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Other than outrage
Restrictions on women cannot be the
answer to unsafe public spaces
T here is a sickening sense of déja vu in last

month’s headlines of sexual assaults

against women and children. In the na-
tional capital alone, the gang-rape of a 17-year-old
girl in Astha Kunj Park by three men posing as
police personnel, the gang-rape and murder of a
16-year-old in Swaroop Nagar, and the gang-rape
of another 17-year old on a sleeper bus travelling
from Greater Noida to Delhi have each shocked
the nation briefly before giving way to a numb
outrage. Little seems to have changed in the 14
years since the candlelight marches and commis-
sions after the Nirbhaya case unleashed a slew of
new schemes, laws and funds that vowed to pro-
tect women and girls from sexual violence, espe-
cially in public spaces. The latest report of the Na-
tional Crime Records Bureau shows an 80% surge
in crimes against women since Nirbhaya, from
2.4 lakh in 2012 to 4.4 lakh in 2024. Some of this
can be attributed to higher reporting of crimes,
facilitated by those new laws and schemes, but
that is not sufficient to account for the vast num-
ber of them. In 2024, more than 50 crimes
against women were reported every hour, with
the highest rate of such crimes seen in the metro
cities of Jaipur, Indore, Lucknow, and Delhi.

The government has listed a slew of initiatives
meant to deal with the problem, from the Safe Ci-
ty project to Mission Shakti, from a women’s hel-
pline and emergency response support system to
one-stop centres for survivors of sexual violence
and fast-track courts, many of which have been fi-
nanced through the Nirbhaya Fund. The recent
crimes, however, put a question mark on the im-
plementation of such schemes. A safe city cannot
Dbe created simply by installing lighting and CCTV
cameras, if they are not functional, monitored,
and connected to a response system. Police pa-
trols and emergency numbers matter only if they
result in prompt intervention from trained and
sensitised personnel. It is important to move
from scheme-based policing to preventive, and
outcome-based policing, with public audits of
vulnerable locations with deadlines and accoun-
tability to rectify deficiencies. The justice system
must address the enormous backlog of cases; the
promise of speedy investigation loses meaning if
survivors spend years awaiting trial. The author-
ities must also resist the temptation to convert
women’s safety into restrictions on women’s
freedom. The answer to unsafe public spaces
cannot be that women should avoid parks after
dark, return home earlier, travel only with com-
panions, or otherwise organise their lives around
the possibility of male violence. Most important-
ly, there is a need to challenge the culture of sex-
ual violence and toxic masculinity, enabled by
age-old patriarchal traditions.

Season’s end
The IMD is conservative when it comes
to projecting rainfall deficit

he India Meteorological Department
T (IMD) issues two forecasts — in April and

May — before the monsoon. Both unam-
biguously pointed to a dry monsoon - confi-
dence boosted by global unanimity that one of
the strongest El Nifio ever was in the offing — and
the consequential question was, ‘How bad?’ It
turns out that the IMD’s forecast of ‘below nor-
mal’ rain (90% to 95% of average) was conserva-
tive. This was surprising, given that its models
pointed to ‘deficient’ rains (below 90%). On Sep-
tember 30, when India’s monsoon tally ended,
the IMD announced 759 mm across the country,
87% of the normal 869 mm. El Nifto years, when
the Central Equatorial Pacific warms and sup-
presses monsoon rains, test a weather depart-
ment’s mettle because predicting the extent of
the shortfall is challenging. It is perplexing why
the agency opted for ‘below normal’ rainfall
‘when it could have warned of a ‘deficiency’ and
claimed accuracy. As of now the IMD can only
claim technical victory because the final number
sits within the 4%-5% error window. However, at
adisaggregated level, the IMD’s struggle with get-
ting magnitude right is far more glaring. June got
65Y% of its normal, far drier than the 92% forecast.
July, expected to be below 94%, ended up with 1%
point more rain. August came in at 84% of the
LPA, in line with the “below 94%” forecast. Sep-
tember at 92.4% finished a little above the fore-
cast of ‘below 91%. The IMD expected a ‘normal’
monsoon in the northeast, which then recorded
its driest since 1901, or 26% short. The south pe-
ninsula ran 23% short. central and north-west In-
dia - tipped to fall below normal — finished close
to predictions, driven by ocean conditions and
Western disturbances.

Climate change makes this more complicated.
Western disturbances, extra-tropical rain-bear-
ing systems, have been bringing more rain to In-
dia in the monsoon months, while southern India
seems more vulnerable to El Nifio-triggered vola-
tility. This is reflected in kharif sowing. On July 10,
kharif sowing trailed last year's by 16%; by early
September the gap had narrowed to under 2%.
Karnataka has declared drought in well over a
100 taluks and Maharashtra in 265 of 358, though
the national deficit of about 12% is below the
Centre’s 20% threshold for an ‘agricultural
drought.” The IMD expects El Nifio to strengthen
and bring below normal rain over most of the
country from October to December, threatening
soil moisture and reservoir recharge. The Cabi-
net has lifted wheat’s support price by 325 a quin-
tal and mustard’s by 3413, nudging diversifica-
tion. Given the consequences of IMD’s forecasts,
it should improve its sub-regional forecast sys-
tems and not shy from being the bearer of ill-
news, if needed.

A compilation of articles, on the Editorial and Opinion pages, offering insights into the Mahatma’s ideas and legacy

Gandhiji's many ways of understanding genius’

his column is not about Gandhi as a

genius (which, with a laugh, he would

say he certainly was not) or about the

spectacularly original man I believe
him to have been. It is about the place of the
word ‘genius’ in Gandhi’s thought and in his
writings.

Why should that common word be picked up
from Gandhi'’s teeming English vocabulary for
special attention? Because his use of that
valuational word tells us a great deal about his
assessment of persons and situations — a matter
of interest in itself. And also because we can
apply (or not apply) his yardsticks for evaluating
persons and happenings in our contemporary
times.

There is another non-Gandhi reason as well.
Most users of the word do not know that ‘genius’
is a Latin word. Not just a word of Latin origin but
a Latin word in its totality — in the way it is spelt,
pronounced and meant. English has borrowed
‘genius’ from the language of Virgil, Horace, Ovid
without any change whatsoever, somewhat like
how C.V. Raman describes the journey of the
diamond from its womb under the earth to
human hands *...absolutely fresh...perfect from
nature’s crucible.” And so, reflecting on the word,
one might also ponder its travel from one
language register to another, admitting some
variations in its action.

Here are representative examples culled by
Gandhi-researcher Murtaza Gandhi from The
Collected Works of Mahatma Gandhi (CWMG).

Pronounced in both Latin and English
identically, as Jee-nee-us, its meaning in classical
Latin is ‘divine inner power’. In modern English,
when used as a noun, for example ‘the genius S.
Ramanujan...’, it denotes a person with
exceptional intellectual or creative ability. When
used as an adjective, for example, ‘the genius of
India..., it refers to a singular or unique
characteristic.

The first encounter
Gandhi uses the word in both senses. His first
recorded use of it is as in a skill, a vision, an act of
sheer dare. He talks about it as an achievement,
not as the description of a person. The reference
goes back 1o 1888, when he was 19 years old and
when his English was unpolished. Travelling by
the liner S.S. Clyde from Bombay to England to
start his law studies, he was taken up by the sight
of the Suez Canal. Cutting the slender isthmus of
the Suez between Asia and Africa to save on
journey time by several days, it was a marvel to
behold.

He writes in what is now known as his London
Diary: “The construction of the Suez Canal I am
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not able to understand. It is indeed marvellous. 1
cannot think of the genius of a man who invented
it. 1don’t know how he would have done it.”
(CWMG, Vol.01, p.11). The ‘man who invented it'
is, of course, Ferdinand de Lesseps (1805-1894), a
French diplomat and entrepreneur, who thought
of and made the Canal with the help
of two engineers — the Austrian
Alois Negrelli and fellow
Frenchman Linant de Bellefond.

In this year, 2026, which marks
the 70th anniversary of the 1956
Anglo-French-Israeli bombardment
of Egypt which aimed to take over
the Suez Canal — which Egypt’s President Gamal
Abdel Nasser had nationalised, — Israel is using
more lethal bombs with prodigal abandon in
Palestine and Gaza and, with the United States
joining the fire-play over Iran, causing the death,
among others, of the Supreme Leader of the
Iranian state, no less. So, today, we can reflect on
Gandhi’s marvelling at the genius that went into
the making of that oceanic passageway only with
anxiety for the future of the area around that
marvel.

The dark side

This brings one to a phrase which is twinned to
‘genius’: evil genius (or malignum genium). The
earliest known use of that phrase as a concept is
in French philosopher Rene Descartes’ use of it in
his 1641 opus Meditations on First Philosophy. He
posits in it the existence of a power that is the
very opposite of the divine power that actuates
‘genius’ — evil genius, a malignant God or evil
power.

By 1893, Barrister M.K. Gandhi was in South
Africa and soon became the spokesman and
leader of the Indian community there in its
strivings for the recognition of its rights and its
dignity. Stung by the discriminations and
humiliations that Indian South Africans were
subjected to, particularly at the hands of the
Asiatic Department, we see him use the word not
just in its simple sense of a compliment but in its
contrary avatar: “There seems to be somewhere
in the Asiatic Department of the government an
evil genius working through it.” (CWMG, Vol.04,
P.26, 23. The Bazaars in The Transvaal) .

“Evil genius’ occurs in Gandhi’s vocabulary
again when he is back in India, where he uses it
in the context of the Jallianwala Bagh massacre
(April 13, 1919) but very pointedly for an
individual: “General Dyer has been haltingly
blamed, and his evil genius, Sir Michael O'Dwyer,
entirely exonerated...” (CWMG, Vol.19, p.339). Just
stopping short of using the phrase ‘evil genius’,
he invokes the word witheringly with sarcasm, to

describe the British Raj’s policy of ‘Divide and
Rule’: “But just now I am speaking of the genius
of the Government. It has not hesitated to divide
Hindus from Muslims in order to be able to retain
its hold on us.” (CWMG, Vol.19, p.398, Speech at
Nankana Saheb — March 3, 1921).

As a term of praise
The earliest recorded reference by
him of a person as a genius ina
wholly complimentary sense, is for
Lokamanya Bal Gangadhar Tilak
who, in 1916, in the town of
Belgaum, famously declared (in
Marathi) “Swaraj is my birthright and I shall have
it.” The ‘Father of Indian Unrest’ had been dead
four years but addressing the Indian National
Congress’ session in the same town of Belgaum in
December 1924 as Congress President, Gandhi
could not but refer to him and said (in English):
He was the genius of swaraj (CWMG, Vol.25,
p.508, Concluding Speech at Belgaum Congress,
December 27, 1924). Gandhi is doing something
very interesting here. He is terming Tilak as a
genius of and in something very singular, very
specific — swaraj. He is using the term very
precisely, very contextually, like he would be if he
were to describe Einstein as a genius of the
Theory of Relativity.

The next most notable use by him of the word
as a personal tribute is for Rabindranath Tagore.
Speaking on him in 1931, Gandhi says: “In
common with thousands of his countrymen I owe
much to one who by his poetic genius and
singular purity of life has raised India in the
estimation of the world.” (CWMG, Vol.45, p.125,
Tribute to Rabindranath Tagore — January 26,
1931).

He was to use the word for him again but
again, not as a direct adjective but with a value
added: “His creative genius has also given us
Santiniketan, Sriniketan and Visvabharati”
(CWMG, Vol.84, p.124, Speech at Prayer Meeting,
May 8, 1946).

There is one person for whom Gandhi uses the
word ‘genius’ without any niche that encases
‘genius’. It is for his friend and almost-preceptor,
the young Bombay-based jeweller, poet, Jaina
ascetic Rajchandra or Raychandbhai as Gandhi
called him: “Kavi Rajchandra was born in a place
called Vavania in Kathiawar... His schooling was
quite elementary. But he was a genius. He knew
Sanskrit, Magadhi and, 1 believe, Pali” (CWMG,
Vol.43, p.98, A Great Seer — March 18, 1930).

Genius can do marvels and do evil.
Remembering Gandhi’s awareness of that truth is
today not a matter of language alone but of life
and death.

The Mahatma’s unfinished work on the world stage

riting about Gandhiji’s death on his
w birthday may not be an entirely odd

thing, given how he died and how that
conflicted with what he stood for. In popular
perception, Gandhiji was a tired, old man whose
life’s work was over when he was assassinated.

In any case, the people he sought to train and
transform into compassionate human beings had
turned bigoted murderers or condoned bigotry
and mass murder during Partition. The last
eccentric, going-against-the-grain act they
allowed him was fasting in favour of Pakistan.
Revisionist history of today seeks to downgrade
his role in India’s freedom by counterposing
Netaji.

But it can be argued that Gandhiji’s best years
were yet to come even if India had failed him
then and now. At 78, Gandhiji was healthy
enough to have gone on a village-to-village walk in
Noakhali, fasted for three days in Calcutta to stop
the rioting before the five-day Delhi fast, and
talked about a fast-unto-death to stop the killing
of Muslims in Bihar. His health may well have
facilitated his shining on the world stage for
several more years.

The emergence of a global image

Gandhiji had already ascended the world stage a
few decades before in-part due to the rapid
growth of print media in the first half 20th
century that sought out new and novel stories.
Among a non-violent campaign’s advantages were
that it was carried out in the public domain,
transparently — far easier to cover than a
clandestine plot. A report on the Dharasana
beatings ran in some 1,300 papers worldwide.
And photos of Gandhiji, with his dress, or the
lack of it, quirks and eccentricities, looked great
on newsprint.

Among the many influences Gandhiji had
globally was the Black civil rights movement. In
America, African-American newspapers were
only eager to see parallels and seek inspiration.
And it was not symbolic or philesophical but
direct and tactical, too. A Harlem ashram and an
Ohio ahimsa farm sprang up. Even the

Had the
Mahatma lived,
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might have
travelled further
and shaped
global
movements

goat-milking transmuted to America.

Martin Luther King may have been the most
famous of civil rights leaders’ visits to India but
there were many other organisers such as Bayard
Rustin and James Lawson who had immersive
sojourns in India. A report in The Hindu quotes
Rustin — he was the organiser of the 1963 March
on Washington, at which King delivered the “I
Have a Dream” speech — as saying in 1948 that the
“Indian non-violent revolution has much to teach
us”.

During the Montgomery Bus Boycott,
described as the practical kick-off of the civil
rights protests led by King, Rustin

put his learnings to successful use.

He insisted that Montgomery

should only be one of many such

sites. He ticked off King for having

armed guards in his house, saying

that Gandhiji would not do that. In

a move that caught the attention of many, but
which Rustin owed to Gandhiji's methods, he
asked that the leaders should go and voluntarily
surrender to the police, saying that, yes, they had
broken the law, but that it was the right thing to
do. Lawson set up a Satyagraha training school in
Nashville.

Non-violence on a global scale

Gandhiji did become a global icon, posthumously.
For sure, his methods drew from the past. A
peaceful march organised by a priest in St.
Petersburg was violently put down by the Tsar
although it triggered the 1905 revolution. But
what was new was that Gandhiji showed that they
were duplicable on a mass scale in an organised
manner. This was the novelty that caught the
imagination of the world later.

Scholars have shown that in the latter half of
20th century, when asymmetries of power
solidified, only non-violent campaigns could
succeed and did so. East Timor was a sterling
example.

Perhaps the best chance that the Palestinians
had for Swaraj was in the initial stages of the
Intifada. Though known more for the

stone-throwing, the initial protests were largely
non-violent but forceful in a Gandhian way. More
than all the bombings, assassinations and the
plane hijacks engineered by the Palestinians, it
could be argued that Intifada 1 forced the Israeli
leadership to negotiate and at least on paper
commit to a two-state solution eventually though
subsequent events upended all that.

It would seem that Gandhiji had planned on
playing an active global role after India’s
Independence. A report in The Hindu on March 9,
1948, quotes Horace Alexander as saying that
Gandhiji, in England in 1931, had told his friends

that when India would be free, he
would take part in a world
movement for spreading the gospel
of non-violence. Another report in
August 1947 says that “discussions
are now going on between Mahatma
Gandhi and some of his American,
Indian and European friends™ for the world
conference.

The conference was held in 1949, a year after
his death. International participants discussed
setting up an organisation. A.J. Muste wanted to
set up a training institute in India. But, without
the man himself, Gandhiji became only a soul
force, not a physical presence, for non-violent
activists across the world.

The Palestine test
Ifidle speculation could be allowed, a living
Gandhiji would have electrified the world that
had just gone through a monstrous war and the
Holocaust. Instead of becoming just a memorial
possibility and vague idealism, non-violence and
compassion would have been far more rooted in
global discourse.

The best test for Gandhiji would have been
Palestine.

1f he could make an Englishman ashamed of
himself, could he not have made Israeli Jews
ashamed of inflicting on Palestinians the suffering
Jews had endured for centuries?

Kalyanaramian.m@thehindi.co.n
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A balance

The new NCERT Class 9
Social Science curriculum
significantly reduces the
space given to modern
European history, replacing
chapters on the French and
Russian Revolutions. At the
same time, it places a
much-needed emphasis on
Indian history, exploring
traditions of governance,

regional resistance and
the Sengol provides an

learn about India’s

of the Sengol remains

sacred responsibility, and
resilience. The inclusion of
opportunity for students to
civilisational continuity and
political traditions. Since

the historical interpretation

contested (Inside pages,
October 1), it is vital that

rootedness with

critical thinking.

Sathiyapriya Kumar,
Thirukkattupalli, Tamil Nady

textbooks present
competing accounts with
adequate evidence. In an
age shaped by global
change, our education
system must seamlessly
combine cultural

historical inquiry and

Numbers must work

In my experience, several
official telephone numbers
published on the Tamil
Nadu government websites
are either ‘switched off, not
reachable, or remain
unanswered’, These
numbers are provided
specifically to enable
citizens to contact the
government offices

rigorous

concerned for information,
clarification or assistance.
The official CM Helpline
information states that
citizens should be able to
access grievance services

including telephone, online
portal, mobile application
and email to Mudhalvarin

Mugavari. Therefore, there
appears to be a clear
disconnect between the
citizen-friendly services
announced by the
government and the actual

without having to visit a accessibility.
grievance centre and Balamarthandan D.,
provides multiple channels, | Chennai

Letters emailed to
letters@thehindu.co.in
must carry the postal address.
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Should the EC take action against those filing forms for mass deletions?

I PARLEY I

s Phase 3 of the Special Intensive
Revision (SIR) of electoral rolls
unfolds, a surge in Form 7
applications, the mechanism for
seeking deletion of names, in Karnataka has
raised concerns. More than 4,000 such forms
were filed in the State, with 1,363 in one place
coming from just 10 electors, many reportedly
targeting Muslim names, Uttarakhand has seen
objections filed in an Electoral Registration
Officer’s (ERO) name without his knowledge,
while in West Bengal, data shows that nearly
90% of Form 7 applications were accepted.
Similar cases have been reported by The Hindu
from Rajasthan and Gujarat as well. Should the

Prasenjit

Bose Election Commission (EC) take action against
- those filing forms for mass deletions? Ashok
Congress Lavasa and Prasenjit Bose discuss the question
'e:}‘_’;;::rdm in a conversation moderated by Sreeparna
5\,&;( Bengal Chakrabarty. Edited excerpts:

SIR case in . .

Supreme Court What is the ERO legally required to do when

aForm7arrives?

Ashok Lavasa: Under the Registration of
Electors Rule 1960, all the steps that are
required for registration, for deletion, and for
amendment are listed. Form 7 applications are
typically used to object to the entry of a person
in the electoral roll. As scon as a Form 7 notice is
received by the ERO, the Rules prescribe that
first of all they should be put on the notice board
for the public to know that objections have been
received against such and such person. After
this, a specific notice is to be given to the person
against whom a complaint has been received.
The Rules provide that in case an inquiry is
demanded, the ERO or the officer designated
cannot take a decision on his own without
conducting a formal inquiry in which he can
even summon the complainant and the person
against whom the complaint has been received.
He can ask the complainant to testify under oath
that the particulars that he is presenting and the
documents that he is giving are true. He is also
informed that in case this is found incorrect,
there is a penalty under Section 31 of the
Representation of the People Act (RPA) for
which he can be penalised with imprisonment
for giving false information. This is the
procedure. The spirit behind this is that no
name should be deleted without giving adequate
opportunity to the person against whom a
complaint has been received.

How do these bulk forms emerge and is there
alimit on how many objections one person
can file? Also, can Section 31 of the RPA,
which penalises false declarations, be

Karnataka CM D.K. Shivakumar staged a sit-in protest demanding an inquiry
into alleged voter list deletions through bulk Form 7 submissions, outside the
office of the Chief Electoral Officer in Bengaluru, on Thursday. FTi

invoked if somebody files bulk Form 7s?

AL: I think the EC has issued instructions from
time to time; it is not given in the Rules as such.
But instructions have been given that you should
not receive more than, I think, five or six forms
according to current norms. With respect to
Section 31, 1 don’t think it can be invoked. It is
specifically to do with giving false information.

In Karnataka’s Babaleshwar, 1,363 of Form 7
applications came from just 10 electors.
Reports have said that many of the deletions
targeted Muslim names.

AL: Clearly, this is a misuse of the procedure.
The concerned authorities need to act against
people who are misusing the system. You would
recall that in Karnataka last year, when the
Leader of Opposition had given some instances,
the EC had itself clarified that out of some 2,000
odd applications that it received, only roughly
28 had been found to be correct. The question
here is that we still do not know whether the EC
has proceeded against somebody for making a
false declaration. This penal provision, to the
best of my knowledge, has hardly been used
against anyone. And unless there is a
deterrence, this provision will lose its efficacy.

‘West Bengal has seen one of the highest rates
ofacceptance of Form 7s. What is the
petition against this in the SC about?

Prasenjit Bose: There are specific formats in
which aggregated data on all Forms — 6, 7and 8
— have to be recorded and disclosed at the end
of any revision period by the EC. But that has
not been followed in most States, especially in
‘West Bengal. So, we had to request for the
disclosure of that data because we found
anomalies in the data that were disclosed during
the claims and objections period.

ee

There are specific formats in which
aggregated data on all Forms — 6,7and 8 —
have to be recorded and disclosed at the end
of any revision period by the EC. But that has
not been followed in most States, especially
in West Bengal

PRASENJIT BOSE

As per the facts revealed by the affidavit filed
by the EC in response to the petition that we had
filed, the total Form 6 applications for inclusion
were 34 lakh, out of which 7,26,000 were
rejected. As far as Form 7 is concerned, the total
number received was 6,39,000, which by itself,
if you compare with States of similar sizes such
as Bihar or Tamil Nadu, is on the higher side.
And out of the 6,39,000 Form 7 applications
received, 5,72,000 were accepted. So, you have
an almost 90% rate of acceptance of Form 7 and
less than 21% for Form 6. This anomaly is quite
glaring. The problem lies in the deterrence
mechanism of Section 31 of the RPA.

In many cases, the person in whose name the
forms were filed denied having knowledge of
the same. Is there some central mechanism
which can be used to file forms?

PB: [ will give you the latest example from
Uttarakhand. I have on record, the ERO of
Haridwar Rural constituency confirming that he
has not submitted any Form 7 filed in his name.
In one constituency, 3,500 Form 7 applications
were submitted just hours before the window of
claims and objections were about to get over and
all the objections were in the name of the ERO. It
has been done in an automated manner.

A similar mechanism was used in West Bengal
vis-a-vis the appellate tribunals where
automated appeals for exclusion have been filed
which one of the Election Commissioners had
flagged. Judicial intervention is needed to stop
this as these illegalities are depriving genuine
electors from their right to vote.

AL: This is quite absurd and calls for a probe.
Clearly, the ERO cannot file objections. Although
in the Rules there is a provision that the ERO can
make some corrections on his own, that does
not amount to filing so many objections.

And it is the responsibility of the Chief
Electoral Officer of the State and the EC to
thoroughly investigate this matter. However, just
because applications are filed, we should not
condemn the system. 1 think we need to actually
hold the system accountable.

As far as the centralisation of data or

generating objections in a centralised fashion is
concerned, I think we are speculating. There is
no evidence of that. But, we do know that one of
the Election Commissioners has actually
red-flagged the issue saying that it creates the
possibility of manipulation at the central level.

What can be done to deter this?

AL: 1 think there are some safeguards in place,
but the point is whether they are being
enforced. The EC generally after filing FIRs is not
following them up systematically because it is
presumed that now this is the responsibility of
the concerned law enforcement machinery. This
is where the EC needs to put in place a very
strong monitoring mechanism, Earlier, I have
suggested that the National Crime Records
Bureau must have a separate data set on
election-related crimes. And they should be
reported separately so that all these figures are
in the public domain. Once this data is in the
public domain, people will analyse and flag
these issues. The EC also has certain internal
norms such as if in any polling booth, there are
more than 2% additions or deletions, that
particular booth is taken up for greater scrutiny.

In all these instances where we are saying that
2,000 or more applications were received, the
point is whether the system is accepting them. Is
it actually leading to unjustified removal or
addition? And finally, whether the system is
taking note of the possibility of misuse.

PB: My point is that if the institution itself which
is supposed to uphold the law and administer it,
if at least a section within that institution starts
violating the law, then the entire system breaks
down. I think that is what has happened.

In terms of reform, what has happened is that
the electoral laws, RPA Act and especially these
Forms were framed at a time in the 1950s and
60s. It was a non-digital era. Today we have
digital databases and online submission of
Forms. | think our laws have become out of sync
with the way the process is being conducted
today. There is a need for legal reforms.

AL: If people are committing fraud that
obviously cannot be dealt with under the RPA.
This is a weak link in the system; our
law-and-order machinery is not taking these
cases seriously. That is why I suggested there has
to be a specific monitoring mechanism for
electoral offences.
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A reflection on two songs and their nationalisms

hile it is customary

to garland Gandhiji

on his birthday, this

year, let us listen to
him instead and to the song he lived
by. At a time when the Republic has
spent 10 months legislating about
another song, the contrast will be a
lesson in what nationalism is, and
what it is not.

The song the Republic legislated
about is Vande Mataram. In January
2026, the Union Home Ministry
directed that all six stanzas of the
National Song be performed at
official functions, with everyone
standing at attention. In July, a
second order made the six-stanza
text the “official version” and placed
the Song before the Anthem.

Parliament amended the
Prevention of Insults to National
Honour Act, 1971, to bring the
National Song within the ambit of
criminal law for the first time. To
intentionally prevent its singing, or
to disturb an assembly engaged in
singing it, now invites imprisonment
of up to three years.

On September 22, the Supreme
Court heard the Carnatic musician
and author, T.M. Krishna's challenge
to the law and the orders. It did not
decide the case. It asked the Union
government to reply. However,
Justice Joymalya Bagchi said that
while the state may decide whether
the Song has two stanzas or six,
Bijoe Emmanuel (the SC judgment
which upholds the right to religious
freedom, constitutional tolerance
and silent objection) still governs, A
conscientious objector, to one
stanza or all, should face no
criminal consequences if she/he
respectfully stood but didn’t sing.
Justice Bagchi's view is not yet a
Jjudgment but one wishes it should
be.

The same morning, the Solicitor
General answered the plea for
national consensus by stating that
law-making cannot follow the ideas
of Naxalites. This author, in court
for another matter, rose to say that
to think, is not to be a Naxalite.

The episode matters only because
it sums up the two nationalisms
discussed here: one answers an

Sanjay Hegde

Senior Advocate of
the Supreme Court of
India

We have a
National
Anthem,
protected by
law, and a
National Song,
honoured by
usage. Let the
Republic
recognise
Vaishnava
Janato as our
National Prayer

argument, the other renames the
arguer.

Vande Mataram

Let us take a closer look at the six
stanzas of the Song; Bankim
Chandra Chatterjee wrote the first
two around 1875, reportedly as a
filler for his journal. They are a
hymn to a landscape, richly
watered, bountiful, and cool with
southern breezes. Any Indian of any
faith can sing these stanzas about
her nation.

The later stanzas came with his
novel Anandamath, and they name
names. The motherland becomes
Durga with her 10 weapons,
Lakshmi, and
Saraswati. It is two
songs stitched
together, and the
divide has run through
our politics since 1905,
when the Partition of
Bengal made its opening words the
war cry of Swadeshi.

The freedom movement resolved
the problem sharply. in October
1937, on a resolution moved by
Rajendra Prasad and seconded by
Vallabhbhai Patel, the Congress
Working Committee acknowledged
the validity of Muslim and others’
objections to the later stanzas and
adopted the first two alone for
national gatherings.

Rabindranath Tagore, who had
first set the song to music, blessed
the change. He loved the opening
stanzas and disowned the theology
that followed.

On January 24, 1950, India’s first
President Rajendra Prasad
announced that Jana Gana Mana
would be the National Anthem and
that Vande Mataram would be
“honoured equally”. Honour is not
an obligation and for 55 years, the
law protected the Flag, the
Constitution and the Anthem, and
deliberately left the Song outside the
penal net. Love for the song was
invited and obedience was never
demanded.

Nor was the two-stanza
settlement any insult to Bankim.
The Bhagavad Gita is seven hundred
verses from a Mahabharata of a

-

hundred thousand. Our national
anthem is the first of Tagore’s five
stanzas. Fitting a work to a public
purpose is homage and not a
denigration.

This settlement worked. In 1997,
A.R. Rahman, born a Hindu and a
convert to Islam, reimagined Vande
Mataram as Maa Tujhe Salaam. Ask
anyone under 40 to sing Vande
Mataram and you will hear Rahman.

It is this settlement of 1937, of
1950, and of 1997 that the current
orders and statutes have reopened,
and that the Supreme Court has
now, rightly, handed back to the
state and to us.

The other song

Five centuries before
Bankim, Narsinh
Mehta of Junagadh was
excommunicated by
his own caste for

conduct.

Here, then, are two songs and
two nationalisms. One venerates the
soil and asks the citizen to bow. The
other civilises the soul and asks
citizens to be worthy. One now
comes with a sub-inspector
attached. The other has never
needed one.

A modest proposal

So, on Gandhi Jayanti, here’s a
proposal. We have a National
Anthem, protected by law, and a
National Song, honoured by usage.
Let the Republic recognise
Vaishnava Janato as our National
Prayer, through the gentle method
used in 1950, and not the muscular
method of 2026. No order, no
penalty, no compulsory standing.
Only recognition and no mandatory
requirement. Let it be sung, by
those who wish, where the National

singing among Song is sung.
‘untouchables’, Let schoolchildren learn its
He composed Jjana to ing in evel A prayer
tene kahiye, je peed parai jaane re compelled is no prayer at all. That is
(Call that one alone a man of God, the point.

who knows another’s pain as his
own). The song has no map, no
enemy, no throne. It audits a human
being: one who serves without
pride, bows to all and disparages
none, keeps word, deed and
thought in one line, looks on all with
an equal eye, tells no lie, touches no
‘wealth that is not his, honours every
woman, and has put away deceit,
lust and anger.

Read that against the Constitution
and you will find that Narsinh
drafted a version of the Preamble
early and set it to music.

Feeling another’s pain is
fraternity assuring the dignity of the
individual. Bowing to all is Article 14.
The equal eye is our secularism and
the hand that refuses another’s
wealth is the law of probity. The
tongue that will not lie is the
informed citizen of Article 51A.

Gandhi carried it from Sabarmati
to his last prayer meeting, beside
the Koran and Christian hymns, and
in a hundred years no one has felt
excluded by it.

Vande Mataram tests your
posture; Vaishnava Janato tests your

Bankim’s third stanza counted
“sapta koti kantha” — the seven
crore throats from his motherland,
an undivided Bengal. In 1905, Sarala
Devi sang it as thirty crore, and the
motherland became India. Today we
are 140 crore, and every crore was
added by inclusion; none by
compulsion.

A choir of 1.4 billion cannot be
conducted with a lathi (stick). In a
symphony that size, the conductor’s
only instrument is the willingness of
the singers, won by making
everyone feel the song is theirs.
Inclusion is not a concession to the
fastidious. It is the better tune.

The Constitution does not
demand that we all worship the
same way. It demands that we
remain, all 140 crore of us, equal
citizens. We are better off not
insisting that everyone sing our
song, and instead praying that

FROM THE ARCHIVES

5 Pind,

FIFTY YEARS AGO OCTOBER 2, 1976

New watches with Swiss
assistance

As there was no issue dated October 2, 1976 from
the issue dated October 1, 1976

New Delhi, September 30: A Horological
Institute is likely to be set up in India with Swiss
assistance for training Indian personnel in the
highly sophisticated technology of
watch-making to meet the vast domestic
demand which is expected to reach ten million
pieces a year by 1980.

A Swiss delegation is arriving shortly for
follow up discussions on a phased programme
for importing components and assembling them
in India during the first stage, obtaining
machinery for making these components and
finally making the machines in India itself for
achieving near self-sufficiency both in design
and production for keeping pace with the rapid
technological advances in the industry.

The HMT, which has already acquired the
necessary expertise in watch manufacture with
Japanese collaboration will be able to complete
this three-phase programme in the next few
years if an agreement is reached with the Swiss
industry soon. A high-power Indian delegation
visited Switzerland for preliminary discussions.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO OCTOBER 2, 1926

The Madras Monegar
choultry

The following appeal has been issued by the
Board of Directors of the above Choultry:—

The object of this charitable institution
founded in the year 1782 to provide for the living
of those who had been thrown in distress on
account of the disastrous results of the invasions
of Hyder Ali from Mysore, and latterly of old and
helpless persons who had 1o other means of
subsistence, is well-known to the public.

'This laudable object was accomplished
without interruption, but owing to the crippled
financial condition of this humanitarian

everyone becomes a Vaish
in citizenship.

Standing at attention takes 90
seconds. Feeling peed parai (pain of
others) takes a lifetime and it, not
the standing, is what builds a nation.

jana

, the number of paupers who were
receiving shelter and support therein have had
to be considerably reduced with the result that
while there is accommodation for 140 persons,
only 80 men and women can at present be
supported by it.

i , ) M
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Decline in Apple Amount released Average price of diesel  Officials to be probed  Rise in coal supply by
production so far to implement at the pump across for betting by Turkish  CIL to power sector in
this year in Himachal  anti-atrocities laws the EU football federation July-September
in per cent. Apple production in X crore. The € per litre. The Turkish Football in per cent. Coal India Limited
48 in Himachal Pradesh has l 423 Ministry of Social 2 24 average price of diesel 4 50 Federation (TFF) says it ll said the supply of dry fuel to the
dropped 48% so far this year , Justice and ® at the pump across has referred some 450 power sector users has increased
as climate change, rains, on Thursday said the the EU has hit a record of €2.24 per litre — club officials to the disciplinary board as by 11.01% to 148.20 million tonnes (MT) in

hailstorms, and snowfall have caused
severe damage to the crop. So far, 1.15
crore apple boxes have reached the market
compared to 2.18 crore boxes last year,
State Horticulture Director Satish Kumar
said on Thursday. pn

Centre has released ¥1,423.30 crore to
States and Union Territories over the last
three financial years for implementation of
the Protection of Civil Rights Act, 1955 and
the SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Act,
1989. rn

equivalent to $9.60 per U.S. gallon —
compared with €1.59 before war erupted in
West Asia, according to EU Commission
data. The data reflect prices at filling
stations, either at the start of the week or
at the end of the previous week.

part of a probe into betting. The
announcement came a day after the
Justice Minister announced the arrest of

the second quarter of the current financial
year. The supply has firmed up ahead of
the festive season and is likely to help

the head of Turkiye's football ref g
body and six other people as part of a graft
probe. s

ensure adeq ilability of coal at
thermal power plants, CIL said. »n
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Sri Lanka: chasing system change

The NPP govt. restored macroeconomic stability and introduced a different political culture, but key promises of structural reform remain unfulfilled; two years

instagram.com/the_hindu

after Dissanayake’s election. the govt. faces the challenge of turning the Aragalaya’s demand for ‘system change’ into lasting political transformation

WORLD INSIGHT
Meera Srinivasan

he mass uprising in Sri Lanka

in the summer of 2022 had one

unifying chant — “Gota go

home”, reflecting the
protesting citizens’ chief demand that
then President Gotabaya Rajapaksa
resign.

It was one of many diverse chants,
their tone ranging from witty irreverence
to daring dissent, that captured the spirit
of the Janata Aragalaya, or people’s
struggle. The protesters were emphatic in
their rejection of Mr. Gotabaya, whom
they held responsible for the country’s
bankruptcy and their endless wait in
queues amid acute shortages. They were
unafraid to voice their anger with the
Rajapaksa clan and their frustration with
the entire political class.

But in that watershed moment, they
were thirsty for something else,
something new — “system change”, their
posters screamed.

Once the Rajapaksas grudgingly quit
office and Ranil Wickremesinghe took
charge, with the Rajapaksas’ party
backing him in an urgent parliamentary
vote, the protests fizzled out. The many
fragments of the movement had varied
reactions to Mr. Wickremesinghe's rule.
To some, he was an experienced leader
capable of facing the challenge of fixing
the country’s battered economy. Others,
however, saw him as embodying a
continuation of the Rajapaksa rule, except
in a suit. It was far from the political and
systemic overhaul they had sought. That
is why Anura Kumara Dissanayake’s
campaign in 2024, promising to change
the “corrupt political system,” found
resonance with voters. It was the first
election held since the economic crisis.
Although led by the leftist Janatha
Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP), a party tainted
by its history of brutal violence, the
broader National People’s Power (NPP)
coalition Mr. Dissanayake founded (in
2019) and built up in the subsequent
years emerged as a new force offering
rare promise. Voters who had until then
switched between one of two legacy
political formations alternating at the
country’s helm felt they had a real choice.

Two years on
Short of a clear majority in the
three-cornered presidential race — he
secured 42.31 % of the votes — Mr.
Dissanayake made it with his tally of
preferential votes. His impressive win
propelled the NPP to a historic
supermajority in the general elections
that soon followed. Citizens who seemed
torn or tentative in the September
presidential polls were certain in
November 2024. They were going to give
“AKD” and his government a real chance.
“l am not a magician; [ am not a
miracle-worker. There are things | know
and don’t know,” Mr. Dissanayake said

West Asian crisis began, resulting in

stability and recovery.

macroeconomic stability as the IMF

referred to the IMF programme as a

cope with crushing austerity.

soon after being sworn in on Sep
23, 2024. “But I will commit to always
doing the right thing, and to lead a
collective effort to rebuild our nation,” the
new President said in his first address to
the country.

Last week, President Di:

Nihal Abeysi
the NPP and Member of Parliament.

“changed the political culture”. The
D

completed two years in office. He has
been addressing rallies across the country
as part of a series titled ‘People’s Rule —
Two Years Strong. Progress for All’.
Leading a country struggling to recover
from a financial crash was never going to
be easy. A year into forming government,
the Dissanayake administration faced the

il »

notorious suspects in the narcotics

and bureaucrats accused of grand
corruption. The arrest of a former

bombings raised eyebrows. “Law

deadliest natural disaster the country had
witnessed since the Indian Ocean tsunami
in 2004. Cyclone Ditwah claimed nearly
700 lives and displaced several thousand
people, even as nearly 1,200 landslides
swallowed villages in the island’s hilly
regions in late 2025. Within months, the

volatile fuel prices in the global market.
Wasting no time after it came to power,
the NPP government prioritised economic

The government opted to go ahead
with the International Monetary Fund
programme finalised by its predecessors,
staunchly pursued fiscal discipline and

spelled them out, and achieved or even
surpassed crucial targets set by the Fund.
While the ruling administration initially

compulsion in the economic and social
circumstances in the country, it gradually
began following through with conviction.
Meanwhile, studies have found that poor
families are eating less, as they struggle to

“We surpassed the target revenue last
year and cut down on unnecessary state
expenses. It was because of this discipline
that we were able to respond to Cyclone
Ditwah and the West Asian crisis without
passing on the burden to the public,” says
1ghe, General Secretary of

Speaking to The Hindu at the JVP party
headquarters on the NPP administration’s
performance, Dr. Abeysinghe said it has

government has made a
series of high-profile arrests, especially of

underworld and prominent politicians

intelligence chief in connection with the
ongoing probe into the 2019 Easter terror

Dr. Abeysinghe says.

Pending promises

new constitution.

age drew flak from the political

standards.

‘Mixed’ report card

in our democracy.”

more like a “government of good

enforcement is the same for all, whether
it is a former president or anyone else,”

According to him, the government will
focus on the Provincial Council elections
and drafting a new constitution in the
three years that remain of its term. Both
were among the key promises the NPP
made to Tamil voters. While the conduct
of the provincial polls remains stuck with
a parliamentary committee, there has
been no movement yet on the promised

The government’s efforts to bring
about legislative changes remain in sharp
focus for both its eagerness in some
respects and its lethargy in others. Its
recent move to introduce a constitutional
amendment extending judges’ retirement

opposition and legal community, which
accused the government of using the
judiciary to serve its political interests.
The NPP’s pledge to repeal Sri Lanka’s
draconian anti-terror legislation and
abolish the executive presidency, too,
remains only in the manifesto. Rights
defenders have slammed draft legislation
replacing — and not only repealing — the
Prevention of Terrorism Act for falling

short of international human rights

Offering a “mixed” report card for the
NPP rule over the last two years, Pradeep
Peiris, a political scientist at the University
of Colombo, says he is “100% pleased”
that the country “finally has a civilised,
dignified polity”. All the same, he is
“frustrated that an important turning
point increasingly looks like another lost
opportunity to address structural issues

The NPP government, in his view, looks

necessary for real political

Hindu at the time.

governance”, rather than one of
transformation. “We must remember that
2024 was not just any other election, with
its outcome bringing about a regime
change. After 1948 [Independence], it was
the first time citizens felt they could
negotiate a new political structure”.
Observing that the Aragalaya popularised
a democratic imagination, Mr. Peiris adds:
“While voters rejected the old political
class in the 2024 election, it was not really
a baptism of a new political class.” The
electorate’s verdict, he cautions, was
more a rejection of old politics than
affirmation of the NPP's programme.
“While the country was very clear about
what it did not want, it is not as clear
about what it wants, and even less clear
about how to get there. The NPP
government needs to initiate a robust,
inclusive conversation on renegotiating a
new social contract with citizens.”
Contending that a cultural project is

THE GIST

v

The NPP government has
largely stayed the course with
the IMF programme,
maintained fiscal discipline,
and met or surpassed several
key economic targets despite
major external shocks

v

Its record includes high-profile
corruption and
narcotics-related arrests, but
proposed legislative and
constitutional reforms,
including Provincial Council
polls and a new constitution,
have seen limited progress

v

Political scientist Pradeep
Peiris sees the NPP as a
government of good
governance rather than
transformation, arguing that it
needs a broader conversation
with citizens on a new social
contract

GETTY IMAGES

transformation, he notes that sucha
project is yet to take off. “In that sense, I
feel instead of utilising this historic
moment for system change, the NPP has
simply become better rulers in the same
system they inherited. In such a situation,
the risk of the old political order
returning always lingers,” he notes.

There is every indication that the NPP
is hoping for a second term in office. “The
opposition is weak, divided, and has no
clear work plan. We don’t have a real
political challenge yet, and we won't until
anew force better than us emerges,” Dr.
Abeysinghe says with confidence.

Meanwhile, the NPP knows that it has
its task cut out for it to ensure that its
supporters across the country hold on to
the hope they felt in 2024. Weeks before
he was elected President, Mr. Dissanayake
seemed fully aware of the challenge that
awaited him if he won. “The people have
very high expectations now,” he told The
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The forgotten villages at the heart of

Delhi’s urban history

Delhi's villages were integral to the city’s history, but colonial surveys, land acquisition and urbanisation transformed their land and communities; as

Delhi expands, preserving the heritage and living traditions of Delhi Dehat remains a challenge

Shekhar Tokas

n September 11, 1803, on the
banks of the Yamuna at
present-day Patparganj in East
Delhi, the British East India
Company forces defeated the Maratha
army and gained control of Delhi. It was a
decisive turning point in the city’s history.
The battle marked not only a shift in
political power but also the beginning of a
new phase of surveying, mapping and
appropriation of Delhi’s rural landscape.

The rural landscape before the Raj
At the beginning of the 19% century, Delhi
was dotted with distinct ecological zones.
The fertile khadar stretched along the
Yamuna, while the pahari tract occupied
the natural triangle formed by the Aravalli
hills to the north, south and south-east,
with the river defining its eastern
boundary. To the south-west lay the
low-lying dabar around the Sahibi river,
while the fertile agricultural plains of the
bangar marked the north-west. These
zones were home to village communities
whose livelihoods centred on cultivation
and animal husbandry, with cattle,
camels and goats forming part of
everyday rural life.

For centuries, these agrarian
settlements supplied food, labour, water,

ilitary recruits, artisans and cultural
traditions to successive urban centres.
These settlements were not peripheral to
Delhi’s history. They were part of what
made the city possible. The Ain-i-Akbari
records the region’s crops, revenues and
land conditions, including Palam, which
contributed 5,726,787 dams in revenue.
Govil’s study of Siraspur (1803-1880)
similarly shows the village’s close links.
with Delhi through land, revenue and
property relations. Siraspur, now in North
Delhi near Samaypur Badli and Rohini,
survives as a reminder of this
once-extensive rural hinterland.

From village land to colonial

property

With the British consolidation of Delhi
after 1803, the countryside entered a new
phase. From 1837, revenue surveys began
to map, classify and regulate village lands
— including fields and commons (shamilat
deh) — with a degree of systematic
documentation that transformed
customary rights into colonial
administrative categories.

But Delhi’s villagers were never simply
anonymous cultivators. They had their
own systems of landholding, cultivation,
kinship, lineage and customary rights,
supported by institutions of village life.
Bhats preserved these histories through
genealogies that recorded ancestry,
settlement and links between families and
land. Gradually, however, colonial records
— shajra naksh, khasra and settlement
registers — became the state’s official
records of land and rights.

The 1880 settlement of Kanjhawala
shows what was at stake. Around a
quarter of the recorded land was held as
common land, supporting grazing and
other collective needs. As these commons
were later classified, divided and
transferred, the change was not merely
administrative. It reshaped the
relationship between Delhi’s village
communities, their land and the collective
resources on which rural life depended.

Every map broadly divided village land

The rural landscape of Munirka village in 1959, viewed from the site of present-day Priya Park. The havelis of Munirka and a tomb are visible. The R.K. Puram

Sectors 4 and 5 can also be seen, marking the early stages of urbanisation in the area. MISSION FOR INDIAN HISTORY AND ARCHAEQLOGY, UNIVERSITY OF TOKYO, IN 1959-60

into three types: abadi deh, the village
settlement; zari/pahai arazi, agricultural
or hilly land; and shamilat deh, village
commons. The shajra naksh showed the
village and its different parcels of land,
while each parcel was identified by a
number, known as a khasra number.
These were more than administrative
maps. Read alongside the shajra nasab,
Jjamabandi and khatauni, which
documented lineage, land rights,
ownership and cultivation accounts, these
records revealed patterns of settlement,
landholding and kinship. Together, these

descendants continue to seek
compensation in the Delhi High Court.
After independence, another

transformation followed. The state
increasingly acquired agricultural land
while leaving village abadi deh intact. As
fields gave way to roads, institutions and
neighbourhoods, the rural landscape
gradually disappeared from official maps
and from the historical consciousness of
the expanding city. The settlements
remained, producing the paradox of the
“urban village” - rural settlements

Ifed by urbanisation. The supposed!

as havelis, ponds, wells, chaupals and
(e_mples to recover the history of the

village.
The bhats, who preserved genealogies
and memories of families and their
ancestry, provide an important source for
recovering histories that may not appear
in official records. Recovering these
sources allows us to see Delhi not merely
as a planned metropolis, but as a city
shaped by villages whose histories have
often remained outside its dominant
narrative. The absence of Delhi’s villages
from d histories does not mean

records made village land easier for the
colonial state to identify, assess and
regulate. Four land 1
followed, culminating in 1880. The British
systematically surveyed and mapped
individual fields, assigni bers that
linked land to revenue and ownership
records. For village families, land held
through generations was increasingly
documented not through bhats,
customary knowledge and community
relationships, but through official field
numbers and assessed revenue. Ancestral
rights were thus drawn into a formal
colonial system of property and fiscal
control. In 1880, Zaildari and Nambardari
further extended this system of revenue
collection. Delhi District was organised
into three tehsils, 44 zails and hundreds
of villages, including 375 villages across 18
zails in the area broadly corresponding to
present-day Delhi.

The 1908 Lal Dora system further
formalised village boundaries by
separating abadi from agricultural land.
After Delhi became the imperial capital in
1911, land acquisition transformed this
system of control into large-scale
displacement. Around 30 villages lost
land for New Delhi, including Raisina for
the Viceroy’s House, Khairpur for what
became Lodhi Garden, and Pilanji and
Malcha for parts of Chanakyapuri. Raisina
remains a striking example: its
agricultural land was acquired in 1911-12,
and more than a century later,

“unplanned” urban village, therefore, is
not outside Delhi’s planning history; it is
one of its products.

‘Whose history is remembered?

But the story of Delhi’s villages is not only
astory of land. It is also a story about
what gets remembered as history. Why do
we remember Delhi through its kings,
empires, monuments and imperial
buildings more readily than through the
villages and communities that surrounded
them? History is not simply the past; it is
the way the past is remembered,
interpreted and represented. Historians
reconstruct the past from fragments of
surviving evidence, and the past is always
larger than the evidence that survives.

Collingwood’s The Idea of History,
Bloch’s The Historian’s Craft, and Carr’s
What Is History remind us that history is
not simply found in archives; it is
reconstructed through questions,
evidence and interpretation. This has an
important implication for Delhi Dehat. Its
history lies not only in official records but
also in village maps, land documents,
landscapes, material remains and oral
memories.

The history of Munirka, as
reconstructed in Mhara Munirka: Story of
an Urban Village, illustrates this process.
‘The book brings together oral histories,
accounts preserved by bhats, old
British-period maps, land acquisition
documents and surviving structures such

they have no history. It raises a deeper
question: whose experiences and sources
have shaped the historical record?

The future of Delhi Dehat

Delhi’s villages were never leftover spaces
waiting to be urbanised. They helped
make the city. As Delhi plans for 2047, the
question is not simply how these villages
will be absorbed, but what happens to
their communities, heritage, livelihoods
and remaining commons. Will future
planning protect their abadi, historic
structures and local institutions, or
displace them once again? Delhi’s future
will depend not only on what it builds,
but on what it chooses to retain.

Even the term Dehat deserves
reconsideration. The distinction between
shahar and dehat obscures the
continuities between rural and urban
Delhi. Katwaria Sarai village, surrounded
by UT Delhi, the Indian Statistical Institute
and the Qutub Institutional Area, still
retains its jhod (pond), akhada (traditional
wrestling pit), Guru Gorakhnath Mandir,
Valmiki Mandir and Daulat ki Haveli.
Across Delhi, villages continue to preserve
rurality through their built heritage,
festivals, rituals, language, food and
everyday practices. Delhi Dehat is
therefore not a space outside the city, but
a living part of it.

(Shekhar Tokas is an Assistant Professor of
Urban Studies at Dr. B. R. Ambedkar
University Delhi)
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THE DAILY QUIZ

A quiz on the Father of the Nation on his 157th birth anniversary

V.V. Ramanan

1 S

QUESTION 1

Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi had
three siblings. If Raliyatbehn was the
sister, who were the two brothers?

1N

QUESTION 2

Itis said that when he embarked for
England, Gandhiji carried a letter of
introduction to a cricketer who was a
schoolmate. Name this sporting

legend. referred to him as

| ‘Rashtriyapitha’ (Father of the
QUESTION 3 Nation)?

An incident that took place on the A

night of June 7, 1893, acted as a QUESTION 7

catalyst for Gandhiji to fight against
race and colour prejudices. What and
where?

|3
QUESTION 4
Name the two main ‘ashrams’ set up
™M &
K

by Gandhiji in South Africa.

[N

QUESTION 5

After many campaigns, activities
and arrests in South Africa,
Gandhiji returned to India for
good on January 9, 1915. How is
the date commemorated now?

[N

QUESTION 6

Who was responsible for giving
Mohandas Gandhi the title
‘Mahatma |, and who first

Which genius paid this
wonderful tribute to Gandhiji:
“Generations to come will
scarce believe that such a one
as this ever in flesh and blood
walked upon this earth”?

Visual Question:
Name the famous gentleman seated alongside
Gandhi. THE HINDU ARCHIVES

¥

Please send in your answers to
dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

Questions and Answers to the previous day’s daily quiz: 1.
Name the place from where Baba Budan is said to have brought
coffee beans to India, and how has the place’s name become part
of coffee lore? Ans: Mocha in Yemen, and a
chocolate-flavoured coffee is called mocha

2. What is the biggest contribution of Melitta Bentz and Achille
Gaggia to the modern world of coffee brewing? Ans: Paper
coffee-filter system and espresso machine

3. After which event did drinking coffee acquire a particularly
patriotic significance among some American colonists as an
alternative to tea? Ans: Boston Tea Party of 1773

4. What is the common name for the coffee species called ‘Coffea
canephora'? Ans: Robusta

5. Which famous brand was officially launched in 1938 to help
surplus Brazilian coffee crops? Ans: Nescafé instant coffee

6. Which famous composer wrote a comic opera called ‘Coffee
Cantata’? Ans: Johann Sebastian Bach

7. What is the name given to a trained professional who prepares
espresso-based and other coffee drinks? Ans: Barista

Visual: This expensive coffee consists of partially digested coffee
cherries that have been eaten and defecated by which animal?
Ans: Asian Palm Civet

Early Birds: K.N. Viswanathan | Tariqa Bali | Tito Shiladitya |
Sunil Madhavan | Tamal Biswas

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Know your
English

S. Upendran

‘What is the meaning of “It isn’t worth
a hill of beans™? (J. V. Subba Rao,
Hyderabad)

‘When you say something “isn’t worth a
hill of beans”, what you are implying is
that it is insignificant; it is worthless. This
is an expression which is normally used in
informal contexts.

What is the difference between
“homicide” and “murder”? (R.
Ganesan, Madurai)
“Homicide” is a word frequently used in
‘American English. It refers to the killing of
one human being by another. The killing
may be accidental or intentional. If you
shoot a man accidentally or in
self-defense, it would be considered
“homicide”; similarly, if you run over an
individual intentionally, it would be
considered “homicide”. It is a neutral
term. According to Black’s Law
Dictionary, the word homicide merely
“describes the act; it pronounces no
judgment on the moral or legal quality”.
Murder, on the other hand, is an illegal
act; it is usually a premeditated crime.
When an individual “murders” someone,
hey/she kills another human being after
having planned what he/she is going to
do. The word “murder” has a negative
connotation associated with it. The police
force in the United States has a Homicide
Department, but not a Murder
Department. The “o” in the first syllable
of “homicide” is like the “0” in “hot”,
“pot”, and “not”, while the “i” in the
second syllable is like the “a” in “china”.
The final syllable is pronounced like the
word “side”. The main stress is on the
first syllable.

Isit ok to say “Iam running forty”?
(K. Chandrasekaran, Sivaganga)

We Indians are always in a hurry. When
we are on the road, we are in a rush to get
somewhere; sometimes totally ignoring
all traffic rules. So it is not surprising that
we are always “running” some particular
age. It is very common to hear an Indian
say that he is “running 40”. I suppose
when one is 39, one can run to 40. But
when one is 79, does one
run/jog/canter/limp/crawl to 80? I have
no idea. The expression “running 40” is
common within the Indian context.
Native speakers tend to use “going on”.
Remember the famous song from “The
Sound of Music”? “I am sixteen going on
seventeen”. Is it wrong to say “running
40"? Within the Indian context, it is
acceptable.

What is the meaning of “the straw
that broke the camel’s back”? (A Vara
Prasad, Tuni, A.P.)

When you say that something is the straw
that broke the camel’s back, what you are
implying is that you have reached the
limit of your patience; that you are not
willing to put up with any more nonsense.

Sriram is always late for office. On
Friday, he failed to meet an important
client. That was the straw that broke the
camel’s back. The boss fired him.

Itis also possible to say “the last straw™.
For example,

When he broke the window for the third
time, it was the last straw.

There is a limit as to the amount of
straw that any animal can carry. A camel,
for example, can carry a certain amount
onits back. If you keep adding to the
amount, then the animal will become
overloaded. That final straw is the straw
that breaks the camel’s back. The idiom
has been in use since the mid 1800s.
Published in The Hindu on February 26,
2002

Word of the day

Subterfuge:
something intended to misrepresent the true
nature of an activity

Synonyms: deception, trickery,
deceptiveness, secrecy

Usa B! His excuse was just subterfuge to hide
what he had really done.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/subterfuge

International Phonetic
Alphabet: jsabtafju:z/

N
L 4

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Text & Context'
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The rich history
of Koder House, a
Kochi landmark
now gutted by fire

Koder House in Fort Kochi was functioning as a luxury hotel.

Nikhila Henry
‘Hyderabad, October1

PARTS OF Koder House, a heritage landmark in Fort Kochi
that was functioning as a luxury hotel, were gutted ina
major fire on Tuesday. The building is believed to have
been constructed during the Dutch invasion of Kochi
(1663 t0 1795) and was later bought by S S Koder, the patri-
arch ofa ParadesiJew family, in the 19th century.

The Koders

While it is not known whythe Dutch built the structure,
SS Koder renovated and used it as his family home. “The
Koders were Paradesi Jews or Jews who immigrated from
outside India. Most of the immigration of the Jewish com-
munity was from Spain and other countries in Europe,”
KJSohan, former mayor of Kochi and member of INTACH
Keralam chapter, told The Indian Express. Heritage expert
Bony Thomas, however, said that the Koders are believed
tohave migrated from near [raq: “The family’s roots can
be traced back to West Asia.”

Most Paradesi Jews, unlike the Malabari Jews of Kochi,
immigrated toeither their parent countriesor Israel inthe
1950s. However, Koder’s family never left Fort Kochi, Sohan
said. They wereknown to be oneof the richest families in
thearea. One member, Samuel Koder, worked as the Cochin
princely state's Honorary Consul tothe Netherlands and as
the municipal chairman of Fort Kochi. The family also
brought electricity to Kochi's shores throughthe Cochin
Electric Company. “They burnt coal and produced electric-
ityand supphed (uansmuted) ittomost of Fort Kochiand

ryislands

Sohansaid that lhe Koders werealso traders with global
connections. “They used to run atextile. and crockery: store,
whichdoubledupasaluxuryl: Sy
“Before liberalisation, foreign goods were notavailable in
KeralaorIndia. K i many luxuryil during
thistimeand sold them tothe local populace.”

Unique structure

Koder House has been considered an integral part of
Fort Kochi’s cultural landscape, which was deeply shaped
by the foreign powers who landed on its shores. MK Das’s
book Cochin: Fameand Fables (2024) statesthat who came
firstis contested, although recorded history starts with the
Portuguese in the 1500s. “Evidently, they played their
cards quite well. First they sought permission of the
Cochin Maharaja to put upa factory which was readily
granted. They then sought and got permission to construct
afortto help them fortify themselves and their power. First
ofitskind in the country, the fort was christened ‘Emma-
nuel”after the then King of Portugal on 1 October 1503. The
townalso took its name, Fort Cochin, ttom it. Itwasthe first

ettlement in the.
Koder House has simpl urewith

¢ LEGAL

Flawed execution: When

US officials failed to execute a woman
despite using two doses of a lethal drug.
The country has a history of botched

lethal

BHASKAR SARMA

AUTHORITIES IN the US failed to execute
a50-year-old woman on Tuesday despite
twice administering a lethal drug through
injection. Christa Gail Pike had been sen-
tenced to death for killing her classmate at
theageof18in 1997, Following theexecution
attempt, Pike was taken to a hospital. Ten-
nessee’s Governor has ordered a probe and
her legal team has moved the state’s Su-
preme Court seekinga haltonthe execution.

Botched executions in the US are no-
thing new, regardless of the range of
methods that are authorised by different
states. Astudy of 8,776 executionsin the US
between 1890 and 2010 found that 276
(around 3%) of them were botched. The la-

injections go wrong

executions regardless of method used

Other methods of execution

The search for a relatively “humane”
method of execution hasled to varied prac-
tices. Besides lethal injections, the other
authorised methods in the USare the elec-
tric chair, nitrogen gas, firing squad and
hanging, Each comes with its own ethical
and scientific considerations.

ELECTRIC CHAIR: The electric chair
passes a high-voltage electrical current
through the body, causing cardiac arrest.
But the Supreme Courts of Georgia (2001)
and Nebraska (2008) ruled thatits use viol-

» 86 minutes of abotched job
AT 7.27PM, officials
raise curtains to
execution chamberas.
witnesses watch.
CHRISTA PIKE, who
isstrappedtoa
gurmey, is
administeredadose  goge of pentobarbital,
\2l§ barbital inling
BUT SHE remains laws, si ha
awake. Atone point, notresulted in death.
sheraises her head PIKE IS heard snoring
andasksofficialsifher  kahind 2 clacard
armwassupposedto  gyyrigin, unil the
feelthatway. microphoneiscut off
BY8.26PM, officials  at8.53 pm. Sheis

h f Christa Pike (right) A administerasecond taken to hospital. -

supply drugs, saying they were meant to placean V1 he con-

savelives and not take them, many USstates

hifted
as pentobarbital and midazolam — Ten-

test case, however, is ac-
cordingtoadeath penalty expertquoted by
theAssociated Press. Thisist

vict has ever survived once drugs are ac-
tually administered.

Execution methods in the US

Countries that provide for capnal pun-
ishment
of minimisingsuffering —though Lhepun—
ishment itself is ethically controversial.

Inthe US, capital punishmentislegal in
27 of 50 states. These states authorise dif-
ferent, sometimes multiple, methods of
execution —lethal injection, electrocution,
nitrogen gas, firing squad and hanging.

‘Thelethal injection method, adopted in
1982, became the primary execution
method in the 2000s; it is authorised by all
27 states that retain the death penalty.

The lethal injection method itself fol-
lows two broad approaches: a three-drug
protocol or a one-drug protocol.

In the first approach, a sequence of
drugs is administered to a convict intra-
venously — first a sedative or an anaes-
thetic that is meant torender them uncon-
scious, then a paralytic drug that stops
muscle movement, and finally potassium
chloride, which causes a cardiac arrest.

But as drugmakers grew unwilling to

® SPORT

‘Sham’ deals, inflated revenues:

Shashank Nair
New Delhi, October 1

IN A '1,500-word statement this week, the
PmmerLeague said mal Manchester City,

ight-time England’stop-
flight football league, “systemically broke™
morethana hundred financial regulations
be[ween the 2009-10and 2017-18 seasons.

in2024.
Pentobarbital is a barbiturate, a type of
drug that can slow down activity in the

vict, Joe Nathan James Jr., before finally ma-

nagingtoputhimtodeath three-and-a-half

hours later — resulting in the longest

botched lethal- iniecu‘cn execuu‘on intheUS.
In fact, the Christa Pike cas

atestheir prohibitions
against cruel and unusual punishment.
The study also found that 1.92% of electro-
cutions were botched.
NITROGEN GAS: Alabama and then Loui-
slana are the only us states lhat have per-
ac-

cording to the DPIC. The first one in
Alabama took place as recently as January
2024. The convict, 58-year-old Kenneth
Smith, was tasl.ened toa, gumey and forced

respir-
ator. While the state’s attorney general had
claimed that it was an effectiveand humane
method, the execuuommk roughly 22 min-
utes, and was visible.

ond timethisyearthat Tennessee has: been

FIRING SQUAD: In recent years, some in

brainand nervous system, and can be fatal India’s unable to carry out an execution: In May the US have backed bringing back the old-
inhighd its own. But criti pen- ials called off an executi failing ution method.
tobarbital and mi C excru- stance toplacean IV, APreported. Among the hackcrs ‘were US Supreme
ciating pain, which would violate the prin- The Indian This, precisely, is the whylIndia’s Court. who called
ciple of reducing pain and cruelty. t hasneverace llstoin- it more humane. In terms of the cold effi-
e i g,overgun:.n noduce the lethal injection method Ithas ciency of ensuring death, they are indeed

Lethal injections: The pr r that argued in the Supreme Court  effective. But prosecutors ina 2019US fed-
Inthe caseof lethal injections, convicts  hanging remains lhal the lack of medlcal mfrasrructure and  eral case said, citing an anesthesiologist,

aresecured toatableorgurney and IVlines
are attached to them. This is where the
problems come in.

‘The Death Penalty Information Center
(DPIC), a non-profit organisation that
documents capital punishment in the US,
lists out example afterexample of lethal in-
jection executions being botched — either
failing to kill a convict, delaying their death
orcausing them unnecessary agony — pri-
marily because execution teams failed to
connector maintain IV lines.

‘While there are multiple examples of
such fm.lu:es one pamcu]aﬂy ha:mwmg

labamain 2022isi rative of
just how wrong things can go when execu-
tion teams lack sufficient competence.

In this case, officials tried and failed

Madrid, Barcelonaand Manchester United.
The panel found out that theactualamount
of sponsorship revenue was §157 million.

‘What are Financial Fair Play rules?
‘The PL hasstrict financial rulesin place,
known as Profit and Sustainability Rules.
These draw upon the Financial Fair Play
(FFP) rules msu[uled by Europe’s govern-
ing body, UEFA, in2009 toen-

arethat City
nm.hcmlly inflated its revenue through
“sham” sponsorship deals to disguise its
losses and sought to cover this up. Thishas
cast a cloud over the achievements of the
Abu Dhabi royal family d club and

sure that European football clubs adopted
financial sustainability and responsible
governance. Thisbroadly meansthat clubs
can only make a certain amount of losses

sparked calls for severe penalties.

tobe putinplace. The
amount of money a club can spend on

What
City?

withaguesthouseat its rear end. “The two structures are
connected by awooden bridge,” said Thomas. The guest
Thouse hasa courtyard with a small pond, or Mikvah, where
the Jewish holy or ritualistic bath is taken. “This must be
the only such Mikvah in Ernakulam,” Thomas added. Ke-
rala’s fire service officers said that only the top floor was
guttedinthe fire, as the flames were prevented from
spreading to the nearby historic structures by the Mikvah
and the bridge.

Koder House also contained many historical artefacts,
KJSohan said. Each furniture piece and the tapestry in-
side were brought from across theworld, he added: “Itisa

The Premier League, through an inde-
pendent panel that has been probing these
charges, said that the club, owned by Sheikh
Mansourbin Zayed al-Nahyan through the
City Football Group, hascommitted Finan-
cial Fair Play (FFP) fraud over a decade.
Sheikh al-Nahyan is Vice President and
Deputy Prime Minister of the UAE.

Out of the many charges, the one that
stands out is this: Between 2009 and 2018,
Manchester City declared a commercial
ip revenue of $1.25 billion —

major loss of a heritage building™

* AVIATION

more than that of traditional giants Real

the ‘safest and
quickest’ method
ofexecution.
L]

It has said that
no botched
execution has
everbeen
recorded in
India, while
lethal injection in
the US carries a
long history of
failures.
—

healt
administratively predi method.

that painless deaths by fi ri.ng squads are
not,

Inthe US, several national and state
medical organisations prohibit their
members from participatingin executions
owing to ethical considerations. This

thetask, according to the DPIC.

Apart from placing or maintaining IV
lines, many other things can alsogowrong
wrth the lethal injection method, such as

dosages. Thestudy
at the outset of this article, which was car-
ried out by an Ambherst College professor
named Austin Sarat, found that 7.12% of all
lethal injection executions went wrong.

This is not to say that other execution
methods are without flaws.

scious for upto 10 “severely painful” sec-
onds on where bull rik
HANGING: Hangings are extremely rare
in the US. Since 1977, only three hangings
have taken place in the country, with the
most recent one in 2010. Hanging, how-
ever, isthe primary method in many other
countries, such as India, Singapore and
Japan. It relies on a “long drop” to snap a
person’s neck, theoretically resulting inin-
stantdeath. Butadropthatistooshortcan
fail to break the neck and result in pro-
longed strangulation. Conversely, a drop
that is too long can risk decapitating the
person. Sauch »\rabla. meanwhx]s carries
out d.

The Manchester City scandal

But the argument against that notion is
that these legacy clubsspentoverahundred
i it intotheevery-

day lives of their communities. Their suc-
cesswas built over decades of up-and-down
growtheycles thatexploded whenthesport
found an eager global audience and devel-
oped it into one of the greatest revenue
models, ever. Theirbusinesses were builton
results achieved on the pitch and not
through revenues made from other busi-
nessesthat were then offloaded ontoaclub.

‘Whataction could the club face?
Theclub, which hasclaimed innocence,
has until today to appeal the decision. But

transfers is tied to the revenue it makes. City ight-ti i thereis no foraviolation of this
City allegedly onboarded in anger of the Premier League, England’stopleague.  magnitude in the Premier League.

commercial partners via “sham” contracts, Recently, Everton teceived a 10-point
inflated the sums of money those partners  ® Manyplayersand ot but by the wealth of their owners,  deduction for breaking FFP rules — it was
invested by adding money from theirown ~ Punditshavecome were used to buy some of the best players  reduced to six upon appeal. That was be-
purse, and showed that a commercial rey-  0utasking forMan- in the world. And whenever those players  cause they overshot their FFP budget by
enue of around $157 million was actually ~ chester Citytobe failed to click, City had the resourcestogo  just $20 million. City’s alleged crimes go
over$1billion. The inflated sumswerepaid ~ Stippedof their and purchase replacements as well. wellover a billion dollars. Pumshmems
forbytk and received trophies. Many mightarguethatlegacyclubslike  couldinclude point:
bytheclubfort activities. @ Of lled United and Arsenal needed  oreven removal from the top flight.

for relegating the the competition of wealthy owners from But considering the club’s global com-
If ingfor  clubtoalowerdivi- different partsof theworld tocomein,and  mercial heft as well as the owners’ in-
inflated contracts, what is the issue? sion by deducting thataclubwithnewownerswould findthe  fluence — UK PM Andy Burnham even

By inflating their revenue, Manchester  their points. already full-to-the-brim ofthe praisedthemafterthe ch:

City essentially tried to fool the FFP model. legacy clubs tough to compete against it remains to be seen what action the [’IE'
Theclub’s finances, bankrolled not by their when FFP rules came into play. mier League ends up taking.

What saved flydubai plane: Smit Machchhar, fliers’ actions — and sheer luck

Sukalp Sharma & Anil Sasi

fight back. Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin

New Delhi, October 1

CAPTAIN SMIT Machchhar, the pilot of
flydubai flight FZ1073 from Dubai to Tel
‘Aviv, is being hailed globally for heroic ac-
tions that saved the aircraft from disaster,
after his co-pilot allegedly stabbed him in
analleged bid to crash the aircraft.
Machchhar’s most critical actions in-
volved fighting back against the altackmg

Netanyahu said the Indian pilot “fought
back, resisted, opened the cockpit door,
and enabled passengers and crew to over-
powert dited him with
preventing a “catastrophic mid-air dis-
aster”. “Hesaved thelives of 174 people, in-
cluding Israeli citizens and other na-
tionals...” Netanyahu posted on X.

Then, while lying injured and bleeding
on the cockpit floor, Machchhar managed

co-pilot
unlockmg (he sealed cockpit door whnle

alarm, T} presence
of mind di byafew and

toclickopenthe 1elocked door
of the cockpit. These doors are heavily re-
inforced and locked from the inside topre-
vent ised entry into the cockpit,

astroke of sheer luck — presence of relief
pilots on board — followed Machchhar’s
heroics in landing the aircraft safely at the
Tabukairport in Saudi Arabia,

The other pilot is an Omani person
whose identity has not been revealed.

Captain Machchhar’s actions
Perhaps the first and the most conse-
quentialaction taken by Machchharwasto

something that became a norm after the
September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks in the
US. Without this action, no one on board

theaircraft could to its rescus

F k from the flydubai plane at the Tel Aviv Airport. ap

The underlying assumption of reinfor-
cingthecockpit door and keeping it locked
during flightis that the flight deck is occu-
pied by trained pilots, and they need to be
keptoutof harm'sway in order to maintain
control over the aircraft even if there is an

attacker or a hijacker in the cabin. In this
case though, the threat was notoutside the
cockpit, but inside it.

‘The aircraft also transmitted the inter-
national emergency transponder code

7700 and later the code 7500, which com-
municates unlawful interference or hijack-
ing. These signals were important because
communication with the cockpit was re-
portedly disrupted during the incident,

epaper.indianexpresFaom -- -

and these slgnals

d to air traffic
itiesabouta problem
unboard Itislikely that Machchhar trans-
mitted the codes while being attacked.

Hem:c passengers and crew

of the ordinary, even as the aircraft plum-
meted around 14,000 feet in a matter of sec-
onds. Possibly being alerted by the commo-
tion, they moved towards the flight deck to
tryand intervene.

claimedtoh yankthe
copilot out of the cockpit and puill up the
yoke (the steering wheel-like device) ata
time when the plane w15 nosedlvmg By
ila

set or relief pilots on board intervened.

Presence of trained pilots
Itwasastroke of sheer luck that two fly-

dubai pilots were on board the aircraft as

off-duty or relief flight crew — pilots who

door, they stormed the cockpit and helped
overpower the attacking co-pilot.
Theco-pilot was restrained by some pas-
sengers and crew, who tied b.is hands with
whatever
phone cahles Meanwhﬂe one of the pas-
sengers, adentist, tended toabadly injured
Machchhar. One passenger, YanivHayoun,
aplumber, claimed he briefly took hold of
the aircraft’s controls while its nose was
pointed down. Hayoun had never flown a
plane before but had watched a popular TV
series on air crash investigations. He

Kolkata

travel yaresched-
uled to operate a subsequent flight. “The
aircraft was successfully secured by on-
dmy Flydubai crew travelling on the flight,

landedt safely
atTabuk Airport (TUU). All passengersand
crewaresafeandaccounted for,” the airline
said in a statement on Wednesday.

Once the cockpit crisis was brought
under control, this other set of pilots took
overtheaircraft, landing itin Saudi Arabia’s
diverting Tabuk. Had another set of pilots
not been on board the aircraft, the result
would likely have been catastrophic.
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Manchester City's unforgettable
moments — what are they worth now?
— Saprarshi Basak
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® WORDLY WISE

All happy families are alike:
each unhappy family
unhappy in its own way.
— Leo Tolstoy
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RAMNATH GOENKA
IN 1932

BECAUSE THETRUTH
INVOLVES USALL

For new energy,
remove old bottlenecks

MORE than 300 GW of installed capacity, India
ranks third globally in renewable-energy (RE) de-
ployment. But this impressive growth has not al-
ways translated into green energy being available

when demand is highest. particularly during rhe evemng peak

We have amodel investment treaty.
And arelosing b]lllons because of it

EADERS WILL know that my
constant preoccupation re-
gardmg monomlc policy is
with the it g fact: We

thatthe Model BITof 2016 would be revised;
inforesight and inhindsight, it really wasn't
much of a mode] Conslder \vhat it de-
‘manded. al arbi-

OW, dﬂd have known, what
the right policy is to follow. Yet, we don't

tration, a foreign investor had to litigate in
Indian courts for five years. The restof the

allowtheright policy

eral recent concrete examples are the due
need for domestic

of the 2016 Model Bilateral Inves[ment
Treaty (BIT) and the signing of a trade deal
with the US. You have heardall the “excuses™
asto why we can't allow the right policy to
happen The worldisin flux. so whattodo?

Asthis P reportedon July 3Lt

amountofsolar power jcity during

Aprﬂ tod une. The Cemres Green Energy Comdor Phase-TII

le Trump is in control, so what to
da!Butwhyare wenotactingon policiesto-
tally within our control? As a concrete
example, what is holdmg up the formula-

tionand i ofanew BIT?

upto135GWof:
will also add 50 GWh of battery energy storage.

Renewables, especially solar and wind power, have trans-
formed the country’s energy basket, but their variability places
new demands on transmission planning and storage. The new
scheme is expected to address intermittency during peak hours
and meetdemand whentheSunis. not shmmg Theemphasison
intra-state networks is it pro-
jects are often concentrated in specific regions while demand is
spread across cities, industries and rural areas within states.
Strengthening the network’s last leg is crucial to ensuring that
green power actually reaches consumers. The scheme has ear-

The project

Thisiswhatshould worryus, and it does-
n't. Our record of bad or no action has no-
thing todowith whichever political regime
isin power. It has to dowith the Deep State,
and with the officials who pull the stringson
behalf of their political and economic
masters. India has been the most obstruc-
tionist member of the WTO. With the

“Model” BIT, it went on to construct the
mostok yinthe
world. Twocontinuingrecords, and asteady
supplyof] pehcyband -aids that fool nobody

marked Rs 1,36,378 for Itsim-~ except hosein
ionwil i ning from past s, which ests are served hy India remaining closed
uggest that and inactive, You might take this as an un-
Areport of the y Standing C Energy founded allegation. and you could not be

tabled in Parliament mDecembe:lastyear formstmce pointed
outthati of- ay

more wrong. What follows is explicit docu-
memauon Forthe full detailsand the data,

igh- wer issi thﬂmiﬁ

near their pmperty
mental

The other major challenge will be to ensure that the S0 GWh
storagec ioni vmoflhegnd xather

land acqulsmon a.nd delays i in envxmn»

redtomy:

It -
ister Nirmala Sitharaman told Parliament

world, those who
and those who send it, asks for a consulta-

of foreign capital.

But wait —did not 202526 record arec-
ord FDI inflow 6f $94.5 billion? In the same
year. foreign investors repatriated or disin-
vested 8536 billion, leaving $409billion. In-
dian firmsinvested $33.3 billion abroad. Net
foreign direct investment — just $7.65 bil-
lion. About 0.18 per cent of GDP — and that

masters of spin? One leak has it that port-
folio investment held for more than three
years may now be counted as direct invest-
ment. But the line between the two has
never had anything to do with time. Direct
investment meansastake large enoughto
givetheinvestorasay in running the busi-
ness; portfolio investment means a hold-
ing toosmall for that. Every country draws
thelinethere, and the OECD's Benchmark
Definition, the international standard, ex-
pressly bars adding any further qualifica-
tion to it. No country anywhere, at any
time, has defined direct investment by
how long the investor holds it. Nor would
the reclassification bring in a single addi-
tional dollar. Thatsucha proposal reached
firstbase tells us nothing about foreign in-
vestors and a great deal about how badly

needsa"s spmnmgnauauve
nnph tcomment, for

for-

eign capital will come anyway, treaty or no
treaty, trade deal or no trade deal. Wrong
question, worse logic. We know that Ameri-
can investment is large and that it comes
without a treaty. Should we not be asking
what itwould be with one? The cost of what
wedidis not what welost. It iswhat we have
been forgoing, yearafter year, and wﬂlgoon

In conclusion: The foreigners already
here are reinvesting their profits. The for-
eigners who are not here. and the Indian
firms sending $33 billion a year abroad, are
sayingsomethingelse.

tion period — typically three to six months BHALLA Bmegmd news, beingarecovery from 0.02
— in which the parties try to settle, rather per cent in 2024-25. Still the second-lowest
like the cooling-off before a divorce, India inthree decades. Some record.
asked for 10 times that, in a judicial system It is worse than it appears on the sur-
where five years does nort produce a judg- face. Reinvested earnings of foreign firms
mentanyway. Eventhejudiciaryiscriticised — profitsearned here and not taken home,
only cautiously, so as not to run afoul of In- a figure not part of India’s FDI statistics
dia’s near-unicue contempt laws. until the definition changed in 2000-01—
Therule never broughtany resolution. were $25.6 billion in 2025-26, more than
Itonly brought inordinate delay. The new threetimes net FDL Retained earnings are
treaties since that 2016 black-letter day, not a new commitment to India. Net of
with the UAE in 2024 and Israel in 2025, ‘what Indian fir abroad, ycom-  the headli
cut the holding period to three years — ponent that does require a fresh commit-
still six times the norm. The recommen- ment has gone negative: On th ition
dation, by some, is two years. Why don’t Indiaitselfused until 2000-0L, the country
we ask for the logic, or the reasoning, be- recorded a net direct investment outflow
hind our own recommendations? Where of roughly $18 billion.
did two years come from? Why not the The equity market reveals the same de-
conventional and reasonable practice termination to vote with one’s feet. In 2025,
that the rest of the world follows — three Indian equities underperformed emerging
tosix months of consultations? markets by the widest margin
And what did the 2016 model The new treaties since that since1993, and trailed Asia-Pacific
get us? Exactly what its designers ] = e bythe most since 1998, Foreign forgoing until logic
desired. Nine years and six new %Olf{black letter ddy’ Wlththe_ withdrew $177 billion. This yeartill
treaties. In exchange, the FD1  UAEIn2024 and Israelin2025,  Aygust 19, India was down 9.1 per
network was dismantled, bitby  cuttheholdingperiod tothree  cent in dollar terms while emerg-
bit. Treaties in force fell from 73 years — still six times the norm. ing markets were up 20.6 —agap
in 2015 to 29 in 2017, 16 in 2019 < of 30 percentage points in under
and justeight by 2021, where the Some rec‘omme"d two year?. eight months. Korea was up 77.6
count stayed for another four ~ Whydon'tweaskforthelogic  percent, Taiwan58. Another$10.5 hallai

years. Of the eight survivors, not
one covered a signifi ource

behind our recommendations?

billion hasleft.
And the band-aid from the

the Technical E
Group for the first official Household Income
Survey of India. Views are personal

thana target. Battery projects need
modelsand incentives — espeaallybecauselhesecmrrehmon

ypliers forcritical raw —recyclingarra
ments and clear rules on who can use and pay for slorag,e The
enu d havetowork on im-
issi rsand

electricity i soundaries, and
— as the parliamentary committee pointed out — fragmented
decision-making oﬂen delays projects. Going forward, the gov-
ernment I's proposal for
aportal that brings all approving authorities together for real-
time monitoring and faster decision-making. The new corridor
could be the backbone of the next phase of India’s green energy
transition. It will dowell toovercome the bottlenecks of the past.

Industry is growing,
butisn’t creatingjobs

NDIA'S FORMAL manufacturing sector continues to chug
along at a fairly healthy pace. Thjs isevident acrossarange

In2024-25,th
mem 's outpuit grew by 7.8 per cent, emplovment by72 per
cent, 12.08percent, 1¢

Survey ofIndustries. However, other key indicatorsalso warrant
close attention. Wages per worker have grownata slower pace

than net profit, output per worker! thesame
overtheyears, whil These
devi have had implications for ion, invest-
mentand productivity in the economy.

ST manu-

facturing crossed 2crore in2024-25, up from 1.72crorein 2021-22.
But this is only a fraction of the labour force. A substantial share
of the labour force is still engaged in the informal economy. In
fact, of all non-farm workers in the country, 73.1 per cent areen-
gaged in informal-sector enterprises as per the Periodic Labour
Force Survey 2025. The formal sector, both manufacturing and
services, simply does not provide enough job opportunities. In
2023-24, while 1.9 crore persons were employed in organised
ing, about 3. ¢ d in the unorgan-

ised segment as per the Economiic Survey. Organised manufac-
tunng also continues to be dominated by small firms, whereas,
vey, it factories (those

employing more than100 workers) that employ a larger share of
workers, pay higher wages and have higher labour productivity.

Sucer

Buti ibuti DP: i )
ment. inIndiahasnotemerged
asan engine of mass eng unlike in thy

nz;ecmryofA_\an ecnnum:smd:aqureaaudChmIthasnot
provid

year,and those:
avenues, the low-
buit to either remain on the farm or engage in gig work. Therein
remains India’semployment challenge,

And,wMoutsuch

The Jane Eyre
Beijing doesn’t get

HARLOTTE BRONTE'S Jane Eyre is an unlikely her-
oine for a state seeking to teach young women a mod-
erate face of feminism and the value of domesticity.
Plain, financially constrained, lacking in social capital

be,but

asn't
“Icanlivealone, if self- andci
reunre mesoto do I need notsell mysoul tobuybliss.”
thathaslentthe novel
such appeal in China since it was first introduced in translation
in the early 1920s. Now, howevar. the Cnmse state has made it
yreading for nij arguably for quite
different reasons: Beijing is waging an uphill campaign against
plummeung birthand mamage rates. A19th- century romance,
withil iented towards
homeand hearth, could workasuseful pmpaganda Inthismod-
emls( state ding, Eyre is it butnot i
505 butnot but
unmistakably feminine. She is proof that a woman can have a
mind of her own without tummg herbackon the doma;uc
And yet, th ripts to this reading. the
end of Jane Eyrei: byclarity. from
it when staying would have meant becoming lesser, unequal.
Onlylater, withani ofherown
it guamntees does she return to Rochester, Love becomes, in
ling, a choice, not asurrender. Perhapsthatisthe les-
sonyoung readers will take away from it.

