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West Asia in turmoil

India’s tightrope walk gets tougher

HE Kkilling of Iran’s Supreme Leader Ayatol-

lah Ali Khamenei by the US and Israel has

plunged West Asia into a crisis with global

ramifications. The large-scale strikes that

targeted Iran’s leadership and strategic
infrastructure are an alarming escalation by Western
powers against Tehran. The attacks also killed senior
ITranian military officers and damaged key installations.
Retaliatory attacks have been reported across the Gulf,
raising fears of prolonged turmoil.

Global reactions reflect deep anxiety amid disrupt-
ed oil supplies and heightened security risks. For the
region — and the world — this is not simply another
flare-up but a crisis with a geopolitical and economic
fallout that could reshape alliances and redefine the
global strategic balance. Much depends on how soon
— or whether — the Iranian regime can recover from
this onslaught. US President Donald Trump and
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu won't
find it easy to go the whole hog if the regime regroups
strongly and the conflict spreads.

The US-Israel military operation has triggered
protests not only in Iran but also in countries such as
Iraq, India and Pakistan. The strikes have come close
on the heels of Prime Minister Narendra Modi's visit
to Israel, where he reinforced bilateral ties and strate-
gic cooperation. India’s good relations with Iran have
made the tightrope walk even more difficult for Del-
hi. The Opposition has questioned the timing of the
Israel trip, accusing the government of moral failure.
India’s foreign policy is under fire for closely aligning
with the US and Israel at the expense of regional sta-
bility. Delhi's much-touted strategic autonomy will be
put to the test. The challenge is to maintain diverse
partnerships, even as global power dynamics shift in
an increasingly volatile region.

Rahuls rebukes

Punjab Congress leaders must unite

[EN Rahul Gandhi chose Barnala for
his mazdoor kisan maha rally, the tar-
get was twofold: Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and his own divided party in
Punjab. Rahul's sharpest barb was

directed at the India-US interim trade pact. He
described it as a “death warrant” for farmers and
MSMEs. Alleging that the Centre conceded agricultural
access under pressure from US President Donald
Trump, he warned of a flood of American soybeans, puls-
es, apples, cotton and walnuts into Indian markets. Ina
state where agrarian anxiety runs deep, the charge is
politically potent. Punjab’s small landholdings and high
input costs make the fear of competition from heavily
mechanised US farms an easy rallying cry. Rahul's
claim that New Delhi has committed to buying goods
worth Rs 91akh crore annually and that a deal stalled for
months was cleared in “15 minutes” demands clarifica-
tion from the Centre. If agriculture is indeed part of tar-
iff concessions, farmers deserve transparency. Trade
ambition cannot ride roughshod over rural stability.

Barnala was also about Congress housekeeping. The
Congress party in Punjab remains hobbled by
entrenched factional rivalries, leadership one-upman-
ship and competing caste-regional loyalties that have
repeatedly undercut campaign coherence and booth-
level mobilisation. Rahul's warning to leaders to “team
up or sit at home™ was overdue. The party cannot hope
to channel farm discontent if it remains organisational-
ly fractured ahead of the 2027 Assembly polls.

Punjab BJP chief Sunil Jakhar dismissed thevisitas the-
atrics. But the stakes are larger than partisan point-scoring.
For the Centre, the issue is safeguarding agriculture while
pursuing trade. For Rahul, it is about proving that internal
unity can precede external credibility. The testiswhether the
Congress can convertagrarian anxiety into political momen-
ftum or will remain divided in the face of opportunity.

OPINION
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Iran regime change may elude Trump

Tehran would want to be seen extracting revenge from Israel and the US

KC SINGH
FORMER SECRETARY, MEA, AND
EX-AMBASSADOR TO UAE AND IRAN

FTER the June 2025

attacks by the US and

Israel on Iranian

nuclear facilities and

ilitary  leadership,

the US declared the Iranian
nuclear programme as “obliterat-
ed”. A fresh onslaught now can
hardly be justified on the same
grounds. Iranian Supreme Leader

FLAWED : The Ut jon that

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei'sassassi-  of the Iranian nuclear pro-
nation leads to the unavoidable gramme. If the objective now is
conclusion that the real objective, — regime change, then multiple fac-
with most of the ruling familiesin  tors exist. Firstly, Iran is not
the Gulfendorsingit,isanIranian ~ Venezuela, where a pliant leader-
regime change. ship immediately emerged after
Oman mediated and encour- President Maduro’s abduction by
aged dialogue fora peaceful settle-  American special forces. The US
ment of USran di i i exploit-
Reportedly,adealhadalmostbeen  ed divisions within the ruling
finalised. Iran was to hand overits  establishment in Venezuela.

stockpile, containing 300400 kg of
60% enriched uranium. This is a
step away from 90% enrichment,
which is required to produce 10 or
more nuclearweapons. The attack
may trigger that move.

Unlike in June last year, Iran
was now prepared toimmediately
retaliate, having rebuilt its
defences and re-equipped its mis-
sile arsenal. China apparently
provided new-generation defen-
sive and offensive weapons. This
would enable China to test the
effectiveness of its missiles
against US naval assets and anti-
missile defence systems. This is
crucial if it militarily attempts to
occupy Taiwan, which it claims as
its territory. There have also been
reports of Russia upgrading the
Iranian air defence systems. In
the past, Iran had S-300 systems
but not the more advanced S400.

Any military attack must have
clear objectives and exit ramps. In
June 2025, the US ended its inter-
vention claiming total destruction

In Iran, the ruling dispensation
isan alliance between the clerical
order and the pro-regime Iranian
Revolutionary Guard Corps
(IRGC). Assisting them is the
Basij, a paramilitary volunteer
militia with 600,000 active mem-
bers and 25 million reserves. The
Iate Supreme Leader realised the
threat to his life. However, he
defied and led, while creating
multiple layers of successors to
all sensitive leadership positions.
It also appears that instructions
‘were issued to officers at the oper-
ational level to act without guid-
ance from the higher ranks. This
was to ensure that the chain of
command’s severance did not
stall planned retaliation.

‘What happens next? The IRGC
has announced massive retaliato-
Ty attacks. In turn, US President
Donald Trump has warned that
“we will hit them with a force that
has never been seen before®.
There is widespread public anger
in Iran over Khamenei’s death.

would trigger the regji

PM Modis
unwillingness to
criticise Israel during
his recentvisit has
robbed India of
its neutrality.

The US assumption, based on
Israeli arguments, that the assas-
sination would make the Iranian
regime collapse is probably mis-
taken. Although constitutionally
the next Supreme Leader would
be approved by the Assembly of
Experts, a three-member interim
leadership council will govern the
country for the time being. It
includes Ayatollah Alireza Arafi,
President Masoud Pezeshkian
and the head of the judiciary,
Gholam Hossein Mohseni Ejehei.

According to a February 28
YouGov poll, only 33% of the
Americans support the US attack
on Iran, with 45% opposing it.
Democrats are protesting over
the US Congress being bypassed
before starting a war Conse-
quently, President Trump may
seek an early off-ramp to claim
victory and end the campaign,
although his real aim of regime

mistaken. REUTERS

change may not be achieved. It is
likely that the late Supreme
Leader’s successor may be
either another cleric, who is as or
even more committed to reli-
gion-inspired governance, or a
serving/former IRGC member.
A prompt ceasefire, however, is
unlikely. Iran would want to be
seen extracting revenge from
Israel and the US. This can mean
considerable damage to institu-
tions and infrastructure in Israel
The attack on all Gulf Coopera-
tion Council (GCC) countries,
except Oman, is foxing analysts.
They wonder why Iran would
alienate neighbours which had
announced that their airspace
and territory were barred for
launching any attack on Iran.
The UAE and Bahrain signed the
Abraham Accords with Israel in
2020. They did not withdraw even
after Israel'smassacre of Palestini-
ans in Gaza. Furthermore, many
nations have functioning US air or
naval bases, including some with
radars to track Iranian missiles.
Also, there are news reports that

ership of the Islamic world. Of
the 12 Shia Imams, only one is
buried in Iran (at Mashad). Saud-
is have ignored many Imam bur-
ial spots in their country. Having
weakened Iran’s surrogates like
Hezbollah, besides overthrow-
ing Syria’s Shia Assad regime,
Israel has focused on deposing
the Iranian Islamic regime.

Tran is drawing the GCC coun-
tries into its standoff with the US
and Israel. Dubai, after being tar-
geted by Iranian missiles, might
loseits charm asatax-free havenas
well as a trading and investment
centre. Iran wants the American
“puppets” to face reality and end
their double game. Unless the Iran-
ian regime gets replaced by a pro-
West government, stability maynot
return to the Gulf anytime soon.

India also stands to lose from
these developments. Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi's unwilling-
ness to criticise Israel during his
recent visit, days before the
attacks, has robbed India of its
neutrality. Iran is unlikely to for-
get it. Having ostensibly aligned
with one side, Delhi will lose
leverage if Iran’s Islamic regime
survives. In danger are security
and remittances of the diaspora,
Dubai and the Gulf as India’s
commercial entrepdt, and the
reliability and cost of energy sup-
plies. Justwhen the Taliban need
military and economic support to
fight Pakistan, Indian supply
routes via Iran are blocked.

The BJP may find ideological
affinity with Zionism, but
Sufism, which blended Islamic
mysticism with Shia Islam,
inspired the Bhakti movement.
Sufism and Sikhism have deep
historical and mystical links.
That is why 130 of Baba Farid’s
sloks and shabads are in the
Guru Granth Sahib. Thus, the
developments in the Guif and

Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed ~ West Asia have economic and
bin Salman has b otitious-  spiritual for India.
ly goading the Americans, along- Hopefully Trumpis merely bluff-
side Israel, to decapitate the Iran-  ing and would allow Iran a face-
ianregimeanddisarmit, especially  saving retaliation without escalat-
its nuclear programme, ing the conflict. In that case, a
The rivalry between Shia Iran  quick off-ramp may be available.
and Sunni Saudi Arabia is ahis-  Otherwise, chaosand massive eco-
torical one. Each claims thelead-  nomic disruption are inevitable.

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

It's the mission of the Islamic Republic of Iran to erase Israel from the map of the region. —alikhamenci

Welcometo our
feline republic

SY QuralsHI

late wife, Ila Sharma, was passionate about animals,
Mleays surrounded by rescued dogs and cats. Her daugh-
ters, Sachi and Shaivya, inherited this passion.

Sachi was posted in Mumbai with Bank of Baroda and wanted
a cat. She found a flat she liked, but the landlady was allergic:
either the cat or the house. Sachi chose the cat.

heading towork, asmall whi d
ing to herat Santa Cruz railway ticket counter. She cancelled her travel,
picked him up and went straight back home. He was named Ticket —
soon shortened to Tiku. The next day, as if summoned by feline tele-
graph, another insistent stray arrived at her door: She was let in and
named Jugni. The two grew up together, companions from the start.

A few months later; in a restaurant, Sachi noticed a small calico cat
moving from table to table, begging for food. A friend wanted to adopt
herbut houses. “Can you keep her fora couple of months?”

ON THIS DA

TBhe Tribune.
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Education in Punjab

THE report on the progress of education in Punjab for 1924-25
has just been issued and is bound to be of special interest as it
is the last annual report issued under the regime of Mian Sir
Fazl-i-Hussain. The report claims that the main principles
which have guided the policy of Fazl-i-Hussain have been
expansion, economy, efficiency and equality. These are very
laudable principles and their soundness cannot be questioned;
but the report amply and unmistakably demonstrates that they
have been applied with a set purpose for the benefit of a partic-
ular community at the expense of other communities. The
expansion has been largely confined to particular areas and a
particular section of the population, and if other areas and oth-
er sections of the population have also to some extent benefit-
ed by the new instituti or show an i d number of
scholars, that was inevitable under the circumstances and
could not be helped. As to economy, the expenditure on all gov-
ernment institutions has been reviewed and readjusted to suit
the needs of a particular community. The report says: “The first
step has been to review the expenditure of all government insti-
tutions with the object of effecting economies. The next step
has been to apply the economies thus effected in government
institutions to aided schools by a revision of the grant-in-aid
rules. And the third step is to use the money thus rendered

i for thy ionand imyg of dary edu-
cation in rural areas. A large number of schools in these areas
have now been placed on the grant-in-aid list.”

Two months became permanent. She was named Dulawar; or Dulu.

Then came Sachi's transfer to Gurgaon — right in the middle of
Covid-19. Moving three cats from Mumbai to Delhi felt impossible. All
my VIP contacts were mobilised! The GM of Eastern Railway spoke
to his Mumbai counterpart. The railway coupe arrived in Delhi bear-
ing three carriers, three cats and the beginning of our feline republic.

Tiku, the first arrival, has never forgiven Dulu for existing. To this
day, he snarls whenever she ventures too close. When offended, he
registers a protest in unmistakable ways — by urinating precisely
whereitwill i inconvenience: on beds, inside sui
es, over freshly folded clothes. It is not indiscipline; it is performance.

The girls are entirely different. Juna — formerly Jugni — is calm,
tidyandi behaved. Dulu, despite being th ider,isgen-
tle and patient, careful never to provoke. Between them, they quietly
restore order whenever Tiku stages one of his rebellions.

Then there is the seasonal duplicity. In winter, all three insist on
human body warmth. They climb onto laps, wedge themselves
under blankets and occupy beds for hours, radiating entitlement.
Come summer, they behave as though they have never met you.
Attempts at affection are met with cool glances and swift exits. You
are acknowledged only when the food bowl appears.

For me they are calming therapy.

The trio has acquired a doting fan — Amna, my son’s four-year-
old daughter, is passionately in love with the cats. Every morning,
she cries to come down “to meet Dada” — but heads straight for
the cats with whom she plays for hours.

Ourmaid manages them. tantrums and all, with unruffled calm.
There is no shouting, no attempt to reform personalities. She
cleans up, adjusts routines and carries on. The cats follow us from
room to room when they choose, ignore us when they don’t.

Catsare notwired toplease. They choose, they sulk, they forgive selec-
tively. In our home, they have found not obedience — but acceptance,

And from being Nana to two boys in London, I'm now Nana
of three cats as well!

Thewnriter is a former Chief Election Commissioner

epaper.tribuneindia.com

LETTERS T HE EDITOR

Political discipline necessary
Apropos of ‘Congress scores another own
goal'; the ‘banian’ protest by the Indian
Youth Congress workers violated the decorum
of an important global event in which repre-
sentatives from over 80 countries participated.
Such a demonstration suggests a lack of polit-
ical discipline. Transforming the role of the
Opposition from obstruction to being con-
structive and offering policy alternatives can
effectively contribute to nation-building. A
strong and principled opposition upholding
national interest by cooperating on crucial
matters of security, unity and integrity above
narrow partisan gains can protect against
authoritarian drift and help prevent the col-
lapse of democratic institutions.

VAIBHAV GOYAL, CHANDIGARH

Congress calling BJP’s biuff
With reference to ‘Congress scores another
own goal’; the narrative pushed by a sub-
servient media that the IYC protest at the AT
summit in Delhi was a blunder reeks of bias.
Isn't showeasing a Chinese robot dog at an AT
Summit a bigger blunder? What about filing
fake cases against opposition CMs? Shirtless
demonstration is a form of defiance and can-
not be labelled as ‘anti-democracy’. The Con-
gress and Rahul are calling the BJP's bluff,
and the media is playing defence for the ruling
party. PM Modi's Mann Ki Baat gets prime
time, while Opposition’s responses are barely
reported. When will the media stop being the
BJP's PR wing? The Congress is batting well;
it’s the BJP that's on the back foot.

CAPT AMAR JEET (RETD), KHARAR

CBI's image dented
Apropos of ‘Breather for AAP'; the trial
court’s exoneration of former Delhi CM, his
deputy along with 21 others in the excise pol-
icy case has put the CBI in the dock. Allega-
tions of corruption against the AAP top brass
lead to the toppling of the Kejriwal govern-
ment in Delhi, where the BJP desperately
wanted to make a comeback after 26 long
years. Over-activism by the CBI in trumping
up charges against the AAP leadership has
dented the reputation of the premier investi-
gation agency. How will the irreparable dam-
age to AAP leaders be mitigated?

DEEPAK KAUSHIK, KURUKSHETRA

Trade not the only panacea
Refer to ‘“Trade corridors can rebuild Pun-
Jjab’; economist W Arthur Lewis considered
trade as the ‘engine of growth'. Experience
from the developed world advocates the
building of domestic economy on priority
basis before plugging to international trade
channels. Therefore, trade is not the
panacea for revival of a disturbed economy
like Punjab. Amidst the present economic
crisis in the state, the diversified farm sector
along with medium scale non-farm sector
should be strategically linked with interna-
tional trade. No doubt, a vibrant agricultural
infrastructure came into existence thanks to
the Green Revolution, but the state failed
badly to turn agricultural surplus into trade-
driven industrial sector.

JASKARAN SINGH GILL, PHAGWARA

Mockery of justice
Apropos of ‘Punjab’s 30,000 undertrials &
the case for reform’; the article is the griev-
ous truth of thousands of prisoners who are
languishing in jails without facing trial. It
represents a mockery of justice for the
undertrial prisoners. The government, on
the one side, gives a chance to hardcore
criminals to surrender before law-enforcing
agencies as done in Chhattisgarh, whereas
thousands of prisoners are languishing in
Jjails without trial in Punjab. Most of the
prisoners have no financial resources to
fight their cases and everybody knows that
it takes years for the falsely accused to
prove their innocence.

RAVINDER KUMAR JAIN, LUDHIANA

Oppn parties must come
Refer to ‘Cong questions Kejriwal clean chit
timing, alleges AAP-BJP collusion’; while
every imaginable thing is possible in
today's politics, the AAP and Congress, by
indulging in slugfest, are ensuring a smooth
path for the BJP, which is already on a polit-
ical rampage. The INDI alliance will be fur-
ther weakened by giving such misleading
statements. Until all parties contain their
own ambitions to cement their bloc, the BJP
Jjuggernaut cannot be stopped in West Ben-
gal, Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat —wherever elec-
tions are to be held shortly.

HIRA SHARMA, BY MAIL

Letters to the Editor, typed in double space, should not exceed the 200-word fimit.
These should be cogently written and can be sent by e-mail to: Letters@tribunemail.com



RANA NAYAR
FORMER PROFESSOR,
PANJAB UNIVERSITY

the recent articles on
Punjab's future, two
eminent scholars of the
region have made valu-
ble interventions in
the columns of this newspa-
per. Prof Pritam Singh put
into perspective the history
of the creation of the Punjabi-
speaking state (Sacrifices of
Hindus, Sikhs created new
Punjab, Nov 24).

Dr Arvind has looked into
the whys and wherefores of
Punjabi cultural identity
dwelling on how it has been
shaped over the centuries
(Reimagining Punjabi iden-
tity in 21st century, Dec 15).
It was heart-warming and
refreshing to see both schol-
ars exude hope and confi-
dence about Punjab's future.
It is this spirit of aspiration
and resilience that I, too,
share. In this article, I pro-
pose to argue for the ‘cultural
imaginary' of Punjab, which
is both real and imagined,
historical and ahistorical,
sacred and secular, literary
and cultw

Tomy mind, the questions of
survival and the future of Pun-
jab are closely linked to this
idea of ‘cultural imaginary. If
we can sustain this idea, Pun-
Jjab would not only have a
bright and vibrant future, but
also a progressive one.
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Let us first understand
what is meant by 'cultural
imaginary' and how it is to be
envisioned in the context of
Punjab. More than a land-
mass or a geographical ter-
rain, Punjab is, to my mind, a
cultural space, with footprints
of numerous, often diverse,
religious traditions and belief
systems, communities and
linguistic or ethnographic
groups, each with its own
archive of distinctive literary
and cultural practices. It has
been home to the sacred
geography of Hinduism, Bud-
dhism, Jainism, Sikhism,
Islam and Christianity. This
cultural space has continued
to resonate with the chants of
the Vedic hymns, kalaams of
Sufi saints, shabads of vener-
able Gurus and parables of
the Bible.

Within this cultural space,
the sacred sits comfortably
next to the secular, the classi-
cal and the privileged with the
folk and the popular, the quis-
saswith the varnas, the heroie
with the non-heroic and the
narrative with the poetic, No
distinctions of religion, caste,
creed, class, status or language
areever made or matterinany
way. Here ‘Ishq Majazi’ often
becomes a way of experienc-
ing ‘Ishq Haqiqi’ or vice-versa.

Inthis shared cultural space,
the common man is the real
king. No wonder this space is,
at once, non-hierarchical,
counter-hegernonic and plu-
ralisticin character. Itis in this
space that narratives of dis-
sentare often created or popu-
lar socio-political mo

OPED
Punjab’s future lies in its cultural imaginary

r

UNINTERRUPTED Hi!
has dominated the imagina-
tion of the Punjabis down the
centuries. And it's this cultur-
al imaginary that has kept
diverse communities and
social groups glued together,
despite the schisms and rup-
tures they have had to face,
historically.

"This notion of cultural imag-
inary has had an uninterrupt-
ed history and dominated the
popular Punjabi imagination
until the end of the 18th cen-
tury. Waris Shah could be seen
as one of its last major expo-
nents. He wrote his Heer ata
time when the Sikhs were bit-
terly fighting the Mughals.
Maintaining his  distance
from the ruling class, he creat-
ed his legendary Heer, a
‘woman-centric narrative,
emphaslsmg her mu.h.lple

take birth or notions of social
or political hierarchy are chal-
lenged, even overturned.

It is this cultural space that

pamamhal noUons of Islam
and critiquing the dubious
role of the gazi. Waris' Heer is
atestimony to the fact thatthe

— N P " 3 A1
: Hopefully the cultural glue will continue to shape and define Punjabis in the future as well. axi

The future of Punjab
issecuresolongas
every Punjabiis
willing to affirm
his/her unflinching
faith in this
pluralistic culture.

cultural imaginary could sus-
tainitself through the worst of
times, too.

In the 19th century, thanks

nary. The first was the cre-
ation of the Punjabi-speaking
state in 1966, where it was
largely seen as an exclusive

to the machinations of the demand of the Sikh majority
British, Punjab facedoneofits ~ population. History tells us
worst-ever challengesinterms  that the facts are otherwise as
of the divide-and-rule policy,  both Sikhsand Hindu leaders
which set different communi-  had jointly fought this battle.
ties in Punjab on a collision The second was the extended
course ofidentity politics, with ~ phase of militancy that Punjab
each community searching witnessed through the 1980s
for its own past and its own  and 90s,whichnotonly created
narrow, sectarian identity. hostilities among the Sikhs
It is common knowledge andHindus,but also shattered
how this resulted first in sev-  the mutual trust they had built
eral reform movementsinthe  over the centuries.
19th century, and later consol- But even the traumas this
idated itselfto create schisms,  phase inflicted on the collec-
leading to the Partition, per-  tive psyche of Punjab failed to
haps the biggest ever disrup-  drive a permanent wedge
tionin the history of Punjab's  between the two main com-
cultural imaginary. munities. Not only did they
In the post-Partition phase, stand by each other through
one may mention two very these testmg times, but both
ignifi in ies have, over the
Punjab that almost threat- years, managedtoreclaim the
ened to rip through the very  trust that they felt had been

fabric of its cultural imagi-

eroded, irretrievably.

This cultural imaginary
largely concerns with the
shared values, belief systems
and cultural practices of
Punjab that have survived
the onslaught of history and
despite all odds, have contin-
ued to fertilise the soil of
Punjab with the same inten-
sity and fervour with which
its five rivers had been doing
in the past.

Punjab may have shrunk in
terms of territory and may
now have only three rivers
running through it, but this
cultural imaginary, this spirit
of ‘chardi kalar', this credo of
'kirat karo' has not only con-
solidated itself into a living
practice, but also become our
most visible, global marker.
Now that the Punjabis have a
presence across the globe, it
is this 'cultural imaginary’'
that not only provides Pun-
jabis with the wherewithal of
survival but also enables
them to earn enviable recog-
nition, worldwide.

Politicians may come and
go; they may or may not per-
form, erises may come and go,
but this cultural imaginary
continues to nurture the spirit
and soul of every Punjabi, con-
tinues to inspire and spur him
on to struggle and survive
even in the face of the most
insurmountable challenges.

The future of Punjab is
secure so long as every Pun-
Jjabi, regardless of where s/he
is located, is willing to affirm
his/her unflinching faith in
this pluralistic culture of
shared values and beliefs. If
this cultural imaginary has
sustained us until now, itis to
be hoped that it will continue
to shape and define us in the
future as well.

Hormuz closure could hit half of Indias oil supply

-
AUNINDYO CHAKRAVARTY
SENIOR ECONOMIC ANALYST

COUPLE of

weeks  before

Israeli and

American  mis-

siles began rain-
ing down on Iran, one of the
Islamic nation's two naval
wings, the Islamic Revolu-
tionary Guard Corps Navy,
shut down the Strait of Hor-
muz for several hours as it
conducted an exercise to test
its new defence doctrine, the
‘Smart Control of the Strait of
Hormuz. The objective was
to show to the world that Iran
had the capability to block
any seaborne trade through
the strait.

More than 20 million barrels
of crude oil pass through the
Strait of Hormuz every day.
That makes up 25% of the
world's crude shipments and
20% of global crude consump-
tion. For us, the importance of
the strait is even larger: 50%
of India’s crude imports tran-
sit through it.

Any sustained blockade will
increase our crude import
costs dramatically, over and

above the impact it will have
on global crude prices.

Defence analysts are divid-
ed over whether Iran can
actually implement the
blockade for long. Some say
that Iran has war-gamed this
exact scenario for years and
has built up maritime
defence capabilities that rival
the best in the world. Janes,
the much-respected defence
analysis group, once called
Iran the "foremost... practi-
tioner of small boat 'swarm'
tactics", which is of crucial
value in the Strait of Hormuz,

It also has over 5,000 naval
mines, including Chinese-
made EM-52 rising mines,
that can lie dormant on the
sea bed until they sense there
is a high-value target above.

Iran also has the largest
anti-ship missile arsenal in
West Asia, including the
short-range Noor and the
mid- to long-range anti-ship
ballistic missiles (ASBMs),
Khalij Fars, Zolfaghar Basir
and Qasem Basir.

Other defence experts say
that the US and Israel have
abundant firepower to take
out this entire naval configura-
tion within a few days and
clear up the Strait of Hormuz
within a week. Yet, even if
this were true, they would
not be able to rule out guer-
rilla strikes on ships, like the
Houthi rebels have demon-
strated in the Red Sea.

CRITICAL : More than 20 million barrels of crude oil pass through the Strait of Hormuz every day. REUTERS

That means ships will need
to pay very high insurance
premia to transit through the
strait. Already, the additional
war risk premium (AWRP)
charged on ships that travel
through the region has risen
from 0.05% to 0.1% of the ves-
sel's hull value.

That means a very large
crude carrier (VLCC) with a
hull value of $100 million will
have to pay up to $1 million in
insurance. In some cases,
major maritime insurers
have simply withdrawn
insurance coverage for any
ship going through the Strait
of Hormuz.

This will have a deadly
impact on the crude basket'
we import, whose price is
estimated using a combina-
tion of the price of heavy sour

Indias crude basket
mightrise from the
current $70 per
barrel to $100 per
barrel or
even higher.

crude from Oman and Dubai
and sweet Brent crude.

We will have to pay more for
the crude coming from the
Gulf and also increase our
dependence on crude from
North America, which will
drive up our import price.

petrol pump. And the fourth
is the effect on what the Cen-
tre and states earn from taxes
on petrol and diesel.

Estimates suggest that for
every $10 increase in the
global price of a barrel of
crude, our oil import bill will
g0 up by $13-14 billion since
‘we pay lower prices than the
global average.

If global oil prices rise to
$100 per barrel, our oil import
bill will rise by $30-40 billion.
Other things remaining the
same, this will raise our CAD
— the gap between our
imports and exports —
2.3% of the GDP.

If crude import prices rise,
oil refineries will proportion-
ately increase their refinery
gate prices — the price at
which they ship it to petrol
pumps — to maintain their
profit margins. If the Centre
and state governments con-

Estimates suggest thatif the  tinuetotaxatthesamerateas
disruption in Hormuz contin-  they currently do, consumers
ues, India's crude basket will spend much more when
might rise from the current they buy petrol and diesel.
$70 per barrel to $100 per bar- At $100 per barrel, refineries
rel or even higher. will sell petrol at Rs 80 perlitre
There are four majoreffects ~ and consumers will end up
of any large rise in crude paying between Rs 115 and
prices on our y. The Rs 135, on which
first is the impact on our oil  state they arein. That, in turn,
import bill and the current  willhaveahugeimpact onthe

account deficit (CAD). The
second is the cost of refining
crude. The third is the impact
on the price of fuel that a com-
mon citizen pays at the local

overall retail inflation.

It is estimated that for
every $10 increase in the
global price of crude, the con-
sumer price index rises by

one-third of a per cent. A $100
perbarrel crude could add a full
percentage point to retail infla-
tion. That will force the RBI to
reverse its stance on interest
rates by raising them to curb
inflation. In a situation where
both investmentand consump-
tion are already strained, this
‘would have adampening effect
on India's GDP growth.

One way to compensate for
the inflationary impact of ris-
ing crude prices is for both
the Centre and states to
reduce the taxes levied on
petrol and diesel. Currently,
the Centre imposes Rs 13 per
litre as central excise on
petrol and Rs 10 on diesel.
State VAT rates vary widely,
ranging from 16% to 26%,
depending on the fuel type.

Ifretail prices are to be kept
where they are, the Centre
could end up losing as much
as Rs 1.5 lakh crore in taxrev-
enue, which will push up the
fiscal deficit to 4.6-4.7%.

The government will have
to borrow more to fill the gap,
increasing the supply of gov-
ernment bonds and pushing
up yields. Corporates will also
have to follow suit by offering
higherreturns on their bonds.

Inshort, whether the rise in
crude prices is passed on to
consumers or absorbed by
the government, interest
rates could rise and affect
India's GDP growth in the
coming financial year.
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Imperial war
American and Israeli thuggery has no
place in the international system
l) onald Trump came to the White House

promising to end America’s endless

wars. That promise now lies in ashes in
West Asia. The far-right Republican, who, along
with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu,
launched an all-out war against Iran on February
28 and killed its Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, has proved to be one of the most reck-
less warmongers ever to occupy the Oval Office.
Blood is on the hands of these two men - one a
mercurial hard nationalist who is turning Ameri-
ca into a rogue superpower, and the other, an ex-
pansionist ethnonationalist wanted for war
crimes by the International Criminal Court. Mr.
Trump has bombed at least seven countries in
the 13 months that he has been in office. Under
Mr. Netanyahu, Israel has operated far outside
the boundaries of international law. Iran has res-
ponded with missile and drone attacks, targeting
Israeli and American bases in the Persian Gulf
and Jordan, that risks widening the war. Tehran
has also announced the closure of the critical
Strait of Hormuz, a move that risks a global eco-
nomic fallout, especially for major oil importers
such as India.

To be clear, this is not a “pre-emptive” war, as
Israel has claimed. There was no evidence that
Iran was preparing to launch an attack. On the
contrary, Tehran was involved in serious negotia-
tions with Washington under Omani mediation.
On February 27, Oman’s Foreign Minister Badr al-
Busaidi said that a deal was within reach, based
on Iran’s commitment not to build a bomb or
stockpile nuclear material. Within hours, Ameri-
can and Israeli missiles struck Iran, killing its
head of state and top leaders. This is not the first
time that diplomacy has been overtaken by force
In 2018, Mr. Trump single-handedly sab

Sixteenth Finance Commission — misses and concerns

he Sixteenth Finance Commission had

significant flexibility in determining its

approach and methodology, as its

terms of reference followed directly
from constitutional provisions, unlike earlier
commissions that operated under detailed
central directives. This Commission, as before,
addressed the two key dimensions of fiscal
transfers — namely the vertical and the
horizontal.

The vertical dimension
The Commission took note of the increase in the
share of States in the divisible pool of central
taxes from 32% to 42% by the Fourteenth Finance
Commission. The Fourteenth Finance
Commission had justified it on account of a
discontinuation of State plan grants, amounting
to only 3% of the divisible pool of central taxes at
the time of transition. The subsequent reduction
to 41% was due to the change in the status of
Jammu and Kashmir. The Sixteenth Finance
Commission noted the Centre’s concern about
the reduction in its fiscal space. The Centre had
responded to this substantial increase in the
share of states by the Fourteenth Finance
Commission by, first, increasing the
non-shareable cesses and surcharges, second,
reducing its share in the financing of centrally
sponsored schemes and third, not accepting
sector-specific/State-specific grants
recommended by the Fifteenth Finance
Commission. In the end, however, the Sixteenth
Finance Commission retained the States’ share at
41%, imparting to it a kind of semi-permanence.
The Sixteenth Finance Commission makes no
recommendations regarding the non-shareable
cesses and surcharges which, by their very
nature, should be limited and levied for finite
periods. These should be earmarked for specific
purposes and not merged with the Centre’s
general funds. Instead, Sixteenth Finance
Commission recommended a ‘grand bargain’
oh 7.67) between the Centre and States

the 2015 nuclear agreement. In June 2025, while
Iran was negotiating with the U.SS., Israel
launched a unilateral attack, triggering the 12-day
war. This time, however, the attack is far more
dangerous. This war is not about giving Iranians
their “freedom” either, as Mr. Trump has
claimed. The U.S. maintains close ties with sever-
al repressive monarchies and dictatorships,
where freedom rarely enters the equation. Nor
has Washington shown any qualms about Israel’'s
crimes against the defenceless, stateless Palesti-
nian people. This is a war of choice, launched to
eliminate an adversary and reshape the region to
suit American and Israeli interests. Such thug-
gery cannot be accepted in the international sys-
tem. The war machines of the imperial duo have
already wrecked the region. Before the fire
spreads further, this war must end. America
should step back and Israel must be reined in.
Otherwise, even the last vestige of the rules-
based order will be shredded entirely.

.
Selective outrage
Judiciary seems quick to take offence
only when it sees itself under attack
T he Supreme Court Bench that took up the

NCERT Class 8 social science textbook

case might have overreacted when it saw
the critical references to the judiciary as a “deep-
seated conspiracy” and declared that it will not
allow “anyone on earth” to tarnish the judiciary’s
integrity. While the government has expressed
remorse, Education Minister Dharmendra Prad-
han’s statement that action will be taken against
officials responsible for inserting references to
case pendency and “judicial corruption” is an ex-
ercise in executive arbitrariness prompted by
judicial overreach. In fairness to the Court, it
would likely not have taken offence to the passag-
es had these had been in any other book. But
textbooks are official, authoritative accounts and
the judiciary found the passages ill-motivated. In-
stances of judicial corruption are real and censor-
ing textbooks is not a corrective measure.

Since the BJP came to power, rewriting school
and college textbooks has been a key part of its
agenda. Right-wing commentators often find
court judgments, such as those giving prece-
dence to the i as against develop-
ment, or worse, as against religious practices of
Hindus, and therefore not nationalistic or benef-
icial to the vast majority of the people of India.
An adviser to the Prime Minister recently called
the judiciary the single biggest obstacle to deve-
lopment. The Court, perhaps, saw the textbook
as an attempt to intimidate the judiciary. Some of
the sentences were indeed in the form of broad-
brushing social media assertions not carefully
constructed with rigour. The textbook, for in-
stance, said, “People do experience corruption at
various levels of the judiciary” and went on to de-
scribe ¢ laints and redress mechanisms. But,
such critical references had been used in chap-
ters dealing with the government or the political
executive as well. The chapter on elections had a
picture of currency notes apparently found in the
car of a candidate. The textbook writers probably
aimed to spark critical awareness, not offer bland
tutorials in civic studies. But as with other text-
books, there are problematic passages. The many
history chapters uncritically valorise medieval
Hindu kingdoms and portray their struggle to re-
tain power as rightful resistances to Muslim rule.
Wars for plunder and territorial expansion have
always been part of history, and they did not be-
gin with Muslim invaders. Chapters on Muslim
kingdoms briefly refer to Akbar’s tolerance and
Babur’s intellectual curiosity but remain largely
negative. The chapter on penury under British
rule and Mughal-era wealth is not balanced. The
problem is not that the textbook selectively tar-
gets the judiciary; it is that the judiciary selective-
ly targets certain portions.

cM™
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saying that ‘States would agree to a smaller share
in the resulting larger divisible pool, with no loss
of revenues to either side’ provided the Centre
agreed to merge a large part of the cesses and
surcharges in the regular taxes.

The Commission did not take into account its
constitutional duty as enumerated in Articles 270
and 280 for objectively determining the share of
States in the shareable pool of central taxes while
making its observations on the cesses and
surcharges. It would have been better had the
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Commission at least pointed out to the Centre
that the steep increase in cesses and surcharges
was not warranted and not in the spirit of the
Constitution. Further, the Commission chose to
discontinue the revenue deficit grants and did not
recommend any State and sector specific grants.
This became a route to lower the share of States
in the Centre’s revenue receipts as compared to
the Fifteenth Finance Commission.

The average effective transfers covering tax
devolution and Finance Commission grants to the
States as a percentage of the Centre’s pre-transfer
gross revenue receipts were 27.0%, 27.2% and
28.3%, respectively during the Finance
Commission periods (11, 12, 13). This share
increased sharply to 35.6% during the Fourteenth
Finance Commission period. In the Fifteenth
Finance Commission period, covering the years
2020-21 to 2024-25, this share came down
marginally to 34.4%, still considerably higher
than those of the Eleventh and Thirteenth
Finance Commission periods. This steep increase
in resources transferred as a proportion of gross
revenue receipts of the Centre should not be
overlooked.

Looking at the first year of the Sixteenth
Finance Commission’s award period, 2026-27,
this ratio is 32.7% as per the Centre’s budget
estimates. The Sixteenth Finance Commission’s
projections for later years may prove to be
overestimates since the 2026-27 nominal GDP
growth, assumed at 11%, is higher than the Budget
estimate of 10%. The Commission also did not
factor in the revenue reducing effect of the major
Goods and Services Tax (GST) reforms
undertaken in September 2025, while the
Commission was still in session.

Horizontal dimension
The Sixteenth Finance Commission introduced a
new criterion of contribution to reflect an
efficiency consideration. But it measured it
through the share of a State’s Gross State
Domestic Product (GSDP) in an all-State GSDP.
There is a need, however, to differentiate the
efficiency of the production system from that of
the fiscal system. In the production system, the
inter-State distribution of GSDP depends on many
factors which includes the inter-State movement
of financial and human resources. It largely
depends on market forces which tend to lead to a
concentration of productive capital stock in a
limited number of States. Human resources also
move from less developed to the more developed
States.

This change involved using GSDP in two
opposite ways. In the income distance formula,
the lower the per-capita GSDP of a State, the
higher the per-capita share of that State. In the
contribution criterion, the higher the per-capita
GSDP of a State, the higher is its share. However,
the Commission did not finally use the GSDP.
Instead, it used its square root. This was meant to
reduce the excessive effects of using GSDP to
reflect contribution on some States.

In the devolution formula, the weights of some
of the other criteria have also been changed.
These are purely judgemental. Dropping the tax
effort/fiscal discipline criterion, which was a
fiscal efficiency criterion is not consistent with
the Commission’s own narrative.

Losses and gains

Consequently, the main States that have lost on
account of the Sixteenth Finance Commission
devolution scheme as compared to the Fifteenth
Finance Commission are Madhya Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh, West Bengal, Bihar, Odisha,
Chhattisgarh and Rajasthan. The other group of
losing States are Arunachal Pradesh, Meghalaya,
Manipur, Nagaland, Tripura, Sikkim, and Goa
(the north-east or extremely small States). The
gain by other richer States has not been uniform.

Ideally, the losses of some States could have
been mitigated through normatively determined
revenue gap grants. Devolution is not enough to
capture the finer details of cost and need
differentials of India’s highly differentiated States.
Further, if a Finance Commission changes the tax
devolution formulae, then the consequential loss
of some of the States could be neutralised by the
revenue gap grants.

In fact, Article 275 provides an important
mode of fiscal transfers for the consideration of
State-specific ‘needs’. It should not be confused
with revenue deficits. Needs can be estimated in
order to equalise standards of critical services
such as health and education.

This would have facilitated accommodating the
performance argument of the richer States while
still promoting the equalisation objective. Even if
there are difficulties in estimating revenue gap
grants since it involves normative assessment of
States” needs and resources, the Sixteenth
Finance Commission need not have taken the
shortcut of dropping these altogether. While ad
hoc State-specific grants are not appropriate,
equalisation grants still have a place.

The views expressed are personal

Skill India as herculean challenges, Galgotian blunders

herculean effort. India’s demographic

dividend, that ends by 2040, is one such
opportunity. Several European Union countries
and China have successfully financed skill
systems. In these countries, approximately 50%
of secondary-level students are enrolled in
vocational education streams. In India that share
is 1.3%, reflective of an educational system that
neglected school education till 1990, and
vocational education till 2006.

However, in 2020, India’s National Education
Policy (NEP) said: “By 2025, 50% learners will be
exposed to vocational education.” “Exposed” still
reveals an attitudinal problem among policy
designers. Vocational education in most countries
is around 2% of the education budget. For China
and Germany it is 11%. India has no data that is
publicly available due to fragmented training
schemes in Ministries. India’s strategy rests on
Budget announcements which falter year-on-year.
A scheme that was celebrated last year is
forgotten the next year. Consider the internship
scheme announced in Budget FY 2026: only 5%
of the allocated funds were spent and its design
proved ineffective.

‘ once-in-a-lifetime opportunity requires a

CAG reports, issues raised

The herculean task of making India “the skill
capital of the world” is inconsistent with
“Galgotian” blunders. Issues of financing skills are
crucial. The Comptroller and Auditor General of
India (CAG) in 2025 audited the flagship Skill
India scheme, Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas
Yojana (PMKVY)-2015-22. Ten years ago, it had
similarly looked at compliance and oversight
issues of skill institutions.

Both reports raise issues of financial
impropriety. In 2015, the CAG dealt with financial
reporting delays and unclear accountability of
disbursed funds. In 2025, the report mentions
that 94.5% of bank accounts were invalid and
approximately 41% of trainees in short-term
training achieved placement.

How have we evolved from 2015 through 2025?
When the short-term skill ecosystem was started,
the vision was to create a vibrant public-private
market for skills. Over the past decade, however,
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has yielded limited results. Since the CAG's direct
concern is fund use, we list three ideas for it.

Imagine a scenario where no operational
funding was provided by the PMKVY. What if the
amount upward of 310,000 crore spent annually
was extended as skill loans to students? This
would have led to more choices for students,
improved the quality of institutions as they
competed for enrolment, and promoted
demand-driven skill development, benefiting
students as they are from economically weaker
backgrounds. A model similar to that for
educational loans could have been followed. The
worst case would be non-performing assets,
which we have ways to handle. It is not too late.
We can do so now and use skill loans better.
There is already a policy framework in place.
Priority needs to shift: part of PMKVY funding
could be through skill loans. Of course, design
work is needed to roll this out, but it is doable. It
needs a product-market that has banks and
non-banking financial companies on board. It is
worth questioning why the National Skill
Development Corporation began as a
non-banking finance company, later became a
funder for training partners, and now primarily
implements government schemes.

Using skill vouchers

Use of skill vouchers is another trainee-based
skills financing idea, more so for distribution of
public funds. It allows flexibility for policymakers
and a choice for students. There is no better way
to implement the NEP priority of lifelong
learning.

Since vouchers follow the trainee rather than
the institution, it incentivises delivery and
outcomes. It creates a competitive market.
Vouchers can also be good tools to provide
upskilling for Artificial Intelligence (Al)-led
transition, providing targeted skills in Al digital
and green skills. They can be used for needed
segments such as enhancing women workforce
participation or provide foreign language learning
for global labour markets.

Purchasing power in the hands of learners will
drive quality and accountability and be a driver
of a demand-based skills market. Singapore and

encourage school leavers to pursue vocational
courses instead of defaulting to degrees, which
often inflate tertiary enrolment.

The idea of skill levies

Skill levies on organised industries, used in more
than 90-plus countries, is another fundamental
idea. A well-d d skills levy can inabl
finance skills. In 2017, we had designed and
recommended a Reimbursable Industry
Contribution (RIC) to the Government of India for
the Twelfth Five Year plan. At that time there
were 62-plus countries doing it; now, 90-plus
have adopted it, for good reasons.

Across Latin America, in Germany, Singapore,
South Africa and South Korea, such models have
been used to ensure industry ownership of skills
and to create stable funding insulated from
political and budgetary cycles. Linking
contributions to firm size and payroll and then
returning them to the industry when training has
happened makes employers in-charge of skill
development.

Today, skills programmes are supply-driven
and government-financed.

Employer engagement in today’s system is
inadequate. We can move from an
employ: gaged to an employi d system
through the RIC reform. It is tested world-wide
and there is a small demographic window for this
policy choice.

Finally, real time skills demand must feed into
policy. Understanding this trajectory needs
transparent rules. A mandate for online job
boards to share data in a form that safeguards
their business interest but also provides aggregate
understanding to the government is needed. Data
mining and Al modelling can help.
Periodic/one-off skill gap studies (as has been the
norm) cannot achieve this goal. The data shared
can be made public in the National Career Service
(NCS) portal. India’s goal to construct a labour
market information system has not materialised.
This may be the only workable way for skills
planning.

Enough strategic errors have been made. By
2040, the demographic dividend will end. It is
time for a course correction — we know we can.

the focus on quantity through short-term training dividend Croatia have implemented them well. It will also We hope, we will.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Iran attacked creating the first major oil conflicts entirely. unfounded grounds. At a indulges in aggressive The killing of Iran’s Ali

The U.S-Israel assault on state outside dollar
Iran is best understood as
an economic war, not
merely a security operation.
The architecture goes back
to Richard Nixon's
petrodollar deal of 1973 —
oil priced in dollars, OPEC
surpluses recycled into US
Treasuries. The 1979 Iranian
Revolution was intolerable
precisely because it

this ar keep

challenged dollar

subservience. Since then,
the pattern is consistent —
Iraq in 2003, Libya in 2011,
Iran today — each had

dominance. U.S. President
Donald Trump is defending
the same financial order,
whatever his rhetoric. Until
we debate this economic
dimension honestly, we will
isreading these

Chennai
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The U.S. has this tendency
to call North Korea, Iran and
others as rogue states
because they challenge
America's hegemonic ways.
In fact, rogue nations are
not those that intend to or
possess nuclear weapons,
but those which attack
others on flimsy or

time when the Russian war
in Ukraine is on, the strikes
on Iran will prove

sabre-rattling and
unprovoked military
interventions across the

Khamenei is a blatant
violation by the U.S. The
U.S. under Mr. Trump is

catastrophic for security in world. becoming a rogue country.
West Asia. Prabhu Raj R., With the UN long valueless,
Itis the U.S. that always Bengaluru the world is becoming a

Corrections & Clarifications

The photo caption that accompanied a report, “President undertakes
sortie in Prachand” (Inside pages, February 28, 2026), erroneously identi-
fied Group Captain N.S. Bahua as Air Chief Marshal AP. Singh.
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How UGC rules prioritise quick justice ow one seat will test the MVA' unity
MVAS fragile alliance lies in the balance in the upcoming Rajya Sabha elections

he University Grants must be acknowledged disciplinary rules. Faced with the

Commission’s (UGC) immediately, committees threat of de-recognition or funding

2026 regulation on the convened swiftly, and inquiries withdrawal, universities are N partner in the INDIA bloc. We

promotion of equity in concluded within rigid timelines. encouraged to prioritise visible have taken up several national
higher education has triggered This design rests on a powerful action over careful adjudication, Maharashtra issues including the Adani-sa-

protests by a section of general
category students and a Sadhu
sangathan (organisation of
ascetics). The matter finally
reached the Supreme Court which
has put the implementation on
hold for its complete vagueness.

Opposition to the regulation
stems from the apprehension that
marginalised sections, taking
advantage of the vagueness in the
new rules, might misuse the
regulation to victimise upper
castes. This reflects deep distrust
and insecurity which is fuelled by
fears that measures aimed at
providing justice to one section of
the population could turn out to
be unjust for others.

Caution against speedy justice
This regulation is necessitated by
an undeniable reality. Caste,
gender and religion-based
discrimination in higher
educational institutions are
neither sporadic nor episodic, and
instances of the same have lately
been rising. Grievance redress
mechanisms have been
notoriously slow, often
discretionary, and at times only
symbolic, leaving students from
marginalised communities to
suffer the consequences in silence.

Even the most ardent
opponents of this new regulation
cannot, therefore, deny the
necessity of such an intervention.
Their consternation arises from
the apprehension that the
overemphasis on speed to
meaningfully deliver justice in
institutions shaped by layered
hierarchies, informal power, and
uneven capacities might be
misplaced, as speed and justice
share a very complicated
relationship. Too slow, and it loses
meaning; too fast, it risks losing
judgment altogether.

The 2026 regulations insist on
swift redress, strict accountability,
and institutional consequences for
silence or inaction. Complaints

Furqan Qamar

is a former professor
of Jamia Millia
Istamia, former
Vice-Chancellor, and
has served as an
adviser for education
in the Planning
Commission

S
Sameer
Ahmad Khan

is @ research scholar at
Jamia Millia Islamia

Students from
rural areas and
linguistic
minorities often
struggle to
translate
everyday
discrimination
into
administratively
legible
complaints

assumption — that speed and
fairness naturally reinforce one
another. Yet, justice systems
across the world suggest
otherwise. When urgency is
institutionalised without explicit
safeguards, decisiveness begins to
substitute for deliberation. Quick
timelines and central monitoring
without clear procedural
standards create fear. Institutions
worry about regulatory penalties
as well as reputational damage
from complaints processed rapidly
and unfairly. The new regulation
assumes that the time taken in due
diligence and completing
procedural formalities is akin to
institutional inertia. It seeks to
ensure rapid enforcement by
threatening higher educational
institutions with dire
consequences. They could be
de-recognised and lose the power
to award degrees. However,
whether this shift commands
legitimacy, will depend not on
intent alone, but on the
architecture of enforcement.

Vague process

The experience of U.S. universities
during the 2010s is instructive.
Faced with the pressure to act
swiftly on campus misconduct,
institutions prioritised speed, only
to encounter sustained judicial

which produces fear. And fear, in
regulatory environments, rarely
fosters justice.

Rewarding privilege
At this point, legal design collides
with social reality. The ability to
document harm, articulate it in
institutional language, and
navigate committees remains
unevenly distributed. Students
from rural areas, and linguistic
minorities often struggle to
translate everyday discrimination
into administratively legible
complaints. Meanwhile, those
with greater cultural and
institutional exposure, sometimes
from dominant sub-castes within
protected categories, are better
positioned to mobilise the system.
The result is a quiet paradox. A
regime designed to amplify
marginal voices ends up
privileging the most institutionally
fluent among them. These
pressures inevitably spill into
classrooms. When academic
judgment is subjected to
regulatory scrutiny without
procedural clarity, risk aversion
becomes the most logical course.
Faculty respond by diluting
feedback, avoiding difficult
conversations, and sanitising
evaluation. And over time,
institutions learn ways to bypass
“ties. C. .

pushback over vague evi y

the ¢

standards, unclear rights of
response, and reputational harm
inflicted before findings were even
established. The backlash did not
arise because protection was
unnecessary, but because the
process was thin.

Clearly, justice that moves
quickly but unclearly destroys
trust. That risk is magnified by
how the UGC regulations
distribute authority. They do not
specify offences or penalties.
Investigation is delegated to
internal equity committees, and
punishment is imposed through
existing institutional services or

multiply, documentation thickens,
and compliance becomes
performative. Scholars describe
this as compliance theatre, a

h where isation:
learn to demonstrate reform
without addressing underlying
hierarchies.

Justice in universities must not
be a race to the first response. It
should be a long and difficult
conversation. One that demands
urgency, yes, but also precision,
patience, and the humility to
revise. Without that balance,
equity will quietly and persistently
slip out of the room.

Vinaya Deshpande Pandit
vinaya.deshpande@thehindu.co.

in
n February 26, the
0 Election Commission
(EC) issued a notifica-
tion for the election to 37 Ra-
jya Sabha seats in 10 States. Of
them, seven seats are from
Maharashtra. Among those
who will complete their te-
nures on April 2 this year are
leaders like Nationalist Con-
gress Party-SP (NCP-SP) presi-
dent Sharad Pawar and Union
Minister Ramdas Athawale. As
political parties across allianc-
es in Maharashtra try to gain
the most at the negotiating ta-
ble, the election to one Rajya
Sabha seat is likely to test the
fragile unity of the Maha Vikas
Aghadi (MVA), a regional al-
liance of the INDIA bloc.

The major questions this
election will raise for the MVA
are whether the Congress will
be willing to compromise at a
time when both the Rajya Sab-
ha elections and Legislative
Council elections are to take
place in Maharashtra; wheth-
er Uddhav Thackeray will for-
sake his party’s claim to the
sole Rajya Sabha seat when his
is the biggest party in the
State’s Opposition; and what
Sharad Pawar will decide.

Negotiations are ongoing
within the Mahayuti as well.
While the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) wants four seats,
the NCP has declared Parth
Pawar’s (Ajit Pawar’s son)
name. Eknath Shinde is keen
to get two seats.

The MVA tussle

The battle within the MVA
throws light on the aspirations
of each of the three parties. It
is defined by an undeniable
shadow of distrust towards
the NCP-SP, after talks of a
merger with Ajit Pawar’s NCP

were revealed. In Maharash-
tra, the NCP (earlier led by Ajit
Pawar and now by his wife Su-
netra Pawar) is in power with
the BJP as part of the Mahayuti
alliance. The NCP-SP (led by
Sharad Pawar), on the other
hand, is a part of the Opposi-
tion MVA, with Congress and
Shiv Sena Uddhav Balasaheb
Thackeray (UBT).

While some leaders said
that the death of Ajit Pawar
had effectively halted the pos-
sibility of a merger, others
questioned whether the Rajya
Sabha seat will remain with
the INDIA bloc in the future, if
the NCP-SP decides to go
ahead with the merger. “Even
if Sharad Pawar himself may
choose to stay with the MVA,
what if his party goes ahead
with the merger?” asked a
leader. Some even raised con-
cerns about Sharad Pawar’s
health. He is currently reco-
vering at a hospital in Mum-
bai. The NCP-SP counts on the
heft of a national leader like
Sharad Pawar to propose that
his candidature alone can lead
to an unopposed Rajya Sabha
victory in the State.

Meanwhile, the Shiv Sena
UBT is keen to take this Rajya
Sabha seat for itself. It believes
that since it is the largest party
in the alliance, and had left its
stake in 2019 to support Fau-
zia Khan (NCP-SP), it should
be supported for this bid.
While five leaders are in the
fray, the preference seems to
be for Priyanka Chaturvedi,
whose term expires next
month. “We have been a loyal

tion of Mumbai. Our presence
in Rajya Sabha is crucial,” a Se-
na leader said. The Congress,
on the other hand, feels the
need to increase its presence
in the Rajya Sabha to play an
effective role as the national
Opposition party. “For us,
each seat in the Parliament
matters to strengthen Malli-
karjun Kharge ji,” a Congress
leader said. The BJP has re-
frained from issuing any state-
ment on the differences with-
in the MVA so far. But the
possibility of more candidates
being in the fray will only nix
the chances of unopposed
elections, and will lead to
complex number crunching in
an open ballot election.

A game of numbers

The number game in Maha-
rashtra is quite clear. Rajya
Sabha members are voted in
by the MLAs of the State. In a
House of 288, the actual
strength today is 286. The
election quota for the Rajya
Sabha election in Maharashtra
is 36. In the ruling Mahayuti,
the BJP has 131 MLAs, Shiv Se-
na (Eknath Shinde) has 57
MLAs, and NCP has 40. Along
with smaller allies, the Mahay-
uti strength is 234. Effectively,
it can easily elect six of the se-
ven Rajya Sabha members. It
will have a handful of excess
votes too. On the Opposition
side, the MVA can also elect
one candidate on the basis of
its cumulative strength if it
sticks together. The Shiv Sena
UBT has 20 MLAs, the Con-
gress has 16 and the NCP-SP
has 10. Along with the smaller
allies, its total strength is 52.
The final decision will now
hinge on talks between the top
three leaders of the MVA. The
Opposition will be able to
keep uncertainty at bay only if
it can achieve consensus.

U.P. receives over 84% of all out-of-State MPLADS funds

| DATA POINT

itika Francis
Vignesh Radhakrishnan

wenty-one MPs recom-
T mended works outside the

State or constituency they
were elected from or are associat-
ed with, using their Members of
Parliament Local Area Develop-
ment Scheme (MPLADS) funds, an
analysis by The Hindu has found.
And of the more than 8 crore
spent on works which were com-
pleted based on these recommen-
dations, the vast majority — 84% —
went to districts in Uttar Pradesh.

Of the 530 MPs for whom “com-
pleted works” data is available,
these 21 MPs account for all of the
out-of-usual-area spending. All
other MPs used their allocated
funds in the districts or States they
represent or are associated with.

The analysis by The Hindu co-
vered around 21,000 works com-
pleted between 2023 and 2026.
The data were sourced from the
Empowered Indian MPLADS dash-
board and cross-verified with the
mplads.gov.in website. It was col-
lected on February 23, 2026.

An elected Lok Sabha MP can
generally recommend works in the
district(s) their constituency en-
compasses. An elected Rajya Sab-
ha MP can recommend works only
within the State they are elected
from, while nominated MPs can
recommend works anywhere in
the country. There are also limited
exceptions: MPs can recommend
up to 350 lakh in a financial year
outside their usual region (raised
from 25 lakh after April 2023) and
can also contribute up to 1 crore
per annum for rehabilitation and
reconstruction in areas affected by
natural “calamities of severe na-
ture”, as declared by the Govern-
ment of India, subject to addition-
al scrutiny.

Exhaustive list
Of the 21 MPs, only two are from
the Lok Sabha. Mala Rajya Laxmi

Only 21 MPs, two of them from the Lok Sabha, accounted for all of the out-of-usual-area spending

Shah of the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), the Lok Sabha MP from Utta-
rakhand’s Tehri Garhwal, spent
349,96,274 on footpaths and ped-
estrian ways built in two villages of
Agra district. This amount is about
57% of her total spending of ¥87.4
lakh on all completed works. In
other words, more than half of her
spending on completed works
went to Uttar Pradesh, with the
rest spent in the Dehradun dis-
trict, where parts of the Tehri
Garhwal Lok Sabha constituency
lie. When The Hindu reached out
to her, she declined to comment.
Another Lok Sabha MP, Kirti
Vardhan Singh from Uttar Pra-
desh, spent 10 lakh on a protec-
tive structure in Nagaland. Sada-
nand Mhalu Shet Tanavade, the
sitting Rajya Sabha MP of the BJP
from Goa, spent ¥48.6 lakh on
street light poles installed in 20 lo-
cations across the Shahjahanpur
district of Uttar Pradesh. The
amount is about 27% of his total
spending on all completed works.
Chunnilal Garasiya, the sitting
Rajya Sabha MP of the BJP from Ra-
jasthan, spent %98 lakh on LED
lights installed in two districts of
Uttar Pradesh, about 80% of his to-
tal spending on all completed
works. He said he did not remem-
ber the specific areas for which he
had recommended the works from
the MPLADS funds. “I don’t exact-
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ly remember the sectors or areas
for which I have made recommen-
dations. These things are handled
by my private secretary. I have not
even completed two years in of-
fice,” Mr. Garasiya told The Hindu
over phone. Mr. Garasiya was
elected to the Rajya Sabha from
Rajasthan in April 2024.

Sitting Rajya Sabha MP of the
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha from
Jharkhand, Sarfraz Ahmad, spent
%92.03 lakh on installing LED lights
and building roads in the Agra and
Pilibhit districts. This is one of the
very few instances of such “out-of-
State” funding wherein the in-
volved MP is from a regional party
and has contributed such a sub-
stantial amount to a State where
said party has no footing. “I have
followed the rules of the Rajya Sab-
ha and as a member 1 am entitled
to recommend a certain percen-
tage of the MPLADS funds to othe:
States as well. I have rec d

In the works: Reconstruction of a road begins near NH-709B, Sisana village, in Baghpat, Uttar Pradesh on February 4. ani

Gehlot and Congress’s Pramod Ti-
wari, both from Rajasthan; BJP’s
Satish Chandra Dubey from Bihar;
and Congress’ K.T.S. Tulsi and
Phulo Devi Netam from Chhattis-
garh. Together, they sent around
75 lakh to various projects in Ut-
tar Pradesh. Of the 18 crore out-
of-usual-area funds, about 6%
went to Bihar, and sitting BJP Rajya
Sabha MP Dhananjay Bhimrao Ma-
hadik from Maharashtra accounts
for most of it. He spent close to 1
crore on works in Bihar, spread
across two financial years.

The established norm

While nominated Rajya Sabha MPs
are allowed to use their MPLADS
funds anywhere in the country,
few actually do so beyond the
State they’re associated with. Most
concentrate spending in the States
where they built their careers —
the very achievements that led to
their inati

ed the funds to Jharkhand also, “
Mr. Ahmad told The Hindu over
phone. Asked about any other
specific reason to recommend
funds out of his usual area, Mr.
Ahmed said, “The way I have my
people in Jharkhand, in the similar
way I have my people in Uttar Pra-
desh as well.”

Other sitting Rajya Sabha MPs
who sent money to works in Uttar
Pradesh include BJP’s Rajendra

For instance, ace track and field
athlete P.T. Usha, who was nomi-
nated to the Rajya Sabha, has
spent all of her MPLADS funds
thus far on roads and playgrounds
and to purchase school buses
across Kerala. Similarly, Dharmas-
thala’s Veerendra Heggade spent
all his funds till now in Karnataka.

The lion’s share
Gulam Ali Khatana is a notable ex-

ception. He was born and educat-
ed in Jammu & Kashmir and has
his permanent residence in the
Union Territory. He is identified as
a BJP member in his Rajya Sabha
profile and has served as a spokes-
person of the party’s J&K unit. At
the time of appointment, he was
the lone member representing the
State in the Upper House. Of the
20 questions he has raised in the
Rajya Sabha, 16 relate specifically
to matters in J&K, including ques-
tions on welfare funds for tribal
communities and their forest
rights. Mr. Khatana is a member of
the Scheduled Tribe (Gurjar/Guj-
jar) community, according to his
Rajya Sabha profile. Yet he spent
nearly 12 crore of his MPLADS
funds to install LED lights in va-
rious districts of Uttar Pradesh, ac-
counting for over 95% of his total
MPLADS expense. Of the 21 MPs
analysed for mismatched funds,
Mr. Khatana accounts for the lar-
gest share. Uttar Pradesh already
receives a large share of MPLADS
funds because it sends the most
MPs to Parliament. Of the 20,858
works completed between 2023
and 2026, 26% were in Uttar Pra-
desh. Around a fifth of the utilised
funds also went to the State. Uttar
Pradesh utilises more than twice
as much MPLADS funds as the se-
cond-ranked Tamil Nadu, with the
latter accounting for around 9%.

Against this background, the
mismatch is more pronounced: ov-
er 84% of the out-ofusual-area
funds were directed to Uttar Pra-
desh. In several instances, the
funds came from MPs elected from
or associated with States with low-
er per capita incomes and a small-
er share of MPLADS funds. J&K,
with which Mr. Khatana is so
strongly associated, received only
0.6% of the MPLADS utilised funds
and accounted for only about 1% of
completed works.

With inputs from Mohammed Iq-
bal, Ishita Mishra, Amit Bhelari,
who are reporters at The Hindu,
and Suman Raj L., Shriram N., and
Nivedha M. who interned with the
Data Team.
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Arafat suggests UN buffer
zone in Israeli-held area

‘Washington, Feb. 29: Palestine Liberation
Organisation (PLO) leader Mr. Yasser Arafat has
proposed the creation of United Nations buffer
zone in Israeli occupied Arab territory as a step
to a West Asian peace conference and
recognition of Israel’s right to exist. The
Washington Post newspaper reported today.

It said he put the proposal to Democratic
Senator, Mr. Adlai Stevenson during the
Senator’s recent tour of Egypt, Saudi Arabia,
Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, Iran and Israel.

According the proposal, the U.N. would take
over the occupied areas except for parts of the
Gaza strip and the west bank of Jordan adjoining
Israel. These adjoining parts will be
administered jointly by Israel and the U.N. the
newspaper said.

The newspaper said Mr. Arafat indicated to
Senator Stevenson that if Israel made that first
move it could break the deadlock that has held
up resumption of West Asian peace talks in
Geneva.

The Post said that according to Senator
Stevenson, who met the PLO leader in Beirut
and took his proposal to the Israeli and U.S.
Governments, the Israelis showed little interest
in the suggestion. — Reuter

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO MARCH 2, 1926

Fastest car in the world

The London correspondent of “The
Englishman” cables under date Feb. 6 —

‘What is expected to prove the world’s fastest
motor car was to-day surrounded by a dozen
experts and detectives in a closely guarded shed
in the Sunbeam works at Wolverhampton.

