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TAKE
GST rejig: A big step to boost
economy and simplify tax regime

GST will undergo a major restructuring since its roll-out in
2017; it will give a boost to consumption and production,
though it comes with a price tag of 50,000 crore

The Indian economy is as resilient as ever, but it has come
under severe attack from none other than the US President
Donald Trump, who mocked it as a “dead economy.” Itis true
that of late the economy is facing issues, and many of its
sectors, including the automobile industry, FMCG, and
mining and quarrying, are facing challenges. The
Government is now taking major steps to correct the dips. A
major GST reform is on the cards. To overhaul India's indirect
taxation framework, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman is
set to present the Centre's case for sweeping reforms to the
Goods and Services Tax (GST) structure at a key meeting with
a Group of Ministers (GoM) on August 20-21, 2025. The
proposed changes promise a significant simplification of the
GST system, a reduction in consumer prices, and a much-
needed stimulus to consumption and economic growth.

At the heart of the Centre's proposal is a rationalisation of
GST tax slabs from the current four (5 per cent, 12 per cent,
18 per cent, and 28 per cent) to just two major slabs — 5 per
centand 18 per cent - alongside a special 40 per cent “sin
tax" for select demerit goods. After its approval, 5 per cent
GST would cover essential goods, aimed at easing the burden
on the middle class and rural population, while 18 per cent
GSTwould be applicable to most of the items currently in the
12 per cent and 28 per cent categories. The 40 per cent GST
would be applicable to high-tax items such as pan masala,
tobacco, and online gaming-products deemed non- tial
or harmful. This overhaul, if approved by the GoM and later
ratified by the GST Council, will eliminate the 12 per cent and
28 per cent slabs altogether. The rejig is expected to reduce
the cost of a wide range of daily-use and mid-range items,
including toothpaste, pressure cookers, hair oil, utensils,
readymade garments, shoes, mobile phones, and computers.
Cars and two-wheelers, which are currently taxed at 28 per
cent plus cess, could shift to the 18 per cent slab, potentially
reducing prices by 10-15 per cent and giving a much-needed
boost to the automobile sector.

However, this economic booster would cost the exchequer
a whopping sum of ¥50,000 crore, but the economic impact
is expected to be positive. It is likely to increase consumer
spending on commonly used items. Vehicle sales would rise
across different segments. Besides, GST simplification would
also be a big support to MSMEs and the agriculture sector.
With essential goods seeing reduced GST, small businesses
and farmers may benefit from lower input costs and
increased demand.

Not to forget, it would be easier for entrepreneurs to file
simpler returns and face reduced disputes, benefiting
businesses and tax authorities alike. With better margins and
demand, labour-intensive sectors such as garments,
electronics, and consumer goods could see growth and the
creation of job opportunities. The structural simplification of
GST could enhance India's appeal as an investment
destination. The 2025 GST rejig will determine not just what
becomes cheaper, but how India grows.
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TRAVELLERS DISAPPOINTED AS HIGHWAY
LACKS EATING OPTIONS

It has been quite some time
since the engineering marvel,
the Nagpur-Mumbai Samruddhi
Mahamarg, was opened, with
the last 76-kilometre phase
inaugurated recently. One major
drawback of the Samruddhi is.
the paucity of good eating joints
or cafeterias. At present, only
small, temporary snack centres
located within the premises of
petrol pumps are being
operated.

Unfortunately, the quality and
variety of snacks and drinks
offered at these outlets leave
much to be desired.

In many places, nothing more
than vada pav is available; at
times, one finds only tea being
served as the sole option. The
absence of wash basins and
even basic items such as napkin
papers is disheartening. While
the joint operators are generally

polite and soft-spoken, they
appear to go about their work
half-heartedly.

The Maharashtra Government
should address this crucial issue.
One of the main reasons for the
lower-than-expected tourist flow
along the Samruddhi, apart from
the high tolls, is the lack of
proper eating facilities. Not
everyone can carry their own
food during long journeys.

As reported, if the
Government plans to replace
these temporary snack centres
with permanent cafeterias or
restaurants, then the work ought
to be expedited without further
delay. The Samruddhi should
stand as a benchmark for both
engineering excellence and
commuter comfort.

GANAPATHI BHAT | AKOLA

Please send your letter to the letters@dailypioneer.com.
In not more than 250 words. We appreciate your feedback.

PERUMIN 37:Gateway to Minerals and Rare Earths

India and Peru have always had freindly relations. PERUMIN 37 Mining Convention, one of the world's most important platforms
for dialogue, innovation, and collaboration in the mining sector, is an opportunity Indian investors cannot afford to miss

o

JAVIER
PAULINICH

This September, the Peruvian city of Arequipa will
welcome thousands of industry leaders, policy-
makers, and investors to PERUMIN 37 Mining
Convention, one of the world's most important
platforms for dialogue, innovation, and collabo-
ration in the mining sector. Scheduled from 22 to
26 September 2025, this global event presents an
extraordinary opportunity for India to deepen its
engagement with Peru in a sector that is critical
for energy security, technological progress, and
long-term industrial growth.

For decades, mining has been the backbone of
Peru's economy, shaping its identity as a reliable
and globally competitive supplier of natural
resources. Today, as the world shifts towards clean
energy, green technologies, and digital transfor-
mation, Peru's role has only become more signif-
icant. At the same time, India's rapid economic
growth and ambitious energy transition require
secure access to key minerals and rare earths. It
is here — at the intersection of Peru's abundant
resources and India's rising demand - that
PERUMIN 37 emerges as a natural platform for part-
nership.

Peru: A Mining Powerhouse

Pioneer

PERUMIN 37 IS

Peru s consistently ranked among the top global MORE THAN AN
producers of several strategic minerals. The INDUSTRY
country is the second-largest producerofcopper  CONVENTION; IT IS
worldwide, accounting for around 12 per cent of A BRIDGE
global output. Itis also a leading producer of silver, CONNECTING
zing, tin, and gold. These resources are not only %
vital for traditional industries but also for emerg- PERU'S ABUNDANT
ing sectors such as renewable energy, electric  RESOURCES WITH
mobility, and digital infrastructure. INDIA'S

For India, copper represents a crucial input for INDUSTRIAL
electrification, from power grids to electric vehi- AMBITIONS

cles. with demand projected to rise sharply in the
coming decades, securing reliable and long-
term supply chains is a pressing priority. Peru, with
its stable production base and commitment to sus-
tainable mining, offers precisely that. Moreover,
Peru is home to emerging reserves of rare earth
elements (REEs) - the minerals essential for semi-
conductors, defence technologies, wind tur-
bines, and advanced electronics. As global powers
seek to diversify REE supply chains away from a
handful of dominant sources, Peru's deposits
present India with a strategic alternative. For
Indian companies, engaging with Peru today could
mean gaining an early-mover advantage in a
sector that will define the industries of tomorrow.

PERUMIN 37: Innovation Meets
Opportunity

What makes PERUMIN unique is thatit is not only
a commercial showcase but also an intellectual
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forum that brings together every stakeholder in
the mining ecosystem. This year's edition will
feature the Mining Summit and TIS Forum, where
global experts and policymakers will discuss the
latest industry trends, from decarbonisation and
digital mining to sustainable practices, The
Exhibition will host more than 1,170 stands dis-
playing cutting-edge mining equipment, services,
and environmental innovations, while the
International Pavilions will create space for direct
dialogue between foreign delegations, investors,
and Peruvian leaders.

In addition, specialised forums on water
management, logistics, energy transition, and
inclusion will highlight how mining can align
with the UN Sustainable Development Goals.
With more than 65,000 participants expected
and delegations from at least nine countries,
PERUMIN 37 will serve as a global hub for gov-
ernments, mining companies, financiers, suppli-
ers, and academic institutions alike.

Why Indian Investors Should Engage?

India is projected to become one of the largest
mineral importers globally over the next two
decades. Its industrial future will depend on reli-
able access to copper, zing, lithium, and rare
earths. PERUMIN 37 offers Indian investors the
chance to position themselves strategically in this
evolving landscape. By participating in the con-
vention, Indian companies will have the oppor-
tunity to explore joint ventures with Peruvian and
international mining firms, secure supply con-
tracts for critical minerals vital to India’s clean
energy and defence sectors, and introduce
homegrown technologies in areas such as
digital mining, environmental solutions, and
renewable integration-fields where Peru is
actively seeking innovation. Beyond commercial
gains, such engagement will also help strength-
en bilateral trade ties, building on the growing
cooperation between India and Peru in miner-
als, fertilisers, and other emerging industries.
Importantly, Peru welcomes Indian compa-
nies not merely as investors but as long-term
partners in sustainable growth. With a govern-
ment committed to modernising mining gover-
nance, promoting transparency, and ensuring

that local communities benefit from resource
wealth, Peru positions itself not just as a suppli-
erof minerals but as a reliable and responsible
partner for investment.

A Shared Future of Growth

The relationship between India and Peru has
always been one of friendship and mutual
respect. In recent years, it has expanded into new
domains - from trade in fertilisers and textiles
to cooperation in science and technology.
Mining and critical minerals now offer the
most dynamic frontier for this partnership.

As Peru invests in greener and more techno-
logically advanced mining practices, we see India
as a natural ally in this transformation. Indian
expertise in digital innovation, renewable
energy, and sustainable infrastructure can com-
plement Peru's resource base, creating a part-
nership that benefits not only our two countries
but also contributes to global goals of sustain-
able development.

PERUMIN 37 is more than an industry conven-
tion; it is a bridge connecting Peru's abundant
resources with India's industrial ambitions. |
warmly invite Indian investors, policymakers, and
entrepreneurs to join us in Arequipa this
September.

By engagingin PERUMIN 37, India and Peru can
transform shared opportunities into lasting
partnerships, ensuring that both nations advance
together towards a future of clean energy, inno-
vation, and inclusive growth.

I'should countita deep personal satisfaction,
and my government's confidence amply vindi-
cated, were my labours to bear enduring fruit;
for more than eight years | have dedicated myself
inIndia to the strengthening of bilateral relations,
the enlargement of trade and commerce, and,
in more recentyears, the cultivation of tourism.
Itis the vision of the Peruvian government that
the two most ancient civilisations, India and
Perube drawn ever closer in amity and purpose,
so that together they may contribute to the noble
endeavour of shaping a just and enlightened new
world order. The time is right for India to deepen
its presence in Peru's mining sector. The gateway
is open: PERUMIN 37 awaits.

How the Gita explains God's will

AJIT

KUMAR BISHNOI
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This question should be uppermost in everyone's mind:
“How does God keep the Creation going for millions of
years?” There are innumerable challenges. The answer is:
“By His iccha shakti (will power)." And we must remem-
ber that God does so on the basis of dharma (the highest
principles). Lord Krishna states in the Bhagavad-Gita, “There
is neither compulsion of any duty for Me in the three worlds
nor is there anything remaining to be obtained by Me, and
nor is there anything worth getting for Me, still, | am engaged
in action only.” (3.22)

Thisis exactly what we need to learn from God to be able
to manage our lives well. Lord Krishna has guided,
“Because ifatany time Iam not carefully engaged in action,

then there will be problem.” (3.23) Aren’t we parts of God?
(15.7) | have realised this fact, and | am trying to be both
active and careful. Additionally, | must always seek guid-
ance and help from the Whole to be able to function well.
Godisverykeen to help us. We can experience itin our
lives. For example, my Lord picks one fault/deficiency of
mine and makes me realise it. He does this on alternate
days. Of course it hurts, because what | am is what my ‘svab-
hava' (nature)/faith is. To change it is difficult, but with God's
help, | have been able to rectify many of my faults. | feel
much better due to these reforms. | am purer, my energy
level is getting better, | am inclined to follow dharma, and
stay within ‘maryada’ (social norms).

How do | manage to feel secure? | have to be protect-
ed by an entity that can ensure. | try to stay in the shelter
of God, because thatis the condition He has set. Lord Krishna
promises. This promise includes my body, my near and dear
ones, my business, etc. | can pray for help directly to the
photo of Lord Krishna, where my Lord has manifested for
my convenience. It is so much easier than praying to the
unmanifest. Similarly, | can thank Him directly for all His
favours, which are many day in and day out. Meditation
is also easy to manifest for. I just have to look at the Lord
and think about how He is managing my life. He is there
to guide me as only He, the Omniscient, can. | just have to (
pray for guidance sincerely. Help is available, because where

there is God, there is ‘saubhagya’ (good fortune).

Who can take care of me better than God? Who can give
better attention than God, who is there for me 24x7?
‘Atmabala’ (inner strength) comes from God; He is the
source. | am able to restrain my senses and mind better
than ever before. All opulences are bestowed on me by my
Lord in various degrees. | am proud fo state that | don’t suffer
from blank looks. | may not have glowed like some san-
nyasis have, but | don'tdo badly either. Empowered, | def-
initely am, as a ‘nimitta’ (instrument) of God. Even in my
advanced age, | manage to be quite useful. |am nota san-
nyasi, butlam pretty renounced. The following long-term
blessings are mine, thanks to my Lord. Peace, which | crave,
is experienced by me quite frequently.

The same is true about 'sukha’ (true happiness), which
isdifferent from sense pleasures. Obviously, there is a higher
percentage of goodness in me, compared to passion and
darkness. Success is almost assured as God is karta (doer)
in my life. | have realised how merciful God is. My varied
past has been forgotten; itis all love and kindness. Arjuna
realised how Lord Krishnaloved him, and so have l. Noone
comes close in this regard. Therefore, if you really wish to
manage your life well, take shelter of God and remain there.

The author s a spiritual teacher ]
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Supreme court overturns results

There are only a handful of democratic countries still
using electronic voting machines (EVMs) in elections.
Among them are India, Brazil, Bulgaria, and Congo. On
the other hand, many established democracies, includ-
ing Britain, Germany, France, Spain, Sweden, the
Philippines, Australia, Japan, and Italy, do not use them.
Even India's neighbours, Bangladesh and Pakistan, have
refrained from adopting EVMs.

Tesla CEO Elon Musk recently raised questions about
the continued use of EVMs. Citing concerns over pos-
sible hacking vulnerabilities, the tech billionaire stated
that electronic voting machines should be phased out.

In India, doubts about EVMs received judicial backing
when the Supreme Court intervened in a village elec-
tion in Haryana. The court ordered a recount of votes
in the Sarpanch election at Buana Lakhu village in
Panipat by summoning EVMs and election records to
its premises. The recount overturned the earlier result,
making it a landmark moment in India‘s judicial
history. This unprecedented reversal has reignited
debate over the reliability of EVMs. Given the risks, the
Government may need to reconsider whether ballot
papers, though traditional, provide greater trans-
parency and trust in the electoral process.

Putin meets Trump in Alaska

At the Elmendorf-Richardson Joint Military Base in
Anchorage, Alaska, Russian President Vladimir Putin was
welcomed with a red carpet. However, in Kyiv, Maria
Drachova, a 40-year-old lawyer, remarked, “The rational
world is behaving irrationally by giving him this welcome.”
Putin's visit marked his first face-to-face meeting with US
president Donald Trumpin years, aimed at seeking an end
to the Ukraine war. After the summit, Trump declared,
“There is no deal, until there is a deal.” Putin, expressing
willingness for further dialogue, added, “Next time in
Moscow.” Though Trump stressed that they had agreed
on “many points,” the three-hour summit produced no
tangible results beyond symbolic camaraderie.

Russia has outlined its conditions for peace: Ukraine
must remain neutral, forswearing NATO membership;
NATO troops must not be stationed on Ukrainian territo-
ry; the five annexed oblasts — Crimea, Donetsk, Luhansk,
Zaporizhzhia, and Kherson — must be recognised as
Russian territory; Western sanctions must be lifted; and
Ukraine must be demilitarised. These demands remain
unchanged from before the war. Trump commented,
“Now it’s really up to President Zelenskyy to getitdone.”
He further stated, “Look, Russia is a very big power, and
they're not," a remark seen as indirect pressure on Ukraine.

HARIDASAN RAJAN | KERLA

India Post restructures services

India Post has decided to discontinue its Registered Post
service from 1 September 2025, according to news
reports. The service, in operation for over five decades,
will be merged with the existing Speed Post system as part
of operational restructuring within the department.
Following the merger, Speed Post will assume the

d Post. The
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systemalready provides delivery tracking and faster pro-
cessing and will now be the single option for time-sen-
sitive postal communications. Registered Post was priced
at¥125.96, with an additional 35 for every 20 grams, while
Speed Post begins at ¥41 for parcels up to 50 grams. This
shift represents a 20-25 per cent increase in the basic cost,
potentially affecting those dependent on cheaper postal
services. Adirective has been issued by the Secretary and
Director General of Posts to courts, educational institu-
tions, and all Government offices, instructing them to tran-
sition to Speed Post by the September deadline.
Registered Post usage has steadily declined over the
years. Between 2011-12 and 2019-20, volumes fell from 244.4
million to 184.6 million articles, largely due to digital alter-
natives and private courier growth. Despite this, Registered
Post had long been valued in legal and official process-
es for its proof-of-dispatch and delivery features.

BHAGWAN THADANI | MUMBAI
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Himalayas: Need for Strong Monitoring, Response, and Governance

The Dharali and Kishtwar tragedies must not fade into another chapter of ignored warnings. A dedicated climate and disaster-resilience policy for the Himalayan states
is an urgent necessity. Inaction will result in loss of lives in the hills, and water insecurity, energy disruptions, and ecological collapse across the plains

SATENDRA
SINGH

The monsoon, once a season of renewal for
India's farms and forests, has become a
season ofdread in the Himalayas. On August
5, 2025, a catastrophic cloudburst struck
Dharali village in Uttarkashi, Uttarakhand,
unleashing flash floods and landslides that
swept away homes, roads, and lives. Before
the region could recover, Kishtwar, Jammu &
Kashmir, was struck by another tragedy, as a
cloudburst claimed several lives, left over 200
missing, and crippled vital bridges and high-
ways.

These disasters were notisolated. In just one
intense weekend this monsoon, Himachal
Pradesh recorded 19 cloudbursts, 23 flash
floods, and 16 major landslides, displacing
thousands. From Kinnaur and Kullu to Chamoli
and Rudraprayag, the pattern s clear: Intense
rainfall events, cloudbursts, river overflows,
and glacial lake outburst floods (GLOFs) are no
longer rare shocks — they are becoming sea-
sonal certainties.

A Fragile Region Under Siege
The Himalayas have always been geological-
lyyoung and fragile, prone to landslides, earth-
quakes, and floods. Butin recent decades, the
frequency, intensity, and destructiveness of
these hazards have risen sharply. Warmer tem-
peratures, shifting monsoon patterns, and
rapid glacier melt are amplifying the risks.
The 2013 Kedarnath disaster was a grim
warning. As Executive Director of the National
Institute of Disaster Management (NIDM), | led
the post-disaster field assessment that iden-
tified both natural and human-induced drivers
of the tragedy.

Why disasters in the Himalayas are
becoming more deadly?

While heavy rainfall and sudden cloudbursts
are natural to mountainous regions, the
calamities we see today are progressively
shaped by human choices. Climate change is
accelerating the melting of glaciers, destabil-
ising terrain, and raising the risk of glacial lake
outburst floods. Simultaneously, spontaneous
urbanisation has replaced conventional build-
ings with concrete on fragile slopes, often
lacking sufficient geological assessments,
while poor drainage systems and intrusions
on riverbanks disrupt the natural water-

course. Infrastructure expansion has inten-
sified the issue, as hydropower projects,
roads, and tunnels are built in vulnerable
regions, with blasting and deforestation
further weakening hillsides and increasing
hazards across whole river basins. Poor

towns, the same risky construction pat-
terns persist, as if the disasters of the past
decade never happened.

Human, Economic, and Ecological
Every season of inaction carries a devas-
tating cost. Entire families are buried in
landslides, children orphaned, livelihoods
lost. Economic damages — destroyed
roads, bridges, power projects, and farm-
land —runinto thousands of crores annu-
ally. Recovery is slow, especially in remote

Development in the Himalayas

FIRST

Column

needs to establish a Himalayan Climate
and Disaster Monitoring and Response
Centre (HCDMRC). This apex authority
would function as the nerve centre for
strengthening disaster preparedness and
climate resilience across all Himalayan
states. Importantly, it cannot remain con-
fined to research functions alone; it must
be endowed with clear operational author-
ity to ensure preparedness, coordinate
timely response, and oversee effective
recovery. Its mission can have a focused
seven-point action plan:

1. Safeguarding the Himalayas: Implement
eco-friendly regulations and thoroughly
oversee the surroundings to prevent reck-
less development.

2. Safer Development: Synchronize infra-
structure initiatives with ecological reali-
ties, avoiding areas of high risk.

3. Identifying the Risks: Utilise scientific
research to pinpoint regions most suscep-
tible to cloud bursts, floods, landslides,
earthquakes, and glacial lake floods.

Afocused kfor the - will
only thrive if there is a significant change
in planning and governance. This means
development in hilly terrains must be
planned with risks in mind — by enforcing
eco-friendly zoning, incorporating rainwa-
ter harvesting, and guaranteeing slope sta-
bilisation in all hilly regions. Infrastructure
growth needs to be resistant to disasters,
requiring mandatory Disaster Impact
Assessments, banning construction in

4. Smart Integrate ing
techniques with nature-inspired methods
like slope reinforcement, flood manage-
ment, and ecosystem restoration.

5. Empower Communities: Prepare and
supply local authorities, panchayats, and
volunteers to ensure neighbourhoods
serve as the initial line of defence.

6. Rapid Response: Create specialised,
highly-trained high-altitude rescue and
recovery units to respond quickly during

CLIMATE CHANGE governance worsens these problems, as
IS ACCELERATING  building codes, risk zoning, and environ-
THE MELTING OF  mental safeguards are inadequately
GLACIERS, enforced, and disaster risk mitigation ini-
DESTABILISING tiatives are fragmented among dlﬁergn[
departments rather than being main-
RI;I‘IE};NRSI'INI:ISI;]I)SK streamed across all sectors.
OF GLACIAL LAKE lgnored Warnings, Repeated
OUTBURST FLOODs  Mistakes

The outcomes of the 2013 and 2021 disas-
ters were clear, highlighting the pressing
requirement for enhanced protection in
the Himalayan area. They advocated for
stringent hazard zoning and enhanced reg-
ulation of high-risk regions, along with the
implementation of compulsory Disaster
Impact Assessments (DIA) in addition to
Envil Impact

ty is threatened.

(EIA).

Also significant was the advice to limit
hydropower projects in ecologically sen-
sitive areas and implement ecosystem-
based planning emphasising slope stabil-
isation. The reports emphasised the impor-
tance of improving early warning
systems and boosting community pre-
paredness to enhance resilience in the face

The writer is a former
Executive Director of the
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of future disasters

Yet most of these recommendations
remain unimplemented. Development
continues to prioritise short-term econom-
ic gains over long-term safety. In many

cialised approach.

remains limited.

villages, where losses are often permanent.
Ecologically, the damage is silent but pro-
found. Forests are lost to landslides and
debris flows. River courses are altered,
glacial retreat accelerates, and biodiversi-

Why the Existing Framework Falls
Short?

India’s national disaster management
framework, although strong in many
aspects, is not specifically tailored for the
unique hazards of the Himalayas. The
region's terrain, weather unpredictability,
and logistical challenges require a spe-

Response times are often too slow due
to difficult terrain and broken transport
routes, which hinder rescue efforts during
the critical “golden hour.” Moreover, insti-
tutional responsibilities are fragmented.
Scientific research exists in isolation, often
disconnected from operational planning.
Local governments lack resources, and
community engagement in preparedness

natural barriers.

ment, and guaranteeing

populations.

and most efficient line of defence.

landslide-prone zones, and implementing
resilient building designs as a standard.

Equally important is viewing nature as the
primary defence by rejuvenating degrad-
ed slopes through the planting of native
species, restoring historic water manage-
ment systems, and protecting wetlands as

Technology should also be utilised for
readiness by enhancing satellite surveil-
lance, implementing Al-driven risk assess-
that
last-mile mobile notifications reach at-risk

Ultimately, strategies focused on the
community must stay central, incorporat-
ing local insights into risk management
and enabling villages to act as the primary

Need for a Dedicated Himalayan
Disaster Resilience Framework

To genuinely transform the planning and
governance of the fragile Himalayan
region —and to break the endless cycle of
devastation and reconstruction — India

emergencies.

7. Science in Action: Collaborate with
leading research organisations — such as
the Wadia Institute, GB Pant Institute, IIT
Roorkee, National Institute of Hydrology,
ICFRE, and the Forest Survey of India— to
guarantee that policies are based on the
highest scientific expertise.

The Last Chance to Act

The Himalayas are not just mountains-they
are the water towers of India, the birth-
place of its great rivers, and the custodi-
ans of its biodiversity. The Dharali and
Kishtwar tragedies must not fade into
another chapter of ignored warnings.

A dedicated climate and disaster
resilience policy for the Himalayan states
is no longer a matter of debate — it is an
urgent necessity. We have the science. We
have the lessons from past disasters.
What remains is the political will to act. The
time to protect the Himalayas is slipping
away — if we wait any longer, we will be
left with mountains of regret where once
stood mountains of hope.

If We Don’t Reinvent the Chip,
Al Will Break the Planet

NISHANT
SAHDEV

Recently, | was in conversation with some
fellows from Silicon Valley and Shenzhen — two
of the world's tech powerhouses — swapping
stories about our latest Al projects. One of them
pulled up a live feed from their lab: A ware-
house-sized hall lined with racks of Al servers,
each glowing and humming like a beehive in
overdrive. In the corner, an engineer pointed
to amonitor showing the facility’s power draw
— more than an entire city block. For a
moment, the conversation went quiet. We all
knew what that number meant.In
aworld already straining its energy
grids, Al's appetite is not just impres-
sive — it is a warning. That night, |
could not shake a question: If this
is just the beginning, how will we
keep the lights on for the Al future? We talk
about artificial intelligence as if it is a purely
digital revolution — a clean leap from matter
into mind. But Al is a physical machine, and
physical machines run on energy.

Asingle large Al model can consume as much
electricity as hundreds of homes do in a year.
Multiply that across the dozens of tech compa-
nies in an arms race to build ever-bigger
models, and we are creating a new kind of
energy hunger.

This is not justa climate issue. It is a geopo-
litical one. Energy efficiency in Al will decide
who controls the technology, how widely itis
shared, and whether we can use it without
accelerating global warming. And right now, we
are on track to lose that control. We have a
narrow window to change course — and it
begins with radically rethinking the chips at the
heart of Al

Learning from the brain: Your brain runs on
about 20 watts — the same as a dim light bulb
— yet it can do things no supercomputer can,
like recognise a face in a crowd instantly.
Engineers are trying to capture that efficiency
with "neuromorphic” chips, which mimic the
brain’s ability to fire only when needed.

Intel's Loihi chip has used up to 100 times less
power for certain Al tasks. IBM's TrueNorth has
matched the accuracy of standard systems with
200 to 300 times less energy. In medicine, neu-
romorphic designs have shrunk power
demands so much that a heart monitor could
run for a year on a single battery.

This is the kind of leap we need — but at an
industrial scale. Most computers push electrons
through metal. Optical processors use light
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instead. Photons move faster, produce less heat,
and can handle massive amounts of data in par-
allel. Researchers at Tsinghua
University have built an optical Al
chip over 4,000 times more energy-
efficient than a leading Nvidia
graphics chip for certain tasks.
Some designs can perform a calcu-
lation using less energy than a single photon
— a feat that sounds like science fiction but is
real today. The catch: Most still require electron-
ic components for parts of the job. But a hybrid
optical-electronic future is possible — and it
would cut the energy bill for Al data centres by
orders of magnitude.

Quantum shortcuts: Quantum computers
operate on qubits —quantum bits —which can
existin multiple states at once. This means they
can explore many possible solutions in paral-
lel, rather than checking them one by one like
classical computers. For certain problems,
such as optimising complex systems or simu-
lating molecules, they could solve in seconds
what would take a conventional supercomput-
er thousands of years.

That is not just about speed. Every wasted
second on a conventional chip burns more elec-
tricity. A quantum machine that finishes in
seconds uses dramatically less total energy,
even if it draws more power while running.
Early results are promising. Researchers at
Cornell University are pairing quantum proces-
sors with classical systems in hybrid setups,
sending only the most complex parts of a
problem to the quantum side. In initial tests,
these hybrid systems have cut Al energy use by
10 to 12 per cent. That may sound small, but
scaled across the global data centre network,
itis the energy equivalent of taking millions of
cars off the road.

The real prize is further ahead. If quantum
accelerators mature, they could allow Al
models to handle massive computations — like
simulating climate systems or designing new
materials — without requiring supercomput-

er-scale energy. That is the kind of shift that
could turn Al from an energy liability into a
climate asset.

Why does this matter now? The International
Energy Agency warns that global data centre
electricity demand could double by 2026 —and
Alis a major driver. Small efficiency tweaks will
not keep up. We need breakthroughs that slash
power use by factors of ten, a hundred, even
a thousand. Think of what that would mean:
1.Al models that run on a smartphone without
draining its battery.

2. Data centres that do not rival coal plants in
emissions.

3.An Al revolution that strengthens, not under-
mines, our fight against climate change.

The obstacles are not technical alone:
Building ultra-efficient chips requires new fac-
tories, new materials, and new software
written from scratch. Companies are heavily
invested in current GPU technology.

Market inertia is a powerful enemy of
change. That is why this cannot be left to market
forces. It requires a Manhattan Project for effi-
cient computing — a coordinated push from
Governments, industry, and academia, with the
urgency we brought to putting a man on the
moon. The choice ahead: We can keep chasing
bigger Al models and let our energy systems
strain under the load. Or we can build an Al
future where power is not the bottleneck, but
the enabler. The nation — or the company —
that cracks ultra-efficient Al computing will not
just lead in technology. It will own the next
industrial revolution. But “can” is not "will." If
we wait for efficiency to happen by accident,
it will not. The race for smarter chips must
become a race to the top — before Al becomes
the coal plant of the digital age.

@ dailypioneer
@ @NishantSahdev
@ /in/nishanisahdey

The writer is a Theoretical
Physicist at the University of
North Carolina, USA

Fast-tracking India’s mobility
through the MOTION CoE

ARVIND
KUMAR

performance at its core, Attron is poised to play
acritical role in India's electric mobility transition.
Combat Robotics is leveraging autonomous
mobility to develop rugged unmanned ground
vehicles (UGVs) specifically designed for defence,
disaster response, and public safety. These vehi-
cles feature adaptive motion technology, night
vision ¢ and remote operation features,

India’s mobility sector is evolving at an unprece-
dented pace. As the global automotive industry
pivots toward smarter, cleaner, and more connect-
ed transport systems, India is positioning itself not
only as a manufacturing leader but also as a global
innovation hub. Driving this transformation is the
rise of Autonomous, Connected, Electric, and
Shared (ACES) mobility — an area that is witness-
ing robust support from both industry and
Government. One of the initiatives in this space
is the MOTION Centre of Entrepreneurship (CoE)
in Pune.A flagship initiative launched
by the Software Technology Parks of
India (STPI) under the Ministry of
Electronics and IT (MeitY) and support-
ed by the Government of Maharashtra,
MOTION CoE serves as a sector-focused innova-
tionand incubation hub dedicated to ACES start
ups. Located at Electronic Sadan 111, MIDC Bhosari,
Pune, this 10,000 sq. ft. facility is equipped with
cutting-edge labs, a 75-seater co-working space,
and advanced prototyping infrastructure. It is
backed by a powerful consortium including Tata
Motors, Kinetic Group, Intel, MathWorks, Visteon,
ARAI, SAE India, TiE Pune, and the College of
Engineering Pune.

The Centre offers more than just infrastructure.
Itdelivers a full-stack support system, combining
expert mentorship, physical and virtual incuba-
tion, funding opportunities through the Start-up
India Seed Fund Scheme (SISFS), assistance with
Intellectual Property Rights (IPR), legal and finan-
cial services, and connections with investors and
industry stakeholders. As a result, MOTION CoE has
emerged as a key enabler of India's next-gen mobil-
ity vision. To date, the CoE has incubated 55 start-
ups, surpassing its initial goal of 51. These ventures
have collectively achieved a valuation of over 3465
crore, generated over I34 crore in revenue,
attracted over 23 crore in external funding,
created more than 500 jobs, and launched 82 prod-
ucts and 128 prototypes. They have also filed 67
1P applications, of which 40 have already been
granted. Among these, five standout start-ups
exemplify the CoE's transformative potential.
Attron Automotive is creating high-efficiency
electric propulsion systems for two and three-
wheelers. Their product portfolio includes inte-
grated IPM PMSM motors and advanced controllers
builton the proprietary Eta i

@mionecr
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making them invaluable in high-risk environments.
Combat Robotics has secured a project from
Nagpur MahaMetro for railway track monitoring
and has been selected in the first phase of the
Indian Railways Innovation Challenge. As India
scales up its electric vehicle ecosystem, energy
storage becomes a critical enabler. Coulomb Li-
Tech addresses this with its in-house development
of lithium-ion batteries, battery management
systems (BMS), electric vehicle (EV) chargers, and
acloud-based analytics platform. Its comprehen-
sive tech stack supports diverse
mobility and storage applications,
making Coulomb a key contributor
to India's energy resilience and EV
adoption goals. Kairus Energies is
innovating at the intersection of mobility, defence,
and aerospace. Its advanced lithium-ion battery
modules i forextreme it
featuring a proprietary HITCH Tech™ thermal man-
agement system that ensures rapid charging, fire
suppression, and performance optimisation.

Kairus has filed one technology patent, secured
two design patents, and deployed 100+ kWh of
storage systems. As electric vehicles gain traction,
scalable charging infrastructure is crucial. Eidikos
Business Enterprises is meeting this need with its
Level 2 AC charging kiosks, specifically designed
for e-bikes, e-rickshaws, and electric cars. Their
hybrid model includes both Captive Chargingand
Charging-as-a-Service (CAAS). Their composite
charging stations have been granted design reg-
istration, and their distributed deployment model
is well-suited for urban and peri-urban areas in
India.The journey of these start-ups reflects the
broader impact MOTION CoE is making in the ACES
space. By bringing together infrastructure, men-
torship, funding, and real-world deployment
opportunities, the CoE has emerged as a model
platform for sectoral innovation. It aligns seam-
lessly with national initiatives, such as the
Automotive Mission Plan 2047, which aims to posi-
tion India as a global leader in sustainable, tech-
driven mobility. As these ventures continue to
scale, they are not only addressing India's trans-
portation needs but also building solutions that
are globally relevant. In doing so, MOTION CoE is
proving that the future of mobility in India is about
vision, innovation, and impact.

to deliver superior performance and energy effi-
ciency. Recognised by Inc42 as a top mobility
start-up to watch, Attron's focus on R&D has result-

edin one technology patent and two design reg-

With ct 1, modularity, and
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A bold initiative

GST reforms are welcome but a structurally
superior tax will require a far broader base

TIS IMPRESSIVE that the Centre has taken the difficult task of reset-

ting the over- elght year- old goods and services tax (GST) head-on.

The structure, ration,and rv haring mechanism of

GST has turned unnecessarily complex over the years. To be sure,
even from the very beginning of India’s GST, much was left wanting. A
clutch of product categories and therebya fairlylarge section of the econ-
omy,was kept outside the tax’s purview. With petroleum products, elec-
tricity,and real estate (transactions of completed properties) having been
kept out, the principal purpose of GST, which is to reduce cascading of
taxes to the extent possible, hasn’t been met satisfactorily.

Asaresult, thelong-standingissue of redundant tax costs tobusinesses
largely persisted. Units burdened with accumulated, unusable input tax
credit (ITC) have had little incentive to pass on the “benefits” of tax rate
reductions to the consumers,and the tendency toevade the tax lingered.
The structural infirmity has harmed smaller firms more, because unlike
thelargerdiversified ones their ability to use input taxes for meeting out-
put tax liability is limited. Paradoxically, the tax treatment of larger and
smaller firms has turned more disparate in the GST regime than in the
previous one. Moreover, the opaqueness in and the delays over how the
integrated GST proceeds areapportioned and distributed has generated
heartburn among several states.

Asafallout of all this, the GST’s promised economic and revenue bene-
fits have remained a mirage. Revenues from this tax have risen but just
aboutreached pre-GSTlevel of nearly 7% of the GDP,and appear to plateau
already.The prime minister’sannouncement toreform the GSTand reduce
the taxes on everyday use items may appear to pre-empt the GST Council,
where the Centre and states are equal partners. But unless such a bold ini-
tiativeistaken,a majorredesign of GST,which isinevitable forits structural
improvement, would have been delayed mordmately Also, the PM has set
thedirection of the reformsright by toreducethe taxincidence.

» Upinion

N INDEPENDENCE
DAY last week, Prime
Minister ~ Narendra
Modi announced that
there will be a bonanza
for consumers this Diwali as he
intends to unleash long-awaited
Goods and Services Tax (GST) 2.0
reforms. While this

© GST REFORMS
SHOULD NOT BE THE CASE THAT THE MEDICINE TURNS OUT TO BE MORE PAINFULTHAN THE DISEASE

A step forward, two backward

RAHUL RENAVIKAR

Managing directar, Acuris Advisors Pvt. Ltd

was expected to be made by the
finance minister, who is the chairper-
son of the all-powerful GST Council, it
surprised many that the PM chose to
do so even before a formal approval
from the council had been obtained.
No doubt, the next GST Council meet-
ing scheduled in September would
take up the issue. In the mean time, it
will be interesting to see the political
reactions to the PM’s announcement
as every political party will pounce on
the opportunity to take credit.
According to theannouncementand
subsequent reports in the press, the
complex multi-rate GST structure that
prevails currently is proposed to be
replaced by a simple two-rate structure
(with an additional special rate of 40%).
The GST rate slabs proposed to be
retained are 5% and 18%, while the
12% and 28% rateswould be doneaway
The stock markets have

Some circles, betting on the “revenue neutrality” principle, pecting
the weighted average rate (WER) torise aftera rate/slab recast.

The question is whether the essentially two-tier structure (5% and
189%),coupled witha great deal of deliberate resolution of “inverted duty
structure”, would indeed be capable of addressing the tax’s structural
shortcomings. Though the details are yet to be worked out, what can be
deduced from the information made available is that tax incidence on
several daily use items, common inputs for micro, small, and medium
enterprises,and agriculture, carsand two-wheelers except the truly high-
end ones, several consumer durables, and even a clutch of fast-moving
consumer goods items,would reduce—quite substantially in many cases.

Former finance secretary Vijay Kelkar has long called fora single-rate
(129%) GSTwith full ITC. Late economist Bibek Debroyalso advocated sin-
gle-rate though he wanted the WER to rise, and help raise the tax-GDP
ratio. Given the traits of the economy, a single-rate indirect tax may be
toomuch toaskfor.That said,a truly beneficial reform of GSTwill restrict
the universe of exemptions (both in terms of the size of units and prod-
ucts),and let smaller businesses join the formal economicvalue chain. It
willalso democratise theadministrationwith an empowered, neutral sec-
retariat,and move further on the path of federalism, by assigning a por-
tion of the revenues to the local bodies, the third tier of government.

The Al clones are coming!
But it's not all bad

MARK SEWARDS, A British Member of Parliament in the northern city of Leeds,
recentlylaunched whathe called the country’s first artificial intelligence (A1) pro-
totype of an MP. Cue the backlash. X users were the most vitriolic, calling Sewards
“lazy” and branding the project “appalling”. The press sneered at his “weird”and
“dithering” chatbot, complalmng xt couldn’t followa Leeds accent.

Thenagain, most politic ionswith robotica ,and many
wouldn’t make out the heavy twang of Northe.m England.“Me nelghbuur’s lad’s
blocked’t ginnelat’t backwian old settee and hewon’tdo owt about it,"a Guardian
journalist asked Sewards'bot at one point. The Al suggested they call the police to
reportanabandoned vehicle,which was a better answer than Iwould have given.

The 35-year-old Labour MP is a pioneer in using Al to squeeze more out of
their job. More people are using Al to create digital replicas of themselves and
conduct their work at a greater scale. Right-wing influencer Dave Rubin even
hasanAl clone presenting his YouTube showwhile he’s on vacation this month.
There are obvious costs to this, from the erosion of authenticity to lower qual-
ity services. But don’t also forget the benefits to those with limited resources
where chatbots offer a new way of engaging with others, however dystopian
that feels to us humans.

For people who make money off their expertise, clones offera route to scaling
up theirbusiness. Brodie Sharpe isa physiotherapistin Mel-
bourne, Australia, with an entrepreneurial streak. Having
fallen prey toa chronic running injury himself, he not only
started treating people with the same problem but recorded
157 episodes of the “Overcoming Proximal Hamstring
Tendinopathy”podcast totalkabout itat lengthand bringin
new clients.

About a year ago, he paid a developer A$2,000 (about
$1,300) to trainachatbot on some of those episodesand aca-
demicresearch on the injury, then announced that listeners
to his podcast could access “tailored advice” from a new Al
assistant forA$8.99 amonth.

Overthe past year, around 50 people have signed up for
the assistant, asking it about everything from the benefits
of foam rolling to how to train fora half-marathon with the PHT injury. It’s mak-
ing Sharpe an extra A$650 in monthly, passive income, he tells me,and after the
set-up costs, he’s paid justAS20 in the last year on data usage to keep it going. The
revenue is no fortune, but the side hustle could yet grow.

Eventually, he’ll train the chatbot on the advice he gives to clients on Zoom
calls.What if it tells clients something he disagrees with? “I'm okay with that,"he
says,adding that the bot is designed to replicate premium research more than
Sharpe himself.“Whatever it comes up with should be good quality."

There is of course, a thin line between rugged entrepreneurialism and excess.
Deepak Chopra launched a“digital twin”last year that costs a fewdollarstouse,and
after 95 books, a global brand, and vast wealth already to his name, that feels less
like innovation and more like an exercise in scaling himself ever further. Then
there’s Snapchat influencer Caryn Marjorie,who becamea millionaire at 24 after
launchingabot that charged $1aminute.Over time, maybeit'll be the wealthiest
amonguswho have the privilege of speaking to human experts while the rest con-
sort with Al clones.

still, there”: theworld s fast getting chatbots. More than
700 million people use ChatGPT once a week,and the total number is likely over
abillion when factoring in those who use Al assistants from Alphabet Inc’s Google
and Meta Platforms Inc. As people become more accustomed to talking to
machines,itwon’t beastretch forsome to use them as a bridge to their expertise.
That could widen all that know-how and ease workloads—if used wisely. Used
badly,and they’ll turn more of our encounters into mostly cheap imitations.

PARMY
OLSON

8loomberg

already glven the thumbs up to these
announcements, notwithstanding the
adversities on account of the additional
tariffs imposed by the US.

Right from the inception of the GST
in 2017, policymakers, tax experts, etc.
were all of the firm view that its rate
structure (running into double digits
alongwith thec ess)then

where the rate of consumption tax is
not determined on the product con-
sumed but on the kind of packaging it
comes in. A case in point is namkeen,
where unbranded ones attract a 5%
GSTwhereas branded and nicely pack-
aged ones attract 12% GST. This and
many other such strange classification
ideas need aburial which theupcoming
GSTrate rejigwillhope-
fully do.

However, the pro-

capital trap. Given the Indian GST’s
tryst with false input tax credit claims
in the last eight years, running into
lakhs of crores of rupees, introducing an
automatic GST refund mechanism for
businesses might turn out to be setting
the cat amongst the pigeons. Ideally,a
single-rate consumption tax structure
ought to be implemented (as done by
more than 125 coun-
tries) to keep the
India’s GST simple

posed two-rate struc- Re-hauling the GST and free fromany clas-
ture of 5% and 18% will go a long way in sification disputes,
can turnout tobea per- - e including avoiding the
fect recipe for disaster if making india-made inverted duty struc-

itis notimplemented in
the right manner. The
difference of 13 per-
centage points between
the tworates itselfisan
invitation forscamsters
to evade taxes. This
large gap between the rates might also
result in an inverted duty structure
(output GST rate lower than the input
GST rate) for almost all the supplies,
attractinga 5% GSTrate,assuming that
input tax credit is allowed for this slab.

ifat all the two-rate structure has tobe
d then a robust, almost

adopted was full o f flaws, creating con-
fusion among taxpayers. India is per-
haps the onlylarge countryin the world

automatic, refund mechanism also
needs to be in place so that businesses
do not fall in the locking-of-working-

goods and services
competitive in
local as well as
international markets
—_—

ture. It should not be
the case that the med-
icine turns out to be
more painful than
the disease!

Along with the
GST rate rejig, the
government should also re-haul the
current input tax credit mechanism.
The crux of any value-added tax sys-
tem (India’s GST is a value-added tax
systemwhere supplies of goods and/or
services are taxed) is the ability of the
taxpayers to claim full input tax credit
on almost all the goods and services
procured while supplying taxable
goods and/or services without any
exceptions or hindrances. The input

@ ANEW REVOLUTION

OpenAl CEO Sam Altman

Are we in a phase where investors as a whole
are overexcited about Al? My opinion is yes.
Is Al the most important thing to happen in

a very long time? My opinion is also yes

tax credit mechanism in India’s GSTis
anything but simple and needs to be
rectified to a very large extent. A sim-
ple solution lies in allowing input tax
credits of almost everything (with a
small negative list) that the businesses
procure to run their operations. This
will totally eliminate the cascading of
taxes, making the supplies of goods
and services less expensive which ulti-
mately will benefit the end consumer.
If the GST 2.0 reforms have to truly
bear the expected fruits, the govern-
ment should seriously include petro-
leum, electricity, alcohol, and real
estate in the tax ambit. Keeping them
outside the GST umbrella makes little
economic sense. It is high time that
these were included in the GST so that
the cascadation of taxes in these sec-
tors is done away with once and forall.
1f it has taken eight long years to bring
inthe GST 2.0 reforms, it is anybody’s
guessas to how much longerwill it take
to have these in the GST fold. Unless
this is done, we as a nation will not be
able to realise the true GDP growth
potential that a flawless GST has to
offer. The Centre and the states should
come together and dlsplay the true
of c
as enshrined in our Constitution, to
make this areality sooner than later,
Thus, an overall approach of recti-
fying/re-hauling the GSTwillgoalong
way in making India-made goods and
services competitive in not only the
local markets but also the interna-
tional markets, paving the way for
turning the country into an economic
superpower that can compete with the
likes of US and China.

Views are personal

IBC revisit needed, in law and practice

ABIZER DIWANJI

Founder, NeoStrat Advisors

Apart from fixing procedural and mindset issues,
new legislation is required around pre-pack laws

for all companies

THE PROPOSED AMENDMENTS to the
Insolvencyand Bankruptcy Code (IBC)are
welcome as they deal with delays in reso-
lutionby National Company Law Tribunal
(NCLT), government agencies, and pro-
moters.The changesalsoplan toaugment
implementation and improve the credi-
tors'voices in the lig process. All

in the past has offered this return. The
Securitisation and Reconstruction of
Financial Assets and of

ciesand other non-contractual claims to
slow the process is welcome. This would
ionslike the [SW/BPSLdelays.

Security Interest Act is near it, given that
statistic is based on hard assets as collat-
eral. On average, a CIRP has taken 701
days but today it takes around 820 days.

of these are welcome as the IBC’s £ track

tellsthat:
Without doubt, IBC is one of the best
legislations in India’s recent history. The
law was drafted maturely to cover every
aspect, but the rules in certain instances
went contrary. The behaviour of i its vari-

has taken another 510 days
onaverage and today it takes around 650.
‘We have 4,520 insolvency professionals
and 5 750 valuers, but only 60 judges
when we need 360. Non-judicial mem-
notcom-
mercially-minded turnaround profes-
sionals. leen the optimism of Indian

Agencies can go after any other asset of
the corporate debtor not within CIRP or
guarantees. The defined timelines on
12A, supervision of creditors in liquida-
tion, and ability to alienate plans from
distribution are welcome moves that
would hasten resolution.

However, what we really need to
address is institutional maturity to
manage a law as sophisticated as IBC.
The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board
of India (IBBI) should become a mature

ourts,creditors,

tress takes five

which facilities the spirit of

and debt Iso years, to CIRP the law. For this, it may

leaves alot to be desired. The regulator,  takes twoyears, CIRP itself need ight ofall pillars
which paid. ion thepil- ,and liquida- Turnaround and of the law under various
lars,wasleftwith no chmcc buttobehard tion tak thertwoyears, crisis degrees. Today, there is
on the regulated and was unable to regu- making it a total of nine-11 skills rather than  OVer-supervision of the
latethe otherpillars,all of which together  years after stress identifica- . insolvency professional.
drive the success of this A tion.Thi: po- Just the knowledge  The amendments do talk
glanceat some statistic confirms this. rate debtor’s enterprise of law is a pre- about not considering dis-
IBC has admitted a total of around value and available collat- requisite ciplinary actions when

8 150 compames, of which 2,000-0dd  eral, leading to credit losses appointing, which seems
i 1,100 across the board. an acknowledgement of

had successful resalutlon plans, 1,250 Moving to the proposed IBC amend- the ease with which such action is initi-
were appealed and settled, and 1,100 ments,courts h tain ated.Creditors, on their part, need toact

were withdrawn under Section 12A.On
performance,whilst most measure recov-
eriesasa percentage of claims,one needs
tomeasure [BC performance on recover-
iesasapercentage of liquidationvalue (as
rules do not allow anyone to resurrect a
company during a Corporate Insolvency
Resolution Process (CIRP),though thelaw
imbibes that. As a percentage of liquida-
tion value, CIRPs recovered 163% and
liquidation recovered 89% of value. This

defaultandadmit within 14 days.Thiswas
part of the original law, but the courts
thought they could dec:de on the com-
mer ion, theonu

of whxch lieswith the creditors. However,
courts have been granted theability togo
beyond the nmelmes if wntten requests

as trustees of an enterprise. When they
admitacompany in CIRP, theirwisdom
should indicate a recovery and hence,
interim finance for turnaround should
bemadeavailablein the natural course.
The Reserve Bank of India should not
classify such interim finance as a non-

aregiven, leavingaj rat
to decide on commercial wisdom. Courts
need to be commercially-minded and

or until the CIRPis ongo-
ing. Specialist skills among creditorsare
critical. Aculture of passing on stressed

admitor creditor

noothermean:

Thei notallowingagen-

THE EDITOR

Relief for Ukraine?

Apropos of “No deal in Alaska” (FE,
August 18), a highly anticipated
summit between US President Donald

Russia's invasion of Ukraine in 2022,
This marked Putin stepping on
Western soil for the first time since
then. Now, the attention turns to the
leader who was excluded from the

Trump and his Russian
Vladimir Putin concluded wnhout a
deal on ending the Ukraine invasion,
even if the US president termed the
talks a great progress. Observers

say the meeting gave the Russian
president a diplomatic win after being
shunned by the Weast following

. Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy can hope fora
warmer reception than February's
Oval Office shouting match. The fact
that a big group of European leaders
will also be present means that
everyone wants to grab the light at
the end of the tunnel. We can hope for

assets t ona umelybas}s

needs to make itself more credible. We
have far too many of them too, which
was required when the need existed.
Now, early detection and resolution
would be the norm. Turnaround and
crisis management skills rather than
just the knowledge of lawisa pre-requi-
site. IBBI may consider a re-qualifica-
tion of insolvency professionals.

Apart from fixing procedural and
mindset issues, new legislation is
required around pre-pack laws for all
companies,along with cross-borderand
group insolvency being introduced to
encourage voluntary filings under IBC
proactively. Theaim should be toresolve,
rather than disrupt, ownerships. A big
concern istimelyidentification of debts.
Data tells that it takes ﬁve years ior a

orcreditorto ack
need to restructure. Making the resolu-
tion process more appropriate, a pro-
moter should be given a chance to res-
urrect themselves. Though there is a
Section 10 provision for self-filing,
deb illi CIRP d

anauction. Pre-packs, if all creditors are
paid, albeit delayed, should not involve
anauction. This can only come through
oversight, and we now have the legal
framework to offer these without the
risk of delayed recognition, as in the
past. Further, the regulator needs to ask
financial institutions about strategies
for specLal mention accounts. Transfer

ofth ial

situations funds orasset reconstruction
companies) should be encouraged with
due supervision.
Legal provisions backed by structural
the need of the hour.

may help. The i y

the best in the interests of the world in
general and millions of people of the
two war-torn nations in particular.
—Sanjay Chopra, Mohali

Protecting democracy

Itis ironic that the Election
Commission (EC), which must be
politically neutral in its duties, has
been at the centre of a political storm
after the Opposition raised doubts
over its independence, impartiality,
and integrity in the preparation of

voters' lists and conducting elections.
The EC's issue is that it lacks transpa-
rency and strength of will to ensure a
level playing field for all political
parties. it must ask itselfwhy it is
necessary for the apex court to issue
orders for protecting the sanctity of
elections. The body must redeem
itself. Failing that, we must redeem it
for the sake of Indian democracy.
—G David Milton, Maruthancode

@Write to s at feletters@expressindia.com
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Mountainsin Peril

he tragedy in Kishtwar last week is a grim reminder

that the Himalayan landscape, for all its beauty. is an

increasingly fragile theatre for human life. In a matter

of minutes, what began as an ordinary day on a sacred
pilgrimage route to the Machail Mata shrine turned into an
unrelenting wave of water, mud, and debris that tore through
lives and livelihoods.

At least 60 people are gone, many more remain missing, and
countless families are left with the unbearable weight of not
knowing. Cloudbursts are not new to the region, but their
frequency and destructiveness are intensifying. What sets this
disaster apart is its setting ~ along a congested pilgrim route
where thousands pass each season, many stopping at Chositi
before making the steep climb to the shrine.

Here, g,cographv conspires with faith: narrow lelLyb fragile
slopes, and r y stand lai
gatherings of people whose focu: tual, not situational
awareness. When the sudden fury came, there was neither time
nor space to escape. Survivor accounts capture the shock: a loud
blast-like sound. a surge of sludge in the drains, and the
sickening realisation that the ground itself was turning lethal.
Some were rescued by security personnel posted for the shrine,
others by sheer luck.

But for too many, there was simply no path out. The official
rescue effort, brave as it is, has been hampered by a lack of
resources. Reports from the site speak of a single earth mover
working through the debris while the clock ticks on survivors®
chances. This is not a reflection of the courage of the responders
~ itisareflection of systemic under-preparedness for disasters
in our mountainous districts.

‘We have known for years that cloudbursts and flash floods
will become more frequent as climate patterns shift and the
mMonsoon grows more erratic. Yet, preparedness remains
piecemeal. Remote areas often lack basic early-warning
systems, resilient shelters, and rapid deployment equipment.

Pilgrimage routes, in particular, are rarely designed with
disaster mitigation in mind, though they attract large,
temporary populations in some of the most hazard-prone
terrain in the country. There is an urgent need to rethink how
we plan for such events. Early-warning infrastructure should be
standard along all high-density Himalayan routes.

Local communities must be trained in rapid evacuation and
first response, for they are the true first responders when
disaster strikes. Rescue teams should be pre-positioned with
adequate equipment during peak pilgrimage or tourist seasons.
‘The human loss in Kishtwar is devastating, but its lesson
should not be lost in mourning alone.

We cannot control when and where the next cloudburst will
strike, but we can control how prepared we are when it does. If
the mountains are to remain places of faith and livelihood, they
must also become places of safety. Anything less will be a
betrayal of those who call them home, and those who journey
there secking something higher.

Rarereckoning

hen China abruptly tightened exports of rare-earth

elements earlier this year, the reverberations were

immediate. Automakers announced curtailed

production, electronics manufacturers scrambled
for supplies, and policymakers denounced what they saw as
coercive economic tactics.

With more than 90 per cent of the world’s rare-earth refining
capacity located in China, the initial panic was understandable.
Rare earths are embedded in almost every facet of modern
technology ~ from the high-powered magnets in electric
vehicles and wind turbines to the sophisticated systems inside
missiles and fighter jets.

Yet what looks like overwhelming leverage at first glance is
alsoa trap. Every time g brandishes its grip on rare earths,
it sends shock waves that accelerate efforts to diversify supply
chains. The last time China restricted shipments in 2010, Japan
and several other countries poured resotrces into alternative
mining, recycling, and substitution technologies. That moment
planted the seeds of today's diversification drive.

The current squeeze s likely to push the world even further
down that path. India. in particular, has a rare chance to step
forward. With large monazite reserves along its eastern coast
and a state-owned firm already engaged in extraction, the
mum.r; has the geological base to matter. What it has lacked is

muscle. That is now changing: New Delhi is

courting Japanese and South Korean partners for advanced
processing and exploring policy incentives for magnet
manulaclunng.

B s own defence sector, which needs reliable supplies
les, radar and electronic warfare systems, reduced
reliance on Chinese goods is a strategic imperative. If these
moves align, India could emerge not only as a supplier for
global markets but also as a more sell-reliant security power.
ition will be real. Rare-earth
ities are complex, capital-intensive, and
environmentally fraught. Heavy elements such as dysprosium
and terbium remain difficult to source outside China, and prices
are likely to remain volatile for some time.

For defence and electric vehicle
the adjustment will mean higher costs and supply jitters in the
next two to three years. But the long-term trajectory is clear:
China’s dominance is strongest when the rest of the world
remains complacent.

By weaponising its advantage, it forces others to invest,
innovate, and collaborate. What was once taken for granted is
now a strategic priority from Washington to Brussels to New
Delhi. Recycling initiatives are scaling up, stockpiling strategies
are being refined, and substitution resear accelerating.
China may still enjoy an edge in geology, infrastructure, and
industrial know-how.

But its own actions risk eroding that edge. Instead of binding
the world to its supply chains, Beijing has given competitors a
compelling reason to decouple.

As new projects come online and technological dependence
diminishes, the gnp of cuerclon will inevitably weaken. The
lessonis as old ics: a weapon that is ished too
often e\,en(udlly loses its power. By turning rare earths intoa
tool of economic pressure, China may be hastening the day
when they cease to be a tool at all.
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Trump vs BRICS

Why is Trump targeting
BRICS? Trump believes BRICS
is challengingthe existingworld
orderwhich made America the
hegemon. No one now believes
that BRICS is merely a bigger
talk shop or a meaningless
acronym. Its vision of the new
world order has rattled the
West. Marty Western analysts
now argue that BRICSis
visualisingaworld without

the West

'S President Donald Trump’s
mercurial behaviour reminds
one of a boy named Calvin in
a classic comic strip, Calvin
and Hobbes, by Bill Watterson. When
Calvin looks at a tiger called Hobbes, the
boy sees a real tiger while everyone else
sees Hobbes asatoy. Calvin forms aclub
called ‘Get Rxd of Sluny Glrls and his

its white minority without any proof. He
has already announced that he will not
attend the Joh itof G20

hegemon. No one now believes that
BRICS is merely a bigger talk shop or a
acronym. Its vision of the

main

in this year. Chinaand Russia

Susie Derkins tmmtlmueehmse However,
when he is forced to let others in. Calvin
chooses to move the treehouse.

‘Trump tookeeps shifting the goal-post
when it comes to using tariffs as his
trump card. BRICS is a special target for
the whimsical president. Two BRICS
members, Brazil and India, have been
targeted with 50 per cent tariff. The

hasnc

T
to unpose uddmaual tariffs on India if

new world order has rattled the West.
Many Wcstem analv:[s now an!,ue

viable where possible.

A few options are being explored to
facilitate intra-BRICS trade. There are
few takers for schemes like agold-backed
common currency, dubbed the "Unit."

While most members are wary of
China’s yuan, Beijing itself doesn't want
the yuan to be pushed as a reserved
currency. No serious discussion on
de-dollarisation has taken place. Member
states are aware of the long and tedious
process.

IuookEumpeabouH()years[oadapl
Euro from the first talks to actual coins
in pockets - and that was wuh countries
that shared bord ilarsystems.
The BRICS currency is a fairy tale. Trump
is fearful of losing the dollar’s paramount
status. History tells us that regimes, kings,
kingdoms and countries that had the
reserve currency status suffered immense
economic hardships once they lost that
dominance.

Obviously. Trump doesn't believe in
any new world order. He wants only a
free-| for all where the strongest smve to

weeaker must
He refuses to bchevc that the monetary
system established 50 years ago is
crumbling. But Trump knows BRICS
has begun to hurt the dollar’s global

are mrtx(.ts of adifferent klnd
Evel

Tmmp hdd said that BRICS countries
tryingtocreateanew currency toreplace
the US dollar “will face 100 per cent
tariffs and should expect to say
goodbye to selling into the
wonderful US economy.”
Inhisattempt toisolate China,
Trump has ended up isolating
ami'\nlagmm‘gkﬂna.

the Trump-P ks fail. Former

US National security adviser.John Bolton

has deseribed Trump's tariffs against
India as “unforced error.”

Whilc India’s rcspon

2 Br:

is sober and
an president
Lula l-ns described unreasonable tariffs

s strategic ally i in
countering China, Brazil and
South Africa. Now that Putin

that BRICS world without
the West. Way back in 2007, American
bi-monthly National Interest published
anessay by Naazneen Barma, Ely Ratner
and Steven Weber under the
title “The World without the
West.

Ttargued that the world without
the West s becoming preferentially
and densely interconnected.” It
furthersaid that “thetraditional
tools of leumgc that Eumpe
and the Unif

has refused to play ball on ROY

Ukraine, Trump may see him

and thereafter claim the Nobel.

as “unacceptable black He has
ca]led upunlndm Chlna and olher BRICS

riffs.
The unreasonable mnﬂs are ‘mo(her
form of sanctions.

Trump is not known for doing his
homework before opening his mouth.
He wrongly claimed the US runs a trade
deficit with Brazil. The fact is that

P S billi i "

with Brazil.

Another BRICS member, South Africa,
faces 30 per cent tariffs. Trump has cut
off aid to this country accusing the
government of discriminating against

abletodeploy...are losing some
of their effectivenes:

as a villain for not allowing A’Ihcwmcr Trump’s shilly-shallying
him 0 “end the Ukraine war ~ SoMMERISOR o Giourand irrational tariffs
global affairs oy

Trump’s trashing of BRICS
is not really about Lm.ha Braul and
BRICS. itisabouitd
and a chance to reconnect and refocus
his base. To Trump, tariff is the ‘art of the
deal”

In fact, Trump’s deputy chief of staff
Stephen Miller, boasted recently before
the media, *You have been watching the
greatest economic master strategy from
an American President in history.”

W‘hyls’lrump lc\r;,elml,BRI(‘ﬁ" Tmmp
believes BR
world order wlmh made America the

regime have forced BRICS and
other members of the Global
South to make what former foreign
secretary Nirupama Rao calls “very
pragmatic strategic recalibrations.”
How do you deal with a leader whose
presidency has becomea “grift machine.”
Britishjournalist Anoosh Chakeli

which may pave the way for
Bretton Woods 30.

Trump has created a new divide in
the West. What Robert Kagan wrote in
his famous book ‘Of Paradise and Power’
in2003 describing the United Statesand
Europe as being from different planets
has proved to be true.

There are also fears in Europe of a
“Yalta II" scenario, echoing the 1945
conference in which the United States,
the United Kingdom. and the Soviet
Union carved up the future of post-World
War Il Eastern Europe. In any case, the
war in Ukraine marks the end of an
exceptional period in human history -
70 years of peace between the world’s
Great Powers.

