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Too much too soon

Sebi guidelines for longer tenure and
maturity for derivatives can wait

N MARCH, WHEN the Securities and Exchange Board of India (Sebi)

proposed two weekly expiry days—Tuesdays and Thursdays—it

noted,“in the multi-exchange framework, spacing out of expiry days

through theweek reduces concentration riskand provides an oppor-
tunity for stock exchanges to offer product differentiation to market par-
ticipants. At the same time, too many expiry days have the potential to
revive expiry day hyperactivity, which could jeopardise investor protec-
tion and market stability”. The observation followed the perception that
the stiff competition between the twoleading exchanges—NSE and BSE—
for market share in the derivatives segment was unhealthy for investors.
More importantly, the regulator wanted retail investors to reduce their
enthusiasm in the derivatives markets.

While there hasbeenadropin the participation of retail investors year-on-
year in the equity derivative segment by 9% in premium terms, compared
to two years ago it is still up by 34%. Similarly, the number of unique indi-
vidual investors in the equity derivative segment is down 20% on year, but
up by 249% from two years ago. The market regulator understandably isn’t
happywith the pace of reduction.In that context,Sebi chairman Tuhin Kanta
Pandey’s latest comment that the market regulator is looking to further
increase the tenure and maturity of derivative contracts is on a sound foot-
ing. Also, his observation that the cash equities market, which has doubled
over a three-year period in terms of daily traded volumes, needs more push
because it is the true foundation of capital formation is well-intentioned as
one of the Sebi’s main mandates is to protect investors’ interest as well as
ensure long-term capital formation.

Butit’s time perhaps for Sebi to take a step backand reflect,simplybecause
the stock market is meant to cater to both investors and traders. Globally,
there are daily equity derivative contracts in most developed markets such
asthe US,Europe,and Japan.All marketswill have to caterto traders because
they play an important role in market making. Also, businesses of big
exchangesandbrokeragesarebuiltaround tradersaswell because theybring
in the volumes that make their businesses profitable and bring vibrancy to
stockmarkets.As the sharpdropin the share prices of BSE and brokerageslike
Angel One showed, theirbusinessesarelikely to get hurt badlyif thereis fur-
ther tinkering with tenures and maturities of equity derivatives.

Already these players are grappling with the change in the derivative
guidelines that began from November 2024.As BSE MD and CEO Sun-
dararaman Ramamurthy told FE recently the impact of these norms is still
to play out on its balance sheet,and the Bankex haslost all its volumes since
itwas shifted fromweekly to monthly contract.And the bigboy of exchanges,
NSE, is gearing up tolist. Constant change in regulations is quite likely to hit
valuations, profits,and thereby, reduce investor interest in these important
market intermediaries. Protection of retail investors and long-term capital
formation are great goals, but they cannot be the only ones for the market
regulator.It’s not that retail investors are not investing for the long term.As
the mutual fund monthly systematicinvestment plan numbers show, retail
investorsare investing in record numbers.The market regulator should give
every stakeholder—intermediaries and investors—some breathing space.
One’swelfare can’t be at the cost of the other.

Spike Lee evokes NYC's
magic amid crackdowns

THERE ARE A handful of filmmakers whom we reflexively think of as New York City
directors—Gothamites who tell stories about the city and its people with a native’s
knowledge, insight, and compassion. Martin Scorsese is the most obvious; Sidney
Lumet is also clearly in the running. Then there’s Spike Lee, perhaps the most New
York of New York directors,whose pictures are rarely set outside of the five boroughs,
andwhosebrash NYCidentity comesacross not onlyin hisworkbutinhisinterviews,
writings,and even appearances at major sporting events.

Soit comesasnoshock that hislatest, Highest 2 Lowest,is a New York movie thro-
ughand through.What’s more surprisingis,itarrivesatatimewhenanti-cityrhetoric
feelslouderthan ever from the government, so the film serves as a striking response.

The story, which originated in Ed McBain’s 1959 novel King’s Ransom and was
adapted by Akira Kurosawa into the 1963 film Highand Low,is fairly straightforward.
David King (Denzel Washington) is a wealthy music mogul who lives in a penthouse
apartmentand enjoysalife of luxury,though hislabel hasfaltered in recent yearsand
isontheverge of saletoarival. Ashe’sassembling the cash to take over the deal on his
own terms, he getsa terrifying phone call: his teenage son has been kidnapped. After
several frantic hours, the NYPD discovers it’s not King’s son who has been abducted,
buthisbest friend, the son of King’sloyal chauffeur (JeffreyWright).And so it becomes
an ethical dilemma: Will King spend his entire fortune to save someone else’s child?

Theserevelations,conversations,and conflicts occupy most of the first half,which
many critics (and, as faras I can tell, viewers) agree is the picture’s less successful sec-
tion.It takes place primarily up in the cloudswithin thewalls of the King family pent-
house.The movie comes to life when King leaves that elevation (literally and figura-
tively) and gets down on ground level—where the life and
blood of the cityis.

He hits the streets for the centrepiece sequence in
which the mogul has been instructed by the kidnappers
to deliver the ransom. Incognito in a ballcap and shades,
carrying thelootinabackpack, he’s instructed to take the
4 trainintothe Bronx.As the subway zips throughits stops,
the rousing musical score rising, we realise it’s game day;
Yankee fans are getting on the train, which takes them
mere steps from Yankee Stadium at the 161st St stop.
They’re rowdy and ready, exchanging fist pounds and
starting their pro-Yankee (and anti-Red Sox) chants.

As the train approaches 161st, moviegoers can see
what’s happening on the ground: the Puerto Rican Day
Parade,where thelegendary Eddie Palmieri Salsa Orchestra is playing.As the threads
converge, Lee braids them together—the action of the plot, the salsa music of the pa-
rade,the fanschanting“LET’S GO YANKEES”.Every seemingly disconnected element
moves in thythm with the others, resulting in a joyful and incredible city symphony.

Lee might not have initially envisioned Highest 2 Lowest as a Donald Trump-era
movie.Atleast that’swhat it seems,as the film is set right now,in summer of the Year
of OurLord 2025,but King’s sonhasa giant Kamala Harris“FORWARD” poster on his
wall—the kind of thing her supporters likely don’t still have up.

Inreality,weareinTrump 2.0,and one of the key themes of thisadministration has
been a pronounced suspicion, if not hatred, of our cities. There’s precedent for that
sort of thing; afterall, New York Cityin the 1970sand 1980swas a near-wasteland of
violent crime.That turbulence wasvividly captured in crime thrillers. Data show the
city is now one of the safest in the US, but Trump is still stuck in the New York of the
1980s,where herose to prominence. His virulent view of all cities reflects that mind-
set.As aresult,we’re seeing more widespread anti-urban sentiment now than we’ve
seen in decades,and much of it is coming from our federal government. Trumpisall
but unleashing martiallaw on Washington, DC,because of “high crime”—backed not
by numbers,but vibes. He’ll send federal troops there and into Los Angeles primarily,
it seems,because theyare diverse citieswith liberal leaders and progressive policies.

And yet here’s Lee, in this summer of unrest, showing us how this city—like so
many others—is alively,vibrant, multicultural utopia. That’s not the main takeaway
from Highest 2 Lowest,and it certainly isn’t the one the filmmaker intended. But it
may be its most valuable contribution to an increasingly uneasy cultural moment.
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F ONE WERE to analyse the grad-
ualreduction of bankdepositsand
credit outflows, there could be a
larger phenomenonat play.Again-
stthebackdrop of some core tren-
ds—including the shift from physical to
financial assets,rise of retail investors,role
of technology and fintechs, the gradual
distancing by corporates from banking
lending,and the growth of corporate bond
market as well as the primary market for
equity and debt instruments—the bank-
ing systemwill have tore-examineitsrole.
Wearewitnessing clear disintermedi-
ation as household savings are progress-
ivelyflowing from banksinto capital mar-
kets and corporates are tapping equity
and debt markets instead of depending
solely on banks. This typically exerts
downward pressure on banks’profitsand
the quality of their assets. The first major
impact is the reduction of net interest
margins, a major source of income for
banks. The second impact is the gradual
loss of high-value customers, followed by
increased competition and pricing pres-
sure. Banks, as we have witnessed in the
past five years, have increasingly become
slowerininterest rate transmission of pol-
icyratesto protect their net interest mar-
gins.Toarrest the profit decline,banks can
pursue fee-based and advisory services,
agency businesses, and digital financial
products, leading to the gradual shift
towards alternative revenue streams.
There is one more dimension to the
disintermediation impact—it affects the
banks differently. As disintermediation
continues to accelerate, smaller banks,
including co-operative banks, regional
rural banks, and small finance banks
(SFBs),willindeed come under significant
profit pressure. This could create broader
systemic challengesand potentially drive
consolidation in the sector. SFBs are
already seeing their profitability decline,
with return on assets expected to drop to
about 1.75% in FY25 (from 2.1% in
FY24), mainly due to lower interest mar-
gins and higher credit cost. As more sav-
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RETAIL REVOLUTION
DISINTERMEDIATION DRIVEN BY RETAIL PARTICIPATION & FINANCIAL AWARENESS HEALTHY FOR FINANCIAL SYSTEM

Banking needs to revisit role
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ingsandborrowings move to capital mar-
ketsand fintechs, the cost of maintaining
customer deposits and sourcing loans
rises for smaller banks.

Inaddition to narrowing marginsand
rising costs,smaller banks will have grad-
ual loss of traditional customers. They
depend heavily on traditional trust and
rural and small-ticket banking. As savers
and borrowers gain more direct access to
digital platforms and capital markets,
these institutions risk losing their core
customerbase,leading to furtherincome
pressure and gradual exclusion of low-
income segments. One sho-
uld alsorecognise that unlike
large banks smaller banks
maylacktheresourcestorap-
idly innovate, digitise, or div-
ersify revenue streams. They
alsoface operational comple-
xitiesiftheyenternewservice
areastooffsetbusinesslostto
capital markets and digital
channels.Smaller banks, pol-
icymakers, and the regulator
will have to address the systemic challen-
gesincluding those of financial inclusion,
regionalimbalance,and sectoral stability.
One possible result could be the consolid-
ation of smallerbanks.Thereisa constru-
ctive outcome from the amalgamation
among regional rural banks and state-
level measures to merge smaller, weaker
banks, particularly the small co-operative
banks, as a response to profitability and
viability concerns. There is potential for
increased mergers, which could strengt-
hen the efficiency and competitive land-
scape.The consolidation of public sector
banks hasalso placed the merged entities
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Disintermediation
could lead to
pressure on the
banking system
and demand that
the industry be

more efficient
|

to respond to the challenges of disinter-
mediation far more effectively than they
could have without consolidation.

Let us now examine a macro and
stronger driver of disintermediation. Is
the retail investor’s shift from putting
their savings in bank deposits to capital
market products like stocks, mutual
funds,systematicinvestment plans (SIPs),
and particularly exchange-traded funds
(gold and silver),a sign of growing finan-
cialliteracyin India?

There are signs of financial literacy
impacting disintermediation,but the pic-
ture couldbe nuanced.Inthe
Indian context, there is cer-
tainly a positive correlation
between the two. Studies
confirm thathigherfinancial
literacy is associated with
more sophisticated financial
behaviour such as greater
willingness to invest in mut-
ual fundsand equities, better
debt management (of their
EMIs),and diversified portfo-
lios. In many ways, it is evident from the
surge in demat accounts, which have
grown tomore than 200 million,suggest-
ing growth of 20% year-on-year in the
past five years. Likewise, the assets under
management of mutual fund companies
havebeen growingatadramatic pace,and
so has the investment in the new asset
classes. The surge in financial asset pur-
chases with bullion underlying has been
phenomenal.Then thereistheretail surge
in SIPgrowth.Month-on-month,themu-
tual fund industryis mobilising an incre-
asing amount in SIPs with new investors
entering themarkets,signallingincreased
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laboratories and launch vehicles. It is a
symbol of our national aspirations and global
*  vision. India's vision is clear

retail awareness and participation. This
reflects not just digital accessibility but
alsoabasic understanding of investment
instruments and vehicles. It has led to
short-term behaviour and an increased
risk appetite. While many new investors
areseekinghigherreturns,someareinflu-
encedbyshort-term gainsand market eu-
phoria.The question that mayariseiswhe-
ther this is a healthy sign. There are some
positives to this trend, including aspects
such as financial empowerment and
inclusion leading to market expansion,
investment choices, reduced household
reliance on low-yield deposits, and long-
termwealth creation.Itisalsoevidence of
progress. Studies reveal that steady gains
in average financial literacy have a direct
association with a shift to institutional
savings and invested assets. Products like
SIPsarealong-termvehicle,demonstrat-
ing some shift toward systematicand dis-
ciplined investing, not just speculation.

There are risks and caveats to this as
well. A knowledge gap remains and herd
mentality, the fear of missing out, and
short-term reward chasing may expose
inexperienced investors.There canalsobe
a potential for asset bubbles resulting
from unchecked risk appetite and trend-
based investing, which could erode trust
if market corrects sharply.

Disintermediation could lead to pres-
sure on the banking system and demand
that the industry become more efficient
and innovative tolook foralternativerev-
enue opportunities and/or consolidate.
However,disintermediation driven byris-
ing retail participation and financial
awarenessislargelyhealthyforthe Indian
financial system, if paired with continued
financial efforts, robust investor educa-
tion, and protection against mis-selling
and market excesses. It will call for deep-
ening true financial understanding and
prudent regulatory oversight to guard
against behavioural excessesand systemic
vulnerability.

Views are personal

MSMEs at the heart of Indo-Japan ties

India’s solid network of skill development institutions
and Japan’s emphasis on quality and precision make
them ideal partners in this grassroots transformation

AS INDIAAND Japan seek to future-proof
theirbilateral relationship,one critical yet
underexplored frontieris therole of small
and medium enterprises (SMEs). These
enterprises form the backbone of both
economies—drivinginnovation,generat-
ing employment, and enabling inclusive
growth. In Japan, SMEs account for over
99% of all companiesand employaround
70% of the workforce. India too has over
5.70 crore micro, small, and medium
enterprises (MSMEs) that contribute
around 30% to its GDP and 46% to its
exports.Thus,India-Japan economiccon-
versations must focus on MSMEs.

The evolving global scenario, marked
by heightened trade frictions, rising pro-
tectionism,and volatilityininternational
commodity and financial markets, has
created considerable uncertainty and
weighed heavily on economic prospects.
Amid this challenging environment,India
has continued to demonstrate resilience,
underpinned by strong macroeconomic
fundamentals, robust domestic demand,
and a stable policy framework, reaffirm-
ingits position asareliable and attractive
partnerin the global economiclandscape.

The India-Japan economic relation-
ship has demonstrated strength, with
bilateral trade and investment recording
significant growth. Bilateral trade has
expanded bynearly 48% from $16.95 bil-
lioninFY20to0 $25.17billionin FY25.For-
eign direct investment (FDI) from Japan
hasalsobeen significant, totalling $44.40
billion over the past two decades.

Strengthened by the expanding
MSME sectorinboth countries, the India-
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Japaneconomicrelationship continuesto
deepenanddiversify.The MSME sectorin
India continues to serve as the backbone
of the economy, fostering entrepreneur-
ialtalentand generatingemployment for
millions across the country. In both
nations, MSME:s play a pivotal role in dri-
ving GDP growth, creating jobs,and pro-
moting inclusive socio-economic devel-
opment. Their contributions to
innovation, regional development, and
resilient supply chains highlight the
strategicimportance of deepening MSME
cooperation between the two nations.
Thereisapressingneedto
enhance awareness among
MSMESs about sectoral com-
plementarities, particularly
in areas such as textiles,
leather,electronics (including
semiconductors),criticaland
emergingtechnologies,agro-
processing,and others,where
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The economic

future of India
and Japan cannot
be driven solely
by boardroom
decisions

ment, financial operations, and product
innovation—MSMESs can greatlyenhance
theiroperational efficiency,market reach,
and overall competitiveness. In this con-
text,an Indo-Japanese collaboration can
playa transformative role in accelerating
digital adoption among MSMEs.
Bilateral cooperation can support ini-
tiatives such as affordable digital infra-
structure, digital skilling programmes,
jointe-commerce platforms,and targeted
public-private partnerships.Byleveraging
Japan’s technological expertiseand India’s
large MSME base, both countries can co-
create scalable models for
digital transformation, pro-
moting innovation,inclusiv-
ity,and sustainable growth.
Currently,around 1,500
Japanese companies operate
in India, primarily led by
large corporations with the
resources to make swift

both Indiaand Japan possess . e investments and establish a

distinct strengths and com-
petitive advantages.

In addition, fostering collaboration in
services such as finance, information
technology,construction,and transportis
equally important, as these sectors play a
critical role in supporting and enabling
growthinagricultureand manufacturing.
Atargeted approach to MSME coopera-
tion in these areas can unlock new value
chains and promote sustainable indus-
trial development.

Further, by integrating digital tools
into corebusiness processes—such as sup-
plychain management,customerengage-

THE EDITOR

MSME handholding

Apropos of "Coping with 50% tariffs"
(FE, August 23), India is at a crossroads
over the fate of the additional 25%
tariff levied by the US as a penalty for
importing Russian oil. If the 50% tariff
comes into effect, it could impact the
country's labour-intensive exports to
the US worth $50 billion, and have far-
reaching consequences on textile,

shrimp, diamond, and woven goods,
which are mostly part of the micro,
small, and medium enterprise (MSME)
sector. Lenders and the apex bank
must be prepared to repeat the
Covid-era measures such as granting
liberal moratorium period, additional
working capital support, subsidising
interest, etc. to handhold the MSME
sector and help it overcome the
difficult period due to the turbulence

strong market presence. In
contrast,over 30,000 Japanese companies
are active in China, highlighting the
untapped potentialin India.Forthe num-
ber of Japanese companies in India to
grow exponentially—from 1,500 to
15,000 in the foreseeable future—the
next wave of investment will need to be
driven by SMEs. Such a shift would not
only broaden the scope of bilateral eco-
nomic engagement but also build amore
diversified, resilient, and inclusive part-
nership. Skill partnerships that directly
engage SMEs can unlock mutual value—
Japan gains access to agile, skilled man-

in the geopolitical situation.
—RV Baskaran, Pune

For a safer society

The digital era has opened new
possibilities, but grave dangers lurk
behind its allure. Smartphones and the
internet have unlocked avenues for
education, communication, and
entertainment, yet the addiction of
online gaming is putting youths at risk.

power,and India gets exposure to cutting-
edge practices, global linkages, and tech-
nology transfer.

The recent visit of the Confederation
of Indian Industry’s (CII) business dele-
gation to Japan, which observed great
interest in India, underscored the
momentum behind this shift.India must
beviewed asalong-term strategicinvest-
ment destination, with competitive
export potential embedded at its core.
India has enhanced its globally competi-
tive manufacturing supply chains, lever-
aging initiatives like Make in India and
Atmanirbhar Bharat. As global supply
chainsrealign,India stands tobenefit sig-
nificantly,with MSME partnerships play-
inga critical role in enabling the shift.

What's clearis that the economicfutu-
reofIndiaand Japan cannotbedriven sol-
ely by boardroom decisions in multinati-
onals.Itwill be shaped in SMEs,workshops
and labs, vocational training centres,and
innovation hubs—spaces where human
potential is honed and deployed. India’s
robust network of skill development insti-
tutions and Japan’s emphasis on quality
and precision make them ideal partners
in this grassroots transformation.

The time is right. The intent exists.
Whatisnowneeded isambition—toscale,
diversify,and institutionalise the India-
Japanskill partnershipinamannerthatit
becomesacornerstone of notjustbilateral
ties, but also of a new global model of
inclusive growth.

Let this be the moment when we start
treating skill mobilityasthe heart of inter-
national cooperation.

Thus, the Online Gaming Bill 2025
must be enforced with strict provisi-
ons. While technology cannot be
stopped, its harmful effects can be
controlled. Robust laws, empowered
cyber cells, and awareness can build a
safe digital society. This is but a
commitment to securing our future.
—RK Jain 'Arijeet’, Barwani

®Write to us at feletters@expressindia.com

Regd. No: DL-21048/03-05. R.N.I. N0.26750/74. Printed and Published by Ramesh Chander Malhotra on behalf of The Indian Express (P) Ltd and printed at The Indian Express (P) Ltd Press, A-8, Sector-7, Noida - 201301 and published at The Indian Express (P) Ltd, Mezzanine Floor, Express Building, 9 & 10,
Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg, New Delhi-110002. Phone: 0120-6651500. (Cover price: Patna:Z12, Raipur: 212, Srinagar ¥15) Chairman of the Board: Viveck Goenka, Editor: Shyamal Majumdar, Editor (Delhi) Shobhana Subramanian* (*Responsible for selection of News under the PRP Act )
©Copyright: The Indian Express (P) Ltd All rights reserved. Reproduction in any manner, electronic or otherwise, in whole or in part, without prior written permission is prohibited. The Financial Express®

epaper.ﬁnann'taiexpress.cnn'.. .

New Delhi



06

NEW DELHI
MONDAY
AUGUST 25, 2025

OPINION

The

Binduslan Times

ESTABLISHED IN 1924 ——F————

{ OUR TAKE }

Free speechin
the crosswires

Weaponising vaguely worded provisions in
criminal law to harass journalists should stop

hen the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS)

was enacted in 2023, it was done with

the express intention of creating a new

regime of lawmaking that moved from
punitive intent towards justice. Central to this effort
was the excising of the colonial-era provision of
sedition, used by the British to impair the
independence movement and jail freedom fighters,
and put in abeyance by the Supreme Court for its
indiscriminate deployment by various governments
to chill legitimate criticism.

Unfortunately, the language of section 152 of the
new law — which punishes those who “excite or
attempt to excite, secession or armed rebellion or
subversive activities, or encourages feelings of
separatist activities or endangers sovereignty or
unity and integrity of India” — appears to be
vulnerable to similar excesses.

The latest example of this phenomenon came last
week, after the top court had to step in to protect
two journalists in connection with a first
information report registered by Assam Police. The
complaint in question was filed on May 9 under
section 152 of the BNS but remained dormant till
last week when the police issued a summons.

The court’s protection may have come as a relief
to the journalists, but this isn’t about one case (this
isn’t the first time a police department is filing a
case under the section).

Questions about the role of the police, its
intentions in booking the journalists, and the
contribution of the expansive but vague language of
section 152 linger.

Journalists are not above the law, and authorities
are well within their rights to investigate any
wrongdoing. But, as underlined repeatedly by the
Supreme Court, journalists perform critical
functions in a democracy, and any action to
suppress criticism or chill free speech must be
discouraged.

In a country where endemic delays in the
criminal justice system are often weaponised by the
police, complaints and summons can become
effective tools to ensure that the process becomes
the punishment, irrespective of the final judicial
verdict. Police overreach and vaguely worded
provisions cannot be allowed to pose a risk to
constitutional guarantees. As the top court said, we
are watching.

Washington’s MAGA
voice in New Delhi

US President Donald Trump’s decision to

nominate Sergio Gor, a key member of his

inner circle, as the next ambassador to India
signifies that he wants to keep tabs on the bilateral
relationship and have someone in place in New
Delhi who will do his bidding unquestioningly. The
delay in naming an ambassadorial candidate has not
gone unnoticed in New Delhi, especially as India-US
relations, built up over the past two-and-a-half
decades, rapidly took a downturn over trade and
other issues.

Gor is known mostly for his rapid rise within
conservative Republican circles and his apparent
influence in personnel appointments at the White
House. However, he is a novice when it comes to
diplomacy or expertise in the region where he is
expected to serve.

On the one hand, if Gor’s nomination is confirmed
by the US Senate, there will be an American envoy in
New Delhi who will have the ear of the president and
could work to arrest the downslide in relations. On
the other hand, the current tensions in the
relationship could be exacerbated if Gor, who
subscribes to the Make America Great Again agenda,
pushes the maximalist position embraced by the
Trump administration on trade.

Another red flag for New Delhi is Trump’s move to
name Gor as special envoy on South and Central
Asian affairs, especially given the memories of the
Obama administration’s abortive attempt to make a
similar appointment that would have equated India
and Pakistan. Any effort that appears aimed at
mediating between India and Pakistan will not go
down well in New Delhi.

Gor will certainly have his task cut out as the next
US envoy, especially rebuilding the bilateral
relationship and taking forward the proposed trade
deal so that a planned visit by Trump can go ahead.
New Delhi could help by proactively familiarising
him with India and its concerns.

How India’s transport
future is being rewritten

Policy push for
electrification of trucks is
a game-changer. It will
benefit manufacturing,
reduce emissions, and
improve air quality

ransportation emissions

account for nearly 25% of

global greenhouse gas

(GHG) emissions. In India,

the sector contributes

almost 14% of the country’s
carbon dioxide emissions, with about
90% coming from road transport.
Given India’s commitment to achieving
net-zero emissions by 2070, decarbo-
nising road transportation is both
urgent and essential.

India today stands at a remarkable
turning point in its mobility journey.
For decades, transport meant traffic
congestion, high logistics costs, and
patchy connectivity. Buta quiet revolu-
tion is underway. Transport is no
longer seen as a background sector — it
is becoming a central pillar in India’s
ambition to become a developed econ-
omy, a Viksit Bharat, by 2047, while
meeting its net-zero target by 2070.

Globally, countries that transformed
their transport systems unlocked not
just economic efficiency but also
growth, sustainability, and competi-
tiveness. India has the same opportu-
nity — if it makes the right choices now.

Three recent policy moves have the
potential to transform India’s transport
landscape, offering a blueprint for a
cleaner, more efficient, and future-
ready system.

Electrifying trucks: Transport
accounts for 14% of India’s GHG emis-
sions, with medium and heavy-duty
trucks responsible for 44% of that
share — despite comprising just 3% of
vehicles on the road. India’s logistics
costs, at about 13% of GDP, far exceed
the global average. With 70% of freight
moving by road and fuel making up a
large portion of costs, electrifying
trucks is both an environmental and
economic imperative.

Last month, the ministry of
heavy industries released
guidelines for electric trucks
under the PM e-DRIVE
scheme, a vital first step in
transitioning India’s trucking

Phase 3 and 4 of the Corporate Average
Fuel Efficiency (CAFE) norms for pas-
senger cars, currently under finalisa-
tion. Additionally, BEE has released
draft fuel-efficiency regulations for
light, medium, and heavy-duty vehicles
—regulations with immense potential
to reshape the road transport sector.

Fuel economy standards form the
regulatory backbone of efficiency. They
require automakers to achieve fleet-
wide average fuel consump-
tion targets, while providing
: flexibility in how to meet
them, whether through
advanced engine technolo-
gies or accelerated EV adop-
tion.

Y

sector toward a cleaner and Bhatt Without strong fuel econ-
more aatmanirbhar (self-reli- omy standards, India risks
ant) future. Until now, the drifting toward fuel-guzzling
spotlight has been on electric vehicles, weakening fleet effi-
buses, two-wheelers, and ciency, raising emissions, and
three-wheelers. By support- * deepening dependence on
ing electric trucks, e-DRIVE B ) imported oil. This creates a
addresses three challenges at 4 vicious cycle of higher costs

once: One, reducing logistics
costs through lower fuel
dependency; two, strengthen-
ing domestic manufacturing
of advanced electric vehicle
(EV) technologies such as
heavy-duty batteries and charging sys-
tems; and three, improving air quality
along highways and in cities, with
health benefits for millions.

China has already demonstrated
how electrifying freight can transform
supply chains. India now has the
chance to leapfrog the diesel-depend-
ent model and build a greener logistics
backbone.

Improving fuel efficiency: The Bureau
of Energy Efficiency (BEE) has proposed

Drew
Kodjak

S and energy insecurity.

Finalising CAFE for cars
and fuel-efficiency standards
for commercial vehicles will
provide manufacturers long-
term clarity and direction,
paving the way for cleaner vehicles
across the Indian market.

Expanding beyond road transport:
India’s Maritime Amrit Kaal Vision
2047 sets an ambitious agenda for
transforming the shipping and port
sector into a globally competitive, sus-
tainable system. It envisions expand-
ing port capacity from 2,600 million
metric tonnes per annum (MMTPA)
today to more than 10,000 MMTPA,
supported by world-class infrastruc-

India now has the chance to leapfrog the diesel-dependent model and build

agreener logistics backbone.

ture, digital innovation, hydrogen and
ammonia hubs, carbon-neutral oper-
ations, and shore power at all major
ports by 2047. The vision also posi-
tions India among the top five global
shipbuilding nations.

Complementing this initiative, the
Harit Sagar Green Port Guidelines pro-
vide a framework to shrink the envi-
ronmental footprint of ports — target-
ing over 60% renewable energy use by
2030 and 90% by 2047, electrifying half
of port equipment by 2030 and 90% by
2047, and reducing CO, intensity per
ton of cargo handled by more than 70%
by 2047.

Together, these measures show
India’s commitment to making mari-
time transport efficient, sustainable,
and globally competitive.

India’s transport story is being
rewritten. Today’s policy announce-
ments will shape not only how we
move tomorrow, but also how compet-
itive India’s economy will be in a decar-
bonising world.

If implemented with urgency and
foresight, the PM e-DRIVE scheme,
fuel-efficiency regulations, and Mari-
time Vision 2047 can deliver far more
than emissions reductions. They can

BLOOMBERG

lower logistics costs, create green jobs,
strengthen energy security, and boost
India’s global standing.

This transformation of transporta-
tion is not just about reducing emis-
sions or improving public health —itis
about seizing a generational economic
opportunity. A recent Niti Aayog report
estimated that electric vehicles alone
represent a $200-billion opportunity
for India as the country moves toward
achieving a 30% EV sales share by
2030. Add to this the multiplier effects
of cleaner logistics, efficient ports, and
world-class vehicle standards, and itis
clear that transport modernisation can
unlock vast new avenues for invest-
ment, innovation, and industrial lead-
ership.

India can transform transportation
from a long-standing challenge into
one of its greatest strengths. The nation
stands at the cusp of transformation —
and the road to a Viksit Bharat, a devel-
oped India by 2047, is being built right
NOW.

Amit Bhatt is India managing director,
ICCT, and Drew Kodjak is president &
CEO, ICCT. The views expressed

are personal

How India can make
health care atfordable

ssured health care is indeed vital

for human development of individ-

uals and economic development of

nations. It must span a wide range
of services — from health promotion and
disease prevention to prompt detection of
health disorders and early implementation
of effective interventions to reduce risk and
restore health. It must extend to rehabilita-
tion services and palliative care where
needed. Focus must be both on extending
life expectancy (lifespan) and enabling peo-
ple to live in good health till the end of a
full and fulfilled life (health span). This
will enable all individuals to be productive
to their full potential, while ensuring a
prosperous nation. Health of each Indian,
across the entire life course, will be the
engine that will propel our journey to Viksit
Bharat by 2047.

But, as RSS chief Mohan Bhag-
wat recently pointed out, these ser-
vices are not assuredly available to
all persons in India. Speaking at
the inauguration of Arogya Kendra
and Cancer Care Centre in Indore,
Bhagwat said, “Healthcare and
education are among the most
important things for a person, and
both are beyond the reach of the
common man in the present
times.” Barriers of availability,
access, cost and quality deter many persons
from seeking needed healthcare (foregone
care) or land them in poverty due to unaf-
fordable “out of pocket” expenditure on
chronic outpatient care or unforeseen cata-
strophic expenditure on hospitalised care.

The Ayushman Bharat programme is
working towards strengthening primary
care through a network of health and well-
ness centres. It also offers financial protec-
tion for hospitalised care through the Prad-
han Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana (PMJAY).
However, the programme faces challenges
of health system capacity, capability and
governance in several parts of the country.
India’s federal structure and constitutional
assignment of separate roles to the Union
and state governments call for coherence in
the design and delivery of health care.

India’s health services are also heavily
dependent on the private sector. In a mixed
health system that has grown not by design
but by default, the heterogenous private
sector extends from individual practitioners
and family-run nursing homes to single spe-
cialty tertiary care centres and multi-speci-
ality corporate hospitals. The voluntary sec-
tor exists in scattered patches of charitable
hospitals. Some of them are advanced cen-
tres operating in a cross-subsidisation mode
to make rich patients partly pay for poor
patients. However, the weakly regulated pri-
vate sector often imposes costs that are
unaffordable for the common man. It is also
limited in presence in rural areas and small
towns of many states.

To overcome the barriers to universal
health coverage (UHC), we need to stimu-
late the public sector to be more responsive
(by enhancing capacity and efficiency), the
private sector to be more responsible (by
avoiding excessive charges and unnecessary
procedures) and the voluntary sector to be
more resourceful (by building models of
people-partnered public health and com-
munity-connected clinical care). The
strengths of all three sectors must be drawn

K Srinath
Reddy

upon to create partnerships for public pur-
pose. In each of these, a strong public sector
must set goals, identify deliverables, define
standards and ensure accountability by each
of the partners.

Access barriers must be overcome by
expanding primary health care infrastruc-
ture to reach close to home in both rural
and urban locations, providing road connec-
tivity and emergency transport services and
utilising robust digital health architecture
for efficient tele-health services. Investment
in a multi-layered, multi-skilled health
workforce is needed, to generate the needed
numbers across diverse categories and cre-
ate teams that are customised for public
health and clinical care services, while
ensuring fair distribution across all districts
and urban-rural settings. Technology ena-
bled non-physician healthcare providers
can provide much of primary care
and reduce referral load for sec-
ondary and tertiary care centres.
Pluralistic medical care and healing
systems must be promoted, with
appropriate delineation of roles
and adequate resource allocation to
allopathic and traditional systems
of medicine.

This endeavour requires greater
funding for health in both state and
Union budgets. Government spend-
ing on health must progressively rise to 3%
of GDP, while keeping out of pocket health
expenditure below 20% of all health care
related expenditure.

The package of essential health services
covered by UHC'’s benefit package should be
progressively expanded as more resources
accrue over time and revised whenever
demographic and epidemiological transi-
tions bring forth fresh priorities for health
care. Gaps in insurance coverage under
PMJAY must be bridged.

Equity has to remain at the heart of the
design and delivery of health services. While
horizontal equity provides a common set of
services to all, vertical equity must ensure
allocation of greater resources or provision
of additional services to population groups
who have experienced health inequities in
the past.

Early benefits can be provided through
pooled public procurement of essential
medicines and vaccines at state level fol-
lowed by free distribution in public health
care facilities. Essential diagnostic services
too have to be provided free of cost in such
facilities.

The private health care sector can also
use pooled consortia purchases to lower
costs for patients. Jan Aushadhi stores
should provide inexpensive options for
direct patient purchase.

Disconnects that exist between primary
care (National Health Mission) and PMJAY
(National Health Authority) must be
removed to create models of integrated care.
Other disconnects (between public and pri-
vate systems, allopathic and traditional sys-
tems) must also be negotiated to create an
effective, equitable, empathetic, and eco-
nomically viable health system.

K Srinath Reddy is chancellor, PHFI University
of Public Health Sciences, and chair of the
Centre for Health Assurance at the Indian
School of Public Policy. The views expressed
are personal
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The Iranian nation will stand

strongly against the US wanting
to make Tehran obedient

{ STRAIGHTFORWARD }
Shashi Shekhar

Canine concerns must
balance human safety

he new Supreme Court order on stray
dogs last Friday addresses the con-
cerns of both animal lovers and the
large population fearful of them: It
doesn’t stop the authorities from rounding
up the strays, nor does it allow them to
release the dogs before vaccination and steri-
lisation. No one can feed strays anywhere
other than designated spots, and the govern-
ment will have to set up dog shelters on a
large scale. The apex court orders are now
applicable throughout the country.

August 26 is observed as International
Dog Day. It raises a pertinent question
whether the apex court’s direction acts as a
panacea against the problems associated
with stray dogs. But, before we discuss the
issue, let’s look at the prevalent situation.

A bright morning last Wednesday took a
dark turn. While Delhi chief minister Rekha
Gupta was holding a public grievance meet-
ing, a man, yelling and waving some papers,
charged at her. The alert security personnel
caught him. Inquiries revealed that the man,
Rajesh Bhai Khimji, was from Rajkot, Guj-
arat. His mother said he was an animal lover
and was enraged by the Supreme Court deci-
sion on removing stray dogs from public pla-
ces. Is this reason enough for someone to
travel hundreds of kilometres to attack a
public representative?

The online and offline confrontations
between the dog lovers and those opposed to
the stray population ignore the stark reality
of thousands of humans dying every year
due to dog bites. The apex court decided ear-
lier that within six to eight weeks, stray dogs
should be removed from the streets of Delhi
and the National Capital Region (NCR). With
few resources and even less enthusiasm, the
government machinery began the herculean
task.

A day before Rekha Gupta was attacked,
the New Delhi Municipal Corporation
(NDMC) officials lodged police complaints
against vandalism of corporation vehicles
being used to pick up stray dogs. How can
those who protest against every incident of
cruelty to animals turn violent towards fel-
low human beings?

I have no dislike for any animal or bird
species. Even during my childhood, there
were many stray dogs in our neighbourhood
and in our villages that were our honorary
guard dogs. They were the responsibility of
the entire neighbourhood. These dogs would

get enough food and never attack people.
However, things have changed over the
years. Cities have turned into concrete jun-
gles, and neighbourhoods have given way to
gated apartments. Career demands have
forced people to move from their native pla-
ces. This has redefined community living
and camaraderie. Even human-animal rela-
tions have changed. Earlier, no one could
have thought that a pack of stray dogs would
maul a human to death. But today, social
media is awash with many such gut-wrench-
ing videos where a pack of strays is brutalis-
ing a human.

Whether it’s Delhi or any small hamlet,
dogs, rhesus monkeys, stray bulls, and cows
roam free with a licence to attack citizens.
The story of sub-inspector Richa from Ghaz-
iabad shows the depth of the malaise. She
was returning from duty when a stray dog
came in front of her scooterette. She imme-
diately applied the brakes, and her vehicle
skidded, grievously wounding her. She died
the same night. State governments seem to
have no plan to deal with the crisis.

According to a report, just before the Cov-
id-19 pandemic struck, the incidents of stray
dog bites reached an alarming 76 lakh annu-
ally in 2018. During the lockdown, it saw a
sharp decline, and in 2021, it stood at 17 lakh.
Since then, the graph has shot up alarmingly
with no respite. Last year, 37.17 lakh dog bite
cases were registered. It means 10,000 dog
bites daily across the country. (There is no
data on what percentage of these bites are by
pets and how many are by strays, though
most experts say that a majority of bites are
caused by pets or suffered by animal workers
and activists working with dogs.). According
to the World Health Organization, every
year, 18,000 to 20,000 people die of rabies.
Due to the lack of an established national
procedure, there’s no way we will have
authentic data; yet, there is no doubt that the
stray dog problem is so grave nationally that
it needs urgent action.

However, how can we act when the road
ahead is tough? There’s a powerful lobby
supporting the stray dogs.

Animals need space to live by their natu-
ral instincts, but humans, too, deserve their
right to live without the fear of avoidable vio-
lence.

Shashi Shekhar is the editor-in-chief,
Hindustan. The views expressed are personal
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RBI must keep inflation
firmly inits crosshairs

Its call for feedback on its monetary policy framework is welcome. Overall, flexible inflation

targeting has served India well so far. But every review is an opportunity to make it better

he Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI) dis-

cussion paper (DP) on its monetary

policy framework, released last

Thursday as part of a mandated five-

yearly review, poses four key ques-

tions on which the central bank has
sought feedback. First, should monetary policy
target headline inflation, as presently mandated
under the flexible inflation targeting (FIT)
regime introduced in 2016, or core inflation
(i.e., headline inflation stripped of volatile ele-
ments like food and fuel)? The answer to that is
straightforward and RBI's DP also seems to veer
towards that conclusion; namely, that for a
country like India, where food constitutes a sig-
nificant share of the consumption basket (close
to 46%) for alarge number, it is meaningless to
target core instead of headline inflation. The
food component’s weight, in any case, is bound
to decline once the Consumer Price Index is
recast based on a more up-to-date Household
Consumption Expenditure Survey for 2023-24,
as against the 2011-12 data in use today. That
exercise is already underway, so we can expect
the impact of a volatile food basket to decline in
the not-too-distant future.

Second, whether RBI's current 4% target
remains optimal when it comes to balancing
growth with stability in a fast-growing econ-
omy. Here the DP argues in favour of the status
quo on the ground that the existing framework
with 4% as RBI's central goal has served us well.
We agree with that assessment. Despite the
challenges posed in the nine years since FIT
has been in operation, including the covid
pandemic and the high inflation years that
followed, the pace of rising price levels has seen
adistinct decline, with the average since FIT
adoption at 4.9% vis-a-vis an average of 6.8%

over the pre-FIT period. Third, whether the
tolerance band of 2-6% needs to be revised (i.e.,
narrowed, widened or dropped altogether).
Here again, we are in agreement with RBI's
contention that the “band of +/-2 per cent gives
adequate flexibility to the [Monetary Policy
Committee] to focus on inflation or growth
depending on the evolving situation.” FIT is still
awork-in-progress in India. The institutional
experience and memory needed is evolving.
Moreover, our financial markets are not as deep
as Western markets. The DP’s fourth question
iswhether the target rate of 4% should be
scrapped and only a range be maintained. The
DP is against scrapping the target rate on the
argument that moving to arange could be
construed as a dilution of the existing frame-
work, which may erode policy credibility.
Notably, New Zealand, the first country to
adopt inflation targeting, aimed for arange in
its first 12 years before shifting to a point target.
However, we would urge RBI to end the cur-
rent dichotomy between action on the policy
rate and the liquidity front that often results in
one working at cross purposes with the other.
There have been instances in the past when the
repo rate wasraised only to have RBI open the
liquidity tap, negating the former’simpact. The
framework must also ensure greater transpar-
ency. As of now, the bank is required to submit a
report to the government whenever the 6% FIT
ceiling is breached for three consecutive quar-
ters, but there is no mandate to make it public.
The last time we had a breach—for five quarters
in arow from the fourth quarter of 2021-22 to
the fourth quarter of 2022-23, the report was
kept under wraps. Overall, the FIT framework
has served us well so far. But every review
should be seen as an opportunity to improve it.
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New Delhi must look east again
as global relations change shape

The US having binned its East Asia playbook has thrown up opportunities that India mustn't miss

is co-founder and director of The
Takshashila Institution, an independent
centre for research and education in public
policy.

concluded my previous column

arguing that the current geopolitical

moment is similar to 1991 and that
India ought to do now what it did then:
undertake economic reforms and Look
East. Even ifit were not for the prob-
lems with the US, there haslong been a
case for a second round of economic
liberalization and engagement of
India’s Southeast Asian neighbour-
hood. Now these are both urgent
imperatives.

While India has increased its engage-
ment of Southeast Asia since the 1990s
in several important ways, there has
always been a distance between the
two. Thisis perhaps because India’s
motivations for engaging the region
have primarily been geopolitical, with
an eye on balancing Chinese power,
while most that are countries part of the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(Asean) looked towards India as their
second large geo-economic partner
after China. Thus, geoeconomics was
secondary for India and geopolitics
for Asean.

This misalignment of objectives is
the underlying reason why India is
engaged but not integrated with South-
east Asia. India was wary of entering any
regional trade agreement that included
China. Asean countries, except Vietnam
and the Philippines to some extent,
were lukewarm to a security relation-
ship with India if that meant rubbing

Beijing the wrong way. This hasled toa
kind of sub-optimal equilibrium that
exists to this day.

Now that the US under the Donald
Trump administration has thrown out
Washington’s East Asian playbook,
India, Asean and other East Asian capi-
tals have new opportunities—even
imperatives—to recast their relation-
ships. No US ally can take Washington’s
security umbrella for granted. No Asean
state can presume that the US will con-
tinue to underwrite the security of the
region. No country can be certain that
its trade relations with the US will not be
contingent on extraneous political fac-
tors. In an age where economic power is
being used coercively, Asean econo-
mies are heavily dependent on China.

The ISEAS-YusofIshak Institute’s
survey report of 2025 shows, yet again,
that few among the region’s elite think
India has any political or strategic influ-
ence in Southeast Asia: “Approximately
athird of ASEAN-10 respondents have
reservations about India’s ability to con-
tribute to global peace, security, pros-
perity, and governance (35.8%). How-
ever, this level of distrust
isnearly matched by this year’s trust
levels (35.3%), thus presenting mixed
sentiments about the prospects of
India’srole in the region.”

Further: “Of the ASEAN-10 cohort
that trusts India, 30.1% believe that it isa
responsible stakeholder that respects
and champions international law. This
view is shared strongly in Vietnam
(49.1%), Singapore (37.5%), Indonesia
(37.3%) Brunei (32.5%) and Cambodia
(26.4%). Almost a fifth (19.0%) of this
cohort agree that India has vast eco-
nomic resources and the political will to
provide global leadership.”

Thereport also states: “Among the...
respondents who distrust India, 40.2%
believe that India does not have the
capacity or political will for global lead-
ership. Next, 30.3% feel that India is dis-
tracted with its internal and sub-conti-
nental affairs and thus cannot focus on
global concerns and issues.”
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To win over Southeast Asians, New
Delhi’s foreign policy needs to be
entrepreneurial. New options have to
be created. Itis telling that 30 years
after Look East started, India’s relations
with Indonesia, Asean’s largest country
and military power, are unremarkable.
Elite Indonesians ranked India near the
bottom when asked which of Asean’s
dialogue partners is most relevant. This
isa country with which India has deep
civilizational links and mirrors our cul-
tural diversity and pluralistic demo-
cratic values. It is also a neighbouring
country, separated by amere 180km at
the closest points in the Bay of Bengal.
There are many reasons why India-In-
donesia ties are merely good. Without
active courtship, they will remain so.

Indonesia can be a vital anchor of a
new regional quadrilateral security
partnership that includes Vietnam,
Japan and India, countries that have
acommon interest in countervailing
Chinese preponderance. I recall many
in New Delhi saying that a security part-
nership involving India, the US, Japan
and Australia was impossible before
Shinzo Abe proposed the idea of a
Quadrilateral Security Dialogue in
2007. Geopolitical conditions create
the potential, but things materialize
when someone takes the initiative and
invests effort in making them happen.

Whatever might have been the rea-
sons India stayed out of the Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership
(RCEP) five years ago, there isnow a
case tore-examine that decision. New
Delhi might not get the same deal as the
one it walked away from in late 2019,
but could we not push for an enlarged
one that includes trade in services? The
Indian market is relatively more attract-
ive to RCEP member countries after the
US raised tarift barriers. Concerns about
Chinese exports are real, but it cannot
be anyone’s case that all Indian indus-
tries must be shielded from Chinese
competition for all time. Staying out of
the East Asian economicblocis arecipe
forisolation that India cannot afford.

JUST A TROTQAT

Inflation is the parent of
unemployment and the
unseen robber of those who

have saved.

MARGARET THATCHER

Why all marriages are actually arranged marriages

MANU JOSEPH

aterialists, a delightful film, espe-
cially for people who are not
wounded, wants to say that beauti-
ful women want to marry wealthy and tall
men, and wealthy men want to marry beau-
tiful young women. And people who are not
so sought-after choose others like them.
Thus the marriage of the under-desired, too,
isoftwo equals, of their two equal handicaps.

“Marriage is a business deal, and it always
hasbeen, since the very first time two people
didit,” says Lucy, the protagonist whorates
herself as too good for most men but not
worthy of amulti-millionaire whoisin good
shape and six feet tall.

Can people who don’t have a business
make a business deal? Can it be that marriage,
too, came from therich, like morals, beliefs,
literature and college reunions? And others
imitated it in a senseless way, as usual not
knowing the origins of what they are aping.

Marriage asabusiness deal isat the heart
of world history. Indian emperors married
more than once asaway to formalliances. If

is ajournalist, novelist, and the
creator of the Netflix series,
‘Decoupled’
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at all they married for love, it was because
they could marry for business too. The mar-
riage of Marie Antoinette to the French dau-
phin Louis was arranged to solidify an alli-
ance between Austria and France against
Prussia and Britain. Catherine was married
to Arthur, Prince of Wales, to unite England
and Spain. Even today, the wealthy tend to
marry the wealthy. The idea that marriage
unites two social equals to make them more
formidable loses meaning the moment it
percolates down the classes. For, isit worth
the torture of aloveless marriage that results
when a mechanic marries a nurse just
because there is some vague commonality
between their families?

Across the ages, in many regions, formal
marriages were a thing of the rich, while the
poor, ifatall they did ‘marry,” had informal
arrangements. All considered, I cannot help
but feel that marriage came from the rich
and love came from the mad. That is why
neither marriage nor love makes sense to
most people.

In my theory of love, I'see it asa primordial
mental illness. Love’s feverish excess in
some people is the illness; and its modera-
tion in most people gives it the power to
transmit itself as a great human virtue, like
devotion, that everyone can attain if they are

so lucky asto meet amagical being. So, those
who were afflicted by too much love sang
about it, melting hearts and sending into the
world one more quality of the mad that those
who are not mad try in vain to acquire. All
our turmoils are about this—the sane trying
toimitate the insane. But the madnessis so
powerful that it has

endured centuries, match- = criticsdon’t help with. But
ing the longevity of the Can it be that some films, usually come-

1d ticality of th H dies, that t t
amngedmamiage. . MArriagealso o o e lot of

Thereis, of course, a sort angry one-stars. So the rat-
of love that can happen to came from the ing for Materialistsreflects
sneveopeloveisome  rich, like morals, potisqultybuheim
ir;)%at, ‘?Itl}(li" for this refason, Iiteratu re Iemti.ndet(lil of hovt\)/ liI}llaF_
abduct this person for so ractive they are by their
long that you can’t bear to a nd CO"ege own measures of what
look anymore. . makes a person attractive.

Materialists, written and reunions? The film is brutal about

directed by Celine Song,

argues that love, if it hap-

pensatall, isfleeting. On the other hand, an
alliance with areasonable person who may
not necessarily change your heartbeat but
whose material possessions can make you
feel valuable can last along time. Thisis not
what has made many people uncomfortable
with the film, no matter what they say and

their claims of being romantics. The film
unsettles many because it clearly defines the
undesirable in the highest circles of the US
marriage market—short and poor men, and

any woman over 29.
Usually, the IMDB ratings of a film are a
fairly accurate indicator of how enjoyable it
might be, something most

physical and economic

attributes. Even men who
are 5-foot 9-inches are reminded that they
might be shorter than they think. And men
who are not millionaires are reminded that
they wouldn’t stand a chance of being with
the women they want. And unremarkable
women arereminded that they need to seek
niceness as there is too much competition for

high net worth men. Given all this, the film
must have been very well received by the self-
assured to have earned a 6.5 IMDB rating.

Yet, the film has a quality that all main-
stream films possess: it is cowardly towards
the end. Allits exciting discomforts are at the
start. Inthe end, it recognizes that most ofits
viewers are ordinary people who need tobe
comforted by the myth oflove. It reminded
me of aline from Game of Thrones: “...every-
thingbefore the word ‘but’ is horseshit.” In
‘bold’ mainstream cinema, it is the reverse.
It begins with what it really wants to say;
then it loses its intellectual courage and
makes a compromise. So does Materialists.
After showing the brutality of the marriage
market, it veers into the magic realism of
love. Thus, a girl who wants to exchange her
beauty for money and status discards a great
catchwho does not excite herat all. This part
isbelievable.Thave seen it before in real life.
Women and even men find their theoreti-
cally perfect mate, but they are not excited
enough; they try hard to find reasons to be
with that person but get bored by them.
Maybe that is the evolutionary purpose of
boredom. That is the only way a billionaire
can be rejected. But then, Lucy chooses a
loser for reasons she and the film concede
they cannot fully explain.
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We must not let crypto be used

against India as a Trojan Horse

We must monitor the cryptocurrency space closely to mitigate the security risks of digital tokens being weaponized sneakily

are, respectively, former chairman of Sebi and
LIC, and former financial advisor, Caribbean
Financial Action Task Force (CFATF).

he June 2025 report of the Financial

Action Task Force (FATF) highlights a

$1.46 billion theft by North Korea, one

of the biggest heists in the history of

crypto. Riding on the back of other

major crypto scams, from Africrypt
(South Africa 2012), One Coin (global 2014-17), Bit-
connect (global 2016-18) and Plus Token Scam
(China 2019) to FTX (US/Bahamas 2022), anew
class of instruments has unmistakably arrived on
the crime scene.

Cryptocurrencies made their debut in 2009
with the invention of Bitcoin. By design, a crypto-
currency uses blockchain technology for records
and verification, with an unchangeable internet
ledger that tracks transfers. These virtual assets
have emerged as a unit of account, medium of
exchange and store of value, and thus challenge
the monopoly of fiat currencies.

Today, thousands of cryptocurrencies are
floating around globally. The notable ones are Bit-
coin, Ethereum, Altcoin, Utility and Governance
tokens, apart from various stablecoins that are typ-
ically pegged to a fiat currency. Virtually anybody
can write a program, set up a blockchain and create
acryptocurrency.

Atthe beginning, crypto use in India was limited
to tech enthusiasts attracted by its decentralized
governance that allowed borderless transactions
and promised high returns. The proliferation of
users over time led to regulatory unease. In April
2018, the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) prohibited
banks from providing services to crypto exchanges
and businesses on the grounds that such instru-
ments raised the risk of money laundering and
terror financing, while offering no consumer
protection. In March 2020, the Supreme Court
declared the ban unconstitutional, as the RBI
failed to adduce credible evidence of actual harm
caused by cryptocurrencies.

One striking risk we cannot ignore is that of
fraud, which causes financial losses, undermines
trust in the financial system and drives calls for
increased regulation. Yet, according to CoinLaw, a
website, the global crypto market is growing fast: it
will reach $1.8 trillion in 2025 and is expected to
grow at an annual 11.7% through 2030. The num-
ber of users worldwide is anticipated to grow from
617 million in 2024 to 992.5 million by 2028. The
global market for crypto exchange platforms is
expected to grow ata compound annual rate of
24.1% from $50.95 billion in 2024: to $150.1 billion
by 2029. Investors in India too have grown rapidly.

Although the crypto use market is dominated by
trading (32%) and retail and e-commerce (27%), the
banking industry and governments account for
shares of18% and 11% respectively. Apparently,
banking systems are integrating cryptocurrencies
asmodes of payment.

With crypto proliferation looking inevitable,
moves to regulate these tokens have been made.
The 2023 Markets in Crypto-Assets (MiCA) Regu-
lation of the EU and the recently enacted Guiding
and Establishing National Innovation for U.S. Sta-
blecoins Act 0of 2025 (GENIUS Act) in the US are
two important pieces of regulation. Both aim at
providing legal certainty, protecting consumers
and investors, supporting innovation and prevent-
ing money laundering and terror financing. The
GENIUS Act defines virtual asset service providers
(VASPs) as financial institutions. MiCA regulations
also subject crypto assets service providers (CASPs)
to prudential requirements, supervision, inspec-
tions and anti-money laundering and counter-fi-
nancing of terrorism obligations, with sanctions to
apply in case of violations.

The Indian response has included a 30% tax on
gains from any transfer of virtual digital assets,
with a1% tax deduction at source on crypto trans-
actions. Like several other central banks, RBI has
launched a digital rupee to provide a central bank-
issued alternative to private cryptocurrencies.

India did very well in its 2023 Mutual Evaluation
by the FATF and was rated as ‘largely compliant’
with technical requirements for virtual assets. The
Indian legal framework treats VASPs as designated
non-financial businesses and professions (DNFBPs),
requiring them to register with India’s Financial
Intelligence Unit and comply inter alia with KYC
and customer due diligence norms as well as suspi-
cious transaction reporting requirements.

The key global concernsrelate to cryptos not
being backed by an underlying asset or currency

ISTOCKPHOTO

and risks in the contexts of financial stability, con-
sumer protection and money laundering/terror
financing, apart from the potential impact of
crypto use on monetary policy.

Dealing in cryptos that are not backed by a stable
asset (like currency) is like gambling, vulnerable to
price manipulation and a systemic collapse. Stable-
coins pose worries too. While highlighting the use
of stablecoins by illicit actors, linking them with
terrorism, drug trafficking, gambling and layering
of funds by criminals, the FATF has cautioned that
banning cryptos does not insulate a country from
these risks, given an interlinked world and challen-
gesin identifying operators that flout the ban as
well as in monitoring decentralized finance (DeFi)
arrangements. Also, merely establishing a regula-
tory framework may not be enough if there isno
supervisory and enforcement action.

On 9 July, Reuters reported that Pakistan was
planning to mine Bitcoin and integrate it into its
financial system. Pakistan, which has persistently
taken a hostile stance towards India, hasbeen on
the FATF watch-list for money laundering and ter-
ror financing risks to the international financial
system. Given its history of stoking terror in India,
we need to assess risks emerging from Pakistan via
crypto channels with due care.

For India, the key to security lies in being ahead
of the curve on mitigating the risks of emerging
technologies in general and ring-fencing our
financial system in particular. While a crypto ban
isno longer feasible, we must monitor this space
closely to prevent digital tokens from being
deployed against India as a Trojan Horse.

Apple’s privacy fight with the
UR needs to play out in public

Let’s hear about London’s ‘Snooper’s Charter’ backdoor demands

is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist covering
technology.

ou can’t blame Tulsi Gabbard for

trying. The US director of national

intelligence announced last week
that Britain was finally backing down on its
outrageous demand that Apple give it a
backdoor to user data. That would seem
like a win for US tech giants and privacy
advocates, butit’snotsosimple. Even ifthe
UK government does drop its request, it
can still issue other “technical capability
notices” demanding tech firms share infor-
mation about their users, which firms are
not allowed to say they’ve received.

Thereal problem isbad privacy legisla-
tionin the UK, and the best way to solve it
isn’t through political meddling, but in
court. Gabbard’s pronouncement on X
seems good on its face. It followed exten-
sive negotiations with British officials, but
itmay make amuch-needed change tothe
law less likely.

The UK issued the order in early 2025,
arguing that snooping on citizens’ private
data was a price worth paying to catch
criminals. It is not. Such backdoors
threaten the privacy of citizens and treat
them like automatic suspects. Mass surveil-
lance does not necessarily prevent serious
crime either. Apple launched alegal chal-
lenge in March, saying the demands went
too far and that it needed to maintain
strong encryption to protect user privacy.
The company hasits own financial reasons,
of course, with security being a corner-
stone of Apple’s marketing strategy.

But addressing the confidential orderin
court could have led to a change in how the
lawwas applied across the board. “We have
a duty to challenge this type of secret
power,” says Gus Hosein, executive
director of Privacy International.

Tech giants are often on the wrong side
of the ethical line when fighting against
government regulation, like Britain’s
much-more sensible Online Safety Act.
But, in this particular case, Apple is right.
The UK’s Investigatory Powers Act of 2016,
dubbed the Snooper’s Charter, has helped
make its citizens some of the world’s most
spied-upon people. It not only lets the gov-
ernment demand that companies give
them special access points to user data; it
recently added that firms must notify the
government of any big security changes, so
the UK can determine whether or not to
demand a backdoor.

The Home Office, a sprawling govern-
ment department in London that handles
immigration and policing, is at the heart of
this heavy-handed approach to surveil-
lance. So too is along history of state con-
trol over communications like the once-

That Tulsi Gabbard said the UK is backing
down doesn't reassure users. AFP

nationalized British Telecom, along with a
national-security mindset that sees con-
stant observation as critical to maintaining
public order. London is one of the most
heavily surveilled cities in the world, with
nearly one million CCTV cameras.

Britain’s backdoor demands are espe-
cially egregious because they come witha
gag order for companies who get them.
Neither Apple nor the UK government will
say if such demands exist if you ask. That
givesthe government unhealthy leverage
overits citizens, making it nearly impossi-
ble to hold officials accountable or know
when privacyrightsare at threat. AHome
Office spokeswoman refused to disclose if
the order on Apple had been dropped. “We
do not comment on operational matters,
including confirming or denying the exis-
tence of such notices,” she said.

So why do we know about the Apple
order? Because the company found subtle
ways of making it public, stopping all end-
to-end encryption for British customers of
iCloud and by challenging the order in
court. Apple’s case was due to be heard in
early 2026, and admittedly, winning was a
risky bet. British courts rarely rule against
the government on issues of national secu-
rity. But there was a chance that if Apple
prevailed, the UK’s Supreme Court could
overturn the government’s secret back-
door notices for good.

The UK could do with that sort of
improvement, as its clandestine demands
make it an ugly anomaly in the democratic
world. American tech firms aren’t legally
compelled to add backdoorsto their prod-
ucts, and past attempts—Tlike the ‘Clipper
Chip’inthe 1990s and FBI-Apple dispute
over encryption in 2016—were blocked or
abandoned after a public backlash.

In the EU, strict privacy laws and court
rulings have stopped governments from
forcing companies to build in backdoors,
typically citing risks to human rights and
cybersecurity.

The UK’s Home Office will likely drop its
order under US pressure, but we will not
know for sure until Apple uses its next
appearance before ajudge to say its case is
invalid. That would be an unfortunate out-
come for a fight that should have played
out publicly in court and could have putan
end to such intrusive surveillance powers
for everyone else. ©BLOOMBERG

Gaming ban: Are India’s policymakers really listening?

VIVAN SHARAN

is a policy expert at Koan
Advisory Group.

he government’s Promotion and Reg-

ulation of Online Gaming Bill, 2025,

approved by both Houses of Parlia-
ment, aims to promote e-sports and social
games while banning real money gaming
(RMG)—or games that involve stakes pur-
chased with money, directly or indirectly,
including by means of virtual assets.

