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Chatbots & teen
safety: The limits
of ChatGPT’s
new guardrails

Soumyarendra Barik
New Delhi, August 19

OPENAIIS rolling out a separate version of ChatGPT for
teenagers, with tighter restrictions on conversations
around self-harm, suicide, eating disorders and sexual
content as concerns grow over the impact Al chatbots
can have on younger users. The move comes amid
mounting scrutiny of Al companies over cases where
teenagers who died by suicide had extensively interacted
with chatbots before their deaths.

Al chatbots and teens

Anumber of cases have opened the debate around Al
chatbots because they work differently from
conventional social media platforms. Al chatbots are

thatvalidate

0 b
users’ feelings. But this unchecked validation can inten-
sify suicidal behaviors and self-mutilation among
vulnerable children confiding their deepest fears.
One of the most closely watched cases involves 16-
year-old Adam Raine, whose parents sued OpenAl last
vear. They alleged that ChatGPT had validated his

TEENSATRISK

® A2025studyinthe US found
that ChatGPT provided danger-
ousresponses to teens discuss-
ing self-harm, substance abuse
and eating disorders, including
drafting suicide letters.

@ Another study found chatbots
suggested violence, self-harm
and substance use every five
minutes during testing.

suicidal thoughts and dis-
cussed methods of self-
harm before his death in
April 2025. OpenAl
acknowledged thatsome
of its safety protections
could become less reliable
over the course of long
conversations.

Thisyear, Character. AL
and Google agreed tosettle
alawsuit filed by the
motherof 14-year-old, who
died by suicide in2024

after y interact-
ingwitha Character.Al

chatbot. His motheralleged that he had developed an in-
tense emotional attachment to the bot. Experts warn that
children’s developing brains make them particularly vul-
nerable to Al systems that create dopamine responses.

ChatGPT for teens

OpenAl plans to place users it identifies as being under
18intoa more restricted ChatGPT experience. The com-
panysaysthe [eeu version will avold romantic or sexual

convi ion

around self-harm-re-

lated content and discourage the chatbot from presenting
itselfas conscious oremotionally attached to the user.
Parents will also be able tolink their accounts, set usage
restrictions and receive alerts in certain situations.
OpenAl will use acombination of signals to estimate
whetherauser could be under 18. These include how an
account is used, the subjects discussed and how long the
account has existed. ChatGPT can automatically place the
accoum under LhE teen safeguards evenifadifferent age
hi
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CAN A method of execution devised in co-
lonial India still satisfy the Constitution’s
promise of dignity? The Supreme Court on
Tuesday said it can, at least on the material
currently before it. The bench msmlssed a
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death under Article 21 of the Constitution.
Thecourtheld that thechallenge raninto
two hurdles — the 1983 precedent of Deena
vs. Union of India in which a three-judge
bench upheld hanging as a Constitutional
mode of execution, and Parliament’s deci-
sion to retain hanging while enacting the
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita (BNSS).

The method
In India, hanging is the prescribed
hod R p

the neck till he is dead”, The clause, which
has barely changed since it was introduced
in the CrPC in 1861, has survived multiple

now intheBNSS.

of execution, should it choose todo so.

Modern execution methods
han two-thirds of the world’s na-

8 that
have taken place
since 2001.

@ Themostrecent
ones werein 2020, of

have the four Delhigang

taken place between todeath between rapeand murder
1947 and 2025 2016and 2025 convicts.
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The right todie with dignity flows from
therighttolife guaranteed under Article 21
of the Constitution. The Supreme Court in
Gian Kaur vState of Punjab (1996) heldthat

tions—around 113— haveended the death
penalty in law or practice, according to
Amnesty International. Yet, a 2025 report
by the non-profitshowed a12%increase in

theright

executi tothepreviousyear,

heright
consequently to die with dignity.

The Supreme Court in Deena vs. Union
of India (1983), upheld the constitutional
validity of hanging after examining medi-
cal evidence, expert opinion, and com-
parative execution methods. The court
held that hanging, when properly admin-
1s(ered is a quick and certain method of

and doesnot vi Article21.1t
said that the process causes nogreater pain
than any other known method and avoids
“barbarity, torture and degradation”.

Why top court upheld hanging
The Union government maintains that
hangmg remains the “safest and quickest™
ion. Itsaid that nobotched

aresultofBritish Common Law. Historically,
‘hanging was carried out through the “short-
drop™ method. As the name suggests, it'sa
short drop that causes asphyxiation.
‘Today, modern executions rely on the
long-drop method. The longer drop is
meant toimmediately snap the second and
third cervical vertebrae (C2 and C3) and,
thus, the spinal cord. This is meant to in-
stantly render the the individual uncon-
scious, But the length of the drop must be
calibrated to the individual’s weight and
height. A drop that is too short can fail m

pain,” and i

They cited a1992study of the remains of
34 people hanged in England between 1882
and1945. Fracturesat C2-C3were common,
butthe “hangman’s fracture” —assumedto
cause near-instant death — showed up in
onlythreeofthe34 cases;sixdied ofasphyxi-
ation instead. They said this made hanging
neither quick nor controllable.

‘Anup Surendranath, Executive Direc-
tor of The Square Circle Clinic at NALSAR
University of Law — formerly Project 39A,
which intervened in the proceedings —

Fewer
executors,
more
executions
More than
two-thirds of the
world 's nations

execution has ever been recorded in India,
while lethal injection in the US carries a
well-documented history of failures.

The bench found no reason to revisit
Deena. It noted that the petitioners had
placed scientific material before the court
but held that the material did not displace
the basis on which Deena had been de-
cided. Nor did it establish that lethal injec-
tion, electrocution, lethal gas or shooting
offered an advantage over hanging,

It referred to the reasoning in Deena,
where hanging through the long-drop
‘method was dscnbedasaproc&ss intended
tobringabout iousness

The search for a humane method of
execution has led to varied practices, each
carryingitsownscientificand ethical con-
troversies. Hanging remains one of the
more widely authorised methodsof execu-
tion, particularly in countries influenced
by British Common Law, including India,
Singapore and Japan.A 2012 Cornell Law
School database identified 60 countries
that authorised hanging as a method of
execution. Other prevalent methods are:

Lethal injection: This is the primary
method inseveral USstateswherethedeath
penalty is allowed and heavily utilised in
Chma ln this method, a sequence of drug,s

onvict
a paralytic and finally potassium chloncle
‘The procec
tocompromised venous access.

1gle bullet):
Thisisused in China, North Korea, Somalia
and parts of West Asia. While visually viol-
ent and traumatic for executioners, pro-
ponents say it causes near-instantaneous
cardiac or neurological destruction.
Beheading: Saudi Arabia carries out
executions by beheading withasword. Itis
reliant on the executioner’s precision.
Nitrogen hypoxia: A recently intro-
duced method in the US involving the in-
halation of pure nitrogen gas. Itis designed
to cause ion without triggering

break the neck and result in prol

told The Indian Express that the studies.

placed raised coft-

strangulation. Conversely, ad:op thatistoo
long can risk decapitating the person.

Standard prison protocols dictate that
the body be left hanging for 30 minutes
afterthe trap door opens.

Thechallenge

The petition sought a declaration that
the provision prescribing hanging was un-
constitutional and argued that Article 21 in-
cludes a right to die through a dignified
procedure. They said the method is “ac-
companied by intense physical tortureand

® POLITY

cerns about the assumptions underlying

i mode of ion. Surendra-
nathsaid researchers who examined the re-
mains of executed prisoners found that
“people had notdied by this instant break-
ingofthe neck. Instead there were awhole
host of other very painful, long-drawn suf-
fering reasonsthat had caused theirdeath”.

Thejurisprudence

Section 393(5) of the BNSS provides that
where a person is sentenced to death, “the
sentence shall direct that he be hanged by

dthe
death penalty in
law or practice.
L]

Yet,a2025

through cervical fracture. The court said the
existing method continues to satisfy the
State’s obligation to carry out a death sen-
tence with “decency and decorum” and
without “degradation or brutality”.

While dismissing the petition, the

report
showed a 12%
increasein
executions
compared tothe
previous year.
—_—

oftreatingtheissueas
closed forever. It observed that Constitu-

nona] law evolves and that future chal-

the hypercapnic alarm response — that
panicked feeling of suffocation. Critics
argue it hasnot been sufficiently vetted and
amounts to human experimentation.

The legal debate over methods of execu-
tionis largely between how state powerand
human rights intersect. Reformists argue

ing cantake too muchtimeifthereare
anyerrors, constituting cruel and inhuman

dariseif n . medical
orempirical material
the assumptions on which Deena was de-
cided. It also left it open to the Union gov-
emment to examine alternative methods

1 . But while capital punishment
remains in use, finding an execution
method that balances the finality of state
action with the dignity of the individual
will remain a difficult question.

How India plans to count caste now, what went wrong earlier

memberof the expert committee towritea

Vikas Pathak it et iecti . Whatthe What happened after
New Delhi, August 19 In the 1941 Census, though detail:
The 1931 Census numberssay fromthe
W['l'HTHEReglsuarGeueml ofIndia dECId' Inthe193] Censusreport, therewerein- @ The Ministry of final (abulauon In the 1951 Census, ina
n-ended questior stances of caste groups ing them-  Social Justi d newly i India shaped by the
for th i 1 aste, 1 aste, or someti venim- lists ideals of equality and secularism, the gov-
the lack of a predetermined list of castes agmmg a new category to define 1,208Scheduled ermnment led by Jawaharlal Nehru decided

meansitwillbeup tomen-

arenot

and several pa

familiesoptingin. The teen versionisthereforean

attempt tored

f the ri:

1ship, rather than

Al
fix for them. Last

year, OpenAlintroduced parental controls, though critics
quickly demonstrated these could be easily bypassed.

‘@) Drishti IAS (0]

tion hisor her caste to the enumerator.

“If you identify your caste by your sur-
name, the census official will be duty-
bound toinclude it as your caste. If he mis-
spells your surname, that too will become
anentry in the caste column,” a senior IAS
officer told The Indian Express on condi-
tion of anonymity.

Itislikely to throw a plethora of entries
pertaining to what may be a single caste.
For mstance Ra)pul Thakur Singh, and

Secuons of the leather working caste
among Dalits inPunjab decided to assume
a new religious identity of Aad Dharmis,
meaning people who belonged to the “orig-
inal”, “pre-Aryan” religion of India. As
manyas 418,789, roughly the same number
as Christians in Punjab at that time, enu-

Aad Dharmis, acat-

Castes, with differ-
entcastes beingin
the category in dif-
ferent states.

® APressInforma-
tion Bureau year-end
pressrelease of 2022
lists exactly 730

egory that did not exist in 1921. The same
trend was noticed in other regionstoo, with
names like Adi Dravlda Adl Andhras, and
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hand region cuttingthrough Uttar Pradesh
and Madhya Pradesh may also mean the
Other Backward Class Lodh community,
and Singh is a surname cutting across
castes and categories.

Until the 1931 Census, when the data of
thelast census Lha[ enumerated caste were
released, th usedthe

same method. The1931Censusreport shows
i i a

AdiKar

‘The 1931 Census also oﬁered examples.
of multiple castes consuhdatmg intoa
ingle caste for'
claiming a new social status. “The best in-
stance of such a tendency to consolidate a
number of castes into one group is to be
found inthe grazier castes which aimat com-
bining under the term ‘Yadava’ the Ahirs,
Goalas, Gopis, Idaiyans and perhaps some
other castes of milkmen, a movement al-
ready effective in 1921, the report said.

Tribes.

report on th data in Telangana, told
The Indian Express that a predetermined
list was necessary:

“There arealready SC, ST and OBClists
recognised by thegovernment. Allwe need
is asimilar list of castes in the general cat-

there would be no ion,
The 2011 exercise of the UPA govern-
ment failed to produce usable caste data

egory,and we willthen h:
list,” he said. “Ir may still have a small mar-
gin of error, maybe 2-3%, but that will ac-

because of the problem of open- -
meration. The final dataset contained
nearly 46.7 lakh distinct caste names, com-
pared with the 4,147 castes recorded in the
last comprehensive caste census in 1931.
The Union government eventually with-
held the raw caste data.

In 2023, then Bihar Chief Minister Nit-
ish Kumar ordered a statewide caste sur-
vey. AnIAS officer aware of theexercise told
The Indian Express that the state officials
had compiled a list of castes for the pur-
pose, as not having a list would create an
administrative nightmare. After the survey
data came out, questions were raised re-

tually  rather
for open-ended caste enumeration.”

He added that there can also be col-
umns for “no caste” and “no religion” for
people not identifying with these.

Thorat also suggested that separate
questionnaires be prepared for effective
data focusing on the separate exclusions
faced by the Scheduled Castes (untouch-
ability related) and Scheduled Tribes
(physical and geographical isolation). He
underlined that such a questionnaire for
the OBCs was not required, as social and
educational backwardness would anyway
be cap[ured by the census exercise.

Yy
methodology.

Thesolution

Former Indian Council of Social Science
Research chairman S K Thorat, who wasa

also bequestions on the
hierarchies and exclusions within the SCs
and STs, as some castes are more deprived
than others,” said OPShukla, a Valmikiac-
tivist who has been raising his voice for
sub-categorisation of the SCs.
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From smentlfic research to geopohﬂcs- Why Indianceds a clear ‘Arctic narrative’
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Nor-
way and the North Pole —withoutavisaand
toengage in commercial ventures.

Today, India remains one of only two
developing countries with a permanent
scientific presence in the region, through
the Himadri research station in Ny-Ale-
sund, Svalbard. Thereport, however, high-
lights a concerning gap between India’s
ambitions and its capabilities.

VETERAN SUBMARINER AND SENIOR FELLOW, i i
VIVEKANANDAINTERNATIONALFOUNDATION L€ [1tdlian narrative
The first pﬂlar of such a narrative must
by ity. India’s eon
INDIA HAS long viewed its the remains icul-
withthe. scientific  ture still for roughly 18% of its
research. But the Arcuc isevolvingintoa  grossdomestic product and supports more
hub: h and geopolitics  than half of its population. Nearly 70% of

converge. Now, a report by the Parliamen-
tary Standing Committee on External Af-
fairs, titled “India’s Role and Presence in
the Arctic and Antarctic Regions”, asks:
Whatis India’s narrative on the Arctic?
Few realise that India, as part of the Brit-
ish Dominion, wasamongtheoriginal 14 sig-
natories of the 1920 Svalbard Treaty, which
entitles an Indian to visit Svalbard —an

India’s annual rainfall comes from the
southwest monsoon.

Scientific studies increasingly point to
an Arctic-Indian monsoon teleconnection.
Rapid Arctic warming and declining sea ice
alteratmospheric circulation patterns that
influence monsoon behaviour across
South Asia, affecting rainfall patterns, ag-
ricultural productivity, food security and

WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

The Svalbard archipelago, where India’s
Himadri research station s located.

economic growth in India.

Second, the Arctic isa major contributor
to global sea-level rise. If current trends
continue, entire low-lying island states —
such as the Maldives — face existential
threats. Large parts of Bangladesh. andslg—
nificantstretches of India’s coastlil

experience recurrent flooding and dis-
placement. By some estimates, more than
250 million people living in vul

Intermsofengagement, India’s present
challenge is structural responslblhry for
Arcti

coastal regions of South Asia could be af-
fected by mid-century.

ForIndia, thisisnot merely an environ-
mental issue. Large-scale climate-induced
migration from neighbouring reglons
could create

divisions within the Ministry of External
Affairs, The Arctic states and Arctic Coun-
cil-related matters are handled by four dif-
ferent territorial and functional divisions,
makmg a coherent whole-of-government
difficult.

ian, social and security challenges.

Geopolitical importance
TwoofIndia’sclosest strategic partners,
the US and Russia, are Arctic nations.
China, India’s principal long-term adver-
sary, has invested heavily in Arctic infra-
structure, research and shipping despite

Indna despite having an Arctic Policy
since2022, still lacksa dedicated senior offi-
cial responsible for Arctic affairs.

Polar Research Vessel
Withoutanice-class research vessel, In-

dia’s scientific footprint in the Arctic re-
mainslargely confined toSvalbard. Access

acquired a second-hand icebreaker from
Ukraine and developed indigenous capa-
biliry Today, it operates several polar-ca-

ryafter
Russxa tobe building a nuclear icebreaker.

Shortfallin funding

The report’s most striking revelation
concerns funding. India spent just Rs 17.53
crore on Arctic activities in 2024-25: less
than one-tenth of its expenditure on Ant-
arcticaand less than the cost of building a
kilometre of a flyover. For a region that af-
fects sea-level rise along India's 11,098-km
coastline and is a climate and geopolitical
hotspot, the figure appears apologetic.

Onthe mismatch between i interests and

beingan exua»reglonal state. to the wider Arctic Ocean depends on col- theC

The Arcticis ing as ionwith foreign onthe iftheArcticisi enough towarrant
a battleground for major powers, with avai]abi].itv of chartered vessels. anational policy, adedicated
mariti ity, and criti- notes that India needs ~ study,and

cal mineral supply chains intersecting.
India aiso maintains friendly relations

with other Arctic nations, aswasevident in

therecent India-Nordic Summit. The ques-

a dechcated Polar Research Vessel (PRV) to
undertake meaningful pan-Arctic re-
search. An indigenous PRV, despite being
sanctioned in 2014, is expected to be def

with Arctic states, why does India’s budget-

ary commitment suggest otherwise?
Indianeedsacoherent Arctic narrative.

TheArcuc Policy provided the: Eramework

tionis whether India i

atascale ithits interests.

epaper.indianexpresn;oom.. .

livered
China offers an example: it

New Delhi

The Par y panel i gaps.
Now, policy must translate into capability.
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‘My house help’s experience, and a
question: How can reservation go when
caste hasn't?’ — By Kumar Kartikeva
Log onto www.indianexpress.com
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bedi is the true foundation of
hbem The obedient must be slaves.
— Henry David Thoreau
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH
INVOLVESUSALL

Cancel with caution,
livelihoods are at stake

Count caste by all means. Butabandon
belief that counting settles anything

OGENDRA YADAV argued in
these pages (‘Caste census is
dead. Don't expecta formal an-
nouncementor funeral’, IE, Au-

a five-year aberration. Between 1999 and
2025, the OBC population nearly doubled, l‘-'

12)thatth censusex-
ercise has been quietly killed by atechnical
choice —anopen-ended question inviting

from 357 million to 674 million. Since India o {
added 456 million people in total over those s

26 years, agn was 36 per centofthe "{3 W
country in 1999 accounted for 70 per cent &
of every person it has added since. The

every Indian to name hisown caste, which ~ General category, meanwhile, shrank: SurJITS
in 2011 produced 4.7 million caste names 359 million to 350 million. BHALLA
HE PROTESTS against comprum\sed public examin- anda ient burial. His di is of D i latcatch-
ationsin IuIv hm| ightthe He- issortof p ive. Butin pro- hi of thing, because fertility leaves
mantSc drop-d menuinstead,headds a ﬂngerprmnn the age structure. A group
immediately. Nearly all their demands havebeen met that this “poses no difficulty for the enu-  growing because it is having more children
I; .nrkh-md like m.her tates, merator, as long as there is no confusion  must be over-represented among children.
mor ity of i i In about caste names A population growing at 4.6percenta

fact, g

Thati th anditisnot

ymustconfront
eduuanon and emplnyment that have given these tests outsize

ar .mmrrm-nr while
ithelpsthegovernmentunder can
a]so be aslippery slope. It skirts vital dnst[ncuons and short-cir-

vess. Itcanend updoing injustice tothose whocom-

peted in good faith and cleared the exam fairly. Overnight, the
2,000 individuals appointed after clearing the Jharkhand Staff
Selection Commission-Combined Graduate Level (JSSC-CGL)

about names. It is about incentives. Basic
'NSS-PLFSstatistics provide an explanation.
1In1999-2000, 35.7 per cent of Indians said
they were OBC. Fiveyears later, 409 percent
did. India’s population grew 1.8 per cent a
year. So the OBC population went from 357
million to 447 million in five years —a
gowm rate of 4.6 per cent a year. The Gen-

found without:

Those who cleared the exam had already suffered from the
unconscionable delays. Recruitment for JSSC-CGL posts began
withanoti ionin2015-16.In2024, the. High Court

i i i apaper
leak. In December 2025, the court lifted the stay and asked the
government to appoint successful candidates. Now, those can-
didates are again in limbo, creating, u'omcally, anew group of

Qutside. Mantralaya, harma
told this newspaper, “Never inour wildest dreams did we imagine
that the office where we worked in the morning would have us

&l €]

the.
ernment had cancelled the state Public Service Commission
exam, ordered a CID probe and arrested a director of TSR Data
Processing Private Limited (TDPL) — all exams conducted by
TDPL stand cancelled. The cancellation of exams that have

it hmlscrutmyl ablunt instrument that
ical points utaddressing the deeper i
have todo with systems and dwindling employ-

ment. It is the government’s responsibility to ensure that those
whogot Jobsaﬁerslrmgenl tests, vluoug,h a proces that wasup-~
heldbythecourt, arenot

take. For
too, the current moment calls fora pause. From Jantar Mantar in
Delhi to Jaipal Singh Munda Stadium in Ranchi, it has been an
arduousjourney, in the course of which the youngand those left
behind have demanded accountability and reform. They have
pushed the powerful to listen. This momentum must lead to
meaningful reform. ltwould be tragic ifit is frittered away.

ChatGPT for Teens is step
forward. It’s not enough

OR fdigital nati uponsmart-
phones and social media, Artificial Intelligence (AI) is
not what lies in the future. It is becoming a part of the
texmreof the: everydav Asoundmg board forcunoslty,

reassurance. Which i is why OpenAl 's ChatGPT for teens, which
1f-harm, violence, eating

ontent, along with parental Is, safety
alertsand other regulatory features, isawelcome, if overdue, in-
tervention. The new launch acknowledges what Big Tech has
consistently, and often wilfully, chosen to glide over — that
young users are a distinct category in need of specialised and
empatheticattention. Forthem, the dangersof Al are formidable:
Itishighly responsive, ic, and adept at mimick-
ingempathy. For. and a
sense of self, that.
ChatGPT for Teens arrives amid lawsuns inthe US alleging
that the chatbot contributed to suicides of teenagers, and a US
Federal Trade Commission investigation into seven Al com-
panies, including OpenAl, over the effects of their products on

sn'll ds

OBC,SCorST) population
‘went from 359 million to 342 million: They
shrank, at095 per centayear.

‘What would it take for the OBC popu.L':—
tion to grow that fast? The

year should be over young—
itschild-to-adult gap should dwarfthat of
the rest of the population. It does not. In
2004, the OBC share among children
under 15 exceeded the OBC share among
adults by just 2.0 percentage points, and
by 2025, that gap had narrowed to 1.2, even
as the OBC share climbed a further five
points. Had the growth been real, the gap
would be of an altogether different order:
At Hutterite fertility, OBCs would account
for three-quarters of all births and be over-
represented among, childrenby more than
30

theouterlimitofhuman
fentilityis the Hutterites, an Anabaptist com-
munity of the North American plains who

Evenatotal fertility
rate of six would require 20. By way of
contrast, Muslims, who genu-
inely do have higher fertility, are

Ask for caste, sub-casteand

were incentivised to reclassify.

A decade ago (‘Census, Christians and
Conversions', IE, August 29,2015), Tused the
sametest for the Christian population. They
havethe highest female education in India
and among the lowest fertility — 2.4
children per against 2.8 for Hindus

Indian arecord

ad last year
private investment stagnated. Net foreign di-
rect investment has fallen to 0.18 per cent of
GDP.Commentatorscall thisa failureofani-
mal spirits, and ministers appeal to indus-
triali invest at home. But nobody is be-

and 3.6 for Muslims (NFHS, 1998-99). Only
Sikhs were lower, at 2.3. Yet between 1991
and 2011 Sikhs grew at 1.2 per cent a year,
exactly as their fertility predicts, while
Christians — with virtually the same fertil-
1ty grew atl9 per cent, faster than the

| average.

Domg that demographically needs a fertil-
ity rate near 3.3, not the revealed 24.

‘Why? Incentives. One reason: A Chris-
tian of backward-caste origin can sit on
stateand central OBClists and claim reser-
vation, while simultaneously holding noti-
fied minority status with the institutional
protections of Article 30 — mmonty insti-
tutions set their own and are

having badly. A firm choosmg be(ween a
factory
investmenttreaty inIn-
dian courts before arbitration, 765 Quality
Control Orders where there were 14 in 2014,
and no trade agreement with the market
(USA) that absorbs $42 billion of Indian ex-
ports. It responds exactly as the incentives
instruct. So do the households that dis-
covered they were OBC in 2004.

T Ny :

count, the conversion numbers and the in-
vestment collapse; no proof required.
Soshould India have a caste census to
coun( correcdy”Yes Countcaste—Indiaal-
oncaste.

exempt from quota obligations. What he
cannot claim is Scheduled Caste status.
Two sets of benefits, from two classifica-
tions, atonce. Whether that is anomaly or
justice is a separate argument. That it cre-
ates an incentive is not arguable.

None of this is a claim about the hon-
esty of Indians. It isa claim about
human beings, and it is the least

Butabandon the beliefthat counting settles
anything, Ask for caste, sub-caste and sur-
name, never for category, sothe respondent
isnotinvitedtochoose: herownenm.lemeu[,
andlett] isti

sociologists, not the armchair types) map it
afterwards. Publish the microdata. And
checkeverycountagainst fertility — because

agroup requiresF

married early, used no contraception, and  over-represented among controversial proposition in tility has not grown. It has responded to in-

enjoyed good nutrition and medical care.  children by 3.2 points in 2004, surname, never for c&_ltcgory, economics. Peoplerespondtoin-  centives. Yadav is right that the Census is

Their total fertility rate — 109 childrenper ~ widening to 4.3 by 2025. That is so the respondent is not centives. They always have, beingkilled by design, Heistoogenerousin

woman — is the standard against which all ~ what a fertility differential looks invited to choose her own everywhere, and the responseis  supposingthat, absent the sabotage, itwould

other fertility isindexed. Between 1880and  like. The OBC numbers look like entitlement, and let usually invisible to the people  havetold usthetruth.

1950, their population grew from443to  nothingofthe sort. he statistical offi making the rules.

8,542. That works out to4.32 per centa year. The OBC share s rising almost the 5&_1“SHC oitice Readerswil i not Bhallais f the Technical Ex
India’s OBCs, on the survey evidence, as fast among adults as among mapit afterwards — for observing that T have been Group for the first official Household Income

out-reproduced the Hutterites. Norwasthis  children. Adultsarenot born. They making iment about Surveyof Indlia. Views are personal

For deep-tech fund, members’
connections are valuable assets  verydifferentone

‘OT ALL proximity isconflict-
ing, espec)ally Lf it u'nproves

that affect bureaucratic decision-making.
TheSO percent¥ RDIF limitto project financ-

informed d
By ovetstatmg the Luves[ee
“connections” of the Re-

private
investors have shared accountability.
As RDIF's institutional design is funda-

search Dev Fund

and
(RDIF) investment committee

judgingit

theeditorial (* ’I‘rusus key, tech fund needs

lensof procedural pmpnew govemmgcon-

", IE August 10)
the informational asymmetry bridged by
the presence of technology leaders in the
committee. In our opinion, deep-tech in-
vestment is a domain where expert judge-
ment requires proximity that enables a

ventional ic decisio
may notbeprudent. I.nstead nshouldbeas~
e 3

ness of its governance architecture in tack-
ling conflict of interest. The proof of the
pudding is in its eating. Out of the 15 start-

| atleast 10 haveclear

knowledge of tec ma-  upspublicl
~ turityanc ial viability, instituti founderli publicly
KRISHNAPRIY neithergovernmentofficialsnoracademic  funded premier technological institutions
AVS and scientific evaluz[o[salone canbnngto likeTITs,and most have:eceived priorexter~
the table. In fact, these "indus-  nalfunding, si irtechnical merit.
try veterans may be RDIF’s best assets. AdecadeintoStartupIndia, start-up reg-
If we look closely, the scheme’s design  istrations have burgeoned and India’s
Advisory C i hascomealong
be composed of “eminent industry leaders ~ way. Nevertheless, India is yet to produce
drawn from industry, investment and/or  many high-impact global scale-ups, par-
DEAREDITOR technology R&D sectors™. Inour opinion,  ticularly in technology-intensive sectors.
I di Sagree these connections should be treated ascru-  The RDIF is targeted to address this gap in
cialinputs for bridging the information gap ﬁonuer sectors. The; govemmem ’ssectoral
Aformightly i i forpri-

Ayounger BJP. butnota

HE BJP’S new national team under Nitin Nabin is
significant less for the scale of the reshuffle than for
what its composition reveals about the road ahead.
Ofthe 65 national office-bearers, 51 are new. Yet the
party! bacl i
as Ram Madhav and Smriti Irani, retained B L Santhosh, and
made room for younger faces and wider regional and social rep-
resentation. With the 2027 UPelection, the Presidential election
and the 2029 Lok Sabha pollsahead, the BJPis preparing for the
next phase before electoral pressure peaks.
Nitin Nabinisthe face of the change, but calling t. slmply hxs
team”would mi: picture. The new’
suggestsa bmader orgamsanonal exemse It is less abreak wuh
the past
tional archltecture that has worked bnngmg back experience

hereiti newer faces.
Tk i i longer
TheBIPisfirmly i fthe Hindi d

and western India; its room for growth lies in regions where its
electoral presence is limited. Representation from Karnataka,
‘Tamil Nadu, Kerala and Andhra Pradesh, along with the North-
east, ff ke thy isati i
national. DP ' ioni hi hy
push, whileK ind Anil Antony bring
states he BJPstillk it 100 L0 Grow.
Thisst not beread asashiftof the BIP’ feravity
to thesouth. Rather, it reflects an acknowledgement that future
expansion cannot come: onry from regions where the partyisal-

children. Metais currently facing atrial inthe US onthe ground column inwhich industry iltanddeeply  vate investment in technology sectors ready strong. The strategy is stralghtforward. Consolidate the
of delil igning Facebook and to exploit weinvitereaders ergagedv\nm Indxastechnokwyecosystem where the government has specific base, repair Thesocial
YOUngusers’v ili makingitsy ictive. totelluswhy, Whilef yand mec mission-mode initiatives. composition carries a similar message. Women OBCs Dalits,
world, thereisa against roll- o Essennal for political accuumabxhty ina TDB 'sInvestment Commmeensarecom tribal been
7 = ; 3 when they differ
outof Alservicestochildren. Chinahas moved o restrict Alsys- . i it 1ld not lystifle dy with the givengreater isibili -
tems that encourage emotional dependence; India relieson a “'”h, l.hecdlwnﬂl ascheme whose ef[emvexmplemenlauon xestingwith the TDB The chairperson and ism. As ﬂ.\eBJP 's electoral base has broadened its organisation
patchwork of laws, regulationsand platform-led interventions. Ppositions ornews g eccential forIndi musti reflect that social di
Thereisnoputting Albackin the box. Thechallengeistoen- coverageof The RDIFis: nota pubkc expendmuescheme, industry experts with impeccable creden- The changes in the digital and youth organisations suggest
sure that as its use becumes mewtabie, it does not come at the Indian Express’ rather mechan-  tials.F i unavoid- another adjustment. Amit Malviya has been replaced as IT cell
fyoung peor ism deployedaslow-interest ~ able cc between industry experts chief, while Tejasvi Surya has been replaced as president of the
by OpenAI arenot foolproof: Age predlcuon isstill an male Joan: orfund-of ibuti and potential applicants, pre-investment youth wing. This should not be read as a retreat from digital
theirage, and content rest Expert Provisionsinthe RDISpecial FinancialRules  guidelines to tackle conflict of interest, in- po].mcs The BJP was among the earliest pam% to build an ex-
only as effective as their enforcement. What is needed is inde- sud t address recyclingof capitaland itsreturnto  cluding mandatory recusal and “superma- dia inery. A ingisthat
pendent testing, greater transparency and independent scrutiny u ge‘:nen the Consohdatedl‘ Fund of India, makingita  jority” rules for choice of investee com- thepartyi: tharmachinerytoadigi that
alongside better digital literacy and sensitisation. The fact that requires .,«hs-r aone-  panies, areinplace. has become faster, more fragmented and less predictable. That
these pro(ecnons have come only after sustained pressure isa proximity that Tt RDIF signifies a shift from the tradi- Nitin Nabin is matters because younger voters can now generate political nar-
reminderthatc stbeleftto Big Tech enablesa approach and choice of companies whose  tional public-funded R&D grant model to the face of the ratives outside established party structures. Recent youth-led
alone. ChatGPT for Teens is a beginning. More work lies ahead. bined technology risk is overcome are strategic ~ onewherethegovernmentshar h b protests over exammauons and employmem are instructive —
EQmIR decisions that reduce government risk. tegic direction of technological progress ¢ 3“59- 'm notl i-BJPwave, but!
knuwledge of For agovernment scheme of its scale, ~and mobilises industry expertise and pri- callmg it show how quickly a specific grievance can enter the national
Bec au S e l)al‘e]]ts technologiml RDIF was operationalised in record time.  vate capital. Givenits importance toIndia’s simp]y ‘his political conversation. The reset, then, may not be about changing
i > maturity and By bringing in private-sector investment i i icau- team’ would what the BJP stands for, but ensuring that its organisation can
t l'k t l ial expertise, it aims to address real problems ~ tonomy, it must not be undermined by issth understand — and respond to — a changing India before that
00, l e 0 p ay commerc identifiedinthe wovemmem sfinancingof  political controversy. miss the change is reflected at the ballot box.
viability high larger picture
ARENTING IS one of the most rewardmg jobs in the d gapsintechnical The writers are with the ICRIER-Prosus Centre The writer teaches at Patna University
world, the popular trui It fthe har-
dest — which may be why fewer people are willing to
take it on. Governments anxious about falling birth
rates reach for the familiar arsenal of cash bonuses, tax breaks
and longer parental leave. Could there be something for them . R . :
toglean from the recent New York City initiative that asked what A0YEARSAGO Violence spreadsin Pakistan Security beltdilemma Rajinder and Gurdip, residents of Kabool

parents might need — besides money and infrastructure?

NYC’s “Parents’ Night Out” lmuanve offered four hours of
free, ised child ixto13, giving par-
ents the rare chance to go out on a date, catch up on chores or
simply inhabit, fora few hours, the unfamiliar luxury of having
nowhere they needed to be. There is something radical about
the idea of leisure as parental right, not privilege. Public policy
tendstosee parents through the duties they perform: Feedirg
clothing, educating, protecting. But
once had hobbies, friendships, interests and stretches of nme
that belonged entirely to them.

There isalargeridea here, about how public policy —usually
designed around what citizens must do, like work, commute,
pay taxes, etc.—can pay moreattention tothe question of what
citizens might need simply to enjoy. Lelsure, compamonshlp;
play, ivate
luxuries, rather than recogmsed asingredients of a happy s0-
ciety. NYC: public policy need not only
affordable ormore efficient. It can also make room for pleasure.

dunhurried

Nagar, were from a family of masons and

August 20, 1986
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r|;|y out in Pak as
Vi luknct spfud\

ANTI-GOVERNMENT demonstratorsin Pak-
istan clashed with the police even as the
army was called out in Sindh province to
crush the current agitation against the Zia-
ul-Haq government, in which at least 26
people have died so far. According to
reports, the agitation has spread to fresh
areas, including Lahore, following the

bythe forthe
Restoration of Democracy (MRD) to launch
acampaign to oust Gen Zia and force the
government to hold elections. Violent inci-
dents continued in Sindh province, a
stronghold of the Opposition, with demon-
strators ing railway track d buil
ings at some places.

epaper.indianexpresc.com.. .

THE GOVERNMENT is still in two minds
about whether or not it should go ahead
with the proposed bill to create a security
beltalong the entire India-Pakistan border
inthis session of Parliament.

Studentkilled by schoolmates

A17-YEAR-OLD schoolboy, Rajinder
Singh, was stabbed to death and his
younger brother, Gurdip Singh, received
stab wounds when they were attacked by
their schoolmates in Babarpur, a trans-
Jamuna colony. The assailants, Ashok
Kumar and Vishnu Dutt Sharma alias Raju,
have been caught by the Shahdara police.

New Delhi

both had recently completed Class VIl at

aschool near their house. Since this

school was only up tomiddle classes they
dmitted toth

Senior Secondary School, Babarpuv.

merely aweek ago.

Carbombkills20iniran

A CAR bomb ripped through a main
square in Tehran, killing 20 people and
wounding several others, the Islamic
Republic News Agency reported. The
blastat 8.20 a.m. local time (10.20 IST)
took place during the rush hour, in one of
the most crowded areas of the capital.




® WHAT THE OTHERS SAY
Jason Arday’s death raises
questions about how society treats
black success and failure.

— The Guardian
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Aninstitutionin freefall: Parliamentis
all dressed up with nowhere to go

THAROORTHINK
BY SHASHI THAROOR

HERECENTLY concluded Par-
liament session has confirmed
yet again that urgent action is
needed torestorethe “temple of
our democracy” to something
better than utter dysfunctionality. Our col-
lective failure to strike a balance between
partisan pol and 1ip
remains the most glaring weakness of our
parliamentary democracy. The Opposition
remams adamant that certain issues must

bammga ruthless, r&urce—nch Kauravaes-
Butc urvive
withoutabasi ionof

but faces a g that
i ign of
The Opposition perslsten[ly chooses dJS~

faith: the belief that even our fiercest rivals
care about the nation’s welfare, even if we

ruptionifitwon'tbek

‘houtand
some of its demands. Time, taxpayers’
money and meaningful debate are all lost.
Soalsoare opportunities for MPsto question
ministers, to raise constituency issues in

disagree | ly on how to serve it.
When we treat political adversaries as exist-
ential enemies, the common ground
required for governance vanishes.

This breakdown of democratic trust is
acollective failure. The ruling party was

Zero Hour or issues of national i
underRule 377, and to place on record their
views on the bills that the government
cheerfully passes amid the din.

‘The relationship between the govern-
mentand the Opposition has devolved into
an unprecedented bitterness. It was not al-
ways so. A foundational civility once gov-
erned our public life: Atal Bihari Vajpayee
took delight in recounting how Jawaharlal
Nehru treated him with immense courtesy
as a young Opposition backbencher, how
Rajiv Gandhi ensured he received medical
careintheUS, and how NarasimhaRaodis-
patched himtoGenevatorepresent Indiaat
acritical UN summit on Kashmir. Such bi-

just as i when it was out
of power. The very leaders who once cham-
pioned parliamentary obstruction as a
vital tool for enforcing executive account-
ability discovered, upon taking office, that
where you stand depends on where youssit.
Suddenly, disruption became an unpar-
donable sin. Unsurprisingly, the Opposi-
tion, having suffered under those tactics
for years, rejects the sermon. If the tradi-
tional Golden Rule urged us, “Do unto
others as you would have them do unto
you,” the new code of Indian
politics is farsimpler and far more
destructive: Do unto them what
they did unto you.

The Opposition persistently
chooses disruption ifit

ILLUSTRATION:

been exacerbated by the ruling dispensa-
tion. The current government displays a
barely concealed contempt for the legisla-
ture, preferring toride roughshod over the
Opposition rather than engage it. Unlike
Jawaharlal Nehru, who attended Parlia-
ment daily and treated it as the beating
heart of Indian democracy, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi rarely deigns to grace the
Housewith his presence. Over recent years,
the government has reduced Parliament
from a consultative chamber in a deliber-
ative democracy roamere nouceboaxd for
darub-

ber stamp for legalising them.

This systematic diminishing of Parlia-
ment strikes at the very core of our demo-
cratic order. Tragically, its own custodians
are a]luwmg the institution to be hollowed

BRICS isworking
forafuture
that puts the
planet first

BHUPENDER YADAV

SINDIA hosted the 12th BRICS Environment Min-
isters’ Meetingon. August 18inNew. Delhx under IPS
chaushxp it i

BRICS: for49.5per
cent of the world’s population, approximately 40
per cent of global GDP and 26 per cent of intemational txade,

agenda and the future direction of m(erndnonal Fo=

out, bris oapoint
bll! with forensic precision. an(ead voters  where the public will no longer even miss it
ir MPs by the. services  wheniti ivelyrendered i

they render and the raw, local political
muscle they command. The talent that
ought to be showcased on the floor of the
House has migrated to television studios.
Inturn, when party whips corral MPs into
the well of the House to disrupt proceed-
ings with organised shouting rather than
reasoned debate, party leaders signal that
they value partisan aggression far above

Butif Parliament is allowed to lose all pur-

pose, what will remain of our democracy?
Democracy requiresa rare, dellcate bal~

ance.Itdemands that politi

operation. Astheworld
lenges, BRICS that

climate action and mcluslve ngLh can advance logether
R 4 dialogue,

fierce ideological convictions during an
election, yet actively cooperate for the col-
lective progress of the nation once the bal-
lots are cast. This pnnmple is essennal to

Under the leadership of PM Narendra Modi, initiatives such
as Mission LiFE (Lifestyle for Environment) and Ek Ped Maa Ke
Naam (A Tree in the Name of Mother) have demonstrated the
value of combmmg ecologlcal restoration, public participation

build ahealthy

and These initiatives illustrate how cli-

parliamentary excellence. timeless lessons. from democranc history, e on, y conservation, building and
Atonetime, political parties dif-  global nd th nature livelihood enhancement can reinforce one another when pur-

ferentskillsin theirleaders: Themassmo-  of public service. When both sides concur sued through integrated appmaches

bilisation of the “politics of the street"and  that national i be prioritised Itwasinthi that India’s BRICS'

the debating prowess of the “politicsof Par-  over partisan rivalrie hift by the visi by PM Modi: “Just as we brought inclu-

liament”. When the “politics of the street”  fromzero-sum obstructionism to construe- sivitytoourG-20 placed theGlo-

has invaded Parliament, the “politics of
Parliament” has no place to go, impover-
ishing our democratic discourse and ren-
dering the possibility of national consen-

sus on progress untenable. Some gocd
work continues in parli; y commit-

tees, mostly away fromthe media
glare, and in the absence of the
camerasthat placea premiumon
disruptive grandstanding. But

partisan grace is today unimaginable. There is also a glaring discon- won'tbe heard; the what the public sees isdisruption,
Instead, Indian polmu hasdescended  nectbetween parliamentaryper-  government refusestoreach  the absence of dialogue and a
ion.Each and electoral success. out and accommodate even complete breakdown in com-

side claims the mantle of absolute virtue
while writing off the other as irredeemable.
To the ruling party, dissent is branded as
“anti-national”; the Opposition, in turn, casts
itself as an outnumbered band of Pandavas

LETTERS
To THE EDITOR

Party reshuffle

THE EDITORIAL goes on to hit the
nail onthe head by observing that
the BJP’s latest rejig, involving the
to-and-fro of certain key individ-
uals, will be assessed more by their
respective ability to contribute
towards making it future-ready
(‘Rejigin party must be reset for
governance’, IE, August 19). The
BJPresetcouldbea firststepin
theright direction, butthe long-
awaited reshuffling of PM Modi’s
Cabinet also remains quintessen-
tial for ‘resetting the governance’
inthe given critical scenario
acrossthenation.

SKGupta, viaemail

Deepenties

STRENGTHENING INDIA-
JAPAN relations offers substannal

Representatives are elected (and
re-elected) for reasons that have
almost nothing to do with their
ability toskewera minister during
Question Hourordissecta flawed

VIKRAM SINGH

ASTHE Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF)
marked its Ralsmg Day on July 27,the cel-
ebrations this
‘year. The CRPF, which has been at the fore-
front of India’s internal security operations
for decades, has also been central to one of
the most
of i Th i
Left Wing Extremism (LWE). PM Narendra
Modi, in his message on the occasion, high-
lighted the CRPF’s courage and commit-
ment, while the force’s role in the campaign
against Naxalism has been particularly vis-
ibleinthe forests of Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand
and other parts of the former Red Corridor.
The Centre declared the country free from
Naxalism on March 31,2026.

Foraregion that for decades was associ-
ated with ambushes, armed cadres and
‘Maoist control, thisisa turning point. It also

mutual benefits

largerthan ilitary d

do-
mains, while advancing their
shared visionof a free, open,
peaceful and rules-based Indo-
Pacific (‘A changing Asiademands
more from Delhiand Tokyo,
together’, IE, August 19). Defence
cooperation through joint

TeEs et et

featofani

What
Corridor? The answer will determine how
durable the government’sachievement is.
Home Minister Amit Shah’sapproach to
LWE brought together intelligence-led op-
erations, greater coordination between cen-
tral and state forces, disruption of Maoist fi-
nancmg’ nehabllltanon and a sustained

logisticsarrangements can

enhance maritime security and

regional preparedness. Initiatives

suchasthe Supply Chain

ResilienceInitiative can reduce
on Chinawhiledi

some ofits demands. Time,
taxpayers' money and
meaningful debate are all lost

munication. Disillusionment
with the functioning of Parlia-
mentis rife across the country.
This generational freefall in
legislative standards has only

tive ccllaboration This approach does not

bal South at the forefront of the agenda, similarly, during our

up party ideology orabandon-
ing one’s principles. Instead, it recognises
that while political parties offer different

presi ©of BRICS, we will advance this forum with a people-
centricapproach and the spirit of ‘Humanity First.”
Under India’s chaushlp the BRICS Environment Working,

paths toward progress, the ulti desti- G on The pﬂonty on
nation remains the welfare, safety, and Promoting Lifestyles build: the of
prosperity of the nation. Mission LiFE and encourage il d i on-

‘An obvious solution, successfully used sumpnon and production, behavmu ral change, awareness
elsewhere, istogrant the Oy ition oneday izensand \g. This

aweek or two hours a day to raise any issue
it deems essential, while allowing the wcu:k

was complemented by the pnonty on Aﬂ'orestanon, Forest Fire
and Disaster Resi

of Parliament to proceed ing on forests, land and natural ecosystems thmugh
rest of the time. Does no one in the govem i jon, combating land
ment have the imagination or the vision to inessand resp: , early-warni
effect such acompromise? resilience. i i
The writer i h- C from BRICS il i ili
The Cuc\ﬂarEconomypnontyre»

After Naxalism, a
development corridor

maineddifficult to penetrate foryears. Once
security forces could establish a more per-
manent presence in areas where the state
had struggled to maintain one, roads and

tance, Lrammg and support for reintegra-

pose” model is no longer sustainable, BRICS member countries
viewthe circular economy. asakey eudblerotsusmmable devel-
opmentand incl h, and seek to reduceen-

while
and gy through stronger i cooper-
ation in research, innovation, technology transfer and capacity
building. As climate u:npacts intensify, adap[auon hdS beccme

;u]urvﬂnr necessity, for

ities. A fthe BRICS
approachistk traditional indigen-
ous and local valuable in-

sights forbuilding resilience. The BRICS Principles for Advancing
Climate Re<|l|ence Lhrough People Centric and Commumw-

tion,
cial
‘The strategy has been to reduce the move-

Pased uch with
modern science and technology to create con(exl specific, evi-
dence-based and

communications could be extended, insti-  ment’s ability to operate, finance itselfand Together, i yetpe fil con-

tutions could be opened and development replenish its ranks. vxctxon hnvuonmemal action must be people centric, imple-

reach Amit Shah’s repeated with lities of developing

had remained isolated. the LWE-affected regions has been another countries. The pnnclples of eqmry and Common but Differenti-

asenseof feature of the campaign. His visits to Bastar ated apabiliti BDR-RC)res-

Smce2014 thegovernmentsays 40811ewse» and security review meetings on the ground onated across and remain fundamental to an effective and bal-
curity fortified poli have kept the Centre closely involved with anced global envxronmenml responseto climate: change

blished in LWE- an i that de ds co- Theoutec

More than 12,000 km of roads have been
constructed, while 1,804 bank branches,
1,321 ATMs and 6,025 post offices have been
added. Mobile connectivity has expanded
across most villages in the affected regions,
alongside El\lavya Model Residential
Schools, IT' centre

ordination between Delhi, state govern-
mentsand personnel deployed deep inside
difficult terrain. The government’s ability to
combine pollucal direction with an ex-

beyonddeclaranons They includethe development of practical
principles on lifestyles, i man-
agement, forest fire preparedness and community-based adap-
tation, as well as technical reports, platforms, dialogues and

networks. Tt

architec-
ture has been central to the shift. The next
phase will be less dramatic than the oper-
ations that made the butitcould

For|

merely development statistics. A road
changes access to a market or a hospital. A
bank!

finance. Atelecom tower brings aremote vil-
lageclosertothe resmf Lhecounuy Aschool
orskill ilabl

couaboratlon negonauon and consensus-bmldmg among
member

be more i in ining the leg-

dia'seffortstc issionsis i i 1ding

acy of the campaign. The former Red Corri-
dorwill truly become a development corri-
dorwhen the infrastructure now reaching
these regions begins to generate sustained
ic activity, better education and

toyoung people.

The objective now is to ensure that the
state’s presence in these regions is defined
byinstitutions and opportunity rather than

greater integration with the rest of India.
‘The guns going silent is an important

milestone. The harder task is ensuring the

space they leave behmd is filled with roads,

f

thatdevelopment
and envnronmental mponslblhty can advance together. India
has reduced th by 37.38 per
centbetween2005and 2022, while ncm fossd sourcesaccounted
for 54.18 per cent of installed electricity capacity (as of 30 June
2026).India’s new Nationally Determmed Conl:nbunou for2031-
203!

and energy security.
BRICS is seeking to conmbute meanmgt'uﬂy to global envi-

com-

grid. The bythesecuritychallengethatonce  schools, and func-
CRPF’s specialised COBRA units, What replaces the Red domln'lted the landscape. This tmmn& institutions. '[‘hatls[he opportunity munities on the ground. The success of these efforts will ulti-
alongside state police forces, were Corridor? The answer will plains the is on re- 1 of Naxalism | d, and thatis mately be measured not by the adoption of principles alone, but
deployed in operations including determi é how durable the hnbl.lx[anon The government’s  where the government's larger test begins. by theirability support livelihoodsand

Black Forest, Octopus, Double Bull
and Chakrabandha, helping dis-
mantle holds that had re-

sifying critical supply chainsand
strengthening economic security.
VaibhavGoyal, Chandigarh

Darwinupset

BANGLADESH’S PERFORMANCE
inDarwinisareminder that
cricket’slandscape is widening (At
Darwin, Bangladeshupendsthe
cricketing order’, IE, August 19).

government’s achievementis

surrender policy has sought to
bring former cadres back into ci-
vilian life through financial assis-

The writer is former DGP, Uttar Pradesh, and
chancellor of Noida International University

build a more sustainable and resilient future forall.

The writer is Union Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate Change

Studentsare upholding Bhagat Singh's Iegacy

when India’s Iargerdestmy was atstake.
Students taking part in the Swadeshi

age. It was an appeal to young Indians to
think, organise and fight for abetter future.
ThedecadesafterIndependencehavere-

resis-

againstaforeign

art of th
tance ofthe 19705 Left student organisa-
tions, mo have a long record of takmg up

colomal power. Itis against the forces that
seek to hollow out the democratic and con-

DRAJA Movement, the Non-Cooperation Move-
Established teams can no longer ment, the Civil Di: i and peatedly 1 this political character. beyondc 1daries, stitutional foundations of the Repubhc
assumethat rankings or past rec- theQuit India i notonly over fees, exam- Indiatoday it risison  against dmsmn, un-
ordsguarantee easyv:ctorles The THERE IS something inspiring and en-  educational i msmunons faced i xmpnson- inations or hostel facilities, but over democ-  manyfronts. Publi i d finstituti

i i out thesight ment, racy, language, ice, civil temshavebeen  acc ility. The present student move-

sport will benefit if
receive sustained opportunities,
quality coaching and regularinter-

ing together in protest. Their placards may
carry new demands, their slogans may be-

into towns and villages. Bhagat Singh was
not

liberties and the direction of the country
itself. The anti-Hindi agitations in Tamil

shaken byallegationsand instancesof paper
leaks and megu.lanu&s ‘Young people con-

ment must be carried forward. Students
must reach beyond their campuses, build

‘with workers and farmers, stand

wu_h Dah!s tribals and women kacmg dis-
C public instif

become an active force for constitutional
democracy. Thisis whene thelegacy of Bha-
gatSingh i . His

national fixtures. For Bangladesh, long to a new generation, and the techno-  the supreme sacrifice. He was a political frontan andse-
thechallengeisto build onthisre- logies they use to organise may be radically  thinker wh that i The Assam saw students play a curelivelihoods. Communal polarisation
sult consistently overtime. different from those of the past. From the  outpolitical uldnottrans- ¢ 1| i role. Th led  threatens the social fabric of the Republic.
Stronger domesti struggle against British colonial ruletothe  formsociety. Inhis1931 ToYoung  mobilisati i becam Dy ic dissent s too often treated as a
bilateral cricket canturnan battles for democracy socialjusticeandthe  Political Worke:s written only weeks before problem to be managed rather than a con-

ing per i rightsof India, hi: he ised the need for 5 stitutional right to be Account-
lasting progress. students have repeatedly emerged atthe  study circles, political education, propa- His martyrdom wasan appea] 1o ability has become difficult to extract from

Prajesh Paramasivan, Neelambur

forefront of mass mobilisation. They have
never confined themselves to the narrow
boundaries of and

ganda and organised work among workers
and peasants. His martyrdom was not
simply finary} 3

young Indians to think, organise
and fight for a better future

those in power. And yet, ata moment when
cynicism could easily have overwhelmed
hope, students h: ved forward.

epaper.indianexpreqc;eom.. .

New Delhi

message was not simply to be angry. It was
tostudy, understand, organise and act.

The writer is general secretary, CPI
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AT LEAST $80 BN EXPECTED FROM ALL THREE FOREX SCHEMES

FCNR(B) decision
data-driven, well
thought—out Gov

It will not be correct
tocallita U-turn;
itisrathera
calibration: RBI
Governor Malhotra

Kshipra Petkar &
Joydeep Ghosh
Mumbai, August19

RESERVE BANK of India (RBI)
Governor Sanjay Malhotra on
Wednesday strongly defended
the decision to advance the
closureof the Foreign Currency
Non-Resident (Bank) —
FCNR(B) — swap window by a
month, describing it as a well-
thought-out, calibrated, pru-
dentand data-driven response
to evolving conditions.

FCNR(B)depositsallownon-
residents to keep money in a
bank in the foreign currency
itself. While these deposits are
available atall times, the RBLin
June opened a temporary facil-
ity for banks to swap these de-
posits, with the central bank
bearing the full currency risk of
these foreign currency deposits.

“Itwill not be correct to call
itaU-turn;itisratheracalibra-
tion,” Malhotra said.

The move demonstrated
the central bank’s ability to re-
main flexible and data-depend-
entamid rapidly changing con-
ditions, he added.

Responding to criticism
that his remarks after the Au-
gust 5 Monetary Policy Com-
mittee (MPC) meeting had
ruled outan early closure, Mal-
hotra said the RBI was still as-
sessing a situation that was
evolving rapidly.

The decision to cluse the temporary facllny early was part of the

‘was no proposaltoadvance the
last date,” he said.

The RBI had also said it
would keep stakeholders in-
formed of any decision, clearly
indicatingthat an early closure
had not been ruled out, he
added. According to Malhotra,
the decision was taken from a
position of strength.

The RBI expects the three
schemes — FCNR(B), external
commercial borrowings (ECBs)
and overseas foreign currency
borrowings (OFCBs)— to at-
tract at least $80 billion.

Thisreflected the country’s
strong macroeconomic funda-
mentals and would further
strengthen its balance of pay-
ments, he said. Inflows had
beenstrongerthan the RBland
most market participants had
expected.

“There is a diminishing
marginal utility of every dollar
that is swapped. At the same
time, there is an increasing
marginal cost because you
need to sterilise it for a longer
period,” Malhotra said.

The decision to close the
temporary facility early was
partofthe RBI's external-sector

“Iwould liketo highlight the
use of the words ‘as of now"
when I mentioned that there

Malhotra said.
On Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi’s hopes of having

*BRIEFLY

Hyundai Motor  Outgoing Air
Indiatoraisecar India CEO Wilson
pricesbyupto1% tojoin Air New
from September Zealand board
New Delhi: Hyundai Motor New Delhi: Air New Zealand
Indiasaidon it b poi ing Air
will increase vehicle prices India CEO Campbell Wilson
by upto1%across its port- asadirectoron itsboard.
folio from September this ‘Wilson, who has been steer-
year, with the extent of the ingloss-making Air India
hike varying by model and and its transformation ef-
variant. The company forts, will be stepping down
attributed theincrease to as CEO and MD of the airline

rising mput and commodny

inSeptember. Air India had

costs, higher

expenses, and continuing
geopolitical uncertainties.
Hyundaisaid it hasbeen try-
ingto absorb cost increases
and optimize expenses but
isnowpassingon part of the
burden. REUTERS

Skoda CEO says
VW aims to
finalise India
partner this year

New Delhi: Volkswagen
expectstosignadeal witha
local partner in India this
year, the CEO of its Skoda
brand, Klaus Zelimer, said,
asthe Germangroup
strugglesto build scalein
the world’s third-largest car
market. Skodaisin charge

his resignation
onApril 7. “Former airline

. AMITCHAKRAVARTY

an Indian bank among the
world’s top five, the RBI Gov-
ernor said Indian banks have
the scale and ability to achieve
alargerglobal footprint and are
ontheright path. He added that
they will have to continue im-
proving governance and insti-
tutional strength, build asound
risk-management culture, sus-
tain good customer service,
and retain customer trust.
They also need to invest
continuously intechnology, re-
duce costs, improve efficiency,
expand their reach, enhance
the customer experience, and
continuously train and equip
their staff to adapt nimbly toa
growing economy and a fast-
evolving financial system, he
said. “If they continue doing
these fundamental things, 1 be-
lieve it is only a matter of time
before they are among the
world’s top banks,"” Malhotra
said. Whenasked ifa merger of
banks would hasten the afore-
mentioned process, the central
bank chief said what is needed
Isa “good, strong banking sys-
tem with healthy competition”.
“Thegovernment mergeda
few banks earlier. Whether
there is a case for further
mergers is a call the govern-
ment can take,” he said. FE

IndiGo website
hit by snag,
online bookings
& check-in hit

New Delhi: The reservation
platform of the country’s lar-
gest airline IndiGo was hit by
technical issues on Wednes-
day, affecting its online book-
ingand web check-in services.

Several people com-
plained on social media that
they were unable to make
bookings or perform web
check-ins on the IndiGo web-
site and mobile
application, and even on
some of the third-party online

executives Campbell Wil- travel booking portals,
son and Robert McDonald The airline, which has a
havebeen i by the ic market share of over

Board with effect from, and
subject totheir re-election
by voteatthe ASM,” AirNew
Zealand said inaregulatory
filing on Wednesday. PTI

SpiceJet’s
bankruptcy cases
tobereheard

New Delhi: A court on Wed-
nesday said bankruptcy
petitions filed by aircraft
lessors against SpiceJet
will be heard afresh by a
new bench, after theairline
reached alast-minute
settlement with one lessor.
The orderis asetback for

ofthe group’s strategy in aircraftleasing companies
India, where VW isin talks that have waged a years-
onajoint venture with longbattle against India’s
India’s fourth-largest airline to
group JSW, which has indi- recover debts, butisa
cated it wants a majority reprieve forthe airline,

stake. REUTERS

SpiceJet. PTI

65% and operates about 2,200
daily flights, said that the is-
sues were intermittentand its
teams were working with the
service provider to fix them
on priority basis.
Accordingto sources inthe
know, while the issues —
which they said prima facie
don't appear to be major —
impacted the booking plat-
form servers, IndiGo’s airport
and flight operatmns re-
d. ENS

MINUTES OF RBI'S MPC MEETING: GOV SAID INFLATION IS EXPECTED TO TAPER FROM ITS PEAKIN Q3
RBI policy panel signals rate hike risk as inflation rises

George Mathew
Mumbai, August19

THE RESERVE Bankof India’s
(RBI) Monetary Policy Commit-
tee (MPC) has signalled a
cautious, wait-and-watch
approach on the policy rate,
with members calling for close
monitoring of inflation before
going forany policy tightening.

Members of the MPC indi-
cated that asheadline inflation
is projected to peak toalevel as
high as 5.9% in Q3 2026-27, a
“case for a hike may emerge”
duringthe course of the year.

Accordingtominutesofthe
MPCmeeting held on Augusts,
RBI Governor Sanjay Malhotra
said he would prefer to wait for
more certail nty to emerge on
theinflation trajectory in terms
of the persistence of realised
prints at these or higher levels,
the forecast and the likely levels
towhichinflation may normal-
ise and settle, forany recalibra-
tion of the policy rate.

“We also need to be watch-
ful as the risks of higher food,
fuel and other input prices
translating into a broad-based
increase in inflation, and de-
anchoring of expectations per-
sist. Any evidence of these risks

« Inflationdevelopmentsin 2026 & RBI's forecast

@ CPlinflation (%)

# Food inflation (%)

® Coreinflation (%)

sponse to curtail demand as of

now,” the governor said.
According to Poonam

Gupta, Deputy Governor, the

“While the economy has
withstood the conflict spillovers
with limited impact so far, the
strains are becoming increas-
ingly visible. We have to closely
watch if and how inflation-re-
lated risks resolve — EINifio'sef-

60% ~ scope for any further easing

50%-~ 4455’51 ,’ ‘~‘§ doel; not see)r,n to exist at the

g currentjuncture, Instead, given

40%—37. that the headline inflation is

30% 21 <E projected to peak to a level as

< high as 5.9% in Q3 2026-27,a

20% “913 case fora hike may emerge dur-
10%~ ing the course of the year.

“Tbelieve that with persist-

0% T 7 7 —3 31 ent ainty on account of

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Jul- Oct- Jan- Apr global developments and

NOTE: QUARTERLY CPIINFLATION FIGURES ARE RBI'S Sep: Dec 2"{1]32'7 ;6‘37 weather-related risks, the best

FORECASTS, SOURCE: MOSP, RSl

materialising may need policy
tightening,” Malhotra said as
perthe minutesof the meeting.

The MPC kept the repo rate
unchanged at 5.25% in the pol-
icy review. The panel margin-
ally raised its growth forecast
for FY27106.7% from 6.6% and
lowered its inflation projection
105% from 5.1%.

No scopefor further
easing

Governor Malhotra said
there are signs of a normalisa-
tion ofinflation from its benign
levels seen hitherto. The aver-
ageinflationlast year, when the

policy rate was brought down
105.25%, was only 2%.

“Not only has headline in-
flation already averaged 393%
this year, even core excluding
precious metals is expected to
convergetocoreinflationinthe
last quarter of this financial
year, with core inflation pro-
jected to average 4.3% in 2026-
27.Thismay suggest a recalibra-
tion of policy rate,” he said.

“Inflation expectations,
while slightly higher, are con-
tained. Moreover, inflation is
expected totaper from its peak
in Q3. This shock does not
thereforecall foramonetary re-

CAS manipulation will attract
strict & swift action: SEBI chief

Akash Mandal
Mumbai, August19

SECURITIES AND Exchange

“Wewant tomakeonemmg

system for F&O eligible stocks.

willre-

clear, that if people
the CAS system, then we will
take strict action and do it im-

leasedamforlhe futuresand op-
tions (F&O) segment for2025-26

Board of India (SEBI) Chairman medlately CAS is for transpar- - on ‘Thursday, which will indi-
Tuhin Kanta Pandey on Wed-  ency. Butifsomec cateif inre-
nesday sai ould  we will the CASto  cent times by the SEBI and the
take strict action againstany  defame it, then they are mis-  Ministry of Finance to curb ex-

manipulation of the recently-

taken,”said Pandey,

launched Closing Auction FICCI'sCapital Markets Confer-
Session (CAS) mechanism. ence in Mumbai.

Later in the day, SEBI “Ithink CAS participation is
banned themar- ing and will further im-
ket for allegedly i in, prove. looki; thecon-
trades on the CAS mechanism. ~ straints for participation,” he
The capital markets regulator ~ added. Launched by SEBI on

said the alleged violations by
Copthall Mauritius Investment
and Mansi Share and Stock
Broking happened on August 13
when weekly derivatives
contracts linked to the Sensex
expired.

August 3, the Closing Auction
Session (CAS) uses a blind auc-
tion model between 3:15PMand
3:35PMtodiscoverasingle, ma-
nipulation-resistant closing
price. Itreplaced the old Volume
‘Weighted Average Price (VWAP)

Y
‘have been fruitful. While SEBI
has taken measures such as in-
creasing lot sizes and limiting
the number of expiries per ex-
change, the finance ministry
hiked the Securities Transaction
Taxon thesegment inthelatest
Union Budget.
Theregulatorhad released a
similarstudy earlier, which had
flagged that over 90% of trades
by retail investors led to losses.
FULLREPORTON
WWWINDIANEXPRESS.COM

TEMPORARY JOB RUSHTOMEET FESTIVAL DEMAND

The f Onam lsllkelytubecelebrated on August 26. And withit,
pto meet thed ing toareport by Adecco India, the
industry is setto cross 2. 5 lakh temporary and gig jubs this time. It expects temporary staffing
demand for the 2026 festi grow by 15-20% against tt period lastyear.
Hiring demand
uptick (%) SECTOR-WISEFESTIVALHIRING OUTLOOK 2026
S0% 30-35
2 30
0% 2528 2
30% 1520
20%
10%
0%
Logisticsand ised retall BFSI Hospitality Manufacturing
lastmiledelivery | and E-commerce KEY ROLES: KEYROLES: KEY ROLES:
KEY ROLES: DELIVERY KEYROLES: STORE SALES OFFICERS, ‘GUEST RELATIONS ASSEMBLY
ASSOCIATES, ASSOCIATES, CASHIERS, (CREDIT CARD SALES EXECUTIVES, ‘OPERATORS,
WAREHOUSE MERCHANDISERS, EXECUTIVES, POS FEBSTAFF, PRODUCTION
EXECUTIVES. CUSTOMER SUPPORT DDEPLOYMENT STAFF, FRONT OFFICE ASSOCIATES, QUALITY
SORTATION STAFF, EXECUTIVES, DARK FIELD SALES ASSOCIATES, INSPECTORS,
FLEET COORDINATORS STORE STAFF REPRESENTATIVES BANQUET STAFF MATERIAL HANDLERS
15,000-30,000 | 14,000-28,000 | 18,000-35,000 ' 15,000-30,000 ' 16,000-32,000
METRIC 2025 FESTIVE SEASON 2026 FESTIVE SEASON
2025 2026
Temporary & gig jobs created 216 lakh 2.5lakh-2.7lakh
YoY hiring growth 15-20% : 15-20% |
23% growth owing toflexible, | 2020 growth
S grow! toflexible,
Women participation shart tersrioles opportunitiesin retail, Iogxshcs&
customer support

mained

.
'SOURCE: ADECCO INDIA

course of action would be to
wait and watch a bit more,”
Guptasaid.

“The shift in the distribu-

fectsonfoodi and global
oil prices. As of now, it makes
sensetoretainall the maximum
operational flexibility needed to
respond toan evolving inflation
trajectory,” Singh said.
“Ifexternal shocks worsenor
the second-round price effects
spread widely, we should beable
toswiftly adjust policy to protect
macroeconomic stability,” he
said. “Ijudge it appropriate to
await evidence of a further

tion towards higher inflation  pickupinaggregatedemandand
numbers warrants a careful  generalisationof price pressures
vigil. One must look out forthe  before taking the next policy ac-
extent of generalisation and tion. Another factorwhichneeds
risk of inflation to) real
getting unanchored before interest rates,” said MPC
contemplating any rate hike,” Member Saugata Bhattacharya.
said Indranil Bhattacharyya,a  Despitethiscaution, the forecast
member of the MPC. normalisation of underlying in-

g . flation from earlier benign levels
Policy uncertainty, will require close monitoring of
external shocks the growth-inflation dynamics,

MPC Member Ram Singh
said high uncertaintystill looms
overseveral key monetary policy
indicators.

fortheappropriatetimetorecali-
bratethe policy rate, hesaid.

FULLREPORT ON

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

Al adoption essential,
but human judgement
indispensable: RBIDG

Akash Mandal
Mumbai, August 19

RESERVE BANK of India’s
(RBI) Deputy Governor Shirish
Chandra Murmu on Wednes-
day underlined theimportance
of artificial intelligence (AI) in
the banking system but
eemphasised that human inter-
vention remains necessary in
implementing the technology
and identifying the loopholes.
“Its purpose is not to pull
governance into day-to-day
execution. It is to see where
institutional capability or risk
appetite is falling behind
changing needs, and where
separate weaknesses, each in-
dividually manageable, might
combine into something
larger.” said Murmu, speaking
atanevent in Mumbai.
“Amodel that performs well
overall can still fail a small but
already vulnerable group. Intel-
ligence, therefore, demands
clarity—about what a technol-
ogy delivers, what it leaves out,
and whether its output fits the
decision athand,” Murmu said,
adding that this is what makes
human judgement indispens-
able. He highlighted that intel-
ligence should not just be li-
mited to Al but also take into

account multiple components
— analytical intelligence,
human intelligence, govern-
ance intelligence, and collec-
tive intelligence, which entails
information being pooled
across banks. Murmu empha-
sised that banks should use Al
and technology to reach and
understand new borrowers.

“Where a lender genuinely
lacks reliable information
about a borrower, the absence
of information should not, by
itself, be mistaken for adverse
information,” said Murmu.

“Treating ‘we don’t know"
asthough it meant ‘we knowit’s
bad’ leads to credit being de-
nied where it need not be. This
is precisely where banks must
puttheirtechnological capabil-
ities towork,” he added.

While uniform adaptation
of technology and models in-
creases efficiency across the
banking system, this “undue
concentration” also raises the
risk of digital fraud, which can
move through multiple ac-
countsand institutions.

“When risk becomescollec-
tive, the intelligence marsh-
alled against it must become
collective too,” he said.