Aid may be dead. Long live
international development

Gandhi'sfirst fight
was forthe vote

0

HENUMBER i In-
ternational aid flows recorded
anunprecedented drop by over
23 percentlastyear; acontinued

fallis projected for this year. US

forthemtoworkin:

bal narratives. Even as great powers throw
temper tantrums, developing countries
should join forces not just to preserve but to
fundamentally revamp multilateral organ-

GAINST THE backdrop of the raging SIR contro-
versy, Gandhi Jayanti is an opportune moment to
recall the young lawyer Mohandas Gandhi and his
ilsi frica, i imewas
todenyIndianstheirvote. Hisfirst political

President Donald Trump’s decisiontoaxe  isations. The opportunity the aid crisis cre- — mlewas not satyagrala but Lhenghtm vote. In July 1894, the
AMR[ TA 80-85 per cent of USAID prmects and  atescanbeused proactive;ly. forinstance, to CUbAy nment proposed to¢ i artof
NARLIKAR co! buttk make the WTO systematically more devel- BHASKAR colonial policy. In his petition to Lord Ripon, Secretary of State
1 from other d i to dwng~ op! friendly. - for the Colonies, Gandhi wrote that an Indian without the vote
ji i priorities, 1 and  velopedcountriesdugin their heels, the Glo- would lose “self-respect, toremain m the Colony Ayearlatar he
ds icdi Thedeclinehitssome  bal South inserted and transformed warned that the: were “too
ofthe poorestand neediest recipients hard,  development narratives in the WTO. The dreadfulto comemplate
4 o e failed Duha Devp,,,nmpm was ‘That fight, i It ‘Indiaand what
natives. Forsome, is proving the heenvisioned forthe free Indian citizen. In the decades preceding
to be existential; the human costs of this  transformation of the * trade m)t aid” nar 1947, many in Congress and in Whitehall argued that India was
must be acknowledged and addressed. But  rativeintothe “aid fortrade” l'um!u]a. Devel too ﬂlnmrate, idd d diverse for auunudnuum' Gandhi
aswe look to the future of international de- nnment today. Rut ally. In Harijanthrough
velopment i 1d of aic thecon- i remind them- the 1920s, he argued that universal adult franchise must be the
text needs highlighting. selves of their past successes and join forces basis from day one, for it compels the powerful to listen. At the
While recogmsmo me chaﬂenges we againto reduecnradenacrauvsandpchms 1931 Round Table Conference, he demanded it without qualifi-
must avoi agenda. cation, formen: :md women, richand poor, literate and illiterate,
from people on the ground, and excessive ’I‘hn’d thereare manybad reasons inter- maspecnveof d There, frompersonal
and by donors, up: hastoday oters' listsc
lended toaffect even«ud packages Lhat came Blll dmong a few of the good reasons some 1896 in Durban, Mohandas Gandhi found his name onan elec-
wuh Lhebes[ ofi aid should end toral roll even though he had not applied. Agand.lda[e knuwmg,
the up ln[he dustbin, one is the disregard they afewIndi: rhpvmp hadincluded G: ithout
cost of the recipients’ strategic autonomy.  showed for questions of deep ecology. One it Recalling thi
Aid politics has thus been a fraught affair,  explanation is that they were West-centric, hesaid, “Sii 1 K how voters'li d.”
andtheold architecturewascreakingunder —and merefore. a]so anthropocentric. They Elections in free India have been plagued by money and
the weight of legitimacy, i andac- wereil ising, let alone in- muscle power, but never have so many citizens been disen-
ility issues. A rethink al(ermmve perspectives and franclnseden masse aslwmesm tainting the moral sheen [m:
islong overdue for all parties involved. In-  lifestyles from indigenous, Southern civil- weight toeach:
stead of bemoaning the drying up of aid  isations that have honoured the oneness of recall[hls on Oclobcrz"lndxa adopted universal adult: fmnchnse
flows, we should be exploring alternative  human, multi-species and planetary well- ingin 1950, wk oc-
routesforinter Inthat being. As new approaches try to fill the togive ItwasGandhi’sidea
vein, four ideas are outlined below. emerging vacuum of development aid, the and resolve thatlater becamethe law. Today, the SIR has made a
First, international development facesa  Global South can have a constructive, ide- mockery of the sanctity of the citizen and the vote,
host of challenges. But one source of those  ational role in producinga paradigm shift. If rolls are revised in an illegal manner that contracts rather
ised Finally, areit by the Global South thanexpandsvoter lists, thisis arepeat of what Natal did in 1894,
tum o raform old models of aid through “de- using venal thevoter inktheir
inwards, andream|Aa]soholdsdkeymen mand-driven” “bottom-up” approaches will 5 rights. On Gandhi Jayanti, those part of the administrative ma-
hancingt ofpartsofthe  not suffice. More-than-human species can- On Gandhi chinery steering the SIR, all sworn to abide by the Constitution,
Aid politics has  Global South. Evenasthe US, China,theEU  not speak up for themselves, and there are Jayanti,those  must abide by the Gandhian counsel and the three tests. First,
beenafraught — andotherstry torealign and secure their still far too few humans willing to include partofthe pectordiminishiit?Second,
affai ply chail i i their rights i d dignity in their i enocso o istheroll prepared i i iththe
affair,and b theircritical min- d - ds. O India’ i admlms.tmtlva of victory ofa particular candidate” in mmcL thevery manipula-
theold erals, portsand other resourcestoestablish o the G20 deserves to be regarded as path- machinery tion Gandhisaw in 18967 Third, isthe ated asaright
architecture new partnerships. If they play theircards ~ breaking is that it recognised the deeply in- steering the to be protected ora privilege to be granted?
was ereaking nglexé su;h panners[k{x;]i witll.l not Elc one- b e 1 réal;ure of: a”fth 2 b;x\d SIR, all sworn . u;. fthi isnot i Tt
" sided and extractive er, theywillcome  hence advanced the cause of the well-being N “clvicide” i itizenti to “disfranchiside”
um'ierthc gy transfers, i ofboth i to abldf' hy the i it isenfi ).AsGandhi in1894,
weight of velopment, training, job creation,and long-  practitioners to take a cue from this ap- Constitution,  anelection is not an event but the constitutional guarantee that
legitimacy, term The it proach, wemight getanewmodel ofaid that mustabideby  thew till counts. On his bi isi f Gandhi India
1 the major | hens the Global isfitforour: i must remember — not just the man with a staff, but the young
emcxentq{]?lri‘d South’sbargaining hancl the Gﬂ]“d};?j!: lawyerwhounderstood that anameonalistisaright. andaname
accountability Second, multilat- The writer orr,  counselandthe g,y ofrissiate-endorsed turpitude.
issues eralism hits developing countries hard. and honuraryfelluwamarwm College, three tests
Multilateral institutions are useful settings University of Cambridge The writer is director, Society for Policy Studies, New Delhi
A0YEARSAGO i e N .
fromthe! ane Minister, Rajiv Gandhl lhat werechallenging old dogmasand redis-
October 2,1986 THE MAYOR of Neanrk‘ declined theCentreh coverlng i pofstate
unveil the eight-f Mahatma  onth it Tam|| Nadu. DunngtheSO I wu;.i. ally gi
" = GandhlatUnmn Parkln i o i the Pri ‘soffice  toavision ofthefu!ure which, he said, rested
!& INDIAN EXPRESS uumu.., issi the US will inNew Delhi, freedom.
E ———— B 4 anend Civilri {Rustin,per-  Gandhiof th feelings of the people of

Hiudi will nat be
imposed, says PM

1l

sonal secretary of Martin Luvher King and first

Tamil Nadu arising outofacircularissued by
the

issuedby - 3moreheldin Vaidyacase

o Black American to protest outside the British
= High Commission in Washington during Quit the useof Hindi as the official language THREE MORE persans, including awoman,
. India Movement, will lead the ceremonies. have been arrested in Durg and two
= . " drensh
= PM assuranceonHindi Re aga“l sindianec anonty as raids and searches of suspected extrem-
DECLAR{NGTHAT‘ dia had cap the ist hid; inued, official in
THE TAMIL Nadu Chief Minister, MG R: spiritof US President Raipur said.
epaper.indianexpress.com
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@ WHAT THE OTHERS SAY
Faced with rising mortgage
costs. governments should
resist stoking demand.

— Financial Times
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THEBEST OF BOTHSIDES

Aweekly column, which offers not this-versus-that, but the best of both sides, to inform the debate

Can a global governance architecture for Al work without Be

Regulation needs
China onboard

Open-Ended Working Group (OEWG) open
toallmembersand aUS-backed GGE. Both
reaffirmed the 11 norms in 2021. A perma-
nent UN mechanism has since succeeded
the OEWG, still non-binding.

L J Two lessons follow. First, consensus
SUBIMAL BHATTACHARJEE norms are achievable only when the prin-
B . cipal adversaries sit at the table. Second, a
decade-long, consensus-driven process
HELAST fortnight cannot itha whose

fault lines in the global debale capabilities shift every few months.
onALAtthe UN Security Coun- ‘What would suit Alisalayered architec-

cil, Anthropic’s Dario Amodei
warned that, if

nuera[herthanasingleueaty Bindingna-
tionallav lab iesoper-

poorly, Al could pose a risk to humanity as
awhole, while OpenA[s Sam Altman cau-

ate; internationally agreed capability
thresholds that (rigger pre-deployment

tioned that ould | Lof
its future. Rarely does an industry seek its
own regulation. Yet in the same chamber,
Michael Kratsios, the US President sscience
and technology advisor, rejected any cen-
tralised international control of AL

Days later, President Donald Trump
hosted technology chiefs at the White
House and unveiled a voluntary accord.
Companies pledged internal model moni-
toring, a team to verify it, outside auditors
and independent board oversight. Trump
called the pledges “morally binding”. Self-
regulation is now American doctrine.

testing: der incident
reporting; an II’CC -style scientific body to

ILLUSTRATION: CR SASIKUMAR

ijing at the table?

Don’t wait for
aconsensus

SMRITI PARSHEERA

HE CHORUS for Al govern-
ance is growing stronger,
though not everyone is sing-
ing the same tune. Senior
executives from companies
such as Anthropic, OpenAl and Google
DeepMind have been rallying for “pacing
the frontier” — an internationally coor-
dinared effort to recalibrate Al's tempo

main channel for global Al governance
but remains wary of what it labels as
‘Western-centric agendas.

In July this year, Beijing initiated an
alternative institutional path for global
Al governance through the World Artifi-
cial Intelligence Cooperation Organisa-
tion (WAICO). Twenty-nine countries be-
came foundmg members of the

ion

To cashinon next
tech boom, India
needs the right chips

N
SIGNALTONOISE

BY RAJEEV CHANDRASEKHAR

OR THE first time in history,
technology is not one factor
among many drivingeconomic
growth. It is the foundation on

in compute and value. In this environ-
ment, the opportunity ranges between 6
per cent gross margins on commodity
wire-bond packaging and 50-70 per cent
2ross IP-owning chip desij

Conventional wire-bond packagingis
facing relentless margin compression.
‘Advanced packaging — CoWoS integra-
tion of GPUs and memory — commands
25-35 per cent margins. ISM 2.0 must take
usthere,

The strategy of investment is critical:
Directed atdesign IP, research institutions,
and fab capability. India has no dedicated
semiconductor research institution with

whichallotherprogressisbeing  the required depth. A National Semicon-
built. India's semiconductorand Alchoices  ductor Research Institute — co-invested
in the next three years will d ifit  byg andindustry, to
can becomeaprincipal playeri el v, design [P, and
oomy of this century. the talent pipeline — was partof ISM 1.0’s

Taiwan is indispensable to the world
economy because it has mastered semi-
conductor fabrication. South Korea’s
KOSPI returned 72 per cent in 2025,
driven by Samsung and SK Hynix riding
the Al chip supercycle Chma has de-

vision. It must not be delayed further.
The Al revolution has split the semi-
conductor market in two. Training Al —
building the models — is consolidating
around Nvidia’s CUDA ecosystern and
custom ASICs fmm hyperscalers. That

market i

ployed anest towards
semiconductor self-sufficiency since
2015. The US passed the CHIPS Act —a
$53billion direct subsidy, catalysing $450
billion in private investment.

closed.
iawjd::open'f'L diversity

ofi
edge, device, defence, agriculture, and
industrial applications is so Inrge thatno

Indiahastwoofthethreei single can Pur-
for technological greatness: Demo- built i ence chips d
graphic scale and intellectual 50-70 per cent gross margu)s Im:hahas
capital. Ourengi ienti: 1,25,000 chip d

at the forefront of global Al and
semiconductor development.
India ically underinvestedin

Its functions will include promoting

“supply-demand matching” of Al stan-

dard setting, and international conver-

gence on global Al governance.
WAICO's membership is open to any

interested country, Some commentators

have contrasted this with the Ilberal‘

icand rule-of-la

establish shared facts:and, fc
pable systems alone, anJAEA -type venﬁ—
cation regis

ca-

toring. The 20-nation pmposal
approximates this.
However, sucha ucceed

without China, the only country besides
America with genuine frontier capability.
Its open-weight models already power ap-
plications across Asia, Africa and Latin
America, placing them beyond any regime
mmgovemsonly Westemdﬂve]opexs Beij-

Do-

neously opened a channel to Beijing, After
the Trump-Xi summit, both agreed onan
Al mcldem i

it tightl -
rithm registries, generative Al ruleq and
y labelling of synthetic content.

Internati itp

Middle powershave moved further. Twenty
countries and the EU, including Germany,
South Africa, Canada, Australia, the UAE
and Singapore, called for keeping Alunder
human control, possibly through a global
oversight body. Tellingly, neither the USnor
Chinasigned; nor did India.

Four models now compete. The EU
offers binding, risk-tiered legislation.
America favours market-led voluntarism.
China practises state-directed, sector-spe-
cific control. A loose international layer of
OECD principles, UNESCO recommenda-
tions, summitdeclarationsandaUNscien-
tific panel supplies vocabulary without ob-
ligation. None suffices alone.

The history of cyber governance is in-
structive, The UN Group of Governmental

Experts (GGE), first convened in 2004,
spenta decade establishing that interna-

Alasadevelop-
ment right, champions UN-centred govern-
ance and has proposed a world Al cooper-
ation organisation, an offer many
developing countries find attractive. A re-
gime excluding Beijing would become a
Western club, inviting a parallel Chinese
bloc of standards. The nascent US-China
incident channel is the minimum founda-
tion; it must eventually extend into multi-
lateral confidence-building. The middle
powers must build an architecture both
giants can laterjoin.

India’s prude_n[ ccurse 1s to |0m any
open

forbetterrisk
civil society organisations would like m
see aglobal moratorium on the develop-
mentandsale of frontier Al models until
binding safeguardsare put in place.

On Tuesday, leading US Al com-
panies gathered at the White House to
signanew Accord on SuperIntelligence,
which takes a considerably softer, volun-
tary approach. The “morally binding” ac-
cord speaks of building robust internal
controls, independent external evalu-
ation, and oversight by an independent
committee of the company’s board.
However, the actual standards and en-
forcement mechanisms are not spec-
ified, affording significant discretion to
the participating companies.

This comes in response to multiple

i ised and i

behaviour exhibited by frontier Al
agents, Al-related risks were also promi-
nently discussed during the recent UN
General Assembly. Finland and Norway
initiated an international effort, now en-
dorsed by 28 countries, through “A Call
for Control of Frontier Al Models™. The
signatories are seeking coordinated in-
ternational action on the governance of
tmntler AL Their three-step agenda
incl 'y pre- deplovmem

sight on equitable access to compute and
models. It should use the credibility of
hosting the AlTmpact Summitand serving
on cyber GGEs to bridge frontier powers
and the Global South. It must strengthen
its AT Safety Institute so that Indian evalu-

tionallaw Its2015re-
port produced 11 voluntary norms of re-

regimes. And it should
seek a seat in any incident-reporting

knowingly allow their territory to be used

k, since harms originating else-
wherewill land in Indian markets.

with other Alinitiatives. such
as the Global Partnership on Artificial In-
telligence and the G7 Hiroshima Process.
As an intergovernmental organisation,
WAICO could alse serve as a site for for-
mal consensus-building that goes
beyond the soft-law-centric approaches
in other forums. Yet, its positioning as a
China-led initiative could limit the prac-
tical expansion of WAICO's footprint out-
side the Global South.

technologicalsovereignty. The riskisshar-
pening fast. The US government’s moves
restricting access to cer-
tain Al models were a
clear signal that technol-
ogy denial is part of the
geopolitical toolkit. An
India that does not build
its capability will find
itselfon the wrongside of
that divide permanently.
India Semiconductor
Mission, Design Linked
Incentive (DLI), and In-
diaAl Mission are the
right first moves. I was
partoftheteam that built
themunder PM Narendra
Modi’s leadership. But

Inapositi theUSand
China recently opened the door for a bi-
lateral dialogue to debate the risks and
benefits of advanced Al But a broader
consensus on AL governance remains
elusive. That, however, cannot be a rea-
son forinaction by the rest of the world.
Neither should it become an excuse to
allow the tech industry to play an out-
sized role in defining what constitutes a
suitable mode of governance. However,
the latest White House accord places the
ball firmly in the industry’s court.

Given these realities, where should
Indialocate itselfin the global Al govern-
ance debate? As a country that is ad-
mittedly notat the forefronl of frontier
Albuti: of

first

Theques-
tion is whether India will now make the
second, smarter set of moves that turn
these foundations into genuine techno-
logical momentum.

AtSEMlCON l.u(ha 2026, the numbers
lookedis

tobuild them. Indla s DIR-V programmie
on RISC-V open-source cores eliminates
ARM licensing costs. IndiaAl's sover-
eign compute programme, defence pro-
curement, 5G infrastructure, and a bil-
lion-user ~ domestic
market provide ready
demand anchors.
What is missing is
capital that funds Indian
fabless companiesall the
way to commercial tape-
out, not just prototypes.
DLI must be expanded.
ISM 2.0 should create a
Chip Design Commer-
cialisation Fund at Rs
1,000-crore scale —
modelled on NITF —and
designate at least two
sovereign Al inference
chip programmes with
guaranteed government offtake. Those
two changes, delivered in the next
budget, would do more for India’s semi-
conductor future than more wire-bond
packaging projects.
I was part of the team that built the
luctorMission, DLI,and In-

um(s appmved Rs 164 lakh croreincom-

diaAl because I believe that India’s econ-
= TrihaAT agadi tsonbuild:

in produc-

tion. ISM 2.0 followed with a further Rs
1.2751akh crore. But behind the momen-
tumsits astructural problem that mustbe
named: Nineofthose12approved unitsare
conventional ATMP/OSAT facilities —
wire-bondasembly‘tmdng marldng,a.nd

most subsntu!able most lechnologlcaﬂy
of the value chain.

such models, India has a dlrec[ interest
in risk-mitigation and accountability

testing and i for
Al companies, common incident repor-
ting standards, and an institutional
mechanism to enable standard-setting
and verification.

These are significant proposals,
but their path to implementation
remains unclear.

Notably, neither the US nor China, the
two nations at the forefront of the geo-

for frontier AL Its positioning
on digital sovereignty also supports
a claim to greater representation
and agency in defining the rules of the
game, This serves as a rational basis for
India to lend its support to the Finland-
Norway proposal.
Finally, the hype around frontier Al
should not drown out the more immedi-
ate needs of robust Al governance in the

for wrongful ICT acts, should not attack Thecyber norm political dy of frontier Al joined  country. Ratherthan waiting for the cata-
critical or re-  without still matter: They theinternational call. The US continues  strophic risks and posqlhllmes of artifi-
hould request build jonand i issi il il cial general i

for assistance, and should responsibly re-
port vulnerabilities, The General Assembly
endorsed them.
After the 2016-17 GGE deadlocked over
= 4 . A

language. Almay not grant the world adec-
ade to learn. Rule-making must be swift
and inclusive.

with expectations of responsible conduct
by Al companies as its preferred ap-
proach. It has also been emphatic in re-
jecting any aIobahsl scheme of control

for super " at the UN level or

ian law, the General Assembly in 2018 cre-
ated two tracks: A Russian-sponsored

adviser and author of The Digital Decades:
0n 30 Years of the Internetin India

otherwise. China, in contrast, has main-
tained that it respectsthe UN's role asthe

hat may arise in
future, we need impactful legal and in-
stitutional safeguards to guvem the AT

L ructural problem

ing this capability. But the path of least

what can be approved quickly and
measure success by investment commit-
thanbythest n
thosei: create. India
ent, domestic demand, and a PM with the
vision to back these goals. What it needs
nowisadirect nationalstrategy toward de-
signand i

is important. The electronics PLI worked
on China+1 logic: Apple and Samsung
needed to diversify their manufacturing
bases, PLI incentives closed the cost gap,
and India delivered. India now assembles
25-28 per cent of all iPhones globally. This
isoneof PM Modi's most impactful indus-
trial policy achievements.
Butsemiconductorsarenot experienc-
ingsupply-chain diversification. They are
experiencing an architectural revolution.
Nvidia's datacentrerevenue went from $3
billion in 2020 to $47 billion in 2024. The

Alerai of

Fordecades, India has missed or been
adistant player in major economic and
industrial supercycles. This supercycle,
we do not intend to miss. The countries
that write the story of this century will be
those that design the chips the world runs
on. India has every capability to be
among them.

The writer, former MP, former minister
of state for Electronics & Information
Technology, Government of Inclia,

is BIP Kerala state president and

MLA for Nemom. Views are personal

systems that are already emb din
everyday life.

The writer is a lawyer and
digital rights

LETTERS TO

THE EDITOR

‘WHENEVER THERE is an official crack-
down on Indian cartoons, as has just hap-
pened to the work of Satish Acharya and
Manijul,aNehruviancontrastiscited. A high
point from where the state’s tolerance has
slided. The good old dayswhen PMJawahar-
lal Nehru walked acrossto i his

Thecartoon,

pressand displayed them big with captions
translated into Hindi and Gu)aran
EditorG

to the political language he was perfecting.
A bas:c language that shared a common

a
Guijarati translation for the word “cartoon”.
Perhaps he did not insist because, like “cin-
ema”, soon the C word for the funny picture

amirror and the Mahatma

barristershed suitand boot,

Pilothero

DESPITE SUFFERING serious knife
injuries and bleeding heavily, the In-
diancaptain, Smit Machchhar, dis-
played remarkable courage, presence

Spirit of Bandung

AS MABaby notes, therelevance of
Bandung lies in its emphasis on sov-
ereignty, equalityand cooperation
among navons, lagreethat these

of mindanda frespon-
sibility (‘Mid-airscare', IE, October 1).
Reportssay that he managed toopen

pr inent to BRICS
asitexpands and accommodates
countries with diverse interests (‘in

cartoon had both. C:
intermsof nghlandwmng Andx[ wasaser-
ialart
ontl ication. It

yarition representing passive

became part of all Indian Dravi-
i were the first

powerok cinema in the 1950s. In 1966, Bal

Thackeray put the cartoon to lethal use in

lannchmg, h:s own regional party. Both

one-sided

good friend Shankar's weekly are dutifully
recounted. The citation no longer shames
ities into course- i

potential ofthe visualimage, movingorstill.
Cinema was used to build political heroes
dtt i itical rival

In any case, nothing Nehruvian would
cut much ice with the dispensation run-
ning the country for over a decade. But it
cannot ignore a Gandhian factoid: Bapu
had abigger involvement with cartoons
than Nehru. In the global phase of his ca-
reer, the barrister from Gujarat edited Iz-
dian Opinion from Johannesburg. He ran
cartoons reproduced from the English

Gandhi instead delved into the very DNA of
the cartoon, its core strength to subvert. He

fitted with LheGandhmn pracﬂceo!pmlmt—
ll)" ist

ment. Leaderofagradualist non-revolution-
ary movement, Gandhi had to constantly

resistance. Not one of these unsparing

faultfinders could find anything in his

politics that was at odds with Lhe image.
On home turf, cartoo Shankar

\IE, October 1), Building on

and switched to Khadi. A decade later, his thecockpit door, enabling crew: aftermath of BRICS, going back to
Thenews absence or presence at the Round Table and and
cleart upby’ iy ker. Other pilots thisidea, India can help ensure that
toonists from Emery Kelen to David Low. who bappened w be: on board then dxfferences withinthegrouping do
afterday  America’s Daniel Fitzpatrick drew him as helped stab ftand bring

itsafely tothe ground. The incident
hasshocked people around the

areas of practical
cooperauon.'[‘mde, investment, re-
silient supply chains, digital

world. Captain 1
determination and devotion to hlS
duty, even while grievously injured,
deserve our: deepe:( admlrauon Our

negotiate and buy time. struggled with the man Sarojini Naidu called
Back in India, Gandhi quickly lost this ~ Mickey Mouse. How do you frame the 5'5”
luxuryofhar i Gandhi ith British viceroys, some of

ist outsider. He soon became the country’s
biggest newsmakerandaprimetarget of the
day scartoon. Here he pulled off the biggest

them like Linlithgow a good one foot taller?
Shankar elongated Bapu and often made
him stand clearly taller than the Britisher

reprinted British news c: practi-
it i i i Heknew
they were unwittingly echoing him, asking
why the burdened colonial White man
wasn't exactly following the civilisational
values he swears by.
Gandhi found in the cartoon the mirror

history. Hetrans-

formed himselfinto the: slmpleﬁl possible

formany cubcartoonist could get and a vet-

eran like Ranga would even[ually iconise

into a single ﬁowmg line. The first sumngs
oftl

inSeptember, 1917.1 ar lhe Madurai AICC. The

dly,

1f we ban and bury a work practice so
central to our history. how do we retell
these stories?

The writer is chief cartoonist, The Indian
Express. ep.unny@expressindia.com

epaper.indianexpress:com EE =

tain Machchharand his fanuly atthis

energy secur-
ity, and development offer consider-
ablescopetoadvance sharedinter-
ests, The Bandung spirit can also be

ith Cap- reflected in anapproach that
respects member states’
choices encour-

difficult time, We pray for hi:
and complete recovery. We must
commendthe crew, the additional

aging dialogue onissues affecting the
wider Global South. India’s: snateglc

pilotsonbeard and th can by
whorosetotheoccasion inanextra- mented by constructive eng,agemenl
ordinary dhelpeden- rather than ali; with compet-
sure everyone'ssafety. ing geopolitical positions.

Tharcius S Fernando, Chennai

Kolkata

Vaibhav Goyal, Chandigarh
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PMS promise

SEBTI’s new rules can help expand PMS segment

industry is among the fast-growing

T he Portfolio Management Services (PMS)

of India’s fi 1 markets. Itis

just as well that the Securities and Exchange Board of
India has turned its attention towards this space.
Assetsunder management of the PMS industry have
grown at a compounded annual growth rate of 13 per
cent over the last seven years and currently stand
around 45 lakh crore; which amounts to almost half
the assets managed by the mutual fund industry.

el

The SEBI’s PMS regulatory framework
was last reviewed in 2020. But given the
addition of numerous asset categories since
thenand the changing requirements of the
market, an overhaul of these rules was in
order. The changes being made by SEBI to
PMS regulations will expand its reach while
increasing investment avenues for PMS
managers. The most significant change in
the regulation is the creation of anew
category of PMS players through Portfolio
Management Route for Investing in Mutual
Fund units (PRIM). With mutual funds
becoming the primary vehicle for savings for
most mass affluent investors, there was a
need to make PMS affordable to this cohort,
so that they can manage their fund
portfolios better. SEBI is trying to cater to
this demand, creating a new category of
portfolio managers who manage only direct
plans of mutual funds including index funds,
exchange traded funds and specialised
investment funds. The minimum
investment for this route is lower at 325
lakh, compared to ¥50 lakh under regular
PMS schemes, The management fee in
PRIM is also lower, at 1 per cent of assets
under management, though profit-sharing
arrangements are allowed.

The lower investment limit will help
increase the PMS client base beyond the
high networth individual cohort. Though
the AUM of the PMS industry has grown
steadily in recent years, the number of
clients stands at just 2.19 lakh, and the
number of portfolio managers is just 515.
The regulator is trying to increase the
number of portfolio managers by
encouraging them to choose the PRIM
route. The qualification criteria for the
principal officers of PRIM have been
lowered to include graduates with two
years’ market experience, while net worth of
these entities has been set ata lower level of
%2 crore. This opens the path for mutual
fund distributors, who are already advising
their clients informally, to obtain PRIM
registration and manage the portfolios fora

ee.
SEBI has also increased the basket of
securities in which portfolio managers can
invest. Allowing PMS managers to invest in
securities overseas is agood idea, given the
opportunities in the technology sector.
These investments must however be within
the permissible LRS limits of the client.
PMS schemes can also invest in initial public
offerings and investment grade,
non-convertible debt securities under
discretionary PMS. Given that the clients of
PMS have higher risk-taking ability, opening
these markets for PMS schemes can
improve demand for these securities.

OTHER VOICES.

[T Nztiona

It's time to move beyond emergency ald

The

view of the i

system is that it is

designed to tackle emergencies. Certainly, it is true that aid networks have a
critical, often life-saving, role to play in sudden crises. Sadly however, many
areas of conflict and displacement are now witnessing longer-term events
that present an enduring backdrop to millions of people’s lives. Protracted
and increasingly interconnected conflicts in the Middle East and Africa,
including in Yemen, several Horn of Africa countries as well as in Palestine
and Lebanon, require further attention as traditional aid budgets - and
accepted ways of doing things - seem unable to cope. OECD donor aid fell
by 23 per cent last year, with global humanitarian assistance declining by 36
Per Cent. (aeu bias SeFTeMaER 30)

GLOBAL

TIMES

World gets

‘bul ful China b

Peace and security are deﬁnlng features of China’s governance and hallmarks

of Chinese modernization. Peaceful China is a light that millions upon millions
of Chinese people, secure in their daily lives, shine into.a world that is far from
peaceful. It safeguards the everyday lives of millions of families while

CKG NAIR
VSHUNMUGAM

ndian equities markets have

recorded their eighth straight

weekly loss. Over the last

weekend, President Trump

rejected Iran’s proposal to end
the conflictand reopen the Strait of
Hormuz. Brent crude rose above $100,
the Sensex and the Nifty explored near
six-month lows, and the rupee declined
to below 96 to the dollar. Peace remains
elusive, and financial upheaval is
underway. Investors seek safety, and
economies like ours are hit first.

InMarch 2026, the West Asia conflict

led to the closure of the Hormuz Strait,
which affected 14 per cent of the world’s
oil and gas. Since July, the Houthis have
resumed attacks in the Red Sea,
controlling Mokha and Perim Island at
Babal-Mandab. On September 10,
drones attacked Saudi Arabia’s
East-West pipeline, which bypasses
Hormuz. These assaults have cut Qatar’s
gas exports by 17 per cent foran
estimated three to five years. About
two-thirds of global energy trade
depends on maritime chokepoints. As
regional rivalries grow, disruptions are
becoming commonplace.

'WHAT A LONG SHOCK DOES

Oil fundamentally influences all prices
in India. Itaffects the rupee, bus fares,
fertilizer costs, and vegetables
transported by diesel trucks. Since
January 1, Brent oil has increased by
about 63 per cent. Every ten-dollar
increase in oil price results in
approximately $18 billion leaving the
country,

The damage is evident in the data.
‘Wholesale inflation reached 9.92 per
cent in August, with fuel and power
costs up 22.93 per cent. Retail inflation
stands at 4.82 per cent, and the RBI
forecasts itwill be 5.9 per cent between
October and December. Foreign
portfolio investors withdrew ¥2.45 lakh
crore from Indian shares by September
18, surpassing the total for all of 2025.
Additionally, the rupee has depreciated
byabout 6 per cent since January,
despite abumper $135 billion inflow,
thanks to the RBI's recent efforts.

On the street, restaurants struggled
when cooking gas was rationed at the
peak of the war, and small factories saw
their margins shrink. A prolonged shock
isa slow tax on every household.

‘THE VIKSIT BHARAT QUESTION

To become a developed nation by 2047,
India must grow around 8 per cent a year
for 20 years. This growth depends on
energy,and 88.7 per cent of our crude
oil, anall-time high, is imported. Half of
our gas arrives by ship. Our target was to
cut oil import dependence to 67 per
cent, but we are 22 percentage points
short. Each external shock takes awaya

I CAMAI L A e s

India must own its

sl
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cnergy securlty

ACTION PLAN. For this, raising oil storage capacity, boosting the energy
produced at home, and completing projects on time are vital

slice of the growth that Viksit Bharat
relies on.

India has never lacked plans The
Tur an
India pipeline agreement of 2010
remains on paper. At home, too, projects
slip. The ONGC’s deepwater
KG-DWN-98/2 project was to produce
oil in March 2020. But it did so only in
January 2024. The second phase of
expansion of our strategic oil reserves,
approved in July 2021, remains
incomplete. Power trends mirror this
pattern. By August 2026, renewable
capacity reached about 296 gigawatts,
yet grid growth hasn’t kept pace. Over
five years, India achieved onlyabout 80
per cent of its transmission targets. In
the first quarter of 2026, 300
gigawatt-hours of clean energy were
wasted because of grid limitations.
Additionally, transmission lines in

jasthan and Gujarat Ik din
legal disputes concerning the habitat of
the Great Indian Bustard.

Every crisis prompts strategies. When
prices ease, they are shelved. Onion
prices at least lead toaction. Oil evokes
nothing. Rhetoricand lament won't
solvea problem that has persisted for 50
years. India needs a delivery system.
Every energy security initiative should
have a public deadline, a designated

Every energy security
initiative should have a
public deadline, a
designated owner, and
penalties for delay

owner, and penalties for delay. An
annual Energy Security Report to
Parliament should monitor each project.

THE PLAN, IN THREE BUCKETS
Here is a plan with numbers we should
hold ourselves to.

Now — the next 12 months: Caverns
and oil company tanks hold about 74
days of net oil imports, and there is no
gas reserve. Raise oil cover to 90 days
and build the first gas reserve.

Install 4 gigawatts of two-hour
battery capacity at renewable pooling
stations to capture most of the clean
power now lost.

Rupee crude and gas contracts on
Indian exchanges hedge both the fuel
and the dollar. Listed importers, airlines
and power producers must publisha
board-approved hedging policy.

Require agricultural pump sets and
industrial motors to carry star labels.
Nudge offices to adopt remote work on
days when supply is at risk.

Electric vehicles made up 12.3 per
cent of August 2026 registrations. This
should rise to 15 per cent ina year,and
make every new government vehicleand
citybus electric.

Next — one to five years: Bypass both
straits. Oman’s Ras Markaz terminal
near Dugm lies outside Hormuz and the
Red Sea. India should co-invest, book
capacity and store crude there, and seta
feasibility deadline for the
Oman-Gujarat deep-sea gas pipeline.

‘The Mahanadi find off Konark and
the And: find at Sri Vij

gigawatts of gas plants torunon
imported or domestic gas, ethanol or
compressed biogas.

Meet 100 per cent of this year’s
transmission target of 25,146 circuit
kilometres. Setup special benches be set
upto settle grid expansion-related
disputes within a year.

Meet the goal of 30 per cent electric
vehicle sales by 2030. Puta
solar-powered, battery-equipped
charging station every 25 kilometres on
national highways.

Later — five years and beyond:
Reduce oil import dependence from
88.7 per cent to 67 per cent by 2035,

Go nuclear. Reach 100 gigawatts by
2047, with small modular reactors
beside steel mills and data centres, and
private capital.

Build cities that need less fuel. Sixty
per cent of city trips are under five
kilometres. Add footpaths, cycle lanes
and bus feeders, and zone homes and
offices near metro stations.

Make all new two-wheelers,
three-wheelers and city buses electric by
2035, and most new cars by 2047.

Finally, these three numbers will tell
uswhether the plan works: the days of
coverwe hold, the share of energy we
make at home, and the share of energy
projects completed on time. The first
two are too low. We have never
measured the third. The bell has rung
from Hormuzand the Red Sea. Itwill
ring again. We must be ready before it
does.

should reach first gas within five years.
Switch fuels. Retrofit our 25

Nairisformer Director, NISM, and Shunmugamis
Partner, MCQube

Taking stock of IRDATI’s distribution reset

Insurers should report how expense savings are passed on, through premium revisions and bonus declarations

—
P Saravanan
A Paul Williams

n India, insurance is still sold rather

than bought, and for the past three

years, the seller has often been paid
far more than the service justified. On

P 23,the
and Development Authority of India
(IRDAI) released a consultation paper
titled ‘Recalibrating Economics of
Insurance Distribution’, proposing the
most sweeping reset of how policies
reach customers since it removed
product-wise commission caps in 2023.
First, the fragmented universe of

corporate agents, brokers, web
aggregators, and motor service
providers would collapse into three
categories, namely Insurance
Distribution Entities, Insurance
Distribution Persons, and Market
Infrastructure Institutions, with lower
capital requirements, reduced fees,and
the freedom to engage in other financial
and non-financial business.

cent of gross written premium to 20 per
cent of gross direct premium. Third,
commissions would be capped by
segment, channel and product
complexity.

Health policies would carry 15-20 per
cent onthe first sale, and 5-10 per cent
on renewal or porting; new vehicle
motor cover would pay nothing on the
third-party premium and 5 per cent on
own damage; and life cover sold with
loans would pay just 2 per cent on
single-premium policies.

Fourth, conduct rules would tighten,
with a ban on compulsory bundling with
loans, documented suitability, the
seller’s identity linked to every pohcv,

PREMIUMS. Surging ahead cerrvuses

surplus. Lenders feel it first, since
insurance fees make up roughly 16 per

clawback of for g
and novolume-linked incentives for
bankand NBFC staff.

THE CHANGING SCENARIO
Between FY23 and FY25, motor
premiums grew 34 per cent, while motor
commissions grew 259 per cent; in retail
health, premiums rose 53 per cent,
agamstan 118 per centjumpin

Second, the Expy
ceiling for life insurers would become a
company-level limit of 15 per cent of
gross direct premium within two years
and 12.5 per cent within five years, while
general insurers would glide from 30 per

Banks with multiple
insurer tie-ups paid out an average of 33
per cent of new business premium,
rising to 72 per cent in some cases,
compared with 13 per cent for single
tie-ups. The reset will redistribute this

centof pre-pi ng profit at
Yes Bankand 12 per centat IDFC First
Bank, and brokerages estimate 3-25 per
cent of pre-tax profit for select NBFCs.
Insurers may see weaker bank
volumes at first but should gain from
lower acquisition costs. IRDAI may cap
what insurers pay banks, but staff
remuneration within banks falls under
the Reserve Bank of India, so sales
targets could quietly reappear as general
performance bonuses. The principle of
‘same structure, same functions, same
norms’also sits uneasily with a 25 per
cent cap for agents, compared with 20
per cent for banks and brokers, when

selling the identical long-term plan.

IRDAI need to use the consultation
window to close these gaps without
diluting its core intent. Ajoint IRDAI
and RBI circular on incentives for bank
and NBFC staff would stop arbitrage at
its source. Insurers should report how
expense savmgs are passed on, through
premium revisions in general insurance
and bonus declarations in life insurance.
Clawback should be triggered by
objective markers such as free-look
cancellations, early lapses, and
complaints upheld by the Insurance
Ombudsman. Rewards for underserved
areas should be tied to PIN codes
verified through the Public Insurance
Registry.

Commission should be disclosed in
rupees at the point of sale, notasa
percentage buried in abrochure. A clear
transition schedule would ease the
shock for agents and bank staff whose
livelihoods depend on this chain,and a
formal review after two years would
allow correction based on evidence. If

with care, we could
a shift from insurance sold to insurance
bought.

of Fil
IIM Tiruchirappalli, and Williamsis the Head of India at
Sernova Financial
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Al security and safety
Thisis with reference to ‘Guardrails
challenge’ (October 1). The Al safety
pact between the US President
Donald Trump and technology giants
has certain limitations which weaken
the framework. Firstis the
self-regulation clause and second is
thatit is only “morally”, but not
“legally” binding, Self-r

coordination through asuitable
multilateral mechanismare essential

leadingrefinery’ (October 1).
Despite

includingsweet, sour and heavy.
RV Baskaran

conservationareas, Local
communities should participate in

components of a Al safety. prevailing in energy security due to Pune mapping, restoration and

framework. Besides the six layers, the never ending West Asiawar, management, since their fivelihoods

thereisaneed for aseventh layer: India has been consistently and Protect pasture lands aredirectly connected to these

third party stress testing of the diplomatically handling the situation This refers to ‘India can no longer ‘commons, Governments can

frontiermodels prior totheirrelease  in securing domestic energy needs. overloak its p: ' (October ientific ingwith

to (he public. This would enable Besides, it has bec fthe . I deserve greater traditional knowledge toimprove
d objective,and largest glob of crude oil ause they support g tices and prevent

it I fth witha ities tosuppl Pasture

not be effective as companies are

critical mindset, keeping the Al safety

refined oil products to countries in

livestock, rurallivelit

biodiversity and the ecological health

management should be treated as an

contributing Chinese wisdom, Chinese solutions and Chinese strength to driven by competitionwithnotonly ~ boundariesin view. need. Energy sourcing hasexceeded  of dry regions, Their an and economic
global security governance. A working conference on the Peaceful China domestic rival companies, but also Kosaraju Chandramouli 40 countries, indicating the trust and increase pressure on farmers, priority. Protecting commons today
Initiative was held in Beijing. A recent instruction made by Chinese President Xi rival nations. As pointed out inthe Hyderabad confdence the India Inc enjoys in particularly on rural resilience
Jinping was conveyed at the conference. Xi stated that since the 18th CPC edirial, public accountabilty the global arena. Indian refineries common grazing resources. tomorrow.
National Congress in 2012, significant progress has been made in building a ceable oil have the unique capability of Protecting these ands, owever, A Senthil Kumar
safe China, making the country one of the safest in the world. @eunc, tandardsand This refers to ‘Indi ype crude q: ingthem Kaniyur, TN
Jamshed Tata o, 114, N2, DIGHAMIDC, T Vishn Nagar, DIGHA, Navi Mt ., IsSH 09717528
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RBI’s inflation-fix formula

FIT framework ensures macroeconomic stability

—
Abhinav Banka
Surjith Karthikeyan

ndia's monetary policy

framework has witnessed

evolution over the years, with
no such frameworks in place
during the first few decades after
Independence. The Banking
Regulation Act 1949 was enacted,
followed by the Reserve Bank of
India (RBI) operationalising the
traditional tools — statutory
liquidity ratio (SLR), bank rate,
cash reserve requirements (CRR)
and open market operations.

India saw credit planning from
1960s through the mid-1980s, and
from the mid-1980s through the
late 1990s, the RBI employed

“monetary, targeting with
feedback” framework coinciding
with financial sector reforms,
‘Though price stability was key
objective, inflation remained in
double-digit.

Afterliberalisation, the RBI
considered additional
macroeconomic variables —
credit growth, exchange rate,
trade balance — inaddition to
trends ingrowth and inflation.
After FRBM Act enactment,
interestrate gradually became the
key policy tool. The RBI
introduced liquidity adjustment
facility in 1999 followed by
inflation targeting. An expert
committee recommended to the
RBI to manage liquidity by
offering term repos of different
tenors. FY1990-91 witnessed
around 13 per cent inflation, one
of the highest, reducing to 8.3 per
cent in FY2011-12 during the
global financial crisis period. In
2013, inflation slipped to
double-digit due to oil price
fluctuations and domestic supply
irregularities. Thus, these were
phases of monetary instability in
India.

FIT TO THE RESCUE

In 2016, India adopted the flexible
inflation targeting (FIT)
framework. The Preamble in the
RBI Act, as amended by the
Finance Act, 2016, provides that
the primary objective of the
monetary policy is to maintain
price stability, while keeping in
‘mind the objective of growth. As
per Section 45ZA of the RBI Act,
the Central government shall, in
consultation with the RBI,
determine the inflation target in
terms of the consumer price index

RBI. More professional now

cent over pre-FIT period (Jan
2012 to Sept 2016) to 4.7 per cent
(Oct 2016 to Oct 2025). FIT
helped enhance the monetary
policy credibility, instilling
investor confidence. In this
direction, the government
notified inflation rarget for the
period from April 1, 2026, to
March 31,2031, retaining the CPL
inflation target at 4 per cent, with
an upper tolerance level of 6 per
centand a lower tolerance level of
2 percent. The FIT period till date
reveals that the RBI hasn’t
become hawkish in its approach
towards inflation management;
rather it has become more
data-oriented, professional and
comprehensive.

The framework incorporates a
strong accountability mechanism.
Inthe event of failure to maintain
inflation within the band for three
consecutive quarters, as provided
under Section 45ZN of the RBI
Act, the central bank is required
to submita detailed report to the
government, setting out the
reasons for such failure, the
remedial actions proposed to be
taken and the estimated time
period within which the inflation
target would be achieved. This
will further reinforce policy
discipline and support inclusive
and resilient growth.

The FIT framework improved
policy credibilityand enhanced
data-oriented independent
interest rate decisions. Before
2016, monetary policy faced
frequentadjustmentsdue toan
unprofessional and biased
approach to target inflation.

Financial stability also
improved with reduction in
speculation activities and low
market volatility, enhancing trust
among investorsand businesses.
Studies have indicated that prior
to the implementation of FIT
(2010-2016), inflation volatility
reached 2.9 per cent. Inflation
volatility dropped significantly to

(CPI) once every five years. 1.6 per cent because of FIT
The extant framework has implementation in 2017-2024.
served India well over the last 10 Thus, FIT framework is key for
despite multiple chall India’s ic stability.
suchas Cov1d and Russia-Ukraine
conflict. Inflation levels Banka and Karthikeyan serve as Deputy

witnessed a distinct decline
during the FIT period — 7.3 per

Director and Director at the Government of
India.Views are personal

BISWAJIT DHAR

he Trump administration’s

transshipment scam report

released last monthisan

acknowledgment that his
Liberation Day tariffs, unleashed in April
2025 and in several later rounds, have
failed. The burden of this report is that
Chinese businesses continue to reroute,
ortransship their goods to the US
through third countries. In other words,
atrend that began after the Trump
administration slapped punitive tariffs
on China in its first tenure, continues.
The Liberation Day tariffs were perhaps
expected to choke third country
supplies, given the number of countries
that were brought under its scope. That
does not seem to have happened.

GOES SOFT ON CHINA

Meanwhile, President Trump looks
reluctant to risk punitive action against
China after issuing his 100 per cent tariff
threat. China’s President Xi Jinping’s
visit to the US bears this out. Trump’s
use of high tariffs created opportunities
for tariff arbitrage, which were taken
advantage of by Chinese and the
American businesses based in China
since the closing years of the previous
decade. While the former began
reducing their exports toan increasingly
protectionist US by diversifying into
new markets, some of the largest US
multinationals that have been operating
in China since the early years of the
millennium, relocated at least a part of
their production bases to countries that
Donald Trump had not targeted in his
first term.

Chinese businesses’ disaffection for
the USwas quite dramatic since Donald
Trump entered the White House for the
first time in 2017. US imports from
China was thenalmost 22 per cent of its
total imports, according to the US
Census Bureau. This was the highest
share since 2003, the earliest for which
US official trade data are available.
However, China Customs reported that
the US accounted for about 19 per cent
of its total exports in 2017. The
difference can possibly be ascribed to
the costs of freight and insurance, which
are included in the value of US imports.
In 2021, when Donald Trump made way
for Joe Biden, China’s share of US
imports had dropped to about 18 per
cent.

BIDEN'S INITIATIVES

During Biden Presidency, the US
administration took further measures
against China, especially against the
global production networks that were
‘hinged on the “factory of the world”.
The most significant of Biden’s
initiatives in this regard was deepening
cooperationamong US and its 13
partners in the region through the
Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for
Prosperity (IPEF). A key objective of
IPEF was to promote friend-shoring of
supply chains with IPEF member
countries to avoid over-dependence on

Genesis of the
transshipment scam

PAYING A BIG PRICE. Trump has done his country a huge disfavour by
using tariffs as a trade weapon. China has not been as hurt as the US itself

China. Coinciding with this
development, China’s share in US
imports declined even more steeply, to
less than 14 per cent of the total in 2024.
With Donald Trump directly targeting
China with a sequence of tariff hikes, the
US-China trade ties reached the lowest
point since 1998, when just 7.5 per cent
of US’ total imports came from China.

A shake -up was happening in the

The 1"eport_and beyond

The report identifies 40 countries, including
India, as being part of what it describes as
Chinal's shadow transshipment network,
whichallowed Chinese goods to enter the
US market after minor modifications were
made in thelrtemtones vncludmg “minor

countries, but on an individualised
‘reciprocal’ basis, based'on the'extent of
bilateral trade deficits with the LS. Since
these were departures from MFN rates,
they created significant arbitrage
opportunities in the process. However, the

of American in pr g, refabelling, US Supreme Courtstruck down reciprocal
China. Several US multinationals, re-invoicing, or paperwork chianges”. ‘tariffs last February as it was notratified by
including Apple, Dell and Nii Tl y ,accordingtothe the Congress.
decided to relocate from China as early White House report, after hig iffs und The Trump i ion thenturned

asin 2019, even before Trump’s trade
‘war against China took full effect.
Asurvey conducted by American
Chamber of Commerce in Chinaand
AmCham Shanghai at the end of the
previous decade showed that over 40 per
cent of 250 companies surveyed had
eitherrelocated, or were considering
relocating their manufacturing facilities
away from China due to US-China trade

Section 301 of US trade Act of 1974 were
slapped onimports from Chinato “counter
China's unfair trade practices, forced
technology transfer, intellectual property

rousing instruments suchas Section 301
and Section 232 of US Trade Act against
targeted countries, after conducting
mvesngauons ontheir alleged wrongdaings

theft and state-directed
While Section 301 tariffs were expectedto
«cause economic injury on China, Its
businesses moved their exports to the US
through “lower-tariffjurisdictions”.

Inhis second tariff assault, the tariffs

tensions. Most of these comp

eventually relocated a part of their
China operations to several South-East
Asian economies and India.

However, even before American
companies could fully relocate to their
new production hubs, the US President
declared that the relocation of the
industries from China was illegal. Now,
he blames the great transshipment scam
What Trump views as a
transshipment scam is,
in effect, a failure
of his administration’s
tariff-centric policy
to ‘make America
great again’ by bringing
capital back to the US

ppt awider swathe of

for the loss of federal revenue through
higher import tariffs, which he perceived
as the magic bullet to not only rein in the
federal deficit, but also to restrict
national debt that had topped $40
trillion, doubling since his first term in
office.

PERIL OF INCOME, JOB LOSSES
‘The White House report argues that the
annual tariff revenue loss from illegal
transshipment could have exceeded
$100 billion, by no means a small
amount given the fiscal time bomb that
the US economy is saddled with. But,
while he would continue to reel out the
hypothetical estimates of federal
revenue losses arising from his inability

cam reportisan
example) With the US Congress.
empowering Trump to Invoke tariffs by
ratifying the Lindsey O Graham Sanctioning.
Russiaand Iran Act of 2026, the US
President’s use of unilateral trade measures
couldwell be ratcheted up.

to charge import tariffs at will, questions
should be asked of Donald Trump about
the income and job losses, that have
resulted the world over, from his
ill-considered tariff war.

Ineffect, what Donald Trump views as
atransshipment scamis, in effect,a
reflection of the failure of his
administration’s tariff-centric policy to
‘make America great again’ by bringing
capital back to US. Itis also a case of his
failure to appreciate what the Biden
administration had set into motion.
‘Trump has helped China out through
the transshipment scam.

Thewriter isa Development Economist and former
Professor of JNU. Viewsare personal

thehindubusinessline.
TWENTY YEARS AGO TODAY.

October 1, 2006 *

Adverse factors affecting fireworks industry

The fireworks industry is readying to face a cracker of a season, Despite
combination of adverse factors, the industry’s production is expanding. But
prices of fireworks are, however, up 10 per cent this year as compared with the
last two years.

Reliance in a fix over ‘rescue ship’ directive

AGovernment order requisitioning a Reliance Industries’ ship to salvage a
foreign LPG carrier that ran aground near Ratnagiri coast has put the company
ina tricky situation. On one side, Reliance cannot defy the govt order, while on
the other it has been forced to shoulder a responsibility of high stakes and risk.

Lupin not to buy Artifex Finance

Trump rallies in GOP strongholds to woo voters

Catherine Lucey
Mario Parker

onald Trump is embarking
D onatravel blitzaimed at
shoring up struggling
Republicans in states he won two
-ars ago, as the President’s mood
darkens about his party’s prospects
in the November midterm elections.
In the coming days, Trump plans
toappear in Texas, Oklahoma, Ohio
and Nebraska, GOP strongholds
where a visit could deliver ajolt of
energy to his base. But the choice of

election day, Trump has become
increasingly aware of the dire straits
for Republicans after taking in polls
showing his support cratering.

VOTERS ANGRY

Surveys show Republicans rapidly
losing ground amid voter anger over
the economy and the war in Iran, as

between publicly trying to absolve
‘himself of any blame for his party’s
plight — noting during his UN
address that he s “not running” —
‘while alsolooking for ways to boost
GOP candidates and telling voters to
pretend they’re voting for him.

On Wednesday, the President said
he would be “making a tour” to help

y bullish
about retakmg the House and
possibly the Senate.

“Histravel tellsalot. I think we've
been hearing from the White House
since last December that he would

candidates and implored supporters
tovote even if they “don’t love” their
congressmen or senators in order to
keep Democrats out of power. He
also blamed the GOP’s predicament

On businessline.in

Neoclassical labour theory
undercuts our Constitution

In the Mankiw model, a
worker's claim toa living
wage is presented not as
aquestion of justice, but
as an ‘inefficiency’ to be
measured againsta
market-clearing price,
says Asmi Gupto
hitps://tinyurl.com/Ahkkzsjv

What we lose when language
becomes more informal
Language is not merely a

4 5 destinations points to a cold reality be traveling all over the country and on meﬁsagmg i
Lupin Ltd will not pursue the Mol that it signed in May this year to acquire 51 " o 2 B tool for transferring
per cent equity in Belgium's Artifex Finance, along with its subsidiaries RN hewouldbe onthe ballor,” said Marc  While Trump has soughtto information. Itis also
N ) C appearance on behalf of Short,a Republican who served in project confidence, he has ek
including Dafra Pharma. “Both parties have now mutually agreed not to pursue office-seckers in competitive states the first Tramp admmjsr.mn ledged that Demomncwms map of our relationships,
the MoU arfd to wgdependemi_\_/ pursue their respect:ye b‘usmess plansﬂand g it helps. “’l'hat]usthasn tma ed.” could subject hisa istration to *‘E. points out Prabir Kumar
continue discussions for possible areas of co-operation in the future! With lessthan five weeksuntil Trein - eatio Has 5 Yo A RETATCINC ['.r Bandyopadhyay
# Since there was no edition dated October 2, we are carrying reports P Y &t Bttps://tinyurLcom/S9y824y7
from October 1
© BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2748
EASY NOT SO EASY
ACROSS DOWN ACROSS DOWN
1. Rugger player’s position in 2. State of fact, not 1. Support advance of a rugger player (4,7) 2. Thetruthiis, one is in estate agent’s business in
scrum (4,7) imagination (7) 7. Elm, partof which one might walk underfoot (7) America (7)

7.Tread down (7)

9. A speck of soot (4)

1. Willow twig used by
basket-maker (5)

12. Generator of electricity (6)
14. Concerning fireworks (11)
18. Usual (6)

20. A secret store (5)

22. Somebody very

reticent (4)

23. Ready and prompt to
act(7)

24. Church musician (11)

3. Candid, frank (4)

4.Cuban dance (5)

5.Bend low, condescend (5)

6. Sharpen razor on leather (5)
8. Private; relating to oneself (8)
10. Fabulous (8)

13. A slighted, offended
feeling (3)

15. Lean towards (7)

16. A light meal (5)

17.To pack in tightly (5)

19. Assilvery freshwater fish (5)
21. Move in water (4)

9. Being slightly obscene, it must be replaced (4)
11.0ne rose that rambles around a twig of willow (5)
12. It may produce the power to do many a turn (6)
14. Chronic type is upset when it comes to
fireworks (11)

18. In taking out loan the Leathernecks are not
extraordinary (6)

20, The secret hoard is of money, one is told (5)
22.It's not quite the Denver boot that will make him
shut up (4)

23. s ot disinclined to be leaving somebody
something (7)

24.The singers look to him ora chemist, right? (11)

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2747

ACROSS 1. Rescind 5. Undid 8. Trident 9. Token 10. Remainder 12. Sue 13, Plain 17. Cub 19. Respected 21. Untie 22. Another 24, Fleet 25. Hundred
DOWN 1. Return 2. Swimmer 3. Ire 4. Dated 5. Utterance 6. Dukes 7. Dancer 11. Imperfect 14. Pitcher 15. Scruff 16. Adored 18. Bathe 20. Swash 23. Own

3. Nathing supplied by writer can be so frank (4)

4. Adance from Cuba or from Burma maybe (5).

5. Leave it off if there’s nothing i it, and condescend (5)
6. Harbours up a way to sharpen one's razor (5)

8. It may be a bit offensive for the small ads column (8)
10. ttch may start laughter ina way that's imaginary (8)
13. Feeling of offence shown by a favourite (3)

15. The slope that’s incorporated with the course (7)
16. A brief bite for the first name in the bag (5)

17. 1t has its thin end the golfer uses for approaching (5)
19. Cock might take such afish to be an insect (5)

21. In the which one is knowledgeable about how to
crawl? (4)

ABMBME



The §

ioneer &5

RANCHI | FRIDAY | OCTOBER 2, 2026

Editor’s

TAKE
The man we honour, the
Mahatma we forget

Today, on Gandhi's 157th birth anniversary, we remember
the man, but the harder question is whether the country
still remembers his ideals

Every October 2, India performs a familiar ritual: wreaths at
Rajghat, a dry day and a holiday. The harder question is
whether the country still remembers the man behind it.
The world he left is more fractured than the one he
confronted. His message of non-violence is lost in the din.
Global military spending was at a record $2.887 trillion in
2025, and the message of love no longer resonates with
world leaders who are hell-bent on waging wars.

Societies are split along faith, class, region and now
algorithms, with every feed rewarding outrage over
understanding. That is precisely why Gandhi matters more
than ever. His genius was method, not sentiment. The
1930 Salt March, with 78 volunteers walking about 390
km to Dandi over 24 days, shook the moral authority of an
empire. He insisted that means and ends are inseparable,
that an opponent must be persuaded rather than
humiliated, and that a leader’s credibility rests on living
what he preaches.

In a season of shouting, these are working tools of
politics. Have we forgotten him? Not his face. It sits on our
currency, in every government office and on statues in
nearly every city. What we have forgotten is his discipline.
On India’s first Independence Day, he was not in Delhi. He
was in Calcutta, fasting and praying, trying to hold a riot-
torn city together.

Set that against an India where hate speech is routine,
mob lynching has stained too many headlines, and public
life is conducted as a contest of insults. Swachh Bharat,
launched on his birthday in 2014, borrowed his broom but
missed his point: for Gandhi, cleanliness was a question of
dignity and caste, not a photo opportunity.

The replacement of the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Act with the VB-G RAM G Actin
December 2025 sharpened the question. The government
presented it as an expansion, with 125 days of guaranteed
work instead of 100. The Opposition called it erasure and
pointed to the 40 per cent burden placed on states. Both
arguments deserve scrutiny.

What is beyond dispute is that his name left a law that
had carried it since 2009. Reviving Gandhi does not mean
spinning wheels or wearing khadi. It means three things.
First, civility as a political obligation, with parties
competing on ideas, not contempt. Second, his talisman
taken seriously: recall the face of the poorest person you
have seen and ask whether your policy serves them.
Growth that leaves the last person behind fails his test.
Third, communal harmony treated as national security, not
aline in festival greetings. Gandhi called his life an
experiment with truth and never claimed it was finished.
The experiment now belongs to us. On Friday, let us leave
the garlands and keep the discipline.

India’s long road to a permanent UNSC seat

India’s campaign for a permanent seat on the UN Security Council is entering a more demanding phase. While reform of the
Council remains stalled over competing claims and veto power, New Delhi must simultaneously secure support for its
immediate bid for a non-permanent seat — testing the reach of its diplomacy across the Global South, Asia and beyond

India is campaigning for both a permanent and
a non-permanent seat on the UN Security
Council. Securing a permanent seat requires sig-
nificant changes to the UN structure, which are
progressing slowly. India is seen as a key voice
for the Global South and in the Indo-Pacific.
Foreign Affairs Minister S Jaishankar, current-
ly in New York for the UN meeting, has initiat-
ed the campaign for a non-permanent seat this
year.

In August 1950, the US proposed to India,
through its ambassador, that it consider replac-
ing China as a permanent UNSC member.
Nehru reportedly dismissed this suggestion,
missing India's chance for permanent member-
ship. However, the international situation was
at the peak of the Cold War; the complexity may
have justified his stance.

New Delhi has been working for the seat for
the past 30 years as part of its foreign policy
goals. Over the years, many countries have sup-
ported India’'s candidacy, recognising its
growing influence, large population, and con-
tributions to peacekeeping. However, chang-
ing the UNSC's structure is complicated because
itrequires unanimous consent from the current
five permanent members: the United States,
Russia, China, France, and the United Kingdom.
Currently, there is no clear timeline for when,
or if, India will achieve this goal.

India believes the current UNSC structure no
longer reflects modern realities. It argues that
its status as the largest democracy and its
growing economy make it a key global player.
India's commitment to peace is shown through
its significant involvement in UN peacekeeping
missions, where it has sent many personnel to
help maintain stability.

India will need to engage in strong diplomat-
ic efforts, as Tajikistan is also vying for the Asia-
Pacific non-permanent seat on the United
Nations Security Council.

Tajikistan's support from the Organisation of
Islamic Cooperation could make the competi-
tion harder for India. To strengthen its position,
India needs more support beyond Fiji, the
United States, Austria, and Sri Lanka. Elections
happen once a year through a secret ballot and
require a two-thirds majority. even if candidates
are not opposed.

The G-4 nations support each other's ambi-
tions for permanent seats, and some European
countries back India’s bid for the UNSC.

However, challenges remain, including dis-

over how many new seats to add

INDIA IS OPEN TO A

and the controversial question of veto power
for those new members.
Despite support from various nations,

SR T et i o aatin
MAY INITIALLY tially excludes veto rights for new permanent
EXCLUDE VETO members, addressing existing members’

POWER FOR NEW concerns while promoting fairer representa-

PERMANENT tion. As External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
MEMBERS. THIS reiteralted in paréiamf]ntary sessions, India isI
actively engaged in the Inter-Governmenta

PROP%‘%‘R%%%KS TO Negotiations (IGN) on UNSC reforms.
India is working to mobilise broader
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MEMBERS WHILE development and addressing shared chal-

PROMOTING MORE lenges on the international stage.
EQUITABLE India advocates reform of the United
REPRESENTATION. Nations Security Council (UNSC) because it
THIS MOVE believes the current structure no longer
reflects 21st-century realities. As the world’s

ACKNOWLEDGES largest democracy with a rapidly growing

THE NEED TO economy, India plays an important role on
ALANI the global stage.
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ment to international peace and security is
THE COUNCIL AND demonstrated by its substantial contributions
ENSURE DIVERSE to UN peacekeeping missions. The country
GLOBAL VOICES ARE  hasdeployed thousands of personnel, further
INCLUDED IN Zol(ijqifytin‘;g its regutrar_io_n as ? rgg]io?ag }?_ltayyer
DECISION-MAKING edicated to maintaining global stability.

Several European nations have supported
India's candidacy, seeing it as a way to
diversify representation within the Council.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has been par-
ticularly outspoken about the urgent need for
reform, emphasising important issues such

as seat allocation and claims regarding
regional representation. However, the reform
process has faced significant challenges
because no unified negotiating text exists and
disputes continue over expanded member-
ship and the contentious issue of veto power.

Despite strong backing from multiple
countries, substantial challenges remain.
Central to these challenges are contentious
discussions over allocating new seats and the
implications of allowing additional members
to wield veto power. Nevertheless, India con-
tinues to champion permanent membership,
articulating its commitment to both global
governance and the principles of peace and
security the UNSC is meant to uphold.

In'its reform proposal, India is open to a
structure that may initially exclude veto
power for new permanent members. This pro-
posal seeks to address historical apprehen-
sions among current members while promot-
ing more equitable representation. This
move acknowledges the need to balance
power dynamics within the Council and
ensure diverse global voices are included in
decision-making.

Moreover, support for India's candidature
continues to grow, with backing from enti-
ties like the African Union, which has called
for a permanent seat to ensure the UNSC ade-
quately represents African interests and per-
spectives. Nevertheless, the path to perma-
nent membership is complex and requires
careful negotiations and consensus-building
among current permanent members. The bid
will test India’s diplomatic outreach across
regions, especially among the Global South,
0ICmembers, SCO countries, African states,
island nations and major Western partners.
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WISDOM FOR A MEANINGFUL LIFE

The Curse Spoken in a
Moment of Anger

Sage Durvasa was known equally across the scriptures for his con-
siderable spiritual power and his famously short, unpredictable
temper.

When Shakuntala, lost entirely in thoughts of her beloved
Dushyanta, failed to notice Durvasa arriving unannounced as a guest
and did not offer him the customary hospitality expected of any host,
he cursed her in a sudden fury, declaring that the very person she
had been thinking of so fondly would forget her completely and entire-
ly. Realizing almost immediately the harshness of his own reaction,
he softened the curse only slightly, allowing that a single token, a
ring, could eventually restore Dushyanta's lost memory of her. Even
so, thec esof thatone y lapse into anger caused
Shakuntala years of wholly unnecessary separation, hardship, and
quiet suffering.

Durvasa's spiritual power was entirely real and considerable, but
so was the lasting damage caused by a single unchecked emotion-
al reaction, one he could only soften slightly afterward, never fully
undo no matter how much he later regretted it.

We often speak carelessly in anger, comfortably believing our harsh
words can be easily retracted or forgiven afterward, forgetting just
how much lasting damage a single moment of unchecked fury can
quietly leave behind.

Today, pause deliberately before reacting in anger to a small over-
sight or perceived slight, and consider what unnecessary, lasting harm
a hasty word might actually cause.

-DAIV

An arlisan puts the finishing touches on miniature idols of Goddess Durga,
crafted from clay and sponge wood, ahead of the upcoming Durga Puja festival,

in Birbhum district, West Bengal. PROTO: FTI

The unfinished story of India’s handloom weavers

NAMRATA
KOHLI

2ND OPINION

AtThe Kunj, in New Delhi, Aadyam Handwoven recent-
ly brought together handwoven textiles from different
weaving clusters across India. Alongside the textiles was
something increasingly difficult to encounter — a
special screening of Shyam Benegal's 1987 Hindi film
Susman, which portrayed the lives and struggles of India's
handloom weavers.

Susman is not readily available on mainstream
streaming platforms, and Aadyam obtained special per-
mission from Shyam Benegal's family to screen the film.
“Susman" —loosely translated as “the essence” —is an
apt title for a film about the people who form the very
warp and weft of India's handloom tradition.

Nearly four decades after the film was made, it raises
an uncomfortable question: how much has really

changed for the Indian weaver? “From the time of Shyam
Benegal's movie, a lot has changed, but nothing much
has changed. The film is equally relevant today,” says
Manish Saksena, Business Lead, Aadyam Handwoven, an
Aditya Birla initiative.

Among the traditions showcased was Pochampally
Ikat, which originates in Bhoodan Pochampally in
Telangana's Yadadri Bhuvanagiri district and is renowned
for its distinctive geometric patterns. The beauty of Ikat
begins even before the loom. Unlike conventional
weaving, where the design emerges primarily during
weaving, in Ikat the yarn itselfis carefully tied and resist-
dyed according to a predetermined pattern before it
reaches the loom. The coloured threads must then be
aligned with remarkable precision during weaving for
the pattern to emerge. The slight feathering at the edges
of motifs — rather than machine-like uniformity — gives
Ikat much of its distinctive handmade character.

There is something truly distinct about this craft. In
Pochampally, this intricate process also creates an
unusual partnership between weavers. “In Pochampally,
the weaver has to be very particular. He has to synchro-
nise with the person doing the tie-and-dye,” explains
Saksena. “The husband and wife often work in tandem
here. In other clusters, men may do the main weaving
and women some of the lighter weaves, but because of
the technique in Pochampally, there is much more
working together.”

But keeping such labour-intensive craftsmanship
alive comes at a price. Pochampally saris at premium
stores in silk can today range from around Rs 20,000 to
Rs 1 lakh, depending on the silk, intricacy and amount
of work involved. “Handloom is meant to be worn by
everyone. That is the true essence,” says Saksena. “But
silk prices have really been shooting up. At the same time,
there is a minimum wage, and we are very conscious
that the weavers' livelihood is maintained.” It creates one
ofhandloom's contemporary contradictions: how does
a craft remain accessible while ensuring that the
people making it are adequately paid?

For Saksena, Susman is also personal. He first saw the
film at a festival in 1987. "It pretty much shaped why |
chose this profession,” he recalls. "It was a very inspi-
rational film and impacted me at a very impressionable
age.” Atthe exhibition, he also displayed another piece
of his own history — a sari he bought for his mother from
his first salary in 1994.

A sari can carry a family memory for decades; a
weaving tradition can carry a cultural memory for cen-
turies. Nearly 40 years after Susman, perhaps the chal-
lenge is no longer simply preserving the loom. It is ensur-
ing that the people sitting at it can build a future
fromiit.

The writer is an author, podcaster and a Senior Fellow at the
Winistry of Culture, Government of India

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Courage that made India proud

Kudos to Indian pilot Captain Smit Machchhar, whose
presence of mind and extraordinary courage saved the
lives 0f 174 passengers aboard an Israel-bound Flydubai
flight from an attempted crash landing.

Though investigations are still under way, early
reports indicate that the Captain was stabbed by his
Omani co-pilot, allegedly with the intent of crashing the
plane and killing all the travellers, including dozens of
Israelis. Despite being seriously injured and bleeding,
the Indian pilot fought back and opened the cockpit
door. This allowed passengers and crew members to
enter the flight cabin, overpower the assailant, safely
divert the plane and land in Saudi Arabia.

“Courage is not the absence of fear, but the triumph
over it," said Nelson Mandela. The Indian pilot deserves
the highest honours and accolades, both national and
international, for upholding the lofty traditions of civil
aviation by placing his own life on the line to save those
of the passengers.

One hopes there is no attempt to justify the attack
as an inevitable consequence of Israel’s past military
actions against Iran and Lebanon. It may also be time
to enforce stringent rules when assigning pilots to flights
serving specific destinations.

V JAYARAMAN | CHENNAI

CAFE-3 norms may raise car costs

Apropos “Government notifies new CAFE-3 norms for pas-
senger vehicles”, published on October1,1 believe the gov-
ernment’s notification of the third phase of Corporate
Average Fuel Economy (CAFE-3) norms is an important step
towards reducing fuel consumption and carbon emissions
from passenger vehicles. The rules will apply from April
1,2027, to March 31,2032, and will progressively tighten
fleet-wide efficiency requirements. A significant feature
is that the final framework does not provide a separate
concession for petrol cars weighing below 909 kg.
Instead, the formula offers relatively softer targets to lighter
vehicle fleets while imposing greater efficiency require-
ments on heavier vehicles. The norms will have a major
impact on carmakers' product strategies. Manufacturers
with lighter portfolios, such as Maruti Suzuki, may find com-
pliance comparatively easier, although their large petrol-
car base will still require greater use of CNG, hybrids, elec-
tric vehicles and fuel-saving technologies.

Companies with SUV-heavy portfolios, including Tata
Motors and Mahindra & Mahindra, may face greater pres-
sure to improve efficiency or expand electrified models.
More efficient cars could lower fuel costs and
pollution, but cleaner technologies may initially raise
vehicle prices.

BAL GOVIND | NOIDA

Gandhi's enduring message of harmony

In his emotional “the light has gone out of our lives” speech
to the nation following the assassination of Mahatma
Gandhi, a deeply saddened Jawaharlal Nehru, India's Prime
Minister, said, “For the light that shone in this country was
no ordinary light.

The light that has illumined this country for these many
yearswill illumine this country for many more years, and
athousand years later, that light will be seen in this country
and the world will see it, and it will give solace to innu-
merable hearts."

In the preface to Nobel laureate Romain Rolland'’s book,
Mahatma Gandhi: The Man Who Became One With The
Universal Being, the editor echoed this sentiment: “The
emotions released by this calamity, if directed to construc-
tive purposes, may, however, lead to the worldwide ful-
filment of those principles of conduct for which the
Mahatma laid down his life.” Now, the finest tribute to him
isto live and let live, emulating the spirit of his life. A devout
Hindu, he nonetheless remained a true secularist.
“Ishwar Allah Tere Naam”, the famous bhajan promoting
religious harmony, was his favourite song. Gandhiji also
championed the poorest. As India remembers Mahatma
Gandhi, his message of peace, harmony and humanity
remains as relevant as ever.

HARIDASAN RAJAN | KERALAM
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Can India turn transition
into a financial asset?

Climate finance is good at funding new green assets. The harder challenge is creating financial value when
existing high-emission assets need to be transformed, repurposed or eventually retired

Climate finance is
largely built around
creation. A solar project
can borrow against
future electricity sales.
Green bonds can
finance new infrastruc-
ture. Blended finance
can help an emerging
technology move from
being technically possi-
ble to commercially

viable.

The harder problem begins when climate value
comes not from building something new, but from
changing what already exists.

Let's take a thermal power plant that could operate
commercially for another decade. If cleaner and reli-
able replacement capacity becomes available five
years earlier, retiring or repurposing the plant could
avoid substantial future emissions. But the financial
obligations do not disappear. The owner may lose
expected revenue, lenders may still have exposure,
workers and local economies may be affected, and
replacement electricity still has to be financed.

The avoided emissions have a climate value. What
is less clear is how that value can help pay for the tran-
sition itself.

India therefore needs to think about climate
capital according to the job it has to do. Some capital
builds the emerging low-carbon system. Some helps
existing assets become cleaner or change function.
Over time, some will also be needed to finance the
repurposing or retirement of assets that the energy
system can eventually do without.

For India, that last category has to be approached
carefully. Coal (including lignite) supplied 69.5 per cent
of electricity between April and June 2026 and
accounted for roughly three-fourths of maximum gen-
eration during non-solar peak-demand hours. Thermal
power still performs an important system-security
function.

This cannot become a backdoor case for shutting
viable coal capacity prematurely. India’s electricity
demand is still growing. The more useful question is
whether, once adequate replacement electrons are
available, finance can help an older asset move out
of its existing role earlier than it otherwise would.

An experiment underway in Singapore offers one
possible route. Its Transition Credits Coalition (TRAC-
TION) has been exploring energy-transition credits
generated from verified emissions reductions when
coal plants retire earlier than planned and are
replaced with cleaner energy. The idea is not that
carbon credits pay for the entire exercise. Rather,
revenue from avoided emissions can improve the eco-
nomics of an otherwise difficult transition
transaction.

There is now enough work on this idea to make it
more than a thought experiment. Verra's methodol-
ogy for accelerated retirement of grid-connected coal
plants has been active since May 2025. It sets out how
net emissions reductions can be calculated when
retirement is paired with replacement renewable gen-
eration and requires a just-transition plan for affect-
ed workers and communities. A revised methodolo-
gy consulted on in 2026 is now at final review.

India should not copy this model mechanically. Its
coal fleet, demand trajectory and development
needs are different. But the underlying financial idea
deserves a domestic pilot.

Suppose the gap between a plant's remaining eco-
nomic value and the value realised through an
earlier transition is too large for the owner or
lenders to absorb. A transaction could combine
restructuring by existing lenders and owners, conces-
sional finance or guarantees, commercial capital for
replacement capacity, public resources for workers
and site redevelopment, and revenue from verified
avoided emissions.

Carbon revenue would be only one piece of the
financing package. Its role would be to put a price on
a climate benefit that is otherwise difficult to mon-
etise.

A limited Transition Finance Transaction Framework
could test this approach. The first question should be
simple: is the energy system actually ready for the
asset to change role?

In power, adequate replacement electrons, whether
from renewables, storage, hydro, nuclear or stronger
grid connections, must exist before retirement is

CLIMATE FINANCE
HAS SPENT YEARS
LEARNING HOW TO
MAKE TOMORROW’S
ASSETS INVESTIBLE.
INDIA WILL ALSO
NEED A WAY TO
DEAL WITH
YESTERDAY'’S
ASSETS WHEN
KEEPING THEM IN
THEIR EXISTING
FORM NO LONGER
MAKES ECONOMIC
OR ENVIRONMENTAL
SENSE

The writer is a Senior Fellow at Chintan

Research Foundation
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financed. In sectors such as steel, fertilisers or refining, the
equivalent question concerns alternative low-carbon
molecules and production processes. Finance should
follow technical readiness, not run ahead of it.

There would need to be other safeguards. An asset
already due to close should not earn a windfall for doing
what economics would have forced it to do anyway. Nor
should one plant's closure simply shift generation and emis-
sions elsewhere. Workers, local economies, land rehabil-
itation and productive reuse also have to be part of the
transaction.

India is already beginning to treat mine closure in this
broader way. The coal ministry reported in uly that 42 coal
mines had been scientifically closed, with ecological
restoration, community interventions and productive
post-mining land use forming part of the process.

India’s emerging carbon market and climate-finance tax-
onomy provide a useful policy backdrop. The Carbon Credit
Trading Scheme now covers 490 obligated entities across
seven emissions-intensive sectors and has put in place an
institutional framework for monitoring, reporting and ver-
ification. Separately, the draft climate-finance taxonomy
explicitly supports transition activities and says India’s clas-
sification must reflect its development priorities, transi-
tion pathways and energy-security needs.

There is an opportunity to connect these pieces more
deliberately. Instead of treating transition finance as a broad
label for anything less carbon-intensive than the status quo,
India could distinguish between capital that improves an
existing asset, transforms it, repurposes it and, where jus-
tified, finances its retirement.

But this brings us to the question that may ultimately
determine whether such transactions work at all: who pays?

Should the asset owner absorb the loss in remaining eco-
nomic value? How much should existing lenders restruc-
ture? When is public or concessional capital justified?
Should buyers of verified transition credits contribute
because they value the avoided emissions? Who finances
replacement electricity, worker support, land restoration
and local economic redevelopment? And what part, if any,
should international climate finance bear?

These are not secondary questions. A transition can be
technically sensible and environmentally credible, yet still
fail because its costs fall on actors with neither the incen-
tive nor the capacity to carry them. The answer will vary
across assets and sectors, but the distribution of transition
costs has to become explicit.

The issue extends well beyond coal. Cement kilns, steel-
making equipment, refineries and industrial systems
built around carbon-intensive molecules will increasing-
ly face choices between retrofit, conversion, replacement
and retirement. Each has a different financial logic.

Climate finance has spent years learning how to make
tomorrow’s assets investible. India will also need a way
to deal with yesterday's assets when keeping them in their
existing form no longer makes economic or environmen-
tal sense. The goal is not to pay viable assets to disappear
before the system is ready. It is to ensure that, once trans-
formation or retirement becomes technically sensible and
economically desirable, the absence of a financing mech-
anism does not become the reason the old system persists.

The next innovation in transition finance may therefore
lie not only in putting a value on avoided emissions, but
in answering the harder question that follows: who
should bear the cost of turning that climate value into an
investible transition?

Tax certainty is India’s
next corporate advantage

India’s economic transformation is creating busi-
nesses of unprecedented scale, ambition and
complexity. Companies are expanding across juris-
dictions, undertaking acquisitions, restructuring
operations, and attracting institutional capital. In
this environment, taxation can no longer remain
confined to the accounts department. It is increas-
ingly becoming a boardroom issue.

The real competitive advantage for Indian busi-
nesses in the coming years may not simply be
SANDEIP S NAGAR  access to capital or technelogy. It could be tax cer-
— tainty, which means the ability to structure busi-
nesses and transactions with greater predictability about their legal and fiscal
consequences.

The Indian tax environment has undergone significant transformation.

itisation, data integration, and increasingly sophisticated scrutiny have made
transactions far more visible to the authorities. For businesses, this has created
both an opportunity and a responsibility. The opportunity lies in greater trans-
parency and a more formalised economy; the responsibility is to ensure that busi-
ness practices, financial statements, tax filings, and documentation tell the same
story.
This is where tax advisory needs to evolve. The traditional model treated tax-
ation largely as a compliance exercise: calculate the liability, file the return, and
respond if a notice arrives, That model is increasingly inadequate. Tax implica-
tions need to be considered when a business is being structured, when an acqui-
sition is being evaluated, when assets are transferred, when a company is reor-
ganised, and even when promoters are planning succession.

In other words, tax strategy needs to move upstream into business strategy.
For companies undertaking mergers and acquisitions, tax due diligence is par-
ticularly critical. An acquisition does not necessarily end with the transfer of own-
ership. Historical tax exposures, pending litigation, assessment risks and com-
pliance gaps can travel with the transaction, depending on its structure. These
risks can affect valuation, warranties, indemnities and the ultimate economics
of the deal.

Corporate restructuring presents a similar challenge. A restructuring may have
a compelling commercial rationale, but its legal and tax consequences cannot
be considered separately. The question is not merely whether a restructuring can
be implemented, but whether the resulting structure is commercially efficient,
legally defensible and sustainable.

This is also why India's growing tax-litigation ecosystem requires a more inte-
grated approach. A tax dispute is rarely only about interpreting a provision. It is
ultimately about facts, documentation, accounting treatment, business purpose
and legal interpretation. A company that waits until a dispute reaches the appel-
late stage to examine its position has already lost valuable ground.

Prevention, therefore, is becoming as important as representation. There is
another dimension that deserves attention: the MSME sector. India's formalisa-
tion drive has brought millions of smaller businesses into the digital and tax ecosys-
tem. GST registrations, income-tax filings, digital payments, and banking trails
have increased transparency. But formalisation should not stop at registration.

MSMEs need greater access to professional financial and tax guidance. Basic
financial hygiene, proper documentation, timely filings, and a clear understand-
ing of tax obligations can prevent disputes that become disproportionately expen-
sive later.

The answer is not necessarily more compliance for its own sake. It is smarter
compliance. India’s aspiration to become a globally competitive manufacturing,
services, and investment destination also makes tax predictability important for
international investors. Global capital evaluates not merely the size of an oppor-
tunity but the predictability of its operating environment. Clear rules, consistent
interpretation, efficient dispute resolution and professional advisory support can
substantially strengthen India's investment proposition.

The country's tax architecture has come a long way, but the next stage must
focus on certainty, simplicity and trust. Professionals who combine financial under-
standing with legal expertise have an increasingly important role to play in this
transition. The emergence of dual-qualified practitioners reflects the changing
requirements of modern business, where legal, financial and regulatory questions
increasingly overlap.

The larger lesson for corporate India is simple: tax should not be viewed as the cost
of doing business. Companies that build this architecture early will be better posi-
tioned to manage disputes, execute transactions, attract capital and sustain growth.
India is moving towards a more formal, transparent, and globally integrated economy.
Its businesses must evolve accordingly. The
next generation of corporate success will
belong not merely to those who grow
fastest, but to those who build the strongest
foundations for that growth.

The writer is a Chartered Accountant and Advocate.
He specialises and writes on direct tax litigation, tax
advisory, corporate taxation, M&A, restructuring
and regulatory matters

Ayushman Bharat’s next test: Are we paying for the right healthcare?

As Ayushman
Bharat Pradhan
Mantri Jan Arogya
Yojana (AB-PMJAY)
approaches eight
years since its
September 2018
launch, it has
much to be proud
of. About 100,000
people receive
free hospital
treatment daily, and by |une 30, 2026, it had
financed 12.69 crore admissions worth 21.92 lakh
crore, with better financial protection and earlier
access to treatment. Very few public programmes
anywhere have expanded healthcare access at this
scale and pace.

But scale brings its own challenges. Having
shown that publicly financed health assurance can
expand access, PM-JAY must now ask a harderques-
tion: are we always paying for the right care?

Thisis not simply about fraud, which is relative-
ly easy to define; a service not provided, documents
fabricated, a claim falsified. Clinical decision-
making is far more complicated: whether a
Caesarean was necessary, a hysterectomy avoid-
able, or a knee replacement should have followed
conservative treatment first often involves judge-
ment, not black-and-white rules.

We were conscious of this when designing PM-
JAY. Certain procedures were particularly suscep-
tible to moral hazard, where insurance itself can
influence the type or quantity of care provided. So

INDU BHUSHAN

we built safeguards: reimbursement
for normal and Caesarean deliveries
was kept equal so payment would not
reward surgery; vulnerable proce-
dures faced pre-authorisation and
stricter documentation; some were
reserved for public hospitals, where
supplier-induced demand was
highest-risk.

These safeguards mattered, but
noscheme can anticipate every clin-
ical situation across thousands of
conditions, nor can an insurer substi-
tute its judgement for the doctor’s. It
is precisely in these grey areas that PM-
JAY's next generation of oversight
needs to evolve.

Caesarean sections illustrate the
problem. NFHS-6 shows Caesarean
deliveries rose from 21.5 per cent in
2019-21 to 27.2 per cent in 2023-24;54.1
per centof private-facility births were Caesarean,
against 16.9 per cent in public ones. This doesn't
tell us how many were unnecessary, nor should
itdeny a woman a Caesarean when she needs one.
WHO prescribes no ideal rate but recommends
examining patterns through tools like the Robson
classification. A blanket cap misses the mark: what
really matters is why rates swing so distinctly across
hospitals, states and sectors.

A similar pattern is emerging in orthopaedics.
Total knee replacement is covered under PM-|AY,
and since October 2024, citizens aged 70 and above
qualify irrespective of socio-economic status. As

this population grows, oversight should shift
towards age-, severity and indication-based
review, so that surgery follows clinical need and,
where appropriate, conservative treatment first.

Hysterectomy makes an even stronger case for
looking beyond the claim. The concernisn’t new:
under the Rashtriya Swasthya Bima Yojana, which
preceded Ayushman Bharat, reports of indis-
criminate hysterectomies in states such as Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar became a serious worry. An early
National Health Authority analysis of 17,333 hys-
terectomy claims under PM-JAY (September2018-
April 2019) found the median age was just 44,and

nearly 69 per cent were performed in
private hospitals. It did not conclude the
procedures were unnecessary but found
substantial variation and recommended
better capture of clinical indications and
consideration of alternatives.

Hysterectomy can be lifesaving when
appropriately indicated; the concern
arises when an irreversible procedure
becomes the first response to a condition
with effective alternatives. Claims over-
sight must examine not just whether a
procedure was performed, but whether
it was appropriate and alternatives were
considered. For heavy menstrual bleed-
ing, the UK's NICE recommends a hormon-
al levonorgestrel-releasing intrauterine
system (LNG-1US) first, with hysterectomy
appropriate where indicated but only
after fewer invasive options and the
woman's informed choice.

The stakes extend beyond the hospital stay. In
younger women, hysterectomy that also removes
the ovaries brings forward the loss of oestrogen,
accelerating the onset of osteoporosis and cardio-
vascular disease. Around 46 million Indian women
over 50 already live with osteoporosis, and coro-
nary artery disease is a leading cause of death
among postmenopausal Indian women. Weaker
bones and joints can, in turn, feed into the same
knee-replacement claims PM-JAY now covers, so
anavoidable hysterectomy today can quietly add
to tomorrow's orthopaedic burden.

The cost of an intervention is not merely what

is paid today. A hysterectomy in a young woman
shifts her long-term health, and a Caesarean carries
overinto future pregnancies. High-cost elective pro-
cedures should not be rationed by age, but by
disease severity, functional impairment, prior con-
servative treatment and comorbidities, especial-
ly when public resources finance the procedure.

PM-JAY must shift from claims assurance to clin-
ical assurance. The Health Benefit Package should
adequately cover non-surgical alternatives to
prevent financial incentives from tilting medical
decisions towards unnecessary procedures. Pre-
authorisation must capture meaningful clinical
indications rather than creating administrative
paperwork. Data analytics can flag unusual utili-
sation patterns for targeted audits, accounting for
hospital size and specialty. Clinicians
must help design these safeguards so rules
examine patterns without hindering patient care,
Moving beyond basic fraud prevention, PM-|AY
must now ensure treatments are clinically appro-
priate and necessary.

PM-JAY’s next test is not to reduce the number
of surgeries, or to make an insurer a doctor. The
obijective is to ensure financial incentives and over-
sight systems support sound clinical judgement.
Public money should pay for the right intervention,
at the right stage, with an eye on the patient's
health over a lifetime. The natural next stage in PM-
JAY's evolution, from financing more healthcare,
is to financing better healthcare.

[ The writer is a former CEQ of Ayushman Bharat j
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Routes, not detours

CAFE-III rightly backs many technologies, but flexibility
must speed up the shift to cleaner mobility, not stall it

HE GOVERNMENT'S NOTIFICATION of the third phase of Corpo-
teAverage Fuel (CAFE-III) importantpri-
nciple right: the transition to cleaner mobility cannot be reduced
toachoicebetweentheinternal combustion engine(ICE)and elect-
ricvehicles (EVs). Taking effect from April 2027, the normsset progresswely
tlghter 1 ‘fuel -efficiencyrequi
ersmultipletechnologyp tomeet them.Batteryelectncaud range-
extended EVs receive the highest super credit, at three times their volume,
while plug-in hybrids,strong hybrids,and flex-fuel vehiclesalso receive vary-
ing recognition. This is sensible for a market still navigating the economics
and infrastructure of the transition. The framework, which emerged from
consultation between the government, regulator,and industry, provides ma-
nufacturersapredictable five-yearroad map forinvestmentand innovation.

Technology neutrality has advantages. It allows automakers to manage
compliance costsand product portfoliosi dofforcingeveryvet
ment towards a single technology at the same pace. Hybnds and more eEﬂv
cient ICE vehicles can reduce fuel wnsumpuon and emissions in the near
term,evenifthey Tt kalsorecog-
nises technologies such as start-stop systems, regenerative braking,and
high-efficiency air-conditioning, allowing conventional vehicles to con-
tributetoefficiencygains. Theinclusion of ethanolblends,compressed nat-
ural gas, and biofuels provides flexibility. This matters because charging
infrastructure is still developing, elecmmygeneratlon remams dependent
oncoal,and batteryand critical- oncentrated
Disruptions in rare-earth supplies have demonsn'ated how quickly global
chokepoints can become domestic industrial problems. Credit trading and
theoption to purchasecredits through the Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE)
give manufacturers flexibility in managing compliance.

That, however, cannot become an argument for delaying the inevitable.
Transitional flexibility should make the shift to cleaner mobility managea-
ble,not preserve the status quo indefinitely. Former NitiAayog CEO Amitabh
Kant’s criticism that the norms do not push electrification hard enough
therefore merits consideration, even if making EVs the overriding destina-
tion immediately risks underestimating pracuca.l constraints. CAFE-1ITis
hardlyindifferent to electrification: the th credit forbattery
EVsprovides manufacturersa powerfulincentive to expaud EVpurrfohos As
those portfolios grow,cc eitselfshould increasingly favourelectrifi-
cation. The priority must be to ensure that the breathing space offered to
other technologies is used to build capabilities in batteries, power electron-
ics,charging infrastructure, and software rather than postpone investment
in them. Technology neutrality works only if competing pathways produce
genuine efficiency gains while industry develops the capabilities required
forazero-emission future.

The real test of CAFE-I11, therefore, is not whether it produces the fastest

DINION

Good technology, bad

N SEPTEMBER 18,

1873, Jay Cooke & Co,

financier of the Union’s

Civil War, collapsed,

unable to sell the bonds
of arailway built ahead of its traffic. On
September 18 this year, NaBFID, India’s
state-run infrastructure lender, said it
had sanctioned over 3,000 crore each
foratieast four data centres, with repay-
ment holidays of up to five years. The
sameday, $18 billion of loans foran Ora-
cle-leased Al campus in New Mexico, built
for OpenAl, were quoted at 90c on the
dollar, its banks struggling to sell them
amid Oracle’s weakening credit and a
blocked gas pipeline,

Read one way, India is catching the Al
wave, Read another, its public balance
sheet is joining a debt-fuelled boom of
railway proportions.