The reasons cited in the bill for its RMG
ban include the social, financial, psychologi-
cal and public health harms of such games,
particularly among young individuals and
economically disadvantaged groups, apart
from the risks of financial fraud and money
laundering. The bill also notes the absence
ofadedicated institutional and legal frame-
work for the promotion of e-sports and
social gamesin India.

Asexpected, reactions are polarized. RMG
players, employees, platform founders and
investorsin thisindustry are naturally anx-
iousabout the consequences. The state, on
the other hand, has defended its decision,
stressing that the public interest outweighs

tax revenues or foreign investment flows.
There are holes in this reasoning. For
instance, Indiaisnearly at net-zero foreign
directinvestment. So, itis puzzling that the
state should clamp down on a field that’s still
attracting capital. Itisworth noting that the
Lok Sabha passed the bill without debate,
while some Rajya Sabha members wanted it
sent to a select committee for examination.
Therealissue, though, lies elsewhere: in
the gulfbetween India’s governance appara-
tusand the society it governs. Policy in India
is usually shaped by two kinds of inputs:
what politicians hear from their constituents
and what the media reports. This creates two
problems. The first relates to the fidelity of
such feedback. Imagine yourself as a law-
maker. Citizens will rarely come to you with
good news. They arrive with urgent needs:
ajob, hospital bed or relief from debt. You
are unlikely to hear the positive aspects of
digital services, whether these are linked to
employment, productivity, skilling or tech-
nological capability building. The legisla-
tor’'sroleistodiscern the causes that under-
lie anecdotal evidence of societal distress,
butin a country where one represents hun-
dreds of thousands of citizens, if not mil-
lions, one cannot pay attention to details.
Thereisanother bias. Like courts, lawmak-

ersare likely to pay more attention to gloom
and doom stories around online RMG like
indebtedness and suicides. However, such
problems often run deeper, arising from pre-
existing social or economic stress, with gam-
bling-like behaviour just an outlet. Many bad
outcomes can be traced to offshore operators
that disregard all regula-

gate data-sets that could enable us to frame
policy challenges more clearly. Too often,
decisions are made without pausing to
examine structured evidence that captures
thescale, trajectory and trade-offs involved.
Consider two data lenses: GST collections
and employment potential.

The government insists

tion. A blanket ban would = = that tax revenues should not
achieve little here. URLs PO I | Cyma kl ng dictate policy. Fair enough.
will resurface and grey But the scale and growth of
markeF actiVit.y will thrive, te nd s to go GST col'legtions from RMG
Diherbannedacivies, | WTONG WIthoUt 2 B ew GoT
wibeterpolicyrespone — unbiased - resme foranine saning
controls an.d self—excl_usion feed baCk a nd ber 2023 to M’arch 20240),
tools, require reporting of collections surged 412%
suspicious financial behav- robust data from 31,349 crore to 6,909
iour and mandate referral . crore. In 2024-25, these
helplines to address RMG anaIYSIS grew by over 200% to

addiction. Entities that fail
to comply could be penal-
ized. Instead, by sweeping away all Indian
RMG startups, the staterisks creating a vac-
uum that offshore players will probably fill
inan unending game of cat and mouse with-
out private-sector allies.

Beyond unrepresentative feedback, an
equally glaring gap is the neglect of aggre-
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320,000 crore, far outpac-

ing the 10%-odd growth in
overall GST revenues. RMG today contrib-
utes almost half as much GST as the ‘sin’
industry of tobacco products.

Employment numbers, though smaller,
are also significant. Direct and indirect
employment by the RMG industry is esti-
mated at around 200,000 people. What

stands out is not just the scale, but the quality
of its fiscal contribution. We estimate that
thisindustry contributes roughly X10 lakh by
way of direct taxes paid per employee, com-
pared to about X1,70,000 for tobacco. As a
young industry, RMG could expand employ-
ment and its tax contribution vastly if
allowed to function.

The problem of broken feedback loops
with little attention paid to high-quality data
extends beyond Parliament. The Supreme
Court’srecent directive on rounding up the
national capital region’s stray dogs is an
example. Its stance seems to have leaned
heavily on anecdotal reports of dog bites,
amplified by media reports and petitions.
Yet, there was little structured analysis:
deaths from lightning strikes exceed those
from rabies caused by dog bites; municipal
shelters are overburdened; rabies vaccines
are in short supply at most public health
facilities; and crores are owed in dues to
NGOs that shoulder the burden of animal
birth control by Delhi’s municipal authority.

Without informed assessments, the state
may continue to respond to the symptoms
rather than causes of the problems we face.
IfIndiaisto craft policies that respond to the
diverse needsand aspirations of its society,
it should revise the way it listens.



N

>

ThelndianEXPRESS

< FOUNDED By <

RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

A TIME TO DECONTROL

Reduced fertiliser availability in a bountiful monsoon year is
hurting farmers. Excessive controls are stifling fertiliser industry

NDIAN FARMERS HAVE been blessed with a good monsoon for a second consecu-

tive year. Not surprisingly, they have responded by significantly ramping up acreages

in the current kharif cropping season, especially under rice and maize. However,

their enthusiasm has been dampened by reduced fertiliser availability. Crops need
water and also nutrients for optimal plant growth and grain yields. This time, not only has
supply been insufficient to meet the increased demand from timely and well-distributed
rains, stocks of urea on August 1 were about 57 per cent lower than a year ago. The last cou-
ple of years had seen shortages of di-ammonium phosphate (DAP). This year, even ureaand
complex fertilisers are in short supply, with reports of farmers queuing up for hours before
retail outlets and still unable to procure their bare minimum requirement of bags.

The situation has been blamed largely on China, which supplied 21.5 lakh tonnes (It)
and 229 It out of India’s total 80.1 It imports of urea and 56 It of DAP respectively in 2023-
24. As imports from China plunged to just over 1 It of urea and 8.4 It of DAPin 2024-25, and
hardly any shipments so far in this fiscal, it has led to a substantial depletion of stocks. But
the government here is equally to blame. It probably didn’t anticipate the higher demand,
particularly for urea. Rice and maize areas are up 9.8 per cent and 11.8 per cent respectively
this season. Both are high nitrogen-demanding crops, unlike pulses or soyabean that re-
quire very little external urea application and whose acreages have actually fallen. Poor de-
mand assessment apart, not much effort went into sourcing more material from other sup-
pliers — be it West Asia, Russia and Nigeria for urea or Morocco, Jordan, Egypt and Tunisia
for phosphates. That complacency is hurting farmers in a bountiful monsoon year. Hopefully,
there will be fewer issues during the upcoming rabi winter planting season. The lifting of ex-
port curbs by China following the recent thaw in bilateral relations should help.

The present situation is also no less due to the excessive controls stifling India’s fertiliser
industry. Firms cannot sell urea and DAP at more than Rs 266.5 and Rs 1,350 per bag re-
spectively. The basic retail price of urea has been unchanged since November 2012, with
imports, too, allowed only through state trading enterprises. It makes these fertilisers
naturally prone to diversion and black marketing in the event of the slightest shortage.
It’s time to decontrol the sector and de-canalise urea imports. Let prices float and imports
come in freely, which will incentivise companies to increase the supply of material to
match demand. The government can maintain a minimum stock of major fertilisers to en-
able market intervention and prevent any price gouging,.

THE WRONG ANSWER

The blanket ban on online money gaming is counterproductive.
A more considered approach was needed

ith Parliament passing the Promotion and Regulation of Online

Gaming Bill, 2025, the online gaming industry has been dealt a fell

blow. The government’s rationale for imposing a complete ban on

online money games, including both games of skill and chance, and
also prohibiting advertising and promotion of such games, rests on a stated desire to ad-
dress gaming addiction, mental health issues and financial losses. Union minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw said in Parliament that, according to an estimate, 45 crore people are affected
by such games, facing a loss of more than Rs 20,000 crore. Concerns have also been raised
over some of these platforms being used for fraud and money laundering. While there can
be no disagreement on the seriousness of these problems, and on the need to tackle them,
it must be asked whether a ban is the best way out.

In an interconnected world, a ban would simply drive such activity to unregulated
and/or offshore markets, which may be beyond the jurisdiction of Indian authorities. This
will make it harder to address some of the concerns. India's history is replete with exam-
ples of how bans, prohibitions and price controls have almost never achieved the stated
objectives. The move will also have significant economic implications. As per a report
from PwCtitled “From sunrise to sunshine”, the real money gaming segment brought in
Rs 16,500 crore in revenue during 2023, which was expected to reach Rs 26,500 crore by
2028, accounting for a significant share of the online gaming market in India. Acomplete
ban will affect all companies involved in this segment — several online gaming platforms
are said to have already suspended their operations following this development — and
this will have implications for jobs, both directly and indirectly. The move will also impact
government finances. After the GST Council’s decision to impose a 28 per cent tax on on-
line gaming, revenues from the segment rose by 412 per cent in six months, reaching Rs
6,909 crore, up from Rs 1,349 crore before that. The ban, which also underlines the capri-
cious nature of policy, is likely to make capital, both domestic and foreign, more circum-
spect — as per a report from EY, total investments from both domestic and foreign sources
added up to Rs 22,931 crore between 2019-20 and December 2023.

A more considered approach was called for. A Niti Aayog draft paper in 2020 had
noted that stakeholders were in favour of a “light-touch regulatory framework for the
fantasy sports industry”. A prudent approach would veer towards providing greater reg-
ulatory clarity, putting in place mechanisms to address the concerns of the government,
ensuring adequate checks and balances in the system and establishing efficient griev-
ance redressal mechanisms.
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WORDLY WISE
THE BAN ON SPORTS BETTING DOES EXACTLY WHAT
PROHIBITION DID. IT MAKES CRIMINALS RICH.
— JAMES SUROWIECKI

Test of a rising power

India should absorb pain due to Trump’s policies, while

building domestic strength, asserting itself globally

TV PAuL

US PRESIDENT DONALD Trump'’s recent de-
cision to impose a 50 per cent tariff on Indian
goods and to reestablish strategic parity be-
tween India and Pakistan poses significant
challenges to Indian foreign policy. The situ-
ation is reminiscent of the aftermath of the
nuclear tests in 1998. These regressive
American actions may create serious obsta-
cles toIndia’s aspirations of becoming a ma-
jor power in the short and medium terms.
Yet, they may also present an opportunity for
India to pursue a more assertive and confi-
dent foreign policy posture.

The Trump administration appears to
have little appreciation for Indian sensitivi-
ties, discarding the major initiatives of its
predecessors that sought to accommodate
India as a rising power of strategic value to
Washington. India’s pursuit of strategic au-
tonomy is rooted in its ambition to become
a great power in the 21st century through a
hedging strategy aimed at achieving peace-
ful recognition of its status. By treating India
as it has treated other trading partners —
pushing them into corners in the hope they
will yield — the United States risks under-
mining a crucial partner.

Itis important to recognise that such chal-
lenges are common for rising powers, which
are often tested at different stages of their as-
cent. Established powers have strong incen-
tives to contain emerging rivals before they be-
come peer competitors, unless they serve a
useful balancing function. Historically, rising
powers often had to wage wars and endure
significant hardships to achieve their strategic
goals.In today’s era, a peaceful rise is possible,
but the processis rarely smooth. A great power
must be able both to withstand pressure and,
when necessary, to exert it on others.

The restoration of status parity between
India and Pakistan has immediate regional

The restoration of status
parity between India and
Pakistan has immediate
regional consequences.
Pakistan’s elite has a history
of drawing misguided
lessons from past conflicts.
Today, Field Marshal Asim
Munir may similarly be
tempted to pursue
provocative actions,
convinced that Chinese
weaponry and perceived
backing from Washington
and Beijing tilt the balance
in Pakistan’s favour.

consequences. Pakistan’s elite has a history
of drawing misguided lessons from past
conflicts. Believing in fleeting opportunities,
it has launched provocations — as in 1965
and during the Kargil conflict — under the
false assumption that American and Chinese
support would follow. In 1965, US-supplied
offensive weapons encouraged Pakistan’s
belief in its military superiority, spurring a
disastrous miscalculation. Today, Field
Marshal Asim Munir may similarly be
tempted to pursue provocative actions, con-
vinced that Chinese weaponry and per-
ceived backing from both Washington and
Beijing tilt the balance in Pakistan’s favour.
For India, heightened conflict with
Pakistan and China carries another cost:
Constraints on military spending. With active
threats on two borders, India’s ability to ex-
pand its naval power may suffer, delaying its
ambitions to develop a true blue-water navy.
In the short term, US “status games” will
hurt India. But great powers must be able to
absorb pain while also imposing costs on
others. To do so, India must continue
strengthening its economy so that, like China,
it becomes capable of leveraging economic
interdependence to influence global actors.
Meanwhile, India should intensify its out-
reach to American policymakers, employing
lobbyists and cultivating influencers to re-
shape the narrative in Washington. It must
emphasise the risks for the US of alienating
India, particularly the possibility of driving it
closer to a China-Russia partnership. India
should also generate innovative proposals
with BRICS partners and within other forums
such as the G20, while accelerating trade ne-
gotiations with a wider range of states.
At the same time, India must recognise
that Trump’s agenda of restoring American
primacy will bring additional pressures not

just on India but also on BRICS partners and
US allies alike. New Delhi’s multi-alignment
strategy should, therefore, be recalibrated
to make BRICS more effective, beyond its
current role as a talking shop. Gradual but
deliberate efforts should also be made to
expand the role of non-dollar currencies in
global trade and finance, including the
Indian rupee.

Indiais not alone in this predicament. US
allies such as Canada are also grappling with
Trump’s realpolitik-driven pursuit of anim-
perial-style global order. Even if India were
toaccommodate Trump’s demands, it would
still struggle to appease him fully given his
mercurial style. The most pragmatic ap-
proach, therefore, is to weather the storm:
Intensify lobbying efforts in Washington, en-
gage with key Republicans who may influ-
ence the administration, and, most impor-
tantly, implement economic and social
reforms at home to attract global investment.

As I argue in my recent book, The
Unfinished Quest: India’s Search for Major
Power Status from Nehru to Modi, Indian for-
eign policy has withstood decades of US
pressure, often aimed at confining it to a
purely regional role. Yet, the US has also, at
times, accepted an assertive India. It is possi-
ble that a future administration in
Washington will again adopt a more accom-
modating stance. To ensure it can withstand
current pressures, however, India must use
this moment to build domestic strength and
emerge as a truly indispensable global player.

The writer is Distinguished James McGill
Professor in the Department of Political
Science at McGill University, Canada, and
author of The Unfinished Quest: India’s
Search for Major Power Status

from Nehru to Modi

DreATH OF THE CRITIC

We bury her with unease. What takes her place is not democracy but algorithm

AISHWARYA KHOSLA

DEARREADER, IT is with a heavy heart that
we announce the death of the Critic. She
had been symptomatic since the invention
of the internet, muttering “to be, or not to
be”, but she took a turn for the worse after
the emergence of social media. She is sur-
vived by her distant relatives, including the
Substack essayist, the YouTube vlogger, the
TikTok teen, and the Instagram aesthete.
None of them will admit kinship. Each in-
sists they are different, authentic, closer to
“the people”.

In her lifetime, the Critic was both re-
viled and revered. She led a complicated
life. She was (pardon me, but it is only fit-
ting to be honest if a bit indelicate for a
critic's remembrance) not much loved.
Whether she wrote a favourable review or
a scathing one, she was bound to be bom-
barded with allegations of being bought,
biased, or just mad. Artistes resented her,
readers suspected her, publishers tolerated
her only when she was useful. “Parasite”,
“snob”, these were among the kinder epi-
thets. “Those who cannot do, critique,” they
would say snidely behind her back. But, in
moments of crisis, when art seemed too
strange or too new, it was the Critic who
explained, mediated, and defended.

Inheryouth(the 1950s and '60s), the Critic
positively flourished. Kenneth Tynan of The
Observer discovered playwrights suchas John
Osborne (Look Back in Anger), Clement
Greenberg made Jackson Pollock possible,and
Pauline Kael’s “witty, biting, highly opinion-
ated and sharply focused” film reviews made
The New Yorker essential reading.

Even before this, giants such as Matthew
Arnold argued that criticism should seek out
“the best that is known and thought in the
world”, and T S Eliot declared that criticism

But alas, the Critic grew old.
As the elderly are wont to, she
demanded deference just as
the culture stopped deferring.
Roland Barthes had famously
declared the “death of the
author”. The public, it turned
out, was happy to declare the
death of the Critic. Once
upon a time, only the Critic
could have a column, but now
everyone does. “We are all
critics now, as Ronan
McDonald put it in his book
‘The Death of the Critic’.

had two functions: “Elucidation of works of
art” and “correction of taste”. He believed that
“honest criticism... is directed not upon the
poet but upon the poetry”, and that the critic,
“if heis tojustify his existence, should endeav-
our to discipline his personal prejudices and
cranks”. For Arnold, Eliot, and their heirs, crit-
icism was a creative act, inand of itself. Writing
areview was an art, a form of literature. It is
no accident that literary criticism remains a
mandatory course in most university syllabi.
After all, culture without criticism is like a li-
brary without catalogues.

But alas, the Critic grew old. As the eld-
erly are wont to, she demanded deference
justas the culture stopped deferring. Roland
Barthes had famously declared the “death of
the author”. The public, it turned out, was
happy to declare the death of the Critic. Once
upon a time, only the Critic could have a col-
umn, but now everyone does. “We are all
critics now,” as Ronan McDonald put it in his
book The Death of the Critic.

Whether Amazon reviews, BookTok,
Bookstagram, or Substack, judgement is
everywhere. BookTok can sell more copies in
a week than The Times Literary Supplement
manages in a year. Bookstagram has made
book jackets more important than the books.
Substack newsletters promise “honest, unfil-
tered” thoughts. YouTube offers 20-minute
“monthly wrap-ups” in which earnest 20-
somethings hold up fantasy trilogies with the
solemnity once reserved for Ulysses.

The brooding ghost of the Critic would have
to admit (even if begrudgingly) that her
usurpers have energy. They build communi-
ties, make books feel exciting; they draw in
readers who might never read a review. But
enthusiasmis not the same as evaluation. The
Critic, bless her, believed in standards. She truly

believed some works were better than others,
and that it was her duty to make the case.

Without her, who will tell us to persist with
the baffling novel, to try the poet who resists
us, to see beyond our limited taste?
Algorithms flatter us with more of the same.
The Critic annoyed us precisely because she
would not flatter. She insisted the unfamiliar
might matter. She dragged us, heels digging
in, away from what is comfortable.

It is tempting to say good riddance. After
all, the Critic could be pompous, prejudiced,
and occasionally disastrous. But as we consign
her to the grave, let us remember the role she
played in keeping culture more than com-
merce. Would Waiting for Godot have survived
its disastrous opening nights without Harold
Hobson championing it? Would Virginia
Woolf have found readers without sympa-
thetic explicators? The Critic was often wrong,
but sometimes, crucially, right.

And so we bury her with unease. Forwhat
rises in her place is not democracy but an al-
gorithm. In the Critic’s absence, the loudest
voices win. Bestseller lists grow narrower,
dominated by viral trends. Independent
presses, innovative writers,and awkward ge-
niuses risk drowning in the din.

Remember the Critic when you encounter
abook that resists you. Remember her when
you feel algorithms nudging you toward more
of the same. Remember that art is not always
easy, and that sometimes we need someone
to argue for its worth.

The Associated Press’s decision to end
weekly book reviews marks not just an edito-
rial shift but a cultural burial. No flowers,
please. Hashtags will be just fine.

The Critic is dead. Long live criticism.

aishwarya.khosla@indianexpress.com
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AXALIS NEXT LEADER

TOP AKALI LEADERS failed to reach a con-
sensus on an interim successor to the assas-
sinated party chief, Harchand Singh
Longowal. Both sides, one with SGPC chief
G S Tohra and the other with former CM
Parkash Singh Badal, are anxious to have an
interim party setup in view of the election,s
and there are indications that once the
jathedars elect an acting president or con-
venor, he will be accepted by all.

SRI LANKA DEADLOCK

INDIA IS PRESSING Sri Lanka to come for-
ward with a more comprehensive and ac-
ceptable set of proposals which would help

epaper.indianexpress.com

break the current deadlock in Colombo’s ne-
gotiations with Tamil groups. Foreign
Secretary Romesh Bhandari, at a meeting
with the leader of the Sri Lankan delegation,
Hector Jayewardene, is believed to have em-
phasised the urgent need for such an initia-
tive. Tamil militant groups had rejected the
proposals last week as being “inadequate and
far short of meeting the aspirations of the
Tamils of the island”.

KANISHKA INQUIRY

JUSTICE BN Kirpal, inquiring into the Kanishka
crash, has said it might be necessary to extract
the main structure of the Air India jumbo jet
from the ocean bed to determine the exact
cause of the disaster. During his meetings with

experts, it was felt that if Kanishka had ex-
ploded at a height of 31,000 feet, at which it
was flying when it lost contact with the
Shannon control tower in Ireland, its wreckage
would have been strewn over an area of sev-
eral hundred kilometres. But the wreckage
was inan area of a few kilometres, which sug-
gests it exploded at 10,000 feet or less.

ASSAM ELECTORAL ROLLS

THE ELECTION COMMISSION has extended
time up to September 27 for filing claims and
objections in Assembly constituencies in
Assam where the electoral rolls have not yet
been finalised. In the cases where the rolls
have been finalised, a month’s time has been
given to file claims and objections.

. . . Ahmedabad
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An overwhelmed humanity

Transformative technologies, left unregulated and unchecked,
may gradually dumb us down as a species

VIKRAM PATEL

HOW OUR SOCIALworld shapes our brains s
the mostimportant discovery in the science of
human development. This is best illustrated
by two classic bodies of research. The first was
aseries of experiments conducted in newborn
animals, usually mice, in which one eye was
sewn shut, depriving the brain of visual stim-
uli from the external world from that one eye
during a critical period of brain development.
When the eyelid was later reopened, nerve
recordings in response to visual stimuli
showed that far fewer neurons activated in
the deprived eye, while parts of the brain’s vi-
sual cortex representing the open eye grew
substantially. These experiments vividly
demonstrated that visual experience relies
not juston the anatomy of the eye (which was
normal in both eyes) but stimulation of the
brain circuits responsible for interpreting vi-
sual stimuli. Without these stimuli, the neural
pathways, while physically intact, were func-
tionally dead. Thisis the essence of what neu-
roscientists refer to as the plasticity of the
brain; quite simply, the brain’s structure and
functions are shaped by experience.

But does this phenomenon extend to hu-
mans and, in particular, to adults whose
brains were, for so long, considered to be
static or, worse, to be condemned to suffer an
inexorable decline with age? The iconic
London taxi-driver study was conducted in
the early 2000s, at which time the drivers
were required to memorise the city’s intri-
cate network of 25,000+ streets and use this
mental map to navigate their passengers on
unpredictably different journeys several
times a day. Using brain imaging, scientists
showed that this intensive spatial memory
work led to local enlargement of the poste-
rior hippocampus of the brain, with changes
strongly correlating to time spent navigating
without external aids; in comparison, driv-
ers who followed the same driving route re-
peatedly, such as bus drivers, showed no
changes. This study not only demonstrated
that repeated activation of specific regions of
the brain by challenging cognitive tasks led
to structural changes in the brain in humans,
but that adult brains also showed neural plas-
ticity. Of course, this also explains why speech
therapy can help a person regain speech after
a stroke even in late life.

Thus, science shows unequivocally that
experience is essential for the brain to evolve
its capabilities in diverse respects, from sen-
sory perception and motor coordination tore-
membering things and making complex de-
cisions. It also showed that failure to use these
capabilities regularly can lead to the shutting
down of entire brain regions. So, what's my
point? That we should pause and ponder on
how the takeover of our lives by digital appli-
cations, which have totally disrupted the way
our brains interact with the environment,
might shape our brains and, ultimately, our
capabilities. This thought was triggered by a
recentdinner. It was atarestaurant had gone

to several times but [ had begun to rely on
Google Maps to guide me. The directions be-
ing proposed on this occasion were clearly ab-
surd, taking me through narrow residential
streets that had never driven through before.
ButIfelt compelled to follow those directions
and, at one point, I found myself totally lost.
And then I remembered another ability  had
lost: Torecall phone numbers of even my clos-
est family members (embarrassingly, includ-
ing my wife). It seemed that my cognitive abil-
ities to navigate spaces and remember things
had been seriously impaired and this was un-
related to ageing. I wondered if these losses
might be attributable to my growing depend-
ence on digital apps supposedly designed to
make my life easier.

The science of brain plasticity is showing
that we are, in fact, losing a range of abilities,
notjust spatial orientation and navigation, but
the ability to remember things and concen-
trate (no wonder newspaper reading is col-
lapsing worldwide, especially in young peo-
ple who were born into the digital age and
whose brains never even had a chance to
evolve the abilities [ was fortunate todevelop),
and even our abilities to interact with other hu-
mans, regulate our emotions and plan for the
future. As one example, habitual reliance on
GPS navigation decreases activity in the brain’s
centres responsible for spatial memory and
navigation. Psychological science is demon-
strating that our shrinking attention spans,
catalysed by the rapid-fire bursts of short text
andimages on social media platforms, are pro-
foundly affecting our social behaviours, ren-
dering us less likely to make or stick to plans,
make real-life commitments and to engage
with other humans. And thus, the greatest par-
adox of our times: While the internet suppos-
edly helped connect humanity, it was also as-
sociated with an epidemic of loneliness.

These cumulative losses manifest in many
ways, not least a deterioration in our mental
health that has led governments around the
world to impose strict regulations on inter-
net use and, in particular, social media, for
children and adolescents, whose brains are
the most plastic. But now, with the advent of
large language models (LLMs) and generative

It may well be that the
generation of humans born in
the new millennium will be
distinguished from our
ancestors in fundamental
ways, with virtually no ability
to map the world, remember
basic information, synthesise
knowledge and arrive ata
decision. If these are the very
features which distinguish us
from our closest cousins in
the animal kingdom, then will
our brains wither to the extent
that we will cease to be
human? Contrary to the hype
which accompanied the arrival
of these transformative
technologies as empowering
humans, they may well
become our enslavers.

CR Sasikumar

Al, our most sophisticated capabilities to
search for information, to synthesiseitand to
write are gradually being delegated to ma-
chines. Even more insidious is how conver-
sational agents are replacing the need for in-
teracting with real humans, offering easy
pathways to engage in meaningful encoun-
ters that never disappoint you. What might
this do to the essential skills that young peo-
ple need to learn which enable them to es-
tablish long-term relationships? As the world
wakes up to the spectre of unprecedented
population decline, we should be even more
worried about how Al may lead to fewer in-
timate relationships in the future.

It may well be that the generation of hu-
mans born in the new millennium will be dis-
tinguished from our ancestors in fundamen-
tal ways, with virtually no ability to map the
world, remember basic information, synthe-
sise knowledge and arrive at a decision. If
these are the very features which distinguish
us from our closest cousins in the animal king-
dom, then will our brains wither to the extent
that we will cease to be human? Contrary to
the hype which accompanied the arrival of
these transformative technologies as empow-
ering humans, they may well become our en-
slavers. Indeed, while the Al doomsday
prophets focus on technology overtaking hu-
manity through undermining democracy and
becoming completely autonomous, I fear that
Alwill overwhelm humanity by rendering us
incapable of doing the most mundane tasks,
gradually dumbing us down in perpetuity.

In the absence of any policy interventions
to protect humankind from the perils of these
technologies, it is up to each of us to do what
we can. My resolution, then, is to be mindful
of how and when I use digital apps (thank-
fully, some protective instinct had already en-
sured that I never acquired a social media
presence). IfI can muster the willpower, Imay
even switch off the internet connection on my
phone until I really need it. In the end, that
might well be the only way to preserve the
essence of what makes us human.

The writer is the Paul Farmer Professor of
Global Health at Harvard Medical School
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India, China, a reform detficit

Both economies show reluctance to address structural shortcomings

ISHAN BAKSHI

FOR MORE THAN a decade now, the com-
mon refrain has been that while India needs
to increase the investment rate in the coun-
try, China needs to rebalance its economy
away from investments towards domestic
consumption, with household spending ac-
counting for a greater share.

Both these countries have, for more than
adecade, been helmed by leaders who have
enjoyed and exercised power in a way that
not many before them have. Yet, strangely,
both these leaders, who sit at the top of their
party structures in two diametrically oppo-
site political systems, have been unable to —
or are perhaps unwilling to — steer their
economies in the needed direction. In India,
animal spirits remain caged, with the corpo-
rate sector reluctant to invest, while in China,
consumer confidence is close to historic lows.

It is not as if the ruling dispensation in
India can be faulted for not taking steps to
increase investments and boost manufac-
turing. It has, for instance, put in place the
production-linked incentive schemes and
introduced a lower tax rate for new manu-
facturing facilities, while also ramping up
public investments, hoping to kickstart a
private investment cycle. However, there
are few indications of a pickup. In fact, signs
point to domestic private capital flowing
out of the country. Equally worrying is that
manufacturing and investment activity
have remained extremely concentrated. In
2022-23, four states — Gujarat,
Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu and Karnataka —
accounted for about half of manufacturing
value added in the country.

The challenge toraise the share of manu-
facturing — in the absence of a broader man-
ufacturing pickup, an investment boom is un-
likely — is not peculiar to this government.
During the UPA’s tenure, the National
Manufacturing Policy aimed to raise the share
of manufacturing to 25 per cent of GDP by
2022.The current dispensation has seta sim-
ilar target. But the sector’s share has more or
less remained the same (at constant prices).

The government now appears to have
pivoted away from focusing on investments
to boosting consumption via tax giveaways,
first by lowering personal income taxes, and
now by looking to bring down taxes under
GST, an approach that only imposes further
fiscal constraints on the state to spend on
public goods.

In the case of China, rather than attempt-
ing to rebalance, Beijing appears to have dou-
bled down on its investment-export strat-
egy. The few steps it has taken to support
consumption have been modest at best.
President Xi Jinping’s focus has been on de-
veloping new, quality productive forces in
high-tech industries, while not neglecting
traditional industries. The result: China's in-
vestment-to-GDP ratio stands at around 40
per cent, its exports have risen to $3.58 tril-
lion, and its trade surplus touched almost
$1 trillion in 2024.

The varying approaches to the economy
also find reflection in the differing strategies
the two countries have adopted towards
their exchange rates.

Officially, the RBI does not target the
level of the rupee. But, by repeatedly inter-

vening in the markets to stem the cur-
rency’s fall, the exchange rate management
strategy — S&P Global has classified it as a
“stabilised arrangement”, a type of soft peg
— has tended to adversely impact export
competitiveness, while ensuring cheap im-
ports and boosting household purchasing
power. But this approach does mean that
the trillion-dollar targets set for the econ-
omy are more achievable.

On the other hand, China’s currency
management has, in the past, run in the op-
posite direction. An undervalued currency
aids export competitiveness, while keeping
imports expensive and reducing the pur-
chasing power of households.

Rebalancing the Chinese economy away
from investment towards consumption
would impose costs — growth would slow
down as the economy adjusts — that the
country’s leadership seems reluctant to bear,
oddly, in a political system that, unlike a
democracy, does not give its citizens a regu-
lar channel to express dissatisfaction.

But, in India, where citizen backlash is
captured through the never-ending cycle of
elections, the costs of muted investment
growth, which results in poor job creation
and subdued wage growth, find reflection in
the political calculus via populist measures
embraced to assuage discontent.

However, the pivot towards cash trans-
fers — a recent report has pegged uncondi-
tional cash transfers at almost 1 per cent of
GDP — and the emphasis on other populist
and welfarist policies is in contrast to China,
where Xi has been quite forthright on the ap-
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proach to be adopted. “To promote common
prosperity, we cannot engage in ‘welfarism,”
he has said, adding that “it is unsustainable to
engage in ‘welfarism’ that exceeds our capa-
bilities. It will inevitably bring about serious
economic and political problems.”

Only structural reforms can address the
structural issues in the two economies.
China’s challenges revolve around overin-
vestment and excess capacity, low house-
hold consumption and high savings, an age-
ing population and high debt levels, while
India's problems centre around subdued in-
vestment activity, which runs alongside the
deepening capital intensity of production, a
growing workforce that faces inadequate job
opportunities in the non-farm sector, low
household savings, high levels of informal-
ity and low productivity.

While addressing these issues is harder
than many appreciate, in recent years, it does
seem that the policy focus in both countries
has shifted away from prioritising growth.
And so, in the absence of deep reforms, China
persists with its debt-fuelled investment-ex-
port-led model of growth, the limits of which
are being tested in a world that is either un-
able or unwilling to absorb its excess capac-
ity, while India, in the face of sluggish man-
ufacturing and investment growth,
continues to rely on domestic consumption,
fuelled by debt and tax giveaways.

The question is whether the required pol-
icy changes can be engineered or if the laws of
path dependency will make progress difficult.

ishan.bakshi@expressindia.com
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Trump, who claimed to want to limit China’s global influence, in reality is actually

bolstering it through his erratic foreign policy.”

Political
by

— LEMONDE, FRANCE
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Constitution (130th Amendment) Bill frames a
welcome new principle: Government cannot be

run from jail, accountab

(GAURAV BHATIA

UNION HOME MINISTER Amit Shah tabled
the Constitution (130th Amendment) Bill
in Parliament, a move that has sparked
fierce opposition. But it has also renewed
hope for higher standards in Indian poli-
tics. This Bill provides that if a minister is
arrested and is in custody for 30 consecu-
tive days in connection with serious of-
fences, he or she shall cease to hold office
until released.

The Bill reflects the collective will of the
country and the vision of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. He declared his commit-
ment to accountability and integrity with
the words: “Na khaunga, na khane doonga”.
The 130th Amendment is a natural exten-
sion of that promise. It institutionalises the
principle thatleadership must be clean and
that governance must reflect the highest
ethical standards. Under PM Modi’s lead-
ership, the new governance principle is that
the government cannot be run from
jail. Accountability cannot be postponed
till conviction.

BRAmbedkar warned that democracy
inIndia would depend not just on constitu-
tional provisions but on the moral fabric of
those who hold office: “However good a
constitution may be, it is sure to turn out
bad because those who are called to work
it happen to be a bad lot. However bad a
constitution may be, it may turn out to be
good if those who are called to work it hap-
pen to be a good lot.”

A minister takes an oath to uphold the
Constitution and the law. When such a
minister is held in custody;, it signifies that
serious charges are under judicial consid-
eration. Continuing in office during this pe-
riod creates a conflict of interest between
personal legal defence and public duty,and
public faith in government suffers irrepara-
ble damage. Ordinary government em-
ployees are suspended once taken into cus-
tody for a period of more than 48 hours.
Why then should ministers, who wield far
greater power, be treated differently?

Amit Shah was targeted during
Congress’s rule. When summoned, he re-
signed from office, despite political persecu-
tion. By doing so, he set a high moral bench-
mark. He was later discharged by the courts
of the country. Similarly, Lal Krishna Advani,
when accused in the Jain Hawala case, re-
signed as MP until his name was cleared.
His statement, “I will not return until proved
innocent,” continues to inspire.

Contrast this with political conduct to-
day. Arvind Kejriwal ran his government
fromjail for six months. The Delhi High Court,
while hearing a petition for the removal of
Satyendar Jain, an incarcerated minister in
Kejriwal’s cabinet, observed, “Even though
the court cannot sit in judgement of what is
good or bad, it certainly can remind constitu-
tional functionaries to preserve, protect and
promote the ethos of our Constitution. There

ility cannot be postponed

is a presumption that the Chief Minister
would be well advised and guided by such
constitutional principles.” Another example
is former DMK minister Senthil Balaji, who
refused to resign despite being in custody;,
compelling the Supreme Court toreprimand
his continuance.

These incidents expose the urgent need
for codified discipline. The Bill ensures that
morality is not left to individual choice but
becomes a constitutional mandate. Itis ev-
ident that there exists a vacuum around
how to deal with detained and arrested con-
stitutional and elected ministers holding
public offices. The Supreme Court and high
courts have also made serious observations
regarding the need to fill in these gaps.

Many legislators face serious criminal
charges, from corruption to organised
crime. The Bill attempts to strike a balance
between frivolous arrests and genuine
judicial scrutiny. Being held in prolonged
judicial custody is never casual; it means
the judiciary has found strong grounds
for arrest. Thus, the provision helps
cleanse politics without undermining
democratic representation.

The Bill builds upon existing constitu-
tional architecture: Articles 75(1B) and
164(1B) disqualify defectors from holding
ministerial office. Articles 102 and 191 dis-
qualify MPs/MLAs upon conviction.

The Supreme Court in Manoj Narula vs
Union of India (2014) observed, “... it can
always be legitimately expected... the
Prime Minister, while living up to the trust
reposed in him, would consider not
choosing a person with criminal an-
tecedents against whom charges have
been framed for heinous or serious crim-
inal offences or charges of corruption to
become a Minister of the Council of
Ministers. This is what the Constitution
suggests, and that is the constitutional ex-
pectation from the Prime Minister.”

The 130th Amendment does exactly
this: It fills the vacuum between arrest and
conviction, upholding the doctrine of con-
stitutional propriety. Critics argue that the
Billis harsh. But a closer look proves other-
wise. The provision only ensures tempo-
rary removal. Once released, the minister
can be reappointed. The presumption of in-
nocence remains intact.

Opponents argue the provision could
be misused politically. But this claim does
not hold ground: Custody is subject to ju-
dicial scrutiny. Prolonged custody (30
days) cannot happen without judicial sat-
isfaction. The Bill applies uniformly across
parties. The PM'’s office has also been kept
within the purview of the law. Thus,
rather than being draconian, it creates a
level playing field.

The 130th Constitution Amendment
Billis not against any person or party.Itisa
mirror to Indian politics: A choice between
clean governance and the defence of crim-
inality. It honours the Constituent
Assembly’s vision, the examples of leaders
like Advani and Amit Shah, and the
Supreme Court’s call for propriety. As HM
Shah stated while introducing the Bill, its
purpose is simple yet profound: To raise
the moral level of public discourse and re-
store the dignity of governance.

The writer is senior advocate and
national spokesperson, BJP

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

BALANCED APPROACH

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Think it
through’ (IE, August 23). The Supreme
Court’s modified order on stray dogs of-
fers a more balanced approach to a di-
visive issue. But rules are only as good as
their implementation. Municipal au-
thorities now face the challenge of scal-
ing up sterilisation drives, vaccination
and public awareness campaigns.
Equally crucialis the SC's ban on feeding
strays in public spaces, with instruc-
tions to create designated feeding
zones. The civic bodies must act swiftly
to set up such spaces.

Khokan Das, Kolkata

CULTURAL ICON

THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘Mohali:
Mortal remains of actor Jaswinder
Bhalla consigned to flames’ (IE, August
24).The demise of Jaswinder Bhalla has
cast a shadow over Punjab’s cultural
landscape. Bhalla was an educator, a
mentor, a voice of satire, and a beacon
of Punjabi humour grounded in sharp
social insight. The Punjabi entertain-
ment industry now faces the urgent
challenge of preserving Bhalla’s legacy
amid shifting tastes and commercial
pressures. We must revisit the values he
championed: Satire rooted in truth, hu-
mour that reflects community life, and
art that educates even as it entertains.
Baani Bhabha, Ambala

HARNESSING Al

THIS IS WITH reference to the article,
‘Enabler, not disruptor’ (IE, August 23).
The authors rightly highlight the crucial
distinction between automation and
augmentation in the future of work, as
well as the need to embed Al competen-
ciesinschools and universities. As an ed-
ucator, my experience shows that Al lit-
eracy is now indispensable. If viewed
only as automation, Al's transformative
roleis curtailed. Integrated in education,
however, can augment employability,
empower small businesses, and drive
inclusive growth.

Sarita, Delhi

NEED FOR AUTONOMY

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Reforming
the steel frame’ (IE, August 23). I dis-
agree with the writer, and in fact, there
is a need to reduce ministerial control
over administration to foster better gov-
ernance. Greater independence allows
administrators to operate based on ex-
pertise. It promotes the direct account-
ability of individual civil servants to fos-
ter a culture of responsibility. Stronger
legislative and judicial oversight can
keep a check on the executive, avoiding
ministerial overreach, while adminis-
trative bodies must be allowed to oper-
ate by striking the right balance be-
tween constraints and autonomy.
Vaibhav Goyal, Chandigarh

-. . Ahmedabad
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WHY ASADUDDIN OWAISI

Hyderabad MP and the current
President of All India Majlis-e-
lttehadul Muslimeen (AIMIM)
Asaduddin Owaisi, 56,
punches muchabove his
electoral heft bothinside and
outside Parliament. A barrister
from London’s Lincoln’sInn, he
isone of the fiercest critics of
the Narendra Modi
governmentin the Opposition

ON THE RECENT BILLS

These three Bills are
making the Executive
very powerful, violating
the principle of separation
of powers, which is part of
the basic structure... I feel
this was the 1933 Gestapo
moment in Indian

political history

ON A SHIFT INHIS IMAGE POST
PAHALGAM ATTACK SPEECHES

You don'’t speak for a
country so that some
Johnny would like you.
You don't speak against
a barbaric attack, which
happened in Pahalgam,
to appease some leader
Or some organisation

ranks and has slammed the
threeamendment bills
introduced in Parliament.
Known for hisfiery oratory and
forceful political rhetoric,
Owaisiisamong the few MPs
who make powerfuland well-
researched interventionsin
Parliament. He was also part of
international delegations post
Operation Sindoor

‘For so-called secular parties, we are only good
for iftar parties, Ajmer chadar... (today) anyone
can marginalise the Muslim community’

AIMIM Party Chief and MP Asaduddin Owaisi on allegations of vote chori, Modi 3.0 and lack of Muslim leadership at the national
level. The conversation was moderated by Manoj CG, Chief of Bureau (Politics), The Indian Express

Manoj CG: On the last day of the
Monsoon session, except for the debate
on Operation Sindoor, there was not
much business. The disruptions
continue while the government passes
bills without taking question hours or
where the MPs have an opportunity

to grill the government.

If the Parliament functions, itis good for
our democracy. We owe our duty to the
people of India who voted for us and made
us MPs. So the Opposition has a very impor-
tantrole to play in asking pointed questions
to the government and exposing it. And if
Parliament doesn’t function, the biggest
beneficiary is the ruling party. But some-
times the Opposition will have to oppose
certainimportantissues evenif the govern-
ment does not want to debate. When this
discussion on Operation Sindoor took place,
after all the debates and speeches, the gov-
ernment was on the backfoot. Itwas unable
to answer certain questions. It is unfortu-
nate that Parliament has not functioned and > >
this government has an expertise in pass-
ing important bills in the dead of the night 4
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Manoj CG: Doyou see any difference in
Modi 3.0in Parliament?

There’s nodifference whetheritis 2014,
2019 or 2024. They are as aggressive in
terms of implementing their ideology and
achieving their Hindutva goals. The reason
is that the parties that are supporting the
BJP, whether itis TDP, JDU, Chirag Paswan'’s
party( (Lok Janshakti Party (Ram Vilas)) —
they are not able to establish their impor-
tance. That is why BJP feels that it can go
ahead. In fact, I read today that even their
allies didn’t know that they were going to
bring those three bills.

Manoj CG: You were one of the MPs
whoraised objections to the
introduction of the three bills — The
Constitution (130th Amendment) Bill,
Government of Union Territories
(Amendment) Billand the Jammu and
Kashmir Reorganisation (Amendment)
Bill. What are your main concerns?

This practice of sending bills to the MPs
at12.30 am should change. To sit and read
and then speak to some lawyers who know
what it is and then file a notice to oppose
their introduction — it becomes very diffi-
cult. But the important thing, forwhichIhad
given a notice to oppose, was that this vio-
lates the theory of separation of powers. The
Executive would be taking over the role of
Legislature. These three bills are making the
Executive very powerful. Secondly, it un-
dermines our democracy, wherein as a
minister one is answerable to the people of
that state. Now here you are answerable to,
whatI call the unelected dictators — the bu-
reaucrats. And thirdly, can any state govern-
ment take a decision, which, in their opin-
ion, is a populist decision? The bureaucrats
will refuse. And lastly, you have Article 74(1)
in the Constitution that says that the
President should act on the aid and advice
of the Council of Ministers. The Constitution
says this. This bill says that the President can
remove the PM. And wherever the gover-
nor is appointed by the Executive and any
decision which any government takes,
whichis unpalatable to the Executive, then
you have ED, CBI, IT entering into it. The
main heads of all these organisations are
appointed by the Executive. So you can ex-
pect disaster. This was the 1933 Gestapo
moment in Indian political history.

Vikas Pathak: There is aline of thought
that Muslims in India feel cornered but
your politics ends up in seats where
Muslims are in good population and
divides the Muslim vote. Do you agree?

No, I am ready to debate with anyone
who is making this claim. How is it that my
contesting is helping X or Y? It has no role.
The data tells you that the NDA Alliance is
getting 50 per cent of the polled Hindu
votes. Muslims are not only marginalised
socially and educationally but also politi-
cally. The real question is how do you stop
BJP from getting that much of the majority
community votes? It is not me but if they
want to give me the credit,|amready toac-
ceptitbecause that makes me more impor-
tant in Indian politics. But the real issue is
this: evenin Seemanchal last time, we were
part of this alliance with Babu Singh
Kushwaha. We were given 19 seats. We
won five. In the remaining six, the R]D al-
liance won. And evenif youadd up the votes
which our candidate got, that would not
have helped the NDA alliance.The remain-
ing nine were won by the NDA alliance. Our
votes would not have really helped the R|D
alliance to win. Now we have this debate
about chori. Who stole my four MLAs? And
when the same thing happened to the Shiv
Sena and then in Karnataka, Madhya
Pradesh, it was called a murder of democ-
racy. But you take away my four MLAs. Is
that an act of Gandhianism?

Asaduddin Owaisi (right) in conversation with Manoj CG, Chief of National Bureau (Politics) Tashi Tobgyal
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Asad Rehman: Rahul Gandhi hasbeen
raising allegations of vote chori. There
was a large protest in Delhi. Where is
your party on these allegations?

Our state president in Bihar, Akhtarul
Iman, is a petitioner in the Supreme Court.
Before the campaign started, all Opposition
parties, including the BJP candidate and
some Congress leaders, went to the Election
Commission (EC) and said that in
Hyderabad Parliament constituency and
one Assembly segment, where our MLA
was there, these things have happened. So
the EC took the media to three places with
video cameras. There were more than 96
per cent voters living there and EC wrote a
letter saying that you have given a false
complaint. So I used that letter in the elec-
tion campaign to show them what theyare
doing. If SIR (Special Intensive Revision)
happens and if names of genuine voters are
not included, then there will be questions
raised about their citizenship. If you read
the instructions given by the ECto Electoral
Registration Officer (ERO), they are that if
you find someone suspicious or you don’t
find them after three visits, you give it tothe
ERO and he in turn can inform the compe-
tent authority under the Citizenship Act
1955. So, for me, SIR is important. And our
experience of Bihar tells us that the major-
ity of Muslim names are being excluded or
notincluded. Thatis very worrisome.

Jatin Anand: You were part of the
international delegations post
Operation Sindoor. There have been
questions on whether India was able to
sustain the narrative of war against
Pakistan after the Pahalgam attack.
Indian government should have spoken
tointernational journalists immediately af-
ter May 7. They didn’t do it for reasons bet-
ter known to them. The delegation, which
Iwas part of, was headed by Baijayant Panda
and wherever we went — from Bahrainand
Kuwait to Saudi Arabia and Algeria — we
were very well received. All these countries
were telling us, why don’t you speak to
Pakistan? So we told them that we had spo-
ken to them in the past — after 26/11 and
then during the attack on Air Force base
(2016 Pathankot attack). In fact, I criticised
the PM for inviting ISI to the air base but
nothing came out. I cannot speak of the oth-
ers butinour delegation, we were success-
ful in putting forward India’s viewpoint.

Deeptiman Tiwary: Most parties, in the
past 10 years, have been shy of talking
about Muslims. Do you think BJP’s
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Hindu politics has changed Hindi
heartland’s minority politics? Or has
talking about minorities become
difficult for mainstream parties?

This whole politics, unfortunately, did-
n'tstart from 2014. It has always been there.
But after 2014, it took a very definite and
concrete shape. So in the present political
environment, many parties who call them-
selves secular are very reluctant to talk
about the issues pertaining to the biggest
minority of this country. And youdon’tfind
them talking about the verdict that came
on the train blast. In fact, some
leaders of the Congress party said
that the government should ap-
peal. You don’t find them talking
about the second Malegaon ver-
dict or the recent Nagpur exoner-
ation of those eight youths. If you E
are reluctant to talk about injus-

have a Muslim MP. The other parties have
only made us showboys. We are only there
to show that these people are secular. And
we are only good for holding iftar parties,
taking a chadar of flowers to Ajmer Sharif.
We have been reduced to this symbolism.
That is why I had said in UP ‘Kab tak aap
dari bichhayenge? Neta baniye’ (Till when
will you lay out the durries? Become a
leader). No one wants to. When I talk of
political empowerment of Muslims, it is
looked atinavery weird way. Why is it that
you have fewer number of Muslim MPs?
Itis not because of Muslims who
don’t have enlightened leader-
E ship, it is because some people
are not enlightened in terms of
accepting the spirit of the
Constitution.They have forgotten
the independence struggle. We
are living in an age wherein any-

tice, then it shows whatkind of scaANTHEcODE ~ one candiscard, marginalise the
politics you are doing. It'snota TowATCHVIDEO Muslim community.

question of marginality. Youdon't -

talk about Muslims because you LizMathew: Whatdo

might antagonise and will not get the ma- you make of India’s response to

jority community vote, But if you are not Gaza's situation?

talking about injustice, then what do you
stand for?

Deeptiman Tiwary: Why hasn’tan
enlightened Muslim leadership risen
atthe national level?

How do you make a leadership? You
make leadership by encouraging the com-
munity. Whether it is upper caste leader-
ship, Dalit leadership, backward class lead-
ership, the parties encourage them. You
bring them to the forefront. But if you don’t
doit, BJP will never do it. They don’t even

iy,

We are just keeping quiet. This Modi-
led government is not condemning Israel’s
killing of over 62,000 Palestinians. You have
20,000 children who are dead over there.
Every day people are shot just because they
are going to collect food and not a single
word is uttered by the PM or by his govern-
ment. And then you stand up and say, we
stand for a two-state solution. If they come
out openly and condemn it, which other
global south countries have done, then that
would be a great change. But if you want
the global south to listen to India, then you

ON DEVELOPING
MUSLIM LEADERSHIP

You make leadership
by encouraging the
community. You bring
them to the forefront.
Butif youdontdoit,
BJP will never do it.
They don't even have

a Muslim MP

epaper.indianexpress.com

have to also listen to what they are doing.
Now is the time for Mr Modi to be on the
right side of history.

Aakash Joshi: What do you make of the
relative silence of the national parties
on the Bangladeshis issue, where a
poor Bengali, often Muslim, is picked
up without due process.

Why are we keeping that deposed
leader in our country? Send her back. We
will then have good relations with the pres-
ent regime. You have these poor Bengali-
speaking Indians who happened to be from
Malda or Murshidabad, who were put on
an aircraft and sent from Pune to Kolkata
airport and then they were dumped in no
man’s land. And what right does the police
have? Anyone who speaks Bengali be-
comes aBangladeshi? This shows the xeno-
phobia which has penetrated.

Shahid Parvez: After Pahalgam attack,
many of your statements on Pakistan
went viral and various quarters on the
Right started seeing you in a new light.
Why do you think this happened?

You don’t speak for a country so that
some Johnny would like you. You don’t
speak against a barbaricattack, which hap-
pened in Pahalgam, to appease some leader
or some organisation. Butif this brings them
to, ‘Oh, we didn’t know this side of him’, I
cannot blame them. In 2012-13, too, I was
partof adelegation which went to Pakistan
along with Mani Shankar Aiyar and
Yashwant Sinha. And in that group, there
was Kirti Azad, who was in the BJP then;
Supriya Sule was there. We said the same
thing in Pakistan. Now they have been hat-
ing me for opposing the Bill. Inademocracy,
everyone has the right to criticise.

Vandita Mishra: The BJP’s majoritarian
politics excludes minorities in a very
real sense, but what about the
hesitation of the so-called secular
parties in speaking up?

The so-called secular parties have just
abdicated their responsibility. They have re-
alised that we should talk less about
Muslims and more about development is-
sues and progress. How do you accept the
marginalisation of 15-16 per cent of the
population and talk about progress? The
problem is with the Muslim community as
well. They should do a political suicide by
notvoting for this party completely. Because
evenif you vote for them, BJPis still winning
or some communal guy is still winning.
Muslims should realise enough is enough,

You have to assert yourself and assertion
does not mean helping the BJP. It means that
you believe in the constitutional message
thatyoumust attain your rights. You have to
achieve those liberties, that objective of fra-
ternity, justice, equality. No one is going to
come and give it to you on a platter.

Vandita Mishra: Whenever an election
comes around, there is a conspiracy
theory about you helping the BJP.

[ want to ask them: give me proof.
During elections, there are many theories
which suddenly emanate and these theo-
ries start 48 hours before the polling day.
How long can one talk about this nonsense
when the reality is completely different?

Shalini Langer: The new NCERT module
holds Muhammad Ali Jinnah, Congress
and Lord Mountbatten responsible for
Partition. Why is Partition still a debate?
The BJP uses Partition because they
don’t have a single individual who partici-
pated in the freedom movement. They
can’t show one photograph, one name.
They're very good at appropriating
Subhash Chandra Bose and Baba Saheb
Ambedkar. Ninety per cent Muslims did-
n’thave theright to vote. Itis only the jagir-
dar or the zamindars who did. To blame
Partition on Muslims is completely wrong,
That's why I said I'm going to write a letter
to the NCERT that please include Shamsul
Islam’s book, Muslims Against Partition, S0
that people know how Partition really hap-
pened. We lost one million lives. RSS has
nothing to show. Yes, that country
(Pakistan) was given a religion, but this
country stood for pluralism and diversity.

Sameeksha Mishra: BJP often talks of
appeasement politics . How does one
talk about rights of the Muslim
community but also not give in to their
narrative of appeasement politics?

BJPdoes not believe in any kind of justice
to the Muslim community because of their
ideology of Hindutva. How you deflate this
argument and expose BJP is by giving em-
pirical evidence. For example, what the PM
said about infiltration. Demography is
changing. It's completely rubbish. The pop-
ulation decadal growthin Biharand Assam
is lower than the state... In one place it’s
lower than the national decadal population
growth. They refuse to give anumber onin-
filtration. How is it that Muslim numbers
have increased in self-employement and
have come down in labour? So one will
have to speak and expose BJP.

. . . Ahmedabad
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HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 24

THE JAN Vishwas (Amendment of
Provisions)Bill, 2025, which was introduced
in Lok Sabha last week, seeks to amend 16
Central Actsinorder to decriminalise and ra-
tionalise certain offences and penalties.

Thisis the second Jan Vishwas legislation
brought in by the Narendra Modi govern-
ment. The first, Jan Vishwas (Amendment of
Provisions) Act, 2023, decriminalised 183
provisions in42 central acts administered by
19 ministries/departments.

“The 2025 Bill expands this reform
agenda to cover 16 Central Acts administered
by 10 ministries/departments... to further en-
hance trust-based governance for ease of liv-
ing and doing business,” the press release by
the Ministry of Commerce and Industry said.

Why was the Bill brought in?
A database put together by the Vidhi

GAZA: HOW THE IPCGLOBAL
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Centre for Legal Policy contains 882 central
laws, 370 of which have criminal provisions
for 7,305 crimes. More than 75% of all crimes
are defined under laws that regulate areas
beyond core criminal justice, such as ship-
ping, taxation, financial institutions, and mu-
nicipal governance, Vidhi’s research found.

This overreach of criminal law is criticised
for a number of reasons.

B There are some severe punishments for
seemingly small offences. For instance, one
can be arrested in India for milking a cow on
the street or not providing proper exercise to
one’s pet dog.

While many such criminal provisions are
rarely enforced, they leave the door open for
arbitrary exercise of power by the State and
run contrary to the basic legal principle of pro-
portionality in crime and punishment. Often,
such laws are a product of outdated notions
of morality and an overly paternalistic out-
look taken up by the State, experts believe.

M According to a 2022 report by the
Observer Research Foundation, “of the 1,536
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MONITOR DETERMINES "FAMINE

Palestinians at a community kitchen in Gaza City in July. AP

A GLOBAL hunger monitor determined
on August 22 that famine is taking place
in Gaza, nearly two years after Israel
launched a military campaign in the tiny
Palestinian territory in response to the
Hamas attack of October 7, 2023.

The IPC relies on the UN World Food

Programme and other relief organisa-
tions and government agencies to pro-
vide data.

Its preferred method for assessing

acute malnutrition levels is to measure

children’s weight and height, or if condi-

Who is confirming famine?

The Integrated Food Security Phase
Classification (IPC) is an independent
body funded by Western countries and
widely recognised as the main global
system for measuring the severity of
hunger crises.

It was set up to sound the alarm so that
famine and mass starvation could be pre-
vented and to help organisations respond.

The IPC is overseen by 19 major hu-
manitarian organisations and regional
bodies. It typically partners with national
governments to analyse data.

tions do not allow that, to measure the
circumference of children’s upper arms.

What are the precedents?

This is the fifth time in the past 14

years that afamine has been determined
by the IPC, and the first time it has con-
firmed famine outside Africa.

The IPC previously concluded that

there was famine in areas of Somalia in
2011, South Sudanin 2017 and 2020, and
Sudanin 2024.

Some have criticised the IPC for being

too slow to respond to serious humani-

tarian catastrophes. In Gaza, it has strug-

How is famine determined?

The IPC system charts acute food inse-
curity on a five-phase scale. Its most ex-
treme warning is Phase 5, which has two
levels: catastrophe and famine.

If the IPC or one of its partners finds
that at least one area is in famine, a
famine review committee, led by up to
six experts, is activated.

For an area to be classified as in a
famine, at least 20% of people must be
suffering extreme food shortages, with
one in three children acutely malnour-
ished and two people out of every 10,000
dying daily from starvation or malnutri-
tion and disease.

The IPC says it does not formally de-
clare famine, but provides analysis for
governments and others to do so.

Evenif aregion has not yet been clas-
sified as in famine, the IPC can determine
that households there are suffering
famine conditions, which it describes as
starvation, destitution and death.

gled to access data, and Israel has con-
tested its findings.

While a famine classification does not

trigger any formal response, it can focus
global attention.

What is the current assessment in the
Gaza Strip?

Of the people affected, some 280,000

are in a northern region covering Gaza
City, which the IPC said was in famine.
The rest are in Deir al-Balah and Khan
Younis — central and southern areas that
the IPC projected would be in famine by
the end of next month.

The IPC said the analysis released on

August 22 only covered people living in
the Gaza City, Deir al-Balah and Khan
Younis areas. It was unable to classify the
North Gaza governorate due to access re-
strictions and a lack of data, and it ex-
cluded any remaining population in the
southern Rafah region.
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EXPLAINED
Jan Vishwas 2.0: What the Bill to amend

laws that govern doing business in India, more
than half carry imprisonment clauses. Of the
69,233 compliances that businesses have to
follow, 37.8% carry imprisonment clauses.
More than half the clauses requiring imprison-
ment carry a sentence of at least one year.”
Such overreach of criminal law, the re-
port argues, “[has] created barriers to the
smooth flow of ideas, organisation, money,
entrepreneurship and through them the cre-
ation of jobs, wealth and GDP.”
M The excessive criminali-
sation further impacts India’s
already over-burdened legal

LAW

burner,” a Commerce Ministry press release
from 2023, when the first Jan Vishwas Bill was
introduced, stated, adding that the amend-
ment “would go a long way in reducing un-
due pressure on the justice system, reduce the
pendency of cases and help ina more efficient
and effective justice dispensation”.

What does the Bill do?

The 2025 Bill proposes amending 355
provisions, “288 provisions de-
criminalised to foster ease of
doing business, and 67 provi-
sions proposed to be amended

system. According to the
National Judicial Data Grid, as on August 24,
there were more than 3.6 crore pending
criminal cases in India’s district courts, more
than 2.3 crore of which are more than one
year old.

“The criminal consequences prescribed for
technical/procedural lapses and minor de-
faults clog the justice delivery systemand put
adjudication of serious offences on the back

to facilitate ease of living”.
The 16 laws that will be amended are:
Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934; Drugs and
Cosmetics Act, 1940; Road Transport
Corporation Act, 1950; Tea Act, 1953; Coir
Industry Act, 1953; Handlooms (Reservation
of Articles for Production) Act, 1985; Delhi
Municipal Corporation Act, 1957; Apprentice
Act, 1961; Motor Vehicles Act, 1988 (MVA);
New Delhi Municipal Council Act, 1994;
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16 laws seeks to do

Central Silk Board Act, 1948; Textiles
Committee Act, 1963; Agricultural and
Processed Food Products Export
Development Authority Act, 1985; Micro,
Small and Medium Enterprises Devel-
opment Act, 2006; Legal Metrology Act, 2009
(LMA); and Electricity Act, 2003.

What are the key features of the Bill?

M The Bill introduces concepts of “warn-
ing” and “improvement notice” for first-time
offenders in 76 offences under 10 Acts, includ-
ing the MVA, the Apprentice Act,and the LMA.