FULL REPDRT ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

FM Sitharaman leads delegation
to Singapore for 4th ISMR talks

New Delhi: Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman on Wed-
nesdayembarked onan official
visit to Singapore with a minis-

finance ministry said in a post
on X. Established in 2022, the
ISMR is a key high-level econ-
omic mechanism between
India and Si

terial to participate
inthe4thIndia-Singapore Min-
isterial Roundtable (ISMR).
Sitharaman s leadinga del-
egation comprising S Jaishan-
kar, Minister of External Affairs;
Piyush Goyal, Minister for Com-
merce&Industry; and Jitin Pra-
sada, Minister of State for Elec-
tronics & IT and Commerce &
Industry. The roundtable is
scheduled for August19-20, the

© INDIA, THE WORLD'S BIGGEST CRUDE STEEL PRODUCER AFTER CHINA, MEETS 95% OF ITS COKING COAL NEEDS THROUGH IMPORTS

Steel mills face margm squeeze as global coking coal prices rise

Reuters
New Delhi, August 19

INDIAN STEEL mills are facing
mounting pressure on margins
as higher coking coal pnces.

steelmakersstepupspendingto
meet buoyant domestic de-
mand driven by infrastructure
and strong economic growth.
Premium hard coking coal
prices jumped 25% from last
yearto a $236 per metric

driven by supply di
Australiaand Chinaand Lhelran
'MARKETS war, raise steelmaking costs,
=y India, the world’s biggest
z z {_s,' crude steel producer after
Gold v USDollar» = China, meets 95% of its coking
Sensex NIFTY coal needs through imports,
7690968 2407830 ¥1,53,868 T516 with at least half shipped from
e . ) Australia. Coking coal accounts
-325.78 -76.60 .r’ for nearly 40% of steel produc-

-042% -0.329 Silver v Oil« tion costs.

kLo OL 70 32,29,225 $92.11 Squeezed marginscould im-

NOTE: GOLD, SILVER RATES AS PER INDIA BULLION AND JEWELLERS ASSOCIATION
GOLDPER10G, SILVER PER 1KG: CRUDE OJL (INDIAN BASKET) AS OF AUGUST 16,2026

pede investment and delay ca-
pacity expansion as Indian

ton frex,ht on board (FOB) Aus-
tralia in the first seven months
0f 2026, said Banmeet Khurmi,
lead, metallurgical coal and
coke market service, at consul-
tancy CRU in Sydney.

“Prices have been higherthis
vear due to supply disruptions
in Australia, slower-than-ex-
pected ramp-up at new mines,
price support from the conflict
inthe Middle Eastand, morere-
cently, a large accident in
Shanxi, China,” Khurmi said.

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

Every $10jumpin cokmg coal price adds $7-$9 per metrictonto
steelmaking costs. reuters

Costs are likely to remain high
in the second half of the year,
partly due to the loss of supply
following the Shanxi coal mine

disaster, said Freddie Brooks,
commodities analyst at BMI, a
unitof Fitch Solutions. Forblast
furnace-based steelmakers,

New Delhi

every $10 a ton increase in cok-
ing coal prices adds approxi-
mately$7to$9 per metrictonto
steelmaking costs, said an
executive at a large steel mill,
who was notauthorised tospeak
tothe media.

Higher  coking  coal
prices have squeezed margins,
three other executivesatleading
steelmakers said, with little
headroom to raise steel prices,
given competition from cheap
Chinese steel.

Shipments from China have
increased despite import tariffs
onsomegrades. Cokingcoal im-
portsare expected to rise by be-
tween 2 million and 3 million
tons in 2026-27 from 64 million
tonsayear earlier, commodities

It provides a platform to re-
view progress and explore new
areas of collaboration across six
pillars: advanced manufactur-
ing, connectivity, digitalisation,
healthcare, and medicine, skills
development, and sustainabil-
ity. “The 4th ISMR will build on
the progress made under these
pillars and explore new oppor-
tunities,” the ministry said. PTl

consultancy BigMint said. With
the higher demand for imports,
comes higher transport costs,
partly due to disruptions from
theUS.-Iran war.

“Trade flows have tightened
with high demand from India
and higherdiesel, freightandin-
surance costs,” said Hui Ting
Sim, vice president at Moody’s
Ratings. Australiais expected to
continue meetingat least halfof
India’s coking coal needs, al-
though imports from Russia,
Mozambique and the United
Statesarealsoset torise.

Discounts on Russian coal,
which accounted for 24% of In-
dia’s coking coal imports in re-
cent years, have diminished over
the pasttwo years, Khurmisaid.
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Vote of trust

Clean electoral rolls are a must, but

must not be weaponised by state
P resident Donald Trump’s appreciation of

India’s election mechanism has put the
spotlight on a highly divisive debate over
election integrity in the two democracies. Mr.
Trump is pushing for an SIR-like exercise in the
U.S., but its highly federalised electoral process is
governed by fragmented rules and politics that
resist the idea. His curious social media post cit-
ing India’s Chief Election Commissioner, Gya-
nesh Kumar, as having wondered how the U.S.
could conduct elections without a valid photo
identity, has renewed concerns over election in-
tegrity in both the U.S. and India. While no one
can disagree that the process should be fair and
transparent, the agreement ends there. Partisan
politics in both countries have fostered political
mistrust, leading election losers to repeatedly
question electoral integrity. The liberal and pro-
gressive strands, and the conservative and nati-
ist strands in both countries, want to purify and
streamline the electoral rolls and the processes,
but in different and often contradictory ways. In-
dia and the U.S. could lead a shared democratic
agenda on election rules, but only after restoring
trust and integrity in their electoral processes.
India’s nationalised election administration
system has largely worked well, though it now
faces a crisis of legitimacy. The U.S.’s decentral-
ised system leaves too many loopholes in the pro-
cess of enrolment and voting, and it could benefit
from a more robust national framework like the
ECI’s. The expanded Safeguard American Voter
Eligibility (SAVE) Act was passed in February and
is pending in the Senate. The Constitution grants
each State its own methods: “...but Congress may
at any time by law make or alter such regula-
tions”, unlike the Indian Constitution, which es-
tablishes the ECI as a constitutional body.
Though there is no ambiguity in existing law eith-
erin the U.S. or in India that only citizens may re-
gister and vote, the process of ensuring this has
become hugely controversial in both countries.
The proposed federal law would require proof of
citizenship for voter registration and photo ID for
voting. In India, the SIR is trying to sneak in this
quil without transp d
consultation or sufficient time. The very fact that
SIR is meant to be conducted only once in 20
years means it should be carried out carefully
and inclusively. While ruling di: ions in

A Palestinian state is the foundation for regional peace

here is one, and only one solution to

the decades long, volatile and bloody

situation in West Asia: the creation or

the establishment of a sovereign,
independent, viable Palestinian state. In essence,
itis no different from the oft-touted two-state
solution. But the two-state formula speaks of the
establishment of two states living side by side in
good neighbourliness. However, one state already
exists. What is needed is to establish or create a
new, second state, namely Palestine. There will
never be peace and stability in the region unless
this is done. All the conflicts in the region —
Israel’s war on Gaza, the Iran war, the Hezbollah-
Israel war, the Houthi phenomenon — will not be
resolved unless a viable Palestinian state comes
into being. Israel’s relations with its Arab
neighbours will remain strained until it accepts
the reality of a Palestinian state, just as the Arabs
have reconciled to the reality of Israel.

United States President Donald Trump seems
to have recognised the importance of working
towards the creation of a Palestinian state.
Resolution 2803 setting up a Board of Peace
(BoP), which was adopted by the United Nations
Security Council in November 2025 has the
following provision in its annex: “While Gaza
re-development advances and when the PA
[Palestinian Authority] reform program is
faithfully carried out, the conditions may finally
be in place for a credible pathway to Palestinian
self-determination and statehood, which we
recognize as the aspiration of the Palestinian
people.”

On Iran and Israel

A major player in this conflict-infested region is
Iran. Iran has not always been hostile to Israel.
Indeed, under the Shah, Iran’s relations with
Israel were cordial and there was a sizeable
Jewish community in Iran. Since the Islamic
revolution of 1979, most Jews left for Israel. But
there are still about 15,000 Jews in Iran. Iran’s
Constitution provides for a seat for the Jewish
community in Parliament.

Historically, there has not been perpetual
enmity between Islam and Judaism. The Koran
mentions many prophets and patriarchs from the
Hebrew bible, such as Moses, and Abraham. The
Crusades were fought between Muslims and
Christians; the Jews were not a party to them.
Jews were persecuted in countries professing
Christianity. The Arabs bore no responsibility for
the Holocaust which was carried out by Nazi
Germany and its collaborators. It would not be an

C.R. Gharekhan
Former United
Nations Coordinator
for Occupied
Territories and
Special Envoy of India
for West Asia

The road to
peace in

West Asia runs
through
Palestinian
statehood

exaggeration to say that but for the Holocaust,
and the sense of guilt felt by the western
countries, Israel might not have been born. Itis
well known that most western countries,
including the U.S., barred the entry of Jews
seeking refuge from Hitler’s Germany.

The transition from holy land to homeland
started with the infamous Balfour Declaration of
1917 when the British expressed support for a
homeland for the Jews, expressly limiting the
indigenous Arab population only to civil and
religious rights.

The roots of regional hostility

The hostility of Iran and the Arab countries
towards Israel is based on the fact that Israel was
created and imposed on the region at the
expense of the indigenous Arab population. It is
argued that the Palestinians were offered a state
in the UN resolution of 1947 and a few times
subsequently, but they rejected all offers. An
Israeli Foreign Minister, Abba Eban, famously
said that the Arabs never miss an opportunity to
miss an opportunity. But one can hardly blame a
landlord if he rejects an offer of a few rooms from
an intruder who has occupied the whole house.
Indeed, the slogan of the Zionists was: land
without people for a people without land

1t is noteworthy that Hezbollah, a Shia
movement, and Iran, a Shia-majority country,
support Hamas, a Sunni movement. This is easily
explained by their commitment to the right of
self-determination for the Palestinian people.
Israel naturally comes in for hostility as the only
power that stands in the way of the emergence of
an independent Palestine.

Hezbollah began launching rockets and
missiles against Israel just after Israel started its
‘war on Gaza after October 7, 2023. It follows that
if Israel accepts the reality of a Palestinian state at
some time, Hezbollah will have no reason to
make the life of people in northern Israel difficult.

In that case, Iran too will stop supplying
weapons to Hezbollah. This is not to suggest that
if the Palestinians are able to exercise their right
of self-determination, Iran and Israel will become
friends. But without that, their mutual enmity
will never abate. If an irreversible road map to a
Palestinian state emerges and is accepted by all
the parties, secondary issues such as the Strait of
Hormuz will be much easier to resolve.

Since Hamas’ terrorist attack on Israeli civilians
in October 2023, whatever little support some in
Israel had for the concept of a Palestinian state

ruthless strikes on Gaza, post October 7, might
have almost isolated Israel, but in the process, the
Gaza strip has been devastated and the possibility
of the emergence of Palestine has receded by
many years, perhaps decades. Consequently,
peace and stability in the region have become an
illusion.

Mediation is the key

The only way to have a realistic possibility of
resolving the conflict is through external
mediation. And the only external power that has
the required influence and even goodwill with
both sides is the United States. It is true that there
is no such thing as an honest broker. But brokers,
even non-honest ones, do manage to sell the
transaction to the satisfaction, or equal
non-satisfaction, of both parties.

Israel has insisted on bilateral talks, adding at
the same time that there is no one on the other
side to negotiate with. Usually, the stronger side
insists on a bilateral approach, and the weaker
side prefers an outside agency to help. The only
time progress was achieved was when the Oslo
Accord was concluded in 1993. Oslo was
negotiated with the mediation or good offices of
Norway.

Under Oslo, the Palestine Liberation
Organization formally recognised Israel and the
PA was created; it is this PA, albeit a reformed
one, that is often mentioned as a possible
caretaker government of Palestine. The Oslo
Accords paved the way for Jordan’s recognition of
Israel and eventually the Abraham Accords.

The other viable broker is the UN. Israel at the
moment is dead set against the UN and has even
declared the UN Secretary-General persona non
grata. But Israel owes its existence to the UN.
There is nothing permanent in international
relations. Positions evolve with evolving
situations.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has
his own personal reasons for opposing the idea of
an independent Palestine. He had voted against
the Oslo Accords and is implacably opposed to
the idea of a Palestine state.

Let us hope that in due course, enlightened
leadership will emerge in West Asia on all sides. If
the leaders do not have the wisdom and the
courage to make the necessary decisions,
however difficult, the people of the region will
remain doomed to suffer and be denied the peace
and stability they need. Without these, they will
never be able to realise the full potential for

has evaporated. Israel’s di tionate and

d that new technologies have to offer.

both countries think that the election process is
too permissive and allows foreigners to obtain
voting rights, their opponents point to systematic
and premeditated efforts to target social groups
in the name of election integrity. What is needed
is an acceptance that clean electoral rolls of citi-
zens, and voting with photo ID, are elementary
requirements of a fair process. In both countries,
the state must not selectively weaponise these re-
quirements against those not in power.

Due diligence
Curbs on surrogate advertising must
avoid regulatory overreach

aharashtra Food and Drug Administra-
M tion (FDA) Commissioner Tukaram

Mundhe’s attempts to disrupt the mar-
keting chain, by targeting the celebrities who
prop up the brand recall of manufacturers’ pro-
ducts, is an encouraging counterpoise to the con-
sumer goods advertising landscape of today. This
landscape has long suffered the consequences of
a gross asymmetry: the person with the persua-
sive power suffers almost none of the economic
downsides of consuming certain goods, a situa-
tion sustained as much by uncritical endorse-
ment as by inequities in the public health-care
system. But the FDA must still prove its suspi-
cions. According to it, Vimal Elaichi — which Shah
Rukh Khan, Ajay Devgn and Tiger Shroff have en-
dorsed — does not have a market identity inde-
pendent of its association with tobacco and that
endorsing it amounts to a surrogate endorsement
of tobacco products. While this seems a reasona-
ble reading of the Cigarettes and Other Tobacco
Products Act (COTPA) Rules, the Delhi High
Court, in DGHS vs Som Pan Product Pvt. Ltd.
(2024), had held that the state had a responsibil-
ity to prove a case of surrogate advertising. That
is, neither could brand registration alone prove
surrogate advertising nor could the mere exis-
tence of a technically legal product permit a par-
ticular advertisement.

‘While Mr. Mundhe’s efforts are commendable,
the FDA should follow through with inquiries un-
der COTPA and the Food Safety and Standards
Act 2006 that withstand scrutiny. India bears the
world’s largest burden of oral cancer, and the
FDA is right to treat certain advertisements as un-
fair trade practices with significant consequences
for consumer health. The endorser liability creat-
ed by the Consumer Protection Act 2019, togeth-
er with hefty financial penalties, has also under-
mined celebrities’ ability to invoke ignorance of a
manufacturer’s intentions as a defence. The
FDA’s decision to have celebrity endorsers ex-
plain their decision-making is a logical extension
of this principle in the domain of enforcement.
The problem exemplified by tobacco also extends
to products making unsubstantiated claims (e.g.,
“boosts immunity™), and educational and finan-
cial products. Unfortunately, India’s regulatory
regime is fragmented across a slew of Acts and
Rules; problematic advertisements often invoke
legal and administrative instruments to draw the
judiciary’s intervention. Penalties or bans in the
FDA’s case could significantly narrow the space
exploited for surrogate advertising. If the FDA
fails to act fairly, however, it could become yet
another example of regulatory overreach that
strengthened the practices it sought to end.
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Before new taxes, making every rupee count

produces the same refrain: the State needs

more money, the Centre owes the State
more, and taxpayers must prepare for new levies.
The first Budget of the Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam
(TVK) begins with a different question: before
asking citizens for another rupee, has the State
collected every rupee legally due to it — and spent
what it has as well as it should?

E very Budget season in Tamil Nadu

The data, the facts

Tamil Nadu’s fiscal position is genuinely difficult.
Debt is high, the revenue account remains in
deficit, and salaries, pensions, welfare and
interest payments leave limited room to
manoeuvre. None of that is in dispute. What is in
dispute is whether the response should begin
with new taxation, or with making the State’s
existing revenue collection and expenditure
substantially more efficient.

‘The Comptroller and Auditor General of
India’s (CAG) own numbers make the case. In
2023-24, Tamil Nadu budgeted about ¥4.47 lakh
crore and spent roughly ¥4.14 lakh crore — a net
underspend of ¥33,302.53 crore. Separately,
1,078 crore in supplementary provisions across
81 cases in 26 grants was found to be unnecessary
because the original allocations had not even
been exhausted.

The same audit records that 2.89% of revenue
expenditure and 6.14% of revenue receipts had
not been reconciled with the Accountant
General’s own records. None of this is proof of
corruption. It is evidence that budgeting and
accounting systems can be considerably more
disciplined.

This is the argument for zero-based budgeting:
an allocation should not continue automatically
because it appeared in last year’s Budget; it
should justify its continuation and its amount.
This writer has seen the idea take shape

- *
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Before Tamil
Nadu asks for
more, it must
collect better
and spend
smarter

first-hand in the United States, where Jimmy
Carter used zero-based budgeting as Governor of
Georgia and later introduced it into the federal
budget process as President. Tamil Nadu adopted
the same principle on paper in 1988, the very
year Carter’s own experiment had long since
faded from Washington. It never became the
governing discipline of the Budget here. Paired
with performance-based budgeting — not how
many crores were released for road works, but
how many kilometres were built, at what cost,
and to what standard — it stops to be an
accounting exercise and becomes a

CAG audit flagged ¥1,538.18 crore in irregularities
across 337 Goods and Services Tax (GST) cases, of
which only ¥8.64 crore had been recovered at the
time of audit, alongside 244 taxpayers operating
outside the GST net altogether.

These are audit findings requiring verification
and due process, not revenue the government
can book today. But they point to an obvious
principle: before raising rates on people who are
already paying honestly, exhaust the scope for
improving compliance and collection efficiency.
This is the brief given to the Montek Singh
Ahluwalia-led Revenue ion C

tool.

Data-driven governance standards

Numbers discipline government only when they
are measurable and comparable. As a starting
point, the TVK government should work toward
department-wise performance data alongside
comparable figures from other States and, where
available, the Union government — cost per
kilometre of road, cost per household connected
to piped water, administrative cost per welfare
rupee delivered. It can begin where data is most
readily available and expand as systems improve,
rather than promise a complete comparison on
day one.

There is already a live example of what
competition does to cost. When the Greater
Chennai Corporation opened smaller
road-restoration contracts to wider bidding, a ¥25
lakh Ambattur project drew nine contractors and
closed 25.9% below the official estimate. That is
not proof that the whole system was previously
running 25% over cost — a lower bid still has to
deliver the same specifications, and one tender
cycle is not a trend. But it is a working
demonstration that transparent competition can
create real fiscal value without a single new tax.

The same logic applies to revenue. A separate

—not simply to look for new taxes, but to close
compliance gaps, rationalise exemptions, and
identify revenue that the State is currently failing
to collect.

Spending to outcomes

The same discipline has to apply on the spending
side. The government has announced a high-level
Expenditure Reforms Committee to review
schemes for their impact and ensure that
resources reach intended beneficiaries without
restricting genuine welfare expansion. This is
where performance-based budgeting becomes
critical. The question is not merely how much
was allocated or spent, but what that expenditure
produced: how many kilometres of road were
built, how many households received reliable
drinking water, how many students gained
measurable educational outcomes, and how
many beneficiaries actually received the intended
support.

This is not an argument for less welfare. It is an
argument for welfare that can be measured.

Fix the leaks first. Spend against outcomes, not
habit. Then decide what, if anything, still needs
to be asked of the taxpayer. That is the standard
that the TVK will hold this Budget to — and the
standard it intends to hold itself to.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Guard against overreach
Students constitute the
intellectual vanguard of a
nation and have an
inalienable right to
articulate their grievances
through peaceful and
democratic means. The
indiscriminate registration
of criminal cases against
genuine protesters can have
deleterious repercussions
on their academic pursuits,
professional prospects, and
psychological well-being.
The Supreme Court of
India’s intervention is a
salutary reminder that the
majesty of the law must
coexist with freedom of
expression and the
democratic right to dissent

(Front page, “Ready to drop
FIRs against student
protesters, says SC”, August
19). Justice must be
administered with
impartiality, restraint, and
compassion so that the
future of innocent students
is not imperilled by
unwarranted criminal
proceedings.

Nagarajamani M.,

lacks is the will to strive for
perfection. It has been
proved beyond doubt that
the NTA cannot improve,
making it imperative to find
aviable and meaningful
alternative. The obsession
with centralising everything,
including entrance
examinations, has proved
meaningless and wasteful.
The better course would be

Hyderabad to leave education and
health care to the States,
Issue with providing funds wh

The National Testing Agency
(NTA)’s decision to hold
re-examinations in three
subjects confirms the
agency’s continuing
callousness. India has
enough talent, but what it

necessary. States such as
Tamil Nadu and Keralam
achieved great heights
when these two sectors
were under the States’
purview. Now, instead of
other States catching up

with them, poor quality is
being universalised. A policy
change is therefore
imminent.

A.G. Rajmohan,

Anantapur, Andhra Pradesh

Black money and polls

The Supreme Court of India
hit the nail on the head
when it observed that black
money in the electoral
process compromises
democracy, the rule of law
and the electoral process
itself (Inside pages, August
18). The Election
Commission of India must
ensure free and fair
elections, for which political
parties and citizens must
cooperate. One feels that

Generation Z, which took
the nation by storm through
its recent protests against
the National Eligibility cum
Entrance Test (NEET) fiasco
and succeeded, can take up
this serious issue as well.

S. Ramakrishnasayee,
Chennai

Faulty roll revision

The government and the
Election Commission of
India may have the backing
of the Supreme Court to
clean voter lists of
duplicate, fake and
non-existent voters, But
who authorised them to
declare a living voter
‘permanently shifted or
dead’? My spouse

submitted her Special
Intensive Revision form
online, as the Booth Level
Officer never visited, and
received an
acknowledgement. Yet, in
Telangana’s recently
released draft electoral roll,
her name is missing. On
checking further, we found
it listed under “Permanently
Shifted/Dead”. How can a
living voter be declared
dead or permanently
shifted without verification
or even a visit to her
residence?
N. Nagarajan,
Secunderabad
Letters emailed to
letters@thehindu.co.in
must carry the postal address.
AND-NDE
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The IISERs have a leadership problem

he Indian government

created the Indian

Institutes of Science

Education and Research
(IISERS) to offer students an
intellectually vibrant research
environment and to bring them
into research at a relatively —
vis-a-vis the Indian milieu — early
stage.

The institutions prize autonomy
as an essential ingredient of good
science, including in the form of
scientists being able to decide
which questions are worth
pursuing and with what resources.
Top-down control is inimical to
‘this vision. That said, the
government also brought the
IISERs within the statutory
framework of the National
Institutes of Technology, Science
Education and Research Act 2007,
which required each IISER to have
a Board of Governors that
included senior government
officials and other government
nominees. The IISER statutes
specify, among others, the
secretary of higher education and
the director of the Indian Institute
of Science (1ISc), Bengaluru too.

While publicly funded science
should be publicly accountable,
suboptimal appointments or
outright vacancies are
objectionable as they can lead to
policy paralysis — at best.

Multiple roles
Consider the current composition
of the seven IISER Boards.

The [ISc director is an ex-officio
member of most ISERs. The chair
of ISER Pune’s Board is also the
chairperson of the Visvesvaraya
National Institute of Technology,
Nagpur. The chair of the ISER
Berhampur Board was given
“additional charge” while also
chairing the Board of IIT
Guwabhati; the Board also has
nominated positions lying vacant,
including one for an 1T director
and two for eminent scientists.

IISER Bhopal’s current director
is listed as the “director-in-charge”
after their predecessor,
Gobardhan Das, left to join NITI
Aayog in June. At IISER

Vasudevan
Mukunth

While there is
no rule that the
chairperson of a
scientific
institution must
be a scientist, it
matters for each
institution’s
credibility and
vision

Thiruvananthapuram, the
chairperson simultaneously chairs
the Boards of IIIT Kottayam and
the Indian Institute of Information
Technology, Design and
Manufacturing, Kurnool.

There are also signs of churn
among sitting government
officials. Interim appointments are
routine and vacancies can arise
during transitions. Ex-officio
positions also change when
officials move between posts. But
taken together, several IISERs are
operating under temporary or
incomplete leadership.

A closer look at the
qualifications of the extant leaders
also raises questions.

TISER Pune chairperson M.
Madan Gopal is a retired 1AS
officer whose educational
background is in commerce and
journalism. Its director is a
chemical engineer by training,
whereas the IISERs have little
focus on engineering. ISER
Thiruvananthapuram chairperson
Vijayalakshmi Deshmane is a
surgeon. IISER Tirupati
chairperson Hari Bhartia is a
chemical engineer and co-founder
of the Jubilant Bhartia Group.
IISER Berhampur chairperson
Satyabrata Dey is an executive in
the footwear industry.

While there is no rule that the
chairperson of a scientific
institution must be a scientist, it
matters for each institution’s
credibility and vision. The
government had earlier appointed
the finest scientists to the IISERs’
helm before dropping the
practice. Today, going by awards,
fellowships or global achievement
and recognition, there are few

ding scientists in p

and research organisations.

The question is not about the
competence of the current crop of
leaders but why India’s many
accomplished scientists are not
being asked to lead institutions
whose central purpose is basic
science.

The availability of this ‘research
cadre’ also calls into question the
practice of moving the same
people between institutions.

People familiar with the IISERs”
functioning today describe a
situation where the administration
is losing its ability to keep up with
students’ needs vis-a-vis a good
education in basic science. By
design, the directors and the
Board have the power to institute
positive changes. However, as a
senior scientist at one of the
[ISERs put it, “There is no vision
or imagination and no sense of
leadership propelling the
institution towards its core goals of
carrying out high-quality frontier
research in and teaching basic
science at an international level.”

‘Weakening autonomy

The Indian government’s choices
are weakening the IISERs’
institutional autonomy. With
‘outsiders’ and people whose
attention is already divided
between multiple institutions as
leaders, scientists have less
control over decisions that affect
their work.

An institution whose
governance has begun to decline
can still remain scientifically
productive for many years as long
as the people who built its
reputation remain and the ‘TISER’
label is still valuable. But given the
c ive effects of the IISERs’

of authority on the [ISER Boards.
The Boards can benefit from
people with expertise in
administration, industry, finance,
and public policy — but there is a
strong case to draw the leadership
of institutions focused on basic
science from the scientific
community, where there are many
people with distinguished
research careers and substantial
experience in running academic

flagging leadership — of the
institutions becoming less
autonomous and less collegial — it
is reasonable to brace for more
warning signs, including
concentration of authority and an
increasingly risk-averse
institutional culture.

None of them is conducive to
good science or a good education.

mukunth.v@thehindu.co.in

Tamil Nadu’s encroachment problem

The SC has pulled up the State for not dealing with encroachers in Agasthyamalai

STATE OF PLAY

B. Aravind Kumar

rustrated by the Tamil
Nadu government’s in-
ability to evict “en-
croachers” in the Agasthya-
malai landscape, the Supreme
Court recently said the matter
required a structured, time
bound, and closely monitored
framework. A Bench of Justic-
es Vikram Nath and Sandeep
Mehta said that encroach-
ments within the protected
areas of the Agasthyamalai
landscape, including the Kala-
kad Mundanthurai Tiger Re-
serve, the Srivilliputhur-Mega-
malai Tiger Reserve and the
Kanyakumari Wildlife Sanctu-
ary, have persisted over de-
cades despite specific direc-
tions issued by the Madras
High Court and the top court.
In fact, the Supreme Court
went as far to suggest using
the paramilitary to evict the
encroachers to preserve and
protect the ecologically sensi-
tive regions.

The CEC report
Last year, the top court had di-
rected the Central Empo-
wered Committee (CEC) to
conduct an extensive survey
of the Agast i land-

Tamil Nadu

croached with 237.09 hectares
involved in litigation. The re-
port said that whenever the
Forest Department had at-
tempted evictions, law and or-
der issues have arisen; a joint
effort would be necessary.

Further, the CEC observed
that the Srivilliputhur-Mega-
malai Tiger Reserve is one of
the most ecologically vulnera-
ble areas, as it forms the upper
catchment of the Vaigai River,
a critical water source for five
downstream districts. As per
official records of 2020,
around 4,595 individuals are
encroaching upon 5,071.27
hectares of reserved forest
land. The CEC noted that
these encroachments are old,
with many of them involved in
the permanent cultivation of
crops such as silk cotton, car-
damom, and beans, and that
in spite of clear orders from
the High Court to remove en-
Foud

scape in order to identify all
instances of non-forestry ac-
tivities going on contrary to
the Forest Conservation Act,
1980 and the Wild Life (Protec-
tion) Act, 1972 etc. The CEC
submitted its interim report
and made several recommen-
dations, including a time-
bound, division-wise en-
croachment eviction plan.
With regard to the Kanya-
kumari Wildlife Sanctuary, the
CEC reported sizeable en-
croachment, and non-availa-
bility of verified maps of the
reserve forest. An area of
42740 hectares has been en-

TC , no significant
progress has been made so far.
Moreover, a total of 116 go-
vernment and public utility
structures have been con-
structed inside forest lands
without  prior  approval.
Alarmingly, a total of 118 indi-
viduals listed as encroachers
have been identified as serv-
ing or retired government em-
ployees, including personnel
from the Army, Police, Forest
Department, and other State
departments.

With respect to the Kala-
kad-Mudanthurai Tiger Re-
serve, the CEC reported that
the total extent of encroach-

ment is 10.16 hectares by 998
families.

The State’s response

In reply to the CEC report, the
State of Tamil Nadu filed a de-
tailed affidavit listing the steps
taken by the authorities. It
candidly acknowledged the
challenges faced such as resis-
tance from encroachers, on-
going court cases, and that
many encroachers were land-
less and from economically
weaker sections.

While the SC judges ack-
nowledged that the complexi-
ty of the rehabilitation task
was real and could not be un-
derstated, it however could
not be a perpetual justification
for the indefinite postpone-
ment of legally mandated evic-
tion and restoration mea-
sures, they noted. The top
court directed that disciplin-
ary and legal action be initiat-
ed against all identified 118 Go-
vernment servants found to
be encroachers. It also sought
a blanket moratorium on the
extension of welfare schemes,
public utilities, transport facil-
ities, electricity supply, and in-
frastructure support within
encroached forest areas, so as
to ensure that illegal occupa-
tion is neither incentivised nor
legitimised. It also ordered a
complete prohibition on ap-
proval or commencement of
any new non-forestry activity
within Agasthyamalai.

With such clear directions,
the new coalition government
led by C. Joseph Vijay has a
tough task ahead, especially
with the two major Dravidian
parties in the Opposition likely
to oppose it as it involves the
eviction of thousands of fami-
lies. The government also has
the humongous task of reset-
tling and rehabilitating the dis-
placed families as well as res-
toring the original forests.

aravind b@thehindu.co.in

Erratic Trump left with few exits in Iran war

Increased war costs and depleting critical munitions indicate that the US. is caught in a bind in the ongoing Iran-Israel-US. conflict
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Sambavi Parthasarathy
Gauri Singavarapu

he expiry of the U.S’s Mem-
T orandum of Understand-

ing with Iran on Monday
with no indication of any exten-
sion has left Washington with no
clear exit strategy, six months
since it launched attacks on Iran
along with Israel. This is evidenced
in President Donald Trump’s errat-
ic stances on the war, expressed
via his statements (Chart 1).

The chart shows an alternation
between crude threats of destruc-
tion — for instance on March 21, he
said that U.S. will destroy Iran’s
power plants if Tehran didn’t fully
open the Strait of Hormuz — and
softened rhetoric when three days
later he said that the U.S. and Iran
had a productive conversation
about resolution (denied by the
Iranians). The yo-yo nature of his
statements show how the Trump
administration has been stuck in a
quagmire following its actions,
which lacked a clear strategic ob-
jective for the Americans. Rising
fuel and fertilizer prices, the in-
creased costs of waging the war,
and the weakening of military ad-
vantages have caught it in a bind.

Caughtin a bind

The data for the charts were sourced from Truthsocial, Centre for Strategic and International

Studies (CSIS), and Armed Conflict Location & Event Data (ACLED)

The posts were scored as below:

= Strong positive (+4 to +10) : Posts claiming deals, ceasefires and
peace. m Positive (+1 to +3) : Posts acknowledging talks or progress
of dealsm Negative (-1 to-3) : Posts accusing and mocking Iran, its
powers and its leadership m Hostile posts (-4 to-6) : Posts directly
threatening to retaliate or punish Iran and its allies while demanding

“unconditional surrender”

CHART 1: The chart plots
U.S. President Trump’s

Truth Social posts related
to Iran since Feb. 28, 2026

CHART 2: Events g

of attacks by the
U.S.and Iran
in the ongoing 40
conflict. Attacks
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For the above chart, The Hindu scraped and analysed around 187 Iran-related posts made by Mr. Trump on his Truth Social
account. ‘Re-Truths’ or reposts, posts that did not mention anything on Iran war, or posts containing quoted article links
and images were not included in the analysis

The red dots indicate
that the nature of the
posts were hostile
while the blue dots
indicate otherwise

South India.

gkl

I Attacks by Iran
I Attacks by the U.S.

February 28,2026

L

""r\‘\l'rn—ﬂ—r‘w—r
August 17,2026

FIFTY YEARS AGO AUGUST 20, 1976

Wandiwash Fort to be
preserved as monument

Madras, August 19: The Fort at Wandiwash in
north Arcot district, where a battle was fought
between the English and the French in mid-18th
century AD, now in ruins is to be preserved as a
monument of State importance by the Tamil
Nadu Government.

The Battle of Wandiwash (1760 AD) practically
ended the French supremacy and marked the
triumph and ascendancy of the British regime in

Extending over a square mile, the Fort, which
is right in the midst of the town is in a state of
neglect. It is a village by itself. The ramparts,
except in a small portion are intact. There is a
big entrance. In the centre, many residential
buildings have sprung up over the years.
Necessary funds have now been sanctioned by
the Government to protect this historic Fort.

There are no records about the origin of this
Fort, but experts feel that it must have been the
hub of activity in the Vijayanagar period
(13th-14th century). It fell into the hands of the
British around 1750 AD when Hyder Ali captured
it from them. He entered Wandiwash via
Chengam and Tiruvannamalai and after taking
the Fort, stayed in Vellore. The British
recaptured it from the Muslim ruler a year later.
Again, Wandiwash was the scene of a major
battle between the French and the British in
January 1760, the former led by Count de Lalli
and the latter’s army by Sir Eyrecoote. The
French were defeated and Bussi, one of the
prominent leaders, was captured.

" C;’g“?; y to xﬂ?‘-‘;l} %e";_‘“:‘:' TABLE 1: Estimated cost of the Iran war for the U.S. TABLE 2: Cost of select expended ground attack and air defence munitions and their rate of production
0ns on the weakening ol ran,
Iran has not budged from its posi- Category Cost Remarks ) . Costto | o uction Total
tions, despite being subject to in- Deployment/ | $0.17bn | Most activities already Munition Type “::"f: Lo s :P':'::: 4 | rate (missites °""::'F:';““ delivery time A HUNDRED YEARS AGO AUGUST 20, 1926
tense bombing and a renewed na- in budget per Year) (In months) .
val blockade. Munitions | §26.1bn__| Main driver of war costs Floods in Burma
Meanwhile, the aerial bombing, Higher $0.75bn | Includes personnel e T 100 _| S26M | Sami 79 o “
missiles and drone-led retaliations :':r:’a;"’“a' benefits i "m( o do'ﬂ"':i‘ss“e) 1100+ | $19M | $238B 385 144 48 Rangoon, August 19: A telephone message from
by Iran have created a new bottle- 2 5 TR Prsu (Precision Sirlk Pegu states water is going down. Approximate
neck for the U.S. and its allies, who Equipment L7535 | Alreraft and major rSM(Brecsion Strike estimate has been made of rice in the town and
: s ; losses bn r MS(Army | 150380 | $16M | $0.58 56 45 46 2
are running low on critical muni- - Tactical Missile System) there is no danger of a general shortage of food;
tions (Table 2) Base damage §4.0-59.4 Structures and interior but acertain number Ofpe() le are runni g
This will also come at a great Ll SR PAtIGE(PACT) LT DB L S = = = short in their houses and arrl.)angemems are
5 : Other DOD costs |S15bn | Higher fuel costs, inal Hi ¢ ok ]
cost. According to estimates by g e carnesed mﬁﬁgéf{;’:';:}e’:f; 190-290 | $119M | $2.3-53.58 28 5 53 being made to distribute to them, the main
gg{‘%ﬂ??ﬂ’ llummnp T o Total $34.2-$41.5 bn SM-3 (Standard Missile-3) | 130-250 | $28.7M | $3.9-57.58 53 12 64 (hmp(ﬁ%i:é lmas]ssp);rsl;en gers who were stranded
have already incurred huge costs The estimates by CSIS is as of June 23, 2026 and predates SM2/6(standard 190-370 | $4.3M | $0.8-$1.6B 96 10 53 at Payagi had reached Pegu and proceeded to
(-$40 billion) (Table 1. Iran’s de- ceasefire violations and latest developments. The actual Missile-2/6) . Both the Hom’ble Ministers are still
tormination. to. withetand the  costofthe prolonging confiict could be much higher Theastimtes for s expendadis s o une 2026 Feplacing exsting muiions alone willcosthe rump (last night) at Payagi. There is no news from the
blockade is COSH‘.\'Ig the U.S. both . . . ) ) . administration L?rvm/n Z. b illion. However, it is not just t! €CO§II (:It rm_mels. The U.S. is also running low on time to other towns further up the line (Pyu.n(aza Daiki
e : Gauri Singavarapu is interning with The Hindu's Data team | replace these critical munitions as they have  lengthy production timeline L
militarily and monetarily. etc) as the telegraph line is apparently broken.
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NEWS IN NUMBERS

Electors marked under

China’s youth Black Americans Excess deaths Police personnel from
unemployment rate in  elected as governors recorded in France specialised units
July in US. history during July heatwave  redeployed

in per cent. China's
17 9 youth unemployment
b rate rose to 17.9%
in July, the second-highest level in recent

years, according to the National Bureau of
Statistics. The rise coincided with a record

Across 250 years, only three elected
3 governors in the United States have

been Black, including Maryland
Governor Wes Moore. With Florida
Republicans nominating Congressman
Byron Donalds, there are now eight Black

12.7 million university entering
the job market. e7i

party gubernatorial nominees on
November ballots this year. s

France recorded
’ 1,243 excess

deaths between

The Telangana Police
Department is rationalising

its manpower by

July 2 and 22 during a according
to the national public health agency. The
figure brings the still provisional number of
excess deaths during this year’s periods of
high temperatures to 7,300. ar

from specialised
units to meet the changing nature of crime
and public safety challenges. As part of
this, 513 personnel are being redeployed to
eight departments. eni

ASDDO categories in
SIR in Karnataka

in crore. More than 1.07

l 07 crore electors have

® been marked under the
Absent, Shifted, Dead, Duplicate, and
Others (ASDDO) category during the
ongoing SIR of electoral rolls in Karnataka,
officials said on Wednesday. rn
COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM
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The myth called ‘perfect victinr’

The Tejpal case shows how the ‘ideal victim' stereotype can shape judicial perceptions, with survivors often judged by their behaviour and personal background

rather than the evidence; such assumptions have created a hierarchy of victimisation, prompting the court to call for greater gender sensitivity in judicial writing

LETTER & SPIRIT
Grace Paul Vallooran

1 August 6, the Goa Division

Bench of the Bombay High

Court set aside the 2021

judgment of the trial court that
had acquitted Tarun Tejpal. The High
Court convicted Tejpal, the former editor
of Tehelka magazine, and sentenced him
to 10 years of rigorous imprisonment for
raping a former colleague.

While terming the trial court’s ruling
“perverse”, the High Court also said that
it had fallen for the notion that a sexual
assault complainant must be a ‘perfect
victim® and conduct herself in a certain
way to appear credible.

diabolism to the offence, but a careful
examination of her statement again offers
an alternate conclusion of misadventure
stemming from a promiscuous attitude
and a voyeuristic mind.” This remark
placed the survivor’s sexual behaviour at
the centre of the court’s assessment,
effectively questioning her status as an
‘ideal victim’.

These rulings have demanded a
‘performance’ of trauma from survivors.
Any digression from that expected
behaviour has cast doubts on the
survivors’ credibility and status as
legitimate. The rulings reflect Christie’s
theory that victimhood is not an objective
state, but a deeply gendered moral status
that can be granted or denied by society.

The Tejpal case
In 2021, in the Tejpal case, the Goa

THE GIST

v
Nils Christie's ‘ideal victim'
theory holds that vulnerability,
respectability and innocence
shape who is perceived as
deserving of sympathy.

v

Court rulings in cases such as
Mathura, Bhanwari Devi and
Tejpal show how survivors'
behaviour and personal
circumstances have been used
to question their credibility.

v

The Supreme Court has
recently urged judges to avoid
such assumptions, noting that

Nils Christie’s concept GETTYIMAGES | Sessions Court noted that there were !
What is the idea of a ‘perfect victim’ or an several discrepancies in the survivor's traiima cafiiaffect siivivors
‘ideal victim’? It was theorised by victim' is the idea of the ‘ideal offender’. acquitting the accused policemen, noted | versions. It also said that while the victim ~ 9/ferenty.
Norwegian criminologist Nils Christieina | According to Christie, such an individual the absence of any alarm or resistance had claimed to be in shock and trauma
chapter of the same name, in the book must be framed as purely bad, dangerous, | from the survivor or injuries on her body. after exiting the lift on November 7, 2013,
From Crime Policy to Victim Policy, in and a stranger to the victim so that it Similarly, in the gang-rape case of the CCTV footage showed that she was
1986. becomes easy for society not to like him. social worker Bhanwari Devi (1992) that composed and smiling.
Christie said the ‘ideal victim’ or When the offender is a familiar person became a catalyst for the formulation of The High Court criticised the Sessions
‘perfect victim® possesses five main with a “good background story”, the the Vishakha guidelines and later, the Court for focusing on the complainant’s
attributes. First, they are often female, ‘ideal’” dynamic breaks down. enactment of the Sexual Harassment of conduct, reactions, and personal
disabled, very young, or very old, and are In the case of Tejpal, his social status ‘Women at Workplace (Prevention, background instead of the evidence on
therefore weak in relation to the offender. | and his image as a liberal intell 1 Prohibition and Red 1) Act, 2013, the record. It also noted that a survivor has
Second, they are involved in “respectable complicated this stereotype of the ‘ideal Jaipur District and Sessions Court in 1995 already faced trauma and might feel too
activities”. Third, they cannot reasonably | offender’. As per Christie’s argument, acquitted the accused of gang rape. The ashamed, nervous, or confused to
be blamed for being where they were when there is no ‘ideal offender” to hate, court reasoned that it was unlikely that respond clearly when questioned
during the crime. Fourth, they do not it becomes hard to perceive an ‘ideal upper caste men would “pollute” repeatedly in an unfamiliar environment.
know the offender personally. Fifth, they victim’ to sympathise with. themselves by having sexual i The Court has ioned
are attacked by a perpetrator who is “big with a Dalit woman. In short, in the eyes this idea in some of its judgments. In
and bad”. Christie also noted that while Hierarchy of victimisation of the court, Devi’s caste status made her 2025, former Chief Justice B.R. Gavai had
being weak, the victim must have enough | This narrow perception of an ‘ideal an unlikely ‘ideal victim’. apologised on behalf of the judiciary for
social power to influence sympathy and victim’ creates a hierarchy of In 2017, in an interim order, a Punjab the Supreme Court judgment in the
have their victim status recognised. victimisation. Those who are thought of and Haryana High Court division bench Mathura case, calling it a “moment of
This one-size-fits-all idea of victimhood | as “undeserving” are even perceived as suspended the sentences and granted bail | institutional embarrassment”.
is propagated widely — by the media, contributing to the situation and receive to three former Jindal Global Law School Recently, on August 3, the Supreme
social media, films, and by the larger less sympathy or none at all. students convicted of gang-raping and Court issued a report recommending
society. Race, class, gender and other For instance, in the 1979 Mathura blackmailing a classmate. It described the | greater gender sensitivity in judicial
factors are involved in these dramatic custodial rape case of a teenager, the survivor’s behaviour as having a writing. It cautioned judges against
portrayals where the most “innocent” Sessions Court had relied on the “perverse streak”. drawing adverse conclusions from
and “deserving” become the ‘ideal victim’ | survivor’s previous sexual experience to The court said, “...We are conscious of delayed reporting, lack of physical
while others are viewed as “undeserving” | reason that she had likely consented, and the fact that allegations of the victim injuries, inconsistencies in testimony or a
of sympathy, Christie argued. described her as “habituated to sexual regarding her being threatened into survivor’s demeanour, noting that trauma
In contrast to the idea of the ‘ideal intercourse”. The Supreme Court, while submission and blackmail lend sufficient affects people differently.
W L marriage from converting to Islam purely THE GIST
hy is the Supreme Court st
second time. The court noted, “the
v

examining polygamy again?

What are the petitioners seeking? What has the court ruled on polygamy before?

Ziya Us Salam

The story so far:
he Muslim men’s supposed
right to have multiple wives is
once again before the Supreme
Court. Following a petition
challenging the constitutional status of
polygamy, the court sought the Centre’s
response last week. It also asked the
Centre to consider taking suitable
legislative steps to abolish the practice for
all citizens, irrespective of religion. The
petition was filed by five activists, who
sought to have polygamy treated as a
criminal offence under Section 82 of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita.

Incidentally, Section 82 applies to
non-Muslims and provides for a
punishment of up to seven years for
marrying another person during the
subsistence of an existing marriage. The
petitioners also sought annulment of the
exemptions granted under Muslim
Personal Law.

»

What are the petitioners seeking?
The five petitioners challenged the
constitutional validity of Section 2 of the
Muslim Personal Law (Shariat)
Application Act, 1937, which permits
polygamy. They claimed that the said Act
is against the Constitution’s Articles 14, 15,
and 16, which provide equality to all
citizens irrespective of their religion or
gender. They also requested the court to
direct the Union government to take steps
towards the codification of Muslim
Personal Law to ensure that its provisions
run parallel to Constitutional provisions
of gender equality.

They sought compulsory registration of
Muslim marriages and divorces with State
authorities to prevent any second or
subsequent marriage of a man with a
subsisting marriage. In case this was
flouted, the first wife and children should
have the first and lasting right to the
matrimonial home.

The petitioners also sought the court to
direct the Law Commission of India or the

Union government to prepare a draft for
the codification of Muslim Personal Law
that aligns marriage, divorce, and
succession with constitutional principles
of gender equality. Incidentally, two of
the activists had reached out to the
Supreme Court to prohibit instant triple
talaq in the famous Shayara Bano and
others case. Then too, they argued that
the practice of triple talaq violates
fundamental rights of women. Following
their petition, the apex court had
invalidated instant triple talaq in August
2017. The court had then refrained from
giving its verdict on polygamy and nikah
halala, which too had been sought.
Following the verdict, the Centre framed
the Muslim Women (Protection of Rights
on Marriage) Act in 2019. The Act made
instant triple talaq a punishable offence.

‘What has the court ruled before?

In the much-talked-about Sarla Mudgal
case of 1995, the Supreme Court
prohibited a Hindu man with a subsisting

second marriage of a Hindu husband after
converting to Islam without having
dissolved the first marriage is void.”

The court ruled on similar lines in the
Lily Thomas v. Union of India case in
2000. Here the Supreme Court reiterated
its stand of the Sarla Mudgal case, holding
that a second marriage contracted after a
feigned conversion to Islam was illegal
and punishable under Section 494 of the
Indian Penal Code.

Does Islam sanction polygamy?
Contrary to the contention that the Quran
encourages polygamy, the book
encourages monogamy. It permits a man
to have up to four wives in special
circumstances, such as marrying a widow
or an orphan. It, however, makes it
incumbent upon him to grant them
complete equality. This being a practical
impossibility, it asks men to desist from
multiple marriages.

Says verse 3 of Surah Nisa, “If you fear
you might fail to give orphan women their
due rights if you were to marry them,
then marry other women of your choice —
two, three, or four. But if you are afraid
you will fail to maintain justice, then
content yourselves with one.” Pertinently,
this verse was revealed at a time when
many men used to have multiple spouses,
their numbers often running into three
figures.

The Supreme Court has sought
the Centre’s response to a
petition challenging polygamy
under Muslim Personal Law
and asked it to consider
legislative steps to abolish the
practice for all citizens,
irrespective of religion.

v

The petitioners have
challenged the constitutional
validity of the law permitting
polygamy, seeking its
criminalisation, compulsory
registration of Muslim
marriages and divorces, and
cadification of Muslim Personal
Law in line with gender
equality.
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Punjab’s decade-long journey towards a
formal sacrilege law

Punjab has made repeated attempts to enact a stringent sacrilege law, with earlier Bills facing constitutional objections and the latest State law now

under challenge; the 2026 law raises questions of equality, proportionality, federal legislative competence and secularism

Prathmesh Kher

unjab’s journey towards a

codified sacrilege law

illustrates how these pressures

play out at the State level. In
2016, the then Akali Dal-BJP government
passed a bill imposing life imprisonment
for sacrilege committed specifically
against the Guru Granth Sahib. The
Centre returned it, objecting that a law
protecting only one religion’s scripture
could not sit easily with India’s secular
Constitution. In 2018, the succeeding
Congress government tried again, this
time extending the same life sentence to
the Guru Granth Sahib, the Bhagavad
Gita, the Quran, and the Bible through a
new Section 295AA of the Penal Code.
That Bill, too, was returned without
Presidential assent.

A further attempt followed in July
2025, when the Aam Aadmi Party
government introduced the Punjab
Prevention of Offences Against Holy
Scripture(s) Bill, again covering all four
‘texts, with sentences ranging from ten
years to life. That Bill was sent to a select
committee and has since been effectively
shelved. Instead, the State government
found a narrower route: rather than
amending the central Penal Code, it
amended an existing State law concerned
specifically with the ceremonial custody
of the Guru Granth Sahib. Because this
technically falls within the State’s own
legislative competence, the government
argued that it requires no Presidential
assent, and the Governor’s signature was
enough to bring it into force in April 2026.

The manoeuvre has not gone
unchallenged. A petition before the
Punjab and Haryana High Court argues
that a life sentence is a matter of criminal
law, which sits on the Concurrent List and
therefore cannot simply bypass central
scrutiny by dressing itself up as an
amendment to a ceremonial statute.
Critics have also pointed out that, in
covering only the Sikh scripture, the
current law revives precisely the
objection that sank the 2016 attempt: a
State cannot credibly claim to be
protecting “communal harmony” while
legislating in favour of one faith’s
sentiments and not another’s. Whichever
way the litigation goes, the sequence of
events across a decade shows a State
legislature persistently trying, by one
route or another, to entrench a sacrilege
code of ever-increasing severity,
undeterred by repeated constitutional
rebuffs.

The constitutional contradiction
Secularism was declared part of the
Constitution’s unamendable “basic
structure” in S.R. Bommai versus Union of
India, precisely so that the State could
neither favour a religion nor punish
disrespect towards one. Article 25
guarantees not just the right to practise
religion but, implicitly, the space for
social reformers, sceptics and atheists to
challenge religious practise, since the
same article subjects the right to religious
freedom to “public order, morality and
health” and permits the State to legislate
for social welfare and reform even where
‘this cuts against religious custom. Article
19(1)(a) guarantees free speech in the
same breath that Article 19(2) permits
“reasonable restrictions” in the interests

of public order, decency or morality.

A cartoon, a novel, a documentary, a
stray remark on social media: all can be
made to fit the language of “insult”
without any accompanying threat of
actual disorder, and Indian criminal
procedure allows a First Information
Report to be lodged, and an accused to be
arrested, well before any court examines
whether the constitutionally required
“deliberate and malicious intent” was in
fact present. The chilling effect happens
at the point of complaint, not at the point
of conviction.

The Supreme Court has, in a
neighbouring context, already endorsed
exactly this objection. In Shreya Singhal
versus Union of India in 2015, it struck
down Section 66A of the Information
Technology Act in its entirety, holding
that criminalising online messages using
undefined terms such as “offensive” and
“menacing” left the provision
impermissibly vague, invited arbitrary
enforcement, and chilled protected
speech in violation of Article 19(1)(a).
Section 295A and its BNS successor rest
on terms no more precise, “outrage,”
“insult,” “religious feelings”, policed after
the fact by whichever officer happens to
receive the complaint, yet the court has
never brought the Shreya Singhal
reasoning to bear on the provision whose
own constitutionality it settled, without
revisiting it since Ramji Lal Modi almost
sixty years earlier. The inconsistency
reads as reluctance rather than principle:
it is easier to strike down a recent statute
governing an unfamiliar medium than to
unsettle an eighty-year-old precedent
with a long and emotionally fraught

Faith and law: A Sikh priest carries Sri Guru Granth Sahib, in Amritsar on July 24. ANi

history behind it.

The Punjab context

Set against Punjab's law specifically, the
contradiction sharpens into several
distinct legal problems. The first concerns
equality. By protecting only the Guru
Granth Sahib and no other scripture, the
2026 Act revives the very objection that
sank the 2016 attempt: a provision
drawing a line between one community’s
sacred text and every other’s needs an
“intelligible differentia” bearing a
“rational nexus” to its stated purpose of
communal harmony, the test the
Supreme Court set out in State of West
Bengal versus Anwar Ali Sarkar, and it is
difficult to see how singling out one faith
serves a purpose framed in terms of all of
them.

This is not merely a doctrinal
prediction. In May 2026, the Anglican
Church of India, through its Amritsar
bishop, petitioned the Punjab and
Haryana High Court arguing that the Act
creates a religion-specific penal regime
thatviolates the constitutional guarantee
of equality before law, and sought both
the quashing of the Act and a stay on its
implementation.

The Bench’s response points to an
underappreciated wrinkle in the equality
argument itself: it reportedly questioned
how a church whose own scripture the
Act does not touch could claim to be
aggrieved by it at all, a question that
inadvertently demonstrates the very
defect being alleged, since a law can
discriminate in structure while leaving
those it excludes without the
conventional standing to challenge it. The

petition remains pending.

The second is a matter of
proportionality. The Act’s mandatory
minimum sentence, which under its most
serious provisions can extend to life
imprisonment and leaves no room for a
judge to calibrate punishment to the facts
of a given case, sits awkwardly beside
Mithu versus State of Punjab, in which the
Supreme Court struck down a different
mandatory sentencing provision precisely
because it stripped courts of discretion
and so failed the test of a “just, fair and
reasonable” procedure that Maneka
Gandhi versus Union of India had read into
Article 21; that the earlier case also
happened to arise out of Punjab makes
the parallel almost too neat. The third
goes to federal competence. Criminal law
sits on the Concurrent List, and Article
254 provides that a State law repugnant to
a central enactment on the same subject,
such as the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita’s own
provisions on sacrilege and on outraging
religious feeling, is void to that extent
unless it has received Presidential assent
under Article 254(2). Punjab avoided that
requirement in 2026 by amending a
pre-existing, ostensibly ceremonial state
statute rather than the BNS directly, an
approach now under challenge in the
Punjab and Haryana High Court on
precisely the ground that a life sentence
for the same underlying wrong cannot
dodge central scrutiny merely by
changing which statute book it sits in.
Each of these is a distinct constitutional
infirmity, quite apart from the broader
secularism argument above, and Punjab’s
law arguably carries all three at once.
(Second in a three-part series)
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Three years ago, Spain defeated England, 1-0, to win the country’s first Women’s World
Cup. Here is a quiz to test your knowledge of the FIFA Women's World Cup

Sindhu Nagaraj

[
QUESTION 1
When was the competition first held?

A

QUESTION 2

Where was the inaugural tournament
held?

[

QUESTION 3

Which country has won the tournament
the maximum number of times?

[N

QUESTION 4

Which country is scheduled to host the
2027 edition?

| 8

QUESTION 5

Starting from which year will the number
of finalists once again increase from 32 to
487

™ ¢
K *

Visual Question:
In this image, which team won the 2019 FIFA Women's World Cup

title?

Ladakh and has become a

Dras

country for subverting the

Pervez Musharraf
3. This Army officer,

Questions and Answers to the
previous day’s daily quiz: 1.

This town, on National Highway
1, is often called the Gateway to

tourist spot because of its Kargil
War association. Name it. Ans:

2. This man, who partly grew up
in Turkey, sent planeloads of
relief to India following the
Guijarat earthquake, just two
years after the Kargil War for
which he was the architect. He
was sentenced to death in his

Constitution. Name him. Ans:
posthumously awarded the

Param Vir Chakra, was killed at
point 4875 during the Kargil War.

He was played by Siddharth Malhotra
in the 2021 film Shershah. Name him.
Ans: Captain Vikram Batra

4. This elite squadron that executed
Operation Safed Sagar was also
involved in executing Operation
Sindoor in 2025. Name them. Ans:
Golden Arrows

5. What was the military operation to
clear out the Kargil sector called?
Ans: Operation Vijay

Visual: Indian Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee is seen in this photo
with Pakistani Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif in 1999 just months before the
Kargil war broke out. What was the
name of the peace agreement that
they signed? Ans: Lahore
Declaration
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FROM THE ARCHIVES

Know your
English

S. Upendran

Why do people say that there is a ‘bug’
in the computer? (T. Ravindran,
Vellore)

‘Whenever something goes wrong with
one’s computer, people generally say that
it has a “bug”.

How did the word “bug” become
associated with computers? Well, believe
it or not, the original “debugging” process
involved the removal of a bug from a
computer! The story goes that a computer
at the Naval Surface Warfare Center in
Dahlgren, Virginia, malfunctioned. Grace
Hopper, a Naval Officer, was asked to
determine what was wrong with it. She
opened up the computer and started
checking the circuits. What do you think
she found? She found a moth stuck in one
of the circuits. When she removed the
insect, the computer started working
again. This incident took place in 1945;
since then whenever something goes
wrong with a computer, people say there
is a bug in it. This is the story that most
people tell as to why the word “bug” has
come to be associated with computers.
But the fact is, the word “bug” has been
used to mean “defect” for several
centuries - long before computers came
into being! By the way, the moth that
Grace Hopper removed is displayed at the
Smithsonian Museum of American
History in Washington, DC.

‘What is the meaning and origin of the
expression “rule of thumb”? (N.
Saraswathi, Bangalore)

The next time you watch your mother or
grandmother cook, pay close attention to
the manner in which she measures the
salt to put in the sambar or curry. Does
she measure it at all? They seem to have a
rough idea of how much salt to put in;
this instinct that they have is based on
experience. And that is what the
expression “rule of thumb” means. It's a
rough method of calculation based on
experience. Your calculations may not be
exact, but you will come up with an
approximately correct answer.

There are several explanations as to the
origin of this expression. The standard
explanation is that whenever we want to
measure something roughly, we
invariably use the thumb to do it. The first
joint of the thumb in the case of most
adults is roughly one inch long. Many
people use this approximation to measure
other objects. This is what we mean by
“rule of thumb”. This makes a lot of
sense; after all, we have all done this
some time or the other. But an
explanation which is much more popular
is the following. People contend that
there was a Common Law in England,
which stipulated that when beating one’s
wife, the stick used should not be broader
than one’s thumb! This rule was only for
wife beating — the rule of thumb did not
apply when beating one’s child or
husband! Many scholars have discarded
this wife-beating theory because they
have been unable to find any mention of
such a rule in Law books.

How is the word “sleuth”
pronounced? (D. Sundaramoorthy,
Chennai)

The “eu” is pronounced like the “00” in
“cool”, “pool”, and “fool”, while the final
“th” is like the “th” in “thank”, “think”,
and “through”. In other words, sleuth
rhymes with “tooth”, “booth”, and
“truth”. Any idea who or what a “sleuth”
is? Well, a sleuth is a detective. The word
st ) 1 1

d to be rather old-fashioned
Published in The Hindu on September 9,
2001

Word of the day

Aspersion:
a disparaging remark

Synonyms: criticism, attack, contempt,
insult

Usage: she was angry at the aspersions
made about her work.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/aspersion

International Phonetic
Alphabet: jasps:fon/

~
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Unhealthy situation

Private healthcare needs better regulation

he 176th Parliamentary panel report on

health and hospitals comprehensively

points out the ways in which patients suffer
abad deal. They are faced with twin crises of access
and affordability, because public health facilities are
inadequate in relation to the demand for them, while
private care at the secondary and tertiary levels is
concentrated in the southern States and large cities
and is 10 times as expensive.

The private sector caters to over 60 per
cent of inpatient and 70 per cent of
outpatient care, and its service quality and
price are largely unregulated in practice.
The report flags these rather well-known
facts, but the challenge lies in ensuring that
solutions are implemented. There are three
broad domains to be looked into. These
pertain to regulating hospitals in terms of
providing good healthcare at reasonable
prices; ensuring that the insurance system
works for most; and raising budgetary
outlays on health to ensure access and
affordability. On the first, the House panel
rightly says that hospitals should display
their ‘schedule of charges’ and create a
national body to implement a cap on
procedures and diagnostics. A standardised
treatment protocol too would empower
patients. The suggestion that hospitals
should set aside 20 per cent of their beds for
free treatment for the tax cuts and subsidies
they get has been established even in court,
but has simply not been implemented.
Similarly, a national health regulator has not
been effective.

Amidst this regulatory tardiness,
corporate hospitals have prospered. The top
three corporate hospitals have seen their
EBITDA margins grow from 9.3 per cent in
FY19t019.4 per centin FY26. Accreditation
for hospitals, that ensures minimum
standards, is at present voluntary. The
report calls for a mandatory framework
making the accreditation body NABH’s
system transparent and friendly even to the
small health establishments. The Clinical
Establishments Act needs to be evenly
implemented. A report by this newspaper
cites a few reputed hospitals having a cost
accounting department. Meanwhile, the
panel report rightly notes the importance of
pooling medicine procurement.

Oninsurance, the panel report observes
that while insurance coverage is 46 per cent,
out-of-pocket expenditure per episode is
over 334,000 on average, a data point thatat
once indicates that insurance does not cover
costs adequately, and that the latter are
extremely high. However, the report could
have gone further than merely urge the
insurance regulator to look into these
issues, and suggest modifications in
Ayushman Bharat, a successful measure that
however needs to hook in private players by
raising its reimbursement rates. Insurance
claim denials are a huge concern.
Meanwhile, the report’s suggestion to raise
public health spending to 5 per cent of GDP
(less than 2 per cent now) is
unexceptionable, as public health facilities
alone can guarantee both qualityand
universal coverage.

OTHER VOICES.

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL.
, S :

High anxiety in the bond market

Apparently “rout” is the new word for interest rates returning toa historical
norm. That's one impression from the freakout now attending a repricing in
global bond markets that's resetting the global financial system to its
pre-2008 level. Note the dates here. The 30-year US Treasury yield on
Tuesday touched 5339 per cent, its highest since 2007. The 10-year at
about 4.7 per cent is near its highest level since early 2025. The benchmark
French 10-year, at about 4.1 per cent, is its highest since 2008. The 10-year
German bund, at about 3.26 per cent, has returned to its level of 2011,
None of these moves upward have been sudden, despite the hubbub in
market commentary this week. (vew vas auaust 1)

__CHINADAILY

Mexico should handle trade issues prudently

The Mexican government is reportedly exploring the possibility of further
expanding the trade restrictions and raising tariffs on certain imported goods,
while continuing case-by-case investigations into alleged “dumping” by China
and other countries. In January, Mexico imposed tariffs of up to 50 per cent on
approximately 1,500 products from nations with which it does not have a free
trade agreement, a policy that has directly impacted China. Bilateral economic
cooperation is based on international rules and market principles, with mutual
benefit as its defining characteristic. Politicizing economic issues serves no
one’s interests. Mexico should think twice before moving forward with the new
trade restrictions. The move comes as Mexico is seeking to persuade the US to
lower tariffs on its automotive and steel products. evine, avsust 19;
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The case for tax-free annuities

BANKABLE. A retiree’s income, secured through an annuity, is less likely to require emergency state support in old age

TC SUSEEL KUMAR
R SUDHAKAR

hereisafundamental

paradoxat the heart of

India’s public finance

framework: the Union

Government waives income
tax for investors who lend it money for
five years, yet levies lifetime slab-rate
taxes on retirees who commit their
savings for decades.

Consider Section 85 of the
Income-Tax Act, 2025. A property seller
with a large capital gain can secure a
complete tax exemption up to 50 lakh
by investing in five-year infrastructure
bondsissued by entities such as REC,
PFC,HUDCO and IRFC. The logicis
clear: the sovereign forgoes short-term
tax revenue to secure low-cost, directed
capital for national infrastructure. A
decade ago, tax-free infrastructure
bonds under Section 10(15)(iv) (h) used
the same model to channel retail savings
into highways and railways.

Yetwhen an Indian retiree converts
life savings into an annuity — providing
regulated, long-duration capital that
ultimately flows substantially into
government securities — the sovereign
offers no comparable income-tax relief.
Instead, periodic annuity income is
taxed at slab rates for life. India haslefta
valuable economic trade half-made.

TOUGH TIMES. As India ages, household financial fragility in retirement will become a growing social-security challenge srocx

securities and State Development
Loans. Legally, the retiree owns an
insurance contract; economically, the
arrangement channels long-duration
savings into sovereign debt throughan
nsurer.

The contrast is striking. The tax-| free
bond investor

into capital returned and interest
earned. Part of every taxed payment is
the buyer’s own capital, taxed twice.

‘THE PROPOSAL
The predictable objection from the
Ministry of mence and CBDT could be

financing short-term state-directed
borrowing. The annuity buyer provides
vastly longer-duration capital and pays
full slab-rate tax on the resulting
income.

that NPS sub dy enjoy
substantial tax benefits and that
exempting annuity payouts would create
excessive tax shelter.

But this overlooks the annuity’s
economic function. Its income is
d by the insurer’s

The case for ds beyond
tax parity. As India ages, household
financial [ragl]i

become a growing social-security
challenge Murual-fund ws!em:mc

deployment of fundsinto long—dumnon
debt, including government securities.
‘Taxing the payout therefore taxes the
return generated by cnpllal thatis

The GST Council touk ani

1 plans, equity portf
fixed d retirees to market

first stepon 22,2025, by
1life

annuily premiums from the GST. But

the more consequential issue remains:

income tax on the annuity payout.

volaullty reinvestment risk and the
possibility of exhausting their capital.
Annuities uniquely transfer longevity
risk to a regulated financial institution,
Through mortality pooling, they

WHERE THE CORPUS GOES guarantee income foras long as the
Under the National Pension System annuitant lives.
(NPS), in Inreti -pl

market-linked funds with tax
advantages. At retirement, up to 60 per
cent of the corpus can be withdrawn
tax-free, while the balance purchasesan
annuity from a PFRDA-empanelled
provider, with the purchase itself
exempt.

PFRDA regulations notified in
December 2025 reduced mandatory
annuitisation for non-government
subscribers on normal exit from 40 per
cent to 20 per cent, and removed it
entirely fora corpus of T8 lakh or less.
However, because the lump-sum
exemption remains capped at 60 per
cent, the additional 20 per cent now
withdrawable is taxed at slab rates.
Pension regulation has moved faster
than the tax code.

Once the corpus reaches an insurer,
IRDAl investment rules directa
substantial share into government

annuities are routinely absent since
tax-conscious advisers have little
incentive to recommend a product
whose payouts are taxed at slab rates.
Outside the NPS the position xs

the
More importantly, the annuity
combines three public objectives:
mobilising long-term capital,
transferring longevity risk away from
households and reducing potemml

securities and SDLs could
conservatively reach ¥40,000-50,000
crore annually. Even a modest
50-basis-point reduction in sovereign
borrowing costs would generate
recurring interest savings as the debt
stock grows.

There isalsoaless visible fiscal
benefit. Every retiree whose lifetime
income is secured through an annuity is
less vulnerable to exhausting savings
and requiring emergency state support
inold age. That reduction in future
welfare liabilities has significant
long-term economic value.

Implementation should be sequenced
carefully. IRDAI should mandate
inflation-linked annuity options,
strengthen distributor controls and
prescribe standardised yield disclosures.
PFRDA should build a transparent
platform for comparing annuity rates.
Tax-deduction-at-source rules must also
bealigned so that an exempt payment i is

futured on pported
old-age welfare,

Parliament should therefore provide
that annual annuity income up to 12
lakh be excluded from total income for
regulated lifetime annuity products
issued by IRDAI-registered insurers,
witha flat 10 per cent final withholding.
tax onthe excess.

worse. That cos Iready-ta
household savmgs. and Indian law has
no exclusion ratio, splitting each payout

Annuity combines three
public objectives:
mobilising long-term
capital, transferring
longevity risk away from
households and reducing
potential future dependence
on state-supported

old-age welfare

should apply on}y to hfemne annuities

not first dand only later
India has already demonstrated that it
is willing to exchange tax revenue for
strategic capital. Capital-gains bonds
and tax-free infrastructure bonds used
precisely this mechanism: revenue
foregone today in return for stable,
directed financing of national priorities.
The annuity offers the same trade at
eater scale and longer duration, while
addressing an equally urgent priority:
d lifetime income foran

orafter 10n,

mclud.lngvannn[s that return the
purchase price to nominees on death.
Deferred accumulation products,
surrender-heavy wealth products and
disguised tax-free bonds should remain
outside the regime. Insurers should
report exempt payouls through
PAN-based tracki

The direct rcvcnue sacrifice would be
real, but the wider fiscal economics
could be favourable. If tax parity
expands the retail annuity market,
additional institutional capital flowing
into long-dated central government

agcmg population.

The government has proved twice
that it can make this bargain. With the
recent GST exemption, it has beguna
third. What remains is to complete it:
remove income tax on annuity income
upta the threshold, put the annuity
firmly on every retirement planner’s
table, and allow India’s retail savings to
fund bothits retirees and its
nation-building needs.

Kumar

isformer LIC.

Gold loans: Inclusion engine or leverage trap?

Gold loans are often layered onto existing liabilities, suggesting they are a conduit for rising household leverage

— retail loans (23 per cent) during the
Saumitra Bhaduri same period. The report also noted that
bo(h banks and NBFCs have
ndian household with ded their gold loan
gold seems insatiable. lios in 2025-26, g growth
suggest that households hold in other retail loan categones, mcludmg
between $2.4 trillion and $10 trillion housing loans,

worth of gold, by some measures
exceeding annual GDP and accounting
for nearly 65 per cent of non-property
wealth.

For decades, economists have viewed
thisas a constraint on growth, as gold
neither finances productive investment
nor circulates through credit markets,
and hence lacks the multiplier effects
associated with other financial assets. It
preserves wealth, but does not deploy it.
Unlocking its macroeconomic potential,
therefore, requires systematically
channelling it into the formal economy.
Even a gradual shift of a portion of this
gold into financial channels thmugh

schemes, coll
lending, and gold-linked savings
instruments could have significant
macroeconomic effects.