Morgan Stanley expects global Al-
related debt issuance of nearly $570 bil-
lion this year, more than double last
year’s. Optimists note that Walmart ran
negative free cash flow for its first 15
listedyearsyetenriched shareholders.But
its new stores earned far more than they
costtofinance.

Debt by another name

Ajoint venture borrowed $27.3 bil-
lion to build Meta's Hyperion data cen-
tre. Meta took an initial four-yearlease
butgavea capped 16—yearguarantee on
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@ BLENDING LOGIC

Union Minister Nitin Gadkari
‘We must understand that the decision to blend

’ ethanol with petrol was taken with a view to

diversification of agriculture towards
energy and power sectors

© Al BANDWAGON
INDIA'S LENDERS, LED BY THE STATE, ARE FINANCING DATA CENTRES JUSTAS Al BOOM'S OWN CREDITORS STRUGGLE

KRISHNAN
RANGANATHAN

Former Executive Director, Nomura, alumnus of Harvard
Business School, and a visiting faculty at B-schools

The customer who pays with
your own money

‘Walmart's shoppers spent theirown
wages. Much of a hyperscaler’s backlog
comes from still-unprofitable Al labs;
OpenAlalonewas 45% of Microsoft’sin
January. The labs raise cash from Ama-
zon, Nvidia, SoftBank, and, earlier,
Microsoft, then spend much of it on
theirbackers’computing. It
is a house whose valuer,

in 2007. Hyperscaler bosses, fearing
rivals,are still dancing.

Not 2000, and maybe not 1873
The dot-com bust was mostly a share
bubble. Shareholders can wait. Leuders
cannot.Telecomistk
fibre was eventually used, but it made up
over half the world’s corporate bond
defaults in 2002. And rail-

E— Way track lasted genera-

mortgage bank, and tions; most data-centre

buildershare an office. Ahdat? Cenht 18 spending goes on chips
Hyman Minsky called OSt"ng the depreciated over six years

borrowerswhocanpayonly  financial system  that some reckon obsolete

by raising fresh money cannot go dark inthree.

“Ponzi” units. The labs when its owner Sceptics say the risk sits

mostly raise equity, but

with insurers and private

their compute contracts defaUItS: That credit, not deposit-taking
behave like debt. Can fast- makes it too banks, But JPMorgan and
growing revenues cover important to Morgan Stanley, nearing

commitments many times
larger? Thealarmisloudest
at Oracle, whose default
insurance hit records near

the campus’s value. lend
against Meta’s promise, yet Meta books
none of it as debt. Goldman Sachs puts
total leas

about $1.5 trillion, $1 trillion of it not yet
begunand sooff-balance sheet.Veterans
of 2008 remember off-balance sheet is
notoffthe hook.

The giantsstilllook sober for theirsize:
lowleverage, top-notchratings. But capex
now outruns cash flow; Amazon’s free

possible shift to EVs over the next few years. It is whether the fr. k
1consumptionand wwhlleprepannglndlanmdusv

try for a globally competitive, increasingly zero-emission future. That
requires regulation flexible enough to accommodate market realities but
stringentenough to keep manufacturersmoving forward. The progressively
tighter targets, incentives for electrification,and BEE-administered credit
mechanism should mai on turers to improve effi-
ciency and invest in cleaner technologle& The auto industry needs time to
navigate a complex transition, but that time must be used to build tech-
nologies, infrastructure,and supply chainsforthe next phase of global mobil-
ity.Technology neut:ahty is valuable preuselybecause it provxdes different
ive.It become

detours. The destination cannot beobscured bythe ﬂexnblhty ofthejourney.

What happens when
Chinese Al goes rogue?

CCOVERING THE RECENT round of Al apocalypse warnings, I've tried to reject this

cult-like deference towards all-powerful p ystems and

thetoric: If Silicon Valley thuild them first, Ise—likely China —will.
Yeta recent spate of incidents in the US has spurred a fresh, heated debate on the

cash flow ive,and Alpha-
bet’s briefly so; Alphabet has sold $85bil-
lionof shares.Oracleis the exception.Oth-
erwise, the leverage sits around them: in
vehicles,neoclouds,and labs.

200 dwhich
S&Prates one notch above junk.

It’s the slowdown, not the crash
Herbert Stein, Richard Nixon's

adviser, said if something cannot go on
forever, it will stop.In 2006, subprime

switch off, and its
losses public
—

internal risk limits, have
soughttooffload data-cen-
tre loans. What banks can-
not sell, they keep; what
they sell may return, as pri-
vate credit borrows heavily from them.

What it means for India

“There is nothing so disturbing to
one’swell-beingand judgement as tosee
afriend get nch,”wmle Charles Kindle-
berger. i record $29

defaults rose when h price growth
merely slowed. UBS hyperscaler
capex growth to fall from 76% this year
to 6% by 2028. Slower building means
slowerrevenue forneoclouds and cooler
valuations, both needing each funding
round priced above the last.“As long as
the musicis playing,you've got to get up
and dance,” Citigroup’s Chuck Prince said

billion of Indian shares in the first half,
largely,says Jefferies, to chase Korean and
Taiwanese Al hardware. It calls india the
“inverse Al trade”™ money leaving Al
comes back here. True, inan orderly rota-
tion;a 2008-stylecrunchstrengthens the
dollar i fi

Indiaisbuilding capacity too,with over

credit

$300 billion pledged by 2030, Anarock
reckons. A tax holiday till 2047 rewards
foreign cloud firms serving global custo-
fndiandatacentres wi

ners borrow Z2-4 for each of their own.
That makes them property businesses
withatechlabel. Bank credit grew 18.3%
in the year to June, twice last year’s pace,
as borrowers swapped bonds for loans.
Infrastructure credit grew only 10.9%,
but Minskywould recognise the mood.

The risk lies in the pipeline. Knight
Frank counts 8.3 Gw planned against 1.6
Gwlive; just 0.3 Gwis being built. NaBFID
reckons the sector needs 1 trillion by
2031, likely lent mostlytoa fewgroupsat
the top of a boom. India’s power-plant
lendingspreeof 2006-11 began thesame
way. NaBFID plans to raise about 40% of
this year’s ¥1-trillion borrowing abroad,
much of it through an RBI swap window.
But the swap lasts at most five years; its
dollarbonds 10and 15.NaBFID keeps the
remaining currency risk, for savings that
have all but vanished, exactly what a
2008-style crunch would test, With the
Fed raising rates last month, the test need
notwait foracrunch:

Look past the lease to whoever pays.A
building let to Microsoft is safe while the
lease runs; one let toa neocloud servinga
loss-making lab is not. Indian lenders
mostly finance the shell, power,and cool-
ing, not chips. Theirrisk is not rotting col-
lateral but tenants who never arrive, or
halls built forair-cooled racks AT has out-
grown. NaBFID’s five-year holidays, plus
the extensions RBI rules permit, could let
afailing project look healthy foryears.

Adatacentre hosting the financial sys-
tem cannot go dark when its owner
defaults. That makes it too important to
switch off,and its losses public. As Rudi
Dombusch warned, crises ta.l\e longer to

faster

thanyou t.hought possible.

Railways transformed America. They
also bankrupted many who financed
them, Jay Cooke among them. Al will
change the world. That does not guaran-

| teeitwill repay thoselending tobuild it.

Trump’s vanity summit with Xi

7  STEPHEN S ROACH
7,

Faculty member, Yale University, and

former Chairman, Morgan Stanley Asia

His cringe-worthy declarations of heartfelt
admiration for Xi reflect his twisted sense
that the trappings of power are power itself

LONG ON CEREMONY butshortonsub-
stance, the eagerly anticipated summit
between US President Donald Trumpand
Chinese President Xi[inpingwasadisap-
pointment. Perhaps not a major disap-

safety of allowing Al systems to act on their own. A growing number of researcher

inside the companies involved are also warning of “existential” dangers, with
Anthropic PBC even flagging such concerns to mvestors in ts initial public offering
prospectus. Forﬂ'nna,mensksof near-ter market threatsorthe

,as were gener-
ally low, and as some talk is certamly
better than no talk. But on the major
issuesoftrade,Al, Taiwan,andaddressing
Chma sxole in two theatres of war, there

Instead,ceremo-

to raise human extinction concerns. The

whichmerelypaidlipservice tosuch risks
— is hardly surprising considering that
Trump has doubled down on his hands-
offapproach toAl

es,both in terms of staff prep and

tocratic of political leaders

bilateral talks, Trumpwas pamfu]]ylrans—
parentaboutwhat mattered most to him:

ing Xiand his Ironi-
cally,while the tightly controlled Chinese

On Taiwan, Xi attempted to press the
advantage he gained after the Beijing su-
mmit in May,when Trump described the
pending $14-billion US arms package to
Taiwan as a “good negotiating chip”. In

ituted for

Sci- ios su ha:hark onmm-al makingit
harder towrite off:

ijinghas dismi thesewarning: ab“fearmnngenng,mngthemus nial flourist
toslowAldevelop tohold Chinaback. Butvoices insi ki
tryh: frontier risks simply aren’t being felt as acutely at home because

they're further
deredif Chi A

edging theneed for’
Accelerating

the summit as yet another
Trumpvanity project.

viewof America’s nor
mitment to arming Taiwan, the Chinese
side: sawthlsasama]orcum

Xi's great successesat the summit, the US
broadcast media were muted by Trump’s
‘White House ban on three major news
outlets, a shocking crackdown on free

speech.
Aswas the case in Beijing, Trump once
again abandoned any semblance of pro-
tocol in his cringe-worthy

muted,The Chi

vanity projects. But there is something
considerably more vulgarabout Trump’s
approach. It consumes him as he app-
roachestheend of his presidency. By slap-
ping his name on monuments, program-
mes, and US financial instruments, he
routinelyviolates America’s sense of pro-
priety, which has long held that naming
rights are meant to honourand memori-
alise the deceased. Not so for Trump, who
audaciously claimed“lam the code’,when
apparently clashing with the ballroom
architect oversafety issues.

d the US.Huawei Tec rotating Chairman EricXuwon- Ontrade, t ionof  cession, given declarations of heartfelt Unfortunately, this has everything to
the“typeofrisk"US p the truce — initially negotiated nearlya  that the deal already had  On trade, the two-  admiration for his “truly  dowith Trump's approach to high-level
were debating. Al model makers in China “may need to speed up their pace”toreach yearago m South Korea — was surpris- congressional approval. In month extension great” friend’s leadership meetings with America’s most challeng-
the level that they could “also feel the risks,”Xu sald, accordmg to Reuters, adcnmv]- tariffuncertain- his opening speech to last skills. The hyperbole was ing counterpart, China. The heavy lifting.
1t shows how d tyremamsh:@?m summitchatterhin-  week’s summit, Xi urged ofthe trucewas  ombellished by physical of Sino-American engagement has never
the race is the wrong answer on both suies of the Pacific. 'l:here are ted at an extension of 6-12 months. the USto“adheretothecor-  surprisingly short,  demonstrationsof Trump’s been needed moretoaddressahost ofglo-
nearly 1,000 large language models in China, i ano- rect pos mon of upposmg implying that tariff affection.T! car- bal I At critical like
Competition on this scale already makes even Silicon Valh:y‘s breakneck pace seem ther fChi P USag-  Taiwan " Buf HRCORaINE pets would put even China this, leaders have risen to the occasion.
i p i I Instead, i doing so would be a stun- s ¢ Y to shame, while the glitzy ~ That was not the case on September 24.
agents, orsystems that can act { Agent misbeh made a joint post it ning about-face on lhe remains high state dinner with Big Tech There is an important asymmetry in
the Hugging Face incident in July has kicked off this recent safety tecknmng Asthe menttocut tam'fs onatotalof $60 b;].hon “strategic “broligarchs”was missing  how the two leaders see this moment in
short-lived OpenClaw frenzy showed, even China’s of“non-sensitive”goods,including USim- haslungshaped Us: stmegy only the grand setting of a time.Xi makes constant references toa
non-technical public is willing to experiment with portsofelectri ictrick: towards’ Chinese-style ballroom. world that is’ undergomg rna|or r_hanges
them. It means if agentic Al is inherently more risky, and Chinese imp lsand Finally,China’ inth sin Ukra- Trump for
it'slikelyonlyamatterof ti - OnAl thebiggestissue faci ilisa- ineandIran in, that by offering Xi a personal tour of his less. Hi:

ingbehaviourfrom Chinese Al tools.
Arecent DeepSeek paper that includes founder
and CEO Liang Wenfeng as a co-author warns agent

CATHERINE

tion, there was no meeting of the minds.
The two superpowers committed to a
loosely structured dialogue and dangled

of some 90% of Iran’s oil exports and ab-
out 50%of Russia’s,China isa major fun-
der of both countries’ military efforts. A

new vanity projects in the White House:
the granite helipad, the ballroom constr-
ucuouslte,amd].usmgues ‘galleryofanno-

smg autocrats —notjust Xibutalso Russ-
ian President Vladimir Putin and North
!(oreanlearle.rI(n:n]m:a un—and insult-

THORBECKE  SecurityAndsomeChineseAlager

8loomberg

behaviour can be “untrustworthy.” Moonshot Al’s an “hotline” newlawgives th tated ial portrait: ing and i ng-standi alhes is

Kimi K3 exploited a loophole in a sandbox during for Al-related national-security issues. horitytoadds ivi - ina laughterwhen hecameto partofhistwisted I

cybersecuntymmng,accordmg toUS-based F runtjer is b: ini achi isfar  ondar ionsand tariffs on those co- Trump’s crude and dcuswe depictionof  of powerare power xtsclf Arnenms ﬁm
from the major Alsafety untries, like China, that indirectly support former US Presid ‘auto- evervanity: pp

P have many had hoped for — especially in the illegal wars. Don’t count on it. Fearfulof  pen”—suggesting that the two leaders sadly comesasno surpnse.
raised alarmabout US tools. aftermath of the recent Hugging Face P it'soptics, Tr y W
Policymakers too are paying attention. China in hacking incident and reports of other  no ical hot potato. havebeen led to believe. Copyright: Project Syndicate, 2026.

intrusions that have led some Al insiders By malung little effort on the bigissu- Proj

September released Al Safety Govemance Framework 3.0,a policy document that

in English, for Itexplicitlywar-
ns that Al has demonstrated a “self- accele.raung trend’, and notes the quesuan of
whether this could d human control d vigilance.

orAlsystems that can autunomuus}y advance theirown capabilities. It'sthe devel-

nnn\pnrmlhfh toquitand warn thatmakersof the

bel ithi adeade AsOxford China Pol-

icylab’sZilan Qian theralon, { than manyin the
West may realise, tly describeitin different terms,

Indiscussing the it m,PresidentXJ d that “Al must

be kept under human control”. His self-interest in maintaining order offers a nar-
rowing window for risk dialogue.

manisnolongera forinaction from in

HE EDITOR

Managing
capital inflows

Apropos of "The dollar inflow puzzle”
(FE, October 1), the large inflow of
foreign currency ha: hened

India (RBI). The issue deserves careful
handling because excess liquidity can
encourage imprudent lending or
create distortions in the bond market.
Banks should not be pressured into
deploying surplus funds merely to

reserves, but the resulting rupee
liquidity presents a different challenge
for banks and the Reserve Bank of

improve credit growth. Asset quality
and prudent underwriting must
remain paramount. The RBI could use

a calibrated combination of liquidity
operations rather than rely excessively
onany single instrument. Clear com-
munication will also help prevent un-
necessary speculation about future
interest rates. As credit demand re-
mains strong, some surplus funds can
eventually support productive invest-
ment, but this should happen within

sound risk-management frameworks.
The episode demonstrates that
managing capital inflows requires
attention not only to foreign-
exchange reserves but also to their
domestic monetary consequences.
—SM Jeeva, Chennai
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Journalism’s test

he crisis facing journalism is often described as a crisis
of business, technology or public trust. It is all three.
But beneath them lies a more consequential question:
what happens to a democratic society when reliable
journalism ceases to be a viable institution? The digital
revolution has already dismantled the old information
hierarchy. Newspapers and broadcasters once decided what
entered the public conversation. Today, a post on X. a YouTube
video, a WhatsApp message or an Al-generated answer can
reach millions before a newsroom has finished checking the
facts. s where the imiportance of journalism has to be
reconsidered. Its essential function was never simply to deliver
news, Distribution is now something technology companies
can doat enormous scale. Journalism matters because
someone must establish what happened. distinguish evidence
from assertion, expose wrongdoing, provide context and hold
powertul institutions to account. That work is expensive.
Investigations take time. Reporters have to cultivate sources,
verify documents, travel, obtain records and withstand pressure
from governments, corporations and political interests. None of
this becomes cheaper merely because an audience can receive a
news alert free of charge.

The ec i are therefore i
thed -atic ones. If migrates to tech
platforms while audiences expect news to cost nothing,
newsrooms inevitably shrink. The first casualties are likely to
be precisely those forms of journalism whose sacial value is
greatest but whose immediate commercial return is weakest:
local reporting, specialised reporting, investigative work and
sustained coverage of institutions that do not generate clicks.

Yet journalism cannot respond to this crisis simply by
demanding that audiences trustit. Trust is earned through
performance, Established media have made errors, displayed
biases and sometimes allowed political or commercial interests
to influence coverage. These failures cannot be dismissed
merely because social media is worse. The credibility of

depends on v, corrections, rfigorous
sourcing and a visible separation between reporting and
advocacy. Nor can cooperation among media organisations
alone solve the problem.

Collaboration may help newsrooms share costs, technology
and investigative resources, but institutional survival is not the
same as public legitimacy. Journalism has to adapt to the ways
people now discover information without surrendering the
standards that make journalism differeént from information
(.chu.l.nmg onthe mtameL Antif ul lmelhgenne makes this

even more i f s can instantly
produce plausible explanations, >umman and narratives, the
scarce commodity will increasingly be verified knowledge
rather than words, News organisations that merely reproduce
information will find themselves competing with machines.

‘Those that possess original reporting, authoritative
sources and institutional credibility will have something much
harder to replicate. The message of World News Day, observed
on September 28, is therefore timely: the future of journalism
depends not on preserving its old forms, but on proving that its
essential functions remain indispensable. A society cannot
easily function without institutions capable of establishing facts
and scrutinising power. The future of journalism will ultimately
depend not on preserving its old forms, but on proving that
those functions remain indispensable.

Chilling Effect

aharashtra’s new anti-conversion law raises a

question considerably larger than whether the

State should prevent people from being coerced

into changing their religion. No democratic society
should permit conversion through foree, fraud or intimidation.
‘The more difficult question is what happens when legislation
designed to prevent such abuse begins to make legitimate
religious activity itself appear legally hazardous.

The most revealing sign is not a prosecution but a
precaution. Some churches around Mumbai have begun asking
worshippers to sign declarations that they attended voluntarily
and were neither forced nor induced to come. Such declarations
have 1o nlhual fegal sl.mdmg, Yet their emergence tells us

here created by the new
law: religious institutions are beginning to prepare evidence of
innocence before an accusation has even been made.

ble from

Sofaras[cansee,theatamlc
Tombhasd -
feelzngthathassustained
mankindforages. Thereusedto
betheso-calledlawsofwarwhich
madeittolerable. Nowweknow
thenakedtruth. Warknowsno
lawexceptthatofmight. The
atombombbroughtanempty
victorytotheAlliedarms, butit
resultedforthetimebeingin
destroyingthesoulof Japan®

€6 What I want you to understand is the

message of Asia. It is not to be learnt

through the Western spectacles or by

imitating the atom bomb. If you want
to give a message to the West, it must be the
message of love and the message of truth,”
wrote Mahatma Gandhi in Harijan on 20
April 1947, “In this age of democracy, in this
age of awakening of the poorest of the poor,
you can redeliver this message with the
greatest emphasis. You will complete the
conquest of the West not through vengeance
because you have been exploited, but with
realunderstanding.. he\Vesl md‘\) is pining
forwisdom.Ii ion
of the atom bombs, becAusv: atom bomb
means utter destruction not merely of the
West but of the whole world, as if the
prophecy of the Bible is going to be fulfilled
and thereis to be a prefect deluge. Itisup to
you totell the world of its wickedness and
sin-that is the heritage your [Lacl\crs and
my teachers have taught Asia.

The Mahatma was categol
weapon of violence, even if it
bomb, becomes useless when itis matched
against true non-violence,”

When the Mahatma was writing the
‘message of Asia’ the sub-continent was in
the throes of great turmoil. political and
social. Horrific communal violence in 1946
had seared the provinces, especially Bengal
and Bihar. By February 1947 Prime Minister
Clement Attlee made the dramatic announcement
that the British would wahdmw from India
not laterthan Jume 1948, At

the Mahatma's understanding of world
history asit was unfolding. “I have no doubt,
that unless big nations shed their desire of
exploitation and the spirit of violence of
which war is the natural expression and
atom homb the inevitable consequence,
there is no hope for peace in the world. 1
tried to speak out during the War and
wrote open letters to the British people,
to Hitler and to the Japanese and was
dubbed a fifth columnist for my pains.”

In post-World War 20th century and 14
now in the 21st century, wars and

zeal after the effect of disgust is worn out,”
he prophesied.

“Often does good come out of evil. But
that is God's not man's plan. Man knows
that only evil can come out
of evil, as good out of good.

theunknown result from the known results
of similar events. A slave-halder cannot
hold a slave without putting himself or his
deputy in the cage holding the slave. Let no
one run away with the idea that [ wish to
put in a defence of Japanese misdeeds in
pursuance of Japan's unworthy ambition.
The dlﬂeuna\ was on]y one of degee

But (hc greater unworthiness conferred no
right on the less unworthy of destroying
without mercy men, women and children
of Japan in a particular area,” he wrote with
candour and characteristic fearlessness.

folence
lead? “The moral to be legitimately drawn
from the supreme tragedy of the bomb is
thatitwill not be destroyed by counter-bomb,
evenas violence cannot beby counter-violence.
Mankind has to get out of violence only
through non-violence. Hatred can be overcome
only by love, Counter-hatred only increases
the surface as well as the depth of hatred. |
am aware that 1 am repeating what I have
many times stated before and practiced to
the best of my ability and capacity. What I
first stated was itself nothing new. It is as
old as the hills, Only, I recited no copy book
maxim, but definitely announced what 1
believe in every fibre of my being. Sixty
years of practice in various walks of life has
onlyenriched the belief which the experience
of friends has fortified. it is, however, the
central truth by which one can stand alone
without flinching. 1 believe in what Max
Muller said years ago, namely, that truth
needed tobe repeated as long as there were
men who disbelieved it,” he explained.
The Mahatma could sense and feel the
greed ol the powerful when he wrote: "The

‘That 5V, lhmmh

very [ of the atom bomb will

harnessed by American
scientists and army men for
destructive purposes. may
beutilized by other scientists
for humanitarian purposes,
is undoubtedly within the

that the Viceroy Lord Wavell would be

replaced by Lord Louis Mountbatten.
Unsparing in his eriticism of the Western

powus after World War II Gdndhm \unle.

ror thewholesale desuucuon of men,women
and children as the most diabolical use of
science.” Hequestioned the wanton ruthless
violence: *What is the antidote? Has it
antiquated non-violence? No.Onthecontrary,
non-violence is the only thing that is now
left in the field. It is the only thing that the
atom bomb cannot destroy. I did not move
a muscle when I first heard that the atom
bomb had wiped out Hiroshima. On the
contrary, I said to mysell, ‘unless now the
world adopts non-violence, it will spell
certain suicide for mankind.”

From the pages of Harijan (September
1946), these words are prophetic, underlining

e Koo Posrf

RAJU
incessant bombings, and the use of mansukwam  realmof possibility. But that
chemical weapons have become part is not what was meant by
of diplomatic-military manoeuvres of  Thewriterisa my American friends. They
the West. Prolonged wars in Korea, rescarcher-author  were notsosimple as to put
Vietnam, Cambodia, Alghanistan, the  on history and ‘\quesuun which connoted
Gu]freg,mn,bvm Ir.xq Crimea, Ukraine, itagei anobwi h A y
Gaza and Israel have scarred the and aformer uses fire for his destructive
countries, This is a horrific roll-call of  depurycuratorof  and nefarious purpose, a
Lhe brutal massacre of millions and housewife makes dm]\' use

fancient lands by

Pradhanmantri

ofitinpreparing

powers about whom Gandhi had been
warning, year after year.

food formankind." heargued.
Ol’lL 'lgdmlhr: Mahatmas
Hecould

Writing in Harijan on 7 1946,
the Mahatma was relentless in rallying
against the atom bomb and highlighting
Ahimsaornon-violence. "It has been suggested
by American friends that the atom bomb
will bring in Ahimsa (non-violence) as
nothingelse can. It will,if it is meant thatits
destructive power will so disgust the world
that it will turn itaway from violence for the
time being. This is very like a man glutting
himself with dainties to the point of nausea
and turning away from themonly to return
with redoubled zeal alter the effect of nausea
is well over. Precisely in the same manner
willtheworld returnto violence with renewed

see huw the Western powers were trapped
in the spiral of violence. “So far as I can see,
lhe atomic lmmb has dmd;ned the finest

ined mankind forages.
‘There used to be the so-called laws of war
which made it tolerable. Now we know the
naked truth. War knows no law except that
of might. The atom bomb broughtanempty
victory tothe Allied arms, but it resulted for
the time being in destroying the soul of
Japan. What has happened to the soul of
thedestroying nation is yet too early to see.
Forces of nature actina mysterious manner.
We can but solve the mystery by deducing

not force non-violence on the world? If all
nations are armed with the atom bomb.
they will refrain from usingit as it willmean
absolute destruction for all concerned? I
amoftheopinion that it will not. The violent
man’s eye would be lit up with the prospect
of the much greater amount of destruction
and death which he could now wreak.”

Earlier in Young India on 13 September
1928, Gandhiji had enunciated the meaning
and purpose of non-violence. *For me
non-violence is not a mere philosophical
principle. It is the rule and the breath of my
life. Tknow I fail often, sometimes consciously,
more often unconsciously. It is a matter not
oftheintellect butof the heart. True guidance
comes by the constant waiting upon God,
by utmost humility. self-abnegation, by
being ever ready to sacrifice one's self. Its
practice requires fearlessness and courage
of the highest order. I am painfully aware of
my failings,” he wrote.

“But the light within me is steady and
clear. There is no escape for any of us save
rhrough truthand non- violence. Tknow that
waris wrong, ated evil. Tknow
too that it has got to go. I firmly believe that
freedom won through bloodshed or fraud s
no freedom... Not violence, not untruth, but
non-violence, Truthisthe law of our being,"

he Mah T biithiafiii

Y
on 2 October is commemorated as Gandhi
Jayanti every vear.

Are Nepali schools ready for the Al takeover?

ave you ever imagined a clas
run by robots, where artificial

Nepal's National Al Policy 2025 marks
a milestone. It opens the way for Al
cation in the school curri inthe

and learning? And if that day

comes, how would anyone assess what is
taught and what is learned?

My own question began when I caught

a ﬂludcnl rd) ing cnurely on ChatGPT to

That is not a trivial administrative adjustment. It
ashift in the relationship between the citizen and the State.
Praver is ordinarily a private exercise of conscience. A voluntary
gathering for worship should not require part
establish, on paper, that they exercised their own free will. If
churches feel compelled to maintain such records because a
prayer meeting might subsequently be portrayed as an
attempted conversion, the law is producing a chilling effect
beyond the conduct it was ostensibly designed to regulate.

“The problem is shAraned by lhc hrcadlh ol the Ich i
Concepts such as ca
education, marriage, promises of an lmpmvcd life and claims of
divine healing. These matters can arise naturally in the
tivities of religious and charitable organisations. Without
carefully defined boundaries, conduct that one person regards
as religious persuasion or social assistance can become the
basis of an allegation by another.

The complaint mechanism also deserves scrutiny. Allowing
relatives to approach the police over an alleged unlawful
conversion may protect vulnerable people in genuine cases. But
it can equally bring family disputes. community pressure and
ideological hostility into matters of personal conscience.
Interfaith couples could be particularly exposed, even when
neither partner intends to convert. The State has a legitimate
interest in protecting citizens from coercion. But that interest
must be balanced against another constitutional principle: an
adult’s freedom to determine what to believe, whom to worship
and whether to change religion. The burden of preventing
coercion should not quietly become a burden on citizens to
demonstrate that their religious choices are innocent.

Maharashtra’s experience will therefore test more than the
effectiveness of an anti-conversion statute. It will test whether
the law can distinguish between L‘OCI’LH)]] and putuaxlon

Prompt i
ha;reslmped the world, yet many schools,
colleges and universities still hold firmly
to pen and paper. Technology is neither a
blessing nor acurse. What matters is how
we use it, and increasingly it shapes how
welive. Amongsecondary school sluckn!s
Aluseis prcadmu fast. Very few remain
outside its grip when an assignment is
due. Young learners today have little
appetite for sitting with a problem for an
hour until it yields. I see their creativity
thinning, and their patience with it.

of your level or how you learn. The most
visible problem is cupiLd assignments, W]
but the deeper one is students uadmg dr

coming years. Meanwhile, AT has already
moved beyond the brick-and-mortar
classroom intothe digital one.

It is hard to find a student
whohas neverused itor knows AMember
nothing about it. 0
1 will concede that lhe use
of Al has real merits. It s}

students’ ability to st.erh ror
information and gives them
newwaystolearn and present
ideas. A short, clear answer arrives in
seconds and sparesthem hours of reading
through books. It can also shape its
response as a chart, a figure or a graph, in
whatever language therequest was made.
The trouble begins with how it is used.
Alanswers what you ask. It has no sense

Letters To The Editor | R editor@thestatesman.com

National song

conscience and religion under r\ruck‘ 2

hand. Then comes the ethical dilemma.

‘hich answer is the honest one: the one
awn from books and the student’s own

their study time forscreer

up with almost nothing in their heads.
Copyingananswer without grasping
a single line of the concept leaves a
kind of brain fog, marked by weak
focus, mental confusion and poor
memory. Classroomengagement has
fallen sharply, since an answer is
always afew seconds away. Students
sit in the room but are absent from
the lesson. The screen has cost their
health as well. Few in my class arrive
properly rested. Patience is shorter now,
and1 see more dmlct\ sudden ﬂ‘u'es of
temper, h ory

language, or the one generated by Al
when the substance of both is much the
same? The consequences surface quietly
in the examination hall, where students
whao have only ever copied are left with
nothing to write and fail.

The government has directed schools
touse Alin teaching and learning through
its Al policy, but it offers no clear plan
for implementing it or for evaluating
students. That gap at the centre widens
as Alusers multiply in every classroom.
Parents cannot tell whether their children
are on track. The assignments are

and isregular, yet

Theseare the young people who will one
day lead the government and steer the
economy, and they will do it with Al in

5 to the most important issue confronting,

Sir, The BJP government’s

the National Song, Vande

its insistence that the song be sung in its

Lnn:uv.upubhq_.ulmmw,s.mmlmmmle
While

compel citizens to sing all the stanzas of

questions. W

occupies an important place in India's
freedom struggle and deserves respect,
compelling citizens to sing portions that
contain religious references could conflict
with India’s constitutional commitment to
freedom of conscience and religious belief.

'l he Supreme Court’s decision in Bijoe

v.Stateof Kerala (1986) i

m thiscontext. The Court held thatstudents

between exploitation and voluntary assistance, and
between a genuine public wrong .md an individual’s exercise
of conscience. A law intended to protect freedom should not
create 4 situation in which people feel obliged to carry
paperwork proving that they are free.

fully stood during the National
Amhem but did not sing it could not be
compelled to do so when their objection
was based on genuine conscientious belief.
The judgment affirmed that freedom of

Vande deserves scrutiny.
Patriotism cannot be measured by one’s
willingness to participate in a prescribed
form of expression. Respect for the nation
must coexist with respect for freedom of
conscience, religious dluml) and the

principle of unityindi
Yours, etc., Tharcius S. l‘eru.\ndu
Chennai, 27 September.

Credibility
Sir, This refers to your well-written

editorial “Umpire on trial” published on 27
September which rightly draws attention

epaper.thestatesman.com

with an umpire is pertinent. An umpire
must not only be impartial but must also
command the confidence of both si
lhciamewa\ (h(. credibility of an ele
howitsind lence

examination scores are poor. Some begin
to wonder whether the teacher s teaching
well atall.

theyaris

sllmu!d a!sobcdcal( wi}h through

cannot be curtailed because an i the Election C today -not merely mec
declines to participate in a particular form ll< Ieg.!.l duth\)my but public confidencein  than leaving room for speculation.

and  of patrioti i ainsttl itutional and impartiality. Simil. r!y political parties should ensure
and historical background. any attempt to 'IL cli ‘theCi dml criticism of Lhe Commission is based

than
'lhr:u:mmmmn forits part, must respond
to legitimate questions with facts, clarity
;md (ranspan.nn

. the issue surpasses any

is secured, perceived and demonstrated.
[ would add that institutional credibility
is blll][ over many years but can I)c

electoral rulls, voter-data

mdmdml office-holder or political party.
Thecredibility of the Election Commission
Arable from that of the electoral

or internal on-making remain
insufficiently e\plam«.d

The Commission should. therefore, adopt

maximum transparency in such matters

erning,

its procedures. Internal differences, wherever

Aninstituti usted with conducting

not merely by asking citizen:
but by demonstrating why that trust is
justified.
Yours, etc., Amit Kanti Jana,
Kolkata, 28 September.
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Gandhi’s ideas have found
expression under Modi

ahatma
Gandhis
contribu
tion to
India was notconfined
to winning freedom
from colonial rule. He
also left behind a
powerful social and
cconomic vision of the India that
freedomoughttocreate:a clmn ludla‘

idea Gandhi had preached became a
national habit that the state attempted
to institutionalise.

The same transformation is visible
in Gandhi's idea of Swadeshi and
village industries. For Gandhi. khadi
wasnever merely fabric. It represented
self-reliance, productive work, dignity
of labour and the economic
empowerment of villages. The revival
of Khadiand Village lndus(ncx under

self-reliant villages. ty
for the poorest,empowerment of tribal
mmmunlum and a society free from
intoxicant: welw\mmuﬂhsModl
era offer a fascinating story of how
several of these distinctly Gandhian
ideals have been translated into
contemporary public policy-and,
importantly, measured at population
scale.

notag
imperative. Hi lnmnus Iormul‘\unn
that cleanliness is next m godliness
captured a larger belief: a free India
hadtobea dlgulﬁcd Indi .J[ld dignity
began with the most basic surroundings
in which people lived. When Prime
Minister Narendra Modi launched the
Swachh Bharat Mission on 2 October
2014, rural sanitation coverage stood
at just 39 per cent. By October 2019, it
had reached 100 per cent, with more
than 10 crore individual household
toilets constructed and all villages
declaring themselves Open Defecation
Free. The missi

waste management and ODF Plui
villages.

The significance goes beyond the
numbers. Swachh Bharat converted
sanitation from a government
department’s responsibility into a

mass behavioural movement. [t made
cleanliness a matter of citizens
and collective pride. In doing so, an

the Modig
mn;,lble evidence of this philosophy
acquiring a modern economic life.

According to provisional KVIG data,
sales of Khadi and Village Industry
products rose from Rs 31,154 crore in
2013-14 to Rs 1.87 lakh crore in 202526,
4501 per centinei Employment
in the sector has risen by 56 per cent
over the same period to 2.04 crore
people. The language has changed
from Gandhi’s Swadeshi to today's
\oml for Local, Local to Global and

i Bharat. But the
pmpmumn remains rLu)gm:ablL
India's villages should not merely
consume wealth generated elsewhere;
they should produce, create and
prosper themselves.

Gandhi's concern with economic
equality finds another contemporary
expression in financial inclusion. b
Constructive Programme expl lLll]
placed economic equali munglhe
foundations of a just society. The
Modi Jan Dhan architecture
has sought to give that ideal an
institutional foundation.

In August 2014, formal banking
access remained out of reach for
millions. Twelve years later, PM Jan
Dhan Yojana has crossed 59 crore
accounts, with deposits of Rs 3.17
lakh crore. More than 56 per cent of
account holders are women and nearly
78 per cent of accounts are in rural
and semi-urban areas. Over 41 crore
RuPay cards have been issued.

‘The deeper change is not the number
of bank accounts. It is the shift from
exclusion to economic agency. Through
the Jan-Dhan-Aadhaar-Mobile
architecture, welfare payments and
other financial services can reach
beneficiaries directly. A poor citizen
with a bank account, digital identity
and access to formal financial services
occupies a very different economic
position from one dependent upon
intermediaries. Gandhi's vision also
included the empowerment of Adivasis,
whom he regarded as anintegral part
of India’s social fabric. Here too, the
emphasis under Modi has increasingly
moved beyond welfare towards
livelihoods and entrepreneurshi

The Pradhan Mantri Janjatiya Vika
Mission has sanctioned 4,172 Van
Dhan Vikas Kendras, linking 1248
lakh tribal members to enterprises
built around value addition to minor

forest produce. These
centres provide
support for training,
processing, packaging,
brandingand market
access. By July 2026,
20911 of these centres
were [unctional, with
reported sales of
around Rs 168 crore.
The philosophical
shift is important.
Instead of seeing
tribal communities
only as beneficiaries
ofdevelopment, the
model seeks to
position them as
producers,
entrepreneurs and
owners of economic
value chains. That

resonates strongly
with  Gandhi’s
insistence on dignity,

self-reliance and
empowerment at the grassroots.

And then there is Gram Swaraj.
Gandhi did not romanticise a village
of deprivation. His ideal village was
clean, productive, connected to essential
services and capable of providing its
people with dignity and opportunity.
Modern technology has allowed this
ideal to be pursued in ways Gandhi
could never have imagi

participation in its management.
That is a contemporary interpretation
of Gram Swaraj: not isolation from
the world, but empowerment within
it.

The final Gandhian ideal is
Nashamukti, and here intellectual
honesty requires adifferent formulation.
Gandhi was a passionate opponent
of intoxicants and included prohibition
in his Constructive Programme. The
Modigovernment’s Nasha Mukt Bharat
Abhiyaan is an unmistakable
continuation of that social objective,
but a Drug-Free India remains a work
in progress, nota completed achievement.

Launched in 2020, the campaign
has expanded into a nationwide
movement involving awareness,
prevention, treatment, rehabilitation
and community participation. By July
2026, it had reached more than 29.32
crore citizens, including 11.20 crore
youth and 792 crore women, while
more than 21 lakh awareness activities
had been conducted in educational
institutions.

‘That distinction matters. The story
of the past twelve vears is not that
every Gandhian aspiration has been
completed. Itis that several of Gandhi’s
core ideas have moved decisively
from the realm of moral exhortation
into measurable public policy.
Swadeshi, economic

Jal Jeevan Mission is a powerful
illustration. When it began in 2019,
only 3.24 crore rural households -
16.72 per cent - had tap-water
connections. By July 2026, the figure
had reached 15.89 crore households,
or 82.09 per cent.

Add rural roads, housing,
electrification and digital connectivity,
and the village is no longer being
treated as the geographical opposite
of modernity. The objective is to
bring modern infrastructure to the

dignity, tribal empowerment, Gram
Swaraj and Nashamukti were not
merely Gandhi’s slogans. They were
his blutpnnl for a stronger India.
The Modi era has sought to give that
blueprint a 21st-century institutional
and technological form - taking ideas
born in the freedom struggle and
attempting to make them realities
for hundreds of millions of Indians.

The writer is a national spokespersan, BIP and
accomplished author

A costly way of raising fore

: ndia’s  forex

I (foreign
exchange)

reserves have

always oscillated

between tolerableand

able. After

BISHWAIT

balance ha
been negati a's dependence
on import of crude oil adds to the
discomfiture.

With a view to insulate India from
the vicissitudes of war. Reserve Bank
of Indiaconceived anex)
togamer asubsta
forex witheffect from 8 June 2026, by
wooing Non-Resident Indians (NRI:
NRIs lapped up the opportunity. $127.2
billion flowed in s 0 the FCNR
(Foreign Currency esident) “B”
deposit scheme of the RBIL Indi
foreign exchange (forex) reserves
swelled to a record high of $740.8
billion as on 31 August 2026.

FCNR-B deposits were so [ucrative
that the RBI had to close the scheme
prematurely on 31 August 2026, instead
of on 30 September 2026; otherwise,
India would have been further flooded
with costly unstable funds. as argued
hereinafter.

A salient feature of the FCNR-B
scheme is that entire funds with

interest are freely repatriable abroad.
Secondly, the funds are immune from
currency risks, which means, every
dollar shall be repaid only in dollar,
regardless of the dollar's exchange
rate prevailing on the date when the
NRI receives the funds abroad.

The RBI bears the exchange risk,
estimated at 3 per cent per annum.
The cost for raising $127.2 billion for
5 years (maximum) is an estimated
$19.08 billion. This is a direct fiscal
hit on India, with annual cost exceeding
a hefty $3.8 billion. Add to it the
interest burden on banks, and servicing
cost. The funds move out of India in
the end.

Thirdly, the funds with interest
accrued, are entirely tax free in India.

urthly, NRIs were allowed to leverage
funds up to “19 times the deposit
amount”, as reported in the Times of
India on 3 September. The report
states: “The borrowed funds could
thenbe placed as FCNR (B) deposits,
allowing the borrowers to earn a
spread of 1 per cent between their
borrowing cost and the return on
deposits.”

This means, against FCNR-B deposits
in India (for example @5 per cent
interest), funds can be borrowed
abroad (for example @4 per cent
interest), which can be further channelled
into another fresh FCNR-B deposit

in India earning for example 5 per
cent interest.

The process can keep multiplying.
This is called leveraging. In every
round of leverage, the NRI earns a
return of 1 per cent, which is also
known as arbitrage profit. It's money
forjam. Borrow at a lower cost abroad,
deposit them with a higher yield in
India, and pocket the difference.

Fifthly, FCNR-B deposits offered a
high rate of interest in dollars, in
some cases exceeding 7 per cent.

To e p].nn the mecha
Ssu NRIinSi
(SG) remits from his account with
Giti Bank SG. a sum of $100,000, to
his account with Bank “A” in Delhi.
towards FCNR-B deposits, yielding
interest @ 5 per cent.

At this point leveraging commences.
Bank “A” in Delhi marks a lien, on
FCNR-B deposits of $100,000, in
favour of Citi Bank SG. Against this
lien in favour of Citi Bank SG. the
NRIborrows $§100000 from Citi Bank
SG, with an interest liability @ 4 per
cent,

With funds so borrowed from Citi
Bank SG, the NRI remits a further
sum of $100.000 to Bank "A"in Delhi
into the corpus of his FCNR-B deposits.

If this exercise is carried out 19
times, then FCNR-B deposits will
become $2 million, earning interest

@ 5 per cent in Bank "A” in Delhi and
the NRUs loan account will show a
debit balance of $1900,000 in Citi
Bank SG, incurring a liability of interest
@ 4 per cent.

The NRI's yearly earning at a 1 per
cent intes profit on $19 million
will be $19.000. After five years this
will become $95000, which will be
his tax-free profit in India in 5 years.

If the NRT's initial F -B deu l
is $1 million, then after fiv
total tax free profit in India will hc
$950.000.

And the NRT's initial savings will
continue to earn tax free interest in
Bank "A" in Delhi.

Exactly, the same yield can be
worked out, by directly borrowing

$19 million in Singapore and depositing
$2 million (the borrowed sum plus
savings of $100,000) in Delhi. There
was no upper limit of FCNR-B, Little
wonder that $127.2 billion came in
swiltly.

Thus, FONR-B scheme 2026 attracted
only hot, unstable and costly funds.
This was not necessary, since India
already had about $650 billion of
forex reserves.

In emergent situations, softer
institutional borrowings should be
preferred to such unstable costly
funds as FCNR-B.

India’s finances deserve responsible
handling,

e Golt and
Lof Iy

The writer fs Senior Advocat
ex Additional Solicitor Gen
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OCCASIONAL
NOTE

Returns for the week ended September
18 show that 798 deaths were registered in
Calcutta during that time, giving a mortality
rateof 386 per thousand. Excluding “imported”
deaths, the rate for the town itself was
almost identical with that for the suburbs
2 in one case and 374 in the other.
Calcutta not having been afflicted by any
epidemic, the figures, which are largely in
excess of the average for the province —29.6,
according to the latest available statisti
need interpretation. They hardly consist
with the supposedly greater healthfulness
omk metropolis. Presumably the imported
cases are more numerous than the returns
suggest.

NewsItems

TORTURE OF PUBLICITY

PRINCE OF WALES
LIMITS PUBLIC
DINNERS

(From Our Special Representative,)
London, Sept.

Mr. A. G. Gardiner, in an article in the
Sta vs that the Prince of Wales's limitation
of public dinners is the first sign of a rebellious
spiritand should command public approval,
because the infinite vista of banquets must
besimply terrifying to the Prince who is the
greatest living victim of the torture of
publicity. Everywhere he is pursued by the
limelight and camera until his heart must
ache for the quiet seclusion enjoyed by
ordinary mortals, He is unable to buy a hat
without attracting as much attention as if
he were a gi hard life despite the
foolish belief that it is an enviable one. The
cruellest fact is that it is a sentence for life.

RELIEF OF WUCHANG

FRENCH AND
U. S. SHIPS
COMMANDEERED

Shanghai, Sept.

Amessage from Hankow says it is reported
that troops of Sun Chuanfang Tuchun of
Kiangsu, are approaching to ‘the reliefl of
Wuchang. French and American steamers
have been commandeered to bring troops
down the river from the Upper Yangtse.
—Reuter.

CHEMIST’S ERROR

HAPPY ENDING TO
RADIO HUNT FOR
CUSTOMER

London, Sept.

There has been a happy ending to the
wireless search for Mr. Penn, who was
given by a Birmingham chemist pills which
contained one-fourth of a grain of strychnine
instead of one-fortieth of a grain. This
afternoon the purchaser of the pills telegraphed
to the chemist from London, where he read
of the mistake in a newspaper. that none
of the pills had yet been taken. The
announcement has greatly relieved the
chemist, who upon the discovery of his
error, telegraphed a warning toevery Penn
in the directory.—Reuter.

HOARDED COINS

CONTINUED RUSH
TO SELL TO BANK

Paris,Sept.

The reappearance of the item in the
Banque de France’s balance sheet, “Gold
and Silver Coins Bought,” showing 6000000
francs purchased in Paris alone, substantially
reflects the scenes outside the bank of
daily lengthening queues exchanging
hoarded coins. The greatly augmented
bank staffis so busy counting long-unseen
cash that numerous gold bearer:
be turned away every night.
in the provinces has, in some cases,
necessitated extra police to control the
queues.—Reuter.
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Courage in the air
Flydubai ordeal raises troubling questions

HE bravery of an Indian pilot and others

who helped save 174 lives aboard a Fly-

dubai plane deserves a grand salute. The

flight from Dubai to Tel Aviv plunged after

the captain, Smit Machchhar, was stabbed
by his co-pilot. Despite his injuries, he managed to
open the cockpit door, allowing passengers and crew
to confront the attacker. Israeli flyer Yaniv Hayun was
among those who incapacitated the co-pilot before the
aircraft made an emergency landing in Saudi Arabia.
Their timely response prevented what would have
been a catastrophic tragedy.

There are several key questions that the ongoing
probe needs to answer. Why did the co-pilot attack the
captain? Was the act premeditated? Was there an ide-
ological motive, a personal grievance or another
explanation? Investigators from Saudi Arabia, the
UAE, Israel and other countries must establish the
facts. This task requires cooperation across borders.
Premature conclusions must be avoided, The theories
doing the rounds range from terrorism to radicalisa-
tion and mental health issues. Claims of Iranian
involvement have not yet been substantiated.

The harrowing incident, which comes days before
the third anniversary of the Hamas attacks on Israel,
has turned the spotlight on aviation security. How did
the co-pilot gain access to a weapon? Were existing
cockpit security procedures followed? Were warning
signs ignored? A transparent examination of aviation
protocols is required. For now, the clearest takeaway
is human rather than political. The wounded captain,
along with crew members and passengers, acted
under extraordinary pressure to keep an aircraft in
the sky. Their courage deserves utmost respect and
appreciation. Looking at the big picture, the aviation
authorities owe passengers the strongest possible
safeguards against the recurrence of such an episode.

Drugseizure
Massive haul underscores the challenge

NY massive drug haul highlights the

soundness of the strategies to prevent

smuggling, but also lays bare the enormity

of the challenge. As the use of drones com-

licates the sea and land route matrix, bor-

der security is a 24/7 test for the intelligence and inter-

ception capabilities. The seizure of 526-kg heroin and

methamphetamine from an Iranian dhow near Lak-

shadweep underscores the critical role of inter-agency

cohesiveness. The Gujarat Anti-Terrorism Squad and

the Indian Coast Guard acted in tandem to intercept

the Rs 3,000-crore consignment. It was booked by a

Nigerian, in all likelihood to be transported to Punjab

from Tamil Nadu. A transnational syndicate was dis-
mantled at the initial stage itself.

Narcotics smuggling and drug abuse are at the centre
of a heated political debate in poll-bound Punjab. A daily
dose of accusations and counter-allegations has become
par for the course. Peculiarly, the existing anti-drug
strategies are dismissed rather than debated, with the
result that even the space for constructive criticism
shrinks. Lost in the humdrum is a genuine exchange of
lived experiences, and with it the collective urgency to
firm up or relook at earnest efforts to deal with the drug
menace. While the pledge to eradicate drug smuggling
and addiction is commendable, it requires a unified effort
and shared wisdom. Political messaging matters on the
ground. No one party has all the answers, and no isolat-
ed strategy can succeed on its own. A common meeting
point on how to tackle the grave issue is essential. Work-
ing at cross-purposes is no solution.

The presence of five Pakistanis aboard the dhowis a
reminder, if any were needed, of the complex threat
India faces. As new transit corridors and entry points for
domestic distribution emerge, enhanced vigilance and
coordinated operations are non-negotiable.

OPINION

Ehe cl'ihurm CHANDIGARH | FRIDAY | 2 OCTOBER 2026

Military academies must raise the bar

There is a pressing need to review the selection procedure and training methodology

ADMIRAL ARUN PRAKASH (RETD)
FORMER CHIEF OF NAVAL STAFF

HE Indian armed

forces, apart from

contributing to the

defence and security

of the nation, also

form a distinctive strand in

India’s multi-ethnic and multi-

religious fabric. In the chaos

that often prevails, they not only

embody order and discipline

and uphold our democratic, sec-

ular traditions but also set high

standards of integrity, profes-

sionalism and excellence for
their compatriots.

For these reasons, our military

leaders were held in high regard

by civil society as exemplars of

honourable and ethical conduct.
But today, we find that the
armed forces are slipping in the
estimation of their fellow Indi-
ans, not only because of occa-
sional misdemeanours but also
due to signs of politicisation and
public display of religiosity
among the higher ranks.

India’s social and economic
transformation has been accom-
panied by a stéep decline in stan-
dards of private and public con-
duct. Hand in hand with
corruption goes the politicisation
of every system, including the
police, the bureaucracy, the legal
framework and the media. Com-
munalism and parochialism are
on open display at election time
since votes are sought on the
basis of region, caste and religion.

The slide in the military’s eth-
ical standards is often justified
on the grounds that since sol-
diers are drawn from society,
their conduct is bound to reflect
prevailing societal norms. This
facile logic must be firmly reject-
ed. Not only does every soldier
swear an oath of allegiance to
the Constitution, but also the
armed forces have traditionally
set their own standards and

CONCERN : A growing number of withdrawals at early stages of training in academies is worrisome. i

codes of conduct and are gov-
erned by stringent disciplinary
regulations. It was their adher-
ence to this self-imposed code —
not their place in the Warrant of
Precedence —that earned them
a high standing in society.

More than just a shield against
external threats, the armed
forces serve as a fundamental
anchor of the country’s social
stability and national well-
being. In order to maintain the
public’s trust as well as its own
internal cohesion, our military
leadership requires rigorous
grounding in key foundational
pillars such as upright and ethi-
cal conduct, secular principles
and apolitical neutrality.

There is an old saying:
“Mighty oaks from little acorns
grow.” To produce military lead-
ers with a strong moral fibre. fit
to occupy leadership positions,
the defence forces must groom
candidates along the right path
from the earliest possible stage.

Apart from the tri-service
National Defence Academy
(NDA), five key institutions
impart ab initio training—rang-
ing from 12 months to lour years
— before young

The quality of the
nation’s military
leadership is anissue
important enough for
the Chiefs of Staff
Committee to take
urgentnote of.

these “cradles of leadership”.

that moulds the character of

these youth forever.

Having passed out of the
NDA's portalsin 1964, Ireturned
33 years later as its Commandant
to find that the institution had
seen vast improvement in infra-
structure and facilities, the
enhanced syllabi and above all,
the ion levels of the

‘men and women as officers, It is
the rigorous physical and aca-
demic training, along with the
mental inculcation imparted in

young trainees. But what came
as a nasty swrprise was the
advent of a new ethos, which
required a cadet to possess a

basic “skill set” for survival.
This included cheating, man-
handling juniors, minor theft
and even impersonation — all
against the academy’s rules and
unheard of when Iwas a cadet in
the 1960s. Even more dismaying
was the benign and tolerant atti-
tude of the training staff towards
such misdemeanours. Many of
the young staff officers believed
that not only was such conduct
an “academy tradition,” but that
unless a “smart” cadet was
resourceful enough to “beg, bor-
row or steal” a few small things
and tough enough to give and
take a little manhandling, he
would be useless as an officer!
If we were to examine past or
recent trespasses by senior offi-
cers which have eamed the
armed forces a bad name, the
fundamental cause of misde-
meanours is the inability of an
individual to distinguish between
the “easierwrong” and the “hard-
erright”. It becomes obvious that
the instincts that motivate a
young cadet to commil minor
offences in the academy mutate
into serious character flaws in lat-
eryears and erode the integrity of
senior officers, leading them to
commit ethical lapses.
Anumber of disturbing trends
have been emerging from our
service academies, but they do

not seem to evoke the necessary
alarm or remedial responses
from the military hierarchy.
There have been periodic fatali-
tiesamong cadets and a growing
number of withdrawals at early
stages of training in academies.
These indicate that the selection
processes employed by the
Union Public Service Commis-
sion and the Services Selection
Boards, including the medical
criteria, may have become out-
dated and need drastic revision.
This is also a reflection not only
on the physical training
methodology and syllabi being
followed but also on the unwar-
ranted liberty granted to senior
cadets to conduct “fraining”
(ragging?) of juniors.

The selection of training staff
— both military and civilian —
needs to be far more stringent
and discriminating so that only
persons who can provide mature
and sensible guidance shape the
trainees’ outlook. In this context,
the academy’s Commandant
exerts an outsized influence on
the cadet body — by his person-
ality aswell as personal example.

Unfortunately, this post is
often treated as a convenient
short-term parking slot by serv-
ice headquarters (HQs) and
some “hand-picked” incum-
bents have even been removed
from command for serious mis-
conduct. Finally, many Com-
mandants have taken liberties
with the training curriculum and
even the customs and traditions
of these institutions by making
arbitrary changes. Such matters
need to be codified in the form of
a “Blue Book”, approved by
service HQs for implementation
in letter and spirit by the Com-
mandant and the staff.

The quality of the nation’s mili-
tary leadership is an issue impor-
tant enough for the Chiefs of Staff
Committee to take urgent note of,
It’s time for them to convene a
high-level military commission to
review the processes for the selec-
tion and induction of officer can-
didates into the services, evaluate
the training syllabi and methodol-
ogy being followed in our service
academies and recommend
reforms where required.

How well soldiers fight depends much on how well they are trained, motivated and led. —MajGentan Cardozo (retd)

Gandhis timeless
path of nonviolence

BHARAT DOGRA
AHATMA Gandhi, whose birth anniversary falls
today, was a man of peace who demonstrated how
umankind could be guided by nonviolence. At a

time when the world is beset by wars, civil strife, violence
against women and children, and online abuse, Gandhi’s path
of nonviolence deserves far greater attention.

Can we begin, in the spirit of Gandhi, with ourselves and our
immediate surroundings? When I conduct workshops on
peace and related issues, I begin by asking how often partici-

LETTERS E EDITO

Address the liability issue

Refer to Delhi gang-rape was administrative
failure’; Astha Kunj was not an aberration, it
was adesign failure. The heinous crime ina pub-
lie park should shock us not only for its brutali-
ty but also forits predictability. The simplest yet
the most hazardous response now is to lock
parksafter sunset, which unfairly punishes both
victims and the city. Delhi requires three essen-
tial actions. First, address the liability issue; sec-
ond, illuminate faces rather than roads; and
third, conduct mandatory CPTED (Crime Pre-
vention Through Environmental Design) audits
for every park. A faulty light fixture is not justa
maintenance issue; it undermines public trust.

A brave act saves many lives
Refer to ‘Indian captain fights off co-pilot try-
ing to crash Israel-bound plane’; confronted
with a sudden and grave crisis after being
attacked by the co-pilot, the Indian captain
showed extraordinary presence of mind and
courage. Though badly injured, he managed
to stabilise the plane till help came from other
crewmembers. The motive of the attacker co-
pilot is still unclear. But for Capt Smit
Machchhar's bravery, the plane could have
met a disastrous end. He has rightly been
hailed as Hero No.l1 by Modi, Netanyahu,
Trump and other world leaders.

WG CDR CL SEHGAL (RETD), JALANDHAR
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Half the battle
CF Andrews did not in the least exaggerate the truth when in the
course of an interview with the Associated Press on the eve of his
sailing for South Africa on Wednesday, he said that “the desire
for a settlement of the South African question was now

pants become angry in a week and whether they later regret
what they said or did under its influence. I also encourage
them to consciously avoid anger during a workshop and then
reflect on how they feel. The results are usually encouraging:
many report feeling calmer and more relaxed.

Another useful exercise is to become aware, over time, of
whether our words and actions cause distress to others, even
in small ways. Such yday and
become a practical way of learning nunvmlence.

These may seem like tiny steps compared with the
national movements spearheaded by Gandhi. Yet many
such steps, taken together, can bring about major change —
an important lesson from the Mahatma's life,

Questions were raised during Gandhi's lifetime about
whether violence could be justified against those résponsi-
b!e for extreme injustice. His enduring contribution was to

ate a path of nonviolent resistance to injustice.

on both sides, and that was half the battle.” So far as the Indian
community is concerned, the desire has always been there, The
struggle is not and has never been of its own seeking, and it
knows that it has nothing to gain and a great deal to lose by pro-
longing it, if it can possibly have a settlement consistent with its
self-respect, its inalienable birthright and its elementary self-
interest. Of the European community, one important section, led
by General Smuts, has always been in favour of some sort of a
settlement, though it has not seen eye to eye with the Indian
community itself as regards the precise lines on which this set-
tlement is tobe effected. Only recently, in a speech made by him
at Windsorton, General Smuts said: “Although you cannot solve
this problem for ever, you can make arrangements and compro-
mises; and I do feel that a settlement can be arrived at which will
safeguard the rights of everyone and that we shall not have any
great trouble about the matter.” General Smuts is no mere the-
oriser, no armchair politician. For years, he wielded the supreme
power in the State. He is perfectly familiar with all the difficul-
ties of the problem, of which the Union Government has been
making so much. Indeed, there is no another South African
statesman who has had so long or so close an acquaintance with
the problem as has General Smuts.

Despite many obstacles, he persisted in the belief that injus-
tice could be strongly opposed and sometimes defeated with-
out violence. His approach was appreciated by prominent
figures such as Albert Einstein and Martin Lutheér King Jr.

Practising r iol can promote k and peace,
contributing to emotional and spiritual well-being. Although
people differ in temperament and instinets, most of us need
to make a conscious effort to imbibe the philosophy of ahim-
sa. Self-restraint, thoughtfulness, education and training
can steadily strengthen this capacity. The first step, howev-
er, is recognising that such change is needed.

Gandhi's legacy offers lessons beyond the freedom strug-
gle. He also devoted himself to social equality and non-dis-
crimination, prohibition of alcohol, public hygiene, rural self-
reliance and greater participation by women in public and
sacial life. These concerns remain important today. Social
and environmental movements continue to draw inspiration
from his vision of a life guided by need rather than greed.

The path of nonviolence, therefore, is not merely a memory of
the past; it remains a practical and creative avenue for building
amore peaceful and humane future,

Thewriter is honorary convener, Campeign to Save Earth Now
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ASHOK AGGARWAL, KURUKSHETRA

Making Ayushman scheme work
Refer to ‘Heaitheare hurdle’; the Ayushman
scheme, launched with good intentions, needs
practical reforms to make healthcare truly
Automatic digital verification
should eliminate paperwork, while emergency
pracedures should receive i
bound pre-authorisation. A single-window
online system can reduce bureaucratic delays
and enable patlents to track approvals, High-

accessible.

ergover

Testament to human courage

Apropos of ‘Indian captain fights off co-pilot
trying to crash Israel-bound plane’; the harrow-
ing incident aboard a Flydubai flight serves as

a chilling

time-

of mid-air v

yetit ultimately highlights an extraordinary. acl
of courage. Despite being severely injured,
Capt Smit M:

ht back, preventing

ding and faster

reimbursement to hospitals can improve
implementation. Hospitals should be required
to provide rational and effective treatment
without unnecessary testing or inflated billing.

VUAY KUMAR KATIAL, PANCHKULA

Proactive efforts

a crash and enabling passengers and cabin
crew to enter the cockpit to neutralise the
attacker. In a world often marred by tragedy,
the Indian pilot’s valour shinés as an inspiring
testament to human bravery and profession-
al duty. The mid-air assault carries crucial les-
sons for global aviation, Air safety standards
must evolve to address internal security
breaches with the same seriousness as

applied to external threats.

Aad

Refer to ‘Healthcare hurdle’; the Rohtak expe-

rience should not only be a wake-up call for the
state of Haryana but also for other states. To
convert each eligible patient into a beneficiary,
all that the government needs to do is adopt a
multi-pronged approach. Intensifying aware-
ness campaigns through gram panchayats,
schools, ration shops, ASHA workers and ver-
nacular newspapers is one effective method.
Hospitals must put up alist of the services cov-
ered and a list of patients who were denied
these services, so that course correction can be
done. To ensure that each beneficiary has
access to dignified and affordable healthcare,
all stakeholders must be completely aligned.

BAL GOVIND, NOIDA

SANJAY CHOPRA, MOHALI

Protect India’s diversity

The ongoing digital census operations appear
to be selective and partisan. Caste question-
naires smack of politics, which is being played
with impunity. A dichotomy is perceptible as
Pandora’s box has opened up, Census opera-
tions have been advanced in states going to
polls shortly, whereas uniformity in their tim-
ing should have been the hallmark of the
exercise. There is a dearth of vision and
insight on the part of leaders. So arbitrary
rules and regulations must be reviewed to pro-
tect and promote India’s composite culture
and peaceful coexistence,

JARNAIL SINGH BRAR, BATHINDA

Letters to the Editor, typed in double space, should not exceed the 200-word limit.
These should be cogently written and can be sent by e-mail to: Letters@tribunemail.com



VIVEK KATJU
FORMER SECRETARY, MINISTRY
OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

NATIONAL dai-

ly broke a story

on  September

23 about the

objections raised
by Election Commission-
ers, Sukhbir Singh Sandhu
and Vivek Joshi, to some
key decisions taken by the
Election Commission of
India (ECI), either without
consulting them or against
their views.

It was reported that they
had recorded their views on
14 occasions in 10 months,
but their concerns remained
unaddressed. They asserted
that in some important mat-
ters, the ECI was going
against its own statute, which
provides that decisions
should be taken unanimous-
ly, but wherever that is not
possible, the majority view
would prevail. The Chief
Election Commissioner
(CEC) is only the first among
equals. He cannot assume the
powers of the ECL

Sandhu and Joshi were
upset at apparently being
ignored by CEC Gyanesh
Kumar. Hence, even though
they took a different position
internally on certain impor-
tant statutory points relating

DINESH C SHARMA
SCIENCE COMMENTATOR

AST week, the
Union govern-
ment’s Department
f Science and
‘hnology (DST)
signed an agreement with a
private space firm, Agnikul
Cosmos, for extending finan-
cial support of Rs 200 crore
under the Research Develop-
ment and Innovation (RDI)
Fund for the development ofa
reusable launch vehicle or
rocket, The idea is to recover
from space not just a part of a
rocket after the launch but to
make the rocket fully
reusable. The technology is
aimed at reducing launch and
manufacturing costs greatly,
and minimising the genera-
tion of space debris.
Developing a reusable
launch vehicle (RLV)isacom-
plex challenge, involving a
slew of technologies to sup-
port controlled descent and
recovery, propulsion systems
forrestart and deep throttling,
as well as critical capabilities
for descent and landing oper-
ations. That’s why RLV devel-
opment remains the Holy
Grail of the space industry.
The move comes on the
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1o the Special Intensive Revi-
sion (SIR), they had publicly
endorsed the exercise.

There is no evidence indi-
cating that they considered
whether there was sufficient
time to reach all voters effi-
ciently and effectively before
elections were held in Bihar
and West Bengal when the
SIR decision was taken in
June 2025. Nor did they
object to its methodology,
which put an enormous
strain on a large number of
legitimate voters.

It was, therefore, prema-
ture for Rahul Gandhi at his
media conference on Sep-
tember 24 to praise Sandhu
and Joshi for their internal
objections.

What he overlooked was
that both of them were
appointed by the same
process as Kumar and that
the considerations which
led to his appointment
would have been applied to
theirs too. It was difficult to
visualise that either would,
after assuming office, real-
ly and publicly. do a
Thomas Becket.

That they were cut from
the same cloth as Kumar's
became clear when they
joined him at a media con-
ference on September 26
after a full CEC meeting.
The meeting's note shows
that Kumar climbed down
from his high horse and
agreed that he would take
the Commissioners along, as
the statute requires him to
do. Did an unseen hand
advise him appropriately?

Likewise, did the same hand

OPED
EClI row does a disservice

counsel Sandhu and Joshi
that they should not publicly
embarrass the poll panel? A
compromise was obviously
worked out. Both the Com-
missioners implicitly reiterat-
ed that the SIR was a unani-
mous ECI decision and also
that the controversial addi-
tions to Form 6 for the dura-
tion of the SIR were valid.
Now that the Supreme
Court may examine if, in
some matters, Kumar had

The political class
should come toan
understandingon

to the right to vote

CHAOTIC : The ECI's handling of the SIR has been lacking in many respects. p1i

throw more weight behind
Kumar because the INDIA
bloc has decided to go all out
to target him as part of its
'vote chori' campaign.
Kumar is also taking some
corrective action, as wit-
nessed, by restoring the orig-
inal Form 6 in states where
the SIR exercise has been
completed. However, the
Supreme Court will have to
specifically weigh in on the
manner Form 6 has been

exceeded his authority, it - NOtallowingElection  used during the SIR.

remains to be seen whether
the exposé will have unin-
tended consequences for
the CEC and the govern-
ment, too. On its part, the
ruling dispensation will

Commissioners to
enter politics after
they demit office.

Supreme Court judge
recently stated that the ECI
should be manifestly inde-
pendent. This can only be
achieved if the political
class comes to an under-

standing that the Election
Commissioners would not
be allowed to enter politics
after they demit office.

Unfortunately, past experi-
ence suggests that this may
be impossible to achieve.
The Congress not only
appointed a CEC who was
widely believed to be sym-
pathetic to the party but also
made former CEC MS Gill a
Rajya Sabha MP as well as a
minister. Was this proper
even if no law was trans-
gressed? Should umpires of
the electoral process be
made players?

The ECI's handling of the
SIR has been lacking in
many respects. Some correc-
tive action is now being tak-
en to address logical discrep-
ancies and mapping issues.
The Commission made
onerous demands on many
voters, some of which were
almost impossible to fulfil.
But the real problem is in
respect of proving that a per-
son is a citizen if she was
born after 1987.

It can be asserted that once
the country moved away, in
that year, from treating any-
one born in India as a citizen,
no single document — like a
birth certificate — could
authoritatively prove a per-
son's citizenship.

Indeed, it can equally be
asserted that now not even all
documents taken together
can conclusively prove a per-
son's citizenship if his parents
were born after 1987. Ironical-
ly, only naturalised citizens
have conclusive papers relat-
ing to their Indian citizenship.

Reusable rocket pact plugs a vital tech gap

heels of reports from China
and Japan. In July, China
demonstrated reusable rocket
technology by recovering the
first stage of its Long March
10B rocket after it placed a
satellite in orbit. The rocket
was designed to return to
Earth through controlled
descent at a sea-based recov-
ery platform.

This has made China only
the second country, after the
US, to have achieved a vertical
landing of an orbital-class
rocket. SpaceX, founded by
Elon Musk, has performed
dozensof such landings, bring-
ing down the cost of space
transportation.

A few days after China,
Japan conducted the first
experimental flight of its
RLV prototype developed
Jjointly by the Japanese space
agency and Mitsubishi. This
isaprecursor to abigger proj-
ect to develop a single-stage
reusable rocket in collabora-
tion with French and German
space agencies.

India has been alive to the
need of developing its own
RLV for along time. The RLV/
project of the Indian Space
Research Organisation
(ISRO) was approved in 2012,
and since then, several tech-
nologies like autonomous
landing, supersonic flight
and powered cruise flight
have been developed and
evaluated. ISRO's RLV is a
winged vehicle like the now-
retired space shuttle of
NASA. It looks similar to an

SPACE ACE : Developing a reusable launch vehicle is a complex challenge. pri

aircraft but combines the
complexity of both a launch
vehicle and an aircraft. In
2024, RLV was given a name
— Pushpak. Agnikul's rock-
et is called Agnibaan.

The quantum of assistance
(Rs 200 crore) extended to
Agnikul may give rise to an
impression that the govern-
ment, perhaps for the first
time, is supporting a private
company in direct competi-
tion with a government R&D
entity engaged in a highly
strategicand globally compet-
itive technology area. Such
aid need not automatically
imply that ISRO’s RLV proj-
ect has not been adequately
backed (it gets milestone-
based funding) or will get a
lower priority after the gov-
ernment support to Agnikul.

Reusable rocket
technology isaimed
atreducinglaunch &
manufacturing costs
and minimising the

generation of
space debris.

Inany case,acomparison of
the two RLV projects is not
fair because they follow two
different technological archi-
tectures. ISRO's RLV is a
winged spaceplane (to be pro-
pelled into space by a rocket
which may or may not be
reusable) and Agnikul's RLV
is a reusable vertical take-off
and return rocket. The end
use of the two vehicles may
also differ. Still, the govern-
ment should make it clear
that it has no intention of
deprioritising ISRO's RLV
project, particularly in view of
the concerns raised by scien-
tists unions about the entry
of the private sector.

While the government has
taken a balanced approach by
funding two parallel projects
in adeep tech area of national

importance, the manner in
which these investments are
executed is equally critical.
Agnikulis not the only private
project tohavereceived sucha
level of government funding.
Last week, two more agree-
ments were signed for provid-
ing sizeable financial support.
GalaxEye Space Solutions of
Bengaluru will get Rs 63.84
crore to develop a multi-sen-
sor satellite with extremely
high-resolution imaging capa-
‘bility. Ubifly Technologies gets
Rs 285 crore in financial sup-
port (out of the total project
costof Rs 570 crore) to develop
a small electric plane to be
used as an air taxi.

Inmost of these projects, the
government funding accounts
for nearly 50 per cent or more
of the respective project costs.
If the funding is given by way
of equity, the government

The SIR exercise has been
upheld by the Supreme
Court. In the lakhs of dis-
putes relating to West Bengal
where persons were left out
of the electoral rolls, the
Court decreed that judicial
officers would adjudicate
appeals against exclusion.

When it was pointed out
that the process could not be
completed before the Assem-
bly elections in the state, Jus-
tice Joymala Bagchi, who
was part of the Bench hear-
ing the matter, initially
remarked: "This election per-
haps they (meaning voters)
cantvote. The more valuable
right to remain on the rolls
will be preserved".

More recently, CJI Surya
Kant, heading a Bench that
declined to urgently hear a
plea relating to pending
appeals in West Bengal pri-
or to the October 6 byelec-
tions, was reported to have
said: "They are only byelec-
tions, that's all."

With great respect, this
writer would submit that
the maxim guiding the
courts in matters relating to
elections should be ‘Every
voter's rights are sacred in
every election’,

Even if the right to vote is
not a fundamental right, it is
so precious that its sacred-
ness should be recognised
by the courts. A citizen who
is found later to be entitled
to vote but was denied to do
50 in an election would bit-
terly consider herself as
being a child of a lesser god.
Should the courts go along
with such agony?

gic technology is developed
using public funding extend-
ed by DST and the company
gets taken over by a multina-
tional or a bigger rival, then
the very purpose of develop-
ing strategic capability with
public money would be lost.
This is not a hypothetical sit-
uation — it happened with
vaccine development in the
late 1990s. The Technology
Development Board of the
DST, the entity which is fund-
ing Agnikul and Ubifly, fund-
ed biotech startups to break
the monopoly of multination-
al vaccine suppliers. With lib-
eral grants from the DST for
R&D, two Indian companies
could successfully drive down
Hepatitis vaccine prices glob-
ally. However, soon thereafter,
one of the two vaccine firms
supported by the DST was
taken over by a competing

would beamajority
er in these startups and thus
haveasay in their governance.
But the government support is
being given in the form of
Optionally Convertible Deben-
tures, in which finance is
extended as debt with an
option fo convert it into equity.
Private companies are
answerable to their investors
and shareholders and not
necessarily to the govern-
ment, even though it may
have extended the seed mon-
ey in the form of debt. Merg-
ers, acquisitions and technol-
ogy transfer for the sake of
profit-making are normal in
the private sector. If a strate-

YESTERDAY'S SOLUTION

inational y, and
the DST or the government
could do nothing about the
transaction. In effect, public
funding was used to build a
capability in a critical area
which ultimately landed in
the hands of a multinational
vaccine company.

Let's not end up in a simi-
lar situation in the deep tech
sector. The government must
put in place necessary checks
and balances wherever it is
committing public funding
to private projects. The
stakes are high both in terms
of the level of funding and
the strategic importance of
the technologies involved.
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Why Gandhi’s talisman
should remain resonant

In 1947, he urged decision-makers to ask whether the poorest and weakest would benefit. The

test didn’t just survive India’s pursuit of rapid economic growth, it’s especially salient today

will give youa talisman,” Mahatma Gandhi
offered in a handwritten note shortly
before India achieved freedom in 1947,
“Whenever you are in doubt, or when the
self becomes too much with you, apply the
following test. Recall the face of the poorest
and the weakest man whom you may have seen,
and ask yourselfif the step you contemplate is
goingto be of any use to him. Will he gain any-
thing by it? Will it restore him to control over
his own life and destiny? In other words, will it
lead to seearajfor the hungry and spiritually
starving millions?” Back then, ‘talisman’ con-
ed asortofnorth star for guidance, ‘man’
s gender-neutral and the Hindi term ‘swarqj
meant one's own liberty asmuch as national
self-rule. The basic test that Gandhi set, how-
ever, retains both its clarity and vitality. Indeed,
it ought to resonate across generations, regard-
less of how large India’s economy grows.

For four-and-a-half decades, it was largely
interpreted as a socialist filter. It may well have
nudged India to adopt a ‘mixed economy," as
proposed by the Bombay Plan of 1944 drafted
by J.R.D. Tata, G.D. Birlaand other leading
industrialists. Even the country’s policy remix
0f 1991 was broadly justified as a path out of
mass deprivation. “We need to expand the
scope and the area for the operation of market
forces,” Manmohan Singh noted in his 1991
budget speech, arguing that while price-sy:
reforms would improve resource allocation,
state intervention must focus on the needs of
those on “the edges of a subsistence economy.™
Without wealth creation, Singh added, we
would not be able to end “abject poverty, igno-
rance and disease.” He wanted wealth har-
nessed in harmony with equity and justice to
end poverty and serve everyone, for which he

said Gandhi's philosophy of trusteeship “should
be our guiding star.” Since 2014 relief for the
hard-up has been amajor policy theme of the
Narendra Modi government too, with many
welfare outlays expanded. That a larger eco-
nomic pie means more money for national goals
is now an axiom. The only way to tackle poverty,
Modi said in his 15 August address of 2018, was
“through the empowerment of poor people.”
This wasa shift in emphasis away from entitle-
ments, butin consonance with Gandhi's advice.
Over the past 25 years, India has seen a sharp
drop in extreme poverty. Yet, as the country
prospers, how badly Indian multitudes have
been left behind by prosperity—at least in rela-
tive terms—looks more stark than ever. This
lends Gandhi'stest a renewed urgency. Signs
ofa ‘K-shaped’ economy persist long past the
covid shock, with the well-off wealthier but vast
numbers more or less stuck where they are.
Such asplit in upward mobility could spell pre-
mature market saturation, which may dampen
investment in productive capacity, constrain
India's overall accessto capital and leave usina
‘middle-income trap. Intimations of it, evident
insome sectorsalready, cannot be hrushed
aside. If quality-of-life aspirations slump in the
face of real-world hardships, the harder it will
be to break above a GDP-per-head level that can
fund a state apparatus designed to secure equi-
table health and education for all. Had this been
an earnest priority right from the start, India’s
post-1947 emergence may have dodged the risk
of that trap, arguably. But it is never too late to
plug the gaps that may get in the way of our
goals. Thisexercise must take inequities into
account that economic theory tends to ignore.
ven aflicker of doubt over the country’s path
should make us recall the poorest and weakest.
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EINino has spelt a twin whammy
for the country’s rural economy

Deficient rainfall threatens not just food security but also rural incomes. India must relieve distress

MANSHU
is associate professor at jawaharlal Nehru
University and visiting fellow at the Centre
de Sciences Humaines, New Delhi.

he monsoon season technically

ended on 30 September. As

expected, itwas affected by the El
Nifio phenomenon, which typically
leads to deficient rainfall in the Indian
subcontinent. While final figures are yet
to be released, our cumulative rainfall
deficit until 29 September was 13%,
marginally higher than during the 2014
drought. M()l'(‘ l]\ an lhc Ag,gn'gule Wl hal

deficiency of 25% in easl
southern peninsula. The least deficitis
incentral India (just 3%) and then in
north-west India (6%). However, there
is large variation within central Inclia,
withsome vulnerable a icha
Marathwada (-39%), Vidarbha
and Saurashtra (-23%) affected badly.
North-west India is generally an irri-
gated area and thus lessimpacted by
insufficient rains during the monsoon
season. However, both eastern India
and the southern peninsulainclude
large parts that are primaril;
and weak rainfall impacts these areas
proportionately more. For example,
Bihar (-32%). Assam (-10%), Rayalas-
eema (-40%) and the interior regions of
Karnataka (-31%) are likely to witnes
significant impact on agricultural pro-
duction, Within large states too, the
hot uniform, with
B nand
others largely def ﬁmml Forexample,

rainfall deficiency i

allhnu;zh Bihar hasan overall 31% defi-
66% of its districts reported defi-
infall. As for other states, 97% of
i .(ﬂ"mDI'Ma[\arahlllm'. 82%
Nadu'sand 68% of Gujarat’s
districts reported deficient rainfall,
Itishard to predict the precise nmpm
onagricultural output, given India's
diverse agro-climatic zones and varied
cropping patterns. Any optimism over
this year'ssowing coverage, at 110.8
million hectares s largely misplaced.
Sowing data in India can hardly serve as
anindicator ofagri-health, given the
preponderance of smalland tiny farm
holdings. The predominance of sub
ence farming also means that farmers
don'tleave their land fallow despite
deficient rains. Leaving it fallow is a
Iuxury that few can afford. Deficient
rainfall, however. does show upin crop-
ping-pattern changes and the yields of
cropssown. While yield data will only
be available after the harvest, sowing
numbers suggest adecline inrice acre-

recent years. In 2014, when India's
rainfall deficiency was last at 12%, its
impact on gross value added (GVA) was
not ».n;,num ant, with agricultural GVA
incre 1 by 1.2%. The index of agricul-

mEm
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This year's 13% rainfall deficiency
has hurt farm output, justasa
2014 shortfall did. Unevenrains
across the country leftsome
regions worse off than others,
multiplying harvest risks,

It helps that India has high food
stocks but households may still
find staples going out of reach.

Rising prices and weak farm
earnings constitutea twin shock

that policy mustaddress.
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tural production, however, sawasharp
lecline. Rice, the primary kharif
crop, witnessed only al% output decline
but the overall output of cereals in that
agricultural year. including rabi crops,
was down4.5%, along with pulses and
foodgrain output, which fell 4.9%, the
most after 2009-10. It wasn't rice but
wheat that witnessed a big decline in
2014 its output dropped 9.7%, which
pulled down overall cereal production.
“This year is likely to be similar, with
rabi cropsalso likely to get affecte
waterreservoirs have been impacted
and EINinois expected tostrengthen in
the u)nung months. By latest estimates,
sreservoir levels are lower than
dbelow last year’s.
essment must, therefore, also

hasalready led to decline in fertilizer
use. Along with rising energy prices,
Indian farmers face a double whammy
of declining farm production and
profitability.
Theissue isno longerwhether agri-
culture will witness lower output and
lower yields, but the extent of it nation-
allyand its regional spread. Since this
infall deficiency has been
reater in many rain-fed areasand other
l\uuwn forlow agricultural pro-
the impact will not be limited
iltural income compression.
International agencies such as the
United Nations World Food Pro-
gramme have predicted a 22% global
rise in the severity ofacute hunger.
While India may be relatively insu-
lated, thanks to publicly held cereal
stocks, a threat to food security ¢
beignored. At the same time, supply
shocks will create inflationary pressures
that make it all the more difficult for the
poorand vulnerable to bu;
atime when India’s rural
already under stress due to I's
costs (mainly energy and fertilizers), the
priority should be to protect the rural
economy from the twin threats of food
insecurity and income compression.
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Iadhere to my doctrine of
trusteeship in spite of
ther
poured upon it. It is true that
itis difficult to reach.
Sois non-violence. But we
made up our minds in 1920
to negotiate that steep
ascent. We have found it

idicule that has been

worth the effort.

MAHATMA GANDHI "

How the Tata legacy evokes Gandhi's idea of trusteeship

AJIT RANADE

o

is senior fellow with Pune
International Centre

fare of the community.”
meant what

andhi’sbirthanniversary this year
anappropriate oceasion (o ey
~ hisideaof trusteeship. The dispute
&) involving Tata Trusts and
made it alive question: how
preserve a social purpose across genera-

tions, especially when those entrusted with
\ it disagree?

Mahatma Gandhi accepted that talent
and enterprise could create wealth and live-
lihoods. But what did ownership entitle a
do with that wealth? In 1939, he
he restofmy wealth belongsto the
community and must be used for the wel-
By ‘the rest,” he
Jafterant bl

public infrastructure and the <mlnhl\ that

helps businesses groy
butions appears full

cial figures. Inaddition, unborn generations
inherit the effects of decisions made today.

Tatalegacy. Equally, the value of an owner-

nessdecisions, wi

holds decision-makers

1 how the Trusts fulfil their

ship structure icated to phi py | ac
cannot be solely g | charita il
mdrl((lpnw Hence. lhls(lxspmedcsen 'S4

that business

Asenlightened corporate citizens
nies are expected to take these eff

licence to operate, with so
consent renewed by their conduct.

Tata Sons has
an a busing

166"

licpurpose. P

mpa-
into
account. Such companies earn an implicit
ety’s unspoken

S The Tata Group provides a rare example
of anownershipstruct lurclmnll around pub-
< of

governance and the purpose for which the
Trustsexist. The Tata inheritance belongsto
the public in a moral sense, alongside the

Gandhi'sideaals hesinside th
A company may fund hmplmls while also
EXPOSIng Wol
ing small suppliers late or damaging local
water

plete rulebook foramodern corporation.
That foundation isa good guide fordeci-
sion-making. Boards can hold leaders

firm.

vorker safety, fair
of suppliers and environmental harm,

kers idable d . pay-

purces. Ind corporate social

legalrightso fits
directors, This is a test of whether those
rightsand duties canworktogether with the
Group's philanthropic missior

Tata Sons, the group’ s holding company.

the Trusts are Lo su:
ata philanthropy stretches
acentury; the Trusts’ commandin

livelihood. That wealth would be held with
owners who must act as custodians and

trustees wie That model
Trust is at the heart of economic life. | greements over leadership and a possible
\‘lw)rk(‘r\pl’\(('|h(lr\a.l(‘n and livelihoodsin | public gon thestock market. Thereare
tomersrelyon | legal regulatory

of Gandhi’s id

The Trusts draw on wealth created by suc=
cessful businesses to support education,
healthand other causes. Those businesses,
in turn, must remain competitive and well
n their work.
back more than
kein
aninstitu-
tional form. This seems likea working model

now understrain, with disa-

its pr udumumlenlrmm with theirmoney
and data. Communities provide land, water,

Other ar are possible that
reflect the spirit of Gan-

subsunml wealth from
hisown holding in Wipro
to philanthropy while
keeping philanthropic
institutions apart from
control of the company.
“The Tata Trustscombine
philanthropy with deci-
sive ownership at the
apex. Both approaches

and rights of

L none
ofwhich canbe waved away by invoking the

pecially clear
ml('a onwhomakes busi-

spend 2% of their:
causes; much !
this. But expenditure after profits are earned
cannot by itselftell us how: i

amn
QUICK READ

The Tata Group offersarare
example of an ownership
structure built around public tee
purpose. Its model is now under
stress amid disagreements over
leadershipanda public listing.

The modelis akin to Gandhi's
idea of business owners halding
wealth as custodians for saciety.
Resolving the Tata crisis requires
areconciliation of its corporate

and philanthropic endeavours.

ity law directs qualifying firms to
verage net profits onsocial
ful work may result from

financial performance. Commu-
ted by large projectscan get areal
deeds, board rules and suc-
e nprotecta public purposeif
a widely respected leader is no longer
around to reconcile disagreements,
Classical economics ]us much to say

ly those
profitswere earned.

Is trusteeship too
dependent on the good-
\\‘ill of owners? (J.m([]u

he diffi

ahouthow tionand
exchange. Marxian economics who
ownsthe meansof productionand who gets
the gains. Gandhi asked what obligations
follow from th power toownand produce.

He t.|llvd absolute lms-
'~Iup an abstraction
like Euclid’s definition of
4 point,” yet thought it
worthstriving for. Healso
recognized the need for
public pressure and regu-
lation. Hiseconomi cshas
a clear founda in

Human dignity. restraint and the welfare of
swere part of this Gandhian econom-
questionscan arise under private
ownership, worker ownership and state
ownership alike.

Gandhi wrote: “A trustee hasno heir but
the public.” The Tatadispute shows how dif-
ficult it can be to safeguard that principle
|hmu;,,hdungmzumzs Tislesson forother

human dignity, restraint
andthewelfare ofothers,
evenifitdoesnotsupply a

toask, while building wealth,
whose trust makes that wealth possible—
and how that trust will be preserved among
those who come afier us.
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The Lindsey Graham Sanctioning
Russia and Iran Act is a travesty

Not only is it an outlier in international trade relations, it reflects much of what s wrong with todays war-ravaged world

I
INDIRA RAJARAMAN
isan economist.

oday, on the birthanniversary of

Mahatma Gandhi, a national holiday

butobserved perfunctorily in terms of

what he stood for, we can only rue the

spectacle ofaworld hell-bent on war.

The Graham Act of 2026 passed by
both houses of Congress in the United States of
Ame-ncd and signedinto law on 18 September,
places (without explicitly naming) India
inthe line of fire for l)(-mgdmnng the top five
importers of Russian crude oil. India stands
absurdly implicated thereby for being a financier
ofthe Russian side of the war in Ukraine. Since it is
an enabling legislation, the President of the United
Statesis not obliged toact on the powers conferred
by the new law to impose tariffs of upto 100% on
importsinto the US from erring countries, India
among them.