For instance, a first-time offender will be
served an improvement notice for the use of
non-standard weights and measures, an of-
fence which currently carries a penalty of
upto Rs 1 lakh. This will require the offender
to rectify the non-compliance within a spec-
ified time, failing which they can be punished
with a fine.

M The Bill, like its predecessor, removes
imprisonment clauses for minor, technical
or procedural defaults for a number of of-

ECONOMICS

fences, and replaces them with penalties or
warnings. For instance, it proposes a fine (be-
tween Rs 10,000 and Rs 10 lakh) instead of
the existing three-month imprisonment for
non-compliance of orders under the
Electricity Act, 2023.

M The Bill also proposes rationalisation of
penalties. It proposes higher penalties for re-
peated offences through an automatic 10%
increase in the penalty every three years. This
is aimed at achieving “deterrence without
legislative amendments”.

“The goal of Jan Vishwas is to create a
more business-friendly environment and
promote ease of living by eliminating unnec-
essary legal hurdles and simplifying the reg-
ulatory landscape,” Commerce Minister
Piyush Goyal said on August 18.

This has been a key plank of the NDA gov-
ernment for the last 11 years.

The Bill has been referred to the Select
Committee of Lok Sabha, which is supposed
to submit its report by the first day of the
next Parliament session.

India and the world in dairy

As the US pushes India to open up toits dairy products, an analysis of prices shows India is a relatively low-
cost milk producer. However, global price competitiveness, based on cheap labour, may not be sustainable

HARISH DAMODARAN

HOW COMPETITIVE and efficient is India’s
dairy sector?

That’s a question being asked as the
Donald Trump administration in the United
States pressures India to open up its market
to American dairy products.

One way to assess competitiveness is
through prices.

Take corn (maize), where the farmgate
price in the US is currently about $4.5 for a
bushel (25.4 kg). At Rs 87-to-the-dollar, this
translates to a price of Rs 15.4 per kg received
by the average American corn farmer. This is
as against the Rs 22-23/kg rate at which
maize is wholesaling in Indian mandis and
the government’s minimum support price
of Rs 24/kg for the cereal grain.

American corn farmers, in other words,
are far more price competitive than their
Indian counterparts. Not surprising, given
that average yields in the US, at over 11
tonnes per hectare, are more than three
times the 3.5 tonnes of India.

But this isn’t the case with milk.

Price competitiveness in milk

The US has a Federal Milk Marketing
Order (FMMO) system. Under it, processors
have to pay a minimum price for the raw
milk they procure from dairy farmers. The
price is fixed every month for four uniform
“classes” of milk:

M ClassI(for sale as fluid/beverage milk);

M Class I (for making ice-cream, yogurt,
sour cream and other soft dairy products);

M Class [l (for cheese); and

M Class IV (for butter and milk powder).

The FMMO prices in July 2025 were
$18.82, $19.31, $17.32 and $18.89 per hun-
dredweight (45.36 kg) respectively for the
above classes of milk containing 3.5% fat,
which amounts to Rs 36.7 per litre (one litre
of cow milk weighs 1.03 kg).

That's close to the Rs 34/litre price that
Maharashtra dairies are paying farmers for
cow milk with 3.5% fat and 8.5% solids-not-
fat (SNF) content. This makes the farmgate
price of milkin India as, if not more, compet-
itive as that in the US.

The competitiveness is more vis-d-vis
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Bhavnaben Chaudhary, a dairy farmer, with her son and her Kankrej breed cows in
Banaskantha, Gujarat. She sells around 150 litres of milk every day. Harish Damodaran

Europe. The average price for raw milk paid
to farmers in the European Union was 53.17
euros per 100 kg in July, which, atRs 101.5-to-
the-euro, comes to about Rs 55.6 per litre.

Farmgate prices in New Zealand are now
around 76 NZ dollars per 100 kg or Rs 39.9
per litre at Rs 51-to-the NZD. But this is for
milk with 4.2% fat and 9% SNF content. For
milk with lower 3.5% fat and 8.5% SNF, the
price would be just under Rs 35 per litre.
(Dairies are selling milk fat at roughly Rs
550/kg and SNF at Rs 250/kg; the realisations
from the extra 0.7% fat and 0.5% SNF must be
deducted to arrive at the equivalent price for
3.5% fat and 8.5% SNF milk).

Simply put, the milk prices received by
Indian farmers are marginally below thatin
the US and New Zealand, and substantially
lower than what European producers get.

Milk yields in India are poor by western
standards. The average Indian milch cow, ac-
cording to US Department of Agriculture
data, produced 1.64 tonnes of milk in 2024.
The corresponding numbers were 4.60
tonnes for New Zealand, 7.33 tonnes for the
EU and 10.97 tonnes for the US.

The low yields notwithstanding, the pro-
duction cost of milkin Indiaisn’t that high be-
cause dairying is labour-intensive. Cows have

to be fed and milked multiple times daily, be-
sides being bathed regularly along with re-
moval of dung and cleaning of their sheds. In
addition, labour is required for planting, har-
vesting and storing fodder and feed.
Although dairy farms in the West have
automated these operations — through milk-
ing machines, forage harvesters and balers,
feeding robots, sensor-based cattle health
monitoring, hot water high-pressure clean-
ers and bulk coolers — the low cost of labour
makes it still cheaper to produce milk in
India. Milk has a higher labour cost compo-
nent relative to corn, soyabean or wheat.

Processing efficiency

The retail price of whole milk (contain-
ing 3.25% fat and 8.25% SNF) averaged $4.37
per gallon or Rs 100.4 per litre (one gal-
lon=3.785 litres) last month in the US.

On the other hand, the Gujarat Co-oper-
ative Milk Marketing Federation’s (GCMMEF)
toned ‘Amul Taaza’ milk (with 3% fat and 8.5%
SNF) is retailing at Rs 55 per litre in Gujarat
and Rs 57 in the national capital region.

Taking a farmgate price of Rs 31.5/litre for
toned milk in India and Rs 35/litre for whole
milk in the US, after adjusting for the lower
fat percentages, the Indian farmer would be

receiving 55-57% of the price paid by the con-
sumer here. That's more than the 35% share
of the consumer dollar for the US farmer.

If efficiency is measured by price
spreads from the farm to consumer, the
Indian dairy sector scores pretty high.
GCMMF, in fact, claims its farmers in Gujarat
are getting Rs 44-45 per litre for cow milk
(3.5% fat and 8.5% SNF) and Rs 65-66 for buf-
falo milk (6.5% fat and 9% SNF) — much
more than the Rs 34-35 and Rs 58-59/litre
that private dairies are paying. Thus, it is
sharing over three-fourths of the consumer
rupee with the Gujarat farmer.

This is due to efficiency in procurement,
processing, transport and marketing, en-
abling a compression of the value chain. A
cooperative’s aim is to maximise the ratio of
the farm value of milk to the retail sale value
of products.

The challenge

India’s price competitiveness in milk de-
rives primarily from the low cost of labour.
That includes unpaid family labour having
few employment avenues outside of agri-
culture.

The dairy farmer basically seeks to re-
cover only paid-out costs (on feed, hired
labour, veterinary care and other purchased
inputs), while not imputing any value on
family labour or owned land. Any money
earned over and above pocket-paid expenses
constitutes “return”.

But this model may not be viable in the
long run, with farm labour becoming in-
creasingly scarce and expensive. As the re-
luctance to work on the farm goes up with
rising education, even family labour has an
“opportunity cost”.

India, unlike New Zealand, has no abun-
dant land to grow alfalfa fodder for cattle to
graze on and sustain a low-cost pasture-
based dairy farming system. Capital and en-
ergy costs are also too high to afford heavy in-
vestments in farm automation like in the US.

The US, incidentally, had a mere 24,470
dairy farms producing milk from 9.3 million
cows in 2022. India has upwards of 50 mil-
lion farmers engaged in dairying with some
110 million milch cows and buffaloes.

The future of Indian dairying may lieina
different model of selective mechanisation,
boosting milk yields through genetic im-
provement and new breeding technologies,
and on-farm cultivation of high-tonnage pro-
tein-rich green fodder grasses.

The focus has to be on reducing the cost of
milk production so as to maintain the global
competitiveness of India’s dairy sector, which
cannot be based on cheap labour alone.

Arctic seaice melting has slowed, but here is why this isn’t ‘good news’

ALIND CHAUHAN
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 24

FOR MORE than half a century, the melting
of seaice in the Arctic has been among the
most well-known indicators of climate
change. But a new study has revealed that
the pace of sea ice loss has slowed down in
the past 20 years.

This does not mean that
the Arctic sea ice is rebound-
ing — the slowdown is only
temporary and may continue

CLIMATE

journal Geophysical Research Letters earlier
this month.

England, now at the University of
California, Irvine, has told The Indian Express
over email that the findings do not affect “fun-
damental science and urgency for climate ac-
tion... Multi-decadal fluctuations in ice loss
rates do not reduce the need for immediate
action to mitigate climate change impacts.”

Why has Arctic sea ice loss
slowed down?

It has long been estab-
lished that human activities —

for another five to 10 years,
the study said.

The research was conducted by M R
England, who led the study while at the
University of Exeter (the UK) with his col-
leagues ] Screen and A C Chan, and L M
Polvani of Columbia University (the US).
Titled ‘Minimal Arctic Sea Ice Loss in the
Last 20 Years, Consistent With Internal
Climate Variability’, it was published in the

primarily, the burning of fossil
fuels that emits heat-trapping greenhouse
gases (GHGs) — have led to arise in global
temperatures. In the Arctic, this warming
has resulted in the melting of sea ice.
Research has shown that the region has
lost more than 10,000 cubic kilometres of
seaice since the 1980s (‘Arctic sea ice thick-
ness, volume, and multiyear ice coverage:
losses and coupled variability 1958-2018’,

- -

Polar bears in Norway in 2012. AP

Environmental Research Letters, 2018).
Anthropogenic global warming, how-
ever, is not the only factor that affects the
Arctic sea ice. Natural variations in the
Earth’s climate system are also at play. One
such variation is the El Niflo-Southern
Oscillation (ENSO), which refers to a fluctu-
ation in sea surface temperatures (SSTs) in

More Newspaper and Magazines Telegram Channel join Search https://t.me/sharewithpride (@sharewithpride)

the equatorial Pacific Ocean that occurs
every two to seven years. ENSO influences,
alters, and interferes with global atmos-
pheric circulation, which, in turn, influences
the weather worldwide.

England suggests these natural climate
variances could be behind the slowdownin
the melting of Arctic seaice.

“For the purpose of our study, we would
be thinking of climate variations on alonger
timescale, such as the Pacific Decadal
Oscillation, which is similar to ENSO but on
alonger timescale, and Atlantic Multidecadal
Variability (a fluctuation of SSTs in the North
Atlantic). These climate variations can bring
anomalously cool waters into the Arctic re-
gion and lead to less loss of seaice or expan-
sion in some areas,” he said.

According to the study, the melt rate
over the past 20 years has been around 0.35
square kilometres per decade, compared to
the peak rate between 1993 and 2012,
which was at least four times higher, closer
to 1.3 million square kilometres per decade.

epaper.indianexpress.com

Does this mean that climate change is
slowing down?

Humans continue to release unprece-
dented levels of GHGs into the atmosphere,
and mean global temperatures continue to
rise. There is thus no indication that the
slower Arctic sea ice melting implies that
climate change is also slowing down.

England and his colleagues used cli-
mate models that simulate the historical
period and explore different future warm-
ing scenarios, and found that such slow-
downs in the melting of sea ice are ex-
pected to occur frequently. In fact, even
under high GHG emissions, periodic slow-
downs do take place.

They alsorevealed that the current slow-
down is only temporary and there is a 50%
chance thatit lasts for five more years,and a
25% chance that it lasts another 10 years.

Think of Arctic sea ice extent behaving
like a ball bouncing down a hill, England said.

“There are periods in which the ball
may bounce down the slope, come off at

an angle and temporarily have a near flat
trajectory or even appear to be climbing.
But we know that at some point, gravity
will bring the ball hurtling down the slope,”
he said.

Just like the ball, Arctic sea ice loss may
temporarily seem to defy expectations at
present, but the melting will resume.

The study highlights that once the slow-
down stops, there is a risk of a more rapid
decline in sea ice cover in the coming years.
It has shown that for the five years after the
end of the slowdown, there is an additional
0.6 million square kilometres per decade of
seaice loss.

“In this case, when the ball starts to
move towards the ground (this is analogous
to when climate variability switches from
contributing to sea ice growth to sea ice
loss), it will do so at a rapid pace. What we
find is that whenever the slowdown ends,
the models suggest that the pace of ice loss
will be substantially faster than the longer-
term trend,” said England.

. . - Ahmedabad
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Practising compassion
Underestimating the cost of animal
shelters undermines them

T he Supreme Court of India’s proceedings

on free-roaming dogs represent an ear-

nest, even if inadequate, attempt to re-
concile competing claims of compassion and sa-
fety. On August 11, the Court had directed the
Municipal Corporation of Delhi to round up
strays and confine them in shelters. Eleven days
later, it changed course, permitting release after
vaccination and deworming, and that aggressive
or rabid animals be retained. India bears one of
the world’s heaviest burdens of rabies and an-
thropological accounts are clear that this threat
shapes daily life, limiting children’s movements
and forcing families into repeated medical ex-
penses. Rabies also disproportionately kills those
least able to navigate the health system. While
the Animal Birth Control Rules were updated in
2023, experience shows that without 70% sterili-
sation coverage, they are ineffectual. The August
11 order was significant because it acknowledged
that the present framework, however well inten-
tioned, is inadequate for India’s dense settle-
ments. Objections that shelters will be over-
crowded and disease-ridden and that permanent
impoundment will precipitate an ecological im-
balance confront the same issues that undermine
the Rules. Properly resourced and regulated shel-
ters can be managed with veterinary standards,
space norms and transparent oversight. India al-
ready maintains similar institutions for cattle on a
large scale. But if canine facilities are in squalor —
which may have motivated the Court to change
course — it will be due to the same administrative
neglect and policy fragmentation between States
that have kept sterilisation coverage from cross-
ing 70% in any major city, and which have been
keeping alive fears of other species migrating into
the ecological niches dogs once occupied.

Street dogs are woven into India’s urban fa-
bric, even offering companionship to the home-
less. Such perspectives deserve a place in cultural
discourse but cannot override the human right to
access public spaces without fear of injury. Com-
passion is not annulled if dogs are removed from
public roads; they must still be compassionately
rehomed, sheltered and, when incurably aggres-
sive or ill, euthanised humanely. A modern sta-
tute must replace the outdated Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals Act 1960. It should classify
dogs as adoptable, shelter-bound or unfit and
mandate municipal shelters with minimum stan-
dards. Crucially, governments should count stray
dogs across States and determine the true cost of
maintaining shelters rather than chronically un-
derestimating it. This system should also have the
support of the national veterinary cadre, better
waste management and penalties for abandoning
pets. Without these measures, urban India will
keep trading visible menace for invisible neglect.

Man-made famine

The world must stop Israel from
annihilating Gaza through starvation

F or months, international rights groups, aid

organisations and doctors who served in

Gaza have warned that the enclave was on
the brink of famine. Heartbreaking stories and
images of starvation poured out as Gaza’s civil de-
fence groups repeatedly told the world that chil-
dren were dying every day due to malnutrition.
But Israel, waging a genocidal war in Gaza for the
past 22 months, dismissed these reports as lies,
while its western allies did little beyond express-
ing token concerns. Last week, the Integrated
Food Security Phase Classification (IPC), a UN-
backed body, confirmed that an entirely “man-
made famine” is unfolding in Gaza’s largest city
and its surrounding areas, the first officially de-
clared famine in West Asia. At least one in five
households faces extreme food shortages, while
a third or more of all children are acutely mal-
nourished. The IPC also stated that at least two in
every 10,000 people die daily from starvation or
the deadly combination of malnutrition and dis-
eases. Yet, if anyone expected such a devastating
report by a reputed organisation to have had an
impact on Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s
war-thirsty regime, they were mistaken.

Israel has long imposed restrictions on goods
entering Gaza, that has been under Israel’s block-
ade since 2007; it tightened those restrictions af-
ter Hamas’s October 7, 2023 attack. But in March
2025, after Mr. Netanyahu broke a ceasefire, Is-
rael imposed a total three-month blockade on all
goods entering Gaza. When it began allowing a li-
mited amount of food, a new U.S. and Israel-
backed organisation, the Gaza Humanitarian
Foundation (GHF) replaced the previous UN-led
food distribution system. The blockade, along
with Israel’s direct control of food distribution,
plunged hundreds of thousands into acute hun-
ger. When desperate, hungry Palestinians rushed
to the limited food centres run by the GHF, they
were shot down by Israeli troops and GHF volun-
teers in the name of crowd control. The UN esti-
mates that more than 1,300 Palestinians have
been killed at food centres since May. Despite
mounting international outrage and allegations
of war crimes, and Hamas’s acceptance of the lat-
est ceasefire proposal put forward by Qatar and
Egypt, Israel has intensified attacks on Gaza city
in preparation for a new offensive. What is un-
folding now in Gaza goes far beyond Israel’s stat-
ed aims of defeating Hamas and releasing hostag-
es. The growing body of evidence points to an
intent to destroy Palestinian life and society in
Gaza itself. The most brutal of crimes are being
committed against 2.3 million people — in full
view of the world. The world cannot allow Israel
to continue devastating Gaza any further.

CM
K

The new Constitution Bill, the need for a balancing act

oral integrity in the political class is a

paradox that India has continually

struggled with. While, on the one

hand, the electorate demands moral
rectitude in the political class, there has, on the
other, been a pervading spectre of criminality
prevailing in the political class. The proposed
Constitution (One Hundred and Thirtieth
Amendment) Bill, 2025, that was introduced in
the Lok Sabha on August 20, 2025, is aimed at
filling this vacuum by providing a condition.
Under this, Ministers, Chief Ministers and even
the Prime Minister must either resign or
automatically be subject to removal if they
continue to be in custody even after a consecutive
period of 30 days in crimes that carry a
maximum punishment of five years or more of
imprisonment.

On the surface, the action appears to be a
decisive initiative toward enabling cleaner
politics. It touches upon the disturbing fact of
corrupt leaders in custody holding on to power, a
situation that has made people lose trust in
governance. But there are political pitfalls and
constitutional quandaries that lurk beneath its
promise.

The foundation for this Bill rests on Articles 75,
164 and 239AA of the Constitution, which deal
with the appointment and tenure of Ministers in
the Union, States and Delhi, respectively. While
Articles 75(1), 164(1) and 239AA(5) mandate that
Ministers shall hold office at the pleasure of the
President of India (or Governor), this “pleasure”
has been judicially interpreted within the bounds
of constitutional morality and legal propriety, as
in cases such as Shamsher Singh and Anr. vs State
Of Punjab and Nabam Rebia And Etc. Etc. vs
Deputy Speaker And Ors.

Judicial pronouncements

The Supreme Court of India, in S.R. Bommai vs
Union of India, underscored the role of
constitutional morality as a guiding principle,
thus pronouncing that democratic institutions
must be nurtured through integrity and
accountability. Later, in Manoj Narula vs Union of
India, the Court directly addressed the ethical
dimension of ministerial appointments, warning
that individuals with serious criminal charges
should not be entrusted with executive power.
Although the Court stopped short of mandating
automatic removal, it clearly signalled that
morality is intrinsic to the constitutional
framework. The Bill, therefore, draws strength
from these pronouncements, seeking to give
legislative form to what has long been a judicially
recognised moral imperative.

But this Bill’s very ambition may be its Achilles’
heel. The most glaring issue concerns the
principle of presumption of innocence, which
forms part of the right to life and liberty under
Article 21. To equate arrest and detention with
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grounds for removal, without conviction or even
the framing of charges, risks undermining this
foundational constitutional value. Section 8(3) of
the Representation of The People Act concerns
the disqualification of members on the conviction
of certain offences. In the case of Lily Thomas vs
Union of India, the Supreme Court held that a
lawmaker, only upon conviction, immediately
stands immediately disqualified. The
three-month window to file an appeal and
continue as a legislator was also struck down,
thus providing jurisprudential support for
stringent accountability even before the existence
of the Bill. Here, it is important to note that
disqualification begins only when someone is
convicted, and not when someone is arrested or
detained.

The problem is compounded by the Bill’s
reliance on executive discretion through the
insertion of Clause 5A after Clause 5 of Article 75,
Clause 4A after Clause 4 of Article 164 and Clause
5A after Clause 5 of Article 239AA of the
Constitution. Ministers can be removed on the
advice of the Prime Minister or Chief Minister, but
automatic removal kicks in if such advice is
withheld. This dual mechanism politicises the
process: a Prime Minister may shield allies for 30
days, while a hostile Chief Minister may allow
rivals to fall by the automatic rule. Instead of
insulating governance from partisanship, the Bill
risks embedding accountability in the shifting
sands of political calculation.

Inconsistency in treatment

The inconsistency in treatment between
legislators and Ministers further complicates
matters. Members of Parliament and Members of
State legislatures face disqualification only upon
conviction under the Representation of the
People Act. By contrast, Ministers under this Bill
would be forced to resign on mere detention.
This creates a paradoxical situation wherein a
legislator convicted of corruption may technically
continue as a Minister until disqualified under the
Act, while a Minister only under arrest would be
forced out. The asymmetry may appear to elevate
the standards for executive office, but it also
undermines consistency in the constitutional
treatment of public officials. It risks deterring
capable individuals from accepting ministerial
responsibility, knowing that they face harsher
consequences than their legislative peers on the
basis of unproven allegations.

There is also the problem of the “revolving
door”. Because the Bill allows reappointment
once a Minister is released from custody, there
could be cycles of resignation and reinstatement
depending on the pace of legal proceedings.
Imagine a Chief Minister who is arrested and
detained for 31 days, who is forced to resign, but
later released on bail and promptly reinstated by
the Governor. The State would have endured

weeks of political uncertainty with little to gain in
ethical accountability. Such instability may not
only weaken governance but also incentivise
tactical legal manoeuvres, where political actors
use the law as a tool to manipulate executive
offices.

Need for a more nuanced model

None of this is to deny the urgency of reform. The
rise of criminalisation in politics is a stark reality.
According to a comprehensive analysis by the
Association for Democratic Reforms and National
Election Watch of all 543 winning candidates in
the 2024 general election, 251 Members of
Parliament (46%) had declared criminal cases
against themselves, up from 43% in 2019, 34% in
2014, and 30% in 2009, representing a 55%
increase over 15 years. Yet, the bluntness of its
approach risks undermining both the principle of
fairness and the stability of governance. A more
nuanced model would better serve the
constitutional goal of clean politics without
eroding democratic safeguards.

One pathway could be to link removal not to
arrest but, instead, to judicial milestones such as
the framing of charges by a competent court. This
would ensure that only cases that pass initial
judicial scrutiny trigger resignation, filtering out
frivolous or politically motivated arrests. Another
safeguard could be the establishment of an
independent review mechanism, such as a
tribunal or a judicial panel, to examine whether
the conditions for removal have been met. This
would prevent executive overreach and ensure
impartial application. Similarly, instead of
outright removal, the law could provide for
interim suspension of ministerial functions
during ongoing trials, allowing governance to
continue without compromising accountability.
Most importantly, the Bill should refine its scope
to apply only to offences involving moral
turpitude and corruption, rather than casting a
wide net over any offence punishable with five
years’ imprisonment, which could include
relatively minor criminal conduct.

In sum, the Constitution (One Hundred and
Thirtieth Amendment) Bill, 2025, stakes out a
significant normative position that citizens might
welcome as a forceful stand against corruption
and criminality. But its formulation elides the
inherent tension between safeguarding
democratic deliverance of justice and urgent
demands for ethical governance. Unless the Joint
Parliamentary Committee (JPC) carefully
recalibrates to incorporate due process and
institutional checks — the Bill is with the JPC — it
could transmute constitutional safeguards into
instruments of political exclusion, testing the
delicate balance of India’s democratic
experiment. For, in the long run, power without
integrity corrodes democracy, and integrity
without fairness endangers it.

Nourish to flourish, the nutrition and cognition link

p.m. Given the factors such as the distance to

travel, the traffic conditions, and airport
check-in time, you are likely to miss the flight
unless you leave your house at 12 p.m. The hour
between 12 p.m. and 1 p.m. is your critical
window to make sure that you catch the flight.
Similarly, for a child, the first 1,000 days of his life
are that critical window — a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity to lay the foundation for future
success. Brain development and maturation as
well as adequate growth through nutrition must
happen in this period, failing which the child will
never reach their full potential.

l magine that you have a flight to catch at 2

What the science says

The science is undeniable. By the age of two
years, the brain reaches almost 80% of its adult
weight. Synapse development peaks during this
time, with synaptic density reaching adult levels
by preschool age. The development of the frontal
lobes, which are believed to control higher
cognitive functions (including planning,
sequencing and self-regulation), happens in
growth spurts during the first two years of life. If
the foundational development of the brain and
skills is flawed in these earliest days, later
developments that build on earlier circuits and
skills will be inherently limited.

It is not just cognitive development that is
defined in the first 1,000 days. Nutritional
deficiencies before the age of three are, in some
cases, impossible to reverse. Although India has
made strides in overcoming nutritional
deficiencies in the decades between 1993 and
2021, at the current rate of decline, stunting
prevalence (low height for age) will reach 10%
only by 2075. Can we double the pace to hit this
target by 2047? To succeed, we must seize the
critical window of early childhood by combining
efforts on nutrition and cognition, giving children
the best chance at a bright future.
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Nutrition and cognitive development have to
go hand in hand. They are , for all intents and
purposes, cut from the same cloth. Adequate
nutrition is essential for brain function, and
without meeting nutritional demands, there can
be permanent cognitive damage or disabilities. A
birth-cohort study in Vellore, Tamil Nadu, found
that early childhood iron deficiency negatively
impacts verbal performance and cognitive
processing speed at age five and affects expressive
language development before the age of two.
Research has also indicated that the impact of
stand-alone nutrition programmes was low to
moderate when compared to combined nutrition
and stimulation programmes. Learning is fast and
permanent in the first few years. A three-year-old
starts speaking in a regional language and never
forgets it. Most of us still remember nursery
rhymes, thanks to neuroplasticity.

Childcare programmes in India
The Integrated Child Development Services
(ICDS) programme, one of the biggest childcare
programmes in the world, has the unique ability
to prioritise both nutrition and education as
pillars of early childhood development. The
Ministry of Women and Child Development has
launched programmes such as “Poshan Bhi
Padhai Bhi”, which seek to ensure that nutrition
and cognitive development go hand in hand.
Additionally, the National Framework for Early
Childhood Stimulation for Children from Birth to
Three Years - Navchetana provides structured
guidance in the form of simple activities for social
and cognitive stimulation based on the age of the
child. The framework offers 140 activities tailored
to the child’s age, presented in a 36-month
stimulation activity calendar. It is designed to be
used by parents, caregivers and Anganwadi or
creche workers, particularly during home visits.
These provide an opportunity to learn through
play-based activities supported by caregivers,

rather than being ‘taught’ in a formal sense.
Well-conducted home visits using the stimulation
calendar will help children under the age of three
receive adequate, timely, and nutrient-rich food
to support their holistic development and reduce
the risk of developmental delays due to
nutritional deficits.

Areas that need improvement

Though an army of almost 14 lakh Anganwadi
centres and workers is at the frontlines of the
battle to ensure that children get adequate
nutrition and stimulation, especially in the first
1,000 days, more needs to be done. The ICDS
programme needs to enhance its coverage and
achieve saturation of its target populations with
high-quality services in health, nutrition and
early learning. It needs to leverage advancements
in technology, expand and enhance services in
urban areas, and improve the access, capacity
and delivery of pre-primary education, including
evaluation and measurement of the health,
learning and psychosocial well-being of children
under six years.

Finally, to empower women to join the
productive workforce, we need to expand the
creche provision by exploring multiple models
including publicly-run, community-run and
public-private partnerships.

We must remember we are what we eat and
what we think — and what is lost in the early
years can never be regained. Investing in early
childhood nutrition and stimulation is not just
about health. It is about empowering children
and women to reach their full potential and
meeting the evolving needs of society.

Investments in early childhood and investment
are particularly urgent as we progress towards
increased automation, mechanisation and an
accelerated pace of technological advancement,
which is likely to lead to less employment for
low-skilled and unskilled workers.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Crisis in the hills

The recent cases of
flood-related disasters in
Himachal Pradesh and
Uttarakhand, which include
flash floods, cloudbursts
and landslides, demand
urgent attention. The great
damage being caused is a
warning sign of converging
environmental and
developmental missteps.
These are States that are
the indicators of ecological

Baani Bhabha,
Ambala, Punjab

useful in detecting

health. What is worrying is
the frequency and the
severity of these events.

Groundbreaking device
The portable handheld
devicem, ‘Cerebo’, which
scans the brain using
infrared technology, can be

intracranial bleeds and
edema, in ambulances and

settings.

trauma centres where CT
scan machines are not
available (Inside pages,
August 24). This relatively
cheap and non-invasive tool
will improve patient
outcomes and can be used
in emergency and military

Dr. Thomas Palocaren,
Vellore, Tamil Nadu

Pujara retires
Cheteshwar Pujara’s

retirement brings to an end
the career of one of the
grittiest batters to play for
India. He will be
remembered along with
greats such as Rahul Dravid.
He was one of the key
players responsible for the
team’s wins in the
Australian fortress.

Subash Balakrishnan,
Bengaluru

All good things have to

come to an end. With 7,195
runs at an average of 43.60,
Pujara stands tall in the
all-time leading run-getters
from India. But it is also the
time that he spent at the
crease and the innumerable
number of balls he faced —
16,217 balls of the total
97,884 deliveries — that
make him so special and
unique.

His post on X says it all:
‘Wearing the Indian jersey,

singing the anthem, and
trying my best each time |
stepped on the field...”
Pujara was also one
cricketer who stood out for
another reason — his
immaculate dress sense.

A.P. Thiruvadi,
Chennai

Letters emailed to
letters@thehindu.co.in
must carry the full postal
address and the full name or
the name with initials.
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The ASl is facing a credibility crisis

he Archaeological

Survey of India (ASI)

has once again drawn

public scrutiny
following the controversial
transfer of archaeologist K.
Amarnath Ramakrishna. His
leadership of the Keeladi
excavation in Tamil Nadu
garnered considerable public and
academic interest in the history of
ancient Tamil civilisation.

The Keeladi excavations
Started in 2014, the excavation at
Keeladi uncovered around 7,500
artefacts. The findings indicated
the presence of a sophisticated,
literate, and secular urban society
and offered crucial evidence in
bridging the historical gap
between the Iron Age (12th-6th
century BCE) and the Early
Historic Period (6th-4th century
BCE). Scholars have since referred
to the site as part of the Vaigai
Valley Civilisation. The Keeladi
settlement could be a part of the
second urbanisation that swept
the Indian subcontinent between
the 6th and 2nd centuries BCE.
The project took a dramatic
turn when Mr. Ramakrishna was
abruptly transferred to Assam in
2017. His transfer was widely
perceived as an effort to downplay
the findings. Tensions escalated
when the ASI claimed there were
no significant findings and halted
the third phase of excavation. This
sparked a political rift between the
Tamil Nadu government and the
Union government. The Madras
High Court intervened,
transferring the site to the Tamil
Nadu State Department of
Archaeology, which has since
unearthed over 18,000 artefacts.
In 2021, Mr. Ramakrishna
returned to Tamil Nadu as
superintending archaeologist of
the Chennai circle. In 2023, he
submitted a report on the first two
phases, substantiating the earlier
findings. However, the ASI
requested a revision of the report.
Defending his conclusions, Mr.
Ramakrishna cited
methodological rigour,
stratigraphic sequencing, material
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culture analysis, and Accelerator
Mass Spectrometry dating of the
carbonaceous material retrieved
from various event horizons
within the excavated sites. The
episodes underscore the politics in
archaeological practice and reflect
a credibility crisis facing the ASI.

An inconsistent approach

The Union government justified its
stance saying a single set of
findings cannot substantiate
alternative historical narratives
without broader scientific
validation. While this rationale
champions methodological rigour
and scientific inquiry in
knowledge production, it also
exposes the inconsistency in the
ASI’s conduct across other
excavation projects.

Excavations at the Adichanallur
and Sivagalai sites in the
Thoothukudi district of Tamil
Nadu exhibited a pattern similar to
Keeladi. Although Adichanallur
was excavated in the early 20th
century by a British archaeologist,
Alexander Rea, the site was
neglected for nearly a century.
When excavations resumed under
the leadership of T. Sathyamurthy
of ASI in 2004, notable Iron Age
artefacts were uncovered, dated to
be more than 3,000 years old.
However, it took more than 15
years and court intervention for
the ASI to publish the findings.

However, the ASI’s excavation
in Rajasthan assumed a different
trajectory. The unearthing of an
ancient 23 m-deep paleochannel
in Bahaj village prompted some
historians and archaeologists to
associate the site with the mythical
Saraswati River mentioned in the
Rig Veda. The excavation report
also claimed links to human
settlements from the
‘Mahabharata period’, a
controversial time interval
debated by scholars. Such
uncritical embrace of
mytho-historical narratives stands
antithetical to the principles of
scientific knowledge production.

The ASI’s conduct in these
instances reveals a trap of
methodological nationalism — a

framework privileging a singular,
state-sanctioned vision of India’s
past. This approach is often
legitimised through
methodological rigidity,
teleological interpretations, and
the construction of a monopolised
epistemic regime. The institution’s
pursuit of portraying India as a
civilisational monolith has long
drawn criticism from scholarly
circles. Ashish Avikunthak (2021)
highlighted arbitrary transfers,
delayed promotions, exasperating
work conditions, and inadequate
infrastructure that stifle quality
work in the ASI. Supriya Verma
and Jaya Menon (2003) critiqued
the Ayodhya excavation project for
lacking scientific integrity. Jiirgen
Neuf? (2012) and Dilip Kumar
Chakrabarti (1988, 2003) pointed
to the ASI’s continued reliance on
the outdated Wheeler method and
the lack of comprehensive
research designs as impediments
to holistic interpretation.

The ASI has largely retained a
closed internal review system.
Most research is circulated
through internal reports,
institutional monographs, and
bulletins. In contrast, its global
counterparts such as the
Deutsches Archéologisches
Institut in Germany, the Institut
National de Recherches
Archéologiques Préventives in
France, and Japan’s Agency for
Cultural Affairs regularly publish
findings in academic platforms.
This fosters transparency,
methodological accountability,
scholarly rigour, and enhance the
accessibility of archaeological
findings. It also invites global
scholarly engagement.

Beyond these issues, the ASI’s
epistemic endeavour is
increasingly subsumed by
nationalistic fervour. The
crumbling legitimacy of
archaeological enterprise calls for
comprehensive structural and
institutional reforms, greater
methodological and scientific
rigour, financial autonomy, and a
robust epistemic framework that
embraces the plurality of India’s
historical past.

Vijay cannot bank on star power alone

Building organisational strength and meeting people are important

STATE OF PLAY

B. Kolappan
kolappan.b@thehindu.co.in

ast week, a sea of hu-
L manity gathered at

Madurai, Tamil Nadu,
to listen to Joseph Vijay, foun-
der of the political party Tami-
laga Vetri Kazhagam (TVK),
who said that his party would
script a new chapter in the
State’s political history in the
2026 Assembly election. This
was not surprising — Mr. Vijay
is one of the highest paid and
most popular actors in the Ta-
mil film industry. But as the
past has shown, star power
and large crowds alone do not
guarantee political success.

When Mr. Vijay launched
the TVK last year, no one was
surprised, as the film industry
is often seen as a springboard
for politics in Tamil Nadu. The
founder of the Dravida Mun-
netra Kazhagam (DMK), C.N.
Annadurai; his disciple and
former Chief Minister M. Karu-
nanidhi; former Chief Minister
M.G. Ramachandran (popular-
ly known as MGR); former
Chief Minister J. Jayalalithaa;
and Desiya Murpokku Dravida
Kazhagam chief Vijayakanth
all had some connection to
the industry. Chief Minister
M.K. Stalin acted in the serial
Kurinji Malar and Deputy
Chief Minister Udhayanidhi
Stalin has also acted in films
and produced them.

In Mr. Vijay’s case, it was his
father, director S.A. Chandra-
sekar, who had political ambi-
tions for him. Mr. Vijay had re-
servations about entering
politics and this strained his
relationship with his father.
What emboldened him to fi-
nally test the waters was actor
Rajinikanth’s decision to stay
away from politics due to
health reasons after announc-
ing his plans to launch a polit-

Tamil Nadu

ical party. Mr. Vijay launched
the TVK, hoping to occupy the
space created by the absence
of charismatic leaders such as
Karunanidhi and Jayalalithaa.
However, what Mr. Vijay
has not realised is that both
MGR and Jayalalithaa did not
just rely on their popularity in
films; they simultaneously
built their political careers.
MGR had been a member of
the DMK from 1952 to 1972 and
rose through the ranks. He
played a major role in the par-
ty’s victory in the 1969 elec-
tion. He meticulously cultivat-
ed his cult image. His film
songs and dialogues, loaded
with political messages, pre-
pared the ground for the
launch of the AIADMK after
his expulsion from the DMK.
A strong organisation is al-
so essential for success in pol-
itics and matters more than
image. When MGR formed the
AIADMK, a substantial part of
the DMK, which had strong or-
ganisational strength and ex-
perienced leaders, went with
him. Even in the case of Jayala-
lithaa, who was a popular ac-
tor and a protégé of MGR, it
was the AIADMK’s strong or-
ganisational base that helped
her sustain herself in politics.
Elections have proved that
she, unlike MGR, was not in-
vincible in politics. Converse-
ly, it was lack of organisational
strength that reduced actor
Kamal Haasan’s political par-
ty, Makkal Needhi Maiam, into
an appendage of the DMK.
Some may argue that Mr.

Vijay belongs to a different
era, and all the factors that
dominated Tamil Nadu in the
past need not become decisive
now. But Mr. Vijay also lives in
an ivory tower. He projects
himself as a saviour of the peo-
ple of Tamil Nadu and his par-
ty as an alternative to other
political parties, but refuses to
meet the media and refrains
from reacting to vital issues.
When a protest against the
Greater Chennai Corpora-
tion’s decision to outsource
waste management led to the
detention of over 800 workers
at midnight earlier this
month, all the leaders in the
State visited the workers. Ho-
wever, Mr. Vijay invited them
to his house. Perhaps he
thought that his visit would
cause a stampede given his
massive popularity, but the
decision did him no favours.

There are a few factors that
may benefit him. There is a
clear lack of cohesiveness in
the ATADMK, and the DMK
faces anti-incumbency. Mr. Vi-
jay has also said that he would
be open to forming an alliance
and sharing power with other
parties. However, he cannot
merely hope to take advantage
of the anti-incumbency factor;
he will need to split the DMK
votes and receive substantial
votes from the AIADMK to
make a mark in 2026. Chief
Minister M.K. Stalin has con-
verted the alliance into what
looks like a family and no par-
ty has shown any indication of
leaving the DMK-led alliance.
The DMK also believes that if
the anti-incumbency factor
works in favour of Mr. Vijay in-
stead of the AIADMK-BJP com-
bine, it can romp home to vic-
tory. Given these reasons, for
Mr. Vijay, who has not made
clear his ideology or electoral
strategy even a year since his
party’s launch, the road to
scripting history promises to
be challenging.

Indians least concerned about the global economy: PEW survey

Only 49% of Indians said they were worried about the global economy; this was the lowest share among the 25 nations surveyed

DATA POINT

The Hindu Data Team

2025 survey by the Pew Re-
A search Center shows that

among the people of 25
countries asked about perceived
global threats, Indians were
among the least concerned the
condition of the world economy
and climate change. Only about
half the Indians surveyed viewed
these as major threats. In contrast,
nearly 80% of Indians identified
terrorism as a major concern —
one of the highest shares.

The Pew survey was carried out
between March 24 and 30, 2025.
Comparable data is drawn from
Pew studies conducted in 2013,
2016, 2017, 2018, 2020, and 2022.
Conclusions for nine advanced
economies — Australia, Canada,
France, Germany, Italy, Japan,
Spain, the U.K. and the U.S. — were
also presented separately in the
survey of 25 countries.

The findings show that spread
of false information online has
overtaken the global economy and
climate change as the biggest per-
ceived threat. It continues to be
seen as a major concern by a ma-
jority in the 25 countries, includ-
ing the nine advanced economies.

In the spring 2025 survey, a me-
dian of 72% of adults across 25
countries said the spread of false
information online poses a major
threat to their nation. Another 21%
considered it a minor threat, while
only 5% said it was not a threat at
all (Chart 1). In seven countries—
Germany, the Netherlands, Po-
land, Sweden, the UK., the U.S.,
and South Korea — the spread of
false information was seen as a
greater threat than any other issue
in the survey.

For the first time since 2017,
adults in nine advanced econo-
mies viewed the state of the global
economy as a bigger threat than
climate change (Chart 2). This
shift carries important implica-
tions at a time when nations are

CM
K

under pressure to curb fossil fuel
use and lower carbon emissions. It
also reveals the public mood,
shaped by anxieties over slowing
growth — whether real or per-
ceived — amid rising U.S. tariff
pressures and the disruptions of
two ongoing wars.

In the survey, a median of 70%
of adults across the surveyed coun-
tries considered the state of the
global economy a major threat. In
Japan, Greece and Australia, the
global economy was seen as a grea-
ter threat than all other issues.

A median of 67% of adults
across the surveyed countries said
global climate change was a major
threat. Another 24% said it is a mi-
nor threat; 9% said it poses no
threat at all. In no country sur-
veyed was climate change consi-
dered the single greatest threat. As
in past surveys, people on the ide-
ological left remained more con-
cerned about climate change than
those on the right.

Across 25 countries, a median
of 69% of adults said terrorism is a
major threat, while 26% called it a
minor one and 6% said it was no
threat. In India, Israel, Nigeria,
and Turkey, terrorism ranked as
the top concern among the five is-
sues. People in middle-income
countries were more likely than
those in high-income countries to
view terrorism as a major threat
(79% median versus 60%). Con-
cern about the issue was also high-
er among older adults, those less
educated, and those on the ideo-
logical right, including supporters
of right-leaning populist parties.

While 49% of Indians saw the
global economy as a major threat,
55% saw climate change as a major
threat. This was among the lowest
shares in the respective categories.
By contrast, 79% of Indians said
they consider terrorism a major
threat (Table 3). Close to 70%
each considered false online infor-
mation and infectious diseases as a
threat. In Argentina, Brazil, South
Africa, and Mexico, infectious dis-
eases were seen as the top threat
among the five issues surveyed.

Cause for concern

The data for the charts were sourced from a survey
conducted by the Pew Research Center titled ‘International

Opinion on Global Th

The spread of false
information online

The condition of the
global economy

Terrorism

Global climate
change

The spread of
infectious diseases

following is a major threat to their country (in %)

reats’

Chart 1: Median % who said each of the following is (a)
____totheircountry. Around 7 in 10 adults across the 25
nations surveyed viewed false information online, the state
of the global economy, and terrorism as major threats
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Chart 3: Country-wise share of respondents who said each of the

Country Spread | Condition Global | Spread of
of false of the . ] X X
information | global Terrorism | climate mfectlous
online economy change | diseases
Brazil 84 7 7 77 91
Kenya 75 81 89 72 88
Turkey 66 79 91 87 87
Argentina 73 75 77 80 85
Japan 7 80 7 78 76
S. Korea 82 76 73 7 76
Indonesia 70 74 87 65 86
Mexico 66 72 79 74 82
France 80 76 84 78 56
Nigeria 58 76 89 54 74
Spain 73 71 69 72 56
Greece 72 85 52 75 52
India 70 49 79 55 71
Italy 72 55 67 71 62
Poland 85 55 59 55 60
U.K. 73 65 61 66 48
S. Africa 64 54 53 57 76
Hungary 72 66 39 72 54
U.S. 70 60 61 51 50
Germany 81 60 59 67 28
Netherlands 74 53 52 66 42
Canada 71 68 44 60 42
Israel 43 51 89 42 55
Sweden 74 54 56 64 33
Australia 65 71 36 63 39
25
country 72 70 69 67 60
median

Methodology: In this

analysis, median scores are

used to help readers see

overall patterns in the data.
The median percentage is
the middle numberin a list
of all percentages sorted

from highest to lowest

People in India, Israel, Nigeria

top threat of the five issues

asked about

and Turkey see terrorism as the

In none of the countries surveyed

was climate change considered
the single greatest threat

Chart 2: Share of respondents who said each of the
following is a major threat to their country. Data in the
graph pertains only to the nine advanced economies —
Australia, Canada, France, Germany, Italy, Japan, Spain, the
U.K.and the U.S.
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NCERT wants change in
mode of evaluation

New Delhi, Aug. 24: The approach paper,
prepared by the National Council of Educational
Research and Training (NCERT) on the
curriculum for the 10-year school, has suggested
that a public examination at the end of 10 years
of schooling should be abolished.

The schools’ assessment in each subject or
unit should be placed on record and given to
students. A record of internal assessment
covering both scholastic and non-scholastic
areas without an aggregate should be included
in the school certificate, which should not only
mention the student’s evaluation in subjects, but
also in co-curricular and other areas of
character and personality.

The paper has emphasised that evaluation
properly practised will influence teacher’s
methods and the study habits of pupils.
Emphasis on the assessment of understanding,
application and problem solving is bound to
influence instruction positively. Use of improved
type of questions is a real need to dissuade
pupils from resorting to rote learning.

The main purpose of valuation, according to
the NCERT, is to see how far the objectives set
forth to be achieved through the curriculum
have been realised. This process is naturally
related to the learning experiences and methods
of teaching that have been used in the process of
instruction and learning.

Evaluation, in order to be used, says the
NCERT, has to possess the following
characteristics: it should give reliable and
concrete evidence on the attainment of specific
objectives; and it has to be comprehensive,
covering all objectives and content areas in a
particular course.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO AUGUST 25, 1925
Raw cotton

(From the Department of Agriculture)

The receipts of loose cotton at presses and
spinning mills in the Madras Presidency, from
the 1st February to the 15th August, amounted to
4,53,467 bales of 400 Ib. lint, against an estimate
of 552.700 bales of the total crop of 1924-1925.
The receipts in the corresponding period of the
previous year were 356,578 bales: 105,443 bales
mainly of pressed cotton were received at
spinning mills and 253,575 bales were exported
by sea while 3,293 bales were imported by sea
mainly from Bombay.
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Amount being
considered by govt. to

Application fees
collected for 75 J&K

support exporters

government is considering these support
measures for exporters under the Export
Promotion Mission, announced in the
Budget, for six financial years (2025-2031),
according to sources. pri

Naib-Tehsildar posts

In crore. As per a
6 43 Right to Information
® (RTI) query, each
form is priced at 600 for general and 500
for reserved category. The money collected
by the Jammu and Kashmir Services
Selection Board shows that over one lakh

aspirants had applied for the posts. e

Number of students to Number of Islamic
benefit from breakfast militants killed in
scheme in Tamil Nadu Nigerian airstrikes

in lakh. Tamil Nadu Chief
20 Minister M. K. Stalin said that

the breakfast scheme is now
being expanded to government and aided
primary schools in urban areas across
Tamil Nadu. Mr. Stalin recalled, separately
in a letter to partymen, how the State had
pioneered such an initiative. pmi

The strikes were launched on
35 four targets in the area of

Kumshe in Borno state, near
the border with Cameroon, according to
Ehimen Ejodame, the spokesperson of the
Nigerian Air Force. Boko Haram, a group of
jihadis in Nigeria, is considered one of the
world’s deadliest armed groups. e

Share of Bihar electors
whose documents
have been received

in per cent. As per the
98 2 Election Commission
® of India, there are
eight days left for people to file claims and
objections to the draft electoral roll of
Bihar published as part of the intensive
revision of voters’ list. pni
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How have deception techniques evolved?

What are Al-enabled X-Guard Fibre-Optic Towed Decoy systems? What are some other systems comparable to the X-Guards? How has Ukraine deployed decoys

in its war against Russia? Do navies also employ countermeasures to protect warships? How has India fared with deception decoys?

EXPLAINER

Rahul Bedi

The story so far:

n contemporary warfare, deception

has evolved alongside the

increasing precision and lethality of

modern weaponry. As combat
platforms — from fighter jets and tanks to
warships — become more sophisticated,
so too have techniques developed to
shield them from detection and attack.
Over the decades, the traditional art of
battlefield trickery has merged with
digital-age innovations, incorporating
decoys and countermeasures designed to
confuse, mislead, or overwhelm enemy

sensors and targeting systems. By creating

doubt and sowing confusion, these
decoys not only waste enemy munitions
but also buy crucial time for the actual
platform to evade or retaliate. Hence,
decoys turn deception into a strategic
asset as critical as firepower.

How has India deployed decoys?
During Operation Sindoor, the Indian Air
Force (IAF) is believed to have
successfully deployed the Al-enabled

X-Guard Fibre-Optic Towed Decoy (FOTD)

system —developed by Israel’s Rafael — on
its Rafale fighters as part of their
electronic warfare (EW) suite. Although
neither the IAF nor official sources have

confirmed the use of X-Guard, former U.S.

F-15 pilot Ryan Bodenheimer told Indian
media outlets that it was “the best
instance of spoofing and deception ever
seen.” Confusion persists over how many,

if any, Rafales were actually lost in a May 7

strike on Islamist camps inside Pakistan.
The Pakistan Air Force (PAF) may have
downed several X-Guard decoys — trailing
about 100 metres behind each aircraft —
misidentifying them as real targets.
Analysts believe the PAF’s
Chinese-origin J-10C fighters, armed with
PL-15E beyond-visual-range air-to-air
missiles, struggled to distinguish between
the decoys and actual aircraft. Several

New forms: The INS Karanj submarine is equipped with a state-of-the-art torpedo decoy system. INS
Karanj can launch marine commandos for special operations behind enemy lines. FILE PHOTO

missiles reportedly locked onto the
X-Guards instead, leading PAF pilots to
prematurely claim multiple shootdowns.

How does the FOTD system work?
Acquired via classified channels, the
lightweight (30 kg), retractable, and
reusable X-Guard mimics the Rafale’s
Radar Cross-Section (RCS), doppler
velocity, and spectral signature across
multiple radar bands. It can also replicate
the Rafale’s onboard electronic
countermeasures — creating a convincing
illusion for both human operators and
tracking systems.

Its 360-degree jamming signal
capability integrates seamlessly with the
Rafale’s SPECTRA (Self-Protection
Equipment Countering Threats to Rafale
Aircraft) EW suite. While SPECTRA
manages threat detection, blocking, and
onboard defensive measures, the X-Guard

adds a trailing expendable layer, jointly
forming a multi-tiered defensive shield.
Following Operation Sindoor, the IAF is
reportedly fast-tracking additional
X-Guard unit acquisitions via the
emergency procurement route recently
approved by the Ministry of Defence.

Comparable systems include Leonardo
UL’s BriteCloud, deployed on Eurofighter
Typhoons, Sweden’s Gripen-Es, and
certain F-16 variants; and the
AN/ALE-50/55 series from Raytheon/BAE
Systems used on the F/A-18E/F Super
Hornet. Some of these systems can also
be adapted for use on unmanned aerial
vehicles such as on Israeli Herons or
U.S.-origin MQ-9 Reapers, albeit with
onboard signal processing and remote
deployment modifications.

What about land-based decoys?
Ground forces too have long relied on

decoys to mislead enemy Intelligence,
Surveillance, Reconnaissance (ISR) assets
and divert precision-guided weapons.
Inflatable, radar-reflective, and
heat-emitting dummy systems simulating
tanks, artillery, missile batteries, and
command posts are regularly deployed to
bait strikes. From the 1991 Gulf War to the
ongoing Ukraine conflict, such decoys
have absorbed expensive munitions and
disrupted offensive momentum.

With drones and loitering munitions
saturating modern battlefields, these
ground decoys have become increasingly
sophisticated. Russia’s Inflatech decoys
can simulate entire armoured formations
within minutes. Ukraine has deployed
wooden and 3D-printed fakes to exhaust
Russian drone and missile stocks. The
U.S. Army too has trialled decoy vehicles
to fool top-attack weapons like Javelin
anti-tank guided missiles. China has also
invested in camouflage and deception
technologies across its ground forces.

In April 2025, the Indian Army issued a
request for information to domestic
vendors seeking physical decoys of its
Russian-origin T-90S/SK main battle tanks
to replicate not just its dimensions, but
also its thermal and acoustic signatures to
deceive enemy drones and munitions.

Navies too employ a layered suite of
countermeasures, ranging from floating
chaff and acoustic decoys to offboard
active deception systems, to protect
warships from missile and submarine
threats. Among the most effective is the
self-propelled Nulka active missile decoy,
jointly developed by Australia and the
U.S., that operates independently of its
launch platform and mimics the radar
signature of a much larger vessel, drawing
radar-guided missiles away from their real
target.

Ultimately, decoys — across air, land,
and sea — have become indispensable to
modern warfighting. For a relatively low
investment, they deliver high-impact
protection.

Rahul Bedi is a journalist based in New
Delhi and Chandigarh specialising in
military, defence and security matters.
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During Operation Sindoor, the
Indian Air Force (IAF) is
believed to have successfully
deployed the Al-enabled
X-Guard Fibre-Optic Towed
Decoy (FOTD) system on its
Rafale fighters as part of their
electronic warfare (EW) suite.
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Ground forces too have long
relied on decoys to mislead
enemy Intelligence,
Surveillance, Reconnaissance
(ISR) assets and divert
precision-guided weapons.
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Navies too employ a layered
suite of countermeasures,
ranging from floating chaff and
acoustic decoys to offboard
active deception systems, to
protect warships from missile
and submarine threats.

What is the new Bill to remove
PM, CM and Ministers?

What does the 130th Constitutional Amendment Bill state? Is there scope for misuse?

Rangarajan. R

The story so far:
he Union government has
introduced the 130th
Constitutional Amendment
Bill, under which a Minister
will be removed from office if they are
arrested and detained for 30 days in
relation to a criminal offence.

What does the Bill say?

The Bill seeks to amend Articles 75 and
164 of the Constitution that deal with the
Council of Ministers at the Union and
State level. It provides that a Minister,
who has been arrested and detained for
30 consecutive days in relation to an
allegation of committing an offence,
which is punishable with imprisonment
of at least five years, shall be removed
from his/her office. They would be
removed on the advice tendered by the
Prime Minister/Chief Minister (PM/CM). If

it »

the PM/CM does not tender such advice,
the Minister concerned shall
automatically cease to hold office from
the 31st day. If the PM/CM is arrested and
taken into custody for 30 consecutive
days, he/she shall tender his/her
resignation on the 31st day. However, the
PM, CM, or Minister can be subsequently
appointed on being released from
custody. It also seeks to amend Article
239AA with similar provisions for the
National Capital Territory of Delhi. These
amendments to the Constitution would
require a two-thirds majority in both
houses of Parliament for its passage.
Similar amendments have been proposed
to parliamentary laws that govern the
Union Territories of Jammu & Kashmir
and Puducherry. These Bills have been
referred to a Joint Parliamentary
Committee (JPC) for scrutiny.

What are the existing laws?
The Representation of the People Act,

1951 (RP Act) provides that any person
who is convicted in a criminal case and
sentenced to not less than two years in
jail, shall be disqualified from being a
member of Parliament or State legislature
for the period of their sentence and six
years thereafter. Section 8(4) of the RP Act
provided that with respect to a sitting
member of Parliament or State
legislature, such disqualification shall not
take effect if an appeal is filed against
such conviction. However, the Supreme
Court in Lily Thomas (2013) struck down
this clause as unconstitutional. It must be
noted that the existing law only provides
for disqualification for being a member of
Parliament or State Legislature and not
for being a minister.

In 2016, the Election Commission had
recommended that the RP Act be
amended to provide that persons against
whom charges are framed by a competent
court for an offence that is punishable
with imprisonment of at least five years

be barred from contesting elections.

What are the issues?

Firstly, it will result in elected
representatives losing their position by
mere police action even before the start
of a trial. Secondly, it undermines the
principles of parliamentary democracy
where the elected PM, CM enjoys the
power to choose their cabinet. Finally, it
gives the Centre disproportionate power
to initiate vindictive action against
ministers in opposition-ruled States.

What should be done?
Criminalisation of politics is a malaise
plaguing our democratic system.
However, the issues surrounding the Bill
need careful consideration.

Moreover, the Bill seems to try to
address the effect than the cause. Reports
by the Association of Democratic Reforms
states that 46% of MPs and 45% of MLAs
have criminal cases against them. It
added that the chances of winning for a
candidate with a criminal background
was 15.4% as against just 4.4% for a
candidate with a clean background. An
appropriate step then would be to not
field candidates who have criminal
records. Parties should instil this
self-discipline rather than provide tickets
to tainted candidates on the ground of
‘winnability’.

Rangarajan.R is a former IAS officer and
author of ‘Courseware on Polity Simplified’.
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The Bill seeks to amend
Articles 75 and 164 of the
Constitution that deal with the
Council of Ministers at the
Union and State level.
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In 2016, the Election
Commission had
recommended that the RP Act
be amended to provide that
persons against whom charges
are framed by a competent
court for an offence that is
punishable with imprisonment
of at least five years be barred
from contesting elections.
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Criminalisation of politics is a
malaise plaguing our
democratic system.
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Trump’s Intel deal: how the U.S. is
reinventing state capitalism

Washington’s deal to take a nearly 10% stake in Intel is more than just a bailout for the struggling chipmaker; it is a striking symbol of a new era in

American economic policy, one that bears an uncomfortable resemblance to European state capitalism of the 1960s

John Xavier

or decades, U.S. politicians have
looked across the Atlantic at
Europe’s experiments with
state-directed industry with a
mixture of pity and scorn. The French
model of dirigisme, with its state-owned

- champions and politically guided

investments, was often held up as a
cautionary tale of bureaucratic meddling
and economic sclerosis.

Yet, in a move that turns decades of
free-market economics on its head, the
U.S. government is now a leading
shareholder in one of Silicon Valley’s
founding giants. The agreement for
Washington to take a nearly 10% stake in
Intel is more than just a bailout for a
struggling chipmaker; it is a striking
symbol of a new era in American
economic policy, one that bears an
uncomfortable resemblance to the
European state capitalism of the 1960s.

Uneasy alliances

The deal itself, announced by President
Donald Trump, is an extraordinary piece
of political theatre and financial
engineering. The 10% stake in Intel will
not be funded by new money, but
through a clever conversion of funds
already allocated to the chipmaker
through the 2022 CHIPS and Science Act,
which was designed to bolster domestic
semiconductor manufacturing.

The current arrangement with Intel
was born of a hurried rapprochement
between the President and Intel’s chief
executive, Lip-Bu Tan. Mr. Trump had

previously called for Mr. Tan’s resignation
over his prior investments in Chinese
start-ups. After a meeting, however, the
President’s tone changed dramatically. It
is a transactional, almost improvisational,
approach to industrial strategy that has
become a hallmark of the administration.

“I said, I think you should pay us 10%
of your company. And they said ‘yes’ —
that is about $10 billion,” Mr. Trump told
about his interaction with Intel during an
Oval Office press briefing on Friday. “He
walked in wanting to keep his job, and he
ended up giving us $10 billion for the
U.S.,” Mr. Trump said.

This is not Mr. Trump’s isolated
venture. The White House has struck
other unusual deals, including allowing
Nvidia and AMD to sell certain Al
processors to China on the condition that
Washington receives a portion of the
revenue. The Intel deal, however, marks
the most significant direct equity stake in
a major technology firm, prompting Mr.
Trump to declare, “We do a lot of deals
like that: I'll do more of them.”

The parallel with 1960s Europe is
compelling. Back then, governments in
countries like France and Britain,
alarmed by what was dubbed the
“technology gap” with America, poured
public money into creating “national
champions” in strategic sectors such as
computers and aerospace. The belief was
that only the state had the deep pockets
and long-term vision to build companies
that could compete on a global scale.
These policies, however, were largely
unsuccessful, often resulting in
uncompetitive, state-coddled firms that

drained taxpayer funds and lagged in
innovation.

Intel, once the undisputed king of
semiconductors, now finds itself in a
position that makes it a candidate for such
state intervention. The company has been
haemorrhaging money, posting a
staggering operating loss in 2024, and has
fallen technologically behind rivals like
Taiwan’s TSMC. Its struggles to attract
external customers for its manufacturing
arm, and delays in construction plans in
States like Ohio have cast doubt on its
turnaround strategy. This weakness made
Intel uniquely receptive to Washington’s
offer. Foreign competitors like TSMC and
Samsung, which are also building
factories in the U.S. with CHIPS Act
subsidies, are far too successful and
valuable to entertain ceding a significant
equity stake to Uncle Sam.

So, this is not a case of the government
picking a winner, but of preventing a
national icon — and a critical node in the
domestic semiconductor supply chain —
from falling further into irrelevance.

A new kind of state intervention
However, there is a crucial distinction
between this new American
interventionism and its European
precursor. The government’s investment
is structured as a passive, non-voting
ownership stake. Washington will have no
seat on the board and no formal
governance rights, and has agreed to vote
with the company’s board on most
shareholder matters.

This suggests a more sophisticated
model than the heavy-handed state

control of the past. The goal appears to be
to provide vital capital and a government
seal of approval, ensuring the taxpayer
shares in any potential upside from a
successful turnaround, without
succumbing to the temptation of political
meddling in day-to-day operations.