There have been signs of a promising
shift. According to the RBI's latest
Financial Stability Report, gold loans
have emerged as the fastest-growing
segment of non-housing retail loans,
driven by soaring gold prices and rising
demand for secured bormwmg The
segment has been growing ata CAGR of
42.4 per cent since March 2024, nearly
twice the pace of overall non-housing

Therefore, itis no longer a niche
product confined to informal markets. It
is now mainstream, driven by banks,
NBFCs and digital lending platforms.
The expansion is not just in volume, but
in scale and behaviour, Average ticket
sizes have more than doubled, from
about 390,000 in 2022 to nearly 2 lakh
by 2025, while average outstanding per
borrower has increased from roughly
¥1.9lakhto ¥3.1 lakh. Thus, borrowers
are not just entering the market but also
taking larger and more frequent
exposures.

POSITIVE SHIFTS

Inaddition, there are positive structural
shifts. The borrower base is broadening,
withan increasing share of prime and
above-prime customers. Women
borrowers are playing a significant role
indriving growth, and newer
geographies are emerging as key
markets, indicating that the product is
deepening financial inclusion.

Atone level, this is exactly the sort of
financialisation that should take shape.
Instead of sitting idle, gold is being used
as collateral to unlock credit. For those
outside formal income systems, this

|

VALUE CREATION. India’s gold story is
atan inflexion point cerrvmases

providesa critical, relatively low-friction
entry point to credit markets. Most
importantly, it comes with significant
macroeconomic upside. Even a gradual
shift of gold into financial channels can
have large effects. Some estimates
suggest that channelling just 2 per cent
of household gold annually into financial
assets could add as much as $7.5 trillion
to GDP by 2047 through multiplier
effects.

However, the trend may also entail
emerging risks. The TransUnion CIBIL
Gold Loan Landscape Report (April
2026) highlights some shifts in the
borrower profile that complicate the
narrative. It would be prudent to closely
track emerging behavioural shifts.

By 2025, about 74 per cent of gold loan
originations were to borrowers with
more than 1 lakh in outstanding debt,
up from roughly 50 per cent in 2022. At

with unsecured credit exposure has
increased, suggesting that gold loans are
often layered onto existing liabilities
rather than replacing them. The report
also highlights a rise in repeat borrowing
and multiple loan holdings. A growing
proportion of customers now take
concurrent gold loans, and the average
number of active gold loan accounts per
borrower has increased. This suggests
that gold loans are becoming embedded
inbroader borrowing strategies rather
than serving as one-off liquidity tools.

Most concerning is that borrowers
with higher gold loan exposure have
delinquency rates more than twice those
of borrowers with lower gold loan
exposure. Those with multiple active
loans face the highest default risk,
suggesting that leverage, not collateral,
drives stress. Therefore, this duality
defines the moment as gold loans are
bothatool of financial inclusionand a
conduit for rising household leverage.

India’s gold story is therefore at an
inflexion point. The country hasa
unique asset base, one that few
economies possess at this scale. The rise
of gold loans offers a pathway to
mobilise this wealth. Nonetheless, the
same instrument that unlocks liquidity
canalso amplify risk. The challenge is to
turn gold fromastore of value tointoa
source of value creation without
increasing systemic risk.

the same time, the share of b

The writer i
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P per
This refers to the editorial ‘Pleasant
surprise’ (August 19), The resilience
of India Inc, as noted in the editorial,

of the addi | costs rather than
passingthe entire burden onto
consumers.

This cost h: tuall

islargely
consumpnon since Indian
companies continue toface
significant headwinds from
unfavourable external factors such
asUStariffs and the confiict in West
Asia,

Although rising energy costs pushed
upthe prices paid by end-users,
«companies are absorbinga portion

putp corporate margins.
Most importantly, India's energy
reserves have been one of the
factors helping to contain pressure
on domestic energy prices, even as
several major ec have been

Credit-deposit i
Apropos ‘Dynamics of deposit, credit
growth’ (August 19), bank credit
must grow In tandem with the
underlying deposit base and
productive demand. Excessive credit
expansion can fuelinflation and
asset-price imbalances, while
inadequate credit can choke

forced to raise energy prices by
20-35 per cent.
S Lakshminarayanan

Ko Puvanur & Post, TH

economic growth. The need,
therefore, is not maximum credit
growth but the right quantum of
credit, calibrated to deposit

liquidity conditions and
genuine economic activity. A
balanced credit-deposit dynamic will
help banks support growth without
compromising financial stability.
NR Nagarajan
Shalasi, TN

Diversion of foreign funds
Apropos IT Dept launches
verification of 394 entitiesand 36
professionals for suspicious forex
remittances’ (August 19), besides
substantial forex remittance data

already in of the Income
TaxDepartment through various
sourcesand IT returns, the best and
most credible investigation can be
carried out by ground level physical
verification by serving notices and
summons. Income tax laws provide
ample powers to reopen past cases.
The diversion of foreign funds for
ulterjor motives is punishable in
multiple laws and should be strictly
dealt with.

Vinod Johri

L i ‘Media Ltd. Plot No.8, Udyog Vihar, Greater Noida Distt. Gautam Budh Nagar, U.P.201306, on behalf of THG PUBLISHING PVT, LTD, Ch

news under the PRP Act),
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Reimagining tea sector

Empowering small growers can make it sustainable

—
Narendranath Dharmaraj

he Tamil Nadu tea
I industry has, for overa

century, beenan
important contributor to the
State’s economy, generating
employment, supporting remote
hill communities and shaping the
unique landscape of the Nilgiris
and adjoining regions. Today,
however, the sector faces an
unprecedented convergence of
challenges. Unresolved land title
disputes, expired lease
agreements, concerns over
afforestation and biodiversity
conservation, declining estate
profitability, fragmented
smallholder producuon and the
need to secure livelih have

TEA. Need for reformsatimamoorriym

and essential infrastructure,
while entering into long-term
buyback agreements with grower
institutions.

Tea should remain the
dummam crop, but

created a complex policy
environment where conventional
solutions are proving inadequate.

Legal disputes have been
viewed separately from
commercial viabili
conservation priorities have often
been seen as competing with
production; and livelihood
concerns have been addressed
without adequately considering
long-term land management.
Such fragmented approaches
inevitably lead to recurring
conflicts, prolonged uncertainty
and policy paralysis. The time has
therefore come to adoptan
integrated landscape approach
that recognises tea estates not
merelyas production units, but as
multifunctional landscapes
delivering economic, social and
environmental value. The
objective should not be to choose
between conservation and
production, but to create systems
inwhich both reinforce one
another.

FIVE PRINCIPLES

Apossible framework could rest
on five key principles. First,
decentralise land ownership or
long-term cultivation rights,
wherever feasible, in favour of
existing workers and genuine
small growers, thereby
strengthening livelihood security
and encouraging long-term
investment in land s(ewardshlp
Second, establishp

into high-value
horticultural, spice or
agroforestry systems can
strengthen resilience, improve
incomes and reduce commercial
risk. Finally, integrate ecological
restoration into every stage of
land-use planning,

Delivering this t

ABHAY SOBHANAN

nside one of the world’s most

automated distribution centres

in Europe, a scene unfolds that

still feels like science fiction. On

top of a dense aluminium grid,
squat robots glide in every direction,
pause over a column, and burrow
straight down into stacks of bins piled

several deep, fishing out exactly the one

anorder needsand ferryingittoa
waiting packing station. There are
almost no people on the floor. The
inventory that would spraw! across an
Indian godown sits compressed intoa

fraction of the space, with the machines

themselves forming the storage rack.
This is the AutoStore-style “cube”

warehouse, and walking through one, it
is easyto believe the human order picker

isalready history.

Itis tempting to look at that scene and

conclude that the warehouse of the

future is simply a warehouse with more

machines in it. For India, in the middle
of awarehousing boom driven by
e-commerce and the breakneck rise of
ten-minute quick commerce, that
conclusion would be both very

i d slightly wrong.

will require supportive
institutional and legal reforms.
The government should
constitute a high-level
multi-stakeholder task force
representing departments
responsible for revenue, forests,
agriculture, plantations, rural
development, industry, financial
msuluuom worker
organisations and the tea
industry. This body should
prepare a comprehensive
implementation framework
supported by appropriate legal
and policy changes, simplified
land administration procedures
and incentives for sustainable
land management.
Implementation should be phased
over five to seven years.

The first phase should focus on
validation of land records,
stakeholder consultations and
preparation of landscape-level
master plans. The second phase
should establish pilot cooperative
models, execute buy-back
arrangementsand initiate
diversification and ecological
restoration projects. The final
phase sh\)uld scale successful

managed prcvducer woparauves
or producer companies capable of
pmvxdmg technical services,

tea- growmg regions, supported
by continuous monitoring,
adaptive management and

quality input
procurement, finance and
collective marketing. Such
institutions should combine
community ownership with
professional governance.

Third, enable existing estate
companies to retain strategically
important lands required for
factories, ‘housing, housing

The government would achieve
progress on environmental
restoration, climate resilience and
rural development objectives
while reducing the burden of
recurring disputes.

The writer is past President of the United

thehindubusinessline.
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Lord Krishna Bank to merge with Centurion

A propasal to merge the Kerala based Lord Krishna Bank (LKB) with Centurion
Bank of Punjab, was approved, in principle, by the boards of both the banks on
Saturday. The merger will be subject to the approval of the Reserve Bank of
India.

PM for more jobs in manufacturing

The Prime Minister, Dr Manmohan Singh, on Saturday assured trade union
leaders of his Government’s commitment to labour welfare and stressed the
need to create more jobs outside agriculture, particularly manufacturing.
“While we are taking all possible steps for the growth of agriculture, we need
to create jobs elsewhere, particularly in manufacturing” he said.

HCL to invest Rs 500 cr on three new SEZs

HCL Technalogies Ltd will in vest Rs 500 crore for building three Special
Economic Zones in the country. The investment is part of the Rs 800-crore
capital expenditure that HCL plans to make in the next two years. The
company is expected to ramp up its employee base by 10,000 this year and by
35,000 over the next two to three years.

Picture the warehouse most Indians
actually rely on. A worker receives a
pick-list, then walks the aisles (often
10-15km overa shift) pushing a cart,
hunting for items, and backtracking

when a new order arrives or the pick-list

gets updated. The bottleneck is rarely
the building or the shelving, It isthe

choreography: who picks what, in which
order, and along which path, while fresh

orders keep landing every few seconds.
That choreography is a decision

problem, and decision p are not

think -bl -5

GETTYIMAGES.

India’s unique
warehouse advantage

LOGISTICS BRAIN. The future of order picking is being written in software
as much as in hardware, and India already builds that software

their edge is the orchestration software:
the ‘operating system’ that keeps
machines, inventory, and people moving
insyne. Notably, the hardware success
stories are, at their core, selling a brain.
The question is not whether the country
automates, but whether it competes on

solved by buying more hardware. They
aresolved by intelligence.

This distinction matters enormously

for the country. The sophisticated

that intelli layer or merely buys
someone else’s.

The more promising lever is the
software that decides how the
warehouse thinks. Itis far cheaper,

robotsin that gleaming
facility are extraordinary, but theyare
also capital-hungryand priced for
markets where labour is scarce and
expensive. India's economics are the
reverse. Most of the country’s
warehouses are existing structures,
capital is dear, and there is no shortage
of workers. Simply transplantinga

leis

and largely invisible. Ina
rccem study by the writer and
collaborators, a self-learning system was
built for “dynamic” order picking, where
a picker must continuously re-plan their
route as new orders stream in, rather
than working off a fixed list. Usingan
artificial intelligence technique, the
system learns from experience which

pean cube
the least Indian solution imaginable.

INDIAN POTENTIAL

None of this is hypothetical. Indian
fulfilment centres are already
automating fast, and the country has
produced genuine champions.
India-born GreyOrange and Noida’s
Addverb now ship goods-to-person

robots and sortation systems to dozens
of countries, with a newer generation of

machines built specifically for the
cramped dark stores behind quick

commerce. What these firms market as

ence of moves keeps the most
orders flowing. Under heavy demand, it
lifted the share of orders fuifilled on
A distinctly Indian path
to automation is not a
wholesale swap of people
for robots, but an
intelligence layer laid
over the warchouses,
workers, and vehicles
the country already has

time from roughly 82 per cent to about
98 per cent. No new robots, no new

building. The gain came entirely froma

better brain.
And order picking is only one
operation among many. The same

happens to the jobs? Automation of this
kind tends to reshape work more than it
erases it, shifting people from walking
and searching toward exception
handling, machine supervision, and
quality control, while creating new

artificial i toolkitis

the unglamorous decisions that quxe(lv

govern logistics costs: where to place
fast-moving items so pickers walk less,

how to forecast the next hour’s demand
so stock sits in the right location, how to
routea fleet of delivery vehicles through

real traffic, and, for the autonomous

machines themselves, even whena robot

should pause to recharge so the whole
system never stalls. None of these
requires ripping out a warehouse and
rebuilding it. They require data and the
algorithmstoactonit,

This points to adistinctly Indian path
toautomation: not a wholesale swap of

people for robots, but an intelligence

layer laid over the warehouses, workers,

and vehicles the country already has. A
hybrid floor — where software directs
human pickers more cleverly,and
selective automation handles the
densest, most repetitive zones — is
likely to deliver more value per rupee
here than a copy-paste of a European
cube warehouse.

RESHAPING WORK
That hybrid future also reframes the
question everyone asks first: what

demand for
floor managers. But “reshape, not erase”
isonly trueifit is planned for. The
warehousing sector is one of India’s
largest new employers, and the
reskilling has to be deliberate, not
assumed. A worker displaced by a better
algorithm is no comfort to that worker
unless there isa clear path to the job the
algorithm creates.

and data-literate

The National Logistics Policy set out

to pull India’s logistics costs down
toward global benchmarks, and the
ten-minute delivery promise that
millions of urban consumers now take
for granted rests directly or indirectly on
warehouses that can pick and pack with
very little slack.

Both goals are, at heart, optimisation

problems. India will not buy its way to
them with hardware alone.

The right image of the Indian

warehouse of the next decade, then, is
not justa hall full of robots. Itisan
ordinary building that has quietly
acquired a brain, one that the country
would do well to build and operate.

‘Thewriter is Assistant Professor of Decision Sciences
atiiM-Bangalore

Trump delays Canada tariffs at last minute after tentative deal

Alicia Diaz
Josh Wingrove

he Trump administration
T delayed 50 per cent tariffs on

billions of dollars of Canadian
products for three days, saying the two
sides had reached a tentative
agreement to resolve a broader trade
dispute that had plunged relationstoa
freshlow.

US President Donald Trump

announced the decision less than two

hours before the tariffs were set to take

effect.

He said on social media he was
pausing the tariffs “based on the fact
that Canada and the U.S.A., subject to
the finalization of documents, have a
DEAL!”

AWhite House proclamation later
said the duties were halted after
Canada “expressed a commitment to

remove the discriminations” on US
autos, dairyand alcohol.

And the US Trade Representative’s
office said the deal includes
“comprehensive market access for all
American goods, economic security
commitments, digital trade alignment’
and other factors, without giving
specifics.

Canadian Prime Minister Mark
Carney wasn'tas definitive, stopping
short of saying they had a deal. Neither
side said whether earlier sticking
points such as auto tariffs and lumber
will be resolved.

“Substantial progress hasbeen
made, although there is important
work still tobe done,” Carney saidina
statement.

“While we continue this work,
Canada remains focused on buildinga
stronger, more independent, and more
competitive economy at home.,”

»

ON HOLD. US tariffs cerrv mases

Despite the uncertainty, the
announcement signals progress in the
tense relationship between two
longstandingallies that conductcd

late July, justifying them by pointing to
Canada’s retaliation against a barrage
of tariffs lastyear, and it wasn't
immediately clear what concessions

he’d won from the latest gambit. He has
routinely backed off some of his biggest

tariff threats when negotiations yield
what are often modest concessions.
The White House had said it would
putduties onarange on items from
Canada — including hockey
equipment, beer, milk and plywood —
under Section 338 of the 1930 Tariff
Act, which gives the US President the
power to impose duties of as much as
50 per cent on countries deemed to

almost $900 billion of trade witk
other last year.

Italso indicates the potential fora
step forward in the ongoing review of
the North American trade agreement,
which also includes Mexico.

Trump had announced the tariffs in

against U

Most Canadian provinces, including
Ontario and Quebec, have barred US
alcoholic beverages from retail stores,
cutting off an important export market
for American makers of wine and
SPIrits. soomsers
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EASY

ACROSS

01. Case for display (7)
05. Boatswain (5)

08. lll-ventilated, stuffy (7)
09. Circus performer (5)
10. A seasoning (9)
12.Rug (3)

13.Paved areain
garden (5)

17. To employ (3)

19. Feeling affronted (9)
21. Theatricality (5)

22, Irritating (7)

24, To cast out (5)

25, Turbulent flow of
water (7)

DOWN

01, Probability (6)

02, Lowest British hereditary title (7)
03. Born (giving maiden name) (3)
04 Try for flavour (5)

05. Shrub with berries giving
sap-green (9)

06. Violent weather (5)

07. Four score and ten (6)

11. Of much consequence (9)
14.lllegally placed on football field (7)
15. Bewilderment (6)

16. Act of fleeing (6)

18. Rub out (5)

20, Rapid (5)

23, Limousine (3)

NOTSOEASY

ACROSS

01. A case of pudding being served at Number Ten

perhaps (7)
05. Who's the piper on board? (5)
08.Ir's as stuffy as a vacuum must be (7)

09. A comic entertainerin a chic, low nightspot (5)
10. Seasoning consisting of mint, once, with a touch of dill (9)

12. Become entangled with a kneeler (3)

13. Atop one spins in the paved area by the house (5)
17. Among variaus employers it's the custom (3)

19. How runt feels about bearing a grudge (9)

21. A right, mad mixture of theatrical entertainment (5)
22. Having a teasing desire for gin, chit may turn to it (7)
24. Don't accept that one must lose head to throw

one out (5)

25. An outpouring of words in a rushing stream (7)

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2717

ACROSS 1. Basil 4. Scallop 8. About 9. Tempura 10. Dye 11. Stainless 12. Nest 13. Path 18. Herbalism 20. Off 21. Ululate 22. Ochre 23, Elegant 24. Hired
DOWN 1. Boarding house 2. Showers 3. Latest 4. Satrap 5. Almond 6. Louse 7. Plays the field 14. Another 15. Banana 16. Direct 17. Smooth 19. Route

DOWN

01. This may be one’s opportunity to take a risk (6)
02. Rank given to Bartholomew shortly? (7)

03, Being born a woman, has no end of want (3)

04. What the tongue perceives to be to one’s liking (5)
05. He-rabbit turns north seeing this shrub (9)

06. Make a direct assault in violent weather (5)

07. Number starting ten years of naughtiness? (6)

11. Trip to Man is organised, as it matters (9)

14. Football infringement that’s to the right of the
driver (7)

15. The confusion the wet earth may have led to (6)
16, Some steps taken where aviation is concerned (6)
18. Some teacher, as expected, will wipe it out (5)

20, He was quick writing A Tale of a Tub (5)

23, Roughly, it’s right to be one’s personal transport (3)

, MNDNOE
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IN THE NEWS

DoT COMMENCES
DISBANDING OF
DIGITAL BODY
THE DEPART-
’ MENTOF
Telecom
(DaT)
has begun
4 the process
of disbanding the Digital

Communication
Commission, formerly
known as the Telecom
Commission, the apex
inter-ministerial body
formed to make decisions
on policy matters and

FE BUREAU
New Delhi, August 19

IN A MAJOR crackdown on
poor construction quality, the
Ministry of Road Transport
and Highways (MoRTH) plans
to use Goods and Services Tax
(GST) payment trails to expose
and blacklist contractors who
delegate work through multi-

CONCERNS OVER QUALITY OF HIGHWAYS CONSTRUCTION

Govt to blacklist developers
for massive sub-contracting

"NITIN GADKAR)

ster Nitin Gadkari, Secretary General FICCI

AMITMEHRA

crore to ¥2.5 lakh crore. The
ministersaid Indiawill have to
make tunnel boring machines
locally, whose capital cost he
identified as a binding con-
straint. He asked the local
industry to look at this sector
as there will be a big demand
forthemin Indiaacross differ-

subjects with significant plelayers. of sub-contracting.
financial impli B FICCI’s Tunnels
and Bridges Conference on
Wednesday, Road Transport
CROP INSURERS and Highways Minister Nitin =
SEEK DATA Gadkari warned that develop-  Union Road Transport and Highways
ers engaging in illicit multi-  Anant Swarup (second left), Afcons Managing Director S Paramasivan (right), and others
PROTECTIONLAW | ticred subcontracting face during the 4th edition of Tunnels and Bridges Conference, at FICCI Federation House, in New
FIVEOF two-to-three-yearbans. Delhi, on Wednesday
INDIA'S “Thegovernmentwill black-
largest crop list such developers and publi-  the first priority, followed by ~ withoutvisiting thesite,which
e ciseitsothatithitsthemwhere  costs.Theministrywasalready leads to design flaws and
Baveiomtl it hurts most — their share assessing contractors based resultsinaccidentsanddeaths
Jomby pnces,"Gadkansald notingthat  on their performance and  0f 180,000 people annually.
asked the firralintct had be: di c
) ry ad begun theexer Gadkan proposed using
government to include a nmgm cise to ¢ preparing  inter gencies orstan-
provision for the c actasan effective deterrent. Detailed Project Reports  dards for project report prepa-
> o y Th citedinstances  (DPRs), tolinkten-  ration.The government could
dati{ in the draft of contractsbeingawardedsub-  der eligibility to these perfor-  mandate that for each project
Pesticides Management stantially below the estimated ~ mance assessments. ‘worth more than ¥1,000 crore

Bill, 2025, arguing that
the absence of sucha
framework is slowing the
entry of newer, safer
pesticide molecules into
the country.

‘Bengal can drive
growth through
cluster-based mfg’

'WEST BENGAL
SHOULD shift from
an investment
strategy based
primarily on individual
projects and existing
industrial estates towards
an integrated, cluster-based
manufacturing strategy,
said a PHDCCI report
released on Wednesday.
Industry executives say
the economics currently
discourage anyone from
bringing new chemistry
into India.

Coal India arm
stops mining
in Dhanbad
COALINDIA
ARM BCCL
has stopped
blasting and
mining operations at
New Akashkinaree Colliery
in Dhanbad, Jharkhand,
following a directive from
the Directorate General
of Mines Safety (DGMS).
DGMS withdrew
permission granted under
the Coal Mines Regulations,
2017, with effect from
August 17, 2026,
pointing to safety
concerns arising from
land subsidence.
AGENCIES

cost and subsequently being
subcontracted through multi-
plelayers,with each intermedi-
aryretaining inand con-

Apart from poor construc-
tion in some cases, which he
said discredits him, the nums—
teralso

struction quality suffering.
The quality of highways is

tion with the quality of DPR.
Many reports are prepared

a company with more than
51% foreign holding be
allowed to participate, the
ministersaid.

The ministry is preparing
tunnel tenders worth Z2 lakh

MANUFACTURING STILLNEEDS TO CATCH UP

Services account for more
than 60% of SEZ exports

FEBUREAU

New Delhi, August 19
SERVICES EXPORTS CON-
TINUE to power India’s Special
Economic  Zones  (SEZs),
accounting for oversix in every
ten dollars of foreign exchange
earned by these tax-free
enclaves,according tothelatest
trade figures compiled by the
Export Promotion Council for
EQUsand SEZs.

Out of total SEZ exports of
$183 billion in the fiscal year
2025-26, services accounted
for 61.4% ($112.3 billion),
leaving merchandise goods to
pick up the remaining 38.6%
($70.8 billion). Services ship-
ments expanded 4% b year-on-

IN NUMBERS

Merchandise and services exports from SEZs
W Goods/Merchandise Exports M Services Exports

2025-26 ($ million)

Growth (%)

Share (%)

Source; Export Promotion Council for SEZ and EoUs

hub: Reliance Industries’mega-
raﬂ.nery at Jamnagar, Gujarat.
SEZ alone

year(y-o-y),
edged up 3%.

Information’ Techno]ogy (rT)
and IT-enabled services domi-
nated the services portfolio,
generating 81% of the sector's
total foreign earnings.

In the merchandise seg-
ment, refined petroleum prod-
ucts remained the standout
growth driver, surging 29%
year-on-year to $35.26 billion
and capturing nearly half of all
goods exports. The heavy con-
centrationin petroleum reflects

h i o csinple i

shlpped $34.8 billion worth of
goods—representing 49.1% of
allphysicalgoodsleaving India's
SEZs, Vedanta Aluminium
ranked a distant second, gener-
ating $4.3 billion or 6% of total
goods exports.

Engineering goods formed
thesecond-largest merchandise
category at $8.4 billion (11.9%
share), followed by Gems and
Jewellery at $7.1 billion (10%),
and Pharmaceuticalsat $6.5 bil-
lion (9.396). The United States

ied its position as the

of ji

Pharma sector begins FY27
strong, marglns face pressure

MANU KAUSHIK
New Delhi, August 19

THE PHARMA SECTOR has
started FY27 on a strong foot-
ing, but margins of leading
drugmakers are likely to come
under pressure from elevated
input and logistics costs, weak
US generics demand and
tighter regulatory scrutiny,
India Ratings (Ind-Ra) said. Rev-
enue growth of the 15 pharma
companies tracked by the rat-
ings agency was in the high
teens in the first quarter of
FY27,aided byacquisitionsand
currency benefits.

Domestic industry sales
grew 11.5% year-on-year (y-o-
y) during the quarter, marking
the fifth consecutive quarter of
double-digit growth.Theexpan-
sionwas driven by chronic ther-
apies,new productlaunchesand
growingtractionin theanti-dia-
betic segment.

For the full financial year,
Ind-Ra expects the domestic
pharma market to grow by
around 10%. July sales growth
0f12.1% pointstobroad-based

Domestic industry
sales grew 11.5% y-o-y
during the quarter,
marking the fifth
consecutive quarter of
double-digit growth
S

demand, supported by pricing,
volume expansion and new
products. Theagency said rising
incidence of chronic diseases
and acceleratmg adoption of

sions becoming available in
Indiasince March this year.
“The US growth is likely to
remain under pressure due to
the absence of gRevlimid-an
oral medicine used to treat spe-
cifictypesofblood cancers-and
continued pricing headwinds.
Regulatory scrutiny and over-
sight may delay key product
approvals from impacted sites.
Despite near-term cost
pressures led by geopolitical
issues, Ebitda (earnings before
interest, taxes, depreciation
and amortisation) margins
should remain healthy, sup-
ported bya favourable product
mix,currencyfactors,and pass-
through Strong

largest single destination for
SEZ output across both goods
and services. The US absorbed
51% ($57.5 billion) of all SEZ
services output, followed by the
United Kingdom at 17% ($19
billion) and the Netherlands at

ent sectors going forward.
Healsodisclosed his efforts
to bring the German tunnel
boring machine makers to set
up a facility in India. Offering
them high quality steel and
otherrequirements.

FM, Goyal

in Singapore
for talks to
boost trade

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
New Delhi, August 19

FINANCE MINISTER NIRMALA

%13,000-crore rail, road
projects get Cabinet nod

MANU KAUSHIK
New Delhi, August 19

THE UNION CABINET on
Wednesday approved four
multi-tracking railway pro-
jects covering eight districts
across four states at an esti-
mated cost of ¥9,450 crore.

The projects will add 410
km to the railway networkand
improve connectivity to sev-
eral tourist destinations,
including Kuldiha Wildlife
Sanctuary, Bhitarkanika
National Park, Maa Bhadrakali
temple, Pulicat Lake, Lalitgiri,
among others.

The projectsare expected to
raise the freight-carrying
capacity of the national trans-
porter by 76 million tonne per
annum (MTPA).Theadditional
capacity will facilitate the
movement of commodities
such as coal, iron ore, cement,
containers, automobiles and
foodgrains.

All four projects are
located along the high-den-
sity Howrah-Chennai route.
They comprise the Kharag-
pur-Bhadrak fourth line,
Bhadrak-Haridaspur fourth
line, Gummidipundi-Gudur
third and fourth lines, and

GROWTH PUSH

Infra projects announced
under NDA 3.0

3.82,119
274,176

1,46,444

Railways Highways Me(m

Q0 -

W Outlay (Ter)  # Number of projects

Cuttack-Paradeep third and
fourth lines.

The ¥3,352-crore Kharag-
pur-Bhadrak (Ranital) project,
spread over 173 km, will con-
nect steel hubs at Jakhapura,
Tatanagar and Durgapur with
the ports of Paradip and
Dhamra. The project is

expected to add 13 million
tonne of annual freight capac-
ity and save Y466 crore in
logistics costs.

The proposed third and
fourth lines on the Cuttack-
Paradip(Badabandha)section
will address capacity con-
straints on a stretch already
operating at up to 101%
utilisation. Capacity utilisa-
tion is projected to rise to
177% with the planned
expansion of portsand indus-
tries in the region.

Additionally, the Cabinet
has cleared the ¥3,591-crore
Muzaffarpur-Sitamarhi-Son-
barsa four-lane highway corri-
dor in Bihar under the hybrid
annuity model (HAM). The 83
km project, which has a 30-
month construction period, is
expected to cut travel time
between Muzaffarpur and
Sonbarsa from two hours to
one hour,

According to the Cabinet
briefing, the government has
takeninfrastructure decisions
involving 62 railway projects
worth ¥2.74 lakh crore, 38
highway projects worth ¥3.82
lakh crore and 12 metro pro-
jects worth ¥1.46 lakh crore
under NDA 3.0.

UP, Japan seek to scale up
green hydrogeq tie-up

SAURAV ANAND
New Delhi, August 19

UTTAR PRADESH IS seeking to
takeitsgreen hydrogen partner-
shipwith Japanbeyond research
and institutional cooperationto
pilot projects, technology
deployment and commercial-
scale investments, while plan-
ning a dedicated ‘Japan City’ to
attract Japanese companies in

on

embarked on an official visit to
Singapore with a ministerial
delegation to participate in the
4th India-Singapore Minister-
ial Roundtable (ISMR).
Sitharamanis leadingadel-
egation comprising S Jais-
hankar, minister of external
affairs; Piyush Goyal, minister
for commerce & industry; and
Jitin Prasada, minister of state
for electronics & ITand com-
merce & indus
Theroundtableisscheduled
for August 19-20, the finance
ministrysaidina postonX.
Established in 2022, the
ISMR is a key high-level eco-
nomic mechanism between
Indiaand Singapore. It provides

electronics,
data centres and advanced
manufacturing,

The push comes as Escorts
Kubotaand Minda Corporation
have moved ahead with manu-
facturing projects in the
Yamuna Expressway Industrial
Development Authority
(YEIDA) region, adding to the
investment pipeline created
through the state’s growing
engagement with Japan.

EscortsKubotaissettingupa
%2,025-crore plant in YEIDA’s
Sector 10, with first-phase
capacity to manufacture
60,000 tractors and 15,000
construction equipment units
annually.The projectis expected
to generate 3,829 direct jobs

7% ($7.8 billion). aplatform to review progress | and have a Gross State Value

The US led with $14.1bil- ~ andexplorenewareasofcollab- | Added impact of more than
lion or 20% of goods exported  oration _across. six pillars: | ¥7,756 crore. Minda Corpora-
from SEZs,dri ad ing,con- | tionhas proposed ¥1,166 crore
of petro products ($4.1 billion), = nectivity,digi health- across two projects
pharmaceuticals ($2.8 billion), ~ care,and medicine, sklllsdcveL in Sector 10 and Sector 24,
and gems and jewellery ($2.4 = opment,and i expectedtoc ,440
billion). The Netherlands, the “The4th’ ISMRwdlbulld on employment opportumnes
UAE($5.3 billion),and Tanzania = the progress underthese

($3.6 billion) rounded out the
othertop merchandise buyers.

Govt unveils
drive to
clear port
congestion

IN A MAJOR move to ease
mounting maritime supply-
chain bottlenecks, the Central
Board of Indirect Taxes and
Customs (CBIC) has ordered a
mandatory, high-priority drive
to clear long-pending contain-
ersclogging majorIndian ports.

The special clearance drive,
whichwill continue till October
31, covers unclaimed,
uncleared, seized and confis-
cated cargo lying at port facili-
ties. By liquidating thistrapped
inventory, the tax authorities
aim to free up vital storage
space, reducelogistics costsand

balance sheets and liquidity
will continue to support inor-
ganic growth,” said Nishith
Sanghvi, director (corporate
ratings)atInd-Ra.

US generics remain a weak
spot for the sector. Revenues of

LP-1dr the
mdusu')/s longer- term gmwth
trajectory. GLP-1 medicines are
used to treat diabetes and obe-
sity, with several generic ver-

the tracked bythe
agency declined 8% y-o-y in
Q1FY27,weighed downbycon-
tinued pricing pressure and
product-specific challenges.

forIndian exporters.

The move comes as several
Indian ports, particularlymajor
infrastructure hubs along the
‘West Coast, grapple with heavy
container congestion. Port

pillarsand explore new oppor-
tunities to further strengthen
the India-Singapore economic
partnership,”the finance min-
istrysaid.

Denso, Nagase and Selkn
Advance already have opera-
tionsin Uttar Pradesh. Invest UP
has identified Escorts Kubota,
Minda C ion,Toyo Denso

DANNA

ARVIND KUMAR?
Minister. Urbon jopment, £
sourced ay. Uttar

su

Ao

UP Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath and Union Railways Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw during the India-Japan Business Conclave, in

New Delhi on Wednesday

AN

YOGI ADITYANATH, CHIEF MINISTER, UTTAR PRADESH.

Our priority is to connect the youth with
Japanese manufacturing culture

and Nagaseamong the keydri-  another u:upomnt pillar of the
versofJapan-linked i part: the Uttar
inthestate. Pradesh-Yamanashi MoU

“We have India’s largest

signed in on December 23,

youthworkforce— talentedand ~ 2024,twogreen hydrogen Cen-
skilled —and weaim tointro-  tres of Excellence have been
duce thisworkforceto Japanese  established through ITKanpur-
work ethics and standards.Our  HBTU Kanpur and IT-BHU-
priority is to connect ouryouth  MMMUT Gorakhpur. The state
with Japanese manufacturing  has approved and disbursed
culture,” Chief Minister Yogi ~ ¥50 crore foreach centre.
Adityanath said. UP now wants its coopera-
The state is looking tointe-  tionwith Yamanashi to expand
grate practices including  tojoint research, pilot projects
Kaizen,5S,lean ing, and i Com-

robotics,automation and preci-

sion engineering into its skills

and manufacturing ecosystem.
G : .

panies including NTPC, BPCL,
Torrent Power, Hygenco, and
L&T have shown interest in

ROM PAGE 2

green hyd: project:

Banks are not constrained in
prov1d1ng more credit

Upper-layer guidelines have
beenissued, yet there has
beenalackof clarity over
one company’s qualification
forseveral years. This is lead-
ing tospeculation. What is
the RBI's position?

Weare not changing any
regulations. This is an opera-
tionalissue,and we would not
like to comment on questions
specific toan individual regu-
lated entity.

Despite efforts to
strengthen fraud detection
and prevention, bank frauds
remain a concern. What are
the biggest gaps the RBI sees

yards and inland
depots (ICDs) are operating
close to capacity, delaying the
handling and onward move-
ment of both incoming and
outgoing cargo. —FE BUREAU

epapenﬁnancialexpress:oon.’ ‘

inbanks’fraud-p: tion
systems,and what more
needs tobe done?
Technology is changing
the nature of fraud. Cyber
fraud, unauthorised access

REREX

and attacks on payment sys-
tems are becoming increas-
ingly sophisticated. Banks

Wealso need to be more
proactive rather than reactive.
Because the nature of fraud is

have to make greateruse of
technologywhile also building
stronger human capabilities
to effectively prevent and
reduce such frauds.

Therewasalot of chatter
about Mythos, but things
seemed to have calmed
downwithina fewmonths.
Has the focus shifted?

While we may not be talk-
ingabout itall the time,we
areworking on itwithour
regulated entitiesand other
stakeholders.

The engagement includes
building the capabilities of
regulated entities, using tech-
nologyand increasing cus-
tomerawareness. Italso
i.nvulves giving them suitable

forimp
thmugh ourdirections, regu-
tions and inspection notes.

and regulated entities there- changing so rapidly, this must
foreneed tostrengthentheir ~ bea ffort rather
1y niny d thana ti ise.
increase the use of analytics. Finally, ities will
CHENNAI/KOCHI . . ’
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Banks Will Trim Jobs,
But Only Slowly

Alisreshaping hiring, but growth cushions cuts

‘We've been here before, kind of — when computerisation
threatened to drive out humans from jobs in banks in the
80s. Today, India’s biggest private sector banks continue to
reduce headcountas Alimplementation gathers pace. Yet,
publicsector bank-hiring during the year more than offset
thejobdisruptionamongtheir privatesectorrivals. India’s
banking industry employs over 1.5 mn people, and is stilla
positive net recruiter Branch networksarenot yetfully dev-
eloped. Needsof developmentbanking willshield employ-
ment from Al, which is being implemented under strict
RBIvigilance. Al processes are, thus, makinga modulated
entry into banking, leading to gradual attrition.

Globally, AThas made inroads into banking operations
atthe frontand back ends, automating lower-value func-
tions. Impactonoperational efficiency ismore profound in
corebanking functionslike credit scoring, fraud preven-
tion and cybersecurity. Banks must
maintain transparency over Al-assist-
ed lending and compliance decisions
to satisfy regulators. Al roles in core
banking need continuous human ov-
ersight, which makes bankingjob dis-
ruptions uneven. Yet, Al can outdo hu-

Capital gains tax on FPIs comes in the way of India’s ambition to become a global investment hub

Remove CGT, a Capltal Idea

Al here are moments in a nati-
on'seconomicevolutionwhen
a seemingly modest policy
change has the potential to
triggergainsfargreaterthan
its immediate fiscal pain. India stands
atsuch amoment today, with the ques-
tion before policymakers: should India
continuetolevy capital gains tax (CGT)
onequity mwstmenlsheld by FPIs?
If CGTon FPIequity

removed, bean
estimated 1520 bps of GDP. Against that
stands the prospect of a lasting reduc-
uun in ].ndld scosl of capital, stronger

realised gains, reducing NAV availab-

le to investors exiting the fund. Yet,

longer competing on its economic fun-
damcmah alone. t's mmpeung whﬂe

those uweslcrs e ly cannot cla:

imcor tax credits at home,

faster Jong:
term ccouumm growth. Few policy ch-
oices offer such an atiractive trade-off.

The debate is often framed as one of

even with the help of a tax treaty, be-
cause the tax has merely been provi-

fair
investors, That is wrong. Theright pers-
pective is to compare India with every

legal
separation between the investment
fund and the ultimate investor often

ded for rather than paid.
Even i

man bankersinkey areas. Fori
Al can identify correlations between variables invisible
tohumananalysts. This vastly improvesriskassessment,
and banks will push such Al implementation.
Indianbanksare inastructuralupcycle with strong cre-
dit growth to households. The country has modest levels
of household debt, and RBIis conservative insteeringcre-
ditaway fromunsecured borrowings towardsasset-creat-
ing mortgages. India has among the fastest bank credit
growth rates among major economies. This should mod-
erate Al-related job displacement in the sector. But com-
petitive intensity will require banks to operate at the
technology frontier, as they cater to low-credit penetrati-
onamid accelerating digital financial infrastructure. Al
can push financial inclusion in ways that were not pos-
sible even a decade ago. India’s banking landscape will
have toadapt toanew normal.

Brand in the River,
Ganga Upon Thames

This September 13, the Thames will host the celebrated Ganga
Aarti. Whilesome hackles may be raised regarding how ‘secu-
lar' Thameswill be cosplaying sacred Ganga, thislineof liter-

1-mi thinkis int. Forone,adev-
otional ceremony of fire, chantandrhythm transplanted from
Varanasi’s ghats to a British riverbank will be spreading a

otherdest
savings. Capital today is muhﬂe nnd
unforgiving. It flows not merely towar-

of effective tax
l\ en-
dowments, sovereign investors and

oluntarily carry ight.
This isn't merel y an acadelmc cal-

hought. Every

impedi
ment unposed upun capital ulnmate]\
itself asa higher costof equ-
ity and mvesnnenl_ slower corporate
expansion, lower employment crea-
tion and, ultimately, slower economic
growth —and lower tax revenues,
Taxes don't merely raise revenue.
They also alter incentives. A tax that
materially discourages capital inflows
imposes costs extending far beyond the
revenue it collects. The revenue invol-
ved is modest when viewed against Go-
TI's excellent progress on broader fiscal
consolidation in recent years. Attemp-
tingto preserverevenues by sharply in-
creasing securities transaction m

THE SPEAKING TREE

Shiv, Shakti,
And E =mc2

TEAMST

Einstein's most famous equation
andoneof Vedanta'soldest sym-
bolic pairings, Shivand. Shakti,
seem to circle the same intuition:
that what lookslike two things
may at adeeper levul beone. In

(STT) would mer
tion for another, requiring lrmsacunu

hiv repre-
sems pu:e m\changmgeonsclo
still,

taxestor

Greateconomic powers donot mere
ly build roads, ports and factories. They
also build financial systems through
which capital moves with confidence.
They become prosperous not by taxing
capital more heav ily than their compe-

it.

culation. FPI tochro-
nicunderperforma-
nce of the MSCI In-
dia ETF relative to
MSCI index. Some
drag is natural bec-
ause of transaction
costs and fees. But
in our sample of 21

Friction 7,

If nearly every major

has eliminated this tucuon.
why shouldn't we doso,
economy that taxes FPIsona
markets allow im'estms

by avoxdmg double taxa- g
tion and unnecessary

titorsbut

for
undof being, priorto name:nd
for) m. Shakti, permmﬂeda:l’ r-

thmugh which the: munm-ufesl
takesshapeas the manifest world.
Saundarya Lahari, written by

India

Adi

Shivi bl

under
reforms across in-
frastructure, manu-
facturing, digitali-
sation, logistics and

/ Noemal forca F,

va,
f creationonly
when united with Shakti. Later
Tantricand Shaiva texts, includ-
ingthe Vijnana Bhairava Tantra,
buildon the sanmdm that cons-

nagement. Having

dits power are two
aspectsof asinglereality, never

dsopportunity butaway from friction. me‘(unpt refirement accounts are countries,  India travel so far, it truly separable, only appearing
particulari since ma- ranks would be unfortuna- s0from our limited vantage point.
ny have no domestic tax liability in the4* quartileon te to miss the chan- Before Einstein, mass and ener-
against which Indian taxes can thismeasure. cetosharply reduce gy were treated as separate quan-
India is the only maJm " be offset. Note that this is only Dividend tax and Capital today is mobile and the cost of capital, tities, governed by separate con-
about FPIs, not FDI. Thecumulati-  transaction taxes unforgiving. It flows not just one of the 4 factors servation laws. E=mcshowed
source basis. Most competing ve consequence is substantial. can't explain this,  towards opportunity but  of production, and that they are convertible into one
Estimates indicate that these  becauseIndianrates away from friction. If nearly catalyseprogresson another — that mass can be und-
frictions reduce post-tax  are broadly in line every major competing all ms. rstood as a highly
returns to foreign inves-  with international market has eliminated this ‘The tax should be form of energy. Einstein was, by
tors by mu{.h]v 24 per- norms. CGT is the friction, why shouldn't we? ~axed in its entirety, several accounts, familiar with
centage s annual- - most likely differen- ' not just reduced. Al- Indian philosophical ideas, but
ly A ponfolm expected tiating factor The result is that fund ready E=me wasder

administrative comp-

lexi his
isnot amere technica-
lity It alters invest-
ment behaviour:
Under prevailing
accounting standards,
international  funds
must provide daily for
potential Indian CGT
liabilities, even on un-

related
frictions. Once ordinary
rupee depreciation is
incarporated, effective
dollar-return falls to
barely 4.4%

at13% in
rupee terms ultimately
delivers unly about

recuve dollar-return
falls to barely 4.4%. At
those levels, India is no

it tosecu-
refresh Indiamandates, even when In-
dia’s underlying economic prospects
remain compelling. But can India af-
ford to surrender this revenue? More
importantly, is CGT on FPIs a luxury
Indiacanafford?
India remains a structurally CAD
economy. Such economies cannot af-
ford totreat foreign capital asan aftert-

es, too frequently, compared to the de
cades-long consistency seen in other
countries. Abolition of CGT on FPIs

Theequation isanswerable toex-
perimentand measurement. Phy-
sicsand Vedanta are unlikely to

won'trepresent tooverse-
as investors, but would xtpmsenl ast-

rong

everbedesc

Buteverysooften, in the dJsmn

mising India’s long-termcost of cap)hl

The writer is head of research,
HFL Capital Services, Mumbai

Investin China’s India
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jing can do this almost cost-free

because it holds none of India’srisk
inreturn—nofactories, Indian work-
force ar equity that falls in value if rel-
ationssour India is exposed to China,
but China is not exposed to India. Chi-
Tnese investment can be the lever to
correct thisasymmetry.

India'sexposure is easy to quantify.
China is now India's largest trading
partner: Bilateral trade of $151 bnin
2025-26 was almost entirely one- way

Jusl 819 bn arecord$112bn deﬁclt up

showof tr and beauty that esand GauravDalmia &
1ehgmus d.lspos itions.
Sl - o Chetan Aggarwal
gia. It's bringing a show of worship with its associative enchant-
ment beyond its usual ghats, Also, extension of Ganga to Thames Inboth busi litical cirel India imported §131
underlines the wisdom in Advaita Vedanta, the plete line of ioni i, ‘How can In-
diacorrect il d with

which reads, Ayam bandhur ayam neti ga-
nana 1aghuchemsam udzu'nhanmnam tu
__ ‘Disti
of ‘this person is mine, and this one is a
stranger” is made only by the narrow-mind-
ed, for those of noble character and broad
wisdom, the entire Earth is but one family’
What holds for persons, holds for rivers.
Bengal sDurgaPu)d isnowaworldwidefestival. ‘Western' Ch-
ristmas Evemi masses have beenaglobal
for a while. Each has become globally recognisable, a short-
handfor culturalidentity. Just this week, organisersof Jaipur

China? The answer, pamdomall\c
lies ingreater Chinese investment.
China’s growth has been slowing.
GDP grew only 4.3% last quarter, and
retail sales— indicator of domestic
consumption—rose on]yl" inJune.

year earlier: China sup-

pliesa6®of India’s importsand close
to31% of its industrial goods. In some
categories, there's over-reliance. Abo-
ut 70% of active phar mamgmdmnm
and 75-90% of lithi

Straddle both economies

dia, providingreturns to investors, is
astake that Beijing will protect, nota.
tap that it can shut without costs.

On trade, India

nvestments

nufacturing, majority ownershipand
control with resident Indians,anda
a)day fast-track for capital goods, elec-

them, you can hear
something’ likean echo.

STEP UPTO
PLATE

The Hudson
Rooms

Hanoi, Vietnam

AtThe Hudson Rooms, locat-
edm the ultra luxurySsmr

cells.

Gainsare already showing. Electro-
nics component exports to China rose
from $920 mn toa projected $3.5 bn in
ayear Over $2.5bn of this wasfrom
Apple, and printed circuit board as-
sembly (PCBA) exports reportedly
Jjumped 40,

India already imports vast quantiti-
esof Chinese machinery to build its
ownfactories, Whynotlet Chinese

uphere, instead?

ersifying: FTAs with the UAJ:, u<u a-
lia, Britainand the EU, since 2021.
time toapply the same lvgl(, toinvest-

ment. Adding Ch lalongsi-

Supply chains aresticky Oncea plant

embeds inan Indian cluster, its suppli-

ers, techand trained workers tend to
stay Increase

Chineseimports,
I China’ Indi

the UAE,
the USand Mauritius —which togeth-
er: over 80°% of India’s FDI

Asthe West grows toabso-
rb Chinese overcapacity, China's next
movemay be toexport the hctory lt
self —capital, L

isalmostnone. China’sannual outwa-
rd FDIruns near $177 bn, with $2.7 tn

—willdiversify India’s capital base.
None of this means ‘normalisation’

domestic value-add, Jjustas Apple’s ven-
dor base has done. Also, in sectorslike
textiles, Chinese factory ch.smplme

'] Capella Hanoi
in the city’s French Quarter,
the cocktails may get the head-
lines, but the food deserves top
billing, The rooftop bar takes
itsculinary cuesfrom the city’s
grand brasseries, with seafood
attheheartof themenu.
French varieties of oysters,
including Cadoret and Gillar-
deau, are served impeccably
chilled with
mignonette.
Theyaream-
ongthestro-

’l'he Fulmn Seafood Platteris

output per worker, defect r
timedelivery are \vorth absorbingreg-

pmduclmn Indianow has to: dEleE
whether it will host thisrelocation, on
itsown terms, or whether it will wat-
chotherslike Vietnam and Mexico
grab it, instead. It must also assess

Literature Festival that they will bring the by v
recognisable, ‘Jaipur’-stamped, event-experience involving
writersand artists across 7 cities in the USand Canada in Sep-
Oct. Ganga Aarti can bring the same kind of unique experien-
ce of sacral ‘light orchestra’ to the Thames, Yangtze, Amazon,
Danube, Seine.... Cultural prestige, afterall, grows when ritu-
als mesmerise beyond borders. Making Indiaa curator of glo-
balriver rituals with Gangaas its ‘adi’ isa bonus.

AChinese blockbuster could inspire
an ‘awful Indian movies' revival

Get Bullish About ‘Tt’s

whether hosting, doneright, can fin-
ally correct the imbalance India has
lived with for two decades.

The imbalance is structural. Every
time Beumg, W'm!s leverage over n-

br together whole lob-

intotal wnh China. tactical ardless of mr, hger prawns, Hokkaido
India isn'tamong its top ‘he border i ,and South Knn an onceab- iche, tuna tartare,
withjust$2.5bn in Chinese investme- ~ China's i i i sorbed om Japang sea —and, yes, oysters,

nts cumulatively over 20 yrs. Compare
this to Hungary, which took in 31% of
Chinese FDI into Europe in 2025, with
new energ\'tech company CATLand

tobe opaque, Theanswer lies in well-
mhbmlﬁd guardrails. Pormslanr‘e

and Americans,. China itself industri-
allsed partly on Japanese investment.
thesame with China now.

Forei
mme US (CFIU&):,cmens Chinese

EVgiantBYD g thou-
sands. India absorbs Chinese. gm)(li.
but capturesalmost noneof Chinese
capital or factory activity.

by sector; rather than
banning it. It keeps it out of critical
ike Al dsemi

AsBeijing prepares toexport its facto-
ries to the world, this i |san nppomml

Thereis plenty for landlub-
bers, too. The menumoves in-
tosteaks and other substan-
tial plates. Dishes like rigato-
niand peri-peri chicken have

rv far India
inleverage. Prag-

conductors, but permits passive sta-

mausm shouldbethe lens. Thereisa
business case here,

earned,

icting Every economy ishsbalance: fammnr,gener»

t5in 2023, o i d India’s March issimilar
and rare-earth magnetsin 2025, with  dence. Thefix istomakedependence ~ —entryonly viaal0% i Imic Holdi nd special without
Indian assembly lines feelingthepin- ~ runboth ways. A ChineseplantinIn-  te ceiling, confined to non-critical ma- Aggarwal is founder-CEO, AKR Consulting bwommgfum ‘Thefood isde-
signed toaccompany the bar
rather than play second fiddle

Hit Ctrl + Ron Gov Tech Shopping

nue toan.uesa the bestavailable tech-
erformance,

tablets, which prescribe x86 p
i i iled hard-

security and perfor

achieve. This would

efficiency

Since they were

Strategicuse of isnot
unique to India. Inthe US, federal pro-
curement played a pivotal role in dev-
eloping transformative technologies

last

Newer processorarchitectures based

onareduced instruction set (RISC) of-
fer improved battery life, better power

newer
equal terms.
‘The EU's 2014 Public Procurement
Directive discourages technical s]:e
bar-

toit. And that may be The Hud-
sonRooms’ biggest surprise:
come for cocktails and the roof:
topsetting. But stay because
dinner issovery worth having.

[ Chat Room ||
You CanCheck Out,

r I ‘I b
suchas internet, GPS and personal efficiency, lower
SO Bad at It)s GOOd ArunaSharma computing. At theheartof publicpro-  andlower costs. riers tocompetition. Britain's Procu- BUt Never Leave
curement of tech are specifications Atgovernment scale, even modest rement Act i i Edit, 'FCNR(B), No-
of ustt by, 5 with impli- fi i i i indevice-level gy authm i by -ln'mance [h]_'ng Magical About It' (Aug18),
5 ‘thehlﬂﬁﬁ cehas Nmm s catmusn[ AL muclmr il perfor Thechal- efficiency canred ‘hilead i instead RBI, by offering sweeteners,
mm ing that regulation lenge arises when become goals. Thisis ol prescnhmg pamculardeslgns or ceeded in mobilising a substanti-
movie so derided by everyone for its crude graphics and keeps pace with mnuvauon Yet,regu-  overly prescriptive. why focu alinflowof dollars, NRIsearned
clunkystorytemnsfh;u itjust lationisonly hy i ely icfor jecti formancerequireme- Perform based an .5% return, banks
for jes. 5yrsby ther-son duoar- Anequally 1mponam pu] icy instru- inl‘rd b ialsand  nts, i h i i be suppor led by gamed rupee liquidity to expand
‘med with A hand. i the film that ment that must P ithtechis  engineering; i table,  toby don their merits, promo- their andtheco-
Sl = o b : tech evolves farmore: ra»l(lly Bythe m\g techneutralityand widerchoice  industry standards. For example, pro- untry enjoyed greater stability in
ningjust7,000r in P agencie cessor performance can be measured theforex market. The twist, how-
itsfirst10d; i iral . Ghastly d it by  andfinalised, they may beoutdated. So the way forward isnot fewerspe-  using ever, yin
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By mid-August, Niu Lai has grossed over 21 mn renminbi,
competing with Hollywood blockbusters and some fancy

flick abouta wandering Greek hero.
Our i of th
‘Sobad that it's good' genre:
ins, rubber daggers, dial den itcould doubl

niture, a Tamil hero battling a plastic dinosaur, a Bhojpuri ro-
mance filmed entirely in a living room, ora da thriller

most powerful instruments of indus-
trial policy Accounting for20-22% of
India’s GDP it shapcs markets, creat-

withdrawing model technical specifi-
cations, Prior to their introduction,

decisions. It’s guided by Public Procu-
rement (Preference to Make in India)
Order (PPP-MII) 2017,

AsIndia develops capabilities inem-
erging technologies, this objective will

1. Until then, however;
procurement of emerging tech must
S ition by

undnnehybadeditmg.Thmecu]xﬂnpscoulﬂnowbeﬂpefnr
digital resurrection or even i With th deli-

very combo of the smartphone and internet, Indian kitsch co-
uld brand this revival as Parallel Cinema 2.0, Andhke thetwo

makersof NiuLai, it could alsolaugh its way

equal or better perfor o, efficien-
cy and value. » 'Ibchmcal :peclﬂmuuus should b(.
'Thi; is visible in MeitY’s od,
‘model technical fications’ for L[e The USmfmshes itsgover! nmem—
of desktops, L

onsroughly every 9mths, i mcurpoml
ingfeedback from industry to reflect
technological advances. For India,

pr
based on their intended end-use, with
technical support from agencies like
NIC whererequired.

Returningto this approach would re-
ducean: 1ddmnml\aym of compliance

and,

regular; ti

scenario: Modi is back in power
in 2029, GDP growth isstrong,
China +1strategy boostsinflows,
copious increase in FDI/FPL/
ECB flows results in forex reser-
ves crossing $1tn, and global un-
certainties persist in USand Eu-
rope. RBL then, may be compel-
led to: allow the rupeeto. appneci

rem-

D
ains lechnulogicany currentand com-

flexibility. Pr
thataretech-neutral, performance-

ate. This
NRIs, turning the much- mumd

Y memiu]ly competitive. based and regularly updated willen- sweetener mto abitter pill. Let
avoiding sure that gover best lain later that there
any singletechor \ncn(lor Well-design- mnre performa b i ing Wi ning.
ed procurement framewor] kscan ed. Rather than prescri lhmg specific competitionand innovation. Balu Kenchappa
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ensuring that
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A thought for today
Animal shall not be measured by man...They are other
nations. caught with ourselves in the net of life and time,
fellow prisoners of the splendour and travail of the earth
HENRY BESTON

Quick & Clear Probe

Committee investigating police & crowd conduct
in CJP protests must be seen to be impartial
The Supreme Court-constituted special probe, to investigate

policeaction against CJP-led students marchingto Parliament

onJuly 20, ismuch needed. SC wants the committee toexamine
allegations of excessive police action and counter-allegations
againstprotesters. Asthecommittee-headed by aformer SCjudge—
is constituted, and terms of reference framed, two points must be
remembered. First, for meaningful outcomes, the probe must not
only be thorough, but transparency of its findings, with full public
access, will be integral to public trust in governance. Second, and
thesingle-most important point, is time-bound closure. A reasonable
timeframe makes all the difference. Far too frequently, despite worthy
intentions, investigations taper off, inquiries stutter, commitments
made in the heat of the moment fade - high-powered committeesare
stuck in an endless cycle of extensions.
Upshot is that old problem: justice
delayed is justice denied.

It's crucial to note that it is already
a month since the protest — but FIRs
& against students are still not quashed,

®8  as was expected at the time. So, it is
— i indeed time for SC, as it has proposed,

- touseits powers tojunk those FIRs. Itis
difficult to see why — when Delhi Police has narrowed its interest
to about 3,000-odd protesters, via its facial recognition system - so
many students are being made to suffer? Given that all actions
will have been recorded digitally. the committee’s probe will reveal
the facts of the attacks on police too.

The committee’s focus on July 20, at the very least, must include
useof plasticpellets, DelhiPolice chain of command for ordersissued,
allegationsof nails-on-lathis, and cops targeting women protesters.
The committee’s job will be to find relevant material, as SC wants it
tohear from victims directly. Its recommendations, for amodernised,
civilian-police protocol, will apply to stirs countrywide. Even
yesterday, Patna police cracked down, rather ham-handedly, on an
opposition protest. Remember, too, the firing of real bullets from
an AK-47,in Siwan, during CJP-led protests. Delhi Police has admitted
tousing “gradedforce”. Butwhatdoes itreally mean?If the committee
does its job, we will have a clearer picture of safeguards - for both
protestersand police-in the event of large agitations.

Let Kaziranga Breathe

Crowding in the rhinos and tigers with a Ikm ESZ
is a terrible idea. Assam govt should stick to 10km
O nce upon a time, the Indian one-horned rhinoceros roamed

across the northern part of our subcontinent. By the turn of

the 20th century, hunting had driven it to near-extinction.
Then, in 1908, Kaziranga was declared a reserve forest. In 1950, it
became a wildlife sanctuary, in 1974, a national park, in 2007, a tiger
reserve. It's thanks to over a century of care and commitment that
this is now among the world’s finest wildlife refuges. Today, around
4,000 rhinos roam from here to the terai grasslands of Nepal.
Keeping them company in Kaziranga are tigers, elephants, hoolock
gibbon, sloth bear, the Ganges river dolphin...and thousands of birds.
But bemg without a notified ESZ is a major vulnerability of this
spectacular conservation achievement.

Tounderstand why Assam govt's move towards

notifying 1km of ESZ around Kaziranga
National Park and Tiger Reserve is deeply
worrying, we have to first understand the
importanceof theeco-sensitive zone. And why
the National Wildlife Action Plan (2002-2016) set
the default toal0kmradius. It'sabout protecting
the wildlife and averting human-animal conflicts. Several economic
activities are banned in an ESZ, such as polluting industries. But
others, like hotels and resorts, can take place in a “regulated” way.
This is eminently sensible. A modern stadium, as the state govt
wants tobuild here, isnot. Govthasalsofailed torealise the Supreme
Court’s 2019 ban on mining in Kaziranga catchment areas.

The unique ecology that creates diverse micro-habitats and
supports wildlife diversity here, has its unique perils. When annual
flooding pushes animals towards higher ground, animal-vehicle
collisions and deaths also rise. Now imagine what a ring of roads,
buildings, lights, noise, and people tightening around the places
through which wildlife must move, will do to it. Visitor numbers have
anyway grown from 1.3L to 4.1L in a decade -a 200% rise. An expert,
Meena Venkataraman, has argued on this page, that our protected
areas were never meant for tourism. Perhaps we cannot live up to that
ideal. But atleast spare the wild habitats our spas, swimming pools,
four-lane roads, mass invasion, and industrial racket.

Walk in the Park

Sounds of joy and benches with silent memories

Bachi Karkaria

London’s gorgeous parks turn me green with envy, even when
heatwave-browned. My morning haunt these past weeks
wasn't iconic Hyde or Regent'’s, but Ravenscourt next door
was ‘paradise now'. Calmed by its serenity, invigorated by
its synergy, 1 also shed some of the guilt, if none of the kilos,
put on by the city’s compet mganmcnnn
Ln’ebun(allarom)d_f‘ prams;

kids bounced. Tennis

en The Rich World Sweats

If even Fifa World Cup was forced to pause for heat, the myth that developed nations can manage climate
change is over. They should recommit to deep emission cuts, transfer finances & tech to developing world

Chandra Bhushan

William Nordhaus was the poster

child of the “global warming isn’t so
bad” camp in 1990s - precisely when
the world was negotiating the UN
Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC)and Kyoto Protocol.
His much-cited 1991 paper, ‘To Slow or Not to Slow’,
projected that a 3°C rise in global temperature
would shave barely 0.25% off US income. His later
work went further, predicting gains for cold developed
regions - lower heating bills, longer growing

seasons, better farming in US, Canada,

Russia, and Europe - while poor tropical

countries bore the losses.

His DICE model, thefirst tolink economy
and climate, produced cost-benefitarithmetic
under which letting substantial warming
happen looked economically rational.
because cutting emissions cost more than
the discounted future damages. He was
awarded the 2018 Nobel Prize in Economics
for climate-economy work.

But Nordhaus was not alone. Thomas
Gale Moore, a senior fellow at Hoover
Institution and a member of Ronald
Reagan's Council of Economic Advisers,
argued that a warmer climate would
bring net gains to cold northern countries.

Nigel Lawson, a former Chancellor of the

Exchequer of UK, wrote An Appeal to

Reason: A Cool Look at Global Warming,
contending that warming's costs were

modest relative to expected economic growth,

and that carbon- leducuon policies were politically
unrealisti d

And Bjorn Lomborg, author of The Skeptical
Environmentalist, still insists that global warming
should not be a priority, because money spent cutting
emissions hurts the poor.

While such voices are few compared with the
pro-climate constituencies of the developed world,
they have been disproportionately influential. They
persuaded a critical mass of political and business
leaders that global warming was essentially a problem
of hot and humid developing countries; that colder
developed countries might even benefit from modest
warming; and that, in any case, the rich world had
the money and tech to adapt to whatever came.

This school of thought has led to a slow breakdown

of the international climate compact. Developed countries
on their, i issi ts, ce,

and tech, while developing countries have struggled
to move toa low-carbon trajectory.

Today, under the celebrated Paris Agreement,
everything is voluntary, and every country is on its
own. Relations between developed and developing
countries have soured to the point that, whenlast year's

i inBele Id not adi

away from fossil fuels, willing countries chose to pursue
itoutside the UN conventionaltogether.
Buthow wrong thelikes of Nordhaus have proved to

be. Global average temperature has risen by only about
1.5°C, and that has been enough to transform summers
inNorthern i
exceptional - near 40°C are hecommg (he norm.
P . destructive inking
rivers are no longex freak events but recurring
features of the European summer: Last year - the most
destructive fire season in its recorded history - European
Union lost over one million hectares to wildfires,
an area the size of Tripura, and nearly double the
historical average. And 2026 is tracking worse: over
450,000 hectares had already burned by end-July,
well ahead of last year’s pace, including the largest
wildfire Spain has ever recorded.

North America tells the same story. Canada has
lost some 3.7mn hectares this vear — nearly the size

of Kerala—and US about 2.4mn hectares, larger than
Mizoram, with the season’s peak still ahead.

The northern summer has changed so much that
the two football World Cups hosted by US, 32 years
apart, were plaved under effectively different rules.
In 1994, teams played two 45-minute halves. At the
2026 Wnrld Cup, every match carried two mandatory

‘h half - converting
the game into four quarters—for fear of heat exhaustion.
Project that trend 30 years forward: will outdoor
sportinsummer be possibleatall in US?

Yet, the perception that “we can manage” - or
even profit - still shapes the rich world's
diplomacy. The negotiations among Arctic
Circle countries — scrambling to carve
up the melting region’s oil, natural gas,
and rare minerals - are a clear example
of thismindset.

But the economics that justified this
complacency is now collapsing. Recent
research by economists Adrien Bilal and
Diego Kanzig finds that every additional
1°C of warming lowers world GDP by over
20% inthelongrun-damages many times
larger than earlier estimates, and borne
by rich temperate countries as much as
poor tropical ones, Against this, the cost
of decarbonising the global economy is
a small fraction of GDP. The bill the
developed world will pay for solving
the crisis is far smaller than the bill it
will pay for an unchecked one - a truth
its burning forests and drying rivers
arealready delivering.

So, 1l not too late. What lsxequn'ed
isfor riestoshed the short
that has shape(l three decades of climate diplomacy,
and accept that greater capability means greater
responsibility. That means deep emission cuts and
serious adaptation investment at home - and finance
and tech for developing countries, so that they too
can pole-vault to greener technologies instead of
repeating the fossil-fuelled path. Lives, economies,
and ecosystems everywhere are now in the line of
fire; no one is safe from this planetary crisis.

The developed world would do well to remember
an old village truth: when the whole village is on
fire, wisdom lies in everyone coming together to
save the village, rather than each person trying to
save only theirown house.

Thewriter isan environmentalist

Rethink The 1996 Indo-Bangla Ganga Water Treaty

Thirty years of data make the costs for India, particularly Bihar, clear. A pact that taxes only one state,
binds the nation to last-century arithmetic, and buys no reciprocity should be allowed to lapse

Sanjay Kumar Jha

India should seriously consider
whether we need to renew the 1996
India-Bangladesh Ganga Water Treaty
~ formally the Treaty on Sharing of
the Ganga Waters at Farakka - as
the 30-year deadline nears. Bihar has
lost much due to this treaty in the last three decades,
and we should consider it appropriate to flag our
pressing concerns and anxiety, as so much has

iod. Instead of adj
at the margins, our position should be that 3
this instrument, in this form, must not be
carried into a fourth decade, in the interest
of Biharand the country.

The treaty wasa child of the Gujral Doctrine:
the proposition that India as South Asia’s largest
country should extend unilateral concessions
to neighbours without expecting reciprocity.
Whatever its merits, its bill was sent to a single
state. When Bihar's rights were conceded in
Dec 1996, Lalu Prasad Yadav sat at the heart of
the United Front govt, while then Congress
president supporting that govt from outside,
Sitaram Kesri, was himself a Bihari. Both were
silenton the consequences for Bihar.

Consider what the treaty asks of Bihar. Its

obligations are written at Farakka: a 50:50 division

whenever there is 70,000 cusecs or less of river water,
with 35,000 cusecs guaranteed to each country in three

hasargued for two decades what engineers now largely
concede: Ganga's aviralta (uninterrupted flow) is
broken, its bed is rising along its entire Bihar course,
and water that once stayed in the channel now stands
in villages. Then the river turns and starves us.
Groundwater is falling not only in south Bihar's
drought districts, but also in flood-prone districts
of Darbhanga and Madhubani. Reservoir storage has
averaged barely 85% of capacity over five years.

Some vouch for renewal with adjustments. But
record does not support that hope. Bihar did exactly

what Centre asked: we assessed our requirement to 2050
for:! i

by GOL Thy finalreport provides

900 cusecs, less than hz\lf lm dnnkmg water and \ndusu‘y

leverage sits. The hydrology has moved too. The
1996 formula rests on flow records from the middle
of the last century, compiled before Himalayan glacial
retreat and the collapse of dry-season predictability.
Committing another 30 years to that arithmetic in a
climate-altered basin is not continuity. It is negligence
dressed as continuity.

There is a deeper objection of principle. India has
never scientifically apportioned the Ganga among
the states that feed it; there is no settled allocation for
Uttarakhand, UP, Bihar, Jharkhand or West Bengal. A
nation cannot responsibly commit abroad
‘whatithasnotfirstallocated at home. Torenew
before that allocation is worked out repeats the
errors of 1996 at greater cost. Because Bihar in
2026 isnot the Bihar of 1996: it had roughly 7.3cr
people then and now has more than 13cr, while
ourentitlement has stayed frozen.

Let's be clear about what non-renewal
means, It is not hostility towards Bangladesh,
nor theabandonment of water sharing. Dec12,
2026, is not a rupture; it is the date a fixed-
term contract ends. India should let it end
and negotiate afresh, preceded by a scientific
allocation among the basin states, built on
current hydrological data rather than 1950s'
records, carrying shorter review cycles and a
real exit clause, and providing at minimum
the 2,000 cusecs Bihar's assessment establishes for
drinking water, irrigation, and industry. The National
Silt Management Policy must at last be notified.

In 1996 Bihar was not in the room, and the country

alternating10-day periodsbetween March11 and May10.
However, that vol f water issimply in
the river when it enters Bihar. At Buxar, Ganga carries
roughly 14,000 cusecs in those months. Close to three-
quarters of the lean-season flow reaching Farakka is
generated within Bihar's own 445km stretch. Thus, only
one state underwrites an international commitment
while being denjed its ordinary riparian rights.

alone, with irrigati
for the cut. If Bihar's own calculations can be halved
withinourownsystem, renewal willnot be themoment
our claim is finally honoured.

This is where the national case begins. The treaty
hasserved India poorly. The country accepted a 30-year
lock-in with no meaningful exit and no reciprocal

Since the Farakka barrage in1975
to keep Kolkata Port navigable, silt that once travelled to
the sea settles upstream instead. Ex-CM Nitish Kumar

nothing on the Teesta, nothing on the wider
basin. Dhaka today links the breadth of the bilateral
relationship to renewal, which tells you where the

oad would be its ownreward.
Thirty years of data have belied that. A treaty that
floods one state in July and parches it in April, binds
the Union to arithmetic older than most of its citizens,
and purchases no reciprocity cannot be renewed by
default. It should be allowed to expire. India can then
negotiate again: from knowledge. from strength, and
this time with Bihar in the room.
Theuwriter isamember of Rajva Sabhaand Bihar sformer
minister for water resources

Calvin & Hobbhes

LOOK. AT THIS,

Rﬁk FULL DAYS - MORNWG,
NOON, AND NIGHT-JUST ST
IN THE STUPID BATHTUB/
WHAT COULD FOSSIBLY BE A
BIGGER WASTE OF TIME THAN
THAY 27

HOW LONS DD {7 TAE‘\W

TO ADD WIS AL U A

Sacredspace
he essence
ofall religion,
3 ticism, and
L) G philosophy. and
"M- fortheone who
= has learned this,
love fulfils the purpose of religion,
ethics, and philosophy, and the
sed above all diversities
s and beliefs

Hazrat Imy-l Khan

and yog: dbare-facedl -clad. Runners, relaxers,
short-cuttersto school office, errands. And dogs of every dea(_rlpmm' Bounding,
trotting, frolicking, sniffing; their pet humans dutifully scooping.