1 was among the few privileged persons who
inspected the car, which has been shrouded in
secrecy during the last eighteen months. Major
Segrave, who will drive the car on the Southport
sands probably to-morrow; hopes to beat the
world record of 150.269 miles an hour secured
on the Pendine sands in South Wales in July last
year. The car has twelve cylinders and is only 33
horse-power according to Treasury rating but it
is claimed that it can develop 300 horse-power
at 6,000 revolutions. France, Italy and the
United States are all making hectic preparations
to produce cars which will attempt to beat the
mile and kilometre records now held by Britain.
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Gross GST collection in - West Asia cancelled by inaugurated in
February Pak. after Iran attack ~ Madurai by PM

in per cent. Gross GST

S l collection increased by 8.1%

® to over ¥1.83 lakh crore in
February, led by higher growth in revenues
from imports and domestic sales. Gross
domestic revenue rose 5.3% to about 21.36
lakh crore, while gross import revenue
climbed 17.2% to 347,837 crore. et

received by NORKA

Persons killed in a
blast at explosives

At least 184 international
184 flights of different airlines

from Pakistan to West
Asia have been cancelled since Saturday.
International flights in West Asia have all
been badly disrupted or suspended after
the closure of the Dubai and Abu Dhabi
airports. #1i

1,400:"

Narendra Modi on Sunday also laid
foundation stone for four-laning of
Marakkanam-Puducherry section and
Paramakudi-Ramanathapuram section of
key NH routes. eni

Minister

helpdesk

A 24-hour helpdesk set up
by NORKA Roots,

conflict, has received 381 calls till 11:30
a.m. on Sunday, officials said. It was
established as per the direction of Chief
Minister’s Office to assist Non-Resident
Keralites and their family members. e

18

following the Israel-Iran

blast took

factory in Nagpur

At least 18 persons were killed
and 20 others injured in a blast
that tore through an explosives

manufacturing factory in Maharashtra’s
Nagpur district on Sunday, police said. The

place at the SBL Energy Limited

factory, a senior police official said. rn
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Missile interceptors in U.S.-Iran war

How is this conflict different from the 12-day war? What is missile defence and how does it work? How effective are Iron Dome and Patriot systems? Can

EXPLAINER
Vasudevan Mukunth

he outbreak of fresh hostilities

between the U.S.-led coalition,

including Israel and the United

Arab Emirates, and Iran seems
to have triggered a newly integrated
regional air defence network different
from the one these actors deployed
during their brief yet intense conflict in
June last year.

The 12-day war in 2025 was until then
the most significant test of the Integrated
Air and Missile Defence, with the alliance
faced with having to blunt retaliation by
Iran that included more than 500 ballistic
missiles and over twice as many ‘suicide
drones’. This time, with the theatre of
conflict including the Persian Gulf, the
UAE has brought to bear its South Korean
defence system together with the debut of
U.S. systems that were only prototypes
last year.

While many of these systems showcase
new abilities, they also highlight the U.S.
and Israel’s need to ‘ration” them to keep
costs down and ensure they’re still
available should the conflict drag on.

What is missile defence?

Missile defence refers to a military system
that finds and destroys incoming missiles
before they hit their targets. These
systems use sensors — including satellites
in earth orbit and radar stations on the
ground — to watch the sky and, when they
spot an enemy missile, track its speed and
direction.

Then, military command centres use
powerful computers and military
personnel to receive the data from the
sensors and based on that calculate which
targets the missile endangers and which
response is most suitable. One important
kind of response is the interceptor —
which is a missile that flies towards the
incoming threat with the purpose of
destroying it.

In addition to saving lives and
property, missile defence can discourage
enemies from starting conflicts that could
require missiles, since the interceptors
could render them ineffective, as well as
give leaders more time to deliberate.

How an interceptor works

Let’s use the example of the U.S. Patriot
system, which consists of several
components connected by cables or
wireless data links.

Its radar unit remains stationary on the
ground rather than spinning, like the
radar you see in airports. It steers
thousands of radio beams across the sky
to scan for objects. When these beams hit
an aircraft or incoming missile, they
bounce back to the radar and a computer
analyses the returning signals to estimate
the object’s speed, location, altitude, and
direction.

If the object is deemed to be a threat, a
connected computer can concentrate the
radar’s energy at that point in the sky.
Such focused tracking is called a lock, and
in this condition the radar will update the
target’s position continuously.

Meanwhile, the computers at the
Engagement Control Station (ECS), a
mobile command centre operated by
soldiers, calculate the trajectory of the
object and determine when to fire a
counter-measure. When the system
commands a launch, a signal goes to a
launcher truck, which ignites the rocket
motor of an interceptor. As the
interceptor lifts off, the ground radar will
continue to track both the target and the
missile simultaneously. The ECS will
compare the positions of both objects and

»

saturation attacks exhaust interceptors? What systems are Iran deploying?

send commands to the interceptor to
guide it through the air.

In the final seconds of flight, the
interceptor will use its onboard seeker — a
component that acts like its driver — to
find the target. Since interceptors often
move at multiple times the speed of
sound, seekers have to be very precise.
The interception itself can happen in one
of two ways. Older missiles use a
proximity fuse that senses when the
target is nearby and blows up a powerful
warhead, destroying the object with
shrapnel. Newer interceptors are
hit-to-kill: the missile steers itself directly
into the body of the target, using the
kinetic energy of the collision to shatter it.

The radar observes the impact to
confirm the target has been destroyed
before resetting to engage the next threat.

How effective are interceptors?
The efficacy of an interceptor varies
depending on the target.

The short-range rockets that Israel uses
as part of its ‘Iron Dome’ system is
effective against simple, slow-moving
rockets, with the country reporting
80-97% success rates in recent conflicts.

The U.S. Patriot system on the other
hand deals with targets moving much
faster and is less successful in absolute
terms. For example, in May 2023, about a
year after Russia’s invasion of Ukraine had
begun, Patriot had 100% success against
six Russian Kinzhal hypersonic missiles
on one night over Kyiv and more than
60% against the Iskander-M ballistic
missiles.

After that, Russia modified Iskander-M
to release decoys and make sharp turns
through the air just before it strikes.
Russia has also been launching larger
groups of missiles and drones at once. So
even if a Patriot battery has a high success
rate, it only carries a limited number of
interceptors. Altogether, its rate has
reportedly dropped to around 10% since.

According to the Center for Arms
Control and Non-Proliferation, “The only
programme designed to protect the entire
United States homeland from a long-range
missile attack is the GMD [Ground-based
Midcourse Defence] programme. GMD
has a failing test record: a success rate of
just 55% in highly scripted tests, including
three misses in the last six tries.”

‘What makes Cheongung II different?
In the ongoing conflict, the UAE has

An interceptor flies in the sky as missiles from Iran are fired to Israel, as seen from Tel Aviv. FILE PHOTO

activated a missile defence involving the
South Korean Cheongung Il missiles while
the alliance has been using the Terminal
High Altitude Area Defence (THAAD) and
the Patriot batteries supplied by the U.S.
The UAE acquired Cheongung from South
Korea to intercept low-flying [ranian
cruise missiles and tactical ballistic
missiles over the Gulf.

These missiles use a hit-to-kill
technology similar to the U.S. Patriot
system but are also optimised for threats
in the Persian Gulf.

A missile launched from coastal Iran
can reach the UAE within minutes. Older
versions of Patriot used radars that
scanned for objects in a 120° cone, If a
threat came from outside this cone, the
battery had to physically rotate, losing
precious seconds. Cheongung Il however
uses a ‘Vertical Launch System’ fit with a
rotating multi-function radar that can fire
in 360° without moving the launcher.

Missiles called “skimmers” can fly just
above the surface of the Gulf’s waters to
stay under the radar’s view, so the
Cheongung II missile is also equipped
with a radar in its nose, which it turns on
in the final seconds of flight to not have to
depend on the ground radar as it
approaches impact.

How does cost shape interceptor use?
While the U.S. relied heavily on its
expensive Patriot defence system during
the June 2025 conflict, it has deployed its
new Indirect Fire Protection Capability to
protect bases in the UAE and Kuwait. This
system uses AIM-9X Sidewinder missiles
as interceptors and helps with rationing
Patriot.

Patriot’s cost is relevant because Iran’s
strategy, called a saturation attack, has
been to fire a flurry of cheap missiles to
exhaust the alliance’s interceptors. The
system’s PAC-3 Missile Segment
Enhancement (MSE) interceptors
however cost around $4 million per shot.

The U.S. Navy has deployed SM-6
missiles in their ‘dual’ configuration, in
which they can intercept ballistic missiles
in their terminal phase as well as Iranian
fast-attack craft.

Finally, after Israel introduced it during
the 12-day war, the country’s ‘Iron Beam’
high-energy laser has become the
primary defence against drone swarms.
As with the U.S. and Patriot, Iron Beam is
reportedly allowing Israel to ration its

Arrow 3 and Stunner.

‘What changed after the 12-day war?
During the 12-day war, the first line of
defence comprised the Israeli Arrow 3
system and U.S. Navy destroyers with
SM-3 missiles. Arrow 3 engaged
medium-range ballistic missiles in space,
before they reentered the atmosphere,
although the intensity of the barrage
rapidly depleted Israeli stockpiles by the
second week of the conflict. Likewise U.S.
destroyers in the Red and the
Mediterranean Seas recorded the heaviest
use of the SM-3 missiles in combat until
then.

The endo-atmospheric defence system
used U.S. THAAD batteries and Israel’s
legacy Arrow 2 system. Then came Israel’s
David Sling with its Stunner interceptors,
with Patriot forming the last line.

Against the ‘suicide drones’, the
alliance used the ‘Iron Dome’ and its
Tamir interceptors and ‘Iron Beam’, with
help from air to air missiles fired by the
U.S. Air Force and Navy, the Royal Air
Force, and France’s Rafales.

As of January this year, an important
focus area for the U.S. and its allies was to
replenish the expended munitions. The
U.S. Department of Defence has already
quadrupled production orders for THAAD
and PAC-3 MSE interceptors and has
accelerated the deployment of
directed-energy systems to naval vessels.

This said, “Production of all munitions
— interceptors for THAAD, Patriot, Arrow,
David’s Sling, and Iron Dome...— is far
slower than current combat use or
anticipated future high-intensity war
requirements,” Charles Corcoran and Ari
Cicurel wrote in RealClearDefence in
January 2026. Maj. Gen. Corcoran is a
former chief of staff of the U.S. Air Forces
Central Command and Cicurel is the
associate director of foreign policy at the
Jewish Institute for National Security of
America.

They added that “Replenishing THAAD
shortages ... will take at least 1.5 years at
current production capacity” and that
U.S. manufacturing has “not scaled for
high-tempo operations in decades”.

How strong is Iran’s air and missile
defence network?

Iran’s most advanced interceptor is an
upgraded version of the Bavar-373 system
using the Sayyad-4B missile, reportedly
designed to intercept targets at ranges
exceeding 300 km. Iran also recently
unveiled its Arman Ballistic Missile
Defence system, which it has said is
optimised to intercept short- to
medium-range ballistic missiles with 360°
radar coverage.

To counter cruise missiles as well as
F-35 and F-15 fighter jets, the military is
using the Sevom-e-Khordad missile
system. It’s highly mobile, which means it
can fire from one place and quickly
relocate to another, making it harder for
U.S. forces to destroy its radars. Iran is
reportedly using Sayyad-3 missiles with
this system to protect its Natanz and
Isfahan nuclear facilities.

With reports of strikes in Tehran, Iran
is also using the Russia-made Tor-M1
short-range missiles to intercept
precision-guided bombs and the Majid
and Azarakhsh systems to counter
low-flying drones and cruise missiles.

This said, reports of explosions in
Tehran and Isfahan indicate the U.S. and
Israeli barrage could be overwhelming
Iran’s interceptors with sheer volume.
This is possible because once a battery
fires one batch of around six missiles, it
needs to reload, leaving the site
defenceless until then. The Bavar-373
system’s purported ability to detect
stealth aircraft has also been in question
since the alliance has struck targets in
Tehran.

THE GIST
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The outbreak of fresh

hostilities has triggered a newly
integrated regional air defence
network, with the UAE
activating Cheongung Il and
the U.S. deploying prototype
systems alongside Patriot and
THAAD.

v

Interceptors such as PAC-3
MSE, SM-6 and AIM-9X are
being rationed amid saturation
attacks, as production remains
far slower than current combat
use.

v

Iran is using Bavar-373, Arman
BMD, Sevom-e-Khordad and
Tor-M1 systems, but sheer
volume and reload gaps may
be overwhelming its
interceptors.

AND-ADE



+

Monday, March 2, 2026
DELHI

THE HINDU

Text&Context

CACHE

In the lower atmosphere, a returning capsule can still reach hundreds of kilometres per hour, far too fast for a safe landing, so the parachute has to be deployed to reduce the velocity for a soft landing in the sea. pTi

How do astronauts return from space
and survive re-entry?

A launch vehicle’s ascent battles gravity to gain orbital velocity, while re-entry is a controlled struggle against the atmosphere to systematically shed

that immense kinetic energy through aerobraking, thermal protection and precise guidance within the re-entry corridor

Unnikrishnan Nair S.

he ascent of a launch vehicle is

a battle against gravity to gain

the immense velocity required

to stay in orbit — while re-entry
is a struggle against the atmosphere to
shed that same energy in a systematic
way.

Initially, aerospace scientists believed
that surviving atmospheric re-entry
would be impossible because the massive
kinetic energy of an orbiting space
capsule would be converted into intense
heat energy upon re-entry. The resulting
temperatures would be so extreme that
they would melt any known structural
material. The breakthrough came with
the blunt body theory, which proved that
if the space capsule’s forebody is rounded
with a large radius, it can deflect most of
the re-entry heat into the surrounding air
rather than being directed into the
capsule.

More than 98% energy of a re-entering
capsule is dissipated through the
atmosphere and converted into heat. The
capsule is shielded from this intense
thermal environment by its heatshield,
which has a robust thermal protection
system: it dissipates the heat through
either ablation — where the material
sacrificially chars and erodes to carry heat
away — or thermal insulation, which uses
low-conductivity materials to prevent the
heat from reaching the capsule’s primary
structure.

What is a re-entry corridor?

To return to earth, a space capsule must
break its orbit by reducing its velocity. It
does this by performing a deorbit burn:
turning 180 degrees and firing its engines
in the opposite direction of its travel.

Since forward speed is what maintains the
orbit, losing that speed allows gravity to
overcome the capsule’s centrifugal force.
The capsule then drops out of its stable
circular path and enters a shallow,
downward elliptical curve, leading it into
the upper atmosphere for re-entry.

The re-entry corridor is a precise
atmospheric window that a spacecraft
must hit to return safely, balanced
between two extremes. If the entry angle
is too shallow (the overshoot boundary),
the capsule will act like a stone skipping
across a pond, bouncing off the
atmosphere back into space. Conversely,
if the angle is too steep (the undershoot
boundary), the capsule will hit the dense
air too hard, generating lethal
deceleration forces and frictional heat
that exceed what the crew and capsule
can survive.

‘What is a semi-ballistic body?

A ballistic body behaves like a falling
stone: it cannot steer by itself and is
slowed only by the air resistance (drag).
In contrast, a semi-ballistic body flies at a
specific angle, known as the angle of
attack. This is achieved by intentionally
offsetting its centre of gravity laterally,
causing the body to fly at an angle relative
to the oncoming air.

As the vehicle slams into the
atmosphere at hypersonic speeds, this
angle forces the air to flow
asymmetrically over the body, creating an
aerodynamic lift force apart from the drag
force, which acts perpendicular to the
direction of velocity. This lift force is
strategically manipulated to allow the
capsule to glide and bank through the
atmosphere, providing the cross-range
capability necessary to steer it precisely
toward a targeted landing zone.

‘What is a communication blackout?
Another issue during re-entry is the
communication blackout. The extreme
heat generated during re-entry strips
electrons from air molecules, turning it
into a layer of ionised plasma. This
plasma sheath acts like a metallic bubble
around the capsule that reflects and
blocks radio waves. Because signals
cannot pass through this electrified layer,
it causes a communication blackout,
leaving the crew and ground control
unable to speak to each other until the
capsule slows down enough for the
plasma to vanish.

To manage the dreaded
communication blackout during re-entry,
engineers utilise a combination of orbital
relay networks and high-frequency signal
physics. By transmitting data upward to
relay satellites (such as NASA’s TDRSS)
rather than downward to ground stations,
the signal passes through the thinner, less
dense regions of the plasma sheath in the
rear of the capsule.

‘Why are parachutes deployed for
landing?
When a capsule re-enters the
atmosphere, it is decelerated by
aerobraking, which is the process of using
atmospheric drag to slow down a capsule.
As the air density increases at lower
altitudes, the capsule’s speed drops until
it approaches its terminal velocity — the
point where the upward force of air
resistance balances the downward pull of
gravity. Any further reduction in velocity
has to be achieved by deploying
additional aerodynamic surfaces like
parachutes. For a capsule returning from
space, the terminal velocity in the lower
atmosphere is still hundreds of kilometres
per hour, far too fast for a safe landing.

Practically, even before reaching the
terminal velocity, the parachute has to be
deployed to reduce the velocity further to
make a soft landing in the sea.

How will the Gaganyaan crew module
re-enter?
ISRO pioneered its re-entry capabilities
with the 2007 Space Capsule Recovery
Experiment (SRE), proving it could safely
return an orbiting craft to earth. This was
further advanced by the 2014 Crew
Module Atmospheric Re-entry
Experiment (CARE), which validated the
full-scale thermal protection and
parachute systems essential for surviving
the extreme heat of a sub-orbital re-entry.
The Gaganyaan orbital module has two
parts: the crew module (CM) and the
service module (SM). The orbital module
will be de-orbited by the thrusters in the
SM and after that, the SM will separate
and be destroyed by the intense heat of
re-entry. Upon atmospheric re-entry, the
CM maintains its trajectory within the
re-entry corridor, strictly avoiding
undershoot and overshoot boundaries.
Operating as a semi-ballistic body, the CM
executes controlled manoeuvres to reach
its targeted landing site by modulating its
lift vector through bi-propellant thruster

Once the module reaches lower
altitudes, a three-stage redundant
parachute system is deployed to ensure a
safe and smooth splashdown in the Bay of
Bengal, which is the primary landing zone
for the mission.

Unnikrishnan Nair S. is Former Director,
VSSC and IIST; Founding Director, HSFC;
and an expert in launch vehicle systems,
orbital re-entry and human spaceflight
technologies. Currently Dr Sarabhai
Professor at VSSC
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Please send in your answers to
dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

A quiz on the Ranji Trophy 2025-26 season that concluded last week

V.V. Ramanan
in the final?
A [
QUESTION 1 QUESTION 5
How many different
teams prior to Jammu &
Kashmir have won the
Ranji Trophy?

[N

QUESTION 2 Ranji Trophy in the match
Which bowler finished against Assam?

the season with 60 [N

wickets? QUESTION 6

A The highest individual score
QUESTION 3 in the 2025-26 Ranji Trophy

Which team made it to
the semifinals for the
first time in its history?

N
QUESTION 4 team.
Who won the Plate
Championship for the
2025-26 season by
defeating Manipur by a

™

K

A
QUESTION 7
Who was named

massive margin of 568 runs

What remarkable feat did
Arjun Sharma and Mohit
Jhangra of the Services
achieve for the first time in
the 81-year history of the

season was the 299
recorded by a batter from a
team which made the last
four. Name the batter and

Player-of-the-tournament?

A
Visual Question:
Name this batter who amassed the most runs this season (950). EMMANUAL YOGINI

Questions and Answers to the previous day’s
daily quiz: 1. An early Steinbeck novel, this book
portrays a group of ‘paisanos'— literally, countrymen
— a small band of errant friends enjoying life, and
wine, in the days after the end of World War |. Name
the book. Ans: Tortilla Flat

2. Steinbeck himself considered this book his
magnum opus. The novel brings to life the intricate
details of two families, the Trasks and the Hamiltons,
and their interwoven stories. Name the book. Ans:
East of Eden

3. The Grapes of Wrath focuses on a poor family
called the Joads. Which famous prize did this book
win? Ans: Pulitzer Prize

4. Which American philosopher influenced
Steinbeck’s writing, including the characters of Doc
and Friend Ed? Ans: Ed Ricketts

5. In which year did Steinbeck win the Nobel Prize for
literature? Ans:1962

Visual: Identify the film that was adapted from a
novel of the same name written by Steinbeck. Ans:
The Grapes of Wrath

Early Birds: Dodo Jayaditya | Arun Kumar Singh |
Varghese Joseph | Sachin Thukral | Sadhan Panda
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KNOW YOUR ENGLISH

She barged
in on their
conversation

Then complained the cafe was
overpriced, though it was simply
expensive

S. Upendran

What is the meaning and origin of the
expression ‘to barge in on’? (S.
Jambunathan, Coorg)

When you ‘barge in on someone’, you
intrude on the individual; you walk into
their room without their permission —
very often, upsetting the person. You
interrupt, quite rudely, whatever it is the
person is doing. It is also possible to
‘barge in on someone’s conversation’.
When you do this, you rudely interrupt a
conversation that two people are having;
'you poke your nose into something that
you have no business doing.

From now on, make it a point to knock.
Don'’t just barge in.

The expression can also be used to
mean ‘to bump into or collide with
someone or something’. In this case, you
‘barge into someone or something’.

I nearly barged into Tara as I was
turning the corner.

‘Barge’ comes from the Latin ‘bara’
meaning ‘boat’, and the word was initially
used to refer to any small boat. Over a
period of time, however, the word
underwent a change in meaning. Today, it
is mostly used to refer to any
flat-bottomed vessel, mainly used to
transport cargo. These vessels are mostly
found on rivers and canals and are
incapable of independent movement.
Being big and heavy (because of the cargo
they are carrying), they are usually towed
or pulled by other boats, any attempt to
quickly change direction or come to an
abrupt stop usually results in an accident,
with the barge sometimes colliding with
the boat towing it.

What s the difference between
‘overpriced’ and ‘expensive’? (Aparna
Das, Puri)

‘Expensive’ is the opposite of ‘cheap’;
when you buy a product that is
‘expensive’, you are paying a lot of money
for it. In addition to hinting at the price of
the product, the use of the word also
suggests something about the quality and
value of the product. When you say that
something is ‘expensive’, you are
suggesting that given the quality of the
product, it is worth the money you are
paying for it. In other words, you are
getting your money’s worth. We must,
however, remember that ‘expensive’ is a
relative term. What you and I may
consider ‘expensive’, someone else may
not.

Sandeep has a big collection of very
expensive watches.

The use of the word ‘overpriced”
suggests that you are passing judgment on
a product — you are saying it is not worth
the money that you are being asked to
pay. While the product may not be
expensive, you are being made to pay a
lot more than it is worth. You are being
made to pay way too much money for a
product of low value.

1 couldrr’t talk my friend out of buying a
pair of ridiculously overpriced shoes.

I looked at the menu and walked out.
Every item in the restaurant was
overpriced.

upendrankye@gmail.com

Word of the day

Trepidation:
afeeling of alarm or dread

Synonyms: worry, unease, panic

Usage: she waited with trepidation for the
phone call.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/
trepidationpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /trepiderfan/

.
¥
For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to

letters@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Text & Context’
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Why key to coconut cultivation today
is sustainability, not productivity

The ‘Coconut Promotion Scheme’ must not be limited to distributing high-vield seedlings but must prioritise the development and mass multiplication of climate-resilient

varieties for farms along the east coast and in peninsular regions, and wilt-tolerant varieties for coconut-growing regions along the west coast

R. Ranjit Kumar

he 2026-27 Union Budget
announced a ‘Coconut
Promotion Scheme’ with the
primary aim of improving
productivity by rejuvenalmg old,
non-productive gardens with high
yielding coconut varieties and
establishing new plantations along the
coast. The farming community
welcomed the announcement.

The Coconut Development Board
(CDB) is already implementing a similar
scheme, which has helped rejuvenate old
gardens and expanded cultivation into
non-traditional areas, including in parts of
Gujarat, Assam, and other non-peninsular
regions — sufficient to partially offset the
widespread destruction of coconut palms
in Kerala and Tamil Nadu by disease.

Heat and disease

India is the world’s largest producer and
consumer of coconuts. The domestic
prices of coconut and tender coconut
remain far higher than prevailing
international prices even though the
productivity per palm in India is already
higher than in Sri Lanka, the thppmes,
and Ind ia. In places like Anai;

Tamil Nadu, Dwarf x Tall hybrid pa.lms
regularly produce 250 to 300 tender
coconuts per tree.

Today, climate change and disease are
greater concerns than productivity.
Research by the Central Plantation Crops
Research Institute (CPCRI) has projected
that temperatures in regions with
plantations may rise by 1.6-2.1°C by 2050
and up to 3.2 °C by 2070. Higher
temperature without a significant change
in the rainfall levels will increase the
vapour pressure deficit and intensify
drought stress.

Studies have also found that large parts
of interior peninsular India, including
parts of Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh,
along with the south interior region of
Tamil Nadu and the east coasts could
become less suitable for coconut
cultivation in the coming decades as a
result.

Expanded scope

The CPCRI has found that coconut can
still be cultivated along the Western Ghats
belt in Kerala, coastal Karnataka, and
‘western Tamil Nadu even during the high
temperature regimes. However, these
regions are beset by root wilt disease; in
Alappuzha and Pollachi districts, the
coconut landscape has been completely
devastated.

Therefore, the new ‘Coconut
Promotion Scheme’ must not be limited
to distributing high-yield seedlings but
must prioritise the development and mass
multiplication of climate-resilient varieties
for farms along the east coast and in
peninsular regions, and wilt-tolerant
varieties for the traditional
coconut-growing regions along the west
coast.

Large tracts of land vested with the

A coconut farm at

i near Pollachi in Coi

ict. PERIASAMY M.

State horticulture departments and
universities can be used to establish
mother palm gardens. Similarly, the State
should consider strengthening research in
institutions like the CPCRI and the Tamil
Nadu Agricultural University, so that they
can identify and breed heat-tolerant,
drought-resilient, and disease-resistant
genotypes.

Farmer producer organisations (FPOs),
cooperatives, and credible private
nurseries should also be enabled to
mass-produce these resilient seedlings.

The aspect of the scheme to enhance
productivity entails distributing free or
subsidised inputs. Many such schemes
often distribute biological inputs,
microbial formulations, micro-nutrients,
etc. But in practice, they are often
substandard or poorly stored, reducing
the microbial viability.

Instead, the State should consider
direct benefit transfers, since farmers
must be trusted to decide whether they
need i lmganon systems, soil

labour for rej ion or
other improvements.

Failed take-off
The third area that merits a serious
rethink is adding value. In many
coconut-growing regions today,
production barely meets strong domestic
demand for culinary purposes. The
domestic price of coconut has increased
three-fold since 2024. Encouraging FPOs
to invest in processing units during lean
supply periods without also assuring
them of marketing channels will only
expose them to financial risk. The
equipment already supplied under such
schemes often lies idle.

The ‘Cluster Development Programme’
implemented by the National Horticulture
Board (NHB) has an outlay of about 3150

Studies show that parts of
interior peninsular India,
including Karnataka and A.P.,
along with southern T.N. and the
east coast could be less suitable
for coconut cultivation due to
climate change and diseases

crore for three verticals: production,
value addition, and marketing. However,
the programme didn’t take off because its
high investment barriers prevented FPOs
and c ives from being i
participants as implementing agencies.
Even aﬁer repeated stakeholder

and d 3

pnvate firms were not interested in being
the implementing agencies.

The CDB is already implementing
schemes that provide a 25% capital
subsidy to the industry involved in
coconut value addition, so there is no
reason for them to subscribe to the same
variant of the scheme implemented by
the NHB, that too with numerous

liance

models anchored in a genuine
cooperative spirit with hand-holding — for
example, marketing partnerships with
experienced FMCG players like Amul or
ITC - could be tested in locations such as
Tiptur (which grows ball copra),
Anaimalai (tender coconuts), and Pollachi
(coconut oil). Smaller but better designed
projects can yield more useful lessons as
well.

Dovetailing the ‘Coconut Promotion
Scheme’ with the ‘Cluster Development

could also Iy help

ﬁ.md the multiplication of better coconut
saplings.

Real crises
Farmers rarely have the institutional voice
that large industries possess. Policies are
often drafted based on official briefings
rather than ground realities. A simple visit
to affected areas like Alappuzha and
Pollachi will reveal that root wilt disease is
destroying livelihoods and that climate
stress is no longer theoretical.

The ‘Coconut Promotion Scheme’ is an
opportumty to study and develop

t and disease-resi

mspecllon and : auditing regulations. The
subsidy percentage also varies across the
verticals, confusing farmers and investors
alike.

The banana cluster in southern Tamil
Nadu is another example of an enterprise
that remains largely on paper.

Smaller but better
The government must evaluate these
experiences in good faith, including by
adopting fool-proof metrics to measure
the success of schemes rather than
resorting to official reports and
stage-managed interactions with farmers.
Large, centrally designed clusters may
not be the answer. Instead, smaller pilot

coconut varieties, and to acknowledge
that enhancing productivity alone won’t
secure the future. Climate resilience, wilt
resistance, direct trust in farmers, and
honest evaluation of past failures must
guide implementation.

If these principles are adopted in full
spirit, the scheme can protect India’s
leadership in coconut cultivation for
decades. If not, however, it will be yet
another well-intentioned allocation that
doesn’t address the real crises facing
coconut cultivators.

(R. Ranjit Kumar is managing director,
Pollachi Nutmeg Farmer Producer
Company, and ICAR-IARI Innovative
Farmer Awardee. ranjitkct@gmail.com)
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India is the world's largest
producer and consumer of
coconuts. However, the
domestic prices of coconut
and tender coconut remain
far higher than prevailing
international prices

v

The 2026-27 Union Budget
announced a ‘Coconut
Promotion Scheme’ with the
primary aim of improving
productivity by rejuvenating
old, non-productive gardens
with high yielding coconut
varieties and establishing new
plantations along the coast

-

Today, climate change and
disease are greater concerns
than productivity for coconut
cultivation in the country

v

Climate resilience, wilt
resistance, direct trust in
farmers, and honest evaluation
of past failures must guide
implementation of the scheme

BIG SHOT
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The Atacama Large Millimeter/submillimeter Array (ALMA) has mapped the Central Molecular Zone, a region at the core of our galaxy rich in dense and intricate gas clouds; this
image was released on February 26. Scientists have been able to observe this region of the Milky Way in detail for the first time, where star formation could provide keys to
understanding the origins of the universe. AFp
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WHAT IS IT?

Salar de Pajonales: Mars analogue

ne of the best places to practice
0 hunting for life on Mars could be

in the Atacama Desert in Chile.
Scientists recently studied the Salar de
Pajonales, an incredibly dry and freezing
salt flat located 3.5 km above sea level.
Together with the fact that it is blasted
by ultraviolet radiation, the Salar is a
near-perfect analogue of the conditions
on Mars.

The scientists focused on rocks made
of gypsum, a mineral (CaS04.2H:0)
found on both earth and Mars.
Specifically, they looked at layered rock
structures built by microbes over long
spans of time called stromatolites. They
found that this mineral has acted like a
protective shelter for life in the Salar in
two ways.

First, they found living microbes
hiding just millimetres beneath the
rock’s surface. Because gypsum is
translucent, it allows enough sunlight in
for the microbes to subsist on but
blocks harmful radiation and traps small
amounts of moisture. The resulting
conditions allow life to survive in an
otherwise hostile environment. Second,
deeper inside the stromatolites, the
team found fossils and chemical
fingerprints of ancient life, meaning
after the microbes died, the gypsum

Aview of the Salar de Pajonales from the
ional Space Station's dition 6. NASA

sealed their remains and preserved
them.

The study is important because
scientists know Mars has large deposits
of gypsum, and orbiters and satellites
could look there in future. If gypsum can
protect microbes and preserve fossils in
the earth’s most extreme desert, it is
reasonable to think it could be holding
secrets of ancient Martian life as well.
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For feedback and suggestions
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letters@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Science”
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Fresh pain

Iran-Israel war can destabilise economies, markets

n February 28, the US and Israel launched

analarming attack on Iran, which has

quicklyintensified into a volley of strikes
and counter-strikes enveloping countries with
substantial US assets such as United Arab Emirates,
Qatar, Bahrain and Jordan. Iran’s Supreme Leader
since 1989, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei has been killed in
the attack, intensifying the sense of geopolitical

uncertainty.

* carry on or what destructive turn it takes,

especially if it drags in China and Russia in
P some form to support Iran. But it will surely

disrupt the oil and global trade in general,
with possible knock-on effects on capital
and currency flows. India, which gets
almost halfits oil supplies through the
Straits of Hormuz (about 2.6 million
barrels per day), faces the risk of both
supplyand price shocks, especially because
it cannot possibly fall back on Russian oil.
Over $40 billion of its exports are routed
through this region as well. In the worst
case scenario, we could see plummeting
markets, a pull-out of capital from
emerging economies, spike in crude oil
prices from $75 a barrel (by $5-$20,
according to analysts) and an increase in
shipping and insurance costs. As for the
potential impact on India, a Reserve Bank
of India study (2025) has estimated thata
10 per cent rise in global crude prices could
raise headline inflation by 20 basis points.
Even if pump prices are kept in check,
higher input costs would raise wholesale
prices and core inflation. Apart from fuel
and commodity-induced price increases,
the currency too could come under stress.
Exporters, already coping with tariff
turmoil and an uncertain business
environment, may have to contend with
further disruption, both in terms of
logistics costs and global demand. This
could widen the trade deficit.

Inadire scenario of an extended war
with Iran’s attacks on the Gulf states
intensifying, remittances could suffer if
expatriate Indian workers there choose to
return. According toa March 2025 RBI
paper on India’s remittance economy, the
diaspora in Gulf Cooperation Council
countries, at about 9 million, accounts for
half its total global diaspora. Over 40 per
cent of the trade deficit is financed by $120
billion remittance flows. And, about 40 per
cent of these flows are from the GCC
countries. Meanwhile, capital flows have
been unreliable on account of US-induced
disorder. The RBI will have to keep a taboon
the external account in these trying times,
notwithstanding the fact that forex
reserves are at comfortable levels.

These are but scenarios to be considered,
and it may not turn out be that bad, afterall.
The Centre and RBI will have to keep a tab
on inflation, and be alert to the developing
situation. With strategic petroleum
reserves and fuel stocks with oil companies
enough to meet at leasta month’s demand,
there is no cause for anxiety. India is
food-secure. Yet, caution should be the
watchword.

Itis hard to say how long this war will

FROM THE VIEWSROOM.

TCA SRINIVASA RAGHAVAN

hy do successive

governments of India

‘manage the macro

economy sowelland

make a complete dog’s
breakfast of the micro economy? This
question was first asked in the late 1960s
by Jagdish Bhagwati and the late TN
Srinivasan.

Asistobe expected ina bureaucratic
state with a semi-colonial and
semi-imperial outlook, no one paida
blind bt of attention to this highly
perceptive insightand hugely
uncomfortable question. But it remains
valid even today.

Justlook at the record of even
governments that have tried to solve the
problem. After nearly a dozen years, the
three Modi governments have provided
massive macroeconomic stability. But
unfortunately nothing much has
changed for the business environment.
This, after trying quite hard since 2014
to improve the ‘ease of doing business’.

The low rate of private investment is
proof of the comprehensive failure of
this effort. India remains a very bad
place to do business in. Sharad Marathe,
one of India’s foremost economists
between 1950 and 2008, put it baldly.
“Indiais the only country that says to its
businessmen, thou shalt not produce.”

This is despite the fact that we have
always needed an investment rate of at
least 37-38 per cent. But we are stuck at
about 30 per cent. China, and all of East
Asia, managed to get close to or more
than 40-plus per cent investment rate
for three straight decades. That’s why
theyare where theyare now and we are
where we are.

All this has been known for many
years. But our polmcal admlmstratlve

oL
businessline.
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Indian ecOnomy
Macro, 100. Micro 0

Indian business is subject to political, judicial and bureaucratic oppression

and, of late, soci lar

envi 1 policyis botha Cenr_ral

are such that we are unable to dig
ourselves out of this very deep hole.

INSTITUTIONAL ARRANGEMENTS
Politics is about power and the way it is
distributed ina country. In India there is
very little clarity about this because the
Constitution makers opted for the best
design, forgetting that in these matters
the best is the enemy of the good.

Lamreferring to the three lists that
distribute power in the Union of India:
the Central list, the States list and the
Concurrent list. This last is a colonial
abomination. It well and truly muddies
the waters especially in economic
matters because much of
microeconomic policyand executionisa
State subject.

The economic consequences of split
jurisdiction are absurd. Thus while
interest rates are a Central subject, wage
ratesare a State subject. However,

Insn tany l(mger Todayit’s justa

and a State subject. Thy an
be multiplied. Suffice it to say that we
have glorious confusion. So what should
be done? The answer is simple but
politically very difficult. We should
abolish the Concurrent list by
transferring most items in it — notably
those in which the Centre has very little
interest — to the States list.

The point is this: the Concurrent list
was necessary as areassurance in 1950.

‘We should abolish the
Concurrent list by
transferring most items
in it — notably those in
which the Centre has very
little interest — to the
States list

anda handy provider of
excuses for non-action by the Centre as
well as the States.

In truth we have the worst aspects of
both Chinaand the US. In China there’s
virtually no independence for the
provinces. In the US it’s the federal
government that’s constrained by the
freedom that the states have. In India
both the Centre and the States
constrain each other, which, I must say,
isanew interpretation of “checks and
balances”.

As to the administrative aspects, they
are easier to sort out, except when the
sociological complications make them
difficult. The central problem here is
pervasive incompetence caused by
flawed induction on the one hand and
excessive job protections policies on
the other. You can’t employ the unfit
and then keep them on for 35 years.
Efficiency is the victim.

‘THREE BIG CONTRADICTIONS
There are three other huge
contradictions. The judiciary tries to
ensure “justice forall”. The executive
tries to ensure equity via distribution
and redistribution. But absolutelyno
one tries to ensure efficiency.

Indeed, the persistent and extreme
focus on equity, orchestrated by the
Left, damages both justice and
efficiency. We thus have the worst of all
worlds, at least where the
microeconomics of India is concerned.
Indian business has been reduced toa
sad Kafkaesque spectacle of political,
judicial and bureaucratic oppression.

Itis no one’s case that equity and
justice are not important. Of course they
are. But should they come at the cost of
efficiency to the extent that prevails in
India? I mean why cripple your own
racehorses? As that TV news anchor

used to say, the nation wants to know. Or +

at least I do. Maybe you should too.

Challenges of the post Khamenei era

The US’ gameplan is regime change. Finding a regime that gives up the N- programme and anti-US rhetoric will be hard

—
Sridhar Krishnaswami

Negotiations in Geneva and in the

Middle East onanuclear deal with
Iran provided a convenient sideshow to
carry outawell planned and targeted
bombing campaign that claimed the
lives of the supreme leader Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, some of his family members
and supposedly the elite commanders of
the regime.

For a person who built his foreign
policy campaign in 2024 and earlier
being against nation building and regime
change and consistently ridiculing past
Presidents for their policies in Iraq and
Afghanistan, President Donald Trump
did exactly that.

From the beginning Washington’s
rantabout Iran’s continuing nuclear

I tcame down to regime change.

J&K scripts history and how

— Samad’s contributions
B.Baslar throughout the season.
J&K coach Ajay Sharma also

midst the hype
A surrounding the ongoing played a key role in instilling that
T20 World Cup, Jammu most undefinable attribute of
and Kashmir quietly scripted sport — ‘the winning mentality’.
history on Saturday afternoon by J&K’svictoryis a progression of
winning its maiden Ranji Trophy. atrend seen in domestic cricket in
Itsteamrolled Karnataka in the the last decade — States seen as
finals held at Hubballi. Right from  cricketing backwaters have

the first session it dominated the emerged to the forefront —
eight-time Ranji champions. Vidharba, Saurashtra, Gujaratand
Underdogs defeating their Madhya Pradesh.
more fancied opponents always Karnataka despite having five
makes foragood storyand current and former India
gladdens the hearts of even the internationals were completely
neutrals. outplayed by J&K.
J&K reached the quarter finals The Ranji Trophy tournament
thrice in the past, missing the has over the last two decades

semi-final berthlast yeartoKerala  diminished in stature largely due

witha heartbreakingone-runloss.  to the unavailability of
There have been many heroes for internationals stars who are busy
J&K this season — Augib Nabi, on national duty almost

(the season’s highest wicket
taker), captain and 41-year old
veteran Paras Dogra, Qamran
Igbal (who as a last minute injury
replacement scored a century),
Shubham Pundir and Sahil Lotra.
Mention must also be made of
Vanshaj Sharma and Abdul

throughout the year. It has now
become the poor cousin of the
glitzy and glamorous IPL.

But for young players wanting
to don the national colours,
especiallyin the Test format, the
Ranji tournament is an invaluable
stepping stone.

plan: how lacked credibility and
fora good reason. In June 2025 Trump
had claimed that Teheran’s program had
been “obliterated” with B 2s levelling
the facilities in Nantanz and Fordow.
But American intelligence and
analysts were far more circumspect of
the results; and not too long ago there
were reports of Teheran starting to
further fortify the perimeters soas to

withstand the bunker busters fora
second time. Butin the end itall boiled
down toa compound and a building in
Teheran where the regime’s top honchos
were meeting.

If the US had said at the beginning
that its objective was regime change and
preparations to that effect were
underway, not many in Iran or elsewhere
would have shed tears. After all, here was
aregime that had been around for about
four decades, known for its brutal
crackdowns and repressive laws in the
name of religion.

In fact the Trump administration
would have been hailed as a hero if it had
stepped in when the brutal crackdowns
‘were going on starting this January with
an estimated 7,000 killed according to
independent observers.

CHANGE IN OBJECTIVE

After stating initially that the curbing of
the Iranian nuclear programme was the
stated objective, wiping out of Tehran’s
top leadership seems to bean
afterthought.

The taking out of the top leadership is
indeed a major blow to the clerics but it
sets in motion a process that need not be
stabilizing for Iran, the region and the
world at large, at least from the

REGIME CHANGE. Elusive goalpeutess

short-term point of view. From the
current posturing the Iranian military
has shown a capability to hit targets —
however weak it may seem to military
analysts — in the Middle East, disrupt
air travel and threaten the vital sea lanes
inanaround the Gulfand the Straits of
Hormuz.

The proxies of Iran like the Hamas,
l-hzbo].lah and Houthis S may have bceu

datthep

rncewed inthe Gaza, Lebanonand
elsewhere, but by no means a spent
force.

Tmmp knows »ery wellthat getting.

easy; but putting in place a viable group
oran individual who can command
respectis difficult. In the case of Iran,
‘Washington and Tel Aviv have thrown
out the clerics without any visible
alternatives and hence raising the
troublesome spectre of political
instability bordering on regional
factionalism and violence.

In 1953 the Central Intelligence
Agencyand the British Intelligence MI-6
conspired to bring down the lawfully
elected Mohammad Mosaddegh to geta
pliable Shah of Iran who was ousted by
Ayatollah Khomeni in 1979.

Seven American Presidents starting
with Jimmy Carter in 1979 have been
dealing with Iran and several of them
had to deal with the issue of its nuclear
program. Teheran’s refrain that its
nuclear program is strictly for peaceful
energy purposes and not for making
nuclear weapons has long been
dismissed. The question now is whether
‘Washington and the international
community can find a regime that can
politically survive without a nuclear
program and calls for the destruction of
Israel.

The writer isa senior journalist

rid of 1 pular regimes is

NorthAmeri UN

© BELOW THE LINE

Brahmani Nara, Executive
Director, Heritage Foodssuor
aom

business given that she s the
granddaughter of the late Telugu star
and Telugu Desam Founder NT Rama
Raoand the daughter-in-law of
Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N
Chandrababu Naidu.

She said she was brought up leaving
titles outside, thanks to her parents
andin-laws. “We are a pan-india
company and anational player. We
have keptaway from politicsand have
never taken any undue advantage
from any government,"she said.

foreseeable.

Brahmani Nara, Executive Director,
Heritage Foods, duringthe Fireside
Chatin businessline’s Fifth Agriand
Commodity Summit in New Delhi
recently was asked f it wasa
challenge or opportunity to run her said.

=)
is from outside Telangana and Andhra
Pradesh and “how does it influence”?
She asked. “We run the business with
trust. We have been rated among the
top 50 FMCG companiesin India,”she

I's largest procurement

The West Asian tightrope
Israel's decision to strike Iran just
days after Prime Minister Narendra
Modivisited Tel Aviv has placed the
Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) in
an uncomfortable position,
Questions are being raised regarding
whether New Delhi had any
foreknowledge of the impending
strikes. The Opposition has criticised
the PM for visiting Israel atatime
when military escalation was

The MEA, however, was quick to
react, reiterating India’s emphasis on
respecting sovereignty and
territorial integrity. While the MEA's
official statement on Saturday did
not explicitly criticise the strikes by
{srael and the US, nor comment on

most viable path.

Iran’s retaliation, it advocated
restraint from both sides. It
maintained that diplomacy should
be pursued to de-escalate tensions truant!
and address underlying issues.
GivenIndia’s long diplomatic and
economic ties with Iran, seekinga
diplomatic resolution remains the

Weekend Al lessons
Itlooks like Al will soon make
C-suites cancel their weekend
plans, as the head of amajor Indian
ccompany said that the group has
now started running Al lessons for
its senior leadership every
Saturday morning. Called’Al
fusion for CXOs’,afew hundred
senior team members attend
these lessons each weekend to

understand how Al is changing their
business When the push comes
from the top, you cannot play

Photo op with PM!

The Al summit maybe over but its
reverberationsare still being felt.
Several senior international leaders
who had come for the event are
travellingacross the country tovisit
their India offices, meeting
colleagues.

Most of them praised the steps
taken by India to stay ahead in the Al
race, However asenior leader of 2
well known tech giant lamented
thata promised interaction with the
Prime Minister had 590 people in
the roomand turned intoa mere
photo-op. Our Bureaus
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The metabolic crisis

A prevention protocol from a metabolic health coach
BOOK REVIEW.

—
Gina S Krishnan

ealth influencer Karan

Sarin, who posts on

instagram as
@Sweetreactions, and has
256,000 Followers, started the
page focused on metabolic health
after two incidents in his family —
his father suffered a debilitating -
heartattack and he lost his e .
brother-in-law at age 49. The Title: Sick Natiop

posts have now led to this book. Author: Karan Sarin
The bookiis a journey, Publisher: Wyzr Content
recounting the quest of a sonand Price: 7599
brother who wanted to e
understand the root of the
problem that leads to heart insulin resistance. He tells you

disease. The journey of being one
of the caregivers tohis father led

about the hidden sugars in
everyday meals. He has given

him to becominga certified clearlogical and science-backed

metabolic health coach. guidance fora vegetarian diet.
The book starts withan Interestingly, he advocates

introduction to metabolic eating fat for he says fat s the fire

Women, drivers of Tier-2 dynamism

The author documents how women entrepreneurs from beyond the metros are redrawing India’s economic map

BOOK REVIEW,
Monica Jasuja

hen adentistin
Amritsar casually says
she also manages agas
station, it means
something that
normal economic data doesn’t show.
Shinjini Kumar’s Busy Women: Building
Commerce and Culturein Middle India
tells the stories of women
entrepreneurs in 30 tier-2 cities in India.
After 30 years in finance including at
the RBI, she spent three years mapping
howwomen in “middle India” start
enterprises. Her discovery challenges
conventional inequality narratives:
although India’s economic middle has
shrunk, tier-2 cities are creating
entrepreneurial vigour that traditional
measures miss. Anyone interested in
India’s economic opportunities —
especlallv those who are building for

disorders which have become a
silent epidemic and the biggest
‘health crisis affecting our country.
According to a major health study
published in the Lancet in 2023,
101 million people in Indiaare
diabetic, 136 million are pre
diabeticanda large number

required to burn cart
His chart on Glucose Response
Hierarchy is simple but gives
adequate guidance to anyone
looking forinformationata
glance.

Foryears, the Indian system of
medicine has looked at food as

remain d. Genetic but over the years, our
predisposition, along with food has changed, our food habits
changing lifestyles has changed have changed and so has the

the pattern of diseases in India.
From being a nation riddled with
infectious diseases, nowa large
part of the country’s population is
proneto lifestyle diseases.

The opening part of the book
explains the myriad factors
including genetic ones that leads
to insulin resistance. This,
according to the author, is the
starting point of many diseases,
not just diabetes, but also heart
ailments, neurological disorders,
PCOD and infertility. All this is
laid out in simple, easy to

makeup of food. Take wheat for
example, dwarf wheat developed
by Norman Borlaug has replaced
almost all traditional wheat and
through constant breeding hasa
higher content of starchand is
highinacompound called
amylopectin, a compound which
gets digested quickly and causes
sugar spike. At the same time
traditional grains like Bajra and
Jau have been replaced.

Sarin makes a case for daily
movement starting with walking
15 minutes after having a meal,

understand language. using non exercise activity
The next part of thebooklooks ~ thermogenesis — standing while
athow to diagnose insulin talking on the phone for instance,

resistance while the final chapters
are prescriptive, providinga
playbook to deal with insulin
resistance. The playbook rests on
three golden pillars — Nutrition,
movement and managing sleep

or choosing stairs over elevators.
Headvocates resistance training
and aerobic activity like dance,
yoga, walking and cycling for
heart health. Sleep and stress
management is one of the most

and stress. significant pillars to good health.
The last chapter has the

SELF EXPERIMENTS protocolswritten in simple terms

In order to understand metabolic for taking charge of your health

disorder, Sarin has extensively
self-experimented with constant
glucose monitoring (CGM) to
check and test the effect of all
kinds of foods on his body. He
goes into great detail in
explaining the role of proteins,
carbohydrates, fats, micro
nutrients and how they affect

and getting yourself out of the
spiral that is insulin resistance. All
inall, it isa well written, well
researched book by an author who
‘has learnt by literally living by
what he preaches.

The reviewer is anindependent journalist wha
has been tracking the healthare sector

thehindubusinessline.
TWENTY YEARS AGO TODAY.

March 2, 2006

India, US to focus on bilateral trade

During the visit of the US President, Mr George W, Bush, India and the US are
likely to announce several new initiatives aimed at boosting bilateral trade in
the next three years. Ahead of Mr George Bush’s visit, the two sides have also
resolved the long-pending dispute over India getting entry into the US
market.

GST may be set at 14-16 pc: Chidambaram

The Finance Minister, Mr P. Chidambaram, on Wednesday hinted that the
resting point for the proposed national level Goods and Services Tax (GST)
would be between 14:and 16 per cent.

No uranium supplies from Australia

Whether India is able to do a deal with the US this week during the Bush visit
and get international sanctions lifted on its nuclear energy programme,
Australia will not be supplying natural uranium to fuel Indian reactors.
Australia’s Minister for Foreign Affairs, Mr Alexander Downer, told visiting
Indian journalists here today that as long as India did not sign the nuclear

d mass markets — should
read this book.

Shinjini’s link to “middle” spaces —
cities, institutions, and economic
classes — shapes the book’s core
argument. After 30 years of
liberalisation, consumption is split
between luxury items and volume
commodities. The narrative veered
between billionaires and MGNREGA
payments, missing what was happening
inthe middle. Shinjini explores
businesses in 30 cities between India’s
metrosand rural areas, finding that
understanding how women navigate
constraints in these places unlocks
entrepreneurial patterns.

HOW WOMEN MOVE

Inher first chapter, ‘Women, Money,
and Cities’, she explains how women in
tier-2 India participate differently. Men
move for work, following job openings

NEW READS.

and networks. Women move for

marriage without connections, confined

by the “tethered cow” phenomenon
limiting independence within families.

I[wasreally interested in the Amritsar
chapter. Despite annual pilgrimages to
this sacred city, the chapter revealed
overlooked dynamics about why
physical and social infrastructure
matter more than we think. Wide roads
and family-supported women
entrepreneurs signal wealth, but digital
and physical infrastructure has enabled
women’s economic participationin
ways unimaginable a generation ago.

Shruti Khurana’s journey is revealing.
Froman [AS aspirant, she went on to
starta hospitality business. She got
married youngand turned the family
farmhouse into aweekend café. Elgin
Café’s success in September 2020
turned a passion into areal business,
and by 2023, she had expanded to four
locations. Or take Himani Arorawho
pivoted from biochemistry to fashion
designafter returning from the US. Dr.
Simarpreet Sandhu runs a gas station
and a hospital with Punjab’s first
radiation machine, The environment
actively encourages this kind of
diversity. What makes Amritsar stand
out is the obvious support from families
and the wealthy base of educational
institutions that churn out women
professionals. The city doesn’t have as
many factories as nearby industrial
hubs, but entrepreneurs may use
networks like Phulkari, whichisa
platform for women business owners.
This is a distinct kind of infrastructure
— social capital that helps women who
have lost professional networks post
marriage.

Amritsar is just one stop on Shinjini’s
30-city journey, where family businesses
thrive. Manufacturing drives
Coimbatore. Patnaand Varanasi face
different struggles entirely. What works
inone place fails in another because

NI R ag

Title: Busy Women: Building
Commerce and Culture in Middle
India

Author: Shinjini Kumar
Publisher: Penguin Business
Price: 3473

© ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Shinjini Kumar has three decades of
experience in Indian financial
services, with stints in RBI, being the
first CEO of Paytm Payments Bank,
leading Citibank's consumer business

aggregate data conceals well. National
data indicate that fewer women are
working, but more tier-2 women are
choosing to work for themselves instead
of taking up traditional jobs.
Conversations on infrastructure usually
revolve around roads and airports. They
don't talk about how family structures,
digital payments, and physical mobility
come together to create commercial
opportunities.

Shinjini writes that her late mother
encouraged her tobe “interesting, not
boring”, and the end of the book does
precisely that. Her writing is a mix of
data-driven analysis and humorous
moments, which makes it easyto
understand complicated economic
patterns.

But the most essential thingis to
show politicians how to look beyond the
numbers. Itis not just Bengaluru’s IT
parks or Mumbai's financial district that
drive India’s economy. Most economic
studies don’t lookat these hundreds of
stories from 30 towns.

The book asks important questions
regarding how we measure success in
the economy. GDP growth counts the
money that hospitals make, but it
doesn’t count the social capital that
makes these kinds of businesses
possible. Statistics on employment
count women who leave corporate
positionsas dropouts, notas
entrepreneurs who create new jobs.

in India and co-founding

history, industrial roots, and
who-you-know networks shape
everything — patterns GDP numbers
completely miss.

Shm]lm 'sin-depth, clty by-cl(v

ion shows the

thateconometric models group into
broad categories.

‘The book further reveals what

Financial i keep track
of bank accounts, but they don’t Lheck
to see if women really have influence
over the money that goes through them.
Shinjini’s documentation shows the
need for improved frameworks to
comprehend tier-2 economic
dynamism. We’ll keep overlooking how
the middle is genuinely growing unless
policymakers see this India.

The reviewer i

moves digitally

SunTzu

Authors: R

Nirmala Isaac

Publications

Title: Chanakya and

Gopalakrishnan,

Publisher: Rupa

An insightful guide for

AFiro over
Mount Everest

business leaders,

policymakers on

strategy and

civilizational wisdom

Title: A Fire Over Mount
Everest

Author: Siddharth Kak

Publisher: Penguin
Random House

An extraordinary
behind-the-scenes
account of Bachendri
Pal’s historic 1984
Everest Expedition,
alongside four other
climbers

Title: Open to Work

Authors: Ryan
Roslansky, Aneesh
Raman

Publisher:
HarperCollins India

Both aroadmap and a
rallying cry, this book
delivers an urgent truth:
Change is coming. Will
you harnessit or let it
overtake you?

Short take

Gender-intelligent care: A shift in women’s health

—
Preetha Reddy

arch 8, International Women’s
M Day, is marked as a celebration,

but at its heart it is something
quieterand more meaningful. Itisa
moment to pause and truly see women
in the fullness of their lives, to recognise
not only what they achieve, but what
they carry each day‘ often without pause
oracknowledgement.

We must reflect on whether the
systems around women respond with
the same thoughtfulness that they
extend to others.

This reflection feel ci

‘Women are beginning to speak more
openlyabout their health, their bodies,
and the transitions that shape their lives.

Foralong time, especially in India,
many women learned to be quiet about
theirhealth.

They adapted and endured, often
placing their own wellbeing behind
family, work, and responsibility.

Alongside, for decades now, women’s
health was addressed in fragments.
Pregnancy was treated as a defined
chapter. Menopause was often left
unexplored. Chronic illness was
mauaged inisolation from the social
context in Wth.h ‘women live. When care

relevant, asa gentle but meanmgful shift

is d insilos, it struggles to meet
women where they truly are. This

compassionate approach.

Encouragingly, the tools to enable
such care are now within reach.
Advances in artificial intelligence and
digital health allow us to anticipate risk
and personalise care with greater
sensitivityand precision.

Early engagement plays a vital role in
this shift. Preventive screening becomes
anact of self-respect rather than fear,
Regular health checks allow risks to be
identified quietly, often long before

appear, offering
instead of anxiety.

In India, this conversation carries
special resonance. Women form the
‘backbone of families, workplaces, and
communities. When women are

societies more resilient. Recognising
this is not simply an expression of
empathy. Itis an investment in our
shared future.

Atits core, gender-intelligent care
begins with a shift in perspective. It asks
us to see women not as a sequence of
diagnoses or isolated life stages, but as
whole individuals whose needs evolve
over time. It calls for care that
anticipates risk, preserves dignity, and
offers continuity rather than episodic
intervention. Gender-intelligent care is
not adistant aspiration. It is the work of
this moment, and it is how we must truly
honour the women.

‘Thewriter is Executive Vice Chairperson, Apollo

non-proliferation treaty, it would not be able to supply uranium. is becoming visible across societies. moment calls fora more integrated and healthier, families are stronger and Hospitals Enterprise Ltd

© BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2627 Eeasy NOT SO EASY
ACROSS DOWN ACROSS DOWN
1. Gambled; cut into cubes (5) 1. Resoluteness (13) 1. Did some gambling on the chopping-board? (5) 1. Resolution made me tired of turning
4. Wharf-or 2. Chess rook (6) 4. Post in street of rod and ball construction (7) to the country (13)

street-post (7)

8. Aworking party (4-5)

9. Repeat (mus) (3)

10. Depending on (7)

12. A stumble (4)

14. Of pottery art (7)

17. Malaria; a shivering fit (4)

18. Two-wheeled conveyance
towed (7)

20. Writing, printing medium (3)
21. State in which things exist (9)
23. Saint’s day, after whom one is
named (4-3)

24. Prod with elbow (5)

3.Reduced from
blown-up state (8)

4, A pound, sovereign (3)
5. Welsh emblem (4)

6. Reddish brown (6)

7. Fact of vanishing (13)

11. Astroke, touch;a
characteristic (5)

13. Official recognition of
achievement (8)

15, Humbug, claptrap (6)
16. Joined in friendship (6)
19. Sour (4)

22. A denial, a vote against (3)

8.Some of the soldiers have a special job made up of
rackets (4-5)

9. Instruction to repeat first booking is to follow (3)
10. Has to depend on it : learn how to adapt (7)

12. Lose one’s footing on the journey (4)

14. A crime involving first criticism

of the potter's art (7)

17. The French keep such fever at a distance (4)

18. Ataste of film to come in the caravan (7)

20. What printer uses in certain knowledge (3)
21.It's a prerequisite for the state (9)

23. When the Saint one is called for comes

up in the calendar (4-3)

24, Prod dugout in the Northeast (5)

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2626

ACROSS 2. Clamp 5. Tack 7. Wood 8. Pretence 9. Monsieur 11. When 12. Resuscitation 15. Flaw 17. Macerate 19. Constant 21. Bean 22. Used 23. Tarry
DOWN 1. Provoke 2. Cud 3. Apple 4. Pierrot 5. Toe 6. Cache 10. Squaw 11. Water 13. Compact 14. Outrage 16. Lions 18. Cater 20. Sad 21. Bay

2. Chess man otherwise known as a bird (6)

3. Indeed an apartment may have one feeling low (8)

4. Don'tallow onea place to get a drink (3)

5. Make elephant upset, swallowing vegetable (4)
6. To the French, astream of hair colouring (6)
7. A paper dance is arranged at which

one ceases to exist (13)

11. Characteristic of one in putting 19 up (5)

13. Amention in dispatches for action it carried out (8)

15. Sort of bed starts under mattress - that's
claptrap (6)

16. Having kinship with fifty in ideal form (6)
19. It bites up some of the medicament (4)

22 Vote against it making the sound a horse makes (3)
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{ OUR TAKE }
Spectre of a
regional war

The conflict in West Asia has ramifications for
India’s economic and strategic interests

st Asia is facing one of the most volatile

moments in its recent history following

the killing of Iran’s Supreme Leader

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei in joint military
strikes by the US and Israel, which triggered retaliatory
attacks by Tehran that targeted Israel and military
bases in several Arab countries used by the US forces.
Iran’s State-run media has confirmed the deaths of
Khamenei, Islamic Revolution Guard Corps (IRGC)
commander Mohammad Pakpour, and Defence
Council secretary Ali Shamkhani in Saturday’s strikes.
US President Donald Trump has said the strikes,
carried out even as talks with Iran brokered by Oman
were still underway, are aimed at eliminating Iran’s
nuclear and missile programmes, destroying the
Iranian Navy, disrupting proxy groups across the
region and facilitating regime change. The Trump
regime’s actions— undertaken without the backing of
the US Congress, which alone can declare war —are
reckless and go completely against Trump’s claims of
ending wars around the globe. In the past year alone,
Trump has ordered military strikes in seven countries,
and the new attacks on Iran, which have intensified
following Tehran's retaliation, have the potential for
triggering a regional war with devastating
consequences for global trade and energy

{ GRAND STRATEGY }
‘Happymon Jacob

Dealing with the wars
on the western frontier

conflicts except, of course, Pakistan.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi

temptation to lean in, directly or indi-
rectly, will be strong in New Delhi. But

and umhing more, Don't bring the war
hom

Unlike Venezuela, where power was concentrated in
the hands of President Nicolas Maduro, and the US was
able to stage-manage a transition, the situation in Iran
is very different. Khamenei was the face of the hardline
clergy that has wielded power with impunity, but the
reality is that there are multiple power centres within
the clerical setup, the IRGC, the military and the
political establishments. Tehran's plans for succession
were drawn up in recent weeks, and Iran’s missile and
drone capabilities will ensure that any war could be
drawn out and messy. President Masoud Pezeshkian
has described revenge for Khamenei's killing as Iran’s
“legitimate right”, hinting at further hostilities.

The stakes are very high for India, which depends
on West Asian nations for energy supplies. The region
isalso home to more than 10 million Indians. The
hostilities have disrupted international flights and
impacted trade passing through regional waterways.
Pakistani cities have witnessed violent pro-Iran
protests, a pointer to the implications for India’s
neighbourhood. It is not enough for New Delhi to talk
about dialogue and diplomacy being the only way out
and to call for respecting sovereignty — the time may
have come for India to take on a larger role to prevent
aregional war with far-reaching ramifications.

neighboursthat it is targeting today are

firmly backed the Northern Alliance

returned from Israel justa few day that esisted. Fishingin TheUS-]smeI\ strikes onlran,and the
having stated in the Israeli Knesen:hat the Durand Li watersisa  latter
India mnds wuh lsrde] “wnth fullcon-  temptation filled W|th shon.hved geopo-  erentsin the region —are a dxffemnt
viction”. litical matter entirely. While the Pakistan-Af-
1 ful ties with Iran desplte consistent  gicoutcome. ghanistan conflict is a border war
American History is a good place to look for  between two weakened States, the US-s-
with Washington has beenstrainedover ~ some lessons. When the Taliban first  raeli campaign against Iran is a great
the pastyear, butit remainsvital Iran’s ~ grabbed control of Kabulin 1996, India  power playbook with the explicit objec-

tive of regime change in Tehran.

vital interest in and very little ability to
shape.