Nonetheless, the risks are profound.
The line between a passive partner and
an influential stakeholder can blur,
especially if Intel’s troubles persist.
Future administrations may not share the
current hands-off approach. The
government is now financially exposed to
Intel’s performance, creating a dangerous
precedent where corporate failures in
strategic sectors become direct liabilities
for the public purse. This move
fundamentally alters the relationship
between the state and private enterprise
in a way that could introduce new and
unpredictable forms of political and
market risk.

The U.S’s foray into shareholder
activism is a reluctant one, born not of
ideological conviction but of geopolitical
necessity and fierce technological rivalry
with China. The long-held belief in the
inherent superiority of the free market is
giving way to a pragmatic, if uneasy,
embrace of industrial policy.

The Intel stake is a bold experiment in
this new reality. The critical question is
whether the U.S. can learn from Europe’s
past, deploying the power of the state to
nurture a strategic industry without
smothering the competitive spirit that
made it a world leader in the first place.
The American taxpayer now has $10
billion riding on the answer.
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A quiz on Uruguay on the 200th anniversary of the declaration of its independence

V.V. Ramanan industry?
A
A QUESTION 5
QUESTION 1 The ‘Maracanazo’ is part of the

Name the revolutionary group, led
by Juan Antonio Lavalleja and
Manuel Oribe, whose actions
against Brazil ended in the
foundation of modern Uruguay.
A

QUESTION 2

Apart from Brazil, with which
other nation does Uruguay share
its border?

A

QUESTION 3

What is the ‘Orientales, la Patria o
la Tumba’ and why is it in the
Guinness World Records?

A

QUESTION 4

In 2013, Uruguay became the first
country in the world to fully
legalise what controversial

CM
K

football lore of the two-time FIFA
World Cup-winning nation. What is
‘Maracanazo’?

A

QUESTION 6

The name of the country is believed
to originate from the Guarani
language for the main waterbody.
What does it mean?

A

QUESTION 7

Known for its strong secular
tradition, what is Christmas Day
officially called in Uruguay?

A

QUESTION 8

What is the traditional A
plant-extracted drink often

Visual question:

consumed from a hollow gourd with | Name this legendary footballer who won the ‘Golden Ball’ for the best
a metal straw called?

player of the 2010 World Cup. AFP

Questions and Answers to the August
22 edition of the daily quiz: 1. In 1989,
this landmark decision led to a sudden
increase in the number of voters in India.
Ans: To lower the voting age from 21 to
18

2. According to the Constitution, the CEC
can only be removed from office in the
same manneras ______. Ans: Supreme
Court judge

3. January 25 is observed as this. Ans:
National Voters’ Day

4. X is an independent verification printer
machine and is attached to electronic
voting machines. Ans: Voter Verified
Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT)

5. In the ongoing SIR exercise in Bihar, this
document was not accepted by the EC as
proof until the Supreme Court directed the
body to accept it. Ans: Aadhaar

Visual: This person designed the logo of the
EC. Ans: Amitabh Pandey

Early Birds: Sudhir Thapa| Aditi Anandita|
Navjot Singh| Saheni George| Vikash Kumar
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Her articles

are always full
of factoids

Don't be so sure of the promotion.
There is many a slip between the

cup and the lip

S. Upendran

What is the difference between ‘fact’
and ‘factoid’? (L. Sudharshan,
Nagpur)

The famous American author, Norman
Mailer, is believed to have coined and
used ‘factoid’ in his book on Marilyn
Monroe written in the early 1970s. While
a ‘fact’ can be verified, a ‘factoid’ cannot
be. Mailer defines his new word as “facts
which have no existence before appearing
in a magazine or a newspaper, creations
which are not so much lies, as a product
to manipulate the silent majority.” In
other words, the original meaning of
factoid was an unsubstantiated statement
that is often presented as a fact in print.
Over the years, the meaning of the word
has gradually changed. A factoid no
longer needs to be a printed statement; it
can be spoken. It is a questionable
statement that people are brainwashed
into believing as being true because of the
constant repetition in the media. Many of
our politicians’ speeches, for example,
are laced with factoids rather than facts.
Nowadays, the word is also used to mean
a ‘trivial fact’ — an interesting piece of
information which is of no significance.

Sashi wastes nearly four hours every
day looking for insignificant factoids.

The statement that everyone in America
owns a car is a factoid.

As far as the pronunciation is
concerned, the first syllable is like the
word ‘fact’, and the following ‘oid’ is
pronounced like the ‘oid’ in ‘avoid’,
‘devoid’ and ‘steroid’. The word is
pronounced ‘FAC-toid” with the stress is
on the first syllable.

What is the meaning and origin of
‘there’s many a slip ‘twixt the cup
and the lip’? (Sankara Narayana,
Hyderabad)

The word ‘twixt’ is the short form of
‘betwixt’ meaning ‘between’; in fact,
nowadays, many people prefer to say,
‘many a slip between the cup and the lip’.
This relatively old expression is mostly
used to caution someone not to become
overconfident about an enterprise.
Although everything looks rosy right now,
and success seems within reach,
something unexpected may happen and
ruin everything — the project may end up
being a disaster and if it is a game, you
might end up losing it. As our cricket
commentators frequently say, you might
end up snatching defeat from the jaws of
victory!

The actors were certain that the
shooting would go according to plan. The
Director, however, cautioned them that
there was many a slip between the cup and
the lip. An hour later, it started pouring.

Sinner is the favourite to win the
tournament, but there’s many a slip twixt
the cup and the lip.

upendrankye@gmail.com

Word of the day

Frigid:
extremely cold; devoid of warmth and cordiality;
expressive of unfriendliness or disdain

Syno NYMS? arctic, glacial, icy, frosty, cold

Usage: She welcomed him with a very frigid
greeting.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/frigidpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /fudzid/

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Text & Context’
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Unjust move

Sacking authorities merely on arrest negates natural justice

he government sprung a surprise on the

penultimate day of Parliament’s monsoon

session by introducing a Bill to amend
Articles 75,164 and 239AA of the Constitution to
disqualify the Prime Minister, Council of Ministers,
Chief Ministers and State Ministers if they are
arrested and detained for 30 consecutive days on
allegations of offences punishable with five years’
imprisonment.

]

Two other Bills were introduced to extend the
effect of the proposed Constitutional
amendment to Jammu and Kashmir and
Union Territories. The argument that a Bill of
this import ought to have been circulated in
advance and properly debated at the time of
introduction was dismissed by the ruling BJP
as a quibble against the noble legislative
intent to purge corruption. A day later, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi asserted in rallies
that he wants the PM and CMs to be penalised
for corruption but the Opposition is running
scared. It bears reminding that an existing
statute — the Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act,
2013 — has provisions for prosecution of PM
and CMs, but is ineffective because the
government has not staffed it adequately.

The Bill is expected to fail in Parliament
because the government lacks the required
two-thirds majority. The BJP may well project
the loss as evidence of the Opposition
championing corruption. Cynical politics
apart, the truly serious aspect of this move is
that it upends the foundational principle of
presumption of innocence until proven guilty
in criminal jurisprudence. Violating
principles of natural justice, the proposed law
assumes guilt till innocence is proven. By the
government’s own admission, of the 193 cases
initiated by the Enforcement Directorate
against politicians in the last ten years, only
two convictions have been achieved. The
government wants to penalise Constitutional
functionaries with disqualification simply on
the basis of arrest and unproven charges. Itis
also disquieting that all the 12 sitting
ministers and CMs — namely Arvind Kejriwal
and Hemant Soren — who have been jailed in
the last ten years, belonged to the Opposition.
At the same time, of the 25 prominent
Opposition politicians facing action from
central investigation agencies, cases were
closed against three and stalled against 20
others when they joined the BJP.

The Constitution guards against precisely
such procedural persecution by not
mandating automatic removal of PM, CMs or
State Ministers simply for their arrest or
custody. They hold office on the pleasure of
the President/Governor and removal is a
matter of either vote of no-confidence in
respective legislatures or disqualification
governed by the provisions in Article 102
which include office of profit et al. The
Representation of People Act, 1951, at the
same time, states that members of different
legislatures are disqualified only after
conviction in criminal cases. There are no
grounds to overturn this scheme. If the
objective is to instil accountability in public
life, there are other ways of achieving

that goal.

FROM THE VIEWSROOM.

T20 Asia Cup: Should India play Pakistan?

|
B Baskar

he T20 Asia Cup is starting
I on September 9 with the

UAE playing host. The
marquee match is of course
between arch rivals India and
Pakistan on September 14. This
has predictablyled to a round of
hand-wringing here — should
India play Pakistan in the
backdrop of the horrific Pahalgam
terror attack and the ensuing
Operation Sindoor?

India and Pakistan have not
played a bilateral cricket series in
thelast 17 years since the 26/11
Mumbai terror attacks. But the
two countries have played each
other in ICC tournaments — ODI
T20 World Cups, even when India
has hosted it. After the 26/11
attacks India played Pakistan in
the semi-finals of the 2011 ODI
World Cup at Mohali with the
then PMs of both countries in
attendance.

During the peak of the Kargil
conflict India played Pakistan at
Manchester in the 1999 ODI
World Cup and there have been
several instances since.

That sport and politics should

not mix is a cliche that has been
done to death, but they are both
intricately bound to each other.
After all the modern Olympic
movement was birthed during the
high noon of Western imperialism
and, like cricket, was verymuch a
part of the West’s ‘civilising the
Natives’ agenda. In an interesting
twist, the ‘colonies’ often used
sportas a vehicle of national
expression, so beating the former
rulers in their own game acquired
a special resonance. Sport is of
course now a multi-billion dollar
business and the BCCI is now the
richest sports body globally. So
commerce and politics collide in
the most interesting of ways, with
politics more often than not
ceding space to commerce.

So given the political minefield
that exists between India and
Pakistan, eschewing bilateral
series and playing Pakistan only in
ICC tournaments may seem the
most ‘pragmatic’ option for the
BCCI, which always has an eye on
the moolah. But cricket fans of
certain vintage can’t help looking
back nostalgically at an era when
Imran and Wasim used to bowl
their 140 kmph deliveries at Sunil
and Sachin.
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Publishing

defies canons of

MiCcroeconomics

There are no entry and exit barriers and there is no capital requirement.

LINE &
LENGTH.

TCA SRINIVASA RAGHAVAN

ast weekend I attended a
series of meetings convened
by the The Book Review
Literary Trust to celebrate 50
years of its existence. The
overall theme of the three sessions that
comprised the meeting was ‘Indian
Publishing Since Independence’.

The Trust brings out a monthly
journal called The Book Review. The first
issue came out in 1976 and since then it
hasbeen published without a break.

It has been run, against all odds, by
two ladies. One of them is my sister. Iam
amember of its editorial advisory board.
My wife is a trustee.

And, for good measure, I should add
that I have written a novel that’s about
publishing as it was in the 1970s. It is not
very complimentary.

My first job, by the way, was in
publishing. I spent five years in a large
multinational publishing house.

After listening to the speakers it
appears to me that nothing except
printing technology and reader tastes
have changed much since then.

The Book Review journal was the idea
of former president KR Narayanan and
others, like the historian S Gopal who

was the grandson of another former
president, S Radhakrishnan. They
thought India needed something like
The New York Review of Books or the
Times Literary Supplement.

The idea was to give a platform to
publishers to get their books reviewed
and the readers a chance to acquaint
themselves with new ideas. The journal
has lived up to those expectations
entirely because of the two ladies
mentioned above, who edit it.

It could have grown into something
very much bigger than it is. After all, it’s
been around for half a century. But its
paid circulation now is only around
15,000 including digital and libraries.

Asusual, money has been a huge
constraint. Paradoxically, advertising
support from publishers, who are major
beneficiaries, has been grudging and
sporadic.

Itis others with a proper sense of
public purpose and duty, like Nandan
Nilekani, who have been unwavering in
their support. He funded the journal’s
digitisation project. As a result, all back

It’s an industry that
survives on making its
workmen the brand,
namely, the authors. The
publishing house is a brand
derived from them

Anyone can become a publisher so it’s perfectly competitive

issues are now available digitally.

A subordinate theme of the
roundtable was the role that reviews
play. The publishers all agreed that they
play an important role but only if it all
amounted to free publicity.

Reviews, they felt, are the perfect
substitute for advertising their wares.
It’s such a flawed view because so few
newspapers now carry book reviews.

And now Al writes reviews on
demand. My colleague on this
newspaper who co-manages the books
page says there is nowa flood of
unsolicited reviews.

PUBLISHING VS ECONOMICS
Amazingly, in spite of the griping, the
publishers felt that their industry was
growing at anice clip. But they kept
complaining that it was faced with a very
bleak future.

Reason: dwindling readers. And, they
said, Covid had been utterly devastating
because bookshops that had shut down
never reopened.

The truth about the publishing
industry, however, is that it defies all the
canons of microeconomics. Thus, there
are no entry and exit barriers and there
is no capital requirement. Anyone can
become a publisher soit’s perfectly
competitive.

It’s also a multi-product industry,
with knobs on. Not only is every single
book distinct from every other one,
every firm is producing books that
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compete with other books published by
itself. That’s true of many other things,
like soaps and shoes but none of them
has the uniqueness feature of books.

It’s an industry that survives on
making its workmen the brand, namely,
the authors. The publishing houseis a
brand derived from them.

The idea of a ‘reputable’ publisher is
therefore complete nonsense. What
matters is sales. That’s natural in a high
risk, low margin business.

That’s also the reason why big
publishers offer such huge advances. It’s
like aracetrack deriving its reputation
from the horses that race on it.

Pricing is based on what the overall
perception is of what the market can
bear. That perception is usually three or
four times what it actually can. That is
why there is such a thriving market for
second hand and discounted books.

The industry is also a major gambling
den because no one really knows which
book will succeed. Generally the ratio is
one in 100,000. That’s the same as the
probability of anyone winning a small
lottery.

Then there is distribution. The
wholesalers demand discounts of up to
50 per cent. And they reserve the right to
return unsold copies. Just imagine this
happening to, say, bananas. Both are
highly perishable.

I am not saying this. One of the
publishers said it. I have only added the
banana bit.

Judicial implications of ‘emergency’ tariff powers

The tariffs didn’t stop drugs, but they disrupted supply chains and turned US into an unpredictable trade partner

L]
N Srinivasa Reddy
Meera Laetitia B Aranha

hen President Donald Trump
‘ ;s ; issued Executive Order 14157
and declared a national
emergency under the law to target
violent drug cartels, the aim sounded
urgent and justified.

He blamed foreign actors, cartels in
Latin America, lax border enforcement
in Canada, and chemical suppliersin
China for flooding the US with deadly
fentanyl and other illicit drugs, along
with violent criminals and vicious gangs.
In response, his administration imposed
sweeping ad valorem tariffs ranging
from 10 to 50 per cent, not just on
targeted industries or nations, but
eventually on all imports from nearly
every US trading partner.

What started as a measure to tackle
the drug trafficking cartels and violent
gangs soon expanded to all imports
across all trading partners.

Several businesses and states filed a
case in the United States Court of
International Trade called V.O.S.
Selections, Inc. v. USA (2025).

The three-member court ruled that
executive orders from President Trump,
which imposed broad tariffs under the
International Emergency Economic
Powers Act (IEEPA), are invalid.

These tariffs affected imports from
Canada, Mexico, China, and other
trading partners, citing national

emergencies about drug trafficking and
trade imbalances.

Instead of simply issuing a stay, the
court took the extraordinary step of
releasing a summary judgment. The
court’s decision not only cancels these
tariffs but also confirms the limits of
executive power in trade issues.

While this case is with the appeals
court, the verdict has significant
political and economic effects for the
world.

FOUR IMPLICATIONS

Politically, it has four implications. First,
the court found that the executive
ordersissued by President Trump were
effectively usurping legislative powers.
The court ruled that national emergency
powers do not allow the President to
unilaterally change trade policy.

This may set a precedent that could
constrain future administrations from
using emergency powers as a backdoor
to implement broad trade policies
without Congressional approval.

Second, the judgment differentiates
between legitimate uses of the IEEPA
and overreach. IEEPA was created to
allow the President to address “unusual
and extraordinary threats” to national
security, foreign policy, or the economy.
The court found that tariffs imposed
under the guise of national emergencies,
such as drug trafficking and trade
deficits, did not meet the necessary legal
standards.

Thirdly, this verdict restricts the

TRUMP TARIFFS. Leading to higher
costs for US businesses and
CONSUMErSREUTERS

scope of the IEEPA only to trade
matters. It signals to future
administrations that national
emergencies used to justify broad
measures like tariffs must be directly
tied to specific trade threats.

Finally, the judgment affects US trade
relations in both the short and long
term. The tariffs didn’t stop drugs, but
they disrupted supply chains,
undermined goodwill, and made the US
anunpredictable trade partner. The
tariffs also led to higher costs for US
businesses and consumers.
Furthermore, retaliatory measures from
trading partners led to lower exports. If
the tariffs are removed, it may help
reduce tensions and create more stable
trade flows.

Beyond the political ramifications, the
court order exposes a fundamental
economic flaw: tariffs are ineffective

against criminal enterprises. Drugs are
already banned, and traffickers operate
outside legal trade channels, and they
don’t pay customs duties. Yet, under the
guise of a national emergency, the
Trump administration imposed
sweeping tariffs not just on illicit goods,
but on all imports from all trading
partners, damaging legitimate
commerce.

MISUSE OF NATIONAL SECURITY
Combating drug trafficking requires law
enforcement, intelligence cooperation,
and bilateral cooperation, not tariffs.
The solution is to target criminals, not
trade.

The Trump administration’s misuse
of national security to justify broad
tariffs marked a troubling shift, turning
emergency powers into a cover for trade
protectionism. This not only
undermines democratic norms and
global trust in the rule-based
international order but also invites
similar overreach by other nations,
eroding the rules-based trade order.

The court’s ruling is a crucial
correction, a clear message that tariffs
require legal authority and that criminal
threats demand law enforcement, not
economic punishment of lawful trade.
The judgment is under appeal, but the
logic of the court is impeccable, with
implications for all trading countries.

The writers are faculty, TA Pai Management Institute,
Manipal
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Full of beans

The Soy Connext 2025 inaugural in
Washington had a few humorous
moments, particularly whena
reference was made to US President
Donald Trump.

It was an indication of how peoplein

the US are shocked by Trump’s
statements. For soyabean growers,
who attended the event, the concern
was over China not buying any beans
from the new crop, whichisdueina
couple of weeks.

Jim Sutter, CEO of the US Soybean
Export Council, said his organisation
had set up a special elevator for the
US President to come and make an
announcement at the event, leaving
the audience bursting out in
laughter.

Bharat Atta

The Centre plans to include soya
flour in Bharat Atta as part of its
efforts to address protein deficiency

Trump effect

among the citizens and boost
soyabean consumption. A little bird
says a similar attempt was made in
Gujaratin 2012, when Prime Minister
Narendra Modi was its chief minister.
However, with irregularities taking
place, the scheme wound up soon.
Have Modiand his men drawn
lessons from that experience?

The CEO of aleading
auto-component maker is so
worried about Trump tariffs that the
first thing he does early morning
these days is read Financial Times
and Wall Street Journal rather than
Indian newspapers.

morning was read Indian
newspapers.

tariff. It’s so worrying and
unpredictable,” he says.
Over to ChatGPT

on ChatGPT”!

The confused scribe wanted to

Earlier, the first thing he did in the

“lam reading foreign newspapers to
know what Trump had to say on the

Is it keeping with technology or
maintaining secrecy? A hackin
Telangana messaged a senior official
in the State finance department
wanting to know if the official can
spare some time. What surprised the
scribe was the response: “Message

understand how many channels of
communications are to be used to
getasimple answer — SMS,
WhatsApp or ChatGPT!
Marriage advice

Social media was buzzing with some
banter from Tejaswi Yadav atan
eventin Bihar. Toaquestion on
Chirag Paswan, Yadav went on to say
that we should stick to issues. My
advice to himis: “l am requesting him
(Chirag Paswan) to get married
soon!” Hearing this, Rahul Gandhi,
who was sitting beside Yadav, said:
“This is applicable for me too..”,
easing the atmosphere!
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The fit framework

The monetary policy framework has worked well

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has released a discussion paper on the monetary-
policy framework. As the second review of the flexible inflation-targeting regime
approaches in March 2026, the central bank has opened the floor for discussion.
The paper makes clear that the current framework, anchored to a4 per cent target
with a 2 percentage point tolerance band on both sides, has served the Indian
economy well since its adoption in 2016. The trend-inflation rate has hovered close
to the target, except mostly in times of excess volatility, and the credibility of the
central bank has visibly strengthened. Household inflation expectations, which
spiked during the pandemic, have since moderated. Yet, since the target is to be
reviewed by the central government in consultation with the RBI every five years,
it has done well to open the floor for a broader discussion. The paper poses four
key questions for public feedback. First, whether the headline- or core-inflation
rate (non-food, non-fuel) should guide monetary policy; second, whether the 4
per cent target remains appropriate; third, whether the 2 percentage point band
remains suitable; finally, if the framework should stick to a fixed-point target or
move to a range to provide greater flexibility. These questions go to the heart of
balancing credibility with adaptability.

On the first question, the paper’s reasoning is sound. To ignore the food-infla-
tion rate in a country like India would be to ignore the welfare of millions for whom
food expenditure is the dominant share of the household budget. The core-infla-
tion rate may be less volatile, but the headline-inflation rate better reflects the cost
of living. Moreover, international practice overwhelmingly favours the headline-
inflation rate as the target metric, regardless of income levels or development
stage. Uganda remains the exception among the inflation-targeting countries. For
India, this rate must therefore remain the anchor. What is needed is a periodic re-
view of the consumer-price index to better reflect household consumption. On
the 4 per cent inflation target, it is worth remembering that it was chosen after
much consideration. Raising the target risks being seen by markets as dilution of
price discipline. No major central bank has increased the target in the recent past.
Also, empirical evidence supports the 4 per cent target. Thus, it would make sense
to stick to the target for a considerable period and build credibility before looking
at the possibility of a change.

On the third question of the tolerance band, the 2 percentage point band
cushion has provided much-needed flexibility, especially in periods of supply
shocks, such as the Ukraine war. The upper end is also determined by the thresh-
old level of inflation, beyond which it becomes detrimental to growth. Several
economies have narrowed the band over time. However, for India, given the vola-
tility in food prices, it makes sense to retain the band for now. Finally, should the
target itself be replaced by a range? A range would undoubtedly provide the RBI
with more flexibility. But there is a danger that it might blur communication and
affect expectations. For a country where inflation expectations have only recently
been firmly tamed, credibility is best preserved by a point target, with the band
serving as a practical margin for shocks. The experience of the past decade shows
that inflation targeting has served India well, and it would be appropriate to con-
tinue with the existing framework until there is enough empirical evidence to sug-
gest a need for change.

India on the Al map

Policy structures need to evolve

India is high on the priority list of OpenAL. It is looking to establish its physical
presence here and is in the process of opening an office. It also recently launched
a low-cost subscription plan, ChatGPT (generative pre-training transformer) Go,
specifically for Indian users, which would affect the dynamics of India’s artificial
intelligence (AI) ecosystem. The new offer, at ¥399 per month, is much cheaper
than the top-end Pro plan of 19,999, and it offers enhanced message limits,
image-generation capabilities, file-uploading capabilities, chat memory, and data
analysis. These features are supported by the latest model, GPT-5, and the plan
will offer more support for local languages. OpenAl Chief Executive Officer Sam
Altman has argued that this is, in some sense, a test launch into its second-largest
market, and it will roll out similar plans worldwide after it has absorbed feedback
and responses. From OpenAlI’s perspective, this may help monetise usage of an
already popular tool. It is also a response to competition arising from Airtel’s
bundled offer of a year’s free subscription to ChatGPT s rival Perplexity Pro (worth
roughly 317,000 a year) to post-paid subscribers.

For many Indians, access to affordable Al tools could be a game-changer. It
will enable small businesses and individuals (especially students) to use such tools
more effectively, and thus, work out more use cases and solutions as they play with
different possibilities. Users may find ChatGPT becoming a force multiplier as
they learn how to organise work and create custom GPTs to build Al tools tailored
to their specific needs. OpenAl may hope that, as Al penetration in the general
population increases and as user sophistication improves with exposure, ChatGPT
(along with Perplexity, Claude, Gemini, Grok, and other Als) will become indis-
pensable, and calibrated tariff raises will be possible. The number of ChatGPT
users in India trebled during 2024, and OpenAl says it is committed to locally stor-
ing the data from Indian users of ChatGPT Enterprise, ChatGPT Edu, and the
OpenAl API platform. This complies with India’s current policy on data localisa-
tion and privacy. Of course, OpenAl will develop insights by working with that
data, and given the dependency of Al on the creation and understanding of large
data sets, this could in itself give OpenAl a big lead over the competition.

However, while this move to localise should be welcomed, India needs to take
alook at its privacy safeguards. Free web search is subsidised by ads that leverage
personalised user information gathered by identifying intent from search, cache,
and cookies. Al models could find ways to monetise data in different but anal-
ogous ways. A shift has clearly occurred in usage with surfers increasingly moving
to Al-driven searches from the “vanilla” Google model. Offers like ChatGPT Go
and bundled Perplexity Pro herald acceleration in Al penetration. The Indian regu-
latory framework for managing Al-related privacy and surveillance risks needs to
evolve. There are critically important issues about algorithmic transparency, bias,
and automated decision-making. Policy needs to be developed to ensure Al com-
panies offer transparency regarding the collection, storage, processing, and mon-
etisation of data. This should go beyond the current legal mandates on what data
is collected and stored, and why it’s being used, to offer more details about mon-
etisation, including how platforms intend to profit from behavioural data or pro-
filing, and information shared with third parties.
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Do institutions matter? Donald Trump’s sustained assault

on them will give us an answer

Institutions matter. They are the foundation on which
growth, investment, and economic stability must be
built. Or is it the other way around? Is it economic
shifts that give rise to modern institutions? Econ-
omists have sought to identify the causal relationship
between these two for a long time; last year, three
economists won the discipline’s Nobel Prize for work
that seemed to demonstrate how institutions that
were supportive of investment, and not extractive,
could lead to decades, indeed centuries,
of growth.

We are living in the middle, however,
of a great experiment. We owe this to
American President Donald Trump, who
in his second administration has chosen
to break free of the shackles that appar-
ently constrained his first, and dismantle
multiple institutions that long defined the
American economy and the presidency.
Will the United States’ (US’) economic out-
performance survive this effort? Can the
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world’s strongest and deepest economy MIHIR S SHARMA

completely rewrite the code book, this President has
attacked the very basis of the separation of powers.
Yes, Congress could step in at any point and so bears
its share of responsibility. After all, it is highly unlikely
that in an anonymous, conscience vote of its
members, the legislature would agree that the Trump
tariffs are a good idea. But its cowardly complicity in
the process of undermining itself does not change the
institutional damage that has been done. An account-
able and deliberative legislature, a fast-
moving but constrained executive: This
has been the policy-making system that
has delivered growth and flexibility to the
US. Can growth continue without it?

| Another pillar of the US economy has

been the excellence, rapidity, and trans-
parency of its data. We know from month
to month how well the economy is doing,
in part through what is known as the jobs
report. Of course, as with all statistics,
later and more accurate results can differ
in some important essentials from in-

retain its momentum even when the
foundation on which it is built is dismantled? The
answer awaits us in the coming decade.

The actions that have made the most headlines
outside the US since President Trump took office are
the tariffs that he has threatened, announced, or im-
plemented against multiple counties, including India.
Lost in this discussion is the basic fact that Mr Trump
is going further than constitutional propriety allows.
The US’ system of checks and balances does not assign
the making of trade policy to the chief executive. That
is the privilege of the legislative branch — of the US
Congress. In taking it upon himself to not just imple-
ment emergency safeguarding tariffs but indeed to

terim results that are partly based on leads
and extrapolation. But after one such revision in the
jobs report recently that caused embarrassment to ad-
ministration, the head of the agency responsible for
compiling these official statistics was fired. The re-
placement named by Mr Trump neither has the back-
ground fit for the job nor a history of independence
that could maintain trust in official statistics. US pol-
icy-making — as well as investment into its economy
— has been eased by the availability of high-quality
data. The Indian economy, which has lost many of its
most effective data series, or had to endure them being
rendered incomparable across time, is a cautionary
tale of how the absence of good statistics can lead to

suboptimal policy choices. It also shows how investors
and firms that are forced to grope in the dark or rely on
their own high-frequency sources and formulae to fig-
ure out the state of the economy. Will the US economy
suffer correspondingly? And will it reduce the scale or
accuracy of investment?

And then there is the question of central bank in-
dependence. Since the 1970s, we have understood the
importance of a separate monetary authority. If the fis-
cal authorities are given a free rein to print money,
then its incentives are misaligned. Controlling infla-
tion over time requires a central bank that responds to
real signals from the economy, and not to political
pressures. India’s recent economic history seems to
support this thesis; monetary targeting that was intro-
duced a decade ago has anchored inflation expecta-
tions and helped the government keep its lenders in
the bond markets in control.

Governments always want growth to happen on
their watch. And they want to spend money now, be-
cause inflation, if it follows, will happen later. Thus
their own choices on interest rates are always biased
downwards: They want lower rates than might be
optimal for a particular inflation-growth mix. This
has played out many times in the past in India and
in other countries. It is now visible in the US as well,
where Mr Trump has threatened to fire one governor
of the Federal Reserve, and appointed another
whose main distinguishing feature is personal
loyalty to the President. His main target continues to
be Fed Chairman Jerome Powell; investors today
cannot be sure that the chair can survive, or even if
the Fed board’s apparent move towards looser mon-
etary policy is based purely on the merits or because
they are giving in to pressure.

The US has long prided itself on its institutions.
It has also been one of the most reliable sources of
sustained and consistent economic growth for the
world. It is natural for our intuition to link these two
facts. That intuition will now be tested. But we have
already learned one thing. The US’ institutions, at
least, were not designed as well as many have long
claimed. They are not prepared to withstand a Presi-
dent who sees disagreement, or even uncomfortable
statistics, as a conspiracy rather than the normal pro-
cess of politics. Richard Nixon was indeed paranoid
about independent institutions — but he was de-
throned thanks to the disapproval of right-thinking
members of his own party. Thus the US’ institutions
also depend upon crucial individuals — regulators,
centrist members of Congress, judges, investigators
— doing their jobs properly and without colluding
with each other. Perhaps that is true of all institu-
tions; but I suspect the US’ are in fact more depend-
ent on personal integrity than others. They appeared
stronger than others not because of their design but
because they have so rarely been tested. It is sobering
to consider that the last time that all these many cogs
in the machine of the federal government aban-
doned independence en masse to serve a higher par-
tisan and sectional calling was more than 150 years
ago, in the runup to the Civil War.

Can GST 2.0 spark a growth boom?

Prime Minister Narendra Modi used his Indepen-
dence Day address to announce a sweeping simplifi-
cation of India’s goods and services tax (GST) regime.
The patchwork of the four main rates (5 per cent, 12
per cent, 18 per cent, and 28 per cent) will now be col-
lapsed into two — 5 per cent and 18 per cent. A puni-
tive 40 per cent levy will remain for “sin” goods such
as tobacco.

The aim, the government said, is to ease com-
pliance, reduce distortions, and put more money in
consumers’ hands. To investors and economists, the
announcement sounded eerily familiar. Six years ago,
on September 20, 2019, Union Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman stunned India Inc by slashing cor-
porate-tax rates from 30 per cent to 22 per
cent, and from 25 per cent to 15 per cent
for new manufacturers. For firms such as
Hindustan Unilever, Asian Paints, Nestlé
India, Bajaj Finance and HDFC Bank, the
cuts meant a windfall. The BSE Sensex
soared 5.3 per cent that day, and 2.8 per
cent the following Monday, its biggest
two-day rally in years. Yet, the enthusiasm
faded quickly.

Why? Because the tax cuts were just a
knee-jerk reaction, a desperate response
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to a flagging economy. Growth had
slowed to 5 per cent in the first quarter of CHOICE
that year — 3.5 per cent according to old  DEBASHIS BASU

quarters. Revenue grew 7.3 per cent Y-o-Y, but except-
ing financial services and oil companies, growth was
only 5.3 per cent. Profit before tax fell 7.4 per cent. The
earnings of 3,051 listed firms shrank. India’s core sector
output grew just 2 per cent Y-o0-Y in July, down from
2.2 per centin June.

Industrial output, too, dropped to a 10-month low
of 1.5 per cent in June. Slippages at Indian banks rose
26 per cent Y-o-Y in Q1FY26, driven by stress in
microfinance and unsecured retail portfolios. Fresh
slippages reached 349,000 crore, up from 339,000
crore a year earlier. Recoveries and upgrades fell 3.4
per cent to 328,000 crore, while writeoffs declined
marginally to 326,500 crore. Gross non-performing as-
sets (GNPASs) rose 6.7 per cent to I4.8 tril-
lion. The data suggests early signs of
credit fatigue.

Foreign portfolio investors (FPIs),
spooked by sluggish earnings and a slid-
ing rupee, sold Indian equities worth 3210
billion ($2.5 billion) in the first half of Au-
gust alone, bringing outflows to 31.16 tril-
lion ($14 billion) in 2025 till now. Foreign
institutional investors (FIIs) sharply re-
duced their exposure to Indian equities in
July, making India the most underweight
market among emerging market port-
folios. India’s relative weighting fell to a
negative 2.9 percentage points versus the

calculations. Exports were languishing,
unemployment was rising, and auto sales had sunk to
a two-decade low. The financial sector was in crisis,
with shadow banks teetering. The tax bonanza was
supposed to spur companies to reinvest their savings,
leading to employment opportunities being gener-
ated. But higher retained earnings don’t drive the ex-
pansion plans of cash-rich companies, only strong
secular demand does. No wonder the generous tax
cuts did not translate into corporate expansion.

We are still waiting for the private capital expendi-
ture upcycle; but, six years later, we are getting another
sharp tax cut. The economic setting in 2025 is less cata-
strophic, but hardly robust. India Inc’s core earnings
shrank 3.3 per cent year-on-year (Y-0-Y) in April-June
2025-26 (Q1FY26), the second contraction in four

MSCI Emerging Markets (EM) index.
Meanwhile, China, Hong Kong, and South Korea saw
increased allocations.

Can GST 2.0 reverse this picture? Cutting con-
sumption tax for the masses is different from cutting
corporation tax for rich companies. The State Bank of
India reckons that rationalisation could lift annual
consumption by nearly 2 trillion, or about 8 per cent
of the household demand. In an economy where con-
sumption contributes nearly 60 per cent of gross do-
mestic product (GDP), the hope is that higher
household spending will ripple through manufactur-
ing and services, spurring growth.

But, the immediate trigger for the cuts is geopoliti-
cal. In a sharp escalation of tensions, the United
States (US) has branded India a “prime enabler” of

Russia’s war machine because of its decision to pur-
chase cheap Russian oil. From August 27, Washington
will start imposing a 50 per cent tariff on around $50
billion worth of Indian exports — more than half its
$80 billion in annual shipments to the US. Few im-
porters will absorb such a price hike. Unless exporters
find other buyers, a large chunk of sales will vanish.
This is where a lower consumption tax makes sense.
Domestic consumption, courtesy GST 2.0, is in-
tended as a buffer.

However, the mercurial American President can
escalate his economic war by targeting Indian soft-
ware exports, the HiB visa, and foreign remittances,
which are critical to India’s balance of payments
and currency stability. But till that happens, GST
2.0 will help.

The trouble is that such tactical cuts do little to ad-
dress India’s deeper weaknesses. If the 2019 tax-cut
policy had been part of a coherent philosophy, it would
have been built into the Budget, and not come as a bolt
from the blue. The same is true today. A one-off reduc-
tion in consumption tax may cushion consumers
against tariff shocks but does nothing to repair the
structural impediments to growth.

India’s persistent failure to capture global market
shareisillustrative. Consider textiles, one of our top 10
exports: In 2010, China controlled 36 per cent of global
exports; by 2018, its share slipped to 31.3 per cent due
to rising wages. Vietnam and Bangladesh seized the
opening, doubling their shares to 6.2 per cent and 6.4
per cent respectively. India’s share fell slightly, from 3.3
per cent to 3.2 per cent. Taxes were not the issue; rather,
the “frictional costs” of doing business in India — red
tape, corruption, poor logistics, and inconsistent pol-
icies — held firms back. The corporate tax cut of 2019
was meant to signal a pro-growth turn. Instead, it
ended up as an improvised fix. GST 2.0 risks
being another.

There is one difference between the two situations,
though. The 2019 cut fuelled an explosion of specula-
tions about more Big Bang reforms being on the way.
No one is expecting that anymore.

The writer is editor of www.moneylife.in and a
trustee of the Moneylife Foundation; @Moneylifers

A memoir of Ukraine through the family tree

where she worked.

again; her mother fed her and three
siblings sludge she scraped off a
machine at the milk-processing plant

writer and has raised millions for her
besieged country thanksto a
#CookForUKraine initiative. But with
Strong Roots she arrives on the map as
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ALEXANDRA JACOBS

By now the therapeutic value of
kneading bread dough is so well
established as to be almost a cliché. But
what of the psychic release from
chopping cabbage?

“Ioften say that if I could do nothing
else except chop for the rest of my days,
Iwould be happy,” the chef Olia
Hercules writes in Strong Roots, a
memoir of her Ukrainian heritage.

Hercules lives in London, where
she’s worked for Ottolenghi, the chain
of restaurant-delis that made
vegetables sexier than steak, and has
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written several delightful,
conversational cookbooks, with recipes
for dishes like Soviet goose noodles and
watermelon skin jam.

Russia’s invasion of Ukraine in 2022
has fractured her family of origin. Her
brother joined the Kyiv territorial
defence forces. Her parents fled their
home city of Kakhovka, where the
destruction of the local dam in 2023
has been ecologically and
economically devastating.

Strong Roots is its own kind of dam,
against the rushing anguish of war and
generational trauma.

Hercules’ maternal grandmother,
Liusia, who died at 84 in the early
aughts, emerges as a formidable
heroine. During “holodomor,” Stalin’s
intentional famine of Ukrainian
peasants in the early 1930s, she was
forcibly and most horribly “repatriated”
with her siblings by cattle train to
northern Russia. All of the terms for this
are euphemisms.

cce

Deportation’ in English is too
formal a word, which hints at
something to do with law,” Hercules
writes. “There was no law here. Just
people who were robbed, murdered,
deported or starved. The term they
used in Russian was even worse, na
poselenie, literally ‘to make a
settlement.’ There was no settle in this
settlement, more of an uprooting, a
complete de-indigenization.”

On such trips many children froze to
death and were “piled on top of each
other, like logs.”

Liusia survived being pitched off
the train into a snowy forest, found
work as a nanny and later at a flower
nursery and a vegetable canning
factory. She met a man named Viktor
atadance. Soviet guidelines at the
time mandated a distance of three
centimeters between courting couples
and forbade them to “danceina
distorted way,” but they managed,
married and went on to have three

sons and three daughters.

Viktor had won medals in World
War II, but when he was caught
scything a small amount of
grain for the family cow
during a famine, he was sent
to a faraway gulag. When
Stalin “croaked,” family
members wet their eyes with
saliva to hide their rejoicing
from a compliant in-law.

Liusia sold fruit and eggs
and educated herself reading
Dumas and Hugo until the
wee hours, then would wake
early to milk the cow. She
lived to try aerobics, cultivate
arose garden and, Hercules
writes, “taught us to listen to
our cooking.”

The author was also able to
record tales of hardship from
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STRONG ROOTS: A
Memoir of Food,
Family, and Ukraine
by Olia Hercules
Published by Knopf
288 pages

her Siberian paternal grandmother,
Vera. Vera’s father, a cobbler, was taken
away by Bolsheviks, never to be seen

an attentive nature writer too. Her
passages about kayaking through
waterlily-filled marshland; about
walking along “the long living
corridor” of grapevines; or about her
young son’s teeth marks on the low-
hanging apples in her mother’s
abandoned orchard where the garden
has five kinds of basil are a Technicolor
dreamscape of what is being ravaged
and lost. (Putin’s name appears

but twice.)

“War is a beastly business,” wrote
the food writer MFK Fisher in her
revised introduction to “How to Cook a
Wolf” (1942). “But one proof that we are
human is our ability to learn, even
from it, how better to exist.” Wending
through wars past and present,
hugging the family tree, Strong Roots
shows a path.

Vera, too, almost perished in the
snow, going to school. But she went on
to marry three times. The second
husband, one eye missing
from nuclear testing,
bringing some prosperity
(though also corruption):
stolen sausages swinging
“like boxing bags” from
g the ceiling.

Can someone please cast
and film the scene of Vera’s
rebellious son Petro,
Hercules’ father, sneaking
snatches of “Stairway to
Heaven” on a state radio in
his small town through the
static caused by government
authorities jamming the
$30 enemy Western frequencies?
And announcing in school
that he preferred a James
Bond spoofto the sanctioned Soviet
war film?

Hercules is established as a food

The reviewer is a Times book critic and
occasional features writer
©2025The New York Times News Service
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Hindi-Chini Fly-Fly
Is a Good Idea

Separate economic and strategic relations

Talks of resumption of direct flights between India and
Chinaareintheair. If airlinksare, indeed, re-established,
they will have favourable knock-on effects on their econo-
micties. Thetwo countriesshareawiderange of common
concernsrangingfrom capital controls to energy securi-
ty thatareunderthreatfrom US protectionism. Both eco-
nomies are seeking to diversify their merchandise trade
asretaliatory US tariffs take a bite out of their principal
export market. Chinaruns alarge trade surplus with In-
diathat could be offset by increased investment. All of the-
serequire people-to-people contact that was ruptured by
suspension of flights between the two countries with the
pandemic followed by border skirmishes.

New Delhihascovered some ground innormalisingre-
lations with Beijing. Butitneedstodrawaclearerline se-
parating economic and strategic relations. India has not
been a party to China’s BRI, or to the
world’sbiggesttradeblocbuiltaround
Chinese factory output. It has done so
. withgoodreason. Chineseoverseasin-
- frastructure funding hasled to debtor
distress, while its regional free trade
1 arrangementiscausingfissuresinthe

global economy. There is reason to be
wary of China’smultilateralism. Yet, thereremainsawide
swathe of economicengagementthatcouldbenefit throu-
gh bilateralism. India is pursuing a course of BTAs, and
Chinaisanotableexceptionhereconsideringitisamong
the country’slargest trading partners.

Aviationisacase in point. Chinais the world’s second-
largest aviation market, and India is third. There can be
little justification for these two markets to operate in
isolation. The two countries drive business and leisure
travel internationally, and both will benefit from re-
sumption of direct flights. Bulking up travel with China
also helps India pull aviation hubs onshore given their
extensive border. The Chinese are currently the biggest
bunch of globetrotters, and Indians are catching up.
They ought to be paying more attention to their neighbo-
urs andneighbourhood.

Hard Sell Our Soft

Power, Prowess

‘Soft power is our hard power.’ This observation made by fash-
ion designer-entrepreneur Sabyasachi Mukherjee at the ET
World Leaders Forum on Saturday simultaneously addresses
the elephant in the room and hits the nail on the head. This is
not just are-emphasis of our genius for craft and artisanship,
butaclarion call totreat such ‘soft power’ on par with whathas
been usually trotted out as ‘hard power’. In other words, mak-
ing our unique positioning as makers of high-quality, high-
valueproductsaglobal signature, and puttingasmuch muscle
into their spread across the world as we do for oil and steel,
digital, and telecom.

Mukherjee’smessage alsotakes on the challenge of moatsbe-
ingbuiltaround countriesaspartof trade
policy (read: barriers). Being the source of
high-end, lux products and services that
only India can produce arms India with a
' monopoly that no trade tariff can block.
InMukherjee’s words, people willbuy them
regardless of higher tariffs because they
' will want these products that no other co-
untry can produce. What applies to haute couture also applies
toother ‘soft’ goods, whether it’s the yet-to-be-properly-tapped
video gaming, travel or food experiential landscapes.

Instead of only tryingto get onthe gravy train of various glo-
bal supply chains, projecting India’s soft power by means of
tappingdeep intoourtraditional strengthsin high-end artisan-
shipand craftsmanship can bringthe kind of heftthat, say, Ger-
man precision toolmaking has, into high-end precision jewel-
lery designing. Scalability comes automatically embedded in
suchatemplate. India should heed Mukherjee’s callto disman-
tlethe current binary of hard and soft power. Hard-selling the
‘soft’ stuff will take India tonew places.

MaEJUsT IN JEST

’ Those who moan about the death
Y of face-to-face communication...

ive Us Smartphone
Chatter Any Day

Smartphone communication of thetextor videomessaging
kind getsalotof bad press. ‘People,’ criticssay, ‘havelostthe
humantouch of face-to-facemeetingsand interactions.’ Yes!
And for an overwhelmingly large number of people, that’s
theidea.Onceuponatime, ‘meetingsomeone’ meanthaving
toweartrousers, bravingtheheatandrain (and waterlogged
streets), and sacrificing your soul to traffic just to say, ‘So,
how’ve youbeen?’ Now, we can express the same sentiment
without havingtorun through an existential gauntlet.
Those wholament the death of ‘real connection’—yearn-
ing for stuff like eye contact, body language and awkward
silences —don’t gauge the boon of not having to meet peo-
pleyoudon’treally wanttomeet without seeming standoff-
ish. Textingand videoing skips thefluff. It’s the espresso shot
of communication—quick, efficientand mildly addictive.
We’ve traded the tyranny of travel for the elegance of the
ellipsis. We’vereplaced the handshake with the ‘seen’ notifi-
cation.Indoingso, we’vereclaimed hours of ourlivesonce
lost to death-defyinglogistics, and yada yada. So, yes, may-
be we’re less tactile. But we're also less tired, less likely to
say, ‘Let’s meet up soon,” without meaning it. In the grand
scheme of evolution, the couch has won. Giveussmartphone
communication over physical meets any day.

With Sergio Gor’s appointment as US ambassador to India, MAGA is coming to meet MIGA

Don T’s Spaghetti Eastern

onald Trump’snomination
of Sergio Gor; a close confi-
dant and powerful MAGA
loyalist, as ambassador to
India contains within it a
world of possibilities,and problems, de-
pending on what both sides choose as
focusof therelationship goingforward.

Trump’s focus was clear: Gor is ‘to
fully deliver on my agenda’. POTUS sa-
id nothing positive about India or imp-
ortance of thebilateral relationship or
the Indo-Pacific, except to describe the
country as ‘the most populous region
in the world’. One could read a million
MAGA warningsright there about im-
migration and visas.

Naming someone who is personally
close to him and not ‘a throw away’ is
still a good signal, according to an old-
style Republican. It’s true that Trump

Hyphenation can be in the eye of the
beholder. Notice the amount of energy
spent by Indian politicians on Pakistan

would write the script, direct the show
and the 38-yr-old Gor would merely
execute. It also means the state depart-
ment’s role in setting policy might be
furtherreduced.

Since whatever message Gor brings
will come straight from Trump, the two
governments will have an opportunity
to address the dissonance and figure
out a way to stabilise relations. Restor-
ingtrustmay take years. Before theam-
bassador gets in position, there’s stilla
need for a credible back channel to ex-

plore terms of a package deal that cov-
ers key ‘asks’ and red lines before the
front channel starts working.

Asanobserver said, ‘You can’t igno-
re Trump. Better to take everything
head onandbringa closure. Because if
you can’t manage the US relationship,
how will you manage China?’ Painful-
lytrue. Indiafaces a total of 50% tariffs
if Trump goesthrough with additional
25% on Aug 27 as punishment for buy-
ing Russian oil. With China, the list of
problems is longer, issues harder and
distrust deeper.

It’s true that relentless attacks from
Trump officials have forced New Delhi
to publicly signal it has other friends,
even if the recent meetings and travel
toRussiaand China werealready plan-
ned as S Jaishankar noted at the ET
World Leaders Forum on Saturday. If
they served ahigherpurpose of reboot-
ingtiesallaround, somuch the better.
Butno one would have missed Wang
Yi’s itinerary. After Delhi, he went
to Kabul and Islamabad for the
realtrilateral.

No one should miss that Nar-
endra Modi will visit Japan, an
importantdevelopment part-
ner and Quad member, be-
fore he goesto Chinaforthe
Tianjin SCO summit next
week, his first visit in seven

years. Thegeopolitical chess- I_E'"'ER FROM

board is complicated.

So, will the good gone bad get ugly?

ed our fate. A trade deal with the US is

important for our small businesses,’

an official lamented. Hope someone is

listening through the cloud of defian-

ce, anger and perpetual preoccupation
with the next state election.

Gor’s Senate confirmation hearing
should clarify the picture. But it may
be weeks before it takes place, de-

pending on how fast his paper-
% work is done, security and fin-
iR ancial vetting completed, and
~—..>  Whetherahearingcanbesch-
eduled before the senate goes
for its October break.
But what is Gor really abo-
ut? He has an interesting ré-

But Gor’s mandate poses WASHINGTON sumé—he’sbeenaDJandbo-

a problem. Not only was he
named as ambassador, he will also be
‘special envoy for South and Central
Asian affairs’. The double assignment
has raised eyebrows in Delhi, because
Gor would oversee Pakistan, Bangladesh
and other countries bordering China.
Does an expanded portfolio mean a
push for mediation on Kashmir given
Trump’s embrace of Pakistan, or is it
simply a matter of sending a trusted
aide to oversee a larger arena for deal-
making? Trump’s billionaire ambas-
sador to Tiirkiye Tom Barrack roams
the wider region scoutingfor lucrative
deals. Is it ‘hyphenation’ by another
name or an effortat coordination to ex-
ploitresources in the region?
Hyphenation canbe intheeyeof the
beholder. Notice the amount of energy
spent by Indian politicians on Pakis-

ok publisher. He’sbeen descri-
bed as affable, but also ruthless. Most
importantly, he is a ‘total’ Trump insi-
der. “You can’t be any more inside than
him,” a Republican observer told me.

How did he get there? Like
Stephen Miller, White House
czar on immigration policy,

Trump'’s
focus was
clear:Goris
‘tofully delivel
onmy agenda’

and FBI director Kash Patel, Gor stuck
by Trump duringthe ‘exile’—thetime
between losing and winning again. It
was loyalty with a capital L. The fami-
lynoticed.

Gor is very close to Don Jr, master
key to this administration, and other
family members. He is also close to In-
dia’s current béte noire Peter Navarro,
trade adviser and fountain of sharp
rhetoric. Gorand Don Jrvisited Navar-
ro in jail last year when the latter was
serving a 4-month sentence for con-
tempt after refusing to testify before a
Congressional panel investigating the
Jan 6, 2021, insurrection.

Gorcanalsobebrutal when itcomes
toenforcingthe writ. Elon Musk called
him ‘asnake’ after Gor persuaded Tru-
mp to reject Musk’s nominee for Nasa
administrator because the candidate
had made donations to Democrats. His
current job as director of the White
House personnel office makes him one
of the most powerful players. He deci-
des who isloyal and worthy of a politi-
cal appointment,and whoisn’t.

India, meanwhile, hired another
firm of lobbyists on Aug15 in an effort
to reach the Trump inner circle. Mer-
cury Public Affairs will work in addi-
tion to SHW Partners led by Jason
Miller, a former Trump campaign ad-
viser, and the BGR Group that has de-
alt with the India account for
two decades and delivered.
But can the relationship be
fixed at this stage by lobby-
istsinthe absence of adeal?

tan. ‘This Pakistan business has doom-

Um, not really.

ChatGPT Global Energy Mix
S HAI R I Global energy use rose to 592 EJ (exajoules) in 2024, marking a new
OF THE DAY record in demand. While cleaner technologies continue to expand,
XTSI = 2TV traditional energy sources (with 86%+ share) still form the backbone
of the global energy system...
When the world feels all . .
gloomy and cruel, Total energy supply, by fuel (exajoules®) china jeads
And life seems a long * change 180
Monday school. 2024 _JoVer2023 150
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Energy supply comprises commercially-traded fuels, including
modern renewables used to generate electricity.
*1 exajoule = 10 to the power 18 joules; it is used to measure energy
consumption of countries/world. 1 Exajoule is roughly 170m barrels

of oil-equivalent
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Be Indian; buy export
rejects.
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Get It Right, GST Do It s&isse

Ashish Karundia
|

When Narendra Modi reiterated Gol’s
next phase of GST reform thathehad

announced on August 15 at the ET World
Leaders Forum on Saturday with his pro-

mise to unleash an ‘arsenal of reforms’,

the signal was clear: time had come for a

deeper, more meaningful reform of one
of India’s most ambitious tax transfor-
mations. Since the rollout in 2017, GST
hasachieved some of its key objectives,
such as unifying the indirect tax struc-
ture, reducing cascading effect and en-

hancing compliance. However, GST con-

tinues to be a costly, compliance-heavy
—and often frustrating—experience
for many businesses and consumers.

If GST'1.0was about integration and
establishing acommon market, GST 2.0
must be about simplification, fairness
and restoring public trust. The system
must now evolve into one that not only
collects revenue efficiently, but also de-
livers value by reducing burden, ensur-
ing transparency, and making the tax-
payer feel seen, heard and respected. To
achieve this, Gol must prioritise the
following core areas in the upcoming
phase of reforms:

p Palpable benefits When taxrates ~
were reduced in Nov 2017, consumers
rarely saw gains reflected in their

bills, even though anti-profiteer-

ing provisions existed. -
With India now eyeing
a2-slab GST structure
—5% and 18% (with
a40% levy for ‘sin go- >
0ds’)—GST2.0must /
ensure thatthebene- %
fit of tax reduction is
passed ontocustom-
ers by reintroducing
anti-profiteering provi-
sions (with proper safe-
guards to take care of

challenges faced earlier) and by fetching
real-time data and automated checks.

Penalties for profiteering must be strict,
outcomes should be transparent and the
process should be tech-driven. Strict en-
forcement of anti-profiteering provisi-
ons will help the system win back con-
sumer confidence.

» Timely refunds For exporters and
businesses operating under an inverted
duty structure, any delay in GST refunds
paralyses cash flows. In reality; taxpayers
often wait months, or even years, with
little recourse or explanation, despite GST
rules specifying timelines for refunds.

GST2.0must implement a ‘refund in
60 days’ guarantee, backed by automatic
interest payouts in case of delays. Time-
ly refunds will not only improve liquidi-
ty for businesses but will also send a st-
rong signal that the system is efficient,
responsive and trustworthy.

» End retrospective cancellation A
major flaw in the current GST system is
theretrospective cancellation of suppli-
erregistrations. This is frequently used
todeny input tax credits to buyers, often
long after transactions have been con-
cluded. This undermines confidence,
penalises genuine buyers and leads to
endlesslitigation. GST 2.0 must end this
practice once and for all.

Unless thereis clear evidence of fraud
or wilful suppression, retrospective can-
cellation should not be permitted. Even
in such instances, genuine buyers shou-

) ¥ d
Snip and keep it simple

1d be protected, and any action against
them should only follow after appropria-
temeasures have been taken against the
fraudulent supplier. A tax system must
be fair and predictable, not a gamble.

» Extended time limits Tax authoriti-
esroutinely invoke the extended limita-
tion period when issuing notices, often
treating clerical errors or uncontrollab-
lefactors asfraud or wilful suppression.
This creates a climate of fear and deters
entrepreneurship. GST 2.0 must define
clear and stringent criteria for invoking
the extended time period, placing the
burden of proof on the department.

It must differentiate between genuine
mistakes or uncontrollable circumstan-
ces—likeretrospective cancellation of
asupplier’sregistration—and intenti-
onal fraud or suppression. This clarity
will not only reducelitigation but also
foster amore cooperative, compliance-
driven ecosystem.

P Going faceless One of thesilent, yet
transformative, reforms in India’s I-T
regime has been the introduction of
faceless assessments. This has signifi-
cantly reduced discretion, harassment
and corruption. GST must follow suit.

From issuance of noticestohearings
and adjudication, the process should be
digitised and anonymised, ensuring con-
sistency; fairness and efficiency. Physi-
cal interaction should be the exception,
not the norm, and limited only to cases
involving suspected fraud.

GST2.0should represent amilestone
of maturity, promotingease of doing
business, reinforcing taxpayer rights
and supporting economic development.
When consumers experience pricere-
ductions inline with tax cuts, business-
esreceive prompt refunds and are shi-
elded from arbitrary actions, and dis-
putes are resolved fairly and impartial-
1y, public trust in the GST system will
naturally strengthen.

The updated framework must be view-
edasarenewed commitment tofairness,
simplicity and trust in taxpayers. Only
then can GST evolve from a complex tax
mechanism into a catalyst for inclusive
and sustainable economic growth.

The writer is a chartered accountant

NICK CAVE & THE BAD SEEDS

People Ain’t
No Good

Nick Cave & The Bad Seeds

Nick Cave & The Bad Seeds’
‘People Ain’t No Good’ isa
haunting elegy wrapped in
deceptively simple phrasing,
adirge for disillusionment
that unfolds with precision.
From the 1997 album The
Boatman’s Call, the song
stripsaway Cave’s usual th-
eatricality, revealing araw,
intimate lament that’sas de-
vastatingasit is beautiful.

The words, ‘To our love,
send a coffin of wood/ To our
love, a valentine of blood’,
are not just bitter, they evoke
afune-
ral pro-
cessi-
on for
hope
itself.
Cave’s
voice,
subdu-
edand
weary;,
carries the weight of per-
sonalloss and universal dis-
appointment. The sparse
instrumentation —piano
and strings— creates a so-
niclandscape that feels like
walking through a cold, des-
erted chapel.

The song’s power comes
from its refusal to offerre-
demption. Cave doesn’t
plead for understanding or
forgiveness—he simply
observes, with brutal clari-
ty, that ‘people justain’tno
good’. And, yet, within that
bleakness lies grace.It’sa
songthat doesn’tflinch,
doesn’t console. And, in
doing so, it becomes one of
Cave’s most quietly devas-
tatingmasterpieces.

THE SPEAKING TREE

The Present
Is Power

PRITHWIS DATTA

Tobe inthemoment is to live life,
focused on the present. In the Bh-
agwad Gita, Krishn counsels Ar-
junonthe importance of living
in the present moment. As Arjun
stands on the battlefield of Kuruk-
shetra, paralysed by doubt, fear
and sorrow, Krishn encourages
him torise above his emotional
turmoil by focusing not on what
has been or what might be, but on
what is. Krishn teaches that the
past is gone, unchangeable and ir-
retrievable, and the future is mere-
ly the consequence of ouractions
in the present. Hence, it is only the
present that truly matters.

Krishn explains that dwelling
on the past weakens the spirit.
Memories of failure orloss can
paralyse us with guilt or nostal-
gia, while longing for future can
fill us with anxiety or unrealistic
expectations. Neither state allo-
wsfor clarity, strength or decisi-
veaction.

This principle isnot about in-
difference or passivity, but about
focused engagement. Krishn calls
for balance between action and
detachment, where one works
with full effort and sincerity; yet
remains unshaken by success or
failure. This inner equanimity is
the hallmark of a sthithaprajna
—aperson of steady wisdom.

Inessence, Krishn’s message is
timeless: the present moment is
the only reality we truly possess.
By living fully in the now, with
awareness and purpose, we not
only fulfil our duties but also find
peace, clarity and spiritual free-
dom. The past isalesson, future
aconsequence—but the present
is our power.

_ Chat Room |

OutoftheBoxto
Tick Right Box

Apropos the newsreport, ‘Rea-
dying Arsenal of Reforms: PM’
(Aug 24), everyone know that PM
Narendra Modi means business.
His announcement of GST simp-
lification on Independence Day
isacase in point. This should be
followed by accelerating the shift
towards the gov exiting the busi-
nessof doingbusiness. Only in
sectors where private corporate
investment isnot forthcoming,
due to perhaps poor ex-ante dem-
and, the gov could initiate joint
sector or public-private partner-
ships, benefiting employment,
income and economic output.
The gov’s capacity to bear risk
ishigher than private players’.
Later; these sectors could be left
exclusively to the private sector.
S Ramakrishnasayee

Chennai

AtHome, Pichhar
Abhi Baaki Hai

Thisrefers to ‘Govt Looks to Add-
ress Low Cinema Screen Densi-
ty Issue’ by Javed Farooqui (Aug
23). Gov’s efforts to increase cine-
ma screen density are commend-

able from an infrastructure pers-
pective, but this may not address
the core challenge facing the film
industry today: the shift in con-
sumer behavi-
our driven by
OTTplatforms.
With prolifera-
tion of high-qua-
lity streaming
services, a sig-
LK nificant num-
? ber of viewers

now prefers the convenience and
comfort of watching content at
home. This shift will likely beco-
mealong-termtrend. A more
sustainable strategy would inv-
olve adeeper understanding of
this change and afocus on sup-
porting content creation that tar-
getsthe theatrical experience.
Sandeep Sehgal

Byemail

Getting Hooked
By the Books

Apropos ‘Return of Reading’ by
Nupur Amarnath (Aug 24), read-
inghas attracted people across
the ages but bibliophiles are not
a powerful community. Today’s
generation does not want toread
inisolated environments. Their
penchant for sharing experien-
ces and forming communities
generates widespread interest
that hasbecomea culture of its
own. Group reading hasfinally
struck a chord with the youth.
Both online and offlinereading
communities adopt innovative
approaches that, if promoted on
alarger scale, will deter people
of all ages from unhealthy social
mediaand gadget addictions.
Rajarao Kumar

Bengaluru

Letters to the editor may be addressed to

editet@timesofindia.com
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s The truth is, hardly any of us have ethical energy enough
5 for more than one really inflexible point of honour

/ - GEORGE BERNARD SHAW

yond The Noise

India did the right thing by not signing a bad US trade
deal. Tariffs will pinch, but only in the short term

ﬁ fter seven months in White House, Trump has picked his

ambassador to India, but it’s a divisive choice. Those for Sergio

Gor say he has Trump’s ear. So much so that Trump spiked
Elon Musk’s pick for Nasa chief on hisadvice. Those against say the
38-year-old haszerodiplomaticexperience,and shouldn’tbe cutting
histeeth in the world’s most populous—andnuclear-armed-region.
India has greeted the news cautiously, even as Trump’s heralded
Gor as “someoneI can fully trust to deliver on my Agenda”.