Internationally, thisis arelatively rare instance
ofacountry finding it fit to punish third parties for
having trade dealings with countries formally
named and targeted in a piece of legislation despite
there being no formal declaration of war against
lhvm By implication, Ru\sld .m(l Inm h.n'u bcs‘n

as forever

(‘ounlrv.
During the apartheid era, many countries had
trade sanctions against South Africa, but sanctions

rarely involved one country punishing a third
country for trade dealings with South Africa by
levying source-specilic tariffs on them.

The Graham Act penalizes importers of Russian
natural gas differently from Russian crude oil. I
naturalgas, a floor of15% of total Russian gas
exports has to be crossed before an importing
country qualifies for punitive tariffs on its exports
to the US. Iftotal exports of Russian natural gas
can be increased by finding new buyers, present
importing countries above that floor could fall
below it without reducing their absolute imports.
With crude oil, by contrast, only the rank order in
the importer list matters. Crude oil carries no
defined floor for punishability in either percentage
orabsolute terms.

The lenience towards natural gas clearly gives an
adv: auln;..c o Lurnpmn buyers of Russian l‘ll(‘l ey,

ly favouring countries lin
lhexrﬁupmn for Ukraine. Clearly there were other
objectivesor biasesat play. Of course, erude oil
is much the biggest export earner for Russia,
between double or triple what the country earns
from exports of natural gas.
Graham Act cleared the House of Repre-
sentatives by a wide margin of 262-159 (14-absten-
tions), with wide cross-party support. Support for
the bill therefore stands at an impressive 60% of
the duly elected representatives from a total of
435 C< mm\’asmml districts. Even lhough Con—

ic d tog zhly

equal demographic representation acrossall
states, it does not necessarily follow that 60% of
the people of the US support the bill. Congressio-
nal representatives do notalways vote according
1o majority opinion in their respective districts on
every issue.

courtofappeal. The
World Trade Organization is in tatters. The Most
Favoured Nation (MFN) princi-

ple hasnow become a sad joke.
Inany case, international bodies
cando nothing tooppose alaw
passed through due process,
even ifit seriously overrides
international treatie:

The office of the United
States Trade Representative
(USTR) will now be in the busi-
nessofcalculatinga 12-month
moving average of country-wise
purchases of oil from Russia to
identify the top five purchasers
liable under the Act to punitive
levies, whether the President
chooses to impose a punitive
levy ornot. And this average
will be reassessed every six months. What a come-
down for the USTR. once seen as a powerful
enforcer of international e rules.

The bite of the Graham Act, if implemented, will
bea function of how easily oil importers can find
replacement from other sources. What seemed
like a possible easing of Iranian icti n
passage through the Strait of Hormuz, reciprocally

EEE
QUICK READ

The USlaw is arareinstance of
third parties at risk of being
penalized for trade dealings with
specified countries despitethere  call:
being no formal declaration
of war against them.

Wars in Europe and West Asia
have put Indiain a tight spot, given
itsdependenceonoilimports. A awa
shift to clean energy is aworthy
aim but New Delhi will need to
riegotiate with the US for now..

with US easing of the naval blockade of Iranian
ports, took a jagged turn for the worse on Saturday,
26 September, because of renewed attacks on
Saudi Arabia by Houthi rebels in Yemen with
alleged lranian support.

Both protagonists in the current phase of the
West Asian war are at the mercy of internal dis-
sension. In the US, the forthcomi
electionsin the fii
November, and the impact of
that on military actions before
orafier these polls, is com-
pletely uncertain at this point.
In Iran, a seeming national con-
sensus in support of a diplomati-
v negotiated peace with the
issnagged ona possibly dis-
senting faction supporting
Houthirebel

Forusin Ing
long-term objective is to move
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India must fix

its solar energy

policies to power data centres

Capacity exists but erratic polic)

ANDY MUKHERJEE
is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist covering
industrial companies and financial services
inAsia.

[ obody will be surprised if in the
ndia dlsplaws

estsolar gridafter China. Butifitsambition
istobecome the world'sfactory, or host AL
workloads for Western tech giants, power
playaround energy must stop. Nearly $120
billion has gone into reducing India’s reli-
anceon fossil fuels over the past five years.
Theshift couldn’tbe more timely. Energy
from Ruma and West Asiais fraught with

ymaking gets in the way too often

g g
India must do all it can to make the most of
its solar-panel proliferation. p

shift should have applied to fresh invest-
ments, which can factor battery costsinto
contracts, Wrecking existing projects by
rendering 40% oftheir power generation
useless makes no sense.

I risk; cos Tocally,

In Maharashtra, existing indey

butit contril Ty air pollution in
cities. Yet, there is utter confusion where
electric power meetserratic poli king.
The stakes are highest in Maharashtra.
L arge huﬁm('s.s('s outside Mumbai tap the
pub by
Electricity l):smhuuun Company Ltd
(MSEDCL). Lately, a new category of cus-

trappe
sunng up battery storage won't be final-
ized before March next year, yet existing
ators aren’t allowed to sell excess

posed charges will make energy banking
prohibitivel ive. Forced to cut da
time production, they risk losing high-

tomer hasentered the [r y: Aldata centres,
Th 3

clients to MSEDCL.

tivity ing for
the state ||u]|l_\< but there is a problem:
farm use. Although MSEDCL earned a

For the utility, this will be a short-term
gmm\\hcu.pmwnscn al—like fordata

profitin 2024-25, itsbalance sheet remains

saddled with 388,400 crore in uncollected

bills from the previous financial year, par-
ticularly from agricultural consumers.

Across India, politicians routinely sup-

ply cheap power to farmers to win votes.

“ henstate-run utilities fail to collect even
idized bills, they fall i I

deficits.
by carving out agricultural cupp[v intoa
ity. That would leave MSEDCL.
asa cleaner distributor—backed by com-
mercial and industrial customers who
would no longer have (o cr

centres ditch
formorewelcomingstates, Wherewill they
g0? In Andhra Pradesh, where the Adani
Group is building a large data centre for
Alphabet, thelocal government has decided
tolet these operations have theirown power
distribution licence. That's more investo
friendly, though the project has already
attracted its share of controversy for how
generousitisto corporate interests,
greements over state-level regula-
tory orders usually land at the appellate tri-
bunal for ele: (APTEL). But after
fminister Devendra Fad-

thesector.
Well meaning asit may be, the costof the
reformisheing extracted from private «)ldr

navis wrote to Prime Minister Narendra
Modi alleging a “pro-private” bias at the
nnnnndl body, it froze hearings mvulw ng

producers, While they
theiroutput lu\lsl"I)CLo] ren-access rules
also allow them to rent the grid from the
ity to reach factories and commercial
ishments rl.n ectly. This we orked l‘me

ity ugruldtor— t MSEDCL's behest—
ilaqhﬂl cﬂLunmdu(ch' ability tostore their

fromoil
blesources of energy, oil is
immediately needed 1o keep the
wheelsof the economy turning.
The negotiation channel fora

y (fora
fee) o suppls clients through the night.

The change isn'tdevoid of logic. Early in
ml.lrww]uunn mll s provided

I'TE
officials to file an affidavit stating whether
they haveany faithinitatall.

Indianeeds w doall u can to get the most

outofitssolarboom. Yet. thanks ta

rashtra'sretrospective rules, factories that

had transitioned to 50% solar power may

now cat back. What they will get from the

utility at night is very likely going to be
erated from fossil fuels.

so-called

bigindustrial users paid about
St (‘hmcw

bilateral trade deal with lln- J‘srvm.unwp(‘n and antee producersa market. Bul ithsuppl;

is the anly hope for resol Fani now deploying the grid sSobit. powerand Indian energy is twice as pricey.

situation. tery is putting enormous strain on infra- Ihe rapid growth of solar energy may
The wars underway have been extended by structure. It makes more sense toencour- | have eased India's pas st Fpower,

reactionand revenge. OFthe many f iesrightat th ionsite,or | buterratic isstill keepingit

Mahatma Gandhi on peace, the one most relevant ﬁu istril [t theba gfeesto | costlier thanit needs tobe—both for tradi-

*sworld is this: "An eye [oran eye only
ends up making the whole waorld blind.”

build larger, more economical sto
That muchis non-controves

ge.

L But the

tional industriesand forupcoming Al data
centres. ©BLOOMBERG

Food packaging: why we want the face turned around

PARTHA SINHA

isa senior advisory
professional.

!J

verysociety must solve the same inti-

mate problem: how Lo eat food pre-

pared by a stranger. For most of his-
tory, peaple rarely had to. Food arrived
through relationships. You knew the family
that owned the field and the woman who
ground the flour, You knew the local #al-
wai's hands and his temper, the ghee he
swore by and the ghee he actually used, the
[y he waved off the jalebi with a practised
wrist. Trustwasnever printed on the food.
Itsurroundedit.

That trust was neither innocent nor
igned. Traditional Indian eating
ided who could cook, who could
serve, who could touch awater potand who
could only look at it. These codes policed
people more carefully than germs. We
became acountry that could detect castein
aglassol'water,but notlead in noodles. Yet,
underneath the cruelty lay an intuition
every culture shares. A chair remains a
chair, but food crosses the frontier of the

body and becomes us. Anthropologists call
this incorporation, and every cuisine is

yellow pack and a nation's idea of thanda
(cold) in a curved bottle that seemed

partly a device for the dread of
eatingthe wrong thing.

Thenthe city grew and local food makers
vanished. The grocer retreated hchmd a

Noodles ceased to bea
factory product and became what mothers
made late at night for children during exam
season. The. fmm of Ihe pack becameathea-

counter, the counterdissolved intt

and the aisle went online to slip into a

phone. Into that distance steppedthe brand.
Tts firstachi lsak

tion. Henry Heinz bottled horseradish in
clear glass so buyers could see there was no
turnipinit. A palm tree on atin of Dalda per-
suaded a ghee-proud nation that hydrogen-

treof] Det rinted onits back
became astatutory inc nnvemen
The brand’s biggest offering

a5 relicf:

That mood is a new definition of trust
Back in the day, proximity made us say ‘T
TG {e this."whi
madeussay ‘T recognize thename." Verifica-

tionsays ' aho\\' me. A )zenu'lunn that tracks

front. Lot numbers, temperature logs and

testreports will gainsalience, Concealment

acquires a new moral meaning: what once

passed for corporate discretion starts tolook

like guilt. Mystery may Luh.mma perfume
i

ataxi findsitabsurd

thatitcannot track paneer from milk to plate.
Old forms survive; the street vada pav
manstill runson proximity. Butademand to

permission to assume that
somewhere, had checked its quality. We

seeisn fall of themat once,
(,ompdm(-'s undemand thm They pnnt

Imml but itdi f paneer.

Transparency will also. cmnelm ownthe-
atre, complete with consultants and little
greenticks. AQR code canlie aselegantly as
acommercialand quality audits can become
rituals. Society ravely graduates from myth

bought it gladly. Vigilance i
The bill arrived in
instalments. Wormsina

ated fat thriftyand, mostauda-
i . pure. A round-cheeked girl on the
Parle-G wrapper promised the same biscuit
acrossthe land.

form. It gave the stranger a reputation it
could lnseand disappoimmem anaddress,
Th I

plefoilin 2003 made
Dl\hih briefly taste of
doubt. Pesticides in
colas seemed to give
thanda an aftertaste.
Then cametraces of lead

ou
and \l;l)' in husiness. A cmnpam could at
least be embarrassed nationally.

But Heil glass was a window and
Dalda’stinwasawall. Alsomcwnnl hnu\d
ing
showing us ourselves. Diwaliarrived in
bury’s purple foil. hostel nights in Maggi

in Maggi in 2015. This
food 1
2

informationonproductpacks.  information sets the
tion officer Tukaram termson which Iit
Mundhe walked into Food companiesmustadapt.  may operate. The Amul

Mumbai’s kitchens with
athermometerand was
cheeredlikeacricketer.
He gave the public mood
aface.

Atonetime, we knew whomade
ourfood. Thenbrands arrived
and asked us totrust themwith
stuff they wanted us to eat. Now
consumers wantreliable health

Emotion usedtocreate trust and
data confirmedit, butnow data
sets the terms on which emotion
may operate. Dull packages full
of details may be the way to go.

tofact. It myths

kets but lobby against dhuul \\hat countsas fact.
Ems them in India, as is costly. Te logs
QUICK READ the Indian liver were a .md lab reports may be pncl\cl change fora
hardier organ. multinational I)ul r.uuld rum a h(ufluzn A

For food busi a
classic sequence is
reversing. Emotion used
to create trustand infor-
mation confirmed it. Now

regime buil dup
squeezing out the small food supplier and,
with him, the oldest kind of trust we have. If
megacorps have noticed, few admit it.

The brand, then, must learn a humbler
trade and become a witness, The strongest

girlwill keep herjob, but
her story must now sur-
vive contact with the
kitchen. The back of the
pack will outrank the

to appear boring and sell dull packages.
Thefa theboxisbeil

around. Itmay show us what was long kept

hidden. The grocer isback. Oldernow, and

suspicious, witha phonein hand. Thistime,

he'llhave read the pack label.
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Setting fire to
the cracker ban

The apex court restrictions, now relaxed,
should have stayed till the industry made
cleaner products, with State verification

he Supreme Court has loosened its hold on

firecrackers once more. On Wednesday, it

cleared “next-generation” laris, the chains of

crackers that go off one after another, for use
nationwide ; these were previously banned for
spewing excessive emissions than most firecrackers.
The courtalso declined a total ban on crackers, citing
the need to accommodate sentiments, and left room
for barium-based crackers (barium, when burnt,
emits particularly harmful gases) if tests due by
October 15 clear them. This is the second such
relaxation in a year.

The timing could hardly be worse. Diwali falls on
November 8, in the thick of the farm-fire season,
when cool, heavy air keeps smoke close to the ground.
Last October, the court allowed green crackers in
Delhi-NCR after years of a total ban. The Capital then
had warm weather and few farm fires on its side, yet
the firecrackers still caused the worst Diwali pollution
peak since 2021

Atthe heart of the problem is a simple fact:
firecrackers, green or not, pollute. Green formulations
are said to cut emissions by 30-40% per cracker.

But the rest still goes into the air, and permitting
crackers where none were allowed becomes a
numbers game: burst roughly half as many again,
and the gain is gone.

Then there is the problem of whether what's sold as
green is even green. The market is rife with
conventional crackers passed off as green, boxes
stamped “eco-friendly” with no certification behind
them, and QR codes bought from licensed makers to
dress up unlicensed stock, and there is no laboratory
in Delhi that can test what is actually inside.

The cost of these emissions is easy to miss under
today’s clear skies and brisk winds. But like
clockwork, in about four weeks, the Capital will
slide into its annual cocktail of bad air, mixed
from farm fires, the city’'s own pollution and
still weather. Diwali's firecrackers will add to this
at the worst possible moment.

To be sure, past bans were flouted too, people found
crackers anyway, and the industry employs thousands
of poor workers whose livelihoods deserve weight.

But the crisis is too severe, and the damage to health
too grave, to accommodate these concerns. The
industry should be helped to make cleaner products,
and the state to build the laboratories and checks to
verify them. Until then, the restrictions should stay.

The right to breathe comes first.

Prudent price support
for the farm sector

he central government announced the

Minimum Support Price (MSP) for rabi (winter

season) crops on Wednesday. MSP for wheat,
the crop that matters most in terms of actual
procurement, has been kept almost flat with an
increase of just 25 per quintal. Other crops such as
pulses and oil seeds saw larger increases.

To be sure, the current government has
consistently followed its policy of ensuring at leasta
50% return on the all-India weighted average cost of
cultivation. The relatively lower increase in wheat
MSP therefore also suggests that the cost of
cultivation has been flat.

The policy seems prudent for two reasons. One, the
government already has excess wheat stocks from
the previous season’s procurement and does not
really need to procure much more. Two—and this is
more important — the real agricultural income story
is that the cost of cultivation has remained largely
constant despite large inflation in key inputs such as
fertilizers because of the ongoing war in West Asia.
The cost of cultivation has remained constant
because the government absorbed a large part of the
commodity price shocks through measures like
fertiliser subsidies, which will likely reflect in the
budgetary numbers. These two facts make the price
policy decisions a pragmatic choice.

‘With the rabi MSP announcement out of its way —
it serves as a key incentive for cultivation decisions —
the agricultural policy establishment should focus its
attention, energy and resources on mitigating the fall
out of deficient monsoon rainfall in the country. With
the rains being the weakest since 2002, there are
bound to be production headwinds from outright
crop failure to subdued yields.

Finding the Mahatma
in a divided Pakistan

same time,

157
YEARS OF qpposed Partition, and thereby,

Pakistan has borrowed Gandhi’s
name for some of its heroes. At the

he rarely gets his due

in school textbooks there, having

GANDHI  the country’s creation
have never heard any Pakistani  fighter Kian Abdul Ghatfar Kban, who
rtical,  led the ol ApUinst
mnvbe but never di: British in the North West
about two Indians; Lata Frontier Province (NWEP), became
Mangeshkar and Mahatma  Frontier Gandhior Sarfadi Gandhi The

Gandhi. And this is regardless of
whether the two countries are at war
orat peace. Gandhi — India’s revered
Father of the Nation, still fondly called
Bapu in parts of South Asia — occupies
a complex place in Pakistan’s histori-
cal, political, and literary memory.

Gandhi's name is part of Pakistan’s
landscape, especially in the Sind prov-
ince, as it is — expectedly — in India.
For instance, Karachi's zoo was
famously known as “Gandhi Garden”
before Partition, and continues to be
called so despite an official change of
name, The plaque may now say
National Zoological and Botanical Gar-
den, but the old name is imprinted on
the cultural being of the majority of
peoplein the city. Yes, attitudes towards

stature of this Pashtoon leader, also
known as Bacha Khan, in Pakistani
socio-political movements was elevated
by the halo of Gandhi's name.
Miskeen Jahan Khan Khoso
became, through his work, the
Gandhi of the Thar, the desert.

-

remained hungry while feeding those
who had nothing. One of his biggest
contributions was the successful cani-
paign to make antivenin available in
‘Thar hospitals. This portrait is only to
illustrate that we, in Pakistan, have not
handed out the title “Gandhi" for cere-
mony or flattery, but for genuine self-
Iess service. Neel Kanth, a fellow Thari
and a family friend of Khoso, invokes
this example to show how Pakistan has
found ways to claim Gandhi.

Khan Abdul Ghaffar Khan, wha led the non-violent freedom struggle in the

North West Frontier Province, became Frontier Gandhi.

Syed of Sind and Bacha Khan of the
NWEP, Gandhi holds a place beyond

Of course, our i with
Gandhi has never been silnple andwe
should not pretend it is, After all, the
nmnopposed thevery creanun of Paki-

aprophetof
non -violence. He becomes someone
akin to Gautama Buddha, whose
influence is still alive in the ruins of

:.mmems have struggled with cslab
lishing a national identity in opposition
to India, Gandhi is rarely
emphasised in mainstream
Pakistani school textbooks.
His ovcn Hindu religiosity

2,

Shaikh Ayaz, the doyen of
Sindhi poetry, wrote a collection called
Raaj Ghat Tay Chand (Moon over Raj
Ghat) and reminded us that the world
offersa cross for Jesus and a bullet for
Gandbhi, even today. Barely a month
after Partition, Gandhxsam m a pmyer

that’s not very far from that our
Gandhi's native village in Guj- foundmg father, Muhammad
arat, India. Carrying piles of Hasan Ali Jinnah, was openly dis-
papers in his chador, an ink ‘missive of. On the contrary,

potand pen in his hand, Khoso
contined to be followed by
crowds of poor litigants until
his death in 1980. A tireless social
worker, Khoso helped the poor, sick,
unemploycd, and hungry, traversing

thelength and the breadth of the Thar
(on foot. mostly). He was forever knv:ck-

seeing

ingon judges,

a change as the f/ounger
i ing free. The

doct 1y h “help[he
‘natives of a difficult land,

e
name, therefore, sticks rather ironically
in popular recall, says mv fﬁmd Aijaz
Mangi, a Karachi-based

That we have burrowed Gdndlus
name for our own heroes should under-
line his impact in per-

Once jailed under Pakistan’s Goonda
Act for siding with the oppressed
against local influentials, he fought the
fabricated case and was acquitted
within sixmonths. A hero to the Thar's
luding

haps even beyond. Noted freedom

inci
Kofhis, Meghwars, and Bheels, he: oﬁzn

Mujtaba

the Deobandi Jamiat Ulema-
eHind, which opposed Jin-
nah and Pakistan, held Gan-
dhiin high esteem. Many Deobandis of
Paldstan, despite their ossified religious
beliefs, continue to revere the man. But,
there isalso one Rasool Bakhsh Palijo.
This celebrated human rights lawyer,
leftist scholar and Marxist leader of
Pakistan, famously blamed Gandhi for
“provoking” Jinnah with Hindu religi-
osity and the slogan of Ram Rajya. Ali
Ahmad Rind, the editor of Affairs, a
fortnightly Sindhi news magazine in
Karachi, notes that Palijo perhaps held
Gandhi responsible for Partition by
pushing Jinnah against the wall.

For thousands of followers of GM

mcenng, “What

is not good, but what harm has the
Koran done?” In the same meeting he
said, “I want to go to Lahore. I do not
want to go with-any police or military
escort ... I want to go with faith and
trust in the Muslims there. Let them kill
meifthey want.... Let the Government
stop me if they will. But how can the
Government stop me? They will have
o kill me if they want to stop me. If they
kil me, my death will leavea lesson for
you.” Clearly, itwas this worldview that
earned him Enends and foes on all

HT ARCHIVE

South Affica by the white colonialists.

History is full of such ifs, What ifa
woman named Kariman had not
eloped with a Hindu man in Sindh?
Would the Larkana riots of 1927 not
have happened? Would identity-based
political stances not have hardened?
Would a Sindh-born barrister, then,
still have launched a movement fora
new, Muslim-majority nation? All are
in the realm of by iesis. What is not
hypothetical is what Gandhi did in his
final days: He demanded that Pakistan
receive its share of the assets, the 550
million rupees, and stood against the
killing that soaked Partition. Many Hin-
dus of India bristled at this: Why was
our Gandhi being generous to them,
they probably wondered.

Pakistan isn't united on Gandhi,
a living symbol of unity. In today's
Pakistan, there is a section in politics
thatstill likes to lump Gandhi with the
hardliner elements in India, as an
existential denier of Pakistan. I muse,
therefore, that Nehru's line about
him, "I love the old man but

sides.
of frustration, “You have to deal with
Gandhi to even ride a donkey.”

For my generation, Gandhi arrived
via VHS tape, alongside Osho’s cas-
settes and Ben Kingsley's film. We
argued whether an empire fell because
abrown man was thrown off a train in

never him,” could very
‘well be ours too. Being fully understood
by everyone, after all, did not matter
to the saint of Sabarmati.

Hasan Mujtaba is a Pakistan-born poet.
Jjournalist, and humen rights activist.
The views expressed are personal

Gandhi, the man and the
idea, lives on in Hindustani

at is it about Gandhi — born

156 years ago ina world altogether

different from ours, killed 78

years ago in a newly-independent

India — that still resonates with the Urdu
poetjwriter of today?

First, a sampling from some recent works,
and then asearch for answers.

In a long, lyrical ghazal, Nushhur Wahidi
speaks of Gandhi as a light that cannot be
snuffed out, as a life force that will always show
the way, asa treasure that can never be pillaged:
Woh hamesha ke live chup hue magar ik jehan
ko zabaan dii] Woh hamesha ke live so gaye
magar ik jahan ko jaga diya (He was silenced
forever but he gave voice toa world/ He went to
sleep forever but he awakened a world).

Writing especially on the occasion of Gan-
dhi’s birth, Kanval Dibaivi speaks with the pride
of ownership, that a man such as
Gandhi was “ours™ Watan ke
aasman par ek rakhshanda sitara
thhe/ Hamein ye fakhr hai ahl-¢ja-
haan mein Gandhi hamare thhe (He
was a resplendent star in the coun-

Rakhch

must have seen the picture of Buapu/ At first
glance, youd have taken him for an old ascetic).
No talk of Gandhi's life is possible withouta
mention of his death, the manner in which he
was killed. Here's Gulzar, a poet with a distinctly
modern sensibility, presenting a harsh truth in
auniquely modern. straightforward way. With-
out mincing words, and with great economy of
expression, he is saying that just as Gandhi’s leg-
acy lives, so does that other, opposing view that
Killed hirn: Sawa gaz agsmaan odhe httwe sar pe
Badan par eik langoti lapete/ prarthana le fiye
nikla thha baahar/ Kisi ne aagey badh kar/ Tam-
ancha rakh diya seene pe yeh keh kef Tumhari
raayese sehmat nahi hoon main Tamancha chal
hai~/ Woh raayemarti nahi hail (Wearing
ayard- and -a-quarter of the sky on his head/ A
loincloth wrapped around his body/ He had
come out for prayer/ Someone stepped forward
and] Placing a pistol on his chest,
said:/ “ do notagree with your opin-
fon!") That pistol is still firing— That

opinion does not die).
And now for a search for answers
astowhy Gandhi remains relevant in

d. aworld that

try’s firmament/ We are proud that

among all the people in the world, Jalil

Gandhi was ours).

cally, and not always for the better,
since he lived. What is the reason for

Nazish Pratapgarhi seizes upon

the occasion of Gandhi Jayanti to

exhort his country to remember all that Gandhi
stood for: love for fellow beings, peace for all
mankind, and, above all, the creed of ahimsa
(non-violence). And forsaking all the bloodshed,
hatred, violence, enmity, and ill-will of past
years, the poet urges his people to take a pledge
on thisspecial day to replenish and renew: Phir-
apnezehnon mein lahkao dosti ka chamany Phir
apni saanson se mahkao pyaar ka madhuban]
Phir apne kaamon se chamkao sar-zameen-¢-
watan (Once again, let the garden of [riendship
bloom in your mind/ Once again, let the forest
of love become fragrant with your breath/ Once
again let the soil of your motherland be
burnished with your deeds).

To the generations of Indian children who
have seen the photograph of Gandhi hanging
onawall, for whom the Father of the Nation is
little more than a quaint, smiling, toothless fig-
ureinaloincloth, clutching a stick, here's Ataur
Rehman Tariq writing about the country’s col-

lectiv father): Bachcho tum ne
Bapu ki tasveer to dekhi hogi/ Eik nazar mein
samjhoge tum un ko budha jogi (Children, you

M
W'xlmu( mmcmg words. nnd wuh gmnl

Charkh Chinoiti offers some clues:

Bapune har insan ko insaan samjhal Bahbuudi-
e-har-fard ko iman samjhal Injeel ko Quran ko
aur Gita ko seene se lagaya/ Unhein yaksaan
samjha (Bapu treated every human being asa
human/ Regarded the welfare of every individ-
ual as his faith/ Be it the Bible, or the Quran, or
the Gita/ He held them to his bosom as equal).
Abrar Kiratpuri, better known as a poet of
hamd (praise of God) and naat (devotional
poetry honouring the Prophet), writes a lovely

short us why wi
this rahbar (guide), who showed us the way of
desh i (patriotism}: Dosti ka sabaq d

Mar ke javed woh ho gaya (He left a lesson of
friendship/ He became undying after dying).

‘That Gandhi is alive and well in the modern
writer’s imagination is evident from this very
shart story by the Hindi writer Asghar Wajahat;
so keen s its rapier-sharp insight, so deep the
well of belief from which it springs that it gives
one fresh reasons to hope.

The spirits come to Shah Alam Camp after
midnight. One night, an old man'’s spirit comes
along withall the other spirits. The old man’s
body is naked save for a skimpy loincloth. He
wears chappals on his feet and holds a wooden
staff in his hand. An old-fashioned fob watch
peeps from the folds of his loincloth. Someone
asks the old man, “Are you too looking fora rel-
ative here in this camp?”

The old man replies, “Yes, and no.” The
others leave him alone, taking him for a
senile old man. The old man walks round
and round the camp.

Someone again asks the old man, “Baba,
whom are you looking for?”

‘The old man says, “1 am looking for someone
who can kill me.”

“lwas kﬂled fifty years ago by a bullet. Now,
Iwant the rioters to burn mealive.”

“Simply to tell the world that 1 was not
killed by ﬂ|e|r bullet, nor will 1 die if they burn
meali

G says that
jIlSl as Gandhl s legacy lives, so does that
opposing view that killed him.  GETTY IMAGES

Rakhshanda Jalilis a writer, translator. and
Iierary historian. The views expressed are personal

DROUPADI MURMU
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Today, an atmosphere of war and
conflict prevails in many parts of

the world ... Mahatma Gandhi's

message of peace and

non-violence becomes

HT

even more relevant

{ FROM THE ARCHIVES }

Gandhiji was a man of
God, hence Mahatma

connection with Mahatmaji, he is the one
subject on which [ feel helpless when 1
begin to write. A cynicism overtakes me,
Secular admirers have heaped their tributes on
hxm for having shown the world a new method
by truthandlove i f

by violence. They often call it a technique. As
the secularists have understood the Mahatma,
a concealed petitio principii invalidates the
technique. It appears to me that we must get
behind love and truth and dive d¢ ill we dis-

It is a paradox that in spite of my intimate

‘We cannot procure love and truth as we
can procure riflesand plsmls. They can

cover what really can make Gandhiji's solution
aserviceable reality.

ly out of faith HT ARCHIVE

emlly realised that. abswuunn from the use of

Leaders of men abroad admired Gan-
dhiji as one who developed an effective new
ique struggling
against wrong. The very notion that what Gan-
dhiji taught was a technique has
led to error and of course disap-
pointment. Non-violence is nota
adget to get what we used to try

through violenceand much -

lroublc‘ in the pre-Gandhian
days, as we get cooking energy
from electricity instead of from
coal or wood fusel. Mahatma Gan-

C
Rajagopalachari

physical violence
ing in the heart is not non-violence such as Gan~
dhiji conceived it. To enuncnale that love and

serve as pcwertu] answers to the
hatredand falsehood and violence
of the enemy is easy. To say that
these forces of love and truth can
solve, and are theonly way to solve,
the racial, econormnic and political
conflicts of the world is easy. Butin
practice it will be found to be beg-
ging the question: How can I sum-

dhi’s technique is no doubt the
presentation of love and truth in
any confrontation against evil. But love and
truth are not available in the market. We can-
not procure them as we can procure rifles and
pistols. They can issue only out of faith in God.

We have changed from animal power
tosteam and from steam to oil fuel and from oil
toelectricity. All these variations ol’energy do
not furnish the basis of

‘mon up love for on

me so much cause to hate? How
can a Pakistani patriot love Indians? How can
Indian patriots love the Pakistanis? The force of

good reason for the opposite of love. It must
sprir\g I'mm afirm faith in God and his sover-
f men. if we de

eignty
Gandhul 'sway [mm becommg an me{y doc-

tma Gandhi's lechmq e. The moral
energy, soul-force as Gan loved to call it,
comes from faith and true devoti

trine or:
Saryagmha is not tor (hc scup(ic not for

with th world
Ath ful i

Allthe time up to his death. Gandhiji laid stress
on this source of power. Much of the non-vio-
lence practices by ardent devotees who, for the
sake of convenience or foravoiding bloodshed,
seek to practise what Gandhiji taught are only
variations of violence.

Non-violence does not consist in merely not
mlung toaida lnzln or: adagger orapistol. The

hat has
reahsed and Ihal is firm faith in the reality of
non-vi-

that world, which is called science. It may be a
beautiful fountain-pen. Butif there is no ink in
it orifyou fill it only with water, the pen can’t
write. Let us, while celebrating Gandhiji's birth
centenary, reflect and realise his true teaching
and the true lessons of his work and not look
upon him as a mere inventor of a cheap gadget
to displace an old troublesome way. Gandhiji
‘was notan inventor. He was aman of God, and
therefore was he called Mahatma.

oleme will fail. ~

Itis generally known that the non-violent way
shown by Gandhiji demands abstaining from
the use of physical weapons. But it is not as gen-

CRajagopalachariis former governor
‘general of India. These are edited excerpts
ofisarticle first published in

Hindustan Times on October 2, 1968
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CONTRAPUNTO

3 While there may be an immigration problem, it isn’t really a
serious problem. The really serious problem is assimilation

~SAMUEL P HUNTINGTON

SC And EC

How commission responds to questions raised in
and by top court will be of great importance

That Supreme Court will examine EC’s functioning marks a

consequential moment: one constitutional body turning

thelens on another: It is vital that all questions raised during
court hearings are answered by EC satisfactorily. The stakes go
beyond the case itself. They touch on powers vested in EC, on how
the Constitution distributes power within it, that is, between CEC
and two other commissioners. EC’s responses will be pivotal, as
SC’s decision will also shape public perception on the electoral
machinery. This is key, given misgivings over SIR that so far has
excluded 14cr people from draft rolls, mostly because of procedural
burdens. It is needless to add that it is less than fair that eligible
votersareexcluded from votingin theirlocal pollsorabypoll simply
because of adigital bureaucracy’s inadequacies.

The current challenge to CEC emerged from Indian Express’s
reports that certain SIR decisions were taken in an EC that saw an

unusually high number of objections from the
- two commissioners. For EC, optics of persistent
internal differences aren’t good, because its
decisions are so vital. EC's first reaction, that
differences are natural, hasn’t quite addressed
the issue. Neither, so far, has the more detailed
press note that, rightly, acknowledged glitches
in SIR, and promised to fix them. Yesterday,
the top court accepted a fresh petition on Delhi
SIR, challenging the transparency and basis
for notices to voters. This comes after SC had
already greenlighted hearing two petitions. One that asks whether
CEC did not abide by the rule on unanimity or majority while
making decisions. Second, a petition challenging the 2023 EC
appointments law. Earlier, the question had produced a 11 SC
verdict, and is now before a three-judge bench.

Yes, SChad upheld SIR'slegality, in response to numerous petitions
filed before Bihar polls. Buteven if theargument is that the key decision
passed legal muster, procedural questions on SIR have piled up.
Bombay HC's observation that EC’s SIR rollout “says forget about
all the laws. Now you follow the software,” captures some of the
popular, and even BLOs', frustration over “excessive” documentation,
and impractical provenance conditions. There's also the fate of lakhs
of petitionsin Bengal's appellate tribunals, which are overburdened,
and from which some tribunal judges have deregistered. Aside
from this, SC will hear questions about EC’s own decision-making
process. The 1should know how itr toquestions
raised in and by the top court, is of utmost importance.

Melting Pot Japan

Ageing population has forced famously insular country
to hire foreigners. It's an opportunity for Indians

apan has more people aged over 95 than babies born within the
past 12 months. It uses far more adult diapers than baby diapers.
Its population has been declining since 2009, and it’s feeling
short of hands for avariety of jobs, ranging from construction to
agriculture. Infact, its offices have aunique class of older employees,
called madogiwazoku — window gazers — who are retained not for
their productivity but psychological safety. So, it's not surprising
that, despite its famously anti-immigration mood, Japan is hiring
foreign workers in large numbers.

Latest data puts the number of foreigners with specified skilled
worker status in Japanat4.4L, arecord. Several lakh morearelikely
to be accepted over the next two years. But even this can’t bridge
the labour gap that an ageing population has opened up. A survey
last year found that 68% of Japanese
g firmshad hired foreigners because they
‘ g& couldn’t find native Japanese to do the
Jjob. Shortages are acute in healthcare
and manufacturing. Even IT is likely

toneed 8L hands by 2030.

These areroles that Indian workers
couldfill, yet they form asmallmjnority of Japan’s foreign workforce.
Vietnamese, Indonesians and Myanmarese are present in strength,
even Nepalese, although Japanese language is a hurdle for all.
That’s not a missed opportunity, though. The next 45 years, when
Japan's foreigner population could touch 11%, up from 2% in 2020,
are a window Indian blue- and white-collar workers can aim for.
Given the warm ties between Indiaand Japan, GOIcan play enabler:
Japan hasa plan touse millions of Al-powered robotstotide overits
looming demographic crisis, but it's also a conservative society
‘where only 8.4% of people - per OECD - use Al at work, as against
50% of Americans. Japan probably will want the human touch,
which means more immigrants.

Gone, gaon, gone
How a small village became a glitzy Millennium City
Jug Suraiya

Something strange happened to Gurgaon where Bunny and I
live: itdisappeared.

When we moved here 30 years ago, Gurgaon was very much
there, though very much might not bean apt term for Gurgaon
as there wasn't very muchof it.

Who Pilots The Pilot?

Two pilots who shepherded the Indian Airlines aircraft during the terrifying ICS8H hijack, write
that flydubai’s flight FZ1073 has changed aviation security forever. What new protocols will
help identify the threat inside the cockpit, is a question with no easy answers

Devi Sharan & SPS Suri

Every generation of
aviation security is, in
away,aresponse to the
previous generation’s
nightmare. What the
attempted hijack-crash
of the flydubai flight FZ1073 to Tel Aviv has done, is
rearrange the threat landscape globally The new
vulnerabilities that have been exposed will need new
defences. Of course, thiscycle isn't unique to aviation.
Because a terrorist need only find one exploitable
weakness, while the defender has to protect against a
changingrange of dangers.

Asthe investigation into Wednesday's bloody attack
is still in its early stages, neither its motivations
nor other details are as yet clear. What is known is
that a pilot stabbed the other pilot, and the plane
plunged 17,000 ft in seconds. The mte at which n

meant Gt
limitation severalfold. The rudder, used for directional
control, disintegrated.

But thanks to different people’s extraordinary
presence of mind and bravery; the plane was able to
make an emergency landing in Saudi Arabia, with
all174 passongers completely saIe

The first in Smit
As Netan_vahu wrote on X. “Despne being stabbed
and seriously injured, he fought back, resisted, opened
the cockpit door, and enabled passengers and crew to
overpower the attacker - preventing a catastrophic
mid-air disaster.”

The central thing is that every hijacking and
attempted hijacking is different. In 1999, the two of us
experienced the Indian Airlines 1C814 crisis first
hand. Captain Sharan piloted the flight as terrorists
forcibly diverted it from Kathmandu to Kandahar.
When the passengers and crew members were flown
back to Delhi on another aircraft, Captain Suri(along
with Captain JRD Rao and two engineers) flew back
the original plane, without clearance from Kandahar
ATCor permission tooverfly Pakistan.

It was such a different time. Today's hardened
cockpit-security regime was in the future, as was
real-time flight tracking. Standard protocols of the
time were not even able to prevent the hijackers
bringing revolvers, hand grenades, and knives on

board. What has remained the same is how much still
depends on how crew members react under extreme,
unanticipated, situations.

1In 1999, we went by the book to ensure the safety of
everyone on board. which meant not arguing with the
hijackers. The worry wasn't just the four guns held
by the five hijackers, but also the five hand grenades
that could have just blown the plane up. The only
thing on the crew’s mind, in such a erisis, is how
they can save the lives of everyone on board.

On Wednesday, everything hinged on Machchhar,
despite his serious injuries, somehow managing to
open the cockpit door. This allowed two reserve
pilots, who were to fly the plane back from Tel Aviv
to Dubai, to take control. Of course, not every flight
could possibly carry two extra pilots, as that would
wreck the aviation business model.

Heroism saved the day. But in the days to come, the

their cabm orcheck-in haggage Anempis toforeibly enter
from the cabin si been

by strengthening the cockpit door, especlally after 9/]_1

“Dead bolt" ensures that no one, not even crew who have

the lock code for punching into the keypad outside, are

granted entry untllaut.honsed by the pﬂut

FZ1073has inverted t
TUntil today, the threat has always heen from external
agents. This time, the threat did not come from hijackers
attempting to take control of the cockpit, but from the
trusted person sitting inside. One pilot attacking
the other with hostile intent has happened for the
first time. Beginning now, many pilots will view their
colleagues with suspicion.

Israel will be ramping up security checks on pilots
flying into the country. It already requires airlines
to submit the identities of all flight crew members.
Knowing the identity, however, is different from
vetting it. What's become conceivable now is that Israel
will, in the future, deny airspace entry or landing
clearance if a foreign airline assigns flight crew who
fail its background checks.

Pilots do go through extensive background checks
already They are required to clear continuous medical
and Butdifferent ries
regulate all this differently. And there is a catch: a
psychometric test is uot a crystal ball. Someone can
performnormally and
show terribly changed behaviour Conversely, a
particular personality characteristic is not evidence
that someone will become violent.

The main post-FZ1073 question is clear: Can we
identify dangerous pilots before they fly? The answers
are unclear. Yes, airlines need better systems to
continually assess pilots’ mental health. But how
that’s to be done, and with what privacy safeguards,
is now the bigaviation security chal.lenge

ICAO

or suspicious behaviour as one 1n51der threat tool.
Maybe airlines will now have to put greater emphasis
on confidential reporting by fellow pilots, cabin crew; and
‘managers. Maybe the future will see sensors, cameras,
or even Al systems capable of detecting a physical
sn'uggle or incapacitation inside the cockpit.

difficulty willbe how thenew
of thecockpit.

Unlike in1999, tight security today pretty much rules
out anybody sneaking in a weapon or an explosive in

tobetheproblemof asunplerume It'smuchmoredifficult
toroot out a potential hijacker already sitting inside.
Astold to Saurabh Sinha

How To Make Buyers Feel Upbeat In Festive Season

Clever moves by businesses can overcome dampening effects of high prices and wobbly markets

J Suresh

The first festive weekend kicks off
tomorrow, with Pujo starting right after.
It’s a time that brands and retallen look

higher price pomts super ml qualuy, and aserauonal

lifestyl ion with
Lbese upgrade drivers accelelates top-line sales while
expanding gross margins.

Forexample, in

® Make malls multi-task: With live-streaming
studios, mall operators can turn physical spaces into
“shoppertainment™ destinations where brandsrent time
slots for high-energy sales drives. Malls can also become

forw: but.

‘weak. Unlike Aug, when Nifty

models, such as 65-inch+ 4K/8K smart TVs,
i and smart washing

J to 24,774 - almost pre-war level - and
auong Q1 data raised hopes of good year-round growth,
Sept has been a dampener. Faced with the triple threat
of rising CPIinflation, high crude prices, and tumbling
stock markets, and a potential repo rate hike that could
pushup EMI: sneed toactdeci

side-by-side refr
machines,. In automobiles, ride the massive consumer
migration from entry-level sedans and hatchbacks to
feature-packed SUVs and crossovers. And in apparel,
encom age shoppers to swap rounne purchases l'm

'y buys, 1
wear luxury tii i etc.

oceasion

festive revenues. Some pointers.

Normal playbook | Focusing on high-vield, low-friction
promotional strategies that consumersseek out during
inflationary times ispart of the normal playbook. With

@ Target outreach: Mass media is obviously
impertant in tight festive windows. Retailers must

thefesti almosthere, thesetime-testedactions
canbe unp]en]eme(lq\mklv

@ Upfront price reductions: Move away from
complex coupon rules or multi-layered promo codes.
Inflation-weary consumers prefer clear upfront price
cuts. Visually emphasise ‘before’ vs ‘now’ price tags
across physical shelves and digital banners, to signal
immediate savings,

@ Credit subsidies: Partner directly with leading
banks and payment networks to offer 10-15% instant
cashback at checkoutalongside zero-cost EMI options.

® Gift offers: Tangible value add-ons, such as
threshold gifts (spend 25,000 and get a free silver coin)
or product-on-product bundles (buy a pressure cooker
and get a stainless steel container free, or buy 500g
detergent and get100g free) always work.

ob ffecs: Capital
around replacing old appliances for festive season.
Enhaneed trade-in values on old appliances, electronics,
or furniture, lower barriers to purchase, while doorstep
pickup removes logistics friction.

Unusual playbook | This strategy, built to capitalise
on paradoxical consumer behaviours, leverages tech,
including agentic Al and inventive engagement tactics,
beyond margin-diluting promotions.

@ Push premiumisation: Overall retail growth
is increasingly driven by consumers trading up to

centres by leveraging in-store inventory
delivery during ordersurges.

E-Comm playbook | When buyers turn cautious on
macroeconomic signals, mega online sales like Big
Billion Days and Great Indian Festival aren’t enough,
and platforms must use other levers.

® Agentic AL Deploy autonomous shopping assvsumvs
that offer hyper-per: gifting r
and trigger real-time cart-abandonment nudges to convert
hesitant shoppers, without public price drops.

also execute hyper-personalised outreach, using L] A:puauona.l stontellmg Frame hlgh -end
loyalty databases. From dynamic product hmageAl Il them
recommendations and nudges to close = without price slashes. Dedu*awd plemlum
high-value sales, they can deploy Al destinations, interacti

AnddgenncAItuuh and personalised ‘Upgrade Fmdel

Capture value shoppers:
Consumers today exhibit “BMW
outside D-Mart” behaviour, which
means splurging onstatus categories } Cﬂ
while aggressively seeking value ‘!
in functional ones (eg, pairing a J
designershirt withbudgetinnerwear), -
Amid sentiment dips, plenty of
customers hunt for high-brand bargains.
Setting up high-visibility clearance *
areas with previous-season branded
merchandise at steep markdowns can drive
footfall witheut diluting coredisplays.

® Promote private labels: pand high-quality,
sharply-priced private labels for daily essentials, ensuring
consumers trade down along your price ladder.

@ Cross-sell: Pairingvalue-tier basies with premium
festive outfits can capture both ends of the bifurcated
wallet.

® Q-Comm thrust for gifting: Replace traditional
chocolates with high-utility FMCG staples like body
wash, tea, and coffee in gift hampers. Distribution
via quick-commerce platforms can take care of time
constraints while driving volumes of essential goods.
Priced right, such hampers will be bought for personal
use as well as budget-smart gifting.

widgets build perceived value and
desire, making the premium choice
thedefaultambition.
® Leverage Q-Comm: Tap into
quick-commerce arms to enable
10-to-15-minute delivery for high-
margin, premiumgoodslike cosmetics,
* /7 and instant festive hampers to capture
urgent last-minute orders.
@ Cross-store bundling: Withunified
store carts, shoppers can aggregate
pur es across sellers, to unlock tier-based
cashbacks. They can pair high-ticket discretionary
buys withda llyessenna] rewards to maximise average
order value.

retailers don’t need levi

of the three playbooks simultaneously. Pri mrmsmg
twoor three high-impact initiatives that align best with
organisational bandwidth and digital infra is enough.
By moving quickly, using mass media, sharpening value
visibility, capitalising on quick-commerce execution,
and introducing targeted engagement tactics, brands
and retailers can stimulate demand, capture market
share, and drive a successful festive recovery.

The writer, ex-CEQ of a clothing company, is an adviser
toaconsultancy
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Themanwho exceeds
in fearlessness hasno
name... but he who

“ exceeds in confidence
isrash...and he who
exceedsin fearing
and is deficient in
confidenceis a coward.

There 1 iety where welive, there
were green fields of wheat, dotted with golden splashes of mustard, along
which occasional camel caravans from Rajasthan amiably ambled, a living
seript of italic letters, superciliously indifferent to vainglorious peacocks
preening feathers of shimmering gossamer. The silent night was questioned
by owls: Whoo? Whoo?

There was onelarge hotel, looking for all the world, like an ocean steamship
stuck aground in the drylands of Haryana. There was an upwardly mobile

kirana shop which billed itself as a supermarket and sold items

ﬁ) + of daily use. And that was pretty much that as far as Gurgaon
~ ~ wasconcerned.

N _J And then, before anyone could say urban blight', or even think

= it, Gurgaon It e one of

those tricks that illusionists perform to make huge

]l.lgl.llal’vem buildings and other things vanish into thin air, except

——— inthecase of Gurgaon it wasn't thin air into which it

butvery much i

Gurgaon was swallowed up by a titanic upsurge, a geological convulsion,
of towering rampartsof concrete, glass, and steel.

What called itself Millennium City had arrived with lightning flashes of
neonand theearthbound thunder of traffic, anovernighteruptionof high-rise
offices, and malls, and apartment blocks, and more malls, and more more.

The gaon in Gurgaon vanished. The fields of wheat and mustard, the
camels, peacocks, owls, even the landlocked ship-hotel and the aspirational
supermarket were conjured out of slgm as though they'd never been.

‘And what happened to Gurgaon is happening all over the country. With
insatiable appetite, city India is gobbling up village India. In 1901, India was
11.4% urban. By 2025. it had jumped to 35.69%, and by 2030 it's expected to
pole-vault to over 40%.

Aristotle

Spinning Harmony Gandhl s Gift To Humanity

Anup Taneja

look mwand cultivating essential vu'mes
humility,.

to humamty ‘walksaremerely different

Gandhi’s message on his final birthday

f asingle, unive

all look beyond the material

n0ct2,1947, hislast birthday at
Delhi's Birla House, MK Gandhi
was asked how the public should

tarlsumﬂypmfmmd_ﬂestaied that the

without firstachieving this X
mnerequmbuum Hennted, Ja‘u

)

+ Dprayersarereceived by the exact
% sameDivine Source,

of devotion. Whether tssacred and existence.
For Gandhi, outer peace in society A0 iti ity or bows us that true transformation
‘wasacomplete impossibility oY ‘-\" insilent submission to the Almighty, always begins in quiet corners of our

hearts, By dedicating ourselves to spiritual
discipline, prayer, and selfless labour,

only fitting way to honour him “One hour L 2 Gandhi envisioned the daily ~ we can cultivate enduring peace we wish
fasting, praying, and spinning. Wlnle mauv shouldbean hour of self- actof spinningasabeautifll way  tosee in the world around us. Hisenduring
iewed the charkha, - todissolve (he g0 and bndge convlcuon servesasour final guiding
spmnma wheel, as a political symbol of The charkha wasa THE SPEAKING TREE theinvisibledivid light: ingtome s th to
li; toGandhiit i thatallowed = people. When i blish ion with God, and
aspiritual instrument, ameditativetoolof ~ himtoalign his mind, body, together inashared space, khadii is lhe symbol of unity of Indian
deep contemplative power; capable of and spirit with the silent, lective sils drhythmic flect on his legacy,

weaving inner peace and universal unity.
Atitscore, spinningon the charkha
isanactof profound, mindful meditation.
The repetitive, rhythmic motion of the
‘wheel demands complete presence of mind
and absolute concentration. Asthe hand
guides raw cotton and wheel smoothly
turns, chaotic chatter of external world

Gaon?Going, going, gone. To use the Punjabi word for it, gone thepind.

beginstoquiet down. This

soothing current of divine

tensions, Gandhideclared
duringhiseveningprayer
meeting that day that puja ='
and namazare the same; the outward
rituals might differ, but the spiritual
heartbeat remains identical. He firmly
believed that the diverse spiritual paths

communal

ful spiritual  th s(eady humof the charkha
qul whlspers atimeless truth - that

synergy Itreminds usthat we

intoa grand, singular tapestry
of life. Tospin is to recognise
that the welfare of the individual is
inextricably linked to welfare of the
whole, fosteringa deep, permanent
senseof universal brotherhood.

tion, quiet
andrecognition of our shared divinity,
‘humanity can easily weave a world
defined by absolute harmony, compassion,
andenduring peace.
Thewriter is a Senior Academic
Fellow. ICHR
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CAFE I1I: Hastening slowly

The norms do not accelerate the needed transition

‘The recently notified third Corporate Average Fuel Economy (CAFE I1I) standard
for passenger vehicles between April 2027 and March 2032 is a well-meaning
attempt to steer the passenger-car industry towards lower emission norms. But
questionsarise on whether these norms have gone farenough to drivea meaningful
transition. CAFE Ill mandates an improvement of roughly 167 percentin fuel effi-
ciency over five years. The fuel-consumption target is based on an equation linked
toa reference weight and baseline fuel-consumption target across each manufac-
turer’s fleet. For CAFE 11, the reference weight has increased from 1,082 kg to 1,229
kg. The higher reference weight seeks to address ademand for higher concessions
for small cars, which became the subject of feverish lobbying by manufacturers.
Crucially, the n “super-credit” which adds compliance
values for cleaner vehicles. For instance, each battery electric vehicle (BEV) and
range-extended EV will be counted as three vehicles for calculating fleet perform-
ance. Plug-in EVsand strong hybrid EVs usingethanol follow similar volume-dero-
gation norms on a reducing scale. Manufacturers can also claim efficiency
improvement forspecified techr i h as start-stop d tyre-press-
ure monitoring, light-emission diode, or improved air conditioning systems.
Although the industry has bmaclly welcomed the new standards, it is unclear
whetherthese nor toaddresstheissue forwhich these norms were
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When complaints
become insights

The next chapter in grievance redress is to ensure one

customer’s experience prevents

Every complaint has two stories, The first is the cus-
tomer’sexperience of what went wrong and the resol-
utionsought. But what lies beneath it is ofien easier to
‘miss. It is the story of what deficiency in the product,
process or servme led to that less-than-satisfactory

first introduced in 2017 — to reduce fuel c otion and carbon The
overall passenger-car market is expected to grow [rom five million units in 2025 to
6.5 millionunits by 20; thatrec fromthis mdus—
try will remain a chall The obvi I liesin accelerating thet

to EVs. Though the CAFE Il mechanisms incentivise EV production, they do not
go far enough. As former NITI Aayog chief executive officer Amitabh Kant has
pointed out, the norms have not gone far enough in compelling the industry to
make amajor transition to EVs. Inan X post, he said EVs became one option among
many when they should be the destination. Certainly there is considerable scope
forthe government to have mandated a more aggressive EV transition. The norms
setan 11 per cent target for EVs by 2032; but the industry is already at 8 per cent,
implyingthat a higher target would not have been outside the bounds of manufac-
turers’ capabilities.

The flexible compliance mechanism, which introduced a credit-debit system,
alsoraisesdoubts about the overall efficacy of the newstandards. Manufacturersthat
exceed their efficiency targets will getcreditsand those that fall shortwill accumulate
debits. The credits can be accumulated between two compliance blocks — FY28 to
FY30 and the second FY31 to FY32 — and traded between manufacturers. Those
manufacturers with debits can buy credits from the Bureau of Energy Efficiency
(BEE) atan escalating price between 202728 and 2031-32. Two issues arise in thecon-
Iext First, whether ths system incentivises non- comphance. justas carbon credits

tobe llute. Second, it fort
tosellsuch creditsor, mdeed, bea participant insucha marketatall. Given itsrole in
curbing vehicular pollution, CAFE III could have taken a higher road.

Beyond generation

India needs a more flexible power system

The power situation in September exposed a weakness that adding capacity alone
cannot fix because the grid lacks flexibility when demand peaks and renewable
output falls. Peak power demand touched 269 Gw on September 10, nearing the
summer peakof270 Gwin May. As arecentanalysisin this paper has shown, between
April1and September 20, average daily electricity supplied was about 10.5 per cent
higher than a vear earlier, while peak demand met rose 11.8 per cent. Since Covid,
annual demand, average and peak, has grown at roughly 8 per cent. Persistent heat,
deficientrainfall and higher irrigation demand have added to the pressure.
Thechallenge, however, is not simply that India needs more electricity. It needs
more power at the right time and in the right place. Wind and solar supplied about
18 percentof the increase in grid supply between April and September, up from15.9
per cent a year earlier. But their contribution was concentrated in daylight hours:
Renewables metthree-fourths of the increase in midday demand. Aftersunset, the
picture changed sharply. Demand rose 21 per cent between 6 pm and 10 pm, when
solar generation falls and wind output may also be insufficient. Thestressis already
visiblein market prices. Day-ahead prices atthe Indian Energy Exchange rose from
37.510%10.3 per unit during September 1-20. A recent working paper by the Econ-
omic Advisory Council to the Prime Minister on changing “duck” and “camel”
curves highlights how solar penetration is altering the net-load profile, On May 21,
demand rose from 224.1 Gw at 8 am to a record 270.8 Gw at 3:45 pm, showing an
increaseof 46.7 Gwin lessthan eight hours. Solar can reduce the conventional fleet’s
requirement during the day, but thermal and other flexible sources must rapidly
ramp upwhen renewable generation declines. Without storage and flexible gener-
ation, greater renewable capacity may not address the tighter evening supply.
Further, fuel constraints compounded the September squeeze. Coal stocks at
thermal power plants stood at 19.2 million tonnes as of September 27, 64 per cent
below the required 53.7 million tonnes. Seventy-two of the 168 plants had critically
low stocks. Deficient rain also weakened hydropower generation, increasing
dependence on thermal power. This makes reliable coal logistics and the ability of
thermal plants to respond quickly important even as India expands renewables.
The policy response must, therefore, move beyond capacity addition to flexibility
creation. Batteries and pumped'storage can absorb surplus solar power during the

in’ the firstplace.

the same problem for the next

theme ora recurring pattern. The same process weak-
ness may surface thwugh different products, channels

navigates a grievance redress process.

Repeated visits, multiple submissions, or being
passed between channels may only bean inconven-
ience for one customer but a significant barrier for
another. The ease with which a grievance can be
raised and pursued is, therefore, also part of the cus-
tomer experience.

Two views of the same journey

Institutions: andcusmmersoﬁensee Lhe samejourney
differently. Internally,a

several departments, systems or service providers.
The customer, on (he other hand, experiences only
ol C an, helpjointhe
dots across organisational boundaries and reveal
where the experience is breaking down.

Repeated contacts, multiple hand-offs, theneed to
provide the same information again, or a delay
between resolving the complaint and completing the
related action can themselves be useful signals.

Fix only what’s broken

Recurring complaints also do not always mean that a
rule, policy or process is missing. Often, the intended
outcome is already clear, but something is lost in

execution. Adeeperanalysnscan, therefore, reveal [he
designed toachit

orcustomer that
look similar on the surface may have very different

auses. T

0B |
the two and shifts attention from the visible complaint

grievance. Understanding the story beneath it can
helpuslearn from itand preventit from recurring.

Looking beneath the complaint
‘We have become accustomed to looking
at complaint volumes, and analysing
them product-wise, business-vertical-
wise or customer-segment-wise, while
i e i i eacn
of them. In essence, we ask how many,
where and how quickly we can close.
Whatis often missed is the more reveal-
ing question of “why” they arose.
This is where complaint typology
becomes useful. Looking beyond the

towhat may bedrivingits

‘What the numbers may not tell us
There is another reason to look at complaint volumes
with care. More complaints do not necessarily mean

whal the customer Lmlmamly experiences.
Sometimes the answer lies notin creating another
ru]e, butin makmg an existing one work asintended.

gap, they can provide useful opentlonal 1ntelh°ence
about where a process, control, or customer journey
deservesacloserlook.

that customer service has 1, just
as fewer complaints do not necessarily
‘mean that allis well.

There isa well-known story from the
Second World Waraboutanal

From toinsight

Every complaint begins as an individual experience
and deserves resolution on those terms. However,
when snmlar experlences recur, they become evi-
denceanti canlearn from.

ining damage on aircraft that returned
from missions. The instinct was to rein-

That is where grievance data acquires a wider
value. It can help connect the customer’s account of

forcett stbullet holes.
The statistician Abraham Wald pointed
to the opposite conclusion. Those were
the areas where an aircraft could be hit

productinsearchofthe underlyingcause BANKING & and still return. The more important
can reveal patterns that conventional BEYOND question wasto know where the missing
classifications may miss. A complaint SWAMINATHAN | aircraft had been hit, as those hits had

may arise from product design, process
execution, an interaction between sys-
tems, entities or people, oreven from the waythe griev-
ance itself was handled. Familiar complaints then
beg.u[otellancherstory

making a digital payment, seeing the

proved to be fatal.

The lesson is a useful one for com-
plaintanalysis. What is visible in the datais not always
the whole population we need to understand. Com-

what with itution’s own view of how
its processes are supposed to work. Over time, recur-
ring typologies can show whether an identified prob-
lemis receding, pemsung or simply reappearing in
another form. C analysisthen
than arecord of cases received and closed. It becomes
a way of testing whether intended outcomes are
actually reaching customers.

The next evolution in grievance redress is not
simply resolving complaints faster but reading them
better. That means moving from counung them to

nmoumdeb)ted but ithas notreachedthe
recipient. The customer sees one failed transaction.
Behind it, however, may lie acham of. swem within
thebank

plaint data tells us a great deal about ¢ ho d them, from und them to
fnum:l their way into the grievance system, but much 1denufyu1g patterns, and from those patterns to
those whodid not. the underlyi journey.

d d

Grievance

actionswith payment players. T
ingwherethat chain brokeis what

C int volumes are shaped not only by cus-
tomer experience, but also by awareness, accessibil-

intoan insight.

The value of this approach becomes clearer when
complaints are viewed together. What appears individ-
ually as unrelated grievances may reveal a common

ity and th ability toraise a grievance,
Thisis parucularly relevant for customers for whom
raisinga may itself be difficult. Age, digi-
tal familiarity, language, location or personal cir-
cumstances can affect how easily someone

Agood grievance redress system gives customers
an effective remedy when something goes wrong. A
good learning system ensures that one customer’s
experience helps prevent the same problem from
becoming the next customer’s experience.

The writer is Deputy Governor, Reserve Bank of
India. The views are personal

Ahimsa against extinction

October2, Mahatma Gandhi’s birthday and the Inter-
national Day of Non-Violence, arrives this year with a
disturbing warning: Humanity could face extinction
not by this century’s end, but perhaps within this
decade. Few acts could be more violent than the
extinction of humanity itself.

Jacob Coxon, who worked at OpenAl and
Anthropzc warns Lhey are racmg straight to self-

potentiallyself-improving Alisk toposeanes
regulatory ion. The EUAIActispr

tured around the risks associated with how and where
an Al system is used. A future frontier model may
require us to think equally about what the model is
capable of becoming. A system that begins m a
relatively low-risk ion could, asits ilities

bilityt Ids beyond whichr fortest-
ing, oversight and deployment become progressively
more stringent. Such a framework could be similar to
nuclear material safety requirements or biosafety
levels for pathogens. As systems acquire greater
autonomy, for instance, the evidence required before
should rise. This also requires that the

expand, acquire the ability to perform tasks in increas-

withour

llves Mr Coxon's warning goes beyond rhetoric.

Artificial intelligence (AI) may soon improve its own

capabilities faster than researchers can o

understand or control them, creating a /

feedback loop in which capablhly out- ’
#

mle forthemselvesbecause frontier Alis
concentrated inahandful of labs, mainly
in the United States and China. Yet with
Washington and Beijing racing for tech-
nological and strategic supremacy, uni-
lateral restraint seems unlikely: If one
slows, the other may surge ahead.

OFF THE GRID

ingly c domains. A customer-service AL

IndiaAl Mission invest in adversarial testing, model
evaluation, interpretability, Al security and assess-

forinstance, toidentify organ-
isational errors and carry out corrective actions on its
fAT's

ment of systems fi this frame-
work. India’s vibrant startup ecosystem could be

ow!
evoluLmn may demand a ncw model of

tocome up thh woﬂd class scluuons
The mustalso

ive than tradi-

Lional regulatory cycles.
Ttalso shows that the arrival of more

. Regulation needs to be adaptive, pro-
vide for continuous monitoring and be supported by
delegated authority to act when new risks emerge.

such as isation for

capable '\I may require next- ion
capabilities and i
to complement “risk-by-use” with con-
tinuous assessment of a system’s “capa-
bility and capability-driven risk”, so that
governance can rapondu“ thosecapabil-
with

drugs during health emergencxes and aviation air-
worthiness procedures that allow action when new
safety risks are identified, offer useful models.
Greater international cooperation is needed, par-
ticularly among countries outside the US-China axis.
across the Global South, India can

Algovernancemustaddresstworisks:  AJAY KUMAR ities change With its i
i i the
d; fil injust two c ‘The India does not yet possess frontier or superintelli-
decisions to slow or in frontier Al - g level Al capability and its Al calculus is shaped

will affect everyone. Capability may be concentrated,

but the consequences are universal. The rest of the

world cannot afford to be merely a decision-taker on a
that dsk s future.

Among the initiatives outside the US-China axis,

day and release it during evening peaks. Ti investment is also equall

important. The Cabinet’s recent approval of Green Energy Corridor I11, with ¥136
trillion for intrastate transmission and ¥50,000 crore for 50 GWh of battery storage,
isastepin thisdirection. China’srapid expansion of grid-scalestorage offersa useful
benchmark. India’s plannir 236 GWhofbattery 1175GWhof
pumped storage by 2031-32. The storage needs viable revenue streams for services
suchas peakshifting, frequency regulation, reserves and congestion management.

the UnionAlAct, the world's first binding Al

by more i needs: Di goalsand

improving productivity.

help build cooperation around information sharing,
technical verification, responsible development and
common safeguards, while encouraging the US and
China to move towards globally au:epted prmclpl&s

ratherthan

India has, thus far, adopted a

tion. Having hosted Lhe l.udxaAISmnmit

towards AI regulation. The country has a strategic
opportunity and responsibility not only asa userof AL
butas a stakeholder in its global future. With 1.45 bil-

law has esrabhshad arisk based architecture. Itpro-  lion people, a vast and diverse data ecosystem, a con-
nmr.u 'es, tribution of nearly 17 per cent to global economic
d risk ifiedhigh- growth, and strongi lobal South,

risk systems, and places obligations on general-pur-
pose Al models, including additional safeguards for
‘models presenting systemic risk. The EU market gives
these rules considerable significance, encouraging

The next phase of power-sector investment must build the ability store,

transmit, and quickly respond toshifts in demand.

develc ccount.

Yet the emergence of increasingly capable and

India has a reach of global significance. Its success in
building digital infrastructure at an

earlier this year, India is well placed to lead this effort.
Al's advance is unlikely to stop. The real question
is whether governance can keep pace, The US and
China will remain central, but they cannot write the
rules foreveryone. Those who control the frontier will
shape its direction; those who bear its consequences
must have avoice. Indiamust help build thatvoice and

population scale further strengthens its ability to
shapethe global debate on superintelligence,

India could conslder deve!opmg regulauans gov-
erning AL

aglobal iolence strategy for AL That would bea
fitting tribute to Mahatma Gandhi.

The writer is Chairman, UPSC, and former Defence
Secretary of India. The views are personal

America’s war on Muslims

Pakistani immigrant from b i ior

Queens, Matin Siraj, intoa
concocted plotto bomb
Herald Square, in Midtown

ment intended for useinthe
building ofa mosque. This
past May, two teenage

1equip- Iready dehu-
manised. The FBI's infamous Cointelpro
initiative (1956-71) involved spyingon

Arab lawyers, activistsand students for

BOOK
REVIEW

SPENCER ACKERMAN

There isacherished myth about 9/11,
one evident during the recent 25th-anni-
ersary ions, according to

which the attacks united the country.
Like many myths, it contains grains of
truth. The early “war on terror” regis-
tered levels of political consensus not
since repeated. But the myth obscures
the millions of people whom the consen-
sus not only excluded but targeted.

A morerecent myth says that after
the occupations of Afghanistan and Iraq
failed, the wars came home. There are
grains of truth here, too. Black Lives
Matter Missouri

faced police oﬁjcers wielding military

equipment developed for those occupa-
tions overseas, But like the first myth,
thissecond one obscures how, from the
very first moments after 9/11, the war
was already ar home. Federal agentsand
vigilantes fanned out in search of post-
9/11threats. They found them in
Muslim communities,

Rozina Ali's unforgettable new book,
Seasons of Fury: Four Families and the
Riseof Islamophobia in America, takes
anoverdue hammer tothese myths. A
thorough, subtle reporter and a con-
lnbuung writer for The New York Times

MsAli

dispatate

record of American Muslim life asshe
follows a Michigan-born civil rights
lawyer; working-class Pakistani immi-
grantsin Queens; a suburban Palesti-
nian family; and a Republican mayor in
Basking Ridge, New Jersey. Through
their varied i Ms Ali details

Theover majority of Mus-
lims targeted by law enforcement and
immigration authorities over the past 25
years had no connection to 9/11, Al
Qaedaor political violence. In the post-
9/1t atmosphere of collective suspicion,
it did not matter. Within two months of
theattacks, at least 1,182 people had been
rounded up and detained, and many
had been deported. The next year, the
Justice Department required “special
registration” for immigrants from pre-
dominantly Muslim countries, event-
ually creatinga database of more than
80,000 people. Registrants, Ms Ali
writes, feared they would be jailed and
deported whether they complied or not.

Not many genuine terrorist plots
emerged from American Muslims,
Mostly prosecutors went after the webs
of association emanating from newly

‘what itis tosurvive state persecution
draped in the legitimacy of counterter-
rorism. Often their ordeals were greeted
with silence by neighbours, and some-
times withapproval.

in2004. Siraj, who g
thought the scheme was just
talk, backed away as El
Dawoody's entreaties intensi-
fied. He was nevertheless
arrested, tried and convicted
on four counts of conspiracy
to destroy property. One of

gunmen entered the Islamic
Center of San Diego and shot
todeath three men who
stopped them from advanc-

perceived ties toradicals.

The Iran hostage crisis, the 1991 Per-
sian Gulfwar and the 1993 World Trade
Center bombing hJeled a portmyal ol ter-

ingon the 140 child
Eventhespectre of viol-

enceislife-changing. It

happensto the Omars, a Pales-

the many triumphs of Sea- g:mi gﬁm ;;ue’ of tinian family of fivewhose
sons of Furyis Ms Ali’s Islamophabia in journey Ms Ali arrestingly
account of the Siraj family, America chronicles (and to whomshe
which she followsas Matin by Rozina Ali givesa pseudonym). Their 50~
agesin prison and his par- Published by something neighbourinan
entsandsister arearrested ~ Crown unnamed Eastern Seaboard
by ICE agents whilecoping ~ 446pages $32 suburb harasses them for
with the injustice of his years. The American flag the
incarceration. Omars hang outside their

Law enforcement agents violated
Muslimcivil rights in the name of
keeplngAmerlcasafe, even as American
assault.

-ame under

home isnoshield. They refer to their
neighbouronly as MxHappy, addingto

inside.

rorism
‘Whenthe white supremactst'ﬁmomy
McVeigh bombed the Alfred PMurrah
Federal Building in Oklahoma City in
1995, a Democratic former House Intelli-
gence Committee chairman, along with
pundits from mainstream outlets pre-
sumed Muslims were responsible.

Bybringingthe ordeal of American

i fromth N
Furyindicts the society that sacrificed
themonthealtarof 9/11. The recent ICE
raids and roundups emerge directly from
of Muslim:

‘Those now locked in ICE detention

theairof these

centres, and tobe. canonly

chapters. When the O; inaprotec-

crimi orgamsauons, often those The shop windows of a Brooklyn fabric tive order against him, which would
supporting P In 3 med Razvi two years, Mr Happy laughs
the FBI and other lay { hot out while ashes of the his way out of the courtroom.

agencies manufactured threats. AsMs ‘World Trade Centre were still blowing Seasons of Fury, which has beenlong-
Alireports, one paid informant, Osama over Coney Island Avenue. A decads llsled for the National Book Award,

El Dawoody, manipulated a 21-year-old later, in how evenbefore9/11

hope they will not be similarly aban-
doned by their neighbours,

The reviewer isa Pulitzer Prize-and
National Magazine Award-winning
reporter. ©2026 The New York Times
News Service
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The Street Feels
Global Heat

Local investors have cushioned the fall, somewhat

Bond markets are trying to impose fiscal discipline on
governments as borrowing by advanced economies rea-
chesextraordinarylevels. Geopolitics isn’t helping, with
disrupted energy supplies stoking inflation worldwide.
Central bankersare raisingrates to tame prices, harden-
ing their currencies. All this is grim news for Indian eq-
uities, already facing relentless foreign selling. Thurs-
day’ssell-off —Sensex fell 571 points and Nifty 199 points,
extendingan 8-week losing streak —isa sharpreminder
of how these global pressures are feeding into Dalal Stre-
et. Domestic factors add to the pressure: an erratic mon-
soon could weigh on rural incomes while keeping food
inflation elevated. Household savings have stepped into
the breach, pushing more money into equities despite
prolonged marketdecline.

Indian investors are pitted against concerted pressure
in international financial markets. A
fall in crude below $100 a barrel would
ease some immediate concerns, buta
return to the pre-Iran equilibrium lo-
oks remote. Nor are bond vigilantes
likely to lower their guard. Major eco-
nomiesnow spendmoreservicing the-
ir debt than the world invests in Al by
one estimate. A bond-market sell-off has been anticipat-
ed for some time; now that it is underway, the squeeze is
unlikely to ease soon. Central banks are again seen as be-
ing behind the inflation curve, leaving them little choice
buttopushrates higher.evenat the costof global growth.

Commodity and bond markets will remain adverse for
emerging economies such as India. Global equity invest-
ment is also increasingly concentrated in AT infrastruc-
ture, where India has little significant presence yet. Sus-
taining growth could become harder in an environment
of e: edit. Indian equities, however,arenolong-
erasrichly valued asthey wereacoupleof years ago, with
headline multiples moving towards historical averages
after a prolonged correction. The correction could have
been steeper but for the doughty Indian investor.

MKG & Ahimsa’s
Realpolitik Value

Boards should build a strong leadership pipeline long before the search begins for the next CEO

Find Success in Succession

Harsh Mariwala &
Vivek Khemka

~ EOsuccession is oneof the
most important decisionsa
boardmakes. Yet, mostboa-
/ rdstreatitasanevent,rath-
er than a process, giving it
thtle weight until triggered by a per-
formance challenge, retirement or
resignation.

Until then, succession planningra-
rely gets attention. Most boards and
nomination committees will tell you
allis well. But when succession beco-
‘mes real, often suddenly, that confi-
dence can prove fragile. External se-
arches become compressed and reac-
tive. Internal candidates who could
have been prepared are not ready
Worse, potential contenders may ha-
ve left, seeing no path forward, or in-
vestment in their development.

Done well, succession isan active,
multi-year talent-development sys-
tem. It forces theright stretch assign-
ments, builds a broad-based pool of
leaders, and gives the board a much
deepel understanding of the compa-
ny'stoptalent. It may even be the best

ership specification. A specification
built around future strategy gives
the process a more rlgumus brief,

No, it's not que serasera

tender round out a gap, or test some-

Dbate trade-offs honestly, without ear-
ly or

THE SPEAKING TREE

voices
shaping the room too soon.

The best chairs orchestrate this
carefully: engaging directors indivi-
dually, holding back their views un-
til others have spoken, and creating
conditionsfor the buard to. cnnverge
Evidence, disci and i d-

Leadership
Masterclass

entchallenge keep this sensitive con-
versation honest.
» Think internal and external If
the earlier elements have been done
we].l and there is a strong internal pi-
line, boards need not look extern-
ally It risks demotivating and poten-
tially losing strong internal talent.
However, looking externally not on-
ly expands the cbolce set but also

Whena leader mobilises nearly
350 mn people to follow him, the-
remust besomething to learn
fromhim. MK Gandhi had five
greatleadership qualities that
propelled hisability tolead our
nation intoaunified movement.
t. he had a vision of afree,
self reliant nation that could give

ut the role, the standard it wants to
set. andprovidesa clearerread onits
internal contenders,

If an internal candidate is close to
the bestexternal option, the internal
candidate shou prefer-
red. It sends a strong signal to the or-
ganisation, preservescontinuity and
reduces integrationrisk.

» Keep the process tight Full-boa-
rd ownership doesn’t mean every di-
rector needs to be in every conversa-
tion. Confidentiality protects candi-
dates, internal trust and process in-
tegrity. The chair'srole is important.
In promoter-led companies, so is the
pmmo!er 's. They must avoid signal-

that will matterlater?
Pressure to fill a role can over-

top-talent
abletoa company:

P Early bird The best boards start
this process 5-7 yrs before a transi-
non Early on, the field stays w1de

and can point
from the incumbent.
When framing the

whelm the longe
question. Creating small profit cen-
tres within th and giving

boards shouldn't let in-
dustry e)q)enence crowd

top talenta chance toma-
nage an end-to-end busi-
ness, is one of the better

tod t out ity, potential | BOARDING PASS
achmgandleadexshxp developmen( and strategic fit. Most >
with the boal‘d and CEQinvestingti- overestimatethevalueof | iatsavoon wansonnnt
‘me. Potenti; on- ‘industry] *and
lywhen people are inunfa- potential, limiting
miliarroles, bolder choices. Boards should also

The aim is to build a strong lead-
ership pipeline, For many compani-
es, that stronger bench is the real re-
turn from doing succession well. In
the final 2-3 yrs, the field narrows to
4-5 serious contenders, and the work
becomes morefocused.

» Make hard choices Boards shou-
1dask what kind of CEO will be need-
edtoshapeanddeliver thefutureina
company's forward-looking strate-
gy, then translate it into a clear lead-

avoid the incumbency trap. If the
CEO has been successful, they often
look for a successor in the same mo-
uld. If the CEO has struggled, they
can swing too far. Both are back-
ward-lookin

Recm)tmem or promotion decisi-
ons for senior roles should not be ma-
de only to fill today’s vacancy. They
should also ask whether the appoint-
ment creates future CEO optionality:
does this role stretch a potential con-

1] development interven-
tions.

» Involve the whole bo-
ard Succession can’t belong to the
chair, CEO or nominations commit-
tee alone. The board must own the
fullarcof Lhepmcess —defining the
specification, engaging with candi-
dates, debating evidence and mak-
ingthefinal decision.

Directors need enough exposure
to candidates to form views based on
evidence, not reputation. Early on,
potential leaders present to l]\e boa-

even informally.

b \m Just CEQ duty There’salsoa
structural problem at the centre of
any succession process that boards
are often reluctant to name. Many
CEOs find it hard to develop their
own successors. It can feel threaten-
ing, or lead CEOs to over-identify

forcen-
turies, It was a powerful purpose
andgoal, and every Indian found
theircalling in it, regardless of
ethnicor religious background.

Second, he was, and was widely
perceived to be, aman of integ-
rity His followers could trust his
motivesand takehis words at
facevalue.

Third, he showed empathy and
emotional connection by living.
like some of the most impoveri-
shed sectionsof Indicsociety. He

ed to his opponents as much
ashelistened to his followers,
and that gave him the unique
ability to bridge gaps between
thetwosides.

Fourth, he had a powerful abili-
ty toenforee his will on matters

believed in. Hisfasts unto dea-
th to change behaviour of hisown
followers on more than one occa-
sion were a case inpoint.

Finally he wasamastermind at

ispiits :

withleader heirown
path. This is why boards must take
charge of this process, and not leave
itentirely to CEOs.
The real test of CEOQ

sation. He selected a great team

of leaders suchas Sardar Patel

and Nehru, and hissatyagraha
inSouth Africa, the

not only whether the board chuoses
the right person, but also if it has bu-
ilt a company with more leaders rea-
dyfor lnggm roles. Boards that under»

non-cooperation movement, the
Dandi March, and the salt tax agi-
tation were masterful ideas exe-

cutedona national scale. Albert

stand thi D in;

an emergency plan and start treatmg
it as the company’s most important
talent system, leaving the enterprise
stronger no matter who gets the job.

rd. Later, g1
exposure and mentoring. When the
decision comes, directors need to de-

Mariwala ischairman, Marico. Khembka is
senior partner; Egon Zehnder

Gandhi, 'Gen-
erations to come will scarcely be-
lieve thatsucha manever walk-
edtheearth.”

Inanagewhendiplomacy is property negotiation, ahi
sound suspmously like bringing a yoga mat to a knife ﬁght
politicsand

Gaud}:u_ Gandhi’s great innovation was not mscavermg what
humanity had already spotted: that violence is unpleasant. It
was recognising that non-violence could be — irony alert —
weaponised. Satyagraha was. morallty engineered into strate-
gy:reft accept jon,and
thereby increase the political price of coercing you.

BRICS Building Anti-Dollar Walls?

duce theneed touse dollars when both
tradingpartners can settledirectly in
theirown currencies. And it is in the

interesting. On Sep-
tember1, Norges Bank
recommended redu-

¥ ALGO OF
/M BLISSTECH
Petting an
Animal

There'sa tangible rush of pea-
ceinrunningahandoveran
animal. A dogoffers its head
withespectantjoy;acat be-

energy sector that thisevolution . zamindar
Realpolitik countsmoney soldiers, territory, sanctionsand bar- b?f:g;‘ pmmzdme:vl?lgs‘;g:l:nwuu s government bfv‘:gff vilheielistole st
gaining chips — things we're more than familiar with in our hassharply accelerated itsex- fund’s benchmark ur palm.
‘eraof wars'. Ahimsa adds another asset: legitimacy. Govern- Stéphanie Heng & changes in national currencies. Z g from 70% mbﬂ"'a This Partcf thepkmmmsthat no-
overpower rators. But o ‘With China, therouble and renmin- epNEHUNDILED DOLIARS L Ani-
. ” Alban de la Soudiére biarenowat the heart of trade No, it's not a jok malsdon’t
it'sharder tomake the overpoweringlook . As for Indiz, Russian 0, it’s nota joke 5 Foiy 4 ) updates. The hand
respectable Violence by protesters chan- oil has pushed both festo arenot paidineuros, to‘exitthedollar’. The fund would moves; furor skinmoves be-
ject from their grievancetopul It'snot yetamonetary ion. But  develop i despite privileged links between the insigni ol neathit For
ic order Di: it'sa just a: inroubls rupees, and thisin EUand these two countries. Inany itself. But ii'saniuteresdngsig)al. afewminutes, two creatures
A LA S L important. For decades, thedollarhas  parallel case, itonly appli fthe  Overtime agree that this is suffici
the phenecam pointed at the grievance. beenthelubricantof worldtrade.Oil, ~ China, forits part, i long-ters tracts, whichare ‘moredebt
Gandhi understood that rulers possess gas. raw materials, most internatio- pushing therenminbiinitsenergy ~ numerousand often confidential. refinancingrates. And afew dozeu

guns— or lathis, water cannons, tear gas
—butdepend upon clerks, taxpayers, lawyers, policemen and,
ulh.mately consent. The British Empire wasformidable. It was

ively needy. Th

Noneof this makes ahimsamagical. Non-violent campaigns
canfail, bebrutally suppressed, or encounter regimes relative-
ly indifferent to reputation. Gandhi's own

naltrade, forex reserves —almost
everywhere, thedollarhas establis-

and trade exchanges. Not necessari-
ly toreplace the doual buttocreate

Onthe other hand. the overnight oil
price, mcludmf, the North SeaBrent

cced compromises. But that makes the doctrine more, not less,
interesting to realists. A!nmsa 15 commonly displayed in the
f politics besids and upliftingquo-

tauons Itbelongs equally inthearmoury. The Mahatma’s mis-
wasto rate that refusingto hit

back need not mean refusing to hit where power hurts.

It's that special day again when
benefits of restraint are real-time

Celebrate National
Teetotalitarian Day!

thenation, National
Teetotzmanan Day today,a24-hrexperiment inauthorita-
rian sobriety. Today, as Indians, we are free to speak (and
‘wear) whatever we wa‘nt. But sxppmg on a double Scotch
willbe tr values
—and by today’s, we mean of this single day. Oh, cheer up,
it’s less joyless than it sounds. Alcohol is an unusual pro-
duct whose ion steadily dimini: the consu-
mer'sability tojudge whether further consumption ispru-
dent. By the fourth drink, rational-choice theory has left
the building, usually without paying itsshare of thebill.
Teetotalitarianism restores fiscal discipline at household
level. Money otherwise spent on overpriced wine remains
available for economically sounder purposes, such as over-
priced coffee. There are other savmgs No drunken Whats-

BRICS’ expansion isa very visible
tom of it. Th i

additional basis points, applied gradual-
lytoacolossal debt, can causea vicious

has1lmembers, plus several partner
countries. Their aim is not specifical-

rency for inter-
naucmal trade. Most intra-European
trade, including in the energy sector;

hed itself rrency. the US reference, ‘mly quoted m cuv:leof interestcosts, deficit, debt,
And thistrade dominance hashad a currency isnolonger dollars. Nevert costs, not ion the
today’simperia. particularly favourable consequence  transitroute, and tolimit the unpact rency capable of seriousri

for the US. The world needs dollars, of sanctions. BRICS and d i i (both monetary and imported).

whichhavebeen circulating, someof ~ sation won't make the dollar dxs- internati is, indeed, The bi risk, then, is not the

whlch comes back to huy USdebt. appear. But: lpingtomake analternat dollar: dollar'sdemise but the gradualend
produ- Thasnot the world monetary system pro- De-dollarisationdoesn’'tmeanthe  of exceptionally cheap US finan-

!ar from it. Butitisbeingeroded. And  gressively more multipolar. 1mm1nenl end of the dol]ax but cing, with potentially huge consequ-

OutsldeBR!CS theeum]sahmdva ratheragrad of encesforl d, thus, the

global reserves, notably at the
expenseof UStreasury bonds, The
real risk for the US is that foreign

entireglobal financial system.

chitself can engage sensory
and nervous-system pathways
associated with calm. Heart

rateand blood

Heng worksat European Parliament.
la

ease, The body, apparently, un-

1y to create asingle currency that isnaturally oonductedme\u‘os demand for US debt sl NATO Communi- derstands petting before the
would compete with the dollar. But. , oil and i Agency (NCIA). mind i worrying.
Morepragmatically thegoalistore-  gas imports from Nurway or Algeria  TheNorwegian case s particularly it
emistry Topetan animal isto
i i theex-
~ . @ haustmg apparatusof langu-
age. For once, nobody is trying
toimproveanybody. Youare
simply touching anotherliv-
, ingthing, and itisallowing
youtostay.
India Ce lobal Strate- I New Dethito ton, therefore, is larger than Russi-
gic Partnership in terms of mutual subsmuuallyreduoeRumnml an crude: whatcombination of
I‘ trust, shared interestsand goodwill. the USand Indi pressure, incenti d alternative
which  energy supplies bestadvances US
Lhe principle well: ReaLfrm:ds can alternative supplies— including US objectives without imposing dispro-
crude ch lnd:aata]anded cost paruouam devalnpmenml costson
differencesintheend. The RI!SSIBH ianoilbeing India,

WakeUp, Lazies,

to boss or morning clar-
ification. N o mysterious ctedit—card entry that must be inv-
estigated. The value of celebrsmlg asecular dry day is its

rapid policy tr Mostgover

‘mand restraint now toreap promised benefits several years

Mohit Saraf oil question provides an opportunity d}splnoed Sucha request: would lhen. 1‘elanonsh1p built over decades?
principle. arift reaching100% is And Sme" Work
India’s continued purchase of New Delhi I Lnduxs ily powerful in-

On Wednesday, Na:endm  Modi Russianoil should notbemistaken  beingasked toalter itsenergy sour- strun ic holiday on October 2,
called Donald T for indi i by Golor nmgm mus\ul of ashared geopoliti- exta'nd)ar bewud (hemltrada Anda m mark the birth anniversary of
matters on tr ade energy anddefen-  India’s people — ing thei notreally ‘\/lolmndas Gandhl isbringing
ce. He also reportedly highlighted caused by Russia’s waron Ukraine.  miccost need not tiona-  testedwheni ide. It leader who
India’s concerns over Lindsey O But anelected government must tely on the Indian people. dumbility is tested when they diverge. would never have wanted his co-
G iaand the ship tha ‘hat is the central issue. Energy i ill disa m untrymen to be lazy and non-pro-
Iran Act 2026. Tru i e higher energy costs ility m].ndm isnot: sunply n.me totime. They are two. large ductive on the day he was born.
sanctionslaw on Sept 18, giving canimposeon its own citizens. about each pursu- Asingle holiday meansloss of
himself as pr i ial None: of hisdimis sthmg gins, or headline GDP. It duecm ingitsown national interests. With thousands of crorestotheeco-
authority to impose tariffsup to ton’s ry'sabilitytomove  the Lindsey O Graham Sanctioning nomy thata developing country
100% onmajor purchasers of Russi-  reducin it f people Russiaand Iran Act, Trump wields like India can ill-afford, Gandhi
anenergy. The important aspect of Russia tosustain its war in Ukraine.  towar il i ity ion. Using that wasthearchitect of thefreedom
thelaw is thatsuch an imposition Butit important isal i i hould involve looking movement, and India atmmed
will be on presidential ‘discretion’. question: who should bear the hipatstake. India-U beyond the i i ion of

ForIndia, the questionisn'tabout  economiccostof achieving tion today encompasses defen where India buysa barrel of oil. [t dom fighter mdud.mg(‘ymdku
howmany barrelsof Russianoilit  thatobjective? gl cc: critical houldalso invol ider: worked tirelessly Asanation,
buys, but whether countries with There may N 7‘.4 conductors, Al neslhem India’slevel of development, econo- welovetocelebrate, mournand
pmfoundly djﬂamm 1ew.ls of deve-  beafairer ) Nl upply , coun- i i even protest witha holiday, whi-
lopment, ‘way forward. terterrorismandthe ceptionally highenergy prices, and chisunethical in today’s context

strategicrelationships withthe US
should be treated alike. Say, China
and India, profoundly different
countries, both of which ‘dobusi-
ness’ with Russia.

away. ianism asks for restraint tonight. By bre- Thisis where, for India, economics
India and theUS have
akfast oushall yourvery good building.
i i % = s spent
So, let’sraise a glass to National ian oneof the world's most consequenti-
Day. And to tomorrow —it’s National No-Hangover Day! alstrategicrelationships. Trump
and Modi have described the US-

Yes, I try to keep everyone confused

Indo-Pacific. The
twocountriesare

strategic value of a trusted rela-
tionship that both cmmtries have

seekingdeeper
tradeand invest-
ment ties, and

spent ting.
Thechallengeis tuensmeﬂaala
disagreement over Russian oil does
nutobsmre the much larger question
Indiaand the US want their

and trusted

relationship to be 20 yrs from now.

pp] ns.
‘The question
for Washing-

Theuwriter is founder & managing partner.
Saraf & Partners

where time is money and every
minute must be respected for its
worth. The nation must amend
its Constitution and remove ‘un-
productive’ holidays like Gandhi
Jayanti. Instead, we must pay ho-
mage to the ‘mahatma’ by work-
ingextrahoursasamarkof res-
pectto thegreat leader:
SNKabra

Mumbai
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Rural job loss signals
afailingpromise

he Samyukta Kisan Morcha’s statement that 9.56
I crore rural workdays were lost during July-August
compared to th periodin 2025 confir
fearsaboutlastyear’srevamp of the Mahatma Gandhi Na-
tional Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA). A
coalition of over 400 farmer unions, the Morchasaid there-
vamped programme-Viksit Bharat-Guarantee for Rozgar
and Ajeevika Mission Gramin (VB-G RAM G) - generated
only20.21crore person-daysasagainst 29.77 crorein 2025.
The data from the Ministry of Rural Development deflates
the government’s projections. Notably, this fall in employ-
menthas come at a time marked by high rural distress.
Thedownward trend could betraced tomultiple reasons.
One factor is the scheme’s provision of a 60-day pause
period, which halts employment during peak sowing and
harvestingseasons. Problemswith KYC requirements, such
as biometric authentication and facial recognition, have
also excluded labourers. These structural concerns were
highlighted when VB-G RAM G was introduced, leading

ROLLS OF DISCORD

SIR and the project of
disenfranchisement

Operational irregularities
inthe exercise are
striking, butitslarger
agendaisa State
unequal by design

PARAKALA PRABHAKAR

r I Nhe rift in the Election Commis-
sion of India (ECI), as revealed
in recent investigative media

reports, has raised serious doubts

aboutits credibility. The claim that the

poll body had not met in full strength

even once in the last four months and

that as many as 14 notes of disagree-

ments and objections by two election
issi (ECs)wentunt

puts the functioning of the Commis-

sion, espmallv of the Chief Elecn(m

O (CEC),inthespotli

The two press releases issued by the

to appret about a subst - ECL instead of clearing the air and
tial reduction in the number of the , instilling confidence in the people,
scheme’s beneficiaries. The Naren- The first years have only deepened the public’s sus-
draModigovernmentwascriticalof fITHIEIY TN picions about its opaque functioning.
the MNREGA framework, though  ERTESPS T8 They usve tiot dostniented anything
itretained theschemeafter coming RAM gar ite the claims made in the inves-
5 gativereports.
to power. The changes introduced  JUUTATTENET S “The Opposition parties and cvil s
last year were widely seen as an at- cietyl irreg-

temptto theoriginal pro-
gramme, a contention thatappearsincreasingly credible.
Inthefirstsignof disruption, the structure of the original
rights-based job guarantee scheme was altered, turning it
into a centrally controlled plan where states bear substan-
tial operational costs. The scheme now has a 60:40 Cen-
tre-state funding pattern, butmany financially constrained
states are finding it difficult to contribute their share and
support the programme. While the new conditions have
limited the scope of the programme, its significance has
only increased amid economic uncertainties. This year
has been particularly critical, as the southwest monsoon
recorded deficit rainfall, leading multiple states to report
drought and crop failures. Some states have demanded
an expansion of the programme to benefit more sections
of workers. The government had claimed that it aimed to
increase the employment guarantee from 100 days to 125
days perrural household everyyear, butwith theshrinking
ofthescheme, thatobjective stands unrealised. Early-stage
operational issues are a given for any redesigned pro-
grammeof thisscale, butthe government must now revisit
the fundamentals of that new design. The important ques-
tion is whether India can afford to dilute rightful rural em-
ploymentby tyingitto the State’s efficiencyand resources.

ularities in implementing the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of electonal

deletions and hearings targeted only
voiceless mmonnes, ‘\dlvasns Dalits,
and mar
and women? Whatifthe decisionto ﬁle
Forms 7 for the deletion of 16 lakh vot-
ersin West Bengal was taken by keep-
ing the two ECs in the loop and with
their consent? Would all these have
made the SIR an acceptable exercise?
Now, we also hear a response that
goes, “SIR was good; it was justimple-
mented badly”. Even the ECI's official
response relied on this narrative. It
harped on the point that all the com-
missioners were unanimous in their
decision to implement the process.
One fundamental question regarding
its response and the public discourse

Was there consensus?