Fourth, and most importantly, the
China factor: Beijing is Iran’s largest

India has ﬁ-jend]y relations alsolndia’sfriendsand partners. against what it rightly saw asa Pakistani
3 5 Closer home, India’s relations with  proxy set to wreak havoc in the region.
—of varying depth—with  tne Taliban have dramaticallyimproved  When the Taliban by India intal ties with Iran despite US pressure,  VAREUTERS
jeg i H since 2021. And Pakistan, despiteallits  the American forces in 2001, India
1most [)B.FHES involved in i inherent hostility, remains the neigh-  returned to Kabul with nearly $3 billion India’s exposure to the warisdeep  So,inasense, how Beijing and Moscow
these conflicts. New Delhi bour India must eventually findanon-  in development assistance, hospitals, —and comes from several sources. respond will shape the post-war
should be cautious while escalatory equilibrium with. New Delhi  roads, parliament building, even as Paki- First, the energy factor: The Straitof  regional orderand deeply impact India.
% would not wanteither of these warsto  stan keptstrengthening the Taliban that ~ Hormuz, through whicha critical share Despite all these implications, New
respondmg tothem lead to a larger regional spillover, eventually tookcontrolof Kabulagainin  of India’s oil imports passes, sitsatthe  Delhi won't be able to take sides in the
humanitarian or kinetic. In short, thisis ~ 2021— -except this time. Paklsmn over- edgeofanacuvewarmne Aprolonged  Iran war. Supporting lhe US Israeh
nthemorningof February ~ what New Delhi has on its hands now: iththe  US-Iran: ict will undoubt-
28, India woke up totwo  tworaging wars, one long frontier, and Taliban turning againstit. edly disrupt xhe Gulf. energy markets cun'mueglme in Tehran if mdeednsu-
raging wars on the west-  nogood options to choose from. India has condemned the Pakistani  severely, potentially spiking prices to  vives, inflame domestic sensitivities, and
ern frontier. Pakistan and Ona positive note, however, despite  strikes, expressing support for Afghan  levels that can affect India’s otherwise  potentially create a rupture between
i i between Butlet’sbeclear: Thisisnot  positive economic forecastin the first ~ Russian and Indian interests in the
war along the Durand  Pakistanand Saudi Arabia, neither Paki-  India’s war. The Pakistan-Talibancon-  quarter, especially coming after Delhl region. On the other hand, condemning
Line, with Pakistani jets striking Kabul  stan turned up to defend the Saudis nor ﬂk‘ns[he r&ll(of decad& of Pakistani  hadtocutdown oncheap il i and
and the Taliban launching retali p Pakistan adisputedDur- Second, the diaspora: The livesand  Israel from which it draws critical
operationsacross the border. Furthenv against the Taliban. But that was  and Line, refugees, ‘millions of Indian lefen ;i
thewest, US and Israeli warplanes were ed. —notan opportunity for New Delhito  inSaudi Arabia, the UAE, Qatar, Kuwal(. ‘While a clear non-response beyond
conducting what Washingtonis calling There will be those in New Delhi's ~ fan the fire. The Tahhan govEmmEm and Bahrain will be affected,aswillthe  the usual diplomatese is New Delhi's
“major combat operations” againstIran, stm(cg'ic community who see in Paki-  does not fi billions in remit send,espe-  best option vis-a-vis Iran while the war
withair strikesacross Tehranand other ~ stan’s Taliban predicament an unex-  ship wil i, let al ic part- cialjy if Teh ‘hieve it i playsitself ing beyond verbal
cities. Tehran has confirmed that Iran’s pected gift. For, after all, Pa}usmn is  nership.For sure, a weakened Pakistan objectives. These countriesare  support for Afghanistan’s territorial sov-
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khame- managing its p isa il dividend for India. Delhi  now in mehneoﬂra.man retaliation. ereignty might be unwise in the other
neiwas killed in the US-Israeli strikeson  door military posture with. Ind:a,dmllng doesnotneed i i Third, Icivilwarinlranfol-  war. On Pakistan-Afghanistan, India
Saturday. witha weak economy, a Baloch insur-  reap that dividend: [t mustissuemeas-  lowedby change: Whatapostds  should hold back becauseit has little to
India i i fvary- itis in,andnow  ured about istan’s  lamic Republic Iran wil] look likeisa  gainand more tolose by involving itself
ing depth —with most partiestothese  an open war with Afghanistan. The  sovereignty and regional instability —  questionIndia, like everyoneelse, hasa in it. On Iran, India must hold back

because the stakes are too high, the
actorstoo powerful, and the consequen-
ces too uncertain for any other Indian
response to be useful. This is one of

trading partner, dij protector.
Both Bcumg and its strategic partner the best response.
torin
their, greaterWeslAsna strategy. So the Happymon Jacob is distinguished visit-
ongoing US campaign aimed at regime ing professor, Shiv Nadar University.

change in Tehran chokes a key node of
Sino-Russian positioning in West Asia.

and editor, INDIA'S WORLD magazine.
The views expressed are personal

Better data will help in
improving policies

ndia released its revised GDP data on Friday. The
I new series shifts the base year from 2011-12 to

2022-23, incorporates a gamut of new databases
to make the calculations and has addressed
procedural gaps, which will make the latest
numbers more compliant with international
standards. The growth rate itself (7.6%) doesn't
show much of a change from what the firstadvance
estimates based on the old series (7.4%) told us in
January. The nominal growth number has gone up
by a higher magnitude (8% to 8.6%), but the absolute
nominal GDP value is now lower. This means the
fiscal deficit for 2025-26 will increase marginally.

The central prognosis, as far as the economy is

concerned, remains unchanged: The domestic
consumption engine is holding the ship steady and
strong despite external turbulence. To be sure, there's
more to be said about GDP data than justits i di

{ STRAIGHTFORWARD }
Shashi Shekhar

Securing the authority &
integrity of the judiciary

lated move to undermine the insti-

tutional authority and demean the
dignity of the judiciary. Heads must roll.
There must be a deeper probe into this issue.
‘Who are the persons behind this? We want
to know. We must.” Chief Justice of India
(CJI) Surya Kant’s words shock and warn at
the same time. We are heading towards a
phenomenal decline of institutions. In the
game of levelling allegations and verbal
duels, the judiciary isn't alone. From Parlia-
ment to the public, we can easily find innu-
merable instances.

Just look at what unfolded in Himachal
Pradesh on Wednesday night. Two dozen
armed men entered a resort and forced three
youths into their vehicles. They allegedly
also destroyed the CCTV footage. Himachal
Pradesh police swung into action almost
immediately and, soon enough, the Delhi-
bound vehicles bearing the three youths
were intercepted at a checkpost near Dhar-
ampur. Only that the three youths were
Youth Congress members who had partici-
pated in the shirtless protest at the Al sum-
mit in Delhi, and the posse taking them to
Delhi were from the Delhi Police.

The Congress is in power in Himachal
Pradesh. So, it is alleged that the three youths
had political patronage.

Perhaps, the Himachal Pradesh Police was
well aware at Dharampur that they were
detaining fellow informed cadres, just from
another state. But ina Shimla court before
which the three youths and the team that
arrested them were presented, Himachal
Pradesh Police cited several charges against
the Delhi Police personnel. They accused the
Delhi police of violating the norms and pro-
cedures, saying the latter should have
informed the Himachal Police and also
sought a transit remand after getting the

‘ his is a deep-rooted conspiracy. It
I seems to us that there is a calcu-

agency I-PAC’s Kolkata office. The chief min-
ister of West Bengal reached the site along
with a state police contingent and seized the
documents that had been collected by the
probe agency during the raid. Earlier cases
against Enforcement Directorate (ED) offi-
cers were registered in Jharkhand and Tamil
Nadu.

The politicisation of the police is against
the federal structure of India but short-
sighted politicians refuse to learn any les-
sons.

We have discussed this earlier, so let's talk
about the judiciary.

A chapter, titled Role of Judiciary in the
Class 8 social science textbook is at the heart
of the present controversy. According to the
Supreme Court, “Though a full chapter is
dedicated to the judiciary’s role in our soci-
ety, the glorious history of the Supreme
Court, high courts and district courts has
been brushed aside. The text fails to mention
the role of the judiciary in upholding consti-
tutional values, basic structure.”

In the last few years, broadsides against
the Supreme Court have increased. People
may ask why they should bother about alle-
gations against the judiciary. [ disagree. I just
want to say with utmost humility that if the
judges want to silence stray, eccentric voices
against the institution, they should also set
their house in order.

A few weeks ago, the Supreme Court com-
mented on a bail order issued by the Allaha-
bad High Court. It said the Court was “unable
to understand what the High Court intends to
say". "In a serious case like a dowry death,
what was the criterion the high courtapplied
to issue bail to the accused?" it asked. React-
ing to the observation, the Allahabad high
court judge, Pankaj Bhatia, wished to be
recused from bail plea cases. Was it a case of
moral responsibility or dissent?

There are many such contentious issues

arrested youths’ medical ination done.
A su:mlar con{ron(anon between police

significance. Among countries outside the advanced
world, India punched way above its weight when it
came to official statistics from its early years of
Independence. This distinction came under strain as
demand on the statistical system grew and its ability to
keep up diminished. The problem, largely structural
and politics-agnostic, turned worse under the current
government because of delays in releasing data that
were essential for revising numbers such as GDP and
inflation. Some of the problems were self-inflicted
(reports being scrapped) while exogenous factors
triggered others (the pandemic, for instance). While
the delay is yet to be addressed in the case of census
data, itis heartening to see that the ministry of statistics
has been delivering on its mandate with a new vigour
and transparency. Most analysts have good things to
say about the process followed for the revisions. This is
good news. A robust radar is even more useful when
you're navigating turbulent weather.

agencies was seen in
Wes! Benga] last month, during a central
agency's raids on the election consulting

that ourt must judge. The case
related to Justice Shekhar Kumar Yadav of

lahabad High Court is one of them. Jus-
tice Yadav used derogatory language against
the minority community while speaking on
the Common Civil Code at a Vishwa Hindu
Parishad meet on December 8, 2024. As the
controversy grew, the Supreme Court took
cognisance of it. But it couldn’t reach a con-
clusion. Later, lawyer and politician Kapil
Sibal, along with 55 Rajya Sabha members,
requested the Court to initiate action against
Yadav for “hate speech and disturbing com-
munal harmony”. Delhi High Court judge
Yashwant Verma's case has also been pend-
ing for months in the Supreme Court as well
as before Parliament.

The list is endless, but you get the drift.
The judiciary is the last hope of millions of
vulnerable people in the country. Securing its
integrity will protect the hopes of those peo-
ple. It's the responsibility of the government
and society to preserve judicial probity. But
the judiciary needs to shoulder some part of
ittoo.

Inthelast few years, broadsides against the

apexcourt have increased. HTPHOTO

Shashi Shekhar is editor-in-chief, Hindustan. The
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The Iranian aggression against the

Gulf States ... (has) isolated Iran at a
critical juncture. Your war is not
with your neighbours

Turning agriculture into
an engine of prosperity

organic and natural farming enter-

essential for scale, bargaining power, and
access to capital.

Second, improve coordination between the
C

ecently, Ivisited a friend’s farm where
Rhe has spent years developing an

prise. Through prac tices, onsider ahlgh—
ful breedi d ch: he level i i ism o
produces high-quality farm pj meet i ici and
i i traceable, practices,

and ibly grown. Yet, despite thy

Th|rﬂ build trust

mitment, he struggles to scale, The reason is
limited access to reliable markets. He lacks
strong links to organised retail, export chan-
nels, and professional branding platforms.
Organic farming involves higher costs than

‘making. All stakeholders—farmers, entrepre-
neurs, government, and industry—must see
each otheras partners. Reforms should be con-
sultative, predictable, and clearly communi-
cated, soas not to be viewed with suspir:inn,

conventional production, but he cannot con- Fourth, market d global
smendy secure premium prices. I-hs s experi-  integration. Ind.la must safeguard farmers

broader ioning its produce
culture. Whil icati d quali

the farm level, existing systems to connect
farmers tovalue and consumers are weak.
Every major trade agreement that India
negotiates carries a significant agri-
cultural dimension, reflecting how
closely farmingis linked to economic
strategy, food security, and political
stability. Industry estimates suggest
that the global agri-food market —
covering farming, food processing,
logistics, retail, and exports —is worth
over $8 trillion. Despite being one of
the world's largest producers of agri-

Ajay
Khanna

export platfonns. and certifications.

Fifth, move decisively up the value chain.
India’s value addition in agriculture is barely
around 10%. Exporting raw produce
whileimporting processed goodsisa
missed opportunity. We must pro-
mote branded, packaged, and pre-
mium products.

Sixth, build world-class post-har-
vestinfrastructure. Cold chains, stor-
age facilities, logistics hubs, and mod-
ern mandis are essential to reduce

cultural commodities, India accounts

for only about 2.5-3% of global agricultural
trade. This gap highlights the scale of opportu-
nity that remams umapped

prices.
Seventh, leverage technology at
scale. Digital marketplaces, Al-based advisory
tools, precision farming, and blockchain-ena-
bled u'aeeabiljty can help farmers meet global

India needsa ‘h that connects

s and build:

Elghm make agnculmre asplmdonal and
M

ly value chains. At the same
time, efficiency must improve by moving more

ern farming

ﬁnance ]oysncs branding, and sustainability.

Itmustbe high-potential profes-

essing, supply chains, logistics, packaging,

branding, and agn servxces . In effect, India

mustbuilda

Agric must it modern,

market-driven, innovation-led emerpnse
On amarket-size basis, India's

sional career.

Ninth, attractstartups and long-termiinvest-
ment. With stable regulation, reliable infra-
structure, and predictable policies, agri-busi-
ness can becomea key inveslmen(desﬁmﬁon

Tenth,

d ataround $600 billion.

uons beyond pulmcs India needs more open

Wllh theright policies, i and mar-
ket ion, there 1y thi

not be doubled to $1.2 trillion in the coming
years—and expanded further thereafter. This

agr beyond ideology

and electoral considerations—guided by evi-
dence and long-term national interest.

We must shift from politics to economics,

growth will come [mm higher from survival Policy must
greater servi- begulded by data, market signals, and long-
ces, and i across the agri-bi short-term populism.
ecosystem. 10ideas that emerged from Grow Global Farming” is not a slogan. Itis a
arecent PAFI roundtable. trategy forp begin
First, put farmers at valuecrea- its core. If Indi: d

tion. Farmers must be partners in prosperity.
branding, and marketing—not merely supp].v

ersof raw produce. Strong farme Ajay Khanna is co-founder, Public Affairs Forum

P

(FPOs) and cooperatives are

of India (PAFI). The views cxpressed are personal
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Anew beginning

New GDP series has improved the scope of estimation
The data from the much-awaited new series for gross domestic product (GDP), re-
leased last week by the Ministry of istics and P
(Mospi), shows that the Indian economy is projected to grow 7.6 per cent this finan-
cial year. The first advance estimate, based on the old series, had calculated the rate
tobe 7.4 per cent. The dataalso showed the economy expanded by 7.8 per cent in the
September-December quarter. The new series has improved the growth estimate for
FY25t07.1 per cent from 6.5 per cent in terms of the old series. However, the rate for
FY24 has been lowered by a sharp 2 percentage points to 7.2 per cent. Further, the
size of the economy in nominal terms has been calculated to be ¥345.47 trillion this
financial year, compared to ¥357.13 trillion in the first advance estimate, which was
also used for Budget calculations. This difference is a bit surprising. Given the im-
proved methodology and expanded data sources, analysts expected an increase.

Besides changing the base year to 2022-23, several elements have been intro-
duced in the new series. For instance, the functions of multi-activity enterprises
have been segregated, which will provide a clearer picture. The coverage of the un-
incorporated sector has been expanded through the use of survey data. The minis-
try hasalsoused double deflation in agricul 1d ing. Thisadd
a big criticism of India’s national accounts, The data on goods and services tax is
alsobeingused extensively. To address the discrepancies, which were another weak
point in India’s national accounts, the ministry has adopted the supply-and-use-
table framework to minimise it.

However, despite the improvement in the overall framework, arguably, there
isstill work to be done. For instance, economists have long argued that India needs
aproducer price index, which would help provide a more accurate measure of the
difference between nominal and real GDP. Furthermore, while the ministry is now
usingsurvey data for the unincorporated sector, the surveys themselves may have
shortcomings due to dated economic census data. Other survey data may also have
similar issues because the Census has been delayed. Be that as it may, it is worth
noting that the new GDP series, together with the recently released consumer price
index, will substantially improve data quality and enable stakeholders to make
more informed decisions.

The launch of a new series also provides an opportunity to discuss some of the
structural challenges India is facing. For instance, in the sectoral composition, the
share of manufacturing has improved marginally to 13.3 per cent. If the Indian
economy is to grow at higher rates in the medium to long term and create employ-
ment for its rising workforce, the contribution of manufacturing needs to substan-
tially increase. The government has been aiming to push the share of
manufacturing to 25 per cent of GDP for many years, but things are not moving in
the desired way. On the fiscal front, the reduction in the size of GDP will marginally
increase the fiscal deficit as a percentage of GDP to 4.5 per cent this year. However,
as economists have underscored, this will make achieving the debt-to-GDP target
of 50 (+/-) 1 per cent by FY31 more difficult.

g .
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Prepare for impact
US-Israeli attack on Iran threatens global stability

The combat operations launched by the United States (US) and Israel on Iran have
added multiple ominous imponderables to stability in West Asia. The ostensible
cause, according to US President Donald Trump, was toend an “unending campaign
of bloodshed” that threatened the US. Starting just two days after US-Iran talks over
Tehran’s nuclear p ded incc ively, ion does notappear
credible. The USis over 10,000 km away, out of the striking distance of Iran’s arsenal
of short- and medium-range ballistic missiles. Second, the US claimed to have “ob-
literated” Iran’s nuclear programme by bombing its three facilities in an operation
called “Operation Midnight Hammer” in June last year, which raises questions about
the need for another round of attacks.

Nor have immediate political objectives been met. The attempt to decapitate the
regime by assassinating Supreme Leader Ayatollah Khamenei has not caused
‘Tehran to capitulate. Instead, the regime has retaliated by firing drones and ballistic
missiles at Israel and Arab neighbours that host US bases, such as Kuwait, Jordan,
Bahrain, and the United Arab Emirates. The cycle of debilitating military strikes is
unlikely to guarantee a quick victory without committing boots on the ground, a
situation that has historically not favoured the US. Nuclear-armed Israel’s constant
quest forunquestioned superiority in the region may also rebound on it. The surprise
attack by Hamas on October 7, 2023, underlined the capabilities of weakened and
dissatisfied enemies to wage prolonged asymmetric warfare. The near annihilation
of Gaza and the destruction of Hamas’ top leadership with overwhelming force, in
line with Israeli Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu's objectives, has not brought
peace and security for Israelis. Instead, there are credible signs that the Iran-spon-
sored group is reorganising itself. The threat of Tran activating sleeper cells around
the world (including in the US) for retaliatory action cannot be ruled out. For the
Arab states, which have condemned Iranian strikes on their countries, prolonged
warfare threatens the entire economic model supporting the region’s prosperity.
Their ability to attract global capital and financial flows has long been predicated on
the promise of political stability delivered by authoritarian regimes.

As Iran moves to close the Strait of Hormuz, which carries roughly one-fourth
of global oil shipments, and the world braces itself for a spike in oil prices, the wider
geopolitical implications of Operation Epic Fury and Operation Lion’s Roar are yet
to play out. No European ally participated in the attacks, although several have called
for Iran to show restraint. Alarm bells are sounding in Moscow, a defence ally, and
China, a major buyer of Iranian oil. For India, which sources almost 40 per cent of
its oil from West Asia and has nine million citizens in the region, the US-Israel attack
has complicated both the economic assumptions of the recent Budget and geopoliti-
cal equations in the region. Occurring less than two days after Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi’s visit to Israel, marked by a significant upgrade of the partnership, the
optics and timing appear unfortunate. The need for the belligerents to return to the
negotiating table, as New Delhi has urged, has never been more urgent.

ILLUSTRATION: AJAYA KUMAR MOHANTY

Change, not death,
for Indian I'T/ITeS

Big transformations are required in adapting

to the Al revolution

The export of information technology (IT) and IT-
enabled services (ITeS) stands as a defining triumph
of modern Indian economic history. It is the princi-
pal domain where India has achieved global com-
petitiveness at scale. The rapid advancement of
artificial intelligence (AI) has generated a narrative
of decline. There is fear that AT will hollow out the
Indian IT/ITeS sector.

‘What has happened thus far in the data? In the Sep-
tember 2025 quarter, the gross inflow for “other busi-
ness services” was $29.5 billion, a strong
increase from $25 billion in the corre-
sponding quarter a year earlier. For IT
services, the gross inflow in the Septem-
ber 2025 quarter reached $50.4 billion, a
strong increase from $44.7 billion a year (Y
earlier. Okay, but let’s look into the future
and wonder how things might change.

Much of the current anxiety stems
from demonstrations of engineers

debt. Such systems become brittle. When they fail, the
human operator lacks the mental model required to
repair them. High volumes of effort are required to
debug and modify these kinds of systems. The prolif-
eration of an Al-generated code might actually gen-
erate a lot of maintenance and remediation work for
Indian software engineers.

Indian IT firms are not uniform entities. Special-
ised ies, such as or KPIT, ha 1

mained unchanged: The global economy has a thirst
for skilled, inexpensive intellectual capability. The
Al revolution does not alter this fundamental arbi-
trage. Yes, of course, a lot will have to change in
India, but this is a clever community that has ridden
many a transformation before.

It is important to maintain perspective on the
situation. Indian IT currently accounts for roughly
2 per cent of global IT market capitalisation. We
must not the size of the i In
turbulent global environment, there is ample heacl
room for expansion.

There is a genuine technological revolution afoor.
‘We should not get crushed into gloom, thinking there
is no future for Indian IT/IT-enabled services/GCCs.
‘We do need to think in rather new ways insofar as
business strategy, the board, the top management,
and the approach to finance are concerned.

For boards, the historical business model was
straightforward. It relied on linear headcount expan-
sion and long-term, annuity-style cash flows. That
equilibrium is broken. The Indian IT industry that
emerges over the next decade will look structurally
different. It is the job of the board to engage in think-
ing out strategy that induces a successful transition
out of the present comfortable ways.

The future is characterised by uncertainty. Firm
leadershlp must vzgorously explore a wide frontier of

1ers may demand small,
private language models trained and operated by In-
dian vendors. Indian software firms may form joint
ventures with Al laboratories to implement techno-
logies for enterprise clients. Specialised firms might
partner deeply within their domains to create proprie-
tary products. We may see a division of labour where
Indian firms build the Al generators and also operate
the h in-the-loop checking isms, Per-
1 new breed

of global pmduct companies emerging from India.

Coping with this uncertainty by developing a port-
folio of bets and taking risk requires new kinds of cor-
porate governance. The orgamsanonal DNA of

IT firms pri dher-

structed moats based ondeep domain 1 ence, and The new requires
long- ding relationships. i ion, exper and anappetite for risk.
This embedded k dge allows them this shift will require a cultural change in
to adapt Al technologies to specific ver-  the board and in the senior management.
! ticals. A general-purpose Al cannot From the point of view of investment and corpor-

] easily replicate the specialised work-
flows of the global automotive industry
that a firm like KPIT understands.
Consider the large incumbents like
Infosys. These corporations are em-
bedded deep in the operations of global

ate finance, big changes are required. Historically,
Indian IT firms have exhibited the financial charac-
teristics of stable utilities. There was a bias toward
distributing cash to shareholders rather than rein-
vesting it in research and development. This strategy
of capital allocation must change. The financial sys-
tem must transition from pricing these firms as low-
risk utilities to valuing them as complex, adaptive,

rapidly building complex systems using SNAKES & enterprises. They manage the complex,
Al tools. There is a tendency to extrapo- LADDERS unglamorous plumbing of the Fortune
late these localised successes intoa mac- 500. A frontier Al pany in California
roeconomic upheaval. Adistinctionmust  AJAY SHAH cannot easily dislodge this infrastruc-

be drawn between technology demon-
strations and functional enterprise systems. Large or-
ganisati P with i friction.
donot like todisrupt workis tab-

lished contracts. When J P Morgan deploys Al perhaps
it will send more work to Tata Consultancy Services.

At a deeper level, the construction of a software
system is a process of knowledge creation. We learn
how a system works through the toil of building it.
When an Al system generates the code, the requisite
knowledge creation in the mind of the human author
isbypassed. This creates technical debt and cognitive

ture. If anything, the market dynamics
runin the opposite direction. Frontier Al firms require
distribution. To achieve daily revenues from token
sales, they need adoption at global enterprises, and
the path to this could run through Indian IT giants,
Indian ITeS operations, and Indian global capability
centres (GCCs), which actually run the enterprise IT
of the global giants.

This industry has navigated numerous techno-
logical regime changes since the late 1980s. Through
client-server architectures, the internet boom, and
Cloud computing, the underlying constant has re-

Management teams must alter how they com-
municate with capital markets. Boards must show
their portfolio of technological bets to the financial
system, outlining the risk of their Al investment and
its potential return.

The world will always want intellectual capability.
The constraint on growth is not the capability of algo-
rithms but the availability of human ingenuity. The
task for India is to double down on producing, own-
ing, and growing intellectual capital, in the emerg-
ence of a firm culture of knowledge and innovation.

Theauthor is a researcherat the XKDR Forum

Liveable cities need anew model

Cry for my Delhi. This is my city: My fanuly records

todo. The populauon data for cities is outdated, and
h

many generations who have lived here. It her
1 have spent most of my professional career advoca-
tingclean air, water, and everything else that we need
for basic well-being.

We have garbage everywhere; potholes

the2011 Census. Yet, we can
see the implosion as cities expand into their pe-
ripheries. Over two decades ago, at the turn of the mil-

lennium, Gurugram sprang up on Delhi’s outskirts.

‘Today, urbx spreads laterally for

no traffic discipline, with congestion, illegal build-
ings, and parking woes, which add to the chaos of
road management. Our water supply is struggling to
keep up with demand; the Yamuna is a
forsaken river, and has become a recep-
tacle of sewage instead; and of course,
the now infamous unbreathable air. I
could go on, but all residents of Delhi
know what we are living through.

So, we need to askif the complete, vis-
ible, and much-discussed breakdown of
urban services that we are witnessing
today can be reversed, or if the blight has
gone too far. I ask this not to crib about
collapsed infrastructure but to ensure
that we learn from this experience and do
not create another Delhi in India. In

DOWNTO
EARTH

SUNITA NARAIN

grows every day. Smaller towns are becoming big but
without planning or services. This is the challenge.
‘What should be done? First: Cities must plan for
mobility, not just roads. This is the key
as moving people is linked to affordable
housing and livelihoods. As cities grow
and land prices rise, many cannot af-
ford to buy homes. This then means
that the poor — critical to the city’s ser-
vices sector — look for living in what
are euphemistically called “unauth-
orised” areas, or slums. The tragedy is
that in many cases, these lands are the
key for the city’s environment, like
green areas or catchments of water-
bodies. The commute from the pe-
riphery, where housing may be cheaper,

other words, we ensure that middle-
India cities do not become mega messes
asthey grow — even implode.

This is important. We know that urbanisation will
drive the white-collar economy. Today, with the press-
ures of i mu—mgrauon in the Western world, there is a

for killed flourish
in Indla But they need more than money — they need
quality of life for themselves and their children. Itis not
just about malls, restaurants, and nightlife, but about
the basics: Clean water, clean air, education, and hous-
ingattract and retain talent. It is about liveable cities.

To make this work, we must understand what not

iseither orjustout of reach.
The middle class also moves outwards,
relying on private transport, which then adds to
congestion. The city loses in every way.

As cities grow, the most important component of
planning, its “spine”, should be transportation — to
connect the periphery and enable within

But nothing is as important as the enforcement of
the master plan. Delhi’s master plan is outdated and,
worse, it is practised more in the breach. Most cities
in India, and certainly the ones that are growing, do
not even have the semblance of a land-use plan,
which is then available publicly so that people know
what is permitted and what is not. Transparency is
the first step to deterrence. The chaos, deliberately
born out of this confusion, is visible in Delhi, where
illegal encroachments take over roads and public in-
vestment in infrastructure is lost.

The new-gencity not populism,
which leads to anarchy. This is where the rubber meets
the road. We need affordable models of urbanisation,
but these will not emerge from permitting everything
thatisillegal in the namc of protecting livelihoods. This
will only poor services.

The bottom line is to focus on the nature of urban
governance. We have completely discordant city-gov-
ernance systems, where representatives are elected
and then disabled. They then play with everything
that is lucrative, adding to disorder. It is ironic that
New Delhi, where the power elite lives, has decided
that democracy does not work for it — an authority of
officials runs the city. This is fast becoming a model
for other newly growing cities. What, then, is best?

‘This is the question that will determine our econ-
omic future — nothing less. The nature of urbanisa-
tion must be resou:ceefhclenl inclusive, and capable

the city. People should be able to walk, cycle, take
buses or the Metro, and, only if necessary, usea car. A
modern city should not resemble a gridlocked Delhi
or Bengaluru. Then, there is a need for other basic ser-
vices as well, from education to health care to clean
water. These will drive the livability quotient.

of ensuring security and all that makes life
worth living — from clean water and clean air to play-
grounds and schools. Let’s discard the Delhi-style city
dreams of the past. Let’s embrace the future,

Theauthor is at the Centre for Science and
i ita@cseindia.org, X:

Women journalists on the frontlines

sometimes blurred the linesto

their children— thatit’s

BOOK
REVIEW
JENNIFER SZALAI
World War Il had ended, and Martha

Gellhorn had changed. Not yet 40, she
was already known as a formidable
Americanjournalist who had written
dispatches from some of the world’s most
dangerous places: Madrid during the
Spanish Civil War, OmahaBeachon D-
Day. In1945, she witnessed the liberation
of Dachau, leaving j just days before
Germany

her “literary whoring,” as she put it.
Her “bilgers” — short, delectable
fiction about low-stakes dramas that
sold easily to magazines — had her
“laughing like a goat.”

Gellhorn said she rmssed repomn,g

West, bornin 1892, wasthe oldest of
thebunch. Cooke introduces her in 1936
on her first trip to Yugoslavia. She
intended to write a “snap book” about the
place, somethingshortand
impressionistic. Then she became

but hated “writingj " She
would later describe Dachau asthe
'moment when she stopped being young
— though growing older meant knowing
not more, but arguably less: “Itis asif
walked into Dachau and there fell overa
cliffand suffered alifelong concussion.”

Gellhorn’s crisis is just one of many
arresting moments in Starry and Restless,
JuliaCooke’s vibrant triple biography of
Gellhorn, Rebecca West and Emily
“Mickey” Hahn, who served asa China
correspondent for The New Yorker.

West and Hahn became close; each
crossed paths with Gellhorn. Starry and

es their it ingthe

What she saw in Dachau taught her
the reality of evil. “A darkness entered
my spirit,” Gellhorn told a friend. She
moved to Mexico, where she found a
house and paid for renovations with

consequential period between the 1930s
and Lhe 1950s, When they flourished as
rejected the
conventions of cold objectivity in favour
of amemorable first-person point of view.

t The projectballooned intoa
“wretched, complicated book that won’t
mterest anybody shetold afriend. West

the final around
the time that Germany’s| bombmgof
London had forced i mpanies
to ration paper. But her editors pushed
forward with the 1,100 pages of Black
Lamband Grey Falcon. She wenton to
cover the Nuremberg trials for The New
Yorker and The Daily Telegraph.

‘We meet Gellhorn in 1937, just after
she made her way to Spain on her own
dime by writing an article for Vogue
titled “Beauty Problems of the Middle-
Aged Woman.” (She was 28.) Cooke
inevitably has to discuss Gellhorn’s
affair with Ernest Hemi whom

Cooke most. “Her articles hinged on the
contrast of domesticity and war,
sociability and war, safety and war,
routine and war,” Cooke writes. Against
ideology and annihilation Gellhorn
foregrounded the tangibility of human
existence: “Martha’s prose was
populated with soldiers, wivesand
babies; decorated with wallpaperand
shards of shattered soup tureens in
wrecked cabinets.”

Hahn is the writer readers may
know least about, and Cooke does a
marvellous job of conveying her talent
aswell as her cunnmg Hahn liked to

the point of confusion. After curiousto see herend the
Gellhorn wrote a short story book by plucking out a few
abouttwotravellersinthe prosaic themes: “the caliber
American South observing a of their writing,”

lynching, a British magazine “the persistence of their
published it as fact — leading travel,” “their acquaintance
toan invitation to testify with one another.”

before the Senate. Hahn, for Apparently the cultural
her part, wrote two dozen imperative to wrest salutary

pieces about “Mr. Pan” for The
New Yorker. This man was

say thatshe had an
happy” childhood in the M.ldwest as
the fifth of six children. By the time she
moved to Shanghai, she was already
the author of two novels and two
nonfiction books. She cultivated a
mystique, entering a long-running
affairwith a married Chinese man and

shewould later marry and divorce. But
it's Gellhorn’s relationship with her work
and the world around her that interests

around town with a pet

gibbon perched on her shoulder.
All three women wrote fictionin

addition to their journalism, which

Iessons, even from the most
audaciousand defiant women,

STARRY AND REST-
based on her Chinese beau, LESS: Three Women isstrong: “Maybe they offera
though whether the portraits ~ Who Changed Work, newcompass by whicha
were factor fiction “wasleft ~ Writing, and person may orient herself
alluringly unclear.” the w‘"‘d within herown choices.”
Fiction offeredafreedom by /ulia Cooke Maybe. Or maybe the
toexplorearange of g:ﬁg?f‘;t‘fam aGiroux  Idiosyncraticlivesof these
3Ipages SR peregrinating writersinvitea
Cooke, whose: prevxous book simpler, but no lesssignificant,
was about th proposal: Read thishookand
Pan Am, writes thhasunﬂar beenthralled. As West said of
verve and expansi herownay astory, "Again

herselfin her characters’ perspectives,
evenas she sticks: responslbly tothe

ical record. She h
complicated life with such moving
specificity —West's ruthlessness,
Hahn’s opium addiction, all three
women’s difficult relationships with

and again Ibroke sequences and relaxed
tension toget the lethargic attention of the
ordinary reader along the road.”

The revi isth ion book critic
for The Times.
©2026 The New York Times News Service
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Our reset GDP statistics
packinsome good news

The most heartening takeaway from India’s new GDP estimales is a shift they reveal in the

structural composition of growth. Manufacturing-sector output now leads from the front

evised estimates of India’s gross
domestic product (GDP) released
on Friday by the statistics ministry
show aslightly smaller output pie
than previously estimated, but
testify to the Indian economy’s
resilience. The new GDP series with 2022-23
asitsbase year pegs growth in 2025-26 at 7.6%,
hlghel than 7.4% estimated under the old
series with base year 2011-12. The slowdown of
2024-25 also turns out far milder, with GDP
expansion slowing to 7.1% from 7.2% the year
before, instead of 6.5% from 9.2%. As for this
fiscal year, growth in the third quarter ended
December is now placed at 7.8%, arobust rate
given how US tariffs began to kick in harder.
Our growth impulses have been intact—and
impressive. The most heartening takeaway,
though, isashift revealed in the structural
composition of this momentum. The manufac-
turing sector now leads from the front. It has
long been alaggard, but recorded a double-
digit pace in 2023-24-and is seen on course to
do so again this year. Some of this, doubtless, is
the effect of reduced proxy use to estimate the
informal sector’s output, as the ministry now
hasa tracker in its Annual Survey of Unincor-
porated Sector Enterprises for a relatively
direct data feed for estimation. But some of it
can plausibly be explained by the improved
use of deflators to adjust for inflation and get a
closer fixon value added in the factory sector.
Asanote with this new data series makes
clear, changes wrought by a base-year update
differ significantly from regular revisions
in National Accounts. Globally, the latter
“are made only on the basis of updated data
becomingavailable without making any
changesin the conceptual framework or using

any new data source, to ensure strict compari-
son over years.” In contrast, base-year resets
include an overhaul of the country’s output
gauge to “capture structural changes in the
economy, incorporate latest data sources,
improve estimation methodologies and
enhance coverage and accuracy.” A proper
analysis of trends over a longer haul awaits

the release of ‘back-series’ data on earlier years,
rather than just the three starting with 2023-24
released by the ministry. But with average GDP
growth marking three dots ona trot at clips
above 7%, the latest Economic Survey's conjec-
ture on India’s potential growth rate having
risen halfa percentage point from 6.5% earlier
does not seem misplaced.

The note lists several key improvements in
the New GDP Series, two of which stand out.
First, sharper coverage of our vast informal
sector, thanks to survey inputs, isa clear plus;
especially in the context of a statistical haze
over how K-shaped our covid recovery may or
may not have been. Second, to adjust for infla-
tion, ‘double deflation’ of current values has
been deployed in the farm and factory sectors
(while other estimation methods are used else-
where). The use of separate ‘deflators’ for out-
putand inputs helps us avoid distortions of
value addition caused by price volatility in such
raw materials as oil or metals. However, the
absence of a proper producer price index forces
usto fall back on data from an outdated whole-
sale price index (base 2011-12), an anomaly that
should be fixed once thisindex is rebased (as
ourretail price index recently was). Even so,
together with increased items in the deflator
basket, we can expect greater stability in India’s
growth numbers—with less ‘statistical noise'—
to pave the way for better-informed policy.
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Act in favour of homebuyers left
in the lurch by property builders

India’s Supreme Court has laid out the principle of protecting home investments. Follow it through

PRAVE

IWARI
are;fespictively, former chaifmai, Sebi

hire financial and legal experts in addi-
tion to the company’s existing manage-
ment team under insolvency.

The RPisa key person in the insol-
vency process wi ithamandate toresolve
ahousing project. The current practice
tutional financial creditors pro-
osing the appointment of RP can cre-

ate conflicts of interest and distortions if

there is collusion with the corporate

debtor. Hence, the authority to appoint

anRPshould restwi iththe IBB] which
sor

homebuyersare in the dark about the
firm's operational effectiveness and effi-
cacy until insolvency is declared.

Therefore, real estate companies
(RECs) should also be declared as ‘pub-
licinterest entities’ (PIES) under the
Companies Act, given the publicinter-
estinvolved, and RERA should track
theirdisclosures. This will ensure trans-
parency of their operations.

The Supreme Court has already
umleN ore(l thei |mpundnce ofred flags

and LIC; and former deputy
and auditor general and member, National
Financial Reporting Authority.

narecent judgement in the Supertech
case, the Supreme Court held that the

mayals
from financi m] creditors.

Further, an RP should not be allowed
to handle more than two projectsata
time. According to data published on
the website of one state Real Estate

focus of insolvency inreal
estate cases should be on home comple-
tion rather than liquidation. We had
argued for such anapproach in our
articlein Mint on 7 October (shorturl.at/
mTfth). T) hlﬁ judgement should funda-

process Jl]d bring reliefto thousands of
tormented homebuyers.

Its philosophical underpinnings must
now permeate the legislative and regu-
latory regime governing the sector. It
should include preventive and curative
measures to straighten out kinks real-
torsexploit for theirmisdeeds. We dis-
cuss some important changes required.

The Supreme Court, in the Man
Brar case, has directed the Insolvency
and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI) to
frame specific guidelines for real estate
insolvencies. To have legal force, these
should beissued as sector-specific regu-
lations that must establish a legal frame-
work for the completion and handover
of housing units to homebuyers.

Aworkable option isto appoint turn-
around specialists of proven integrity
withexperience in executing real estate
projectsas Resolution Professionals
(RPs). They should have legal powers to
arrange working capital, disgorge sto-
lenfunds, complete projects within an
agreed timeframe and issue completion
certificates. And, if need be, they can

'y Authority (RERA) that we
reviewed, as of 22 February, only four
RPswere handling 66% (186 out 0f 282)
of all projects under litigation at the
National Company Law Tribunal. They
each had 90,41, 31and 24 projects,
respectively. The questionis whether
one RP can effectively handle so many
projects. IBBI, which regulates RPs,
including their authorization, should
prevent concentration.
Currently, an RP remains i
aproject evenafter that authori

misconduct; the
empowered to initiate their removal
from existing projects in such cast
Finally
public functions, insolvency regula-
tions should designate them as public
servants to promote accountability. As
of now, their status is unclear. The
Madras high court has held that an RPis
apublic servant, while the Delhi high
court has held a contrary view.

While publication of accounts is man-
datory for publicly-listed companies,
private limited companies need notdo
s0, enabling private real estate compa-
nies to avoid disclosure and transpar-
ency. Further, unlike shareholders, flat
aspirants who fund the project do not
even receive an electronic copy of the
builder’s financial statements. Thus,

10 BEARS 460

ntive measure. Analysis of the
ML i\ 21 database, which isa repository
of corporate information maintained by
the ministry of corporate affairs, can
raise red flags for preventive action. The
datashould be analysed in real time,
usingadvanced analytical toolsand
artificial intelligence. An institutional
mechanism for identifying red flags can
bean important measure to prevent
corporate malfeasance and enable swift
course correction.

Followinga spate of frauds and insol-
vencies, in August 2020 Chinaadopted
aThree Red Lines Policy to prevent
excessive debtaccumulation in the real
estate sectorand reduce financial risks.
India should develop its own policy
based on domestic and international
experience and harness the MCA-21
database foridentitying red flags.

The law applies strict ‘fit and proper”
criteria for the appointment of directors
ofdeposit-taking institutions such as
banks. As housing projectsare akin to
collective investment schemes, agencies
like RERA should review the ‘fit and
properstatus of the boards of insolvent
builders to determine whether they
remain fit and proper to oversee public
interest entities in the future.

Thedevelopment of real estate,
especially housing. is essential fora
prospering society. It also contributes
significantly to economic growth.

This broad sector, related industries
included, can contribute up to 20% to
India’s GDP annually. And we cannot be
adeveloped nation without an adequate
housing stock.

JUST A TROYGHT |

Technology is neither
good nor bad. Nor

isit neutral.

MELVIN KRANZBERG

|

Why one should not be afraid of artificial intelligence

MANU JOSEPH

is ajournalist, novelist, and the
creator of the Netflix series,
‘Decoupled’

* hefearof artificial intelligence (AD isso
rampant now that it appears to be a
matter ul' decumm to :x(lmu to ths!e:u
dtha

and so deep cannot be the truth. If some-
thingis deeply true, it does not spread very
fast. Thinkof any truth from the distant past
that spread very quickly. I do not ask foran
example from the present, because in the
present any hype may appear to be a real
phenomenon. On the other hand, itisin the
nature of a delusion or misconception to
spmdd very fast. Human beings are excellent.

People k ne Al at

fhalf-truths, liesand delusions.

Ishould be scared. I'm very open to being
scared, which I've always thoughtisareason-
ableway of surviving life, but somehow lam
not, and I have tried to understand why.
Also, Idon't know what exactly Ishould be
scared of, because there are two distinct fears.
Oneisoftheend of theworld. Earlier, people
used to speak of lethal smart machines, but
now they say that dumb machines can
destroy the world—and not only through
weapons, as a collection of tech luminaries
feared just a few years ago inasigned petition.
Itisalso what Al can do in terms of havoc in
day-to-day life. The other fear is of profes-
sional obsolescence. I'm not scared of this
either. My indifference to the Al mania is
rooted inwhere manias come fromand how
they spread, atheory about influence.
\Idonottakeany hype seriously
because I feel anything that spreads so fast

Truthmovesvery slowly through us. It does
move, and itdoeseventually spread widely.
very slowly. So zlmlhm" that

ety. Excessive anxiety is a common mental
ailment. It doesn't seem like a disorder,

because anxious people are often functional
and evenaccomplished, whichis exactly why
anxiety spreads so fastinsociety.
most influential people have itand transmit
itefficiently. In the spread of the fear of AL,
there is that seed of anxiety. People have
short memories, so they don’t remember
thatwhen OpenAlwas first gathering hype,

people feared it was having random conver-
sations with them to influence them. The
New York Times evenranareport where the
writer feared a chatbot was trying to end his
marriage. With the convenience of hind-

fe:

sight. annowsee thatalotof th

wreak. government and revo-

were just misreadings of amindless machine.

Onthe end-of-the-world scenario, I feel I
know where the hype is coming from. It is
from billionaires and others who have no
predatorsto worry about, orvery few. Tradi-

lutionary soc

fill their predator vac-

whatever they fear becomesa global fear.
Yet, even if you accept that Al is largely
hype, we know that h\ pecancreate rmlnv

tionally, it has been Western billionaires wh
have been afraid of pan-
demics, rogue Aland other
forms of apocalypse. They

Al hype and

Just becaus

ordelusion d()es not mean
itcan't take over the world.
Even so, Lam not afraid.

seem more paranoid about Partly because I chose a
the end of the world than, dread have gone path where my obsoles-
say, slum-dwellers in viral But when cence has been foretold
Mumbai. That is not - since the age of 17, when I
because billionaires have Something is told my friends and their
wonderful lives and are . parents that [ wanted to
paranoidaboutthingsthat ~ rye, it Seems to study English literature
would end the party. and notengineering. I was

They seem paranoid spread only told the life of a writer was

because they have no
predators. Whenaclass of
people donot have preda-
tors, they tend to invent
them. Forbillionaires, the predators are gov-
ernment, smart machines, dumbmachines
and forces of nature, including a zombie
se, tosurvive which some of them
have built bunkers, They are oversensitive to
theidea of predators because they are preda-
torstoo, and they know what a predator can

gradually

animpossiblelifeinaworld
where there wassomething
called scienceand technol-
ogy. Yet, it was those who
lurched from hype to hype who went from
obsolescence to obsolescence, and face it
again. A human being can never be obsolete.
Only amachine can meet that fate.
Technology has never diminished
humans, it has only expanded what humans
can do. Humans will never make humans

irrelevant, because even when technology
can simulate or imitate being human very
well, the moment it exceeds us, we will lose
interest in it but not in each other.

‘When Garry Kasparov played Deep Blue
in 1996, it was a global event. People mar-
velled atamachine that could match the best
human chess player. He won, but lost the
nextyear. There were people who feared the
endof the world. The machine appeared to
have a mind. Today, Magnus Carlsen, the
greatest chess playerever, isnomatch for AL
Notjust thal.g‘rmdmasl( rscan’t understand
agame between Al bots playing each other.
Yet human chess ismore popular than ever.

We areall about us. In fact, 1 am waiting
for Generative Al to mature enough to be of
real use to me. Right now, itisof little use to
me. It reminds me of charlatan humans
winging through life. What I want is this: [
want Al to cast me in a film. I will write the
scriptshotby shot. in detail. 1don't want A1
towrite for me, nor direct me; why would [
usesomethingof no talent? What I wantit to
dois the mindless part: create the location,
the sofas and tea cups, and convert what [
have made on paperinto film. Then 1 hope to
sell subscriptions on YouTube. 1 am confi-
dent there will be enough employed people
who can afford to buy it.
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India’s innovation gap shows up
in the financial data of our firms

Corporate India must recognize R&D as the foundation of long-term compelitiveness before we can hope for breakthroughs

SAUMITRA u~U\UUI«I
is professor, Madras School of Economics

echnological innovation in all quarters
iscritical for accelerated economic
growth. However, India’s research and
development (R&D) debate often
focuses on public spending: how much
the government allocates, which mis-
and what headline targets s
:mnoum.ed Tl\e data, however, suggest
India’s ion shortfall i d: y
industry story. What distinguishes India from
global technology leaders is not an absence of
policy intent, but the reluclanre nfcnrpnm(eﬂ to
invest meaningfully in res

Therecent CTIER l[am[l)(mA on Technology and
Innovation in India 2025 brings out a few critical
aspects of India’s innovation landscape. First,

India's R&D expenditure remains structurally low.
In2023, it stood at 0.6% of GDP, the lowest among
major innovation economies, and has been stuckin
anarrow 0.6-0.9% band for more than three dec-
ades. Overthe same period, peer economies have
steadily intensified their commitment by gradually
scaling up R&D investments. Israel and South Korea
consistently spend over 4% of GDP on R&D, the US
exceeds 3.5% and China has raised its R&D intensity
toaround 2.6%, reflecting sustained policy and
industry commitment to tech leadership.

Second, India’s R&D ecosystem is heavily
dependent on the government. In 2023, the public
sector accounted for 55% of total R&D expendi-
ture, while industry contributed just 36% and
higher education 9%. This contrasts sharply with
global patterns. Industry finances roughly 75-80%
of R&D in the US and China, over 70% in South
Koreaand Germany, and close to 80% in Israel,
underscoring the centrality of corporatesin
advanced innovation.

Third, recent trends are particularly concerning.
Industry’s share of India’s R&D has fallen from 41%
even as higher education’s
share rose modestly from 7% to 9%. India’s indus-
trial R&D expenditure in 2023 was under $7.4 bil-
lion. Asa stark contrast, Nvidia, which is ranked

in 2018 to 36% in 2027

ction strengths, regulatory familiarity and incre-
mental innovation. By contrast, Indian mdnsm
investsrelatively little in sectors that anchor global
R&D activity, including electronic and electrical

i healthcare t ies, advanced
manufacturing and industrial engineering.

This narrow focus has consequences. In 2023, as
the handbook reports, 827 US and 679 Chinese
corporates featured among the world's top 2.5
R&D apcnders India had just 22 curpm -ate:

S lobal sectors, i
tronic equipment and healthcare lechnolug‘,
Evenwhere Indian corporates are present globally,
such as in pharma, their R&D intensity remains
below that of their international peers.

The behaviour of large Indian corporates further
underscores this pattern. The top 100 R&D spend-
ersaccount fornearly 78% of all industrial R&D in
India, indicating a highly concentrated research
l:mdscape Beyond a small group of s conglnm(’ratcs

research. India ranked fifth globally in publica-
tions, contributing 714016 papers (5% of global
output) during 2019-23, yet records among the
lowest citation impact scores across peers. Weak
|ndus1r\ linkages compound this gap asonly 1% of

ionsinvolve industry ¢ ion, com-
pared with over 6% in Japan and Germany, while
international collaboration remains modest at
around 30%. Patent data shows some progr
Resident filings exceeded non-resident applic:
tions at the Indian Patent Office in 2023, reversing
earlier trends, but the scale remains well below
China’slocal innovation system.

India’s innovation gap ble in corporate bal-
ance sheets, sectoral choices, the global absence of
ourfirms from frontier technologies and quality
research. India generates a large number of start-
ups, but relatively few are built on proprietary
hardware, advanced materials or nmplr\cngi-
neering capabiliti chasthe
Anusandhan National Research F uuu(lauun India
Al Mission, and the $12 billion Research, Develop-
ment and Innovation fund reflect a recognition of

26th among the world's top 2,500 R&D spend

thi; al Theirsuccess, however, will

spends nearly as much asall of India’s industry on
R&D, while Alphabet. the top global R&D spender,
spends almost five times that sum. Thus, at a time
wi hen corporate-driven R&D is driving frontier

ion globally, India’s weakening industrial
research effort signals a growing risk to long-term
competitiveness.

The pattern of industrial R&D spending in India
pointstoastrong concentration rather than broad-
based technological diversification. Corporate
research investment is largely confined to a limited
set of sectors such as pharmaceuticals, automo-
biles, oil and gas, and software services. The first
two of those together account for more than half
our total industrial R&D expenditure, reflecting

and lished manufacturers, R&D
soff sharply. Many profitable Indian corpo-
th global revenues invest little inin-house
research, relying instead onimported technology,
licensing or incremental process improvements.
The handbook also highlights that India’s inno-
vation constraints are evident across the talent,
research and intellectual property pipeline. In
2022, India had just 260 full-time researchers per
million people, far below China’s 1,849 and the
US's 4,825, and trailing all comparable economies,
with South Korea (9,435) and Taiwan (9,200) at the
global frontier. While India performs better in doc-
toral output, producing 21,232 science and engi-
neering PhDsin 2023, the third highest globally,
thisscale has not translated into high-impact

depend on whether they can reshape corporate
behaviourrather than merely add incremental
funding.

India’s binding constraint is not capital availabil-
ity. but risk appetite. Closing this R&D gap will
require adecisive change in how Indian industry
approaches research, Until R&D is recognized as
the foundation of long-term competitiveness, this
equilibrium is unlikely toshift. That, in turn,
deeper and more systematic collabora-
emia to generate
commercially relevant, patentable innovations.
Unless R&D is internalized as the bedrock of long-
term competitiveness rather than an optional
adjunct to growth, this deficit will persist.

THEIR
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Is New York under Mamdani
bent on overtaxing residents?

Expanded city services come at a cost volers may not understand

ALLISON SCHRAGER
is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist covering
economics.

are amazing and day care is free (or
heavily subsidized) for toddlers aged 3
months or more. New York City, where [
live, isalso great, with pretty good food and
architecture. The day care, not so much.
Ofcourse that French day care comesat
asteep price. The French—even the mid-
dle class—pay much more in taxes. Accord-

- 3

New York’s mayor wants the city to provide
free child-care starting at six weeks. AP

ernment, but reasonable people can disa-
gree. Striking the right balance, however,
requires that the costs and benefits be
widely und?lalood and broadly felt.

ingtothe OECD, tt ges arner
pays 28% of their income in [nxes com-
pared to 24% in the US. And that does not
include the large consumption taxes that
Europeans pa;

Now New York's mayor wantsthe city
provide free child-care starting at six
\weks among other free services. He has

Europ “hoice, opting for lngher
taxesforalland :\Io\n erstandard of living in
exchange for more security.

My concern is that Americans do not
internalize these trade-offs. Lhave always
used three criteriawhen judging how good
ataxis: efficiency (does not create distor-
lums) pm;.reﬁsl\n) (collects more from

iNew Yorkers that
else would pay for it: the rich. Last week,
ity caught up with these plans. If Mayor
Lohran Mamdani cannot get the tax
increases he wants on high earners and
corporations, all New Yorkers will need to
pay—in the form of higher property taxes
now and, later, abailout of the pension and
health-care funds he plansto raid.
l hereisa I()nnuntmw here. Th(‘ taxon
draises
lh(‘ rate to sucha le\ el that it may cause
serious economic damage. New York City
already spends a fortune on its resid

and feasibility (rela-
tively easy to mlleu). Nowlamadding:
ence to my list: that is, whether people
understand the taxes they are paying and
what they get for them.

Franklin D. Roosevelt had the same idea
when he created Social Security, which is
why the programme is funded through
payroll taxes on everyone. People would
feel more connected, hereasoned, toa pro-
gramme they paid into.

Today salience is the last thingany poli-
tician wants from a tax. Almost everyone

and provides subpar services. With its
existing obligationsand variable tax reve-
nue, increasing the budget another 9% is
certainly imprudent, to put it mildly.
And yet—even though Iam a property
ownerin New York City, wouldn't be sub-
Jjecttothe millionaire taxand am kept up at
night by underfunded pensions—part of
me hopes this tax comes to pass. Voters
lected h i d

(exceptmaybe billi investor Warren
Buffett and US politician Mitt Romney)
already thinksthey pay too much in taxes.

Directly increasing taxes onanyone who
makes less than $400,000 anni

beu)men political non-starter.
1di

ted top: more
benefits—tax credits, health-care subsi-
dies, now child care—that someone else
pays for. Often the middle class ends up

W

2 p T
the services the city offers. If they want
that, we should all pay

Itisnotjust New York thatis flirting with
fiscal nihilism. Polls reveal US voters want
two things: higher taxeson the wealthy and
more entitlements. In other words, free
stuffsomeone else pay

Toadegree, th mderstandable; this
isthe richest society in the world. America
should provide people with a minimum
standard of living. And wealthier people
are better positioned to pay a higher tax,
eveniftheyalready pay a very large share
of taxes, and there is only so much more

ay. The cost of corporate taxes,

ﬁJre\dmpk' are largely borne by workers,

but most people don't realize why their
wagesare lower.

Aslong as the taxes Americans pay are
sconnected, there is no scope for fiscal
discipline, let alone accountability for what
weare already spending.

Oddsare, people should be paying more.
Weall should—ifwe want our government
tomake good on its promises to pension-
ers, bondholders and the new and ever-
growing population of beneficiaries.

New Yorkers are starting to have pro-
ductive discussions about how much the

youcan tax them. A large wel i
be justified because it reflects how mu(h

I onschools, health
hulLIl[s nd all aonsul other things, and

we,asasociety, ity over growth,
the collective good over individual flour-
ishment.

Personally, Iwould preferasmallergov-

ofhigher prop-
erty 14_\(-: inthecity. Nowimagine what the
conversation would be like if we actually

had to pay them. ©BLOOMBERG

The Russia-Ukraine war: Why peace is proving elusive

HARSH V. PANT &

RAJOLI SIDDHARTH JAYAPRAKASH

in Abu Dhabi have hinted at a more prag-
maticapproach, reflected in the participa-
tion of high-ranking political and military

fatigueand reduced overt U: suppun L om-

pared to the Joe Biden US presi

hasconstrained the Russian advance uum

are, respectively, professor of
international relations, King's
College London, and vice
president for studies at
Observer Research Foundation
(ORF); and junior fellow,
Eurasia, at ORF.

. n24February 2022, Russian forces
crossed into Ukraine with the
objective of demilitarizing the

country and deterring Kyiv fmm Jou\u}g(he
\unh r\i]dnm Treaty C Russian

representatives from Russia and Uknun(-

toEuropean p,umelsxmlmg upmilitary aid.

roundsof a28-point k | of Western nRussianor coerci ne
va inedand 020 points | pi Ukraine toacceptasut
by the USand Ukrai dactingcl b 1 will in itself deliver bl

ran counter to Ukraine’s sovereignty). But

peace. The limits of punitive maximalism

Yet, deep divergs

rsexpected a Ukrainian col-

lapw\ullunulunmghl

cow has yet to achieve its core wartime
Wil R }

c

the regions of Donetsk, Luhansk, Kherson
and Zaporizhzhia. The conflict has already
surpassed the length of the Soviet military
campaignagainst Nazi Germany, makingit
Russia’s longest in Europe in overa century.
Despite Russian forces controlling the
tempo across multiple axes, they have strug-
gled toachieve abreakthrough, as Ukrainian
resistance lns slowed their advance, with
high losseson efforts

troops

with deliberations on the impl Ithasi 1strikes on Russian energy Moscm\'m]cucd theplan. Coredivergences | and forced compromise are now stark.

and modalities of monitoring a ceasefire. | and militaryinfrastr {developeda ar ies'irreconcilable | While the latest round of talks has stopped

esin iating posi- limited-arms war- territory, security shortofa ithaskept the dip-

tions suggest that any peace without | fare, particularly Ihumgh ceasefire terms, lomatic channel ajar. The granular, techni-

addressing these would be fragile. Al-enabled drones and Ryiv has vehemently | cal negotiations that follow are likely to be
State of the battlefield: Russia’s military | precision-guided tools. The great power :)pposed any allempl at | more consequential.

strategy seeks to exploit Ul\nme s acute \lsn. changes in key H i-slicing i These di ions could focus on areas

shortage by depl swarm of including pres"ge of one territory, calling for theres- | where convergence, however modest, is

ross frontsinan am-mpt tospread | theintroduction ofapopu- Side must be toration ofits1991 borders. | possible: an exchange of prisoners of war,

the Ukrainian defence thin. Asaresult, Rus-
sian forces last year recaptured the Kursk
region and opened a new front in Sumy,
northeastern Ukraine. New gains were made
in Donetsk with the capture of Pokrovsk,
Myrnohrad and Siversk, aswell as Huliapole
in the Zaporizhzhia region. However, these
gainsare largely tactical rather than strate-
gic, with Russia controlling only about one-
fifth of Ukrainian territory. Domestically,
Moscow faces mounting pressure from the
high costs oﬂm'mcmg the war, high mt(-mq

lar wartime figure and

But R

s firm that a

mutual restraint on targeting energy infra-

tofind a negotiated settlement have gained
momentum, with Ru: n and
Americaninterlocutors meeting at various
levelsand formats, The recent trilateral talks

rates, ti sanctions and
Ukrainian strikes on energy infrastructure,
all of which have resulted in the Russian
economy overheating.

Despite severe manpower shortages, war

Russia hawk Lieutenant balanced with sefire willbe contingent | structure, ahalt tostrikes on densely popu-
General Kyrylo Budanov, on Ukraine's withdrawal | lated urban centresand the construction of
asZelensky'schiefofstafl,  {he Sovereignty from Donetsk, Luhansk, | structured p: y ques-
have renewed confidence Khersonand Zaporizhzhia; | tions of territory, security guarantees and
in Ukraine's negotiating of the Other for italsowantsCrimearecog- | the sequencing of a ceasefire. Such incre-
position. Budanovissaid to . . nized as Russian territory. | mentalismmay lack drama, butis oftenthe
beinclose contact with his its resolution  Onsccurityguaranteesfor | precondition forstrategic stabilization.
Western counterparts. Ukraine, it rejects the At its core, the dilemma is political as
Taken together, U krame Western undemdndmg of | much as mthn C mﬂmg anarrangement
remains far from lespiteincre- | itand hata Russian Imust | thataff c with-
mental Ru%snn advances. not enable Kyiv to regroup and launch a | outevisce: agency, i
1 haky ground: Last Febru: counteroffensive, Any peace agreementthat | thecentral Inhncmg act. Reconcilingthese

negotiations resumedafter the failure of
2022 talksin Istanbul. They beganinabi
eral US-Russia format, with Ukraine brought
in later, By the end of 2025, after multiple

does not address these issues s likely tobe
fragile and vulnerable to fresh
The way ahead: What's incre:

competingimperatives—great power pres
tige and national self-determination—will
determine whether diplomacy can move

dentisthat neither the ritualistic

from conflicttoresolvingit.
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‘Donald Trump wants regime change
in Iran. History is not on his side’
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All war is a symptom of man's failure
as a thinking animal.

— John Steinbeck
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US, Israel kill Iran’s leader,
unleash new ghosts

VER THE weel\end the US and Israel launched a
weepin; “Op-
eration Epic Fury” byWashmgton and “Roaring Lion”
by Tel Aviv — striking targets across Tehran, Isfahan,
Qom, Karaj, and several other Iranian cities. Iran has confirmed
thatits Supreme Leader, Ayatoliah Ali Khamenei, hasbeen killed.
The artacks came barely two days after US-Iran nuclear negoti-
ations in Geneva, me(hated by Oman, that had seemed on the
vergeofa ese tobea
cover for the mobﬂjsanon of military power around Iran. State-
ments from President Donald Trump and Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu made clear that the goal was not a delomanc
of
Republic. Regime change in Tehran — long discussed in Wash-
ington and Tel Aviv — gained renewed intensity after the anti-
regime protests that swept Iran at the turn of the year. Although
Trump had promised the protestors that “help was on the way”,
he had refrained from intervention then.
Thelatest attacks signal a decisive shift. The combination of

lars. Eighty-six-year-old Khamenei has dominated the Islamic
Republic’s hierarchy — first as president from 1981 and, since
1989, asthe successor to Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini. Hesteered
the regime through multiple crises, relymgnn represslon inter-

Supreme Leader gone, Revolutionary
Guards hold key to Iran’s future

HE ATTACK on Iran by the

US and Israel, killing the

country’s supreme leader,

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, be-

gins a new chapter in the fu-
ture of Iranian politics and the power dy-
namics of West Asia. Several leaders have
alsobeen killed. They include Sayyid Ab-
dolrahim Mousavi, the chief of staff of
Iran’s armed forces and the country’s de-
fence minister, Aziz Nasirzadeh. The
strikes claimed the lives of high-level mili-
tary officials, including Rear Admiral Ali
Shamkhani, secretary of the Defence
Council, and Mohammad Pakpour, com-
mander of the Islamic Revolutionary
Guard Corps.

The fact that multiple Arab states in
the Persian Gulf, including Bahrain, Ku-
‘wait, Qatar and the United Arab Emirates,
were targeted by the [ranian missiles
shows that the Iranian regime views the
situation as a fight forsurvival. However,
it is practically impossible to determine
the course events will take.

Israel has used the word “preemptive”
to justify its attack, but US President
Donald Trump has called on the Iranian
peopletoriseand overthrow the country’s
Islamic regime. To many in Washington
and in the European capitals, it seems
that what the US President intends
to achieve is something similar to what

nallyandactivist polici beshed

in inJanuary — get

for dlli meanthefall
ofthe reglme The Islamic Repubhc is deeply entrenched. His-
torical expenence showsthat regxme cbangexs farsmxplerm de-
clarethan . USinter Irag,and
Libya were disastrous, and offer little confidence that a rapid or
orderly transition in Iran can be engineered from the outside.
The entire region, with America’s Gulf allies also under Ira-
nian missileattack, 1s ata perilous moment. Much will depend
on Iran—whether]
the streets, whether elements of the establishment defect, and
whether a viable alternative leadershxp emerges, either from
withint] tem or hasReza Pahlavi,
son of the deposed Shah. Failure to produce a coherent suc-
cessorauthority could open the door to prolonged strife or even
fragmentation along ethnic lines. For India, the implications
are immediate and serious: The safety of nearly 10 million
members of the diaspora, potenual disruption of air links, and
ityofas| I prices. Fornow, Delhi, which
has good ties with most of the Gulf countries underattack today,
can only watch closely. India’s foreign-policy establishment
must urgently reflect on the long-term consequences. Just as
theviolent birth of the Islamic Republic in 1979 transformed In-
dia’s regional envuonment its potential collapse could be
equally pand M have wielded a
sledgehammer. Do they have the patience — or inclination —
for repair that has to follow the shattering? The evidence from
Gaza and Ukraine s dispiriting.

Sharper data, clearer
signals for the economy

AST WEEK, the National Statistics Office released the
new GDP series, taking another step towards plugging
gapsinthecountry’sdataarchitecture. Theseriesincor-
porates richer data sources spanning both the formal
and informal sectors, revi imation logies, and re-
sponds to criticisms of the earlier series. It is better equipped to
reflect i i and capture
i recentin-

yshifting facets. Tt

ofecon-
omicdata, including the new inflation series, surveys on house-
hold consumption and unincorporated enterprises, and more
frequent]abourmarketsurveys Thisisawelcome development.
¢ 3 Amf'ql‘ﬁgurﬁ which
il Tt isbeing
captured more accurately through annual surveys of unincor-
porated enterprises. The contentious issue of double deflation
has also been addressed in the agriculture and manufacturing
sectors, while several key ratios have been updated using more
recent studies, The underlvmg message is that momentum in
theIndi; perthelatestestimates,
the economy is expected to grow at 76 per cent in 2025-26, mar-
ginally higher than the earlier estimate of 74 per cent. Growth in
thethird quanerls now pegged ata robust 78percenL Following

thechief hasre-
vised next year’s growth projection to7-74 per cent, higher than
the Economic Survey’s forecast of 6.8-7.2 per cent. However, in
nominal terms, the size of the economy is now estimated to be
3.8 percent lowerin 2024-25. This could have some implications
for meeting fiscal deficit and debt reduction targets.

Fornow, the dataunder the new seriesisavailable from 2022-
23onwards. The nextstepwill involvethe release of the back series
—thedata for the years priorto2022-23. The government expects
to 1elease this. mfom:auon by the end of this year. This will be a

rid of the d invite

work the way it did in Venezuela for the
simple reason that any regime change in
Iran should necessarily include opposi-
tion figuresin exile, and the most popular
among them, Reza Pahlavi, the son of
Tran’s Shah who was deposed after the Is-
lamic Revolution.