The emphasis on “agenda” is Trump’s, and with just two days
remaining for his 25% penal tariff — White House is calling it
“sanctions” now —on India to come into force, nobody has a handle
on Potus’ geopolitics. A president who can strain an easy relationship
tosatisfy hisego-he’s claimed more than 40 times that he mediated
theIndia-Pak ceasefire—defies analysis. Butmaybe there’samethodto
Trumpness. Maybe it really is
about using India as a lever
against Putin. His trade adviser
Peter Navarro’srecent tirades —
describing India as Kremlin’s
“laundromat” most recently —
suggest this.

But as India has pointed out
time and again, the US argument
is self-serving. When America
was worried about a global oil
shock at the start of the Ukraine war, and the resultant Western
sanctions on Russia, it urged India to buy shiploads of Russian oil.
Besides, China, the other major buyer of Russian oil, has not faced
Trump’s heat on this account after rattling its own rare earths
sabre. In short, Trump’s moral posturing isnothing but bullying in
the garb of principle.

So, India has done well to resist US pressure for a trade deal that
treadsonitsredlinesof agriculture and dairy. This has cast a cloud
ontheshortterm, but there are silver linings. EAM Jaishankar has
said trade negotiations are continuing, and US secretary of state
MarcoRubioon Saturday described Indiaas “one of themostimportant
relationships our nation has in the world”. Even Navarro prefaced
his vitriol with “I love India.” The higher US tariffs that Indian
exports will face from Wednesday will impact Indian manufacturing,
and jobs, to an extent, but GOI is alive to this challenge, and is
lookingat “quantum, not incremental” reforms, as Modi said at the
ET World Leaders Forum on Saturday. India’s short-term pain
mightleadtolong-term gain after all.

They Shouldn’t Dare...

... Yet botched probes & low conviction rates
only help those accused of dowry murders

The case of the 26-year-old woman in Greater Noida, burnt to

death by her husband infrontof their 6-year-old child,isbuta
commentonthesystemthatabandonedher. Married into this
family in 2016, she endured relentless dowry demands and violence. Yet,
her parents still married off her sister into the same household.
Why would they do that when one daughter was already being tortured?
What regressive social practices invisibly control these villagers
who own Scorpios and can expect Z36L. and more in dowry? Did either
sister ever stand a chance of living a safe life? Truth is that in very
many pockets — per NCRB’s crime records UP, Bihar and Haryana
still lead the charts —dowry is anything but past practice. These sisters
had no access tolaw or state/NGO protection.
They were simply married off and abandoned
toviolence.

Question before the state, police and
courtsis, why shouldn’t men like brothers
Vipin and Rohit feel confident they can
brutalise their wives? After all, thelaw sets

no deterrent. In 2022 -the last NCRB report

—conviction in dowry death trials of that year
was 33%, but conviction is just 2% calculated
against all dowry death cases pending trial - 60,577. A pendency of
94%.Forensicsarebroken-reportsabound of untrained sanitation
workers conducting autopsies because doctors refuse. Pause and
consider what that means. Meanwhile, tired claims that anti-dowry
laws are “misused” only serve to embolden perpetrators.

Think - the first FIR in this case did not even invoke anti-dowry
provision BNS Sec 80. That speaks volumes. Is misogyny baked into
the system, or was police intimidated? Nothing short of an honest,
rigorous investigation and swift, exemplary punishment will do. A
nation that aspires for global leadership cannot tolerate young
women being killed for dowry on the edge of the national capital in
the 21st century.

Meet Jogi Blacks

A dog-human half-realised love story

Avijit.Ghosh@timesofindia.com

I spotted Blacks on his familiar perch late last night. I hadn’t
seen him for a fortnight. I was worried. You can easily guess
why. I knew he had benefactors in our housing complex. But I
had also heard he had been roughed up by those who neither
liked him nor his ilk. I walked up to Blacks. His eyes lit up in
recognition. T hugged him longer than I normally do. It was as
much in relief as in joy. Ours is a half-realised love story. Also, an old one. I
figured after our early meetings that Blacks valued his independence. That
part was non-negotiable. It was, therefore, going to be an open relationship.

Heturnedupeverynight, sometimes verylate,avoidingthepryingeyesof a
gentleman downstairs who disapproved of all canines, barring his own. I
discovered, to my surprise, Blacks ignored canned food, preferred milk to
meat. “Yeh toh sanyasi nikla,” a neighbour told me. Right through the long
Covid months, when rumours of dogs carrying viruses fuelled an irrational

scare, life was tough for strays like him.

(Yo Then we moved to another block in the same complex. Blacks

) | stoppedvisitingus. Tohim, wehad migrated toanother country. But

- we kept meeting. Not over dinners anymore. Just as friends. To hug
andpaw.Iliketobelieve our heartsnested againsteach otherlike Russiandolls.
Nights were safer for these brief rendezvous. Like the country we live in, our
apartment is polarised over everything. Dogs are no exception. Some years
ago, one group protested against community dogs; the other side formed a
human chain in support. I have found personal dogs more unpredictable. Trapped
inside 1,200 sq ft apartments for most of the day, a few big ones occasionally get
capricious outside. Strays are different.

They arerealistic and adjusting. They know the world is owned by humans
and they must subsist on tender mercies. They survive hunger, violence, the
unkindest cut life throws at them. Only one out of five street puppies attains
adulthood. Life makes them hardy. But they also fall headlong in love, like
teenagers with bungee-jumping hormones. Their unconditional affection
makes you a better version of yourself. And unlike humans, they never forget
acts of kindness. Blacks certainly remembers everything even though we lead
separate lives now. If only humans could belike dogs.

5 Ideas For Blockbuster GST Reforms

Rationalisation of rates will boost manufacturing & consumption. But bringing low-cost housing under GST
can have a big multiplier effect. And a tax system based on trust rather than suspicion can give industry wings

Rajiv Memani

PM’s announcement of next-gen GST
reforms by Diwali has generated
immense optimism in business, and
been cheered by markets. In his
Independence Day speech,
Modihad said GSTreforms
“will bring down tax burden on the common
man. It will be a Diwali gift for you.” Soon
after, the finance ministry said it had
recommended a two-tier system placing
the vast majority of items under ‘standard’
and ‘merit’ categories, doing away with
the 12% and 28% slabs, and the group of
ministers (GoM) on GST rate rationalisation
hasalready accepted this proposal.

This will no doubt spur GDP growth
and, inthelong-term, balance growth with
equity and ease of doingbusiness. With India
on its way to becoming the third largest
economy, further reforms are needed to
ensure growth touches every section of
society. And by creating a simpler, more
transparent and growth-oriented tax
system, the proposed reforms could be key
tothis.

Thereformed GST will have three pillars,
of which rate rationalisation is the most
important. But structural reforms and ease
of living are no less crucial. Simplifying
compliances will particularly benefit
MSMEs, leading to increased formalisation
and growth.

Fewer slabs & lower tax bar

GST is among the most significant tax
reforms of independent India and has done
well over the last eight years. The refor-
med system will have fewer GST slabs - clearly
distinguishing between essential and standard goods —
and a special rate for a select few goods.

At GST’s launch in 2017, a committee headed by the
chief economic adviser had recommended a single,
revenue-neutral rate of around 15%, instead of multiple
slabs. In FY 2023-24, the actual average rate came to
11.64%, govt told Parliament. And implementation of
the proposed rates will likely reduce it further to
around10%.

Together with the 25% corporate tax, and the
substantial increase in personal income tax exemption
this year, India will reposition itself among countries
with the lowest-to-moderate tax regimes. This would

enhance its competitiveness, and create a fairer and
more predictable tax system.

Cheaper goods, faster refunds
These measures will benefit all sections of society.
Cheaper goods and services for the common man will

India will reposition itself among countries
with the lowest-to-moderate tax regimes...
enhance its competitiveness, create fairer
& more predictable tax system

drive consumption. Entrepreneurs and startups will
lose less sleep over the “fear of compliance”. For
manufacturing, reduction in rates and correction
of inverted duty structures will reduce costs. Faster
refunds and reduced compliance costs will benefit
MSMEs, especially exporters.

Making good better, with more impact

As govt goes about this structural reform, industry
hopes it will consider the following suggestions for a
bigger impact.

1. While petroleum products, real estate and electricity
continuetobe outside GST,and may not be brought under
it for some time, low-cost housing could be
subsumed in the GST net at the earliest to
create a massive economic multiplier effect
and make housing more affordable.

2. Industry has been requesting rationa-
lisation of inputtax credit. Given thefinancial
implications, govt can prioritise allowing
credits for capex, to drive investment.

3. Multiple audits, assessments and
investigations being carried out on
corporates with registration in multiple
states should be reduced. Ideally, single
PAN-based registrations should be audited
by either Centre or state, or an agency having
Centre and state representation.

4. Decriminalisation of GST legislation
isamust. Prosecution should be limited to
the rarest of rare cases, where fraud is
explicit. This would be extremely critical,
especially for MSMEs to work without fear
and with certainty.

5. The time period to issue a demand
continues to be extremely long at 42 months.
Given theautomated compliances and strong
technology tools available with govt, the time
to dispute an assessment can be brought
down to 24 months, to bring certainty and
avoid the debilitating impact on MSMEs.

Asthefrequency of interaction between
govt and industry is probably the highest,
i f any procedural simplification with respect
i 2 to compliance will have a positive impact

£ . N .
—Z on ease of doing business. The creation of

a dedicated Reform Task Force to evaluate existing
laws, rules and proceduresrelated to economicactivity —to
modernise tax governance, streamline procedures, and
address industry challenges—is also likely to aid this.

Next-gen GST reforms will deliver very tangible
benefits that will soon translate into a better business
environmentforenterprisesandalsohelp consumersby
making things more affordable. The hope is that these
reforms will be implemented by Diwali, making it a
‘double dhamaka’ for industry and consumers. It isnow
important that Centre and state govts work in tandem
and move on this quickly so that consumers don’t defer
purchases in anticipation of lower prices.

The writer is chairman, EY India & president, CIT

‘Centrism Isn’t Nostalgia, It Is Survival’

Actor-politician & Rajya Sabha member writes India’s national strength is a long-standing recognition by
her leaders that in a nation of multiple faiths, tongues & creeds, only politics of harmony can endure

Kamal Haasan

How much polarisation can a democracy
bear before it breaks? India may be
about tofind out.

We, thepeople of India, havealways
argued, sometimes disagreed, yet we
resisted the temptation tolet differences
divide us beyond repair. Our unity was never
uniformity, it was a conscious choice we made
together. That fragile art of coexistence is now
under strain.

India is a union of states bound by shared
destiny. Federalism is not a concession but the
very grammar of our Republic, written into the
Constitution. India is not a single note; she is an
orchestra. The Constitution conducts this
diversity, each state an instrument, each voice
essential to the harmony. The Centre, like a
conductor’s hand, must remain steady and
impartial. When centralisation drowns out this
music, the Republic loses not just its melodious
anthem but its spirit.

When I took my affirmation in my mother
tongue, Tamil, in Rajya Sabha, it wasmore than a
ceremonial act, for it was a citizen staking
rightful claim to the national conversation. This
House is not Delhi’s possession; it is the people’s
Parliament, where every corner of Indiamustbe
heard. On the world map, India stands tall,aland
where ancient wisdom and modern imagination
meet to inspire the global order. Within her,
Tamil Nadu is a jewel in the crown — a land of ancient
civilisation unearthed in historical sites such as
Keeladi, an ancientlanguage, an economy thatleads in
manufacturing, education, and innovation contributing
over 9% of India’s GDP with only 4% of her landmass
and 6% of the national population. To place Tamil

Nadu at the centre is not regional pride, it is national
strength.

Makkal Needhi Maiam party was born of centrism.
Itisnot about avoiding hard positions, but creating the
space where opposing convictions can coexist without
drawing swords. It demands as much resolve to preserve
the whole as itdoestowin a part.

Centrism has been India’s natural axis. India’s

freedom struggle itself was born of this middle path,
resistance without hatred, and defiance without
destruction. Gandhi, in spirit, was a centrist. He believed
dialogue could be radical, that persuasion without
violence was the deepest form of strength. He stood
between impatient revolutionaries and cautious

moderates, uniting them in a movement both moral
and pragmatic.

Later, Vajpayee, a poet in politics, built consensus
across divides without surrendering principle. They
understood that in a land of many faiths, tongues and
creeds, only politics of harmony can endure. It was a
triumph of balance, a refusal to let the extremes
devour the cause. Today, that balance is under siege.
Polarisation, whether in the name of religion,
region or ideology, corrodes the trust that binds
us. When politics becomes a zero-sum game, the
losers are not political parties but the people of
India. In these times, centrism is not nostalgia; it
is survival. Centrism is secularism that doesn’t
fearfaith,nationalismthatdoesn’tcrushdissent,
and an economy that rewards enterprise while
guarding equity.

India’s federal structure, our freedoms and
our secular framework, are not bargaining chips
but the architecture of the Republic. A nation is
not a battlefield where one side must annihilate
the other; it is a shared home where difference
can live with dignity, where debate and dissent
are patriotic and civic duties. Challenges before
us, from climate change to economic renewal to
socialjusticetosecurity, aretoourgentfortrench
warfare in national politics.

Makkal Needhi Maiam is forged in the belief
that diversity strengthens the Union of India. In
cinema, audiences laugh, cry, and think together
despite caste, creed, or faith. The screen made no
distinction, and for those few hours, neither did we.
The greatest stories are not about conquest, but about
connection. That is India at her best, a shared screen
where we recognise ourselves in one another. Unity is
possible without uniformity. When dialogue ends, demo-
cracy withers. That is the bridge that needs to be built.

The writer isfounder-president, Makkal Needhi Maiam

Calvin & Hobbes

Hl ROSAINN, COME ON IN.
THANKS FOR COMING AGAIN .

NO TROUBLE.

HI ROSALIN! YOU DONT NEED|
TO WORRY THIS TIME. CALVIN
WILL BE ON HIS BEST BEHAVIOR

€ 1994 Watterson/Distributed by Universal Uclick

Sacredspace
DEAR, MAY BUT WE GAVE 1 DONT CARE
I SPEAK HER AN ADVANCE | JUST PAY
ON TON\GHT WHAT 1T TAKES)]
WHEN SHE Z£FT | TO GET LS
LAST TIME ! OUT OF HERE!

Anintellectual is someone whose
mind watches itself. I like this,
because I am happy to be both halves,
the watcher and the watched.
Albert Camus

Ganesh Chaturthi: A Celebration Of Intelligence

Sadhguru Jaggi Vasudev

thin and the airfills with

anticipation, millions prepare to
celebrate Ganesh Chaturthi-one of
India’s most cherished festivals,
honouring Ganapati, God of wisdom,
learning, and remover of obstacles. Yet
beneath festive rituals and sweet treats
lies a story that goes beyond myth intoa
profound symbol of intelligence,
transformation, and the power of creation.

The story begins with Shiv, the great

ascetic yogi, leaving home and his consort,
Parvati, forlong periods. Driven by

I E very year, as the monsoon clouds

loneliness and maternallonging, she head of Shiv’sgana,
took an extraordinary step. She gathered symbol of intelligence
the sandal paste from her body — and consciousness. THE SPEAKING TREE transformative act of

carryingflakes of her skin with
it—blended it with soil and shaped it into
achild. Into thisfigure, she breathed
life. Years later, when Shiv returned, he
encountered a boy guarding his
mother’s privacy. Neither recognised

the other, and in anger, Shiv beheaded
the child. Parvati’s grief and rage were
immense, and to repair the tragedy,
Shivreplaced the boy’s head with that of
theleader of his ganas-strange, other-
worldly beings who accompanied

him. These ganas were said to have
boneless limbs and forms unlike
humans, which inspired artists to depict
Ganesh with an elephant’shead, but
still, in every mantra, in every
expression of devotion, itis
Ganapati, and not Gajapati.
Thus, Ganesh was born
from Parvati’s life-giving ‘ooz immersion of theidol in water.
The making of the idol reflects
Parvati’sact of creation, while
itsimmersion echoes Shiv’s

force, enjoined with the

Ganesh is theembodiment
of balanced intelligence, the nemesis of
all obstacles. He isrevered as Vigneshwar,
remover of obstacles. Butthis doesnot
mean he magically erases difficulties.
Hisreal teaching is subtler: when we

stepping stones.

36%’

cultivate intelligence, balance, and
clarity, obstacles dissolve. They cease
tobebarriers and instead become

Intelligence here is not cunning or
manipulation, but an attunement to
existence—an inner equilibrium that
allows us to move through life with ease,
within and without. This understanding
comes alive during Ganesh Chaturthi. For

days, devotees craft idols of Ganesh,
worship with food and music,
and celebrate with devotion.
929 Thefestival culminates in

destruction and renewal.
Together, these embody the same cycle of
intelligence - bringing form into being,
learning through it, and then releasing it.
Through Ganesh Chaturthi, welearn
that true intelligence isnever rigid or

possessive, but fluid and unbound, like
life itself, which constantly creates and
dissolves. The practice of creatingand
then immersingthe idol is a cultural
way of acknowledging existence’s fluid
nature-notclinging blindly to forms
butimbibing their qualities and letting
go. Ultimately, Ganesh Chaturthiisa
celebration of moving from form to
formlessness. True intelligence isnot
accumulation of knowledge or being
street smart;itis the capacity tolive in
harmony with existence, to flow without
resistance, to transform obstacles into
growth, and to expand beyond limitations.
So, as you partake in this vibrant festival,
savour modaks, admire artistry of the
clay idols, and reflect on deeper message
of Ganapati: to cultivate intelligence
that dissolves obstacles, celebrates
unity, and honours delicate balance of
life itself.

May this Ganesh Chaturthi awaken
thatboundless intelligence and balance
of creationinyou.
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I have never met a man so ignorant that I couldn’t
learn something from him.
Galileo Galilei

.

Reforms in GST are
welcome, but need to
watch out for pitfalls

rime Minister Narendra Modi announced earlier this

month that major GST reforms would be implemented over

the next few months, resulting in only two slabs of GST:

5% and 18%, down from the current four -- 5%, 12%, 18%

and 28%. This is a step in the right direction — provided it
is rolled out effectively and without some of the head-scratching deci-
sions that have plagued the current setup.

The markets have reacted positively to the decision -- and not with-
out reason. The current GST set up is notoriously and needlessly com-
plicated. There have been memes made about how similar items at-
tract different rates of GST, with social media having a field day when
it was made known that salted popcorn would be taxed at 12% but
caramelised popcorn would be taxed at 18%.

But beyond the harmless fun being made on social media, there
were other problems too. Why were essentials like health insurance
taxed at 18% when it is already barely affordable for an average mid-
dle-class family? It is similar for (non-life-saving) medicines, which
are taxed at 18% the same rate that beauty and skin products are
taxed at. It is widely anticipated that the reduction in GST, while re-
ducing the government’s revenue, will bring prices down and there-

by help spur demand, which will in turn

One hopes that the help the economy.
current set of reforms On the other hand, there are also ques-
E;misor:lﬁ;:oat:e tions about the government’s decision to
. . do away with the 28% slab -- a slab that
envisaged and is not : ..
held hostage to poor had many 1t§ms on the pricier en(?l of the
implementation. spectrum -- including high-capacity cars
More than that, the and SUVs, medium to high-end motorcy-
government also cles. Meaning these items are going to be
needs to watch out priced in the same bracket as their more
for profiteering by affordable variants, thus making them
companies that do more attractive, while at the same time
not reduce prices on the government will lose the opportunity

products despite a cut in
the tax -- as that would
defeat the entire purpose
of the initiative

of generating revenue while also deterring
purchases of high-end items that aren’t
seen as necessities.

Ultimately, it boils down to being able to
strike a balance, and historically, govern-
ments and bureaucracies have shown themselves to be incapable of
simplifying things. What this means is that over time, we will get the
worst possible combination -- a tax structure that complicates itself
over time and a loss of revenue to the government.

The last major tax reform attempted by this government was when
Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman announced a steep re-
duction in corporate income tax -- a move that ensured that the gov-
ernment would lose Rsi1.45 lakh crore. However, despite the loss
of revenue, the slashing of the income tax rate did not translate to
growth in the economy or a boost in manufacturing.

It is a risk that this major reform is facing as well. Well-intentioned
reforms can often get way-laid by unimaginative thinking, bureau-
cratic approaches, and a lack of a clear vision. One hopes that the
current set of reforms brings relief to the common man as envisaged
and is not held hostage to poor implementation. More than that, the
government also needs to watch out for profiteering by companies
that do not reduce prices on products despite a cut in the tax -- as that
would defeat the entire purpose of the initiative.
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Externment orders needed
to tackle rising crimes

n unexpected streak of crimes that shocked South Goa, including two
Aincidents of gunfire, assault on police and extortion bid has reportedly

prompted the police to keep a strict vigil on anti-social elements. In a
bid to restore order, police stations have reportedly begun rounding up histo-
ry-sheeters, in the process detaining those involved in gang war. As part of the
drive ahead of Ganesh Chaturthi, the police are also scrutinizing criminal re-
cords and re-opening old files in order to identify repeat offenders. It would be
in the fitness of things to order externment (tadipaar) of offenders who pose
danger to society. The process of externment is a legal process by which the
police can order a person to leave a specific district or area for a period, typical-
ly not exceeding six months, and prohibit their re-entry. This measure aims to
curb criminal activity and maintain public order, but must be exercised with-
in the framework of fundamental rights guaranteed by the Constitution. The
Bombay Police Act, 1951, which is applicable in Goa, gives police the power to
remove individuals seen as a threat to public safety.

ADELMO FERNANDES, Vasco
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Perceptions of Goa's film industry

A perceived lack of strong government support for local filmmakers and
the struggle to develop a robust Goan film industry is evident

» The writeris a
resident of Margao
who strongly
desires to bring
about some
socially relevant
changes with his
musings

PACHU MENON

thi Film Festival held earlier this
month at Panaji was a vibrant cel-
ebration of Marathi cinema.

Inaugurating the GMFF, Chief Minis-
ter, Dr Pramod Sawant, opined that such
festivals enrich the state’s cultural her-
itage and inspire the local creative com-
munity, and urged the Marathi filmmak-
ers to consider offering roles to Goans in
their films.

While this earnest appeal does sound
magnanimous coming from the CM, the
observation that Goa’s approach to its
film industry is paradoxical does serve to
be a rude shock.

While the state actively promotes itself
as a filming destination and has been
hosting the International Film Festival of
India (IFFI) since 2004, a perceived lack
of strong government support for local
filmmakers and the struggle to develop a
robust, independent Goan film industry
is more than evident.

The coastal state’s growing role as a
hub of creative talent and cultural ex-
change cannot be doubted. Moreover,
known for its scenic beauty and diverse
landscapes, there is so much Goa has
to offer as a film shooting location. The
state’s villages, beaches, and unique ar-
chitecture serve as backdrops for Hindi
and other regional films, besides an ar-
ray of international films.

Many argue that the decade-old suc-
cess story of “Nachom-ia Kumpasar’ at
the national and international stage was
a healthy omen for Goa with its budding
film industry witnessing a sudden spurt
in the number of new films being pro-
duced.

The film, a tribute to Goan musicians,
demonstrated the commercial viabili-
ty of Konkani cinema and its potential
audience, inspiring other filmmakers to
continue telling stories in the language,
according to a national newspaper.

Some films in the early years of Konka-
ni cinema were reportedly successful
and influential, with their soundtracks
being particularly popular. But “Na-
chom-ia Kumpasar” proved beyond any
doubt that Konkani films could indeed
create box-office history.

While some Konkani films have done
well, it is observed that Goans speaking
Konkani do not necessarily patronize
Konkani films, which can affect their
financial viability. Has this kept away
Konkani films from mainstream cinema.

The contribution of Goan musicians to

The 14th edition of the Goa Mara-

The focus on
winning na-
tional and state
film awards
has evidentty
hindered the
development
of a genuine
film culture
by prioritizing
award recog-
nition over
artistic merit
and audience
engagementin
. Goa |

Bollywood can never be forgotten. The
mere mention of the popular song, “My
name is Anthony Gonsalves,” brings to
mind the legendary Goan musician
and composer, Anthony Gonsalves,
who was paid tribute to by legendary
composer Pyarelal Sharma who was
his student.

The exodus of Goan musicians to
Bombay in search of better opportuni-
ties in the burgeoning music and enter-
tainment industries from the mid-twen-
tieth century onwards brought about a
scenario where the dominance of Goan
musicians in Bollywood was absolute.

Goa has always been rich in musical
traditions blending Indian and Por-
tuguese influences to create a unique
cultural identity. It is claimed that the
region’s Portuguese colonial past sig-
nificantly influenced its musical cul-
ture, introducing Western instruments
and musical styles.

Goan musicians became adept at
playing various instruments, including
those used in jazz bands, orchestras,
and film music. This expertise made
them highly sought after in Bombay’s
entertainment scenario. They shaped
the sound of Bollywood’s ‘Golden Era’.

The plight of many a Goan musician
in today’s Mumbai film industry how-
ever suggests that the changing musi-
cal landscape and a shift in focus have
contributed to a considerable decline
in their prominence in the industry. It
is also argued that the rise of electron-
ic music and synthesized sounds may
also have impacted the prominence of
traditional instrumentalists.

If news reports are to be believed,
Goan musicians are now perform-
ing internationally at festivals and
catching the attention of the audience
worldwide. This is in line with what
musicians from the state did while
playing in the film industry.

Referred to as the ‘ambassador
of Goan music to the world’; Sonia
Shirsat, the only professional ‘Fadista’
in the Indian subcontinent, has been
singing internationally since 2008.

A thriving film industry in Goa can
benefit local musicians and other cre-
ative professionals by providing new
opportunities for collaboration, ex-

posure, and income. This includes in-
creased demand for music composi-
tion, sound design, and performance
in films.

However, the lack of state-of-the-art
studios, post-production facilities, and
equipment that are readily available
in established film centres, limited fi-
nancial support for local filmmakers,
and the absence of robust distribution
and exhibition networks hinder Goa’s
growth as a major film production hub.

The absence of formal film schools
or institutions to nurture local talent
is another major stumbling block. Over
and above, the market for Konkani
films is limited primarily to the Goan
audience, making it difficult to gener-
ate substantial revenue.

Moreover, the perception of Goa
having its own vibrant film industry
is challenged by the presence of bu-
reaucratic hurdles and red-tapism. The
current environment, characterized by
excessive political and bureaucratic
interference, makes it difficult to envi-
sion a self-sufficient industry.

The focus on winning national and
state film awards has evidently hin-
dered the development of a genuine
film culture by prioritizing award rec-
ognition over artistic merit and audi-
ence engagement in Goa.

As Laxmikant Shetgaonkar, the cel-
ebrated filmmaker who’s “Paltadacho
Munis” went on to win the Internation-
al Federation of Film Critics (FIPRESCI)
prize at the Toronto Film Festival in
2009 says, “What good are awards if a
film does not reach an audience!”

But how serious are Goans about
having their very own film industry!
Considering the way the proposal to
have a film city in Loliem-Polem has
run into rough weather, locals seem to
be divided over the whole issue.

Of course Konkani cinema is unlike-
ly to remain nascent indefinitely, as a
new generation of filmmakers, gov-
ernment support through initiatives
like Goa State Film Festival, and the
adoption of contemporary storytell-
ing methods suggest a promising fu-
ture and a transition from the nascent
stage. Is Konkani cinema showing
strong signs of a renaissance?
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Guirdolim bus stop shelter
needs urgent attention

The Guirdolim bus stop concrete shelter
is in a unsafe condition and a risk for the
citizens who are waiting at the bus stand
for buses near St Joseph Educational
Institute, Chandor. The wall of the bus
stop shelter and pillars are cracked, the
ceiling is broken with chunks of concrete
having fallen off which needs urgent
attention by the authorities concerned
for the safety of public. The village
panchayat office of Guirdolim, MLA of
Cuncolim and the Zilla Panchayat office
should take note of this and initiate
immediate action to repair the bus stop
shelter as soon as possible in the inter-
est of the residents.

RONNIE DSOUZA, Chandor

Banning online gambling and
betting a courageous decision

In the past few years, due to the mobile
and internet revolution, millions of peo-
ple across the country have gained easy
access to mobiles, computers, and the
internet. These tools are also being used
on a large scale for playing games. From
young children to the elderly, millions of
people play different types of games. The
entire online gaming market in India is
worth about Rs 25,000 crore. By passing
the Online Gaming Promotion and Regu-
lation Bill 2025, the central government
has taken an extremely important and
bold step of completely banning online
gambling and betting that were being
conducted in various ways and under
different names. While watching cricket
matches on TV, we often see famous
players advertising, “Bet just fifty rupees
and win crores.” In reality, however,
countless families have been ruined by

‘Mhaje Ghar Yojana’ obvious political stunt

| am writing to express concerns over the “Mhaje Ghar Yojana” in
Goa, which appears to be a very obvious political stunt. If houses
are built illegally, implying they lack proper documentation, how
will the date of construction be proved? Moreover, while hard-
working, tax-paying citizens buying genuine houses pay a stamp
duty and registration fee of up to 8%, would it be fair to allow
this charade for Rs 1000 and Rs 5000? With the revised average
price of Goan houses now at Rs 75,000 per square metre, a 100
square metre property would cost Rs 75 lakhs, incurring a mini-
mum stamp duty and registration fee of Rs 6 lakhs. Secondly, the
Chief Minister has emphasized that this initiative is for the wel-
fare of Goans. However, slums like Moti Dongor in Margao and
Zuarinagar in Vasco house more migrant populations than Goan-
born residents. Itis no hidden fact that the population in these
areas has political protection. In fact, a news report captured an
act during a recent inauguration of the Urban Ayushman Arogya
Mandir at Moti Dongor where assurance of protection was given

to illegal houses.

ALWYN FERNANDES, Benaulim

playing online rummy and card games.
Through apps like Dream11 and My-
11Circle, the advertisers and promoters
have become millionaires, while the
players have gone bankrupt. Gambling
addiction is extremely harmful to indi-
viduals and their families. Even though
the government will lose revenue worth
thousands of crores, it has still taken
this courageous decision.

DATTAPRASAD SHIRODKAR, Mumbai

Primary law subject
required in schools

A formal “primary law textbook” should
be used in primary or secondary
schools, for general knowledge from
childhood. Some school systems and
educational advocates argue that basic
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at editor@
thegoan.net.
Letters must
be 150-200
words and
mention the
writer’s name
. and location

legal concepts should be incorporated
into the curriculum to promote civic liter-
acy and human rights education. This is
often done through other subjects rather
than as a standalone law course. Primary
law textbooks, must be introduced for
students to know basic legal ideas. In
the US, these courses often cover the
Constitution, the Bill of Rights, and

the different court systems, which are
foundational to American law. Similarly,
Indian curricula touch upon the basic
features of the country’s constitution by
methods of simplification. India has a Le-
gal Studies curriculum that covers topics
like the constitution, jurisprudence, and
civiland criminal courts. But ABC of the
law should be taught in the school level
like civil science to know Acts regarding
robbery, cheating, molestation, forgery,
etc, Agriculture Tenancy and Mundkar
Acts, RTl and Education Act, Anti labour
Children Act etc.

RAJESH BANAULIKAR, Arpora

Goa Cabinet looting
local taxpayers?

Goans should be outraged at the fact that
CM takes care of about 45 portfolios (as
highlighted in the recent Assembly ses-
sion by the Opposition) which makes one
wonder, do most of the Goan Ministers
actually have much/any work to do and

if so why is the stretched taxpayer paying
fortheirincome and luxury benefits? Is

it not better to just have a Goa cabinet

of say 3 ministers ? It’s akin to saying a
company CEO doing most/all of the work
and managers are just hired for nothing
but to get a fat salary and great benefits.
This is “daylight robbery” and legalized
loot of the taxpayers money by the Goa
Cabinet and nothing else.

ARWIN MESQUITA, Colva
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THE DAILY GUARDIAN SURVEY ON ONLINE GAMING BILL 2025

80% respondents said this is a major step towards

stopping addiction, financial ruin, and social crisis.

A new India News survey on the
Online Gaming Bill 2025 shows
strong public backing for the leg-
islation. Of 427 respondents, 80%

01.»

What is your opinion on
the Online Gaming Bill,
20257

ready affected.

_

financial distress, while 82% said a
large share of the population is al-

believe it will curb addiction and  Further, 81% linked online gaming
to rising depression and suicide
cases nationwide.

. A historic step for the public

. Adecisive step in digital journey
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THE DAILY GUARDIAN SURVEY ON CULTIVATION OF POISONOUS MOONG DAL

79% believe that the reckless use of chemicalsin
farming is indeed increasing.

The survey on the cultivation of poi-
sonous moong dal highlights grow-
ing public concern over the reckless
use of chemicals in farming. A ma-

jority of respondents believe pesti-
cides and chemical fertilizers pose
serious risks to human life.

Most strongly support banning

harmful substances and urge the
government to promote organic
farming.
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CISF forms first-ever women
commando unit

CONTINUED FROM P1

personnel currently de-
ployed across various air-
ports in the country. Their
training runs from 11 Au-
gust to 4 October. A second
batch is scheduled to un-
dergo the same commando
course from 6 October to
29 November. In the initial
phase, at least 100 women
drawn from Aviation Se-
curity Groups (ASGs) and
other sensitive CISF units
are expected to complete
the programme. CISF of-
ficials have confirmed that
such all-women comman-
do training courses will
now be a regular feature of
the force’s training calen-
dar.

Following the comple-
tion of their training, the
women commandos will
first be deployed at airports

before gradually taking up
assignments at other sensi-
tive installations across the
country. The deployment
is intended not only to en-
hance operational readi-
ness but also to signal a
decisive shift towards gen-
der inclusion in India’s se-
curity apparatus.
Currently, the CISF has
12,491 women personnel,
constituting about 8 per-
cent of its total strength. To
further increase participa-
tion, the force is expand-
ing its recruitment drive
in line with the Ministry
of Home Affairs’ target
of 10 percent representa-
tion. An additional 2,400
women will be inducted
in 2026, with recruitment
patterns being restruc-
tured to ensure that the 10
percent threshold is con-
sistently maintained in the

coming years.

With this initiative, the
CISF has taken a pioneer-
ing step among India’s
armed organisations, aim-
ing not just to improve
women’s representation
numerically but also to ex-
pand their roles in opera-
tional and decision-mak-
ing capacities. By placing
women in high-stakes,
frontline duties, the force
hopes to set a precedent in
gender parity and show-
case women’s capabilities in
security roles traditionally
dominated by men.

Officials believe the move
will not only empower
women within the CISF but
also inspire greater female
participation in other para-
military and armed forces,
furthering the broader goal
of women’s empowerment
in India.

Rajnath Singh meets Kishtwar
cloudburst victims

CONTINUED FROM P1

not due to bad weather
and a fresh landslide on
the Pathernaki road. The
Prime Minister is very
concerned and is constant-
ly monitoring the situation.
We will be speaking to the
affected people through
videoconferencing from
Raj Bhavan,” Singh told
reporters.

The cloudburst struck
Chisoti village, the last
motorable point en route
to the Machail Mata
temple, on 14 August,
killing 65 people and
leaving over 100 injured.
At least 32 others remain
missing, with rescue
teams continuing search
operations in the disaster-
hit area.

Singh expressed satis-
faction over the treatment

being provided to the in-
jured, praising the doctors
and medical staff. “The
injured are recuperating
satisfactorily, and I appre-
ciate the dedicated efforts
of the medical team here,’
he said.

The Defence Minister is
scheduled to chair a meet-
ing with senior officials at
Raj Bhavan to review relief,
rehabilitation and ongoing
rescue efforts in Kishtwar.

3

Arms, ammunition haul seized in
J&K’s Kupwara

CONTINUED FROM P1

earlier seizure in the same
area, which had yielded
two AK-47 rifles, four AK
magazines, 120 rounds of
ammunition, a pistol with
two magazines, five hand

grenades, wireless com-
munication devices and
suspected narcotics, which
have been sent for forensic
testing. Officials said the
recoveries are suspected to
be linked to cross-border
infiltration or hidden sup-

ply drops meant for militant
use. A case has been regis-
tered under relevant sec-
tions at Police Station Treh-
gam, and investigations are
under way to identify the
handlers and trace possible
militant links.

Fadnavis, Prasad dismiss
Opposition’s ‘vote theft’ charge

CONTINUED FROM P1

also hit out at Opposition leaders, includ-
ing MNS chief Raj Thackeray, who backed
Gandhi’s allegations. He said such charges
were only meant to “console party work-
ers” after electoral defeats. “Until they stop
lying and insulting people, they cannot
win,” Fadnavis asserted.

Meanwhile, Shiv Sena (UBT) MP Sanjay
Raut alleged that the BJP-led Mahayuti gov-
ernment in Maharashtra had itself come to
power through “vote theft”, claiming the
matter was being raised “at the national
and international level”.

Rahul Gandhi, continuing his ‘Voter
Adhikar Yatra’ in Bihar’s Araria district,
doubled down on his claims, describing the
Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of the elec-
toral rolls as an “institutionalised way” of
stealing votes. “Lakhs of names have been
deleted. The Opposition is raising the is-
sue, but the BJP has not complained once
because of its partnership with the Election
Commission,” Gandhi alleged. He said the

yatra was drawing “organic support” from
people, reflecting “crores” of voters’ belief
in the Opposition’s claims.

Tejashwi Yadav, also leading the 16-day,
1,300-km march, accused the Election
Commission of functioning like a “cell of
the BJP” and said its credibility was “over”
even in villages. He alleged that voters
were wrongly shown as deceased and that
evidence had been presented before the Su-
preme Court.

The Opposition’s campaign comes against
the backdrop of Prime Minister Modji’s re-
cent remarks in Gaya, warning against “in-
filtrators” altering Bihar’s demography. Te-
jashwi dismissed the claim, saying the ECI
itself had “no such category” in its records.

The ‘Voter Adhikar Yatra’, being spear-
headed by the Congress, RJD and other
Opposition parties, will culminate in Patna
on 1 September. Bihar Assembly elections
are due later this year, though the Elec-
tion Commission has yet to announce the
schedule.

Group Captain Shukla: ‘India
Looks Beautitul from Space’

CONTINUED FROM P1

achievement but a new
chapter of a self-reliant
India,” Singh said, adding
that space would define the

HIGHLIGHTS

B “India looks really beautiful from space, especially at
night over the Indian Ocean.”

— Gp Capt Shubhanshu Shukla

DRDO successfully conducts the
maiden flight Tests of Integrated Air
Defence Weapon System (IADWS). ani

PM Narendra Modi
to launch Rs 5400-cr
projects in Gujarat

future of economy, security
and energy.

Group Captain Shukla,
who returned from NASA’s
Axiom-4 mission on 15 July,
shared his experience of
viewing Earth from orbit.
Displaying a recorded clip,
he said, “India does look
really beautiful. The unique
positioning and shape,
especially at night from the
Indian Ocean, is probably
one of the most beautiful
sights you can ever see in
life.” He also highlighted
how astronauts witnessed
16 sunrises a day, describing
the sight as endlessly
captivating.

Expressing gratitude to
the Indian Air Force, Shukla
credited his transformation

W 16 Sunrises a Day: Astronauts on ISS witness Earth's

sunrise every 90 minutes.

B Gaganyatris Felicitated: Gp Capts Shubhanshu
Shukla, PV Nair, Ajit Krishnan, Angad Pratap.
B Rajnath Singh: “India stands tall among global space

powers.”

B Shukla’s Journey: From a shy Air Force recruit to
India’s second man in space.

and success to his years
in uniform. “Cockpit has
been my greatest teacher. I
owe it to this uniform I am
wearing,” he said, recalling
how the Air Force instilled
confidence in him.

Singh, drawing a personal
connection, noted that
Shukla hailed from his
Lucknow constituency.
“Forty years ago, Rakesh
Sharma went to space.

Shortly after, Shubhanshu
was born. Today, his
childhood dream has come
true, and India has once
again hoisted its flag in
space,” he remarked.
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi had announced the
Gaganyaan programme
on 15 August 2018, setting
India on course to launch
astronauts into space using
indigenous capabilities.

CONTINUED FROM P1

enhance connectivity, and
boost regional economic
activity.

Further, Modi will launch
new road infrastructure
projects such as widening
of the Viramgam-Khudad-
Rampura road, six-lane
underpasses on the Ahmed-
abad-Mehsana-Palanpur
road, and a railway over-
bridge on the Ahmedabad-
Viramgam stretch. He will
also inaugurate power dis-
tribution projects worth
over Rs 1,000 crore under
the Revamped Distribution
Sector Scheme to strength-
en Gujarat’s electricity net-
work.

Urban development
projects under PMAY

(Urban), including slum
rehabilitation in Ramapir
No Tekro, road widening
on the Sardar Patel Ring
Road, and improved water
and sewerage systems, will
also be taken up. In addi-
tion, foundation stones will
be laid for a new Stamps
and Registration building
in Ahmedabad West and
a State-Level Data Storage
Centre in Gandhinagar.
The two-day visit will
highlight Modi’s push for
green mobility, industrial
growth, modern infrastruc-
ture, and digital governance,
reinforcing India’s position
as a global hub for clean
energy and manufacturing
under Make in India and
Aatmanirbhar Bharat.
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REMEMBERING LORD SWRAJ PAUL

A tribute to a champion of Indo-British ties, philanthropy, and quiet resilience

OPINION
SUNDEEP BHUTORIA

heavy heart, mourning

the loss of a man who
was at once a titan and a
guiding light for countless
cosmopolitan Indians. Lord
Swraj Paul was not just an
industrialist, philanthropist,
and parliamentarian — he
was a beacon. A beacon
between India and the United
Kingdom, between tradition
and modernity, between
personal tragedy and public
service.

My association with Lord
Swraj Paul goes back more
than 25 years. I first met
him in London when the
late Hashim Abdul Halim
introduced me to him at the
House of Lords, and we im-
mediately connected. Since
then, meeting him became
an essential part of every
London visit — whether it
was a weekend at his farm,
meals at his favourite Italian
restaurant near Baker Street,
evenings over samosas at his
residence, or tea at the House
of Lords.

In his last three visits to
Kolkata, he was kind enough
to visit my home, and I will
always treasure those mo-
ments. I also spent time with
him post-Covid when he was
in Kensington Hospital, and
the last time we met was at
his house in London, where
he was, as always, extremely

Iwrite these words with a

affectionate towards me.
Fifteen years ago, he gra-
ciously wrote the blurb for
my book on tigers, and to my
surprise, last year, his care-
taker Salma called to say he
had penned a note on my
latest book ‘Norway Diary’.
Such gestures reflected his
warmth and generosity of
spirit.
His iconic July 5th tea par-
ty at the London Zoo will
always be missed from the
city’s social calendar;, just as
his presence will be missed
in the many institutions to
which he devoted his life.
Lord Paul was a man of im-
mense willpower — even
in his later years, one could
see him in Parliament in
his wheelchair, determined
as ever. He leaves behind
an extraordinary legacy of
resilience, generosity, and
commitment. When news
broke of Lord Paul’s passing
on 21 August 2025, aged 94,
condolences poured in from
around the world. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi
wrote on X: “Deeply saddened
by the passing of Shri Swraj Paul
Fi. His contributions to industry,
philanthropy and public service
in the UK, and bis unwavering
supportfor closer ties with India
will always be remembered...”
Mamata Banerjee, the chief
minister of West Bengal, also
took to X to pay tribute to
Lord Paul: “He was... an icon
of the global Indian diaspora
with deep Kolkata connections.
T knew himwell and received bis
affection. We bad interacted on
jointefforts to develop Bengal...”
These words fittingly cap-
ture aman who, for decades,
dedicated his life to strength-
ening the ties of affection,
trust, and enterprise between
two nations.

AN EXTRAORDINARY
JOURNEY

Swraj Paul was born in
Jalandhar in 1931. He was
named ‘Swraj’ because Ma-
hatma Gandhi had visited
his home around the time
of his birth. His childhood
was shaped by struggle —
his father passed away when
he wasjust 13, leaving him to
be raised by his elder broth-
ers. From Doaba College
in Punjab to the hallowed
halls of the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, he
carried with him a restless
determination.

After studying at MIT, he
returned to India, working
briefly in the family’s Apee-
jay Group, before fate dealt
its most brutal blow. In 1966,
seeking treatmentin London
for his daughter, Ambika, di-
agnosed with leukaemia, he
moved with his young family
to the UK. Ambika’s pass-
ing at the tender age of four
would change Lord Paul’s
life forever. Out of that grief,
the Ambika Paul Foundation
was born, carrying forward
her joy and innocence into
causes that would nurture
generations of children.
“The London Zoo is where
she [Ambika] was always
the happiest,” Paul would
often recall. It is no coinci-
dence that the Ambika Paul
Children’s Zoo there stands
as one of Lord Paul’s most
cherished contributions.

BUILDING AN EMPIRE
WITH STEEL AND
RESOLVE
What followed was a story
worthy of legend. Lord Paul
began humbly in the UK,
with a single steel unit, and
went on to found the Caparo
Group in 1968. From that
nucleus, he built one of the
UK’s largest steel conversion
and distribution businesses.
He often joked about being
a “man of steel” not just be-
cause of the business, but be-
cause life demanded it of him.
For Lord Paul, Caparo was
never just a business. It was
his platform to champion

manufacturing in Britain
at a time when the economy
had started tilting heavily to-
wards services. He showed
that Indian grit could thrive
ina British landscape, break-
ing through what he once
described as the “old boys’
network”.

A LIFE TEMPERED BY
GRIEF, BUT LIFTED
BY LOVE

Yet behind the empire-build-
er was a man acquainted
with deep sorrow. The loss
of Ambika was only the first
wound. In1990, Lord Paul’s
brother, Surrendra Paul, was
assassinated by insurgents in
Assam. In 2015, his dynamic
son, Angad, who had taken
over as CEO of Caparo, died
tragically. And in 2022,
his beloved wife, Aruna

)
. Y \
Ne X o
AR

— whom he had married
within a week of meeting
her in Kolkata, before shar-
ing six harmonious decades
together — passed away.

I remember him saying,
with a mixture of pride and
wistfulness, that he inaugu-
rated the Lady Aruna Swraj
Paul Hall at the Indian Gym-
khana Club as a tribute to
“my wonderful wife whom
I miss very much; we never
had an argument during our
65 years of marriage”.

Grief never left Lord Paul,
but he transformed it into
philanthropy. Each of his
loved ones lived on in the
institutions he built and the
causes he supported.

THE
PHILANTHROPIST
AND EDUCATIONIST

Lord Paul’s charitable vi-
sion was immense. From
the Ambika Paul School of
Technology in Jalandhar to
scholarships at MIT, fromthe
Ambika P3 arts space at the
University of Westminster to
hislong chancellorship at the
University of Wolverhamp-
ton, he poured millions into
education. He believed learn-
ing was the surest way to lift
lives. When asked where he
felt most at home, Lord Paul
used to say that he was 100
per cent Indian when in In-
dia and 100 per cent British
when in the UK! That dual
belonging was not just a sen-
timent — he lived it through
his philanthropy. He donated
generously to institutions on
both sides of the world and,
in doing so, he brought India
and the UK closer together.

CULTIVATING RELA-
TIONSHIPS ACROSS
BORDERS

It was in the realm of diplo-
macy, both personal and
political, that Lord Paul’s
influence was perhaps
most remarkable. Margaret
Thatcher admired him and
often invited him for discus-
sions. He enjoyed cordial
relationships with leaders
as diverse as Jawaharlal
Nehru, Indira Gandhi, Atal
Bihari Vajpayee, Manmohan
Singh, Sonia Gandhi, and
Narendra Modi.

In Britain, he was ap-
pointed Deputy Speaker of
the House of Lords, sat on
prestigious committees, and
even played a pivotal role in
London’s successful bid for
the 2012 Olympic Games.
Yet his loyalties were never
transactional. He was un-
wavering in his support for
Indira Gandhi when she
was at her most unpopular.
That loyalty earned him the
reputation of a true “man of
steel” — someone who stood
by friends even when the
winds turned against them.

For me, and for many in
London and Delhi, Lord
Paul’s home at Portland
Place and his office at Baker
Street were more than ad-
dresses; they were cross-
roads where East met West.
He was as comfortable serv-
ing tea in his office to Indian
journalists as he was hosting
prime ministers in his draw-

ing room. His vegetarianism
was another gentle reminder
of his rootedness.

THE MAN BEHIND THE
TITLES

What endeared Lord Paul
most, however, was his
humour. At a function in
Leicester in 2019, when
asked why he was still work-
ing at his age (he was al-
most 90 then), he quipped:
“At my age, what else can
I do?” That was quintes-
sential Lord Swraj Paul
— self-deprecating, sharp,
and disarmingly human.
Despite being on ‘the Sun-
day Times’ Rich List and
living in one of London’s
most enviable addresses, he
took public transport ‘like
everybody else’. For a man
who hobnobbed with heads
of states, that humility was
no act — it was his essence.
As I think of him now, I am
reminded of his memoir
‘Beyond Boundaries’. That
title perhaps best sums up
his life. He transcended the
boundaries of nation, class,
grief, and prejudice. He was,
in the truest sense, global —
long before ‘global Indian’
became a buzzword.

Lord Swraj Paul leaves
behind not only his family
and the empire he built, but
also an indelible impres-
sion on both India and the
UK. He showed us that steel
can be forged into bridges,
that grief can give birth to
hope, and that humour can
outlast sorrow. As for me,
I will miss his warmth, his
generosity, and his quiet
laughter. He was not only a
statesman between nations,
but also a true friend. And
while London and Delhi will
both claim him as their own,
perhaps hislegacy is best en-
capsulated in his own words
— that he was always wholly
Indian and wholly British.
In that, he showed us what
it truly means to belong ev-
erywhere.

Sundeep Bhutoria is a cultur-
ist, thinker, wildlife enthusiast,
author and globe trotter.

Cooperatives: A quiet revolution for a more equal India

OPINION

DR. RAKESH ARRAWATIA &
SUMIT SHARMA

h

In the aftermath of the 1991
economic crisis, India made
a significant pivot from a
state-controlled economy
towards a more liberalized,
market-driven model. This
shift was critical for un-
locking economic growth,
attracting foreign invest-
ment, and integrating India
into the global economy.
Structural reforms such as
deregulation, privatization,
and the reduction of trade
barriers helped stimulate
industrial expansion and
service-sector growth,
leading to higher GDP and

improved global competi-
tiveness.

However, while this tran-
sition catalysed overall eco-
nomic development, it also
led to income inequality
and socio-economic dispar-
ity. According to Oxfam’s
Survival of the Richest: The
India Story, report 2023,
the richest 10% of Indians
controlled 77% of the coun-
try’s total wealth. The ben-
efits of liberalization have
favoured corporate giants,
financial institutions, and
urban elites, particularly in
metropolitan areas. In con-

trast, rural populations—
especially those dependent
on agriculture and infor-
mal livelihoods—have often
found themselves excluded
from the rapid gains of eco-
nomic reform.

COOPERATIVES

AS INCLUSIVE
INSTITUTIONS

In this context, coopera-
tives emerge as a compel-
ling alternative, not only
as economic institutions
but as vehicles for inclu-
sive and democratic wealth
creation. When economists
Daron Acemoglu and James
Robinson argued in their
book Why Nations Fail that
inclusive economic institu-
tions are essential for long-
term prosperity because
they distribute power and
wealth more broadly —they
may not have realized that
India has long nurtured
such institutions through
its cooperative movement.
A telling comparison il-
lustrates this point vividly:
when a conglomerate like
Reliance Industries reaches
a market valuation of Rs
12 lakh crore, the financial
rewards are concentrated
among a few shareholders.
On the other hand, when
Amul, a dairy cooperative,
records an annual turn-

over of Rs 90,000 crore,
the economic benefits are
distributed among millions
of farmers who are its true
owners. This is not just re-
distribution — it is transfor-
mation.

THE MINISTRY OF CO-

OPERATION: A GAME-

CHANGING INITIATIVE
The formation of the Min-
istry of Cooperation marks
a game-changing initiative
in India’s governance land-
scape. It holds the poten-
tial to bring the benefits of
the cooperative movement
closer to the common popu-
lace—particularly farmers,
rural entrepreneurs and
women engaged in grass-
roots economic activities.
By institutionalizing sup-
port for cooperatives at the
national level, this initiative
helped build a more robust
and integrated cooperative
ecosystem across sectors.
The vision articulated by
Amit Shah, the Minister
of Cooperation, is both
ambitious and commend-
able, aiming to revitalize
the cooperative model as a
powerful tool for inclusive
growth, self-reliance, and
rural empowerment.

THE TRINITY THAT
BUILT THE COOPERA-

TIVE MOVEMENT
However, replicating such
models at scale requires
more than just economic
intent. It calls for a trinity of
foundational strengths that
once defined India’s coop-
erative movement: the so-
cial capital and cooperative
spirit of a Tribhuvandas
Patel, the political vision
and commitment of leaders
like Sardar Vallabhbhai Pa-
tel and Lal Bahadur Shastri,
and the economic genius
and managerial innovation
of Dr. Verghese Kurien.
Today, we have the po-
litical will under the
leadership of Minister of
Cooperation Amit Shah.
Institutions like IRMA
can continue to produce
“new Kuriens,” as seen in
cooperative CXOs such as
R.S. Sodhi (Indian Dairy
Association), Jayen Mehta
(Amul), and Dr. Meenesh
Shah (NDDB). But the so-
cial capital from the grass-
roots — the lifeblood of any
cooperative movement —
must be nurtured through
a steady, structured, and
sustained approach.

IRMA AND AMUL:
NORTH STARS OF
THE COOPERATIVE
MOVEMENT

Institutions like the Insti-

tute of Rural Management
Anand (IRMA) and Amul
serve as the north stars
guiding the cooperative
movement in India. They
exemplify how profes-
sional management, and
democratic governance
can come together to create
inclusive and sustainable
models of development.
IRMA has consistently
nurtured a cadre of profes-
sionally trained managers
who bring much-needed
managerial sophistication,
systems thinking, and ethi-
cal leadership to grassroots
organizations. Its alumni
have contributed signifi-
cantly to a range of coopera-
tive and development insti-
tutions across the country,
strengthening the ecosys-
tem from within.

Amul, on the other hand,
stands as a pioneering ex-
ample of how cooperatives
can scale effectively while
remaining rooted in the
interests of their members.
Its success has been deeply
anchored in a governance
structure led by democrati-
cally elected leaders from
the farming community,
ensuring both operational
efficiency and social eq-
uity. By distributing wealth
fairly among its producer-
members and reinvesting

in local economies, Amul
has become a powerful
symbol of self-reliant rural
enterprise. Together, IRMA
and Amul reflect the trans-
formative potential of the
cooperative model when
backed by vision, profes-
sionalism, and grassroots
participation.

EDUCATION AS THE
BEDROCK OF COOP-
ERATION
At the grassroots level, the
current approach to orga-
nizing Farmer Producer
Organizations (FPOs) and
cooperatives often adopts a
push-based, mission-mode
model led by NGOs. While
this has achieved scale, it
risks bypassing the most
critical ingredient: values.
Social capital, trust, and a
spirit of mutual coopera-
tion cannot be manufac-
tured overnight. They must
be cultivated patiently, and
this is where education
plays a transformative role.
Embedding cooperative
principles and values in
school and undergradu-
ate curricula can sow the
seeds of collective thinking
and democratic enterprise
in young minds. Future
leaders of India’s coopera-
tive sector must not only
understand balance sheets

but also the ethos of coop-
eration, equity, and shared
purpose.

The establishment of
‘Tribhuvan’ Sahkari Uni-
versity (TSU) is an impor-
tant step in this direction. It
has the potential to become
a crucible for nurturing so-
cially committed, ethically
grounded, and manageri-
ally competent leaders who
will carry forward the co-
operative movement. More
than a university, it can be
the nucleus of a quiet revo-
lution — one that does not
just reduce inequality, but
redefines how we think
about growth, ownership,
and justice in the Indian
economy. In an age where
economic growth often
comes with social fractures,
cooperatives offer a model
that is as democratic as it is
efficient. The time is ripe to
revisit this model, not just
as an economic tool, but as
a moral and social impera-
tive.

Dr. Rakesh Arrawatia is a
distinguished professor at the
Institute of Rural Management
Anand (IRMA).

Sumit Sharma is currently
serving as a Research Fellow
at the Institute of Rural Man-
agement (IRMA) in Anand,
Gujarat.
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Space mission

Goals must align with India's needs

HE ambiticus roadmap for India’s space pro-

gramme outlined on National Space Day is in

line with the mission to think big and expand

the boundaries of technological prowess. The

endless universe tellsus that no frontier is the
final frontier, the Prime Minister said, highlighting the
commitment to stay the course on robust space explo-
ration. India plans to launch 119 satellites in the next 15
vears and expand its ground station networks. In the
work s are more unmanned Chandrayaan missions before
an Indian sets foot on the moon by 2040, A 10-tonne mod-
ule of the Bharativa Antariksh Station is slated for launch
in 2028. The entire space station is expected to bein place
b 2035. The big techno-sdentific projects are markers of
India's growing stature as a global space power.

In light of the fast-changing global events and
weapon advancements, national security considera-
tions demand focussed attention. The challenge is to
gtrike the right balance in making the optimum use of
the space programme — both for developmental goals
and leveraging the new capabilities for security objec-
tives. It calls for pragmatism and careful assessment of
Indias needs. On the human spaceflight goals, an
ingightful perspective comes from Gaganyaan astro-
nauts that the journey ahead must be approached with
humility Stepping bevond the planet, according to
them, offers not just scientific breakthroughs but also a
renewed sense of respongibility and unity. More impor-
tant, for anything and everything that India does in
gpace, there has to be some usefulness back on earth.

In Modi's call to prepare for deep space exploration,
aparadigm shift has been the enfry of the private sector
in the space programme ecosystem. Much depends on
how its role as a capable partner is harnessed to shoul-
der the weight of India’s ambitious projects.

Mail interrupted
Trade tensions spill into postal services

ROM August 25, India Post will suspend most
categories of mail to the US due to American
carriers’ refuisal to process parcels under new
US customs rules. Only letters, documents
and giftsvalued under $100will continue tobe
accepted. The suspension, necessitated by an executive
arder in Washington that scraps the duty-free ‘de min-
imis' facility, makes low-value imports into the US cost-
lier and harder to ship. Unable to meet the compliance
demands of this new regime, carriers have halted oper-
ations, forcing India Posttofollow suit. India is not alone.,
Several European postal services have also suspended
shipments to the US. This underscores that the problem
lies not in the efficiencyof national postal systemsbutin
Washington's increasingly restrictive trade and customs
framework. What seems like atechnical matter of parcel
processing is, in reality, an extension of tariff politics.
This disruption is part of the broader trade friction
between New Delhi and Washington. Recently, the US
raised tariffs on several Indian products, mcluding cot-
ton exports, tightening pressure on India's farm sector.
In a balaneing act, New Delhi eliminated its own 11 per

cent import duty on raw cotton — a longstanding
demand of the textile industry — arguing it would help
mills access cheaper inputs. Yet the timing, coming
amid US pressure and 50 per cent tariffs on Indian cot-
ton, has sparked debate over whether this decision
undermines farmers while placating global partners.
For ordinary citizens, however, the tariff chess game
translates into everyday inconvenience. Familiescan no
longer send essentials easily, students are cut off from
study materials and small exporters who rely on low-
cost postal logistics face crippling uncertainty. India
must not only press diplomatically for smoother trade
and postal links, but also invest in strengthening its
own logisticsecosystem. For now, even an ordinary par-
cel is collateral damage in a tariff war — an everyday
casualty of highdevel decisions.