All said, the vision of BRICS worries
the West, no matter what they say. The
West's Holy Empire is crumbhng, l‘he

i fthe crunchi
of geopolitical plates that we see today
has no precedent.

that we are in the “age of grift” If one is
“not spotting it," she maintains, one is
pmbably ontheend of it.”
De-dollarisation myths are being spread
by Trump. Thereis no

T his policy would
bring BRICS members to their knees, It
may end up as BRICS' new building
blocks.

History may not be back. We are
German Chancellor

BRICS on de-dollarisation. What they

former
Olaf Scholz called ‘Zeitenwende’, a turn
of the times.

RamonS.Angas Metro'ssavior?

n his lmdemark straightforward
and San Miguel

in infrastructure development, from

Corp. president and CEO Ramon
S. Ang volunteered last week to
help Metro Manila finally solve its
long-standing and complex flooding
problem “at no cost to the people and
no cost to the government.”
Ang, ranked the fourth richest person
in the Philippines by Forbes Magazine,
{ethis boldand Jented offe

after his group’s infrastructure projects
were cited among the reasons for the
massive flooding that paralyzed parts
of i h followi
days of heavy rain.

“Now I, Ramon Ang of San Miguel,
am volunteering. [ will help [solve] the
flooding in Metro Manila at no cost to
the people, no cost to the government,”
he said in a meeting with the Metro
ManilaDevelopment Authority (MMDA)
and the Metro Manila mayors lasl\\ eek.

you can move fast, stay dry, and push
funher, wherever the Iiue xakes you.

ibution certainly make the
s, legislators, and even
President Marcos seriously consider
taking him up on his tantalizing offer.

“Ramon Ang’s proposal is certainly
very welcome because, you know, we've
seen his projects. The results
arequite good.” Mr. Marcos said
duringthelaunchofthe govemment
website for the controversial
flood control projects. But as Mr.
Marcos correctly pointed out,
Ang’s proposal is not exactly

new as the private sector had *# = serwess

long been channeling resources

~ part of which can be deducted from

theirannual taxes ~ to key sectors where

government resources are lacki.ng,
“Imagine if the country’s richest

[amnhes will pool their CSR (corporate

Puttingan
in Metro Manila does not require a
“nuclear solution,” said the billionaire.
“We just need to clean the rivers ... we
will do the cleaning” Ang said, even
offering to relocate schools and homes
lining vital waterways that obstruct
waterways.

Ang certainly took the public aback
by his grand plan, but his track record

) resources together

A Member
Of The

infrastructure for the common good
should never be relinquished to private
pmﬁbseeking billionaires ~ and the

BusmcsslorSoma] ngresan.mum

that government will ‘save’
in its General Appropriations AL( is

of Fe ions, Philippine Busi f ly wrong " Toallay any |
Lduu{mn. and the League of Corpora(c over what SMC will ultimately want in
ions, billionsof return for its vcncrosltv the Marcos

being funneled to crucial sectors such
as education, public health,
livelihood devel disaster

thereforecarefully
look into the finer details of the Im)ud

response and mitigation, and
environmental projects and
have yielded varying levels of
success. Private money has
likewise been mobilized in
infrastructure  through
public-private partnership (PPP)
projects and Dulngh( privatization
project rand

fAngto“solve”th

problun with flooding in Metro Manila,
so that any conditions will be laid out
in the open for the public to appreciate
and scrutinize. In the meantime, local
government executives need not wait
for asavior such as Ang before they get
out of their comfort zones and work on
solving the flooding issue themselves.

They canimmediately deploy people

ftheNinoy. lear clogged TWay
Airport. MRT-7 project. and MetroManila  anddrainage systems across cities while
Skyway that are now under concessi impl i i

agreements with SMC. Article continues

anddnwhat
of billions on in tax money every fiscal
vear, but seems to fail to deliver. [t may
be alittle out of the box, but why not?"
saidSen. Panfilo Lacson inastatement.

Engineered for high-output pursuits
in unforgiving conditions. A selection
oftechnical apparel that merges advanced
materials with alpine-grade design ~so

after this adv
To continue Lo outsource public
infrastructure projects wnh no duar
returns suchas flood
however hasraised v: alxd concernsover
willinevitably beattached
to such a big-ticket project.
Foreconomist Sonny Africa, executive
director of IBON Foundation, “public

programs with the MMDA calling the
shots given its mandate that crosses
individual city or town jurisdictions.
At the same time, the Metro Manila
mayors can consider more long-term

government such as the establishment
of waste-to-energy power plants sothat
trash will not pile up and overwhelm
canals and rivers.

Letters To The Editor \ editor@thestatesman.com

Collaborative
approach

Sir, This has reference to the article
“Banished without even being heard?”
(15 August) by Anjali Mehta.

The Supreme Court’s directive to
relocate stray dogs from the Delhi-NCR
region to permanent animal shelters
within eight days has triggered an
unsavoury public debate across the
country.

The court intervention, necessitated
by rising rabies cases and dog bite
incidents, holds the state government
constitutionally forensuring

and impractical. ThL) hlamc the civie
bodies forthe thrivi

order as a stepping stone for reforms.

'lhe ugly confron(atmn l)clwecn
ulter lack of shared common interests
calls for a viable solution.

1f the SC does not review its order
despite public and political outrage over
judicial overreach. the municipal bodies
are duty-bound to create and maintain
adcquate and hygienic shelters, and
initiate anti-rabies vaccination and
sterilisation programmes. Jhn needs

stray dog menace.
Yours, ete,, D SKang.
Hoshiarpur, 16 August.
Reset needed
Sir, Apropos '‘Banished without even

being heard? (15 *\ugusl) the 5upreme
rﬂuﬂ

a]l knowledge and all power.
This nend will jeopardise the future
nflhc country. If the 1ud1uarv lcnds to

proper funding,
and dd()pllﬂﬂ dnvts

lack of proper infrastructure and weak

rhe government, dog lovers, NGOs, cm]

public safety.
Animal rights' activists and welfare

N EE@>» AN

ination and community care. But a
large majority of citizens have hailed the

epaper.thestatesman.com

actionofth
ordirects the executive now and then to
take steps as it deems fit, the country
cannot be run smoothly.

q)uetyand Inml ity would help Let us revisit our Constitution to
balanc imal welfare, ¢ clearly the jurisdiction of the
latedi lof garbage. | three domains.

and public places clean and free from
traffic nuisance, and contain the

Yours, etc., Kalvan Majumdar,
Uttarpara, 15 August.
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Washington sees threatin
India’s strategic autonomy

HARSHA KAKAR

he US has suddenly woken

up to the fact that India is

unwillingtobend and grovel

before it as most other
nations. The Americans also believe
that India’s growing power will
ultimately be a threat and the way
India tilts in its alliances can alter
global power hJ ances. Hence, they
havebegun takingsteps tokeep India
under check by controlling its rise,
This approach is the opposite of
earlier US governments which let
India m;xinmin itsstrategicautonomy
while ensuring it remains an ally.
which was far more logical.

For previous US administrations,
India was a Major Defence Partner
and was granted Strategic Trade
Authorization-1 status, benefitting
defence procurements and enhancing
interoperability. The belief was that
collaboration in defence and trade
would ensure Indo-US ties are close
and New Dethi remains a partner in
m(mat,mgglnlx\lcha]lungz.msxwmll}
agrowing Chin h was a threat

to contain Ching
and East Asia as also within the
Global South. as both are competitors.

The Trumpadministration appears
to have adopted an anti-India stand.
They believe India can be the key in
containing Russiawhich hasembarrassed
the US in Ukraine. This became
evident when President Trump
announced additional sanctions of
25 per cent on India for procuring
Russian oil, coinciding with the
of Steve Witkof. his special envo)
Moscow. The intent was to send a
message to President Vladimir Putin

that in case hedoes notaccept Trump's
call for aceasefire, its ally India would
be impacted.

This became further clear when

US Treasury Secretary, Scott Bessent
stated in an interview to Bloomberg
TV, “We've put secondary tariffs on
Indians for buying Russian oil. And
1 could see, if things don't go well (in
‘Trump-Putin talks), then sanctions
or secondary tariffs could go up.” He
was hoping India would exert pressure
onRussia. On the contrary, there was
no response from India. New Delhi
was willing to stand its ground.
0 increase pressure, Bessent
directed European nations to follow
suit. He mentioned on imposition of
additional tariffs on India, “We need
some coordination here. If we want
to have a unified front, which will
give President Trump maximum
leverage, then I think our European
counterparts need to do their part
(impose sanctions on India).

"There was noresponse from Europe.
The reality is that India is a major
supplier of refined fuel to Europe,
stoppage of which would impact their
economy.

At the same time, Trump and his
allies claim that fear of additional
tariffs is pushing India to reduce oil
imports from Russia. Trump stated
in a Fox News Radio show that
additional tariffs “essentially mok
them out of buying oil from Rus:

Thetruth hlh.llthl’CISl]Udl’]llgC
inIndian companies’ procuring Russian
oil. The chairman of IOC mentioned,
“We have not received any instruction
orindication (from thegovernment).
We are continuing with our crude
procurement strategy based on
economics. It was and continues to

be a commercial exercise.”

There is also a belief within the
US, including Trump, that Putin
agreed tothemeetingin Alaskabased
on additional tariffs imposed on
In This is Trump’s figment of
imagination. Indo-Russiaties goback
decades and are far more reliable
and deeper than Indo-US ties, which
vacillate bcm'ccn cl e zmd d‘man

in Washington'sattempts to pressurize

India only termed the sanctions
just. PM Modi avoided calling
shing to the US while
publicly refuting ﬁumps claim of
havi m"hruken.dl ¢ Ces e. Neither

standing like a wall for our farmers
India-US trade talks are currently
stalled.

TheUSbelieves that it can compel
Putin to adhere to Trump’s request
for peace, thereby pushing Trump
closer towards the Nobel peace award,
by pressurizing India. [t ignores China
solely on geopolitical and economic
considerations as China can hit back
by blocking crucial imports. The US
appears to place India and China at
the same level in terms of threat to
its power.

Thisishappening because [ndiais
a rising economy with the ability to
influence large parts of the world.
Trump’s transactional leadership
approach, which believesit can compel
nations to adhere to his demands,
will backfire. The recreation of the
RIC (Russia-India-China grouping)
andgrowing ity between BRICS

did India send any delegation to
Washington.

On the contrary, timed with the
USi unpmmg additional tariffs, PM
Modi and Putin had atele-conversation.

\N shington has begun cozyingupto

akistan, It hopes that this would
mmpd India to bend and re-seek
favour. However, this is another
gamble which failed.

To display its intent to distance
itself from the US and deny Trump
the opportunity of continuing his
claim of stopping Operation Sindoor,
India must not conduct the QUAD
summit this year, nor should PM
Modi visit Washington as part of his
itinerary if he addresses the UN
General Assembly next month.

India, while backing calls for dialogue
and peace in the Russo-Ukraine
conflict, refused to become involved

The MEA statement mentioned that
the conversation dwelt on peaceful
resolution of the conflict, progress in
bilateral ties and ‘further deepening
the Special and Privileged Strategic
Partnership’ I)Lmtx.mhclwmauom

Afurther firm message from India
flowed from the ramparts of the Red
FortonIndependence Day. PM Modi,
without mentioning the US and tariffs
said, “We should not waste ourenergy
trying toshorten someoneelse’s line.
We must extend our own line with
full energy. The world will respect
our strength.” Defying American
demands onopening the agricultural
and dairy sector, he added. “I am

nationstocounter the tariffs are likely
o be major challenges to the US.PM
Modi's visit to China, meeting both
Presidents Putin and Xi Jinping can
bounce back on the U

India hasalso realized that bending
once to the US would imply being
considered asecondaryally, one that
can be pushed around at will, as is
happening with Europe. Standing
ground will give it respect even if it
takes time. The US, on the other
hand, will lose an ally and a staunch
partner. Trump’s desperation for
personal and short-term gains will
damage Indo-US ties for a long time.

While currently additional tariffs
are on hold, no one knows when and
if they would be re-imposed.

(Thewriteris a retired Major. General of the tndian
Atmy)

Options when in the eye of the storm

ANDREW SHENG

yphoon Trump sweeps
over trading partners and
foes alike and even as US
stock marketsare breaking
record highs, there is an eerie feeling
that one is trapped inside the eye of
the hurricane, with no guidance on
what to do and where to go. There
is misinformation and disinformation
everywhere, since we have no objective
and independent verification on the
real casualties and devastationin the
Ukraine and Gaza wars, nor whether
Trump candeliveratruce with Putin,
orreininthelsrael-Iran conflictbefore
it becomes nuclear.

Realityis today stranger than even
the most speculative science fiction.
Who would have predicted a month
agothat Trump would impose 50 per
centtariffsonIndiaorunlisted start-up
Perplexity withan estimated valuation
of $18 billion would bid $34.5 billion
fortheapp Chromefrom Google/Alphabet.
which has a market cap valuation of
$24 trillion or 130 times larger than
Perplexity? Lions aretryingtoswallow
elephants, such as the United States
taking on China and now India, the
next superpower with a population
(14billion)4.2times that of the United

in 2020, compared with 3.57 million
in China and only 820000 in the
United States.

From the financial markets’ point
of view, the United States scems to be
onaroll. The latest data shows that
5489 companies listed in the US have
a market valuation of $81.25 trillion
or 278 per cent of 2024 GDP, with
rising revenue of $2996 trillion. about
100 per centof GDP. The Magnificent
Seven alone have amarket cap of $20
trillion (justunderone quarteroftotal
market capitalization), but revenue
of $2.1 trillion or 7 per cent of total US
listed corporate revenue.

The US economy is more resilient
thanexpected. despitereal USinterest
rates (Treasury rateless inflation) at
117 per cent for 10-year Treasuries,
even though it was at 2 per cent as
late as February thi Small
wonder that US Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessent has called for a 175

already paying $1 trillion a year in
interest rate charges.

With an expected three further
cuts in Fed interest rates for the rest
ofthe year, small wonder that investors
in the US markets are cheering.

how to make them more resilient,
agile and flexible to adjust to major
trade and tariff policy changes.
Because the US is moving toward
a bilateral negotiation stance, each
country and company is going below
the radar screen not to provoke any
sanctionortarifl/non-tariffaction. They
aresurely butsilently worki g,m\huds
trade and payments diversification so
as tominimize future disruptions and
shocks. Inshort, whilst the USis noisily
creating shock and awe policy
announcements, the rest of the world
is quietly preparing for alternative

July 2025 I\H Global E

that involve more local

Outlook report, whilst warning that
the tariff shocks added to policy
uncertainties, the front-loading of
exportstoavoid tariffsled toastrong
surge in exports to the US in the first
quarter of the year, which supported
growth in Europe and Asia. Due to
the easing of monetary policy as
global inflation recedes and aided
by depreciation of the dollar, the IMF
upped their projections from the
April 2025 forecast modestly from
2.8 1030 per cent for 2025 and from
3.0 to 3.1 per cent next vear.

States, but GDPat $39 trillion or only
133 percentofthe USA. Nevertheless,
India’s real GDP is growing at 6.2 per
cent in 2025, more than double the
27 per cent growth for the United
States. India has the second largest
poolof STEM grad 2.55million

that global tarift shocks would have
serious impact on the global economy
are still puzzled why inflation so far
has remained muted, whilst the
anticipated trade and economic
slowdown have not surfaced in the
ec icdata. Amazingly, the latest

the confusions. First, the Trump
Administrationis using tariffs to raise
fiscal revenue to somewhat restore
fiscal credibility. When there is
pushback like that from China, Canada
and India,there canbesome moderation,
Lspeu.lll\ if Trump sees benefits to
‘sernicondiuctor
b and AMD to
bject to15 per centequivalent
port tax.
Second, most policymakers see
that withthe Aland robotics disruption,
thereis noaltemativebut todouble-down

currency, netting of payments, and
more South-South (N2N or node to
node) tradetoensurethat tradecontinues
to sustain growth and development.
Former Singapore Prime Minister
Lee Hsien Loong warned that the
“best frameworkis the world. temporarily
minus one.” 1f America is going one
way, whilst the rest want to retain
the multilateral system, we may end
up with a “minus one” order.
Allstorms subside, just like political
fevers. But living in the eye of the
storm, working together to isolate

il Advanced

Inshort,despitethetariffuncertainties, — onusing Altoolstoimprovedomestic ~ American e\cqylmmham may be
things don't look so bad, \»hnh is pmducLivi[\' upgrade labour force  one road out of chaos. The other. as
hy bipolari skills, and in essence use mdusmal Austrian philosopher Hayek said, is
- thebestof timesin financialmarkets, ~ policy to help domestic busing the Road to Serfdom, but he was
and worst of of potential  transform through better digi referring to socialism.
escalating conflicts from Ukraine to  infrastructure.
the South China Sea. What are the Third, d lingofglobal supply  The writer s Disting ool Asthobal
Rt A N € Y Institute, Universty of Hong Kong: and Chairman
options forcorporates, investorsand  chains is tougher than expected, a8 o George Tow institute of Oy

policy makers in this whirlwind of
uncertainties?

every company and country within
these supply chains are looking into

a
Studies, Wawasan Open Unisersity in Pening,
Malaysia) Special 10 ANN.
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Yesterday's Solution

16 Buu;mp content © 2 Bird, small, in 15 Dlsselute academic
at wobbles in 25 Pull in this region midden, upside- losing
9/6 Batteries not Iomcloth (5) nothing to smile down (6) dlsDute
included in the 18 Oriental sauce about (5) 3 Minor royal and (10)
provision of this from Dungeness 26 Male beach crab pop star loiter — 17 Bothersome type
food? (4-5,8) oysters (3) seen occasionally Queen not is lurking in shade
10 Board in grand 19 0ld pawnbroker in spiritual centre appearing ®
public school (3,2) sheds pound in (5) [ 18 island has endless
11/7 Weird anoraksin _ weight (5) 27 Nervous a fish, excellent seen
town to see 20 Catching raok, cat Shakespeare wife and comes from below
amusing actor — the only one in dismissed with together (6) ®
5,8) Disney — makes some banter? 5 Lyrehardtoplay 21 Right tostopan
12 Mutant terrapins start (7) (3.28) — that business ancient poet
come to light 21 Completely self- with the arms? (6)
(@ obsessed Romeo  DOWN (8) 22 Miss transporting
13 Written verses breaks fast? 6 See9Across large old bishop
regularly seen in o) 1 Novel in which 7 See11Across everywhere
5 23 Almost stagger Mostar destroyed 8 Hidden from public _ (6)
14 Layer one’s rolled over Scotsman with a distant scrutiny with 24 Square here
back instorehouse  resembling Surrey town? summer over? almost round?
@) legendary warrior (1,8.2.8) (537) @)

NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters in the words required. (By arrangement with The Independent, London)
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OCCASIONALNOTE

THE career of Chittagong as a port has been a
chequered one. When Bengal was partitioned it
was hoisted into the limelight as the port of the
new province of Assamand East Bengal. Everything
possible was done to foster it, and minbow visions
of a second Caleutta arose to dazzle the eyes of its
sponsors. When the “settled fact” of partition was
reversed, by an even more arbitrary procedure
than that involved in the partition, Chittagong fell
once more upon evil day shrank to the status of
a third rate port, and its ambition to outrival
Calcutta became something to laugh at. But by
that time the best part of half a crore had been
spent upon it; and since the capital was removed
to Delhi it has been a cardinal feature of Indian
policy that the expenditure of a large sum upon
any project constitutesanurgentreason forspending
at least as much more. Apart from this Chittagong
has many advantages as a port. Its trade has
steadily expanded of recent years and is approaching
apointat which it will be entitled to be regarded as
amajor port. The Government therefore will have
good grounds for accepting the proposal passed

by the Bengal Legislative Council on Monday to
lend 50 lakhs to the Port Trust for purposes of

gratifying to note that the
resolution was passed by Swarajist votes. Such
support must have been at least as much asurprise
as a pleasure to the Government.

development. It is

News Items
GERMAN FRONTIER

AGREEMENT WITH
FRANCE SIGNED

Paris, Aug.

Th regarding the delimitation of the
Franco-German frontier, particularly the question
of the Rhine bridges, was formally signed to-day
by the Frenchand German representatives.—Reuter.

AMRITSAR CRIME

HEAD AND LIMBS
OF VICTIM
RECOVERED

Amritsar, Aug.

The police have found the head and arms of the
man whose trunk was recovered the other day
from astreetin the city. The head was found in the
Civil Lines and is that of a Sikh. On one of the arms
is tattooed a peacock. His identity remains a
mystery. The police think the crime was committed
somewhere in the outskirts of the city.

MARILLIER MEMORIAL

UNVEILED BY
ASSAM GOVERNOR

Shillong, Aug.

During his Sylhet tour Sir William Rei
Acting Governor of Assam. unveiled a memorial.
Theceremony took place at Lunglain the presence
of a large number of European residents of that
The memorial was to the memory of Mr.
r. Sir William explained that he and two or
three others remembered Mr. Marillier as a great
landmark of the district. A man of very strong
personality who was a great inspiration to others
for the good of the community. The memorial was
onthesiteof the first btun.,xln»\ he built for himself
in 1875 and close to his brother’s grave. After the
ceremony Sir William dined at Rajnagar and left
for Shillong that night.

KING FEISUL’S DENIAL

“NO DISCUSSION OF
POLITICS”

London, Aug

IN connexion with the French news—paper
assertions that King Feisul has come to England to
urge Britain to con—tinue her military support to
Iraq and save Mosul. King Feisul has informed
Reuter that it is quite untrue that he has any
intention of discussing politics with anyone. His
journey was made purely for medical reasons and
was in no way connected with politics

‘Hewill remainiin bed and his future movements
will entirely depend on the result of medical
consultations in London-—Reuter.
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

QUESTIONS & QUESTIONS

The EC faces many, it undermines itself in the shrill and
adversarial way it responds to them
HISIS A fraught moment for the Election Commission. The poll monitor, which
'has consistently ranked high on the list of India’s most trusted institutions, has
beenat the centre ofastorm, or two. One, the accusations of “vote chori" levelled
atit by the Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha Rahul Gandhi, earlier in
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‘WORDLY WISE
FOR LAST YEAR'S WORDS BELONG TO LAST YEAR'S
LANGUAGE, AND NEXT YEAR'S WORDS AWAIT
ANOTHER VOICE. —T'$ Etior

The Red Fort Charter

From energy security to employment, PM Modi laid
out a blueprint for wide-ranging reform

HARDEEP S PURIT

I HAVE BEEN privileged to listen to August 15
speeches since [ was a so‘m]goer but Pnrne
Minister 12t

Day speech on Friday was unprecedented. I(
unleashed a Brahmastra — Arjun’s legendary
‘weapon with no counter — aimed at acceler-
ating Indxa 's path to Viksit Bharat. Ata time of

and more recentlyin Karnataka, Th fromapo-
litical call taken by the Congress leader to make the “stolen election” the centrepiece of his
party’s campaign — its first test will be in the upcoming election in Bihar, where he has just
begun a 16-day, 1,300-km "Vote Adhikar Yatra”. And two, the controversy over the EC's
Speaal lmenslve Revision of electoral rolls, also in Bihar, which has sparked genuine fears
of hisementbecause of the way itis being conducted. Inabreak from
the past, the SIR shifts the burden of proof onto the voters and it seems to be more an exer-
ciseofexclusion inclusion. Itis against this bac] the C heldapress
conference on Sunday, in a bid to answer questions and clear the air. It addressed some
questions, ducked and others. By ing a politically ial tone and
giving the impression of being thin-skinned — the EC has alesson or two to learn on deal-
ing with criticism from the Supmme Court —italso notched some own goals.

Chief Election C i pointed, rightly, to thy i di
process for making ind lists, and the fact that the poll
monitor must necessarily take into account considerations such as voter privacy as it
move: y.Itisal: i i “vote
chori”, by a grand conspiracy involving collusion between the poll monitor and the rul-
ing BJP, that cuts through alayered electoral process's several checks and balances, depends
ona political suspension of disbelief. At the same time, however, as an ongoing series of
reportsin this paper has shown, the SIR in Bihar has raised legitimate questions about tim-

vanesh

that Congress’

ing and design that must urgently. The Sup Court hasal vened
onthe SIR, upholding the EC's power to carry out the exercise while nudgingit to display
more y.That the EC ha: ished the list of 65 lakh deleted from the

draftrollsinthe first phase of the SIR, giving reasons for the deletions, is a step in the right

direction. That electoral officers in all of Bihar’s 38 districts have reportedly been asked

toconsider the family tree as aninformal 12th document — amid a scramble by voters for
he relatively hard-to-get 11 doc the ECs list — is heartening.

Questions and controversies about wha is a voter and who isn't are set to become
‘more salient amid an inward-looking politics, a waning of common ground and when dis-
trust of mediating institutions is rising. In times suich as these, the EC must recognise
what is at stake, and why it is crucial for it to be fair and independent and be seen to be
50, too. The press conference was a beginning. The EC must take the process forward,
with a sense of respnnslblh[y and, more lmportanﬂy with humility. And a conviction
thatitisac ity that y nothaveits mem-
bers sound like the government officials they once were.

SIMPLER IS BETTER

Steps to rationalise tax slabs under GST are welcome. Revenue
implications need to be examined, consensus with states forged
INCE THE SHIFT to GST, the indirect tax regime in India has been plagued by

'y turbulence in the global econ-
omy, India continues to surge ahead as the
fastest-growing large economy. The speech
was remarkable not merely for its sweep but
for its scope — next-generation reforms that
are bold, and capable of reshaping the destiny
of 14 billion people — with a clarity of vision
that the nation has never witnessed before.

Take the Digital India stack, UPlaccount-
ing for half of the world's real-time transac-
tions, and the roll-out of the first Made-in-
India chip by year-end. These show India’s
lead position in the global digital economy.
Ata time when semiconductors decide the
destiny of nations, this is nothing less than
digital Swaraj — India’s assertion of sover-
eignty over critical technologies.

Energy security had long been the Achilles'
heelof India's growth. For decades, hesitation
and "no-go” classifications throttled explo-
ration and deepened import dependence.
Under PM Modi, India has reduced “no-go”
areas for Exclusive Economic Zones by aimost
99 per cent, freeing 10 lakh sq km for explo-
ration and production (E&P). Coupled with
OpenAcreage Licensing Policy (OALP), this has
openeda vasrcanvas tolndian champmnsand
global maj
will no longer he dormant hut be harnessed

It is telling that the Income
Tax Act 0f 1961, a relic of that
era, is now being replaced. The
new Income Tax Bill is
reducing complexity,
abolishing 280 redundant
sections, and offering relief up
to Rs 12 lakh. The
introduction of faceless

1t has made the

fornational progress. The I Deepwater
Exploration Mission, announced from the
ramparts of the Red Fort, sets an ambitious
frontier agenda in the Bay of Bengal and the
Arabian Sea. [t aims to unlock 600-1,2200 mil-
lion metric tonnes of oil and gas reserves
through the drilling of nearly 40 wildcat wells.
For the first time, India will systematically
i fors—F

the Bay of Bengal to the Arabian Sea—witha

that byallow-
ingrecovery of upto 80 percentof costsinthe
case of dry wells, and 40 per cent upon com-
mercial discovery. This initiative is part of a
broader blueprint that could triple domestic
oiland gasoutput to 85 million tonnes by 2032

SyS(EH] tmnsparent, CEﬁCiC“[,
and incorruptible. GST 2.0, to
be launched by Diwali, will
further rationalise rates and
boost compliance. Alongside
the abolition of over 40,000
unnecessary compliances,
repealing more than 1,500
outdated laws, and the
Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Code, this represents the
dismantling of Nehru's
economic cage.

and two billion tonnes. Offshore commonin-
frastructure will be created ona plug-and-play
basis to unlock an additional 100-250 billion
cubic metres of gas in place, equivalent to
nearly 8 million tonnes of production.
Together rhese measures will not only mon-

iscoveries butalso
build an Atmanirbhar E&P ecosystem where
the share of local supply chains rises from to-
day’s 25-30 per cent to over 70 per cent. This

haulsince Independence,

dasa

of fertilisers. While India is the pharmacy of
the world, producing 60 per cent of global
vaccines, this must now translate into lead-
ership in new medicines, vaccines, and de-
vices. This sits alongside a push in biopharma
under the BioE3 policy, where our ambition
is to patent and produce medicines that are
affordable and world-class.

Equally bold are the announced tax and le-
galreforms. Itis telling that the Income Tax Act
of 1961, arelicof that era, isnow being replaced.
The! new lncumeTaxBﬂl isreducing complex-

ity, sections,and of-

the same time, India h:
global leader in energy transition. India has

fering relief up to Rs 12 lakh. The introduction

reached the 50 per cent clean-power markin
2025 ﬁve years ahead of the 2030 target.
fuel:

from

of facel has made the system
transparent, efficient, and incorruptible. GST
2.0, to be launched by Diwali, will further ra-

tion BG ucnahse rates and boost compliance.
scale-up are building a new rural-industrial 0,000 unnec-
backbone; ING i « i 1500

pand. The civilian nuclear sector has been
opened to private participation. Currently, 10
newnuclearreactorsare operational, and India
aims to increase its nuclear energy :apacity

outdated laws, and the ]nsolvcncy and
Bankruptcy Code, this represemsrhemsrnam
thng of Nehru's economic cage. Direct Benefit

tenfold by the 100th year of i
The PM's announcement of the Nauunal
Critical Minerals Mission marksa watershed
inourindustrial strategy. As the world recog-
nises the strategic value of lithium, rare
earths, nickel and cobalt, India has launched
exploration at 1,200+ sites and is structuring,
recyc
renewable power, semiconductors, EVs and
advanced defence are never hostage to
external choke-points.

hingover25¢ jar-

intowel-

fare, and more than 250 million Indians have
beenlifted out of poverty.

The focus on employment has been
brought to the centre slage Tl he PM Viksit
BharatRozgar 1es tl
of Rs 1lakh crore; newly emplayed youthwill
receive Rs 15,000 per month, companies that
generate fresh jobs will be incentivised, and
the programme aims to reach about 3.5 crore
yuur\g Indians. To translate ambition into re-

pillarofthe
Red Fort charter. Operation Sindoor displayed
India’s military prowess in real time, ending
the era of nuclear blackmail and sending a
message that aggression will be met with
swiftness and sophistication. The reversal of
the Indus Waters Treaty is a bold assertion of
sovereignty. The unveiling of Mission
Sudarshan Chakra, inspired by Lord Krishna
shielding Arjun on the battlefield, is emblem-
aticof Modi's style —civilisational symbolism
married to cutting-edge technology. A multi-
will protect
India’s critical institutions from cyber, physi-
caland hybrid threats.
The PM also did not shy away from hard
truths, He urged industry and farmers toem-
brace self-reliance and make balanced use

ality.theP TaskForce forNext-
G tion Reforms — a body
engineer the ecosystem of economic activity.
Its mandare is to slash compliance costs that
10 liber-
ac-
tion, and to streamline a thicket of laws intoa
framework that s simple and predictable.
The reforms announced on August 15 are
not about tomorrow’s headlines but about
the India of 2047, As the PM reminded us,
the world is watching an ancient civilisation
transform into a modern power — not by
abandoning its roots but by drawing
strength from them.

The writeris the Union Minister for
Petroleum & Natural Gas

many fic iplicity of rates, liance and clas-

sification issues, and inverted duty structure. Over the years, while the GST

Council has taken steps to ease the taxpayer’s burden, on the issue of rate ra-
tionalisation, there has been little progress. The Group of Ministers (GoM) on rate ratio-
nalisation was originally set up in the 45th meeting of the GST Council in 2021. There
now appears to be a renewed push to rationalise the tax slabs. In his e Day
speech, Prime Minister Narendra Modi inofthe i
GST reforms by Diwali this year. “The government will bring next-generation GST re-
forms, which will bring down tax burden on the common man. It will be a Diwali gift for
you,"” he said. Considering the sheer complexity of the current system, and the space for
discretion it creates, steps to rationalise the tax slabs are welcome.

The proposal involves replacing the current system of multiple slabs — with main
rates of 5 percent, 12 per cent, 18 per cent and 28 per cent, along with cesses — witha two-
slab structure of 5 per cent and 18 per cent, and a 40 per cent rate for a few items includ-
ing sinand demerit goods. Thisis said to entail shifting almost allitems under the current
12 per cent slab to 5 per cent — the 12 per cent slab accounted for just 5-6 per cent of GST
collections in 2023-24 — and moving 90 per cent of items taxed at 28 per cent to the 18
per cent slab. This proposal has been sent to the GoM, which is expected to meet this
weektodiscuss the issue.

The GST rate (weighted average) had fallen from 14.4 per cent in 2017 to 11.6 per cent
by September 2019. This is lower than the 15.3 per cent recommended by the
Subramanian Committee. While any move to bring down the tax burden on the con-
sumer will have revenue implications, there are expectations that lower rates and a
simplified structure will lead to higher consumption and better compliance. It is pos-
sible that the proposal will face some resistance from states owing to a likely loss in
revenues. Thus, any rate rationalisation exercise will have to build consensus in the
GST Council, while taking into consideration the revenue implications of such a move
for both the Centre and the states.

A LITTLE DELULU

Formalising slang coined by Gen Z and Gen Alpha by adding it to
the dictionary could end up ensuring its obsolescence

NGLISH, AS THE kids might say, is not Englishing. Or so it seems, given the baf-
fling rate at which new words are being coined on TikTok, Discord and other
online; platforms crowded with GenZ and Gen Alpha users. The effort of keep-

A HOME FOR A FRIEND

SCorder on indie dogs is impractical and unjust

AMRITA NARLIKAR AND GULSHAN SACHDEVA

IN THE MAHABHARAT, Yudhishthir rejects
the prospect of heaven rather than leave a
stray dog behind. Some read the story as an
allegory. But atits S|mp[ESt. itis a tale of the
tshowsthe
“argumentative Indian" at his best as he de-
bates with Indra, the king of the gods, insisting
thatthere canbe no worse sin thanabandon-
ing one who is defenceless and has sought
refuge. Yudhishthir makes no distinction be-
tween the dignity that should be accorded to
humans and more- than~humans For hns
i heiswelc fai

dnven to heaven in Indra’s chariot.
Yudhishthir's willingness to reject heaven
inorder to protect a stray dog is in contrast to
theeventslast week: The Supreme Court’srul-
ing, which will dispatch lakhs of stray dogs to
aliving hell. Another bench of the SC has re-
serveditsorder on theissue. The order reverses
thespmtof peaceful coaustence between hu-
tobees-
alau-

ls, which

12023 ruling. It

thorities to round up stray dogs, and warns of

the “strictest of actions” against anyone who

resists. Thereason givenis “larger publicinter-

est" — the protection, especially of children,
and the aged, against rabies.

The dogs are to be taken to shelters, with

There are just not enough
shelters to house the large
number of dogs to be
incarcerated, let alone shelters
that would allow them to lead
healthy and happy lives. Dogs
are territorial; dumping them
together in crowded spaces
will result in injury, disease
and death. If hazardous
health and safety conditions
in the shelters do not kill
them, their grief will.

no prospect of being returned to their home

rernmnes A brief spark of hope i is raised by

CCTV,only

guished — security cameras are to be placed

not to ensure the welfare of the dogs, but “to
ensure that no dogs are released”.

Rabies is a fatal disease for humans, but it

xs also terrible for the aﬁhcted dogs. But this

‘may beaproper counting and tagging of dogs
in Delhi NCR, and the administration of vac-
cines and medical treatment. The pashu aad-
haartechnology, currently used inmany parts
of the country for livestock, can be suitably
modified for stray dogs. If successful in Delhi,
it can be implemented nationwide and per-
haps inmany counu'ies in theGIoba] South.

theau-

thorities done their due diligence on the ABC

and vaccination programmes, as prescribed
by previous court rulings.

The state does not have the capacity to im-

plementthe ruling — there are just notenough

shelters to house the large number of ¢ dogs to

the
pnde that we should feel for our “desi”/ Indie
breeds. Each of us can do our part in recognis-
ing our guardians. Let us adopt, not shop (for
foreign breeds, often bred under cruel condi-
tions), whenever possible. When the state fails,

beincarcerated, let.
allow them to lead healthy and happy llves
Dogs are territorial; dumping them together

inc eswill result ininjury, disease
and deal.h. Dogs have lived with humans for

for the health iends.

India’s theme for its G20 presldency was

this

ily. Throughit y
-onceptof LiFE (li it the

ardous health and safety condmons in the
shelters do not kill them, their grief will.
Theworld's fourth-largesteconomy, with
a hugely successful Digital Public
Infrastructure (DPI), can surely find the re-
sourcesand technical solutions to care for the
bezubaan (voiceless)denizens of Delhi and be-
yond. The first step towards findinga solution

), India has garnered global in-
fluence. The SCruling on street dogs could un-
dermine India's credibility.

Narlikarisdistinguished fellow at the
Observer Research Foundation and honorary
Jellow of Darwin College, University of
Cambridge. Sachdeva is professor at
Jawaharlal Nehru University

ll'lguy ith akin ariver atatime,
y manyi d older, whichiswhy' fven-
erableil like dicti valiant.

‘The mostrecentexampleisthe Cambndgechnonarys inclusion of words like “skibidi™
(cool or bad or, if used as a joke, no meaning at all), “delulu” (delusional) and “tradwife”
(married woman who proudly stays home, cooks, cleans and posts about this life on so-
cialmedia). The dictionary's editorial team has defended the new incl tcrit-
ics who may dismiss them as slang, arguing that they’re not just a passing linguistic fad
and that they only add words with "staying power".

Online cultures are changing the language faster than ever — not only because at
least two generations today have no idea what a world without the internet might look
like, butalso because the reach of the World Wide Web has made the mainstream more
thoroughly global. This, ultimately, may be precisely what will stymie efforts to for-
malise neologisms today: If a word is quick to catch on, especially with older genera-
tions, it is also quick to be dropped by those who coined it, thus ensuring its obsoles-
cence. [fwords like “YOLO" (“you only live once”, added to the Oxford English Dictionary
in2016)and “fleek” (“perfectly done or exactly right”, added to the Merriam Webster dic-
tionary in 2021) now seem like fossils preserved in amber, they only underscore the
suspicion that the Cambridge Dictionary may be more than a little delulu about the
staying power of its new words.
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BORDER TENSION

TENSION PREVAILED ON the border follow-
ing unprovoked intermittent firing by
Pakistani troops at two places in the Poonch
sector since August 15. According to official
reports received here, the firing by Pakistani
troops continued intermittently at Lafgoorhills
and the Bagyaidar area, the border township
of Poonch. The reports said the trouble
erupted urity forces objected
toPakistan’sencroachment into the “noman’s
land” where they were constructing trenches.

CLASH IN MUNIRKA

THE POLICE FIRED 21 teargas shells, re-
sorted to a lathi charge and fired five
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rounds in the airto disperse a brickbatting
mob protesting against the demolition of
unauthorised structures in Munirka village
and Budh Vihar in South Delhi. Several peo-
ple, including policemen, DDA employees
and shopkeepers, were injured in the lathi
charge and brickbatting. Twelve persons
have beenarrested.

THiMPHU TALKS

THE THIMPHU TALKS between the Sri
Lankan government and Tamil groups,
which were seriously threatened on August
17 following the alleged massacre of 200
Tamils in Sri Lanka, are expected to resume
on August 19. According to information re-
ceived from the Bhutanese capital, the talks

—

'

were salvaged through India’s efforts. The
Tamil groups, which had threatened to re-
turn to Colombo, have reportedly decided
now to stay on in Thimphu.

PunjaB PoLLs

THETANTALISING SUSPENSE s over. But the
decision to hold an election in Punjab on
September 22 for the 117 assembly and 13
Lok could not

one. Only a few days earlier, Akali Dal (L)
president Harchand Singh Longowal, one of
the principal architects of the momentous
July24 accord, had declared that he favoured
an election in February or March 1986. His
statement must have caused ripples of ten-
sionat the Centre.

.. - Ahmedabad r|
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ecial Intensive Exclusion

We have a problem with voters' lists. But SIR is not the solution.
Itis worse than the disease

BY YOGENDRA YADAV

INTHE INFAMOUS press conference held this
Sunday, the Chief Election Commissionerre-
xteraled El well known cIalm lhal a Speual

aﬁhcung our voters' list. This claim has been
pressed vigorously after Rahul Gandhi's ex-
poséon voter list fraud in Mahadevapura. BJP
trolls thought that they had the Opposition
leader ina trap: How can he complain about
inaccuracies in the voters' lists and not sup-
port the clean-up exercise called SIR? The
CEC followed this reasoning, exuding a
triumphant tone.

He has perhaps not watched Yes Minister.
‘The comic depiction of this spurious reason-
ingin the BBC series has earned this reason-
ing a name — “politician’s syllogism". Here
is how it goes. “One, we must do something.
Two, this is something. Three, therefore, we
must do this.” The logical fallacy here is not
asking a basic question: Is the “something”
that we need to do the same as the “some-
thing” that is being presented to us? This is
exactly the question those trolling Rahul
Gandhi on the voters' list do not ask: Is the
“something” called SIR the “something” that
needs to be done to cure the faults and frauds
in the voters' list? The answer cannot be as-
sumed. [t must be shown that SIR is the right
medicine — necessary as well as sufficient —
for the disease afflicting our electoral rolls.

The CEC did not do that. Butlet us exam-
ine thisargumentatits logical best, notcon-
strained by the reasoning and rhetoric de-
ployed by the CEC.

Let us begin by admitting that our vot-
ers' list is seriously defective. While the
Indian electoral system scores very high on
the “completeness” of our electoral rolls
(see ‘The missing voter’ IE, July 31), our
record on their “accuracy” leavesa lot to be
desired. This is not a new problem and has
always been particularly severe in urbanar-
eas. This was never foregrounded in the ab-
sence of allegations of mass manipulation,

iti deleti

The exposés in Maharashtra and
Mahadevapura have brought national at-
tention to a deep problem.

Let us also acknowledge something the
CEC was struggling to articulate in the press
conference: The methods used by the ECover
the fast few years have not succeeded in ad-
dressing the issue. Routine updating of the
voters list is no solution as it is limited to
proactive citizens who apply for inclusion,
deletion, shifts or corrections. The annual
Summary Revision is better, as it gives an op-
portunity foracomplete review with bulkin-
clusions and deletions, with an opportunity
to nb]ecLThat too, has not proved tobe asat-
isfactory the BLOis not required to
visit each household during a Summary
Revision. Under the present system, errors of
omission and commission tend to persistand

tions in the electoral rolls.

Now, I can hear SIR advocates jumpingin
excitement: “That's exactly what SIR is. So
now you support it?" That is the problem
withadvocacy for the SIR Itis based on broad
impressions, assumptionsand alot of PR. The
factis that the SIR announced by the ECis not
theintensive revision that we need, and the

four electoral
laws. This ‘Speqa] Intensive Revision s nei-
ther necessary nor sufficient to address the
issues with the voters' list. It is a medicine
mixed with needless steroids and danger-
ous substances. The SIR is not a solution to
the problem we face. It can aggravate the
problem. Italready has.

The SIR combines the valuable and nec-
essary process of house-to-house enumer-
ation by the BLOs with two elements that
have nothing to do with the letter of the law
or the basic spirit of an intensive revision of
the rolls. First, it requires all potential voters
tofill out an enumeration form, failing which
they would face automatic disqualification.
Thi: is unprece inthe history
of Indian elections and has no basis in the
law. This seemingly small bureaucratic re-
quirementis afundamental shiftin our elec-
toral system, from state-initiated registra-
tion to self-initiated registration, ashiftin the
onus fromelectoral officials to the voter her-
self. Evidence from all over the globe indi-
catesthat suchashiftleads toserious under-
registration of the poor, the uneducated,
migrants, minorities and women.

Second, the SIR requires every single po-
tential elector to prove her eligibility by fur-
nishing asetof documents. Without getting
into the list of those documents and their
coverage (see ‘Edge of disenfranchisement’,
IE, August 12), let us note that this require-
ment is also unprecedented and devoxd of

accumulate over the years. legal basis. It fcit-

Letus agree therefore, that something nzenslup that had so far govemed our elec-
needstobe thorough Thec pactofboth
and ic,and, at th these “special” and unprecedented feamres

trans-

parentand fair.
annual revisions, we need a more intensive
revtsmn say once in five > years, based on

of the SIR cannot but
ment. Once you combine this design withill-
prepared and ham-handed execution, as in

Let us also note what the SIR
should have done to improve
the accuracy of electoral rolls,
but has not cared to do. First,
house-to-house enumeration
should have paid as much
attention to additions as it has
to deletions. In the absence of
that, we landed up in a weird
and truly unprecedented
outcome of the ‘revision’ of
electoral rolls in Bihar:
Between June 25 and July 25,
the EC has reported 65 lakh-
plus deletions and zero
additions to the electoral rolls.
This is not an intensive
revision but an intensive

CRSasikumnar

Let us also note what the SIR should have

il uracy ot electoral rotl:
but has not cared to do, First, house-to-house
enumeration should have paid as much at-
tention to additions as it has to deletions. In
the absence of that, we landed up in a weird
and rm]y\nu)recedemed uutcome of (he re-
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Netanyahu does not consider the issue of the civilians and soldiers abducted on

his watch a
Gaza are foiling the realisation of the
and again.”

nything other than a nuisance. From his perspective, the hostages in

‘total victory’ that he has promised time
— HAARETZ, ISRAEL

The umpire’s
pitch

That the EC sought to address questions was a

good call. Butit seems

not to recognise the full

scale of its own and the polity’s predicament

'VANDITA MISHRA

THE WEEK OF the 79th Independence Day
ended with a press conference by the
Election Commission of India that was both
welcome and unsettling. On the face of it,
the EC sought to address questions raised
by the Special Intensive Revision exercise
ahead of the election in Bihar —and even
though Chief Election Commissioner
Gyanesh Kumar did not take Rahul
Gandhi's name, on Gandhi's allegations of
“vote chori".

That the EC sought to address questions
swirlingaround it whenits conduct of the
Bihar exercise has raised serious apprehen-
sions of large-scale disenfranchisement,
was reassuring. But its tone and tenor
raised more questions.

Over nearly an hourand a half, the CEC's
maln message was: The EC stands with

" and d not discrimil
tween pames inamulti-layered electoral
process, the onus is on those who raise ob-
jections about fake voters and compro-
mised voter lists to follow the rulebook,
abide by its procedures and timelines; if
they do notdo so, they must either makea

vision" of electoral
25 and July 25, the EC has reported 65 lakh»
plus deletions and zero addmcns to rhe elec-

ded] onoath or apologise.
There was something off-key about
what the EC said and its many silences. To

toralrolls. Thisisnotani ionbut
anintensive deletion exercise.

Second, the SIR should have followed the
EC'sown estahlxshed and detaﬂed protocols
onthe prec

record-

body wasinsis-
tent]y pmclalmlng its oneness with “the
people” while refusing to acknowledge the
people'srepresentative —the EC could have

mspec\ftﬂlyadmwledged the! Leaderofrhe
Its

ing that someone is “dead”, *|

away”, “untraceable”, etc. Instead of extin-
guishing the rights of those excluded under
the guise of a de novo list, if the EC had ex-
tended the standard legal process (notice,
hearing and appeals), it could have saved it-
self the embarrassment of confronting
“dead"” persons.

‘Third, the EC should have instituted an
independent audit of the quality of its elec-
toral rolls, While we have an index of, and
data on, the "completeness” of our voters'
list, nosuch thing exists for the “accuracy” of
ourrolls. Frankly, this is a scandal ina coun-
try like India that boasts of well-established
and high-quality statistical systems. Just as
thereisanindependent sample check of the
Register of Births and Deaths, an organisa-
tion like the National Sample Survey
Organisation could carry out a 0.1 per cent
sample check of our electoral rolls.

Fourth,a process like SIR must be accom-
panied by a fair and credible investigation
into any serious allegations of fraud in the
voters' list. And, following the principie of
conflict of interest, the inquiry cannot be con-
ducted by those who were involved in
preparing those lists in the first place. Going
by the tone and the tenor of the EC's press
conference, however, that looks like an im-
possible ask.

The writer is member, Swaraj India, and
national convenor othamt t Jodo Abhiyaan.

refusal to take Rahul Gandhi’s name while
churlish.

More importantly, if it wanted to paint
itself as above the political fray, and as an
institution that is procedurally even-
handed, it should have addressed the fact
thatit has also been put in the dock by the
government, not just the LoP.

Rahul Gandbhi cast the first stone with
hi i i i electoral
rolls/turnout figures in Maharashtra and
thenwith his charges of defective electoral
rolls in Karnataka's Mahadevapura con-
stituency. But subsequently, the ruling
party, while taking aim at Rahul Gandhi,
has also (unintendedly) targeted the EC.

Listen in toanother press conference on
Wednesday, a few days before the EC's
meet-the-press on Sunday, and you will
hear the BJP’s Anurag Thakur essentially
repeating all of Rahul Gandhi's allegations
—withacommunal tinge.

Like Gandhi, Thakur alleged the pres-
ence of fake voters, duplication of names,
mass additions, doubtful addresses and
dubious first-time voters in voter lists, and
the misuse of government machinery to
engineer these discrepancies. The differ-
ence was that Thakur picked constituen-
cies won by Opposition leaders to make
his case — Wayanad, Diamond Harbour,
Kannauj, Rae Bareli, Mainpuri and
Kolathur assembly — and that he repeat-
edly drew attention to the names of the

leadingtoau-  Bihar, the impact on the quality of electoral He has filed a petition in tﬁe Supreme Court
ﬁmnnr dditi i rrec-  rolls cannot but be disastrous. deletion exercise. theSIR
Audiences need to rediscover the power of silence and pauses
AKHILP]

AN AU\AQSFSHL‘L room, its shadowp longer

sences but presences, that silence is not

s, its charac with
pauses that felt heavier than their words.
‘Watching Guru Dutt’s Sahib Bibi Aur Ghulam
(1962) felt like stepping back into that for-
gotten classroom of childhood. The one you
only reali ne once life i
turned noisy and hurried.

Itwasn't just a film. It was a reminder of
what cinema used tobe: Slow, searching, and
unafraid of silence. A world where charac-
ters lived beyond the frame, where pauses
revealed more than plot, and where thrill
was found in the turning of a face, not the
twist of ascript.

depth. Their grammar was si-
lence, breath, gaze. And watching Guru Dutt
for the first time healed many wounds
caused by doomscrolling, with a grammar
of cinema that was far more human.

Today, the grammar of cinema is chang-
ingin ways both exciting and troubling, Yes,
shorter attention spans demand tighter ed-
its. Yes, social media has trained us to expect
a high point every thirty seconds. A film-
maker cannot ignore this new rhythm en-
tirely. But what happens when rhythm be-
comes fl'EllZy ‘when scenes exist not to
unfold but to Explode7 The cost is depth.

Vikramaditya Motwane's Lootera, where a
leaf falling from a tree held more tension
than most gunfights. Even in mainstream
spaces, a filmmaker like Shoojit Sircar can
gift us the quiet tenderness of October and
the therapeutic Piku. Small salvations but
loud victories.

And yet, one cannot shake off the un-
ease. The younger audience, myself in-
cluded, has been trained to consume thrill
as the dominant flavour.

Even Malayalam cinema, which once
trusted the slow burn, is now churning out
thrillers with assembly-line efficiency. And
they sell because adrenaline rushes are bank-

Hindici

Growing up watching cin-
ema, | thought I had already seen the many
shades of patience, silence, and unhurried
observation. With the measured poise of
Ramu Kariat in the '60s, the social ironies of
Adoorand Aravindanin the '70s, the human
warmth of F and inthe

in its maniacal obsession with grandeur.
Bigger sets, louder soundscapes, shinier stars.
The kind of cinema where the camera
swoops endlessly, yet the story goes
nowhere. But what use is grandeur without

'80s, the moral intricacies of Lohithadas in
the '90s and the emotional worlds of Blessy
inthe2000s, Malayalam cinema had taught
me that cinema is not about rushing to the
next beat.

They taught me that pauses are not ab-

ENEE u

and

gravity? What f Guru Dutt’s spirit
when his shadows are replaced by neon, his
silences by noise?

This is not to say the industry has forgot-
ten entirely. There are still moments, rare,
and hence precious, that remind us of cin-
ema's older elegance. Take the intimacy of

Ell

Channel join Search https://t.

able. But that surge does not push aside the
calm and tranquil treatment it once valued.
More business for thrillers does not mean
less audience for others.

Think of Kumbalangi Nights with its
slow-burning family reconciliations, or
Nanpakal Nerathu Mayakkam, where
Mammootty slips into dreamlike stiliness.
These films do not surrender to the tyranny
of the 30-second high point. They trust the
audience to wait, to watch, to feel. And the
audience, remarkably, has responded.
These films have travelled far beyond

Kerala, winning not just awards but affec-
tion from viewers weary of noise.

And that is the optimism worth holding
on to. Because it means the audience still
hungers for cinema that values detail over
distraction. A sigh, a gesture, or a hesitant
glance are not outdated. They are more rad-
ical now than ever.

The promise lies in the fact that cinema
is not consumed only by algorithms. A film,
in 2025, can still be shared in whispers, rec-

rience, notasamust-

watch scene.

And the challenge is not whether audi-
ences can handle silence. The challenge is
whether filmmakers dare to offer it. Guru
Dutt dared. Padmarajan dared. Today, a
handful of filmmakers still dare, whether in
Mumbai orin Kochi. They still think good art
isborn when the artist dares to challenge the
sensibilities of an audience.

As a memory machine, cinema is a
keeperof glances and gestures. The question

so-called doubtful voters, all Muslim.
InThakur's list: Mohammad Kaif Khan,
whose name is allegedly registered in three
polling booths in Rae Bareli; Khurshid
Alam, whose father's name allegedly keeps
changing in Diamond Harbour; Rafiullah
in Kolathur with allegedly three voter IDs,
Mahmoona in Wayanad, Sabri Begum,
Shah Shahbaz,

Nisar Bano in Kannauj ... The list went on
and Thakur’s chilling recitation left noone
indoubt that what was remarkable was the.
religion of the allegedly fraudulent voterin
the lists. Thakur connected the dots from
the“farji vote” to the Congress/Opposition’s
“appeasement politics”, which, he said, pa-
tronises infiltrators or the “ghuspaithiya
vote bank”, amid “Islamic radicalisation”
and other threats posed by “ek varg” (one
section) to “national security”.

Ifin Maharashtra and Karnataka, Rahul
Gandhi made a political leap from paoint-
ing out purported discrepancies/inconsis-
tencies in the electoral rolls/turnout figures
toclaiming that the election result was ma-
nipulated by the BJP, Thakur was makinga
long leap of his own — on the back of a
communal dog-whistle politics.

What was common in the telling of
both Thakur and Gandhi, however, was
the incrimination of the EC. After all, it is
the poll monitor on whose watch the elec-
tion was conducted — in Mahadevapura
or Wayanad, Diamond Harbour or Rae
Bareli, whether it was the Opposition that
won or the BJP.

The EC did not show any awareness in
Sunday’s press conference of its predica-
‘ment—underattack from both Opposition
and government. It did not seem to recog-
nise that it cannot just chailenge Rahul
Gandhi to sign an affidavit, take an oath,
and leaveitat that.

More fundamentally, the EC's belliger-
entrefrain — show me the evidence, in the
proper format, by a certain date, or else —
shifts the onus of cleaning up the electoral
rolls from itself to the people and political
parties. Justas the Commission shifted the
responsibility of proving their innocence,
or their citizenship, onto voters in the SIRin
Bihar, it is now saying that if anyone raises
concerns about its conduct, it is they who
must explain themselves, not the EC.

This has disquieting implications ina
grimmoment for India's democracy.

It is a time when wide allegations of
“vote chori" by the leader of the main
Opposition party threaten todrown out the
genuine and specific concerns about dis-
enfranchisement sparked by the EC's Bihar
exercise. Rahul Candhi's barrage of accu-

Having raised the pitch so high, where does
Congress, and the Opposition, go from
here? How do they step back from a spiral
into nihilistic politics?

And if they don't turn back from the
edge, what happens to the peaceful tran-
sition of power India has prided itself on,
which the people have taken for granted?
Does it pose a new challenge for the con-
ductof elections, their legitimacy?

What happens if the Bihar election
delivers a close result, what if it has
narrow margins?

Itisagrim moment, also, because of the
Modi government's response — firstits at-
tempt tospeak for the EC, instead of letting
it speak for itself, adding to the doubts re-
garding the poll monitor’s independence.
And thenits subsequent misfiring at Rahul
that has only ended up wounding the EC.

This is a sobering moment, most of all,
because the EC, the constitutional author-
ity with a hard-won autonomy, seems not
torecognise the full scale ofitsown and the
polity’s crisis. Urgent repair work is needed
by a credible and impartial umpire. There
must be cross-party conversations on vot-
ers'lists, arecommitment to shared proto-
cols, withafocus on voter inclusion, notex-
clusion, ifa free fall into a political dead end
istobe avoided.

For a nation that celebrated its 79th I~
Day last week, that’s the challenge. So far,
the ECis not stepping up toit.

vandita. ia.com

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

RED HERRING

THIS REFERS TO the editorial ‘Alaska
shift’ (IE, August 18). Vladimir Putin’s
Sputnik ride with Donald Trump over
Alaska proved another red herring. What
mustcutdeeperis China's reminder that
it can bring Trump down to earth —in-
deed, to rare earth. As trade frictions
mount, Washington discovers that dom-
inance cannot be decreed when supply
chains lie elsewhere. Trump seeksather
nations to bear the brunt of his frustra-
tion. Yet such gestures are more self-as-
suagement than strategy.

RNarayanan, Navi Mumbai

FEAR AND EXCLUSION

THISREFERSTO the article, ‘Alet-down
at Red Fort', (IE, August 18). By invoking
the bogey of * ghus'pmthwe the Prime

is simple: Do we want to only
spectacle, or also silence? The grammar is
shifting, yes. But grammar is not destiny.

akhil.pj om

Minister risks rhetoric of
exclusion at the very moment when
India needs cohesion. Demographers

have longshown that India’s population
dynamics are driven by fertility transi-
tion, not clandestine migration. To re-
duce complex socio-economic chal-
lenges to a conspiracy narrative echoes
global trends where populist politics
thrives on “othering”.

Zainab Irshad, Patna

OVERDUE UPGRADE

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, The up-
grade’(IE, August 18). It took S&P Global
Ratings 18 years to upgrade India's rat-
ingto BBB, despite GDP quadrupling in
that time. Some experts believe the rat-
ing should have been higher — India
handled the adverse financial effects of
Covid better than many advanced
economies. India's performance has
been due toadherence to financial con-
solidation. The questionis whether this
will reduce the space for fiscal measures
tooffset the US tariff threat.

Y G Chouksey, Pune
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EXPLAINED
Tradwives, delulu: What
new words in Cambridge

Dictionary tell us

YASHEE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 18

AMONGTHE

toilet’ videos on YouTube, where human
heads poked out of toilet bowls and sang.

Delulucame tous from the K-pop fan-
dom, where some fans were mocked for

Cambridge Dictionary are skibidi, hml|~
garchy, delulu, and tradwife. The choices
are a testimony to the growing power of
Internet-speak, and to the various social
and political wars raging in the world.

What do these words mean, and what
does [heu'mcluslon inthe dlmonary say
about

Some of the new words

Many of the words act as a foil to each.
other, denoting the looping nature of
Internetdiscourse. Take the portmanteaus
tradwil‘e and broligarchy.

deluding into thinking they
could date the stars they so loved.

Choice of the words

According to the Cambridge
Dictionary, “We have ateam of lexicogra-
phers who are always on the lookout for
newwaords... They lookat the Cambridge
English Corpus to check the frequency of
the word, and where it is used... If the
word is used in many different contexts
over a period of time, the lexicographers
addittothe dictionary.If [they] think that
anew word might be ephemeral, they
keeparecordofitto rewew ata laterdate.”

beingamother
andeeamhermam rolesinlife. They can

Thus,ani; the
word is likely to last. Colm Mclntosh,
Lex:cal Programme manager at the

cookingor playing
with small children in flowy outfits and
Pinterest-perfect homes, while their hus-
eamingmoney.
“The tradwives will tell you about “lean-
ing into their feminity”, about choosing a
“real man" who “protects their softness”,
and then probably try tosell you an online
course about making money from home.
On the other end of the spectrum are
broligarchs, a combination of bro and oli-
garch, denoting the'tech bros'whoarerich
and successful members of the tech world,
still predominantly a boys' club, and who
arealso serious political players.

Dictionary, told AFP, “We only
add words where we think they'll have
staying power. Internet culture is chang-
ing the English language..

Why Internet slang, though?

Indeed, as a language evolves, the dic-
tionary’s jobis to record and explain the
words that people are using. The new in-
clusions point to a force that is shaping so
muchof what we consume and discuss —
social media algorithms.

Words like delulu or tradwife became
popular once content creators on TikTok,
Instagram, YouTube, etc. realised these

Deluluis short for used for
people who choose to stay ignorant of re-

ality. Skibidi hand, distorts
ality. It is a nonsensical word, attached to
nothing but absurdity.

‘The Cambridge Dictionary describes
skibidi as “a word that can have different
‘meanings suchas “cool” or“bad"”, orcanbe
usedvvlthnmealmeanmgasajoke Itbe-

n2023, kibidi

flagged as ‘trending’,and con-
tentusing them could get greater visibility.
The wind behind the sails of these
words' current popularity is a nameless,
shapeless formula. However, if they prove
their “staying power” even after the al-
gorithmic wheel turns, they will demon-
strate that human articulation canindeed
beenriched by contributions froma wide
variety of sources.

Ultraprocessed food makes up
53% of Americans’ diets: CDC

DATA RELEASED earlier in
August from the Centers for
Disease  Control  and
Prevention (CDC) suggested
that people in the United
States were eating slightly
fewer calories from ultra-
processed foods compared
with previous years, but nu-
trition experts caution that
thisdecrease s farfromapub-
lichealth win.

It's still true that more than half of the
daily calories Americans consume come

d th
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NEW RESEARCH

from an average of 56% be-
tween2017 and 2018. For chil-
dren up to age 18, that figure
was about 62% — down from
about 66%.

In 2019, a landmark
study from the National
Institutes of Health showed
that ultraprocessed foods
caused people to overeat.
And studies have linked ul-
traprocessed foods and
health conditions like obesity, Type 2 di-
abetes and heart disease.

Similar conc

oy

wiulil@\r—
dients, like high-fructose c

where c ion of ultraprocessed

drogenated oils, that one wouldn’ nyplcally
findin home kitchens.

Thenew datashowed that, on average,
53% of the calories adults consumed each
day between2021 and 2023 were from ul-
traprocessed foods, That share was down

reasing in recent
years. A World Health Organization India
report, released in 2023, found that retail
salesof ultraprocessed foodsincreased ata
compound annual growth rateof 13% from
2011 to 2021 across the country.
ENSWITHINPUTSFROMTHENYT

(@) Drishti IAS (J)

1AS GS Foundation Course

Offline & Live Online Batches
&

25307 | e 8:00 4R
2 AR | N30T
28 30T | e 830 &N

9 Indore affdm | FEEeoo R

& dnsntiescom  § 87501 87501

Englieh Medium
28 Aug | G00PM
225ep [ 1130 AM
28 Aug | BOOAM
25ep | B:00AM

SHYAMLAL YADAV
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 18

THE GOVERNMENT is considering ways to
ensure “equivalence” in the application of
the ‘creamy layer’ condition in reservation
for Other Backward Classes (OBCs) across a
range of jobs at central and state government
organisations, public sector enterprises, uni-
versities, etc.

