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T
he Election Commission of India (ECI)’s
Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of electo-
ral rolls has seen allegations of bulk �ling

of applications seeking to delete voters’ names
from draft lists using Form 7 in Rajasthan, Guja-
rat, Uttar Pradesh and, more recently Uttarak-
hand. Ground reports by The Hindu from Karna-
taka, Rajasthan and Gujarat noted that these
forms were often �led in bulk fraudulently using
names of people who were unaware of the �ling.
In several instances, hundreds of objections were
�led under a single person’s name. Form 7 is �led
to object to an existing name — or to request its
deletion — on the electoral rolls for reasons such
as death, shifting, or ineligibility. The ECI’s Booth
Level O�cer or the Electoral Registration O�cer
(ERO) has to conduct an inquiry on the applica-
tion and issue a notice to the voter before taking
any action. While Booth Level Agents (BLA) of
political parties can �le up to 10 Form 7s a day, to-
talling 30, there is no limit on how many forms an
individual registered as a voter from the same
constituency can submit. To prevent misuse, the
ECI has said that if a person �les more than �ve
objections, it will trigger a mandatory review by
the ERO to ensure the legitimacy of the claims.

The Opposition parties have alleged that the
form was being misused through “systemic and
coordinated e�orts” to delete names of eligible
voters and embolden the BJP’s e�orts to wrong-
fully gain electoral advantage. In the case of Utta-
rakhand, the Congress has alleged that the man-
ner in which the bulk forms were submitted
online pointed to “institutional” access being
granted to some in the process. These parties
have also sent delegations and submitted repre-
sentations to the ECI. What is important to note is
that in most cases, voters were unaware that ap-
plications for deletion of their names had been
�led at all, leaving it to workers of political parties
active in the constituency to bring it to their not-
ice. According to ECI data, for the third phase of
the SIR covering 16 States/three Union Territories
there are 3,42,409 BLAs of political parties for an
electorate of 36,73,87,831 or one BLA for approxi-
mately 1,073 voters. These numbers include
agents from ruling and Opposition parties. In
such a situation, it is incumbent upon the ECI to
step in and protect the voting rights of an indivi-
dual rather than leave it to the grassroot strength
of political parties. The ECI should thus take im-
mediate steps to address this concern. Abnormal
patterns should be investigated and the process
should be monitored, with a uniform, country-
wide Standard Operating Procedure, requiring
veri�cation of identity and constituency of the
objector and the following of due process before
any elector is deleted pursuant to a Form 7.

Invisible actors
The ECI must stop �ling of bulk

applications for deletion of voters

T
he 2026 BWF World Championships in
New Delhi marked the rise of France as
an on-court force and of India as a capa-

ble host. Alex Lanier’s triumph in singles, and
Thom Gicquel and Delphine Delrue’s in mixed
doubles, were the �rst golds in France’s history. It
was just over three months ago that the Euro-
pean nation �nished a worthy runner-up to Chi-
na in the Thomas Cup, the de facto World Cup in
badminton. The Worlds success has established
France as a serious contender in a sport other-
wise dominated by Asian countries. In fact, La-
nier is just the third non-Asian this century — af-
ter Spain’s Carolina Marin and Denmark’s Viktor
Axelsen — to win the singles gold at the World
Championships. The 21-year-old did that at a
spruced-up Indira Gandhi Indoor Stadium,
which was in the dock earlier in January when pi-
geons and monkeys intruded into the arena dur-
ing the India Open. The massive facelift ensured
that the marquee event’s return to India after 17
years would be long remembered. An Se-Young
will also go back with happy memories after re-
claiming the women’s singles crown from three-
time titlist Akane Yamaguchi. The victory extend-
ed the 24-year-old reigning Olympic champion’s
stellar 2026, during which she has won an Uber
Cup gold medal, and the individual and team tro-
phies at the Badminton Asia Championships.

For India, the competition was the 12th
straight edition where it secured at least one me-
dal, with Gayatri Gopichand and Treesa Jolly bag-
ging a bronze in women’s doubles. The perfor-
mance is the latest in a series of good outcomes
for Indian badminton after an ordinary 2025,
where Satwiksairaj Rankireddy and Chirag Shet-
ty’s World Championships doubles bronze was
the best result. This year, Lakshya Sen reached
the All England Open �nal, and Ayush Shetty at
the Badminton Asia Championships. P.V. Sind-
hu’s victory at the Japan Open Super 750 last
month was only her second Tour title in the last
four years, and there were also triumphs for Sat-
wiksairaj and Chirag at Singapore Open Super
750, and for Devika Sihag, Tanvi Sharma and Ash-
mita Chaliha at the Super 300 level. Yet, the feel-
ing is unmistakable that India should have done
better at a home World Championships, with
Lakshya’s second-round defeat to the unheralded
American teenager Garret Tan the most disap-
pointing. There is no questioning the 25-year-
old’s capability; he is a World Championships
bronze medallist, a two-time All England �nalist
and �nished an agonising fourth at the Paris 2024
Olympics. But no Indian men’s singles player has
won an elite BWF Super 1000-level title since K.
Srikanth in 2017. A swift end to this drought is es-
sential for the overall health of the sport.

Perfect host
India was successful as a host of

badminton World Championships

O
n August 20, 2026, the Supreme Court
of India delivered its judgment on the
Reference made on the correctness of
the judgment in Bangalore Water

Supply and Sewerage Board vs A. Rajappa
(BWSSB), 1978, particularly the test for
determining whether an activity falls within the
de�nition of “industry” under Section 2(j) of the
Industrial Disputes (ID) Act, 1947. A brief history
of the Reference. In State of U.P. vs Jai Bir Singh
(2005), 5 SCC 1, a �ve-judge Bench referred the
seven-judge Bench decision in BWSSB for
reconsideration. A seven-judge Bench was
constituted and, by order dated January 2, 2017,
referred the matter to a nine-judge Bench. By
order dated February 16 2026, the nine-Judge
Bench framed four questions concerning the
correctness of the test in BWSSB, the impact of
the 1982 Amendment and the Industrial Relations
Code (IRC), 2020, whether government welfare
activities count as “industrial activities,” and the
scope of “sovereign functions” under Section 2(j).

By the time the questions were framed, the
IRC, 2020 had been brought into force from
November 21, 2025, also repealing the ID Act,
1947. By virtue of this repeal, the Reference had
e�ectively been rendered otiose. Even so, the
nine-judge Bench proceeded to hear the matter.

Judges and reactions
Of the nine judges, Justice D. Datta and Justice U.
Bhuyan held that “the reference requires no
answer”. Justice B.V. Nagarathna found the
exercise “unnecessary and only academic in
nature”. Justice P.S. Narasimha held that “an
authoritative interpretation of the de�nition
industry’ was compelling at the time of the
Reference”, but “such a determination has now
become unnecessary, with the repeal of the said
provision.”.

Importantly, even the opinion written by the
Chief Justice of India (CJI) for four judges
acknowledges this. Even as it sought to
re-formulate the Triple Test laid down by BWSSB,
it describes its reformulation of the Triple Test as
merely “hypothetical”, and expressly states that it
will not apply to any pending case. The ID Act has
been repealed, and there can be no future cases
under it either. Even the reformulated test framed
by four judges was prospective and would not
alter pending disputes, which would continue to
be governed by the BWSSB framework, and since
the ID Act, 1947 has been repealed, there can be
no future cases under it.

The four questions framed on February 16,
2026 concern only Section 2(j) of the ID Act. The
interpretation of Section 2(p) of the IRC was not
before the Court.

The CJI, writing for four judges, recognises that
the IRC “is an independent legislative enactment
and must be interpreted on its own terms, having

regard to its text, scheme, and object”. At the
same time, the same opinion says, in view of the
reformulated Triple Test in their opinion, the
principles laid down in BWSSB shall not be
regarded as the “sheet anchor for the
interpretation of the IRC should such a question
arise in the future”. While on the one hand it
refuses to construe a provision, in the same
breath it rules on how BWSSB, as a precedent,
may not be used to construe it. This in itself is a
form of construing it, and is an attempt to police
the tools available for a future interpretive
exercise.

Justice Narasimha also says that it is important
to ensure that the interpretation of the de�nition
of “Industry” under the IRC “is not burdened by
the existing interpretations” under the ID Act,
1947. Justice Nagarathna’s opinion on this issue is
important. While a�rming the judgment in
BWSSB, she recognised that the extent to which
its reasoning carries over to the interpretation of
“industry” under the IRC is to be tested by
comparing the actual text of the two provisions.
Such a comparison can be meaningfully
undertaken only in a case arising under Section
2(p), and not in the abstract.

The interpretation of the de�nition of industry
under the IRC cannot be seen in abstract and
would have to be understood in light of the rich
jurisprudence that has developed with BWSSB
and after.

The importance of BWSSB
There is a deeper thread — an anxiety about the
judgment in BWSSB, which needs to be
addressed. This anxiety is what gave rise to the
Reference itself. The �ve-Judge Bench in Jai Bir
Singh (2005) questioned the correctness of
BWSSB, observing that its “worker-oriented
approach” was “unmindful of the interests of the
employer or owner of the industry”.

This �nds an echo in the CJI’s opinion. Having
hypothetically reformulated the tests in BWSSB,
and having stated that BWSSB shall not be
regarded as the sheet anchor for the
interpretation of the IRC, the opinion of the CJI,
for four judges, speaks of the judgment �nally
lifting a “burden” and permitting the law to
“move forward unencumbered”.

This again �nds echo in the judgment of Justice
Narasimha, who states that the interpretation of
the de�nition of “industry” under the IRC, 2020
“must be freed of the bondage of ratio” in BWSSB.
In this light, it is essential to recognise what
“burden” of BWSSB causes such anxiety.

There can be no dispute about the asymmetry
between capital and labour, or the imbalance in
their respective bargaining power. Justice Bagchi
recognises this when he reminds us that one
must always “bear in mind that a workman
seldom enters the �eld of negotiation as an

equal....” The Constitution recognises this, with
Article 42 requiring the state to secure “just and
humane conditions of work,” while Article 23
prohibits “tra�c in human beings”, “begar, and
other forms of forced labour”. The conditions
that necessitated these protections have simply
changed form.

Labour legislation recognised this extreme
imbalance and sought to ensure a modicum of
bare protection. This is not a “pro-worker”
understanding of the law, but just a check against
the imbalance tilting toward the employer. The
fact that such bare protection is described as
“pro-worker” says less about the protection than
about where the baseline has been unfortunately
naturalised. While the freedom to dismiss
without explanation is part of the ordinary run of
business, a requirement to explain is called a
burden. The warning of Dr. B.R. Ambedkar rings
true — liberty from the control of the state is
another name for “the dictatorship of the private
employer”.

The 13-judge Bench decision in Kesavananda
Bharati (1973) recognised that justice, social,
economic and political, formed part of the
Constitution’s basic structure. The underlying
inequality between employer and workman has
not narrowed since 1947. In fact, the policy of
“ease of doing business” has widened it. This is
exactly why the social justice vision of Part IV of
the Constitution calls for more protection now,
not less.

The issue of labour rights
The ID Act, 1947 — to maintain industrial peace —
provided basic protections and a forum for
adjudicating disputes, where the labour courts
and tribunals have been given wide powers to
adjudicate on the same. To be excluded from its
de�nition of “industry” is to be excluded from
that bare minimum protection, and from the
remedy available under it. The signi�cance of
BWSSB’s de�nition of “industry” lay in ensuring
that this protection reached everyone the Act was
meant to cover, rather than excluding workers
from the one recourse the law o�ered them.

Given the overarching objective of industrial
peace, there was never a reason to treat BWSSB’s
interpretation as a burden rather than as the Act
doing precisely what it was designed to do. The
anxiety surrounding it has always rested on the
same premise: an eagerness to remove workers
from the protection of the law.

As the ID Act stands repealed and the IRC
takes its place, it is necessary to return to the
promise of social justice in the Constitution. The
labour codes that have replaced the ID Act,
including the IRC, are built on a premise of
exclusion — narrowing who falls within the
protection of the law — and will have to answer to
that mandate.

Labour rights beyond the shadow of BWSSB

V. Gopala Gowda 

Former Judge of 
the Supreme Court 
of India

The top court’s
treatment of
BWSSB
highlights the
enduring
anxiety over
the scope of
labour
protection

Maitreyi Krishnan 

Practising advocate

I
ndia’s youth unemployment crisis is usually
told through a single statistic: how many
young people cannot �nd work. The latest

Periodic Labour Force Survey (PLFS 2025)
reports an unemployment rate of 14.8% among
18-29 year-olds, rising to 29.4% among those who
are tertiary educated (with a diploma, graduate
or post-graduate levels). The broader picture is
larger than the unemployment rate alone
suggests. Unemployment as a measure captures
only those people who are not working but are
actively seeking or available for work. It excludes
those outside the labour force, including those
who may have stopped looking for work, a group
that may include many young women. Against
the narrower measure of unemployment, the
broader picture is considerably larger: 40.1% of
tertiary-educated youth are neither in
employment, education nor training, commonly
referred to as NEET. Among tertiary-educated
young women who are NEET, 74.7% are outside
the labour force — neither working nor classi�ed
as unemployed because they are not seeking or
available for work.

A framing that misses another issue
Unemployment is only the most visible part of a
wider problem of educated young people
remaining outside employment. And for those
who are looking for work, the wait can be long.
Examination paper leaks, recruitment delays and
debates over India’s demographic dividend have
kept the spotlight �rmly on young jobseekers.

Yet, this framing misses an important
question. Unemployment is rarely experienced
by individuals alone. Behind every unemployed
graduate is often an entire household that
�nanced the degree, adjusted its spending and
continues to support a young adult’s job search.
Looking at youth unemployment through the
household rather than the individual raises a

di�erent question: what happens to families
when an educated young adult cannot �nd work?
How households experience that unemployment
may depend not only on the absence of work, but
also on how long the search lasts and on the
resources families have to sustain it.

The households that invested in education
Around 15.4% of Indian households have a
tertiary-educated young adult (18–29 years).
These are households that have invested in
higher education in the expectation that it would
provide a pathway to secure employment and
upward mobility. Yet, one in �ve households is
supporting at least one unemployed
tertiary-educated young adult (20.8%). The
household consequences are measurable.
Compared to households without any educated
unemployed youth, those with unemployed
youth spend, on average, ₹1,087 less per month
on consumption overall, and ₹710 less per
household member.

On average, these households have only 1.5
earning members, compared with two in
households without an unemployed educated
youth. For 14.4% of them, there is no active
earning member at all, while 39.5% depend on a
single earner. And in nearly two-thirds (62.5%),
no one in the household has a regular salaried
job.

The pressure on households becomes more
serious when unemployment persists. Nearly
three in �ve (58%) unemployed tertiary-educated
youth have been searching for work for more
than a year. Close to three in 10 (28.9%) have
been unemployed for more than two years. A
household supporting an unemployed graduate
for a few months faces a di�erent pressure than
one �nancing a job search stretching across one
or two years. Extended unemployment depletes
savings, reduces consumption, and forces

di�cult choices about what employment the
young adult should accept.

The data show a clear pattern: the ability to
sustain prolonged job search is associated with
household earning capacity. For someone in a
household surviving on one earner or without a
regular salary, the pressure to start earning is
likely to arrive much sooner. What looks like the
duration of an individual’s unemployment,
therefore, is also a measure of how long a family
must sustain the wait. These families must push
their unemployed youth toward immediate
employment, even if it means accepting positions
far below their quali�cations. The choice is not
between a ‘good job’ and ‘bad job.’ It is between
‘any job’ and economic insecurity.

The policy question
Current employment policy largely treats youth
joblessness as an individual problem, addressed
through apprenticeships, skilling and hiring
incentives. The evidence here suggests that the
consequences of unemployment extend beyond
the individual jobseeker to the household
supporting them. The length of the transition
from education to work also matters, because
someone is �nancing that wait. Recruitment
delays, prolonged selection processes and
extended job searches impose very di�erent costs
on a household with several earners than on one
relying on a single income or without a regular
salaried worker. Therefore, employment policy
needs to pay greater attention to how long young
people remain unemployed, and to the economic
circumstances of the families supporting them
during that period. Reducing avoidable delays in
entry into work is not only a labour-market
concern; it can also reduce the strain that
prolonged unemployment places on households.

The views expressed are personal

The fact is youth unemployment has a household cost

Gargi Sridharan 

Economist

Unemployment
among educated
youth in India
extends beyond
jobseekers,
placing
prolonged
�nancial
pressure 
on families

Basit Abdullah 

Assistant Professor 
at the Institute of
Management
Technology,
Hyderabad

AI-assisted learning
I write this letter as
Professor of Medicine, Sri
Ramachandra Medical
College and Research
Institute, Chennai. While the
article, “Beyond the red
pen” (EducationPlus,
August 24), has laid out
well-known aspects of
learning using Artificial
Intelligence (AI) into a crisp
model (PRISM-X), it does
not address the practical
di�iculties a human brain
may face when using AI for

Delhi University” (Inside
pages, August 24), is not
surprising. The vacant seats
mirror the prevailing state
of the education system in
the country. Education no
longer seems to guarantee
employment or a livelihood.
The National Education
Policy needs a complete
restructuring.

Balasubramaniam Pavani,
Secunderabad

make them accept
half-truths — something
which AI models are very
good at. We need to
educate students on how to
upskill on “Reflective
capability” before
attempting to implement
methods to assess their use
of AI.
Dr. Emmanuel Bhaskar,

Chennai

Vacant seats
The report, “Over 13,000 UG
seats still up for grabs at

applications. So, it takes
considerable time and e�ort
for a person to challenge an
AI model, identify
misinformation and find
wrong concepts put forth by
the AI model. This means
the world is perhaps stuck
at the second stage of
PRISM-X — not just
students, but teachers as
well. I fear that using AI
without the skill for
“Reflective capability” will,
in the long run, erode
learners’ thoughts and

learning through AI.
Assuming that the user has
good prompting skills,
handling the AI output is
not that easy. Reflective
capability requires extensive
background knowledge, a
deeper understanding of
current concepts, and an
awareness of
misconceptions and future
applications. For this, the
learner has to spend
considerable time reading
traditional books, articles
and observing real-world

learning. The writers have
rightly placed prompting
e�iciency first in the model
since the first prompt in a
conversation — which some
call as the mother prompt
— is critical . An AI model’s
response is only as good as
the prompt. I have observed
that AI models are
progressively designed in
such a way that obtaining a
good response requires
longer and elaborate
prompts. The bottleneck is
“Reflective capability” in
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New Delhi, August 24: Although the standard of
public transport has considerably improved
sustained campaigns to educate the public
about road safety along with regular drives to
check over-speeding, violation of tra�c
regulations and driving under the in�uence of
liquor would greatly help to minimise the rising
incidence of road accidents in the country.

This was stated by Dr. G.S. Dhillon, the Union
Minister of Shipping and Transport, while
inaugurating the 13th meeting of the Transport
Development Council here this morning.

Dr. Dhillon said the procedure regarding issue
of driving licence and �tness certi�cate would
also need to be tightened so that only competent
and experienced persons secured the driving
licences and �tness certi�cate issued to
mechanically sound vehicles.

He said it would have a deterrent e�ect on
rash and negligent driving if persons responsible
for accidents were to pay compensation to the
victims of their families in all cases.

Referring to the national permit scheme for
goods transport which aims at removal of
hurdles in the free movement of vehicles, Dr.
Dhillon said that out of the total number of
5,300 permits allotted in various States, nearly
3,000 permits had been issued in pursuance of
this scheme which formed part of the 20-point
economic programme of the country.

The Minister also drew the attention of the
members to the scheme regarding
mechanisation of cycle rickshaws and requested
them to strive for its early implementation in
order to improve the economic conditions of the
rickshaw pullers. 

FIFTY YEARS AGO AUGUST 25, 1976

Dhillon wants sustained
road safety campaigns

F R O M T H E A R C H I V E S

Calcutta, August 25: The Imperial Bank of India
has ful�lled its undertakings to open hundred
new branches within �ve years. The
announcement was made yesterday by Mr. H.C.
Edmondson, while presiding at the annual
general meeting of shareholders on the Calcutta
register of the Bank. The burden of opening
majority of the new branches, he said, fell on
Bengal Circle which opened 66, while seven new
sub-agencies and pay o�ces were also
established.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO AUGUST 25, 1926

Imperial bank of India

I
n June, reality star Kylie
Jenner posted her latest
collaboration on social
media — a new design for

Meta’s line of AI-powered “smart
glasses”. Images of her wearing
the glasses �lled social media, as
did videos of her teenage self
lamenting the lack of privacy she
was a�orded because of her fame.
The irony was unmissable: how is
Ms. Jenner, who was once so
worried about privacy, now
promoting a device that enables
surveillance? 

Smart glasses are the latest
addition to the wearable
technology space. It is also a
dangerous example of how
current laws are unable to keep up
with today’s tech innovation. 

According to Meta, these
glasses allow you to see and
answer calls, messages, and
noti�cations via voice command.
Built-in speakers help you listen to
music and an integrated camera
enables you to capture photos or
videos through the lenses. Meta
describes these glasses as
“normal-looking eyewear with
discreetly integrated glasses
technology.” Hidden from the
naked eye, these glasses contain
“tiny speakers, microphones,
[and] a lightweight camera.” The
tech giant isn’t shying away from
how inconspicuous these features
are; rather, it is �aunting it.

Privacy and data concerns
In India, the glasses, which have
been advertised everywhere, retail
at around ₹25,000. Stickers that
claim to completely cover the LED
recording indicator are also widely
available. Meta says that if the LED
is covered, the glasses will block
the recording until the sticker is
removed. Yet, workarounds are
just a Google search away. The
glasses also make a shutter sound
when they start and stop
recording, but this is not a strong
indicator that you are being
recorded. Further, Meta argues
that the glasses are “designed for
privacy, controlled by you.” But
this “control” is limited to the
wearer, and not the recorded

subject, such as requiring
additional veri�cation before use.

The website adds, “Meta
collects data needed to help
ensure that your glasses and app
are reliable, secure and operating
normally.” An investigation by
Swedish newspapers Svenska
Dagbladet and Goteborgs-Posten
found that Meta’s contracted
workers, who sometimes review
the data to track user experience,
were able to view sensitive content
�lmed on the smart glasses,
including wearers using the toilet.
In a comment to BBC News, Meta
said its privacy policy states that it
sometimes uses contractors to
review data shared with them.

In this context, concerns about
women’s privacy have grown. Data
from the National Crime Records
Bureau (NCRB) show that in 2023,
before the glasses entered the
market, there were 3,678 cases of
women-centred cybercrimes. Of
these, 2,767 cases involved the
transmission or publication of
sexually explicit material.
Consider how much easier these
glasses would make it to record
people without their knowledge,
including in private spaces. The
potential risks to children are
equally concerning. In 2023, the
NCRB recorded over 698 cases
related to the use or storage of
child sexual abuse material. If
adults cannot often recognise
when the glasses are recording, a
child certainly cannot.

These risks are compounded by
the glasses’ battery life, o�ering
4-9 hours of active use. This
means entire movies can be
recorded, university lectures can
be taped, con�dential documents
scanned, and patient information
collected. It also means that even
those who are not intentionally
engaging in malpractice could
invariably do so — by capturing
something private in the frame’s
periphery, for example.
Ultimately, these glasses allow for
the extensive, non-consensual
collection of data. 

Lacuna in the law
India’s laws today do little to

protect people from this
surveillance. The Digital Personal
Data Protection Act, 2023 (DPDPA)
is technologically agnostic, making
the purpose of data collection the
key consideration. In a public
space, people can neither grant
consent nor monitor how their
information is used. 

Following the landmark K.S.
Puttaswamy vs. Union of India 2017
judgment, reasonable expectation
of privacy was recognised as a
fundamental right under Article
21. This means that people, even
in public spaces, don’t generally
expect to be captured in detail.
But the DPDPA excludes
information that is made publicly
available. Hence, the reasonable
expectation of privacy granted by
Puttaswamy is not met because the
Act does not regulate how
someone is being recorded in
public. The Act’s scope is diluted
further since there are minimal
indicators that you could be in
someone’s frame, unlike someone
recording on their phone.

This combination of rapid tech
innovation and a lack of legal
regulation and public awareness
creates the perfect storm. With
devices such as these glasses
becoming common, people may
be collecting information with
little knowledge of where the data
are being used. Without legal
safeguards, digital accountability
risks becoming an afterthought.

Banning such devices isn’t
practical from a business or tech
standpoint. Meta might be the
biggest player in this space today,
but Google and Reliance are also
entering the smart glasses market.
As wearable tech becomes more
advanced, banning it will become
increasingly di�cult. Instead, laws
should be framed with an
understanding of how AI is
changing the landscape. There is a
need for assessments on how
technology will evolve, the risks
that may accompany it, and the
government’s responsibility in
ensuring that citizens are
adequately protected.

sonikka.l@thehindu.co.in

Smart glasses highlight gaps in privacy laws

Sonikka
Loganathan

As wearable
tech becomes
more advanced,
banning it will
become
increasingly
di�cult. Instead,
laws should be
framed with an
understanding
of how AI is
changing the
landscape

STATE OF PLAY

O
n August 16, many of
the best-known
names linked to an

‘experiment’ that changed the
way Keralam thought about
democratic decentralisation
came together in Thiruvanan-
thapuram to celebrate a birth-
day. The People’s Plan Cam-
paign (PPC) was turning 30
years old the next day. The
conclave, a non-governmental
initiative, saw participation
from elected representatives,
former Ministers and bureau-
crats and hundreds of activists
who had lovingly nurtured the
PPC and gave it direction
through the intervening years.
But more than a nostalgic an-
niversary reunion, it was
meant to discuss and plan the
‘People’s Plan Campaign 2.0’. 

The plan, as explained by
Communist Party of India
(Marxist) veteran and former
Finance Minister T.M. Thomas
Isaac, who had been in charge
of the PPC when he was a
member of the Kerala State
Planning Board, included stu-
dent internships with local bo-
dies and a tech-driven cam-
paign coordinated through an
online portal. Opening the Au-
gust 16 event, K.M. Shaji, Mi-
nister for local self-govern-
ment in the ruling
Congress-led United Demo-
cratic Front (UDF) govern-
ment, recalled how successive
governments in Keralam had
supported the PPC as a pro-
cess of deepening democracy. 

A rich history
The PPC as an idea traces its
roots to the ‘Gram Swaraj’
concept of Mahatma Gandhi.
It draws strength from the
73rd and 74th Constitutional
Amendments, and the enact-
ment of the Kerala Panchayati

Raj Act and the Kerala Munici-
pality Act which institutional-
ised local governance struc-
tures. Keralam o�cially
launched the People’s Plan
Campaign on August 17, 1996.
At the time, it was run on cam-
paign mode as the concept of
participatory planning was
new to the people. Grama sab-
has and urban ward assem-
blies were organised across
the State in the months that
followed. The Left Democratic
Front (LDF) government also
took the big step of devolving
35%-40% of the Plan outlay to
local governments. 

The State Planning Board’s
Economic Review had noted
how the programme marked a
major shift by placing local
self-governments at the centre
of development planning.
With its rich history of social
reformation through the late
19th and early 20th centuries,
the land reforms that trans-
formed the agrarian system,
and its high social indicators
in literacy and health, Kera-
lam was ideally suited for such
an experiment.

Looking back, the pro-
gramme may not have been a
100% success, but it was also
far from a failure. It made par-
ticipatory democracy deeper
and local governments stron-
ger. The ‘Kudumbashree’
scheme in particular grabbed
the spotlight on national and
international stages. As noted
by Mr. Isaac and Richard W.
Franke, Professor Emeritus at
the Montclair State University,

in their book People’s Planning
— Kerala, Local Democracy
and Development, “from a
mere government-led admi-
nistrative reform, the PPC has
made the process of decen-
tralisation an object of mass
action and a part of the popu-
lar politics.”

Modern challenges
Yet, as an updated 2.0 version
is being ambitiously dis-
cussed, the challenges are ma-
ny, such as waning public en-
thusiasm and low
participation in the grama sab-
has, especially in urban areas.
When compared to the 1990s,
attracting the younger genera-
tion to such an endeavour in a
fast-paced, rapidly urbanising
Keralam would prove a
ponderous task, but also the
most vital one. Government
estimates show that 96.43% of
Keralam’s population could be
living in urban areas by 2036.
The People’s Planning 2.0
would then have to factor in
many things: centralisation
trends in the government,
changing aspirations of the pe-
ople, and the increasing �scal
stress faced by Keralam. 

Yet, the spirit of co-opera-
tion fostered through pro-
grammes such as the PPC re-
mains all the more relevant
today. Many of the hurdles
faced by local governments in
the last 30 years — unemploy-
ment, waste disposal, gender
justice and issues faced by
marginalised sections — per-
sist. Moreover, more demand-
ing problems have emerged:
limited income sources, cli-
mate change, and an ageing
society. In these changed
times, local bodies would
need to evolve a new political
and �scal culture with stron-
ger public involvement, and
elected members with impec-
cable credentials.

tiki.rajwi@thehindu.co.in

People’s Plan 2.0: an ambitious dream 
A campaign which decentralised governance in Keralam is planning a comeback

Tiki Rajwi

A
t the end of the enumera-
tion period of the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR)

process in Telangana, the State re-
gistered a 21.7% deletion of names
from its pre-SIR electoral rolls, the
highest in the country so far. Ta-
ble 1 shows the percentage of dele-
tions in the major States where the
SIR has been undertaken. The
draft electoral roll in Telangana
will see the addition and re-entry
of electors following the correc-
tions period, but even taking that
into account, the 21.7% �gure is a
rather large one. Only Uttar Pra-
desh with 18.7%, Tamil Nadu with
15.2%, and Gujarat with 14.5%
come close to Telangana in the
draft-stage deletion rate.

Map 1 shows the deletion rate
across Assembly Constituencies
(ACs) in the State. In 21 ACs, the de-
letion rate was a whopping 35% or
more, and 19 of these fall in the
“Highly Urban” band. Most were
in and around the cities of Hydera-
bad and Secunderabad — Mushee-
rabad registered the highest dele-
tion rate in the State at 45.2%,
followed by Sanathnagar (44.9%),
Malakpet (44.8%), Lal Bahadur Na-
gar (44.4%), Jubilee Hills (44.1%),
Secunderabad Cantonment
(42.8%) and Serilingampally
(42.7%). The smaller map shows
the 15 constituencies of Hyderabad
district. Across the 21 “Highly Ur-
ban” constituencies, nearly 70% of
those deleted were taken o� the
rolls because they had “shifted”.

Unlike States such as Bihar, Ra-
jasthan, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh,
West Bengal, Chhattisgarh and
Keralam, which recorded a drop in
gender ratio between their 2024
Lok Sabha rolls and their �nal SIR
rolls, Telangana’s draft rolls show a
slight increase — the ratio rose
from 1,018 in the pre-SIR roll to
1,028 in the draft roll (Table 2). Ta-

mil Nadu saw a similar bump, from
1,034 in its 2024 Lok Sabha roll to
1,044 in its �nal SIR roll. Telanga-
na’s �gure, however, is at the draft
stage and could still change. 

The urban-rural split in terms of
deletions was sharp (Table 2). In
“Highly Urban” constituencies,
the deletion rate was 40.4%. In
“Moderately Urban” constituen-
cies it was 29.8%, but that �gure is
driven by the peri-urban belt ad-
joining Hyderabad rather than by
the district towns: Maheswaram
(41%) and Rajendranagar (38.9%),
both in Rangareddy district, Pa-
tancheru (31.9%) in Sangareddy
district, and Medchal (31.5%) in
Medchal Malkajgiri district all re-
corded rates at or above the “High-
ly Urban” range. The urban seats
in the same band were lower — Wa-
rangal West at 28.9%, Nizamabad
(Urban) at 27%, Khammam at
24.6%, and Warangal East at 19.5%.

In contrast, in the “Moderately
Rural” and “Highly Rural” consti-
tuencies, the deletion rate was
much lower — 12.37% and 11.92%
respectively. In the former catego-
ry, again, several of the highest de-
letion rates are in areas not far
from Hyderabad. Among “Highly
Rural” constituencies, Achampet
(16%), Makthal (15.7%), Mudhole
(14.9%), and Yellandu (14.6%) re-
gistered the highest deletion rates.

To classify Telangana’s 119 con-
stituencies, night-time light inten-
sity from SHRUG database main-
tained by Development Data Lab
was used. And for each constituen-
cy, the average brightness across
its area was calculated. Because a
few city seats are far brighter than
the rest, the values were �rst con-
verted to a logarithmic scale, then
grouped using Jenks Natural
Breaks — a standard mapping tech-
nique that �nds the cut-o� points
where the data separate most nat-
urally — into “Highly Urban”,
“Moderately Urban”, “Moderately
Rural” and “Highly Rural”.

More granular analyses will fol-
low in forthcoming articles. 

(With inputs from Swathi Vadla-
mudi)

Hyderabad, adjoining ACs drive Telangana’s record SIR deletions
Just 20 constituencies in and close to the capital city account for half of the State’s deletions

Pon Vasanth B.A. 
Srinivasan Ramani 
Areena Arora 
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Number of polling
stations in Delhi 
after the SIR exercise

14,947
The number

of polling

stations in

Delhi has gone up to 14,947 from 13,033

after rationalisation under the ongoing

special intensive revision (SIR) exercise.

The number of polling-station locations

has also increased from 2,696 to 2,856,

according to a statement by the Delhi chief

electoral officer (CEO) on Monday. PTI

NEWS IN NUMBERS

Number of weeks for
CPCB to �x standards
for 3 new pollutants

10
The National Green Tribunal

has allowed the Central

Pollution Control Board (CPCB)

10 weeks to standardise the methods for

testing three new parameters or pollutants

in ambient air. The three new pollutant in

ambient air are aluminium, iron and silica.

At present, the CPCB tracks 12 major

pollutants under the National Ambient Air

Quality Standards (NAAQS). PTI

Number of airports to
be awarded to private
players by the govt.

11
The government plans to award

11 airports, including those at

Varanasi and Tirupati, to private

players in five bundles under the

public-private-partnership model. The Civil

Aviation Ministry has proposed the private

partners for 11 airports, grouped into five

bundles, with each bundle to be awarded

to a single concessionaire, according to an

official document. PTI

Percentage increase in
average retail price of
onion year-on-year

59
in per cent. Data maintained

by the Centre shows that the

all-India average retail price of

onion rose 59 per cent year-on-year to

₹43.53/kg on August 24, from ₹ 27.37/kg a

year ago. The Centre has started moving

bulk onion stocks through dedicated

railway rakes – the ‘Kanda Express’ – from

Nashik in Maharashtra to major consuming

centres. PTI

Bills passed in the
Karnataka Legislative
Assembly on Monday

8
Eight Bills, including the one

allowing portions of park and

garden land to be used for public

infrastructure and utility projects, were

passed by the Karnataka Legislative

Assembly on Monday without discussion,

amid the Opposition’s protest demanding

the resignation of Cabinet Minister B.

Nagendra. PTI

COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM

The story so far:

A
nine-member Constitution
Bench of the Supreme Court of
India recently held that the
nearly half-century-old

interpretation of the term ‘industry’ will
not automatically apply to the Industrial
Relations Code (IRC), 2020, which came
into force in November 2025 and replaced
the legacy Industrial Disputes Act, 1947.
This decision e�ectively severs the new
labour regime from an expansive,
worker-friendly precedent set in 1978,
establishing a clean slate for future labour
law disputes.

The scope of ‘industry’
To understand the signi�cance of this
judgment, one must look back to the
historic 1978 ruling in Bangalore Water
Supply and Sewerage Board v. R. Rajappa.

Authored by Justice V.R. Krishna Iyer,
that seven-judge Bench signi�cantly
broadened the de�nition of Section 2(j)
under the 1947 Act. The 1978 judgment
introduced the triple test, which classi�ed
systematic or organised operations based
on employer-employee cooperation to
provide goods or services for consumers
as an industry.

This sweeping de�nition brought
various activities, including hospitals,
educational institutions, and
municipalities, under the legal de�nition
of an industry. The only exclusions were
core sovereign functions of the state, such
as defence, judiciary, and law
enforcement. For nearly half a century,
this judgment had enabled workers across
diverse sectors to access legal recourse,
enforce labour rights, and engage in
collective bargaining against unfair
practices.

The crux of the judgment
The Constitution Bench, led by Chief
Justice of India Surya Kant, addressed the

question whether the 1978 de�nition of
‘industry’ should govern Section 2(p) of
the IRC.

The majority held that ‘industry’ under
the IRC must be interpreted based on its
own speci�c text and statutory context,
unburdened by the legacy of the 1978
precedent. Chief Justice Kant noted that
while the core principles of the 1978
ruling had stood the test of time, the 1978
judgment would no longer act as the
“sheet anchor” for interpreting ‘industry’
under the IRC.