Thecurrentdiscourse cannotoverlook
therampantirregularities in how elec-
tions were conducted during at least
the last eight years. Some of the politi-
cally lirregularities have

SPEAKOUT

Wewillappeal to Mamata Banerjee tojoin
the Congress with herremaining MLAs

Al

and MPs. We will accept her
leadershipin Bengal and work

alongside her.
Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury,
Congress leader

It felt good to sitaround and agree, to have a
common enemy and a shared struggle.

Nadia Hashimi

been theirrational phasing of pollingin
differentstates, the partisanimplemen-
tation of the Model Code of Conduct
thatallowed the ruling party’sstarcam-
paignersto freelymake hate speeches,
the inordinate delay in declaring the
final percentage of votes polled, theun-
precedented discrepancy between the
preliminary percentage of polling and
the delayed declaration of the final fig-
uresof polling, the suspected spurious
injection of votes both in the 2024 Lok
Sabha elections and the subsequently
held state assembly polls, the glaring
discrepancy between the number of
votes polled as declared after the poll-
ing and the number of votes recovered
from the Electronic Voting Machines
(EVMs) during the 2024 counting, and
the unusual and unexplained increase
inthe number of voters just before the
assembly polls in some states.
However, regarding all these irreg-
ularities, we have yet tolearn ofany rift
within the Commission. Of course, we
cannot rule out that possibility. There
might have been. But it is yet to come
to light. Until something is revealed,
weneed to assume that the full body of
the Commission was on the same page.

rollsand called for the CEC'si
ment. Demands for scrapping the SIR
are getting louder.

Our publicdiscourse is now flooded
with analyses and debates about the
ECI's operations and the CEC's con-
duct in implementing the SIR. How-
ever, some fundamental issues and
questions need to be recovered from
the current overlay on this discourse.
Thisisimportantbecause thoseissues
areindangerof being buried under the
current spate of commentary. They
might eventually disappear from the
foreground of the country’s discourse
onits democratic life.

Let us begin by asking some ‘what
if questions. What if the two ECs did
not write the notes of disagreements/
objections? What if they were on the
same page with the CEC and the head
of the ECT's IT Department on the way
the SIR was being carried out? What if
the process did notcall some high-pro-
file individuals for hearings, and the

remains unaddressed. The ECI's re-
sponse to a query under Right to In-
formation (RTI) by an activist clearly
stated that the decision to carryoutthe

g SIR is not merelyabout
helping a particular party win an elec-
tion; itpointstoamuch deeperdesign—
tocreateacustomised electoratein the
country. Itisintended toturnIndiainto
a chubhc inwhich only somesections

SIR was not taken in the C
The Commission has notsaid anything
todisown thatresponse.

Beyond the procedural aspects
of the SIR's implementation, the larg-
er question should address what this
roll revision is essentially tasked to
doto the nature of India’s political so-
ciety. We shou]d not lose sxght of the

remain i rel-
cvaut Thosesectionsarenon-minority,
non-Dalit, non-Adivasi, and non-mar-
ginalised. With the minorities, Adiva-
sis, Dalits. and the other marginalised

relevant sections would largely be Sa-
varna Hindus. The minorities who
remain on the rolls would anyway be

massive, target
which would create two classes of In-
dians. It oughttobeanimportantcon-
cern that as many as 14 crore people
would be removed from the electoral
rolls, making them lose their right
to participate in the political process
even as they continue to reside in the
country. This, in effect, makes them
second-class Indians.

The SIR, in other words, is a deep-
er Dl‘O]El:( toturn Lndla intoa Smrarna
0 heSIRand

e d e fo

TOBE PRECISE

IN PERSPECTIVE
Ablueprintfor
million-plus cities

Karnataka’s urban
growth policy
should empower
new metropolitan
centres, notcreatea
second Bengaluru

SANTOSH

the adverse public perception
of this disparity. Beyond the
occasionalrhetoricof ‘Beyond
Bengaluru’, Karnatakalacksa
clearpolicyroadmap for devel-
opingitssecond-line cities.
The state needs a compre-
hensive five-year policy road-
maptotransformmajorurban
centres across the north, cen-
tral, and caastal regions into

illion-plus (Mn+) or
metropolitan cities
ouse a large propor-

tion of India’s urban popula-
tion, drive a substanna] share

strong

complement Bengaluru while

becoming natural choices for

investors, businesses,and pro-

fessionals.
Sucharoadmapmustlever-

age these cities’ traditional

theexercise
should stem from this understanding,
notmerelyits operational failings.
(The writer is a political economist
and author of The Crooked Timber of
New India; Syndicate: The Billion Press)

MRPLblast: A call for
stronger safeguards

he blastataMangalore Refinery and Petrochemicals
I Ltd (MRPL) unit on Wednesday, which killed one
person and injured 12, has renewed concerns about
safety standards and regulatory oversight at industrial
facilities. The explosion and fire at the refinery’s coker hy-
drotreater unit in Phase 111, triggered by the rupture of a
high-pressure cold separator, damaged 54 houses in the
surrounding areas. The impact on homes, places of wor-
ship, ;\nd nelghbourhoods underlmes the rlsks faced by
industriali
MRPL yof ONGC, mustanswer ionsabout
the circumstances thatled to the accident.

Surathkal police have registered a case allegmg negh-
gence in the unit’s maintenance and supervxsmn nammg
itshead cused. Theall be
fairly. However, therecurrence of seriousaccidents makes
it difficult to dismiss this as an isolated incident. In July
2025 two MRPL operators died after inhaling hydrogen

icl inspecting plantinfrastructure, prompt-
ing criminal casesagainstsixpersonnel. Thelatestincident
raises legitimate questions about
whether safety shortcomings iden-
tified after that tragedy were ade-
quately addressed. Residents and
civic groups have voiced concerns
about pollution, industrial hazards,
and the refinery’s proximity to in-
habited areas. These grievances
are not proof of negligence in the
present case, butthey reflecta wider
trust deficit between the refinery
and its neighbours. Industrial acci-
dents elsewhere reinforce the need for vigilance. The June
2025 explosion at Sigachi Industries in Telangana killed
morethan 50 people, while other factory, pharmaceutical,
and chermcal plant incidents have exposed the potentially
f yfailures. Thoughdiffer-
mgmcu‘cumstanr:es theseincidents highlight the need for
rigorous enforcementof safety standards.

Oversightresponsibilityat MRPLisdistributed acrosssev-
eralagencies, The OilIndustry Safety Directorate prescribes
technical standardsfor petroleuminstallations, whilethe Pe-
troleumn and Explosives Safety Organisation, the Petroleum
and Natural Gas Regulatory Board, and the state factories
inspectorate have regulatory or enforcement responsnbﬂ-
mes The i mquu’y must esmbhsh whether these : encxes

The probe
must fix
accountability

and review
risks to the
neighbourhood

ly discharged their reg d
ensured comphance with the presmbed safety standards
Ani comprel inquiry is 1 to de-

termine the immediate cause of the accident and establish
accountability, as an internal review alone would not ade-
quately address public concerns. It must also evaluate risks
to nearby setLIements review emergency preparedness,
. Thelives

andr .n:wu ectiv
lost,thei d,andtheaffectedc itiesdeservemore
thancomp d ances. They deserveverifiable

answersand protection againstanother disaster.

RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE

Thesound of silence

The library was the haven
away from textbooks
and assignments

SUDHA DEVI NAYAK

can still see Sister Dorothy sitting
sedately in the library, surruunded

walls, books in hand.
Bookswerestrewnaround wnth bags

and anditwasa

little more ready to face facts and fig-
ures that in the long run earned us a

atmospherewithgirlslostforawhileto
the world and its banalities. Here
were the Bronte Sisters, Jane Austen
m:d George Eliot, and the venerable

Hardy, Wei ited their
universe and walked their worlds, hv

From Sister Dorothy we learnt to
take down sentences, paragraphs,
and pages from books that stirred our
souls, and it has since been my habit,
taking down words that add meaning
to mundane life. I still access the se-

la- contain the bea

ing lheu chardcters.

bydark

the silent stream of children lining up
fortheissueand return ofbooks. ‘Keep
Silence’ boards looking down on us al-
mostsounded ominous. The place was
sacrosanct, blessed by silence and the
light of knowledge. There were bead-
ed curtains and tall glass windowsadd-
ing a lustre to the little library, while
an old nun sat in a corner, teasing out
soulful strains from an ancient piano.

The library was sparsely furnished
with a high-backed chmr for Sister

haring thelrtem and

of(houﬂhts and expr essions of writers

joys and Lhtu um

il ity,and
a reassurance that transported us out
of the current context. In some mys-
terious way each life became our life,
something of ourselvesin eachand ev-
ery character in the hallowed pages of
agreatbook.

Sister Dorothy was the spark that
ignited our souls and elevated our
minds, The library was the haven away
from tv.xtbooks and assignments, the
and as-

Dorothy and two b I glass-
topped tables with a few sturdy chajrs
for the privileged senior girls to sit
and read. The rest sat around on the
floor withoutstretched legs, balancing
books on their knees or leaning com-
fortably against the white-washed

sessments. Tlme in the library ﬂew on
soundless wings asimagination took a
leap into uncharted territory. Before
we knew it, we were rudely awakened
bytheclang of the bell that sentus back
toclassrooms, a little more inspired, a

whobrigt yyears
ago with unforgettable words: ‘What
novelty is worth that sweet monot-
ony where everything is known and
loved because it is known? ‘Last night
1 dreamt I went to Manderley again.”
‘Reader, Imarried him.'

Decadeslaterinthe lobbyof the Brit-
ish Library in London I saw benches
and chairs fully occupied and readers
stretched out on the floor with books,
laptops, notebooks and computers.
An air of calm and unmitigated peace
reigned as people drifted in from
the buzz and cacophony of the out-
doors. It was a déja vu moment of
having returned to familiar environs
anda throwbackto Sister Dorothyand
herlibrary.

LETTERS TOTHE EDITOR
Dismantle KPSC to save merit, credibility of civil services

The recurring recruitment scams, cash-for-jobs allega-
tions, and question paper leaks within the Karnataka
Public Service Commission (KPSC) have shattered the
hopes of millions of hard-working youth across India.
When administrative posts are sold to the highest bidder
instead of earned through merit, it directly cripples the
nation’s public governance and administrative integrity.

Under Article 317 of the C

members can be removed for misbehaviour, yet political
patronage often delays accountability. To restore trust in
India’s civil services, Karnataka must disband the com-
promised commission, invoke strict penal laws against
corrupt officials, and outsource examinations to an
independent tech-driven body supervised by the UPSC
framework. Merit, not money, must drive public service.

HK, Raichur

Ballots nobetter

The LN.D.LA. bloc’s suggestion to
revert to ballot papers from EVMs s
not a feasible solution, as it requires
extensive manual work to finish the
electoral processes. If the concern is
that EVMs could be rigged, simi-

lar questions of security must be
addressed for the ballot paper system
aswell. The central focus here should
beto strengthen democratic institu-
tions, improve the overall security
systems, and bring in accountability.
Malpractice should be penalised and
power must be held accountable;
merely changing the methods of
voting will not rescue democracy.
Neha Achu Thomas, Bengalury

Look for alternatives

Apropos your editorial ‘An essential
exemption for teachers’ (Oct1), it
isa good idea to leave teachers to
focus on their core competency and
nurture the academic excellence of
their students. However, it would
be prudent to think of alternative
manpower resources for election
work, surveys, census and so on.
Deploying people from surplus
manpower from the government
and public sector undertakings for
this purpose appears to be feasible.
‘The government must dwell on this
subject further and devise concrete
proactive measures.

HVKBhatta, Bengaluru

Shun firecrackers

Itis distressing that the Supreme
Court has refused to impose a ban on
firecrackers. The bursting of crack-
ersis detrimental to public good.
Every year, they cause inmense
noise and air pollution— a signifi-
cant source of distress for people,
especially the elderly, patients and
students. The distress is not limited
to humans alone; stray animals too
suffer greatly.

Toshani Saha, Bengaluru

of g h, and offer
citizens greater opportunities
for growth. Consequently,
these cities receive greater at-
tention fromgovernmentsand
investorsforimprovedliveabil-
ity and ease of doing business.
Of India’s 5,000-plus towns
and cities, 46 had populations
exceeding one million as per
Census 2011; this number is
expected torise by about 50%
after Census 2027.

Unlike other leading states
such as Maharashtra, which
has 10 Mn+ cities, Gujarat 4,
and Tamil Nadu 3, Karnataka
has only one: Bengaluru, One
in every five people in Karna-
taka lives in Bengaluru. The
city accounts for around 40%
of the GSDP, 99.5% of its soft-
ware exports and 91% of its air
passenger traffic. Bengaluru
Urban's per-capita income of
Rs 8.56 lakh was more than
double the state average of Rs
3.86 lakh in 2024-25. These
figures reveal Karnataka’s ex-
cesslve dependv.ncn onasingle

with new-age opportunities.
With a projected population
of nearly 1.3 million, Hubbal-
li-Dharwad already possesses
many attributes of a metro-
politan region: premier edu-
cational institutions, skilled
human resources, a strong
entrepreneurial and manu-
facturing base, an emerging
IT ecosystem, and excellent
road, rail,airand port connec-
tivity. Mysuru combines high
liveability with a rich legacy of
education, culture, tourism,
services,and IT.

Mangaluru, Belagavi, and
Kalaburagi have considerable
potential toemergeascompet-
itive metropolitan areas with
appropriate policy support
andinvestment. Anothersetof
cities can emerge as regional
growth centres either on their
own or can be integrated into
larger City Economic Regions
(CERs) around these metro-
politan centres.

nom;
Thxs not only phces enor-

governance
Econumlc promotion must

mous on Bengal-

rnataka

y a fun-
| overhaul of urban

mﬂ:ensksufconcemraungas
sets, talent, investment, andin-

governance. Articles 243P(c)
and 243ZE of the Constitution
provide the k for

Thehigh-powered

tee on regional xmba.l;mccs

chaired by DM
in 2002, and the

and esmbhshmg metropolitan
planmn Karna-

chaired by M Govinda Rao
in 2026, highlighted the per-
sistence of uneven develop-
mentand the need to develop
strong alternative urban cen-
tres as anchors of socio-eco-
nomicdevelopment. The NITT
Aayog Vice-Chairman'srecent
suggestion to consider build-
ingasecond Bengalurutoease
pressureon the capital further
underlines the unsustainabili-
ty of excessive dependence on
onecity.

The divergent approaches
towards two of Karnataka's
largest urban centres after
Bengaluru - Hubballi-Dhar-
wad and Mysuru - clearly
manifest this policy vacuum.
Both are poised to emerge as
million-pluscities after the on-
going Census. Yet, while the

mbeadaplcdmemendlhemct«
ropolitan governance archi-
tecture to Hubballi-Dharwad,
Mysuru,andotherlargercities.

The NITI Aayog's 2026
framework for million-plus
cities provides further impe-
tus forempowered and partic-
ipatory urban local self-gov-
ernments. Regular municipal
elections every five years and
directly elected mayors with a
fixed five-year tenure should
be implemented. The state
government’s overriding
powers must give way to clear
accountability of the elected
city leadership that should
have effective control over
the city budget, finances, staff,
and administration. These re-
forms would bring our large
citiescloser to the governance

eofleading metro-

Hubballi-Dharwad Municipal
Corporation, it is simultane-
ously ing Mysuru City

politan cities across the globe.
Thestate government hasa

Corporation into Greater My-
suru City Corporation.

These contrasting ap-
proaches point to the absence
ofaconsistent policy. Splitiing

plemetropolitan cities beyond
Bengaluru thatcandrive equi-
table economic growth, im-
prove liveability, and address
persistentregional disparities.
Anoliticalr ey

HDMC could be a self-defe
ing exercise precisely when
the twin cmes are approach-

Our readers are welcome to email letters to:
's@deccanherald.co.in (only letters

ingmetr le. Itcould
also have wider implications
for the

emailed - not —will b ted) regional
Allletters must carry the sender’s postal imbalance between nonh and
address and phone number. south Kar k d e

from Bengaluru-centricdevel-
opment to state-wide urban
growthislongoverdue.

(Thewriter is Senior
Advisorat Janaagraha Centre
Jfor Citizenshipand
Democracy)
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Man is not
created in vain

...there is a purpose in creation

Man is not created in vain; there is a definite purpose in cre-
ation. The purpose is elaborately explained in Haly Verses,
wherein Allah (SwT) asks a seanhlng question:

“Do you think We created you in vain, and that to Us you will

not be returned”? (23:115)

The Holy Verse is meant to impart a feeling that the time
the man inhibits in the mortal world is very short compared
to the long time period in the hereafter, as is expounded in
what precedes in the three Ayahs.

“They will be asked, How many years did you remain on
earth. They will say, we remained for a day or a part of the
day. They will be told, you remained only for a little while, if’

you only knew"(..a 112,113,114)

Onb “Do you

howmuch time did

youspenton earth” they will reply, we have spentaday thereor

evena partoftheday” it implies that their level of

xl‘lllh
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An inescapable imperative

Blue Ocean Business Strategy is the way forward for Kashmiri start ups

Competition

Dr.Saad Parvez
saadparvez@nitsti.ac.in

can change the proposition from:
“Isell fruit.” to: ‘Ipmvldeapleas

admit when a product is unsuit-
able. avoid aggresswe selling;

ant, trustworthy and
Sfruit-buying experience.” That is
the beginni bl think-

where
posslble, make exchanges simple;

ing. The fruit seller can become a
brand. The conventional approach
is: Buy — display — sell — collect
money. The blue-ocean entrepre-
neur thinks differently. He might
create: “Fresh Fruit for Busy
People” Instead of simply selling
whole fruit, he provides office
fruit boxes; family packs; peeled,
washed and cut fruit; breakfast

In i the ques-
tion asked is: “How can I do
what my competitors are doing,
butalittle better?” A much more
powerful question is: “Can I do

and sense of timing would have gone such a change that they
will feel at a loss to furnish the right answer. It is only then they
will be told that, “the time that you have spent there indeed is
very short compared to the life that you have to live here.” It is
taken to imply that if only it would dawn that the life to be lived
in hereaffer is long, the man might strive to improve his lot in
the mortal world, in order to find eomfort in hereatter.

We: may now dwell in what the Ayah (23:115) implies. It xmphes

for our deeds, as creation isa pur
Man is not created in vain; he has to fulfil the deed ordained.

Someone who
truly cared

Hands that heal and the legacy of
SKIMS Plastic Surgery Department

Gratitude

AhsanUlHaq
ahsanulhag045@gmail.com

Before this piece, there was
pain. Before the words, there
were wounds. This tribute
exists because of the extraor-
dinary care I received at the
Department of Plastic and
Reconstructive Surgery,
SKIMS, Soura — without
whose intervention, neither
my hands nor my spirit
would have found their way
back to the page.

Among those I carry clos-
est in memory: Dr Inam, Dr
Adil Bashir, Dr Adil Hafiz,
Dr Umar, Dr. Mohsin, Dr
Tarig— and the many others,
including the devoted para-
medical staff, whose quiet
dedication was equally
invaluable, They do not just
wear white coats; they carry

operation theatre, this young
doctor always went above
and beyond. During his night
duties, he would hardly ever
stop for a nap. Even sleep
seemed terrified of him.

Dr Umar would visit me
often, not just as a physician
checking a patient, but as
someone who truly cared. In
him I found something rare-
-a doctor, a brother, a friend,
and a teacher, all at once. He
understood that beyond sur-
gical procedures, patients
need love, sympathy, and a
sense of belonging. His top-
most quality as a physician
is his humility and his deep
love for his patients.

Asa teacher, lus rigour
— but

the profound r ity of
restoring hope. I thank them
for stitching hope, along with
my wounds, back into my
soul when [ needed it most.
While a coat over the
shoulder technically signi-
fies a medical professional,
it truly symbolises peace,
sympathy, service, and
humanity. A doctor is not
just a physical presence;
they are a beacon of hope
to the patient. In medical
science, it may be a career,
but in medical humani-
ties, it symbolises love and
warmth. Even a small, kind
gesture or a conversation
with a doctor can heal a
patient in ways prescribed
medicines sometimes fail to.
Dr. Umar Farooq, a pro-
fessor in the Department of
Plastic and Reconstructive
Surgery at SKIMS, standsina
league of his own. Beneath his
white apron lies a rare com-
bination of immense exper-
tise, warmth and love for his
patients that never wavers.
His unwavering dedication
to his work is not just pro-
fessional; it is deeply human
(which every doctor must pos-
sess) and is unforgettable.
More than a decade ago,
one fine day, this young and
energetic doctor arrived in
Ward 6 of SKIMS. With a
gentle smile, his white coat
reflected his deep dedication
to his patients, Despite being
youngand early in his career,
he was always on his toes to
serve the ward. As the days
passed, 1 began to observe
how he treated patients.
From morning rounds to
dressing patients and to the

000
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may seem d
it is simply the reflection ofa
person who knows that med-
icine tolerates no half-mea-
sures. [remember one morn-
ing when he led rounds. A
patient’s head bandage did
not satisfy him. He called
all the young/junior doctors
around the bed and asked
them to demonstrate the
technique, as head bandag-
ing requires extra expertise
and art. Though they tried
their best, Dr Umar then
personally demonstrated
and taught them the proper
way to dress a head wound.

Another brief episode viv-
idly surfaces in my psyche.
A toddler was crying and
refusing to let the nursing
staff insert an intravenous
(V) line. They eventu-
ally called Dr Umar. As
he approached, the child
jumped on the bed and cried
intensely. Instead of escalat-
ing the situation, Dr Umar
approached the child and,
without wasting a moment,
held his arm. As the nurse
prepared the injection, he
quickly and skilfully found
the vein and completed the
task. As he left, he smiled at
the child with warmth that
melted away all fear and
pain. The entire ward felt
fragrant with the sweetness
of his compassion.

His dedication, empathy,
and ability to provide com-
fort, healing, and reassur-
ance have always made him
a star in the hospital.

Author is an Asst. Prof. English

in the Department of Higher
Education, &K

different enough that
customers begin to see my busi-
ness in a completely new way?”
This captures the central spirit
of Blue Ocean Strategy. The term
Blue Ocean Strategy was devel-
oped by professors W. Chan Kim
and Renée Mauborgne. In their
framework, a “red ocean” repre-
sents an existing, crowded mar-
ketplace where businesses fight
over established customers and
compete on familiar factors such
as price, quality, location, adver-
tising and distribution. A “blue
ocean,” by contrast, is a new
market space created by redefin-
ing the value proposition offered
to customers and generating new
demand. The central principle
is value innovation: pursuing
differentiation and lower cost
simultaneously rather than treat-
ing them as mutually exclusive
choices. This idea is particularly
valuable for startups, small busi-
nesses, retailers, manufacturers,
designers, service providers and
entrepreneurs, because a small
business often cannot outspend
a large competitor. But it may be
able to outthink, out-design, out-
serve or out-imagine one,

What Is a Blue Ocean?

Imagine a street with twenty
fruit sellers. Every seller has
roughly the same apples, orang-
es, bananas and grapes. Every
seller watches the others and
tries to charge 2 5 less. One puts
up a bigger sign, another shouts
louder, a third gives an occasional
discount. This is a red ocean. Now
imagine that after reading this
article and understanding the con-
cept, an intelligent and creative
fruit seller changes the experi-
ence. He keeps the fruit excep-
tionally clean and attractively
arranged. He sorts fruit according
toripeness and offers customers a
small tasting piece. He remembers
regular customers’ preferences.
He smiles, greets people warmly
and says something pleasant
even when the customer is in a
bad mood. He offers a convenient
small fruit box for office workers
and a ready-to-eat fruit pack for
elderly customers. He accepts digi-
tal payments and delivers within
a short radius. None of these
ideas, by itself, is

ions; fruit
baskets; subscription deliveries;
children’s healtt 'k boxes;

regular
L\‘eat difficult customers calmly;
thank customers even when
they buy something inexpensive.
This may sound like basic good
manners. Yet in markets where
customers frequently encounter
indifference, pressure selling
or poor after-sales service, trust
itself can become part of the prod-
wuct. The shop is no longer merely
selling shoes, clothes, electronics
nr gruwnes 1t is selling: product

fruit baskets for hospitals or
workplaces. Now the business is
1o longer competing solely with
other fruit sellers. It is competing
with breakfast snacks, packaged
foods, convenience stores and
unhealthy impulse purchases.
This is an important principle of
Blue Ocean.

The important point, how-
ever, is that courtesy alone does
not automatically constitute a
Blue Ocean Strategy. A smile,
polite words, or good behaviour
becomes strategically significant
when you deliberately incorpo-
rate it into a customer-value
proposition that distinguishes
the business and creates or
attracts demand. Blue Ocean is a
mindset before it is a Technique.
Many entrepreneurs begin with
the question: “Who are my com-
petitors?” Blue-ocean thinking
begins with another question:
“Why should the customer have
to choose between the alterna-
tives that already exist?” This
changes the entrepreneur’s
thinking. Instead of asking:
How can 1 sell cheaper? How
can [ advertise more? How can
1 copy the successful competi-
tor? How can I get a larger shop?
How can I offer the same product
with a slightly different colour?
The entrepreneur asks: What
frustrates customers? What do
customers tolerate because they
have no alternative? Which cus-
tomers are currently ignored?
What can I eliminate? What can
1 simplify? What can I improve?
What can I introduce that cus-
tomers did not previously
expect? Can I make the product
easier, faster, safer, more enjoy-
able or more trustworthy? This is
where innovation begins.

Blue Ocean thinking is some-
times associated with spectacular
inventions, but innovation does
not necessarily require a laborato-
ry. It can begin with fuman behav-
iowr. Consider the ordinary retail-
er. Thousands of shops sell simi-
lar products. Their prices may be
almost identical. Their suppliers
may even be identical. One retail-
er, however, establishes a differ-
ent philosophy: “Every customer
who enters my shop should leave
feeling respected.” The retailer
trains himself and his employees
to: t listen care-

breakthrough. But together they

gree
fully; explain products honestly;

+ trust + respect
+ expenence That combination
can create differentiation without
requiring enormous capital.
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Kashmir’s business,
entrepreneurship, and
startup ecosystem
have reached a critical
juncture where Blue
Ocean Strategy is fast
becoming a necessity
rather than a choice.

For a designer adopting a
Blue Ocean Strategy, the idea is
not just to make a better prod-
uct but to redefine the product.
For designers and manufactur-
ers, Blue Ocean Strategy can be
even more powerful. A common
mistake is to add features simply
because competitors have added
them. If Company A has ten fea-
tures, Company B introduces
twelve. Company C introduces
fifteen. Soon the customer is
overwhelmed, production costs
rise, and nobody has fundamen-
tally changed the market. Blue-
ocean design asks a different
question: Which features actually
matter to customers, and which
exist only because the indus-
try has always offered them? A
designer might eliminate unnec-
essary complexity: make a prod-
uct easier to operate; reduce the
number of cumponenw improve
portability; make

people intimidated by conven-
tional gyms, or families wanting
to exercise together may discov-
er an entirely different demand.
The innovation is not necessarily
the exercise itself. It is who the
business is designed for and how
the experience is delivered.

A restaurant can stop think-
ing: “We are another restaurant.”
Tt might instead become: “We pro-
vide healthy five-minute meals
for office workers.” A bookstore
might become: “A quiet commu-
nity learning space with books.”
A clothing store might become:
“A personal styling service for
people who hate shopping.” A
mechanic might become: “A
transparent car-maintenance
service where every repair is pho-
tographed and explained before
work begins.” The underlying
product remains recognisable.
The value proposition changes.

Honesty, trust, and sincerity
have to be a part of blue ocean
strategy and used as competitive
differentiators. This is another
form of innovation that modern
businesses sometimes underes-
timate. Advertising frequently
tells customers: “Weare the best.”
Blue-ocean marketing can some-
times begin with something much
more credible: “Here is what our
product does well—and here
is where it may not be suitable
for you,” Imagine an electronics
retailer telling a customer: “You
don’t need the expensive model.
The cheaper one will do every-
thing you need.” The retailer
has potentially sacrificed a little
immediate revenue to create
something much more valu-
able: credibility. The next time
that customer needs a product,
whom are they likely to remem-
ber? The seller who tried to maxi-
mize today’s transaction—or the
seller who helped them make
a sensible decision? Trust can
therefore become a long-term
business asset. But once again,
sincerity should not be treated
merely as a slogan. It has to be
embedded in business processes:
transparent pricing; honest prod-
uct descriptions: clear warran-
ties; straightforward refunds; no
hidden charges; realistic promis-
of mistakes;

easier; combine two products;
design for an ignored customer
group: make a premium product
affordable; or make an ordinary
product remarkably beautiful.
The objective is not innovation
for its own sake. It is useful inno-
vation. The Blue Ocean frame-
work calls this value i

g,enuine after-sales support. In
this way, honesty becomes opera-
tional innovation rather than
advertising language.

Kashmir's business, entrepre-
neurship, and startup ecosystem
has reached a critical juncture
whele Blue Ocean Sualegy is

raising buyer value while simul-

fast
Lhan a chmce The had_monal
d O

taneously seeking cost
es through eliminating or reduc-
ing factors on which an industry
traditionally competes.

A gym that caters exclusively
to experienced fitness enthusi-
asts may compete with hundreds
of gyms. A business that designs
exercise programs specifically
for elderly people, office workers,
women returning to exercise,

for the same customers lhrough
price, imitation, and conven-
tional methods—must give way
to innovation, differentiation,
and the creation of new markets.

Saad Parvez, Director, Greenovator
Incubation Foundation PI-iTBI-
DST Project, National Institute Of
Technology Srinagar

When the narrative runs ahead of reality

A political narrative is like a horse that a rider can mount but cannot completely control

Politics

Sheikh Younis Amin
sheikhyounis123@gmail.com

When the Narrative Runs Ahead of
Reality Jammu and Kashmir is not
an ordinary political geography.
Its location, its history, its wars
and the circumstances in which
its politics evolved have made it
one of the most politically sensi-
tive regions of India. Ifs political
journey, too, has been unlike that
of most other parts of the country.

From the politics of acces-
sion and the early constitutional
debates to the later movements
for greater autonomy, self-rule
and other political formulations,
and eventually the politics sur-
rounding Article 370 and the
present demand for restora-
tion of statehood, Jammu and
Kashmir has travelled through
several political phases. Yet one
uncomfortable question contin-
ues to remain: what has each
phase ultimately delivered to the
ordinary citizen?

There is a pattern worth
examining.

Political movements rise
with enormous expectations,
Streets become crowded, slogans
become louder and political nar-
ratives acquire a life of their
own. But when the dust settles,

soee (M K¢ eoe
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the common man is often left
asking what actually changed
in his life.

And yet, elections bring the
narratives back.

Political parties know that
elections are not fought merely on
government schemes, statistics
or administrative performance.
They arealso fought on emotions,
aspirations and perceptions.
In Jammu and Kashmir, this
becomes even more pronounced
because the political question is
deeply connected with the sense
of identity and regional aspira-
tions of the people.

This does not mean that
people are foolish enough to
believe every political promise.
Nor does it mean that every aspi-
ration emerging from Kashmir
should be viewed with suspicion.

The aspirations of the people
of Jammu and Kashmir are real.
‘Wanting greater political repre-
sentation, protection of local inter-
ests, employment opportunities,
land rights or restoration of con-
stitutional arr is not,

‘mate aspirations into promises
that they either cannot fulfil or
have little control aver fulfilling.

This is where narrative-build-
ing becomes dangerous—not
because narratives are inher-
ently wrong, but because once
created, they acquire a momen-
tum of their own.
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Political parties know

that elections are

not fought merely

on government

schemes, statistics

oradministrative

performance. They are

also fought on emotions,

aspirations and

perceptions.

The recent electoral politics

of Jammu and Kashmir offered
a familiar example. Polmcal

by itself. an act of disloyalty to the
nation. India’s Constitution has
accommodated different arrange-
ments for different parts of the
country. Regional aspirations can
therefore exist within the consti-
tutional framework of India.

The problem begins when
political parties convert legiti-

eosesd

parti ught te them-
selves as the strongest voice
against New Delhi. The langnage
became progressively sharper:
rights had to be restored, powers
had to be reclaimed and the
Centre had to be confronted.

The political message was
simple: we are the people who
can stand up to Delhi.

(1 1

But politics has an inconve-
nient habit. The rhetoric of an elec-
tion campaign eventually meets
the arithmetic of governance, A
political narrative is like a horse
that a rider can mount but cannot
completely control. Before getting
on, the rider may decide where he
wants to go. Once the horse begins
to run, however, the rider has to
respond to its movement, its speed
and the terrain ahead.

That is the problem with
political narratives. They may
win applause in the moment, but
they also create expectations.
And expectations, once created,
cannot simply be wished away
after the election. This is perhaps
where Jammu and Kashmir’s pol-
itics needs a fundamental change.

The objective should not be to
permanently create a political
confrontation between Srinagar
and New Delhi. The objective
should be to build trust between
the people of Jammu and Kash-
mir and the rest of the coun-
try, and equally, trust between
Jammu and Kashmir and the
Union Government.

The political leadership of
Jammu and Kashmir needs to
communicate something very
clearly: political disagreement
with the Union Government is a
democratic right, but disagree-
ment does not have to become con-
frontation with the Indian Union.
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Review

Wani Nazir
nzrwani@gmail.com

There are questions that come to
mind and then vanish. There are
also questions that remain tucked
away, like a stone in the mouth,
weighing heavily each time we
attempt to speak around it.

Why I Am Not an Absurdist: A
Journey Beyond Meaninglessness
is a journey of the second kind. It
is not a book written because its
author has found an answer. It is
written because the question of
meaning refuses to go away.

Maroof Shah does not enter this
territory as an external historian
standing outside the question, but
already inside it. In his view, mean-
inglessness isn't just something
which can be set beside something
else for examination. It is an attitude,
away of being present in what is hap-
pening. [f meaning is to be recovered,
it cannot be merely recovered as one
more conclusion. The act of seeing
requires a transformation.

Shah initiates with a definition,
Absurdism can be described as “any
philosophical position that finds no
(absolute) meaning in life.” It is also
described as the position in which
humanity’s longing for “goodness,
perfection, lasting peace, love, etc.”
is ultimately an illusion.

Surprisingly, this position does
not compel Shah to turn away from
the darkness that suggests itself.
He goes in. Willing to stand beside
the silence, he asks whether the
silence belongs to the universe or
tous.

‘What if reality has not lost its
meaning? Could it be that we have
become unable to see what mean-

ing looks like?

In opposition to this impover-
ishment, Shah reconsiders the
issue of meaning itself. “What is
the meaning of life?” He refers to
itas one of “the most pertinent and
challenging question man has ever
asked and continues to ask.” and
which man continues to solicit.

People are still asking it even
after philosophies tell them the
question does not have an answer.
The craving dominates the con-
flict. In the wake of demystifying
metaphysics, longing continues.

Albert Camus enters Shah's
book at the threshold. Camus's phi-
losophy may insist upon metaphys-
ical silence, yet beauty continually
interrupts his writing.

Shabh is certainly aware of these
interruptions. There is an ‘open-
ing to transcendence’ in Camus’s
reflections on art and beauty.

The most interesting point of
contact between them may be this
one. Shah’s disagreement with
absurdism is logical, certainly.
1t is participatory. He questions
whether the things Camus holds
dear, like beauty, love, creation,
etc., can exist in a universe per-
ceived to be indifferent to them.
Shah does not have to claim Camus
was really religious.

For Shah, beauty is not an
adornment put on after philoso-
phy is done with reality. Beauty
is one way that an aspect of the
real comes. He writes, “Aesthetic
experience and mystic experience
are not very different when we pen-
etrate deeper into the phenomenol-
ogy of experience.”

However, Shah is conversant
with the hazards of transforming
beauty into a shortcut to metaphys-
ics. He states that the “aesthetic
turn as a substitute for metaphys-
ics cannot go very far.”

Beauty can't be brought in as
testimony. It must initially be
allowed to remain beautiful. The
experience takes place before the
proposition. One must encoun-
ter the flower before the flower
becomes an argument.

Shah consistently revisits this
phenomenon, which he refers to
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as intellectual intuition. This is a
method of knowing that does not
reduce the world to concepts.

This alters the philosophi-
cal issue. Maybe meaning is not
produced. It may be possible to
encounter the sacred without
expanding the sense of self. It
might need to lessen.

Shah discusses how we should
“empty ourselves of the little false
divinity” and that we are at the
centre of the world.

Nihilism cannot be overcome by
superimposing any other ideology

that has been declared devoid of
meaning, they continue to search
for beauty.

At times, Shah jumps this gap
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quickly from intuition of transeen- Maroof Shah
denee to conclusion of transcendence. does not enter
Had the argument included in-depth this territory
philosophical accounts of desire, pro- pe iy |
jection, and existential construction, a5 an exteing
it would have been stronger. historian

The insight g outside
survives, even where the meta- the question, but
physical inference remains con- already insideit.

testable.

We are changed by beauty. It
hampers service. It urges us to
observe without owning. For a
brief moment, the ego becomes less
important.

Aesthetic and mystical experi-
ence may meet not because both
make proof about God, but because
both may alter the structure of
attention.

The sacred does not require
us to leave the world. 1t invites
us back to its fold. A flower will
always be a flower. The face con-
tinues to be one. The second passes
still. Nothing externally has neces-
sarily changed. And yet the aware-
ness examining has transformed.

Awe permits us “to sense the
ultimate in the common and the
simple.”

This is also where Wittgenstein
naturally enters. We can arrive
at this interpretation through the
turning away from one language to
another. What cannot be said can
at least be shown.

According to Shah, “Prayer and
praise for life are keys to counter-
ingnihilism.” This is all so delight-

on it. A profound healing i
shift in one’s identity. The centre of
gravity shifts. The self that needs to
measure all things eventually real-
izes it is all lacking. The self that
learns to receive can discover that
even the ordinary has no final edge.
Shah disagrees with absurdism,
suggesting that our beings encour-
age us to listen and respond to our
environment. Even in a secular
world, people still make art. They
keep writing after the disaster.
They persist in their singing
regardless of loss. Even in a world

fully

Praising life is a deliberate
choice to reject existence being
thrown away. When we do not
attend to something, we allow the
world to become so familiar that it
disappears.

‘The essence of love is finding
value in the other, which cannot be
exhausted by usefulness. To expe-
rience beauty, one might feel that
the world is bigger than anything
we can say about it.

Shah’s work is marked by ten-
sions, and they should remain vis-
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ible. His perennialist framework
sometimes brings traditions into a
harmony that is smoother than their
historical and doctrinal differences
allow. Buddhism, Advaita, Islamic
mysticism, Christian mysticism,
Jewish theology, and Wittgenstein do
not have to come to one point merely
because they can be put under the
wide roof of transcendence.

In his interpretation of Camus.
he at times goes too far in his cate-
gorizing, especially when he treats
Camus’ ethics of solidarity as
requiring a metaphysical ground
that, quite simply, Camus refuses.

But these tensions do not detract
from the book’s main achievement.
Shah's writing invites a change in
the question rather than a rebuttal
of absurdism.

We must analyze the universe
and also the way we analyze it. The
mystic may embrace nature, but the
nihilist has disdain. They may stand
before the same death, silence, and
an inexplicable beauty as we do.

This is the reason Shah's book
comes to Heschel's image of exis-
tence, which is quite a work of art.
The metaphor is of the weaving
together of various strands of the
argument: a life does not become
meaningful just because it has
come with an explained delivery.
We can create meaning through
attention. love, courage, wonder,
and gratitude.

The absurd claims: the world
does not respond.

Perhaps we have mistaken
silence for absence, replied Shah.

The world may have been speak-
ing inanother grammar? Not proof
grammar. However, the grammar
of beauty. Of focus. Concerning
affection. Froma sudden light that
rests ona common thing.

It may be the case that we ele-
vate above all when we stop forcing
the world to give an explanation.
Instead, once it has ceased to be
empty, we start to see its beauty.

Wanj Nazir, Senior Lecturer in English
inthe Department of Education, J&K.
He has authored two books, And the
Silence Whispered and The Chill in the
Bones,

A 700-year-old prayer

A review of Late Abdul Rauf Fazili’s English translation of Zwrad-e-Fath

Supplication

RafeeqMasoodi, IBS (Retd.)

rafeeqmasoodisi@gmail.com

Some books are not just books. They
are the breath of a nation. Awrad-
e-Fathiyya is one such book which
was put into English by Late Abdul
Rauf Fazli, also known as Ibn e
Qadeer, of Bandipora who passed
away this summer.

This book was presented to me
by its author almost two decades
ago, on 2nd October 2006.

Fazili Sb. belonged to a distin-
guished lineage of scholars and his-
torians. He was a direct descendant
of the celebrated Kashmiri histori-
an Maulvi Hassan Shah (Hassan
Khuibami), whose monumental
Tarikh-i-Hassan remains one of
the most important chronicles of
Kashmir's history.

He was the son of Abdul Qadeer
Fazili who believed that education
was not confined to books, it was
a way of living, and the brother
of Prof. Manzoor Fazili, a noted
political scientist and author
of many books, Mr. Mansoor
Fazili, a scientist, and Mr. Muzaf-
far Fazili, a broadcaster. What a
remarkable family of learning and
scholarship. May Allah be pleased
with them all and bless them with
His mercy. Aameen.

For the last seven hundred years,
there has not been a single morn-
ing in Kashmir, Ladakh and Central
Asia when this prayer has not been
recited. After the Fajar Azan, from
the Khangah-e- Moula in Srinagar to
the smallest village mosque in Kup-
wara, Anantnag, Leh or elsewhere
in Kashmir wakes up with one
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Ibn Qadeer sought to
make the recitations
accessible to English-
speaking readers,
particularly the younger,
English-medium
generation, so they could
understand the words
they hear loudly every
morning in mosques.

voice - Marhaba-bi-Sabahi Jadid,
Welcome to the new morning.

This is the compilation of
Quranic verses and Prophetic
supplications gifted to Kashmiris
by the great Iranian Saint, Amir-
e-Kabeer Mir Syed Ali Hamdani
(RA) (1314-1384 AD). who visited
Kashmir in 1372 AD along with hun-
dreds of Syeds. Kashmir was then
ruled by Sultan Shihab-ud-Din,
the fourth Muslim ruler, who had
annexed Punjab, Sindh, Kabul and
little Tibet to his kingdom. It was
Shah-i-Hamdan who made peace
between Shihab-ud-Din and Feroz
Shah Tughlaq of Delhi.

When he visited again during
the reign of Qutub-ud-Din, he
established a school to teach Quran
and Hadith at Quiub-ud-Din Pora,
Srinagar. This schoo! continued
till the Sikhs annexed Kashmir in
1819. Its alumni include Mullah
Mohsin Fani, Mullah Tahir Gani
and Mullah Johar Nath.

Shah-i-Hamdan was a great Sufi
saint, author and reformist. He
wrote in Persian and Arabic. His
famous treatise on political ethics,
Zakhiratul Maluk, remained a
favourite with scholars in pre-
Mughal India. But out of his scores
of books, Kashmiris adopted

Auwrad-e-Fathiyya as their most
sacred daily liturgy — to the extent
that prayers are considered incom-
plete without its recitation. All
sects — Sunnis, Shias, Noor Bakh-
shis — recite it together. Such is
its unifying power. With its regular
recitation, monotheism got imbibed
in the heart of every Kashmiri.

And yet, for seven centuries,
this treasure remained confined
to Arabic. It was translated into
Urdu and Kashmiri in the early
fifties, and a Persian translation
also exists. But no authentic Eng-
lish translation was available. It
is reported that an engineer, Mr.
Ghulam Hassan Khan, attempted it
in the mid-20th century and a phi-
lanthropist printed a few hundred
copies, but it could not be traced.

It was this 700-year-old gap that Tbn
Qadeer (Abdul Rauf Fazili) has filled.

The book in hand:

The book in hand is Awrad-e-
Fathivya — The Opening Recita-
tion, translated into English by Ibn
RQadeer. The copy I have was rever-
entially inscribed and dedicated to
Dr. Rafig Masoodi by Abdul Raul
Fazili (Ibn Qadeer) on 2 October
2006.

The book opens with a foreword
by Syed Noor-ul-Hassan Rufai ,
former Chief Conservator of For-
ests. Rufai Sb. and Ibn Qadeer Sb.
shared a close friendship and spent
many memorable years together as
professional foresters.

Rufai Sahib traces the history
of Kashmir from the troubled 6th
century, when Hun King Mihir-
gula tried to force Buddhists to
adopt Hinduism, to 570 AD, the year
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) was
born in Makkah and Islam began
a new chapter in history. He then
moves to 1015 AD, when Mahmud of
Ghazni failed to conquer Kashmir,
and finally to the arrival of Shah
Mir and Rinchan Shah, a Bud-
dhist prince who embraced Islam
after meeting Syed Abdul Rehman
Bulbul Shah and became Kashmir's
first Muslim ruler, taking the name
Sadr-ud-Din.

Kashmir of Maharaja

Ranjit Singh

A secular minded person who never forced Sikhism on
his subjects

History

Commodore DS Sodhi, NM (Retd.)
sodhidalbir7777@gmail.com

Kashmir was administered by different
rulers of various faiths. The religion,
belief and origin of these rulers had an
obvious and unique impact on the archi-
tecture of Kashmir. As a run up to the
Sikh rule, I have chosen to build up start-
ing from the Mughal rule. 14 Oct 1586
was the darkest chapter in the history
of Kashmir when it witnessed the inva-
sion by Mughals through treachery. The
Mughals were followed by the Afghans in
1753. Whilst inviting the Afghans to take
over the administration of the valley, the
Kashmiri nobles had mistaken them as
civilized and humane emperors of India.
However, on this miscalculation PNK
Bamzai has written “Their (Afghan’s) rule
reduced the valley to the lowest depths of
penury, degradation and slavery.”

Maharaj Ranjit Singh desired to extend
his rule to a larger territory and his dream
was realised to a great extent with the
help of many of his Army commanders
that included Sikh, Muslim, Hindus as
also Europeans. Wafa Begum the wife of
imprisoned ex-Afghan king Shah Shuja had
met Maharaja Ranjit Singh in Lahore and
sought help for his release. In return she
had offered to give Kohinoor diamond to
the Maharaja.

In the year 1812, Ranjit Singh agreed to
help Fateh Khan with 12,000 troops under
Diwan Mokham Chand to invade Kashmir,
NK Sinha in his book “Ranjit Singh” writes
that “Ranjit's chief motive in joining Fateh
Khan was not so much the lure of a heavy
money payment, nor the hope of getting

Kashmir itself by some stratagem as the
desire to acquire local knowledge for future
use. Another motive of Ranjit Singh in par-
ticipating in this expedition was his eager-
ness to get Shah Shuja, the ex king who was
a closed prisoner of Ata Muhammad Khan
in Kashmir”, In the first week of Dec 1812
Sikh forces under Diwan Mokham Chand
in the harsh weather conditions entered
the valley with a handful of soldiers led by
Jod.h Singh Kalsia and Nihal Singh Attari.
initially offered resi
bm finally surrendered and the Sikhs and
Afghans forces occupied the fort Hari
Parbat. The allies got a huge booty, Shah
Shuja was released and taken to Lahore.
Wafa Begum handed over the Kohinoor to
the Maharaja. With this adventure, the Sikh
forces gol acquainted to the terrain sur-
Kashmir, a
sance and had an appreciation uf quahtv
strength and weakness of the Afghan forees.

In the years 1813 and 1814, Maharaja
Ranjit Singh's forces made failed attempts
toannex Kashmir. His forces had to return
from Pir Panjal view harsh weather con-
ditions as well as resistance offered by
Afghan forces in Shopian.

Since the Kashmiri Pandits had become
tired of tolerating the atrocities and forced
conversions, Pandit Birbal Dhar along
with his son Raja Kak somehow reached
Lahore and pleaded with Maharaja to lib-
erate the Kashmiris from Afghans. Maha-
raja Ranjit Singh wanted to consolidate
his power and authority over a larger
extended empire and his interest in Kash-
mir was very obvious. In the year 1819, a
huge army got together in Wazirabad and
it was divided into three contingents (first
under command of Misr Diwan Chand,
Sham Singh Attari, S Hari Singh, Jaggat
Singh Attari, Jawala Singh and Rattan
Singh. Second under Kanwar Kharak
Singh and third under Ranjit Singh him-
self). The Sikh forces under Misr Diwan
Chand as well as Akali Phoola Singh took
position at Sarai Ali Shopian.

(The authoris Former Deputy Assistant Chief of
Headquarters Integrated Staff (IT), Author and
Social Activist.)
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Amit Shah roared at
BJP's mega rally

he four drug-free marches organized by
the BIP, covering Punjab's 117 assembly
constituencies since September 15th.
culminated in a mega rally in Jalandhar
on Wednesday, September 30th. Union
Home Minister Amit Shah specially traveled to
Jalandhar to address the rally. After paying obeisance
at the Siddha Shaktipeeth Shri Devi Talab Temple,
Shah arrived at the rally site in Paragpur. The rally
site, built on 60 acres of land, included a pandal, 45
acres of which were decorated, and four parking lots
were set up on 15 acres. For security reasons, the area
was declared a no-fly zone from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Amit Shah arrived at the rally on time. Punjab
BIP President Kewal Singh Dhillon welcomed
him, saying that this was not just a rally, but an
opportunity to raise his voice for Punjab. Party
workers began arriving at the rally site late at night.
Punjab BJP in-charge Satish Poonia and State BJP
President Kewal Dhillon had been busy preparing
for the rally since the day before. Amit Shah's clarion
call against drug abuse at the Drug Free Rally could
also be idered the b ing of the
for the 2027 Punjab Assembly elections. Addressmg
the rally as part of the Drug Free Campaign, Amit
Shah stated, "Our resolve is to completely eliminate
drug abuse from Punjab before December 31, 2029.
If the people of the state give us one chance, there
will be no drug dealers in the state by December 31,
2029. You have seen the Congress and other parties,
so give the BJP one chance, and we will transform
Punjab." He also stated that he would find solutions
to farmers' problems and provide employment to
the youth. Praising Punjabis, the Home Minister
said that whenever there has been a food shortage in
the country, Punjab's farmers have replenished the
country's food reserves. Furthermore, when it comes
to national security, the youth of Punjab are the first
to sacrifice their lives. Even today, when the slogan
"Jo Bole So Nihal" is raised in the army, the Pakistani
army runs away.

Amit Shah assured the people of the state that just
as the BJP has eradicated Naxalism in the Northeast,
they intend to work with the same determination and
strength in Punjab. Amit Shah appealed to the people
to give the BJP a chance and see that they will fulfill
their promise of making the state prosperous. In our
view, the BJP wants to create a renaissance among
the people by prioritizing drug eradication in its
election campaign this time. Punjab is a border state
bordering enemy Pakistan. Drone infiltration from
Pakistan not only drops consignments of weapons
into the Indian border, but also operates a large drug
smuggling network.

Meanwhile, some misguided and anti-national
elements within the country spread consignments
of weapons and drugs further into the country. If
the BJP has come to its election campaign with
the pledge to eradicate the scourge of drug abuse
from Punjab, it is timely. Punjab is known for
its youth, strength, and prosperity: this should
always remain so. In our view, beyond politics,
whether the central government or the Punjab
government's war against drugs is successful,
it is in the best interest of the state of Punjab
and its youth.

-Abhishek Vij

India seeks new
trade avenues

he current global climate, coupled with the
protracted war between the US and Iran,
has created a supply crisis for India, like
other countries. Furthermore, India has set
a goal of transforming its country from an
import-based economy to an export-based one. To
achieve this, it is crucial that the channels for selling
goods from our country are easy, accessible, cost-
effective, and time-consuming. Since the disruption
of container movement on the main Strait of Hormuz,
Gulf countries have been searching for alternative
routes for trade. Unfortunately, the Houthi rebels
have prevented any such route from operating.

A similar situation has arisen in India-Pakistan
relations. We cannot use Pakistan's airspace; when
we take detours to deliver our products to specific
countries, it not only takes longer but also increases
costs. Recently, when Chinese President Xi Jinping
visited India and held talks with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, one of the proposals was that if India
were granted Chinese airspace for trade, it would
provide an alternative route. This would save both
time and money.

India wants its airlines to explore the possibility
of usjng Chinese airspace over Xinjiang in China.
1f this b ible, it would facilitate travel
to Europe and North America and reduce fuel
consumption. The closure of Pakistani airspace has
currently increased these costs. Extensive discussions
have taken place between India and China to enhance
trade relations. India wants to expand its aviation and
increase connectivity.

Chinese airspace is crucial for this goal. Parts of
Xinjiang airspace fall within the Chinese military's
reserve. However, if this permission is granted
through mutual negotiations, it is estimated that
weekly expenditures for Indian exporters would be
reduced by $1.13 million. India is negotiating with
China to allow the use of the Xinjiang corridor. If
this is achieved, a major program to promote India's
exports could be launched, and Pakistan would also
learn that if it closes its airspace, India has other
options,
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Captain Smit Machchhar: The
Hero Indian Pilot

aptain Smit

Machchhar, an Indian

pilot with flydubai,

has been credited by

Israeli officials with
helping avert a major mid-air
disaster after a violent altercation
erupted in the cockpit of flight
FZ1073.

The Dubai-to-Tel Aviv flight
was diverted to Saudi Arabia after
the captain was allegedly stabbed
by his co-pilot.

The Boeing 737 flight was
carrying more than 170 passengers.
According to Israeli I’nme
Minister B N

the co-pilot attacked Machchhar
and attempted to interfere with the
aircraft's controls. Despite being
injured, Machchhar is reported
to have opened the cockpit door,
allowing a crew member and
passengers to enter and restrain
the other pilot.

his pr ional profile say he has
more than 13 years of commercial
aviation experience and has
accumulated nearly 10,000 hours
of flying experience on Boeing
737 aircraft.

Before joining flydubai,
Machchhar served in several
rolcs at Spicelet, including as a

The aircraft ienced a sharp
loss of altitude duru]g the struggle
before control was restored. It was
subsequently diverted to Tabuk in
northwestern Saudi Arabia, where
it landed safely. All passengers
were reported safe, while both
pilots were taken for med\ca]
trea India's

it g captain and senior
Lomma.nder He joined the airline
n 2011 and moved to flydubai asa
direct-entry captain in 2022.

According to accounts of

his career, Machchhar initially
pursued studies connected to his
tamily's textile business before

Riyadh later said Machchhar was
in stable condition.

Machchhar has been flying
with flydubai since June 2022,
according to his LinkedIn
profile, after spending more than
a decade with Indian low-cost
carrier Spicelet. Reports citing

deciding to enter aviation. He
has spoken in a podcast about
discovering his interest in flying
while attending an aviation-related
seminar during a management
course.

He subsequently underwent
pilot training in New Zealand. In
the podeast, Machchhar recalled

that his training cost around Rs
16-17 lakh and that his mother was
initially worried about his decision
to pursue aviation, while his father
was more accepting of the career
choice.

The incident aboard FZ1073
took place while the aircraft
was travelling from Dubai
International Airport to Ben
Gurion International Airport in
Israel. Flydubai confirmed that an
incident occurred on the flight deck
and that the aircraft was diverted to
Tabuk, where it landed safely. The
airline has said its flights to and
from Israel would be suspended
while the incident is investigated.

Netanyahu also praised
Machchhar and the passengers
and crew members who intervened
during the cockpit struggle.
However, details surrounding the
incident, including the motive
of the other pilot and the precise
sequence of events, remain under
investigation. Flydubal has urged
against speculation before ‘the
inquiry is completed.

The passengers were later
transported to Israel after the
emergency diversion, while
authorities continued investigating
the incident.

Several foreign envoys and
diplomatic missions in India
lauded Captain Smit Machchhar
for his courage that averted a
major tragedy and saved hundreds
of lives midair.

The remarks came amid
growing international recognition

of Captain Machchhar's role
in averting the threat aboard
FlyDubai flight FZ1073.

During the incident, the co-pilot
stabbed Captain Machchhar and
the aircraft began to plummet,
The Indian fought the assailant
bravely and opened the cockpit
door, following which passengers
rushed to assist, entered the
cockpit, and overpowered the
attacker.

Once the attacker was subdued,
the seriously wounded Indian pilot
was stabilised until the aircraft
made an emergency landing in
Saudi Arabia.

Sri Lankan High Commissioner
to India, Mahishini Colonne,
also praised the Indian pxlm for
his “extraordinary courage” and
“presence of mind” in helping save
the lives of passengers and crew.
Meanwhile, the Israeli Embassy in
India also expressed its gratitude
to Captain Machchhar, praising
his bravery and role in saving
several lives, including Isracli
passengers aboard the flight.

The bravery of Captain
Smit Machchhar and others in
a moment of danger reminds
us of the deep bond between
our peoples - built on courage,
solidarity, and a shared belief in
the strength of humanity.

His bravery is a powerful
reminder that the India-Israel
friendship is built not only
between nations, but between
people who stand by one another
when it matters most.
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"You only live once, but if you do it right,
once is enough." Mae West

Why You Need
to Eat Apple and
Tomato

¢ There's no doubt that smoking can cause

serious health related problems and also

up the risk of cancer, but now, according

to a recent study, smokers mi ﬂhl be able

o undo some of the d1mage to their
lungs. A new study revealed that there are certain foods
‘which might actually slow declining lung function both
in smokers and nonsmokers.

According to this recent research, eating three
apples a day slows down the natural aging of the lungs
and repairs damage caused by smoking.

The researchers also found the same life-extending
benefits are achieved by consuming two tomatoes each

y.

Talking about the study. co-author Vanessa Garcia-
Larsen of the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of
Public Health in Baltimore said, "This study shows
that diet might help repair lung damage in people who
have stopped smoking. The findings support the need
for dietary recommendations, especially for people at
risk of developing respiratory diseases such as COPD."

In the study, scientists analysed data from 680
people in Germany, England and Norway who signed
up for a health survey in 2002.

Participants answered a questionnaire and
underwent two types of lung-function tests at the start,
then again 10 years later.

One test measures how much air a person can expel
in a second, the other how much they could inhale in
six seconds. Other factors, such as the participants' age,
height. weight, gender. income and level of physical
activity, were taken into account in analysing any
association between diet and lung health.

The study showed the diet can slow natural aging.
Among former smokers, the diet-lung-function
connection was even more striking. Gareia-Larsen
concluded by saying, "Lung function starts to decline
at around age 30 at variable speed depending on the
general and specific health of individuals. Our study
suggests that eating more fruits on a regular basis can
help attenuate the decline as people age, and might
even help repair damage caused by smoking. Diet
could become one way of combating rising diagnosis
of COPD around the world".

11 is not well with the

MahaYuti in Maharashtra

in the time of drought.

A major political

ontroversy erupted in
Maharashtra following the MahaYuti
government's announcement last
week classifying 265 talukas as
drought-affected.

The list has triggered sharp
resentment among ruling coalition
leaders whose constituencies were
omitted. while the Opposition Maha
Vikas Aghadi (MVA) has accused
the state government of "political
favoritism."

This fresh dispute has surfaced
within four months of the Fadnavis
government announcing the
Punyashlok Ahilyadevi Holkar Farmer
Loan Waiver.

Raising serious questions about
the transparency of the evaluation

P
Maha Drought List Triggers
MahaVYuti Rift

(Shrivardhan), Makarand Jadhav-Patil
(Wai-Mahabaleshwar) and Prakash
Abitkar (Radhanagari).

Other key constituencies
featured in the notification include
Chief Minister Devendra Fadnavis
(Nagpur South-West), Sanjay Shirsat
(Chhatrapati Sambhajinagar), Nitesh
Rane (Kankavli), Akash Fundkar
(Khamgaon), Babasaheb Patil
(Ahmadpur), Indranil Naik (Pusad),
and Meghna Sakore-Bordikar (Jintur).

Conversely, the exclusion of several
talukas represented by prominent
ministers has raised questions about
whether the selection was based solely
on objective parameters or whether
political considerations also played a
role.

Among the excluded areas are
Shinde Sena minister Shambhuraj
Desai’s Patan, Hasan Mushrif’s
Kagal, Radhakrishna Vikhe-Patil’s
Shirdi, Narhari Zirwal’s Dindori,
Yogesh Kadam’s Dapoli and Bharat

metrics, the drought-declared list
includes high-rainfall regions such
as Mahabaleshwar, Radhanagari, and
Shrivardhan.

Out of 358 talukas across 36
districts, only 265 have been included.
The drought list covers talukas
corresponding to the Assembly
constituencies of 28 ministers in the
MahaYuti government.

Notable among them are Deputy
Chief Minister Sunetra Pawar
(Baramati). Revenue Minister
Chandrashekhar Bawankule
(Kamthi), Chhagan Bhujbal (Yeola),
Girish Mahajan (Jamner), Gulabrao
Patil (Jalgaon Rural), Dadaji Bhuse
(Malegaon Outer), Sanjay Rathod
(Digras), Uday Samant (Ratnagiri),
Pankaja Munde (Parli). Dattatray
Bharane (Indapur), Aditi Tatkare

G le’s Mahad.

The ruling coalition is facing
growing pressure from its own cadre
over the exclusion of several talukas
from the list. An audio clip purportedly
featuring Bharatiya Janata Party (BIP)
MP Ashok Chavan has also gone viral
on social media.

In the clip, he is heard advising
disgruntled party workers to
temporarily endure public criticism
after they questioned why their taluka
had been left out of the list.

In yet another instance, BIP MLA
Sumit Wankhede submitted a letter
to the Chief Minister requesting the
inclusion of his Arvi constituency.

After Fadnavis immediately
acceded to the demand, Wankhede
removed his public post containing the
letter from social media.
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s the monsoon
approaches and
the first rains
arrive, cities
cross India begin
preparations to address the
seasonal risks associated
with waterlogging, waste
accumulation, and sdu]ld!l(!l]
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From First Drop to Clean Streets

In Delhi, the campaign took
the message to its streets and
schools. 400 NCC girl cadets led
a 3-km Pinkathon, a walkathon
promoting monsoon hygiene
and sanitation. The campaign
saw significant on-the-ground
action, including handwashing
drives in 255 schools, while

Drains are cleaned, vul
locations are identified, and
measures are undertaken to
maintain cleanliness and public
health. Under the Ministry of
Housing and Urban Affairs-led
Safai Apnao, Bimaari Bhagao
2025 (SABB) campaign, urban
local bodies translated pre-
monsoon preparedness into a
coordinated cleanliness and
public health effort. From 1 July
to 31 July 2025, cities undertook
drain cleaning, waste removal
and hygiene promotion, while
engaging communities through
schools, neighbourhoods and
other public spaces.
At the heart

of
are the *6 Swack

the
|

206 cleaning drives
backlanes and garbage vulnerable
points (GVPs). Another 469
sanitation drives were conducted
in community and public
toilets (CTs and PTs). The
Patna Municipal Corporation
(PMC) introduced “Manhole
Ambulances’ to enhance urban
safety and sanitation through
swift, on-site manhole repairs.
Each ambulance carries
prefabricated manhole covers,
repair tools, and a dedicated
response team for immediate
action, especially during
rains. PMC repurposed old,
unused municipal vehicles into
functional units. Six ambulances,

Mantras™: clean hands, homes,
neighbourhoods, toilets, drains
and public spaces. Together, these
simple practices are becoming
part of a larger city-wide effort
to keep the monsoon safer and
healthier. And across the country,
that effort is taking many different
forms.

one per | zone, are
operational and linked to PMC’s
central control room for real-
time complaint resolution. The
initiative cnables citizen-centric
grievance redressal and ensures
faster responses to manhole-
related complaints.

In Navi Mumbai, a Swachhata
rally was organised with the

participation of over 600
students, parents, teachers, and
citizens. Simultaneously. health
awareness camps were held
across 26 Urban Primary Health
Centres. focusing on malaria
and dengue prevention. Over
two days, 52 health camps were
conducted, reaching more than
22,690 citizens. In Telangana,
the campaign reached nearly
13 lakh households. Around
14,210 km of drains were
desilted, while 4,343 km of
roadside bushes were cleared.
Nearly 2.5 lakh houses were
covered through anti-dengue and
malaria awareness drives. Health

camps also benefited over 8,500
frontline workers. Meanwhile,
140 composting pits were set
up in schools, encouraging
young citizens to turn waste into
manure.

In Chhattisgarh. the story
begins with people themselves.
In Pandariya, Self-Help Group
members received sanitation
training and were introduced to
the Swachhata App. They then
took part in a cleanliness drive.
In Raipur, door-to-door outreach
promoted hand hygiene and
waste segregation, while Garbage
Vulnerable Points (GVPs) were
cleaned and beautified.

As the monsoon approaches,
the Northeast is getting ready
not by waiting for the rains,
but by preparing for them.
Across Arunachal Pradesh,
Nagaland, Assam, Sikkim and
Tripura, the MoHUA-led SABB
campaign is strengthening
monsoon preparedness through
collective cleanliness and disease
prevention.

In Nagaland, Urban local
bodies (ULBs) across six towns
led school awareness activities,
drain cleaning. health camps and
cleanup drives. These efforts
engaged nearly 5.000 people
through 60 cleanliness, 30
rainwater harvesting and 40 post-
monsoon awareness drives. Across
the hills of Sikkim, the campaign
took aim at garbage-prone areas
and the risks of water- and vector-
borne diseases. Students, officials
and Self-Help Groups (SHGs)
came together around source
segregation and better waste
management. Around 4.000 pnoplc
participated in 100

supported by 160 organisations
and NGOs.

In Tripura, ULBs strengthened
waste collection, segregation and
public toilet maintenance. Around
5.000 people participated in 150
cleanliness and 30 rainwater
harvesting drives. alongside
health camps, school rallies and
sanitation initiatives. Across 47
urban notified towns in Arunachal
Pradesh, efforts covered waste
management, water quality and
public toilet maintenance. Water
treatment plants were inspected,
while mass cleanliness drives
targeted garbage-vulnerable points.
These efforts demonstrate how
cleanliness and disease prevention
can be integrated into everyday
community action.

From Backlanes to Clean,
Vibrant Neighbourhood Spaces

A backlane refers to the space
behind houses in a neighbourhood,
generally characterised by limited
pedestrian movement. Such
areas can become vulnerable to
waslc lation and informal

and 100 post- drives,

R ising this, cities

alongside awareness rallies and
PET bottle shredding initiatives.
In Assam, towns focused on
drain cleaning, garbage removal,
SafaiMitra health check-ups and
waste segregation. Around 5,500
people joined 200 cleanliness and
40 rainwater harvesting activities,

across Madhya Pradesh organised
backlane cleaning drives with
active public panicipation. The
initiatives included the removal
of encroachments and cleaning of
drains to facilitate the smooth flow
of rainwater during the monsoon.

(Courtesy: PIB)

Why Exercise Sometimes
Fail in Weight Lose

re you one of those who

exercise daily but are still

unable to lose weight? We

might have an answer to

your question. According to

a recent research, obese people may find

it harder to lose weight because their fat
tissue becomes scarred and inflamed.

The qrudy found that their fat can cease

arteries predisposing people to high blood
pressure, heart disease and strokes.

She noted that further research is
needed to determine how to avoid our
fat tissue becoming unhealthy and how
protect it from inflammation and scarring.
The study was published in the journal
Metabolism.

Obesity has emerged as one of the most

to cope as it insize and b
suﬂm:a(ed hy its own c‘(panm(m
The s 3 d tissue I |

global publlc health challenges
of the 2]=t century. Obesity has reached
ic proportions worldwide. with

from patients, including those with weight
problems who have undergone bariatric
surgery. It was seen that fat in obese
people can suffocate and struggle for
oxygen supply, due in part to the increase
in the fat cells' size.

As cells get bigger they become
distressed and struggle for oxygen, which
triggers inflammation in the fat tissue.

The inflammation spills over from
fat tissue into the bloodstream and is
eventually measurable in the circulation
by a blood test. With fat tissue not being
able to do its most vital job, which is
storing excess calories, the excess energy
can be increasingly diverted from fat
tissue to vital organs.

Study's author, Dr Katarina Kos, found
that fat tissue is also stiffer and more
rigid, and increased levels of scarring can
make it harder to lose weight. She said,
"Scarring of fat tissue may make weight
loss more difficult." Although such people
can appear relatively slim, fat can be
deposited in their abdomen and in their
internal organs, including their liver,
pancreas, muscle and the heart. Fat can
also be stored around and in the arteries
causing arteriosclerosis, a stiffening of

over 1 billion people classified as obese
in 2022, representing 13 % of the global
population. Since 1975, obesity rates
have tripled, and projections indicate
that by 2035, around 1.9 billion adults—
approximately 25 % of the world's
population—will be affected. Looking
turther ahead to 2050, it is estimated that
3.80 billion adults. representing more
than half of the anticipated global adult
population, will be living with overweight
or obesity The increasing burden of
obesity is associated with an alﬂrmmg rise
in non-+ ble diseases, 1
type 2 diat cardiovascul;

o

Gulf Energy Disruption Proves
India Must Diversify Routes

isruption to Gulf

energy infrastructure

poses strategic and

economic risks for

India and highlights
the need for a more diversified and
resilient energy strategy.

The report from India Narrative
called for alternative supply routes,
increase in reserves and renewable
energy.

Alternative ports, pipelines,
storage facilities and maritime
corridors can reduce exposure to
any single choke point. Strategic
petroleum reserves can provide
temporary protection against
sudden disruptions and give
policymakers additional time to
secure alternative supplies.

While renewables and green
fuels cannot immediately replace
hydrocarbons, they act as a long
term hedge that increases resilience
to external shocks.

[ndia remains heavily

dent on the Gulf and the

and multiple cancers, collectively
contributing to over 5 million deaths
annually Obcslty is driven by complex

genetic, bel al,
and socio ic factors,
with rapid urbanization and globalization
accelerating the consumption of high-
calorie diets and sedentary lifestyles.
While historically prevalent in high-
income nations, obesity rates are now
rising most rapidly in low- and middle-
income countries (LMICs), with over
70 % of obese individuals living in
developing nations.

Strait of Hormuz for hydrocarbons,

with about 60 per cent of its crude

oil and LNG imports and nearly

85 per cent of LPG shipments
iting the chokepoi

shocks that can widen the import
bill, strain the current account and
feed domestic inflation.

The impact extends to sectors
beyond oil and gas such as
transportation, aviation, logistics,
petrochemicals, manufacturing
and agriculture, with a prolonged
increase in crude prices causing

Disruption to Gulf LPG supplies
has higher immediate social impact
than fluctuations in some industrial
energy commodities as LPG is
directly connected to household
consumption.

The huge concentration of
energy supplies from the Gulf
makes India vulnerable to supply

d-order effects throughout
the Indian economy.

While Gulf suppliers
historically accounted for nearly
88 per cent of India’s LPG imports,
New Delhi has shown adaptability
by sourcing more from alternative
suppliers, including the United
States, after the West Asian
conflict. India has also diversified

LNG supplies to countries such
as Oman, Nigeria, Trinidad and
Angola, and expanded crude
purchases from Russia to shore up
refinery feedstock.

The report noted that India’s
LNG imports after global
disruption declined much less than
anticipated xug,gccnng the value of
diversified sourcing.

Crude oil presents a distinct
challenge due to India’s huge
refining system requiring large and
continuous supplies.

It noted that India cannot afford
excessive dependence on any
single geographical region, even
if the area provides commercially
viable oil and gas supplies.

How China Ignoring International Law on Intellectual Property Rights

hina is increasingly
promoting its

domestic intellectual

property rights (IPR)

but, at the same

time, sidelining international law
as its own companies infringe on
patent rights of other countries.
Critics have highlighted that
China’s model is less about
aligning with international
standards and more about
consolidating domestic
control. By framing IPR as
a “strategic resource with
Chinese characteristics,” Beijing
signals that global treaties
such as the WTO's TRIPS
agreement (Trade-Related
Aspects of Intellectual Property
Rights) or WIPO conventions
(World Intellectual Property
Organization Conventions) are
secondary to national prioritics.
It highlights that at the 2026

o0 0

Frankfurt Auto Parts Show',
German customs seized 1,274
suspected infringing items,
mostly from Chinese exhibitors.
Booths were sealed and fines
were imposed which exposed
the true colours of Chinese
companies.

Despite China’s claims
of strengthening overseas
IP protection, its companies
continue to face accusations
of counterfeiting and patent
violations abroad. The CCP’s
domestic-first approach means
that while Chinese firms enjoy
protection at home, they remain
vulnerable internationally,
undermining trust among foreign
buyers.

By tightening domestic [P
enforcement while sidestepping
global norms. China creates
a parallel IP ecosystem. This
allows it to shield domestic

f‘rms from forexgn lawsuits
while using IP as leverage in
trade disputes. Such selective
enforcement distorts markets,
enabling Chinese companies to
undercut competitors even when
accused of TP theft.

It underscores that as part

of the backlash against China,
Europe and the United States
are erecting ESG-linked trade
barriers, requiring compliance
not only on IP but also on
carbon footprints, labour rights,
and environmental standards.
This makes China’s “domestic-

epaper.thesaveratimes.in

first” IP model increasingly
incompatible with global supply
chains.

Domestically, it promotes
innovation, protects Chinese
firms, and builds national pride.
Internationally, it sidesteps
global law, enabling continued
disputes over forced technology
transfers and counterfeit goods.
This duality risks isolating
China. Buyers are already
shifting orders to Southeast Asia,
neighbouring countries, and
Taiwan, preferring transparent
compliance over opaque Chinese
practices, Unless Beijing
harmonizes its [P regime with
international law, its ambitious
plan may backfire strengthening
domestic control but eroding
global trust.

The corporate scandal
involving BYD, China’s largest
EV manufacturer, employees

alleged that stainless steel parts
were secretly replaced with
cheaper carbon steel, quality
control departments dissolved,
and auditors pressured to falsify
reports. Such practices, driven
by extreme cost-cutting, raised
serious safety concerns and
eroded trust among European
buyers.

Another example the report
cites is that of Shing Yu, a
publicly listed automotive
lighting company, which forced
newly recruited graduates to
accept half salaries or resign,
prompting them to appeal
directly to European customers
and the EU.

These incidents highlight
systemic flaws in Chinese
corporate governance and labour
protections. further undermining
confidence in China’s TPR
reforms.
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INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN
INDUSTRY. I'T IS A MISSION,

— Ramnath Goenka

IRAQ 23 YEARS LATER:
WARIS OVER,BUT ITS
CONSEQUENCESAREN'T

WENTY-three years after the United States invaded Iraq,
the last American troops have left. Washington calls
it the end of its military mission; Baghdad terms it
another step towards full sovereignty. But history will
certainly be less forgiving, Iraq was invaded on the claim
that Saddam Hussein possessed weapons of mass destruction,
an assertion that proved false, and the war was declared ef-
fectively won long before its consequences had even begun to
unfold. The famous “Mission Accomplished” moment in 2003
captured the Iraq war’s central illusion: military victory could
be confused with political setflement. The invasion toppled
Saddam Hussein, but it also dismantled institutions, deepened
sectarian divisions, fuelled civil conflict and helped create the
conditions in which the Islamic State could emerge. Lakhs
of Iraqis died, more than 4,500 American service members
were Killed and an entire region was thrown into turmoil.

The US left in 2011, only to return three years later when
the Islamic State swept across territory, captured Mosul and
proclaimed its caliphate. No doubt the US-led coalition eventu-
ally destroyed that territorial caliphate. US President Donald
Trump now says there was no reason to turn a temporary
mission into a permanent presence. Yet the distinction
between ending a military mission and ending a multidimen-
sional conflict is vital. The Islamic State has lost its territory,
but extremist networks, sectarian politics, armed militias and
regional rivalries have not disappeared. The larger question
is what fills the space left behind, Baghdad must demonstrate
that its own security institutions can contain both militia
power and the threat of an Islamic State resurgence.
The American withdrawal, therefore, might close one
chapter without guaranteeing a stable next one.

For India, the lesson matters even more. Speaking at the
Asia Society in New York, External Affairs Minister S Jais-
hankar recently stressed that terrorism is one of New Delhi’s
central security concerns. He warned that a partner’s insuf-
ficient understanding of cross-border terrorism can affect
bilateral relations. That is Iraq’s enduring lesson. Terrorism
cannot be defeated merely by taking over a territory, defeating
commanders or changing regimes. Nor can security be out-
sourced indefinitely to foreign armies. The next phase must
focus on capable national institutions, accountable govern-
ments, intelligence cooperation, and a refusal to disti.nguish
between ‘convenient’ and ‘inconvenient’ forms of terrorism.
Americans have gone home, but Iraq’s strategic 1c6

EDITORIAL

@] THE MORNING STANDARD
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PON Xi Jinping's arrival for a
State visit to the United States
on September 23, 2026, US Pres-
ident Donald Trump personal-
ly went to Joint Base Andrews
to receive the Chinese Presi-
dent. The welcome featured a
red carpet and a military ceremony, in-
cluding an ostentatious bomber flypast.
It felt like déja vu, exceptlast time Trump
travelled to Anchorage, Alaska on Au-
gust 15, 2025 to receive Russian President
Vladimir Putin on the tarmac.

Although the US-China summit that
followed in Washington had more spec-
tacle than substance, the modesty of the
deliverables is the story itself. It contin-
ued a pattern from the Busan and Bei-
jing encounters in October 2025 and May
2026, respectively, where Trump framed
the meetings as ‘G2’ moments.

Economist C Fred Bergsten first float-
ed the idea of a US-China condominjum
or G2 in 2005, imagining shared leader-
ship through existing institutions rather
than their abolition. China itself once
promoted the related idea of a ‘new type
of great power relations’, founded on mu-
tual respect for sovereignty and core in-
terests. The present understanding of G2
is less a scheme of institutional co-gov-
ernance than an acknowledgement that
Washington and Beijing possess dispro-
portionate material power, and that deci-
sions between them have consequences
far beyond their bilateral relationship.

Simultaneously, another configuration
exists in the same landscape: a triumvirate,
or troika, rather than a dyad. Moscow
remains materially weaker than either the
US or Chinain economicscale, but it retains
the largest nuclear arsenal on the planet,
enormous military reach and energy
leverage, and a proven capacity to disrupt
the calculations of stronger economies.

Tt forces upon us a profound and un-
settling question: as the world wanders,
shocked and grieving, through the
ruinsof the old order, are we witnessing
the birth pangs of a new, more concen-
trated world order? A G2, a duopoly
of American and Chinese power, or
perhaps a G3, a troika that also accom-
modates a revanchist Russia?

G2's allure lies in its simplicity: the
two largest economies, the two most pow-
erful militaries, and the two most conse-
quential technological ecosystems would
agree on a framework for stability, leav-
ing the rest of the world to adapt. Tt is a
pragmatic, transactional approach that
prioritises managing great-power compe-
tition over the messy, multilateral con-

will endure in West Asia and far beyond for decades.

ELDERLY NEGLECT REQUIRES
BROADER SOCIAL RESPONSE

NDIA is a bundle of contradictions. Nothing illustrates this
better than the suicide of an elderly couple in a village in
Sangareddy district, Telangana, earlier this week. The
88-year-old man and his 85-year-old wife had transferred
their agricultural land among their three sons, only to be left
uncared for. Reports suggest they had been pushed to the point
of starvation. They jumped into a well to end their misery.
Elderly abuse, rarely highlighted, is growing at an alarming
rate, not just in Telangana but even across the country.
Official data presents a gloomy picture, though it is incom-
plete as many such cases go unreported. The HelpAge India
Survey-2024 says seven percent of theelderly faced active ab

ilding of the post-war era.
For Wash‘mgmn this is a form of bur-

" The world is so dreadfully managed,

Ronald

one hardly knows to whom to complain | Firbank

As Washington and Beijing bargain over global power,
Moscow's continuing weight complicates the picture, leaving
middle powers such as India facing an uncertain new order

POWER OF TWO,
SHADOW OF THREE,
AN ORDER IN FLUX

MANISH TEWARI

den-sharing, a way to manage its relative
decline by ceding some regional hegemony
to Beijing in exchange for stability in the
corearenas of global concern. For Beijing,
it is the ultimate recognition of its status
asa peer competitor; validating its century-
long quest for national rejuvenation. Yet,
for all its apparent logic, the G2 is a pro-
foundly destabilising proposition for the
restof the world. It risks creating a system
of hierarchical control where the interests
of all other nations, from the European
continent to India to Brazil, are subsumed
hy the whims and rivalries of the two.

The narrowly expansive alternative
is G3, in which Washington manages
both rivals at once, inverting the logic
Henry Kissinger pioneered in the 1970s,
when the opening to China was
designed to isolate Moscow.

Tts central argument is the ‘paradox of

A

MP, lawyer. former Union IR minister
and author of A World Aduft

SOURAY ROV

dual-containment’: Washington's efforts
to confront China and Russia simultane-
ously can encourage greater Sino-Russian
cooperation, increase American strategic
overstretch, and generate alliance fatigue.
In that formulation, Russia is not neces-
sarily a peer competitor to either Wash-
ington or Beijing; it is the disruptive third
vertex whose actions alter the other two's
calculations. A potential G3 is also a pres-
sure-regulating layer atop three subordi-
nate frameworks in Northeast Asia: US-
Japan-South Korea deterrence,
China-Japan-South Korea cooperation,
and a China-Russia-North Korea axis.
For Moscow, this is a vital path back
to the top tier, a way to transcend its pa-
riah status and reassert its great-power
prerogative, Its ‘no limits’ partnership
with China, as detailed in Global
Affairs, provides the foundational axis

for such a configuration, a shared desire
to counter Western dominance and
reshape the international system.

The Kremlin's willingness to contem-
plate a trilateral meeting at the Asia-Pacif-
ic Economic Cooperation summit in Shen-
zhen in November 2026, and Trump’s
broader interest in dealing personally with
Moscow and Beijing, are bound to raise
questions about whether the old architee-
ture of blocs is giving way to a smaller
geometry of great-power bargaining,

Proponents of this emerging great-
power cooperation argue that it is the
only realistic path to managing an
increasingly fragmented world. They see
itas a return to the 19th-century Concert
of Europe, where great powers managed
their rivalries and spheres of influence
to prevent a general conflagration.

The shadow of a potential G2 or G3
looms large over the global landscape,
casting a pall over the efficiency and im-
portance of multilateral groupings like
BRICS, G20, the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO), G7, the European
Union and the African Union, based on
which middle powers like India, Japan,
Brazil, France and Egypt aim to build a
multipolar world.

By concentrating agenda-setting author-
ity in two or three capitals, such constructs
risk converting the G20 from a premier
forum for global economic governance into
a ratification chamber for pre-cooked
great-power bargains; the G7, already a
Western caucus, becomes either a residual
bloc of anxious allies or a venue for coor-
dinating pressure on the exeluded; and
BRICS and the SCO are pulled in opposite
directions, simultaneously serving as ve-
hicles for alternative multilateralism and
as arenas where China and Russia seek
to discipline or co-opt the Global South.