A proposal has been prepared after con-
sultations among several government min-
istries and departments, and bodies such as
NITI Aayog and the National Commission for
Backward Classes (NCBC), The Indian Express
reported last week.

The effort is to ensure fairness and uni-
formity among candidates who are eligible
for reservation, and to remove certain
anomalies that have arisen in this regard
from circulars issued over the years by the
Union government’s Department of
Personnel and Training (DoPT), which for-
mulates policy on recruitments and serv-
ice conditions,

The concept of ‘creamy layer’

In its landmark verdict in Indra Sawhney
vs Union of India (1992), the Supreme Court
upheld the government’s decision toimple-
ment the recommendations of the Mandal
Commission, but said that affluent sections
among the socially and educationally back-
ward classes, the so-called “creamy layer”,
must be excluded from job quotas.

Thereafter, on September 8, 1993, DoPT
issued acircular identifying the creamy layer
thatwould be ineligible for OBC reservanon
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Creamy layer ‘equivalence’

The criteria laid down to identify ‘creamy-layer’ OBCs are not comprehensive. There are anomalies that
prevent the uniform application of quota benefits. The government proposes to correct this situation
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Prime Minister V P Singh (above) was upheld by the Supreme Court in the Indra
Sawhney case in 1993. Swadesh Talwar/Express Archive

2004 ‘clarification’ and after
The above criteria were not comprehen-
sive, especially with regard to jobs outside the
government sector.
So, on October 14,2004, DoPT issued de-
tailed “Clarifications regarding creamy layer
amongst OBCs" in order to determine “the

(CSE) 0f 2015 and 2023 (batches of 2016-24),
DoPT rejected caste certificates of more than
100 successful candidates who would have
qualified as OBC under the September 1993
criteria, but who were putin the creamy layer
in accordance with the new criteria.
Interestingly, many ofthese mdmduals have

creamy layer status af sons and daugh f

appeared inotherc 0

Aayog and NCBC were sought in the matter.

According to sources in the government,
some of the issues in the proposal to estab-
lish ‘equivalence’ are:

M Since the salaries of university teach-
ersfromassistant professor upward typically
start from ‘Level 10", which is equivalent to
entry-level Group A posts in the government,
ithas been proposed that children of univer-
sity teachers be categorised as creamy layer.

 For central/ state autonomous and
statutory bodies, it is proposed to establish
‘equivalence’ with central government offi-
cials, depending on their level/ group/ pay
scale, which is aligned with the correspon-
ding pay in central and state governments,

M Non-teaching staff of universities are
proposed to be placed in the creamy layer
depending on their level/ group/ pay scale.

M It is proposed that all executive-level
positions in state PSUs be treated as creamy
layer, akin to the ‘equivalence’ that has been
inforce for central PSUs since 2017. However,
it has been proposed that executives whose
income is within Rs 8 lakh — which is the
ceiling for private persons — will not be cat-
egorised as creamy layer.

W Itis proposed that employees of gov-
ernment-aided institutions, which usually
follow the service condmons and pay scales

h l or respec government,
be placed under appropriate categories
based on the ‘equivalence’ of their post and
service conditions and pay scales.

The likely beneficiaries
Ifthe proposals are |mplememed sons/
1

persons where

and have b OBC basi

equnvalencearcompamblhtyof posts vrs—a VS

postsin G hasnot

Sons and of hi

functionaries, and government, PSU, and
armed forces officers were included in the
list, along with “professional class and those
engaged in trade and industry”, and “prop-
erty owners”. An “income/ wealth test” was
alsomentioned.

Specifically, anindividual either of whose
parents was a direct recruit to a Group A/
Class I government job, or if the parent was
promoted to Group A before the age of 40,
was not eligible for the OBC quota.

Anindividual both of whose parents were
direct recruits to Group B jobs would be part
of the creamy layer. Children of armed forces
officials only up to the rank of Lieutenant
Colonel could avall of the quota.

i Itwas determined that: * |ncomeofthepar-

the same caste certificate.

Efforts to find ‘equivalence’

| government em-
ployees thh annual salaries of more than Rs
8 lakh are likely to benefit the most. It will
correct the anomaly by which children of

sources
(other lari d agricultural land ) is de-

Th aseofth

100
candi determined by DoPT as beingin

termined separately. If either the income of the
parents from the salaries or the income of the
parents from other sources (other than salaries
and agricultural land) exceeds... Rs 2.5 lakh per
annum lwhld1 was the creamy layer i income

teachers get the benefit of OBC
quota, but children of employees of similar

the creamy layerledtoc
various stakeholder ministries.
While‘equivalence’ has been established
with regard to the various central PSUs, the
process remains pending for others — and

ceilingfor
ofthree consecuti th

{idaiiet

the sons/ of a wide range of em-
I putinthe creamylayerbased on

ters of such persons shall be treated to fall in
T
However, these “clarifications” were nm
widely
reservation benefits during the UPA years
(2004-14), as the government sought to woo

For th he nmentsector,
the income ceiling was setatRs 1 lakh per
annum. It was subsequently revised up-
wards,and thelimit has been Rs 8 lakh since
2017.However, income from salary and agri-
cultural income is not included.

OBCs in pursit of fal justice goals.
In late 2014, DoPT started examining
caste certificates issued by various authori-
ties to determine their compliance with the
2004 “clarification”.
Between the Civil Services Examinations

their incomes, thanks to “clarification” is-
suedin2004.

In June this year, Home Minister Amit
Shah and NCBC chairman Hansraj Ahir rec-
ommended to the Ministry of Social Justice
and Empowerment that the policy under
consideration should be implemented ret-
rospectively so that these more than 100 can-
didates are also able to benefit.

Views of the Ministries of Social Justice,
Education, Law, and Labour, the Department
of Public Enterprises and DoPT, as well as NITI

rank at gover ided institutions are
denied on the basis of income.

Asimilar situation exists in several state
government organisations. In one of the
cases before the government, the children of
an individual who fills fuel in vehicles at a
pump run by a state-owned oil marketing
company have been declared creamy layer
on the basis of income.

Not much is expected to change for chil-
dren of employees in the private sector.
Sources in the government said it is noted in
the proposal that it is difficult to establish
‘equivalence’ given the vast range of posi-
tions, pay, and perquisites in private employ-
ment, and creamy layer can be determined
based on the income/ wealth criteria.

The income ceiling was revised in 2004,
2008,2013,and 2017.

When can courts order a recount of votes?

VINEET BHALLA
NEW DELHI,AUGUST 18

THE SUPREME Court last week overturned
the result of the sarpanch election of Buana
Lakhu village in Haryana's Panipat district.
Theapex court conducted arecount of votes
by summoning all Electronic Voting
Machines (EVMs) used during the election
toits premises in New Delhi.

ernmentelections, however, ithas tobe filed
at the district-level civil courts.

The petition can only be filed by a candi-
date or an elector related to the election in
question. This has to be done within 45 days
of the date of declaration of results.

‘The petition must contain a concise state-
ment of all “material facts” on which the
challenge is based. If it contains allegations
of “corrupt practices”, the peti-
tion must pmwde deta.lls such

the firstinstance
ofthe Supreme Court conducting a recount
of EVM votes.

How can an election result be
challenged?

The validity of poll results can be chal-
lenged by filing an election petition. In the
case of Parliamentary, Assembly, or state
council elections, the petition has to be filed
before the High Court of the state in which
the election was conducted. For local gov-

ofthealleged act.

What are
the result?

Courts can declare an election void on
several grounds. These include:

1 Bribery, undue influence — suchasa
candidate failing to dlsclose thenr criminal
antec o

EXPLAINED

as the nam
volved, and the date and place

®Ifthe winning candidate was not qual-
ified or was disqualified on the date of their
election;

rejection ofa nomination pa-
per of an electoral candidate;

W Non-compliance with the
Constitution orany election lawsand rules,
if such non-compliance materially affected
the result.

When can courts order a
recount of votes?

Courts can order a recount
of votes, but it is not granted
lightly. Thatis because it involves re-exam-
ination of ballots, which can compromise
the secrecy of the vote — a cornerstone of
free and fair elections.

Therefore, a court will only order a re-
count if a petitioner presents specific, ma-
terial facts and pmvtdes sufficientevidence

lish a prima facie case that a mistake

social groups;

Nationalists in Ireland, India; How a future Indian

Going to Dublin

POULOMIDEB
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 18

WHILE CONDEMNING recent hate crimes
against Indians in Ireland, Irish President
Michael D Higgins last week said that his
country and India shared “the experience
of paths towards independence”.
Aninteresting figure in this shared his-
tory is Varahagiri Venkata Giri, who served
as the President of India be-
tween 1969 and 1974. While
attending law school in Dublin
from 1913 to 1917, Giri was

HISTORY

In 1912, admission rules for Indians in
English colleges were made stricter. A large
numberof students thus went tolreland in-
stead. Giri studied law at the University
College Dublin and the King's Inns, Dublin.

“Indian students preferred to study in
Ireland in preference to England because
there was neither a colour bar nor racial
prejudice of any kind amongthe Irish, prob-
ably due to the adverse circumstances of
their history,” he wrote.

According to Amba
Preetham Parigi, Giri's grand-
son, “Gm always spokeof the

“drawn ir ibly into the

cross currents of the Irish struggle for self-
government,” he wrote in his 1976 autobi-
ography My Life and Times.

HisIrish experience instilled in Giri “the
passion for political freedom... [and] the
economic emancipation of the working
class and all those exploited” which went
on to guide his political activism in India.

and

of the local Irish
families during his stay in Dublin. He often
mentioned that neither he nor the other
Indian students experienced any discrimi-
nation orracial prejudice” (quoted from the
foreword to Connor Mulvagh's Irish Days,
Indian Memories, 2016).

Activism in Dublin

Channel join Search https://t.

VVGiriserved as the fourth President
of India from 1969 to 1974. Express

The labour movement in Ireland wasin
full swing at the time of Giri's arrival. Just
months before, thousands of workers, led
by Irish Transport and General Workers'
Union, had clashed with employers over the
right to unionise during the Dublin Lockout.

Giri was inspired by the Irish labour move-
ment and absorbed arguments for collec-
ining and ion he heard

incounting is pmbahle

Courts usually order vote recounts to take
place at the location where the election was
held — unlike in the case of the Panipat
sarpanch election dispute, in which the SC
recounted the votes at its premises. The court
did not provide any reasons for its recount
order beyond the “peculiar facts and circum-
stances” of the case.

When do courts overturn election
results?

Itisrare — but not unprecedented — fora
court to declare an election void and an-
nounce another candidate as the winner.
This happens when the courtis satisfied that
the petitioner or another candidate received
amajority of valid votes.

Alternatively, a petitioner must prove that
they would have secured the majority of
votesif not for the votes obtained by the win-
ning candidate through corrupt practices.
“This requires concrete evidence to quantify
the votes tainted by corruption.

President was inspired

di beinginter-

cepted by cusmms for arousing anti-British
ffabout a police

dunng labour meenng

raid byan lnsh nanonahsn and was able to

Moreover, “deeply imbued

to fight for my country’s freedom, | experi-
enced a complete sense of identity with the
Irish cause,” Giri wrote in My Life and Times.
He joined a small clandestine group
called the Anarchical Society which, he
wirote,“professed beliefin using violence and
bloodshed to achieve a peaceful end"”, and
“the techniques of incendiarismand bomb-
making" toaid India’s freed

arrest and deportation — for the time being,

“This was perhaps one of my earliestex-
periences of threat of prosecution for direct
involvement in the cause of India’s free-
dom," he wrote.

Story of Giri's ‘deportation’
TheﬁsierRisingpflS]quwl_rishmpub—

licanslead.

Irish including trade unionist
James Connoly whowas executed for his role
inthe Easter Rising.

“Connolly’s passionate desire was that the
freedom of Ireland should yield economic
freedom for Irish labour... More than any of
the leaders of the uprising it was Connolly

"Giriwrote."l
as soon as | returned to India | would give a
graphic account; of Lhese slmggles to inspire
our
tion of the transport workers... [whu] could
become the bulwark of the national move-
mentand th

authority”.

Later, influenced by Mahatma Gandhi's
work in South Africa, the group would
abandon violence and reorganise as the
Indian Students’ Association whose semi-
secretactivities included publishinga pam-
phiet titled *Horrors in South Africa’ which
sought to “magnify acts of racial discrimi-
nation perpetrated on Indian citizens in
South Africa..".

Some 100,000 copies of the pamphlet

epaper.indianexpress.com

of Dublin, While the uprising was crushed
and most leaders hanged todeath, the event
became a watershed moment in Ireland's
struggle for independence.

In My Life and Times, Giri recalled that
“about a week before the uprising [he] met

His political leanings brought Giri to KhE
attention of British authorities, and eventu-
ally led to him being ordered to leave by July
1,1917. While he was unable to complete his
studies, Giri came home inspired.

He wrote: “erh thc fervour mspm?d by

some leaders of the " who joked
about meeting again “at Easter for some hot
tea ln fact, dunnghrs trme in Dublin, Giri had

Ide-
ctive
par( in the political mavement tosecure the

‘many

of my country.”

- Ahmedabad
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Required reforms
Risking some revenue to boost
consumption will help the economy
T he central government’s proposals to re-

form the Goods and Services Tax (GST)

system are bold and timely. They stand to
benefit the middle class and the business com-
munity, as the government claims. Shifting 99%
of the items in the 12% slab to a 5% tax rate, and
90% of the items in the 28% slab to 18% will sub-
stantially reduce the tax burden on most con-
sumers. Rationalising the number of slabs and
shifting similar products to the same slab will also
reduce ambiguity and litigation, which are the
major issues businesses have with the current
GST setup. Further, while most of the focus has
been captured by the rate restructuring propo-
sals, the procedural reforms regarding registra-
tion, return filing and refunds are equally impor-
tant. Simplifying GST is not just about reducing
the multiplicity of rates but also about making it
easier and less time-consuming for tax-payers to
navigate the system. Easing registration, simplify-
ing returns and speeding up refunds, therefore,
are welcome improvements the Centre is pursu-
ing. Combined with the new Income Tax Bill and
the rejig of income-tax slabs in this year’s Budget,
these GST reforms will highlight 2025 as a wa-
tershed year for tax reform — direct as well as in-
direct tax. While the government has not made
an official estimate of what the revenue impact of
these reductions will be, sources have said that it
expects a hit. Two years ago, the Reserve Bank of
India had estimated that the average GST rate was
11.6%, which is now expected to fall substantially.
However, the government is confident that an in-
crease in consumption and a widening of the tax
base will offset most of the revenue loss. With a
large number of items set to be taxed at just 5%,
the incentives for input tax credit scams and tax
evasion will also be substantially removed.

A willingness to risk some amount of revenue
in order to boost domestic consumption bodes
well for the economy, especially at a time when
export demand is faltering due to tariff uncer-
tainties. It remains to be seen how the State go-
vernments will react to this proposed revenue
surrender. They have already been lobbying the
Sixteenth Finance Commission to increase the
share of States in central taxes. These tax cuts will
also make it even more unlikely that petroleum
products — a major source of States’ revenues —
will be included in the GST any time soon. Polit-
ically, it will be difficult for the States to directly
oppose these rate reductions, but they might in-
stead pressure the Centre for compensation once
again. Crucially, the Centre will be reaching out
to the States over the next few weeks to put forth
its case. It is important that their concerns are ta-
ken on board as well.

Familiar impasse
Talks on limiting use of plastic must be
built on mutual trust

lobal resistance to a universal treaty on
G eliminating plastic pollution remains

stubborn and huge. Last week, the sixth
attempt since 2022 by the United Nations Envi-
ronment Pre (UNEP) to get I
tions to agree upon a treaty to address plastic pol-
lution ran into the familiar vortex of opposition.
There was disagreement among the major blocs
of countries on whether comprehensively ad-
dressing plastic pollution requires eliminating
plastic production itself. All countries agree that
the ubiquitous polythene bag, despite its im-
mense practicability and affordability as a con-
tainer, has ballooned into a civic crisis. India gen-
erates around 3.4 million tonnes (MT) of plastic
waste but recycles only about 30%. Its plastic
consumption rose at a compounded annual
growth rate (CAGR) of 9.7% from 14 MT in 2016-17
to over 20 MT in 2019-20. India has a production
ban on about 20 single-use plastic items — cups,
straws, spoons. While this has, to some extent,
induced a degree of behavioural change — in
greater reliance of paper and cloth bags — it has
had little impact on waste management and recy-
cling. This is also reflective of the global picture.
According to the UNEP, the world produces more
than 430 MT of plastic annually, two-thirds of
which are short-lived products that soon become
waste. Overall, 46% of plastic waste is landfilled,
while 22% is mismanaged and becomes litter. In
2019, plastic, which is a derivate of fossilised
crude, generated 1.8 billion metric tonnes of
greenhouse gas emissions or about 3.4% of the
global total.

Plastic, therefore, can be seen as a waste man-
agement problem that can be solved by improv-
ing incentives for the market to do a better job of
collecting waste and recycling. However, there
are countries that point to the decades of at-
tempts made on these lines, with limited gains.
To add to that, more evidence has piled up that
plastic, non-biodegradable as it is, is making its
way into human, animal and marine food sys-
tems. Island-nations and territories are swamped
by plastic waste washing up on their shores. Then
there are granular forms of plastic — or micro-
plastics — with potential for harm. Thus, the only
real solution is to reduce at source. However, na-
tions are not all agreed upon this aspect of toxic-
ity. Therefore, in treaty-linked talks, they view
calls to cut production as tactics to impose trade
barriers and add to the general climate of tariff
uncertainty. Unless countries can build greater
trust before such talks and hear each other out
with an open mind, having more meetings will
only be futile. The halcyon days, when some
countries could steer resolutions on the environ-
ment assuming that the ‘common good® was in-
controvertible, are long past.

cM
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Alaskan winds, India and the Trump-Putin summit

he “Alaska Moment” between United

States President Donald Trump and

Russian President Vladimir Putin on

August 15, 2025 will translate to other
objectives for Ukraine as Mr. Trump engages with
Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy and
European leaders, leading up to a possible
trilateral summit in a quest for the end of the
Russia-Ukraine conflict. For New Delhi, however,
the Alaska Summit did not yield the clear-cut
outcomes many had hoped for before the
meeting between the leaders of two of India’s
closest friends. Nor did it help the peculiar sense
of vulnerability that Indian diplomacy faced, of
having so much at stake in a meeting while having
so little agency in its results.

Broadly, the Narendra Modi government had
hoped that a U.S.-Russia rapprochement would
take off some of the pressure from the U.S. India
has felt over its ties with Russia. However, while
there was a visible warmth in the Trump-Putin
exchanges, this did not result in a less chilling
tone that Mr. Trump has had towards India. He
has been taking India to task on a number of
issues.

More specifically, hopes rose that the Alaska
meeting would result in a rollback of the U.S’s
planned 25% secondary sanctions on India for
buying Russian oil; the resumption of India-U.S.
trade talks that Mr. Trump has held up over the
Russia oil issue; and a subsequent revision of the
25% reciprocal tariffs already in place. In a
severely-worded piece in the Financial Times
(“India’s oil lobby is funding Putin’s war machine
— that has to stop”), Peter Navarro, who is Mr.
Trump's Senior Counselor on Trade and
Manufacturing, virtually dashed such hopes,
making it clear that the double tariffs were a
“two-pronged policy” by the U.S. to “hit India
where it hurts”, for both the Russian imports and
for its curbs on market access.

No change in India policies

Nor was there any indicator that Mr. Trump
would let up on the other pain point: his
counter-narrative to the Modi government’s
account of Operation Sindoor (May 7-10) and how
the ceasefire was achieved. Not only did Mr.
‘Trump repeat that he has mediated the
India-Pakistan ceasefire, using trade as a leverage
to corral both sides, but he now adds that a
nuclear conflict would have followed as both
sides were “shooting down airplanes”, a version
at considerable odds from that of the Modi
government, which has thus far conceded that it
had no losses in the conflict.

Thus, the first takeaway from the Summit must
be this: while Mr. Trump’s re-engagement and
bonhomie with Mr. Putin may help Moscow, it
does not mean a revision of his policies toward
India. In any case, the rationale behind the
secondary sanctions on India is dubious, and
more about power games than about punishing
Russia. The U.S. has itself increased its trade with
Russia since Mr. Trump came to power and China
imports of Russian oil have been consistently
larger than India’s. Hitting India with sanctions
while feting the Russian President and ignoring
China’s actions seems to indicate that the reasons

The visible
warmth in the
Trump-Putin
exchanges did
not result in a
less chilling
American tone
towards India;
the lesson for
New Delhi is
that it would
need to take a
firmer stance if
it wants to get
back its agency

for the U.S.s actions lie elsewhere. Many have
suggested that Mr. Trump has acted out of pique
— upset that Mr. Modi ignored his claims to have
mediated with the Pakistanis. Reports suggested
that Mr. Modi also rebuffed U.S. moves for him to
sit down with the Pakistani leadership in Riyadh
or in Washington, and that the Modi-Trump call
on June 17 was extremely acrimonious and
awkward as a result. Mr. Trump’s more obvious
focus appears to be recognition for his
peace-making efforts, and a possible Nobel Peace
Prize, and the Modi government has already
missed the bus to give him the credit for the
Operation Sindoor ceasefire that Mr. Trump so
clearly wants.

New Delhi must decide whether it wishes to
jump through hoops for Washington, or whether
it would be more sensible to step back and allow
the Trump administration to do its worst before
assessing a response and turn its energies to
other parts of the world. There may be avenues to
shore up India’s options on trade relationships
with Mr. Modi’s upcoming visits to Japan and then
to China for the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation meet, a possible visit to the U.S. for
the United Nations General Assembly, and then
South Africa for the G20 summit. There is also
Mr. Putin’s visit to India soon. The bellwether
event for India-U.S. ties will be the upcoming
Quad Summit (India, U.S., Japan, Australia) that
India is due to host later this year. It is still
unclear whether Mr. Trump will visit India,
especially if no India-U.S. trade deal is done by
then, and whether the Indian government will be
in any mood to roll out the red carpet.

Returning to substance

The second takeaway should be a lesson in not
allowing “Summitry” to overtake India’s broader
interests. For more than a decade, the “Modi
mantra” of foreign policy has been about
personal magic and chemistry, of dealing
one-to-one with leaders of other countries, as his
imprimatur on bilateral ties. As a result, visits
abroad have been judged by the number of joint
public appearances, handshakes and embraces as
well as special honours and awards that are given
to the Prime Minister, rather than the actual
agreements and concessions between them. With
China, however, the 18 one-on-one meetings
between Mr. Modi and China’s President Xi
Jinping between 2014-19 did not generate the
requisite understanding to foresee Chinese
People’s Liberation Army’s transgressions along
the Line of Actual Control and the Galwan
clashes.

With the U.S., too, Mr. Modi’s close
engagements during the Trump 1.0 tenure (the
‘Howdy Modi’ rally in Texas in 2019 and the
‘Namaste Trump’ rally in Gujarat in 2020), as well
as his early visit to Washington under the Trump
2.0 administration in February 2025 should have
given the two leaders enough of an
understanding of the other. Given the shocks that
have followed, it may be time to turn back the
focus to substance over style. But that substance
becomes more difficult to seek in Trumpian
times, given that most foreign policy decisions
are being taken by Mr. Trump himself and a small

ring around him in the White House, with few
appointments being made on the desks that deal
with India in the National Security Council or the
State Department. In the ‘good times’ Delhi and
‘Washington have worked well, even without a
U.S. Ambassador in place in India. But at present,
it is clear that a senior envoy with a keen
knowledge of India as well as the U.S. President’s
ear are necessary to navigate the turbulence in
ties.

Maintain a political balance

The third lesson of the past few months is that
India must reclaim bipartisanship in diplomatic
relations, and build and maintain ties on both
sides of the political spectrum, regardless of
which party is in power. In the U.S., the
Democratic party establishment was unhappy
about the Trump-Modi rallies because they were
held just months before the U.S. presidential
election in 2020, and India had to spend some
time, subsequently, repairing ties with the joe
Biden administration. Four years later, this
annoyed Mr. Trump, the Republican contender,
especially as he felt the contrast between the
close personal bonhomie while he was in power
and the fact that the Mr. Modi and his envoys did
not spend time with him when he was out of
power, including during the three times Mr. Modi
travelled to the U.S., in 2021, 2023 and 2024, to
hold talks with Mr. Biden. Closer home, this
bipartisanship has been proven to trip up India’s
ties in the neighbouring countries as well —
Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, Nepal and the Maldives.

Fourth, Mr. Trump’s penalties on India’s
import of oil, after the U.S. allowed, even actively
encouraged the purchases before, show how
fickle the global power can be and how futile it is
for India to forego its principles in order to please
a particular regime. India’s time-honoured
principle of only acceding to UN-mandated
sanctions was broken in 2018 when the
government bowed to Mr. Trump’s threats of
sanctions against Iranian oil, and then
Venezuelan oil, possibly emboldening him to
demand the same against the use of Russian oil
this time. By accepting such unreasonable orders,
India does not just risk economic losses in
foregoing cheaper oil. It also becomes complicit
in the U.S’s foreign policy objectives that do not
necessarily align with India’s national interests.
Conversely, when India resists such moves, it
wins the support of others in the Global South.
And while they object, western powers
grudgingly accept India’s strategic autonomy in
these matters.

Finally, New Delhi must consider measures
and countermeasures to deal with U.S. actions
that hurt [ndia’s interests acutely — like the
reciprocal and penalty tariffs that will make
Indian goods far less competitive than those of its
exporting rivals, curbs on U.S. manufacturing in
India, or the remittance taxes on Indians working
in the U.S. Getting back India’s agency will
require a firmer stance — one that is not buffeted
by the winds in Alaska, at a summit meeting
thousands of kilometres away from India.

suhasini.h@thehindu.co.in

The path to ending global hunger runs through India

ith global chronic undernourishment
w now on a downward trend, the world

is beginning to turn a corner in its
fight against hunger. The United Nations’ newly
released The State of Food Security and Nutrition
in the World 2025 reports that 673 million people
(8.2% of the world’s population) were
undernourished in 2024. This is down from 6388
million in 2023. Although we have not yet
returned to pre-pandemic levels (7.3% in 2018),
this reversal marks a welcome shift from the
sharp rise experienced during COVID-19.

India has played a decisive role in this global
progress. The gains are the result of policy
investments in food security and nutrition,
increasingly driven by digital technology, smarter
governance, and improved service delivery.

Revised estimates using the latest National
Sample Survey data on household consumption
show that the prevalence of undernourishment in
India declined from 14.3% in 2020-22 to 12% in
2022-24. In absolute terms, this means 30 million
fewer people living with hunger — an impressive
achievement considering the scale of the
population and the depth of disruption caused by
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The transformation of the PDS

At the centre of this progress is India’s Public
Distribution System, which has undergone a
profound transformation. The system has been
revitalised through digitalisation,
Aadhaar-enabled targeting, real-time inventory
tracking, and biometric authentication. The
rollout of electronic point-of-sale systems and the
One Nation One Ration Card platform have made
entitlements portable across the country, which
is particularly crucial for internal migrants and
vulnerable households.

Maximo Torero
Cullen

is Chief Economist,
the Food and
Agriculture
Organization of the
United Nations (FAQ)

India’s decisive
role in the the
world's fight
against hunger
is a result of its
policy
investments in
food security
and nutrition

These innovations allowed India to rapidly
scale up food support during the pandemic and
to continue to ensure access to subsidised staples
for more than 800 million people.

Now, progress on calories must give way to
progress on nutrition. The cost of a healthy diet
in India remains unaffordable for over 60% of the
population, driven by high prices of
nutrient-dense foods, inadequate cold chains,
and inefficient market linkages. That said, India
has begun investing in improving the quality of
calories. For example, the Pradhan Mantri
Poshan Shakti Nirman (PM POSHAN)
school-feeding scheme, launched in 2021, and the
Integrated Child Development Services are now
focusing on dietary diversity and nutrition
sensitivity, laying the foundation for long-term
improvements in child development and public
health.

New data in the UN report also shows progress
the country has made in making healthy diets
more affordable despite food inflation.

What is happening underscores a larger
structural challenge: even as hunger falls,
malnutrition, obesity, and micronutrient
deficiencies are rising. This is especially so among
poor urban and rural populations.

The agrifood system needs transformation
India can meet this challenge by transforming its
agrifood system. This means boosting the
production and the affordability of nutrient-rich

availability and affordability.

In addition, India should further strengthen
support for women-led food enterprises and local
cooperatives, including Farmer Producer
Organizations (FPOs), especially those cultivating
climate-resilient crops, as these can enhance both
nutrition and livelihoods.

India must continue to invest in its digital
advantage to drive the transformation of its
agrifood systems. Platforms such as AgriStack,
e-NAM, and geospatial data tools can strengthen
market access, improve agricultural planning,
and enhance the delivery of nutrition-sensitive
interventions.

A symbol of hope

The Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations (FAO) notes that the progress of
India in agrifood system transformation is not just
national imperatives; they are global
contributions. As a leader among developing
countries, India is well-positioned to share its
innovations in digital governance, social
protection, and data-driven agriculture with
others across the Global South. India’s experience
shows that reducing hunger is not only possible
but that it can be scaled when backed by political
will, smart investment, and inclusion.

With just five years left to meet the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDG), including SDG 2 (Zero
Hunger) on ending hunger, India’s recent
performance gives this writer hope. But

foods such as pulses, fruits, bles, and
animal-source products, which are often out of
reach for low-income families. It also means
investing in post-harvest infrastructure such as
cold storage and digital logistics systems, to
reduce the estimated 13% of food lost between
farm and market. These losses directly affect food

this momentum will require a shift
from delivering sustenance to delivering
nutrition, resilience, and opportunity.

The hunger clock is ticking. India is no longer
just feeding itself. The path to ending global
hunger runs through India, and its continued
leadership is essential to getting us there.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

The ECI’s response

The defence provided by
the Election Commission of
India (ECI) ding its inc
refusal to publish readable
voters’ rolls for recognised
political parties and to
upload the voters’ list on its
website is, quite frankly,
terrible. The Leader of the

can be called the

conference to valid

Opposition in the Lok
Sabha has highlighted what

e of the ECI.
The responses given by the
ECI during the recent press

questions about the lack of
transparency regarding the
uploading of voters’ rolls

and other pertinent issues

were absurd.
C. Raghavan,
Chennai

As the guardian of elections
in India, the ECI must take
the moral high ground,
ensuring that all allegations
and doubts are clarified and

checked thoroughly. This is
essential to maintain public
trust in our elections and in
democracy itself.

N.S. Girinaath Paranjothi,
Erode, Tamil Nadu

The tone and the tenor
adopted by the ECI convey
arrogance and an

adversarial attitude. The
Congress’s case is that the
data relied upon by its
leader are from the ECI's

There was no explanation
for conducting such a
massive exercise in the

midst of the monsoon. The
ECI has failed to live up to
its constitutional mandate
to be a neutral umpire. This

own database. The ECl was is worrisome.
evasive on several key S.K. Choudhury,
questions from the media. Bengaluru

Letters emailed to
letters@thehindu.co.in
must carry the postal address.

AVIVEE

+



Tuesday, August 19, 2025
VISAKHAPATNAM

THE HINDU

Opinion

What true empowerment of women entails

he trial of former Janata
Dal (Secular) MP
Prajwal Revanna,
tainted by every trick in
the book that power can muster,
from legal intimidation to
procedural delays, could have
been yet another grim entry in
India’s long and i

Apsara Reddy

justice served, does little to ensure
that these women can rebuild
their lives. The women return to
the same environment where
abuse took place, facing
retaliatory stigma, finding

jobless because it is

AIADMK

history of justice denied. However,
this case was different because a
47-year-old domestic help, with no
wealth, no political connections,
and no media machinery at her
disposal, refused to be worn
down. She braved high-profile
legal muscle, relentless attempts at
discrediting her, and the quiet but
crushing social pressures that
compel victims to disappear into
silence. She didn’t disappear;
instead, she stood her ground.

The language of empowerment
India loves the language of
empowerment. We put women
entrepreneurs on magazine
covers, we host conferences
celebrating women CEOs, and we
create awards to honour women
leaders in politics, business, and
culture. Yet, when a woman
without privilege takes on the
powerful in a court of law, we
often treat her as a passing
headline; not as a hero whose
actions have fortified the very
concept of justice. Our narrative of
empowerment too often belongs
to those who have the resources to
recover from failure, the networks
to cushion backlash, and the
privilege to choose their battles.
‘We rarely extend the same
recognition and support to
women whose fight is not for
market share or boardroom
representation, but for their very
survival. Women like this domestic
help are not just defending their
rights; they are performing a form
of public service. Their win
strengthens the jurisprudence for
every woman who will walk into a
police station trembling, unsure if
she will be heard.

And yet, the moment the
verdict is read, the applause dies
down and the state, which was
happy to bask in the optics of

Women who
fight for justice
deserve more
than applause;
they deserve a
future

“too much trouble” to employ
someone who has been in court,
or sinking under the weight of
legal debts incurred during the
fight. If governments, corporates,
and civil society are serious about
“women empowerment”, they
must provide these women
structural support — legal,
economic, and psychosocial - to
ensure that victory in court does
not translate into defeat in life.

The way forward

We need state-funded survivor
compensation schemes.
Frameworks exist to provide
financial compensation to families
of crime victims in categories such
as terrorism or industrial
accidents, so why should a woman
who has stood up against
entrenched power, faced
character assassination, and
endured court battles not receive
similar recognition and financial
security? The compensation
should be calculated not only to
cover legal expenses but to secure
a minimum period of stability.

We need dedicated legal aid
cells with special funding. Most
women in such cases are
bankrupted by the legal process.
While legal aid exists in theory, it
is woefully under-resourced and
often inaccessible. States must
create specialised survivor
litigation cells with professional
advocates, forensic experts, and
victim support officers, funded on
par with public prosecutors in
high-profile cases.

We need guaranteed
employment pathways.
Governments, public sector
undertakings, and corporates
should create direct employment
quotas for survivors of legal battles
against abuse and harassment.

We need psychological support
and trauma recovery. Survivors
require structured access to

long-term counselling, peer

support networks, and therapy

sessions, funded by the state and
1 d by CSR initiati

Eyeing the Bodoland pie

The BJP is carrying on a divisive campaign and who it will ally with is unclear

STATE

PLAY

Trauma recovery must be treated
as a right, not as a luxury.

Most importantly, we must
institutionalise survivor expertise.
‘Women who have navigated
intimidation, isolation, and legal
complexity should be trained and
appointed as counsellors for
victims in police stations to guide
them through the first and often
most critical reporting stage; as
mentors in community legal
education programmes to
demystify the justice process for
other women; and as members of
Internal Complaints Committees
under POSH laws, where their
lived experience can lend
authenticity and empathy to
workplace grievance redressal.
This will not only provide
survivors with income, but ensure
that their courage is
institutionalised, not forgotten.

One might ask, why we should
single out women like this? Why
not simply improve the justice
system for all? The answer is
simple: they are fighting battles
that, in the absence of systemic
reform, remain exceptions.
Supporting them visibly and
meaningfully sends a signal to
both potential victims and
potential abusers that the state
does not abandon those who
resist, and that the cost of
silencing them will only rise.
Moreover, recognising these
women’s courage in concrete,
life-changing ways reshapes our
national idea of empowerment.

Applause is easy; it costs
nothing. But when a woman risks
everything to hold a powerful man
accountable, society owes her
more than praise; it owes her a
future. That future must be
secured through a combination of
immediate economic support,
long-term professional integration,
and the legitimisation of survivor
voices in policymaking and
institutional culture. Only then
can we say that empowerment has
been delivered, not just declared.

Rahul Karmakar
rahul karmakar@thehindu.co.in

eace sells in a region
P scarred by decades of
extremism. In 2003,
the Government of India, the
Government of Assam, and
the Bodo Liberation Tigers
signed a peace accord, which
led to the creation of the Bo-
doland Territorial Council
(BTC), an autonomous body to
to govern the Bodoland Terri-
torial Region (BTR). The BTC
was established as a political
alternative to the demand for
a separate Bodoland state.
The Bodoland People’s
Front (BPF), a political party
formed largely by members of
the disbanded Bodo Libera-
tion Tigers, ruled the BTR un-
til December 2020. The end of
its 17-year rule was partly be-
cause of another peace accord
in January 2020 and partly be-

do Students’ Union (ABSU),
was between the government
and all the factions of another
set of extremists — the Nation-
al Democratic Front of Boro-
land. Pramod Boro, then the
ABSU president and one of the
key architects of the peace
process, became the presi-
dent of the United People’s
Party Liberal (UPPL), the
BPF’s long-term rival across
the BTR.

The BJP, claiming to have
brought peace to the north-
east and paved the way for de-
velopment, found in Mr. Bo-
ro’s image as a peace broker
an opportunity to penetrate
the areas under the tribal
council where mainstream
parties had little or no traction
after 2003.

The BPF, dumped by the
BJP, became the single-largest
party by winning 17 of the 40
seats in the 2020 BTC polls.
The UPPL, which won 12
seats, and the BJP, with nine,
formed the government in the
BTC along with a regional par-
ty that won one seat.

The Congress managed to
win one seat and became the
BPF’s short-term ally in Febru-
ary 2021. Over the next few
years, defections from the
BPF and Congress saw the
UPPL and BJP’s tally increase
to 15 and 14 seats, respectively.

The UPPL-led government
in the BTC, allegedly rendered

There is apparently no
strain in the ties between the
UPPL and the BJP, but the lat-
ter has often indicated it
could befriend the BPF again.
The BJP, reportedly miffed by
a less pliant leadership in the
BTC unlike its counterparts in
the two other tribal councils -
Karbi Anglong Autonomous
Council and North Cachar
Hills Autonomous Council -
under the Sixth Schedule in
Assam, has decided to go it
alone in the BTC polls, likely
to be held by September-end.
Ifthat is not enough, Chief Mi-
nister Himanta Biswa Sarma
began campaigning in the
BTR extensively, claiming that
the region was reaping the be-
nefits of peace because of the
BJP. He also said that the non-
tribal communities would
have nothing to fear in Bodo-
land till he was alive. “Re-
member that you are safe and
have equal rights because the
BJP is here, and there will be
no second-class citizens,” he

the largest plains tribe in the
north-east, and a majority of
the 19 non-Bodo communi-
ties, including the Assamese
and the Bengali-speaking Mus-
lims. Mr. Boro's outreach was
underlined by the Bhutan-in-
spired Bodoland Happiness
Mission launched in 2024 and
a community-based road map
for development of the smal-
lest of communities. Accord-
ing to him, the post-2020 BTR
was vastly different from the
pre-2020 BTR, ruled by insta-
bility and division along com-
munity lines. The UPPL has
been banking on the “unpre-
cedented” peace and associat-
ed development across the
five-district BTR for a second
term, either on its own or in
an alliance.

cause of the BPF’s divorce | bankrupt by the BPF, exuded | said.

from its “big brother”, the | inclusivity in the ildi Bodo did not

Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP). process across the BTR, which | react to the Chief Minister’s al-
The 2020 peace pact, cata- | had a history of conflicts bet- | leged bid to polarise the BTR

Iysed by the influential All Bo- | ween the dominant Bodos, | electorate on ethnic lines. Ho-

wever, the All-Assam Tribal
Sangha condemned State BJP
president Dilip Saikia’s assu-
rance to non-Bodos that the
laws specific to the autono-
mous councils would be
amended for them to pur-
chase land in the tribal blocks
and belts. The BJP’s approach
to the BTC polls indicates a de-
sign to weaken the hold of its
smaller allies in specific areas.
This is evident from its
oblique advice to another re-
gional ally, the Asom Gana
Parishad, to stay away from
the BTC polls.

The Congress and other
non-National Democratic Al-
liance parties have slammed
the BJP’s “divisive” campaign
as a show of desperation to
win the BTC polls.

China’s Ejiao boom kills six million donkeys a year

With its own donkey population depleting, China turns to Africa for hides, hitting vulnerable communities there

| DATA POINT

Sambavi Parthasarathy

ccording to a report pu-
A blished in june by a UK.-
based charity, nearly 6 mil-
lion donkeys are killed every year
globally to produce a traditional
Chinese medicine called Ejiao.
This problem of animal cruelty, ac-
cording to data and reports, is
fuelled by a gap between demand
and supply in China. It has also led
to many other issues spanning
multiple countries across
continents.
The demand for Ejiao in China,
a medicine derived from the gela-
tin in donkey hides, has surged in
recent decades. It is believed to
have many health benefits, such as
improving the immune system and
curing anaemia though these be-
nefits are not scientifically proven.
In 2013, about 3,200 tonnes of
Ejiao were produced, which re-
quired more than 1 million donkey
hides. The amount of Ejiao pro-
duced increased by 390% to
15,700 tonnes in 2021, which re-
quired close to 6 million donkey
hides. The Donkey Sanctuary, a
U.K.-based NGO, estimates in a re-
port, ‘Stolen Donkeys, Stolen Fu-
ture’, that this will increase to
18,000 tonnes by 2027. In other
‘words, China will require 6.8 mil-
lion donkey hides then (Chart 1).
Data shows that meeting this
surging demand for Ejiao, a boom-
ing industry in China, has come at
an unsustainable cost. The donkey
population in China has declined
considerably in recent decades, as
rising demand for donkey hides
has outstripped domestic supply.
The donkey population plummet-
ed from 11 million in 1990 to just 1.5
million in 2023 — that is, by 87% ov-
er in over three decades (Chart 2).
As a result of this supply gap,
China has had to import donkey
hides from countries in South
America, such as Colombia and
Brazil; and in Africa, such as Ethio-
pia, and Kenya. Data shows that
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African countries accounted for
51% of all equine hides imported
by China in the last decade (2015-
2025), followed by South America
and Asia (Chart 3).

Foals, adults, pregnant, or even
injured donkeys are transported in
poor conditions and ultimately
pushed into slaughterhouses to
fuel this international trade. This
poses the risk of not only zoonotic
diseases, but also the exploitation
of already vulnerable donkey pop-
ulations worldwide.

This has been evident in some
African and South American coun-
tries, which have recorded steep
declines in their donkey popula-
tions as a consequence of their
trade with China (Chart 4). In
Egypt, for instance, the population
of donkeys decreased from 3.1 mil-
lion in the 1990s to 1 million in

L n — o
¥ Beast
burden

.. The data for the charts
were sourced from the
Donkey Sanctuary’s
report ‘Stolen Donkeys,
Stolen Futures’, the
Food and Agriculture
Organization of the

~  United Nations Database,

and the General
Administration of
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Customs of the People’s
Republic of China (GACC)
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2020s (68%). Steep declines were Ejiao produced Egypt
also recorded in South Africa, Bra- increased by 390% 3million
zil, and South Africa. 2013 3,200 12mn 015,700 tonnes )

The trade has also come with a 2016 6,000 5500 in anz,d w)lwch 2 million -
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donkeys play a vital role in tran- 2027 18,000 AT torise to 6.8 million 01960 mm
sporting goods and meeting dom- — donkey hides :
estic needs, supporting the liveli- Projected — Brazil
hoods of many poor families.

The Donkey Sanctuary points
out that when donkeys are stolen,
it is often women who are forced
to take on the work that the ani-
mals once did. In Ghana, girls are
even pulled out of school early to
shoulder these burdens.

The report also shows that the
trade has led to a surge in donkey
prices. For instance, the cost of a
donkey in Kenya increased from
£78 in 2016 to £156 in 2019. News
reports show that the price of a
donkey in Pakistan, China’s latest
market, had surged to 32 lakh in
June this year.

Although the African Union im-
posed a continent-wide ban on
donkey exports in 2024, there con-
tinues to be a surge in illegal trade
in donkey hides in many coun-
tries, with families frequently re-
porting that their animals are be-

ing stolen.
- »

Chart 2: Donkey population in China across years (in millions)
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Jatti suggests use of Nagari
as common Script

New Delhi, Aug. 18: The Vice-President, Mr. B.D.
Jatti, to-day pleaded for the use of Nagari script
as an effective instrument to bring about unity,
understanding and integration between
different regions.

He said the use of Nagari script as the link
between the South Indian languages of Tamil,
Telugu, Kannada and Malayalam, and between
the southern and northern languages would
prove of the utmost benefit both to the south
and to the north.

Inaugurating the Nagari Lipi Parishad here,
Mr. Jatti said the South Indian languages were
close to each other but were almost rigidly
confined to their respective regions, because of
difference in script. For a similar reason
northerners were unable to understand
Malayalam or Kannada even though 70 per cent
of the words in these languages were in Sanskrit.

Mr. Jatti said the Devnagari script was
currently in use in the languages of Marathi and
Hindi and with slight variations this script was
being used in many other languages prevalent in
the north. It was also used in the ancient
languages of Sanskrit, Ardharmagadhi and Pali.

“It need hardly be said that the Nagari script
is not needed to learn one’s own language but to
learn a language other than one’s own. This is
necessary if we are to be united and conscious
of our common literary and philosophic
heritage,” he observed.

It had been widely recognised that Devnagari
had advantages as a script which roman and
other scripts did not possess. In it there was no
ambiguity in utterance as there was no
divergence between spelling and pronunciation.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO AUGUST 19, 1925
Chinas coastal traffic

Canton, Aug 18: The Chinese authorities have
drawn up rules with regard to the coastal

igation, providing that of any
nationality except British and Japanese shall be
allowed to run to and from any ports provided
that they omit Hong Kong. All steamers entering
that port must be inspected by a picket of Anti
Imperialist Union. The export of foodstuffs or
any other raw material from island will not be

allowed.
» {
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Fine imposed on Number of candidates Amount sanctioned to  Number of people Land alloted in
Qantas airline for to be fielded by AAP in improve infra in 29 dead in Russian tribal-majority district
illegally sacking staff ~ Guijarat local bodies Amaravati villages gunpowder plant blast  to cement factory

in § million. Qantas decided
9 to sack the workers and

outsource their jobs in August
2020 during the pandemic. Its fine is to be
paid in two parts, the court said, with 50
million Australian dollars going to the
Transport Workers Union and 40 million
being held for future payments. ase

10.000:"

Party president Isudan Gadhvi and general
secretary Manoj Sorathiya released

in % crore. The funds
will be used to
upgrade roads, drains,

drinking water facilities, sewerage systems,
and street lighting, Municipal

papers” for i and
claimed the party has emerged as a
credible political option in the State. ¢

Minister P. N said at
the 51st meeting of the Andhra Pradesh
Capital Region Development Authority. #7i

More than 100 people were
20 wounded, the authorities

said on Monday, as a probe
began into possible industrial safety
violations. The authorities did not officially
name the plant, despite announcing
Monday as a day of mourning in the
region. en

in acres. The Gauhati
99] High Court has slammed

the Assam government
for allotting 3,000 bighas (391 acres) of
land to a private cement factory in the
State’s tribal-majority Dima Hasao district,
and observed whether this is a “joke”. rn
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Who decides nominations to UT Assemblies?

How should members be recommended to the Jammu & Kashmir Legislative Assembly? What does the Government of Union Territories Act, 1963 state with

respect to nominations to the Puducherry Assembly? What was the ‘triple chain of command’ opined by the Supreme Court in 2023?

EXPLAINER

Rangarajan. R

The story so far:
he Union Home Ministry, in its
affidavit before the Jammu &
Kashmir and Ladakh High
Court, has submitted that the
power of the Lieutenant Governor (LG) of
Jammu & Kashmir (J&K) to nominate five
members to the Legislative Assembly of
J&K can be exercised by him without the
aid and advice of its Council of Ministers.

What does the Constitution state?

The Indian Constitution provides for
nominated members in the houses of
Parliament and State legislature. The
provision for nominating two
Anglo-Indian members to the Lok Sabha
and one Anglo-Indian member to State
Legislative A ies was discontinued
in 2020. The Rajya Sabha has 12
nominated members. These members are
nominated by the President on the aid
and advice of the Union Council of
Ministers. In the six States with Legislative
Councils, nearly one-sixth of the
members are nominated. These members
are nominated by the Governors on the
advice of the States’ Council of Ministers.

What about Union Territories?
The composition of the Legislative
Assemblies of three Union Territories
(UT) are governed by acts of Parliament.
Section 3 of the Government of National
Capital Territory of Delhi Act, 1991
provides for 70 elected members in the
Delhi A bly. There are no i d
MLAs in the Delhi Assembly. Section 3 of
the Government of Union Territories Act,
1963 provides for 30 elected members in
the Legislative Assembly of Puducherry. It
also provides that the Union government
may nominate up to three members to
the Puducherry Assembly.

Section 14 of the J&K isation

J&K Assembly, in Jammu on March 7. ANt

Legislative Assembly of J&K.

In addition, Sections 15, 15A and 15B
provide that the LG may nominate a total
of up to five members — two women, two
Kashmiri migrants and one displaced
person from Pakistan occupied Kashmir —
to the J&K Assembly.

What have courts ruled?
The procedure for nomination of
members to the Puducherry Assembly
came up before the Madras High Court in
the K. Lakshminarayanan versus Union of
India (2018) case. The court upheld the
power of the Union government to
3 i .

to the bl

Act, 2019 (as amended in 2023) provides
for a total of 90 elected seats in the

ee
and that it need not be based on the
advice of the UT’s Council of Ministers.

e
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Different metrics: Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Omar Abdullah during the Budget session of the

Nevertheless, considering the importance
of the matter as well as larger principles
involved, the court provided certain
recommendations for consideration of
Parliament. It suggested statutory
amendments to lay down a clear and
unambiguous procedure for nomination
of MLAs. It should provide clarity about
where such nomination should emanate
from and who/which office will exercise
the powers of nomination. However, the
Supreme Court on appeal had set aside
ther dations in this jud, of

ensures democratic accountability. In this
‘triple chain of command’ opined by the
court, civil servants are accountable to
ministers; ministers are accountable to
the legislature; and the legislature is
accountable to the electorate. It therefore
held that the LG is bound by the aid and
advice of the Council of Ministers in all
matters except where the Delhi Assembly
does not have legislative powers. While
this case was related to the appointment
of officers to services in the Delhi
government, the rationale in this
judgment may hold good for nomination
of members to the Assembly as well.

What should be done?

A UT does not enjoy the same status of a
full-fledged State in our federal set up.
However, UTs with Assemblies have their
own elected governments that is
accountable to its population. The
nomination of MLAs does not create any
issue when the same party is in power at
the Centre and the Union Territory.
However, political differences between
the Union government and a UT
government should not derail the
democratic process in the UTs. In smaller
assemblies like that of J&K and
Puducherry, these nominated MLAs can
have the potential of converting a
majority government into a minority one
and vice versa, thereby rupturing popular
mandates.

J&K is a case sui generis for it was a
State till 2019 with even more autonomy
than other States. While the conversion of
J&K into a UT has been upheld by the
Supreme Court, the Union government
has informed the court that it would
restore statehood to J&K at the earliest.
Considering these factors, it is
appropriate that the nomination of five
members to the J&K Assembly is made by
the LG based on the advice of its Council
of Mini This would uphold the

the Madras High Court.

In the Government of NCT of Delhi
versus Union of India (2023) case, the
Supreme Court had delved into the
concept of ‘triple chain of command’ that

democratic principle.

Rangarajan. R is a former IAS officer
and author of ‘Courseware on Polity
Simplified’. He currently trains at Officers
IAS academy. Views are personal.
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The Rajya Sabha has 12
nominated members, These
members are nominated by
the President on the aid and
advice of the Union Council of
Ministers.

v

The composition of the
Legislative Assemblies of three
Union Territories (UT) are
governed by acts of
Parliament.

v

In the Government of NCT of
Delhi versus Union of India
(2023) case, the Supreme Court
had delved into the concept of
‘triple chain of command’ that
ensures democratic
accountability.

How should toll collection
practices be reformed?

What has the Public Accounts Committee of Parliament recommended? What was said about FASTags?

jagriti Chandra

The story so far:
he Public Accounts Committee
(PAQ) of Parliament has
recommended significant
reforms to toll collection
practices on national highways, such as
calling for an end to the perpetual tolling
system. The report was submitted before
Parliament on August 12.

‘What are the key recommendations?
The PAC headed by Congress MP
K.C.Venugopal has advocated for
discontinuing or significantly reducing toll
charges on national highways once the
capital expenditure and maintenance
expenses have been fully recovered. The
Committee expressed concern that
current toll practices allow for indefinite
collection regardless of road quality,
traffic volume, or user affordability,
creating what it termed a “regime of

»

1 ion, traffic bottl ks

perpetual tolling”. The panel hasised
that any continuation of toll collection
beyond cost recovery should only be
permitted with clear justification and
approval from a proposed independent
oversight authority. It proposed
establishing a specialised regulatory
authority to ensure transparency and
fairness in toll determination, collection,
and regulation. The PAC noted that while
toll rates currently increase annually by a
fixed 3% increment plus partial
indexation to the Wholesale Price Index,
there exists no institutional mechanism to
independently evaluate whether these
charges are justified relative to actual
operational and maintenance costs or
future service requirements. The panel
has also insisted that highway users
should receive toll reimbursements when
construction is in progress and
commuters cannot properly utilise the
roadways. Regarding FASTags, the panel
observed that despite their extensive

persist on NHs due to malfunctioning
scanner readings at collection points, and
suggested establishing on-location
services for motorists to top up, buy, or
exchange FASTags.

How is toll determined?
Section 7 of the National Highways Act,
1956 empowers the Government to levy
fees for services or benefits rendered on
national highways while Section 9
empowers the Union government to make
rules in this regard. Accordingly, the
policy for the collection of user fee is
formulated and governed by the National
Highways Fee (Determination of Rates
and Collection) Rules, 2008. The levy of
user fee is based on the base rates fixed
under the NH Fee Rules across the
country and is not related to the cost of
construction or its recovery.

The rates of fees have been increasing
by 3% each year from April 1, 2008. In

order to cover the impact of variable cost
of operation and maintenance, 40% of
annual increase of WPLis provided. The
fee is to be collected by the Union
government if a highway is publicly
funded or by the concessionaire if it
follows any of these models — Build
Operate Transfer (BoT),
Toll-Operate-Transfer (ToT) or developed
under Infrastructure Investment Trust.

An amendment in 2008 allowed user
fees to be collected in perpetuity. So, if
the concession period is over, the
highway is handed over to the National
Highways Authority of India (NHAI), and
the toll collected will go directly to the
Consolidated Fund of India. The toll
collection has gone up from 1,046 crore
in 2005-06 to 255,000 crore in the
financial year 2023-24. Of this ¥25,000
crore will go to the Consolidated Fund of
India, and the remaining to the
concessionaire toll plaza.

How has the Ministry responded?

The Ministry of Road Transport and
Highways acknowledged the Committee’s
concerns and informed the PAC that it has
initiated a comprehensive study with NITI
Aayog to revise the user fee determination
framework. Ministry representatives
indicated that the study’s scope has been
finalised and will cover parameters such
as vehicle operating cost, damage to the
highway due to vehicle use as well as
user’s willingness to pay.

THE GIST
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The PAC headed by Congress
MP K. C. Venugopal has
advocated for discontinuing or
significantly reducing toll
charges on national highways
once the capital expenditure
and maintenance expenses
have been fully recovered.

v

The rates of fees have been
increasing by 3% each year
from April 1, 2008.

v

The Ministry of Road Transport
and Highways acknowledged
the Committee's concerns and
informed the PAC that it has
initiated a comprehensive
study with NITI Aayog to revise
the user fee determination
framework.
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Artisan soap bars. GETTY IMAGES

On soaps and detergents: how they are
made and manufactured

During World War L there was a shortage of natural oils and fats to make soaps, which spurred some industrialists to look for alternatives that could

be synthesised chemically. Thus, the first commercial soap-like detergents emerged in the mid-1930s

R. Vasudevan

here is nothing like a refreshing

bath after a sweaty workout or

a hard day outside. The feeling

of freshness and the pleasant
odour after the bath is the contribution of
the ubiquitous soap. In ancient India,
soap nuts were crushed and used to
clean, as were the bark of certain trees
and specific flowers and leaves. The first
use of soap has been traced back to 2800
BC in Mesopotamia. From there this little
item later spread into Europe. During the
Industrial Revolution, soaps started to be
mass-produced. But even until the 19th
century, soaps were treated as luxury
items and taxed heavily in Europe.

‘What is soap?

Soap is essentially a sodium (Na) or
potassium (K) salt of a fatty acid based on
vegetable oil or animal fat. In chemistry
parlance, soap is represented by the
formula RCOONa or RCOOK, where R is
an organic fatty acid chain and Cand O
are carbon and oxygen atoms,
respectively.

For example, a fatty acid based on
coconut oil contains lauric acid, which
has the formula CzH2410. Similarly, a
palm-based fatty acid will have palmitic
acid, which is represented as CisHx0z.
The corresponding formula of soap with a
lauric acid base will be CuHzCOONa.

Solid soaps are generally sodium salts
while liquid soaps are generally
potassium salts, both of fatty acid chains.

How is soap made?

Traditionally, coconut or olive oil has
been reacted with caustic soda (NaOH) to
produce a crude form of soap. This
process of soap-making was quite slow

and producing it in large quantities was
laborious.

The contemporary process to produce
soap en masse is much faster. The process
begins by converting the triglycerides in
the vegetable oil base to a fatty acid. This
process allows the manufacturer the
flexibility to use different types of
vegetable oils like soya, sunflower or
palm, aside from the more conventional
coconut or olive oil, to make soap. The
fatty acid forms when the vegetable oil is
treated with hot water at a very high
temperature and pressure:

Triglyceride (vegetable oil) + water =
fatty acid + glycerin

The glycerin is refined to remove
moisture and other impurities and
converted to industrial grade or
pharmaceutical grade glycerin, according
to demand. The fatty acid is then used to
make soap by reacting it with caustic soda
(NaOH) in a large vessel:

RCOOH (fatty acid) + NaOH = RCOONa
(soap) + H20

The soap thus produced is extracted
from the mix and dried to remove excess
moisture using vacuum drying. The
resulting mass is then extruded through a
die to produce soap “noodles”. These
strings are much thicker than the noodles
we eat but are much shorter in length.

At this juncture, a critical element of
soap is the total fatty matter (TFM): it is
the percentage of natural oils and fat in
the mass. The higher the TFM, the better
the soap is in terms of its cleaning
performance. At this stage, the moisture
content in the noodles are controlled
depending on the end use. Soap noodles
destined for bathing should have less
moisture content than those destined for
laundering soaps.

The manufacturer moves the soap

noodles into a blender, where they are
mixed with additional ingredients to
achieve the final product. To the fatty
matter and moisture already present in
the noodles, the manufacturer adds
perfume, colour, filler material, and
performance enhancers.

Some popular perfumes in India are
sandal-wood oil, which is natural, or
synthetic alternatives. Similarly, colours
can be plant pigments or synthetic
options like oxides. Soap fillers are
generally talc (that is, magnesium
silicate), sodium silicate or certain
sulphates.

Surfactants also known as surface
active agents, are added to reduce the
surface tension of water and allow the
soap to spread more easily when bathing.
A common surfactant is sodium lauryl
sulphate. Depending on the brand, some
manufacturers also add antifungal,
antibacterial (e.g. triclosan), and other
medicinal additives (e.g. tea-tree oil or
neem oil) to the soap.

Once the soap formulation is complete,
the manufacturer extrudes the blended
mixture to produce long soap bars, which
are then stamped in a die into the desired
shape, size, and weight as individual soap
cakes. Finally, they are wrapped in a
specifically designed wrapper and packed
in cartons for shipment.

The technologies and automation in
soap-making have advanced significantly
over the years such that automatic
production lines can deliver 600700
soaps per minute (100 gm each) today.

‘Why do soaps clean?

A soap molecule has two ends: one end
attracts water (that is, it's hydrophilic) and
the other end repels water (hydrophobic).
Thanks to the presence of surfactants,

soap also tends to reduce the surface
tension of water, allowing it to spread
more evenly.

During a cleaning activity, the
hydrophobic end is attracted or embeds
itself in grease or dirt while the
hydrophilic end stays attached to water.
The act of scrubbing and rinsing then
dislodges the dirt, which flows out along
with the water. The detergents used to
wash clothes, utensils, various surfaces,
etc. are also liquid soaps in a way — but
their formulation consists of a large
amount of surfactants along with
additives like bleach, fragrances, and
dyes.

During World War I, there was a
shortage of natural oils and fats to make
soaps, which spurred some industrialists
to look for alternatives that could be
synthesised chemically. Thus, the first
commercial soap-like detergents emerged
in the mid-1930s.

Depending on the formulation,
detergents have the ability to soften hard
water making the cleaning action more
effective. However, their surfactants are
known to be environmentally unfriendly.
The use of phosphates has spurred
concerns about nutrient pollution in the
soil and some sulphonates have been
known to linger in the environment for
many years. In light of these concerns,
chemical engineers are currently
developing more biodegradable
surfactants and enzymes that can replace
phosphates.

Both soaps and detergents are a part of
our everyday lives today, so any effort that
makes them more ecofriendly should be
welcome.

R. Vasudevan has a decade’s experience
in the manufacture of soaps and fatty
acids.
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August 19 is celebrated as World Photography Day. A quiz on the same

Prathmesh Kher

A
QUESTION 1

What historical breakthrough does World
Photography Day pay tribute to?

A

QUESTION 2

Who first suggested that a dedicated day
should be set aside for photography, and
when did the idea take shape?

[N

QUESTION 3

Who introduced the word ‘photography’,
and what meaning does it carry?

A

QUESTION 4

What steps were involved in producing a
daguerreotype image in the 19th century?
[

QUESTION 5

Before Daguerre's invention, what

process did Joseph Nicéphore Niépce A

devise, and what landmark image did it Visual question:

yield? Identify the image and explain its significance.
»

Questions and Answers to the
previous day’s daily quiz: 1. He is
known as the son of the god Apollo,
and the staff he held in his hand, is still
relevant today in medicine. Ans:
Ascelpius, after whom the rod with
the snake twirled on is named

2. This goddess in south Indian folklore
is believed to have protected children
from the pox. Ans: Mariamma

3.In Japanese myth, Sukunabikona is
credited with inventing this drink. Ans:
Sake

4. Roman myth boasts of this goddess
who could protect people from fever
and malaria, Ans: Febris

5. In Egyptian mythology, this goddess
could unleash her messengers to cause
plagues upon populations. Ans:
Sekhmet

Visual: The twins mentioned in the Rig
Veda. Ans: Ashvini Kumaras

Early Birds: Tamal Biswas| Arun
Kumar Singh| Sudhir Thapa| Piyali Tuli|
Arjun Debnath

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Know your
English

K. Subrahmanian
S. Upendran

“Hello there! And how are you this
morning?”

“What's wrong with you? You seem to
be in a cheerful mood this morning!”

“I've got a good reason to be in a
cheerful mood. I got a letter from my
cousin Ravi yesterday. He’s coming here
next week.”

“That’s nice. I haven’t seen Ravi since
he was knee-high to a grasshopper.”

“Since he was what?”

“Knee-high to a grasshopper. It means
short and small as a child.”

“Isee. When I was knee-high to a
grasshopper, 1 was very cute. Can I say
that?”

“No!™

“Why not?”