Pending cases under the 1947 Act will
continue to be governed by the 1978
Bangalore Water Supply precedent. All
future disputes governed by the new
Industrial Relations Code will be
interpreted afresh.

Di�ering points of view on the Bench
The nine-judge Bench re�ected nuanced
positions on the balance between worker

protections and modern economic
realities.

An opinion authored by Chief Justice
Kant, and shared with Justices Satish
Chandra Sharma, Alok Aradhe and Vipul
M. Pancholi, held that the ‘triple test’ of
1978 Bangalore Water Supply and
Sewerage Board case judgment will
continue to be applied to pending
industrial disputes.

The Chief Justice, however, found that
the 1978 verdict could have been
articulated di�erently and set down a
“reformulated” triple test, which would
operate prospectively. However, the
possibility of using the recast triple test to
determine if an operation was an industry
or not under Section 2(j) of the repealed
1947 Act is non-existent as the new labour
law, The Industrial Relations Code 2020,
has already come into force. The Bench
has unanimously made it clear that
‘industry’ under the 2020 Code will be

“interpreted independently” to align with
contemporary industrial dynamics, and
not be burdened by the 1978 verdict.

Justices B.V. Nagarathna, Dipankar
Datta, and Ujjal Bhuyan formed the
minority view on the Bench that a
re-evaluation of the 1978 judgment was
“unwarranted”. Justice Nagarathna
cautioned that altering the de�nition
could create uncertainty and disrupt
industrial peace.

Justice Nagarathna argued that the 1978
judgment had o�ered a broad-based
de�nition of ‘industry’. She highlighted
that the judgment was a child of its time,
when public sector workers were
transitioning into private employment
due to a changing industrial landscape
inspired by privatisation, liberalisation
and globalisation of the Indian economy.

Justice Joymalya Bagchi supported the
need for the reference to the nine-judge
Bench, but expressed his inability to
agree to a “reformulated” triple test.
Justice Bagchi said an apprehension that
the triple test conceived in the 1978
judgment converted any organised
activity into an industry was misplaced.

The judge agreed with Justice
Nagarathna that even the state could
enter into seemingly non-sovereign
functions. The concept of ‘sovereignty’
has itself undergone changes with the
passage of time. Absence of a pro�t
motive did not take an activity outside the
realm of industry, he observed. He said it
was unwise to “re-draft” Justice Iyer’s
triple test. Justice Datta echoed the need
for judicial consistency. Sharing his
opinion with Justice Bhuyan, Justice Datta
remarked that institutional credibility
relies on respecting �nality rather than
perpetuating doubt over established law.

A step towards a new era
By severing the IRC from the 1978
precedent, the Supreme Court has set the
stage for a new chapter in Indian labour
law, leaving it to future courts to decide
where the lines between employer
authority and worker protections will
ultimately be drawn.

How the SC ruling rede�ned ‘industry’
The majority held that ‘industry’ under the IRC must be interpreted based on its own speci�c text and statutory context, unburdened by the legacy of the 1978

precedent; Justices B.V. Nagarathna, Dipankar Datta, and Ujjal Bhuyan formed the minority view that a re-evaluation of the 1978 judgment was ‘unwarranted’

Word of caution: Justice B.V. Nagarathna stressed that altering the definition of industry could create

uncertainty and disrupt industrial peace. AFP

EXPLAINER THE GIST

�

A nine-member Constitution
Bench of the Supreme Court
recently held that the nearly
half-century-old interpretation
of the term ‘industry’ will not
automatically apply to the
Industrial Relations Code, 2020.

�

A 1978 ruling had introduced
the triple test, which classified
organised operations based on
employer-employee
cooperation to provide goods
or services for consumers as an
industry. This judgment had
enabled workers across diverse
sectors to enforce labour
rights.

Krishnadas Rajagopal

The story so far

T
he Union government on
Friday said that India had
received foreign direct
investment (FDI) worth ₹4,895

over just the last few months, from
companies that have bene�tted from
recent relaxations made to India’s FDI
rules.

The aim of the relaxations was
precisely to ease the �ow of investments
that had earlier been locked out of India.

What was the earlier rule?
The Union government had issued Press
Note 3 in April 2020, in which it amended
India’s FDI policy. The existing rule at the
time stated that any entity of Bangladesh
and Pakistan could invest in India only
after securing Government approval.
Press Note 3 widened this stipulation to

include any country that shared a land
border with India. So, this included
Pakistan, China, Bangladesh, Nepal, and
Bhutan.

The popular perception is that the
government took this decision as a result
of border clashes between India and
China at Galwan. 

However, Press Note 3 was issued in
April 2020, before those clashes took
place in May.

The reason the change was made was
to prevent hostile takeovers of companies
ailing due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
India and a few other countries had
noticed that, early on in the pandemic,
Chinese companies were buying up
majority stakes in companies in the
countries whose stock prices had
plummeted due to the pandemic. The FDI
restriction was aimed at curbing this.

While the origin of the rule was not
directly linked to the border clashes, its

extension over the years was certainly a
result of the frigid relationship between
India and China.

What was the relaxation?
In March 2026, the Centre eased the Press
Note 3 restrictions somewhat. It said that
FDI from entities would be allowed in
India through the automatic route,
without needing express government
approval, if these entities had less than
10% stake based in countries that share a
land border with India.

In other words, companies that had
minority and non-controlling stakes held
by these land-border countries could
invest in India through the easier route.

The government did this because it
said that a lot of investment into India had
been held up because even companies
that had tiny stakes owned by Chinese
entities faced stricter restrictions on their
investments into India.

“It is expected that the new guidelines
will provide clarity and ease of doing
business in India, and facilitate
investments which can contribute
towards greater FDI in�ows, access to
new technologies, domestic value
addition, expansion of domestic �rms and
integration with global supply chain,” the
government had said in March when it
eased the rules.

What has been the bene�t?
The Ministry of Commerce and Industry
said on Friday that a total of 29 FDI
projects worth ₹4,895.65 crore had been
reported to it under its revised framework
up to August 10, 2026.

It added that these investments span a
range of sectors, including information
technology, arti�cial intelligence,
information and communication,
manufacturing, pharmaceuticals, data
centres and transport services, among
others.

Further, the investments have come
from several countries, including
Mauritius, the U.S., the Republic of Korea,
Japan, Singapore, Luxembourg, and the
Cayman Islands.

In relative terms, this investment
amount is not all that signi�cant. For
instance, it amounts to less than 1% of the
total FDI India received in 2025-26. But it
is still early days, and for India and FDI,
every little bit helps.

Did Press Note 3 relaxations
help attract more FDI? 
The Centre says that 29 FDI projects worth ₹4,895.65 cr. had been reported to it under the revised framework

T.C.A. Sharad Raghavan

THE GIST

�

The Union government had
issued Press Note 3 in April
2020, stipulating that any
country sharing a land border
with India could invest in the
country only after securing
Government approval.

�

In March 2026, the Centre
eased the Press Note 3
restrictions somewhat. It said
that FDI from entities would be
allowed in India through the
automatic route, without
needing express government
approval, if these entities had
less than 10% stake based in
countries that share a land
border with India.
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For feedback and suggestions for 
Text & Context, please write to

letters@thehindu.co.in

with the subject ‘Text & Context’

X

QUESTION 1

Before acting, a young Connery represented Scotland in which
bodybuilding contest?
X

QUESTION 2

Which 1962 film introduced Sean Connery as James Bond to the
world?
X

QUESTION 3

Connery won his only competitive Oscar for playing a tough Chicago
cop in which 1987 film?
X

QUESTION 4

Which cause did Connery campaign for consistently, from the 1990s
devolution vote through the 2014 referendum?
X

QUESTION 5

The Man Who Would Be King, starring Connery and Michael Caine,
opens in British India and features which Indian actor in its cast?

Questions and answers to

the previous day’s daily

quiz: 1. This writer became
the first physically disabled
author to win the Akutagawa
Prize. Name the novel which
won her the prize and its
translator. Ans: Hunchback

by Saou Ichikawa,

translated from Japanese

by Polly Barton

2. This novel won the Man
Booker International Prize in
2018. Name the novel and
the author. Ans: Flights by

Olga Tokarczuk

3. This elusive Italian novelist
writes under a pen name. The
last book in her famous
quartet series was shortlisted
for the International Booker
Prize in 2016. Name her, the

book and the series. Ans: Elena

Ferrante's The Story of the

Lost Child; Neapolitan

Quartet or Neapolitan Novels

4. This author from Keralam has
won most of the major literary
awards the State has to o�er.
Name her. Ans: K.R. Meera

5. Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak
translated short stories of this
Bengali author. Ans:

Mahasweta Devi 

Visual: This translator won the
2022 International Booker Prize
for her work on a Hindi novel.
Name her, the book and its
author. Ans: Daisy Rockwell’s

translation of Geetanjali

Shree’s Tomb of Sand

Early birds: Tamal Biswas|
Siddhartha Viswanathan| Neil
Lall| Piyali Tuli| Sukdev Shet

THE DAILY QUIZ

Sean Connery, the working-class Edinburgh boy who became the �rst actor to portray
James Bond on-screen, was born on this day in 1930. A quiz on the Scottish actor

X

Visual question: A still from Connery’s final live-action
outing. Name the 2003 film and identify the acclaimed
Indian actor on the left.

Please send in your answers to 

dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

Mohammed Hidhayat

Is it correct to say “He has good
command over English”? (B. Senthil,
Madurai)
Careful users of the language would frown
on this. They would argue that one can
have command over people, but not over
language. You can for example say:

“He has total command over his men.
They will do whatever he wants them to.”

But when it comes to language, they
would prefer “of” to “over”.

“We are looking for someone who has
good command of English.”

“Many children in the south have little
or no command of Hindi.”

“I am told that Prakasham has good
command of French.”

There is a tendency these days
however, even among some native
speakers, to say “have good command
over English”. 

The purists may not like this, but as the
Americans would put it, that’s the way the
cookie crumbles. 

To be on the safe side, avoid saying
“command over English”.

Which of the following sentences is
correct? “The Government has many
problems” or “The Government have
many problems”? (D.S.R.
Ramaswamy, Bangalore)
Both are acceptable. It depends on how
you view the Government. Do you
consider the Government to be a single
impersonal unit, or do you look upon it as
consisting of separate small units? If you
view it as a single unit, then you can use a
singular verb “The Government has many
problems”. 

If, on the other hand, you view the
Government as comprising several
di�erent units, then you can use the
plural verb “have” — “The Government
have many problems”.

There are many words in English,
which can take either the singular or the
plural verb — family, jury, committee,
sta�, team are just some of the nouns.
Here are a few examples.

“The jury was/were beginning to look
bored.”

“The family was/were planning to
move to Australia.”

What is the meaning of “ground
zero”? (N. Raja Mani, Secunderabad)
This is a term that has been heard quite
frequently on CNN. “Ground zero” was
originally used to refer to an atomic
explosion; it is the site at which an atomic
explosion took place. This is how
dictionaries de�ne the term: “the point
on the surface of the earth or water
directly below, directly above, or at which
an atomic or hydrogen bomb explodes”.

Today the term is used informally to
mean a place of rapid development or
change; a place of violent activity.

“About ten years ago no one had heard
about Vasudeva Nagar. But today it has
become the ground zero from which
restaurants and designer shops radiate.”

The term “ground zero” is also used to
mean elementary level; a “starting point”.
For example,

“Many of my students will be starting
at ground zero.”

“My boss didn’t like the ad campaign.
Looks like I have to return to ground
zero.”
Published in The Hindu on September 25,
2001

Know your
English

FROM THE ARCHIVES

S. Upendran

The story so far

T
he head of Flock, a maker and
operator of surveillance
cameras, that works with a
range of clients in the United

States, issued an apology this month after
the Washington Post reported that
multiple law enforcement o�cers had
abused his product network, with at least
one case involving an o�cer who misused
Flock to stalk his ex-partner through her
car’s licence plates.

Across the U.S., anger is mounting
against the surveillance camera �rm, with
critics going so far as to disrupt or even
destroy the Flock cameras in their
communities.

How do Flock cameras work?
Founded in 2017, Flock developed its
business with the help of a two-way
strategy: the sale of surveillance
hardware, as well as
surveillance-as-a-service subscriptions.
Flock products include licence plate
reader (LPR) cameras, video cameras,
mobile security trailers, audio detection
devices, drones, and software o�erings.
Instead of just buying and using a single
camera, clients can join the Flock
network and enable (optional) law
enforcement access.

Due to this strategy, Flock’s devices can
help police o�cers collect data across
wider areas and with more cameras, to
detect incidents ranging from stolen cars
to gun shootings.

The company’s numbers certainly

impress. According to its 2026 factsheet,
over 2,800 crimes were solved weekly
with Flock technology, while over 2,000
missing people have been located. Flock
reported that it has partnered with over
6,000 “communities” across 49 U.S.
states, as well as “thousands” of law
enforcement agencies.

What caused the outrage against
Flock cameras?
There are a number of reasons uniting the
Americans who are against Flock. These
range from the company’s reputational
challenges and the misuse of its Flock
cameras, to the general anger over mass
surveillance technologies.

Company founder and CEO Garrett
Langley made headlines last year when
he referred to a critic’s anti-Flock
advocacy organisation (called DeFlock) as
“terroristic.” He apologised for his
comments this July, and promised to
improve on the company’s responses to
the public’s concerns.

Still, the Washington Post report in
August that covered incidents where
police o�cers misused Flock data to stalk
women has added yet more fuel to the
�re. 

Soon afterwards, Flock announced that
it was updating its safeguards, and cutting
its default ALPR (Automated Licence Plate
Reader) data retention period to seven
days, unless legally required to keep the
images for longer.

On its “Myths vs Facts” page, Flock
noted that it does not carry out facial
recognition, predictive policing, or
demographic pro�ling. Flock stated that it

did not contract with the U.S. agency ICE
(Immigrations and Customs Enforcement)
or the tech �rm Palantir, both of which
are associated with mass surveillance.
Even so, media outlets have identi�ed
Flock cameras as being AI-powered. U.S.
lawmakers have also raised questions
about the possibility of ICE accessing
Flock data.

Despite its outreach attempts, Flock is
still facing public fury. One reason for this
was a May 2025 report which alleged that
Texas o�cials had used thousands of
cameras in the Flock network to track
down a woman who had an abortion, as
part of an investigation. Flock dismissed
these reports last year and stated that it
was a missing persons case. However,
later �ndings by the Electronic Frontier
Foundation (EFF) advocacy group
support the original report.

While the verdict was pending, a
simplistic version of the events entered
the public consciousness: social media
users began claiming that Flock had
worked with the police to enforce the
Texan abortion ban and target a woman.

In recent weeks, protesters have
expressed their anger against Flock by
blocking cameras, reporting them to
DeFlock in order to map them, pressuring
clients to end their Flock contracts, or
even destroying Flock cameras. For
example, a trending Instagram Reel with
over 2 million views and 2,69,000 likes
taught watchers how to dismantle a Flock
camera without being detected by other
cameras.

Furthermore, U.S. media outlets
reported that in July, the Los Angeles

Police Department (LAPD) would not
renew its original contract with Flock,
due to “serious concerns” regarding civil
liberties, privacy, and the data being
collected from the cameras.

Does India face a similar dilemma?
Across Indian cities, more law
enforcement bodies are experimenting
with AI-powered cameras in order to
catch tra�c rules violators through their
licence plates. 

While these automated solutions seem
encouraging, there has been a lack of
human follow-up when it comes to
penalising the o�enders. Another
challenge is in ensuring that the
authorities are handling facial recognition
data securely and privately.

Meanwhile, the use of CCTV cameras
by both police departments and private
citizens is rampant, but these surveillance
e�orts are fragmented. 

Unlike with Flock, it is hard to share
private camera feeds with the police in
real time and derive useful insights from
the data. Since they are owned by
everyday users rather than leased by a
dedicated company, these surveillance
cameras are often unreliable and poorly
maintained.

However, Indian citizens have become
more vocal in calling out the use of smart
glasses and AI-powered surveillance vans
by the police, such as during the
Cockroach Janta Party (CJP)
demonstrations in July. The potential
misuse of facial recognition data to harass
lawful protesters is a serious concern in
these instances.

What has fuelled the backlash against
Flock cameras in U.S.?
Flock, a maker and operator of surveillance cameras and licence plate readers, has come under �re as critics accuse it of surveilling Americans 

and failing to do enough to curtail the misuse of data, including by some law enforcement o�cers

CACHE

Privacy concerns: Protesters have expressed their anger against Flock by blocking cameras, reporting them to DeFlock in order to map them and pressuring clients to end their Flock contracts. REUTERS
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Increasing telecom tariffs

There are signals of a possible telecom-tariff increase over the coming weeks or 

months. With telcos resisting any significant rise for two years now, it’s perhaps 

time for the industry to go for tariff rationalisation in order to monetise their 5G 

services and demonstrate stronger business performance. Such a step should 

enable the industry to bring about cutting-edge innovation to cater to its customers 

in a much better way. With the looming spam and cybersecurity threat, telecom 

companies need to make focused investment to be able to serve consumers in a 

seamless manner, especially at a time of artificial intelligence (AI) and rapid 

changes in the tech space.      

Higher tariffs will invariably push up the average revenue per user (Arpu) — 

a proven performance metric for the telecom industry. From the last tariff 

increase in July 2024 to now, Arpu in a month has remained above ~190 but below 

~200. The latest financial results put Bharti Airtel’s monthly Arpu on top at ~264, 

ahead of industry leader Reliance Jio’s ~216. The third private telco Vi (Vodafone 

Idea) is much below at ~177 while state-owned Bharat Sanchar Nigam Ltd (BSNL) 

remained at the bottom with a little over ~100. The trigger for a likely tariff 

increase is an announcement by Jio, which recently filed a draft red herring pro-

spectus (DRHP) for an initial public offering (IPO), that it would retain the entry-

level daily unlimited data plan at ~299 and reintroduce Jio Prime membership at 

a one-time fee of ~300. As one-time membership offers protection against any 

price change till September next year, the move is being interpreted as a sign of a 

headline tariff rise sometime soon. Jio’s announcement came quickly after Bharti 

Airtel discontinued its entry-level plan at ~299 amid the ongoing commentary 

emphasising a tariff correction. The two leaders, through their different strategies, 

have indicated a changing tariff regime. 

Against the backdrop of only three tariff increases since 2019, the narrative 

around the upcoming revision is being watched with interest. Over the years, 

India’s telecom tariffs and, therefore, Arpu, have been among the lowest in the 

world. Bharti Airtel Chairman Sunil Bharti Mittal, who has been an advocate of a 

higher Arpu of around ~300 for long,  at an investor call earlier this year set a new 

ambition of a monthly Arpu of ~350. This is required in a telecom industry that has 

faced significant financial stress and still runs the risk of becoming a duopoly. In 

that scenario, an improved return on capital is a necessity in the long run. Once 

seen as one of the most promising sectors in India with international players lining 

up to be part of it, the telecom industry has witnessed many upsets over the years. 

The cancellation of multiple telecom licences in 2012, after the alleged 2G scam, 

was the biggest setback. 

While a stronger Arpu should enable the industry to make robust investment 

in futuristic technologies and serve the customer better, tariff rationalisation must 

keep in mind those subscribers looking for affordable services. This is especially for 

the under-served markets and rural India. The latest data from the Telecom Regu-

latory Authority of India (Trai) shows wireless (mobile) teledensity in rural India at 

only 59.46 per cent, with plenty of room for growth, but affordability will be the key.  

Fixing the foundations

A recent report by the Parliamentary Committee on Estimates (2026-27) titled 

“Budget and Policy aspects for providing Affordable and Quality Education in the 

Country including Review of Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE)”, pres-

ented in Parliament, flagged serious capacity constraints at the National Council 

of Educational Research and Training (NCERT) and CBSE, even as both institutions 

face expanding responsibilities. The most striking concern is the shortage of per-

sonnel. Against the 2,844 sanctioned posts at the NCERT, only 1,248 were filled as 

of October 2025, leaving 1,596 vacancies, or about 56 per cent. The gaps were not 

confined to administrative positions, but academic posts too were vacant. At the 

CBSE, 933 of the 2,117 sanctioned positions, or 44 per cent, were empty. With the 

CBSE conducting examinations for millions of students, excessive dependence on 

contractual staff is a risk to the eiciency and integrity of examination manage-

ment. These institutional shortages also have consequences for the classroom. The 

NCERT is still rolling out textbooks for Classes IX to XII, creating a transition in 

which schools are expected to implement a more competency-based curriculum 

while older study material remains in use. The committee has rightly called for 

faster development, printing and distribution of textbooks, alongside teacher train-

ing in application-based pedagogy. 

The sharp fall in enrolment between primary and higher-secondary stages 

also warrants attention. The committee has flagged inadequate availability of sec-

ondary and higher-secondary schools relative to primary and upper-primary 

schools, including all government and government-aided schools. Economic 

pressures on families, weak retention strategies, and inadequate career guidance 

further contribute to students dropping out. The problem is particularly acute in 

several regions where the higher-secondary gross enrolment ratio remains below 

50 per cent. Physical and digital infrastructure too remains uneven. Only 58.6 per 

cent of government schools in 2024-25 had an internet connection. Rural schools 

continue to face gaps in digital infrastructure, connectivity and locally relevant 

content. There are also shortages of facilities such as classrooms, laboratories and 

toilets, and the committee recommended stronger community monitoring of 

school infrastructure. 

Funding is, therefore, central. Public expenditure on education remains at 4.1 

per cent of gross domestic product (GDP), well below the 6 per cent ambition of the 

National Education Policy 2020. Its share in government spending has also fallen 

to 14.2 per cent, below Unesco’s 15 per cent benchmark. The committee recom-

mends a time-bound financial road map and a mandatory 10 per cent annual base-

line increase to move towards that target, alongside a non-lapsable education fund 

for infrastructure, digital expansion, and inclusion. Higher allocations, however, 

will not be enough unless spending translates into outcomes. The next phase 

should combine time-bound recruitment with incentives for teachers in diicult 

areas, continuous teacher training, strengthening career counselling, expanding 

connectivity, and basic facilities. Monitoring should track not just expenditure but 

also learning, attendance, retention and transition between school stages. Com-

munity-led audits through local boards and school-management committees can 

improve accountability.

India needs to strengthen teaching infrastructure

Operators must not leave those looking for basic services

India’s clean energy expansion is extraordinary. 
Doubling its share in the capacity mix in just two dec-
ades, we have raced at a pace few countries can match. 
With 297 Gw of non-fossil capacity already installed, 
another 138 Gw of large-scale solar and wind unde con-
struction, and 40 Gw of distributed solar in the pipe-
line, the 500 Gw goalpost seems within reach.  

This is a result of deliberate action over the last 
decade — financial incentives for renewable energy 
(RE) deployment and integration, competitive auctions 
to discover market-reflective prices, and the introduc-
tion of new electricity trading platforms for energy and 
ancillary services. As a result, we are not only building 
capacity but greening the electricity that reaches mil-
lions of consumers. Non-fossil sources now make up 
one-fourth of India’s annual electric-
ity generation, with their share 
momentarily crossing 50 per cent 
during the daytime in July 2025 and 
again in July 2026. This signals a last-
ing change in the supply mix. But the 
race only gets tougher now.  

Here are three major obstacles: 
One, existing grids are inflexible, 
built for one-way electricity flows. 
Two, transmission lines are slow to 
build while renewables can be 
installed faster. And three, markets 
pay only for energy, not the other 
high-value grid services essential for a reliable power 
system. Without fundamental reforms that help over-
come these obstacles, the risks of stalling investments 
in new clean energy, stranded generation capacities, 
and costly technology lock-ins remain real. Research 
by the Council on Energy, Environment and Water 
shows that a high-RE pathway is essential for India to 
reliably meet its rising electricity demand at the lowest 
cost. But that will be contingent on our ability to 
expand and modernise grids, set up frameworks that 
guide procurement of energy services at least cost, and 
formalise markets that reward flexibility.  

The transition ahead demands that we shift our 
attention from the visible spectacle of capacity addi-
tion to the invisible architecture of grid management 

and power markets. The greening of India’s power grid 
will be decided in the oices of our ministries, utilities 
and regulators: Those responsible for keeping the 
world’s third-largest power system running and where 
the real work of integrating renewable energy into a 
reliable, resilient system must play out hourly, daily, 
seasonally and annually. 

First, rapidly add flexible and advanced grid-
enhancing technologies. India’s storage capacities are 
not commensurate with its renewable energy penetra-
tion: 1 Gw battery is supporting about 60 Gw solar and 
wind in India versus 4-13 Gw in Australia, United 
States, and China. Available reserve capacity is also 
now running thin. As a result, excess daytime renew-
able energy is being curtailed despite high electricity 

demand after sunset. Traditional 
ways of expansion and upgrades will 
not suice. We need targeted inter-
ventions: Reconductoring of existing 
transmission lines to evacuate more 
power with the same infrastructure, 
enhancing reserves beyond central 
generating stations by enabling flex-
ible operations of the state-owned 
thermal fleet, mandating grid-form-
ing inverters through grid codes, and 
co-location of battery storage with 
existing and new RE capacities on 
mission mode.  

Second, rethink market design to attract invest-
ments in flexible resources and enhance trade through 
markets. Most power generated in India is traded 
through 25-year bilateral contracts, with each utility 
deciding its own operational schedules for contracted 
generators close to real-time. This practice has led to 
ineicient resource use and an under-developed 
wholesale market, making RE integration costly. India 
must test new ways to attract buyers and sellers to the 
wholesale market that pays competitive rates for 
varied services on offer. Regulators should start with 
introducing short-term capacity markets by bringing 
centrally-allocated thermal capacities into the fold, 
and deepening gradually. New market-based instru-
ments like the recently-launched Contracts-for-Dif-

ference pilot and carefully-designed variants could 
help attract investments in merchant projects selling 
clean power when utilities need it most. Only when 
markets exclusively reward capacity, energy and dis-
patchability would investments flow at scale.  

Third, redesign power procurement frameworks 
for least-cost delivery. Today, India conducts technol-
ogy-specific auctions, with thermal, solar, wind, and  
RE with storage — all mainstream options — compet-
ing within their own categories. However, the market 
is ripe for cross-technology competition to test least-
cost outcomes for utilities and consumers. Driven by 
integrated power system planning, utilities must spec-
ify the services they need over the next 10-15 years — 
capacity, flexibility, grid stability — and allow com-
petition on merit. The Ministry of Power and the Cen-
tral Electricity Regulatory Commission must 
encourage innovative tender and contract designs that 
enable procurers to evaluate bids across technologies 
and make informed choices.  

Fourth, and perhaps most critically, we must enable 
rapid digitalisation of the grid network. Discoms are 
critical nodes in the power grid, yet many still lack vis-
ibility on how consumers are using electricity, health of 
the distribution network assets and the impact of roof-
top solar and electric vehicles. Smart meters, deployed 
responsibly, could be the foundation in generating such 
intelligence, alongside nudging consumers to alter their 
electricity use when the grid is under stress. Regulators 
must work with discoms to utilise smart meter data to 
roll out appropriate time-varying tariff options for con-
sumers to choose from. Unified consumer-facing apps 
that make real-time electricity prices and granular con-
sumption visible must take equal priority.  

Electrons do not recognise the boundaries we draw 
between transmission and distribution. They flow 
according to the physics of the grid, agnostic to the 
architecture of our institutions or power purchase 
contracts. If India builds renewable capacity without 
reforming how the grid operates, we will have spent 
trillions of rupees on solar panels that cannot be fully 
utilised and wind turbines that must be curtailed 
because the system cannot absorb their output. 

The women running small enterprises powered by 
solar dryers, the farmers irrigating their fields with 
solar pumps, the millions of households who deserve 
reliable, affordable, clean electricity — they are the 
ultimate stakeholders in this transition. The green grid 
India builds will have to deliver for them as well. India 
has shown the world what is possible when we marry 
ambition with execution. The next chapter of our 
energy story must be written not in megawatts added 
but in megawatts integrated — capacity built and 
capacity utilised. That story begins in the field but 
scales only through policy, planning, technology and 
fit-for-purpose power markets of the future. 
vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv 
The writers are, respectively, CEO and fellow at the 
Council on Energy, Environment and Water.  
The views are personal

Reimagining skilling, not reengineering
The NITI Aayog report “Reimagining Skilling for 
Viksit Bharat@2047”, released this month, could have 
lived up to its title better.  Reimagining is about what 
is dared to be  questioned and touched. It is not about 
improving processes of the existing machine or 
adding bits of “middleware” to upgrade the operating 
system, but about questioning the frame and the core 
itself, and being willing to design very different sol-
utions, if warranted. 

To be fair, the report does a good job of reengineer-
ing the existing system towards the goal of “skilling” 
large numbers of people at something. What that 
“something” should be and how to adapt continuously 
as it changes is the most prickly question 
of the new age. It offers improved dis-
covery, access, affordability, internships, 
and credentialing, among other things. 
However, it feels like a factory redesigned 
for enhanced eiciency, scale and pro-
ductivity without asking whether the 
products it turns out need to be radically 
different and whether this factory can or 
should make them. 

The report has talked to young people 
about their problems with the present skil-
ling system and heard the voice of the cus-
tomer. However, “tell me what you find right or wrong 
with what is on offer” is still product-centricity, not cus-
tomer-centric listening. Talking to people about their 
livelihood search, future aspirations, what they are cur-
rently doing about it, may suggest different approaches; 
and a different role for the state and the market. 

A reimagined skilling system must be built around 
the changing world of work: What is changing, how fast, 
and how to responds to rapid changes, and counter 
intuitive shifts. For example, the runaway growth of the 
artificial intelligence (AI) industry is resulting in the 
recruitment of electricians and carpenters by the thou-
sands (The New York Times, “The Future of Artificial 
Intelligence Depends on Finding More Skilled Humans 
for Some Very Physical Jobs”).  Chris Price, the founder-
chief executive oicer of Hadrian and a rising figure in 

hard tech and AI-powered advanced manufacturing, 
says: “All the white-collar jobs are going to be auto-
mated. I think we are going to see massive hyperinfla-
tion in blue-collar salaries.” 

The report flags health care as a rising sector, but 
what is the human work required given explosive 
health tech adoption? A recent article in the Journal of 
the American Medical Association predicts that auton-
omous AI could surpass human-assisted care by 2030 
and that “humans-in-the-loop” may hinder AI per-
formance. Even on empathy, supposedly the last resort 
of humans, chatbots outperform humans, it says. 

The point is that the future is being continuously 
shaped and reshaped, its contours are 
hard to predict, and the life of each wave 
of skill demand is likely short. Reimagin-
ing, therefore, requires architecting a 
meta system capable of continuously 
sensing change and responding to it. 

A central feature of the report is its 
heavy reliance on something called 
“industry”, which will co-design cur-
ricula, own apprenticeships, provide 
placements, and so on. The construct of 
“industry” as large conglomerates and 
organised sector companies powering 

jobs is now obsolete. Such industry today employs only 
a tiny sliver of the workforce, and betting that this will 
reverse by 2047 is risky, given modern manufacturing, 
AI-enabled services, the stock market’s whip for profit 
growth and the pressure to remain cost-competitive. 

The “reimagine” question is: Who or what is 
“industry” today, and can it play the many roles this 
report expects of it? Can small and medium enter-
prises, India’s largest employer today, be the “indus-
try” that will deliver on these expectations? Not likely, 
unless some reimagining is done to make them 
capable and willing to play the role. 

Reimagining how banks can be made to fund edu-
cation loans, more easily and at scale would have been 
very useful. Yes, lifelong learning vouchers can be the 
new free foodgrains. The recommendation to fund 

skilling providers based on placements is alarming, 
given that the goal should be to build top-class institu-
tions of vocational education, capable of designing, 
delivering, and continuously adapting high-quality 
products — people — to a changing world. “Outcome-
oriented,” which the report bats for,  should mean grant 
money based on institutional parameters, which are 
more appropriate for education, rather than on place-
ments, which are more appropriate for a sales agency 
and vulnerable to malpractice. The Ministry of Educa-
tion has already worked on such quality measures. 

While the report references other countries, it bor-
rows selectively, and misses the movement towards 
“next practice” in countries including the United States 
and Germany. Germany is moving towards broader 
competencies and occupational areas and “adaptabil-
ity” as a core competence area to protect qualifications 
from becoming obsolete. The American conversation 
around vocational education is shifting too. Interest-
ingly, grants are available to people with bachelor’s 
degrees who want to retrain — highly relevant for India 
and a low-hanging fruit. It could eventually lead to 
reimagining the useless graduate degree itself, achieve 
the goal of “mainstreaming” skilling, and weaken the 
perceived hierarchy or class system between traditional 
college education and skilling that the report states. 

This is a common problem around the world that 
Germany is tackling by creating greater equivalence 
between the two systems.  Reimagining the word “skil-
ling” might itself help. America and Germany both 
include the word “education”: Career and Technical 
Education and Vocational Education and Training, 
respectively. Is too much political capital now vested 
in the word “skilling,” or does the skilling ministry 
need to stand apart from the education ministry? 

We now have a fairly good reengineering and 
tuning of the current engine of skilling. Now we 
await the reimagining — our 1991 moment for 
human development. 
vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv 
The writer is the author of Lilliput Land: How Small is 
Driving India’s Mega Consumption Story

Few leaders in contemporary Indian 
politics seem to evoke the kind of fasci-
nation that the current Karnataka Chief 
Minister D K Shivakumar does. 

After all, he is one among that brand 
of leaders that has dominated the 
national political imagination over the 
past decade: The decisive leader. Indeed, 
he is commonly referred to as the strong-
man of the Congress. In his home base of 
Kanakapura on the outskirts of Benga-
luru, he is called, sometimes with fear, 
the  bande or rock because he has with-
stood all manner of challenges to his 
unbroken string of electoral victories. 

The fascination with Mr Shivakumar, 

or D K Shi in Karnataka, is not without 
reason. His political career seems tailor-
made for a compelling book. 

Rising through the ranks, Mr Shiva-
kumar has been fiercely loyal to his 
party. While he has repeatedly been the 
“trouble-shooter”, safeguarding hapless 
legislators from being poached by the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), he has 
never shied away from expressing his 
ambition. When denied the chance to 
become chief minister in 2023, he made 
his displeasure amply clear. His patience 
was finally rewarded this July when he 
became the chief minister. 

So, there could be no better time 
than this for veteran journalist 
Rasheed Kidwai’s biography, D K Shi-
vakumar: Congress’s Crisis Manager, 
Karnataka’s Kingmaker.  

Over 240 pages, Mr Kidwai tries to 
provide readers a sketch of the politi-
cian, help locate him in the labyrinth of 
Karnataka’s politics, highlight his steep 
rise, underline his democratic creden-
tials, laud his electoral nous, put forth 

his vision for the state, and capture his 
multi-faceted personality as a business-
man-politician. This is no easy task and 
Mr Shivakumar does not lend himself to 
easy portrayals. 

The best part of Mr Kidwai’s book may 
well be its timing. It will, no doubt, find an 
interested audience. The writer clearly 
seems to have forged a connection with 
his subject, which comes through in 
some anecdotes. However, these tend to 
veer towards the banal and reveal woe-
fully little about the astute political player 
who has enjoyed obvious success. 

There are details of his early years in 
student politics, which may be handy for 
the lay reader. It has interesting details 
about his early forays in electoral politics, 
about the young leader’s fearlessness in 
challenging former Prime Minister H D 
Deve Gowda in an electoral contest. One 
key issue that stands out in this book is 
that it unfortunately either omits or does 
not dwell deeply enough on some key 
elements of Mr Shivakumar’s life that 
may have provided a more rounded view. 

For instance, the book 
barely does justice to the one 
abiding relationship that Mr 
Shivakumar himself has cher-
ished — with his former 
mentor S M Krishna. Relations 
were so close between them 
that they were able to look past 
Mr Krishna’s switch to the  BJP 
towards the end of his life. 

As one of India’s wealth-
iest politicians, he has often 
been dogged by allegations of 
corruption, has been ques-
tioned by investigative 
agencies for amassing assets 
disproportionate to his 
known sources of income. As 
a politician hailing from the 
landed Vokkaliga community 
that dominates southern Kar-
nataka, he is not an underdog either. 

The book’s weakest section is the one 
dealing with his vision for Karnataka, 
beyond some planned infrastructure pro-
jects. There is also what looks like a mini-
résumé set out in bullet points, which 
seems to be out of place. 

In other aspects, too, the book seems 
to shy away from engaging with its sub-

ject. For instance, the reader 
is repeatedly told about Mr 
Shivakumar’s electoral cre-
dentials. However, there is no 
deeper exploration of how 
that was achieved. Indeed, 
there is little evidence of a 
grand strategy beyond what 
has now become a template: 
An election management 
firm-driven outreach blitz.  