Analysts know well that Iran isa much

Bagher Qalibaf), particularly in the past
two decades. This has provided an avenue
for the further accumulation of power and
influence and the expansion of the IRGC's
roles and responsibilities within and out-
side Iran. The Islamic Revolutionary
Guards are the true decision-makers of
the Islamic Republic — their activitiesap-

more complicated country than Vene- pear to go unchallenged, free from any
zuela. Its leadership structure is not only JAHANBEGLOO clerical oversight.

theocratic but also military. Khamenei The Islamic Revolutionary Guards
can easily be replaced by another ayatol- control the three major areas of the Ira-
lah (as he himself succeeded his prede- nian regime. First is the economic sector,
cessor, Ruhollah Khomeini), but the US as they have gained what appears to be
and Israel will have to deal with the Is- absolute control over all state contracts
lamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC), and investments. Second, the Revolution-
the Praetorian Guard of the Islamic Re- ary Guards have entrenched themselves
public of Iran, a military. political, and in the internal political affairs of the
economic organisation established in state. And lastly, the military capabilities
1979. The IRGC is considered to be one of of the Guards are so extensive that chal-
thestrongest standing political structures lenging them could be disastrous for the
bornout of the Islamic Revolution. It was clerics. Their military capabilities also
initially charged with protecting the ideo- pose a serious threat to any future politi-
logical achievements of the Iranian Rev- cal leadership in Iran. There is not a
olution. However, the IRGC has used its shadow of a doubt that the massacre of
constitutionally mandated role to legit- numerous Iranian protestors during the
imise its power and extend its January 8-9 crackdown was or-
political influence. When it sadd dered by Khamenei and organ-
comes to its roles and responsi- Th(? lR,GC has usedits ised by the IRGC. Also, until now,
bilities, the lines have become ~ constitutionallymandated  members of the IRGC have pur-

blurred in recent times.

Former IRGC commanders
have increasingly dominated top
posnmns inIran, including the

y ( Ahma-

roletolegitimise its power and
extend its political influence.
When it comes toits roles and
responsibilities, the lines have

sued a foreign policy that was not
designed primarily to benefit the
Tranian people, but rather to in-
tensify their domination of the
country’s economic and political

offer immunity to members of the IRGC
ifthey put down their gunsand stop fight-
ing. But the truth is that the forces of the
IRGC have long supported terrorism
across West Asia, undermined regional
stability and continued to advance their
ideology against any effort of democrat-
isation. They have also brutally repressed
theirown citizensand embezzled billions
ofdollars in oil revenue that rightfully be-
longed to the Iranian people and was
never fully recovered.

Ifby any chance there isa non-bloody
regime change in Iran, what the Iranian
people will need is in the future is a third
way -- one between the extremes of ven-
geanceand national amnesia, which con-
sists of judicial mechanisms that would
allow the victims of state crimes and
abuses to tell their stories in their own
words. All things considered, victim in-
volvement in the future process of transi-
tional justice would be a positive action
for national healing in Iran. National heal-
ing speaks to something larger than any
particular political offence and works its
magic byakind of therapeutic power that
cannot be understood merely in terms of
transition to democracy.

Afterall, what isimportant for Iran is not
only to attain victory for democracy, but
also to be mindful of the terrible past from
which this democracy will come one day.

The writer is director, Mahatma Gandhi

reformists in the country to cooperate

with Washington. However, this will not  the parliament (.

dinejad) and the speakership of

become blurred

Give borderlands their rightful
place in national story

HIS 1S the silver jubilee year
ofthe creation of the Ministry
of Development of North

s Eastern Region (DONER).
Then-PM  Atal  Bihari
Vajpayee established it to deal with the

apathy and ignorance towards Northeast
India. Sadly, in the decade after that, this
ministry became a victim of government
apathy. Thankfully, under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, there has been a 152 per
cent increase in the ministry’s budget al-
location, from Rs 2,332 crore in 2014-15t0
Rs 5,892 crore in 2023-24.

However, the development of any
region is also linked to aspects such as
recognising the identity of the people.
This is true not just for people from the
Northeast butalso for other border areas.
Efforts are needed on the societal front
because measurestaken by governments
will always have limitations. People from
border areas, including the Northeast,
continue to face much ignorance and
insensitivity. To correct that, we need
to transform the DONER Ministry into
the OWNER Ministry, “Our Wonderful
North East Region”. Recent incidents,
such as racial abuse and threats being
hurled at young women from Arunachal
Pradesh in Delhi, are a stark reminder of
the ibility of all our cc i
in this respect.

Delhi Chief Minister Rekha Gupta has
done well in stating that “There is abso-
lutely no place for hatred, discrimination,
intimidation or racial abuse in Delhi,” ad-
ding that “such behaviour will not be tol-
erated”. The broader solution is beyond
the domain of law and order. Mere legal
measures cannot bring about true na-
tional integration. What is needed is the
cultivation of a deeper understanding of
the people of the Northeast. A well-
thought-out policy backed by a plan of ac-
tion can help fill the knowledge gap. The
idea of “one people” demands shared
cannotbring  identity and shared ethos.

about true For the Northeast as well as border
national areas like Jammu and Kashmir, Ladakh,
. N nd: -Nicobarand 1 D, We
integration need acomprehensive policy and plan to

VINay
SAHASRABUDDHE

The broader
solutionis
beyond the
domain of law
and order. Mere
legal measures

nthat many of the will

ensure the emotional integration of the

notbe availableAcareful approach will, therefore, be essential.

people. Such efforts need to be oriented
towards the next generation, Here is an
agenda for that:

Revise school textbooks to have
lessons on border areas: Directives could
be issued to all states to ensure that
in classes V to X, students have at least
one lesson pertaining to the Northeast —
these should cover History, Geography,
Social Studies, and English, as well as the
regional language.

Establish university departments
ofborderareastudies, on thelines of Latin
American Studies, African Studies, and
Eurasian Studies departments. This will
also boost knowledge creation in an
academic sense. Border area studies
could be amandatory subject for students
appearing for competitive examinations
of the UPSC.

Mandatory service in border regions
for IAS/ IPS : Spending at least two years
inany of the border areas should be made
mandatory for all IAS/IPS officers from
otherstates. This will provide them an op-
portunity for experiential learning about
these regions.

Mandatory sister-school/college link-
age: School-level learning leaves a deep
impact on people’s lives. Let one school
from every district in non-border areas
enter into asister-institution relationship
with a school from a border area. Let
the two then collaborate on a variety
of projects.

Celebrating freedom fighters and
other heroes from border areas: Our
border areas, especially from the North-
east, have produced many heroes who
were freedom fighters, litterateurs, artists
and thinkers. From Lachit Borphukan to
Bhupen Hazarika, from freedom fighters
like Moji Riba of Arunachal Pradesh and
Lokpriya Gopinath Bordoloi of Assam to
Rani Gaidinliu of Nagaland, there are
‘many whose biographies could inspire
people from all parts of the country. Cel
ebratinganniversaries of such heroes na-
tionally would help weave a common
national ethos.

The writer is a national executive
committee member of the BJP

spheres.

Trump has said that he will

Centre for Nonviolence and Peace Studies,
OP Jindal Global University

Behind success of Heated
Rivalry’, afantasy of reciprocity

ATELAST year, my Instagram feed was flooded with

editsofllyaRozanovand Shane Hollander. T was curi-

ouswhy a Canadian gay hockey romance had the in-

ternetinachokehold. So when Heated Rivalry made
ittoIndialast week, Istarted the show onawhim.

Heated Rivalry follows Hollander and Rozanov, two profes-

sional hockey stars who begin a secret relationship that spans

AnusreeKC nearly a decade, while playing for rival teams. A gay sports ro-
mance adapted from Rachel Reid’s Game Changer series, it has
become one of the biggest television events of the year.

The question everyone keeps asking and the one in my own
head, is: Why are women — straight women —so obsessed wﬂh
thisshow? Tt neword. Yearning. Tt
about’ ii nerrefuseto
admit it for as long as humanly possible. The push and pull. The
almost-moments, The things left unsaid. It is the engine of ro-
mantic fiction.

‘What the show does is take that engine and put it in a body
that few, if any, imagined containing it. Hol!ander and Rozanov
arenotmeanttc y indus-
trythat: Hockey, turnsoutto
beagenius container, if you think about it The rink
isaclosed world. It hasits own rules, hierarchy and language. Ro-
zanovand Hollander cannot simply be who they are. They have
o’ be ‘what the game expects of them. And that gap between the

d ylives.

Their love story is free from certain heteronormative tropes
thatusuallyt male- There
is no easy fallback into gendered expectations. Both men must

a ir fear; both must i Th i labour

" isshared. The desire is mutual, non-hierarchical.
What straight For many straight women, it is cathartic to watch two men

womenare learnthel. feeling. They
respondmg to, theyworkon honesty Emononal vulnerablhtynevergoes outof
ultimately, is style. Itis about unarmoured. The show
27 offers a fantasy of reciprocity that many straight women desire
not thefactthat . want from their, partners.
thisisa ‘gay’ In the Indian context, this deepens the resonance. We area
love story.Itis culture where loveis su]l most often negotiated through family
the fact that structures, aFrecnonm itescrutiny,and
- hy i i i remain
thisisalove fraught. The recent wave of mainstream web series or movies in
story about two I.ndla featuring queer characters has often oscillated between
peoplewho dcaution. Heated Rivalry as
have been told. a“social issue” bu(asanepxcemuuonalsaga

N d Whatstraight isnotthe

inahundred  factthat thisisa “gay” love story. It is the fact that this is alove

different ways,  storyabout two peoplewho have been told, in myriad ways, that

thatwho mey whothey ient. Watchin rther
arels anyway isnotanichy ience. Thatisth ythereis.

inconvenient The writer i journalist, The Ind

anusree.kc@expressindia.com
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Olof Palme shot dead]
Natiomal alert declared in im‘nlrnr

[T p——

Swedish PM shotdead

THESWEDISH Olof Palme,
59 was: assassmated A natmnal alert was
declared

shocked bystanders openly wept in the city
centre street where Palme was gunned

pmducuon all round would keep the mﬂa-
tionary within mits.
In the last few years, when the deficit was
large, inflation had b control.

members of his party would not be sub-
jected to tharough checks by US Customs.
There was no explanation offered for such

“The budget pulsates with the aspirations
of the people and we have committed our-
selves totheir service,” Singh said. During

» Lisbet, the poli cordoned
cityand
one leaving portsandairports. The police

said they had noimmediate cluesastothe

ff parts of the
heck: -

session of Parliament, the gov-
ernment will come forward with a policy
paper on administered prices.

Doordarshan pulls film

DOORDARSHAN HAS done it again. After

giving much publicity to the telecasting of
New Delhi Times, amovie acclaimed forits
exposure of the nexus between politicians

THE DEFICIT of Rs 3,650 crore in the budget
for1986 87 will no!agglavale mlla!lumn

Bringing in more than $10,000in cashinto
the US without declaration is a felony. Justa
few hours earlier, Larry Speakes, White

y, the Union Fi VP
Singh, said in New Delhi. He sald rhanhe
yancyin

epaper.indianexpres&oom-. .

had statedthatasa
ges(ureof courtesy, the White House had
decided that the former president and 20

identity of the killer or his motive, although 5 and criminals, Doordarshan seems to have

there was noindication so far thatit might Currencyon Marcos’ splane suddenly developed cold feet. Much to the

have been politically motivated. The palice TWENTY-TWO crates of laredr of viewers, D

have mounted the: Iargest manhunl ever Phlhppmecurrencvvalued at$1, 179 000 announced achangeinits plansand tele-

seenin th Y inone of faregular ffice hit, Shar-
the planes carrvmg the former president, milee, instead of New Delhi Times. Though

VPSinghondeficit Ferdinand Marcos's, party into Hawaii. noreason for the sudden cancellation of

theall-India premiere was given, it is be-
lieved that “high officials” in the govern-
mentand Doordarshan felt that the movie
wastoo controversial. The director of the
film, Ramesh Sharma, told Indian Express
that he was taken by surprise.
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conflict that could unravel the global
order into chaos and anarchy.

— Sri Lanka Guardian

THE INDIAN EXPRESS

Theldeas Page

MONDAY, MARCH 2,2026

READ. THINK. SHARE.
Scan the QR code to
explore curated
editorials and opinions
from leading voices

9

Al anxiety can turn into an advantage
for Atmanirbhar India

o)
P

FROMPLATETOPLOUGH
BY ASHOK GULATI

OTWITHSTANDING THE
“robodog” goof-up by Galgo-
tias University at the Al Im-
pactSummit orthe “shirtless™
demonstration by some mis-

guided youths, the conference was success-
fulinraising awarenessof Alamongst young
Indians. The factthat 91countries and inter-
national organisations have endorsed the
Delhi Declaration forthe use of Al fortheglo-
bal good, sarvajana hitaya and sarvajana
sukhaya (welfare for all and happiness for
all), speaks to its success.
Three fundamental issues were dis-
interestand concern: Will
Allead to faster growth? Will it create more
jobs or take away jobs? Will its benefits be
equally distributed?
T o

the arrival of Al in the job market to a tsu-
nami. She estimates that 40 per cent of jobs
are likely to be hit in emerging economies,
whilethis figurecantouch 60 percentinad-

firstques- anced ies. That’sscary. But Mukesh
tionwere positi thatit  Ambani, chai and director
of R hassaid that therewill

will

erall deve Many
have said thal humanity is leelym leapfrog
in
gowth Ius amoment mh:smry mm anin-
ahockeyst QOver
thenextdecade, [hETE is! hkelymbeexploslve
growthinAlL

not be job losses in the Indian industry asa
result ofthe induction of AL My take on this
is that similar fears were expressed in India
when, inthelate 1980s, the then prime min-
isterof India, RajivGandhi, introduced com-

Lngof nearlyallsectors. Callitthe “process: of
creative destruction”, based on the work of
Joseph! Schumpe(er (1942). Thosewho want
toremainin 1©SS-aS-1

puters. inbanks, railways, and
many other sectors went on strike, fearing
thattheywouldlose theirjobs, and

Hin:
LLUSTRATION.CRSASKUNAR

pands, creating new jobs that demand
higher skills; these jobs also pay more. Most
are better off as aj (esult There are always
term, who

cines during the Covid pandemic,the in-
novative technology of UPL or the landing
of ISRO’s Chandrayaan-3 on the Moon’s
South Pole, India has demonstrated an
ability to derive the maximum out of tech-
nology. It can emerge as the third global
power in Al after the US and China, and
use Lhe technology for global good.
that

ofATar
and top industrialists in India have prom-
ised to pitch in. My reading is that India is
atleast five years behind the US and China,
which are already in the race to develop Al
in humanoids. Will India catch up with
themand co-lead this race? One cannot af-
firm that today. But the Al Tmpact Summit
definitely aroused a lot of curiosity and
thinking, and led toa re-chalking of invest-
ment plans. Now isthe timetocreateacon-
ducive policy environment. Regulatory is-
sues, data ownership and equity are all
butwe need India

Somethingis
amiss in India’s
debt market &it’s
vet to take stock

'S THE Indian debt market pricing risk accurately? Con-
sider the scenario. Over the past year, while short-term
interest rates have fallen, long-term central government
bond yields have been almost flat. In contrast, borrow-
ing costs for states have risen sharply. State govern-
ments are now, in fact, paying as much as AAA rated corpor-
ates. This, however, isn't the only quirk. Home-loan
bor are barely paying a higher rate than governments.

is not left behind to remain a mere user of
Chinese or American AL It must aim for its
own models, its own apps, and only then
can itclaim to be “atmanirbhar” (self-re-
liant) in this brave new world of AL

Imust thank Lhe CEOuf ‘the AISummit,

cannot ride the wave of new

skill
or the state needs to minimise the pain of
thosewhostand to lose out.

The next question is that of equity.
Who will gain and who will lose? The early
starters will gain first, and that may in-
crease inequality in the short run. This
could also be because only very few coun-
tries can afford the massive investments

that are needed to develop Al as

being left far behind. Very soon, Al will be
used acrossthe g]obe thewaythei mtemeus

being used today, raising ity and
savingtime.

But the biggest debate about Al is if the

ploces ofcreanvedesl.mcuon WLIl leadto

ort “Al
forAlI" prepared by BCGandsupported by
Prosus under the stewardship of R Chan-
drashekhax Thad the privilege to co-chair
the Ittried

with a critical question: What will Indian
farmers and the country’s agriculture gain
from AI? Since agriculture employs
4epercentofIndia’s workforce, thereisal-
waysaconcern that Alapplications will dis-
placealot of labour. Let me say very briefly
that AT will beused in India’s agri-food sys-
tem, notjust in precision agriculture at the
production stage, but also at the

stage too.

they oppnsed and resisted the in- Every new lechnology well as meet its energy require-

Itishard demolishes the old one and ments. But as with many other
toeven thmktoday of banks run- sivedis ion,br technologies, cheaper options
ningwithouttheuseof computers. Cre?tes m.ass‘ve 3}'“pu°n' Ut are likely to be soon,
This is wher ’s “pro- gives higher efficiency and and their use will expand expo-
cess of creative destruction” issa-  growth. Asaresult,thesizeof  nentially, benefitting most

lient. Every newtechnology demol-
ishes the old one and creates

the economy expands, creating
new jobs that demand higher

people in turn. India’s com-
parative advantage is in finding
low-cost solutions that the Glo-

IMF  massive djsrupnon but gives
rKri: eorgievahas  higher: and growth. Asa
he risk of j likened  result, th f the economy ex-

skills; thesejobs also pay more

bal South can afford and use ata
mass scale. Be it the case of vac-

Already, many players are usmg it, and the

Something seems amiss.

Let’s take a step back. In February 2025, the RBI's Monet-
ary Policy Committee began to cut interest rates. By the end
of the year, the repo rate had fallen by 125 basis points — from
6.5 per cent to 5.25 per cent. This reflects in the shorter-term
borrowing rates. In January 2025, just before the MPC cut
rates, the 91-day Tbill yield was hovering around 6.54 per
cent. By February this year, it had fallen to 5.28 per cent.

Long-term rates have, however, remained elevated. The
10-year GSecyield, which was around 6.7 per cent in January
last year, and had declined to 6.16 per cent in May, rose there-
after. In February this year, yields have been hovering just
shy of 6.7 per cent. This period has also seen the central bank
actively intervening in the market through open-market
operations to boost liquidity and prevent yields from
hardening further.

There are several possible explanations for why the yield
curve has steepened. The huge supply of government paper
— the Centre has already budgeted to borrow Rs 17.2 lakh
crore in 2026-27 — is putting upward pressure on yields.
There may also be concerns over the government’s revenues
which could have raised expectations of higher borrowings.

areth higher ion.

government is also d
whereitwill be used. Thedawn of anew era
inagriculture is near.

The writer is distinguished professor at ICRIER.
Views are personal

LETTERS
To THE EDITOR

War in West Asia

THE REPORTED killing of Aya-
tollah Ali Khamenei marks a dan-
gerous rupture that could harden
positions rather than resolve
grievances (‘“War widens: US and
Israel strike Iran which hits na-
tions across Middle East’, IE,
March1). Leadership decapita-
tionis often framed as decisive,
yet history shows it can unleash
unpredictable retaliation,
factional struggles and wider re-
gional spillover. With missiles
crossing borders and airspace
shutting down, the costs areal-
ready visible in disrupted energy
flows, shaken markets and
anxious diaspora communities.
ForIndia, prudence demands ac-
tive backchannel diplomacy,
contingency planning forevacu-
ations and fuel supplies, and co-
ordination with partnersto press
for deescalation.

PARTHA SINHA

LANGUAGE, WE are told, reflects reality.
This is one of those statements that
sounds profound until you spend five
LinkedIn. L not
reflect reality. It edits it. Sometimes gen-
tly, sometimes with the enthusiasm of a
PR team armed with adjectives. Words are
social agreements about what we will
name honestly and what we will dress up
before letting it step outside. Invented
words are the most revealing of all. They
arrive exactly when older words begin to
feel rude. Or morally awkward. When say-
ing the thing plainly threatens to make
everyone in the room uncomfortable.
‘Take the word humbling, Inits earlier
incarnation, to be humbled meant to be
brought down a notch or three. History
did it. Failure did it. Occasionally, reality
didit. Today, humbling has found a more
glamorous calling. It now appears reliably
at moments of triumph, usually under

K Chi Kumar,

THE ESCALATION of conflict
between the US, Israel, and Iran
(‘Warwidens: US and Israel
strike Iran which hits nations
across Middle East’, IE, March 1)
isdeeply unsettling. The shift
from localised skirmishes to
broad regional strikes marksa
dangerous “widening” of the
war that threatens global stabil-
ity and countless civilian lives.
‘What is particularly concerning
isthe disruption to international
corridors, evidenced by the
grounding of Indian flights and
thetightening of Delhi’s “diplo-
‘matic tightrope”.

Ansh Dubey, Indore

Kejriwal verdict

THE COURT has no hesitationin
holding that the material placed
onrecord does not disclose even
aprima facie case, muchless any
grave suspicion, against any of
the accused persons (‘Verdicts
vindicate Kejriwal, and due pro-
cess, [E, February 28). Finding
“no overarching conspiracy or
criminal intent” behind the
excise policy, the CBI attempted
to construct a narrative of
conspiracy “based on cou)ec[ure

featuring award
a carefully practised expression of acci-
dental success. “Feeling humbled to re-
ceive this honour,” the caption reads. The
photograph, meanwhile, tells a more de-
tailed story. Professional lighting.

You say it best when you
say nothing atall

tional hygiene. A term emptied of its orig-
inal meaning and refilled with moral com-
fort. Ambition, once naked and vaguely

embarrassing, is now deodorised.
Corporate language has been running
this playbook for decades. Consider the
disappearance of the “back office”. The
phrase camed toomuch anthxopology bis
isibility. Labour

ployees. They are partners. Their lack of se-
curity becomes flexibility. Their exposure
toriskis reframed as freedom. What would
once have been called exploitation isrede-

In companson ylelds on state bonds, WhACh are con-
idered ign, have Forin-
stance, between January 2025 and February 2026, the yield
on10-year Gujarat government bonds has risen from 7.02 per
cent to 7.38 per cent,
while that on Tamil Nadu
bonds has risen from 713
percent to7.52 percent.
This surge — which
raises the spread over
Gsecs — could be due to
many reasons. One, the
sharp increase in state
borrowings, which
comes amidst growing
concerns over fiscal
stress as several govern-
ments pivot towards
populist policies such as
cash transfers. In 2025-
26, state-government
borrowings have been es-
timated at Rs 12.45 lakh

scribed as lifestyle. L heticises
theimbalance.

Culture mirrors the same instinct.
Adulnng isa wurd that pretends to cel

without applause. So it had to go. In its
place arrived the global capability centre,
atermsooptimistic it soundslike a Davos
breakout session. AGCC does not exist be-
cause labour is cheaper. It exists because
“capability is global”. It does not process
payroll. It “builds value”. It does not sup-
port the business. It “partners” it. The
work remains exactly the same, but the
language performs a small miracle. Dig-
nity is redistributed without touching the
balance sheet.

Layoffs follow the same script. Com-
panies no longer fire people. They “right-
size”. Or worse, they undertake “work-
force optimisation”. No one loses a job.
Roles are “impacted”. This is language
doing emotional damage control. The

passive voice steps in to protect the

Strategic angling. Rivals discreetly Compzmjes no longer fire  organisation’s self-image.

cropped out. The genius of hum- people. They ‘rig,htsize’. Start-ups, meanwhile, have elev-
bling lies in its efficiency. It allows Oi'worss, theyundeitake ated invented words to an art form.
achievement to announce itself 2o, Y. ... Failureis not failure. It s pivoting, a
while pretending to apologise for  Workforceoptimisation’  word borrowed from sport to suggest

the inconvenience. Success be-
comes something that happened to
you. You didn’t chase it, plan it, or

Nooneloses ajob. Roles
are ‘impacted’. Thisis

athletic agility. Losses are called burn,
a term that sounds energetic, alnmst
heroic. A without

want it very badly. It arrived. Like language domg emotional not broken. It is pre-revenue. Even
grace. Or good weather. damage control precarity has learned to speak
This is not humility. It is reputa- — fluently. Gig workers are not em-

oility while I
tations. Itt

crore. Whilet number for 2026-27 is not yet avail-
able —several states are yet to present their budgets — higher
redemptions are tokeep borrowings el d over
the coming years as per CareEdge Ratings. Markets are there-
fore worried about absorbing this increase in state paper.

casional performance rather than a socla.l
baseline. Self-care, once a language of re-
pair, has also expanded its brief. It now fre-
quently functions as alanguage of exemp-
tion. Sometimes this is necessary. Often it
issimply convenient.

What unites all these invented words
is not dishonesty in the crude sense. It is
something more collaborative. A shared
agreement to soften reality so modern life
remains tolerable. Swiss linguist Ferdi-
nand de Saussure told us that the relation-
ship between words and meaning is arbi-
trary. Our age has taken that insight and
turned it intoalifestyle choice. We invent
words not because reality has changed,
but because our tolerance for naming it
plainly has thinned. Invented words
allow ambition to coexist with virtue, in-
equality with optimism, and anxiety with
aesthetics. They are the linguistic equiv-
alentof soft lighting and flattering angles.

Their real power is not that they fool
others. It is that they allow us to recognise
ourselves in the mirror without flinching.
Which is why we keep inventing them.
Reality, after all, has terrible manners.

The writer is a senior advisory professional

, the RBI's o ket operations do not involve
state bonds. And liquidity does matter. Though perhaps this
does suggest that state borrowing costs are more market-de-
termined and better reflect the supply-demand dynamics.

But this has meant that state bond yields are now com-
parable to corporate bonds. In January 2025, the AAA 10-year
corporate bond yield was hovering around 7.44 per cent. A
year later, in February, it is averaging roughly 7.48 per cent
(data source: ICRA). This raises the question: Has the credit
risk premium — the additional yield that investors demand
for holding non-sovereign bonds where there is the possibil-
ity of default — disappeared? To put it differently, is the mar-
ket now considering corporate bonds as safe as state debt?

That is not all. The interest rate on home loans for high-
quality borrowers is only slightly higher than that of govern-
ment bonds — the yield on a 20-year UP bond is just under
7.70 per cent. What this essentially means is that banks are
not charging a sizeable spread for lending to individual bor-
rowers. In other words, they are not demanding higher re-
turns for holding a less liquid security — although with col-
lateral — but one which should have a higher probability
of default.

So what is the market signalling? Has the risk perception
of state bonds increased while that of private entities de-
clined? Or, is it a matter of liquidity and differentiated mar-
kets? Or, is risk being mispriced at the long end of the yield
curveand/or at the credit level?

The writer is associate editor, The Indian Express.
ishan.bakshi@expressindia.com

£ \ i)
ABUMOUNIR

HAVING SPENT the first 15 years of my life
in a tea estate, I never quite knew what a
neighbour was. We lived in a cosy. tin-
roofed cottage with a huge compound sur-
rounded by rows of lush green tea bushes,
which were shaded by the comforting

rather than con

of ing siris trees. The ser-

Thedischarge of AAP leader
and former Delhi CM Arvind
Kejriwal and 22 others has lent
credencetocharges of govern-
ment-run campaigns against
opposition leaders.

88 Paul, Nadia

enity of the ambience was broken only by
the muffled, rhythmic thumping and
churning of the CTC machines in the tea
factory. There were people around — the
gardeners, watchmen, tea leaf pluckers, but
no nelghbou.rs Anyone familiar with the

tureofa

will understand.

Strangers to neighbours, thanks to WhatsApp

In the early 1980s, we settled into our
new house in Siliguri. It was a smal] com-
witha mixed fa
lakh, maybe a little more, thriving on the
three Ts: Tea, Timber, and Tourists. The
neighbourhood (or para in Bengali) had a
sleepy ambience. Almost everyone knew
everyone. Every house had a
patch of land in front where

necessity,and All India Radio, Siliguri, was
ouronly connection to the world.
Every evening, people took their even-

quaintances. Loud and friendly chat(er
turned into polite

gardemng. while others take care of the
of the complex. A housing

circumstances led us to a gated complex.

ing strolls in Lhe hood lanes,

prepared ourselves for our futurein
hi dindif-

committee of sorts has became our social
platform. And Wha(sApp playsa blg role
in our sociz

someti witha
toddlerwhose curious eyes looked around.
People nodded ateach other, laughed and

talked dedly, not

ferent, with daily life reduced to procedural
routines. Thxs apprehension led to asense
of ip with our nei

withholding personal

brightly coloured flowers en- WHO'S My queries, Siliguri wasn’t ur-
circled the grassy patches, neig l‘lbour banised enough at the
often with a tiny kitchen = time for people to talk
garden in the middle. The ViDEAS = without speaking.

walls were low, and neigh-
bours shouted warm greetings to each
other, sometimes sharing news of the
weather or cricket scores from radio com-
mentaries. There was no TV, only a mod-
estly laid out local Bengali newspaper.
Landline phones were seen only as a

Come the 1990s,24-
hour TV sent lifestyles haywire. Life
sneaked indoors from the world outside.
Neighboursseldomvisited each other, and
nearly a decade later, the i mtemet and so-

driven more by circumstances than choice.

Sixmonths later, one of our new neigh-
bours, a 54-year-old teacher, suffered a
stroke. In a rare show of solidarity, all
apartment owners rushed to help. Every-
one did whatever they could to extend
their support. This incident changed our
lives, and what followed was nothing we
remotely expected.

Now, we socialise daily, chatting, play-

cialmedialed tothe ulti: the
para-life. Neighbours now became ac-

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

ing i while the kids cycle on
the driveways. Some take an interest in

pointouta pmblem,or Lhey could be t:af
fic alerts — “Please avoid Station Feeder
Road — huge jam!”

It would be foolish to claim that the
bond among residents is intimate. The
bonhomie does not reach personal, let
alone intimate, levels. But it is the feeling
of belonging to a shared space that makes
life in our gated community so unique. In
this age of social alienation and isolation,
this is more than one could ask.

The writer heads the Department of
Mass Communication and Journalism,

Siliguri College
Tl B
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Iran agreed to
unprecedented
terms. But Trump
had to save face

EXPERTEXPLAINS
BY BASHIR ALIABBAS

SENIOR RESEARCH ASSOCIATE, COUNCIL FOR
STRATEGIC AND DEFENSE RESEARCH, NEW DELHI

| IRANIAN MISSILERANGE
[ / Short-rang
/ missiles
« TURKEY j433miles
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ARABIA

Medl;lxm—ram W US.basesor
missiles siteswith recent
1,240 miles U.S. military
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ESTIMATES FO! ES ARE SHOWN.
‘SOURCE: CSIS MISSILE DEFENSE PROJECT, THE NEW YORK TIMES

JOINTISRAELI and US air and missile strikes on Tehran
have killed Ali Khamenei, Iran’s Supreme Leader of 37
years. These strikes were part of a larger aerial attack
across Iran’s centres of military and political power,
which have also killed its other top defence officials.
Despite this, Iran has targeted US bases in every Gulf
country as part of asustained region-wide retaliation.
Why couldn’t this expanding conflict be prevented?

Commitment trap

Unlike in June 2025, the key difference is that the cur-
rentwar hasarguably broken out due to a breakthrough
in US-Iran talks — not a breakdown.

This was evident in that Oman, which holds
discretion in high regard as a serious mediator, broke all
precedent on February 28 by making public the details of
the US-Iran negotiations. This included Iran agreeing to
zero stockpiling of nuclear material, down-blendingits
existing 60% enriched stockpile toirreversible fuel, and
allowing US inspectors access to its nuclear sites. It said
that the Barack Obama-eraIran nuclear deal (which US
President Donald Trump has sought to outdo) did not
contain such extensive Iranian commitments, making it
asignificantly better deal for the US.

Muscat was evidently aware of Washington’s plan to
attackIran, reflecting that the White House was operat-
ingasifinacommitment trap. For Trump, even adeal
with such unprecedented terms would not allow him to
save face. This led to an attack without guarantees of
meeting the strategic objective of “regime change”.

In June 2025, Washington wan(ed lhe destruction of
Iran’snuclear Desg oflIrancon-
tinuing to retain 60% enriched uranium, the US could still
use the significant damage at Fordow tomaintain thatthe
Iranian nuclear p . Now, the
UScited the need toaid regime change, saying that the la-
test round of negotiations did not yield an agreement.

‘While Trump cansstill claim victory with Khamenei’s
death, the regime surviving with new — though transi-
tional — ip will be evi e of its resili It
will represent change within the system, not of the sys-
tem. Rather, Tehran has significantly fewer reasons to
show restraint and more to follow through with its threat
of massive retaliation.

Punishment as strategy

Thelranian threat was intended to deter the US
attack. It could not afford to replicate its strategy from
June 2025, when it retaliated symbolically to US strikes
onits nuclear sites by targeting an air base in Qatar.
Washington was likely aware of this predicament. Given
Trump’s fresh need fora decisive win, besides the ml]l*

waters: What next for Iran

-
SHUBHAJIT Roy

FOR 45 of the Islamic Republic of Iran’s 47
yearsin existence, Ali Khamenei held near-
absolute power over the arc of its internal

politics. O asnewsof
the Supreme Leader’s death in an airstrike
trickled in, the Iranian regime found itself
facing an unprecedented situation.

In geopolitics, there are decades when
weeks happen and weeks when decades
happen. The seismic killing shows that
therearealso hourswhen decades happen.

As fighting continues between Iranian
forces and the US-Israel alliance, what's next
for Tehran, the region, the world and India?

Therise of Khamenei
Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ruhollah
Khomeini, who led the Iranian Revolution

that ahlavis, founded

Republicin 1979. Twoyearslater, AliKhame-
nei became Iran’s President. F

Thy ime is already taki; - therin
sure the first scenario goes through. Tehran on Sunday

Khomeini asSupreme Leader in1989.

Externally, Ayatollah Khamenei turned
the theocratic state into a powerful player
and an arch foe of US and Israel, setting up
anetwork of proxies across the region —
The Axis of Resistance.

Under his watch, the Iranian regime be-
came more powerful than ever, with in-

andamuscle-fl
m:.htary in the form of the Islamic Revol»
utionary Guard Corps (IRGC). The US re-
sponded with sanctions that triggered
widespread economic distress.

Internally, Khamenei ruthlessly
crushed dissent, beit from the political op-
position, civil society or the common
people. The most recent example of this
wasseen in December and January, during
some of Iran’s biggest protests.

A month later, as Khamenei lay dead,
Iranian streets reflected cumrasung
images. Social media
tions on the streets in Isfahan, Tehran and
Shiraz. And state-run TV displayed images
of people mourning and weeping.

What happens now in Iran?
Besides Khamenei and some members

of his family, including his daughter, son-

in-law and senior of

1ber body of clerics, the As-  afterstate TV
sembly of Experts, will pick Khamenei'’s {the

has left Iran facing an uncertain

from the Iranian military or clergy ora mix
of both. An external player, like the exiled
Prince Reza Pahlavi, is an unlikely choice
and will lack legitil

successor (see box for the frontrunners).  death of Iranian

Until it chooses aname, the rcgnme hasan-  Supreme Leader
ingthe  Ayatollah Ali

President thatwill oversee thetransition. ~ Khamenei.

Amilitary takeover

In the three scenarios outlined before,
the second one is a possible military take-
over. The IRGC hasemerged asthelynchpin
for protecting the interests of the regime.
’[’he Revolunonary Guard, along wuh the

ilitary, hasbeeni in
putting down protests. Appointing a figure
associated wuh the Iranian military could

a ion
order and ensure the regime’s survival.

Inthatcase, former speaker Ali Larijani
isa possible contender (see box).

An IRGC takeover would be a formal
shakedown of the arrangement that had
existed: smce the I.mn Iraqwarm the1980s.
Buti leader-
ship has hit its credibility.

Is a regime change possible?

‘Thethird scenario, aregime collapse, is
a key objective for the Donald Trump ad-
ministration, one g]eefully anticipated by
thel: raeh

India’s

the Iranian regime have also been killed.
The state-run IRNA news agency an-
nounced the death of Maj Gen

But: i from 30,000
feet is easy, toppling a regime xs not — es-

challenge

Pakpour, who took over as the IRGC’s top
commander after Israel killed its previous
commander in the 12-day war last June.
Also killed was Ali Shamkhani, who has
longbeen atop security adviser toKhame-
nei, IRNA said.

But replacing Khamenei is something
theregime has been preparing for for years,
amid reports of the leader’s frail health.

For Iran, there are three possible scen-
arios—continuity in the regime, a military
takeoverand acollapse of the regime, wrote
Suzanne Maloney of Brookings ina Cour-
cil on Foreign Relations report.

peciallyin ywithahuge land:
Iran is almost half of India’s size but has

1/15th of its population. afterthe

Indiawill have to
thinkofaPlanB

The tensions in the region

Iranhasattacked US bases in at least six
countries — Qatar, Bahrain, UAE, Kuwait,
Saudi Arabiaand Jordan. TheIraniansare
also targeting some civilian areas in the
UAE wherethey believe American soldiers
and officials live and work.

The widening of the theatre of conflict
has plunged the Gulf and the Middle East
into uncertainty. So high have tensions
been that even Saudi Arabia and the UAE

future, and the world holding its
breath over the expanding conflict

»Thesuccessionrace

Thi ber transitional il
® Ayatollah Alireza Arafi, member of a
powerful constitutional watchdog

© President Masoud Pezeshkian

® Supreme Court Chief Justice Gholam-
Hossein Mohseni-Ejei

Assembly of Experts
® 88-member body of clerics to pick Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei’s successor

Thecontenders
Hojjat-ol-Eslam Mohsen Qomi, a key adviser
inKhameneis office
Ayatollah Mohsen Araki, a long-time member
of the Assembly of Experts
Ayatollah Gholam Hossein Mohseni Ejei,
the head of Iran's judiciary
Avyatollah Hashem Hosseini Bushehri, the
Qom Friday prayer leader
Hassan Khomeini, the grandson of the

i ic's founder, as he had
infor Khameneiatanimportantevent
Mojtaba Khamenei, the son of Khamenei. The
slainleader had, however, ruled him out earlier
Ali Larijani, former Speaker of the Parliament,
Secretary of National Security Council, and a
key confidante of Khamenei. The dark horse

selves forced tounblock thestrait. This con-
flicthasbeen brewing fordecades, buta full-
scalewarand an unstable Iran is asituation
no country in the world is prepared for. Eu-

arfor years
now, and the Afghanistan-Pakistan theatre
has also been active with attacks and

appearto fstrain.  col ks. In sucha scenario, the war
Saudi Crown Prince binSal- intheMiddleE: the
man Saturday pledged support to UAE’s World as countries ].|.ke the UAE, Qatarand
ruler Mohamed bin Zayed. natic

There are also reports suggesting that
Trump was persuaded to target Iran’s re-
gime and the top brass, by two unlikely
allies —Israel and Saudi Arabia.

The fact that the Iranian Supreme
leader’s whereabouts and confirmation of
his death came in quickly couldn’t have
happened without on-ground complicity
from Tehran. That could mean that the re-
gional players have had some role or moles
inthe Iranian system.

So far, Iran has carefully targeted mili-
tary bases and civilian areas to intimidate
regional partners who have given space to
American military equij and person-

patsthan their local population.

ImpactonIndia
India has about nine million diaspora
spread across the Gulf and Middle East.
‘Theirsafety has been the cornerstone of In-
dia’s diaspora diplomacy in the last three
decades, when the population of the Indian

ityin these countries h

These blue-collar workers are the sole
breadwinners for many families in Kerala,
UP, Bengal, Bihar,and Odisha—and arethe
biggest remittance senders to India. Esti-
thatoverathird of India’s re-
from the Middle Eastand

nel. Tehran's best bet is dragging out the
war for weeks, and hoping that regional
players come together for a ceasefire. The

For the common people to overpower
theIranian military, the IRGC and the Basij,
they willneed arms as well aslogistical sup- .
port. That would also mean deploying

Lﬁadc;'s killing.

regional rivals ld not want tojeopardise
the security of their own population.

The consequences for the world
Iran’s most effective weapon is not even:
aweapon. Itis the Strait of Hormuz, a21-km
wide chokepoint through which about 20%
of the global oil supply passes. It is not clear

boots onthe ground. Thisisastrategiccall New Delhi’s
that Trump hasto take while balancing the diplomatic
demands of his MAGA base. abilities will be
Eveniftheregime collapses, the US will tested as it
haveto come up witha planto h: M the
one to lead the new regime. For that, they 24 .
current turmoil.

would need someone who is acceptable to

the regime — eithera faction

ifTran itdown, butanysuch
‘move would jeopardise the energy security
of many countri world.

the Gulf countries — the number is some-
where around 38% of India’s remittances.

The other strategic impact is the blow
to India’s energy security that can be the
casualty of a prolonged conflict —as al-
most 60% of India’s energy imports come
from the region, which include about 50%
of oil imports and 70% of LNG imports.

Any disruption in the energy supply
chain would be catastrophic for India’s
economy, especially at a time when India
hasbeen barred from buying oil from Rus-
sia, under threat of Tmmp tariffs. Thns puvs
Indiainadi and

Now, American fleets may find them-

difficult, if not precarious, situation.

Disruption at Strait of Hormuz: India covered, for now

SUKALP SHARMA

THE EVER-WIDENING conflict involving
Iran, USandIsrael hasseverely disrupted oil
and gas flows through the Straitof Hormuz
—acritical artery for global energy supply.

After Israel and the US launched mili-
tary strikesin Iran, Tehran retaliated by tar-
geting other Gulf countries that house
American military interests.

Late Saturday, Iran’s Islamic Revcl-
utionary Guards Corps (IRGC)t
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messages to vessels saying that the strait
hadt losed. There fficial dec-

IONS FROM FEB 1 TOFEBT5.
SOURCES: THENEWVORKHMES KPLER, MARINE REGIONS, FLANDERS MARINE INSTITUTE.

tary build-up, the US strik 1d nolonger

Now, the US would need to attempt to draw maximum
gains through airpower alone, since boots on the ground
remained a non-option. So, Washington began preparing
forIran’s massiveretaliation: the USS Gerald R. Ford car-
rierstrike group parked itself next to Israel —not Iran —
since Washington knew that Tehran would strike Israel
inresponse. However, Iran’s retaliation has incorporated
both the use of missile/drone barrages to cause signifi-
cant damage to aset of targets across the Gulfregion, tar-
geting both military and civilian sites.

The IRGC announced a halt to oil tankers passing
through the Strait of Hormuz, affecting 20% of global oil
trade. This reflects Iran’s desire to impose costs notonly on
the US and Israel, but also on Washington’s regional allies.

The US-Israeli attacks have also not brought forth or-
ganised coherent Iranian opposition, which can fight
and replace the well-entrenched regime. Thisisin line
with past precedent. Moreover, striking civilian areas in
Iran complicates the prospects of Trump'’s call for
systemic change. The war’s continuation increases the
costs significantly for the US and tests Iran’s capacities.
Butgiven onlyIranis fighting for survival, it has far
greater stakes and thus more incentive to continue
attacks until Washington backs down.

laration to this effect from Tehran.

Whether or not Iran is blocking the
Strait, alarge number of trading houses, in-
surers and vessels have suspended ship-
ments through the maritime passage. Ac-
cording to reports, hundreds of tankers
have dropped anchor in open Gulf waters.

Suspension or heavy curtailment of oil
and gas flows through the Strait is bound
to have implications for the global energy
markets, including India, which depends
on the waterway for receiving a bulk of its
oil and gas imports.

The impact will worsen with the dur-
ation of the disruption, though experts be-
lieve it won't be a protracted one.

According to industry insiders and ex-
perts, India is well positioned to stave offa
major short-term supply shock when it
comes to oil imports as it has alternative
sources. !( will, however, have to pay higher

India'sdependenceon theStraitof Hormuz  Disruption

is relatively higher than oil, the challenge unlikelyto
could be greater — securing supplies while y

also payinga higher price forimports. last Iong
India’s near-term options "ul'[l"alvsls believea

— roughly 2.5-2.7 million barrels per day
(bpd) — pass through thesstrait from coun-
tries such as Iraq, Saudi Arabia, the UAE
and Kuwait,

India is the world’s third largest con-
sumer of crude oil withan import depend-
ency level of over 88%. The majority of the
country’s gas consumption is also met
through imports, and oil and gas supplies
from West Asia are critical for India.

Indian refiners already have crude in-
ventories of over10 days, along with around
aweek’s worth of fuel stocks. To cover any
potential shortfall inimport volumes, India
could draw on its strategic petroleum re-
serves, accelerate spot procurement from
non-Hormuz regions, and deepen supply
contracts with alternative suppliers.

Diversification options include in-
creased sourcing from Russia, the US, West
Africa, and Latin America. Moreover, there
3 A A . —

in the Indian Ocean and Arabian Sea re-

gion, i i in floati

Tms volume buud -upwasaresultof Indian
reducingtheirintake

ofRussian crude.
“In i Easternim-

‘The Strait of Hormuz, the world’s most
important oil transit chokepoint, is a nar-
row waterway between Iran and Oman that
connects the Persian Gulf with the Gulf of

would carry severe
geopolitical conse-

ences and pro-

Oman and the Arabian Sea. u npr
handl 1 fiftl voke a rapid interna-

It handles approximately one-fi h of tional response.lt
global lic and s et

global LNG trade.

Around 15 million barrels of crude pass
through the strait every day. While some
pipelines exist in the Gulf states to bypass
the waterway, their capacity is limited. Even
at full utilisation, nine million barrels per
day (bpd) — or 9% of global demand —

keyallies like China.
@ Ablockade would
alsoinfringe upon
Oman'sterritorial
waters, souring ties

ene sasaresultof Inthe

would riskif the strait

gy
case of liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) and
liquefied natural gas (LNG) imports, where

isclosed, accordingto industry experts. channelfor talks.

Around haif of India’s total oil imports
epaper.indianexpress.com -. .

blockade of the strait

with a neighbour that
servesasakeyback-

ports become constrained orshow signs of
disruption, Indian refiners — potentially
with policy backing — could pivot back to
Russian cargoes relatively quickly. From a
national energy security standpoint, this
flexibility provides India with an additional
buffer against short-term geopolitical
shocks. Overall, while a Strait of Hormuz
disruption would create immediate vola-
tility, India’s diversified sourcing strategy
and the presence of alternative barrels in

country imports 80-85% of its LPG needs,
with the majority sourced from Gulfsup-
pliers and almost entirely transiting Hor-
muz. Unlikecrude, Indiadoes not maintain
strategic LPG reserves of comparable scale,
making LPG flows morelogistically sensitive
inadisruptionscenarioasIndiahas “thinner
structural buffers” when it comes to LPG.

Similarly, around 60% of India’s LNG
imports pass through the strait and, like
LPG, there are no structural buffers in
place. Unlike crude, where enough avail-
ability isthere in the spot market, LPGand
LNG spot cargo availability is thin. The
supply situation for these two fuels might
become challenging for India in the event
of a protracted Hormuz closure.

Likely duration, priceimpact

Astensionsrefused todiedownand the
risk of possible US military strikes and re-
gional conflict became increasingly
credible, benchmark Brent crude prices
ended the week well over $72 per barrel, the
highestsince late July of last year. With the
major escalation in the conflict, the war
premium in oil prices could jump when
markets open after the weekend break.

Every $1 per barrel increase in oil price
could raise India’s oil import bill by $1.8-2
billion on an annualised basis.

Asinthe case of physical oil supply, the
oil price trajectory in the near future would
largely depend on how the conflict shapes
up, and for how long energy flows via Hor-
muz remain suspended or disrupted. In
scenarios of a prolonged regional conflict
and supply disruption from Hormuz, oil
prices could top $100 per barrel.

e the risk of

Whilel to

nearby
supply crisis,” said Sumit Ritolia, Lead Re-
search Analyst, Refining & Modeling at
commodity market analytics firm Kpler.
According to him, LPG imports are the
“bigger vulnerability” for India, as the

close the strait in the past, it has never ac-
tually never doneit. This is because Gulf oil
and gas producers, including Iran, depend
on the passageway for uninterrupted rev-
enues from energy exports.
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Liz Mathew: After 2024, the Congress
has won 99 seats and lost Delhi and
Bihar besides facing a series of
debacles over the past two years.
With another crucial round of
elections approaching, what is your
party's expectation? What is the plan
forKerala?

Like every election this is an important
election for the Congress Party. Yes, we did
not win the elections in Dethi and Bihar re-
cently. The vote share difference was abso-
lutely minimal. But these elections are im-
portant because the southern states forma
largechunkoftheIndiaAlliance. The recent
local body elections in Kerala (where Con-
gress-led UDF won) have indicated which
way the people of Kerala are thinking. It was
big for the Congress. So I believe the elec-
tions are important. The Congress Party is
fully geared up for these polls. We have al-
liance partners and the INDIA Alliance,
overall, will be able to win most of the elec-
tions taking place in April.

Liz Mathew: Arecent key issue inthe
national political scenariois the US-
India trade deal. You had: cnﬁused it,
callingit*® compromlsed

ingthat* Inrlla s
interestand sovereignty”. Why do
you think the government has

with
Indiaand its sovereignty?

Firstof all, it'sa
deal, it’s not }:m ONUPCOMIN
agreement. What
happened with the ELECTION
European Uniondid KERAIA

not create much fu-

rorebecauseitwasa &

consideration that Iseeno LQﬁp ar[y

bothsides wereable I [

to present. Here, oppo. Sll’lgal‘l__\f’[h{l’lg

there have been  that the BJPis doing.

many governments

in this country — They havezero

even non-Congress

governments led by MLASs but want to

Atal Bihari .

Vaipayee, ipDeve  Nelp the LDF remain

Gowda, and Inder . .

KumarGuiral—bur 1 power. It suits the
Hi

o s CM that the PM

e remains. Itsuits the

we are paying 18 per

cent. Theinterestsof PM that [hé’

the farming com- CMremains’

munity have always

been protected.

Mainly because we simply cannot compete
with the billions and trillions of dollars in
subsidiesthat the US and European farmers
receive. That wasared line, which was never
crossed. Unfortunately, now we have given
full access ata higher tariff. Let's not forget
that we were earlier paying a three per cent
tariff, which became 50 per cent, and now it
is18 percent.

‘What has India actually got? We have
agreed to buy $500 billion worth of Ameri-
can goods. In India, cotton farmers and (he
textileing
cause marginsaresothin. TheUSdeal ises-
sentially a mandate on the Indian govern-
ment, tellingus what we can and cannot do.
This economic security has always been
treated as sacrosanct, regardless of which
government hasbeen in power in Delhi. For
the first time, India is beingtold where itcan
and cannot purchaseoiland gas. Thatisun-
acceptable. The Americans did not impose
such conditi ‘hina. here
isIndian farmers’ market accessand there-
duction of non-tariff barriers. Who knows
whether we will now see genetically mod-

d seed: i i i eco-
system? Like we did during the Land Ac-
quisition Act, which they were forced to
withdraw or the three laws against the far-
ming; cummum[y which they had torepeal
after agitation, the Cc
willensurethat thegovernment is forced to
gobackon this.

Liz Mathew: In the first part of the
budget session.
P 2

were

NEWSMAKERS IN THE NEWSROOM

WHY SACHIN PILOT

Sachin Pilot, former union minister and a prominent face of the Congress party, has recently been appointed senior observer for the Kerala assembly elections,
one of the most crucial states for the main Opposition party. He will be monitoring the seat-sharing discussions with the Congress's allies, the selection of the
candidates for the party and the campaign of the Congress-led United Democratic Front (UDF). Former Deputy Chief Minister of Rajasthan, Pilot has often come
out as the voice and face of the Congress, explaining the party's stance on crucial issues at the national level

‘Economic security is sacrosanct.
US dealis amandate, where Indiais
being told what it can and cannot do’

Sachin Pilot, Congress leader and former Deputy Chief Minister of Rajasthan, on his role as senior observer
for the upcoming Kerala elections, issues with US-India trade deal and how MGNREGA has been
significantly diluted. The conversation was moderated by Liz Mathew, Deputy Editor, The Indian Express

ing the government accountable. The
Speaker and the government cannot act in
away which muzzles the voice of the Op-
position. The issue is not about a techmcal
pointoforderi

were talking about India being pro-US and
opposing. Today, they areinthe Opposition.
And I see no Left party opposing anything
that the PM or the BJP is doing. In Kerala,

procedures but about the i m(enuon of the
government. The Opposition should be
united. We w1l.l have !o see what happens

BJPhas baseatall. They have
zero MLAs. But they want to help the LDF
remain in power. Itsuitsthe CM that the PM
remains. It suits the PM that the CM re-

iscentralised and work can onlybe donein
restricted areas. While it was once demand-
driven with an unlimited budget, there is
now acap on spending. Furtbermom the

ILLUSTRATION: SUVAIIT DEY.

burner? Does the party feel that it was

notresonating with the masses?
Thisissueis notamassissue, it's political

and Mr Gandlu has made it very clear with

funding structure has shifted. P
the Cenml Government provided 90 per
cent ofthe funds and the State provided 10
per cent but they have now essentially re-

hard, TheElec-
tion Commission has failed in its duties to
reply to the important questions that he
raised. The SIR has gone on in many states

ineffective. It will
eventually end’

law, you can arrest. But to detain people, to
arrest the Youth Congress president who
was not even there. Under what charge are
they holdinga man in the Indian Congress,
who was not present at the site? These are
all draconianways of showing that you can-
not protest. The way, rhe police handled it
byl of i
With six t-shirts, what sort of conspiracy
against a sovereign country can one do?
There may be some difference of opinions,
but the INDIA alliance stands strong.

Jatm Anand: BJP has often levelled
against
Congress as well as you individually.
Howdo youview i of
Nitin Nabin, the sonofa prominent
leader, asthe president of the BJP?
People havedifferent standards. If some-
one is competent and acceptable, that per-
son’s heritage should not be seen as a dis-
qualification. But it can’t be a qualification
too. Butthe BJP’sdoublestandardsare fully
exposed. There are so many BJP leaders
whose families are in public life. There are
so many allies who have ‘dynastic lineage’.
As for the new BJP president, he was se-
lected. I don’t think the election really
happens in BJP. I don't know who decides
tonominate, whodecidesto vote. Mr Malli-
Karjun Kharge’s family had never been in
public life when he started off. So he’san
elected Congress president and Dr Shashi
Tharoor  fought

ONMGNREGA against him. Andall
f d. Idon”
BECOMING i How, siany
‘VB-GRAMG’ votersorBJPleaders
were consulted for
L the new BJP presi-
The.la“’ haS been dent. We just heard
sign (ﬁ(fa n [ly anannouncement.
diluted. They Parul
3 Kulshreshtha:
cannot abolishthe ~ Wnatisthe
: Congress’ view
scheme entirely onoffcils
e arrestedfora
becauseitis scamunderthe
JalJeevan
popular;sotheyare  ission )
intentionally e
2 > Any corruption
makmgtt must be thoroughly

investigated. But
with the view of
finding facts and
punishing the cul-
prits, not with an
agenda to tarnish someone. If there is
enough evidence, no matter the party, or
the individual, one must investigate. But it
should be done in atransparent manner. If
98 percent ED raids are only on Opposition
leaders and the conviction rateis 1 percent,
people understand it’s not credible. The law
should be equal for everybody.

Liz How h
inthe UDF in Kerala for seat sharing,
policy and the manifesto? Would
therebe anewally?
Ouryatraisgoingon in Kerala. The dis-
cussions on seat sharing and a combmed
blueprint for
speak. Our allies are absolutely confident,
and seat sharing should not be an issue at
all. As for the ally, I can’t say as of now. If
things work out there are quite a few
partners thatare ready.

Liz Mathew: With so much hate

speech against the minorities, what

can your party do in the states where

itisin power?
EY 3

idtoeainch

popularity. It is incumbent upon senior
leadership to show restraint and lead by
example. The Parliamentary Affairs Min-
ister Kiran Rijiju says Mr Gandhi is a “big
threat to national security”. Look at the
meaning. Immediately, after that one BJP
worker makes an online threat to harm Mr
Gandhi. There’s an ecosystem that collab-
orates, The leadership at the top must show
dxgmxy Thxs foul Izmguage and threatening

Th that when th mains. Sobehind thescenes, the Leftparty  versed this, forcingstatesto provide the ma» and LIJE faC[s are belore us. Tt ome  languag itwillonlyhappen
the Opposition gave a notice of no- is losing credibility as the BJP is doingits  jorityof They cannot aboli TheElectionCom-  ifthe higher ups are allowing it to happen.
i instthe Liz You the best to help the LDF prospects. scheme entirely because it is popular,so  mission should be more transparent and

Speaker (Om Birla). The government electionin Kerala, astate where the theyare Jmentlona]ly ‘makingitineffective.  honest. ButMrGandhi hasnot; on Jatin Anand:
is using thi thatthe INDIA C with There Tewill end. For1lyears, thisgov-  whathe’sdoing. But wenton, ipi —amodel
Blocisdivided. Whatdoes the leaders. Who doyou thinkcanbe two major decisions regarding rural ernment has worked to weaken the econ-  theUSdeal Soasthe O it the BJP inother
Oppositionstand to; gain f;om this? projected as achief ministerial areas: first, the Viksit Bharat- omicand social status of fmersby you havetobringup the most im- has thi d internal

Inademocracy, itis ourright,dutyand  candidate by Congress inastate Guarantee for Rozgarand 0] ‘weakening the Land Acquisition Bill i it hey i issues In the BJP, everyone has to silently ac-
privilege to ask questions. In this govern- alsohasa Ajeevika Mission i 3 and introducing ‘three black laws'.  and we are taking them as we can. ceptthings. Butwhen you push people into
ment, noone isgivinganswers. Everything ~ very strong face as CM? (VB GRAMG)Act, 2025 which . They did not waive farmer debt, pro- positions of power, likethe CM’s post, with-
is so opaque, everything is so centralised. Idon'tagree. Whyisthatstrongfacegiv-  will replace MGNREGA (akey [OR viding small amounts in accounts ~ Jatin Anand: Since the Indian youth out them havingactually duly earned it, or
There is no discussion. You ask the com-  ing zero MPs for the LDF in Keralatwo UPA programme), and second, while taking more away through workers protest atthe Alsummit, command the kind of political heft that is
‘merce minister whedlerwevml] buyoilfrom  terms in a row? Why is that strong face  the trade deal’'simpacton S%%"EBHEE other means. inedattempt  required inistration:
Russia, h minister. You with so many allegations of cor- ~ farming. Although your party The US trade deal will be fatal, bythe BJPto talk ofasplit within the lose outand policymaking becomes aggres-
askthe foreign ministerand hesaysaskthe  ruptionandsoon?Why 1sthat facenotable announcedan elaborate TOWATCH specifically becauseit restricts Bang-  INDIA alliance. How do you see the sive. Then the bureaucrats become much
commerce minister. Parliament istheonly  towinelectionsin i i d pan- ‘G THEVIDEO 15 desh from buying Indian cotton,  lack of support from your allies? more important and the legislators don’t

place where you can putthe governmenton
thedockand asktough questions. Whenthe
governmentis not willingtoanswer outside
Parliamentand when you stop theleader of
the Opposition to ask as well, it shows that
thei m[enuou istohidebehinda facade. Dur-
ing ingh ,the
Indo-US nuclear civil deal with the US was
opposed tooth and nail by the BJP. When we
started the Aadhaar Card, thedirect benefit
transfer, FDI in retail: BJP opposed. FDI in
defence: opposed. The USnuclear deal with
India: severely opposed. And today, they are
not even doing what the nation expects

chayats? I don't think that’s the case. Con-
gress has a very deep talent pool in Kerala.
Our leaders in Kerala have been K Karun-
akaran, Oommen Chandy and AK Antony.
But now we have a plethora of leaders who
really have the depth, talent and are distin-
guished. We are fighting as a team within
the UDF itself and within the Congress. I
thinkthereisalotof cohesion. We are work-
ing purposefully because 10 years 1s a Iong
time. The LDFt tually, in

RAMG’law, t.hat promst isnot
visible. How will you oppose the
Indo-UStradedeal?

Over the last several years, the Opposi-
tion, includingour party and allies, has con-
ducted protests, dharnas, and

forcingthemtotake it from America
instead. Thiswill cause significant damage
tothe farming of cotton, dry fruits, soybean
and corn. Rahul Gandhi recently held a
meetingin Bhopal and.i xsto \nsuPumab fol-
lowedbya We

tions within a democratic framework, but
these are rarely published in mainstream
media. I have personally participated in
padyatras, gheraos, lathicharges, and ‘jail
bharo' ing MGNREGA,

are working with all our strength in every
state to ensure the government yields to
publicdemand.

Asad hul dhihelda

become the B-Team of the BJP. We talked
about the US trade deal. Why has there not
beenanysustained opposition? Whenthey

themtodo. W mak-

are fully

tingthe UPA gover they

the law has been significantly diluted. Pre-
viously, village Panchayats decided on pro-
jects like where to build roads and schools
orinstall hand pumps but now the process

sustained campaign on ‘Vote Chori’
butthiswasn'trmsedmtheongoing
ession. Isit

TheINDIAallianceisalmost equal tothe
NDA. And BJP, I think, has lost more allies.
They have lost Shiromani Akali Dal in Pun-
jab, Shiv Sena in Maharashtra, lost Nitish
Kumarandgot him back multiple times. So,
allies not stickingwith the BJPis much more
of areality than the Congress and the other
INDIA alliance partners.

If protests were comfortable, why would
anybody do it? You can have a view on it —
youmay likeitordislikeitbutitisone’s right
to protest. You see any G20, G8 meeting on
climate change, International WTO meets:

declslon to put the issue on the back

epapenindianexpres&com.- .

all these issues happen on the
sL[eets And yes, if you have broken some

support the CM. The policymaking be-
comes very fragile and ultimately people
suffer. Thelawand ordersuffers andsodoes
the execution on the ground. So when BJP
pushes people who are just picked up and
made something, it is probably to have
better control from Delhi. That may be the
agenda. But the BJP workers and the
middle-; -rung leaders wouldn 't be happy
ith thi here
are many deserving people who may have
worked for years and have been overlooked.
. isalotofdi but
obviously no one will talk about it. But it is
acommon discussion in the state,
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Strait of shock

Oil prices are bound to spike with
a full-blown conflict in West Asia

RENT PRICES SPIKED to a seven-month high of $73 abarrel on

Friday ahead of massive US and Israeli air strikes on Iran over the

weekend which has killed Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, the nation’s

leader, besides top officials of the defence establist

Hundreds of civilians, mcludmgchlldren have been killed and wounded in
these ongoing majorcombatoperati ing Iran Revolutionary Guard
Corps (IRGC) command centres, missile launch sites, air defence systems,
and nuclear facilities. US President Donald Trump has vowed to eliminate
Iran’s nuclear programme and bring about regime change. To Iran’s threat
that the US has to pay the price for“crossing the red line”, Trump retorted “if
theydo,we will hit them with a force that has neverbeen seen before”. Iran’s
president, the head of the judiciary,and a jurist of the Guardian Council are
nowin charge during this transition period. Tehran has retaliated with a bar-
rage of medium-range ballistic missile strikes targeting US bases in Qatar,
Bahrain,Kuwait,and of course Jerusalem and Tel Aviv, triggeringa full-blown
conflict in West Asia. Iran will bealso aided in its retaliatory drive by itsvari-
ous regional militant proxies.

Oil markets are bound to be jittery on Monday, especially after messages
were reportedly transmitted by the IRGC saying “no ship is allowed to pass
the Strait of Hormuz”, through which a fifth of global seaborne traded oil
flows daily. Prices would zoom upwards if this chokepoint is indeed block-
aded.Lastyear,the 12-daywarbetween Israel and Iran saw Brent spot prices
jump more than 20% to $80abarrel before retreatingas tensions eased.Oil
prices have been on the boil this year,climbing 17% since Decemberto $73
abarrelinitiallyon concernsinVenezuelaand morerecentlydueto the mas-
sive build-up of US forces in the region, the highest since 2003, due to ten-
sionswithIran.Theoutlook on global oil prices could be muchworse if USand
Israelistrikesalsodisrupt Iran’s oil productionasitisthe fourth-largest Orga-
nization of Petroleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) producer,generating 3.37
million barrels perdayin 2025.

Disruption would straightaway take out 4.2% of global crude supplies.
OPEC+ agreed to a modest oil output boost of 206,000 barrels per day on
Sunday. Analysts, however, said OPEC+ has a history of raising oil output to
cushion disruptions but the group currently has little spare capacity to add
to supply, except for its leader Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates
which will also struggle to export oil until navigation in the Guif returns to
normal. Thelikelihood of a spike in oil prices amidst a broader regional con-
flictisbad news forIndiawhich depends massivelyon energyimports.India
is also concerned about the safety of its 10-million strong diaspora in the
region and has urged dialogue and diplomacyto de-escalate tensions.

Indiaisalsoseriouslyimpacted if the Strait of Hormuzcloses as more than
52% ofits monthly crude imports passes through thisartery.Crudevolumes
jumped to 2,911 thousand barrels per day in February (month till date),up
from 1,860 thousand barrels per day in September 2025, according to FE.
Dueto thestrikes on Iran,our refiners are naturally putting in place contin-
gencysourcingstrategies,including the possibility of turning back to higher
volumes of deeply discounted Russian crude if West Asian supplies are seri-
ouslydisrupted.The prospect of costlieroil only underscores the imperative
of making determined efforts to step up relative self-sufficiency in domes-
tic oil production over the medium term to bolster our energy security.