“Because you could never have been
cute! Your mother told me the other day
she had nightmares looking at you.”

“Ha! Ha! Very funny. Here's another
example. I have two nieces, both
knee-high to a grasshopper. My next door
neighbour has... oooh, that hurts.”

“What’s the matter?”

“It’s my stomach. It really hurts.”

“It must be all that rabbit food that you
ate last night. It probably...”

“...rabbit food! I didn’t eat any rabbit
food.”

“Of course, you did. You ate a lot of
salad, didn’t you?”

“You mean salad is sometimes referred
to as rabbit food?”

“That’s right. Salad and green
vegetables are sometimes jokingly
referred to as rabbit food. For example, [
hate rabbit food. Give me a fried puri any
day”

“My father thinks that we need to have
a little more rabbit food in our diet.”

“Rabbit food tends to be full of vitamin
C. It’s good for you.”

“Then, why don’t you eat it?”

“Because it disagrees with me.”

“Disagrees with you! Ha! Ha! That's a
good one. How can green vegetables
disagree with you? Can the vegetables talk
to you?”

“No!”

“Then what are you talking about?”

“When you say something disagrees
with you, it means eating it upsets your
stomach or makes you feel unwell. For
example, pumpkins always disagree with
me.”

“Isee. Can I say garlic disagrees with
me?”

“You certainly can. Here’s another
example. Milk disagrees with a lot of

eople.”

“You mean they cannot even eat ice
cream?”

“That’s right. They cannot even eat ice
cream.”

“That’s terrible. Instead of saying, milk
disagrees with me, can I say, milk doesn’t

ee with me?”

“You certainly can.”

“Well, in that case, you are wrong to
say that rabbit food doesn’t agree with
me. It certainly does agree with me.”

“Whatever you say Bugs Bunny!”

Published in The Hindu on September
9, 1997.

Word of the day

Meander:

abend or curve, as in a stream or river; an
aimless amble on a winding course; to move or
cause to move in a sinuous, spiral, or circular
course

Synonyms: ramble, thread, wander,
weave, wind

Usage: this path meanders through the
vineyards.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/meanderpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /mizn.da()/
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Cutting the clutter

GST reforms, not a day too late

n his Independence Dayaddress, Prime

Minister Narendra Modi unveiled a proposal

that would amount to a sweeping reform of the
GST system. The proposed reforms of GST rates
would amount to making ‘essential and aspirational
goods’ cheaper, removing anomalies such as inverted
duties and resolving clutter with respect to
classification.

Aclutter of rates was always considered
to be against the spirit of the ‘good and
simple’ tax, and hence the Prime Minister’s
proposal, coming after the completion of
eightyears of GST, has not come a moment
too late. This proposal — details of which
were reported in a section of the media —
has been sent to the Group of Ministers on
rate rationalisation, linked to the GST
Council, set up in July 2024. This GoM has
ministerial representatives from Bihar,
Uttar Pradesh, Karnataka, Kerala and West
Bengal. Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman is expected to address the GoM
very soon in a bid to kickstart the process of
consultation with States, even as a Diwali
deadline looks rather ambitious. Before
going into specifics of this proposal, itis
important to appreciate what a rate
rationalisation exercise at this juncture is
expected to achieve. A reduction inlevies of
mass consumption goods as well as
discretionaryitems is expected to boost
consumption at a time whenurban demand
in particular is not looking upbeat, as the
Reserve Bank of India has noted in recent
times. Crucially, it could offset at least a part
of the impact of the tariff shock on labour
intensive exports, giving small and medium
units a lifeline.

The move is an economic stimulus ina
time of global uncertainty. In its essence,
the proposal deals with doing away with the
28 per centand 12 per cent slabs, expanding
the 5 per centand 18 per cent slabs, and
creatinga 40 per cent slab for demerit
goods. Over 99 per cent of the goods in the
12 per cent bracket (processed foods,
butter, apparel and mobile phones) will
+ move to 5 per cent (footwear, apparel and

some processed foods). And similarly, over
90 per cent of the items in the 28 per cent
category (cars, ACs, refrigerators and
premium motorbikes) will move to the 18
per cent category, which is the rate forall
services, besides some consumer goods. So,
we are left with an expanded 5 per cent slab
for mass consumption goods (including
those meant for exports); an 18 per cent one
for ‘aspirational’ items and all services (a
slab which will bring most of the revenue);
and a 40 per cent slab for ‘demerit goods’.

There can be no convincing argument
against this ‘demerit’ rate. It offsets the
revenue foregone from the slab rejig; those
who can afford premium products should be
taxed. The Centre has a tough task in seeing
these reforms through in time for the
festival season, which is just about a month
away; it is even less in Kerala with Onam just
afortnight away. With the process being a
lengthy one, it can only be hoped that the
GST Council can be convened early and will
doits job with alacrity.

X
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RAVIKANTH

R SESHASAYEE

nthe dinand noise of the tariff
torpedoes unleashed
unreasonably by the Trump
Administration, and of the
consequent debates, a major
threat and an opportunity relating toan
extremely important element of India’s
global trade might not have received
adequate attention: Trade in services.

Withincreasing prosperity across
nations, services’ share of global GDP
has increased dramatically to 70 per
cent. Correspondingly, global trade in
services has also surged. The WTO
reports that in the last three decades,
global trade in commercial services,
including Mode 3 (which involves
setting up commercial establishments
torender services in the importing
country) has exploded from 19 per cent
042 per cent of total global trade.

Given the AT and accompanying
digital revolutions, besides increasing
global prosperity, there is little doubt
that, in the coming years, services will
dominate global trade, far outstripping
trade in goods.

Despite all the turbulence in the US
economy, it’s equally certain that US
would continue to be the largest market
for services exports. The
entrepreneurial talent of India sniffed
the opportunity for export of services.
early enough and has systematically
built a cadence of enterprises ranging
from mega to small, over the last five
decades. India’s service exports reached
$340billion in 2023-24, accounting for
44 per cent of total exports, including
goods. While more than half of these are
IT/IT-related services, over a third is
accounted for by engineering, financial
services, consultancy, legal services, etc.,
itisanticipated that India’s exports of
services will outpace exports of goods by
2030.

Expectedly, the largest destination for
India’s service exports is the US, with 70
per cent share in IT/ IT-related services.

THE LOOMING THREAT
Exports of services do not attract
protective tariffs, but they have been
subject to other types of barriers, such as
visa restrictions and non-recognition of
professional degrees, from various
countries. The emotional impact of
buying hosiery made in India froma
departmental store in San Francisco is
vastly different to that of letting ina
Indian janitor into the bathroom inan
American home. Hence Mode 4
involving movement of natural persons
to importing countries, had been one of
the most contentious issues in the WTO
discussions between India and the
Western countries. This tension is
bound to escalate further, given an
increasingly non-inclusive world.

Inthe past, there have been episodic
and even unreasonable restrictions
placed by countries, especially the US,
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Services trade — the
queen in the chessboard

BE ON GUARD. Changing context poses both challenges and opportunities for India

on movement of professionals or natural
persons, but these have been reasonably
well managed and got over without
political confrontations. It would be
unwise to assume that US would remain
benign with regard to import of services
without extracting some kind of a price,
given the likelihood of rising
unemployment in the US, evenif the
political equations between the two
countries were to return to normalcv mn
the coming months.

In the last seveml decades, India has
been able to build the export market for
services, leveraging its comparative
advantages of easy availability of skilled
manpower, as well as lower costs.
Besides the growing risk of
protectionism in the US, this leverage
might be upended, with Al threatening
to replace human effort through
intelligent systems. While the Indian IT
sector leaders are already rapidly
pivoting to integrate Al in their service
offerings, depending less on cost
arbitrage, there is still a large number of
medium and small firms who continue
to provide manpower, commonly
described as body shopping, who will
need to reimagine their service offerings
and business models.

India has over 1,700 Global Capability
Centres, mostly belonging to US
corporations, employing over two

With Al destabilising job
markets in the West in
the coming years, we
should expect that the cry
for protectionism would go
beyond factory jobs to
service jobs as well

million people. The output from these
are direct imports of services by the US
corporations. While there might not be
imminent threat to the existence or even
growth of these large pools of
employment, it would be prudent to
develop scenarios and develop
appropriate policy interventions to
incentivise their continuation and
growth, in the event of an adversarial
move by the US.

‘With Al destabilising job markets in
the West in the coming years, we should
expect that the cry for protectionism
would go beyond factoryjobs to service
jobs as well. There are already reports of
tightening H-1B visa regulations in the
USand this could get worse in the
coming years.

‘The common consensus is that Al will
notaffect manual services such as those
of carpenters, plumbers and nurses, but
the Western society will take time to
reorient skills to suit the market
demand. It’s not easy fora college
graduate to migrate from a software
engineering job to that of anurse.

RESPONSE TO TARIFF ASSAULT
There has been a great deal of justifiable
anger in India against the Trump
Administration as a result of the tariff
assault. Reactions have ranged from
retaliatory tariffs, to not g0

despite the unsettling rhetoric, the need
to protect and even promote trade in
services cannot be overemphasised.

IMPROVING COMPETITIVENESS
‘While the major component of services
exports, viz., I'T/ IT services have
established their global competitiveness
beyond doubt, it would not be
unreasonable to say thata part of this
competitiveness rests on the
comparative advantage of cheaper
manpower. In a world that would
increasingly look for competitiveness
based on intellectual property, there
needs to be a reorientation amongst
smaller players to deepen innovation,
particularlyin deep tech. This is best
taken up ina mega mission mode by
leading academic institutions like the
ITsand the IISc as a mission.

There isa more fundamental
transformation needed in the areas of
services relating to legal, accounting,
medical and educational services. Justas
the quality of Indian manufactured
goods improved dramatically after the
market was opened up to foreign
competition, there is a strong case to
open up these services to foreign
competition. Our human talent is
second to none and we could safely
expect that services would unprove theu‘

d

pressures to cut back oil imports from
Russia. Ithas been correctly argued that
if youbow down once toa bu]]y, youbow
down forever. But geopolitics is more
than wounded egos. In the complex
calculus, it's important to include the
significant dependence on the US for
trade in services, which also has the
potential for phenomenal growth.

As India pursues a diligent path to
conclude trade agreements with the US

competiti
address opportunities in the global
markets, including the US. Thereis also
aneed for these services to integrate Al
and wrap the services digirally.
Insummary, trade in services
deserves greater attention and policy
action in the ongoing trade feud.

‘Thewriter s former Chairman, The Adyar Cancer
Instituteand Chairman, Executive Committee of
Hinduja National Hospital. Views are personal

Jammu and Kashmir’s escalating heat crisis

Apart from a spike in heat-related health ailments, the output of apples, saffron and paddy has been impacted

—
Bilal Gani

the most ecologically fragile

J ammu and Kashmir (J&K), one of

primary sectors. Agriculture and
horticulture — contributing 20 per cent
to the Union Territory’s GDP —are
suffering due to declining snow-melt
and erratic rainfall. Apple and saffron

regions of the isnow
facing an unprecedented heat crisis.
Snow-less winters, record-breaking
June temperatures exceeding 37°C in
Srinagar (nearly 10°C above normal),
and prolonged dry spells signal a
dangerous new climate reality. The
rising temperatures, triggered by both
global climate shifts and unchecked
regional development, are threatening
public health and undermining a largely
agrarian economy,

The climate crisis is reshaping life in
J&K with unimaginable consequences.
Hospitalsare reporting a rise in cases of
heatstroke, dehydration,and
cardiovascular stress. Health advisories
have become more frequent, with
government data showing a marked
increase in outpatient visits related to
heat-linked ailments. Last month alone,
more than 900 people were treated for
heat-related tiredness and dehydration
at SMHS and SKIMS hospitals.

‘The frequent escalation in heatwave
directlyundermines the region’s

yield: s of Kashmir”

have seenup toa 25 per cent decline in
some districts over the past two years.
These crops are being badly affected
both in terms of quality and production
due to erratic temperatures.

FALLING WATER LEVELS

The prolonged dry spells have a direct
bearing on the region’s agriculture
production, by significantly affecting
water bodies and reducing water-levels
in the major streams and impacting
irrigation. Government data reveals that
paddy cultivation in J&K has shrunk by
more than 11,000 hectares over the last
five years. Rice is a staple food for the
majority of people in the Valley and in
some Jammu areas.

Climate change has altered the
weather of the region, which generally
experiences temperate to sub-tropical
climate. The increasing temperature in
J&K region is leading to warmer winters
and hotter summers, severely disrupting
the natural cycles of many species. Apart

ERRATIC WEATHER. Affecting the
quality of apple produce

from changing global weather
phenomenon, some local factors have
precipitated climate change in the
region. Decades of deforestation (over
10 per cent forest loss since 2000,
according to Global Forest Watch), rapid
urbnmsauon and hydropower

J&K requires infrastructural
developmentand better
road-connectivity, but these shouldn’t
be at the cost of damage to the
envn'onment and land degradation. The

y-project to
South Kashmirand [he newly approvcd
Highway projectto Poonch via
Doodhpathri and Yusmarg forests in
Central Kashmir will wreak havoc on the
virgin pastures and lead to catastrophic
deforestation in the region.

Aholistic approach requires that
development be aligned with local
ecological settings and the preservation
of rich species that depend on such
ecology. Itis imperative to have
alternative sources of power-generation
such as solar and wind energy. Use of
renewable energy will reduce over five
million tonnes of carbon emissions
annually. The farmers should be

bilised the local
ecosystem, leadmi, o receding water
levels in the Jhelum River and shrinking
wetlands. The rapid urbanisation and
excessive exploitation of the resources
by cutting down trees and rapid illegal
riverbed mining have damaged the
already shrinking resources, thereby
threatening the fragile ecosystem.

drogrowecl
crop varieties and adopt Sus(amable
agricultural practices. A comprehensive
policy could prevent J&K from
becoming another Himachal Pradesh or
Uttarakhand.

Thewriter is faculty of Political Studies, Government
Degree College Beerwah, J&K
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Cciti

The editorial "Wrong SIR” (August
18) has rightly affirmed that Election
Commission of India (ECI) is not the

economically deprived sections of
population. Under these
circumstances, the direction of the

d the socially and

existing four-tiered system into just
two slabs — 5 per centand 18 per
cent — the government aims to
rationalise taxation, simplify

Improving tax compliance
The GST rate rationalisation
proposal is welcome. However, for
GSTto fully deliver, two reforms are

and reduce disputes.
Arul Mozhi Varman
Sivakasi, TN

appropriate authority for
adjudicating the citizenship status of
aperson, but itis in the domain of
Parliament. While the exclusions

apex court to the ECl toaccept
‘Aadhaar asa proof of identity
appears to be the best way to set
unnecessary controversies at rest.

compliance,and ease the financial
pressuires on both consumers and
MSMES, which contribute
significantly to national output.

vital. First, stamp duty should be
brought under GST witha fair
revenue-sharing model.Thi will
tions more

This refers to ‘Can straw-fired power
plants help end stubble burning?”
(August 18). This has limitations in

from revised rolls are quite large, Kosaraju Chandramouli By stimulating domestic transparent and accountable, view of seasonal changes in crop
those who are excluded would be Hyderabad consumptionand providing a buffer reducing black money circulation. production. Alternately, the
clueless about why they are not on against external shocks, the GST Currently, stamp dutyisasunkcost, ~ government must promote
SiRlist when they have been voting GST reform reset merelyas fiscal i tray

for decades. Hopefully, they will
know when the list of exclusions are
published by the EClas per the apex
court’s directions. In addition, if the

Apropos GST reform, and welcome
economic stimulus’ (August 18), the
proposed GST reform is being hailed
asatimelyand strategic economic

housekeeping but as a deliberate
counter-cyclical strategy to
safeguard India’s economic
trajectory ina turbulent geapolitical

manure by using decomposers. Mass
organic farming has remained at
discussion levels since farmers are
wary of yield loss in switching from

encouraging off-the-books deals.
Second, aseamless Input Tax Credit
(ITC) systemis essential. Frequent
credit denials due to mismatches

“I think the rains have knocked off a few cell towers!

v " i & " burden of proof of citizenship is stimulus, crafted to reinforce India’s landscape. burden honest businesses. A fully «chemical farming to organic..
o ) orence! e
I could o lete the call without any. . ’e’ﬁ L shifted from the state to the peaple, growth momentum amid global N Sadhasiva Reddy automated, transparent ITC M:
itwill beanimpossible task for the volatility. by restructuring the Bengaluru mechanism will enhance compliance ~ Halekere Village, Karnaraka
1021 i 10, i ol Avea, B dra, AnekalTaiuk THG PUBLISHING PVT LTD. ? 1SN 09717528
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Tete-e-tete in Alaska

Trump-Putin meet: More hype than substance

—
Sridhar Krishnaswami

hen Air Force One
‘ ;s ; pulled up its wheels
from Joint Base
Elmendorf-Richardson in
Anchorage, Alaska, US President
Donald Trump was heading home
with a conviction that his meeting
with Russian President Vladimir
Putin was not adamp squib.
‘There might be a sense of
disappointment thata deal of
even a ceasefire of sorts had not
been achieved but perhaps a
framework of one had been
discussed with the Russian leader

MIXED BAG. US President Donald

Trump with Russian President
Viadimir Putinat Joint Base
Elmendorf-Richardson in Anchorage,
Alaska, US (file photo) reuress

remarking that an

“understanding” had been absence of Ukrainian

reached before going on to warn participation.

Europe not to “torpedo the Down the line more light will

nascent progress”. be shed on why the one-on-one
But there was at least one major ~ between Trump and Putin turned

intoa three-on-three with the
American President having
Secretary of State Marco Rubio
and Special Envoy Steve Witkoff;
and President Putin with his
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov

takeaway from the summit: Putin
saying that the war in the Ukraine
would not have started had
Trump been in office in 2022. Or
as Trump later put it: “Thisisn’t
my war, This is Biden’s war. Biden

screwed this up”. and foreign policy advisor Yuri
“We had an extremely Ushakov.
productive meeting, and many Those on the The American

points were agreed to,” Trump
said adding “One is probably the
most significant, but we havea

side perhaps did not want their
President to be alone with the
wily former KGB Chief who has

very good chance of getting seen many American leaders both

there.” while serving the Russian
Federationand the erstwhile

BALL IN ZELENSKIY COURT Soviet Union.

Atthe peak of the 2024 political

season in the US, Trump made it MEETING IN THE ‘BEAST’

look like the conflict in the But for quite sometime no one

Ukrainewould end on DayOneof ~ will know what actually

his stint at the Oval Office. transpired during the 10-minute
But some eight months down limousine ride that Putin had in

theline all that he could say in the “Beast” with Trump.

Alaska was that “I think we are There are any number of things

the two leaders could have talked
about with not having toworry
about even the presence of
interpreters: the modalities of an
immediate truce leadingtoa
permanent solution; status of
territories; and relations between
Ukraine and Europe with specific

prettyclose toa deal” making the
point that it was now up to the

Ukrainian President, Volodymyr
Zelensky, and Europe to sewitall

up.

“Now, it’s really up to President
Zelenskiytogetitdone. And 1
would also say the European

nations, they havetogetinvolved  reference tothe NATO.

alittle bit. But it’s up to President The private moments that
Zelenskiy... And if they'd like, I'll leaders share are always seen as
be at that next meeting,” Trump critical.

Leaders like the President of
France, Emmanuel Macron and

told Sean Hannity of Fox News
after his meeting with Putin in

The dollar’s present and future

Trump’s actions have hastened the decline of dollar. Its
future hinges on US financial dominance
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important tendencies that are likely to
be greatly accelerated and intensified by
recent US behaviour.

Figure 1 provides trends in two of
these indicators: the share of foreign

nthe living memory of most

people on earth, the world

economy has been characterized

by the hegemony of the US

dollar. For the most part, that has
beenvery much a reflection of US
economic, financial and military
dominance, even as it has also
contributed greatly to that. As the

ist Charles Kindlet had

pointed out many decades ago, money is
about power, and international money is
about international power.

Yet the fact that American economic
‘power has been on the wane fora while
now is well known. And this obviously
raises questions about the future of US
dollar hegemony as well. This matter has
come to global centre stage in the wake
of the chaos and confusion unleashed by
US President Donald Trump’s tariff wars
ostensibly meant to reduce US bilateral
trade deficits, which have been
combined with an apparently
contradictory attempt to maintain
dollar supremacy.

There are now two distinct views
about whether the US dollar will
maintain its current powerful status.
One posits that US economic power is
clearly on a declining trend, possibly
accelerated by Trump’s policies, so the
dollar’s role will inevitably diminish.
There are different views on whether
this means that another currency (most
likely the Chinese RenMinBi) will take
its place, or rather a period of
uncertainty will set in, with several
contenders (including the dollar) but no
clear “winner”.

The other position argues that despite
recent tendencies, the fthe

ge reserves held in US dollars,
and the share of US Treasury Securities
held by foreign investors. Bothare
indications of the dollar’s importance as
astore of value. While the dollar’s share
of forex reserve holding is still
significant at 58 per cent, it has come
down significantly since the turn of the
century, when it was as high as 72 per
cent —a decline of more than one-third.
The pattern of foreign holding of US
Treasury Bills is similar: the share of
foreign investors holding these assets
rose sharply in the first two decades of
this century to nearly half, peaking at
47.8 per centin 2015Q1, but since then
this has declined to 34 per centin
2024Q4 — avery significant declineina
relatively short period of time.

GOLD BUYING SURGES

This has been accompanied by a
significant increase in the holding of
goldin official reserve assets, especially
since 2010, as shown in Figure 2.
Between 2010 and 2014, the amount of
gold held as forex reserves increased by
58 per cent, equivalent to 173 mn fine
troy ounces. This shows an interestingly
divergent pattern across rich nations
and middle income countries. The rich
countries shown in Figure 2 either
maintained the same level of gold stocks
involume terms (US, Italy, Switzerland,
France) or slightly lower (Germany).

By contrast, many countries in the
rest of the world increased their official
gold holdings, with Russia (29 per cent)
and China (22 per cent) accounting for
more than half of this. India also
increased gold holding, accounting for
4.6 per cent of the increase.

This pattern has become more
ed in the recent past, with

dollar is likely to continue into the
medium term, because it is the only
currency able to provide the role of
global store of value and thereby
function as the numeraire commodity for
international transactions,

DOLLAR REIGNS

Both perspectives have some validity to
them, simply because, as Table 1 shows,
the indicators themselves appear to be
somewhat contradictory. When the US
dollar emerged as clearly hegemonic
after the Second World War, in a system
cemented by the Bretton Woods

fe in 1944, the US accounted

Alaska. the Japanese Prime Minister
Inspite of the optics and Shinzo Abe, had also been alone

atmospherics the bottomline in with Trump in the “Beast”, but
the words of Trump “There’s no Putin is different. He has been in
deal until there’s a deal”; still the crosshairs of manyan

-+ rating his meeting with Putin “ten ~ American President perceived as
out of ten”. Trump may be a aruthless autocrat, responsibl
businessman known for cutting for the start of many conflictsand
deals but he also knows the alsoallegedly interfering in

political environments of America
and Europe — calling the summit
afailure in the absence of an
accord and deeming ita “sellout”
ifa deal had been reached in the

American domestic politics.
The writer is a senior journalist who has

reported from Washington DC on North
Americaand United Nations.

thehindubusinessline.
TWENTY YEARS AGO TODAY.

August 19,2005

Mauritius firm told to cut stake in Centurion to 10 pc

The Reserve Bank of India has asked the Foreign Investment Promotion Board
(FiPB) to direct Mauritius based investment firm Kephinance Investment
(Mauritius) Pte Ltd to bring down its stake in Centurion Bank Ltd to the
prescribed limit of 10 per cent.

Cabinet seeks more details on KRL merger with BPCL

The Finance Minister, Mr P. Chidambaram, today said that the Union Cabinet
has sought more information on the proposed merger of Kochi Refineries Ltd
(KRL) with BPCL. The Cabinet is understood to have taken up the issue but no
decision could be arrived at. The boards of the two companies had approved a
swap ratio of 4:9 in January this year. BPCL holds 54.81 per cent stake in KRL,
which operates a standalone refinery that process 7.5 million tonnes a year.

WTO talks: ‘Address concerns of exporters’

The ongaing negotiations in the World Trade Organisation (WTO) on trade
facilitation must address the concerns of exporters in developing countries
since the current conditions suggest strong handicaps for the developing
world, the Union Minister of Commerce & Industry, Mr Kamal Nath, said.

for one-third of global GDP and one-half
of international trade. It clearly
dominated over Europe, still devastated
by the effects of the war, and was a net
creditor to the United Kingdom, whose
pound sterling was the previous
monetary hegemon. But in 2024, the
picture is much more complicated.

The US nowaccounts for onlya
quarter of global GDP, and less than 17
per cent of global trade. Yet it still
dominates in export invoicing (more
than half) and 57 per cent of all official
foreign exchange reserves. Even more
tellingly, no less than 88 per cent of all
foreign exchange transactions involve
US dollars. No other rival currency
comes anywhere close. It may not be
surprising, then, that it is still used as the
currency peg or anchor for all other
currencies, despite recent volatility in
its value and uncertainty about US
economic policies.

Nevertheless, there are straws in the
wind portending change. It is important
tonote that these indicators —and the
dataused in this analysis — predate
Trump’s “Liberation Day” tariffs and the
aggressive US bargaining positions
taken with several trading partners, such
as India, Brazil and others, which are
likely to push them to consider
alternative trading and financial
arrangements with much greater
urgency. These are medium term trends
over the past decade, which point to

P
several other countries like South Korea
and Japan also becoming significant
buyers of gold. A recent move by the
Chinese government may also have
implications for the gold market. If it
does require insurers to allocate 1 per
cent of assets to gold by drawing down
on US dollar holdings, this would
sharply increase global demand for gold.

Nevertheless, the US dollar still
accounts for the vast majority of
financial transactions. One reason for
this is its hold on the debt market. As
Figure 3 shows, it holds a dominant and
increasing share of foreign currency
debtissuance.

This is probably why the US Federal
Reserve’s ownindex of USD
international usage, which is a weighted
average of each currency’s share of
globally disclosed forex reserves (25 per
cent weight), forex transaction volume
(25 per cent), foreign currency debt
issuance (25 per cent), foreign currency
and international banking claims (12.5
per cent), and foreign currency and
international banking liabilities (12.5
per cent) finds the index to be largely
stable since 2010.

Indeed, as indicated in Figure 4, it
even finds that the US dollar’s share of
international payment has gone up
substantially in the same period, from 32
per centin 2010 to 47 per cent in 2024.

In other words, it is the US control
over global financial markets that really
drives its significance today. Its future
therefore depends crucially on whether
itisable to retain that control.

The US now accounts for
only a quarter of global
GDP, and less than 17 per
cent of global trade. Yet it
still dominates in export
invoicing (more than half)
and 57 per cent of all official
foreign exchange reserves

B
Dollar dominance

Significance in the global economy in 2024 (% shares)
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EASY

ACROSS

01. Place where wounded are
treated; changing-place (8-4)
08. Elegant, courteous (8)
09, One-sided inclination (4)
11. Examination of

DOWN

accounts (5)

12. Moved with bar on
fulerum (7)

13. Magnetic ribbon (4)

15. Leg joint (4)

19. Bony pike (7)

20, Close-fitting (5)

22. Possesses (4)

23. Overwhelm, overrule (8)
24, Supervises (12)

Killing (12)

02. Raging, fanatical (5)
03.Upper house of US
legislature (6)

04, Frozen water-dropping (6)
05, Greek short @’ (7)

06. Mishap; accidental

07. Useful, of benefit to one (12)
10. Clinging evergreen (3)

14, Root vegetable (7)

16. Theatre orchestra
accommodation (3)

17. Not bearded ()

18. Die without nourishment (6)
21. Covetousness (5)

NOT SO EASY

ACROSS

treated (8-4)

08. Elegant and carefree-as a bird one let loose (8)
09, Prejudice of one surrounded by graduates (4)
11. Verify accounts of fraud itemised internally (5)

intoxicated (5)

follow (12)

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2763

ACROSS 1. Lavish 8. Igloo 9. Consult 11. Patience 12. Jelly 15. Loft 16. Way 17. Oust 19. Belly 21. Pathetic 24. Nothing 25. Manic 26. Dormer
DOWN 2. Alone 3. Insulate 4. Help 5. Limit 6. Flan 7. Poke 10. Tarpaulin 12. Jolt 13. Together 14. Stay 18. Fetch 20. Lance 21. Pomp 22. Tune 23. Cold

More Newspajer and Magazines Telegram Channel join Search https://t.me/sharewithpride (@sharewithpride)

01. Space to change here where wounds are

12. Soundly prized when led around for an eternity (7)
13. Measure of liquor to make a recording of (4)

15. Pat and Ella joined in part of it (4)

19. Sort of pike the RAF sigh about (7)

20. Money may be in short supply for the

22. Admits to seeing topless dresses (4)
23, Overrule one, or beaver will turn to it (8)
24. Oversees distribution of purse one means to

DOWN

02. Fanatical way to be afflicted with hydrophobia (5)
03. Legislative body is seen at variance with it (6)

04. Example of frozen motion makes one join circle

right away (6)

05. Little ‘O from a Greek could be moronic (7)

06. s mad about speculative enterprise - bad luck! (12)
07. It’s useful to save a toad gun was out to get (12)

10. Roman historian who lost his head to a clinging

type (3)

14.1t's even a bargain as a vegetable (7)

16. Where racing drivers stop to take the stones out (3)
17. Have to appear among Poles without a beard (6)

18. If harvest is topped off with confusion one will get no
food (6)

21, Awish for too much to be settled without a leader (5)
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Getting Ready for a
Post-Phone World

Smartphones will cede space to smarter devices

Lastmonth, Samsung introduced two new phones that fea-
ture foldable screens. Z Fold 7 can turn into a tablet; Z Flip
is an old-school flip-phone with smartphone capabilities.
Together, these two may be upsetting Apple’s cart — Sam-
sungsma::ketsharem the US in Q22025 is up from 23% to
31% (Apple’s is down from 56% t049% ). This could be well
be a sign of larger shifts to come. The smartphone as we
know it has evolved from being an instrument with but-
tonsandfoldingscreenstoitscurrentform, whereitisato-
uch-sensitivesandwich of metaland glass. Manufacturers
aretryingtogetarounddesign constraintsby pushingcus-
tomers towards tablets and watches. Yet, these don’t seem
to be reversing flattening sales. Tech companies are inves-
tinginanarray of potential successor gadgetslike gl:

l CHAPATI :Z Achillis setting in that will take a long time torecover in the India-US relationship

verthepastfewweeks, asthe
India-US relationship has
| nearimploded, several opi-
|
4 nionsandassessments have
emerged. Most analysts ha-
ve been measured and thoughtful, and
atte\npted o1 d.lscem lhelung \'xew Oth-

wristhands and even tattoos, The most audacious effort is
to implant devices in the brain— Elon Musk’s Neuralink,
for instance —to connect with compu-
ters through thought.

No one is sure what device will re-
place thesmartphone, or even if there
willbe onedevicetoruleitall in thefu-

uninform-

ed rangingfromamateurstalking!

ugh their hats to (former) profession-

alsopining through their golf caps.
Tobesure, any consequential policy

eplsode must see a reckoning and self-

appraisal wi nment. This
is to be expected in an accountable de-
mocracy Theexternalaffairs ministry,

PM

have advocated recldess and adventu-
rist dian minis-

ture. There is, however,
that phones and computers, which ne-
ed to ‘sleep’, won't be around in their
currentform. Alfirmsaretryingtoimagine devices that
sidestep the on-off binary of the currentstate of compu-
ting. Chipmakers are hedging their bets for a future
whenthe. tp) doesn'tdominate, L kersare
experimenting with holographic interfaces.

Even if the smartphone were to walk into the sunset, it
would have spawned a hardware revolution to make com-
puting more available to consumers than it is now. Perso-
nal computing is entering new territory where physical
and emotional conditions of humans are taken into acco-
unt. Machines will not only make our morning coffee, but
they'llalsobetelling us whether weshould bedrinkingitat
allafteralate-night party Smartphoneshave been our stea-
diestcompanionsfora while now. Butthey haven't been ab-
le toread our moods. They'll have to learn. Or make way.

Make Physical Books
Trendy, Cool for YAs

‘Whendigital media firsttook off, many feared it would spell the
end of printed books and bookstores—and even the end of rea-
ding anything beyond scrollable pap. Those fears certainly we-
ren’tmi Brick-and tar bookstores have becomera-
rerthanghosts. Butthere may beanew phenom emerging: digi-
taland physical book publishingfeedingoff each other. Surpri-
singly, it'sonline that's nudging readers back towards ‘paper’.
Take Britain's Waterstones. Book sales are reportedly being
buoyed by youngadults (YAs) treating books asan escape from
their screens. TikTok's ‘BookTok’ community has turned lite-
rary chatter into viral recommendations, amillennial version
of Oprah’s Book Club, revivinginterest in genreslike YA fanta-
sy, SFand romance. In Cologne, antiquari-
anbookstore Willbrand was rescued from
closure after its owner began discussing

under hanex-
ercise. Weretherediplomaticmissteps?
Could the trade negotiations have go-

ter; civil servant or puhhc official —

past, present and future — can carry

out.Thelegitimaterestraintsof theIn-
1

in Operation
Sindoor’s srraleglc ‘comms de-
terministic?

These are all good ques-
tions. Since there is always
room for improvement,
they must be asked and
deliberated upon.

However, this should
not deflect from a funda-
mental and pivotal point:
nothing India did, no act
of commissionoromission,
‘merited the sort of respon-
se that has come from the
‘White House and Trumpre-

rrect-
ly— pmw.nt that.

It also needs to be said In-
dia’s diplomats recognised
theimportanceof thetrade
and tariffs issue very ear-
1y, and worked to a win-

win plan. On their part,
trade negotiators from
the commerce ministry

— again, often cuumsed

— came up with the most

dershave that appreciation.
So, what is driving the Tru-
mp regime’s doc!smn flow?
How goalpostshave shifted re-
peatedly in recent weeks wout-
1d suggest that trade imperati-
ves havelonggiven way topoli-
tical imperatives, perhapseven
strategic and domestic calcu-
lations in the US president’s

ROF DISCONTENT

No doubt there will be an economic
cost.50% tariffsarenot;

THE SPEAKING TREE

to manage, particularly for industries
significantlydependenton USexports.
Yet, this will also make other sectors
wary of the geopolitical risks of exces-
sive market exposure to the US. RALha
than spur further

Supreme
Emotion

the trajectory of India-US mlanons
‘hasdone in recent decades — it will in-
duce caution anda desire to hedgeand
diversify India’

NARAYANIGANESH

Brmgmlem.lonand neamngto
your day, suggest

towards Chinaand Russia will become
a self-fulfilling prophecy for Washing-
ton’s tariff theologians.

Inaslightly longer, but still not-too-
distant, timeframe, Indiacould conclu-
de a trade deal with the EU. Once the
EU recovers from its current ‘He loves
us, helovesusnot' trans-Atlanticminu-
et, and assesses its position in the ball-
room, it \vm note the opportunity of

talkingabout twu’l‘ibe\an prac-
tices—nyingje, compassion, me-
aning ‘kingof heart’, and inten-
riun~setting. Itisnotenoughtobe
motivated, one has todeliberate-
ly set the intention that willena-
‘ble you topractice the path to com-
passion and kindness.
Bodhisattva Avalokiteswara is
a]soknuwn as Nyingje Rangzug,

's com-

non- Chum. non- RC Com-
prehensive Economic! Pmmersh:p)
pathway to an nd sup-

|.he whv and spark behind mten-
Ji Allyou haveto

ply chains partnership wnh the
Indo-Pacific.

dmstoselthelm\ewn.hjoy and
therestfollows. Intention setlmg

CPTEP (C and
Progressive Agreement for

is
connect with the m(emmn \\'e set

! a trade-off between political
i comfort— theabsence of arm-

TransPacific Partnership) at thebeginn

lends itself as anidea. Admit Although! genera]lytx -anslated
tedly, CPTP) imply nyingje
very stri mgenL Could Lhexe be hasa wealth of meaning, says

TheDalai Lama. It connoteslove,
affection, kindness, gentleness,
generosity of spiritand warm-
heart ledness But, most import-
antly, d

connection with o(hem Wecan
in terms of

inner council. If that is, in- 50% tariffs aren't twisting and/or sup-
deed, the case, the basket of going to be easy to ply chains surrender
bilateral challenges could manage, especially —and Jjust
both deepen and expand in fqr industries how much a.ne\'temal
thenear term. dependenton US trade

Either way, the relation- exgnrls. ‘Ie? this will be used to drive mter

ship will take a long time u)

& \ package in India’s his-
3 tory They were given
the political space for

nal reform and regula-

recover levelsof politi- alspmakeother tory change?
cal trust it has been used m Sggoéméﬁgks of The process will not
overthepast 20 years. A chill geop be easy, or without pa-

is setting in. The public mo-

excessive market
exposure to the US

in.Evenso, if itisachi-
eved, it could give In-
diaalonger-term hedgeandoption vis-
a-vis the US. The lessons of the Sum-
merof 2025 willalter the baselinefora
reset, whenever that happens. This is
not a stare-down India wanted — or,
wants. But whatever

gime. It's egregiously dispro- Nothing Indiadid,no  itbythePM, od is hardening, and the
portionate. Inevitably, this warrants act of commissionor andtheyde  pressure on the Narendra Modi gov-
theconclusionthat the issueisnotabo-  omission, merited red. ernment — including on its ability to
ut some minor sticking point that can  the sort of respanse Whatev-  offer further trade concessions — is
resol with a ‘high-level phone that has come from erelseitis, thereforalltosense.
call’ here, or more ‘trade concessions’ the White House and the White The reckonmg in New Delhi is that
there. Advice that India should rethi- ) 0'eaima j-  Indiai: more
nk its position on GM food, or making preg ection/non-  coerciveassaulton itsstrategicautono-
i with- the trads which my— industrialand’ pahcy malonb
out resources to back them, isnot par-  would give the US an time. Inevitably, thi

ticularly sensibleeither:
Even those who should know better

happens, India cannot allow itself to
outstared.

acombination of empathy and
reason. When thetwoare put to-
gether; the combination is high-
Iy effective, It is a combination
of empathyand reason.

Nyingje is far removed from ne-
gative feelings like anger and lust.
‘Therefore, practising compas-
sion can only bring peace, calm,
Jjoyand fulfilment. It is the easiest
and best way to connect with peo-
pleand build trust and love; you
cannot gowrong here. It keeps
the heart lamp aglow and is said
lo_b‘(-_z Lhego‘lden way 1oc=1nue(:l

market and strategic advantage in In-
dia—isnotonmerits. Even USTR insi-

pereactions. Consequences willnot be
limited tojust the immediate future.

The writer is partner: The Asia (vmup

this, itisnotenoughtojust feel

(TAG), and chairof its I

Not Just Pharmacy, Butinno Lab

e

O

Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw
L ——

Last week, the PM stated in his Indepen-
dence Day speech: ‘Weare known as
the ‘pharmacy of the world’. But isn't
ittheneed of thehour lomvmt morein

Inlessthanadecade, Chinahasre-
branded itself from a producer of low-
cost generics toagenuine drug inno-
vator: Its regulatory agency, National
Medical Products Admm)stratwn B

ticsaspartof dossiers.
® Adaptive trials & real wm ld evi-
dence(RWE)

© Public market access for bluue(_h
startups Createa: s
work on Indi;

that !

dla 'sdigital health backbone — A.BHA

R&D-heavy bi tartups, model-
led on Nasdag's biotech index. A]lo\v-

itintoaction.

Carlo Collodi

(NMPA), harmonised wi
ards, embraced real-world evidence,
and introduced priority review mecha-
eyl

0 Fast-track pathways Introduce
‘prwntyrevuew and

funds publicly would pmvme critical

capital i

shor ' categories for drugstar-  VCinvestorsa, clear exit pathway —
i These refor: i into
billions in VC, created thriving bio- demicpreparedness. new startups.
techhubs in Shanghaiand Shenzhen, @ Single-window digi oval Investor

exit visibility China’s biotech bﬂﬂm
was not just about science — itwas

R&D? Shouldn't we b

classics online, drawing new
This symbiosis between digital and print
can only grow. Back in 2004, when Google
set out to digitise millions of books, pub-
lishers worried about copyright infringe-
ment and death of book sales. Yet, a 2023 American Economic
Journal: Economic Policy study, ‘Digitization and the Market
for Physical Works: Evidence from the Google Books Project’,
tracking nearly 38,000 titles digitised between 2005 and 2009, fo-
und digitisation boosted visibility and helped sales.

For Indian publishers and retailers, these are green shoots
worth seizing. But the challenge goes beyond selling books. It
lies in reimagining the book, curating experiences around it,
enhancing bookstores as experiential spaces with events and
shows, even involving celebs. In other ‘words, by positioning
reading physical books as cool, i for the

andmost
dicines for the welfare of humanity?
‘This wasn’t merely a rhetorical ques-
tion. Itwasa call toact. For decades,
India hasbeen thebackbone of global

and propelled Chinese-origin drugs Merge Central Drugs: Standard Control
ontoglobal markets. Oxgamsauou(CDSCD) ethics commit-
If India is 'm from ‘phar- anintegra-

macyof theworld' to‘innovationlab
of the world regulalory reform on

ted platform

Y pg\llaml‘y damy and capi-

tal for ion.

L] Regnlawrv sandb(wes Pilot nov-
eltherapil mRNA

lead the way.
© Al-powered approvals Accept Al-

vaccines, SiRNA, and cell and gene

1f India delivers the same, VC will flow,
IPOswill thrive, and biotech entrepre-
neurs will nolonger need tomove over-

ricsand vaccines to billions. But the
future of medicine won't be decided by
volume manufacturing alone. It will
be defined by wholeads in innovation,
‘who brings new therapies, new biolo-
gicsand new techs from clonetoclinic’,
‘from labtomarket’ inrecord time.
Andhere lies the challenge: India's
regulatory frameworks, whilero-
bust in ensuring safety, remain
slow, fragmented and unpredict-
able. Without refarm, werisk be-
ing uutpaeedby competitors who %
married regulatory

young, non-boomer crowd.

After aloud experiment that went

agility with scientificambition.

(‘-‘ i ase
‘Aking!'mylittlereaders
w1.I.l nodoubtsay inaflash.

. You got it wrong.
On(,eupon atimetherewas...
apiece of wood."

Ttwasn'tafancy pieceaf wood:
Jjustanordinary
logfromastack,
thekind youuse
forstovesand

driven predictive toxicology insilico  therapies— regulatory
ing, and ML-based analy- i » Tax breaks and patent-box regimes
canreward IP creation. .

[0 ERVENL DiMENiONIcHiNA (201520251 iNpia (cuRRENT) JRBSRONR G wet ey
China: Regulatnry NMPA ‘harmonised with ICH; mlrm » Public listings can provide exits, lig-

Tale of Aligs g(ubal lrlal data uidity and global visibility.

Indla It
Tthas slobal credibili.

Timelines|reviewed in 60 200 days |12-24months
pathways nlnkal Trial| Ada;mve desnglns acceptance md
.y = lof foreign trial data

‘had Mr Chem'v

ty. What itlacks isaregulatory revolu-
txm —i onethat accelerates approva]s

caught sight of that piece of
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Perfect Voter Rolls Area Mirage

erindelight, muttered tohim-
self under his breath: "This
pieceof wood turned upatjust
theright moment: Twant touse
ittomakealittletableleg....”
-..when he wasabout tostrike
thefirst blow; hefroze with his
armin theair because he hea-
rdatinyliftle voice say implor-
ingly: ‘Don’t hitme too hard!

Translatedfrom ltatian by
John Hooper and Anna Kraczyna
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pretend the VP pick is a seismic event. So, it's best to em-
brace the truth while maintaining the show: Vice-presi-
dentsare ceremonial bonsai trees — pruned, polished, and
best admired from a respectful distance. Let them wave,
smile. Butfor form’ssake, let them stay delightfully silent.

Any operation that relies on door-to-
door visits, manual recording and face-
toface interaction will generate ervars.
Here'swhy:
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A patch-up with Beijing
would suit our interests

Asworld trade wobbles, India and China could gain from mending commercial ties. It’s the

geo-strategic aspect that demands deft handling in the context of our security challenges

ndia seems ready to improve business
relations with China. Though hints of it
have been emerging since Prime Minister
Narendra Modi met Chinese President Xi
Jinping last yearat the Brics summit, signs
of rapprochement have grown. New Delhi
is contemplating easing its restrictions on
direct investment from China, for example.
Non-sensitive sectors could see barriers being
lowered, according to a Mint report. To be sure,
India’s Press Note 3, which mandates that
investments from countries with which India
shares land borders get government approval,
is notabout to be withdrawn. But India could
ease scrutiny under this policy. Direct flights
between the two countries are set to resume,
even as India slowly gets more generous with
visasissued to Chinese citizens. Meanwhile,
China’s foreign minister Wang Yi's visit to New
Delhi on Monday has set the stage for Modi to
meet Xiat the forthcoming summit of the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization in Beijing.
Sectors like defence equipment, nuclear energy
and telecom will probably be kept barred from
Chinese participation, but the shadow cast by
the Galwan rupture of 2020 has begun to fade.
The economic logic of it is clear. China needs
India’s large market for its goods all the more as
America tries to deter its shipments. India faces
US trade hostility too and needs both Chinese
capital and raw material inputs to accelerate the
expansion of its economy. Asia’s promise would
gounfulfilled without its big two reinforcing
each other’s growth. Given China’s leadership
of clean-tech industries, we could gain from
partnershipsin these fields that result in
domestic absorption of know-how. There may
also be something to learn from China’s recent
advances in low-cost artificial intelligence (AD).

PRADEEP S. MEHTA

That said, fraught relations with Beijing make
any patch-up prone to dissonance. We must
engage China even as we gradually break free of
dependence onit, lest Beijing is tempted to use
such leverage against us. We remain reliant on
China for supplies of rare-earth magnets, inputs
for pharmaceutical drugs and more. Also, while
retail-use Al may be safe, it has military applica-
tions too, so Al should partly be treated asa sen-
sitive sector. As for other Chinese apps, a review
of India’s 2020 ban list is overdue. It helps that
Beijing has been making conciliatory noises. If
itisready to grant our exports better access to
its market and help address today’s skew in
bilateral trade, areset of commercial ties would
serve both countries well.

The thorny part, however, may be the geo-
strategic aspect of the relationship. China’s
support for Pakistan during Operation Sindoor
looms large in memory. But Islamabad has
gotten closerto the US since then. This would
not have escaped Beijing’s notice. Nor would
America’s emphasis on Aukus as an alliance
focused on projecting military power in the
East, with nuclear submarines patrolling the
Indo-Pacific. The Quad, of which Indiaisa
member along with the US, Japan and Australia,
isnot turning into a Nato-like pact. Notably, it
does not oblige each member to act inany other
member’s defence. Moreover, how deeply the
current White House is invested in its future
remains unclear. While the Quad’s agenda
enables maritime coordination, it does not
compromise India’s strategic autonomy. In
other words, Beijing has no reason to consider
Indiaa hardbound adversary. For New Delhi,
engaging China could potentially loosen its ties
with Pakistan. Allin all, it'sa tricky trapeze act,
but one we should try pulling off.
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GST 2.0: A tax reform that could
deliver a more competitive India

A structural rework of this tax regime would serve people well and also boost the countrys economy

CHANDRAJIT BANERJEE
is director general, Confederation of Indian
Industry.

“ heannouncement of next-genera-
tion goods and services tax (GST)
reforms by India’s Prime Minister

Narendra Modi on the occasion of our
79th Independence Day isa landmark
moment for the nation.

Eight years after the hlSlOl'lC m)ple-
mentation of GST, which

Equally important is the focus on
resolving classification disputes that
have burdened mdu.srn Wi 1!J1 lm;,duon

While GST 2.0 sets the stage for
transformative change, its success will
depend on cﬂen tive mlplumcnuuon

bility and predictabili
welcome, asit will i
dence among global investors looking
atIndiaasa mhable destination.
Another
rate rationalization. The move towards
asimplified two-rate structure—one
standard rate and one merit rate, with
only a few exceptions—has long beenan
aspiration of the CIl membership. This
shiftwill substantially cut complexity,
i i | I

and part
Itis here that industry h s a pivotal rnk-
to play in this journey.

First, businesses must actively partic-
ipate in the consultative processes
being led by the GST Council and states
toensure that sector-specific issues ar
effectively addressed. Constructive
engagement will help the government
refine rate struct tures and compliance

ystems t i benefits. Second.
mdtmry mutl c (mumlln full and timely

| ands
theintegrity of this tax system.

The decision to reduce taxes on
essential and aspirational goods will
directly benefit the common man,
farmers and MSMEs, By enhancing
affordability and boosting consump-
tion, it will provide a demand stimulus
tothee Atthe same time,

complexwebofindirect taxesi
unified system, th ly
itssecond phase. The new agenda,
centred onastructural revision aimed
atrate rationalization and ease of living,

{ sto further consolidate India’s
sformation and deepen
the foundations of Atmanirbhar Bharat
Itisin this spirit that the Prime Minister
has heralded GST 2.0.

GST 2.0 would not only address long-
standing challenges, but also position
India’s indirect tax architecture well to
meet the aspirations of a fast-growing
economy thatisseeking to expand its
global footprint.

One ofthe pressing concerns over the
current GST regime has been inverted
duty structuresin several sectors, where

rationalization will help eliminate dis-
tortions and create a fairer and more
u tax i

g digital tools and
data dmlm(s toalign \\llh GST2.0.
Businesses can thus reinforce trust in
the tax framework and contribute toa
robust formal economy. Third, industry
should show tudies of effi-
cient GST adoption, particularly in sec-
tors where supply chains arc complex.
Demonstrating how reforms reduce
costsand improvi emmwuuwnexs will
em ourage wider partic
iance. Fourth, by

¥ k.
efficiency across sectors. The expiry of
the GST compensation cess will also
open up opportunities for the govern-
ment to consider bold steps onrate

nllemau\ edispute resolution mecha-
ns Jl‘\d provi 1(hng constructive feed-

restructuring without ¢
revenue sustainability.
The reformsalso focus on ease of
compliance, particularly for small busi-
nesses dml startups. Te( hnology-driven
soluti ch istration,
pre-filled returns and automated
refunds will substantially reduce
administrative burden. Faster refunds

Finally,a l‘(l"dh()ldl]\ e mulmnhm will
enhance trustand accelerate imple-
mentation.

The cumulative benefits of GST 2.0
will be far-reaching. Simplified rates
and enhanced compliance ease will
reduce costs, boost consumption and

forexporters and sec fected by
inverted duty structures will support
Wi nr}un;z caplln] and strengthen India’s

tsattract higher final
products. This anomaly has resulted in
the accumulation of unutilized input tax
credits, raising costs for industry and
crm(mz distortions in value chains. By

g to correct tures,

the government hassignalled strong
support for domestic value addition,
competitiveness and ‘Make in India.”

ness in global markets.

For ordinary citizens. these changes
mean quicker processes and amore
transparent and responsive tax system.
GST 2.0 will therefore ensure that the
benefits of reform in terms of of
livingare not limited to businesses, but
are experienced by households and
individuals across the country.
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The behaviour of lawyers versus the delivery of justice

while preserving legiti pr
autonomy

Strifes over silly grievances: Recent events
expose how many advocates have aban-
doned professional ethics toserve their egos.

The adji racket: The link between

into profit strategies. Consumer

‘service provide:
tection Act. Thi
consumer litigation for defici

m- | markingasignificant departure from earlier

s'under the Consumer Pro-
immunizes lawyers from
nt service,

ummuunclv itness|;

‘The Uttar Pradesh (UP) boycott in February

miscon-

high court inter
could open the door for for

. Moreover, this

pmmow investment. The\ will also
Ip expand the tax base and create

greater buoyancy in revenue for the
government. In fact, GST 2.0 isan eco-
nomic stimulus of sorts, since indirect
taxes have a direct bearing on the cost of
products and services. Cll believes this
would also have a salutary impact on
inflation, giving monetary policy action
more space to promote growth.

The announcement of GST 2.0 there-
fore carries the promise of a stronger,
fairer and more competitive India.

5@@? A ?E@U@Eﬂ

ILam firmly convinced that,
in future years, China and
India will join hands in
playing a more active role in
maintaining peace and
stability in the region and
the world at large and make
due contributions to the
cause of human progress
and development.

LI PENG

_

land’smodel offers lessons: internal media-
tion mechanisms bala scipline with
professional freedom.

We need a blueprint for balanced re
The path forward requiresimmediate imple-

is the secretary general of CUTS
International.

ndi s legal profession facesa behavioural

c s lawyer strikes para

nationwide over trivial matters. This pro-
fessional misconduct costs the nation
37 ,‘)U[) crore annually in loil productivity.
sthatoffer
anun dm-nng portrait of advocate behav-
iour. First, lawyers often engage in strikes
over petty grievances. Second, advocates sys-
tematically seem to abuse adjournments
while exploiting “exceptional case” clauses
tomonetize delays. Third, acosy judge-law-
yernexusresistsmeaningful reform. Fourth,
while the Advocates Amendment Bill of
2025 had proposed to ban strikes, it was
withdrawn onresistance from lawyers, so we
areback to square one.

In the light of good practices elsewhere,
such as South Africa’s strict adjournment
caps and Singapore’s fixed scheduling, we
propose| balanced reforms, suchasalimitof

accounta-
bility measures and timely enforcement
mechanisms to restore judicial discipline

left thousands stranded. Similarly, Jaipur
lawyers broke their April 2023 undertaking
atthe Supreme Court by striking again over
administrative issues. These incidents
reflect a troubling pattern.

In August 2023, advocates in Karnataka
boycotted courts for three days. The reason
wasshocking. A sessions judge had refused
a fourth consecutive adjournment. The
Jjudge'sinsistence on proceeding with argu-
ments was deemed enough for a collective
boycott. Even more egregious are strikes
triggered by FIRs filed dg,mm\'t advoc: .nm In
October 2022, afteranadvocate

ductnullifies the Canmml. rProtection Act's
mandate for

to have threatened a UP magistrate, the
entire bar association called a boycott.
These frivolousstrikesdirectly violate the
Supreme Court’s directive in the Harish
Uppal case of 2003. That ruling held boy-
cotts permissible only in the rarest of rare
circumstances involving judicial dignity.
Instead, strikes have become routine
respon to everything from denied
adjournments to parking disputes.

other service professions like healthcare.
Learn from madt’lv that

roven practices
adaplcd to Indian conditions. Consumer
commissions must abandon their ‘as far as
possible’ approach and implement a firm
limitof three adjournments. Thisalone could
reduce consumer case pendency by 15%.
We should set up district-level redressal
committees to look into the grievances of
advocates. These panels should have real
enforcel teeth—in line with the recom-

tion within 90 d H

Overtwo-thirds ofall con- India needs stitutional Court opeults
sumer cases have exceeded under strict adjournment
that limit, with lawyers rEforms to caps with penalty provi-
s('.e:n to hu‘\'r ‘m:dmp-u.lul-eq restrain the % i:nsurmg accounta-
exceptional circumstances ‘ases cannot exceed
;i?i;:"l‘mﬁ: n:glll);, lpc‘ll'! d“atory taCtics lel::i;n ll;r gv;mim‘ emc\"—
p(eluntosd_é]u»_v&\\'iu?adv(y of |awyers from eencies foreover, lawyers
cates resisting adjourn- N . .. face professional sanctions
mem caps. If reforms d;’(‘ Slow"‘]g ]ud|cla| riulr fn'\'ok;uf ;:elu)' l.'n:licii

d, it woul This model has restore

reduce the discretion of processes public confidence without

Jjudges, which many law-

yers aspire to become. An

agitationat Delhi's high court over judicial
transfers in February 2023 exposed this
uncomfortable reality.

Restore ional purpose: A Suprem

Court ruling of I March 2024 complicates
the accountability debate. The court held

compromising due pro-
cess. Singapore's state
courts operate on fixed schedules, with no
scope for routine adjournments. Cases
receive specific time slots and lawyers must
be prepared: this system achieves 90%
adherence. A key i
g,mnsl\mgbel\\eu\ln\uluu:slnk(

mendations that were made in the wake of
the Harish Uppal matter. Lawyers partici-
paling in strikes over trivial issues should
fac ing from warningsto
lt‘nlpnr‘dn’ pr ac\n csuspcmlon
Timeline enforcement

include automatic case transfers to higher
benches should delays result from lawyer
tactics. In general, the legal profession must
rediscover its basic purpose of serving jus-
tice. India’s economic aspirationsdepend on
efficient dispute resolution. This cannot
remain hostage toadvocate whims. Reforms
muslhc donebefore public faith in judicial

thatadvocatesd meet th finition of

More Newspaper and Magazines Telegram Channel join Search https://t.me/sharewithpride (@ sharewithpride)

imate pr

kens any further.
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Round-the-clock clean power is
waiting to play the game changer

Clean and reliable renewable energy at gigawatt scale is closer than ever before but needs policy support to make a difference

AMDL "H

IKE & NIKIT ABHYANKAR
are, respectively, faculty director and co-faculty
director, India Energy and Climate Center at the
University of California at Berkeley's Goldman
School of Public Policy.

ndiastands at a pivotal moment, poised to
translate its renewable energy achievements
into broader economic gains. Our recent
study, backed by m:u"l\(‘t developments, dem-
strates that solar-plus-s sy sin
© Indianowdeliverreliable, ruund the-clock
it -ompetitive with new coal

systems offer fixed prices for 25
, rapid deployment and near-zero emissions,
ly meeting urgent industrial demands and

effect
advi ancing national clean-energy commitments.

arises from global
caladvancements, with solar- p.mel and battery
storage costs dropping over 90% in the past decade
and battery lifespans Lripli.ng Equally critical have
been India'sstrategic policy interventions, partic-
ularly large-scale transparent auctions that have
significantly reduced costs. Indian developers now
achieve some of the lowest solar and storage costs.
worldwide, with solar project capital expenditures
lessthana third of those in the US. Recent solar-
plus-storage bids in India have sharply declined to
33.1-33.5 per kWh—a 50% decrease in 18 months.

Ouranalysis, based on implied costs from recent
solar-plus-storage bids and validated against
globalbottom-up estimates shows that 24/7 clean
power with over 95% ility can b

requiresreliable power. Tech leaders like Mark
and Sam Altman have identified elec-

for under ¥6/kWh. This is comparable to—and in
many cases lower than—the cost of power from
new coal plants. A common criticism of India’s firm
and d hable renewable tend that they do
not mauh coalinreliability and mwluneu essive
surplus generation. However, our an shows

ket, has led renewable deployment and now enjoys
some of the lowest electri

MINT

y prices, beating Cali

d market prices,

tricity acc acritical constraintin the global Al | fornia’s. In India, mdu;mal and comnu-rual con-
race. Gigawatt-scale solar-pl 1ge s ill face surck
can be deployed in less than two years ch withsstate utilities procuring power on their

faster than new coal or gas plants. With one of the
world’s largest and most agile grids, India is well-
placed to meet rising demand via this pathway.

Support fc

that appropriately sized solar-plus-storage systems Finally, pursuing this strategy will help India
canachieve over 95% availability even without sig- redureaup(ylluunn meet us(ltdn energy ldl‘g(‘lb
nificant pply. directly chall that and d global climate

assumption. could also attract companies like Google dnd MIL-

Why does this matter?: First, at under 36 per
kWh, solar-plus- stnrage nnwdnectl\ competes

afteraccounting for transmission charges. Renew-
bl gy also offers fixed pricing, i il
India’s economy from inflation and global onmg\
market volatility. Over the past decade. i al
y ldnﬂ‘s have douh]ed undemnnng( lean
bilize prices for the
d for

tsare expected to
continue falling, alongside ongoing performance
nmpmw-mems Emergin, 2 battery chemistries such

rosoft that are committed to sourcing 24/7 carbon-
free electricity.

What must be done to harness this opportunity
First, India needs coordination across state and
national levels to accelerate deployment. Stream-
lining permits and replicating successful solar
land-leasing models will be key to timely execu-
tion. India should attract global investment by
offering long-term contracts tailored to data centre
operators seeking renewable energy that's reliable

India can ensure long-ter:
Simultaneously, India should scale battery manu-
facturing and secure mineral supply chainsto

behalf—often at high costs. All large consumers
should be allowed and required to buy power
directly from the market without such charges.
rvulnerable consumers can continue
through alternative subsidy mechanisms. A more
market-driven system would lower Indian indus-
try'senergy cos
unlocking major economic
Third, India must addre
battery importsand critical mineral dcpendence
Unlike oil, batteri
long-term energy security risks. China’s current
battery surplus offers a timely opportunity for
India to procure low-cost storage. As lithium is
indefinitely re

s and boost competitiveness—
ains.
s concerns around

last over 20 years, red

Jable, with proper infrastru

MINT

Climate havoc: Even jellyfish
can trip electricity supply now

Heat has begun to impact power infrastructure in unforeseen ways

DAVID FICKLING
is a Bloomberg Opinion columnist covering
climate change and energy.

t'snot just people who struggle to per-
form effectively when temperatures
soar. The electricity system we depend
ontokeepuscool has thesame problem. A
swarm of jellyfish linked to unusually
warm waters in northern Europe caused
French utility Electricite de France toshut
i i kafter

twonuclear power
these invertebrates clogged up parts of
their cooling systems. Otherreactorsin the
country may have to cut output because
temperatures in the Rhone and Garonne
riversare too high. In Iraq, supply to most
ofthe country went down last week as mil-
lions of pilgrims descended on the city of
Karbala for the Arba'in festival, spiking grid
demand for fans and air-conditioners as
the mercury rose above40° Celsius,
Even back-up equipment struggles in
such conditions: electricity went out and
play uspended at the Cincinnati Open
tennis tournament last we(-}\ after an

A swarm of jellyfish caused two nuclear
plants in France to shut down.  istockeHoto

les because generators are using up all of
the surface water. Powerstations may put
more pressure on supplies of water
between now and 2050 than the drinking
water needs ofits population, according to
government forecasts.

Conventional generatorsaren't the only
ones tosuffer. Asanyone who'ssat through
astilland humid rday would recog-
nize, wind speeds often plummet in hot
weather. Since the early 1980s, the area of
the globe affected by such conditions has
increased by 6.3% every decade—to the
point thatabout 60% of the planetis nowat
risk. In Australia, Siberia and Europe, the
availability of wind can now decline by 30%

on-site generator y overheated.
Powerthat goes out when we most need
itshould infuriate huluol surprise us. Most

whatit
would be in normal years—though a few
areas, suchas the northern US, e.wslA[nm

1050% during! b

ufum infrastruc d dtoperform | the western Chi

hatthe | theopposite effect.
global climateisleaving behind. Moreand | Evenifwecansolvethe problem of gen-
moreofitislikely tostart breakingasheat- | erating energy, getting it to consumers

waves become more intense and wide-
spread. That's particularly the case with
thermal generators, which use the heat of
burning fuels or atomic decay to spin tur-
bines and create electri Such plants
need to dump excess heat, but this gets
harder as the air and water outside warm
up. The result is decreasing efficiency and
OV erh(-almg, forcing plants to burn more

presents challenges. Transmission cables
and transformers heat up as electrons
travel through their wires and rising air
temperatures make such components
ible to failure—especially as
they're typically working harder on such
Lived \theai it and fa

running.