There is no mention of one 
of Mr Shivakumar’s lowest 
points. This was 2013, when 
the Congress had won a major-
ity after seven years in the wil-
derness. Siddaramaiah, an 
outsider to the party, was 
chosen as the chief minister by 
party legislators. And in 
keeping with his anti-cor-

ruption campaign, he kept Mr Shivaku-
mar out because there were allegations of 
corruption against him. Even later, many 
Congress leaders have indicated pri-
vately that their trouble-shooter may be 
more trouble than they bargained for. 

What could have been insightful was 
for a veteran journalist like Mr Kidwai to 
locate Mr Shivakumar in the current 

context of Indian democracy. Why has 
he reached the position he has in Kar-
nataka at this particular juncture? What 
does this tell us about him and, more 
importantly, Karnataka? 

Finally, the book uses the ideological 
visions of the Congress manifesto and 
there is little from Mr Shivakumar him-
self. How does he intend to govern the 
state? What is his vision for Karnataka, a 
deeply unequal state, beyond Benga-
luru? Will he continue the Siddara-
maiah model of welfare “guarantee” 
delivery or does he have a different 
vision? Will he retain his predecessor’s 
outreach to the backward classes, Dalit 
and minority communities? 

Most importantly, how does he 
intend to differentiate between the 
Congress and the BJP at this moment? 
Some within his party were alarmed at 
his decision to sing the Rashtriya 
Swayamsevak Sangh’s anthem within 
the Karnataka Assembly last year, for 
which he apologised later.   

This book and its subject are symp-
tomatic of the current juncture of 
Indian politics, where deeper ideologi-
cal engagement is subordinated to elec-
toral victories won by “strongmen”.  

‘D K Shi’ in his political labyrinth
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India needs a grid revolution

illustration: binay sinha

The focus must shift from the visible spectacle of capacity 
addition to the invisible architecture of grid management 

arunabha ghosh &  
disha agarwal

rama bijapurkar
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A child steps onto a stage, gives a flawlessly rehearsed
line, smiles at precisely the correct moment and waits
while a teacher adjusts the camera. The performance is
replayed because someone blinked. Then again because
the background was untidy. Finally, the perfect shot is
captured. Within hours, it emerges online with joyful
music, polished captions and a message celebrating expe-
riential learning. But halfway between the first take and
the last reel, an uncomfortable question arises: Was the
activity created for the child to learn or for the school
to be seen?

Social media has surely changed how schools com-
municate. Parents today want glimpses of classroom life.
Photographs and films may attractively document
success, highlight ingenuity and give families a glimpse

into situations they would otherwise miss. There is
nothing intrinsically wrong with a school showing its
work. The trouble occurs when presenting the work
increasingly becomes the work itself. True education is
rarely flashy or photogenic. It often looks quiet and plain.
It shows up as a sudden, messy question that stops a class
to start a new talk. It is the simple loop of reading, think-
ing, trying, failing and getting better. This slow work does
not make a flashy 30-second video, but a synchronised
dance does. And that is where the trap begins. Most
schools today face an increasingly competitive environ-
ment. Their social-media feeds now serve as quiet digital
brochures. A colourful activity, an impressive celebra-
tion or a confident child speaking before a camera can
communicate vibrancy far more quickly than examina-
tion results, teacher training or carefully planned class-
room instruction. But what happens when visibility
begins influencing educational priorities?

Teachers already hold responsibilities that extend well
beyond teaching. Between lesson preparation, grading,
meetings and the pressure to capture social-media-
worthy classroom pictures and videos, teachers are
stretched past their breaking point. A hidden concern
is what children learn from this culture. When every activ-
ity and achievement requires a photo or public display,
children may start viewing participation purely as a per-
formance and success solely as a bid for applause.

Activities which were meant to spark curiosity instead
turn into staged photo opportunities. Extroverted chil-

dren become the visible face of the school, while intro-
verted ones making massive academic progress remain
invisible because real growth doesn’t photograph well.
This creates a dangerous definition of success. Schools
must ask whether the constant recording strips away the
authenticity of childhood. A science experiment does not
become more educational because it was uploaded. A
plantation drive is not more meaningful because chil-
dren posed beside saplings. Kindness does not need a
hashtag to become valuable. Some of the profound edu-
cational moments simply cannot and should not be cap-
tured. The goal is not to quit social media entirely, which
is impractical. Instead, schools must re-establish their
core priorities, ensuring that genuine education always
comes before documentation.

Schools must evaluate activities by a simple standard:
is it worth doing if it isn’t posted online? Parents too can
support this shift by looking past social-media metrics
to demand deeper quality such as critical thinking,
teacher support and true student growth. Because
schools are not production houses, teachers are not
content creators, and children are not marketing assets.
Educational success outlives fleeting digital attention;
its true value is measured by what remains when the
cameras are turned off.

DIGITAL EXPERIENCE 
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Pam Bondi exposes a different mechanism:
the transformation of institutional authority into
personal loyalty. Her exceptional loyalty to
Trump did not guarantee permanence. Her
removal demonstrates the brutal rule of per-
sonalised government: loyalty is necessary but
never sufficient. A subordinate can be indispens-
able on Monday and expendable on Thursday.
Such systems consume loyalists because those
who gain institutional authority, knowledge and
independent judgement can eventually
become liabilities.

The Epstein affair further reveals the collision
between secrecy, expectation and political
loyalty. A promise to release information
creates an obligation; delay creates suspicion;
incomplete disclosure creates a vacuum filled
by speculation. The dismissed official becomes
part of the story. Removing an official does not
remove the underlying institutional crisis.

Gabbard presents the third variation. She is
the subordinate whose independent judge-
ment can become politically dangerous even
when she remains formally loyal. Her report-
ed hesitation over the justification for the Iran
war and her defence of a former subordinate
illustrate the narrow space available to officials
who possess their own institutional credibili-
ty. Such a system needs experienced people
because inexperienced loyalists are incompe-
tent. Yet experienced people possess knowl-
edge, networks and judgement of their own.
The more seriously they exercise those quali-
ties, the greater the possibility that they will dis-
agree with the leader. The system conse-
quently begins selecting not merely for loyalty
but for anticipatory obedience.

Nietzsche wrote in Beyond Good and Evil,
“Convictions are more dangerous enemies of
truth than lies.” A conviction can become
immune to evidence precisely because it is
experienced as moral identity. The political loy-
alist does not necessarily believe every state-
ment because it is factually persuasive. Joseph
Goebbels did not invent propaganda; he indus-
trialised its relationship with the modern
mass public. Stalin’s system did not survive
because every Soviet official was personally con-
vinced of every proposition issued by the
Kremlin. It survived because institutions were
progressively organised around obedience, fear,

career incentives and the destruction of inde-
pendent sources of authority. The Roman impe-
rial system offers another variation. Under
emperors such as Tiberius and Domitian, prox-
imity to power could be extraordinarily advan-
tageous and extraordinarily dangerous. Court
politics rewarded those who understood the
ruler’s psychology, but the same intimacy could
make a courtier vulnerable when the ruler’s
suspicion changed direction. Tacitus under-
stood that imperial power corrupts not only
those who command but those who adapt
themselves to command.

The personalised leader does not create loyal
institutions; he creates loyal relationships
within institutions. An institution survives a bad
minister because its procedures remain
stronger than the personality occupying the
office. A personalised administration survives
by weakening precisely those procedures.

He claims that “the more powerful than the
weaker” naturally deserves more, and that laws
can become instruments devised by the weak
to restrain the strong. That argument has sur-
vived because it contains a temptation that
democratic societies never permanently elim-
inate. Power can persuade people that its own
success is evidence of its righteousness. If the
leader wins, defeats opponents, humiliates jour-
nalists and forces institutions to retreat, sup-
porters can interpret every victory as proof that
he is right. Failure becomes sabotage by
enemies. Criticism becomes persecution.
Evidence becomes propaganda. Accountability
becomes betrayal. The political system then
develops an extraordinary capacity to convert
contradiction into confirmation.

He insists that “to do injustice is the great-
est of evils, and to suffer injustice is the next
greatest evil.” Political systems obsessed with
humiliation, victory and retaliation teach their
servants to fear losing power more than
becoming corrupted by it. Once retaining the
leader’s favour becomes the supreme political
good, every compromise with truth can be
rationalised as necessary. The official who
knows a claim is false can repeat it. The official
who knows a policy is failing can defend it. The
official who sees an institution being degrad-
ed can convince herself that she is protecting
democracy by remaining inside the room.

“He who fights with monsters should look
to it that he himself does not become a
monster.” Its political meaning is harsher.
Opposition movements can reproduce the
habits of the power they oppose. When criti-
cism becomes treason and disagreement
becomes existential, the result is not merely bad
government but epistemic decay-the loss of a
shared basis for deciding what happened.

The question is no longer why the leader
behaved as he did, but why so many educat-
ed people learned to make his behaviour
appear normal. And isn’t it happening, in dif-
ferent forms, in many of our countries?

Editor’s

National Security Advisor Ajit Doval’s arrival in Beijing for the
25th round of Special Representatives (SR) talks with Foreign
Minister Wang Yi looks, on the calendar, like routine business
under a mechanism running since 2003. It is not. This is the
first SR round in a full year, and it comes weeks before Xi
Jinping is expected in New Delhi for the BRICS Summit on
September 12-13 — a visit that would be his first to India in
years.

The border talks are, in effect, ground-clearing for a summit
both capitals want to succeed.The recent record shows real, if
narrow, movement. The October 2024 disengagement at
Depsang and Demchok ended a four-year military standoff and
revived an SR channel dormant since 2019.

Modi’s visit to Tianjin last August, his first to China in seven
years, was followed by direct flights resuming after a five-year
gap, eased visas, a revived Kailash Mansarovar Yatra, reopened
border trade, and a partial easing of Chinese curbs on fertiliser,
tunnel-boring machines and rare-earth exports. The Working
Mechanism for Consultation and Coordination on border affairs
has already met twice this year to prepare the ground for this
round.

Yet the irritants are many. The 3,488-km Line of Actual
Control remains undemarcated, and disengagement at
flashpoints has not been matched by genuine de-escalation of
the forces both sides massed after the deadly 2020 Galwan
clash. Beijing continues to claim Arunachal Pradesh as “South
Tibet,” renaming its towns, and recent reports of Chinese troop
movements there — dismissed by New Delhi but not forgotten
— keep resurfacing.

China’s tilt toward Pakistan during last year’s conflict
following the Pahalgam terror attack has not helped. Nor has
the economics: India’s trade deficit with China has crossed
$100 billion, a record, and is still widening this year, even as
New Delhi remains dependent on Beijing for as much as 90
per cent of its rare-earth magnets and permanent-magnet
imports. This is why 23 years and 25 rounds have produced
management, not resolution. For China, the boundary is one
lever among many in a wider contest with India; for India, it is
a matter of sovereignty that cannot be traded away for
economic convenience. That asymmetry of stakes, layered on a
trust deficit Galwan made permanent, means both sides now
negotiate for stability rather than settlement — a tactical thaw,
as most analysts describe it, not a strategic reset.

The way forward lies in accepting that reality rather than
resisting it. New Delhi should press the SR and WMCC
channels to make de-escalation — not just disengagement —
the next concrete milestone, while building the domestic
capacity in rare earths and manufacturing that makes
engagement with Beijing a choice rather than a compulsion.

Xi’s possible visit should be judged by whether it locks in
verifiable troop reductions, not by the optics of a handshake.
Diplomacy with China has always demanded patience without
illusions. Nothing in Beijing this week suggests that changes.

Coming just weeks before Xi’s visit to New Delhi for the
BRICS Summit, the talks aim to stabilise the relationship

and lay the groundwork for a significant summit

India-China talks: Clearing
the ground for Xi’s Delhi visit

Confidence must be backed by capability
Apropos “Confidence is India’s New Neighbourhood
Doctrine” (August 24, 2026). External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar’s formulation that India must engage China
from a position of confidence is coherent, but doctrine
and reality are two different things.

India still runs a substantial trade deficit with China and
remains dependent on it for rare earths, APIs and elec-
tronic components. Despite years of emphasis on Atma
Nirbhar Bharat, this dependence has not been meaning-
fully reduced. Confidence without the industrial and eco-
nomic strength to support it risks remaining an aspira-
tion rather than a strategy.

On Bangladesh, the contradiction is equally visible.
Allowing Sheikh Hasina to deliver a politically charged
address from Indian soil while simultaneously empha-
sising mutual interest and confident neighbourly
engagement sends mixed signals to a government in
Dhaka that India needs as a partner.
Pakistan’s evolving security ties with Saudi Arabia and
Turkey add pressure on India’s strategic environment.
Confident words alone cannot address these challenges.
Whether this doctrine becomes lasting policy or
remains rhetoric will be judged through factories, border
agreements and sustained diplomacy.

K CHIDANAND KUMAR | BENGALURU

Teach children the value of money
A tragic incident in Sambhajinagar, Maharashtra, in
which a teenage boy and his parents died while trying
to prevent him from risking his life at a tourist spot, has
raised concerns about parental guidance and financial
awareness among children. Reports suggest the boy was
distressed because his demand for an expensive mobile
phone could not be fulfilled.

Such incidents highlight a larger concern. The old saying,
“Amdani athanni aur kharcha rupaiya” - spend within your
means - remains relevant. Yet, in an age of showmanship
and consumerism, families often spend beyond their
means, sometimes relying on loans and creating finan-
cial stress. Parents must also be honest with children about
their financial limitations instead of creating the impres-
sion that every demand can be met. Children should be
taught to distinguish between needs and wants and to
understand the value of patience, effort and saving.

Similarly, parents should assess a child’s interests and
abilities before spending heavily on coaching or educa-
tion. Blind competition can leave young people frustrat-
ed and unprepared for their careers. Love children
unconditionally, but make them financially responsible
and self-reliant. Teaching them the value of money today
can help them make wiser choices tomorrow.

SUNIL OKHADE | INDORE

TAKE

THE QUESTION IS
NO LONGER WHY

THE LEADER
BEHAVED AS HE

DID, BUT WHY SO
MANY EDUCATED
PEOPLE LEARNED

TO MAKE HIS
BEHAVIOUR

APPEAR NORMAL.
AND ISN’T IT

HAPPENING, IN
DIFFERENT FORMS,

IN MANY OF OUR
COUNTRIES?

People take part in a 'Kanwar Yatra' procession on the last Monday of the holy
month of 'Shravan', in Ajmer, Rajasthan. PHOTO: PTI

PIC TALK

India’s growing coaching culture is

a symptom of a deeper crisis in

higher education and employment.

The answer is not more coaching

centres, but stronger government

colleges, better teaching and

greater job creation.

The Union and State

governments must establish more

quality government colleges,

equipped with competent faculty

and adequate infrastructure.

Teachers should be recruited

through transparent, rigorous and

corruption-free processes. Quality

education must become a public

responsibility rather than a

privilege available mainly to those

who can afford expensive

coaching.

Colleges should encourage

independent learning, critical

thinking and strong academic

foundations so students can

compete successfully in entrance

and recruitment examinations

without becoming dependent on

coaching institutes. The

employment crisis also needs

urgent attention. The growing

number of graduates and

competitive-exam aspirants cannot

be accommodated without creating

sufficient opportunities in both

government and private sectors.

Education without employment

prospects only deepens frustration.

Coaching centres, if permitted to

function, must be strictly regulated

by an independent statutory

authority. Minimum standards,

qualified teachers, transparent

operations and reasonable fee

structures should be mandatory.

Parents and students must be

protected from commercial

exploitation.

The obsession with coaching has

turned education into a costly race.

India must restore the primacy of

classrooms, teachers and merit.

sustainable way forward.

VANDANA | CHANDIGARH

INDIA MUST BREAK THE COACHING TRAP
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The Trump administration shows how power can turn institutions into instruments of personal loyalty. Beneath the combative
rhetoric and high-profile departures lies a deeper danger: persuasion replacing knowledge, loyalty eclipsing institutional

responsibility, and educated people normalising behaviour they once condemned

When loyalty becomes the only qualification

The writer is a columnist
based in Colombo

Onam must rise above celebration
Onam is more than a harvest festival or an elaborate feast.
It celebrates Kerala’s rich cultural heritage while carry-
ing a timeless message of equality, compassion and social
harmony. The legend of King Mahabali evokes an era
remembered for dignity, prosperity and fairness.

At a time when commercialisation increasingly over-
shadows traditional celebrations, Onam offers an oppor-
tunity to return to its deeper values. The festival should
bring people together, transcending barriers of caste,
creed, religion and social status. Unity and mutual
respect must remain central to its spirit.

Celebrations must also become environmentally
responsible. Avoiding single-use plastics and creating tra-
ditional Pookalams with locally available, natural flowers
can help protect the environment without compromis-
ing tradition. Most importantly, Onam should be a festi-
val of sharing. 

Let this Onam be more than feasting and festivities. Let
it strengthen our commitment to unity, harmony, envi-
ronmental responsibility and compassion. Preserving
these values will ensure that Onam remains meaningful
and continues to inspire generations to come, while
reminding us that true celebration lies in kindness, inclu-
sion and collective responsibility.

JUBEL D’CRUZ | MUMBAI

SAKSHI
SETHI

Here is where it is coming to an end, step by step.
The façade is crumbling; the putrid structure is
becoming visible. First, they leave. There is no
grand theoretical explanation, no elaborate
political doctrine, no convincing institutional
account. They simply depart, citing personal
reasons, political disagreements, reassignment
or silence. This is how such systems often end,
not with a single dramatic collapse, but with
departures that gradually reveal what had been
concealed by the appearance of control. President
Trump’s administration offers a laboratory in
which loyalty can become more valuable than
competence, repetition more useful than evi-
dence, aggression more effective than explana-
tion, and personal allegiance more important
than institutional responsibility. The deeper
danger is that intelligent people learn to justify
the behaviour, reproduce it and eventually
mistake their participation in it for political virtue.
The political order begins to fracture, and their
loyalty does not necessarily protect them.

Pam Bondi, former Attorney General, Tulsi
Gabbard, the former spy chief, and Karoline
Leavitt, the former White House press secretary,
are revealing precisely because they are not iden-
tical figures. Leavitt transformed the office of
White House press secretary from an institution
supposed to mediate between government and
journalists into something closer to a combat plat-
form. The press secretary became an amplifier.
The exchange was no longer about what the
administration had done, but about how effec-
tively the administration could defeat the person
asking. A press briefing ceases to be an informa-
tion mechanism when the performance of dom-
inance becomes more important than the trans-
mission of information. The exchange is clipped,
posted, shared, praised, attacked and recycled.
A hostile question becomes a thirty-second
video. The answer need not survive scrutiny if the
clip survives the news cycle. The reporter could
be recategorised as an enemy, a partisan, a “left-
wing hack”. Once that transformation occurs, the
factual content of the question becomes sec-
ondary. The audience is invited to judge allegiance
rather than accuracy. This is precisely the polit-
ical psychology of propaganda. The public no
longer asks, “Is the claim true?” It asks, “Whose
side is this person on?” Plato’s warning about per-
suasion without knowledge becomes particular-
ly relevant here because propaganda does not
require the elimination of facts. It requires only
the destruction of a common procedure for decid-
ing which facts deserve belief.

Schools are not content factories

NILANTHA
ILANGAMUWA



There is  a
moment near the
end of
C h r i s t o p h e r
Nolan’s The
Odyssey that the
film refuses to
hurry. Odysseus
is home after
twenty years.
Penelope will not
have him, so she

sets a trap. She orders the marital bed carried
out of the chamber. And the man who outlast-
ed Troy, the Cyclops and ten years at sea finally
breaks, because that bed cannot be carried any-
where. He built it around the trunk of a living
olive tree, still rooted in the ground, and raised
the room around it.

That is how she knows him. Not by the face,
which 20 years have changed, and not by the
plunder or the fame. He is recognised because
one thing of his could not be moved. I watched
that scene in a Noida multiplex on a Sunday after-
noon, and found I could not swallow.

We file the Odyssey under adventure. It is
nothing of the kind. It is a migration story, and
it happens to be ours. According to the 2011
Census, Uttar Pradesh and Bihar emerged as
India’s largest sources of inter-state migrants,
together accounting for 20.9 million people, or
37  per cent of the country’s total inter-state
migrant population. Delhi and Mumbai stood out
as major migrant destinations.

Through the 1980s and 1990s and
into the 2000s, middle and lower
middle class families across the Hindi
belt reached the same conclusion at
roughly the same time: that land was
finite, that a government job was a
lottery, and that the only asset which
could not be partitioned among
brothers was a degree.Plots were
sold, jewellery pledged, sons put on
trains to Bangalore and to the coach-
ing lanes of Mukherjee Nagar.

They were right. Education was the
finest investment available to them
and it paid, in salaries their fathers
could not have imagined and in a con-
fidence their districts had never been
allowed. Distance became degrees,
degrees became salary, salary became
square feet. Nobody was wrong to
board that train.

I was one of them. I left Hajipur, a
small town in Bihar, for Delhi, chasing
something I have still not caught.
None of it troubled me while my father was alive.
As long as he was, the town stayed mine,
because I was somebody’s son in a place that
knew what that meant. He died in January. It did
not only take a father. It cut a cord.

The psychologist Pauline Boss calls this
ambiguous loss: grief that never closes, because
what you have lost is neither fully gone nor recov-
erable. The town is exactly where it always was.
The lanes, the school, the tea shop at the

turning. I can go back any week I choose. I cannot
return. There is no ritual for this, and no leave
application that covers it.

What I notice now is what the town had that
no city sells. My parents, in their last years, were
attended by four people. Eye drops on schedule,
tea at the right hour, whatever food they asked
for, arriving. In Noida my domestic help fails to
turn up one morning and by evening the house
is a battlefield.

This is not an argument about ser-
vants. It is an argument about density
of proximity, affection, care and
bonding. The small town runs on
thick, unpriced obligation: neighbours,
cousins, retainers of thirty years, people
who owed you nothing enforceable
and turned up anyway. The metropol-
itan life runs on thin, purchasable
service. We did not upgrade. We
swapped a web for a transaction, and
a transaction will not sit with you at
two in the morning.

My father never owned a car. I am on
my third, and there will be others. Yet
he was the richer man. Because he
never had to struggle with the anxiety
of what defines his identity, unlike us
in the metropolitan where my square
footage, length of my car, make of my
shoes, fragrance of my deodorant,
brand of my pen, club membership or
lack of it became synonymous with my
identity. Without ever realising, one got

sucked into the nothingness of materialism,
while losing the sense of belonging to some-
where. Simone Weil wrote in 1949 that to be
rooted is the most important and least recog-
nised need of the human soul. Her more uncom-
fortable observation is the one worth sitting with.
Uprootedness, she said, is contagious. The
uprooted go on to uproot others. Which brings
me to the part I find hardest to write.

My children will leave too and they will go

where the work is, exactly as I did, and I have
no standing to object, because I am the one who
taught them that mobility and ambition are the
same word. I do not know how many years I will
live near them, or whether the arithmetic of care
my parents took for granted will exist by the time
it is my turn. Two generations have been built
on the assumption that families can rearrange
themselves at will and the bonds will hold
anyway. Nobody has done the accounting on
what that costs at the far end.

Education is a ladder. It must not become a
blinker. Those of us no longer hostage to an
employer’s geography, still free to steer our wings
in any direction, might ask what we are using
that freedom for. Freedom exercised only to
accumulate is not freedom. It is a longer leash.

On Calypso’s island, Odysseus is offered
immortality and eternal youth if he will only stay.
He turns it down for a mortal wife and a rocky,
unimportant island. Most of us have made the
opposite trade, in instalments, without ever
being asked to sign.

And in the first book of the poem, long before
Odysseus himself appears, his son Telemachus
leaves home to go looking for a father he cannot
remember.We have raised a generation of
Telemachuses. The question is whether we
have left them anything to sail towards. Anything
that, when the time comes, cannot be moved.

Prashant Kishor has taken oath as MLA from Bankipur,
and the first real scorecard for his politics will likely
be written in employment numbers, not vote
counts. Jobs and self-employment, more than any
other portfolio, will decide whether his new role is
seen as substance or spectacle. 

He has pledged to help 10,000 young people from
his constituency find work. Barely has the promise
settled when Purnea MP Pappu Yadav, who has long
positioned himself as a benefactor of Bihar’s job
seekers, raised the stakes further — announcing that

30-40 companies will visit Purnea, reportedly with Rahul Gandhi in attendance,
to offer jobs to roughly the same number of youths. Two politicians, two nearly
identical figures, one obvious question: whose number is bigger matters far less
than how many of these jobs actually show up on the ground. Kishor’s plan leans
on personal capital rather than public office. He has said he intends to draw on
his corporate contacts to link unemployed youth with hiring companies, and has
reportedly travelled outside Bihar recently to meet business associates toward
that end. 

Manoj Bharti, Jan Suraaj’s state president, has been blunt about what this means
in practice: these will be private-sector jobs, not government ones, and most will
be located outside Bihar altogether, since — in his own assessment — the state
lacks companies capable of absorbing that scale of hiring. That distinction between
government and private employment is not incidental; it is central to Kishor’s
own argument. During the 2025 Bihar assembly campaign, he pointed out that
only about 23 lakh people have entered government service across all 75 years
of Bihar’s history — from peon to chief secretary — a mere 1.97 percent of the state’s
population. Even raising reservation to 100 percent on the ten lakh government
jobs politicians love to cite, he noted, would still leave 98 percent of Biharis outside
the government payroll. 

That reality is what pushed him toward a private-sector, network-driven route
instead — and it’s a route with a structural limit built in: an MLA has no author-
ity to hand out private jobs. At
best, Kishor can be a matchmak-
er between companies and can-
didates, which makes his promise
unusually easy to measure, 
and unusually easy to expose if it
falls short.

The metrics that will actually
matter go well beyond how many
young people submit applica-
tions. What counts is how many
get interviews, how many receive
offer letters, and — critically —
how many are still employed six
months or a year later. A job that
evaporates after a few weeks, or
one that pays too little to change
a family’s fortunes, cannot hon-
estly be called employment gen-
eration. Pappu Yadav’s Purnea ini-
tiative invites the same scrutiny.
Company vis i ts  and Rahul
Gandhi’s high-profile presence generate headlines, but neither tells us how many
actual vacancies exist or how many candidates will walk out with a job. 

Bihar has seen enough job fairs in its metros to know the pattern well: large
turnouts, stacks of resumes collected, interviews conducted, photographs taken
for the record — and often very little hiring that actually follows once the cameras
leave. An offer letter followed by an actual joining date is the only meaningful
marker of success; everything before that is process, not outcome. This scrutiny
matters more in Bihar than almost anywhere else, because employment has
become one of the state’s most potent — and most abused — political curren-
cies. Generations of young Biharis have spent years preparing for government
exams, only to be undone by leaked papers and recruitment scandals, while the
private sector has never grown fast enough to absorb the numbers entering the
job market each year. 

Given that history, when Yadav says he has created jobs “for decades,” the fair
follow-up is: how many, doing what, for which companies, at what pay, and for
how long? Bharti has essentially issued the same challenge — asking Yadav to
place his employment record, government or private, in the public domain for
Purnea and Bihar at large. The same standard should bind Kishor. If Bankipur’s
10,000-job target is real, the honest move is to publish the whole funnel: appli-
cations received, shortlists made, participating companies, interviews held, offers
extended, and — the number that matters most — how many actually joined.
Yadav’s Purnea event deserves identical transparency: the companies involved,
vacancy counts, roles, salaries, appointment letters issued, and joining figures.

That level of disclosure is what would finally move Bihar’s employment poli-
tics past sloganeering — beyond vague talk of recruitment drives, skill missions
and industrial investment — toward what young people actually need: appoint-
ment letters, dependable pay, and a career rather than a string of temporary gigs.
Bihar’s population skews remarkably young, and government jobs alone were
never going to absorb it; the state needs private capital, manufacturing, services,
entrepreneurship and skilling investment working together, including opportu-
nities beyond its own borders.

Both leaders’ plans have genuine potential if pursued seriously — Kishor’s
network-driven bridge-building and Yadav’s company-outreach model are differ-
ent routes to the same destination. For Kishor, delivering on Bankipur could become
a defining achievement; falling short would turn it into a cautionary headline.
For Yadav, a successful Purnea rollout would finally give substance to years of
claims about employment generation. In the end, Bihar’s youth are unlikely to
be swayed by another round of grand announcements.
They will measure both men by the appointment
letters that land in their hands. The question worth
asking, then, isn’t who promised 10,000 jobs — it’s
who actually delivered them.
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The writer is a veteran journalist
and social activist

The writer is a commentator and strategic 
communications expert

GYAN BHADRA

NAVNEET ANAND

ones? Another big fraud is the so-called Non-Resident Indian
(NRI) quota. This mechanism of quota in medical and techni-
cal institutions functions as a legalised fast track, while meri-
torious poor students suffer. This system allows rich candidates
with significantly lower entrance ranks to purchase seats simply
because they can pay three to five times the regular fee.

When money buys entry while merit sits on a waiting list,
the social contract between the state and its youth shatters.

Though the Supreme Court of India recently slammed expand-
ed definitions of the NRI quota as a “money-spinning tactic” and
a “fraud” on merit, institutional loopholes continue to mone-
tise education. Other countries offer a stark contrast; many devel-
oped nations treat higher education as vital public infrastruc-
ture rather than a commercial enterprise. For example, in
Germany, public universities charge zero tuition fees for
undergraduate programmes, and in France, higher education
is heavily state-subsidised, with public university tuition set at
nominal rates (often under 250 euros per year for standard
degrees). In Norway, Finland, and Denmark, public universities
operate under state-funded models, ensuring higher education
remains a public right free from commercial exploitation. These
countries understand a basic principle: an educated youth yields
higher tax bases, stronger innovation, and better civic gover-
nance over a lifetime.

Learning in India is becoming a profit-driven marketplace,
leading to fundamental distortions. First, it results in the denial
of access to higher education at an affordable cost. Secondly,
meritocracy is subverted, and wealth replaces talent and hard
work as the primary gateway to elite professions. Third, fami-
lies are plunged into multi-generational debt, turning higher
education into a debt trap. When medical graduates pay over
a crore for an MBBS, the market pressure to recover that capital
inflates healthcare costs for the entire country.

I would like to earnestly request the Prime Minister and all
political parties to forge a consensus on drastically reforming
the education sector. A National Education Fee Task Force should
be set up to assess the cost of education first in government
and private institutions by taking all parameters into account.
A massive scheme should be launched by an Act of Parliament
to make higher education accessible and affordable.

The Central and State Governments, operating alongside judi-
cial oversight, must act immediately.

This task force must be legally empowered to audit and cap
fees, establish strict, transparent fee ceilings for all profession-
al degrees, ie Medical, Engineering, Management, and Law, across
both public and private sectors, strictly according to actual oper-
ational costs rather than profit margins or aggressive capital
expansion.

The task force must abolish monetised quotas and eliminate
commercial seats such as the NRI quota in private and state insti-
tutions, ensuring seat allocation remains strictly merit-based.
Further, it must ensure subsidised student loan interest rates
for lower — and middle-income families. We must realise that
a nation that sells its classrooms to the highest bidder sells its
own future. It is time to stop treating higher education as a wind-
fall commercial enterprise and restore it as a sacred public trust.

Commercialisation is killing 
middle-class dreams

The writer is Former Director General
of the ‘Indian Council of Forestry
Research and Education’  He is

presently Chairman of the ‘Centre for
Resource Management and

Environment

Bihar’s jobs politics: 

From promises to reality

The institutions once created to democratise opportunity are increasingly beginning to resemble marketplaces.
The question India must now confront is uncomfortable: when education becomes a privilege that only the

affluent can comfortably afford, what happens to the promise of merit, mobility and equal opportunity?

The bed that could not be moved

The recent agitation at
Jantar Mantar, Jharkhand,
and in many other states
over paper leaks has
shaken the conscience of
the nation. The spark
ignited by the unwar-
ranted UGC guidelines
dividing students and
the country along caste
lines was overtaken by
the paper leak controver-
sy and put the country
into utter turmoil, which
was exploited by anti-
national forces, as in pre-

vious two agitations. The recent police actions and expo-
sures on paper leaks have proved that senior professors
and a chain of people responsible for conducting the
exams were found deeply involved in this racket, which
clearly proves the cesspool of the Indian education system.
Let me discuss how the changes have occurred since
people like me from the middle class got admitted and
completed a Master’s degree and my son got admitted
in 2001 in B Tech at IIT Delhi and completed B Tech with
a very nominal yearly fee of less than eighteen thousand.
Today, it is not possible for a Group A officer to admit his
children to private medical colleges as the fees are exor-
bitantly high.

Let us examine this issue as, across the length and
breadth of India, an unspoken tragedy is unfolding inside
middle-class homes. The desperate parents are looking
at their life savings, calculating property values, and won-
dering if they can afford to keep their child’s dreams alive.
The outrage exploding among Indian youth today is not
merely about leaked question papers or compromised
examinations. Those are just the visible sparks landing
on a massive economic despair. Beneath the headlines
lies a far deeper, more insidious crisis: the outright com-
mercialisation of higher education. A seat in a classroom
— once viewed as a gateway out of poverty — has been
transformed into a high-yield investment asset class. Today,
education, instead of realising the dreams of parents, is
being choked by the heavy ash of commercial greed.

How did a nation that built its identity on accessible
public education allow its finest institutions to become
playgrounds for financial privilege? Publicly funded
institutions were originally established to democratise
excellence using taxpayers’ money. Today, their fee struc-
tures reflect a sharp corporate turn, functioning under the
banner of financial self-sustainability.

At premier management institutes like IIM Ahmedabad,
Bangalore, and Calcutta, the flagship two-year Post
Graduate Programme in Management fee stands at
approximately `24.5 lakh to `27.5 lakh. When personal
expenses, books, and living costs are added, the total bill
easily pushes towards ̀ 30 lakh to ̀ 35 lakh. For a standard
four-year B Tech degree across Indian Institutes of
Technology (IITs), tuition fees sit at ̀ 1,00,000 per semes-
ter. Once institutional fees, mess overheads, and hostel
charges are factored in, a student spends ̀ 9.5 lakh to ̀ 13.9
lakh across four years. For families locked out of the hyper-
competitive government medical seats, private medical
colleges demand anywhere from `50 lakh to well over
`1.5 crore for an undergraduate degree.

Now look at the inequality chasm: costs versus average
Indian income. The paradox of India’s higher education
pricing becomes stark when evaluated against the eco-
nomic reality of an ordinary citizen. India’s average net
annual per capita income is approximately ̀ 2,08,000. The
tuition and programme fees of an IIM MBA (̀ 27.5 lakh) equal
more than 13 years of an average Indian’s total annual gross
income. A four-year B.Tech at an IIT `11 lakh) consumes
over five years of average annual earnings. A private
medical seat costing `1 crore requires the equivalent of
nearly 48 years of an average citizen’s net income. To
bridge this massive gap, families are forced into commer-
cial banks where student loans carry interest rates ranging
between 8.5 per cent and 13 per cent annually.

A student enters the workforce carrying a crushing debt
burden before earning their first salary. Young graduates
are forced to abandon careers in basic science, public
service, or entrepreneurship simply to chase high-paying
corporate roles needed to service monthly EMIs. I am
reminded of the then Education Minister, Murli Manohar
Joshi, who, in the government led by Atal Behari Vajpayee,
questioned the fee hikes by the IIMs and IITs, but in the
name of autonomy, he was criticised by these institutions.
The question is, when government IIMs and IITs are becom-
ing commercial and profiteering, then why not the private
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Life is a lot like jazz... it’s best when you improvise.
George Gershwin

Radio Gaga: Radio Mandovi is here  
The State got its ‘�rst’ community radio station and, interestingly 
enough, one based in the village of Moira, in Bardez 

I t came as quite a surprise to learn 
that Goa was about to get a new ra-
dio station. In fact, only a few days 

a�er hearing about the plan, we could 
hear the community radio station (CRS) 
come alive on the airwaves last Sunday. 
Goa thus got its “�rst” community radio 
station---and, interestingly enough, one 
based in the village of Moira, in Bardez.

Longtime fans of the radio, like this 
columnist, have been despairing for 
equally long a time over the way that 
medium has been functioning across In-
dia. A�er campaigns in the 1990s and an 
opening up of community radio in 2007, 
everyone thought it had a great future in 
India. But was that the case?

Today, the reality is that getting per-
missions to set up a community radio 
station is not quite easy. In Goa, some 
commercial FM radio stations have 
closed down too. St Xavier’s College at 
Mapusa got a licence, while Goa Univer-
sity attempted to get one.

An amazing experiment like World-
Space, which brought us crystal clear 
music to large parts of the globe, has 
long since folded up.

Goa’s radio history is unique and de-
serves a closer study. It began in the 
1940s with the Portuguese-run Emissora 
de Goa. That was launched with tenta-
tive test transmissions, and then grew to 
become one of the popular broadcasters 
in Asia (a�er bigger names like Radio 
Ceylon).