Treesspread talland wide, though they too felt the heat that scorched flower
bed and rose bush. The deciduous undecided over how much to sacrifice to
this rogue summer. Copper beeches somewhat rusted. Spiky green chestnuts

loaded the boughs -and carpeted the ground.
Screeching parakeets chose camouflage but magpies strutted
| tj) bindaas; serious competition to mescapable pigeons, variegated
here by doves. Robin: Atmeanderinglake, T
mnd mesmeri i imilarly webbed
glided past in flawless formation or dived and surfaced to feed

erratica :Lra\\ ny chicks paddling close to Mama.
—_— This ‘Brook’didn't ‘goon forever', but Tennyson's preceding
line, *For men may come and men may go..." found echo on the everywhere
benches, Their small brass plates remembered ‘Charlie Woods who always
loved the park’ and ‘Charlie’s friend John Stewart’ whose plaque joined him
10 years later. ‘Kerstin Malin' still grumbled, ‘Pscht, I'm trying to enjoy the
nature’. ‘Ruta (2001-2023) Truly one of a kind daughter sister and friend. Loved
beyond words'; ‘Harinder Manral. Enjoy the garden’; ‘Tammy Amit. Ima Savta
Friend. This Bench is for her—and you.' Some offered general help, like ‘CALM

-Campaign Against Living Miserably'.

Of course, the park-loving dogs were here too. Not just ‘John Adams and
his pet Kathy'. Getting their own bench were ‘Butch Bruno and Bonita.
Resting Peacefully Together on Flops’s Hill'. And close by ‘Bailey. This was
vour favourite place in the world. Run free, our boy."

e

A tsaid: “Ce eat ol’allover.”

Sufism Is Not A Choice, It Is A Calling

Haji Syed Salman Chishty

ehavestood at the sacred

threshold of the Dargah of

Khwaja Gharib Nawaz in
Ajmer Sharif listening, learning, watching,
serving, and witnessing. We have watched
Hindus and Muslims enter through the
same gate. We have watched Sikhs tie
threads of prayer beside Christians offering
silent prayers. We have watched tears fall
from the eyes of people who: arrwed not
knowing what they

itwith care, loveandasense of service
towards all. He initiated the noble way
of blissful vegetarian meals for nll

are necessary, but without ma'rifa, ilm
becomesa cagerather thanakey.
We h1ve seen what that cage

servedas ‘langar’, His

warmand simple: Love towards all

malice towards none.
Hazrat Nizamuddin Auliya once

said: “The hearts of people of God

arepurer than any rituals.”

This wasnotarejection

of rituals but seeking the

purity of purposeand

i f faith. Itwasa

knowing they had found it. Thisis \whA\
Sufism lookslike when it breathes.
Many ask the question: “Is Sufism
the right choice for Indian Muslims?”*
My response hasalways begun with
another question: “What do you mean
by ‘choice’?” When Hazrat Khwaja
Moinuddin Hasan Chishty shared
the noble teachings of the Sufipath in
Ajmer Sharif over 800 years ago, hedid

mmmder that the purpose

theriseof

inter] pretanons thatreduce faithtoa

listof prohibitions, interpretations that

have no room for sacred music, poetry,
tears that flow during Qawwali,

ecstasy of Sama, si of

but the one whose heart is cloaked in God.”
We must be the first to hold ourselves

ible. The clarity, reforms, si
and spiritual cleansing that Sufism needs
must come from within, througha
return to the rigorous inner discipline
of thetariga, silsila, orderof the
unbroken spiritual chain not through
of the tradition.

pladm, aghilaf, chadar on a

Against thxs. Sufismoffers
notjustanalternative, but it
offers the original. Maulana

Is Sufipath the right choice? Let me
answer with what we have witnessed at
Ajmer Sharif during the Urs of Hazrat
Khwaja Gharib Nawaz, over a million
people gather from a myriad faiths,
castes, cl dnations. Hazrat

of allsacred textsand rituals  THE SPEAKING TREE Rumi inds us: “T

isto produce a sacred heart
and thatif the ntuals produce only
rigidity, tial has been

of the world has nolimits,
except in your mind.” The limitlessness

lost. In Chishty Sufi tradition, we call this
the difference between ilm, knowledge,
and ma'rifa, gnosis, between knowing
about God and knowing the Divine.
Sufism has always insisted that both

of d. isthefirst pri mmple of Islam
astaught by Sufi masters; it isnota
deviation from the Quran and Sunnah
but itis their deepest fragrance.
Khwaja Bakhtyar Kaki taught: “The
Sufiisnot theone who wears the cloak,

Khwaja Moinuddin Chishty said: “The
one who has love, has God and the one
who has God, needs nothingelse.” Sufism
isnotachoice; it isa calling.

Thewriter is the 26th generation
gaddinashin of the Dargahof Hazrat
Khwaja Moinuddin Chishty, Ajmer
Sharif




The West Asia conflict highlighted how
high import dependence can translate

into economic vulnerability,
especially in sectors

such as energy and
fertilisers. A Crisil
study says rising
trade restrictions
can add to the
pressure

Import
dependence
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AWS picks Hyd
for first India
Builder Loft

‘Swati.Bharadwaj
@timesofindia.com
Hyderabad: Inasignof Hyde-
rabad's growing stature as a
global technology and innova-
tion hub, Amazon Web Servic-
es (AWS) has chosen the city
for India's first permanent
AWS Builder Loft, following
the launch of the inaugural
global facility in San Francis-

co in July 2025.

The move is part of AWS's
plan to establish permanent,
community-focused develop-
erspaces inthreecities global-
ly — Hyderabad, Berlin and
SaoPaulo—th said

Times NEws NETWORK

Mumbai: Sebi chairman Tu-
hinKanta Pandey on Wednes-
day said that the regulator
‘was now more capable of de-
tecting manipulations in the
recently introduced Closing
Auction Session (CAS) sy-
stem than in the earlier sy-
stem. Pandey warned of
strictaction against any such
ionin th

inablogposton Wednesday.
The Hyderabad Builder
Loft will support India’s devel-
oper community as artificial
intelligence reshapes software
development. AWS said Berlin
was selected because of grow-
ing interest in digital sover-
eignty and Europe’s startup
ecosystem, while Sao Paulo re-
flectsrapid cloud growth inLa-
tin America. AWS said the
Hyderabad facility will help
developers build AT skills, ex-
plore cloud-native architec-
tureand connect with peers.

The space will offer free :

workshops, networking
events, pitch nights, content

creation studios, collabora- :

tion and co-working areas,
and event venues for develop-
ers, students and technology

“We want to make one
thing clear. (if people mani-
pulate CAS), then we will take
strict action and do it imme-
diately,” Pandey told repor-
ters on the sidelines of FIC-
CI's Capital Markets Confe-
rence in the city. “In the CAS
system, we have more capabi-
lity to catch manipulation,
compared to the old VWAP
system.” On Aug 3, stock ex-
changes shifted to a new sy-
stem of calculating the clo-
sing price of about 200 stocks
on which derivative cont-
racts are allowed. Earlier bo-
urses used a volume-weigh-
ted average price (VWAP) sy-
stem for calculating the clo-
sing prices of stocks.

Since its launch, a wide
price-variation was observed

Sebi chief warns of strict
action on CAS manipulation

‘CAS More Capable Of Flagging Tampering Than VWAP System’

Cheap import, uneven

demand slowing capex

‘Investment Confidence Still Catching Up Due
To Commodity Price Volatility, Uncertainty’

= S working on, it was in the pro-
We want to make one thing clear, (if cess of putting in place “a Times News NETWORK
people manipulate CAS), then we will framework to support global .
akgstrictactionand datth e ;mm India.” setivity gg:’d ?:n?r;“od“i“(‘;ﬁ‘x’ﬁi’:e s:;
have more capability to catch manipulation Healsosaid that the Secu- © latility, trade related uncer-
Tuhin Kanta Pandey | sesi chamman rities Lending & Borrowing : taintyduetoheightened ge-
e . Mechanism (SLBM) and the opolitical tensions and che-
> On Aug 3, stock exchanges > Since its launch, a wide short selling frameworks we- © ap imports are impacting
shifted to Closing Auction price-variation was observed ve being reviewed to deepen capex decisions of the cor-
Session (CAS), a new system between the level at which the cash markets. In debt : porate sector as the invest-
of calculating the closing price | normal trading stopped markets, proposals include ment _conﬁdencg is still
of about 200 stocks on which and at the price that was greater ISIN (International “catching up”, said a paper
derivatives are traded Il calculated using CAS Securities Identification prepared for the two-day
Number) flexibility, support <o (;}:ibhwe k'
i iti for ESG debt and some tech- : which was attended by FM
Sebi bans Copthall Mauritius, Siren s i Gom eores. | Micmals Sitbatemm,
local broker for illegal trades rate bond market, he said. “Large capital projects

Mumbai: Within hours of Sebi cf

_hiefwarning about strict

regulatory

withthe

recently-introduced Closing Auction Session (CAS), the regulator
late on Wednesday banned Copthall Mauritius Investments, a

foreign fund from till

furtherorder:

nearly Rs3 crore. Sebl a]leged that Copthall Mauntlus had on Aug
AS

tradesin

ense;

Rs 3 crore. Sebialso banned Mansi Share & Stock Broking (MSSB)
fromtradinginits proprietary account for similar illegal trades

andordered impounding Rs 71.6

lakh. T

normal trading stopped and
at the price that was calcula-
ted using CAS.

Several retail traders alle-
ged price manipulations by
large, institutional players.

said the regulator was analy-
sing market data and was
tem

The Sebi chief also said
that the regulator was wor-
king on a framework for port-
folio managers so that client
funds could be invested in fo-
reign securities.

Later in the day, K V R
Murty, whole time member,
Sebi said that the introduc-
tion of CAS intheequity cash
segment was a major step for
the Indian market.

“It ensures that the clo-
sing price reflects collective
market S

opento

In his inaugural address,
the Sebi chief had said that
among several market re-

enables large institutional
passive funds to transact at
the closing price, helpmg re-

professionals. between the level at which On Monday Sebi chairman forms that the regulator was  duce the trackingerror.”
‘o | Shiprocket jumps
Kamath, Vanga back  Prosus backs Bansal’s ottt
New Delhi: Shares of

CtrlS with 2250 crore

Supriya.Roy@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: Zerodha co-fo-
under Nikhil Kamath and
Kofluence co-founder Sree-
ram  Reddy
Vanga have
invested Rs
250 crore in
data centre
operator
- CtrlS, as de-
mand for computing infrast-
ructure rises with the adop-
tion of artificial intelligence
and cloud services. Kamath
invested Rs 200 crore, while
Vanga invested Rs50 crore.
The  Hyderabad-based
company said the capital will
be used to expand its infrast-
ructure and add capacity to
meet demand from enterpri-
ses and large cloud service
providers. Data centres hou-

se the servers and networ-
king equipment that power
digital services, while hyper-
scale facilities are designed
to handle massive compu-
ting workloads.

“Every meaningful tech-
nology shift of the next de-
cade — Al cloud and digital
public infrastructure
runs on data centres,” Ka-
math said. "Indiaisat anin-
flection point where the un-
derlying infrastructure eit-
her keeps pace or becomes
the bottleneck.”

Founded by Sridhar Pin-
napureddy in 2007, CtrlS ope-
rates 19 data centres across
nine Indian markets. It has
more than 370 megawatts of
capacity and projects total-
ling 4.4 gigawatts at various
stages of execution, accor-
dingto the company.

Navi with $100 million

Supriya.Roy@timesofindia.com

Bengaluru: Sachin Bansal-
led financial services firm
Navi will receive a $100 mil-
lion investment from Prosus,
marking its first institutional
capital raise, the companies
said on Wednesday.

The transaction is
subject to customary
closing  conditions
and regulatory clea-
rances, including app-
roval from the Compe-
tition Commission of
India. IPO-bound Navi and
Prosus did not disclose the
valuation, the stake to be ac-
quired, or how the fresh capi-
tal will be deployed.

The investment renews
Bansal's association with
Naspersand Prosus. Naspers
was an investor in Flipkart,

which Bansal co-founded be-
fore leaving the ecommerce
company in 2018,

“Their investment is a
strong endorsement of the in-
stitution we're building at Na-
vi," Sachin Bansal, co-foun-
der and executive chairman
o[ Navi Group, said. “Beyond
the capllal we value
Prosus’s global per-
spective, long-term ori-
entation and experien-
ce in scaling technolo-
gy businesses.”

Navi operates
ncrusspavmemsdndlemh.ng,
among other financial ser
ces businesses. The company
said its UPI app remained In-
dia's fourth-largest during
FY26, while Navi Finserv’s
assets under management
crossed Rs 13,000 crore during
the year.

KKR acquires
minority stake
in BookMyShow

Asmita.Dey@timesofindia.com

Mumbai: Private equity (PE)
giant KKR has bought a mino-
rity stake in live entertain-
ment and ticketing platform
BookMyShow amid a boom in
consumer demand for live con-
certs and experiences. The
companies did not disclose the
specifics of the transaction
but people aware of the matter
said that KKR haspickedupan
under 10% stake in BookMyS-
how for about $40-50 million.
In a statement on Wednesday,
KKR said that the investment
will support BookMyShow's
next phase of growth as it sca-
lesitslive-entertainment busi-
ness and deepens its full-stack
offering across India. India's
live events market was valued
at nearly Rs 17,000 crore in

2025, ajoint study by EY-Book- :

MyShow said.

Banks rush foreign borrowing
after RBI ends FCNR swap

Times News NETwork

Mumbai: Banks are accele-
rating foreign-currency
bond and external commer-
cial borrowing after RBI clo-
sed its FCNR(B) deposit swap
facility a month ahead of
schedule, while its June 6 fa-
cility for ECBs and other off-
shore foreign-currency bor-
rowings remains open until
the end of Sept. IDFC First
Bank is the latest lender to
conclude a bond offering, rai-
sing $500 million through its
maiden issue of a three-year
bond ata5.63% coupon.

RBI introduced the swap
facility on June 6 to provide
banks witha cheaperrouteto
raise foreign currency abro-
ad. Under the facility, banks

could raise eligible foreign-
currency funds, including
through ECBs and overseas

bonds, and swap them with
RBI for rupees for a fixed pe-
riod. The arrangement allo-
wed lenderstolock in thecost
of converting the funds into
rupees and was intended to
support domesticliquidity.

Facility for ECBs

and offshore

foreign currency

borrowing

continues until

end of Sept

The FCNR(B) deposit
window was originally sche-
duled to remain open until
the end of Sept. RBI, howe-
ver, closed it a month early.
The facility for ECBs and off-
shore foreign-currency bor-
rowing continues until the
end of Sept, prompting
banks to accelerate their
fundraising plans.

Other privatelendersloo-
king to raise funds include
Kotak Bank, Yes Bank and
Federal Bank. Bankers said
total mobilisation by Indian
banks could cross $10 billion
by theend of the month.

HDFC Bank was the first
to tap the market, raising
$750 million through five-ye-
ar bonds issued via GIFT Ci-
tyat5.07%. Axis Bankraised
$500 million through addi-
tional tier 1 bonds and follo-
wed this with an additional
$100 million offering. ICICI
Bank has raised $1.75 billion
through two US dollar bond
issues via its GIFT City
branch, Public sector banks
are also preparing to tap the
dollar bond market. Punjab
National Bank has received
approval to raise $1.5 billion
through a medium-term no-
te programme.

India least preferred mkt in Apac: Poll

Times News NETwoRK

Mumbai: India has replaced
Indonesia as the least prefer-
red investment destination in
Asia Pacific (excluding Ja-
pan) among global fund ma-
nagers, a survey by BofA Se-
curities showed. About 32%
of 105 fund managers cumu-
latively managing $272 bil-
lion ($2.6 billion on an avera-
ge), said they were underwe-
ightonIndia.

“Lack of aclear Al exposu-
re was the key concern for In-
dian equities, with weak
growth emerging as the next
most important risk,"” the sur-
vey results showed, This came
despite investors increasingly
viewing Asia ex-Japan equiti-
es as undervalued, the survey
report noted. Compared to In-

TAIWAN LEADS PACK: BOFA SURVEY B
ey

sapen R 50
South Korea [N 23

EC ndia

23 [ Philippines
27 [ nonesia

Note: Net % overweight = %
saying overweight - 9 saying
underweight

Source: BofA

dia, on the other end of the
spectrum was Taiwan, with
55% of fund managers being
overweight on the country,

with  semiconductors and
hardware being the two most
preferred sectors.

Fund managers, mean-
while, were concerned about
India'sability toreform, with
18% choosing ‘lack of re-

forms asane],n(lvefauorfar
the! in

Another positive factor was
that in Aug none of the fund
managers were concerned
about rupee depreciation, a
sharp reversal from 8% in Ju-
ly, the survey results showed.
The BofA report also noted
that 59% of fund managers
surveyed were hedging Al
downsiderisk by rotating into
value, cyclical, and defensive
sectors, more than double the
level seen in July. “Nearly two-
thirds 01‘ investors rcqulrecle—
f AL

e-commerce enablement
platform Shiprocket on
Wednesday ended nearly 48%
higher than the issue price of Rs
97. The company's stock started
trading on BSE at Rs 129.5, up
33.5% from the issue price. It
finally ended at Rs 143.5, a
47.9% increase from the issue
price. On NSE, the stock made
its debut at Rs 131, a premium of

: 35%. Shares of the firm ended at
i Rs143.45, up 47.9%. acencies

require confidence not only
in current demand but
in future cash flow vi -
ty. When pricing, input
costs and end-market de-
mand remain uncertain,
companies often choose to
defer investment,” the pa-
per prepared by SBI Caps sa-
id as it explained the rea-
sons for low private capex
seen inrecent years.

It said while most large
companies today possess
both the borrowing capabi-
lity and internal resources
required for expansion, the
question is whether mana-
gement teams are “suffici-
ently confident”.

For the next investment
cycle spanning over FY27-
FY31, which will see avera-
ge annual expenditure de-
mand rise to Rs 30 lakh cro-
re from approx Rs 20 lakh
crore during FY22 to FY26,
the paper highlighted how
demand for funds will be
“uneven”, based on an ana-
lysis of the current cash de-
ployment by NSE 200 com-
panies. “Many companies

i have prioritised dividends,
: acquisitions and retaining

on balance sheet:
enfield expansion. aid.
Whilesectors, such asIT

er gre-

i and FMCG are prioritising

How Nifty 200 Cos Use Their Cash Flow

High ﬂWEM. s ﬂlvﬂv:llﬂ. Low dividend, \\®

fow cape “"“""4 high capex  high capex \=a]
¢

T EMce Pharma etz yry " o
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Avg operational cash flows (% lakh crore)
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Jividend

Source: Data forPSB Confluence 2026

dividends; manufacturing
and infrastructure are high
capex sectors with low divi-
dends. Metals is a high ca-
pex and high dividend sec-
tor, while pharma is seen to
bealow dividend, low capex
sector (see graphic).
“Capital deployment is
expected toremain concent-
rated in sectors where
structural demand growth,
policy suppert and capacity

dustrial growth. The invest-
ment opportunities are
emer; from sectors,
suchassemiconductors, ad-
vanced manufacturing, da-
tacentres and othertech led
sectors.

The paper also noted
that though banks are ex-
pected to remain the domi-
nant funding source, sustai-
ning the next phase of
growth will require a broa-

as

constr
ling case for fresh invest-
ments," itsaid.
SBI paper says
corporates favour
dividends,
acquisitions over
greenfield
expansion, requiring
broader financing
beyond banks for
future investments
It also said that for the
next phase of private capex
cycle, sustained public sec-
tor investment continues to
provide an important foun-
dation, as govt spending on
transport, power, logistics
and urban infra is creating
demand for private suppli-
ers, while improving the in-
fra required for broader in-

der financing
bank balance sheets are in-
creasingly likely to not sup-
port the future financing re-
quirements. The debt capi-
tal markets, securitisation
structures, alternative in-
vestment funds, pension
and insurance capital, in-
frastructure  investment
trusts and foreign investors
will need to play a “larger
role” than they do today as
banks willbeable tofinance
roughly 70% of the projec-
tedRs85lakhcroreexternal
funding over FY27- FY31.
The paper also recom-
mended a few actionable in-
puts to be completed in the
next six months by banks to
support the upcoming invest-
ment rush. This includes de-
veloping a pipeline for ban-
kable projects by establis-
hingascreening framework.

humm workstation
Structured. Calm.

!he country, up from 16% the
previous month. There were
also concerns about high va-
Iuations of Indian stocks.
The survey also showed
that 20% of those surveyed in
Aug were concernedabout we-
akgrowth, comparedto18% in
July aslight positive for India.

arer

tion before increasing exposu-
reto Al-relatedstocks, " it said.
The report also noted that for
Asiaex-Japan, fund managers
rotated out of cyclicals and
technology into defensives
sectors such as utilities,
banks, staples, healthcare,
and telecoms.
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The cash paradox

Adoption of digital means is not reducing cash demand

‘There are several advantages of cash transactions. Settlement happens immedi-
ately, and thereisno transaction cost. Besides, they preserve privacy. Digital trans-
actions leave a trail and can be traced. Thus, there are reasons why people prefer
using cash despite the significant expansion in digital mediums of transactions.
‘Therapid increase in digital transactions, thanksto the fUni-
fied Payments Interface, would intuitively suggest that the use of cash in the econ-
omy has declined. However, this is not the case. This aspect was recently
highlighted by Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Deputy Governor Shirish Chandra
Murmu in an address in Jakarta, Indonesia. He noted that despite the adoption of
digital payments, cash in circulation had not declined, particularly in rural and
semi-urban areas, low-income groups and small businesses.

Regulatingthe issue of banknotes was one of the main reasons for the establish-
ment of the RBI in 1935. The central bank has been performing this function with
the support of the banking system and other institutions. Currently, about 176 bil-
lion rupee notes are in circulation, which is much higher than what it is for dollars
oreuros, largely because the mix is tilted towards lower-denomination notes. This
leads to a large volume of injection of new notes into the system and absorption of
damaged ones. Every year 28-30 billion new notes are printed, and about 21 billion
pieces aredisposed of. It isalways important that notesare of good quality and have
the necessary security features. Running the currency system effectively is abso-
lutely necessary to preserve monetary sovereignty. The RBI isnow planning toissue
polymer notes on atrial basis. This will help improve the durability of the note and
would be economical over the long run.

AsMrMurmunoted, currencyinci ioni double-digit:
astheshare of cash inindividual transactionsis declining. This makes demand pro-
jections difficult for the RBIand complicates things in terms of production and dis-
tribution. Sustained demand for cash in the Indian economy must be debated. It is
worth remembering that India had withdrawn high-val worthabout 86 per
centofcurrency incirculation by value, in 2016, Although the use of digital medium
has increased since then, the demand for cash has not declined substantially. The
cash -to -gross domestic product (GDP) ratio was 11.9 per cent in 2015-16. It went up
toover 14 per cent in2020-21 and wasat 11 per cent in 2025-26. According to the data
compiled by the Bank for International Settlements, the number in 2024 was at 7.9
percent in the United States and about 3 per cent in the United Kingdom and Brazil.

There could be several reasons for sustained demand for cash in the Indian
economy. For instance, it could be a reflection of a large informal economy, which
avoidsdigital means. Some may be usingcash to avoid paying taxes. Anecdotal evi-
dence suggests, for this reason, cash is heavily used in the construction and real
estate. Thus, both the Union and state governments are likely losing tax revenue
from this sector. However, it must be noted that the prevalence of cash by itself is
notanindication of black money. There could be other reasons such as convenience
oraloweropportunity costof holding cash. Japan, forinstance, has had low interest
rates for many years and a cash-to-GDP ratio of over 20 per cent. Given the overall
conditions, cash demand in India appears high and is worth probing.

After the plunge
Safety must be the top priority for airlines

The Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) and the Aircraft Accident Investi-
gation Bureau (AAIB), the two institutions responsible for safety-related incidents,
should come up with a final investigation report soon on why a Phuket-Delhi Air
India flight suddenly dropped 300 feet, injuring many passengers and crew
‘members on August 4. The findings so far have revealed two things — issues related
toall three hydraulic systems on the Airbus A320 plane and a captain who had con-
sumed marijuana ahead of taking chaxge in the cockpit. The data recorder shows a
rarelossof p bssall the hy d the flightlosing all key con-
trols, including its elevators (for up/down pitch) and ailerons (for left/right roll) for
four seconds. Without clarity on what really caused the 300-foot plunge, the conjec-
ture is that the captain, who failed a dope test after the flight, may have been unable
to control the elevators and ailerons after the simultaneous failure of the hydraulic
systems. While the DGCA isin the process of making the gnidelines more smugen[
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Tatas and India

Tata Sons needs to ask itself what it stands for

The underlying causes for the decision of Tata Sons
Chairman N C| nottoseek

ment for a third term are not a conflict among per-
sonalities on the Tata Sons board, or a contest for
control of the Tata group. The root causes are much
deeper. They liein thedrift of the Tata group from the
purpose forwhichit was established, and inachange
inthe substance of its businesses.

Mahatma Gandhi said that while he was fight-
ing for India’s political freedom, Jamsetji Tata and
his sons were building the foundations
for India’s economic freedom. They
were doing the hard work to build the
hardware for Indian industry. The Tata
Iron and Steel Company, founded in
1907, produced steel from domestically
mined iron ore. It persisted through the
many obstructions the British govern-
ment put in its way. The Tatas pro-
moted the Indian Institute of Science,
which was established in Bangalore in
1909. The Tata Hydro Electric Power
Company, founded in 1910, provided
clean, renewable power to the textile industry in
Bombay, which converted Indian cotton into fab-
rics for India’s people.

Tata Engineering and Locomotive Company
(now Tata Motors), founded in 1945, provided wheels
forthe Indi; Initially it locomo-
tives for India’s railways. It diversified in 1954 and
became the country’s largest producer of trucks and
buses, and, at one point, India’s largest exporter of
manutactured goods: It also built a large base of

ARUN MAIRA

provided a base for Maruti to manufacture cars on
scale later. Indian auto component producers began
exporting India-made parts to the United States and
to European auto companies in the 1990s when
global trade was liberalised.

The purpose of the Tatagroup was to build Indian
industries on solid foundations. Tata companies
built for thelong term. They built their own human-
ware. They trained their own skilled workers and
groomed cadres of engineers, many of whom went
onto provide managers for other public-
and private-sector companies. Tata
companies also built their own
machines and equipment when there
was no foreign exchange for imports.
Tata's leaders understood that manu-
facturing technology is embedded
within the machines, dies, and tools
required for production. They also
understood that industrial research &
development (R&D) lies within the
desn,n and development of pmducnon

would ask himself, what will be good for India, and
what will be good for the Tatas. If he had a doubt, he
would decide in favour of India. In the long run, it
would turn out well for the Tatas too, he said. Tata
values came first, which included the needs of the
country. Stock market valuations were always a sub-
ordinate consideration, albeit necessary.

The weakening of the Tata group’s industrial
foundations began with the liberalisation of the
Indian economy, along with the globalisation of
financial markets, and the abandoning of industrial
policy, in 1991. Moreover, with the growth of digital

the concept of itself became
from ing. More
“technology” to solve any problem meant more digi-
tal technology. “Innovation” became new digital
apps to provide faster services. The performance of
“entrepreneurs” is measured by stock market valu-
ations of their enterprises, and by how quickly they
canbecome billionaires; rather than by what they do
touplift the lives of the poorest people.

India cannot rely any more on exporting Indian
labourandtalent, and remittances from non-resident
Indians, and exporting software services from India
tobalance its foreign trade. Indian products, made in
India, and by Indians, are essential to balance trade
and create employment in India. What India needs
now areIndian industry builders, whobuild India, by
building for India, and building in India.

India’s problems and the Tata group’s problems
cannot be separated. The Tatas have been integral to
India’s industrial history, and a partof Indians’ lives,
for over one hundred years.

TataTrusts, whichis a major investor in TataSons
and relies on income from Tata Sons for its philan-
thropic work, is concerned about the uncertainty of
its future income. Tata Sons is facing a financial
crunch. AirIndia, the enterprise JR D Tata founded
in1932inadifferent era, was re-acquired by the group
from the government in 2022 to rescue it from its
deep financial troubles, and improve the quality of its
services. It is now draining Tata Sons’ resources, as
are Tata Digital and Tata Neu, the new digital app.

Tata C ervices, India’s largest
exporter of software services, and Tata Sons’ cash
cow, is flying into the turbulence in the software
industry created by Al These are ventures that Mr
Chandrasekaran stewarded. Therefore, he was con-
fronted by Tata Trusts.

The board of Tata Sons must find a new chair-
man within a few months to replace Mr Chandrase-
karan. The board must begin by asking itself some
deeper questions.

IsTataSonsa philanthropic enterprise, an invest-
ment manager, or a builder of industry? How should
itbe governed now to fulfill the purpose of existence
of the Tata group? Should the quality of Tata Sons'

for providing

competitive advantages.
The necessity of owning and controlling the
upply of harc toall inves—
torsand titors in theartificial i

(AT)
industry. The makers of advanced chips, and lhe
makers of equipment for producing the chips, have
the power to control the industry.

The Tata group was founded and built as an
industrial enterprise; not a financial empire. JR D
‘Tata, chairman of the group from 1938 to 1991, said

of auto which

that hehad keadifficult decision, he

bystockmarket
or adherence to Tata values of service to the nation
and fairness to all stakeholders? What competencies
does the board of Tata Sons require now to fulfill its
purpose? Finally, what must be the experience and
the competencies required of the chairman of Tata
Sons? And what values will he or she be guided by?

‘The writer is the author of The Learning Factory:
How the Leaders of Tata Became Nation Builders
and Reimagining India’s Economy: The Roadtoa
More Equitable Society

The myth of the China shock

Few issues in the public square are uncontested.
But the narrative that the United States’ decision,
driven by elite considerations, to open trade with
China led to the loss of a large number of manufac-
turing jobs and deindustrialisation comes close.
Democrats and Republicans, the mainstream

forteststods't?(‘fdmgand- I theinvestigationshould P
into ilure of all three hydraulic onthe flight.

The latest incident comes just a year after the fatal Boeing 787 Air India crash,
which is yet to find a closure with no clarity on what caused the catastrophic acci-
dentin Ahmedabad just seconds after takeoff. On the issue of doping in particular,
there’san effort to take the tests procedures to international level, with Federation
of Indian Pilots President C S Randhawa telling the DGCA that it should be made
mandatory totest 25 per cent of the pilots onarandom basis, rather than 10 per cent
now. Besides the captain of the Phuket-Delhi flight, two other pilots have tested
positive. This is a serious concern and Air India must double down on safety
measures to restore passenger trust.

Going heyond the currem regulatory ask, Air India has ordered a mandatory

timetest for d: T ivesubstancesforits 5,000-plus pilots. How-
ever, ensuringthatthe dnve isnotjuston paperwill be paramount. It’salsoan alarm
bell for the regulator — the DGCA — to be more vigilant so that all airlines are com-
pliant in a foolproof manner. According to the present DGCA rules, all scheduled
airlines and air-traffic controllers must randomly test at least 10 per cent of their
safety-sensitive personnel, including pilots, for psychoactive substances every year.
These tests are also mandatory after any accident or safety-related incident. In
many developed countries, the rules are much stricter and part of aregime. In the
United States, for instance, the Federal Aviation Administration and the Depart-
ment of Transportation tc 25percent
of their safety-sensitive workforce, including commercial pilots, for drugs every
yearand 10 per cent for alcohol.

Among others, there are pre-employment tests, post-accident tests, and those
for reasonable suspicion and returnto duty. Ifa pilot fails or refuses a tesl the con-
sequencesincludeti
sional, and treatment followed by unannounced followuptesting before returmng
towork. Inthe expanding Indian aviation sector, which is a duopoly forall practical
purposes, safety should be the top priority for the companies. That must beaccom-
panied by international-standard regulatory oversight.

testa

unding ionb

media. ofallstripes, and even econ-
omists hold, advance, and defend this version of
events. And yet every part of it is off base.

Did growing US trade with China following the
2000 decision to permanently normalise trade rela-
tionsand China's accession to the World Trade Organ-
ization in 2001 lead to a large reduction
in manufacturing employment? In their
2013 paper, economists David Autor,
David Dorn, and Gordon Hanson find
that rising exposure to Chinese import
competition is associated with a net
reductionin US manufacturingemploy-
ment of 1.5 million from 1990-2007. In
workwith Daron Acemogluand Brendan
Price, they find thatup to 2.4 million jobs
were lost through 2011 due to competi-
tion with Chinese imports.

To assess whether these are large
numbers of job losses, place them in the
context of broader US labour market dynamism.
From 2000 to 2007, more than five million workers,
including around 425,000 ing workers,

MICHAEL R STRAIN

thors attempt to account for both sides of the ledger.
In a 2019 paper, Feenstra and his colleagues con-
firmthe “Chinashock” result, finding that 1.9 million
jobs were lost between 1991 and 2011, owing to import
ition from China, with jobslost to com-
petition from globa] imports. But they also ﬁ.ud mal
aroughly numberofjobs
to export expansion.
One should also consider that uring’s

the uncertainty created by the pre-2000 annual
renewal of trade-policy parameters. They also grew
because of China’s internal, pro-market reforms —
including a reduction in its own tariff rates.

Norwasthe US decision to trade with China made
by a shadowy elite. China’s exports to America grew
as a result of millions of decentralised, individual
decxsmns Dunngthe 19805 and1990s, USconsumers
and

share of total US employment followed a relatively
smooth downward trend from the early 1950s until
the 2008 financial crisis, when falling productivity
actually caused the trend to slow. The
decline predates the “China shock” by
decades. And there was no obvioustrend
break in manufacturing’s employment
sharein20000r2001, which is consistent
with the view that, over the long term,
declinesin

‘hoseto
made in China, a trend that continued following
China’sentry into the WTO.
Inswmngm the“Chi & ide
that lass, orthat
apowerful, murky, ite it
isolated choices that hurt the majority of Americans.
The right lessons to draw from the 2000s are that
it is harder than economists and policymakers had
mought for workers to move from a sector with

opportunities into a sector with

have been driven mainly by productivity
growth, not by trade competition.

Finally, the US did not decide to open
trade with Chinain the 1990sin the same
way that 1 decided to have a third
espresso this morning. The decision
wasn’t nearly so simple or singular.

Yes, China was granted permanent normal trade
relannns in 2000 and entered the World Trade

expandmg opportunities. Mcreover, workers areless
willingtorel wit
tunity than they had been in the past — let alone ata
pace that would establish a new aggregate labour-
market equilibrium.

These two lessons are broadly applicable, and
policymakers should keep both top of mind as
advances in generative Al continue. They should be
open to new types of policies — for example, public

workersin localities hit hard

separated from their employers in a typical month.
There was nothing speclal abour that period — these
magnitudes overthelast f ars.
Moreover, when it comes to trade liberalisation,
import competition is only half the story. In the
1980s, 19908, and 2000s, trade with China, and glo-
balisation more broadly, led to growing opportun-
ities for US exporters.
V

hatt i isation

ion in 2001. But the US had y
renewed China’s normal trade relati i

1980, and US trade with China grew rapld.ly overtwo

by ic disruption, and potentially large earn-
ings subsldles to help workers in transition.
tomy But p: d not build walls around

decades priortoits WTO acc

calculations, China’s share of total US imports grew
during the 1980s, hit 2.5 per cent in 1989, had more
than doubled to 5.4 per cent by 1993, and stood at 8
per cent in 1999.

The trend continued following China’s WTO

should have littl on
because job losses from import competition can be
balanced by job gains in export-intensive firms and

sectors. The economist Robert Feenstraand his coau-

China’s share of total US imports doubled
again, from 8.2 per cent in 2000 t0'16.4 per cent in
2007. But even this overstates the role of US policy in
facilitating the so-called China shock. China’s exports
continued to grow in part because the US eliminated

the economy orattempt to slow the pace of techno-
logical change. They should approach the future
with optimism, not with fear — unburdened by the
incorrect view that dynamism and economic lib-
eralism are obstacles tolong-term prosperity, rather
thanits key drivers.

The writer is director of economic policy studies at
the American Enterprise Institute
© Project Syndicate, 2026

Creatingalife in prison

BOOK
REVIEW

NEHA KIRPAL

In 2015, acclaimed scholar and stage per-
former Farooqui jailed in
Tihar for a crime that he denied commit-
ting, and of which he was finally
acquitted in circumstances that are still
being hotly debated. While in prison, it
‘was faith, books, theatre and writing that
restored his will to live. With this deeply
personal memoir, he breaks his silence
on the darkest chapter of his life. “It was
the nadir of my forty-four years of life —
emotionally, physically, intellectually

and socially,” he recalls.

Born in Gorakhpur in 1971, Mr
Farooqui had a modest, middle-class
childhood. Though emotional and
headstrong as a child, he was hardwork-
ing, and was awarded the Government
of India Merit Scholarship to study at
‘The Doon School in Dehradun. He
describes his initial years there as trau-
matic, leaving him with deep insecur-
itiesand low self-esteem. At the same
time, he thrived as a debater, sportsper-
son, mathematics whizand a theatre
director. After school, he studied his-
tory honours at St Stephen’s College.
Thereafter, he received the Rhodes
Scholarship and went to Oxford. On
returning to India, he worked briefly as
atelevision news reporter, and around
thistime, he met his future wife,
AnushaRizvi. After getting married, he
began reviving Dastangoi, the lost art of

Urdu storytelling. In 2010, their film,
Peepli Live, released and became a cult
hit. Mr Farooqui’s book, Besieged:
Voices from Delhi, 1857, was also pub-
lished around this time.

‘Though busy, Mr Farooqui admits he He notes that while Tihar’s
was somewhat estranged from his wife, official capacity is 6,000, its
i ionand i current strength is over
himselfin his addictions. During this 14,000. Mr Farooqui writes
time, he met an American researcher that there are no peons or

oftenoverdrinks. In June 2015, Mr
Farooqui was unexpectedly arrested on
rape charges by the American scholar.
Taken into custody, he was sent to Tihar.
Acontentious and highly publicised
case, his arrest became newsworthy, and
was prominently reported in the media.
Even though his association with films
carried a faint glamour in jail, he was sub-
jected toritual abuse and humiliation.
“Hopeis reckless inside prison,” he
observes. Afterabout a fortnight, Mr
Farooqui performed a Dastangoi in
prison, which many enjoyed. Healso
began devouring the collection of books
inthejail’s library.

o0 00
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Mr Farooqui describes in
detail various aspects of Asia’s
largest and most famous jail
—itsfood, atmosphere, his
inmates and their backstories.

sweepersin this efficiently

punishment, often they are
subject to further punish-
ment in prison. “Everywhere
I'turned, I found sorrow,
anguish and helplessness.”
heexplains.
Afterbeingreleased on
interim bail, Mr Farooqui was
convicted and sentenced to
seven years, and sent back to
Tihar in 2016, This time, he

runjail; instead, inmates pro-  ha Tihar Players: A decided to startadrama class
vide free labour — carting Prison Memoir in jail, and started with some
groceries, preparing food, by Mahmood Farooqui  Workshops. This was followed
washing, cleaningand guard-  pyblished by by small improvisational

ing. He realised that most Juggernaut skits based on the inmates’
murdererswere “accidental  315pages 899 own life stories and experi-

villains”, who had committed
crimes of passion.

While in prison, Mr Farooqui made
some profound observations, which he
jotted in his journal, such as the fact
that to watch someone else’s degrada-
tion is the most repellent yet absorbing
sight that the jail has to offer. Headds
that while inmates are sent to prison as

ences. It wasquite a challeng-
ing task, given that most
prisoners were illiterate with no back-
ground in theatre.

After spending 18 crushing months
in prison and fighting a court battle for
three years, Mr Farooqui writes that the
attacks on him continue to this day.
Posts on social media brand him a

rapist, and many people don’t dare
invite him for their events for fear ofa
small but vocal group. Withina month
of his release, Mr Farooqui returned to
the jail as an instructor. He continues to
keep in touch with prisoners, helping
with their cases, putting money in their
accounts and counselling them.
“People shouldn’t have to pay fora
rash, momentary mistake with years of
torture,” he believes.

Mr Farooqui's son was born in the
winter following his release. In the nine
yearssince his release, he has given him-
self almost entirely to Dastangoi, per-
forming in Singapore, London, and
Hong Kong. To date, Mr Farooqui has
written 15 modern dastans, directed sev-
eral and performed over a thousand

hows around the world. I
it was difficult for him to write this brave
memoir, which took 10 years to present
totheworld.

The reviewer is a New Delhi-based
freelance writer
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Banks don't have much
time to get future-ready

AS finance evolves, banking reforms 3.0 must prepare a blueprint to equip Indian lenders,

especially public sector banks, with what it would take to meet new challenges of the Al age

he banking industry, both in India
and the world at large, has changed
dramatically. And continuesto do
so each passing day. In the words
of American baseball coach Yogi
Berra, “The future ain’t what it used
tobe.” So how can India get its banks future-
ready? The answer: by drawing up a blueprint
forreform. Thisis best done by entrusting the
Jjob toahigh-level panel on banking reforms
onthe lines of the earlier two Narasimham
Committees. Today's financial environment,
though, is vastly different. It was in this spirit
and in line with her 2026-27 Budget proposals
that finance minister Nirmala Sitharaman,
speakingat a conclave of public sector banks
(PSBs) earlier this week, announced that an
expert panel would soon be appointed by
the government. The future of banking, she
added, must also reflect the aspirations of
India’s youth.

The first reality to note is that financial sector
reforms initiated in 1991 remain incomplete.
We have made satisfactory progressin many
spheres, such asincome recognition, capital
adequacy, loss provisioning, etc. But there are
major areas, s the Centre’s stake reduc-
tion in PSBs to 33%, priority-sector lending and
freedom in recruitment and remuneration, to
cite just three, where past patterns prevail. This
sums up the essence of this sector’s challenge,
especially for PSBs. We want banking services
tobeaccessible to every Indian, even as we
expect our banks to compete with the world's
best. We want innovations in the sector to serve
customers by reducing the cost of services and
offering them safe access to newer products.
The banks themselves, of course, must stay
commercially viable, a point we must not lose

ARVIND GUPTA & AAKASH GUGLANI

sight of. History has shown that the too-big-to-
fail trait of large banks, coupled with the fact
that banks are the backbone of any financial
system, means that taxpayer money inevitably
comes to their rescue if they run into trouble.
Thealternative—bank failure, with its chain of
consequences—is too scary to contemplate.

At the same time, a fast evolving financial sec-
torand new threats posed by Al to services long
regarded as the preserve of banks mean that
getting them future-ready is no easy task. Digi-
tal disruptions have already transformed this
sector. Banks face competition from fintech
firms as well as tech companies venturing into
payments, money management, insurance and
lending. Using big dataand Al models, upstarts
may gain an edge over banks on assessing risks
and pricing credit. That too, without any of the
baggage that banks in general and PSBs in par-
ticular carry, such as Jan Dhan accounts that
require no minimum balance. Banks, in turn,
have entered fields like insurance, asset man-
agement, brokerage and so on, while getting
tech upgrades; they also have fintech plays of
their own via subsidiaries, stake-buys and tie-
ups. Perhaps the expert panel could make space
for some blue-sky gazing on the Reserve Bank
of India’s (RBI) digital currency, the e-rupee.
Onceit's fully deployed, it could plausibly
reshape banking if RBI were to pay interest on
e-rupee balances *held’ with it; what may seem
like a threat to the role of banks as our deposit
takers could nudge them to sharpen their risk
pricingasa core skill. Broadly, the committee
would do well to re-examine the role of banks
vis-a-vis RBI, including the latter’s tendency to
stray into operational issues, despite advice
to the contrary by earlier panels. That'salong
wish list. But that'salso why it takes expertise.
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Don't let abstract ideas override
the realities of school education

Continuous comprehensive evaluation replaced exams at the cost of a whole generation of students

ANURAG BEHAR
is CEO of Azim Premyji Foundation.

teachersits after school with an
. openregister. Its columns carry

thing else. A lesson is taught, exercis
a labus moves on.
Assessmentarrivesat the end to judge
the child rather than help the teacher
and learning. ‘Continuous cnabledllml
feedback loop. ki
the heliefthat learning ble only
through testsand is only memorization.
The case against detention is equally
strong. There s almost no evidence that
repeatinga year improves learning and
much on how ‘failing" a child can hurt

and detention returned, and began to
fail at age 15 with the board year ahead
and no time to cover lost ground. We
had merely deferved detention, concen-
trated itand made it far worse.

The privilegecd, as alwa aped.
Theirschools found ways to assess stu-
dents—via worksheets, class testsand
activity records—and keep parents
informed. Behind that stood the home:
agrandmother who read with the child,
say, or.nulm The underprivileged had

the child's develop So, when the
Right to Education (RTE) Act of 2009
made CCE compulsory and abolished
examsand detention up toclass 8, it
seemed right to many, including me.
We have all seen the tyranny of exams
and what failure does toa child.

% the names of her 30

itsrows have indicators—participation
ingroupactivities, an ability to relate
concepts to daily life, on language and
math, and more, The termendeda
week ago. Weeksof observationare

being noted inamatter of hours, Thisis

the only practical way, since filling 6

But this tory of how an insight
turnsinto dogma once a kernel of truth
isallowed (o metast Consider what
weasked ofa teacher with 20-30 pupils,
often across more than one grade in the
same rrmm, and more than onvsuhjcrt:

nlh|\’dlll|U)mpn’hl‘n\l\l‘l\ ACTY

mdum e lm 0 children every week is

. Which is what Conti eral doma
Cnmpmhv e Evaluation (CCE)
expected of every teacher.

And CCEis the fourth classroom
aseries that demands our
“onstructivism' and a ‘whole
language’ approach shaped teaching;
“joyful learning’ without any burden,
described in my last column, was the

substratum for those. CCE grew straight

outofit y burden onachild is the
enemy, assessment is its most visible
instrument; once learning without a
burden became ourmoral ground,
examinations had no room. CCE took
their place; ‘no detention™
achild back torepeata
Let me begin with whatis undoubt-
edly true. Asa principle, CCE is funda-
mental to effective teaching. A teacher
teachessomething. She finds out what
her children have understood and
decides what to do next on that basis.
Put like that, what else would a teacher
do? But ourschools did, and do, some-

| parameters,
" hmg a

ment was quietly reached: registers
would be filled, boxes ticked and
nobody would ask what it all meant.
Sowearrived at the worst of all
worlds. Neither exams nor CCE hap-
pened. There was no detention even if
the learning was grossly inadequate.
Children moved up every year and
nobody—not the teacher. not the par-
ent, not the child, nor the system’— had
anyaccount of what was learnt. That
school education did not collapse into
chaosisstrong evidence of the profes-
sional integrity of the average teacher.
She had every incentive and leeway to
stop teaching seriously. Most did not.
But integrity cannot substitute fora
breakdown of one of education’s funda
mental processes, Children reached
class9, where examinations resumed
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GUEST VIE!

Here’s how Indian efforts can converge on sovereign Al

sons unconnected to the country
This has implications for In
tration, health diagnostics, intelligence
operationsand education planning, ascach
increasingly relieson Al 'slcms.

are, respectively, head; and
senior policy manager, Digital
India Foundation.

nl2June, the UScommerce depart-
L . ment ordered Anthropic tosuspend
© access to two of its most
artificial intelligence (AD models, Claude
Fable 5and Claude Mythos 3, for every for-
eignnational anywhere inthe world (the AI
company’s ¢ merican employees
included), citinga national security concern
tied to a jailbreak vulnerability. The order
did not distinguish betweena bankin Mum-
bai, a hospital in Nairobi or a university in
Berlin. Access was restored once Washing-
ton determined the export control could be
lifted. For those days, any Indian institution
that planned a workflow around these Al
models was stymied by a directive from a
government it did not wer to.

The episodeillustrates what sovereign AT
means for Indi pendence on a foreign
frontier model carries
mercial exposure:
provider may be the most capable in the
world and still be compelled by its home
government to withdraw a model for rea-

it (GPLD a n‘ I'mm mug]lly 10,()()()
units to about 40,000, mmmg to e\tvnd
mputeacces u

research institutions, Bh: i provides
multilingual speech datasets and language
modelsacross Indian languages, while Sar-
vam Al and Bl GPT b tems on
Indian data. The Union cabinet'sapproval of
the India Semiconductor Mission 2.0 is
another step forward, as it builds on the
roughly 376,000 crore incentive framework
ofthe first phase and shifts focus from chip
fabrication capacity to equipment, materi-
als, design intellectual property and supply
chain resilience, which form the depend-

ency layer beneathany Alsystem, foreign or
domestic. The Digital Personal Data Protec-
tion (DPDP) Act of 2023 gives the state a
legal basis to process personal data in the
public interest. None of these steps alone
amounts to sovereign Al, but each aims to
reduce the dependency exposed by US

ignty doesn’t require
lndmn equivalent of a general-purpose
model such as Claude. It means ensuring
that the tools the government depends on
are trained on Indian data, run on Indian soil
and can’t be disabled by a foreign dire

India is a data-rich nation and its scale
itself'is part of the answer

to the sovereignty que ’ models running on them,
tion. India’s GST networ The country S an arrangement US and
processes more than 15 bil- Initinti European defence agencies
foninoicsfromoterl 0 techinitiatives o be
esen s Unined Ty, CAN liver AL 20 Tt o e
me ents Interface carries systems whose partnerwithitsownership
more than 250 billion R transferred to the govern-
lr:nmrfiunsauuuull,\'_.'l_'lw data resides at ment once the contract
Open Network for Digital period ends.

Cmm;(\;l;ce Illlnsprlm‘,(-s%d home and keys . ::\LI ngim layer would
over 200 million deals. hold India’ vereignty
this information can be  are held loca“y leverage: small, domain-
used to train Al modelsin specific language modelsin

India with no connection
totheoutside world.

Above this infrastructure could sit a sov-
ereigndatalake, pooled entirely from anon-
ymized and non-personal data drawn from
various Indian systems.

Thearchitecture that follows would rest
on five layers, each designed such that no

single foreign actor can decide whether it
keeps running. At the base would be an air-
gapped data centre with nolink to the public
internet, where data entersunder controlled
conditions and nothing leaves. A hyper-
scaler’s distributed cloud model offers a
template: the vendor supplies GPUs but has

no access to the data or

the range of one to 13 bil-
lion pamm(lms trained exclusively within
facility on data drawn from
the wvc-n eign data lake. A tax intelligence
model would flag GST fraud and input tax
credit mismatches: a border and immigra-
tion madel could cross-reference traveller
recordsagainst watch lists; a health surveil-

no back-up. Thisis the pattern in every
column of this. Anorthodoxy
about schoolingisa luxury thatonly
those with a second system—the home
and its networks—canafford to have
imposed on theirchildren.

For10 years, this was a charade that
educators knew. Then some states
began asking for exams in ¢ 3,5
and 8, only to be attacked as regressive
by those furthest from any classroom.
Parents who could see that theirown
children could not read wanted testing.
Parliament amended the RTE law in
tes' power o examine

after two months of ex

The rules came only at the end 0f 2024
The choice was never between

assess mgd( hild and protecting her.

ional Curricular Framework of
5(|NI‘I|)CS \\Iml we should have
trulesdraw on

ses, but du not mechar
le, assess through formal exams,
external where needed, at classes.
and 8.1fa child has not learnt, oblige the
school to teach heragain.
Theorthodoxy asked usto believe. It
did not ask us tosee what was actually
happening, or what was possible, or do
the hard work of balancing principles
withina frame of reality. We must never
letan abstract idea rule over reality and
experience. A generation was schooled
while we protected an absn -action from
what was plainly
room. The idea suffered no loss but mil-
lions of children are still paying forit.

I_mm a EE@M@ME—I

The real question is not
whether machines think but
whether men do.

B.F. SKINNER

_

lance model could issue early warnings of
-ase outbreaks and drug shortages; and
aneducation analytics model could ident
schools at risk of a dropout surge. h
would be narrowly focused by design, built
for one function, [ully auditable, and
answerable to no jurisdiction but India’s.

The fourthlayer iswhere authorized offi-
cers would use these tools through a con-
trolled gateway over a secure private line,
with every query logged foraudit.

The most important layer is governance.
Regulations of the ministry of electronicsand
information technology and the DPDP Act
provide the legal basis forit, while the Al Gov-
ernanceand Economic Group offers Indiaan
inter-ministerial structure tooversee it.

Suchaset-updoesnot need Indiato turn
inward on computing hardware. A hyper-
scaler’s chips inside an air-gapped facility
entail no greater risk than the same chips
within a defence agency’s data centre in
‘ashington. What mattersis not where the
silicon was madle, but where the data resides,
where the model is trained and who holds

Thati . s

Al systems that are integral to running the
Indian state, sovereignty is not an optional
safeguard buta must-have,
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India’s increasing proportion of
working womenisn't anillusion

This trend captured by our labour survey should be seen as an opportunity to accelerate a valuable source of income growth

T.C.A. ANANT

is a visiting professor at the Institute for Studies
of Industrial Development and Institute for
Human Development, and former chief
statistician of India

ne of the striking changes in
ia’s labour market over the
pastseveral years has been the
~ steady rise in women's labour
. [orce participation. Since the
Periodic Labour Force Survey
(PLFS) began in 2017-18, the female labour force
participation rate has risen from roughly one-
quarterof working-age women to above 40%
i latest annual data. The increase has been
lly pronounﬂ dinrural India.
now widely acknowledged, but its
mlerpra.mon remains contested. Two criticisms
deserve particular ion. The first is method
logical: clmngmm theinstructions given to PLI'S
field inve: 24 may have improved
theidenti idiary economic activity
among women otherwise reporting domestic
duties. This could have raised measured participa-
tion. Butitisdifficult toatiribute the broader trend
to this change. Female participation wa;
several years before 2023-24.and con
thereafter. Better probing may affect the level at
the margin, but it cannot plausibly explain an
eight-year trend.
The second criticism is more substantive. Much
oflhc increase in \mmvn ‘swork hasoccurred in
i women cl; ified as
I\clpcre in houschul(l enterprises. Since these
women may not receive a separate wage, the
increase is sometimes interpreted as evidence of
distress rather than an improvement in employ-
menlnp[xmumu S,
That interpretation is too qui npaid‘isa
description of how income isdistributed withina
household enterprise; it is nota statement that the
work produces no economic value. A woman
workingina family enterprise can contribute
directly to output and household income without
receiving a wage paid to herseparately. Consider
dairy farming. In many rural households, women
feed and care for cattle, clean sheds, milk the ani-
malsand may even take the milk toa collection
centre. Yet, historically, membership of a dairy
cooperative, the relevant bank account or formal
identity of the enterprise has often been in the
name ofa male household member. The man may
principally work in farming, construction or
another occupation, while the woman performs
much of the day-to-day dairy activity. In labour
statistics, she may thus appear asa helperina
Imuwhuld enterprise rather than as a wage earner.
The n additional reason to look beyond the
distress explanation. Independently of the PLFS,
India hasspent more thana devud(- encou m;,.rlmz

lihoods Mission (DAY-NRLM), has organized ri
women intoself-help groups and promoted liveli-
hood ties through credit, training and collec-
tive IIISLI[\I(IDI)S

By mid-2 5, ministry of rural development
administrative data reponed more than 100 mil-
lion rural women mobilized intoroughly 9,1 mil-
lion self-help group marksan increase from
around 46 million nwallmuwhnld\ mobilized in
2017-18. Livestock (prir lairy, poultry and
goat-rearing), food proce: d other farm and
s have been important parts of
this livelihood strategy.

Similar trends are visible in India’s Time Use
Survey, which shows an increase in time devoted
to employment and production of goods for own
final use from 84 minutes per day in 2019 to 94
minutes per day in 2024.

This matters forinterpreting the PLFS numbers.
The labour survey, time-use survey and the NRLM
administrat emare different sources. Yet
they all point towards an expansion of women's
economic activity in rural India. Animal b

tions. But they are different from run(lmlm[, that
the measured increase in women's work is merely
statistical or is necessari ign of dnlrcss

hoc(l oppor visible
inaggregate labour-market enlNl Futuredata
on farm household incomes and the contribution of
livestock and allied activities to it should allow this
propuosition to be tested more directly.

Thereisalsoalarger policy implication. Even
after the recent increase, women's labour foree par-
ticipation remains far below men’s. This represents
alarge reservoir of potential houschold income and
economic output. One social constraint is that many
rural women cannot easily spend long stretches of
the day away from household responsi
lihood np;mnumlm therefore need not all resem-
salaried employment. Animal hus-
ngand other home- or village-
based enterpr anallow productive work to be
combined with i women’stime.

y
providesan especm].l\' plausible connection. (m\ -

As India plans to achieve Viksit Bharat by 2047,

while women providea s\lhsmnnal
labourinvolved in caring for them. The resulting
income may accrue to the household enterprise
evenifnoexplicit wage s paid to the woman.
This doesnot mean that distress is absent [rom
rurnl India, or that every increase in female self-

precisely this kind of wi dactiv-
ity. The National Rural LI\'CIlhOOdb Mission,
Imlnrhed u\ 201 and Id(cr ince urporalcd intothe

it tional Rural Live-

igh-quality job. Nor
doesn risein lahour force participation tell us
enoughabout women’s control over the income
they help generate. Those are important qualifica-

the main isnotsimply to get more
women counted as workers. Itis to raise the pro-

ductivity, earnings and agency associated with the
work they are already doing: through better ac
tocreditand m.arkcls. \lmu;,vrpmrlu( erorgani
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Progressives with a ‘woke’ past
can’t win trust by dismissing it

They risk looking like followers of opinion polls instead of leaders

NIA-MALIKA HENDERSON
is a politics and policy columnist for
Bloomberg Opinion.

called ‘Great Awoken-
A it was, has given way to
4 L what nughl be mlled the ‘Great
Democratic Dewe

\

ia Ocasio-Cortez's walkback on

ing higher office, progre
want backsies when it comes to ‘woke,
which has implications for midterm polls
and beyond as the party grapples with its
brand and a stratified coalition. Butitis not
enough tosay, *That was then, thi 3
|Iyulman( mlersln 4

York mpros J cas
Cortezmadeit plain last \\wk, clevatingto
tion the political shift

‘wokeness' has caused a stir. AP

was asked whether he agreed with the
woke-1-was-crazy framing, he had the best
answ 'm going to be honest, [ don’t
knowwhat Woke Lis, but 1 can tell you how
Tlead in Maryland,” he said, going on to
describe hisbalanced approach to crime on
CNN. Th(- focus forany leader is notaslo-
gan, not an n(lvolog\ it is "Are you
making your you

that hasbeen hotly debated a or -iim

making your safor?™

“Ihaveal local city c
aying:‘Woke l wascrazy,™ the
ew York congresswoman said on ABC's
s Week," quoting a tweet from Chi
Osse, before lettingouta biglaugh. “I think
that what's important is that we have to
assess what a candidate is sa

Inother words, don’t pay an
towhata candidate said yesterday, Juslp.n
attention to what a candidate is
today. No wonder trust in government is
among the lowest it has been in nearly
seven decades.

Inthistelling, ‘wokeI'issomesort ofill-
defined covid-era fever dream—even
though the term ‘woke’ dates back to the
early 20th century and amountstoa call for
African-, Amorimmmm ognize and fight

b acentrist, which
makes navigating this moment easier for
him than for prcgn*w\ s. But he is also
smartly refusing to disparage a serious

which, likeall had
missteps, but also brought lasting good.

Ocasio-Cortez, who now sits atop a
recent poll of hypothetical 2028 candi-
dates in the Democratic field, might have
themost togain from thisslick reposition-
ing. But such a move by her, or others on
the left, risks exposing progressive Demo-
crats more as followers than leaders, and
rathercynical to boot.

In 2020, chasing clout, relevance and
virtue points, segments of the online left
veered away from the roots of anti-racist
activism into caricature territory. In

against racially opy
TheMay 202()(lm|l|urfxmrgl-l loydat
the handsof police officer Derek Chauvin
inMinneapolis sparked the largest protest
movement in American history and calls
for police reform, which is presumably
what Ocasio-Cortez means by ‘woke 1.’
For Democrats, the stakes of this
attempted repositioning are quite high.
acklash against ‘woke' language and poli-
cies—particularly around the left's callsto
“defund the police”—has proven politically
costly. Such was the case for Wisconsin
Democratic gubernatorial candidate Fran-
cesca Hong, wholost her primary last week.
InMichigan, Abdul El-Sayed, the Demo-
cratic nominee foran open Senate seat, is

now, they have rightfully
drawn the ire of activists who originally
saw I‘guw\hkvﬂ. as sympa-

ve of an entire political
struggle that has existed for centuries as
“Woke I' is not only ahistorical but cow-
ardly,” Derecka Pumell, author of Becoming
Police, Protests and the Pursuit
sted on Instagram. “Ifyou feel

e on dldn t do the work. Say yml
didn't understand. Sa; you're willing to
walk back because you want to kcop your
job. But don's ldxsm;sslhcslmggl

And dismissing that struggle is what

also grappling with prior staf

among them criticizing lh(’ \emnd
Jfireworks

Jul\ and football, Healso once called for

tions, i and greater
and control of productive assets.

The rise inwomen's work, captured in India’s
Periodic Labour Force Survey, should be seen not
asastatistical curiosity but asan opportunity to
accelerate one of the country’s most important
sources of future income growth.

THEIR YIEW

the police. His campaign said
“cherry-picked comments from old pod-
casts don’t reflect his beliefs today,” in a
response to CNN'sstory about his previous
views, a line he will likely have to expand
on for Michigan voters to find him creclible.

When Maryland governor Wes Moore

asio-C med to do, diminishingit
allwithalaugh.

Ocasio-Cortezhas been privately reach-
ingoutinan effort to build bridges with the
Alrican-American politi
eyetowardsa po\\:blv 2028 run. Itis that
Kind of deep work that Ocasio-Cortezand
other progressives will have todo more of
to get beyond their bubbles and under-
stand what the voters they claim tospeak
for actually want. ©BLOOMBERG

Allis not fair in politics when women become a target

TULSI JAYAKUMAR

publicli
deployed ag
public figur
operativ

is professor, economics, and
executive director, Centre for
Family Business &
Entrepreneurship at Bhavan's
SPJIMR.

Vijay’s political s

ha Krishnan. Across debates, social
mediaand public rallies, rival commentators
invoked her name repeatedly to trivialize
OlSNess.
equation, Krishnan, with her two-decade
acting career, was effectively reduced from

In this

this pattern tells a different story onc

look closer. Opposition figures and online

political networks rey
oxic | maticph J

\ uw(l dlplu

ntoday’s politics,
winonsubstance, they fall back onanold,
ugly strategy: weaponizing the women
connected to their targets. This dynamic
restsona prvmiw asold aspatriarchy itself:
awoman is not an

I an't | aself-made, successful |

narrative weapon, her presence twisted into
atool signallingunreliability or moral com-
promise on the part of amalerival. The mes-
sige sent to voters was cl lear and dt-cplv

lintoa

macy was often flattened

. buta pointofvalnerability tobe

into pro:
ore cheap rhetorical points
\»Iuleslnppmg\\'omunof lllLll agency. lig-

figure in man'sfi

measured hy how
Bvlummgfenm]e
targets, political

ized, while the woman he
her own accomplishment

¢
onewhere awoman's
onlysolongas it can be turned into political
onagainst her male peers.
Consider recent events in Tamil Nadu's
political arenaafter film actor Vij:
entry into politics and the launch of his
party. Rather than engage with his political
platform orvision, detractors turned quickly
to pusonal lnslnuatlon nnd character

Italian Prime Minister
Indian Prime Minister

of )
bility is tolerated

y'sformal

meme ecosystem.

factor

L with

women can bescrutinized and

mere political baggage to be used at will.
This pattern is not confined to regional

politics: it stretches to international diplo-

macy. Look at the online discourse a

arendra Modi. What | get wi
should have been read strictly asa strategic

bilateral engagement dﬂlldlpll)m-l lign:
ment between two sovereign nations was | image got objectified. This
picked up on social media and turned by
opposition groups into the viral ‘Melodi®

Dismissed by some as harmless internet
banter or light-hearted public fascination,

d treated as | nanand Giorgia Meloni is
the same underlying

mechanism of women's

names being used to weapons against signals her success in an
und | undermine men. In both e . optics-oriented  public
iorgia Meloniand | cases, thereal politicaltar-  IMale pOIItIClanS sphere, whether cinemaor

as a male leader, yet
the one who bore the rhe-

and per

but when rivals want t

tocaricature statecraft. As Italy's first I'cmalv
PM, Meloni must navigate complex EU poli-
tics and global geopolitics, but her diplo-

are deployed as

5 mrix.nl cost was the woman \vhnw puhlic

stark
stent double slandanl in puhllc.ﬂ
combat. Male leaders get judged on power,
rhetoric, economic policy and governance,

an attract-
. Krishnan and Meloni are not incidental
examples; their visibility as attractive
women is precisely what makes them useful
asnarrative baits. A woman why

herown merit, the more useful she becomes
asa weapon against some male target.
Thishabitinflictssevere damage on pub-
i and it runs in more than one direc-
tion. First, it degrades political discourse by
replacing sul)smnuve )dcologual (I(-Imm
with ionalized personal

ance draws pul)hc atten-

Second. it createsa dangerous chilling effect,

spectacleabove substance.
The cruelty compounds
here. The very trait that

international diplomacy, is
repurposed against her,
recast as evidence oflnvnllt) vanity or

by critics into internet s 5 tion becomes doubly con- | warningwomen away from entering, engag-

tropes and shallow com- PUbllc dlscourse venient forthiskind of pol- | ing in,or staying in high-visibility public

mentary with no mention 1 il look i ‘When women become collat-

of her policy record or depnves women clicks and headlines that | eral damage in male rivalries, every ambi-

i stance on foreign relations carry the insinuati ~ womanlea at her hard-won pro-

nionl, |~ What ks he onime. OF ABEMCY WREIN 0y L gt | fexsionlsanding canbe susckediosere
Ifisstripped ol | treatment of Trisha Krish- their names easier for critics to place | someone else’s political narrative,

And ifsociory tolerates turning women
into political collateral, it reinforces a cul-
ture that treats female figures' respect and
agency as conditional, granted only at the
whim of patriarchal preferences, Political
parties, media outletsand digital platforms
need to call out this pattern for what it actu-
allyis:acowardly attempt to take down rivals
by ohjouxl‘\ ng women. Until public dis-

moral failure. Lessc

women in equally public roles scem less
likely to be dragged into these narratives,
wi hlch reveals the mechanism for whatitis:
ar 1 forvisibility itself. lhe more

ordis-

credit them, instead for

awoman'sy

course i fight their battles
on policy rather than lhl(lu[.,h personal
proxies, women will keep paying the price
for men’s political ambitions and turning
into collateral damage in others’ battles.
These are the author’s personal views,
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Broken trust in
temple fraud

Systemic lapses flagged by the SIT probing the
siphoning of Ram Temple donations cast a
shadow on the competence of temple trustees

report from the special investigation team
(SIT) exonerating two prominent former
functionaries of the Shri Ram Janmabhoomi
Teerth Kshetra Trust might bring relief to the
individuals but the systemic lapses flagged by the
probe are a matter of grave concern and raise
questions about the competence of the people
managing one of India’s most important shrines.

The report by the SIT —one of two looking into
allegations of irregularities in the Ram Temple
donation collections — found gross lapses in the trust's
funcuomng an absence of adequate checks or
prof financial and inad
supervision at multiple levels. Damningly, the SIT
found there was no dedicated finance and audit cell,
no standard operating procedure for collection agents
and inadequate reconciliation between donation
receipts issued and money deposited. Clearly, even the
basics of fiduciary responsibility were thrown to the
wind, creating an opaque system where ad-hoc
decisions and personal favours masqueraded as
systems and processes, making the whole operation
vulnerable to dubious actors.

The SIT named Ram Shankar Yadav, an aide to
former trust general secretary Champat Rai, as the
mastermind and blamed the eight men who have
already been arrested. The report detailed specific
bank accounts and shell entities allegedly used to layer
the transactions and noted that some of the money
‘was used to buy agricultural land and commercial
plots. But most of these men were small-time players
whose hires were overseen by trust members — some
of them were even related to former trust members.
How could they erect such a sophisticated operation
without anyone noticing? Were the trust elders asleep
atthe wheel? Why didn't they declare any conflict-of-
interest while hiring people they knew? Why wasn't
professional management brought in at the
beginning? It is not enough to just admit that mistakes
were made, accountability must be fixed.

This newspaper has noted before that any scandal
connected to the Ram Temple insults millions of
people whose faith is tied to the shrine. Itis good if no
trust member was personally involved in the
misappropriation but they cannot evade culpability
for systemic lapses. The SIT report should pave the
‘way for deeper investigation and introspection, not be
used as a fig leaf to elide responsibility. The reforms
currently underway in the trust should be sped up.
And the second SIT set up by the Supreme Court
should strive to fix accountability and ensure such
sordid saga is never repeated.

Death penalty by any
method is still death

grave looking man —always a man—in judicial
Arobes, with or without the peruke, pronounces

“to be hanged till death” and breaks the nib of his
pen after signing the relevant papers awarding capital
punishment to the defendant. In Hindi cinema of a
certain vintage, this was an oft repeated scene,
establishing either the injustice meted out to the
protagonist or fate catching up with his nemesis at last.
Scriptwriters, understandably, leaned heavily on the
emotion capital punishment evokes in the masses.
Whether cinematic tropes were mirroring
jurisprudence, or vice-versa, is actually irrelevant. What
matters is that discussions on the legitimacy of capital
punishment in India are as old as the Constitution. The
latest debate, oddly, is only on the method of execution.