It'snot just people who need relief from
lhe heat. About a third of electricity con-
ion from data centres comes from

fuel for the sam putor halt
h thatacoal will
hd\(‘ aforced oumgt‘ goes up by 3.2 per-

centage pointsduring heatwaves, while gas
and nuclear are respe .3 and | per-
centage points more lxkel o suffer an
unplanned failure, duurdmg toarecent
study by researchers in Sweden and Italy.

hc.mng and cooling to maintain stable
temperatures on-site. That demand rises
along with the mercury and is becoming
ing with the spread of artificial
intelligence and cryptocurrencies. A heat-
vave in 2022 caused chaos at two London

ly, Iraqi research found thata
gas pl.ml lost ahom 21% ofits generation

and inflation-proof at gigawatt scale. Establishing
dedicated green data centre valle; pecial eco- reinforceresilience.
nomic zones powered entirely by clean energy, As

with fast-track land access, single-window clearan-
cesand tax mrcnu\ es—could further enhance

and iron based on
low-cost materi; show prmmse. whilesolarand
lithium-ion battery prices are projected to decline
further. If India follows this trajectory, electricity
costs could decrease substantially over time.
India’srapidly growing demand for air-condi-
tioning, artificial intelligence and data centres

India’s
Second, a broader pohu shiftis needed to
reformand further deregulate India’s electricity

trategic next step, Indiashould launcha
national mission to provide affordable, round-the-
clock clean power to strategic industries. A flag-
ship initiative—say, a PM nirantar nirmal shakti
yojana—would signal India's commitment to clean
and reliable e lecmul) forglobal investorsin Al

markets. Rapid cost declines and the modular data
nature of clean energy create an opportunity for

large consumers to access low-cost power directly.
In the US, Texas, through a fully deregulated mar-

MYV

1advanced ma ing

Now is India’'s moment to lead by dn\’mg inno-
vation, industrial growth and global leadership one
sunriseata time.

rose from 257

050" Celsms.
Drought, which commonly occurs
alongside heatwaves, makes the problem
worse. Most thermal generators cool
themselves by heating up water, whether
it'sin the sea, rivers or cooling towers. Cool
water, like cool air, gets less abundant as
the temperature rises.
India haslost 19 days’ worth of coal elec-
tricity since 201 because water shortages
have forced shutdowns, Re: uters mpﬂrled

Is when their server racks shut
down, scrambling the IT systems they
depend onto process medical data.

The rising dominance of solar panels
and lithium-ion batteries, which tend tobe
moreresilient than thermal generatorsand
wind during heatwaves, will offer some
respite. It still may not he enough. Most of
our industrial civilization, built from the
energy riches unleashed by coal, oil and
gas, depends on a moderate climate that
their carbon emissions are throwing into
disorder. The damage caused by fossil
teclmolog\ isgoing tobe with us long after

recently. In many area
on tanker trucksand ever-deeper boreho-

hed to cleaner ways of gener-

ating power. ©BLOOMBERG

The great Al shake-up: TCS layoffs may be just a start

SIDDHARTH PAI

This isn’t just about TCS. The entire
Indian IT sector, which employs over 5.6
million people and contributes more than
7%to India’s GDP, isin the early stages ofa
potentially massive disruption. As Al agents
increasingly handle testing, low-level code

is co-founder of Siana Capital, a
venture fund manager.

ast month, Tata Consultancy Services
(TCS), India’s largest private sector
employer, made a seismic announce-
ment: 12,000 employees would be laid off,
mostly from middle and senior mamg(»
ment. This wasan ignal ofa

writing, infrastructure support and other
traditionally secure functions, forecasts sug-
gest that up to halfamillion jobs could van-
ish from the industry in the next few years.
Onge seen as engines of upward mobility
and - progress, these businesses

strategicshift bya company that had prided
itselfon employee stability and incremental
growth for decades. More than asimple HR
pruning. the move revealed that the tradi-
tional edifice of Indian outsourcing—a pyra-
mid built on human capital arbitrage—was
beginning to show its age.

Officially, TCS cited a growingskills mis-
match as the reason for its layoffs, sayi
that such changes were necessary to prepare
for the future. CEO K. Krithivasan down-
played automation as the main reason for
the decision. However, industry experts
might see it differently. A large part of its
workforce reduction—about 2% of its global
total—is thought to be a response to the
increasing impact of generative artificial
intelligence (GenAl) on IT processes,

now faceatechnological shift that threatens
their very operating model
This is not just a typical business-cycle
correction; it represents something much
more profound. There was a time when
Indian IT firms were judged by their head-
counts. The larger it was, the higher your
billing potential. That idea standsshattered.
Instead of hiring in bulk, companies are
racingtoembrace AL Infosys has reportedly
deployed over100 proprietary Al agentsin
clientenvironments. TCS has helped mod-
ernize operations for global clients usmg Al

To understand the precarious situation
these firms face, it's helpful to read Evan
+‘How Technol-
ogy Giants Die," where he tracesthe decline
of General Electric (shorturl.at/3sZdQ). Once
a symbol of American industrial strength
and managerial skill, GE didn’t collapse
overnight. Itsdownfall was

formingrepetitive tasksat competitive char-
ges. Thismodel was effective inan eraof di
ital transformation driven by cloud mxgm—

ing. While TCS and its peers are dumg the
right thing by focusing on reskilling and
internal innovation, it remains uncertain

tionand enterprise cesoftware inte-
gration. However, itis ill-suited fora future
where Al agents can take up tasks at scale in
real-time without fatigue. What happens

when the labour pyramid

whether fforts will prove fruitful.

The stakes are high. India’s IT sector has
long supported the country’s middle class,
which has been an engine of urban growth
with IT incomes powering consumption.
Unless this sector undergos ignificant
transformation, this tailwind isat risk. If this
seems exaggerated, consider Armstrong’s
warning: evenacompany as diverse, reputa-
ble and established as GE couldn’t escape
structural entropy. The same entropy now
threatens Indian IT.

Toavoid a similar fate, these companies
must domore than retrain staffor deploy Al
ssistants. They must cannibalize parts of
their own business, experiment with

due to structural inertia, 1 d- IT f- turns obsolete?
complacency and a failure ndian Irms Look at the ear
to re ize systemi H Many Indian IT firms
fromim o mayfadeitn Yo b T
ant companiesohentl ODSCUIitY unless  GEEisry n s
ool bectie () sop  they relfvent  Ties s toug o
1heln internal sr:su;insur their outdated serlvicé ][:jl:lm’lid:zjs, Thciln ;
suchasorganizational ¢ . ents, while loyal. now lool
turf| mvlenl 's and lead- |abou|’-pyram|d rhrwlulinn:;nol_il stservi-
ership—become too ossi- . ces,and package i
fied for true reinvention.  USINESS Models  needintellectual property,
Indian IT firms are dumame\mmwandag]
increasingly vulnerable. traits that don’t alw
Their businesses are optimized foraworld | flourishin large, hierarchical organizations.

where labour scales up faster than i innova-

automation. HCLTech, too, is
itself as a digital transformation partner
rather than a body shop. But the real chal-
lenge lies in re-architecting a long-estab-
lished business model.

tion. Theirc pr

ence rather than agile reinvention. For
years, companies like TCS, Infosys and
HCLTech competed not un intellectual

TCS'slayoffs highlight astructural delay
inadapting to a world where scale must be
digital rather than human. They expose a tal-
ent model designed for the past, even as the
future calls for cross-functional fluency,

property, buton

-

More Newspaper and Magazines Telegram Channel join Search https://t.me/sharewithpride (@ sharewithpride)

product lines, attract anew gener-
ationof Al-native talent and accept that the
qualities that once made them great—rig-
our, stability and process—could become
liabilities. Reinvention, not re-engineering,
iswhat they need.

IF TCS, Infosys and HCLTech can crack
thatcode, they might becomeintegral tothe
artificial intelligence economy. If they can’t,
their fate may mirror that of GE a
slowly fade into obscurity.
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e, TRUTH IS OPTIONAL
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A thought for today

For a nation to try to tax itself into prosperity
is like a man standing in a bucket and trying
to lift himself up by the handle

WINSTON

Get It Right

Vital that GST reform is designed in a way
that spurs spending. Economy needs it
India s proposed GST overhaul can spur demand in the festive

season that starts in about amonth. It can also partly offset the
impact of Trump'’s “penal” tariffs that have been estimated to
shave off up to 0.6 percentage point from GDP growth this year.
That's why it's important to get this overhaul right. Eight years
ago, GST replaced VAT with the promise of a good and simple
system. But there’s nothing good about taxing cream-on-toasted-bun
at 18%, when cream and toasted bun are taxed at 5% separately.
Nor can three different rates for popcorn - 5% for open, 12% for
packaged, and 18% for caramel - be considered simple. These are
only the most glaring distortions under the prevalent system. A
quick glance over the list of GST
ratesreveals the bigger problem of
classification into luxuries and
essentials.
By any measure, 28% is an
enormous cutforgovt totake. It might
be justifiable for cigarettes and other
“sin goods”, whose consumption
govt wants to discourage, but why
tax cement at this hxgh rate? Worn-out tyres are among the leading
causes of accidents, yet new tyres are taxed at 28%. Why is tooth
powder taxed at 12% but toothpaste at 18%? Soap is taxed at 18%
across the board, making it a luxury for manual labourers who
possibly need itthe most.

The underlying principle of taxation so far seems to be revenue
maximisation. Metaphorically, it amounts to squeezing the goose
without killing it. With the proposed GST overhaul, India could
transition to an economy that keeps the goose happy, stimulating it
to lay more golden eggs. For example, taxing small cars at 18%, as
against 28% now, could revive a segment that used to be the main
driver of the car market until 2019. That's why scrapping the 12%
and 28% GST rates, and shifting most of the goods and services
under them to the 5% and 18% rates, is welcome. But after offering
relief on income tax in this year’s budget, nudging interest rates
downward, and now reducing GST, govt will run out of options to
spur demand. The problem of stagnant incomes is the private
sector'stofix. And it can, sittingas itis on record profits.

Quietly Does It

India’s best response to Trump’s ‘daddy diplomacy’
is to keep back channels open
ﬁ s Trump’s attempts to close in on a peace deal in the Ukraine

war gather pace, his personalised foreign policy is turning

out to be a double-edged sword. Dubbed ‘daddy diplomacy’,
Trump obviously wants to take credit for every perceived foreign
policy win. Butthatdesirealsomakeshim ipulation
Just before meeting Putin in Alaska, he declared he wanted a ceasefire.
After that meeting, he wanted a peace deal, aligning his views with
Putin’s. Similarly, some flattery by Pakistan army chief Asim
Munirand a Nobel Peace Prize recommendation led Trump to declare
that he loves Pakistan. India, for not playing along, is being punished
with secondary tariffs for buying Russian oil.
According to the Lowy Institute, there are two sides
to this phenomenon. First, personalised
diplomacy may seem to reap short-term
rewards, but it does tend to be
counterproductive inthe long run. For; diplomacy
isn't a one-shot event. It's continuous over the
years. Sure, Trump might count the recent
Armenia-Azerbaijan peace deal as a win for
hisdaddy diplomacy. But havingleaders
fuse their persona with diplomacy runs
the risk of fore1gn policy unpredictability — they will bail if a
process doesn’t align with their political goals.

That may not be good for the countries themselves. India and US
have all the makings of natural allies, and New Delhi can be
Washington’s best partner in the Indo-Pacific as a hedge against
China. But Trump's tariffs are undermining this synergy. Second,
Beijing has figured out that if it holds strong and doesn’t give into
Trump’stariff threats, itcanactually turn the tables and win. Stand
up to daddy diplomacy and eventually Trump will back down. This
is precisely why many in Washington believe Trump is going about
countering China the wrong way:

Hence, both India-US relations and US efforts to counter China
with Americanallies cando withsomequietdiplomacy. New Delhi’s
best bet is to keep up back channels in Washington to bring the
Trump White House around for mutual benefit. When egos get in
the way, foreign policy and long-term national interests suffer.

Family war zone

Talks end in no ceasefire, no peace agreement
Anil Abraham

It is impossible to win an argument with Kamala. Even when
she is obviously in the wrong, she will sit me down like in a
press conference and explain how 1am actually responsible.
And she can be very convincing. ECI should recruit her in its
defence. Putin and Trump could also benefit from her
negotiating skills. Every person in the room listening to her
version of the story would be certain she was an innocent victim who did not
deserve tobe blamed.

Itallstarted withaweddingonhersideof thefamily. Iwentalongdressed up
inabandgala, determined to keep my mouth shut. Her family politics is more
complicated than the Russia-Ukraine war. There are uncles who will not speak
to us, and aunties who may smile at us but are not to be spoken to. Everyone
knows the old Thaatha sitting in the front row is the r¢ oot cause of the conflict,

but . Kamalaleft f this war
m \  zone and wandered off cheerfully to a group of matriarchs fussing
) over the bride’sjewellery.

The inevitable happened. Anuncle walked up and enveloped me
inabear hug, the kind politicians use on the world stage. ‘You know
me...I'm Piyush Uncle. I stayed in the house behind yours!" A population of
more than 1.4 billion could hold many people named Piyush. There could be
eighty people living in the same house and their house numbers could all be
zero. Their father's name could be fedpg for all I cared. Even a PowerPoint
presentation could not make things obvious forme.

He began ta.lkmgabom his sha.reof the ancestral property and I couldsee
d Kamala

.

OF RAINS AND VOTES

Elections are never held during monsoon simply because netas have no place to hide when roads
buckle, drains overflow, airports shut down. It’s a moment of truth, and reality bites

Partha Sinha

Only afew things are for certain in India:
that the price of onions will rise before
t 248, an election, that an India-Pakistan

match will be described as ‘more than
cricket’, and that elections will never
be held in monsoon. The calendar is
ruthlessly clear: Our great democratic
extrav: unfoldsin th had

of spring or winter. By June, when the
clouds gather and the first raindrops hit,
the ballot boxes are already tucked away.
Coincidence? Hardly.

It's not that the Indian monsoon is
apocalyptic. It is not a Katrina, a Harvey or a
typhoon with a Viking name. In fact, in most
places therain is oddly well-behaved. It arrives
roughlyon schedu.le cools theearth, restores
toexhale.
But let it rain for two hours in Gurgaon and
suddenly the Millennium City looks like an
audition tape for Atlantis. Cars bob like
half-hearted gondolas. office towers turn into
aquariums, and WhatsApp fills with memes
of corporate executives rowing to work.

The problem isn't that the rain is
catastrophic. The problem is that it isrevealing.

The great seasonal audit | In India, summer is
the season of excuses — the transformer blew
because of heat, the tap ran dry because of
drought. Winter is the season of denial - ‘our’
smog is ‘not asbad as Beijing’s’, the chill is ‘good
for tourism’. But monsoon? Monsoon is the
season of evidence, It doesn't argue, it doesn't
exaggerate - it simply exposes. Roads buckle,
drains overflow, airports shut, metro systems
stall. All the shiny PowerPoints about ‘smart
cities’ and ‘world-class infra’ are instantly
reduced to PowerCutsand Class-Tl drains.

And here lies the truth no govt will admit: Elections
aren't avoided in the monsoon because voters dislike
soggy shoes. They're avoided because politicians
dislike soggy reputations.

‘When rain drenched the ballot | On the rare occasion
elections brushed against rains, incumbents paid the
price. West Bengal in 1982 saw its assembly polls creep into
late May, as the skies opened. The Left me won po\ver

‘workingstorm drains. 1991, partsof i

Poem the pothole | Thereisa Bengali poem

dragged into June; turnout sagged, patience snapped,
and the incumbent d]spensauuxmcverrenovered

T isanunforgi manager - it
insists you run not on ideology, but on infra. Political stra-
tegists understood. Since then, the model code of conduct
hasworked in tandem with the weather report. India votes

indr iful tomemory.

The sarcasm of flooded streets | Consider the optics. A
party that promises bullet trains cannot keep rickshaws
afloat in Mumbai. A manifesto that trumpets 24x7
electricity cannot stop power grids from fainting at the
first drizzle. A leader who bellows about “world-class
cities™ is defeated by a waterlogged underpass.

The satire is automatic. You don't need an opposition
when the monsoon is around; the puddles do all the
campaigning. If summer lets politicians promise,

yes, but mini lost in

forcesthem todeliver—andIndia’s politicians

looded
voters decided that ‘revolution’ should at least mclude

arenever dressed for delivery.

that, translated loosely, asks: If one season of rain can
wash away my name, then after all this walking and
wading, what have I gained?

It ismeantasanexistential lament, but it readslike
mu.mc)pal commentary. szens trudge through

deep water past that dissolve
like waterculom s, to wonder exactly that: After so
much walking, after so much wading,
what have we gained?

The rain, like the poem, provides no
comfort. It is an eraser, swift and ruthless.
Names, slogans, reputations - all fade into
the pudadle. Only the potholes remain, and
they remembereverything.

Why the ballot dodges the bucket | So let’s
abandon the polite fiction that elections
avoid monsoon because of turnout or
logistics. India holds elections in 45°C,
when stepping outside is a medical risk. It
holds elections in Himalayan winters,
when villages need snow boots to reach
booths. Voter inconvenience has never
deterred the Republic. What deters it is
embarrassment.

The monsoon isaseason when truth seeps
through every crack in the pavement. It is
the one season that resists spin, resists
specucle resists even WhatsApp forwards.

flect inflation,
unemployment, you can distract from
corruption — but you cannot rebrand a
drowning bus. You cannot Photoshop a
flooded metro station. You cannot argue
withapothole that swallowed a car.

And that is why democracy, otherwise
fearless, ducks therain.

A closing drizzle | The monsoon is India’s
most democratic season because it treats
everyone equally — minister and motorist alike, all
knee-deep in the same anonymous flood. But it is also
the season most feared by those in power. because it
levels not just roads but illusions.

Image: Al

aren’t held in the monsoon because of rain-soaked
inconvenience, That's the polite lie. The real reason is
simpler, sharper, and wetter: India doesn’t vote in the
rains because the rains already voted. And their
verdict, every year, is anti-incumbent.

Theuwriter is asenior advisory professional

ATALE OF TWO ACQUITTALS

Recent judgments in the 7/11 and Malegaon terror cases show similarities as well as dichotomy.
These suggest how law has become weaponised for political expediency

Rohin Bhatt

Two recent acquittals have become
partof aprovocative di inIndia.

India. If the accused are minorities, or Dalit activists,
the prosecution has gone to all lengths, from torture in
the 7/11 case to allegedly planting evidence in the
Bhima

First, on July 21, a division bench of
“‘ the Bombay high court, in a 671-page
4 ruling, overturned the 2015 MCOCA
- sentencing for the 7/11 serial train

blasts, which had horribly torn up Mumbai in 2006.
Second, on July 31, an NIA court in Mumbai, after a
protracted trial, acquitted all the accused in the 2008

Malegaon bomb blast case.

The key similarity in both acquittals is that
the pmsecutmns failed to discharge their duties
ing the offences beyond
dnubt And then there are glar ing dichotomies,

whichareof gravesignificance too.

Whose torture is torture? | Cockroaches in the
vest. Rats in a man’s underwear. Pouring
water down his throat. Threatening families.
Sounds like scenes from a gory Bollywood
movie, doesn't it? Except this was the exact
torture that was referred to in paragraph 1210
of the Bombay high courtjudgmentacquitting
the accused of the charges against them in
the7/11case.

On the other hand, in the Malegaon case,
Rohini Salian, the Special Public Prosecutor;,
had in an affidavit to the Bombay high court,
deposed that she was asked to go soft on the |-
accused. She further alleged that different
evidence was laid out in the trial than what was
firstrecorded.

These differences arguably arose from the difference
in the religions of the accused in the two cases. In the
7/11 case, the prosecution went to inhuman lengths to
obtain confessions and convictions, while in the
Malegaon case, it refrained from even prosecuting the
caseeffectively

Thus, the two acquittals together lay bare the
political nature of prosecution of terrorist offences in

It is a lamentable truth, backed by studies, that a
segment of our population, the adherents of the Muslim
faith, appear in some instances to bear an undue brunt
of the criminallaw and anti-terror law.

Questions should therefore be asked about how the

could have methods of f

that stripped away human Hignlly that mocked the

very laws it seeks to uphold in one case, while seemingly
goingsoft inanother.

Inthe 7/11 case the Bombay high court suggests that
the prosecution knew that the accused were innocent
and decided to extract confessions with torture. In
the Malegaon case, the former publie prosecutor has
gone on record several times to say that her conduct
of the case was interfered with by the political
dispensation, even though there was a solid investigation,
until she was ultimately removed, This is extremely

demoralising.

The two

area locu: i whether
India’s law and order system pursues justice, or
whether it is strongly motivated by a festering
resentment against minorites.

Did no one blast the' hombs? | stndly, both cases have
inchedforward investigationto
going. ,n whatit i

that the state has failed to discharge its duty to prove
the case. This further leads to the most excruciating
question: What is the state accountability toall
those whose lives were affected by the dastardly
terrorist acts of 2006and 20087

What happens to the families of the victims
who were injured or killed? How do we secure
Jjustice for them? Who was responsible for the

bomb blasts in both cases?

T q it to by the
investigating agencies and the prosecutors
withasense of urgency.

Why does the state mind some acquittals, not
others? | Finally, Maharashtra govt rushed to
appeal the Bombay high court judgment in the
7/11 case within three days, but has not shown
th ity in the

In response to the Maharashtra plea, the
Supreme Court has held “that the impugned
judgment ghall not be treated as a precedent”.

In sum, what we have here is almost a
Image:al Dickensian dichotomy. But unlike at the opening
of A Taleof Two Cities, here, there are no best of times.
As a nation, we seem to be losing our sense of justice.
‘Weare allowing law to be used as a weapon for political
expediency. This is a moment that calls for profound
gravity. It demands serious introspection about the
way in which crime is prosecuted and investigated.
Theremust beaccountability, and theremust be justice
for the victims. For if we cannot assure that, the scales
of justicearenotjust bent, but broken.

Theuwriteris advocate, Supreme Court

Calvin & Hobbes

COUNTY LIBRARY? \ES,
00 YOU HAVE ANY BOOKS
ON HOMEMADE BOMBS?
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THATS WHAT T SAD. T
NEED A BOOK THAT LISTS
SUPPLIES AND GWES STEP-
BY-STEP INSTRUCTIONS
FOR BUILDING, R\GG\NQ
AND DETONATING THEM

\
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WELL WHAT ABOUT YOUR,

GOTHER BRANCHES? DONT
THEY HRNE ANY BOOKS

LIKE THAT?

AND PEOPLE ‘NDNVER

Whenever
vouare
about to find
faultwith
someone, ask
yourselfthe
following
question: What fault of mine most
nearly resembles the one Iam
about tocriticise?

Marcus Aurelius, Meditations

Let’s Make The World A Humane Place

Sumit Paul

is ismy simplereligion. There is
noneed for temples, noneed for
complicated philosophy. Our own
brain, our own heart is our temple; the

philosophy iskindness.” - Dalai Lama. concept of

‘we're born and the day we find out why?
Because it'snotenough to be justa
human. We must exercise our
humaneness and empathise withall.
Service toothersistherent we pay fol
ourroom hereon Earth. The U

youmust be humane and adopta
humanitarian approach and attitude
towardsall beings, not just humans. It's
worthwhile to mention that inIslamic
mysticismand apu‘ltua].lty. tasawwuf,

boundariesand remindsusof our shared
humanity, making it the most precious
and enduringaspect of the human
experience. Whether it is love for family,
friends, or even strangers, it is the common

there'sasu

dinsaan. The former isone

‘Aug19is commemorated as World
Humanitarian Day. Whileacts of
humanity, sensitivity, empathy and
camaraderie cannot be squeezed into

She swwped down and removed me from the scene like a street dog from Delhx
NCR. ‘Why are you talking to that man!” she hissed at me angrily. Apparently
he belonged to that side of the family that had encroached on the family property
decades ago. | was summoned by the old Thaatha in the front row who attempted
to broker a ceasefire. Or at least a peace agreement.

Everyone huddled together and discussed matters seriously. Nothing
seemed to change but someone was being nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize.
Now Kamala insistsItakean oath never to speak agam m publicor to aubxml a
writtenapology. Telect i

justa thisdayremindsus
of humanity’s shared destiny on earth.
Anindividual can live fully only when
herises above individualistic concerns
tobroader concerns of all

the world is a family -isnot utop).an
orquixotic. The thread and
spiritof humanity and o
empathy run throughall -
soulsandallindividuals. a2

If oursouls aren’t e
sﬁnvedb} what's happening
m Gaza, Ukrame’

aadmi-thelatteri

‘who breathes— jo’dam’le woh

thread that weaves usall together ina
world that can often feel divided.
Anindividual’s humanity and
bri auniversal

many

because life’smost urgent question is,
“What are you doing for others?’ This

partsof the world, we're
dead souls of Russianauthor Nikolai

with Uns - universallove;
g“, Agape of Christianity, Uns
% orUnsivatis Arabic for love.
Jismein Uns howoh insaan
hai. We can all experience

love, nomatter who weareor

THE SPEAKING TREE wherewe come from.No
matter our differences in
background, culture, or beliefs, love

change. This is humanitarianism. In
these uncertainand gory times when
mankind is beleaguered, even the smallest
actordeed of love and empathy can
make adifference. Urdu-Persian poet
‘Nashtar’ Nishapurisaid, “Yatoh har
chehramuskuraye ya phir har chehra
rode/Jazbaat sab ke ek se hon, sabhi
saath hansein, sabhi saath royein” -

isthe crux and purpose of human
existence: What are we doing for others?

ahusband todoso.

the twomost important
days in thelives of all of us are the day

Gogol's novel. Jalaluddin Rumi says in
Dari(Afghan variant of Persian), “Kaz
minanfaas nee insaan,” - justtobreathe
doesn’t make usa human. Tobe human,

connects usall. It is a powerful force
that unites people from all walks of life
and brings communities together in
times of joy and sorrow. Love transcends

Every face should either smile or cry/
Feelings of all should be the same; all
should smileand cry in unison. Let us
actright now.
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The most I can do for my friend is simply be his friend.
Henry David Thoreau
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BITS and pieces:
Tragedy calls for
deeper reforms

he death of another student at the BITS Pilani, Goa cam-

pus last week has once again put the spotlight on issues

within an institution, this time, prompting a wider view of

issues plaguing students. The 20-year-old Kushagra Jain’s

death, which reportedly occurred in his sleep, represents
the fourth campus tragedy in eight months, prompting pressing in-
quiries about the atmosphere, mental health resources, and the ac-
countability of the institution.

While reports indicate that Jain died in his sleep, the precise cir-
cumstances are still being investigated, and the cause of death has
yet to be determined. The previous three deaths, linked to suicides
due to academic pressures, presented a troubling narrative regard-
ing the impact of relentless stress and high expectations on students.
However, Jain’s death prompts us to consider factors beyond academ-
ic pressure. It highlights the necessity to scrutinize the larger campus
culture that may be creating an environment in which students feel
trapped, isolated, or unsupported.

Goa is home to several prestigious colleges and institutes, but the sit-
uation that has unfolded at BITS Pilani needs to be pondered. Why do
such extreme cases happen at this institute, and why not elsewhere?
The concentration of these tragedies at BITS invites inquiries about its
distinctive institutional culture, policies, and support mechanisms.
Are there systemic problems within BITS that intensify stress? Is there
a culture that deters students from seeking assistance or discussing
mental health issues openly? Or does the competitive atmosphere gen-
erate feelings of inadequacy and hopelessness? Or are there issues be-
yond academics? These questions require deep reflection from the ad-
ministration, and a superficial reshuffling of protocols will not help in
the long run. The pattern suggests that issues require further attention.

Adding to the worry is the lack of transparency regarding these in-
cidents. The comprehensive report submitted to the Governor in May,
which included the three suspected suicides, has not been made pub-
lic. Transparency is crucial in addressing systemic problems; keeping
such reports hidden only breeds suspicion and hinders constructive
discussion. When stakeholders — parents, students, staff, and the
broader community — are left uninformed, it obstructs efforts to effect
meaningful changes. The silence surrounding the report suggests a dis-
connect between the institution’s internal measures and the communi-
ty’s right to be informed and involved in protecting student welfare.

The recurring tragedies, despite announced initiatives such as cur-
riculum reforms, flexible examinations, and wellness courses, imply
that these actions are either inadequate or poorly executed. Inade-
quate counseling resources, ineffective mental health frameworks,
and a culture that stigmatises seeking help are significant obstacles
that must be urgently addressed. In recent times, there have been
cases of narcotics being consumed around campuses, although sev-
eral managements have kept it under wraps to protect the image of
respective institutes. The BITS scenario serves as a crucial reminder
that elite institutions are not immune to issues and that the inabili-
ty to tackle these problems can have disastrous outcomes. There is
a need for a fundamental cultural transformation, keeping in mind
empathy and support, and genuine student-oriented reforms.

The death of Kushagra Jain, along with the preceding tragedies, il-
lustrates a critical necessity for systemic reflection. BITS Pilani must
address the foundational campus culture that may be exacerbating
student distress. In the pursuit of excellence, an institute cannot over-
look situations because these could only vitiate the environment.

OPEN SPACE »» ((m

Encroachment by law: Goa’s
comunidade crisis deepens

Te recent amendment to the Code of Comunidades, pushed through by the

Pramod Sawant government, has ignited a firestorm of controversy across

Goa. By inserting Article 372-B, the government has created an unprecedent-
ed mechanism to regularise illegal houses built on age-old village communes.
The Opposition has rightly called out the amendment for what it is: a backdoor
attempt to convert unlawful occupation into legal ownership, thereby rewarding
encroachers and punishing the rightful c dians of ¢ i lands. The in-
sertion of Article 372-B has weaponised silence. If comunidade attorneys do not
respond within 45 days, their silence is deemed as consent. This is a dangerous
distortion of due process and a clear violation of property law. Moreover, it con-
tradicts landmark Supreme Court rulings that prohibit the regularisation of illegal
constructions on common lands. The ecological fallout is equally alarming. With
land use “corrections™ under the TCP Act, vast swathes of agricultural and orchard
land—over 17 lakh sqm—have already been converted into settlements. The courts
must intervene to uphold the sanctity of comunidade lands and the rule of law.

EVERETTE ASSIS TELLES, Margao
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So, who's selling Goa’s land?

The "Goans are selling" narrative is an alibi. To avoid accountability
for bad governance and crony capitalism

Frederick
Noronha, besides
writing, also
publishes books

FREDERICK NORONHA

hen Goa complains about the
Wmany unwelcome changes tak-

ing place here, our benight-
ed political class is often quick to turn
around and promptly say: “But who is
selling the land?” Is this argument real-
istic, legit and true, or just an alibi? Is
the average Goan really responsible for
the mess Goa is in?

This issue is complex and important.
It reaches the heart of the debates over
Goa's transformation. How we under-
stand it will determine the manner in
which we judge Goan society.

From a politician’s point of view, the
answer is simple. Even simplistic: “The
Goans are selling their own land.” This
argument is often used to deflect blame.
It suggests that if Goans are themselves
selling land to ‘outsiders’, then they are
complicit in the rapid, often reckless,
‘development’ the region is seeing.

In such a situation, land speculators,
‘outsiders’, or governments cannot be
blamed alone. On the surface, this may
sound like a reasonable point. But,
look deeper and it’s easy to realise that
it oversimplifies the situation. It con-
veniently ignores a much deeper reality.
Context really matters,

As Kenneth Noland, the 20th century
American painter, once put it: “For me,
context is the key. From that comes the
understanding of everything.” In other
words, context gives meaning to infor-
mation.

To blame “Goans” as a whole is mis-
leading. Specific individuals have opted
to sell their land. This is often the case
with those who own, or have inherited,
large tracts of prime land. We've seen
controversial projects come up in such
areas. The heating up of the Goan land
market, ever since the CHOGM Retreat
and the spurt of tourism in the 1980s
(which got more intense with time, and
many politicians doubling up as real-
tors), has made this seem like a tempting
deal to some.

Many sellers are absentee landlords,
Daizpora Goans, or old elite families.
They currently have little day-to-day
connection to Goa left. The trajectory of
Goan politics, especially since the 1960s,
has converted them into a politically-dis-
empowered ‘subaltern elite’. One that
has the past clout and reputation, but
little political influence left.

Average Goans, especially tenants,
mundkar families, or low-income locals,

often don’t own land to begin with.
They have little say in such transac-
tions.

But that is not all. There’s another
side to this story. Why are these indi-
viduals selling out?

Economic pressure, lack of oppor-
tunities, the rising cost of living, the
threat of losing their lands to encroach-
ers, and the collapse of traditional live-
lihoods - farming, fishing, toddy-tap-
ping -- can make it risky to hold on to
ancestral properties. In addition, there
are also inheritance and partition is-
sues. Families with members abroad
often find it easier to sell than manage
or develop property jointly.

Hostile land laws further squeeze
these sections. From misused mund-
kar claims to the recent Escheats, For-
feiture and Bona Vacantia Act, a name
which some politicians also stumble
while pronouncing.

(For the few who might not know by
now, The Goa Escheats, Forfeiture and
Bona Vacantia Act, 2024, allows the
state government to formally assume
control - after a speedy inquiry, pub-
lic notice, and procedure -- of land,
buildings, or other property in Goa
when the rightful owner has died with-
out legal heirs, abandoned it or left it
unclaimed. This law's title comes from
the legal doctrines involving escheat
(inheritance lapsing to the State), for-
feiture (confiscation when unclaimed),
and bona vacantia (ownerless proper-

For many, the decisions they take are

OIdlllaly Goans based on a lack of choice rather than
cannot be held g“i,evf,' e
il 0 enables and benefits from this?
{::P:;Trtlifor Often the state apparatus itself. In-
A cluding politicians, bureaucrats and
tion of our real estate lobbies. These have a key
environment role in facilitating the process.
and communi- Not surprisingly, this is done through
" a series of routes: (i) weak or manipu-
ties. To blame lated zoning laws (ii) corruption and
them ducksan regulatory loopholes (iii) skewed infra-
understanding structure development that raises land
Xy prices in targeted areas. Such changes
gthe sVs:ﬁimK benefit a narrow few. Among them are
rces working politically-connected builders, bro-
. onGoa i kers, and ‘developers’ (both Goan and

from beyond).

We need to remind ourselves that
the state is supposed to govern for the
collective good, not just enable private
deals. Blaming individuals for selling
land is like blaming citizens for climate
change. Yes, in doing so, we can ig-
nore fossil fuel companies. Individual
choices do exist, but the system often
enables and even rewards harmful be-
haviour.

The average Goan has little polit-
ical or economic power to influence
large-scale change. They are being
displaced and priced-out of their own
localities, as noticeable in any area get-
ting gentrified. Take a look at Assagao,
Anjuna-Vagator, Moira, Panjim's “Lat-
in Quarter” Fontainhas, Dona Paula or
Parra. There is hardly any public con-
sultation on mega projects and land
conversions.

So, the “Goans are selling” narrative
is an alibi. To avoid accountability for
bad governance and crony capitalism.
It can divide public opinion and si-
lence protest. Likewise, it is most help-
ful in shifting the blame from the State
to the individual.

Some Goans are indeed selling an-
cestral land (or even that they don't
own). But that does not mean that Goa
is selling itself out. Ordinary Goans
cannot be held responsible for the de-
struction of our environment and com-
munities. To blame them ducks an
understanding of the systemic forces
working on Goa. Above all, it is an ab-
dication of political responsibility.

(‘Systemic forces’ refer to the big,
built-in influences in society that qui-
etly reshape how people live and what
choices or chances they get. These in-
clude the economy, politics, culture or
social traditions. This isn't about one
person’s decision or a single event.
These “rules of the system™ affect many
people in similar ways, often without
them even noticing.)

Who profits from these sales? Who
writes the laws? Who decides what
gets built and where? Till we answer
such questions, blaming the average
Goan amounts to building a conven-
ient myth.

THE INBOX »>

Between student suicides
and parents’ dreams

Most parents have the vision to make
themselves proud to see their children
grow their careers brighter by investing in
higher education, at times even drawing
educational loans. Children on the other
hand, support the parents by working
hard to get distinction results to meets
parents dreams. But with four deaths
within ayear at one of the top institute -
BITS Pilani, Goa finds rest of the parents
in a hardcore trauma to think, is my child
next? Some study speaks about “most of
the root causes of these suicides are the
lack of encouragement and support from
family members, both financially and
mentally. Most parents are looking for top
retums on their investment and get ob-
sessed with marks as they approach the
final years, aiming to see their child have
atop-notch job or position, while some
may argue - there could be other reasons
such as addiction to drugs, etc. Sad
though, but where do the parents stand?

GASTON DIAS, Sarzora

Infra check needed before
approving mega projects

This is with reference to the report,
“Mega housing projects in Betalbatim
draw local ire - The Goan Everyday -
August 18, 2025.” One can understand
the fears of the villagers of Betalbatim
and it was good to see the Betalbatim
gram sabha members coming out to
oppose mega housing projects in the
village. Limited infrastructure such as
roads, power, water supply need to be
taken into account when such mega
projects are planned. But somehow the
authorities don’t seem to

Stop mindless giveaway of comunidade land

It was really unfortunate for the Chlcallm and Chicolna comuni-
dades toissue a the in legal-
ising illegal houses on comunidade land! The statementinclud-
ed the words “To Fill Coffers” Seems they like political parties,
corrupt ministers/bureaucrats etc have the same aim today “To
Fill Coffers” with no care whatsoever as to the negative effects on
Goa and its posterity! The term “Goan” is not clearly defined and
hence these comunidade spokespeople should stop misusing
the term “Goan” to justify their controversial actions. It's com-
mon knowledge that there are corrupt politicians (past /present)
who have strong ties to specific comunidade authorities in Goa;
which is the reason for the mess we see in the system today.

| felt that when the Goa Govt passed this bill, some ministers
whose very political survival depended on these comunidade
illegalities, had already some sort of understanding with some
comunidade authorities; hence such public statements by spe-
cific comunidades was to be expected. | hope these gaunkars
who truly love Goa stand up and stop all this mindless giveaway
of the comunidade land which has been preserved by our forefa-
thers for many generations.

ARWIN MESQUITA, (olva

affectthe environment and ecosystem

of the region. Even in cities like Mumbai, '
redevelopment permissions are granted \
left, right & centre even though the in-

frastructure remains the same, as such

there is no scope for expanding the

And especially when it is a village the au-
thorities need to think twice as itwill also

infrastructure.
MELVILLEX D’SOUZA, Mumbai Send Vz:"
letters to us
Wastage of food served as ateditor@
meals cannot be justified thegoan.net.
There is an old tradition to serve meals Letters must
to devotees and public alike on spe- be 150-200
cific days of the week, all days in the words and
ausplcmus monthii in the year for which mention the
get contribu- iter'
tion generously and this practice is writer’s "_ame
mostly prevailing at religious places ! and location

(mostly in temples). The meals served
while sitting down on the floor or on the
tables and those cooking themselves
are putting items on the plate in large
quantities as they are tired and eager to
finish tasks fast. There is heavy wastage
of eatables that are left over in the plate
inthe process as children are not able
to consume all and many leave it on one
pretext or another. The same scenario is
witnessed in parties where wastage is
glorified to show financial status. The
food so wasted could have been very well
diverted, given to shelter homes or such
needy places.

BHALCHANDRA VS PRIOLKAR, Margao

The Catholic Church is
the world’s largest NGO

The Catholic Church operates the world's
largest non-governmental system of
schools and healthcare facilities. Glob-
ally, Catholic institutions serve millions
of students and patients. Over 62 million
students are enrolled in primary and
secondary schools. Healthcare forms the
bedrock of the church with 5,000 hos-
pitals, 10,000 orphanages and 18,000
clinics, 10,500 creches, 3,000 rehabil-
itation centres. Besides, the churches
run 33,000 homes for the sick, dying
and destitutes, including 550 leprosy
care homes. Caritas Intemationalis, the
charity arm of the Catholic church , is the
second largest aid provider of the world
after Red Cross, providing humanitarian
emergency relief during natural calam-
ities and disasters. The Society of Saint
Vincent de Paul is a large international
charitable organization with a significant
global footprint. Theywork in parishes

, adopting indigent families, providing
them with rations and financial aid
among other things.

ROBERT CASTELLINO, Calangute
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FUELING INDIA@79: HOW MSMES BECAME THE
POWERHOUSE OF A NEW ECONOMIC ERA

OPINION

REKHA SHARMA

e story of India’s
economic resilience
and its ambitions

to emerge as a $5 trillion
economy cannot be told
without acknowledging the
vital role of Micro, Small
and Medium Enterprises
(MSMEs). Often called
the “growth engine” of the
nation, MSMEs contribute
over 30% to India’s GDP,

ward formalization, digital
empowerment, technologi-
caladvancement, and inclu-
sive entrepreneurship.
Itisimportant to highlight
the glaring negligence of the
opposition parties, who for
vears ignored the urgent
need for policy reforms in
the MSME sector. Their
lack of vision and failure to
act left millions of MSMEs
struggling under archaic
regulations and systemic
barriers. The sector, vital
for India’s economic fabric,
suffered immensely due to
their shortsightedness and
political inertia. In stark
contrast, it is Prime Minis-
ter Modi's government that
has taken bold strides to re-
shape the MSME landscape
with progressive policies
that truly empower these

nearly half of its exports, enterprises and unlock their

and employ over 11 crore  full potential.

people. Yet, for decades,

these enterprises were FROM INFORMAL TO

constrained by red tape, FORMAL — THE DIGI-

lack of formal recognition, TAL LEAP

inadequate access to credit,  One of the most significant

and outdated technol gamech has been the
Under the visionary lead-  launch of the Udyam Regis-

ership of Prime Minister tration Portal (URP) in July

Narendra Modi, the MSME ~ 2020. In a country where

sector has undergone un-
precedented transforma-
tion — both in spirit and
structure. The govern-
ment’s reforms have not
been piecemeal fixes; they
represent a holistic shift to-

form-filling was once syn-
onymous with queues and
paper trails, URP is fully
online, paperless, and based
on self-declaration. It gives
MSMEs a unique identity
and unlocks eligibility for

government schemes with-
out bureaucratic hurdles.

Recognizing that millions
of Informal Micro Enter-
prises (IMEs) lacked PAN or
GST registration, the Udy-
am Assist Platform (UAP)
was introduced in January
2023 in collaboration with
SIDBI. This innovative
formalization initiative not
only eases doing business
butalso integrates these en-
terprises into the broader fi-
nancial ecosystem, making
them visible to lenders and
markets alike.

DIGITAL INDIA MEETS
MSMES

The Modi government’s
MSME strategy has em-
bedded digital adoption at
its core. Enterprises regis-
tered on URP can directly
link with the Government
e-Marketplace (GeM) to
participate in transpar-
ent procurement. MSME
Global Mart Portal offers a
dedicated B2B platform to
connect with domestic and
international buyers. The
PM Vishwakarma Scheme
takes this further by incen-

tivizing artisans and crafts-

people to embrace digital
payments. Even a modest
cashback of Re. 1 per eli-
gible transaction builds
habits that bring traditional
trade into the modern digi-
tal economy, fostering both
trustand traceability.

REDEFINING MSMES
FOR GROWTH

In the Union Budget 2025,
the definition of MSMEs
was revised — investment
limits increased by 2.5
times and turnover thresh-
olds doubled. This reform
is far more than a statistical

tweal: it allows enterprises
to scale without fear of los-
ing benefits, enabling them
to access larger contracts,

like engineering, plastics,
electronics, and auto parts.
These centres not only of-
fer access to state-of-the-art

better financing, and invest  tools but also conduct skill-
in technology des.In-  ingp to prepare
dia’s foruson MakeinIndia MSMEs for Industry 4.0.

and Skill India is not just
policy—it is practice. For
instance, Haryana-based
Parashar Future Technolo-
gies is producing world-
class, finest quality pros-
thetics that are now being
exported globally, showcas-
ing how MSMEs can drive
India’s self-reliance and
global standing.

TECHNOLOGY AND
SKILLS — THE NEW
CURRENCY

To address the technol-
ogy gap, the Ministry of
MSME has established 27
Technology Centres (Tool
Rooms & Technical In-
stitutions) across sectors

The MSME Champions
Scheme integrates flagship
initiatives like the ZED Cer-
tification Scheme for sus-
tainable manufacturingand
the Digital MSME Scheme
to push enterprises toward
greener, smarter, and more
competitive operations.
Entrepreneurship Skill
Development Programmes
complement this by offering
hbasic and advanced busi-
ness training, with Udyam
Registration now linked to
National Career Services,
e-Shram, and Skill India
Digital Portal — creating a
tightly woven network of
skills, jobs, and enterprise
support.

FINANCING THE
FUTURE

Finance remains the lifeline
of any enterprise. The gov-
ernment’s Budget 2025 an-
nouncements have boldly
addressed this by:

- Doubling startup guaran-
tee coverage from 10 crore
to 20 crore.

- Extending term loan
credit guarantees of up to

20 crore for well-run ex-
porter MSMEs.

- Creating a new Fund of
Funds with 10,000 crore
to catalyze venture invest-
ments.

« Launching a special
scheme for 5 lakh women,
SC, and ST first-time entre-
preneurs with term loans
upto 2crore over the next
five years.

These measures ensure
that capital reaches not just
the established but also the
aspirational — democratis-

ing entrepreneurship.

A FEDERAL
APPROACH

WITH LOCAL
EMPOWERMENT

‘While promotion and de-
velopment of enterprises
remain a State subject, the
Modigovernment'sroleasa
catalyst is unmistakable. By
designing policies that States
can adapt, and by building
national-level infrastruc-
ture — digital, financial, and
technical — the Centre has
empowered States and UTs
to nurture their own MSME
ecosystems.

THE BIGGER PICTURE

This transformation of the
MSME sector is not acci-
dental — it’s the product of
political will, policy coher-
ence, and execution disci-
pline. Prime Minister Modi's
governance philosophy has

always been rooted in “Min-
imum Government, Maxi-
mum Governance”, and the
MSME reforms embody
this ethos: reducing com-
pliance burden, enabling
self-certification, and em-
powering entrepreneurs to
compete globally. The jour-
ney is far from over. But the
foundations have been laid
for an MSME sector that is
formal, digitally integrated,
technologically advanced,
financially empowered,
and globally competitive.
In many ways, this is the
silent revolution of India’s
economic story — where
small enterprises dream
big and the government en-
sures those dreams have a
fair shot at reality.

In essence, PM Modi's

MSME reforms are more
than administrative chang-
es — they arean investment
in India’s entrepreneurial
spirit. The results will be felt
not just in GDP numbers,
but in the millions of jobs
created, the global markets
penetrated, and the inno-
vations born in workshops
and small offices across the
country. This is the frue tes-
tament to progressive gov-
ernance, a stark contrast to
the lackluster approach of
the opposition, who failed
to provide any meaningful
support or reform to this
crucial sector. The Modi
government’s commitment
and actionable policies have
changed the narrative for
MSMEs in India, empow-
ering them to become the
growth engine of anew eco-
nomic era.
Rekha Sharma, Member of
Parliament, Rajya Sabha, and
former Chairperson, National
Commission for Women

Nuclear brinkmanship as statecraft: Pakistan’s reckless
posturing and the case for disarmament

OPINION

PRANJAL CHATURVEDI AND
RUCHIKA KUMARI

Pakistan Army Chief, Field
Marshal Asim Munir while
addressing the Pakistani di-
aspora in the United States,
on August 10 said, “We are
a nuclear nation, if we think
we are going down, we'll take
balf the world down with us”.
The Indian government
expressed its displeasure
through MEA Spokesper-
son Randhir Jaiswal, who
responded on August 11,
2025 (Monday), “It is regret-
table that such a remark has
been made from the friendly
third country”, further stat-
ing Asim Munir's latest
“nuclear sabre-rattling is Paki-

threatening to take haif the
world down.

In the United States, the
sane voices are looking at
Asim Munir's

Nuclear deterrence is based
on the idea that the cost ofa
nuclear first strike is so high
that no country would con-
template initiating a nuclear
strike. General Munir's state-
ment invokes a dangerous
doctrine of “full-spectrum
deterrence” or a “scorched-
earth” policy in the event of
a perceived existential col-
lapse. The rhetoric of General
Munir suggests a departure
from rational calculation
and a resort to apocalyptic,

icmeasures. Such

with great dismay. Ex. US
Official Michael Rubin,
expressing his displea-
sure with Munir’s state-
ment, described Munir as
“Osama bin Laden in a suit”.
From Britain (a NATO
ally), author David Vance
condemned Asim Munir's
nuclear threats, calling
them “absolutely scandalous
and disgraceful”. Further,
Vance stated that he would
lll(e to see the “US break off

K k-in-trade”. ic relations with Pak-

Giving the benefit of the  istan until it starts to behave
doubt, it may be a coinci-  like a civilised country, which
dence that Asim Munir’s it hasn't in a long time.”
threatening remarks came
justa day after the 80" an- NUCLEAR
niversary of the Nuclear DOCTRINE: BUILT ON
attack on Nagasaki (Japan). INSTABILITY AND
It was dismalizing for the BLUSTER:
global ¢ ity to no-  Thepr by Gen-
tice that on the one hand,  eral Asim Munir transcends

Japanese Prime Minister

the strategic ambiguity of

Shigeru Ishibaurgedallthe  nuclear deterrence and en-
countries to work towards  ters tlm realm of explicit,
nuclear disar ;on threat-making.
the other hand, the Army  The core principle of nuclear

Chief of Pakistan, a con-
trolled state, ‘Pakistan’, is

deterrence is Mutually As-
sured Destruction (MAD).

irresponsible posturing of a
nuclear-armed state is in-
herently destabilising and
disturbing global norms. It
replaces the logic of deter-
rence with an unpredictable
calculus of last resort.

Apart from the rhetoric
and lamenting, on one ac-
count, Asim Munir ap-
peared to have some sub-
stance. Munir remarked,
“India is a shining Mercedes
comingon a bighway like a Fer-
rari, but we are a dump truck
Sfull of gravel. If the truck hits
the car, who is going to be the
loser?” Looking at Pakistan’s
state of economy and politi-
cal situation vis-a-vis India’s
fast growth rate, there is no
doubt that the dump-truck
analogy drawn by the gen-
eral of Pakistan has sub-
stance. Just, General Munir
missed that India, a shining
Mercedes, is guarded by
BrahMos, Agni-V, Nirbhay,
Pralay, etc.

The rhetoric was meant
for his international vis-a-
vis domestic audience. The

Pakistan Army Chief, Field Marshal Asim Munir

Nuclearweapons are a shield for Pakistan’s
adventurism. Pakistan isa country

with terrorist links and weak command
and control. On the one band, Pakistan
harbours groups like Lashkar-e-Taiba

and Jaish-e-Mobammed, raisingfears

of anuclear-terror nexus; on the other
hand, frequent military coups increase
risks of unauthorised launches or thefi.

health of Pakistan is in a
dilapidated state. Military-
controlled Pakistan, hav-
ing a total debt of Rs 76.01
trillion, with a GDP growth

rate of 3.2% and grappling
with political instability, has
to have some strong projec-
tions for diverting the atten-
tion of the domestic popu-

lace. The statement appears
to aim at consolidating
power and deflecting inter-
nal criticism domestically.
Internationally, the state-
ment appears to aim at rais-
ing an alarm bell through
nuclear blackmail and
compel international actors
to intervene in the regional
conflict. For India, it’s sig-
nalling a readiness to esca-
late beyond rational bound-
aries. India called out this
nuclear rhetoric and gave a
proportionate, precise, and
targeted response through
‘Operation Sindoor” after
the Pahalgam terror at-
tacks. But the statement of
General Munir appears to
do more harm than good
for Pakistan. This solidi-
fies the global perception of
Pakistan asanirresponsible
nuclear state, with a risk of
further isolating Pakistan.

The most critical danger of
rhetoric lies in the potential
miscalculation fostering a
‘security dilemma’. When
the state abandons cautious
language and adopts a tone
of brinkmanship, it creates
a situation where conven-
tional conflict may spiral
outof control. Italso shapes
people’s perceptions about
war, making citizens war-
mongers.

THE CASE FOR
PAKISTAN'S NUCLEAR
DISARMAMENT:

The nuclear-armed coun-
triesare governed by elected
leaders, but Pakistan is not
under civilian control. The

nuclear program of Paki-
stan is monopolised by its
military, i.e., Inter-Services
Intelligence (ISI) and Army
Strategic Forces Command
(ASFC). The past track re-
cord of Pakistan shows an
irresponsible approach to-
wards nuclear secrets. On
February 04, 2004, Abdul
Qadeer Khan, the scientist
of Pakistan, acknowledged
that during the past two
decades, he had secretly
provided North Korea, Lib-
ya, and Iran with nuclear
secrets for making nuclear
weapons. Mr. Khan was
granted a pardon shortly
after his confession on
national television by the
then-president, Gen. Per-
vez Musharraf. The ques-
tion stands tall: Would the
world tolerate an irrespon-
sible nuclear state threaten-
ing global annihilation?
Nuclear weapons are a
shield for Pakistan’s ad-
venturism. Pakistan is a
country with terrorist links
and weak command and
control. On the one hand,
Pakistan harbours groups
like Lashkar-e-Taiba and
Jaish-e-Mohammed, rais-
ing fears of a nuclear-terror
nexus; on the other hand,
frequent military coups in-
creaserisks of unauthorised
launches or theft. Pakistan
is not a signatory to the
Treaty on the Non-Prolifer-
ation of Nuclear Weapons,
1968 (NPT), but Pakistan
violates the very founda-
tional principles of the
treaty, rendering humanity

at risk. While 122 countries
endorsed the Treaty on
the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons, 2017 (TPNW),
Pakistan's open threat of
annihilation defies the very
objective of the treaty.

The international commu-
nity should come forward
and condemn the state-
ment made by Army Chief
Asim Munir in unequivo-
cal terms. The Financial
Action Task Force (FATF)
should blacklist Pakistan
unless it dismantles terror
networks. All the global aid
to Pakistan must be condi-
tioned on Pakistan adopt-
ing a no-first-use nuclear
policy. The UNSC should
demand Pakistan's nuclear
transparency vis-a-vis the
responsible nuclear powers,
i.e., India, the US, France,
and the UK, and should put
pressure on Pakistan to act
and speak like a responsible
nuclear power.

A military-ruled country
sponsoring terrorism, with
its military chief threatening
to erase half of the world,
has no moral or strategic
right to retain nuclear weap-
ons. The choice in front of
the global community is
clear—either to act before
Pakistan’s brinkmanship
turns prophecy into dooms-
day or to be under constant
risk born from Pakistan’s
instability.

Pranjal and Ruchika are Doc-
toral Research Fellows at Ben-
nett University (Times of India
Group)
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CUT CANCER RISK: MOVE MORE, LIVE SMART

DR LALIT MOHAN SHARMA

ancer is one of the

leading causes of

death worldwide,
but an increasing body of
evidence suggests that many
forms of cancer are prevent-
able. While some risk fac-
tors such as age and genet-
ics are beyond our control,
a significant percentage of
cancer cases can be attrib-
uted to modifiable lifestyle
choices. Among these, diet,
exercise, and general life-
style habits play a major
role. Adopting a healthy
lifestyle doesn’t guarantee
immunity, but it can signifi-
cantly reduce your risk and
improve your overall quality
oflife.

1. THE POWER OF
PHYSICAL ACTIVITY
Regular physical activity
is one of the most effective
ways to lower cancer risk.
Exercise helps regulate
hormones, reduce inflam-
mation, boost the immune
system, and maintain a
healthy weight—all of
which contribute to cancer
prevention. According to
the American Cancer Soci-
ety, adults should aim for at
least 150 minutes of moder-
ate-intensity or 75 minutes

of vigorous-intensity exer-
cise each week.

Some ways exercise reduc-
es cancer risk include:

« Lowering estrogen and
insulin levels: High levels of
these hormones are linked
to breast and colon cancers.
» Enhancing digestion and
gut health: Physical activity
helps move food through
the digestive tract, lowering
the risk of colon cancer.

« Boosting immune fune-
tion: A strong immune sys-
tem can detect and elimi-
nate abnormal cells before
they develop into cancer.
Activities such as brisk
walking, cycling, swim-
ming, strength training,
and even gardening can
contribute to meeting your
exercise goals. Consistency
is key—making movement
a regular part of your daily
routine is more beneficial
than occasional intense
workouts.

2. MAINTAINING A
HEALTHY WEIGHT
Obesity is a major risk fac-
tor for several types of can-
cer, including breast (post-
menopausal), endometrial,
esophageal, kidney, pan-
creatic, and liver cancer.
Excess body fat can lead to
chronic inflaimmation and
hormone imbalances, both
of which can encourage
cancer development.

To manage weight effec-
tively:

+ Combine a balanced diet
with regular physical activ-
ity.

« Focus on portion control
and avoid emotional eating.

« Limit high-calorie, low-
nutrient foods and bever-

viedica

care

ages.

Losing even a small
amount of weight if you're
overweight or obese can
make a significant differ-
ence in cancer risk and
overall health.

3. EAT A CANCER-

PREVENTIVE DIET

‘What you eat matters. A
plant-based, nutrient-rich
diet provides antioxidants
and phytochemicals that
help protect cells from
damage. While no single

Prevention , —

food can prevent cancer, the
overall pattern of your diet
iscrucial.

Here are some dietary
guidelines to reduce cancer
risk:

+ Eat more fruits and veg-
etables: Aim for at least 5
servings per day. They're
packed with vitamins,
minerals, fiber, and antioxi-
dants,

+ Choose whole grains
over refined grains: Whole
grains contain more fiber,
which may help lower the

i/ )
! Héalthy
\ulifestyle

risk of colorectal cancer. or alcoholic drinks sup-
« Limit red and processed  ports healthy digestion and
meats: C ion of weight

processed meats (like ba-
con, sausages, and deli
meats) is linked to a higher
risk of colorectal cancer.
Red meat should be limited
to no more than 18 ounces
per week.

+ Avoid sugary drinks and
excess sugar: High sugar
intake contributes to obe-
sity, a known cancer risk
factor.

« Stay hydrated: Drink-
ing water instead of sugary

4. AVOID TOBACCO IN
ALL FORMS
Tobacco use remains the
leading cause of prevent-
able cancer worldwide.
Smoking is responsible
for about 22% of cancer
deaths and is linked to at
least 15 types of cancer,
including lung, throat,
mouth, pancreas, and
bladder cancers.

Even if you've smoked for

Smokingis
responsible for
about22% of
cancer deaths and
islinked to at least
15typesof cancer,
including lung,
throat, mouth,
pancreas, and
bladder cancers.

years, quitting at any age
can significantly reduce
your risk. Avoiding second-
hand smoke is also impor-
tant, especially for children
and non-smoking adults.

5. LIMIT ALCOHOL
CONSUMPTION

Alcohol is classified as a
Group 1 carcinogen by the
International Agency for
Research on Cancer. Even
moderate drinking increas-
es the risk of several can-
cers, including breast, liver,
and colorectal cancers. If

you choose to drink, do so
in moderation: no more
than one drink per day for
women and two for men.

6. PROTECT YOUR
SKIN

Skin cancer is one of the
most common—and pre-
ventable—types of cancer.
Protecting your skin from
excessive sun exposure is
critical:

« Use broad-spectrum
sunsereen with SPF 30 or
higher.

« Wear protective clothing
and hats when outdoors.

» Avoid tanning beds and
sunlamps.

7. GET SCREENED
AND STAY INFORMED
While lifestyle changes
are crucial, early detection
through regular screening
is equally important. Talk
to your healthcare pro-
vider about appropriate
cancer screenings based on
your age, gender, and fam-
ily history. Screenings for
breast, cervical, colorectal,
and skin cancer can detect
abnormalities early, when
they’re most treatable.
Preventing cancer isn't
about a single magic bul-
let—it’s about consistent,
long-term lifestyle choices.
By incorporating regular
physical activity, maintain-
ing a healthy weight, eating
a halanced diet, and avoid-
ing harmful substances like
tobacco and excessive alco-
hol, you can take control of
vour health and significant-
1y reduce your risk. Preven-
tion is a powerful tool, and
every positive change you
make adds up to a stronger
defense against cancer.

Cultivating calm:

DR. SHOBHITA JAIN

In our fast-paced, intercon-
nected world, anxiety has
become an increasingly
commeon companion for
many. While a certain level
of stress is a natural part of
life, chronic anxiety can be

even be motivating.
However, when these feel-
ings become excessive, per-
sistent, and interfere with
daily life, it might be an
anxiety disorder. Common
types include Generalized
Anxiety Disorder (GAD),
Panic Disorder, Social Anx-
iety Disorder, and phobias.
Recognizing the differenceis
the first step toward seeking
appropriate support.

THE INTERCONNECT-
EDNESS OF MIND AND
BODY

It's crucial to understand
that your mental and physi-
cal health are deeply inter-
twined. Chronic anxiety
doesn't just manifest as

debilitating, i our
thoughts, emotions, and
physical well-being. Under-
standing mental health and
proactively adopting strate-
gies to manage anxiety isn't
Jjust about coping; it's about
thriving.

WHAT IS ANXIETY,
ANYWAY?

At its core, anxiety is your
body’s natural response to
stress. It'sa feeling of fear or
apprehension about what's
to come. For instance, feel-
ing anxious before a major
presentation orasignificant
life event is completely nor-
mal. This type of anxiety is
often temporary and can

it can lead

Strategies to keep anxiety at bay

racing tt
to physical symptoms like  One of the quickest ways to
headaches, di issues, calmyourner y is
muscle tension, and sleep  through controlled breath-

disturbances. Conversely,
neglecting your physical
health can exacerbate anxi-
ety. This holistic view is
fundamental to managing
it effectively.

PRACTICAL STRATE-
GIES TO KEEP ANXI-
ETY AWAY

Proactive steps are key to
building resilience against
anxiety. Here are actionable
strategies you can integrate
into your daily life:

1. Master Mindful Breath-
ing

ing. When anxious, our
breathing becomes shallow
and rapid. Practicing deep,
diaphragmatic breathing
can reverse this.

4-7-8 Breathing: Inhale
deeply through your nose
for 4 counts, hold your
breath for 7 counts, and
exhale slowly through your
mouth for 8 counts. Repeat
this several times.

Box Breathing: Inhale for
4, hold for 4, exhale for 4,
hold for 4. Visualize draw-
inga box with your breath.

Regular practice, even for
justa fewminutes daily, can
significantly reduce your
baseline anxiety levels.

2. Embrace Regular Physi-
cal Activity

Exercise is a powerful anxi-
ety reducer. It releases en-
dorphins, natural mood el-
evators, and helps you burn
off nervous energy.

Aim forat least 30 minutes
of moderate-intensity exer-
cise most days of the week.
This could be brisk walking,
jogging, cycling, swimming,
or dancing.

like yoga or Tai Chi, which
combine physical move-
ment with mindfulnessand
breathing.

3. Prioritize Quality Sleep
Sleep deprivation can
heighten anxiety and make
it harder to cope with stress.
Makesleepa non-negotiable
partof your routine.
Establish a consistent
sleep schedule: Go to bed
and wake up around the
same time each day, evenon

Consider calming

Create a relaxing bedtime
routine: This could involve
reading, a warm bath, or
gentle stretching.

Optimize your sleep en-
vironment: Keep your bed-
room dark, quiet, and cool.