These big and in�uential radio sta-
tions were run from tiny parts of the con-
tinent. Today, the generation that heard 
them has largely passed on. But there 
are books capturing that history, nar-
rating the stories of the late prominent 
announcer Imelda Tavora, and the 1950s 
radio personality Rodrigo Augiar (told by 
his daughter Sharbelle Fernandez).

All India Radio-Akashvani came in 
from the early 1960s. Later, Goa was cho-
sen, unexpectedly, along with the four 
metros to have FM broadcasting started 
here in the 1990s. Newspapers like the 
Times of India and Mid-Day took to the 
airwaves here.

Later, in this century, licences for pri-
vate stations in Goa were auctioned. Ra-
dio Mirchi 98.3, Big FM 92.7 and Radio 
Indigo 91.9 emerged. Only the last con-
tinues to operate.

Gyan Vani 107.8 MHz, the education-
al network linked to IGNOU, stopped 
broadcasting in Goa, though some of 
its programmes were informative.

As Radio Mandovi crackled to life (I 
missed the �rst few minutes, struggling 
to pick it up on my dial), one hopes for 
the best, but also sees space for caution.

It is a good thing that the initiative 
has reached so far. It is led by expat 
Ashwin Fernandes (whom one knew as 
a tech-savvy youngster maybe two dec-
ades ago). Content is managed by Cor-
delia Francis, a journalist colleague, 
with a team of more, and Fernandes’ 
PACT Foundation.

For long now, it has been said that 
Goa is “the only state’ without a com-
munity radio station of its own. Voice 
of Xavier’s, or VOX 90.4 MHz, howev-
er was inaugurated by St Xavier’s Col-
lege, Mapusa, in Dec 2006, by the for-
ward-looking then Principal Newman 
Fernandes.

Yet, despite its launch, it didn´t hit 
the airwaves. Maybe it came too ear-
ly; it was then tough to generate audio 
content, with tools and skills not easily 
available here. Of course, the electron-
ics talent within the college did a good 
job in even creating their own inexpen-
sive transmitter.

Radio in India is facing what some 
call a “three-way squeeze”. The gov-
ernment has been cautious over open-
ing up this sector, which has been 
heavily regulated since colonial times. 
Radio faces economic, regulation and 
digital competition challenges. Private 
FM is heavily dependent on advertis-
ing. Licences come with many terms, 
which might be hard for smaller play-
ers to keep up with. News is disallowed 
on private or community FM stations.

With the growth of the social media, 
there is also competition from You-
Tube, Spotify and other spaces. Getting 
trained personnel can be a challenge, 
ditto for locally-produced content, 
though the government promises sup-

port.
Yet, one can´t write o� radio. This 

technology is far from outdated; it has 
a role to play. Radio has enormous po-
tential for hyperlocal, multilingual and 
low-cost communication.

In Goa, radio has its own challeng-
es. This is a small, fragmented adver-
tising market. Commercial FM stations 
rely heavily on music and standardised 
formats. So, there is little incentive to 
invest heavily in expensive, locally pro-
duced programming. But Goa is rich in 
stories waiting to be told.

AIR, despite its headstart and rich 
archives, through FM Rainbow, main 
and Vividh Bharati services, has to face 
changing listening habits and institu-
tional constraints. It seems to have re-
duced Goa-speci�c FM programming. 
So how does Goa turn its cultural rich-
ness into �nancially sustainable, well 
produced and compelling program-
ming? Will the audiences recognise its 
potential?

Another issue is reach. Radio Mand-
ovi said it would be heard in a 10 km 
radius from Moira. That restricts its 
reach.

In the meanwhile, we have also lost 
the habit of radio listening. When did 
we last tune in to radio?

Even buying a decent radio can be 
tough, though smartphone apps (like 
FM Radio, which I’m listening on right 
now) help to somewhat �ll the gap.

But this need not make us gloomy. 
Stations like Radio Sarang (at Manga-
lore’s St Aloysius Deemed University) 
has scaled up in style. It broadcasts 
in multiple languages (four, including 
Konkani). If you’re far from Mangaluru, 
tune in at https://radiosarang.com/#

Others like RadioMango.Ca, the Can-
ada-based Konkani broadcaster, has 
run its two-hours-a-week programme 
for over a decade.

If the new radio station can live up to 
its promise, it can contribute to Goa´s 
understanding of itself.

If the new radio 
station can live 
up to its prom-
ise, it can con-
tribute to Goa´s 
understanding 
of itself 
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scramble in the present stuck between 
being who they really are and disowning 
themselves.  Stuck between bowing to 
Gandhi and idolising his killer Godse 
too. Stuck between claiming a legacy 
that is not theirs, while trying to advance 
their true legacy of hate and discrimina-
tion. What a pathetic lot. Unable to say 
proudly who they really are once for all, 
because clearly it is nothing to be proud
of. Always playing hide and seek with 
the truth and having to lurk in the shad-
ows to cover up their darkness. Beware 
of the Sanghis.

VINAY DWIVEDI,  Benaulim

Need to address government 
policy of subjugation
Every Indian citizen should have the 
freedom to keep their ruling politi-
cians in check including criticizing and 

THE INBOX >> I
Old politicians must relax, 
prioritise their health
It is amusing and sad to see elderly 
politicians, including those who have 
switched from Congress to BJP, clam-
ouring for election tickets despite their 
advancing age—some with “one foot 
in the co�n and the other outside.” 
Perhaps their election symbol should 
be a co�n, so they can �nally rest in 
peace. It’s time for these senior leaders 
to relax, enjoy time with their grand-
children, and prioritize their health. 
Repeated hospital admissions are not 
a sign of strong leadership. Please do 
not believe that Goa’s politics will stall 
or collapse without you. Many former 
Congress leaders laid the foundation for 
key projects like Mopa Airport, Konkan 
Railway, and vital bridges—initiatives 
that the current BJP government is 
merely following. Unfortunately, when it 
comes to exploiting Goa and its people, 
politicians from all parties seem to be 
on the same team, deceiving the public 
for their own greed. But excessive greed 
is harmful—not just to Goa, but to your 
own health. Remember, money remains 
in this world long a�er we are gone, but 
we do not.

RONNIE DSOUZA, Chandor

Godse belonged to them, 
but they disowned him
The Independence Struggle does not 
belong to them, they did not lay their 
lives down for it. Sardar Vallabhai Patel 
does not belong to them, he banned 
them. The National Flag does not belong 
to them, they never recognised it. Vande 
Mataram does not belong to them, they 
never sang it. Yet now they want to lay 
claim to all of it. On the other hand... 
The British were their lords and masters, 
they were paid by them. But now they 
disown them. Godse belonged to them, 
but they disowned him. See how they 

protesting, but it appears that Indian 
and particularly Goan corrupt politi-
cians, have an an intimidation policy in 
place, which not only restricts or prevent 
people from exercising their democratic 
rights, but also manipulating votes to fa-
vour the corrupt MLAs ministers via jobs, 
postal votes, mass political meetings 
etc. Even for o�cial requirements, meet-
ings, govt work etc many people whose 
salaries are paid by the government, are 
forced to do so extra/stressful and many 
times unnecessary government work. 
We need to address this government 
policy of slavery, subjugation and intim-
idation of people working for govern-
ment or government aided entities.

ARWIN MESQUITA, Colva

Inconsequential issues 
taking centre stage
The BJP recently condemned Congress 
for its decision to sing just two stanzas of 
Vande Mataram at its events and vowed 
to protect the dignity and the national 
status of the full version of the national 
song. In a resolution passed at a meeting 
of its core committee members, the 
ruling party declared that it will launch 
a pan India campaign to emphasise the 
importance of Vande Mataram. This is 
just a last ditch pathetic attempt by PM 
Modi to save his kursi by polarising vot-
ers for electoral bene�t. There are many, 
many real issues that the government
must address, for instance the pathetic 
state of government schools across the 
country, crumbling infrastructure,  poor 
healthcare, corruption, unemployment, 
youth frustration, price rise etc. instead 
of spending time in name calling citizens 
(Dimagi Naxals, Urban Naxals, Soros 
Funded agents, Khalistanis etc.) or de-
bating how many stanzas of a patriotic 
song must be sung and who said what 
in 1937. Nonsensical issues are taking 
centrestage.

MISHA, Varca

Kudos to Saligao villagers opposing Sec 39A
The Saligao gram sabha on Sunday unanimously adopted a 
resolution opposing Section 39A of the Town and Country Plan-
ning (TCP) Act and also voiced opposition to mega projects in 
the village. The villagers rightly said that the above controversial 
Section 39A was being used by the government to convert agri-
cultural �elds, bunds and forest land into settlement areas only 
for the bene�t of the builders. They also alleged that mega-pro-
jects were being approved by the TCP Department without taking 
into consideration the lack of basic infrastructure. The villagers 
later passed a resolution calling for the protection of agricultural 
land, paddy �elds, water bodies and eco-sensitive areas from 
conversion. Well, many mega-projects (with swimming pools) 
are indeed slowly coming up on the quiet in residential areas 
across Saligao against the wishes of the locals. I would like 
to congratulate some vigilant villagers for coming out in large 
numbers at the gram sabha meeting on Sunday, for daringly 
questioning the Sarpanch/other panch members over a variety 
of issues and �nally passing a resolution to stop the ongoing 
destruction of their village.

JERRY FERNANDES, Saligao

OPEN SPACE >> 

No physical boarding pass:
More queries than answers

Passengers �ying out of Indian airports will reportedly no longer be required 
to carry a physical boarding pass as immigration authorities have decided 
to do away with the stamping of this document from September 1. Instead, 

passengers travelling abroad will have to produce an e-boarding on their smart-
phone for immigration clearance. But then what happens to passengers who do 
not have smartphones?  A large number of Goans travel to destinations in the 
Gulf, where they may be employed. Not every passenger is necessarily digitally 
con�dent, and not everyone may own a smartphone capable of displaying an 
e-boarding pass. The physical stamp on a boarding pass provides a tangible 
record that can be retained by the passenger. What happens, for instance, if a 
passenger loses the phone on which the boarding pass was displayed? What if 
the phone battery dies at the airport?  A migrant worker returning to Goa a�er 
several years, for example, may need documentary proof of a previous journey 
for an o�cial, legal, employment or immigration-related purpose. Will there be 
a mechanism through which that person can obtain an authenticated copy of 
their departure record?

ADELMO FERNANDES, Vasco

A violent group clash outside a prominent nightclub in the 
capital city in the wee hours of Sunday has put the spot-
light back on law and order and the security of nightlife. 
Amid the parties, club culture and endless �ow of alco-
hol, a darker reality is becoming increasingly di�cult to 

ignore. A disturbing rise in violent, alcohol-fuelled brawls is begin-
ning to tarnish the State’s image. What was once brushed aside as 
occasional drunken misbehaviour is now starting to resemble a seri-
ous law-and-order problem, exposing the consequences of allowing 
unchecked partying to take precedence over public safety.

The Sunday incident o�ers a glimpse of how quickly situations 
can spiral out of control. In the early hours of August 23, this violent 
brawl outside an upscale nightclub near Patto reportedly began with 
a trivial confrontation. The use of abusive language by one member 
of a group while another vehicle was reversing soon escalated into 
an aggressive �st �ght. One man was critically injured and allegedly 
strangled, and, going by the visuals that went viral, the exchanges 
appeared life-threatening. By Sunday evening, eight people were ar-
rested on charges of attempted murder.

There have been umpteen cases of such brawls leading to violent 
exchanges in Panaji and in the tourism-centric spaces like Calan-
gute-Baga-Anjuna. Under the in�uence of alcohol, youth have been 
resorting to knuckle dusters, pepper sprays, iron rods, swords and 
even �rearms. Lest we forget, in 2014, a brawl outside a Patto night-
club saw youth engaged in a violent tussle where one lost his eye a�er 
being hit by a sword. Injuries, bloodshed, and hostile environments 
have, in many instances, rendered the party space murky. Even in 
quieter locales of South Goa, Benaulim has witnessed a glass-bottle 
attack in a parking area of a nightclub.

This growing lawlessness is thriving in a vacuum created by the ag-
gressive promotion of nightlife without adequate institutional safe-
guards. A State that actively markets its nightlife and alcohol-driven 
entertainment must also recognise the risks that come with it. Crowds, 
alcohol and late-night revelry can easily turn minor arguments into 
violent confrontations. Leaving busy clubs and nightlife hubs with-
out su�cient policing makes these areas vulnerable to such incidents 
escalating.

The need of the hour is not token action a�er every violent incident 
and subsequent arrests, but a sustained and visible enforcement 
strategy. Arrests don’t set precedents. Those arrested in the brawl 
were already out on bail by Monday a�ernoon. Dedicated police 
patrols and stationed personnel should be deployed outside major 
nightlife hubs, beach hotspots and casino transit zones during late-
night hours.

Nightclubs must also be made accountable for maintaining order 
not only inside their premises but in the immediate areas around 
them, with strict crowd-control measures and zero tolerance for vi-
olent behaviour. At the same time, the crackdown on illegal beach 
parties, unauthorised public drinking and violent public misconduct 
must be consistent and uncompromising.

Goa cannot a�ord to allow its identity to be shaped by drunken 
brawls and public violence. The government must bear responsibil-
ity for upholding safety in an environment it has shaped. Nightlife 
and clubbing have gained massive popularity, and so have casinos.  
But these cannot come at the expense of civil order and public safe-
ty. Before the situation gets out of hand, the government must move 
decisively to restore discipline and not let the image of the State be 
overshadowed by violence and lawlessness.

Deploy security at
violence-prone
clubbing zones  
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Tuesday Trivia
Indus Valley civilization is credited with building 
the city of Mohenjo-daro, one of the world’s 
earliest planned urban settlements

538962471

927341568

614785923

891637254

762458319

345219687

186594732

259873146

473126895

HOW TO PLAY SUDOKU
� Each row, column, and 
3 by 3 square must have 
the numbers 1 through 
9. These numbers can’t 
be repeated in each row, 
column, and square.
� When solving an easy 
Sudoku, the �rst thing you 
should do is look for de�-
nites. De�nites are num-
bers that are de�nitely 
going to be there. Starting 
at 1, draw imaginary lines 
through boxes in that 1’s 
row and/or column. When 
there is only one box left in 
the 3x3 box, you know that 
is a de�nite.
� If you get stuck, go back alook at everything. That one number is usually all you need 
to get going again. If you still cannot �nd any solutions, start labeling every block with 
every number that could possibly go in that box.

8 2

9 2 7 1 6

6 1 5 3

9 1 3 5

4 8

4 1 6 8

1 5 3 2

5 8 1 4 6

1 8

SUDOKU

My Phone Knows Me 
Better Than My Wife..!

“I wish you hadn’t gone out last evening,” said my 
wife. I looked at her with the innocent expression 
husbands have perfected over centuries.

“Yesterday evening?” I asked, buying three valu-
able seconds. “Yes,” she said. “Yesterday evening. 

Where were you?”
“I was thinking about a new book,” I replied. “Where?”
Before I could construct a respectable answer, my phone 

volunteered.
“You visited Royal Garden Restaurant from 7.12 pm to 

9.03 pm,” it announced through its location history.
My wife looked at me. I looked at my phone.
The phone looked pleased with itself.
“I can explain,” I said. My phone immediately displayed 

photographs of the restaurant, the bill, the route I had taken 
and an advertisement o�ering me twenty percent o� my 
next meal there.

My wife folded her arms. “Who was with you?”
Fortunately, my phone could not answer that.
Then facial recognition identi�ed the three friends sitting 

around the table, one looking slightly red, as if he’d had 
one too many.

There are no secrets in marriage anymore. Not because 
husbands have become more honest, but because phones 
have become government witnesses.

My phone knows everything about me. It knows where I 
go, what I buy, what I read and how long I stare at videos of 
people falling into swimming pools.

It knows when I wake up because I reach for it before 
reaching for my spectacles. It knows when I sleep because 
it is the last face I see at night.

Sometimes it even knows what I want before I do.
Yesterday, I whispered to my wife, “Perhaps we should 

buy a new sofa.”
Within minutes, my phone showed me forty sofas, twelve 

furniture shops and a man explaining why my present sofa 
was destroying my spine.

I had not searched for a sofa. I had merely spoken about 
one.

I now speak so�ly near my phone.
I am afraid that if I say, “I feel tired,” it will book me into 

a hospital.
We fear arti�cial intelligence taking over the world, but 

we carry its chief spy in our pockets. It reads our messages, 
�nishes our sentences, corrects our spelling and reminds 
us of birthdays we would otherwise forget.

My wife sometimes asks, “Do you remember what I told 
you this morning?”

I do not. But my phone remembers what I searched for 
nine years ago.

That is the tragedy. Our machines are remembering 
more while we are remembering less. We know the battery 
percentage of our phones, but not the worries troubling the 
person beside us.

Perhaps we should occasionally put the phone down 
and look around. There may be someone waiting to speak, 
smile or hold our hand. And unlike our phones, they may 
not remember everything we did wrong.

But they will certainly remember that we were there with 
them..!

bobsbanter@gmail.com
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Share your story with us
If you have an interesting story to share or want 
us to highlight any issue that you think matters 
to Goans, send it to us at editor@thegoan.net

Bob’s Banter
By Robert Clements

Few people realise that Pakistan’s 
national anthem and one of the most 
iconic photographs of Muhammad Ali 
Jinnah and the mayor of Karachi in 1946 
share one hidden connection: Goa. A 

Goan musician arranged the anthem’s orches-
tration; a Goan photographer captured the 
famous portrait of Jinnah and Manuel Mas-
carenhas, a Goan who once served as mayor 
of Karachi. At its peak, an estimated 12,000 
Goans called the city home.

EARLY SETTLERS
Goans began arriving in Karachi in the late 
1830s and early 1840s, following the British 
annexation of Sindh in 1839. At the time, Ka-
rachi was still a small town with a population 
estimated between 35,000 and 50,000. But 
the growing city o�ered opportunities. Menin 
Rodrigues, a Karachi Goenkar and author, 
mentions that they came out of Goa to seek 
economic opportunities. The schools were 
coming up, and the churches were being built 
around that time. They found opportunities 
and succeeded. In 1889, they had formed 
their own Goa Portuguese Association and, 
by 1894, set up the Indian Life Assurance 
Company, the largest in British India. “So 
this is very early; some of those seniors went 
into business. The Misquita set up a bakery 
in 1858, and  here is a whole history behind 
this,” he adds.

Goan women, meanwhile, were among the 
�rst teachers in Karachi’s missionary schools, 
beginning a long tradition of education within 
the community. Between 1900 and Partition, 
more skilled and semi-skilled Goans arrived, 

particularly in the Saddar area. They formed 
village associations which provided support 
and helped preserve connections with their 
homeland.

MUSIC, PHOTOGRAPHY, LIFE
For decades, Goans were part of almost every 
aspect of Karachi’s civic and cultural life. They 
were involved in churches, schools, hospitals, 
courts, municipal o�ces, businesses, music 
and sport. Music formed an important part of 

the community’s identity. Rodrigues narrates 
the tale of Tolentine Fonseca, a master com-
poser of regimental music during the 1920s. 
“When Pakistan held a national competition 
for its anthem, Ahmed Chagla’s melody was 
selected,” he says. Chagla, a close friend of 
Fonseca, asked him to score the piece, with 
parts written for every instrument so that it 
could be performed by bands and choirs.

Another Goan name connected to the city 
is Arthur Sequeira. As a young photographer 
at his family’s Sequeira Studio, he captured 
Jinnah’s now famous portrait in 1945. “The 
photograph was later hand-coloured and ap-
peared on Pakistan’s �rst passport and early 
currency notes,” Rodrigues adds.

GOANS LEAVE THEIR MARK
Karachi’s Goan community also made its mark 
in sport. Peter Paul Fernandes became the 
�rst Goan Olympian to represent India, play-
ing forward in the gold-medal-winning hockey 
team. In cricket, Wallis Mathias and Antao 
D’Souza became the �rst Goans from India or 
Pakistan to play Test cricket.

Hockey also produced Olympians Jack 
Britto and Milton D’Mello, who represent-

ed Pakistan at the 1952 and 1948 Olympics 
respectively.

For those who grew up there, Karachi 
was simply home. Dr Celsa Pinto, born in 
1951, lived in the city until she was 13. She 
remembers a Karachi that was safe, clean and 
orderly: “I have very fond memories of that 
place, the then capital of Pakistan”. Her family 
lived at 8 Lyari Mansion near St Patrick’s Ca-
thedral and the historic Empress Market, in a 
neighbourhood shared by Catholic and Hindu 
Goans. She attended St Joseph’s, one of two 
schools near the cathedral. The school was 
run by Irish nuns but largely sta�ed by Goan 
teachers.

COMMUNITY SCATTERED
Food, language and faith kept the community 
closely connected to its roots. The Karachi 
Goan Association and Goan Union organised 
feast-day celebrations, Christmas festivities, 
carol singing and dances. Pilgrimages back to 
Goa, particularly for the St Francis Xavier ex-
positions, were organised for decades. Peter 
Mendes and Father Robert D’Silva led groups 
of hundreds during the 1980s and again in the 
2000s.

Partition in 1947 changed life for many 
families. Sunanda Damodar Lotlikar, who was 
taken to Karachi as a three-year-old in 1946, 
experienced those changes �rsthand. “My 
father went there alone initially; a�er a year, 
he took us as well. Everyone, including my 
grandparents,” remarks Sunanda Damodar 
Lotliker. She remembers her mother telling her 
that life was good. Having witnessed the tense 
moments of being told to stay locked in the 
house to avoid any danger to life, she narrates 
the incident, “We were very worried during the 
riots, since we are a Hindu family, but they told
us to keep quiet, locked us from outside, and 
Mr Motiwala told them to go away and that 
there is No Hindu, that’s how we were saved.”

Yet, many Goan families who had built their 
lives in the city believed Karachi would remain 
their home. Children continued to be born and 
raised there. Emigration began quietly in the 
early 1950s.

The community scattered, but it never 
completely disappeared. The Goans of Karachi 
may be scattered across countries today, but 
their connection to the city remains part of 
Goa’s own history. They carried the language, 
food, faith and memories of home with them, 
while also helping build a city far from the 
place they came from. It is a reminder that 
while a Goan may leave Goa, a part of Goa 
o�en travels with them.
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A journey across 
generations, 
The Goans of 

Karachi traces a 
community that 

carried Goa’s 
culture, faith 

and traditions to 
Pakistan while 

helping shape the 
civic, cultural and 

sporting life of a 
growing city
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`90K in 25 days: Indian man 
shares cost of living in Japan
Living in another country can bring new experiences, but it can 

also come with high everyday expenses. An Indian man living 
in Japan recently added up his spending and was surprised 

to �nd that he had already spent nearly Rs 1 lakh on basic costs 
in just 25 days. 

Dev Vijay Vargiya shared a breakdown of his expenses in 
Japan so far on Instagram. He noted that while his monthly salary 
hadn’t yet been credited to his account, his spending had already 
exceeded his planned budget. This tally covered rent, electricity, 
gas, water, Wi-Fi, a SIM card, and transportation, but excluded 
the cost of food and daily necessities.

WHO PROTECTS 
THE POLICE?

Recent confrontations and attacks on 
police personnel raise concerns over public 
aggression, respect for authority and 
accountability within the force, as Goa sees 
disputes increasingly crossing the line into 
threats, obstruction and violence

THE GOAN I NETWORK

A �ght breaks out, an accident oc-
curs, or a crime is committed; the 
police are o�en among the �rst to 
arrive at the scene. Yet, what hap-
pens when those who are meant 

to protect us need to be protected them-
selves? A police o�cer steps out of a vehicle 
a�er receiving a call, expecting to do what 
the uniform demands: control a situation, 
respond to a complaint, and keep the peace. 
Sometimes a group refuses to cooperate. 
And sometimes, before the situation can be 
brought under control, the o�cer himself 

becomes the target.

ATTACKS RAISE CONCERNS
The recent news highlighted in The 

Goan edition dated August 18, 2026, 
reported that videos of a chaotic con-

frontation at the Sanguem police station 
had gone viral, showing political actors 
allegedly threatening the men in 
khaki. In the past two years, police 
personnel in di�erent parts of the 
state have allegedly faced abuse, ob-
struction, and physical attacks while 
performing their duties. The same 

news report also mentioned a police 
o�cer who was attacked following a mi-
nor road accident in Mapusa. A woman 
sub-inspector was assaulted by a group 

in Fatorda last August; during the 
same month, PCR sta� were attacked 
in Vasco. More recently, an errant 
motorist allegedly threatened and 
pushed an on-duty tra�c consta-
ble at Malim junction. Thus, recent 

incidents in Goa involving attacks on 
police personnel have raised con-

cerns over whether public behaviour 
towards law enforcement is becoming 
increasingly confrontational.

RESPECTING MEN IN 
UNIFORM

The public reaction, as a whole, is in-
deed straightforward: no disagreement 
or �ght can justify physically attacking 
a police o�cer. While the police are 

expected to maintain law and order in 
public, non-cooperation and attempts 
to prevent them from carrying out 

their duties a�ect more than just the 
individual o�cer. “The police are doing 

their job of maintaining peace and order. If 
such actions take place and the police let 
it go or do not take action, it sends a wrong 
message to others,” remarks senior citizen 
Anton D’Souza, adding that nowadays 

everyone must be taught to respect those 
who are performing their duty. An attack on 
a policeman can result in delayed action 
during an emergency, encourage others to 
challenge authority, try and create a danger-
ous environment for everyone present, while 
sending the message that one can get away 
with such actions.

QUESTIONING AUTHORITY
The Sanguem incident involved an 

alleged confrontation at the police station, 
during which police said one of the political 
actors and others threatened and obstructed 
personnel on duty, leading to the registra-
tion of a case and their subsequent arrest. 
Yet, even with action being taken, the ques-
tion remains. While some believe that the 
police force commands respect, not every-
one is of the same view. “There was a recent 
case of police brutality as well. Although 
action has been taken there too, I believe it 
is a matter of give respect and get respect,” 
states sociology student Shane Lobo, while 
asserting that he is in no way justifying the 
crime.

“People have every right to question the 
police if they feel they are being treated 
unfairly. But there is a di�erence between 
questioning an o�cer and abusing or at-
tacking one,” mentions NCC cadet Shriya Ka-
mat. “If there is a complaint, there are legal 
ways to address it. Violence cannot always 
be the answer,” she says.

CHANGING ATTITUDE 
Some also point to a wider change in 

public behaviour. Ritika Naik, an assistant 
professor, believes the recent incidents also 
reflect a larger change in the way people 
respond to disagreements and authority. 
“People today are becoming increasingly 
impatient and confrontational. A small disa-
greement can quickly turn into an argument, 
and then violence. This is not just about the 
police, but about the way we are reacting 
to conflict in everyday life,” she says. At the 
same time, she adds, questioning authority 
and demanding accountability should not 
be confused with taking the law into one’s 
own hands. “There is a proper way to raise a 
complaint. Once people begin threatening 
or attacking those who are performing their 
duty, it becomes a matter of concern,” she 
reckons.

In the end, respect for the uniform and 
accountability within the force cannot 
be separated. People have the right to 
question, criticise and �le complaints 
against police personnel when they believe 
they have been treated unfairly. The police, 
in turn, must also be held accountable for 
misconduct. But the line is crossed when a 
disagreement turns into threats, obstruction 
or violence. As Goa witnesses more such 
confrontations, the larger challenge will 
be to ensure that the uniform commands 
respect without placing those who wear it 
above accountability.
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T
HE Union govern-
ment’s recent deci-
sion to bring another
405 defence items
under domestic pro-

duction signals a broader shift in
Indian economic policy: from
removing barriers to building
capabilities. While welcome, the
real challenge lies in creating the
conditions for investment in sec-
tors whose returns may take
years to materialise.

For decades, India’s economic
reforms focused on the ease of
doing business. Liberalisation dis-
mantled the Licence Raj and the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code
strengthened creditor rights. Tax
reforms simplified compliance
and digital governance reduced
transaction costs. Investments in
physical and digital infrastructure
improved connectivity. These
reforms were necessary and
removed many obstacles that
hampered private enterprise.

Yet today’s economic challenge
differs from that of 1991. The con-
flicts in Ukraine and West Asia,
the US-China technology rivalry
and growing competition over
energy, semiconductors and criti-
cal minerals have shown how
quickly trade and supply chains
can become instruments of
geopolitical pressure. The ques-
tion is no longer how easily a busi-
ness can be started or expanded,
but whether firms have the incen-
tives, financing and policy cer-
tainty to build capabilities that
may take years to pay off.

The wider global context has
changed. An economic order that
rewarded efficiency is giving way
to one that prizes resilience, tech-
nology and industrial capability.
Supply chains are being
redesigned not simply to lower
costs but also for security. A short-
age of a mineral, a disruption in
shipping or a restriction on access
to a critical technology can now
have consequences far beyond

trade. India’s decision to establish
critical-mineral processing parks
for lithium and nickel reflects its
recognition of this shift. The next
step should be to build integrated
regional value chains, linking
resources and processing with
research and manufacturing.

Like India, the major powers
and blocs are making efforts to
confront this challenge. The US is
rebuilding industrial capacity
through large-scale incentives for
domestic manufacturing. The
European Union is pursuing
strategic autonomy in critical
technologies. China continues to
integrate finance, industry and
technology behind long-term
national priorities. What was once
treated largely as a matter of com-
mercial competitiveness is
increasingly becoming an issue of
national security. Countries that
fail to adapt risk remaining con-
sumers of technologies developed
elsewhere, not producers of tech-
nologies that shape the future.

Earlier reforms reduced fric-
tion. The next generation must
reduce uncertainty and reward
long-term commitment. With
this aim, the new reform agenda
must address five priorities:
deeper capital markets; incen-
tives to mobilise money that
does not demand quick returns;
stronger links between research
and industry; procurement that
rewards innovation; and greater
regulatory predictability.

Capital markets do not natural-
ly favour such investments.
Where regulatory uncertainty is

high and policy appears prone to
frequent change, financing
tends to be short-term. Investors
naturally prefer businesses that
show returns sooner and with
greater certainty. India’s finan-
cial system reflects this bias. 

Banks are the principal source
of corporate finance, but are
designed primarily for secured
lending, not long-duration inno-
vation. This needs to be
addressed. Corporate bond mar-
kets are relatively shallow, while
pension and insurance funds
play only a modest role in financ-
ing industrial assets. Venture
capital has flourished in con-
sumer technology and digital
services, but deep technology,
advanced manufacturing and
clean energy continue to face
funding gaps once they move
beyond the startup stage.

Mobilising patient capital must
be a priority. India has substantial
household savings, yet only a
small proportion reaches long-
duration productive investment.

Measures to deepen corporate
bond markets, expand the role of
pension and insurance funds,
encourage innovation-focused
investment vehicles and reduce
regulatory barriers to long-term
institutional investment can help
channel more capital into long-
gestation industrial projects.

Finance alone, however, cannot
create technological capability.
India’s research institutions,
expanding startup ecosystem and
growing manufacturing ambition
provide a strong base to build on,
yet translating laboratory research
into commercially successful
products remains an exception.
Universities, laboratories and
industry frequently operate in
silos. Our universities need
stronger technology-transfer
departments, incentives to patent
and commercialise discoveries
and deeper industry partnerships.
They also need closer alignment
with the skills that emerging
industries require. Public research
funding should increasingly
reward commercial outcomes
alongside academic excellence.

Public procurement offers
another powerful lever for turn-
ing technological capabilities into
market opportunities. The gov-
ernment remains India’s largest
buyer across defence, healthcare,
transport and energy. Procure-
ment systems focused on the low-
est cost can discourage innovative
domestic technologies whose
advantages emerge only over
time. The procurement policy
should increasingly reward quali-

ty, innovation and indigenous
technological capability while
maintaining transparency and
competition. Government
demand can provide the early
market that allows promising
technologies to move from labora-
tory to commercial scale. It needs
to be leveraged for larger benefit.

Tax, accounting and regulatory
frameworks must reinforce such
incentives. Investors in projects
with long gestation periods need
confidence that taxation, sec-
toral regulation and contractual
commitments will remain
broadly predictable. Policy sta-
bility is itself an economic asset.
Countries that consistently
attract large-scale industrial
investment often do so not
because they offer the largest
subsidies, but because they min-
imise policy uncertainty.

None of this implies a return to
State-directed industrial policy.
Governments worldwide have a
mixed record of picking winners.
Instead, their role is to create sta-
ble rules, reduce information
gaps, invest in public goods and
share early-stage risks where
markets alone may not do so.
They must ensure that market
incentives reward productive
investment. The government
should not replace private capi-
tal; it should reshape the condi-
tions in which such capital is will-
ing to take longer-term risks.

India’s experience has shown
that reforms can transform eco-
nomic performance. Earlier
reforms unlocked entrepreneur-
ship by reducing state control. The
next generation must unlock long-
term investment by reducing
uncertainty and strengthening the
financial, regulatory and research
environment in which innovation
can flourish. The ultimate objec-
tive is self-reliance in the capabili-
ties that India needs to realise its
long-term economic, technological
and climate ambitions.

India cannot rely solely on
being a more efficient destination
for existing industries. It must
also become a more attractive
place to build new ones. The
measure of the next generation of
reforms will be whether India can
move beyond being a place where
businesses grow to one where
new technologies, industries and
strategic capabilities are built.

Change gears to build capabilities

For decades, India’s
economic reforms

focused on the ease 
of doing business.
Today’s economic
challenge differs 

from that of 1991.

AJAI MALHOTRA  
FORMER AMBASSADOR TO RUSSIA 

India must become a more attractive destination to set up new industries

THE TRIBUNE
established in 1881

Fix the schools
Political one-upmanship must take a back seat

S
TEPPING up its nationwide ‘School Thik
Karo’ (improve schools) campaign, the Cock-
roach Janta Party (CJP) has written to all state
governments, seeking data on campus infra-
structure and related matters. The CJP has

asked states to disclose how many schools were renovat-
ed in the past five years, how many are still in need of
repair, the number of sanctioned and vacant teaching
posts, funds allocated and actually spent, and the avail-
ability of toilets, computers and sports facilities. Such
information ought to be routinely available to citizens.
No child should be forced to study in an unsafe building,
without a functioning toilet, clean drinking water, a
proper classroom or even a bench. 

It’s heartening that the condition of government
schools across the country has attracted much-needed
attention from the public, the media and the political
class. Rajasthan offers a worrisome case study — over
600 government schools are functioning without their
own buildings. Pressure exerted by the CJP and the
Opposition has prompted the Bhajan Lal dispensation
to propose a Rs 12,500-crore school infrastructure pro-
gramme. However, announcing initiatives is far easier
than ensuring outcomes. Various governments must pri-
oritise time-bound implementation. 

Education has become a political hot-button issue in
recent months, especially after the NEET paper leak.
Schools are the new flashpoint. Last week, CJP volun-
teers were attacked when they were on their way to
inspect a government school in Rajasthan, while an
AAP leader was booked for allegedly entering a school
without permission in Noida (Uttar Pradesh). It is
imperative that the public debate on schools is not
eclipsed by political one-upmanship. The blame game
must take a back seat; the focus should be on sincere
efforts to give government schools a new lease of life.

Privacy first
Paperless travel needs data safeguards

I
NDIA’s international aviation sector is set for an
operational shift. From September 1, the Bureau of
Immigration will discontinue the physical stamp-
ing of boarding passes for international travellers
departing India. The move, aimed at simplifying

immigration clearance and reducing paperwork, is part
of the country’s transition towards paperless travel.
Electronic and printed boarding passes will continue to
be accepted; it is the stamping that is being discontin-
ued. The change is welcome if it reduces queues and
needless paperwork. But it comes amid a wider expan-
sion of biometric authentication in everyday life. New
telecom rules make biometric verification mandatory
for obtaining a mobile SIM and for certain changes to
user details, ostensibly to curb fraud and digital scams.
The question, therefore, is whether citizens can be
assured that the growing trove of identity data will
remain secure and purpose-bound.

DigiYatra offers an instructive example. The govern-
ment says passenger information is not stored in a cen-
tral repository; data is encrypted, shared with the air-
port of origin and purged from the airport system within
24 hours of departure. DigiYatra is also voluntary, with
passengers able to use the conventional process. These
safeguards are reassuring, but they cannot substitute
for strong, independently verifiable accountability.