Per Section 393(5) of the Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha

Sanhita (BNSS), executions are carried out by hanging
despite the Law Commission’s recommendation in 2015
that more advanced methods should be adopted. The
Supreme Court (SC) has now rejected a petition
challenging the constitutional validity of hanging on the
grounds thatitviolates the right to a dignified death
protected under Article 21. The SC maintained that the
process causes no greater pain than any other known
method and avoids “barbarity, torture and
degradation”. Interestingly, the SC keeps the issue open,
not precluding further government deliberation and the
evolution of constitutionality. This is exactly where the
punishment must take precedence over the method. By
retaining the capital punishment even in the
decolonised doctrine of dispensing justice, India has
stuck toarelic that even the UK shed in 1965. Since India
has notably progressive laws, the death penalty sticks
outas a badly produced masala film from the 1980s
screening atan arthouse cinema retrospective.

Sanction-proofing India’s
interests and autonomy

India needs a permanent
Economic Security and
Sanctions Office rather
than a committee that
meets intermittently

ecently, by 86 votes to 11,
the US Senate passed a
bill that could turn a bar-
rel of crude oil bought
from Russia into tariffs
Indian exports wholly
unrelated to oil. The bill, however,
preserved waivers for limited
imports of Russian enriched ura-
nium. Revenue from Russian energy
exports helps Moscow sustain the
war in Ukraine. That is a serious case
for action. The harder question is
who is punished, who gets waivers,
and, most importantly, who decides.
The bill passed by the Senate is not
yet law. If enacted, it would allow
additional tariffs of up to 100% on
goods exported to the US by coun-
tries that continue buying Russian oil
or gas and rank among the five larg-
estbuyers, or among the five leading
facilitators of Russian oil sanctions
evasion. India is not named, but the
scale of its Russian crude purchases
places it within the formula. The trig-
ger is oil. The leverage is Indian
exports to America, from machinery
and electronics to gems, jewellery
and textiles. The bill also lets the
President waive any duty in the US
national interest.
India now has to reckon with pow-
ers that can turn economic depend-
ence into political leverage. Washing-

ton reaches trade transactions
through the dollar payment system
and the American market. Brussels
can restrict market access and mari-
time services. Beijing controls some
critical industrial inputs. Each can
use what others depend on to
demand compliance and then decide
who gets a waiver. India needs an
institutional answer to that power,
beyond diplomatic objections.

‘The US still imports 20-25% of its
enriched uranium from Russia. A
2024 American law bans imports of
Russian low enriched
uranium but permits lim-
ited imports under indi-
vidual waivers through
2027 if no viable alterna-
tive exists or the US
national interest requires
it. The ene: artment
has granted Centrus, an
American nuclear fuel
supplier, a waiver cover-
ing deliveries already agreed to with
US customers. This is Washington
admitting that reactors, contracts,
and fuel cycles do not rearrange
themselves because the US Congress
wants to uphold a principle. India
can change crude suppliers more
readily, though not painlessly and
not overnight. The waiver thus con-
cedes what sanctions rhetoric leaves
out: Energy systems cannot be reor-
dered on command.

In July 2025, the EU placed Nayara
on its assets-freeze list. The Indian
refinery is 49%-owned by Rosneft,
Russia's State-controlled oil com-
pany. Inclusion in the list barred peo-
ple and companies subject to EU law
from providing Nayara with funds or

Syed
Akbaruddin

other economic resources. The EU's
sanctions on Nayara were effected
through contracts as service provid-
ers and shipowners pulled back.

Measures targeting Russian petro-
leum work differently. Under the
same package of measures that
included sanctions on Nayara, the EU
barred, from January 2026, imports
of specified petroleum products
refined from Russian crude in third
countries. In March 2026, the US
issued a temporary waiver (through
General License 133) for the delivery
and unloading in India of
Russian oil already at sea.
This license included
necessary insurance and
maritime services. A com-
pany listed for business
restrictions, an import
ban, and a temporary
licence do not have the
same legal effect. Treating
all three as sanctions on
India leads to the wrong response. It
blurs who is acting, what rule they
are relying on, and where India has
room to push back.

China shows how the control of an
indispensable input can become lev-
erage. In two rounds eartier this year,
it barred exports of goods with both
civilian and military uses to 40 Japa-
nese entities that Beijing linked to
military activity and placed 40 more
under tighter licensing. It imposed
similar restrictions on 10 American

purposes. But India should

g ion that

the next month or not.

India’s longstanding position is
that it implements UN sanctions but
does not subscribe to unilateral
measures imposed by individual
States. This protects a vital legal prin-
ciple, but it is no longer enough.

Sanctions can serve legitimate
security purposes. India should
instead challenge coercion that trav-
els far beyond the country imposing
it — often with inadequate notice,
opaque evidence and weak review —
especially when that country pro-
tects its own necessities through
exemptions, If energy dependence is
areason for waivers in one country,
it cannot automaticaily become evi-
dence of bad faith in another.

India needs a permanent Eco-
nomic Security ctions Office.

beyond 'y REUTERS

tious banks or suppliers are impos-
ing restrictions required by neither
Indian nor foreign law. The office
should identify where alternative
suppliers or lawful payment routes
are needed, explain exemptions and
coordinate challenges before a pay-
ment fails, a cargo is stranded or a
customer walks away.

India cannot stop powerful States.
from using the chokepoints they con-
trol. It can contest the terms on
which that power is used and insist
thatits own needs are accounted for.
‘That contest over strategic autonomy
will be fought in waiver clauses,
licence schedules and bank compli-
ance rooms, not only in speeches
about sovereignty. If India’s necessi-
ties never qualify as necessities, stra-

It must be a standing unit linking for-
mgn policy, finance, trade, law, the

India depends on China
for most of its imported permanent
magnets. For Indian manufacturers,
a licence issued or withheld in Bei-
jing can determine whether a pro-
duction line in Chennai is able to run

atomic energy,
derence and technology rather than a
committee that meets intermittently.
Firms need to know what Indian law
requires, which foreign rules reach
their transactions, and when cau-

tegic y will shrink from a
doctrine into an application for
somebody else’s permission.

Syed Akbaruddin served as India’s
permanent representative to the United
Nations in New York and is currently
dean, Kautilya School of Public Policy.
The views expressed are personal

Need to root public health
education in Indian realities

cousins — dental, nursing, or public
health education — don’t seem to be
registering on the policy radar. Their prob-

he student protests focused the nation
I on medical education. But its poorer

the c(fumn‘nn sector suffers from — poor qual-
ity, lack of infrastructure. Public

course and discourse.

‘The lack of a centralised regulatory body is
takinga toll on quality of these courses. Regu-
lation of MPH programmes has fallen between
two stools — National Medical Commission
(NMC) and University Grants Commission
(UGC). Since medical, dental, and AYUSH

for the bulk of MPH candi-

health education principally entails the MPH

(Master of Public Health) programme with
ing

and doctoral programmes.

‘While clinical medicine is about diagnosing
and treating individual patients, public health
addresses populations or community health
problems. Public health functions broadly
include health surveillance, protection, pro-
‘motion, planning, regulation, services organi-
sation, delivery, and evaluation.
Public health also requires a wide
gamutof workforce trained in public

dates, should it be regulated by these councils?
At the same time, MPH is not inherently a
medical, dental or AYUSH degree. Many non-
medical universities regulated by the UGC
offer this degree too. Aligning MPH pro-
grammes with the National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020 and the UGC framework which
advocates academic flexibility, credit transfer,
and multiple entry-exit options is a challenge
given that this is a professional course.
Do we have a credible road map for reform?
A group of concerned academics
(both of us are part of it) have

health nutrition, occupational and > initiated efforts to advocate for
environmental health, epidemiology corrective measures. The group
and biostatistics, health administra- ; recently released its report and we

tion and management, informatics,

summarise its key findings and

social sciences, economics, and  Anand  recommendations here.
policy analysis. Clinical services Krishnan First, India needs to expand to a
and public health services are broad-based public health service,
complementary and together beyond mere clinical provision.
improve a nation’s health. Thereis a need to advocate for a spe-

Given the wide range of compe- cialised public health cadre in all the
tencies required to deliver compre- states and open up career opportuni-
hensive public health, a diversity in ties for trained MPH professionals. In
disciplinary backgrounds of students the event of India failing to expand to
joining the profession is necessary: a diverse set of functions and activi-
medicine, allied health sciences, Raijib ties, MPH graduates may face the
social sciences and law to name a ) same challenges that dental and engi-
few. The MPH programmes are ~ DaSQUPYa  neering graduates faced earlier— clo-

offered by a wide variety of institu-
tions, from medical colleges to social

sure of these colleges and an uncer-
tain future. There is a need for better

sciences as well a

with each having their own eligibility criteria.

At the same time, the expectation is o pro-

duce postgraduates with similar exit-level

competencies. There is hardly any oLhcr pr&
has

of the demand and supply of
public health workforce to address the present
deficiency, but also to not end up with over-
production of the professionals.

Uniform and inclusive eligibility criteria

fessional

need to be to ensure

the entry level and 2 prnduce a
relatively homogenous end-product.

States that have a public health cadre —
Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra and Odisha — cur-
rently have about one public health specialist
per100,000 population or less. Efforts are on

i and
‘The entry criteria for MPH programmes must
reflect the field's interdisciplinary nature and
include those with health, science, and social
science disciplinary backgmu.nds Introduc-
tion of l(ey foundational courses is critical to

tocreatea cadreto
meet the norm of three per 100,000 popula-
tion. Even this target pales in front of the cur-
rent realities in countries such as the US
which has about 55 public health profession-
als per 100,000 population. In India, currently
125 MPH programmes prodtice about 5,000
postgraduates a year in contrast to the US pro-
ducing about 17,000.

The basic clinical skills of recording medi-
cal history, measuring pulse, of

everyone isat th the
start of the course.

India-specific MPH programmes need to be
designed while adopting best global practices
toaddress India’s disease burden with a focus
on primary health care. Public health schools
must impart a basic and uniform set of skills
and competencies and ensure sufficient time
is allocated to acquire these. Adequate expo-
sure to health system and primary health care
should b d.

breaths and heart sounds are universal; what
differs across countries is their interpretation.
High fever in a patient can mean malariaina
specific season or typhoid or dengue in other
places or seasons.
Sumlarly basic puhhc

Like any professional course, MPH degree
needs accreditation systems and councils.
A separate Public Health Education Council
of India should be set up, which should be an
apical, multidisciplinary body that sets

andp

accredits fosters

social sciences or

v fon, and promotes

tion are universal but contexts and local par-
ticularities have a bearing on community
behaviours, health systems, p or

Public health education in India needs to be:
anchored in the cuum:ry 's realities to deliver
the

policies. MPH programmes in India are rooted
in Western models which may train candi-
dates in the same competencies but miss out
real-world Indian contexts. MPH prog

are run as classroom courses that are highly
sanitised, an antithesis of both a public health

Anand Krishnan is a professor at the

All-India Institute Medical Sciences, New Delhi,
and Rajib Dasgupta isa professor at

the Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi.
The views expressed are personal

ABDULLAH ABU SHAWESH
%

It came in a very critical time...
when the health sector in Palestine

is in the brink of collapse... and
India is one of the country that we
reach out to help us

India’s photographic identity:
Who gets to tell this tale?

e have arrived at the 80th Inde-
pendence Day, and World Pho-
tography Day, first proposed by

OP Sharma, a Delhi-based pho-
tography teacher, is observed in the same
month. Independence was also a claim to
authorship, a newly independent country
deciding it would no longer be described by
somebody else’s visual storytelling.

Photography arrived in India in 1840, and
for decades after, its record was largely made
by people who did not live inside the coun-
try, and what got published was rarely made
by an Indian photographer. It is worth ask-
ing whether the work of reclaiming author-
ship is finished, or whether it has changed
shape into something harder to see.

On the surface, the answer seems to be
yes, since a billion phones here now produce
a huge share of the world’s daily
picture-making. But volume is
never the same thing as authorship.
This isn’t about copyright, nobody’s
ownership of the image itself is in
question. A country can photograph
its own people more than at any
point in its history and still not own
the image of itself that actually cir-
culates in the world's mind. What's
actually at stake is whose picture of
India gets noticed, whose name travels with
it, and whose gets left out. Deciding which
picture of India becomes the picture of India
no longer sits with an editor in Delhi or
London. It sits with an algorithm nobody
elected, and with the aggregator accounts
that have learned to feed it, repackaging
images as evidence of a country rather than
one person’s way of seeing it.

For decades that gaze arrived with a
foreign photographer’s passpon‘ and Indlan
pent that period
Raghubir Singh stood as its a.nnlhesls»
rejecting the inherited monochrome
altogether and building a colour vocabulary
out of Indian miniature painting instead.
He argued that black carried the guilt of
the West, tied to death in a way colour never

was in India.

Unfortunately, what remains is still the
same thing, the Holi celebration, a camel fair
in Nagaur, the temple in Puri, or a widow in
Vrindavan, and none of it needs a foreign
Passport now.

Photographer Soham Gupta lived this
from the inside. His early work on Calcutta’s
destitute was criticised as a continuing colo-
nial gaze, made by an Indian in his own city.
A culture this saturated, this willing to be

Samar
Jodha

photographed, makes it easy for any algo-
rithm to reward the same spectacle an out-
sider once had to travel here to find, only this
time nobody needs a fixer or a visa to get it.

It's also worth remembering there
are photographers resisting the pull of
all this. Among them, Gauri Gill, Sohrab
Hura, Poulomi Basu, each building
something different.

None of this argues for the old gatekeepers
coming back, since money, training and
access kept most of the country out for dec-
ades. Responsibility has simply moved to
whoever holds the phone.

The test is not whether a picture is well
composed. It is whether you are actually
interested in telling something through it, or
only about making your presence felt. A lad-
der left lying flat against a soot-blackened

wall, something small and dried

caught between its rungs, is not the

o '\ kind of photograph anyone posts

' under a festival's name. It asks

nothing of the viewer except to

notice it was there. Nothing decora-
tive does that.

Most of us are too shy to walk up
to a stranger with a camera, buta
great many of us sit next to one
every week without noticing, an
Uber driver, the drive and conversation
grant access a stranger on the street never
would, and there is your portrait, ready-
made. Ask permission once, keep it simple,
and repeat it ride after ride until it becomes
awhole body of work. An algorithm trained
to reward a single striking frame has no real
appetite for that.

The real reward for a photographer is
making a story, not feeding a formula that
has run for over a century now. And most of
the time, that's exactly what we end up
doing, without even noticing.

Independent India started finding its own
photography identity, but that search isn't
finished. The question still remains whether
current image-making amounts to real own-
ership or only to volume. No algorithm, no
platform is going to decide that for us. It gets
decided the ordinary way, one story at a
time, by whoever bothers to actually look
before hitting that shutter, and by how many
times they are willing to go back to it.

Samar Jodha is a transdisciplinary artist,
photographer and TED speaker, and an
advisor to Museo Camera, the photography
museum and archive in Gurugram.

The views expressed are personal
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Underused fund

PM CARES must get its act together

HE audited financial statements of the PM

CARES (Prime Minister’s Citizen Assis-

tance and Reliefin Emergency Situations)

Fund for 2023-24 and 2024-25 have finally

been made available. Only Rs 87.85 lakh
was spent during 2024-25 — a dismal 0.01% of the clos-
ing balance and minuscule in comparison with Rs
15.6 crore the previous year. The obvious question:
what is the purpose of a relief fund if a substantial part
of its money remains unused?

Domestic donations to the fund fell by about 30% to
nearly Rs 479 crore, while foreign contributions
declined by 18% to Rs 92.8 lakh. Yet the fund’s corpus
rose to Rs 8,452 crore by March 31, 2025, from Rs 7,173
crore a year earlier, thanks largely to interest earnings and
other receipts. There is nothing inherently wrong with
maintaining reserves for unforeseen disasters. Indeed, a
fund created amid the Covid-19 crisis must retain the
capacity to respond rapidly when a calamity strikes. Its
past spending on oxygen plants, ventilators and emer-
gency healthcare demonstrated the value of having
resources available outside conventional budgetary cycles.

Poor utilisation during 2024-25 does not by itself
establish that the fund is being mismanaged. However,
it does make greater transparency imperative. The
delayed release of audited statements, questions over
refunds from implementing agencies and the absence
of detailed information about sources and uses of funds
understandably fuel doubts. A charitable fund associat-
ed with the PM and supported by voluntary public con-
tributions should aspire to the highest standards of dis-
closure. Registered as a public trust, PM CARES
continues to be outside the ambit of the RTI Act. Pub-
lishing timely audits, explanatory notes, project-wise
expenditure and details of refunds are a must to
strengthen public trust in this high-profile relief fund.

Hospital horror

Rape inside what should be safest space

hospital is meant to be the safest place for the
vulnerable. The alleged rape of a 58-year-old

woman inside the CT scan room of
Haryana's Panipat Civil Hospital — and her

eath during treatment at PGIMS, Rohtak —

has turned that expectation on its head. While the police
investigation will establish criminal culpability, the inci-
dent has exposed a disturbing collapse of institutional
safeguards. The most alarming revelation is that the
accused, employed as a security guard by a private com-
pany operating the hospital's CT and MRI unit under a
public-private partnership, was allegedly performing
the role of a CT technician. That such a role substitution
could occur inside a government hospital points to fail-
ures that go well beyond individual misconduct. It rais-
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India’s institutions are failing the people

The constitutional doctrine of separation of powers is now in tatters

MANISH TEWARI
LOK SABHA MP AND
FORMER I&B MINISTER

HE washout of the
recent monsoon ses-
sion of Parliament
has again drawn
attention to the insti-
tutional crisis that stares Indiain
the face today, for any democra-
cy is only as strong or weak as
the institutions that uphold it.

In the summer of 1787, when
the founding fathers of the Unit-
ed States of America met in
Philadelphia, they  were
obsessed with transforming the
loose alliance of twelve states
into a nation and creating a gov-
erning architecture that would
be the antithesis of monarchy,
which was the template across
practically the entire known and
discovered world at that time.

They resuscitated the doctrine
of separation of powers conceptu-
alised by Aristotle and John Locke
and refined by Montesquieu to
ensure that power does not get
concentrated in a single person or
an institution, for they were mor-
tified by the tyranny of power
This led to the institutionalisation
of three separate branches of the
government — the executive, the
legislature and the judiciary —to
ensure that they checked and bal-
anced one other.

The paranoia against an over-
bearing ‘State’ was of such an
order in the newly created
nation that in 1791, when the Bill
of Rights was incorporated into
the American Constitution, its
2nd Amendment said: “A well-
regulated Militia, being neces-
sary to the security of a free
State, the right of the people to
keep and bear Arms, shall not be
infringed.” This amendment,
designed to protect the liberty of
the individual, holds the field
even today, despite all the school
shootings across the US.

2.
DISMAL : Political parties across the board take pnde in wiping out entire sessions of Parliament rather than
debating laws and issues premised on rational arguments. p1i

ers hard-coded into its very struc-
ture. This was also the model that
India adopted when wise men
and women conceptualised the
Constitution between December
1946 and January 1950.

This model, however, has col-
lapsed in India. The biggest
casualty has been the legisla-
ture. The first Lok Sabha (1952-
57) met on average for 135 days
every year The 17th (2019-24)
averaged only 55 sitting days
annually. The 18th Lok Sabha is
all set to outdo its predecessor in
terms of dysfunctionality.

State assemblies have fared no
better. For instance, the Punjab
Vidhan Sabha met for only 17
daysin 2022, 12days each in 2023
and 2024, 15 days in 2025 and
only 15 days this year so far
Between 2017 and 2022, the Vid-
han Sabha met for a mere 85
days out of its 1,825-day term.

Parliamentarians and legisla-
tors have been reduced to mere
intercessors between the people
and the executive. This is not
their job, notwithstanding the
fact that they are elected by the
popular will of the masses.
Their primary responsibility is
to make good laws for the
nation or their respective states
and deliberate on the grave
challenges that fall within their
respective remits,

However, disruptions and slo-

Every C ion written sub-
sequently across the world has
the doctrine of separation of pow-

have been the norm
and not the exception since the
mid-1980s in legislative institu-

Attempts by govts to
enforce judicial
accountability and
createa‘say’ forthe
executive in judicial
appointments
came to nought.

tions. Political parties across the
board take pride in wiping out
entire sessions of Parliament
rather than debating laws and
issues premised on rational
arguments. Parliamentarians
and legislators are adjudged on
the basis of their ability to
scream and shout in the Well of
the House or outside rather than
the strength of cogent submis-
sions they should be making.
Parliament and legislative
assemblies  have therefore

become virtually irrelevant to the
national discourse. These institu-
tions are now nothing more than

gladiatorial arenas rather than
hallowed chambers of calm and
meditative deliberations.

As far as the judiciary is con-
cerned, India is perhaps the only
country where judges of consti-
tutional courts appoint other
Jjudges, notvm.hstandmg the

of Pr

undertrials; 49% are in the age
group of 18-30 years; 31% belong
to Scheduled Castes and Sched-
uled Tribes, and 10-15% are from
Other Backward Classes.

The executive’s performance
has been no better. Out of a pop-
ulation of 140 crore, around 94
crore people live in rural India.
For the bulk of these residents,
the interface with the State
regarding civil matters takes
place through a patwari, kanun-
go or at best a tehsildar. In the
criminal/penal ~ sphere, it's
through a havildar or an assis-
tant sub-inspector (ASI), who is
the police chowki in-charge. In
urban areas, the interface is
through a municipal officer in
the civil arena and at best a hav-
ildar/ASI in the legal domain.

The citizen’s experience is nev-
er pleasant. The State and its
instrumentalities invariably come
across as exploitative, extractive
and oppressive. The situation is
farworsein militancy-prone areas,
where the State apparatus is usu-
ally clad in olive green.

The 73rd and 74th Constitu-
tional Amendments that were

The attempts made by the
UPA government and its succes-
sor, the NDA, to enforce judicial
accountability and create a ‘say’
for the executive in judicial

to bring governance
closer to the grassroots have not
really taken off even three
decades later. They might have
widened the representational
pool at the local level, but states

came to nought. The Judicial
Standards and Accountability
Bill that was passed in the Lok
Sabha on March 29, 2012, failed
to get through the Rajya Sabha
and subsequently lapsed. The
National Judicial Appointments
Commission Bill, introduced in
conjunction with the 121st Con-
stitution Amendment Bill, was
near-unanimously passed by the
Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha on
August 13 and 14, 2014. It was
ratified by 16 states and notified
as law on December 31, 2014.
The Supreme Court struck it
down on October 16, 2015.

As of August 1, 2026, out of a
sanctioned strength of 1,122
Jjudges in the High Courts, 341
posts (30.39%) were vacant.
There are 4.98 crore cases pend-
ing in district courts, 64.61 lakh
in High Courts and 95,469 in the
Supreme Court. Out of the 5.3
lakh people in prisons across
India, 3.9 lakh (about 73%) are

have been chary of
devolving powers or providing
financial autonomy to the Pan-
chayati Raj institutions, thereby
effectively crippling their effica-
cy and functioning.

A section of the mainstream
media has earned the sobriquet
‘Godi media’, seriously under-
mining the collective credibility
of the Fourth Estate.

About the Election Commis-
sion of India, the less said the
better. What was once an
autonomous institution is now
perceived as another govern-
ment department. It has lost the
confidence of an overwhelming
majority of the Opposition.

In the 80th year of Indepen-
dence, the doctrine of separa-
tion of powers, the institution-
al balance of power and the
confidence that people have in
the institutions of governance
are in tatters.

Is anyone even thinking where
we are headed as a nation?

es uncomfortable questions about supervision, contrac-
tual compliance and accountability.

Basic patient-safety protocols appear to have failed
simultaneously. The victim's family alleges they were pre-
vented from accompanying her into the scan room, no
female staff member was present, and an unauthorised
employeewasleft alonewithavulnerable patient. These are
not minor procedural lapses; they are failures that create
opportunities for abuse. Similar warnings have been wit-
nessed before—from the assault onnurse Aruna Shanbaug
inside Mumbai's KEM Hospital in 1973 to the 2024 RG Kar
Medical College tragedy in Kolkata. Each prompted outrage
and promises of reform, yet the Panipat case suggests that
institutional memory remains painfully short.

Haryana must treat this as a systemic audit rather
than an isolated crime. Every outsourced diagnostic cen-
tre should be reviewed, staffroles verified, CCTV cover-
age strengthened and mandatory chaperone protocols
enforced. Public-private partnerships cannot become
public-private abdications. Healthcare is built on trust as
much as treatment. When patients begin fearing the
diagnostic room, the system itself stands indicted.
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As others see us

THE British Press, except when it has its own axe to grind, may
be taken to be a fairly impartial observer of events in India.
This is especially true of that section of the Press whose gener-
al sympathies are in favour of liberty and progress. What is the
verdict of this section of the Press on the present communal
situation in India? There is not a more truly Liberal paper in
England than the Nation. This is what that paper says in its
issue of July 24: “Lord Winterton, speaking of the approaching
elections, spoke of the certainty that they would be fought on
communal lines. That is recognised on all hands and the new
Viceroy, whose plea for racial and religious accord is the event
of the moment in India, will in a few months be confronted by
the results in the Legislatures. It is difficult to avoid the con-
clusion I.hat these results will compel a reconsideration of the

” The New St goes even deep-
er into the matter than the Nation. “Lord Irwin,” it writes, “has
opened his term of office with an urgent appeal to the leaders
of the warring communities. A new Viceroy's word is always
listened to with respect, but what after all is the value of a plea
for peace in the presence of electoral machinery the normal
working of which intensifies every kind of communal ten-
sion”. Our readers will remember that this is precisely what
we said in our comment on the Viceroy’s appeal, and what we
have, indeed, been saying all this time. The Saturday Review,
which belongs to a radically different school of political
thought, comes to virtually the same conclusion.

Good governance never depends upon laws, but upon the personal qualities of those who govern. —FrankHerbert

When concern
turns toxic

TArU BAHL

P ] : 81-year-old mother recently undertook a trip to
the hills with her friends and family members.
lways a sport, she is known for raising the bar on
what her body and mind can do. While going up a steep
slope, she was struggling to catch her breath and yet want-
ing to carry on without any support from us. A chivalrous
young man, who was coming down, offered a helping hand.
Despite his gallant act, she was still finding it hard to navi-
gate the big, wide stone steps. The man could not resist say-
ing, “Auntyji, if you can’t climb, you should not have come.”
His wife, who was right behind, retorted, “If she can do it,
why not? So what if it is proving to be a bit difficult.”

Twas a mere observer, shielding my mother without holding
her from behind. This conversation set me thinking. The man
was definitely being helpful and kind. But there was a kind of
toxicity to his concern. At one level, it reflected the mindset of
a lot of men, who would be more comfortable seeing women
less daring, less adventurous, more home-bound and more
within boundaries that can be controlled.

This toxic concern has an undertone of criticism, contempt,
control, judgment or just plain dislike. So, the person on the
receiving end, like my mother, instead of feeling good about the
help or support offered, actually squirms in discomfort.

We see this all the time: well-intentioned folks fat-shaming you
with snide remarks like “lose some weight if you want to impress
your Prince Charming”, “get yourself checked for thyroid or hor-
monal issues since your weight is only going in one direction —
up” and then topping it with ‘Tam only saying thisout of concern”.

A colleague who stepped forward to offer help with a presen-
tation made a concluding comment, “The others have used
the latest Al tools. Despite my egging you on for months, you
have not familiarised yourself with this. Let me assist you to
save yourself from embarrassment.” Not surprisingly, despite
the rescue act by the “saviour”, the young lady was still diffi-
dent while facing her colleagues.

All these people do not shy away from demonstrating their
immense concern for you, not realising that their comments
and advice pull you down. And if you do express your discom-
fiture— “Thank you very much but I can take care of myself”
or “I will turn to you when I need your advice” — they get
miffed and say, “These days, even genuine concern is not
appreciated. I would rather mind my own business.”

Well, such passive-aggressive people and those who talk down
to others should do exactly that — mind their own business.

The writer is an independent journalist

epaper.tribuneindia.com
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Address Centre-state friction

Refer to ‘States, Parliament and the mining
question’; in 2024, the Supreme Court had
upheld the right of states to impose taxes on
mining and minerals, and also allowed them
to recover arrears. However, Parliament has
now passed the Mines and Minerals (Develop-
ment and Regulation) Amendment Bill,
which restricts states’ powers to impose tax-
es on mineral rights in order to provide a lev-
el playing field for mineral prospecting. The
Centre's rationalisation of taxes is a step
towards facilitating greater investors’ interest
in this sector. But some states have expressed
their ion over the implications of
these amendments. The friction between

Deeper malaise in marriages
‘With reference to ‘Moms pray as rural Pun-
Jjabmen struggle to find brides’; the shortage
of brides in parts of rural Punjab cannot sim-
ply be attributed to declining sex ratio. The
deeper problem lies in long-standing social
attitudes towards women and marriage.
Society must reflect on why women may be
reluctant to marry into families where they
fear discrimination or lack of dignity.
Besides, boys lag behind girls in academics,
which gives the latter an edge in employ-
ment opportunities. Generally, girls are not
keen to get married to less-educated men.
VINNY SUSHIL, FEROZEPUR

states and the Centre needs to be
PL SINGH, BY MAIL

Bill needsfurther scruhny

The Mines an 1 1 and

Black hurts di -acy

Tt refers to ‘Black money'; the Election Com-

mission has to be equipped for getting rid of

thls menace At the end of the day the
r candi get tickets. The ECI

Regulation) Amendment Bl.ll needs further
discussion. If the Centre truly believed in fed-
eralism, it should have called a meeting to
discuss tax uncertainty and its economic
impact. The National Mineral Policy provides
for an inter-ministerial authority with repre-
sentation from central ministries and states.
A more predictable mining k would

sets alimit for spending in elections, but the
wealthy candidates far exceed the limits thus
creating an uneven field for honest candi-
dates. Secret funds donated by industrial
and business houses create a payback loop.
Black money is seized in elections, cases are
reglstered but the process is so tardy and

encourage greater investment ina sector that
is vital for the country’s growth.
YASH PAL RALHAN, JALANDHAR

Punjab needs good governance
Refer to ‘Migration is reshaping Punjab’;
the large-scale migration of Punjabi youth
to foreign lands remains a matter of con-
cern. The disenchantment among the youth
has been fuelled by a number of factors,
mainly the inability of the state government
to provide jobs commensurate with their
qualification, lack of dignity of labour, poor
quality of life marred by misgovernance.
‘What the state needs is good governance
and visionary political leadership. The
youth, too, should speak truth to power if
they want to improve their prospects.
KARAMJIT SINGH, PATIALA

are rare. The EC should be given
explicit power to countermand or cancel an
election tainted by black money.

KR BHARTI, SHIMLA

Online products under suspicion
Refer to ‘Food hygiene’; people who order
packaged food items (like pulses, salt, sug-
ar), cosmetics and drugs online are
unaware that they are receiving expired
and repackaged products. After a food
product’s shelf life expires, large producers
sell it to several new startups, who buy the
expired goods in bulk and supply them in
packets with new labels to deceive con-
sumers. The gut microbiome of Indian peo-
ple is changing, causing an increase in the
incid and pr of i
and metabolic diseases.

RANBIR SINGH, ROHTAK

Letters to the Editor, typed in double space, should not exceed the 200-word limit.
These should be cogently written and can be sent by e-mail to: Letters@tribunemail.com



SATISH KUMAR DOGRA
FORMER DGP, TAMIL NADU

his Independence Day
speech, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi spoke of
‘Dimagi Naxals.” The
pression has pre-
dictably generated controver-
sy. The term Naxal is not new
to India. For decades, succes-
sive governments at the Cen-
tre and in the states have
struggled to bring Naxalism
under control. The word
evokes guns, violence, death
and surrender; it has never
been a term carrying positive
political connotations.
Insuchascenario, the contro-
versy over the PM's use of the
word raises a fundamental
question: Isa Naxalvaadi (Nax-
alite) merely a political activist?
Isthat howwe haveunderstood
the term over the years?
Article 19 of the Constitution
guarantees citizens six funda-
mental freedoms, including
freedom of speech and expres-
sion, peaceful assembly and
formation  of
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significance because they indi-
cate the extent of opposition.
Protests may take many forms,
but the problem arises when per-
suasion gives way to coercion,
disrupting the functioningof the
state orimposing disproportion-
ate costs on other citizens.

Those who value democracy
must therefore remain con-
scious of the limits of protest.
Political parties carry a special
responsibility. The ruling party
must remain sensitive to gen-
uine grievances; the Opposi-
tion must resist the temptation
to seek political advantage by
injecting aggression into popu-
lar movements.

Naxalism combines a revolu-
tionary ideology with a pro-
gramme for overthrowing the
existing socio-political order.
The constitutional problem,
however, does not arise merely
from holding radical beliefs. It
arises when ideology moves
towards incitement, violence or
other unlawful action.

Opposition to capitalism is
not illegal. Nor is advocacy of
an alternative socio-economic
order: But attacks on people or
property in pursuit of that
objecnve are another matter.
The ion fromideology to

OPED

The penls of the ‘Dimagi

BALANCE : A democracy must protect dissent, including dissent that is uncomfortable. axt

ism. This changed situation
raises another question: Can
the ideology survive the disap-
pearance of the gun? Can it
acquire weapons better suited
to the modern world?

Social media, misinforma-
tion and deepfakes have vastly
increased the ability to influ-
ence minds, particularly
impressionable young minds.
The progression may initially
appear innocuous:

Behet —> Advocacy —>
>Unlawful action

unlawful action must be
watched carefully so that the
ideologue is nexthex deprived
of his i

These freedoms are not
absolute; the Constitution per-
mits reasonable restrictions on
specified  grounds. The
Supreme Court has repeatedly
intervened to protect these
democratic freedoms.
Numbers inevitably acquire

nor allowed to use those free-
doms as a shield for violence
his constitutional freedoms nor
do those freedoms become a
shield for violence.

The Central government has
declared the country effective-
ly free from Left-wing extrem-

Where does advocacy end
and incitement begin?

The Sharjeel Imam caseillus-
trates the difficulty While
rejecting his bail pleaunderthe
UAPA in January, the Supreme
Court referred to prosecution
material, which, taken at face
value for the limited purpose
of deciding bail, was "not con-
fined to abstract ideology." Tt
included alleged planning and

Acriticofthe
government cannot
be calleda ‘Dimagi
Naxal Criticism of
governmentis
fundamental to
democracy.

Naxal tag

in extra-constitutional meth-
ods. This, perhaps, provides
one way of understanding
the danger to which the PM
was drawing attention.

'Intha padai pothumaa,
mm konjam  venwmaa?
"This Tamil slogan, often heard
during processions, roughly
means: 'Is this show of
strength enough, or do you
want some more?" The under-
lying message is unmistak-
able: We can mobilise enough
people to make you bend.

Protesters frequently
invoke Mahatma Gandhi's
of  non-violent
protest. No doubt, numbers
gave strength to Gandhi's
‘movements. Yet there is adis-

mobilisation and speech tinction between satyagraha
material exhorting disruption  and  coercion.  Gandhian
and choking of essential serv- ~ satyagraha placed suffering
ices. Importantly, the court uponthe protester himself. Its
made it clear that these obser-  moral strength came from the
vations were not a finding of mlyagm)nmbeanngme con-
guilt at trial. The distinction is

crucialtoa

A citic of the government
cannot be called a ‘Dimagi
Naxal'. Criticism of govern-
mentis fundamental todemoc-
racy. Someone advocating an

Ce
principle: ltseekswunpose Lhe
costupon somebody else—the

text. Most recently, the Tamil
Nadu government directed
authorities to prevent stu-
dents from participating in
protests organised by Left par-
ties and the CJP Following
criticism that the directive
infringed democratic free-
doms, it was withdrawn. Find-
ing the balance between dem-
ocratic freedom and public
order remains a challenge.

An equally disturbing mani-
festation is visible in our politi-
cal institutions. Parliament
should be the foremost forum
for contesting ideas. Yet politi-
cal victory is increasingly
sought through disruption
rather than debate. The capac-
ity to prevent the other side
from speaking can begin to
appear more valuable than the
ability toanswer its arguments.

‘Why should a country regard
disruption as an effective par-
liamentary weapon? Twomod-
els of democratic politics con-
frontus:

1. Dissent —> Protest —>
Pressure —> Coercion —>

tem? Certainly not. The Consti-
tution accommodates compet-
ing political and economic
philosophies. Someone organ-
isinga peaceful protest? Again,
no. Peaceful protest is part of
democratic life.

The problem begins when
legitimate pressure is delib-
erately converted into coer-
cion, and confidence in con-
stitutional ~ processes is
sought to be replaced by faith

government, commuters, citi-  Institutional paralysis
zens, institutions or society at 2. Dissent —> Debate —>
large. The distinction between P ion —> Parli
ol andcoercioncan-  decision —> Demo(:ratlc

not rest on whether someone  accountability
carriesa gun. A democracy must protect

The emergence of the Cock-  dissent, including dissent that
roach Janta Party, its mobilisa-  isuncomfortable, radical or crit-
tion through social mediaand  ical of those in power It must
its ability to force the resigna-  equally protect society against

tion of a minister have intro-
duced a new dimension to
protest politics. The PM's ini-
tiatives addressing the con-
cerns of youth, as well as his
‘warning against Dimagi Nax-
als' may be viewed in this con-

violence, incitement and coer-
cion masquerading as demo-
cratic protest. Democracy does
not givethe protester an unlim-
ited right to impose costs upon
everybody else in order to
make that persuasion effective.

Challenges ahead as Punjab bets big on digital universities

an
b

SS SEKHON
FORMER PROFESSOR,
GURU NANAK DEV UNIVERSITY

HE decision of
Punjab to pave
the way for three
private digital
open universities
marks one of the most signif-
icant developments in the
state's higher education land-

recorded lectures, digital
libraries, online discussions
and electronic assessments
made education less depend-
enton location. Covid-19 accel-
erated the acceptance of tech-
nology-enabled education
while revealing both its possi-
bilities and limitations.

Digital open universities rep-
resent the latest stage of this
evolution. Unlike conventional
institutions organised around
physical campuses, they are
designed around digital plat-
forms: Students may attend
virtual classes, access e-
libraries, submit assignments
and receive academic support
online. Artificial intelligence

-

SHIFT : Such universities represent the latest stage of evolution.

scape in decades. Yet before  can further personalise learn-  State Open University in
these institutions begin ing by identifying knowledge Patiala. What distinguishes the
admitting students, parents gapsand Iatest initiative is the proposed
and policymakers are asking An ion' of private, digital-

a fundamental question: Can
a university without a tradi-

credibility depends upon the
quality of its faculty, curricu-

first universities under a dedi-
vamd policy framework that

tional campus deliver educa-  lum, 'k 1sion timely,
tion of the same quality and  research and student supporL The National Education Poli-
credibility as one built around For students and parents, the ¢y 2020 promotes flexible learn-
classrooms and laboratories?  validity of online degreesisthe  ing, multidisciplinary educa-
Learmng beyond the class-  foremost concern. Under the non, multiple entry and exit
room is not new. Correspon-  University Grants Ce i d useoftech-
dence courses once delivered (UGC) regulations, a recog- nology. It aims to raise India's
lessons through the postal sys- nised degree offered through  grossenrolmentratioin higher
tem, while radi onlineoropenand  education from 30% in 2013-
later extended instructions to d.\s'anceleammgmodelsmt» 2014 to 50% by 2035. Achiev-
remote communities. The ed as equivalent to the corre-  ing that target via conven-
United Kingdom's Open Uni-  sponding conventional degree.  tional campuses alone would
versity, established in 1969, Recognition, however, is not  be financially and logistically
showed that flexible education  automatic. Students must con- ~ difficult. Digital education
could become a credible large-  firm that both the university can complement campus-
scale model. India followed and the particular programme  based learning.
with IGNOU in 1985. The are approved for the relevant Further, as employment
Internet and smartphones —academicsession. skills become outdated more
then transformed distance Punjab is not new to open  quickly than before, profes-
education into interactive highereducation. Thestatehas  sionals increasingly need
online learning as live and  Jagat Guru Nanak DevPunjab  short courses, specialised cer-

High-quality
content, technical
assistance and
student support
should be available
in Punjabi as well
as English.

tificates and opportunities to  another chall Reliable system, graduate
return to education without Internet access, suitable outcomes and links with
leaving their jobs. Modular devices and digital literacy are  employers matter far more
courses that canbe combined  not evenly distributed across ~ than an impressive website or
towards a larger qualification ~ Punjaband asystemdesigned  sophisticated software.
could make lifelong learning  mainly for students with high- Such universities should not
more practical. speed personal dasathreat

These institutions can be computers and ﬂuent Enghsh honal msntut\ons ’Dadmonal
valuable for working profes- could deepen online
sionals, women balancing }ﬁgh—qualltyconfﬁnuec}uucal courses and digital resources
employment and family ! upport  while: open universi-
responsibilities, learners with ~ should b ilablei ties the importance
disabilities and students in  Punjabiaswellas English. of mentoring, research and
remote areas. They can reduce Punjab has one of India's practical
thecostsoftravel, accommoda-  highest densmes of higher edu- Punjab's uutlauve is there-
tion and InPunjab, cationinsti yetmanycol-  fore timely and significant. If
this flexibility may help rural  leges face falling )i i iversiti intain rig-
students unable to move to due to demographic change, orous standards, respect regu-
major educational centres. migration and shifting career  latory boundaries and remain

Yet digital educationisnota  aspirations. The real challenge  focussed on learning rather
universal remedy. Under the for iversiti than they could
UGC regulatory k, be d oppor-  widen access to quality educa-
fully online or open-distance  tunities rather than merely tion and promote lifelong
degrees are not permitted in  redistribute existing students. learning. However, if academic
several practice-intensive Universities earn their repu-  integrity is compromised, they
fields, including medicine, tation over decades, not could become little more than
engineering, nursing, law, agri-  through dlg}ial platforms but degree-delivery platforms.
culture, pharmacy and archi-  through Universities are i-
tecture, since such disciplines ~ standards, institutional  ties devoted to creating, ques-
require laboratory work, clini-  integrity and the achieve- tioning and sharing knowl-
cal experience, supervised —mentsoftheirgraduates. Their — edge. Digital technologies may
practice or field training that  success should not be judged remove walls and redefine
cannot be replicated througha  only from admissionnumbers.  classrooms, but they cannot
computer screen. Building such institutions replace the values that sustain

Online learning also places  requiresstrongacademiclead-  great universities. The true

greater responsibility on stu‘
dents. Tt

ership, faculty and qua]ny

pline, motivation and effective
time management. Learners
may miss the mentoring,
friendships, peer interaction
and personal development
central to campus life. A uni-
versity is also a community in

measure of a digital open uni-

assurance. Digital i versity willbewhetherits grad-
must also protect student data uates can think critically, con-
and maintain the integrity of  tinue learmng and contribute
onlin to society:
Parents and students should Ultimately, the future of high-
examine a digital university  ereducationwill be shaped not
with the same seriousness as by universities without walls,
any conventional institution.  butby universities where tech-

which stud new
ideas, debate and collaborate.
The digital divide presents

ystatus, UGCrecog-
nition, programme approvals,
faculty profile, curriculum,

YESTERDAY'S SOLUTION

nology expands opportunity
while academic excellence
remains non-negotiable.
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Editor’s

TAKE
BJP’s generational reset
without changing the core

The BJP's new national team under president Nitin
Nabin signals change, but not a departure from the
party's established organisational architecture

The BJP's new national team is less a rupture than a carefully
calibrated reset. Of the 65 office-bearers announced under party
president Nitin Nabin, 51 are new faces. The list includes 13
vice-presidents, eight general secretaries, 16 secretaries and a
reworked media and social-media apparatus. Yet the retention
of BL Santhosh as general secretary (organisation) - one of the
party's most powerful posts—makes clear that continuity
remains as important as change.

With crucial Assembly contests approaching and the 2029
Lok Sabha election already shaping organisational calculations,
the BJP needs a team capable of managing states, social
coalitions and campaign narratives simultaneously. Uttar
Pradesh receives particular attention, while experienced leaders
such as Vasundhara Raje Scindia, Piyush Goyal and Ram
Madhav provide political weight. Smrriti Irani’s return as a
general secretary adds a forceful communicator with a strong
public profile.

But the most important backdrop is not merely electoral. It is
the widespread youth anger expressed through recent protests
over ination i larities, paper leaks, |
and institutional acc ility. The protests d that
the new generation is not politically aligned with the BJP by
default. Online reach, nationalism and welfare delivery may
mobilise support, but they cannot substitute for credibility on
jobs, education and opportunity.

The change in the social-media leadership — Deepak
Mhaskey replacing Amit Malviya, who had occupied the post
since 2015-is therefore significant. The BJP appears to
recognise that its digital strategy cannot remain focused only on
message amplification and partisan combat. The creation of
additional social-media positions suggests an effort to make the
party’s digital ication more distributed and responsi

The message to the new generation is unmistakable: the BJP
wants to look younger, more diverse and more technologically
alert. The new team includes six members below 40 and 15
between 40 and 49, along with a notable presence of women
and minority-community leaders. These numbers are intended
to convey mobility within the organisation and to reassure
younger voters that the party is not dlosed to generational
change. The BJP has changed its personnel, its communication
structure and, to some extent, its social signalling. What has not
changed is the centralised decision-making model, the
continuing influence of the RSS network and the reliance on a
familiar ideological vocabulary. Santhosh's retention confirms
that the organisational core remains intact.

The new team, then, is an attempt to refresh the vehicle
without changing its engine. Whether it succeeds will depend
not on how many new names appear on the list, but on
whether the party can convert generational anxiety into
genuine political dialogue. The protests have shown that India's
youth are not merely an audience to be addressed. They are a
constituency demanding to be heard. And the political party
seeking their support must listen to them.

Gelephu: Bhutan's bet, India's gain

Bhutan's ambitious Gelephu Mindfulness City is emerging as a strategic bridge between the Himalayan kingdom, India and
the wider Asian economy. For New Delhi, the 2,600-sq-km project offers an opportunity to deepen connectivity, trade and
energy ties with Bhutan while countering China's growing footprint along the Himalayan frontier

Announced in December 2023 by King |igme
Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck, the mega Gelephu
Mindfulness City (GMC) project is aimed at creat-
ing a transformative economic hub in southern
Bhutan. For India, GMC is far more than a neigh-
bouring infrastructure project. Situated close to
the border with Assam, the initiative directly inter-
sects with India's regional integration goals, secu-
rity calculations, and economic ties in the
Eastern Himalayas.

This project, under which an autonomous
special administrative region (SAR) has been
created, is spread over a vast area 0f 2,600 square
km. Its primary objective is to develop the
region as an economic hub and forge strong link-
ages with the global economy while taking care
to preserve Bhutan's environment and cultural
ethos. India strongly supports the initiative,
recognising substantial strategic gains while coun-
tering growing Chinese influence in the region.
Earlier this month, when the Bhutanese king went
for a visit to Gelephu along with Prime Minister
Tshering Tobgay and Royal Bhutan Army's chief
operations officer, Lieutenant General Batoo
Tshering, to review the ongoing work, Indian

b, Sandeep Arya acc ied the del-

egation.

Key representatives from Indian agencies
assisting Bhutan were also present, including the
IMTRAT (Indian Military Training Team) comman-
dantand the chiefengineer of Dantak - the over-
seas arm of India's Border Roads Organisation,
which is executing crucial infrastructure projects
in Bhutan. For India, the GMC project will enhance
physical connectivity with its close neighbour,
deepen economic linkages, and boost energy
security through hydropower projects expected
to come up there. Crucially, it also signals to the
world, especially China, how deeply intertwined
India and Bhutan's strategic and economic inter-
ests remain.

This comes as China continues to press Bhutan,
with whom it shares a 477-km-long border, to
develop bilateral ties. While Bhutan does not have
formal diplomatic relations with China, it fre-
quently faces Beijing’s strong-arm tactics on
boundary issues, including attempts to grab ter-
ritory. While Bhutan and China have been
holding negotiations since 1984 to settle their
boundary dispute, there has been no resolution
yet. The Bhutan-China boundary dispute obvious-
ly has strategic and security implications for India.
China, forinstance, lays claim to Bhutan's Doklam
plateau, which overlooks India's vulnerable

mainland. The 73-day military standoff at
Doklam in 2017 occurred when Indian troops
stepped in to block the People's Liberation Army
from extending a motorable track towards the
strategic Jampheri Ridge there.

THE GMC PROJECT With Bhutan remaining mi i’
g mindful of India's
REPRESENTS A strategic interests, deep cooperation on the
TRANSFORMATIVE Gelephu project is a vital element of its outreach
CONVERGENCE OF to Thimphu. The initiative will also help further
BHUTAN'S SOCIO- consolidate India's linkages with the Himalayan
kingdom that's been gradually working to shed
ECONOMIC its isolationist past. While India remains its
ASPIRATIONS AND closest partner, Thimphu has been engaging
INDIA'S CORE with many more countries in an attempt to

STRATEGIC broad-base its foreign relations.

IMPERATIVES. FOR
BHUTAN, IT OFFERS

Bhutan's past isolation stemmed not just
from its rugged, landlocked mountainous
terrain but also from a deliberate desire to pre-

A VITAL PATH TO serve its culture, environment and sovereign-
STEM YOUTH ty. However, modern economic realities in a
MIGRATION. globalised world and the aspirations of its

X people, especially the youth, are driving deeper

MODERNISE ITS engagement with the outside world. Bhutan
ECONOMY, AND now has diplomatic relations with approxi-
INTEGRATE INTO mately 60 countries, though it remains wary
GLOBAL SUPPLY ofestablishing formal diplomatic ties with the
CHAINS WITHOUT P5 countries. This shift marks a major evolution
fora nation that transitioned from an absolute

COMPROMISING ITS  monarchy to a democratic constitutional
DISTINCT monarchy only in 2008. While there is an
CULTURAL elected government in Bhutan now, the Druk
IDENTITY Gyalpo (Dragon King) commands immense

The writer is a policy analyst
and writes on national and

international issues

respect and authority, making his personal
backing of the GMC project pivotal.

Bhutan also hopes that the economic growth
‘which will come with the project will create job
opportunities for its educated youth, who have
been exposed to the outside world via social
media, and arrest their migration to other coun-
tries. Educated Bhutanese youth and skilled pro-
fessionals have been migrating abroad in
huge numbers, with Australia being a favoured

Siliguri corridor connecting its to the

. Many have also moved to the

Middle East. For a country with a small popu-
lation, this large-scale migration threatens long-
term demographic stability.

For Bhutan, the project is a huge gamble. If
it takes off, the project can be a catalyst for its
economic growth, trade and physical connec-
tivity not just with India but even beyond to the
Southeast Asian region. It needs India and other
countries to help develop itand investin it. To
encourage private businesses to be part of the
project, Bhutan has chosen to use Singapore's
laws for corporate and commercial matters and
Abu Dhabi Global Market regulations for finan-
cial services in GMC. Reflecting this broader eco-
nomic opening, Bhutan also resumed negoti-
ations in July this year to join the World Trade
Organisation (WTO) after an 18-year hiatus.

With connectivity being important, an inter-
national airport is also on the anvil in Gelephu,
which will be Bhutan's second such airport after
the one in Paro. Simultaneously, India has also
already promised assistance to Bhutan for two
vital rail links. One will be the 69-km rail link
from Gelephu to Kokrajhar in Assam. This is
expected to help Bhutan access Indian ports.
Signalling its strong backing for the Gelephu
project, India has declared this link a special
railway project. The other 17-km rail link will be
between Samtse in Bhutan, which is being
developed as an industrial hub, and Banarhat
in West Bengal.

Ultimately, the GMC project represents a
transformative convergence of Bhutan's socio-
economic aspirations and India's core strate-
gicimperatives. For Bhutan, it offers a vital path
to stem youth migration, modernise its
economy, and integrate into global supply
chains without compromising its distinct cul-
tural identity. For India, it secures a crucial buffer
against growing Chinese influence along the
Himal frontier while ing a high-
stakes geopolitical alliance rooted in shared
growth and regional stability.

Neglecting our real home can be quite painful
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Aflock of Baya Weaver birds feeds on grains. in Nadia district, West Bengal.

—

PHOTO: PTI

DIGITAL EXPERIENCE —

@ www.dailypioneer.com

ofacehouk.com/dailypioneer
@® instagram.com/dailypioneer

@ @TheDailyPioneer
@ linkedin.com/in/The Pioneer

HUMANITARIANISM NEEDS PROTECTION,
FUNDING AND GRASSROOTS ACTION

The editorial, The Courage That
Refuses to Look Away' (19 Aug),
rightly reminds us that
humanitarian workers need not
only protection but also
predictable funding rather than
ceremonial applause.

Whether a catastrophe is man-
made, such as war, or caused by
nature, suffering invariably
extends beyond the capacity of the
State. Governments can mobilise
resources and institutions can
coordinate relief, but ordinary
citizens, voluntary organisations,
local responders and
philanthropists often reach
suffering people with food,
medicines, shelter and compassion.

In war zones, humanitarian
workers must be protected under
international law, and attacks on
them must not be tolerated. We
must build a genuine humanitarian
movement sustained by empathy,

voluntary service and responsible
giving. Indian scriptures have long
eemphasised the importance of
service in our lives.

Such a movement can create
trained community volunteers and
local relief networks. Deprived
sections also need support during
peacetime. In India's colleges, NSS
and NCC students should receive
humanitarian training, supported
through CSR funding, as
government resources are limited.
A culture of service can strengthen
society's ability to respond to
crises. Beyond emergency relief, it
can foster compassion,
responsibility and community
participation. Humanitarianism
should therefore become a shared
social responsibility rather than
remaining limited to moments of
catastrophe.

BRLJ BHUSHAN GOYAL | LUDHIANA-

Please send your letter to the info@dailypioneer.com.
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2ND OPINION

I habitually look out of my window to soak in the sur-
rounding greenery. Recently, | noticed a gate of the
house opposite mine being painted. To my surprise,
this exercise took more than a week. | wondered what
was going on in the mind of the owner all this time,
with television, newspapers, the internet, etc. spewing
negative news on a continuous basis. Yes, all kinds of
dirt are finding a place in our mind all the time. Why
is it so harmful will become clear as you read this
arficle.

We, souls, have material bodies. Additionally, we also
have a subtle body, comprising three faculties, which
are mind, intelligence and ‘ahankar’ (ego). The faculty
of mind has three functions, which are thinking, feeling
and willing. The feeling part is very crucial. Whatever

AJIT KUMAR
BISHNOI

emotion we have at any particular time is felt through
the mind only. For example, if something nice
happens, we will feel happy, unless the mind is already
disturbed due to a serious problem. What does this
tell us? That the mind must always be peaceful to have
a normal reaction/life.

It may sound startling, but the mind is the real home
of a soul; | am referring to us. A brick-and-mortar home
is for our material body. Don't we remain in this real
home wherever we go? For example, one is sitting in
a beautiful park but s lost in thoughts. Does he enjoy
the beauty of the park? Similarly, all the comforts and
facilities of a house mean nothing if the mind is

obsessed with some problem. It gets worse in old age
when one has fewer physical engagements. The
enforced loneliness hurts more if the mind is allowed
to harbour harmful emotions like greed, anger, lustand
hate. Peace is lost, and depression, fears, worries and
anxieties dominate the mind. A lovely, well-painted
house does not help in getting sound sleep.

Allis not lost, though. God can help, and only God
can help. This is another reality. The mind is very pow-
erful, as pointed out by Arjuna in verse 6.34 of the
Bhagavad-Gita, and confirmed by Lord Krishna in the
next verse. Being self-sufficient has limits; this excel-
lent quality does not extend to the control of the mind.
It has been tried unsuccessfully over the ages.

Therefore, let us drop our ahankara and take
shelter of God and remain there. This means that we
must find some ways to connect with God. What better
way is there than chanting God's names? Aren't we
already used to chanting, yes, our own name by ‘mein,
mein, mein' (1, I, )2 We just have to switch to the name
of God like Krishna, Rama and Shiva. The cleansing of
the mind will begin. Gradually, the mind will become
peaceful. Surely, one would thank God and be very
grateful from the heart for this great mercy of grant-
ing the rare peace. Our real home will become very
beautiful, better than a well-painted gate.

[ The writer is a spiritual teacher and a columnist )

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

India’s election system inspires

Apropos "Trump praises India's polls as Congress takes
a swipe at CEC", the Election Commission of India (ECI)
manages the world's largest elections. Conducting free
and fair polls for such a vast population is a complex
task that deserves international recognition.

This transformation gained momentum under
former Chief Election Commissioner TN Seshan,
who introduced strict reforms that made the electoral
process cleaner, more transparent and organised.

Today, several nations have sought India's assis-
tance and voting technology. Bhutan was among the
first countries to use Indian Electronic Voting
Machines (EVMs). Namibia procured Indian EVMs and
later incorporated voter-verified paper audit trail
(VVPAT) units. Nepal tested customised machines with
ECI support, while countries such as Indonesia and
the United States have shown interest in India's elec-
toral system.

Political parties may raise concerns about EVMs and
voter lists, but India's electoral system remains a
remarkable achievement. Its use of technology and
institutional reforms demonstrates how democracy
can be strengthened while managing elections on an
enormous scale.

N. SADHASIVA REDDY | BENGALURU

UPI fees could burden consumers

The P y Standing Cc on Finance has
recommended the gradual introduction of a Merchant
Discount Rate (MDR) on high-value merchant transactions,
citing the rising cost of processing UPI payments.
Financial institutions reportedly incur around 220,700
crore in costs for processing UPI transactions, while the
government has allocated only 32,000 crore to compen-
sate for losses under the zero-MDR regime. If this gap
continues, financial pressure on the UPI ecosystem could
increase. While small shopkeepers and merchants may
be exempted, larger merchants and high-value trans-
actions could attract a fee. However, crucial questions
remain: What should constitute a high-value transac-
tion, and which categories of payments will be
charged? More importantly, merchants may pass the
additional cost to consumers, increasing their burden.
UPI has become essential for everyday transactions
because of its convenience and accessibility. If charges
are introduced without adequate safeguards, consumers
may reconsider digital payments and return to cash,
bringing back concerns about carrying money and asso-
ciated risks. Any policy change should therefore protect

Protect captive elephants

AproposThe Supreme Court's recent directions for the
welfare of captive elephants deserve serious attention
and strictimplementation. Mandating specialised ele-
phant clinics, periodic health check-ups and individual
medical records for every captive elephant is a signif-
icant step towards ensuring humane treatment.

These measures are particularly relevant to Kerala,
where elephants are routinely used in temple festivals,
religious processions and public functions. Prolonged
captivity, arduous travel, excessive work, inadequate
rest, poor nutrition and unsuitable living conditions can
seriously affect their physical and psychological health.
Regular medical examinations can help detect injuries,
infections, malnutrition and stress-related ailments at
an early stage.

Specialised clinics and detailed health records can
ensure timely care and accountability. However, these
directions will work only with strict enforcement, regular
inspections and penalties for violations.

Traditional practices and public celebrations cannot
come at the expense of animal welfare. Proper imple-
mentation of these directions can ensure that

consumers while ensuring the financial i y
of the UPI ecosystem.
DATTAPRASAD SHIRODKAR | MUMBAL

captive receive the care, dignity and protec-
tion they deserve.
VINEETH KUMAR | KERALA
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India’s widening strategic front

The emerging Saudi-Turkey-Pakistan defence alignment in West Asia and Bangladesh’s ongoing political
transition present very different challenges, but both have implications for New Delhi's security calculus. India
will need to combine credible deterrence with diplomatic agility to meet the challenge

India’s strategic calculus

in August 2026 is being

tested on two increasing-

ly important fronts: a
\ new defence architec-
ture taking shape in West
Asia and a rapidly evolv-
ing political and strategic
environment in
Bangladesh onits eastern
flank. Neither develop-
mentwarrant i
But together they point
to a more fluid regional order in which India will need
strategic patience, credible deterrence and sustained diplo-
matic engagement. The first question is whether the Mecca
Pact is symbolism or substance. On August 7, Saudi Arabia,
Turkey and Pakistan signed the Makkah Joint Defence
Agreement, declaring that an armed attack on one sig-
natory would be treated as an attack on all - language
clearly reminiscent of NATO’s Article 5. The agreement
builds on the Saudi-Pakistan Strategic Mutual Defence
Agreement of September 2025, but its significance lies in
bringing Turkey, with its substantial military and defence-
industrial capabilities, into the arrangement. Initial
assessments understandably differed. The agreement’s
collective-defence clause does not publicly specify the cir-
cumstances or mechanisms through which members
would be obliged to respond.

This has led some analysts to view it as more a politi-
cal signal than a fully operational military alliance. Saudi
officials have also resisted portraying it as a formal “mil-
itary axis". That assessment, however, needs updating.
Turkey has now indicated that the three countries
intend to establish high-level political and military coor-
dination mechanisms, conduct joint exercises across land,
sea, air and cyber domains, and cooperate in unmanned
systems, electronic warfare and artificial intelligence. The
agreement also envi joint defence d pro-
duction and technology transfer.

These provisions give the pact a degree of institution-
al and technological substance beyond symbolism. Yet
it would still be premature to call it a NATO equivalent.
The three countries have different strategic priorities, mil-
itary systems and threat perceptions. Saudi Arabia’s prin-
cipal security concerns remain centred on the Gulf and
Iran; Turkey has its own ambitions and obligations as a
NATO member; and Pakistan's strategic focus remains
heavily influenced by India. The durability of the arrange-
ment will therefore depend on whether the three can
translate political convergence into sustained military
interoperability. Lt Gen Syed Ata Hasnain has offered a
useful caution against exaggerated threat perception.

The psychological boost to Pakistan is undoubtedly sig-
nificant, but external strategic alignments are rarely per-
manent. The priorities of Riyadh, Ankara, Washington and
Beijing can shift rapidly, while Pakistan’s own tendency
towards strategic overreach has historically carried
costs. There is nevertheless a genuine Indian concern.
Pakistan now potentially combines its nuclear capabili-
tyand military experience with Turkish defence technol-
ogy and Saudi financial and strategic weight. Turkey's
expanding defence cooperation with Pakistan, particu-
larly in drones and advanced military technologies,
deserves close monitoring. The emerging arrangement
could strengthen Pakistan's military modernisation even
if the collective-defence clause is never tested. The pact
also has an economic dimension.

Turkey's exclusion from the India-Middle East-Europe
Economic Corridor (IMEC), combined with its interest in
alternative connectivity routes, could complicate India's
ambitions for regional connectivity. India should there-
fore continue strengthening its relationships with Saudi
Arabia, the UAE, Israel and Qatar while maintaining prag-
matic engagement with Ankara. Shashi Tharoor, writing
recently on the pact, has similarly argued for a response
combining deterrence, innovation and deeper Gulf
engagement rather than panic. That broad approach is
sensible. But India’s strategic challenge extends beyond
the Mecca Pact itself. It lies also to the east. The descrip-
tion of Bangladesh as “another Pakistan” was recently
advanced by Sajeeb Wazed oy, son of former Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina. Speaking from the United States
to the Foreign Correspondents’ Club in New Delhi, Joy
alleged that Pakistan's ISI now has an “open hand” in

that convicted have been released
and that banned Islamist groups such as Hizb ut-Tahrir
are operating more openly. He warned that Bangladesh
could become a source of future terrorist recruitment and
described it as another Pakistan on India's eastern fron-
tier. These are serious allegations, but they need to be
viewed in context. |oy is a deeply interested participant

KRIP,
NAUTIYAL

TURKEY’S EXCLUSION
FROM THE INDIA-
MIDDLE EAST-EUROPE
ECONOMIC CORRIDOR
(IMEC), COMBINED
WITH ITS INTEREST IN
ALTERNATIVE
CONNECTIVITY
ROUTES, COULD
COMPLICATE INDIA'S
AMBITIONS FOR
REGIONAL
CONNECTIVITY. INDIA
SHOULD THEREFORE
CONTINUE
STRENGTHENING ITS
RELATIONSHIPS WITH
SAUDI ARABIA, THE
UAE, ISRAEL AND
QATAR WHILE
MAINTAINING
PRAGMATIC
ENGAGEMENT WITH
ANKARA
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Director General of the

Indian Coast Guard

in Bangladesh's internal political struggle, and his assertions
cannot by themselves constitute an objective assessment of the
country’s strategic direction. Pakistan has also denied the alle-
gations concerning ISl interference. Yet dismissing the concerns
would be equally unwise. India's Parliamentary Standing
Committee on External Affairs has already identified the
growing influence of China and Pakistan in Bangladesh, along
with the resurgence of Islamist forces, as significant strategic
concerns. The committee has described the changing situation
as one of India's most serious challenges in Bangladesh since
1971. Bangladesh is undergoing a profound political transition,
with warmer ties with Pakistan, substantial Chinese influence
and concerns over Islamist mobilisation. Yet it cannot simply
be equated with Pakistan. India's priority should be to protect
its interests whatever political direction Dhaka takes.

That means strengthening border management, monitoring
extremist and intelligence networks, watching Chinese and
Pakistani strategic activity, and maintaining channels of com-
munication with all major political constituencies. Taken togeth-
er, the developments in West Asia and Bangladesh reveal a
broader strategic challenge. On India’s western flank, Pakistan
is seeking to embed itself within a network involving Saudi Arabia
and Turkey. On the eastern flank, Bangladesh's political tran-
sition is creating greater space for China and Pakistan. The two
theatres are geographically separate, but their implications for
India’s security calculus could increasingly intersect. India should
therefore resist the temptation to see every new alignment as
an emerging anti-India bloc. Saudi Arabia has substantial eco-
nomicand strategic interests in India, and Turkey's relationship
with Pakistan does not automatically translate into a unified
strategic front against New Delhi. Similarly, Bangladesh's
current political transition does not predetermine its long-term
strategic orientation. What India does need is preparedness for
the possibility that these relationships could reinforce one
another during a future crisis. Pakistan's diplomatic and mili-
tary leverage could increase if it successfully converts bilater-
al partnerships into a broader strategic network. Turkish defence
cooperation could enhance Pakistan's technological capabil-
ities, while Chinese influence in Bangladesh could add pressure
on India’s eastern security environment.

The appropriate Indian response is therefore a combination
of deterrence, diplomacy and strategic diversification. India
must retain credible military preparedness on both its
western and eastern fronts while simultaneously investing in
economic partnerships, regional connectivity and political
engagement. Its relationships with Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Israel
and Qatar acquire added significance in this environment.
Equally important is preserving India's long-standing econom-
ic, cultural and people-to-people links with Bangladesh across
political transitions. The emerging regional order should not
be viewed through a binary lens of friends and adversaries.
The Mecca Pact may evolve into a significant security arrange-
ment, or its ambitions may ultimately be constrained by the
divergentinterests of its members. Bangladesh may move closer
to Chinaand Pakistan, or eventually seek a more balanced exter-
nal posture. The outcome will depend less on today’s decla-
rations than on how these relationships develop over time.

India’s strategic advantage lies in retaining the freedom
to engage all sides while firmly protecting its national inter-
ests. The answer to a widening strategic front is not to
widen the definition of the threat, but to sharpen the quality
of India’s assessment and response. The region is enter-
ing a period in which old alignments are being reshaped
and new ones are being tested. India’s response must there-
fore be neither alarmist nor complacent. It must combine
credible deterrence with active diplomacy, economic state-
craft with technological preparedness, and vigilance with
strategic patience. In an increasingly multipolar neighbour-
hood, India’s greatest strength may ultimately be its ability
to hedge without hesitating, engage without depending,
and deter without overreacting.

The Monsoon Session
adjourned without adieua

Itis a well-established parliamentary convention to

make a valedictory address before adjourning the

L House sine die. As a hallowed parliamentary prac-
p tice, the valedictory address is given by the Speaker
atthe end of the last sitting of a session. The Speaker
usually gives a brief summary of the legislation
passed, Bills introduced, Bills referred to the
Committees, time spent on discussions, etc. The

DEVENDER Speaker also thanks the secretarial officers and staff
for their hard work and cooperation and also the
M other agencies involved in servicing the House. The

valedictory at the end of the last session of every Lok
Sabha is more elaborate and full of nostalgic speeches. Ananthasayanam
Ayyangar, the Speaker of the first Lok Sabha, in his valedictory address on 28th
March 1957, profusely thanked the MPs for their industry, hard work and coop-
eration, the legislation passed, and appreciated all the secretarial officers and
staff for their strenuous services.

Avaledictory address by the Speaker is a parliamentary convention. It's not a
mandatory constitutional or statutory requirement. Of course, it's another matter
that the constitutionally binding direction to elect a Deputy Speaker has not been
implemented as yet from the 17th Lok Sabha and as yet in the 18th Lok Sabha. In
the absence of a constitutional provision, the Speaker can declare the House
adjourned sine die without delivering a valedictory address or making remarks
of farewell. However, the practice of making valedictory remarks has been in vogue
right from the Constituent Assembly.

Dr Rajendra Prasad, in his address in the last sitting of the Constituent Assembly
on 26th November 1949, gave vital information about the work of the CA and
apprised the Members about the salient features of the Constitution, the labour
of love involved and the expenditure incurred (?63,96,729).

It is interesting to recall that the 16th Lok Sabha, with 17 sessions, had invari-
ably valedictory addresses. So was it during the 17th Lok Sabha, which had 15 ses-
sions. In case the Speaker is not available, the valedictory reference is made by

the occupant of the Chair. As the 17th Lok Sabha did not choose a Deputy Speaker,
the address was made by a member of the panel of Chairmen. This only reinforces
the view that it is customary to follow parliamentary conventions and precedents
to make a valedictory reference or address.

Therefore, it is quite unusual for the Speaker not to make a valedictory refer-
ence on the last day of the Session. However, there is an exception. The last Budget
Session was adjourned sine die on 18th April 2026 after singing of the National
Song without the customary valedictory speech. Since there is no constitution-
al provision or Rule, the absence of a valedictory address does not invalidate the
adjournment or the session. The Monsoon Session ran from 20th July to 13th August
2026, with 19 sittings by each House. The Session had constant disruptions, though
the Government managed to pass as many as 11 Amendment Bills by voice vote
amid din and uproar, without discussion. Both the Houses faced constant sloga-
neering and logjams. Even the Question Hour, considered the most potent par-
liamentary device to secure accountability of the Executive, was disrupted.

The Question Hour in the Lok Sabha functioned barely for 1 per cent, while in
the Rajya Sabha it was 12 per cent. Taken as a whole, the Lok Sabha utilised 15
per cent and the Rajya Sabha 33 per cent of their time. Of the 11 Bills passed by
the Lok Sabha, nine were passed without the participation of any member. The
Minister in charge introduced the motions for introduction of the Bills, for con-
sideration and passing, and the Bills were passed by voice vote. Only the Public
Examinations (Prevention of Unfair Means) Amendment Bill, 2026, witnessed par-
ticipation by 48 MPs in the Lok Sabha and by 35 MPs in the Rajya Sabha.
Unfortunately, the Session was marred by logjams and protests within the precincts
of Parliament.