Limit screen time before
bed: The blue light from
devices can interfere with
melatonin production.

4. Nourish Your Body
‘Wisely

‘What you eat impacts your
mood and energy levels.

Opt forabalanced diet rich
in fruits, vegetables, whole
grains, and lean proteins.

Limit caffeine and sugar,
which can trigger or worsen
anxiety symptoms.

Stay hydrated. Dehydra-
tion can affect your mood
and concentration.

Consider anxiety-reducing
foods: Some research sug-
gests omega-3 fatty acids
(found in fatty fish), pro-
bioties (in yogurt, kimchi),
and magnesium (in leafy
greens, nuts) may play arole

in mood regulation.

5. Practice Mindfulness
and Meditation
Mindfulness is the practice
of being fully present in the
moment withoutjudgment.
Meditation is a formal way
to cultivate this.

Start small: Even 5-10 min-
utes of meditation daily can
make a difference. Guided
meditations are excellent
for beginners.

Practice mindful eating,
walking, or listening: Pay
full attention to the sensa-
tions, sights, and sounds
around you. This draws
your focus away from anx-
ious thoughtsabout the past
orfuture.

6. Limit Exposure to Trig-

Learn to say “no”™: Don't
overcommit yourself.

‘Takeregularbreaks to pre-
vent burnout.

9. Challenge Negative
Thought Patterns
Anxiety often thrives on
catastrophic thinking
and worst-case scenarios.
Learning to identify and
challenge these thoughts is
crucial.

Cognitive Behavioral Ther-
apy (CBT) techniques can
be very effective here. Ask
yourself: “Is this thought
truly factual? What's the
evidence for and against it?
‘What'samore balanced per-

e

Practice gratitude: Shifting
your focus to what you're
thankful for can reframe

gers your perspective.
Identify what situations,
news, or even people tend WHEN TO SEEK PRO-
to heighten your anxiety, FESSIONAL SUPPORT
and then find ways to limit ~ While these self-help strate-
your exposure or change  giesareincredibly powerful,
howyouinteract withthem.  it's vital to recognize when
This might include: professional help might be
Reducingsocialmediause  needed. If anxiety symp-
Taking breaks fromnews  toms are persistent, over-
consumption whelming, interfere signifi-
Setting boundaries with  cantly with your daily life,
demanding individuals or if you experience panic
attacks, consider reaching
7.Connect with Others out to a mental health pro-
Social connection isa pow-  fessional.
erful buffer against anxiety. Therapists, counselors,
Isolation can worsen feel- and psychiatrists can pro-
ings of fearand worry. vide personalized strate-
Spend time with support-  gies, including therapy (like
ive friends and family. CBT orexposure therapy) or
Engage in community ac-  medication, if appropriate.
tiviti work. R ber, seeking help is
Don'tbeafraidtoreachout  asign of strength, not weak-
when you're struggling. ness.

8. Set Realistic Goals and
Manage Time
Overwhelm is a significant
anxiety trigger. Break-
ing down large tasks into
smaller, manageable steps
can make them feel less
daunting.

Prioritize tasks: Focus on
what's most important first.

Cultivating calm in an
anxious world is an ongoing
journey, not a destination.
By consistently integrating
these strategies into your
life, you build a stronger
foundation for your mental
well-being, allowing you to
navigate life’s challenges
with greater resilience and
peace of mind.
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POSTPARTUM DIET: IMPORTANCE OF A BALANCED DIET

DR.ANKURITA GUPTA

e postpartum period
isa critical time fora
new mother’s physi-

cal recovery and emotional
well-being. After childbirth,
awomansbody goes through
significant changes asit heals
from laborand delivery, while
alsoadapting to the demands
ofbreastfeeding. During this
time, proper nutrition is es-
sential. A balanced post-
partum diet plays a vital
role in promoting recovery,
replenishing nutrients lost
during childbirth, and sup-
porting milk production for
breastfeeding. Unfortunately,
‘many new mothers overlook
the importance of nutrition

FOR HEALING AND BREASTFEEDING

larly, healthy fats — found
in foods like avocados, nuts,

due to fatigue, stress, or the  seeds, and oily fishplayacru-
overwhelming responsibili-  cial role in hormone regula-
tiesof caring foranewborn.  tionand maintainingskinand
However, making inten- joint health.

tional dietary choices can
significantly influence both
short-and long-term health
for mothersand their babies.

The body undergoes con-
siderable physical strain dur-
ing pregnancy and delivery,
which depletes stores of es-
sential nutrientslikeiron, cal-
cium, and folate. A balanced

Iron is another key nutri-
ent that postpartum moth-
ersmust prioritize. Blood loss
duringchildbirth can lead to
low iron levels, causing fa-
tigue, weakness, and even
anemia. C iron-

abal: 1diet i ialnot  sential vil dminerals  vitamin D, and
only fortheirown healthbut  butalsoaid digestion, which B vitamins have been linked
alsoforthe qualityandquan-  can be especially helpfulin  toimproved moodand cogni-
tity of breast milk. Breastmilk  alleviating postpartumcon-  tive function. Includingfoods
isthebaby’s primary source ~ stipation —acommonissue  likesalmon, walnuts, fortified

of nutrition, especially dur-
ing the first six months. It
is composed of water, car-
bohydrates, proteins, fats,
vitamins, and minerals, all
of which are influenced by
the mother’s diet. While the
hody dt ellent job of

rich foods such as red meat,
spinach, lentils, and fortified
cereals, along with vitamin

dietcan helpreplenishthese  Cto enhance absorption, is
nutrientsand promotetissue  critical. Caleiumis equally im-
repair, musclerecovery,and  portant, especially for breast-
overallenergy levels. Protein  feeding mothers, as the body
isparticularly importantdur-  transfers calcium to the baby
ingthe postpartumperiod,as  through breast milk. Dairy
itaidsinthehealingoftissues  products, leafy greens, and

and supports the immune
system. Sources such aslean
meats, eggs, dairy products,
legumes, and nuts provide
the necessary amino acids
required for recovery. Simi-

fortified plant-based milks
can help meet this increased
calcium demand and support
bone health for both mother
and child.

Forbreastfeeding mothers,

‘maintaining breast milk qual-
ity even when maternal nutri-
tionis suboptimal, prolonged
nutritional deficiencies can
affect millk supply and overall
maternal health. Hydration
isalsoa crucial component,
as producing breast milk in-
creases fluid needs. Drinking
plenty of water, herbal teas,
and broths can help maintain
hydration levels and support
milk production.
Fiber-rich foods such as
whole grains, fruits, and veg-
etables not only provide es-

for new mothers. Includinga
variety of colorful fruits and
vegetables ensures a wide
range of antioxidants and
phytonutrients, which help
reduce inflammation and
support immune function
during the healing process.
It's also important to limit
processed foods, excessive
caffeine, and added sugars,
asthese can contributetoen-
ergy crashes, mood swings,
and poor nutrient absorp-
tion.

In addition to physical
recovery, a balanced diet
can play a significant role
in mental and emotional
health. Hormonal changes
after childbirth can lead to
mood swings or postpar-
tum depression. Nutrients
such as omega-3 fatty acids,

dairy, and leafy greens can
support mental health dur-
ing this transitional period.

Final Thoughts

The importance of a bal-
anced postpartum diet can-
notbeoverstated. It supports
healing, replenishes lost nu-
trients, aids in maintaininga
healthy milk supply, and con-
tributes to both physicaland
emotional well-being. While
adjusting to motherhood can
be overwhelming, prioritiz-
ing good nutrition isa foun-
dational step in ensuring a
healthy start for both mother
and baby.

Articleattributed to DrAnkurita
Gupta, Consultant- Dietitian
(BAMS,DHNE,PGDWM, HCA)
Apollo Cradle & Children’s Hos-
pital, Indirapuram, Delbi.

Revolutionary OPTIC Clinic

Rgdeﬁnes Pr
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Clinie

TDG NETWORK

Artemis Hospitals unveils
the Ocular Profiling &
Technology-Based Investi-
gation Clinic (OPTIC) at its
Sector 51 campus. This is
the first clinic of its kind in
the region that will revolu-
tionize how eye disorders
are identified. The aim of
OPTIC, with some of the
best imaging systems in
the world, is to identify,
track, and treat eye dis-
orders with unparalleled
speed and accuracy.

“Our goal is to provide
the best medical care pos-
sible to the community,
and OPTIC is a big step
toward that goal. We are
bringing together some of
the best diagnostic tools
from around the world in
one place, which will help
us make diagnoses faster
and more accurately and
plan treatments more ef-
fectively.” Dr. Devlina
Chakravarty, Managing
Director of Artemis Hos-
pitals, said.

OPTIC, which stands
for the Ocular Profiling &

ecision Eye Care

\ |

Technology-based Investi- ~ comes. By providing this
gation Clinic, is a special- ~ advanced level of care in
ized eye care clinicthatcan  Gurugram and surround-
quickly and lydi- ing ities, OPTIC
agnosea widerangeofeye  effectively eliminates the

problems. It has every-
thing you need with the
latest tools, such as OCT,
OCTA, IDRA Dry Eye
‘Workstation, Pentacam,
ARGOS Biometry, and
Digital Slit Lamp Systems,
all in one space. These
technologies provide a
wealth of detail in images
and data that help doc-
tors detect disease sooner
and more accurately to
avoid complications, and,
in some cases, before any
symptomsappear.

Early detection is criti-
cal to preventing irre-
versible vision loss with
diabetic retinopathy,
glaucoma, corneal diseas-
es, cataracts, and retinal
diseases. With the ability
to conduct highly accu-
rate measurements and
obtain very high qual-
ity images, a customized
treatment can be pro-
vided to optimize both
short and long term out-

need for patients to travel
long distances to access
world class eye care diag-
nostics and see the besteye
care sooner.

Dr. Vishal Arora, Head
of Ophthalmology at Ar-
temis Hospitals, said,
“With OPTIC, we have
built a place that trans-
forms what it means to
be precise in ophthalmol-
ogy. These tools let us give
world class care in our
own regions, saving pa-
tients time and improving
long term outcomes. They
help us find diseases early
and make treatment plans
that are very specific to
each patient.”

The launch of OPTIC
is another step forward
for Artemis Hospitals in
their goal of providing ad-
vanced, patient-centered
healthcare to the commu-
nity and raising the stan-
dard for eye care in the
area.jas

‘We all want healthy, glowing
skin — but can pills or pow-

FOOD IS MEDICINE

DR ANISH DESAI

A ‘water magnet’ molecule
found naturally in skin.

CAN SUPPLEMENTS REALLY IMPROVE
YOUR SKIN? WHAT SCIENCE SAYS

frequent non-melanoma skin
cancers), nicotinamide (vita-
min B3 amide) reduces new
spots.

- This is medical prevention
— ask your dermatologist
first.

ders actually help? While no Taking it orally improves Safety Reminders

supplement can replace sun-  hydration and can smooth + Supplements work gradu-

screen, a good diet, or your  out fine lines. ally — most take 2-3 months

skinecare routine, research to show results.

shows that some oral nutra- Astaxanthin + They should complement,

ceuticals (nutrition-based Ared antioxi fi | not replace, sunsereen and

supplements) may give your  (also found in salmon). healthy skincare.

skin an extra boost. Improves elasticity, reduces « Always check labels for al-
wrinkles, and protects skin  lergens (fish collagen, wheat

Supplements with the Most  from sun damage. ceramides, etc.).

Evidence + More is not better: stick to

Collagen Peptides Carotenoids (like Lycopene  studied doses.

Collagen is the protein that  from Tomatoes)
keeps skin firm and elastic. Natural plant p with T \

Studies show collagen pow-  antioxidant effects. Yes — some supplements
der can improve hydration, Helpskin resist UV.damage  really can support your skin.
elasticity, and reduce wrinkles  and redness after sun expo-  Collagen, ceramides, hyal-
after 8-12 weeks. sure, uronic acid, astaxanthin, and

Tip: Look for hydrolyzed Note: Avoid high-dose beta-  carotenoids have the best cos-
collagen (easier to absorh). carotene if you smoke. metic evidence. Foracne, zinc

and probiotics may help. For

Ceramides Special Uses those at very high risk, nico-

Naturalskin lipids (fats) that ~ Acne tinamide has strong data for
strengthen your skin barrier. « Zinc may helpreduce pim-  preventing certain skin can-

Oral ceramide supplements  ples (but don’t take too much ~ cers.
from wheat or milk improve  long-term). Think of these not as magic
skin hydration and reduce « Certain probiotics also  pills, but as gentle boosters to
dryness. show modest acne improve-  your skincare routine. Com-

Tip: A good option if you ment. bine them with sunscreen, a
have dry or sensitive skin. balanced diet, and dermatol-

Skin Cancer Prevention ogist-approved skincare for

Hyaluronic Acid « In high-risk patients (with  the best results.

Can Healthcare Financing Fix India’s

Out-of-Pocket Healthcare Crisis

TDG NETWORK

any health insurance which

India’s healthcare paradox
is stark. On one end, there are
world-class hospitals while on
the other are financially devas-
tating treatment costs. Despite
advances in medical infrastrue-
ture and healthtech innovation,
India’s 48% of total healthcare
expenditure remains out of
pocket. Subsequently, the medi-
cal emergencies translate not
just into a health crisis but a fi-
nancial distress for millions of
households. In rural India and
even urban settings, sudden hos-
pitalization or eritical care often
leads to debt, asset liquidation or
deferred treatment.

This results into alarming
consequences as according to
National Health Accounts data,
nearly 17% of Indian families
incur catastrophic health ex-
penditure annually. As a result,
higher healthcare costs are push-
ing millions into extreme poverty.
In tandem, the government has
launched Ayushman Bharatand
various state insurance schemes,
however, the problem remains
unsolved.

The Uninsured Population and
Coverage Gap

The health insurance market
in India is still underpenetrated.
Despite the proliferation of insur-
ance products, approximately
38% of India’s population lacks

clearly indi that over 500
million individuals pay entirely
out-of-pocket for all medical ser-
vices. Among these, an estimated
30% i.e.around 40 Cr people are
the “missing middle” who earn
too much to qualify for subsi-
dised schemes but are unable to
afford private premiums.

Due tosignificantly higher out-
of-pocket costs, households face
challenges in availing certain
treatments that are not covered
by standard plans such as cos-
metic procedures (INR 10,000~
INR 300,000), hair restoration
(INR 40,000~ INR 150,000 per
session, often over INR 110,000
vearly), dental care (braces INR
10,000~ INR 300,000; root ca-
nals INR 4,000- INR 8,000 per
tooth) and IVF (INR 100,000~
INR 300,000 per cycle, up to
INR 500,000+). These costs are
fully OOP, delaying or deterring
millions from accessing treat-
ments that improve quality of life
and well-being.

Rise of Healthcare Financing
Solutions

This is where healthcare fi-
nancing solutions are emerging
to fill in the critical gap. Driven
by technology and increasing
healthcare costs, healthcare fi-
nancing acts asa catalyst for rais-
ing awareness for accessible and
affordable care. This leads to a
surge in innovative financing so-

lutions including digital payment
platforms like no-cost EMIs and
instant creditat the point of care;
blended finance models and spe-
cialized financing for specific
healthcare needs to make health-
care more equitable.

The interest-free EMI platforms

e 3

systems which are often overbur-
dened due tolack of resources. By
expanding the pool of financial
tools, patients get accessibility
to treatment in private hospitals
and specialty clinics, bridging
the gap between public infra-
structure limitations and private

transform e f

by embedding digital lending di-
rectly within provider billing sys-
tems. Operating under a subven-
tion model, these platforms allow
healthcare providers to absorb
the financing costasa marketing
expense. This enables patients to
break down large medical bills
into easy monthly installments
at zero percent interest. With AI-
hased credit assessments, these
platforms grant instant approv-
als and make the process both
quick and accessible. These solu-
tions play an instrumental role in
eliminating long waiting periods
of insurance and offer instant fi-
nancial assistance, especially for
emergency and other procedures
that traditional insurance provid-
ers do not cover such as fertility
treatments, dental work, bariat-
ric surgery and even cosmetic
dermatology.

Expanding Access and Choice

The emergence of healthcare
financing opens more avenues
for patients for their financial
readiness to get treated when
and where. This is especially
significant in public healthcare

e

Asaresult, the missing middle,
which earlier postponed sur-
geries due to exorbitant upfront
costs, now opt for timely and
quality care, without compro-
mising on the time and standard
of the treatment. This turns the
reactive healthcare approach to
patient-first preventive care ap-
proach, allowing healthcare pro-
viders to reduce treatment costs
and increase affordability and
improve patient retention. This
creates a win-win for both ends
ofthe healthcare value chain.

Final Thoughts

India’s out of pocket healthcare
crisisisastructural and systemic
challenge. On one end, tradi-
tional insurance will continue to
evolveand expand its reach while
healthcare financing is emerg-
ingasa complementary force to
reshape how Indians plan, ac-
cess and pay for health services.
Hence, the future lies in imple-
menting hybrid models where
financing, insurance and digital
health converge to ensure patient
centric care.

Attributed to Gaurav Gupta,

Breakthrough Personalized Treatment

Preserves Voice in Can

TDG NETWORK

A man in his late 50s with ad-
vanced laryngopharyngeal can-
cer, traditionally treated with to-
tal laryngectomy and permanent
voice loss, underwent a ground-
breaking approach by Dr. Man-
deep Singh Malhotra at CK Birla
Hospital® & AOHC, Delhi. Using
bio-selection, precision oncology,
and robotic surgery, the team
combined chemotherapy, im-
munotherapy, and high-dose vi-
tamin C. NGS testing at 4baseC-
are Genomics identified CCND

cer Patient

and FGFR drivers, enabling
targeted drugs Pamigatanib and
Palbociclib. Within three cycles,
scans showed dramatic tumor
regression. Robotic surgery con-
firmed no residual cancer, with
histopathology validating com-
plete response—preserving the
patient’s voice and showcasing
the power of personalized, pre-
cision-driven cancer care.In Dr.
Malhotra's words, “This sue-
cess underscores the potential
of personalized medicine in the
fight against laryngopharyn-
geal cancer.” Embracing bio-

selection, precision oncology,
and robotic surgery optimizes
treatment, preserves voices,
and enhances survival, mark-
inga significant step towards a
brighter future for patients and
their families.

Chief Mentor; Art of Healing Cancer
Quote: Dr: Mandeep Singh Malbotra,
Chief Mentor, Art of Healing Cancer;
expressed, «Thisjourney showcases the
transformative power of personalized
care, offering hope and paving the way
Joranewerain the treatment of laryn-
gopharyngeal cancer:»
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wedding, every round

taken around the sacred
Agni is a promise — from
sharing food and well-
being to staying lifelong
companions — a tradition
that ties family values with
today’s life. This ritual of
seven rounds - known as
the Saat Phere- forms the
emotional core of a Hindu
wedding ceremony. With
Agni as witness(sakshi), the
couple makessacred prom-
ises, confirming their com-
mitmentand sincerity to the
new relationship they are
beginning. Each vow carries
deep cultural significance,
reflecting values of mutual
love, duty and trust that will
guide the pair through mar-
ried life.
THE SEVEN
VOWS (SAYINGS/
PROMISES) OF THE
BRIDE

Seven Rounds, Seven Promises: The Marriage Vows
Discover the meaning behind the vows, embrace the true spirit of marriage.

SACRED PULSE
JYOTSNAAGBANSAL [ |

In context of Vivaha
Sarnskara (Hindu mar-
riage ritual), this usually
refers to the seven vows
or promises made by the
bride during the wedding
rituals.

1 Whatever Yagya
(Havan), is performed, my
approval/ consent should
e taken.

2 Ifhe givesa
donation, in that too my
consent must be taken.

Thirdly, in the
three stages of life—child-
hood, youth and old age—
he should take care of me.

4, Fourth, if (he)
needs to hide or keeps
aside wealth or anything
else, then in that too my
consent should be taken.

Fifth, if cows,
bulls, horses or other ani-
mals are to be purchased,
then in that too my consent
should be taken.

6. Sixth, inall
the six seasons—Spring,
Summer, Rain, Autumn,
Hemant and Winter—he
should take care of me.

7 Seventh, among
companions and friends, if
'you neither mock me nor
speak harsh words, then T

—

shall come to your left side. cept her at my left side.
THE FOUR VOWS RITUALS & MODERN
[SAYINGS/ TOUCHES
PROMISES) OF THE During the pheras, a priest
BRIDEGROOM recites Sanskrit mantras
e First, she should not guiding them through each
go to the forest. step. Many older generation
e Second, she should couples followed the motions
not appear before an without fully grasping the
intoxicated man. Sanskrit, but today it's com-
@ Third, she should mon for priests or families to
not visit her father’s explain each vow’s meaning
house without my in the local language oreven
consent. English.
e Fourth,ifsheds Mod )! ially
disobey my (hus- inurh: i i lizing or
band’ 1in Iy view these vc 1 reinterpreting them to fit
d with the promi her thanstrictly  their relationship. “Wedidn't
scriptures, I shall ac- gender-defined roles - some- d d the ancient words

Pilgrimages as Journeys of the Soul

TDG NETWORK

A pilgrimage is much more
than a physical journey
to a sacred destination—it
is a profound inner voy-
age of faith, reflection, and
transformation. Across
cultures and religions, the
tradition of pilgrimage has

pline. These hardships are
not seen as obstacles but
as stepping stones toward
spiritual purification. The
external journey mirrors
the inner one—shedding
ego, pride, and material dis-
tractions while embracing
surrender and simplicity.
Pilgrimages also serve

always bolized the hu-
man desire to connect with
the divine, seek blessings,
and rediscover purpose
in life. Whether it is the
Char Dham Yatra in India,
the Camino de Santiago in
Spain, or the Hajj in Mecca,
the essence remains the
same: it is a path that unites
the body, mind, and soul.
The act of traveling to a
sacred place often demands
effort, patience, and endur-
ance. Long walks, chal-
lenging terrains, or simple
living during the journey
remind pilgrims of the
value of humility and disci-

as of deep self-

reflection. Away from
the noise of daily life, one
finds the silence to listen
to the inner voice. The
sights, chants, rituals, and

Ultimately, a pilgrimage is not just about reaching the

destination but about what unfolds within during the
Journey. The holy site is a symbol of the goal, but the true
pilgrimage s the transformation of the soul along the way.

prayers encountered on
the way awaken a sense
of belonging to some-
thing greater than oneself.
Many pilgrims describe
the experience as one
that shifts their perspec-

tive—helping them view
life’s challenges with ac-
ceptance, gratitude, and
renewed strength.
Another beautiful aspect
of pilgrimages is the sense
of community. Though
each pilgrim walks their
own path, the shared faith
and collective devotion
create bonds that tran-
scend caste, class, and
nationality. A stranger’s
kindness on the road,
shared meals, or joint
prayers remind us of the
universal spirit of human-
ity and compassion.
Ultimately, a pilgrimage
is not just about reaching

the destination but about
what unfolds within dur-
ing the journey. The holy
site is a symbol of the goal,
but the true pilgrimage is
the transformation of the
soul along the way. When a
pilgrim returns, they carry
back not just memories but
alsoa sense of peace, clarity,
and connection that contin-
ues to guide them in daily
life.

In essence, pilgrimages
remind us that life itselfis a
sacred journey. Every step
we take, when infused with
devotion and awareness,
becomes a step closer to the
divine.

Topic - Awakening to Inner Joy: Moving
Beyond External Validation

TDG NETWORK

Recently, I read an article
about botox injections, the
various silicone implants
and the cosmetic surgeries
that have created a revolu-
tion in the fashion, film and
glamour industry. Many
models, supermodels, actors
and actresses are running to
get these surgeries done that
they believe, will accentu-
ate their beauty. This got me
thinking what beauty is for
them. Beauty is more about
external validation rather
than having actual beauty.
‘We are living in an age that
isruled by whatothers think
of us. In a world driven by
achievement, appearance
and constant comparison,
it's easy to believe that happ-
piness comes from what we
gain or how others perceive
us. We're taught to seek ap-
proval, tomeasure our worth
by the likes, praises, promo-
tions and relationships that
we have. This pursuit of ex-
ternal validation becomes
a vicious cycle that may be
temporarily satisfying but
ultimately, it is extremely
unfulfilling leading to anxi-
ety, stress, unhappinessand

depression. True, lasting joy,
however, doesn't come from
the outside. It begins when
weturninward and Awaken
to our own Truth.

Spiritual Awakeningis the
moment when we begin to
question the illusions that
‘we have lived by all life-long.
It'sadeep, inner shift where
'westart torealize that the joy
that we have been chasing
has always existed within
us. This Awakening invites
us to move beyond the need
for constant approval and
instead, connect with the
quiet, steady presence of

————
our true self. As we hecome
more self-aware, we start to
see how much of our suf-
fering comes from trying to
‘meet expectations - our own
and others'. The fear of rejec-
tion, the need to prove our
worthand theanxiety of not
being ‘enough’, all stem from
being disconnected from our
inner source of joy. Spiritual
growth helps us reclaim that
connection.

Moving beyond external
validation doesn't mean that
‘westop valuing i i

to define who we are. We
begin to live more authenti-
cally, making choices based
on inner alignment and
Consciousness rather than
societal approval. There's
a quiet power in knowing
that our worth is not up for
debate - it simply is.

This transfc ion often

or fade. Rather, it is built on
the Realization of the Truth,
Spiritual Awakeningand En-
lightenment. It'srooted inthe
truthof whoweare - that we
areabeing of Awareness, Di-
vine Loveand Eternal Peace.

The most beautiful aspect
of Spiritual Awakening and

unfolds when we set out on
the spiritual path with spiri-
tual practices like medita-
tion, self-inquiry, solitude
and mindful living. These
practices help us listen be-
yond the worldly noise, the
constant chatter of the mind
to the quiet, resilient, subtle
vet powerful Divine voice.
‘When we set out on the path
of Spirituality, over time, we
begin toexperienceajoy that
isn't attached to outcomes,
ajoy that arises from peace,
purpose and inner freedom.

Awakening to inner joy
doesn’t mean that life be-
comes perfect or free from
pain. Challenges still arise
but we face them with more
graceand less resistance. We
start accepting without pro-
testing. Our happpiness be-

orsuccess. Butitmeans that
we no longer rely on them

and rooted because it's not
built on things that change

£ to inner joy is
that it deepens our connec-
tion toothersand ultimately,
to the Divine, the Supreme
Immortal Power. When we
are no longer seeking to be
validated, we can truly see
others without judgment or
comparison. We give from
fullness and not from lack.
We become more compas-
sionate, grounded and
present. In letting go of the
need for external valida-
tion, we reclaim our power.
We remember that joy is not
something to be earned, it’s
something to be uncovered.
It lives within us, waiting pa-
tiently beneath the noise of
theworld. When we Awaken
to this inner joy, we don't just
feel happier—we become lib-
erated.

By AiR Atman in ravi -
‘Happiness Ambassador and
Spiritual Leader

atfirst, but once welearned the

meaning, it felt incredibly spe-
cial" Lo, vl

i k

the ritual even

notstrictr

more poignant.

In North India, the seven
marriage vows are more
than a wedding formal-
ity - they are a blueprint
for married life grounded
in love, trust, respect and
support.

“These vows are the core of a
Hindu wedding without which
the marriage is incomplete,”

Disclaimer: The marriage
vows described here reflect
common cultural practices
in North Indian Hindu

ing on how knowing the vows'

for general understanding,

and may vary by region,
family or tradition and in-
dividual choices and the
vows may be explained dif-
ferently by priests orelders.

Fvotsnaa G Bansal is a Reiki
Grandmaster; Crystals & Spiri-
tual Guide, Numerologist, IKS
& Vedic Learner & Seeker, Au-
thor; Rescarcher; Counselor. She
has presented Research papers
at various Colleges & Univer-
sities including DU, CSU. Her
Research Papers & Articles
are published in International
Journals & Magazines. Contact
heron98113-43119 (WhatsApp
only)

RENDEZVOUS WITH SHRUTI SACHDEVA,
ARENOWNED SPRITUAL HEALER

TDG NETWORK
NEW DELHI

When it comes to spiri-
tual healing, our thought
process is spontaneously
drawn towards India
which has most acclaimed
spiritual healers working
unstintingly for the better-
ment of mankind. On the
top of hierarchy is placed a
lady whom her clients rev-
erentially address as Shru-
ti, a real healer with utmost
devotion. Therefore, the
fact cannot be refuted that
Shruti Sachdeva, over the
years, has registered her
towering and lofty pres-
ence in this realm as an
eminent spiritual healer
who indubitably epitomis-
es the subtle idea and ideal
of the spiritual essence of
Karma and deftly goads
her people to the path of
self-realization. In an ex-
clusive conversation, The
lady with a mission to heal
the world speaks with the
Daily Guardian.

Q.From your experience, bow
do you define bealing?
A.Asaspiritual healer, Tun-
derstand spiritual healing as
a holistic approach to well-
ness that involves address-
ing the spiritual, emotional,
and energetic imbalances
that may be contributing to
a person’s physical or psy-
chological health challeng-
es. This healing approach
acknowledges the intercon-
nectedness of all aspects
of human experience, and
aims to promote balance
and harmony within the
individual and between the
individual and the wider
world.

Q.What are the duties of a
spiritual healer? A.The du-
ties of a Spiritual Healer
may vary, depending on their
approach and training, but
some common responsibili-
ties may include: Creating a
safe environment, facilitating
the bealing process by using
techniques such as meditation,
energy work, or prayer, pro-
viding guidance to overcome
obstacles, advocating for
the well-being by promoting
healthy habits and self-care
practices, continuing their
own personal and spiritual
growth through ongoing edu-
cation, self-reflection, and

self-care.

Q.How did you become
interested in becoming a
spiritual healer and thera-
pist?

A.l am honored to share
my journey with you and to
shed light on how I became
passionate about spiritual

certification in their area
of practice. This can help
ensure that the practitio-
ner has the knowledge and
skills needed to provide
effective and safe healing
services. Specialization
and Expertise: Consider
the specific areas of focus
and expertise of the Spiri-
tual Healer. Some practi-

How Reiki Helps...
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system function
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Asaspiritual bealer, I understand spiritual
bealing as a bolistic approach to wellness
that involves addressing the spiritual,
emotional, and energetic imbalances that
may be contributingto a person’s physical
or psychological bealth challenges.

healing and therapy. My
interest in this field began
at the young age when 1
witnessed firsthand pro-
found impact that spiritual
practices and inner work
can have on an individual's
well-being.

Q. What should peaple look
[for when seeking out a bealer?
When seeking out a Spiri-
tual Healer, there are a few
key things that individuals
should look for to ensure that
they find a practitioner who is
a good fit for their needs and
goals. These include:

Qualifications and Train-
ing: Look for a Spiritual
Healer who has undergone
professional training and

tioners may specialize in
certain areas of healing,
such as energy work, medi-
tation, or trauma recovery.
Look for a practitioner
whose specialization aligns
with your own needs and
goals. Personal Connec-
tion: It’s important to feel
comfortable and at ease
with the Spiritual Healer
you choose. Look for a
practitioner who creates
a safe and supportive en-
vironment, listens deeply
to your concerns, and
demonstrates empathy
and compassion. Ensure
that the Spiritual Healer
you choose operates with
ethical standards and
boundaries.
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Contempt for delay

HC order gives teeth to SC's 6-month timeline

Supreme Court's six-manth timeline gets

teeth with the Punjab and Haryana High

Court's ruling that execution proceedings

pending beyond six months would now

amount to contempt of the SC judgment. At

stake is not just the enforcement of decrees but the very

credibility of the judicial system. Justice delayed, after all,

is justice denied. The ruling draws strength flom the

Supreme Court's 2021 precedent in Rahul S Shah vs

Jinendra Kumar Gandhi and its March 2025 directive

mn.ndaung the high courts to emu!e umely dwposal of

petitions. Yet, b iy,

has been patchy. Courts often pass ]udgment& but their

enforcement languishes for years, leaving litigants frus-

trated and erodingpublic (anh n !he]ud.\maw Byhuldmg

judicial officers and lethrough

contempt proceedings, the high court has signalled that
indifference to timelines will no kinger be tolerated.

The wider judicial mood suppoets this course carrec-
tion. Only last month, the SCrapped the Jharkhand High
Court for 67 reserved judgments pending for years, call
ingit “a very disturbing issue." Italso pushed the Jhark-
hand HC to expedite 10 long-delayed death penalty cas-
es. Similarly, the Chhattisgarh HC recently issued
contempt notices to officials failing to implement com-
passionate appointment orders. These developments
highlight a growing impatience with systemic inertia.

Thereal chall however, liesin add structur-
al bottlenedks — vacant judicial posts, inadequate support
staff and outdated dh that fuel delay. Technok
gy-drven solutions like digital itaring of i
timelines and regular audits can ensure accountability.
Ultimately, contempt 15 a deterrent, but reform is the cure.
The HC's mesage Ls clear decrees are not mere pieces of
paper: Ifth yisty irespect, its
orders must translate swiftly into action.

Plastic crisis
India has its work cut out to curb pollution

LASTICS are choking our planet, yet there is

no global consensus on how to combat this

ever-growing crisis. The collapse of the Gene-

va negotiations on a global plastics treaty has

revealed the split wide open: a *high-ambi-
tion' group of nearly 70 nations, seeking global caps on
virgin plastic and controls on hazardous chemicals, is
pitted against a bloc of oil/petrochemical-producing
countries keen on recycling, waste management and
voluntary commitments. This bloc includes India,
which has the dubious distinction of being the world's
biggest plastic polluter accounting for around 20 per
cent of the global plastic emissions.

New Delhi has insisted that there should not be any
global listing of products or chemicals with phase-out
timelines at this stage. 'I‘hene is no quarrel with India's

t that due jon musn be given to
national and bi ically, the
petrochemical sector. a key contributor to the Indian
ecanomy, is also amajor source of microplastic pollution.
The impact of such pollution on ecosystems, biodiversi-
1y the dimate and human health cannot be overempha-
sised. It's a tightrope walk to strike a balance between
industrial growth and environmental protection.

Indiaand other ‘like-minded' nations like China, Rus-
sia and Saudi Arabia need to get theu* ac( mgc«hex: 'H\ev
may have fed in pr
legally binding instrument’ toend plashc pallution, but
this doesn't diminish their responsibility towards their
people and the environment. A crackdown on polluting
industries can send a strong message. India should also
assess the efficacy of its hanon xdenllﬁed single-use plas-
tics and the shor ings in E dly, all
major stakeholders have to come onboard — Central and
state govemments, the public, the industry —to help the
nationreduce its alarming plastic footprint, The dream of
making India Viksit, Atmardrbhar and Samndhh cannot
take wings without a go-green approach.

OPINION
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Collapse of nuclear grammar

The world's silence in the face of nuclear blackmail is not neutrality — it is complicity

LT GEN SS MEHTA (RETD)
EXWESTERN ARMY COMMANDER
AND FOUNDER TRUSTEE, PUNE
INTERNATIONAL CENTRE

HE nuclear age has
always had its own
language, From the
Cold War's deter-
rence and mutual
assured destruction to later
euphemisms like ‘credible min-
imum deterrent’ and 'no first
use', every phrase was carefully
weighed.  Grammar  itself
became an instrument of
restraint. The assumption was
that words could discipline
weapons and prevent their use

OMINOUS: The real threat lies nct only in

paradox survives only through
restraint, in posture, deploy-
ment, and aboveall, inlanguage.

Even adversaries und
that in nuclear affairs, wurds
were kinetic — capable of mobil
ising, intimidating or escalating
without a single missile moving.

Thomas Schelling, the Nobel
laureate strategist, warned that
deterrence is not merely about
wepons but about “the manipu-
lation of risk”. Language, there-

Publicdiscourse was integralto  fore, is part of thearsenal. Careless

deterrence; statements were  words can tilt the balance as dan-

crafted, cleared and lied gerusly )

through measured  voices Admiral Arun Prakash, our for-

because a careless phrase could  mer Chief of Naval Staff, has

move troups or trigger alerts. cautioned that nuclear dialogue
That discipline is fraying. The  Is as critical as nuclear posture.

grammar of restraint has been
coarsened. Where the nudear
discourse was once confined to
deliberate communiqués, it now
seeps into campaign rallies,
press conferences and television
soundhites. The podium, once a
place for statecraft, has been
weapanised for domestic theatre,
Inanuclear context. such the-
atreisnot harmiess: it isrehears.
al for miscaleulation, anunrvel
ling of the very norms that have
kept the world away from
nuclear conflict for decades.

The amplifying power of silence
The danger lies nat only in whatis
said butinwhat isleft unanswered.
When a host nation's silence, the
UN'sak i

India's credibility, he notes, has
long rested on disciplined
restraint in both. To dismiss

Op Sindoor proved
that nudear-age
statecraft can be firm
without beingreckless.

Beyond treaties

This danger extends beyond
treaties like the Nudear Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT). The
real threat lies not only in pos-

reckless thetoricasmeredomes-  session but in how nuclear
tic theatre is a perilous misjudg-  weapons are spoken of, threat-
ment in the nuclearage. ened and normalised.

Whena defeated military chief,
Not from a bunker standing over his own Prime
Astark case il Minister, th both & demo-
Onth Lof a major d cratic neighbx and hall the

a nudeararmed Army Chief
dedared: “If we think we are
going down, we'll take half the
world down with us”

This was not whispered in a
bunker but spoken into a micro-
phone, to both domestic and
global audiences. The host
nation did not challenge it. The
UN stayed silent. Other perma-
nent b of the Security

of cther nucles powerscombine to
let a nuclear threat pass unchal-

Coundllooked away. It signalled
that nudear blackmail could be

world from the soil of another
democracy, and the world stays
silent, it creates a precedent more
corrosive than any treaty viola-
tion, It tells authoritarians every-

to cyber incidents — the margin
for error narrows

ran high, India had every capa-
bility to escalate. Yet it chose
measured restraint. Targets
were struck with precision, and
the operation concluded without
broadening the conflict, This
was not weakness; it was prind-
ple applied over impulse.

Op Sindoor proved that
nudearage statecraft can be
firm without being reckless. It
showed that power anchored in
restraint strengthens credibility
rather than erodes it.

Restoring the grammar
of restraint
Reflection must come first, but
action cannot wait. To protect the
nuclear age from the recklessness
of the microphone, the world
must restore prindple toits gram-
mar and discipline to its nudear
lexicon before it is too late. A mul-
i+ prungzd approach is essential:
callout black-

I.essons from o!har norms

mail on their sal making it dear
t!ntsudlmemrluunmm

hds shown that muaml can be
codified not only in arsenals
but in principle.

the UN, the P5
regional forums — must reaf-
firm that even the threat of use
demands collective censure.

The Ottawa Landmine Treaty  not polite silence.
of 1997 proved that when the Diplomatic platforms must be
world agreed that certain treatedasregulated spaces Apress
weapons were unacceptable, the  conference or official visit is not a
stigma itself carried weight. personal stage; itis an m.ﬂmmenl

The Chemical Weapons Conven-  of state-to-stat
tion established that some threats Civil sccieties and the media
cross u universal red line, regard-  must learn !he vocabulary of
less of sta Evenreluc-  restraint kless nuelear
tant powers have fdtcompelledto  talk asescalation, not flourish.
justify or conceal transgressions Defence establishments must
ratherthan openly defy thenom.  brief political leaderships regu-

These casesshowthatrestraint  lady, bipartisan, historically
cn be institutionalised not anchored and threatassessed,
merely through 50 Jeaders the costof
treaties but through shared con-  even casual nudlear rhetoric.

viction that some weapons, and
the thetoric around them, must
be delegitimised altogether.
Alamingly, the nudear dis-
course is moving in the opposite
direction. Instead of strengthen-

This is not about curbing
expression but about ensuring
leaders grasp the immense con-
sequences of theirwords.

The principle

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

TBhe Tribune.

LAHORE, WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19, 1925

The Indian debate

MORE than one AngloIndian journal has deseribed the recent
debate in the House of Commons on the Indian estimates as one
of the most remarkable debates an India held in that House in
recent times. That there were features in the debate which were
worthy of this high praise, anyone who goes through the official
report of it will at once admit. But as usually happens in such cas-
es, it is not these features of the debate, not the head of fine gold,
nor the arms and breasts of silver in the image, which are its chief’
alu'acuon fur our friends, but its feet of clay. Two of the finest

ibtedly were those of Colonel Wed Ram-
say MacDonald, but the only parts of those speeches that havemet
with commendations in the Anglo-Indian Press are those which
were utterly irrelevant to the occasion. Such were the attacks
whn:h the two distinguished spmkexs made on the non<oopera-

1 much in that movement
whnh admitted of an honest difference of opinion and in regard
to which honest differences did exast both in India and England.
Butwhen MacDonald. for instance, said theaction of the non-coop-
erators, when the Labour Party was on the threshold of office, ‘put
innumerable obstadies in our way, gave us difficulties that made it
mmpossible for us, for the time being. to do what we should like to
have done, that so far from assisting India in its progress towards
self-government, it was a most serious and, to my colleagues and
myself,a most tragic disaster,” hehuugh!ndxargeugnmut:non-

whichisal

lenged, they bypass accountability  voiced in hroad daylight without
and erode nuclear norms, diplomatic cost.

Nuclear deterrence rests on a BEvery unchallenged threatlowers
paradax: weapons are kept to  the threshad for the next rewriting
prevent war, not towage it. That  restraint info recklessness,

wherethat nuclearblackmailcan  ing taboos against threat and  When principle falls silent, pow-
be practised openly without con-  use, silence and indulgence are  er rushes in. Unchecked by
sequence. Ithollows outthe very  hollowing them out. Whal land- grammar it speaks in its own
grammar of restraint. mines and ch dialect — thel f threat.
Some arguethat suchrhetoricls  were spared by stigma, nudaur That is a dialect the world must
for domesticconsumption. Butin -~ weapons may lose through the  never become fluent in, for flu-
the nuclear age. i be normalisation of reck] ency would mean catastrophe
as potent as capability. A misread spoken as second nature,
signal can push a nval toward a  The Sindoor construct The world's silence in the face
preemptive stunce. An ambigu-  India’s own }us\urv um:rsupﬂw of nuclear hl.n:km.ul is not neu-
ous phrase can be mistaken for  erful In Op: trality. It is
Sindoor, when Pakistan's mili- Reversingthistrendisnotoption-
ble and

intent. And when crises mun in
borders

parallel, from |

tarywas

THOUGHT FORTHE DAY

tensions  al: it isan existentialimperaive.

The world is over-armed and peace is under-funded. —Bankimoon

From 10-paisadelivery
toquick commerce

GURBRINDER SINGH ANAND

HE year was 197, I was a 10-year-old boy in Hoshiarpur, a
city where traffic was go scarce in those days that even a cow
crossing the road was considered a bottleneck. Our schook
teachers haddrilled one thing into our heads: “Look right, then left,
then right again before crossing the road.” What they forgot to add
was the most important part — “If there's a truck coming, don't
cross atall™” Butwell, lhusewewslm;ier times,

Righ he road from our b Tittle shop selling books
and magazines. Il was my sister’s paradise. A boarder at a Jaland-
har college, she was a voracious reader. She devoured Hindi novels
by Rajhans — the kind of booksmy l..\\her refemd mas “useless”,
Later in life 1 di 1 that many Bolly ) were
actually born out of Rigjhans’ staries. Back then, though, all I cared
about was how my sister used me as her personal delivery boy:

Here's howit worked:novels costabout Rs 5or Rs 10, butyou could
“rent’ them for 25 or 50 paise a day. My sister would bribeme with 10
paise(25,1fshe wasgenerous) to sneak actoss the road, get hera book
and smuggle it back without dad noticing Why the secrecy? Because
novelswere forbidden inour house. According to my father, we were
anly supposed to read our schoolbooks. Anything else — especially
rasaalas (those juicy novels) — was practically contraband.

And that was my first taste of what we now call quick commerce.
I'was a one-boy delivery startup, running high-risk missions with
high rewards: 10 paise and a sense ofadventure.

In the process, I developed a love for reading. Since English
comics were rare in that shop, Timmersed myselfin Hindi pocket
books and comics, My favourites? Lot-Pot, Nandan, Champalk. ..
and, of course, the detective series by SC Bedi featuring Rajan-
Igbal — the desi detectiveduo modelled an Sheriock Holmes. Idid-
n't realise it then, but all that reading honed my Hindi sowellthat
years later; at Bishop Cotton School, Shimla, I was declared a schol
ar in the sulbject. Imagine that — thanks to smuggled novels and
undercover missions for my sister!

Looking back now; I can't help but laugh. The things that once felt
like little adventures — dodging dad’s stem eyes, racing across the
road with a rented book and pocketing my “delivery fee” — were
actually my early lessons in entrepreneurship. I was doing hyper
local delivery decades before apps like Blinkit or Zepto even existed!

Today, we can order anything with a tap on our phones, and com-
panies callit “innovation”. But deep down, Iknow the truth: quick
commerce isnl new. It's just my 1979 side hustle in a fancy new
avatar The only difference? Back then, the payment wasn't
thiough UPIL — it was with a 10-paisa coin and a promise not totell
dad. Honestly, T think I preferred it that way,

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Much-needed consolidation
Refer to ‘GST reforms’; these measures
were long pending. The lidation of

dectoral card to assure South Indian voters
that it cares for them. ButT fil to understand
why is is placed on OBC or women

multiple slabs into primarily two was
much-needed, GST 2.0 marks asigni

mndﬂ;ms far the posts of President and Viee-

shift towards the simplification of indirect
taxation. The proposed reforms aim to
reduce classification disputes and
enhance compliance certainty. The GST
Council must also leverage technology to
counter fake entities and fraudulent
billing to strengthen the refarms.

BAL GOVIND, NOIDA

Uphold electoral integrity

The debate over alleged manipulation of 85
lakh voter IDs has put the nation's electoral
system under scrutiny. The ECI's response
to Rahul Gandhi's speech has sparked a
necessary discussion. Whlle the commis-
sion's stance appears

P as though these identiti .'requ.'ll
ifications Uppe f
are rarely considered. as if belonging to that
categoryis nqumhﬂc.monurewna stigma.
Inourcountry, every majordect
be driven by vate-hank caleulations.

IPS ANAND, GURUGRAM

Putin gains ground

Refer to ‘Putin firmly spellsout Russia’s red
lines'; the hastily convened summit between
Viadimir Putin and Donald Trump appears
tohave beenanattempt by the latterto boost
his chances of securing the Nobel Peace
Prize, Trump's daim that he could end the
Russta-Ukraine war within hours of assum-
ing the US presi v has proved to be mere

raised through Rahul's Voter Ad.hlkar
Yatra’ also deserve attention. Both the ECI
and political parties must put the integrity of
democracy above partisan gains. Citizens
seek only fairness and justice. Hence, all
sides must commit t tves to free and

rthetoric. Instead, he rolled out the red carpet
for Putin, while Ukraine's President was
publidy berated at the White House in Feb-
ruary by US Vice-President JD Vance. The
conflict continues unabated, with only Putin

fair elections to uphold public trust.
AGAM GARG, JALANDHAR

Rahul must prove charges

Rahu! Gandhi has embarked on the “Voter
Adhikar Yatra' to highlight the alleged manip-
ulations of voter lists. covering 1,300 km in 16
days. This would require him to march nearly
82kma duy — adaunting task. As for his alle

N EC."' beprepared
hi o asin
!.hemﬁheh.lsfa:ﬁ]

stronger from this ill-conceived
summit, without conceding amyvthing on the
battlefield or at the negotiating table.

HARBINDER S DHILLON, UNA

SAD in decline
Apmpusuf"[‘heBmhlkgm;vmdSADﬂug
aptly a
bvmll'mnnl‘Purmbpuh!xs is now reduced to
a sinking ship. Formed in 1920, the SAD
played a stellar role in the freedom struggle:
under Parkash Singh Badal, it ruled Punjab
forneurly two decades, Its decline began with

when unuble to back his daims with proof. He
should cultivate the hahit of forward thinking
while maintaining discipline and integrity.

SUBHASH VAID, NEW DELHI
BJP plays electoral card

By declaring CP Radhakrishnan as the Vice-
Presidential candidate, the BJP has played m

the ingress of close kin of Sukhbir Badal. The
baggage of sacrilege incidents, Behbal Kalan
police firing and the pardon granted (ater
revoked) to Sirsa dera chief Gunmeet Ram
Rahim eroded the trust of the Sikh communi-
ty. Even a public apology and tankhah have
tuled to help SAD regainlost ground.

HMS NAGRA, FARIDABAD
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These should be cogentfy el
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without a return to status

quo ante the 2020 Chinese

transgressions on the LAC.
The irony is that this ‘nor-

malisation’ is not one that is

the result of hard bargains or

one that showcases any
A

JABINT JACOB
DIRECTOR, CENTRE OF
EXCELLENCE FOR HIMALAYAN
STUDIES, SHIV NADAR VARSITY

HINESE oreign

MinisterWang Yi

isinIndia for his

first visit in over

three years. He is
visiting in his capadty as
Spedal Representative (SR)
on the boundary talks and is
redprocating the visit made
to Beijing by Indian SR and
National Security Adviser
Ajit Doval in December 2024,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is also headed to China
at the end of the month for
the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation (SCO) summit
in Tianjin. It will also be his
first visit since 2018 and the
first since tensions erupted
on the Line of Actual Con-
trol (LAC) between the two
countries in the summer of
2020, leading to fatalities on
both sides.

After a long-drawn disen-
gagement provess at the
LAC, these visits are being
seen as part of a return to
‘normalisation’ in the rela-
tionship, even though New
Delhi had frequently
claimed that the relationship
could not return to ‘normal’

for India. On the
contrary, it comes when
India has, as one analyst put
it, gone “from occupying a
nearperfect geopolitical
sweet spot to now inhabiting
a geopolitical no-good-
option deadlock™.

There are many reasons
why India finds itself in such
a situation, but the principal
one has to be Pakistan.

‘ Pukistan’ here is used to
tepresent not just that coun-
try itself but also the over-
sized space that it ocoupies in
the Indian Government's
thinking and attention.
There are two aspeds to this,

One, ‘Pakistan' represents
the fallure of the Indian
political class and govern-
ment machinery 1o accept
the bigger geopolitical chal-
lenge that China poses.
Despite a boost toinfrastrue-
ture spending post Galwan,
the inadequate resources
and attention devoted to mil-
itary reforms and moderni
sation meanthat thereisalso
inadequate thinking about
military responses to China,

There is clearly a prefer-
ence for dealing with the
‘devil you know rather than
the devil you don't. As a
result, the natural response
to China's repeated trans-
gressions is defensive, not

OPED
India’s China policy at a crossroads

- =
FIRST SINCE 2018: Prime Minister Narendra Modiwill visit China atthe end of the month for the

T

Shanghai Cooperation Organisation summitin Tianjin, s

offensive, just as the Paviov-
ian response to Pakistani
provocations is to always go
on the offensive.

Eitherway. the resultis the
same — India ends upreach-
ing, or being forced to reach,
deals or compromises before
its objectives are fully met.

This brings us to the sec-
ond aspect — the inability to
meet objectives isnot entire-
ly the fault of the military
but is also the result of polit-
ical conditions in India. Chi
na obviously does not raise
the emotional hackles of the
average Indian citizen as
much as Pakistan does.

As a result, Pakistan poli-
¢y is driven by sentiment
and pandering to public

The irony is that this
‘normalisation’ of
ties with China is not
one thatis the result
ofhard bargains or
one that showcases
any advantages
for India.

rage rather than by cold
logic. One would think
then that because China
excites no comparable
emotion, the Indian palicy
would be driven by logic
and rational thinking,
However, the lack of
attention from the public
has led to a situation where
there is underinvestment in
understanding China in the
belief that the conse-
quences can be ignored or
hidden from the people,
with noone any the wiser.
More than the mercurial
US President Donald
Trump, it is this reality that
has forced India’s hand
with respect to China —
foreing it to walk back on

economic restrictions
imposed on China in the
wake of Galwan and allow-
ing its condition of ‘restora-
tion of status quo ante’ on
the LAC to be forgotten.

Eastern Ladakh has disap-
peared from the front pages
and we do not know for sure
if even disengagement i
complete or i Chinese
troops are meeting theirend
of the bargain — of allowing
Indian troops access to all
patrolling points they had
been blocked from,

What is more, despite the
stress on Pukistan, Prime
Minister Modi is travellingto
China just months after Bei-
Jing openly collaborated with
Pukistan militarily during
Operation Sindoor in May.

China has also driven tri-
lateral partnerships flank-
ing India weeks afler the
Indo-Pak conflit — with
Afghanistan and Pakistan
and with Pakistan and
Bangladesh.

In fact, from New Delhi,
Wang Yi will be travelling to
Kabul for a trilateral meeting
with the foreign ministers of
Pakistan and Afghan Taliban
and then to Islamabad, mak-
ing it clear where his India
visit stands in China's
scheme of things.

Meanwhile, after a pause of
some years, Pakistan itself
has returned, post Operation
Sindoor; to its smooth balane-
ing act between China and
the US. Pakistani analysts
now view the situation asone

China and Pakistan” and of
Islamabad now being able t0
exercise “strategic balandng
and non-alignment”,

Wang Yi's visit is unlikely
to achieve much on the
boundary dispute. And
while both Doval and Modi
will. no doubt, mise concerns
on the LAC and Pakistan
withtheir Chinese interlocu-
tors, the focus will most like-
Iy be on seeking economic
relief — namely access to
Chinese manpower and sup-
plies, whether for India's
iPhone factories or its elec-
tric vehicle industry. China,
however. cannot be expected
to be very accommodative
an even these issues.

The logic is quite simple,
If China denies New Del
hi's requests, the Indian
Government is  either
unlikely to be affected by
public opprobrium or will
be able to divert public
attention, leaving Beijing
with no consequences.

Even if China accedes to
Indian requests, the political
impact on the Indian Gov-
ernment is not likely to be
anywhere near as conse-
quential as with decisions
related to Pakistan, leaving
Beijing littleto gain in terms
of goodwill either. China
might make promuses, but
will not deliver them.

India's Pakistan and China
policies — and now, it would
appear, also its US policy —
have been beset by tactical
and ic mi. Chi-

of “great advantage to both

nawill take advantage.

What rankings don't tell us about our universities

AVUIT PATHAK
SOCIOLOGIST
live in a
warld  that
loves num-
bersand sta-
tistics. It

reduces even a highly quab-
tative experiences into some
sort of measurable data. My
discomfort with this cbses-

agencies seldom bother to
reflect on these ‘non-meas-
urable’ functions.

In this context, let me
raise  three  questions,
which, I am afraid, experts
ata ranking agency such as
the National Institutional
Ranking Framework
(NIRF) seldom ask.

The first, an uncomfort-
able question: Are our uni-
versities — including the
‘top ranking' ones — truly
celebrating the spirit of
academic freedom and erit-
wcal enquiry?

Accept it. A meaningful
answer to this question can-
not be found inan attractive-

sive craze for

Iy 3! d datat that a

has led me to interrogate the
prevalent practice of ranking
our colleges and universities
and reducing the experience
of explaring the frontiers of
knowledge to pure metrics —
the statistics of publications,
the quantification of cita-
tions, the collsboration with
industries, or the employa-
bility of students.

Don't get me wrong, Of
course, 4 university should
encourage its faculty mem-
bers to publish research
papers in good joumals and

mllege/university presents
before the ranking agency.
As 1 write this piece, what
omes to my mind is the
anguish of Rashid Khalidi—
the Edward Said Professor
Emeritus of Modern Arab
Studies at Columbia Univer-
sity, USA. He feels that
under the changing political
drcumstances, it is no
longer possible to teach a
course on Modern Middle
East History — a course he
has been teaching for many
years at Columbia, The rea-
son is that the university
imini b has com-

it should be really concerned
about the employability of
young students.

However, there are many
other socially meaningful
and life-affirming tasks that
our colleges/universities
need to perform in order to
pursue the objectives of lib-
ertarian education. And,

pletely surrendered before
the Trump administration
and aceepted the official def-
inition of ‘antisemitism’,
Indeed, as Professor Khalidi
has statedwith intense pain, it
has become almost impossi-
bie to teach about topics, such

NOT LIBERTARIAN: Will the NIRF bother to know If
that unsettie the status quo? isune maro

of Israel orthe genocide being
perpetrated by Israel in Gaza
with the support of the US
and much of westem Europe,
T quote Khalidi, “Columbia
—once a site of free enquiry
— has been tumed into a gat.
ed security zone with elec
tronic entry controls. It has
become a place of fear and
loathing; it isthe antithesis of
academic freedom.”

Think of the paradox: an
Ivy League universi
vet, the absence of aca-
demic freedom!

As I reflect on the fate of
Columbia University, 1
begin to wonder whether a
ranking agency like the
NIRF will ever bother to
know if the professors and
students in Indian col-
leges/universities too are

easily impress the ranking
agency through showeasing
its splendid infrastructure,
the attractive CVs of its facul-
ty. the collaboration with
techno-corporate
houses and the placement
narratives of their ‘prod-
uets”. Yet, the same institu-
tionispossibly facing a harsh
reality — the recurring sui-
ddes and the chronic depres-
sion and anxiety amongst
otherwise bright students.
This malady does not stop,
even when these institutions
collaborate with  psychia-
trists, and even

seeks to see beyond the
neoliberal doctrine of edu-
cation as just a tool for eco-
nomic productivity or edu-
cation as the mastery of the
‘skills” the techno-corpo-

rate world demands?
Amidthe celebration of the
university-ind ustry nexus or
the carporatisation of higher
education, it is really impor-
tant to assert that a libertari-
an university ought to gener-
ate a learning milieu that
activates the moral con-
science of the students and
teachers and gives them the
il clarity as well

spiritual gurus. Furthermore,
in an extremely hierarchicil

Are our universities,
including the 'top
ranking ones, truly

celebrating the
spirit of academic
freedom and
critical enquiry?

of fear: the fear of asking
the sort of questions that
unsettle the status quo —
say. the questions related to
the cult of narcissism,

and  asy ical society
like ours, itis not uncommon
to find students from the
deprived sections who expe-
rience diverse forms of mar-

as the intellectual courage
to question what we are wit-
nessing today — the glorifi-
cation of war and militarism
in the name of nationalism,
the massive destruction of
the ecosystem in the name

Does a ranking agency
have a scale to measure the

hyper-nat 1 and reli-
gious alism

ity of this pain, agony
and ab ion? Or, for that

Who will tell the ranking
agency experts that the
management of citations,
the performative acts in
‘international’ conferences
and the narratives of ‘place-
ments and salary packages’
does not necessarily indi-
catethat acollege/university
i truly encouraging the
spirit of academic freedom
and critical enquiry.

My second question is
related to the mental health
of young students and
researchers.

Look at, for instance, a ‘top-

matter; can it go deeper into
the very root of this crisis?
Let the dark aspect of
these much-hyped academ-
ic institutions — academi-
cally brilliant, yet psycho-
logically wounded, students
— not be concealed beneath
the fancy narratives that
fascinate the urb: iddl

', the pro-
motion of some sort of tech-
no-utopianism — the belief
that technology has a solu-
tion to all socialhuman
problems — marketed by a
handful of billionaires.

The ranking agencies
should realise that without
this moral conscience and
sociological imagination,
even a ‘top-ranking” uni-
versity might fail to evolve
@s a libertarian university.
Ttis like lling what TS

class: say, this or that IIT
has occupied a prestigious
place in the QS World Uni-
versity Rankings!

And finally, do these
ranking agencies ever
search for a libertarian uni-

Eliot felt through his poet-
icwisdom:

“Where is the life we have
lost in living?

Where is the wisdom we
have lost in knowledge?

Where is the knowledge we

07

ironically, the ranking asthehistory ofthe creation  living with the similar kind ranking'ITT. Of course, itcan  versity — a university that  have lost in information?"
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INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION.

— Ramnath Goenka

NATIONS NEED TO
UNITE TO DEFEAT
PLASTICS POLLUTION

"ALKS for a global plastics treaty at Geneva have ended

without a deal. With two powerful blocs of nations en-

trenched in their stated positions, the collapse of nego-

tiations for an international legally-binding instrument

after three years of efforts was not really a surprise.
Exasperated negotiators going through marathon sessions
failed to reach common ground as two treaty drafts in the
last 48 hours remained unacceptable. Clashing visions to
fight plastic pollution made the negotiations difficult right
from the start. The so-called ‘high-ambition coalition’ that
includes the EU and Australia alongside African as well as
small Pacific nations remained insistent on robust measures
on the entire life-cycle of plastics; whereas the ‘like-minded
countries’ vehemently opposed the upstream measures. As
a result, critical issues such as production cuts, phase-out
timelines for single-use plastic, chemicals of concern, and
recycle-and-reuse were never resolved.

To be clear-eyed, the treaty was in jeopardy the moment
it began with industry lobbyists outnumbering negotia-
tors from some participating countries. An analysis dur-
ing the early rounds of discussions revealed that such
pressure groups figured even in government delegations,
exposing the worrying levels of control the plastics indus-
try had on the negotiations. The collapse of the talks at
Geneva, however, presents opportunities to the parties to
make amends in the future. No date or venue for the next
round has yet been announced, which opens the ground
for negotiations among nations.

Given plastic’s alarming impact on the environment, the
need for aligning the visions of the high-ambition bloc with
the sovereign rights and development needs of the primary
producer nations can hardly be overemphasised. Similarly,
adoption of the ‘common but differentiated responsibili-
ties’ principle would make sense to bring the developing
nations on board. India, which has thrown its weight be-
hind the like-minded nations, has made its stand clear by
stating that any financial mechanism must be based on un-
derstandings reached at the 1992 Rio Earth Summit. A eru-
cial factor for a future Global Plastics Treaty would be the
voting mechanism to decide, which remained a bone of
contention this time. Though majority voting is an option
in the absence of a consensus, it should be the last choice.
For a legally-binding instrument to defeat the monster of
plastic pollution, the world must vote unequivocally.

BCCIMUST PROTECT FANS’
INTEREST AT WORLD CUPS

E have been here before with the Board of Con-
trol for Cricket in India. In 2023, with just a few
months to go for the men's 50-over World Cup in
the country, details around ticket sales remained
unsettlingly sketchy. The schedule was released
quite late, too. Even when the world's richest cricketing
body provided some clarity, other questions emerged. The
schedule was changed and the ticketing process left a lot
to be desired. Now on the verge of hosting another 50-over
International Cricket Council event—this time with Sri
Lanka—official ticket sales are yet to be announced. Fans
who have shown a lot of appetite for the women's game
have not been getting the answers they need to plan.
Worse, nobody seems sure where the opener and the final
of the Women's World Cup will be held. Bengaluru was
supposed to host the opener and was in line for the final
if Pakistan did not get that far. But they are yet to get
police permission for the matches. With time running out,
the organisers cannot dither much longer, as the ICC takes
over operations at venues a month before the games.
Even if it's an ICC event, this seems to be a uniquely
Indian problem at the moment. The public pre-sale of
ticket ballots for next year’s Women's T20 World Cup in the
UK finished last week; for an event scheduled for June-July
2026, the winners will be notified by this September. Just
to drive home the point, there is also no word on the ticket-
ing process or schedule for the next men’s T20 World Cup,
scheduled in India and Sri Lanka in February-March 2026.
Announcing the basics such as ticketing and the schedule
gives fans the opportunity to plan their leaves and sort out
their travel in advance. But another World Cup in India is
in danger of not hosting too many overseas fans because
the authorities are once again shortchanging the cricket-
loving public. Nobody doubts their ability to bring in alot
of money and organise glamorous events, but they keep
failing at the fundamentals needed for any event. Both the
ICC and the BCCI will do well to remember that fans are
the lifeblood of any sport, and there’s only so much they
would be willing to suffer before walking away.

