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Simply essential
SIM binding to phones can check cvber crime

he Department of Telecom’s move to tighten

SIM-binding norms is driven by areal,

escalating, and costly problem.
Telecom-enabled fraud, from SIM swaps and mule

MADHAVI SINGH

hen a US federal judge

ruled inlate

November that Meta

does not maintain an

illegal monopolyin
social media, it was a reminder that even
the strongest evidence can look weak
when enforcers act too late.

Rejecting the US Federal Trade
Commission’s narrow market
definition, the court instead concluded
that Meta, formerly known as Facebook,

numbers to OTP theft, has become one of the k
links in the country’s digital economy. The Centre is
right to intervene. Communication apps can easily be
used by detached, untraceable accounts, posing a
threat to individual and national security.
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The new SIM binding rules mandate that
messaging apps, such as WhatsApp and
Telegram, must remain linked to the original,
active SIM card ina user’s phone, stopping
use if the SIM is removed or inactive,and
forcing web versions to log out every six
hours for re-authentication via QR code. A
SIM card is verifiably linked to an individual
(through KYC), and tied to a specific device
via IMEI so misuse via SIM swapping,
cloning, or mule phones becomes harder. The
move to extend the rigorous security model of
platforms like UPI to general communication
apps is widely seen as a necessary security
enhancement by the government and the
telecom industry. For an overwhelming
majority of users who use their messaging app
on one phone with a single, permanent SIM,
the change will seem imperceptible.

Itis perhaps true, that for those who rely
heavily on desktop/web versions for work the
directive introduces some friction and
operational challenges. But cyber-fraud losses
in India are staggering, with sophisticated
scams often exploiting accounts whose
registered SIM cards have been removed,
deactivated, or are being misused from
outside the country. This lack of an active,
traceable SIM-to-device link has allowed
fraudsters to operate with near-perfect
anonymity. By mandating continuous SIM
presence, the government is extending the
robust, proven security model used by our
banking and UPI systems, where the physical
presence of the KYC-verified SIM is
mandatory. The directive’s requirement for
periodic logouts of web sessions (every six
hours) is a security hygiene measure, akin to
auto-logouts on banking portals, designed to
curb the remote abuse of accounts. While
inconvenient for business workflows, this
friction is the cost of closing a critical gateway
for account takeover and fraud.

That said, there are apprehensions.
Tethering a private messaging accounttoa
government-verified identity (the
KYC-linked SIM) could expose
whistleblowers by creating a single, traceable
metadata link between their official identity
and their communications. Furthermore,
there are fears over potential government
misuse of this traceability. This is where the
government must tread with caution and
absolute clarity. The success of this essential
security upgrade is contingent on its lawful
and judicious implementation. The
government must enforce SIM binding while
strictly adhering to the principles of the
Digital Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Act,
2023. The focus must be solely on traceability
for crime prevention, not data acquisition or
surveillance.

POCKET: Al Now

RAVIKANTH

againsta broad array of rivals
suchas TikTok and YouTube. While
legal scholars can and will dissect the
opinion, the biggest takeaway is that
timing matters in dynamic markets,
implying that antitrust authorities must
develop a preventive approach, rather
than relying solely on reactive measures.

The case centered on Facebook’s
acquisitions of Instagram in 2012 and
‘WhatsApp in 2014, when both were
unmistakably competitive threats.
Facebook said so itself: internal emails
and strategy documents spelled out its
intention to copy, acquire, or neutralize
rivals, while the firm’s leaders explicitly
acknowledged the existential threat
posed by Instagram. FTC lawyers rarely
uncover this type of smoking-gun
evidence.

But the case collapsed under the
weight of today’s market reality. Instead
of considering the world as it existed
when the mergers occurred, the court
(incorrectly) cited the rise of TikTok,
Snapchat, and YouTube Shorts as
evidence that Facebook lacked
monopoly power. But TikTok’s success
hardly disproves Facebook’s earlier
dominance, because ByteDance, its
parent company, spent vast sums on
user acquisition, at one point t i
one of the largest buyers of ads on
Facebook, Instagram, and Snap in the
US. A Chinese company with almost
unlimited capital breaking into the
market is hardly proof of healthy
competition.

LEGAL FLAWS

The flaws in the court’s reasoning reflect
adeeper problem with litigating
consummated mergers: it asks judges to
travel back in time and forget what they
now know. Questions like “Would
Instagram have become this significant
without Facebook’s investment?” or
“What competition might have emerged
if the acquisitions had not taken place?”
are inherently counterfactual. It is very
difficult to measure the impact of
competition that never existed.

This suggests that the acquisitions
should have been challenged when they
were first proposed —a difficult task,
but not as hard as challenging
consummated deals. Predicting the
future is less formidable than
reconstructing the present on the basis
of an imaginary past.

~ Antitrust delayed is
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TRUST FACTOR. The Meta verdict on monopoly power offers a sobering lesson.
Rather than acting post facto, mega mergers in the big tech space must be prevented

The flaws of lat were
also on display in the Google antitrust
trial. Even asa US federal judge ruled in
2024 that Google had illegally
monopolised general-search services,
the remedy was softened by the
perception that Al chatbots were already
reshaping the market. Even the boldest
proposed remedies centered less on
restoring competition in searchand
more on ensuring that the next tech
frontier remains open.

The same dynamic was evident in the
landmark antitrust case that the US
federal government brought against
Microsoft in the 1990s. Instead of
reviving competition in operating
systems, where Microsoft’s dominance
was entrenched, the litigation cleared
space for the next generation of
companies by preventing Microsoft

and W pp in the first
place, but erred on the side of caution,
fearing false positives and believing that
the market would self-correct. But that
decision has proved impossible to
unwind, even though Facebook’s
acquisition of direct competitorsina
competitive market should have beena
straightforward win for antitrust
authorities — the verykind of textbook
harm the law is designed to prevent.

To their credit, the FTC and the
Department of Justice under former US
President Joe Biden had begun to
develop and use their preventive toolkit.
They challenged several mergers
(including Nvidia-Arm, Illumina-
GRAIL, and Microsoft-Activision
Blizzard), examined practices in nascent
industries such as Al partnerships, and
launched early probes into emerging

from dingits poly into
browsers and apps. Of course, this isa
worthy goal. Butillegally polised

P in the cloud computing and
semiconductor markets. But the
dulum h: back under Donald

markets need not be treated as a fait
accompli.

In fast-moving markets, prevention is
better than cure, which is why
intervening early to block illegal
mergers must be the norm, not the
exception. Regulators should have
prevented Facebook from acquiring

US antitrust regulators
now have stronger merger
guidelines and a clearer
understanding of how
digital markets work. What
they need is the political will
to act early and decisively

Trump’s second administration, which
has pursued merger settlements, dialled
back investigations into Al giants, and
revived the myth that tech firms are the
guardians of innovation and national
security.

POLITICAL WILL

Itdoesn’t have to be this way. US
antitrust regulators now have stronger
merger guidelines and a clearer
understanding of how digital markets
work. What they need is the political will
toact early and decisively.

The same applies to other
governments. The most consequential
tech mergers are reviewed
simultaneously in multiple jurisdictions,
and regulators in the European Union

and the UK also have powerful
preventive tools, including merger
review and market studies. Even just
initiating an investigation can create
enough friction and uncertainty for
parties toabandon a deal, as happened
with Nvidia-Arm and Visa-Plaid. Until
recently, the UK Competition and
Markets Authority, like the FTC and
DOJinthe US, was increasing its
scrutiny of tech mergers and
partnerships, particularly in the Al
sector.

But the global scramble to attract AT
investment has pushed competition
enforcement into retreat. Amid
increasing geopolitical turbulence,
regulators are forgetting the
hard-earned lessons of the platform era
and pulling back precisely when they
should be applying those lessons to
block anti-competitive Al mergers and
prevent the emergence of Al
monopolies. The resultis a classic
collective-action problem, even though
allit takes is one courageous
competition authority to block a global
deal and change the trajectory of an
entire market.

The Meta decision can seem like much
ado about nothing: one case that was too
difficult to win despite overwhelming
evidence. But viewed in a broader
context, it becomes clear that timing
makes all the difference in antitrust
enforcement. Regulators must learn to
flex their preventive muscle to have any
hope of taming Big Tech.

‘The writer is Deputy Director of the Thurman Arnold

Projectat Yale Law School. Copyright: Project
Syndicate, 2025

Interest rates unlikely to dip in the medium term

This is due to a combination of factors — tariff uncertainty, weakening currency, high global rates

—
Sachin Gupta

its monetary easing cycle in

February 2025, with policy rates
cut by 125 basis points by December
2025. Meanwhile, the 10-year G-sec
yield has decreased by only 17 basis
points during the same period,
indicatinga limited and gradual
pass-through of interest rate reductions
atthe longer end of the yield curve.

Likewise, the US Federal Reserve has
reduced its policy rates by 175 basis
points over the last 15 months.
Surprisingly, the 10-year Treasury yields
have increased by 38 basis points. This
shows a clear disconnect between
central banks’ expectations and the
bond market’s actual behaviour.

‘Why is this happening? Policy rates
mirror central banks’ outlook and their
informed assessment of the economy’s
interest rates. Nevertheless, actual
outcomes depend on supply-demand
dynamics, anticipated inflation, tariff
disputes, geopolitical issues, and overall
macroeconomic uncertainty, which we
have enough of. Central banks are

T he Reserve Bank of India began

attempting to drive growth (in the case
of India) and employment (in the case of
the US), but the bond market is
indicating a harsher truth of persistently
high long-term rates.

SOVEREIGN BOND MARKETS

Akey factor influencing long-term yields
is the demand and supply dynamics in
sovereign bond markets. Since many
major economies face high fiscal deficits
and substantial debt levels, the demand
for future borrowing stays elevated.
Consequently, increased net issuance of
bonds pushes up the term premium,
resulting in higher interest rates.

Specifically for India, despite an
improving fiscal position, low inflation,
strong GDP growth, and long-term
interest rates remain elevated. This can
beattributed to tariff uncertainty, a
weakening currency, and globally high
interest rates.

‘What does it mean for us? It
essentially means that despite the RBI's
actions, the long-term borrowing and
lending rates remain high. High
long-term bond yields imply high
expected bank deposit rates. High bank
deposit rates mean that banks’ cost of

RATE DYNAMICS. Uncertain times istock

funds remains high, and thus theyare
unable to reduce their lending rates. In
fact, itadversely affects banks. Their
benchmark-linked lending rates reduce
inline with the lower repo rate, even
though their cost of deposits remains
high. This impacts banks’ margins.

MACROECONOMIC RISKS

Beyond demand, supply dynamics, and
domestic factors, global macroeconomic
risks have a far-reaching impact. Trade
and tariff-related uncertainties have
added another layer of complexity.
Ongoing tariff disputes, supply-chain
realignments, and uncertainty around
UStrade policy, including

sector-specific tariffs and strategic
re-shoring incentives, continue to
influence inflation expectations and
global capital flows.

For India, uncertainty regarding
US-India trade relations, export
competitiveness, and potential
retaliatory tariffs affects currency
stability and foreign investor sentiment.
For banks, these uncertainties translate
into a higher risk premium. Currency
volatility raises hedging costs, while
geopolitical risks reduce appetite for
long-duration assets, keeping bond
yields firm even in easing cycles.

‘While central banks can guide
short-term rates, long-term yields
remain largely driven by fiscal pressures,
inflation expectations, and geopolitical
uncertainties. Globally, persistent
inflation, heavy sovereign borrowing,
and volatile capital flows continue to
hold long-term yields high. In my view,
none of these risks is likely to abate in
the near term; hence, long-term interest
rates in India and globally are unlikely to
decline in the near future.

‘The writer is Chief Rating Officer & ED, CareEdge
Ratings

If you do my homework, that's wrong! If you
z take my parents’ job and do it, that's right?!"”
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For transparency

Apropos “How tax havens really help
in raising debt” (December 13). The
widespread use of offshore hubs to
issue corporate debt highlightsa
grey zone between efficient finance
andaggressive taxavoidance. For
many multinational firms, tax havens
are no longer vaults for hidden
profits but conduits that lower
borrowing casts through treaty
benefits and interest deductions.
While such structures may be legal

restore balance between mobile
capitaland sovereign revenue.

The challenge s not to choke access
toglobal finance but to ensure
transparency and fairness.

K Chidanand Kumar

Bengaluru

Delhi’s deadly air

Thisis with reference tothe article
‘Delhi’s deadly air crisis’ (December
17). The twin issues of pollution in
the Capital and stubble burning in

and commercially rational, they
steadily erode the tax base of
developing economies like India.
Regulators have responded with
GAARand global anti avoidance
norms, which are necessary to

tates of Punjab,
Haryanaand Rajasthan have been
debated for along time without any
amicable solutions.

Every problem has asolution if our
politicians think beyond politics and

takea scientific approach. The Delhi
government should appoint an
expert committee to advise the
government on reusing the stubble
for productive purposes. The
farmers should be given reasonable
compensation for not burningthe
stubble. The Centre and States must
putaside politicsand actin syncto
solvethis issue.

Veena Shenoy

Thane

FPI pull out

Apropos “Selling season”,
(December 17)The relentless
foreign portfolio outflows this year,
exceeding ¥1.6 lakh crore, have
understandably deepened the

rupee’s slide and raised worries
aboutavicious cycle of depreciation
and further selling

Yet domestic investors have stepped
in robustly, pouring in record sums
into the markets.

High valuations and US tariffs have
driven much of this caution abroad,
narrowing the gap with cheaper
emerging peers.

Still, with corporate earnings likely to
recover and valuations now more
competitive, adeft RBI approachto

Cumin acreage, alesson
Apropos ‘Cumin acreage may
decline ... Subdued China demand”
(December 17).

Itisalesson that dependence

on one market for agri
commodities severely affects
domestic farmers.

When domestic consumption
cannot beincreased overnight to
offset subdued export to China,
trade agreements that Indiais
entering with many other smaller

rupee =
extremes without rigid defence —
could help restore confidence and
draw flows back .

M Barathi

Bagehon

tions due to US tariff pressure,
must be well utilised and the
government can appoint anodal
officer to oversee such issues.
Rajiv M:
Halekere Vilage (Karnataka)
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Messi tour: VIP culture wins

Unfortunately, power still decides who gets access

—
Krishnan Ranganathan

here are a few things
T money can’t buy, but that

list is shrinking by the day.
Consider: A prison cell upgrade:
$75-127 aday. Your doctor’s
mobile no: from $1,500 p.a. The
legal right to shoot an endangered
black rhino: $350,000. While
these examples are extreme, they
signal a broader truth: nothing
seems off the market anymore. As
Michael Sandel (the creator of
Harvard’s legendary Justice
course) argues, the urgent
question today is not what money
can buy, but what it should not.

FIASCO. Fans could barely see the

SEAr DEBANOTI CHAKRABORTY

during his GOAT India Tour.
What they got instead was a
masterclass in VIP culture gone
wrong. Messi reportedly appeared
for barely 20-30 minutes and was
engulfed by politicians,
dignitaries, and other VIPs. Fans
who had paid 4,500 t0 12,000
could barely see the star. Tobe
fair, sponsors expect access,
organisers argue that proximity is
part of the package, and
politicians claim visibility. Yetina
cityrenowned for its football
passion, proximity to power
mattered more than devotion
from the stands.

This was not just poor event
management. [t was the triumph
of VIP culture over shared joy.
Crucially, market pricing and VIP
capture are distinct phenomena.
Markets sell access through price;
VIP culture reallocates it through
power, proximity, and political
privilege. The Messi fiasco reveals
atwin failure: access was first
priced, and then even that
allocation was overridden. Fans
lost twice: once to the market, and
again to privilege.

‘Where all good things are
bought and sold, money
inevitably matters. ‘First come,
First served’ hasan egalitarian
appeal precisely because it
disregards power, privilege, and
pockets. Queues are imperfect
oo — they favour flexible
schedules, stamina, and
geography — but the inequality
they encode is different.

Markets allocate by willingness
to pay; queues by willingness to
‘wait. Neither is perfect but
willingness to pay is no better
measure of value than willingness
to wait. A billionaire can pay fora
front-row seat toa concert they
barely care about, whilea
passionate fan in the back misses
amoment they saved months to
afford. The Messi episode exposes
abitter truth: markets may sell
access, but power still decides
who actually gets it. When VIP
privilege overrides passion, public

ETHICS AND MARKETS
Inaworld where everything is for
sale, life becomes harder for
people of modest means. But the
deeper cost is moral: once
markets invade certain domains,
they change not just how goods
aredistributed, but how we value
them. If someone pays fora
kidney, and a consenting adult is
happy to sell, the only question
asked is, “how much?”. Human
dignity is irrelevant. Markets, by
design, don’t discriminate
between noble choices and
questionable ones.

Economists defend markets for
efficiency. Paying for “fast track”
atairports or amusement parks
saves time. For Prof Sandel, the
case for “markets” over “queues”
stands on two arguments:
libertarian: people should buy and
sell freely, so long as no one’s
rights are violated; and utilitarian:
‘markets can increase collective
well-being by allocating goods to
those who value them most.
Defenders of markets might argue
that pricing can also expand
access: higher ticket prices fund
logistics, security, and scale,
making large public events
possible. Without markets, many
such experiences would simply
not exist.

What both arguments miss is
that some goods are not merely
scarce. Amznding a papal mass or
aconcert is about more than
access, it is about shared
experience. Turning these into
commodities erodes that value.
Bruce Springsteen confronted
this trade-off in 2009. By capping
ticket prices at $95 — well below
market rates — he left millions on
the table to remain faithful to his
working-class fans. Charging

what the market dictates would events become private
erode the communal meaning of performances funded by the many
the event. and enjoyed by the few.

Lastweek, this tensxou plaved
outin Kolkata. The writer is former ive Dif at
football fans paid th af Nomura, i isiting y

rupees hoping to see Lionel Messi  various B-Schools
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Ranbaxy loses Lipitor case

In yet another setback to Ranbaxy Laboratories Ltd, the US District Court of
Delaware ruled that the generic company’s product infringes the two patents
covering Pfizer Inc’s cholesterol lowering drug, Lipitor. This follows a ruling in
October by a UK High Court delaying an early launch of atorvastatin (generic)
in that market.