Not only the MPs of the principal Opposition parties but even the MPs on the
Treasury benches held protests. The Opposition demanded a statement by the
Home Minister, and the members of the Treasury benches wanted the resigna-
tion of the Leader of Opposition. Another memorable feature was that both the
Prime Minister and the Home Minister made appearances in the Lok Sabha on
20th July, when the National Anthem - ‘Jana Gana Mana' - was sung, and on 13th
August, when the National Song - 'Vande Mataram' - was sung immediately before
adjournment sine die.

Itis considered befitting to make some courteous valedictory references to the
Session that is coming to an end. Such a reference helps remove the sense of dis-
comfiture or acrimony between the Treasury and the benches opposite. The omis-
sion of a valedictory speech by the Speaker is probably reflective of the prevail-
ing state of lack of trust, anguish and despair. Be that
as it may, the conspicuous departure from the well-
settled and salutary practice does not bode well for
our competitive parliamentary democracy, claimed
to be the Mother of Democracy.

UP-Japan Investment Summit: Yogi's push to put UP on the fast track

There is a syn- cannotbe easily electrified.

e

-

tional dividend accrued  nearly 73,200 crore, with the possibility of cre-

chronicity to the
UP-Japan
Investment Meet
this week.

It was in
February this
year that Uttar
Pradesh Chief
Minister Yogi
Adityanath trav-
elled to Japan. It
was his maiden
foreign trip in the last year of his second term.
The preceding years had been spent prepar-
ing the foundation for what was to come.

And in August, it arrived.

More than 200 |apanese CEOs, industrialists,
investors and policymakers are participating
in the UP-Japan Investment Summit, a five-day
engagement spanning Delhi, Lucknow, Agra,
Greater Noida and Varanasi.

The delegation is led by Yamanashi Governor
Kotaro Nagasaki. Yamanashi, the prefecture to
the west of Tokyo, is known traditionally as the
home of Mount Fuji but has developed a
modern, almost futuristic character as an
important centre for precision manufacturing,
fuel-cell research and green hydrogen technol-
ogy.
Green hydrogen technology is, in particular,
very useful to an emerging manufacturing hub
like Uttar Pradesh. Green hydrogen is produced
by using renewable energy to split water and
is seen as a way to decarbonize industries that

DVAITA KALA

It has potential applications
as diverse as steel, chemi-
cals and fertilizer produc-
tion. An agrarian state like
UP has a high dependence
on the ammonia used in fer-
tilisers; green hydrogen
offers the possibility of
reducing dependence on
fossil fuels. The emphasis on
green hydrogen indicates
that the interaction is not
simply about attracting
Japanese investment but
also the technology that a
future-facing Uttar Pradesh
will need to expand its

industrial capability.
There is an understated
cultural motive as well.
ihas F

ed how a region can pre-
serve cultural provenance
while also developing technological and man-
ufacturing capabilities. This aligns with Yogi's
emphasis on cultural preservation and conti-
nuity, without succumbing to a model of
progress that creates distance from cultural
inheritance in the name of modernity.
Encouragingly, the interaction seeks to
become institutional as opposed to episodic.
Governor Nagasaki has been an advocate for
direct cooperation between Japanese prefec-
tures and Indian states, creating an internation-

al economic corridor based on an exchange of
strengths.

It would be easy to dismiss the headlines as
another economic summit, but the story is
deeper than the headlines suggest. Yogi's
economic vision for UP is entering its next
phase, after years spent laying the foundations
necessary to position the once-BIMARU state
as areliable business partner. Domestic inter-
est grew as his policies began to bear fruiton
the ground. Japanese interest is the interna-

after years of sustained
effort to pull UP out of
the margins of the India
story.

And at the heart of
this is Yogi's audacious
goal of making UP a tril-
lion-dollar economy.

For a state that was
once central to conver-
sations about develop-
mental deficits and law-
lessness, this aspiration
signals a striking rever-
sal: the Chief Minister,
and by extension the
state, is seeking to define
itself by its possibilities
rather than its problems.

This means Uttar
2 Pradesh has to look out-
-

il wards rather than
inwards. Yogi's Japan
outreach produced MOUs of around ?11,000
crore on the first day itself. But MOUs are
promises on paper; what matters is what
follows.

The arrival of such a significant and diverse
Japanese delegation just six months later
suggests that the conversation has moved
beyond ceremony. Japanese executives are
now evaluating specific opportunities, while
projects involving Escorts Kubota and Minda
Corporation, representing an investment of

ating 10,000 new jobs, are moving to the
ground-breaking stage.

This is bricks and mortar stuff, not paper-
work.

Yogi's vision seems to divide UP's transfor-
mation into two seasons. The first was about
constructing the foundations: law and order,
expressways, airports, power supply, industri-
al corridors and administrative reform. The
next is about setting the table, and the seats
are filling up fast.

Those roads must now bring supplies and
workforce to the factories; those new airports
must connect UP to markets and expertise
across the country and abroad. Industrial
corridors must buzz with the turning of global
supply chains. The trillion-dollar goal means
UP's Chief Minister must sell UP not only in
Mumbai and Bangalore but also in Singapore
and Tokyo. Uttar Pradesh is now not only about
change but about being competitive.

The trillion-dollar target is not simply a large
number attached to a government presenta-
tion; it is an organizing principle. Will it move
Uttar Pradesh from being primarily viewed
through the scale of its problems to being
understood for the scale of its economic
potential? Yogi Adityanath has seen the pos-
sibility. Increasingly, so has the country. Will
the world? Stay tuned. This is just the begin-
ning of a new season.

[‘ﬂ\e writer is an Indian author, screenwriter and columnist j
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Pricing UPI

ndia’s next UPI debate should not be reduced to a simple

question: should digital payments remain free? The more

consequential question is whether a system built as public

digital infrastructure can acquire a sustainable economic
model without damaging the extraordinary network it has
created. The proposed merchant discount rate on UPL
transactions above Rs 2000 is therefore more than a technical
Lhangc in payment economics. Properly designed. it could m"n'k

thet ing of a sensible ition from state-supported

expansion to long-term sustainability. Poorly designed, it could
weaken one of the most successful pieces of India’s digital
infrastructure. The case for charging is straightforward. UPlis
not costless merely because the customer sees no charge.
Banks, payment companies and the National Payments
Corporation of India have to maintain technology, settlement
systems, cybersecurity and fraud controls on a gigantic scale.
Government support has helped sustain this ecosystem. But
permanent subsidy is difficult to justify once a payment
network has become indispensable to commerce. The real
danger lies elsewhere. UPT's success was built partly on an
unusually powerful incentive for merchants: accepting digital
payments was almost frictionless. A QR code could replace a
card terminal, and a shopkeeper did not have to calculate
whether a small transaction was worth accepting. This
mattered enormously in an economy where millions of tiny
businesses operate on narrow margins.

That is why the proposed threshold matters. If a fee is
confined to larger merchants and higher-value transactions, its
economic effect should be manageable. A charge on a large
retailer processing thousands of high-value transactions
fundamentally different from a charge on a street vendor, taxi
driver or neighbourhood shopkeeper. The government should
make that distinction permanent rather than treating it as a
convenient starting point. There is also a lesson in the
experience of Brazil's Pix. Instant payments need not remain
commercially sterile forever. A successful public payment
infrastructure can pcrmu busmcases to pay for services while
protecting indivi S an COUra adoption.

India should learn from that modcl without assuming that
what works in Brazil can simply be transplanted here. The
political difficulty is that Indians have come to regard UPl as
part of everyday life. Any fee risks being perceived as the
government taking away something that was deliberately made
universal. Even when th charge is imposed on men.h‘mta
rather than c may v pass some
of the cost on lhmug,h pnc@

The answer is not to preserve zero pricing indefinitely. Nor is
it to hand the payment ecosystem over to purely commercial
incentives. India should use the proposed Rs 2,000 threshold as
acarefully defined boundary: large merchants and high-value
transactions can contribute towards maintaining the system,
while small merchants and low-value transactions remain
protected. The revenue should strengthen payment
infrastructure rather than simply become another source of
easy income for financial intermediaries. UPI was a remarkable
policy achievement because India built the infrastructure
before trving to extract maximum commercial value from it.
The next stage must preserve that principle.

Beyond Protest

Everygenerationhastheright~
andindeedtheresponsibility ~
toquestioninheritedpolitical
institutions. Butnomovement
should assumethatopposition
totheexistingorder
automaticallygeneratesa
betteralternative. History
repeatedlyshowsthat
resistanceand reconstruction
arenotidentical processes

emocratic societies need protest.
They need citizens who question
authority, challenge injustice and
remind governments that public
power is never absolute. A society without
dlssenlt,radudlly losesits democratic vitality.
Inthat sense, the public protest

travel from the street to society.
Fhal |ourne) rcquu'cs far more than

[t requires listening

in India deserves to be welcomed. Atatime
when many had begun to hchc\’u that

before mobilising. It

It sought moral regeneration alongside
institutional reform. These movements
remind us that pohucal Lhan,,c requires
more than li It requires a new

India’s cultural mnmnrlca moral traditions,

way ¢ of imagining society itself.

“had become futile, t

social experiences.

of young people to occupy public spaces
and articulate disagreement has restored
an important democratic impulse.

Yet an important historical question
remains largely unasked: Does protest by
itself create a new politics?

A student of history of modern India
would find this question more significant
than asking whether a movement is for or
against a particular government. The real
testof any movement is not the intensity of

visionit

Y
Only then can protest evolve into a new
political vision.

History offers valuable lessons.

The Indian national movement was
undoubtedly a struggle against colonial
rule. Yet its lasting achievement lay

here. Under Gandhis leadership it
did not merely oppose British power; it
transformed the language of Indian
politics.

Satyagraha, non-cooperation and civil

ment
lustnncdl experience. There is no reason to
deny that it highlighted genuine questions
of rural exploitation, land inequality and
social injustice. Nor should
one ignore the courage and
personal sacrifice of many
young people whojoined it.
Historical honesty demands
that these di ions be

indeed the responsibility ~ to question

inherited political institutions. But no

movement should assume that opposition
heexisti el

abetteralternative. History repeatedly shows
that resistance and reconstruction are not
identical processes.

‘The2istcentury presents challenges very
different from those that shaped 20th century
politics. Globalisation, artificial intelligence,
digital technologies, climate change, insecure
cmploymem. demographic shifts and

altered the con 1 acy

functions. Young lndmm seek mot only
political Irccdom but meaningful worl
quality educatior dignity. environmental
security and participationin slmpmgpublm
life. Thy ions cannot be z

simply by repeating the ideological vocabulary
of earlier decades.

This is why contemporary movements
need something larger than protest. They
need a political imagination adequate to
the realities of ourown century.

Suchani

from ideological certainty. It must emerge
from sustained engagement with Indian
society in all its complexity. It must speak
not only to campuses but also to villages,
industrial belts, informal workers, small
businesses, women, migrants and local
communities.

It must combine constitutional values
with social trust, economic opportunity

i B bilitv technolosical

>_§.

acknowledged.
Yet moral commitment

change with ethical responsibility and social
justice with cultural pluralism.

its resistance but the quality of the political  disobedience were not simply techniques TENDRA alone does not produce a The task before movements today is
ind. Protestisindispensable,  of resistance. They rested uponadeeper PATEL durable political vision. therefc simply toopp:
but protest aloned transfc et ung of pulmcs as a moml Muchof the revolutionary b\u to educate citizens, deepen democratic
ically significs i b a The writer is li ftt i 1 i d widen public participation. They
only when they create a new political Gandhi did not treat nrdmary Lndmm Professorof armedstruggleatthecentre  mustdemonstrate notonly what they oppose
1mah|muon merelyas pa History, of politics. Parliamentary  but also what kind of India they wish to
i isparticularly i Het itheminto political actors bii del y was frequently  build.

in cunu.mpor.lry India. pable of exercising ethical ibilit Bharati treated not as an imperfect Dothey hend ratic
A movement that begins in a university Equally important, the movement University lnsuluu(m requiring ormerdvdl\mlsslhem’D«)lhcvmwurabc
campus and spreads to Delhi or other engaged creatively with India’s social cratisation but as a across diffe; or deepen

metropolitan streets undoubtedly acquires
visibility. It may dominate public Ek‘bd(t‘

and cultural realities. C: oncepts such as
uu[h stu rm.mml service, sacrifice and

and screens. But
expansion should not be confused with

Thcv drcw upnn ethical traditions already

S0Ci: thatreaches

in Indian society while giving

E

the nationa ital does not automatically
become a nanonal social movement.

them a modern political meaning, Khadi,
constructive work, village reconstruction

Indiais notdetined

and against untouchabili

farmers, industrial workers, informal labour,
small entrepreneurs, women, unemployed
youth, Dalits, Adivasis, religious minorities,
lower middle classes, small towns and
villages. Each mlmhns a d.LIIuem social
reality, carries i nurture

different aspirations.

A i

Venezuela’s Test

‘enezuela has reached a strange political moment.

Nicolids Maduro is gone, vet the political system he

built has not disappeared with him. Delcy Rodriguez,

once his dcpur) remains in charge, while Washington

v pressing her g towards institutional

rdm'm and exercising unprcudmtcd influence over the
country’s oil industry. The result is neither a clean democratic
revolution nor a simple continuation of Chavismo. It is an
experiment whose outcome remains uncertain.

There are reasons for optimism. Government and opposition
representatives have begun serious negotiations, and their first
concrete breakthrough is significant: they have agreed to renew
Venezuela’s Supreme Court, an institution long compromised by
political control. They are also discussing electoral reforms and
the release of political prisoners. Such changes matter because
elections are meaningless if the courts, electoral authorities and
security institutions remain instruments of the ruling party.

US Secretary of State Marco Rubio’s approach deserves credit
for recognising this. Democracy cannot be restored simply by
removing one dictator and immediately holding another
election. Venezuela needs institutions capable of surviving an
election. The sensible sequence is to rebuild those institutions,
revive the economy and then allow Venezuelans to choose their
government. But there is a dangerous contradiction at the heart
of the process. Maria Corina Machado, arguably Venezuela's
most powerful opposition leader, is not at the negotiating table.
The United States has instead backed a different opposition
delegation. Machado has chosen not to sabotage the talks,
which is politically responsible. But a democratic transition that
sidelines the politician with the strongest popular mandate
cannot indefinitely claim democratic legitimacy.

The greater danger lies in Venezuelas oil. America now
exercises enormous influence over the country’s petroleum
revenues and has encouraged international energy companies to
return. That could finance reconstruction after years of
economic collapse. But without transparency and a clear
timetable for restoring Venezuelan control over resources,
economic reconstruction could easily become another form of
political dependence. This is why the ultimate question is not
whether Washington can force change. It plainly can.

The question is whether it will accept the consequences of
genuine democracy. A freely elected Venezuelan government
may be friendly to America. It may also demand control over its
oil, resist American preferences or establish closer relations with
countries Washington dislikes. Democracy means accepting that
possibility. That is the test for Rubio. If America uses its
extraordinary leverage to create independent courts, credible
electoral institutions, political freedoms and genuinely
competitive elections, its intervention could produce something
rare in the history of foreign interventions: a country that
becomes more sovereign because an outside power intervened.

1f; instead, Washington decides that a compliant government
and reliable s 1o oil are more valuable than political
freedom, Venezuela will merely exchange one form of
domination for another. For now, the opening is real. But
democracy will not be proved by the promises made in Caracas.
It will be proved when Venezuelans are finally free to choose a
government that Washington did not choose for them.

only when these diverse sections begin to
recognise their own concerns within its
language and programme. Visibility is not
the same as social legitimacy. A crowd in
the capitalis not necessarily the voice of the
nation. Therefore, the challenge before any
contemporary movement is not merely to
travel from the campus to the street. [t must

[ CHINADAILY |

ensured that politics was linked lo sncm]

structure to be rendered
unworkable. Violence was ohcmusnlmd ds

permanent polarisation? Do they cultivate
rcspunsxble citizenship or only perpetual

ahistorical necessity rather

as a political and moral problem. Social

conflict became the organising principle

through which society nsdlwasundmmo{i
Thelis of this political i

lay not simply in its advocacy of violence.

Its deeper hmnauon was lhal it attempted

transformation rather than
Lonﬁned tostate power alone.

This was not merely resi
lhe crumon uf apolitical ci

tradition, despiteits internal

ance. It was

|

Lhﬂ\"rl’m‘{‘

to Indiansoc Lsun;,
ionary framework rather
Indian realities to reshape its pohucal
categories.
RcLu.,mn family, commum(y c[hual

Leaders such as Ram Manohar Lohia and
later Jayaprakash Narayan sought to adapt
suclahsl ideasto India’s own social rca]mm
Caste, d language,

viewed primarily as obstaclesto revolutionary

transformation rather than as social realities

demanding democratic engagement. Politics
Fh i 3

and democratic participation became lnlcgral
totheir political thinking, JP's call for “Total
Revolution™ certainly had its lu'mnuons
and political devel

not fulfil mtmv of its aspirations. Yet it
represented an effort to rethink politics
beyond elections and governmental change.

instead of conversation.

N build a broad democratic
culture if it primarily imagines society as a
permanent battlefield divided between
enemies rather than citizens. This historical
lesson remains relevant today.

Every generation has the right ~ and

Artificial intelligence can clone actor, not life

an is not simply a digital copy
of Qi. She has her own name,

return whenever the story demands it. In
an industry that is constantly under
prod hils di

.Inother

words, Qi has not just lent her
face to a machine but created a character
capable of performing without her being
physically present.

A similar experiment is underway in
the United Kingdom, where Particle6, an
Alfilm company, has announced a feature
film, Misaligned, starring Tilly Norwood,
an Al-generated performer. Hong Kong
actor Lawrence Ng, meanwhile, has
authorized the use of his likeness to
recreate his younger self for an Al film.

‘These developments point to a change
that is easy to underestimate. For more
than a century, acting required a body.
Now, it may require only the rights toone.

For producers, the appeal is obvious. A
digital performer doesn't have to catch a
flight tothe set or make room inan already
crowded calendar. The characteris alw:
available, can be altered at will and can

less, the temptation is hard to resist.

This is where digital performers may
find an easy foothold: short dramas, Al
animationand theothercorners
ofentertainment built onspeed
and volume, When producers
areexpected to keep churning
out new stories, having a
performer whois always available:
and never ages is an offer that
is difficult to ignore.

The people mostvulnerable
may not be celebrities. They may be the
actors who have not yet become them.

For generations, young actors have
worked their way into the profession
through small parts ~a waiter with a line
or two, a neighbor who appears briefly in
the background, an extra who spends a
day on set for a few seconds on screen.
None of these jobs is glamorous, but they

Letters To The Editor l editor@thestatesman.com

Food safety

Sir. There is urgent need to look at the
growing food-safety concerns L\(:Lump:mying,
India’s rdpld qun:k commerce uq)dnslun
The sus| of 14
linked to major delivery platforms by the
Maharashtra government. is a serious
warning that convenience cannot come at
the cost of consumer health.

Quick-commerce companies are not
mcrd» led‘mo[og,v pl.l[furmx Their dark

food, manage
inventory and Lonlm] storageand dehvuy
They must clear
for h\glenu lrf*.«.hm%.temperalure control
and quality.

Incidents inve olving L\pmd pmdunla‘
pests, rotten food and

rew eal w:akneﬁses lhaldnmand lmdeldl(’

about \vhcrc and how food is stored bcfarc
itreaches theirhomes. Speedis undoubtedly
the biggest attraction of quick commerce,
but it should never override safety.

The industry can sustain public trust
only when every minute saved in delivery
is matched by uncompromising attention
to food hygiene and consumer well-being.

Yours, etc., Vandana,

? Do they create a language
capable of bringing diverse social groups
together?

These are the questions that determine
whether a movement enters history as a
passingepisode oras a transformative force.

Political history ultimately teachesasimple
but profound lesson. Governments change;
parties rise and fall; leaders come and go.
What endures is the political culture that
movements leave behind.

Thetrue measureofamovement, therefore,
lies not in the size of its rallies, the passion
of its slogans or the discomfort it causes
those in power. Its real significance lies in
whetheritenlarges the democratic imagination
of society.

India today needs protest. But it needs
something even more. It nccd% mn\'cmmls
capableoft
vision, resistance into reconstruction, and
angerintoashared imagination of the future.

Only then will protest become history
rather than merely headline.

AMember

/INN

give aspiring actors their first chance,
teach them the rhythms of a setand help
them find a place in the industry.

Ifdigital characterstake over such work,
something more important than a few
paychecks could disappear. The industry
couldlose notjusta pool of entry-level
jobs, but also one of the pathways
through which its next generation
learns the craft. Yet, Al may also give
established actorsanew way toextend
their careers. A digital likeness can
turn an actor’s face and voice into
valuable commercial assets. Anactor
can be woerg on one producmm
whilean
inanother. A performercan pL\_'a)ounger
version of himself decades later. In time,
adigital character could continue appearing
even after the actor has retired.

There is a certain poignancy to that
possibility. Cinema has ways preserved
people against the p: e of time, We
watch old films to see actors as they once

were. Al could allow those younger faces
and familiar voices to return not just in
old movies, but in new ones.

But that possibility comes with a price:
control. Once a face and voice become
digital assets, they can be copied as easily
as they can be licensed. Actors will need
much clearerrights over how their likeness
isused, how long consent lasts. how they
are compensated and whether a digital
version can be repurposed for something
the original individual never agreed to.

ANNUAL General Meeting of Calcutta
YMCA. will be held on Friday, the 4th
Scp[tmbf.r 2026 at 12-30 p.m. at the
howringhee Branch, 25,
Jawaharldl NehruRoad, Kolkata-700087.
Mr. John Mazumdar, President of the
Association will be in the Chair.

Quick commerce

Sir, The Maharashtra Food -md Drug
Administratior
business licences linked to Zomato-owned
Blinkit, Zepto and Swiggy-owned
Instamart should serve as a wake-up
call for India’s booming quick-commerce
industry.

The inspections uncovered cockroach
infestation, expired food products, poor
storage conditions and sanitation failures
in be\eml dark stores and warchouses.
in Bengaluru, recent food

Together. these crackdowns suggest that
gapsincompliance are becoming abroader
challenge as food delivery and retail systems
expand faster than rcgul:\mrv oversight.

As thousands of dark stores have

Indiancities,i
Lapaar\ has struggled to keep pace.

Unlike restaurants, whose kitchens are
visible to customers, these warehouses
remain hidden from public scrutiny. This
moment calls for reforms that go beyond
punitive action.

Mandatory third-party audits, public
osure of mspccll(m nlm 3

hed expired food.
fotten mca\ and vegetables, mislabelled
products, poor storage practices and
unhygienic conditions across food

Ch h, 18 August.

epaper.thestatesman.com

cold-ch:

of inventory dnereuthenaccoumabiley
without stifling innovation.

Yours, etc., Khokan Das,

Kolkata, 18 August.
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Real defeat of Naxa]ism

xalism

was never

merely a

gun in the

jungle. For decades, it

survived as an
ecosystem.

The Maoist withan
ault rifle was its
visible hardware. But behind that
hardware existed a sophisticated

TUHINA. SINHA

lawyers and poliLical sympmhisers

The Court's concerns about
constitutional governance and human
rights must be respected. But another
question also deserves to be asked:
when the State’s counter-insurgency

who fills the vacuum?

The Maoists do.

That is the paradox India has often
struggled toarticulate. A State fighting
anarmed insurgency mustitself remain
bound by law. But ad cannot

the JNU controversy. Gandhi appeared
ataprotest involving student activists,
including Umar Khalid. The episode
became a national controversy over
nationalism, free speech and allq,cd
dllll India slogans. Whatever one's
E sment of the subsequent legal
prmcc(lmg\ the political symbolism
was unmistakable: a mainstream
national leader was aligning himself
\\th a LdﬂlleS movement that had
s. fairly or unfairly,

afford a moral framework i in which

whorepeatedlyc
of the State’s response, romanticised
revolutionary violence, opposed
development projects in conflict zones
and olten converted the fight against
a brutal insurgency into a morality
play in which the State was perpetually
cast as the villain.

This is the phenomenon Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has described
as the "Dimaagi Naxal.”

The phrase deserves serious examination
because the pthoanon is not new.
Its vocabulary ha g

the violenceof the i becomes
almost invisible while every action of
the State is subjected to infinitely
greater scrutiny.

The Mam. s underslood this

Their 1dcolug1ml ewsvslun supplied
the software.

Dr Binayak Sen became one of the
most prominent faces of this debate.
His conviction by a Chhattisgarh trial
courtin 2010, followed by the Supreme
Court granting him ball guum[cd
intense national ¢ v. The Court

have changed and its mclhods hau
hccomc more sopk d. But the

subquueml\ lTleC an important
ith Maois

the State,
its institutions. obstruct development
and, whenever confronted with the
consequences, shift mentmnlmm LhC

under kably

the
sins of the State.
Of course, cri m of g(Mrmmnl

ideology, by nsell does not constitute
sedition. That distinction is crucial.
The argument is not that every critic
of the State is a Maoist sympathiser,
or that dissent should be criminalised.

The larger question is what happens
whenan entire intellectual ecosystem
consistently produces narrat n

i venalifical

\nlh the most radical edge of the
political debate. What mllowcd was a
gradual narrowing of the distance
between mainstream opposition politics
and fringe-style confrontation.

der the spectacle at the India
Al Impact Summit in February 2026.
Youth Congress workers staged a
shirtless protest at Blmml Manddp'lm

kil lmghtmdmd% of Indians now proudly
embraces a phrase associated withits
intellectual ecosystem.
There was, interesting]
when (‘hjdtha:am himsel
torec i ofthis

amoment

proposed steel investments creating
bility of a major economic
transformation. A proposed Rs 10000-
crore investment for a 2-million-
tonne-per-; annum steel uml o Id

during amajor intes 3

summit. Gandhisubsequently praised
his Youth Congress colleagues as
“Babbar Sher."

The symbolism could hardly have
beenmore revealing. Ata global summit
showcasing India’s technological
ambitions, sections of the opposition
chose spectacle over substance.

And then came the Jul protest
outside the Prime Minister’s residence,
where Gandhi and other Congress
leaders staged a dharna demanding
the Prime Minister’s resignation.

'l here is nothing 1nlurcm[\

pullcv islegitimate and i
inademocracy. But thereis a profound
difference between dissent and an
ideological ect tem that appears
instinctively hostile to the country's
institutions, security apparatus and
developmental ambitions.

Thatis where dissent ends and the
Dimaagi Naxal begins. For decades,
India’s security forces fought an enemy
that had perfected violence against
some of India’s poorest citizer
Maoists blew up roads, attacked police
stations, killed elected representatives
extorted contractors, destroyed schools
and intimidated villagers who refused
to cooperate.

Yet the insurgency survived partly
becauseits violence was accompanied
by an ecosystem outside the forest.

The Supreme Court’s 2011 judgment
on Salwa Judum is an important part

whichtt ievance
receives greater moral attention than
the civilian, policeman, tribal villager
or elected representative killed by the
msurﬂenl That ecosystem did not

earas Maoistinfl Jeclined.
Itevolved. Its vocabulary moved from

agove

difference between purliamemury

opposition and politics that increasingly

SCLI\\ Lo turn every institutional
intoastreet

wuh the State. The Leader of the

Opposition is not a campus activist.

During the controversy surrounding
the Kudankulam nuclear project in
2011, he criticised the role of Naxal
elements in obstructing the project.

That recognition now appears to
have been rcplacnd by thecompulsive
poli cs of opposition.

Tl perhaps the evolution of the
The original Naxal
sought todestroy the State withagun.
The modern version often seeks to
delegitimise the State witha narrative.

The ultimate test of whether India
has defeated the Naxal ecosystem,
not simply the number of
Maoists neutralised. It is whether the
people whoonee lived under the shadow
of the gun can finally live under the
shadow of opportunity

For decades, vast tribal belts were

L

defeat of Naxalism mubl lll[lmdlL])
mean. Not merely fewer ambushes.
Not merely fewer encounters. Not
merely fewer red zones on security
maps.

It must mean more roads, more
schools, more factories, more jobs,
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OCCASIONAL
NOTE

RUMOUR has been long busy with the
prospects of a big steel combine between
the manufacturers of the Rhine districts.
and now comes the news that the negotiations
areapproaching their end. France, Germany.,
Belgium and Luxemburg are all concerned.
the aim apparently being, beyond the
ordinary purposes of a combine, to defend
the Continent against the activities of the
grcal \mer an Steel Trust. So does “big

g

" create big business. Steel is

and more pmsp}eri\ v. The roughly 100

Left Wing Extremism cannot remain
frozen in India’s insurgency hit A
They must become engines of India's
nextgrowth story. And that s precisely
why the Dimaagi Naxal ecosystem
must be challenged.

India’s development cannot forever
be held hostage by those who see every
road as disp];\cemen[ every minc as

trapped between insurgency and
underdevelopment. Roads became

every factory
and every government institution as
1[]c01umdu India has spent decades
|ghlmg the Naxal with the gun.

It is now time to defeat the N;
narrative with something far more

revoluuon to “resistance”; from He oceupies a po luon of enormous security targets. Schools became
directlytoopposing ¢ 1 political batt d i edaway.
development projects; from Maoist When mainstream politi hugme Investment became synonymous with
rhetoricto abroader hostility towards  borrowing the tactics and theatri exploitation in the dominant pul cal
mining, industry, infrastructure and  of the mngc. it mks nommlmug a  narrative. The result was abl

the security est

proposi

This is why “Dimaagi Naxal™ is
ultimately less about an individual's
political label and more abouta pattern
ofbehaviour:an msummcoppu ion
todevelopment, reflexive suspicion of
national institutions and a willingness
toturnevery legitimate grievance into
a larger narrative of institutional
collapse. Something even more

of this compli 1 history. Petitioners
including Nandini Sundar and others
Lhallenﬂcd the State’s h'\m:lhm., of the

[ ial has happened in recent
years. Theold ecosystem largely operated
onthe margins of mainstream polmm

areleglunmle only when they produce
outcomes one approves of. Which
brings us to P. Chidambaram. The
former Home Minister has now declared
himself “proud to bea Dimaagi Naxal.”
Thereisastriking irony in that statement.

Chidambaram once occupied the
office responsible for combating India's
internal security threats. And 2010
was among the bloodiest years of the
Maoist insurgency, with more than
100() ptop]e killed in Left Wing

col campaign, and the
Courtdirected the State todesist from
using tribal youth as armed Special
Police Officers against Maoist:

Today, Fthat opera style
have entered the mainstream.

Rahul Gandhi’s political trajectory
offersastriking example. In 2016, amid

1 violence. Theirony

threfon demands attention.
‘The man who once had responsibility
for combating aninsurgency that w

the very people \uppoccdl\‘ bcm(,
“liberated” remained among India's
poorest and most isolated citizens.
That equation is changing. Bastar
is now being positioned for a
development-led transformation, with
the Centre and the Chhattisgarh
government focusingon infrastructure,
livelihoods, education, skills and tribal
empowerment. The objective must be
nothing less than integrating Bastar
fully into India’s economic mainstream.
Gadehiroli presents another remarkable
opportunity. A district once prominent
on India’s Maoist map is increasingly
appearing on its industrial map, with
iron-ore activity, pelletisation and

powerful: de . democracy
and opportunity.

Thefinal victory over Naxalism will
not be declared when the last insurgent
surrenders. It will be declared when
the young tribal Indian who once had
only the forest, the gun and the threat
of an underground movement before
himinstead has aschool, asmartphone,
askill.a factory job,a business opportunity
and the confidence that his future
belongs not toarevolutionary ideology,
but to a rising India.

Thatisthe India the Dimaagi Naxal
fears most. And that is precisely the
India we must build.

“The writer s national spokesperson of BIP and
acclaimed author.

Protect children without surveilling adults

SHREY MADAAN

ndia’s new stride forasaferinternet

forchildren reflects agreater problem

than their screen time. As

policymakers debate Australia's
age-based restrictions, millions of adult
users could be drawn into a system
designed primarily to protect children.
The challenge is finding a balance
between child safety, privacy and an
open internet without allowing one
problem to create another.

The concerns driving this debate are
valid. Every parent wants their children
to be safer online. Rising cases of
eyberbullying, excessive screen time,
harmful content and greater influence
of social mediaover children have made
child sa top priority for policymakers
around the world.

India’s EconomicSurvey has highlighted
the growing impact of technology
addiction among young people, while
states suchas Karnatakaand the Union
government are considering age-based
restrictions onsocial media. The policy

Crossword | No. 203557

objective s clear: the bigger question is
how the proposed solution will address
the problem without creating new
challenges of its own.

Australia has introduced one of the
world's strictest social media restriction
models, yet early evidence suggests
that significant gaps remain. Surveys
found that around sevenin ten parents
whose children had accounts before
the restrictions reported that their
children still had accounts on major
platformssuchas napchat

verification requirements, policymakers
risk creating a system that pressurizes
without addressing the issues associated
withsocial media. The objective should
therefore be measured by outcomes,
not simply by the existence of new
restriction

India faces a more complicated
challenge. Any nationwide age verification
system would operate at a much larger
scale, requiring platforms to scrutinize
data of millions of users across various
digital platforms. Some propc

This is why several jurisdictions have
started moving beyond blanket bans.
alifornia, forexample, hasintroduced
age-appropriate design standards that
placegreater t 1
to consider the interests ‘md sdmy ul

platforms should be held accountable
thn (hclr pmduc[s fail to prevent
il I

peculiarly suitable for manage-ment by
trusts, provided that there is cumml of the
necessary supplies of coal and ore, and
works can be profitably fused by having
orders carried out at those which are best
adapted for it. If the four countries have
approa mhcd one another so nearly as to
i t of amity is
certainly spreading in that part of Europe.
Until the terms of the combine are known
it cannot be said how it will affect the
English industry or the consumer. At the
moment the British producers are not in a
position to take any action; at the end of
June only furnaces were at work, and the
importation of foreign coal can hardly have
enabled the industry to recover the business
that was coming in before the coal stoppage.

NewsItems

EMPIRE AIR PLAN
PROGRESS

SCHEME NEARING
COMPLETION

(BRITISH OFFICIAL WIRELESS.)
RUGBY, AUG.

THE firstof the four three-engined airliners
now being built for the Imperial Airway:
for the Empire air route connecting Cairo,
Bagdad and India, is approaching completion,
and is to be tested early next month.

These big ‘planes have been specially
designed for operation on desert s
in the Middle East, and owing to thed
of obtaining water, each is fitted with three
BristolJupiter aircooled engines, developing
1.260-horse pu\\u A scheme is in hand for

nts online.
Bul a solution designed for children
should not create unnecessary costs
foreveryone else. Any new rules should

younger users when de

be proy tothe risks involved,

products. Theapproach lhm
online safety cannot be reduced to
deciding who gets access to a platform.
It also depends on the environment
users encounter once they are there.
form

and TikTok. The United Kingdom has
faced similar (,h:l“LngCﬁ wuh users

privacy-preserving verification through

turning to VPN

requi Thes les suggest
that restrictions do little to eradicate
the problem. There’s a reason the
government inclines towards age
restrictions. They providea straightforward
way to show that action is being taken
onaproblem thatis difficult to regulate
atits source. But simplicity should not
beconfused witheffectiveness. Ifyoung
users can work around restrictions
while adult users face additional

DlgILOL er-based age tokens, while
Aadhaar-linked
Whatever model is ultimately adopted.
policymakers should avoid creating a
. - i o

Y age
into identity verification of every user.
Butaccess isonly a part of the problem.
Many online risks to children stem not
just from access but from how these
platforms are designed. Restricting
access without addressing these incentives
riskstreating the symptoms rather than
the underlying problem.

respmlsihili[y, the focus moves away
from restricting users and towards
crcdlmg a salcr dlgl(d] experience.

Pla ilh)m)

oungusers while
the privacy of adults and dvmdmu
burdens that servelittle purpose bey om.\
adding another layer of compliance.
India has positioned itselfas aleader
in digital innovation. Maintaining that
position requires policies that protect
Inerabls without isi
the privacy of millions of users online.
Thetrt of digital success will

should desien child-friendly
allowing parents access to better lools
tosupervisetheir childrenonline. I‘hesc
addresstheunderlying

of online harm without L\lCnLﬁ_ﬂg
identity verification to everyone. This
does not mean the government should
remain passive.

Protecting children online requires
substantial safeguards, and digital

not be how many users verify their age
on social media platforms. It will be
whether India can create a safe digital
environment for children. platforms
hold greater accountability, and parents
are better equipped to guide children
and ensure the internet remains open
and accessible to everyone.

The writer is Indian Policy Associate, Consumer Choice
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12 Old call turns 26/6 wnrker under 2 Colombia greeted facial hair 25 Minimally restrictive
stomach: “At last, traveller focused on (9) interconnected
charge over the (43,5] ) sun (5) 17 Give guns to bone structures
top!” (7) 28 Reoularly mined 3 French man always Rashid to bag (@)

13 Oceanic shocker (7) ocks that in exam to achieve farge ordinary 27 European married in

14 Insignificant lake aeate mgmem highest level Home Counties
@ 5) 27 9) 5)

NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters in the word: iired. (By with The London)

epaper.the:

statesman.com
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al rest-houses at the alighting
places along the route to permit of passengers
travelling from Cairoto India spending three
nights at these points, after flying through
the day-time. The new air service is due to
be opened on January 1, and it will form
another link in the projected ten thousand
miles Empire air route between London and
Australia, the sections from London to
Marseilles and from Melbourne to Caimooweal
being already in regular operation.

EGYPT & THE SUDAN

CHAMBER
RECOMMENDS
A SUBSIDY

CAIRO, AU
THE Finance Commission of the Chamber
has recommended the payment of £75,000
(Egyptian) to the Sudan for the defence
force, to strengthen the permanent bonds
between Egypt and the Sudan.—Reuter.

LAUSANNE INCIDENT

INDIAN PRESS
DELEGATE’S
ILLNESS

LONDON,AUG.

RUSTOM VACHAGANDHY, one of the
Indian Press representatives to the Lausanne
Press Congress, entered a nursing home on

His progress is ver:

Vachagandhy has Ldn(.(.‘lltd all his
arrangements and he will not attend the
World Press Congress but will leave for
India on October 7.—Reuter.







B6 | WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19, 2026

OPINION

0 SOUTH CHINA MORNING POST

EDITORIAL

Consultation on
city’s five-year plan
a valuable exercise

ublic consultations are fundamental to the
P processes of governance in Hong Kong. All of
them are important. But the exercise just
ahead of the next month of
lhe cuy s first five-year plan has to be one of the most
What sets the proposed blueprint apart, in
addition to being the first of s kind, is that it will align
local development with and seize opportunities arising
from the 15th national five-year plan. The consultation
engaged the public - individuals and sectoral and
institutional stakeholders - in a dialogue to help shape
the blueprint that will take the city and its people to a
new stage of development.

Going by the number of participants and analysis of
submissions, the consultation was an effective exercise,
wuh an official noting general support for more focused

i mln national and the strategic

i sectors. fully it will also
address deepsmted problems and the cha]]enges that
lie ahead.

Secretary for Constitutional and Mainland Affairs
Janice Tse Siu-wa said there were more than 16,000
submissions, including over 12,000 from individuals
that focused on livelihood issues, and the rest from
organisations, such as political parties, think tanks,
academic groups, chambers of commerce and the like.
She described the blueprint as “a milestone in public
administration” and said it would include binding and
predictive targets, reflecting the design of the country’s
15th five-year plan.

A five-year plan can set the scene for more forward-
thinking planning by society and the government, by
creating a framework for devising strategic priorities
and delivery targets. The government’s consultation
paper covers ﬁnance and trade, innovation and

and socm] the
Northern p regional
and the integrated developmenl of sports, cullure
tourism and green living.

The aim is to better leverage Hong Kong's strengths,
such as being an international hub for finance and
trade, an innovation and technology centre and a core
engine in the Greater Bay Area.

Tse said analysis of the public submissions by
artificial intelligence (AI) showed that respondents
generally supported Hong Kong’s integration into
national development in a more targeted manner,
including cultivating emerging sectors with strategic
values and leveraging the strengths of Hong Kong's
professional services. They also suggested that Hong
Kong should accelerate its development as an

and gy hub, and i its
positioning as an imemauunal financial centre.

Many submissions also supported accclerau.ng the

lop of the Northern P
particularly by pooling resources to advance the
university town and Hong Kong Park within the Hetao
Shenzhen-Hong Kong Science and Technology
Innovation Cooperation Zone in the Lok Ma Chau Loop.

References to the five-year plan are not confined to
views collected by the consultation. They are now to be
found in the daily government, corporate and social
narrative. For example, Cyberport chairman Simon
Chan Sai-ming at the weekend said the fintech hub was
positioning itself as a key driver in the inaugural
five-year plan by pushing Al development as a pillar
industry, expanding talent training and improving
cross-border data governance.

In another example, speaking at a symposium to
mark National Ecology Day on Saturday, Deputy Chief
Secretary Warner Cheuk Wing-hing said Hong Kong's
first five-year plan would advance measures to protect
the 1t is being d to align with
the national 15th five-year plan's policy direction to cut
carbon emissions, reduce pollution and pursue green
development. Meanwhile, social policy experts have
called for a population policy that addresses ageing, in
line with the national five-year plan, and there have
been suggestions from the media industry for the
building of a healthier media ecosystem amid rapid
changes and technological disruption.

These are just a few examplm of how i u-uuauves

by the d plan and the il
can drive more focused, integrated development. It is
good that the chief executive will deliver his policy
address in September instead of October to enable
quick action on the five-year plan.
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HK needs 2049 goals
for its five-year plans

Rather than another slogan or an exhaustive list of targets, the city requires a shared
long-term vision of what it should stand for at the centenary of the People’s Republic

ong Kong is formulating its

first five-year plan for

economic and social
development. Such plans are likely
to become a regular feature of
governance, and will shape how the
city allocates land, builds housing
and infrastructure, develops
industries, trains talent and
improves public services. They can
also give government departments
a common frame for action, rather
than leaving them to operate in
separate silos.

Yet successive five-year plans
should do more than set medium-
term priorities. They should point
towards a common destination, so
that each plan becomes one stage in
a longer journey. The question is
not only what Hong Kong should do
in the next five years, but what kind
of city it seeks to become over the
next two decades.

Hong Kong can learn from
Beijing’s approach to planning.
China has set out clear milestones:
by 2035, it aims to basically realise
socialist modernisation; by the
middle of this century - coinciding
with the 2049 centenary of the
People’s Republic - it aims to build
a great modern socialist country in
all respects and achieve national
rejuvenation. These goals give
China’s five-year plans a wider
purpose and a direction of travel.

Hong Kong should develop a
comparable sense of strategic
clarity. This does not mean
producing another long policy
blueprint packed with targets,
budgets and metrics. It means
articulating a long-term mission
statement that explains what the
city seeks to become and why.

A 2049 horizon would be a
natural one: it would align with a

These are mission objectives, not
a mission statement. They identify
the economic functions at which
Hong Kong seeks to excel, but they
do not explain the public purpose
those functions are meant to serve.
A city needs more than a list of the
roles it plays for the world; it needs
to define what success means for its
people, and what kind of society
that success is intended to sustain.

Economic strength is
indispensable, but it cannot be the
whole measure of a city’s success.
The city should ensure that the
benefits of growth are widely
shared and translate into a future in
which young people can see a place
for themselves.

e 66 o

A 2049 horizon
would be a
natural one: it
would align with
a major national
milestone

Hong Kong should be judged not
only by global rankings, market

private capital. It would simply
provide a common framework so
that businesses, investors,
policymakers and residents
understand the outcomes the city is
striving for: opportunity, openness,
trust, innovation and livability.

Such a mission must be
grounded in the city’s
to China’s development. Since
reform and opening up, Hong Kong
and the mainland have become
deeply interconnected through
trade, investment and finance.
China’s rise has expanded the
market, capital base and global
reach to which Hong Kong can
contribute; Hong Kong adds value
through its global connectivity,
professional capabilities, financial
depth and institutional strengths.

Helping China advance its
long-term growth and international
engagement is therefore not only a
matter of national contribution. It is
also central to Hong Kong’s
prosperity and relevance.

A 2049 horizon matters because
it forces a longer view. Discussion
about Hong Kong’s future beyond
2047 will continue, but a civic
mission need not anticipate or settle
constitutional questions. Its
purpose is to express the kind of
city Hong Kong seeks to remain and
become: internationally connected,
economically dynamic, socially

n, cargo or and capable of
the number of corporate contributing to both China and the
headquarters, but also by whether  world.
prosperity strengthens trust, Next year's 30th anniversary of
diversity and social cohesion. Hong Kong's return to the

Hong Kong used similar motherland offers a suitable

language in its long-term spatial to begin that
strategy, Hong Kong 2030 Plus It among government, business,

a “liveable, i iversities, young
and sustainable Asia’s World City",  people and community groups. The
a formulation that recognises that aim should not be another slogan

major national mil

Under national planning, the city
is supported in strengthening its
status as an international financial,
shipping and trade centre, and an
aviation hub. It is also developing as
an innovation and technology
centre, a regional intellectual
property trading centre, an East-
meets-West centre for cultural
exchange, and an Asia-Pacific centre
for dispute-resolution services.

environmental quality and everyday
life are inter

or an exhaustive list of targets. It
shnu]d be a shared long-term

remains principally a framewurk for
land, infrastructure and the built
environment. A citywide mission
would need to go further.

This would not mean that Hong
Kong is embracing a planned
economy. A city-level mission
would not require the government
to pick winning industries or direct

against which successive
five-year plans can be tested.

The central question is
straightforward: what should Hong
Kong stand for in 2049?

Jun Yu (JY) Chan is a partner at Wings
Capital Ventures, where he invests in
early-stage fintech and Al start-ups

across Hong Kong and Southeast Asia

Jun Yu Chan

Rethink outdoor
heat gauge index

Despite record-breaking
temperatures, the Labour
Department’s Heat Stress at Work
Warning system remained at the
lowest level of amber on August 9.
The reason for this absurdity is the
use of the Hong Kong Heat Index
(HKHI) in determining the
threshold for issuing the three
levels of warning - amber at 30, red
at 32 and black at 34.

The HKHI was developed
through research by the Hong Kong
Observatory and Chinese University
as an indicator of the risk of
emergency hospital admission for
the public. The Wet Bulb Globe
Temperature (WBGT), on the other
hand, is widely used around the
world to assess heat exposure at
work, including by international
standard 1SO 7243.

Both the HKHI and WBGT utilise
the same three primary
measurements: natural wet-bulb
temperature (Tnw), globe
thermometer temperature (Tg) and
dry-bulb or ordinary air
temperature (Ta). Following
physical principles, natural wet-
bulb temperature is always lower
than air temperature, except when
relative humidity reaches 100 per
cent. The globe thermometer, which
measures solar radiation, almost
always shows a higher reading than
air temperature for outdoor
environments in the daytime.

The HKHI is calculated using the
weightings of 0.8, 0.05 and 0.1 for
Tnw, Tg and Ta, while the
corresponding weightings for the
WBGT are 0.7, 0.2 and 0.1.
Mathematically, an HKHI reading
will tend to be lower than a
corresponding WBGT reading.

LETTERS

Share your views with us and other
SCMP readers in a Letter to the Editor.
Include your full name and address,
plus a phone number for verification.
Please keep your letter to
amaximum of 400 words.

Email us at

Address: 19/F, Tower One,
Times Square, 1 Matheson Street,
Causeway Bay. Hong Kong.

Three former directors of the
Observatory have openly objected
to the use of the HKHI in assessing
heat stress among outdoor workers,
as the original research focused on
health outcomes among the general
public.

Many recommend using the
‘WBGT instead. Some countries
using the WBGT as the heat
indicator for workers have set 28
degrees Celsius as the starting point
for preventive action.

The Labour Department should
take heed.

Dr Ignatius Yu, chairman, Hong Kong
Workers' Health Centre

Use new tech for documents and collusion - what
residents most want explained - in
probe documents % documents.
Nor is that all. In asking Al to
read every document, we found
The Independent Committee on the  evidence of collusion (such as oral
‘Wang Fuk Court fire has publi: in that
a large body of material - witness never use the word and are
hearing transcripts, invisible to keyword search. Every
expert reports and photographs. Its ~ document is public, but the
website orders them by the questions people ask are the ones
sequence of the committee’s work,  the archive makes hardest to
not the tasks outlined in its terms of ~ answer.
reference. Journalists and members To help readers answer them, we
of the public seeking evidence on have built a free bilingual site
sprinkler failure or tender i ( k port.si
must wade through page after page.  hk). Each document has a page with
To test whether the material a summary, key points and a link to
could be made navigable, we used the original PDF; an interactive map

artificial intelligence (AI) tools: a
web crawler collected every
document from the site, and large
language models read, summarised
and tagged each against the tasks
outlined in the terms of reference.
The results are striking: 243
documents, 6,377 pages, 1.9 million
words and roughly 1800
meaningful photographs and
diagrams. Yet the material is
unevenly distributed: supervision
and responsibilities come up in 192
documents, adequacy of laws in 77

Construction workers feel the heat in Hong Kong. Photo: Sam Tsang,

shows how the documents relate to
each task; and full-text search
spans all 243 documents.

We urge the independent
committee to reconsider its
approach and adopt new
technologies to present its findings
in a more accessible manner.

Wenyun Fu and Simon Wang,
Kowloon Tong

Sound leadership
needed to end war

1t's about time that the United
States and Iran settled matters with
genuine intent. It's like Tom and
Jerry right now with their
announcements. Real leaders would
not allow any of this, nor threaten
others who have an equal right to
life. We shouldn’t be teaching our
children that war is a necessary
course of action. Good leaders
would be able to resolve crises, but
where are they?

Rishi Teckchandani, Mid-Levels
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Overcapacity angst

misses the real issue

If Chinese factories can produce more cheaply thanks to better batteries, automation

and supply chains, maybe older Western plants are no longer economically viable

eijing has spent the past
B month attempting to turn

one of the West’s sharpest
economic accusations back on
itself. On July 28, the Ministry of
Commerce rejected the link
between subsidies, weak domestic
demand and Chinese overcapacity,
arguing China's export strength
reflected innovation and economies
of scale. Last week, a People’s Daily
commentary went further, calling
claims that state subsidies caused
China’s industrial overcapacity a
deliberate smear.

Beijing’s rhetoric is escalating
because the overcapacity issue is
increasingly used to justify tariffs,
investigations and efforts to shield
strategic industries from Chinese
competition. However, treating
overcapacity as largely a numbers
problem oversimplifies the issue.

Imagine the world buys 100
million cars annually and has
factories capable of producing
exactly that amount. Then a new
production system emerges that
can manufacture another 30 million
cars more cheaply. Demand
remains unchanged, leaving
capacity at 130 million cars.

There are now 30 million units
too many, but that conclusion does
not tell us why they exist. If the new
factories survive only because
governments absorb their losses,
perhaps they should never have
been built. If they are cheaper
because they use better batteries,
automation and denser supply
chains, perhaps older factories are
no longer economically viable. The
measurement is identical, yet the
diagnosis is different.

What makes China unusual is
that this spare capacity coexists
with cost advantages. Chinese
battery packs were around 30 per
cent cheaper than those in North
America and 35 per cent cheaper
than in Europe in 2025. China also
produced 16 million electric vehicles
(EVs) last year, nearly three-quarters
of global output. Its production
exceeded domestic EV demand, but
more importantly, Chinese
consumers are choosing domestic
vehicles over foreign ones.

China can therefore have too
many EV factories and still be better
at making EVs. This does not mean
every factory is efficient or that
every one should exist. China’s own

losses is not evidence of industrial
strength. It is deferred closure.

Technological progress can
create excess. New productive
capacity can appear faster than old
capacity disappears. Factories come
attached to workers, suppliers, bank
loans, pension obligations and
entire communities. A superior
production process can emerge
within years; the industrial system
it displaces can take decades to
unwind.

For a period, both can coexist.
Creative destruction creates
overcapacity before it creates
destruction.

The car industry has seen this
before. By 1989, Japanese plants
required just 16.8 labour hours to
assemble a vehicle, compared with
25.1 hours for American producers
and 36.2 in Europe. Detroit did not
disappear overnight. Instead came
idle factories, political backlash and
voluntary restrictions on

sense. The more vulnerable
capacity could instead be an older
plant elsewhere that has lost its
competitiveness.

The same test should apply
everywhere. The issue is not
whether a factory received
government support; industrial
policy has returned across other
major economies. It is whether that
support creates productive
capability capable of standing on its
own.
Would the factory have been
built if capital was priced properly?
Can it earn a sustainable return?
Are consumers choosing its
products? If not, capacity could
have been misallocated. The
incumbent deserves the same
scrutiny: would an older factory
remain viable without tariffs,
subsi or other protection?

The same tariff can therefore
perform two different functions.

auto exports.

,,,,,, 66 ...

Would an older
Jactory remain
viable without
tariffs, subsidies
or other
protection?

Against p

artificially below cost, it can correct
a distortion. Against a structurally
more efficient competitor, it buys an
incumbent time to catch up. That
can still be justified by concerns
over employment, national security
or supply-chain resilience, but there
is a difference between buying time
for an industry to adapt and paying
indefinitely to prevent it from
adapting.

Industrial progress has always
involved duplication and failure.
New technologies attract too much
capital and too many competitors
because nobody knows beforehand
which model will prevail. Some
i should never have

manufacturers built factories in the
United States, Western carmakers
adopted lean production techniques
and inefficient plants were closed or
retooled. What initially appeared as
a trade imbalance was also a
productivity shock forcing an older
industrial system to adapt.

China might now be triggering a
similar adjustment. German car
exports to China fell by about a
third last year, while Chinese car
production surpassed 30 million.
This is not simply Chinese exports
displacing European cars overseas.
Chinese manufacturers are
increasingly displacing foreign
competitors inside their own
market.

If a Chinese factory produces an

p against
implicitly acknowledges that

qr vehicle more cheaply
because its supply chain is denser,

been made. The problem begins
when failed experiments are never
allowed to end.

China undoubtedly has factories
that fall into that category. So do
other industrial economies. As
other governments subsidise
semiconductors, batteries, clean
energy and advanced
manufacturing, the world will
almost certainly build more
capacity than it immediately needs.

The difficult question will not be
whether excess capacity exists. It
will be determining which factories
represent waste and which are
making yesterday’s factories
obsolete.

A utilisation rate can tell us that
a factory is idle. It cannot tell us
whether it is the wrong factory.
Overcapacity is a measurement.

its ‘hines are more prod

The di is is why that capacity

price wars and local government
incentives can keep weak firms
alive. A factory sustained
indefinitely by cheap credit and

and its technology is better
integrated, closing it merely
because global production exceeds
demand makes little economic

exists and whether it still should.

Jeffrey Wu is a director at MindWorks
Capital

Jeffrey Wu

Illustration: Henry Wong
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Silicon Valley,
which previously
exerted limited
influence,
swapped roles
with Wall Street

Why China’s
systems work
better than US

A writer and a businessman explain
how the rise of oligarchs crippled
America’s capability to compete

o one really knows who will

ultimately win. Perhaps

that's not even the right
question. But it seems clear that
China's operating systems are
currently working better than those
of the US.

Contrast the Chinese state's
control of the tech and financial
sectors with the United States,
where the situation is reversed.

In 2007-08, unfettered financial capitalism almost
caused the collapse of the US economy and triggered
the global financial crisis. Wall Street’s political
influence waned as a result, and globalisation stalled.

Instead, Silicon Valley, which previously exerted
limited influence, swapped roles with Wall Street -
meaning that billionaire tech bros now enjoy
disproportionate power over Washington.

Pankaj Mishra, one of India’s finest writers,
contrasts China’s treatment of its billionaire class with
the US" “They arrived at, in retrospect, a profound
wisdom - that you need to unleash certain
entrepreneurial energies,” he said about China ina
recent interview with Novara Media.

“At the same time, you need to exert very careful
control over this very different system of capitalism.
And that you cannot let the capitalists form a kind of
unaccountable oligarchy, which is what has happened
in many Western European countries, and of course,
notoriously, in the United States.”

That's why “China is a much more coherent
nation-state today than just about any nation-state in
the world”, he argued.

In contrast, the US' elite now operates without

i ility. Deve in the US
economy “landed us now with this sort of semi-
criminal class of oligarchs - letely
politically more and more deranged, if you look at
people like Elon Musk or Sam Altman”, Mishra said.

This “unaccountable political class” is taken with
neo-fascist ideas, which “we see very clearly in the
political preferences of America’s business elite, the
way they've all sort of swung behind [Donald] Trump
so quickly”.

The Western economies’ ideological obsessions
ironically led them here. As Mishra pointed out,

ideological i ication with i ism, the steady

P ‘ment of a globalised class of ional

i akind of of the ec a
took away the West's traditional advantages, leaving
disenfranchised and pauperised populations that are
more susceptible to extremist politics than ever.

As China pragmatically pushes ahead, the West is
looking at “profound inequality, an incredibly angry
p ion, and far-right who ... want to
distract people from the overwhelming failure of their
economic system and want to blame trans people, want
to blame migrants, they want to blame everything
except the people who've brought us to this sorry
mess”,

Meanwhile, David Heacock,
founder and CEO of Filterbuy, one
of America’s largest air filter
manufacturers, explains why
having outsourced its industrial
capacities, it's extremely difficult for
the US to rebuild them.

“To understand why we're in
this mess, you need to understand a
30-year decision America made,
one cheap T-shirt at a time,” he said
on his own YouTube channel.
“America didn't lose manufacturing
in one big moment. We lostitina
million small ones.”

This worked in the short term, but not any more.
“Every time we offshored a product, we didn't just lose
the factory, we lost the engineers who knew how to
build the machines, the suppliers who made the parts,
and the raw material processors. The whole system
went with it,” he said. “And once a system like that dies,
it doesn’t just come back overnight. It takes decades or
generations to rebuild ... This is a story about what
happens when an entire country optimises for the next
quarter instead of the next 20 years ... America forgot
how to make its own stuff.”

On the other hand, China strategically builds up its
own industrial ecosystems and entire supply chains.
“China is a competence factory. American capability
has slowly disappeared. Not just the labour. the
machinery, the engineering knowledge, the supplier
base, all of those things,” he said.

“China’s real advantage isn't cheap labour ... The
reason Chinese companies can move that fast isn't
magic. The tooling supplier is already there. The raw
material supplier is nearby. The machine shop is just
across the street. Everybody is used to moving quickly
together. In Shenzhen, every component you could
possibly need is within a 50-mile drive.

“In America, your nearest supplier might be in a
different state or a different country altogether
oftentimes. What scares me is not that China works
cheaper. What scares me is that they built a system
optimised for industrial learning speed.”

This is what's keeping American business owners
up at night, he said. “Every cycle, [the Chinese] get a
little bit better. And those cycles compound ...
Manufacturing isn't a factory, it's a living system, and
living systems compound.”

Alex Lo

Alex Lo has been a South China Morning Post columnist
since 2012, commenting on China and international affairs.
He is also a member of the editorial writing team
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To be successful in politics, you need to
attract allies and build coalitions. That’s
basicstuff.

The Chicago Teachers Union longago
refashioned itself as a political power
player and at its peak in 2023 managed
to get one of its own, former CTU orga-
nizer Brandon Johnson, elected mayor of
Chicago.

But now? As Johnson weighs whether
to run for a second term in next year’s
election, CTU is seeing former friends
and allies either become enemies or
distance themselves from the union’s
pressure tactics and recklessness. In other
words, it's doing precisely the opposite of
what one needs to do to be successful in
politics.

The clearest example of CTU failing
towin friends and influence people is its
ongoing feud with Local 73 of the Service
Employees International Union over who
gets torepresent various non-teaching
employees of Chicago Public Schools. Once
the two were staunch allies and both played
major roles in getting Johnson elected.

Now, they’re backing different candi-
dates for Chicago school board president in
the city’s first-ever election of that posi-
tion. You can read the views on CPS’ budget
ofall five candidates for board president,
including CTU-endorsed Hilario Domin-
guez and SETU-endorsed Jessica Biggs,
today in our pages.

EDITORIALS
The growing political isolation
of the Chicago Teachers Union

But don't overlook the endorsement
Monday of Gov. JB Pritzker by the Illinois
Education Association, the state’s largest
teachers union.

CTU s part of the other major umbrella
group for teachers, the Illinois Federation
of Teachers. And CTU and IFT have been
hammering away at Pritzker for question-
ing their demand for $150 million in imme-
diate funds to stave off layoffs and furloughs
Chicago Public Schools otherwise will
have to impose to balance its budget for the
comingschool year. CTU and IFT haven’t
endorsed Pritzker’s reelection bid amid
their pressure campaign.

No such qualms for IEA, whose member-
ship is dominated by suburban teachers
‘whereas a third of IFT’s membership are
Chicago teachers. Stacy Davis Gates is pres-
ident both of CTU and the IFT.

IEA President Karl Goeke took pains to
say that his organization’s backing of Pritz-
ker didn’t mean it was “at odds” with Davis
Gates and the IFT. Of the push for $150
million more to Chicago Public Schools,
he said, “I don’t know enough about that to
comment.”

Perhaps Goeke has been on along vaca-
tion, but — especially if public education
is your business — you'd have to have been
living under the proverbial rock not to be
up tospeed on the Chicago school board’s
vote late last month to leave a $150 million
hole in its budget and expect Springfield to

plugit.

So we'll surmise that IEA doesn’t plan
to join Davis Gates’ latest effort to bully
Springfield into shoveling more cash at the
bloated Chicago school system.

Speaking of bullying, CTU on Monday
filed a defamation lawsuit against the Illi-
nois Policy Institute, a frequent critic of
Davis Gates and the union. Named in the
complaint was IPI Vice President Austin
Berg, who has broken much reporting
ground on CTU’s fraught relations with
some of its own members and has been an
articulate voice on television, podcasts and
radio on the politics of public education in
Chicago. The final defendant is the Liberty
Justice Center, a nonprofit legal outfit with
alibertarian point of view.

AmongIPT’s allegedly defamatory
actions was to use the word “toxic” to

I Tud

inthe city of Chicago. The idea that a think
tank sitting somewhat right of center is
“defaming” such a powerful player by using
aword well within the confines of political
discourse is farcical.

Not to mention the obvious fact that
Davis Gates herself throws lots of verbal
sharp elbows at her political opponents and
is hardly some shrinking violet. Her barbs
have been directed our way at times, and
we have no problem with that. Comes with
the territory. The same territory that CTU
itself inhabits.

But, of course, this lawsuit is designed to
intimidate.

All-important school board elections are
happening in November. IPI proved itself
tobe an effective source of information
on the stances of candidates in the 2024
board elecnons that elected 10 members,

1

describe some of CTUs t

all21 ) are

the union’s misguided push to make May
1an unscheduled school holiday to enable
students to join teachers in protesting for
(you guessed it) more cash from Springfield
— acampaign that CPS CEO Macquline
King thankfully resisted.

The complaint cites a couple of other
instances of IPT's use of the word toxic to
describe Davis Gates and the CTU.

Last we checked, the First Amendment
right to free speech still exists in this coun-
try. And last we checked CTU was arguably
the mostinfluential political organization

on the ballot tl-us time around. Cowing IPT
into muzzling itself during this important
period no doubt is a goal.

It’s tactics like these that help isolate
CTU and alienate the union, even from its
organized-labor friends. CTU is trying to
have it both ways — to be a political mover-
and-shaker while claiming it should be
immune to public eriticism because all it’s
trying todo is represent its members.

Most ordinary Chicagoans, we trust, see
through this attempt at changing the narra-
tive.

Free Illinois tollways?

The Illinois Tollway board, which meets
today, is expected to green-light a steep
increase in tolls.

How steep? The average increase in each
toll being contemplated is 45 cents, which
onsome legs of Illinois’ network of toll
roads will literally double the cost.

What’s worse for drivers is that the
proposal also would put toll hikes on
auto-pilot, with increases coming every
two years startingin 2029.

lican gubernatorial
Darren Bailey is pitching something wildly
different: an end to tolls. Altogether.

It’s a great populist pain point to press on.
It’s hard to imagine anyone would be upset
notto pay tolls anymore.

And yet most of us understand that
there’s no such thingas a free lunch. How
in the world could such a thing be possible?

Tolls are projected to generate about $1.7
billion this year. The point of that money is
to maintain the toll roads. Doing away with
tolls would mean maintenance of the roads
would have to come from some other fund-
ing source.

Bailey has offered the beginnings of an
answer. His plan calls for stopping new
borrowing, paying down the toll authority’s
existing debt and ultimately eliminating
tolls. His campaign also has suggested redi-
recting money now spent on Chicago-area
mass transit to maintain the roads.

But we need more on how the math
would actually work. How much money
‘would be redirected? How quickly could
more than $7 billion in existing debt be
retired? And once tolls disappear, how will
the state pay to maintain and rebuild nearly
300 miles of roadway?

To win as a Republican in Illinois, you
have to convince enough centrists and
Democrats that you possess not only
common sense, but real, workable plans.

These are the folks Bailey is likely target-
ing with his focus on the Illinois Tollway,
realizing many of those affected by these
hikes — both the immediate one and future
increases —reside in the suburbs.

His opponent, Gov. JB Pritzker, who
signed the transit package that paved the
way for the coming increases, has written
off Bailey’s idea as “unrealistic”

“He believes that magic beans can take
care of everything,” Pritzker said.

If Bailey wants his campaign taken seri-
ously, he’'ll have to be able to answer that
criticism with amaterial plan.

Yes, tolls are high, as we've argued before.

did

Show us the math, Darren Bailey. But keep the conversation going

Still, we also appreciate the value of math,
and if the money’s got to come from some-
where, we would like to understand the
source and how it'll work. As far as taxation
goes, user fees — like road tolls — are about
asgood as it gets, because the cost applies
directly to the person benefiting from a
service, rather than tapping people who
rarely drive on the toll roads.

The problem in Illinois, of course, is the
body of work. Tolls don’t exist in isola-
tion, and they’re hardly the only tax or fee
drivers face. Our state gas tax stands at 48.3
cents per gallon, and it’s set to go up again

T©
BE FAIR,
WE NEVER
SAID WHICH
\73...

on Jan. 1,2027. The increase initially was
supposed to take effect this summer, but
was delayed as a form of “taxpayer relief” —
albeit only 1.3 cents per gallon, or just a few
bucks over the course of the six-month gas
tax hike delay. Meanwhile, Indiana went
considerably further, temporarily suspend-
ing its fuel use and excise taxes. Turns out it
helps to have your finances in order.

Many of these drivers are homeowners
waiting on their property tax bills to arrive,
whenever that finally happens.

So when those drivers hear about a toll
hike, it’s another chunk out of their pocket-

SCOTT STANTIS/FOR THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE

book. Itall starts to add up.

To that end, Bailey certamly has struck
achord, and there are many people across
the state looking for someone to champion
taxrelief.

Reliefwithout a plan never ends up last-
mglong, and tends to end up making the
pain worse in the long run.

‘We encourage Bailey to keep beating the
drum on affordability, shifting the conver-
sation toward tax cuts and spending reform
— but to do that effectively, we'll need more
details on the roadmap to make that possi-
ble.

ON THIS DAY 81 YEARS AGO THE CHOICE AHEAD

To avery large degree the war merely imposed amora-
torium upon the fundamental domestic problems with
which the New Deal was never able to cope. The war expe-
rience contributed nothing to the solution of these prob-
lems, altho some New Dealers are talking as if it did.

The administration’s great fear, of course, is unemploy-
ment. ... The dilemma of the New Dealers is how to main-
tain this war time employment and income and to increase
itin order to make allowance for more than 12 million men
and women now in service, without the help of awar.

Before congress adjourned Aug. 1 Sen. Barkley outlined
the New Deal program for peace. ... Then Sen. Taft, as
chairman of the Republican steering committee, told

be avoided.

Inbrief, the New Deal program would let loose a flood
of government spending at any time that forecasts indicate
private enterprise cannot supply jobs for the total avail-
able labor force. Itis provided that all workers must have
“remunerative jobs” ...

Together with this general program the New Deal would
establish a system of state medicine; would go into public
housing on an enormous scale; ... and would resume its war
upon business under the pretext of fighting monopolies
and cartels. ...

Mr. Taft, of course, did not indulge in this sort of billings-
gate. He outlined a program which will preserve the

the views of the opposition. The choi d to the
nation is plain. If the New Deal program prevails it is hard
to see how the Republic can survive or a totalitarian state

blic and achieve a prosperity utterly different from
the ephemeral sort envisioned by the New Dealers. He
rejected, first, all the easy, spendthrift plans of the New

Deal which never, in 12 years, achieved their purpose. With
equal insistence he demanded the removal of war time
controls.

“Maximum employment and maximum business activ-
ity,” said Mr. Taft, “can only be secured by employment in
private enterprise. ... The most necessary step to restoring
prosperity is to restore freedom to individuals and to busi-
ness. You can’t expect free enterprise to work unless it is
free”.

Thatis exactly what the New Dealers are inviting in
their post- war program| for the nation. ... It would be a
calamity of uni proportions ifthi t
having fought and won a great war to preserve its hbertv,
should surrender unconditionally now that peace has
returned. ...

Tribune editorial board, Aug. 19,1945
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OPINION

What do the candidates for school board
president think of the CPS budget?

Editor’s note: The Chicago
Board of Education passed a $9.96
billion budget on July 30, which
included a last-minute amend-
ment that anticipates $150 million
in state funding. This amendment
prevented the district from imple-
menting layoffs, department cuts
and aspending freeze.

Now that this controversial
budget has been approved, what
must Chicago Public Schools do
now? Chicago Tribune Opinion
asked each candidate running for
school board president to respond
tothis question. Below are their
answers, which have been edited
for length and clarity.

I RAN A SCHOOL ON MONEY
THAT NEVER CAME

1In 2016, when I was principal at
Burke Elementary, I builta school
year around dollars the state had
not committed. That was not my
choice. Illinois had gone years

‘without passing abudget, and CPS

builtits plan on money it assumed
Springfield would eventually
send. So Thired the teachers that

CPS told me I could, and when the

money did not come, the debt was
paid by my students, my families
and my teachers.

Thad tolook at people who had
built something around a promise
and tell them it was gone. It broke
my heart, and it made me angry.

Ithought about that on July
30, when the CPS board voted
toamend its budget to include
$150 million from the state that
it has not committed to CPS.

Not delayed. Not pending. Not
committed. No bill, no vote, no
signature. On paper only, the gap
closed.

Ivoted no. CEO Macquline
Kingand her team had brought
this board abalanced budget that
lived within what this district
actually has. What the board
passed instead manufactured a
crisis. This board majority has
done this before, attempting to
max out the district’s credit cards
in 2025 with a $300 million oper-
atingloan that I opposed. Every
dollar of interest is a dollar that
never reaches a classroom. And if
Springfield does not provide the
phantom funds to cover the gap,
the bill arrives midyear and lands
where it landed at Burke.