. ¥ ouicicrae |
NOT DELULUABOUT TONGUES

EOLOGISMS that have made it into the Cambridge Dic-
Ntionary this year—including skibidi, delulu and broli-

garchy—show that internet slang may not always be a
passing fad. Some of it could be here to stay, thanks to the
tech bros’ oligarchy whose apps give currency to such coin-
ages. If you are feeling a bit skibidi about their longevity,
consider that Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese
dropped the phrase “they are delulu with no solulu” into a
parliament speech after podcasters dared him. Polyglot Ar-
ieh Smith recently wowed high school students in Pennsyl-
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EDITORIAL

LD AICKOISIWIOWISY THE NEW INDIAN EXPRESS

HE Donald Trump-Vladimir Pu-
tin meeting in Anchorage prom-
ised forward movement on
Ukraine, but delivered only lim-
ited outcomes. The good news is
there was no breakdown—no
deal, but no bitterness either.
That in itself is a positive. President
Trump mentioned that agreement had
been reached on several issues, with only
“one or two" matters proving sticky. It
does not take much imagination to con-
clude that the unresolved points revolve
around Russia’s insistence on holding
Donbas and the status of Crimea.

A ceasefire could have been an-
nounced as an interim measure while
details of a wider settlement were
worked out later. That this did not hap-
pen suggests disagreement was serious
enough—perhaps Putin himself insist-
ed that the war continue until his core
demands were addressed.

Trump’s own words were guarded:
“There is no deal withouta deal”. Yet his
body language in Anchorage was not
negative, nor was Putin’s. If a deal even-
tually emerges, Trump is likely to double
down on another arena of conflict: Gaza.
Bringing about a ceasefire there, along-
side progress in Ukraine, would strength-
en his credentials for international rec-
ognition, perhaps even a Nobel Prize.
His effort to bring Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy to the White
House on Monday, for follow-up discus-
sions does suggest Anchorage was not
the end of diplomacy but only a pause.

The immediate result, however, is that
the fighting continues. Ukrainian forces
remain dug in along defensive lines that
have scarcely shifted since late 2024,
while Russian forces probe with their
greater manpower and industrially-
backed munitions. The war has long
since settled into a grinding stalemate;
with no concessions in the offing. Putin
preserved his strategic flexibility, reas-
sured his military and burnished his do-
mestic standing. The mere fact of his ap-
pearance in Anchorage, meeting an
American president as an equal, was it-
self a symbolic victory. It reinforced Mos-
cow’s narrative that sanctions have not
diminished Russia’s global relevance.

For Ukraine, Anchorage was at besta
holding action. It gained no ceasefire, no
pause and no relief from daily bombard-
ment. Zelenskyy was conspicuous by his
absence from the table, and that itself
fed unease in Kyiv. His subsequent invi-
tation to Washington is a welcome cor-
rective, but it highlights that Ukraine’s
place in these discussions remains frag-
ile. For Moscow, the optics of parity with

L

The much-anticipated Alaska summit yielded little. Moscow and Kyiv
must sit together and address their core disputes. Otherwise,
future peace summits risk becoming a cycle of photo-ops

VIA ANCHORAGE:
NO SHORT-CUT TO
PEACE IN UKRAINE

it

LT GEN SYED ATA
HASNAIN (RETD)

the US were invaluable. Putin’s strategy
is unlikely to change; no outright con-
quest, but steady escalation—incremen-
tal territorial pushes, missile and drone
strikes on infrastructure and psycho-
logical pressure on both Ukraine’s mo-
rale and Western patience.

Europe, for its part, faces deepening
dilemmas. Its leaders watched the An-
chorage choreography with unease. For
them, the base issue has always been
the Russian threat to Europe itself.
Nato's eastward march was meant as a
bulwark; Ukraine became the flash-
point, “a nation too far”. Now Europe
must ask itself: can it accept Ukraine
outside Nato but still afford it the ben-
efits of an informal security partner-
ship? Can it cuntemplale creative, if

table, compro —shared
or UN-supervised arrangements in Cri-

A

Former Commander, Stinagar-based 13 Corps:
Changellor, Central University of Kashmir

-
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mea, partial de-militarised zones, or hy-
brid security guarantees? These are not
easy questions, but black-and-white po-
sitions will not end this war. Shades of
grey must form the eventual solution.
Anchorage also underlined why peace
is elusive. Russia insists on keeping oc-
cupied territory, while Ukraine regards
any loss of sovereignty as existential.
Nato and EU aspirations remain
Ukraine’s goal, but for Russia, these are
red lines. The talks produced vague as-
surances; that absence of clarity weak-
ens confidence in any “progress”. A tri-
lateral summit in Moscow with Trump,
Putin and Zelenskyy looks improbable
unless Kyiv shows more flexibility and
Europe directly involves itself. The Eu-
ropean leaders cannot remain specta-
tors; their security is at stake, and their
willingness to bend may shape the out-

‘The principle goal of education in the schools
should be creating men and women who are
capable of doing new things, not simply
repeating what other generations have done

Jean
Piaget

come more than Zelens

For now, Putin has invited Trump to
Moscow. The Kremlin is content to pro-
long the diplomatic domain. But unless
Ukraine sits at the table and the core
disputes are addressed, these summits
risk being cycles of photo-ops that buy
Russia time to consolidate its military
and political gains.

What does this mean for India? New
Delhi watches closely, because the con-
sequences are not only strategic but
economic. The Trump administration
has already warned of punitive tariffs
of up to 500 percent on nations accused
of sustaining Russia’s war effort by
buying its oil and keeping its economy
afloat. India has been warned of possi-
ble additional 25 percent tariffs (total 50
percent) on oil purchases from Russia,
though there is speculation this may be
more of a psychological lever than an
imminent policy. Even so, Delhi cannot
ignore the risk. Decisions in Washing-
ton and Moscow could directly affect
India’s growth trajectory.

The message for India’s policymakers
is clear: wait, watch and practice re-
straint. National interest must remain
paramount, and media commentary or
academic debate should avoid gratuitous
criticism or personal slurs. Strategic
choices must be left to quiet diplomacy. It
is not only oil at stake, but also technol-
ogy and defence supplies. India’s praise
of the Russian $-400 system as a force
multiplier is the stark truth. Yet, one
must ask if such stark declarations are
prudent at this sensitive moment. Global
decision-making is finely balanced, and
nations like India that straddle multiple
strategic relationships must remain cir-
cumspect. Quiet diplomacy is not weak-
ness; it is a necessity when every word
can echo with consequences.

In the end, Anchorage was not a
breakdown. That in itself is a modest
gain. But it was no breakthrough either.
The war continues, with Russia embold-
ened, Ukraine anxious and Europe rest-
less. The US remains an indispensable
player. For India, the task is to steer
carefully, avoiding unnecessary expo-
sure while keeping doors open in Wash-
ington, Moscow, and Brussels alike. An-
chorage was another reminder that the
Ukraine war is not a regional struggle
but a global one, with ripples reaching
Delhi's economy and strategic posture.
The road to peace will be long, uneven
and shaded in grey—and in that land-
scape, silence and patience may serve
India better than pronouncements.

(Views are personal)
(atahasnain@gmail.com)

UNCHAIN

LOBAL rankings for 2025 have
triggered fresh bouts of soul-
searching within India’s higher
education sector: While explana-
tions abound—from resource
limitations to lack of interna-
tionalisation—one critical but
under-recognised factor continues to un-
dermine true educational excellence qui-
etly: India’s near-unchallenged obsession
with prolonged, in-class direct teaching
and rigid requirements for on-campus
presence. This deep-seated attachment to
the classroom as the central, even exclu-
sive, site of learning is symptomatic of
broader systemic problems, and urgently
demands reflection.

The current controversy at the Univer-
sity of Delhi over the mandated 12-hour
daily on-campus presence for students is
both emblematic and alarming. Why do
our institutions cling so stubbornly to the
notion that more hours corralled in class-
rooms necessarily translates into better
learning? And, more importantly, what do
we lose by doing so, both as individuals
and as a collective academic community
aspiring towards global standards?

To understand this persistence, one
must reach back to the origins of the ‘fac-
tory model’ of education, devised during
colonial and industrial times to produce
disciplined, predictable workers rather
than intellectually-agile citizens. Indian
academia has inherited not just the infra-
structure but also the attitudes of this an-
tiquated, control-centred approach. We
have equated rigorous supervision with
quality, time in class with learning, and
discipline with genuine engagement.

However, research in educational psy-
chology and the lived experience of lead-
ing universities worldwide have since re-
vealed that this equation is flawed. Global
pedagogical thought, influenced by figures
such as Lev Vygotsky, Jean Piaget and
John Dewey, champions the idea that
knowledge is actively constructed, not pas-
sively absorbed. Learning is context-rich,
socially mediated and deeply self-directed.
And yet, in India, the ‘teacher as sole au-
thority; student as vessel’ model persists,
out-of-step with both research and the de-
mands of the 21st century.

Holding to this model comes at a cost.
Students, forced to sit through hour after
hour of top-down instruction, may appear
compliant, but genuine engagement with
content—deep, critical learning—wanes.

STUDENTS FROM DESKS

interdisciplinary exploration, or the soli-
tary acts of thinking and reflecting that
university life should offer.

This approach underestimates stu-
dents’ maturity and capacity for self-reg-
ulation, resulting in what Paulo Freire
termed the ‘infantilisation’ of learners.
Students, policed and over-scheduled, are
given scant practice in taking initiative, a
crucial skill as adults and global citizens.
Therationale, often stated, that busy time-
tables keep students “out of trouble” is
not just patronising, but fundamentally at
odds with the purpose of higher educa-
tion, which is to nurture independent
thinkers and responsible actors.

Indian universities' insistence on
in-class teaching is out of step
with both pedagogical research
and practices at some of the
best universities. For genuine
academic excellence that arises
from empowerment and trust,
we have to think beyond the
confines of the classroom

Maoreover, the toll of such prolonged sed-
entary, passive engagement is not just cog-
nitive, but also physical. Studies highlight
increased risks of back pain, poor fitness
and rising anxiety among students; com-
pounded by cognitive fatigue and dimin-
ished motivation. Research in cognitive

|
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JOHN J KENNEDY N\,

Former professor and Dean,
Chist (Deemed) University, Bengaluru

es, Faculty members tasked with deliver-
ing day-long lectures lose out on precious
time for research, curriculum innovation
and individual mentoring. When exhaus-
tion becomes routine, the entire institu-
tion suffers. Staff morale plummets, crea-
tivity is stifled, and research productivity
falls—all factors that global rankings pe-
nalise. The result is a loss of institutional
vitality and the intergenerational trans-
mission of low aspirations.

Contrast this with the world’s best uni-
versities. In the US, Europe, and parts of
East Asia, students may spend fewer for-
mal hours in class, but are trusted and ex-
pected to learn independently, collaborate
with peers, engage in real-world projects,
and participate in diverse experiential
learning opportunities. The university
campus is not just a collection of class-
rooms, but a vibrant ecosystem: libraries,
labs, community sites, workshops, and dis-
cussion forums are part of the extended
learning environment.

Reform at the institutional level re-
quires a shift in mindset from control to
facilitation. It means recognising that gen-
uine academic excellence arises not from
surveillance and compulsion, but from
empowerment and trust. As Malcolm
Knowles' andragogy (adult learning theo-
ry) emphasises, university students are
adults; their learning thrives when self-
directed, relevant, and problem-based.

Change requires courage from univer-
sity leaders—deans, vice chancellors and
policymakers—ready to challenge old as-
sumptions, listen to students and faculty
and learn from global evidence. Policies
must focus on the fundamental objective
of universities: nurturing critical, lifelong
learners who can contribute meaningfully
in a complex world. Faculty, students, and
civil society also share the responsibility
to drive this change.

The essence of a great university is its
ability to liberate learning from the con-
fines of both walls and the clock fostering

v, such as the well-k ‘spac
mg effect’, finds that distributed, acuve
engagement fosters deeper; longer-lasting

curiosity, and If we
aspire for our universities to truly excel,
the answer is more trust, freedom, flexibil-

vania with a lecture entirely in Gen Alpha slang. His sub- When the academic calendar is crammed ~ learning than uninterrupted content de- ity and intellectual adventure.
ject? The importance of learning languages. Unless we are with contact hours, students have little livery. Yet, these are ignored. (Views are personal)
delulu, it’s an advice we should all be heeding. time for essential independent reading, Nor are teachers spared the consequenc- (johnjken@gmail.com)
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GST potential

Ref: 6ST: Why small can be big for
economy (Aug 18). Let the ‘sin goods'
fetch a 40 percent levy, but for items

of mass consumption, the proposed 18
percent levy should reasonably be reduced
to 12 percent. The existing levy is a heavy
burden on both consumers and traders,
and hinders growth potential.

Sulaiman Ambalath, Thrissur

Interim peace

Ref: Alaska optics: India must read

the room and the road ahead (Aug18).
Whatever the US President Donald Trump
said was an offhand remark. India needs
more diplomacy and deftness to react
until the two poles of global power come
to a resolution for global peace.
Rajakumar Arulanandham, Tirunelveli

Tax overhaul

Ref: Key sectors await 65T inclusion soon
(Aug 18). The Centre's draft for proposed
G6ST reforms will not only benefit the
poor and the middle classes by increasing
purchasing power, but also benefit the
business class by lowering their costs

on sales. The states should extend full
cooperation with the Centre.
Suryanarayana Murty Peri, Kalahandi

Manufacturing options

Ref: Next prosperity round demands
human capital (Aug 18). India reaching
out to establish trade partnerships with
countries other than the US in the wake
of tariff impositions, increased attention
must be drawn to imprave productions
and services. That needs efficient and
trained workers.

Ravi Nair, Palakkad

Selfless offerings

Ref: A divine tester of virtue (Aug 18).
The author misses an essence of ‘giving’,
and connects with celestial blessings
that eliminates human hardships while
extolling its virtue. The law of nature
encompasses ‘inner being and doing', which
is a mere process of selfish individuation,
Raghunandan R, email

Humans first

Ref: Don't make dogs pay for human
inefficiency (Aug 17). People against

the institutionalisation of dogs should
seriously think of a situation when
someone from their family members

is dangerously attacked by a stray,
unvaccinated dog roaming on the road.
Human life remains paramount.

VK Kumar, Thiruvananthapuram

iim at The Samaja, No.02/1,2& 3, IDCO's Industrial Complex, Bareipali,
ic or atherwise, in whole or in part, ithout prior written permission is prohibited.
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NDA'’s choice for
Vice President

CP Radhakrishnan ticks multiple boxes
for the BJP and its alliance partners

aharashtra governor CP Radhakrishnan, 68,
will very likely be the next Vice-President
(VP) of India, considering that the National
Democratic Alliance has the numbers to get
its nominee elected to the office. Radhakrishnan, a
senior BJP leader from Tamil Nadu and twice a Lok
Sabha MP, is an interesting choice; and his political
career is in sharp contrast to his predecessor, Jagdeep
Dhankhar, who resigned unexpectedly in late July.
Unlike Dhankhar, who was a late entrant into the BJP
after havingworked in the Janata Dal and the
Congress, Radhakrishnan’s political grooming was in
the RSS (starting in his teens) before he moved to build
the BJP organisation in Tamil Nadu when the political
climate in the state was unfriendly to the party.

The VP'sisa post rich in symbolism, and hence, the
choice for the office is important from the perspective
of political optics. In this respect, Radhakrishnan ticks
many boxes for the BJP (the party has said its allies are
on board with its pick). One, he is a party insider with
strong ideological moorings and discipline, having
been involved in organisational work for many years.
His entry into electoral politics in the 1990s coincided
with the expansion of the NDA in Tamil Nadu, which
appeared out of bounds for the BJP, a party seen as the
antithesis of the Dravidian ideology. Radhakrishnan
was elected to the Lok Sabha from Coimbatore, an
industrial city, in 1998 and 1999, with the support of the
AIADMK and DMK, respectively, which suggests an
ability to negotiate political contradictions. While he
lostin 2014 and 2019, he still ended up with almosta
third of the votes cast. Two, the choice of a Tamil foran
important constitutional post should serve the BJP
well when elections take place in the state nextyear. It
could defuse the DMK's charge that the BJP is prone to
ignoring the interests of Tamils. Three, Radhakrishnan
belongs to the Gounder caste, an OBC community,
with significant political and economic influence in
western Tamil Nadu. It may also help the BJP firm up
its alliance with the AITADMK, which is strong in
western Tamil Nadu: AIADMK chief and former Tamil
Nadu CM Edappadi Palaniswamy, also a Gounder, has
already welcomed Radhakrishnan’s nomination. Four,
itcould help the BJP ata time OBC consolidation is
gaining traction in national politics— Dravidian
politics itselfis centred on OBC empowerment.

Politics apart, Radhakrishnan's likely ascent to the
VP's office enhances regional diversity in high public
office: Southern India has been relatively under-
represented since Venkiah Naidu demitted office as VP
in2022. That said, Radhakrishnan will need all his
parliamentary and political experience to conduct the
Upper House.

induslan Times

Good for the investor,
good for the industry

The growth trajectory of
two industries ina
similar space reinforces
the idea that consumer
protection in retail
finance is a win-all for
investors, agents, and
firms. And the nation

ometime over the course of
financial year 2025-26, the
unthinkable will happen.
The assets under manage-
ment (AUM) in the Indian
mutual fund industry will
overtake those in the life insurance
industry and end the current finan-
cial year just below the 80 lakh
crore mark. Not just in terms of size,
butalso in terms of reach; Life insur-
ance penetration (percentage of life
insurance premiums to GDP) has
remained stuck at less than 3% for
over a decade, while the share of
mutual funds in household savings
has gone up to 8.4% in March 2023
from insignificant levels earlier.
While the mutual fund SIP has
become a household name, the bad
smell around mis-sold life insurance
products refuses to go away. The rea-
son for this change lies in the regula-
tory behaviour faced by these two
industries. This is a text-book case
which proves that an investor-first
regulatory vision is good for the
investor, the agent, and the industry.
What happened to an industry

that was less than half the size of the
gigantic life insurance industry a
decade ago, that has grown big
enough to overtake the latter? The
power of good regulatory compound-
ing has resulted in a growth rate of
an annual average of 20% for over a
decade for mutual funds. The 12%
annual average AUM growth for the
life insurance industry looks tepid in
comparison. The success of
the mutual fund industry
must not be seen as an acci-
dent, buta policy design that
put investor protection at
the heart of capital market
regulation. This meant three
things.

One, aligning sales incen-
tives. Starting 2006, capital
market regulator Securities
and Exchange Board of India (Sebi)
has constantly pushed at regulation
that removes the incentives to mis-
sell.

In 2006, Sebi removed the 6% mar-
keting charge that investors paid to
fund houses for new fund offers. This
used to result in multiple new
schemes without any logic, just to
harvest the charge by churning
investors in and out of schemes.

The most significant move came in
2009, when Sebi removed the
upfront commission that was
embedded in the price of the mutual
fund. Called a front-load, this com-
mission encouraged agents to churn
an investor portfolio just so that the
agent could harvest the front com-
mission on every new purchase.
India became the first market in the

Monika
Halan

world to take this dramatic step in
investor interest. In 2018, Sebi
banned the upfronting of trail com-
missions (agent commissions that sit
at the expense ratio that should be
paid at the end of a holding year) that
was again skewing investor choice.

‘Two, reducing costs. In 2019, Sebi
reduced the expense ratio, or the cost
investors pay each year asa fee to the
mutual fund forits services.
These ratios had been fixed
in1996 and needed to come
down as the scale of the
industry grew.

And three, making dis-
closures meaningful. In
2020, Sebi made funds go
“true to label”. This means,
for example, a large cap
(defined as the first 100
stocks according to market cap,
which is a metric to see the size of a
company) cannot stuff the portfolio
with small cap stocks just to show
higher returns, never mind the
higher risk. This it did for all the cat-
egories in the market. Basically, Sebi
tried to ensure that if you are on a
bus that goes to Noida, it will not go
to Gurugram.

On each of these metrics, the
insurance regulator has failed. Inves-
tors do not really understand what
they are buying. They do not under-
stand the cost of an early exit from
long-term policies. They do not geta
clear answer on what the return is
likely to be. Worse, they are trapped
by agents and banks into products
they clearly did not need or under-
stand. Only this explains the early

Thesstrong ﬁow of money into muluxl funds shows investors have

understood that the rules of the game are there to protect them.

death of life insurance policies in
India where less than half the poli-
cies sold survive a five-year premium
paying term. For a 20-30 year prod-
uct, this should bea terrible moment
of truth, except that the industry
actually books profits from the
money lost due to early surrender by
the investor.

Front-running, mis-selling, and
sharp sales, all happen in the mutual
fund industry too. Noamount of reg-
ulation will give us a fully clean mar-
ket, but the strong flow of money into
the industry shows that investors are
learning to navigate risk, have under-
stood that the rules of the game are
there to protect them in mutual
funds.

The same cannot be said about the
life insurance policy-holder in poli-
cies that bundle both insurance and
investment, who usually feels

HTARCHIVE

trapped by the product.

As the owner of the largest life
insurance company in India and
owner of the largest part of the bank-
ing sector, the government of India
has a responsibility to ensure that
investors in life insurance are not
‘misled and trapped. Because what is
good for the investor is not just good
for the industry, but also the nation.
Due to the fat retail pipeline into
mutual funds, the Indian stock mar-
ket no longer is at the mercy of for-
eign institutional investors. Fixinga
soon-to-be 80 lakh crore behemoth
s0 that investors are protected can
only be good for everyone in the
story.

Monika Hulan s the best-selling
author of the Let's Talk series of
books on money. The views
expressed are personal

Firewalling the poll
process from politics

nunusually combative press conference
Aaddressed by chief election commissioner (CEC)

Gyanesh Kumar on Sunday underlined the trust
deficit between the poll watchdog and the Opposition
that can casta shadow on the poll process. At the press
conference, the first by CEC Kumar since he took over
and the first since the controversial special intensive
revision (SIR) drive in Bihar, the poll body termed the
Opposition’s allegations of “vote theft” false and
baseless, calling upon Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
to provide proof of his claims or withdraw his remarks.

As the custodian of the world's largest democracy,

the Election Commission of India (ECI) has a right to
defend itself and the sanctity of the poll process. And it
is also true that some of the purported issues alleged
with the voter roll —such as that of duplicate names
or dodgy addresses —are legacy issues that lingered
for decades and across multiple governments. But
turning this exchange into a political showdown will
serve neither ECI nor Indian democracy well. It should
instead consider the principles of transparency and
inclusiveness, upheld by the Supreme Court, which
ordered ECI to publish details of all 6.5 million
deletions from the rolls in Bihar and accept Aadhaar
asavalid document in SIR despite the poll body’s
apparent reluctance. Instead of resorting to examples
involving mothers and daughters to grandstand on
privacy, the poll body should consider issuing
objective rebuttals of the allegations made (like it did
when charges were made against electronic voting
machines earlier) and accept lacunae in the process if
any exist. CEC Kumar has already conceded the risks
ofa hurried clean-up of voter rolls. ECI should now
attempt to address lingering concerns over the poll
process by exercising maximum transparency within
the bounds of the law.

Trump’s mercantilism risks
America’s global leadership

barber,” prominent Washing-

ton Pasr columnist George Will told

HBO's Real Time with Bill Maher last
week. “Once a month ... I buy a haircut from
her; she buys nothing from me. She has a trade
deficit with lowa because she buys corn prod-
ucts and pork. And no lowan ever comes to
Washington to get a haircut. Amazingly, it
works —somehow!"

Nothing captures US President Donald
‘Trump's approach to trade better than Will's
quip, delivered with his trademark dry wit.
‘Will, a stalwart of classic conservative thought,
grasps a truth the current administration
seems determined to ignore: Trade is not a

‘ ‘ I l}ave a chmnlc, incurable trade deficit

cially in the tech sector.

Such a move would not only hurt American
competitiveness but also erode goodwill in a
country whose young, English-speaking work-
force is considered an asset in countering
China’s rise.

If New Delhi begins to question Washing-
ton’s reliability — and many Indians already
have—it hasalternatives: Deeper engagement
with Asean, expanded trade with the European
Union and Gulf States, or closer ties with Brics
partners. Losing India’s trust would cost the US
more than export revenue; it would weaken the
entire Indo-Pacific strategy.

Unfortunately, signs of a pivot are already
visible. Following Trump’s tariff announce-

um game. For centuries, i cit-
ies, and nations have prospered not by balan-
cing every ledger entry to the penny, but by

ments, India’ litup. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi scheduled lus first
visit to China i inmore Lhan seven years toattend

engaging involuntary that benefit
both parties.

T
trade and foreign relations turns
every economic relationship into a
scoreboard. Whether it'simposing a
25% tariff on Indian goods —followed
by an additional levy linked to New
Delhi's purchase of Russian oil —or

um-
mit Ia[erthxs month. Healso held back-to-back
calls with Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula
daSilva and Russian President Viad-
imir Putin, both vocal critics of
Trump's tariffs.

These moves are not subtle. They
are a clear message to Washington
that pressure tactics will notwork. As

threatening Nato allies over defence Frank F the US publication Axiosobserved, the
spending, his policies reduce com- Tan 50% tariffs “were officially designed to
plexalliancesto crude profit-and-loss Islam driveawedge between India and Rus-

statements.
‘The consequences go far beyond
economics. The US did not ascend to
lobal partners
over trade bala.nces whcn it emerged as a
global leader after theend of World War II; it
did thatby influ-

sia, but so far the only rupture they've

caused iswith the United States”. Not

only will India continue buying Rus-

sian oil, Axios pointed out, but it has “frozen
plans to purchase arms from the US and can-
celeda high-level defence visit to Washington.”
Trump's ile instincts may satisfy a

ence through alliances, cultural diplomacy,
andarules-based order that reassured friends
and allies they could trust Washington's com-
mitments. From the Marshall Plan to Nato to

«domestic political base thatequates toughness

with tariffs. But internationally, they risk

undermining the very alliances and partner-

ships that have underpinned America’s global
i If the

THOMAS BARRACK

%

I think the Lebanese government has ‘ ”
done their part. They've taken the

first step. Now what we need is Israel
to comply

Why leadership that is
also nurturing matters

he words nurturing and leadership are

not often used together. Nurturing is

seenas synnnymous with the fennmne
o

belonging.

Openness is curiosity in action. Listening
deeply ‘withoutany biases and asking powerful
leaders. This cre-

quality of

as masculine, calling to mind images of men

leading other men in battlefields and across
drooms.

atesasafe.i discr
logue. When people feel hen.rd theystretch, they
contribute, they grow, dnd lhe business ZFOWS.

Yet, this brand of ip b worked  Theleader will
very well, especially in the post-pandemicworld. ~ becomeirrelevant. aud redunda.nL
Recent research by Gallup showed that Nurturing

employee engagement across the world in 2024
wasata l0-year low. GLHZS want more holistic

deep roots. Patience is a radical act ina world
!hat ce]eb| ates TLDR (luo long; didn't read) and

growth, work-lif dleaders
whoareauthentic, caring and inclusive.

We interviewed 117 CEOs for our book. The
Nurturing Quotient. The stories were similar.
Leaders faced an unprecedented
number of challenges atall levels
— macroeconomic, operational,
people-related and personal. CEOs
faced the additional pressure of
mammmng a facade of control

the Fulbright Program, American
notcol-

lecting payments.

InTrump's worldview, allies are “freeload-
ers” unless they meet his transactional bench-
marks, and trade deficits are inherently bad,

tion persists in treating friends like competi-
tors, the US may find that when it

in times of crises.
They were expected to deliver on
t-

th

friends most, they have already found other
friends.
Hlsmry shows that nations that have

regardless of whether they reflect health

nomic specialisation. This ignores basic eco-
nomic reality: Just as Will's barber thrives
without selling haircuts in Towa, the US bene-
fits from importing goods it cannot produce
effectively or efficiently, while exporting its
su‘engthsm[ech.uology services, and innova-
tion. The danger is that when alliances are

ly through transac-

tional leverage often paid a price. Britain’s mer-
cantile emplre in the 18th century collapsed in
part because it treated col 5as

le~
ilarly, interwar US policy, which relied on tariffs
such as the Smoot-Hawley Act 0f 1930 to “pro-
tect” domestic industry, deepened the Great

treated aslittle han by

Depression and alienated trading partners,

tlooking e for stability.

) ify trade
strm:glc bets, and deepen ties with rival pow-
ers willmg to offer steadier terms.

icinstability prior to
World War I

On the other hand, the US's greatest strategic
successes have come when itinvested in part-
The

idesa powerful leof that.
New Delhx is not just another trading part-
ner. Over the past two decades, successive

and D ic alike — have ised the
country as central to America's Indo-Pacific
strategy. That vision has mduded defence

Marshall Plan rebuilt Europe not because it
turned a profit in 1948 but because it secured a
continent aligned with American values for
decades Cul!uml exchange programmes,

skilled workers, and

cooperative defence pacts have been far more

jointmili and grow-
ing partnerships in technology, energy, and
counterterrorism, all designed to position India
asacounterweight to: Chma

By slapping tari ds and tyi

1 y
ever could. A mercantile trade and foreign pol-
icy may deliver short-term political or eco-
nomic wins, but it will not sustain America’s

penalues toits Russian oil purcheues Trump

global role. If i ti to trade
away trust for transactional gains, it risks
becomingj playerina crowded field

to shon -term transactional dlspmes Even
is the hint that

tion could target H-IB and L-1 visa pro-

grammes, which are critical pathways for tens

of thousands of highly skilled Indian profes-

sionals who help drive US innovation, espe-

of powers, without the credibility, goodwill, or
strategic depth thatonce setit apart.

Frank F Islam is an entrepr mulruml civic leader,

Nirupama
Subramanian

feffi-
clency and achievement. Plants and children
don'tgrow ina day. People don’t need steroids
for instant payoff but sustained care for enduring
impact. Many of the leaders spoke
abouta constant tussle between the
pressure for quick profits versus the
patience needed to grow business
and talent. Mature leaders have the
discernment to know when to prune
the weeds and when to persevere
with a flowering plant. Patience
shows up as a belief in another’s

tled stress, i utiny, potential when you actas a mentor
personal crises and the danger of or coach. Patience is the golden
constant disruption. pause between periods of frenetic

The solution is not to do more of - activity when you give time for deep

the same, but to do things differ-
ently. Leadersare not commanders
of obedience but gardeners of

Rajesh

reflection. Patience is the safety net
you provide for people as you let
them learn from failures and try

potential. Nurturing leadership. again the next time.

g Ramaistnan | iy v tqulybones
istently leaders we interviewed. One of the

sustainable growth. leaders said, “People won't care how

‘We saw that the leaders who focus on their
own well-beingand growth are better placed to
grow their teams and the business. Leaders
needed to [oLus on the physical, mental, emo-

muchyou know until they know how muchyou
care.” Empathy fuels connection. A 2023 EY
Empathy in Business Survey showed that 88% of
responden!s Imked empathetic leadershlp [

nurturing them-

selves o bnng their best selves to work. Then,

they can mentor, coach, inspire, listen and
empower others forgmwlh.

Nurturing leadership is not about control

but cultivation — of self, ofpeople. andof per

y,87% tivity
andil ion. The leader who d
canhelp iremo-
tions is able to generate better results.

A i i i isci-

purpose.

formance. Atits core are four

we describe with the acronym HOPE — humil-
ity, openness, patience, and empathy. These
were the traits echoed by the leaders in our
research and they cut across all the behaviours
needed to nurture self and oth

than cynicism. bitterness
leads to a better and a more producuve work-
place. people
need leaders who are humble enough to listen,
open enough to learn, patient enough to wait,
ic enough to lead from the heart.

l-mmi]i(y isthe’ beginm‘ngo[lmmjng Humil-

toaskfor help, theability tolearn from anyone:
irrespective of age, gender or title, the grace to
celebrate team success instead of lakmg per-
sonal credit. L it their uuzu.uu.

The future belongs tosuch leaders—those who
know that nurturing is not a distraction from
performance, but the surest path toit.

Nirupama Subramanian s founder, Powerfilife
Solunom Ra}cxh Ramakrishnan s former

and thought leader based in DC. The
views expressed are personal
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FTER intense speculation over

the potential candidate of NDA
over the past few weeks after the sud-
den exit of the incumbent Vice-Presi-
dent Jagdeep Dhankar, the name of C
P Radhakrishnan, presently Governor
of Maharashtra has been officially an-
nounced. While his ascension to the
vacant slotis almost certain, what is in-
teresting is in how the BJP has moved
in once again to focus its attention on
the southern state of Tamil Nadu, albeit
treading a different route and employ-
inga new strategy. While the obvious
answer is that it is eyeing the impend-
ing Assembly elections in Tamil Nadu
in the coming summer, the known-un-
known is why a relatively low-profile
Radhakrishnan has been selected to

hold the Vice-President post. As far as
credentials go, the media has already
sketched profiles of the impending
V-P tracing his roots from Jan Sangh
days to how over the years he has been
a silent, efficient and effective party
man for BJP despite the party itself
failing to create a significant impact in
the Dravidian heartland. Firstly, over
the past few years, in Chennai, call it
Delhi's daring gambit or ineffective
posturing, the party headquarters had
reposed its faith on a set of newcom-
ers, defectors and a few who came in
from apolitical backgrounds (read An-
namalai) to lead the state unit. Barring
manufactured hype and a feel good
among the English-speaking media
‘moguls, none of them managed to cre-

ate a lasting impact to deliver what the
saffron party bosses expected, some
thing which they managed in erstwhile
hostile terrains across the country,
smashing rivals who had held power
for long in their respective domains. In
the case of C P Radhakrishnan, he has
had a direct hotline to Delhi over the
years as he has been MP from Coim-
batore twice, during the Vajpayee era,
when he was a very valued leader for
the previous BJP bosses. Very notably,
he has had a working relationship with
the DMK hierarchy, from its illustrious
M Karunanidhi to the current Chief
Minister, M K Stalin. Known for his
quiet, effective networking, consensual
and amiable nature leading to mutually
acceptable solutions, Radhakrishnan is

Will Radhakrishnan be the game-changer for BJP?

the perfect antidote to the recent set
of leaders, who had ruffled feathers of
the local Dravidian parties and threat-
ened to go alone, to very unimpressive
outcomes at the hustings twice in the
recent past.

Importantly, with caste being a very
important deciding factor, the OBC
leader who hails from the Gounder
community (like ex- CM and AIAD-
MK leader Edappadi Palani Swamy
and Annamalai) is considered to be
the appropriate placement. If it is an
attempt to mollify the BJP support-
ers of the community who were sad
to see Annamalai being replaced, then
one can assume the box would be
ticked. It also means the old guard of
the BJP which had done all the hard

work over decades to reposition the
party among the new voters would feel
elated as one of their own is now at a
position of eminence in Delhi, having
the eyes and ears of the top leaders.
While it can be argued that the post
of Vice-President is constitutional and
free from party bias, the ripple effect

() LETTERS

Free bus ride is pure vote-bank politics

t is quite paradoxical that the present AP government,
which has no money to pay the just and long-pending
dearness allowance to its employees, has launched a free
bus ride scherm: for all women 5n the state. As things stand,

of this prospective app one
may assume, would be too obvious to
be ignored. Already, with the Centre-
appointed  Governors continuously
under attack of acting like agents of
the Centre, without attracting such
criticisms, the likely new Vice-Presi-
dent may, with his appointment, en-
able BJP to quietly work behind the
scenes to take another serious attempt
to wrest power in 2026,

Cricket lovers have right to know BCCI activities

PROF MADABHUSHI
SRIDHAR ACHARYULU

ment, the National Sports

Governance  Bill, keep-
ing the Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) out-
side the RTT Act, was passed
recently. It is another attack on
transparency in India. It was
introduced just before the Lok
Sabha adjourned amidst oppo-
sition protests. The bill claims
to regulate the functioning of
national sports bodies, provide
for their recognition, butitwill
further kill the Right to Infor-
mation Act 2005.

The new Bill against RTI
will be violating the principles
and several judgments of the
Supreme Court, High Courts,
Law Commission recommen-
dations, and CIC Judgments,
declaring BCCI as a public
authority under the Constitu-
tion.

The BCCI, though techni-
cally a private society, wiclds
state-like powers over Indian
cricket. It selects national
teams, organizes tournaments
on public land, uses govern-
ment security, and enjoys tax
exemptions.

Recognizing these facts,
(this. \mm as th lhen Lemml

IN an unfortunate develop-

» Yetanother strike
gainst RTI

» I transparency Is com-
promised in the case of
India’s wealthiest sports
body, others may seek
similar immunity.

noted: “BCCI is an organiza-
tion whose actions and deci-
sions affect the fundamental
rights of citizens. Selection
for national teams, organizing
matches in stadiums built on
public land, and use of state
police and security forces are
public functions, not private
acts!”
On October 2, 2018, the
BCCI was covered under the
Right to Information Act
saying “The SC has also reaf-
firmed that the BCCI is the
approved’ national-level body
holding virtually monopoly
rights 1o organize cricketing
events in the country”. Hence,
it was held answerable to the
people of the country under its
mechanism.

The CIC appellate body in
RTI matters, went through
the law, orders of the Supreme
Court, the Law Commission
of India’s report, submissions
of the Central Public Informa-
tion Officer in the Ministry
of Youth Affairs and Sports
to conclude that the status,
nature and functional char-
acteristics of the BCCI fulfil
required conditions of Section
2(h) of the RTI Act.

The CIC directed the
President and Committee of
Administrators to designate
deserving officers as central
public information officers,
central assistant public infor-
mation officers, and first ap-

held that the BCC[ wasa puh-
lic authority” under Section
2(h) of the RTT Act. He stated:
“Functioning of the BCCI di-
rectly affects the public interest
and national image. It cannot
shy away from public account-
ability just because it was not
created by statute” In his de-
tailed order (by this writer as
CIC) dated July 10, 2018, he

pellate auth as required
under the law. Acharyulu gave
the BCCI 15 days to put on-
line and offline mechanisms
in place to receive applications
for information under the RTI
Act. The matter came before
him as the Sports Ministry
did not give a satisfactory re-
sponse to an RTI applicant,
Geeta Rani, who had sought
to know the provisions and

RTI has been one of India’s most effective tools for grass-
roots activism and investigative journalism. This exemp-
tion will further embolden moves to undermine informa-

tion

or narrow

of plbllc interest”,

guidelines under which the
BCCI has been representing
India and selecting players for
the country.

The CIC also stated: The
BCCI should be listed as an
NSF covered under the RTI
Act. The RTI Act should be
made applicable to the BCCI
along with its entire constitu-
ent member cricketing associ-
ations, provided they fulfil the
criteria applicable to the BCCI,
as discussed in the Law Com-
mission’s report.

It was reported: “There was
aCIC hearing on July 10, when
it was asked as to why BCCI
shouldn't come under the RTI?
The BCCI didn't even file a re-
ply and sat on the show-cause
notice,

Why is Parliament
opposing SC judgements?
This legal reasoning was bol-
stered by the Supreme Court’s
2016 ruling in BCCI v. Cricket
Association of Bihar, where
the court emphasised that
BCCI discharges “public func-
tions”, and thus can be subject
to judicial and constitutional
norms,

Furthermore, the Law Com-
mission of India, in its 775\}1
report, concluded

damental rights of players and
the public, and hence it must
be held accountable under
RTL?

It further stated: “BCCI
virtually acts as a National
Sports Federation. It selects
players to represent the coun-
try, frames rules for the game,
and receives indirect funding
and support from the govern-
ment... There is no justifica-
tion for keeping such an entity
outside the purview of the RTI
Act”

Exempting the BCCI from
RTI not only undermines ju-
dicial and expert opinion but
also sets a dangerous prec-
edent for diluting the RTT Act.

Herés how it affects the
broader RTT regime:

Institutional Impunity:

If a body like the BCCI,
which receives indirect public
funding and exercises pub-
lic authority, is exempt, other
powerful private entities with
public functions may demand
similar treatment.

Legitimising secre
‘The move signals citizens and
bureaucracies that opacity is
acceptable in public-interest
domains. It emboldens other

tive journalism. This exemp-
tion will further embolden
moves to undermine informa-
tion commissions, deny infor-
mation, or narrow definitions
of “public interest”.

Reversal of progressive

interpretation:
Over the years, courts and
information commissions

have expanded the scope of
RTI through liberal interpre-
tations. This proposed law
legislatively ~overturns  that
progress and curtails the Act’s
evolution.

We need to be warned:
“Shielding sports bodies from
RTI sets a regressive prec-
edent. It will encourage pri-
vatized governance of public
resources without any demo-
cratic oversight”

UK and Australia

Far from exempting powerful
sports  bodies, democracies
like the United Kingdom and
Australia have moved towards
greater transparency in sports
governance.

UK Freedom of
Information Act:

‘The UK Sport and Sport Eng-
land, both government-fund-
ed sports bodies, are subject to
the UK Freedom of Informa-
tion Act.

Even national governing
bodies for sport that receive
significant public funds are
required to publish financial
statements, governance codes,
and performance metrics.

After scandals in UK athlet-
ics and football, sports govern-
ance codes were introduced
with strong emphasis on open-
ness, diversity, and account-
ability.

ously that BCCI qualmcs as a
public authority and should
be brought under the RTI Act.
‘The Commission observed:
“The BCCI exercises ‘state-
like' powers and monopolistic
control over cricket. Its actions
have a huge impact on the fun-

departments to resist trans-
parency by altering definitions
and dlassifications.

Weakening RTI norms:

RTI has been one of India’s
most effective tools for grass-
roots activism and investiga-

The Australian example:
In Australia, national sports
organizations  that  receive
funding from the Australian
Sports Commission must meet
transparency benchmarks,
These  organizations  are
subject to public audits, per-
formance reporting, and ethi-

cal compliance requirements.

Australias Freedom of In-
formation Act 1982 applies
to sports bodies engaged in
public functions or funded by
public money.

In both these jurisdictions,
the trend is toward more—not
less—accountability in sports
governance.

Indias proposed BCCI ex-
emption reverses this demo-
cratic trend.

is a public trust:
more than a game in
India—it is a public trust, and
the body that governs it must
be accountable to the people.

By excluding the BCCI
from the RTT Act, the govern-
ment is not just shielding one
organization—it is sending a
message that powerful institu-
tions can evade public scrutiny
if they are politically or finan-
cially influential enough.

If transparency is compro-
mised in the case of Indias
most visible and wealthiest
sports body, it won't be long
before others seek the same
immunity, Such moves will
steadily erode citizens' rights
to know, corrode the culture
of accountability, and damage
Indias global image as a de-
mocracy that values openness.

The RTI Act is a pillar of
democratic governance in In-
dia. Any exemption to BCCI
will not just be a technical-
ity—it will be a precedent with
far-reaching  consequences,
Parliament must think twice
before legislating secrecy into
a domain that so clearly be-
longs to the public,

As the Law Commission re-
minded us: “Transparency in
sports governance is essential
to ensure fairness, prevent cor-
ruption, and uphold the spirit
of the game. The BCCI must
not be allowed to escape pub-
lic scrutiny”

One must understand that
transparency is not optional. It
is foundational.

(The writer
is a former CIC and Advi-
sor, School of Law, Mahindra

inlakhs caneasily pay
the chargcs to their workplaces, The scheme helps them to
save money. Sadly, women from the lower strata have no
access to buses and they cannot afford to travel long dis-
tances due to inabilities and social restrictions. A fallout
of the free bus ride scheme is that it is drawing women in
drones to unnecessary travels and leading to hardships to
men, who find it hard to get seats. The vote-bank politics
that helps parties get unprecedented mandates are deplor-
able.

M Clandrasekhar, Kadapa

Radhakrishnan makes for
the perfect V-P choice
P Radhakrishnan, the present Governor of Maha-
rashtra, has impressive credentials, including dedica-
tion, humility, and intellect. He has remained focused on
community service and empowering the marginalised, as
h:ls been descnbed by Prlmt Mlmsler Narendra Modi.
ished himself as the
Governor of Jharkhand with the additional charge of Tel-
angana and Puducherry, These appointments prove that he
is amicable and non-controversial. One hopes that a man
with such lofty achievements will be the unanimous choice
as the country’s next Vice-President.
Kantamsetti Lakshman Rao, Visakhapatnam

Politicians must stop undermining
bodies like ECI

he recent article titled “Rahul’s allegations against EC

detrimental to the foundations of Indian democracy”
brings attention to a critical issue — politicisation of the
Election Commission (EC). As the guardian of electoral in-
tegrity, the EC plays a central role in upholding democratic
values in India. Rahul Gandhis allegations regarding voter
list irregularities in Mahadevapura constituency, where his
own party is in power, appear strategically questionable.
Instead of filing a formal complaint supported by evidence,
the opposition leader made public accusations, thereby
bypassing the established legal route. The article rightly
observes that targeting a Congress-ruled state like Karna-
taka creates doubts about the intent behind these claims.
Such an approach risks damaging public trust in the EC,
an institution that must remain neutral and reﬁpec(ed
‘While electoral bility is essential,
politically motivated claims only erode public confidence
in democratic institations. Political leaders must act with
responsibility and uphold credibility of bodies like the EC,
which form the backbone of India’s democratic process.

Varsha Omprakash, St. Francis College for Women

EC must redeem itself

T is ironic that the Election Commission of India (ECI)

that must be politically neutral in the performance of its
duties has been at the center of a political storm after the
Opposition raised doubts about its independence, impar-
tiality and integrity in the preparation of voters’ lists and
conduct of elections, The problem with the commission
is that it lacks transparency and the will to ensure a level-
playing field for all political parties. In taking a confronta-
tional approach towards Rahul Gandhi for lifting the lid on
what he calls ‘vote chori’ and campaigning for righting the
electoral process, the poll body has not marshalled its neu-
trality and willingness to take corrective action. By dou-
bling down on its demand that Rahul Gandbhi file a signed
affidavit within seven days or apologize in an intimidatory
manner instead of investigating the alleged voter theft and
putting forth its ludicrous argument that his failure to do so
within the deadline will disprove the allegations, the Elec-
tion Commission has lent credence to the charge of acting
as an agent of the BJP. Its claim that it does not distinguish
between parties is belied by its lack of interest in asking
BJP MP Anurag Thakur to file an affidavit for alleging voter
roll discrepancies in Rae Bareli. The Election Commission
must ask itself why it becomes necessary for the Supreme
Court to issue orders to it to protect the sanctity of elec-

University, Hyderabad)

Do hot drinks cause cancer? An expert explains

ViNcenT Ho

W"HEN you order a coffee, do
you ask for it to be “extra hot"?

Whether you enjoy tea, coffee or some-
thing else, hot drinks are a comforting
and often highly personal ritual. The
exact temperature to brew tea or serve
coffee for the best flavour is hotly de-
bated. But there may be something else
you're not considering: your health.

Yes, hot drinks can be too hot - and
are even linked to cancer. So, lets look
at the evidence. What's the link be-
tween hot drinks and cancer? There
is no evidence for a link between hot
drinks and throat cancer and the evi-
dence fora link between hot drinksand
stomach cancer is unclear. But thereisa
link between hot drinks and cancers of
the “food pipe" or oesophagus.

In2016, the International Agency for
Research on Cancer classified drinking
very hot beverages, meaning above
65°C, as “probably carcinogenic to hu-
mans” — this is the same risk category
as emissions from indoor wood smoke
or eating a lot of red meat. The agency’s
report found it was the temperature,
not the drinks, that were responsible.
This is based mainly on evidence from
South America, where studies found a
link between drinking a lot of mate - a
traditional herbal drink usually drunk
at around 70°C - and a higher risk of
oesophageal cancer.

Similar studies in the Middle East,
Alfrica and Asia have also supported

Hot Beverages And Their
Esophageal Cancer Connection
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The risk of cancer may depend on how much hot liquid you drink in one
sitting and how quickly. It seems drinking a lot in one go is more likely
to rhmaga the ocsnphagus by causing a heat injury. In one study, re-

inside the of people

drinking hat coffee at different temperatures.

the link between drinking very hot
beverages and developing oesopha-
geal cancer. However, until recently
we didn't have substantial research ex-
ploring this link in Europe and other
Western populations. This year, a large
study of almost half a million adults in
the United Kingdom confirmed drink-
ing higher amounts of very hot drinks
(teaand coffee) was associated with oe-
sophageal cancer.

‘The study found that someone who
drank eight or more cups a day of
very hot tea or coffee was almost six
times more likely to develop oesopha-

geal cancer, compared to someone who
didnt have hot drinks. How do hot
drinks cause cancer?

Drinking alot of very hot drinks can
damage cells in the oesophagus lining,
and it’s believed over time this can lead
to cancer developing. Rescarchers first
proposed this link almost 90 years ago.
What we know about how hot drinks
can damage the oesophagus mainly
comes from animal studies.

Very hot water may accelerate
cancer growth:
One animal study from 2016 stud-

ied mice that were prone to develop-
ing cancer. Mice given very hot water
(70°C) were morelikely to develop pre-
cancerous growths in the oesophagus,
and sooner, compared to mice given
water at lower temperatures, Another
theory is that heat damage to the oe-
sophagus lining weakens its normal
barrier, increasing the risk of further
damage from gastric acid reflux (from
the stomach). Over time, this chronic
damage can increase the chance of de-
veloping oesophageal cancer.

Does the quantity matter?

The risk of cancer may depend on
how much hot liquid you drink in
one sitting and how quickly. It seems
drinking a lot in one go is more likely
to damage the oesophagus by causing
a heat injury. In one study, research-
ers measured the temperature inside
the oesophagus of people drinking hot
coffee at different temperatures. They
found the size of the sip the person
took had more impact than how hot
the drink was. A very big sip (20 mil-
lilitres) of 65°C coffec increased the
temperature inside the oesophagus by
up to 12°C.

Over time, large sips can lead to
sustained heat injury that can damage
cells. The occasional small sip of cof-
fee at 65°C isn't likely to result in any
long-term problems. But over years,
drinking large amounts of very hot
drinks could very well increase the
risk of oesophageal cancer, So, what's

a safe temperature? The brewing tem-
peratures for drinks such as coffec are
very high - often close to the boiling
point of water.

For example, takeaway hot drinks
may sometimes be served at very high
temperatures (around 90°C) to allow
for cooling when people drink them
later at the office or home.

One study from the United States
calculated the ideal temperature for
coffee, factoring in the risk of heat in-
jury to the oesophagus while presery-
ing flavour and taste. The researchers
came up with an optimum tempera-
ture of 57.8°C.

Tips to consume hot drinks safely:
1) Slow down, take your time and
enjoy; 2) Allowing time for a very
hot drink to cool is important and
research has shown a hot drink's tem-
perature can drop by 10-15°C in five
minutes.

Other things that may help cool a
hot drink: 1) stirring and blowing; 2)
opening the lid on a takeaway drink.
Coffee with the lid off can cool twice
as fast as with the lid on; 3) mixing in
some cool water or milk.

Finally, small sips are a good idea to
test the temperature, given we know
having a large amount has a signifi-
cant impact on the temperature inside
the oesophagus and potential damage
to its lining.

(The writer is associated with -

Western Sydney University)

tions. The must redeem itself or, failing that,
we must redeem it for the sake of Indian democracy.
G David Milton, Maruthancode (TN)

thehansreader@gmail.com
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HM orders action against person who
accused CM of killing 28 people

BENGALURU: Home Minister G Parameshwara on
Monday said he has instructed officials to take legal ac-
tion against a person who has alleged Chief Minister
Siddaramaialis involvement in the murder of 28 people.

‘The issue was raised by the opposition BJP in the
Legislative Assembly, questioning the government’s in-
action against the person who levelled the allegations.
Although the name was not taken by the Home Min-
ister, Deputy Chief Minister D K Shivakumar or senior
BIP leaders, official sources and some BJP legislators
identified the person as Mahesh Shetty Thimarody in
the Assembly.

Thimarody had spearheaded the fight for justice for
the II year PU student from Ujire, who was raped and
murdered in Dharmasthala in 2012. He was also promi-
nent among those who demanded justice and probe,
following the claims of mass murder, rape, and mass
burials in Dharmasthala, over the past two decades.

‘The Special Investigation Team (SIT) formed by the
state government is probing the claims of mass mur-
der, rape, and mass burials in Dharmasthala. “Do you
think the government is so helpless? 'm unable to un-
derstand... let’s not make that person (who made allega-
tions against CM) big. There are multiple cases against
that person. I have given instructions to take action
against that person. Such people cannot be left just like
that,” Parameshwara said.
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EDI'T

I

Chronicle

Will move to cut GST rates
trigger consumption boom?

he BJP government’s proposal to cut GST rates is long overdue and

could boost domestic consumption, easing the impact of global eco-

nomic uncertainty on India. en the Goods and Services Tax

(GST) was rolled out in 2017 as part of a major indirect tax reform,
the Central and state governments brought 1,300 goods and 500 services
under its ambit to end the incidence of “tax on tax.” However, the initia-
tive was criticised for being too complex due to its multiple tax slabs — five
per cent, 12 per cent, 18 per cent and 28 per cent — along with a special sin
tax on some items.

After eight years, the government has proposed reducing the number of
tax slabs to two — five per cent and 18 per cent — along with a 40 per cent
special rate on a select few items. Though the official draft is yet to be
released, indications are that 90 per cent of the goods in the 28 per cent and
12 per cent categories will shift to 18 per cent and five per cent respective-
ly. This could translate into at least seven to 10 per cent savings for con-
sumers, depending on the product purchased.

Products in the 28 per cent bracket — which make up 19 per cent of man-
ufactured goods — include non-essential FMCG items such as chewing
gum and pan masala, as well as big-ticket consumer durables and cars.
Moving them to 18 per cent could reduce prices by about 10 per cent.

Goods currently taxed at 12 per cent — such as semi-essentials like frozen
meat products, butter, cheese, namkeen, sauce, spoons, forks, tooth pow-
der, mobile phones, apparels, and hotel accommodation among others —
will shift to the five per cent bracket, enabling savings of at least seven per
cent.

The biggest savings in absolute terms would be for those planning to pur-
chase a small car priced between Z6 lakh and 215 lakh. A 10 per cent lower
tax rate would reduce prices by 60,000 to ¥1,50,000. Other products could
see an average saving of’ around eight per cent, meaning a family with a Z1-
lakh monthly expenditure could save up to 28,000 per month.

Analysts believe that lowering GST could disproportionately affect state
governments, as indirect tax is their major revenue source and the Centre
does not share income from cesses and surcharges. This could weaken
states’ capacity to spend independently without seeking support from the
Centre,

Overall, the current rejig of GST slabs, along with the previously
announced income-tax rationalisation, could leave more money in people's
hands and theorencally boost consumption, triggering a virtuous cycle.
While the goverumem 's measures are well-intentioned and timely, the bxg
question remains: Will these moves compensate for years of stagnant pri-
vate-sector salaries? Will they instil enough confidence for people to bor-
row, spend, and revive animal spirits in the economy? Will these measures
inspire confidence in the private sector to spend to create new capacities
and hire more people? It is a $4-trillion question, which is waiting to be
answered.

NDAS V-P pick appears acceptable

he ruling BJP may have pulled an acceptable name out of a hat in

I picking Chandrapuram Ponnusamy Radhakrishnan from Tamil

Nadu as the vice-presidential candidate of the NDA. The veteran

polmman who was twice elected as MP from western TN ticks many boxes
in these particularly politically polarised times.

Coming as he does from an RSS Pracharak background, he may be the
olive branch offered by the PM at a time when the ideological parent organ-
isation has been speaking about the retirement age of 75. As the PM is fond
of quoting from Tamil classics, his choice quotation Yadhum oore
Y}zwaram khelir (‘Every place is our native, Every one is our companion’)
is seemingly apt for ‘CPR’, a moderate and accessible face from a state that
is getting ready for the polls to be held next summer.

The TN ruling party DMK, diametrically opposed to the BJP, also wel-
comed his nomination, which it had to lest it be seen as opposing a fellow
Tamil.

However, it came up with a political riposte to the strategically shrewd
NDA nomination by calling for a Tamil politician to be picked as the
LN.D.LA. bloc choice to oppose Radhakrishnan, who was named after the
scholarly Vice-President Dr Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan from the state who
also went on to serve as President.

The NDA, enjoying a sufficient majority while commanding around 423
votes in an electoral college of 782 MPs (including nominated Rajya Sabha
members), should get him elected against anyone the Opposition may
name as it is compelled to field a Vice-Presidential candidate, ostensibly
for ideological reasons but also to test the political tempel ature.

There is no basis for any conjecture that CPR as the NDA candidate
would have any influence on the Tamil Nadu political scene in which the
DMK is firmly ensconced now. But the ruling dispensation would like to
send the message that Tamil Nadu is not necessarily being singled out for
step motherly treatment even as the BJP hopes to enhance its support in
the state.

The plus point in such a candidature is Radhaknshnan s experience as
the Centre’s representative in Raj Bhavans in Jharkh: ashtra,
Hyderabad and Puducherry might help him tobe a capable chairman of the
Rajya Sabha, which had seen a tumultuous and argumentative period with
the garrulous Jagdeep Dhankhar in the chair and whose resignation has
necessitated the mid-term election of a Vice-President.
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WE ARE THE ZERO
VOTERR.., ZERO HOULE,
ZERO INCOME. AND

3 hard choices ahead for

India in uncertain world

Syed Ata Hasnain

ere are several

ard choices lying

ahead for India —

it must decide

whether to ride out

the storm in India-US rela-

tions, to vield to Mr Trump’s

pressures, or seize the oppor-

tunity toreshape its relation-
ship with China.

India-US ties are again
going through a difficult
patch. In marked contrast to
his earlier tenure, when
Donald Trump castigated
Pakistan for duplicity and
spoke warmly of India’s role
in the Indo-Pacific region, he
now seems determined to
cause discomfort. His out-
reach to Pakistan’s Army
Chief and his disparagement
of India’s positions all point
toanabrasive phase. Yet just
as the US imposed sanctions
after Pokhran-II in 1998 only
toreset ties under George W.
Bush Jr with the civil
nuclear agreement, this
downturn too is unlikely to
be permanent. India-US ties
have always been cyclical,
and resilient enough to
recover.

What matters now is how
India navigates the interim
period. Should it stay the
course, treat the present as
temporary turbulence, and
preserve both US and
Russian ties? Should it bend
towards Washington to pro-
tect the strategic partner-
ship, even if that means
eroding Moscow’s confi-
dence? Or should it use the
moment to test new initia-
tives with China, beginning
with foreign minister Wang
Yi's visit to India? Each
option has costs and bene-
fits, but all must be weighed
against one caveat; Mr
Trump’s gestures towards
Pakistan should make no dif-
ference to India, and New
Delhi  must  studiously
ignore them. Pakistan’s
external equations have
never determined India’s
trajectory. India’s focus
must remain on managing
the major power friangle of
the US, Russia and China,
while protecting its econo-
m;

y.
‘The first option is continu-

ity. Just hold the line, no
bravado, and keep the India-
us relauonshlp alive in
functional domains until the
political climate i improves. It
means some loss in the US
strategic calculus, but it
wol i
partnership, which contin-
ues to matter for energy,
defence supplies, and diplo-
macy. This approach plays
to India's tradition of
patience and strategic auton-
omy. It would allow India to
sustain networks with
Europe, Japan, Asean, and
the Global South, all while
waiting for the inevitable
post-Trump thaw. The cost:
some edging out of potential
Indo-Pacific planning. Yet
the benefit is stability, par-
ticularly when Moscow sﬁll
values loyalty and continu-
ity ata time of its own stress.

The second option is cor-
rection. India could move
more openly into the US
camp, accept Mr Trump’s
transactional style, and
work to restore the sheen of
the India-US strategic part-
nership. That would reaf-
firm India’s centrality in the
Indo-Pacific, protect its
aceess to technolugy and
investment, and reassure
Western markets.

The risks, however, are
serious. Russia would be the
loser in this equation. If
Washington and Moscow
were to find a transactional
accommodation in the
future, India might suddenly
be left exposed; distrusted in
Moscow, taken for granted
in Washington, and
deprived of its cherished
autonomy. Such a scenario
would reduce India's
‘manoeuvring space, precise-
ly the opposite of what its
foreign policy has long
sought to preserve.

The third option is oppor-
tunity. India could use Wang
Yi's visit to test the possibili-
ty of a cautious reset with
China. Officials acknowl-
edge that India’s growth tra-
jectory depends heavily on
access to Chinese supply
chains. For China too, safe
sea lines of communication
through the Indian Ocean

Each option has
costs and benefits,
but all must be
weighed against one
caveat; Mr Trump’s
gestures towards
Pakistan should
make no difference
to India, and New
Delhi must studious-
ly ignore them.

are an overriding security
concern. Today, Beijing
views India with suspicion
as a_potential disruptor
working in concert with
anti-China powers, and this
perception has partly driven
its Himalayan assertiveness.
IfIndia takes the initiative to
build modest trust, even via
limited economic or mar-
itime dialogues, the long-
term payoff could be signifi-

[n ten years, the relation-
ship could look very differ-
ent, with reduced chances of
conflict and more room for
cooperation in areas like cli-
mate, trade and connectivi-
ty. The risk, of course, is that
China could pocket goodwill
without altering its behav-
iour. But even limited confi-
dence-building would sngnal
to Washington and Moscow
that India has multiple
options.

None of these paths is free
of complications. Pmtandmg
nothmg is wrong risks iner-
tia. Kowtowing to
Washington risks alienating
Russia, Reaching out to
Beijing risks disappoint-
ment and domestic scepti-
cism. But foreign policy is
rarely about single-track
choices. For India, a creative
blend may be most effective;
preserve operational ties
with the US while awaitinga
friendlier era; reassure Mr
Putin that Russia remains
valued despite sanctions;
and cautiously probe the
potential for reduc
trust with China. The key is
not to overcommit in any
direction while ensuring the
economy remains shielded
from shocks.

One non-negotiable
remains: economic growth
must not suffer. India cannot
afford sanctions, supply dis-
ruptions, or loss of invest-
ment confidence. Access to
Western markets and capi-
tal, discounted Russian oil
and arms, and secure manu-
facturing supply chains

from China all matter simul-
taneously. A successful for-
eign policy must therefore
be judged by whether it
secures the resources need-
ed for India’s development.

It is also essential to sepa-
rate the signal from the
noise, Mr Trump's embrace
of Pakistan is political the-
atre. India must ignore it,
just as it has ignored past
swings in US-Pakistan ties.
Pakistan once thrived on
China’s support, forcing the
US periodically to return to
Islamabad. But India has
never defined its policy by
such moves, Today too, Mr
Trump’s flirtation with
Pakistan should not become
a distraction. India’s calcu-
lus must remain anchored in
the big picture; long-term US
convergence despite short
term hostility, Russian con-
tinuity despite_sanctions,
and Chinese importance
despite mistrust.