EU proposes deadline for farm subsidies

The European Union and some of the world’s poorest nations raised the stakes
as efforts to push forward troubled global free trade talks entered their final
stretch. Least Developed Countries (LDCs) warned they could “walk away”
from the talks if their demands for duty-free, quota-free access to rich
countries were not met. ld not cross.

Pawar rules out FMC-SEBI merger

Putting an end to all speculation on having a single regulator for both
commodities and securities markets by merging FMC with SEBI, the
Government has decided to retain Forward Market Commission (FMC) as the
sole regulator for the commodity futures markets in India.

maturmg mark

SCALING UP. Exits via IPOs free up venture/PE capital,

while the secondary market absorbs stakes at prices
discovered across wide demand

ABHIJEET CHANDRA
ARYANSH SINGH

ndia’s Chief Economic Advisor

(CEA) recently called out a

visible shift: many IPOs are being

used as exit routes for early

investors rather than as pure
engines of long-term capital formation.
Atfirst glance, that sounds like mission
drift. Look closer, and it reads like a
market growing up.

Indeep markets, [POs are both
price-discovery events and orderly
transfer points. The classic textbook
argument is that IPOs serve asa
price-discovery mechanism and signals a
liquid market.

Atthe same time, it also posits
exchange of ownership through transfer
of securitised instruments, usually from
venture/private equity to diversified
public holders. Indian capital market is
increasingly there.

SCALE, CREDENCE AND VIBES
Start with the scale and credence. By
mid-November 2025, India has already
seen about 91 IPOs raising about ¥1.52
trillion, nearly matching the ¥1.59
trillion raised in all of 2024. Going
further, a pipeline of IPOs suggests 2025
could seta new record. That’s not a sign
of fragility; it is a sign of an ecosystem
confident enough to recycle capital
quickly.

Asecond marker of maturity is
cooling listing-day euphoria. Average
listing gains slipped to around 9 per cent
in 2025 (till October), a sharp
comedown from the prior year. That
sounds, at the loss of a better word,

disappointing, to some segment of
investors, until you recall what mature
markets look like. The pop narrows as
pricing improves and book-runners
anchor deals with better institutional
participation. Lower pops mean fewer
mis-pricings and less value left on the
table, thatis good for issuers and
long-termallocators.

Third, exits via IPOs are normal in
developed ecosystems. They free up
venture/PE capital to fund the next
cohort, while the secondary market
absorbs stakes at prices discovered
across wide demand. India’s secondary
market has become deep enough to
shoulder that role.

Even on quiet months, cash market
turnover at NSE and BSE put together
routinely runs in lakh-crore territory;
%1.02 lakh crore average daily cash
turnover in July 2025, despite a cyclical
soft patch, signals robust ongoing
liquidity for post-listing churn. Liquidity
is the oxygen that makes exits viathe
market possible.

LETTING BIG AND SMALL SAIL

Itis evidence of functioning secondary
discipline. A 2024 SEBI study found that
54 per cent of IPO shares allowed to
non-anchor investors are sold withina
week. You can read this as froth, oras the
market efficiently testing and
reallocating shares to stronger hands.
Over time, such churn is how ownership
migrates towards investors who truly

Two scenarios could
derail the narrative:
excessive short-termism
among investors and poor
post-listing performance of
major [POs

want to hold through the business cycle.

The primary pipeline is also getting
broader, not just bigger. In the first half
of calendar 2024 alone, 153 1POs (38
mainboard and 115 SMEs) raised about
%34,923 crore, more than 3.5x the
comparable period a year earlier.

SME listings are crucial. They
diversify the opportunity set and widen
the investor base beyond mega caps. A
maturing market isn’t just one where
unicorns list; it is one where the middle
of the distribution can tap public capital
without much drama, and fuss.

To be sure, the CEA’s caution matters.

India still needs IPOs that fund capacity
creation, not just shareholder transfer.
But the evidence doesn’t showa
crowding-out of new capital.

Fund raises have been large in rupee
terms, pipelines are heavy, and the
investor mix is broadening.

Reuters’ year-to-year tallies point to
$20.5 billion from 91 IPOs in 2024,
which banks expecting 2025 to surpass
those levels. That is compatible with
exits and growth capital, given that the
pricing is rational and disclosures are
strong.

‘We believe that there are just more
than one reason to accept this
exit-via-IPO trend as healthy.

First, when early investors sellinto
the float, their selling discipline
(staggered offers and lock-ups, for
example) and the market’s willingness
toabsorb those shares become live test
of quality.

The recent moderation in pops
implies bankers and issuers are reading
books more carefully; cheap money era
habits, such as over-tight pricing,
momentum allocation, among others,
are fading, These are, in a way, better
price discovery and governance signals.

Secondly, India’s trading
infrastructure and participation have

over the years scaled dramatically. Even
with periodic dips, exchange data show
‘high, persistent turnover and robust
derivative hedging tools. That depth
allows founders and/or PE exits tobe
staged without destabilising the float.
This, again, is a hallmark of a market that
has the capacity to recycle risk
efficiently.

DERAILMENT OR SCALE UP?
There are two scenarios that could
possibly derail the maturing narrative:
excessive short-termism among
investors and poor post-listing
performance of major IPOs.

If too many IPOs trade below offer
price for long stretches, it’s natural for
public confidence to erode. Some of that
painis already visible.

Recent numbers show that less than
half of 2025’s IPOs delivered listing-day
gains, and many cooled subsequently.
The remedy isn’t to throttle exits.

Itis to tighten disclosure, emphasise
profitability paths, and calibrate offer
sizes. All these measures should upgrade
the depth of markets.

Policy, too, can help the transition.
The CEA’s nudge is timely. Nudging
issuers to articulate use-of-proceeds
more clearly, promoting
anchor-to-retail transparency, and
pressing for post-listing governance will
keep public markets from morphing into
pure flipping venues.

In particular, ironing out the issues
such as, earning guidance discipline,
related-party transactions, among
others will enhance this evolution.
Needless to say that flows and volumes
suggest a robust market is already in
place. That’s what mature markets look
like, and it is where India is headed.

Abhijeet teaches Finance at IT Kharagpur where
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Lessons from the Bondi Beach killings

RK Raghavan

he Bondi Beach (Sydney)
T shoot-out last Sunday by a

father-son duo that resulted in
atleast 15 deaths raises questions
about the ability of the civilised world
to contain the madness that terrorism
is. Where religious hatred is
overwhelming and where
over-indoctrinated strikers whoare
willing to sacrifice their lives are
involved, there s precious little
government security outfits can do

struggling to evolve strategies that
would help identify the villains before
they strike.

Also, terror attacks are no longer the
result of hierarchical organisations
calling the shots.

Motivated and insane individuals
witha record of bigotry, irrespective of
their religion, can easily dodge the
authorities and carry out lethal strikes
atinnocent congregations.

SAVAGE ATTACK
Iti is r.he recklessness and hatred of

eer tend

alertness with efficiencyand pubhc
safety. No security agency however
well trained and equipped can
anticipate and frustrate terror all the
time. A failure is more often the case.

Fortunately India’s record of
outwitting terrorists has been
encouraging, barring a few aberrations
like Pahalgam and Red Fort. I believe
publicawareness and cooperation have
been a contributing factor; we need to
avoid complacency, though.

There is no magic wand to contain
the scourge. Democratic nations are

that is causing more
damage to the community than
directives from well-organised outfits
like al Qaeda, ISIS and a host of other
organisations. Bondi Beach was the
most savage attack in the recent past
that was motivated by the crudest
religious antipathy.

Unchecked, this hatred is likely to
spawn, affecting other religions as well.
India fortunately does not have a
sizeable Jewish population that could
beatarget of religious madness.

Itis rumoured that the two from
Sydneyhad links to the ISIS. This is yet

TERRORISM. No magic wand to
contain the scourge reuress

tobe confirmed. I may sound cynical
‘when I say that even the best of
antiterror outfits cannot normally
prevent an attack. Thisis despite the
fact that we do not know how many
plans have been nipped in the bud.
Agencies need enormous luckand
perseverance to unravel plans of
ruthless elements to strike.

‘When this is the backdrop, how can
we berate our agencies whenever they
fail.

Terrorists have several huge
advantages over government outfits.
Firstis supreme mobility, to travel
across continents. One of the Sydney

duo had recentlyvisited Indonesia,
which has the world’s largest Muslim
population.

The Australian Police s yet to
fathom reasons for this travel. Itis
something like searching fora needle in
the haystack while mounting a search
for the average terrorist. The latter has
the incredible ability to merge with the
communityand surface only when
mounting an action.

This is true of the father-son
combination of Sydney. When they did
act theywere daring, ruthless and
professional. We do not know what
kind of planning they did. It was
possibly within the family.

‘What stands out eventually is the

owing anti-Semitism in the world. An
average Israeli will increasingly
shudder travel to any part of the world.
Is this the kind of world that we want to
live in?

This is the debate that should
dominate discussions in many forums.

‘Thewriter,aformer CBI Director, is presently
Professor of Criminal Justice at the Jindal Global
University, Sonepat (Haryana)
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EASY

ACROSS DOWN

1. Royal fool (5,6) 2. People propelling boats (7)
7.Make hostile 3. Jest (4)

demonstration (7) 4. Wine-berry tree (5)

9. Wood-cutting 5. Taken ___: by surprise (5)

implement (4)

11. Humped animal (5)

12. Participates in (6)

14, Road-clearing

vehicles (4,7)

18. Lying on the back (6)

20. Joint of bivalve shell (5)
22.Impressive, large-scale (4)
23. Think differently (7)

24, Remotest (11)

6. In dirt and confusion (5)
8. Permitting (8)

10. Pensées (8)

13. Insect; move at speed (3)
15. Impedes progress (7)

16. Late summer flower (5)
17. Erica; butterfly (5)

19. Private soldier in

France (5)

21. Not working (4)

NOT SO EASY

ACROSS

1. He was a fool to try to entertain a king (5,6)

7. Cheer ironically as advocates are put to torture (7)

9. Shaper of wood one soundly puts on (4)

1. Desert transport arrived at Libyan capital (5)

12. Apportions out what one may have in company (6)
14. After a fall fails exam, but they clear the way

ahead (4,7)

18. s lying face up but with a turn in one’s backbone (6)
20. Much may turn on gin cocktail the man swallows (5)
22. Great story that puts one in the picture (4)

23, Initially diplomat is posted where no agreement
exists (7)

24. Promote one’s cause with the majority, nothing
being beyond (11)

DOWN

way (7)

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2847

ACROSS 1. Sitting 5. Amble 8. Chuckle 9. Pin-up 10. Residence 12. Her 13. Wader 17. Arm 19. Threesome 21. Lotto 22. Grapple 24. Yards 25. Nacarat

DOWN 1. Secure 2. Trussed 3. Irk 4. Green 5. Apple-tree 6. Bench 7. Expert 11. Down tools 14. Shopper 15. Barley 16. Repent 18 Motor 20. Regan 23. Arc

2. Eight Romans swinging round the East (7)

3.No such aquip is a serious matter (4)

4.0ne born earlier than Tree (5)

5.Oneiis thus taken for a ride, and by surprise (5)

6. Untidy place for shipmates to eat with Leading Yeoman (5)
8. Granting that everything is unpaid as yet (8)

10. Despite the street being up, these come to mind (8)

13. Knowing it's a hired vehicle, take to the air (3)

15. Lady’s about to make racket perhaps and gets in one’s

16. Schoolteacher who loses his head may be found in bed (5)
17. Man with a different hat for the open country (5)

19. Get back up carrying fuel with soldier in France (5)

21.1t doesn't like early starts so will just tick over (4)

AND-NDE

+
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TAKE
A strategic embrace
in Addis Ababa

Upgrading bilateral ties to a strategic partnership
signals New Delhi’s intent to deepen cooperatiowith
a African nation of the Global South

In recent years, India has emerged as a powerful voice of the
Global South. The G20 Summit in Delhi further cemented its
position as a leader keen on taking up issues concerning
developing countries and forging lasting ties with nations in
Africa and Asia that form the bulk of the Global South. In
keeping with India’s policy of cooperation with these countries,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's first-ever visit to Ethiopia marks
a significant diplomatic milestone.

The most important takeaway from the visit is the elevation of
India-Ethiopia relations to a strategic partnership, backed by
multiple agreements. These agreements clearly signal strong
political intent translating into concrete developmental
priorities. The personal rapport between the two leaders was
another highlight that received media attention, and rightly so.
Prime Minister Modi's bilateral meeting with Ethiopian Prime
Minister Abiy Ahmed Ali offered clear evidence of the growing
bond between the two countries. The emphasis on cooperation
in areas such as the economy, technology, defence, health,
capacity building, and multilateral engagement points to a
relationship that is moving beyond traditional goodwill towards
long-term collaboration. Modi’s assertion that the partnership
would bring “new energy, new momentum and new depth”
reflects an ambition to institutionalise cooperation. The
conferment of Ethiopia's highest civilian honour-the Great
Honor Nishan of Ethiopia — on Modi was a powerful diplomatic
signal. The warm welcome accorded to Modi, with Abiy Ahmed
personally receiving him at the airport and accompanying him
to public engagements points to personal bonding.

Akey highlight of the visit was India’s decision to double
scholarships for Ethiopian students. This move is likely to further
strengthen India’s standing in Ethiopia and deepen people-to-
people ties. Education and training have long underpinned
India’s soft power, and expanding these avenues creates
connections that endure beyond political cycles. The broader
framing of both nations as “democratic powers” and “fellow
travellers of the Global South” is equally noteworthy,
positioning the partnership within a shared worldview that

phasises devel strategic and reform of
global governance institutions.

India also found in Ethiopia another African partner that
shares concerns over terrorism. Ethiopia‘s support and
condolences following the Pahalgam terror attack reinforce
counter-terrorism as an area of shared concern.

Moving on, the Ethiopia leg of Modi's tour followed a
productive visit to Jordan, where five MoUs were signed,
underscoring India's expanding outreach to West Asia and
Africa, yet another frontier of Global South. Taken together,
these visits illustrate India's effort to weave economic
cooperation, cultural diplomacy, and strategic interests into a
cohesive foreign policy. India sees Ethiopia as a political
gateway to Africa and a fast-growing economic partner, while
Ethiopia views India as a dependable development ally without
a hidden agenda. The ties can only grow stronger with time.

Buddhist monks play the shehnai during the ‘Kagyu Monlam’ prayer ceremony at
the Mahabodhi Temple in Bodh Gaya.

PHOTO: PTI
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RECREATING LIFE WITH PENSION:
DIGNITY, SECURITY & JUSTICE FOR ALL

Retirement is a diverse
experience, often celebrated for
its newfound freedom, yet it also
demands thoughtful adaptation to
new routines, responsibilities,
and interests.

A pension plays a crucial role
in this transition. It is a regular
income received from
investments made during one's
working life, with contributions
deducted from salary before tax
and invested in a pension fund.

The best time to begin saving
for a pension is as early as
possible. Early investment allows
funds more time to grow,
reducing the monthly amount
required to achieve desired
retirement goals. Simply put, the
younger one starts saving, the
less one needs to contribute to
secure the same retirement
income.

The 17th of December holds

special significance for
pensioners in India. On this day in
1982, the Supreme Court
delivered a landmark judgment
that guaranteed dignity and
decency to retired officials and
pensioners. Pensioners' Day
commemorates the tireless
efforts of late D.S. Nakara, whose
struggle led to this historic
verdict.

In his judgment, late Justice YV
Chandrachud, then Chief Justice
of India, observed that pension is
neither a bounty nor an act of
grace, but a rightful payment for
past service and a vital social
welfare measure.

Despite this, the plight of
pensioners remains challenging
even today. Let us continue the
collective fight for justice and
dignity for all pensioners.

CK SUBRAMANIAM | MUMBAI

Please send your letter to the info@dailypioneer.com.
In not more than 250 words. We appreciate your feedback.

The uncertain geometry of relationships

Relationships rarely follow a straight line. They move through phases of deep intimacy and unsettling distance, moments
when minds seem to think in unison and others when trust quietly erodes

' VINAYSHIL
GAUTAM

Any relationships of a close bond—say
between parents and children; among siblings;
between married couples; childhood friends
who have grown up together, and more—have
predictable patterns of intimacy, aloofness,
and so on. There are patches of time where
the intimacy is so strong that thought process-
es almost run parallel and overlap. It leads to
intimacies and togetherness—a kind of
bonding which gives meaning not only to life
but also to the understanding of relationships.
While it lasts, it is like a roller-coaster ride, and
it almost appears timeless.

But then, as time passes, experiences vary,
and people no longer trust each other the way
they did not so long ago. There are many
reasons why this could happen, and one of the
commonest is the entry of another figure who
responds more closely to a person's felt
needs or aspirations. The entry of a third figure
affects many direct relationships and some-
times may even be as close as sibling relation-
ships or conjugal relationships. Hence, an
important takeaway is the ability of relation-
ships to jointly handle a third person's involve-
ment with caution, care, and foresight.

This is difficult because emotions are
involved, and one’s needs change. A
husband-wife relationship can typically be
affected, one way or another, by the birth of
a child or even life experiences from the family
background of one or both partners.

If this can happen in the intimacies of a
direct relationship, how much more so would
it happen in a distant relationship, where
people have met not in a natural bonding but
casually, over work or even a location?

All put together, the arithmetic or calculus
of this law has eluded many attempts at devel-
oping a pattern or even predictability.

Operationally, therefore, it becomes a
matter of insights into the basic characteris-
tics of human beings as such, rather than as
individuals.

It would seem obvious that people seek rela-
tionships to suit their fundamental needs of
living, loving, and progressing; each one
wants happiness, appreciation, and depend-
ability. How one offers this to another person
is a matter not only of chance but also of the
physical state and condition of the person.