Trump's Iran ambitions are
clear: He wants everything

US PRESIDENT DONALD Trump never did explain to Congress oranyone else what
his )usttﬁcatmns and goals would be for attada.ng Iran Now, with “Operat\on Epic

Fury” unde.rway, we know. The answer was “ev¢ thisa gambleona
calewayt danythi this former casi
Setting out goals for mﬂ.xtary action determines why it is needed how it will be
doneandwhatisthe uccess. [n the eight-mi Tr
onTruth Somal helaid outatleast halfadozen reasons forgoing towar, startmgwrth
p fanimmi threat tothe US,of which—with nuclear negotiations
dj next none.

Hc followed up with a string of other motives for this attack: It would eliminate
for good Iran's nuclear programme; destroy its missiles and the production lines to
make them; crush its military and ability to support proxies abroad; annihilate its
navy; avenge Iranian attacks on US servicemen over 47 years; and halt the Islamic
Republic’s furtherslaughter of its own people.

Yet the most ambitious goal,and th must beachieved to
all the others, was regime change. Without that, the Republicand its activities can be

hurnm topped. it lear
domestic ion,and mili i lynow
learned and inastate of war.

Without change at the top, many of the problems Trump and Israel set out to
resolve would only be made more difficult. Iran’s leadership would, for example,
almost certainly kickout international nuclearinspectors, radically reducing theabil -
ity of the USand others to track Iran’s uranium enrichment.

Of course, if Trump succeeds in forcing the regime’s downfall, all will be forgiven
and his triumph would be indisputable. That outcome came a step closer with Iran-
ian state television’s confirmation on Sunday of Supreme Leader Ayatollah Al
Khamenei’s death. He and the agmg revoluuon he

" £:

lessons

died hadittl at
His regime has nothing to recommend it and the world
ld—wi quest‘ by pmu withitgone.
Therisksi

alltooreal. The moment he Iaunched suchalargeattad\
with unlimited goals, T

y
what it must nowtreatasa fight forsurvival.
Itwill take alittle time before we know how much of
the Iranian leadership the initial US strikes killed. Like-
W|se we can'tsayyetwhether US and Israelijetsand mis-
fIran’s ballisticmissile

CHAMPION

Bloomberg

HE ASSASSINATION OF
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei on
February 28 in a coordi-
nated US-Israeli strikerep-
resents the gravest rupture
in Iran’s political order since the 1979
Islamic Revolution.Forasystem that has
prided itself on ideological continuity
and institutional resilience, the sudden
removal of its supreme arbiter has exp-
osed deep structural fault lines. Iranian
state media’s confirmation of the 86-
year-old Supreme Leader’s death, follo-
wed by 40 days of mourning, cannot
mask the stark reality: the Islamic Rep-
ublic has lost the one figure who, for 37
years, balanced clerical authority, mili-
tary power,and ideological orthodoxy.
President Donald Trump's charac-
terisation of the strike as “justice for the
people of Iran’, coupled with exphclt
calls for: d that
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" ® ESCALATION FEARS

UN Secretary General Antonio Guterres

©® IRAN CRISIS
INDIA MUST AGAIN WALK DIPLOMATIC TIGHTROPE; CALIBRATED RESPONSE REFLECTS SIMULTANEOUS PARTNERSHIPS

A void and its reverberations

HARSH V PANT

Vice President for Studies and Foreign
Policy, Observer Research Foundation

ical orthodoxywhile the Islamic Revolu-
tionary Guard Corps (IRGC) consolidates
operational control. The second is overt
militarisation, formalising the IRGC’s
dominance and reducing clerical insti-
tutions to ceremonial relevance. The
third is systemic fracture: elite infight-
ing, popular unrest, or defections lead-
ing to regime destabilisation. None of
thesescenarios offersastraightforward
pathway to democratisation. The IRGC
remains the regime’s spine, and the

thisis not merelya ip crisis but
a strategic inflection point. Tehran’s
retaliatory missile strikes on US bases
acrossIraqand the Gulf,aswell as Israeli
militaryinstallations,signal that escala-
tion—not restraint—will define the
immediate horizon.

A system without its anchor

Iran’s constitution provides for a
temporary three-member council—
President Masoud Pezeshkian, judiciary
chief Gholam-Hossein Mohseni-Ejei,
and a Guardian Council |urlst to
assume authority until the.

straints on Iranian adventurism, they
now face direct exposure—missile over-
flight,energy disruptions, sectarian ten-
sions, and the spectre of uncontrolled
escalation.

Energy and global order
Energysecurityis the most immedi-
ate global casualty. Disruptions to Gulf
shipping lanes and fears of closure of
the Strait of Hormuz have sent oil mar-
kets upwaxd History offers cautionary

The use of force by the United States and

Israel against Iran, and the subsequent
retaliation by Iran across the region, undermine
international peace and security

importer, Indiais deeply exposed todis-
ruptions in the Strait of Hormuz. Sus-
tained instability could drive crude
prices sharply upward, exacerbating
inflationary pressures, straining subsi-
dies, weakening the rupee, and compli-
cating at
atime of elevated domestic demand.
The future of Chabahar Port—India’s
gateway to Afghanistan and Central Asia
and a critical node in the International
North-South Transport Corridor
(INSTC)—hangs in the balance. Leader-
ship transition in Tehran, factional com-
petition between clerical and military
elites, potential collateral damage, and
renewed US sanctions pressure could
stall or derail India’s investments. The
project is not merely commercial; it is
central to India’s efforts to bypass Pak-
istan and counter expand'mg Chinese

opposition remains fragmented and lessons: regime decapitation does not influence in the region.
exter: isp equate t ion.Iraqin Djj i New Delhimustonce
" 2003 and Libya in 2011 remain sober- againwalka tightrope. India’s calibrated

Regional shockwaves mgyf dents.Amilitarised gB: —e‘(%?’essl:ng concern while
Theregional Iran could emerge more avoiding exp]ncxt condemnation—ref-

tions have been immediate i rnally and lectsitssi

andviolent. Iranian missile Kha“.‘enm sdeath more repressive inter- the United States, lsmel, and Iran. Dom-

retaliationstruckmultiple  doesn't merely mark  nany A clerical successor | estic sensitivities add another layer, as

US facilities, while Israel ~ the end of anerain  mightpursuetacticalde- | Shia communities across parts of India

activated nationwide sir-  Tehran, it ushersina escalation to ensure | haveexpressed grief and anger, raising

ens despite intercepting fiod of prof q reglme survival. A col- the risk of localised tensions if the

most projectiles. Iran- pe Crh iorisk regional conflict deepens.

backed militias in Iraq, ~Strategic flux across thmg even more dest- In the near term, India is likely to

Yemen,and Lebanon have West Asia abilising—loose nuclear intensify quiet diplomacy—seeking

pledgedescalanon though  —  Material, ethnic insur-

the si decapi-

Expertsselectsasuccessor.On paper,the
transition may appear orderly but in
practice, itwill be anything but.

Names circulatingas potential succ-
essorsreflect the system’s internal tensi-
ons: Ayatollah Alireza Arafi, Ayatollah
Mohsen Araki, Ayatollah Hashem Hoss-
eini Bushehri,and Mohseni-Ejei himself
represent clerical continuity. More con-
troverslal posslbﬂmes mclude Mo|taba

tation of senior IRGC commanders has
degraded command coherence.

The so-called “Axis of Resistance
faces its sternest test. Hezbollah, the
Houthis,and Iraqi militias have lost not
merely a patron but a strategic coordi-
nator. Opportunistic attacks may con-
tinue, but sustained proxy warfare
requires centralised direction and
financing—both now uncertain. Israel,

ionwould invite
charges of dynastic succession,and Has-
san Khomeini, whose relative pragma-
tism could unsettle hardline factions.
Three broad trajectoriesare possible.
The first is managed continuity—
“Khamenei-ism without Khamenei”—
where a vetted cleric preserves ideolog-

hile, may see an opportunity to
further degrade Iranian nuclear infra-
structure, though any perceived Iranian
nuclear breakout during this transi-
tional phasewould almost certainly trig-
gerrenewed strikes.
Gulf monarchies confronta paradox.
While many may privately welcome con-

gencies, and a fractured
stateat the crossroads of West Asia.
The next fewweekswill turn on three
variables: the speed and cohesion with
which the Assembly of Experts acts;
whether the IRGC consolidates orsplin-
ters; and whether simmering public
unrest overwhelms security structures.
The Islamic Republic has weathered
crises before—but never without its
longest-serving helmsman and never
under direct great-power assault.

Implications for India
For India, the assassination injects

sanctions flexibility, engaging any new
Iranian leadership to safeguard Chaba-
har, diversifying energy imports, and
strengthening alternative connectivity
corridors. Over the longer term, the
nature of Iran’s succession—clerical
continuity, military consolidation, or
systemic breakdown—will determine
whether India confronts a hardened
theocracy,a praetorian state,orazone of
chronicinstability on itswestern flank.

Khamenei's death does not merely
mark theend of an era in Tehran. It ush-
ersina period of profound strategic flux
acrossWest Asia. Forregionaland exter-
nal powers: alike, the challenge wﬂl beto

acute uncertainty into an already
latile western neighbourhood.

Energy security is the

concern. As the world’s third-largest oil

FROM PLATE TO PLOUGH

navigatet

ing a wider conflagration

di. whose would extend far
beyond the Gulf.

Recognising Al’'s arrival in India

ASHOK GULATI

Distinguished professor, ICRIER

Al will be used in India’s agri-food system, not just in
precision agriculture at the production stage but also
at the logistics/marketing/processing stage

NOTWITHSTANDING THE ROBODOG
goofup by Galgotias University and the
“shirtless” demonstration by some mis-
guidedyouths,theAlImpact Summitwas
hugelysuccessfulinraisingartificial intel-
ligence (AI) awareness amongst young
Indians. The fact that 91 countries and
international ~ organisations  have
endorsedthe D(‘_I.hl Dec]muoufummusc
anI for

piness forall)—speaks forits success.

tional Monetary Fund, Kristalina Georg-
ieva, has highlighted the risk of job losses
andlikened thearrival of AT hitting the job
market toa tsunami—40% and 60% of
jobs in emerging and advanced econom-
ies will likely be affected. However, Mu.k~

pensate them must bein place to min-

inhumanoids.One cannotsaywith much

imise the painand the gains.
Thenext questionisabout equity. Who
will gain and who will lose? Obviously,
early starters will gain first and that may
accentuate mequahtym theshortterm.It

esh Ambani, chairman and
director of Reliance Industries Limited,
has said theywill ensure there are no job
losses in the Indian industryasa result of

However, three fu
discussed at the summit: Will Al lead to
faster growth? Will it create or take away
jobs? And will its benefits be equally dis-
tributed?

Amajority of the answers to the first

1t will accelerate overa[l development.

very few

right now whether India can
catch up and co-lead this race. However,
the Al Impact Summit definitely sparked
curiosity and led to the re-chalking of
investment plans, The policy environment
must be cond ucva fo[ that to flourish.

afford to make massive i Al

ip,equity,

development needs energy. But as has
happened in many other technologies,

etc. are all important, but we need to
ensure that India is not left behind as just

all,and hap- Alinduction.Onlytimewill very soon cheaper options a user of Chinese or American AL It must
tell who w1lI be right. My W emerge and usage expands aim for its own models and apps—only

d lissues  own imilarfea- """ s exponentially, benefitting  thenitcanclaim tobe"atmanirbhar” (self-

p inthelate P! v mostof .India’s reliant)in this newworld of AL

1980s, when then Prime growth in Al is comparative advantagelsm Ihad the privilege to co-chairtheagri-

Minister RajivGandhi intr- likely, which will finding low-cost solutions aﬂturesegmem in the BCG-Prosus“Al for

oduced computers.Emplo- disrupt the that the Global South can All released for ummit,

yees in banks, railways,and = P e afford and use at a mass andit speaksaboutwhether[ndmn farm-
manyothersectorswenton functioning of scale. Beit the vaccines dur- ic fromALSince

strike fearing they would  almost all sectors  ingCovid-19, ive  agric loys 46% of ourworkfor-

lose their jobs. Today, it is United Interface, ce, thereis always a concern about whe-

Many opined that humanity is likely to
leap-frog in its evolution of knowledge,
efficiency,and growth. Within the next
decade, explosive growth in Al is likely,
which will disrupt the functioning of
almost all sectors,and those who want to
remain in a business-as-usual mode will
be left far behmd However, the biggest

launc i threattoUs

Also unknown is what Iranian capabilities will remain to carry out its threats to
close the Strait of Hormuz, tosinkoil tankers or to strike thelightly defended oil infra-
structure of US Gulf allies. These explain the reticence of Saudi Arabia, the UAE,and
other Sunni Arab stateswith no love for Tehran to support the US-Israeliassault.

Ifair canachieve regime ch: Iranisagood candidate.
Khamenei, his rulmg elite,and the Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps that protect

em h d their todelivereven tions to the state’s
economic failures,and have lost touch with the country. Only weeks ago the IRGC
killed thousands, if not tens of thousands, oftheu'owu people tocling onto power.

Andyet, P ~Hence
Tr tothelranian dtak Litall
them Even then, should the Islamic Repubhc fall, the impact on Iran and its neigh-
bouring states might only have begun. Thls isa country of 92 million people, WIth a
longand proud history,but
and large minorities that maywe.ll seektotake advamage ofthechaos.

The US has been here before: in Afghamstan for ZO years, inlrag from 2003,and
inLibyain2011, justafewinstanc nterventionsinWest
Asia failed. That does not mean it can’twork this time, but one thmg is certain: There
is nobody in Washington who can be sure of where thiswarof choice leads.

iswhetherthis process of
uction

)ob losses.Opinionsare currently divided.

The managing director of the Interna-

impossible to think about

our banks running without computers.
This is where creative destruction needs

Everynew

demolishes the old one and creates mas-
sive disruption but enables higher effi-
ciency and growth. As a result, the econ-
omy expands,creating new jobs of higher
skills and pay. But there are always some
losers, especially in the short term, and
some mechanism to upskill and/or com-

HE El R

US misadventures

Overthe last five decades, the US has
repeatedly intervened across West
and Southeast Asia, often promising
order, only to leave fractured states
behind. The invasion of Vietnam scar-
red a generation and destabilised
Indochina. The 2003 war in Iraq dis-
mantled institutions, unleashed sect-
arianism, and created space for the

Islamic State. Libya was no better. The
long occupation of Afghanistan ended
with the return of the Taliban. In Syria
and Yemen, proxy entanglements
deepened humanitarian ruin. For Iran,
the confrontation must ignite a wider
arc, from the Gulfto the Levant. The
region needs de-escalation and
security compacts, not another
crusade draped in liberation.

—R Narayanan, Navi Mumbai

or the Indian Space
Research Organisation landing Chan-

ther Al applications will displace labour.
Varvbne.ﬂy,Al will be used in India’s agri-

drayaan-3 on the south pole of thi
India can do wonders and emerge as the
third—st[onges( global Al pcwer.

notjust in precision agricul-
tureat the productionstagebutalsoatthe
logistics/marketing/processing stage.

Many p are using italready,and the
isall ing AgriStack

lat
scale requxres masswe and
ustri; ised to

p\tch m.A]so ,myreadingis that Indiaisat
least five years behind the US and China,
who are already in the race to develop Al

Catastrophic breach

The killing of Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
by US and Israeli forces represents a
catastrophic breach of international
norms. Regardless of one's geopoliti-
cal stance the extrajudicial assassina-
tion of a sovereign head of state is a
reckless departure from civilised dip-
lomacy that invites global anarchy.
Such a blatant assault on sovereignty

whichwill utiliseit. Thedawn ofanewera
inagriculture is soonapproaching.

Views are personal

sets a dangerous precedent, replac-
ing established legal framewaorks with
raw military force. The escalation gua-
rantees a cycle of retaliatory violence
and massive regional instability. One
must demand an immediate cessation
of hostilities and a return to dialogue
before this ignites a conflagration.
—Vijaykumar HK, Raichur
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America Intervenes,
Hold On to the Rails

Instability as policy just got more unstable

So, one thing has been cleared up: Trump is not the isolatio-
nist he’soften made to be. Saturday’s attack on Iran with ‘fa-
itaccomplice’ Israel is a logical follow-up on an arc that da-
tes back to Trump 1.0, when he ordered a drone attack that
killed Tran’s Quds Force commander Qasem Soleimani in
January 2020. The June 2025 attack on Iranian nuclear faci-
lities Tr ed tohave yand totally
obliterated’ — was a shove to test the negotiation table. The
latestact of warisa cessation of negotiations.

An intervention on this scale doesn’t have a single cause
but multiple, layered ones. The cited one — Iran’s nuclear
development capabilities — is the least convincing. But
Trumphasn’tbeenbigon ‘need to convince for action’atho-
me or abroad. So, his purported bid to act as catalyst for ‘re-
gime change,’ and appeal to the Iranian people ‘to take over
their country’ — even as the attack has killed civilians, in-
cluding almost 150 in a primary school
in Minab in southern Iran — is as waff-
ling as it seems. Whether the ‘preventi-
ve' war — a war started to stop a war
that hasn't started —declared by Benja-
min Netanyahuwill convince Israelivo-
terstorepose theirelectoral faith inhim
" after charges of fraud and bribery will
be known in a few months’ time. In the US, mid-term elec-
tionsalsocanfind a MAGA-neocon narrative.

With the death of Ayatollah Ali Khamenei in the strikes,
the Islamicregime will find itself weakened —and thereby
more liable to take aleaf out of Israel’s ‘Samson doctrine’:
perceiving existential defeat, ‘take everyone down’ with it.
Thisisn’tjustbad newsfor Iranians, many of whom whoha-
ve endured decades of sufferance of a despotic regime, but
for the region and beyond. For all its closeness to Tehran,
Beijingisunlikelytotakeadetourfromits ‘China First’ pro-
ject to take on the US and its Gulf ‘bases’and come toIran's
help beyond providing ‘market-testable’ armaments. India,
onits part, can be silently thankful that its latest show of fii-
endship in the form of a prime ministerial visit to Israel
was with the belligerent side, and not with its other, ‘more
dependable’ ally that appears to be badly hit—and will, on
itspart, cause further hits across the region.

Should Be a Short
Sputter in Pipelines

The fallout of US-Israeli strikes on Iran on energy markets is
likely to increase short-term volatility rather than long- tex m
fur f the energy market. Iranhaslimited ilit;
tosustainablockade of the Straitof Hormuz, given the US mili-
tary presence in the Persian Gulf, and Tehran will isolate itself
further by missile strikes on its energy-exporting neighbours.
Disruption toTran’s oil exports will have a marginal impact on
global crude prices, which may be magnified by the closure of
the shipping lanes. Natural gas faces greater volatility due to
low stockpiles in importing nations.

Indiaisparticularly susceptible todiversionof theenergy tra-
de through the Persian Gulf because of its dependence on im-
ports from theregion. It is also affected by
rising shipping costs onaccount of its ma-
ritime energy imports. Retail prices have,
however, remained frozen for an extended
period as India has purposefully diversifi-
ed its energy sources to lower concentra-
j tionrisk. Glut in the global energy market
should cushion the impact of escalating
tensions in West Asia.

Iran’sability to escalate the conflict is limited by behavioural
changes initsregime thatthe US is hoping toachieve. A further
degradation of its military capabilities would challenge its na-
tional integrity. Pressure is mounting in Iran over economic
hardships brought on by sanctions. A successor regime may
find its options for dealing with restive ethnic minorities shrin-
kingif it significantly loses air power. Trump should have sup-
portathome solongashe does not commit troops on the ground
in Iran. After Venezuela, Iran may provide him with another
suceess in strategically choking China's energy sources.

' JUST IN JEST

o
(Y é J Military strategists and West Asia
experts have suddenly sprouted

Everyone s Playing
War Fantasy League

The moment the US declared war against Iran, something
interesting happened: everyone became a West Asia strate-
gicexpert. Overnight, the world isawash inmapsof the Stra-
itof Hormuz, rhagramsof mxsslle rangesandsolemn prono-
b ics"and Likud politics.

People who, till last Fﬂday. thought that Qom was a new
brand of sent usmails poi;
the ‘utter nmvete ut' onE two editorials above. The phrase
‘geopolit timesin
the last 48 hours as ‘six-seven'. Meanwhile, hashtags like
#PersianPivot and #0ilWars trend as if foreign policy were
aMarvel franchise.

This war is being treated especially like a fantasy league,
with armchair generals tallying ‘points’ for drone strikes
and missile hits, and then keeping ‘score’ via social media

ingout

Contradictions in Trump's war on Iran are glaring, and unlikely to end the way he thinks it will

America in a Tehran Hurry

75 here is something inhe-

Y " rently uncomfortable abo-
ut the targeted killing of a
foreign leader. Even so, the

AL deathof Ayatollah AliKha-
‘menei is unlikely to change things ve-
ry much. The Iranian theocracy has
long prepared for the passing of the
85-year-old. On Sunday, pressured by
his MAGA base, Donald Trump is
again floating off-ramps that could al-
low theIranian clerical system tosur-
vive, Venezuela-style, if Tehran ac-
cepts fresh US ultimatums.

Buttheissueistrust. InJune2025,
Israel struck Iran derailing Iran-US
negotiations. Last Friday, Oman’s
foreign minister Badr bin Hama
Busaidi had stated that a peace deal
was within reach and Iran had agre-
ed it would ‘never, ever’ possess nu-
clear material for abomb and would
accept full verification by IAEA. He
said hehad conveyed thisdirectly to
US veep JD Vance. So, diplomacy co-
uld have worked, but the Americans
chose war.

Within hours — citing the nucle-
ar issue — Isra-
el and the US
launched  at-
tacks on Iran.
Trump claimed
negotiations
had failed and
he invoked
Iran’s long re-
cordof hostility,
stretching back
tothe1979hosta-
ge crisis. His
public state-

for the Nobel Peace Prize, Trump's
recordisstriking. Inlessthanayear,
hestruckIran in June2025, attacked
Venezuela and abducted its presi-
dent in January 2026, and has now
returned to war with Tehran. He
has threatened Cuba and carried
out sporadic bombing in Nigeria.
This is not the profile of a peacema-
ker, buta warmonger:

After withdrawing from 2015 Joint
Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA), a European-led agreement
endorsed by UNSC that constrained
Iran’s nuclear programme, Trump
now asserts that Iran confinued nu-
clear development and sought missi-
lescapable of rea-
ching the US.
‘This comes just
eight months af-
ter he declared
{ that the earlier
US bombing had
effectively destro-
{ vedIran’snuclear
infrastructure.
The contradic-
tionsareglaring.

Washington's
maximalist app-

ments framed
the action as es-
sential to US se-

The US and Israel started this war.
But it will require Iran’s vote to
end it. When, how and why that

will happen is not easy to foresee

roach has ensu-
red that the cleri-
cal  establish-

curity, regional
stability clearly being secondary.
Thesequence suggests that war was
the objective from the outset, and
that diplomacy served as a pretext
forseeking Iran’s strategic capitula-
tion.

For a president openly lobbying

ment, Islamic
Revolutionary Guards Corps(IRGC)
and Basij militia will fight on. The
larger question is whether ordinary

unlikely to commit gro-
und forces toengineerre- &
gimechange. But without
them, external pressure
alone rarely topples ent-
renched systems.

Moreover, Iran isn’tasimp-
lehierarchical statethat collapses
if a single node is removed. Its hy-
brid structure — combining clerical
over gh( republican institutions,
security organs and patronage net-
works— has proved resilient during
repeated waves of protest. Leaders-
hip transitions may alter internal
balances, but they don'tautomatical-
lyproduce systemic change.

“‘Regime change’ is a potent slo-
gan, but vague strategy. In Iran’s ca-
se, it could mean elimination of one
generation of clerical leaders, only
to be replaced by another. It could
mean IRGC consolidating power in-
to a more overt military dictators-
hip. Neither outcome necessari
means a more peaceful or democra-
tielran.

It also isn’t clear whether airpo-

wer alone can deliver such sweeping

political objecti Even in con-
texts of overwhelming asymmetry,
sustained bombinghasrarely eradi-

targets across Iran over the wee-
kend, and Iran retaliated with mis-
silesaimed at Israel and US bases in
the region, which has had the effect
of closing down one of the busiest
aviation hubs in the world.

States such as Saudi Arabia and
the UAE, which had hoped to avoid
direct entanglement, have now lined
up more firmly behind Washington.
China and Russia have condemned
the joint Israeli-US action but have
sofarlimited themselvestorhetorie.

Consequences of escalation ex-
tend far beyond Iran. Tehran has now
closed the Strait of Hormuz. Roughly
20% of global oil supplies transit this
narrow waterway, including about
half’ of India’s and China’s oil and

ined disruption wo-
uld

THE SPEAKING TREE

Learned
Ignorance

PRITHWIS DATTA

There isan interesting dis-
cussion between Narendra,
Swami Vivekananda inlater
life, and Ramakrishnaat the
Dakshineshwar Kali Temple
near Kolkata. Ramakrishna
overheard Narendra sayingto
other devotees thathe had
read William Hamilton.a
Scottish philosopher, say, A
learned ignorance is theend
of phﬂo;ophv and the be-
religion’.

pricessoaring, wuh ca-

¥ scadingeffectsoninfla-
tion and growth
worldwide. Was-

herprices would
advantage US
energy  ex-
ports. But the

Washington’s
maximalist

approach has broader global
ensured the shock would be
clerical severe,

establishment, With Kha-
Revolutionary menei gone,
Guards and Basij Iranisundeni-

militia will fight
on. But will

ably at a mo-
ment of trans-

ordinary Iranians ition. Bom-
rise againstthe ~ bing can dest-
regime? roy targets,

but it cannot
alone reshape politics, Even disaf-
fected people are unlikely to align
withforeignattackers. Especially in
West Asia where the aftermath of
US-led interventions hasmeant cha-
osand civil war inIraq, Libya, Syria
and further east in Afghanistan.

As for the US, it had hoped after
last June’s Iran bombing and the Ve-

Israel’s struggle against Hamas un-
derscoresthelimits. In the US, there
is scant appetite for another large-
scale ground war in West Asia —a
restraint that is wise, given the cost-

Ir r
whose record of economic misma-
nagement and suppression of
sent is well-known. The US is highly

lyandi US experiences
inlIragand Afghanistan.

The conflict has already assumed
aregional dimension. Israel struck

laexperience, that thewarwo-
uldbealow-costenterprise. Butthat
doesnotlooklike beingthe case. The
USandIsrael started this war. But it
will require Iran’s vote to end it.
When, how and why that will hap-
pen isnot easy toforesee.

The writer is distinguished fellow, Observer
Research Foundation, New Delhi
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MEME'S THE WORD

Data Muscle Can Shape Policy

Mythili Bhusnurmath
I

Last week, Gol received ashot in
thearm following the release of
GDP figures under the revised
series. Nirmala Sitharaman is not
given to hyperbole. But she could,
per haps, borrow from Donald
Trump’s State of the Union address
in February: ‘The roaringeconomy
isroaringlike never before.

Notonly are we the fastest-gro-
wing major economy for the4th
yearrunning, but growthin FY26is
estimatedat 7.6%, upfrom7.4% in
thefirst AE (under the old series)
released in January. Even better, the
higher growth comes on the back of
anupwardly revised number of
7.1% in FY25,against6.5% in the old
series. Best of all, the structural
composition of growth hasshifted.
Fromascenario where growth was
led by (wasteful?) public admini-
stration, it isnow led by three emp-
loyment-intensive sectors —manu-
facturing, trade, hotels, communi-
cations and construction.

The most remarkable turnaround
story isin the manufacturing

shares. Everyonei: fluentinanewsetof

—IRGC, CENTCOM, JCPOA, ICBM — though most may not
be able to find Tehran on a map without Google. ‘Operation
Roaring Lion,’ ‘Operation Epic Fury, and ‘Operation True
Promise 4 are being cited as potential franchise titles for a
spin-off of Aditya Dhar’s Dhurandhar movies. Frankly, the
only thing more dangerous than war itself seems to be the
spectacle of civilians cosplaying Clausewitz. In the theatre
of war, the loudest voices are those farthestaway.

ector: L ed alaggard, it
recorded double-digit growth rates
inFY24and FY26, with average
growth in value-added terms top-
ping11% in the last 3 years. Some of
this is, possibly, explained by im-
proved use of deflators (double
deflation, where both output and
input prices are available)togeta
properassessment of the value
added in the sector.

Butsomeof thisisalso because of

thereduced use of proxies toestima-
tethecontribution of the informal
sector,as MOSPInow hasaccess to
(better) primary sources of in-
formation like Annual Survey of
Unincorporated Sector Enterprises
(ASUSE). This is good news. It sug-
geststhe informal sector is in better
shape than widely believed earlier
and the erstwhile K-shaped recovery
is becoming more broad-based.

The only niggling worry is the
T elamaly poor showing of the
primary sector, and within that, of
agriculture, where the contribu-
tion in value-added terms is estima-
tedtofalltoad-yearlow of 2.4% in
FY26.In current prices, the fall is
evenmore marked — from 9.2% in
FY25t00.3% in FY26.

‘Wearedata dependent’ isa phra-
sedear toall central banks, in-
cluding RBL Fiscal authorities, in
contrast, don't makemuchof a
fetish about data dependency,
partly becausefiscal decisions are,
essenua]ly, inthe polmcal ecunumy

hence,

less, data is the bedrock on which
all fiscal policies—spendingand
tax policies — must be based.

The problem is whena new series
replaces theold, the scale of revi-
sionsismagnified manifold. As
with thelast revision adecadeago,
the new series will, doubtless, give
risetoendless debate. What is
indisputable, however, is that the
revised series isasignificant step
toward amoreaccurateand cre-
dible measurement of t}

in the budget, it's well below the
FY27estimate of ¥3.93lakhcr,
suggesting Golmighthaveto
tighten its purse strings to reach
its fiscal deficit target of 4.3% next
fiscal. Members of MPC are better
placed. With more than amonth to
gobefore the next meeting of MPC,
there isenough time todigest the
numbers and tweak policy accor-
dingly.

Macroeconomic numbers holda
mirror toth evenif as

Priorto therevision, India’s
economic data was benchmarked to
ahopelessly outdated structure of
the economy as it existed in 2011-12.
Since then, the economy has chang-
ed dramaucanv with the emergen-
ceof new triessuchasRE and
digital s e and changes in
consumption patterns and invest-
ment behaviour:

Unfortunately, as farasthe fiscis
concerned, numbers have come too
late —almost a monthafter the
budget was presented. So. notonly
istheabsolute FY26 GDP number

more by political considerations
and less by cold numbers. Nonethe-

Power ahead

under thenew series (¥3.45 lakh cr)
shortof the23.571akh cr assumed

former YV Reddy once said, ‘In
India, not only the future but even
the past is uncertain.’ Decision-
makersrely on economic statistics
toprovidea picture of thehealthof
the economy —more importantly,
toframe appropriate policy.

Revisions are not unique to India.
The bigger problem is that our
numbers come withalonglag: in
‘the case of GDP numbers, the final
numbersare known only after 2
vears. Hopefully, the lag will be less
goingforward, and baserevisions
willhappen every 5 years instead of
‘the present10. The latest GDP
series, with a new base (2022-23),
revised methodology for better
measurement of the informaland
servicessectors, and expanded
coverage, is bound to reflect the
health of the economy better.

InNovember 2025, India’s national
accounts datareceiveda ‘C’ grade
from IME citing coverage gaps,
including an outdated base year,
limited recent benchmark data,
gaps inmeasurement of the in-
formal sectorand continued relian-
ceonsingle deflation methods for
estimatingreal GDP. With the latest
revised series, MOSPI has largely
addressed these gaps. paving the
‘way for more evidence-based policy.

But as theeventsof the past two
days have shown, thepastisno
guide to the future.

Ramakrishna, whohad very
littleformal education, asked
Narendranath what this
‘meant. Narendra explained
that true wisdom involves
recognising thelimits of
human reason tograspulti-
mate truths, leadingtoastate
of divineunderstanding
beyond pure intellect. It
highlights that while philo-
sophy questions, learned
ignoranceadmits what can’t
be known, showing the way to
faith and spiritual experience,
where theoretical knowledge
gives way todirectawareness
of the Divine.

Doctalgnorantia, learned
ignorance, isa concept where
acknowledging the vastness
of what remains unknown
becomes the highest form of
knowledge, freeing themind
from dogmatic certainty,
fostering spiritual questand a
direct, personal relationship
with the Divine, moving
beyond intellectual const-
ructs.

& MELODYFOR
MONDAY

Sixteen Tons
Tennessee
Ernie Ford

‘Tennessee'Ernie Ford's
1955 rendition of Merle
‘Travis'1947 original ‘Sixte-
enTons’isoneof those
covers thateclipses its
source. It transformsacoal
miner’slament intoa cultu-
ral thunderclap. Ford's
bellwether baritone carries
the weightof the lyrics with
biblical authority — deep.
resonant, unyielding.

youget?/
Another
day older
and deeper indebt,’ itfeels
lesslikealyric thanajudg-
menthanded down from the
coal-dark heavens. With
nothing but songasa pick-
axe, the narrator drills into
ushis dark, mineshaft

What makes Ford’s ver-
sion unforgettable isnot
justthe voice, butalso the
arrangement. The finger-
snapping rhythm createsa
pulse that mirrors the
endless drudgery of labour
and yet makes a jiving tune
of it.

Layeredatop thisisthe
clarinet-driven accompani-
ment, sly and smoky, ma-
king the track dripwith
swing-eracoolness that's
theexactopposite of the
Faustianline: ‘Saint Peter,
don't you call me, ‘cause I
can'tgo/ lowemy soul tothe
company store.’ Thisisa
marvellous, ringing union
of gritand polish, despair
andstyle.

A Waste of
Resources

Apropos ‘US, Israel Strike
IraninJoint Op, Tehran
Retaliates’ (Mar1). Every
nation must respect the sove-
reignty of other nations.
Issues of concernmust be
resolved without breaching
sovereignty. Military strikes
onlranby USandIsrael,
followed by retaliation by Iran
and then counter retaliatory
strikes have plunged the world
intoastate of uncertainty and
anxiety. All we have to show
for itisdisruption, lost lives
and absolute waste of materi-
al—naturaland human
resources. Let nations discern
that war is no solution toany
crisis. Animated conversation
between nations can avoid
‘wars and ensure world peace.
S Ramakrishnasayee, Chennai
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CONTRAPUNTO

3 The good Lord didn’t see fit to put oil and gas only where
there are democratically elected regimes friendly to US
- DICK CHENEY

Questions For Don, Bibi

US & Israel’s attack may not free Iranians and,
worst case, produce a West Asian crisis

n attacking Iran, Trump and Netanyahu may have crossed a

line from confrontation into open defiance of what remains of

international law. There is no credible legal framework that
Jjustifies a sweeping military campaign of this scale. No one with
an ounce of sense will mourn the death of a brutal dictator like
Khamenei. But that doesn't put alegal pink ribbon on the war.

Khamenei savagely crushed dissent whenever it surfaced. From
the Iranian Green Movement to the 2022 uprising sparked by the
death of Mahsa Amini, the state’sanswer was consistent:force, fear,
and fatalities. Many Iranians feel terrified of and estranged from
the leadership - brute authority grafted onto a society yearning to
breathe. Sanctions, fuelled in part by Tehran’s incendiary rhetoric
andregional adventurism, have punished citizensfar more than the
elite. Till now, the regime survived; the public paid the price.

But is that regime now endmg" That's the tricky question. Popular
revulsion towards authoritarianism does
nottranslate into tactical wisdom. Removing
a regime by foreign force is a perilous
gamble. Even if theclerical order collapses,
what rises in its place is uncertain. Iran’s
¥ opposition is fragmented. Exiled figures

such as Reza Pahlavi command diaspora
sympathy but not much support inside
Lran Groups like Mojahedin-e-Khalq are a basket case themselves.
Ethnic groups like Kurds and Balochs have their own agendas.

Let’s not forget the Ayatollah regime cultivated a web of armed
actors: Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps, its Quds Force, Basij
militia, and regional proxies such as Kata'ib Hezbollah and Ansar
Allah.Inaprotracted conflict, these networks can ignite flashpoints
across West Asia, turning a bilateral clash into regional chaos. In
thefirst36 hoursof theconflict, Iran targeted Israel, put USmilitary
assets in the region in its crosshairs, and hit some installations in
Bahrain, Qatar and UAE. The impact seemed limited. But what if
Tehran's warning of agreatretaliation is borne out?

Of course, for Washington and Jerusalem, the ideal outcome
would be an internal recalibration — a pragmatic figure emerging
from within the system to negotiate a reset. But that hinges on
whether the Revolutionary Guard chooses survival through
compromise or resistance through escalation. No one knows the
answer to that right now. So, there’s a chance this confrontation
could spiral fast - and ugly. That’s terrible news for the world and
for India. Oil (the focus of our next comment) apart, there are
8mn Indians in Gulf. GOI has a toughjob going forward.

Oil At $100?

Not if war is short, or China and US use their
ol reserves to ease pressure on market

O il prices wererisingbefore Iran war started Saturday. Question

now is, how high will they go? Analysts say it depends on

how long war lasts. When Israel attacked Iran last June, oil
briefly jumped from less than $70 a barrel to around $80, which
was far below the $100-$120 analysts had predicted. But that was
a12-day war. This time, amid US buildup, oil had already touched
$72.5 by Friday. It’s expected to nudge $75 today, and rise to $100
eventually if wardragson.

A prolonged war will impact W Asian oil supplies to big buyers
like India and China in three ways. One, tankers can’t sail through
Strait of Hormuz under Iranian fire; two, Iran targets neighbours’
wells and refineries, and three, its
proxies in Yemen once again close Red
Sea route to ships. If tankers reroute
around S Africa, freight costs alone
couldrise upto60%.

Some 20mn barrels of oil flows
through Straitof Hormuzdaily-roughly
equal to India-China combined daily demand. There’s no easy way
to replace it. After India scaled back Russian supplies under US
pressure, its dependence on oil from Iraq and Saudi Arabia has
increased. With Venezuela producing less than 1mn barrels a
day, it's not an alternative. Brazil and US supplies won't be available
immediately either.

Oil at $100 is bad news beyond pump prices because it will stoke
inflation. By some estimates, a 0.6-0.7 percentage point increase is
possible. That will slow down economic growth. If dollar strengthens—
it likely will — the hit will be even harder. But how bad things get
willalso depend on how US and China use their strategic petroleum
reserves. Mid-Feb, US had around 415mn barrels in stock, and
China possibly 1.3bn - enough to cover four months’ demand. If
both draw from their reserves — China probably will while prices
are high - and buy less oil over the next few weeks, global price
pressure might ease.

Yalla Dubai

As war debris falls on the city, it does not panic
Bikram Vohra

Whileattack i

are undeniably stressful the public rpacuon in Dubai reveals
an awesome side to our psyche. As I write, life, for most of us,
is normal. All we are doing is heeding the advice of staying
indoorstoavoid the debris of intercepted missiles.

And we are a pretty hardy lot, all 220 nationalities that
make this city hum. There's concern in huge, big dollops, for
sure, but no panic. That is Dubai for yon and pretty much
proud weare of thisresilience under fire. We are not just bling
and bells and whistles, we own this place and only when the chips are down do
werealise there is gravel in the gut.

QOops oops there were two bangs right now, windows are rattling. But the
authoritieslead from the frontand their mind-blowingefficiency makes usfeel
we helong that we are being taken care of - which makes it all the more
annoying that this clly is being targeted. Yet. lhe metro is running, the buses

Columnist
based in Dubai

AFTER AYATOLLAH...

Does US have a blueprint? Will Iran, stretched
to the limits, descend into Syria-like chaos?

Jane Kinninmont

Khamenei dead, Iran’s
ruling establishment has
entered what can only be
described as survival
mode. Faced witha threat
it views not merely as
strategxcbulemsken(\a]
Tehran is responding
‘with instinctsof asystem
under siege. That's why Gulf states, too,
have found themselves in the crosshairs.
Objective is regime preservation - and
willingness to raise costs across the
region reflects precisely that.

Even Oman - long positioned as a
discreet diplomatic bridge and recently
at theforefront of efforts toreviveanuclear
deal - reported missiles heading towards
itseconomically vital port of Dugm.

The symbolism is stark: no state is
insulated, not even those pursuing
de-escalation. Images of fires near Gulf
economic hubs reverberate far beyond
the battlefield, unsettling markets and
rattling investor confidence. Should Iran’s
govt survive this crisis, it will likely find
itself more regionally isolated than at
any point in recent memory. Yet from
Tehran’s vantage point, if survival is at
stake, isolation is a secondary concern.

Transition in Tehran appears structured
enough toensure continuity. Yet political
systems under pressure rarely move
without friction. In the coming weeks,
tensions within the Iranian elite are
likely to surface - disagreements over
whether the Islamic Republicmust adapt
to survive, or whether defiance remains
itsonly viable doctrine.

West Asia expert
based in London

framing compromise as capitulation? Or
does it explore accommudﬂtlon seekmg
topreser thi

rather than escalation?

Washington's posture adds another
layer of uncertainty. Would US actively
pursue regime collapse? Or would
“regime decapitation” suffice - a
symbolic victory following Khamenei’s
death, allowing President Trump to
declare success and step back?

One conceivable pathway resembles
what some in Washington have termed a
“Venezuela scenario™ encouraging the
rise of a more pragmatic figure within
the system, someone capable of striking
a limited deal. Yet such an outcome
may leave IRGC dominant - effectively
producing a paramilitary state with
trappmgs of re].lgmn Whethm ]:RGC
born of

Israel really wanted this war. But does it,
and US, have a coherent exit strategy?

Attila Somfalvi

‘The war surprised almost
noone in Israel. For weeks,
the slow-motion collapse
of USdran negotiations
had been visible. It was
widely understood Neta-

Political analyst  nyahu had been pressing
basedinTel Aviv  Trumpto use force.
- Against that backdrop

and amid intensifying unrest within
Lran the belief took root in Tel Aviv that
rhetoric alone would not bend Tehran's
course. The regime’s violent repression
of its own citizens reinforced a broader
perception that it'll yield only to pressure.
Thus, the elimination of Khamenei marks
apivotal and deeply symbolic rupture.
But what follows? Will this moment
Iranians to mount a decisive

us
influence, would emex tain such a plvol
isdeeply uncertain.

Then there is the
possibility of systemic
collapse-partialortotal.
History offers sobering
lessons. Collapse can
produce transition; it
can also unleash civil
war. Syria’s trajectory —
prolonged devastation
followed by uncenam
political shift - is
cautionary example.

A purely domes(ic‘
political reset, led by
pragmatists capable of
rebuilding trust with
their own population,

Wolﬂdarg\mhl)be(heleast TEHRAN WRMOIL b Teach
yon s

Earlier, rely on its network
of non-stateallies- Hezbollah, Hamas, the
Houthis. Thatdeter: rent weh hasnow been

ion:
So, Iran faces the uncomfonable reahly campaigns
thati carries i

isalso, perhaps, the least probable.

The other problem is that the perceived
operational success of previous pressure
may have recalibrated

thesame credibility.
From Washington and Tel AvIvs
perspective, a Iran, v

’s risk tolerance - so, rather
than entering with a detailed blueprint
for pos(~conﬂjcl Iran, the approach
fe 't

its deterrence while edging closer to nuclear
threshold status, was deemedarisk worth
pre-empting. What happens next hinges
onseveral volatile vari zables Wlll thelranian

US invasion of Iraq stands as a
warning: unintended consequences
often emerge not from the opening
sa]vos butfmm what follow:

challenge from within? Or will the system
close ranks, restore equi-
librium, and project con-
tinuity inthefaceof shock?

Khamenei’s rule was
defined by ideological
rigidity paired with insti-
tutional entrenchment.
Power radiated not only
from the supreme leader’s
3% officebutthroughadense
network of security bodies
and patronage structures.
Chief among them is
IRGC, a hybrid force
that is at once military,
economic conglomerate,
and guardian of revolu-

tionary orthodoxy.

Its reach extends
borders
through allied militias and proxies that
provide Tehran with strategic depth
and asymmetricleverage.

That infradoes not dissolve overnight.
Those who now compete to shape Iran’s
future will prioritise survival - personal,
institutional, and ideological

A weakened regime may seek to
consolidate internally before ing

sawi ityinG

Long-standi =
including the belief that Israel would
refrain from striking Iran directly -
were upended.

Since then, the region’s geopolitical
tectonics have been in motion. Alliances
are recalibrating; deterrence equations
arebeingrewritten. The current US-Israeli
campaign aims not merely to disrupt
Iran’s capabilities but to redefine the
strategicorderfor years to come. Whether
it succeeds depends on more than fire-
power. It hinges on political endurance,

of unintended consequences.

Complicating matters is the evolving
American domestic landscape. The
operational intimacy between the Israel
Defense Forces and US military remains
formidable. Yet Israel's standing in
American publicopinion has shifted.

Surveys increasingly show greater
sympathy among Americans for Palesti-
nianaspirations than for Israeli policies
- a dramatic departure from decades
of bipartisan consensus. Support in
Congress, once reflexive, is now more
contested. American politicians, atten-
tive to voters weary of protracted
conflicts, cannot ignore this trend.

The implication is stark: Trump may
be among the last US presidents to align
so instinctively with Israel's stmtegxc
outlook. If that anchor weakens in
future administrations, Israel could
face a more conditional partnership
with itsmost critical ally.

Thatreality lendsurgency

If thisis indeeda
window toneutralise whatIsrael perceives
ial Iranian threat,
must justify the risks undertaken.

Meanwhile, Israeli society confronts
the tangible strain of war. Time spentin
shelters and fortified urpasse
thatof the June 2025 conflict. Sirens frac-
ture routine; interceptions illuminate
night skies; casualties underscore the
human cost of strategic ambition. Israelis
ar seasoned crisis.

externally It may bl escalationto

Yet resili isnoti ible.

restore delerrence Oritmay quietly explore

Iran icating

under pressure’ Will pubhc dlscontem
i

of mom].lsmg sustiuned reslstance’ And
if it does, will the security apparatus -
battle-hardened and uncompromising —
revert todecisive repression?

The strategic fork in the road isequally
stark. Does the leadership double down
on confrontation with US and Israel,

the US occupation there.

The final question may not concern
Iran alone. Other powers, wary of an
unpredictable American president, might
calculate that drawing Washington deeper
into an Iranian quagmire serves their
mlerests Inaworld of shiftingalliances
and oppo

topreservethecoreof its
power. None of these paths guarantees
theemergence of afreerIran, nordothey
ensureregional calm.

From abroader West Asian perspective,
the present confrontation is not an isolated
eruption but a continuation of the conflict
that ignited on Oct 7. 2023. That watershed
moment xeshaped

Militarily results of coordinated Israeli
and American strikes appear significant.
But war cannot be measured solely in
sorties flown or targets destroyed.

Awarmust culminate inacoherent exit
strategy - one that translates battlefield
advantage into diplomatic architecture
and geopohncal stabihty Without that,
even the most impressive tactical victory
risks into another chapter of

can become atoolof deterrence.

bollah was battered and stripped of
much of its aura of invincibility. Hamas

unresolved confrontation in a region
already weary of endless war.

Trump’s Real Goals: Get Iran’s Energy, Geopolitically Hobble
China, Russia. But Big Shifts Rarely Happen Smoothly

Aydin Sezer

corridors would further dilute Russian influence. In
that sense, Iran is not just a regional file - it is a hinge

areless visible than war, but no less transformative.
And then them isthe questxon of pubhc psychnlogy

‘Why Israel isattacking Iran is clear. Why

. Trumpis,isamuchmore complicated
answer. And it has nothing to do with

‘freedom’ for Iranian people.

First, energy. Iran possesses the
world’s second-largest natural gas
reserves and one of the largest oil
reserves. Sanctions have kept those
hydrocarbons largely outside Western
markets. A reuuegra(ed Iran would not merely sell oil; it

Ex-Turkish diplomat
based in Ankara

would redray 1 map.Ir upply, Regime change, however, need not
once politicall strategic  resemble revolution. It may not mean
possibility. OpenmglransﬁeldstoWeslerncapnalmould the fall of the Islamic Republic in
notsimply’ itwor dramatic fashion, nor the metmatwn 5

Second, China. Beijingis Tehran’sprimary oil customer
and akey partner in sanctions-era trade. Iran isa critical
corridor in the Belt and Road Initiative, serving as a
connective bridge between East Asia and Europe. Any
shift that brings Iranian exports under US regulatory
orbit weakens China’s energy security. Control does
not require occupation; it requires integration into a
Western-dominated financial and logistical system.
In the age of great-power competition, pipelines can
matter asmuchasaircraft carriers.

Third, Russia. Moscow and Tehran have grown
closer in recent years. So, if and when Iran’s energy
re-enters Western markets at scale, Moscow’s leverage
over Europe narrows dramatically Integrating the
South Caucasus and Central Asia into Western energy

inthe wider Eurasian contest. insidel

But geopolitics is never purely external. Iran's
internal dynamics matter just as much. Years of
economic strain, currency collapse, and social unrest
have eroded the social contract between state and
citizen. Brutal crackdowns following protest waves have
damaged trust in ways that may not be easily
repaired. The opposition remains fragmented
and leaderless, vet dissatisfaction is
widespread and generational.

emerge through elite recalibration - §
newactorswithin the systemrepositioning
Iran towards gradual normalisation.
Unless, US and Israel decide to exploit
Tran’s subregional flashpoints. The most
volatile variable lies along Iran’s periphery.
Kurdish regions in the west (Rojhilat), Azeri-majority
areas in the northwest, and Baluch communities in
the southeast have long existed at sensitive fault lines.
External encouragement of ethnic di
subtle - can magnify local grievances into national
crises. Pressure could materialise through managed
instability: intelligence support, calibrated strikes, and
political backing of sub-state actors. Such strategies

Historically foreign inter ‘iggered
nationalist ion. Yet today, fati ddisill
sionment complicate that reflex. Some may resist; others
may wait insilence, uncertain whether external pressure
heralds catastrophe or opportunity.

If Tehran were to emerge from isolation and enter
the Western system, the result would not simply
be sanctions relief. It would be a structural
reorderingof West Asia. An Israel-Gulf-Iran
axis-once unimaginable - could anchor
a pragmatic commercial zone under a

renewed American umbrella. Iranian

gas flowing to Europe would squeeze

Moscow’s room for Beijing’s
# » Eurasian corridor would require
recalibration. Global capital would find
one of the region's largest untapped
markets suddenly accessible.

Remember, though, tectonic shifts
rarely unfold cleanly. Power transitions in
ideologically anchored states tend towards
turbulence. The question is not whether Iran changes -
all states do. The question is how violent the passage
becomes, and who shapes its direction.

In the end, the struggle over Iran is not only about
centrifuges or missiles. It is about who writes the
geopolitical code of West Asia for the next generation —
and whether that code is drafted through negotiation,
implosion, or confrontation.
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TIGER APHORISMS
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Allwar-propaganda. all screaming
and lies and hatred, comes invariably
from people who arenot fighting.

George Orwell

Unheeded Wisdom And A Materialistic Superpower

areontime, th infullfor mobike ating
their normal roar: It is this community spirit that has got us through Day One.
Even the ATP 500 finals were not cancelled Saturday evening. This said, the
unease of not knowing where it'sall going in the future is real and tangible.
But we are assuring friends and family in the home countries as much as
they are calling us. Truly telling friends and neighbours to be concerned but
not be stupid. No point rushing off to the desert and getting stuck. The rescue
teams have bigger fish to fry. Nopoint congregating in large groups in the open.
No one is really panicking, buying or stocking up at the supermarkets. Come
Monday it is a work day and Dubai for most purposes will open for business.
Stay home because if you try to check into a hotel in another emirate as a
resident they won't check you in. Priority is for those who are stranded and in

Jwalant Swaroop resisted. The deeper piritual freedom millions ps chant, inquire,
values -remained unanswered. chao: e and seek:
hen Swami Vivekananda, Instead, US i its: Today, th isvisiblenotinthe ~ walkingpaths illuminated by these
Paramhansa Yogananda, Osho, pursmt of material i 11 infra, but in th llapse of inner teachem. ‘What was once fringe isnow
andACBhaknvedmm Swami 11-being. Despit American though still i
ed inUS, they carried military reach, and cultural influence. socxety faces wxdespread anxiety and Challenge of the present moment is not
‘This trajectory produced warnedlong  introduction, but integration.

wn.h them not merely Eastern teachings,
butacorrective wisdom meant fora
ilisation rising rapidly in external

wealthand innovation, but italso
pushed materialism to its limits.
ic phi uld

ci

The future will belong not to those
‘who abandon material progress, butto

ago: when the SeLf isforgotten, suffering
‘multiplies even in comfort.

power yetlacking inner From Indic 1y WO » From this vantage point, those who subordinate it to consciousness.
the Indic perspective, such arrivals are describe thisasrajas g: S the work of Vivekananda, Power must bow to wisdom, growth to
never accidental. They appear when unchecked by sattva- c8s sa'® Yogananda, Osho,and restraint, freedom to responsibility.
imbalance reaches acritical threshold. endless activity without Prabhupad appears tragically Inthislight, the failure of Americaisnot
Americalistened -but only partially. inner clarity When action pmphetic They foresaw that that it rejected spirituality outright, but that
Th i were losesi ing in wisdom, material success withoutinner it treated it as an accessory rather thana
admired, and selectively th  THE SPEAKING TREE wnsdom would notliberate i icphi i i

adopted yet rarely integrated at the civili-

rransxt Thmsayslta]l Inacity 1in elnluwenngapal
‘whohad nly ever polite nods in thy ddenl;
checking i and forming impromptu support pods.
Itisa masterclass intrustbetweenagovtand its people. Both ways. Our city
isn't just big and glitz. It's people, who, when the sky lights up for
the wrong reasons, choose to stand closer together.

institutional level. Meditation
becamea pmdumvltv toolrather thana
path to self-transcendence. \og became
physicalf than in

Devotion wasaestheticised, but 1ts demand
for surrender and restraint wi

it
theactorand the system.
Thenation that mastered the outer world
failed to cultivate the inner one. Political
polarisation, cultural fragmentation, and
social distrust are not isolated

humanity, but burden it. Their
teachings were not anti-Western or
anti-progress; they were warnings wrapped
mcompasslml Yet warnings ignored do
not —they returnascrises.

theyarea callecuve expression of an unin-
tegrated Without a shared

Indian philosophy teaches that when
adharm peaks, correction follows. Even now,

when the inner order isrestored, the outer

order follows naturally.
The new world ordsr thereiore will
from thy ialism

beyond its breaking point, but from those
wholearn -perhaps painfully - that conscio-
usness is ultimate currency of civilisation.
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Gulf on the brink after
Khamenei killing

As Iran weighs retaliation and Gulf states brace for
fallout, the region stands at a dangerous crossroads
between containment and full-scale war

Yet another war has started, this time predictably in the Middle
East, the region which has been on tenterhooks for quite some
time now. Despite the negotiations and peace parleys, the US
attacked Iran on February 28 with a flurry of missiles which
landed in Iran, causing heavy damage and reported killing its
supreme leader, Ali Khammenei along with his family
members. In a retaliatory action, Iran targeted various US
military bases in the Gulf region. This is not going to be an easy
or quick war, as presumed by the US, as Iran is not showing any
signs of surrendering to the will of the US and, in fact, has
become more resilient and is reportedly contemplating
collateral damage on a massive scale. With this situation, the
Middle East has entered one of the most perilous chapters in its
contemporary history.

The killing of Ali Khamenei is not merely the elimination of a
leader; it is the decapitation of a political system built around a
clerical authority. For over three decades, Khamenei stood at the
apex of Iran’s theocratic state, shaping its nuclear ambitions and
directing its regional proxies to take on the West and its
sympathisers. His sudden death leaves not justa vacuum in
Tehran, but a tremor across the Gulf.

Washmgton has legitimised an attack with failed nuclear

g and ing regional i ility. President
Trump has openly urged Iranians to “take over” their
government. Yet regime change is easier said than done. The
Islamic Republic of Iran was never merely Khamenei though he
was central to it. The Revolutionary Guards, the clerical
establishment, and a vast patronage network remain intact -
and potentially primed for retaliation. Above all, it is also
suspected to hold a sizable nuclear arsenal.

As stated above, it is not an easy war as some analysts in the
Pentagon might be thinking. The immediate danger is that this
might spread in the region and beyond. The US attack has made
Israel vulnerable with the looming danger of a nuclear attack if
Iran plays suicidal. The US war room wrongly assumed that the
people of Iran would come out to rebel against Iran's regime.

Iran’s “axis of resistance" - Hezbollah, Hamas, and militias in
Iraq and Yemen - may now become galvanise and launch
localised attacks as some of them have already started doing.
Missile strikes on Gulf infrastructure, shipping disruptions in
the Strait of Hormuz, or attacks on US bases are plausible.

This would indeed adversely impact the world economy,
already going under strenuous period. Oil markets are already
jittery; insurers are recalculating risk. Inside Iran, the picture is
equally volatile. Years of economic collapse, sanctions, and
brutal crackdowns have eroded the regime’s legitimacy.
Khamenei's death could embolden reformists and dissidents.

But it could just as easily empower hardliners within the
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps, who may consolidate power
under y rule. |

the coverti of
Russia and China could further intensify the conflict, making it
more violent, protracted, and reminiscent of a drawn-out war
like the situation in Ukraine.

| EETALK
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The forgotten power of philosophy

From Arthashastra to the teachings of Socrates, philosophy has long been described as the lamp that illuminates all sciences and the pillar that
ght has shaped |

sustains dharma. Far from being abstract or impractical, philosophical th

RAJIB

RAY SRIVASTAVA

“Philosophy is the lamp that illuminates all sci-
ences; it provides the techniques for all action;
and it is the pillar which supports dharma.” -
Preface of the Arthashastra by Kautilya

Philosophy occupies a special place in acad-
emia because of its distinctive style. While in
other subjects there is an answer to every ques-
tion, in philosophy there is a question for every
answer, so it is said that philosophy is the
mother of all academic disciplines and is also
the climax. The most striking speciality of phi-
losophy is that it makes us wiser rather than
intellectual or logical. Intelligence or logic can
be misused, but not wisdom. We all know how
some of the most logical sophist judges in Greek
Philosophy awarded capital punishment to
Socrates, one of the wisest figures in the
world.

Some people allege that the world of philos-
ophy and philosophers is imaginary. Their ideas
are esoteric and do not have any concern with
the problems of ordinary people in society. This
allegation reflects a very superficial understand-
ing of Philosophy. To realise how profound the
role of the philosopher is, it is necessary to cite
a few instances. Few of us know that on March
21,1977, the then Prime Minister, Mrs Indira
Gandhi, declared the end of the Emergency on
the suggestion of Jiddu Krishnamurti (as
accounted in the biography of . Krishnamurti,
written by P |ayakar), a renowned humanist and
philosopher, whose book ‘Freedom from the
Known' is considered a revolutionary work in
academia. Similarly, on November 8,2010, when
the then US President Barack Obama addressed
both Houses of the Indian Parliament, he cited
the influence of four Indians - Swami
Vivekananda, Rabindranath Tagore, Mahatma
Gandhi and B.R. Ambedkar. This acknowledge-
ment underlines the global contribution of
philosophers, and that of Indian philosophers.

Aphilosopherinfluences our inner self more
than the external environment, which is why
Socrates used to refer philosopher as a ‘doctor
of the soul’ who prescribes proper attitudes and
practices to nurture our mental health and hap-
piness. In a world where high economic
growth rates, intellectual skills, and advance-
ment of technology are considered as criteria
of a prosperous society, philosophers admin-
ister some new thought process to understand
human life in a deeper sense.

John Dewey, whose ideas on philosophy of
education work as a trailblazer, once said,
‘Education is not preparation for life, education

ONE MUST KEEP
IN MIND THAT
PHILOSOPHY IS
NOT JUST AN
ACADEMIC
SUBJECT RATHER
ALSO
CONCERNED
WITH THE
UPLIFTMENT OF
HUMANITY. ITS
ROLE IS VERY
INTENSE AND
WIDE.

Both authors are profes-
sors In the Department of
Philosophy, Kirori Mal
College, University of
Delhi.
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ders, guided

, and nurtured human dignity.

is life itself.’ There is hardly anyone who can
ignore its significance in the present rat-race
competitive world. In the era of artificial intel-
ligence and Chat GPT, teachings like “Appo
Deepo Bhava"- Be your own lamp of Gautama
Buddha, Socrates' proposition “An unexamined
life is not worth living", or Swami Vivekananda's
call “Strength is life, weakness is death” are the
core values of our existence. No sensible
society should neglect these
insightful ideas. If most of us had
been philosophical thinkers, we
would not have been misled by

condition, and the lack of opportunities in this
field is one of the most important reasons. Our
policymakers should take note of this. Even
though the National Education Policy-2020
makes several references to the Indian
Knowledge System and Philosophy, our law-
makers and educationists must make more
efforts to address the problem of the dwindling
popularity of this subject. One may suggest that
this subject be introduced in the
class 11th and 12th of the CBSE and
ICSE Boards, as it's been done at

]'om the school level in some state

scheming politicians and fake
godmen all these years.

Philosophical ideas can play a very signifi-
cant role in addressing these types of socio-
political and ethical malaise in society. We eval-
uate Mahatma Gandhi asa champion of truth
and non-violence, but his most impactful
teaching is his unmatched emphasis on
human dignity. As he writes in his autobiog-
raphy- ‘It has always been a mystery to me how
men can feel themselves honoured by the
humiliation of their fellow beings.'
Unfortunately, we failed to understand this fun-
damental truth that our mind is the silent archi-
tect of our life.

So, if there is restlessness in our mind and
shrewdness in our behaviour, then there will
be complete chaos in our lives as well as in
society. One can say that Philosophy unites a
world which is deeply shattered in the name
of region, religion, caste, race and ideology.

A major challenge for philosophy is its
decline in academia because of fewer enroll-
ments of students in this subject.

Itis beyond comprehension why a subject
which is considered the mother of all other sub-
jectsis losing its importance amongst students.
Universities across the country face this dismal

T3 boards.
One must keep in mind that
Philosophy is not just an academic subject
rather also concerned with the upliftment of
humanity. Its role is very intense and wide.

As a mother of all subjects, it is indispens-
able for the intellectual and ethical growth of
human beings. The value of philosophy
should not be evaluated in getting final
answers but in the very process of seeking
them, which elevates human life and under-
standing. It helps individuals navigate life by
fostering an unselfish, open-minded approach
that reduces anxiety and increases the ability
to understand, justice, and love.

As Nobel Laureate Bertrand Russell wrote in
his well-known essay ‘The Value of Philosophy’
in 1912 -“Ifall men were well off, if poverty and
disease had-been reduced to their lowest pos-
sible point, there would remain much to be
done to produce a valuable society; and even
in the existing world the goods of the mind are
atleastas important as the goods of the body.

It is exclusively among the goods of the mind
that the value of philosophy is to be found; and
only those who are not indifferent to these
goods can be persuaded that the study of phi-
losophy is not a waste of time.”

The faceoff: Success & failure in the corporate world

An artisan gives finishing touches to an idol of Lord Krishna ahead of the Holi
festival, in Nadia, West Bengal,

—

DIGITAL EXPERIENCE

PHOTO: PT}

N

@ www.dailypioneer.com
@ facebook comy/dailypioneer €9 @TheDailyPioneer
@® instagram.com/dailypioneer @ linkedin.com/in/The Pioneer

A CALL TO CONDEMN ESCALATING WAR
AND DEFEND HUMANITY

The world is witnessing a troubling
escalation of violence that is
devastating entire communities.
This period may well be
remembered as one defined by
cycles of retaliation, with
diminishing regard for culture,
civilisation, and shared humanity.
The recent joint military strikes by
the United States and Israel against
Iran raise serious concerns about
respect for national i

advancing American interests ina
volatile region.The United States
remains a leading global arms
exporter, with a significant portion
of its defence trade linked to the
Middle East. This reality has
prompted debate over whether
military engagements align with
economic priorities tied to the
defence sector. Questions have also
been raised about inconsistencies

The people of any country alone
have the right to determine their
system of governance and political
future. Critics argue that US.
foreign policy often reflects
broader geopolitical and economic
objectives. Past interventions in
countries such as Venezuela, Irag,

nuclear
among different nations.At a time
like this, many believe that
‘countries capable of doing so
should speak clearly against
unilateral military actions. India,
which aspires to global leadership,
faces expectations to articulate its
position firmly. Silence may be

and Libya are freq ly cited as
examples where internal political
structures were deeply affected. In
the Middle East, Israel is widely
viewed as a key strategic ally

as i The
international community must act
responsibly to uphold peace,
sovereignty, and human values.
A G.RAJMOHAN | ANANTAPUR

Please send your letter ta the info@dailypioneer.com.
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A couple of days ago, a childhood friend dropped in
to meet me. Otherwise quite a jovial person, with a
cutting-edge sense of humour and repartee, that day
he looked dejected and worn down. Lines of stress and
anxiety hovered on his brow like dark monsoon clouds.
Immediately, | discerned that something was amiss.
After some prodding, he broke down, and sobbing like
a child, told me that he had been sidelined- once again-
for progression in the corporation for which he had
worked for close to four decades.

On hearing his plight, | found myselfreturning to an
old, unsettling question: What is success, and what is
failure? Are they merely opposite sides of the same
coin, or are they far more complex than we admit? For
centuries, sages and philosophers have wrestled

with this paradox, leaving behind a vast treasury of
thought. While their reflections offer frameworks and
metaphors, none can give a definitive answer. My own
understanding of success has not been static. Rather,
it has evolved with time-sometimes subtly, sometimes
painfully.