India has always been a
practitioner of multi-align-
ment. It has remained
between powers without col-
lapsing into dependency.
This moment calls for the
same dexterity. Mr Trump's
US may be difficult, M.r
Putin’s Russia may be
embattled, and Xi Jinping’s
China may be suspicious,
but India has the resilience
to maintain ties with all
three while protecting its
core interests. That means
patience with i

WELCOME MOVE ON GST
It is heartening to note
that the prices of many
goods and services
(including consumer
durable goods such as
cars, motorcycles, refrig-
erators) are likely to fall,
thanks to GST rationalisa-
tion policy announced by
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Independence
Day. The real income of
the people will go up with
fall in prices. Keeping
GST, an indirect tax, sim-
ple, will ensure win-win
situation for producers /
sellers, consumers and
the government. Viewing
from the prism of the
government, it can be
quite sanguine of consid-
erable revenue to its
exchequer as the contem-
plated three-siab struc-
ture (including demerit
goods) - standard goods
(5 per cent), merit goods
(18%) and demerit goods
(40%) -can ensure better
compliance of the people
now than bcfore

loyalty with Moscow, and
initiative with Beijing.
Hmston shows downturns

e breakthroughs,
The US tha! sanctioned India

partner by 2005. The China
that fought India in 1962
became a critical trade part-
ner by the 2000s. The Russia
that now leans heavily on
Beijing still treats India as a
valued interlocutor. Nothing
15 permauem in global poli-

’I‘he breakdown in India-
US relations under Mr
Trump is real but not fatal.
With steadiness and balance,
India can endure this phase
and emerge with more, not
fewer, options when the
winds shift. The task isnot to
choose one option forever,
but to steer carefully
through turbulence, confi-
dent that calmer waters will
return.

The writer, a retired lieu-
tenant-general, is a former
GOC of the Srinagar-hased
15 (“Chinar™) Corps

ishnsay

Chennai

MORE PARKS NEEDED

Public parks in India are fast declining.
Besides rapid urbanisation, poor infra-
structure, lack of safety, and inadequate
upkeep have contributed to their decline.
This impacts the quality of life for citi-
zens and highlights the need for better
‘management and preservation of these
green spaces. Parks serve an important
purpose of bringing the people from all
walks of life together and creating har-
mony among the community. They help
in revitalizing the atmosphere of a par-

ticular area and serve as a common
space for children and families to con-
nect with nature, and keep the commu-
nity happy and healthy. Parks improve
the aesthetic value of the area and are a
‘major source of green cover in the urban
pockets that keeps the temperature

under confrol.
R. SIVAKUMAR
Chennai

Mail your letters to
chennaidesk@deccanmail.com

Aakar Patel

New Maharashtra

security law open
to abuse, threatens
rights; say ‘no’ to it

celebrated Independence Day earlier

month, to mark the culmination of
our freedom struggle. Independence and
freedom from what? From alien rule and
from all oppressive laws — no matter who imposes.
them on us. The governor of Maharashtra is cur-
rently exa a law passed by the state
Assembly called !he “Maharashtra Special Public

Security Bill

1 have m']tte.n to the governor, on behalf of
Amnesty International India, and asked him to not
sign it and instead to deny his aslsexet Framed asL a

those
called “Urban Naxals", the bill threatens constitu-
tmna]ly and mtemannnally protected human
is seen as a decades-old rural
and Commumst -inspired movement. "U)ban
N in context fers
to alleged support far this movement by mteﬂectu
als, academics and others. The term “Urban
Naxalism” has no legal definition in Indian law.
With its vague language, discriminatory focus,
absence of judicial oversxght and high potential for
misuse, the bill risks criminalising of legitimate dis-
sent in one of our largest states.
‘As may be expected, Maharashtra chief minister
Devendra Fadnavis has asserted that the law will
not be used to suppress government critics.
waever, ifthe term “Urban Naxalism™ hasnolegal
in India. then what is it? It is a rhetorical
and pohtmally charged phrase - popularised in the

+

med.xaand political discourse, b;mt Jjurisprudence. Its

India is a signatory to. Punishing membership of an
solely based on 1deas without pmof of

allows it against
cwil society, often cnnﬂarmg peaceful dissent with
sedition or terrorism. There is a troubling prece-

dent. The Bhima Koregaon case, in wmch 16
activists were arrested under the Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act, or UAPA, demonstrates
how this label has been used to detain individuals
for years without trial. Many of those accused were
not linked to any act of violence, but merely to the
expression of critical views, advocacy for margin-
alised communities, or the defence of cwﬂ liberties,
Notably, the arrests began in 2018 during Mr
Fadnavis’ earlier tenure as chief minister. Seven
years later, trials have yet to commence, bail
remains denied to six of the activists, and one of the
accused, Father Stan Swamy, died in custody.

The “Urban Naxal" narrative has dangerously

blurred the line between non-violent political oppo-
sluun and violent ex\:remm uch conflation is not

ith India’s
ues but also vmlates lrs international legal obhgx
tions.

‘The law has other troubling elements, such as dis-
crimination. Its opening paragraphs identify * leﬁ
wing extremist organisations or similar organisa-
tmns as its focus. This singles out 1deolugias for
criminalisation and violates Article 26 of the
International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights, which guarantees equal protection under
the law regardless of political opinion, and which

incitement of or panimpatmn in violence is also
violative of the human rights of Indians.
The law defines “unlawful acu\nty' using impre-
cise and suhjacme terms such as “menace to puh].\c
r tendency to inferfere with the adminis-
tration cf law." These definitions could encompass
peaceful protest or civil disobedience, the founda-
tional elements of our freedom struggle.
Section 3 empowers the executive to declare
organisations “unlawful”, with viz?n gll'l'owslon for

their definitions, This facﬂ]tates s prolonged pre-trial
detention without judici: itiny.

On top ureverylhinge]se the law isn't needed:
India possesses very restri
rorism and criminal laws, including the UAPA,
MCOCA, and Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, which
criminalise the same or alleged conduct.
1'he new bill adds another weapon to suppress dis-

it, furning the legal process itself into punish-

ment and further eroding civil liberties.

If signed and enforced, the law under the guise of
security represents a grave and unnecessary expan-

prompt and impartial }udlmalre
board tasked with reviewing such

smnuf power at the cost of rights

comprises only government appointees, meaning
that they will be kangaroo courts.

Sections in the law permlmng saarches and
sembasedonanoﬁcel’s ‘opinion” or “person-

upen the door to arbitrary action. This violates the

nghts guaranteeing fair trial and due pmeess m
searches, protecting individuals against unlay

interference with one’s home, property and pnvacy

Section 14 prohibits appeals, while Section 17 pro-
vides blanket immunity to government officials,
even in cases of abuse, Such clauses eliminate
accountability.

As has become the fashion, colonialstyle oppres-
sion on jailing people is present in this law also.
Section 15 renders all offences under the bill non-
bailable and cognisable, despite the vagueness of

e o —+

dissent, debate and accountability. The misuse of
vague terms like “Urban Naxal” has already caused
immense harm. Asseutmg to this bill would legit-

imize a framework that enables abuse and impuni-

ty over justice. This is why I have urged the gover-

nor, with the utmost respect, to withhold assent to
the bill. The observation of Independence Day
should not be restricted to the symbolism of flag-

hoisting or salutes and long speeches. What should
be observed is our continuing commitment to free-
dom, the protection of civil liberties, the preserva-
tion of human rights and access to justice. This law
isaclear violation of all of these, and for this reason
one hopes that it is not inflicted on Indians.

The writer is the chair of Amnesty International
India. Twitter: @aakarpatel
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Powering farms

Scaling up PM-KUSUM is smart climate and energy strategy

India’s agricultural sector consumes nearly a fifth of its electricity and a hefty por-
tion of diesel for irrigation. By replacing diesel pumps with solar-powered ones
and solarising grid-connected pumps, the PM-KUSUM (Pradhan Mantri Kisan
Urja Suraksha evam Utthaan Mahabhiyan) scheme is playing a crucial role in re-
ducing emission, lowering subsidies, and protecting farmers from volatile input
costs. Phase 1 of the scheme, running through 2025-26, aims to achieve an addi-
tional 34.8 gigawatt (Gw) of solar power for irrigation through standalone solar
pumps, grid-connected pump solarisation, and small solar projects on barren
land. With about ¥34,000 crore earmarked, the scheme envisages the setting up
of 1.4 million standalone solar agricultural pumps and the solarisation of 3.5 mil-
lion grid-connected agriculture pumps, including feeder-level solarisation. In fact,
demand has surged, which highlj its overwl i and urgency
for expansion. In 2024-25 alone, the Indian Renewable Energy Development
Agency recorded a27 per cent increase in loan sanctions under the scheme, reach-
ing 47,453 crore, while loan disbursements rose 20 per cent.

In this regard, the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy’s plan to launch Phase
2 of the scheme, following its integration into the Agricultural Infrastructure Fund
in August last year, seems promising. With guidance from Phase 1learning, it may
raise the central financial-assistance cap, accommodate agrovoltaic installations,
where crops and solar panels coexist, and adopt scalable models like Maharashtra’s
centralised land-aggregation portal, which mobilised 40,000 acres forsolar farming.
Replacing diesel pumps slashes carbon emission and mitigates the risk of fluctuat-
ing fuel prices. Solar power delivers peak output during the daytime, coinciding with
irrigation needs, making it more efficient. Moreover, surplus electricity produced
by farmers can be fed backinto the grid, generating additional income at a minimal
transmission loss. Solar irrigation thus offers a decentralised, resilient power sup-
port, empowering rural communities while cutting carbon footprints.

Of course, wind and biomass too are important components in India’s renew-
able mix. They matter, notably for round-the-clock power. But harnessing the
wind, both onshore and offshore, remains geographically constrained and less
farmer-friendly. Biomass, on the other hand, raises several logistical and sustain-
ability questions. Solar, by contrast, is modular, farmer-controlled, and cheap.
Household solar adoption is showing good results. Rooftop solar capacity in India
crossed 19 Gw, while installed solar capacity surpassed 119 Gw as of July 2025. En-
rolment in home-focused schemes like the PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana has
brought 1 million households on to solar power grids, proving that decentralised
models are scalable and effective.

If Phase 2 of PM-KUSUM can match or even exceed the scale of Phase 1, India
can harness the rural-energy revolution. However, there are hurdles in implemen-
tation. It is often a challenge to find contiguous land parcels that can be pooled
and made available to a power project developer. Besides, several states offer af-
fordable electricity, which reduces the incentive for farmers to switch to solar
pumps. While India’s power sector needs deeper reforms, increasing the adoption
of solar power in agriculture is an encouraging sign.

Justice delayed
Fast-track courts are not fast enough

Fast-track special courts (FTSCs) were established to speed up trials in rape and
child sexual-abuse cases. Yet, these very courts, meant to accelerate justice, are
themselves moving at a slow pace, according to the data recently presented in the
Lok Sabha by Union Law and Justice Minister Arjun Ram Meghwal. The numbers
for Delhi are especially troubling: The place currently has 16 FTSCs, and of the 6,278
cases instituted since inception, only 2,718 were disposed of by June this year. Cases
under the Protection of Children from Sexual Offences (Pocso) Act take, on average,
over1,700 days (nearly five years) to conclude. This is far too long for providing jus-
tice to victims of such abuse. However, this mirrors a broaderjudicial system across
India: The backlog in courts has reached staggering levels. The India Justice Report
2025 found that the pending cases in high courts and subordinate courts had
crossed 50 million by the end of 2024 — a 30 per cent rise since 2020. Some high-
court matters have lingered for over 30 years. The result is a system that risks deny-
ingjustice not only to the many but also to those it promised to prioritise.

It is now clear that simply creating more FTSCs will not solve the problem.
Many existing courts struggle with severe staffing shortages, procedural ineffic-
iencies, and inadequate infrastructure. Forensic laboratories, critical to evidence
in sexual-offence trials, remain chronically underfunded and overburdened, caus-
ing delays that often stretch for months or even years. Digital infrastructure, a po-
tential game-changer for efficiency, remains patchy. In some coutts, stable
internet connectivity is a challenge; secure, integrated digital evidence systems
are far from universal. Reforms in India’s judicial system are long overdue. They
must be structural and procedural. Staffing gaps must be filled urgently, with
transparent recruitment and capacity-building for the judicial and non-judicial
personnel. Forensic capacity should be expanded through more regional labs and
strict turnaround timelines, A robust digital backbone is essential for universal,
secure case access, online filing, and virtual hearings. One of the reasons for in-
adequate capacity is low state expenditure on the judiciary. According to esti-
mates, India’s expenditure on this as a percentage of gross domestic product is
about half that of European countries.

Procedural discipline is equally necessary: Strict limits on adjournments in
time-bound cases, district-specific backlog-reduction plans supervised by senior
judges, and standard operating procedures across institutions to expedite legal pru—
cesses. For victims of sexual assault, prolonged delays are not just i
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Global climate failure

At COP 30 this November, the primary goal must be to
increase pressure on developed countries to move faster
and more credibly on climate mitigation

In November this year, the 3oth session of the Confer-
enceof the Parties (COP) to the United Nations Frame-
work Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) will
take place in Belem, in the Amazonian part of Brazil.
The UN Climate Convenuon is crucial because the
ionofcli k donesuf-
ficiently by any country on its own. The accumulation
of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases in the
atmosphere is inherently global in its impact and
requires global cooperation for mitigation.
Asoriginally conceived, the UNFCCC placed the
primary responsibility for climate mitigation action
on developed countries (more formally
Annex 1 countries in UNFCCC). This

bal temperature increases well below 2°C above pre-
industrial levels, with efforts to limit the rise to 1.5°C.
The unfortunate reality is that the actual actions of
countries have made not just the 1.5°C target, but
even the 2°C limit less unlikely.

According to the UNEP Emissions Gap Report
2024, the present commitments made by countries
will only keep the global temperature rise in a range of
2,6-2.8°C, Italso points out that policies currently in
place are insufficient to meet even these commit-
ments, and if no additional action isimplemented, the
world could experience a temperature rise of 3.1°C.

As of 2024, emissions have not devi-
ated substantially from the high end

has changed. The developed countries ) emissions scenario of the Intergovern-
have moved against the idea of “com- mental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC).
mon but differentiated responsibilities” - On this basis, a recent Asian Develop-
that is explicitly a part of the UNFCCC ment Bank report states that climate
(Article 3 Part 1). They have also moved change could reduce developing Asiaand
away from negotiated formal commit- the Pacific’s gross domestic product
ments and now argue for voluntary na- (GDP) by 17 per cent by 2070, and India’s
tional commitments for all countries, GDP could fall by 24.7 per cent if the high-
whether developed or developing. That end scenario is not avoided.

is what is reflected in the ar NITIN DESAl This fear of temperature increase is

the 2015 meeting of the COP in Paris.
This has placed developing countries, particularly
China and India, at the centre of global action on
climate mitigation.

China, India, and other developing countries
have accepted responsibilities for actions not envis-
aged in the original UNFCCC and are already workv

not just about the long-term future. Ac-
cording to a report from the World Meteorological Or-
ganization (WMO), the global mean near-surface
temperature for each year between 2024 and 2028 is
predicted to be between 1.1°C and 1.9°C higher than the
1850-1900 baseline. A substantial rise in the average
global temperature is not just a distant threat but a

ing to make their growth objectives less d
on fossil fuels. The developed countries have moved
in the opposite direction and diluted their commit-
ment that is implicit in their historical responsibility
for carbon accumulation in the atmosphere, which
is the main cause of climate change.

The 2015 Paris Agreement set a goal to keep glo-

‘This year aspateofheat

waves in Europe and North America. There is now a

growing fear of climate change induced tipping points

that can trigger a large shift in temperature, sea-level
rise and weather uncertainties.

‘We need much more effective cooperauve action

on climate risks than what is being now.

‘What matters most is the climate change management
strategy of the six ma!or emmers who acLoun( for 74
percentof

as 0f 2023. These six are the United States, the Euro-
pean Union (including the United Kingdom), China,
Russia, Japan, and India, ranked in order of their
cumulative carbon emissions up to 2023.

The developed countries have a tendency to shift
emphasis from cumulative to current rate of
emissions, which have declined in the US, Europe, and
Japan since 1995, and increased in China, Russia and
India. However, if one focuses attention on current
en-usslons relative to population then the per capita

of CO2in th states in 2023 were
14.3 tonnes in the US, 12.5 tonnes in Russia, 7.9 tonnes
inJapan, and 5.4 tonnes in the EU. Against this, China
does look a major emitter with its 2023 per capita
emissions of 8.4 tonnes of CO; but India’s per capita
emissions in 2023 were only 2.1 tonnes of CO2.

The US is perhaps the most serious threat. It wasa
sceptic even during the negotiations in the 1990s,
often voicing doubts about human responsibility for
observed increases, a ibility that
is now widely accepted. This negative attitude did
change later when the US under Barack Obama joined
the Paris agreement and Joe Biden introduced sub-
stantial action on climate mitigation with incentives
in the Inflation Reduction Act.

This has worsened with the actions taken by
Donald Trump. He withdrew the US from the Paris
Agreement. His “big, beautiful bill” reversed actions
undertaken by the previous administration to pro-
mote carbon emission reduction. This will reduce
the US’ promised emission cuts by 2030 from 40 per
cent to just 3 per cent — an increase of about 2 bil-
lion tonnes of CO2 in 2030 relative to the original
pledge. Clearly, the prospects for climate change
have become even worse than the pessimistic fore-
casts presented above suggest.

Climate change is potentially the most dangerous
threat to the future of virtually all societies and econ-
omies, a threat which is getting worse with the inad-
equacy of public policies in most countries on meeting
this cha].lenge This. detenoratmg situation in govern-
ment
must be addressed at the COP 30 in November. The
us fromthe Pari has perhaps
undone the compromises reached 10 years ago be-
tween and

Brazil and India, whose per capita COzemissions
in 2023 were just 2.3 and 2.1 tonnes, respectively, can
join forces with other large low-emitter developing
countries, such as Indonesia and Egypt, to reassert
the importance of the “common but differentiated
responsibilities” principle of the UNFCCC. Hence,
the primary goal of the COP 30 meeting this No-
vember must be to raise the pressure on developed
countries to move faster and more credibly in their
action on climate change mitigation.

(Next month, I will discuss the diplomatic and
development strategies required for the worsening
climate condition)

com

Tariff shock: A wakeup call for India

In an unexpected development, India now faces a 50
per cent tariffon its goods exports to the United States,
a hurdle higher than that of almost any other country

competitive than most of its Asian rivals who face
only 19-20 per cent tariffs on their US exports. If this
dlfferenua.l pemsts India risks losing out on a once-

inthe world. Asaresult, th needstocon-
sider how it should respond. While there are political
considerations that it will need to take into account,
the objective is clear from an economic point of view:
Mitigate the damage, so India can return to rapid
growth. Unfortunately, this (ask is complicated be-

asthedo-

mestic economy has been slowingdown.

How severe is this tariff shock? Many analysts
have argued that its impact will be li-
mited. They point out that goods exports
to the US account for only 2 per cent of
India’s gross domestic product or GDP,
only two-thirds of which will be affected,
since pharmaceuticals, electronics, and

prod have been

However, this line of reasoning over-
looksthe bigger picture. The US is not just
India’s largest export market — it isalsoa
critical economic partner. Consequently,
the tariff shock will not only affect trade
flows — it will rattle investor confidence,

become the world’s manu-
facturing workshop.

It's not only exporters of goods who stand tolose.
The impact could extend to services exporters too.
Nearly 60 per cent of India’s 1,700-plus global capa-
bility centres are US-headquartered. While tariffs
don’tdirectly touch them, worsening US-India rela-
tions could make the parent firms wary of expanding
here. That would be a serious setback, since services

exports have been a cornerstone of
India’s post-Covid growth.

Finally, consider domestic manufac-
turers. They may not export much but
many of them rely heavily on foreign in-
puts. If India even considers imposing
retaliatory measures on the US, toadd to
those imposed earlier on China, it risks
stalling their investment plans further.

The tariff shock, therefore, threatens
to ripple through the entire economy.

M. ACRO pUISE Added to this, high- frequency data al-

ready points to an

cannot afford to repeat that mistake.

Instead of turning inward, India should help its
exporters by deepening trade ties with multiple other
countries. The deal with the United Kingdom isa wel-
come step, while negotiations with the European
Union are vital and must be expedited. India should
also pursue agreements with East and Southeast
Asia, to integrate more firmly into global supply
chains. That will mean lowering its tariff and non-tar-
iff barriers, which remain among the highest in Asia.
Intoday’s interconnected world, a strategy of self-suf-
ficiency would be self-defeating.

At the same time, Indian policymakers must
move beyond firefighting and implement reforms
that unlock India’s growth potential. Reviving pri-
vate investment, boosting manufacturing competi-
tiveness, and creating jobs at scale will require
cutting red tape, simplifying regulations, improving
the ease of doing business, and investing in skills
and not just physical infrastructure. Recent an-
nouncements — such as the rationalisation of GST
rates and the setting up a reforms committee — are
encouraging, but the real test will lie in the details
and, above all, in implementation.

disrupt supply chains, and chip away at RAJESWARISENGUPTA - Non-food bank credit gmwthhasslxpped

India’s long-term export competitiveness.
The real risk lies in these ripple effects,
which extend far beyond the immediate numbers.
To understand why, consider the plight of three
types of firms.
The first and the most obvious are global manu-
facturers. India has been pitching itself as the next

failures; they are emotional and psychological burdens. As the Delhi High Court’s
Justice Swarana Kanta Sharma rightly observed last year, each moment spent wait-
ing for justice deepens trauma and delays healing. Fast-track courts were designed
to symbolise urgency, efficiency; and compassion. Unless bottlenecks are tackled
in parallel, “fast-tracking” will remain an illusion, and the promise of swift justice
for all categories of gender-based violence will remain unfulfilled.

global ing hul for firms expor-
ting to the US or diversifying away from China. This
was seen as a potential game-changer for India’s
growth path. Witha Lyoung, mcreasmgv skilled work‘
forceand
clear. However, that edge has now been wiped out by
a 50 per cent US tariff. Even at the reciprocal 25 per
cent imposed on August 7, India would remain less

1010 per cent from 14 per cent a year ago,
merchandise exports rose just 2 per cent
in April-June, goods and services tax (GST) collec-

Finally, thi must not push Indiaintoan
anti-US stance. Frictions are inevitable in such re-
lationships, but the US remains far too important
an economic partner to sideline. India’s long-term
objective should be to strengthen, and not weaken,

uons slowed to 6 per cent from 11 per cent,

itseconc with the US, by negotiat-

indicat urban
demand, and the real estate boom of the past few
years has stalled, creating a growing stock of unsold
homes in major cities. In other words, the US tariff
shock could not have come at a worse time.

How should India respond? First and fore-
most, India must resist the temptation to turn in-
ward. Protectionism has never delivered rapid
growth — India’s own pre-1991 record proves it,
and no other country has succeeded that way. The
US may be leaning protectionist now, but India

ing better and more comprehensive
trade deals.

In many ways, this could be India’s second 1991
moment. The crisis may not be as visible this time,
but the stakes are just as high: The economy is ata
crucial crossroads, and any policy misstep now could
trap India in lower-middle-income status for decades
tocome.

Theauth
IGIDR, Mumbai

or of economics,

The millennial machinery of exclusion

BOOK
REVIEW

Forasociety so deeply entrenched in
caste and class lines, the extent of

The “varnasystem,”a istic

temati
of caste for shows il

AMRITESH MUKHERJEE

“Aapkanaam kya hai?(What's your
name?)” “Amritesh.” “Poora naam kya
hai? (what's your full name?)” “Amritesh
Mukherjee.” A satisfied smile would
follow, if not another question. “Ye
‘Mulherjee kya hote hain? (Which caste
do the Mukherjees belong to?)” The
dance of social sorting proceeds thu.s

cognitive dissonance would be
astonishing toany outsider. In one
breath, caste is ancient hismry; inthe

aneat four-tier pyramid. The reality, Mr
Kisana points out, is a system of two
fundamema} divisions: The Savarnas

next, itdetermines wh

home and deserves your child’s hand in
marriage. In Savarna drawing rooms,
caste is declared dead with the same
confidence that marriage proposals
specify: “Wanted: Brahmin boy for
Brahmingirl.”

The cognitive dissonance enables
Savarna society to maintain hierarchical
privilege while claiming moral
innocence. They've perfected the art of
having their caste cake and eating it too,
preservmg every advamage while

. Vaishyas, and
even Shudras) who exist within the
system, and the Avarnas (Dalits and
Adivasis) who are outside it. The

Savarnaneighbourhoods with tree-lined
streets and Dalit slums without even

too have Dalits clustered in menial
positions while Savarnas dominate

bearingwall. The
statistics tell the

Languageb
‘weapon as well: “Freeloaders™ for

Savarna-Avarna divid like
citizenship: Those within enjoy
inherited protections, while those
outside remain perpetual refugees in
theirown land.

Discrimination, therefore, operates
like a perfectly calibrated machine. As
social prejudice lubricates institutional
barriers, msumuonal exclusion

Thisritual, over

C ity for the

requires no formal training. Every
Savarna child absorbs its thythms
through osmosis. The questioner’s
satisfaction is the visible manifestation
ofasystem that has spent centuries
perfecting the art of human
categorisation. In that pause: between
surl d recognition, hi

system that pmvxdes those advantages.
Studying this worldview and its
impact on Indian society is Ravikant
Kisana’s Meet the Savarnas. It
examines how this so-called upper
class has modernised its methods of
exclusion while preserving its
architecture of

older than empires are reasserted.

More Newspv‘ antazmes elegram Channel join ‘““ch

uality into the 21st century.

of modern caste lies in its ability m make
exclusion look like choice. When private
universities (41 per cent of higher
education) become Savarna preserves,
it’s blamed on “merit” rather than

ies of reservations, “chapri” for
anyone who dares aspire beyond their
designated station.

Flipping the term “glass ceiling” on
its head, Mr Kisana coins the phrase
“glass floor”. His phrase denotes the lack
ofequal opportunity in the first place.
Most live below that floor,

story of the
Meet the Savarnas:  strategic genetic
ot preservation of
‘Whose Medio 5 <
Broke Evervﬂ;:;y ls;)clall C,ap’ml‘ £
by Ravikant Kisana ~ DarelySpercentof
Published by Ebury ~ Marriagescross
Press. caste lines, and
256pages X699 eventhesetendto
occur within
Savarna
boundaries. Mr Kisana highlights how
even nas, armed with

upon the whims of the very few roaming
above, the Savarnas. For those above,
the masses trapped below are invisible.
Even the few who manage to make it
out, the roomstill isn't accessible, “Being
‘successful’ as a marginalised person in
Savar rm society is like walking on

tage.

‘When cinema, sports, business, and

media remain Savarna domm.ns. it's
attributed to “talent” rat

arefully avoiding the wrath
of Savarna masters whlle constantly
los'mgbits of? youlsel.f through erosion
ce.

“s It melsharewuhpnde (@Osharecovﬁpngb

postgraduate degrees and cosmopolitan
pretensions, retreat to Manu’s marriage
manual lest they bring home the
“wrong” partner.

1denuty and sense accepting permanent exile from their
of sel communities.
In [he Bollywood functions as casteism’s
architecture of dream factory, mass-producing
caste, marriage fantasies. “The grand Savarna
fIndian cities— functionsasthe weddings,” he writes, “essentially are
primaryload- hollow, narcissistic family-branding

performances, sustained by the willing
consensus of the young, the old and
everyone in between, all jostling and
cooperating in union.”

The elaborate rituals, each costing
more than most families earn in years,
demonstrate economic dominance
while the guest lists map social
networks that will govern the next
generation’s opportunities.

‘The mathematics of Savarna
nationalism means that the louder the
claims of ancient greatness, the more
mediocre the modern achievements.
And so, attacks on reservations and
welfare continue to mask the welfare
system of inherited advantage. Cultural
chauvunsm gets emboldened despite

For those who daret
society offers lynching and honour
killing as final arguments. Even when
families stop short of murder, social
death follows: Ostracism, cultural
excommunication, The few inter-caste
couples who survive usually do so by

it. And

the glass floorremainsintact.

'['he revieweris ajournalist, writer, and
editor fascinated by the stories that
shape our world.

Instagram/X: aroomofwords
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TUG OF POWER | India navigates among Moscow, Beijing and
Washington amid global power play

Juggling Act: Putin dials,
Wang Yi visits, US warns

FP Desk
NEW DELHI/WASHINGTON

On a day marked by high-
stakes diplomacy, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi spoke
with Russian President Vladi-
mir Putin on Ukraine, Exter-
nal  Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar urged Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi to
ensure calm at the border,
and in Washington White
House trade adviser Peter
Navarro warned that India’s
oil trade with Moscow was
funding Russia’s war. To-
gether, the three devel-
opments underscored the
tightrope India is walking in
balancing ties with rival
powers.

Modi's conversation with
Putin came just days after the
Russian leader met former
US President Donald Trump
in Alaska to discuss a perma-
nent end to the Ukraine con-

flict. According to the Prime
Minister's ~ Office, Modi
underlined India’s long-

Externa] Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar ina meetmg with Chinese Foreign
Wang Yi, in New Delhi on Monday.

standing call for peace and
told Putin that New Delhi
would “offer its full support™
for efforts to resolve the war,
raging since February 2022.
He later posted on X,
thanking “my friend, Presi-
dent Putin, for sharing in-
sights on his recent meeting
with President Trump in
Alaska” and reaffirmed
India’s commitment to back-
ing all peace efforts. The two
leaders also discussed bilat-

eral cooperation and agreed
to remain in close touch.

Meanwhile, across Delhi,
Jaishankar held talks with
‘Wang Yi and stressed that
“the basis for any positive
momentum in our ties is the
ability to jointly maintain
peace and tranquility in the
border areas.”

He said the de-escalation
process along the Line of Ac-
tual Control must move for-
ward, and added that India

and China must be guided by
“mutual respect, mutual sen-
sitivity and mutual interest.”
The two sides also reviewed
trade, connectivity, pilgrim-
ages, river data sharing and
global issues. Wang will meet
NSA Ajit Doval for boundary
talks on Tuesday before cal-
ling on Modi.

But even as India tried to
balance its two giant neigh-
bours, criticism came from
‘Washington. In an opinion

My friend, Presi-
dent Putin, for
sharing insights on
his recent meeting
with President
Trump in Alaska

Narendra Modi
Prime Minister

piece in the Financial Times,
Navarro accused India of act-
ing as a “global clearinghouse
for Russian oil” and warned
that its closeness with both
Moscow and Beijing made it
risky to transfer advanced US
military technologies to New
Delhi.

Taken together, the phone
call, the border talks and the
American warning reflect
the delicate act of diplomacy
India now faces — engaging
Russia, managing China, and
convincing the West of its re-
liability.

NEW DELHI
Rs 6,487 cr for
electrification

The government has ap-
proved works worth Rs
6,487 crore under the Re-
vamped Distribution Sec-
tor Scheme (RDSS) to
electrify 13,59 lakh house-
holds across the country,
the Parliament was in-
formed on Monday. The
move is aimed at ensuring
that every family, even in
the remotest corners, has
access to electricity, Min-
ister of State for Power,
Shripad Yesso Naik; said in
awritten reply to a ques-
tion in the Rajya Sabha.

SURAT

Rs 25 cr diamond
robbery in Surat
Diamonds worth * 25 crore
were stolen from DK &
Sons Diamond Company
at Kapodra during the
three-day public holiday. It
is considered as one of the
biggest heists in Gujarat's
Surat. According to the
police, the thieves gained
entry into the fourth-floor
office in Kapoorwadi, cut
open the safe with a cutter,
and fled with rough dia-
monds and cash. The mis-
creants smashed the
CCTV cameras.

Are you facing problem
in vocmviréo Jouv copy of

Please conta:x -
INDORE

Trump meets
Zelenskyy, says
reasonable chance
of ending the war
IANS

NEW YORK

US President Donald Trump
welcomed Ukraine's President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy to the
White House in a friendly at-
mosphere on Monday after a
cavalcade of European leaders
arrived to back him for talks
that could be pivotal for end-
ing the war with Russia.

As they sat down for their
talks, Trump said: "If every-
thing works out well today,
we'll have a trilat (trilateral
meeting with Russian Presi-
dent Viadimir Putin) — and I
think there will be a reason-
able chance of ending the war
when we do that."

Their meeting followed
Trump's summit with Putin
on Friday in Alaska.

¥ Continued on | P8

CM YADAV MEETS PM FOR
SECOND TIME IN 19 DAYS

Will suspense
over CS end?
Our Staff Reporter

BHOPAL

Chief Minister Mohan Yadav
has met Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi for the second
time in 19 days.

Yadav met Modi at the Par-
liament House on Monday. Be-
fore this meeting, Yadav and
Modi held talks for 45 minutes

Adecision on the Chief Sec-
retary, together with other is-
sues, may have figured in the
talks between Yadav and
Modi. Chief Secretary Anurag
Jain is retiring on August 31

There is confusion over
whether a new CS will be ap-
pointed or Jain will get an ex-
tension.

After the CM’s meeting with
the PM, there is hope that the

-
=
'

mist over the issue may dis-
perse.

Yadav also met Union Home
Minister Amit Shah, and it was
his fourth trip to Delhi in the
past 20 days.

CS was in Delhi for 2 days,
met Governor on return
Chief Secretary Anurag
Jain was in Delhi for two
days. He went to Delhi on
Sunday morning and re-
turned from there on
Monday evening. Jain met
Governor Mangubhai
Patel at Rajbhawan after
returning from there.

As Jain was the centre’s
choice as CS, it is the Central
Government which will de-
cide the issue of his extension.

} Continued on | P8

CM invites PM to MP

Chief Minister Mohan Yadav invited Prime Minister Narendra
Modi to the state. He requested Modi to inaugurate the metro
rail in Bhopal and Kisan Sammelan. Yadav informed the Prime
Minister that Swadeshi Abhiyan had been launched in the
state. In the past one year and four months, his government
launched a major campaign for industrialisation. He said
MOUs over Rs 30,00,000 crore had been signed with industrial
houses, which would generate jobs for 21 people.

Oppn mulls impeachment of CEC,
says he acted like BJP spokesperson

Gaurav Vivek Bhatnagar
NEW DELHI

The INDIA bloc of Opposition
parties plans to bring an im-
peachment notice against Chief
Election Commissioner Gya-
nesh Kumar for lashing out at
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi,
who has repeatedly made “vote
chori” (vote theft) allegations
against the Election Commis-
sion. On Sunday, the CEC had
demanded that Gandhi, the
Leader of Oppomnon in Lok
liit

gress in Lok Sabha Gaurav
Gogoi asked why EC was silent
on the issues raised by Gandhi
regarding discrepancies in the
Mahadevapura electoral roll,
the high voter addition in Maha-
rashtra between the Lok Sabha
and Assembly elections and on
the deletion of video data.

“The CEC did not reply to the
important  questions  being
raised by the political partiesand
ranaway from his responsibility,”
hesaid, adding that it would have
been beuer hud lhE: uﬂ‘xm’n]

Sabha, either suk affida-

vit to buttress his claims or

apologise in seven days for his
Al iichag

asked by the Opposition” nndnur
“raised quemom on political

d them'.

Following a meeting of eight
parties, Deputy Leader of Con-

parties X
¥ Continued on | P8

FIR against Cong MLLA Masood
in 3 days; college can run: HC

COLLEGE ON FAKE
DOCUMENTS

Constitutes SIT led
by ADG, to file
report in 45 days

Our Staff Reporter
BHOPAL

‘The Principal Bench of the High
Court in Jabalpur on Monday
instructed the Bhopal Police
Commissioner to register an
FIR against Congress MLA Arif
Masood within three days.

Masood is the secretary of
the Aman Education Society,

which runs the Indira Priya-
darshani College of Manage-
ment. The court is hearing a
petition over the college oper-
ating for the past 20 years on
fake documents. Also, taking
note of its approximately 1,000
students, the court stated that
the college can continue to op-
erate as long as it does not ac-
cept new students for the
upcoming academic year.

} Continuedon | P8

NOT AFRAID OF CEC
THREATS: RAHUL

Dheeraj Kumar
PATNA

A day after the Chief Election
Commissioner issued an ulti-
matum to Rahul Gandhi to

iate his ions of

Hamas accepts
60-day Gaza
ceasefire

Online Report

Hamas on Monday said it had
accepted a proposed hostage
release deal thatincludes a 60-
day ceasefire in war-torn
Gaza, news agency Reuters re-
ported, amid continued fight-
ing in the region. However,
ing to Saudi channel Al

“vote chori”, the Congress
leader intensified his attack,
accusing the Election Com-
mission of using the Special
Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls as a "new
weapon" to disenfranchise eli-
gible voters. Speaking in
3 Gandhi declared,

¥ Continued on | P8

Arabiya, the proposal repre-
sents a compromise between
a full ceasefire and a tempor-
ary truce, which includes the
release of the remaining hos-
tages and a gradual withdra-
wal of the Israeli military from
. The development came
as thousands of Palestinians
fled their homes in eastern
areas of Gaza City.

Cinema Zakir Khan creates history [GEE]

PHOTOGRAPHY
Day

DRI busts Rs 92crore
mephedrone factory

7 held under ‘Op
Crystal Black’;
links to Mumbai,

Surat revealed
Our Staff Reporter
BHOPAL

In a major crackdown, the Di-
rectorate of Revenue Intelli-
gence (DRI) has busted a
mephedrone manufacturing
unit worth Rs 92 crore in Bho~
pal, arresting seven people in
raids conducted across Mad-
hya Pradesh, Maharashtra,
Gujarat and Uttar Pradesh.
The operation, code-named
‘Operation Crystal Black’, was
carried out with help from po-
lice units in Surat and Mum-
bai. The illegal drug unit was
unearthed in Jagdishpur (Is-
lamnagar), Huzur tehsil on Au-
gust 16, where officials seized

[

Mumbai connection

In swift follow-up action, DRI apprehended a key cartel
member from Basti, Uttar Pradesh, who oversaw supply
of raw materials from Bhiwandi (Mumbai) to Bhopal. Two
more suspects—chemical suppliers from Mumbai—
were also arrested, along with a transporter who moved

revealed 2 hawala

Bhopal.

network was used to transfer funds from Surat and
Mumbai to Bhopal. One person handling the financial
transactions was held in Surat.

61.20 kg of mephedrone in
liquid form, along with a cache
of chemicals and processing
equipment.

The raided facility was a se-

cluded structure, carefully
shielded from public view to
avoid detection.

}» Continued on | P8

2 minor sisters
drown in deep
pit, contractor
hooked

Our Staff Reporter
INDORE

Two girls, aged 12 and 15
drowned in a deep pit dug for
the construction of a culvert
under Sanwer police station li-
mits on Sunday afternoon. The
tragic incident believed to have
occurred when the girls were
playing near the pit and acci-
dentally fell into it. According
to police, the deceased were
identified as Bashkanya and
her sister Anushka, daughters
of Bhagwan Chauhan, a resi-
dent of Chimli village. Their
father informed police that a
culvert is being constructed on
the road behind his house and
the road work is still under-
way. Contractor Bhupendra, a
resident of Ujjain district, had
dug a pit nearly 25 feet deep to
collect sand for the culvert’s
construction.

During rains, the pit got
filled with water, but the con-
tractor neither filled it back
nor made any safety arrange-
ments around it to prevent ac-
cidents. Due to this alleged
negligence, Bashkanya and
Anushka Chauhan drowned.
Police have registered a case
against contractor Bhupendra
under relevant sections of the
BNS and further investigation
is underway.

After failed NSUI,
YC experiments,
Rahul turns to Cong

Nitendra Sharma
BHOPAL

The former president of the

Congress and
— o present Leader
of the Opposi-
tion (LoP) in
the Lok Sabha
has launched a
‘Sangathan Sri-
Jjan Abhiyan (organisation re-
structuring ¢ ign).

The parf
presidents have been elected
through this campaign. The
observers sent by the party to
districts to select candidates
submitted their reports.

The issue was discussed
with various leaders of the
party. Finally, it was the AICC
that selected the DCC presi-
dents.

In the selection process.
based on Rahul Gandhis plan,
the state party unit did not
have any role in- many places.

This is the third experiment
of Rahul that he is doing with
the Congress. He has already
used the formula to reorganise
the NSUT and Youth Congress.

Rahul started holding inter-
nal elections in both these or-
ganisations. An NGO
conducted the elections in the

Flow
v

DCC DISPARITY

There is disparity
in selecting DCC
presidents

In some places,
very strong
candidates have
been given the
charge, but there is
adjustment some
places

NSUL

In the Youth Congress, too,
the election process was held.

The Congress's new leader-
ship emerged from the NSUT
and Youth Congress.

Mukesh Nayak, Jitu Patwari,
Rajkumar Patel and many
other senior Congress leaders
have the NSUI background,
but strong leadership has
stopped emerging from these
two organisations.

In appointing the district
presidents, Rahul did the
same experiment with the
party as he did with the NSUI
and Youth Congress.

» Continued on | P8

3 killed as under-construction
water tank wall collapses

Our Staff Reporter

INDORE

In a tragic incident. three
people lost their lives while
another sustained injury after
the wall of an under-construe-
tion water tank collapsed
amid heavy rain under Rajen-
dra Nagar police station limits
on Monday afternoon. The
incident occurred inside the
under-construction  Smart
City-1 project at Shiv City Col-
ony, where a 200,000-litre
underground water tank was
being built. The wall, made of
cement bricks collapsed and
buried four people under the
debris. They were rushed to

the hospital, where three were
declared brought dead.
Officials believe the acci-
dent occurred due to negli-
gence by the contractor, who

was constructing the tank
without proper columns or
safety measures.

» Continued on | P8
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Shux gifts Modi Tri-colour that travelled to space

PTI
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Monday met Group
Captain Shubhanshu Shukla
who became the first Indian
astronaut to travel to the In-
ternational Space Station
(ISS).

Shukla, who was part of
the Axiom-4 commercial
mission to the ISS from June
25-July 15, met the prime

nminister at his Lok Kalyan
Marg residence.

Modi welcomed Shukla,
who was wearing an ISRO
astronaut’s jacket, with a
warm hug and walked with
him with his arm on the as-
tronaut's shoulder. Shukla
gifted the prime minister
the mission patch of the
Axiom-4 mission and the
Indian tricolour that he
had taken with him to the
ISS. This Indian tricolour

C ¢

was fluttering in the back-
ground on the ISS when
Shukla interacted with

Modi on June 29.

"Had a great interaction
with Shubhanshu Shukla.
We discussed a wide range
of subjects including his ex-
periences in space, progress
in science & technology as
well as India’s ambitious Ga-
ganyaan mission. India is
proud of his feat,” Modi said
inaposton X.

The Lucknow-born astro-
naut was also seen showing
pictures he had taken from

the ISS on a tablet computer
to Prime Minister Modi.

Shukla was part of the
Axiom-4 private space
mission that lifted off from
Florida on June 25 and
docked at the International
Space Station on June 26. He
returned to Earth on 15 July.

The prime minister inter-
acted with Shukla on June
29 in the initial days of the
Axiom-4 mission that had
docked at the ISS.
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EC must rectify,
not retaliate

Gief Election Commissioner Gyanesh Kumar missed
agolden opportunity to win the confidence of the people
when he addressed a press conference on Sunday. The
very timing of the event — twelve days after Leader of the
Opposition Rahul Gandhi had raised charges of bogus
voters and coinciding with his Vote Adhikar rally in Bihar
— inevitably gave it a political hue. Far from appearing
independent, the Commission seemed to be reacting
under pressure. Kumar, flanked by the two Election
Commissioners, demanded that Gandhi either produce
“proofauthenticated by affidavit” within a week or apolo-
gise to the nation. This was an odd demand. Gandhi had
indeed waved documents at his press conference, but
even if they were fragmentary, the burden of verification
ultimately rests on the Election Commission. After all, it
is the custodian of the electoral rolls. If Gandhi alleged
that 50 voters were shown as living in a one-room house,
the Commission could have checked this with a few clicks
on its own computer system.

Instead of flatly refuting the charges or demonstrating
their falsity, the Commission adopted a defensive strat-
agem — demanding affidavits as if it were a court of law.
This approach ignores the fact that the proof lies within
the Commission's own

data. More distrb- | By adopting the
ingly. it creates the im-

pression that the ECis ton; Of .

more interested in | politicians in
shielding itself from

criticism than in rec- Dbower, the

tifying errors, if any Commission
exist. Take the case of : :
Maldemgur. 0 risks be'mg seen
Bengaluru,  where aspartisan
Gandbhi alleged that 1.2

lakh suspicious names were added. The constituency has
just six lakh voters. The Commission could have easily
undertaken a Special Intensive Revision (SIR) to verify the
rolls. Kumar himself had claimed that the entire voter list
of Bihar, with nearly eight crore names, could be revised
in a month. That is how he deleted 65 lakh voters from
the Bihar list. If that is possible, why could a single con-
stituency not be cleaned up in a week? By doing so, the
Commission could have silenced the critics and restored
faith in its impartiality. What is more, BJP leaders like
Anurag Thakur have alleged that even the constituencies
from which Rahul Gandhi and Priyanka Gandhi won had
more than a lakh bogus voters. The Commission, how-
ever, has not issued them any ultimatum to file affidavits
orapologise. This selective response further undermines
the institution’s credibility. The Election Commission’s
constitutional mandate is to conduct free and fair elec-
tions. If irregularities are flagged. its duty is to verify and
correct them, not to threaten political leaders with puni-
tive language. By adopting the tone of politicians in
power, the Commission risks being seen as partisan.
‘What the country expects from the three Election Com-
missioners is reassurance through transparent corrective
action — not defensiveness that erodes public trust in

CP for VP, BJP’s
trusted man

he ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) has out-
smarted the Opposition by swiftly announcing Maha-
rashtra governor CP. Radhakrishnan as its
vice-presidential nominee. The move has forced the
INDIA alliance to play catch-up, reacting to developments
rather than shaping the narrative. With the BJP’s com-
fortable numbers in both Houses of Parliament, Radhak-
rishnan’s election on September 9 is a foregone
conclusion. Yet, the contest is not without significance,
for it offers a glimpse into the political undercurrents
shaping the days ahead. The vacancy arose after the
sudden resignation of vice-president Jagdeep Dhankar,
who cited health reasons, on July 21. Nearly a month later,
[ ions about his resignation remain ed.
‘What is certain is that Dhankar had lost the confidence
of the government, making his continuance untenable.
His departure underscores the centrality of loyalty in
holding high constitutional positions under the present
dispensation.

There is also a marked contrast between the outgoing
and incoming vice-presidents. Dhankar began his career
in the Congress before shifting loyalties to the BJP, and
his elevation from West Bengal governorship to Rajya
Sabha chairmanship was ultimately seen as a misstep.
Radhakrishnan, in contrast, is a product of the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), tested in organisational
politics and seasoned in parliamentary functioning, hav-
ing represented Tamil Nadu in the Lok Sabha and held
gubernatorial responsibilities. For the BJP, his nomina-
tion ensures that a trusted person presides over the
Upper House. The party also hopes that his candidature
will resonate in Tamil Nadu, where elections are due in
2026. Whether this gamble yields dividends is debatable.
By the same logic, Dhankar’s unceremonious exit could
alienate Rajasthan voters, exposing the risks of using con-
stitutional offices as electoral currency.

For the Opposition, the choice is stark: put up a token
fight or concede gracefully. In either case, the vice-presi-
dential election is a reminder of a constitutional principle
often honoured in the breach—that once elected, the oc-
cupant of the office must rise above party politics. The
vice-president’s role is largely ceremonial, with one criti-
cal exception: presiding over the Rajya Sabha. It is here
that Dhankar disappointed the nation. His stewardship
was marked by partisanship, often echoing the govern-
ment’s voice rather than upholding the dignity of the
House, It is a different matter that his loyalty did not se-
cure his position. Radhakrishnan, with his grassroots
political experience, has the opportunity to do better. But
his effusive and unwarranted thanks to those who nomi-
nated him do not inspire confidence that he will function
with independence. Ultimately, the credibility of the
Rajya Sabha—and by extension, the office of vice-presi-
dent—depends on whether CP Radhakrishnan canact as
an impartial custodian or merely as another rubber
stamp. The nation will watch closely.

Guest Column

MANJEEV SINGH PURI

Joint  Parlia-

mentary Com-

mittee is

resently con-

sidering the draft bill on “One Na-

tion, One Election” (ONOE). India is

aunique parliamentary democracy

with a Constitution including both

unitary and federal features en-

compassed in a Union of States. The

main rationales for suggesting

ONOE are time and cost savings.

Since these factors are applicable

globally, a seanning of international

practices may have a certain utility
in reaching an informed decision.

ONOE discussions were part of
the 79th report of the Parliamentary
Standing Committee on personnel,
public grievances, and law and jus-
tice. It cited two cases from across
the globe—South Africa and
Sweden—of simultaneous elections
for the federal and state parlia-
ments/assemblies. The high-level
committee on ONOE, which sub-
mitted its report last year, cited four
more cases—Germany, Belgium, In-
donesia and the Philippines.

At the outset it is important to
understand that in the presidential
forms of government people vote
directly to electa president and/or a
state governor, and his/her position
is not incumbent on his/her party
‘having a majority in the Parliament
or State Assembly as is the case for
prime ministers and chief ministers.
The US is the model that readily

Ringside View

comes to mind for fixed date and
tenure elections. On another note, it
bears noting that elections to the
House of Representatives in the US
Congress and state assemblies are
held every two years. Given the US's
tradition of primaries, the country is
practically in election mode every
other year, something which India
wishes to avoid through ONOE.

Of the six countries mentioned in
the high-level report, two, Indonesia
and the Philippines, have directly
elected presidents and governors.
Interestingly. in the Philippines, the
president and vice-president are not
part of the same slate, as in the US,
but are in separate races. South Af-
rica also has a president as its head
of government. It is, however, a rare
case where the president is elected
by members of the national assem-
bly (Parliament) and can be subject
to votes of confidence like a prime
minister.

TheS. African situation is not dis-
similar to India during the first 25
years of independence when the
Congress basically won across the
country. How things pan out in the
years to come in South Africa will
need to be seen.

The fourth, Sweden, is a unitary
form of government, with munici-
palities and regions essentially
being forms of local government
undertaking different types of tasks.
And the Swedish constitution allows
for early elections, only that these

are for the balance of the dissolved
term. This, of course, adds to the
costs through repeated elections, if
required.

The fifth and sixth, Belgium and
Germany, are federal and have par-
liamentary forms of government.

Belgium’s situation is truly pecu-
liar. Elections are held simulta-
neously for the federal and regional
levels, but these invariably result in
hung houses, requiring months of
coalition building, with governance
being continued as an interim by
the previous incumbent. After the
2024 elections, it took 239 days for
the next government to be formed.
A decade earlier. following elections
in 2010, the country went withoutan
elected government for 589 days!

The German  constitution
requires a positive vote of no-con-
fidence, i.e., an alternative name for
the chancellor must be proposed,
and it is not just voting a chancellor
out of office. A willingness to work
in coalitions and this provision ap-
pear to have provided Germany a
degree of stability, though last year,
the then chancellor sought a vote of
confidence in himselfand dissolved
the Parliament when he didn't ob-
tain the house’s confid Ger-
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ONOE: For India, it is all about
setting the right traditions

dar. Fixed dates for elections to as-
semblies and federal parliaments
are a more common feature than
simultaneous elections in federal
states, Canada, a federal polity with
a parliamentary form of govern-
ment, has enacted legislation at both
the federal level and in its provinces,
providing for a fixed date for hold-
ing of elections, with the date now
varying from province to province
and following a different timetable
for federal elections. In Australia,
the terms of the federal parliament
and the state legislatures (most) are
3and 4 years, respectively, thus rul-
ing out simultaneous elections.

The 79th report also refers to the
UK decision, in 2011, to have fixed
terms for its parliaments. This re-
port was submitted in 2015 and
wouldnt have taken into account
that in 2017, the UK parliament,
would override the Fixed Term Par-
liaments Act, which was, in fact, re-
pealed in 2022. The devolved
assemblies in Scotland, Wales, and
Northern Ireland now follow their
own timetable. Interestingly, despite
what appear to be major efforts at
agreeing on simultaneous polls for
the Lok Sabha and state assemblies,

many, thus, saw early federal
elections. Similar situations have
happened acrossall 16 federal states.
Now, each follows its own calendar
for elections to its assembly, with the
federal level following its own calen-

the ittee’s best case was polls
in two phases, i.e., for some states
around the time of the middle of the
Lok Sabha’s term and for others
with the Lok Sabha polls.

It is believed that a separation of
federal and provincial elections en-

A separation of federal, provincial elections ensures voters are not cross
influenced on federal and state issues and focus on these two issues independently

sures that voters are not cross-in-
fluenced on federal and state issues
and are able to focus on the two in-
dependently, an important and
critical consideration for a federal
polity. Having noted this, the idea
that time and costs are not un-
necessarily incurred on repeated
elections is a laudatory one while
ensuring that there is as little as
possible a demoeratic deficit in a
state not having an elected govern-
ment. India’s Constitution rightly li-
mits the gap between two sittings of
a legislature to a maximum of six
months. Positive votes of no-con-
fidence are one such way of avoid-
ing repeated elections. Apart from
Germany, thisis also provided for in
the 2015 Nepali constitution.

And then there is the issue of set-
ting the right traditions. In the UK,
as also in Canada, attempts at fixed
terms for parliament were thwarted
by the Commonwealth tradition of
a prime minister having the right to
dissolve the House and seek a fresh
mandate. In Nepal, while the same
tradition was sought to be invoked,
its Supreme Court disallowed the
same on two occasions during 2021
and asked the House to elect a new
leader. This ensured that the House
elected in 2017 sat through its full
five-year term with no additional
expenditure on mid-term polls.

The writer is a former ambassador of India
to the EU and Nepal.

PM’s Diwali Gift: Can India’s
tax reform fulfil its promise?

JAYANTA ROY CHOWDHURY

nIndependence

Day this year,

Prime Minister

Narendra Modi
stood at the Red Fortand offered In-
dians a different kind of freedom
pledge: liberation from the country’s
notoriously tangled tax code. How-
ever, the question which haunts
most Indians, businessmen and
consumers alike, is, will this ambi-
tious plan to slash rates for India’s
GST tax really bring about a truly
“Good and Simple Tax"?

At the same time, more serious
analysts are asking, ‘Did the govern-
ment choose a year when the global
trade architecture is already being
redrawn under the assault of Trump
tariffs to rework its own goods tax
regime, as it intends to come up
with sharper import duty give-
aways than previously announced
and wants to lower taxes for do-
mestic players in anticipation?'

Modis announcement, framed as
a “Diwali gift” to households, small
entrepreneurs and microenter-
prises, is, on paper. the most ambi-
tious restructuring of India’s Goods
and Services Tax since its introduc-
tion in 2017. Come October, if the
rollout proceeds as planned. five
separate tax slabs will collapse into
a seemingly simpler two-tier sys-
tem—5 per cent and 18 per cent—
with a punitive 40 per cent reserved
for alcohol, tobacco and other so-
called “sin goods™.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR I

Dog Sterilization
The Supreme Court or-
dered stray dogs sterilized
and sheltered, citing rising
rabies and attack cases
nationwide. Implementa-
tion is complex, but
necessary for public
safety. A humane, nation-
wide solution should pro-
tect people without
harming animals, ensuring
balance between safety
and compassion.

Sholay’s Golden

acy
Fifty years on, Sholay re-
mains a cinematic mile-
stone. lts action, cast, and
dialogues shaped Hindi cin-
ema, inspiring new gener-
ations despite today's
entertainment choices.
Kirti Wadhawan, Kanpur

Train Your Brain
Today we focus on
physical strength but

The governments pitch is
straightforward: fewer rates. less pa-
perwork, cheaper goods, faster
growth. The timing is deft. With
elections looming in several states
and consumer demand sluggish, the
reforms are calibrated to speak both
to households struggling with infla-
tion and to small businesses bur-
dened by compliance. However,
beneath the celebratory framing lie
risks that could test both India’s fis-
cal stability and the political capital
the PM has staked on the bold plan.

‘Why reform & why now?: For
years, economists and businesses
have complained that India’s GST is
one of the most complex in the
world. Five tax rates, a compensa-
tion cess, and a thicket of exemp-
tions spawned endless disputes: was
a chocolate-coated biscuit a luxury
orastaple?

Litigation piled up, and com-
panies restructured supply chains
simply to navigate tax classifications.
By contrast, the two-rate structure
promises clarity. Essentials like
ghee, soap, processed foods and
handicrafts will drop into the 5 per
cent slab, easing household budgets
and giving relief to artisans and
small enterprises. Big-ticket items—
refrigerators, cement, air con-
ditioners—shift from the punitive 28
per centrate to 18 per cent, lowering
housing costs and nudging manu-
facturing. For the Modi govern-
ment, the gamble rests on a familiar

economic bet: cut rates, spur con-
sumption, broaden the base and
wait for the Laffer curve effect, a
theory which says with lower rates
of taxes, government revenues will
eventually go up.

With the end of the compensa-
tion cess, fiscal space has opened up
just enough to attempt it. At the
same time, by aligning the GST rates
more closely with global norms,
India hopes to shield its producers
from the added pressure of new free
trade deals, which are already
bringing in cheaper imports.

With the lowering of import
duties agreed upon in a free trade
deal signed with the UK and two
other bigger ones in the works with
the US and the EU, duty protection
for Indian manufacturers is likely to
go down drastically. In the case of
the US, according to news reports.
India is prepared to cut its average
tariff differential with the US by
nearly 9%, bringing it down from 13
per cent to under 4 per cent. Under
the circumstances a slashing of the
GST with its input eredit system is
expected to help lower manufactur-
ing costs for Indian firms.

However, reforms of this scale
rarely come without unintended
consequences. For instance, by tel-
egraphing steep tax cuts two
months in advance, the govt has in-
vited an awkward pause in the mar-
ket. Distributors are already
delaying purchases in anticipation of

October’s lower rates. Consumer
goods companies fear September
could see inventories pile up while
buyers wait for discounts. The govt
insists its anti-profiteering provi-
sions will prevent market distor-
tions, but global precedents
enforcement is messy at best.

Even with cuts, India’ rates re-
main higher than those in Southeast
Asia, where the GST and VAT levels
hover in the single digits. That gap
matters for industries exposed to
tariff reductions under free trade
pacts. A fridge taxed at 18 per cent
may be cheaper than before but still
costlier than one imported from
Vietnam or Thailand, for instance.

The central government is bet-
ting that consumption will surge
enough to make up for short-term
revenue losses. However, states, al-
ready bracing for the disappearance
of compensation transfers in De-
cember, could see a sharp fiscal
stress. Health and education
budgets may be the first to feel the
squeeze. At the same time, moving
nearly 1500 goods and services into
new categories is a massive logistical
lift. Small firms will have to repro-
gramme billing systems, update
software, and train staff to be able to
comply, and the chances of glitches
and misinterpretation of rates could
well go up exponentially.

Politics of Festival Gifts: For the
govt, the symbolism of a Diwali
“bonanza” is mnot accidental.

If consumers fail to feel an immediate difference, or if hoarding and
profiteering blunt the impact, the celebratory narrative could sour

Cheaper basics can be expected to
resonate with households. Reduced
costs for cement and construction
dovetail neatly with the govern-
ment’s housing-for-all agenda. Relief
for handicrafts and microbusinesses
gives anod to sectors long pleading
for recognition. However, expecta-
tions, once raised, are hard to man-
age. If consumers fail to feel an
immediate difference, or if hoarding
and profiteering blunt the impact,
the celebratory narrative could sour.

States, meanwhile, may push
back hard in GST Council negoti-
ations, wary of being saddled witha
revenue risk which could see them
sink deeper in the red. In substance,
the reforms are bold and overdue.
Simplification was the missing in-
gredient in making the GST the
seamless “one nation, one tax” sys-
tem it was meant to be. Cutting rates
isalso a pragmatic response to both
consumer unease and competitive
pressures coming from abroad. The
govtschallenge lies in the execution
of the plan outlined by the PM. If
they can manage the transition
smoothly, prevent market distor-
tions, and keep states on board, the
reforms could breathe new life into
India’s consumption story. If not. the
“Diwali gift” may be remembered
less as a festive bounty and more as
a gamble that failed to deliver.

The writer is former head of PTI's eastern
region network.

Dear reader, we are eager to know your opinions, comments and suggestions. Write to editor.indore@fpj.co.in Using snail mail? Send your letters to

Free Press, Free Press House, 3/54, Press Complex, AB Road, Indore 452008
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Commission. Rahul Gan-
dhi's allegations of mal- Ti

practice in Bangalore Victory
Central need impartial in-
vestigation. Instead of
transparency—publishing
voter lists or CCTV—the
EC demanded Gandhi's
affidavit. Such evasiveness
fuels suspicion that India's
once-trusted institution
has been compromised.
Credibility must be re-

ribal Daughter’s

Dhaiya's 32-year struggle
for her rightful land has
shaken tribal patriarchy.
The Supreme Court up-
held equality under Ar-
ticles 14 and 15, ensuring
daughters inherit prop-
erty. For 104 million tribals,
this is a social revolution.
Yet, fears of misuse exist.
While laws must safeguard

HASAN ZAID!

Hema Hari Upadhyay, neglect the brain, God's Tharcius S. Fernando, tribal lands, the verdict se-
Khacharod greatest gift. Success Chennai cures dignity.
requires sharp thinking Prof. R.K. Jain, Badwani
Safe, Simple as much as fitness. Trump-Putin First
Celebrations Meditation, yoga, self- Ste Remote
Independence Day shouldbe  reflection, and mind Though no pactemerged,  controlled

eco-friendly, economical, and
safe. Ban plastic balloons to
avoid litter, bird and aircraft
hazards. Save funds for
PM/CM relief. Urge people to
watch events on TV, reducing
fuel use, pollution, and stam-
pede risk, At venues, create
separate blocks with multiple
exits, limited entry, and big
screens. Use Al to prevent
crowding disasters.

PVP Madhu Nivriti,

Secunderabad

games like chess or su-
doku strengthen it. A
well-trained brain never
disappoints—it helps
overcome challenges
and live meaningfully.
We must nurture it daily.
Tejas Sharma, Ujjain

Distrust in EC

CEC Gyanesh Kumar's
nervous, evasive press
conference deepened
doubts about the Election

the Trump-Putin meeting
is a vital first step towards
Ukraine ceasefire. Trump
better understands Putin's
demands and may crafta
business-peace formula.
The next round must in-
clude Ukraine and Europe.
Together, Trump and Putin
should also intervene in
Gaza to stop the Israel-
Hamas war.

Sreelekha PS,

If the UPA government is
remotely controlled by
Sonia Gandhi, the present
NDA-led government is al-
legedly remotely controlled
by the RSS. India is yet to
have a government that
thinks independently and is
not beholden to any "exter-
nal"influence. Call it what
you will (UPA or NDA), it's
just six of one and half-a-
dozen of the other.
et p MP

Ban 10-Minute Deliveries

We speak passionately of animal rights, feeding bans
and shelter for strays, but where is the outrage when
human lives are put at risk daily? The new fad of ten-
minute deliveries glorifies instant gratification, but at
what cost? It forces delivery workers—often young
men from modest backgrounds—into a dangerous
race against time through chaotic traffic, exposing
them to accidents and stress. This is not efficiency; it
is exploitation dressed up as innovation. Technology
should ease lives, not endanger them. If compassion
is to mean anything, it must extend to humans first.
The ten-minute delivery fad must be banned outright.
R. Narayanan, Navi Mumbai
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