Itis commonplace to realise that hormon-
al balances create behavioural overtones, and
at times very distinctive and identifiable
ones. An obvious occasion for the manifesta-
tion of hormonal impacts is menopause.
Formal literature on the effects of menopause
has been widely researched in women.
However, a reliable pattern identified consen-
sually under menopausal influence has still to
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RELATIONSHIPS
ARE AN
IMPORTANT
COMPONENT OF
EXISTENCE, AND
THE SOONER ONE
SUCCEEDS IN
GIVING THEM
HIGHER
PREDICTABILITY
THAN AT
PRESENT, THE
EASIER LIFE
COULD BE FOR
ALL

The writer is an
intemationally acclaimed
‘management consultant
dailypioneer

@VinayshilG

@ !nashil-gautan-
3488128

fully emerge. Interestingly enough, men
also pass through menopausal influences,
but literature on this is less common. In the
case of men, this is less studied than in
women.

In case both parties in a relationship are
going through the influence of menopausal
hormonal changes, then the relationship is
bound to be affected, and the effect can often
be more unpredictable, without
any research validation to which e = 3
one can refer. Thus, relationships @hg 4

are very often like fiddling with

Unfortunately, the present state of research
and knowledge does not do more, and one
has to deal with the facts of the case as they
are. There is an expression in this statement:
“the truth is often stranger than fiction”.
All this can be a fitting subject matter for
research into personality and the coping
options which an individual is capable of
mastering.
Many a time, proverbs sum
up generations of experience

Diouttr and can be quite illuminating.

However, proverbs are some-

wires in the dark. The results and
consequences are not always

pleasant or, for that matter, predictable. It
is amusing to notice that in spite of so much
drumming up about artificial intelligence,
these issues have not even begun to be
capped, let alone approached.

While it is easy to identify scientific break-
throughs or new expressions of modelling
product design or even work design, reflec-
tions on emotional crests and troughs are
few and far between. Thus, the true area of
manifestation of one’s efforts needs more
attention than perhaps many other things.
This is because emotions determine the basic
orientation of a person and how they relate
to another worker or even, for that matter,
a machine of the times.

Guidance or orientation, therefore,
becomes a challenge, and much ill-informed
behaviour takes the place of informed guid-
ance, let alone directive guidance.

times contradictory, and illus-
trations would help to explain.

There is a statement, “look before you leap”,
and an equally powerful statement, “he
who hesitates is lost”. Which of these two
statements is closer to the truth?

similarly, there is the statement, “two
heads are better than one”, and another, “too
many cooks spoil the broth”. Which of these
statements is true? Similar other examples
can be given, but enough has been said to
point out the limitations of folk wisdom rep-
resented through popular statements.

Clearly, the time is ripe to create a research
agenda on relationships and slowly bring
greater light to the grey areas of networking,
which indeed affect everyone’s existence. A
beginning has to be marked somewhere.

Relationships are an important component
of existence, and the sooner one succeeds
in giving them higher predictability than at
present, the easier life could be for all.

When Gen Z dials: The unlikely return of the landline

SHAINY
SHARMA

relentless taskmasters. Notifications bark for attention,
applications beg to be opened, and algorithms observe
with the vigilance of an overzealous invigilator.

A 2024 Deloitte Digital Wellness Report revealed that
nearly half of Gen Z respondents felt overwhelmed by
constant alerts, with many actively exper-
imenting with digital detoxes. Like the

2ND OPINION
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Itis a truth universally acknowledged — though rarely
admitted aloud — that the generation born with a smart-
phone almost fused to its palm is now, quietly and with
a hint of mischief, placing a landline on its coffee table.
Yes, the same landline once confined to grandparents’
homes, complete with coiled cords, dramatic rings, and
the uncanny habit of dying during thunderstorms.

In 2025, this technological relic is enjoying an unlike-
ly renaissance, embraced by Gen Z with equal parts irony
and intent. When history repeats itself, it seems, it does

not ask permission; it simply rings.

At the heart of this revival lies a profound fatigue with
hyper-connectivity. Smartphones, once hailed as tools
of freedom and empowerment, have evolved into

sculptur:

silence becomes a luxury. The landline,

blissfully indifferent to applications, updates, and ana-
lytics, offers exactly that.

There is something almost poetic about a device that
does only one thing — and does it unapologetically. A
landline rings; you answer, you speak, you hang up. There
is no doom-scrolling spiral, no accidental plunge into
conspiracy videos at 2 am., no fitness app quietly
judging your life choices. The physical act of replacing
the receiver creates a sense of closure no touchscreen

can replicate.

As one Gen Z user observed in a recent cultural
feature, once the handset goes down, the world truly
stops buzzing. Proverbs may evolve, but the old
wisdom remains intact: too many cooks spoil the broth,
and too many apps certainly spoil the mind. Naturally,

Gen Z does nothing without an eye for aesthetics, and (

stopped

content

landline,

tance to

cious: th

the landline revival is no exception. Pastel rotary
phones, translucent plastic models from the 1990s, and

al retro designs now adorn minimalist apart-

ments and artisanal cafés. Interior designers speak of
a growing appetite for “retro corners”, spaces where

nostalgia is staged but the yearning
beneath itis sincere. These phones photo-

T
prodigal child returning home, this gener- (/I be (]Jlontgr graph beautifully, nestled beside house-
ation appears to be rediscovering a simple

truth: when everything demands attention, K=

plants and beverages whose prices could

T EXT fund a small nation. What was once obso-

lete has become desirable the moment it
trying to keep up.

Yet beneath the décor lies a deeper cultural unease.
The rise of artificial intelligence and algorithm-driven

has sparked quiet anxiety, with studies

showing that many Gen Z students worry about
unseen forces shaping their preferences. Choosing a

then, is more than nostalgia; it is a subtle rebel-

lion. Being unreachable, even briefly, has become an
assertion of autonomy. Sociologists read this as resis-

aworld engineered for distraction. In slowing

communication, the landline restores something pre-

e space to breathe, to listen, and occasional-

ly, to think. Sometimes, to move forward wisely, one must
dare to dial back — quite literally.

The writer is an educator )

Public responsibility demands leadership

Nitish Kumar’s recent public behaviour has caused wide-
spread concern among citizens who expect restraint
and dignity from those occupying high constitutional
office. Public platforms demand composure, sensitiv-
ity, and respect, as every action is closely observed and
interpreted by society. Any gesture or conduct that
appears inappropriate or dismissive, particularly
towards women or towards the beliefs and personal
rights of others, undermines public confidence. Leaders
are role models, and their behaviour inevitably shapes
social attitudes and public discourse. Careless actions,
whether intentional or not, weaken the principles of
equality, respect, and accountability that form the foun-

dation of democracy.

Bihar deserves leadership that consistently reflects
constitutional morality and promotes harmony among
diverse communities. Public trust, once eroded, is dif-

ficult to restore.

Therefore, it is essential for civil society, institutions,
and citizens to remain alert and voice concerns
through democratic means. Constructive criticism
ili ding democra-
tic norms and ensuring governance that respects
dignity, decency, and public sentiment at all times.

and acc are vital for g

ARSHAD BASTAVI | MUMBAI

Debating schemes beyond political symbolism

Elected governments possess the legitimate authori-
ty to introduce new schemes or rename existing ones
according to their policy priorities. Naming welfare pro-
grammes has historically reflected political ideology,
and earlier Congress governments routinely associat-
ed schemes with the Nehru-Gandhi family without sig-
nificant parliamentary or public objection. In this
context, the intense opposition to renaming schemes
by the present government appears excessive and polit-
ically motivated. The controversy surrounding the pro-
posed repackaging of MNREGA as GRAMG has triggered
disproportionate outrage. Objections appear rooted not
in policy substance but in symbolism, including the
removal of Mahatma Gandhi's name and the perceived
cultural implications of the word “Ram”. Such reactions
divert attention from more pressing issues of gover-
nance and welfare delivery.

A more meaningful debate would address whether
the scheme benefits citizens, aligns with fiscal capac-
ity, and improves implementation. Questions regard-
ing the official status of titles and cultural nationalism
deserve scholarly discussion rather than political hos-
tility. Constructive engagement, not emotional oppo-
sition, best serves public interest.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Diplomatic gestures reflect global trust
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Ethiopia was

marked

alise en;
anisms.

instrum

JAI P GUPTA | AMBALA CANTT

by a significant diplomatic gesture, as he was

personally received at Addis Ababa airport by Prime
Minister Abiy Ahmed, a Nobel Peace Prize laureate. Such
courtesies symbolise mutual respect and highlight the
increasing importance of personal diplomacy in inter-
national relations.

During the visit, the leaders engaged in comprehen-
sive bilateral and expanded discussions, reviewing the
full spectrum of cooperation between their nations. They
acknowledged the steady growth of ties, strengthened
by goodwill, trust, and frequent high-level exchanges.
Both sides emphasised the need to further institution-

gagement through structured dialogue mech-

Political consultations, joint working groups, and
sector-specific cooperation were identified as key

ents for sustaining momentum. The announce-

ment of the fifth round of Political Consultations in New
Delhi demonstrates continuity and seriousness in
diplomatic engagement. Such interactions reinforce
long-term partnerships and contribute to stability, devel-
opment, and mutual understanding in an increasing-
ly interconnected world.

DIMPLE WADHAWAN | KANPUR NAGAR
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Opposition to Vande Mataram has little to do with faith

Objection to Vande Mataram has less to do with Islamic theology and more to do with a longstanding hatred among sections of the subcontinent’s Muslims towards India’s pre-Islamic.

A significant section of the Indian subcontinent’s Muslims continues to perceive Pakistan as a symbol of Islamic aspirations and religious identity

BALBIR
PUNJ

So, what should we make of the opposition
against Vande Mataram, the song that the
Constituent Assembly officially recognised
as the National Song in 1950? Both the
‘secular’ camp — comprising left-liberals and
parts of the Muslim leadership — have
often claimed that singing itis ‘un-Islamic’.

In reality, these objections seem less about
genuine Islamic theological concerns and
more about a deep-seated hatred among
certain segments of the Muslim elite in the
subcontinent towards India’s non-Islamic
civilisational roots. This inbuilt hostility,
which contributed to the creation of
Pakistan, continues to foster a divisive
mindset that underpins the communal
divide in the region.

Like organisations and individuals, ideas
too evolve over time. Vande Mataram,
undoubtedly, has its origins as part of a novel
with anti-Muslim strands. But by the early
twentieth century, it had moved decisive-
ly beyond the realm of literature to become
one of the most powerful slogans of the
national movement.

The Indian National Congress itself stands
as a pedagogic illustration of such metamor-
phosis. Established in 1885 by Allan Octavian
Hume — a retired officer of the British Indian
Civil Service and an Englishman—the
Congress was, at its inception, little more
than a forum for constitutional petitioning
within the imperial structure.

Yet, within a generation, and especially
after 1920 under Gandhiji's leadership, it rein-
vented itself into the principal architect of
mass nationalism. Would it be intellectual-
ly honest to repudiate the Congress on the
grounds that its institutional genesis lay in
a British initiative? If not, how does one

TTHISLAINS Rabindranath Tagore first sang it at its 1896
Calcutta session, and in 1905 at Varanasi,
CONTRADICTION? ' the party formally adopted Vande
PAKISTAN’S LOVE  Mataram for national occasions.
FOR ISLAM IS By the 1930s, Muslim leaders had started
EASILY raisingdobiections tg the ;ong on religious
grounds. Remember, during 1920-30,
OVERSHADOWED many fissiparous tendencies, with overt
BY ITS INTRINSIC  and covert support from the British, were
CONTEMPT FOR ITS on the rise. In Tamil Nadu, an anti-North,
PRE-ISLAMIC anti-Hindi, and a_n(i»Brghmin campaign
TRADITIONS was launched, which quickly transformed
into an anti-Congress and pro-British
THAT ARE movement in the name of ‘social justice’.
IDENTIFIED WITH Muslim opposition to the
RESIDUAL INDIA  Congress was not confined

only to Vande Mataram. They,
during those fateful years,
opposed almost everything

justify the continued ant towards
Vande Mataram by invoking its textual
context?

During the independence struggle, Vande
Mataram became a rallying cry for freedom
fighters. In 1907, Madam Bhikaji Cama
unfurled the first Indian tricolour abroad at
Stuttgart, emblazoned with the words
Vande Mataram.

The British administration attempted to
suppress it. The song, however, became inte-

The writer is an eminent
columnist and the author of
“Tryst with Ayodhya:
Decolonisation of India’
and ‘Narrative ka Mayajaal'
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gral to the Congress's political culture.

that embodied India’s rich and diverse
civilisational spirit, aligning instead with
the colonists alongside the Communists.
In this context, my previous column
mentioned the Pirpur Committee Report.
Since then, I have been contacted by some
readers eager to know more about this
nearly forgotten chapter of history.
Formally titled A Report of the Inquiry
Committee Appointed by the Council of
the All-India Muslim League, it was pub-

By,
g

ter” cows.

The Pioncer

lished in March 1938. Commonly known
as the Pirpur Report, it was named after
its chairman, Raja Muhammad Mehdi of
Pirpur — a prominent and senior Muslim
League leader from the United Provinces.

The Pirpur Committee accused the
then Congress-run provincial govern-
ments of anti-Muslim and pro-Hindu
biases. It implied that Hindus, Hindu
communalism, and the Congress were all
synonymous. It raised several issues,
including the use of Hindi, the singing of
Vande Mataram, and the right to “slaugh-

The Congress, instead of opposing this
divisive mindset, surrendered.
In October 1937, the Congress
Working Committee met in
EHLTEEEEYEE  Calcutta and officially short-

ened Vande Mataram, choos-
ing the abbreviated version as the nation-
al song. The Pirpur Report was used to
strengthen the demand for Pakistan on the
plea that Muslims could not get a fair deal
in an independent India, likely to be
ruled by a Hindu-dominated Congress. The
report, in the present context, might well
serve as a charge sheet against PM Modi.
The allegations of ‘atrocities’ perpetuat-
ed against Muslims by the Congress listed
in the report, and those used to paint Modi

the Muslim cc that re

as ‘anti-Muslim', are uncannily identical.

Barely a decade later, on June 3, 1947,
the Congress agreed to the partition of
India. Yet, one must ask: did these conces-
sions cause any meaningful shiftin the ide-
ological outlook of a significant section of

FIRST

Columﬁ

rank of Union Cabinet Minister. This single
career arc captures a broader post-
Partition pattern: those who had once
legitimised the two-nation logic turned
seamlessly into flag-bearers of India's
‘secular’ politics.

How objection to Vande Mataram has
less to do with Islamic theology and
more to do with a longstanding hatred
among sections of the subcontinent's
Muslims towards India’s pre-Islamic civil-
isational identity.

Asignificant section of the Indian sub-
continent's Muslims continues to perceive
Pakistan as a symbol of Islamic aspirations
and religious identity.

However, this perception is deeply
flawed. In practice, Pakistan has never
been a genuine custodian of Islam or
global Muslim concerns. On 22 June this
year, the US bombed Iran. Most of the
Islamic world (particularly subcontinent
Muslims) were enraged over it—but not
the Pakistani establishment. Indian sub-
continent Muslims have generally
expressed sympathy for Palestine and Iran.

Pakistan, however, endorsed the Israel-
approved 'Gaza Plan’, even as, amid US-
backed Israeli airstrikes on Iran, Pakistan's
Army Chief Asim Munir was in Washington
formulating a forward strategy with US
President Donald Trump. Pakistan has a
strategic association with China, a country
known for working systematically to
obliterate the Islamic identity of its Uyghur
Muslim population and render it invisible

in inits h d, the Xinjiang province.

residual India?

We are repeatedly told that many
Muslims rejected the Muslim League’s
‘Two-Nation Theory' and chose residual
India over Pakistan. Ifthat is true, why does
Vande Mataram — a song representing
India’s civilisational ethos—still provoke
resistance from parts of the very commu-
nity that supposedly rejected that theory?
The truth is that the demand for Pakistan
was primarily driven by elite Muslims from
Bihar, Uttar Pradesh, and Bengal — yet the
vast majority of them chose not to migrate
to the new nation they had strongly sup-
ported. Instead, they stayed in residual
India, adopted khadi, and quickly joined
the Congress. They changed their politi-
cal identity without changing their
mindset. Equally telling is the trajectory
of Syed Ahmad Mehdi, son of the Raja of
Pirpur and heir to the author of the infa-
mous Pirpur Report. He later became a
Congress Member of Parliament (1957-62
and 1962-67) and eventually rose to the

Usually, a state claiming to represent
Islamic ethos and interests should have
estranged relations with a nation
indulging in the religious-cultural geno-
cide of Muslims within its borders. But
Pakistan not only keeps quiet over it, it is
happy to reduce itself to the status of
China’s surrogate state.

What explains this contradiction?
Pakistan's love for Islam is easily overshad-
owed by its intrinsic contempt for its pre-
Islamic traditions that are identified with
residual India. PM Modi’'s and Union
Home Minister Amit Shah’s observation
that the Congress’s 1937 compromise
sowed the seeds of Partition is not just
rhetorical flourish but a historical fact.

The ideological pattern is clear: conces-
sions made in the name of communal
harmony neither satisfied separatist
demands nor strengthened national unity.
Instead, they emboldened the politics of
veto, grievance, and rejection that even-
tually tore the subcontinent apart.

Stressed teachers, anxious children:
A school system under growing strain

HIMADRI
SEKHAR DE

Walkinto any school today and beneath the famil-
iar buzz, you will sense something deeper — a
collective emotional fatigue. Itisn't only students
who appear overwhelmed. Parents, teachers, and
even school systems are carrying levels of stress
that were unheard of a generation ago. What we
are witnessing is not scattered anxiety; it is an
ecosystem under strain, and children are absorb-
ing the heaviest weight.

Teachers: Overworked and
Emotionally Exhausted

Teaching has always been demanding, but
today's teachers face pressures far beyond aca-
demic responsibilities. Compliance require-
ments, documentation loads, online updates,
supervisory tasks, and activity coordination
have expanded their roles dramatically. Most
teachers were trained in pedagogy, not bureau-
cratic administration. This mismatch leaves
them anxious, fatigued, and often disillu-
sioned.