At different stages, | have measured success against
different yardsticks, in the process creat:
ing an edifice that rests on four core pillars:
family, health, finances, and professiona

unseen rules that govern who advances and who
remains sidelined, because when systems harbour
unfairness-subtle or overt-careers can be quietly
impacted, sometimes permanently, often ominously,

leaving no scope for reclamation.
As for my friend, the story does not end here, because
outside the narrow corridor of hierarchy, his life tells
adifferent tale- he has fared well in edu-

il ifi i cation, his finances are stable, his family

i i X i ONCEY lifeis fulfilling and his health, for the most
standing. Together, they form a balanced part, has been kind to him. To calm his
architecture of a well-lived life. Measured frayed nerves, | explained that these are

against these visible metrics of the corpo-
rate superstructure, my friend's journey seems grossly
underwhelming.

The foremost reason is that institutions, by their very
nature, lack warmth, compassion and transparency,
leading to a cascading toxic downturn, where out-
comes are declared without sufficient explanation and
where, sadly, when progression stalls, clarity is rarely
offered. This opacity makes self-assessment extreme-
ly challenging-as one is forced to ponder whether this
is because of a shortfall in one’s capability, or the
unpredictable dynamics of a complex system? Amid
all this, the metaphor that comes to mind is a race-
perhaps, a rat race. In any race, performance matters,
but so does the referee, so does the track, so do the

not minor footnotes, but that they are
foundational achievements.

Ifsuccess is viewed through this wider lens, the nar-
rative shifts significantly, and success becomes less
about podium finishes and more about the integrity
of participation. It is about having run the race
without compromising one’s core ethics. It is about
building a life that, when viewed in totality, feels coher-
ent and meaningful.

And that the saga of success and failure is not epic
because of victory or defeat. It is epic because of the
lifelong effort to understand what truly counts.

The writer is a Delhi based author, corporate coach
nd social activist

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

India needs real gender parity

International Women's Day, observed every year on
March 8, is a tribute to the strength, talent and
achievements of women across the globe. Yet, it must
remain more than a symbolic celebration. It should
continue to remind us of the urgent need to improve
the condition of women everywhere.ln our country,
serious issues such as rape, domestic violence, lack of
education and limited economic opportunities still
affect millions of women. Empowerment means
enabling women to make their own decisions and
stand up not only for themselves but for others as
well.Despite scientific and technological progress
worldwide, no nation has achieved full gender equality.
Millions of women still face legal and professional
barriers. Women remain underrepresented in
parliaments, experience wage gaps, and continue to
endure gender-based violence.
The 2026 theme, “Give To Gain,” reminds us that
supporting women's rights benefits society as a whole.
Women are the backbone of families and communities,
contributing to social and economic development.
International Women'’s Day should be a moment to
reflect on progress, and celebrate the courage of
ordinary women who create extraordinary impact.
JUBEL D'CRUZ | MUMBA!

Judicial fatigue and a system in distress

The near-dysfunctional state of our judicial system is
an open secret. Allegations of corruption, staggering case
backlogs, inadequate infrastructure, procedural delays,
and concerns about efficiency in lower courts continue
to erode public trust. Reports of a nexus between sections
ofthe judiciary, political influence, and powerful interests
only deepen this crisis.Recently, a judge of the Allahabad
High Court, |ustice Subhash Vidyarthi, candidly admitted
to being “hungry, tired and incapacitated” after hearing
nearly thirty cases in a single day, forcing him to reserve
judgment. His statement was not merely personal
exhaustion; it symbolised a system stretched beyond
capacity.

Decades ago, ustice V. R. Krishna lyer of the Supreme
Court of India warned that India’s justice delivery mech-
anism was nearing collapse under delays, inefficiency, and
corruption. Nearly fifty years later, that warning appears
prophetic.Strengthening infrastructure, increasing judi-
cial appointments, improving accountability, and mod-
ernising procedures must become national priorities. A
robust judiciary is the backbone of democracy. When
courts falter, constitutional guarantees weaken.The
health of our republic depends on restoring credibility and
efficiency to this crucial pillar of governance.

AVINASH GODBOLEY | DEWAS

Federal norms & the imperative of due process

A recent controversy erupted after the Delhi Police
detained two activists in Himachal Pradesh without
formally informing the state authorities. Reports
suggest that the Himachal Pradesh Police was not
taken into confidence prior to the operation,
prompting the Chief Minister to invoke established
guidelines laid down by the Supreme Court of India on
inter-state arrests. These guidelines require prior
intimation and coordination between states to
uphold federal principles, maintain administrative
harmony, and prevent jurisdictional conflicts.The
incident appears to have arisen either from a
communication breakdown between police units or
from external pressures influencing procedural
decisions. Regardless of the cause, such lapses risk
undermining cooperative federalism and eroding
public confidence in law enforcement agencies.To
prevent similar episodes, structured training at police
academies and institutionalised inter-state
coordination mechanisms must be strengthened.
Clear protocols, regular communication channels, and
strict adherence to due process are essential to ensure
professionalism, transparency, and respect for
constitutional norms across jurisdictions.

RS NARULA | PATIALA
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Lessons from India’s Maritime Footprint

At a time when shifting geopolitics and initiatives like the Maritime Silk Route are redefining influence in the Indian Ocean Region, India must reclaim its historical narrative through a
coordinated transnational maritime heritage project that blends culture,

RAGHVENDRA
SINGH

India and the Indian Ocean have been
inseparably connected by geography and
history. This region has been a cradle of
civilisations. Major religions and faiths of
the world are all represented in the littoral
and island nations of the Indian Ocean.

We know how geography exerts great
influence on politics and security, partic-
ularly in matters ‘maritime’. It is in this
context that the Indian Ocean acquires
importance. On its waters are carried half
of the world's container shipments, one-
third of bulk cargo traffic and two-thirds of
oil. About one-third of the world’s popula-
tion inhabits the littoral straits and islands
of the Indian Ocean. Four of these countries
have populations in excess of one hundred
and forty million people, namely, India,
Pakistan, Indonesia and Bangladesh.

Millennia before Columbus sailed the
Atlantic and Magellan crossed the Pacific,
the Indian Ocean was an active thorough-
fare of cultural and commercial traffic. It
was around 45 AD that the discovery was
made of how to use the monsoon winds
too directly cross the Arabian Sea instead
of hugging the coast. The Indian navigators,
though, had already sailed and discovered
Sacotra long before the first century AD.
They had navigated the Red Sea using the
magnetic needle, the Matsya Yantra, for
determining direction. The existence of
prosperous Hindu colonies in Malaya,
Sumatra, Java, Cambodia and modern-day
Vietnam clearly indicates that the Bay of
Bengal had been mastered long before the
First Century AD. That peninsular India was
maritime in its tradition is borne out by the
writings of Fa Hien, a Chinese visitor to
India between AD 400 and 410. He was
transported by sea from Sri Lanka to Sri
Vijaya along with 200 merchants. There are
numerous references to the Mauryas and
the Andhras about the Eastern Seas. The
Chinese had an extensive sea trade along
the Malabar Coast. Hieun Tsang, who
visited India in the 7th Century AD describes
the vast overseas trade during the Gupta
period. There are numerous mentions of
the Chola emperors and their powerful sea-
faring capacity.

ivity and cont

porary strategy.

A vibrant trade route through sea
linked the east with the west, from the
West Coast of Japan, through islands of
Indonesia, India and to the land of the

OUR GOAL Middle East; and from there across the
SHOULD ALSO Mediterranean to Europe. The links were
BE TO REVIVE formed by traders through buying and
THE HISTORICAL  selling from port to port. They traded
mainly in spices. The use of monsoon
TRADE ROUTES winds in the Indian Ocean was a boon to
IN A LARGE sailing ships. It helped them in their
GEOPOLITICAL travels to and from India.
AND GEO- _Artefacts of the Saraswati-Sindhu
ECONOMIC vamsanor:’have been found in middle-
CONTEXT. east and Egypt dating back 5000 years.

The writer is Advisor, Bharat
Ki Soch and is former
Culture Secretary, Govt of
India
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Large colonies of Romans lived in the port
cities of India, especially on the eastern
coast in Tamil Nadu, in the first millen-
nium. Some of the earliest seafaring ships
plied between the coast of Kerala and the
Middle East. The second-oldest mosque
in the world was constructed in
Kodungalur in Kerala in 629 AD.
Buddhism spread to all corners of Asia
through sea and land routes. Centres like
Sukhothai, Ayodhya, Angkorvat in the
East, or Swat, Bamiyan or Dun Hwang, are
manifestations of vibrant cultural links
of India with the regions around the
Indian Ocean. Ramayan was the most
popular story told in this region. The

and reliefs across Asia.

Siddhartha Gautama.

Hindu and Buddhist traditions provide
some of the finest paintings, sculptures

Despite having footprints all across,
India has failed to build a historical nar-
rative around it. Sacotra hardly finds any
mention, as do several other coastal
world heritage sites across the Western
Indian Ocean that show evidence of
Indian maritime activity. In the Ajanta
caves, the narrative of Simhala, a sea-
faring merchant is prominently depict-
ed. Simhala was an incarnation of

He, along with 500 merchants,
had landed in Tamradweep (Sri
Lanka). This is an interesting story
that finds a connection with Sri
Lanka. A great scope for collaboration
exists amongst maritime museums. A col-
laboration with the maritime museum,
currently being set up at Lothal in
Guijarat, India, would prove very useful.

India has yet to highlightits historical
connection across Africa, the Middle
East and Southern Europe. While inaugu-
rating the Kochi metro in June 2017, Prime
Minister Modi had called Kochi, the
queen of the Arabian Sea, an important
spice trading centre. Our goal should also
be to revive the historical trade routes in

context.

How can India launch a project to
sustain its cross-national connectivity
with East Africa, the Arabian Peninsula,
and the Indian subcontinent, Sri Lanka,
and the South East Asian archipelagos?
More than three dozen countries can be
identified as partners if an Outreach
Project gets mooted. India is a signato-
ry to various UNESCO conventions. An
outreach like this will provide a platform
across the Indian Ocean
world through a cross-
cultural transnational
narrative. It can seek a
trans-national nomina-
World
Heritage by highlighting the links of the

S
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tion under

Indian Ocean Maritime route.

tions.

a large geopolitical and geo-economic

This will provide visibility to connec-
tivity, encourage research, tourism, and
develop heritage. The project could nav-
igate through coastal architecture, mar-
itime heritage, artefacts, maritime
museums, underwater cultural heritage,
industrial heritage, ship building, intan-
gible cultural heritage, trade routes, cul-
tural products, pilgrimage, religious
travel, oral traditions and literary tradi-

FIRST
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A possible way forward would be to
begin collecting data on historical
exchanges in the field of both tangible
and intangible maritime cultural her-
itage. This may include knowledge path-
ways related to art, philosophy, mathe-
matics, geography and sciences. No
project of this kind exists at the moment.
This research could feed into proposing
aWorld Heritage nomination to UNESCO.
This will truly place the maritime cultur-
al heritage of the Indian Ocean on a firm
and independent footing.

The Maritime Silk Route (MSR) initiative
is already impacting the strategic balance
in the Indian Ocean region. It is common
knowledge that MSR strives for an influ-
ence in the Indian Ocean. The new
geopolitics of the Indian Ocean region is
defined by America’s declining influ-
ence. The old geo-politics of the Indian
Ocean Region (IOR), characterised by US
hegemony as a leading force from the
Middle East to the Pacific, is giving way
to a new dynamic as America's focus
shifts gradually from the Indian Ocean to
the West Pacific region. Though India's
economy is the biggest in the IOR, China
is the biggest user of its sea lanes. The
MSR initiative is an indication of increas-
ing realisation of the growing salience of
the Indian Ocean. MSR is aimed at allow-
ing China’s maritime military power to
break free from the geographical con-
straints of the Western Pacific island
chains.

Nearly all of India’s merchandise trade
transit via the sea. Land based trade
routes are unlikely to come up in the near
future. India would necessarily have to
rely on international shipping lanes.
Security and safety of the shipping would
remain a paramount concern for many
years to come. The critical question is
whether MSR shall impair this safety?

Belt Road and MSR offer thousands of
scholarships, hold art and film festivals,
book fairs, make it more convenient to
apply for tourist visas, cooperate on epi-
demic information, treatment technolo-
gies, public health emergencies, technol-
ogy transfer, maritime cooperation,
cooperation among cities, and among
non-governmental organisations.

India should implement an initiative
that promotes understanding of common
heritage and multiple identities. India
needs torevive its lost linkages, provide
a cross-cultural transnational narrative
and evolve a relationship between
natural and cultural heritage in the IOR.

Stability at the top, uncertainty

below: The test before Modi 3.0

ANIL
ANAND

A strong, dominant leader, Prime Minister Mr
Narendra Modi is in the midst of his third term
as Prime Minister. The BJP’s failure to secure even
a simple majority in the 2024 Lok Sabha polls
has not affected the stability of its coalition gov-
ernment.

With Mr Nitish Kumar in the Bihar chief min-
ister’s seat, notwithstanding his oft-repeated
health issues, and Telugu Desam Party (TDP) chief
and Andhra Pradesh chief minister, Mr N
Chandrababu Naidu rushing every week to Delhi
with fresh set of demands and returning satis-
fied, the Modi Government-03 has sailed smooth-
ly so far, resting on the crutches of TDP and
Janata Dal (u).

This is one dimension of the political stabil-
ity which, of course, is directly related to a stable
government at the Centre. Full marks to Mr Modi
and his strategists for deftly managing the
National Democratic Alliance’s (NDA's) internal
dynamics. Does it imply questioning the tools
of statecraft used to achieve this stability? Yes,
itdoes if the strategy overwhelming-
Iy rests on weakening the pillars on
which rests the edifice of democra-
cy, using constitutional bodies and
government wings to corner polit-
ical rivals, and silencing opponents.

What must worry the nation, and more so Mr
Modi is the uncertainty prevailing elsewhere
outside the NDA arena? Beginning from
Parliament, the uncertainty runs down to the
lowest level of political and administrative struc-
tures. And equally or more worrying is the
manner in which the foundations of the society,
based on brotherhood and harmony, are sys-
tematically sought to be shaken in the name of
religion, colour and cast with a political purpose

Everyone knew that the Indo-US trade agree-
ment was on its way and unstoppable. Even as
its fine print s still to be deciphered in full detail
to declare the winners and losers, the uncertain-
ty on this front has also loomed large. The
problem, ostensibly, lies in the strange attitude
of the ruling diaspora at the helm to portray
themselves as winners all the time, come what
may. This phenomenon is at full play in the after-
math of the agreement happening.

No government can be right and win all the
time. There are good and bad decisions and their
fallouts. Adispensation could be a winner some-
times and a loser at others. The Godly approach

|

to declare an indispensable and no-wrongdo-
erimage and stamping political rivals, dead or
alive, and those having a different viewpoint as
the fall-guys, stretching the definition to being
anti-national, has added to the chaos and
created a complex situation.

The situation demands some serious intro-
spection while keeping the mind clear of elec-
toral calculus. Again, the lopsided phenomenon
of winning elections, from Lok Sabha to
Panchayat, atany cost, should be kept aside for
some time for the same of pulling the country
of this uncertainty and divisiveness.

The solution of resolving the crisis from top
to the ground levels lies in adopting a grassroots
approach akin to the one adopted by
Mr Modi and Home Minister, Mr

%t 10NEeY  Amit Shah in running the BJP affairs,
though the approach here is also

monologues. Certainly, the principle
ofthe grassroots approach here will be the same,
but with debate and discussion as the fulcrum.

Mr Modi has shown the capacity to lead from
the front. He must stand up and come out of his
closet to face the issues head-on. No, it does not
require a strong- arm tactic but a sober approach
based on thrashing out the issues through nego-
tiations and mutual agreements. Aggressiveness
has proved beneficial for the BJP over the last
over a decade but it has caused a lesion to the
body structure of the nation.

A supermodel of negotiated settlement of
issues should begin with the resolution of stale-
mates in Parliament. The two Houses of
Parliament are under a cloud, with, unfortunate-
ly, aspersions being cast at the Chair, it is time
for Mr Modi to act swiftly and take command in
his own hands. This will help him deflect the
opposition charge of giving a short shrift to
Parliament and only making occasional brief
appearances.

Defence Minister, Mr Rajnath Singh, Mr
Modi's number two in the Union cabinet,
seems to have been assigned the task to
depute for him in Parliament, barring replying

to debates on the Budget and the Presidential
address. Under Mr Modi's dominance, he does
not seem to be carrying full authority and a very
limited role of heading the all-party meetings
or remaining symbolically present in the two
Houses of Parliament at crucial junctures as the
Prime Minister’s substitute.

Since the controversial Indo-US trade deal has
now become a reality and an effervescent oppo-
sition gearing to corner the government, the
ruling dispensation should act with utmost
urgency to take the nation into confidence
before the issue spills on the streets and in agri-
cultural farms. The Minister of External Affairs
and the Commerce Minister have played their
customary role in the run-up to the deal being
formalised; it is now up to the Prime Minister
to take the nation, directly and through the
opposition parties, into confidence and inform
them about its nitty-gritty.

There is no harm in admitting mistakes, such
as bowing before, which could be strategic- bul-
lying tactics of US President Mr Donald Trump.
Mr Modi must ensure that the country stands
strong and united to resist any further US pres-
sures and how to derive the best out of the Trade
deal.

Likewise, Mr Modi has a big role to play in
checking the tendency of communal polarisa-
tion, particularly before every election. It must
be accruing electoral benefits to the B|P but at
a greater cost to the nation. As is his wont, he
must lead by example and not only carefully
select words and adjectives while delivering
speeches, but should also send a clear message
to the fringe elements, within the BJP and
outside, to stop misrepresenting the Sanatan
Dharm.

Finally, a demarcation has to be made for use
of the police and the security apparatus. It has
been in the forefront in dealing with terrorism
and anti-national and anti-social elements.
This model, being replicated elsewhere in
society for political messaging, is fraught with
dangers, and the outcome is there for everyone
to see. Wherever the force was used to quell
opposition or a diverse point of view, which has
at times led to communal overtones, it has dis-
turbed societal harmony.

Even in a given theatre where tangible
results have been achieved with strong securi-
ty related tactics, it has to be followed by a civil-
ian-democratic approach. A prerequisite should
be, which has been the case in the past, that
political leadership, ruling and opposition,
should have an upper hand and a final say. Not
disbanding them behind bars.

dailypioneer
@Thedailypioneer
) dailypioneer

The writer is a policy analyst

Need for a course correction in
child protection Jurisprudence

RACHNA
TYAGI

Inrecent years, a deeply concerning pattern has
surfaced in the adjudication of sexual violence
againstwomen and children. Courts have, at times,
diluted charges, discounted survivor testimony,
orrelied on hyper technical reasoning under the
guise of legal caution. In some cases, minor sur-
vivors have been disbelieved for using vernacu-
larlanguage to describe abuse. In others, respon-
sibility has subtly shifted toward the victim.
When interpretation distances itself from lived
reality, the justice system risks ceasing to be a
shield for the vulnerable and instead becomes a
barrier they must struggle to overcome.

This concern reached its most troubling expres-
sion in March 2025, when the Allahabad High Court
modified charges in a child sexual abuse case. The
Court held that grabbing the child’s breasts, forcibly
pulling down her clothing, and dragging her
beneath a culvert did notamount to “attempt to
rape.” At the very threshold, the gravest charge
was diluted. What was presented as definitional
caution carried profound implications. It risked
narrowing the meaning of attemptand weaken-
ing deterrence in crimes against children.The
settled doctrine of criminal law is

was a question of whether the justice system
would permit dilution to define deterrence.
More than 270 partner organisations across India
supported a Special Leave Petition before the
Supreme Court of India.

The pursuit was grounded in a simple consti-
tutional belief that the law must protect the child
and must be feared by those who violate her
dignity.On 10 February 2026, the Supreme Court
ofIndia delivered a landmark judgment. The con-
troversial order of the Allahabad High Court was
set aside. The Court reaffirmed the foundational
principle that justice must prevail over narrow and
hyper technical interpretation. It held that the
accused were liable for attempt to rape, empha-
sising that the crime remained incomplete only
due to third-party intervention. The dilution of
charges was found to be contrary to settled prin-
ciples of criminal jurisprudence and inconsistent
with the protective framework of child protection
law. The judgment does more than correcta legal
error. It restores coherence to child protection
jurisprudence. It reinforces that courts must
interpret sexual offences through the lens ofharm,
dignity, and statutory purpose, not through
hyper technical thresholds. It affirms that judicial
accountability is intrinsic to justice delivery and
that interpretation must strengthen deterrence
rather than weaken it.

By requesting the National Judicial Academy to
constitute a Committee of Experts to examine
ground realities and frame guidelines for adjudi-
cating cases involving vulnerable victims, the Court
elevated judicial sensitivity and accountability

from aspirati ideals to instituti

clear. Attempt begins where prepara-
tion ends. When overt acts are under-
taken directly in furtherance of the
intended offence, and completion is
prevented only by external interruption, the law
recognises it as an attempt. In this case, the
accused forcibly assaulted the child, removed her
clothing, and dragged her to a concealed location.
The act was interrupted only by the arrival of a
passerby. The intent was evident.

The steps were direct. The interruption was
external. The law, by its own standard, required
recognition of attempt.Equally troubling was the
procedural failure preceding this interpretation.
Despite the gravity of the offence, no FIR was reg-
istered for nearly four years. The child’s mother
approached the police authorities repeatedly,
wrote to the Superintendent of Police, and ulti-
mately invoked Section 156(3) of the CrPC (Now
175(3) of the BNSS). Yet the burden of pursuit fell
upon the victim's family.

Meanwhile, the child dropped out of school,
lived in proximity to the accused, and endured con-
tinuing fear and psychological trauma.
Delay in justice is not a mere procedural incon-
venience, in cases of child sexual abuse, it com-
pounds harm and deepens vulnerability.For just
Rights for Children, this was not a mere disagree-
ment over a narrow interpretation of the law. It

£imm

al obligations.Inconsistent interpre-
tation, personal bias, and absence of
institutional accountability have too
often resulted in re-victimisation.

Survivors are subjected to scepticism, minimi-
sation, or blame instead of protection. Many with-
draw from the pursuit of justice not because truth
is absent, but because endurance becomes
impossible. This judgment marks a decisive
course correction for future generations. It
restores balance between procedure and purpose,
interpretation and justice.lt also affirms a funda-
mental truth.

The burden of shame never belongs to the sur-
vivor. It belongs to the perpetrator and to any
system that fails to protect the vulnerable.justice
is measured by how firmly it stands with the most
vulnerable. In reaffirming that principle, the
Supreme Court has not merely set aside a judg-
ment. It has strengthened deterrence, restored
faith in the rule of law, and ensured that child pro-
tection jurisprudence remains anchored in
dignity, accountability, and justice.

@ FEoneer
The write is General Counsel,
Just Rights for Children € @medailyPioneer
@ dailypioneer
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Middle East
on the boil

n already volatile Middle East region has

waded into an uncharted territory of utter

chaos and political vacuum following a joint

blitzkrieg by the United States and Israel
targeting Iran. The death of Ayatollah Ali Khamenei,
the Iranian supreme leader who ruled the theocratic
country with an iron fist for nearly 37 years, in the
military strikes marked a seismic political shift that
raises disturbing questions over the future of not just
Iran but of the wider region caught in turbulence.
Along with Khamenei, a hard-line cleric who turned
Iran into a symbol of brutal state repression and ruth-
lessly crushed mass uprising, the country’s defence
minister, chief of the armed forces and several senior
leaders were killed in the attacks. The retaliatory
strikes that followed have been massive and unprece-
dented in scale, spreading across at least six neigh-
bouring countries, including the United Arab Emi-
rates, Qatar, Bahrain, Jordan and Kuwait — all of
which host American military bases. The Dubai Inter-
national Airport, too, has been targeted in a wave of
ballistic missile attacks. The fighting effectively shut
down shipping through the
Strait of Hormuz, the con-
duit for one-fifth of the
world’s oil supply, raising
fears over an imminent rise
in oil prices. Major airports
in the region have been
closed. The sudden escala-
tion of the conflict means
that the recent nuclear diplo-
macy, brokered by Oman
and Switzerland, has totally
collapsed. By targeting sym-
bols of government alongside military assets, the US-
Israeli coalition is signalling a shift from containment
toward active regime change.

A section of Iranians may have hit the streets cele-
brating the fall of Khamenei, but such a fallout is no
justification for the military campaign against a sover-
eign country. It is ironic that US President Donald
Trump, who had vowed in the past not to attack any
country, opted for a military campaign to effect
regime change in a country that did not pose any im-
mediate threat to America. Iran was nowhere close to
‘weaponising’ its nuclear material so as to justify the
US attack. It was an act of recklessness on the part of
Trump to make an appeal to Iranians to “take back
their country”. When Trump ran for president in
2024, he boasted of starting “no new wars”. Barely a
year later, Trump is racing to topple foreign regimes.
The self-declared ‘President of peace’ has now chosen
to become the President of war after all, unleashing
the full power of the US military on Iran with a clear
goal of toppling its government. It is clear that Ameri-
can leaders have not learnt any lessons from their
past military misadventures in Irag, Afghanistan and
Libya. A key risk arising from the current political
vacuum in Iran is that the militant Islamic Revolu-
tionary Guards Corps may take over. The Middle East
region has a turbulent history of periods of political
instability, becoming a breeding ground for terrorism.

A key risk arising
from the current
political vacuum
in Iran is that the

militant Islamic
Revolutionary
Guards Corps
may take over
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Uneasy neighbours

Taliban-Pakistan
rupture is more
than a bilateral
dispute; it signals
a post-2021
geopolitics shift
in South Asia

BRIG ADVITYA MADAN (RETD)

hat exactly is happening

between the Afghan Tal-

iban and Pakistan? Once

described as “all-weather
allies,” the two now find themselves
locked in a volatile cycle of air strikes,
suicide bombings and collapsing cease-
fires. The deterioration is not episodic;
it is structural. It reflects unresolved
historical disputes, shifting power
equations after 2021, and the unin-
tended consequences of Pakistan’s own
Afghan policy.

The immediate trigger for the latest
escalation lies in the events of the past
year. On October 9, 2025, Pakistan car-
ried out air strikes against targets it
claimed were linked to militant groups
operating from the Afghan territory. In
retaliation, Taliban forces attacked Pak-
istani posts on October 12 and 15. Ten-
sions peaked until a ceasefire was bro-
kered on October 18 in Doha, mediated
by Qatar and Turkey. The truce, how-
ever, proved fragile and did not endure.

This year, the violence resumed with
greater intensity. Two suicide bomb-
ings in Khyber district signalled the
resurgence of militant activity: on Feb-
ruary 16, eleven Pakistani soldiers were
killed; on February 21, another soldier
and a Lieutenant Colonel lost their
lives. Pakistan responded on February
22 with air strikes targeting Kabul,
Kandahar and Paktia — reportedly the
first time it directly struck Taliban mil-
itary facilities as well as Islamic State
Khorasan (IS-K) elements using air-to-
ground missiles. On February 26, Tal-
iban fighters retaliated by attacking
Pakistani border outposts. Efforts at
mediation are now reportedly being
explored by Russia, China, Saudi Ara-
bia and Turkey, underscoring the
wider regional stakes.

Two Decades Ago

To understand how this rupture
emerged, one must revisit the past two
decades. During the insurgency years,
the Taliban leadership was based
largely in Quetta. Pakistan extended lo-
gistical and strategic support to the
movement as it fought US and Afghan
government forces. Why did Islamabad
back the Taliban? Primarily for two
reasons. First, it was uncomfortable
with India’s expanding developmental
and diplomatic footprint in
Afghanistan — particularly in infra-
structure projects. Second, it believed
that a friendly Taliban regime would
provide “strategic depth” against India
in the event of conflict.

Yet once the Taliban captured Kabul
in August 2021 and declared the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan, the dynamic
shifted. An insurgent movement de-
pendent on a sanctuary became a sov-
ereign authority determined to assert
autonomy. Allies became uneasy
neighbours.

At the heart of this estrangement lies
the Durand Line — the 2,640-km bor-
der drawn in 1893 between British
India and Afghanistan by Sir Mortimer
Durand and Afghan ruler Abdur Rah-
man Khan. Pakistan inherited this
boundary in 1947 and regards it as a le-
gitimate international border. Succes-
sive Afghan governments, includi;

Mediation
may pause
tensions,
but the
underlying
issues

—Durand
Line, TTP
sanctuaries,
refugee
pressures —
remain
unresolved

strict control over movement across
the Durand Line, citing security con-
cerns. The Taliban demand freer
movement for Pashtun tribes and re-
ject what they view as external inter-
ference. This border dispute has trans-
formed from a dormant historical
grievance into a daily flashpoint.

Good And Bad Taliban

Another crucial dimension is the dis-
tinction between the Afghan Taliban
and the Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan
(TTP). In Pakistani discourse, these
were once described as “good Taliban”
and “bad Taliban.” Organisationally
separate but ideologically aligned, the
Afghan Taliban focused on expelling
US forces and toppling the Islamic Re-
public in Kabul — an objective they
achieved. The TTP, by contrast, seeks
to overthrow the Pakistani state and es-
tablish an Islamic caliphate, at least
across the former tribal areas and ide-
ally nationwide. The 2014 attack on a
school in Peshawar that killed 132 stu-
dents remains a grim reminder of its
brutality.

Today, the TTP operates largely
from Afghan territory. Many of its
fighters are ethnically Pashtun, with fa-
milial and tribal ties across the border.
Seeds of the current crisis were sown
in 2018 when Pakistan merged the Fed-
erally Admini d Tribal Areas into

the Taliban, have refused to formally
recognise it. The Durand Line cuts
through Pashtun and Baloch tribal

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, altering local
power structures. When the Afghan
Taliban returned to power in 2021, the

areas, dividing families and i
ties, The Taliban argue that the line
was imposed to demarcate spheres of
influence rather than to create a per-
manent border. Had the British ac-
cepted Afghan appeals to revisit the
agreement, much of Pashtun territory
might have fallen within Afghanistan.
During the insurgency phase, Pak-
istan did not object to fluid cross-bor-
der movement; it served its strategic
purposes. But once the Taliban became
the ruling authority, they began resist-
ing Pakistan’s efforts to fence and regu-
late the border. Islamabad now seeks

TTP found id: 1 inspiration and
strategic space. Initially, the Afghan
Taliban mediated a truce between Pak-
istan and the TTP, but it collapsed in
2022. Last year alone, TTP attacks re-
portedly killed at least 400 Pakistani
security personnel.

Pakistan accuses Kabul of harbour-
ing TTP militants. The Taliban deny
this and condemn Pakistani airstrikes
as violations of sovereignty. Matters
have been further aggravated by Pak-
istan’s deportation of nearly 1.7 million
Afghan refugees, a move that has fu-
elled resentment within Afghanistan.

Regional Diplomacy

Complicating the picture is the evolv-
ing regional diplomacy. Relations be-
tween India and the Taliban, once ad-
versarial in the late 1990s, have
cautiously reopened. India hosted Tal-
iban Foreign Minister Amir Khan Mut-
taqilast year, and in January,
Afghanistan appointed an envoy to
head its diplomatic mission in New
Delhi. India has not formally recog-
nised the Taliban regime, but engage-
ment has increased. Pakistan’s Foreign
Minister has even alleged that the Tal-
iban are acting as an Indian proxy.

In military terms, the balance is
asymmetrical. The Taliban excel in un-
conventional guerrilla warfare and
asymmetric tactics. Pakistan retains
conventional superiority — a struc-
tured army, air force capabilities and
advanced weaponry. In a head-on con-
flict, Pakistan would hold the upper
hand. Yet border conflicts and insur-
gent warfare rarely unfold in conven-
tional formats. Escalation risks drawing
in non-state actors and destabilising
the wider region.

For India, the stakes are significant.
Three core objectives shape New
Delhi’s engagement with Afghanistan.
First, to safeguard nearly $3 billion in-
vested between 2001 and 2021 in infra-
structure, health and education proj-
ects. Second, to ensure that Afghan soil
is not used by anti-India militant
groups. Third, to prevent Afghanistan
from becoming an exclusive strategic
extension of Pakistan, thereby reviving
the “strategic depth” doctrine.

Afghanistan also figures in India’s
connectivity ambitions. Along with
Iran, it is central to the International
North-South Transport Corridor, pro-
viding access to Central Asia. Stable re-
lations with Kabul could facilitate trade
and strategic outreach. Recent devel-
opments add another layer of uncer-
tainty. US and Israeli strikes on Iran
have heightened regional volatility.
Any spillover — including refugee
flows from Iran into Afghanistan —
could strain an already fragile Afghan
state and indirectly affect Indian devel-
opment interests.

The Taliban-Pakistan rupture is thus
more than a bilateral dispute. It is are-
calibration of post-2021 geopolitics in
South Asia and the broader region. Pak-
istan’s long-standing Afghan policy has
produced unintended blowback. The
Taliban, no longer dependent insur-
gents, are asserting sovereignty. Media-
tion attempts may produce temporary
pauses, but the underlying issues — the
Durand Line, the TTP sanctuary ques-
tion, refugee pressures and competing
regional alignments — remain unre-
solved. For India, careful engagement
without formal recognition, strategic
patience and calibrated diplomacy will
be essential. In the shifting sands of the
region, yesterday’s proxies have be-
come today’s problems — and tomor-
row’s alignments remain uncertain.

(The author is a retired Army officer)

global benchmarks. (“To-
bacco Tax: Public health or
revenue?”, Feb. 24). High

Editor

OH MY GOD!

taxes on cigarettes, without

corresponding high taxes
on other tobacco products,
only lead to consumer mi-
gration rather than actually
quitting smoking. Even with
rising prices, tobacco con-
sumption in India remains
high, resulting in 1.35 mil-
lion deaths occurring annu-
ally. This clearly suggests
that the tax increase is not
punitive enough to break
the smoking addiction. To
effectively curb smoking,
experts suggest that India
needs to raise taxes to the
75% threshold, introduce
annual tax adjustments to
account for inflation, and
apply similar tax pressure
across all tobacco prod-
ucts.

Sin tax

Taxation on cigarettes in
India has historically pro-
duced substitution effects
rather than outright cessa-
tion. Consumers downshift
themselves to cheaper for-
mats or, more problemati-
cally, turn toillicit ciga-
rettes that evade both
taxation and health regula-
tion. The real test of the
53% total tax incidence,
which came into effect
from February 1this year,
as against the WHO's
benchmark of 75%, hinges
on whether it can sustain
India’s fragile balance be-
tween public health ambi-
tion, revenue realities and
market behaviour, rather
than how closely it mirrors

RANGANATHAN
SIVAKUMAR, Chennai
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India Al world’s valuable unpaid intern

India is fast becoming one of the world's biggest Al user
bases. The question now is how it can turn that scale into
superpower status rather than just training Silicon Valley

India’s top court bans textbook

India's Supreme Court has banned a school textbook

it made a reference to corruption in ju-
| science book was published by NCERT,

which designs the syllabus schoolchildren in the country.

How Canada u-turned on India

As officials in Ottawa were preparing for Prime Minister
Mark Carney's maiden visit to India, Canadian police were

h activist's door in Surrey, Vancouver,

on Sunday to inform him that his life was at risk.
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Imperialist terror
unleashed on Iran

r I Yhe joint United States-Israel offensive against Iran,
eight months after the 2025 attack, signals a milita-
rist-imperialist brazenness to meet ‘objectives’ that

aremadeup. Theattackinvolved the targeted assassination

of Iran’s political, religious and military leadership and
their families. A world, particularly the West, inured to
the prolonged genocidal killings in Gaza, is unlikely to be
stirred by the latest US-Israel militaryaction or thedangers
posed to nation-states by rogue-like US and Israel flouting
international law. The playbook is the same as in the past:
diplomaticdialogueisinitiated, this timewithOman asthe
mediator, and the cover of talksis used to destroy the other
party. Whatmakesit particularly reprehensible this timeis
that Oman’s mediation was close to bearing fruit with Iran
conceding far more than it has ever done in talks with the
US. Therefore, the “pre-emptive” attack was obviously to
pre-empt the US-Oman-Iran dialogue from closing adeal.
This rush to attack Iran has been laid bare by Omani
Foreign Minister Badr Albusaidi, whowasthe mediator. He
revealed what the had —————
achieved to thwart an Israeli military
offensive similar to the last one. Now,
the perception has gained ground
that Israel wanted to pre-empt any

US-Iranreconciliation thatwould en-

danger the Zionist’s militarist march

towards the dream of Greater Israel.

Thewarhastriggered Iranian hostili-

tyagainst Arabstates and pushed the

region into deeper instability. Pres-
ident Trump’s claims of Iran being

an “imminent” threat to the USis a

familiar script, drawing on a mix of

disparate themes—plans for nuclear
weapons (no credible evidence) and

“freedom” for the people through regime change. The ag-

gressors chose their moment carefully, as Iran is still under

severeeconomicstrainandwasreelingunder civilianunrest.

‘Whilethe West's Araballiesmay bevocal in their hostility
tolIran, theyare unlikely to be beneficiaries. Military action
hasrarely broughtaboutasmooth regime change. Iran has
nochoicebuttofightbacklestitbereducedtoanother Gaza
andits people consigned to the fate of Palestinians. How the
surviving political leadership of Iranand the Revolutionary

Guards respond to the challenges they face now will indi-

catewhatisinstorefortheregion. There have been excess-

esin Iran under Ayatollah Khamenei, but none of that can
justify the US-Israel war and assassinations. The situation
inlIraq, Libya, Syria, Gaza, Lebanon and elsewhere, where

US forces have interfered and occupied in the past, offers

one lesson: self-appointed foreign saviours with their own

scores to settle can rarely ensure a transition from a prob-
lematic regime toastable, peaceful and democratic one.

US and Israel
flout
international
lawto
launchan

unwarranted
and deadly
military
offensive

SENIOR POWER

Unexplored potential
of work after retirement

Our institutions should
reflect the changesin
life expectancy, enabling
retirees whowish to
contribute professionally
todoso

VIBHAV MARIWALA

cleinpartnershipwith Dalberg, reveals
thescale of the mismatch.
Approximately 70% of respondents
areeither currently working or active-
ly exploring opportunities post-retire-
ment. Nearly halfidentified profession-
1 hy ivity they most
look forward to ahead of travel, edu-
cation, volunteering, and spirituality.
Moreover, 62% reported feeling fully
preparedtoadapttonewroles. Theas-
piration, the energy, and the capability

collective experience, spanning client
relationships, institutional memory,and
the kind of pattern recognition that no
onboa:dmg programme can replicate.
W the
scale of this knowledge haemorrhage
becomes difficult to fully account for.
Perhaps the most important single
finding in the survey data is a pattern
thatemergeswithage. After the stand-
ard retirement age, i.e. 6
pmparli()n of olderadul

the potential opportunities of cry-

opreservation, i.e. preserving the
human bedy at low temperatures in
the hope of future revival.

‘While the conversation wasriveting
andsparkedlotsofdebate, scientifically
and ethically,  was struck by the ques-
tion not being discussed: What kind of
society dowe need tomakealonger life
worth living?

Thisquestionis the central blind spot
of the longevity movement. Its propo-
nents are focused almost entirely on
the biology of ageing, which are inand
of themselves not trivial. But they rest
on an assumption so large it goes al-
mostunexamined: thatifwe extend the
quantityof humanlife, the qualityof so-
cial lifewill somehow follow; it may not.

‘Withgeopolitical, climate, and tech-
nological changes, and the institutional
strain, society may not be able to navi-
gateamuch older society.

Human institutions, work, retire-
ment, education, marriage, and the
welfare state were largely designed
in an era when life expectancy in ad-
vanced economies hovered around 65
t070 years.

The modern pension system was

Irecently attended a on

whenworker
todraw fromit foradecadeatmost. The
standard arc of a career, study, work,
retirewas premised onaroughlylinear,
time-limited life.

Even the structure of higher educa-
tion, learning
ly twenties, reflects a model of human
development calibrated to a shorter
existence.

We are already living beyond those
designs. In most OECD countries, life
expectancy now exceeds 80 years. And
by 2050, there will be 52 people aged
65 or over for every 100 working-age
adults in the OECD. Nonetheless, our
institutions have barely moved, and
retirees feel it today.

A survey of over 1,000 experienced

are present. The institutions to absorb
themarenot,

A problem of supply,
notdemand

The gap is not one of motivation. It is
oneofdesign.On WisdomCircle's plat-
form, there is currently one avadable

pl
sireto explore opportunities does not.

It persists, and in some age cohorts, it
rises. Amongrespondentsaged 75and
above, two-thirds describe themselves
as actively exploring opportunities
whilenoneare in full-time work.

The gap between access and aspira-
tion is a consequence of how our insti-
tutions are calibrated to a retirement
age tied to a shorter life expectancy.
The retirement cliff was designed fora
world that no longer exists. Longevity
aimsto extend this further, withoutre-
wiring society asawhole.

Although many reforms, from pen-
sion plans to the nature of employment
‘matter, the bigger question is around
purposeand meaning, Work, inthiscon-
text, isnotmerelyan economicvariable.

Participanti mtervwws revez\l that (hc
primary olderp
seeking work are purpose eand identity
driven, and centredaround connection,
not financial gains.

Japan, facing the most acute ageing
challenge of any large economy, has
ovedioh o p |

opportunity forevery 40 pr
seekingone. Thatisnota typical market
failure;itisasign thatthe economy has
notreoriented itself to deploy the pro-
ductive capacity of its elderly.

An interesting insight the survey
revealed is that organisations do not
provide much support for one’s transi-
tiontoretirement. Andwhile one could
debate whether a firm should provide
such support to former employees, it
reveals a lack of incentive to support
this cohort of workers.

Infact, only 2% of respondents expe-
rienced any form of gradual transition
programme. Asonerespondent putit:
“They could have given me opportuni-
ties tomentor younger employees. My
decades of experience just walked out
the doorwithme.”

This is not a peripheral concern. An
HBR sTudy cited in related research es-

ly 700 retirements result

;cross India, conducted by WisdomCir-

in n the loss of around 27,000 years of

incommunity and social functionsasa
matter of explicit policy.

Singapore’s SkillsFuture pro-
gramme reframes education as a life-
long processrather thanafront-loaded
credential. Theseareimportantefforts,
but they remain at the margins of a
much larger institutional inertia that
has yet to be seriously confronted.

Millions of people want to contrib-
ute, feel prepared to do so, and are
finding that the institutions meant to
facilitate that contribution simply do
notexist.

The science of living longer is ad-
vancing rapidly. The architecture of
living differently has barely begun.

(The writer is a senior policy advisor
at WisdomCircle, an AgeTech

SPEAKOUT

Ttistime toend familyrule

inTamil Nadu.

Edappadi K Palaniswami,
AIADMK chief

Everybody is against nepotism
until itis their turn.

Shon Mehta

TOBE PRECISE
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INPERSPECTIVE

When creativity
wounds harmony

The Kerala Story 2
revives discredited
‘Jove jihad’ claims,
risking deeper
communal divides

JOHN BRITTAS

ilms may provoke, sati-
Frise. criticise, or even of-

fend —that s part of our
fundamental freedom. But
when the primary intention is
totarnish, dehumanise, or sys-
tematically degrade a section
of society, it becomes targeted

platform cperienced
professionals with organisations
Slobally. The WisdomCircle-Dalberg
survey covered 1,067 respondents aged
50-80 across India)

Actdecisivelyon

Chickpetfire safety

r I »‘hemassive firethatguttedover 30shopsinathree-sto-
rey commercial complex in Chickpet on February
25 was a near-miss that Bengaluru cannot afford to
dismiss lightly. The blaze, which broke out around 6.30
am in Kumbarpet off Avenue Road, raged for more than
eight hours, destroying businesses dealing in fancy goods,
perfumes, toys, printing material and hardware. That no
lives were lost owed more to timing than to preparedness;
most shops were shut, and workers who use the upper
floors as makeshift overnight dormitories were evacuated
beforethefireintensified. Theincident exposes familiar but
unresolved red flagsin the Petearea. Mostalarming was the
nearly two-hour delay in alerting the fire department, with
shopkeepers reponedly ancmptmg to douse the flames
th inable fire to escalate into
amajor blaze. Equally tmubllng is the routine misuse of
retail buildi stocked with highly flammable
plastic goods, perfumes and chemmals An elecmcal short
circuitis suspected, onc drawing
wiring struggling to cope with modem commercial loads.
Chickpet’s physical form

RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE

The pinkbefore the gold shower

Bengaluru’s trees herald
summer—blushing
thenblazing

JAYANTHI CHANDRASEKARAN

far behind?’ wrote Percy Bysshe

Shelley, invoking hope in the cy-
cleofseasons. In Northern Indiaspring
lingers gently after winter, offering a
tender interlude before summer sets
in. But in Bengaluru, the season is an-
nounced notbyathermometerbutbya
breathtakingaerial ballet. Long before
the mercury peaks, the city’s canopy
under ictransformation,
shedding its leaves for a riotous, ne-
on-bright palette. This is the “Garden
City™ at its most authentic—a curated
masterpiece of botanical engineering
where the I\emlds of summer are the

‘If winter comes, can spring be

these risks. Buildings stand wall-to-
wall, leaving no setbacks to arrest
the spread of fire. Staircases are nar-
rowand frequentlyblocked by stored
goods, while ventilation is almost
non-existent. The narrow, inaccessi-
ble lanes and lack of a dedicated un-
derground hydrant network forced
firetenderstopark 500 metres away,
relaying water through long hose
pipes. That a complex housing 125 shops could function
without robust fire-safety oversight reflects long-standing
regulatory gapsin dense commercial districts,
Redevelopmentis often projected asthe obvioussolution.
In theory, a comprehensive rebuild could widen access
roads, segregate storage, and introduce modern fire infra-
structure. In practice, however, this may not suit Chickpet.
As part of the original Pete established by Kempegowda in
the 16th cenrury, itcarries unmense historical and cultural
weight. Besides, fr hipandthescale ofdzu-
lycommercemakewholesaled litionlegally cc
andeconomically disruptive. Thisrealitymakesimmediate,
enforceable reforms idable. The Greater Bengaluru
Authority (GBA) must prioritise electrical audits, under-
ground cabling, lane-level fire hydrants, and permanent
stationing of mini fire tenderswithin the market. Storage of
hazardous material mustbestrictlyregulated, escaperoutes
kept clear, and trader associations trained as first respond-
ers. Early-war suchaswirel kealarms,
can provide critical minutes in areas with limited access.
The Chickpet fire is not an isolated mishap but a reminder
of accumulated neglect. Acting on it decisively can prevent
a far deadlier incident and safeguard a commercial district
thatremainsvital to Bengaluru’seconomy and heritage.

Lastweek's
blaze exposes
anappalling

lack of
preparedness

treesth

andtheir Germanand British botanists.
Theysoughttoblend the exoticwith the
native, creating a city that didn’t just
have gardens but wasa garden.
Among these seasonal marvels, one
treein particular on:
the Tabebuia rosea, often called the
rose trumpettree. In February-March,
cloaked entirelyin delicate, paper-thin

state of floral celebration.

As Aprilmatures and the heatsharp-
ens, the Cassia fistula, or the Indian
Laburnum, takes centre stage. Known
locally as Kakke Mara, its pendulous
clusters of bright yellow flowers earn
it the nickname “Golden Shower”. Un-
like the delicate Tabebuias, the Cassia’s
yellowis deﬁam and electnc‘ its golden
mﬂc,

pinkblossoms,’ ltslands ithoutasingle

b

leafinsight, i} dinabrid-
alveil. Though tall andstarely. thereisa
certain demureness in its presence—a
quietelegance thatsoftens the severity
ofth Walking dow

wa breeze.
Then comes the undisputed queen

of the Indian summer: the Gulmohar.

IflhE Tabebuias are a soft whisper, the

like Cubbon Parkor the lanes of Jayana-
gar during this time feels like stepping
intoa watercolour painting,
Closely followmg the pinkwaveisthe
m

har is a joyful shout. Its wide,

umbrella like canopy turns a searing

shadeof scarletand orange, mirroring

theintensity of the sunit thrives under.

By May. these trees, which line the city’s
old

With its fern-
llke foliage and bell-shaped, mauve
flowers, the Jacaranda adds a cool,
regal purple to the city’s palette. Orig-
inally introduced from South America
byvisionary horticulturistslike Gustav

Thi: leismore than
just a visual treat; it is a living link to
Bengaluru'shistory. The “serial bloom-
ing"landscape we see today was metic-
ulously planned by the Wadiyardynasty

Krumbiegel, these trees were part of a
“serial blooming” plan. The goal was
simpleyet poetic: to ensure that as one
species faded, another would take its
place, keeping the city in a perpetual

roads and
the Indian Institute of Science campus,
join this annual pageant.

For the modern Bengalurian, these
blooms are a cultural marker. They
signify the arrival of the Ugadi festival,
the taste of the first summer mangoes,
and a brief, beautiful window where
the city’s infamous traffic is forgiven
because the view from the windscreen
isframed in gold and crimson.

masquerading as
creativity.
The Kerala Story 2: Goes
Beyond, likeits prequel, weap-
nisesimaginationagainstthe

exacerbatedreligioustensions,
influenced public opinion to
view Muslims with suspicion,
and even sparked harassment
linked to heightened polarisa-
tion. In Keralam itself, where
interfaith coexistence haslong
been a strength, the film was
seenasadeliberateattempt to
erode that fabric, sow seeds of
hatred,and damage the state’s
secularimage for political gain.

Justice Ujjal Bhuyan recent-
ly illustrated how divisive nar-
ratives worsen prejudice. He
recounted how his daughter’s
Muslim friend, a PhD scholar,
wasdeniedrentalaccommoda-
tioninDelhiafter hersurname
revealed herreligiousidentity.
The landlady bluntly refused,
telling her to look elsewhere.
‘Thisincident, he noted, shows

Musl

egap
idealsofequali

in particu-
lar, and Kerala in general —a
state long seen as a model of
communal harmony. When
the makers met the media in
Delhi, theyadmitted the filmis
notjustabout Kerala, but inci-
dents across the country. If so,
why drag an entire state into
the narrative for targeted vilifi-
cation? TheKeralaHigh Court,
K ; eceath

dfraternity
anda gmund reality of exclu-
sion—wherepropaganda fuels
everyday discrimination.
Such content doesn't just
entertain — it actively shapes
perceptions, turning nuanced
realities into victim-villain bi-
naries along religious lines. In
India’s diverse society, these
portrayals risk eroding trust,

ing remarks against the film-
makers for showing the state
‘inawronglight’.

Propaganda films are not
new to Indian cinema, but
when blatant lies are peddled
as facts under the guise of
‘inspired by true events’, they
take onadangerous edge. The
KeralaStory (releasedin 2023,
timed ahead of the Lok Sabha
polls) claimed toexposeamas-
sive ‘love jthad" conspiracy, al-
leging thousands of Hinduand
Christian women from Kerala
were tricked into converting
tolslamand recruited by ISIS.

fostering suspi-
cion, stereotyping minorities,
and transforming personal
freedomsintocommunalflash-
points—often for commercial
or political gain, amplified by
social media.

The Supreme Court re-
cently slammed the title of an
OTT film, Ghooskhor Pandat
(starring Manoj Bajpayee,
directed by Neeraj Pandey),
terming it contrary to ‘public
order, morality, and constitu-
tional fraternity amid fragile
societal sensibilities.” If this is
the response to a colloquial
title, what observations might

Marketed ly—with
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
himself mentioningitatarally
in Karnataka—the film initial-
ly touted the figure of 32,000
women (later revised amid
backlash). Yet, fact-checkers,
investigations, and official
probes found no evidence. A
handful of isolated cases were
exaggerated into a sweeping,

deserve from the apex court?
In a separate opinion, Justice
Bhuyan underscored that it
is constitutionally impermis-
sible to vilify any community
through any medium.

Today's polarising politicsis
pavingthewayforaplethoraof
propaganda films, as promot-
ers know viewers can be influ-

rative. Needless enced This umdh&amphﬁed
tosay, the Ul nment is asseenin
LETTERS TOTHEEDITOR yetto acknowledge this phan- (hemuch hypedDhurandhar.

India must take the lead in ending the war

The escalating conflict between Israel, the US, and Iran
raises a pressing question: can the world afford this war?
With airspace closed and trade disrupted, the impact is
feltglobally. As a ‘middle nation’, India should lever-

age its relationships to broker peace. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's connections with world leaders offer
an opportunity to mediate. Regime change has failed in
the past; it is time for diplomacy. India is among what

Restraintiskey

The reported assassination of Aya-
tollah Ali Khamenei is a catastrophic
breach of international norms. Ex-
trajudicial killings undermine global
stability and invite anarchy. Respon-
sible nations must condemn this act
and demand a return to diplomacy.
‘The cycle of violence must end. The
targeted killing of Ayatollah

Ali Khamenei by the US and Israeli
forces represents a reckless depar-
ture from civilised diplomacy that
invites global anarchy. Regardless of
one’s geopolitical stance, the extra-
Jjudicial assassination of a

sovereign head of State is a dan-

gerous precedent that replaces
established legal frameworks with
raw military force.

Vijaykumar HK, Raichur

Conscience over comfort

Apropos ‘The Epstein effect: Why
smart people protect dangerous
men’ (Mar 1), the Epstein case
reveals an uncomfortable truth:
comfort often trumps morality. Influ-
ential people protect the powerful,
normalising cruelty and silencing
accountability. Itis a failure of cour-
age, notawareness. We must value
conscience above comfort.

Aditya Kamble, Kalaburagi

is termed as the ‘middle nations’. Tt needs to accept this
responsibility and talk and discuss with friends and allies
to end this war. The US president has said several times
that PM Modi is a good friend, and Prime Minister Modi
has also stated multiple times about how close he is to
his friend Donald Trump. PM Modi should use his good
offices, and speak to the US to end this war.
Hemachandra Basappa, Bengalury

Abuse of power

The special court’s criticism of the
CBIin the liquor policy case exposes
adisturbing trend of using agencies
to target opposition leaders.

The court’s remarks highlight

the need for accountability and
transparency in investigations. The
CBI'must be insulated from political
interference.

VPadmanabhan, Bengaluru

Our readers are welcome to email letters to:
letters@deccanherald.co.in (only letters
emailed ~ not handwritten — will be accepted).
Al letters must carry the sender’s postal

tom called ‘Love Jihad'.
Every credlble analysxs
found it to be I:

aspy thriller starring Ranveer
Singh. Like most so-called ul-

movies, itblends

propaganda that stigmatised
Muslims as predators, por-
trayed interfaith relationships
as threats, and falsely painted
Keralam—a state renowned
forits high literacy, social pro-
gress, and centuries-old com-
munal harmony—as a hotbed
of religious extremism and
conversionrackets. Thesequel
is on the same track, with the
trailershowinga haplesswom-
an being force-fed beef.

As someone who frequently
travels outside Keralam, T can
vouch thatthedamagefromthe
firstfilmwasprofound. Evened-
ucated people asked me about
the ‘worsening situation in
Keralam'Itdeepeneddivisions,
fuelled suspicion between com-
munities,amplified stereotypes
that turned everyday interac-
tions into perceived dangers,
and contributed to a broader
climate of Islamophobia.

historical eventswith fiction to
portray perpetual cross-border
threats, drawing criticism for
distortions, manufactured Pa-
kistani villainy, and hyper-pa-
triotic binaries, often labelled
as ldea]oglcnlly embedded
films.

As' TheKeralaStory 2wasre-
leased on February 27, follow-
ing clearance from a division
benchoftheKerala High Court
and echoes of the 2023 film's
harm persist, the challenge is
clear: prioritise responsible
storytelling over sensational-
ism that profits from fear, ha-
wred, and polarisation. Kerala’s
discerning public has often
rejected such narratives; the
hope is that this critical lens
prevails nationwide before
more noxious and fetid con-
tent widens societal fractures
further.

(T he writerisa Member
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Tackling abuse: Whenwill we reportwhatwe know‘?

MIRIAM CHINNAPPA

was having a coffee catch-up with a
friend in Bengaluru recently, the kind

had always been known. Andithad al
been managed. Yet, even now, years later,
pcopleweresnllsumng onthefence. Advis-

practice, reporting trialsdrag
on,and justice arrives late, if atall. Nation-
al Crime Records Bureau data shows that

ds of cases of child sexual abuse

ing reslramt ilence. Saying it

ation that

ends somewhere much heavier. We found
ourselves talking aboul the Epsleln files,

and
about Gisele Pelicotin France,asurvivorof
sexualviolencewhoch

That, in many ways, is the heart of the
problem in India: not the absence of law,
but the presence of a culture that protects
perpetrators and isolates victims.

Indial ) dress child.

publick
about what was done to her. She refused
anonymity, saying that shame belongs to
the perpetrator, not the victim.

‘We wondered whether this was finally
the momentofreckoning survivorsacross
theworld have waited fororjustanothercy-
cleofoutrage thatwould flare briefly, trend
loudly,and lhen fade

Myfri
ed the conversation enm‘ely She told me
she had finally opened up ahout how her
uncle had her when

ualabuse. The Protection of Children from
Sexual Offences Act, or POCSO, recognis-
es that abuse most often happens within

tr
forwardevenyearslater,asadults. Thereis
no limitation period. The Juvenile Justice
Actestablishes Child Welfare C i

in every district to receive complaints and
actinthe bestinterests of the child. Special
courts exist to hear these cases, and chxld

10! emeant

she hild. Trwask ily. It

upport.
0n paper, the framework is robust. In

are rv.purted every year, with tens of thou-
trapped

familiari
Whatfailsis not leglslanon Whatfailsis
the social and cultural resolve to hold per-
petratorsaccountable.
The renewed attennon on JetfrcyEpste:n

Despite

Mxlhonsofchﬂdrenaremargmahsed unat-
tended. ised, or
adu]buutslded‘lmrﬁmlhesfarcare educa-
tion food oropparruni:y,'lhismakesd‘sem

in procedural delay. In 2022 alone, more
than 64,000 cases of sexual offences
against children were reported, including
over 38,000 cases of rape of minors under
the POCSO Act.

And yet these disturbing numbers are
notthe full picture, Theyareonly thevisible
surface. Mostsurvivors neverreportabuse
atall. Fear, shame, famlly pressure, soclal

years of allegations, numerous survivors,
and well-documented links to power, ac-
countability has been limited. Files are re-
leased. Namescirculate. Arrestsremain few.

Thlslsm)tcomcxdence Research mcnm

highly

Education, religion. spnn charitywork,
and social service repeatedly emerge as
spaces of abuse due to the combination of
trust, authority, and access they involve.
In India, th‘is pattern is painfully [a[ni]iar:

thatsexual prcdawn rely on cred:bnlxry. re-

0 0pes
ate. Theyculuvatcu‘usx de]xbcmtcly. bunld

the uncie,
figure, the committed teacher, and the so-
called social reformer working with mar-

ginalised children are all granted unques-

stigma

that what re'\ches pollce records is only a
fraction of what actually occurs.
Thosewhodoreportare mostoften chil-
dren harmed by people they know. These
are not strangers. They are uncles, teach-
ers, neighbours, religious figures, coach-
es, and community leaders - people with

arenot
incidental but strategic, becoming shields
thatallowabuse to continue unchecked.
Access. too, is deliberate. Studies show
that sexual predators actively seek envi-
ronments where children are available
and oversight is weak. In India, this reality

-areorchange.

‘When abuse is named, another pattern
follows swiftly. Victims are discredited.
Their motives are questioned. Property
disputes areinvented. Jealousy is implied.
Families are urged to stay quiet. Commu-
nities rally around the accused Survwols

over-

povert i

Pakistan’s airstrikes in Afghanistan showed its overwhelming superiority in conventional
warfare, but the Taliban have refined alethal repertoire of guerrilla tactics

ELIAN PELTIER

nce again, Afghanistan is
fighting a mightier enemy.
After Pakistan declared
“open war” on the Taliban
government on Friday, two
armed forces with wide gaps
in weaponry and tactics between them
now face each other along a roughly
1,600-mile-long border.

Pakistan has one of the largest militar-
ies in Asia. The Taliban in Afghanistan
have honed guerrilla tactics over more
lhan two decades uf war with US forces,

dbillionsof worth

of weaponsin 2021.

The latest phase of the conflict, which
started with border skirmishes last year,
isexpected tocontinue flaringupand may
escalate. Additional airstrikes threaten to
inflict major damage on citiesin Afghan-
istan, which is already reeling from ex-
treme poverty and a humanitarian crisis.
Militant groups supporting the Taliban
are likely to target deeper in Paklsmns
territory with u-
icide bombings and assaults on security
forces, analysts say.

The Pakistani military carried out a
barrage of airstrikes on Afghan military
infrastructure on Friday, after accusing
the Taliban government of hosting and
supporting a militant group that has
repeatedly attacked Pakistan’s security
forces.

“Pakistan wants to take the war to Af-
ghanistanand nolongerin Pakistan,”said
Qamar Cheema, the executive director
of the Sanober Institute, a research or-
gamsanon based in Islamabad, Pakistan’s
capital.

Thestrikes this past week did not target
major infrastructure to leave room for
escalation, Cheemanoted. “The Pakistani
military knows where to hitand hurt the
Taliban the most,” he said.

Pakistan’s military and security appa-
ratus supported the Taliban for decades,
including by providing a refuge for the
group’sleadership during the US-led war
in Afghanistan and supplying the insur-
gency with weapons.

Its government initially welcomed
the Taliban’s return to power in 2021,
but the relationship soured shortly after
Tehrik-e-Taliban Pakistan, an Islamic
militant group that opposes the Pakistani
state, intensified its attacks across the
border. Pakistanaccuses the Taliban gov-
ernmentof harbouring the group, which
isalso known as the Pakistani Taliban.

and

the ulfﬁrlul avicti

h 1. Afghal

|kes in GhanIKr | distri
battled along their border with the fighting coming alongside
multiple strlkes including the former US air base at Bagram. Arp

Nangarhar

Noclearendgameinthe
Afghanistan-Pakistan conflict

can regularly be seen with M16 and AR-
15 rifles, and markets there sell US mili-
tary uniforms and spare parts for night
vision goggles.

Many of those weapons have ended up
in the hands of insurgent groups like the
Pakistani Taliban.

“The Taliban have definitely capital-
ised on the stocks of US weapons, but
theydon'thave the logistical and mainte-
nance capacity,”said Paddy Ginn, asenior
expert on Afghanistan at the Global Ini-
tiative Against Transnational Organised
Crime.

Th
majan'lklsmmmlllt'u'y bases, Glnn added.

“Afghanistan has a fledgling air force
made of hchcop(ers and drones they ve
weaponised,” he said. “Pakistan is pret-
in its air defence counter-

On Friday, the rel hip between
the two countriesreached its lowest point
inyears.

“Now it is open war between us and
you,” Pakistan’s defence minister, Kha-
waja Asif, said in a post on social media.
The comment was a sharp turn from the
public support he had once displayed to-
wards Taliban officials.

The Afghan Ministry of D sit

ty
dronesand airstrike capabilities.”

Still, the Taliban fighters who now
make up the bulk of the Afghan military
have repeatedly broken through Paki-
stani territory through lethal ground
incursions. They struck more than 50
locations Friday in coordinated attacks,
which the Afghan government said were

border say the region cannot sustain
more volatility.

“It’s tit for tat, and it has to end,” said
Abdul Hai Qanit, an expert on interna-
tional relations who is based in Kabul.
“It’s in no one’s interest to have more in-
stability in the region, especially with the
conflict now unfolding in Iran.”

Pakistan has refused the call for talks,
Although the Taliban publlcly dcny hnst

wnunded ina smke near the other camp
1A

/\fghan ofﬁcla.ls said.

The camps are run by United Nations
agencies and international and Afghan
organisations.

Allison Hooker, the US undersecretary
of state for political affairs, said Friday
that she had called Pakistan’s foreign
ministerand “expressed support for Paki-

ing the Pakistani Taliban, I
says it has run out of patience with the
Taliban leadership after several rounds
of failed peace negotiations and relent-
less artacks.

The Pakistani Taliban havekilled more
than 1,300 people in over 800 attacks
since 2021, according to the Pak Institute
for Peace Studies, aresearch centre based
in Islamabad.

Pakistani aircraft hit military com-
pounds in Kabul and Kandahar — home
to Afghanistan’s supreme leader, Hibat-
ullah Akhundzada—on Friday as well as
various other military facilitiesand arms
depots near the Pakistani border in east-
ern Afghanistan.

The Pakistani military claims to have

inretaliati kistani strikes earlier

d 135 Afghan tanks and carrier

has 205,000 meninitsarmed forces. An
additional 223,000 menarein the Afghan
police, according to the Interior Ministry,
though analysts say those figures are dif-
ficultto verify.

The Taliban have also inherited Black
Hawk helicopters, Humvee vehicles
and thousands of weapons from the war
against the United States —worth more
than $7 billion in total, according to the
Defence Dcpartment Mghan soldlersm

ital, Kabul,and T

the

forF
inthe week.
“The Taliban mastered theartof taking
out isolated mllltary checkpomts when
theywer inter backed

vehlclesand kxllsd morethan 330 Afghan
fightersin a single day, although it made
no distinction between Afghan soldiers
and Pahs!am Taliban militants.

stan’s right itselfagainst Taliban
attacks.”

After Pakistan’s airstrikes in Afghani-
stan, the Pakistani Taliban and two other
Islamic militant groups urged their fight-
ers to intensify attacks in Pakistan's two
most populous provinces, Punjab and
Sindh, which have largely been spared
the brunt of Pakistani Taliban’s assaults.

The attacks would aim to “weaken the
enemy”and showsolidarity with Afghans,
the groups said in statements. The Paki-
stani Taliban have about 6,000 fighters,
according to the United Nations.