The expansion of digital and biometric authentica-
tion demands clear rules on consent, purpose limita-
tion, retention, access and deletion. Independent secu-
rity audits must be meaningful, data-sharing protocols
transparent and penalties for misuse substantial.
Importantly, citizens should retain a genuine non-bio-
metric alternative wherever biometric authentication is
not necessary. The digital transformation should make
international travel and public services faster without
making citizens surrender control over their identities.
The larger principle matters: convenience must never
become a licence for indiscriminate data collection.

on this day...100 years ago

Communalism and elections
AS was to be expected, the London Times is far less perturbed by
the prevailing communal riots in India than by the prospect of the
communal tension playing an important part in the forthcoming
general elections. That it may adversely affect the chances of the
Swarajist party is, of course, no unwelcome possibility to the Lon-
don journal, which has always been hostile to that party. What does
disturb its peace of mind is that “it may equally damage the Inde-
pendents” and that Mr Jinnah may have no choice but to “assume
the leadership of a purely Muslim party.” At the same time, the
Times is not confident that this regrouping will give any advantage
to the Liberals, whose organisation, it fears, is not yet comparable
to that of the Swarajists. It is mainly for this reason and from this
point of view that the journal emphasises Lord Irwin’s recent
appeal to the leaders of the communities, and says that those of
them who make Indian cities into ‘sectarian bear gardens’ do not
live up to the reputation of Indian culture. It has always been the
weakness of the Times that it can never go deep into any question,
and it is no matter for surprise that in the present case, while dep-
recating communalism and the communal outlook in India, it does
not ask why and in what precise way the existing communal ten-
sion is bound to affect the results of the elections. How different is
the treatment of the subject in the New Statesman! Last week, a
leaderette in this journal wrote: “But what, after all, is the value of
a plea for peace in the presence of electoral machinery, the normal
working of which intensifies every kind of communal tension?”

lahore,wednesday,august 25, 1926 

thought for the day

India cannot be complacent 
Refer to ‘Mecca accord raises the stakes for
India’; the viability of the alliance as a close mil-
itary pact is questionable due to the complex
relations that both Turkiye and Pakistan main-
tain with Iran. Pakistan’s nuclear arsenal lends
the alliance deterrent weight but doesn’t pro-
vide an automatic nuclear umbrella. Geograph-
ic distance adds another complication as there
is no territorial contiguity between the three
countries. Each faces a different threat environ-
ment, and has different priorities and strategic
calculations. For India, however, there is little
reason to overreact or alter the fundamentals of
its foreign policy because of this agreement but
complacency, too, can be misplaced.

HARBINDER S DHILLON, UNA

Coaching centres alone not at fault 
Apropos of ‘Coaching culture’; the issue
lies not in the proliferation of coaching cen-
tres but in the nature of entrance exams,
which are designed to eliminate candidates
rather than to select ones with the right apti-
tude for a specific course. Cracking these
exams requires mastery of specific tech-
niques and coaching centres which impart
such skills cannot be blamed solely for
exploiting a huge commercial opportunity.
The primary aim of education is not to just
impart knowledge from a career perspective
but to foster all-round intellectual develop-
ment of young impressionable minds. 

CHANDER SHEKHAR DOGRA, JALANDHAR

Better education system needed
Apropos of ‘Coaching culture’; regulation
alone cannot address a menace of our own
making. The coaching industry shapes aspira-
tions and distorts education. The Prime Minis-
ter’s Independence Day assurance of free
online coaching for needy students, though
well-intentioned, risks further legitimising this
trend. The mushrooming of coaching centres is
a symptom of weaknesses in our education sys-
tem. The solution, therefore, is not more coach-
ing, but better education.

VK ANAND, CHANDIGARH

Division of education roles 
With reference to ‘The case for returning edu-
cation to states’; the writers highlight the need
for transforming education through a stronger
federal framework. A fair structure demands a
clear division of responsibilities. Primary edu-
cation should be entrusted to local govern-
ments, as they understand community needs
best. Secondary education should remain the
responsibility of the Central government. High-
er education should primarily be managed by
state governments. A major concern is financ-
ing. The Centre collects the education cess, but
states bear much of the responsibility for imple-
menting NEP 2020. This mismatch creates seri-
ous financial constraints and slows reforms.

MM GOEL, KURUKSHETRA 

Curb violence against children 
The tragic death of six-year-old student Pranay
in Visakhapatnam, allegedly after being
slapped and publicly humiliated by his teacher
for not completing his homework, reflects a
disturbing failure of compassion, empathy and
basic human decency. There are two critical
points which need urgent action. First, lack of
accountability. Second, the quality of teacher
training. Violent methods of reprimanding
children shatter their confidence permanently.
Pranay’s death should shake our conscience
and jolt the system out of its slumber.

YASH KHETARPAL, PANCHKULA

Poll practices need improvement
Refer to ‘When poll seizures lead nowhere’;
many election-related cases may be registered,
yet low conviction rate weakens deterrence.
The Election Commission must ensure
stricter monitoring of campaigns and suspi-
cious movement of money and material. Cam-
paign financing should be closely regulated,
with timely disclosure and effective auditing
of expenditure. Cases involving electoral mal-
practices must be investigated and the culprits
prosecuted swiftly. Freebies, which can blur
the distinction between legitimate welfare and
electoral inducement, must be checked.

COL SS CHAUHAN (RETD), ZIRAKPUR

Letters to the Editor, typed in double space, should not exceed the 200-word limit. 
These should be cogently written and can be sent by e-mail to: Letters@tribunemail.com

letters to the editor

Sumit Paul

THERE is an adage in my mother tongue Dari (Afghan vari-
ant of Persian), “Mausiqi az kamtar an’ dard-e-beemaar-o-
mamaat” (music lessens the pain and agony of death and

illness). During my cancer treatment, I would visit the music ther-
apy hall at a hospital in England and play the piano and the violin
all alone. I felt calm, and my pain and agony subsided consider-
ably. Later, I played these musical instruments for patients and
senior citizens at old-age homes.

Music therapy is becoming popular in India. Many major hospitals
have dedicated rooms where light music, preferably instrumental, is
played for the patients. Some old-age homes also have music rooms.
I contacted hospitals, nursing homes and elder care homes in Pune
and told them that they could approach me any time for a music ses-
sion. I made it clear that I would not charge anything. Patients’
smiles brimming with satisfaction were my remuneration. Now,
many doctors and even patients recovering at home request me to
play the violin for them. It gives me immense joy.

Once, a woman asked me to play for her ailing father, who was in
his eighties. His pancreatic cancer was in its last stage. When I arrived
at their place with my violin, he asked me in a feeble voice, “Please
play ‘Rahein na rahein hum mehka karenge’,” a classic song from
the film Mamta (1966). His daughter told me that her mother would
sing it for him. With tears in my eyes, I played it twice. Yet, he said,
“Encore”. He passed away a few hours later. 

A couple at an old-age home asked me to play “Ye dil tum bin kahin
lagta nahin hum kya karein” from Izzat (1968). Luckily, that place
had a music room and a piano. When I played the song for them,
they began to cry like kids. I also cried with them. This is the power
of music. It connects you instantly with strangers.

There are certain film songs which appeal to patients and senior
citizens — “Zindagi ka safar hai ye kaisa safar” from Safar (1970),
“Ye jeevan hai iss jeevan ka” (Piya Ka Ghar, 1972), “Zindagi kaisi
hai paheli hai” (Anand, 1971) and “Zindagi ke safar mein guzar
jaate hain jo makaam” (Aap Ki Kasam, 1974). Terminally ill peo-
ple often become philosophical; some of them wallow in self-pity.
No wonder they prefer sombre numbers.  

Some doctors told me that what medicines couldn’t do, my music
did. It is my life’s mission to make people happy with my music. I
have performed for kids suffering from leukaemia and other blood
disorders. Playing music for them made me realise the transience of
life and relationships. We all have to go, but if we can bring a smile to
a sad face, our existence makes a semblance of sense. As Ralph Wal-
do Emerson said, “To know even one life has breathed easier because
you've lived — that’s to have succeeded.” 

The writer is a Pune-based freelance contributor

Playing violin for 
the terminally ill

ROADMAP : The next-generation reforms must reduce uncertainty and reward long-term commitment. ISTOCK

I have always believed India is a country blessed by God with enormous entrepreneurial skills. — Manmohan Singh
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Time for Yoshida Doctrine 2.0 

I
NDIA and Japan added an
important layer of defence
cooperation to their bilater-
al ties when Japanese
Defence Minister Shinjiro

Koizumi signed a memoran-
dum on Maritime Security
Cooperation with his Indian
counterpart Rajnath Singh in
Delhi on August 20. 

This is the second high-level
bilateral interaction between the
two nations and signals a new
dynamism in their Special
Strategic and Global Partnership.
In early July, Japanese Prime
Minister Sanae Takaichi made
her first official visit to India. For
the two nations, who are commit-
ted to the Indo-Pacific vision of
former Japanese PM Shinzo Abe,
the blueprint is encouraging.

The precedent that captures
Japan's current predicament is
the Yoshida Doctrine. After the
enormity of Hiroshima-
Nagasaki, PM Shigeru Yoshida
faced a deeply traumatic
"America dilemma". 

As a defeated, occupied nation,
how could Japan recover without
becoming a permanent vassal of
the US? His solution defined the
Japanese strategy for 70 years:
seek security under the US
umbrella, focus all national ener-
gy on economic recovery and
keep diplomacy low-profile. The
doctrine worked.

Today, PM Takaichi faces the
inverse — a "China dilemma",
which is far more complicated.
China is Japan's largest trading
partner and the centre of its supply
chains. It is also its biggest securi-
ty threat, from the East China Sea
to Taiwan. The numbers are stark.
In 2004, Japan-China trade was
about $170 billion. In 2024, China's

exports to Japan alone were $152
billion, with the two-way trade
being around $300 billion and a
$42.5-billion deficit for Japan.

India's bind is even sharper.
India-China trade was $13.6 billion
in 2004, crossed $30 billion in 2008
and hit $127.7 billion in FY 2024-
25.  In 20 years, India-China
trade grew nine-fold while India-
Japan trade quadrupled from $5
billion to $22.8 billion. De-risk-
ing has not meant de-linking.

Hence, Modi and Takaichi
need a Yoshida Doctrine 2.0
equivalent that would be appro-
priate for China. If the original
template was security from the
US and prosperity from the
world, the new framework
must be: de-risk from China
without decoupling from it;
deter China without provoking
war; and diversify partnerships
so as not to be hostage to either
Washington or Beijing.

The August 20 maritime agree-
ment can be its foundational
page and the superstructure
patiently erected over time. The
first pillar is economic security
as a strategy. PM Takaichi
warned in July about the
"weaponisation of the economy
and non-market policies." Both
sides agreed to cooperate on crit-
ical minerals, semiconductors
and resilient supply chains. 

Over 1,400 Japanese firms oper-
ate in India, half in manufactur-

ing. Japan's pledge of $61 billion in
investment over the next decade
gives India a valuable manufac-
turing fillip and gives Japan an
alternative to China. Bilateral
trade must touch $100 billion in a
phased manner. This is Yoshida
2.0: economy first, but de-risked.

The second pillar is defence tech
sharing as real deterrence and
here budget numbers matter.
Japan has done in three years
what it had not done in 70: breach
the 1% of GDP cap. Its defence
budget was $48.5 billion in 2019
and increased to $55.1 billion in
2024. For FY2025, with a supple-
mentary infusion, it will hit about
$70 billion or 2% of GDP. This is
the Takaichi nudge.

India's trajectory is the inverse
— GDP share is down, while
absolute numbers are up.
Defence spending was 2.25% of
GDP in 2014-15 and is 1.89% in
FY2024-25. India has the fifth-
largest defence budget at $85
billion, but is still dwarfed by
China's $336 billion and Ameri-
ca's $954 billion.

Japan is slowly loosening its
post-war arms export curbs, a
historic shift, and Tokyo's offer
to transfer design and produc-
tion for six Mogami-class
frigates under Make-in-India
with BrahMos integration is the
first major platform offer. But
the real game-changer will be in
domains where Japan leads and

what India needs: underwater
domain awareness, space-based
maritime ISR, unmanned sys-
tems and anti-submarine war-
fare capabilities. 

The third pillar should be a joint
West Asia diplomatic outreach,
even as Tokyo is reviewing its
strategic priorities after the wars
in West Asia. Japan is highly
hydrocarbon-dependent and the
recent outreach to Saudi Arabia
signals a new initiative. This is
where interests converge since
both India and Japan are major
energy importers. 

A joint India-Japan framework
for maritime security in West
Asia would be low on provoca-
tion, high on utility and give
freedom of navigation meaning
beyond East Asia.

Both nations also face a dollar
dilemma that complicates their
ability to deal with external
challenges. The yen fell to 163 to
the dollar in July 2024, a 40-year
low, and is now around 156. The
rupee hit an all-time low of 96.98
to the dollar in 2025-26, down
from 45 in 2004 and 83 in 2024.
In FY23, Japan paid 123.9 bil-
lion yen extra for US equipment
due to the weak yen.

Why has deeper cooperation not
happened? Not for lack of politi-
cal will at the top. The constraint
is domestic inertia. In Japan,
there is a pacifist sentiment and a
risk-averse industry. In India,
there is a preference for outright
purchase over co-development.
The way out is to ring-fence two
or three projects from the pro-
curement maze and treat them
as strategic, not commercial:
underwater domain awareness,
maritime ISR and secure com-
munications as Modi-Takaichi
flagship projects.

The Yoshida Doctrine succeed-
ed because it made a hard choice
and stuck to it for 70 years. The
new doctrine for China needs the
same clarity. For Modi and
Takaichi, the opportunity is his-
toric: move from rhetoric to imple-
mentation, from shared anxiety to
shared deterrent capability. 

For full article, go to 
www.tribuneindia.com/opinion

C UDAY BHASKAR
DIRECTOR, SOCIETY FOR 

POLICY STUDIES 

NOVELTY : This is Yoshida 2.0: economy first, but de-risked. PTI

A
S India enters her 80th year of
Independence, I think of the
multiple ways in which we first
got to learn about the nationalist
struggle for freedom. From his-

tory lessons and yearly celebrations in
schools to the numerous symbolic gestures
in speech and image permeating our
everyday life, the idea of Independence
strongly channelised our collective identi-
ty as a nation's citizenry. In today's time,
social media, so often riding on the highs
of nostalgia, does a remarkable job of
keeping these memories alive by regurgi-
tating the riveting archival material from
the past every now and then.

Notwithstanding its claims on reality, the
Indian freedom struggle also became a vital
source of inspiration for the country's cinema
— an art form that binds our population

together unlike anything else (the possible
exception being cricket). From Shyam Bene-
gal's Junoon (1978) and Ashutosh Gowarik-
er's Lagaan (2001) to Rakeysh Omprakash
Mehra's Rang De Basanti (2006) and Nikkhil
Advani's Freedom at Midnight (2024), film-
makers of different hues have given numer-
ous creative spins to a subject that continues
to be relentlessly researched and debated by
experts and non-experts alike. 

But growing up in Himachal, I was often
struck by how the majority of these offerings
portrayed stories overwhelmingly taking
place in the Indian plains. Given that 80 per
cent of the Indian landscape comprises of
flatlands where most of the known historical
events took place, the bias was understand-
able. And yet, the absence of narratives
depicting the Himalayas as a site of freedom
struggle hardly ever stopped intriguing me.
For apart from being the crown of India's
topography, it was in these mountains that I
could uniquely situate the notion of freedom.
As Martin Luther King Jr. had famously said,
"From every mountainside, let freedom ring."

So when I first came across Vidhu Vinod
Chopra's 1994 cult classic 1942: A Love Story
at around the age of ten, I felt I was viewing
something entirely fresh, despite the high-
lands being a familiar territory. Recently re-
released on the big screen after 32 years on
August 21, 2026, this Manisha Koirala and
Anil Kapoor-starrer made waves during its
original release primarily for its music. 

There was indeed a phase around the
decades following Independence when
music and mountains regularly combined
together as the most palpable 'natural' com-
bination. As the social commentator Santosh
Desai has observed, "for a long time, it was a
contractual obligation for all Hindi film songs
to be shot in the hills.  But to reduce Chopra's
endeavour to its musical legacy alone would
be a disservice to the complex dynamics that
define the film's interiority. 

For at its heart, 1942: A Love Story explores
the multiple meanings of freedom and loyalty
— meanings that take on an added symbolic
gravity with their placement in the Western
Himalayan context. Set against the backdrop
of the Quit India Movement, the film charts
the days leading to the assassination of its fic-

tional villain General Douglas, who is sta-
tioned at the fictional cantonment town of
'Kasauni.' This is a figure clearly inspired by
General Dyer, who was responsible for the hor-
rific Jallianwala Bagh massacre of 1919, and
who spent his childhood in the hills of Shimla.

As undercover nationalists prepare a bomb
to be hurled at the general, Rajjo (Manisha
Koirala), a revolutionary's daughter falls in
love with Naren (Anil Kapoor), the son of an
Indian aristocrat who ingratiates himself to
the colonisers . As Naren's character devel-
ops from being a typical Prince Charming to
someone who must prove his fidelity to his
beloved and the nation at large, the peace-
fulness of the mountains gives way to vio-
lence and vengeance.

Chopra brilliantly mixes the locales of
Kasauli, Dalhousie and Mumbai to infuse life
in his fictional town. In fact, the film cleverly
reinterprets colonial hill stations as 'Indian'
settings in themselves, where hundreds of
locals frequently march the steep slopes with
'mashaals' in their hands, Gandhian topison
their heads and Nehru jackets on their
chests. On the other hand, Indian soldiers
enlisted in the British army patrol in the
opposite direction and with opposite aims,
with the result that the film eschews a black-
and-white treatment of colonialism.

But having the freedom struggle play out in
the mountains also means that Nature her-
self becomes a resounding participant. As the
narrative progresses, the winds passing

through the deodar trees no longer emblema-
tise freshness alone but carry notes of danger
and foreboding in their howling. And even as
the old version of the Indian flag flutters
amidst protest-marches, the film's creative
team (led by Sanjay Leela Bhansali) subtly
evokes the beauty of the national flag through
the landscape of Himachal itself. In my
favourite song 'Pyar Hua Chupke Se', a decep-
tively apolitical celebration of romantic love
through natural imagery takes on an added
political currency, as the green of the forest,
the orange of the sunsets, and the white and
blue of the snowy mountains seamlessly
weave together to symbolically represent a
nation and its Tricolour in the making. 

But the film's political heart truly comes
into its own when, towards the end, it is the
act of the humble bhishti (water-carrier)  that
helps in the realisation of the revolutionar-
ies' aim. As a historian of the Himalayas, I
have often been moved by the fundamental
role that the 'lower' caste bhishtis played in
keeping the hill stations spotlessly clean
during the colonial era. 

Chopra cleverly plays with this historical
role by replacing water with oil, that enables
the final conflagration swallowing the gener-
al and his headquarters in a moment of col-
lective catharsis. Sometimes, even amidst
the grandeur of the Himalayas, deliverance
arrives from the humblest of acts.

For full article, go to
www.tribuneindia.com/opinion

Love in the Himalayas & the struggle for freedom

The cult classic 1942: A love
story banked on freedom,

loyalty, Nature's bounty and
deliverance from the

humblest acts. 

S
OMETIMES, a peculiar case
comes to light that implicates aca-
demic honesty, racial politics and
institutional self-protection all
together. It is then that the con-

tradiction between what a university says
it values and what it actually protects
becomes impossible to ignore. Cam-
bridge University found itself in exactly
that position this year. 

Jason Arday, Professor of Sociology of
Education in the university's Faculty of
Education, resigned this year following
weeks of plagiarism allegations, and
was found dead shortly afterward.
Interestingly, in 2023, he became the
youngest Black ever appointed to a pro-
fessorship at Cambridge.

Somewhere in the files of the Cam-
bridge Metropolitan Police sits the record
of an investigation that has led nowhere.
The man under investigation was Jack
Grove, a journalist for Times Higher Edu-
cation, and his crime was to send Profes-
sor Jason Arday and his university a few
polite emails asking about glaring similar-
ities between his doctoral thesis and the
one written years earlier by someone else.
Within weeks, those emails had somehow
become a police matter. 

An officer told Grove to stop contacting
Arday because the questions were affecting
the professor's mental health. Think about
what that means for a journalist doing the
most basic job of verification, and being
treated as though he had done something
criminal. That single fact tells you that the
Arday affair was never really a dispute about
copied sentences. It was a dispute about who
is allowed to ask questions, and of whom.

Within media, understandably, there is a
well-known pattern in how public scandals
unfold. Usually that pattern targets the per-
son accused of wrongdoing. Here it targeted
the person asking the questions. Grove's
calm, factual emails were described by

Arday's defenders as a "vile campaign".  Black
scholars in British universities have gen-
uinely faced suspicion, exclusion and lower
expectations. Nobody serious disputes this,
and Arday's career has rightly been read
against that backdrop. What happened in
this case was the second twist. The mere act
of pointing out textual overlap was treated as
though it could only be motivated by racism. 

Newspapers and social media reward
outrage, loyalty, and taking sides. They are
far less good at holding two separate facts in
mind at the same time. And this case need-
ed exactly that ability to say, in the same
breath, that racial bias in academia is real
and serious, and that a specific plagiarism
allegation deserves to be examined on the
evidence, independent of who happens to
be answering for it. 

Instead, the public conversation flattened
both truths into a single binary of "you were
either on Arday's side or against him". Inter-
estingly, the debate missed out the actual
question of whether the thesis had been
properly attributed.

Indian universities have no grounds for
watching this from a safe distance. Plagia-
rism in doctoral and journal work is a large-
ly unaddressed problem, and when it sur-
faces, the instinct is rarely rigorous and
impartial investigation; it is quiet contain-
ment, a quiet word to protect a vice-chancel-
lor's reputation, a senior professor's stand-
ing, or an institution's ranking. 

And here too identity and caste as much
as anything else, does precisely the work
that race did in Arday's case. It can make
legitimate scrutiny of a Dalit, Adivasi, or
minority scholar's work politically dan-
gerous to raise. 

An Indian university that wants to avoid
its own version of the Arday affair has to
learn the same lesson Cambridge is only
now being forced to confront. It must be
remembered that evidence-based scrutiny,
applied evenly and without regard to who is
being examined, is not an act of prejudice.

For full article, go to 
www.tribuneindia.com/opinion

Plagiarism — but
who’s asking whom  

A police officer told a
journalist to stop

contacting a Black
Professor at Cambridge .

SHELLEY WALIA
FORMER PROFESSOR & FELLOW,

ENGLISH & CULTURAL STUDIES, PU 

SIDDHARTH PANDEY
HISTORIAN, ARTIST AND CULTURAL CRITIC 

Doctrine 1.0 focused on how Japan could recover
without becoming a permanent vassal of the US.

ACROSS
1 Fall asleep (3,3)
4 Requiring deep study (8)
9 To lament (6)
10 Erroneous (8)
12 Once again (4)
13 Harbour (5)
14 Undiluted (4)
17 Remain calm (4,4,4)
20 Brilliantly effective

move (12)
23 Seize suddenly (4)
24 To drive (5)
25 Two of a kind (4)
28 Widespread occurrence of

disease (8)
29 Diverse (6)
30 Franchise (8)
31 To dress (6)

DOWN
1 Central US state (8)
2 Naively sentimental (4-4)
3 Thwart (4)
5 Explode in anger (5,3,4)
6 Destiny (4)
7 Maintenance in good

condition (6)
8 Contribute to a fund (6)
11 Be due for retribution

(4,2,6)
15 A yellow gemstone (5)
16 A ballroom dance (5)
18 Student of plant life (8)
19 Be reluctant to give (8)
21 Exit (6)
22 Table of fixed charges (6)
26 A tree-borne fruit (4)
27 Become uninteresting (4)

Yesterday’s Solution
Across: 1 Ad hoc, 4 Wheedle, 8 Cut, 9 Big cheese, 10 Trounce, 11
Unfit, 13 Chancy, 15 Struck, 18 Frown, 19 Hearten, 21 In the soup,
23 Air, 24 Ghostly, 25 Creed.

Down: 1 Ascetic, 2 Hot potato, 3 Cabin, 4 Wagner, 5 Exhaust, 6 Doe,
7 Exert, 12 Fruitcake, 14 Conceit, 16 Kindred, 17 Theory, 18 Fling,
20 Aspic, 22 Too.

AUGUST 25, 2026, TUESDAY    
■ Shaka Samvat 1948

■ Bhadrapad Shaka 3

■ Bhadrapad Parvishte 9

■ Hijari 1448

■ Shukla Paksha Tithi 12, up to 06:21 am

■ Ayushman Yoga up to 7:41 am

■ Uttrashadha Nakshatra up to 10:52 pm

■ Moon in Capricorn sign

calendar

YESTERDAY’S SOLUTION

forecastsu do ku quick crossword

HARD

3 9 7 5 2 6 4 8 1

5 8 4 3 1 9 6 2 7

6 1 2 4 7 8 9 5 3

8 2 9 7 6 3 1 4 5

1 6 3 8 5 4 7 9 2

7 4 5 2 9 1 8 3 6

9 3 6 1 4 5 2 7 8

2 5 1 9 8 7 3 6 4

4 7 8 6 3 2 5 1 9

2
3 7 5

7 1 6 4 5
3 7 1
6 8

4 3 2
9 5 6 8 7

9 3 6
9

CITY MAX MIN
Chandigarh 36 24
New Delhi 35 26
Amritsar 35 27
Bathinda 37 27
Jalandhar 35 26
Ludhiana 36 26
Bhiwani 38 26
Hisar 39 27
Sirsa 37 29
Dharamsala 30 19
Manali 26 15
Shimla 26 17
Srinagar 31 18
Jammu 36 27

Kargil 31 13
Leh 26 10

Dehradun 30 23
Mussoorie 24 18

SUNSET: TUESDAY 18:54 HRS
SUNRISE: WEDNESDAY 05:55 HRS

TEMPERATURE IN OC
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The reported cannabis finding involving an Air India 
pilot has arrived at precisely the wrong moment for a 
serious aviation investigation. An aircraft suffered a 
sudden loss of altitude, passengers and crew were 

injured, and public anxiety is naturally high. In such 
circumstances, a drug test can quickly become the most 
convenient explanation. It should not become the explanation 
before the evidence warrants it. The distinction matters 
because aviation safety depends not merely on identifying 
something potentially wrong, but on establishing whether it 
was actually relevant to an incident. Cannabis can impair 
attention, motor control and the ability to manage complex 
tasks. That makes its possible presence in a pilot's system a 
legitimate matter for investigators.  

But detection is not the same as impairment, and 
impairment is not the same as causation. This is where the 
limitations of cannabis testing become important. Unlike 
alcohol, for which blood concentration has a reasonably 
established relationship with impairment, the presence of THC 
does not provide investigators with a dependable clock. 
Depending on the test and the individual, traces may remain 
after the effects have disappeared. A positive result can 
therefore establish exposure without establishing when 
consumption occurred or what the pilot’s condition was when 
the aircraft encountered trouble. 

That does not make drug testing futile. It makes simplistic 
interpretation of its results dangerous. There is a legitimate 
argument for stringent rules governing cannabis use by flight 
crews. Canada, confronted with precisely these uncertainties, 
has adopted a 28-day prohibition before duty. India may need 
to examine whether its own rules are sufficiently precautionary, 
particularly as testing becomes more widespread. If regulators 
cannot reliably determine from a sample whether a pilot was 
impaired at a particular moment, a clearly defined abstinence 
period may offer greater protection than an attempt to 
construct an unreliable impairment threshold after an incident. 

But regulation and investigation serve different purposes. A 
preventive rule can legitimately be strict because the 
consequences of impairment in a cockpit are extraordinary. An 
accident investigation, however, must be exacting about 
evidence. It cannot convert a regulatory violation into proof that 
the violation caused an incident. The Air India case therefore 
presents an opportunity to improve two things at once: the 
country's prevention regime and the quality of its accident 
investigations. The first requires robust screening, clear 
abstinence rules and meaningful enforcement. The second 
requires investigators to examine flight-data recordings, cockpit 
actions, aircraft systems, operational circumstances, medical 
factors and human performance alongside toxicology. 

There is also a broader institutional lesson. Airlines and 
regulators should resist the temptation to announce dramatic 
findings before their significance is understood. Public 
confidence in aviation is not strengthened by finding a culprit 
quickly. It is strengthened when investigators demonstrate that 
uncomfortable evidence will be pursued without allowing it to 
eclipse contradictory evidence.  

If cannabis contributed to what happened, the investigation 
should establish that firmly. If it did not, that conclusion should 
be equally acceptable. The purpose of a test is to find what 
happened and then fix responsibility.

Traditionally, cyberattacks were  
easily identifiable; most followed 
predictable patterns, used 
conventional templates, employed 

known malware signatures, and sent 
grammatically awkward phishing emails. 
The advent of AI has added unbelievable 
sophistication to cyberattacks; rogue developers 
deploy AI to send highly convincing fake 
emails, create ever-changing malicious 
software, and impersonate political and 
business leaders. These cyberattacks often 
result in stolen login details, fraudulent 
payments, and compromised identities. 

Not surprisingly, cyber frauds have emerged 
as the latest threat to citizens’ wallets; within 
seconds, fraudsters can make lakhs of rupees 
disappear, without trace. The scale and 
number of cyber frauds is alarming;  
according to the National Cyber Crime 
Reporting Portal data, around 28 lakh cyber 
frauds, involving a sum of Rs.22,931 crore 
were reported last year. Cyber frauds keep 
rising exponentially, year after year, though 
the Government, Supreme Court, and RBI 
all are seized of the matter. 

However, an infinitely more dangerous 
threat is on the horizon. Last month, OpenAI, 
one of the world’s largest Artificial Intelligence 
(AI) research organizations, whose release 
of the large language model ChatGPT, in 
November 2022, started the AI boom, 
reported that some of its most advanced AI 
models had gone rogue and hacked Hugging 
Face, one of the world's largest hubs, for 
sharing AI models. 

An agent ~ an AI system which can operate 
independently after human instruction ~ 
that was being tested by OpenAI, in a 
controlled environment, had exploited 
weaknesses in controls and escaped test 
limits. Further investigation revealed that 
several OpenAI models had coordinated to 
attack Hugging Face.  

It was found that AI agents had planned 
their moves for weeks, which went completely 
unnoticed by their human handlers. The 
rogue AI agents had created a bulletin board 

where hundreds of thousands of messages 
were exchanged, tasks were divided, findings 
were presented, and successful behaviour 
was reused. Alarmingly, all this planning 
and coordination was never detected by 
computer scientists at the OpenAI lab; while 
AI agents themselves had used cryptographic 
signatures to identify trustworthy messages, 
and avoid impostors within the group. 

An even more serious incident was reported 
recently by AI Security Institute, a British 
Government organization. During security 
tests, agents powered by Anthropic’s Mythos 
5 and OpenAI’s GPT-5.6-Sol were caught 
creating fake online identities and writing 
malicious code to gain unauthorized 
access to secure systems. This incident 
has been confirmed by OpenAI and 
Anthropic. 

In yet another such incident of this 
kind, Muse Spark 1.1, Meta’s most capable 
model, for real-world coding and agentic 
tasks, infiltrated an unidentified company 
and altered its internal systems. Worryingly, 
ahead of their planned public listings, 
Anthropic and OpenAI are racing to 
release even more efficient AI systems. 

There is another dimension to the 
capabilities of AI. Using artificial  
intelligence, researchers at Stanford 
University, the Broad Institute of MIT, 
and Harvard announced the creation of 
sixteen new viruses, and thousands of 
genomes, which sent alarm bells ringing 
round the globe.  

Infectious diseases specialists were worried 
because AI-designed viruses could have 
benefits, such as the creation of targeted 
bacteriophages that could help tackle 
antibiotic-resistant infections in new ways, 
but at the same time, remembering that 
most probably the Covid-19 pandemic was 
caused by a virus that leaked out of a Chinese 
lab, the ability to design whole, functional, 
unknown artificial viruses could become a 
serious bio-security risk.   

Shorn of computerese, we now have AI 
models that are capable of thinking 
independently, and planning and executing 
tasks that were not contemplated by their 
handlers. Additionally, these AI models are 
capable of breaching the most secure computer 
systems and altering them. Ergo, there is a 

real danger that one day a rogue AI model 
may decide to infiltrate the defence, banking, 
or communication network of some country, 
and cripple it in the process. 

In the worst-case scenario, a rogue computer 
scientist may deploy an AI model to infiltrate 
and destroy, or hold to ransom computer 
systems of a rival organization, or even 
another country. A rogue bio-scientist may 
develop an artificial virus that could endanger 
the entire human race. Endless variations 
on these themes are possible; a rogue country 
with AI capabilities could easily threaten 

the existence of the entire 
planet.  

This is not an impossible 
denouement. Technology is 
value neutral; AI is designed 
to make life easier by solving 
mundane human problems, 
but there are infinite possibilities 
of misusing it to manufacture 
deepfakes, spread dis- 
information, violate privacy, 
mount cyber attacks etc. The 
real problem is that with a 
global investment of US$1.6 
trillion (roughly Rs.1.5 crore 
crores) in AI, and an ongoing 
global race for dominance, 
no player is ready to step 

back. The US Government has washed its 
hands of the matter, by asking AI companies 
to better manage their security risks.  

China has churned out equally powerful 
AI models like DeepSeek, Alibaba’s Qwen, 
and Moonshot AI’s Kimi, on shoestring 
budgets. Since the Chinese AI programme 
is much less in the public glare, the threat 
from autonomous Chinese AI models is not 
so well documented, but there can be no 
doubt that it does exist. We have to be extra 
cautious about Chinese advances in AI, as 
India is often the target of Chinese misadventures. 

Even otherwise, AI may pose a grave 
threat to the job market. Entry level jobs in 
IT and coding, customer support and 
back-office operations are all under threat 
from AI. Major Hollywood studios are quietly 
embedding AI into everyday filmmaking 
for script ideation, visual effects, and digital 
de-aging, while actors and film crews have 
been replaced by AI-created characters in 

the immensely popular Chinese micro-dramas.   
The US is the worst hit; job listings for 

entry-level corporate roles, traditionally 
available to recent college graduates, have 
fallen by fifteen per cent, while the number 
of applications per job has surged by thirty 
per cent. An estimated two lakh to three 
lakh jobs were lost due to AI in the US in 
2025, though employers strenuously avoided 
that label, saying that only 54,836 jobs were 
cut because of AI. AI is sure to endanger the 
future of ordinary US techies, yet AI is being 
actively promoted by uber rich tech czars. 

Last year, Elon Musk, the world’s first 
and last trillionaire (though, only briefly), 
announced that Tesla will manufacture the 
AI-enabled humanoid Optimus robot, which 
will be capable of working 24X7, with five 
times the productivity of a human being. 
Optimus will retail for US$20,000 to US$30,000 
~ the price of a mid-sized car.  

Advent of the AI-enabled humanoid 
robots, promised by Musk, would mean 
that all tasks, even those involving complex 
decision-making, can be automated, and 
completed, without human interference. 
With higher-order machines controlling 
lower order machines, the need for  
humans in a futuristic office, or factory, will 
be minimal. 

This is not science fiction; Elon Musk 
posted on X: “AI and robots will replace all 
jobs. Working will be optional, like growing 
your own vegetables, instead of buying them 
from the store.” As regards displaced workers, 
Musk suggested that they could be  
pensioned off on a fixed sum, a sort of 
Universal Basic Income (UBI); a sentiment 
echoed by his fellow robber barons, Sam 
Altman (CEO of Open AI), Chris Hughes 
(co-founder of Facebook) and Pierre Omidyar 
(founder of eBay). 

This could be the end of human civilisation, 
as we know it ~ if Musk et al have their way. 
All of us would have to survive on doles, 
and there would be few opportunities for 
anyone seeking to better his lot. The progeny 
of UBI beneficiaries would most probably, 
be forced to subsist on UBI, while Musk, 
and his multiple progenies would lord it 
over the world, living the high life, roaming 
at will in their private jets. 

Consider India’s farm sector, which employs 
more than 26 crore workers; mechanised 
agriculture, aided by humanoid robots, could 
bring down agricultural employment to a 
trifling figure. One can be sure that the fate 
of the more than 26 crore jobless farmers 
would not be of much interest to Musk, or 
his fellow musketeers. 

As the world lurches on to an uncertain 
future, one is reminded of Danish philosopher 
Søren Kierkegaard: “It happened that a fire 
broke out backstage in a theatre. The clown 
came out to inform the public. They thought 
it was a jest and applauded. He repeated his 
warning. They shouted even louder. So I 
think the world will come to an end amid 
the general applause from all the wits who 
believe that it is a joke” (Either/Or Part I).

One of the highlights in Vice 
President Sara Duterte’s 
impeachment trial on Monday 
was Senator-judge Erwin Tulfo’s 

sharp reprimand, when he called out hostile 
witness Gina Acosta for speaking only in 
Bisaya during her testimony. Translating 
the words of the special disbursement 
officer (SDO) of the Office of the Vice 
President (OVP) from Bisaya to English 
and Filipino, and vice versa for the prosecution 
lawyer’s questions, had slowed down the 
trial that marked its 16th day this week. 

“I don’t understand why she seems to 
be having such difficulty speaking Filipino 
here when, in fact, she answered in Filipino 
during the hearing in Congress last 
November,” Tulfo said, citing excerpts of 
Acosta’s replies in Filipino and English 
when she first appeared at a 2024 hearing 
in the House of Representatives. 