Yet behind their professional roles lie private
burdens — financial worries, family issues, care-
giving responsibilities, and personal emotion-
al struggles. When a teacher
walks into a classroom deplet-
ed, the environment inevitably
absorbs that energy. As one
teacher recently putit, “We are
expected to stay calm for our students even
when we don’t have a moment to breathe our-
selves.”

Astressed teacher cannot consistently model
serenity or resilience for young minds. Their
nervous system becomes the emotional climate
of the classroom.

Parents: Pressured, Guilty, and
Overwhelmed
Ifteachers are stretched at school, parents are
stretched at home. Rising living costs, job insta-
bility, health concerns, the demands of nuclear
families, and constant comparison through
social media have placed parents under unre-
lenting pressure. Even well-intentioned parents
often operate with guilt and anxiety they
cannot fully name.

Children absorb this long before they under-
stand it. A home tinged with emotional strain
quietly becomes an extension of the stress a
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child experiences at school.

The question then becomes unavoidable:
when both teachers and parents are struggling,
who is holding the child?

Children: Navigating a High-Pressure
World

Today's students live in an environment radi-
cally different from anything previous gener-
ations experienced. Academic expectations are
higher. Social comparisons are constant. Online
personas create pressure to appear perfect.
Opportunities are vast, but so are the fears of
failing, lagging behind, or being judged.

This ional landscape is i ified b
digital exposure. Several international reviews
over the past decade show that higher smart-
phone and social media use among adolescents
correlates with elevated risks of depres-
sion, anxiety, and suicidal thinking —
especially when use becomes compul-
sive.

Yet digital factors are only one strand
in a larger web of stress, emotional overload,
and unmet developmental needs.

Increasingly frequent reports of student
self-harm and suicide are tragic reflections of
an environment that overwhelms children
with pressures they are developmentally ill-
equipped to manage. No counselling session
can offset a home or school environment sat-
urated with anxiety.

The Flawed Argument: “We Also
Faced Stress”
Adults often respond to young people’s strug-
gles by saying, “We also had stress growing up.”
But the comparison is fundamentally flawed.
The 1980s and 1990s had no smartphones, no
real-time comparison, no algorithmic pressure,
no hyper-competition, no constant academic
evaluation, and vastly less information overload.
Children today face psychological inputs atan
intensity and speed that older generations

simply did not encounter.

The world has changed. Stress has multiplied.
The ecosystem around a child is now immea-
surably heavier.

Why Fixing the Child Alone Never
Works
Children do not exist in isolation. Their mental
health is shaped by the emotional stability of
the adults around them. When teachers are
overt and parents over chil-
dren inhabit a world that mirrors this instabil-
ity. This is why one-off workshops, short coun-
selling sessions, or isolated interventions often
fail.

Real, lasting change requires strengthening
the ecosystem — the adults, the systems, the
expectations — not just the child.

The Way Forward: Healing the Whole
Ecosystem

Ahealthier educational environment demands
balanced reform across three fronts:

In Schools:

Compliance must not overshadow pedagogy.

Teachers need reasonable expectations, emo-
tional support, and training in managing the
psychological complexities of modern class-
rooms.

At Home:

Parents need guidance to reduce emotional
spillover, manage stress, and communicate in
developmentally healthy ways. A calm home
becomes a psychological buffer for children.

For Children:

Well-being must be experienced, not only
taught. Consistency between what adults
teach and how they behave is crucial.

As one counsellor said, “You cannof plant
seeds of well-being in soil that is constantly
trembling.”

A Possible Future
The crisis is real, but it is reversible. When we
recognise that children’s mental health reflects
the emotional health of the adults around them,
the path ahead becomes clearer. If we nurture
teachers, support parents, and build balanced
school systems, children will naturally experi-
ence greater security, confidence, and joy.
Amentally healthy child is not created in iso-
lation — they are shaped by the ecosystem they
grow in. Heal the ecosystem, and you heal the
child.

The writeris a positive psychology e i
specialist working in child develop- © ticinparenting
ment, i
and resilience-building for students,
teachers and families
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Higher education: A bold
blueprint for Viksit Bharat

MANOJ
TIWARI

The Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan Bill, 2025
marks a significant milestone in India's higher
education reform journey. Rooted in the con-
stitutional mandate under Entry 66 of the
Union List and aligned with the vision of the
National Education Policy (NEP), 2020, the Bill
lays a strong foundation for coordinated, trans-
parent, and globally benchmarked regulation
of higher education. The proposed framework
is both timely and progressive, with the
potential to substantially strengthen acade-
mic excellence, institutional autono-
my, and national capacity-building
across the higher education ecosys-
tem.

India’s higher education landscape
has witnessed unprecedented growth over the
past decades, with more than a thousand uni-
versities and tens of thousands of higher edu-
cational institutions serving over four crore
students. While this expansion has enhanced
access, it has also resulted in regulatory frag-
mentation and overlapping compliance
requirements due to the existence of multiple
statutory bodies.

The proposed Viksit Bharat Shiksha
Adhishthan (VBSA), as an apex umbrella insti-
tution, seeks to streamline this landscape by
consolidating standard-setting, accreditation,
and regulation under a unified, technology-
driven framework. For institutions of higher
learning, this rationalisation is a welcome step
towards reducing procedural redundancies
and enabling greater focus on teaching,
research, and innovation.

The Bill's emphasis on a “light but tight” reg-
ulatory architecture, as envisioned by NEP
2020, resonates strongly with the broader
higher education sector’'s commitment to
academic integrity, transparency, and innova-
tion. By shifting the regulatory focus from pre-
scriptive control to outcomes-based oversight,
supported by public self-disclosure, the pro-
posed framework promotes trust-based gov-
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Importantly, the Bill explicitly safeguards the
existing autonomy of Institutions of National
Importance, while simultaneously strengthen-
ing the overall regulatory environment for uni-
versities and other higher educational insti-
tutions. The proposed Standards Council,
Regulatory Council, and Accreditation Council-
operating independently within their respec-
tive domains-create a robust checks-and-bal-
ances mechanism that upholds academic
standards while encouraging institutional
differentiation and innovation.

From a strategic standpoint, the Viksit
Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan Bill also comple-
ments the vision of institutions of higher learn-
ing to foster interdisciplinary education,
research-driven teaching, and industry-rele-
vant skill development.

The Bill’s focus on global best practices, flex-
ible academic structures, and continuous
reskilling directly supports efforts across the
higher education sector to prepare future-
ready graduates capable of addressing
complex economic, technologi-
cal, and societal challenges.
Enhanced transparency, student
feedback-driven evaluation, and
a strong grievance redressal
mechanism further contribute to building a
learner-centric ecosystem.

Equally significant is the Bill's emphasis on
youth empowerment and Atmanirbharta in
higher education. By enabling institutions to
innovate responsibly and align academic
offerings with national development priorities,
the proposed framework strengthens the
talent pipeline essential for India’s econom-
icand social transformation. The Bill provides
an enabling environment for institutions of
higher learning to deepen their contributions
to nation-building and the broader vision of
Viksit Bharat.

In conclusion, the Viksit Bharat Shiksha
Adhishthan Bill, 2025 represents a forward-
looking reform that balances autonomy with
accountability, innovation with integrity, and
growth with quality. The higher education
community views this legislation as a construc-
tive step towards creating a coherent, glob-
ally competitive, and future-ready higher
education system. Institutions of higher learn-
ing remain committed to working within
this evolving framework to uphold excellence,
nurture talent, and contribute meaningfully
to India's journey towards a developed and
self-reliant nation.

ernance while ensuring acc ility. The
move towards faceless, technology-enabled
single-window systems is particularly signif-
icant, as it promises efficiency, objectivity, and
reduced administrative burden for well-per-
forming institutions.

The writer is Director, Indian
Institute of Management (@) @mktiwario9
Mumbai, and Professor, @dailypi
Industrial and Systems ° olypionser

Engineering,Indian nstute @y manof tivar-5050a63
of Technology, Kharagpur
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Insurance reforms

Need to address concerns over 100% FDI

HE Sabka Bima Sabki Raksha (Amendment
of Insurance Laws) Bill proposes to raise the
FDI (foreign direct investment) limit in the
insurance sector to 100 per cent from the exist-
ing 74 per cent. This is part of the new-genera-
tion financial sector reforms initiated by the Modi govern-
ment, which has setitself the goal of “Insurance forall” by
2047. Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has said that
raising the FDI limit to 100 per cent will help attract more
capital, improve competition and increase insurance pen-
etration by making policies more affordable. However,
concerns are being raised about this ambitious move.
Termingit “irrational”, the All India Insurance Employees
Association is apprehensive that if existing foreign part-
ners of Indian private companies decide to operate inde-
pendently, it could lead to hostile takeover bids.

The Insurance Regulatory and Development Authori-
ty of India will haveto play a proactive roleto address these
fears. It is laudable that the Bill proposes to empower the
regulator to disgorge wrongful gains made by insurersand
distribute them among affected policy-holders. The move
tostrengthen public sector insurance firms and give them
greater operational autonomy is also welcome. This is par-
ticularly significant in the context of the government'sdis-
closure that the Adani Group is among the top recipients
of investments by the Life Insurance Corporation (LIC).
However, the FM's claim that her ministry does notissue
any advisory or directions to the LIC regarding its invest-
ment decisions has not found many takers.

Composite licensing, a long-pending demand of the
industry, hasbeen excluded from the Bill's purview. Such
licensing allows an insurer to offer life, health and gener-
al insurance under oneroof, in line with the global prefer-
ence for integrated models. In view of such lacunae, it will
be challenging for the government to achieve universal
insurance coverage and improve ease of doing business
in this key sector. Safeguarding the interests of policy-
holders will require stronger long-term commitment.

Adeadly convergence

Kabaddi, cash and the underworld

HE murder of kabaddi team promoter Rana
Balachauria in Mohali is not an isolated
crime; itis the latest flashpoint in along-sim-
mering gang rivalry that has steadily
encroached upon Punjab’s sporting and cul-
tural spaces. Shotdead in the middle of a tournament, in
front of hundreds of spectators, Balachauria’s killing
lays bare how deeply organised crime has penetrated
what was once a symbol of rural pride and athletic tradi-
tion. Investigations and subsequent arrests point to a
familiar pattern. Rival gangs, locked in turf wars across
the Majha region, are no longer fighting only over land,
drugs or extortion routes. Kabaddi, which is flush with
sponsorships, betting money and local influence, has
become a lucrative arena for asserting dominance.

The so-called “Moosewala link” illustrates another
disturbing dimension. Gang claims on social media por-
traying the murder as revenge for the killing of singer
Sidhu Moosewala may or may not withstand police
serutiny, but their intent is clear: to mythologise violence,
draw lines of allegiance and amplify fear. Similar tactics
were seen after the murders of kabaddi players and pro-
moters, including Sandeep Nangal Ambian. What makes
the situation more alarming is the recurring overlap
between gangs and sportspersons themselves, as seen in
other cases where kabaddi players have figured among
accused or victims. This blurring of lines corrodes the
credibility of sport and exposes young athletes to crimi-
nal networks masquerading as patrons and protectors.

Political outrage after each killing rings hollow
unless followed by sustained action. Arrests, while nec-
essary, are not sufficient. The state must dismantle the
financial ecosystems that allow gangs to thrive in
sports, regulate tournaments, track funding sources
and protect players and promoters who refuse to align
with criminal interests. Kabaddi should not become col-
lateral damage in Punjab’s gang wars.

OPINION
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Munir tightens grip on unstable Pakistan

The military establishment is strugglmg to push the narrative of smooth governance

RANA BANERJI
FORMER SPECIAL SECRETARY,
CABINET SECRETARIAT

VEN as the dust set-

tles on the mysteri-

ous six-day delay in

notifying Field Mar-

shal Asim Munir as
Pakistan’s Chief of Defence
Forces (CDF), the omnipotent
military establishment has not
been able to comfortably push
the narrative of smooth gover-
nance and stability on the polit-
ical and economic fronts.

The confusion temporarily led
to speculation about former PM
Nawaz Sharif's unease over
Munir’s assumption of absolute
powers. However, saner counsel
seems to have prevailed as the

)
STRATEGV The mlmg partyis bankmg on the military leadership for long-term survival. ReUTERS

fomenting vested political agita-
tion and instability in cohorts
with political elements and in
certain other matters” would be

Pakistan Muslim League (Nawaz) ~ dealt with separately.
will have to keep relying on the Thestiff sentence of 14-year rig-
army leadership’s assi for  orous impri was unex-
long-term political survival —the  pected. Apart from suggesting
CDF will now remain in place for ~ that senior army Generals were
nearly two years beyond the next  not exempt from accountability,
general election. its timing marked a warning
On December 11, announcing  against possible voices of dissent
the verdict of the much-delayed  opposed to Munir's extended

Feld General Court Martial
(FGCM) against Faiz Hameed,
now divested of military rank,
the Inter Services Public Rela-
tions (ISPR) indicated that the
FGCM had found him guilty on
all four charges — engaging in
political activities, violating the
Official Secrets Act in a manner
“detrimental to the safety and
interest of the state”, misuse of
authority and  government
resources, and causing wrongful
loss to individuals. Ilemphasxsed

coterminous tenure as CDF and
Army Chief. It also left open scope
for Hameed to turn approver
against Imran at a later stage.
The army leadership changedits
strategy of providing regular
access to Pakistan Tehreek-e-
Insaf (PTI) leaders and Imran's

Political stability is
provingto be elusive
in Pakistan, while
things are no betteron
the economic front.

tion, a new 23-member political
coordination committee of the
PTI was set up to act as an inter-
face with the military establish:

in KP and Balochistan, he cau-
tioned that in an Islamic state,
only the State could declarejihad.
The question-answer session at
the conference was strictly regu-
lated and Munir walked away
even as a few lone voices raised
murmurs of dissent, dissociating

madrasa education from terror.
Thejudiciary has remained mut-
ed and sullen, even as sections of
the Bar at the national and provin-
cial levels continue o criticise the
26th and 27th Amendments. Jus-
tice Tariq Mehmood Jahangiri
1 in the Islamabad High

ment. Headed by advocate
Salman Akram Raja, it comprises
mare moderates and only a sprin-
kling of known hardliners.
Mehmood Khan  Achakzai,

Court to defend the veracity of his
law degree, but Chief Justice Dog-
ar disregarded his request to
recuse himself from the hearing.
With political stability proving

ting writeup (December 9), ‘Five
for Fifty: Toward an economic
vision for Pakistan’, that the
average Pakistani could earn as
much as any other citizen of the
world for the next 50 years if only
it sustains average per capita
income growth of 5 per cent a
year. He believes what has held
Pakistan back is not a lack of tal-
ent or effort, but absence of a
clear, sustained economic vision.
The country needed a regime
change to realise its potential, Atif
wrote, qualifying that he meant
this “not in political terms neces-
sarily, but in strategic policy™.

Referring to the Special Invest-
ment Facilitation Council, which
has failed to significantly open
up foreign investment channels
despite being under direct mili-
tary supervision, Atif pointed out
that Pakistan’s policy establish-
ment still misunderstood what
investment was, repeatedly mis-
taking inflows of borrowed dol-
lars for growth-generating capi-
tal. The economic partnership
with China had not been well-
designed, he felt, built on tech-
nology transfer, skills and higher
domestic productivity. Instead,
policy leaned on fossil-fuel power
plants, often in the wrong places
and with high fixed and operat-
ing costs in dollars. This resulted
“in a zombie power sector, which
the government is now trying to
rescue by taxing electricity!”

He lamented poor policy choic-
es that had locked Pakistan intoa
stagnation regime, citing exam-
ples of “real-estate-driven elite
capture, institutional support for
negative-sum games of sectarian-
ism”, even the “most recently

that “all legal rights, i
the right to a defence team of his
choice” had been complied with.

Significantly, in a thinly veiled
threat to implicate former PM
Imran Khanin a future military
trial, the ISPR elaborated that
Hameed's ‘“involvement in

relatives tomeet himin Adialajail.  Leader of the Opposition in the  elusive, Pakistan has fared nobet-  appointed specml czar forcrypto!”
After a long gap, when rumours  National Assembly, wasincluded.  teronth ront. Though after abolishing the
surfaoed about his well«bemg and On the other hand, Sohail Afridi, the International Monetary Fund  post of Chairman, Joint Chiefs of
ingtoan undi newly-: dChief Ministerof ~ appi 1 $12-billion disburse-  StaffCommittee, Munirhasstillnot
location, one of his sisters was Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP), has  ment under its existing Extended Awhowill k ito
allowed to see him. Imran s ex-  beentasked with upping the ante  Fund Facility, there were stern  the fourstar slot of Commander;
wife Jemima Kh: in  ofpublic protests in his province.  strictures focusing on inadequate ~ Strategic Forces. Among his most
atweet on X to Elon Musk about Addressingthe National Ulema  combating of corruption and  trusted lieutenants, Lt Gen Asim
hissonsnotbeing allowedtocom-  Conference in Islamabad on inability to prevent siphoning of Malik. DG,ISI though
municate with him. This allega- December 10, Asim Munirurged  funds by business elites. his fouryear term on this rank end-
tion was strenuously denied by  religious scholars to help foster Embarrassingly forthem)lltary ed in October: Others from the 80th
the Foreign Office. national unity and provide better estabhshment well-known US-  Pakistan Military Academy course
While Imran has not relin- quality education in based Pakistani-origin. batch of seniormost three-star Gen-
quished his posture of confronta-  Referring to persisting terrorism ~ Atif Mian argued in his hard-hit-  eralsawait this decision anxiously.

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

CBhe Tribune.