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

Che Tribune.
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THENEW PRESIDENT

ATits meeting on Saturday the Legislatve Assembly eected MrVJ
Patd its President in place of Sir Frederick Whyte. While several
names had beenmentioned, only two candidates were actually nom-
inated. Mr Rangachan, the defeated candidate, pot S6vateswhile Mr
Pated grot 58, As the election was by ballot, it is not possible to saywith
absolute precision who voted for whom But every one who knows
anything about the nature of the canvassing that preceded the elec-
tion can forma faidy dose ideaof the ines on which thevoting must
have gone. Mr Patel's 58 must have consisted of the solid Swarajst
block of about 43 members — the only Swamjists present on theday
atSimla— and 15 ather members, mosthy, ifnot solely, Independents,
MrRangachan's 5 supporters were an equally solid block of official
and semi-afficial members, also about 43, and about 13 elected Indi-
anmembers, Independent and Liberal. Apart from all questions of
the respective merits of the two candidates, the election of Mr Patel
15 thus a matter fior sincere congratulation. because it saved the
Assembly from theunfortunate position of having in the Chatrasits
own nomines a person whamn the overwhelming majonty of the
elected and non-offi cial members did not want

Having said this, we are free to add that we consider it esdremel v
unfortunate that the attempt that 15 known to have been made to
have the first elected President of the Assembly put in the chair
with a virtually unanimous non-official vote did not succeed. The
proposal did not lack influential backing. Indeed, someof the prin-
aple supports of the two contending candidates met on Thursday
evening to arnve at a unanimous deasion, if possible.
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A soldier must not be fighting the state

MoD must be more sensitive & review its policy on disability entitiement of ex-servicemen

LT GEN DS HOODA (RETD)
FORMER NORTHERN ARMY
COMMANDER

a disabled
veteran Or a
family 15 forced
to fight another
battle, not on
the frontline, but in the court,
something 15 broken in our sys-
tem that vocally applauds the
gsoldier but entangles him in ht-
gation after retrement. In sev-
eral recent rulings, the courts
have cautioned the government
against its persistent practice of
contesting nearly every Armed
Forces Tribunal {AFT) ruling
that grants pensionary relief to
soldiers. This observation was
made when the Dellu Hiph
Court was hearing the case of
Major Sanjeev Chadha, whohad
died 25 years ago.

In another case last month, the
Delhi High Court dismissed 300
petitions filed by the Defence
Ministry challenging the AFTSs
order granting disability pension,
The court noted. Tt is not an act of
generosity, but a rightful and just
acknowledperment of the sacri-
fices endured by them., which
manifests in the form of disabili-
ties'disorders  suffered dunng
their military service.... It 15 a
measure that upholds the states
responsibility towards its sol
diers, who have served the nation
with courage and devotion.”

This 15 the real 1ssue before us
— the responsibility of the state
towards the soldiers. However,
e fore we turn to this, we must
also understand why special
consideration should be made
towards the members of the
military.

The military 15 entrusted with
the exercise of ultimate violence
on behalf of the nation. Trrespon-
sible behaviour on its part could

Whenafrog
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weaken a nation’s security and
well-bang, There must, therefore,
be a set of codified values that
serve as 4 guide to members of
the military — the military ethic.
This ethic accepts the supremacy
of the political povernment, 1s cor-
portivein spirit, and emphasi ses
lovalty and obedience. However,
the foremost element of the mili-
tary ethicis theconcept of "unlim-
ited hability”

TUnlimited liability” means that
all members of the military
accept that they can be Lawfully
ordered to po into conditions
which could lead to their death.
This is a uniquely military provi-
sion that sets # apart from any
other profession and is at the
heart of understanding the
meaning of duty as a soldier sees
it. The fundamental nature of sol -
diering 15 not the capacity to take
lives (though necessary for victo-
ry} but the willingness to die.

We must also ask ourselves
what keeps individual soldiers
going in the most difficult of con-
ditions along the Himalavan
watershed, the iy heights of
Stachen, patrolling in waist-deep
snow  during counterterrorist
operations in Kashmir and
engaging in artillery duels at the
Line of Control. What keeps
them going is a powerful sense of
purpose that their duty servesa
cause far greater than their own
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RESOLVE: Soldiers camy apowerful sense of purpose that their duty serves a cause far greater than theirown hardship. Fm
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The ‘Military
Covenant' is not only
applicable to menin

uniform, butmore
critically, also to those
out of uniform.

hamdship. They are defending
the honour of ther country,
aware that the safety of the
nation rests on the resobve of
each soldier

What does a soldier ask in
return from the state? That he
be treated with honour, respect
and dignity. If he is mjured or
loses hislife, he or his familyvwall
be looked after. This mutual
obligation is referred to as the
"Military Covenant®. This inter-
play between the soldier and the
state creates an unbreakable
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bond that has sustained the mil-
ftary throughout India's inde-
pendent history.

The ‘Military Covenant' is not
only apphicable to men in uni-
form, but more critically, also to
those out of uniform. It is the vet-
erans, hving in thousands of vil-
lages arross the country, without
the institutional support that a
serving  soldier enjoys, who
desarvethestate's obligations the
most. Unfortunately, the specta-
de of thousands of them who
have bled for the flag now plead-
g before judges 15 distressing.
Major Sanjeev Chadha’s family
had to wait a quarter century
before justice was delivered.

In 2015, the government prom-
ised to reduce litigation and
mmprove the system of address-
ing grievances among the mib-
tary wveterans. The Raksha
Mantri constituted a Committee
of Experts, and amon g the 32 rec-
ommendations that were accept-
ed was the withdrawal of ltiga-
tion in all cases that had been
settled by the courts. However,
little has changed.

In September 2023, new enti-
tlement rules were issued for the
grant of disability pension for the
armed forces. Instead of taking
note of the conditions under
which soldiers operate, the rules
have narrowed eligibility condi-
tions. They create an unjust

Never was so much owed h}f somany to so few . — Winston Churchill

twitched

back tolifein thelab

AsHwANI CHATRATH

joined the pre-university dass at a college in Batala. My

IT was 1977, After completing my matriculation, 1 had

father had encouraged me to pursue the medical stream.
Back then, animal dissection was a mand atory part of the cur-
riculum for biology students. In our first year, frogs served as
ourintroductiontothe inner workings of vertebrate anatomy.
Every week, our zoology practical dass would begin with
instructions from the professor, whowould demonstrate the dis-
section process with surgical precision. Students would then
return to their seats, where unconsaous frogs awaited themin
wax-ined dissection trays. The frogs were anaesthetised by
immersion in a formalin solution. This task was handled by
Garib Dass, the soft-spoken and helpful laboratory technician,
The standard procedure involved pinning the frog's limbs
securely tothe tray to prevent any movement. The dissection
covered various bodily systems — digestove, cmrculatory,
excretory and reproductive systems. What happened during
one session remains etehed in my memory, Midway thmough
the procedure, as I was exploring the anatomy of my speci-
men, the frog twitched, then it began writhing violently,
attempting to escape the tray. Startled bevond belief, I leapt
back from the table. My gasp triggered a chain reaction; the
entire lab erupted in panic as students backed away in alarm.
Our professor, however, remained unfazed. He reassured us
that this was not uncommon. When insufficient formalin is
used, the frog might not be completely anaesthetised. Garib
Dass was summoned and, with a hint of a chuckle, he con-
firmed: "It happens sometimes. Nothing to worry about.”
The specimen was promptly removed and replaced with a
maore sedated one. This time, the frog remamned completely
motionless — clear evidence that Garib Dass had taken no

chances with the dosage.

What endeared Garib Dass touswasn't just his role inmain-
taining the lab, but alsohis genuine concern for students, As
the final exams approached and I struggled to revise the dis-
gsection material, he kindly arranged for me to practice once
more with a sedated frog. This extra effort, along with the
support of a classmate, helped me understand the subject
better and ultimately pass my exam.

Today, animal dissections have been largely phased out in
educational mstitutions across India. Thanks to advocacy by
organisations ike PETA, the UGC has banned the practice in
favour of more humane and ecologically responsible methods,
This dedsion not only s pares counthess armmals pain and their
Irves but also reflects a growing awareness of biodiversity
preservation and ethical seientific inquiry.

Looking back, that singular moment in the lab was more
than just a disruption — it was a lesson in empathy, curiosity
and the evolving ethics of science education.

imbalance compared to chvibhan
employees, who continue to
recenve  broader protections
recogmising work-related health
ssues without such stnngent
conditions. A month after the
new riles were promulgated, it
was reported that the Ministry of
Defence had directed the Army
to file writ petitions challengng
all orders passed in favour of the
disabled saldiers by the AFTs,

The problem i compounded
by a refusal to aceept the dea-
gsionsof the AFT. In October 2024,
the AFT Princpal Bench in New
Delhi issued summons to the
Army Chief and the Defence See-
retary. The Bench remarked. "We
find that the respondents in
maore than 6,500 cases pending
before the Armed Forces Th-
bunal, Principal Bench, New Del-
hi, and 10 other Regional Benche-
es are not implementing the
orders passed by this Tribunal .

The justification often grven by
officials 15 that there 15 an
exploitation of disability benefits
by "unserupulous personnel” and
a rise in "personnel seeking dis-
ability, even for lifestyvle dis-
eases.” This assertion does not
stand up to scruting, considering
the large number of cases whene
the courts have dismissed the
MoD's challenges to AFT rmilings.

The Mol must, therefore,
review its policy on disability
entitlement, both to curb any
misuse and become more sensi-
tive to soldiers whose health is
bound to be affected by the haz-
ardous conditions under which
they operate. This should not
merely be a techmical exercize,
but a moral one.

It is often argued that the mili-
tary is a large organisation, and
the fnancial implications of
mplementing the court orders
would put additional pressure on
the already stressed revenue
budget. Counting nipees while
discounting justice 1s a false cal-
culus. Every contested order
clogs courts, delays rehabilita-
tion and undermines the trust
between the soldierand thestate.
A soldiers last fight must not be
against his own state.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

New Delhi asserts itself

Cloudburst a misnomer

Refer to ‘India has to play along with China'
{The Great Game); there 15 nothing wrong in
having pood relations with the US even
though New Delhi has refused to cater to
Trump's self<obsession. It is quite reasonable
to argue that in the recent years, an impres-
sion emerged that New Delhi tilted a bit more
towards the US, even at the cost of old friend-
ships. With India’s assertion that India wall
continue purchasing oil from Russia despite
Trump's threats and the timely visits of Ajit
Doval and 5 Jaishankar to neighbouring
countnes, a balance has been struck. Diplo-
matic wisdom les in maintaining peaceful
and cordial relations with a powerful nation
like China also. Meanwhile, the US Presi-
dent’s high-profile meetings with Zelensky
and the EU members have helped namow
down the gaps between the NATO, EU leaders
and the US.

RAJ BAHADUR YADAV, FATEHABAD

India cannot afford isolation
India stands at a crossroads in the face of an
mposing alliance between China and Pak-
istan. As the less powerful playver, India must
master the art of timing and restraint, China's
deft diplomacy, weaving ties with Pakistan,
Afrhanistan — and even reaching out to India
— shows that New Delhi cannot afford isola-
tion or rigidity. In today's turbulent global
landscape, India’s path should be one of prag-
matic flexibility, not bravado. True strength
lies not in loud defiance, but in wise maneu-
vering and waitin g for the right moment totip
the balance in vour favour.

GURDEV SINGH, MOHALI

Not at the cost of our self-esteem
Refer to ‘India has to play along with China';
our eastern neighbour 15 commending Pak-
istan for its “tireless efforts™ to combat terror-
ism. If that was so, Pahalgam would have nev-
er happened. We all know that China is a
strategic partner of Palastan. India should not
try to amend its ties with the US and China at
the cost of its self-esteem. New Delhi should
not allow itself to become a ball in the global
plavfield to be kicked this side or that by
opportunistic nations.

RAVINDER KUMAR JAIN, LUDHIAMA

Refer to ‘Hills can no longer absorb the
shocks we inflict upon them'; it 15 true that
any rain-related disaster in Himachal is often
mislabelled as a ‘cloudburst’. However, the
fragile terrain bears the scars of reckless tun-
nelling, road-cutting, unplanned construction
and deforestation, which trigger landslides
and destroy hvelihoods. Moreover, shirry,
muck and debris bury homes and fields, vet
this huge devastation 15 misleadingly termed
as a natural calamity. The government must
enforce ngorous monttoring and sensitive
engmeenng to safepuard lives.

CHANCHAL S MANN, UNA

Mo darity on zero GST on premiums
Apropos of 'GST revamp’; a zero-GST label
may sound appealing and populist, but if
insurers quietly adjust base premiums, the
customers gain little and tmnsparency suf-
fers, What is missing 18 a focus on clarit v and
accountability. A lower GST rate, say 5%, com-
bined with measums like refunding
unutilised credits and mandatory disclosure
of benefit pass-throupgh to policyholders
would deliver genuine relief instead of cos-
metic opties. Further, targeted subsidies for
vulnerable groups such as senior citizens
could create deeper social repercussions.
Without these safeguards, any GST overhaul
risks adding to confusion instead of enhane-
ing consumer protection.

K KUMAR, PANCHEULA

Develop positive mindset
There are sufficient laws to deal with corrup-
tion, we do not need any more. The govern-
ment pushing for the Constitution Bill was a
farce. The solution lies in applying the exist-
ing laws duly supported by fair, trans parent
and professional investigations as well as sub-
sequent speedy trials without any political
interference. The misuse of premier inves-
tigative agencies has become the order of
the day particularly to harass Opposition
leaders. The ruling parties, whether at the
Centre or in the states, must mculcate a
positive and progressive mindset towards
their opponents which is an indispensable
need of constitutional democracy.

RAVI BHUSHAN, KURUKSHETRA

Letters to the Editor, typed in double space, should not exceed the 2004word limit.
These should be cogently wiitten and can be sent by e-mall to: Letiers@tribunemall.com
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WIDE range of

poltical forma-

tions in Punjab

held rallies and

eetings to com-

memorate the death anniver-

sary of Sant Harchand Singh

Longowal last week. He was

killed by militants on August

20, 1985, for sipning an accord

with the then Prime Minister
Rajiv Gandhi.

Representing the Shire-
mani Akali Dal(SAD), he had
reached an agreement with
the Union pgovernment on
several contentious demands
of Sikhs, for which his party
had been agitating for vears.
As 15 well known, the Akah
movement, though initially
raised “secular” demands, it
soon took aviolent form., with
a section of Sikh militants
demanding a sepamte state
for Sikhs.

Given that Sant Longowal
had signed the pact in the
backdmpof the Indian armed

forces’ attack on the Sikh
holy shnne in Amritsar, the
mumder of Indira Gandhi and
widespread violence against
mnocent Sikhs in Delhi and
other aties, led other promi-
nent Akah leaders to distance
themselves from both the
accord and Sant Longowal,

It is 40 vears after his death
that his legacy 15 being
claimed by different factions
of the SAD, even declaring
him a martyr for the cause.
While recalling his sacrifice,
leaders of the two prominent
factions of the SAD invoked
the Rajrv-Longowal aceord.
They reminded ther audi-
ence and the Union govern-
ment that the promises made
by itin 1985 had still not been
mmplemented — the most
prominent of them being the
tmnsfer of Chandigarh to
Punjab as its capital By
implication, Chandigarh
should no longer be a union
temitory and should no
longer be the capital of

[t was on September 1, 1066,
nearly 59 wvears ago, that
Harvana became a sepamate
state. In the federal history of
independent India, every
time a new state is created, it
also pets a new capital aty of
its own. By vitue of beingthe
seat of legislative power, the
capital city attracts a wide

OPED
Haryana also needs a capital of its own

UNFORTUMATE: Gurugram is a top city, but it has little to do with Haryana's social, culttural life. ALE PHOTD

range of institutions: educa-
tional, medical. soeial, juridi-
cal and many more. It 15 in the
capital aty that a new region-
specific middle-class elite
consolidates itself Besides
seeking  mobility  through
education, employment and
engagements with such mod-
em-dayinstitutions, this mid-
dle class articulates an identi-
ty for the region.

The process 1s very similar
to the growth of nationalism
dunng the late 19th and early
20th century India. The aties
of Knlkata, Mumbai, Chennai
and Dellh acquired promi-
nence not merely as indu stri-

Despite being
among the
prominent states
of the country,
Haryanalacks:
sense ofits
cultural self.

al eities, they also shaped the
Indian middle-class elite and
dentity of the new nation
Likewise, cities like Gand hi-
nagar, Dehradun, Ranchi and
Raipur provided such spaces
for the newly formed states to
consolidate  their regional
aspirations and identities.
More recently, when the state
of Andhra Pradesh was sepa-
mted from Telangana, it also
envisioned a new capital ity
for itself, Amaravati.

As a part of the Indian
union, Harvana has emerged
as asignificant state over the
past 59 vears. With a popula-
tion of more than 2.5 crore, it

15 counted among the larpe-
gized states’. It has not only
successfully emerged from
the shadow of Punjab but
also surpassed it in many
respects.

Hiarvana ranks among the
top five states in terms of the
popular indicators of econony
i growth, leaving behind
Punjab. Even though its
gshare in the national popula-
tion 15 a bittle above 2 per cent,
its contribution to national
income is close to 4 per cent.

However, a closer look at the
social and economic hife on
the pround m the state pres-
ents a rather disheartening
picture, Despite being among
the prominent states, it lacks
a sense of its culturmal self
Muost of its urban population is
ooncentrated in the National
Capital Region (NCR). While
Gurugram may figure among
the top happening cities of
South Asia, it has verylittle to
dowith the social and cultural
life of Harvana, Likewise, the
new private universities near
sonepat are beginning to be
mnked among the mstitu-
tions of academic excellence
by global ranking apences.
Still, they contribute very lit-
tle to the educational well-
being of the state,

For Harvana, such urbani-
zation has only created a class
of real estate agents and a

small number of
individualshouseholds with
a large volume of wealth
acquired through the sale of
agricultural land, but with no
meaningfil ECOnomic
engagement.

Unfortunately, there are
not many people who speak
up for Haryana and articu-
late the aspimtions of its
vouth and the ordinary peo-
ple. Like most other regions,
its political elite has, stran ge-
ly, mostly been indifferent to
such cultural and social
need s of the state.

The most eritical reason for
such a frapmented nature of
the regional socal and politi-
cal elite has been the absence
of a capital aty, a centre of
social and political life where
such a voice could have been
articulated and heard.

Whether Chandigarh
remains a union terntory or 1s
transferred to Pumgab does
not benefit the lonpg-term
mterests of Harvana. Instead
of wasting s energy on
resisting such a transfer
Harvana needs to negotiate
with the Union government
for a capital aty of its own,
which houses its lepislative
Assembly, offices of the state
government and a high court
of its own that could enable
the state to acquire an identi-
ty for itself.

RAJAT KATHURIA
PROFESSOR OF ECONOMICS,
SHIV NADAR UNIVERSITY, NCR

LR JAMES. the
Trinidadian soct-
ologist and intel-
lectual, famoushy
posed a rhetori-
cal question in his seminal
work, Beyomd a Boundary:
"What do they know of erick-
et who only ericket know?"
Professor James argued that
totruly grasp the essence of
cricket, one must explore the
intneate connections with
society, history, pohtics and
culture, The game, for Pro-
fessor James, was a prism
through which to understand
the human condition. colo-
nial legacies and the strugele
for identity. In the same spir-
it, one might provocatively
ask: "What do they of Al
know who only Al know?”

To understand artifical intel-
ligence (Al) solely through its
algonthms, data sets and com-
putational poweris to miss the
profound socetal, ethical and
economic  imphcations it
engenders. This article arpues
that a narrow; purely technical
understanding of Al s msuffi-
cient, particularly when con-
fronting the complex nterplay
between rapid Al innovation
and pressing ethical concems.
These include the nse of
monopolies and challenges to
anfitrust frameworks, espe-
cially in the context of India's
burgeoning Big Tech land-

SCAPE.

What do they know of Alwho only Al know

Al mnovation 15 undendably
a powerful engine for
progress. From revolutionis-
ng healtheare diagnosties and
drug discovery to oplimising
supply chains and personalis-
INg consumer expenences, Al
promises unprecedented effi-
cencies and capabilities.

In India, Al1s poised tohelp
leapfrog growth in vanous
sectors — from apriculture to
finance — offenng solutions
to longstanding developmen-
tal challenges. With the sheer
seale of data available
India, combmed with a bur-
peoning digital infrastructure
and avast talent pool, the pos-
sibilities are mindbogeling,

However, the very nature of
Al 1mmnovation inherently
favours market concentration.
Modern Al models, especally
large language models (LLMs)
and complex neural networks,
require immense computa-
tonal power, vast datasets and
highly specalised talent
These resources are not even-
by distributed. Big Tkech com-
panies — such as Google,
Amazon, Meta and Microsoft
globally, and ther dominant
counterparts in India — pos-
sess unparalleled access to
these entical inputs. They own
the cloud mfrastructure, con-
trol massive user data ecosys-

tems and can attract top Al tal-
ent through substantial
mvestments.

This creates a self-reinfone-
mg cyce: more data leads to
better models, which attract
more users, Fenerating even
more data, further solidifying
their market position. In oth-
er words, what economists
refer to as ‘network effects’
become even more prmofound
in an Al ecosystem.

This dynamic creates sipg-
nificant barriers to entry for

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE
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ANTITRLUST: A purely technical understandingof Al is insufficient when confronting ethical concerns. reuTeRs

smaller firms and startups, It
becomes very, very hamd for a
new entrant to build, deploy
or distribute a competitive Al
product without relving on
the infrastructure and
resources provided by these
incumbents, This  inbuilt
advantage. drnven by the
scale and capital intensity of
Al development, naturally
leads to monopolies.

We have in the past heard
self-serving  arguments by
plants that natural monopo-
bies are pood because they
reduce cost for customers.
AT&T. before its divesture in
1984, spent millions in legal
feess over decades arpuing
against structuml reorganisa-
tion. The rise of Al-driven
market concentrmation threat-
ens 4 recurrence of itigation-
mtensive regulatinon for Big
Tech., The combined market
capitalisation of the word's
largesttechnology companies,
mcluding Apple, Microsoft,
Alphabet {Google), Amazon,
Nwvidia and Meta, now collec-
tively is around the sze of the
wordds second-largest econo-
my. This immense economic
power presents novel and

Allowing
unchecked market
concentration by
the Big Tech,
whether foreign or
domestic, could
stifle nascent Indian
startups and limit
consumer choice.

complex challenges for com-
petition regulators.

Concepts such as algorith-
mic collusion, where pricing
algorithms can tacitly coordi-
nate market behaviour with-
out explicit human apree-
ment (eg, dynamic pncing on
ecommerce platforms lead-
mg to synchronised pnce
hikes), are difficult to prove
under exasting laws requinng
overt collusion. Killer acqui-
sitions, like Facebook's acqui-
gition of Instapram when it
wias a nascent competitor
with no revenue, eliminate
future competitive threats
and stifle innovation, often
faling below traditional
merger review thresholds.

Lastly, self-preferencing
and bundhng, where doms-
nant platforms favour their
own products or services (eg,
Google promoting its shop-
ping results or apps like
YouTube in search rankings
or Apple favouring its own
App Store and services),
leverage their market power
to disadvantage rivals and
limit consumer choice, These
practices create novel and
complex issues for regulators

worldwide as they were not
designed for the unique
dvnamics of digital markets
and Al-doven economies.

India’s antitrust watchdog,
the Competition Commission
of India (CCI), is actively
prappling with these chal-
lenpges. While the Competi-
tion Act of 2002 prowvides a
framework for investigating
anti-competitive agreement s
and abuse of dominant posi-
tion, the unique characteris-
tics of digital markets and AT
necessitate new approaches.

Thus, the Ministry of Corpo-
mate Affairs (MCA) released a
draft Digital Competition Bill
i 2024, proposing to infroduce
ev-ante regulations — rules
desipned to prevent anti-com-
petitive behaviour before it
oreurs — for "Systermically Sig-
nificant Digital Enterprises
(58DEs)" This pmachve
approach, inspired by global
efforts ke the EUs Dipital
Markets Act, sought to ensure
faircompetition in digital mar-
lets without stifling innowva-
tion. However, the governmment
was compelled to withdraw
this Bill ater vehementoppost-
tion by the Big Tech, among
ofhers, thatthe "esc-ante” or pre-
empliveregulatoryapproachis
ovedy broad, vague and it
duplicates exdsting provisions.
What's more, the Bill inter alia
nsked stifling mnovation and
mvestment and raising oon-
sumercosts, they said. Th those
mn the know, this 1= an all too
familiar playboolk.

The Parliamentary Stand-
ing Committee on Finance,
in its report "Evolving Role
of CCI in the Economy, Par-
ticularly the Digital Land-
scape’,  submitted  this
manth, recommended that
the CCI strengthen its tech-
nical capacity, establish a

specialised digital markets
unit, shift towards an evi-
dence-based framework and
examine a nuanced ex-ante
regulatory  approach to
address  anti-competitive
practices by large digital
enterprises more effectively.

50, the povernment has
decided toconduct a compre-
hensme market study before
drafting a new legislation,
aiming to balance curbing
antrcompetitive conduct
with fostering innovation
and economic prowth.

India, ke other countries,
faces a debicate balancing act.
On the one hand, theres a
strong desire to foster domes-
tic Al innovation and achieve
technological  self-reliance,
aligning with initiatives like
Make in India’. On the other
hand, allowing unchecked
market concentration by the
Big Tech, whether foreign or
domestic, could stifle nascent
Indian startups and limit con-
sumer choice. The CCI has
already scrutinised the oon-
duct of prants like Google and
Meta on the alleged abuse of
dominant positions in app dis-
tribution and online advertis-
mg, sipnalling a delerming
tion to address these issues.

CLR James's challenge to
understand ericket bevond
its boundaries serves as a
powerful metaphor for the Al
era. To truly harness Al's
transformative potential for
national development, we
must move beyond a purely
technical understanding.
The tension betwee ninnova-
tion and ethical concerns,
particularly the rise of Big
Tech monopolies and the
challenpges to  antitrust,
underscores the urgent need
for a holistic approach.

Veerws are personal

O7

SATURDAY'S SOLUTION SUNSH: MOMDAY 1853 HRS
i 7 7 1 5 i ACROSS DOWN SUNRESE:  TUESDMY 05:56 His
| Vividly descriptive (7) | 1 Style of clothing (3-2) S 2|71 BEESEE | ey MAX MIN
4 A culinary herb (5) 2 Patronage (8) 2/ 4|7]|9|5(3|8|1|6 Chandigarh 32 | 25
7 8 ‘; i;l 51;.'1 piene f?'f;fﬂfk (4) |3 Very large American 1 4 9 7 Elal1lale|slal2lz NewDelhi 31 a9
A = lr:.:tigcar:::r “}; [q}]' vulture (6) 117|3lelolzlalgls Amritsar |32 |28
g - 4 Worn out by use (6-4 B o b :
12 Considerable (6) 5 Bissin ':nn:y retat'mu}[fi} 3 5 7 1 s 4|2 alBglal&l 7|81 Bathinda 32 25
oA 6 Within the law (7) 6 a[s NEERININ 2 [a[g] oo o2 %
— 15Ready to act : . 9 2 3 3 S 1 s | 7 O Ludhiana 31 25
I and waiting (2,3.5) 9 HF“ dpp.m:nt (4.24) Bhiwani 32 25
| 18 Strict disciplinarian (8) |l Direction mdicator (8) B 1 7 B 4 2 7|1|8|5|2(9|6|4|3 Hisar 34 25
19 Continue (2.2) 12 Plunge headlong (7) 9|s5(afafs|s|1]|7]|2] sisa 32|77
20 Follow to 14 Canny (6) 4 5 6 3 - Dharamsala 27 18
its ongins (5) 16 Bumn superficially (5) A NLIATN Manali 23 16
B L 21 Zealous supporter (7) 17 Operatic song (4) AUGUIST 25, 2025, MONDAY Shimla 24 17
1] . Saturday's solution - ' 7 2 6 3 9 : x:ﬁ 5:’;‘”“ 847 | srinagar 30 16
haka 3
Across: | Go great puns, 9 Insight, 10 Moron, 11 Hate, 12 Lo Jammu 32 |22
1H 19 P _ : : o W Bhadpad Panvishite 10 :
rotrude, 14 Unseen, 16 Come up, 18 Fanciful, 19 Aura, 22 B Hijar PP Kargil 28 16
—_— —_ —  Inert, 23 Profuse, 24 See eye to eye. Leh 57 13
W Shubda Paksha Tithi 2, up 1o 12.35 pm | |
Down: 2 Onset, 3 Rage, 4 Artery, 5 Gumption, 6 Nurture, 7 With- B Siddha Yoga up o 1206 pm Dehradun | 31 24
fll] 2l out fail, 8 In deep water, 13 Belittle,15 Sincere, 17 Supple, 20 B Uttrap hakguni Nakshatra up 103 50 am Mussoorie 21 |17
Usury, 21 Solo. EASY

M Moon enters Virgo sgn 820 am TENFE FATURE 10 “E



EDIL

THE ASIAN AGE | MONDAY | 25 AUGUST 2025 | NEW DELHI

THE ASIAN AGE

25 AUGUST 2025

Will new US envoy help to
repair ties under threat?

ith suspended trade talks, penal tariffs, which were revealed to
be sanctions rather than a tax on imports, and the deadline for
the application of those sanctions for importing Russian oil
(August 27) approaching, India-US ties can be said to be in
rocky waters. Coming amid this climate of disagreements is the nomina-
tion by Donald Trump of his close aide Sergio Gor as the next US

Ambassador to India.

To say the appointment of an official whom Elon Musk had only recently
described as “a snake” is unusual would be to invite scorn for an oxy-
moron. Given Trump’s sustained campaign against illegal immigrants, it
may also sound a bit unusual that Gor is himself an immigrant who came
through Malta to the US to become a naturalised citizen.

The US President, Trump, tends to tear up the rule book and toss con-
ventions and traditions out of the window in most things he has been
doing. Gor’s appointment to a key post as envoy to India in these diplo-
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matically tough times as geopolitics is being churned would have to await
Senate clearance, which might take time, but the intent to keep India on

the hook is clear enough.

) . It is more than likely that this storm caused by
Gor’s appointment to Trymp’s tariff and sanctions tantrum would

LETTERS

UNJUST EVICTIONS

a key post as envoy either have blown over by the time Gor comes to
to India in these New Delhi, or it could still be raging much to

: : India’s discomfiture as trade of around $190 bil-
d_lplomatlcally to_u_gh lion has had such uncertainty thrust into it.
times as geopolitics A gdressing the immediate crisis in the relation-

India’s foreign policy is in

is being churned

Senate clearance,
but the intent to

A target.
keep India on the

ship may not be so much that of the new envoy
would have to await — who will also be Special Envoy for South and
Central Asian affairs — as that of Trump and
his closest circles in which India has become a

The unfairness of punitive sanctions in the
hook is clear enough absence of any such action against China as the
biggest buyer of Russian oil nor against Europe

whose trade with Russia is far higher than India’s has been stressed. But
the response has only been hostile, as evidenced in the use of phrases like
“profiteering from oil” and “maharaja of tariffs” even as they are accom-
panied by India being described as the “road to peace” and “prized free and
democratic partner” with a special place in America’s strategic outreach.
External affairs minister Jaishankar has minced no words in pointing

out the incongruities in Trump’s jaundiced approach to India, emphasis-
ing that there are red lines India will not cross in any negotiations on trade
with the US. The Indian dairy sector is one in which millions of small
stakeholders make a living off a few cattle and the bigger agriculture seg-
ment is India’s pride as purveyor of food security for the world’s largest

national population.

The grip of the trade imbroglio is such that India is currently helpless to
pursue any remedial action in the absence of any forum to put its point of
view across to Trump. Unlike China which has control over rare earth
minerals, besides holding a lot of US Treasury paper, and Russia, whose
hypersonic weaponry has the clout to keep the US on guard, India has no
leverage to persuade a relook at the sanctions, leave alone the base 25 per

Bharat Bhushan

ith its dream
of reaching
greatness by

while continuing to nod
timidly towards Moscow for
the sake of form. They also

cent tariff on all Indian imports that kicked in earlier.

“Cajole, don’t confront” must be the watchwords as India grapples with
the trade complication. It would be a get out of jail card for India if the
Ukraine war is paused or ended by Russia. Until then, the vibes will be
cold with the US regardless of old strong ties.

Fair rolls onus on EC, not voter

he Supreme Court’s latest instructions to the Election Commission of India
I (EC) with respect to the special intensive revision (SIR) of the electoral roll in
Bihar will help make the process more voter-friendly and transparent.

As per the directives, the EC will have to accept Aadhaar card as one of the docu-
ments to prove a voter’s eligibility for being retained on the electoral roll. The EC
has also been directed to accept the documents submitted electronically. Aadhaar
numbers have no solid legal backing yet, but most Indians possess one, and hence
it will help many retain their voting right while the facility to submit the docu-
ments electronically will help those who are outside the state, especially the

migrant labour, meet the EC’s requirements.

The EC has of late announced that it has received the documents 98.2 per cent of
the electors in the draft voters list; it is expected that it will touch 100 per cent with
several days to go for the publication of the final list on September 30. While the
news is welcome, the concern most people have raised is not about those who have
been retained on the draft list but about the 65 lakh people who have been removed
from the rolls. The two measures the SC has announced will help many of them to
get back to the rolls. The SC has also asked the political parties to be part of the

process and help the electors submit the documents.

The crucial issue, however, is about the power of the EC to remove a voter from
the list without giving the affected person a chance to state his case. It is only with
the intervention of the court that the EC has even published the list of “evictees”.

While none should object to the attempts of the EC to sanctify the electoral roll,
there must be legal protection for the citizen to retain his name on the list unless
the EC can prove that a name needs to be removed from the rolls as per the law. In
other words, the revision being just and fair must be the responsibility of the EC,

and not the voter.
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Why tariff threats

by Trump’s USA
could be wake-up
call for New Delhi

K. SUDHAKAR
Printer & Publisher

hanging on to

the coattails of
the United States going bust,
India needs to radically
rethink its foreign policy.
Rather than the ongoing ten-
tative recalibration, it needs
to be redesigned from the
ground up.

Although Indian political
leaders value loyalty to a
fault, this cannot be done by
the same actors who were till
recently bending over back-
wards to please Washington.
The shock of the punitive
tariffs imposed by US
President Donald Trump has
led to Indian ministers and
officials making a beeline to
Moscow and Beijing. This
180-degree flip is being pre-
sented as strategic agility.

However, both Moscow
and Beijing will not fail to
see the outreach as damage
control although they will
welcome it as a step towards
a broader multipolar re-
alignment. An India that is
spurned by the US fits into
their play on the larger glob-
al chessboard. Indeed, Mos-
cow has even suggested re-
vival of the trilateral Russia-
India-China (RIC) dialogue,
a potential building block of
a non-Western alliance.

India, which because of its
democracy, pluralism and
rule-oflaw had far greater
credibility than the authori-
tarian regimes amongst the
nations of the Global South,
is now forced to make com-
mon cause with them.

India may claim that it is
doubling down on its “spe-
cial and privileged strategic
partnership” with Russia,
but its foreign policy estab-
lishment still has one leg
firmly in the American
camp. India’s love-fest with
the US, especially with Mr
Trump, was also facilitated
by the same actors.

Recent invocations of
India’s sovereignty were
absent when they pushed
India into the US camp,

facilitated India’s role as the
cat’s paw of the US against
China.

China, earlier than most
other countries, understood
the shallowness of the Indian
strategic vision. It also had a
good measure of the person-
alities leading India’s for-
eign policy. They were fully
aware, even while engaging
with them, that they could
not walk the talk. This was
evident in India’s refusal to
even publicly acknowledge
China’s belligerent incur-
sions across the Line of
Actual Control in Ladakh,
including in the summer of
2020.

China has responded to
India’s current attempts to
pivot by condemning the
punitive US tariffs as “bully-
ing” and invited India to join
its stance as defender of a
rules-based system of trad-
ing under the World Trade
Organisation.

Having till recently urged
the boycott of Chinese goods,
including the purchase of
“small-eyed” Ganesha idols,
the Indian government will
now have to re-position
China as a cooperative part-
ner rather than a strategic
threat.

Meanwhile, China has
already begun to take advan-
tage of India’s perceptibly
weakened position. Chinese
foreign minister Wang Yi’s
recent visit to New Delhi
marked a movement for-
ward from stalemate to tacti-
cal engagement, but two
developments stood out —
India agreed to an “early
harvest” approach to border
settlement, and the Chinese
claimed that India had recog-
nised Taiwan as a part of
China.

India had earlier preferred
a comprehensive border set-
tlement but under Chinese
insistence it seems to have
agreed to settle the border
along Sikkim under the
“early harvest” proposal.

Recall the jamboree
of South Asian
leaders who attended
Mr Modi’s oath-taking
in 2014. Ten years
later, India’s
relationship with its
immediate
neighbours has never
been as fraught as it
is today.

This would isolate the
Sikkim boundary from the
other disputed sectors —
western, middle and eastern
— on China’s border with
India. Experts believe that
this will help China to settle
its border with Bhutan “with
an eye towards the Doklam
plateau”, with India gaining
little.

On Taiwan, China claims
that India has recognised it
as a part of China, and India
has clarified that while it
supports “one China policy”,
it remains focused only on
Taiwan’s “economy and cul-
ture". China has said that
this was contrary to what
had transpired at Mr Wang
Yi’s meetings in New Delhi.

Much of the reengagement
with China appears transac-
tional — restarting direct
flights, promoting trade and
holding summits. Core dis-
putes like the standoff in
eastern Ladakh and China’s
active intelligence, surveil-
lance and reconnaissance
support to Pakistan during
Operation Sindoor have not
been addressed effectively.
Clearly, ties are nowhere
near normal and suspicions
persist.

India is essentially buying
time through tactical recali-
bration with Russia and
China, hoping that mean-
while things will improve
with the US. However, India-
US relations henceforth will
be marked with caution, if
not distrust, even if the US
tariffs are reduced.

Nearer home, the foreign
policy missteps are even
starker with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s “neigh-
bourhood first” approach
being reduced to mere
rhetoric by the foreign poli-
cy establishment. Recall the
jamboree of South Asian
leaders who attended Mr
Modi’s oath-taking in 2014.
Ten years later, India’s rela-

need of fresh stewardship

tionship with its immediate
neighbours has never been
as fraught as it is today.
Leaving Pakistan aside,
India's failure to improve
ties with other South Asian
countries is a shocking testa-
ment to the failures of the
architects of its foreign poli-
cy. Meanwhile, suspicion of
India in multilateral forums
of the Global South, because
of its close alignment with
the US, is likely to persist.

Some blame India’s failure
on the global stage on Prime
Minister Modi’s faith in per-
sonal diplomacy —
focussing on high-profile
summits, his personal rap-
port with world leaders, his
frequent foreign visits and
support from the social
media. While these factors
shaped India’s and Mr
Modi’s international image
briefly, they fell short of
achieving substantive for-
eign policy outcomes.

However, much of the pre-
sent failure lies on the heads
of those who encouraged
him on the path of “prestige
diplomacy” and convinced
him that India’s road to
greatness passed through
Washington DC. They accel-
erated the strategic align-
ment with the US through
the “Quad”, defence deals
and cooperation in the Indo-
Pacific (a term coined by the
US to pander to Indian egos).
They did not foresee that
none of this would shield
India from economic coer-
cion. The tilt towards the US
has also come at the cost of
underinvesting in other rela-
tionships.

Those who showed lack of
economic foresight in for-
eign policy by not recom-
mending diversification of
markets, failed to secure
exemptions for Indian goods,
actively promoted appease-
ment of Donald Trump and
delayed pushback against
the US need to be held
accountable.

They have eroded India’s
position, making it vulnera-
ble through its strategic mis-
calculations. Verbal gym-
nastics about strategic aut-
onomy may have their value
in diplomacy but those res-
ponsible for India’s foreign
policy predicament need to
make way for others to allow
the nation a fresh start.

The writer is a senior jour-
nalist based in New Delhi

Arun Gupta
Kolkata

EPFO PENSIONERS

THERE ARE millions governed by the
Employees Provident Fund scheme
1995. The minimum pension under the
sceme was revised to 31,000 some 20
years ago. There has been no increase
thereafter. But the inflation index has
gone from 167 to 365 from 2010 to 2025.
So factoring this, they are getting only
%457 monthly for the last 20 years or so.
All are over 75 years and one can imag-
ine their plight. They more than
deserve araise in their pension and the
government must consider their case
sympathetically.
D.B. Madan
New Delhi

UNFAIR TRADE

THE RECENT US move to halt postal
parcels worth over $100 is another set-
back to Indo-US trade ties. Despite
declining usage in the digital age, India
Post remains a dependable and afford-
able service, often more trustworthy
than private couriers that overcharge
customers. For millions, it is not only a
livelihood but also a cultural legacy
built over centuries. Also, India Post
ensures wider reach, especially in
rural areas. India should diplomatical-
ly counter the US decision, protecting

fair trade.
R.S. Narula
Patiala
%500 for the best letter of the
week goes to Sujit De
(August 21). Email:
asianage.letters@gmail.com.

en US President Donald Trump anno-

unced his intention to impose a 50 per

cent tariff (25 pc plus 25 pc penalty) on In-

dian imports, it triggered predictable al-

arm bells in trade and business circles. Mr Trump’s

transactional, “day-trader” approach to diplomacy

often prioritises headlines over holistic strategy, and
has a history of using tariffs as blunt instruments.

But while many view this as a looming crisis for

Indian exports, it could in fact be the jolt India needs
to accelerate overdue economic reforms, diversify its
trade relationships, and strengthen its role in global
value chains.
Strategic relationship: India and the United States
share a multi-dimensional partnership. The relation-
ship spans defence and space cooperation, technolo-
gy partnerships, climate collaboration, educational
exchanges and shared geopolitical concerns in the
Indo-Pacific. Initiatives like the Quad, IMEC and
bilateral dialogues on critical and emerging tech-
nologies all point to the reality that Washington and
New Delhi are strategic stakeholders in each other’s
futures.

In other words, while tariffs might grab the head-
lines these days, they are not the sum total of US-
India relations. Even under a Trump presidency, it is
unlikely that cooperation in defence, counter-terror-
ism or Indo-Pacific security would suddenly be aban-
doned. The challenge, and the opportunity, lies in
insulating the broader relationship from the volatili-
ty of trade dynamics, as Mr Trump thinks.

Adding to the debate, US trade representative
Jamieson Greer recently argued in an article “Why

— o0 ©

We Remade the Global Order” that such aggressive
measures are necessary to reshape trade for Am-
erica’s benefit. This framing is a wild mischaracteri-
sation. The global order is not America’s to remake
unilaterally, and certainly not through punitive eco-
nomic measures that disregard the mutual benefits
of open, rules-based trade. Such rhetoric alienates
partners, fragments supply chains and risks acceler-
ating the very instability it claims to prevent.

If history is any guide, steep tariffs will hurt US
consumers and businesses as much, if not more, than
Indian producers. Tariffs are effectively a tax on
imports, raising costs for businesses and households
in the US. India’s share in US imports includes phar-
maceuticals, textiles, auto parts, IT services and spe-
cialty goods, all of which have few immediate substi-
tutes at the same quality and price. This means that
the cost burden of a 50 per cent tariff will land large-
ly on American buyers.

For India, the near-term pain may be concentrated
in specific export sectors, but long-term damage is
avoidable — if we act decisively and uniformly.
Need radical, not incremental, reforms: India has
been talking about integration into global value and
supply chains for years. The 2025 Union Budget
included discussions about deregulation. This is the
moment to shift from incremental tinkering to radi-
cal reform. We need to:

® Simplify trade procedures to make export and
import processes more efficient.

W Address logistics bottlenecks by upgrading ports,
warehousing and multimodal transport links.

B Deregulate deeply so that businesses, especially

SMEs, can operate at global standards without
drowning in paperwork.

H India becomes not just a low-cost producer but a
hub of innovation and high-value manufacturing.

m Create a national compact comprising all states,
political parties, civil society and trade unions to
work together to achieve the goals.

By doing so, India can move its GDP growth rate
from the current six per cent towards the ambitious
8.5-9 per cent range, which is necessary for becoming
a developed country.

One of the biggest lessons from any trade discord is
the danger of over-reliance on a single market. The
US remains a crucial partner, but India should deep-
en trade ties with other nations, including in So-
utheast Asia, Latin America and Africa. These re-
gions present growing demand for Indian goods and
services, and building these linkages now would
reduce vulnerability to unilateral actions by a single
country. Groupings such as Brics and reviving the
Russia-India-China (RIC) alliance are other routes.

We must also capitalise on the ongoing reconfigu-
ration of global supply chains. The US-China trade
truce, extended by 90 days, is driven by Washington’s
inevitable reliance on Beijing’s control over critical
minerals — the bedrock of EVs, semiconductors, and
other advanced technologies.

The US use of unilateral, punitive measures
against third countries undermines the very rules-
based international order it claims to champion.
Such actions erode trust, distort markets and weak-
en the World Trade Organisation’s authority. India,
as a key voice among developing countries, should
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continue to push for fair, more transparent trade
rules and multilateralism. This is India’s vision of
“Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam” (world is one family).
Playing the long game: President Trump’s mercurial
approach to trade policy should not distract India
from its long-term objectives. Engaging the US on
strategic and technological fronts, while simultane-
ously insulating our economy from policy shocks, is
the way forward. Government-to-government
engagement on defence, space, health, education and
climate will and should continue uninterrupted.

Rather than respond to tariffs with retaliatory mea-
sures that escalate tensions, India should focus on
strengthening its competitiveness, diversifying its
markets and leveraging global partnerships. It has
started taking action on this in various manners:
pushing deregulation; creating a support fund of
320,000 crores for affected SMEs and accelerating
efforts to find new markets. In the bigger picture, the
best thing any country can do for the world economy
is to take care of its own economy and society.
Strong, stable, prosperous countries make for a
stronger, more resilient global economy. For India,
that means realigning and repurposing its role in
global value chains, not as a passive participant, but
as a proactive shaper of the future trading system.
We can do it only if all parties in the country decide
to come together.

Pradeep S. Mehta is the secretary-general of CUTS
International, a 42-year-old leading global public pol-
icy research and advocacy group. Purushendra
Singh works for CUTS International.
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Lines of Power

exas has once again become the epicentre of America’s

recurring struggle over electoral fairness. The state’s

newly approved Congressional map, engineered to

carve out several Republican-leaning districts, is not
just about drawing lines on a page. It is about the balance of
power in Washington, the meaning of representation, and the
health of democracy itself. Redistricting, by law, occurs every
decade after the census.

In practice, it has become a high-stakes political game.
Legislatures controlled by one party routinely manipulate
district boundaries to secure long-term electoral advantages, a
tactic now so normalised that it is often treated as routine
politics rather than democratic distortion. The Texas case,
however, shows how far that practice can stretch, transforming
cartography into an instrument of exclusion.

Supporters of the new map insist that the changes simply
reflect population shifts and that lawmakers acted within their
authority. Their critics counter that the exercise was less about
demography and more about entrenchment, carried out at the
expense of minority communities whose growing presence in
the state has yet to translate into political influence.

The heated debates, police escorts for lawmakers, and threats
of lawsuits underscore the depth of distrust surrounding the
process. When representation is reduced to a partisan
chessboard, communities become pawns, and the democratic
ideal of fairness steadily loses ground.

Beyond Texas, the ripple effects are national. Partisan
redistricting in one state invariably sparks countermoves in
others, fueling a cycle of political one-upmanship. In California,
proposals to redraw lines in favour of Democrats have been
framed explicitly as retaliation.

This tit-for-tat approach turns representation into a zero-sum
battle, where the ultimate losers are citizens whose votes are
strategically diluted.

The courts will once again be asked to adjudicate whether the
maps cross legal lines, particularly on racial grounds. Yet even if
the judiciary intervenes, the underlying problem remains: the
system permits politicians to choose their voters rather than
the other way around. Litigation may correct the most
egregious abuses, but it does little to rebuild public trust in the
fairness of elections.

What is at stake is not only the composition of the next US
Congress but also the legitimacy of the democratic process.
When large swathes of the electorate come to believe that their
voices have been engineered out of relevance, alienation and
polarisation deepen. Faith in institutions erodes. Cynicism
replaces participation.

There are solutions ~ independent redistricting commissions,
stronger federal protections for minority voters, or uniform
standards to guide the drawing of maps. But these require
political will that is currently scarce. Until such reforms gain
traction, every new round of redistricting will be less about fair
representation and more about partisan manoeuvring.

Texas has drawn its lines. Other states are drawing theirs.
What remains unclear is whether anyone is still drawing the
line on principle.

Narrative War

he guns may have fallen silent along the

Thai-Cambodian border, but the battle has not ended.

Instead, it has shifted to a different front ~ one where

perception, rhetoric and propaganda are the decisive
weapons. The fragile ceasefire now holds not because the two
neighbors have found common ground, but because both are
seeking to win the argument in the court of global opinion and
in the hearts of their own citizens.

In this contest, Cambodia appears to have seized the
initiative. With a tightly controlled political system, centralised
leadership, and a commanding voice on social media, Phnom
Penh has portrayed itself as both victim and defender of
sovereignty.

Images, allegations and emotional appeals have flooded the
information space, often regardless of factual accuracy. What
matters is not the truth of each claim but the speed and
resonance with which it is delivered.

Thailand, in contrast, has been on the back foot. Its
government, weakened by internal political divisions and an
uneasy relationship with its military, has struggled to project a
coherent message.

While Cambodian voices sing in unison, Thailand’s
statements have been scattered across different ministries and
military units, often dry and technical in tone. In an era where
narratives travel faster than facts, this slow and fragmented
approach has cost Bangkok dearly.

At the heart of this confrontation lies history. The disputed
territory is not just about lines on a map but about memories of
humiliation and national pride.

Cambodia recalls an empire fractured and diminished by
neighbours and foreign powers. Thailand remembers the
concessions it made to colonial powers in the last century and
still bristles at the 1962 international ruling over the Preah
Vihear temple. These stories have become inseparable from
questions of sovereignty, ensuring that compromise is framed
as betrayal.

The stakes, however, are not limited to symbols. Border
clashes have displaced communities, injured soldiers, and
endangered livelihoods. Landmine accusations and artillery
exchanges have left scars both physical and political.
Meanwhile, the mass departure of Cambodian workers from
Thailand highlights how quickly nationalist fervour can spill
into economic pain.

What makes the present situation so perilous is the widening
gap between perception and reality. Cambodia has successfully
internationalised the conflict, taking it to global institutions,
while Thailand insists it must be resolved bilaterally. Each
step deepens the stalemate, hardening nationalist positions on
both sides.

Ultimately, this conflict illustrates how modern wars need
not be fought only with bullets and bombs. The real struggle is
over legitimacy, narrative and identity. Unless leaders in
Bangkok and Phnom Penh find the courage to rise above
historical grievances and nationalist pressures, the ceasefire
will remain fragile, the distrust will deepen, and the “silent” war
of words will continue to carry the seeds of future violence.
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Active Bystanders

Modernpsychology explainsthatpeople
aremorelikelytohelpwhentheyarealone
ratherthaninbiggroups~thisiscalledthe
Bystander Effect. Groups creatediffusion of
responsibility, whereeachpersoninagroup
feelslesspersonallyresponsible, thinking
someoneelsewill help. Another barrier,
PluralisticIgnorance, says peoplelook at
others’calmfaces andthink nothingis
wrong, evenifeveryoneinsidefeelsworried

lash floods hit the Kashmiri village of Chosoti on

August 14, where pilgrims were on their way to the

shrine of Machail Mata. Arif Rashid, an ambulance

driver, plunged into mud and chaos to rescue the
stranded. Over three relentless days, this ordinary man
saved more than 60 pilgrims.

Terrorists stormed India’s Parliament on 13 December
2001; Constable Kamlesh Kumari spotted a suspicious car
heading for an open Gate No. 11. Unarmed, she ran to raise
the alarm, taking bullets in her chest; that saved Parliament
and democracy itself.

Such courage is timeless but rare. When Ravana abducted
Sita, it was not Rama’s army that came first. It was Jatayu,
an old vulture. He knew he could not win, but he still fought
to protect her. His courage is remembered even today, not
as a defeat, but as a victory of dharma ~ doing what is right
~over fear.

In the Mahabharata, when Draupadi was insulted in full
court, many great warriors and elders chose silence. That
silence is remembered as a great moral failure. It shows that
when people see wrong and stay quiet, they are not neutral
-they are standing with adharma. Silence is never innocent.
When bystanders witness injustice, there is no neutral
ground: either they support the survivor by intervening, or
by keeping silent they support the perpetrator.

According to the National Crime Records Bureau, crimes
against women rose by 15.5 per cent in 2021 and another 4
per cent in 2022, crossing 4.45 lakh cases ~ over 1,200 every
day. Crimes against children rose by 16.2 per cent in 2021
and 8.7 per centin 2022, touching 1,62,449 cases ~ 445 daily.

Many of these crimes happen on streets where bystanders
remain mute spectators. It is often alleged that citizens
have lost empathy, but this is only partly true. Bystanders
canbedivided into two groups. The first group is unconcerned
or fearful, held back by fears for personal safety, legal
trouble, or uncertainty about the situation. The second
group is concerned and empathetic but fails to act due to
hidden psychological barriers.

Modern psychology explains that people are more likely
to help when they are alone rather than in big groups — this
is called the Bystander Effect. Groups create diffusion of
responsibility, where each person in a group feels less
personally responsible, thinking “someone else will help.”
Another barrier, Pluralistic Ignorance, says people look at
others’ calm faces and think nothing is wrong, even if
everyone inside feels worried.

The good news is that this inaction can be overcome. For
many, simply being aware of these psychological barriers
can increase their willingness to intervene. A 2023
meta-analysis showed that with brief training, 70 per cent
of people feel confident enough to intervene, and 54 per
cent act in real scenarios.

Bystander Intervention Training (BIT) teaches a five-step

[l The Korea Herald

process: notice something wrong, define it as requiring
intervention, decide how to help, choose a method, and act
~ always prioritizing personal safety.

The intervention itself can be of different forms, known
as the four Ds. One can Distract by diverting attention from
the situation, perhaps by asking for the time or dropping
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The writers are, respectively, a Transparency and
Equality Advocate, and a Life Skills educator

something. One can Disrupt by interrupting directly if it is
safe, for example by asking “Are you fine?”. One can Delegate
by involving others, like alerting other bystanders or
authorities by calling helplines or using Emergency Response
Support System App like 112 India’. Lastly,one can Document
by recording events confidentially if required.

Even small words can break harm. Consider an e-rickshaw
driver in Delhi, Brahm Dutt, who noticed something was
wrong with aman and two nervous girls. He asked a simple
question: “Who are you to each other?” The answers didn’t
match, and that one question prevented a kidnapping.
There was no fighting, no chasing ~ just a calm voice and
timely presence.

A small talk between two scientists saved millions of
lives; they met by chance at a photocopy machine in their
University. Katalin Karikd, a biochemist, was frustrated.
Her research on mRNA was not getting the attention it
deserved. She was facing rejection after rejection. Then
came the small, casual chat with immunologist Drew
Weissman. That conversation led to a partnership. That
partnership gave the world the mRNA vaccine during the
Covid-19 pandemic. In 2023, both scientists won the Nobel
Prize in Medicine.

These are life skills that save lives. Let us tell our children

Health care in a precarious world

that courage can look like asking “Is everything okay?”,
saying “Can I help you?”, or interrupting an inconvenient
moment with a smile and a question. By teaching children
tonotice feelings, ask questions, and show kindness, we are
teaching them how to make their world safer.

Active Bystander Intervention Training has many
applications and the potential to address a wide range of
societal challenges ~ crimes against women and children,
ragging and bullying in educational institutions, human
trafficking, drug abuse, terrorism, and other public safety
threats. Its motto, “We can save others,” creates greater
confidence than the narrow self-preservation mindset of
“Save yourself.”

We need to celebrate heroes like Inspector Rajendra
Bhosle, who rescued 165 missing children; Sonu Sood, who
helped migrant workers return home during the pandemic
and Prameela Devendra, a Juhu worker whose quick use of
a smartphone helped trace a missing child. During the
Gujarat riots of 2002, Hindu cattle-rearers in Naroda Gam
sheltered 110 Muslims, even as violence raged nearby.
Recognition normalizes bravery.

History reminds us of Oskar Schindler, who saved more
than a thousand Jews in Nazi Germany. When he fled
after the war, his workers gave him a gold ring inscribed
with the Talmudic truth: “Whoever saves one life saves the
world entire.”

Section 134A of the Motor Vehicles Act, 1988 and the
2020 Rules grant Good Samaritans in India the right to
help accident victims without fear of harassment. But
unlike Germany, where Section 323c of the Criminal Code
makesit alegal duty for bystanders to assist in emergencies
~ with penalties for inaction ~ India has no such mandate.
For a country where countless lives are lost because victims
are left unaided, India too needs a law that obliges citizens
to help.

India’s independence itself was won because men and
women refused to be silent spectators. Subhas Chandra
Bose rallied the INA with the call, “Give me blood, and I will
give you freedom.” Bhagat Singh and his comrades risked
everything to awaken a nation through fearless action.
Countless ordinary men and women defied fear, filled
prisons, and faced ruthless colonialists so that India could
be free. Without such active social bystandership, freedom
would have been denied.

Actionis contagious. When one person acts, others follow.
As the Bhagavad Gita says: “Action is better than inaction.”

ealth careis pivotal forhuman

well-being. Yet, in today’s

precarious world, itis pressured

by diminishing resources,
demographic variables, warfare and
violence, and environmental degradation.
Sustaining health care thus requires
insightful planning and implementation,
no less for Thailand and the ASEAN
region. The motivating factor is the global
recognition that every person has the
right to the highest attainable standard
of health, with the state under an obligation
to respect, protect and fulfill such rights
geared to maximum commitment of its
resources. This is enhanced by a global
treaty on the issue, the Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, to
which Thailand is a party. That right does
not imply that the state must guarantee
that everyone is healthy, but the state is
obliged to adopt a variety of measures to
ensure that health care services are
generally available to the population, with
assurance of accessibility, affordability,

acceptability and quality. This is now
encapsulated by the global Sustainable
Development Goals 2015-2030.
Thailand has been much lauded globally
for its exemplary “universal health care
scheme,” which provides a

flexibility, and this helps to avoid much
of the bureaucratic paperwork that would
hamper service delivery. Thelarge number
of community health volunteers was also
rightly commended by the UN Special
Rapporteur on Health, who visited

medical safety net for the A Member

population based on three
components: the “30-baht” or
“gold card” universal health
coverage, the bureaucracy’s

medjcal-cum-penSiOH SCheme ARA REWS WETWINA

and the social security scheme.
The first element draws from the national
budget. The second is a civil service-based
savings mechanism, while the third
dependsupon tripartite contribution from
the state, employers and employees.
The 30-baht scheme covers the broadest
spectrum of the population, and it is now
over two decades old. It has been much
appreciated by the general public for
facilitating access to health services at
little or no cost. It is administered by the
National Health Security Office with

Thailand recently. Yet, various storm
clouds arelooming. First,injust over
ten years from now, Thailand will

Of The
NN become a superaged society, with

over 30 percent of the population
over 60 years old. This will be an
enormous burden on the health
system. Second, thereis already a shortage
of health personnel, particularly doctors
and nurses, and this core group will also
be aging. Third, the budget might be
reduced, especially when the economy
splutters amidst a global downturn. Fourth,
there is the enigma of “how universal is
universal?”

The fourth question deserves clarification.
At present, the health care scheme can
be described as “universal for Thais”
rather than “universal for everyone in

Thailand.” Some non-Thais fall between
the different stools, thus being unprotected,
and thisis most visible among undocumented
migrant workers and displaced persons
along the border.

The preferred approach is voiced by
the UN-backed International Convention
on the Protection of the Rights of All
Migrant Workers and Members of Their
Families, which advocates access for all
to (atleast) urgent health care. Compromise
can also be reached by enabling them to
buy medical insurance irrespective of
theirimmigration status. Most poignantly;,
some 80,000 displaced persons from
Myanmar have been sheltered in Thailand
in recent decades. The current crisis is
linked to the stoppage of aid from key
foreign sources, which also affects access
tomedical care. While the Thai authorities
can be commended for trying to fill in
gaps, a complementary approach is to
enable them to work, earn their living
and contribute to the cost of medical
services.

Letters To The Editor | S<leditor@thestatesman.com

Fraught with
risk

Sir, This refers totoday's editorial
“Uneasy partners,” in The Statesman.
Theevolving contours of India-China
relations reveal a tenuous and
intrinsically uneasy bonhomie,
propelled less by genuine
rapprochement than by exigent
geopolitical compulsions. Washington’s
punitive tariffs on Indian exports
and its recalibrated economic
posture have compelled New Delhi
toexplore pragmatic, iftuncomfortable,
avenues of engagement.

For Beijing, confronted with
slowing growth and mounting
strategic isolation, courting India
offers a tactical hedge against
American predominance in the

Indo-Pacific.

Yet, this convergence is inherently
fragile. The unresolved border
imbroglio, China’s entrenched nexus
with Pakistan, and persistent
competition for regional primacy

render trust elusive.

epaper.thestatesman.com

India’s engagement with Beijing
is therefore less an embrace of
partnership than a calibrated
response to economic duress and
shifting global alignments. Conversely;
China perceives India not as an
equal interlocutor but as a useful
counterweight in its strategic
chessboard against the United
States.

The resultant relationship will
oscillate between transactional
cooperation and simmering
antagonism. Temporary dividends
may accrue, but without structural
trust, this contrived bonhomie risks
entangling India in strategic
vulnerabilities even as it maneuvers
topreserve sovereignty and autonomy
amidst volatile global currents.

Yours, etc., N Sadhasiva Reddy,

Bengaluru, 22 August.

Public safety

Sir, The Supreme Court’srevised
directive on stray dogs may aim
for balance, but let’s be clear ~
public safety must take precedence.
Compassion for animals isadmirable,
but not at the cost of human lives,
particularly those of children, the
elderly, and pedestrians who live
in daily fear of being attacked.
Rabies is not a philosophical debate
~ it is a deadly reality in India.