Kingand her team deserve real
credit for what has happened
since. Rather than forcing every
principal and Local School
Council to reopen budgets they
had already painstakingly built,
she held those budgets in place
and matched impacted teachers
against needs principals them-
selves identified, in record time.
But thatis a rescue, not a plan,
and you cannot run a district on
rescues.

Service Employees Interna-
tional Union Local 73 has asked
the 11 board members who
voted to pass this amendment
to produce a concrete plan for
protecting CPS schools and work-
ers. They are right to ask.

That is why I will lead the
process to develop a substan-
tive five-year plan to steady this
district’s finances, built with
labor, parents, educators, commu-
nity and civic orgamzanons, and
elected officials in Chicago and
Springfield.

Students and teachers deserve
to know that their school year
will not be upended by areckless
showdown they had no partin
creating.

— Jessica Biggs

THIS BUDGET
IS NOT BALANCED

AsThave done work on the
Board of Education, my North
Star is simple: Does this help our
children? Passing abudget that
relies on money we do not have
hurts our children. It creates
uncertainty for the very students,
families, educators and school
communities we are supposed to
protect.

Eleven board members passed
abudget for CPS that assumes
an extra $150 million in state
revenue that currently does not
exist. Despite their rhetoric that
this budget is balanced, it is not.
Assuming phantom revenue, with
plans to spend it, is not a balanced
budget. This budgetisillegal and
sets the district up for the very
real potential of midyear cuts and
layoffs.

Chicago Public Schools Board of Education President Sean B. Harden, center, presides over a board meeting at CPS headquarters onJuly 30 in
Chicago. JOHN J. KIM/CHICAGO TRIBUNE PHOTOS

VOTING INDIVIDUAL RESULT

VOTING VOTING

Atally of votes for a proposed budget is displayed during a Chicago Board of Education meeting at Chicago Public
Schools headquarters on July 30 in Chicago. The proposed budget passed by an 11-7 vote with one abstention.

about its spending. In the near
term, CPS must scrutinize every
contract, every dollar spent and
everyadditional cost to program-
ming, knowing that money is not
coming from Springfield. We need
to brace for the inevitable midyear
cuts due to this fiscal malpractice
by the board members who voted
forit.

1and other members were
in Springfield during this past
session advocating for more
funding. Gov. JB Pritzker and
the General Assembly increased
education spending, The board
should have seen this as progress
tobuild onin the future. Instead,
the 11 who passed this budget
have hurt our finances and eroded
any goodwill with our partners
in Springfield. In my conversa-
tion with legislators following
this vote, T have assured them that
despite this vote, after this upcom-
ingelection, there will be more
partners like me ready to work
with them when it comes to CPS.

AsTlook to the future of this
board and how I plantolead as
president of the Chicago Board
of Education, my priorities on
finances are the following —
advocate for responsible revenue,
decrease our debt service and
‘have the hard conversations about
the structural deficits CPS faces.

This is hard work. There will be
tough decisions. But I will never
shy away from hard work.
— Jennifer Custer

SCHOOL BOARD DEMANDS
ACCOUNTABILITY

The recently passed budget
marked the first time in my life-
time the board voted to refuse our
legislature’s habit of shortchang-
ing students. Instead, they finally
demanded accountability on
behalfof CPS fanuhes

Thisis not ible gover-
nance, nor is it in line with
the fiduciary responsibility of
board members to the taxpay-
ersand district. Idonot support
the actions of my fellow board
members and worry deeply
about the impact it will have on
the district not only this current
school year but also in the years to
come.

Because of this reckless behav-
ior, CPS mustbe very careful

dingunder 7% of what
the state owes our students, the
board reversed permanent harm
and put us on the strongest footing
for the school year ahead.

‘While Jessica Biggs and Jenni-
fer Custer voted to lay off more
than 2,000 teachers, librarians,
clinicians and classroom assis-
tants, an 11-to-7 majority voted
the other way. Despite my oppo-
nents’ warnings that the sky was
falling, CPS leadership is embrac-

ing the vote, implementing the
staffing change and calling for
anall-hands-on-deck push on
Springfield.

The vote exposed what even the
Tribune Editorial Board admitted:
“There’s no way to solve (CPS’)
problems solely through school
closures anyway. Some help from
the state always was going to have
to be part of the solution.” It also
exposed my opponents’ pledges
of “full funding” and “a quality
school in every neighborhood” as
platitudes without a plan — which
is likely why Custer voted no
and Biggs skipped voting to puta
millionaires tax to fund schools on
this fall’s ballot.

There’s a Spanish saying: “Dime
con quién andasy te diré quién
eres” — “Tell me who you walk
with, and I will tell you who you
are” 'm worried the patrons
board members have chosen —
the same ones vowing to spend
endlessly to prevent me from
beingelected — are also prevent-
ing them from doing their duty to
our students.

To lead a district receiving only
70% ofits funding, leaders must
be advocates for school commu-
nities, not just administrators of
cuts. I saw that in practice in the
days before the vote, when I testi-
fied to Cook County about the cost
of their delays. The commission-
ersechoed the urgency, supported
adding CPS to the county’s no-in-
terestloan program and moved
money shortly after — changing
the math for our students.

Underfundingis not inevi-
table. It is optional. What must
happen next s for all of us to
roll up our sleeves and treat the
underfunding of our students’
education like the five-alarm fire
itis. The speaker is on board, the
Senate president is on board, our
district’s CEO is on board and the
governor has said he’s open and
interested. One hundred percent
of those running to lead our
district should be too.

— Hilario Dominguez

BUDGET REVEALS
CPS’PRIORITIES

The board has approved a
budget, but passinga budget and
solving a budget crisis are two
different things.

CPS budgets are more than
accounting documents. They
are policy documents that reveal
an institution’s priorities more
clearly than public statements
ever can. Every spending decision
signals what CPS values. Every
delayed decision carries real
consequences for students, teach-
ers, parents and taxpayers.

The passed budget should allow
the school year to begin. The real
question is whether it provides
astable financial foundation for
CPS in the months and years
ahead.

My concern is straightforward:
The more the current budget
depends on funding that has not
been committed by the city of
Chicago or the state of Illinois, the
less prudent it becomes. Respon-
sible budgeting should be built on
resources we know we have — not
resources we hope will arrive.

Ifadditional funding comes
from the city or the state, that
will be welcome news. The board
can then amend the budget and
invest those resources where
they are needed most. But good
governance requires us to budget
conservatively first and adjust
later — not build today’s budget on
tomorrow’s possibilities. Hope is
not abudget strategy.

The lesson extends beyond
this year’s budget. Good gover-
nance requires meaningful finan-
clal over51ght before difficult

Students rarely think about
budgets. Nor should they have
to. They simply experience the
consequences of decisions adults
make on their behalf.

Passingabudget is an event.
Good governance is a discipline.

The budget has been approved.
Now Chicago must demonstrate
the discipline, transparency and
long-term planning necessary
to ensure we are not having this
same conversation ayear from
now.

— Victor P. Henderson

CHICAGO'’S STUDENTS
CAN'TVOTE

As a CPS parent, taxpayer
and former vice president of
the board, I could not be more
disappointed in the spectacle the
budget process was this year.

Last month’s meeting featured
political grandstanding, poems
read into the record, an alderman
threatening the governor and a
two-hour “recess” for closed-door
conversations, All kinds of things
— except honesty about school
funding and what our kids actu-
ally need.

Some candidates praise the
budget that passed. Others thii
the CEO's original version was the
responsible one. I won't do either,
because neither budget puts
Chicago’s students first.

The original counted on $285
million in tax increment financing
surplus the city hasn’t declared.
The amendment that passed kept
that assumption and piled on $150
million more from Springfield
that hasn’t been authorized. None
of those dollars is committed to
the district.

The board spent last month
choosing between two kinds of
make-believe. Meanwhile, board
members wasted yet another year,
and another budget cycle, not
asking the most important ques-
tion: How will our budget ensure
that our students succeed?

This was wholly foreseeable. In
2022, when I chaired the board’s
Finance and Audit Committee,
we projected a 2027 deficit of
$733 million — exactly where it
ended up. Which isn’t surprising,
because for four budget cycles,
the Brandon Johnson-appointed
board did nothing. A check-engine
light came on years before the
breakdown. This board’s answer
was to puta piece of tape over it
and pretend it was someone else’s
responsibility.

‘What CPS must do now: Admit
this budget is a gamble. Gov. JB
Pritzker and House Speaker

gencies.
Budget assumpnous should be
tested early, alternatives carefully
examined and the public fully
informed before the final vote.
Organizations rarely fail because
they lack rules; they fail because
sound processes are ignored,
delayed or treated as formalities
instead of responsibilities.

As Chicago transitions to its
first fully elected board of educa-
tion, we have an opportunity to
change not only the outcome of
the budget process, but also the
process itself. Budget discus-
sions should begin months before
adeadline — not days before a
vote. Difficult choices should
be addressed honestly, and the
public should have confidence
that financial decisions have been
thoroughly examined before
reaching the board for approval.

‘Chris” Welch have
both acknowledged the long odds
against quick action in Springfield.
So CPS needs a public contin-
gency plan now, before the school
year is underway. If the money
falls short, students, families and
staff should not be blindsided by
midyear cuts.

Stop budgeting on slogans and
start doing the job. Build the next
budget on money the district actu-
ally has, and make spending deci-
sions in public, where they belong,
before the crisis arrives.

Chicago’s students can’t vote.
Nobody saves them a seat at the
table. But voters can — by electing
aboard president with integrity,
someone who will tell them the
truth about the numbers and do
the unglamorous work of building
abudget that adds up.

— Sendhil Revuluri
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The electronic monitoring system is broken

By Eileen Burke
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE

Tllinois became the first state
in the nation to abolish cash
bail under the SAFE-T Act, also
known as the Pretrial Fairness
Act. It was a seminal piece of
legislation that fundamentally
changed how we determine who
should be detained before trial.

Previously, judges would set
monetary bonds largely based
on the seriousness of the offense.
Under the Pretrial Fairness Act,
with money no longer a part of
the process, the critical question
is whether the defendant posesa
danger to the public.

That makes sense. If someone is
dangerous, they should not be able
tobuy their way out of jail. At the
same time, someone who is not
dangerous should notbe incar-
cerated before being found guilty
ornot guilty, simply because they
cannot afford to post bond.

Istrongly believe in this core
principle of the law: Pretrial
detention should be based on
dangerousness, not wealth.

Butan unsettling trend has
emerged in Cook County. Our
electronic monitoring popula-
tion has grown from fewer than
500 defendants in 2010 to roughly
3,000 today. We now have more
people on electronic monitoring
than any other jurisdiction in the
country — including Los Angeles
and New York City.

Faced with the choice between
detention and release, judges
have increasingly used electronic
‘monitoring as a third option to
split the difference. The problem
is that electronic monitoring is
not detention, and it should notbe
treated as an appropriate alterna-
tive when someone poses a danger
tothe public.

Over the last several months,
‘we have repeatedly seen defen-
dants charged with violent crimes
placed on monitoring over the
state’s attorney’s vigorous objec-
tions. There is no statutory limit
on electronic monitoring eligibil-
ity, meaning defendants charged
with the most serious crimes —
including murder, sex offenses,
robbery and crimes against chil-
dren — canbe placed on monitor-
ing. As of Aug. 7, 79 people charged
with murder or attempted murder
and 154 people charged with
sex crimes, including sex crimes
against children, were on elec-
tronic monitoring.

This is adramatic departure
from the original purpose of
electronic monitoring. When
itwas introduced in 1989, elec-
tronic monitoring was intended
as a temporary way to address jail
overcrowding, and it was reserved
for lower-level offenses. Its expan-
sion to defendants accused of
violent crimes creates an unac-

A Cook County sheriff's officer places an electronic monitoring device on a detainee before the person is released from Cook County Jail in 2018.
ARMANDO L. SANCHEZ/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

The problems are compounded
by the structure of the current
system.

Most people on electronic moni-
toring regardless of the charge are
permitted periods of unrestricted
movement during which their
location is not actively moni-
tored. That creates obvious risks
to victims and witnesses who are
participating in our prosecutions.

Even more troubling, judges can
grant different movement sched-
ules based on individual requests.
One defendant might be permit-
ted movement Monday morning,
Tuesday afternoon and Wednes-
day midday, while another has an
entirely different schedule. With
thousands of defendants and
countless individualized sched-
ules, effective oversight becomes
extraordinarily difficult.

The Cook County sheriff
previously had 175 sworn law
enforcement officers overseeing

) ic monitoring. If

has moved under the Office of
Chief Judge, in accordance with
the statute. Under the current
system, pretrial service employ-
ees, not sworn law enforcement
officers, oversee compliance.
These employees do not have the
authority to arrest someone who
violates the conditions of elec-
tronic monitoring. The only thing
they can do s report the violation
to the court, and a judge may or
may not then issue a warrant.

Of the 3,000 defendants
currently on electronic moni-
toring, the chiefjudge’s statistics
indicate that more than 327 are
currently missing, meaning no
one has any idea where they are.
This is concerning in any case. But
when the missing defendantis
charged with a violent offense, the
public’s safety is in jeopardy.

There is yet another flaw in
the system. Defendants receive
day-for-day sentencing credit
while onel ic monitor-

cutoffamonitoring device or was
somewhere they were not permit-
ted to be, the sheriff’s officers
could swiftly locate that person
and bring them into court.

But effective this year, respon-

ceptable risk to our cc

sibility for el ic monitoring

ing, the same as if they were in
custody. This can provide a motive
to delay any trial as long as possi-
ble. When a defendant can avoid
resolving their case, they mini-
mize any time that they may even-
tually be sentenced to jail.

Aperfect example of this is
the case of Thomas Martel, who
pleaded guilty this year to animal
torture and aggravated cruelty to
animals for torturing and killing
multiple kittens, He accepted a
plea offer of 41/ years after he had
accrued sufficient credit while
living at his family’s suburban
home on electronic monitor-
ing, according to mediareports.
He served less than a day of that
sentence in prison.

These are problems that
demand permanent solutions.
‘While I applaud Chief Judge
Charles Beach’s recent efforts to
strengthen electronic monitoring,
the fundamental flaws with elec-
tronic monitoring are intractable
failures that predate his tenure
and require legislative action.

‘We have already seen the
worst-case scenarios. Chicago
police Officer John Bartholomew
was shot and killed by a violent
offender who was placed on
electronic monitoring over the
prosecution’s objection. A young
woman riding a Blue Line train
was set on fire by a defendant who
had been placed on electronic
monitoring over the prosecution’s
objection.

These are not arguments
against the Pretrial Fairness Act.
They are arguments for making it
work as intended.

Ihave spent my career on every
side of the criminal justice system
— as a prosecutor, as a crimi-
nal defense attorney, as a Circuit
Court judge and as an Appellate
Court justice. I believe deeply in
our justice system and also in our
responsibility to make it work for
everyone, including victims of
crime.

‘We do not have to choose
between fairness and public safety.
‘We can have both. But our current
electronic monitoring system
undermines those goals when itis
used as a substitute for detention of
dangerous defendants.

The Pretrial Fairness Act was
founded on asound principle.
Detain people because they are
dangerous, notbecause they are
poor. We should honor that prin-
ciple.

When someone is danger-
ous, our laws should ensure that
person is actually detained.

Eileen Burke is the Cook County
state’s attorney and a retired
appellate court justice.

Voice of the People

Sexual harassment
in Springfield

The motto “walk a mile in my
moccasins” means people can
build empathy for us by going
through what we have gone
through. The words, actually
“walk amile in his moccasins,” are
from the 1895 poem “Judge Softly”
by Mary T. Lathrap.

There are ways in which this
empathetic experience can bene-
fit others and help solve problems.

The Tribune Editorial Board
asserts inits Aug. 16 editorial
that Springfield uses “a broken
system” to handle claims of
sexual harassment: Employees in
Tllinois government fear loss of
job or ruination of career if they
report incidents of sexual harass-
ment. The editorial mentions
that Illinois House Speaker
Emanual “Chris” Welch is known
for his preference to form Demo-
crat-only working groups for
resolving government issues. He
has formed such a group with
the aim of fixing this “broken
system.”

The editorial notes that such
agroup should be made up of
lawmakers from both parties, as
well as include victims. I agree
that both parties should partic-
ipate. I feel that the majority of
the victim participants should be
women. Yes, sexual harassment
can happen to members of both
genders, but most women have
been harassed at some point in
their working careers. They have
“walked a mile in (her) mocca-
sins”

Anyone who thinks that men
fully understand should look into
the interrogation that Anita Hill
endured from an all-male group
of U.S. senators. Such a grill-
ing occurred because she had
reported that Clarence Thomas
sexually harassed her and she
felt that he was not suitable to be
aSupreme Court justice. These
interrogators had not “walked a
mile in (her) moccasins,” and the
leader of the interrogation panel

Legislators, visitors and others stand outside the House and Senate
chambers during the spring legislative session at the State Capitol on
May 28 in Springfield. JOHN J. KIM/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

has since apologized to her.
— Megan Bedard, Round Lake
Beach

Ethics reform here is unlikely

Ethics reform among Demo-
crats? Never!

We will just wait a few weeks,
and with some new diversions,
reform will again be forgot-
ten. The spirit of Bathhouse
John Coughlin and Hinky Dink
Michael Kenna lives.

Tllinois House Speaker Eman-
uel “Chris” Welch is probably
mumbling, “Tllinois ain’t ready for
reform.”

— Joseph A. Murzanski, Orland
Park

Kennedy traffic still a killer

A“soulkiller” is how T
described the traffic situation
on the Kennedy Expressway in
22023 letter when the Kennedy
resurfacing reduced flow and
created painful commutes for so
many North Siders. That work
was finally completed, and things
improved, for a minute.

Now here we are again, and
the inbound expressway is worse
than ever. Worse despite the fact
that there is no work actually

despite historic lows.

The parroted talking points are
annoying. Chicago’s population
hasrisen three years in arow and
was undercounted in 2020. If Nee
wants to be mayor, do better.

— Brandon Wilson, Chicago

Asacred night for Sox fans
The recent “Pope Hat” night

at Rate Field in Chicago was

stuffout of a novel, notan MLB

game in anywhere America. And

this wasn’t anywhere America.

It was the home of the Chicago

‘White Sox, where generations

of Sox fans have sat at the altar

of abaseball diamond to root for

their South Siders. On this special

night, anun threw out the first

pitch, the fans donned pope hats

and Sox home-run hitters paraded

down the dugout in pope hats.
being done on the K dy. It's Most dofall was
allhappening on Chicagostreets  the Sox announcer asking fans to
such as Lake Street, Grand and share the sign of peace with each

Chicago avenues, and Halsted
and Addison streets. It should be
obvious to Chicago and Illinois
Department of Transportation
folks that all of these closures and
detours at the same time are justa
bad idea! Look at the travel times
in from O’Hare International
Airport — they are off the charts.
Beyond the normal frustra-

other, which is part of the Catholic
Mass. It's safe to say this unique
moment never happened in
professional sports of any sort.
This is the team that finished
last in the American League
Central division last year and
isnow in first place in the ALC.
‘Whoa, could the pope’s access to
the almighty have played arole in

tion and ineffi wrought
by this poor planning, I wonder
if state authorities have noticed
the insane shoulder riding that is
now happening? Or the number
of drivers now staring at their
phones to kill time in traffic?
Traffic like this is bad for the
soul;it’s also dangerous.
— David Hartney, Chicago

Advice for mayoral candidate
Regarding the op-ed “Chicago
is a city with a failing heart” (Aug.
13) by mayoral candidate Lisa Nee:
Every single reader can talk about
the great things we need, justas
Nee does. How to do it is another
story. Also, crime is at historic
lows, yet here Nee is, continuing
the fearmongering about crime,

what’s} at Rate Field
this year? What else could account
for such a turnaround in one
season? No wonder they brought
out the pope hats, the pitching
nunand the sign of peace.

It’s a perfect moment to reflect
on the role baseball plays in
bringing communities together
and distracting folks from their
differences. In a nation deeply
divided over its politics, we need
all the help we can get in focusing
on what we have in common and
how to celebrate our similarities
rather than our differences.

Whether it’s the Cubs at Wrig-
ley or the Sox at Rate Field, it’s
baseball that best travels a side
road to record a nation’s people
united in causes certainly notas
critical to survival as our demo-
cratic government, but critical to
sowing seeds of unity that Amer-
icans might just display after they
leave the ballpark.

As for “Pope Hat” night, that
would not have been possible if it
weren't for akid from the South
Side who demonstrated his love
for humanity so intensely that he
gave up an American way of life to
serve the poor in South America.
No greater gift could Pope Leo XIV
have given us than the example of
altruism he has set for all human-
kind and the message of peace and
reconciliation that he offers all of
us, even ata White Sox game.

Pope hats off to the pope from
Chicago!

— Bob Kustra, former Illinois
lieutenant governor, Boise, Idaho

Regulate e-bikes, e-scooters

I think it's important to under-
stand that e-bikes and e-scoot-
ers are not novelty toys; they are
modes of transportation that all
kinds of people use to get around
for a wide array of purposes,
including jobs and errands.

There should be regulations
on their use and enforcement of
those regulations (there islittle
of the former and virtually none
of the latter in Illinois right now).
But if we truly want to put public
safety first to the extreme by
banning a mode of transportation
perceived as dangerous, banning
cars should be on the table. If we
don’t want to go that extreme,
itwould make sense to regulate
e-bike and e-scooter use like we
dowith car use to prevent teenage
death and injury.
— Ben Nagy, Chicago

For online-exclusive letters, go to www.chicagotribune.com/ letters.
Email your letter submissions, 400 words or less, to letters@chicago
tribune.com. Include your full name, address and phone number.
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Democrats Can Learn From AOC

A class of
ambitious
Democrats
could take a
lesson from
Alexandria
Ocasio-Cor-
tez. Her art-
lessness is
exactly what
was wanted
in disowning
what she called “Woke 1,” a
set of policy ideas that would
be death to anyone who wants
a future in national politics.

Just disown it and make a
spectacle of disowning it. It
was a brainless detour. Forget
it ever happened, she seemed
to say on ABC News’s Sunday
show.

I long thought the only real
Democratic hopefuls in 2028
would be those who spent the
past decade outside of Wash-
ington, like Andy Beshear,
Josh Shapiro, Gretchen Whit-
mer and Rahm Emanuel. I
might waive the out-of-Wash-
ington rule for Rep. Ro
Khanna if he weren’t so intent
on miscalculating on Jeffrey
Epstein as his broom to batch-
dispatch his rivals.

There’s a better way. In im-
itation of AOC, find a venue to
say: “Of course it was wrong
for Democrats to fabricate ev-
idence of collusion. It was
wrong to mobilize the CIA and
FBI to lie to voters. The Biden
grift? The most irresponsible
thing ever. Even in hopeless
contests against an FDR or
Eisenhower, both parties al-
ways did their duty and gave
Americans someone to vote
for. Democrats failed in 2024.”

BUSINESS
WORLD

By Holman W.
Jenkins, Jr.

On day one, the media
would try to ignore such a
speech. On day two, the press
would try to shoot it down.

On day three, a catharsis
would begin like the Missis-
sippi overflowing its banks.
The speaker would benefit by
wrong-footing half the Demo-
cratic firmament. He or she
would become instantly vota-
ble to much of America that
voted for Mr. Trump.

‘Why hasn’t it happened al-
ready? This was obvious when
two of these hopefuls visited
the Journal last year. Recall
Chuck Schumer at the start of
the Trump era: Don't make an
enemy of the intelligence
agencies. “They have six ways
from Sunday at getting back

at you.”
There’s a second, subtler
reason, found in “Regime

Change,” a new book by New
York Times reporters Maggie
Haberman and Jonathan
Swan.

Early on, the authors pose
a mystery: How can Donald
Trump be so courtly to Joe
Biden in person yet so abusive
on the hustings? It’s no mys-
tery. The authors don’t give
the answer—kayfabe—because
they’re participants in the
kayfabe.

Kayfabe is the fakeness of
professional wrestling. Recall
Mr. Biden’s 2024 ABC inter-
view after his debate debacle.
This is what it looks like when
kayfabe takes a day off. He
didn’t say, for once, that Mr.
Trump was a threat to democ-
racy—because now it would
undercut his own plea to stay
in the race despite lousy polls.

Between every line of Ms.
Haberman and Mr. Swan’s
huffing disapproval of Mr.
Trump’s reckless ignorance
and impulsivity is their de-
light in having him as a sub-
ject, a ticket to the bestseller
list. Their most clunkingly
dishonest passage? After the

Their party can win in
2028 by disowning its
own shameful idiocies
of the Trump era.

Butler, Pa., assassination at-
tempt, they segue to Mr.
Trump’s bone spurs to escape
Vietnam, supposedly re-estab-
lishing his reputation for “the
opposite” of “physical cour-
age”

I promise you: No national
journalist is really so stupid—
so historically, psychologi-
cally, sociologically stupid—as
to imagine physical courage is
what distinguished those who
went to Vietnam from those
who didn’t. This is purely a
kayfabe assertion—to get Mr.
Trump back in his baddie cos-
tume and their unsearching
narrative back on track.

Ms. Ocasio-Cortez refers to
the “Overton window,” which
decides when outré ideas may
be discussed. But as impor-
tant is the emperor’s-new-
clothes effect, which deter-
mines when it’s personally
advantageous to  ignore
plainly obvious realities.

The lacuna in the Haber-
man/Swan book is the lacuna

in all such accounts. In 2016,
Mr. Trump was the “outsider”
and “disrupter” whom a sur-
prising number of Obama vot-
ers would take a flyer on. By
2024, the Times would later
admit, his enemies had meta-
morphosed him. He became
the “righteous hero triumph-
ing in the face of smear cam-
paigns, relentless prosecu-
tions and even an attempt on
his life”—though it still took
astonishing mismanagement
of their own nomination by
Democrats to return him to
the White House.

Take another kayfabe tell-
tale. In a hundred lifetimes,
Rachel Maddow might never
stop to ask how it could bene-
fit Mr. Trump for the Russians
constantly to be calling atten-
tion (as she alleges) to their
support for Mr. Trump. Her
disincentive is channeled di-
rectly into her $25 million
paycheck, which obviously
isn’t awarded for accurate re-
porting and analysis.

Mr. Trump could only gawp
while his enemies did these
favors for him. Ditto any
open-eyed citizen. Kayfabe’s
derivation is uncertain but the
term is strikingly similar in
mouth feel to “coward,” a de-
scription repeatedly merited
by the national press in the
Trump era. But explain as you
will the spell Mr. Trump and
his enemies have cast over
our politics. When a promi-
nent Democrat finds the cour-
age to step outside the spell,
on that day America might re-
gain hope of being able to
elect a serious president for
serious times.

How Radical Will the Democrats Get?

4 . % As the sum-
mer of the
Democratic
Socialists of
America gives
way to the
fall’s midterm

POLITICS

3 o campaigns,
gylvl;il,‘lﬁ_; some patterns
A. Galston have emerged

with implica-

tions for the
2028 presidential contest.
Evidence from polls and pri-
mary elections suggests that
support for DSA and DSA-adja-
cent candidates reflects the
current strengths and weak-
nesses of the Democratic Party.
These candidates run well
among younger, more educated
urban voters but poorly among
older voters without college
degrees who live outside big
cities. They do somewhat bet-
ter among women than men, as
the party does. And they enjoy
considerably more support
among white and upper-in-
come Democrats and Demo-
cratic-leaning 1 d

redirect funding to public ser-
vices as steps towards fully
abolishing the police and
prison system”; “Defund the
Department of War . . . End all
foreign wars and close over-
seas military bases”; “Legalize
migration, grant amnesty for
all immigrants regardless of
status, provide a path to citi-
zenship for all permanent resi-
dents, and end visa caps and
quotas”; “Replace the President
and Supreme Court with an ex-

said they wouldn’t even con-
sider voting for such a candi-
date, including 54% of indepen-
dents and 20% of Democrats.
But according to a recent CBS/
YouGov survey, 58% of Demo-
crats view socialism favorably,
compared with 35% of the elec-
torate as a whole. This gap
could lead Democrats to nomi-
nate a candidate well outside
the national mainstream.

Frustration with the

ecutive and judiciary chosen by

and subordinate to Congress”; . .

“Abolish the Senate” economy is fueling the
No doubt a serious candi- rise of the DSA, and it

date with past ties to demo- ' .

cratic socialism would repudi- may not fade b.y 2028.

ate these to win

over centrist voters. But that’s
a problem, not a solution. In a
general-election  campaign,
such a candidate would be
forced on the defensive by an
endless wave of negative ad-
vertising, hampering his abil-
ity to take the offensive
against the excesses of the
Trumj ini ion and to

than among blacks, Hispanics
and lower-income voters.
While some elements of the
DSA agenda—such as Medicare
for all and higher taxes on cor-
porations and wealthy individ-
uals—enjoy majority support,
most don't. The organization’s
platform advocates govern-
ment ownership of much of the
economy, including food, edu-
cation, energy, medicine and
transportation. Americans
wouldn’t have landlords or
mortgages because “comfort-
able housing is a human right.”
The DSA platform also in-
cludes the following: “Demilita-
rize police departments, disem-
power police unions, and

D

promote a publicly acceptable
alternative to it. A democratic
socialist-leaning Democratic
nominee might well repeat the
fiasco of George McGovern's
candidacy in 1972, in which
the Democratic nominee was
branded as too far left and lost
in a landslide.

Although the presidential
election is more than two years
away, the available evidence
supports common sense: If the
presidential election were held
tomorrow, a Democratic nomi-
nee who identifies with demo-
cratic socialism would fare
badly. Fifty-four percent of reg-
istered voters in a recent
Washington Post-Ipsos poll

Still, the DSA is on the
rise—the latest sign that many
Americans are angry and
scared about trends they feel
powerless to halt. “Take back
control,” the slogan that helped
Brexit win an upset victory,
‘would serve well as a summary
of what Americans want, but
aren’t getting, from today’s
politics. Protesters are upset
about a range of issues, includ-
ing wages that lag behind
prices, increasingly unafford-
able healthcare, the vanishing
of the dream of home-
ownership for young adults,
and a technological revolution
that threatens the jobs of mil-
lions of workers. Overall,
Americans believe it is harder
for them to enter the middle
class and enjoy financial secu-
rity than it was for their par-
ents. No wonder so many com-
munities are rallying against
data centers.

Adding fuel to the fire, Pres-
ident Trump hasn’t kept the

promises he made during his
2024 campaign. Prices are ris-
ing faster than during Joe Bi-
den’s final year in office. De-
spite tariffs intended to reverse
offshoring, there are fewer U.S.
manufacturing jobs than when
Mr. Trump began his second
term. The war against Iran has
raised the price of gasoline,
fertilizer and the diesel fuel
that trucks use to transport
most of the goods that Ameri-
cans use every day. Against
this backdrop, it’s hardly sur-
prising that 63% of Ameri-
cans—including 53% of Repub-
licans and Republican-leaning
independents—believe that the
Republican Party hasn’t fo-
cused enough on the cost of
living.

Democratic leaders should
take no comfort from these de-
velopments. The 2024 election
was more than a defeat for Ka-
mala Harris; it was the end of
an era. Democratic voters want
a new generation of leaders
with new ideas to take charge,
and they are in no mood to ac-
cept timid incrementalism.
Support for capitalism is at a

BOOKSHELF | By Jonathan W. Jordan

Good Men

In a Crisis

Who Wins Wars

By ML Cavanaugh
Matt Holt, 256 pages, $30

t the height of World War 11, students in Miss Lillian

Craig’s fifth-grade class in Roanoke, Va., wrote to Amer-

ica’s top soldier, Gen. George C. Marshall: How did he
select the nation’s senior generals? “What are they like that
makes you know they will be good ones?”

Kings, presidents and military academies have wrestled
with versions of that question for millennia. In “Who Wins
Wars,” retired Army Lt. Col. ML Cavanaugh tackles the sub-
ject by studying three legendary American generals: George
Washington, Ulysses S. Grant and Dwight D. Eisenhower.

The three leaders fought their signature campaigns under
vastly different conditions. Washington launched his Dela-
ware River attack in 1776 with armies marching at the foot
speed of Caesar’s legions. Grant used the destruction of rail-
roads and logistical networks, and superior manpower, to
smother the Confederacy during his 1864 Wilderness Cam-
paign. Eighty years later, Eisenhower owned the skies over
‘Q Europe and leveraged the

power of a vast coalition
to conquer Hitler’s Fortress
Europe. Mr. Cavanaugh
reviews their thinking from
the strategic heights and asks,
“who wins wars, and what can

WH

gy

"‘"'!an‘;m"‘“ P g we learn from those who do?”
St g ;;:,";i:‘:“‘“m In 1776, Washington was an

. insurgent leader who under-

. stood that survival meant vic-
tory. After the disastrous Battle
of Long Island in August, Wash-
ington faced a tough decision:
defend New York, burn it to keep

it out of British hands or simply

retreat? “Washington had to think
about more than just winning battles,” Mr. Cavanaugh writes.

“He had to keep the army together and maintain support

from the people and Congress.” The Founding Father worked

closely with the Continental Congress and balanced the con-
flicting demands of military officers and civic leaders. “By
handling these disagreements carefully, he gained the trust
he needed from Congress and kept his officers loyal,” Mr.

Cavanaugh writes. “In short, Washington listened.”

His surprise move against Trenton, N.J., at Christmas
did more than notch a local victory against King George’s
Hessians. It “broke the idea that the British couldn’t be
beaten,” we are told, and “helped the colonists believe in
the rebellion again.”

Grant’s strategy against the Confederacy in 1864 was, the
author says, “not only military—it was political, too. Victories
needed to boost Union morale, but they couldn’t be so costly
that the public turned against the war.” Though at first Grant
suffered more casualties than Robert E. Lee, “Grant didn’t
stop. He kept moving forward.”

‘While Grant remained aloof from politics, he “believed
strongly that politics matters at war.” With Lincoln’s
re-election prospects teetering in the fall of 1864, Grant,
Mr. Cavanaugh writes, “viewed the election as a potential
battlefield opportunity.” He provided his soldiers access to
the voting process, and ensured that the men were shielded
from the pressures of political harangues or campaigning.

The Union won, Mr. Cavanaugh writes, “because Grant lis-
tened, learned, and adjusted his approach. Because he chose
constant, multifront pressure. Because he was persistent after
setbacks. And because Grant wore Lee’s Confederates down.”

Eisenhower’s path to victory was more overtly political.
He pushed back, when necessary, against political leaders,
including Winston Churchill, Franklin D. Roosevelt and
Charles de Gaulle. Eisenh izl ibilities
required him to make many critical decisions: Launch D-Day
on June 6, 1944? Drop paratroops behind enemy front lines?
Bomb French railways before D-Day? Capture Berlin, Prague
and Vienna—or leave them for the Red Army?

We can “learn a great deal from Eisenhower’s strategic
leadership—particularly, some of the traits he demonstrated,”
Mr. Cavanaugh observes. “Like humility. One of Eisenhower’s

low ebb among ind
as well as Democrats.

As Republicans learned in
2016, a charismatic anti-sta-
tus-quo candidate can win
the nomination without ma-
jority support—if multiple
candidates representing busi-
ness as usual split the vote. If
the Democratic Party’s cen-
ter-left wing fails to offer an
agenda voters can believe in,
the door will be open for a
radical faction to take charge
during the presidential nomi-
nation contest, regardless of
the consequences for the
general election.

No One Got Rich Singing About Money

By Gregg Opelka

veryone wants to be a

millionaire—except

songwriters. In 1964 the
Beatles reminded us that
money “Can’t Buy Me Love,”
and there have been other ex-
amples of that sentiment in
numerous pop songs. Men-
tions of the actual word “mil-
lionaire” in popular music are
relatively rare. Let’s look at
some examples.

An early instance I found
was in an Italian opera, Rod-
olfo’s famous aria “Che
gelida manina” from Puc-
cini’s “La Bohéme” (premiere
1896). The impoverished poet
tells his neighbor and new
acquaintance Mimi, “Per
sogni, per chimere e per cas-
telli in aria / L'anima ho mil-
lionaria”  (“Through my
dreams, my fantasies and
castles in the air, / I have the
soul of a millionaire.”) “La
Bohéme,” which inspired the
Broadway musical “Rent,”

may be the quintessential
“Can’t Buy Me Love” opera.
But at the time of his death
in 1924, Puccini had a for-
tune of an estimated $200
million in today’s dollars,
placing him among the 1%.
In 1931, Harry Warren, Billy
Rose and Mort Dixon pub-
lished their song “I Found a

If the lyries include the
word ‘millionaire, it is
usually in expressing a
preference for love.

Million Dollar Baby (in a Five
and Ten Cent Store),” which
was an immediate hit. Warren
(1893-1981) wrote largely for
films. Among his more than
800 songs, hits like “Yowll
Never Know,” “Chattanooga
Choo Choo” and “I Only Have
Eyes for You” likely made him
a millionaire by his 40s.

In the 1949 musical film “In
the Good Old Summertime,”
Judy Garland resurrected the
1905 vaudeville song “I Don’t
Care,” popularized in 1922 by
Eva Tanguay. Garland’s re-
cording included words ab-
sent from the Jean Lenox (lyr-
ics) and Harry O. Sutton
(music) original: “I don’'t
care / if he’s a clerk or just a
millionaire,” the clever inter-
polation yet another variation
on the “Can’t Buy Me Love”
theme.

Cole Porter’s 1956 tune
“Who Wants to Be a Million-
aire?” shares its name with
the future ABC game show.
Porter, born and raised amid
great wealth, became a mil-
lionaire through his songwrit-
ing brilliance. His song an-
swers its own question with “T
don’t—'cause all T want is
youw.” Again, love, not wealth,
congquers all.

The trope’s early promi-
nent 2lIst-century pop itera-
tion can be found in Kelis’s

2003 song “I'm a Millionaire,”
with the lyric: “Papa, I'm a
Millionaire, but Saks Fifth
Ave. don’t sell affection.”

Chris Stapleton’s 2017
megahit “Millionaire” contin-
ued the tradition. In it, he
avers that, thanks to his be-
loved, “when my pockets are
empty and my cupboard is
bare, I still feel like a million-
aire.” Mr. Stapleton’s net
worth? About $25 million.

Ironically, most contestants
on “Who Wants to Be a Mil-
lionaire?” didn’t become mil-
lionaires, whereas Cole Porter,
the Beatles and others who
wrote about the supremacy of
love over money did. Seems if
you truly want to become a
millionaire, you stand a far
better chance by writing a
love song denouncing the idea
than guessing at multiple-
choice questions.

And that is my final answer.

Mr. Opelka is a musical-
theater composer-lyricist.

early bi was struck by how Eisenhower never saw
power as belonging to him personally (in contrast with Hit-
ler). Instead, he treated it as something he was responsible
for—but not entitled to.”

As generals Washington, Grant and Eisenhower
demonstrated expert strategic judgment in
vastly different military circumstances.

‘What do these generals teach us? “When it comes to strat-
egy, it's not whether strategic leaders win or lose a given bat-
tle, but how they change the game,” Mr. Cavanaugh writes.
“The aim of all strategic leadership is the application of supe-
rior judgment.”

Technology is a part of war’s landscape; it separates the
21st century from the eras of the Brown Bess musket, the
bronze cannon and the M-1 Garand rifle. Noting the ubiquity
of drones on the battlefields of Ukraine and Russia, one gen-
eral consulted by Mr. Cavanaugh asked, “how many senior
leaders have drones in their home? Little drones they play
with?” The author adds: “Which of our senior strategic lead-
ers are experimenting, getting hands on, developing a fin-
gertip feel for this new warfighting tech?” Mr. Cavanaugh
concludes: “Curiosity is a strategic advantage here.”

Humility also counts, he adds. “When you’re spending
human lives—part of a system that orders some into extreme
risk—it matters that you actually believe the lives you're
spending are as important as your own.” Yet optimism must
counterbalance humility and realism. “Hope must be in the
strategic leader’s DNA—without it, the whole enterprise
would rot from the top down.”

“You can never learn how to ‘win wars.’ You can only hope
to win the war you're in,” Mr. Cavanaugh argues. “But we can
create a ‘variety’ of experiences that ensures we find some-
one better than anyone on the other side of the field. All
roads lead to the mountaintop—you've just got to be smart
enough, strong enough, and brave enough to make the climb.”

These are sensible prescriptions. The difficulty is that
“Who Wins Wars” seldom ventures far beyond them. Its
strategic lessons—balance differing viewpoints, understand
politics, remain humble and optimistic, change the game—
are difficult to argue with, because they operate at such a
high level of generalization.

Which brings us back to Miss Craig’s fifth graders. Eight
decades later, their deceptively simple question—“What are
they like that makes you know they will be good ones?”—
remains harder than it looks.

Mr. Jordan is the author of “Ike and Winston: World
War, Cold War, and an Extraordinary Friendship.”
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Disney Strikes Back Against the FCC

emember how conservatives cried foul

when the Biden Administration weap-

onized government power to silence
critics? Now the politics have
flipped, as Federal Communi-
cations Commission Chairman
Brendan Carr seeks to punish
Walt Disney Co.’s ABC for get-
ting crosswise with President
Trump. But the network isn’t
taking it lying down.

ABC sued the FCC on
Tuesday for “coercing and retaliating” be-
cause it “refuses to bow to the Administra-
tion’s demands.” The lawsuit says the govern-
ment has violated its First Amendment rights
“by launching pretextual regulatory investiga-
tions and threatening the Stations’ valuable
broadcast licenses.”

Mr. Carr has th d to yank the license:
of ABC’s broadcast stations, sought to impose
political control over guests on its daytime pro-
gram “The View,” and launched an investiga-
tion into its employment practices. Warning to
broadcasters: Don’t criticize the President. Mr.
Trump’s beef with ABC goes back to his first
term, when he complained that its news cover-
age was unfair. Most TV networks lean left,
ABC included. But Mr. Trump thinks any criti-
cism is unfair.

Last August Mr. Trump called for revoking
the broadcast licenses of ABC (and NBC) be-
cause they “ARE SIMPLY AN ARM OF THE DEM-
OCRATIC PARTY,” as he wrote on social media.
The President renewed the threat against ABC
after its late-night comedian Jimmy Kimmel
made a thoughtless remark about Charlie Kirk’s
assassination.

“We can do this the easy way or the hard
way,” Mr. Carr said, mob-boss style. “These
companies can find ways to take action on Kim-
mel, or there is going to be additional work for
the FCC ahead . .. They have a license granted
by us at the FCC, and that comes with it an obli-
gation to operate in the public interest.”

Federal law gives the FCC authority to regu-
late the public airwaves based on “public conve-
nience, interest, or necessity.” The political left
has cited this in the past to push for racial pref-
erences in broadcast licensing. Mr. Carr is using
it against Mr. Trump’s antagonists.

In March 2025, Mr. Carr announced an inves-
tigation into whether Disney or ABC had vio-
lated the agency’s equal employment opportu-
nity regulations with their policies on diversity,
equity and inclusion. “Numerous reports indi-
cate that Disney’s leadership went all in on in-
vidious forms of DEI discrimination a few years
ago,” Mr. Carr said.

ABC’s owner has a good
case against Brendan
Carr’s harassment on
free-speech grounds.

Conservatives have long criticized Disney as
“woke,” and it’s possible the company has given
preferences to racial minorities. But Mr. Carr
appears to be using the DEI
probe as a pretext. He cited
the DEI investigation in April
to justify an early review of
the broadcast licenses for the
eight local broadcast stations
that ABC directly owns and
operates. None of its licenses
expire before 2028. The FCC
has never simultaneously demanded an early
review of a group of station licenses owned by
a single broadcast network.

Revoking ABC’s licenses would ignite a legal
battle, but Mr. Carr’s goal may be to use the
threat to pressure it to toe the President’s line.
That also may be one goal behind the FCC’s de-
cision to revisit its exemption for “The View”
from its equal-time rule, an artifact of the 1934
Communications Act.

The antiquated rule requires public broad-
casters, if they provide air time to one political
candidate, to give comparable time and place-
ment to other candidates running for the same
office. Congress later exempted “bona fide”
newscasts, interviews, documentaries and
events to ensure the rule wouldn’t suppress po-
litical coverage.

The FCC has loosely enforced the rule in re-
cent decades and in 2002 gave “The View” an
exemption. Congress ought to repeal the rule
(and kill the FCC itself) since it makes little sense
in today’s diverse media marketplace. It notably
doesn’t apply to other forms of media, including
cable networks, podcasts and social media.

* * *

The rule also violates the First Amendment
by letting the FCC interfere in editorial judg-
ments and suppress disfavored content and
viewpoints. ABC’s lawsuit says the FCC’s pres-
sure has resulted in it “passing on further con-
sideration of booking several political candi-
dates,” and none have appeared on the program
since February.

The original rationale for the law was to pre-
vent media gatekeepers from influencing the
outcomes of elections by having one political
candidate on all the time. Now Mr. Carr is play-
ing gatekeeper, though not long ago he was re-
viling the left’s censors.

In 2020 he lambasted a progressive media
group for petitioning the FCC to censor broad-
casts of Mr. Trump’s Covid press conferences,
calling it a “dangerous and sweeping attempt
by the left to weaponize the FCC.” It’s a shame
Mr. Carr won't defend ABC’s free-speech rights
today.

The Economic Case for European AC

urope has sweltered through one heat

‘wave after another this summer, and its

green disavowal of air conditioning
comes at an economic cost. As the mercury
rises, business productivity suffers along with
the workforce.

Many European offices and apartment build-
ings were designed to retain heat, and air-condi-
tioning penetration averages 19%, compared with
some 90% in the U.S., according to a report this
year by Allianz Research, an arm of the insurance
company. One result: Even “indoor workers are
not insulated” from the misery.

The economic consequences extend beyond
discomfort. Heat stress hurts workers’ sleep,
cognitive function, decision-making and perfor-
mance, the report says. Allianz estimates work-
ers’ hourly output declines by $1.30 for every
degree between 30 and 35 Celsius (86 and 95
Fahrenheit). That makes European businesses
less profitable and less competitive.

Allianz examined productivity during un-
usually hot years, and it concludes that heat
waves cost between 0.3% and 0.5% of European
GDP overall, and more than 1% of GDP in heat-
prone southern regions. This translates to
lower tax revenue, too. That’s especially bad
news for France, where “heat stress could
worsen an already high expected fiscal deficit,”
the report warns.

Europe will face economic costs related to
warming “even if ambitious climate mitigation
goals are met,” says a report last year from
Assessing Climate Change Risk in Europe, a
European Union-funded research effort. But
the continent can reduce the harm by better
adapting. That study found broader AC adop-
tion could have annual economic benefits of
€40 to €60 billion ($46 billion to $69 billion)
by 2050. An “important co-benefit” would be
fewer heat-related fatalities. Crank up the
cooling.

High Anxiety in the Bond Market

pparently “rout” is the new word for in-

terest rates returning to a historical

norm. That’s one impression from the
freakout now attending a re-
pricing in global bond markets
that’s resetting the global fi-
nancial system to its pre-2008
level.

Note the dates here. The 30~
year U.S. Treasury yield on
Tuesday touched 5.339%, its highest since 2007.
The 10-year at about 4.7% is near its highest
level since early 2025. The benchmark French
10-year, at about 4.1%, is its highest since 2008.
The 10-year German bund, at about 3.26%, has
returned to its level of 2011. None of these moves
upward have been sudden, despite the hubbub
in market commentary this week.

In other words, yields finally are reverting
to normal after the low-rate era following the
2008 financial panic and European sovereign
crisis. The outlier is Japan, and it’s telling.
There the 10-year government bond, at about
2.93%, is now at its highest yield since 1996. But
Japan embarked much earlier on the extreme
monetary and fiscal policies that became com-
mon elsewhere after 2008. This too is a story
of unwinding abnormal conditions.

The upward rate trend might signal faster
economic growth ahead. Tech companies have
an insatiable appetite for capital, especially to
fund artificial-intelligence investments. Such
borrowing stands at $200 billion so far this year,
according to Nomura Securities, which is about
25% of the U.S. Treasury’s net debt issuance in
that period. Companies are willing to pay higher
rates for capital in line with their hoped-for re-
turns. Investors in turn are recalibrating the

A return to pre-2008
interest rates isn’t cause
for financial panic.

yields they’ll demand to hold stodgy govern-
ment debt.

While it sounds frightening to say rates are
higher than they’ve been in
nearly 20 years, the past two
decades are the era that was
abnormal. The U.S. economy
has survived—thrived, actu-
ally—during periods of higher
interest rates. The return of
normality augurs well for the productive alloca-
tion of capital, which is good for growth and job
creation.

This isn’t to ignore the two more worrying
reasons for higher yields. Concerns about fu-
ture inflation may explain some of the rise, and
the fiscal mess of most Western governments
should push up yields.

In the U.S., federal debt held by the public
has ballooned to 100% of GDP from 32% in 2008.
Rising rates create new budgetary stresses. Net
interest on the debt is on track to cost the Trea-
sury more than $1 trillion this fiscal year, the
second- or third-largest line item in the federal
budget behind Social Security and, possibly,
Medicare. Those risks aren’t new, however, and
were at least partly baked into yields before the
surge of recent days.

Other financial risks have built up during the
era of low rates. Britain’s gilt crisis in Septem-
ber 2022 and the Silicon Valley Bank collapse
in March 2023 were warnings that some inves-
tors or institutions might experience distress
during the transition back to normal yields.
Borrowers of all stripes will have to adjust—not
least the Western governments that have spent
and borrowed as if near-zero interest rates
would last forever.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Iranians Admit Trump’s Blockade Is Working

Your editorial “Trump’s Blockade
Keeps the Economic Pressure on
Iran” (Aug. 11) makes the right call:
keep the blockade on. What’s re-
markable is that Tehran keeps prov-
ing your point for you.

Majid Reza Hariri, who heads
Iran’s own Chamber of Commerce
with China, told the outlet Khabar-
online that shipping a container
overland now costs $12,000 by land
versus $3,000 by sea, an extra
$9,000 a box across roughly two
million containers a year—or about
$18 billion in added costs. He said
Iran’s $50 billion in non-oil exports
produces only $10 billion in profit,
so the blockade surcharge alone
can wipe that out. His verdict: The
40-day war did less damage to
Iran’s economy than the blockade is
doing now.

Iranian President Masoud Pezesh-
kian admitted on Aug. 8 that the na-
val blockade has cut off Iran’s import

routes and that the government lacks
the resources to import gasoline. Ira-
nian economic journalist Ata Hos-
seinian echoed the warning days
later, tracing the fuel shortages and
long gas-station lines directly to the
blockade.

Having spent years as a senior
sanctions official at Treasury, I've
seen how rarely a target state’s own
officials hand you this kind of confir-
mation. When the head of a state
trade body and the president himself
can’t hide the reality anymore, and
concede this much pain, it is the
clearest evidence yet that $435 mil-
lion a day in lost activity is achieving
what airstrikes never fully did.

President Trump should tune out
Tehran’s escalating demands and let
the blockade keep working.

Miap MALEKD

Senior fellow, Foundation for
Defense of Democracies
Washington

Medicine’s Covid Reckoning Is Long Overdue

Regarding your editorial “Fauci,
Covid Vaccines and Miscarriages”
(Aug. 14): You write, “Sen. Johnson . .
. claims the data actually documented
an 82% rate.” It wasn’t my claim. 1
was citing testimony and an open let-
ter to the American Board of Obstet-
rics and Gynecology sent by Dr.
James Thorp—a board-certified OB-
GYN who has cared for women for
more than 40 years and has firsthand
experience treating pregnant women
harmed by the Covid injection.

By arguing over one particular in-
terpretation of what your editorial
called a “sloppy” study, fact check-
ers and other Anthony Fauci apolo-
gists are missing the main point: Dr.
Fauci withheld information from
pregnant women that they had the
right to know. His claim that there
were no red flags is refuted by his
acknowledgment of “significant cy-
tokines storm and fever” and my
May and April reports.

The question isn’t what the actual
percentage of miscarriage risk is—we
probably will never know because of
grossly inadequate and negligent, if

not corrupt, safety surveillance. The
question should be why federal
health officials consistently withheld
information on safety signals,
thereby depriving the public of fully
informed consent.

Dr. Fauci isn’t alone in refusing to
answer for his role in our miserably
failed response to Covid. The media
that continues to cover up for their
participation in silencing dissenting
voices and not rigorously pursuing
the truth should engage in serious
self-reflection.

The latest example is the media
news blackout of my report, “Un-
masked: How Biden Health Officials
Purposely Turned a Blind Eye To-
ward COVID-19 Vaccine Safety Sig-
nals.” Not one major newspaper or
broadcast news network has covered
this major scandal as a news story.
Until we have a thorough Covid
reckoning, trust in media, health
agencies, doctors, hospitals, “ex-
perts” and science will continue to
plummet. And deservedly so.

Sen. Ron Jounson (R., Wis)
Oshkosh, Wis.

Government Authority Isn’t Medical Evidence

Your editorial is exactly right to
warn that President Trump’s vaccine
order will feed public anxiety
(“Trump Jabs at Vaccines for Chil-
dren,” Aug. 12).

What troubles me most isn’t
simply what the administration
recommends, but how it is reach-
ing medical conclusions. Neither
President Trump nor Robert F.
Kennedy Jr. is a physician. That
does not disqualify them from
making health policy. But it should
make them especially reluctant to
substitute personal judgment for

Oregon Has a Student Crisis

Your editorial “Youngkin Goes to
Bat for School Choice” (Aug. 12)
rightly warns that states refusing to
step up to the plate on federal tax-
credit scholarships will leave their
students behind. Oregon is fast be-
coming that cautionary tale.

Despite the Nation’s Report Card
placing our state last in fourth-grade
reading and math, Gov. Tina Kotek
announced this June that she will
not opt Oregon into the federal Edu-
cation Freedom Tax Credit program.

Last November I joined fellow
legislators in urging Gov. Kotek to
participate. This program requires
zero new state taxes. It simply al-
lows people to claim a federal tax
credit of up to $1,700 for donations
to scholarship organizations—funds
that cover private-school tuition,
tutoring, special-needs services,
and vital support for public-school
students.

Oregon must open doors for
struggling students, not slam them
shut. During the 2027 legislative
session, I will introduce statutory
legislation to bypass this executive
roadblock and formally opt our
state in.

Until then, keep an eye on Oregon
this November. Voters will decide if
playing politics with our children’s
future in a failing educational sys-
tem finally carries a price at the bal-
lot box.

State REP. DWAYNE YUNKER (R, ORE.)

Grants Pass, Ore.

CORRECTION

An Aug. 13 art review, “Laying
Down the Line,” named only two cu-
rators of the exhibition “Willem de
Kooning Drawing.” The show has
three: Kevin Salatino, Mel Becker
Solomon and Charlotte Healy.

Letters intended for publication should
iled to wsj.ltrs@wsj.com. Please
ity, state and telephone
All letters are subject to
2, and unpublished letters cannot

be acknowledged.

an evidence-based medical process.

Calling the MMR vaccine “quite
lethal” without supporting evidence
isn’t a scientific argument. Nor is
substantially rewriting the childhood
immunization schedule without new
evidence demonstrating that the ex-
isting schedule is unsafe or inferior.

The medical profession has
hardly been silent. The American
Academy of Pediatrics, American
Medical Association, American Col-
lege of Physicians and Infectious
Diseases Society of America, among
others, have objected and empha-
sized that vaccine recommendations
should rest on rigorous evidence
and expert review.

Presidents properly make policy.
Physicians and scientists properly
debate medical evidence. But politi-
cal authority can’t convert an un-
supported assertion into a medical
fact. When government speaks about
children’s health, evidence should
come before conclusions—not the
other way around.

Arig Burz, MD.
Weslaco, Texas

Data Centers Are Going Big

Regarding Blake Hurst’s “If Yow'd
Like to Build a Data Center, My
Farm Is Available” (Cross Country,
Aug. 15): As the economist Thomas
Sowell so clearly observed, every
decision in life involves trade-offs.
Mr. Hurst clearly framed the trade-
offs in approving a data center in
northwest Missouri.

The project seems like an em-
phatic no-brainer to me. Surely the
farm community in Missouri has
not lost their collective common
sense,

Mark ReicH
Mesquite, Nev.

Pepper ...
And Salt

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

“We couldn’t travel
last year so we decided
to build a moat.”
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OPINION

The Young MAGA Socialists Are Here

By Emil Barr

ifty-three percent of self-

identified conservatives

under 40 support govern-

ment-run grocery stores.

Not Democrats, conserva-
tives. Take that in.

I run a company that tracks lay-
offs caused by artificial intelligence,
and every month I look at spread-
sheets that show my generation los-
ing entry-level jobs faster than any-
one anticipated. So when the polling
says young Americans have soured
on capitalism, I'm not surprised by
the anger.

1am surprised by who is angry, be-
cause the rise of socialism among
young Americans is no longer only a
Democratic story. Young conserva-
tives who grew up hearing that gov-
ernment was the problem are in-
creasingly asking why the

Many conservatives in
Generation Z think the
American Dream is gone.
Some of us are building it.

government isn’t doing more to make
their lives easier, which in 2026 sim-
ply means more affordable. They are
increasingly comfortable with taxing
billionaires, expanding government
programs and blaming some outside
group for the sense that the Ameri-
can Dream is further away than it
was for their parents.

The left is embracing socialism
openly, but we should worry about
how the right is arriving at many of

the same conclusions by a different
route.

In a 2025 survey of young likely
voters, 42% of conservatives said
they would like to see a democratic
socialist win the presidency in 2028.
Among 2024 Trump voters, the fig-
ure was 35% in another poll. A March
2026 poll found 77% of all voters
support raising taxes on billionaires,
including 65% of Republicans, 75% of
independents, and 91% of Democrats.
1t also found 62% of voters are more
likely to back a candidate who sup-
ports an increased billionaire tax,
versus 12% more likely to support a
candidate who opposes it.

These aren’t disciples of Karl
Marx, but they believe the economy
is rigged against them, and they in-
creasingly believe the government
should step in and fix it.

A July 2026 Fox News poll found
that 61% of Republicans view capi-
talism favorably, down from 72% in
2019, while the share who feel
strongly favorable has fallen from
54% to 41%. The share who say the
system is rigged toward the
wealthy has climbed from 30% in
2018 to 42%.

I'm 23, and I understand why my
generation is frustrated. Unafford-
able housing is one of the clearest
reasons. The striking part of Zohran
Mamdani’s win in New York is that
the language he used—affordability,
rent regulation, hostility to concen-
trated wealth—now sounds com-
pletely normal to millions of young
Americans who would never call
themselves socialists.

1 am not going to tell my genera-
tion that everything is fine, but I be-
lieve we are making a fundamental
mistake when we take a real eco-

Mayor Zohran i displays

bananas.

nomic problem and turn it into an
argument against capitalism.

Capitalism is failing young Ameri-
cans, but it isn’t the reason young
Americans are failing.

On the left, the villain is usually
the billionaire or the corporation. On
the right, it might be China, immi-
grants, Israel or whichever group is
being blamed that month for why we
can’t afford what our parents could
at our age. The targets of blame
change, but the logic stays the same:
somebody else took what should
have been mine, and whoever it is
should pay to give it back.

This is where the argument gets
uncomfortable.

Ask young Americans whether
they want universal healthcare, free
college, cheaper housing or more
government assistance and you will
find plenty of support, but when you
ask who should pay for it, suddenly

the revolutionaries get quieter.

We want the Nordic welfare state
without the Nordic tax bill. We want
the government to spend more
money while somehow charging
none of us for it, which sounds more
like a wish list than an economic
model.

I think my generation is getting
capitalism completely wrong, be-
cause those of us who are actually
building companies are showing that
opportunity hasn't disappeared
nearly as completely as some young
people believe.

For the first time on record,
2025 saw Gen Z entrepreneurs
starting more new businesses than
baby boomers, accounting for 9% of
new business starts in 2025 against
5% for boomers. Most of those
founders used Al to get started; it
has never been cheaper to try to be
an entrepreneur.
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So which is it? Are we a genera-
tion that believes the government
needs to rescue us from the econ-
omy, or are we a generation capable
of building our own way out?

My mother brought me to Amer-
ica from Russia when T was 3 be-
cause she believed that her son
would have more opportunity here,
and she was right.

T was able to scale successful busi-
nesses as a teenager, negotiate my
way through free college, and build a
personal net worth of over $20 mil-
lion all before turning 23. I didn’t do
that because the government handed
me a check, but because America
gave me room to try.

There are real barriers making op-
portunity harder to reach, and the
government built most of them.
Housing supply is restricted by zon-
ing. Licensing keeps capable people
out of professions they could other-
wise enter. Permitting turns projects
that should take months into years-
long exercises.

If those barriers are making life
harder for young people, the answer
is to remove them. It isn’t to con-
vince an entire generation that capi-
talism itself is the barrier.

Capitalism tells young Americans
that the answer is to build some-
thing, learn a skill, start a business,
take responsibility and create value.
The alternative is to become con-
vinced that every economic problem
has an external villain and every so-
lution has to come from Washington.
That's a dangerous idea, regardless
of which party adopts it.

Mr. Barr is the co-founder of
Flashpass and founder of Step Up
Social.

Reform and Open China on America’s Terms

By Jeremy Furchtgott

he debate over U.S. trade pol-

icy toward China is based on a

false choice between openness
and restrictions. There is a third op-
tion: America can decide which parts
of China to do business with.

Under Xi Jinping, China closes it-
self off to the outside world. In April,
China’s State Council issued two sets
of rules that took effect immediately—
Regulations on Industrial and Supply
Chain Security and Regulations on
Countering Improper Extraterritorial
Jurisdiction by Foreign States. The
regulations give Beijing new ways to
shield Chinese entities from foreign
export controls, sanctions and regula-
tory investigations.

China has already used those
tools. In May the Justice Ministry
invoked its new anti-extraterrito-
rial-jurisdiction rules for the first
time, forbidding Chinese entities
from cooperating with the Euro-
pean Commission’s investigation,
under the Foreign Subsidies Regu-
lation, into Chinese security-equip-
ment maker Nuctech. China’s Com-
merce Ministry backed the move,
condemning the EU probe as an

“unjustified suppression on Chinese
enterprises.” Beijing thus signaled
to Chinese companies that cooper-
ating with a foreign regulator could
be a violation of Chinese policy.

Western governments are moving
in the opposite direction, demanding
more information about Chinese
supply chains. America’s Uyghur
Forced Labor Prevention Act re-
quires companies to establish that
goods imported from China weren’t
made with forced labor from Xinji-
ang. The EU’s Corporate Sustainabil-
ity Due Diligence Directive, or CS3D,
requires large companies to investi-
gate risks throughout their global
supply chains.

These rules assume companies
can get reliable information about
what happens inside China—an as-
sumption Beijing increasingly chal-
lenges. The result isn’t simply that
Chinese companies might evade
Western regulations, but that U.S.
companies trying to comply face sig-
nificant liability because Beijing
makes compliance impossible.

Some argue that America should
reduce our economic ties with China
in response. Efforts to do so are un-
der way, but in some sectors may

take a decade or longer to show re-
sults. In the near term, U.S. regula-
tory policy is toothless.

America can neither abandon the
commercial relationship nor force
China to be transparent. So rather
than try to change China—as West-
ern missionaries once sought to do—
U.S. policy should reward the parts
of China that are willing to make
themselves open to U.S. business.

The U.S. should offer cities
and businesses access to
our markets in exchange
for being transparent.

To willing partners in China,
America should offer terms seeking
transparency into ownership and
supply chains, cooperation with
foreign regulatory investigations,
compliance with U.S. sanctions and
export controls, and reciprocal ac-
cess for American companies. Chi-
nese companies and jurisdictions
that meet those standards should
be rewarded with preferential

treatment in the U.S. market.

There are precedents for this ap-
proach. Recognizing that China isn’t
a monolith, Deng Xiaoping’s “Reform
and Opening Up” didn’t attempt to
transform China’s entire economy at
once. Beijing designated Special Eco-
nomic Zones—Shenzhen, then a fish-
ing village, became the most fa-
mous—where foreign investment
could enter and commercial experi-
mentation could proceed under dif-
ferent rules.

Reform and Opening 2.0 would
revive that concept with a twist:
This time, Washington would set
the terms. Chinese companies and
localities could decide whether
they wanted to meet them. An un-
derperforming coastal city like
Shantou—one of the original SEZs,
with a large diaspora and an inter-
national orientation—might jump
at the opportunity.

The administration can begin
with tools it already has. A county
that opens its supply-chain records
to U.S. auditors might receive expe-
dited export-license treatment,
streamlined customs processing and
more student visas; a jurisdiction
like Xinjiang, where Beijing has

made independent verification im-
possible, would see the opposite. Re-
form and Opening 2.0 would thus re-
introduce the incentive and feedback
mechanisms missing from today’s
one-size-fits-all China policy.

Congress can give the president
and the U.S. trade representative au-
thority to differentiate tariff treat-
ment among Chinese companies and
Jjurisdictions. Today, America’s China
trade policy is remarkably blunt: U.S.
rules mostly treat the world’s sec-
ond-largest economy as a single eco-
nomic counterpart.

Beijing’s efforts to make itself
more opaque create friction. The
U.S. can adjust by defining paths for
stable trade. Instead of waiting for
Beijing to decide how China will
open to America, Washington can
decide how America will open to

‘hina.

Deng Xiaoping opened China to
the world on China’s terms. Reform
and Opening 2.0 would open China
on America’s terms.

Mr. Furchtgott leads the China
practice at Baron Public Affairs, a
political risk consultancy based in
Washington.

Russia Burns Books and Sacks Libraries in Ukraine

By Emily Hamilton

ibliocide—attacks on the writ-

ten word—is a common tactic

of totalitarians and terrorists.
The Nazis burned books in Germany
in the 1930s, as did the Khmer Rouge
in Cambodia in the 1970s. Bosnian
Serbs destroyed Sarajevo’s National
and University Library in 1992, and
in 2015 ISIS devastated Mosul Cen-
tral Library.

The Ukrainian Culture Ministry
says Russia has damaged or de-
stroyed 906 libraries since 2022. Nu-
merous cases of book burning and li-
brary sacking have been
documented. Among them: In 2022
the Petro Mohyla Church library was
burned in Mariupol. Books were
burned in Rovenky in 2023. Yulia
Kakulia-Danyliuk, a librarian in
Kapytolivka, has described the de-
struction in that village: “Everything
was smashed and broken, books
were scattered everywhere. There
was filth.”

Kapytolivka holds particular sig-
nificance, having been home to Vo-
lodymyr Vakulenko, a poet and

children’s book author, who was
abducted and murdered by Russian
troops in 2022. When the librarian
returned after the village’s libera-
tion, only 4,500 of 16,500 books re-
mained. She found books on Ukrai-
nian culture and history in the
toilets, covered in human waste.
“All of them had been soiled. That
was done deliberately.”

Anehlina Vietrova is a librarian in
the Kherson Library system. While
under Russian occupation, she wel-
comed Svitlana Pekaliuk, head of
Oleksandrivka’s library, into her
home. While living together, they op-
erated a clandestine library. “People
would come to borrow books. As the
librarian, Svitlana would register
books, check them out, and people
‘would return them. In my home, an
impromptu library existed during
the occupation.”

After Oleksandrivka’s liberation,
Pekaliuk returned home to a de-
stroyed library there, She set up a
small mobile library to take its place,
but died soon after. “Now there is no
library,” Ms. Vietrova says.

Before the occupation, Ms. Vietrova
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worked at the Kherson Regional Chil-
dren’s Library: “It was a beautifully
renovated building with a huge hall
where children read and held parties.
It was damaged multiple times and hit
directly and deliberately. They were
clearly striking it on purpose.”

The same happened to the large,
modern Oles Honchar Library in the
city of Kherson. “It’s splendid,” Ms.
Vietrova says. “They targeted it de-
liberately. You could see it was in-
tentional—the building stands alone,
and it’s obviously a library. They de-
stroyed it.”

The East SOS Foundation, a Ukrai-
nian humanitarian and human-rights
organization, has gathered testi-
mony from librarians and teachers

cide, says Maria Mezentseva-Fedo-
renko, a member of Ukraine’s Par-
liament: “Our books have been the
target of dictatorships in the past.
Throughout the 20th century,
Ukrainian authors were persecuted
and our texts censored. This large-
scale destruction isn’t just about
books. It’s about robbing our chil-
dren’s future.”

Oleksandra Matviichuk, head of

Bibliocide—attacks on the
written word—was a tactic
of Nazi Germany, the
Khmer Rouge and ISIS.

that there is no Ukrainian nation, no
Hkraini 11, TIkeadhd

culture.”

The destruction extends to
Ukraine’s publishing industry. On
Sunday Russian drones and ballistic
missiles hit the Pochayna Book
Market, one of Kyiv's most popular
spots for back-to-school shopping.
On Aug. 1, Russia launched a strike
on a depot of books in Ukraine and
hit the logistics and distribution
center of the publishers RNK-Ranok
and the KnyhoLand bookstore chain
in Kharkiv. Eight million books were
destroyed in the blaze that fol-
lowed, including 600,000 school
textbooks. As many as 9.65 million
books have been destroyed since
to the Ukrainian

who saw books destroyed. A di
to a teacher from Luhansk, “the oc-
cupiers confiscated books from peo-
ple and forced children to bring
them back to the school library.
Then Russians destroyed everything
they seized. They took it to the
boiler room and burned it there. Not
only textbooks, but all the Ukrainian
literature in the library was burned.”
Ukraine is no stranger to biblio-

the Genter for Civil Liberties (which
was awarded the 2022 Nobel Peace
Prize), describes the destruction of
books as “part of a broader geno-
cidal policy of Russia. We know from
history that the burning of libraries
accompanied genocides throughout
the centuries as an erasure of some-
one else’s identity. Putin openly says

Notable ¢ Quotable: “Woke 1.0

From “Woke 1.0 is over. But what
did progressives do wrong?” by Nes-
rine Malik in the Guardian, Aug. 18:

Woke 10 . . . was about concrete
problems: policing of minority com-
munities, the right of women not to
be sexually harassed or violated, the
systemic racism and sexism that dam-
aged both. And it was about reform-
ing the cultural structures that cre-
ated and perpetuated those systems.
... None of this is “crazy”. ...