LAHORE, FRIDAY, DECEMBER 18,1925

‘India in 1924-25’
PROF Rushbrook Wl]llams s ‘India in 1924-25’, like its predeces-
sors, isasi ing volume. Besides being a mine of offi-
cial information, it is a survey, necessarily rapid and somewhat one-
sided but none-the-less valuable, of all or most of the events of any
importance in the economic or political sphere that happened in
India during the year under review. In the first chapter, the writer
treats such questions as India’s relations with her northern neigh-
bours; conditions on the North-West frontier in 1924, including Hin-
du-Muslim relations and the deplorable happemngs at Knhat the

attitude of the edu of Indi-
an detence particularly such quesuuns as the Indianisation of the
ranks, and th of having an Indian Sand-

hurst; the relations of India and the Empire, and the views of edu-
cated classes thereon; and the posmon of the Indians abruad The
second chapter deals wi h hy;

of the provincial constitution; the demand for advance in the cen-
tral government; the Muddiman Committee; the position of thelocal
self-government and its general tendencies; questions of law and
order; crime during the year, both ordinary and revolutionary; Indi-
an jails; civil justice and legislation. The third chapter gives an idea
of central and provineial finance; provincial contributions; the Tax-
ation Enquiry Committee; separation of railways from general
finances; retrenchment and financial equilibrium: a forecast of the
1925-26 expenditure; and a survey of India’s imports and exports.

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY

The civil-military divide is the most fundamental fracture in Pakistan’s body politic. —Noam Chomsky

Monkeys remain
aconstantin Shimla

Anuj ToMAR

hisbook, Simla Pust and Present (1904), Edward Buck wrote: "Of

recentyears, the monkeys have by im-

, they are terribly destructive pests in station gardens and do not

improveour houses by frolicking on their roofs. The native population

ofthe station, huwever acceptsthe pcsmon with that quiet resignation

forwhich thei of Hind and inthe Lakkar
Bazaar the bundars’ are particularly numerous and mischievous.”

More than a century later, nolmuchhaschanged we suﬂer?he
same predi withaspirit ofc
quent and peopl bitten. I have the rare distinction of having been
bitten twice, thrice shy. Woefully, umpteen schemes to cull, relocate,
repel, reform or morally uplift the ‘bundars’ have come to naught.

Meanwhile, the simians are thriving — indeed, one might say they
areexperiencing agolden age of petty crime of sorts. One often encoun-
ters them perched on their vantage positions, eyeing the passershy as
though deciding who will be mugged next, by baring their fangs.

They commit daylight robberies with the élan of seasoned brig-
ands, relieving unsuspecting folks of their bags and eatables.
Stealing eyewear — spectacles and sunglasses — is their pre-
ferred modus operandi. A monkey will duly return your prescrip-
tion glasses, but only upon receiving an appropriate ransom —
bananas, roasted gram or biscuits. Their terms are non-nego-
tiable, and they accept neither UPI nor pleas for mercy.

Inone suchnotable heist, a monkey was spotted perched atop atin
roof clutching a bundle of currency notes, perhaps a chance prize
froma hed bag. Then, in what 1tobea moment of gen-
erosity or sheer mischief, he began raining the notes down one by
one —a sight generally associated with politicians, not wildlife. And
the crowd below scrambled for the airborne moolah. Surprised by
the attention, this cash-rich crook swiftly retreated into trees, but
continued to shower currency like a furry philanthropist on the
move. It did attract sufficient public and media attention.

A rowdy troop of monkeys waylaid a young officer and his wife
while they were strolling down the Mall Road. Sizing up the situa-
tion—and their chances —they reluctantly sacrificed their softys to
the furry assailants. The wife took a dig, “Since when have officers
been afraid of monkeys?” Salvaging the situation, he quipped,
“Indeed, but the monkeys wouldn't know, would they?”

Adding to the general chaos, the city’s traffic now crawls late into
thenight, thanks to the perpetual tourist rush. This nocturnal rack-
et and large bright mast lights across the town have inspired the
monkeys to adopt a nightlife of their own too. Where once they
retired at dusk, they now prowl after dark with the confidence of
nightelub regulars. Their urbane ways of life can be a cause of envy.

And thus, Shimla continues its century-old uneasy cohabitation
of the primates — one securing their doors and windows with iron
grills and running for cover at the sound of monkey chatter, whilst
the other unabashedly dictating terms, and every now and then
violently shaking a tree branch in a frenzy to drive home their
undisputed dominance. Truly, some traditions never die.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Desist from exploiting flyers
1t refers to ‘IndiGo fiasco must spur course
correction’; the Competition Commission of
India, a government body regulating fair mar-
ket practices, should cap the share of aviation
players to prevent dominance of any one of
them. No airline should be allowed to have
more than 25% market share, There should be
itable distribution of airport like
slots and gates to prevent control by a few. The
DGCA must enforce stricter, proactive over-
sight, especially regarding new rules like
Flight Duty Time Limitations and crew roster-
ing. The ultimate goal should be to provide
congenial atmosphere to the airlines as well as
passengers. Facilitation, not exploitation,
should be the thumb rule.
KR BHARTI, SHIMLA

Study implications of Bill
Refer to ‘Higher education Bill'; putting the
three regulatory bodies — UGC, AICTE and
NCTE — under a unified architecture aligns
with the National Education Policy’s promise of
‘light but tight’ regulation. The aim is clear:
reduce bureaucratic clutter, harmonise stan-
dards across dxscnplmes and allow mshtut.mns
greater ibility while mai
accountability. The Bill's tenacity will be judged
not by its architecture alone but by its execution
— whether it genuinely simplifies regulation,
protects institutional autonomy and raises aca-
demic standards. Its success will rest on
whether it empowers universities tothink freely,
teach boldly and compete globally, rather than
merely regulating them efficiently.

YASH PAL RALHAN, JALANDHAR

Discrepancies in facts

Apropos of ‘Revisiting the valour of 9 JATinthe
1971 battle of Chhamb’; the article has some
inaccuracies. Firstly, no ‘deep’ recce was per-
mitted, only tactical patrols could be sent across
the Line of Control. Secondly, the writer states
that 9 JAT moved forward on December 4; how-
ever, the withdrawal of 191 Infantry Brigade
took place two days later on the night of Decem-
ber 6, s0 there was no question of them crossing
each another. Thirdly, Armour support was
available, and tanks of 9 Horse and 72
Armoured Regiment were deployed in the
vicinity. Three enemy tanks of 28 Cavalry were
knocked out and captured by us. Fourthly, each

infantry brigade was provided adequate
artillerysupport. Lastly, it is incorrect tosay that
valour was not recognised; citations of deserv-
ing personnel were sent up by the division to
the corps HQ. As a matter of fact, Maj HS Gre-
wal of 9 JAT was posthumously awarded a Vir
Chakra for fighting this battle.

MAJ GEN AJS SANDHU (RETD), BY MAIL

PM's presence essential
Refer to ‘Missing in Parliament’; at a time
when the Parliament is in session and public
trust in institutions is under strain, the Prime
Minister's physical presence in the House is
not optional — it is essential. No foreign visit,
however well-intentioned, can substitute the
constitutional responsibility of debating on
issues affecting the nation. India’s democracy
demands that its highest legislative authority
answer questions, face scrutiny and convince
the Opposition, before projecting its successful
leadership abroad. For the Prime Minister,
domestic duty should come first.

‘GAURAV BADHWAR, ROHTAK

Modi des difficult questi
With reference to ‘Missing in Parliament’;
the issue of the PM’s absence from parlia-
mentary debate is an important one. It seems
PM Modi wants to evade criticism or opposi-
tion. He has not faced the press in the past 10
years. Just a mere reference to the Gujarat
riots during an interview by Karan Thapar
made him walk away. He does not interact
with the press during his foreign visits nor
does he allow foreign dignitaries to hold a
Jjoint press conference in India.

PRIT PAL SINGH, BY MAIL

Procedural safeguards
‘The decision of a Delhi court refusing to take
cognisance of the Enforcement Directorate’s
money laundering complaint against Con-
gress leaders, Sonia Gandhi and Rahul, in the
National Herald case underscores the central-
ity of due process in criminal jurisprudence.
By holding that proceedings under the Pre-
vention of Money Laundering Act cannot be
sustained in the absence of an FIR relating to
a scheduled offence, the court has reaffirmed
(hat prucedural safeguards are not mere tech-
but dational legal i its.

RUKMA SHARMA, JALANDHAR

Letters to the Editor, typed in double space, should not exceed the 200-word limit.
These should be cogently written and can be sent by e-mail to: Letters@tribunemail.com
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India’s 390 mn kids must
look towards Australia

MADHUR M MAHAJAN

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR, GGDSD
COLLEGE, CHANDIGARH

USTRALIA has become the
first country in the world to
ban social media for children

tions do not prevent teens from joining
platforms. The DPDP Act strengthens pro-
tections for minors by requiring parental
consent for children's data, prohibiting tar-
geted advertising and introducing penal-
ties for misuse of sensitive data.

However, execution gaps persist. Age
verification remains voluntary and incon-
sistent; explicit and violent content
remains accessible. The regulatory regime
doesnot prevent children's access outright
but places responsibilities on platforms.
Thus, the burden of monitoring falls on
parents, schools and users themselves.

Social media is increasing anxiety,

under 16 effective Dx b
0. This law emerged from evi-
dence gathered from behavioural studies
conducted in Australian schools that
excessive screen exposure among younger
teens reduced academic focus and
increased the influence of social media on
i emotional de Cyber-
bullying, sexual exploitation and algo-
rithm-driven content significantly worsen
anxiety, depression, poor sleep and addic-
tive behaviours among adolescents.

Platforms like Facebook, Instagram,
YouTube, Kick, Reddit, Snapchat,
Threads, TikTok, Twitch, etc have been
asked to block millions of accounts of
users below the age 16. The new law
provides enforcement powers to the
eSafety Commissioner to pass correc-
tive directions to non-compliant plat-
forms and financial penalties of up to
$33 million on such companies.

Social media companies have criticised
the feasibility and cost of universal age
verification, warning of potential privacy
risks and user drop-off.

In India, the laws on social media regula-
tion are governed through the Information
Technology Act, 2000; the Information Tech-
nology (Intermediary Guidelines and Digi-
tal Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021; and the
Digital Personal Data Protection Act(DPDP
Act), 2023. While these regulate how plat-
forms process children’s data, what safety
mechanisms they must maintain and how
quickly harmful content must be removed.
‘The 2021 Intermediary Rules require plat-
forms to deploy grievance officers, ensure
content takedown within specified time-
lines and maintain due diligence practices.

Social media intermediaries offer
parental grievance channels and height-
ened safety features, though these obliga-

and low self-est driven by
social comparison, cyberbullying and
unrealistic online ideals. Studies indicate
that 27% of teens show addiction symp-
toms and 65% feel inadequate due to
online content, affecting academics and
relationships. Concerns include sleep dis-
orders (40% affected), cyberbullying and
body-image issues. A study reveals that
about 73% of children aged 8-
13intier-I and tier-II cities are
using social media apps,
exposing them tosuch vulner-
abilities at a very early age.

India should draw inspira-
tion from Australia rather
than relying solely on volun-
tary compliance. It should set
up an age limit for accessing
such platforms and impose
meaningful penalties for vio-
lations. A comprehensive
model that provides scope for
shared devices, differing liter-
acy levels and digital-access disparities is
needed. Access to educational tools
should not be restricted under the guise
of age-control measures. Over-verifica-
tion and collection of personal data,
excessive control and vague discretionary
enforcement should be avoided.

With over 390 million children aged 0-
16, India's youth represents an extraordi-
nary reservoir of promise. Their minds,
still forming, must be shielded from the
clatter that undermines their confidence
and clouds their vision.

Stronger safeguards, humane policies
and responsible technology can create a
digital space where young minds grow, not
wither. Eventually, the measure of a nation
isnotjust inwhat it builds, but in how gen-
tly it protects the dreams of its children.
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Children must be
shielded from the clatter
thatundermines their
confidence.

Safety features must be
embeddedina
platformss core

architecture.
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Inbuiltwarnings can act
as deterrent for children

JOEL SCANLAN

SR LECTURER, CYBERSECURITY &
PRIVACY, UNIVERSITY OF TASMANIA

HE tech industry’s unofficial
motto for two decades was "move
fast and break things." The phi-
losophy broke more than just
taxi monopolies or hotel chains.
It also constructed a digital world filled with
risks for our most vulnerable. In 2024-25
alone, the Australian Centre to Counter
Child Exploitation received nearly 83000
reports of online child sexual exploitation

form allows harmful pathways to exist.

We are already seeing this when platforms
with histories of harm add new features —
suchas "trusted connections" on Roblox that
limits in-game connections only to people
the child also knows in the real world. This
feature should have existed from the start.

Aresearch conducted in partnership with
the University of Tasmania challenges the
industry narrative that safety is "too hard" or
"too costly’ to implement. Simple, well-
designed interventions can disrupt harmful
behaviours without breaking the user experi-
ence for the others. A finding comes froma
partnership with a large adult site, Pornhub,
In the first publicly evaluated deterrence
intervention, when a user searched for key-
‘words associated with child abuse, they did-
nt just hit a blank wall. They triggered a
‘warning message and a chatbot directing the
user to therapeutic help.

material, primarily on plat-
forms—a 41% increase from the year before.

We observedads illegal
‘material, but also more than 80% of users who

Also, links between adol ' use of
social media and a range of harms
have been found, such as adverse
mental health outcomes, substance
abuse and risky sexual behaviours,
These findings represent the fail-
ure of a digital ecosystem built on
profit rather than protection.

With the government's ban on
social media accounts for under-
16s having taken effect recently as
well as age assurance for logged-in
search engine users from Decem-
ber 27 and adult content from
March 9, 2026, we have reached a
landmark moment. But we must
be clear about what this regulation achieves
and what it ignores.

The ban may keep some children out (if
they dont circumvent it), but it does nothing
tofix the harmful archi iting them
upon return. Nor does it take steps to modify
the harmful behaviour of some adult users.
‘We need meaningful change toward a digital
duty of care, where platforms are legally
required to anticipate and mitigate harm.

Currently, online safety often relies on a
"whack-a-mole" approach: platforms wait for
users toreport harmful content, then moder-
ators remove it. It is reactive, slow and often

thisinter did notattempt
tosearch for that content on Pornhub again in
that session. This data is consistent with find-
ings from three randomised controlled trials.
The warning that Google displays directs
users to ‘Stop It Now' if they search for ille-
gal material relating to child sexual exploita-
tion. By interrupting the user's flow with a
clear deterrent message, we can stopa harm-
ful thought from becoming a harmful action.
This is safety by design, using a platform's
own interface to protect the community.
This iswhyit's vital to include a digital duty
of care in online safety legislation. Instead of
users entering at their own risk, online plat-
forms would be responsible for identifying
andmitigating risks, such asalgorithms that
recommend harmful contentor search fune-
tions that help users access illegal material.
Platforms can start making meaningful
changes today. Examples include imple-
menting grooming detection (enabling the
automated detection of perpetrators tryingto
exploit kids), blocking the sharing of abuse
imagery and videos and the links to websites
that host such material, as well as proactively
removing harm pathways that target the vul-
nerable— such as children online being able
tointeract with adults not known to them.
Deterrence messaging plays arole too —

traumatising for the human derats 38) clear when users
involved. We need safety by design. Safety ~ search for harmful terms is effective. Tech
features must be embedded in a platform's  cc ies should test what works, shar-

core architecture. It moves beyond simply
blocking access, to questioning whythe plat-

ing data rather than hiding it.
Courtesy: The Conversation

BJP’s initiatives take nari shaktito the nextlevel

SANDEEP JOSHL

VANATHI SEINIVASAN
NATIONAL PRESIDENT, BJP MAHILA MORCHA

the Indian women's

kabaddi team defended their

World Cup title in Dhaka,

they were a team of young

women — many from small towns and

farming families — standing on a global

stage as if they had always belonged there.

Leading them was 23-year-old Sanju Devi,

daughter of daily wage workers from a

Chhattisgarh village, now Player of the
Tournament at a World Cup.

In Colombo, our specially-abled women's
team lifted the inaugural Blind Womeris T20
‘World Cup, going unbeaten through the tour-
nament and showing the world that disability
does not mean invisibility. In another comer
of the country, Arundhati Chaudhary from
Kota, who once trained with a wrist injury so
severe she could barely throw a right hook,
returned as aworld championin the 70 kg cat-
egory —and as a havaldar in the Army.

These achievements tell us that today's
Indian woman is more confident, visible
and ambitious than ever. And that confi-

dence is now an engine of India's growth.
For ourmothers' generation, a "successful”
daughterwas one whostudied well and mar-
ried "on time". Today, that definition has
exploded. On the field, women in blue and
red jerseys are normal, not rare. A girl in a
government school can point to a kabaddi
captainand say, "She looks like me." Avillage
girl can be inspired by watching a team that
proves someone like her can play for India.
Off the field, the same fearless mindset is
reshaping our economy. When Falguni Nayar
left abanking career at 50 to build Nykaa, she
was told it was too late. Today, she stands as
aone of India’s richest selfmade women and
the founder of a homegrown beauty giant. In
Bengaluru, Himani Yadav, an ITT-Guwahati
graduate, turned her own engagement ring

Divert, 17 Fit out, 19 Siren.

choice into ONYA, alab-grown diamond jew-
ellery brand that is expanding. In the Cau-
very delta, women like Madhu Nachammai
are turning local bananas into cosmetics
brands, while others build VR tourism and
10T companies from tier-Il and tier-ITI towns.

These stories are measurable. India's
female labour force participation rate,
which hovered in the low 20s a decade ago,
hasrisento 4142% in 2023-24, with especial-
ly strong gains in rural areas. Women are
working more and with a sense of purpose.

Inthe startup ecosystem, women lead orco-
lead about 18% of startups, almost double of
their share a few years ago. At the grassroots
level, women are taking charge of local gover-
nance. Around 46% of representativesin Pan-
chayati Raj institutions are women, making

Women today are asking for
partnership and respect. The
more we trust themtolead,
the higher this nation will rise.

decisions on water, health, roads and schools.

Individual courage is at the heart of these
stories, but the background hasalso changed
inimportant ways. Inthelast decade, govern-
ment initiatives have put more i

Why does this matter for India? Because
women's confidence changes everything.
‘When she works, the GDP grows. When she
buildsacompany, she creates jobs. When she
leads in local government, services improve
for communities. When she is financially
independent, the next generation is better
fed, better educated and more ambitious.

There is also a soft power dimension. A
country showcasing a world champion
kabadditeamled by avillage girl, blind crick-
eters lifting a World Cup, self-made women
billionaires, small-town tech founders and
"lakhpati didis" is sending a message: this
democracy trusts its daughters.