Releasing dogs back onto the
streets, even after vaccination,
assumes perfect enforcement, which
is a fantasy in our overburdened
civic systems.

While sterilization and vaccination
are long-term solutions, they are
no substitute forimmediate action
where human safety is compromised.

Theidea thatlakhs of strays can

be "managed" through community
participation and goodwill is
dangerously naive. In overcrowded
cities, where public spaces are
already under pressure, aggressive
strays are a real and rising threat.
Sheltering all dogs may be impractical,
but selective removal of dangerous
ones must be non-negotiable.

This is not a war on animals ~ it
is a call for accountability. Until
human lives are treated with as
much urgency as animal rights,
we fail as a society.

Coexistence should not mean
constant risk. Compassion must
walk hand in hand with responsibility
~ and right now, public safety is
being left behind.

Yours, etc.,
K. Chidanand Kumar,
Bengaluru, 22 August.
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he Election Commission

(ECI) has played a crucial

role in institutionalizing

democratic procedures
in India and continues to enjoy
public trust and respect. Even
with its recent popularity, the
ECI faces criticism from opposition
parties regarding the revision of
electoral rolls. However, it has
been accused of being susceptible
to EVM manipulation on numerous
occasions.

On 24 June, 2025, the ECI
revealed plans for a Special
Intensive Revision (SIR), which
includes conducting door-to-door
checks to update voter lists by
removing those who are ineligible
or deceased, relocated, and possibly
‘illegal migrant’ voters. Bihar is
the first testing ground for this
SIR; nearly 6.6 per cent of voters’
names, totaling 65 lakh people,
were struck off the electoral rolls.
This omission opened the door
to criticism, and Bihar's opposition
sought help from the Supreme
Court, which dismissed the
complaints, citing constitutional
and legal reasons for the project.

Opposition parties like RJD, TMC,
Congress, and others took to the
streets of Delhi to protest against
the ‘alleged conspiracy of
disenfranchising the poor, migrant,
and marginalized people’ in connivance
with the BJP. The conspiracy theory
behind the ECI drive served as a
unifying force for them, although
they differ in the importance they
attach to the issues.

The TMC has criticized a supposed
hidden plan to bring in the NRC
through voter list revisions, while
the RJD fears that many legitimate

voters from disadvantaged and
migrant groups could lose their
right to vote. Some state government
employees in Bihar and West
Bengal faced punitive action for
dereliction of their official
responsibilities, drawing criticism
from the political establishment.
The rhetorical refusal by the state
government to act against the
deputed officials for dereliction
of responsibility prompted the
ECI to take a proactive stance.

The opposition's wrath over
the SIR necessitates an examination
of the issue through the lens of
constitutional provisions.

The mere conduct of elections
does not amount to democracy;
it requires transparency and
fairness of the entire electoral
process. Although the Constituent
Assembly firmly upheld the
principle of universal adult franchise,
the institutional mechanism for
conducting free and fair elections
was the pivotal issue.

The Assembly rejected the
imperial practice of entrusting
elections to the central executive
because such an arrangement
would carry a high risk of
manipulation and undermine the
democratic ethos and integrity
of the election. An autonomous
constitutional body, the Election
Commission of India, was created
to conduct elections to the offices
of President, Vice President,
members of Parliament, and the
State Legislatures.

Article 324 explicitly vests the
superintendence, direction, and
control of elections in the Election
Commission (ECI), while Article
326 grants the right to vote to
every citizen of India. The
Representation of the People Act
(RPA)in 1950 and 1951 laid down

detailed provisions for the smooth
conduct of elections. RPA essentially
deals with the preparation of
electoral rolls and the delimitation
of constituencies for the Lok
Sabha and State Assemblies.

Article 15 of the RPA empowers
the Commission to prepare an
electoral roll for each constituency.
In contrast, Article 16 provides for
striking off names on three grounds:
non-citizenship, unsoundness of
mind as declared by a competent
court, and disqualification from
voting under electoral laws. The
Commission can initiate revisions
of electoral rolls, including special
revisions, at any time.

While such revisions typically
occur before elections, the
Commission, under Section 21(3)
of the Act, is empowered to conduct
special drives for this purpose
whenever it deems necessary.
Historical evidence suggests that
officials have revised electoral
rolls since the 1960s, and Andhra
Pradesh provides a striking example:
in 2004, authorities deleted 93.42
lakh voters, citing various reasons.

Under the RPA 1950, the Election
Commission requisitions the
services of government officials
for electoral duties; such officials,
once deputed, function under the
control, supervision, and discipline
of the Commission (article 13CC).
Moreover, Article 32(1) categorically
provides for penal action in the
event of negligence or misconduct
in the discharge of responsibility
by the concerned officials. On
several occasions during or before
the election, the ECI took penal
measures against the alleged
misconduct or negligence of duty.

Even if the MCC (Model Code
of Conduct) is not active, the law
says the Election Commission

ECP’s initiatives must earn
public trust

can still act against officials who
shirk their electoral duties, despite
questions raised about suspending
them. The EC can take action
against any official who is negligent
in her or his electoral duties.
Amidst denials and controversy,
the Chief Secretary of West Bengal
recently updated the ECI on the
actions taken by the government
against officials the Commission
wants to take action against.

Officials play a crucial role in the
democratic process when they
prepare the list of eligible voters,
and by doing it carefully, they win
half the battle. Usually, the ECI
revises the electoral rolls before
any election; however, the RPI Acts
mandate undertaking a special
drive in this direction. Opposition
parties act understandably, as their
hopes of returning to power after
two consecutive defeats at the
Centre have not materialized.

The frustration of Congress is
reflected visibly in the statements
and behavior of the top brass, while
the ruling parties in different states
want to utilize the controversy to
regain lost ground or strengthen
their constituencies. The non-BJP
state governments allege that the
ECI works at the behest of the
Central government to disenfranchise

potential voters. Amidst the ongoing
mudslinging, the ECI has found
itself in a catch-22 position while
revising electoral rolls.

The pertinent issue that haunts
Indian citizens is the requirement
to collect and preserve valid documents,
which has silently crept into the
public psyche, fostering fears of
loss of citizenship and possible
deportation. The ECI was directed
by the apex court to expand the
list of required documents and to
publish the details of deleted voters
in Bihar, along with the reasons
for their deletion. Its recent compliance
with these directives reflects its
discomfort.

The SIR offers the opposition
parties a golden opportunity to
regain their credibility. At the
same time, the ECI must adopt
credible initiatives to preserve
its public trust. Fairness, integrity,
and independence from external
pressures are the hallmarks of
the institution, which have helped
it earn public trust and respect.
Safeguarding this reputation
requires prompt, well-articulated,
and appropriate measures, which
are the need of the hour.

(The writers are, respectively, a teacher of Political
Science at Chandidas Mahavidyalaya and a Research
Scholar at Burdwan University.)

IT CAME TO MIND | MANISH NANDY

Cay is for charisma

t was part of Cayenne’s magic
that she thrilled me when
she said, “I'm going to Kkill
you.” She said it when I was
recovering in a hospital from a
serious car accident. Somebody
had carelessly left what looked
like a large and heavy bag on a
traffic lane, and, in trying to avoid
it while returning from dinner at
midnight, I crashed into a traffic
barrier. The car was totaled, and
I was nearly totaled too. With no
safety belts those days, the steering
wheel just plowed through my
chest and struck the sternum.

Cayenne, a colleague’s wife,
was returning late too from dinner
and luckily passed my crashed
car a minute or two later. She
saw me lying unconscious. Cayenne
stopped her car, got her chauffeur
to help her lift me into her car
and rushed me to the Emergency.
Ilay on the back seat, my bruised
head on her lap. She also cajoled
a doctor she knew to leave his
bed and come to the hospital to
check on me.

The next morning, she came
again to check on me. I was happy,
as ever, to see her remarkable
face and made the mistake of
smiling.

“Don’t smile,” she chided severely,
“First you drive like a maniac and
try to Kkill yourself. Then I must
spend the night to take you to a
hospital and get the right doctor.

And I find this morning that my
best dress is ruined because of
your caked blood on it. I should
kill you.”

That was Cayenne par excellence.
She could be tender and trenchant,
caring and caustic in the same
breath. She came to see me every
week, with books and fruits, awed
every doctor and nurse - and
periodically bullied them into
giving me more apples and pears.

Cayenne — we called her Cay -
was diminutive and dynamic,
virtually a dynamo. With her
well-coiffed long hair, sparkling
eyes and quivering lips, she was
quite a presence. She had a deeply
melodious voice, both caressing
and commanding. If she asked
you to do something, you would
have to be adamantine not to do
it. Her dad, a Porsche lover, had
named her, correctly I thought,
after his favorite car. She was no
less spirited and memorable than
cayenne pepper.

Her husband, who began as my
colleague, had become a close
friend. I started seeing a lot of
him and Cay. They lived an active
social life with a large bevy of
friends. They began including me
in their goings-on; I joined
spasmodically, for I had myriad
other interests besides parties.
Cay loved a drink, I noticed, but
so did several of their friends. I
loved her wit and warmth and

basked in her effervescence.
Whatever else their parties had,
it had Cay, and that was enough
for me.

Three years later I took a different
job, got busy with my new work
and saw much less of Cay. One of
my new colleagues mentioned
that his wife is the head of a
non-profit organization dedicated
to children’s diseases and was
searching for a new public relations
officer. When he described the
job, I thought of Cay. I said candidly
that Cay did not have any analogous
experience, but I believed she
might be an appropriate fit.

My suggestion went further
than I had expected. In six weeks,
Cay started working for the group
and in six months she became a
valued member of its staff. My
new colleague mentioned how
much his wife appreciated Cay’s
work and ideas. I again saw Cay
periodically at private and public
dinners; she was as warm and
vivacious as ever. The only thing
that troubled me was a snide
remark by one of the group’s
directors about the amount Cay
imbibed at a party.

That was one of the last occasions
I met Cay and her husband; I
went abroad shortly afterward. I
was traveling for work and living
in different countries. Cay and
her husband weren’t great
correspondents, but at yearends

/ x.

Illustration by : Debabrata Chakrabarty

FEAELA 4

I received their holiday cards
occasionally with a photograph.
There was Cay’s luminous face
putting everything else to shade.

Seventeen years later I was
finally back in the town where
Cay lived, and I wrote in advance
to make sure that I met my old
friends. Her husband came to my
hotel; I was disappointed to see
him unaccompanied by Cay. Over
a meal we exchanged news and
then he explained that Cay could
not come as she was not well.

“What’s wrong?” I asked.

“For nearly twelve years she
has been an alcoholic. We have
tried different things. Including
clinics and detoxification. Nothing
has worked. She has cirrhosis of
the liver.”

He added, “Now she is in the
last stage. Doctors think she has
no more than three to six months
to live. She is in hospice care.”

I went to see Cay the next day.
She lay in a hospital bed, a pale
blanket covering her, coiled tubes
running all over her. Yet, in my
unobjective eyes, she seemed to
light up her corner of the room. I
bent down and kissed her cheek.
She was wan but her eyes twinkled
at my sight. Then came her
weakened yet unbelievably gay
voice, lilting and keen as ever, “I
should kill you. Why didn’t you
come to see me earlier?”

I will miss Cay.

(The writer is a US-based international development
advisor and had worked with the World Bank. He can
be reached at mnandy@gmail.com)
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ACROSS 18 Cut first of details usually this kitchen stringed 17 Does it matter
from verdict about sight (9) instrument (8) about me? Rather

1 Expert solver will Times (8) 29 Planet core that's 6 Judge's arrival (8)
do this (5) 20 Thirst? Number hot ultimately? about to take 19 Superficial

4 Radiation damage tapping into big (5) effect broadcast about
in red wines (5,4) river (6) (7) manor-house?

9 Some Europeanis 23 Offered to wrap DOWN 7 Very interesting (7)
turned on wearing big bird in silky sailor to celebrate 21 Ignorant article in
pants (9) fabric (7) 1 Study enduring circling globe (9) Le Monde is about

10 Sew? Mean to go 24 Article craftily artist (9) 8 Congregation a conflict (7)
round end of skirt ignoring Liberal 2 Get on? Get on notice Priest 22 One who dislikes
(5) chaos (7) after around hospital stocking line

11 Jazzy felt hat: 26 Some trouble | accommodating (5) offering backless
nothing to make routinely soldiers (5) 14 Detectives dress (6)
you jump here encountered back 3 Merlin working to receiving boost, 23 Lineage's length
(3,4) in college (5) support King in source of a big included in

12 What's no longer 27 Eastern philosophy fortress (7) shift (9) startling comment
grown in rocky recalled in the past 4 Rope binding one 16 Sadly hear about supported by
area? (7) with US actress officer that's lately gutted daughter (5)

13 Piece in G sharp (6) ignoring a Western convicted (6) cricketer's 25 A lot of work

15 Remainingill, (5,4) 5 Chap to blow unwanted evident around
ignoring a new 28 What is red, away, though departure from one church
headache (8) swirling? Not carrying large game? (5,4) feature (5)

NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters in the words required.

(By arrangement with The Independent, London)
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OCCASIONAL NOTE

The late Dr. Dunn, who shortly after being
appointed Director of Public Instruction was
drowned near Chinsurah, was for some years
Inspector of Schools for the Burdwan Division
with headquarters at Chinsurah, and there
endeared himself to all engaged in education.
It was therefore fitting for more than one
reason that when the teachers of Government
schools decided to erect a memorial they
should choose the river bank at Chinsurah as
the site. There on Sunday Mr. Oaten, the
present Director, unveiled an obelisk, and in
an appropriate address referred to Dr. Dunn’s
great qualities and to the loss that education
had suffered through his death. The obelisk,
bearing a simple and dignified inscription,
will remain a record of a great tragedy and of
an attractive personality.

News Items

POLITICAL NOTES

EUROPEAN GIRL
AND MAN WITH
KNIFE

(From Our Correspondent.)
Rangoon, Aug

The Subdivisional Magistrate to-day ordered
a man named Amir Ali Mahomed Lai to be
detained in the lunatic asylum. He had
attacked a European girl, Miss Hunter, with
a knife and a crowbar while she was walking
in Sule Pagoda Road. Since then he has been
detained at the asylum, and though lie
protested that he was sane, there were, said
the asylum authorities, moments in which
he was liable to attack and, in fact, had
attacked persons.

RELIGIOUS FANATICS

VILLAGERS AND
POLICE KILLED

Cape Town, Aug.

A telegram from Elizabethville says that a
native religious fanatic and a number of his
followers are attempting to make forcible
conversions in the Sakania District. It is
reported that they slaughtered SO natives in
one village alone. A patrol of native police
sent to investigate into the affair was driven
off with the loss of a number of killed and
wounded. The Belgian authorities have
dispatched troops from Elizabethville.
— Reuter.

MEJLISS UPROAR

FIGHT FOLLOWS
APPEARANCE OF
NEW MINISTERS

Teheran, Aug.

Prince Nosrah Dowlali Firooze the newly
appointed Minister of Justice, and Chavam
Dowlah, Minister of the Interior, were introduced
yesterday in the Mejliss by the Premier. Suliman
Mirza, leader of the Socialists opposed the
appointment of the former on the ground of
his treachery to the constitution, whereupon
an uproar ensued and the President was
obliged to adjourn the House. There occurred
hand to hand fighting between the Socialist
Party and the Government Party, but the
combatants were soon separated by other
members.—Reuter.

BAN ON GERMANS

EXPECTED
REMOVAL IN
BRITISH
DOMINIONS

Berlin, Aug.

In official quarters it is expected that the
restrictions preventing Germans from taking
up domicile in foreign colonies, particularly
in the British Dominions, will be abolished
within the next eight months. It is stated
that the restrictions here already been
removed in Ceylon, Tanganyika and South
West Africa, whilst, Australia and New
Zealand are expected to follow suit by the
end of the year.—Reuter.
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TAKE
Charting India’s Road to
Development by 2047

With strong fundamentals and rising exports, Indian
story is going strong though it needs to address
issues of reforms, inclusivity and consensus

The world may be in turmoil with several conflicts disrupting
supply chains and schism between the developed and
developing nations widening but Indian growth remains
steadfast, isolated from these global headwind. It is not only
maintaining its momentum but also helping other nations to
follow suit. Prime Minister Narendra Modi's recent
declaration that India is poised to become the world's third-
largest economy and is firmly on track to achieving
developed nation status by 2047 reflects both optimism and
determination of a nation in transition. He invoked the
mantra of “Reform, Perform, Transform,” underlining that
India is not just going strong but can also uplift other
economies from their sluggish cycles. His assertion are not
rhetoric but based on hard facts as India outperforms most
major economies.

The country's macroeconomic outlook provides ample
support for this confidence. Inflation is under relative control,
banks are strong, the fiscal deficit is projected to narrow to
4.4 per cent, and foreign exchange reserves remain healthy.
Domestic investors are showing unprecedented faith in
India’s future course. Manufacturing and exports are picking
up momentum — automobile exports, for instance, have more
than doubled since 2014, while India is expanding its reach
by exporting locomotives, metro coaches, and soon electric
vehicles to nearly a hundred countries.

But ambition alone is not enough to transform India into a
developed nation by 2047. Sustaining high growth will
demand persistent reforms and a business environment that
is predictable, efficient, and globally competitive.

The strength of a nation also lies in its people, and India's
demographic advantage will translate into a dividend only if
its youth are empowered through education and skill-
building else it can lead to widespread unemployment and
unrest. Ensuring vocational training and improving public
health systems must therefore form the core of development
strategy. Infrastructure, too, will be decisive. Faster
urbanisation, more efficient logistics, and greener energy
systems are indispensable for sustaining momentum.

Modi's repeated emphasis on speed, scale, and scope
underscores the urgent need for capacity building.
Challenges remain formidable. Informal employment
continues to dominate the labour market, income inequality
persists, and regional growth is uneven. Policy
unpredictability, bureaucratic hurdles, and political
disruptions risk undermining investor confidence despite the
rhetoric of reform. Ultimately, achieving developed nation
status by 2047 requires more than strong GDP growth. It
demands a model of development that raises living
standards, ensures social mobility, and delivers opportunities
across all sections of society. The challenge is to steer with
vision, resilience, and endurance so that by 2047, the dream
of a truly developed India is achieved.

An artist gives the finishing touches to a Lord Ganesha idol ahead
of Ganesh Chaturthi, in Karad, Maharashtra.
Photo: PTI
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SUPREME COURT ORDERS HUMANE
TREATMENT FOR STRAY DOGS

The Supreme Court’s latest order
mandating the return of dogs to
their capture sites after
following a due process of
sterilisation and vaccination will
be welcomed with a resounding
“woof” by the animals and all
who care for them.

Imagine what would have
happened to over ten lakh dogs
had they been rounded up and
confined in hastily constructed
“shelters” — a euphemism for
cruelly restricted spaces.
Beyond the physical discomfort,
such treatment would have
broken the spirit of these
animals.

As with humans, the process
of rounding up strays and
transporting them with a
punitive mindset would itself
have been worse than the
punishment of confinement in
unhygienic spaces. The earlier

Supreme Court order
exemplified judicial overreach
and would have been a remedy
worse than the disease.

George Graham Vest rightly
said, “A dog is man’s best
friend.” The Apex Court’s course
correction could not have come
a day too soon. It demonstrates
the nation’s commitment to
compassion.

In conclusion, Gandhiji's
words remain apt: “The
greatness of a nation and its
moral progress can be judged by
the way its animals are treated.”

This decision will also
encourage local authorities to
implement more humane
practices and ensure the welfare
of all strays in urban and rural
areas. It is a reminder that
compassion must guide every
policy concerning living beings.

AVINASH GODBOLEY | DEWAS

Please send your letter to the Info@dailypioneer.com.
In not more than 250 words. We appreciate your feedback.

Indian succor for Sudan

As Sudan begins its fragile transition, India must evolve from first responder to long-term partner, leveraging expertise in
digital infrastructure, agriculture, energy, and MSMEs to aid reconstruction

RAO NARENDER
: YADAV

On July 29, 2025, India handed over a consign-
ment of 2,000 MT of rice to the acting
Humanitarian Aid Commissioner of Sudan.
This follows India’s assistance of 25 tons and 2
tons of life-saving medicines in May 2023 and
March 2025, respectively. India’s humanitarian
aid to the people of Sudan reaffirms its age-old
tradition of being a reliable first responder in
times of crisis, reflecting the enduring solidar-
ity between India and Sudan.

Traditionally, India’s engagement with con-
flict-hit and politically unstable African countries
has been rooted in deep humanitarian solidar-
ity and a commitment to peacekeeping. From
sending food, medicines, and emergency relief
to joining the United Nations Peacekeeping
Operations (UNPKO), India has built a rich
legacy of prioritising humanitarian efforts over
political interests.

However, the scale and complexity of modern
conflicts, such as in Sudan, which has hollowed
out the nation’s institutions, depleted its
economy, and devastated over 13 million
people, necessitate that India’s efforts expand
beyond emergency relief and transition to a
comprehensive, multi-sectoral role in recon-
struction and development.

Sudan has witnessed an unending spiral of
widespread and brutal violence since April 2023,
when fighting erupted between the Sudanese
Armed Forces (SAF) and the paramilitary Rapid
Support Forces (RSF). The political leadership in
Sudan has also accused the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) of backing the RSF with arms and
logistical support. Entire cities, from Khartoum
to Geneina in Darfur, have been vastly devas-
tated, making Sudan a tragic epicentre of con-
flict and humanitarian despair.As Sudan’s crisis
continues to unfold, its new Prime Minister,
Kamil al-Taib Idris, first since the conflict
erupted in April 2023, officially assumed office
on 31 May 2025, marking the formal start of the
internationally recognised transitional gov-
ernment and the much-needed economic
reconstruction plan for Sudan.

The recent developments offer India a criti-
cal opportunity to play a significant role in
Sudan’s post-civil war reconstruction, as the
stakes extend beyond humanitarian goodwill
and align with India’s strategic, economic, and
geopolitical interests.

Sudan’s strategic location, at the crossroads
of the Horn of Africa, the Red Sea, and North
Africa, makes it pivotal for regional maritime
security. A stable Sudan would strengthen
India’s footprint in Africa. With its unique com-
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development experience, and South-South sol-
idarity, India is exceptionally well placed to be
a strong and reliable partner in Sudan’s
journey of redevelopment.

India’s proven strengths in solar energy, agri-
tech, digital public infrastructure (DPI), health
services, MSME development, education, and
biofuels can assist in building long-term
resilience based on strong foundations. As
most of these interventions have already
been operated at scale at home and, increas-
ingly, expanded in other parts of Africa, the next
task could be to package them into a coher-
ent “Sudan Reconstruction Plan” that can
deliver impact even in an unstable security
environment. India’s DPI systems (digital
identity, digital payments, and data exchange)
offer Sudan a well-tested blueprint to embrace
a digital mode of development. Aadhaar-
style digital ID systems can be locally adapted
to verify beneficiaries.

Unified Payments Interface (UPI) technolo-
gy —already in use for cross-border payments
with several African and Asian partners — can
enable instant, low-cost transactions as and
when required.

Also, the Open Network for Digital
Commerce (ONDC) provides a neutral, open-
protocol marketplace where Sudanese traders,
transporters, and service providers can connect
with customers without relying on a single cor-
porate entity.

Agriculture has been Sudan’s economic
backbone. The country has the largest propor-
tion of arable land in Africa. Yet, conflict, lack
of irrigation, and outdated farming methods
have immensely reduced productivity. India’s
agricultural expertise — spanning low-cost irri-
gation systems, solar-driven pumps, drought-
resistant seeds, mechanisation, and farmer

cooperatives like FPOs — can be immensely
transformative for Sudan.

Facilitating value addition through small-
scale milling, oil pressing, and packaging
units — backed by MSME finance — would also
be required to be gradually integrated into the
agrarian sector. This would not only enhance
domestic food security but could restore
Sudan’s agricultural export capacity, bringing
in foreign exchange and enhancing livelihood
opportunities.

However, none of this could succeed without
a coherent financing and governance structure.
Financing could be in a blended form through
multiple streams, viz, International Solar
Alliance (ISA), Africa50, LoCs through the EXIM
Bank, multilateral grants, carbon finance, etc.
By enhancing the role of the Indian private
sector — MSMEs, affordable healthcare
providers, EdTech firms, and renewable energy
companies — Indian industries could also find
long-term markets in Sudan.

India now stands at a pivotal moment to
translate its support for Sudan into targeted,
transformative action. By actively engaging in
Sudan’s recovery process, India can demon-
strate effective partnership through concrete
initiatives in development, infrastructure,
agriculture, and digital public goods. It is imper-
ative for India to collaborate with Sudan’s tran-
sitional government and international stake-
holders to design and implement a compre-
hensive Sudan Reconstruction Plan.

Strategic support now will not only aid
Sudan’s transition but also ensure India’s
lasting influence as a responsible and commit-
ted partner in Africa’s development. India
should seize this moment to lead by example,
championing peace, stability, and sustainable
progress in the Global South.

bination of technological prowess, low-resource
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When S&P Global Ratings reaffirmed India’s sovereign
credit rating at BBB with a stable outlook, it signalled
more than just a data point, it was a recognition of India’s
fiscal discipline, reform, driven policy choices, and
resilience in navigating global turbulence. At a time when
advanced economies are grappling with stagnation and
many emerging markets are facing instability, India has
held its ground as the world’s fastest-growing major
economy, with GDP expected to expand by 6-6.5 per cent
in 2025. This momentum is no accident. It reflects deci-
sive governance backed by a clear reform agenda.
Flagship initiatives like PM Gati Shakti and the National
Infrastructure Pipeline, coupled with fiscal innovations
such as the GST and the widespread adoption of digital

public goods, UPI, Aadhaar, ONDC have together rede-
fined India’s development model.

Trade Winds and Strategic Autonomy

The recent decision by the United States to impose 50
per cent tariffs on select Indian exports is a reminder of
the volatility in global trade. Yet, India’s economic
resilience ensures the macro impact remains marginal
- estimated at no more than 0.3 percentage points of GDP.
More importantly, the government’s diversification
strategy with FTAs under way with the UK, advanced
negotiations with the EU, and deeper partnerships in Asia,
Africa, and the Middle East highlights India’s pursuit of
strategic autonomy in trade. By combining PLI schemes,
‘Make in India,” and new export markets, India is both
cushioning itself against shocks and building long-term
self-reliance.

Ifinfrastructure and fiscal reform are India’s founda-
tions, deep technology is its future. The Government of
India’s forthcoming National Deep Tech and Scientific
Research Policy marks a pivotal step toward securing
technological sovereignty.

This policy will target frontier domains such as:

1. Al for governance, healthcare, and education.

2. Semiconductors for resilient supply chains.

3. Quantum technologies for secure communication.
4. Biotechnology for genomics and pharma innovation.

Resilient and Responsive Bharat

5. Space & defence technologies for national security.
6. Advanced manufacturing— robotics to 3D printing.
The goal is clear: India must not only participate in, but
also lead the next wave of scientific innovation.

The pioneering work of Dr Pawan Goenka, Chairman
of INSPACe, in opening the space sector to private par-
ticipation is already showing what this future could look
like. India’s development journey is anchored in the Prime
Minister’s vision of Viksit Bharat - a developed India by
2047. This is not just an economic milestone; it is a civ-
ilizational commitment to self-reliance, sustainability,
and global leadership.

Conclusion

From infrastructure to space reforms, from trade diplo-
macy to the forthcoming Deep Tech Policy, the govern-
ment is steering the nation with clarity and foresight.
As an Institute of National Importance, [IM Mumbai stands
committed to contributing to this journey - through
research, policy engagement, and thought leadership.
India’s path to 2047 will not be shaped by external com-
mentary, but by the sovereign choices it makes today -
choices that place national interest at the centre while
contributing responsibly to global progress.

The writer is Director, Indian Institute of Management
Mumbai. He is Professor, Industrial and Systems
Engineering, Indian Institute of Technology, Kharagpur
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Pujara announces retirement

Cheteshwar Pujara, on Sunday August 24, surprised
every Indian cricket fan by announcing his retirement
from all formats of the game. Following Virat Kohli and
Rohit Sharma’s Test retirements, Pujara’s decision has
sent shock-waves across the cricketing community.

On social media, he wrote, “Wearing the Indian jersey,
singing the anthem, and trying my best each time |
stepped on the field - it’s impossible to put into words
what it truly meant.

All good things must come to an end, and with
immense gratitude | have decided to retire from all
forms of Indian cricket. Thank you for all the love and
support!”He thanked the BCCI and Saurashtra Cricket
Association, as well as mentors, coaches, and his spir-
itual guide. In 103 Test matches, he scored 7,195 runs
atan average of 43.60, including 19 centuries. In 278 first-
class matches, he scored 21,301 runs at 51.82, including
66 centuries. He also played in the IPL for Kolkata Knight
Riders, Royal Challengers Bangalore, and Punjab Kings,
leaving a remarkable legacy of consistency and
resilience. Pujara’s dedication and discipline have set
a benchmark for aspiring cricketers across the nation.
His career exemplifies the virtues of patience, perse-
verance, and unwavering commitment to the game.

BHAGWAN THADANI | MUMBAI

India’s internet growth concerns

Our country ranks first in the world in monthly inter-
net data usage, with an average of 32 GB per user. By
2030, data traffic per smartphone user is expected to
rise to 62 GB per month. According to the Ericsson
Mobility Report, until 2024, 4G accounted for 53 per cent
of subscribers. Now, with the growing use of 5G, afford-
able smartphones, and the increasing reach of video
and digital services in both urban and rural markets,
internet traffic is set to grow rapidly.

As of December 2024, 5G subscriptions in the country
reached 290 million, or 24 per cent of total mobile sub-
scribers. This figure is expected to rise to 980 million
by 2030, representing 75 per cent of all mobile subscrip-
tions. The crucial question is: As internet users increase,
how many will use it productively — to develop skills
or enhance the quality of their work? Currently, most
young people primarily use mobile phones and the
internet to create reels or stay active on social media,
activities with little productive value. Excessive usage
is also causing negative psychological effects across all
age groups. Technology requires wisdom and discre-
tion. If we fail to understand this, we risk forming a pop-
ulation dependent on devices for even basic tasks. The
choice is ours: Become dumb users or smart users.

JITESH MORI | GUJARAT

Strengthening India’s tech future

Trump is unable to weaponise tariffs on China, as Beijing
commands an enormous hold over manufacturing, crit-
ical resources, and the advancement of frontier tech-
nologies. We, by contrast, have little with which to hold
back an assertive United States. The tariff episode should
nudge us to identify our strengths rather than lament
their absence. In the realm of information technology,
we still retain the potential to sharpen our capabilities.

We have relied too heavily on our diaspora of export-
ed IT talent but have done little to create an equally mag-
netic pull for world-class researchers and innovators
to our soil. We must aspire to leap into the ranks of true
knowledge economies and look beyond producing
talent for others. There is a pressing need to attract supe-
rior global minds through generous research grants and
world-class infrastructure.

Combining India’s vast talent base with imported
expertise could catalyse the creation of advanced tech-
nologies, placing us at the forefront of global innova-
tion rather than at its periphery. Even China has recent-
ly envisaged a liberal K-visa to lure top tech talent, recog-
nising immense possibilities therein. We too must recal-
ibrate: No longer the mere supplier of services, but the
innovation hub of the future.

R NARAYANAN | NAVI MUMBAI
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Israel’s search for legitimacy amid mounting pressure

From the echoes of its precarious birth under invasion to the present challenges of battlefield intensity, international scrutiny, and internal dissent, Israel’s
struggle is no longer confined to securing territory. It is about safeguarding its identity and ensuring that survival is matched by legitimacy on the world stage

PRASHANTO
BAGCHI

In the long arc of Israel’s statehood, August
2025 stands as another crucible. The war in
Gaza, once framed as an act of necessity, has
hardened into a complex mix of battlefield
intensity, democratic contestation, and
external scrutiny. Beneath the artillery fire
and diplomatic exchanges, Israel is grappling
with a question less visible but more pro-
found: the legitimacy of its very right to exist.
Israel’s history provides a lens to understand
the current moment.

In 1948, independence was declared in Tel
Aviv under the looming threat of regional
invasion. The new state, still absorbing
refugees and lacking resources, was forced
to defend its very right to exist against mul-
tiple Arab armies. The paradox of that
moment remains instructive: a society
fragile in numbers and means nevertheless
prevailed militarily while simultaneously
entrenching parliamentary institutions. For
Palestinians, 1948 was remembered as
rupture, displacement, and loss. Yet for
Israel, it was the founding crucible of
resilience — a demonstration that sovereign-
ty would rest not merely on battlefield
strength but also on building a functioning
democratic polity.

Caroline Glick has argued that Israel’s found-
ing experience continues to shape its
approach today, linking its right to self-
defense with its very existence. Einat Wilf
emphasises that the conflict goes beyond
borders, touching on the question of accept-
ing Jewish sovereignty. Tzipi Livni notes that
legitimacy relies not only on military strength
but also on maintaining democratic institu-
tions, even under severe threats. These per-
spectives illustrate how the challenges
faced in 1948 still influence Israel’s present
situation. On the southern front, the Israel
Defense Forces’ advances into Rafah and
Khan Yunis have unfolded with military pre-
cision. Yet every operation now takes place
under real-time international observation.
Each strike resonates beyond its immediate
target; every civilian death becomes part of
awider narrative. The costs of war are mea-
sured not only in territory or security but also
in reputation. Glick has long warned that
Israel’s most acute struggle is not only with
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rockets or missiles but with the erosion of
its legitimacy in international law. “Once
you accept the premise that self-defense
isillegitimate,” she has observed, “you’ve
accepted the premise that the state itself
is illegitimate.” Her words frame
Jerusalem’s refusal to embrace internation-
al frameworks that appear to condition
Israel’s security on moral approval. For
Glick, the core struggle is not in Gaza or
Lebanon but in the perception of Israel’s
sovereignty itself. At home, the endurance
of Israel’s institutions remains both its
strongest assurance and its most fragile
asset. Livni, one of the country’s most
respected voices on democracy and gov-
ernance, has cautioned against bending
democratic norms under the stress of con-
flict: “The majority cannot decide tomor-
row that there will be elections every ten
years... there are limits.” Her reminder is
clear: democratic resilience cannot be sus-
pended even under existential threat.
Weakening courts, freedoms, or account-
ability would concede more than any mil-
itary reversal could impose. The tension
between survival and democratic fidelity
is visible not only in parliamentary debates
but also in Israel’s public squares. In Tel
Aviv, dissent remains visible — from
protests over hostages to demonstra-
tions against judicial reform. Even as
Israel’s internal foundations are tested, its
regional environment is shifting rapidly.
Washington remains its indispensable
ally, but US patience has been stretched
under the weight of humanitarian alarms

and mounting domestic political pressures.
Republicans have rallied behind Israel with
unqualified backing, while Democrats
navigate a more complex landscape — bal-
ancing traditional support with rising
progressive dissent. American Jewish com-
munities reflect these divisions, with syn-
agogues, civic forums, and university cam-
puses becoming stages for fierce debates
on the meaning of solidarity. For Israel,
accustomed for decades to bipartisan
reassurance, US domestic politics now
shape the predictability of its most vital
alliance.

Policy choices within Israel sharpen the
question of permanence. Finance Minister
Bezalel Smotrich’s push to advance settle-
ment construction in the E1 corridor east
of Jerusalem — more than 3,000 units
designed, in his words, to “bury the idea
of a Palestinian state” — exemplifies this
fault line. For supporters, such measures
are an assertion of strategic clarity in the
absence of a viable peace partner. For
critics abroad, they risk deepening Israel’s
isolation. Yet, as Einat Wilf has often
emphasised, the core of the conflictis not
geographical but existential. “For the
Jews,” she has explained, “the essential
pointis the creation of a sovereign Jewish
state. For the Arabs, it is to resist to the last
the very existence of Jewish sovereignty.”
In this analysis, territorial compromises
alone cannot end the war; recognition
remains the missing piece. The conse-
quences of prolonged conflict are also
playing out in Israel’s institutions of gov-

ernance. The resignation of centrist figures
from the emergency war cabinet has nar-
rowed the Government’s margin for error.
Victory in Gaza, should it be secured,
cannot be considered separately from the
preservation of Israel’s democratic core.
Governance and strategy, in this crucible,
are inseparable: one cannot endure
without the other.

Economic strain compounds the chal-
lenge. Israel’s technology sector has long
been its strategic engine, a source of
global prestige and internal cohesion.
Yet mobilisation costs, expanded war
budgets, and uncertainty about post-war
security have weighed on public finances.
The shekel has wavered, and investment
flows have slowed.

The economic question is not merely
material but social: cohesion itself is
tested when prosperity is fragile. Here too,
the state’s resilience lies as much in main-
taining confidence in its institutions as in
securing its borders. History offers prece-
dents of endurance. Israel has faced exis-
tential wars before —1948,1967,1973 —and
emerged intact. But this juncture is distinc-
tive because multiple pressures converge
simultaneously.

Diplomatic patience is narrowing, internal
protests are sharpening, economic strain
isvisible, and the global narrative is more
contested than at any point since the
Second Intifada. What marks the present
is not the intensity of one front but the
acceleration of all. These voices highlight
the stakes Israel faces. Some stress that
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challenging its right to self-defense is, in
effect, questioning its very existence.
Others note that military success alone
cannot secure legitimacy without uphold-
ing democratic norms. A further perspec-
tive sees the conflict as fundamentally ide-
ological, explaining why no territorial
settlement has brought lasting peace.
Taken together, these ideas underline
the key challenges for Israel: defending sov-
ereignty, maintaining democratic norms,
managing internal dissent, and affirming
national identity. They offer a guide for nav-
igating the pressures of war, diplomacy,
and public opinion. The humanitarian
dimension of the war, particularly in
Gaza, cannot be bracketed out. It is not
simply a moral consideration but a strate-
gic reality that shapes Israel’s ability to
maintain international alliances and legit-
imacy. Yet framing this challenge as one
imposed from outside misreads its nature.
For Israel, the humanitarian aspect of con-
flictis part of the strategic environment in
which sovereignty itself must be secured.
Recognition of that reality is not a conces-
sion but a calculation: legitimacy abroad
influences the freedom to defend at home.
Nina Slama, an expert on Israel’s political
culture and India-Israel relations, says the
conflict highlights both Israel’s anxieties
and its regional resilience. She notes that
while October 7 exposed security vulner-
abilities, the war has not broken Israel’s
pragmatic partnerships with Arab states
seeking stability. Slama sees a similar trend
in Israel’s ties with India, where defence
and technology links have grown through
shared security concerns.

At the same time, New Delhi emphasises
restraint and dialogue, mindful of its his-
torical solidarity with Palestine. For Israel,
India represents an ally that strengthens
resilience while reminding it that legitima-
cy depends on balancing force with
responsibility. While the Iron Dome pro-
tects Israel on the battlefield, thinkers and
analysts emphasise that sustaining the
state also requires balancing security
with democratic values, internal cohesion,
and principled governance.

Israel today stands on the brink but
remains unbowed. Its challenge is not only
to endure but to emerge from this passage
with its institutions, cohesion, and narra-
tive intact. Listening to the insights of its
thinkers can help guide its path.That
measure — survival with legitimacy — will
define whether this moment becomes
another chapterinresilience or a turning
point of deeper consequence.

GST Reset: Bold, populist, and

Paradigm shift: G7 trio joins push to recognise
Palestine, challenging Netanyahu and Trump
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In the face of widespread criticism of Israel and
its western allies for the inhuman devastation
of life and expansionist agenda in Gaza by the
right-wing Government of Netanyahu, Canada,
France, and Britain have announced their plan
to recognise the Palestinian State at the 80th
General Assembly of the United Nations in
September 2025.

In a statement on July 30, 2025, Canada has
held Israel responsible for “rapidly deteriorat-
ing humanitarian disaster in Gaza” and its
“annexation of the West Bank”,

the Palestine State in the September UN meeting,.
Fen Hampson, a professor of international
affairs at Carleton University, has acknowl-
edged that Canada’s intention is “part of a pres-
sure tactic on Israel,” creating a new political axis
among France, the UK, and Canada

saying that “international action to
support peace, security and the
dignity of all human life” cannot be
further delayed, while condemning
HAMAS for its “heinous terrorist
attack of October 7, 2023”.

The plan to recognise Palestine State has
received a mixed responce, yet overwhelming-
ly favourable. It has been described as ‘signifi-
cant’ but ‘largely symbolic’ unless it means a
major practical action on the ground.

The significance of the paradigm shift in the
policy can be measured in two ways: one, it can
potentially isolate both the Netanyahu-led
Israeli Government and the Trump-led US
administration diplomatically; two, it can create
strategic space and consolation for the
Palestinian population. The policy change by the
three G7 member States adds legitimacy to the
ICJ and UN reports and verdicts, and strength to
the policy position of 147 of the 193 member
states of the UN who have already formally recog-
nised the Palestinian State. Now four (France, UK,
Russia, and China) of the five permanent
members of the UN Security Council will agree
on the recognition of an independent Palestinian
State. The move is viewed ‘symbolic’ because
France, the UK, and Canada have not proposed
any punitive sanctions against Israel if it does
not stop using ‘hunger as a weapon’ and a war
forcing the Palestinian population to vacate the
region. Yet the recognition plan is not ‘an
empty pipe’:it, at least morally, strengthens the
UN position for an immediate ceasefire. The
move can embolden the domestic voices against
Netanyahu not only in these countries butin the
USA too, embarrassing the Trump administra-
tion for its support of the one-sided Israeli war
against the innocent Palestinians. The move may
also prompt other countries to follow the suit
if these countries act together. As a follow up,
Australia too have joined the trio to recognise
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in the region. Itis, according to him,
a “major decision” reflecting “frus-
tration with the Netanyahu
Government”. According to the
former Canadian ambassador to
Israel from 2006 to 2010, Jon Allen, “recognising
Palestine is sending a signal to Israel, to the
United States, to the world, and to Palestinians”
that the two-state solution is important. The
move can help Palestine as a sovereign State to
claim their legal rights over its territory, territo-
rial waters, and air space. Supporting the move,
a progressive Jewish group, | Space Canada, has
called it a “significant and courageous step” as
being “shared by the majority of Canadian Jews”.
On the other side, reacting to the move, Israel’s
Ambassador to Canada has labelled the move
as a‘“reward to Hamas” and has warned: “Israel
will not bow to the distorted campaign of inter-
national pressure against it”, although the
power of the move reflects in Israel response in
deploying air drops of aid and relaxation in
restrictions on food entering Gaza. The lesson
is that even the strongest desire to continue the
war and destroy the opponent to bow’ can not
be sustained if opposed with an equally strong
antidote for it.

But for any immediate concrete gains, the
effort should be cumulative in the realignment
of the US stake and role in the geopolitics of the
region. This is necessitated in view of the reality
construed in the Netanyahu-led Government and
the Trump-led administration statements: “From
Israel’s perspective,” the Israeli ambassador has
commented, “there is one external opinion that
matters and it’s that of the US” It means that the
US will block the Palestine State recognition in
September using its veto power in the UN. Trump
himself has taken the offence and warned to
block the trade negotiations with Canada for its
Palestine recognition plan.

But the question is who Trump is supporting

between ‘Netanyahu or the Jews’ and ‘Netanyahu
or the US warfare and oil corporations’. Its
answer can be searched in the profit reports of
the US war corporate and Israeli companies.
Francesca Albanese, a UN representative, con-
cludes in her report: “Arms companies have
turned over near record profits by equipping
Israel with cutting-edge weaponry”. According
to Times of India news report: “The arms indus-
try, driven by geopolitical tensions and conflicts,
has become a major economic force, with US-
led companies taking the lion’s share of rev-
enues”. The Stockholm Peace Research Institute
2024 report says that in 2023, the global arms
revenue rose 4.2 per cent over the previous year,
with the US companies like Lockheed Martin, RTX,
Northrop Grumman, Boeing, Caterpillar and
General Dynamics sharing half of the global total
of $632 billion; the shares of these companies are
reportedly on the rise. The Israeli companies, Elbit
Systems and Rafael, too, have substantially prof-
ited from the war and entered the internation-
al market. These companies are using the Gaza
war as a testing ground, helping to market their
products as “battle-tested”.

By supporting Netanyahu, Trump, therefore,
is promoting warfare corporate, US, and his cult,
not the Jews of Israel. Although he projects
himself as a ‘peacekeeper’, his interests and
actions are war like: unilateral trade war.
Netanyahu, supported by Trump, is in a unilat-
eral military war determined to finish the
target population, while Trump himself is in a
trade war threatening every country with trade
tariffs. According to news reports, Netanyahu is
pushing forward, though his military chief of staff
pushes back, his proposal to seize the remain-
ing areas of Gaza while Trump is escalating trade
war with Canada, Brazil, India, China, Russia and
others for failing to recognise what Trump
desires: the world is watching the Chess Game
of military and economic might.
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potentially transformative

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s push for the
most ambitious Goods and Services Tax (GST)
reform since its launch in 2017 is not merely an
economic adjustment. It is a consumer-first
gambit aimed at cooling inflation at home,
boosting middle-class purchasing power, and
signaling to global partners that India remains
committed to structural reforms despite fiscal
stress. By lowering levies on everyday essentials,
small cars, and household durables, Modi seeks
to deliverimmediate relief to families
while recalibrating India’s trade and T
growth posture in a turbulent global @bt
economy — particularly in the wake
of former US President Donald
Trump’s tariff squeeze on Indian exports.

The move carries a dual purpose.
Economically, itis a reset to stimulate consump-
tion and growth. Politically, it is a maneuver to
consolidate middle-class support, blunt
Opposition criticism, and underscore India’s
readiness to reform even in difficult times.

When GST was introduced in July 2017, it was
hailed as India’s most sweeping indirect tax
reform — “one nation, one tax, one market.”

The goal was simplicity: replacing over a
dozen state and central levies with a uniform
system. But simplicity soon gave way to com-
plexity. Four slabs — 5 per cent, 12 per cent, 18
per cent, and 28 per cent — plus additional cess
on luxury goods created confusion, litigation,
and public discontent.

The Fiscal Trade-Off

India collected %18.6 lakh crore ($224 billion) in
GST revenues last year. Analysts at IDFC First Bank
estimate the proposed cuts could trim about
%1.66 lakh crore ($20 billion) annually. The GST
Council — chaired by Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman and comprising state finance min-
isters — will be the true battleground. No
reform of this scale can pass without state
consent, setting the stage for intense federal
negotiations.

Relief for Consumers

For ordinary households, the arithmetic is
straightforward: lower GST equals cheaper
goods. Processed foods, dairy products, dry fruits,
fruit juices, and bakery items will move to the
5 per cent bracket.

According to some estimates, a family of four
could save between 12,000 and 15,000 annu-
ally on their consumption basket.

The Politics Behind the Tax
With global trade tensions and tariff wars

casting shadows, showcasing India’s reformist
credentials bolsters its image as a stable invest-
ment destination. At home, it arms the
Government with a tangible, pocket-friendly
policy achievement to counter narratives of
unemployment, rural distress, and economic
slowdown.
The States’ Dilemma
For state Governments, however, the math looks
grim. A %1.66 lakh crore shortfall is not easily
absorbed. States already wrestling with debt and
high welfare spending — such as Kerala, Tamil
Nadu, and West Bengal — are likely to resist.
North-Eastern and BJP-ruled states, heavily
dependent on central transfers, may acquiesce,
but reluctantly.This sets up a classic clash
between populism and fiscal realism.
Cooperative federalism, the very foundation of
GST, will be tested like never before.
Risks and the Road Ahead

JJiOl‘lttI‘ The risks are significant. A widened

fiscal deficit looms if the Centre
borrows more to offset states’
losses. The benefits of the reform will also be
uneven — the poorest Indians, who spend
mainly on untaxed essentials like rice and veg-
etables, will see little relief compared to middle-
class families. Moreover, unless accompanied
by a clear roadmap, new anomalies could
arise, reigniting old disputes.For the reform to
succeed, the Centre may need to devise a tem-
porary compensation mechanism for states —
perhaps reviving a GST Compensation Fund.
Longer term, India must move toward a simpli-
fied two-slab structure, such as 5 per cent and
18 per cent, to eliminate ambiguity and litiga-
tion. The reform should also be leveraged to
stimulate domestic manufacturing under Make
in India, ensuring that lower prices do not merely
encourage imports.

It promises cheaper goods, lower inflation,
and stronger consumption, bolstering both eco-
nomic growth and political support. But it also
comes with a steep fiscal cost, borne largely by
states whose finances are already strained.If con-
sensus can be forged in the GST Council, the
reform may go down as a landmark moment in
India’s tax history — a step that truly makes GST
consumer-friendly and growth-oriented. If divi-
sions persist, however, it risks becoming another
stranded reform, weighed down by the contra-
dictions of federal politics.The GST was con-
ceived as a symbol of cooperative federalism.
Whether Modi’s bold gamble strengthens or
strains that federal fabric will define the legacy
of this ambitious reset.
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INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION.

— Ramnath Goenka

CORE VS HEADLINE:
INDIA’S INFLATION
DEBATE DEEPENS

—T HE RBI’s Flexible Inflation Targeting (FIT) framework
will turn 10 next year, and the central bank believes it
has met its expectations. Over the last nine years, India
experienced a hump-shaped performance, with infla-
tion behaving like an obedient child in the first and last
three years. The middle three years saw retail prices breach
the upper tolerance band, mainly due to the Covid-19 pan-
demic and the Russia-Ukraine war. If average inflation hov-
ered around 4 percent from 2016 to 2019, it stayed above 6
percent for five quarters from the first quarter of Financial
Year 2022 to the fourth quarter of Financial Year 2023. With
a review slated for next March, key questions arise: Should
core inflation replace headline inflation as the anchor for
monetary policymaking, as suggested by the Economic Sur-
vey, 2025? Or should the government re-examine the 4 percent
target and consider establishing a tolerance band?

Those championing core inflation argue that the food
component is outside the RBI’s purview and, therefore, core
inflation should guide policy. They reason that stabilising
core inflation leads to better economic outcomes. However,
RBI maintains that persistent food inflation can spill over
to core inflation through higher wage costs, higher rents,
and higher markups. Which is why its expert committee in
2014 insisted that since food and fuel constitute more than
50 percent of the consumption basket, inflation based on
less than half the basket would not be representative. As
former Governor Shaktikanta Das noted, eliminating food
from the target would amount to having no target at all. “It
will make no sense to the average citizen, as it is the head-
line inflation that the common person understands and
should remain that way.” Even as the debate over core vs
headline remains unfinished, there’s another view that the
inflation target itself needs to be reset.

However, the central bank may not be in agreement. In its
recent discussion paper, it noted that changing the target
now, when the global economy is confronted with geopoliti-
cal uncertainty, can be interpreted by international inves-
tors as a dilution of the IT framework, thereby undermin-
ing policy credibility. It reasoned that the current tolerance
band of 2-6 percent allows headroom to account for devia-
tions from temporary food and fuel price shocks. That said,
price stability is a shared responsibility between the gov-
ernment and RBI, and hence needs effective monetary-fiscal
coordination to prevent second-round inflationary effects.

FERTILISER DEMAND, POOR
SUPPLY STIR FARM CRISIS

crisis is simmering in Telangana, and the farmers

are at the receiving end. Serpentine queues at the

Primary Agricultural Cooperative Society centres

for hours on end, at places even from early morning,

have become the norm—something not witnessed in
years. The reason is an acute shortage of urea.

The Centre has allotted 9.8 lakh metric tonnes (LMT) to
Telangana for this Kharif, but the state has received 5.42
LMT so far. The situation is largely the same in other
states. Reasons are many. There are global supply chain
disruptions and lower-than-expected imports due to fac-
tors such as China halting its exports. Still, India has
agreements with the Saudis, UAE, Nigeria, and other coun-
tries to import urea. It’s not that we are entirely dependent
on imports; we are the world’s third-largest producer of
fertilisers. However, as the second-largest user in the
world, the country is not yet self-reliant. It is clear that
something has gone wrong, and the sooner the Centre and
states acknowledge it, the better. Domestic production isn’t
on expected lines. The Ramagundam Fertilisers and Chem-
icals Ltd went out of action for some time. The urea stock
with the Centre at the beginning of this month was about
half of what it was last August.

Furthermore, the increased cultivable area in Telangana
is taking its toll. Farmers in the state use about 170 kg per
acre. When we consider that the sown area increased to
118.69 lakh acres from 91 lakh acres last year, the picture
becomes clearer. Additionally, paddy cultivation has grown
significantly, resulting in increased demand for fertilisers.
A closer examination raises pertinent questions. Granted,
we have import constraints. What have the Centre and states
done to keep pace with the demand? There are programmes
to promote natural farming and fertilisers other than the
widely used ones. However, much more needs to be done to
raise awareness among farmers. Importantly, domestic pro-
duction must be freed from the ‘inspector raj’ as industry
bodies demand. Currently, the Centre must expedite im-
ports, ramp up domestic production, and improve distribu-
tion. Both the ruling and opposition in the state have turned
the crisis into a boxing match, with the result that panic is
spreading. The onus is on both to see reality for what it is,
rather than confusing the farmers.

QUICK TAKE

COURTING MARRIAGE
R ECENTLY, the Chhattisgarh High Court ruled that mock-

ing a husband for being jobless is cruelty, while the Bom-

bay High Court said that mocking a wife’s complexion is
just a domestic quarrel. Different circumstances, different
interpretations. This contrast raises a question: why let
things reach this stage at all, with love reading like a charge
sheet? An eminent sociologist suggests that today’s couples
share a greater sense of individuality. The Supreme Court
also states matter-of-factly that a forced union runs contrary
to the purpose of matrimonial law, which envisions com-
panionship and shared responsibilities. Ultimately, a rela-
tionship isn’t a test of who wounds the other deeper.
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HE surest way to throttle de-
mocracy is to weaponise laws
and target those opposing the
government. This government
seems to have converted this
into an art.

I recall the day the amend-
ment to the Unlawful Activities (Pre-
vention) Act, 1967 (UAPA), was taken up
for discussion in Parliament. The Home
Minister openly stated that this was
necessary, for none could oppose the
inclusion of terrorists and terrorist or-
ganisations in the First Schedule of the
UAPA, seeking to destabilise our Re-
public. I intervened and expressed my
fears that these laws are likely to be
used against our citizens; it has turned
out to be a reality. The prosecution of
young students, like Umar Khalid and
Sharjeel Imam, under those laws
has resulted in them languishing in jail
for years without a trial. Such laws
have been used against journalists, aca-
demics, and members of religious com-
munities in this country. The obvious
intent was to silence them.

The weaponisation of the Preven-
tion of Money Laundering Act, 2002
(PMLA) is evident in its widespread
use against political opponents, in-
cluding chief ministers and minis-
ters from opposition-ruled states,
such as Arvind Kejriwal, Manish
Sisodia, Satyendra Jain, Hemant
Soren, and Farooq Abdullah, among
others. Valiant attempts were made to
move against Siddaramaiah, but they
came to nought. These laws have also
been used to instil fear in several
leaders who were once part of the op-
position but have been persuaded to
join the BJP to save themselves from
prosecution and imprisonment. The
BJP has, particularly in Maharash-
tra, rewarded opposition leaders
against whom serious allegations of
corruption were publicly made for
causing a split in their erstwhile par-
ties. They are now part of the coali-
tion ruling Maharashtra.

The latest example of weaponisation
of laws is the introduction of two Con-
stitution (Amendment) Bills in Parlia-
ment on August 20, 2025. It is claimed
that this is being done in public inter-
est, for the welfare of the people and to
uphold the principles of constitutional
morality, and good governance—con-
cepts that are alien to the functioning
of this government. What is likely to
serve is not public interest, but the po-
litical interest of the ruling dispensa-
tion. This is clear from the fact that the
proposed law provides that the chief
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The growing use of laws like UAPA and PMLA to pin political opponents
and dissenters reveals a disturbing trend of abuse of legal frameworks.
The latest Bills pave the way for a new form of dictatorship

DEMOCRACY ON TRIAL:
FROM THE RULE OF
LAW TO RULE BY LAW

KAPIL SIBAL

ministers and ministers being investi-
gated for offences punishable for more
than five years and being in custody
for more than 30 days will, on the 31st
day, if they have not resigned, be dis-
missed by the governor of the state.
The principle of law that our Repub-
lic has embraced is that a person is in-
nocent till proven guilty. In this case, a
minister or a chief minister can be re-
moved on a mere allegation without
any proof. We are all aware that many
such cases have been pending trial for
over a decade and that the conviction
rate in several of these prosecutions
is abysmally low. If the proposed consti-
tutional amendments become law, it is
most likely that trumped-up allegations
will be made to target sitting chief min-
isters and ministers, and after 30 days

Senior lawyer and member of Rajya Sabha

SOURAV ROY

in custody, they will be dismissed from
those positions. Such allegations in the
past have served the political interests
of the BJP. The present establishment
seeks to utilise these laws for its own
political purposes.

This weaponisation is also evident
from how laws such as PMLA or UAPA
have been used against influential min-
isters seeking to coerce them to join the
BJP, or even public servants not belong-
ing to any political party, in opposition-
ruled states. Ironically, since 2014, these
laws have never been invoked against
any minister in any of the BJP-ruled
states, or, for that matter, against any
minister within the ruling establish-
ment at the Centre. Obviously, the selec-
tive use of such laws serves the political
interest of the party in power.

Greatness is a property for which no man |

can receive credit too soon; it must be \Ff\falm
possessed long before it is acknowledged | Emerson

The other matter of great concern is
that such laws will allow the governor
to dismiss a chief minister or a minis-
ter of the opposition-ruled state,
which, under the present legal frame-
work, can happen only upon convic-
tion. In addition, prosecution against
public servants holding such positions
can only be launched by seeking the
sanction of the Council of Ministers
in the case of prosecution against a
minister and that of the governor in
the case of a chief minister. By seek-
ing to do away with the sanction provi-
sion, such laws weaponise the gover-
nors appointed by the Union to dismiss
a minister or a chief minister. This is
a direct invasion of the federal struc-
ture of this country, which the Su-
preme Court has held to be one of the
basic features of the Constitution.

Having set out the above, it is also
significant that these constitutional
amendments have been introduced by
the present establishment, aware that
such Bills cannot become law without
garnering the support of a two-thirds
majority in both the Lok Sabha and the
Rajya Sabha. The NDA, at present, con-
sists of 293 members of the Lok Sabha,
whereas for such Bills to pass muster,
it must receive the support of 363 mem-
bers. This is obviously a tall order, and
these Bills, in all likelihood, will fail.

If they become law, they will surely
be challenged in the courts. The
courts will not favour such attempts
to deface the Constitution. On the face
of it, these Bills are manifestly un-
just, violate the fundamental tenets
of federalism and the basic principles
of the rule of law.

One wonders why these Bills were
introduced in the first place. There
may be two reasons. One, the canard
that the government wishes to rid the
polity of criminals who are being
prosecuted and that the opposition
does not want to uphold the principles
of constitutional morality—a politi-
cal narrative, which in the context of
how this government has jettisoned
these principles, will not find favour
with the people. Perhaps the other
and real reason is to divert the atten-
tion of the people of India from the
massive show of public support for
opposition leaders in the run-up to the
assembly elections in Bihar.

It appears constitutional democracy
can be throttled and stymied through
the weaponisation of laws. A new
form of dictatorship!

(Views are personal)
(Tweets @KapilSibal)

WHEN WISDOM TOOK THE CROWN

E pray to Ganesha to remove
difficulties from our path. How-
ever, on the ground, this means
developing our emotional intel-
ligence to get out of difficulties
ourselves with minimal dam-
age control. So, let us revisit in
greater detail than September 2022, a sto-
ry of high emotional intelligence.

This tale concerns one of the world’s
oldest royal houses, which went under the
rubble of time. Trigarta was an ancient
kingdom in Punjab, traversing the rivers
Ravi, Beas, and Sutlej. It is mentioned in
the Ramayana, Mahabharata and the
Brahmanda Purana. The Trigartas are
said to have fought off the Persians and
Assyrians and appear in the annals of Al-
exander’s expedition to India in 326 BCE.
Raja Parmanand Chandra is believed to be
the ‘Porus’ who fought and lost to Alexan-
der on the banks of the Beas. When ‘Porus’
was brought captive to him, Alexander,
who considered him a worthy foe, asked
him how he wished to be treated, and
‘Porus’ reportedly answered with superb
simplicity: “Like a king.”

In the Mahabharata, the kings of Tri-
garta are described as sworn territorial
enemies of Matsya, a kingdom allied to
the Pandavas. So, they fought against
them under their first cousin, Duryod-
hana, at Kurukshetra. Susharma, the
Trigarta raja, led a do-or-die squadron
called the Samsaptaka to capture Yu-
dhishtira. He and his entire force were
killed by Arjuna.

Just so, the Trigarta rajas are said to
have fought and lost to Sri Rama. The
Trigartas are nobles of the Chandravan-
shi or ‘lunar dynasty’. The Katoch Ra-
jputs, who claim descent from the Tri-
gartas, founded the kingdom of Kangra
in the hills to the east of Punjab that lat-
er became the modern Indian state of
Himachal Pradesh. The first-known Ka-
toch raja was Bhumi Chand, and the
Brahmanda Purana says he built the
original temple to Devi Parvati at Jwala-
mukhi in the Kangra Valley, which still
draws flocks of devotees. The Chinese
Buddhist pilgrim Zuan Xang visited the
Katoch kingdom in the seventh century,
then known as ‘Jalandhara’.