The Pakistani government has tight-
ened security nationwide, and the US
EmbassyinIslamabad has advised Amer-
icans in Pakistan to avoid large commer-
cialareas.

“Ablowback will come,” said Mansoor
Ahmad Khan, a former Pakistani ambas-
sador to Afghanistan. “Thatis the nature

of war”
1d1

Afghan troops,”said Ib Bahiss,an
withthe Internation-

al Crisis Group.

“They're trying to rely on their tried
and tested methods because they don’t
havealot of other options,” he added.

Afghan officials have called for dia-
logue, and analysts on both sides of the

uckareasthatwere full
of cxvnlmns according to humanitarian
organisations and Afghan officials. They
added that it targeted at least two camps
hosting Afghans who were recently ex-
pelled from Pakistan. Returnees evac-
uated one of the camps: three Afghan
civilians were killed and seven others

Pakistansh thedooropen for
de-escalation, he added.

“The Afghan Taliban have suffered
heavy damage as a result of Pakistani
strikes, no doubt,” Khan said. “But an
expansion of the war is not in Pakistan's
interest. Norisitin Afghanistan’s.”

The New York Times

are pressur

Patriarchy anditisup-
heldnotonlyby men butalsooftenby wom-
en acting in defence of family honour and
social stability. Speaking out about abuse
is deliberately distorted into disruption
instead of being recognised as the naming
of harm.

WhenmyfriendandIfinished ourcoffee.
the Epstein files were still on our phones,
and Pehcots words lmgered between us.
Tt daland
an Indian family living room suddenly felt
verysmall.

‘We already know what abuse looks like
and how it hides. The question is no longer
whether we know. Until reporting abuse is
seen not as disruption butas duty, and until
silence is recognised as complicity rather
than restraint, justice and healing will re-

(The writer is the executive director of
the Centre for Law and Transformative
Change)

retained or just

Ballotvsbelief

€S DWARAKANATH

ith the Greater Ben-
galuruAuthority(GBA)
polls approaching, the

debateoverwhether theanti-con-
version law should be rzpealed

guaranteed freedom to practise,
propagate and spread religion.
Despite this, anxieties around
conversion persisted for so-
cio-political reasons, prompting
several states to introduce an-
ti-conversionlaws.

has re- JPgovern-

surfacedwith renewed urgency.

ment cnforccd the anu conver-

sionlaw, th

On February 3, the S

weeks.

Courtof India took up a petition
filed by the National Council of
Churches in India (NCCI), chal-
lenging the legality of anti-con-
version laws and seeking a stay
onthem, Thecourtissued notice
to the Union governmentand 12
states. A bench comprising Chief
Justice Surya Kant and Justice
Joymalya Bagchi is hearing the
matter and has directed the re-
spondents to reply within four

1n 2022, the then BJP govern-
ment enacted the Karnataka
Protection of Right to Freedom
of Religion Act, popularlyknown
astheanti-conversion law. Since
the Siddaramaiah-led Congress
government assumed office, it
hasrepeatedly claimed torepeal
the Act. The government has
now comple[ed 1, 000 daysinof-

atrocities against Christians on
the pretext of conversion. Inno-
cent Christians have been vic-
timised, since the Act places the
onusofprovingthataconversion
isnot forced on the accused and
notthecomplainant. Karnataka's
anti-conversion law is notaneu-
tral, regulatory law. It considers
minorities as wrongdoers.

As per available data, there
have been 13 cases of conver-
sion accusations. There have
been 11 cases of attacks on plac-
es of worship and nine cases of
atrocities against women. In Ut-
tar Pradesh, where the law is in
force, the Christian community
issuffering heavily.

Apart from Christian com-
munity leaders, human rights
activists, legal experts with so-
c|al concern and social justice

fic

Christian community.

caught in a di

Yet the law remainsin force, de-
spite repeated appeals from the

Accordingtothe 2011 Census,
Karnataka is home to 11.43 lakh
Christians, of whom 5,04,863
live in Bengaluru. In the upcom-
ing GBA polls, Christian votes
are significant for the ‘secular’
Congress. Yet the party appears
hesitanttowithdraw the Act. The
BJP.ontheotherhand, insistson
strengtheningit. Congressseems

have that
anti-conversion laws are clearly
against the fundamental right of
freedom of religion (article 25).
Such laws are being misused to
target minorities. Criticscitedata
to prove that such laws intend to
confront minorities under the
pretext of law, hence they are
dangerous.

The anti-conversion law hin-
ders the constitutional right of
freedom of religion. Articles 25,
2land 14 grant the right to prac-

lise Hindu votes.

ing
the law may consolidate Chris-
tian support, but it risks giving
the BJP an opportunity to mobi-

Unlike in previous decades,
Congress can no longer assume

tise, propagate and spread reli-
gion. Anti-conversion laws, espe-
cially when they mandate prior
permission, may violate these
rules and hinder voluntary con-
versions, according to experts.
It slmponanno notethatthelaw

that Christians

flinching voter base. The com-
munity is showing signs of polit-
ical awakening and assertion. In
local body elections in Dakshina
Kannadaandelsewhere,sections
of Christian voters have report-
edly shlfted away from the Con-

can b usedto
issue threats. According to one
line of argument, withdrawing
anti-conversion laws is the only
constitutionally honest way.
The Congress has indicated
that the law could be amend-
ed rather than repealed. But

un-

gress.”

oftheanti

isgearing
up fora massive protest against
the Congress seeking the repeal

law.

an will legalise its
flawed premise. Repeal would
reaffirm l\arnatakas commit-
ment

The BJP and the broader
Sangh Parivar ecosystem argue
that anti-conversion laws are
necessary to prevent religious
conversmn (hmugh force, dLLt’l(

restore minority confidence: and
curb potential misuse by law en-
forcement. Thus, the law must
not be amended but completely
dropped.

B R Ambedkar had believed

without

repealings such laws would allow

!hal chuasmg a rehgmn was a
pl

pr Y
safeguards.

werealsostrict.

The idea of restricting reli-
gious conversion is not new.
In the 1930s and 40s, several
princely states enforced laws to
preventsuchactions bymission-
aries. However, in the colonial
era, such laws were localised,
andtheirreachandenforcement

In post-independence India,
Article 25 of the Constitution

right and
pmsoml choice. He re)ectcd the
ideathatapersonshould becom-
mitted to the religion of his fore-
fathers, even if the religion fails
to establish dignity, equality and
justice. When looked at from his
perspective, the anti-conversion
law s unconstitutional.

(Thewriterisasenior
advocate and chairperson of
thesocial justicewing of the
Congress)
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50 YEARS AGO: MARCH 1976
New levies proposed instate

Bangalore, March 1

Finance Minister M. Y. Ghorpade
today presented to the Karnataka
Assemblya Rs. 28.78-cr deficit

25 YEARS AGO: MARCH 2001

Indiacondemns Taliban
move to demolish statues
New Delhi, March 1

India today expressed outrage over the
Taliban reglmc s rcpnned move to go

Budget for 1976-77. The additi
taxes proposed include an increase in

fall statues
of rcligmm :md historical i |mpun2nce

film from the 1960s directed by B

R Chopra andstarring Sunil Dutt
asacollege professor. In the film, his
widowed mother longs for only son to
marry so that she may have a daugh-
ter- in-| Iaw tocare for both him and the

OASIS | BHA

getmarried, he could at least bring
agirl home so that his mother might
pass away peacefully, believing her
cherished wish fulfilled. Reluc-
tantly he agrees, and a young
woman is hired to visit daily
fora week posing as his

heavy
chemicals, lubricating oils, industrial
and domestic fuel gases, tea, all kinds
of paper, footwear and purchase taxon
sugarcane payable by khandsari units,
Mr. Ghorpade also increased the en-
tertainment tax, stamp duty, education
cessand health cess.

raged by ‘Teports ﬂm( the Taliban is per~

d. But Sunil Dutt's ch

isreluctant. The anx:etyand disap-

pre bride.
Lo and behold, thmg;

isting with ly on the old
aspokesman of the External Affairs lady thatshe: mkes to bed. Medication lnslead of breathu:lg her
Ministry said today as reports from fail to revive her spirits and even doc- last, the old lady begins to

helpless.

the Tall
isgoing ahead with the recentdecree of
its supreme leader Mulla Omer.

At this point, one of Sunil Dutt’s
aunts suggests an unusual solution.
Evenifhe does not want truly wish to

recover. Within days, she is out
ofbed, her eyes bright with purpose,
planning a the wedding with renewed
enthusiasm. Till such time that she

RATENDU SOOD

was mentally sick, her body refused to

cooperate but once she recouped men-
tally, her body also regained health.
The lessor imple but pro-
found: even in the worst situ-
ations, we should not allow
our mind to get sick. That
can paralyse our entire body.
To remain hopeful even in
the worst situation is a great
quality as was demonstrated

VBy the Thai football team boys

who remained entrapped in the
tunnel for good seven days and our
ownworkers who got trapped in the
Uttarakhand Tunnel under construc-

Don’tallowyourmind to getsick

Iwas watching Sadhna, a Hindi

tion, two years back,and could be
taken out almost after a month orso.

To remain mentally healthy, the best
way is to consciously avoid doing an-
ything that can take away one’s peace
of mind. This is possible when one
learns to manage stress, anxiety and
maintain emotional well being. Itis
important to cultivate such godly qual-
ities as humility, patience, tolerance
for the views of others, contentment,
control on wanton desires, practicing
asense of gratitude, compassion and
to have a feeling of sharing and caring
—allof which play a key role in ensur-
ing emotional well being.
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Mideast in flames as US,
Israel wage war on Iran

yatollah Ali Khamenei, the “Supreme Leader” of Iran is dead. The

Middle East is in flames with drone destruction pouring from the

skies causing deaths on the ground. As the war, started by the USA

nd Israel, raged over Iran, which retaliated in ne and missile

strikes on Abu Dhabi and Dubai in the UAE, Doha in Qatar, Kuwait, Bahrain,

Oman and Jo) , there was no knowing what it would lead to or where

it would end. The US President Donald Trump, whose declaration of war was

couched in the euphemism — major combat operations — and Israeli Prime

Minister Benjamin Netanyahu may be the only ones exulting in having engi-
neered a change in Iran’s leadership.

The US President, who had promised to end wars and not start any as he
aimed to put America first, has recklessly mggered this war which has
already ballooned into a huge regional conflict in which civilians have died in
many countries. That he may have ordered operations without careful afore-
thought about what comes after is in keeping with Mr Trump’s playbook by
which he has been involved in at least six previous instances of starting mili-
tary operations, including in Iran whose uranium enrichment facumes were
bombed just last June.

The rationale for starting this war, apart from Israel's permanent fear of
Iran’s unswerving enmity, is unclear. After all, Mr Trump had boasted last
year that I[ran’s enrichment capability had been obliterated and that their
capacity to produce even one nuclear warhead had been set back years. Mr
Trump is using the opportunity to egg Iranians on to take matters in their own
hand and take over the a tration, but is that even possible?

Almost as many people will be celebrating Khamenei's death as mourning
his demise. He had for close to four decades run a most repressive regime, bru-
tally crushing dissent while his murderous protector in the Iran
Revolutionary Guards Corps killed their countrymen for demonstrating dis-
sent or shot or hanged women on whom the most repressive and draconian
measures had indeed been imposed. It does not, however, follow that his death
will lead to any change of heart in the regime which will probably be headed
by the same kind of theocrats and their quasi-military cohorts who have sub-
jugated the people and hijacked the country.

A brutal repression of protests against an economic downturn — inflation is
running at 70 per cent now — may have taken an estimated 6,000 lives in
January with the unofficial death toll running up to much larger, possibly
leading to a false sense of security settling on the Iranian leadership. A major
coordinated strike based on Israeli and American intelligence took down
many of the senior leaders leaving a vacuum that the theologians and the
feared revolutionary guards will be aiming to fill. If that happens, this air
strike will be just anotha that would have done little to change the thinking in
rvhgt is avowedly a free country in which the people elect their administrative

eaders.

In retaliation, Iran aimed missiles at 27 US and Israeli military establish-
ments but also struck iconic hotels and buildings in Dubai even as violent
demonstrations broke out in Iraq and Pakistan and peaceful protests in India
over Khamenei’s death. How those nations housing American troops in bases
on their soil respond to their sovereignty being breached in this manner could
add another deadly dimension to this war. What happens next could reshape
the whale of the Middle East, the global economy and the balance of world
power for more than a generation.

Kejriwal relief slap for Modi govt

The order of the Delhi special court acquitting Aam Aadmi Party

(AAP) convener and former chief minister Arvind Kejriwal, his

deputy Manish Sisodia, former Bharat Rashtra Samithi MP K.
Kavitha and 20 others in the excise policy case has come in a big relief for
the AAP which started off as a platform against corruption and for clean
politics only to get mired in a corruption case just before the last Delhi
Assembly election. More importantly, it has come as a tight slap on the
establishment comprising the Delhi chief secretary, the lieutenant gover-
nor and the Union home ministry which supervises the Central Bureau of
Investigation (CBI) as well as the Union finance ministry under which the
Enforcement Directorate (ED) functions for its diabolical plans against an
Opposition political party and its leaders which now stand exposed in front
of the nation.

The acquittal comes with a finding that the entire investigation was a
“premeditated and choreographed exercise” and the prosecution case was
built “solely on the basis of inadmissible hearsay attributed to an
approver, despite the investigation yielding no material”. There cannot be
a worse comment a court can make on an investigation agency. That the
court has asked for a departmental inquiry against the officers who con-
ducted the probe must be considered a warning to those officials who act as
stooges of their political bosses and harass innocent people; that a chief
minister and his colleagues were the victims in this case calls for close fol-
low-up of the directive.

The acquittal in the case brings to sharp focus the way the present admin-
istration has been using the ED to throw its political opponents in jail. The
Prevention of Money Laundering Act allows the ED to go after people who
launder money obtained through listed criminal activities. Mr Kejriwal,
Mr Sisodia and others spent months in jail under this law which makes
bail next to impossible. Now that the court concerned has decided that no
crime was involved in the case, the ED and its handlers must answer to the
people on their bona fides to remain in those places.
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Rubio’s Munich manifesto
is Make West Great Again

While Asia’s share has
been rising, led by East
and Southeast Asian
nations and more recently
India, that of the West,
particularly Europe, has
been  declining. This
reversal of fortunes is a
historical phenomenon
shaped by demography,
the spread of education,

We must thank Mr
Rubio for his brutal
. honesty. For we have
Sanjaya Baru understood from his
speech that it is not
| = 1ust the ‘godless
Sanjayovacha S o1 Chlla
that the West worries
about but also the
}\:;: 3 great Rubu‘):asuald ntut )utst e;g tands i of
estern emj nomi , hot just m
ires had emengi ril \}Ilc are gom:\ected the Global South.
into terminal sp]ntua]h and we are con-
decline, US sec- nected culturally. We

retary of state Marco
Rubio reminded his
European audience at last
month’s Munich Security
Conference, because, as he
put it, “godless
Communist revolutions
and anti-colonial upris-
ings” had transformed the
world. Against this back-
d.rup Mr Rubio argued,

“many came to believe
that the West’s age of dom-
inance had come to an end
and that our future was
destined to be a faint and
feeble echo of our past”.

Urging his European col-
leagues to reject such a
dismal view of the future
of the “Christian West”,
Mr Rubio assured Europe
that President Donald
Trump's project to make
America Great Again
(MAGA) was in fact a stra-
tegy to “Make the West
Great Again” (MTWGA).
“The United States and
Europe, we belong togeth-
er”, he reassured his
European hosts. “America
was founded 250 years ago,
but the roots began here
on this continent long
before. The men who set-
tled and built the nation of
my birth arrived on our
shores carrying the mem-
ories and the traditions
and the Christian faith of
their ancestors as a sacred
inheritance, an unbreak-
able link between the old
world and the new.”

Mr Rubio went on to
declare: “We are part of
one civilisation: Western
civilisation. We are bound
to one another by the
deepest bonds that nations
could share, forged by cen-
turies of shared history,
Christian faith, culture,
heritage, language, ances-
try, and the sacrifices our
forefathers made together
for the common civilisa-
tion to which we have fall-
en heir.”

The United States is con-
nected with Europe, Mr

want Europe to be strong.
We believe that Europe
must survive, because the
two great wars of the last
century serve for usas his-
tory's constant reminder
that ultimately, our des-
tiny is and will always be
intertwined with yours,
because we know that the
fate of Europe will never
irrelevant to our own”.

I have quoted Mr Rubio
at lengr.h because, surpris-
ingly, his speech received
little attention and even
less rebuke in Mr
Rubio’s “Munich Mani-
festo”, so to speak, is both
a declaration of the civili-
sational unity of the
“Christian West” and a
call to arms against not
just “godless Commun-

ists” but also “anti-coloni-
alists” of the Global South.
It is a long time since a
Western leader has unab-
ashedly regretted the end
of European colonialism.

From Cuba and
Venezuela next door to
Europe and West Asia in
the Middle and across
Eurasia all the way to the
Far East, the United States

to retain the domi-
nance it acquired at the
end of the Second World
War. Mr Rubio’s assur-
ance to Europe came in
the wake of recent
European concerns that
President Donald Trump
may dump them in pur-
suit of MAGA. No wonder
he received a standing
ovation.

We do not know from the
media reports if any of the
Indian worthies in atten-
dance at Munich stood up
torespond to this antedilu-
vian manifesto of neo-colo-
nial aspirations. Unlikely,
because so many of our
elite who represent India
at such conclaves have
internalised the view that
continued Western domi-
nance and a world order
under American leader-

ship is in India’s interests.

We must thank Mr
Rubio for his brutal hon-
esty. For we have under-
stood from his speech that
it is not just the “godless
Communists” of China
that the West worries
about but also the “anti-
colonialists” of the Global
South. Sadly though, even
as we spout “atmanirb-
harata” at home, sing
Vande Mataram, say
Bharat Mata ki Jai and
hope to be leaders of the
Global South, many of us
have no qualms believing
that continued Western
dominance makes the
world safer.

‘There is today a genera-
tion of Indians that has all
but forgotten, perhaps
never even been taught,
that the Indian sub-conti-
nent was home to the ear-
liest anti-colonial move-

and political empower-
ment of millions in what
was once called the “Third
World”. For some time
after the Second World
War, the West facilitated
the rise of the Rest. China
was the biggest beneficia-
ry of the process and has
now risen enough to begin
to worry, if not challenge,
the West

s call fo arms
of the Ch] lsnan West” is
an understandable resp-
onse to therise of an Asian
challenger, the “godless
Communists”. This is an
inevitable competition
between a declining and a
rising power. What, how-
ever, deserves condemna-
tion is his regret that

“anti-colonial uprisings”
ought to be challenged too.
This view seeks a reversal
of history and a return to
an inglorious past.

Anti-colonial uprisings
have contributed to the
political liberation and

IRAN ATTACKED

It's unfortunate that con-
flicts in West Asia have cul-
minated in a full blown war

between Israel-US and Iran
(US, Israel launch strikes on
Iran, Tehran hits back,
March 7). The war seems to
be imminent, if the fast-
changing developments
are obsuved keenly. The
US and Israel may not be
satisfied W|th the change
of guard in Iran, unlike in
Irag but still want to play a
major role in the internal
affairs of that country. The
desperate Iran would try to
spread the war as far as
possible to cause maxi-
mum damage that it could
capable of. The avoidable
war in West Asia has drawn
the entire world into chaos.
Dr D.V.G. Sankara Rao
Srikakulam

IRAN ATTACKED

It is extremely shocking, heart-
rending and painful to read the
death of 20 persons and serious
injury of many others in a huge
blast at a firecracker factory,
Vetlapalem, Kakinada district
(Fireworks factory blast kills 20 in
Vetlapalem, March 1). The avoid-
able tragedy is unmistakably and
plainly due to utter disregard for
the SOPs and safeguards by the
management and administration of
. Stern action must be

ment led by the Indian
National Congress. India’s
struggle for freedom from
European  colonialism
(not just British, but also
French and Portuguese)
inspired anti-colonial
struggles across Asia and
Africa. Mahatma Gandhi
and Jawaharlal Nehru
were and remain inspira-
tional figures across the
pustcolomal world —
what is now called Global
South.

It was a British histori-
an, Angus Maddison, who
reminded us that till 1700
China and India were the
world's dominant econom-
ic  entities, together
accounting for 50 per cent
of world income, and that
two hundred fifty years of
colonialism, from 1700 to
1950, reduced this share to
below 10 per cent. Over the
last eight decades they
have not only increased
their share of world
income, but have also
enabled several other post-
colonial  nations  to
improve their lot.

ion of
millions across Asia,
Africa and Latin America

large continents con-
quered and dominated by
the West. That Donald
Trump’s America wants
to preserve the ftrans-
Atlantic alliance to enable
a united West to continue
to dominate over the Rest
isa project that India must
explicitly reject.

Colonial dominance and
exploitation was a blem-
ish on human civilisation.
India_inspired the world
by ﬁghtmg it and claiming
victory. India’s political
leadership owes it to the
people of India and the
leadership of our national
movement to reject Mr
Rubio’s manifesto. It is
unfortunate that the
sent leadership has cho-
sen silence over the asser-

taken agamst the people who are
responsible for the heartbreaking
incident and preventive measures
need to be taken immediately by

the authorities concerned.
Dr C. Ghanshyam
Visakhapatnam

The tragic blast starkly does reveal
that when safety norms are flouted
and regulations go up in smoke,
innocent lives are reduced to ashes
and families are left shattered.
Cutting corners and playing with
fire in hazardous industries is a
recipe for disaster. Authorities
must ensure that rules are not
merely on paper. To avert such
untoward incidents, regular
mspeclmns striet adherence to
licensing norms, and proper stor-
age of explosives are essential.
Residents should promptly report
violations and avoid gathering
near accident sites. It is high time
we nip such n%%”hgence in the bud

tion of national dignity. and put safety

Raju Kolluru
Sanjaya Baru isa Kakinada

writer and His

most recent book is Email your letters to
Secession of the info@deccanmail.com,
Successtul: The Flight editor@deccanmail.com.
Out of New India.

Venkateshwar
Rao Jr

After the ruling;
Kejriwal gets big
boost; AAP-BJP
war to intensify

rvind Kejriwal is certainly relieved as spe-
cial judge Jitendra Singh quashed the case
filed by the CBI and the Enforcement Direc-
orate over the privatisation of liquor sales
in Delhi. The Kejriwal government repealed the poli-
cy after the controversy of corruption surrounding
it. Mr Kejriwal’s colleagues and several others also
have been acquitted. Judge Smgh rebuked the inves-
tigating agencies for filing the case based on weak
charges, which dld not pass the legal threshold. If is
the most resounding rebuke to the Narendra Modi
government because both the CBI and the ED are ag-
encies which work under the supervision of the
Central government. The CBI is part of the depart-
ment of personnel and training, which comes under
the Prime Minister's Office. The ED is part of the
finance
Whatever the ments or demerits of the liquor sales
policy of the Kejriwal government, the corruption
case filed against the former Delhi chief numster
against former deputy chief minister Manish Sisodia
and many others in the AAP was clearly seen as the
BJP’s determined attempt to tarnish the anti-corrup-
tion crusading party's knight-in-shining-armour
image. It is also quite clear that the corruption case
and the -profile arrests of top AAP leaders
played a decisive role in the BJP's victory in the
Delhi Assembly elections in February 2025. Though
the BJP and the Modi government are sure to deny
any ulterior motive in pursuing the corruption char-
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ges, it is much too evident that it was part of a politi-
cal strategy.

Now that the charges and accusations have been
overturned by the court, it remains to be seen what
the Delhi High Court will have to say as the CBI has
filed an appeal challenging the lower court’s verdict.

Mr Kejriwal, of course, expects to make his way
back to the political helm. In many ways, Mr
Kejriwal is the undeclared supremo of the AAP. The
party however wants to prove that it is based on its
clean governance rather than on the personality fac-
tor of Mr Kejriwal, but given the soaal dynamics of

Indian politics it is the leader who is the anchor of a
political party’s fortunes. Mr Kejriwal is an essential
factor of the AAP's success.

made much of Mr Kejriwal's emotional
breakdown when he cried before the cameras. The
media has generally been quite contemptuous of Mr
Kejriwal's personal issues. It had made a point of
focusing on his bouts of cough a decade ago when he
was fighting the election a second time in 2015. The
emotional breakdown could be seen as a symptom of
Mr Kejriwal being not hard enough to take the blows
of a powerful adversary, especially that which is at
the helm in the Central government, and that the
tears may indicate that the gentle middleclass indi-
vidual that he is he cannot stand up to mental and
physical torture of accusations, inferrogation and
nment. But Mr Kejriwal is a consummate
artist who can use his vulnerabilities as a

political trump card.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi faces stiff competi-
tion from Mr Kejriwal in political theatrics. The
court verdict acquitting Mr Kejriwal and his AAP
colleagues is sure to fwrn public sympathy in his
fayour, and there is good enough reason for the BJP
to lose sleep over it. The stinging judgment delivered
by Judge Singh provides enough rhetorical ammuni-
tion for Mr Kejriwal to turn the tables against Mr
Modi and the BJP.

There are plenty of political straragems lurkmg
behing What i

d th isof
thatboththeAAPandBJPhelongmLhemghnstend
of the political spectrum. The question to be asked is
whether the AAP has the endorsement of ideological
mentor Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh? It would
appear that it does. So, the RSS would not have liked
the BJP-Modi operation to demolish the AAP. It is
then possible that the invisible army of RSS volun-
teers could lend support to the AAP. The struggle for
influence and power in political arena between
the AAP and BJP will be fought behind the scenes.
Mr Kejriwal's India Against Corruption movement
was no ordinary middle-class movement which the
likes of Prashant Bhushan and Yogendra Yadav
believed it was, Mr Kejriwal’s innate Hindu middle-
class conservatism lent a different political profile to
the AAP, and this played as)gm.ﬁcanl role in the elec-
toral victories of the AAP in 2015 and 2020.

Is there then room for two nght -wing parties? The

+

argument would be that AAP will remain a regional
party, and the BJP will be a national party. The
demarcated spheres of influence of the AAP and the
BJP need to be marked out.

Mr Kejriwal and the AAP became part of the
Opposition IN.D.LA. bloc, but the AAP does not
appear to be too comfortable in the company of the
Congress and the Communists, and even socialist
organisations like the Samajwadi Party and the
Rashtrlya Janata Dal. A clear hint that the AAP isa
right-wing Hindu conservative party was given
when Mr Kejriwal made the celebration of Ram
Navami an of programme,

‘The mortal combat between the AAP and BJP can
be intense and even cruel. The BJPand the Narendra
Modi government will try to work their way around
the special judge’s indictment of the investigative
agencies. It won't be surprising if the government
were to come up with a fresh set of charges or cover
the holes in the earlier charges. Mr Kejriwal can’t
rest too long on the victory afforded by the special
judge's verdict. The BJP does not want to share polit-
ical power with anyone, either ideological rivals like
Mamata Banerjee's Trinamul Congress or M.K.
Stalin’s DMK, or ideological fellow-travellers like Mr
Kejriwal's AAP. Narendra Modi and the BJP want to
reign supreme and alone.

The writer is a Delhi-based commentator
and analyst
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Candidates spar over campaign financing. | guctesof
the week
T i luti '
hey should be debatin Tl
€y snou € debating solutaons b amiar
The gamesmanship and o — Cook Cc
guilt-by-association tactics thatare W&% Treai‘izreroﬁ/lrgr}:iu
defining this election cycle jumped Pappas onaccusations
the shark with the news last week that she verbally
that an Illinois House member from abused employees of
Chicago sent mailers to constitu- acounty technology
ents accusing his progressive chal- TAKE contractor
lenger of wanting to “expand ICE in
our community.” THAT,
The attack on challenger Miguel RIGHTIE!

Alvelo-Rivera by 40th District state
Rep. Jaime Andrade’s campaign on
its face made little sense, as Alve-
lo-Riverais endorsed by the most
passionate anti-ICE politicians in
ourarea, including Ald. Rossana
Rodriguez-Sanchezand U.S.

Rep. Delia Ramirez. But Andrade
defended the accusation by saying
that it was based on donations to
Alvelo-Rivera from other politi-
cians (including Ramirez) who
support him, some of whom in turn
had received modest donations
from out-of-state moderate Demo-
cratic politicians who voted last
year for Immigration and Customs
Enforcement funding.

Got that?

That s about as tenuous and
convoluted as such an attack can
get. No one with any knowledge of
Chicago politics can believe that
Alvelo-Rivera, a product of what
Andrade calls the Democratic
socialist “machine” in his part of
the city, is an ICE supporter.

For his part, Andrade effectively
is defending these highly mislead-
ing mailers as normal hardball
political tactics that have been
employed by the same Demo-
cratic socialists in other races in
the neighborhoods he represents,
including Avondale, Albany Park
and Irving Park. He’s correct there.

But that doesn’t make what he’s
doing right. And we say that know-
ing we endorsed Andrade in the
primary. For the record, we still
stand by that endorsement. If with
alittle less enthusiasm.

This bare-knuckled

to whom over other important
matters in this election.

Much of the back-and-forth has
centered on AIPAC, the American
Israel Public Affairs Committee,
and its multimillion-dollar bets
via various super political action
committees on several Democrats
running for open congressional
seats. To read some of the cover-
age of these races, you'd think that
what’s happening in the Middle
East is far and away the most
important issue on voters’ minds.

Tts devastating human costs
notwith

shines alighton the dxsuessmg
trend that has come to dominate
this primary season for Demo-
crats, a particularly intense one
given the unusually large number
of open seats for Congress and for
other offices. Discussions of candi-
dates’ qualifications and posi-
tions onissues have been eclipsed
by near-constant focus on who's
donating to their campaxgns

ling, one can read any
polland conclude that the Israe-
li-Palestinian conflictis far down
the list of Americans’ priorities in
this election.

There are any number of reasons
for leftist rivals to moderate Demo-
crats such as Laura Fine and Donna
Miller (running for Congress in the
9thand 2nd districts, respectively)
to attack them over the identity of
their donors. One, we're certain, is

It’s not just the candidates who
areat fault here. Questions at
debates and forums have tended to
overemphasize who's giving what

todefine them as they’re
clearly not — cloaked backers of
some sort of Trumpian agenda.

‘We get that politics ain’t beanbag

5CORE ONE FOR THE LEFT
SCOTT STANTIS/FOR THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE

and all that, but the idea that these
veteran politicians, who've

o0

issues such as nationalized health
care; a national ‘wage of

records most anyone outside of the
blue bubble of Chicagoland would
describe as distinctly liberal, are
right-wingers in disguise is a disser-
vice to all voters.

All Democrats running in these
hotly contested races ought to stip-
ulate that everyone on the ballot
isanactual, real Democrat. To say
otherwise is simply to distract and
obfuscate.

Having conducted endorsement
meetings with many of these candi-
dates and collected questionnaires
from most of the remainder, we can
safely assure voters that virtually
no one running as a Democrat in
this primary season approves of
how ICE agents are conducting
themselves or supports continu-
ing to fund ICE in ts present state,
Likewise, all these Democrats are
harshly critical of this second iter-
ation of the Trump ad ion

$17,$25 an hour or more; taxes on
the wealthy and how to structure
those; and what to do about data
centers and their impact on energy
costs.

‘We could go on. Yet we seea
paucity of discussion on those
topics about which voters have
said in poll after poll they’re most
concerned.

Campaign finance is alegiti-
mate issue. By all means, those
who choose to accept money from
ATPAC (or from other deep-pock-
eted donors such as the crypto
and Al industries) should have to
explain why they’re doing so and
also how they feel about issues
pertaining to those special interests.

But, with less than three weel
until Election Day, we're not satis-
fied with the relentless jousting
over cartoonish talking points and
iation. And we don’t

and oppose the vast majority of its
policies.

Much more pertinent, we
believe, to Democratic voters’
choices are candidates’ positions on

guiltby
thmk voters should be satisfied,
either.

Candidates, we’ve met many of
you. We admire most of you. You
candobetter.

When 20% of Tllinois voters decide primary elections, democracy cowers

In many Ilinois districts, the

i effectively decides the
general election. So what’s likely to
happen at the ballot box, know-
ing that more people show up to
vote for president than governor in
Illinois, and fewer people vote in
primaries than general elections?

Aswe pored over the numbers
for previous off-cycle prima-
ries, we were alarmed to see that
over the past four gubernatorial
cycles (2010, 2014, 2018 and 2022),
roughly1in 5 registered voters here
decided the outcome.

In raw numbers, here’s how it
looks: Illinois had 8,107,797 regis-
tered voters in 2022, and only
1,757,872 — less than 22% — of them
voted in the primary.

The stump speech that voters —
orwould-be voters — get about this
time of year entails platitudes about
exercisingrights, notsittingon the
sidelines, using your voice and so
on. These are fine sentiments, and
we have no wish to undermine
them. One of the things that makes
America, America, is free and fair
elections and the protections to
back them up. We can vote without
fear of intimidation or suppression,
and if that’s ever not the case, there
are many institutions, including
the Tribune, that would demand
justice.

So stipulated. But we’d also like
to acknowledge other problems
keeping folks on the sidelines.

Low turnout reflects badly
upon the electorate, yes, but it

Antinisha Sturgeon, right, helps her grandfather, Ben Walker, vote during
the lllinois primary election on March 19, 2024, at Marshall High School in
Chicago. VINCENT ALBAN/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

too many races go uncontested

and too few voters feel their vote
matters. When a districtis drawn to
heavily favor one party, the general
election becomes a formality, and
the real contest shifts to alow-turn-
out primary.

Too often, many voters are
deprived of meaningful choice at
the ballot.

Economist Orphe Divounguy
argued in a2021report that when
political maps are drawn to heavily
favor one party, it suppresses voter
participation because many voters
essenually have 1o alternative to

alsoreflects poorly on the sy
itself. In our view, Illinois prima-
ries are effectively decided by a
small minority because too many
districts are engineered to be safe,

thei bent ord party
candidate.

“Uncontested and lightly
contested elections tend to skew
policy in favor of powerful special

interest groups at the expense of
everyone else” he said. “This is
because low voter participation

nois, across 17 types of offices, were
uncontested, meaning voters had
noreal options.

The problem persists in this elec-
tion cycle, particularly in legislative
races where district lines heavily
favor one party. In many of those
districts, the general electionis a
foregone conclusion. Statewide
offices reflect arelated but distinct
challenge: party weakness. Repub-
licans, now marginalized in state-
wide contests, often struggle to
recruitcredible candidates. Trea-
surer Mike Frerichs, for example,
faces no Republican challenger this

cle.

The lack of conservative candi-
dates is glaring in Illinois, once a
Republican state, which has seen
Democrats capitalize on an aggres-
sively partisan political mapmak-
ing process (much as Republicans
did in the past) to ice out political
opposition.

Illinois is not alone in struggling
with turnout. But when districts
are engineered to predetermine

ptible
to the mﬂuence of lobbyists rather
than prioritizing the service of ordi-
nary voters.”

His research back then found
that roughly halfof all Tllinois
House races went uncontested
between 2012 to 2020 and that this
was linked to voter participation
that was, on average, 7 percent-
age points lower in uncontested
districts.

That was five years ago and
looked specifically at one field. The
pattern extends well beyond legis-
lative races. In November 2024,
Ballotpedia reported that 70% of
the 1,183 elections it tracked in Tlli-

C it ds the prob-
lem. Illinois had the eighth-high-
estrate of uncontested elections in
2024, according to Ballotpedia.

‘We'll still encourage voters
to head to the polls this primary
season. Most of these races have
thoughtful, serious candidates on
offer, at least in the primaries. But
thatwon'tbe true when it comes to
the generals, and that reality under-
scores the need to fix Illinois’ legis-
lative maps.

Structural competitionis a
prerequisite for democratic legiti-
macy and may help restore partici-
pation. Voters deserve options both
now and in November.

“Our country is
winning again. In
fact, we're winning
so much that we
really don't know
what to do about it.
People are asking
me, ‘Please, please,
please, Mister
President, we're
winning too much.
We can't take it
anymore.”

— President Donald
Trump

“Is the president
working to

make life more
affordable for you
and your family?
Is the president
working to keep
Americans safe,
both athome and
abroad? Is the
president working
for you?”

— Virginia Gov. Abigail
Spanberger

“We're just
focusingon
celebrating

the women in

our room, the
extraordinary
efforts. And
continue to
celebrate three
gold medals in
program history as
well as the double
gold for both mens
and women’s at the
same time.”

— Hilary Knight,
member of gold medal
winning USS. Olympic
women’s hockey team

“I just want to be

a foundation for
the team and for
the bullpen,and 1
think every starter
does”

— Davis Martin, White
Sox pitcher

“We pray for his
childrenand
grandchildren. Let
them know that
they follow in the
footsteps of aman
who was a giant for
justice. And, in that
way, his word will
continue to live
onwell beyond his
years.”

— Cardinal Blase

Cupich, about the Rev.
Jesse Jackson
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OPINION

For America’s 250th, Trump
wants a national spectacle

By Edwin C. Yohnka

Asateen inasmall Illinois
town, America’s bicentennial in
1976 fascinated me. The official
logo marking the 200th anniver-
sary of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence was omnipresent — on
posters in my high school, on
clothing and in advertisements.
The culmination of the event
took many forms in July 1976: fire
hydrants repainted in “patriotic”
themes, tall ships sailing on New
York City’s Hudson River, massive
firework celebrations in small
towns and large cities, and evena
visit from Queen Elizabeth II to
‘Washington, DC.

Many Americans in 1976 wres-
tled quietly with questions about
our role inamodern world. The
vision of America as an unques-
tioned force for good in the world
was in disarray in the wake of the
military and foreign policy disas-
ter in Vietnam. The Watergate
scandal and resignation of Presi-
dent Richard Nixon led many to
question the trustworthiness of
our own government.

Nixon hoped the 1976 bicen-
tennial celebration would high-
light his vision of the power and
dominance of the United States;
instead, Americans and public
officials opted for more localized
events.

‘With the 250th anniversary
of our country’s founding barely
five months away, President
Donald Trump wants a national
spectacle over local reflection
and remembrance. He is plan-
ning to host an Ultimate Fight-
ing Championship eventat the
White House (which he claims
will draw 100,000 spectators).
Trump has called for national
“Patriot Games” drawing
together athletes from each state
to participate in various contests
to determine an ultimate winner
(which feels cribbed from “The
Hunger Games”). He recently
signed an executive order appar-
ently “mandating” an Indy car
race on the streets of our nation’s
capital as part of the 250th cele-
bration. And he wants tobuilda
250-foot high arch across the
river from to mini-

Alarge wall mural showing the signing of the Declaration of Independence is seen over visitors at the National Archives on Jan. 29 in Washington.

JOHN MCDONNELL/AP

No doubt we will hear a good deal this summer from
our president about American patriotism and greatness.
Mass athletic events or marble monuments named for
the president provide little cover for the way in which
Trump is undermining the fundamental principles of
our founding — to resist and reject a tyrant.

exchange for access to his admin-
istration. Is that a way to celebrate
our nation’s birthday?

Rather than focusing on the
shiny diversions of loud specta-
cles, Americans might take a few
moments this year to explore the
parallels between our current
ion and the detailed indict-

mize the Lincoln Memorial.
The plans are sprinkled with
pay-for-play. Media reports indi-
cate that Trump has created
aprivate entity where donors
can contribute to his plans, in

ment of particulars that Thomas
Jefferson laid out against the king
of England in 1776. Consider justa
few of these equivalences:

B The Declaration decried the
king’s sending of military forces

against the people of the Colonies
— “transporting large Armies of
foreign Mercenaries.... totally
unworthy the Head of a civi-

lized nation.” In 2026, Americans
face Trump’s federal immigra-
tion agents running roughshod
through American cme‘s includ-

king’s efforts to obstruct “the
Administration of Justice” Trump
and his attorney general, Pam
Bondi, have turned our legal
system into a tool of grievance for
the president. Americans long.
trusted that our Department of
Justice uncovered a criminal act
and then began investigating to
find the perpetrator, but Trump’s
DOJ appears to target a perceived
“opponent” of the president —
‘whether James Comey;, Letitia
James or Don Lemon —and
then searches for the crime to be
d.

B The Declaration charged the
king with “cutting off our Trade
withall parts of the world” and

ing Chicago, and Los
Angeles — abusing immigrants
and U.S. citizens and capturing
people without a warrant, with
officials suggesting these troops
are immune from accountability.
B Jefferson condemned the

Taxes on us without
our Consent” The Trump admin-
istration has engaged in placing
tariffs around the world in an
increasingly erratic and incoher-
ent fashion. Some countries —
such as Vietnam — appear to have

avoided higher tariffs by cutting
adeal for a Trump-owned golf
course. And Americans already
struggling with high prices

have paid these tariffs to their
detriment.

B No doubt we will hear a good
deal this summer from our pres-
ident about American patrio-
tism and greatness. Mass athletic
events or marble monuments
named for the president provide
little cover for the way in which
Trump is undermining the funda-
mental principles of our founding
— toresistand rejecta tyrant.

B My hope is that in communities
across our country — like my small
townin 1976 — we will see demon-
strations of opposition to these
spectacles.

Edwin C. Yohnka is director of
communications and public policy
at the American Civil Liberties
Union of Illinois.

What Illinoisans should ask candidates before they vote

By Otis Moss Il

Michael Pfleger,

Ciera Bates-Chamberlain
and Seth Limmer

The right to vote is essential to
democracy.

The Rev. Jesse Jackson, who
now rests in power, spoke that
truth on the eve of primary elec-
tions five years ago.

Our ancestors — including
one of our namesakes — literally
fought for our right to vote. As
religious leaders, we consider that
right to be asacred rite and the
ballot box the altar of democracy.

March 17 is election day for
primaries in Illinois. and early
voting is underway. Two years
ago, turnout for the primaries was
discouragingly low: Even though
it was a presidential election year,
only 19% of lllinoisans voted. That
means 4 out of every 5 fellow citi-
zens of our state abdicated their
civic responsibility.

Stakes are too thh for Amer-
icans to cede their power of the
vote. There are so many issues
demandingurgent action here in
Tllinois as well as nationally. We
encourage our readers to learn
‘where primary candidates stand
onkey issues and to vote for the
change we need in our time.

Here at home, gun violence
continues as a civic scourge. We
advocate asking General Assem-
bly candidates where they stand
on two important matters.

The first is the Responsibility in
Firearm Legislation (RIFL) Act,
abill currently under consider-
ation in the Illinois House. The

The new downtown voting supersite at 137 S. State St. on Feb. 12, which was opened for the first day of early
voting. ANTONIO PEREZ/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

injuries and boost gun violence

ues, and hopefully increases, our

prevention efforts. ancial commitment to CVI.
Thebill is estimated to bring Askyour candidates where they
significant financial benefit to stand on maintaining and expand-
Tllinois, with project ing Illinois’ fi ial commitment
ing $297 million i inyear one vand to the lifesaving work of CVI and
over halfabillion dollarsbyyear  to the needed community heal-
three. The RIFL Actissupported  ingresource centers thataddress

by survivors, advocates and faith
leaders. Ask your candidates
where they stand on the RIFL Act
before casting your ballot.

Also, ask your statewide candi-
dates 1fthey are committed to

violence-related trauma.

Our votes in March will not only
affect the direction of Tllinois but
also of America,

‘We faith leaders are horri-
fiedand d:sgusted by theinhu-

RIFL Actholds gun

d funding for

turers responsible for the harms
caused by their products by creat-
inga financial incentive to reduce
the association of their products
with injury and death. If enacted
into law, the bill would require
firearm manufacturers to obtain a
license to operate in Illinois. State
retailer would be restricted to
selling only from licensed manu-
facturers. Those fees collected
would be directed towards a state
treasury fund and would be used
to support survivors of firearm

violence i mtervennon (CVDi in
h

ane
of I.mmxgrauons and Customs
better known as

Tllinois. As we
oftenin this section, CVI has
proved to be incredibly effective
inmitigating the effects of gun
violence. Statewide CVI efforts
‘have benefited from the incred-
ible cooperation of government,
philanthropy and business lead-
ers. However, with significant
federal funding for CVI atrisk

— and federal funding for Illinois
already being reduced — we need
to make sure that our state contin-

ICE. While at our #FaithAgain-
stFear rallies, the four of us have
used the language of “melting
ICE” Webelieve that stronger
action is necessary for this govern-
ment body, which is veiled in
secrecy and steeped in racism;
itneeds to be eradicated and its
agents be held accountable so that
anew, humane agency toregulate
borders might be created.

We encourage voters to ask

their candidates if they support
abolishing ICE. We also encour-
age voters to find out which candl-

threat. The perversely titled SAVE
America Actreally intends to
disenfranchise minority voters.
This bill is opposed by the Lead-
ership Conference on Civil and
Human Rights and 130 other

organizations. It is ascary time
when the president calls for the
nationalization of elections and
sends the FBI to Georgia’s Fulton
County to seize voting records.
Alarmingly, Noem has stated that
DHS has the authority to iden-
tify “vulnerabilities” in election
systems and implement “mitiga-
tion measures” to ensure state and
local elections are “run correctly”
Instead of the SAVE Act, which
undermines democracy, any
candidate for federal office should
endorse the John Lewis Voting
Rights Advancement Act.

Lastly, we want to share that
1llinois and America need ranked
choice voting, which would
make it likelier that broadly liked
cz\ndidates would be elected. Not
only would this voting method
givevoters greater choice, butit
also would mitigate the polariz-
ing effects of extreme voices in
primaries and reduce the risk that
minority candidates will wind up
splitting votes, thereby reducing

dates have takend
companies such Palantir, wl-uch
benefits from lucrative federal
contracts to surveil cjuzens Like-

ion in government.
Some municipalities have already
established ranked choice voting,
and Illinois should do the same

wise, we believe must
commit to pursue accounta\nhtv
for federal officials and employ

Learnmg where ourcand:dates
standis fi 1 to our voting

for unlawful action taken during
recent ICE raids; it has been
documented that ICE-initiated
violence has worsened by 290%.
More than 400 judges across
the United States have ruled that
the administration is detaining
immigrants unlawfully. From
Border Patrol Cmdr. Greg-
ory Bovino, who led Operation
Midway Blitz here, to Home-
land Security Secretary Kristi
Noem, ICE and the Department of
Homeland Security must be held
to account. Our elected officials
must ensure this happens.
Painfully, we know that the very
integrity of our elections, our very
rightto the free hise, isunder

power. Our right to vote is essen-
tial to our democracy. Qur Amer-
ican democracy is essential to the
reservation of human life and
uman liberty.
May we each fulfill our civic
duty, our sacred duty, and vote in
this primary for abetter America.

Chicago faith leaders Rabbi Seth
Limmer, the Rev. Otis Moss III,
the Rev. Ciera Bates-Chamberlain
and the Rev. Michael Pfleger
joined the Tribune’s opinion
section in summer 2022 for a
series of columns on potential
solutions to Chicago’s chronic gun
violence problem. The column

i onan 1 basis.
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OPINION

The ripple effects of Jesse Jackson’s
vision of Black economic power

Claren:e Page

Having covered the Rev. Jesse
Jackson for more than a half-cen-
tury, I have an insider’sunder-
standing of why thousands of
people lined up to wait patiently
last week in Chicago to pay their
final respects to the departed civil
rights icon.

Jackson knew when and how to
defy power, but he also knew how
to cajole the powerful to make
room at the table for the excluded.

Ofall the memories I have gath-
ered in the past 50 years, one stood
out on this solemn occasion: Black
Expo, an annual convention put
on by Jackson’s Operation Bread-
basket for several years in the late
1960s and early 1970s to showcase
Black businesses as well as music,
arts and other endeavors.

Black Expos were held in
Chicago until 1976, and other
cities put them on as well, includ-
ing New York, Philadelphia,
‘Washington and Atlanta. But the
one that stands out in my mind
was in Chicagoin1971.

My fellow young reporters and
I'were amused to see Mayor Rich-
ard J. Daley pictured on the front
page of the Tribune with his hand
clasped with Jackson’s in a classic
“orip-and-grin” shot.

But with adifference.

“Look at their hands,” a friend
pointed out. Indeed, this was nota

The Rev. Jesse Jackson speaks at the kickoff for the Black Expo on Aug. 25,1971, at the Sheraton Hotel in Chicago. With Jackson are Gary Mayor
Richard Hatcher, left, Rep. John Conyers, D-Michigan, second from right, and John Johnson, founder of Ebony, right. The five-day expo by Black and
minority businesses opened at the International Amphitheatre that September. CHICAGO TRIBUNE HISTORICAL PHOTO

marchingina South Side neigh-
borhood. After King’s assassina-

traditional handshake. tion in 1968, the city went through
Asthe -a flashed, Jack- ic rioting, with 11 people
son had hooked his thumb with lulled and parts of the West Side
Daley’s into what had been popu-  laid waste. The so-called Black
larized by nn: ionasathe  Power was on therise,

y
“Black Power” handshake.

‘Whether Daley noticed, it didn’t
seem to matter. As a practiced
politician, he was notabout to
let a good handshake opportu-
nity go to waste. Nor was Jack-
son. For anyone familiar with the
racial tensions of that era, this was
something of abreakthrough.

For many of us, it was amodest
sign, atleast, that the cultural gaps
in our racially fractious city might
be bridged. Maybe we could all get
along.

The reverend was trying,
anyway.

Chicago, you'll recall, was
‘where only five years earlier, the
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. was
struck in the head by a rock while

spurning the nonviolent ethos of
King’s movement, and not only
the Black Panthers but also the
mostly white Weather Under-
ground were active in Chicago.
1In1969, Chicago police killed two
Panthers, including its national
deputy chair, Fred Hampton, ina
highly controversial predawn raid.

It was in this context that Jack-
son was offering anew model for
political organizing. Instead of
Black power, Jackson promoted
“green power” to build Black
economic and educational invest-
ment for everyone’s benefit.

To the relief of many, the son of
South Carolina was notout to be
another revolutionary, but rather
was offering reassurance thatlocal

haseck

people, | and
communities could work together
across racial, class and political
lines.

Itmight not sound as impres-
sive now, but when the fires of the
1960s were still vivid in the public
mind, it was reassuring to hear
Jackson’s refrain, “Keep hope
alive!”

And that’s what Jackson did.
Black Expo was a big test and,
for many, a breakthrough for the
hopes that Black Americans could
take the advances of the civil
rights eraand build on them.

The event glorified Black
entrepreneurs in the way usually
associated with athletes and soul
music stars, The theme of the five-
day September event in the Inter-
national Amphitheatre was “Save
the children,” but, as many noted,
it might as well have been “Invest
your dollars.”

Jackson’s vision of Black
economic power was perhaps

anupd: fBooker T. Washing-
ton’s, or perhaps a softer version
of Elijah Muhammad’s, and the
Black Expo was a commercial
success. The third annual exposi-
tion in 1972 was a huge financial
and publicity success. Jackson
managed to blend politics with
artistic amacnons, major corpo-

1984 and his more serious candi-
dacy in 1988, some have argued,
played a crucial role in setting the
table for Barack Obama’s success
at claiming the highest office in
2008.

It’s no wonder Tribune scribe
Mike Royko called him the Rev.
“Jesse Jetstream.” It's hard to

rat and enter
luminaries such as the Jackson
5,Isaac Hayes, and Big Bird and
Roosevelt Franklin of “Sesame

imagine how Jackson
theenergy.
Now; heis atrest. And it’s

Street” —and lots of deal-makin
intended to build Black capital-
sm.

Perhaps it succeeded too well.
A1990 article in the Chicago
Tribune described a revived expo
in Chicago thatyear, casually
mentioning that employers look»
ingto recruitat the event included
the Illinois State Police, H&R
Block and the FBI!

Years would pass before Jack-
son would make a serious bid for
the U.S. presidency. His runin

ﬁmng, as Black Hxstory Month
how
central Jackson was to broadening
our understanding of a truly inclu-
sive society, a country where Black
achievement and full participation
in the prosperity of America were
natural and fitting and worthy of
fostering. Jackson has become a
legend, and he’s made it possible
for so many others to reach the
pinnacle of American success.

Email Clarence Page at
cptimee@gmail.com.

Voice of the People

Returning Chicagoans to crisis
Werun the ions that

receive federal subsidies. Eligi-
ble — often U.S. citi-

house Chicago’s most vulnera-
ble residents — veterans, seniors,
people with disabilities and fami-
lies with children. Every day,

we see the return on that invest-
ment: people who were once on
the streets holding jobs, raising
kids, stabilizing their health and
contributing to their communi-
ties. Now, two sweeping changes
from the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Develop-
ment (HUD) threaten to undo
that progress and push thousands
of Chicagoans from stability back
into crisis.

The first threat strikes at the
core of homelessness services.
HUD’s revised funding guid-
ance for its Continuum of Care
program would cap permanent
supportive housing at 30% of
funding — down from nearly 90%.
Chicago has over 9,000 perma-
nent supportive housing units,
about 60% HUD-funded. Of the
$120 million in federal home-
lessness dollars flowing to our
city, $96 million supports perma-
nent housing. An estimated 2,800
Chicago households are at risk. A
federal court blocked the worst
provisions of the guidance in
December, but the administration
has signaled it will try again.

Thisisbad policy and bad
economics. Permanent support-
ive housingis not just compas-
sionate — it saves money. A single
chronically unhoused person costs
taxpayers an estimated $35,000
annually from emergency room
visits and hospitalizations, for
example. A permanent support-
ive housing unit costs a fraction of
that. Replacing proven long-term
housing with two-year transitional
programs ignores the reality that
many people we serve have severe
disabilities. They will not become
self-sufficient on a political time-
line. They will become homeless.

The second threat emerged on
Feb.19 when HUD proposed a
rule that would force mixed-sta-
tus immigrant families out of
federally assisted housing. Under
current law, undocumented
family members already don’t

zen children — receive prorated
assistance while the family covers
the rest. The new rule would
require every household member
to prove citizenship or the entire
family faces eviction. It would

also require housing authorities to
report undocumented residents
to the Department of Homeland
Security.

Nationally, this could displace
nearly 80,000 families, includ-
ing 37,000 children. In Chicago, it
would destabilize families already
paying more than their fair share
ofrent.

These policies compound each
other. The funding cuts eliminate
the programs that many turn to
for help. The mixed-status rule
pushes families out of housing.
Combined with cuts to Medicaid
and the Supplemental Nutrition
Assistance Program, the resultisa
homelessness crisis that will cost
Chicago far more in emergency
spending than the federal govern-
ment saves.

‘We urge Congress to renew
Continuum of Care grantsand
protect the Housing Choice
Voucher program. We urge
state and city leaders to prepare
bridge funding. And we urge
every Chicagoan to submita

trauma. I could prescribe medi-
cation, but I couldn’t prescribe an
apartment. I could treat depres-
sion, but I couldn’t treat the
despair that comes from a lack of
work that pays enough to live or
schools that lead nowhere genera-
tion after generation.

Then came the new Medicaid
work requirements. More paper-
work. More barriers. More ways
for people who are already strug-
glingto lose the health care they
desperately need.

My patients don’t talk about
politics much. They’re too busy
surviving. But the truth is, politics
are deciding everything about
their lives — where they sleep,
whether they eat, whether they
can see adoctor. They just can’t
afford to notice.

Here's what would actually
help them:

M A public health insurance
option that automatically enrolls
the uninsured and negotiates drug
prices, so no one falls through the
cracks and medications are actu-
ally affordable.

B A universal basic income — say,
$500 amonth for every adult — so
poverty isn’t alife sentence.

B Housing policies that make
apartments affordable instead of
luxury goods.

W A democracy that actually

public HUD’s
proposed mixed- status rule
during the comment period that
ends April 21.

Investingin housing is smart.
Tearingitapart is not.
— Mark Ishaug, president and
CEO, Thresholds; David Sinski,
chief executive and vision officer,
Heartland Human Care Services;
and Laura Zumdahl, president
and CEO, New Moms

The system is failing many
Irecentlyleftmyjobasa
psychiatrist at a safety net hospi-
tal on the West Side of Chicago.
Notbecause the patients weren’t
worth treating — they were. But
because I couldn’ttreat what was
actually making them sick.
Housing instability. Food inse-
curity. The constant, grinding
stress of poverty and a lifetime of

ponds to people instead of
donors.

These aren’t radical ideas.
They’re broadly popular. But
given the way our federal govern-
ment is set up right now, they’re
unlikely to pass.

We need deep governmental
reforms — starting with ending
the filibuster and overturning
the Citizens United decision —
to fix the political system so we
can reorient our economy away
from corporate capitalism and
toward worker capitalism: a
system where the people who do
the work share in the prosper-
ity they create. Where technol-
ogy serves humans, not the other
way around. Where government
is competent enough to actually
deliver.

Because right now, too many of
my former patients have learned

thatit doesn’t.

Teens getting a bad rap

— Dr. Travis Amengual, Chicago ‘Why do we allow the media to
portray our teenagers sonega-
Major blow to health care tively? It seems news organi-
Atatime when patients are zations focus on destructive
waiting weeks for appointments  activities downtown instead of
and hospitals are struggling to fill hxg‘hhghn.ng the teens who are
shifts, the last thing policymal ing their ds in more
ers should be doing is making it productive ways. Within the past

harder to train health care profes-
sionals. Unfortunately, arecent
announcement from the U.S.
Department of Education lays the
groundwork to limit which health
care workers are considered to
have professional degrees, exclud-
ingaccess to vital student-loan
financing.

The Education Department’s
proposed federal loan eligibility
rule will limit the definition of a
“professional degree” to 11 degrees,
excluding nurses, physician assis-
tants, physical therapists, social
workers and other crucial health
care roles. This would make it
harder for these essential provid-
ersto finance graduate educa-
tion — further straining an already
stretched workforce.

Limiting the amount of federal
loans these students can access
will notlower tuition costs; it
will create an untenable finan-
cial situation that is likely to turn
them away from high-demand
professions. Not to mention the
disproportionate effect this will
have on students from diverse and
low-income backgrounds, under-
mining efforts to build a represen-
tative health care workforce and
preventing even more qualified

candidates from entering the field.

We are already facing severe
shortages of physicians, nurses
and allied health profession-
als, and we cannot afford to lose
any more. I urge the Education
Department to reconsider this
policy and maintain current
professional degree definitions to
ensure arobust workforce pipe-
line across health care disciplines.
— Dr. Rosalind Ramsey-Goldman,
Chicago

month, T have witnessed amazing
maturity and self-control among

our teens, which has mostly gone
unnoticed.

Several weeks ago, Highland
Park High School hosted a chess
tournament where hundreds
of teens gathered to play chess.
‘When I'walked into the gym,
there were dozens of teens from
many schools paired together,
playing chess in an absolutely
quiet gym. There were no cell-
phones. There was no raucous
behavior. There was only respect
for the other players and the game.

Recently, I witnessed the same
mature behavior in middle school-
ers who had gathered for the
solo and ensemble contest of the
Northern Illinois Music Confer-
ence. Many boys and girls were
gathered, carrying every instru-
mentimaginable, and eager to
perform before judges who would
evaluate their level of expertise.
Once again, there were no cell-
phones, and the halls were filled
with whispers, out of consider-
ation for those teens who were
performingin the classrooms.

On neither of these occasions
were adults required to patrol the
halls to enforce good behavior. It
came from the teens themselves.
Iam sure that other parents
are observing this same type of
responsible behavior in other
sports, meetings and groups of
teens.

Today’s teenagers represent the
future, and we should be giving
them the respect and recognition
they deserve, instead of focusing
our attention on those who are
bent on causing havoc.

— Mary Ann McGinley, Wilmette

For online-exclusive letters, go to www.chicagotribune.com/letters.
Email your letter submissions, 400 words or less, to letters@chicago
tribune.com. Include your full name, address and phone number.
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“Time is not on Russias side

If the battle

for Ukraine
is not World
War I or
World War
III, what is it?

David French

So the truth is a lot more muddled. 1
would say that perception would be a
fair assessment if we look at 2024 and
early 2025. However, if we examine
Russian combat performance last year,
it was rather underwhelming,

Their battlefield results have been
lackluster and increasingly they face
economic strain. Now this picture may
seem a bit optimistic for Ukraine, but
it’s far from rosy. A big part of the
is that Ukraine is heavily

Four long years. That’s how long
Ukraine has been fighting for its life
against Russia.

The sheer scale and ferocity of the
conflict is hard for us to comprehend.
Russia has lost a staggering number of
men. The Economist estimates that
total Russian casualties number be-
tween L1 and 1.4 million. Between
230,000 and 430,000 Russians have
died. That's one in 25 Russian men
between the ages of 18 and 49 who've
probably been killed or seriously
wounded since the war began.

Ukrainian losses have been far less
severe in absolute numbers, but worse
as a percentage of the population. The
Center for Strategic and International
Studies estimates that Ukraine has
suffered 600,000 total casualties as of
December, including between 100,000
and 140,000 dead. That’s a one-in-16
ratio of deaths, injuries and missing
cases for men between 18 and 49.

1t’s hard to grasp the scale of the
losses, but it's also hard to grasp the
nature of this war. It's a war unlike any
other, where drones can sometimes
outnumber people on the front lines,
and even the concept of a true front
line is fading away as both armies
adapt to drone warfare.

On the recent fourth anniversary of
the Russian attack, | reached out to one
of the analysts of the war whom I
respect the most — Michael Kofman, a
senior fellow in the Russia and Eurasia
Program at the Carnegie Endowment
for International Peace. Kofman is that
rare combination — a rigorous scholar
and a courageous journalist, an expert
who has spent a serious amount of time
in the field.

The focus of our conversation is
military, not political. There’s a good
reason for that — once the battle is
joined, military results tend to dictate
political realities.

Normally, I'd say that I hope you
enjoy our conversation, but “enjoy” is
the wrong word here. The topic is too
grim. I learned from our talk and I
hope you will too. I gained greater
appreciation for the nature of the war,
the challenges both sides face, and why
Russia isn’t ready to seek peace, but
Ukraine is.

The bottom line, oddly enough, is
both grim and hopeful. The grim part is
clear. Russia is still pursuing maximal
war aims. It is grinding away on the
battlefield, advancing meter by meter
and kilometer by kilometer.

But there is also reason for hope.
There is very little chance of a Russian
breakthrough, Ukrainian resolve re-
mains and Russia might be losing more
men than it can replace. As Kofman
told me, “Time is not on Russia's side."

This conversation has been lightly
edited and condensed.

Let me just start with the biggest pic-
ture question — how do you sum up the
state of the war at the end of its fourth
full year?

This war for the last two years had
largely had a positional and attritional
character. What I mean by that is that
the fighting has been grinding. Both
sides have found ways to adapt in
technology and tactics, but have strug-
gled to escape the prevailing dynamic
on the battlefield.

The Russian military, while advan-
taged in manpower and matériel, has
not been able to achieve significant
gains or to convert those advantages
into operationally relevant break-
throughs. The Ukrainian military has
sought innovative ways to offset the
Russian advantages and has largely
held the Russian military to incremen-
tal gains. Russian forces have been
advancing in a creeping offensive,
seeking to grind their way through the
front over the last two years, Although
each year they've taken more territory,
their casualties have increased over
time and their combat efficiency hasn’t
significantly improved.

And there’s a duality to the war. On
the one hand, every three to four
months, you see a great deal that
changes at the front lines in terms of
technology, tactics, and how the forces
adapt to the fighting. But zooming out
from that, you also see a dynamic that
hasn't changed nearly that much over
the last few years. And ultimately
Ukraine has proven resilient, despite
the challenges they face, while Russia
continues to see a mismatch between
its political aims and its military means
in this war.

To the extent there's a kind of popular
perception of the state of the war right
now, I would say it goes something like
this: that Ukrainian courage is unques-
tioned, but that there’s a feeling that
there’s a clock that is ticking faster for
Ukraine than Russia. That Russia can
do this longer than Ukraine can do this.
How do you see the concept of two
ticking clocks here, one ticking faster for
one side or the other?

dependent on external material sup-
port and the provision of capabilities
and intelligence by Western countries,
And so much depends on the contin-
uation of that assistance, which is not
easy to predict.

However, increasingly, it does look
like time is not on Russia’s side for
specific reasons, The Russian military
is still struggling to achieve even
Moscow's minimal political objectives,

which is the seizure of the remainder
of the Donbas, and that could take
another year or more, potentially, at
the rate they're going.

They were able to substantially
reduce the effectiveness and advan-
tage that drones provided to Ukraine
last year, but they were still not able to
convert that shift in relative advantage

side? Because as we head into 2026, if
2026 unfolds in a fashion similar to
2025, then we can already begin to say
that the answer is no.

What about 2026? What are the factors
that could make this year a tipping
point?

First, if you look at manpower avail-
ability, which is an important indicator
for the way the Russian military’s
fighting, by 2025 they were barely
breaking even looking at their recruit-
ment rates versus their unrecoverable
losses. And this does not bode well for
2026. 1t does not mean that the Rus-
sian military will be running out of
men. It simply begins to question
whether or not they'll be able to sus-
tain the offensive intensity this year
that we saw last year. The Russian
military attempts to maintain an offen-
sive for almost the entirety of the year,

running often from February to De-
cember.