Yet, our work is not done. There are still
girlswhodrop out of school too early, women
held back by unpaid care work, talented
graduates who never get a safe, fair chance
to prove themselves. If New India is serious
about growth, we must back them, actively:

L] il 1st share ibilities so

power directly into women's hands. Under
the Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana, more
than half of basic bank accounts are held by
women. Under the Pradhan Mantri Mudra
Yojana, around 70% of loan accounts belong
to women, helping crores of them turn side
hustles into small businesses.

Khelo Indiaand women's leagues have cre-
ated platforms for thousands of girls to com-
pete with better coaching and infrastructure,
‘The women's record performances at games
are not flukes; they are the result of girls get-
ting a real chance to play —and play towin.

that daughters and daughters-in-law can
pursue bold careers and ventures.

® Companies must measure success not
only in profit margins but in how many
women they hire, mentor and promote.

® Political parties must keep increasing
the number of women in real decision-
making roles.

Young women today are far more confi-
dent. They are not waiting for permission;
they are asking for partnership and
respect. The more we trust them to lead,
the higher this nation will rise.
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Change for the worse
The move to alter MGNREGS beyond
recognition must be dropped

he Viksit Bharat - Guarantee for Rozgar

and Ajeevika Mission (Gramin), or VB-G

RAM G Bill, tabled in the Lok Sabha on
Tuesday to replace the Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA),
deserves to be rejected for more than one reason.
What is sought to be changed is not only the no-
menclature but also the fundamental character
of the existing Scheme (MGNREGS). This marks
yet another attempt by the BJP-led government at
the Centre to reduce the size of the devel

The story of ‘We, the moving people’

itizenship is tied to a person’s residency
in a delimited territory. A citizen is
ordinarily expected to be residing in a
particular location. The migration of
people across borders — international or within a
country — dislocates this presumed overlap
between citizenship and territory, causing a
conceptual drift. Neither governments nor
political parties are fully equipped to deal with
this, and what we see around the world is public
angst that is being harnessed for mobilisation
against recent immigrants, mass deportations
and efforts to clean up voter lists.
In India, the Election Commission of India
(ECI) is undertaking a Special Intensive Revision
(SIR) of the electoral rolls. Pushing back against

space to States. The only plausible reason for the
name change is the fact that the BJP’s ideological
master, the RSS, had strong differences with
Gandhi. The use of Gandhi’s name in the 20-year-
old scheme signifies the link to his Gram Swaraj
concept that gives importance to democratic de-
centralisation. But the new Bill, by making the
Union government virtually the sole decision
maker in the proposed law, will not make any
positive contribution in this direction. Suppor-
ters of the government point out that the increase
in the days of work to 125 in a year is a major be-
nefit for people in rural India. But, the data, on
employment given to households under the
MGNREGS, reveal that it was only during 2020-21,
the COVID-19 pandemic year, that 9.5% (nearly
7.2 million) of households actually worked for
100 days. Over the last two years, only around 7%
of families could get the full quota.

By calling the VB-G RAM G “a centrally spon-
sored scheme”, the Union government has done
away with the special status that the MGNREGS
had enjoyed, wherein it had been absorbing the
entire cost of wages payment for unskilled ma-
nual labour. In the proposed scheme, the fund-
sharing pattern between the Centre and States
generally would be 60:40. A benefit of the exist-
ing scheme was that rural wages have gone up
sharply. The finances of States are not in a robust
condition and there are apprehensions about the
likely impact of the restructuring of the GST. Be-
sides, when direct cash transfer schemes are in-
creasingly being viewed as a political game chan-
ger, it is an open secret that not many States will
be keen on participating in the fresh scheme.
More importantly, the soul of the current law — a
bottom up demand-based scheme — has been ta-
ken away. What has been proposed is a supply-
driven framework wherein allocations will be
capped, as decided by the Union government. Al-
s0, States will have to bear any excess expendi-
ture, which is a new feature. Tamil Nadu and Ker-
ala have opposed the Bill citing an undermining
of States’ interests. A feature of the Bill, which is
meant to ensure that work does not clash with
farm work during sowing/harvesting, may be in-
cluded explicitly in the MGNREGS, after consulta-
tions with States. Howsoever passionately Minis-
ter for Rural Development Shivraj Singh Chouhan
may say that the new law is in line with Gandhi’s
sentiments, good governance, which is the goal
of the idea of Ram Rajya, does not become a real-
ity without diffused grassroots democracy — a
condition neither sought to be promoted nor
nourished by the proposed legislation.

Rearguard action
India needs year-round action to tackle

fallout of change in weather
he fog season has commenced in India,
T kickstarting the annual cycle of adversity,
accidents and chaos in northern India.
The spike in particulate matter pollution after
monsoon winds, and how it lays bare the year-
round unmitigated pollution — now characteris-
tic of not only Delhi, its surrounding capital re-
gions and vast swathes of the Indo-Gangetic
plains but, increasingly, even Mumbai, Kolkata
and mushrooming urban clusters — is well
known. Fog, which results from the fall in tem-
peratures and an accumulation of moisture close
to the ground, is also accompanied by air quality
nose-diving. The air quality index (AQI) — that
anyway hovers in the danger zones of 300-400 or
‘very poor’ air — breaks through into the worst
categories of ‘severe’ and ‘severe+ (400+) trigger-
ing extended waves of panic among citizens al-
ready besieged by poor quality air. Fog does not
necessarily increase the toxicity of the air, which
is anyway beyond permissible limits, but brings
in additional catastrophes from poor visibility. So
far, at least 25 people have been killed and 59 in-
jured in fog-linked road accidents across Uttar
Pradesh, with the worst tragedy unfolding on the
Yamuna Expressway in Mathura, where a multi-
vehicle pile-up turned into an inferno. Airline op-
erations are in disarray in Delhi as 228 flights, in-
cluding 131 departures and 97 arrivals, were can-

celled and hundreds delayed on Monday.
The plummeting AQI saw emergency-level res-
trictions, called GRAP-4, come into effect in Delhi
— it bans construction and demolition activities,

pushes schools online and restricts the kinds of

vehicles that can ply. On top of this, the Delhi go-
vernment delivered a vacuous threat that vehi-
cles without a pollution under control certificate
would be denied fuel at refuelling stations, and
those that did not comply with Bharat Stage-6
emission norms would be barred from entering
city limits. This does not account for the fact that
it is the residual emissions that are unabated in
the capital region, trapped by moisture, that de-
presses the index. The Centre announces a spate
of ‘meetings’ that do little other than regurgitate
exhortations that are unheeded. This is the time
that the Commission for Air Quality Manage-
ment, an empowered body, must stress its inde-
pendence and take year-round action to ensure
that whatever the weather, Delhi’s AQI stays be-
low 350.
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to the move, the ECI told the Supreme
Court of India: “Rapid urbanisation and frequent
migration of population from one place to
another on account of education, livelihood and
other reasons have become a regular trend. Some
electors obtain registration in one place and then
shift their residence and register themselves at
another place without getting their names
deleted from the electoral roll of the initial place
of residence. This has led to an increased
possibility of repeated entries in the electoral roll.
Thus, the ECI came to the conclusion that the
situation warrants the conduct of a pan-India SIR
beginning with the State of Bihar.”

Under President Donald Trump, the United
States Department of Justice asked all 50 States to
hand over their full voter registration databases,
arguing that access to complete electoral rolls was
necessary to enforce federal election laws. The
move triggered resistance from several States.
This push coincided with a sweeping executive
order signed by Mr. Trump to reshape federal
election procedures, including a requirement for
documentary proof of U.S. citizenship, such as a
passport or birth certificate — measures
supporters say strengthen election integrity, but
which critics warn could undermine State
autonomy and restrict voter access. Around 22
million-24 million non-citizens are in the U.S.
legally; estimates of undocumented residents
vary but run into the millions. In India and the
U.S., the notion of alien voters influencing politics
is strong.

Arise in those moving out
Though the proportion of international migrants
in the world’s population has remained broadly
stable over the decades, the absolute number of
migrants has grown rapidly. Migrants as a
proportion of the global population may have
increased by only about one percentage point
since 1960 according to most estimates. But the
number of people living outside their country of
birth has expanded dramatically — from about
154 million in 1990 to over 300 million by
mid-2024 — nearly doubling in just three decades
and rising faster than the overall global
population growth.

In western countries, nativist populism is
linked to the rise in the proportion of
foreign-born residents. In the U.S., about 14%-15%

The Special
Intensive
Revision of the
electoral rolls,
Census 2027
and
delimitation
will sharpen
the migrant
imprint on
Indian politics

of the population is foreign born, up from
roughly 13% in 2010. The United Kingdom has
seen a sharper transformation: the share of those
foreign-born rose from about 8% in 2001 to
roughly 16% by 2021. Canada has one of the
highest proportions among large economies, with
about 22% of the population foreign-born.
Australia stands out, with around 31%-32% of its
population born overseas. Immigration is among
the top three issues for voters in most developed
countries in 2025, though its intensity as a
concern has reduced a bit.

Governments want to regulate and manage the
flow of people. India wants to ‘export
resources’, a euphemism for sending more
people abroad for jobs. Rich countries that need
young workers are increasingly not wanting them
to stay on and claim citizenship, but to leave after
a certain number of years. Returning migrants
will bring back new social and political attitudes.
In their host countries, they will form a labour
class without political rights — as with H-1B
workers in the U.S., though they have a distant
pathway to citizenship. The Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) countries and Singapore have
created a category of workers without any
political identity, and developed countries are
now looking at temporary workers on similar
lines.

There are about 35.4 million
Overseas Indians (people of Indian
origin); 15.8 million of them are
Indian citizens, and 19.6 million are
persons of Indian origin. Under the “ [
Representation of the People
(Amendment) Act, 2010, Indian
citizens living abroad can enrol and exercise their
franchise in their place of residence in India as
mentioned in their passport. A petition before the
Supreme Court argues that they should be able to
vote remotely. The petitioner contends that the
2010 amendment shortchanges non-resident
Indians by granting them the right to vote on the
one hand, while requiring them to be physically
present in India to actually exercise that right.

A Aw

Policies and migration
Indian government policies have also encouraged
migration from rural to urban areas and to
specific regions such as Kashmir. In 2020, the
rules for domicile in Jammu and Kashmir were
relaxed, allowing non-locals — such as
government officials posted for 10 years,
residents for 15 years, and students for seven
years — to obtain domicile status, with access to
jobs and property. While critics argue that these
changes are intended to alter the region’s
demographic composition, the government
maintains that they are meant to facilitate
development and integration.

Within national boundaries, there are other
borders, and migrations across them have
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rights. The right to vote is tied to a particular
polling booth where a citizen is ordinarily
resident. The SIR exercise is a determination of
whether one can vote, but also, perhaps more
importantly, where one can vote. The same
person voting in Maharashtra or Kerala — net
migrant-receiving States — as opposed to Bihar,
which is a net migrant-sending State, has different
political implications for national politics.

Changes in population composition affect
politics, and an example is Mumbai, where
Marathi speakers now constitute less than 40%,
while Hindi speakers are around 30%. The
nativist politics of the Shiv Sena has been
decimated; parties now routinely field
Hindi-speaking candidates in elections. In 2001,
31% of India’s population were migrants and by
2011, this proportion had increased to 38%.
Two-thirds of these migrants are women, due to
marriage. Men, who make up the remaining
third, tend to move farther and largely for
economic reasons. Census 2027 will capture the
enormity of this movement of people after nearly
two decades.

Migrating people carry attitudes, values,
stories and belief systems. The White House now
celebrates Deepavali — a practice that began in
2003. It was through migration that Vedic
practices spread from the Aryavarta
region of the epics to its eastern and
peninsular frontiers, mixing with
pre-existing lore and expanding the
cultural universe that would later be
called Hinduism. Languages move
with migrating people. Historically,
it has been a case of more men than
women who migrated, and migrating men met
native women; the languages we speak today
reflect this, Peggy Mohan argues in Father
Tongue, Motherland

Birthright citizenship

Moving people is now challenging even the idea
of birthright citizenship in countries where it
once existed unquestioned. The Trump
administration is trying to overturn a long-held
interpretation of the 14th Amendment of the U.S.
Constitution that all those born in the U.S. are
eligible for citizenship. Until recently, an
estimated 30,000 people were travelling to the
U.S. annually to give birth, and there were tour
companies that made this a business model. A
2015 law made it legal for people to seek visas for
giving birth in the U.S., but in 2020, with the rise
of Trump-era nativism, this was withdrawn.
India, through a change in its citizenship law, has
barred children born to an illegal immigrant from
acquiring citizenship by birth.

Moving people moves the history of
humankind. Moving people is remaking the
politics of India. These changes will become
visible through the Census, the SIR, and then

ion, which will redistribute Lok Sabha

political and governance es. Domicile
laws restrict access to many streams of education
and jobs to natives of a particular State or region.
‘The most significant implication of movement
within the country’s borders concerns voting

representation across State borders for the first
time in half a century.

varghese.g@thehindu.co.in

The changing patterns of India’s student migration

a decisive shift that is no longer confined to

elite universities or programmes that are
fully funded. Today’s migration is characterised
by self-financed education where middle-class
households invest heavily in the promise of a
global degree and upward social mobility. In
Ministry of External Affairs data, more than 13.2
lakh Indian students were enrolled in over 70
countries by 2023, which rose to 13.35 lakh in
2024, and projected to reach 13.8 lakh in 2025.

India is one of the top senders of international

students, with the United States and Canada as
the top destinations (40%), followed by the
United Kingdom, Australia and Germany. This
significant development is reflected in the report
of the Parliamentary Committee on the Welfare of
Indian Diaspora (2022) which engages with
students as one of India’s major diaspora
categories.

l ndia’s latest wave of student migration marks

The true picture

While all this is seen by some as a
democratisation of foreign education, with doors
opening to students from different
socio-economic classes, the reality is more
complex. Many of these students are channelled
into lower-tier institutions and vocational
colleges, into courses often unrelated to their
expertise and without much job prospects, due to
recruitment agencies that operate in a grey legal
zone. The partnership between recruitment
networks and less credible private colleges
abroad is driven primarily by commissions and
profit, reflecting the largely unregulated
expansion of the foreign education industry.

The outcome is widespread deskilling and
underemployment, with many graduates unable
to transition into skilled work. In the U.K., what
‘were once polytechnics have become universities
post 1992 that cater primarily to international
students, sometimes waiving entry requirements
and triggering controversy due to declining
academic standards. Reports suggest that
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Anu Abrah:

approximately only one in four Indian
postg‘raduates in the U.K. secures a sponsored
led visa.

Student migration from India represents a
middle-class aspiration with significant risks.
Kerala, historically defined by Gulf labour
migration, illustrates this transformation as the
Kerala Migration Survey (KMS) 2023 reports that
student migration doubled in five years, from 1.29
lakh in 2018 to 2.5 lakh in 2023, which is 11.3% of
total emigrants. Outward student remittances
from Kerala are estimated at 343,378 crore,
equivalent to about 20% of total inward
remittances from labour migrants.

Reverse remittance

Most students migrate through self-financing or
education loans, often mortgaging family
property, with the hope of better

is Senior Researcher,
Peace Research
Institute Oslo (PRIO)

The rapid
expansion of
Indian student
migration points
o
contradictions
between
aspiration and
outcome, and
opportunity
and exploitation

and higher wages that
‘would repay debts and enable
higher living standards. However,
for many, this journey ends in debt,
underemployment or forced return, ‘ | .

a phenomenon that economists ) l
describe as reverse remittances,

where Indian households subsidise foreign
economies.

Foreign students contribute significantly to
host economies. In Canada, international
students contributed about $30.9 billion to GDP
in 2022, supporting over 3,61,000 jobs. In 2023,
Canada hosted over 4,27,000 Indian students,
which is roughly 45% of international enrolments.
In the U.S., roughly 4,00,000 Indian students, in
2024, spent an estimated $7 billion-$8 billion
annually on tuition, housing and living costs,
sustaining universities and local economies.

Across destinations, students shoulder
substantial financial burdens, sc il to the

AAw
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low-wage unskilled jobs, often juggling multiple
part-time jobs, sometimes undocumented, to
work longer hours, and facing exploitation.
Restrictive visa rules, limited post-study
employment options and a lack of placement
support from low-ranked colleges exacerbate this
downward mobility. For instance, until 2024, the
U.K. allowed students to convert student visas
into care visas, offering a survival route in a tight
job market, but this pathway has since become
impossible due to new restrictions.

The local context

This outflow of students needs to be understood
within the domestic context that is driving it. Is it
the perceived lack of quality in domestic
institutions or an inability to find well-paid
domestic employment? With foreign universities
establishing offshore campuses in
Dubai, Singapore, and other
destinations offering western
degrees at lower costs, it is telling
that Indian students rarely choose
them. The reason is more
structural. For many, studying in
OECD countries is not only about
education but about permanent residency, social
mobility and an escape from a third world
identity.

Ironically, this wave of student migration has
also created a new form of cheap labour for
OECD countries, akin to Gulf labour migration
except that it is now accompanied by reverse
remittances often financed through savings and
debt.

This rapid expansion of Indian student
migration exposes deep systemic contradictions
between aspiration and outcome, and between
opporru:uty and exploitation, resulting in a
that can be described as brain

tune of ¥40 lakh-X50 lakh, to finance studies
abroad. Rising rents, restricted working hours,
and visa caps exacerbate financial and mental
strains. Unable to find skilled work, many take up

waste. It calls for stronger regulation of education
agents, pre-departure counselling, and bilateral
frameworks to ensure institutional accountability
abroad.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Contentious move

The move by the Centre to
change the name of the
rural employment scheme,
MGNREGA, to VB-G RAM G is
jarring. Where is the need to
change the name of the

greatest icon of our
freedom movement?

is a smokescreen.
Increasing the financial

scheme, named after the

Increasing the number of
man days, from 100 to 125,

Coimbatore

burden of States is the first
step that would lead to the
breakdown of the scheme.
The Centre can initiate new
welfare schemes.