The Katoch also fought the great king-
dom of Kannauj, from which the royal
houses of Marwar and Bikaner sprang.
They battled Mohammed of Ghazni and
Mohammed of Ghori, and resisted Ak-
bar’s siege in 1615. They sided with Guru
Gobind Singh against Aurangzeb and
fought Maharaja Ranjit Singh, who vis-

ited Jwalamukhi in 1815 and covered the
temple spire with gold. The Katoch also
fought the British. In 1847, Raja Parmodh
Chandra fired a 101-gun salute, a prac-
tice later reserved by the British Crown
for itself, to inform his people that their
king was on the throne. He led an army
of 8,000 Katoch across the Beas against
the British forces stationed in Pathankot
for the Second Anglo-Sikh War. Parmodh
Chandra was betrayed by a person
named Pahad Chand, defeated, and de-
ported to the hill town of Almora, where

f
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Raja Hari Chand’s tale
highlights the power of humility
and inner peace. His decision
not to challenge his brother

is a product of his emotional
intelligence, a quality essential
for navigating life’s challenges

<

he died in 1851. Kangra was subsumed in
the British Empire. Today, any number
of Katoch fight in the Indian armed forc-
es. To follow the annals of the Katoch
clan is to unspool the history of North
India in one skein, for they appear in
every epoch—sturdy warriors who re-
peatedly fought forces greater than
theirs. Their fortunes foundered, but
they went on. No other noble house
seems to have had quite that continuity.

Although the princely order was abol-
ished by modern India in 1971, a Katoch
raja by name still exists today, and there
are four branches of Katoch: Jaswal, Gul-
eria, Sibaia and Dadwal.

FAITHLINE

Our tale is about a scion of this an-
cient clan sometime in the fifteenth cen-
tury. He was the founder of the scenic
hill kingdom of Guler, a Katoch king
called Raja Hari Chand from the old roy-
al family of Kangra.

Like most royals and feudal chiefs
around the world, Hari Chand loved the
hunt. One fine day in late summer, his
quarry led him on a long chase, and the
king left his companions far behind. Along
the way, he dismounted to look for tracks.
His foot slipped and he fell into a deep hole.
“A dry well,” he thought before his head
struck arock and he passed out. The grass-
es that hid the well closed over it again.

Meanwhile, the king’s companions
searched the forest, growing increasingly
afraid. When the king’s horse was discov-
ered, a companion rushed back to the fort
to get reinforcements. The king’s younger
brother, the prime minister, the senapati,
and a select band of soldiers and trackers
went looking. After days of desperate
search, they were forced to mourn the
king as dead. His younger brother was
crowned the new raja of Guler.

Months into the new reign, the court
was disturbed one day by a great commo-
tion in the forecourt. Into a shocked si-
lence walked Raja Hari Chand, leaner,
scarred, and simply dressed. The new
king ran forward to hug his elder brother
and touch his feet. Tears in his eyes, he
bowed and indicated the throne to him.

And this is when emotional intelli-
gence spoke. Hari Chand refused to take
back his rightful kingdom. Life had or-
dained that his brother should sit on the
throne. To take it away seemed wrong
and impractical. It was miraculous
enough that gypsies had found him,
nursed him, and brought him home.

To everyone’s amazement, Hari Chand
said, “With your Majesty’s permission, I
will make myself another fort below Gul-
er, on the banks of the Banganga river.”
And that’s what happened. In one grace-
ful move, he not only secured his own sta-
tus but also retained his brother as an
ally, rather than an enemy. Surely, Gane-
sha would have approved.

(Views are personal)
(shebaba09@gmail.com)
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India’s pendency

Ref: A governance quiz missed at monsoon
session (Aug 24). Our administrative
ecosystem is brimming with propaganda and
less substantive output. India has become
the pendency capital of the world. From
pending litigations to unfilled vacancies and
unspent budget allocations, our lacklustre
efforts paint a gloomy picture.

Rajarao Kumar, Bengaluru

National degradation

Ref: Vice precedency (Aug 24). The column
sheds light on the nuances through which
citizens have been kept in the dark. It is a
serious matter that the politico-ideological
scape of the nation has undergone tremendous
change—as far as the cultural plurality and its
underlying unity is concerned.

Krishnaprasad S, Palakkad

Industries pollute

Ref: The right to clean environment (Aug 24).

A stark difference has been seen after the

early 1990s when our economy opened up and
the pollution of water bodies increased. Even
though pollution control boards—central and
state—took measures to control water pollution,
industrial pollution has been rampant.

P Narasimhan, Dharmapuri

Judicial authority

Ref: Level playing field (Aug 23).
Disqualification must remain tied to
convictions by the judiciary; shortcuts that
eject elected representatives upon mere
detention will corrode the presumption of
innocence and federal checks. A ‘level playing
field’ would ideally consist of fast-track trials
with safeguards and statutory oversight of
enforcement agencies—not summary removals.
Sanjeev Jha, Dethi

Pan-global reach

Ref: Postal service to US first to take hit (Aug
24). Despite declining usage in the digital

age, India Post remains a dependable and
affordable service, often more trustworthy than
private couriers that overcharge customers.
Unlike courier firms, India Post ensures

wider reach, especially in rural areas where
alternatives are scarce.

R S Narula, Patiala

Overlooked fatalities

Ref: They are not strays, they are ours

(Aug 24). The article is weighing heavily in
favour of our canine community. Neither the
administration nor the activists come forward
to think of the plight of the hapless living
victims of dog bites leading to immense
physical/mental suffering and even death.
AM Chakravarty, Hyderabad
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Integrated Air Defence Weapon System: Another feather in DRDO cap

he successful maiden flight
Ttests of the Integrated Air De-

fence Weapon System ([AD-
WS), a multi-layered air defence
platform, by the Defence Research
and Development Organisation
(DRDO), add another dimension to
our military capability. Incidentally,
this capability was made abundantly
clear in the post-Pahalgam conflict
with Pakistan when our armed
forces were able to protect our terri-
tory from aerial attacks and degrade
its air defence substantially. That
episode underscored the pressing
need for India to further indigenise
its air defence capacity, reduce de-
pendency on imports, and develop
layered platforms that can counter
a variety of threats simultaneously.
[ADWS is a natural extension of
this strategic thinking. According to
DRDO, IADWS is unique because

it brings together three indigenous
components into a single, integrated
platform. The first is the Quick Re-
action Surface-to-Air Missile (QR-
SAM), designed to engage multiple
targets at medium ranges with high
accuracy and reliability. The second
is the advanced “Very Short-Range
Air Defence System (VSHORADS)'
missile, which protects low-flying
aircraft, helicopters, and drones at
shorter distances. The third compo-
nent is the high-power laser-based
Directed Energy Weapon (DEW),
which uses concentrated energy to
neutralise aerial targets with un-
precedented speed and precision.
The seamless integration of
these three systems makes IADWS
a formidable multi-layered shield
capable of addressing both con-
ventional and asymmetric aerial
threats. Defence Minister Rajnath

Singh highlighted the significance
of this achievement, noting in a so-
cial media post that the successful
test has established the country’s
multi-layered air defence capabil-
ity and will strengthen area defence
for critical facilities against enemy
aerial threats. His remarks reflect
the confidence that Indias political
and military leadership now repose
in indigenous innovation, a shift
from the past when dependence
on foreign suppliers often left In-
dia vulnerable to delays, cost esca-
lations, and geopolitical pressure.
The broader message of the IADWS
success is also about self-reliance.
In the past decade, the Narendra
Modi government has insisted on
Atmanirbhar Bharat in defence
production, encouraging public
sector laboratories and private en-
terprises alike to innovate and de-

liver cutting-edge technologies. The
IADWS flight test is therefore more
than a military breakthrough—it is
also an affirmation of the country’s
scientific and industrial capacity to
design and execute complex systems
that were once thought to be beyond
reach.

That said, India cannot afford
complacency. While this achieve-
ment strengthens deterrence, the
regional  security environment
remains fraught with challenges.
China, despite a recent thaw in
relations, continues to be an un-
predictable neighbour. Its strategic
embrace of Pakistan remains intact.
With Field Marshal Asim Munir,
Pakistan’s assertive and pugnacious
army chief, consolidating power, the
Beijing-Islamabad axis poses a dual
threat to India’s security. Both coun-
tries have a history of coordinating

strategies to keep India under pres-
sure, and neither has given New
Delhi reasons to extend unqualified
trust. Therefore, even as India cel-
ebrates the IADWS milestone, poli-
cymakers must focus on the larger
picture. It is vital to accelerate pro-
duction, ensure rapid induction of
these systems into the armed forces,
and continue iterative upgrades in
response to evolving technologies.
Development of counter-drone sys-
tems, expansion of cyber resilience
for air defence networks, and inte-
gration of artificial intelligence for
real-time threat assessment are the
pressing priorities. Towards this In-
dia must deepen cooperation with
friendly powers to secure access
to advanced sensors, surveillance
tools, and satellite-based systems
that can complement indigenous

capabilities.

RAULAPATI
SEETHARAM Rao

he police system in our
country has to under-
go changes to emerge

from its shadows. It is time for
them to perform their duties
with dignity—not out of fear,
pressure, or impatience to get
quick results, but with true
values, accountability to the
law, and professional ethics.
This is not meant to criticize
or teach morality to today’s
police or to say that what they
are doing is wrong.

However, if this system
continues to operate under
stress, fear, and disrespect,
treating their profession
merely to pass time, the soci-
ety will be mute spectators to
the complete collapse of this
crucial department,

First and foremost, there
is a need to understand for
whom the police serve and
uphold their professional
ethics. The law grants them
the authority to file cases and
conduct investigations. Fur-
thermore, to ensure justice,
they must arrest suspects and
gather evidence. It is precisely
in this evidence-gathering
process that police find them-
selves caught in a helpless po-
sition.

There is growing pres-
sure—often from govern-
ments desperate to maintain

The onus of upholding the law is on police dept

When businessman Donald Trump became a political leader, ‘diplomacy’ lost its meaning; ‘tariff’ is the new potentweapon

their existence—that imposes
time limits like “resolve this
case by this evening,” thereby
placing the department in a
vulnerable state. Only when
the police system breaks free
from this helplessness can it
perform duties to the required
levels and with respect and in-
tegrity. It is easier said than
done, but why are the police
not trying to step out of these
shadows and sincerely work
to solve cases?

Analysing the reasons re-
veals some important facts.
Democratically elected gov-
ernments—legitimate  rep-
resentatives chosen through
elections—end up focusing
only minimally on welfare
and development. After pow-
er struggles are settled, they
spend the rest of their term
preparing for the next elec-
tions, leading to a cycle of
stagnation.

Earlier, politicians of every
hue adhered to values that en-
sured government institutions
functioned with discretion—
knowing what each branch
should or should not do—and
avoided misusing power for
personal gain. Governments
never brazenly forced the
police to break laws through
undue pressure, insisting that
whatever the government said
was law. That is why democ-
racy was able to take root in
our nation, even if only for a
few years.

In other democratic coun-
tries, corruption within the
police system is quite rare.
This is because everyone—
senior government officials,
opposition leaders, politi-
cians, and citizens alike—ad-
here to democratic wvalues,

In other democratic countries, corruption within the
police system is quite rare. The meanings and aware-
ness of crime, criminals, and criminal justice are shared
not only by the media but also by intellectuals and
community leaders. However, values have been eroding.
Until a few years ago, there was a culture in the U.5. of
holding any president accountable in public, no matter
their weaknesses

respect the law, and uphold
the principle that no one is
above the law. The mean-
ings and awareness of crime,
criminals, and criminal jus-
tice are shared not only by the
media but also by intellectu-
als and community leaders,
which helps prevent crimi-
nals from being honoured,
protected, or given ofhcial
positions. However, recently,
especially in countries like
the United States, values have
been eroding. The leadership
has changed direction. When
the Watergate scandal was
exposed, the then-president
became a laughingstock. Un-
til a few years ago, there was
a culture in the US. of holding
any president accountable in
public, no matter their weak-
nesses.

But when businessman
Donald Trump became a
political leader, the concept
of ‘diplomacy’ lost its mean-
ing, and ‘tariffs became the
primary weapon. How long

and to what extent Trump,
who makes an announcement
every minute, will drag down
America and other countries
is something only time will
tell.

Setting aside the police
systems of other countries for
now, experts, police special-
ists, and constitutional schol-
ars can carefully discuss and
agree on implementing cer-
tain measures in our country
in accordance with the law.

Police must not hesitate
even a bit to register the First
Information Report (FIR). In
cases where the offense is not
legally recognized as an FIR-
worthy crime, some suggest
closing the case. Sending the
final report to the court will
reduce pressure on the police
by half, while delays caused
by police in registering FIRs
will only increase the pres-
sure. Unfortunately, police
have sometimes sidelined FIR
registration. The reasons are
well known. Continuous su-

pervision by higher authori-
ties on this crucial matter can
help marginally improve the
situation at the police station
level. Supervision by higher
authorities must become a
continuous process.

Following the police man-
ual should be mandatory.
Material evidence needed to
be submitted to courts must
be sent immediately! The
DSP should constantly check
whether these tasks are being
carried out properly. When
case registration and notings
in the general diary are done
regularly and in the right
manner, cleansing will begin
right at the police station level.
Mention of whoever is held in
lockup must be recorded in
the general diary. At present,
the need to resort to third-de-
gree methods has decreased.
Keeping detainees in lockup
(illegally and unauthoris-
edly) has caused the police to
overstep their boundaries and
become mere puppets in the
hands of leaders.

It is, after all, the responsi-
bility of the police to uphold
the law. According to which
suspects must be sent for re-
mand within 24 hours with-
out fail. If the police intend
to interrogate suspects, they
can conduct the process in a
designated room at the police
station. When the police carry
out everything transparently
and responsibly, it is difficult
to find fault with them. The
enforcers of the law are ac-
countable to the lawmakers
(legislators) and to the judges
who interpret the laws, at least
until they themselves take
the law into their own hands.
Anyone who manipulates the

law for personal gain is unfit
to live in a democratic system.
Once this simple truth is rec-
ognized, no one can exert un-
due pressure on anyone else.
But if governments, opposi-
tion parties, and public repre-
sentatives believe that only the
police are responsible for pro-
tecting the public system that
has now turned into a money-
driven mechanism, then it is
inevitable to think they are
gradually opening the door
to authoritarian, Hitler-like
thinking!  Authoritarianism
has no place in a democracy.

Governments are account-
able to the Constitution,
whose depth is interpreted
by the judiciary. As long as
one system does not intrude
upon another, everything
functions properly and well
within the framework of the
Constitution. Only when all
systems function properly can
a democracy be considered
mature.

The police must enforce
the laws, and the elected gov-
ernments must govern, while
the judiciary must protect the
Constitution.  Governance
runs smoothly if the founda-
tions remain untouched. Only
when lawmakers uphold con-
stitutional duties properly can
they have the right to be ques-
tioned within the constitu-
tional framework. If they for-
get this, then anyone has the
right to question them! Those
who are in power would face
the consequences slowly but
surely if they ignore adher-
ence to law.

(The writer is a retired IPS
officer, who has served as an
Additional DGP

of Andhra Pradesh)

Wings of progress or peril? Need for a rethink on Indian civil aviation

DR SREERAMULU
(FOSIKONDA

INDIAS civil aviation sector
has been a symbol of tech-
nological progress and global
integration, enabling mobil-
ity, trade, and connectivity.
With a history that dates to
February 18, 1911, when the
first commercial airmail flight
took off between Allahabad
and Naini, India has grown
into the third-largest domes-
tic aviation market in the
world.

According to the Ministry
of Civil Aviation, the country
has over 150 operational air-
ports, while in 2023-24, more
than 350 million passengers
traveled by air within and
outside the country. The civil
aviation sector contributes
significantly to India’s econ-
omy, generating employment
for over four million people
directly and indirectly while
contributing around $72 bil-
lion annually to the GDP
It has accelerated tourism,
regional development, and
medical emergency services
while enhancing India’s global
connectivity.

However, the potential of
civil aviation is marred by an
emerging crisis of safety and
accountability, exemplified by
the tragic Ahmedabad plane
crash on June 12. The Aircraft
Accident Investigation Bureau

(AAIB) report revealed pre-
liminary evidence of hydrau-
lic system failure coupled with
possible sensor malfunction,
raising critical concerns about
the 787 Dreamliner’s techni-
cal reliability and emergency
response protocols.

The woes of passengers:

Boeing, one of the world’s
largest aircraft manufactur-
ers, has faced significant
scrutiny over the years re-
garding its technological
integrity. Founded in 1916,
Boeing produced iconic air-
craft, from the Boeing 707 to
the 787 Dreamliner, which
have revolutionized air travel.
However, its safety record
has been increasingly under
question - the Boeing 737
MAX was grounded world-
wide in March 2019 after two
catastrophic crashes (Lion
Air Flight 610 and Ethiopian
Airlines Flight 302) killed 346
people, with investigations
revealing software malfunc-
tions in the MCAS system
and insufficient pilot train-
ing and the Boeing 777 and
787 models have faced com-
plaints regarding engine fail-
ures, cracked fan blades, and
fuel system leaks, leading to
multiple emergency landings
globally.

The Ahmedabad incident
adds to this troubling narra-
tive, underscoring the press-
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ing need for Boeing to intro-
spect and prioritise rigorous
testing over market pressures.
Unlike the Covid-19 vaccine
rollout, where emergency
authorisations were neces-
sitated by the pandemic, air-
craft safety is not bound by
such urgency, and Boeing has
the moral and operational re-
sponsibility to conduct exten-
sive pre-deployment testing to
prevent avoidable loss of lives.

According to the Direc-
tor General of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) data, over 1,500
people have died in plane ac-
cidents in India since inde-
pendence. Besides, the tragic
deaths of Dr. YS Rajasekhara
Reddy (the then Chief Min-
ister of Andhra Pradesh in
2009) and actress Soundarya
(2004) in helicopter crashes
continue to evoke suspicions
of technology failures or
possible conspiracies. While
no conclusive evidence has
emerged to confirm foul play,
these incidents highlight the

systemic challenges in avia-
tion safety governance and
the opaque nature of high-
profile accident investigations
in India.

Technology is meant to
make human life simpler,
easier, faster, and smarter. Yet
when it fails, it must not trans-
late into a death sentence, as
seen in aviation tragedies.
What we need is technology
with a human face where sys-
tems that place human safety,
dignity, and control at their
core, ensuring that machines
remain tools in the service of
life, not masters of fate. Civil
aviation, as a high-risk sector,
demands robust managerial
and technical checks, regular
audits, independent safety
inspections, and transparent
disclosures.

It is unacceptable that cost-
cutting and competitive pres-
sures compromise the safety
of millions. The International
Civil Aviation Organiza-
tion (ICAQ) has consistently

recommended that human
factors, crew training, and
technology maintenance re-
ceive equal priority in safety
frameworks.

Aviation authorities must
ensure: 1. periodic compre-
hensive system checks on all
critical aircraft components
are enforced; 2. advanced
simulation training for han-
dling rare but catastrophic
failures is mandated for pilots
and 3. maintenance records
are transparently reviewed by
independent safety boards.

What Indians can do now?

The Ahmedabad crash has
instilled fear among Indian
travelers, with many families’
expressing reluctance to let
their loved one’s travel by air,
particularly for non-essential
reasons. The collective trauma
of such incidents erodes pub-
lic confidence, forcing a re-
consideration of the necessity
of air travel.

Given the availability of
advanced virtual platforms,
Indians should consider lim-
iting air travel to unavoidable
circumstances while prefer-
ring online meetings for busi-
ness and academic purposes.
This not only reduces personal
risk but also contributes to en-
vironmental sustainability by
lowering aviation emissions,

To ensure aviation serves
society responsibly, the fol-

lowing steps should be taken.

1. Boeing and other manu-
facturers must conduct
exhaustive tests and in-
trospect on technological
failures.

2. The DGCA and Ministry
of Civil Awviation should
enforce stricter airwor-
thiness checks, enhance
transparency, and establish
passenger compensation

mechanisms in cases of |

negligence.

3. Airlines should disclose
maintenance and safety
audit results to the public
regularly to build trust.

4. Passengers must weigh the
necessity of air travel and
consider alternatives, prior-
itising safety until systemic
changes assure reliability.
Unless aviation manufac-

turers like Boeing introspect

on their failures and regula-
tory agencies enforce uncom-
promising safety protocols,
the promise of air travel will
remain overshadowed by its
perils. As India navigates its
journey toward becoming a
global aviation hub, the guid-
ing principle should remain
clear that “technology must
have a human face. It must
protect, not endanger, lives.”
(The writer is Assistant
Professor (Sociology) at
Banaras Hindu University,
Varanasi. Views expressed are

his personal)

Spread space knowledge among students

his refers to news reports that Prime Minister

Narendra Modi has expressed that space explosion
is the next goal for India. Astronaut Subhanshu Shukla
is keen that students must hone knowledge about space
exploration. In fact, a similar sentiment was echoed
by ISRO Chairman Dr Narayanan, when he was being
honoured with a Doctorate by Osmania University
recently. He stated that his goal and dream was to
design a 40-storey tall rocket with a 75-tonne payload.
We wish that these would be translated soon. After his
meeting with the Prime Minister, Shukla said that Modi
had assured that India will build a pool of 40 to 50
astronauts. This is a thrilling development. I urge Modi,
the ISRO chief and Shukla to depute a team of experts
in batches across schools. They can explain about the
role of ISRO, the astronauts, goals, focus areas and
about the basic technology needed to make rockets.
Many students can certainly get motivated to pursue a

career in the exciting field.
G Murali Mohan Rao, Secunderabad-11

Soaring beyond frontiers

he historic initiative in space technology marks

a remarkable leap forward for Indian space
ambitions. With the launch of an extensive Earth
observation satellite constellation, Indian firms, under
INSAPCe’s guidance, are showcasing innovation,
self-reliance, and a bold vision for the future. This
pioneering collaboration will not only fortify the
country’s leadership in global space technology but
also foster invaluable solutions for agriculture, disaster
management, and national security. All those involved
in setting up this stellar example of scientific excellence
and forward-thinking partnership should be lauded.

S. Rahamathulla, Kadapa-516003

Revanth blames KCR ‘law’

elangana Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy has
mentioned that the law enacted by the KCR
government to restrict total reservations in the state
to 50 per cent has emerged as a big hurdle for the
Congress governments proposal to implement 42 per
cent reservation for backward classes (BCs) in the state.
Revanth Reddy asserted that the Congress was bent on
helping BCs in this regard as Rahul Gandhi had made
the promise. He opined that with the present state
of reservation, BCs would not get even one per cent
reservation in local bodies, among others. This needs to

be pondered on a broader scale.
S Lakshmi, Hyderabad

Our egos are too big

his refers to the article ‘Small people big egos’ (THI

Aug 22) by K Krishna Sagar. It is a masterpiece that
rightly dwells deep into the malaise that affects human
relations at every level, including family relations,
workplace connections and our societal responsibilities.
We place our egos so high that we turn a blind eye to
our real growth as human beings. This is a downward
trend for our society. We come across as being
arrogant, self-centred and all-knowing individuals with
no time for healthy and meaningful conversations with
people around us. The fake lives we lead today are full
of social media gratifications and likes. This is more
evident among the restless younger generation, who
seem to carry their ego on their sleeves. They refuse to
take advice from their seniors at the workplaces but are
hooked on social media influences, who often mislead
them. We hardly care to introspect our behaviour,
mannerisms and interpersonal communication. Our
egos are so big that today we don’t feel the necessity
to sit down and settle our differences, which is quite
worrying. The writer has rightly stressed on the need
to cast aside our egos and adopt simplicity and develop
respect for our elders and seniors. To lead a fulfilling
life, we must make our egos small and ourselves big.
Only then can there be real growth for us as human
beings. That way, we can contribute in a big way
towards building a healthy and a happy society.

Parimala G Tadas, Hyderabad-50

thehansreader@gmail.com

‘Political Ganesh idols’ leave artisans
struggling in Channapatna

RAMANAGARA: As Ganesh Chaturthi approaches,
anticipation fills the air in Channapatna, famed as the
“Toy Town.” However, the festive spirit is overshadowed
by an unexpected political storm. Local politicians,
seeking publicity and voter influence, have begun dis-
tributing free Ganesh idols, severely impacting the live-
lihood of traditional idol artisans who depend on this
season for their income.

The festival of Ganesha, celebrated with immense de-
votion across homes and streets, has traditionally been
a crucial economic period for idol makers. This year,
however, politics has intruded. MLA CP Yogeshwar
(Congress) and JDS Taluk President HC Jayamuthu are
actively offering free idols to residents. Their teams are
registering names across villages and towns in the taluk,
handing over idols at no cost to anyone who signs up.

This political strategy, aimed at garnering goodwill
and visibility ahead of potential elections, has backfired
catastrophically on local artisans. Traders who invested
heavily months ago, commissioning or crafting thou-
sands of idols, now face a deserted market. Customers
who pre-ordered idols months in advance are now de-
manding refunds, opting instead for the free political
handouts. The sudden, large-scale free distribution has
completely dried up demand.

“The politicians have stabbed us in the stomach,” la-
mented Vinay, a distraught idol trader. “If they had an-
nounced this free distribution two or three months ago,
we wouldn't have invested lakhs of rupees in preparing
or procuring these idols.

Read more at
https://epaper.thehansindia.com
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Will new US envoy help to
repair ties under threat?

ith suspended trade talks, penal tariffs, which were revealed to

be sanctions rather than a tax on imports, and the deadline for

the application of those sanctions for importing Russian oil

(August 27) approaching, India-US ties can be said to be in
rocky waters. Coming amid this climate of disagreements is the nomina-
tion by Donald Trump of his close aide Sergio Gor as the next US
Ambassador to India.

To say the appointment of an official whom Elon Musk had only recently
described as “a snake” is unusual would be to invite scorn for an oxy-
moron. Given Trump’s sustained campaign against illegal immigrants, it
may also sound a bit unusual that Gor is himself an immigrant who came
through Malta to the US to become a naturalised citizen.

The US President, Trump, tends to tear up the rule book and toss con-
ventions and traditions out of the window in most things he has been
doing. Gor’s appointment to a key post as envoy to India in these diplo-
matically tough times as geopolitics is being churned would have to await
Senate clearance, which might take time, but the intent to keep India on
the hook is clear enough.

It is more than likely that this storm caused by Trump’s tariff and sanc-
tions tantrum would either have blown over by the time Gor comes to New
Delhi, or it could still be raging much to India’s discomfiture as trade of
around $190 billion has had such uncertainty thrust into it. Addressing the
immediate crisis in the relationship may not be so much that of the new
envoy — who will also be Special Envoy for South and Central Asian
affairs — as that of Trump and his closest circles in which India has
become a target.

The unfairness of punitive sanctions in the absence of any such action
against China as the biggest buyer of Russian oil nor against Europe
whose trade with Russia is far higher than India’s has been stressed. But
the response has only been hostile, as evidenced in the use of phrases like
“profiteering from oil” and “maharaja of tariffs” even as they are accom-
panied by India being described as the “road to peace” and “prized free and
democratic partner” with a special place in America’s strategic outreach.

External affairs minister Jaishankar has minced no words in pointing
out the incongruities in Trump’s jaundiced approach to India, emphasis-
ing that there are red lines India will not cross in any negotiations on trade
with the US. The Indian dairy sector is one in which millions of small
stakeholders make a living off a few cattle and the bigger agriculture seg-
ment is India’s pride as purveyor of food security for the world’s largest
national population.

The grip of the trade imbroglio is such that India is currently helpless to
pursue any remedial action in the absence of any forum to put its point of
view across to Trump. Unlike China which has control over rare earth
minerals, besides holding a lot of US Treasury paper, and Russia, whose
hypersonic weaponry has the clout to keep the US on guard, India has no
leverage to persuade a relook at the sanctions, leave alone the base 25 per
cent tariff on all Indian imports that kicked in earlier.

“Cajole, don’t confront” must be the watchwords as India grapples with
the trade complication. It would be a get out of jail card for India if the
Ukraine war is paused or ended by Russia. Until then, the vibes will be
cold with the US regardless of old strong ties.

Fair rolls onus on EC, not voter

he Supreme Court’s latest instructions to the Election Commission of India
I (EC) with respect to the special intensive revision (SIR) of the electoral roll in
Bihar will help make the process more voter-friendly and transparent.

As per the directives, the EC will have to accept Aadhaar card as one of the docu-
ments to prove a voter’s eligibility for being retained on the electoral roll. The EC
has also been directed to accept the documents submitted electronically. Aadhaar
numbers have no solid legal backing yet, but most Indians possess one, and hence
it will help many retain their voting right while the facility to submit the docu-
ments electronically will help those who are outside the state, especially the
migrant labour, meet the EC’s requirements.

The EC has of late announced that it has received the documents 98.2 per cent of
the electors in the draft voters list; it is expected that it will touch 100 per cent with
several days to go for the publication of the final list on September 30. While the
news is welcome, the concern most people have raised is not about those who have
been retained on the draft list but about the 65 lakh people who have been removed
from the rolls. The two measures the SC has announced will help many of them to
get back to the rolls. The SC has also asked the political parties to be part of the
process and help the electors submit the documents.

The crucial issue, however, is about the power of the EC to remove a voter from
the list without giving the affected person a chance to state his case. It is only with
the intervention of the court that the EC has even published the list of “evictees”.

While none should object to the attempts of the EC to sanctify the electoral roll,
there must be legal protection for the citizen to retain his name on the list unless
the EC can prove that a name needs to be removed from the rolls as per the law. In
other words, the revision being just and fair must be the responsibility of the EC,
and not the voter.
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India’s foreign policy is in
need of fresh stewardship

Bharat Bhushan

ith its dream

of reaching

greatness by

hanging on to

the coattails of
the United States going bust,
India needs to radically
rethink its foreign policy.
Rather than the ongoing ten-
tative recalibration, it needs
to be redesigned from the
ground up.

Although Indian political
leaders value loyalty to a
fault, this cannot be done by
the same actors who were till
recently bending over back-
wards to please Washington.
The shock of the punitive
tariffs imposed by US
President Donald Trump has
led to Indian ministers and
officials making a beeline to
Moscow and Beijing. This
180-degree flip is being pre-
sented as strategic agility.

However, both Moscow
and Beijing will not fail to
see the outreach as damage
control although they will
welcome it as a step towards
a broader multipolar re-
alignment. An India that is
spurned by the US fits into
their play on the larger glob-
al chessboard. Indeed, Mos-
cow has even suggested re-
vival of the trilateral Russia-
India-China (RIC) dialogue,
a potential building block of
a non-Western alliance.

India, which because of its
democracy, pluralism and
rule-of-law had far greater
credibility than the authori-
tarian regimes amongst the
nations of the Global South,
is now forced to make com-
mon cause with them.

India may claim that it is
doubling down on its “spe-
cial and privileged strategic
partnership” with Russia,
but its foreign policy estab-
lishment still has one leg
firmly in the American
camp. India’s love-fest with
the US, especially with Mr
Trump, was also facilitated
by the same actors.

Recent invocations of
India’s sovereignty were
absent when they pushed
India into the US camp,

while continuing to nod
timidly towards Moscow for
the sake of form. They also
facilitated India’s role as the
cat’s paw of the US against
China.

China, earlier than most
other countries, understood
the shallowness of the Indian
strategic vision. It also had a
good measure of the person-
alities leading India’s for-
eign policy. They were fully
aware, even while engaging
with them, that they could
not walk the talk. This was
evident in India’s refusal to
even publicly acknowledge
China’s belligerent incur-
sions across the Line of
Actual Control in Ladakh,
including in the summer of
2020.

China has responded to
India’s current attempts to
pivot by condemning the
punitive US tariffs as “bully-
ing” and invited India to join
its stance as defender of a
rules-based system of trad-
ing under the World Trade
Organisation.

Having till recently urged
the boycott of Chinese goods,
including the purchase of
“small-eyed” Ganesha idols,
the Indian government will
now have to re-position
China as a cooperative part-
ner rather than a strategic
threat.

Meanwhile, China has
already begun to take advan-
tage of India’s perceptibly
weakened position. Chinese
foreign minister Wang Yi’s
recent visit to New Delhi
marked a movement for-
ward from stalemate to tacti-
cal engagement, but two
developments stood out —
India agreed to an “early
harvest” approach to border
settlement, and the Chinese
claimed that India had recog-
nised Taiwan as a part of
China.

India had earlier preferred
a comprehensive border set-
tlement but under Chinese
insistence it seems to have
agreed to settle the border
along Sikkim under the
“early harvest” proposal.

Recall the jamboree
of South Asian
leaders who attended
Mr Modi’s oath-taking
in 2014. Ten years
later, India’s
relationship with its
immediate
neighbours has never
been as fraught as it
is today.

This would isolate the
Sikkim boundary from the
other disputed sectors —
western, middle and eastern
— on China’s border with
India. Experts believe that
this will help China to settle
its border with Bhutan “with
an eye towards the Doklam
plateau”, with India gaining
little.

On Taiwan, China claims
that India has recognised it
as a part of China, and India
has clarified that while it
supports “one China policy”,
it remains focused only on
Taiwan’s “economy and cul-
ture". China has said that
this was contrary to what
had transpired at Mr Wang
Yi’s meetings in New Delhi.

Much of the reengagement
with China appears transac-
tional — restarting direct
flights, promoting trade and
holding summits. Core dis-
putes like the standoff in
eastern Ladakh and China’s
active intelligence, surveil-
lance and reconnaissance
support to Pakistan during
Operation Sindoor have not
been addressed effectively.
Clearly, ties are nowhere
near normal and suspicions
persist.

India is essentially buying
time through tactical recali-
bration with Russia and
China, hoping that mean-
while things will improve
with the US. However, India-
US relations henceforth will
be marked with caution, if
not distrust, even if the US
tariffs are reduced.

Nearer home, the foreign
policy missteps are even
starker with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s “neigh-
bourhood first” approach
being reduced to mere
rhetoric by the foreign poli-
cy establishment. Recall the
jamboree of South Asian
leaders who attended Mr
Modi’s oath-taking in 2014.
Ten years later, India’s rela-

tionship with its immediate
neighbours has never been
as fraught as it is today.
Leaving Pakistan aside,
India's failure to improve
ties with other South Asian
countries is a shocking testa-
ment to the failures of the
architects of its foreign poli-
cy. Meanwhile, suspicion of
India in multilateral forums
of the Global South, because
of its close alignment with
the US, is likely to persist.

Some blame India’s failure
on the global stage on Prime
Minister Modi’s faith in per-
sonal diplomacy —
focussing on high-profile
summits, his personal rap-
port with world leaders, his
frequent foreign visits and
support from the social
media. While these factors
shaped India’s and Mr
Modi’s international image
briefly, they fell short of
achieving substantive for-
eign policy outcomes.

However, much of the pre-
sent failure lies on the heads
of those who encouraged
him on the path of “prestige
diplomacy” and convinced
him that India’s road to
greatness passed through
Washington DC. They accel-
erated the strategic align-
ment with the US through
the “Quad”, defence deals
and cooperation in the Indo-
Pacific (a term coined by the
US to pander to Indian egos).
They did not foresee that
none of this would shield
India from economic coer-
cion. The tilt towards the US
has also come at the cost of
underinvesting in other rela-
tionships.

Those who showed lack of
economic foresight in for-
eign policy by not recom-
mending diversification of
markets, failed to secure
exemptions for Indian goods,
actively promoted appease-
ment of Donald Trump and
delayed pushback against
the US need to be held
accountable.

They have eroded India’s
position, making it vulnera-
ble through its strategic mis-
calculations. Verbal gym-
nastics about strategic aut-
onomy may have their value
in diplomacy but those res-
ponsible for India’s foreign
policy predicament need to
make way for others to allow
the nation a fresh start.

The writer is a senior jour-
nalist based in New Delhi
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FINE MPS FOR
ABSENCE

V. Rakesh Kaushik,
Coimbatore

NOT A MAOIST

In a self-defeating bid to tarnish the
Opposition’s Vice-Presidential candi-
date Justice B. Sudershan Reddy’s rep-
utation, Union Home Minister Amit
Shah has described the retired
Supreme Court judge as ‘pro-Maoist’.
By holding the judgment that he
authored with Justice S.S. Nijjar in
2011 leading to the disbandment of
Jalwa Judum against him instead of
praising the verdict for ending the
bloody massacre of innocent tribal peo-
ple and upholding the inviolability and
paramountcy of human rights, Amit
Shah has lent legitimacy to an outfit
notorious for its ruthless killings in the
tribal belts.

G. David Milton, Maruthancode

GOING OVERBOARD

The Kerala government and the
Travancore Devaswom Board have
gone overboard by sending Minister
V.N. Vasavan to personally invite the
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister, M.K.
Stalin, to attend the Global Ayyappa
Sangamam to be held in Pamba on
Sept. 20. There is no gainsaying the fact
that this move is pointedly aimed at the
Hindu vote bank. I am afraid the TN
CM will not be present at such a con-
gregation. Why invite an atheist to a
religious event, especially one related
to a Hindu God, just for the sake of invi-
tation?

S. Vaithianathan, Madurai

Pradeep S. Mehta &
Purushendra Singh

Why tariff threats

by Trump’s USA
could be wake-up
call for New Delhi

en US President Donald Trump anno-

unced his intention to impose a 50 per

cent tariff (25 pc plus 25 pc penalty) on In-

dian imports, it triggered predictable al-

arm bells in trade and business circles. Mr Trump’s

transactional, “day-trader” approach to diplomacy

often prioritises headlines over holistic strategy, and
has a history of using tariffs as blunt instruments.

But while many view this as a looming crisis for

Indian exports, it could in fact be the jolt India needs
to accelerate overdue economic reforms, diversify its
trade relationships, and strengthen its role in global
value chains.
Strategic relationship: India and the United States
share a multi-dimensional partnership. The relation-
ship spans defence and space cooperation, technolo-
gy partnerships, climate collaboration, educational
exchanges and shared geopolitical concerns in the
Indo-Pacific. Initiatives like the Quad, IMEC and
bilateral dialogues on critical and emerging tech-
nologies all point to the reality that Washington and
New Delhi are strategic stakeholders in each other’s
futures.

In other words, while tariffs might grab the head-
lines these days, they are not the sum total of US-
India relations. Even under a Trump presidency, it is
unlikely that cooperation in defence, counter-terror-
ism or Indo-Pacific security would suddenly be aban-
doned. The challenge, and the opportunity, lies in
insulating the broader relationship from the volatili-
ty of trade dynamics, as Mr Trump thinks.

Adding to the debate, US trade representative
Jamieson Greer recently argued in an article “Why
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We Remade the Global Order” that such aggressive
measures are necessary to reshape trade for Am-
erica’s benefit. This framing is a wild mischaracteri-
sation. The global order is not America’s to remake
unilaterally, and certainly not through punitive eco-
nomic measures that disregard the mutual benefits
of open, rules-based trade. Such rhetoric alienates
partners, fragments supply chains and risks acceler-
ating the very instability it claims to prevent.

If history is any guide, steep tariffs will hurt US
consumers and businesses as much, if not more, than
Indian producers. Tariffs are effectively a tax on
imports, raising costs for businesses and households
in the US. India’s share in US imports includes phar-
maceuticals, textiles, auto parts, IT services and spe-
cialty goods, all of which have few immediate substi-
tutes at the same quality and price. This means that
the cost burden of a 50 per cent tariff will land large-
ly on American buyers.

For India, the near-term pain may be concentrated
in specific export sectors, but long-term damage is
avoidable — if we act decisively and uniformly.
Need radical, not incremental, reforms: India has
been talking about integration into global value and
supply chains for years. The 2025 Union Budget
included discussions about deregulation. This is the
moment to shift from incremental tinkering to radi-
cal reform. We need to:

® Simplify trade procedures to make export and
import processes more efficient.

m Address logistics bottlenecks by upgrading ports,
warehousing and multimodal transport links.

B Deregulate deeply so that businesses, especially

SMEs, can operate at global standards without
drowning in paperwork.

m India becomes not just a low-cost producer but a
hub of innovation and high-value manufacturing.

| Create a national compact comprising all states,
political parties, civil society and trade unions to
work together to achieve the goals.

By doing so, India can move its GDP growth rate
from the current six per cent towards the ambitious
8.5-9 per cent range, which is necessary for becoming
a developed country.

One of the biggest lessons from any trade discord is
the danger of over-reliance on a single market. The
US remains a crucial partner, but India should deep-
en trade ties with other nations, including in So-
utheast Asia, Latin America and Africa. These re-
gions present growing demand for Indian goods and
services, and building these linkages now would
reduce vulnerability to unilateral actions by a single
country. Groupings such as Brics and reviving the
Russia-India-China (RIC) alliance are other routes.

We must also capitalise on the ongoing reconfigu-
ration of global supply chains. The US-China trade
truce, extended by 90 days, is driven by Washington’s
inevitable reliance on Beijing’s control over critical
minerals — the bedrock of EVs, semiconductors, and
other advanced technologies.

The US use of unilateral, punitive measures
against third countries undermines the very rules-
based international order it claims to champion.
Such actions erode trust, distort markets and weak-
en the World Trade Organisation’s authority. India,
as a key voice among developing countries, should
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continue to push for fair, more transparent trade
rules and multilateralism. This is India’s vision of
“Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam” (world is one family).
Playing the long game: President Trump’s mercur-
ial approach to trade policy should not distract India
from its long-term objectives. Engaging the US on
strategic and technological fronts, while simultane-
ously insulating our economy from policy shocks, is
the way forward. Government-to-government
engagement on defence, space, health, education and
climate will and should continue uninterrupted.

Rather than respond to tariffs with retaliatory mea-
sures that escalate tensions, India should focus on
strengthening its competitiveness, diversifying its
markets and leveraging global partnerships. It has
started taking action on this in various manners:
pushing deregulation; creating a support fund of
320,000 crores for affected SMEs and accelerating
efforts to find new markets. In the bigger picture, the
best thing any country can do for the world economy
is to take care of its own economy and society.
Strong, stable, prosperous countries make for a
stronger, more resilient global economy. For India,
that means realigning and repurposing its role in
global value chains, not as a passive participant, but
as a proactive shaper of the future trading system.
We can do it only if all parties in the country decide
to come together.

Pradeep S. Mehta is the secretary-general of CUTS
International, a 42-year-old leading global public pol-
icy research and advocacy group. Purushendra
Singh works for CUTS International.
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Sergei Gor: His
Master’s Voice

Apparently it was an ambush, the way the Ministry
of External Affairs learnt of the naming of Sergei Gor as
the new putative ambassador to India, a post lying va-
cant for over half a year. Dr Jaishankar’s throwaway re-
action that held “read about it’ could be both sardonic
and genuine. The minister must have read about it in
Truth Social, the same way the rest of the world did and
almost at the same time. After all, we learnt about the
cessation of our brief hostilities with Pakistan from
Trump. And only recently the minister was saying what
a big problem it is for India that the American president
conducts his diplomacy in public. Indeed, if the name
of Sergei Gorokhovsky (that was the moniker Gor went
about with for about half his life) and his curious desig-
nation had floated up through the usual channels, it was
bound to have raised hackles in New Delhi. For Gor is
to be a two-in-one appointment, Ambassador to India,
as well as Special Envoy on South and Central Asian Af-
fairs. That is a vast

swathe of the world | If the name of
for someone whose Sergei
connection to Central

Asia is tenuous at Gorokh ovsky

and his curious
designation had

best: Gor was appar-
ently born in Tash-

kent. His connections

to India, or indeed, 'ﬂ oated up

South Asia, would be throug hthe

even more feeble, | usual channels,
having busied himself it was bound to
in making himself .

useful to Donald | A2ave 7"&2..5'603
Trump by way of his | hackles in New
publishing copious Delhi

amounts of Trump-
think. Gor’s collected thoughts on India wouldn't even
fill a thimble. The last time Washington pulled that des-
ignation, Special Envoy, on India, it was met with fierce
resistance. Trump himself might have been tempted to
exclaim, ‘Nasty! If he had been a South Block mandarin.
Be that as it may, at the ripe young age of 38, Gor still
has a lot of teeth that need serious cutting in this part of
the world. He is likely to bring a rare messianic zeal into
his mission; ergo, New Delhi will have to brace for a
much bumpier ride ahead as part of the hoi polloi, not
as aspirant to the High Table at the United Nations. Gor
works for a man who claimed he would solve Ukraine
overnight. He works for a man who thinks he has suc-
cessfully mediated between India and Pakistan. The
tendency for meddling is only going to go up with flinty
Gor positioned in New Delhi. We can only hope that he
is not afflicted with a severe case of Delhi Belly, with all
the travelling he will have to do—euphemistically and
pejoratively otherwise referred to as shuttle diplo-
macy—between, let’s say, New Delhi and Islamabad,
while getting his master’s task done. But, as they say, we
are Vasudeva Kutumbakam. In other words, Welcome
Brother Gor! There is a good book waiting here to be
written and published.

SC guidelines on
stray dogs

]—;w most recent Supreme Court order on stray dogs

in Delhi, modifying its order of August 11, is a balanced
and humane one on a vexed issue that had, in the past
few weeks, pitted people against people. However, it
does not bring great comfort to those who see danger
or hazard in negotiating public areas with strays loiter-
ing unless, of course, the local administration acts
swiftly on the court’s directions. The three-judge bench,
stating that stray dogs should be released in their terri-
tories after vaccination and sterilisation, categorically
said that dogs with rabies or aggressive behaviour
should always be immunised and kept in shelters, that
feeding strays in public places is banned, and that dedi-
cated areas should be set up for feeding.

This came as a relief to dog lovers and animal activists,
who have been up in arms since the previous order in
which the two-judge bench remarked on the rising
“menace of dog bites leading to rabies” and ordered all
strays in Delhi and suburbs into shelters. Delhi, by one
estimate, has over a million strays loitering around.
While the strays, often called “indies”, are fed and taken
care of by charitable organisations, dog lovers, or animal
activists, their growing population has meant nuisance
for many and life hazards for a few. Stray dogs have at-
tacked and mauled people, especially children, in a
number of instances or have caused deadly rabies. India
accounts for 36 per cent of the total rabies-related
deaths in the world, according to the World Health Or-
ganisation.

Parents who have lost little children to a pack of
strays, carers to those who were attacked and injured
by strays, older or senior citizens who cannot negotiate
a street comfortably, and children, especially when they
carry food—would still be agitated that the problem has
not been sufficiently addressed. Their concern and fear
are justified. No one should have to deal with a pack of
dogs when they step out on roads, walk on pavements,
play and shop. Dog lovers and animal activists, though
their hearts bleed for the silent strays, have been unable
to offer safety or comfort to fellow human beings, some-
times even their neighbours. Their unwillingness to see
the risks posed by strays has been rather baffling.

The SC order has drawn firm lines now—on feeding
and on dogs being taken to shelter—and has placed the
onus on local administrations. Banning feeding in public
places and regulating it to dedicated areas so that strays
are not hunting for food all over will bring relief to both
sides. But it all depends on how swiftly local adminis-
trations now implement the order—on feeding, sterilis-
ing, and sheltering strays with rabies or showing
aggressive behaviour. The efficacy of the administration
will decide, in the coming months, if the SC order has
made a real difference or not.

The Road Ahead

JAYAPRAKASH NARAYAN

he Parliament

witnessed

heated debate

on the 130th
Constitutional Amendment Bill
seeking removal of ministers ac-
cused of criminal offences and ar-
rested and detained in custody.
Much of the debate is on expected
lines in a polarised polity and so-
ciety. A closer examination will
help us look at the issue through
the prisms of democratic matur-
ity and public interest.

The Lok Satta movement pion-
eered the Election Watch move-
ment in 1999. As part of Election
Watch, a highly credible, non-
partisan, transparent exercise
was conducted with public par-
ticipation to identify prominent
candidates for elective office with
a criminal record.

A list of 42 candidates with seri-
ous criminal records was re-
leased. Later the Supreme Court
directed that candidates must file
an affidavit declaring their crimi-
nal record, if any.

All this exercise was under-
taken to expose the soft under-
belly of our political system;
criminalisation of politics is the
most egregious symptom of a
deeper crisis in our democracy.

That there is a huge problem of
criminalisation of politics and un-
desirable persons ascending to
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high office is undeniable. A cur-
sory glance at the affidavits filed
by candidates shows that 35% to
45% of the elected representatives
face some criminal charge or
other. Many of these charges are
linked with political agitations
and violations of prohibitory
orders. Sometimes, cases are reg-
istered without any credible evi-
dence.

After excluding such trivial or
false cases, it is reasonable to con-
clude that about 10% to 15% of our
legislators face serious and
credible criminal charges. This is
unacceptable in any democracy. It
undermines credibility and trust
and seriously erodes quality of
governance. The argument that a
person is deemed innocent until
convicted based on proof beyond
any reasonable doubt and, there-
fore, should have the right to be a
minister until conviction is ab-
surd. The standard of proof
applies to conviction in a criminal
case, not to holding high constitu-
tional office. It is reasonable to ex-
pect that our political executive
must be above suspicion of crimi-
nality.

In recent times, things have be-
come even more brazen and
shameless. Lalu Prasad Yadav re-
signed as Chief Minister of Bihar
once charges were framed by a
criminal court in the fodder scam

case in July 1997. Lal Krishna Ad-
vani set an example when he re-
signed in July 1993 as a Member
of Parliament when implicated in
the Jain Hawala Scandal and vol-
untarily stayed away from con-
testing elections until he was
exonerated by courts.

The decline in standards of
conduct now is so precipitous that
ministers incarcerated by courts
for months without bail are
claiming the right to continue as
ministers while in jail! This is dys-
functional to democracy and un-
healthy in public life. Given the
context, it is reasonable that
people want politicians facing
serious charges to be removed as
ministers.

But there are problems with
the proposed Bill. First, pro-
longed incarceration of the ac-
cused is rare in our system of
justice. The norm applied by our
courts is ‘bail, no jail. Wealthy and
influential people often get ‘antici-
patory bail and avoid arrest even
when they face grave charges.
Second, in the Arnesh Kumar
case, the Supreme Court, in 2014,
gave directions which make it
very difficult to arrest a person
accused of any offence punishable
with imprisonment for a term of
less than seven years. Therefore,
the proposal in the Bill for re-
moval of ministers in prison for
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over 30 days for offences punish-
able with five years’ imprison-
ment is largely infructuous. Third,
government employees face auto-
matic suspension if they are in
custody for more than 48 hours; a
30-day arrest requirement for a
minister to be removed is illogi-
cal. Finally, in a system where
crime investigation is entirely
under the control of the elected
government of the day, it is rea-
sonable to be apprehensive that
the law will be selectively applied
to harass or victimise political op-
ponents while shielding those in
power.

Given these realities, what can
be done? Doing nothing in the
face of increasing criminalisation
and erosion of public trust and
democratic values is not an op-
tion. Perhaps it would be wiser to
apply a different standard other
than arrest. Sections 8 and 8A of
the Representation of the People
Act, 1951 (RPA), list the offences,
which entail disqualification from
elective office upon conviction.
Conviction is very rare in India;
without confession, often ob-
tained by coersion of the weak ac-
cused persons without any
means, it is extremely low—of the
order of 10% to 15%. Even where
there is a conviction, it often takes
years and decades. But the list of
offences in sections 8 and 8A is

Let's begin with a small step
in our fight against corruption

Doing nothing in the face of increasing criminalisation isn’t an option.
It would be wiser to apply a different standard other than arrest

reasonable. It will be prudent if
any minister against whom a
court frames charges involving
any offence listed in secs 8 and 8A
of the RPA is disqualified from
holding the office of a minister
until the case is concluded in
court. If not convicted, the pen-
dency of charges will not be a bar
on contesting elections and be-
coming legislators, but they can-
not hold executive office until
they are exonerated.

In order to make sure that
charges are not framed in a per-
functory manner, we can institute
a safeguard in respect of min-
isters. Under the National Secur-
ity Act, any preventive detention
should be ratified by an Advisory
Board headed by a high court
judge within two weeks. In re-
spect of the framing of charges
against ministers and incumbent
legislators, a similar safeguard
can be incorporated.

All this will not end criminal-
isation; it will bring some
measure of dignity and credibility
to the political executive in our
flawed democracy. Let us begin
the process with one small, ra-
tional, and acceptable step.

The author is the founder of Lok Satta move-
ment and Foundation for Democratic Re-
forms. Email: drjploksatta@gmail.com /
Twitter@jp_loksatta

Of Indian courts, collars and

the collateral damage

India has already proved it can do the big, complicated things. The

SANJEEV KOTNALA

tray dogs on the

street, teenagers

hooked on bet-

ting apps, the
courts hitting the gavel to bring
decorum, the government scram-
bling for leashes, and the opposi-
tion? It howls anyway.

Welcome to the grand circus,
where foresight is rare, hindsight
is abundant, and decisive action is
always one headline too late.

I'll admit my biases upfront. I've
been a long-standing critic of on-
line betting. Never once have I
seen it as a “game of skill”. It is ad-
diction wrapped in glitter and al-
gorithms. Families have lost
peace, kids have lost savings, and
we continue to debate whether it
was a game of skill or whether it
can be considered a sport.

Yes, I'm a dog lover. A pet par-
ent, too. Our family dog, Milo Kot-
nala, even finds his name printed
on my daughter’s wedding card.
But love aside, I cant deny the
problem strays have become in
our cities. Packs roaming un-
checked, attacks mounting, and
emotions clashing. This is no
longer about “feed or don't feed”.
It’s a public safety issue—while we

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

fail to recognise who has been
creating this problem. Where are
the vaccination and neutering
programmes? How many are
licensed pets? Why are the de-
signer breeds and aggressive
breeds being allowed to breed
and be adopted?

So, I, too, have my POVs. They
are personal, polarised, and
maybe biased. But that’s precisely
why I expect the government to
act contextually. Not with senti-
ment, but with sense. Because if
lawmaking bends to every bias,
we might as well govern by a
Twitter poll.

The larger problem is the pat-
tern. It never changes. First comes
denial. Then, there is a delay; fi-
nally, a regulation when the chaos
is too big to ignore. By then, the
problem is no longer an issue; it’s
an established ecosystem that
needs to be shaken.

Take crypto. For years, experts
flagged it as scam-friendly. We
weren't sure—was it an innova-
tion or fraud?

The indecision gave fraudsters
a free market. Only when ordi-
nary citizens lost lakhs in “guaran-
teed return” apps did the taxman

swagger in.

Cyber scams? Every family has
a story. Money siphoned off via
fake links, jobs, and apps. For
years, they were brushed aside as
“one-offs”. Today, it’s a nationwide
epidemic. The criminals use Al;
the state issues advisories. Who
do you think is winning?

Same with betting apps. Same
with stray dogs. Same with a
dozen other festering messes.
Governance by crisis is not gov-
ernance. It’s firefighting, with the
citizen as the fuel. Now the gov-
ernment has shown it can be
bold.

Article 370’s removal was deci-
sive, not dithering. Aadhaar now
powers welfare and banking. The
UPI is Silicon Valley envy. Rural
electrification and connectivity
schemes have genuinely moved
the needle.

When political will aligns with
foresight, India delivers. Fast. Big.
Bold. So why the inconsistency?
Why would a government that
rolled out the UPI in record time
take decades to leash the betting
apps or tackle stray dogs? Why do
we show urgency only on the
grand stage but lethargy on the

everyday street?

And then, of course, the opposi-
tion. In India, dissent is not rea-
soned; it's reflexive. If the
government says white, they must
scream black. If the government
bans betting, they cry nanny state.
If the government curbs strays,
they shout cruelty. Constructive
criticism? That’s passé. Walkouts
are easier. Disruption is trendier.
Applause for the government is
career suicide.

Which leaves a vacuum. And
when Parliament refuses to work,
the courts step in. Judicial over-
reach isn't ambition, the courts
will tell you; it's compulsion.
Somebody has to decide. But this
drift is dangerous.

Where does the court stop and
the legislature begin? If judges
must weigh in on crypto, dogs,
exams, and even wedding proces-
sions, then what are MPs for? Is
Parliament a debating chamber
or just a waiting room for court
orders? And if this continues,
should we start electing judges in-
stead of lawmakers?

Democracy outsourced to PILs
is not democracy. It’s abdication.

This cannot go on. Courts must |

need now is to extend that decisiveness to everyday crises

remain interpreters of law, not
daily managers of policy. Govern-
ments must anticipate, not just
react. Opposition must do its job
in Parliament, not in TV studios.

Yes, there will always be more
than one view. Yes, collateral dam-
age is inevitable. But decisive gov-
ernance means taking the
contextual call—even if it hurts
some, even if it offends others.
Leadership is not about avoiding
backlash today; it’s about securing
stability tomorrow.

India has already proved it can
do the big, complicated things.
The need now is to extend that
decisiveness to everyday crises—
crypto scams, cyber frauds, strays,
betting and more. Because if Par-
liament doesn’t reclaim its turf,
the courts will keep doing the
heavy lifting. And we, the citizens,
will keep footing the bill.

Until then, the script writes
itself. Governments trail the prob-
lem. Opposition trails the govern-
ment. Courts trail both.

And the citizen? Forever led by
those who are one step behind.

Sanjeev Kotnala is a brand and marketing
consultant, writer, coach and mentor.
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Sholay’s Original
Ending
“Gabbar is back—to die this
time.” Sholay’s 4K restora-
tion with its original ending
heads to TIFF, thrilling cine-
philes even as Indian fans
await screenings. The film’s
characters—Gabbar, Tha-
kur, Sambha, Soorma Bho-
pali—are cultural
touchstones. A restored
print promises cinematic
catharsis and renewed de-
bate over censorship’s leg-
acy. Let the classic ride
again—Dhanno and all.

K. Chidanand Kumar,

Bengaluru

Ukraine Talks
Needed
The Alaska summit end-
ing without a Ukraine
peace deal disappointed,
especially after promises
of a swift resolution. Ex-
cluding Ukraine’s presi-
dent weakened credibility.
Negotiations must con-
tinue with realistic time-
lines, security assurances,
and humanitarian relief.
India can contribute by
advocating principled dia-
logue and de-escalation;
this is no era for wars.

N. R. Ramachandran,

Chennai

AnEnd To
Cyber Gambling

Apropos “Shutting down cyber-
casinos” (August 23). The Online
Gaming Bill, 2025, finally calls the
bluff on cyber-casinos dressed
up as harmless “skill games”. For
too long, these digital dens have
exploited hope and desperation,
turning clicks into crushing
losses. Unlike Vegas, these plat-
forms offered no rules—just end-
less stakes and silent ruin.
Banning all money-based games,
regardless of “skill” or “chance”, is
a much-needed check. Fines and
jail time should make fly-by-night
operators fold. While e-sports
and social gaming get a separate
lane, gambling disguised as gam-
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ing must end.

Remote-Controlled
Governance

If UPA was seen as in-
fluenced by Sonia Gandhi,
critics now allege the NDA
is steered by the RSS. India
needs leadership that
thinks independently, gov-
erned by constitutional in-
stitutions rather than
“external” lodestars. True
accountability demands
transparent decision-mak-
ing, parliamentary scru-

K. Chidanand Kumar, Bengaluru
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tiny, and robust federal-
ism—whichever coalition
rules.
Avinash Godboley,
Dewas

Rain And
Resolve

The rain-soaked
wreath-laying at the
War Memorial—Presi-
dent, Service Chiefs,
soldiers—embodied
quiet dignity and sacri-

fice. No umbrellas, no
theatrics, just steadfast
honour. In an age of
spectacle, such silence
teaches that patriotism
is duty lived, not dis-
played. Citizens should
witness moments like
this, to absorb the
Armed Forces’ values:
discipline, endurance,
and service in all
weathers.

Vandana, Chandigarh

Firmness And
Reform

The PM’s Independence
Day address paired a stern
warning against Pakistan’s
nuclear blackmail with
economic initiatives: GST
2.0 explorationand a Rs 1
lakh crore jobs push. If
executed well, MSMEs and
youth could benefit sub-
stantially. Emphasis on At-
manirbhar Bharat—seen
in indigenous weapons
during Operation Sin-
door—underscores stra-
tegic self-reliance.
Delivery rigor will define
outcomes.

Sanjay Chopra, Mohali

Debate With
Decency
TV debates often devolve
into disrespect and the-
atrics, with panelists trad-
ing partisan labels—"your
PM,” “your HM”—instead
of facts. Gestures and
jibes replace substance.
Broadcasters should en-
force standards: data-
driven arguments, civil
conduct, time-balanced
moderation, and penalties
for abuse. Public dis-
course must model demo-
cratic respect.

Sunil Okhade, Indore

Before And After

Indian cinema can be read
as before-and-after Sho-
lay: panoramic 70mm,
stereophonic sound, aud-
acious stunts, immortal
dialogues, and a towering
ensemble. From the train
dacoity opener to the cli-
mactic reunion, it fused
Hollywood-scale action
with Indian sentiment.
Marketing, music, and
myth-making converged—
answering the question
“What didn’t Sholay have?”
with near silence.

PVP Madhu Nivriti,

Secunderabad

Ceremony And
Statesmanship
The Opposition Leader’s
absence from the Red
Fort ceremony undercut
the day’s supra-partisan
symbolism. Democratic
theatre includes rituals
that transcend rivalry;
presence affirms respect
for the Repubilic, not the
ruling party. By skipping,
the Leader weakened the
Opposition’s constitu-
tional gravitas. On Inde-
pendence Day, the
tricolour should eclipse
every party flag.

Mohit Rawal, Ujjain