The trade-off that the Russian mili-
tary’s been making is that, on the one
hand they can't generate momentum
and they can't exploit a breach in
Ukraine’s defensive lines the way they
are fighting. On the other hand, their
offensive is very difficult to exhaust

into any signil on because it runs
the battlefield. “ . year-round. Now,
A fair amount of the challenge for Ukram;‘l;ha_s to sustain it, they
them is the way they are fighting, proven o have to maintain
whether it’s assaults with dismounted dl“?"‘e the recruitment rates
infantry, or infiltration through Ukrain- and i
ian lines, is simply not conducive to face, while rates at or above,
achieving breakthroughs. And so Russia contin- ideally, their unre-
absent major mistakes on the Ukrain- ues to see a coverable losses.
ian side, it’s difficult to see how Rus- mismatch And increasingly
sian forces are going to advance much  porveen jts that looks in jeop-
faster than they have in previous political aims ;‘r)% heia:ingt':mo
phases of the war. g P , although we
Of course, wars are unstable sys- and its ’:mlltary don't know how
means.

tems. There are all sorts of gradual
then sudden transitions that happen in
war and it’s hard to extrapolate. We
often are stuck because we're extrapo-
lating from the previous phase of the
war to look into the future, And the
future is in that respect a bit unknown,
But the challenge that Russia has in
particular is that they have the inher-
ently tougher task of having to run
offensive operations. The political
goals and ambitions that Moscow has
for this war are very difficult to
achieve with the military means they
have available. So increasingly the
question is: Is time really on Russia’s

this year will go
for them.

This is the first
issue, The second is that the Russian
economy is increasingly under strain,
If you Iook at the key indicators: eco-
nomic stagnation, a growing deficit,
regional budgetary crises, most impor-
tantly, very low oil prices and increas-
ing pressure on Russian export capaci-
ty forcing them to offer steep dis-
counts. Russia can continue funding
the war, but there are increasingly
questions about what things look like
for Moscow in the latter part of 2026
and certainly if the war goes into 2027.

Let's apply the same analysis on the
Ukrainian side. So what are the
strengths and weaknesses they have
going into 20267

If we look at Ukraine's weaknesses
through a similar lens, Ukraine contin-
ues to struggle with endemic man-
power issues. The AWOL, absent
without leave, problem significantly
saps Ukrainian combat strength and
their ability to replenish their forces.
And Ukrainian effective combat
strength at the front line has slowly
been shrinking. Their manpower prob-
lems are worse and they’ve been com-
pensating for them with more effective

pi of drones and il
in drone units.

1f we look at the other challenges
that Ukraine has, many of them come
down to force Ukraine

ended the year looking a bit better
than they did around the same time in
2024 when the Russian military was
making accelerated advances in the
fall of that year.

The big challenge for Ukraine, of
course, is the potential unpredictability
of Western support, particularly US
support, And the fact that i’s clear
that in terms of financial assistance
and material support, few things for
Ukraine get better in this coming year.
At best they can hope to maintain
assistance at levels similar to 2025,
and that’s likely the best-case scenario.

At this point in the war, although this
is my bias on conventional wars in
general, there are no silver bullets to
be found or game-changers that will
dramatically alter the situation on the

lacks effective operational reserves
and Ukrainian units have to run

around the front firefighting to plug
gaps where Russian forces advance,
which then leaves other parts of the
front line exposed.

And of course, Ukraine ultimately
depends significantly on Western
support.

The good news with that is that
Europeans, at the 11th hour in Decem-
ber, agreed to issue 90 billion euros in
loans, which by the way Hungary's
currently holding up because they
want something regarding the
Druzhba pipeline, but in general that
funding should be sufficient for at least
another one to two years to keep
Ukraine in this war.

1 think the challenge Ukraine has is
that they too are trying to expand their
strike campaign against Russia, but
they are also pressed against time
given growing exhaustion within the
force and the Russian strike campaign,
which has been particularly effective
this year given how cold the winter is.

1t's driving people out of cities, it’s
going to hamper Ukrainian defense
production and you can see a great
deal of tiredness and wear on the force
‘which has been deployed for so long,
often without any significant rotation
for the units.

So the difference is that Ukraine has
ultimately the easier task of defending
its territory. And although the force
may be tired, Ukraine’s situation isn’t
so dire, that is to say the situation at
the front line as best one can tell isn’t
fragile. In some ways in 2025, Ukraine

There are, however, inter-
esting developments afoot that could
have ripple effects,

For example, cutting Russian forces
off of Starlink and forcing them to
adapt to use other systems that are
much, much less effective and more
costly. But in general I think you can
see the debate has long moved on past
what is the next shiny object that can
be provided to Ukraine that’s going to
change the dynamic in this war, and
the answer is there isn't one.

I want you to describe for the readers
— I'm looking for the right word — the
weirdness of the Russian offensive
tactics now. So could you describe how
Russia’s offensive is unfolding?

I need to take a few moments just to
explain how we got into the character
of the fighting in 2025 and that is 2024.
So what happened in 2024 is that the
Russian military had switched primar-
ily to attacking with infantry assault
groups in increasingly smaller, smaller
group numbers, eight men, six men or

s0.

Ukraine had also adapted to the way
the Russian military was trying to
press its way to the front by expanding
drone units and substantially expand-
ing drone production. The Russian
advance began to stall as we got into
the winter heading into 2025.

Russian forces then began to adapt
to the Ukrainian approach in several
ways. First, they deployed their own
elite drone formations called Rubicon
and started to organize a more cohe-
sive approach to how they’re employ-
FRENCH, PAGE 12
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Don't look now, but the green

transition is still happening

David Wallace-Wells

The U.S.

chief justice is

losing patience with Trump

Linda Greenhouse

Chief Justice John Roberts doesn't
waste words.

His majority opinion in the recent
U.S. Supreme Court tariff ruling was,
characteristically, a model of succinct-
ness. In a mere 21 pages (Justice Neil
Gorsuch's concurring opinion, by
contrast, clocked in at 46 pages, and
Justice Brett Kavanaugh's dissent at
63), he explained why, as a matter of
statutory interpretation and the con-
stitutional separation of powers, Pres-
ident Trump lacked the authority he
had claimed, under the International
Emergency Economic Powers Act, to
impose a hodgepodge of tariffs on
countries all over the world.

There was, however, one exception
to the opinion’s conciseness: a meaty
paragraph describing the roller-coast-
er course of Mr. Trump's tariff regime.
Here, with citations to seven separate
executive orders omitted for the sake
of readability, is the chief justice’s
account:

Since imposing each set of tariffs, the
president has issued several increases,
reductions and other modifications.
One month after imposing the 10
percent drug trafficking tariffs on
Chinese goods, he increased the rate
to 20 percent. One month later, he
removed a statutory exemption for
Chinese goods under $800. Less than
a week after imposing the reciprocal
tariffs, the president increased the rate
'on Chinese goods from 34 percent to
84 percent. The very next day, he
increased the rate further still, to 125
percent. This brought the total
effective tariff rate on most Chinese
goods to 145 percent. The president
has also shifted sets of goods into and
out of the reciprocal tariff framework
([e.g..] exempting from reciprocal
tariffs beef, fruits, coffee, tea, spices
and some fertilizers). And he has
issued a variety of other ml,mtmems
([e.g..] extending “the suspension of

heightened reciprocal tariffs” on
Chinese imports).

For all the attention the decision in
this case, Learning Resources v.
Trump, has received, this paragraph
has gone largely unremarked. I under-
stand why; it’s unnecessary to the
opinion’s argument. If, as a matter of
law, the tariffs are invalid, it doesn't
matter whether they were imposed
sensibly or capriciously, The para-
graph is, in a word, gratuitous, some-
thing that can rarely be said about a
passage in a Roberts opinion. So what
is it doing there?

The answer, I think, is that the chief
justice is sending a message not nec-
essarily or not only to Mr. Trump but
also to the waiting world. Something
along the lines of, “People, this is what
we're dealing with.” The point being
not that “some fertilizers" are now
exempt from reciprocal tariffs but that
a reckless president is sowing chaos
in America and around the globe.

We don’t need to know Chief Justice
Roberts’s innermost thoughts about
Mr: Trump — whatever they were
before the president, in reaction to the
tariff decision, described him and his
majority as “fools” and “lap dogs”
swayed “by foreign interests” — to
discern his exasperation.

For the past year, the Trump admin-
istration has trolled the Supreme
Court, sending up one emergency
application after another to demand
temporary relief from adverse lower-
court rulings. The

late December when the justices de-
nied the administration's request for a
stay of a district-court decision barring
its use of the National Guard in Illi-
nois. The order was unsigned, with
Justices Samuel Alito, Gorsuch and
Clarence Thomas dissenting. The
three-page order essentially made new
law by narrowly defining the circum-
stances under which a president could
federalize a state’s National Guard.

This was a very big deal. The presi-
dent promptly acceded to the order,
removing the federalized Guard from
Los Angeles and Portland, Ore., as
well as Chicago. Yet the court’s action,
coming on the day before Christmas
Eve, received far less attention than
the tariff case. In discussions about the
court today, few people even seem to
remember it. It is as if the view of the
court as the administration’s lackey
was so entrenched that evidence to the
contrary was too discordant to be fully
absorbed.

The tariff decision was the first of
the court’s rulings, after full briefing
and oral argument, on the merits of
one of the second Trump administra-
tion’s cases. A deci-
sion on the adminis-

How to read

. tration’s effort to fire
the mm?“' amember of the
paragraph in ,  Federal Reserve’s
John Roberts’  Board of Governors
tariff opinion.  may be next. In that

case, the administra-

tion claims sufficient
cause to dismiss a Fed governor, Lisa
Cook, based on assertions it claims she
made in mortgage agreements. During
oral argument, Chief Justice Roberts
seemed to recoil from the overwrought
tone of Solicitor General D. John
Sauer’s argument, which began with,
“Deceit or gross negligence by a finan-
cial regulator in financial transactions
is cause for removal,” even though
there has been no judicial finding that
Ms. Cook engaged in either.

“You began by talking about deceit,”
Chief Justice Roberts said to Mr.
Sauer. “Does what you said after that
apply in the case of an inadvertent
mistake contradicted by other docu-
ments in the record?” Mr. Sauer's
answer, “We would say yes,” hung
unsatisfactorily in the air as the argu-
ment proceeded for the next two
hours.

oot

In January, a total of seven gas-pow-
ered cars were sold in all of Norway.
This year, Pakistan expects that parts
of the country will get more electricity
from decentralized rooftop solar than
from its entire electricity grid during
parts of the day. In the United States,
where we often tell ourselves we are in
the grips of climate backlash and fossil
fuel retrenchment, Texas has been
setting new solar records through
frigid February, around 90 percent of
all new power capacity installed any-
where in the nation last year was
green, and the share of renewables is
expected to be even higher next year.
The new “breakout star” of the battery
world is the notorious petrostate Saudi
Arabia, the countries with the biggest
growth in solar power are concentrated
in sub-Saharan Africa, and Australia's
breakneck pursuit of clean energy too
cheap to meter is so far along that
electricity prices in some regions have
fallen by a third in a single year. Parts
of the country have announced that
they will be giving away electricity for
free for three hours a day. That isn’t an
accident. It’s a state promise, which
Australians can expect to take to the
bank going forward.

These days, it sometimes seems as if
the whole world is retreating on cli-
mate and green energy, with the fever
of alarm giving way to what’s been
called a new energy realism. Part of
this is simply the return of President
Trump, who still calls global warming a
hoax, who took a wrench to President
Joe Biden's landmark climate bill, who
promised oil and gas executives he
would do their bidding in exchange for
sufficient campaign contributions, who
justified the kidnapping of the Vene-
zuelan president, Nicolas Maduro,
partly by citing the country’s oil re-
serves, and who just announced that
the federal government has entirely
revoked its longstanding commitment
to treating carbon emissions as a
harmful pollutant and global warming
as a serious problem.

The repeal of the endangerment
finding is an outrage: a see-no-evil,

h il ion of indi

to an ever-intensifying crisis. But it
isn't just Trump: Liberal politicians
who used to routinely invoke the exist-
ential stakes of climate change have
moved on, too, now preferring to talk
about energy affordability. And it isn't
just America, either. In Europe, im-
ports of natural gas are expected to
reach record highs this year, and
China, which has become the global
face of green energy over the last half
decade, has been building more coal
plants than at any point since before
the Paris agreement. World leaders
mostly skipped the last big climate
conference, as they did the one before
it. Few countries anywhere in the
world are passing new climate policies
into law anymore. After a period of
growing concern and accelerating
momentum, the project of greening the
world’s energy systems certainly feels
as if it has been thrown into reverse.

But by the most straightforward
measures, that’s simply wrong. There
is more green stuff being installed than
ever, and judged simply as a global
infrastructure project the volume is
pretty staggering. In 2024, 92.5 percent
of all new power capacity installed
around the world was renewable. In
2025, it's believed that global green
installations were even greater. And
even in Trump's United States, which
has been behaving in many ways like a
petrostate, more than 92 percent of
utility-scale electricity capacity
planned for 2026 is green.

The transition is more complicated
than the headline figures suggest, and
even the near future looks uncertain,
especially ahead of China’s big Five-
Year Plan in March. In

It's worth remembering that Chief
Justice Roberts is the head of the
entire judicial branch. It is in that
capacity that his vexation with Mr.
Trump verges on acute concern. The

frequently got what it wanted: a stay
of the ruling while an appeal pro-
ceeded. Powerful dissenting opinions
from the three liberal justices, Ketanji
Brown Jackson, Elena Kagan ane

Sonia Sotomayor, made sure the pub-
lic knew that these orders, while
making no law, had the real-world
effect of enabling the president to
carry out his agenda, including slash-
ing the federal work force and gutting
lifesaving foreign assistance pro-
grams. Chief Justice Roberts was
usually in the majority on lhese un-
signed and generally

has judges who
have ruled against him, including by
calling for a Federal District Court
judge’s impeachment. Mr. Trump has
helped create an atmosphere in which
judges appropriately fear for their
personal safety and that of their fam-
ilies. Many people expected the chief
justice to address this issue directly in
his year-end report in December, but
he did not. In two decades as the na-
tion's top jurist, he has at times spoken
directly in defense of the judiciary, as
in his 2024 report. But these occasions
have been infrequent, as if the only

orders; obviously he thought the stays
were called for. But he probably isn’t
happy with the drip-drip-drip of public
perception — reflected in polls and
social media chatter — that the court
was handing the president a blank

check.
Something different happened in

this notably self-
and buttoned-down man cares to send
are those his opinions deliver.
Noted.

fact, the International Energy Agency
recently revised its short-term renew-
able forecasts a bit downward, partly in
response to changes in U.S. and Chi-
nese policy. But in the big picture,
LE.A’s global outlook is nevertheless
still clear: Between 2025 and 2030,
more than 90 percent of new electricity
capacity anywhere in the world is
expected to be renewable.

the uncomfortable possibility that the
world’s climate system may be more
sensitive to emissions than almost
anyone had bargained for. And mean-
ing that however quickly the green
transition is unfolding, the climate
future still looks treacherous — about
which I promise I will write more soon.

But when I wrote in dismay last fall
that we seemed to be giving up on
climate politics a decade after the Paris
agreement, I heard from leaders and
advocates around the world that I was
being too downbeat, focused too much
on empty rhetoric and hit-or-miss
policy mementum, not focused enough
on taking the concrete measure of
change on the ground.

In the fall, Christiana Figueres, the

former head of the U.Ns climate
change body, told me that climate
politics didn’t matter nearly as much
as "climate economy”— the combina-
tion of cheap solar and battery power,
the price volatility of fossil fuels, do-
mestic energy crises and geopolitics
pushing countries toward energy
autonomy and the relative ease of
installing new renewables are all pow-
ering the global transition even under
conditions of policy uncertainty. Cana-
da's former environment minister
Catherine McKenna and Britain’s
current energy secretary Ed Miliband
made similar points. From nearly
everyone I spoke with, what I heard
— wasthis: While the

+ policy landscape
i'm_ ‘e:l::l might be a bit bumpy
institutions and public argu-

ments less reliably

have all green than they were
abandoned afew years ago,
the climate, neither offers a
but the clean ~ comprehensive
energy measure of the state
economy | is of pllay. kAnd wt:an
still you look past them,

you don't see the end
of climate action but
something that looks
much more like progress, if not a take-
off. You know what? They have a point.
A decade ago, the challenge of global

Fossil power has the of
incumbency, and the challenge of de-
carbonization is bigger and thornier
than just solving electricity, which itself
takes more than simply paving the
world in solar panels. But if the energy
transition is a race to build the future,
green is not just winning but running
away with it. The advantage, globally,
is 10 to one.

That’s not to say victory over warm-
ing is at hand. New power only
changes the existing system on the
margins, and the old system is pretty
dirty. To this point, new green energy

LINDA GREENHOUSE, the recipient of a
1998 Pulitzer Prize, reported on the
Supreme Court for The Times from 1978
to 2008.

has mostly rather than
displaced fossil fuels. Globally, emis-
sions are still climbing, if slowly, and
temperatures are not only rising but
rising at an accelerating rate, raising

decar
enough that to many, it seemed the
only way to surmount it was through
politics. A decade later, we've lost a lot
of political momentum, and the spirit of
solidarity that seemed for a time to
prompt it has evaporated. But in the
most obvious sectors, at least, the
transition is powering ahead anyway.
When [ spoke to Nicholas Stern —
whose 2006 report warning abou! the
risks of
warming helped shape climate politics
for the decades that followed — he
lamented the loss of political attention
but nevertheless expressed what he
called “a heavily guarded optimism.” “I
don't think we'd get Paris if we started
it now;” he acknowledged. “But back
then, none of us anticipated that we'd

be discussing the end of the internal
combustion engine anytime soon,
either. And now it's coming."

So for a moment, allow me to play, if
not climate optimist then transition
optimist, at least. I’s a pretty straight-
forward job, since the numbers some-
what speak for themselves. Globally,
sales of gas-powered cars have de-
clined by more than 20 percent since
their peak, which we already passed a
decade ago. Since then, sales of electric
vehicles have grown almost 30-fold. In
2019, only 3 percent of car sales glob-
ally were electric; in 2025, a quarter
were. In the European Union, full EV.s
and hybrids were more than half of all
sales. In China, the world's largest car
market, it’s more than half. And the

global pattern pops up in some unex-
pected places. In Nepal, for instance,
76 percent of new cars sold in 2024
were E.V.s. In Ethiopia — where the
was so to stop

pened anywhere else before. Many
rich countries of the world are well
past their emissions peak — another
fact about the green transition few
outside of energy and climate circles
appreciate. But those encouraging
downward emissions slopes all depict
periods of deindustrialization. Not
China’s.

As for India, long viewed as China’s
natural carbon successor? Its power
sector emissions are falling for just the
second time in 50 years. And more
than that: India is moving away from
fossil fuels faster than China did, ac-
cording to a new analysis by Ember —
transitioning at an earlier stage of
economic development, that is, having
produced less than a quarter as much

ERAHM RAVINTARATH

carbon, cumulatively, as China has to
this point.

This is especially remarkable given
that for all that talk about its stagger-
ing emissi China actually began

importing so much foreign oil, it took a
heavy-handed policy intervention in
2024, banning the importation of gas-
powered cars — E.V. sales grew from
close to zero to more than half of all
new registrations that year.

By global standards, the United
States is a relative laggard — enough
so that the climate scientist Zeke Haus-
father recently suggested the country
could end up, 30 years from now, look-
ing like Cuba does today, with roads
crowded with gas-guzzling clunkers.
But even here sales of gas-powered
cars between 2016 and 2024 were down
more than 2.5 million per year. Over
the same period, American E.V. sales
are up 10-fold.

You see a similar pattern when
looking at solar power installations
across the developing world, where
decarbonization was long assumed to
require significant subsidy and support
from places like the United States and
Europe. But in Algeria solar installa-
tions recently grew 33-fold in a 12-
month period, with many other coun-
tries across the African continent
tripling or more over the same period
(even though oil imports still exceed
solar panels in most of Africa’s biggest
markets). As the Global Energy Moni-
tor put it in February, “the center of
gravity for new clean power has
shifted decisively toward emerging
and developing economies.”

“We're moving fast, but we're no-
where near moving fast enough,” says
Stern, whose new book describes a
world poised at the crossroads, not yet
taking full advantage of what he calls
the growth opportunity of the century.
“Every time you look at the technology,
it looks better,” he says. But every time
you look at the science, it gets worse.”

In China, by far the world's largest
emitter, emissions have been falling
slowly now for about two years, mark-
ing what is likely to be an emissions
peak. Simply put, this has never hap-

moving away from fossil fuels much
faster than the rich countries of the
West ever did. India’s economic mix is
different, less dependent on manufac-
turing and heavy industry, but at com-
parable levels of G.D.P, Ember found,
India is both generating far more solar
and using far less coal than China,
which did it much faster than Europe
or the United States. At a comparable
level of electrification, India is using
just one-sixth as much coal as China
did. And there are those who believe
that the transition in sub-Saharan
Africa will be even faster — which
could be a great blessing, given that
barely half of the region has access to
electricity today, with some estimates
of the number lacking it floating
around 600 million for 15 years now.

‘Where does this all leave us? Still
far from a global power system domi-
nated by low carbon sources. In the
United States, we are stumbling for-
ward, driving emissions slightly up in
the short term but still heading for
slow declines in the years ahead. Over-
all, we are still so far north of recent
climate targets, there is now a robust
debate among climate advocates about
what new goals or measures to use,
since the old ones are so obviously
irrelevant.

And an awful lot of talk from the
more climate complacent that the
world has moved on to other concerns,
tacitly accepting a future of much
more climate disruption. But if the
political mood has darkened, one last
data point shines out to me like a
beacon: In 2026, the world may well
spend mare on green energy in total
than it devotes to military spending.
And if not this year, it seems safe to
say, it will probably happen soon.

DAVID WALLACE-WELLS, a writer for Opin-
ion and a columnist for The New York
Times Magazine, is the author of “The
Uninhabitable Earth.”
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“Time is not on Russia’s side’

FRENCH, FROM PAGE 10

ing drones and engaged essentially in
a tug of war with Ukrainian drone
units for what both sides call the “kill
zone.”

This is the drone engagement zone
that's somewhere around 20 kilome-
ters from the front line in either direc-
tion. This was a significant contest that
played out last year because the side
that has superiority in the drone en-
gagement zone has the initiative on the
ground, greater freedom of action and
can also inflict higher levels of losses
and attrition on the opposing force.

‘And so even though it may seem last
year as though not much changed,
what really was taking place is that
drone units, in supporting artillery and
other fires, were focused on displacing
and suppressing the drone units of the
other side.

The locus of the contest switched
from frontline infantry to supporting
elements. And then increasingly what
we saw is higher losses among those in
support positions, drone units, logis-
tics, than those actually in frontline
infantry roles, which is unusual for a
conventional war where most casu-
alties stack among the infantry.

Now, the reason the Russian military
began to use infiltration as the princi-
pal maneuver tactic by which they
advanced last year is because Ukrain-
ian forces were largely defending with
drones. Drones were used in combina-
tion with minefields and artillery to
essentially create defensive depth
behind their forward positions.

However, Ukrainian forces did not
have cohesive defensive lines. The
image that is sometimes portrayed
that this is like World War I with
drones is very much incorrect. In
reality, Ukrainian forward positions are
small picket posts of men that are
neither fighting positions or even
observation posts.

They're marking a line with large
gaps in between them. And Russian
forces were essentially trying to walk
past them, then accumulate in depth.

On the front line, often you'll see
maybe nine men per kilometer in
two-three man positions, just to give
you a sense of what the numbers might
be, you could picture, as this is a po-
rous front line.

And since frontline formations often
lack reserves, even if a few men got
into the rear, they would begin to pose
a problem because the forces were not
available to counterattack them.

Now over in 2025, the Russian mili-

tary started to use small groups and
individual troops, guiding them by
drone through Ukrainian lines, then
accumulating them in the rear. And the
challenge was that even if Ukrainian
units were able to intercept, let’s say
hypothetically 70 percent of an attack,
a dispersed attack of this nature, if 30
percent of men got through, they
‘would immediately face another attack
and another attack. Eventually Rus-
sian forces would accumulate in their
rear and start displacing their line.
The other tactic the Russian military
used is lightly motorized attacks,
motorcycles, dune buggies, often
alongside traditional mechanized
assaults and the concept was the
same, to try to get past the initial
contact layer, the engagement zone of
— krainian drones,
and then into the

“As long as
‘l.'Jvhune has Often the Rus-
festern sian mlhlary made
support, they better gains using
still have a fewer men in these
chance of types of assaults
achieving war  than in more tradi-
termination, tional attacks. But
an end to it came at signifi-
this waron cant cost, because
in this way the
amept:bk Russian military
terms. S i
preserved equip-
ment but took much
higher casualties

‘when it comes to manpower. That's
‘why Russian unrecoverable losses
have been climbing, those killed and
seriously injured, because they're
mostly using people in these assaults
and they're using them in a rather
expendable fashion.

What is your understanding of the
posture of the Ukrainian people right
now?

1 think an honest assessment is that
people are very tired. And obviously
everyone wants the war to end, but the
Ukrainian public is not of the mind
that they’re willing to make any con-
cessions or accede to onerous terms
currently being proposed by Moscow
in order to end the war.

And there’s a good reason for that:
The Ukraine battlefield situation ulti-
mately is not dire, they can still sustain
the war, and Russia lacks the ability to
pose a serious threat to the big Ukrain-
ian cities or to take large territories.

As long as Ukraine has Western
support, they still have a chance of
achieving war termination, an end to

VLR HIOKS THE REW YORK TIMES

‘The Russian military is still struggling to achieve even Moscow's minimal political objectives, which s the seizure of the remainder

of the Donbas region in eastern Ukraine, including the city of Kostiantynivka, and that could take another year or more,

this war on acceptable terms.

I don't think that the Ukrainian
public or the political establishment is
in a place where they are willing to
easily concede to Moscow’s demands.
And they are largely negotiating from
a position that is informed by the ob-
jective assessment of the prevailing
military situation.

Russia consistently is making de-
mands on the basis of aspirational
military performance, but not actual
military performance.

If you look at the list of

receiving information that is based
more on the aspirational than the actu-
al?

Russian military leadership consis-
tently briefs successes to the top that
they haven't actually made. That was
quite visible last year. I think the chal-
lenge is more that Putin believes Rus-
sia can outlast the West in this war and
that even though the war has long ago
reached diminishing returns for Mos-
cow and that increasingly it looks like
Russla 's not going to get much more

from offensive

demands which go well beyond just
taking the rest of the Donbas — people
sometimes focus on that, but I think
they miss the other national-level
demands that Moscow has — these are
the demands of a side that sees itself
as a decisive victor in the war, but this
position is unsubstantiated., In fact,
Russian military performance has
been relatively lackluster compared to
what they're asking.

How much do you think that Putin is

operauons this year, he doesn't share
this view.

He believes the two bets he made
last year — first that through sus-
tained pressure eventually parts of the

FROM READERS

Atrisk: Afghan allies

and U.S. credibility

Re “Congress ends visas for Afghan
partners, closing a path to the U.S" (news
article, nytimes.com, Feb. 6): By allow-
ing the Special Immigrant Visa program
for Afghan wartime partners to quietly
lapse, Congress has placed America’s
credibility, and thousands of vetted
Afghan families, in jeopardy.

AtGlobal Refuge, where we have
resettled thousands of Afghan allies, we
see the human toll of this uncertainty
everyday: in every child who lies awake
at night worrying about parents stillin
hiding, in spouses sepnra(ed by conti-

infractured if
they will ever hold their loved ones again.

That they remam stranded overseas,

their ties
tothe Umled Slales. reflects amonumen-
tal failure to uphold the commitments we
made to our allies in America’s longest
war. This inaction also comes amid a
broader dismantling of humanitarian
protections for Afghans, including un-

the termination of Temporary Protected
Status and Afghanistan’s inclusion in
sweeping travel and visa bans.

At the same time, the administration’s
continuing “re-review" of lawfully admit-
ted refugees is poised to throw even
previously vetted Afghans into renewed
uncertainty about lhenr status. Taken
together, the troubling

them again this year. And this is not
unusual. The pathology of decision
making in wars like this is that lead-
ers often fall into sunk cost fallacies.
‘Wars tend to go on well beyond the
point when either side can attain a
decisive advantage. At a certain point
leaders often want to believe that
something will break their way simply
if they persist, even lhuugh there’s no
evidence of that

message about whether our government
intends to keep its word. America’s prom-
ise to those who stood alongside our
service members was never merely
symbolic. For thousands of Afghan fam-
ilies and the countless Americans who
standin solidarity with them, it was a
that must still be h
TIMOTHY YOUNG, BALTIMORE
‘The writer is the director of public relations
for Global Refuge, anational refugee
resettlement nonprofit.

1 think another factor in looking at
Russian decision making is that the
Russian elite and the Russian econ-
omy have structurally adjusted to
sustaining this war. The Russian elite
now profits from it. And there is no
impetus or imperative for Putin to end
the war. | On the contrary, he may face

front line will begin And the
second bet was that Russian diplo-
macy will effectively maneuver the
United States out of the Western coali-
tion supporting Ukraine and try to turn
Washington against Kyiv.

The reality is neither bet came to
fruition, but he’s likely to try to make

and crises to try
to then shift the economy back once
the war is over. And much of the
Russian system has already adapted
to life under the conditions of this

Trade pacts based on whims

Re “Trump mulls a North American trade
pact without Canada” (news article,
nytimes.com, Feb. 19):

Speaking as a Canadian, I'mno longer
certain that a trade pact with the United
Statesis worth the paper that it’s written
on. Iftrade agreements are entirely
subject to presidential whim, then Amer-
ica no longer has much left to negotiate,
because agreements that can be unilater-
ally altered by a single individual are

orthless.

ongoing conflict. And
the domestic incentives are very
much not there.

BRIAN J.LOWRY,
FREDERICTON, NEW BRUNSWICK
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For Mexico, a

GRILLO, FROM PAGE I

unilateral military strikes against
cartel targets on Mexican soil since
returning to office. (U.S. intelligence
was pivotal in locating Mr. Oseguera
before Mexican troops swept in.)

But that achievement was overshad-
owed by the brutal attacks that fol-
lowed, as images of violence and chaos
were broadcast to the globe just
months before Mexico is set to host
World Cup matches this summer. The
violence underscored a central conun-
drum facing the Mexican government:
If you allow cartel kingpins like Mr.
Oseguera to roam free, that breeds
impunity, but taking them down can
unleash more bloodshed as the en-
trenched cartels hit back against sol-
diers and civilians and their lieuten-
ants battle among themselves for the
spoils of their empires.

The term “narco blockade" entered
the vocabulary of Mexicans in the
mid-2000s, part of a grim lexicon that
emerged to describe rising cartel
violence, along with other words like
“narcofosas” (narco graves) and “nar-
copoliticos” (narco politicians).

At the time, various cartels had
begun staging blockades — blocking
traffic and spreading fear — in places
like Monterrey and the state of Mi-
choacén, using them along with burn-

businesses and shooting at security
forces to stop arrests. Over the years,
the attacks got bigger and bloodier. On
May 1, 2015, the Jalisco cartel put up 39
narco blockades in Jalisco state and
shot down a military helicopter,
thwarting an attempt by Mexican
security forces to arrest Mr. Oseguera.
In 2019, the Sinaloa Cartel set up block-
ades that paralyzed the city of Culi-
acan until Mexican troops released
Ovidio Guzmén Lopez, a fentanyl
trafficker and a son of El Chapo.

Narco blockades have always served
a practical purpose for the cartels:
‘They disrupt security operations and
give gangsters a chance 1o escape,
ultimately helping to protect cartels'
business. They also help rally cartel
forces, observers say. Narco blockades
“function as a mechanism of internal
cohesion,” writes Carlos A. Pérez Ri-
cart, a researcher at Mexico's Center
for Economic Research and Teaching.
“They move resources, test loyalties,
reaffirm hierarchies”

Increasingly, they serve another
purpose, too. As cartels have become
more deeply embedded in Mexican
society, blockades have become a way
for them to visibly assert their power.
The political scientist Benjamin Less-
ing calls this strategy “violent lobby-
ing": Gangsters put pressure on the
national government with bloodshed
so that it gives in to their demands —
or, in the case of the most recent at-
tacks, to warn the authorities not to go
after its leaders again.

All of this raises the question: Who

terrifying high-wire act

really runs Mexico? Despite the
Trump administration’s designation of
the Jalisco cartel and other gangs in
Latin America as foreign terrorist
organizations, cartels certainly don’t
control territory the way the Islamic
State did in Syria and Irag; Mexican
security forces still go into cartel
strongholds, and the government still
sends teachers to schools, keeps the
lights on and collects garbage.

But cartels do want a weak and
corrupt state that they can bully — and
for many years, tragically, they have
had this in Mexico. In 2006, the coun-
try’s president, Felipe Calderon,
launched a military crackdown on
cartels, but it turned out that his own
security secretary Genaro Garcia Luna
was working with the Sinaloa Cartel to
take out that gang’s rivals. (Mr. Garcia
Luna was later convicted of cocaine
trafficking in New York.) Later, Presi-
dent Enrique Pefia Nieto tried to
change the narrative and get narcos off
the front page, but then, in 2014, cartel
thugs working with corrupt police
officers disappeared 43 students, draw-
ing global attention and condemnation.
Ms. Sheinbaum’s predecessor and
mentor Andrés Manuel Lopez Obrador
was accused of being too soft on car-
tels; he said during his ign that

CESAR ROUDRXCUEZ FOR THE NEW YURK TREES

Ms. Sheinbaum came into office
saying she did not want a war with
cartels, but pressure from Mr. Trump
has apparently forced her administra-
tion to act. Her government has trans-
ferred people thought to be bosses to
the United States outside the usual
extradition process, arguing that they
pose a national security threat. The
extraordinary takedown of Mr. Os-
eguera was her boldest move yet, one
that she undertook despite his cartel's
record of violent retaliation.

It could be the start of a wider shift
among Mexican authorities to stand up
to the bullies who have ravaged Mex-
ico for too long and to clear the way for
broader policies to reduce impunity
and violence. True change would re-
quire the United States to act, too. Not
by conducting illegal military strikes
on Mexican soil, as Mr. Trump has
threatened, but by working to reduce
American demand for drugs by trans-
forming its rehabilitation system and
by stopping the flow of guns south of
the border.

Standing up to cartels in the face of
their violent lobbying is a first step. A
nation cannot cede its future to the
threats of crime Kings like Mr. Os-
eguera forever.

the government should have a policy of
“hugs, not bullets." He presided over
the most murderous period in Mexico
in decades.

10AN GRILLO has covered gang violence
and organized crime in Mexico and
elsewhere in Latin America for two
decades.
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Trump’s Iran gamble

HE UNITED STATES and Israel

began a broad and sustained

bombing campaign against the

Islamic Republic of Iran on
Saturday morning. No one knows how
this will end, which means the onus is
on President Donald Trump to better
convey his plans to the nation.

On Jan. 2, Trump said the United
States was “locked and loaded” to come
to the “rescue” if the Iranian regime
reacted to widespread protests lethally.
The seclmty services responded by

perhaps tens of
of their own citizens. American and
Iranian representatives negotiated for
weeks while the U.S. amassed firepower
in the Middle East.

On Saturday morning, Trump called
Operation Epic Fury a “war” and said
the goal was toppling the regime that
has controlled Iran since 1979 to usher
in “freedom for the people.” The presi-
dent said later in the day that Ali
Khamenei, the country’s supreme lead-
er since 1989, was killed at his com-
pound in Tehran and that the strikes
will continue “as long as necessary to
achieve our objective.”

It’s jarring to hear a clear call for
democracy in Iran from an American
presldent who cnmpalgned on prevent-
ing open-ended conflicts in the Middle
East. Success will likely require more
than a bombing campaign.

For a generation, Iran has been the
world’s biggest state sponsor of terror-
ism, backing Hamas, Hezbollah, the
Houthis and other proxies as they
wreaked havoc and killed Americans.
The Islamic Republic looks more vul-
nerable than ever to toppling.

IT°S TOO EARLY TO CALL
THE RISKIEST FOREIGN
POLICY DECISION OF THIS
TERM A FAILURE OR
SUCCESS.

And the U.S. is not going it alone: In
addition to Israel’s backing, Saudi Ara-
bia condemned Iranian retaliation.
Even Canada expressed support, de-
spite Prime Minister Mark Carney’s
recent feud with Trump. Calls for more
negotiations from European countries
only underscored their irrelevance.

Iran cannot be allowed to develop a
nuclear weapon. 'n'ump insisted that

of forces in the Middle East since the
Iraq War, it's not clear the U.S. has
sufficient stocks of missiles and defen-
sive interceptors to sustain a prolonged
air campaign.

It’s essential to think through the
endgame when deciding to kill the
leaders of another country. Trump
urged civilians to “take over” the gov-
ernment after the airstrikes finish. “It
will be yours to take,” he said. “This will
be probably your only chance for gener-
ations” If only it was that easy.

It’s possible a military junta gains
control and intensifies repression. It’s
also possible that a country of 93
million, more than twice the geograph-
ic size of Texas, splinters along ethnic
lines. That could mean civil war and

last summer’s bunk ter bombs
totally Iran’s

y that leads to the intervention
of armies.

program, but now he says it needs to be
“totally, again, obliterated.” It's always
been clear he was exaggerating the
success of Operation Midnight Ham-
mer, and Iran has remained unwilling
to give up its goal of proliferation. The
danger of lobbing some bombs without
seeing this through is that Iran’s leaders
could become more determined than
ever to get a bomb to deter future
strikes.

The more immediate fear should be
what happens to U.S. troops through-
out the region. Iran promised “crush-
ing” retaliation as it fired missiles at
Israel and at least seven Arab states,
striking a U.S. Navy headquarters in
Bahrain. Trump acknowledged in an-
nouncing the commencement of opera-
tions that American forces “may have
casualties.” Despite the biggest buildup

It’s hard to see how “freedom for the
people” can be accomplished in any
meaningful sense without some U.S.
boots on the ground, at least for a time.
Yet Trump appears to lack any appetite
for doing so. That might give pause to
civilians trying to decide whether to
risk their lives by rising up.

‘Whether Trump has made the right
call will hinge on factors now beyond
his control. No president has ever
intended to get drawn into a quagmire.

The Constitution gives Congress the
power to declare war. Short of that, the
War Powers Act ensures the legislative
branch will get a say on this war of
choice. It’s essential that the people’s
elected representatives get to vote on
whether these strikes are justified. A
comprehensive case has yet to be made,
and better late than never.

A win for 11.9 million workers

HE LABOR DEPARTMENT pub-

lished a rule Friday that would

undo egregious attempts during

the last administration to classi-
fy more workers as employees rather
than independent contractors.

At the behest of union bosses seeking
to expand their rolls of dues-paying
members, President Joe Biden restricted
who could be an independent contrac-
tor, even though he lacked the votes in
the Democratic-controlled Congress to
change the law.

‘The Trump administration announced
last year that it would no longer enforce
that rule while it drafted a replacement.
The new version largely restores the sta-
tus quo ante for independent contractors
while giving employers greater certainty
when classifying workers.

This battle centers on the definition of
“employee,” which believe it or not is
unclear in labor law. It has been defined
by decades of court decisions and has
resulted in the United States having a
large class of workers who are not tradi-
tional employees.

Independent contractors lack some
protections that U.S. labor law requires
be granted to employees, and manydon’t
have access to employer-sponsored ben-
efits. They also don’t have the right to
unionize, which is why: orga.mzedlnbnns

of

MIKE BLAKE/REUTERS
A construction worker in California.

work wherever they want, set their own
hours and choose which projects they
want to work on. Being their own boss
gives millions of people the freedom to
care for their family.

Advocates for classifying more self-

workers

erally speaking on behalf of people who
don’t want their help. Of the estimated
11.9 million Americans for whom inde-
pendent contract work is their sole or
main job, 80 percent prefer it to tradi-

the strongest

tional to a 2023

But there are big trade-offs. Indepen-
dent contractors get the flexibility to

survey from the Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics.

"‘Glg economy” workers, such as Uber

or DoorDash drivers, dominate in the
public imagination of what an indepen-
dent contractor 1ooks like. But that’s the
minority. The i or

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Marching orders for Gen Z

Theodore R. Johnson’s Jan. 29 op-ed, “A
student asked how to improve govern-
ment. My reply was disappointing.,” was
inspired by an email from a high school
student from Dallas. Post Opinions asked
readers: “What advice would you give
young people about improving govern-
ment?” Here are some of the responses.

My answer comes from experience:
The health of any institution, whether a
school, workplace or nation, depends on
impartiality. When decision-making
bends to convenience, hierarchy or pres-
sure, trust collapses. Good government
begins with the courage to insist on
fairness even when it is uncomfortable.

Gen Z already understands this. We are
not afraid to question authority, to chal-
lenge systems that fail us or to demand
transparency from those in power. That
instinct is not disruptive; it’s democratic.
The future will be shaped by people who
refuse to accept “that’s just how things
are” and instead ask, “Why should it be
this way?”

Improving government doesn’t require
status, wealth or connections. It requires
speaking up, participating locally, scruti-
nizing decisions and refusing to let com-
plexity intimidate us into silence.

Muhibo Abdalla, Leicester, England

You can improve government by hav-
ing an open mind. We have one mouth
and two ears for a reason. Present your
case in a diplomatic fashion, devoid of
emotion. Listen to what the other person
says, leaving emotion out of your intake
and without interrupting. You may not
agree with each other, but you both heara
new perspective. Make every attempt to
reach a middle ground or walk away. You
most likely will not change the other
person’s mind, but arguing will get you
nowhere.

Norman St. Amour,
Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania

Start on the local level and focus on
one topic that you feel is important or
simply right. This will form a basis for
learning how the government works. If
observation and participation lead to
hroader d:scussmns and organizing,
government from the

in which independent contracting is
most common include real estate, con-
struction, arts, design and personal care.
1f someone does not want to be an inde-
pendent contractor, there's nothing
stopping them from seeking full-time
employment.

Bills such as the PRO Act, which
would restrict the right to hire indepen-
dent contractors, have repeatedly failed
to pass. But liberal state governments
have enacted various restrictions of their
own on worker rights. The strictest
passed in California in 2019.

After it went into effect, advocates
achieved their goal of fewer people work-
ing as independent contractors. But
there was no corresponding increase in
traditional employment. It just led to
fewer people working overall.

The new rule from the Trump admin-
istration reflects an understanding of
the degree to which labor market flexi-
bility is a key ingredient in America’s
secret sauce. It's simply easier for Ameri-
can workers to find the best job to match
their skills than it is for Europeans to do
the same. That’s largely because bureau-
crats have less say in the matter.

Congress would do the economy a
favor by codifying the new rule into law
so that the next president cannot repeat
Biden’s mistake.

The FDA shifts the ()'oalpo‘
rare disease drugs

on

ARTY MAKARY appeared

for Thursday an interview

on CNBC to tout efforts un-

der his leadership at the
Food and Drug Administration to
speed up approvals for treatments of
rare diseases. Instead, he wound up
tanking the stock of a biotech company
struggling to advance a leading-edge
gene therapy drug through the agen-
cy’s bureaucracy.

The episode is a perfect illustration
of what’s wrong with the FDA. The
agency’s leaders might say the right
things about liberating drug develop-
ment from red tape. Yet their actions
are making xt much harder for innova-
tive to take of

months stymied multiple gene therapy
drugs. That included UniQure’s experi-
mental therapy for Huntington’s dis-
ease, the first-ever treatment for the
debilitating genetic illness.

That drug generated enormous ex-
citement last September when a small
trial found it slowed the progression of

the company’s market value immedi-
ately dropped more than 30 percent.
It’s highly unusual for an FDA
commissioner to discuss drugs with
pending applications in the media. It
also demonstrates how the agency is
raising the bar for firms seeking accel-
erated approval. These are typically
drugs for rare diseases that are ex-
tremely difficult to study, both logisti-
cally (since there are few patients to
participate) and ethically (since it
would be wrong to withhold potential-
ly lifesaving medication from people).
Yet Prasad a.nd Makary are insisting
drugs

Huntington’s by 75 percent,
to historical data on the disease. The
agency had agreed to that study design
in late 2024 as part of its accelerated
approval pathway. But it backtracked
in November, claiming that the histori-
cal data was not adequate as a control
group, leaving the application in limbo.

Makary, in the CNBC interview,

brilliant new biotechnology — even as
China invests heavily to surpass Amer-
ica in the field.

was responding to criticism
that the FDA’ biologics unit, led by the
persnickety Vinay Prasad, has in recent

d ded the decision. Though he
didn’t refer to UniQure by name, he
described its study in detail, conclud-
ing, “At the end of the

that these demon-
strate their clinical benefit even when
that’s not what the FDA agreed to at
the outset of these studies. The same
thing happened to a gene therapy for a
rare disease known as Hunter syn-
drome, which the agency rejected in
early February. Ditto for a rare blood
cancer treatment, rejected in January.

Makary dismissed concerns that
shifting goalposts will undermine in-
novation, claiming that some in the

period, it found no benefit, and yet,
this is one of the dmgs that we were
to approve.”

media have a “fatwa” on
Prasad. But that will do little to assure
biotech that new

mslde is a possibility. As a young person,
1 attended every city council meeting
over four years, talked to countless
people and learned how the Virginia
Beach government worked and how it
interacted with other cities. Through
these connections, I volunteered with the
city and with groups working on the
issues that drove me. All the while, I built
up a network that, though it did not lead
to me being elected to an office, did help
others be elected and improve the trajec-
tory of my city.

The public is hungry for leadership.
Folks are busy living their lives but do
appreciate and gravitate toward those
who step forward and develop the skills
to represent them and the common good.

Georgette Constant, Norfolk

1 would advise young people to spend
less time in places like I am (here, writing
online versus talking to others in person).

Government’s problems cannot be
solved with X posts or put-downs or
cancellations. Good government involves
ideas from many groups getting masticat-
ed and digested — a messy process. By
contrast, social media has almost ended
true public discourse by replacing it with
outrage. The majority of us, who for the
most part are in the middle, cannot
outcompete the platformed yelling that
seems to win both local and national
elections and hence crystallizes polariza-
tion in institutional form. We need less
usage of “efficient” computerized systems
that supersede face-to-face contact.

Carl

Narragansett, Rhode Island

Register to vote today. Bookmark your
local government website for election
dates. Check the League of Women Vot-
ers’ website for candidate questionnaires
and information on ballot measures.

Vote in the primaries: That’s where the
real election is in most places. This means
voting in the primary for whichever party
is favored where you live — even if it’s not
“your” party. Down the road, don’t be
afraid of ranked-choice voting or other
potential electoral reforms; be afraid of
political parties that claim to be your only
choice.

If something in your neighborhood or
larger community concerns you, reach
out to local officials — a librarian, the city
transportation office, whoever might be
able to answer a question or field a
request. Their job is to help your commu-
nity (not always you, personally, though).

Volunteer somewhere: library, pet
shelter, school, a cleanup group, scouting
group, church food pantry or whatever

for rare diseases are good investments.

is named on a slgn for
adopting a road. If no one’s name is there,

maybe put your family, church, business
or other group’s name there and clean it
up once a month.

Anytime someone claims something
outrageous or incendiary against another
group or idea, do your own research: How
often does this come up? How does it
affect you and your community? What
choices do people have? Who benefits
monetarily from the status quo or from
changing it? And, crucially: What else
might be more important in your life
choices and your community than this
issue?

Jon Johnson, McKinney. Texas

The single most important thing
young people can do is what we all can do,
this year and every year: vote. Ideally,
they would be digging deeper into each
candidate and taking the time to become
engaged and educated. But as that may
sound overwhelming, they could instead
simply pay attention to those around
them whom they respect and trust. Many
of us are unhappy, yet many of us failed to
vote. Republicans are working diligently
to try to restrict voting rights. There’s a
very good reason for that.

Elizabeth Sinclair Cady, Bowie

Retire, for everyone’s sake

According to the Feb. 15 editorial
“Dr. Oz has a point about retirement,” it
would be fine for Americans to postpone
retirement. The editorial stated, “Today,
63 percent are in management, profes-
sional, sales or office occupations. These
are largely not physically taxing jobs, and
healthy people can continue to do them
into their late 60s with little issue.”

The Mayo Clinic appears to disagree.
Callie M. Davies, a sports medicine physi-
cian there, cautions, “Sitting for most of
the workday, an average of eight hours,
raises your mortality risk, meaning you
‘have a higher chance of dying earlier than
expected.” And, the clinic reports, “Stud-
ies that combine many research results
show that prolonged sitting — more than
eight hours a day — is linked to more than
double the risk of developing type 2 dia-
betes.” I retired a decade ago at age 58 and
am infinitely more physically fit now that
1 spend up to three hours a day running,

, doing resistance exercise and
taking yoga classes.

Did the Editorial Board consider the
retired workers who provide much-
needed day care services at no cost for
grandchildren? Did it consider the vol-
unteer hours that retired workers donate
to their communities?

Sandy Eisen, Olney

Did Dr. Oz miss the Feb. 5 report by
the Bureau of Labor Statistics that the
number of job openings in the U.S. was
down by 966,000 over the year? Encour-
aging people to continue working past
retirement age if they do not need the
money is a slap in the face to the younger
‘workers who need us old guys to clear
out so they can advance — and a slap in
the face to us retirees who remain quite
functional, thank you very much. I
retired at 60 to free up my job slot, but I
kept working until I was 75 as a contrac-
tor when I had expertise for specific
projects, could mentor newer hires and
serve as a bit of institutional memory. I
recommend it.

Barbara Meierhoefer, Arlington

Do you hear the people sing?

The Feb. 11 Style article “When the
audience tries to steal the show on
Broadway,” about a viral incident in
which a man confronted a group of fellow
andience members during intermission
at “Mamma Mia!” asked, “Is it okay to
sing along at a Broadway show?”

The answer is easy and unequivocal.
No. The performers on stage do not want
to hear you sing, and the people sitting
next to you do not want to hear you sing.
It’s a dreadful distraction that can de-
stroy someone else’s enjoyment and expe-
rience. Save your enthusiasm for the
privacy of your home or car.

Melissa Pollak, Arlington

The problem isn’t confined to singing.
Over 50 years ago, I attended Bob
Newhart’s show in Las Vegas. Before
beginning one of his classic routines, he
said to the audience, “I've changed some
of the lines in this because I get confused
watching everyone's lips moving along
with me”

Donald A. Tracy, Bethesda

Following Neal Katyal's Feb. 25 op-ed, “Tariffs
were iflegal. Now Trump wants to delay
refunds,,” Post Opinions wants to know: If
you run a business, what opportunities did
your company lose because capital was
redirected to tariffs? Send us your response,
and it might be published as a letter to the
editor. wapo.st/tariff_costs

; s SRR e
The
@he Washinaton Post | e e —— - -
ki ke il el —— e e
pone e S R e washngon ot
KIMI YOSHIND. e Managing Editor (2023346000



SUNDAY, MARCH 1, 2026 + THE WASHINGTON POST

A17

OPINION

DAVID IGNATIUS

Will Trump’s Iran strikes end the regime —
or put more time on the clock?

After an Iranian strike in Manama, Bahrain, on Saturday.

or more than 45 years, U.S. presi-
dents have wanted to destroy the
radical, anti-American regime in
Tehran. They always

hours, and by Saturday night fires were
raging from Iranian counterattacks on
Bahmn,DubaLAbuDhabxmdlsraaLImn

that the risks of war were too great — until
President Donald Trump’s all-out attack
with Israel early Saturday.

Trump said Saturday that the massive
airstrikes had killed Supreme Leader Ali
Khamenei. Few outside Iran will mourn
the demise of a man who spent his career
shouting: “Death to America!” and “Death
to Israel!” And by this limited definition,
Trump’s decapitation strategy may have
worked. But killing Khamenei, who was
aging and infirm, isn’t the same thing as
regime change. If there’s a plan for what's
next, I haven't heard any U.S. or Israeli
official explain it.

‘Wars always are easier to start than to
finish, especially when you've set a politi-
cal goal of regime change, rather than a
clearly defined military objective. Presi-
dent Viadimir Putin thought he would
take Kyiv in a week. Israel thought it
would throttle Hamas in a few months.
But wars to erase a regime don’t work
like that.

Once a president launches a war, he
feels obligated to finish it successfully. “If
you'rein it, win it,” the generals like to say.
That’s especially true in this case, where
the reglmels odious and 'n'ump hasurged

torisk their
it. It may be a war of choice for the Umted
States, but that doesn’t mean there’s an
easy exit ramp ahead.

Trump’s preference had seemed, until
Saturday, what might be called the “Viking
way of war,” in and out quickly, using speed
and surprise to bring a rapid capitulation.
But this war escalated in the first few

the Strait of He , chok-
ing oil supplies. Somebody should have
posted a sign at the White House above a
map of Iran: “This isn’t Venezuela.”

A Bahraini security adviser told me
Saturday afternoon that 14 Iranian drones
’had struck the port facility that’s home to
the US. Fifth Fleet. In videos from the
scene, you can hear the eerie mosquito
buzz of a Shahed UAV and then see the
burst of flame as it hit its target. That kind
of attack usually strikes the other side in
wars that America fights. The security
adviser said that Bahrainis were puzzled
‘why U.S. forces seemed powerless to stop
thedrones.

Make no mistake: Trump has an-
nounced maximalist goals for this opera-
tion. His statement released early Satur-
day morning was Trumpian rhetoric on
steroids: “To the members of the Islamic
Revolutionary Guard, the armed forces
and all of the police, I say tonight that you
must lay down your weapons and have
complete immunity. Or in the alternative,
face certain death. So,lay down your arms.”

‘Trump called on the Iranian people to
rise, once again, against a regime that, by

havoc from one end of the Middle East to
the other. One day in April 1983, I missed
getting hit by an Iranian car bomb at the
American Embassy in Beirut by about 35
minutes. The sooner this regime is gone,
the better.

But over the years, I've learned not to
misjudge the regime's staying power.
‘When 1 visited Iran in 2008, I was struck
by the fact that police required people in
automobiles to wear seat belts. On the
road from Tehran to Qom, they had radar
guns to catch speeders. This regime
sprmds chms butit’s careful, too.

European allies of the
US. late Samrday, T heard an intense
desire fora quick negotiated settlement to
the war. Most of our allies had thought the
attack was a bad idea. Britain denied use
of a critical refueling facility at the Diego
Garcia base in the Indian Ocean. The
United Arab Emirates and Saudi Arabia
were worried and wary. Only Israel
seemed a passionate advocate. Now that
it’s happened, these allies will hope
Trump quickly gets a settlement he can
call a win. They won’t want to stay on the
firing line.

‘What worries me most is that the con-
flict may put more time on the clock of an
Iranian regime that was about to expire.

Trump’s estimate, more than

Theagi leader was

30,000 protesters in January. “For many
years, you have asked for America’s help.
But you never got . Now you have a
president who is giving you what you
want. So let’s see how you respond. Ameri-
ca is backing you with overwhelming
strength and devastating force. ... This is
the moment for action. Do not let it pass.”

Like Trump and so many Americans, I
loathe the Iranian regime. It has spread

Iranians had been jockeying for position
in the succession process. The one thing
that could rehabilitate the hardline cleri-
cal team he represents is his martyrdom.

REUTERS

that strikes on the headquarters of Iran’s
intelligence service had killed at least four
senior commanders. "Everythmg is fall-
ing apart there — we're seeing it, and
feeling it,” the official said.

It's good news for Iranians if the re-
gime’s apparatus of repression is crum-
bhng ButjustasR:

What Trump
the wheedler

aboul Russia

onald Trump continues trying to

wheedle Vladimir Putin to end

his war to extinguish Ukraine’s

nationhood short of that out-
come. Trump’s persistence calls to mind
the man Gulliver encountered during his
travels: He had spent “eight years upon a
project for extracting sunbeams out of
cucumbers.”

The president misunderstands two
things. First, the more blood and trea-
sure Putin expends in Ukraine, the more
he wants to win in order to redeem his
blunder. This war was supposed to prove
Russia’s might, and that Ukraine is an
ersatz nation. Instead, it has revealed
the yawning gap between Russia’s pre-
tensions and its capabilities, and has
created an incandescent Ukrainian na-
tionalism.

Second, the way for the West to econo-
mize violence and military expenditures
in the long run is not to prepare for
future conflicts with a Russia embold-
ened by success, but to deepen its dimin-
ishmentby enabling Ukraine to continue
bleeding Russia’s army and economy.

Trump, having cast his trained eyes on
video of a Moscow military parade, re-
portedly (according to the Financial
Times) told aides that the Russian army
looked “invincible.” Well.

Ian Bremmer, president and founder
of Eurasia Group, a political risk con-
sulting firm, writes that in each of the
past two months, Russia has suffered
30,000 to 35,000 casualties. In the past
two years, Russia has taken 1 percent of
Ukrainian territory at a cost of “157 dead
per square kilometer” The four-year
Russian death toll is probably at least
nine times higher than the 36,000
Americans killed in three years in the
Korean War.

s that in less than

ing in warfare, a powerful
driver in Iran. I recall a reporting visit to
the CIA’ Iran Operation Center nearly 20
years ago, when the United States had
embraced an earlier vision of regime
change. On the wall was a poster of the
‘beloved martyr Imam Hussein — a touch-
stone for IRGC members and a reminder
to CIA officers of the passionate commit-
ment of their adversary.

Mark Fowler, a retired CIA officer who
worked on Iran for years, messaged me
Saturday: “].f the United States has
learned its past mistakes, it
should use these hard-earned lessons by
crafting a smart, bold post-war strategy
‘worthy of the Iranian people’s sacrifice,
one that supports their pursuit of lasting

change.”

It would be nice to imagine, with
‘Trump, that this will be a short war. But
now that the United States has

four (June 22 194-1 to May 8,1945),
Russia advanced 1,600 kilometers from
Moscow to Berlin. In more than four
vears, Russian forces in Donetsk, the
war’s principal cauldron, “have ad-
vanced just 60km — the distance from
‘Washington to Baltimore.” By the end of
2025, Russia waslosing more men than it
could recruit, relying on money, not
patriotism. Signing bonuses — some
equal to the lifetime wages of some
Russian workers — equal 90 percent of
Russia’s budget deficit. Prison terms and
personal debts are canceled for recruits.
Replacing battlefield casualties required
up to 90 percent of 2025 recruits as
replacements.

Kenya’s intelligence agency says more
than 1,000 Kenya.ns, most of them
tricked into signing military contracts to
fight in Ukraine, have been needed to

the inci Russian

in earnest on a campaign of regime
change, we should understand that it’s
likely to be a protracted conflict, with
many dangerous moments ahead.

In a conflict like this, with such big

army. Britain’s defense secretary says
recruits from India, Pakistan, Nepal,
Cuba, Nigeria and Senegal have been
“recruited under false pretenses and
press- ganged under pressure without

realizing that they're des-

U.S. Central Command tried t¢ ph
size that the United States was focused on
military targets. Centcom said its rockets
and missiles were seeking to “dismantle
the Iranian regime's security apparatus.”
‘A Western security official told The Post

special to explain what he’s
doing to the American people — and
ensure that the United States can stay the
course. This is the opposite of “one and
done.” It may be a worthy fight, but it's
likely to be an arduous one.

KATHLEEN PARKER

A 1977 double murder is a warning for the Nick Reiner trial

hortly after Nick Reiner pleaded
not guilty Monday to charges that
hemurdered his parents, filmmak-
er Rob Reiner and photographer
Michele Singer Reiner, Los Angeles
County District Attorney Nat.han Hoch-

1985 and 1986. The third, who testified
against the others, was sentenced to life
and died in prison.

Carlotta’s parents and their son have
died, leaving only Sherrerd Hartness,
‘who was 19 when her sister was killed, to

man said he was still the
death penalty.

“We will be looking at all aggravating
and mitigating circumstances,” he said,
“and we have invited defense counsel to
present to us both in writing and orally in

that they would

a an
like to make.”

Nick Reiner’s two siblings have said
they do not want their brother put to

and tell what toher
family during that time.

“My family disintegrated after Carlot-
ta’s murder,” she told me. She has been
coping through the decades ever since,
with the anguish and physical toll of both
her little sister’s murder and her family’s
cloistered silence. Hartness’s father or-
dered the family never to mention Carlot-
ta’s name.

death, if he’s i P in
such cases of course work for the govern-
ment, not for victims’ families, for whom
the perpetrator’s death sentence can be
yet another trauma on top of the loss of a
loved one.

Consider a decades-old murder case
from Columbia, South Carolina, that has
recently resurfaced thanks to a victim’s
sister who, after years of silent suffering,
hash ‘ti-death. e

y
On Oct. 29, 1977, 14-year-old Carlotta
Hartness and 17-year-old Tommy Taylor
were in the wrong place at the wrong
time — parked in a car when three males
were on a drug-and-alcohol-fueled mis-
sion to “find a girl to rape,” as one of the
suspects testified in court. Spotting the
teenagers, they drove up and shot Tom-
i and

That and decad. isolated
suffering led Hartness, now 68, to a
surprising conclusion and advice for
prosecutors: Don’t make it worse for the
alleged perpetrator’s family by seeking
the death penalty. It almost always leads
to appeals and forces the victim’s family
— who are called murder co-victims — to
eendure the agony of the killing again.

The death penalty “is the last thing that
victim family members need,” she wrote
in an article for the State newspaper in
Columbia. “The months prior to the exe-
cutions of my sister’s murderers were
filled with relentless news coverage.”

Hartness sald she still suﬁfers extreme
physical pail
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Los Angeles County District Attorney
Nathan Hochman after Nick Reiner’s
arraignment on Monday.

For them, she thinks, it may be worse
than for some victims’ families. Not only
do families of death row inmates have to
count down the minutes and seconds
until their son, brother, uncle or father is
executed but they have to walk into
school the next day, or church, or work.
This realization led Hartness to oppose
the death penalty. “I cannot be a part of

related to Cnrlotta.s mu.rder This condi-
tion is not uncommon among victims of
trauma. Each

my dead. Carlotta was
taken to a nearby dirt road, where the
trio repeatedly raped and tortured the
teen before killing her. One of them
returned later to mutilate her body. Two
were sentenced to death and executed in

time one of Carlomu killers was execut-
ed, aches and muscle cramps gripped
Hartness’s body, a physical terror con-
nected not only to the deaths but to the
suffering of the perpetrators’ families.

that brings suffering to fami-
lies like my family suffered,” she said.
Har ded some

people, she told me, but she doesn't care
anymore. “Let them be offended.” While
many friends celebrated the executions,
she said, “no one was celebrating in my
house. We had to relive every detail of my
sister’s rape, torture and murder.”

tined for the Russian meat machine on
the front line of Ukraine.”
At the opening in Pyongyang of what
Tled “lux >

— think about that — North Korean
dictator Kim Jong Un said the grieving
families of North Koreans killed fighting
for Russia in Ukraine (an estimated one-
third of 12,000 sent in 2024) would be
given priority access to the apartments.
If you believe that ...

Presumably, Trump will tell Ameri-
cans, when he thinks they deserve to
know, his war or other plans for improv-
ing lran Meanwhile, he is supporting the

Hartness said lled to check on
her for weeks before or after the execu-
tions. (One neighbor brought a loaf of
bread.) Loneliness and lack of support
‘were constants in her life, giving hertime
to think and contemplate vexing ques-
tions — how cycles of crime pass through
generations, how childhoods of neglect
and abuse create people filled with rage
and bereft of coping mechanisms. She
yearned to help, to stop the cycles, to
interrupt the rage, but how?

Then, in 2015, she read a story about
gun violence with an accompanying
graphic showing murder victims as stick

that triggered something deep
inside her. “Murder victims are not stick
figures,” she explained, tearing up. “I
understand why they were used, but that
day ‘was when things really changed for

Aﬁer decades of silence, she found her
voice and began talking — on college
‘campuses, on panels and even to garden
clubs. The more she talked, the less her
body ached. Though sometimes lonely,
Hartness is far from alone. The Justice
Department’s Office for Victims of Crime
reported in 2018 that 1 in 10 Americans
will lose a loved one to homicide in their
lifetime, co-victims whose suffering
doesn’t end when a murderer’s heart
stops.

Killing, whether by a renegade trio of
rapists or by the government, isn’t the
answer, it seems. Not even, Hartness
would argue, for an alleged murderer
such as Nick Reiner. A life sentence spent
suffering for his slain parents surely
would be a punishment worse than
death.

campaign of Europe’s most
pro-Putin and aggressively anti-Ukraine
leader. In mid-February, Secretary of
State Marco Rubio was dispatched to
Hungary to intervene in that nation’s
election, on behalf of its authoritarian
premier, Viktor Orban. His party at that
moment was, according to trusted polls,
behind by 10 points. This was so despite
Orban’s wielding government-controlled
media. Rubio told Orban that Trump “is
deeply committed to your success” in the
April 12 election.

Orban’s government has reported a
spate of bomb threats (but no bombs)
against Hungarian schools and other in-
stitutions. The government says the
threats are written in Ukrainian, so
Ukraine is to blame. If you believe that ...

Rubio’s grovel was perhaps supposed
tobribe Orban to stop blocking European
Union financial assistance to Ukraine.
The blocking has, however, continued.

A constant of modern Russian history
is the systemic stupidity and toadyism
that tyranny breeds. In the 1930s, some
of Joseph Stalin’s censors, who were
more zealous than educated, reportedly
(writes Stalin’s biographer Stephen Kot-
kin) forbade radio broadcasts of music
by Franz Schubert, who died in 1828, for
fear he might be a supporter of Stalin’s
nemesis, Leon Trotsky, who was born in
1879.

Do not expect those who have risen
profitably into Putin’s orbit to steer their
obsessed benefactor toward what
Trump’s National Security Strategy, pub-
lished in December, calls “an expeditious
cessation of hostilities in Ukraine.” One
wonders: Expediting what, exactly?