S.V. Venkatakrishnan,

While the objectives of VB-G
RAM G sound good, the
mechanisms chosen to
achieve them (capped
funding, increased State
burden, central control) will
practically dilute the legal

guarantee and make the
scheme less accessible to
the rural poor. It is a fact
that India has witnessed a
gradual rise in
rural-to-urban migration
due to a lack of

opportunities in villages.
Kshirasagara Balaji Rao,
Hyderabad

Letters emailed to
letters@thehindu.co.in
must carry the full postal
address.
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Overseas Bill betrays migrant workers

n the shadow of India’s
economic ascent, millions of
its citizens — predominantly
from Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
and Kerala — embark on perilous
journeys abroad, chasing the

women and children; the new one
dilutes this to a vapid nod towards
“vulnerable classes,” a catch-all
that invites judicial foot-dragging.
The Bill’s silence on human
trafficking leaves a yawning

digital Wild West where fake jobs
lure the desperate via WhatsApp
scams, goes unmentioned.
Reintegration, that fragile
bridge home, fares no better. The
Bill murmurs of “safe return” but

A summit that rose beyond optics

The Telangana Rising Summit outlines the Congress government’s Vision 2047

STATE OF PLAY

N. Ravi Kumar

showcasing its proposed Bha-
rat Future City, which is even-
tually expected to span
30,000 acres and form an in-

mirage of dignity through sweat Rejimon chasm. Labour migrants are not skimps on funds for vocational ravikumar.n@thehindu.co.in tegral part of a three-tier deve-
and sacrifice. Kuttappan statistics; they are sons and training or trauma counselling, Telangana lopment model for Telangana.

.These are ludja‘s‘labour is a labour migration daug}ners, dispatched to h'igh-‘risk cy'm‘(.:ally excluding deportees or the Revanth Reddy- Many of the pl:ojects for which
migrants: construction workers expert corridors, where exploitation is within 182 days as led Congress govern- MoUs were signed are to be
scaling Gulf skyscrapers, domestic not an aberration but non-“returnees.” ment, the Telangana grounded there. Interestingly,
helpers scrubbing floors in Arab architecture. By scrubbing these This centralised colossus Rising Summit earlier this in a State where protests over
mansions, factory hands safeguards, the Bill does not compounds the cruelty, erecting a month was the first major land acquisition have been
assembling gadgets in Southeast facilitate mobility — it fertilises the | Delhi-dominated edifice that ground-up event of its kind common, but where land has

Asian sweatshops. They remit
billions, fuelling families back
home and propping up a gross
domestic product that aspires to
superpower status. Yet, as the

soil for modern-day slavery.
Exploitation’s machinery hums
on unchecked, too, as the Bill guts
anti-predation tools that once kept
recruitment agencies in line. Gone

sidelines the federal mosaic where
migration pulses. States such as
Kerala, with its migrant-sending
savvy, or Uttar Pradesh, cradle of
the exodus, get no seat at the

since coming to power two
years ago. Keenly watched, it
was as important for the un-
derlying message it sought to
convey as for the optics.

ed some of its poll promises,
especially the popular free
bus scheme for women, even
as delegations led by Mr. Red-
dy to Davos, the U.S., and

yielded manifold returns for
speculators and investors in a
short span on the back of ra-
pid development and growing
demand, the Future City did

Overseas Mobility (Facilitation is the 2021 mandate for Overseas Mobility Council’s table, Everything about it was | South Korea helped garner in- | not find opposition. It is possi-
and Welfare) Bill, 2025, wends its transparent fee disclosure, the nor do trade unions or rights new: the ambitious Telangana | vestment commitments for | bly because realty is a com-
way through the Indian very dam against the flood of debt | groups. Vision 2047 document for | new projects. mon denominator and cuts
Parliament, it stands not as a bondage that drowns migrants State Nodal Committees, which it served as a launch The Telangana Rising Sum- | ice across ideologies, given
shield for these foot soldiers of before they even board the flight. grassroots sentinels in the 2021 vehicle, the wide-ranging dis- | mit thus provided an oppor- | how the credit for the deve-
globalisation, but as a conveyor Today, a worker from rural draft, evaporate under centrally cussions, and the choice of the | tunity for the Chief Minister to | lopment of Cyberabad or IT

belt accelerating their slide into
exploitation.
This legislation, billed as a sleek

Bihar might fork over lakhs to a
shadowy agent for a
“guaranteed” job in

anointed officers. Crises brew
locally — family pleas
in Lucknow, hospital

proposed Bharat Future City
as the venue. Though Chief
Minister A. Revanth Reddy

elaborate on his government’s
plans to make the State a $1
trillion economy by 2034 and

hub of Hyderabad is sought to
be cornered by politicians.
If there was any opposition,

upgrade to the 1983 Emigration Riyadh, only to vigils in Thrissur — sought to avoid any political | a $3 trillion economy by 2047. | it was nothing beyond mur-
Act, is a Trojan horse of arrive facing a yet solutions gestate connotation by declaring in | The government made the | murs. While the BJP State lea-
deregulation dressed in the garb of substituted contract in air-conditioned the run-up that the two-day | most by unveiling the Vision | dership described the Summit

efficiency. It promises “facilitation”
but delivers fragility, prioritising
bureaucratic streamlining over the
blood-and-bone realities of
migrant workers. If passed
unamended, it will etch deeper
scars into India’s global workforce.

at half the pay — if
he arrives at all.
The Bill’s “accreditation”
system for agencies invites a
carnival of crooks. Emigration
Check Posts vanish in favour of
digital nods — convenient for
Delhi’s desks, catastrophic for the

isolation. Penalties,
meanwhile, limp:
recruitment rackets fined, but
traffickers and overseas tyrants
are untouched.

Time to act
India’s labour migrants are not

event would be an economic
summit and by personally in-
viting Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, the link was not ea-
sy to miss. Comments from
Opposition leaders in the State
only helped generate more
public attention.

document — the pathway with
inclusive growth as its core.
Ministers spelt out the broad
outline, discussing both op-
portunities and challenges for
their departments. While the
Chief Minister stressed the
larger picture, unveiled the Vi-

as an attempt to whitewash
the government’s failures, a
BRS leader dismissed it as a
road to a real estate venture,
and another from the party
used the occasion to recall the
its 10-year rule and how it
serves as the foundation for

Key issues worker signing away his life in a expendable exports; they are the Neither Mr. Reddy nor his | sion document and presided | the present level of interest.
Atits core, the Bill eviscerates back-alley deal. sinew of a nation that preens on government, however, is new | over MoU signings, the em- | No one, however, opposed the
enforceable rights that could Once abroad, the betrayal their remittances while pocketing to challenges. It was not just li- | phasis on team effort also sent | Bharat Future City. Given the

anchor labour migrants against
the tempests of abuse. The 2021
draft, for all its flaws, at least
envisioned migrants as agents of
their fate — empowering them to
haul exploiters into court with
their own hands. The 2025
version yanks that lifeline away,
consigning workers to the whims
of indifferent state machinery.
Worse still, the Bill abandons
the most vulnerable flanks of the

The legislation

deepens. The 2021 vision held
agencies responsible for reception,
dispute mediation, and document
renewals. Now, these duties
dissolve into “functions” for
government bodies, overburdened
and under-resourced.

billed as a sleek
upgrade to the
1983 Emigration
Act, is a Trojan

The d Information
System, touted as tech-savvy
salvation, morphs instead into a
surveillance spectre, hoovering
migrant data without consent.

their perils. The 2025 Bill will
turbocharge this inequity.
Parliament must intervene,
reinstate self-advocacy rights,
mandate fee transparency and
post-arrival safeguards, federalise
governance with civil society’s
roar, and arm penalties with
compensation claws. Define
trafficking, broaden “work” to
embrace gig frontiers, and fund
reintegration that rebuilds lives.

mited to politics; the State ad-
ministration encountered op-
position to land acquisition,
was rapped on the knuckles
when it tried to dispose of 400
acres of prime land near Hyd-
erabad, and grappled with a
resource crunch while trying
to move fast on big-ticket pro-
jects, be it Metro Rail expan-
sion or the Musi River rejuve-
nation. A proposal to raise

a clear message about who
was in the driver’s seat.

The staggering cumulative
investment commitments re-
ceived from a number of com-
panies added value to what
might otherwise have been
seen as a two-year-in-govern-
ment celebration. Though it is
knowledge that
MoUs and letters of intent take
time to fructify, the commit-

common

broad-based  development
proposed, the long gestation,
and the need for policy conti-
nuity, it is anyone’s guess as to
how it will shape. The Hydera-
bad Pharma City project,
which derailed after a change
in leadership, is a case in
point, with the Congress go-
vernment deciding to use land
acquired by the BRS for that
project for the Future City

migrant army. Labour migrationis | o of Who benefits? Not the worker The hour demands not reservations for Backward | ments worth ¥5.75 lakh crore | instead.

a gendered battlefield, with dereulati phoning home in desperation, but | facilitation, but fortification. For Castes in local bodies also ran | on projects across diverse sec- The Summit thus was a fo-
women bearing the brunt of eregu: a_llun the state logging his every move — | these workers, whose hands build into legal hurdles. tors could not be ignored. rum for the government to
trafficking and sexual violence. dressed in while foreign bosses, spared empires abroad and homes The two years were not The most significant state- | take stock and live up to the ta-
The 2021 draft imposed heftier the garb of direct penalties, laugh from afar. within, anything short is not without their share of highs. | ment the government made | gline “Telangana means busi-
penalties for crimes against efficiency Illicit online recruitment, the reform — it is rupture. The dispensation implement- | through the Summit was by | ness”.
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Record-high number of Indians deported from US. in 2025

Concern and distaste for deportations have increased among Democrats and Republicans

who feel Donald Trump is over-

FROM THE ARCHIVES
& Windu,
FIFTY YEARS AGO DECEMBER 18, 1975

Sarees export in 1974-75

DATA POINT i i i o
| stepping, a considerably high

share of them continue to believe R'Sl n g remova IS New Delhi, December 17: India’s exports trade in
The Hindu Data Team that all immigrants living illegally Data Tortha chansierasaliread from sarees amounted to a little over Rs. 7.5 crores in

were deported by the United

States to India, the highest an-
nual figure since at least 2009.
Concurrently, more than half of
surveyed Americans said that the
U.S. was doing “too much” when it
came to deporting illegal immi-
grants, according to the Pew Re-
search Centre.

The data on deportation was
provided in a reply to a question
posed by Minister Ramji Lal Su-
man in a Rajya Sabha session. The
figure for 2025 includes deporta-
tions that occurred between Janu-
ary 1 and November 28, 2025.
There were more than two times

l 12025, 3,258 Indian nationals

in the country should be deported
(Chart 3). White Republicans were
the racial group with the highest
share of respondents who believed
the same. About 40% Asian Repu-
blicans shared the same beliefs.
While only 8% of Democrats
said that all illegal immigrants
should be deported, a large share
of Democrats did believe that
some such immigrants should be.
About 16% of Black Democrats
wanted the deportation of all ille-
immigrants. Hispanic respon-
dents from both parties were the
groups with the most respondents
who said no illegal immigrants
should be deported. While general
concern about Mr. Trump over-

Parliament Q&A and the Pew Research
Centre. The survey of U.S. adults was
conducted from Oct. 6-16, 2025 period

r

Chart 1: Number of Indian citizens deported by the

United States of America

There were more than two times 3,258
as many deportations this year H

3000 | yyhen compared to 2024

Chart 2A: % of U.S. adults who say that when it comes to deporting
immigrants who are living in the U.S. ilegally, the Trump administration is
doing too little/about the right amount/too much

Doing too little MM Doing about the right amount I Doing too much

197475

The saree has found a permanent place in
many a feminine wardrobe abroad despite
climatic differences and surprising range of
fashion trends.

Cotton sarees constitute the major area of
Indian exports. These fetched the bulk of
foreign exchange of Rs. 3.9 crores in 1974-75. The
export range in the group includes a variety of
sarees, such as, decontrolled powerloom sarees
grey which brought in foreign exchange worth
Rs. L13 crores (46 lakh sq. metres) during
1974-75. The main importer of this variety was
Bangladesh whose intake was 44 lakh sq.
metres, valued at Rs. 1.08 crores.

Bleached carded yarn sarees valued at Rs. 14.3
lakh were marketed in USSR, German
Democratic Republic and Saudi Arabia.
Piece-dyed fetched foreign exchange over Rs. 19

as many deportations this year | stepping in deportations increased ! 10 egl s3 lakhs. The main importers were Bangladesh,
‘when compared to 2024 (Chart1). | between March and October 2000 0 50 100 Saudi Arabia and Sudan. Hand-printed sarees

The deported individuals are
those who have, according to the
U.S. government, illegally entered
the country, overstayed their visa
validity, are staying there without
any documentation, or have crimi-
nal convictions against them.

In October this year, more than
half of the surveyed U.S. adults be-
lieved that the Trump administra-

across both parties, the same can-
not be said when it comes to their
worry about personal impact. In
March, 27% of Democrats were
worried that regardless of their im-
migration or citizenship status, a
family member, close friends, or
themselves were at risk of being
deported. By October, more than
40% of Democrats reported they

1000

ot
2008 2012 2018 2025 (till Nov.28)

Chart 3: % of U.S. adults who say that when it comes
to deporting immigrants who are living in the U.S.
illegally, the Trump administration s doing too little/

Chart 2B: % of U.S. adults who say all/some/none of the immigrants

livingin the U.S. llegally should be deported
B Deport all WS Deport some

=

Deport none

0 50

Chart 2€: % of U.S. adults who approve/disapprove of the Trump

administration's approach to immigration

valued at Rs. 10 lakhs were exported to Nepal,
Saudi Arabia and Sudan.

Silk sarees secured nearly Rs. 1.9 crores in
foreign exchange. In this group, different
varieties of silk sarees zari bordered over 90 per
cent silk handlooms, earned Rs. 64 lakhs (2.1
lakh metres). The main markets were U.K. (Rs.
27 lakhs) followed by Singapore, Kenya and
Mauritius. Other silk sarees, over 90 per cent
silk handloom, valued at Rs. 1.02 crores (3.8 lakh

tion was overstepping when it | felt this way. about the right amount/too much among... Strongly d_‘sappmve 1 35 metres) were exported to U.K. (Rs. 21.5 lakhs),
carxlne tciu‘ gegorﬁﬁ?:smln alfact, cthhe Republicatxtr: respondents vy ap; Republicans/Republican-leaning 5°’:°W"a;d‘:a"°’°ve 1 ”15 Sinfaptd)re a(le 14 l';l:hs)f Malaysia (Rs. 14 m
when asked if “all” the illegal im- id not waver in their sentiments ) omewhat approve 7 and Federal Republic of Germany (Rs. 12 ).
migrants should be depurteg. only | over the course of the year, as only oo e S About the right amount MM Too rmuch Strongly approve ‘) 24 Handloom silk sparees ernbroiderid with real zari
31% of them said yes, with more | 10% of them said the same inboth ~ mar. | 17 | 3] Neither | 10 brought in foreign exchange worth Rs. 60 lakhs
than half saying that only “some” | March and October. While con- oct.| 3¢ I | 20 | 0 15 35 and handloom silk sarees embroidered with
should be deported. cerns have risen across most racial 0 50 100 imitation zari earned Rs. 13.6 lakhs.

The disapproval of deportations | and ethnic groups, they remain . Estimates for *Asian adult: English speakers only. Asian Art silk sarees were also in demand abroad.
has increased by nine percentage | highest among Hispanic indivi-  Chart38: Democrats/Democrat-leaning icans have a relatively small ize of 190, for amargin of error of The export earnings in this field was valued at

points between March and Octob-

duals, as more than 50% of them

Too little M About the right amount Il Too much

+/-9.8 percentage points at 95% confidence.

er of this year. The increase was | said they were worried that some- vor 8 ] Note: White, Black and Asian adults include those wha report only being ane
: o -1 race and are not Hispanic; Hispanics are of any race. Black are
seen across partisan coalitions. one close to them could be deport- oct. 4L I avery small share of the population, so their responses cannot be shown
Where only 13% of Republicans | ed. Hispanic respondents, along o w0 100 | separately. “Noanswer” responses are not shown.

and Republican-leaning respon-
dents said the administration was
doing “too much” in March, 20%
of them did in October. The share

with African-American and Asian
individuals, saw spikes in the share
of people who felt the same (Chart
4). About six in ten Hispanic peo-

Chart 4: % of U.S. adults who say all/some/none of the immigrants living in the U.S. illegally should be deported among...

Chart 4A: Republicans/Republican-leaning

Chart 4B: Democrats/Democrat-leaning

Rs. 1.7 crores.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO DECEMBER 18, 1925

Sale of Kiplings work

R 3 I Deport all NN Deport some. Deport none N Deport all W Deport some: Deport none.
of Democrats and Democrat-lean- | ple say Immigration and Customs
ers who believed so also increased | Enforcement has conducted ar- White 63 2 Wi 2k New York, December 17: The sale of a collection
during this time period, chalking | rests or raids in their area in recent Hispanic 28 16 HISB'::i: :: of 622 rare Kiplingiana yielded a record price of
up to 86% in October (Chart 2). months. This is higher than the At a8 1 Rl 55 12,662 dollars. The first edition of the
Even though there is an in- | shares of Asian (47%), Black (39%) ) 13 100 a 3 100 “School-boy Lyrics” fetched 1,450 and “Echoes”

crease in the share of Republicans

or White (38%) adults who said so.