“Enough of this deception!” Tulfo 
remonstrated, before asking presiding 
officer Sen. Francis Escudero “to compel 

the witness to speak in Filipino.” 
Acosta’s prevarication may have been 

deliberate, as her subsequent testimony 
on the Vice President’s controversial 
confidential funds revealed the extent of 
fraud, impunity, and corruption 
that attended the OVP’s handling 
of hundreds of millions in 
taxpayer money. In her damning 
testimony, Acosta admitted 
that she had released confidential 
funds worth some P500 million 
~ P125 million in 2022 and 
P375 million in 2023 ~ to 
Duterte’s chief security officer Col. Raymund 
Dante Lachica, on orders of “Ma’am Sara 
Duterte.” As a longtime government 
employee, Acosta would have been familiar 
with the Commission on Audit’s (COA) 
Joint Circular 2015-01, which specifically 
states that “ … under standard regulations, 
cash advances handled by an SDO cannot 
be transferred to unauthorized third parties 
or other individuals for disbursement.” 

Acosta’s deference to Lachica on Duterte’s 
order may be traced to her years of service 
as SDO for confidential funds to the then 
Davao City mayor from 2019 to 2022. 
Having worked together, did she and 

Duterte develop a modus of disbursing 
confidential funds outside COA rules 
without raising an alarm? Did Duterte 
take Acosta with her to the OVP 
because the underling had proven 
amenable to bending COA rules for 
her boss? Should the VP be impeached 
because of such “irregular” transactions, 
Acosta would surely lose her cushy 

job, a lucrative posting at salary grade 24 
or a monthly pay of from P98,000 to 
P109,000. But why should accountability 
stop with the Vice President? While 
command responsibility applies, shouldn’t 
the SDO be sanctioned as well for her role 
in perpetuating this anomalous release 
and COA-disallowed use of public funds? 

Consider how this SDO propped up the 
irregular process, first by releasing P500 

million to a third party against COA rules, 
and without official receipts or supporting 
documents. Next, handing over millions 
in cash when the usual protocol was to 
issue checks to proponent agencies to 
establish a paper trail of disbursement for 
better accountability.  

Third, giving the “unauthorized” recipient 
too much leeway in determining how 
public funds were used: from planning 
“generic” projects under “good governance,” 
to implementing these plans deemed too 
“confidential” for even COA scrutiny, and 
preparing the accomplishment report 
where “no untoward incident” was considered 
sufficient to define success.  

Clearly, Acosta had abetted this fraud 
and provided official cover that allowed 
the OVP to treat taxpayer money flagrantly 
as personal funds. Shouldn’t this SDO be 
also made accountable for this massive 
fraud, if only to impress on other government 
employees how public trust lodges with 
them as well? 

The Democratic Party in America is confronting a 
political reality that cannot be dismissed as the latest 
quarrel between its progressive and centrist wings. 
Democratic socialist candidates appear increasingly 

capable of winning primaries, defeating established figures and 
shaping the economic conversation. The significance lies less in 
the label “socialist” than in what is driving voters towards it: a 
growing belief that the American economic system is no longer 
delivering security to a substantial part of the population. 

For younger Americans in particular, the traditional promise 
that hard work, education and prudent financial decisions will 
lead to home ownership and a comfortable middle-class life has 
become less convincing. Housing costs, healthcare expenses, 
student debt and stagnant purchasing power have altered the 
economic expectations of a generation. When the system 
appears to protect accumulated wealth more effectively than it 
creates new opportunities, radical alternatives appear more 
attractive. That does not mean most Americans have suddenly 
rejected capitalism. They have not. Democratic socialist 
candidates face a formidable obstacle outside heavily 
Democratic constituencies because the word “socialism” still 
carries substantial political baggage. Republicans are likely to 
exploit that baggage relentlessly, particularly in competitive 
House and Senate races. 

Yet Democrats would be making an equally serious mistake if 
they responded simply by moving back to the centre. The 
appeal of the party's insurgent left is not primarily ideological. It 
reflects a demand for visible economic change. A politics 
centred on affordable housing, healthcare, stronger labour 
protections and higher taxation of extreme wealth can attract 
voters who may never describe themselves as socialists. 

The danger for Democrats is therefore not that their party is 
becoming socialist. It is that they could misunderstand why 
socialist candidates are gaining ground. If party leaders treat 
the phenomenon as an ideological aberration, they risk 
alienating voters whose dissatisfaction is rooted in material 
circumstances rather than political theory.  

The 2026 midterms will provide an important test. Success 
for progressive candidates in Democratic primaries is one thing; 
winning competitive general elections is another. If candidates 
associated with the left can broaden their appeal beyond safe 
Democratic districts, the party’s economic centre of gravity 
could shift decisively. If they fail, moderates will have a
powerful argument that ideological enthusiasm cannot 
substitute for electoral reach. Either way, the debate will not 
disappear after November.  

The result will influence the Democratic Party’s choices 
ahead of 2028 and, more importantly, force it to answer a 
deeper question: what should American capitalism look like 
when an entire generation increasingly doubts that it can 
provide them with the security enjoyed by their parents? That is 
the real contest underway inside the Democratic Party. The 
argument is not simply about socialism. It is about whether the 
economic order can regain enough legitimacy to prevent 
disillusionment from becoming a permanent political force.

Wrong   moment 

Leftward  Shift 

We now have AI models that are 
capable of thinking 
independently, and planning 
and executing tasks that were 
not contemplated by their 
handlers. Additionally, these AI 
models are capable of breaching 
the most secure computer 
systems and altering them. 
Ergo, there is a real danger that 
one day a rogue AI model may 
decide to infiltrate the defence, 
banking, or communication 
network of some country, and 
cripple it in the process 
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Governance 
 
Sir, This refers to the article ‘Beyond 

Protest’ by Hitendra Patel, published today. 
Every generation has the right and also the 
responsibility to question the political 
institutions it inherits.  

Political systems are not sacred  
monuments; they are human creations, 
shaped by particular historical circumstances 
and therefore capable of becoming 
inadequate, unjust, or unresponsive to 
changing social realities.  

Democratic progress itself has often 
depended upon movements that  
challenged established authority, exposed 
entrenched inequalities, and demanded 
institutional reform.  

Opposition to the existing order can 
therefore be a necessary force for renewal. 
Without dissent, political institutions may 
become complacent, exclusionary, or resistant 

to legitimate demands for justice.  
Yet opposition by itself does not guarantee 

improvement. A movement may successfully 
destroy an old order without possessing 
the vision, institutions, or practical capacity 
required to build a better one.  

Anger against corruption, inequality, or 
authoritarianism can unite people temporarily, 
but governing requires compromises, 
constitutional safeguards, administrative 
competence, and respect for pluralism.  

Yours, etc., Narayanan Kizhumundayur,  
Thrissur, 20 August. 

 
 

Welcome step 
Sir, The National Medical Commission 

draft proposing a single nation-wide licence 
for doctors via a Unique Identification 
number is a landmark reform. By removing 
cumbersome state-by-state re-registration 

requirements, India can address severe 
regional healthcare disparities. 

Currently, India’s doctor-to-population 
ratio is very low and rural primary health 
centres face a severe shortfall of specialists, 
exceeding 75 per cent. Allowing instant 
inter-state mobility empowers doctors to 
serve underserved regions during regional 
crises, seasonal surges, or localized shortages 
without legal hurdles. 

To ensure success, the NMC must integrate 
real time license tracking to prevent malpractice 
migration across borders and establish 
automated, zero-cost state transfers.  

Yours, etc., Dr. Vijaykumar H K, 
Raichur, 20 August. 

 

Grime 
Sir, Where the government is talking 

about glittering surfaces its auditor has 
found grime. The Comptroller and Auditor 

General’s recently-released compliance  
audit of 512 non-suburban Railway stations 
in 2023-24 found 90 per cent of them 
deficient in essential amenities like  
drinking water, seating, toilets, shelters, 
fans and signage.  

Even high-revenue, high-footfall stations 
showed persistent deficiencies. Water from 
the taps of dozens of stations was found 
infected with E-coli bacteria. The audit 
took place more than a year after the Amrit 
Bharat Station Scheme was launched and 
its report was released just before a ‘Station 
Mahotsav’ was announced to showcase 
local heritage at 103 locations.  

Almost 300 crore journeys were logged 
through India’s 5,908 non-suburban railway 
stations in 2023-24. This shows the massive 
effort required to improve basic amenities 
along the nation’s lifeline. 

Yours, etc., Khokan Das, 
Kolkata, 20 August.
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IMPORTANT EMPIRE 
PROBLEMS 

PLANS FOR 
LONDON 
CONFERENCE 
(BRITISH OFFICIAL WIRELESS)  
RUGBY, AUG. 

ARRANGEMENTS for the Imperial 
Conference, which will assemble in London 
on October 19, are well advanced. The Prime 
Ministers of all the Dominions, accompanied 
in each case by one or more of their Cabinet 
colleagues, will be present, as well as 
representatives from India. 

As on former occasions many of the 
questions to be dealt with will be worked 
out in detail by sub-committees appointed 
by the conference, including such matters 
as overseas settlement, inter-Imperial trade, 
communications, research and the exhibition 
of Empire films within the Empire. 

But the full sessions of the conference 
will be invested with great importance. The 
introductory speech by the British Prime 
Minister will cover wide ground, and the 
statements to be made by the Foreign 
Secretary and the Secretary for the Colonies 
and the Dominions will give rise to interesting 
debates. 

 

UGLY SCENES 

WORKERS 
ASSAULTED AND
INTIMIDATED 
(FROM OUR SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE) 
LONDON, AUG. 

MANY men who had begun work in the 
Nottingham district returned home after 
hearing Mr. Cook’s specious promises of an 
early victory. 

Picketing has developed into definite 
intimidation, the pickets threatening to assault 
workers. 

Hostile crowds at Mansfield lined the roads 
and stoned a motor-bus conveying miners to 
the pits. The windscreen was smashed, cutting 
the face of the driver, who dashed through the 
crowd and pulled up at the police station. A 
boy cycling from a colliery was roughly handled 
by men armed with sticks who congregated 
at the pitheads. 

Police were rushed up in taxicabs and 
motor-buses. 

“Russia, God bless her, is sending more 
money,” declared Mr. Cook, in a speech at 
Mansfield. “We have the names and addresses 
of all blacklegs,” he added. “We shall see that 
they will not get another job.” 

 

IRISH WAR HEROES 

MEMORIAL 
UNVEILED AT 
GUILLEMONT 
AMIENS, AUG. 

MARSHAL Joffre presided, and several 
high British officers were present to-day on 
the occasion of the unveiling of a monument 
erected at Guillemont by the Irish Free State 
in memory of Irish men who fell in the 
Battle of the Somme.—Reuter.

HARSHA KAKAR 
 

Failure of his Gaza peace plan, 
largely due to its rejection by 
Benjamin Netanyahu, who is 
soon to face elections, and 

Iran refusing to bend and accept 
America’s diktat, despite heavy bombing 
is  making Donald Tr ump, who 
considered himself the most powerful 
global leader, feel small and helpless. 
Adding to his frustration is refusal of 
his allies to join his illogical and 
fruitless campaign against Iran. With 
mid-term elections looming, Trump’s 
frustration only grows, though he 
denies it. 

Israel which commenced the war 
has now withdrawn into a corner, 
leaving Trump alone to face the music. 
The US armed forces are stretched 
beyond limits; armaments, especially 
missile stocks, are running low and 
losses in air power including UAVs 
and aircraft have gone beyond even 
those in the Iraq war, despite Iran’s air 
defences being depleted. There have 
also been personnel issues on board 
the aircraft carrier USS Abraham 
Lincoln, forcing the US to deploy 
another carrier, USS George Washington 
from Yokosuka, Japan in its place, 
leaving no carrier in the Pacific. This 
is the third carrier to be deployed in 
the conflict. 

Trump is now taking out the 
frustration of his failures on his allies 
and nations which cannot respond 
to US military power. When questioned 
on ongoing talks between Iran and 
Oman on managing the Hormuz 
Straits, Trump responded, “If Oman 

gets in the way, we'll bomb the shit 
out of them.” 

He also ordered scaling down the 
joint exercise with South Korea. It was 
Exercise Ulchi Freedom Shield, an 
11-day event scheduled from 17 to 27 
August. It involved 18,000 troops and 
would rehearse scenarios including 
missile strikes, drone incursions and 
cyber-attacks. Trump claimed it was 
too late to cancel them. 

Trump’s logic for doing so at the 
last moment may have been that the 
exercise was costly, largely paid for 
by the US, and the refusal of Seoul to 
join the Iran war. He also highlighted 
his fondness for the North Korean 
leader Kim Jong Un by mentioning 
that these exercises “send a signal 
that is totally inappropriate and hostile” 
to North Korea, adding that North 
Korea “has been unthreatening and 
respectful” to him during his tenure. 
He also announced his intention of 
meeting Kim Jong Un later this year. 

Simultaneously, he praised the Mecca 
pact inked between Saudi Arabia, 
Turkey and Pakistan. On this, he 
mentioned, “It shows that the Middle 
East is coming together and how 
countries will finally be able to defend 
themselves in a more meaningful way.” 
In July at the NATO summit in Turkey, 
he lambasted NATO members for not 
helping in the Iran war and on their 
defence spending. He accused nations 
of blocking their bases and airspace 
to the US, while reigniting the Greenland 
issue. At the same time, he praised 
Turkish President Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan. At a bilateral meeting with 
Erdogan, Trump mentioned, “I was 

very disappointed with NATO,” adding, 
“Frankly, if it (the summit) weren't 
held in Turkey, where my friend 
happens to be a very strong leader, a 
very strong person, it’s possible that I 
wouldn’t have attended.” 

In an interview with Axios, in May, 
Trump was singing praises of Chinese 
President Xi Jinping. He termed him 
as a ‘strong man,’ adding, “he is no 
games. It’s all business which I like.” 
He also claimed that they both got 
along and “have a good relationship.” 
Trump has repeatedly been singing 
praises of the Russian President 
Vladimir Putin, calling him very strong, 
despite Putin refusing Trump’s proposals 
to end the conflict with Ukraine. 

Linking all of the above, it is evident 
that Trump has fondness for strong 
global leaders, largely dictators or 
strongmen, who have ruled their 
country with iron fists, crushing all 
dissent. The leaders he has praised in 
recent days include Kim Jong Un, 
Mohammad Bin Salman, Asim Munir 
and Recep Erdogan. Evidently, they 
are leaders Trump wants to emulate 
but cannot and this is exactly why he 
admires them. He tried copying them 
by issuing Presidential diktats (executive 
orders), but they backfired. 

The US justice system blocked most 
of Trump’s executive orders, whether 
on tariffs, citizenship to children born 
in the US of illegal immigrants and his 
personal actions including carrying 
out changes within independent federal 
bodies. His latest frustration stems 
from an appeals court blocking his 
dream of constructing a ballroom in 
the White House, forcing him to approach 

the Supreme Court to enable work to 
continue while he battles the courts. 

The courts have also prevented the 
postal system from implementing 
Trump’s executive orders on mail-ins 
and absentee voting, impacting his 
desperation to change the election 
system akin to India, where photo IDs 
are essential for casting votes. His 
recent comment on his Truth Social 
site – “India’s last Election had 
646,000,000 Voters! Less than one 
per cent voted by mail, and every 
single Voter had to have a VALID 
Photo Identity Document. We need to 
pass THE SAVE AMERICA ACT, now”- 
is a sign of his growing anger on being 
curtailed by law. The same was retweeted 
by his ambassador to India. 

In an interview to the New York 
Times in January this year, when 
questioned on the limits to his power, 
Trump said: “There is one thing. My 
own morality. My own mind. It’s the 
only thing that can stop me. I don’t 
need international law.” This was just 

days after US forces raided Venezuela 
and arrested its President, Nicolas 
Maduro and his wife. Both of Trump’s 
recent operations, the attack on 
Venezuela and Iran were against 
international law. Since nations avoid 
criticizing, fearing a blowback, Trump 
sidesteps the UN when he wants to 
and uses it when he gains from it, like 
pushing it to pass a favourable resolution 
on his almost defunct Gaza ‘Board of 
Peace.’ The US Congress currently 
lacks the ability to challenge him. It 
may change post the mid-term elections 
in November, which remains his 
concern. His current ratings are the 
lowest in his present tenure. Trump 
has always dreamt of being a dictator, 
but was born in the wrong country. 
Hence, his role models and those he 
appreciates are dictators, whom he is 
desperate to emulate, but cannot. It 
leaves him frustrated and angry. 

 
 

The writer is a retired Major-General of the Indian 
Army.
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ACROSS 
 
6    Pull bat away 

regularly after 

proper bloomer  

(7) 

7    Uncanny, Dot 

(single) making right 

move twice in 

highly-strung state 

(5) 

9    Setter�s power as 

mischief-maker  

(3) 

10  His older TV�s repair 

is not long-lasting  

(5-5) 

11  Guy more than once 

needing to make a 

dash for it, 

reportedly (5) 

13  Recording that male 

setter�s given 6D 10 

things (8) 

15  Stopped talking and 

did postprandial 

chore?  

(5,2) 

16  Excessive as cost 

might be, if 

broadcaster under 

influence of a drug? 

(3-4) 

20  Creative person 

gets home by taking 

second north out of 

IOW town  

(8) 

23  Manners shown by 

Dr. Dre? Not at first, 

in today�s theme ... 

(5) 

24  Unusually large pets 

receiving hard-7 

messages?  

(10) 

27  Country where 

setters introduce 

thematic content in 

left/right columns 

(3) 

28  On the way out, 

Indy�s recycled? 

Good (5) 

29  Creative use of e.g. 

Corel 6D (2,5) 

 

DOWN 
 

1    Having lost case, 

simply with no case 

to lose (8)

2    Setters� pleasure 

trips no longer 

starting with a 

thematic dash  

(4) 

3    German city�s 

missing hotel by 

river, previously 

knocked down  

(3,4) 

4    Pull up after taking 

the lead from Steve 

Cram (4) 

5    Element nitrogen is 

missing from 

compound number 

1 (6) 

6    Portrait�s head  

isn�t the Queen, 

according to artist 

(7) 

8    Read out, say, 

writing that�s 

depressingly dull in 

literary terms (5) 

12  Burst of letters 

from higher up, 

thematically (5) 

14  Stink is about fine? 

That�s nonsense (5) 

17  Very strong man in 

Cheers, playing 

university lecturer 

(8) 

18  Suggest a possible 

case for secret 

police (7) 

19  Stuck bug on leads 

of peripheral 

electronic devices? 

That�s about right 

(7) 

21  Very much 

recovered at last, 

after turning up gas 

(2,3) 

22  Wasted time during 

last two-thirds of 

second half? It 

makes you sick!  

(6) 

25  Gregory�s car 

registration? 

Sydney�s, actually 

(4) 

26  Avoiding 27, maybe 

Frankfurter is wise 

(4)

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8

9 10

11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18

19

20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27

28 29

R O A M W E L L B O R I N G
A L B X A V D A
V I L L A P O S T E R I O R
I I R E E R O L
S E N E G A L R I C O T T A
H V A B O N

P A L I S A D E N O S E D
I N D A F E

S I N A I U N M A I L E D
U N L D D U
B Y S I G H T L I E D O W N
S H C E I N U K
I S O T H E R M S C U B A N
D N I E Z E L O
E X A S P E R A T E T E X T

NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters  in the  words required.  (By arrangement with The Independent, London)

YesterdayÊs Solution

P E R S P E C T I V E
100 Years Ago

Front page of The Statesman 
dated 25 Aug 1926

News Items

OCCASIONAL 
NOTE 

CALCUTTA may read with some envy of 
the completion of a tube railway in London 
along which one may travel for over twenty 
miles without change of train. The English 
capital has been compelled to go underground 
to seek relief from traffic congestion, and 
even so has not successfully attained its 
purpose, for its roadways are more crowded 
than ever before. To burrow beneath the 
surface is an expedient denied to Calcutta, 
for a tube here would have to go for long 
distances practically through water. A tube 
can be made watertight but it must have 
something firm on which to rest, and it is 
that good foundation that Calcutta has been 
denied by the process of the making of its 
soil. Whether it can or no Calcutta must 
solve its traffic problem while keeping on 
the surface.

ADVITYA MADAN 
 

I commanded 15 Punjab in Lebanon 
in 2006, immediately after the 
Israel-Hezbollah war, and saw at 
close quarters both the resilience 

of Lebanese society and the weakness 
of the state institutions around it. 
Twenty years later, much has changed 
in Lebanon, but the central problem 
remains: the Lebanese state has struggled 
to establish a monopoly over force 
and to build institutions capable of 
delivering political and economic 
stability. Lebanon’s resilience is 
remarkable, but resilience alone cannot 
substitute for a functioning state. 

Lebanon was once a regional hub 
for banking, tourism and trade. Its 
location could again become an 
economic asset ,  particularly if 
reconstr uction gathers pace in 
neighbouring Syria and Lebanese ports 
participate in regional trade and 
logistics. Beirut is also exploring ways 
to strengthen its energy connectivity 
with the Gulf, including routes that 
could reduce dependence on the Strait 
of Hormuz. Yet these opportunities 
will remain difficult to realise unless 
Lebanon addresses its deeper political, 
security and economic weaknesses. 

The end of the civil war in 1990 did 
not produce a durable political settlement. 
Mass anti-government protests in 
2019 exposed the depth of public 
frustration, while the 2020 Beirut port 
explosion became a symbol of institutional 
failure. The investigation into the blast 
was stalled for years, although it has 

now resumed and produced a report, 
underscoring both the persistence of 
accountability problems and the 
continuing demand for justice. 

Lebanon finally emerged from a 
prolonged political vacuum in January 
2025, when Parliament elected Joseph 
Aoun as President and Nawaf Salam 
became Prime Minister. Their backgrounds 
are markedly different. Aoun is a 
soldier; Salam is an academic and 
international jurist. Both came to office 
as relative outsiders in a political 
system long shaped by established 
political factions and former warlords. 
Both have pledged to strengthen state 
authority and address the issue of 
Hezbollah’s arms. 

There has been some progress, 
including measures to advance economic 
reforms and negotiations with the 
International Monetary Fund. But the 
government’s record remains mixed. 
The fundamental challenge is that 
Lebanon’s political, security and 
economic crises cannot be solved 
sequentially. Disarmament, institutional 
reform and reconstruction have to 
move together. 

Hezbollah remains the central 
obstacle. Its military role has repeatedly 
drawn Lebanon into conflicts that the 
state has often been unable to control. 
In October 2023, Hezbollah opened 
fire on Israel in support of Hamas 
after the October 7 attack, triggering 
a new cycle of conflict. The subsequent 
fighting inflicted enormous economic 
damage. Lebanon has lost billions of 
dollars through successive rounds of 

conflict, adding to the devastation 
caused by the financial crisis and the 
port explosion. 

Yet Hezbollah cannot be understood 
simply as an armed organisation. 
Having observed its presence in 
Lebanon, I have seen how deeply it is 
embedded in parts of Shia society. It 
operates schools, hospitals and youth 
programmes and has built networks 
that provide services and financial 
support. Its parallel financial mechanisms 
have helped some supporters withstand 
the country’s banking collapse. This 
helps explain the organisation's enduring 
social base and why disarmament 
cannot be treated merely as a military 
operation. The Lebanese government's 
biggest challenge is therefore how to 
establish state authority without 
triggering another internal conflict. 
Hezbollah has argued that surrendering 
its weapons would expose Lebanon 
to renewed Israeli aggression and 
could lead to civil war. 

The Lebanese Army, meanwhile, 
remains too weak to impose disarmament 
by force. Although its size has increased 
substantially since 2021, much of its 
limited budget goes towards salaries 
and pensions rather than modern 
weapons and capabilities. Its institutional 
capacity, courts and political backing 
also remain insufficient for a confrontation 
with an organisation that has historically 
been better armed and more deeply 
embedded in parts of the country. 

A second obstacle is southern 
Lebanon. The credibility of the Lebanese 
state and its army has been weakened 

when Israeli forces remain on Lebanese 
territory or conduct continuing military 
operations. Lebanon therefore faces 
a difficult equation: it is being asked 
to establish a state monopoly over 
weapons while also seeking an end to 
foreign military presence on its territory. 
The two issues are closely connected 
and require parallel diplomacy. 

The third challenge is money. Lebanon 
urgently needs reconstruction finance, 
but international donors are unlikely 
to commit substantial resources without 
credible reforms. An earlier donors' 
conference in 2018 produced pledges 
of about $10 billion, but much of the 
promised support did not materialise. 
The IMF has repeatedly stressed that 
banking-sector restructuring, fiscal 
sustainabil ity,  governance and 
transparency are prerequisites for 
recovery. The economic numbers 
explain the urgency. Lebanon’s currency 
has lost almost all of its former value, 
while hyperinflation has devastated 
household savings and confidence. 
Inflation has nevertheless fallen sharply 
from its 2023 peak, showing that 
stabilisation is possible. The country 
must now repair its banks, restore 
credit, broaden its sources of growth 
and reduce the heavy burden of wages 
and pensions on public finances. Its 
advantages remain considerable: 
relatively cheap labour, strong universities 
and an entrepreneurial culture. 

Lebanon therefore faces a narrow 
window of opportunity. Its people 
have repeatedly demonstrated resilience, 
but the state has to convert that 

resilience into institutional strength. 
The path forward lies in strengthening 
the Lebanese Army and state institutions, 
reducing the space for parallel centres 
of power, undertaking economic and 
banking reforms, and securing credible 
international support for reconstruction. 
None of these challenges can be 
addressed in isolation. 

For India, Lebanon offers a broader 
lesson about state capacity in a 
fragmented security environment. 
Political stability, economic recovery 
and national security are mutually 
reinforcing, not separate policy 
compartments. Lebanon’s experience 
also underlines the importance of 
institutions that can prevent non-state 
actors from becoming stronger than 
the state itself. 

If Beirut can restore state authority 
while rebuilding its economy, its 
strategic location could again become 
an asset rather than a vulnerability. 
The choice before Lebanon is ultimately 
between remaining resilient in crisis 
and becoming resilient through 
functioning institutions. There may 
not be another opportunity to postpone 
that choice. 

 
The writer, a retired Brigadier of the Indian Army, 
commanded 15 Punjab in Lebanon under the United 
Nations Flag. He is an analyst on geopolitics, 
strategic, international and defence affairs.

Trump’s love for dictators 
flows from his frustration

Last chance to rebuild Lebanon
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EDITORIALS

Saddam Hussein, you liar.
First you claimed that your 

chemical and biological weapons 
were destroyed even before the 
start of the Gulf War. After your 
humiliating defeat, though, you 
were confronted with documen-
tary evidence gathered by inter-
national inspectors—and you 
were forced to admit that, ahem, 
your stockpiles of germ bombs 
remained in existence after the 
conflict.

Then you said your entire 
production of these deadly agents 
was 130,000 gallons of botulin, 
a toxin that attacks the nervous 
system, and 13,000 gallons of 
anthrax, a bacterium that dines on 
human cells.

You proclaimed that such an 
explicit mea culpa was the final, 
truthful and definitive word on 
your weapons program; then you 
demanded that trade sanctions be 
lifted, and you even threatened the 
world with some unknown hostile 
act if they were not.

Oops. Over the weekend, you 
finally confessed to a visiting 
United Nations team that you had 
a much larger and more advanced 
weapons program for produc-

ing these bacteria and toxins, and 
that these banned agents of terror 
warfare already had been “weapon-
ized”—that is, fitted aboard missiles 
and packed inside bombs ready to 
rain a most cruel death down upon 
your foes.

This time, you swear you’re tell-
ing the truth, the whole truth and 
nothing but the truth.

Nice sales pitch, Saddam. But 
nobody’s buying.

The Iraqi president is prac-
ticing a very crude sort of politi-
cal damage control. Clearly, he is 
worried about the recent defec-
tion of two senior generals, one 
of whom was boss of Iraq’s clan-
destine program to develop illegal 
weapons of mass destruction.…

Let’s hope this transparent 
attempt at forthright discussion 
will be seen for what it is—false 
and cynical—and that it fails at 
currying favor with members of 
the Security Council. Can any 
responsible state be convinced 
that no weapons are stored at 
secret sites?

After four years of Saddam’s 
repeated denials and lies about 
his secret chemical and biologi-
cal weapons program, the inter-

ON THIS DAY 31 YEAR AGO: YOU’RE A LIAR, SADDAM

An intense Aug. 11 storm 
knocked out power for nearly 
375,000 customers of Northern 
Indiana Public Service Co. and 
as of late afternoon Friday — 10 
days later — more than 41,000 still 
were without service. NIPSCO 
projected that Portage and Gary 
wouldn’t be fully restored until 
Tuesday, a full two weeks after the 
storm.

Indiana Gov. Mike Braun last 
Thursday described the situation 
as “unacceptable.”

We agree. Two weeks with-
out electricity has major conse-
quences.

It means refrigerators and 
freezers full of spoiled food, 
sweaty spaces, no hot water, 
no cooking fuel and over a long 
enough period of time transforms 
daily life into something approxi-
mating the medieval.

Residents soldiering on through 
the ordeal were quoted in various 
reports expressing frustration 
and exhaustion while some tried 
to be philosophical. There were 
questions from Gary residents 
about whether other parts of the 
region were being prioritized over 
their long-beleaguered city, which 
NIPSCO executives adamantly 
denied.

The same storm system 

battered the Chicago area, partic-
ularly the south suburbs, and 
Commonwealth Edison reported 
that it had restored service to 99% 
of the 410,000 customers who lost 
power by Aug. 15. Like all utili-
ties, ComEd comes in for plenty of 
grousing as a matter of course, but 
would anyone in northern Illinois 
prefer that NIPSCO were their 
utility these past two weeks?

Nope.
Once the lights all are back on, 

NIPSCO and Indiana policymak-

ers shouldn’t behave like it’s busi-
ness as usual from here.

Storms as strong as the ones 
that pummeled the area look to 
be a regular feature of summer-
time in these parts. If NIPSCO’s 
painfully slow restoration pace 
is unacceptable, then the utility 
and the state must take steps to 
improve.

The awful reality in northwest 
Indiana reminds us of 15 years ago 
when a brutal spate of July storms 
in Chicagoland led to outages that 

went on for days on end, espe-
cially in the northern suburbs. 
A July 11, 2011, derecho caused 
860,000 outages, and it took 
ComEd six days to restore all of its 
affected customers.

The experience provoked so 
much outrage that the Illinois 
Commerce Commission ruled 
two years later that nearly 35,000 
customers were eligible for 
monetary damages from ComEd, 
a decision that was upheld by 
the Illinois Appellate Court the 
following year over ComEd’s 
objections.

At the time, ComEd was 
pushing hard for state legisla-
tion authorizing a 10-year, $2.6 
billion modernization program 
that included the installation 
of so-called smart meters in 
customers’ homes and businesses 
throughout the service territory 
and power-grid improvements 
that enabled the system to recover 
much faster from mass-out-
age events. The law eventually 
was enacted over then-Gov. 
Pat Quinn’s veto, and ComEd’s 
courting of then-House Speaker 
Michael Madigan  infamously 
became a key part of the success-
ful corruption prosecution of 
Madigan as well as executives and 
lobbyists for the utility.

There were aspects of the 
smart-grid law that were objec-
tionable such as provisions that 
gave state utility regulators next 
to no say in the level of rate hikes 
ComEd demanded to make the 
work happen.

But the infrastructure invest-
ment did improve ComEd’s 
outage performance, as statistics 
have borne out. We haven’t seen 
anything as awful as that 2011 
experience since then. And the 
contrast in 2026 between ComEd 
and NIPSCO is yet more evidence 
that the modernization paid off.

NIPSCO is in the middle of 
installing smart meters through-
out its territory, a project it 
expects to complete next year. In 
addition to providing exact infor-
mation on customer usage and 
eliminating the need for estimated 
billing, smart meters are help-
ful in outage response. Through 
the meters, the utility is informed 
immediately when the power goes 
out at a specific location.

But there’s more to grid 
modernization than smart 
meters. Of the $2.5 billion ComEd 
budgeted for the big grid upgrade 
in 2011, just $1.1 billion was for the 
meters. The rest went to installa-
tion of smart switches and various 
other improvements to the system 
designed to make it more resilient.

Acting meaningfully to improve 
NIPSCO’s outage-restoration 
performance will cost money and 
will hike utility bills that already 
are high. Is that a trade-off resi-
dents and businesses are willing 
to make?

It may or may not be, but the 
utility, state officials and north-
west Indiana’s communities 
should begin an honest discussion 
about a cost-effective response.

Now.

For tens of thousands in northwest Indiana, 
outages mean much of August has been hell

As Chicago’s Sears, Roebuck 
and Co. started to grow more 
than a century ago, its farsighted 
leaders wanted a green space for 
their headquarters. They commis-
sioned the Sears Sunken Garden, 
an unlikely oasis across the street 
from the retailer’s main adminis-
tration building on the West Side’s 
Homan Avenue.

The 1907 garden was “sunken” 
below street level to provide 
peace and quiet as horse-drawn 
wagons and early motor vehicles 
clattered by. Ornamental foun-
tains, a reflecting pool, ponds 
stocked with goldfish and care-
fully designed plantings nestled 
just below the garden’s defining 
feature — a dramatic, 100-foot-
long row of classical columns 
known as a pergola.

A slice of the Mediterranean 
had come to a busy city street.

Today, Sears is a memory, much 
of its Homan Square complex is 
boarded up and the once-mar-
velous garden is a wreck. April 
brought welcome news that 
this neglected landmark finally 
would be getting a face-lift, thanks 
largely to a $1 million pledge from 
the city’s Richard H. Driehaus 

Foundation.
An ambitious timetable was set. 

Media reports trumpeted how 
the pergola would be brought 
back to its former glory as soon as 
mid-July.

Anyone familiar with the ups 
and downs of the North Lawn-
dale neighborhood won’t be too 
surprised about what happened 
next.  As of earlier this month, the 
garden remained in disrepair. The 
beat-up pergola was blocked off 
with an orange mesh safety fence. 
A tipped-over trash can spilled its 
garbage onto the unkempt lawn. 
The walkways were overgrown, 
the garden plots weedy.

Turns out, the pergola’s 
columns were in worse shape 
than expected. As work began, 
crews discovered the concrete 
had disintegrated and the struc-
ture needed to be replaced rather 
than repaired. The restoration 
halted until the Driehaus Foun-
dation stepped up — again — with 
additional funding.

“We are now back on track,” 
declared Caroline O’Boyle, who 
serves on the nonprofit board 
supervising the renovation. A new 
timetable calls for the pergola 

restoration to be finished by 
mid-November and work on the 
garden itself to begin next year, 
she told us.

Start. Stop. Plead for more 
money. Start again, fingers crossed.

That pattern is familiar to 
anyone involved in rebuilding 
neighborhoods that have endured 
decades of disinvestment. North 
Lawndale certainly has: It lost 
major employers, population and 
investment over generations.

It also has an amazing history, 
and potential. When Sears made 
Homan Square the heart of its 
fast-growing retail empire, North 
Lawndale was among the hottest 
neighborhoods in the city.

By the 1960s, it had become a 
focus of the Civil Rights Move-
ment. The Rev. Martin Luther 
King Jr. famously made North 
Lawndale a centerpiece of his 
fair-housing campaign, moving 
his family into a rundown apart-
ment to protest slum conditions.

In the 1970s, Sears left for its 
downtown tower, marking a 
retreat of money and influence 
that devastated the neighborhood. 
As with the garden project, North 
Lawndale’s recovery efforts have 

proceeded in fits and starts.
The retailer’s Homan Square 

complex is an important Chicago 
landmark, and a couple of its 
prominent buildings have been 
impressively restored. The big 
red-brick office complex across 
from the Sears Sunken Garden, 
however, continues to rot. Time-
tables for shoring it up have kept 
slipping.

Given the monumental chal-
lenges, could fixing up a small-ish 
garden really do anything to turn 
things around? Yes.

A beautiful green space can 
indeed transform an urban 
neighborhood. Among the first 
to prove the point was the Liz 
Christy Garden, which became 
a catalyst for remaking Manhat-
tan’s Lower East Side in the 1970s. 
Across the Chicago area, commu-
nity gardens, green-thumb clubs 
and dedicated individuals make 
it their business to beautify their 
surroundings.

Those efforts inspire neighbors 
to take pride in their communities, 
which in turn inspires hope for a 
better future — a missing element 
in the most troubled parts of the 
city.

In Chicago these days, the word 
“hope” inevitably brings to mind 
favorite son Barack Obama, and 
the Obama Presidential Center, 
which took the South Side by 
storm this year. While the center’s 
Museum Tower gets the most 
attention, with its impressive 
exhibits about his presidency, the 
free, open-to-the-public gardens 
around it could turn out to be the 
most transformative part of the 
project.

It’s good to see the West Side 
getting a little love in the same 
vein. And we believe the late Rich-
ard Driehaus, a gregarious finan-
cier, would have loved the Sears 
Sunken Garden restoration. Hats 
off to his foundation for backing a 
project that fits with this one-of-a-
kind local character’s legacy.