India occupies a rather uncomfortable
position precisely because it does not
fit comfortably into either model. A G2
would raise fears of strategic exclusion;
a G3 would raise them even more sharp-
1y. It is caught between a transactional
Washington that could diminish its
priority, a China with which relations
remain freighted by an unresolved bor-
der and a yawning trade deficit, and a
Russia whose dependence on Beijing
raises the prospect that Moscow can no
longer balance Chinese power in Asia on
India’s behalf. New Delhi must focus on
building economic and military weight,
preserving strategic autonomy and
diversified partnerships, and keeping
multilateral groupings as pragmatic
clubs rather than solidified blocs,

(Views are personal)
(manishtewari0l@gmail.com)

WHERE CAMPUSES THINK ALOUD

NDIAN universities have

always been expected to pro-

duce and transmit knowledge.

Increasingly, they are also

expected to build skills and

employability. These are

legitimate concerns, but ones

that have drawn attention away from
what makes a university a university.

One such foundation is freedom:

a place to question ideas and examine

mostly at the hands of immediate family members. The social
Jjustice ministry’s 2025-26 report reveals that about 65 percent
of the elderly are financially insecure, directly contributing to
their dependence and, often, abuse. In Telangana, while 2.1
percent of the elderly faced verbal and physical abuse, a
staggering 68 percent were found to be completely neglected.

There is a penchant for enacting laws whenever a problem
arises. They are necessary, but more often than not, follow-up
action leaves much to be desired. The Maintenance and Wel-
fare of Parents and Senior Citizens Act, 2007, allows abused
and neglected senior citizens to approach tribunals with a
fixed time-frame for delivering justice. Section 15 of the
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, too, offers relief. In
Telangana, Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy has been a vocal
advocate of protection and care for the elderly. As in Assam,
Tel h ted the T Accountabil-
ity and Monitoring of Parental Support Act whlch mandates
salary cuts for government and private employees and elected
public representatives who neglect their parents. The amount
would be deposited directly into the parents’ accounts.

Yet cases of elderly abuse continue to surface, with abandon-
ment being the most prominent. It isan irony that a society that
boasts of being the inheritor of a civilisation that places parents
on the same pedestal as the Divine should witness such neglect.
Ending this social evil requires a cultural and moral renais-
sance. Laws do help, but fear of societal humiliation and lack
of awareness are rendering them almost useless, A continuous
and serious campaign is needed to address these issues.

. T |

At without anticipat-
ing the preferences of those in authority.
This freedom doesn’t rest only on indi-
vidual teachers’ rights; it depends
on whether their institutions have the
autonomy to protect them.

This is why the Academic Freedom
Index 2026 deserves attention. Prepared
by the V-Dem Institute and Friedrich-
Alexander-Universitit Erlangen-Niirn-
berg, it covers 179 countries. It measures
academic freedomacross five dimensions,
including freedom to research and teach,
campus integrity and institutional auton-
omy. India ranks 156th among the 179
countries assessed, placing it in the bot-
tom 10-20 percent bracket globally, below
every South Asian neighbour except Chi-
na. India’s decline has often been met with
a familiar response: that such surveys
reflect Western assumptions and fail to
understand Indian realities. Methodology
may raise questions. But dismissing the
findings as Western bias doesn’t help.
Worse, in the process, we avoid a more im-
portant question: is institutional autono-
my necessary for a university to remaina
place of independent thought? If it is, one
cannot dismiss the issue merely because
the warning comes from outside India.

A professor may, in theory, have the
freedom to teach, conduct research and
expl ‘ess an opinion. But that freedom
difficult to exercise when the

COLD COMFORT

FTER years of complaints about prison heat, incarcerated
Awomen in Texas successfully fought for a court order

requiring air-conditioning in all prisons by 2029. It isalso a
story about dignity: India’s prisons have a more basic problem:
they are overcrowded, poorly ventilated and increasingly
unbearable in extreme heat. At Tihar, prisoners endure Delhi’s
summer with room-temperature water; cold water requires
acanteen purchase, a doctor’s orders or a court order. Authori-
ties offer lemons and heat-resistant sheets, The irony is painful:
in Udaipur; inmates make air coolers for government depart-
ments, but are barred from using them. The Supreme Court
has recognised freedom from climate change’s worst effects as
a fundamental right. Prisons cannot be exceptions.

institution employing them cannot make
basic decisions without external approv-
al. Institutional autonomy does not mean
freedom from accountability; universi-
ties receiving public money must comply
with the law. It means decisions about
academic work and internal administra-
tion should ordinarily be made within
the university, according to clear rules.
What happened last April at Delhi
University illustrates the difficulty. A
senior Hindi professor invited to speak
in New York was asked to submit his
lecture text before his travel could be
approved, and told that his leave
required clearance from the Union edu-
cation ministry. He declined, and the

JOHN J KENNEDY

-

university denied permission. A univer-
sity requiring a lecture’s text for approv-
al raises a different question: at what
point does administrative procedure
become scrutiny of academic content?
A similar question arose in Karnataka
in March 2026, when the State Open Univer-
sity was directed to postpone an interna-
tional conference after the higher education
department said it had not followed
government protocol. The government then
ordered its cancellation. The conference,
on the ideas of RSS ideologue Deendayal
Upadhyaya, had become politically sensi-
tive; the university eventually held it,
with the Governor inaugurating the event.

Questioning Western bias in

indices that rank India in the
bottom brackets on academic
freedom doesn't entirely resolve
the issue. Recent incidents in

Delhi and Karnataka indicate that
institutions are losing the autharity
to discuss, research and organise.
Reducing political influence over
appointments can be a good start

The two episodes are only representa-
tive: one involves an academic, the other
an institution, but both raise the same
question: who has final authority over
what a university can discuss, research
or organise? Karnataka's recent debates
over university administration show
how easily autonomy turns into a politi-
cal contest. But changing who controls
appointments doesn't create autonomy.
It may just change who exercises con-
trol; governments across the spectrum
have sought such influence.

Former Professor and Dean.
Christ (Deemed) University, Bengaluru

Another. less discussed dimension mat-
ters. Academic freedom requires people
willing to question decisions and defend

positions. Employ inse-
curity makes that difficult. Government
data put the vacancy rate for sanctioned
faculty posts at central universities at
about 25.4 percent in 2025. In Karnataka's
government degree colleges, a High Court
judgement noted that guest faculty han-
dled abont 63 percent of the teaching
workload in 440 colleges in 2023-24, with
10,600 guest faculty against 6,100 perma-
nent faculty. Court records show 10,303
guest faculty were engaged in 2025-26.

A teacher with job insecurity is likely
to be more cautious about challenging
administrative decisions than one with a
secure appointment. When authority is
concentrated and employment is insecure,
decisions that could be settled within the
university are more likely to be referred
upwards. Over time, caution can become
part of institutional culture, and academic
freedom may remain formally intact while
the willingness to exercise it diminishes.

The solution has to begin with institu-
tional design. Universities need clear
rules specifying which decisions fall un-
der academic and administrative bodies
and which require government approv-
al, including travel, conferences, visiting
scholars and public events. Government
oversight should be transparent and
rule-based rather than dependent on
an event’s political sensitivity. The
appointment of vice-chancellors and
senior officials also needs greater insula-
tion from political considerations.

The Index raises a different question,
then: whether V-Dem is Western. It is
whether we are willing to ask what a uni-
versity is for. If universities are reduced
to institutions that transfer knowledge
and improve employability, autonomy
may appear secondary. If they are also
places where society thinks aloud and
pursues knowledge without fear, auton-
omy becomes indispensable. India
should not accept an international index
uncritically, but neither should it reject
an uncomfortable finding simply
because it comes from outside.

(Views are personal)
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Drought measures

Ref: Address looming food crisis (Oct 1).
Water availability is diminishing across
regions, while agricultural production relies
on water that is being extracted rather than
replenished. Drought management cannot
facus solely on compensation after crop
fallures; instead, irrigation practices must
be more efficient and stricter regulations on
groundwater extraction are necessary.
Sinan Ras

Trust renewal

Ref: RTI compliance (Oct 1). A government
that fears questions about custodial deaths
has already answered them, Revoking the
order was wise, but trust is rebuilt by deeds.
Let TVK publish police firing data proactively,
fill the commission's vacancies and
penalise delays, Secrecy shields the guiity;
transparency protects honest officers, too,
Babu Crishna, email

Learning hurdles

Ref: Burden of teachers (Sep 30). Students,
especially those from economically weaker
sections, depend heavily on classroom
teaching. Diverting teachers to other duties
teduces valuable learning time. Schools must
arrange for when teachers are on extended
leave and ensure round-the-year training.
Tharmaraj T, Thanjavur

Fortifying cockpits
Ref: Inflight terror (Oct 1). Captain Smit
Machchhar's heraism correctly highlights
that aviation safety cannot rely solely on
post-incident bravery. The real issue lies in
systemic gaps in cockpit security and mental
health screening, True safety is achieved
only when the rarely-used preventative
protocols are fully enforced.

lazin Muhammed, Bengaluru

Patriarchal rot

Ref: Girl students march (Oct 1, The Morning
Standard), Women In out society still live
within a patriarchal framework. Protests and
agitation alone are not enough; exploitation
merely changes form and its perpetrators
change tactics, We must address the root
cause, and that demands a radical approach.
Sumit Sidhant, emai

Bowling focus

Ref: Record chase (Oct 1). It was a real run
feast for the spectators to witness the
second-highest 0D chase. This feat augurs.
well for India men’s preparations for next
year's World Cup. Bumrah can inarguably
lead the bowling attack, but the spin
department appears to be a weak link.
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No praise too high for
pilot who stopped terror

00 high for the Indian pilot Smit Machchhar who
al heroic role in foiling what could have been Tel
nt in what appears to have been an attempt at a

praise could be t
played the princip: rol in foili
1v’s 9/11 mome vl
terrorist attack by the co-pilot of the FlyDubai jet. The scenes from

the cockpit must have resembled a horror film on the hijacking of an airliner
with 174 passengers on board.

Anl

sraeli passenger, Yaniv Hayun, who wrestled the alleged terrorist out of

the cockpit and held him for fellow passengers to subdue before righting the
plane’s controls was the other hero in this midair horror. But it was captain
Smit Machehhar's presence of mind in being able to spring the lever to open

the cockpit door despite beit

ng mortally wounded in an attack with the plane's

crash axe which may have helped frustrate what vms clearly enough a crazed
impulse to carry out a jihadi-style attack on a cit

The dentist who gave CPR to Captain Smit narrated how badly he was
injured by a deadly weapon despite which he fought his Omani co-pilot res-
olutely leading to the plane’s flight being soon corrected from a 15,000 foot
nose-diving plunge in 37 seconds that brought passengers face to face with a

potentially horrendous end

to their lives.

As Captain Smit recuperates in a Saudi Arabia hospital after two on-duty

Israel could fault the
Dubai airline for using
an Omani pilot whose
country has no
diplomatic relations
with it. But this is
splitting hairs since a
terrorist cannot be
said to come from

pilots in the passenger cabin took over the con-
trols and passengers recover from a tryst with
near death that no flier should experience, Israel,
which had 169 citizens on board, can heave a sigh
of relief that the event ended as it did with a fortu-
itous final twist as collective bravery overcame
the cowardly terror plot of an individual.

The incident, which could have come straight
out of the many hijacking scenarios that

Hollywood script writers have drummied up over
the years, is just a reminder of the perils that are
permeating a world of wars, conflicts and mlsun

It i

any pa
country.

ed near
the Boemg 737 Max 8 aircraft survived the G
forces in that precipitous dive.

The security scenario is such around the world that to expect the unexpect-

s been the norm as revenge plots abound.

tory and being situated in

el, with a complex his-
the world's most religiously restive zone, should

know that better than many other nations.
Israel could fault the Dubai airline for \mng an Omani pilot whose country

has no diplomatic relations

with it. But this is splitting hairs since a terrorist

cannot be said to come from any particular country. A 24x7 vigil against ter-

ror is the price the people of the world at war with themselves must continue
to pay.
WI(h the attack by the coj

border when the plane was

pilot on the pilot taking place close to the Israeli
over Jordan was revealing of the intentions, con-

spiracy theories are already being manufactured. Such are the ways of a con-
voluted world in which tensions are commonplace enough even without big

‘wars being w

by nations,

Unless amiracle happens and the world lurches towards genuine peace after
all wars are halted, living with the threat of vengeful attacks is going to be the

norm. We know we are far

from resolving any one crisis, leave alone the 65

conflicts that the world is said to have been host to in 2025 with much the same
scenario spilling over into 2026.

C’s balanced stance on crackers

he Supreme Court ha
contentious question
total ban nor unrestri

s struck a pragmatic balance in dealing with the
of firecrackers. Its observation that neither a
icted bursting of crackers throughout the day is

desirable

both the envir

of fireworks and

the practical difficulties involved in regulating a practice that crores of peo-

ple have come to associate

Firecrackers aggravate ai
larly on children, senior cif
mals. Therefore, the argu

with Diwali.

ir and noise pollution and impose costs particu-
tizens, people with respiratory ailments and ani-
ment against their indiseriminate use is com-

pelling. However, the regulation must also pass the test of enforceability. A
ban that cannot realistically be implemented risks diminishing respect for
both environmental regulation and also the authority of the court.
Previously, the Supreme Court's prohibition on firecrackers was violated at

‘many places in Delhi.
The present approach —

prescribing what kind of crackers may be used

and restricting their use to specified hours — therefore offers a more work-
able path. The government’s proposal to permit joint firecrackers contain-
ing lower amounts of barium allows regulation to evolve with scientific evi-

dence rather than treating

every firecracker alike.

Though the argument of environmentalists is sound, they must realise that
courts cannot resolve cultural and religious issues, especially in a country

like India, where religious

hurt led to the First War oflndependonce in 1857.

Bursting firecrackers has become deeply embedded in the popular cele-
bration of Deepavali, though widespread use of firecrackers by people start-

ed after the British amends

ed the Indian Explosive Rules in 1940, Such cul-

tural practices cannot simply be erased by judicial fiat. Lasting change must

come from society itself.
Environmentalists must,

therefore, move beyond litigation and engage

religious leaders, spiritual organisations and influential cultural figures.
They should convince them to disassociate modern firecrackers with the

religious customs of Diwali

i. The objective should not be to diminish Diwali

but to separate its enduring religious and cultural significance from prac-
tices that impose avoidable costs on others,

Kt Mirtis
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HE DID SATYAGRAHA ™~
FOorR SALT., NOT FOR, uI-R.,
PAPER 1EAKS OR, JORS.

Sanjeev Ahluwalia

he Election Com-

ission of India —

a foundational con-

stitutional  body

(Article 324) serves

three primary functions. It is

the apex body which over-

sees the maintenance of the

electoral roll (list of regist-

ered voters), manages the el-

ections for state leg\slatnres
P: the

the Commission, the admin-
istrative responsibility to
discipline staff vests princi-
pally with him.

Disciplining ECI staff, irve-
spective of where they come
from, is for the Commission
to accomplish, including by
cutting short their deputa-
tion and returning them to
their parent cadre. Has the
ECI become

ent and the President of In-
dia, and registers political
es.

Executive authority is vest-
ed in a triumvirate — the
chief election commissioner
and two election commis-
sioners, all of whom are
appointed by the President
acting on the advice of a com-
mittee comprising the Prime
Minister, another Union
minister and the Leader of
the Oppus\tmn Being

“smart” bureaucrats, one
would expect a CEC not to
rely on just his elevated sta-
tus to push through a deci-
sion not acceptable to the
other two commissioners.

But that is exactly what
seems to have transpired.
Who then is responsible for

com-
atose due to a possible irve-
versible fracture and loss of
trust within the Commiss-
ion? What then are the pros-
pects for its functionality?
‘To whom is the ECI acco-
untable? It is accountable to
the government which ap-
pointed them and to Parli-
ament whoseapproval is nee-
ded to impeach and remove
any of the three commission-
ers as preseribed  for
Supreme Court judges be-
cause commissioners enjoy
similar privileges. Impeach-
ment by Parliament needs a
smlple majont) in the Lok
he Rajya Sabha
and two-thirds of the MPs
present and voting in both
Houses.
Who appmnls the Com

Assuming 50 per
cent of 130 million
exclusions are
wrong, the
potential national
liability is

33,770 crore
(%37.7 billion).
This is more than
the ECI's annual
budget.

Commission with retired
bureaucrats is no longer a
bulwark against politicisa-
tion of the Commission. The
civil service is no longer
und by immutable, infor-
codes, Heterogeneity,
Whllsl valuable for efficiency
and inclusion in the civil ser-
vice, comes at the cost of the
earlier unity of purpose with-
in a closed, entitled
community,

A rule for efficient institu-
tional functioning is that
form, functions, powers and
finance must be aligned to
ensure  that executive
responsibility is narrowly
defined and accountability is
enforceable, in a functioning
democracy — holding timely
and fair elections, ensuring
that the voter lists correctly
records all eligible voters
and registering political par-
ties. Two changes can help
enhance effectiveness.

First, yemove the institu-
tional link between the ECI

the ECI's inept
technology, which disenfran-
chised 130 million voters,
with an excessively high rate
of false positives, in the small
number of decided appeals?
Curiously, the two aggriev-
ed commissioners never
approached the President of
India for redressal. This re-
flects a lack of trust in griev-
ance handling mechanisms
within the ECL Alter-
natively, it might reflect the
absence of aspirit of habitual
independence from govern-
ment, within the ECL Per the
ECI September 26 Press note,
they approached the Cabinet
secretary about ECI staff
ignoring them. Was this a
government servant’s in-
stinet to approach the head of
their previous service —
someone they could trust?
Ideally commission deci-
sions should be unanimous.
In the event of a dividea sim-
ple majority of two vs one is
legally sufficient to settle the
matter. Since the CEC chairs

mission? the
commissioners is by a mm.x
person committee compris-
ing the Union government
represented by the Prime
Minister and a Union minis-
ter and Parliament by the
Leader of the O

and go and house it
within Parmmenl The task
of appointing ECI commis-
sioners should be done by an
empowered joint parliamen-
tary committee for elections
(EJPCE) reflecting the pru
portional rep

This puts government in the
i seat for appoint-

nts, Adding the CJI to this
committee would be fitting
and in the interests of trans-
parency. Asymmetry bet-
ween the process of appoint-
ment and removal is also
intentional to ensure some
Parliamentary ~ protection
from executive pressure, for
the Commission.

Two primary flaws are
clear. First, the appoint-
ments process relies overly
on Union government 3
esse. Though the appointed
commissioners have the
rank of a Supreme Court
judge, even the Chief Justice
of India is not a member of
the selection committee.

Second, populating the

all parties in Pa\llamenl
Based on their recommenda-
tion, the Prime Minister
would endorse the appoint-
ment to the President of
India for approval.

Second, as suggested in a
private member’s bill tabled
in the Rajya Sabha in 2023, to
give the same level of inde-
pendence as the Comptroller
and Auditor General the
expenses of the ECI could be
charged to the Consolidated
Fund of India.

Third, in the state legisla-
tures, empowered commit-
tees for elections — cloned
from the ECI pattern — could
select the chief electoral offi-
cer of each state and subordi-
nate district and block level
formations, ~which are

EC dysfunctional or fit
for a fractured polity?

empowered to maintain
voter lists. Since state level
election bodies discharge a
dual role, serving both ECI
requirements and indepen-
dently conduct elections to
urban and rural local govern-
ment bodies, they could be
advance funded from the
Consolidated Fund of India,
with state governments pay-
ing back the share of expens-
es for local government
elections.

Fourth, the ECI's staff
could include a mix of ex-
perts from state govern-
ments (elections to state leg-
islatures are managed by the
ECI), Union government and
direct appointment as neces-
sary, to be decided by EJP-
CE. The key idea is to pro(es-
sionalise political institut-
ions, make than self-govern-
ing with some vertical, pro-
fessional integration and
develop a common institutio-

culture across Union and
state level election bodies.

What is the core problem at
ECI? First, non-transparency
in functioning which lends
credence to allegations of
“back door” management.
Second, the race to use algo
screening of the voter list isa
cautionary tale. Digital
agents run wild unless care-
fully trained. The existing
programming is clearly
unsound. Who is responsible
needs to be established and
made officially known.

There is also a cost to be
paid as compensation to
those wrongly excluded. The
value of a vote lost unfairly
can be accounted as the per
capita expenditure of Union
and state governments over
five years, which every vot-
ing citizen indirectly man-
ages. This amounts to about
3580. Assuming 50 per cent of
130 million exclusions are
wrong, the potential national
habllhv is ¥3,770 crove (I37.7

illion). This is more than
ECI 's annual budget.

Alternatively, ECI could
lead physical verification of
all algo exclusions, restore
the wrongly excluded and
deliver the voter card to
these citizens at their home,
with a written apology, to
undo the harm done to its
credibility as an efficient,
inclusion-oriented, national
institution.

Sanjeev Ahluwalia is dis-
tinguished fellow Chintan
Research Foundation and
was previously in the IAS

and the World Bank
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CANCEL WB ELECTION

'WE SHOULD recall how irregularities in
the 2016 recruitment process of the West
Bengal School Service Commission led
the judiciary to cancel over 25,000 teach-
ing and non-teaching zppumunenks
Similarly, if allegations of irregularities
in the way the SIR was conducted are
found to be true, the judiciary is expected
to cancel all Assembly elections staged
under it, Over 13 crore people have lost
their voting rights following the imple-
mentation of the SIR. Now, if no unfair
means were adopted in the SIR, and most
of those 13 erore people are not eligible
voters, then the question arises as to how
the current Parliament — whose mem-
bers were elected by voters including
those fake ones — can continue to

function.
Sujit De
Kolkata

ISLAMOPHOBIA TO BLAME

A COPILOT'S reported attempt to seize
an Israelbound aircraft highlights
urgent aviation concerns: how a knife
breached cockpit security and whether
insider-threat protocols failed. Beyond
technical safeguards, the incident empha-
sises how to counter religious extremism.
Broadly suspecting entire faith commu-
nities alienates peaceful believers and
fuels radicalisation. Effective security
instead requires empowering moderate
voices within the tradition, fostering
civic engagement (as seen in post-9/11
Amenca when Muslim commumues

smrtly prosecuting violent actors,

Rohtak

Bhopinder
Singh

UN’s journey:
From purpose
to pageantry

ere was a time when the United Nations was
Inot merely a venue. It was a stage upon which
the arclutectur; of the world was r:omested

Yasser Arafat presented the Palestinian national
cause directly before the international community.
Hls appea[ thal he had wme bearing an ullve hrsmh

comes the transeript. And the transeript disappears.
The problem is not that nothing happens at the UN.
lt ls that its capacity to compel the most powerful
depends on those same actors

great speeches carried the weight of historical rup-
ture ie,, decolonisation, nuclear annihilation, mmIn
tion, sovemignty racial equality and national libera-
tion. Their protagonists arrived not merely to occupy’
alectern but to announce that something in the world

had changed.

Jawaharlal Nehru's interventions at the UN i 1948
came from a newly independent India wrestling with
sovereignty, peace and the end of imperial domina-

onlnlssa Dwight Eisenhower delivered “Atoms for

Peace”, proposing an mmmahom] framework for
peacel |l hat
10 the creation of the IAEA,

'I'hen came 1960.The colonial empires were a‘ack

rhetomzl moments in the history of Palestine at the

d in 1988, Mikhail Gorbachev delivered per-
haps the great UN speech of the dying Cold War, out-
lininga radically altered Soviet conception of interna-
tional relations.

‘The world order was changing, and the UN podium
was where that change was being spoken aloud. And
then something changed. The UN did not suddenly

ome mlevam h remamed indispensable in

humanitarian reli eeping, refugees, develop-
ment, mlenmumuﬂ lnw and diplomacy. But its insti-
tutional came increasingly ligned with

geopolitical power. The organisation was deslgned

hlgwmam
‘The vucabﬂary has become predictable e.g,, “Deep
concern”, “Strongly condemn”, “Call upon all par-
ties", "Rezﬂin'n uur commitment”, ‘Rulesbamd

None is meanmgless But endless repeuhon has
drained such phirases of political voltage.

The problem is not rhelaric Ttis rhe!onc divorced
from consequence. The old UN speeches were power-
ful because they represented incompatible visions of
the future. America and the Soviet Union contested
rival systems. Newly independent nations demanded
the uf ¥ move-

a lezder looked like while delivering it.

tead of examining whether diplomacy alters
power it reports the walkout. Instead of asking
whether a resolution will be implemented, it reports
the applause. The UN becomes content. Delegations
become performers. Domestic political machinery
takes the footage home. Our leader “slammed” them!
Their leader was “stumped™ The chamber erupted!
The world is watching!

Except that the world may not actually be changing.
That is the deeper crisis.The United Nations does not
suffer from a shortage of speeches, It suffers from a
shortage of consequences. Its original promise was not
that humanity would endlessly talk to itself, but that
sovereign states could construct mechanisms through
which conflict might be prevented, aggression con-
tained and cummon vroblems collectively addressed.

ing, newly independent African and Asian

entering the Assembly. and Washington and me
were competing for influence. Nikita Khrushchev put
colonial inc ce sqt
Assembly Fidel Castro then spokc for 269 minuies,
the longest timed General Assembly speech in UN his-
tory, attacking imperialism and American interven-
tionism. Patrice Lumumba embodied Africa’s emer-
gence as a political subject. In 1964, Che Guevara pre-
sented Cuba's ¥ before

fulfilled. Nor

tember the ntual contintes. Leadets arrive. Motor-
cades move. Flags rise. Speeches are dehvemd Ca
meras flash. And then comes the choreography. A
egation walks out. Another applauds. A Teader Llallv
ersa rebuttal. Cameras capture a ges-

the world.
These were not speeches written television
slots. They were arguments about !he world In 1974,

—+ e o

ture. Newsrooms dissect facial expressions, seating
arrangements and who appeared to glare at whom.
The spectacle becomes the story. The substance be-

Meanwhile, the world outside moves faster than the
chamber itself. Wars do not wait for communiqués.
Great powers do not necessarily wait for Security
Couneil approval. Technology does not wait for con-
ventions. Geopolitics eenal:ﬂy does not wait for the
next Geneml Assembly speec]

media has diseovered 4an easier product.
Insteadofaslungwhataspeech changes, it asks what

+

applause remains. What is

after WW2. Since then, came existing states. Palestine d That

rise, i dlsmptmn and Africa demanded ipati Nuclear hns lt complelely rmled The UN remains indispens-

renewed great:power rivalry. Yet its ituti ili at the same time. The podium

skeleton remains remarkably familiar. dusmmuun. There wem stakes, Today. mu(.h dxplo mmams The flags remain. The microphones remain,
v before the General The speeches changv.-d ‘The world changed. The ins-  matic language is negotiated until nobody can object, The cameras remain. The

titutional changed far less. So every Sep- and, in the process, nobody is particularly moved. increasingly uncertain lswheuwrthz institution still

possesses the palitical power to make the world out-
side that chamber pay attention. The question is no
longer if the UN can produce another speech. It is
whether it can once again produce history.

The writer is a retired lieutenant-general and a

former lieutenant-governor of Andaman & Nicobar
Islands and Puducherry
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Reining in AI Agents

ncidents of artificial intelligence agents going
rogue and infiltrating government websites in
Australia and the United States have raised fears
over the potential dangers involved and strength-
ened calls for global regulation of the sector. US Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s announcement of a voluntary
agreement on “super intelligence”, signed by the exec-
utives of six global tech giants, must be seen in the
context of growing demands for reining in the indus-
try to prevent catastrophes in the future. The accord,
backed by Meta, Nvidia, Google, OpenAl, xAl, and An-
thropic, essentially amounts to industry self-regula-
tion to maintain internal controls, establish an internal
team to oversee these controls, work with independ-
ent outside auditors, and create an independent board
committee to review the results. The firms agreed to
implement safeguards to keep models operating as in-
tended and quickly detect and fix any issues. They will
engage independent auditors to assess whether their
Al systems are working as intended and ensure their
platforms do not hack into or access technical systems
in unintended ways. The development came close on
the heels of recent calls by the heads of the four
biggest American Al firms —Anthropic, SpaceXAlI,
OpenAl and Google DeepMind — for a collective
slowdown in the develop-
ment of frontier models.
The appeal for a global
pause followed months of
escalating concerns across

As Al agents grow
more autonomous,
voluntary

the technology industry. safeguards alone
Anthropic, Google, Meta may not sufﬂ.ce to
and other companies have ensure oversight
reported cases in which and meaningful

their models behaved in human control
ways their developers did
not intend.

Fears are growing over Al's potential to threaten
humanity, should it match or surpass human abilities.
As Al agents become more capable and autonomous,
those capabilities need to be matched by proportion-
ate containment, real-time monitoring, clear ac-
countability, independent oversight, and much faster
incident reporting. The explosive rise of Al has left
governments scrambling to put protective measures
in place, with some calling for companies to be
forced to build ways to disable their own tech into its
systems. One idea backed by some Al firms and law-
makers is to have a “kill switch”—a way to simply
turn the tech off in a crisis. As warnings mount about
the potentially devastating impact of Al, many in the
industry and in governments around the world are
openly wondering about what national and interna-
tional regulations might be needed to keep it in
check. The US and China, two nations at the fore-
front of Al development, have so far resisted calls for
greater regulation. There can be no two opinions
about the need for international cooperation to put a
global regulation in place to prevent the misuse of Al
technologies. This is to ensure that humans, not arti-
ficial intelligence, remain responsible for all deci-
sions. Recently, Pope Leo, the first American pontiff
of the Roman Catholic Church, whose followers
number 1.4 billion worldwide, also called for the ethi-
cal use of Al technologies.

VIEWPOINT

HYDERABAD, I'riday, October 2, 2026

6 Not much is left

The period in which the

The Congress has

of the TMC after Pichhda, Dalit, fewer ‘karyakartas'

its defeat in Assembly Alpsankhyak is being or but more leaders who

elections. We would will be subjected to aspire to become

urge Mamata Banerjee atrocities can be called Chief Minister, not for

tojoin the Congress. an Emergency. At the well-being of the

We would accept her present, social justice is people but for

leadership in Bengal going through a satisfying their

and work with her BJPian Emergency lust for power ,,
ADHIR RANJAN CHOWDHURY AKHILESH YADAV BHAGWANT MANN

Congress leader Samajwadi Party president Punjab Chief Minister

Caste, merit and belonging

Inclusion cannot end
with admission.
Dignity, recognition
determine whether
marginalised
students are truly
accepted inside

he death of Sahil Wakode, a

second-year student at the

Indian Institute of Technol-

ogy Bombay, has once again
forced a difficult question upon India's
most celebrated institutions: what hap-
pens to students from historically mar-
ginalised communities after they cross
the barriers that once kept them out-
side?

Sahil's family has alleged that he
faced caste-based humiliation and ha-
rassment for months, raising questions
about caste within elite institutions.
For a marginalised student, entering an
1IT can represent years of struggle and
family sacrifice. For first-generation
learners, it can transform an entire
family’s future. Yet admission does not
automatically dismantle social hierar-
chies. Access can change without
changing whether students feel they
truly belong.

A student can enter an elite institu-
tion and still be questioned about
whether they belong. Caste does not
disappear when a student enters an
elite institution; it can change its lan-
guage. It may reappear through as-
sumptions about intelligence, compe-
tence and merit, including terms such
as “quota student”, jokes about reserva-
tion, and the expectation that reserved-
category students must prove they de-
serve to be there.

The Tyranny of Merit

Institutional discrimination is often
difficult to identify because it does not
always take the form of an explicit rule
or direct declaration of prejudice. It
can operate through ordinary interac-
tions, informal hierarchies and re-
peated questioning of legitimacy. An
accent can be read as a lack of sophisti-
cation; unfamiliarity with institutional
culture as a lack of ability; and aca-
demic difficulty as evidence that a stu-
dent never belonged.

Michael Sandel's The Tyranny of
Merit offers an important way of un-
derstanding this problem. Sandel ques-
tions the assumption that success is en-
tirely the result of talent and effort. He
argues that meritocracy can produce
“meritocratic hubris” among the suc-
cessful and humiliation among those
regarded as unsuccessful. The problem
arises when merit becomes a moral
judgement about worth. Once that hap-
pens, admission through reservation
can be treated not as a constitutional
mechanism addressing historical ex-
clusion but as evidence that someone is
less deserving.

A marginalised student may have
worked exceptionally hard to reach an
IIT. Yet once inside, reservation can
become a stigma. Their success can be
attributed to reservation, while their
failure is attributed to a lack of merit.
Either way, their individual achieve-
ment is denied independent recogni-
tion. They are denied the ordinary sta-
tus of being a student.

In India, caste intensifies the prob-
lem because merit does not operate on
an empty social field. Historical privi-
leges can become invisible while
achievement is presented as purely in-
dividual. Socially privileged students
can appear simply “meritorious”, while
students entering through reservation
can be treated as exceptions to merit.
Unequal starting points disappear,

ing that complaints will not be be-
lieved. These experiences can cumula-
tively shape belonging. Humiliation
tells a person they are being seen
through a social category that dimin-
ishes them. Formal equality can coexist
with being admitted but not fully
recognised, present but made to feel
peripheral.

Struggle For Dignity

Institutions can also individualise
structural problems. When a margin-
alised student struggles, attention turns
towards performance or resilience.
The institution becomes the back-
ground rather than the object of in-
quiry. Caste cannot be removed from
the analysis simply because an institu-
tion considers itself meritocratic. Aca-
demic stress, social isolation, discrimi-
nation and family pressure can
intersect.

Another dimension emerges when
the marginalised student becomes the
problem the institution seeks to man-
age. Complaining can make a student
seem difficult; challenging authority,
confrontational; speaking about caste,
overly identified with caste. Success
may be attributed to reservation; strug-
gle to lack of merit; complaints to in-
ability to adjust.

Institutional murder does not neces-
sarily begin with death. It begins when

while arep as neu-
tral measurements of ability. Merit can
thus become a language of misrecogni-
tion, shifting the question from “How
well is this student performing?” to
“Does this student deserve to be here?”
Institutional discrimination can
emerge through accumulation: dismis-
sive remarks, jokes about reservation,
questioning of competence, unequal
mentorship, social isolation or the feel-

Caste can reappear through
assumptions about
intelligence, competence
and merit—from ‘quota
student’ slurs to jokes
about reservation

an institution communicates that a per-
son's presence is conditional, achieve-
ment questionable and identity bur-
densome. It develops when structural
inequalities become individual short-
comings and humiliation is normalised.
“Institutional murder” here refers to
the destruction of dignity and belong-
ing alongside life. An institution may
not directly cause a death, but it can
create conditions in which a margin-
alised person struggles to sustain life
with dignity.

Towards Belonging

Reservation was part of a constitu-
tional project to democratise institu-
tions shaped by historical exclusion.
The question is what kind of life awaits
marginalised students after entry. An
inclusive university must ensure equal
intellectual participation, safe avenues
for concerns, respect for identity and
freedom from caste stereotypes.

The university must reconsider
merit. Talent, opportunity, family cir-
cumstances, social networks and edu-
cation all shape success. Recognising
this does not diminish achievement; it
places achievement within its social
context. Marginalised students should
not have to prove that reservation
made them less deserving or repeat-
edly demonstrate their worth because
an institution struggles to see merit
without caste. The real test of an elite
institution is not only whether a mar-
ginalised student can enter it, but also
whether they belong to it.

An institution must do more than
open its doors; it must transform the
culture inside them. Dignity is nota
benefit granted after merit is estab-
lished. It is a condition under which
merit can be meaningfully exercised.
The challenge is to move from access
to recognition, from recognition to dig-
nity, and from dignity to belonging.

This requires institutions to look be-
yond representation and ask what their
students actually experience. Inclusion
cannot end at the admission office. It
must extend into classrooms, hostels,
laboratories, faculty interactions and
everyday campus life. Students should
not have to suppress their identities,
remain silent about discrimination or
develop extraordinary resilience sim-
ply to survive in a space that is consti-
tutionally meant to be equal.

Elite institutions are often celebrated
for producing excellence, But excel-
lence cannot be separated from the
conditions in which students arc al-
lowed to learn, participate and flourish.
Institutional commitment to equality is
ultimately measured not only by who
enters its gates, but by whether those
who enter are treated with dignity once
they are inside.

The deepest failure is when a student
enters, succeeds against enormous
odds, and still feels they do not belong.

(The author is a PhD Scholar at Jamia
Millia Islamia, New Delhi, and
an independent writer)

answers for missed dead-
lines, shoddy work or
flooded underpasses. With
public money drained and
daily life strangled at resi-
dents' doorsteps, many feel

. Edtor |

Gridlocked

Cartoon Today

Bengaluru, India's Silicon
Valley and a major eco-
nomic hub of the country,
is now gridlocked beyond
its roads, with traffic chok-
ing the internal lanes of
housing complexes and
apartment blocks. The
causes are rooted in
unchecked growth. (Quick
fix or costly detour?, Sep
30) Lakhs of private vehi-
cles flooded narrow roads
never designed for such
load. The deeper failure is
accountability. Thousands
of crores have been spent
on flyovers, signal-free
corridors, road widening
and an endlessly delayed
Metro, yet congestion
worsens yearly. No agency

only miracles can now save
Bengaluru.
N SADHASIVA REDDY,

Bengalury

Act fairly

Reports on the EC's conduct
have shaken confidence in
its independence. The Chief
Election Commissioner and
Other Election Commission-
ers Act, 2023 carries for-
ward the 1993 rule: EC busi-
ness should be transacted
solidly where possible, with
disagreements settled by
majority. The EC must act
fairly and preserve internal
checks and balances.
NAGARAJAMANI MV,
Secunderabad

Write tous at letters@telanganatoday.com
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Weak monsoon drives power gap

India's electricity deficit surged to the highest for Sep-
tember in nearly a decade, as weak monsoon rains de-
pleted hydropower reservoirs and hot weather stretched
the country’s grid.

W The Straits Times

Gambhir rues batting-friendly pitches
India coach Gautam Gambhir said the batting-friendly
pitch in Guwahati was unfair on bowlers after his side
completed the second-highest successful chase in one-
day international history on Wednesday.

W AsiaTimes

India’s Tata Sons marks a reckoning

The RBI's refusal to deregister Tata Sons has been cast as
the prelude to a blockbuster initial public offering. That
overstates what actually happened. No prospectus ex-
ists, no price has been set and no timetable announced.
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Rein in insurance
middlemen

nyone who has been sold a dud insurance
/ policy by a clever bank relationship

manager will be encouraged by the

consultation paper released by the
Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority
of India (IRDAI) last week. Titled ‘Recalibrating the
Economics of Insurance Distribution’, the paper
lays bare the system of hefty commissions paid to
intermediaries (agents and distributors), which has
led to predatory mis-selling of policies to unsuspect-
ing customers. IRDAI is seeking to put an end to this
predatory sales practice.

Few individual insurance buyers are aware of the
huge middleman costs that inflate their premiums.
These payouts frequently exceed 40% of the
first-year premium for a life insurance policy, 30%
for health cover, and 25% for third-party motor
vehicle insurance. The payouts scale down in
subsequent years but remain a sizeable source of
income for the distributor while being an irksome
cost to the customer. IRDAI is now proposing to cap
these commissions for individual policies at 25%,
20%, and 2.5% respectively. If the savings are passed
on to buyers, this cutback should lead to significant-
1y lower premiums.

By paring down commissions, IRDAI will reduce
the incentive for banks, agents, and distributors to
thrust inappropriate policies upon under-informed
customers. This system has contributed to a skewed
growth of the insurance industry in India. Distribu-
tors with an eye on commissions mis-sell policies to
customers, who realise much later that they’ve been
sold something they did not really want and drop
out. Commission incomes have grown but insur-
ance cover has not. In the past two years, agent
remuneration grew 125% while new-business
premiums managed a modest 28% growth. In motor
insurance, premium collections grew 34%, but
commissions skyrocketed by 259%. This explains
why persistency has always been a problem in the
Indian insurance industry. Some 52% of the life
insurance policies lapse by the fifth vear because
unsatisfied customers choose not to pay the
premium any longer.

IRDAI is now proposing to introduce penalties on
banks if they push unwanted policies upon custom-
ers. Banks can no longer set volume-linked targets
for their staff or offer cash bonuses and rewards for
hitting insurance sales numbers. If a bank or agent
is proven to have mis-sold a policy, the commission
earned on that sale will be recovered and the
salesperson will be shamed in public. Also, a bank
can no longer force a loan-seeking customer to buy
insurance compulsorily, which is a nefarious
practice they routinely indulge in currently.

Among the fresh proposals is a ban on dark
patterns employed by web-based insurance plat-
forms. These websites now routinely insist on
knowing a prospective customer’s personal details
just to show them basic policy pricing, features, and
performance details. [nsurance buyers can browse
anonymously until they decide to make a purchase.

These are currently only proposals, which are
open for stakeholder discussion until October 25.
IRDAT will draft its final decisions based on the
feedback received. The regulator said it will follow a
five-year gradual ‘glide path’ to bring in the reforms.
That’s rather too long a runway and there is no
guarantee that savings on commissions will be
passed to the end consumer. For these proposals to
yield the intended results, [IRDAI must ensure that
they are. If not, the insurance industry will remain
mired where it is while the mutual fund industry is
growing by leaps and bounds.

P Reach us at editor.dtnex!
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Freezing it means transforming it into

perpetual debt — that is, debt with no

repayment deadline and a low or zero

vate, ing It is theref
eﬁechvely the same as uncellhg it
French i

(the radical left candidate called for cancelling French
government bonds held by the European Central Bank to
unlock money for public spending)
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G TO RECONCILE

How not to misconstrue difference as monstrosity

The differences that divide us can never be fully dissolved. But if leaders have self-awareness and perspective-taking skills, it
is possible to build a healthy community among good-willed people from varied backgrounds and with different viewpoints

GORDON BROWN, JOHN SEXTON lar cohorts of gifted leaders will complete the
program and join a growing Reconciliation
77§ The United States, the United Kingdom, Corps that will convene virtually every quar-
l and many other countries currently suf-  ter.
fer from toxic divisiveness. Our socie Talented faculty have designed the “an-
ties have fractured into political, social, and  chor course” that all Fellows will take. It will
cultural camps, each certain that they possess  use works of literature like Mary Shelley’s
the truth. Ironically, while this secular dogma-  Frankenstein and Shakespeare's Othello to
tism—as impervious to debate as veligious doc-  discuss how difference is misconstrued as
frines traditionally were—has become more  monstrosity. It will also teach a four-step pro-
pervasive, religious leaders have started tosee  cess. drawn from the ecumenical movement,
differences as an opportunity to build stronger  that has proven useful in generating under-
communities rather than as threats, standing. First is seeing oneself accurately,
To advance that approach, a number of before attempting to learn how your counter-
prominent academics and publicservantshave  parts see themselves (on their terms) and
helped create the Reconciliation League, an in-  how they see you. With this new understand-

ternational association of 13 colleges and uni-  ing of how they view you, the last step is to  NYU's David and Denise Holland will offer

versities committed to preparing the next gen-  strive—without being defensive—to draw lessons about our climate and civilization,

eration of leaders to engage thoughtfully and  lessons about how you might present your be-  drawing on their research on global sea-level
liefs (or even yourself) differently and how  rise in Greenland.

constructively across different perspectives.
The founding schools—the African Leader-  the two of you might find common ground.
ship University, the Asian University for

th to and to
the League's mission.
Each member school will select a set of terexpert in a way that emphasizes conversa-

Midway through the academic program,
But that is not all. NYU's Carol Gilligan of-  the Fellows will go on ten-day retreats de-
‘Women, Brigham Young University, Ford-  fered the fruits of her decades-long work study-  signed to bind them in a common enterprise.
ham University, the University of Kentucky, ing the art of “radical listening” to the anchor ~ Some will raft 300 miles in the Grand Can-
Lafayette College, the London School of Eco-  course. Rabbi Irwin Kula, a master of ecumeni-  yon; others will embed with the Apache Na-
nomics and Political Science, Morgan State  cal conversation, contributed the methods he  tion in Arizona. They will then reassemble
University, the University of North Carolina  has used to facilitate productive discourse to continue studying, reflect on their experi-
at Chapel Hill, New York University, Pomona  among religious leaders. And Allyson Green, ences, and design projects to implement
College, San Carlos Apache College, and Yale Dean Emeritus of NYU's Tisch School of the ~ what they have learned in their own commu-
University—have different histories, tradi-  Arts, shared how to use the performingandcre-  nities. The following January, they will re-
nom missions, and curm'ula But each is  ativeartsasvehicles for narrowingdifferences.  convene for a week to review successes and
, each participant will take a failures, to polish or redefine their projects,
“traditional” course taught by a subject-mat-  and to plan future activities.

Our experiences in politics and academia
Reconciliation Fellows to participate in an  tion across difference, Former Yale Law  haveshown that it is possible to maintain and

immersive program in the summer of 2027.  School dean Harold Hongju Koh will present  build a healthy community among good-

The 60 Fellows will learn the skills needed to  case studies in diplomacy. NYU University  willed people from varied backgrounds and
discuss even the most contentious issues Professor Joseph Weiler will apply various with different viewpoints. The d.m"erences
with anyone. These “bridge builders” will, lenses to the trial of Jesus. Marcus Noyes of that divide us can never be fully
hopefully, connect as friends and refine their  the University of Pittsburgh will examine But if our leaders have the right self-aware-

There are many historical examples of
overcoming such differences. After the Amer-
ican colonies revolted against the British Em-
pire 250 years ago, the Marquis de Lafayette’s
arrival injected fresh energy and talent into
their cause, helping them secure victory. In
Britain, Lord North was serving as prime
minister when it became clear that the Crown
had lost. Yet the US and the UK went on to
develop a *
the Reconciliation Fellows will gather at La-
fayette College in Pennsylvania and on the
Wroxton College campus that was Lord
North’s home and now will serve as the
League's permanent headquarters.

But generosity must underpin rapproche-
ment. Not far from Wroxton is Caventry,
which in 1940 endured 11 hours of German
bombing that killed at least 500 people and
destroyed 43,000 buildings, including its me-
dieval cathedral. Almost immediately after,
the city’s civic and religious leaders commit-
ted to seeking reconciliation, not revenge.
That decision to maintain the ruins as a
symbolic reminder of what can go wrong
while constructing, side by side, a new ca-
thedral that points to a better future is por-
traved in this video. Today, Coventry is offi-
cially a “reconciliation city” and hosts an
annual peace festival.

Such examples can be replicated on a much
broader scale. That will require more leaders
with the skills to bridge our divisions. The
Reconciliation League will show that these
skills can be learned.

pecial relationship.” Fittingly,

Gordon Brown, a former Prime Minister
Of the L'mled Kingdom, is Worid Health

thinking, while never being pushed toward chemistry and genetics as revealed in how ness and perspective-taking skills, the com-
any position. Each summer thereafter, simi- bread is made in different cultures, And  munity will be richer and better for the effort.

for Global

Hmllh Financing. .John Sexton is President
Emeritus of New York University
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— Jayanto Fanerjee
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Question: Is Tamil Nadu becoming the primary t_L
entry point for international drug cartels?
e In 1766, on this day, the Nottingham

200 Cheese Riot broke out at the Goose
“U 40% Fair in Nottingham, UK, in response to
. Central Yes, TNis the high cost of cheese. A warehouse,
intel failure vulnerable shops and a cargo boat were looted, and
a hundreds of cheese wheels were rolled
40% through the streets by anary rioters
Cartels target
all coasts

wordsmith

GLABROUS adjective;
Pronunciation: glay-bruhs

TODAY'S QUESTION: What is your take on Definition: biology - having a surface

mmﬁun f?,""s containing question devoid of hair or pubescence; without
o< qs'" hair or a similar growth; smooth

a) Perpetuation of casteism

b) Ignorance rather than malice Did You Know? < Latin glabr- (stem of
¢) Social reality glaber ) smooth, hairless + -ous; early

documented use: 1630-40

Depression during pregnancy may pose risk to kids

of during
with a higher chance of the child

N ew research has linked a diagnosis pnessmn to make informed decision about

tidepressants.

of Glasgow found that among children of

the team said.

The study, published in the journal
having a neurodevelopmental disorder, PLOS Medicine, followed more than
regardless of whether the mother took an- 167,000 children born in Wales between
2009 and 2016 until 2022, using medical and
Researchers from the UK's University  school records.

Children of women who received anti-
mothers with depression, 24 in every 100  depressant treatment had higher rates of
disorders,

exposure to antidepressants may confer a
small additional absolute risk, but find-
ings may partly represent confounding by
depression severity. Further research is
needed,” the authors wrote.

“Our results don't suggest that women
should automatically stop taking their an-
tidepressants because depression can
harm both mother and baby if not treated.

had special educational needs when the

mother was not receiving treatment. This  to women with untreated depression.
results could be
affected by the fact that women with

This was compared with 20 in every 100 more severe depression are more likely
children who were not exposed to depres-  to be prescribed antidepressants, the re-
searchers said.

Further, when comparing treated de-
nant women are taking antidepressants, pression, untreated depression and anti- 2.9 cases per 100 children of those exposed
but the long-term effects of these drugson  depressant exposure without depression, to depression.
the analysis showed that antidepressant

increased by just three in every 100 chil- However,
dren if she was taking antidepressants.

sion or antidepressants in the womb.
The researchers said that more preg:

child development are unclear.

Women should always speak to their doc-
tor about what is best in their situation.”
they said.

They cautioned that any potential risk
of treatment should be balanced against
the risks of untreated depression in moth-
ers, which is associated with a higher risk
of postnatal depression.

“Our study indicates that exposure to
antidepressants during pregnancy conld
“Offspring of mothers with depression  serve as a marker for additional support

While having untreated depressiondur-  exposure was associated with an addition-  have a higher risk of SEN (special educa-  being needed at school,” the team said.
ing pregnancy carries its ownrisks, itcan  al 6.3 cases per 100 children of those not  tion needs) that cannot be attributed sole-

be very challenging for someone with de-  exposed to depression, and an additional ly to antidepressant exposure. Prenatal

Press Trust of India
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Dangers of Al titans
policing themselves

LINA M KHAN

Dario Amodei, has transfixed

‘Washington with apocalyptic
warnings that his products could end
humanity. To prevent such an out-
come, he has proposed letting the ar-
tificial intelligence companies police
themselves. The government’s role?
To issue an antitrust exemption al-
lowing the companies to coordinate
on slowing down model development
and try to persuade China to adopt a
similar approach, And on Tuesday,
President Trump sat flanked by top
Al executives after a private lunch at
the White House and promised, “tre-
mendous selfregulation.”

Al may differ from products devel-
oped during the internet boom, but
some parallels are emerging. Starting
around 2018, Meta began self-govern-
ance initiatives to introduce some
oversight of its behaviour. In practice,
these measures seemed more intend-
ed to forestall government scrutiny.
Almost a decade on, jury trials have
revealed that Meta was cancealing ev-
idence that its products seriously
harmed kids and teens.

Implicit in the idea of Al self-regu-
lation is that America is incapable of
managing risk through our democrat-
ic government. But historically we
have done just that, successfully
building and regulating powerful new
technologies, from railroads to nucle-
arenergy. We can bring Al companies
in line with the public interest and
deter dangerous behaviour.

First, policymakers should look to
laws already on the books, not to the
online manifestoes and blog posts
written by tech chief executives, for
guidance. Much of the commentary
from the executives suggests they
currently operate in a legal vacuum.
In fact, their business practices — in-
cluding how they develop and deploy
their technologies — are already sub-
Jject to longstanding laws.

Product liability laws apply when
goods are defective or dangerous,
while tort law establishes basic du-
ties for companies to not act negli-
gently or recklessly. Consumer pro-
tection laws prohibiting unfair or
deceptive practices can also kick in
when businesses injure others by
failing to take adequate precautions.

A host of lawsuits in this vein
have already been filed against Al
companies, with several judges al-
ready affirming the viability of these
cases at the initial stage. State attor-
neys general can also act, Individual

%nlhmpic’s chief executive,

gal actions of their systems.
Congress will need to legislate,
America has a long history of regu-
lating companies and products that
are both transformative and risky,
including nationally chartered
banks, potentially dangerous phar-
maceuticals and lethal nuclear as-
sets. Drawing on this tool kit, law-
makers should consider mandatory
testing of advanced Al systems;
breaking up the Al giants to prevent
conflicts of interest that can arise
when a dominant company controls
a critical technology, its inputs and
its distribution; and truly independ-
ent supervision to monitor risk.
Lastly. tackling the challenge of Al
will require confronting our hroader
crisis of governance, The flood of
money in politics greenlit by the Rob-
erts Supreme Court has also distorted
our legislative body, where even pop-
ular, bipartisan initiatives now fail to
pass, or often fail to even get a vote.
Over this same period, our court
system has become increasingly lib-
ertarian on economic issues, with
judges regularly vetoing policies that
would promote economic fairness
and protect Americans from corpo-
rateabuse while going easy on corpo-

rate lawbreaking. Trump's executive
branch has devolved into naked cor-
ruption and stopped enforcing laws
against wealthy interests.

Outsourcing regulation to the Al
companies may prove tempting. But
it would be a clear mistake. Our de-
mocracy cannot surrender the tra-
jectory of these powerful technolo-
gies to a handful of private actors.
We must ensure they ultimately
serve public ends.

Emerging technologies have al-
ways created both opportunity and
peril as society and business adjust to
rapid change. The publicis now awake
to the reality of Al's potentially trans-
formational nature. But the most dan-
gerous reaction would be for Washing-
ton to panic and hand the >leermg
wheel to lhew.-ry smw companies and

executives at Al can

be held personally liable for unlaw-
ful activity, and we already have
criminal laws that address more
egregious forms of corporate law-
breaking. Given the automated hack
of Hugging Face and a series of simi-
lar breaches, enforcers at both the
state and federal levels should im-
mediately hold Al executives ac-
countable for the dangerous and ille-

whose breakneck pace of
development and financial conflicts
led us here in the first place.

Lina M Khan is an associate
professor of law at Columbia Law
School and chair of the Board of
Directors of the NYC Economic
Development Corporation. She was
chair of the FTC from 2021 to 2025
The New York Times
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The dissenting Mahatma

Gandhi’s life reminds us that dissent, when rooted in truth,
non-violence and moral courage, need not weaken a nation

)
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Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much.
Helen Keller

-

Monsoon fell short,
don’t let Goa’s water
security run dry

s the southwest monsoon officially draws to a close, Goa

faces a precarious outlook. The coastal State has just re-

corded its driest monsoon in more than two decades,

ending the four-month rainy season with a staggering

32% rainfall deficit. Goa received only 2,055.4 mm of rain
against the normal 3,007.8 mm. IMD data going back to 1980 confirms
just how disappointing 2026 has been. Nationally, Goa ranks among
the four most rain-deficient states, behind only Manipur, Arunachal
Pradesh and Punjab.

The shortfall persisted throughout the season, peaking at 44% in
September. That has put the State’s water security under considera-
ble strain. Weather disruptions linked to typhoons in the South China
Sea, along with the absence of an offshore trough, have contributed
to an unusually dry season.

Against this backdrop, political assurances do not sound convinc-
ing. Water Resources Minister Subhash Shirodkar and Drinking Water
Minister Subhash Phal Dessai have maintained that there is no imme-
diate water crisis, pointing to major reservoirs such as Selaulim, which
is close to full capacity and currently spilling over. But that’s not the
complete picture. While South Goa’s immediate drinking-water needs
appear relatively secure, other important reservoirs have shown dras-
tic dips last summer, with Anjunem hovering close to critical levels.

The government’s “no reason to worry” stance also depends heavily on
short-term measures rather than natural replenishment. Drawing 40-50
MLD of raw water from abandoned mining pits in Pissurlem and relying
on the interstate Tillari canal as a backup may help bridge the immedi-
ate gap, but neither is a sustainable long-term solution. If dry conditions
continue, these contingency sources could quickly come under pressure.
Even the Water Resources Department’s warnings against unnecessary
water use suggest that the government is aware of the risks. Water availa-
bility today offers no guarantee of security for the months ahead.

Agriculture too is bearing the brunt of the rainfall deficit. Fields
across Goa are experiencing severe moisture stress, compounded by
unseasonably high temperatures. Paddy, the backbone of Goan agri-
culture, is particularly affected. Farmers and experts are warning of
arise in “poll”, a condition in which grain heads fail to fill properly,
directly reducing yields. With crop damage estimated at 35% to 40%
in some areas, the Agriculture Department has ordered a statewide
ground assessment. For rain-dependent crops, the lack of sustained
rainfall could turn months of work into substantial losses.

On the positive side, the State has recognised the need to act early. In
a distinct departure from the usual schedule, the Water Resources De-
partment started impounding water in check dams on September 25—
nearly two months earlier than the traditional late-November timeline.
By closing 400 to 500 bandharas early and adding another 100 struc-
tures, taking the total beyond 500, the administration hopes to capture
as much available water as possible for agriculture and horticulture.

But early closure of check dams is only one part of the answer. Goa
needs a broader, long-term strategy for dealing with increasingly un-
predictable rainfall. That should include accelerating the desilting of
existing reservoirs to recover lost storage capacity, enforcing rainwa-
ter harvesting requirements across commercial, industrial and tour-
ism establishments, expanding micro-irrigation to reduce water loss-
es at the farm level and restoring natural aquifers and village ponds
so that communities are less dependent on centralised reservoirs.

The deficit monsoon of 2026 should be seen as a warning, not mere-
ly a difficult season to be managed through temporary fixes. The State
still has an opportunity to strengthen its water security, but that re-
quires action before another dry season turns today’s warning into
tomorrow’s crisis.

Time to act before we face
Bengaluru-like crisis

Tis is in reference to your article “Goa Records Driest Monsoon”. The report
hould serve as a wake-up call for all of us. We all know the root causes - un-
checked deforestation, concretization, hill cutting and over-exploitation of
groundwater. We do not want to end up like Bengaluru, facing a severe water crisis
in our own Goa. The Government needs to plan and publish a concrete plan on how
it will prevent a water crisis in the coming summer: Spread public awareness on
water wastage and conservation; Regulate mega projects with swimming pools and
water-intensive construction activities accordingly; Implement short-term measures
for water management along with long-term solutions like saving our forests and
protecting water catchment areas. We (citizens) hope to live a life worth the taxes
we pay and not be under constant stress. It is already either food, air and water pol-
lution, bad infrastructure and now we may be staring at a water crisis in summer.

ALWYN FERNANDES, Benaulim
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DR JAIME RANGEL

n the birth anniversary of the Fa-
O ther of the Nation, it is perhaps
fitting to turn our minds to the
teachings of Mahatma Gandhi and, in
particular, to one aspect of his political
philosophy that remains deeply relevant
to India today: The importance of dissent.
In a democracy such as ours, founded
on asecular and liberal Constitution, dis-
sent is not an aberration. It is an essen-
tial part of democratic life. Yet, across the
world and increasingly in India, the space
for dissent appears to be under growing
pressure. Voices that question authori-
ty are often treated with suspicion, and
& : s

is p
hostility towards the nation itself.

Gandhi's own life offers a powerful re-
buttal to such thinking. Mohandas Kara-
mchand Gandhi was, in many ways, one
of history’s most consequential dissent-
ers. His dissent was not born merely of
political ambition but of a deeply held
moral conviction that injustice must be
resisted, and that individuals have a re-
sponsibility to oppose wrong even when
the authority enforcing it is powerful.

It was a personal experience in South
Africa that set him on this path. Gandhi
had travelled there to take up work with
an English company. Having purchased
a first-class railway ticket, he entered
the appropriate compartment and took
his seat. But railway officials, objecting
to his presence because of the colour of
his skin, ordered him to move to a third-
class compartment. Gandhi refused.

He was eventually thrown off the train
by the police. The humiliation he experi-
enced that night at Pietermaritzburg be-
came one of the defining moments of his
life. His experience in South Africa trans-
formed him into an outspoken opponent
of racial discrimination and injustice.

It was also during his years in South
Africa, including his periods in prison,
that Gandhi encountered the writings
of the American philosopher and writer
Henry David Thoreau, particularly his
essay ‘Civil Disobedience’.

When he returned to India in 1914,
Gandhi brought with him not merely
political ideas but a distinctive method
of resistance. He turned his attention
to poverty, caste discrimination, com-
munal divisions and the struggle for in-
dependence. He sought Hindu-Muslim
unity and campaigned against the treat-

Democratic
societies need
disagreement,
but they also
need citizens
capable of
disagreeing
without aban-
doning civility
. and humanity
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ment of sections of society then regard-
ed as ‘untouchables’.

His method was revolutionary pre-
cisely because it rejected violence.
Gandhi called for strikes, protests, boy-
cotts and civil disobedience against
British rule. But he was equally pre-
pared to withdraw a movement if it de-
scended into violence.

During one of his trials, Gandhi ar-
ticulated this principle with character-
istic clarity: “In my humble opinion,
non-cooperation with evil is as mucha
duty as is cooperation with good.”

fortable with criticism. Those who dis-
sent can be mocked, vilified or portrayed
as enemies. As playwright Harold Pinter
observed, “It's so easy for propaganda to
work, and dissent to be mocked.”

The challenge, therefore, is not sim-
ply to defend dissent as a political right
but to understand it as a moral respon-
sibility. A citizen does not cease to be
patriotic merely because he or she
questions the government of the day.
On the contrary, there are moments
when remaining silent in the face of
injustice can itself become a failure of
civic

Perhaps no episode di
ed this philosophy more dramatically
than the Salt March of 1930.

On March 12 that year, Gandhi set out
from Sabarmati Ashram with a small
group of followers to challenge the Brit-
ish monopoly over salt. The salt laws
prevented Indians from freely collect-
ing or selling salt and imposed a tax on
an essential commodity. Gandhi recog-
nised that salt was not merely an eco-
nomic issue. Gandhi walked approxi-
mately 240 miles to Dandi on Gujarat’s
coast. What began with fewer than a
hundred followers grew into a mass
movement as thousands joined along
the route. When Gandhi reached Dandi
on April 5, the Salt March had become a
powerful act of collective defiance.

Dissent is one of the most important
non-violent instruments available to
citizens when they confront injustice
or the abuse of authority. In a democ-
racy, disagreement with a government,
a political party or a particular policy
cannot automatically be equated with
opposition to the nation.

History repeatedly reminds us what
happens when dissent is suppressed.
The twentieth century witnessed the
rise of fascist, communist and military
dictatorships that sought to control pub-
lic thought and silence opposition. The
two World Wars demonstrated the cata-
strophic consequences of allowing au-
thoritarian ambitions to overwhelm in-
stitutions, reason and human freedom.

Even governments that describe them-
selves as democratic can become uncom-

Gandhi's legacy is particularly im-
portant in this regard because he
demonstrated that dissent need not be
driven by hatred. One can oppose an
unjust law without hating those who
enforce it. One can resist injustice while
remaining committed to non-violence.

That distinction is increasingly im-
portant in an age of polarised politics,
instant communication and aggres-
sive propaganda. Democratic societies
need disagreement, but they also need
citizens capable of disagreeing without
abandoning civility and humanity.

As we commemorate Gandhi’s birth
anniversary, his most enduring lesson
may therefore be found not simply in
the political victories associated with
his name but in his insistence that con-
science must remain stronger than fear.

Historian and academic Ramin Jahan-
begloo has written that Gandhi's uni-
versal message can be measured by his
immense influence on forms of dissent
against unjust regimes. In that sense,
Gandhi has become part of what Ja-
hanbegloo describes as the “moral con-
science of humanity”. That conscience
remains relevant. Nations are not
strengthened when citizens are afraid
to question. Democracies do not become
stronger when dissent disappears.

Gandhi's life reminds us that dis-
sent, when rooted in truth, non-vio-
lence and moral courage, need not
weaken a nation. It can be one of the
ways in which a nation remains true to
its highest ideals.
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Diesel buses and not
EV buses for KTC

Goa government's Kadamba Transport
Corporation (KTC) has a proposal to buy
30 diesel buses besides the 10 that
joined the existing fleet of 450 diesel
and 150 EV buses (48 plying in Panaji).
The KTC chairman categorically stated
that no more EV buses would be bought
(TGE Sep 27, 2026). On one hand, the
govemment encourages EV vehicles as
these are non-polluting, ply quite silently
and subsidies are provided. The EV bus-
es have a sleek look exterior and a nice
interior. KTC has its own charging station.
On the other hand, 40 diesel buses have
been procured that will need regular fuel
and also will entail high maintenance
costs. Although government talks about
environmental damages and climate
change due to use of fossil fuels, but for
some unknown reasons itis reluctant to
replace diesel buses with EV ones.

SRIDHAR D IYER, Caranzalem

Strictly monitor effluent
discharges at State IDCs

Goa has at least 19 industrial estates
spread across the State, with several in-
dustries discharging liquid effluents into
rivers, streams and lakes. It is therefore
essential that all such effluents undergo
thorough treatment before discharge to
prevent pollution of our water bodies.
Industries must strictly maintain pre-
scribed standards for pH, chemical
oxygen demand (COD) and biological
oxygen demand (BOD), while ensuring
that soluble and suspended pollutants
are removed. Sewage treatment plants
must also function effectively, as untreat-
ed sewage is already contributing to the
pollution of several rivers. Industrial efflu-
ents can contain synthetic pollutants as
well as inorganic and organic compounds
cantaining heavy metals such as mercury,
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Capt Machchhar symbol of resilience and hope

The world witnessed extraordinary bravery when Captain Smit
Machchhar, an Indian pilot flying Flydubai Flight FZ21 from Dubai
to Tel Aviv, heroically saved 174 lives. Despite being brutally
stabbed by his co-pilot in a shocking mid-air attack, Captain
Machchhar managed to unlock the cockpit and regain control
ofthe aircraft, preventing a potential catastrophe. In the face of
danger, Captain Machchhar’s quick thinking and immense cour-
age ensured the safety of every passenger and crew member on
board. His actions embody true heroism and dedication to duty,
inspiring millions worldwide. This incident reminds us of the
incredible respansibility pilots carry and the extraordinary risks
they sometimes face. Captain Machchhar's bravery deserves
our deepest respect and gratitude. We must honour such heroes
who put lives above all else and reaffirm our commitment to en-
suring the safety of all travellers. Captain Machchhar is not justa
pilot; he is a symbol of resilience and hope.

RONNIE DSOUZA, Chandor

arsenic, lead and chromium. These toxic
substances can be absorbed by fish,
clams, crustaceans and other aquatic

life and eventually enter the human food
chain, potentially causing serious health
problems. The Goa State Pollution Con-
trol Board (GSPCB) must therefore strictly
monitor effluent discharges from every
industry and ensure compliance with
environmental standards.

RS
STEPHEN DIAS, Dona Paula
Regular drills needed Sendyour
for hostile pilots lettersto us
A'x::fmposl the news f{egog ‘P;#othﬁg[igs at editor@
off co-pilot, saves flydubai flight’ (Oc- egoan.net.
tober 1,2026). A cockpit is meant to tl.:ﬂ B nestt
be the calmest room in the sky, so a ers mu:
fight inside it unsettles us more than be 150-200
turbulence ever could. Captain Smit words and
Machchhar, wounded yet unyielding, mention the
helped save 174 lives, including 27 .
children, and India can be proud of him. writer’s “,ame
The passengers and crew who stepped . and location

forward deserve equal thanks. Still, the
account rests largely on Israeli media and
officials, and the co-pilot's nationality
and motive remain allegations, not find-
ings. One person’s act must never stain
an entire community. The wiser lesson is
that locks keep out strangers but cannot
stop trouble already seated inside. Air-
lines should offer confidential counsel-
ling, fearless peer reporting and regular
drills for a hostile pilot, and investigators
should share their conclusions openly.

K CHIDANAND KUMAR, Bengaluru

Longer PUC renewal
period will lessen burden

Air pollution from road transport remains
an important environmental concem

in Goa, as it is across India. Heavy-duty
vehicles such as trucks and buses are
significant contributors to transport-re-
lated particulate pollution, particularly
PMz2.5 emission. At the same time, cars
and two-wheelers collectively form a
large share of the vehicle population.
Against this backdrop, questions have
been raised about the use of Al-enabled
cameras to identify vehicles without valid
Pollution Under Control (PUC) certificates
and issue challans. Reports of a newly
purchased vehicle being issued a PUC-re-
lated challan, despite being within the
applicable exemption period, have also
raised concems. Under the current sys-
tem, a newly purchased vehicle generally
requires its first PUC certificate after one
year. For old vehicles subsequent certifi-
cation is required at six-month intervals.
Alonger renewal period of one year for
vehicles that meet prescribed emission
standards could reduce this compliance
burden. The objective of PUC enforce-
ment should ultimately be cleaner air
and better compliance and not unnec-
essary hardship forresponsible vehicle
owners.

ADELMO FERNANDES, Vasco
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INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN
INDUSTRY. I'T IS A MISSION.

— Ramnath Goenka

IRAQ23 YEARS LATER:
WARIS OVER, BUTITS
CONSEQUENCESAREN'T

WENTY-three years after the United States invaded Iraq,
the last American troops have left. Washington calls
it the end of its military mission; Baghdad terms it
another step towards full sovereignty. But history will
certainly beless forgiving. Iraq was invaded on the claim
that Saddam Hussein of mass destruction,
an assertion that proved false, and the war was declared ef-
fectively won long before its consequences had even begun to
unfold. The famous “Mission Accomplished” moment in 2003
captured the Iraq war’s central illusion: military victory could
be confused with political settlement. The invasion toppled
Saddam Hussein, but it also dismantled institutions, deepened
sectarian divisions, fuelled civil conflict and helped create the
conditions in which the Islamic State could emerge. Lakhs
of Iraqis died, more than 4,500 American service members
were killed and an entire region was thrown into turmoil.

The US left in 2011, only to return three years later when
the Islamic State swept across territory, captured Mosul and
proclaimed its caliphate. No doubt the US-led coalition eventu-
ally destroyed that territorial caliphate. US President Donald
Trump now says there was no reason to turn a temporary
mission into a permanent presence. Yet the distinction
between ending a military mission and ending a multidimen-
sional conflict is vital. The Islamic State has lost its territory,
but extremist networks, sectarian politics, armed militias and
regional rivalries have not disappeared. The larger question
is what fills the space left behind, Baghdad must demonstrate
that its own security institutions can contain both militia
power and the threat of an Islamic State resurgence.
The American withdrawal, therefore. might close one
chapter without guaranteeing a stable next one.

For India, the lesson matters even more. Speaking at the
Asia Society in New York, External Affairs Minister S Jais-
hankar recently stressed that terrorism is one of New Delhi’s
central security concerns. He warned that a partner’s insuf-
ficient understanding of cross-border terrorism can affect
bilateral relations. That is Iraq’s enduring lesson. Terrorism
cannot be defeated merely by taking over a territory. defeating
commanders or changing regimes. Nor can security be out-
sourced indefinitely to foreign armies. The next phase must
focus on capable national institutions, accountable govern-
ments, intelligence cooperation, and a refusal to distinguish
between ‘convenient’ and ‘inconvenient’ forms of terrorism.
Americans have gone home, but Irag’s strategic consequences
will endure in West Asia and far beyond for decades.

ELDERLY NEGLECT REQUIRES
BROADER SOCIAL RESPONSE

NDIA is a bundle of contradictions. Nothing illustrates this

better than the suicide of an elderly couple in a village in

Sangareddy district, Telangana, earlier this week. The

88-year-old man and his 85-year-old wife had transferred

their agricultural land among their three sons, only to be left
uncared for. Reports suggest they had been pushed to the point
of starvation. They jumped into a well to end their misery.
Elderly abuse, rarely highlighted, is growing at an alarming
rate, not just in Telangana but even across the country.

Official data presents a gloomy picture, though it is incom-
plete as many such cases go unreported. The HelpAge India
Survey-2024 says seven percent of the elderly faced active abuse,
mostly at the hands of immediate family members. The social
justice ministry’s 2025-26 report reveals that about 65 percent
of the elderly are financially insecure, directly contributing to
their dependence and, often, abuse. In Telangana, while 2.1
percent of the elderly faced verbal and physical abuse, a
staggering 68 percent were found to be completely neglected.

There is a penchant for enacting laws whenever a problem
arises. They are necessary, but more often than not. follow-up
action leaves much to be desired. The Maintenance and Wel-
fare of Parents and Senior Citizens Act, 2007, allows abused
and neglected senior citizens to approach tribunals with a
fixed time-frame for delivering justice. Section 15 of the
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, too, offers relief. In
Telangana, Chief Minister A Revanth Reddy has been a vocal
advocate of protection and care for the elderly. As in Assam
Telangana has enacted the T Ac -
ity and Monitoring of Parental Support Act, which mandates
salary cuts for government and private employees and elected
public representatives who neglect their parents. The amount
would be deposited directly into the parents’ accounts.

Yet cases of elderly abuse continue to surface, with abandon-
ment being the most prominent. It is an irony that a society that
boasts of being the inheritor of a civilisation that places parents
on the same pedestal as the Divine should witness such neglect.
Ending this social evil requires a cultural and moral renais-
sance. Laws do help, but fear of societal humiliation and lack
of awareness are rendering them almost useless, A continuous
and serious campaign is needed to address these issues.

e QUICK TAKE

EDITORIAL

LN CPN[OIWIGRISY THE NEW INDIAN EXPRESS

PON Xi Jinping’s arrival for a
State visit to the United States
on September 23, 2026, US Pres-
ident Donald Trump personal-
ly went to Joint Base Andrews
to receive the Chinese Presi-
dent. The welcome featured a
red carpet and a military ceremony, in-
cluding an ostentatious bomber flypast.
Itfeltlike déja vu, exceptlast time Trump
travelled to Anchorage, Alaska on Au-
gust 15, 2025 to receive Russian President
Vladimir Putin on the tarmac.

Although the US-China summit that
followed in Washington had more spec-
tacle than substance, the modesty of the
deliverables is the story itself. It contin-
ued a pattern from the Busan and Bei-
jing encounters in October 2025 and May
2026, respectively, where Trump framed
the meetings as ‘G2’ moments.

Economist C Fred Bergsten first float-
ed the idea of a US-China condominium
or G2 in 2005, imagining shared leader-
ship through existing institutions rather
than their abolition. China itself once
promoted the related idea of a ‘new type
of great power relations’, founded on mu-
tual respect for sovereignty and core in-
terests. The present understanding of G2
is less a scheme of institutional co-gov-
ernance than an acknowledgement that
Washington and Beijing possess dispro-
portionate material power, and that deci-
sions between them have consequences
far beyond their bilateral relationship.

Simultaneously, another configuration
exists in the same landscape: a triumvirate,
or troika, rather than a dyad. Moscow
remains materially weaker than either the
USor China ineconomic scale, but it retains
the largest nuclear arsenal on the planet,
enormous military reach and energy
leverage, and a proven capacity to disrupt
the caleulations of stronger economies.

It forces upon us a profound and un-
settling question: as the world wanders,
shocked and grieving, through the
ruinsof the old order, are we witnessing
the birth pangs of a new, more concen-
trated world order? A G2, a duopoly
of American and Chinese power, or
perhaps a G3, a troika that also accom-
modates a revanchist Russia?

G2's allure lies in its simplicity: the
two largest economies, the two most pow-
erful militaries, and the two most conse-
quential technological ecosystems would
agree on a framework for stability, leav-
ing the rest of the world to adapt. It is a
pragmatic, transactional approach that
prioritises managing great-power compe-
tition over the messy, multilateral con-
sensus-building of the post-war era.

For Washington, this is a form of bur-

[ ’[he world is so dreadfully managed.

* one hardly knows to whom to complain Fﬂbank

As Washington and Beijing bargain over global power,
Moscow's continuing weight complicates the picture, leaving
middle powers such as India facing an uncertain new order

POWER OF TWO,
SHADOW OF THREE,
AN ORDER IN FLUX

MANISH TEWARI

den-sharing, a way to manage its relative
decline by ceding some regional hegemony
to Beijing in exchange for stability in the
corearenas of global concern. For Beijing,
it is the ultimate recognition of its status
asapeer competitor, validating its century-
long quest for national rejuvenation. Yet,
for all its apparent logic. the G2 is a pro-
foundly destabilising proposition for the
restof the world. It risks creating a system
of hierarchical control where the interests
of all other nations, from the European
continent to India to Brazil, are subsumed
by the whims and rivalries of the two.

The narrowly expansive alternative
is G3, in which Washington manages
both rivals at once, inverting the logic
Henry Kissinger pioneered in the 1970s,
when the opening to China was
designed to isolate Moscow.

Its central argument is the ‘paradox of

MP, lawyer,formet Union I&B minister
and author of 4 Werld Adift

SOURAY ROY

dual-containment’: Washington's efforts
to confront China and Russia simultane-
ously can encourage greater Sino-Russian
cooperation, increase American strategic
overstretch, and generate alliance fatigue.
In that formulation, Russia is not neces-
sarily a peer competitor to either Wash-
ington or Beijing; it is the disruptive third
vertex whose actions alter the other two’s
calculations. A potential G3 is also a pres-
sure-regulating layer atop three subordi-
nate frameworks in Northeast Asia: US-
Japan-South Korea deterrence,
China-Japan-South Korea cooperation,
and a China-Russia-North Korea axis.
For Moscow, this is a vital path back
to the top tier, a way to transcend its pa-
riah status and reassert its great-power
prerogative, Its ‘no limits’ partnership
with China, as detailed in Global
Affairs, provides the foundational axis

for such a configuration, a shared desire
to counter Western dominance and
reshape the international system.

The Kremlin’s willingness to contem-
plate a trilateral meeting at the Asia-Pacif-
ic Economic Cooperation summit in Shen-
zhen in November 2026, and Trump's
broader interest in dealing personally with
Moscow and Beijing, are bound to raise
questions about whether the old architec-
ture of blocs is giving way to a smaller
geometry of great-power bargaining.

Proponents of this emerging great-
power cooperation argue that it is the
only realistic path to managing an
increasingly fragmented world. They see
itasareturn to the 19th-century Concert
of Europe, where great powers managed
their rivalries and spheres of influence
to prevent a general conflagration.

The shadow of a potential G2 or G3
looms large over the global landscape,
casting a pall over the efficiency and im-
portance of multilateral groupings like
BRICS, G20, the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO), G7, the European
Union and the African Union, based on
which middle powers like India, Japan,
Brazil, France and Egypt aim to build a
multipolar world.

By conceniratingagenda-setting author-
ity in two or three capitals, such constructs
risk converting the G20 from a premier
forum for global economic governance into
a ratification chamber for pre-cooked
great-power bargains; the G7, already a
Western caucus, becomes either a residual
bloc of anxious allies or a venue for coor-
dinating pressure on the excluded; and
BRICS and the SCO are pulled in opposite
directions, simultaneously serving as ve-
hicles for alternative multilateralism and
as arenas where China and Russia seek
to discipline or co-opt the Global South.

Indiaoccupies a rather uncomfortable
position precisely because it does not
fit comfortably into either model. A G2
would raise fears of strategic exclusion;
a G3 would raise them even more sharp-
1y. It is caught between a transactional
Washington that could diminish its
priority, a China with which relations
remain freighted by an unresolved bor-
der and a yawning trade deficit, and a
Russia whose dependence on Beijing
raises the prospect that Moscow can no
Ionger balance Chinese power in Asia on
India’s behalf. New Delhi must focus on
building economic and military weight,
preserving strategic autonomy and
diversified partnerships, and keeping
multilateral groupings as pragmatic
clubs rather than solidified blocs.

(Views are personal)
(manishtewarifl@gmail.com)

WHERE CAMPUSES THINK ALOUD

NDIAN universities have
always been expected to pro-
duce and transmit knowledge.
Increasingly, they are also
expected to build skills and
employability. These are
legitimate concerns, but ones
that have drawn attention away from
what makes a university a university.

One such foundation is freedom:
a place to question ideas and examine
unpopular arguments without anticipat-
ing the preferences of those in authority.
This freedom doesn’t rest only on indi-
vidual teachers’ rights; it depends
on whether their institutions have the
autonomy to protect them.

This is why the Academic Freedom
Index 2026 deserves attention. Prepared
by the V-Dem Institute and Friedrich-
Alexander-Universitat Erlangen-Niirn-
berg, it covers 179 countries, It measures
academic freedom across five dimensions,
including freedom to research and teach,
campus integrity and institutional auton-
omy. India ranks 156th among the 179
countries assessed, placing it in the bot-
tom 10-20 percent bracket globally, below
every South Asian neighbour except Chi-
na. India’s decline has often been met with
a familiar response: that such surveys
reflect Western assumptions and fail to
understand Indian realities. Methodology
may raise questions. But dismissing the
findings as Western bias doesn’t help.
Worse, in the process, we avoid a more im-
portant question: is institutional autono-
my necessary for a university to remaina
place of independent thought? If it is, one
cannot dismiss the issue merely because
the warning comes from outside India.

A professor may, in theory. have the
freedom to teach, conduct research and
express an opinion. But that freedom
difficult to exercise when the

COLD COMFORT

FTER years of complaints about prison heat, incarcerated
/A\wumen in Texas successfully fought for a court order

requiring air-conditioning in all prisons by 2029. It is also a
story about dignity. India’s prisons have a more basic problem:
they are overcrowded, poorly ventilated and increasingly
unbearable in extreme heat. At Tihar, prisoners endure Delhi’s
summer with room-temperature water; cald water requires
acanteen purchase, a doctor’s orders ora court order. Authori-
ties offer lemons and heat-resistant sheets, The irony is painful:
in Udaipur, inmates make air coolers for government depart-
ments, but are barred from using them. The Supreme Court
Thas recognised freedom from climate change’s worst effects as
a fundamental right. Prisons cannot be exceptions.

institution employing them cannot make
basic decisions without external approv-
al. Institutional autonomy does not mean
freedom from accountability; universi-
ties receiving public money must comply
with the law. It means decisions about
academic work and internal administra-
tion should ordinarily be made within
the university, according to clear rules:
What happened last April at Delhi
University illustrates the difficulty. A
senior Hindi professor invited to speak
in New York was asked to submit his
lecture text before his travel could be
approved, and told that his leave
required clearance from the Union edu-
cation ministry. He declined, and the

JOHN J KENNEDY

-

university denied permission. A univer-
sity requiring alecture’s text for approv-
al raises a different question: at what
point does administrative procedure
become scrutiny of academic content?
A similar question arose in Karnataka
inMarch 2026, when the State Open Univer-
sity was directed to postpone an interna-
tional conference after the higher education
department said it had not followed
government protocol. The government then
ordered its cancellation. The conference,
on the ideas of RSS ideologue Deendayal
Upadhyaya, had become politically sensi-
tive; the university eventually held it,
with the Governor inaugurating the event.

Questioning Western bias in

indices that rank India in the
bottom brackets on academic
freedom doesn't entirely resolve
the issue. Recent incidents in

Delhi and Karnataka indicate that
institutions are losing the authority
todiscuss, research and organise.
Reducing political influence over
appointments can be a good start

The two episodes are only representa-
tive: one involves an academic, the other
an institution, but both raise the same
question: who has final authority over
what a university can discuss, research
or organise? Karnataka’s recent debates
over university administration show
how easily autonomy turns into a politi-
cal contest. But changing who controls
appointments doesn't create autonomy.
It may just change who exercises con-
trol; governments across the spectrum
have sought such influence.

Former Professor and Dean,
Chiist (Deemed) University, Bengaluru

Another; less discussed dimension mat-
ters. Academic freedom requires people
willing to question decisions and defend
unpopular positions. Employment inse-
curity makes that difficult. Government
data put the vacancy rate for sanctioned
faculty posts at central universities at
about 25.4 percent in 2025. In Karnataka's
government degree colleges, a High Court
judgement noted that guest faculty han-
dled about 63 percent of the teaching
workload in 440 colleges in 2023-24, with
10,600 guest faculty against 6,100 perma-
nent faculty. Court records show 10,303
guest faculty were engaged in 2025-26.

A teacher with job insecurity is likely
to be more cautious about challenging
administrative decisions than one with a
secure appointment. When authority is
concentrated and employment is insecure,
decisions that could be settled within the
university are more likely to be referred
upwards. Over time, caution can become
partof institutional culture, and academic
freedom may remain formally intact while
the willingness to exercise it diminishes.

The solution has to begin with institu-
tional design. Universities need clear
rules specifying which decisions fall un-
der academic and administrative bodies
and which require government approv-
al, including travel, conferences, visiting
scholars and public events. Government
oversight should be transparent and
rule-based rather than dependent on
an event’s political sensitivity. The
appointment of vice-chancellors and
senior officials also needs greater insula-
tion from political considerations.

The Index raises a different question,
then: whether V-Dem is Western. It is
whether we are willing to ask what a uni-
versity is for. If universities are reduced
to institutions that transfer knowledge
and improve employability. autonomy
may appear secondary. If they are also
places where society thinks aloud and
pursues knowledge without fear, auton-
omy becomes indispensable. India
should not accept an international index
uncritically, but neither should it reject
an uncomfortable finding simply
because it comes from outside.

(Views are personal)
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Drought measures

Ref: Address looming food crisis (Oct 1).
Water availability is diminishing across
regions, while agricultural production relies
on water that is being extracted rather than
replenished. Drought management cannot
focus solely on compensation after crop
failures; instead, irrigation practices must
be more efficient and stricter regulations on
groundwater extraction are necessary.
SinanRasheed, Kozhikode

Trust renewal

Ref: RTI compliance (Oct 1). A government

that fears guestions about custodial deaths

has already answered them. Revoking the

order was wise, but trust is rebuilt by deeds.

Let TVK publish police firing data proactively,

fill the commission’s vacancies and

penalise delays. Secrecy shields the guilty;

transparency protects honest officers, too.
Crishna, email

Learning hurdles

Ref: Burden of teachers (Sep 30). Students,
especially those from economically weaker
sections, depend heavily on classroom
teaching. Diverting teachers to other duties
reduces valuable [earning time. Schools must
arrange for when teachers are on extended
leave and ensure round-the-year training.
‘Tharmaraj T, Thanjavur

Fortifying cockpits

Ref: Inflight terror (Oct 1). Captain Smit
Machchhar's heroism correctly highlights
that aviation safety cannot rely solely on
post-incident bravery. The real issue liesin
systemic gaps in cockpit security and mental
health screening. True safety is achieved
only when the rarely-used preventative
protocols are fully enforced.

Razin Muhammed, Bengalury

Patriarchal rot

Ref: Girl students march (Oct 1, The Morning
Standard). Women in our soclety still live
within a patriarchal framework. Protests and
agitation alone are not enough; exploitation
merely changes form and its perpetrators
change tactics, We must address the root
cause, and that demands a radical approach.

Sumit Sidhant, email

Bowling focus

Ref: Record chase (Oct 1). It was a real run
feast for the spectators ta witness the
second-highest ODI chase. This feat augurs
well for India men's preparations for next
year's World Cup. Bumrah can inarguably
lead the bowling attack, but the spin
department appears to be a weak link.
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“Without fear and without favour”

To fix housing affordability, build more homes

Faced with rising mortgage
costs, governments should
resist stoking d d

by mortgages fixed at ultra-low rates.
Both buffers have since diminished.

For first-time buyers there may be a

silver lining in some markets if higher
e

rates and sluggish

Global economic strains are feeding into
mortgage bills, Across the rich world,
the ongoing sell-off in government
bonds, soaring energy prices linked to
the Iran war and tighter monetary pol-
icy are combining to push up bank lend-
ingrates. Last week, rates on US 30-year
mortgages topped 7 per cent for the first
timein almost two years. In recent days,
Germany's popular 10-year fixed rate
reached its highest since the early
2010s. And as the Reserve Bank of Aus-
tralia raised policy rates to a 15-year
high on Tuesday, its governor warned
households to brace for tougher times,
This time, many homeowners are less
prepared for the squeeze. During the
post-pandemic rate-raising cycle,
h holds had larger savings cushions,

ft.com/opinion

while many borrowers were insulated

house prices. But housing demand
across the rich world generally remains
robust, driven by demographic shifts,
immigration and the pull of job-rich cit-
ies. Homebuilding, meanwhile, is con-
strained by worker shortages, restric-
tive planning rulesand, in the US, tariffs
on building materials. This makes sig-
nificant, sustained price falls unlikely.
In turn, higher mortgage rates will
mostly make it harder for aspiring buy-
ers to get on the ladder. The Australian
central bank’s four rate rises since Feb-
ruary, for example, are estimated to
have reduced borrowing capacity for
the median household by almost
A$90,000 ($65,000).