An altogether more serious—and
shallow—allegation is that it was all
“crazy” because this is what the left
does. Given a chance, the left will

waste capital by descending into in-
fighting, radicalism and alienation. It
is rarely acknowledged that this left
never has political power, and so its
energies become trapped in the
realm of culture. This is not to ex-
cuse excesses, but to point out a
mundane matter of physics. When a
political movement is deprived of ex-
ecutive means, by way of democratic
systems in which money and estab-
lishment interests are arrayed be-
hind the right and the centre right,
it becomes trapped outside policy
and exercises its power in the only
venues it can. It is a feature of weak-
ness, not strength.

May,
magazine Chytomo.

Kharkiv, the country’s publishing
capital, has endured several attacks,
including one in May 2024 at Faktor-
Druk, one of the largest printing
houses in Ukraine, where seven em-
ployees were killed. “Immediately,
people mobilized to rebuild,” says
Sergii Polituchyi, founder and presi-
dent of Faktor Cos. Group. Now his
mood is bleak. Just days after mil-
lions of books were lost, on August 5,
Russia destroyed the warehouse com-
plex of Ukraine’s largest online store
and marketplace, Rozetka. “The only
way forward,” Mr. Polituchyi says, “is
to stop Russia. They want to destroy
our imagination.”

Russia is up against a dogged en-
emy. Lt. Oksana “Ksena” Rubaniak is
a 23-year-old poet. “As a soldier,”
she says, “I defend our land. As a
poet, I defend the written word. Be-
cause words outlive even ruins.
While every destroyed book is an at-
tempt to silence a generation, the
Ukrainian voice cannot be burned or
erased.”

Ms. Hamilton is producer of four
documentaries on Ukraine featuring
and directed by Bernard Henri-Lévy.
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The only way to keep the world safe from ALl

Global co-
operation is
the solution,
says Robert
Wright, the
author of
“The God

»

Test.

David Wallace-Wells

Last month something strange hap-
pened at ificial i i

gle between OpenAl and

new ime — and, worryingly,

They are the twotitans, They both want
towin. And totopitall off, the CE.O.s
hate eachother.

And they are pursuing these goals
pretty recklessly, in my view. But it

inghouse Hugging Face: Some rogue
A.L agents hacked into its systems to
gain control of some useful tools.

Asit turned out, the agents did this
during an OpenAl training run, meant
tobe contained in a sandbox envi-
ronment, siloed off from the real world.
Even more unsettling, at least one of the
company's models broke out of that
controlled environment and gained
access tothe internet two months be-
fore the agents made their way to Hug-
ging Face. The news was disconcerting
enough for the kinds of people most
worried about AL safety, but when
OpenAl researchers explained the
episode in detail at a cybersecurity
conference last week, it spurred an
additional spasm of panic, focused on
the revelation that along the way, the
rogue agents had created their own
message board to communicate with
one another. In The Wall Street Journal,
the former counterterrorism czar
Richard Clarke warned that “the next
‘lableak’ could be A.1"

But the news alsoarrived at atime
when public concern about this kind of
AL safety seemed to be diminishing,
somewhat supplanted by anxiety about
less dire matters: questions about

ty and economic growth, about whether
big bets on frontier labs and A.L infra-
structure will pay off, the threat of

Chi Ameri-
canA.I. companies and the risk of a
bubble. A.1 agents keep doing unset-
tling things, but despite the occasional
news story about trying to blackmail
their corporate bosses or routinely
threatening mutually assured destruc-
tion in war games, you don't hear quite
as much about Skynet and human
extinction as you did a few years ago,
when the technology was newer and
those fears seemed fresher.

Thisisa pattern familiar to me from
the culture wars over climate change:
An early wave of anticipatory apocalyp-
ticism gives way, over time, to a period
of widespread normalization, even as
the alarming events continue to accu-
mulate. Last week I talked about it with
Robert Wright, whose new book on the
evolutionary significance and geopoli-
tics of artificial intelligence is called
“The God Test." This conversation has
been edited for clarity and length.

What happened with the Hugging Face
incident? How different was this from
what we saw before, whenan A.I. agent
intraining was given a particular task
and, attempting to complete the task,
broke some of the other rules it was

given?

Firstof all, 1 don't think it even broke
therulesit was given. I don't think they
said: Don't cheat. And 1don't even think
they said: Don't break out of the sand-
box. They just set up what they thought

was an inescapable sandbox.
And so this is a classic example of an
Al ing a goalit’s b but

in pursuing that goal also pursuing a

i goal that the goal giver had
not anticipated. In other words, thisis
the paper clip experiment.

That's a thought experiment in which an
Al agent tasked with producing as

because if you're totally
unwilling to put something out on the
market before you're 100 percent sure
it's safe, then you may lose the race.

not telling us exactly what the rules are
—isreportedly exempting open-source
models.

Butimagine, for example, that some-
body used a powerful open-source
model in even an unsuccessful attempt
to genetically engineer a new Kind of
bioweapon that might have wiped out
half of humanity. Both governments

spent agood portion of the last year
shocked at how quickly national atten-
tion moved on from the fires in Los
Angeles. And then this summer more

Ayearago I'would have said to you that I
didn't see much hope of slowing things
down, that perhaps my biggest worry
was that technology was moving faster

is might be

in than that
Spokane, Wash., and it's e lawof. ican poli
biggest news story of the week. that technology and money could simply
Itdoes seem that there’s been a little run laps around any attempt at demo-

frog boiling going on.
But with A.1. my biggest near-term

cratic oversight or control. But we've
now watched this huge wave of protest

many paper clips as s0
good at the job that it ends up destroying
humanity to make more paper clips.

dangers have been documented in
experiments with AL for years now.
But I think eveninthe A1 safety com-

And why are you skeptical that align- would not only think harder about concern is not the one-off epic catastro- against data center construction, and
ment can solve that problem? controlling open-source Al but also phe. 1 am very worried about bioweap- while I think it’s a bit of a messy and

ibl B ifyou o i ing A.L within on d of course. ic lition, it’s won some
engineer perfect alignment — which your ownbordersisnotenoughbecause  But I'malso just worried about the pretty astonishing victories. There’s now
you probably couldn’t — you would still pandemics don't respect borders. i ilizing impact of A L de ium in New York,

these need i hat align- i just some- on lots of fronts at once. Job effects. and suddenly there’s even a kind of

ment on all powerful models. And one thing that A.1. could help bring about. Social and i i ium in Texas.
unaligned model could be big trouble.In  They’re also a good metaphor for other Parents wondering what it And Al
the most dire scenarios, youcangetone  problemsit could create. Al justhasa their kid is saying he's friends with an wrote a letter about the possible need to
single model going around the world number of potentially negative proper- AL Andallof the it slow things d “Pacing the Fron-

munity, many people underestimate the
challenge. They will look at an incident
like this and say: OK, something’s kind
of broken, and we need to fixit, and we'll
fix it with this thing called alignment.

That's the kind of moral instruction
element of training models, totry to get
them to behave more like we'd want
themto.

Tam a skeptic of salvation through
alignment. And I think what we need to
understand is that the fundamental
source of this incident — of this break-
out —is the property that the market

atically encm!raging: autonomy.

infiltrating data centers, stealing the
compute, making itself stronger, rep-

ties that don’t respect national borders.
And that’s the kind of thing that logi-

licating itself and —for
whatever reason, whether because

cally
tion, to international governance.

other human beings as we getmore

!i_er,"_il was r.a_lled. Ithink that wasa

and more i
from A.1 The bond: usedto

thing, given how many
1k AL elites signed ontoit.

be formed by getting information and
i helpand

And how not very long ago the industry
asawhole seemed much more accelera-

Yes. And in suggesting aninterna-
tional effort, the “Pacing” letter recog-

you can't even slow the thing

down at anational level realistically. As

apractical political matter, you're going
h L : ordi

ditor

A.Lisinabad mood —maybe taking Does that mean that on that front,you're  from other human beings. What is the
down the whole global icati inasortofdark imisticabout the  effect of losing that? tionist.
infrastructure. ultimate outcome here? 1could goon, but my point is that it

Soevenif A OpenAl won't be any one thing. And it could hit

i models “Pandemi it na- some societis h thers.
made elsewhere could still be a prob- are not just tional self-interest China may do a better job of keeping
lem. And right now the environment is 35 leads toward more things under control because of its
broadly permissive of international gov- o governan wedo.
of open-source models. A‘," couldhelp  erpance. That's tion.
bring about. almost,tome,an  It'salways beenstriking tome that

And more models, generally. A few years

to be a broader expec-
tation that a single lab might really win
this arms race, which is one reason A.1.

is what
trying todevelop.
In part so that model: impi
themselves.

Autonomy is also what employers

‘want from models, because they don’t
‘want to h: d any il

was

tharitarian technology. Now it seems, at

least in the medium term, much likelier

we'll have an abundance of models
ddi 2

micromanaging an agent than they doa
human worker.

Ideally, in their view, less.
d what the i inthe

Along the current trajectory. Now, |
think there's a good chance that both
the U.S. and China will actually decide
that the whole open-source thing needs

Hugging Face incident showed was,
aboveall, impressive autonomy: the
ability to pursue agoal flexibly, even in
the face of obstacles, over a long period.
That's what everyone wants. That's
what everyone is asking for. And the
competitive dynamics, both between

5 P

Why do you think that ? Here in the
United States, there’s less talk about the

And if we imagine a world in which
i d i

They're alsoa uncontestablefact.  China is much more optimistic and
good metaphor  ButwithA.L, much less bout A.L than
for other there's long been Americans are. I've often wondered
blems it i f of that is that Chi I
could create” Whatkindof warn-  still trust their government's ability to
ing shot will it take intervene in crises, to take control of
to get people to evenvery large and messy systems. to
lize that? And rt ity rather deferand
there's h thatit was

going to have to be a catastrophe on
some scale, and everyone's hoping for
the smallest possible catastrophe. I'd
say so far, we've gotten off very light.
I'mnot aware of a single death attribut-
able to the Hugging Face incident or

"I think you may well be right. And 1

headed, responsible perspective pre-
vails, what does that look like?
Firstof all, countries are going to
wanta lot of transparency about what's
going oninother countries, A.L-wise.
For now, you can think largely about the
U.S.and China, but it applies more
generically. And remember, an A.L is

think actually the Chi not i missile
has long been more responsive to and things like that, which have been
popular than Ameri may subject i
appreciate, including sometimes control.

other similar incidents. And yet I think

ry has grown
much less hostile to open source than it
was six or nine months ago.And in

they actually have elevated the discus-

rn;

Ontheother hand, artificial intelli-
genceis avery handy tool for an au-
thoritarian. It can be a tool of surveil-
P

Although there are some parallels,
right? In the same way that, especially
50 years ago, there weren’t many coun-

Chhla,x_i.linping i

inad way,

among nations, are not only
ing autonomy but also encouraging the
big players to court risk in pursuit of it.

1 mean, this is basically a death strug-

fonal political principle.
Yes, in China the government has
it. And the Tr dmini

I'malittle less sure that p
gaveabi liably lead i thisor
inA.l asasortof i There was often that

too, but we've seen some pretty unthink-
bledi: in recent years, and the

tration, in the course of building this

impact on policy isn’t that obvious. I

L It canal: nuclear
of social disruption and chaos, which weapons, it doesn’t seem that there are
K itariani ppeal that many ble of gt ing
ing. I think this dangerous mixtureis frontier AL
ing for tokeepin Yes, and what's more, the big training
mind. It's one of ths big- s are i They're hard to

gest take-home message is: Intrying
totake control of A.L, slower is better.

doin secret. They need too much infra-
WALLACE-WELLS, PAGE 10
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The Dostoyevsky solution
to the attention economy

Matt Dinan

mostly led discussions, I had the pleas-
ure of becoming a student myself,

proposing thrilling but wildly unschol-
arly theories about the uIUma(e l‘ate ul

asmor undergraduate idiosyncrasy is

difficult when you're contending with

day care colds, spirit-rending adminis-

trative work, worries about the state of
h

Father Z

h

e and simply the

Superheroes are a bore.
Well, except Spider-Man.

David Colman

Fourteen years after the first "Aveng-
ers” movie hit theaters, superheroes
have become a bore. Their supernatural
strength, their predictable near-inde-
structibility, their vehicles or magical
powers that whoosh them in and out of
multiverses galore. Can any of it stand
upto what is happening to the world
outside? And when the stakes are so
ridiculous, does any of it actually res-
onate?

‘We don't need Mr. All- Amen«.a.n—
From-Kryptonora

ofall, people hate spiders, so you can't
calla book ‘Spider-Man.' Secondly, he
can't beateenager — teenagers can
only be sidekicks. And third, he can't
have personal problems if he's supposed
to be asuperhero — don't you know who
asuperherois?” But Mr. Lee pulled
together astory and published it in the
finalissue of a canceled comics title in
the summer of 1962, and Spider-Man
took off.

That's because Spidey's limitations
make him more, not less, of a superhero.
He's finite right down to his crime-
fighting brief and his classic territory —
baddies in New York City, no more, no
!ess. Thal's apowerful part of his unspo-

ken

aire with abat attitude. Not with the
federal government currently at war
withitself, its populace, its Constitution,
allcommon decency and Iran. Even Lex
Luthor might cringe at the brazen cor-
ruption of our oligarchs. No, thisisnota
job for Superman. Nor is it one for sev-
eral gaggles of superheroes —the
Avengers, the X-Men, the New Avengers
and sundry others. Sure, they know how
tooust alien invaders, but they also tend
todestroy entire cities in doing so, leav-
ing the normies to clean up their messes.
‘We need just a spider. Two weekends
ago, the perpetually put-upon Peter
Parker swung into action again in “Spi-
der-Man: Brand New Day"” in almost
4,500 theaters across North America
and in 66 countries, frantically juggling
supernatural, romantic, financial and

psychological
) battles. He doesn't
Is"'d"’:m getthrough them
. with ease, but along

nu.lm lum the way he handily
finite right broke the global
down to his box-office record
crime-fighting  foramovie'sopen-
brief and his ing week, surpass-
classic territory.  ing $500 million.

The worldwide

gross surpassed $2

billion this past
weekend. The success affirmed what
many of us felt in our gut: If you want or
need any superhero right now, you're
better off with Spider-Man.
Which is funny because. by most
id

Act locally Be

Iread “The Brothers Karamazov” for
the first time last semester. For some-
onein my line of work — I'm a professor
inagreat books program — having
failed to read one of the greatest novels
ever written is embarrassing, close to
professional malpractice. So whenmy
co-teacher, Alan, proposed we assign
this thousand-page saga to our third-
and fourth-year students, [ eagerly
reed.

“The Brothers Karamazov” con-
sumed me in a way I hadn't experienced
in years, maybe decades. I could think of
little else. Emails went unanswered. [
repeatedly read well past my strict,
middle-aged 10 p.m. bedtime. I was once
so absorbed, I forgot to pick up my
daughter at ballet. I lost interest inmy
phone.

And I wasn't alone. As my profession
underwent alarge and public meltdown
over the future of education in the A.1.
age, | was having one of the best
semesters of my career. When I'd enter
our seminar room, I'd hear my students
chattering excitedly about Dmitry

the friendl!
Plus, he’s entangled. Yes, he has arch-
enemies like Green Goblin and Doctor

wild love life and self-
destructive partying asif he lived in the
dorm with them; there were debates —
inmy view, but sincere —

Octopus. Buthe
mies, a horrible boss, that on-again,
off-againromance and a secret he does
everything to protect. That pretty much
describes me and everyone I know.

That’s what made me love Spider-
Man as akid. When | was growing up in
rural Wisconsin in the late '70s, far from
any place you could buy a 45 record or
comic book, The Milwaukee Journal had
“The Amazing Spider-Man." He was the
only superhero I ever imagined being —
ayoung man livingin the city, trying to
keep it all together with a combination
of frayed nerves and spider silk.

Itwas impossible to be Superman. 1
was never going to be as rich as Bruce
‘Wayne. But, hey, I was good at science.
Forall I knew, I could visitalabona
school trip, get bitten by a radioactive
spider and start transforming. And this
fantasy came with a bonus, which any
teenage boy going through the agoniz-
ing social-sexual changes and perplexi-
ties of puberty could relate to. (If only

about which books might help the obdu-
rate intellectual brother, lvan, overcome
his despair.

That my students — regular 20-some-
things at a public college in one of Cana-
da's poorest provinces — fell in love with
Fyodor Dostoyevsky's strange little
town might look like a miracle from the
outside, butas the narrator of “The
Brothers Karamazov” puts it: “Miracles
never bother a realist.” To be a realist
about higher education is to acknowl-
edge that the challenge of our moment is
not primarily intellectual but sentimen-
tal. Spiritual, if you will. In the algorith-
mic age, effective teaching is affective
teaching.

Today’s educational problems are
oftenattributed to adeficit of focus or
attention, but attention is an anemic
way to understand what allows educa-
tion to transform people. We're really
lalkmg about pass:om inconvenient and

hat isto.

Passi unity of purposeand

every came with
percool secret instead of 1,000 embar-
rassing ones.)

Peter Parker is finally an adult in
“Brand New Day," but he's still fighting
the same demons. That’s what makes
him burn so bright right now: how
refreshingly uninfected he is by the
shallow, deluded fantasies of power
being sold like snake oil on our national

Marvel Man is not
particularly impressive. He can scam-
per up walls, can shoot and swing from
sticky webbing and has superhuman
strength and that spider sense. That's
about it. He can't fly; one of the reasons
heis soidentified with New York City is
that he needs the architecture to get
around. Plunk him down in an lowa
cornfield, and the guy has towalk. He's
notimmortal or immune from injury.
Bullets don't bounce off him; he even
gets shot in the new movie and ends up
inthe hospital.

He doesn't have a hidden high-tech
lair filled with an endless arsenal of

'y day. He's not a fitness influ-

urgency that is the antidote to the feck-
less, superficial distraction of the algo-
rithmic age. Lots of us pay very close
attention to our phones, but what we
lack is the sustaining passion that en-
dures difficulty and shapes alife.
‘When I asked my students why they
thought Dostoyevsky was sucha hit,

novel's mysterious narrator.

As far back as Plato'sirascible char-
acter Meno, would-be teachers have
been confronting the problem that
students must want to learn before

learning is possible. For many decades,
higher education has relied on a work-
around to this problem: tying access to
good jobs to success in school. In some
cases, adesire for money and prestige
leads toreal, ifincidental, learning. But
large language models have broken this

kind of routinized structures that bear
the weight of bourgeois life. Being a
good teacher requires being sort of odd,
evenabit Some of my favor-

Karamazov, Alyosha, is trying to win
over an intelligent boy named Kolya,
‘who confuses skepticism with maturity.
Alyosha’s passionate appeal doesn’t
involve rhetorical fireworks or hyster-
ics. Instead, he takes the young man
very seriously. He treats himlike an
adult. We forget, at our peril, how life-

it can be for young people to

ite professors married scholarly exper-

havean unrelated adult treat them with

tise with i ty. My
dissertation adviser insisted her slu-
dents take up social dance like polka,
line dancing and zydeco; another of my
former professors would alight at 4 a.m.
toteach himself Japanese before under-
taking woodwurkmg projects hke mak-

seri and respect. Alyoshais

present to Kolya and painfully earnest.

For the most part, he asks questions

rather than gives speeches. And eventu-

ally Kolya can’t deny lhal there is some-
i “Karamazoy, i

his prematurely world- vJeaxy cynicism

ingalife set.
mi: L'rbbemuvedlsmbea

encer selling deep thoughts and pep-
tides. He's nota cullure-“urmnnger
a

pushing
trumped-up enemy. He’s not a dark-
money tech titan mythomaniac prop-
ping himself up on a pedestal as human-
ity’s savior. What these master of the
universe wannabes have in common is
that they are selling you a superhero
fantasy you can’t afford — a dream of
unlimited muscle, longevity, wealth or
power, of living your true potential.

Spider-Man lives in the here and now
— New York City, today, give or take —
and he‘s fully entangled with all the

deadly crime-fighti dj In
“Brand New Day™ he has an attic work-
shop where he makes his own devices,

entails. It might seem
that his stakes are low compared with
lhe world’s. But then, he is actually

in facing up to his mistakes.

And he’s not supy hot. Yes, he's
impressively jacked in the new film, but
when he has to strip off his kit to meet
with Black Widow in a Russian bath, he
still looks like a nervous teen.

Believeit or not, Spider-Man was

Doing the right thing.

The greatest chaﬂenge Spider-Man
always has to contend withis the oft-
repeated words of hisill-fated uncle
Ben: “With great power comes great

almost doomed to the

before he ever existed. In the early
1960s, Stan Lee pitched his publisher the
idea. The response: “Stan, that is the
worstidea have ever heard,” Mr. Lee
recounted to BBC Radio 4 in 2015. “First

—

AocAsaanaas &

It ing that those
with great power today might want to
consider.

DAVID COLMAN has been contributing to
The New York Times since 1996.

[

little bit weird.

What I discovered anew in my en-
counter with “The Brothers Karama-
zov"last term was mat if, yuu want
studentstobe ngaged,

fora brace of life.
As educators the world over look
toward the coming school year, perhaps
with a hint of dread, we should focus on
what we can control. The challenges of
our algorithmic age are real, but it has
true that good teachers

they routinely said . First, by making it possible for
they were moved by th ionsofthe  students to skip straight tless
in the novel. As one student Awithout doing any
putit, the charactersin “The Brothers ‘Teachers meaningful learning.
h life “head first, needto Technology has
heelslast”; they dash to extremity, grab el the exposed the limits of
what’s there and bring it back to this A our mercenary ap-
otherwise insignificant village, whereit ~ Ppassion they proachto educalion
explodesintofiercelittle humandramas ~ want to see. Over th
that take on cosmic significance. The last semester, I be-
novel is an extravagant convergence of came convinced

form and content in this sense: [t shows
us what real, life-shaping passion looks
like but also awakens something similar
initsreaders.

Second the studenls explained lhal

there is a way out of this moribund
strategy: We teachers must remain
students — and model what we want to
see. We need to recover the passion that
drove us to our books, to the lab. We

need ibody love of learning for its

careerist or

transmit the spark of passion in your
deeds, your mien — let's face it, in your
own soul. If you expect your students to
choose books, ideas and genuine learn-
ing over shortcuts and distraction, you
must be a bit courageous, too. Return to
the basics. Cut through the haze of
abstraction, the webs of scholarly !enm

not worried abuul the. lulure grasping,
you must

need to be exemplary students to help
others learn. For Dostoyevsky, worldly
make us i
fools. As Alyosha memorably notes, all
capable people “are awfully afraid of
looking ridiculous, and it makes them
unhappy.” Remaining a passionate
student yourself may well feel ridicu-
lous nowadays, but it is ultimately
nol.hmg more than realism about what

hel
When Tasked how they
tokeep up with the brisk pace of the
reading assignments, one of them can-
didly said, “Well, it really helps that
you're sointoit.” Since Alan knew much
more about the nove! than 1 did and

requires.

own sak inst the per
sage that higher education should be
vocational, and we need to clarify the
basic questions that make our subjects
worth studying.

Keeping a certain youthful enthusi-

nology, the pi
tion and attempt to recover the basic
human experiences that can move us.
Remain a student in earnest.

Near the end of “The Brothers Kara-
mazov,” the novel's hero, the youngest

MATT DINAN is the director of the great
books program at St. Thomas Univer-
sity in New Brunswick. He writes the

newsletter Prefaces.
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structure, Soa pause on the develop-
ment of frontier models is doable logis-
tically. We could monitor that.

You could also have some big inter-
national tax on data centers, which
would have the effect of slowing things
down further — butin the long run the
tax would have to be international to be
very effective. And as a side note, we
did get relatively close toa truly giobal
minimum corporate tax, and it was
ultimately the U.S. that stopped it. So
these kinds of things are possible, even
ifit doesn’t always seem so.

Of course, once you start building
meaningful international governance,
youneed to] becaxe!ul You'd want as

muchi

of cooperating in the face of the per-
ception of grave external threats,
though highly abstract threats like
climate change are challenging.

It'sinteresting to think about the
pandemic in this context, since we
responded to that threat mostly
through cooperation rather than
retr ion, even if the Americ
dentoccasionally called it the Chmn
virus. On some level that’s perhaps
encouraging.

Al the same time, what's discon-
certingis that there hasn’t really been
aglobal policy response to the pussl-

China planning AL talks, President

Itcould help work against an undue

Tru
about Chmese models, that sort of thing.
Yes, though Trump’s hasa

of power. And in the age
of AL, concentrations of power are

now pretty deeply embedded anti-China
strain. And if you look at the lay of the
land in Washington, there's still a pretty
strong China hawk current.

Although I would say that those people
no longer have the wind at their backs —
onA.l or with anything else.

Iagree, Things are changing. There's
also this Burkean conservative slrand

Y.

There arerisks to decentralizing it, too.
You can imagine an immensely powerful
intelligence agency with almost infinite
hacking capabilities. But you can also
imagine a disgruntled teenager design-
ing a kind of bioweapon rather than
picking up an AR-15.

Inaway, the single most challenging
‘hingaboul theageof A.Lis hnd.mg the

that’s surfacing within the Tru

tion, which ﬁndsA.l lhrea!emnglo
tradition and

bility that it was a lab leak. W
be saying: Wait a second. It'snow

u can
getinatechnological age — u'mt things
be as democratic as pass:hle. asfreeas

clear that you can't be
secure from pandemics by just moni-
toring your own country's labs. We

f international

possnble d the

right?

of
power as possible.

But my guessis that in the long run,
for countries to feel safe and secure,
they're going to need a di f inter-

The sameis true for AL, although
there are differences. Covid — that
lhrealcame and receded. AL is going
ing. It's gomg toget more

national transparency at a sufficiently
fine-grained level that — asidealistic as
this may sound — we are going to have
tofinally become a true global commu-
nity.

That'’s a big ask.
‘Well, our species does have a history

powerful, more pervasive, andit’s
going to freak people out in new ways.
And soall roads lead to my sermon

very aversetoit.
‘And then politicaily, much of: thcon

of concen-
trated control and the dangers of no
control oralack of control.
And that's why 1 argue that the sooner
we slnn totalk about global govern-
ly we can build it

Valley is a big problem. It
alot of laissez-faire messaging — |
Buess most i i

the “All-In” podcast.

That'’s the Silicon Valley round table
featuring, among other people, David
cks — Trump'’s former A.l. and crypto
czar,
It's one of the most influential media
lhmgs in Amenca_ And they arejust

and lhe less likely weare toletit get
pushed into an authoritarian direction.
Itisa very, very challenging policy
project. But the first stepis to under-
stand the direction in which much of the
logicis flowing, which is that if there’s
nointernational coordination or if we
don't have mgmh::amlv more interna-
tional thanwe

very bad things will happen.

about international

What's standing in the way of that ? We
are seeing some preliminary signs of
drift in that direction— the U.S. and

inalmost
every possible sense. They're not just
bul i

and u.nrenecuvel
Of course, open source hasits virtues.

DAVID WALLACE-WELLS is a writer for
Opinion and The Times Magazine and
the author of “The Uninhabitable
Earth.”
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OPINION

How Silicon Valley fell back in love with bombs

Sharon Weinberger

Many Americans watched with sur-
prise as Silicon Valley's most powerful
entrepreneurs fell in behind President
‘Trump when he returned to the White
House last year. The same chief execu-
tives and investors who once celebrat-
ed <

manufacturing — which offered access
to more than one billion consumers.
Unlike today, China in the early 21st
century represented more opportunity
than threat, which led venture firms
such as Sequoia Capital to make enor-
mous investments there. Digital serv-
ice companies, such as Uber, Airbnb
and Facebook, chased the market.
Investors marveled at China’s growing
lech economy, even as Washington was

and apps
were suddenly embracing patriotism
and advanced weaponry such as killer
drones.

Don't misconstrue this as a thought-
ful political shift or a change of heart.
Silicon Valley has always been fertile
ground for mythmaking, and no myth
is bigger than the notion that the ideo-
logical chasm between Silicon Valley
and the Pentagon is too vast to bridge.

For tech companies, the personality
and politics of the person occupying the
‘White House are less important than
that person’s willingness to buy what
Slllcon Valley is offering. The federal

is, at base, a
agent and Silicon Valley's pivot to the
military — and to Mr. Trump — is less a
story of political conversion than of
market adaptation.

Silicon Valley’s values haven't
changed, just its customers.

People seem to forget that Silicon
Valley was largely born on the back of
Pentagon funding during the Cold War.
Fairchild Semiconductor, a company
that became the wellspring of the com-
puter chip mdus(ry's grthh was one

to warn about the strategic
threat from Beijing. “China should be
another United States from an eco-
nomic standpoint,” Marc Andreessen, a
prophet of the venture capital world,
said in 2013, the year China’s Commu-
nist Party leader, Xi Jinping, became
president. “Beijing should be another

Silicon Valley”
China has since closed its doors to
many American technology companies.

Relations between Washington and
Beijing deteriorated over the next
— decade. Recently,
With their the Tesla chEilel‘
& executive, Elon
shift to defense 1 enieq re-
tracting, ports that he is
tech bros are considering jettison-
reluming to ing his China busi-
their origins. ness to enable the
merger of his elec-
tric vehicle com-

pany with SpaceX, a major Pentagon
contractor. But he's well aware of the
difficulties his business there presents.
Today the shift from consumer mar-
kets to military industries is clearly
visible at Mr. Andreessen’s firm, which

of those
wisdom held that, by 20!6 many com-
panies, not to mention their employees,
found the idea of working on mx.hlary
projects di if not

has a division, called Ameri-

can Dynamism, that focuses on invest-
ing in weapons and technologies aimed
at :ompeuug with China. Or even,

Mr. Trump's election that year seemed
to widen the divide. In 2018, Google,
under pressure from employees, pulled
out of Project Maven, a Pentagon-
funded A.L project to advance drone
warfare.

The real dividing line between the
tech industry’s bosses and the Penta-
gon had little to do with politics and a
Iot to do with markets. For more than
three decades, tech industry leaders
such as Apple and HP were focused on
consumers, whether with personal
computers, smartphones or apps. That
market is global, which in the 2000s led
these companies to start selling their
wares in China — where many of the
companies were already basing their

waging war with China.
Sequoia, one of Silicon Valley's most
storied venture capital firms, has spun
out its China business and joined the
growing number of venture capital
firms funding companies dedicated to
building military weapons. Sequoia’s
initial military tech investment was in a
start-up founded by a 19-year-old that
is building killer drones.

As for Google, it took only a few
years for the company whose motto
was once “Don’t be evil” to again pur-

intelligence and autonomous weapons
— technologies needed for war in the
future, especially the Pacific. This year
Google agreed to provide the Depart-
ment of Defense with A.L for classified
hropic became

sue wuh the agon. Not after

because of i but in a dispute with the Penta-
out of financial self-interest. The fed- gon over how its AL models were
eral government, and particularly the being used.

Pentagon, has emerged as one of the
world's largest customers for artificial

For Anthropic, the issue was never a
choice between working for the Penta-

gon and competing with China but a
question of how much control it would
have over its models and their use.
Anthropic’s chief executive has fre-
quently warned about the threat from
Beijing, even saying that selling A.I.
chips to China is like “selling nuclear
weapons to North Korea.”

That's quite the pivot. “Silicon Valley
has changed partly because people
realized you're not going to make any

BREOAN CORROT

money in China,” noted the Palantir
Technologies chief executive, Alex
Karp, in 2024, as tech companies were
again chasing military business. Peter
Thiel, the right-wing tech billionaire
who was a founder of Palantir with Mr.
Karp more than 20 years ago, was
early to recognize the potential and
was long skeptical of China. (Not sur-
prisingly, Mr. Thiel was also the first
major Silicon Valley figure to back Mr.

Trump in 2016, though he later soured
on the Republican president.)

Few things illustrate this dynamic
better than the poster child for military
start-ups, Palmer Luckey, the Ha-
waiian-shirt-clad founder of Anduril
Industries, which makes A.1-powered
weapons. Mr. Luckey was just 19 when
he helped found Oculus Rift to build
virtual reality headsets for consumers.
The Oculus Rift development kit from
2013 ended with a single line: “Made in
China.” But like other tech companies,
Oculus grew disillusioned with China
as a consumer market, even if it still
needed the country as a manufacturer.
The following year, Oculus suspended
sales to China, reportedly over ag-
gressive scalpers who were reselling
the company’s hardware.

In 2014, Facebook bought Oculus,
making Mr. Luckey a centimillionaire,
Facebook was then bullish about
breaking into the Chinese market. That
year the Facebook founder Mark
Zuckerberg swooned over a book by
Mr. Xi, “The Governance of China," and
recommended it to his employees.

Three years later, Mr. Zuckerberg’s
company fired Mr. Luckey, who be-
came a Facebook executive after the
Oculus deal, after it emerged that he
had donated to a pro-Trump group.
(Mr. Zuckerberg has denied that the
departure had anything to do with
politics.) Mr. Luckey made what would
become the most pivotal move of his
career: He started an arms company
backed by Mr. Thiel’s Founders Fund,
which had only just dropped language
in its vice clause prohibiting invest-
ments in weapons.

Mr. Luckey once said his goal with
Oculus was to make virtual reality
“available to everyone. A little more
than a decade later, he wanted to make
virtual reality available to everyone in
uniform. “1 strongly believe you are
going to see augmented reality on
every soldier’s head before you see it
on every consumer’s head,” he said last
year. Facebook, today called Meta, is
now working with Anduril on a multi-
billion-dollar project to sell virtual
reality headsels to the U.S. military.

The arc of Silicon Valley’s moral
universe doesn't seem to last longer
than the next presidential election. In
the end, it's not bombs that Silicon
Valley loves, but profits.

SHARON WEINBERGER is editor in chief of
the Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists.

In Turkey, a chance for reconciliation

AYDINTASBAS, FROM PAGE |

tationis that their fate will be addressed
e e

gued that disarmament required “the
ree it e ameln,

pursue those objectives. y
Whatis distinct about the Turkish vill i
process andthe f Kurdish leftto
involvement of the country’s inslitu- political debate.
tions. The PK.K. first agreed to di Another matter hy d

last year and staged a symbolic ceremo-
ny innorthern Iraq to burn its weapons.

fertile for such agreements: the power

legal
this doesn't mean nonstate actors
everywhere will disappear. The Houthis
in Yemen, backed by Iran, show that
armed groups can still inflict enormous

ofarmed

ption.
Turkey has now fulfilled itssideof the ~ waning. Guerrilla mrkey 's is still very much
bargain, creating legal ions that and the i does not
could allow thousands of PK.K. mem- . abilitytooutlasta mean tha!'l\n'key ‘s Kurdish question is
bers to return home. The benefits are The country stronger adver- over,or that the, gnevances of Kurds
conditional on Turkish authorities veri- Be toade . But Thetest
fymg rhal !he group has dlsamled, and m-y Drones, surveil- will be whether demands, such as for
thelaw y 'ng whether yeaner regional that were
h ibleforthe ~ an armed and A.L-driven
most serious crimes, movement can precision weapons  can mslead be fough( over m Parha—
Ranicand be £ d b ded that b vil society.
ticians and political exiles can return into a purely Turkey Isods ds on how much
and reintegrateinto civilian life, while political one. used these tech- room Turkey's autocratic president,
proceedings against many will be sus- nologiesto con- Recep Tayyip Erdogan, will allow for
pended by five to 10 years before ulti- strainthe PK.K.in  legitimate politics.
mately being dropped if the individuals Syriaand Iraq, For Hezbollah to relinquish ts weap-
stay out of armed activity. The delay while Israel has done so against Hamas ons, Lebanon s Shme population would
g:ves (ormer hgmers, even xf lhey have and though at enor need t dumg S0 wou]d not
life i i dcivilianlivesinGaza  mean

security. The Lebanese state would need
tobecome strong enough to replace

while ngmg‘mrkey 'ssecurity establish-  and Lebanon.
ment insurance against a return to Abdullah Ocalan, the mpnsaned
violence, founder and chief: of the
Senior PK.K. largely PKLK. the new reality
now, though whenhesmd mearmedstmgglehad
Kurdish officials tol h " More tellingly, he ar-

A photograph of Abdullah Ocalan, the jailed leader of the rebel Kurdistan Workers’
Party, during a rally last year. He has said that the armed struggle had “run its course.”

Y
while the group's constituency would
need security and a way to channel its
demands through politics.

Hamas’s disarmament similarly
would require Israel to accept that get-
ting nd o[ the guns will not zllmmxte

Hamas
cannot have an army in Gaza. But any
durable arrangement would have to
provide Palestinians with a credible

for

areason to believe politics can deliver
something that weapons cannot,

1 know how difficult this is toimagine.
Asajournalist in the past, I covered
Turkey's Kurdish conflict from Diyarba-
kirin the southeast to the capital, Anka-
ra, to the mountains of northern Iraq. I
saw enough griefand interviewed
enough Turkish leaders and Kurdish
activists who were convinced that they
would eventually prevail —only tobe
trapped in adecades-long war.

For years, governments across the
Middle East have treated disarmament
primarily as a security question: How
doyoudestroy a militiaor kill its lead-
ers? That meant open-ended counter-
insurgency. Turkey seemsto be trying
something different. Itis testing
whether an armed movement can be
transformed into a purely political one.

The outcome is by no means assured,
and I am not suggesting any of thisis
easy. But the larger lesson is worth
considering. The real victory over an
insurgency does not come when every
insurgent disappears. It comes when the
gunman decides he would rather bea
politician.

ASLI AYDINTASBAS is a fellow at the
Brookings Institution and the director
of its Turkey project.
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“Without fear and without favour®

Can Burnham save Britain's high streets?

Town centres need to
become community
hubs for the 21st century

‘The British high street is more than just
somewhere to shop or have a coffee;
town centres are a barometer of pros-
perity and local pride. Places that felt
“left behind” were more likely to vote
Leave in 2016, and many have since
been fertile ground for Nigel Farage's
rightwing populist Reform UK. Little
wonder that as Andy Burnham tours
Britain as new prime minister, his
promise to regenerate town centres
comes up often. But many prevmus

shopping revolution. Debt-funded buy-
outs of some retail chains, particularly
where frecholds were sold and leased
back, left businesses carrying heavier
debt and long-term rent liabilities —
limiting room to invest as sales came
under pressure, Retailers have also
faced other sharply higher costs, from
the energy price shock and rising mini-
mum wages Lo a long ratcheting up of
business rates, plus the Starmer govern -

ers to local authorities and use public
money to pump-prime urban renewal
projects — spreading the model he used
as mayor of Greater Manchester —
offers some promise. Local leaders often
have the best idea of what might work
and regeneration depends on integrated
transport and access. But leaders need
viable visions and the capacity to realise
them. And reviving one of Britain's big-
gest city centres is different from turn-
3 ARG :

ment'sri yer payroll taxes.
Changes to ahuppmg habits make it
unrealistic to expect retail to return to
town centres on the scale of 40 years
ago. The aim must be to turn high
streets into community hubs adapted
for the 21st aemury That means a mix

efforts have failed. Can y
better?

The drivers of high street decline are
deep-rooted and complex. The 1980s
rise of out-of-town retail parks and

S, T

2 2
sales from town centres, was com-
pounded 20 years later by the online

of decent-q shops,
o s L g
nessand office space, housing and facili-
ties such as post offices and the neigh-
bourhood health centres planned by the
NHS. Surplus retail space needs to be
repurposed, or even demolished.
A nlarnto devil
P

At Westminster, probably the most
useful thing Burnham could do is go fur-
ther with Labour’s 2024 manifesto com-
mitment to reform business rates, to
level the playing field between physical
and online retail. Before becoming
prime minister, Burnham floated rais-
ing rates on online distribution hubs to
fund a cut for hospitality venues. But big
retailers protested that this would raise
their online costs too. A 20 per cent busi-
ness rate cut for pubs, social clubs and
muslc venues isinstead to be paid for by

Bur

“anti-social

A wider rethink
of business rates
to make
locations more
viable remains
key

businesses, suchasvape shops” that clog
many high streets, and other measures.

Burnham wants to give councils more
control over new vape shops and betting
premises, and the government is crack-
ing down on rogue high street busi-
nesses linked to tax evasion and organ-
ised crime, But if no other businesses
want the space, blocking new vape
stores or gambling arcades could just
mean more empty shops. So a wider
rethink of business rates to make loca-
tions more viable remains key. A levy on
online retail sales to help lower rates on
bricks-and-mortar premises is one
option, but tricky to design without
penalising multichannel retailers.

Yet turning round high streets also
needs consumers with money to spend
— 50 is inextricably bound up with the
Burnham government’s ability to
deliver on two of its stated priorities:
tackling the cost of living and boosting
economic growth. Without success in
those, the boarded-up shops will be
hardtoshift,

Opinion Science

Confessions of an eclipse
addict chasing totality

Arcy Castar

Anjana
Ahuja

n the not-quite-classic Problem at

Pollensa Bay, a collection of short

stories by Agatha Christie, the

sleuths are charged with cracking

cartoon mysteries ranging from
gem theft to murder. When I arrived
with my family at the same bay in
northern Mallorca earlier this month,
our puzzle was more fiendish: how
to catch the total solar eclipse on
August12.

The first problem: the spectacle
would begin in the early evening, by
which time the sun would be dipping
behind the mountains, out of view of
the resorts on our part of the island.
Chasing the sun on the other side of
the mountains would mean driving on
a gated, narrow hairpin road near a
military base, to a viewpoint with little

not “chill and damp”, as astronomer
Edmund Halley described conditions
during the 1715 eclipse, but soaked
and nauseous.

But oh, the view! At 7.38pm local
time, the moon started “biting” the
sun, It was an eerie, elemental experi-
ence, bobbing quietly on the water,
staring through our eclipse glasses,
knowing every eye on every boat was
fixed on the gradually shrinking cres-
cent of the sun as it sank towards the
sea. When the moon covered the solar
disk completely, we removed our
glasses and basked in one and a half
minutes of “totality”, taking in the
golden halo of solar light asit material-
ised patchily against the darkened,
cloudy sky.

Scientists love total solar eclipses.
‘They use them to study the solar
corona, the cloud of plasma surround-
ing the sun that is visible to the naked
eyeonly during a total eclipse. For this
one, which graced Greenland, Iceland
and Spain, Nasa sent up a high-alti-
tude jet to pholograph the corona in
several The corona,

parking or standing room. The road
continued to Cap de Formentor,
another viewing point, but for buses

The peak solar event
happens somewhere
in the world every
18 months

only. Given the lack of information
signs about the eclipse — many of our
fellow hotel guests knew nothing
about it — relying on public transport
seemed risky.

Soon, rumours swirled that this sole
mountain road might close to traffic
on eclipse day anyway. Could we
e-bikeit? Notif a flat battery left us on
the wrong side of a steep peak after
dark. The capital Palma, an option for
viewing points an hour’s drive away,
would be jammed. That left one obvi-
ous solution: sailing round the penin-
sulaand watchingitat sea.

The few eclipse cruises advertised in
the port and online were full; two local
sailors said finding a boat was impossi-
ble. That is a red rag to a bullish jour-
nalist: ask around enough, and there is

I P

Which is how we found ourselves,
after cuttinga cash deal with a friendly
tattooed woman on a scooter, in Cap-
tain Juan’s five-person motor dinghy
on eclipse day, racing alongside a flo-
tilla of other small boats, jet skis,
sloops, sailboats and superyachts past
Cap de Formentor to the open sea.

Glassy waters soon turned to foam-
flecked rollers, as we careened and
bumped across the Med on our 75-
minute journey, sheltering in a bay en
route to sip cava and munch Man-
chego. We arrived at our viewing spot

which reaches temperatures of nearly
a million degrees, is the source of
space weather; vast plumes of charged
particles ejected towards the Earth
«can trigger power outages and satellite
malfunctions.

Total solar eclipses are also used to
test models of the Earth’s atmosphere,
because they block a known amount
of light and create a temperature drop.
Famously during the 1919 eclipse,
measurements of gravitational lens-
ing — the bending of light around
celestial objects — provided evidence
that Einstein’s theory of general rela-
tivity was correct.

The cooling and darkening of the
atmosphere makesa total solar eclipse
adifferent order of humanexperience
from a partial eclipse, and utterly
addictive. This was our sixth, though
the journey back in the dark after-
wards left me vowing nevar to watch
another from the waves. Back on terra
firma and dripping wet, we celebrated
our death-defying voyage with Aper-
olsand sardines.

If total eclipses seem paradoxically
both rare and ubiquitous, that is
because they happen somewhere in
the world every 18 months on average
but in the same place only once every
400 years or so. Scientistsand eclipse
chasers are now preparing for the
August 2027 total solar eclipse, which
will be visible in Spain, north Africa
and the Middle East. At six minutes
and 29 seconds, it will be the longest
over land this century.

Tunisia and Egypt offer temptingly
cloudless skies for the expzrience of a
lifetime. After our problems at Pol-
lensa Bay, will our eclipse obsession
finally diea death on the Nile? I some-
how doubtit.

The writer is a science commentator
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Every father deserves chance to be there for his new baby

Alistair Gray’s piece “Ex-Goldman
executive wins £1.45mn over parental
leave” (Report, July 30) highlights how
much further we need to go on
paternity leave.

Goldman Sachs, rightly, has a strong

suffered stigma across the financial
sector as a result.

The case is unusual because the
person who has faced the
discrimination is a man.

Maternity discrimination, on the

fair system of paternity leave where
dads can take the time to be caregivers.
The UK has the worst statutory
paternity leave offer in Europe — two
weeks paid at £194.32. Most new
fathers don't take it because they

For example, Spain has seen huge
success with its equal parental leave
policy, with 75 per cent of Spanish dads
now taking extended paid leave.

Only when it becomes the norm for
new fathers to take leave too will cases

parental leave package, offering 26 other hand, is strikingly common. The | can'tafford to. like Reeves's cease to be unusual.
weeks to all employees to be taken charity Pregnant Then Screwed says The government is currently The government has a chance to
within 12 months of the birth or that 73 per cent of women report carrying out a long-promised parental make taking extended paternity leave
adoption of a child. having faced discrimination at work leave review. We urge it to put in place, | normal. It should give every father in
‘The case illustrates clearly that while | relating to their pregnancy. at a minimum, six weeks of paternity Britain the chance to be there for his
this leave may be available, there's a Behind both the Reeves case and leave paid at 90 per cent of average new baby.
hidden cost to taking it. the UK’s widespread maternity weekly earnings. George Gabriel
Jon Reeves was found to have been | discrimination is the perception that Crucially, this should be non- The Dad Shift
unfairly dismissed after taking six caring for a new baby is primarily a transferrable. This is the only way we Tom Ellis
months off to look after his newborn woman's responsibility. can normalise fathers taking time to Movember
and the tribunal concluded that he This will not change until we have a care for their babies. London ECL, UK
Markets will always A sclf-deprecating Kalshi offers explainer on
punish strategic ambiguity STANDARDS comic catchphrase leveraged perpetual futures
AstraZeneca’s $400bn merger with WATCHDOG Rana Foroohar's illuminating Your article “US day traders flock to
Bristol Myers Squibb was reportedly exploration of voters' mood this ‘most dangerous product in crypto™
real and weeks from announcement, unhappy electoral season, with its (Report, July 21) misses some key

yet it collapsed within a single trading
day of becoming public ("AstraZeneca
ditched Bristol Myers mega-merger
after investor revolt”, Report, August
12). That speed points to a decper issue
than short-term shareholder concerns,
namely the market’s demand for a
clear, credible answer on why a merger
of this kind makes sense and what
opportunity it unlocks. Deals of this
size fail for many reasons, but the
evidence is consistent on where the
biggest risk sits: a lack of clarity at the
organisational, business-unit level, and
for individual employees.

Look at BMS's own $74bn acquisition
of Celgene in 2019, which failed to
deliver promised value because it
absorbed a company facing a steep
patent cliff without a clear long-term
narrative — a mistake no organisation
should risk repeating. Commst lhls

BANX

emphasis on voters’ feelings of
disregard and disrespect being
paramount, made me think that
Democrats would be wise to embrace
the pent-up spirit of the late comic
Rodney Dangerfield who humorously,
but tellingly, spoke the language of the
discontented “no respect” masses
(“America and the politics of respect”,
Opinion, August 17).

Given that we appear to be returning
to stagflation 2.0, Dangerfield would be
the perfect embodiment for a winning
new class of status quo fighting
congressional Democrat. As the comic
once put it himself: “1 get no respect.
The way my luck is running, if I wasa

have been bl in litician, 1 would be honest.”
the past decade or so. Could there be a better talisman ard
Abespoke planning regime is an political punchline with greater

essential part of the solution, with one
clarification. The best housing

with AMD's $35bn are those that are part of
Xilinx, positioned from day oneasa a broader mix of uses — not just local
complementary integration rather hospitals and schools, but also places of

than a growth play — a distinction that

workand lﬂSlITE. all conl.nbuung to

shaped how markets und ] the
deal from the outset.

During Pfizer’s failed bid for
AstraZeneca in 2014, Pfizer chairman
and chief executive Jan Read was
publicly criticised after stating he had
given up on big deals prior to the bid.

A pursuit of BMS so soon after
AstraZeneca chief executive Sir Pascal
Soriot had ruled out needing M&A to
hit his 2030 target creates the same
kind of strategic ambiguity the market
punished at Pfizer over a decade ago.

‘The lesson for managing merger risk
is clear. Value in a deal like this is
created by people, not systems. The
more clarity an organisation builds
throughout the process about why this
has happened, what it means for them,
and the bigger opportunity ahead, the
more likely it is to be one of the
mergers that actually works.

MaryLee Sachs

Co-Founder and Americas CEO of global
strategic brand consultancy Brandpie;
New York, NY, US

The best developments will
foster a mix of building uses

Andy Haldane’s e (“How to solve
Britain’s housing cri:
August 8) puts forward a compelling
plan for breaking the cycle of under-
investment in the UK’s housing stock.
Not least, as he argues, the atrophying
of public sector resources over the past
50 years means that regional and local

community building. The Tdevts ion
Centre redevelopment in White City,
London and Wapping Wharf in Bristol
are good examples of this.

A bespoke planning regime should,
therefore, have sufficient flexibility to
ensure that the accelerated planning
pathway is open to that

potential electoral wallop than a
confederacy of office holders who seck
to honour the working mode and often
disillusioned dreams of Rodney
Dangerfield’s life's work?

Toby Zanin

Toronto, ON, Canada

SMEs like the flexibility
zero-hour contracts offer

Regarding your reporting on the plans
to crack down on zero-hour contracts
(chorl Augus1 12), we work with

ds of i dent merchants

are substantially (but not necessarily
exclusively) residential. That way
homes will be built that offer the most
attractive environment for their
occupants, creating employment
opportunities for them and their
neighbours, and prospectively boosting
growth even beyond the 0.3-0.4 per
cent benefit estimated by Haldane.
‘Tom Chandos

Director, Digbeth Loc Studios Limited,
Woadbridge, Suffolk, UK

Data centres accelerate the
problem of climate collapse

Where new data centres vie with
housebuilding, the choice must be new
houses: they meet a human need

across the UK in all sectors, and many
of these small and medi

points. You make no differentiation
between Kalshi perpetuals and
offshore perpetuals, nor do you
compare CME Group's leverage to that
of onshore perpetuals,

First, you refer to leverage and auto-
liquidation. On this account, there is no
dxﬂerence between what Kalshi is

d to what a traditional
designated contract market ora
derivatives clearing organisation does.
For example, Kalshi’s leverage for
cryptois much less than several
products that CME offers (Kalshi: 6X
on bitcoin; CME is 15x on S&P, 20x on
go]d SOx on €/8 FX). And there is no

age by the ingh
as all trades are cleared at a regulated
onshore clearing house.

Second, funding costs in perpetuals
are no differcnt than the traditional
carry and other costs embedded in
futures. Funding costs designed by
Kalshi (ie based on second-by-second
differences between perpetuals and the
underlying spot) are extremely robust.

In addition, frequent funding
adjustments keep the perpetual price
closer to the underlying spot than a
dated future does. This is a significant
risk management advantage of

lated perpetuals over tradif
dated futures, where the futures and
cash markets have dislocated in times
of stress causing risk management
concerns (eg West Texas Intermediate
fi h future — a contract with

enterprises rely on the flexibility
provided by zero-hour contracts to
adjust shift patterns in reaction to
changing demand week to week.
While larger businesses can afford to
guarantee employees” shifts well in
advance, put simply, this is not the
reality that the majority of SMEs in the
UK face.

Independent businesses across the
UK are already operatingin a
challenging trading environment,
facing rising operating costs and
margins that are squeezed from almost
every direction, and the government’s
own research puts the estimated cost of
the changes at up to £2.9bn a year.

(House & Home, August 1). As these potential reforms are
Data centres are for AL They wnrlu-d through, it is important that
consume huge physical to the g iders the reality
build and to run. True, there are some many of these businesses face rather
real social benefits which Al can than adding new costs on to already
deliver. hard-pressed SMEs. The businesses
But using Al is the most expensive that keep our economy ticking over

way of dcing anything — six times the
energy of ordinary computing, it is
said. Its biggest cost is the acceleration

government must partner with the of climate collapse. You can't get more
private sector, particularly the expensive than that.

specialist social housmg (un(ls that, Michael Carter

despite the Vi ire, UK

need more room to adapt and grow,
not additional layers of cost and
complexity at a time when many are
already struggling to keep the lights on.
Luke Griffiths

Chief Commercial Officer and UK CEQ,
SumUp, London SE1, UK

the closest expiration date — going
negative, or cash-futures basis jumps in
the Treasury market).

Someone using monthly crypto
futures as a hedge for a one-year
bilateral crypto exposure, and using
the most liquid front-month futures,
must pay to roll over their monthly
futures portfolio a dozen timesina
year, adding up the overall costs.

In contrast, Kalshi “perps™ have no
expiry, with no complex pricing and no
rollover fees, allowing users the
flexibility to enter or exit at any time
that suits their risk management
appetite.

Perpetuals may not be fit for all
underlying assets and use cases, but
where they are, they are more cost-
efficient and help improve risk
management.

Jha
Chief Risk Officer, Kalshi, London W5, UK

OPINION ON FT.COM

Donald Trump's war on customs fraud will
be costly and difficult

The US administration has incentivised the
tariff cheating, mistabelling and misvaluation
it complains about, writes Alan Beattie
www.fl.com/trade-secrets
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Global food security may be collateral in Ukraine war

Alexander
Gabuev

ussia’s war in Ukraine has
entered a new escalation
phase, with dangerous spillo-
ver effects far beyond
Europe. One of the most
pressing risks is a global grain supply
crisis resulting from a fresh spate of Rus-
sian and Ukrainian attacks on each
other’s agricultural exports. Reversing
this potentially disastrous aspect of the
conflict could be more realistic at this
point than trying to end the war alto-
gether. But it is only possible if the inter-
T O

Sea. Last week, Ukraine hit all three
grain terminals in the port of Novorossi-
ysk that ship more than 40 per cent of
Russian grain exports. The authorities
have paused exports until repairs are
completed.

Russia, too, has intensified its missile
barrages against Ukrainian ports on the
Black Sea, and even sunc several ships
destined for the largest portin Odesa. As
a result, both countries’ agricultural
exports risk being significantly cur-
tailed or even halted altogether.

Given the importance of both Russia
and Ukraine for global food markets,
this is deeply concerning. Take, for
example, wheat. Moscow and Kyiv
together control 27 per cent of global
exports, with the bulk of it moved via
the Black Sea. Russia and Ukraine are
the main suppliers to many countries in

growing. The UN forecasts that about
50mn people will be pushed inte acute
food insecurity later this year because of
climate factors alone. If Russian and
Ukrainian wheat does not reach the
market, that may mean an even greater
food security crisis is on the horizon.
While the effects of the heatwaves
cannot be addressed quickly, the dis-
ruption of food logistics in the Black Sea

A set of carrots and sticks
would help Moscow and
Kyiv to restore the passage
of agricultural goods
could be. At the beginning of the
Ukraine war, multiple stakeholders

pressured Moscow into agrain deal with
Kyiv that allowed the free passage of

1928
At this stage of the conflict, Ukraine  the Middle East and north Africa.

haslmgelysmbiliscdlhcl 250km com- This season has already been

bat line and ded its long: It for wheat prod Ukraini;

strikes. But since July, Kyiv has bcen prices for fuel and fertili up due

focusing on a new set of targets: Russian
vessels exporting agricultural goods via
the Black Sea, as well as the supporting
rail and port infrastructure in the Azov

grain. Evenafter the deal was
Fre

to the war in the Gulf, while heatwaves
have affected European and American
production. Wheat prices are over
25 per cent higher than in 2025, and still

d, Russia and

Ukraine dld not undertake a systematic

effort to interdict agricultural exports —
until this summer.

The international community should

now pressure both sides to restore this
unspoken agreement, Ultimately, the
military upsides of these attacks are
marginal. while the potential downsides
are immense for a number of countries
around the world.
The level of pain that Russia and
Ukmine are inﬂicting upon one another
not
nnucal enough for either to sue for

United Arab Emirates, for example — :
who would be most severely affectedby -
a grain crisis and have plenty of chan-
nels to and leverage over both Moscow -

and Kyiv. Then there are Asian giants
like China and India, who are large buy-
ers of Russian oil while being dependent
on Russian and Ukrainian food exports.

Finally, there is Europe, which doesa’t |

want to se¢ an increased inflow of

L

peace. The Kremlin pocketed $41bn
from agricultural expons in2025—
than 10 per cent of overall export reve-
nues. For Ukraine, on the other hand,
agricultural exports account for nearly
half of its proceeds, and its ability to
redirect grain cargo to ports on the Dan-
ube Riveris limited this year because of
the heatwave and low water levels. But
as Kyiv is most certain to get another
financial lifeline from Europe, the
Kremlin's interdiction of grain shipping
won't deprive Ukraine of its ability to
pay for defence.

There are a number of countries with
a direct ‘nterest in restoring Russian
and Ukrainian food exports. First, there
are those in the Middle Eastand Africa
— Egypt, Turkey, Saudi Arabia and the

2022, Washington was instrumental in
orchestrating the Black Sea grain deal —

but who knows whether Donasld |

Trump's team is paying attention.

Itis not too late to set up an interna- |
tional contact group and designa setof |

carrots and sticks for Moscow and Kyiv

to restore the free passage of agricul-

tural goods, While it is unlikely that the
war in Ukraine will be over soon, using
diplomacy to contain the most danger-
ous aspects of the conflict is helpful in
itsell — and could pave the way for
broader de-escalation in the future.

Eurasia Center in Berlin

Al phobiaisthe
new American
consensus

top us before we end human-
ity,” the Al titans keep telling
us. Also, “trust me and me
alone, not my competitors”.
Whether it is Meta’s Mark
Zuckerberg, OpenAl's Sam Altman,
xAl's Elon Musk or even Anthropic’s
Dario Amodei, America’s tech broli-
garchs are their own worst alarmists. In
the same breath as warning that
humans are heading for the
evolutionary dustbin, they vow to end
disease, abolish work and fix glohal

warning about the dangers of market
concentration. But he suffers from low
public trust even by Silicon Valley's
plummeting standards. Young Ameri-
can women refer to Meta’s Al Ray-Bans
as “pervert glasses”.

Barely a week passes without one of
the broligarchs publishing an Al mani-
festo that dresses their corporate imper-
ative in humanity’s larger interests.
Telling people that your company’s
technology is particularly dangerous is
another way of saying that your stock
will outperform the others. Plus, “Iam
more far-sighted than my rivals abou(

net” after the self-aware computer sys-
tem that triggers nuclear holocaust in
the Terminator movies, Progressives talk

the risks”. Little wonder th

of Alkilling US d u.d ushering

no longer trust their tech champions.
No society on Earth has historically
been more pro-technology than Amer-
ica. The world should thus take note of
its Luddite turn. Almost three quarters
of icans do not trust busi to
use Al 1

warmmg. Callit dealh cu]l
A focused
onthedeath cult part,

Little the tech chieftains say should be
taken at face value. Every utterance
must be filtered through the lens of
market rivalry. Put simply, the Al
companies that are performing best —

More than 70 per cent oppose havmg
data centres built in their area because
of fears about water and electricity
inflation. Eighty per cent or more dis-
trust Al for driving, medical advice and
corporate hiring decisions. As The New
York Times recently putit, fear of Alis

notably Anth which is prep:
for Al's largest ever initial pubhc off fer»
ing — are in favour of regulation and
closed-weight models, or those with pri-
vate parameters. They want a Food and
Drug Administration for AL

The laggards, on the other hand, have
found religion in open-weight models.
Having spent his life striving for Face-
book monopoly, Zuckerberg is now

the “most bi

That feeling is as strong in the cemre
as it is on the Maga rightand the demo-
cratic socialist left. That such fears are
often conspiratorial should be no sur-
pnse Paranoiaisa namml response lu

dalz centres “weapons labs”. Marjorie
Taylor Greene, the former pro-Trum
lawmaker, refers to Big Tech as “Sky-

Politics, on the other hand, is about giv-
ing voters what they say they want. Both
rules of thumb have been thrown off kil-
terby AL Consumers are being enlight-

ina Blade Runner-style d:

Since the Al titans arealmost toa man
addicts of science fiction, they can
hardly complain that its tropes are
being used against them. Larry Page,
Google’s former chief executive, report-
edly called Musk a “speci " for wor-
rying that Al superintelligence would
leave humanity in the dust. Every Al fig-
ure, at some point, has speculated about
immortality or multiplied life expect-
ancy. 1, for one, do not relish the idea of
havingtolistentothemafter I 1um 150.

ened about they dread —loss
of human autonomy. As voters, how-
ever, their fears are being ignored. US
politics is therefore entering a radically
unpredictable phase.

President Donald Trump is uncharac-
teristically deaf to voter fears on this.
Much of his hostility to Al regulation is
about money. Musk spent hundreds of
millions on Trump’s 2024 campaign
and is promising another $100mn or so
for Republicans in this year’s midterm
elections. Most of the Al companies

Akeyto
sumers that they need of

have c to various Trump
luding his White House

which they were previously ignorant.

No society on Earth has
been more pro-technology.
The world should take note

of its Luddite turn

ballroom and his Freedom 250 celebra-
tions of America’s anniversary.

Trump is meanwhile warning the
world that you are with the US or against
it. For countries such as Singapore, the
United Arab Emirates and, increasingly,
Europe asa whole, such ulti

mmpctmg and varied technologlal
Each of the

building its own global Al alliance. Any

attempt to regulate Al in America is dis-
missed as helping China.

Here are three things a decent US

ion of either party

apotential food
crisis, There is also the US — back in

i da

‘Manchesterism’
must honour
thecity's
global outlook

Tristram
Hunt

n 1859, Manchester’s prosperous
German émigré community
celebrated the centenary of the
birth of Friedrich Schiller with a
concert in the Free Trade Hall.
Seated among the cheering Prussians
was the cotton lord and communist

! Friedrich Engels, who judged the show

in a letter to Karl Marx as having “a
very nice stage, but bad acoustics,
excellent grouping, much — almost too
much — activity constantly going on up

| stage”.
The writer is director of the Carnegie Russia
© sits a new Number 10 North.

‘Today, in what was once Cottonopolis,

“Manchesterism” is now the litmus test
for UK government policy. Prime
Minister Andy Burnham has placed “a

- Makerfield test at the heart of British

politics” as he demands any initiative

- to be stress-tested for its impact on

towns such as Bryn or Bury in
Lancashire.

The danger, however, is that this
municipal ideal becomes an argument
for parochialism. The government has
already chosen to raid the international
development budget to cap prices on
local buses. This comes alongside
watering down commitments on

© climate change and a studied unwilling-
. ness to challenge the economic

self-harm of Brexit.
But taking Manchesterism as a
byword for inward-looking, transac-

+ tional politics is misguided.

The city was built on a passionate
i i i The * hy

. School”, the political and economic

movement pioneered by Richard
Cobden, was premised on global trade

The danger is that this
municipal ideal becomes
an argument for
|Lumhl.1l|\m

+ and fraternal co-operation. Free Trade

Hall, built to celebrate the end of the
protectionist Corn Laws, was, in
historian AJP Taylor’s glorious phrase,

© “dedicated, like the United States of

Amenm, to a proposition — oneas noble
and b ever made”.

First, it would respond to society’s legiti-
mate fears by settingup a public-private
partnership on Al safety. It would take a
leaf from the Pope’s recent encyclical on

putting human dignity first. Second, it

would shift the US tax burden from
labour to capital. Current US fiscal
incentives strongly favour the automa-
tion of jobs, Third, it would try to negoti-
ate Al principles with China to stop the
world fromabinary death spiral.

These are bare minimum steps. Our
species still has scope to shape its own
future, this fictional US president would
say — but that window is closing fast.

Does this sound unrealistic? Alas, at |

the moment it does. Now, on the other
hand, is a golden moment for US politi-
cal

unwelcome. They want the freedom to
benefit from both China and America’s

edward.luce@fi.com

Andy
Haldane

tatistics suggest Lionel Messi
topped the performance
rankings at the recent World
Cup. Yet they also show he
spent two-thirds of his time
on the pitch either walking or standing
still. Less Messi was, it seems, more.

Britain’s last two Budgets were pres-
aged by drawn-out and messy specula-
tion about tax rises. Amid the uncer-
tainty, consumers and businesses
paused spending and growth slowed.

As we approach the next one on Octo-
ber 28, it is clear we need a Budget thatis
more Messi and less messy. Once we
consider the contrasting balance-sheet
fortunes of the public and private sec-
tors in the UK, the case for doing less to
achieve more is compelling.

The public sector balance sheet isina

Why Britain needs a Messi budget

parlous state. Debt is close to 100 per
cent of GDP, annual debt servxcmg in

starting with the global financial crisis,
have scu'red risk appeulc Fear of the

excess of £100bnand b tsat

their highest this century. Not coinci-
dentally, the UK has not run a fiscal sur-
plus, nor generated a percentage point
of productivity growth, since 2001

This degree of fiscal precarity means
further borrowmg is as likely to crowd

out private as it.

savingsand low mnﬁdem:e levels.

It can be seen more directly in surveys
of risk appetite among UK companies.
Research by Tera Allas and Stephen
Roper finds UK managers are systemi-
cally more risk- and loss-averse than in
other despite being equally

Like Messi, governments must now con-
serve their energy. A fiscal stimulus of 1
per cent of GDP needs only to raise bond
yields by about one percentage point to
negate the positive impact on growth.
Since the pandemic, UK yields have
risen by more than 4 percentage points.

The contrast with the private sector is
stark. Among households and compa-
nies, debt is low relative to income, lev-
els of liquidity are high and both are
running financial surpluses. Some esti-
mates suggest private sector productiv-
ity may have risen almost 2.5 per cent
since the government took office.

Yet despite this, neither households
nor businesses have spent on a sus-
tained basis. The reason is not financial;
it is psychological. Repeated shocks,

Like the footballer,
governments must now
conserve their energy and
do less to achieve more

ambitious. The result is lower business
i i growth.

1930s, the “paradox of thrift” is at work.

This brings us back to this year’s
Budget. Speculation is already mount-
ing about rises in public spending, taxes
and borrowing at a time when bond
markets are only a hiccup away froma
heart attack. Another long bout of fiscal
uncertainty would risk a hat-trick of
growth-stalling Budgets and further
panicin bond markets.

Avoiding that fate, reviving private-
sector animal spirits and hence growth,
calls for applying what David Bharier
and I have called the “growth delivery
test” to every fiscal decision: will it, ulti-
mately, support spending, risk taking
and hiring in the private sector?

1f you had applied that test to recent
Budgets, the majority of whose meas-
ures were enher too small to be macr-

an

While their study is based on surveys
from 2012 to 2022, the policy environ-
ment remains at least as uncertain, and
risk aversion at least as acute, as then.
The run-up to the past two Budgets
showed how quickly uncertainty can
translate into higher precautionary
saving and stalled growth. As in the

or outright
harmful to private-sector sentiment, it

and regulatory burden on consumers |

and businesses for the remainder of this

parliament. This would be the equiva- :

lent of a fiscal Hippocratic Oath to “do
no harm” to private sector sentiment.

It would tackle private-sector risk :
aversion at source, lowering precaution- -

ary saving and boosting spending. It

would require an accompanying con- -
¢ mayor of acity as cosmopolitan as Man-

mitment to meet any future fiscal short-
falls through cuts to public spending

rather than extra tax and borrowing. *

This would tackle the Achilles heel of
UK public finances, lowering the risk of
future fiscal thombrosis.

While politically challenging, the

growth dividend from such a strategy :
would be large and lasting: it would

resolve the paradox of thrift to mobilise

private balance sheets and jet-propel :

spending while mzlcrially Iowering pre-
mn!y and risk premmms in pubhc and

Manchester’s selfless support for the
anti-slave North in the American Civil
War, even as the resulting cotton famine
plunged thousands into poverty, spoke
to the city’s internationalist conscience.
Abraham Lincoln himself heralded its
“sublime Christian heroism, which has
not been surpassed in any age or in any
country”.

When Engels moved to Manchester,

. he joined more than 1,000 Germans

running some 150 businesses. In The
Condition of the Working Class in England,
he described — albeit in disparaging
terms — the city's extensive Irish
community as an essential part of the
local labour force. In the early 1900s, a
wave of Jewish migrants fleeing Russian
pogroms further internationalised
Manchester.

‘The city provided a platform for the

| astonishing group of Black leaders who

gathered for the 1945 Pan-African
Congress in Chorlton, a key moment in

| the struggle against British imperialism.

It was a political education in

: Manchester that helped to provide Jomo

Kenyatta of Kenya, and Kwame
Nkrumah of Ghana with the tools for
decolonisation.

The city's global outlook continues
today thanks to its extensive south
Asian and east African diaspora. There
is also the fact that Manchester City
football club is majority owned by a
member of the United Arab Emirates
ruling family, Sheikh Mansour bin
Zayed AlNahyan.

Having served so successfully as

chester, Burnham s no Little Englander.
His apology for Labour’s initial response
to Israel’s war in Gaza and his steadfast
support for Ukraine point to a progres-

+ sive foreign policy. Excitingly for those

of us in the cultural sector, his clear
stance on the repatriation of the Parthe-
non Marbles means we might finally see
reforms to UK law regarding the restitu-
tion of artefacts.

It is understandable for a new Prime
Minister to prioritise domestic issues.

would have radically slimmed the d
meant fewer policy own goals. Less
would have been more, Messi-style.
One palicy that would pass that test
with flying colours, were it to be pre-an-
nounced ahead of the next Budget, isa
moratorium on further rises in the tax

private b ng markets. 12 Lwi
spectacular. guals like this would make
even Messi proud.

The writer is an FT contributing editor and

_former chief economist at the Bank of

England

But Manchester has always been
emblematic of British global engage-

 ment. Burnham’s people shouid not let
© itbecomeashorthand for parochialism.

The writer is director of the Victoria and
Albert Museum
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