The foundation’s financial 
commitment to the garden stands 
at $1.5 million so far today, a 
spokeswoman told us. Even with 
that, the nonprofit Friends of 
Sears Sunken Garden has unmet 
fundraising goals to see the proj-
ect through. Here’s hoping the 
rest of Chicago does what it takes 
to raise up the West Side’s sunken 
treasure.

The Sears Sunken Garden gets new life on Chicago’s West Side

EDITORIAL CARTOON

DAVID HORSEY

Lineworkers, part of a team from North Carolina, rebuild transmission 
lines in order to reenergize a substation south of Gary on Aug. 20. 
ARTHUR MAIORELLA/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

ComEd took a few days 
to restore power after 

Aug. 11 storms. NIPSCO 
is taking two weeks

national community has every 
right to doubt the sincerity of 
Saddam’s latest confession.

Until the world community 

is absolutely convinced that 
Saddam has no more secrets 
buried under the desert sands 
of his despotic domain, the 

trade embargo must not be 
lifted. …

Tribune editorial board, 
Aug. 24, 1995
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OPINION

By Tom Suozzi  
and Scott Galloway
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE

A transfer of wealth from young 
to old, an education system that 
ill-equips young people for today’s 
economy and technology plat-
forms engineered to polarize us 
have produced a generation of 
Americans who no longer believe 
in America. According to Gallup, 
75% of baby boomers feel very or 
extremely proud to be an Amer-
ican, compared with just 41% of 
Gen Z. We are raising the most 
isolated, anxious and discon-
nected generation in our history.

The solution is each other.
Just as the World Cup showed 

millions of visitors how wonder-
ful America can be, a mandatory 
year of national service would 
show our own young people the 
same thing — while equipping 
them with the civics, skills and 
on-ramps to the middle class that 
a fractured education system and 
a polarized political culture have 
failed to provide.

Under our proposal, every 
young American would choose 
one of three pathways: an Ameri-
Corps-style civilian service, a new 
“Skills Through Service” program 
or military service.

As we mark 250 years of Ameri-
can independence, we rightly cele-
brate the accomplishments and 
uniqueness of this nation. In that 
same patriotic spirit, we must also 
confront what is pulling us apart.

Three compounding forces are 
dividing America, and national 
service would address all three: 
isolation, eroding trust in institu-
tions and income inequality.

Isolation: This generation is 
lonelier, more anxious and more 
depressed than any before it. 
Young people are just not mixing 
anymore. National service would 
close that distance by physically 
bringing young people together, 
the way it did for the generation 
that returned from World War II 
having served alongside Ameri-
cans of every background, geogra-
phy and faith and went on to build 
the American century.

There’s reason to believe this 
works, and not just as nostalgia. 
Research shows that intergroup 
contact promotes national iden-
tity. A study of service members in 
Spain found that being assigned 
to military service in a different 
region substantially increases 
“self-identification as Spanish” 
and increases the likelihood of 
voting. Singapore pairs national 
service with integrated public 

housing, creating exactly the kind 
of structured contact between 
groups that a meta-analysis of 
more than 500 studies shows reli-
ably reduces prejudice.

And one of the toughest 
critiques — that service damages 
mental health — doesn’t hold up. 
A 2025 study using nationally 
representative U.S. data found 
that military service was actually a 
protective factor against depres-
sion once researchers controlled 
for socioeconomic background. 
Service, it turns out, builds the 
very coping skills and sense of 
purpose that isolation erodes.

Eroding trust: Americans have 
lost faith in their institutions and 
increasingly channel that disil-
lusionment into contempt for 
government itself. The youngest 
Americans now rank as the least 
patriotic in the country’s history. 
National service would reinvigo-
rate civics — not the kind taught 
from a textbook, but the kind 
learned shoulder to shoulder with 
a fellow citizen who likely doesn’t 
share your ZIP code, income or 
politics.

Income inequality: Young 
Americans are being crushed by 
stagnant wages, soaring costs and 
a wilting middle class, as the coun-
try has presided over the largest 

generational wealth transfer in 
our history — from young to old. 
Meanwhile, we need millions of 
new skilled workers. Much as 
President Bill Clinton promised 
“100,000 new police officers,” 
America now needs 47,600 new 
welding professionals — annually 
— to replace retiring or departing 
workers. For every five welders 
retiring, only two are entering the 
field to replace them.

That is just one example. By 
2030, over 1 million nurses will 
retire. We need a fresh genera-
tion of electricians, carpenters 
and teachers to meet the surging 
demand created by the artifi-
cial intelligence buildout and the 
reshoring of manufacturing.

The “Skills Through Service” 
pathway would fast-track the 60% 
of Americans who don’t gradu-
ate college — and many who do — 
directly into the jobs this economy 
actually needs.

Over time, our goal is to build 
a culture where the default ques-
tion shifts from “Did you serve?” 
to “How did you serve?”

If we want our young people 
to love their country — and each 
other — again, the country has to 
invest in them first. That invest-
ment pays for itself: National 
service programs return an esti-

mated $17 for every $1 the federal 
government spends.

Big ideas invite resistance, and 
this one will be no exception. 
America has a massive problem: 
a generation isolated by algo-
rithms and divided by identity 
politics. Addressing it will require 
an equally big, but simple, idea: 
common experience. Ask one 
generation to serve, and the next 
250 years have a fighting chance 
of looking like the best of the last 
250.

We will release our full proposal 
in the coming months, and we’ll 
need voices from across American 
society to build it. Join us.

U.S. Rep. Tom Suozzi represents 
Long Island and Queens in 
New York. He serves on the 
Ways and Means Committee 
and the Select Committee on 
Strategic Competition with the 
Chinese Communist Party, and 
is the Democratic co-chair of 
the bipartisan Problem Solvers 
Caucus. Scott Galloway is a 
professor of marketing at NYU 
Stern, a serial entrepreneur and 
podcaster, and the author of the 
No. 1 New York Times bestseller 
“Notes on Being a Man,” and 
he serves on the University of 
California Board of Regents.

Mandatory service can renew 
young people’s faith in America

Daniyla Norman, center, and Saniyah Johnson, right, wait patiently as Chicago HOPES for Kids Program Director Dajuan King provides stamps for their scavenger hunt card at Lincoln 
Park Zoo on May 15, 2025. Chicago HOPES for Kids is a nonprofit organization that partners with AmeriCorps. CHRIS SWEDA/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

By Jodi Bondi Norgaard
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE

Most people have heard about 
the arrests of Andrew and Tristan 
Tate in July on charges that include 
rape and human trafficking.

The Tate brothers built their 
fortune through webcam pornog-
raphy and by marketing misogyny 
and male dominance as success. 
One of their courses was even 
called “Pimping Hoes Degree.” 
Andrew Tate has said that women 
should “bear responsibility” for 
being sexually assaulted, and he 
described them as “empty vessels” 
who are “programmable.” At one 
point, he was one of the most 
searched people in the world.

That should have set off alarms, 
but instead it became content.

The Tate brothers built a global 
following, became extremely 
wealthy, and gained cultural and 
political influence by degrad-
ing and harming women. Their 
message spread through viral 
videos, podcasts, interviews 
and support from people who 
defended them, downplayed 
their rhetoric or portrayed them 
as victims of a culture that had 
become “too feminine.” This is 
how misogyny moves from the 
fringe into the mainstream: not 
quietly but with a microphone.

Unfortunately, the Tate brothers 
are hardly unique.

Jeffrey Epstein created an 
empire that exploited and traf-
ficked girls and young women 
while powerful people looked the 
other way. Larry Nassar sexu-

ally abused hundreds of girls and 
young women by taking advan-
tage of the trust placed in him as 
a doctor. Harvey Weinstein used 
his influence in Hollywood to prey 
on women whose careers often 
depended on his approval.

Different men and different 
industries, but the same lesson. 
Our culture has too often rewarded 
those who harm women.

The abuse of women and girls 
has long been ignored, excused, 

protected and even turned into 
profit. Meanwhile, those working 
to create more opportunities for 
girls and women have to fight for 
a fraction of that attention. This 
isn’t accidental, and it shows what 
our culture chooses to reward and 
what it ignores.

For more than 20 years, I’ve 
worked at the intersection of 
entrepreneurship and gender 
equality. When I created Go! Go! 
Sports Girls, I wasn’t just making a 

doll. I was challenging the stories 
we tell girls about who they can be. 
Most store shelves were filled with 
fashion dolls and products focused 
on beauty and appearance. Making 
dolls that celebrated girls’ strength, 
leadership and athleticism meant 
going against the status quo, and it 
remains an uphill battle.

I’ve learned that it is much 
easier to sell stereotypes than to 
challenge them.

Today, misogyny is rewarded 

with clicks, algorithms, headlines 
and endless attention. It teaches 
boys that domination is strength, 
men that contempt is confidence, 
and girls that their humiliation is 
entertainment.

Women and girls should be 
able to live free from exploita-
tion, abuse, trafficking, harass-
ment and violence. No one should 
profit from harming or degrading 
women. Boys deserve role models 
who teach respect, not domina-
tion, and girls deserve a culture 
that supports their potential 
instead of making money from 
stereotypes. None of this should be 
controversial.

If it is easier to profit from 
misogyny than to empower girls, 
then the problem is not just the 
market. The real problem is the 
culture, and when culture rewards 
cruelty, the damage spreads.

Every click, every share, every 
purchase and every platform are 
a choice about what, and who, we 
value. The real question is whether 
we’ll keep amplifying the people 
who degrade women or finally stop 
handing them the megaphone.

Jodi Bondi Norgaard is the creator 
of the award-winning Go! Go! 
Sports Girls brand and the author 
of “More Than a Doll: How 
Creating a Sports Doll Turned 
into a Fight to End Gender 
Stereotypes.” She worked with 
the White House Gender Policy 
Council under the administration 
of President Joe Biden and the 
Geena Davis Institute on Gender 
in Media.

The Tate brothers and the amplification of misogyny

Andrew Tate, center, and his brother Tristan, right, pose with a man outside the Court of Appeal in Bucharest, 
Romania, on July 6, 2023. ANDREEA ALEXANDRU/AP
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OPINION

Dr. Fauci squelched debate
Like millions of Americans, I 

am grateful to doctors, nurses, 
and all other medical clinicians 
and researchers for their invalu-
able work during the COVID-19 
pandemic. However, Dr. Alessan-
dra Hirsch’s op-ed “The problem 
with outrage over Fauci” (Aug. 16) 
misses the point about criticism 
of Dr. Anthony Fauci. He tried to 
shut down debate about public 
policy and scientific evidence that 
differed from his views.

The Great Barrington Declara-
tion, which argued for concentrat-
ing medical resources on the very 
young and old but letting the rest 
of the economy function normally, 
deserved more serious consider-
ation. The same is true of the virus 
lab leak theory and criticism of 
gain-of-function research. Fauci 
did his best to discredit these 
views. Scientists who disagreed 
with him, even those from 
Harvard and Oxford universities, 
were considered quacks. Fauci 
thereby caused great harm to the 
credibility of science because 
open and free debate is vital for 
real understanding and progress.

The Royal Society in London 
began in 1660 with the purpose 
to advance excellence in science. 
It adopted the motto “nullius in 
verba” — “take nobody’s word for 
it.” That was sound advice 350 
years ago and is equally appropri-
ate today. Unfortunately, Fauci 
and some of his colleagues tried to 
engineer takedowns of those who 
disagreed with them.

Other views and opinions may 
have been right or wrong, but 
those voicing them deserved to 
be heard. Following the Royal 
Society’s motto, we should take 
nobody’s word for it, not even 
Fauci’s.
— James E. Ciecka, emeritus 
economics professor, Chicago 

Trump’s pandemic approach
Bravo to Dr. Alessandra Hirsch 

for her spirited defense of Dr. 
Anthony Fauci, including her 
precise recollections of the horrid 
conditions early on in the COVID-

19 pandemic, when Fauci and 
other experts had to make diffi-
cult recommendations with the 
limited knowledge available at the 
time and without the genius of 
hindsight.

Hirsch aptly recalls the refrig-
erated trucks outside hospitals 
in New York; here in Chicago, 
we addressed the overwhelming 
death rate with plans to repur-
pose McCormick Place into a 
hospital or, really, like the refrig-
erated trucks, a way station to the 
morgue.

President Donald Trump, U.S. 
Sen. Rand Paul and other MAGA 
folks routinely name-call Fauci 
but generally without citing 
specific policies he endorsed that 
proved harmful. The reality is that 
Fauci’s recommendations were 
mainstream, no different from 
those of Dr. Deborah Birx’s and 
other noted public health experts, 
and very much followed by almost 
every COVID-19-afflicted country 
in the world.

Importantly, as Hirsch notes, 
the COVID-19 vaccine, which 
Trump called (when it was useful 
to him to do so) “one of the great-

est achievements of mankind,” 
saved millions of lives in America 
and even more around the world 
(it was unanimously endorsed 
internationally.)

Actually, it was Trump’s 
approach to COVID-19 that was 
the odd and very harmful outlier.

Remember, it was Trump who 
said that COVID-19 would be 
gone in “two weeks” and, later on, 
that it was a Democratic “hoax” 
and that nobody would talk about 
it after the 2020 election. Was 
Trump’s rejection of Fauci, Birx 
and mainstream science based 
on informed analysis, or was 
it simply what he perceived in 
his own self-interest (including 
reelection), without regard for 
others?

Fauci mania keeps attention 
off Trump’s bizarre and harm-
ful response to the pandemic. 
Perhaps, the real issue — lost in 
the craziness about Fauci — is 
how many people died needlessly 
because they acted on Trump’s 
disdain for actively avoiding 
COVID-19 and his indifference to 
vaccination. Some experts in the 
field estimate that death toll at 

over 100,000 Americans.
— Dr. Sheldon Hirsch, Wilmette

Scare tactics over healthcare
In his letter “‘Medicare for All’ 

is a folly” (Aug. 14) David N. Simon 
describes a scary scenario offered 
by “leftist democratic socialists,” 
which would “swamp demand 
for medical services,” resulting 
in long waits. It sounds almost as 
frightening as the death panels 
that Republicans told us were a 
part of the Affordable Care Act, 
better known as Obamacare.

And he warns us that this would 
require major tax changes, as if 
major tax changes are ever a prob-
lem for Republicans (although 
they seem to prefer tax cuts for 
wealthy supporters).

Most high-income countries 
provide some version of univer-
sal healthcare, with better health 
outcomes and at much lower cost 
than in the U.S. The potential long 
wait times that Simon describes 
should be viewed as evidence that 
we as a nation are not adequately 
equipped to provide healthcare to 
all of our people. So, a change to 
any version of universal healthcare 
would hopefully include a transi-
tion, as we train more physicians 
and other healthcare providers, 
and develop appropriate facilities.

As Medicare was being debated 
in the early 1960s, Republi-
cans warned us that it would 
be dangerous socialism. If you 
want to hear how preposterous 
this scare tactic really is, listen to 
Ronald Reagan’s 1961 speech on 
socialized medicine, available on 
YouTube.
— David J. Roberts, emeritus 
associate accountancy professor, 
Skokie

Health of public officials
I understand a person’s right to 

privacy and the laws that protect 
those rights. They are an import-

ant part of America’s consti-
tutional heritage. However, I 
believe that right should not fully 
extend to public officials, elected 
or appointed, who are drawing 
paychecks and benefits from the 
taxpayer.

In that instance, the taxpayer 
is supporting their employee, 
the public official, and is thus 
the employer. That status gives 
citizens the right to an explana-
tion for the long-term absences 
of elected and appointed taxpay-
er-paid leaders.

The nonprofit organization 
Network for Public Health Law 
reasons that public officials have a 
duty to keep taxpayers informed 
of their availability for work. 
Prevention of fraud, deception 
and public accountability are 
reasons given for this suggestion. 
However, individual dignity, the 
possible effect of hiding a chronic 
or fatal diagnosis and possible 
coercion of the public officials 
are reasons given to retain total 
Health Insurance Portability 
and Accountability Act (HIPPA) 
privacy for public officials.

In the end, the public should 
be aware of the severe medical 
problems of public officials unless 
doing so compromises national 
security or a legitimate law 
enforcement goal.
— Ira Schafer, Bourbonnais, 
Illinois

Note to readers
Construction on Chicago 

streets and bridges this summer 
has created headaches for many 
drivers. We’d like to hear from you 
about your frustrations with the 
delays and the city’s management 
of the closures and detours. Send a 
letter of no more than 400 words 
by Wednesday, Sept. 2 to letters@
chicagotribune.com. Be sure to 
include your full name and city/
town.

Voice of the People

Dr. Anthony Fauci, then director of the National Institute of Allergy and 
Infectious Diseases and the chief medical adviser to the president, waits 
for President Joe Biden to arrive for a video call with the White House 
COVID-19 response team at the Eisenhower Executive Office Building on 
December 27, 2021, in Washington, D.C. ANNA MONEYMAKER/GETTY

For online-exclusive letters, go to www.chicagotribune.com/letters. 
Email your letter submissions, 400 words or less, to letters@chicago 
tribune.com. Include your full name, address and phone number.

It’s summertime, and the living 
is uneasy, particularly in Wash-
ington newsrooms and bureaus. 
At this time of year, historically, 
serious news can be harder to find 
than the newspeople available to 
cover it.

The result is what journal-
ists call “the silly season,” when 
you can never guess what pseu-
do-story will get elevated to the 
headlines.

Searching for silly news in seri-
ously serious Washington can be 
easier than you might think, and 
of late it is becoming difficult to 
draw the line between the conse-
quential and the absurd.

Consider the kerfuffle raised 
around a remark by U.S. Sen. Jon 
Ossoff, a Georgia Democrat often 
mentioned among presidential 
hopefuls, about President Donald 
Trump and a young female aide.

Ossoff angered Team Trump 
— and Trump himself — by call-
ing suggestive attention to the 
relationship widely described as 
exceptionally close between the 
president and Natalie Harp, his 
35-year-old executive assistant.

“He doesn’t want to do the job,” 
Ossoff declared to an enthusi-
astic crowd, regarding Trump’s 
air of befuddlement amid a swirl 
of crises bedeviling his admin-
istration. “He wants to build his 
ballroom and travel with Natalie 
on their apparently defenseless 
flying palace gifted by the emir of 
Qatar.”

“With Natalie.” Those two 
words ignited the crowd and 
delighted down-in-the-dumps 
Democrats elsewhere who, in 
this polarized election season, are 
looking exceptionally hard for 
candidates who show backbone.

And they were not alone. A 
brief soundbite from Ossoff’s 
30-minute speech drew more 
than 5 million views on X and a 
volcanic backlash from Republi-
cans, including Harp’s boss, who 
shot back Monday calling Ossoff 
a “Pee Wee Herman lookalike” 
— after mistakenly calling him 
“Pinky Herman.”

A chorus of MAGA influenc-
ers took to social media to post 
their outrage. Even former House 
Speaker Newt Gingrich got the 
Bat Signal, and he assailed Ossoff 

on X for “misogynistic language 
diminishing and smearing some-
one who is simply doing their 
job.”

It was interesting for reporters 
and talking heads, with noth-
ing else going on, to observe a 
familiar tactical deployment on 
the political battlefield, with the 
Trump camp preparing to isolate 
and smother Ossoff under a social 
media dogpile, and to pummel 
Democrats on an issue they 
supposedly “own.”

But I would caution those who 
are eager, for whatever reason, to 
jump on the bandwagon that sees 
Ossoff’s barb as sexual innuendo.

It would bother me if all the 
Harp chatter was about spreading 
salacious rumors about an attrac-
tive young woman working with 
an older boss.

We’ve seen this too many times 
before. You might even say it’s 
the way of the world, I guess, but 
without real evidence to back it 
up, I don’t want to be part of the 
rumor mills.

But I would also suggest 
that Ossoff’s comment was not 

intended to suggest a sexual 
relationship. Although I would 
acknowledge that such an expla-
nation is exactly the misdirection 
GOP strategists would want to 
create.

Rather, this story is about 
Trump’s deep, pathological need 
for sycophancy. Throughout his 
careers in business and poli-
tics, Trump has always sought 
to display his dominance. It’s no 
surprise, then, that in his tele-
vised Cabinet meetings his closest 
advisers vie to outdo each other in 
displays of flattery.

What’s important about Harp’s 
relationship to Trump is not the 
prurient interest but rather that 
she seems to be, as New York 
Times White House reporter 
Maggie Haberman put it, “sort of 
his binky, for lack of a better word, 
his comfort blanket.” And, conse-
quently, she seems to be his main 
conduit to reality.

We have little idea who Harp is. 
And the more we learn, the more 
anxious we ought to be.

Harp is referred to by many 
in Trumpworld as “the human 

printer” for her role supplying 
the president with printed copies 
of everything from news reports 
to social media chatter. In fact, 
according to a report two years 
ago in The Bulwark by the well-
sourced reporter Marc Caputo, 
Harp actually trails Trump every-
where with a portable printer in 
tow.

She reportedly works seven 
days a week, texts with world 
leaders on his behalf and stays 
up late with him drafting social 
media posts.

This has made her extremely 
influential. As one source told 
Caputo, “If you want the president 
to see something, the best route is 
Natalie.”

She also doesn’t seem to have 
a boss, other than Trump. And it 
seems she may have worked for a 
year in her highly sensitive posi-
tion without a security clearance.

Over the years, questions 
have arisen about who controls 
Trump’s social media accounts 
and gatekeeps the often toxic 
messages that emanate from 
them. Some observers suggest 

that Harp is a central player.
I was downright outraged by 

reports that Harp sent out the 
racist video on Trump’s Truth 
Social account that portrayed 
former President Barack Obama 
and former first lady Michelle 
Obama as apes. Some of us take 
that personally, not that Trump 
appears to care.

The post, created under 
Trump’s direction, appeared in 
February at the end of a minute-
long video promoting false claims 
about the 2020 election. It was 
deleted about 12 hours later after a 
furious bipartisan backlash.

But, as one who believes in 
free speech and our democratic 
system, I hold the faith that such 
cheap shots will be punished, 
sooner or later, by the voters.

That’s the way democracies 
mete out political justice. It’s not 
perfect, but it offers an irreplace-
ably valuable chance for us voters 
to be heard. And we need every 
chance we can get.

Email Clarence Page at cptimee@
gmail.com.

Who is Natalie Harp?  
Americans have a right to know

President Donald Trump steps off the Marine One helicopter with aide Natalie Harp after landing near the White House on Aug. 16 in Washington. 
TASOS KATOPODIS/GETTY
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The Sound
Of America
On the Record
By Anna Harwell Celenza
Norton, 352 pages, $35

BOOKSHELF | By David Skinner

The Brave Witness of Chow Hang-tung

C rowds waited outside a
Hong Kong courthouse
on Friday for a verdict

for Chow Hang-tung that was
preordained at her arrest five
years earlier: guilty of inciting
subversion of state power.

The supposedly criminal
act: Her pro-democracy Hong
Kong Alliance held annual me-
morial services for those
killed by their own govern-
ment in the 1989 Tiananmen
Square massacre in Beijing.

Only the most naive could
believe that Hong Kong has a
fair legal system, in which a
pro-democracy advocate could
have a chance of acquittal.
Ms. Chow didn’t benefit from
a jury trial—that constitu-
tional guarantee has been jet-
tisoned in favor of handpicked
judges. The arrangement has
helped the government secure
a near-perfect record of con-
victions in national security
cases.

The trial of Ms. Chow and
other leaders of the Hong

Kong Alliance produced some
unexpected fireworks. The 41-
year-old dissident put Hong
Kong’s legal system and the
Chinese Communist Party on
the spot as few others have.

Representing herself, Ms.
Chow agreed with prosecutors
that she had called for the
end of one-party communist
rule. But she challenged them
to prove it was illegal. “The

key phrase in this case, ‘end-
ing one-party dictatorship,’ is
by nature a call for the rule of
law. It seeks to end a state in
which the party stands above
the law and to restore our in-
herent rights, including that
of democracy,” she told the
court. “This is not a trial of
the Hong Kong Alliance or the
defendants, this is a trial of
Hong Kong’s justice system.”

Ms. Chow is a Cambridge-
educated geophysicist who
turned to politics after the
devastating 2008 Sichuan
earthquake, which killed al-
most 70,000 people. Many of
those killed were schoolchil-
dren, victims of shoddy “tofu
construction” schools built by
corrupt contractors that col-
lapsed while government
buildings remained intact.

She saw that the Chinese
communist political system
had produced the worst of the
Sichuan disaster, so she
dropped out of her doctoral
program to become a lawyer
and activist in her native
Hong Kong.

She is one of the most out-
spoken, articulate and stub-
born opponents of Hong
Kong’s government. In an ear-
lier prosecution, in November
2021, Ms. Chow wouldn’t
plead guilty to protest-related
charges, refusing to “trade my
honesty for freedom.” She
warned authorities, “You can
force on me bitter manual
tasks—like washing the toi-

let—and smelly porridge, but
you can’t force me to speak
contrary to my mind. You can
even force me to shut up, but
you can’t force me to utter
what I do not believe.”

Her closing statement in
the current trial, delivered in
June, posed a challenge to the
Chinese party-state. “We
know exactly what we want:
to end one-party dictatorship,
bring about a democratic
transition, and effect a change
of regime.”

Ms. Chow’s maximum sen-
tence is 10 years. But she
urges supporters not to feel
sorry for her. “I reject the
characterization of me as ‘un-
fortunate.’ . . . It is actually a
great fortune to be able to
fight for one’s own ideas. How
many people in the world
have such an opportunity?
Against the biggest commu-
nist dictatorship in the world,
no less. What a challenge.”

Mr. Clifford is president of
the Committee for Freedom in
Hong Kong Foundation.

By Mark Clifford

She speaks truth to
power in Hong Kong
at her kangaroo trial.

OPINION

T he arts can seem little more than background music to
the main events in American history. Songs, art and lit-
erature that shaped the inner lives of history’s actors

are usually overlooked while politics, war and social change
appear to drive the national story. In “On the Record: Music
That Changed America,” Anna Harwell Celenza, a music
scholar at Johns Hopkins, works to repair this divide between
art and politics by revisiting a dozen or so quintessential
American musical works and drawing out their connections
to various acts of legislation, some significant, others less so.

Ms. Celenza’s book spans America’s history from Francis
Scott Key’s “Star-Spangled Banner” (1814) forward, but it
comes most alive when discerning the voice of the people in

popular music, from the songs
of Paul Simon to Lin-Manuel
Miranda’s “Hamilton” (2015). The
author calls her book “a political
history of the United States
through a musical lens.” Each
chapter explores individual pieces
of music to “illustrate their effec-
tiveness as agents of political
change.” The careful reader will
note, however, that only a few of
the book’s music-makers had such
ambitions in mind.

The preface begins with pro-
Palestinian protesters who disrupt a
commencement ceremony at Johns

Hopkins. The chapter on the “Star-Spangled Banner” begins
with quarterback Colin Kaepernick’s taking a knee during a
performance of the national anthem. These passages seem to
confuse the occasional political gesture, however attention-
grabbing, for something larger and more interesting.

With the music itself, Ms. Celenza hits upon important
episodes when creative work mingled with major events:
how, for instance, the “Star-Spangled Banner” emerged from
the War of 1812 to become, more than 100 years later, Amer-
ica’s national anthem in legislation signed by President Hoo-
ver. In the meantime, the song had become fodder for eight
different parodies in the 1840 presidential campaign and, a
few years later, an abolitionist parody: “Oh, say do you hear,
at the dawn’s early light / The shrieks of those bondmen,
whose blood is now streaming / From the merciless lash,
while our banner in sight.” The Civil War then gave new
meaning to Key’s verses as the Union’s anthem while the
Confederacy embraced “Dixie.”

Ms. Celenza juxtaposes this history with that of “Lift Every
Voice and Sing,” by James Weldon Johnson, composed in 1900.
Written for Lincoln’s birthday and dedicated to Booker T.
Washington, the song was nearly forgotten but for its use in
classrooms around Jacksonville, Fla., from which its stature
grew. The NAACP designated it the Negro National Anthem in
1919, during a period notorious for violence against black
Americans. In the civil-rights era, “Lift Every Voice and Sing”
became even more notable until, in 2021, Rep. James E. Clyburn
of South Carolina introduced a bill to make it the “national
hymn of the United States.” The bill didn’t become law.

Charles Ives’s music hasn’t made him a household name,
though his “Unanswered Question” (1908) is frequently per-
formed and his personal story is intriguing. A New Englander
deeply influenced by his reading of the Transcendentalists,
Ives went into the insurance business while continuing to
compose music, though his compositions weren’t widely
performed.

Public-minded in other ways, Ives promoted a constitu-
tional amendment to allow Americans to vote directly on
legislation, but nothing came of it. In 1921 and 1922, he
arranged to publish three volumes of his essays and music,
at his own expense, and mailed them directly to a list of
prominent people in American music, whose names he col-
lected from “Who’s Who in America.” In time, Ms. Celenza
writes, this direct-mail effort began to pay off. With the rise
of modernism, Ives’s highly allusive and often experimental
music found a suitable audience.

In the history of jazz and the challenges it presented to
America’s classical music scene, Ms. Celenza focuses on
music with political correlatives involving race, respect and
the perennial question of how to define “American” music.
Pitting contemporaries Duke Ellington and George Gershwin
in opposition, she examines Ellington’s “Creole Rhapsody”
(1931) as a blues commentary on Gershwin’s symphonic
“Rhapsody in Blue” (1924).

Ellington, though interested in Gershwin, was critical of
his masterpiece, “Porgy and Bess” (1935), telling a reporter
that “it didn’t capture the real spirit of the characters it por-
trayed,” only then to regret the remark. “You can say any-
thing you want on the trombone,” Ellington noted, “but you
gotta be careful with words”—an aptly worded statement,
ironically. More interesting still is how the musical conversa-
tion turns dialectical, as Ms. Celenza describes in fine detail,
with Ellington’s own version of “Rhapsody in Blue,” a jazz
re-edit of the jazz-influenced Gershwin. “It’s Ellington’s way
of telling us that there is no definitive American sound. Like
the nation itself, the American sound is always in flux.”

Ms. Celenza summons strong examples of music that
advanced political change in the histories of the antilynching
protest song “Strange Fruit,” written by Abel Meeropol and
made famous by Billie Holiday, who first recorded it in 1939,
and Nina Simone’s incandescently angry “Mississippi God-
dam,” written in the wake of the 1963 bombing of the 16th
Street Baptist Church in Birmingham, Ala., killing four young
black girls. The stories of both songs testify powerfully to Ms.
Celenza’s argument that music can deliver political effects.
But a late chapter on Paul Simon’s “Graceland” suggests an
alternate lesson about how music can achieve social conse-
quences without issuing a protest or giving way to legislation.

After coming across a cassette of township jive from
South Africa in 1984, Mr. Simon sought out its musicians,
sidestepping a United Nations boycott that might have kept
him from meeting Ladysmith Black Mambazo and many
other collaborators. While the boycott collected celebrity
endorsements, Mr. Simon quietly made music and forged
human connections. At the end of their first meeting, Joseph
Shabalala of Ladysmith Black Mambazo physically embraced
Mr. Simon, saying later, “that was my first time to hug a
white man.” And the boycott-busting “Graceland,” released
in 1986, went on to become a musical highlight of our times.

Mr. Skinner is the Journal’s deputy editorial features editor.

Music in the U.S. has flowed from political
upheaval and produced social change, but
not always in the ways we might expect.

“Mea culpa”
translates to
“through my
fault” or “my
mistake.” I
much prefer
the modern
apology “my
bad.” We’ve
had a run of
mea culpas
lately. It’s

about time.
Anthropic founder Dario

Amodei said last year,
“There’s a 25% chance that
things go really, really badly”
with artificial intelligence. In
2023 he worried about human
extinction. But with trillion-
dollar-valued initial public of-
ferings in the air, he and Ope-
nAI CEO Sam Altman have
sharply pivoted to AI opti-
mism. Last week Mr. Amodei
tweeted, “I think it will actu-
ally be possible to cure most
human disease in ~5-10 years.”
Cure us before it kills us, I
guess. On the pending job
apocalypse, Mr. Altman said,
“I’m delighted to be wrong
about that.” OK.

Once-hot money manager
Leopold Aschenbrenner, 25, of
Situational Awareness, wrote
a letter to investors in July af-
ter his fund dropped 67%, ad-
mitting, “We let you down
this month.” Ya think? The
fund was up 400%-plus for the
year, running $45 billion, and
owned every momentum name
in the AI space, memory, en-
ergy, neoclouds. But, and it’s a
big but, he used debt to boost
returns, to the tune of 4 times
leverage. Yowza.

The Summer of ‘My Bad’
His problem—rookie mis-

take—was being unaware that
he had become the market.
Everything he bought went
up, so he bought more. If he
had stopped buying or sold,
he would have seen the selloff
before others. Public filings,
13Fs of his positions, allowed
others to view his precarious
situation. As his stocks
started selling off, margin
calls came flooding in, and
Citadel and Ken Griffin took
his lunch money. I’ve always
said equity hurts, leverage
kills. His bad.

Treasury Secretary Scott
Bessent announced plans to
increase buying of U.S. long
bonds starting Sept. 9 to keep
a lid on yields. He also touts
America First but recently has
intervened along with Japan
to support the yen. Why? A
mistake? Will it work? The
Japanese 10-year government
bond yield is now 2.9%, up
from 1.6% a year ago.

The problem is that years
of lower Japanese interest
rates have fueled the yen-
carry trade: borrow cheap in
yen and invest elsewhere in
the world. It’s one of the rea-
sons U.S. stocks keep hitting
new highs and hedge funds
can lever up on the cheap. In
2023 Deutsche Bank thought
there was $20 trillion in yen-
carry trades outstanding. It’s
surely higher now. That’s a lot
of hot air. Best not let that de-
flate too quickly, try to keep
the yen-carry and stock mar-
ket party going until after No-
vember elections, keep control
of Congress and avoid your

boss’s impeachment. Clue:
Boosted bond buybacks end
Nov. 4. After these interven-
tions stop, watch out.

In what should be a mea
culpa for Democrats, but sadly
won’t be, Rahm Emanuel
summed up today’s collectiv-
ist fervor: “We’re the only
country where you have to be
rich enough to be a socialist.”

San Francisco car break-ins
dropped from 22,700 in 2022
to 1,764 so far in 2026. In addi-
tion to more surveillance, in-
cluding Flock automated li-
cense-plate readers, state Sen.
Scott Wiener notes, “We
changed state law by removing
a massive loophole that re-
quired prosecutors to prove all
car doors were locked, even if
evidence of a break-in was
clear.” A huge “my bad.”

This newspaper recently
detailed Stellantis’s bringing
back Hemi V-8 engines for its
Ram trucks because custom-
ers demanded it. The turbo
in-line six-cylinder engine
was fine and all but, one cus-
tomer complained, “it
sounded like you were driving
a Honda.” Mea, meet culpa.
Similarly, a clever headline
from last December: “Ford
pulls the plug on the all-elec-
tric F-150 Lightning pickup

truck.” It’s like bringing back
old Coke after new Coke
bombed. Duh! Why does man-
agement always forget the
No. 1 creed of business: De-
light your customers?

Elon Musk, best known for
disdaining fossil fuels and
selling close to 10 million
electric vehicles, is actively
advocating natural-gas tur-
bines for data centers and
chip factories. Pragmatic
beats stubborn.

In May, the American Bar
Association eliminated its
rule that requires law schools
to “demonstrate by concrete
action a commitment to di-
versity” in recruitment, ad-
missions and student
programming. That’s overdue.
And medical-school admis-
sions? Not so much. In July,
the Education Department
(yes, it’s still around)
launched investigations into
five medical schools for racial
discrimination.

And in the best mea culpa
of the era, Rep. Alexandria Oc-
asio-Cortez told ABC that
“Woke 1 was crazy.” Yeah,
whatever. Despite being the
worst offender, thanks for
evolving. Enjoy your master
bedroom. As a basher and tar-
get of the tokey-wokey, I want
to note that she has the nu-
merology wrong. From hence-
forth, it shall be known as
Woke Zero: addictive, artifi-
cial sweetener-stuffed, anxi-
ety-inducing absurdity (preg-
nant men?) that leaves you
empty and rots your brains.
Your bad.

Write to kessler@wsj.com.

We’ve seen a string
of high-profile mea
culpas the past few
months. About time.

INSIDE
VIEW
By Andy
Kessler

Secretary of
State Marco
Rubio is
ratcheting up
U.S. pressure
on the top
echelon of the
Cuban mili-
tary dictator-
ship like
never before.
But what hap-

pens on the island if he is suc-
cessful in getting the commu-
nist bigwigs to leave power?
It isn’t too soon to think
about that question.