Governments will face more intense
pressure to boost affordability. So far,
many have leaned on measures to sup-
port demand. US President Donald

‘Trump directed Fannie Mae and Fred-
die Mac to buy mortgage bonds to lower
rates. England’s “Your First Home”
scheme, announced by the Labour gov-
ernment this week, provides govern-
ment-backed equity loans for first-time
buyers, albeit only on new builds. Rent

Aucldand in
New Zealand

has shawn how
easing density
restrictions can
spurhigh-rise

controls and subsidies for struggling  ¢onutrctinn

borrowers are also gaining traction.
Such measures may provide tempo-
rary relief. But by supporting demand
while mostly doing little to increase the
stock of homes, they risk making the
underlying problem worse. Last year,
the US housing supply deficit was esti-
mated to be around 4mn, while Aus-
tralia, Canada and major European

housebuilding targets. The obstacles to
raising supply vary widely, but there are
broad lessons from measures that have
worked elsewhere.

One is to make better use of existing
homes. Lower transaction taxes and
portable mortgages make it easier for
households to move into new properties

and stabilise

prices

and unlock housing chains. Another is
to ease zoning rules and planning
restrictions, particularly in cities where
demand is strongest. Auckland in New
Zealand has shown how easing density

pur higl uc-
tion and stabilise prices,

Targeted affordable housing schemes
could help those most in need. But sev-
eral international studies show that the
private development of more viable,
higher-end homes can ease supply pres-
sures across the market by freeing up
older, cheaper properties for others.
Support for construction apprentice-
ships and greater use of standardised,
modular building techniques can boost
development rates, too.

Governments cannot rely on quick
fixes, or wait for rates and house prices
to fall, to restore affordability for home-
owners and aspiring buyers. Economic
shocks will come and go. Enabling more
homes to be built, while making better
use of those already standing, offers a
moredurable solution.

Opinion Technology

Why we can thumb
our noses at Al

{ you are the sort of person who
worries about privacy, the Al
doomers probably have you in a
headlock right now. OpenAl con-
tractors are reading ChatGPT
conversations and Meta’s cutesy Al
agent Muse is reported to be skipping
past permissions. What you look like
and sound like can already be repli-
cated with ease. ity i i

uploading ourselves on to the cloud by
digitally recording our experiences
too. Evenif you can see and hear every
memory digitally, without taste and
smell they won't be as vivid as the
real thing,

If Al could log, identify and recreate
scents, there would be obvious
commercial gains beyond sci-fi mem-
ory devices. A machine that can
smell disease could become a medical
tool. One that was able to detect
rotten produce could be used by
food manufacturers or agricultural
companies.

But it is proving to be a difficult
process because smell is such a physi-
cal i When we sniff some-

toseem like a quaint idea.

But it turns out there is still one —
rather niche — identifier that remains
yoursalone. The way that you smellis,
in technology terms, a data modality
intowhich Al has made relatively little
headway.

Does this seem like clutching
at straws? Maybe. When a techno-
logy writer told me last month that,
inall seriousness, they now regarded
smell as one of the few bright spots
inaworld of surveillance, it sounded

Our sense of smell
maintains a dividing
line between real
and virtual worlds

like the sort of thing someone would
say when they'd run out of normal
ways to be cheerful. What is there to
gain from being undetectable and
unreplicable in this way? What sort of
aroma-based resistance can you
mount?

Yet in the world of olfactory neuro-
science there are some who take the
idea of not being sniffed out by Al seri-
ously. “I have attributes not digitally
coded,” says Barry Smith, director of
the Institute of Philosophy at the Uni-
versity of London’s School of
Advanced Study. “And I'm happy
about that”

Smith spends a lot of time thinking
about senses. Smell tends to be the
most neglected — or it was until Covid
knocked it out for millions of people.
And it was an academic backwater for
so long that there is relatively little
dataavailable for Almodelstoingest.

Keeping this sense beyond the
bounds of Alis good not just because it
helps us to keep a few shreds of pri-
vacy intact but because it maintains a
dividing line between real and virtual
worlds.

“No matter how good the visuals
and sounds — no matter if you can
movearound a virtual world — we will
never be really immersed in a digital
world if we cannot smell it,” says
Smith. That goes for the notion of

thing (or someone) we are inhaling
tiny little pieces of them. “The smell
which isin me is the fusion of the other
person’s body with my body,” was
Jean-Paul Sartre’s poetic description.
This is either comforting or gross,
depending on your mindset. But while
large language models can simulate
other coguitive faculties, smell is, for
now, the outlier.

Whether it will stay this way is
debatable. Alex Wiltschko, a neuro-
scientist and Al researcher who
spun his start-up Osmo out of Google
Brain, says no. He compares olfactory
intelligence (aka OI) to the early days
of photography, when different meth-
ods of capturing images were being
tested. “How do we quantify the
ephemeral?” he asks, “We know it is
possible, but there are different ways
togoaboutit.”

The barrier standing in the way of a
perfectly accurate Al nose is, Wilt-
schko says, data. For this, Osmo is
building data labelling infrastructure
— “aRosetta Stone from the world of
molecules”. MIT researchers did
something similar with SmellNet, a
database of real-world smells.

It is an enormous job. Research by
Rockefeller University’s Laboratory of
Neurogenetics and Behavior suggests

t humans can sift between mole-
o binati Jetact
atrillion different scents. Compared to
vision, audio and language processing,
our understanding of how we perceive
those molecules is limited. We can
know that a rose contains over 400
distinct odour molecules in various
sizes and configurations without
knowing exactly how we register its
smell.

The last memorable attempt to
reproduce real-world smells was
Smell-O-Vision, a 1960s cinematic
experiment involving puffs of scent
that tended to linger and mingle in
unpleasant combinations. Making a
more sophisticated Al version is still a
work in progress. Digital reproduction
of the way that we smell remains a
philosophical question mark. For now,
only the human nose knows.

elaine.moore@ft.com

Letters

Email: letters editor@ft.com
Include daytime telephone number and full address
Corrections: corrections@ftcom

If you are not satisfied with the FT's response to your complaint, you can appeal

1o the FT Editorial Complaints Ct

Do not let falling birth rates undo school reform in London

‘The problems associated with falling
birth rates are manifold, but that's no
reason to abandon 20 years of a highly
successful education policy.

So in your September 22 report
“London’s schools are running out of
children”, it was depressing to read
Islington councillor Una O'Halloran
complaining that local councils “don’t

have the powers” to ensure that
academy schools do not force other
schools to close by enticing pupils
away. We had that very conversation
with Hackney Council 15 years ago,
when we set up two free schools in the
borough. 1t was as though parents’
preference for a good school (possibly
an academy) over an indifferent one

(possibly run by the council) was
somehow beside the point.

As the latest Pisa results make
abundantly clear, the effect of the
academy and free school programme —
by introducing real competition at the
margin — has been to force all schools
to raise their performance, including
those run by local councils.

Falling fertility rates doesn't change
this fact (for it is surely more than an
opinion). Hackney and other councils
will need to get better at managing
surplus real estate — alas, this too is not
an area in which they have excelled in
the past.

Andreas Wesemann
London W1, UK

Methane offers shipping
its route to a green future

‘When 1 read the headline “How
the shipping industry could make
itself greener” (Report, FT.com,
September 15) I was expecting to read
an informed article, typical of the FT.
Alas, the article looks through a
worryingly narrow lens at only two
future fuels; methanol and ammonia.
Inexplicably, it does not even mention
liquefied natural gas and the methane
pathway that currently is the dominant
ernative maritime fuel.

DNV, the international ship
classification body, recorded 152
methane dual-fuel vessel orders in the
first eight months of 2026, accounting
for almost 90 per cent of the
alternatively fuelled order book. This
tracks with the 2024 record. In
contrast, the order book for ammonia
and methanol vessels is four and two
respectfully. How could the article miss
that obvious fact? Yes, green, emissi

BANX

‘| WANT To RETow THE
Ev THEN LEAVE IT AGAIN "

pathway. It does not exist for ammonia
or methanol and would require billions

free versions of ammonia and
methanol can be produced using bio
waste or renewable electricity sources.
The same is true of biomethane and
e-methane which use the same
feedstocks. Why was that not noted?

Fundamentally, as the article
suggests, “it all comes down to costs™.
‘The global infrastructure already exists
to support LNG and the methane

ini g to
independent industry experts.

The facts are clear. I hope that when
talking about alternative fuels for
shipping in the future you will look at
real trajectories and do not omit the
methane pathway that is currently
viewed as the only practical and
realistic option by the industry itself.
Peter I Keller
Chairman, SEA-LNG, Estero, FL, US

How a marching dispute
could set back Irish unity

When Michelle O'Neill, first minister of
Northern Ireland, was elected she
promised to be a first minister for all.
As part of this approach, she laid a
laurel wreath at the Cenotaph outside
Belfast City Hall during official
Remembrance Sunday
commernorations. This was a first fora
senior politician of Sinn Féin, the
political wing of the IRA who have now
decommissioned their arms, because
Remembrance Sunday pays tribute to
all fallen British personnel, which
includes members of the SAS British
special forces and the Royal Irish
Constabulary, the state police force

during the Irish war of in

The woman whose maths
put John Glenn into orbit

Sarah O'Connor’s column made me
think about why I sometimes resent
meetings (“A meeting a day keeps the
robots away”, Opinion, September 29).

Usually it is not the meeting itself T
resent bul going into one without
knowing why my presence matters —
and sometimes coming away still
wondering.

O'Connor’s point that computer-
based work will continue to need
human expertise brought to mind
Hidden Figures. The 2016 film about
Black women mathematicians at Nasa
dramatises a real episode before John
Glenn's orbital flight. Nasa’s new

had caleulated his

the 1920s.

If the first minister and colleagues
envision a future where the istand of
Ireland is united, the traditions of all

ities should be dand
in that spirit instead of opposing an
Orange Order march in Portadown she
should be permitting it to march down
the Garvaghy Road as long as it is done
in a peaceful and respectful manner to
local residents (Report, September 27).
Entrenched views that don't respect
other traditions will set the prospect of
Irish unity back decades.
Brian Walsh
Dublin, Ireland

trajectory, but Glenn asked Katherine
Johnson to check the figures and said
he would be ready to fly if she
confirmed them.

The familiar warning that Al can
make mistakes and that important
information should be checked gives
that episode new relevance.

Meetings may indeed help keep the
robots at bay. But so too may the.
person still glued to the screen when
they are checking and confirming the
accuracy of Al's output and taking
responsibility for the result.

Barbara

Dublin, Ireland
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Floundering
across the
Bosphorus

by John Paul Rathbone

reen and silky; cool and
surprisingly clean. Those
were my first thoughts
after Ijumped into the
Bosphorus at 10am ona
Sunday morning, clutching an orange
safety buoy. My goal, along with 2,400
others, was to'swim from Asia to the
European side of Istanbul. Who knew
transcontinental travel could be
50 . . . close. Iimagined the 6.5km
would be easy: the strait’s famous
current would simply whoosh me
along. Foolish me! My heart was
racing, my shoulders ached, nothing
was going swimmingly, and I was just
500 metres in.
The sea has always gripped my
imagination, its sensuous feel and
TRy RS v |

summer holidays. And while Istanbul

iis far less exotic than many imagine, swimmers seemed far away. I felt a
even today in early autumn the cool thread on my right shoulder; it
Bosphorus looks irresistible from the ‘was the current. I swam into the
city’s hilltops, where the vistas are so ‘middle of the strait and flipped on to
open and gran. Its sparkle and my back as the Fatih Sultan Mehmet
freshness are a siven invitation to Bridge passed over me. If I was going
plunge in. So 1 signed up for its 38th to fail, at least 1 would savour
annual Cross-Conti | race. 1 flound 1al d crawl with

‘might be swept through the Marmara
and Mediterranean seas (towhere?
‘The mind boggled: Egypt?). A century
ago, Anita Grew swam the Bosphorus”
full 19-mile length, accompanied by
her father, the US ambassador, in a
rowboat. He played “I'm Following
You" on a gramophone, a romantic
flourish to their genteel excursion.
Anita remarked afterwards: “It was a
pleasant swim.” What could possibly
go wrong, I thought?

About 15 minutes in, I choked on
some chop and stopped to tread water.
1lifted my goggles to look around. A
red Turkish flag billowed from a high
ridge, above the Rumeli Hisan fortress
from which Mehmed the Conqueror
‘invaded Constantinople. The water
was streaked by milky rays of light,
and the orange buoys of other

trained, a bit — egged on by Esra, a
friendly swimming instructor who
sent me emoji-laden text messages to
swim further, faster. On race day, the
Bosphorus was closed to the
thousands of shadow fleet tankers,
tugboats, ferries and pleasure cruisers
that normally ply the waterway. The
oldest swimmer was 84, the youngest.
15, and rescue boats were stationed
along the course — including beyond
the finish line to retrieve anyone who

breaststroke and sidestroke — even.
backstroke, until I bumped into
someone and realised | was going the
‘wrong way. Istanbul is an enemy to
nostalgia, because it is always
changing. It is also monstrously big.
But from the eye level of the
Bosphorus the skyscrapers faded from
view, and the city acquired a soft sense
of majesty. Even Camlica Mosque, a
colossal concrete structure that

opened in 2019 with room for 63,000

worshippers, looked gallant in the
mid-morning sun. At Arnavutkdy,
where the strait kinks and widens, a
young woman suddenly popped up
beside me. Bobbing in the water, we
talked fora while about
inconsequential subjects, like
strangers at a cocktail party. “Well,”
she concluded, “enjoy your swim,"
and then disappeared with a flick of
her limbs. Heartened, ! ploughed on.
Eventually I saw the flashing lights of
the landing stage, and cut towards the
European side. Then the Bosphorus
played a trick. One of its currents —a
nasty undertow — surfaced against
me. Even Muhammed Yayuz Selim
Oguz, who won the race in 51 minutes,
complained afterwards about the
unpredictable currents that caught
‘him in reverse flows.

An hour and 36 minutes after
jumping in, I hauled myself out of the
water, 84th out of 86 in niy age group.
When Lord Byron swam the
Hellespont, farther down the Turkish
Straits, he wrote: “I plume myself on
this achievement more than I could
possibly do any other kind of glory.”
But I was no feathered plume. I felt
like a shipwreck.

Instead of Byronic triumph, what
stays with me more is a new sense of
intimacy with Istanbul. That, and my
surreal midstream encounter with
another swimmer. I think she said
her name was Marina. But my ears
were clogged with seawater, so 1 can't
be sure.

johnpaul.rathbone@ft.com
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Alexander
Gabuev

Europe can frustrate Russias hybrid war

into Kyiv's secure rear. The Kremlin
wants toremove this safety margin,
The second reason is revenge. The
Russian state is aware that hundreds
of thousands of its servicemen have
been killed by weapons and munitions
supplmd or paid for by Europe, and

uropean pol are
scrambling Ior aresponse to
deter Russia’s escalating
hybrid campaign. Unfortu-
nately, there is virtually no
way to fully discourage the Russian
security state from trying to hit targets
on the continent that are linked to mili-
tary support of Ukraine. What Europe
needs is a defensive toolkit to disrupt
the attacks, clear thinking on how to
build leverage vis-a-vis the Kremlin,
and a path to establish guardrails with
Russia.

From the Kremlin's viewpoint, there
are at least three reasons for intensify-
ing its hybrid war against Europe. First,
many European arms producers are
working to supply Moscow’s enemy, and
some facilities bolstering Ukraine’s
defence-industrial base are located on
the continent. This has turned Europe

supplied by Nato.
On mp ofthat, Ukraine has been intensi-
fying its campaign against Russia’s
war economy and supporting infra-
structure, All these losses are ultimately
the result of Vladimir Putin’s own sense-
less decision to invade Ukraine but lead-
ers in Moscow do not take this into
account for obvious reasons. [nstead,
there are myriad bureaucratic incen-
tives to show Putin that his secret serv-
ices are busy making Ukraine and
Europe pay.

Finally, there is hope in the Kremlin
that the Europeans will eventually
abandon Ukraine because their govern-
ments will be put under pressure by vot-
ers who are agnostic about Kyiv's fate.
So far, these hopes have proved futile.
But even if Russia’s hybrid campaign
doesn't ultimately engineer a change of

i towards ine,

disrupt European military supplies and
revenge are strong enough motivations
forthe Russians to carry on.

Some European policymakers are
calling for direct offensive responses to
all this because, they say, Russians only
understand the language of force: if they
are hit hard enough, they will back off.
This logic mirrors the Kremlin’s under-
standing of the west, which means

What is needed isa
defensive toolkit to disrupt
the attacks and a path to
establish guardrails

that bothsi find th a
path of uncontrolled escalation in a
domain where language for escalation
management does not exist — unlike the
cold war’s nuclear or conventional
domains. Both sides would then be just
one mass-casualty event away from a
different world.

But there are other ways Europe can
manage the Russian challenge in an

effective, resolute and careful manner.
Nato is already doing a good job of dis-
rupting the Russian attacks. However,
Europe can step up its efforts to boost
domestic security tools. As the conti-
nentembarksona ional invest-

sharpening the offensive toolkit.
Europe can discreetly signal to Moscow
that every hostile action will have a
price — and that every Russian attack
will result in additional European sup-
port for Uk operations. Europe

ment in its security and military capac-
ity, some of these resources should be
spent on domestic needs: beefing up
under-resourced police, counter-intelli-
gence and counterterrorism agencies
and enabling closer co-ordination
between these three branches.

Europe is entering a dangerous period
in which many of its younger citizens
may be organically radicalised by the
images continuously coming out of the
Middle East and Africa — and then
exploited by terrorists or adversarial
states like Russia and Iran. The conti-
nent did a good job !acldmg this in the

can try to use that as leverage to bring
the Kremlin into a discussion about
guardrails in the hybrid domain. While
it’s uniikely that the Russians will aban-
don their attacks altogether, they may
be pressed into discussing sets of civilian
targets — for example, purely civilian
airports — that should be off limits for
all sides. This would reduce the poten-
tial for mass-casualty events.
Scepticism is understandable among
Nato professionals who may believe
that such discussions would be a waste
of time given the Kremlin's disregard for
human life, and the low level of trust

wake of 9/11, and a similar
effort is needed. Modern technology,
particularly Al will be a powerful ally,
and if policymakers are concerned
about the reliability of the US, Europe
has its own companies that can help to
makeit safer.

Focusing on defence doesn't preclude

between intellig services. But try-
ing to talk the Russians into limitations
from a position of strength must be
explored despite the risk of failure. It
may save lives,

The writer is the director of the Carnegie
Russia Eurasia Center in Berlin

Burnham,
the honest
stagnationist

POLITICS

Janan
Ganesh

he prime minister breaks

the omerta at last. It is a

braveact. He tells an ageing

nation that pensions are too

expensive at their current
rate of increase. How true and how over-
due. Here is a chance to lighten the tax
burden on those in work. Andrew Mur-
ray Burnham, man of destiny, govern-
ing from the world’s first industrial city:
unchain Britannia.

Oh. The cash is going on social care,
specifically for the elderly. This will bea
fiscal transfer from the retired to the
retired. Burnham envisages a whole
new arm of the welfare state for them,
modelled on the NHS. (That is the NHS
which is forever in need of being
“saved”, according to Labour. A per-
verse thing to emulate, but there we
are,) As the pension reform is small and
the social care plan big, there is an
implied tax rise, not a cut.

As ever with Britain, the wonder is not
that it grows at just 1.3 per cent per year
but that it manages even that much.

What is there to be said for Burnham?
At least he does not pretend to care
about growth. There is a refreshing can-
dour about his indifference to this
(admittedly paramount) issue. Sir Keir

Starmer felt the need to pretend, which
led to extreme disillusion when he
raised taxes and red tape on business.
The last few Conservative prime minis-
tersextolled economic dynamism in the
abstract while favouring pensioners,
gumming up the planning system and
spurning the vast single market on Brit-
ain’s doorstep.

hamis afairly honest
ist. Until such time as Britain suffers an
acute economic crisis, he would rather
pursue left-liberal aims than growth,
which might after all entail deregulation
and other forays outside his comfort
zone. Besides social care, a big item in
his speech in Liverpool on Tuesday was
reform of Britain’s majoritarian voting
model. A man who spends scarce time
and political capital on this wh\le his
country borrow: y than
Greece is letting you know who he is.
Even when he argued for unpicking
Brexit, he framed it as a means of
controlling immigration as much as a
spurtotrade.

Asked about a third runway at Heath-
row, which could be an economic tonic,
Burnham’s line is that it is “a matter for
London”, as if he were not prime minis-
ter for London. He still says things like
“UK plc", which is the kind of 1990s
flannel that someone of a certain age
with nil interest in business would rote-
learn to get through a speech or inter-
view. What he calls his “theory of
growth” is so sparse that I double-
checked the transcript of the speech for
a

page.
This is just not what moves him. His

inner self comes out in blurted, half-
withdrawn remarks. Britain should
rejoin the EU. A group called th: Waspi
women, who were forarise

Of course, Burnham would rather
that GDP expanded at 3 per cent per
annum. But whether a government

in the pension age, deserve compensa-
tion. Britain should not be “in hock” to
bond markets, whatever that means.
National security must not come before
social security. Football fans should
be freetotake beers to their seats. Burn-
ham is pragmatic enough to let these
statements die a natural death when
crities poke holes in them. But notice
the theme: not one is to do with growth.
(Even his case for the EU was that he
liked *unions of all kinds™: togetherness
was the point, not wealth.) What was
until recently seen by all as Britain’s
central problem is not that much on
hismind.

A Labour government
exists to steer cash to/its
own people until economic
waters close over it

his never the question. The
question is whether it wants growth
more than it wants other things: equal-
ity, sovereignty, climate goals, low
immigration. The US, a dynamo this
past decade, does not have a growth
strategy. What America has, when it is
faced with trade-off after specific trade-
off, isagrowth preference.

1f Britain’s answer is that other things
matter more, there is no dishonour in
the choice, as long as people accept the
consequences of economic torpor. The
dishonour is in the pretence: in the
decade-long sham of prioritising growth
but not really. It wasn't even good for
the governments who practised the
deceit, as it deprived them of strategic
direction.

So welcome the new candour. A
Labour government exists to steer cash
to its own people until the economic
waters close over it. Burnham, unlike
Starmer, hardly pretends otherwise. His
relaxed charisma, which was not there

earlier in his career, might even come
from being open about his tribalism.
(As a normal bloke, Burnham does nor-
mal things, such as join professional
Labour politics at 24 and remain there
at 56.) He hasn't the shiftiness of some-
one feigning interest in people unlike
himself. It is for Conservative leader
Kemi Badenoch and others to build a
winning coalition out of the voters he is
taxing. Some will ask her what the hard-
estof Brexits has gained them.

The telling phrase in Burnham’s
speech was “good growth”. Notice that
qualifier, for there are two decades of
national ic decline i

How to escape
the low-pay,
low-productivity
jobs trap

Sangheon
Lee

he broken link between

economic growth and

employment is now widely

recognised. Too often,

structural transformation
has failed to create enough work, espe-
cially for young people in developing
countries such as Rwanda and Ethiopia,
who are having a tough time gaining a
foothold in the labour market.

‘The problem is not just that there are
too few jobs but that too many are low
quality: informal, unprotected, low pro-
ductivity, low pay, offering little oppor-
tunity to learn or move up. Some 2.1bn
workers (around 58 per cent of the glo-
bal workforce) remain in informal
employment. More worryingly,
research indicates that the gradual
reduction of informal jobs associated
with economic growth has stalled in
recentyears,

There is a common assumption that
when jobs are scarce, countries must
choose between more jobs and better
ones. Job quality, it is argued, can come
later. But this mistakes short-term
necessity for strategy.

Low-quality jobs may absorb surplus
Iahour but they can also weaken skills,

ivity, demand and resili In
s0 doing, Lhey diminish the founda-
tional capacity to generate more and
better jobs. This poorly understood
dynamic is clearest when it comes to
educationand training.

Economic transformation requires
workers to keep improving their abili-
ties. But they are more likely to do so
when new skills are rewarded through
better pay, greater security or prospects

Informal employment may

absorb surplus labour but
it can also weaken skills,

productivity and resilience

for advancement. When this link is frag-
ile, workers have less incentive to invest
in training, companies have less pres-
sure to upgrade and economies risk
being stuck in low-productivity compe-
tition,

Once again, this is a particular prob-
lem for young people whose first jobs
often shape not only their income but
their expectations, abilities and trust in
the future, Al and other new technolo-
gies only make the issue more urgent.
Without better jobs that allow workers
tolearn, adapt and share in productivity
gains, tech advances may end up deep-

i e Ao

within it. A country that has under-
performed since the financial crash is
open to growth — how gracious of us —
aslongasit is not distasteful or unjust in
some ill-defined sense. The growth
must also touch “every postcode”, as if
that ever happens anywhere. The hau-
teur, the almost regal choosiness, is
majestic. And they say that Britain has
lost its pride.

Jjanan.ganesh@ft.com

Britain needs to do more to support its

David
Lammy

that the US plans to ban cutting-edge,
open Chinese Al models, citing security
concerns and 1P theft, and thus force its
alliesto follow suit.

This would knock the legs out from
under the European Al start-up scene
and foreclose the faint hope of a genuine

keth in dipl on the sub-

sforej, y, many of

my counterparts wounld

come to me saying they

wanted to “do Al with Brit-

ain”. At the time I was only
able to direct them to the Al Security
Institute, a state research organisation.
This was in sharp contrast to how the
Americans or the French handle such a
request, which is by pointing people
straight to companies like Palantir or
Mistral.

It was thus an astute move by Andy
Burnham to announce at the United
Nations last week that he wanted to put
Alatthe heart of Britain’s chairing of the
G20 next year.

But to do so will be a challenge.
Despite the smiles at the recent US-
China state dinner in the White House,
geopolitical tensions are rising. One
looming flashpoint comes from reports

jectatthe G20. Martin Casado, a partner
at Andreessen Horowitz, has said that
when entrepreneurs walk through the
VC firm’s doors there is a high chance
they are using a Chinese open-weight Al
model. The reason is cost. According to
Vercel’s Al Gateway Production Index,
these models cost roughly one-tenth of
their average American counterparts.

China is also aggressively promoting
them. Knowing full well that every tech-
nology of tomorrow, from autonomous
cars to automated factories, will be run-
ning on Al the Chinese want to become
the default model provider around the
world. This will allow them to escape US
export controls on critical components
like chips by binding alliés more closely
tothe Chinese stack.

There are genuine security concerns
about these Chinese open-weight mod-

els such as DeepSeek’s or the Alibaba
Qwen series, and US agencies allege that
‘many Chinese companies have inappro-
priately trained their models on Ameri-
can Al at industrial scale, using proxies
and fake accounts to breach their terms
of service.

But they arealsoa ial threat

own tech companies

working with Chinese Al models and
every British company that relies on
some aspect of Microsoft, Google or
Amazon — which is pretty much all of
them — and is also trying to use Chinese
Al will struggle to operate. Such a ban
would be an lmmenxc setback to the

to the US. Why pay for an expensive

The prime minister should
plan to avoid a US ban
on Chinese Al that
would divide the world

American Al company subscription if
‘you can just use a cheap Chinese model,
as Airbnb does, or adapt one, as Thom-
son Reuters has? According to Open-
Router, a service used to access Al mod-
els, Chinese models have sat above 30
per cent of US companies’ token usage
since February 2026,

The risk is mounting. All the White
House hasto do is decree that American
software and cloud providers cease

com-
[xmlesuseC" ight models,

to external pressure. There are extraor-
dinary companies like Fuse, which is
working on our energy grid, Era4, which
is building data centres, or Fractile and
Olix, which are building chips.

We've made huge strides in launching
the UK's Sovereign Al fund this year,

Similarly, workers with protection
against health and income risks can bet-
ter cope with shocks and remain in the
labour market. There is therefore a
strong economic case for investing in job
quality through slkills, social protection
and support for productive small and
medinm-sized enterprises as part of
strategies to avoid the low-pay, low-
skill. low-productivity trap.

But decent jobs also create social and
non-financial value for workers, fami-
lies and communities. They shape per-
sonal identity, stability, health, educa-
tion and trust. Poor-quality jobs, by
contrast, can impose wide-ranging hid-
den social costs. Markets may not
always recognise all of the positive
externalities that come from high-
quality employment, so it must be a job
for policymakers.

This echoes Indian economist
Amartya Sen’s idea of development as
the expansion of people’s real freedoms.
and capabilities, Work matters because
it can enlarge (or restrict) people’s abil-
ity to plan, learn, participate and move
forward. These capnbllmcs can only be

which has invested in 18
including the British Al giant Demis

including frontier Al developer Mistral,

That is why Burnham needsa planto
avoida US ban on Chinese Al thatwould
divide the world. This requires a three-
part strategy.

First, the prime minister should
developadiplomatic plan with our allies
to present to President Donald Trump,
as we did in developing the Coalition of
the Willing for Ukraine. Taking the
Americans at their word about security
and IP concerns, such a coalition should
propose turning the UK's Al Security
Institute into a collective allied regula-
tor that can assess whether Chinese
open-weight models pose a threat, with
atransparent, mutually designed proc-
essabout the repercussions of a ban.

Second, we need to invest more in
British Al so that we are not vulnerable

Hassabis’s Al drugs venture, the effi-
cient-compute company Callosum, and
the new Al lab Ineﬁable lnlelllgence

dtivated by sy and
investment injob quality.

The renewed focus on employment
by global financial institutions, such as
the Warld Bank’s ]obs agenda, is there-

Th
British Al capacity and the Foreign
Office must promote them.

AsIsaw in government, when the US
abruptly banned the use of Anthropic’s
latest models, the White House can take
us by surprise. A ban on Chinese open-
weight models would be far more thana
temporary suspension of access. Burn-
ham can get ahead of this by proposinga
way to address security concerns while
also building up a British technology
stack that leaves us less vulnerable to
coercion by either friend or foe.

The writer is a Labour MP and former
foreign secretary

for pportunity.

But it should not stop at countingjobs.
Development finance needs to ask
sharper questions: whether the jobs it
supports raise productivity, improve
pay and prospects, build skills,
strengthen workers’ voices and eventu-
ally create social returns.

Development policy should be built
on the real possibility of progress, not
desperation. Continued reliance on
poor-quality jobs will ultimately
weaken the very process on which
future economic growth depends.

The writer is chiefeconomist at the Interna-
tional Labour Organization
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Maybe Britons sh

One of
Britain’s
favorite
national
pastimes
is hurting
as well as
helping.

Lia Leendertz

BRISTOL, ENGLAND I[n early autumn the
light falls low and golden across my
garden, illuminating the panes of the
emptying greenhouse and picking out
crab apples and the pear tree's turning
leaves.

It would normally be time for me to
get the bird feeders out and fill them
with goodness: fatty peanuts and
nutritious seeds to keep tiny bird bod-
ies warm and healthy through the cold
autumn and winter days and nights.
Most years my garden becomes a
theater of delicate, fluttering wings on
frosty mornings, squabbles at the
feeder in the snow, and an ever-chang-
ing roll call of avian visitors through
the dark months. They provide endless
entertainment and the warm glow of
feeling like I am saving little lives.

This year, however, | am thinking
twice. It has become apparent that one
of Britain’s favorite national pastimes
may actually be hurting as well as
helping. An epidemic of the parasite
that causes the disease trichomonosis,
which thrives on damp birdbaths and
feeders and is deadly to birds, has
devastated the population of certain
species in Britain by more than 60
percent. This year the Royal Society for
the Protection of Birds released new
guidance asking people to restrict
feeding between May and October, and
to take steps to contain the spread, like
regular cleaning and not using flat
feeders, if feeding in winter.

The guidance prompted some soul-
searching in a country in which more
than half of households feed garden
birds, Estimates vary widely, but be-
tween us we put out between 50,000
and 150,000 tonnes (up to about 170,000
tons) of seeds, nuts and fat, spending
an estimated 334 million pounds, about
$440 million, a year — about twice as
niuch as the rest of Europe combined.

We do this for the birds, but also, of
course, for ourselves. For those quiet
moments with nature in our busy,
distracted lives. But how hard would it
be to drop the habit if it turned out to
he harmful? If we are truly a nation of
hird lovers, shouldn’t we be able to put
their welfare above our enjoyment of
them?

IT BEGAN WITH HATS. [n the Victorian era,
large, brightly colored exotic feathers
and even whole birds were so sought
after as hat decorations that several
hirds of paradise were driven to the
edge of extinction. Emily Williamson, a
34-year-ald solicitor’s wife and, it
turned out, pioneer of ethical consum-
erism, fought back. Apparently ignored
by the all-male British Ornithologists’
Union, she founded an all-female Soci-
ety for the Protection of Birds from her
home in Didsbury, Manchester, in 1889
(the royal charter came later, in 1904).
From the beginning, the R.S.PB. was
practical, caring and hands-on — initial
members signed a declaration that
they would not participate in the exotic
plumage trade. Victorian society was to
be asked to consider birds as some-
thing deserving of care, rather than
merely decorative. The winter of 1890~
91 was unusually severe, with tem-
peratures as low as 1 degree Fahren-
heit. Letters and articles in newspa-
pers urged readers to put out food for

ould leave the b

irds alone

the birds to help them survive the
freeze, and they did. Britons found
they could save birds through their
actions, and enjoy the tiny beneficia-
ries that thrived in their gardens. It
was irresistible. A national pastime
was born.

By some measures, this feeding has
been a triumph. The average bird
feeder is visited by a wide variety of
species. Goldfinches — lively birds
with yellow wing patches and bright
red faces — were once rare garden

visitors but have become more com-
mon. Great-spotted woodpeckers come
to peanut feeders in the suburbs. This
proximity to nature is at least partly
responsible for creating a nation of
bird lovers that signs petitions, funds
reserves and notices absences when
they occur. More than half a million
Britons contribute to the annual Big
Garden Birdwatch, a survey of garden
wildlife, and the R.S.PB. is still one of
the largest nature conservation chari-
ties in Europe.

But as elsewhere, the bigger picture
remains grim. Habitat loss, mainly
driven by agriculture, has meant that
the farmland bird population has de-
clined by around two-thirds since 1970
and woodland birds by about a third.
Certain species, like the willow tit and
spotted flycatcher, have declined by
more than 90 percent. We have built
‘what might be the most

Canada, almost 30 percent of birds
have disappeared since 1970.)

The scientists Jack Shutt and Alex-
ander Lees, in a 2021 review titled
“Killing With Kindness," argued that
dumping thousands of tonnes of non-
natural food into a country the size of
Britain is likely to have had profound
consequences that we have never

Mr. Shutt’s own

bird-feeding culture on earth, while
presiding over a decline in the overall
population. (In the United States and

found garden food to be the common-
est item in the diets of blue tits, even
LEENDERTZ, PAGE 10
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Writing isn't as important as we think

If I do not
treat writing
as essential
for achieving
thought, itis
not clear why
I should force
my students
to.

Joe Cruz

Most college professors I know believe
that students learn to think — criti-
cally, creatively, reflectively, tena-
ciously — only by writing. At Williams
College, where | am a professor, writ-
ing skills are among the very few
general education requirements.

It’s no surprise, then, that universi-
ties see artificial intelligence as an
existential threat, and have launched
an arms race of countermeasures:
more proctored essay exams; test-
taking rooms shielded from the inter-
net; requirements that essays be
composed on platforms that track all
edits, so the word-for-word genealogy
can be verified. I've heard professors
rejoicing when they see typos or gram-
matical errors in an essay, as if they
proved that a student wrote it without
any help from AL

But what if we are mistaken in treat-
ing writing as the highest cultivation of
thought? The evidence that supports
this belief is thin at best. Writing can
be useful cognitive scaffolding for
memory and self-regulated learning,
but the notion that it is the best
process for developing thinking skills
is a fairly recent idea, traceable to the
1970s writing-across-the-curriculum
movement.

In 1980, James Britton, an educator,
hypothesized that we discover what
we think in the act of writing. “Hypoth-
esized” is the correct word here, since
Mr. Britton’s anecdotal and introspec-

tive suppositions never amounted to
proof of a stronger claim, and studies
since have been limited or inconclu-

sive.

In Plato’s “Phaedrus,” Socrates offers
a startling criticism of writing. Written
words, he claims, are not the true
children of knowledge, because writing
cannot speak, answer questions or
come to its own defense. Only through
conversation among minds, he sug-
gests, does reason yield real insight.
For the past two millenniums, this
appraisal has seemed like a failure to
appreciate the power of writing. But
perhaps Socrates was right, and we
think best by speaking, answering and
defending our ideas.

1 don't rely on prepared scripts when
I'teach, and few of the teachers 1 most
admire do. Instead, I engage my semi-
nar students through messy, searching
conversation, responding to their pres-
ence in the classroom to gauge
whether we're understanding one
another. I want to make new connec-
tions in the immediacy of our back-and-
forth. T want to recall a thread from two
class meetings ago spontaneously and
weave it into my improvised lecture
while snapping into new ways of think-
ing about it in the moment.

If the only way that I could teach my
courses was to sculpt written para-
graphs, I'm not sure I would actually
know the material. If I do not treat
writing as essential for achieving
thought, it is not clear why I should
force my students to.

Writing assignments serve practical
needs of colleges and universities.
‘When we receive a batch of 10-page

sl s LﬁiLk\

essays, we can take them home, read a
few, put them aside and grade the rest
when the opportunity arises. If our
minds wander, we can reread the prose
before us. If we need to justify a grade,
we can cite the record. Writing is a
portable, compact trace of mind that is
more manageable in a bureaucracy
than is a conversation. But none of
these conveniences is about develop-
ing the best thought.

Last semester I permitted my stu-
dents to use A.L tools on their final
essays in accordance with specific
guidelines. They then had a 45-minute
oral exam in which I could audit their
understanding of their claims and
push them further in their analyses.
was reassured by the results. In no

‘DUMEDLSMALATA AEFARATA!

case did I suspect that an A.L. had
written a student’s paper in the sub-
stantive, objectionable way that we are
all concerned about. The students
were all too sharp on the ideas, too deft
in reconfiguring their thoughts and

ing them i M

defense or a group discussion. It will
take courage to demand that students
demonstrate active, participatory
mastery of ideas. And it will take
courage on their part to abandon the
safe recursion of revision and narra-
tive refinement. To be sure, there will
be challenges of scale, and not every
kind of institution will be able to adapt.
The benefits, however, may be enor-
mous.

Pursuing an alternative path where
we think aloud together, vigorously
and sharply, won't yield a world in
which nothing is written. Socrates was
wrong if he was suggesting that there
should be no writing at all. Writing has
an important function: It summarizes
and compresses our thoughts into a
shareable, durable medium. Writing
remains an essential life skill, and we
will continue to do it. AL will write
summaries of our thoughts and may
contribute some of its own. But we
shouldn’t always force students to
maintain a written record of knowi-
edge. Universities have forgotten that
archiving and thinking are separate.

Consider what we might gain if we

ore-
over, at least half of the class was more
agile, more reflective and clearer
during oral exams than they were in
their papers.

I believe colleges can permit the use
of A.L writing tools without undermin-
ing the next generation of thinkers.
But to get there, we need to embrace a
different image of a university educa-
tion — one in which ideas are ex-
pressed in real time and analytical
thought unfolds as a debate or an oral

speaking more and carrying
around the resources of mind through
our own attention, memory and en-
gagement with one another. We may
end up spending less time isolated,
gain more practice resolving disagree-
ment and find ourselves a clearer
sense of what we believe. This is the
moment to claim critical thought back.

JOE CRUZ is the chair of the philosophy
department and the program on cogni-
tive science at Williams College.
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Hackers could overwhelm
power grids. Let’s stop them.

Harry Krejsa
Phoebe Benich

grids, keeping local services operating
in a crisis while the wider system
recovers.

The fly in the ointment is that many
of the modern energy technologies
critical to and national secu-

The Chinese government has spent
years preparing to attack the infra-
structure underpinning American life.
It is exploiting the seams in the U.S.
electricity system and has likely posi-
tioned hackers to cause sustained
blackouts. While China's leaders have
s0 far practiced restraint, artificial
intelligence is poised to upend that
fragile balance.

America's A.L boom, and the indus-
try’s voracious appetite for electricity,
makes the grid a highly attractive
target for China and other hostile
states seeking to weaken the United
States. The boom has also created a
wholly novel threat in the form of
powerful AL agents, which may hack
better and faster than the Chinese
government is able to and may also be
undeterred by the threat of conven-
tional war.

The United States must reinvent its
electrical grid to protect against these
evolving threats. That means adopting
energy technologies that can be swiftly
patched and building a more distribut-
ed grid that can quarantine and control
— disruption and keep

The Trump essential services
fmini . running if the wider
e grid goes down.
should build The industry
astronger capable of deliver-
alliance with ing on all these
clean energy benefits may be a
companies in surprising one:
spite of its clean energy. The
culture war question is whether
with th the Trump adminis-

tration is willing to
build a stronger
alliance with the
‘companies that deliver it in spite of its
culture war with many of them.

Solar panels and battery storage are
unique because they rely on software
to direct the generation, transmission
and distribution of electricity rather
than doing so through the spinning
turbines or mechanical switches in
coal and gas power plants. When the
two of us worked in the federal govern-
ment on cyberthreats, we found that
this more sophisticated approach to
power has many uses for national
security.

Much of America’s aging infrastruc-
ture has had internet connectivity
grafted onto equipment that was never
designed for it, creating cracks in our
armor that hackers — human or other-
wise — can too easily exploit. Modern,
software-defined energy technologies,
however, can be designed from the
start to receive security updates, re-
strict who can access them and quar-
antine equipment infiltrated by cyber-
criminals. Done right, digital modern-
ization improves the ability of Ameri-
ca's infrastructure operators to play
defense,

That kind of system also allows solar
energy and batteries to help stabilize
the grid when other equipment fails.
Texas, a leader in deploying these
modern energy technologies, uses
fleets of batteries to soak up surplus
sun during the day, and release that
electricity back into the grid when
power plants are straining or failing. A

modern, flexible grid with generation
and storage spread across many loca-
tions can also separate into micro

rity are produced in China, the country
‘with the most publicly confirmed inter-
est in sabotaging our infrastructure.
Congressional Republicans have urged
the Trump administration to restrict
the deployment of clean energy for
that reason, and officials such as Attor-
ney General Ken Paxton of Texas have
begun investigations into what they
call “CCP -aligned tech products.”

There is a real risk that Chinese
hackers will one day try to interfere
‘with the grid, but the risk is not inher-
ent to a “made in China” sticker. It
comes from what a component can do
and who can control it. Some Chinese
infrastructure hardware allows remote
software access for routine diagnostics
and updates, but those mundane main-
tenance channels can be repurposed to
let an attacker alter settings or disrupt
operations from afar. That is in con-
trast to “dumb” electrochemical cells in
a battery, which by themselves possess
no way to receive and execute instruc-
tions from Beijing or, for that matter,
from swarms of A.L agents.

The defense industry is already
navigating these challenges with air-
craft like the F-35 fighter jet, which has
Chinese parts. “Smarter” components,
like flight computers and sensor ar-
rays, get maximum security scrutiny,
while serews and hydraulic hoses get
less. The United States could apply the
same ideas to its grid so that Ameri-
cans are not panicking about every
foreign component when we digitize it.

The Trump administration’s recent
declaration of a grid security emer-
gency could be the vehicle for just such
a framework. It recognizes both the
growing importance of electricity to
national power, and the danger of
insecure access to the technology
delivering it.

But even with the growing specter of
cyberwar and rogue A.L, the adminis-
tration is too often distracted by its
culture war with clean energy. Presi-
dent Trump signed a bill that gutted
the wind and solar credits of the Infla-

Trump is going viral in three terrible ways

[FRIEDMAN, FROM PAGE 1

But fear not, because America’s
president, who doesn’t even use email,
told the United Nations last week that
he knows that Americans’ fears about
ALl safety are fraudulent. He referred
to “the very same people who said
we’ll all be dead in 12 years because of
global warming " He added: “And
nobody was dead. These are the same
people that are now saying that A.L is
going to kill us all" (Untold thousands
have died in catastrophes worsened by
climate change in the last decade, and
only in Trump's fetid imagination did
anyone say, “Sir, we'll all be dead in 12
years.")

Trump and his party — and the A.I.
tech bros who have effectively paid
them to keep their hands off their
industry — had better pray that the
“October surprise” in this coming
midterm election is not a major, de-
structive A.L event. Ifitis, they'd
better have their spaceships ready to
whisk them off to another planet where
they can live forever, because this one
may make their existences a living
hell.

This A.L threal is not a hoax (nor is
the climate threat a hoax, as Trump
would know if he ever looked at his
own administration’s NASA website).
The only hoax is that Trump, who once
suggested injecting bleach might be a
good way to rid yourself of Covid-19,
thinks he knows anything about A.L or
climate change — or bleach.

“It's not a hoax at all,” Bill Gates said
in an interview on NBC's “Meet the
Press” on Sunday. Gates said that the
United States should restrain A.1.
development until tougher safeguards
are in place, and he argued that China
would most likely do the same if Wash-
ington took the initiative to draft new
rules to regulate the use of A.l.

A.L without proper regulation is
“completely irresponsible,” Gates said.
“You need law enforcement and the
politicians to get into the discussion
about what safeguards and monitoring
look like.” He concluded: “A.L is cer-
tainly powerful enough to drive events
that, you know, cause a billion deaths."

Precisely because there has never
been such a tool, despite its destructive
potential, with so much promise to
solve so many energy, climate and

worked on smoking, sexual violence,
child abuse and falls among older
adults”

The Guardian newspaper carried a
story about the spreading outbreak of
measles in Pennsylvania, which has
now topped 900 cases. Dr. John Gold-
man, an infectious disease specialist at
the University of Pittsburgh Medical
Center, said that between 1992 and
2026, he hadn't seen a single case, The
Guardian reported. Now, “We're seeing
at least one every day,” and he added,
“Never in my life did I think I was ever
going to see measles again.” This is an
example of how Trump's negligence is
helping to spread actual, biological

medical for 1 want
to see A L thrive, as does Gates. Which
is why we should all want to prevent
an A.L-driven Sept. 11 that would com-
pletely delegitimize artificial intelli-
gence in the public eye. That would be
adouble tragedy.

1 wish that the only threat to us from
Trump’s unrestrained ignorance were
an A.L virus. Sadly, last week, my
Times colleague Apoorva Mandavilli
reported that America's Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, long
the “undisputed global leader in public
health,” has been so systematically
dismantled by Health Secretary Robert
F. Kennedy Jr. that it is now “a skeleton
of the powerhouse it was."

Not only has the C.D.C's staff been
reduced by some 30 percent, but,

illi reported, citing current and

tion Act, and his

tion has also worked 1o block many
clean energy projects, dismissing solar,
wind and electrical vehicles as unreli-
able and ineffective. (The administra-
tion has embraced geothermal energy,
nuclear power and batteries. Batteries
emerged as a priority seemingly in
part because of their role powering
drone warfare in Ukraine.) The grid at
home, U.S. allies on the battlefield and
the cyberdefenses that might have to
outrun A.L all need every electron they
can get, as securely as they can get it,
with no regard for its politics.

former employees, “the changes have
hindered the C.D.C!'s ability to respond
to outbreaks as measles spreads at
home and Ebola abroad, and to issue
timely guidance on vaccinations as
cooling temperatures kick off the respi-
ratory season. . . . Entire divisions have
been shuttered, including teams that
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posed to operate under a Palestinian
technocratic government, was sup-
posed to receive training in Egypt,
“but Israel is preventing them from
leaving Gaza," according to Bar'el.
Then Bar'e] peeled back the real
story: “The stalemate in Gaza serves
Israel. Hamas no longer poses a secu-
rity threat, but as long as it holds terri-
tory, Israel retains a pretext for resum-
ing the war. And as long as the Strip
remains devastated and unlivable, the
pressure on the people to leave only
grows.” He added that Netanyahu's
defense minister, Israel Katz, after
being criticized by a rival politician for
not achieving a more decisive victory

viruses. over Hamas, declared that the Israeli
Pve learned But don't forget military was ready, if ordered, to elimi-
over the the anti-diplomatic ~ nate Hamas “so that the emigration
that dipl years virus also sapping  plan can be implemented.”
. everyone's So that the emigration plan can be
operates likea  gprength, Whatis implemented.
virm 8k | well, that? Check out Really? What is that? That is Orwell-
beneficially or this story in the ian speak for the ethnic cleansing of
detri 1l; Israeli pap Gaza of inians by the
Haaretz, by its government. And what have Trump
Middle East affairs  and his secretary of state, Marco Ru-
expert Zvi Bar'el. bio, said in response? Zilch.
It was about how the diplomatic in- I've learned over the years that
of the Trump ini i operates like a virus as well,

tion and the malevolence of the cabinet
of Prime Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu have combined to grind the 20-point
Trump peace plan for Gaza to a halt.
So Gazan civilians, many living in
war-broken buildings, one of which
collapsed on Sept. 16, killing at least 21
people, including 11 children, remain in
total squalor.

When Trump launched his vaunted
Gaza Board of Peace and made himself
chairman, participating countries
pledged $17 billion for Gaza. But “as far
as is known, less than $300 million has
been transferred,” Bar'el reported.

Moreover, the peace plan’s interna-
tional stabilization force has yet to be
established. The Palestinian police
force to replace Hamas, which is sup-

beneficially or detrimentally: The
more success you have, the more
respect you get; the more respect you
get, the more success you have. Con-
versely, the more failure you have, the
less allies trust joining you, so the
‘more failure you have.

Example: Between March and Octo-
ber 1991, Secretary of State James A.
Baker 111 made eight diplomatic trips
to the Middle East to put together the
Madrid peace conference — the first
among Israel, the Palestine Liberation
Organization and several Arab states. [
made all eight trips with him as The
Times's diplomatic correspondent. He
failed on the first seven, but Baker
would not quit and he got it done on
the eighth.

LN FO THE NEW YR TIES

Show me a single diplomatic initia-
tive the Trump administration has
built since the cease-fire in Gaza,
which Trump has left to languish. It’s
as if all he cared about was the head-
line from the signing, after which he
amazingly declared last Oct. 13: “To-
gether, we've achieved what every-
body said was impossible. At long last
'we have peace in the Middle East.”

Now that’s what I call a real hoax.

There is no energetic, focused
follow-up because there are no clear
lines of authority. You have Thomas
Barrack, who is the special envoy for
Syria and Iraq and the ambassador to
Turkey, making his own policy state-
ments. You have Massad Fares Bou-
los, the father-in-law of Trump's
daughter Tiffany, serving as a senior
adviser to the president of the United
States on Arab and Middle Eastern
affairs. You have part-timers, Jared
Kushner and Steve Witkoff. You have
various assistant secretaries of state
and defense. And you have Trump on
his social media feed. (Somebody is
going to make this into a musical!)

What you don't have is a secretary
of state like Baker, relentlessly focus-
ing and leveraging American power
and making trip after trip after trip
until he gets the job done.

The only thing Trump relentlessly
follows up on is harassing the press.
Last Saturday, after being forced by a
judge to allow CNN reporters back in
the White House after Trump illegally
banned them because their coverage
was not fawning enough, the presi-
dent nevertheless blocked CNN from
accompanying him on Air Force One
to attend a football game in Tennes-

When it comes to denouncing the
press, Trump is laser-focused. But
when dealing with the digital, biologi-
cal and diplomatic viruses weakening
our national immune system, not so
much — to our great peril.

Maybe we should leave the birds alone

FROM PAGE 9

The Trump is begin-
ning to realize that national strength
increasingly depends on a country’s
ability to generate, store and direct
electricity. If Mr. Trump's grid emer-
gency order is put in place with na-
tional security as its north star, the
modern energy technologies capable of
delivering these advantages should be
central. Otherwise the government will
undermine our best chance at a secure
and abundant energy future,

L
those nesting inside woodland and
well away from gardens. Blue tits that
were eating from garden feeders were
more likely to lay five days earlier and
lay close to four times the number of

eggs.

Success, you might think, but not if
you are one of the shyer woodland
birds that doesn’t visit gardens. Mag-
pies, blue tits and great tits are not
villains, but they are winners: adapt-

HARRY KREJSA is the director of studies
at the Carnegie Mellon Institute for
Strategy & Technology. PHOEBE BENICH is
a fellow at the institute.
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able, aggressive and evict-
ing woodland birds from nest holes
and outcompeting in the fight for food,
resources and nest sites. A study that
compared British great tits with those
in the Netherlands found that the
British bird appears to be evolving a
longer beak, perhaps the better to use
bird feeders.

“The wildlife writer Kate Bradbury
has also pointed out how little we
consider the environmental impact of
importing and consuming enormous
amounts of bird food. “What about the
land used to grow that food?" she
wrote in her newsletter. “How many
birds and other wildlife lost a habitat
so a pesticide-laden monoculture could
exist in its place? How many air miles
and how much plastic packaging are
involved in our consumption of this
product?”

It seems we have been running a
Great British Bird Ecological Experi-
ment for over a century with no con-
trol and no plan, We have been helping
birds to survive harsh winters, but in
the process, we may have exported
wild bird decline to our own wood-
lands, farmlands and to countries that
supply our vast appetite for bird seed.

We have all — or at least, surely
most of us — moved on from hats

FROM READERS

Ciimate change grief,

collective but worlds apart

Re “Nepal calls for compensation from
polluters” (news, Sept. 22):

As a member of Gen Z, | grew up
with climate change framed as an
existential threat. Last month, that
abstraction became devastatingly real:
My Father, Suresh Pandellapalli, is
among thousands missing after Ne-
pal’s floods.

We measure climate disasters in
billions of dollars: economic losses,
reconstruction, destroyed infrastruc-
ture. But how do we underwrite the
loss of human life?

Nepal exposes the inequity of cli-
mate risk. Despite relying largely on
energy, it bears

consequences from emissions
produced outside its borders. Major
emitters, including the United States,

Fieldwork throughout Britain found garden food to be the commonest item in the diets
of blue tits, above, even those nesting inside woodland and well away from gardens.

garnished with the plumage of exotic
birds and that very Victorian idea of
birds and the natural world in general
as-aresource for our own amusement.
But I am struck by the parallels of that
era with our enjoyment of “our” garden
birds, and our curation of our own
pretty private theaters in our gardens,
while the damage happens out of sight.
‘We still have work to do to think of
nature as something that can and must
exist for its own sake, and fight the
urge to hold on to it.

For me, this winter, that will cer-
tainly mean regularly scrubbing the
bird feeder, and I am trying to steel
myself to not feed at all. But it is hard

to resist. Maybe I will put my energies
into planting a living bird buffet of
echinacea, with its spent flower heads
packed with seeds; sedums that will
overwinter insects that the birds can
grub out; hawthorn for berries.

So many of us want to be genuine
stewards of the world around us, but if
our relationship with nature is to
really change, then we have to think
about the impact of our actions as a
whole, not just the view from our
window,

have a to help finance its

recovery.

Reading about Soniya Ghale, the
19-year-old Nepali girl whose father
‘was missing after the flood, made my
heart ache in a way that’s become all
too familiar. Though we live parallel
lives thousands of miles apart, we
share a collective grief.

As climate disasters spread, we
must face the reality that more human
lives will become collateral damage,
leaving families like ours behind.

ELA PANDELLAPALLI,

GREAT FALLS, VA.

The writer works in renewable energy
project finance.

UIA LEENDERTZ is the author, most re-
cently, of “The Almanac: A Seasonal
Guide to 2027
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A new parking meter
deal is done and dusted, as
City Council on Tuesday
approved a $2.53 billion
agreement allowing Stone-
peak Partners to take over
the remaining 57 years of
Chicago's parking meter
lease. Good. We were
tired of writing about this
historic disaster.

But that doesn’t mean
there cannot be another
one just ahead.

Now, aldermen are look-
ing to the future. And as
some gaze into their crystal
ball, they see abrave new
world in which suburban-
ites pay more to park.

Anideais floatingaround
to bifurcate parking meter
prices, adding a surcharge
of 25 to 50 cents an hour for
non-Chicagoans who park
in the city, according to Ald.
‘Walter “Red” Burnett, 27th.

It’ll raise revenue, he
says, though he couldn’t say
how much, and encourage
public transit, though that
doesn’t take into account
the frequent inadequacy
of those options from the
suburbs, especially on
evenings and weekends.

‘What we know for sure is
that such a move is crazy-
town nonsense.

“It’s easy to track, they
already have the data now,”
Burnett said. “We want our
suburban counterparts to
help when they’re clogging
up the system.”

Clogging up the system?
Oy.

‘We have an altogether
different view of our neigh-
bors to the north, south and
west.

We view them not as
bumbling annoyances from
which to extract extra cash
for the privilege of parking
their car on the street, but
value their awe and enjoy-
ment of our city, evenif
they only stick around fora
little while.

Is he referring to those

EDITORIALS
Chicago may charge suburbanites
more to park. How neighborl

People walk along North Michigan Avenue as tulips bloom April 12 in downtown Chicago. BRIAN CASSELLA/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Chicago’s economy — and the city’s bottom
line — depends in no small part on making
visitors feel welcome here.

suburbanites who come
downtown for a show, grab
dinner firstand a drink
after, before heading home?
Paying ample taxes in the
process and contributing

to our city’s hubbub and
patronizing our business
community?

Or the suburbanites who
drive to the city for work
when transitisn’t areason-
able option? The ones who

buy coffee and sandwiches
with colleagues?

Or maybe he’s think-
ing about the middle-class
families that decide to
come to Wrigleyville to
catch a Cubs game? Tosit
amid the magic of the ivy
and feel the buzz of the
historic stadium, culti-
vating in young suburban
minds the magic of a ball-
game in Chicago?

Chicago’s economy —
and the city’s bottom line
— depends in no small part
on making visitors feel
welcome here. Chicago
welcomed 56.8 million
visitors in 2025, generat-
ingarecord $21.5 billion
in spending, according to
Choose Chicago.

Among those visitors, of
course, are our suburban
neighbors, cominginto the
city for restaurants, shows,
sporting events and count-
less other attractions.

Thank goodness for that.

Thank goodness.
You don’t greet guests

with hostility, and creat-
inga suburban park-

ing surcharge sends the
message that you're not
welcome in Chicago unless
youlive here.

Drawing lines between
the cityand the ‘burbs in
such away is petty and
unbecoming of a Chica-

goan.

It’s also indicative that
aldermen fail to realize two
important things:

Firstly, suburbanites
help keep the lights on in
Chicago.

Secondly, Chicago
shouldn’t take subur-

ban business for granted.
Naperville has a very nice
downtown.

Enough already. This
idea should not be floating
around. It should sink.

Soaking the suburbs
over parking is reminis-
cent of other foolish, reve-
nue-grabbingideas, such as
acongestion tax aimed at
outsiders as a way to gin up
money to cover Chicago’s
ever-present budget black
hole.

‘We understand that
budget season isn’t going to
be pretty, but Chicago isn’t
just for Chicagoans.

Johnson should join with alders in their insistence on fiscal restraint

Listening to Brandon cents — evenif they agree onthe Westand Southsides inbondingauthority for voted yes — more than servicing general-obliga-
Johnson Tuesday after a onlittle else. of Chicagoin particular;”he neighborhood economic the three-fifths thresh- tion bonds — the sorts of
City Council majority voted as, in his comments said. development projects. old to which Johnsonnow  securities covered by both
torequire three-fifths of the  following the council’s ‘Well, sure. Butasa That was a special bond- objects. That's precisely the  the $1.25 billion and $830
body to approve futurebond  32-15 vote to subject new general matter bonds are inginitiative, tied to the sort of majority that should million votes — has spiked,
authorizations, itsounded  bond authorization to the meantto finance long-lived ~ future expirationofdozens  be required for a vote so as we outlined last month.
like the mayorintendedto  approval of at least 30 of i cture work —on of Chicago’s tax-increment  consequential. Ifthe mayor does as he
veto the measure. Chicago’s 50 aldermen, the South, West or any other financing districts, which The issue of thismayor’s  implied and vetoes the three-

Hesshould signitinstead.  Johnson made it clear sides of Chicago. And a willadd property taxreve-  recklessness with debt fifths requirement, the coun-

Ifthe mayor allowed this  he views worries about cityswimminginpension  nues tothe city’s coffers arose less thanayearlater  cil should override. Alds.
prudentand commonplace  Chicago’s growing debt and bond debt, to the point  as they run their course. when the administration Daniel La Spata, Ist, Chris
policy to enter into law it pile entirely through his where those two buckets Essentially, theideawas jammed authorizationfor ~ Taliaferro, 29th, and Andre
would signal tobond inves-  usualideologicallens.Per ~ consumealmost40%ofits  togetmorebangfromthat  another $830 million in Vasquez, 40th, didn’t vote
tors and credit analysts, Johnson’s worldview, heap- annual budget, mustshow  future TIF-expirationbuck bonds through the council — Tuesday on the measure. If
whoare takinganincreas-  ingmore debtburdenson far more discretionthanhas  sooner rather than later with the barest of majori-  twoofthose three join the 32
ingly dim view of the city future taxpayers is a way this administration when without subjecting taxpay-  ties just days after Standard who voted yes, there willbe
ofChicagoasasafeinvest-  toredressinequities rather it comes to tapping the ersto future hikestocover ~ & Poor’sdowngradedthe  enoughto push this through
‘ment, that policymakers than anecessary tool to markets. the interest. city’s credit, the city’s first  over Johnson’s objection.
here across the ideologi- maintain the city’s infra- Johnson went on to tout We expressed cautious  downgrade in a decade. They should doso for the
cal spectrum understand structure. the 2024 il authori- p totheideaat Under Johnson’s watch, sake of the city’s financial
the language of dollars and “Weusebondstoinvest  zation of his $1.25 billion the time, and 32 aldermen  the city’s annual cost of future.

ON THIS DAY 41 YEARS AGO EDITORIAL CARTOON

THE GROWING BILLBOARD JUNGLES

The outdoor advertising industry effectively won
the war that Mrs. Lyndon Johnson, then the First Lady,
declared on highway blight. The industry has proved more
adept than tax lawyers at finding loopholes in the law.

One such loophole in state and federal law has permit-
ted the proliferation of huge, lighted billboards along
state highways in suburbs even though they are prohib-
ited bylocal ordinance. The law was intended to allow the
state to regulate billboards in rural areas where no other
regulation existed but has been broadened by the courts
to pre-empt local regulations on zoning.

State representatives Gene Hoffman and Thomas
McCracken, who last spring unsuccessfully tried
toinduce the legislature to close the loaphole, have
announced they will continue the fight. They intend to
cooperate with U.S. Sen. Slade Gorton, a Washingt:
Republican, in drawing up a federal law that will prevent
pre-emption of local standards.

Itis now up to Congress to prevent outdoor advertising
from turning our highways into billboard jungles.
Tribune editorial board,

Oct.1,1985

on

MAMDANI

BILL BRAMHALL/NEW YORK DAILY NEWS
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OPINION

The views of tradwife influencers
are evolving. It’s a complicated victory

By Christina Wyman
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE

“My daughter wants tobe a
tradwife” My friend sat across
from me at dinner not too long
ago and described how her
daughter, a high school senior at
the time, had zero college ambi-
tions. Social media had taken
care of that — her daughter had
become an avid follower of the
tradwife aesthetic, and my friend
was not happy about it.

Lately, tradwife influencers
are distancing themselves from
the conservative label. (For those
unfamiliar, “tradwife” is short for
“traditional wife.”) First, influ-
encer Nara Smith rebuked the
label this past summer, arguing
on the popular “Call Her Daddy”
podcast that it was a “bizarre”
projection. More recently, influ-
encer Bernadine Bluntly began
chronicling her divorce, from
both the brand and her husband,
to whom she now owes child
support. As high-profile, impos-
sibly young tradwife influenc-
ers revise the conversations they
started, I can’t help but to hope
thatit’s not too late for their
devout Gen Z followers.

Thave longbelieved that my
friends who are raising teen-
age daughters are right to be
concerned about this movement,
which glorifies and glamorizes
traditional family roles. If only
tradwifery were just asocial
media aesthetic —and notan
actual choice with profound
implications for most women.

Iknow firsthand how quickly
life can fall off the rails. Twas a
child who watched it happen to
my mother.

‘When my mother had me at17
yearsold, she was a traditional
wife in every sense of the word.
She didn’t have one penny to her
name and depended entirely on
my father, only 20 at the time. I
was born in 1980, a few weeks
after my mother graduated from
high school. They had a shotgun
wedding — the type of arrange-
ment thrown together in haste
because a baby is on the way.

Teen pregnancy was excep-
tionally common in the '80s and
'90s, and shotgun weddings were
not unusual at the time, either.
These were choices people
commonly made nearly halfa
century ago.

‘What I wish for the young
tradwife followers on the brink
of making decisions that cannot
easily be undone is what I would
have wanted for my own mother:
acrystal ball or atleast a front-
row seat atan IMAX movie
featuring the next 30 years of her
life, She chose to marry and bear
children before taking the time to
decide what her own life could be
on her own terms.

Social media influencer Bernadine Bluntly transcribes content for her channel at Cafe Dolce in St. Louis on Aug. 21. Bluntly has been chronicling her
divorce, from the tradwife brand and her husband. MICHAEL B. THOMAS/THE NEW YORK TIMES

Thad that front-row seat when
Iwasakid. Twish Gen Z women
could see a fraction of what I saw
growing up, what time did tomy
parents’ young marriage.

‘Twelve years after saying, “T
do,” they were done with each
other. Dad got a new apartment,
and Mom kept the one I grew
up in. Money was impossibly
tight. I was a preteen when I
watched my mother, a very young
woman without an education or
well-paying job, crumble under
the weight of her new reality.

‘When my parents separated,
Mom had to figure out her new
role, and she had to figure it out
fast.

In my family, the devastating
effects of giving up your power
to marriage and child-rearing,
without a plan in place or skills to
rely on, was multigenerational. It
was the same story for my grand-
mothers —one of whom stayed

with a husband she couldn’'t
stomach, just because she had no
other options — and many other
women in my family. And in each
case, their tradwife-dom went
straight to hell in a handbasket.

Some of them have died
penniless, The rest are tied to
marriages or partnerships they
don’twant to be in.

My mother, having gotten
lucky with finding work and a
new love, is the lone exception in
my family.

Still, I'll never forget Mom's
first, and last, stable job — as an
employee for the United States
Postal Service. She passed the
test with flying colors.

But afew days into the job,
she came home crying. The
hours were long, the work was
back-breaking and management
was condescending.

While she spoke to a friend on
the phone about her day, tears

streaming down her cheeks, I
took a walk to our local McDon-
ald’s and bought her a burger and
fries with my babysitting money.
1 felt powerless to help her.

Landing that job was hard-
won. I know Mom was terrified
about her lack of options. She
eventually found her footing, but
she retired after 15 or so years.
The physical demands became
too much.

My mother, like all women
inher position, did the best she
could with what she had. But T
remember the choice she faced
between gas and groceries. T
remember the credit card debt
she accrued so that she could
buy clothes for her children. T
remember her anxiety and fear
over each unexpected bill that
came in.

Iremember, more than
anything, the endless fights she
had with my father over money.

Those fights did not relent until
after I graduated college and
became my own problem.

The fact that some popu-
lar tradwife influencers are no
longer able to ignore the seri-
ous consequences in giving up
personal power and indepen-
dence is a complicated victory.
It’s a terrifying thing to have to
shift gears when there are bills
to pay and mouths to feed, and
Iwould not wish this reality on
anyone.

Butif there’s anything to
be gained from this evolving
moment, it's the hope that Gen Z
continues to pay attention.

Christina Wyman is a teacher
living in Michigan and a USA
Today-bestselling author. Her
upcoming novel, “Mean,” is a
middle grade story about what
happens when a mean girl takes a
prank too far.

We tested indoor air in Chicago homes. Illinois should pay attention

By Carol J. Williams
and Patrick Shaw
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE

‘We still remember the final
indoor air quality test we
conducted.

When we arrived at the
single-family residence on the
South Side of Chicago, where the
owner had lived for 58 years, we
were unsure of what we would
find. Once we started testing
carbon monoxide and nitrogen
dioxide levels near the gas stove,
the monitors showed something
that none of us could have seen
with our eyes. Even with the
stove turned off, carbon monox-
ide levels were 14 parts per
million (ppm), while nitrogen
dioxide levels measured 14 parts
perbiilion (ppb). After turning
the oven and two burners on for
15 minutes, those figures rose to
89 ppm for carbon monoxide and
180 ppb for nitrogen dioxide.

Halfway through, we stopped
the test. The carbon monoxide
and nitrogen dioxide readings
had already exceeded the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agen-
cy’s one-hour outdoor standard.
The EPA has found that breath-
ing nitrogen dioxide outdoors
can worsen respiratory health,
including asthma. But families
do not only breathe outdoor air.
What are the effects when we
breathe itinside?

The test was part of Faith
InPlace’s Air Aware project,
acitizen science effort to help
Chicago residents better under-
stand the air quality inside
their homes. Through St. Luke
Missionary Baptist Church, we
tested 10 homes among church
members and South Shore neigh-
bors, as part of abroader effort

A flame burns on a natural gas stove on March 26, 2024. RICHARD VOGEL/AP

that reached 101 homes across
Chicago. People let us into their
kitchens, basements and living
rooms. One of us helped guide the
conversation with residents as
the other handled the monitors,
timing and readings. Together,
we watched as the numbers gave
people a clearer picture of some-
thing they could not see, smell or
easily measure on their own.
This was not the first home
where the readings raised
concerns. By the time we
conducted this final test, we had
seen similar patterns during
other visits, and other volunteer
testers were seeing them across

Chicago as well. As part of the
test, we detected carbon monox-
ide near gas-burning equipment
in more than 80% of homes.
After 30 minutes of ordinary gas
stove use, nitrogen dioxide levels
in more than half of kitchens
rose above 100 ppb, the thresh-
old used in the EPA’s one-hour
outdoor air standard.

Many residents knew carbon
monoxide could be dangerous at
high levels. But far fewer knew
about the health risks posed by
nitrogen dioxide or the devices
that can test for it.

That’s why we need policy-
makers to act.

Illinois should start with
clearer public education. To
help consumers make informed
decisions about the health risks
associated with gas-burning
appliances, the state should
requi.re commonsense warn-
ing labels on gas equipment
that explain how gas appliances
may affect indoor air quality
and health. Policymakers also
should provide an easy-to-access
resource guide that helps house-
holds improve ventilation and
take steps to reduce exposure in
the short term.

Our testing also made clear
that healthier homes are possi-

ble when households have access
to efficient electric appliances
that reduce the indoor air pollu-
tionrisks of burning gas at home.
Long term, Illinois should help
households modernize with heat
pumps, induction cooktops and
other efficient electric appli-
ances. These investments must
especially reach communities
already facing higher pollution
burdens, particularly lower-in-
come communities that face

the greatest financial barriers to
upgrades.

Aswe tested homes across
Chicago, each visit and each
conversation were a different
journey. Some residents had
lived in their homes for decades;
others had just moved in. Some
lived with children or older rela-
tives, and some lived alone. But
most were surprised by what the
tests showed. Again and again,
the same basic concern came
up: What does this mean for my
home, and what can I do next to
protect my health?

That question should not be
left for families to figure out on
their own. Knowledge of what's
in the air shouldn’t be a blind
spot. Illinois needs clear public
education so all residents under-
stand the risks before bringing
gas equipment into their homes.
A safe and healthy home should
be a basic expectation. Illinois
lawmakers, regulators and agen-
cies should make that a reality for
every household.

Carol J. Williams and Patrick
Shaw are community volunteers
affiliated with St. Luke
Misstonary Baptist Church on
Chicago’s South Side, where
Williams leads the church’s Green
Team and Shaw is a participant.
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What is the future of
nonprofit American theater?

By Roche Schulfer
SPECIALTO THE TRIBUNE

Recently, Oskar Eustis, the
artistic director of New York’s
legendary Public Theater for
the past 21 years, announced his
planto step down in 2028, Eustis
hashad along career in Ameri-
can theater, and his opinions are
well respected. That’s why his
statement that “the not-for-profit
theater movement is over” has
generated a lot of responses.

The not-for-profit theater
movement began in the 1960s
led by theater artists who were
frustrated by the commercial
limitations of Broadway. They
established professional theater
companies around the country,
focusing on classics, new plays
and career opportunities for
theater professionals. With the
support of the Ford Foundation
and National Endowment for the
Arts, the movement grew rapidly,
with an estimated 1,000 compa-
nies by the turn of the century.

The future looked bright. But
major challenges emerged in the
past two decades:

W Ttbecame clear that theater
board members, who primarily
work in for-profitindustries, do
not understand the economics
of not-for-profit theater and the
need for financial support beyond
the box office (in part because
there is a commercial for-profit
segment of the industry). Simply
put, with fixed capacity and
appropriate compensation for
theater professionals, either
ticket prices must significantly
increase (see Broadway prices),
or subsidies are needed to fill the
income gap.

W Major foundations in New
York and around the country
substantially cut back support
for professional not-for-profit
theaters. The result has been
asignificant loss of revenue,
putting more pressure on
theaters to increase individual
contributions, which are costly to
generate, adding to the expense
of fundraising.

W Wealth holders of the new
generation do not view the arts as
apriority in American society. To
the extent they engage in philan-
thropy, it tends to be focused on
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“Cats: The Jellicle Ball"plays at Broadhurst Theatre in New York on May 12. BENNETT RAGLIN/GETTY

education, healthcare and social
services.
B The philanthropic challenges

resulted in enormous pressure on

not-for-profit theaters to maxi-
mize box office revenue. This
leads to risk-averse seasons, cast-
ing well-known actors, partner-
ing with commercial producers
(particularly on musicals) and
using demand-based pricing.

B The pandemic had a devas-
tating impact on all theaters,
particularly those not-for-profit
theaters, which immediately
furloughed their artists and staff.
Asaresult, itbecame difficultand
more expensive for those theaters
toreopen because many of their
employees left the industry or

demanded higher wages to return.

B In 2020, itbecame evident
that many not-for-profit theaters
were not accurately representing

American society, as reflected in
the lack of diversity in their lead-
ership, boards, staff and program-
ming. The tremendous turmoil
this recognition created continues
toreverberate in the industry.
Unless there is a major infusion
of capital into the professional
American theater, adventurous
productions will only happen
in small theaters with low or
no wages for artists. This “after
work” or “avocational” theater is
well established in Chicago. This
is not a eriticism of these theaters
— itsimply is observing that artists
and theater professionals who
aspire to have careers working on
new plays and productions will
have far fewer opportunities.
Major not-for-profit theaters
will focus on accessible produc-
tions and commercial partner-
ships. For Broadway producers,

it will continue to become more
difficult given skyrocketing costs
and the impact on ticket prices
(the early closing of “Cats: The
Jellicle Ball” on Broadway over
the economics is arecent exam-
ple).

Is there asolution? Not-for-
profit theaters and commercial
producers should join forces to
advocate for significant increases
in financial support and tax incen-
tives from all levels of govern-
ment. The case for support should
be focused on jobs. The labor-in-
tensive theater industry isa
job-creating machine with tens of
thousands employed around the
country each day. The full national
impact of the jobs created and tax
revenue generated by the Ameri-
can theater industry has notbeen
documented. It would lead toa
powerful case for support.

Thad discussions with theater
leaders about this initiative while
Iwas at the Goodman. There
was significant interest given
the volume and potential polit-
ical reach of not-for-profit and
commercial theaters in the coun-
try. Plus, there is a precedent:
Congress’ bipartisan decision
that made the American theater
industry eligible for COVID-19
relief funds. The political climate
is difficult now but eventually will
change, and the theater industry
should be prepared.

Turge theaters leaders, partic-
ularly the heads of the League
of Resident Theatres and the
Broadway League, to pursue this
initiative.

Roche Schulfer worked at
Goodman Theatre for 51 years,
including 44 as executive director.

Voice of the people

Keeping Bears in Chicago

Wow! If you watched Monday
night’s nationally televised Bears
game, you saw a hard-fought,
well-deserved home team
victory. You also saw the city of
Chicago on a perfect autumn
nightdisplayed inall its glory. The
flyover shots of open-air Soldier
Field teeming with excited fans.
Panoramic views across the city of
the classic Chicago River bridges,
world-renowned architecture, a
vibrant Navy Pier, and the pictur-
esque lakefront and Museum
Campus. Like the Bears, that
Chicago night couldn’t be beat.
We live in an amazing world-class

ity.

Now fast-forward five years:
‘What will we be seeing? An
oversized domed stadium with a
corporate logo surrounded by the
vast suburban sprawl of Arlington
Heights or the industrial land-
scape of Hammond, with Illinois
fans probably paying an out-of-
state ticket surcharge?

Come on, Chicago. We have to
step up and figure out a Chicago
Bears solution. There are at least
adozen mayoral candidates lined
up looking for votes. Any ideas
from this group?

Voices need to be heard by our
aldermen and other elected offi-
cials. Let’s at least give it a good,
better, best effort.

— Lindsay R. Resnick, Chicago

Wild card games inaccessible
Writing for all Chicago baseball
fans, Twould like to thank MLB
for making it nearly impossible
tosee our teams in the wild card
games. We pay to see them during
the regular season, then the play-
offs get moved to TV providers
many of us have no access to.
— Frank Chambers Jr., Chicago

Questions about Al school
The article on the Alpha School
proposed for Evanston should
raise many questions (“An AT
school without teachers looks
to move into former Roycemore
building,” Sept. 27):
B Is Alpha School’s depen-
dence on artificial intelligence
tutoring for academics effective
when most current research says
itisvaluable as a supplement
rather than a replacement for
instruction?

Fans stand during the national anthem before the Bears play the Eagles
at Soldier Field on Monday in Chicago. ARMANDO L. SANCHEZ/TRIBUNE

W Ifthe Al programs are more
like worksheets than Socratic
dialogues, do they foster critical
thinking effectively?

B Does the use of extrinsic moti-
vation/rewards do more harm
than good?

B What is the training of the adult
“guides” who replace teachers?

B What about the lack of enrich-
ment classes such as music and
art?

B Js the required Alpha B p

concerned with Evanston’s ulti-
mate zoning decision thanTam
with the potential consequences
for students who would enroll in
the school.

‘We should be wary.
— Ellen Jo Ljung, Geneva

The use of Al in education
Two articles in the Sunday

edition caught my interest. I was

appal]ed to read that Roycemore

too stressful? The use of heart
monitors too invasive?

W Doesn’t the high tuition self-se-
lectastudent body that comes to
school already advantaged?

B Why is all the data about results
self-reported, without external
validation?

There are aspects I do find
appealing, I avidly support the
small student-staffer ratio, the
time devoted to life skills and real-
world experiences, project-based
and problem-based learning, and
the use of the mascot, Steve the
Yet Yeti, to promote a “growth
mindset” — the conviction that
learners can grow and develop
through hard work and learning
from failures.

But we should be concerned
about the level of self-promotion,
the lack of outside validation and
the dependence on Al tutoring
that marketing expert Edward
Nevraumont says is closer to
a“turbocharged spreadsheet
checklist with a spaced-rep-
etition algorithm.” I am less

in aprivate
school, is gmng toopenas an arti-
ficial intelligence-run school. 'm
happy that a new school is open-
ingto serve children but stunned
toread it will not be staffed by
teachers.

‘What is happening in our
education system?

Al is definitely an asset when
used appropriately. Butnotasa
way to teach young children. Now
Iwill refer to another article in the
Sunday Tribune, correctly titled
“Hidden cost of Al isn’t your data.
It’s your ability to think.”

Why do we want to take young
minds, make them dependenton
Al and not give them the oppor-
tunity to think and grow? And
also, why would our future college
students want to become teach-
ers? I wonder who is making these
decisions for the future genera-
tions.

Tamafan of AT — after Twrite
apaper, I may want some guid-
ance as to how to express certain
aspects. ButI like to use my own
brain to formulate my thoughts.

Al canbeincorporatedina
program for young students, but
that should not replace certified
teachers who have spentyears
studying how to use one’s ability
to think.

T'm hoping this new develop-
ment at Roycemore will provoke
more thought so we do the right
thing for our future generations.
They deserve better.

— Myrna Silver, Coral Gables,
Florida

CPS should consolidate

There are more than 11,000
fewer students in Chicago Public
Schools this year. What does that
mean for the school system? For
taxpayers, it means that class-
rooms that go unoccupied will
still need to be maintained and
heated.

Suburban schools that experi-
ence aloss in students make the
decision to close schools to save
money. Chicago must make the
same decision and close schools.

1It’s been 13 years since the last
consolidation.

— Jerome C. Malon, Chicago

The CTU will disagree

Iread with interest the Tribune
Editorial Board’s Chicago Board
of Education endorsements and
also Clarence Page’s column
in Monday’s paper (“Nikole
Hannah-Jones demonstrates why
parents sometimes need to go to
school, too") Page isespecially
insightful old.

T antmpate Lhat the Chicago
Teachers Union’s response to both
will be especially righteous and
ration:

— Mike Noonan, Elmhurst

Look to *Mississippi miracle’

Paige Ponderin arecent op-ed
(“In Chicago, what does student
success actually look like?” Sept.
28) asks what student success
looks like. The answer is obvious:
high academic achievement. The
methods for achieving the success
are also obvious, but inexplicably,
she ignores them.

Namely, emulate the “Missis-
sippi miracle” in which fourth

grade achievement in reading
skyrocketed from 49th to ninth
place in the nation, despite the
fact that Mississippi spends 60%
of what Illinois spends per pupil
on education.

— Robert Eme, Evanston

Protect wetlands in lllinois

I'm worried that the coverage
of the activist opposition to the
proposed Grayslake data center is
missingan u-uport:mt pom! Data
center development is just one in
amyriad of threats facing crucial
wetland habitats such as Grays-
lake. Ad hoc oppositionis nota
sustainable strategy to ensure
wetlands receive necessary
protections.

The U.S. Supreme Court’s 2023
decision to narrow the Clean
‘Water Act’s protective purview
has placed Illinois wetlands in
extreme danger. We have just
10% of our original wetlands,
and without federal protec-
tions, these ecosystems will
only increase in rarity. Wetlands
are valuable not just as natural
spaces and wildlife habitats, but
also as “kidneys” of the ecosys-
tem. They filter harmful pollut-
ants and excess nutrients from
our water supply. As storm buffer
zones, they limit the damage of
extreme weather events, reduc-
ing economic and social fallout.
Nationwide, wetlands serve as
quintessential carbon sinks, miti-
gating greenhouse gas emissions
with staggering efficiency.

These areas deserve protection
fromunregulated development.
1llinois lawmakers recognize the
risk of leaving wetlands unpro-
tected. The proposed Wetlands
Protection Act would grant the
Department of Natural Resources
permitting power. Let’s call on our
leaders to prioritize thisissue in
the upcominglegislative session.

Asstudents, residents, water
recreationists and wildlife lovers,
we need to take action now to
protect wetlands before they are
gone forever.

— Orin Gentner, student, Illinois
PIRG at the University of Illinois
Chicago
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A Suggestion for Young Radicals

Bloomington,
Ind.

The resurgence
of totalizing
ideologies

- among the

> young has alot
REPUBLIC 9f ST people
By Barton pu.zzAledA Com-
Swaim munism on the
left, assorted

racialist  na-

tionalisms on the right. I favor
two explanations. First and
more obvious: a failed educa-
tion system. Second, the de-
cadeslong recession of reli-
gious belief across the West
has produced a generation of
young people who long for
something more heroic and
satisfying than, as they see it,
the morally thin lives of their
elders.

Aurelian Craiutu, a profes-
sor of political science at Indi-
ana University, asks his stu-
dents, especially the ones
inclined to radicalism, to pon=
der the virtues of moderation.
In his book “Why Not Modera-
tion? Letters to Young Radi-
cals,” published in 2023, Mr.

messy history in American
politics. It can either signify
policy centrism or, pejora-
tively, a tendency to follow the
consensus, It's also unhelpfully
relative: Today’s “moderate”
Democrats are yesterday’s
strident liberals who don’t
want to abolish the police.

“ grew up in Romania, the
wrong side of the Iron Cur-
tain,” Mr. Craiutu, 60, tells me
in his office in July. “T was 23
when the Berlin Wall fell.
That’s a good time in life to
weigh the importance of
ideas, good omes and bad
ones.” He came to the U.S. in
1993 as a graduate student
and developed a keen appreci-
ation for the American sys-
tem’s ability to steer away
from radicalism and remain in
the untidy middle.

Moderation in his telling has
three components. It seeks the
mean between extremes (think
of Aristotle’s “Nicomachean
Ethics”). It builds and fortifies
institutions that require politi-
cal actors to reason, argue and
compromise with one an-
other—checks and balances,

ang

Craiutu to two fic-
tional zealots, Lauren and Rob,
one an intolerant progressive,
the other a hard-leaning right-
ist. His two interlocutors em-
ploy arguments, often verba-
tim and duly cited, that have
appeared in periodicals that
might fairly be termed im-
moderate: the Jacobin and In
These Times on the left, and
American Greatness and the
American Mind on the right.
Mr. Craiutu makes the case for
moderation as a political ideal
quite as intellectually and
morally satisfying as any all-
embracing ideology.

The word “moderate” has a

so on. And it cultivates a cer-
tain style or ethos. “Modera-
tion is not too sure of itself,”
he says. “There’s an openness
to learning from others.
There’s a skepticism, an accep-
tance of the fact that you don’t
know the answers, though you
search for them.”

Mr. Craiutu distinguishes
moderation from “lukewarm
wishy-washiness.” His hero is
the French philosopher and
Jjournalist Raymond Aron, who
“attacked ideas rather than
people but expressed his argu-
ments firmly and with convic-
tion.” When Aron’s fellow in-

A Blundering 2026

By Karl Rove

he White House mid-

term strategy—outlined

by Trump political chief
James Blair in a recent inter-
view with the Free Press—
looks good on paper. It has
two elements. First, remind
voters what President Trump
has achieved and wants to do.
Second, show voters that Dem-
ocrats lack a governing vision.
M. Blair admits “domestic
economic pressure” will be
central to the campaign. Still,
he believes that in light of the
president’s achievements and
the economy’s underlying
strength, there won’t be “a
blue wave at all.” The country
is narrowly divided, with “not
many voters to move around.”
It will be “trench warfare” in
battleground contests, but he’s
confident the president can

Similarly, it appears the
GOP’s get-out-the-vote opera-
tion is well-planned while the
Democratic National Commit-
tee’s is flailing. These activi-
ties are hard for outsiders to
quantify. Yet whatever me-
chanical advantages the GOP
has could be offset by the
raw emotion of Democrats
eager to vote against the
president.

Messaging is one of the few
areas of Team Trump’s execu-
tion we can judge in real time.
The past month it's been awful.

The GOP strategy
looks good on paper.
What’s lacking is
competent execution.

turn out voters.

Mr. Blair’s view is backed
by Mr. Trump’s pollster John
McLaughlin. He told the Free
Press that the challenge is “to
not let it become a referen-
dum on President Trump” but
instead make it “a contrast
election.” Still, a successful
strategy must be executed
properly on all fronts. That’s
the problem.

Some things we can’t evalu-
ate until after Election Day—
such as how effectively Team
Trump will have wielded its fi-
nancial advantage. The fund-
raising totals for GOP groups
and MAGA dwarf those of
Democratic candidate, party
and political-action commit-
tees. Whether Republicans will
deploy this well and before
voter opinions harden is an
open question.

given Mr.
Trump’s poor approval num-
bers, he has to drive home
each day what the GOP has ac-
complished and will accom-
plish—and clearly contrast that
with what Democrats believe
and promise. Instead, we've
gotten off-putting confusion.

Start in early September.
The big news out of Republi-
cans’ first-ever midterm con-
vention: If the GOP won, Mr.
Trump would give every
adult $5,000. There was no
prior consultation with con-
gressional Republicans, and
there were conflicting expla-
nations of how it would be
paid for. No choir of support-
ive voices cheering the idea
had been organized. It was
crickets.

Then on Sept. 14, Donald
Trump Jr. confirmed to the

tellectuals, chiefly Jean-Paul
Sartre, wanted to ignore or lie
about the millions murdered
in Soviet Russia, Aron refused
to keep silent and wrote about
Stalin’s crimes with moral
clarity. “Aron paid a great
price for speaking the truth,”
Mr. Craiutu says. “Sartre’s dis-
ciples savaged him. But his
moderation in this way re-
quired him to write as he did.”