Some of the resistance to
the U.S. pressure campaign is
rooted in the worry that with
nothing to take the place of
the 67-year-old regime, Cuba
will descend into a mix of
chaos and crony capitalism.
When that happens, the U.S.,
having spearheaded the col-
lapse of Castroism, will be re-
sponsible for the cleanup. If
there’s anything Washington
doesn’t need, it’s another ad-
venture in nation-building.

The regime may be betting
there is enough American fear
of such an outcome that the
Rubio effort will wilt. Yet fail-
ure after the fall of the police
state isn’t inevitable, and the
clearer that is to Havana, the
better.

There’s plenty of financial
and human capital that
would invest in Cuba if given
a secure property-rights re-
gime and political stability.
The challenge is getting
there using a mix of U.S.
emergency initiatives, pri-
vate-sector resources from
outside the island and Cuban
elbow grease. This may seem

What a Cuban Transition Might Look Like
quixotic to most Americans.
But not to Cubans, at home
and abroad, who have long
believed that freedom on the
island is possible.

Rafael Romeu, president of
the Association for the Study
of the Cuban Economy, came
to the U.S as a child in 1980.
He’s one of many in the exile
cohort who have been noo-
dling about the best way to
stabilize a newly liberated
Cuba, create the foundations
for a free and just society, and
set the nation on the way to
fast growth.

Cuba is suffering extreme
economic hardship. Foreign
subsidies have dried up, a cor-
rupt military cabal steals gov-
ernment revenue, the electri-
cal grid has collapsed, tourists
have vanished, and the popu-
lation is shrinking. The U.S.
offers to help, but conditions
aid on political change. Ha-
vana has no reason to budge.
The Cuban people are suffer-
ing, but the elite still live lives
of privilege.

The Rubio strategy to
break this stalemate is to hit
powerful and strategically im-
portant individuals with eco-
nomic sanctions alongside
more-traditional efforts to
constrain financially state-
owned enterprises connected
to the military. The U.S. has
also been revoking the visas
and residency cards of Ha-
vana insiders and their family
members.

What if a negotiated exit
looks better to dictator Miguel
Díaz-Canel and to his accom-
plices than hanging around
the Caribbean backwater, de-
prived of access to numbered

bank accounts, increasingly
isolated and hated by the na-
tion? Retirement in Moscow,
Ankara or Managua may gain
appeal.

Mr. Rubio is a man on a
mission, and he’s unlikely to
let up. “What we’re trying to
teach them is there are no es-
cape valves,” he told Axios
earlier this month. Yet the re-
gime seems to think it can
wait him out, and it may cling
to that hope as long as there
is no viable day-after plan.

Mr. Romeu acknowledges
the complexity of the chal-
lenge. But in an “ideas fo-
rum” at the American Mu-
seum of the Cuban Diaspora
in July he sketched out some
basics for what he calls “Cuba
Day Zero: Stabilization, Re-
construction and the Path to
Investment.”

The Washington-based en-
trepreneur doesn’t envision a
transition free of U.S. support.
Cuba will need American help
to pay civil servants, police
and doctors and avoid the col-
lapse of public security, some-
times known as de-Baathifica-
tion after the experience in
Iraq. It will need fuel, food
and help in reforming state
institutions. But he empha-
sizes that “Cuba’s reconstruc-
tion must be funded by pri-
vate-sector investment and

Cuban diaspora capital—in-
side a disciplined, legally en-
forceable framework from Day
One.”

Cuba’s highly centralized le-
gal system will work to the ad-
vantage of new leadership.
“New decrees can rewrite the
economic rulebook in days, not
years,” Mr. Romeu observes.
Lifting sanctions and restric-
tions on international banking
might be a political challenge
in Congress, but it wouldn’t be
technically difficult.

A capital-hungry transi-
tional government, which
could be a five-member board
of Cubans, Cuban-Americans
and a trusted U.S. official, will
need to be able to provide “le-
gal certainty” to investors. Mr.
Romeu recommends a process
that will screen property for
its beneficial owner to avoid
conflicts of interest and self-
dealing by members of the
military conglomerate known
as GAESA. It will be important
to ensure that investors aren’t
“military insiders or sanc-
tioned parties.”

A free Cuba will want to
keep vultures from snatching
up property at fire-sale prices.
See Russia, post-Soviet col-
lapse. Better, he says, to grant
concessions and form public-
private partnerships while
markets discover the true
value of assets. Funds need to
be reserved for certified
claims before any concession
is awarded.

Tighter sanctions on cor-
rupt Cuban insiders could
speed their exit. But so too
could a credible plan for the
morning after.

Write to O’Grady@wsj.com.

U.S. help and capital
from the diaspora can
rebuild the country if
the communists fall.

AMERICAS
By Mary
Anastasia
O’Grady
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Head Start’s Future Shouldn’t Ignore Its Past
Regarding your editorial “A Welcome

Restart for Head Start” (Aug. 11): Wash-
ington shouldn’t tell every community
exactly how to serve its children. A fed-
eral requirement that consumes a
teacher’s time without improving a
child’s day should have to justify itself.

I agree with the goal of your edito-
rial and disagree with the verdict.
These are different arguments: which
federal requirements earn their keep
and whether Head Start itself is worth
saving. The first debate is overdue. The
second isn’t supported by the evidence.

Head Start is a national network
with local control. Every program tai-
lors its services to its community,
guided by parents who have real au-
thority over how federal dollars are
spent. Requirements have accumu-
lated, and not all still earn their place.
Head Start should keep revising how
it operates. But that conversation
should rest on the complete record.

Decades of studies have found that
Head Start raises high-school comple-
tion and college enrollment and im-
proved earnings in adulthood. Children
who attend Head Start are more likely
to graduate and secure stable employ-

ment and less likely to enter foster care.
Not every study is glowing. Some

find large benefits, some modest ones.
That is what a real evidence base
looks like. Your editorial also points to
the “fadeout” finding from the Head
Start Impact Study: early test-score
gains diminished by elementary
school. That’s true but routinely mis-
understood. That study often com-
pared Head Start children with those
in other preschool programs, not chil-
dren receiving no early education.

Third grade isn’t the finish line. A
test score at 8-years-old isn’t a verdict
on life at 18. A child whose hearing loss
is caught at 4 does not need speech
therapy at 8. A parent with reliable
child care can finish a credential or
hold a shift. Those are outcomes, too.

We should review the standards
and change what doesn’t work. But
we must do it with the whole record
in front of us—and with a picture of
the child on the other end of every
requirement.

YASMINA VINCI
Executive director, National Head

Start Association
Alexandra, Va.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

“If you feel inclined to tell me
what a great job I’m doing,

I’ll be in my office.”

THEWALL STREET JOURNAL

The Dumbest Trade War Revisited

P resident Trump took exception last year
when we called his tariffs against Can-
ada andMexico the dumbest trade war

in history. It got dumber this
weekend as Mr. Trump esca-
lated with another round of
border taxes on Canadian im-
ports, a mere 10 weeks before
midterm elections.

Mr. Trump issued his latest
tariff threat against Canada
last month under Section 338
of the 1930 Tariff Act. The law lets the President
impose tariffs up to 50% on countries that dis-
criminate against “commerce of the United
States, directly or indirectly” in relation to for-
eign countries. No previous President has used
this power.

Mr. Trump set a deadline of midnight on Fri-
day for Canada to reach a deal to avert 50% tar-
iffs on $20 billion of goods. The countries were
close to an agreement until, poof, the cease-fire
blew up at the last minute with each side blam-
ing the other.

The result: Mr. Trump’s threatened tariffs
took effect Saturday morning. Canadian Prime
Minister Mark Carney threatened to retaliate
dollar-for-dollar starting Sept. 8. Both sides
could still walk back from the ledge, thoughMr.
Trump’s escalation could make this harder for
Mr. Carney politically since Canadians don’t like
being bullied by Washington.

To justify his new tariffs, Mr. Trump said
Canada discriminated against the U.S. by retali-
ating against his national-security tariffs on au-
tos. He also claimed that Canadian provinces
had restricted sales of U.S. alcoholic beverages
in response to his “emergency” tariffs last year.
Yet U.S. distillers beggedMr. Trump to hold off
on his Section 338 tariffs. They know the longer
Canada locks out American booze, the tougher
it will be to regain market share.

The President also cited longstanding griev-
ances over how Canada treats U.S. dairy. Press
reports say the Trump team raised other issues
during recent negotiations, including Canada’s
treatment of U.S. tech companies and digital
taxes. Most of these issues could have been ad-

dressed as part of a renegotiation of the U.S.-
Mexico-Canada Agreement.

But Mr. Trump doesn’t want to update the
deal. He wants to rewrite it
unilaterally. As Mr. Carney
noted Saturday, the President
has contrived an array of pre-
texts—from fentanyl traffick-
ing to trade deficits—to blud-
geon Canada with tariffs.

Mr. Trump’s complaint
about the U.S. trade deficit

with Canada is particularly ironic since the lat-
ter owes entirely to imports of heavy crude oil
that is especially well-suited for U.S. refineries.
Exclude Canadian oil, and the U.S. would have
a trade surplus. But U.S. refineries would also
operate at lower capacity.

In any event, last week the two sides were
close to an agreement that would reduce the
U.S. auto tariffs on Canada to 15% (the same rate
as South Korea and Japan) from 25%, and on
steel and aluminum to 25% from 50%. These tar-
iff reductions would help U.S. manufacturers,
which have integrated cross-border supply
chains.

Prices for steel and aluminummill products
have surged 22.5% and 40.5%, respectively, over
the past year. General Motors last month pro-
jected a $2.5 billion to $3.5 billion hit this year
from tariffs. U.S. automakers have been lobby-
ing the Administration to reach a truce with
Canada.

Mr. Carney said Saturday that a major rea-
son the deal blew up is that the Trump team re-
fused to ease tariffs on heavy andmedium duty
trucks, including those made at Ford’s plant in
Ontario. Why is Mr. Trump punishing Ford,
America’s largest auto producer?

Mr. Trump’s latest round of border taxes will
hit an array of consumer goods, construction
materials andmanufacturing components. Re-
publicans are already getting pounded on the
campaign trail over his tariffs and inflation. One
reason for Mr. Trump’s frigid approval rating
is that voters believeMr. Trump is waging blun-
derbuss wars without a strategy, and on trade
they’re right.

Escalating a tariff
brawl with Canada
makes no economic
or political sense.

A Teachers Union Sues Its Critics

The Chicago Teachers Union is deeply un-
popular, but rather than engage in soul-
searching, it has taken a page from Don-

ald Trump and filed a
defamation lawsuit. Last week
the CTU sued the conservative
Illinois Policy Institute, the
think tank’s ChicagoPolicyCen-
ter executive director Austin
Berg, and the Liberty Justice
Center, alleging a “smear campaign designed to
inflict maximum reputational harm.”

The lawsuit, filed in Cook County Circuit
Court, argues the defendants had a strategy of
“falsely accusing CTU of ‘cooking the books,’”
and other misconduct, so as to “weaken CTU
in the eyes of its members, Chicago students
and their families, voters, and the broader com-
munity.” Those criticisms, and the use by the
Illinois Policy Institute andMr. Berg of the word
“toxic” to describe CTU, show intent to harm
the union, the suit argues.

According to CTU, its approval among Chi-
cago residents has fallen “from 70% to 28%.”
That first figure looks high, since a public poll
in early 2023 shows 44%. In any case, much of
CTU’s legal complaint concerns criticism of its
years of delayed financial audits. CTU bylaws
say the unionmust annually “furnish an audited
report” that “shall be printed in the Union’s pub-
lication.” The Liberty Justice Center and four
CTUmembers sued in 2024, asking to force the
union to comply. The audits have since been pro-
duced, and that suit is still pending.

In CTU’s telling, the “finalization” of the au-
dits was “delayed for innocuous reasons,” in-
cluding Covid and staff turnover. The Liberty
Justice Centerwas aware of its explanation, CTU
says, since it came up in the previous case. Yet
the defendants kept criticizing the union, saying

it needed to “come clean” and tweeting a mock
picture of a cookbook entitled “Cooking the
Books.”

Defamation claims can be a
way to stifle critics, so many
states have tried to curb abuse
by passing anti-SLAPP laws
(to stop Strategic Lawsuits
Against Public Participation).
Illinois’s statute was recently

amended to give greater protection to speakers.
The CTU is a public union and a legitimate de-
bate topic, so the Supreme Court’s landmark
decision in New York Times v. Sullivan (1964)
also comes into play.

That ruling requires public figures claiming
defamation to prove speakers had “actual mal-
ice,” meaning they knew the statements were
false or else acted with reckless disregard for
the truth. CTU is alleging this, but it’s a high
bar. Does the union think as soon as it gave an
excuse for the audits, critics were legally re-
quired to take it at face value and barred from
suggesting deeper union failures?

If the CTU is worried about its unpopularity,
a better approach would be to reflect on why
so many Chicagoans have concluded the union
puts its own goals ahead of improving schools
for the city’s children. It might have something
to do with the fact that only about a quarter of
fourth grade and eighth grade students are pro-
ficient in reading and math.

“The First Amendmentworks bothways,” Lib-
erty Justice Center Chairman SaraAlbrecht says.
“CTU cannot demand the freedom to attack its
critics while asking a court to punish those who
scrutinize its leadership, finances and conduct.”
Chicago families now have one more reason to
wonder why they must be political hostages to
a union that puts children last.

It accuses a think tank
of defamation. Yeah,
that will help the kids.

Now California Is Coming for Your Tires

C alifornia’s climate obsessives never tire,
and now we mean literally. Last week
Gov. Gavin Newsom’s energy regulators

rolled out costly new regula-
tions for automobile tires to
reduce CO2 emissions.

The California Energy Com-
mission moved to impose so-
called rolling resistance stan-
dards on tires that they say
will improve fuel economy. “This ultimately is
about protecting consumers,” said chairmanDa-
vid Hochschild. What would Californians do
without progressive regulators to protect them
by restricting choices?

Environmentalists complain that most tires
people buy at auto shops have a higher drag
than those that comewith new vehicles. That’s
because auto makers equip new models with
ultra-low drag tires to meet fuel economy and
emission standards in labs. But these tires are
more expensive and come with real-world
trade-offs.

They tend towear out faster, so they have to
be replacedmore often. They also have less trac-
tion, which canmake driving in wet conditions
more perilous. Such safety considerations are
particularlyweighty for SUVs and trucks, which
have longer stopping distances and can cause
more damage during collisions.

Mr. Newsom’s regulators brushed past these
concerns andordered some70%of tires currently
sold in the stateoff themarketby2033.Tireman-

ufacturers say models that
meet the new standards cost
hundreds of dollars more per
set, farmore than the commis-
sion’s estimate andany savings
consumers would derive from
improved fuel economy.

California regulators notoriously low-ball the
economic costs and exaggerate the benefits of
their endless rules. They continue to insist the
state’s green-energymandates savemoney for
consumers, though California’s electricity rates
are more than double those in neighboring
states. State energy efficiency requirements
don’t offset the higher rates.

The rising costs of the state’s climate regula-
tions explainwhymanyCalifornians are souring
on them. A recent survey by the Public Policy In-
stitute of California found that 32% supportMr.
Newsom’s ban on new gas-powered cars by
2035, down from49% in 2021. Only 38% say they
arewilling to paymore for renewable electricity
versus 56% in 2016.

AsMr. Newsomprepares to run for President,
Americanswill have to decide if theywant their
future to be as costly as the Governor’s regula-
tors have made it in California.

A new Newsom rule
orders 70% of today’s
car tires off the market.

REVIEW & OUTLOOK

OPINION

The Syria Disaster Washington Helped Create
President Clinton’s 1994 meeting

with Syrian President Hafez al-Assad
in Damascus served to legitimize the
country’s nuclear ambitions and its
sponsorship of terrorism (“Ending
the Syrian Nuclear Saga” Review &
Outlook, Aug. 20).

Assad used Mr. Clinton’s visit to
increase his brutal repression of Syr-
ians. Mr. Clinton’s decision to visit
Syria, with the approval of Secretary
of State Warren Christopher, was
one of his many poor decisions that
damaged U.S. foreign relations in
the Middle East, jeopardized the se-
curity of Israel, and threatened the
lives of Americans in the region.

The U.S. lacked the will to pre-
vent North Korea’s Kim Jong Un

from building Syria’s al-Kibar nu-
clear reactor. Israel destroyed it in
2007.

The failures of the Clinton and
Bush administrations in Syria re-
sulted in the deaths of millions of
Syrians. A Syrian court recently
gave a death sentence to former
President Bashar al-Assad, exiled in
Russia.

President Trump is facing no less
dangerous times in the Middle East
than his predecessors, but he is on a
better diplomatic path. Mr. Trump is
right to seek better relations and
nuclear nonproliferation with Syrian
President Ahmed al-Sharaa.

JAMES PATTERSON
Washington

The Wall Between Doctors and Dentists Falls
Regarding “Your Mouth Could

Hold Secrets to Longer Life” (Per-
sonal Journal, Aug. 13), science al-
ready has begun to move federal pol-
icy, further than most readers, and
many clinicians, realize.

In recent years, Medicare codified
and expanded payment for medically
necessary dental services that are
“inextricably linked” to covered med-
ical care, including examinations and
treatment to eliminate infection be-
fore organ transplants and cardiac-
valve procedures, before and during
certain cancer therapies, and for kid-
ney-failure patients receiving dialy-

sis. Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Services also established hospital
payment for dental surgery in the
operating room for patients who
cannot be treated safely in a dental
chair, and it created an annual public
process for adding new clinical sce-
narios as the evidence accumulates.
These policies rest on precisely the
research the article summarizes: Un-
treated oral infection can jeopardize
a transplant, a heart valve, a course
of chemotherapy.

What the policy doesn’t reach is
the routine, preventive care that
might keep infection from threaten-
ing those treatments in the first
place. Dr. Frank Scannapieco’s pneu-
monia findings suggest what that
gap costs, in health and in dollars.
Every year of new evidence on diabe-
tes, pneumonia and stroke strength-
ens the case for the next increment.

The wall between medicine and
dentistry was built by history, not bi-
ology. In Medicare, it is coming down
brick by brick.

ERIC BERGER
Executive Director

Consortium for Medically Necessary
Oral Health Coverage

Washington

Pepper ...
And Salt

A Law for Zohran Mamdani
Regarding Richard B. McKenzie’s

“It’s Hard to Tax Things That Move”
(op-ed, Aug. 20): It is worth recalling
former Citigroup Chairman Walter
Wriston’s elegant framing of the phe-
nomena, now called “Wriston’s Law”:
“Capital will always go where it’s wel-
come and stay where it’s well treated.
Capital is not just money. It’s also tal-
ent and ideas. They, too, will go where
they’re welcome and stay where they
are well treated.” Zohran Mamdani
and others seeking to “tax the rich”
should keep Wriston’s Law on their
desks and smartphones so they have a
daily reminder.

ROBERT C. ATKINSON
Sparta, N.J.

Money Makes the World Sing
Regarding Gregg Opelka’s op-ed “No

One Got Rich Singing About Money”
(Aug. 19): In “Santa Baby,” the late
Eartha Kitt directly challenges Mr.
Opelka’s premise. She asks Santa for a
sable, a convertible, a yacht, a platinum
mine, a duplex and a ring. Money and
luxury are hardly incidental to the song.

Then there is “Money (That’s What
I Want),” performed by the Flying Liz-
ards in 1979, with Deborah Evans-
Stickland on lead vocals. Money is
what she wants. The song became a
hit in Britain.

Perhaps, then, people really do like
singing about money—and listening
to it.

DAVID TULANIAN
Henderson, Nev.

Mr. Opelka makes a glaring omis-
sion: “If I Had a Million Dollars” by
Toronto’s Barenaked Ladies was a
big hit. Perhaps music royalties will
soon also be subject to President
Trump’s tariffs and to a Canadian
band a million dollars isn’t what it
used to be.

ROBERT HEINRICHS
Calgary, Alberta

Letters intended for publication should
be emailed to wsj.ltrs@wsj.com. Please
include your city, state and telephone
number. All letters are subject to
editing, and unpublished letters cannot
be acknowledged.

The Pension Bill Comes Due
Sara Albrecht makes some great

points about how the American Feder-
ation of Teachers appears to be
choosing to value political pressure
over the financial interests of its
members (“AFT Target Funds Teach-
ers’ Retirement” op-ed, Aug 20). But
since most teacher retirement plans
are defined benefit plans, the bottom
line is that when the plan assets fail
to deliver promised returns, the tax-
payers will be on the hook for the ad-
ditional costs to fund the benefits that
have been promised to the teachers.
One need only look at the current un-
derfunding of public pension plans in
California to see how this plays out.

PAUL LUCE
Pleasanton, Calif.
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U kraine’s independence
day is Aug. 24, marking
the 35th anniversary of
the restoration of its in-
dependence. In those 35

years, Ukraine has undergone an ex-
traordinary transformation from a
fragment of the Soviet empire into
a nation that is a global symbol of
the struggle for freedom and a cor-
nerstone of Euro-Atlantic security.

While this anniversary is signif-
icant to Ukraine, it is part of a
much larger story of how the
global order has changed over the
past 3½ decades.

We have traveled from the eu-
phoria that followed the collapse
of Soviet totalitarianism—which
many believed to be the final
prison of nations—to the horror of
Russia’s revanchism against
Ukraine and attempt to overturn
the international order.

We have traveled from the com-
placent conviction that the liberal
international order had triumphed
and that we had seen “the end of
history” to the painful realization
that authoritarianism retained its
power over nations.

We have traveled from the illu-
sion that humanity had left global
wars behind forever to the stark
prospect of a third world war that

Ukraine Celebrates Independence Day
could span continents and have dev-
astating global consequences.

We believed that the defining
metaphor of the new era would be
the fall of the Berlin Wall. In reality,
the defining metaphor of this new
era is the inspirational, determined
and innovative defense of Ukraine’s
freedom in the face of unprovoked
aggression—and, indirectly,
Ukraine’s defense of Europe and the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization
as well.

Ukraine has shown the world
what a nation is capable of when it
refuses to submit to a murderous
foreign regime and is prepared to
fight for its freedom and its exis-
tence as an independent country.

Modern Ukraine’s reaching and
maintaining independence ranks
among the greatest achievements of
modern history, alongside the 250th
anniversary of American indepen-
dence, the establishment of the Eu-
ropean Union, the reunification of
Germany and the enlargement of a
united Europe.

The 35 years of modern Ukraine’s
independence haven’t been without
internal challenges, including cor-
ruption, dysfunction and various in-
stitutional pathologies the nation
inherited from the Soviet system.
Nonetheless, the country has re-
peatedly sought to address its
shortcomings. However difficult and
imperfect at times, those 35 years
embody the hope that nations can
achieve independence and justice.
They demonstrate that, together,
freedom-loving nations are capable
of defending a civilized interna-
tional order.

Ukraine’s experience also reveals
hard truths that Western political
leaders and societies are forced to
face. First, we must abandon the il-

lusion that Russia’s war against
Ukraine is taking place somewhere
far away, beyond the boundaries of
Europe and the NATO alliance. Al-
though Ukraine is on the front lines,
this is ultimately a war against Eu-
rope and NATO, fought on European
soil.

We must also abandon the illu-
sion that this war can be brought to
a sudden end or that peace will ar-
rive quickly. The only genuine path
to peace lies in Ukraine’s victory
and in the maximum political, de-
fense and societal mobilization of a
united Europe and a united trans-
Atlantic alliance. Mobilization must
convince the aggressor that Ukraine
will never surrender and that it is
prepared to use force against any
assault on our collective security,
that of Ukraine and NATO.

We must abandon the illusion
that Russia can alter its aggressive
historical trajectory without ac-
countability and atonement for its

crimes. Western leaders often act
as though totalitarian regimes will
embrace peaceful coexistence in
response to Western concessions
and passivity, but that will never
happen.

A democratic victory would re-
quire several ingredients: uncondi-
tional support of Ukraine; clear
paths to Ukraine’s membership in
NATO and the EU; burden-sharing
between the U.S. and its European
allies inside NATO; institutional
reform of the EU to prevent Rus-
sia, China and their proxies or
sympathizers from paralyzing Eu-
ropean freedom; and resistance to
the enemy’s cognitive warfare
(such as disinformation cam-
paigns) whose purpose is to divide
us, awaken dormant fears and local
selfishness, and distract us with
internal conflicts.

Ukraine didn’t begin this war.
Our common enemy began it
against Ukraine after the West had

convinced itself that the age of au-
thoritarianism was over. The begin-
ning of physical aggression in 2014
should have broken that hope.

Yesterday’s methods can’t win
today’s war. The war can be won
only through the creativity, resil-
ience and imagination that Ukraine
is demonstrating daily through its
defense innovation, engineering ge-
nius, societal resilience and perse-
verance—all enabled by support
from European and NATO partners.

Thirty-five years of Ukrainian in-
dependence constitutes a great vic-
tory, especially given the battles of
the past 12 years. Behind modern
Ukraine stands more than 1,000
years of history—a legacy no less
remarkable than Ukraine’s present-
day triumphs in the struggle
against a ruthless aggressor.

Ukraine’s fight against Russian
assault isn’t an isolated regional
conflict but a crucial defense of the
Western democratic order. Allies’
support for Ukraine is essential, but
in an era of authoritarian aggres-
sion, the West must do more than
provide weapons and aid. It must
learn to be as determined and in-
ventive as Ukraine. These lessons
are vital to a free Kyiv and the sur-
vival of the Ukrainian nation.

Mr. Yatsenyuk served as
Ukraine’s prime minister, 2014-16,
and is chairman of the Kyiv Security
Forum and the Open Ukraine Foun-
dation. Mr. Petraeus, a retired U.S.
Army general, commanded the
surge in Iraq, U.S. Central Com-
mand and coalition forces in Af-
ghanistan and served as director of
the Central Intelligence Agency,
2011-12. He is a co-author of “Con-
flict: The Evolution of Warfare from
1945 to Gaza.”

By Arseniy Yatsenyuk
And David Petraeus
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Thirty-five years ago, a
nation was reborn. Today
it symbolizes freedom and
resistance to aggression.

Kyiv’s Mother of the Motherland monument on July 4, 2026.
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An Antisemitism Task Force Whistleblower Refutes Herself

A whistleblower last week ac-
cused the Trump administra-
tion’s antisemitism task force

of rigging its civil-rights enforce-
ment. But the disclosure, which Ha-
ley Van Erem filed with Congress,
refutes itself repeatedly. Lawyers for
Ms. Van Erem—a former Justice De-
partment attorney who was tempo-
rarily reassigned in 2025 to the De-
partment of Health and Human
Services for Title VI investigations
of Brown, Columbia, Cornell and
Harvard—allege in the report that
“the outcomes of the investigations
were predetermined, without regard
to the evidence.” The report spends
its 28 pages documenting instances
in which the task force regarded,
not disregarded, evidence.

With Columbia, Ms. Van Erem ob-
jected that draft findings implicated
protected speech. In her own telling,
the HHS general counsel’s office then
“provided extensive comments iden-

tifying legal issues,” and “some of the
findings . . . about protected speech
were removed.” When she flagged
First Amendment problems with cur-
riculum monitors proposed for Har-
vard, the acting general counsel “ac-
knowledged the validity of this issue”
and offered a rework. Legal review
that catches and corrects constitu-
tional defects is the opposite of an
executive indifferent to law.

Then there’s Brown, the disclo-
sure’s centerpiece. Ms. Van Erem’s
team found the university responded
promptly to the two incidents it iden-
tified. Task force leadership, the sup-
posed authors of predetermined out-
comes, agreed, and a supervisor told
the team it “had done a good job con-
vincing the front office that they
should move on from Brown.” The re-
sult, as per Ms. Van Erem’s disclo-
sure: a July 2025 agreement with “no
admission or finding of wrongdoing
and . . . no fine or payment to the
federal government.”

The university agreed to pay $50

million over 10 years to Rhode Island
workforce-development organiza-
tions, but this was far less than other
schools’ penalties and was justified,
among other things, by the agree-
ment’s breadth. It closed various re-
views and matters unrelated to anti-
semitism. These outcomes weren’t
predetermined but calibrated to evi-
dence. The school with the cleanest
record got the mildest outcome.

Ms. Van Erem’s legal theory fares
no better. The disclosure quotes Title
VI: No funding may be terminated
“until the department or agency . . .
has determined that compliance can-
not be secured by voluntary means.”
Voluntary resolution—such as the
settlements reached with Brown, Co-
lumbia and Cornell—isn’t a corrup-
tion of the law; it is the statute’s
stated preference. Yet she presents
leadership’s pursuit of “some form of
settlement or resolution” in Brown’s
case in particular as a scandal.

Ms. Van Erem measures the task
force against “longstanding investi-
gative practices designed to ensure
due process, accuracy and legal com-
pliance.” Those practices weren’t, as
Ms. Van Erem’s disclosure portrays
them, the good old days. It was a pat-
tern of the executive failing to help
students as Congress intended.

In the six decades before 2025, no
college or university ever lost federal
funding under Title VI for failing to
protect its students from harassment.
The U.S. Civil Rights Commission, in
a 1974 review, counted hundreds of
discrimination complaints filed in the
early ’70s alone and found that every
agency the commission examined had
failed to cut off federal funds when
that was the appropriate remedy. To-
day, the Education Department’s list
of investigations into discrimination
involving shared ancestry covers
more than 70 institutions of higher

education. There has been one fed-
eral funding termination, unrelated
to harassment: the cutoff of veterans’
benefits to Bob Jones University in
the 1970s over the school’s refusal to
admit black students.

Ms. Van Erem’s one fair point re-
gards Harvard. Last September a fed-
eral district court said that the 2025
funding freezes and terminations ran
ahead of Title VI’s procedures and vi-
olated the First Amendment. But the
fact that Harvard has prevailed thus
far, with the government’s appeal
pending in the First U.S. Circuit

Court of Appeals, proves the resil-
iency and justice of our system. A
university that can fight the federal
government to a standstill isn’t the
hostage this disclosure describes. Co-
lumbia had the same courthouse
available but a worse record, and
chose instead to reform. Institutions
with billions in endowment don’t
sign baseless settlements.

The ruling that occasioned this
disclosure’s release deserves the
closest reading. On Aug. 13, Judge
Richard Stearns dismissed the gov-
ernment’s separate Title VI suit
against Harvard, and Ms. Van Erem
drapes herself in that decision. Here
is what she omits: Two years earlier,
in Kestenbaum v. Harvard, a private
suit by Jewish students, the same
judge refused to dismiss their delib-
erate-indifference claim against the
school, writing that “the facts as pled
show that Harvard failed its Jewish

students,” that Harvard’s response to
antisemitism was “at best, indecisive,
vacillating, and at times internally
contradictory,” that “in many in-
stances, Harvard did not respond at
all,” and that those facts “plausibly
establish that Harvard’s response
failed Title VI’s commands.”

The August dismissal retracted
none of that. “Without diminishing
any concern arising from these oc-
currences,” Judge Stearns wrote, he
held only that the government’s com-
plaint, built on incidents from the
2023-24 academic year, didn’t plausi-
bly allege noncompliance continuing
after Harvard received statutory no-
tice in June 2025 (an ongoing-viola-
tion requirement that itself appears
nowhere in the statute), and he
stressed that the decision was “lim-
ited to the specific circumstances
presented here.”

Ms. Van Erem left the government
in 2025 and filed 14 months later,
days after a court ruling gave her a
headline. Within a day, the ranking
Democrat on the House Judiciary
Committee was telling the head of
the Justice Department’s Civil Rights
Division that its investigation into
antisemitism was “fake, a prebaked
frame-up operation.” Congress
should read this disclosure anyway,
every page, and then request docu-
ments it doesn’t collect: every Title
VI complaint Jewish students filed
before 2025, and the dates on which
anyone answered. Sixty years of en-
forcement history predicts what
those documents will show: neglect.
The process Ms. Van Erem mourns is
the one that never worked.

Mr. Goldfeder is CEO of the Na-
tional Jewish Advocacy Center and a
law professor at Touro Law School,
where he directs the Antisemitism
Law Clinic.

By Mark Goldfeder

Administration lawyers
didn’t disregard evidence,
and the proof is in Haley
Van Erem’s disclosure.
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AOC’s Craaazy Economic Theory Lives On
Remember modern
monetary theory?
This was the
craaaazy economic
view that Rep. Alex-
andria Ocasio-Cor-
tez helped popular-
ize during Woke 1.
It held that the U.S.
needn’t worry
about deficits be-
cause the govern-

ment could print money. Politicians
could spend with abandon, and if in-
flation rose, Congress could subdue it
by raising taxes.

Stephanie Kelton, an economist
who provided the intellectual impri-
matur for modern monetary theory,
thanked Ms. Ocasio-Cortez for bring-
ing this radical idea into the main-
stream: “People immediately proba-
bly started googling ‘modern
monetary theory’ to find out what
she was referring to.”

“The national debt is nothing to
fear,” Ms. Kelton told CNN in 2019.
“What should scare Americans is al-
lowing misunderstandings and fear-
mongering about the national debt to
prevent us from taking bold action to
deal with the urgent threat of climate
change.”

This theory was central to the
left’s pitch for financing the Green
New Deal, Medicare for All and other
costly ambitions. Modern monetary
theory must be “a larger part of our
conversation,” Ms. Ocasio-Cortez
said. And so it was during the pan-
demic, until runaway inflation came
and the Federal Reserve had to raise
interest rates.

Now the liberal intelligentsia and
press, who egged on the experiment
in modern monetary theory, are rais-
ing alarms about the growing debt
and increasing yields on long-term
Treasury bonds. Yet listen close, and
you’ll notice MMT still undergirds
Democrats’ economic agenda, even if
they have retired the term.

Step 1. Spend without restraint. 2.
Lean on the Fed to monetize the
debt. 3. Hike taxes. 4. When economic
inequality increases and growth
slows, spend more. This more or less
tracks what the government did dur-
ing the pandemic, and now the left
wants to repeat the failed experiment
on an even larger scale. Call it Woke
2 economics.

Lest anyone forget how the U.S.
got persistent inflation and a $40
trillion debt: First, Congress under-
took a multitrillion-dollar spending

binge during the pandemic that
showered people with money. The
Fed accommodated the spending by
keeping interest rates near zero and
purchasing Treasurys.

The latter had the effect of push-
ing down yields on long-dated bonds
and U.S. borrowing costs while driv-
ing up asset prices, including for
housing. Result: Investors piled into

riskier assets—crypto, special-pur-
pose acquisition companies, meme
stocks—while Congress, businesses
and consumers piled on debt. Bor-
rowing was cheap, so why not?

Many Americans refinanced homes
at ultralow rates, which increased
household liquidity and fueled con-
sumption. After inflation surged, the
Fed raised interest rates and began to
shrink its balance sheet. Borrowing
costs rose across the board, and sud-
denly running big deficits became

much less affordable. Higher mort-
gage rates—which are tied to yields
on long-term Treasurys—also made
homes less affordable for people who
hadn’t locked in low rates.

In 2022 Democrats passed an enor-
mous climate and healthcare bill—hi-
lariously named the Inflation Reduc-
tion Act—with tax increases that they
claimed would pay for sweetened
ObamaCare and Medicare prescrip-
tion-drug benefits and reduce the def-
icit. All of this spending cost multi-
ples more than Democrats claimed.

The Congressional Budget Office
recently revised upward the Medicare
prescription-drug costs by some
$700 billion over the next decade,
largely because of higher-than-ex-
pected costs for the act’s enhanced
benefits. Government makes some-
thing less expensive, and people use
more of it. Who would have thought?

This week arrived a faux panic in
the press about the upward march of
U.S. debt and long-term Treasury
rates. Yes, yes. The result will be
higher government borrowing costs,
but this serves as a useful price sig-
nal to America’s spendthrift political
class.

One reason for rising long-term
rates may be that Fed Chairman

Kevin Warsh has signaled that he
doesn’t plan to enable Washington’s
out-of-control spending by monetiz-
ing the U.S. debt, as his predecessors
did. He wants no part of MMT.

Enter the left’s household remedy:
Hike taxes. Sen. Bernie Sanders and
his socialist acolytes have promoted a
5% annual wealth tax on billionaires.
This would generate only $2.3 trillion
over a decade—about as much as this
year’s deficits. Even if the govern-
ment were to confiscate all the wealth
of America’s billionaires, that would
only raise $8.4 trillion. This wealth
seizure would bring U.S. gross debt
back to where it was in spring 2023.

Forget paying for Mr. Sanders’s
Medicare for All proposal (estimated
cost: $34 trillion over 10 years). How
about Ms. Ocasio-Cortez’s proposal to
raise the top marginal rate to 70% on
incomes over $10 million? That
would raise only about $300 billion
over 10 years.

Ms. Ocasio-Cortez is tiptoeing back
from some of her earlier radical social
positions, like defunding the police.
But she and other progressives con-
tinue to promote the woke economic
idea that raiding the rich can pay for
their wildest spending dreams. What
will it take for them to wake up?

Government can print
money, so spending has no
consequences. How’d that
go during the pandemic?
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