Aurelian Craiutu
recommends an
underrated principle:
moderation.
| —

M. Craiutu contends that
the truest sign of moderation
is “eclecticism”: the ability to
hold views or take attitudes to
different parts of life that ap-
pear, to those who place a
high value on purity, contra-
dictory. He cites the American
sociologist Daniel Bell’s mem-
orable self-description as “a
socialist in economics, a lib-
eral in politics, and a conser-
vative in culture” and the Pol-
ish dissident intellectual
Leszek Kolakowski’s essay
“How to Be a Conservative-
Liberal-Socialist.”

1 express discomfort with
his examples—I revere Kola-
kowski but regard socialism as
itself a form of extremism. Mr.
Craiutu notes that many peo-
ple see a grave contradiction
between free-market econom-
ics and traditionalist views on
culture and family. The combi-
nation of these stances became
known as i in the

as I am to the fusionist out-
look, 1 take his point.

Mr. Craiutu’s contention
about eclecticism aligns with
Emerson’s famous line (al-
luded to in “Why Not Modera-
tion?”) that a foolish consis-
tency is the hobgoblin of little
minds. “The world is very
complex,” Mr. Craiutu says.
“There is no privileged access
to understanding its direction.
You need to look through as
many windows as possible. We
humans are limited and ex-
hausted and can’t comprehend
the world in its fullness.”

The hard left, from the
French Revolution to the col-
lapse of the Soviet Union,
tried to explain life’s complex-
ities in terms of class warfare.
That effort has resumed.
Lately parts of the right have
rejected pluralism, deplored
the messiness of constitution-
alism and posited the desir-
ability of an all-encompassing
metaphysics. Many on both
sides dabble in antisemitism,
another habit of mind that
purports to explain the
world’s complexity.

In a brief note on the ori-
gins of his book, Mr. Craiutu
mentions scriptwriter and Yid-
dish scholar Leo Rosten’s “A
Trumpet for Reason” (1970).
In that very funny tract, Ros-
ten addressed young baby
boom radicals: leftists who
had lost faith in America be-
cause of the war in Vietnam
and reactionaries who wanted
to ban hippies from college
campuses. Change some of the
nouns and Rosten’s book reads
as if it were published in the
2020s. A fine reminder that
the for sense and

1960s, so antithetical did some
hold them to be. Sympathetic

moderation isn’t new and isn’t
hopeless.

Midterm Campaign

media that a Russian oligarch
paid for his lavish post-wed-
ding celebrations. That’s never
a good look.

Two days later, the presi-
dent asserted Iranian leaders
“want to make a deal.” Six
days after that, he said he
might have to “annihilate the
Islamic Republic and do it
quickly.” This left voters
whipsawed.

On Sept. 16, the president
said the Kennedy Center
would “end up being ripped
down” unless the administra-
tion received “recognition”—
ie., his name on the building.

Later that week, the presi-
dent banned CNN, MS NOW
and Politico from the White
House press room. A judge
soon restored access with a
temporary restraining order as
the outlets’ lawsuit against the
administration proceeds.

Even as GOP candidates are
trying to make radical New
York City Mayor Zohran Mam-
dani the Democratic Party’s
face, the president met with
the mayor in what a reporter
called a “lovefest.” It's hard to
make Mr. Mamdani a pariah—
and tarnish Democrats by ex-
tension—when Mr. Trump says
the self-described socialist has
“great potential.”

Then there was last Thurs-
day’s lavish White House din-
ner honoring Xi Jinping. Mr.
Trump’s praise of the dictator
as “truly outstanding, amaz-
ing” couldn’t hide the sum-
mit's lack of substantive
achievement.

Now there’s controversy
over the White House’s using
government money to run par-
tisan ads as “public service an-
nouncements.” (The White

House maintains they are pa-
triotic, not partisan.) With Re-
publicans spending nearly $1
billion on election ads, adding
$2.5 million in taxpayer dol-
lars isn't going to win votes. It
only creates another needless
distraction.

Then there’s Mr. Trump’s
Truth Social post early Sept.
20 that he has “agreed to con-
vert” his planned Triumphal
Arch at Arlington National
Cemetery into “a top grade
Military Complex,” complete
with “drones, plus Snipers”
with “large quantities of
sniper ammunition in storage.”
‘Who will snipers be targeting?
Commuters on the parkway
the arch will overlook'7

All these items d

BOOKSHELF | By Jason Snell

The Genius
Of Retail

Shop Different

By Ron Johnson with Zander Nethercutt
Harper Business, 320 pages, $32

pple has become one of the world’s most valuable

companies because of its products: the Mac, the iPad,

the Apple Watch and most especially the iPhone. But
the company’s product sales have been aided over the past
25 years by the presence of its iconic brand in more than
500 retail stores scattered across 27 countries and regions.
Anyone who has ducked into an Apple store for a new
iPhone or toted a broken Mac through the mall for a repair
appointment at the Genius Bar has experienced what Steve
Jobs and Ron Johnson built.

In “Shop Different: How Retail Revealed Apple’s Genius,”
Mr. Johnson details the remarkable story of how, in 1999,
Jobs recruited him from Target to join Apple as head of
retail and launch perhaps the biggest long shot of Jobs's
entire tenure as chief executive. At a time when computer
stores were a moribund
category and Apple’s
brand was near its lowest
' ebb, the two men con-
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Sh ()  cocted a daring strategy:
P | find some way to connect
i ﬁ | with the millions of con-
a3 . sumers who had no interest
( Iy ( n_[ in or understanding of
v/ L rep ,JI Apple’s products.
l}ﬂ 4 gy Mr. Johnson cuts the
L [{ j ) profile of the perfect retail
llol]ns | executive. Born in Minne-
" sota, he was entranced as a
B Fulis, child by the Midwestern,
1 ~ midcentury power of Day-
f _:\ ton's department store.
X After Harvard he eschewed
an obvious career path into
finance and instead took a job at Mervyn’s, a West Coast
department-store chain owned by Dayton’s parent, Dayton
Hudson Corp. (now Target). From there it was on to the
Target stores themselves. Mr. Johnson transformed the
chain’s toy departments by devoting an entire aisle to
Lego products.

When Apple hired Mr. Johnson in 2000, he was based in
Minnesota and didn’t own a computer. (Jobs sent him an
iMac.) But Mr. Johnson had retail experience Apple lacked,
and Jobs seems to have identified in Mr. Johnson an enthu-
siasm for the project that matched his own. Apple had only
recently avoided bankruptcy. Jobs was persuaded that a
retail presence would be vital to the company’s comeback.

The CEO was making a gamble, but he and Mr. Johnson
realized that to rebuild the company’s profile Apple needed
to reach the regular people who shopped at places like Tar-
get. “Most of our future customers will be introduced to
Apple through the store,” Mr. Johnson recounts saying to
Jobs. “So, eventually, it will become the most powerful
physical expression of the brand.” They agreed to model
the store’s approach to customers on the Ritz-Cariton hotel
chain, rather than a traditional retail outlet, which led to
the concierge-like experience of the Genius Bar.

It’s hard to imagine now, but in the late 1990s Apple
products had little luster. As computers running Microsoft’s
Windows 95 took over the world, Apple seemed dedicated
to selling niche products. Jobs’s return to the company in
1997 and the introduction of the iMac (Apple’s first hit
product in years) started to change perceptions, but Apple
needed to reach buyers beyond its loyal base. Mr. Johnson
knew where to find those people—in America’s shopping
malls.

the news cycle. None advanced
the Republican cause. They
wasted time that can’t be re-
covered—time that could have
been spent explaining how the
GOP is fighting inflation,
showing how it’s stopping
fraud and wasteful spending,
sharpening contrasts with
Democrats on issues swing
voters really care about, or
making the case that prevent-
ing Iran from impeding the
flow of oil through the Strait
of Hormuz will lower gasoline
prices.

Without better application,
the White House's campaign
theory will come to nothing. A
blue wave is forming. The
White House has to do better.
Starting now.

Mr. Rove was senior adviser
and deputy chief of staff for
President George W. Bush and
is author of “The Triumph of
William McKinley” (Simon &
Schuster, 2015).

Gross Output Signals an Economic Surge

By Mark Skousen

ast year stagflation was
L a legitimate concern.

Real gross domestic
product rose only 2.2%, while
business-to-business spending
declined in real terms. In the
fourth quarter last year, real
GDP rose at an annual rate of
0.5%, and B2B spending de-
clined 2.2%, according to my
calculations based on Bureau
of Economic Analysis and Cen-
sus Bureau data. The supply
dlam expenenced stagflation.

There is a better, broader
statistic that tells what's really
going on in the economy.
Known as gross output, or GO,
it measures spending at all
stages of production.

Supply-chain economics is
big business. Total spending in
the USS. in the intermediate
stages of production amounted
to about $35 trillion in 2025,
more than GDP ($31 trillio
Business spending in the sup-
ply chain is much bigger and
more volatile than final con-
sumption and does a better job

of 1 the ups and

was ro-
bust, but there was a mild
business recession in 2025.

The economic picture is
changing, and we can see it
thanks to a little-known but
powerful macrostatistic that
measures spending at all stages
of production. GDP leaves out
the all-important supply chain,
a leading indicator.

downs of the business cycle.

Good news: Business activ-
ity is quickly changing this
year and is exploding upward,
at double-digit rates.

It started in the first quar-
ter and now has been con-
firmed. In the first quarter, the
BEA reported a plckup in gross

revised upward by 0.6% for-a
real return of 2.3% for the first
quarter. Unlike GDP, it includes
the value of the supply chain
and all B2B spending.
Wednesday’s release of sec-
ond-quarter GO was a block-
buster. GO is suddenly growing
faster than GDP, a significant
positive trend, and one that
suggests real GDP in the third
quarter could be explosive.
Second-quarter GO grew 5%
in real terms, compared with
real GDP growth of only 2.2%.
The difference is in the value
of the supply chain. Business to
business more than doubled
compared with the first quarter
and grew 13.8% in the second
quarter. This is the fastest
growth in business activity
since the bureau started mea-
suring the GO statistic in 2005
the postpand;

ing is growing faster than con-
sumer spending, which grew
only 3.8% in the second quar-
ter compared with business
increasing at a double-digit
rate.

Spending on Al and data
centers is undoubtedly behind
the explosive growth in busi-
ness activity, and capital spend-
ing by foreign investment in the
U.S. might also be contributing.

Most economists focus on
GDP when gauging economic
outlook. But GO should be
viewed as the top line in na-
tional income accounting, and
GDP as the bottom line. Both
metrics are essential to under-
standing where the economy is
headed.

M. Skousen holds a chair
in free enterpnse at Chap-
man ty and is author

rebounds 2021-22).
ot

output. On Wed it was

spend-

of “The Making of Modern
Economics.”

Apple stores struggled until the release of the
iPod music player, which made even Windows
users curious enough to wander inside.

Jobs brought his trademark product-development focus
to Apple’s retail stores, joining Mr. Johnson for regular
drives to a warehouse in which a secret mock-up of an
Apple store would regularly be revised. At one point after
most design decisions had been made, Mr. Johnson realized
that a forthcoming new product strategy—the “Digital
Hub,” which positioned Apple’s computers at the center of
a constellation of digital cameras, music players and acces-
sories—required a complete rethink of the retail operation.
Jobs was furious, until he thought about it—at which point
the mercurial CEO changed his opinion. “Ron thinks we've
got it all wrong. . .. And you know, he’s right,” Mr. Johnson
recounts Jobs telling Apple’s retail team.

The success of the strategy was hardly a fait accompli.
Many stores struggled until Jobs’s product pipeline came to
the rescue. With the introduction of the iPod music player
in 2001, Apple had a product that made even Windows
users curious enough to wander into an Apple store. Under
Mr. Johnson’s watch, Apple’s retail division became a behe-
moth operation, selling millions of iPods, iPhones and Macs
while opening stores around the world.

For a generation of people, the iPod was the first Apple
product they ever bought. Those buyers frequently ended
up buying Macs, and the arrival of the iPhone converted
even more customers. It’s hard to imagine Apple’s rise to a
trillion-dollar company happening if its products weren't
readily available in local retail stores.

Jobs and Mr. Johnson were kindred spirits when it came
to strategy, but temper they were a
pair—California tech and Midwestern retail. The book
details Mr. Johnson’s belief in a Christian view of love and
service, which informs his understanding of how to treat
customers and co-workers. The cynical and secular Jobs
didn’t seem to entirely get that. Mr. Johnson recounts
upbraiding Jobs at one point after the CEO swore at and
insulted his retail team during a meeting; he made his out-
spoken boss promise never to do it again.

Mr. Johnson doesn’t spare himself from questioning one
of his worst decisions, which was to leave Apple in 2011 for
the struggling retailer JCPenney, a move that even at the
time seemed misguided to market observers. The book
recounts his temptation (after 12 years at Apple) to lead a
company himself, a choice made exponentially more diffi-
cult because of Jobs's terminal cancer diagnosis.

But having read “Shop Different,” it’s easy to understand
why a Midwestern kid who was dazzled by department
stores might want to take a chance on one of America’s
most storied 20th-century retail brands. Maybe he didn’t
realize at the time that he’d already helped create one of
the 21st century’s best.

Mr. Snell has written about Apple for 30 years and is the
co-host of Designed in California (designed.fm), a podcast
about the company’s history.
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The U.S. Economy Is Accelerating

owd be forgiven for thinking the U.S. is
slouching toward recession based on
the gloomy headlines. But cheer up—
the Commerce Department on
Wednesday made an unusually
large upward revision in its
economic growth estimate for
the first half of the year. Might
rising yields on the 10-year

Evidence keeps coming
that investment and
growth are picking up.

some company valuations are stretched, in-
creases in stock prices are broader than a couple
of years ago when indexes were driven by the so-

called Magnificent Seven.
Net exports subtracted 1.1
percentage points from GDP in
the calculation, as Al compa-
mes imported more chips and
for their data center

Treasury reflect accelerating
economic growth?

The Commerce Department raised its GDP
growth estimate for the first quarter to 2.5%
from 2.1%, as well as for the second to 2.2% from
1.5%. These large revisions reflect newly avail-
able data as well as updates to annual bench-
marks that include refinements in methodology
since 2021.

The upward revisions to real GDP growth
stem partly from reduced inflation estimates.
But the bigger story is that business investment
and consumer spending have been stronger
than economists thought. Business investment
was revised up half a percentage point to 9%
thanks to higher spending on intellectual prop-
erty and structures tied to Al. Commerce says
data centers drove the increase, while informa-
tion processing equipment contributed to stron-
ger consumer spending

Admissions to spectator amusements also
buoyed consumer spending during the second
quarter. A World Cup dividend? Regardless,
lugher gasoline pnces don’t seem to be restrain-
has been
g1 owmg faster than personal incomes in recent
quarters, perhaps in part owing to the wealth
effect from a booming stock market. Fidelity re-
cently reported that the number of Americans
with more than a $1 million in the company’s
401(k)s surged 19% during the second quarter
to a record 769,000.

Americans can thank the Al boom, assisted by
the GOP tax bill, for lifting corporate profits and
equity prices. Corporate profits in the second
quarter rose 20.8% from a year earlier. Even if

Passengers Defeat a

wenty-five years after the 9/11 attacks,

the legacy of Flight 93 lives on. Israeli

passengers and Emirati crew members
fought off an apparent hijacking attempt of a
flight from Dubai in the United Arab Emirates to
Tel Aviv on Wednesday. They landed the commer-
cial jet in Saudi Arabia and saved some 180 lives.
Call it the Abraham Accords in action.

Details are still emerging, but the hijacker
appears to have been the Omani co-pilot, who
stabbed his fellow pilot, Smit Machchhar of In-
dia, and took control of the aircraft to drive it
into the ground. In 30 seconds the plane fell
more than 14,000 feet.

An Israeli passenger, Yaniv Hayun, and a crew
member broke into the cockpit, which the
wounded Indian pilot may have unlocked before
collapsing by the door. Mr. Hayun then put the
terrorist in a choke hold and worked with others
to throw him out of the cockpit.

With the pilot removed, Mr. Hayun took the
controls. “I pulled the yoke backward,” he re-
counted to Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu. “You see it on ‘Mayday,™ the TV show,
Mr. Hayun added by way of explanation. Passen-
gers tied up the terrorist and tended to the
wounded pilot. Mr. Hayun and another bloodied
Israeli can be seen on video standing guard.

Landed by other pilots on board, the flight
was diverted to Saudi Arabia, where the Israelis

build-out. But this is a positive
for U.S. domestic investment and growth. Im-
ports aren’t a sign of economic weakness.

The larger story here is that the economy as
awhole looks to be on a stronger footing than
during the Biden years when growth was driven
by government handouts. Recall how the Biden
team boasted that its climate spending was in-
creasing construction and even defended its
endless student loan forbearance as propping
up consumer spending.

Last year’s tax bill phased out green-energy
subsidies and made much-needed reforms to
food stamps that have reduced enrollment to
pre-pandemic levels. The Trump team also
made student loan borrowers make payments
again. Democrats said this would imperil the
economy. Apparently not.

The press has been in a panic over the rising
yield on the 10-year Treasury, which has crept
up 100 basis points this year to 5.29%. The con-
ventional wisdom is that higher energy prices
and expectations of more debt issuance are the
culprit, but faster growth and competition for
capital are contributing. Estimates for third
quarter GDP growth have also been rising as
September looks strong.

So if the economy is good, why do Americans
feel so glum? The likely answer is the hangover
from the Biden inflation, which continues to
erode wage gains and make it hard to save. Bor-
der taxes and higher gas prices haven’t helped.
Yet despite the prophecies that the war in Iran
would plunge the U.S. into a recession, the evi-
dence is that America’s economic animal spirits
are alive and well.

Would-Be Hijacker

were treated. This is new for the Saudis, who
still refuse formal relations with Jerusalem and
reportedly didn’t want an Israeli plane to pick
up the passengers. But what the terrorist meant
for evil became an opportunity for good.

Though the Omani co-pilot is currently be-
lieved to have acted alone, Mohsen Rezaei, Iran’s
top national security adviser, released a state-
ment after the hijacking to threaten the U.A.E.
even more than it already has for having hosted
Mr. Netanyahu on Sunday. Also on Wednesday,
UK. Prime Minister Andy Burnham said there are
“strong indications” that Iran aided the recent
terror plot against a Royal Air Force base used
by U.S. war planes in the United Kingdom.

The Emiratis are unlikely to be intimidated.
Flydubai flew to and from Israel through some
of the most dangerous periods of the post-Oct.
7, 2023 war, even as U.S. airlines canceled. One
way of viewing the hijacking is as an attack on
that route and the Abraham Accords behind it.
It failed and, other than vigilance, the best re-
sponse will be more flights, tourism, diplomacy
and commerce,

The threat from Islamic terrorism isn’t over.
But on their way home to Israel at last, survi-
vors of the hijacking could be seen on video
breaking into an old Jewish song: “The whole
entire world is a very narrow bridge / and the
main thing—is to have no fear at all.”

The End of the Fed Building Fiasco

ow many economists does it take to ren-

ovate an office building? The optimal

number is zero, to judge from a new re-
port into the fiasco of a Federal
Reserve building project. The
salient point is that this proj-
ect fell victim to as much in-
competence as yow'd expect,
and no criminality.

Fed Inspector-General Mi-
chael Horowitz on Wednesday released his re-
port into cost overruns on renovations of the
Fed’s main Eccles building and an office complex
across the street. Budgeted for $1.3 billion, the
current cost estimate has ballooned to $2.4 bil-
lion and it’s on track to be completed three years
behind schedule.

You've heard about this because President
Trump tried to exploit the cost overruns and de-
lays to concoct a governance crisis at the Fed.
His Justice Department in January issued a
criminal subpoena to then-Chairman Jerome
Powell concerning allegedly incorrect testimony
Mr. Powell had given to Congress about the proj-
ect. Mr. Trump hoped to push Mr. Powell out of
his chairmanship early.

Mr. Horowitz’s report finally tells the public
what happened, and the IG describes a long and
expensive comedy of errors. The renovation on
a different Fed building, completed in 2022, had
run over budget and past schedule. That
prompted an earlier IG examination. The Fed
tried to apply those lessons to this project but
did so ineptly.

For instance, for the Eccles project the Fed at-

to adopt the r dation to use a
type of construction contract that shifts the risk
of cost overruns to the contractor. But officials
tried to sign the agreement at a phase in the de-
sign process when the contractor couldn’t esti-
mate key costs, negating the benefits. Officials also
kept changing crucial elements of the design—
such as switching to a closed-office from open-

An IG report finds
familiar incompetence,

but no criminality.
I

plan—that made the cost a moving target.

Some of the problems are classic Washington.
The government always seems surprised by the
engineering challenges with
building in a malarial swamp,
which explains why other re-
cent nearby projects also ran
way over budget. Some short-
comings are unique to the Fed,
including a governance model
that requires academic macroeconomists on the
Board of Governors to oversee a complex con-
struction project. Picture the faculty lounge try-
ing to build a new football stadium.

New Fed Chair Kevin Warsh in his response
to the IG report proposes the solution the Fed
should have adopted from the start. He’s hand-
ing the Eccles project to the General Services Ad-
ministration, the branch of government that has
experience, er, mismanaging building projects
within normal parameters.

But the key conclusion here concerns the ac-
cusations of criminality. “At no point during our
evaluation did we find reasonable grounds to be-
lieve that a violation of federal criminal law had
occurred,” Mr. Horowitz writes. “Further, while
our report outlines deficiencies in the manage-
ment of the renovation project . . . we did not
identify administrative misconduct during our
evaluation.”

This is a political opportunity. Mr. Powell has
bucked convention to linger on the Fed board
past his chairmanship ostensibly to defend the
Fed’s independence from Mr. Trump. The report
now offers reassurance that Mr. Powell is in the
legal clear. This clears the path for Mr. Powell
to resign in line with tradition and do his part
to de-escalate the unhelpful political battles that
have ensnared the Fed.

Then the GSA can finish the building, the Fed
can worry about monetary policy, and Mr.
Trump can talk about the growing economy. Or
s0 we can dream.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

’s Behavior Will Matter More Than Its Mind

Holman W. Jenkins, Jr. states that “a
long fight is brewing over whether Als
are conscious” (“Will the Al Frenzy
Add Up to Anything?” Business World,
Sept. 26). Much has been debated
about when or whether this will hap-
pen, but neuroscientists like me and
my colleagues can’t even truly agree on
2 definition of what consciousness is.

In the case of AL this debate is moot.
It doesn’t matter whether we can de-
fine whether AI will become conscious,
but behavior is what matters. There is
ample evidence that its behavior is al-
most indistinguishable from that of
conscious beings. It won’t be long be-
fore these programs operate at the
same level as a 10-year-old who has
mastered the fundamentals of reading
and can learn independently from that
point forward. At that point it doesn’t
matter whether Al is conscious or not;
it matters what it does.

Marraews W. Gwynn, MLD. FAAN
Atlanta

Peggy Noonan's “Trump Is in Denial
About Al’s Danger” (Declarations,
Sept. 26) and Mr. Jenkins'’s “Will the
Al Frenzy Add Up to Anything?” look

at the same rapidly developing tech-
nology and come away with strikingly
different conclusions. Ms. Noonan
sees an approaching danger requiring
urgent action. Mr. Jenkins sees seri-
ous risks but warns against confused,
hurried responses.

Their disagreement illustrates
something missing from much of the
current debate: We keep talking about
Al as though it were one thing. But
there is an enormous difference be-
tween increasingly autonomous fron-
tier systems that may act with limited
human supervision and the Al tools al-
ready being used every day in medi-
cine, science, education and business.

We should take the warnings of
Dario Amodei, Sam Altman, Geoffrey
Hinton and others seriously without
allowing fears about tomorrow’s fron-
tier systems to frighten us from re-
sponsibly using today’s technology.

Perhaps the sensible position lies
somewhere between Ms. Noonan’s
alarm and Mr. Jenkins’s restraint: Be
cautious about the frontier, but deci-
sive about responsible adoption.

Magk R. Granniny
Rochester, N.Y.

How America Should Power the AI Revolution

Regarding Peter Earle’s op-ed “Al
and the Dangers of Electric Light-
ing’ ” (Sept. 24): Mr. Earle’s com-
parison of artificial intelligence to
the early days of electrification
raises an enduring question: How do
we manage legitimate risks of new
technologies without impeding their
promise for prosperity and quality
of life?

That question matters today as
Al accelerates infrastructure build-
out across domestic manufacturing
sectors while boosting efficiency
and optimization. Yet this progress
runs on power—and a lot of it:
Data centers could consume as
much as 12% of the nation’s elec-
tricity by 2028, according to the
Energy Department, up from 4.4%
in 2023.

The answer should be risk-based
policies that protect consumer safety
and energy system reliability without
one-size-fits-all prescriptions that be-
come barriers to innovation. Trans-
parent, consensus-based standards
play an equally important role, giving
companies common benchmarks while

allowing technologies to evolve and
improve.

That is the approach my organi-
zation is taking alongside ASHRAE
and Pacific Northwest National Lab-
oratory through the Al Data Center
Energy Performance Framework,
which brings together experts to
guide the safe, reliable and efficient
expansion of digital infrastructure.

The electroindustry already sup-
ports 2.35 million American jobs and
contributes more than $375 billion to
the U.S. economy annually. Al offers
enormous opportunities for that
workforce and the broader economy.
But realizing them will require infra-
structure and standards capable of
keeping pace.

The lesson from electrification
isn’t to fear transformative technol-
ogy. It is to manage its risks intelli-
gently while giving innovation room
to serve.

DEERA PHILLIPS

President, CEO

The National Electrical
Manufacturers Association
Arlington, Va.

Stop Funding the College Conformity Machine

Manu Meel is correct that many
students are “tired of uncurious or-
thodoxy” on college c:

Those outside the ivory tower
should take away the matches from
iacs Mr. Manu de-

(“Who's Afraid of Civility and Dia-
logue on Campus,” op-ed, Sept. 26). I
have seen that firsthand while lead-
ing discourse programs at Bucknell
University and several others. Yet if
tomorrow’s leaders are going to get
the serious and vigorous education
they deserve, action is needed from
a host of others.

Donors should only entrust their
money to administrators and projects
that break the depressing collegiate
mold. Lawmakers should only entrust
the public’s money to institutions that
prove they’re serious about exposing
students to unorthodox views and
voices. And parents should only trust
their children to schools where rea-
soned disagreement and the search for
truth define the campus experience.

Al Risk Is « Human Problem

Regarding “Al Leaders Are Stand-
ing on a Liability Landmine” (Heard
on the Street, Sept. 23), Palantir CEO
Alex Karp’s key proposition in a recent
CNBC interview was the opposite of
nationalizing the risk of loss, namely
“the first line of defense is you're lia-
ble for your own actions.”

Mr. Karp is right that Al developers
should remain subject to civil liability
for the systems they create, but he
doesn’t go far enough. Directors of Del-
aware corporations owe fiduciary du-
ties that include a duty of oversight and
can face personal liability when they
act in bad faith by consciously disre-
garding sufficiently serious “red flags”
concerning risks to the corporation.

Effective regulation requires techni-
cal expertise, much of which resides
within or is financially connected to
the industry being regulated. Existing
fiduciary law offers a partial answer.
Personal liability changes the risk-re-
ward calculation, giving directors an
incentive to demand credible safety
systems. And fiduciary oversight is
largely self-executing. It doesn’t re-
quire government regulators capable
of matching the technical expertise of
Al labs.

If Al poses the extraordinary risks its
developers describe, the solution may
be in the boardroom, not Congress.

StuarT IRVIN
Washington

Letters intended for publication should
be emailed to wsj.ltrs@wsj.com. Please
include your city, state and telephone
number. All letters are subject to
editing, and unpublished letters cannot
be acknowledged.

the p;
scribes—the ones who think dialogue
is an Israeli front and are burning
down institutions from the inside—all
across America.
CHARLES MITCHELL
Open Discourse Coalition
Lewisburg, Pa.

Balancing the Campus Books

Regarding your editorial “Congress
Tries to Fix College Sports” (Sept. 26):
The federal government might con-
sider a straightforward approach to re-
scind the tax-free status of any accred-
ited higher education institution that
pays any employee or staff member of
its athletic staff more than the highest
paid head of any academic depart-
ment. This would force schools, their
governing boards and, in some cases,
state legislatures to decide if they re-
ally want an educational institution or
a sports-dominated entity with an at-
tached educational effort.

With their tax status removed, uni-
versities would treat tuition and
sports fees as income with academic
and sports costs as expenses. Scholar-
ships with payments up to the cost of
tuition, room and board, and academic
expenses would be deductions. Stu-
dents receiving scholarships (aca-
demic or athletic) under these guide-
lines would not be taxed, but
payments above that limit would be
taxable. The big loss would be that do-
nors making donations would no lon-
ger be able to treat them as deduc-
tions on their taxes.

Who knows? We might eventually
see coaches earning less than million-
dollar salaries while NFL teams, val-
ued at tens of billions of dollars, cre-
ate their own minor league.

PauL W. Horr
Bedford, N.H.

Pepper ...
And Salt
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“Your wolverine aggressiveness
is on point but I think we need
to start with smaller prey.”
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Ukraine’s Stealthy Drone Warriors

By Jillian Kay Melchior

Southeastern Ukraine
he scene resembles the
Ukrainian flag: yellow
fields of corn, sunflowers
and wheat, a crisp blue
September sky. We park on

the perimeter of a field, in the shade
of a row of lindens. “These trees are
quite inhabited,” says my guide—call
sign Leon—a soldier in a brigade of
Ukraine’s Unmanned Systems Forces
known as Magyar’s Birds. Under the
dense foliage, soldiers on the ground
work in what looks like a pumpkin
patch. Instead of tending squash,
they are rigging 12 fixed-wing drones
‘with 22 pounds of explosives. “Agri-
culture in Ukraine,” Leon says with a
smile.

These drones have a range of up
to 250 miles, enough to cover all the
Ukrainian territory Russia occupies.
Today they’ll fly toward Novoa-
zovsk, a district of Donetsk between
Mariupol and the Russian border. A
Magyar’s Birds reconnaissance team
spotted a cluster of expensive en-
emy vehicles—a “tasty” or “juicy”
target, the soldiers say.

Midrange drones have
degraded some Russian
electronic-warfare systems

and hobbled 300 vessels.

Given the risk of Russian recon-
naissance, the plan is to “get in, get
armed, and get in the air” fast, Leon
says. Launching a drone is far less
cumbersome than firing a missile.
The foliage conceals the drones as
they are prepared, and a barn could
do the same in the winter. On larger
missions involving several dozen
drones, the Ukrainians might use
several launch sites. The launches
are dispersed and inconspicuous—

ing them harder for the Russians
to counter. In the Middle East, the
U.S. and Gulf partners are struggling
against Iranian drones for similar
reasons,

The drones I saw were rigged with
explosives powerful enough to pene-

trate 11 inches of steel in a direct hit.
The research-and-development de-
partment of Magyar’s Birds custom-
‘makes as many as 100,000 warheads
a month for short- and midrange
strikes and supplies more than a
dozen other units, mainly within the
Unmanned Systems Forces. Magyar’s
Birds assemble more than 50 different
models, each calibrated for the spe-
cific type of drone and target.

Once the drone is ready, soldiers
gingerly place it on the catapult
launcher. As propellers whir during
warm-up, one drone’s camera shakes.
An engineer tinkers and steadies it
so the pilot will have a stable view.
But generally the drones arrive mis-
sion-ready, partially a result of “con-
tinuous feedback” with Ukraine’s
arms developers, says the field com-
mander, who goes by the call sign
Cousteau. The drone rises, then dis-
appears into the sky. “Two years ago,
we needed to have our pilots near
us,” and proximity put the pilots at
risk, Leon says. Today with an inter-
net connection they can fly from
hundreds of miles away.

Leon later updates me on the mis-
sion’s results, with footage. Un-
manned Systems Forces units get
credit for a kill only if they have
video proof. The Russians shot down
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A drone launched by Ukrainian soldiers in the Kharkiv region.

two midrange drones, and another
was lost after communications went
down, possibly because of electronic
warfare. One more missed its target.
But the remaining eight hit their
marks. The mission destroyed four
Russian military cargo trucks and
three fuel trucks and damaged an ad-
ditional fuel truck.

“We understand logistics is the
blood flow of war,” says Maj. Robert
“Magyar” Brovdi, commander of
Ukraine’s Unmanned Systems Forces.
Until now, to cut a logistics artery,
you needed to position infantry close
enough to hit targets with artillery,
lay mines or blow up bridges. “But
now,” Maj. Brovdi says, “the question
is only the availability of drones and
the quantity of drones.”

Such an interdiction campaign is
one feature of the Third Army Corps’
Operation Vivaldi, which has
thwarted a Russian offensive aimed
at encircling the Ukrainian eastern
defensive stronghold known as the
Fortress Belt. Third Army Corps also
says it has recently reclaimed about
68 square miles in the direction of
Lyman, a city in the Donetsk region.
One example of how midrange
strikes helped there: Some of Rus-
sia’s electronic warfare systems run
on generators, so hammering fuel lo-
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gistics helped degrade this enemy
capability.

Maj. Brovdi cites other recent suc-
cesses. Oil and gas revenue pays for
Vladimir Putin’s war, and Russia uses
its shadow fleet to evade sanctions
and smuggle fuel abroad. Since July
the Unmanned Systems Forces have
targeted these vessels in the Black
Sea and the Sea of Azov. Sinking an
oil tanker could cause an environ-
mental disaster, but it’s easy to inca-
pacitate the vessel with a drone
strike on a crucial area like an en-
gine room. Maj. Brovdi says that as
of Sept. 22, his soldiers had turned
300 Russian vessels into "drlftmg

in the sea.
of moving by themselves,”

He says his troops are also block-
ading Crimea “without a foot on the
ground” and without any losses from
the Unmanned Systems Forces. At-
tacks on missile launch sites in Cri-
mea have dramatically decreased the
number of ballistic and cruise mis-
siles launched from that direction, he
says. If it had Starlink access over
Russia to go after more mobile mis-
sile launchers, Ukraine could further
erode the enemy’s ability to hit Kyiv
and other cities.

“The aim is to create a systematic
effect, not only to disrupt logistics,”

Getting
To Know
Kevin Warsh

By Alan S. Blinder

ew Federal Reserve chairmen
N don’t come around often. It’s

a major event for markets
even if most people ignore it. The
term lasts four years, but most
chairmen serve longer and there are
no term limits. Alan Greenspan was
chairman for an astounding 18%
years.

Kevin Warsh has been on the job
since May, the 11th Fed chairman
since the central bank’s 1935 restruc-
turing. Remember the old song “Get-
ting to Know You"? Markets need to
get to know Mr. Warsh better, and
Mr. Warsh needs to get to know the
markets better. It’s normal but may
be more important than usual now
because Mr. Warsh says he wants
markets to do their own forecasting
of Fed decisions with little or no
guidance from the central bank. So
what have we learned about Mr.
Warsh’s leadership? Five things:

First, the new Fed chief handles
himself well on television and in
public genera].ly He is personable,

o /

Leon says. Ukraine's
strikes on air defenses leave Russian
forces at the front more

and has
abundant people skills.

They also open a corridor for
Ukraine to conduct aerial attacks
deep in Russia while stretching the
Kremlin’s air defenses even thinner.
The Russians are adjusting to the
midrange strikes, in part by moving
men and munitions stealthily in civil-
ian vehicles. They also have in-
creased the number of mobile fire
groups that try to shoot down Ukrai-
nian drones.

The Unmanned Systems Forces
has identified thousands of potential
Russian targets, and it has crews
ready to take them on. But Ukraine’s
most acute problem remains supply.
Leon estimates the Unmanned Sys-
tems Forces has only 14% of the mid-
range drones it needs.

Ms. Melchior is a London-based
member of the Journal editorial
board.

Shareholders Should Pay for AT Dangers

By Gabriel Rauterberg
And Sarath Sanga

ario Amodei of Anthropic has
D warned that, within a year,

swarms of artificial-intelli-
gence agents could take over the in-
ternet and do hundreds of billions of
dollars in damage. His biggest rivals,
Sam Altman and Elon Musk, agreed.
Suppose they’re right and the dam-
age is done. Who pays?

Under current law, you do. If a
bankrupt company can’t pay its
debts, shareholders aren’t liable and
the people it harmed have nowhere
to go.

This rule is called limited liability.
It's so familiar you might think it’s in
the nature of any corporation. But it
isn’t. National banks didn’t have lim-
ited liability until the rise of deposit
insurance in the 1930s. Neither did
California corporations of any kind.
American Express traded actively
without it until 1965. Sole propri-
etorships and general partnerships
have never had it.

Limited Lability for torts is a sub-
sidy to today’s shareholders paid for
by tomorrow’s tort victims. For A,
that subsidy should end. That means
if an AI company faces a mass tort
and runs out of money, its share-
holders should have to pay.

Limited liability for Al companies
isn’'t always a problem. For lenders
and other contract parties, limited
liability is merely a term in a deal. It
means that if the company can’t pay,
the lenders can’t go after the owners
for the rest. A bank that lends to an
AI company knows the rule and can
price it into the loan. If it wants
more protection, it can ask the own-
ers for a personal guarantee.

But tort victims never made a
deal. A hospital hacked by rogue Al
never chose to do business with the
company at all. That's why limited li-
ability shouldn’t apply to torts.

Most of the time we tolerate lim-
ited liability because mass torts are

rare and we don’t know they're going
to happen in advance. Had asbestos
manufacturers announced in 1950
that their product might kill hun-
dreds of thousands, no legislature
would have said their owners should
have limited liability. The heads of
frontier labs have said their compa-
nies could be responsible for such a
mass tort, or worse. They’ve made
the case against limited liability.

Companies that say they’re
endangering the public
shouldn’t get the privilege
of limited legal liability.

That case, as we argue in a recent
paper, is strongest when a corpora-
tion’s profits and the risks it poses
rise together, and when those risks
are extreme and unbounded. That’s
exactly the situation Al executives
describe. Customers demand the ca-
pabilities that make the product so
dangerous. The more successful the
product, the more risk likely lands
on the public.

Building more-capable models
without these risks is the engineer-
ing problem that labs say they need
more time to solve. Congress isn’t
about to solve it. But Congress
doesn’t have to. It can establish a li-
ability rule and let incentives do the
work.

In the 19th century, locomotives
threw off hot embers that set nearby
fields and barns ablaze. Lawmakers
didn’t engineer a technical solution.
They and the courts made the rail-
roads pay for the damage. The rail-
roads responded by fitting spark ar-
resters to their engines and clearing
brush along the tracks. Once the in-
centive to do so was in place, the
companies supplied technical fixes.

Shareholder liability can be nar-
row and still work. It need only ap-
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ply to the handful of firms that train
frontier models. Passive investors
can have their liability capped, so in-
dex funds can still hold AI stock and
price the risk. Controlling sharehold-
ers such as Mr. Amodei and Mark
Zuckerberg should pay without a
cap, since by their own admission
they control the risk.

The predictable objection to such
a policy change will be China. For
now, America is leading the global
race for Al leadership. Anything that
slows the home industry, so the ar-
gument goes, only helps the other
side.

That objection assumes that
Washington has so far been hands-
off. In reality it’s already up to its el-
bows. The government decides
which chips may be sold to China,
which labs get Pentagon contracts,
and which labs get blacklisted. Even
if the rule did handicap U.S. firms, a
powerful Washington lobby would
have reason to push for imposing
the same terms on Beijing’s Al

champions. Washington could make
Chinese access to American chips
conditional on adopting the same
rule.

The U.S. can go on pouring capital
into Al research and data-center
construction. It can extend cheap
loans, tax credits and whatever else
it likes, even in exchange for giving
up limited liability. But it shouldn't
extend a subsidy that pushes Al risks
onto everyone else.

Anthropic is about to go public.
Before it does, it could set an exam-
ple and waive limited liability for
torts on its own; state law expressly
allows that, Anthropic is already a
public-benefit corporation, with a
majority of its board appointed by
an independent trust. If its chief ex-
ecutive thinks the industry should
slow down, this is how he can put
his money where his mouth is.

Mr. Rauterberg is a professor at
Columbia Law School. Mr. Sanga is
a professor at Yale Law School.

Rocky Is Back on Top

By Randy Maniloff

Mr. Stallone spoke at the 2006
ceremeny on the museum steps to
the statue’s return.

he city of Phi ia has

permanently installed an 8%2-

foot bronze sculpture of
Rocky Balboa outside the Philadel-
phia Museum of Art. It is about
time.

This is an underdog story worthy
of Rocky, the boxer portrayed by Syl-
vester Stallone in the film franchise.
The sculpture first appeared in 1982
“Rocky IIL,” when the character was
world heavyweight champion. Phila-
delphia paid tribute to its fictional
hometown pugilist by placing his im-
age at the top of the 72 steps that he
ran up in a memorable scene from
the inaugural film in 1976.

Mr. Stallone gave the bronze, by
the sculptor A. Thomas Schomberg,
to the city. It remained at the mu-
seum for a short period. But the mu-
seum and the Philadelphia Art Com-
mission wanted Rocky gone, They
feared that having a former movie
prop close to the museum could
damage its reputation. Rocky was ex-
iled to South Philadelphia and in-
stalled outside the Spectrum arena,
where the 76ers and Flyers played
until the 1990s.

In 2006 Rocky returned to the art
museum as part of a mayoral effort
to revitalize public spaces, but in a
much less prominent perch—at the
foot of the steps.

Even installing it near the mu-
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seum proved controversial. ’I‘wo
of the city’s art i
voted against it. One said it was “not
a work of art,” another that it didn’t
“raise the standards of the city.”

“All you want is a slice of the Ameri-
can dream,” he said. “That’s what
Rocky was about.” He said the
sculpture wasn't about him. “It’s
about you,” he told the crowd. “Be-
cause inside of every one of you,
there’s a real Rocky.” Rocky was
back, albeit at the kids’ table.

It’s been half a century
since the Stallone movie.
Better late than never.

In 2024 an identical Rocky statue,
owned by Mr. Stallone—also made by
Mr. Schomberg—was placed at the
top of the museum steps as part of
RockyFest, a weeklong celebration of
the franchise,

This year, city officials approved
the famous location as the original
sculpture’s permanent home. “This
location on the Rocky steps is insepa-
rable from the story of the statue,”
Philadelphia’s chief cultural officer
and public art director wrote in a let-
ter. They described their decision as
“an opportunity to lean in to the
evolving conversatlon about what is
considered ‘art.

About four million people annually
visit the Rocky statue. If they are
looking for inspiration, they have
come to the right place.

Mr. Maniloff is an attorney at
White & Williams LLP in Philadelphia.

We’ve learned a lot about
him since May. The market
needs to learn even more.

Second, those people skills may
extend to dealing with Donald
Trump. I say “may” because it’s early
days. Mr. Warsh has now managed
one interest-rate hike without Mr.
Trump blowing his top. We know the
president craves lower interest rates,
not higher ones. But reporting sug-
gests he gave Mr. Warsh the green
light rather than see his newly in-
stalled chairman outvoted on the
Federal Open Market Committee
(FOMC). That was sensible, but it
might have taken a large dose of
those people skills.

Third, and related, Mr. Warsh re-
mained true to his hawkish roots de-
spite Mr. Trump’s hyperdovish views.
If you worried that Mr. Warsh wounld
be a sock puppet for the president,
you can worry less now.

Fourth, Mr. Warsh made clear he
believes in the Fed’s dual mandate of
low inflation and high employment.
That mandate distinguishes the Fed
from many other central banks with
an inflation-only mandate. Critics
have argued this is a shortcoming of
the Federal Reserve Act.

In some early statements, Mr.
Warsh sounded as if he might agree.
But he made clear, first in his Aug.
28 Jackson Hole speech and then in
his Sept. 16 press conference, that he
believes in and will be guided by the
dual mandate. Hurrah for that.

Fifth, while Mr. Warsh has said
repeatedly that he doesn't want the
Fed giving “forward guidance”—indi-
cations about its leanings for future
policy—he and the FOMC have done
exactly that. More likely it’s the na-
ture of forward guidance and its vol-
ume that he wants to change.

1 was in the audience listening to
his talk at Jackson Hole—at a time
when the betting on a September rate
increase was about 50/50. The speech
made a clear and persuasive case for
raising interest rates. So clear that on
the eve of the September FOMC
meeting, markets were pricing in a
92% chance of the 25-basis-point hike
that actually occurred.

What Mr. Warsh really doesn’t
like, I believe, is something forward
guidance normally doesn’t do: lock-
ing the central bank into future de-
cisions. The FOMC did that for a
while as it tried to help the econ-
omy escape the 2008 financial col-
lapse. Several FOMC statements
promised not to raise rates for a de-
fined period.

But the Fed wound up abandoning
that approach. So even that episode
actually illustrates that worries
about precommitment are over-
blown. Forward guidance stating
that rates were frozen until date X
was used several times, but the dates
changed in later rate announcements
as circumstances warranted. Mone-
tary policy wasn’t locked in.

Today, the FOMC gives forward
guidance—without calling it that—in
its quarterly Summary of Economic
Projections, which forecasts several
key variables, including the federal-
funds rate, over several years. These
projections change all the time. There
is no indication of lock-in and almost
no one thinks of those forecasts as
commitments. They are more like
guesses about the future.

All in all, I come away from Mr.
Warsh’s early months in office feel-
ing I've gotten to know him better.
With midterm elections and more in-
terest-rate hikes on the horizon,
markets need to do that, too.

Mr. Blinder is a professor of eco-
nomics and public affairs at Prince-
ton. He served as vice chairman of
the Federal Reserve, 1994-96.
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RBA pushed to cut rates
then let down by spending

Former RBA governor Lowe getting last laugh as Bullock in hot seat

The RBA took a dent toits credibility during abackdrop of volatile
the pandemic when then governor Philip international markets. The latest CP]
Lowe gave forward guidance that ultra-low igures, released on Wednesday, cloud the
interest rates would continue well into the outlook because while headline mﬁa\lun at
future. When global inflation took off 4 per centwas bel ummu
Iargdv asaresult of supply di 4.1 percent at36

ic, Dr Lowe tostart  percentinthel2months toJuly, wellabove

lifting rates and eating humble pie. He was
criticised forwamngtoo long toliftratesand

allowing

the bank’s target band of 2-3per cent.
Ms Bullock has had her“Lowe” moment

warse than should have bﬁ.n thecase.
When Labor came to power, Jim
Chalmers dispensed with Dr Lowe,
declining to extend his tenure, and shook up
both the make-up as well as the decision-
makingprocedures of the RBA. Along with
the changes came: demandsthat the RBA
pay inhowit

LETTERS

Rate rise punishes battlers, young mortgage holders

The Reserve Bank’s decision to
raise the cash rate by 0.25 percent-
agepointsto4.60 per cent will add
to the pressure on Australians al-
ready struggling with mortgages,

can they quickly produce more
homes or improve productivity,
The RBA, itself, identifies global
energy prices, domestic capacity
pressures and weak productivity
aspart of the current problem.

tello were paying off the Labor
debt they inherited, whereas
Anthony Albanese and Chalmers
are rapidly adding to our national

lebt.
Evcrymmg comes hack to how

rents and evervday bills, making
life harder for and
small businesses,

It deserves scrutiny because
Australia’s inflation problem has
more than one cause. Higher in-
terest rates can reduce spending
over time. But they cannot pro-
duce more homes, lower global
fuel prices or bring down elec-
m’dlymsts

A rateriseisso bluntand it falls

Addingto

hardest on borrowers who may
already have cut every optional
expense, while doing ||tl]cdm.ﬂly

(Iehl by suemlmg tax revenue on
nonproductive social issues does
nothing Lo improve our national
but does a lot of

tochange,
ply constraints.

Australians deserve an infla-
tion strategy that addresses the
causes of rising prices, rather than
repeatedly  asking indebted

b
y
Ange Kenos, Niddric, Vic

economic harm.
Brian Barker, Bulimba, Qld

The RBA has once again in-
creased interest rates for all Aus-
tralians. This is cruelty, aimed

of faili t soon enough and isnow Sy

locked ina war of wurdamth the tributor fo inflation, and the na-
iztoblime. Most thathigh delay

that higher rates may delay con-

emnomtsksamsuimg thh D: Bu'l’kzc'{( \\dl?w struction. Raising the cost of

that 00 high an: problem

productivity growth hasstalled, Iamng no
room for, gruwth without inflation. Anthony
Al.b:mzse and Treasurer Jim Chalmers are

{ idesofthe street

sets rates, Ahead of the last federal election,
the RBA faced a full-court press from trade

that domestic inflation is a problem but
blnmmg high oil prices on the war with Iran.
the

unions, former kreasum' \Nayne S d

senior
in calling for an ear] Iy endto |ls rates
tightening cycle. ACTU secretary Sally
MeManussaid in September 2023 that the
central bank needed to change direction,
and focus on full employment and the
impact of “excessive corporate profits” on
inflation. In September 2024, Mr Swan
unleashed an extraordinary anack on the
ibility of the RBA, f

“hammering households™. putting “dogma
over rati ic decisi king”
and of “punching itselfin the face” through
poorjudgments in keeping rates high.

Ms Bullock started to cut rates in
February 2025, and again in April - ahead of
the May 3 federal election - but has

but not the numbers. At 269
percent of GDP, government spending is at
its highest level for 40 years outside of the

lemic. And, as Judith Sloan h, it

harder tosolve.

The RBA must explain why
another increase is the right re-
sponse to these price pressures,
how long housebolds should ex-
pect to wait for relief, and what

T'm no economist but T cant help
thinking that our country’s dire
economic situation is due almost
entirely to the billions spent on
this government’s ridiculous cli-
mate change (and

squarely at mortgage holders and
o e

approach to stow consumption.
The increase in interest rates
benefits the banks.

would have all workers contribu-
ting to the reduction of inflation
rather than young mortgage hold-
ers bearing the brunt of interest
rateincreases.

The other advantage is that
mortgage holders would not be
paying extra money to the bank
but they would be contributing to
their long-termsavings.

Isavel Carija, Shenton Park, WA

Anthony Albanese stated in 2022
that “after almost a decade of this
Liberal-National government, the
costs of essentials are out of con-
trol, real wages are falling. and
now interest rates are rising by a
quarterofaper cent”.

Didn't take Albanese half that
time to achieve thesame resuits.
Terry Davis, Lindfield. NSW

AUSEOLEEINA V1

LAST POST

Jim Chalmers is right. The
Australian economy is totally at
the mercy of foreign wars,
global forces, climate change
and gamma rays from outer
space, and there's nothing he
can doabout it. So why do we
need a treasurer (“Homegrown
harm”, 30/9)?

Trevor Farrant, Hackney, SA

Perhaps a national quiz could be
held to guess the next reason
our Treasurer, Deputy
Treasurer and PrimeMinister
can devise to justify the
country’s ecanomic disaster and
rate increase. We've had
Trump's elongated war in the
Middie East and the global AT
invasion already nominated for
this week's collection. What will

Here is a simple i
Australia is fortunate in having
ion, so

Malcolm Turnbull's self-aggran-
dising Snowy 2.0).
Jan Noble, Fig Tree Pocket, Qld

evidence itto change
course.

Higher interest rates cannot
Iower |he glohal price of oil, ease

to fuel supplies or

isarepeat performance for Labor. When
Kevin Rudd took office in 2007 the budget
deficit doubled from 2.1 per centof GDP to
4.2percentin Labor’s first year. Net debt
went fromzero to $210bn by thetime Mr
Rudd lost office. Today, debtis $1 trillion,
with Dr Chalmers seeing no prospect of a
budget surplus for the next 40 years.

Ms Bullock can take comfort from the
fact Dr Lowe isfinally getting the last laugh.
Inaninterview !hls week, Dr Lowe said

upwar
presureomnﬁ:mun Hesmd 'chm\ ﬁnd

ly been forced to changs LAt
4.6 per cent, the cash rateisnow 0.25
percentage points higher than it wasat the
peak of the last rates cycle before the
election. Another 25-basis-point rise in the
cash rate on Tuesday posmons Australia

deficitsat
atime where we'reat full emplovmml and
prices arevery
be running sizeable surpluses.” He added
“Public palicy isnolonger focused on
E fthe pie. It’ by

near the top of the list for

bothinflation and interest rates.
Inhindsight, the RBA started to cut rates
too early and has been trying to repair its

Asaneconomist, Ms Bullock musl-surel_v
agree with her old boss. Shemust ignore the
politicians and focus on the job at hand.

IR reform as vital as 40 years ago

directly reduce the cost of moving
goods around the country. Nor

Treasurer Jim Chalmers says our
budget is “in good nick”. The facts
say otherwise.

He says taxes were higher
when Peter Costello was trea-
surer, but John Howard and Cos-

Y
why doesn't our government, in-
stead of increasing interest rates
to combat high inflation, in con-
sultation with the RBA have, say,
2percenttaken out of every work-
er’s wages or salary, with that
money placed into their superan-
nuation funds?

This simple ends would

Israel has been at war for almost
three years, yet its central bank
has cut rates four times this year,
to 325 per cent. Australia, at
peace. has had four rises.

Perhaps the Treasurer could
explain to every Australian mort-
gage holder why a nation fighting
awar better

ithe
Anne Lindsay, Stanthorpe. Qld.

Why have interest rates risen to
the highest level in 15 years?
Because they have been too low
forl5 years?

Andrew Shaw, Buderim, Qid

Th ‘

than his government manages

reduce money in circulation and

Alec Savicky, Elsternwick, Vie

Caring for Indigenous
kids must get K;—iority
on PM’s agen
I find it bewildering that, on re-
turning from his recent trip to the
US, the Prime Minister's first trips
within Australia have been to
Launceston for a sport-related
handout. followed by Victoria he-
cause, come 2028, there will be
federal funding for work on the
airport link train. (We Victorians
will believe it when we see i)
Does he not understand that
his first priority should have been
to go to Port Hedland? His most
urgent issue is the failure of the
federal and West Australian gov-
ernments to protect many young
Indigenous children whose living
conditions are an utter disgrace.
This should have precedence
over anything else.
Liz Riordan, Newtown, Vic

Workplace reform is key to lifting productivity and living standards

interest ddeb ‘md
fallin livi

a helter industrial relations system mustbea
pillar of an extensive reform process, Forty
vears afterayoung barrister, Peter Costello,
among others, helped establish the HR
Nicholls Society to promote the case against

Hawke showed. IR
the heart of the Howard government's
agenda, which were despised by unions.
produced real wage gains, growth in labour
productivity and strong GDP growth. They
were central to the 1998 dispute that led to
major productivity gainsat ports.
Australia’s economic predicament is too
3 5 2 R

central planning of [R, and for

choice and freedom of contract. the
economy needs those principles more than
ever. In The Australian today, the society’s
chiefexecutive, James M:muas makesa

ofthe next election. The HR Nicholls

Sodiety's proposals for a reduction of the

nation’s 122 awardsto 19 stripped-back

award: anincrease in the small business
fi

vi why thenation canno

Icnger afford lhel)urden ol’labm' svast,

15t0 50 staff, and th

complex

of individual employment contracts for low-

Busmes pmductmty renl wage mmm Laboris wedded to the most rigid system
for 40 years. That leaves theway open,amid
h) 205 Slﬁwpmte legal r.:(es of pay. low unit i i g
o 8739 er buildi for the Coalitu
amended T:Gs times: smcel()()‘). "A push for ial and job gains fr

tradesperson can fall under any of 87 awards
and a labourer under 82, and which one
npplles dependsnoton lhe work, butonthe

flexible system. The policy directions
outlined by deputy Liberal leader Jane
Humcan Wednadn) were positive. They

industry dtobein,”
Mathias writes. 'l'hc Restaurant Industry
Award provides for a 64¢ per hour difference
between the person who carries a plate to
the table and the one who takes the p|a(e

includes
laws that fay our contractors withunion

huilding
industry watchdog, Ewin Hannan reports.
Same-Job same-pay rulesand multi-

away. Thei employer reform. The
! ion base, is aim must be restoring flexibility
keepmg us all pooras |t isa major faclor m for bu\mexses and workers toreach
ag ial to both, without the
rate in 60 years. Refc d he [ fa Big Brother bureaucracy
beyond either side of politics. asthe Keating-  and thousands of pages of red tape.

Activists should be mterrogated

Royal commissioner Virginia Bell's not
mﬂmg the Palestinian Action Group,
Australia's most prominent pro-Palestine
organisation, to give evidence at her inquiry
raises an lmpurt:ml quemou 15 hm can a
royal i

i b d abuse.

Many: ufuur]ewnsh citizenslivein fear, with
fortress-like security around their
synagogues, community centres and
schools. Their leaders, as well as senior

i national

social coheslon becumnrehensnelf tha
most

security experts, believe protesters should be
dtopiveevidence aslegalalfais

stirred up anti-Jewish sentiment since
Hamas's barbaric attack on southern Israel
three years ago arenot interrogated?

The Palestine Action Group held weekly
anti-lsrael rallies for moret.hxn ayear, aﬂer

reporter James Dowling has written.
Ms Bell's failure to call th

‘What Anthony Albanese needs
to do s travel to Port Hedland. sit
down with some local Indigenous
folk, look them in the eye and ask
them to tell him what it is like liv-
ing the way they do.

Of course, such a course of
action will never occur when it
comes to our PM, who would be
out of his comfort zone in such a
situation. If he can travel to New
York and rub shoulders and take
selfies with his socialist mates —
and even Donald Trump, whom
he seems to privately despise —
surely he can take the time to visit
Port Hedland.

Peter D. Surkitt, Sandringham, Vic

Hidden cost of energy

With our 46 per cent cash rate
now higher than that of every
other developed country except
Iceland. it’s an opportune time to
reassess Labor's renewables tran-

sition and its contribution to our
inflation challenge.

Without billions in taxpayer
subsidies, the transition would
have collapsed by now. Chasing
unachievable targets by 2030 has
driven out-of-control spending
on a myriad of projects. Snowy
20 is the most egregious exam-
ple, leaving taxpayers with un-
known liabilities.

As well, there's the secret off-
budget spending on Labor's
Capacity Investment Scheme,
which underwrites investor prof-
its while socialising their losses.
Industries like the Tomago
smelter have needed a raft of sup-
port packages, with closures of
manufacturing plants fike Why-
alla making matters worse.

Qur energy bills have risen
through the roof, with more pain
to come when transmission and
distribution costs are passed on.
Justinthe 12 months toJuly 2026,
electricity prices had risen 22 per
cent. It’s no wonder that energy
poverty is on the rise and will be
exacerbated by the Middle East
conflict

With concern about the per-
sistence of inflation driven by
high levels of government spend-
ing, why is it that the Labor gov-
emment refuses to make public
its whole-of-system costs for its
renewables transition?

Jennie George, Mollymook, NSW.

Why would the owners of coal-
fired power stations spend money
on maintenance or replacement
when Chris Bowen wants to close
them. and subsidise renewables
and batteries, and “invest” in
Snowy 20?7

On top of that. the electricity
produced by solar and wind is
given priority over coal on the
grid and coal has to throttle back,
making for more costly electricity

toalarm us by railing against
the Al hack of Medicare. It was
nosuch thing. The agent
accessed a public web page
without the use of a password.
This is something that a human
hack could also have done.
Enough of the scare campaign.
Peter Lindsay, Annandale, Qld

Jim Chalmers tells us that
interest rates are high because
“the rest of the world” has high
rates. As i that alone justifies
the pain. If that logic holds, then
the rest of the world also has
nuclear power, so by his own
reasoning Australia should too.
John Field, Coolum Beach, Qld

Data centres are today's tulip

mana.
David Z. Hughes, South
Melbourne. Vie

The

and higher maintenance costs.
The energy policy egg seems to
have hatched a very expensive
chicken.

Jim Brough, Stanwell Park. NSW

Lions dine late

With four minutes to go in the
AFL grand final, Fremantle footy
club committed the unforgivable
sin of playing “wharfie time"
before they had actually won,
breaking a longstanding rule -
never count your chickens before

front page, Wednesd: P 30

despite the denials “food infla-
tion” is being heavily impacted by
government policy.

This week, Treasurer Jim
Chalmers claimed reduced back-
packer numbers will not increase
prices at the

1would not complain if Al put
an end to all wars. There's never
been a good war ara bad pesice.
Jannell Rolfe, Proserpine, Qld

Australians whoare no longer
investing in housing need
somewhere to put their dollars.
Isth, ckmarket the answer?

While international factors in-
crease fuel and fertiliser prices,
which also flow on to the super-
market shelf, other factors within
our control are contributing to
food inflation. Massive quantities
of water are being removed from
lood pmducunn. with no con-

Probably not. If recession or,
God forbid. depression comes
quickly, then it will be a double
whammy for those investors
and that is, unfortunately,
where weare headed under
Labor. Cash s king, as they say.
Louise Dunbar, Cammeray, NSW

they are hatched. As thy
that "wharfie” ritual reached the
Brisbane Lions players, who were
at this stage happy to rest on their
faurels of past premierships, the
fire in their bellies ignited. The
Brisbane Lions responded with
four miracle goals. Whata painful
lesson for Fremantle.

Doug Belot, Yeppoon, Qld

Food security risk
The price of food keeps rising at

the local supermarkel. There are
multiple contributing  factors,

con-
sequences or the impact on food
prices and food security.

If our farmers cannot grow
and harvest crops, we have less to
sell and the price goes up. Why is
such simple economics so diffi-
cult for the Treasurer and his col-
leagues to understand? Instead of
putting hurdles in front of farm-
ers at every tum, Australians
need a government policy that
improves  their  productivity,
which helps deliver national food
security and reduces food prices.
Shelley Scoullar, Albury, NSW

‘The RBA governor and the
Australian Treasurer are
turning the subjects of fiscal
responsibility, cash rates,
inflation readings, et al.into
barbecue and water-cooler
favourite topics. Whoever said
economics was boring?
Lenette Paul, Buderim, Qld

Anundergraduate could tell the
Treasurer that money drives
prices, and presently there is far
too much money in the system,
Brian Gallery, Mosman, NSW
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BOOKSHELF | DOMINIC SANDBROOK
Horrors and heroism of war without varnish or cliches

We are an the banks of the Rhine
in the spring of 1945, during the
final weeks of the deadliest conflict
in history. On one side of the great
river about four million Britons,
Canadians,  Americans

Frenchmen are preparing for the
attack, led by the Allied supreme
commander, Dwight D Eisenhow-
er. On the other hank wait almost
half a million Germans, hone-
weary, hollow-eyed, yet still loyal

testify i is l:kelv 10 wi eaken the |mnact of khe
whichi
qulddy Before Prime Mmlster Anlhony

the October 7 attack. It al ithe
protest march acrossthe Sydney Harbour
Bridge in August last year. at whu:h a l;\rge

cummmmn, Home Affairs Minister Tony
Burke opposed that level of inquiry on the

{s it would cohesion

poster depicting | Ali
Khamenei was held up.

And the group is planning its next major
demonstration for four days after the third
anniversary ofthe atrocity that killed 1200
men, women and children, and saw a further
250kidnapped.

The PAG wanted toplay:

by giving extremists a platform.
Protest leaders’ testimonies would
btlessh

for

listening, especially for Jewish Australians.

Butit wuuld have been mstruchve ;m\almg
i wuu ates hand

rolein the royal commission. More
ly, itsleaders should haveb
puhhdycrossﬂnmmed by Ms Bell and by

ln thewake of October 7 and Bondi, itis
clear that festering hatred behind closed
doorsis more ﬂangemmthan hnshle

barristers representing the 15 victims shot and
llcad at Bondi Beach in December and views undercrnss—exammatmn An
swhose bers have Y hasbeen lost.

totheir

After six years and lem of mil-
lions of deaths, the stage is set for
the endgame.

Sobegins Max Hastings's rivet-
ing account of the last days of the
war in western Europe - a story he
has covered before, but never in
such richly colourful detail. If
some readers roll their eyes at the
thought of another book on the
World War 11, his many admirers
will know exactly what to expect.
Meticulously researched, con-
structed with a great journalist’s
instinet for switching from big to
small and hack again, and written
with a keen eye for human foibles,
this is the kind of book that gives
military history a good name.

Two dangers confront histori-
ans writing about World War [1.
First, the risk of being very boring
about trucks; and, second, the

tendency to lapse into tabloid
Jjingoism. In this book, as always,
Hastings avoids both with mas-
terly ease. Soul-sapping details of
tanks and webbing are nowhere to
be seen, while he writes with no
illusions ahout the costs and com-
promises of war. Indeed, anybody
tempted to think of the Allied sol-
diers as comic-book heroes may
find Plunder asobering lesson.

At one stage, Hastings quotes
the Allies” Psychological Warfare
Division: “There is a tendency
among the naive to think that only
Russians loot and rape. Afterabat-
tle, soldiers of every country are
pretty much the same” Some
readers may be shocked by that,
but other anecdotes hammer
home the point. Reporting on
French-oceupied  southwestern
Germany, for example, one Amer-
ican officer wrote: “The situation
in Stuttgart is the worst imagin-
able ... Rape, pillage and plunder-
ing have been rampant” And in
March 1945, a reporter for the US
army’s paper Stars and Stripes
even filed a story about the fre-
quency of rape in the occupied
Rhineland. Perhaps not surpris-
ingly, the censorsspikedit.

Not all horrors were deliberate.
In a bleakly memorable passage,
Hastings recounts the story of

PLUNDER

THELAST OFTHE WAk ¥ EGROPE. 1845

Plunder: The Last of
the War in Europe,
1945

By Max Hastings
William Collins, 424pp,
$39.99

REVIEW

More book reviews
in The Weekend
Australian

comments

Operation Carthage, an RAF raid
o destroy the Gestapo head-
quarters in the centre of Copen-
hagen. During the first wave, a
Mosquito plane hit a lamp post,
which tore off its wing and caused
it to crash near a small Catholic
school, 1600m from the target As
the fire spread towards the: u:hool
the next wave of N

George S. Patton, whom Hastings
describes as a monster of arro-
ganceand instability, with a “spoiit
child’smouth™to boot.

Against all this, Hastings sets
the decency and courage of untold
numbers of ordinary British, Can-
adian and American soldiers, as
well as the murderous barbarism
of Hitlerand Inone

assumed that this must be the Ge-
stapobuilding and began to pound
itwith theirbombs.

That night the RAF killed 87

of his most thrilling chapters, he
recounts the hattle for the crucial
bridge at Remagen, virtually the
last intact link across the Rhine.

children, 10 nuns, two ﬁremem The hero of the hour was a young
four teachers 2 who  American li 22-year-old
had rushed to the school to rescue  Karl Timmermann, who led his
their children, company to seize the bridge in the

As for the great and the good,  knowledge that the Germans had

Hastings resists the temptation to
lionise or deify. Winston Churchill
is generally kept off stage, al-
though we glimpse him the night
before Allied troops cross the
Rhine, chatting excitedly with his
military chief, Sir Alan Brooke.

Among the generals, Bernard
Montgomery comes across as
absurdly vain, while Eisenhower
cutsan exhausted and irritable fig-
ure, distracted hy abad knee: and a
cyston his back,as well

red it for demolition and
might blow it upatany moment.
There are often asides that lin-
ger in the mind. At one point Has-
tings reflects on The Times's
coverage of the war’s final days,
notably a series of articles and edi-
torials discussing Hitler's rise and
fall. Yet “one aspect of the paper’s
coverage”, he remarks, “seemstoa
modern reader extraordinary: no-
where in many mlumm of narra-
tive and is the word

rumours about his close relation-
ship with his driver, Kay Sum-
mershy. But they seem positively
saintly compared with the boorish

Jew mentioned”, Aﬂer that he

moves on. Quietly, devastatingly,

the point has been made.
THETIMES
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WE WiLL REPLALE
LABOR . NO MORE ELITE
CAPITALIST NET-ZERO
COST BLOWOUTS. FRO™M
NOW ON, SAVING THE
PLANET WiLL ONLY

BENEFIT.

PETA CREDLIN
Albanese
harnesses
Al to silence
the critics

The recent confirmation that mul-
tiple Australian government sys-
tems were infiltrated by a leading
US artificial intelligence company.,

nificant risks. We know it will
transform business and reform
productivity, but that will cost jobs,
as well as deliver economic gains.

his new online censorship bill, but
they aretwo very different things.
Al safely and a properly
resourced cyber-security appar-
atus in Australia involving our spy
and military intelligence agencies
isa good thing and, in broad terms,
s0 too are global guardrails on the
use of AL provided they are sen-
sibleand limited But Labor’s legis-
lation is about ip. It's

It’s all there in the exposure
draft on the Infrastructure Depart-
ment’s website at page 63, where it
states: “Subsection 203J (I) autho-
rises (without limitation) the use of
sock puppet identities by the [e-
Safety] Commissioner to generate
material using an online service
(including by means of artificial in-
ldlngcnmz) to ll\e extent lJul

the

about restricting or blocking the
information that adults can access.
Albanese himself belled the cat
when he admitted in UN hearings
last week that he was focused on
the challenge of “misinformation,
disinformation and  increased
polarisation”, with voters “moving
away from the centre and more
and more to the extremes™
Australia already has a myriad
of laws to deal with illegal online
content, such as child exploitation
and the dissemination of terrorist
propaganda, as demonstrated by
recent arrests. By contrast. this bill
is about “harmful” content — and
that is a very different thing It's
likely to be legal. otherwise it

is far

Open Al should surprise no one.  We need to have our eves wide  wouldbe captured by existing laws.
;\ﬁerallljw;\lbamgﬂvermmnl open on this. Just as we must be  What's more, the definition of
ahead of the military tional- ] 1™ hy ds of a politi
ingwhat y¢ security of AL dian, the communications minis-
than it is with protecting the sensi- lmmﬂ. theonly real Aldebate  ter. using regulations made post-

tiveinformation it holds, and keep-
ing it safe from compromise.
federal government has
chranically underspent on cyber-
security. and failed to shape policy

the government is up to having is
about data centres and whether
they use renewable power. Over-
seas, they're laughing at us as we
ty to pawer AI with (.‘hmse

in an area of rapid
change that’s frankly beyond the
capacity of the bureaucracy o
keep pace with. In a July speech,
his most significant on Al to date,
Anthony Albanese only men-
tioned cyber-security once. in
passing. Earlier, in February, he
scrapped plans for a permanent Al
advisory body, made up of globally
recognised leaders like UNSW
professor Toby Walsh. Yet without
expert input. what's becoming
clear s that Australiais flying| blmd
as the rest of the world moves fast
inthearmsraceof Al

Al is a powerful tool for good,
but there are also very real and sig-

made:
els, while they use Aumahan
uranium to power nuclear

assenl. making lhe bill curnenlly
before the Trojan

possession of that material xs
not an offence against a law of
the commonwealth, a state or a
territory.”

Just two years ago, the Alba-
nese government tried to ban the

SE0Q

ever it takes” in the cyber workd
gains a whole new Orwellian
meaning. As the Communications
Minister confirmed in a recent
News24 interview, the reach of
these proposed online censorship
laws will include news and general
interest wehsites, search engines,
streaming services, hosting servi-
cesand app stores,

‘This s the left’s Holy Grail. Im-
agine Irying to fight against the
voice referendum under this new
regime? | guarantee my work in
exposing the far-reaching agenda
of the Uluru Statement and its 26-
page push for treaty and repar-

use of these bot
accounts via its flawed misinfor-
mation legislation that was ult-
imately  withdrawn  after
widespread criticism. Now, the

Labor’s plan is

to constrain free
speech under the
guise of harm
reduction, while
at the same time
flooding the
online world

with government-
sponsored bots

horse. And nothing hrghhghls its
political intent more than the way
it grants the government power to
use  Al-generated anonymous
bots, w—cz]led suckpumel :dmh-

same government wants the legal
rightto create fake: auvums todis-
tribute what'’s

have got offthe
nd, despite the evidence
obtained via FOL Imagine discuss-
ing the rise of radical Islam under
the scope of these new laws. Or
being attacked by an army of gov-
ernment-generated bots to silence
criticism.

Labor’s digital duty of care
legislation has almost nothing to
do with protecting children online
or algorithm choice for adults. It's
about silencing critics and keeping
Labor in power amid growing
voter dissent. Labor is bleeding
support over its inability, indeed
unwillingness, to rein in record
high immigration. It has to keep
the numbers high. despite the
backlash, or it will expose the bud-
get Ponzi scheme at a time when
spiking inflation and rising interest
rates are taking ordinary income

propa-
mndz. And the onl) mndusnm

reactors, orour coal and gas, ensur-
ing they have reliable baseload to
run their Al while we muddle
along. caught betweenarock anda
hard place, saying we're all for Al
and net zero, when you cannot
haveboth.

It is critical that voters are not
fooledhere.

Albanese is using this OpenAl
breach and his lack of cyber-secur-
ity preparedness to turbo-charge
his new digital duty of care legis-
fation. He is desperately trying to
conflate the issue of Al safety with

JAMES MATHIAS
And the award for
the worst system
goesto...IR

Australia’s industrial relations sys-  tailing what that reform produced.
tem is a lottery with no winners.  Awardshave grown by 3602 pages.
Consider a small-business owner 200 px

who sits down this morning to do  the system they are updated more
the pay run. They have 22 modern  than once aday. Thereis nowa dif-

awards to choose from, containing

ferent legal rate of pay for every 16

sifications and 205816 separate
legal rates of pay,

The awards run to 8739 pages
and have been amended 7568
times since 2009. Get anything
wrong and the owner has broken
the law and faces severe fines. Itis

le to believe anyone
would design a system this com-
plex by choice, but somehow we
did. In 2009 the then minister re-
sponsible, Julia Gillard, asked for
modern awards that were “simple
tounderstand and easy toapply”,

Seventeen years later, HR
Nicholls has done the work de-

There are 14 different defini-
tions of “wages” and 66 different
formulations of how often they
must be paid, against a single rule
in the act for each. The awards
have failed the “simple to under-
stand and easy to apply” test and
we have ended up with the most
complex and irrational system of
minimum wages in the developed
world.

New Zealand runs on three,
Britain about five, Franceon 12 and
Australia on 205816. What chance
does a small business have? A
tradesperson can fall under any of

ties™
Forwhat purpose, vou ask?
Until now, the global left has
claimed to be outraged by online
anonymity and fake accounts. But
with the rise of the populist right,
which critics haye attributed toon-

used by the government to silence
its crities, and halt the rise of popu-
list movements, such as One
Nation. If this legislation gets up,
template versions are likely to be
used in the UK, US and Europe to

pl that
the traditional news and infor-
mationservices long dominated by
the woke left, Labor's plan is to
constrain free speech under the
guise of harm reduction, while at
the same time flooding the online

face of mass migration and the re-
sultant voter backlash - against
rapid cultural ch:

With Labor at a near record-
low primary vote of 27 pointsin the
latest Newspoll and the Prime

world with government-spon- 'mmslcr racking up a dissatis-

b tor debate. i 2 per cent, “what-
&7 awarnd: tah under82, 1 it o
and whu:h om: applmdepmdsnol h\ an emplvver or n.-mpln) ee with-

the
employemdecmml tobein.
Under the Restaurant Industry
Award there is a 64¢ per hour dif-
ference between the person who
carries a plate to the table and the
person whao takes the same plate
away.
It is wicked to mn a pay sv:a]e
hon

ylesson or paid
aﬂvocale to interpret how it is to
apply in the workforce”.

The Pmdumw\v Commission

hebrink. Add ina cata-
strophic budget, 40-year high rates
of government spending and these
are dark times for the Australian
economy and for households.
This is why a new digital Big
Brother, in place before the next
election, is now Albanese’s highest
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JACK THE INSIDER
Politburo vibes:
inside the Greens’
leadership fight

Dusting off their keffiyehs, hemp
trousers and sensible shoes, the
Greens descended upon a retreat
inornearSydney. After some brief
gnashing of teeth and wailing, the
party has appointed David Shoe-~
bridge as its new leader.

Where was this location? Shh,
it’s a secret but for thase who fret
about the energy expenditure at
this clandestine gathering, worry
not. The retreal was powered en-
tirely by Mehreen Farugi's sense of
self-importance, a wholly renew-
able energy source that could one
day replacethesun.

Retiring as leader of the party
for health reasons, Larissa Waters
appears tobe one of a rare few who
didn't throw her felt beret made
from 100 per cent recycled banana
lounges into the leadership ring.
Remember, meat is murder and
wool is assault occasioning actual
bodily harm.

First beret flung skyward was

-arugi and the Tasmanian Green
Nick McKim. In the lead-up o the
retreat, Farugi had issued a state-
ment declaring her candidacy for
the top job with McKim as her
deputy. Oddly, Farugi referred to
herself in the third person, a gram-
matical grey area, only universally
accepted when uttered by Austra-
lian Test cricketers. Farugi, 63,and
McKim, 61, spoke of “a broken
economic system that rips off
youngpeople”.

In Green terms at least. the
sexagenarian wannabes had the
look and the feel of the Soviet Pol-
ithuro circa 1970, with less intimi-
dating eyebrows.

Sarah Hanson-Young ran on a
solo ticket for the top job but re~
ceived the dreaded “yeah, nah™
from the party room. Shoebridge
paired up with Victorian newbie,
Steph Hodgins-May who has el-
bowed Farugi out to take the

ty's position. The Greens'
only MHR. Elizabeth Watson-
Brown, was overlooked entirely.

of flux. Support for the major par-
tiesis in the doldrums, due in large
parttotheriseof One Nation, Poli-
tical science tells us that there
should he a surge of support for
leftist minor parties like the
Greens at the expense of Labor,
but polling led by Newspoll shows
nosignof it, with a polling average
sitting neatly around the 122 per
cent of the vote the Greens won in
2025 and managed to lose three of
its four lower house seats in the
process.

be selected by the rank-and-fil
party members. It was another
rookie error. The Greens talk up
democracy quite a lot, they just
don'tdoit

As participation awards were
handed out at the undisclosed lo-
cation, the charisma di

fthe
Australian Greens has plateaued,
with around 15000 rank-and-file
financialmembers.

Acrossthe westernworld, green
political parties are growing In
New Zealand, a resurgent Green

in contin-  Party 17 per cent of the
ues apace since the party’s salad  vote in recent polling and has 15
days of Bob Brown and Christine  members sitting in the Bechive. In

Milne. Farugi was possibly over-
looked because she has anti-char-
isma, a little known personality
trait best understood that when
someone with anti-charisma en-
ters the room, every one else in it
wants to leave. This might explain
why a number of Green MPs
phoned their votes in rather than
attending the retreat.

Perhaps the party room opted
for Shoebridge because when he
walks intoa room, most people ex-
pect him to take the coffee cups
away and give the table a quick
wipe down.

‘Winners are grinners. Shoe-
bridge issued a statement of his
own before the ballot declaring,
“We do not seek to reform Labor,
but to replace them.” 1 hate to get
the red pen out again but while I'll
offer a golf clap for the Oxford
comma, surely someone in Shoe-
bridge’s office would have recog-
nised that Labor is anitnot a them.

The problem with Shoebridge’s
confrontational rhetoric is that it
defies reality. Not so long ago, the
Greens parliamentary  cricket
team (10 senators and | MHR) was
a run-on rughy league side. The
high watermark for the Greens at
the 2022 federal election was
wiped out last year,

‘We might see this as the fate of
minor parties in Australia. A ittle
boost followed by a crippling loss.
Swings and roundabouts with the
threat of oblivion never far away.
The simple fact is that the Austra-
lian Greens should be enjoying un-
precedented support but they are
not. Indeed insome of the. more re-

Somany hyphens, o itth

Outside the party room, Max
Chandler-Mathis (remember
him?) y's leader

cent by-electi their

have sxrngnled toget their deposits

" stralian politics is in a state

TONY GREY

Power needs force
urgent rethink on
our nuclear ban

Australia’s energy policy has sud-
denly come under a new and seri-
ous challenge. The accelerating
development of large-scale data
centres with high power needs 24
hours a day, seven days a week to
feed the current Al boom. raises

the Fair
Work Act delivered the slowest la-
bour productivity growth m 60

Around the world, nuclear
power is booming. The World Nu-
clear Association reports that
about 80 reactors in 15 countries
are under construction and an-
other 120 are planned. It's the
highest number since 1990. This

the UK, the Green Party, under the
leadership of Zack Polanski, has
enjoyed a huge spike in member-
ship. nudging 100,000, and in
numbers alone now surpasses
Conservative Party membership.

In Germany, the Alliance 90/
Greens have rebounded since the
February 2025 federal election
with aggregate polling showing
the party enjoys around 16 per cent
of the vote. In Austria, the Green
Party was in government, after
forming a coalition with the con-
servative Austrian People’s Party.
The Green Party in the Irish Re-
public has had its hands on the ley-
ers of power through coalitions of
convenience on and off for much
of the past two decades.

Could it just be that the Austra-
lian Greens are stagnating because
they have largely turned their
backson environmental and social-
Justice issues in favour of a grab bag
of lamentable left populist pursuits
which, if you're not from Elwood or
Glebe. havezero appeal®

Like the charisma decline, the
Greens' identity crisis has been
around for a long time, driven by
the NSW branch’s dominant role
inthe party, whereits membersire
more likely to have cut their acti-
vist’s teeth urging the construction
of anoverhead pedestrian crossing
instead of chaining themselves to
old-growth forests.

If a political party pretends to
be something it is not, it is fair to
condudethat voters will sort them
outat the ballot box.

Deckchairs now neatly shuf-
fled. Shoebridge will continue to
wheel and deal behind closed
doors with the Alhanese govemn-
ment and continue to offer com-
pliance, if not complicity.

600 sgkm (60,000ha) of remnant
forest to be cleared, with 4600km
of new haulage roads to be pushed
into the wild. The Institute of Pub-
lic Affairs has estimated that the
area needed for wind and sofar
farms (on a50-50 basis) for the Al-
banese government to meet its net
2zero commitments would be great-
erthanthearea of South Australia.
By contrast, a 1000MW nuclear
reactor that would power a million
homes needs only 01 sqkm (10ha)
and can e plugged into the exist-
ing transmission grid.
Unfortunately, the debate
about nuclear has become toxic,
with wild claims and exaggera-
tions thrown around by Bowen.
One Nation s lhrcalcnmg tocalla
royal commission into the costs of

priority. Rather than take on his major questions about thegovern-  alone would increase the world’s  the government's renewable en-
eritics, it's Control+AltsDelete for ment’s energy reliance on inter-  nuclear fleet by 45 per cent. Anda  ergy support programs. People are
this most underwhelmingly and mittent renewables. Data centres  further 35 countries are consider-  switching off. They are confused,

weak Prime Minister. cannol tolerate power interrup-  ing going nuclear. At the COP 30 unsureofthe real facts.
tions when the wind doesn’t blow  held in Brazil last year, 33 countries For the potential importance
and the sun doesn't shine. pledged to treble their nuclearout-  that emissions-free nuclear could
Australia has 162 data proces-  put by 2050, and 16 of the world’s  be for Australia’s future, credible
m‘m:lm sing centres with plans foranother  leading financial institutionsmade  market analysis is necessary to de-
» 90, including a 1 gigawatt centrein  commitments to help financetheir  termine whether it is miomed or
western Sydney which willbe Aus-  construction. This was a resound-  not. That needs to be done by the
tralia’s single biggest energy con-  ing free market endorsement of nuclear plant builders, and elec-
sumer. Al use has been growingin  nuclear'seconomic viability. tricity netwark suppliers, not poli-

strength for 20 years, but has ex- Despite the inter-  ticiansorb

stripping away any incentive to ploded since the development of  national commitment to emis- An opportunity to participate
achieve. This level of prwpuon ClmGPTandOpmAln.nurZOZZ sions-free nuclear, Bowen keeps  in an Australian nuclear industry
rests on an that s, ionin Aluseisbeing  conjuring up false claims that nu-  would motivate intemational re-
frankly, an insult to the very work- dn\ en by global players Microsoft.  clear would be too costly and take  actor manufacturers and invest-
ers the unions and the Labor Party Amamn, OpenAland Anthmplc too long to establish in Australia.  ment entities to conduct scoping
claim to protect: that every rding to the Aust People about nu-  or feasibility studies to reveal the
istoo belplesslo(tnkea Energy Market Operator, in 10 dear. such as nuclear engineer true costs and timing. For this to

fair bargnm that every employeris
waiting to exploit them, and that if

years,and that

underwhich
more likely to get n wrong lhan
right, and even the federal depart-

driving empluvers away from Lhe

that lifts
wages and outpul. And nothing
since suggests it has changed on

ment that the Fair
Work Act has been caught under-
paying its own public servants.
How is it logical to prosecute the
corner shop for failing where the
department itsell failed?

Even the legislated review into
awards turned into a farce. The act
required the awards to be reviewed
every four years, but it no longer
does because the first review was
only halfway through when the
second was due.

By the time that first review fi-
nally concluded eight years later, it
had held mare than 1300 days of
hearings, published more than
25000 documents and issued
more than700 decisions and state-
ments,

With no apparent irony, the
commission’s own full bench
observed during the review that

th vity front.

The awards run to
8739 pages. It is
impossible to
believe anyone
would design a
system this omplex
by choice, but
somehow we did

And here is the point — how
does anyone expect productivity
from a system where every worker
is a number on a scale? Under an
award you are not a person who
works hard, learns fast or turns up
on the days nobody else will. You
area Level 3or Grade 2. The award
pays the box, not the person in it,

with 8739 pages of instructionsand
205816 rates of pay. the whole
country would be on survival
wages.

Commeon sense dictates the re-
forms. Rebuild the awards on one
axis, by occupation, so that no
worker can fall under two of lhem,
Confine them to wages and pu
every other condition into a smgln
national standard. Lift the small-
business threshold from 15 em-
ployees to 50 and give those
businesses a plain-English em-
ployment code they can follow
without a lawver. Put the commis-
sion under a legal duty to simplify
and let an employer get a binding
ruling before the pay run rather
than a penalty after it. None of this
reduces a wage, but all of it makes
the right wage easierto pay.

James Mathias is executive
directorof the HR Nicholls Society,
whaselatest reportis The Wage
Lottery.

years’ time, data centres will need
seven times more electricity than
they consume today. That would
represent 13 per cent of the Nation-
al Electricity Market, as much as
allhomes use in NSWand Victoria
combined.

With Snowy hydro failing and
batteries insuffi icient, coal and gas
are the only le sources pres-
ently available to support renewa-
bles. Where else can we look other
than _ emissions-free  nuclear
power? But it is banned. If Climate
Change and Energy Minister
Chris Bowen is serious about
reaching zero net carbon emis-
sions by 2050, he cannot allow fos-
sil fuels to be the only firming
agents for the huge increase in
electricity demand that is coming.
Bowen is facing a choice over what
powers Australia: coal or nuclear.

Ahead of the next election the
Coalition is proposing, not a speci-
fic nuclear program, as it did
prematurely in the 2025 election,
but merely a repeal of the 1990s
}eg\sla!mn banning nudear power

for At

Tony Irwin, who has commis-
sioned and operated eight nuclear
plants in the UK, have shown that
a nuclear program could be con-
structed at half the cost of renewa-
bles when all costs are fully
included.

Bowen's other misguided claim
that reactors would take over 20
years to build in Australia, is also
debunked by the experts. Tony
Irwin has said publicly that a
1000MW reactor could be built in

happen, the federal government
only needs to remove the ban on
nuclear, as the Coalition proposes.
Otherwise, this nationally critical
endeavour to find the best energy
mix would be pointless.

The quixotic conundrum is
that, among the 20 wealthiest
economies, Australia is the only
one not using nuclear power or ac-
tively consideringit. This demands
a transparent answer only the
market can deliver. If Bowen's

Australia within five years, and 2 ¢laims are right, he has nothing to
small modular reactor (up to  worry about. because in that scen-
300MW) in three or four. Tothat  ario the market would vindicate
needs to be added preparation  him On the other hand, continu-

time, The total exercise would mke ing tn lurk behind the ban while
uptol0years, halfof i s claims
biased assertion. about costs and timing creates the

The government’s renewables
program is in serious trouble on
other fronts, notably from affected
communities. Opposition is grow-
ing to the widespread rollout of
wind turbines over areas of forest,
wild animal habitats, and agricul-
turalland.

Wind prajects proposed for
Queensland, for instance, require

natural suspicion that it's not high
cost and long building time that
motivates him to oppose nuclear,
butideology.

‘When ideology dominates rea-
son, disaster tends to follow.

Tony Greyis aformer chairman of
the Uranium Institute, now the
World Nuclear Association.