»

1,225 dollars respectively.
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Number of Number of Afghan Number of National EU members who Number of posts
government schools refugee camps shut Highway projects voted to delay the currently vacant in the
with zero students down by Pakistan behind schedule deforestation law Delhi Police

Of the 10.13 lakh
149 government

9 schools across
India, 5,149 have no students at all. And
more than 70% of these schools reporting
zero enrolment in the 2024-25 academic
year are in Telangana and West Bengal,
according to government data. en

The Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
42 province of Pakistan on

Wednesday said it has shut
down as many as 42 camps that had
housed Afghan refugees for over 40 years.
Millions of Afghan refugees crossed into
Pakistan after the Soviet invasion of
Afghanistan in 1979. eni

As many as 574 under
7 construction National

Highway (NH) projects
worth 23.60 lakh crore have exceeded their
completion schedule. Minister of Road
Transport and Highways Nitin Gadkari said
133 NH projects with total cost of about ¥1
lakh crore have been awarded. e1i

The European
40 parliament approved

an EU deal to delay its
anti-deforestation law by a year, until
December 2026, clearing the penultimate
legal hurdle before the delay can pass into
law. The parliament voted to approve the
delay, with 405 lawmakers in favour. reurers

Over 10% of the
9 248 sanctioned
, strength in

Delhi Police is currently vacant, with the
Assistant Commissioner of Police (ACP)
rank recording the highest proportion of
vacancies at over 36%. e1
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How is the Aravalli range to be protected:

Follow us 0 facebook.com/thehindu ¥ X.com/the_hindu instagram.com/the_hindu

?

How do the Aravalli hills and ranges prevent the desertification of the Indo-Gangetic plain? What were the recommendations of the Central Empowered

Committee? Why was it necessary to arrive at a uniform definition of the Aravalli hills? Has the Supreme Court completely banned mining in the ranges?

EXPLAINER

Jacob Koshy

The story so far:
he Supreme Court (SC), in an
order last month, settled on a
uniform definition of the
Aravalli hills and ranges, and
paused the grant of fresh mining leases
inside its areas spanning Delhi, Haryana,
Rajasthan and Gujarat.

‘What is the range’s significance?
Apart from being nearly two billion years
old and India’s oldest mountain range,
they serve as an important ecological
barrier to prevent the desertification of
the Indo-Gangetic plains. They help arrest
the eastward spread of the Thar Desert
into Haryana, Rajasthan and western
Uttar Pradesh, and play a major role in
stabilising climate, supporting
biodiversity, and recharging groundwater.
Stretching from Delhi to Gujarat across
650 km, the mountains support
water-recharge systems and are the
source of important rivers such as the
Chambal, Sabarmati, and Luni. It is richly
endowed with sandstone, limestone,
marble, granite, and minerals such as
lead, zinc, copper, gold, and tungsten.
While historically mined for these
resources, it has in the past four decades
been excessively quarried for stone and
sand. This has contributed to
deteriorating air quality as well as
plummeting groundwater recharge. A
proportion of the mining has also been
illegal. The Court noted that India is
bound by international commitments,
under the UN Convention to Combat
Desertification, to protect vulnerable
ecosystems such as the Aravalli range.

‘Was action taken against mining?

The Environment Ministry, since the early
1990s, has laid down rules restricting
mining to only sanctioned projects but
these have been flagrantly violated. In
2009, the SC stepped in and imposed a

Threatened landscape: A sunrise against the Aravalli mountain ranges in Ajmer, Rajasthan, in 2022. AP

blanket ban on mining in the Faridabad,
Gurugram, and Mewat districts of
Haryana. In May 2024, the SC prohibited
granting of fresh mining leases and
renewals in the range and directed its
Central Empowered Committee (CEC) to
undertake a detailed examination, leading
to a set of recommendations submitted in
March 2024. The CEC proposed a
comprehensive approach that included a
complete scientific mapping of the
Aravalli range across all States; a
macro-level environmental impact
assessment of mining activities; and strict
prohibition of mining in ecologically
sensitive areas such as protected habitats,
water bodies, tiger corridors, key aquifer
recharge zones and areas within the
National Capital Region. It urged stringent
regulation of stone-crushing units. It also
recommended that no new mining leases
or renewals be permitted until proper
mapping and impact assessments were

c d. These recc
taken up by the Court in its order of
November 2025. Futher, in june, 2025,
the Centre started an Aravalli ‘Green Wall’
project. The plan is to expand green cover
in the five-km buffer area around the
Aravallis in 29 districts of Gujarat,
Rajasthan, Haryana and Delhi. The
government said this initiative will play a
crucial role in restoring 26 million
hectares of degraded land by 2030.

‘were

‘Why a uniform definition?

The Court found that States were using
inconsistent criteria to identify Aravalli
formations. There have also been
differing definitions, including by expert
groups such as the Forest Survey of India
(FSI) on what makes up ‘Aravalli Hills and
Ranges.” In 2010, the FSI had said hills
with “(i) slope >3°, (ii) foothill buffer =
100m, (iii) inter hill distance or valley
width=500m and (iv) the area enclosed

by above defined hills from all sides,”
would make up Aravalli hill and ranges.
To resolve this, it constituted a committee
comprising representatives from the
Environment Ministry, the FSI, State
Forest Departments, the Geological
Survey of India and the CEC. This
committee was tasked with creating a
scientifically grounded, nationwide
definition of the Aravallis. The committee
submitted its findings in October 2025.
The SC committee finally ruled that only
hills above 100 metres would make the
cut. The amicus curae, K. Parameswar,
objected that this was too narrow a
definition and potentially opened all the
hills below 100 metres for mining,
compromising “...their continuity and
integrity. “ However, the Additional
Solicitor General, Aishwarya Bhati
countered that the definition on slopes,
foothill buffers etc. as proposed by the FSI
would, on the contrary, exclude large
areas from the Aravalli Hills and Ranges.
The committee recommendations of
100m was far more inclusive.

What are the SC’s other directions?
The Court directed the preparation of a
detailed Management Plan for Sustainable
Mining (MPSM) covering the entire
Aravalli range. The plan must demarcate
areas where mining must be absolutely
prohibited, identify zones where limited
and highly regulated mining may be
permitted, map sensitive habitats and
wildlife corridors, evaluate cumulative
ecological impacts, determine ecological
carrying capacity, and articulate

on and s

ion

Why was there no ban on mining?
The Court explained that past
experiences show total bans often lead to
the rise of illegal mining syndicates,
violent sand mafias and unregulated
extraction. The Court therefore opted for
a calibrated approach: existing legal
mining continues under tight regulation,
new mining is paused until a scientifically
driven plan is prepared, and permanently
sensitive areas remain off-limits.

THE GIST

v

The Environment Ministry,
since the early 1990s, has laid
down rules restricting mining
to only sanctioned projects but
these have been flagrantly
violated.

v

In June, 2025, the Centre
started an Aravalli ‘Green Wall'
project. The plan is to expand
green cover in the five-km
buffer area around the Aravallis
in 29 districts of Gujarat,
Rajasthan, Haryana and Delhi.
The government said this
initiative will play a crucial role
in restoring 26 million hectares
of degraded land by 2030.

v

The Court explained that past
experiences show total bans
often lead to the rise of illegal
mining syndicates, violent sand
mafias and unregulated
extraction.

Why have Thailand-Cambodia
border clashes flared up again?

Why is the border between the two countries contested? How did the US. broker a ceasefire?

R. Preetha

The story so far:
n December 8, Thailand
launched airstrikes into
Cambodia after clashes
erupted along their disputed
border, with both sides accusing each
other of breaching the U.S.-brokered
ceasefire in October. On December 12,
after calls with both leaders, President
Trump stated that Thailand and
Cambodia had agreed to “cease all
shooting”. However, Thailand has vowed
to continue military actions until threats
are neutralised.

‘What happened early this year?

In May 2025, tensions between the two
countries escalated when a Cambodian
soldier was killed in a skirmish, leading to
troop buildup and diplomatic strains. July
witnessed five days of intense fighting
involving artillery, rockets, and Thai

b »

airstrikes that killed at least 48 people and
displaced over 3,00,000. A ceasefire was
brokered through U.S. pressure and
Malaysian mediation, ending the tensions.
The truce was formalised in October with
an agreement signed in Kuala Lumpur.
However, in November, Thailand
suspended its implementation after a
landmine injured a soldier. It accused
Cambodia of planting new mines.

On December 7 and 8, clashes
renewed, escalating to Thai airstrikes
targeting Cambodian military sites,
including alleged rocket positions. As of
now, casualties include over 15 Thai
soldiers and dozens on the Cambodian
side, along with mass civilian evacuations.

What is the border dispute about?
The core issue is sovereignty over
un-demarcated sections of the 817-km
border, inherited from colonial-era
treaties concluded in 1904 and 1907
between France (which ruled Cambodia)

and Siam (present-day Thailand)
respectively. These agreements planned
for the boundary to follow the Dangrek
Mountains watershed, but the
French-drawn maps placed key ancient
Khmer temples, particularly Preah
Vihear, on the Cambodian side.

The 1ith century Hindu temple Preah
Vihear has been central to the dispute,
with both countries claiming historical
ownership. In 1962, the International
Court of Justice (IC]) ruled that Preah
Vihear belonged to Cambodia, although
the surrounding promontory remained
contested. Later, in 2013, the ICJ
clarification affirmed Cambodian
sovereignty over most of the area.

Nationalist sentiments in both
countries complicate the bilateral issue,
with temples reflecting historical Khmer
glory for Cambodia and territorial
integrity for Thailand. Between
2008-2011, deadly clashes occurred after
Cambodia tried to list Preah Vihear as a

UNESCO World Heritage site.

How have mediation efforts fared?
Since the major clashes in 2008-11, several
mediation efforts involving the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN), the ICJ, and external actors,
aimed at resolving the dispute, have
failed. In 2011, ASEAN, under Indonesia’s
chairmanship, played a key role. It
proposed deploying Indonesian observers
to monitor a ceasefire and support troop
withdrawals from a demilitarised zone
ordered by the I] that year. But Thailand
resisted any third-party involvement.

In 2025, renewed fighting in July led to
fresh mediation efforts. President Trump
held calls with leaders in Bangkok and
Phnom Penbh; his threats of 36% tariffs on
exports to the U.S., their biggest market,
led to an unconditional ceasefire.

‘What is the way forward?
At the border level, de-escalation should
build on measures attempted under the
October agreement, including verifiable
troop withdrawals, joint de-mining, and
direct military communication. At the
bilateral level, sustained engagement
through joint commissions is necessary
for border demarcation; Thailand’s
preference for bilateral talks must be
reconciled with Cambodia’s openness to
third-party involvement.

R. Preetha is pursuing a postgraduate
degree at Stella Maris College, Chennai.
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On December 8, Thailand
launched airstrikes into
Cambodia after clashes
erupted along their disputed
border, with both sides
accusing each other of
breaching the U.S.-brokered
ceasefire in October.

v

The 11th century Hindu temple
Preah Vihear has been central
to the dispute, with both
countries claiming historical
ownership.

v

At the border level,
de-escalation should build on
measures attempted under the
October agreement, including
verifiable troop withdrawals,
joint de-mining, and direct
military communication.
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Possible discovery of dark matter
sparks debate, experts urge caution

Physicists don't know what makes up dark matter; one hypothesis is that it is a new type of subatomic particle called WIMPs, which barely interact

with normal matter and never with light; the trick to finding them then is high-energy particles released when two WIMPs annihilate each other

Prakash Chandra

s it a false alarm or a discovery that
solves one of the greatest mysteries
in cosmology? This is the question
weighing on astronomers as they
examine a study published recently in the
Journal of Cosmology and Astroparticle
Physics, which claims to have finally
detected the elusive “dark matter”.

Dark matter is believed to have been
around for most of the 14-billion-year
history of the universe. Astronomers
began searching for it in the early 1930s
after the Swiss astronomer Fritz Zwicky
observed that galaxies in the Coma
Cluster were moving too quickly for the
amount of ordinary matter it contained.
He realised the speed of their rotation was
so great that they should have flown apart
as they didn’t have enough matter to
generate the gravity needed to hold them
together. He deduced that some hidden
mass could be providing the “extra
gravity” required for the galaxies to stay
intact. He named this dark matter.

Invisible WIMPs

According to the Standard Model of
particle physics, ordinary (baryonic)
matter that makes up the world around us
consists of elementary particles such as
baryons (protons and neutrons) and
electrons, along with massless photons of
electromagnetic radiation such as light.
Baryons themselves are made up of even
smaller particles called quarks and
gluons. But all these fundamental
particles form just 5% of all mass in the
known universe. Dark matter accounts for
27%, while a mysterious force called “dark
energy” makes up the rest.

Physicists don’t know what dark matter
is made up of, but one hypothesis they
have is a hitherto unknown type of
subatomic particle called WIMPs. The
name is short for ‘weakly interacting
massive particles’. According to
physicists, WIMPs barely interact with
normal matter and not at all with any
form of electromagnetic radiation. Since
dark matter doesn’t emit, absorb or
reflect light, astronomers can only study
its gravitational effect on visible matter,
such as stars and galaxies.

The trick to finding it is then to spot its
tell-tale signature: high-energy particles,
such as gamma-ray photons that are
released when two WIMPs collide and
annihilate each other.

New claim

Tomonori Totani of the University of
Tokyo has now claimed to have identified
just such a gamma-ray signal in his study,
using data from the Fermi Gamma-ray
Space Telescope.

“We detected gamma rays with a
photon energy of 20 giga-electron-volts
(or 20 billion electron-volts, an extremely
large amount of energy) extending in a
halo-like structure towards the centre of
the Milky Way galaxy”, Prof. Totani said.
“The gamma-ray emission component
closely matches the shape expected from
the dark matter halo.”

He added that the measured gamma
ray energy spectrum “closely matches
model predictions for the annihilation of
hypothetical WIMPs with masses roughly
500-times that of a proton.”

Astronomers always knew dark matter
must be virtually hiding in plain sight and
that they’d find it sooner or later. Has
Prof. Totani found it, however? Not quite,
say experts, as the research data have to

survive rigorous scrutiny and critical
evaluation by more independent
researchers.

“Excess’ radiation

“When we see a signal that looks like it
could be dark matter, we can check other
regions that are rich in dark matter to
look for a comparable signal there,” Tracy
Slatyer, professor of physics and Director,
MIT Centre for Theoretical Physics, told
this correspondent via email.

“Studying the detailed properties of
the signal would tell if it’s consistent with
what we expect from dark matter or if it
has traits more consistent with an
alternative source. So far, we have had
many signals that seemed at first glance
likely to be dark matter, but subsequent
in-depth analysis revealed they were from
a different source. Moreover, the overall
size of the signal is not what you would
expect from classic WIMP models (it is too
large), and when we do the test of looking
at other dark-matter-rich regions, we do
not see a corresponding signal.”

According to Rishi Khatri of the
Department of Theoretical Physics at the
Tata Institute of Fundamental Research,
Mumbai, the findings suggest the
detection of an excess of radiation
compared to what cosmologists expect
from the model of the Milky Way galaxy.

“It is possible that this excess is just

Milky Way

Scientists believe the Milky Way galaxy’s disc lies within a much larger, roughly spherical dark matter halo. GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCKPHOTO

ee

The measured gamma ray energy
spectrum closely matches model
predictions for the annihilation of
hypothetical WIMPs with masses
roughly 500-times that of a proton

TOMONORI TOTANI
UNIVERSITY OF TOKYO

pointing to something missing in the
model of our galaxy rather than dark
matter.” Prof. Khatri said in an email
interview. “Based on what the study
claims, we can predict what kind of signal
‘we can expect from other nearby galaxies
and then try to observe these signals.
There have been similar claims many
times in the past about the detection of
dark matter, but they turned out to be
false.”

Radiation from other sources
Discoveries in particle physics have to
typically reach a confidence level called ‘5
sigma’ before they are considered valid.
‘Where does the new finding stand on this
scale?

“The excess reported in the paper
seems to be quite more than 5-sigma,
without taking into account the
uncertainty in modelling,” Prof. Khatri
said. “The author has not given a number

Anillustration of the two gigantic X-ray/gamma-ray bubbles (blue-violet) known to be associated with

the Milky Way (centre). NASA

with the modelling uncertainty included.
This should give you an idea about how
uncertain we are about the uncertainty
(i.e. error on the error bars), which is very
important in such studies.” An immediate
task for astronomers would be to rule out
the possibility of the radiation coming
from some other sources of high-energy
radiation like supernovae, the explosive
deaths of massive stars; neutron stars, the
ultra-dense collapsed cores of massive
stars after supernova explosions; or black
holes.

The gravity of dark matter, like normal
matter, should cause the light passing
nearby to bend, in a phenomenon called
gravitational lensing. A spectacular
example of this is the Bullet Cluster,
where the collision of two clusters of
galaxies resulted in the separation of dark
matter from normal matter, and
astronomers could discern the halos of
dark matter around the galaxies by how
they bent the path of light.

The LCDM model

1f the findings stand up to scrutiny and it
turns out that a dark matter particle has
actually been found, the widely accepted
Lambda-Cold Dark Matter model of the
universe wouldn’t have to be modified.
This is because, as Prof. Khatri said, “A
new particle that would form dark matter
is actually included in the LCDM model.”

Instead, “what we do not know is the
exact nature of dark matter.”

And “if the dark matter is a 500 GeV
WIMP as is claimed, it would be expected
to have only very tiny interactions with
other dark matter particles or with
ordinary matter,” Prof. Slatyer said. “So it
would be safe to treat it as having only
gravitational interactions, and many of
the predictions of LCDM could remain
almost unchanged.”

One thing that can be said with
certainty is that this grand cosmic
narrative is at an exciting stage as
astronomers untangle the fabric of the
universe to try to understand its evolution
and nature.

(Prakash Chandra is a science writer.
prakashisat@gmail.com)

THE SCIENCE QUIZ

The discovery of Epimetheus

Prathmesh Kher

A
QUESTION 1

periodically catch up with each other as
they move around Saturn, and
_____.Fillin the blanks with an unusual

Greek mythology who is the brother of Y.
Together, Epimetheus and Y stand for
Hindsight and Foresight. Name Y, depicts

<

Please send in your answers

science@thet

Name the American astronomer credited
with discovering Epimetheus. He was
actually verifying Audoin Dollfus’s images,
in which the latter had discovered a
different moon. Astronomers later realised
the moon the American had spotted was a
new one: Epimitheus.

[N

QUESTION 2

Epimetheus shares its orbit with another
moon, X, the one Audoin Dollfus had found.
Kepler's laws stipulate that the moon closer
to Saturn should complete its orbit first, but
the two moons’ orbits differ so little that
they complete their orbits only 30 seconds
apart. Name X.

A
QUESTION 3
The two moons, Epimethius and X from Q2,
™M
K

phenomenon that’s the result of the moons’
gravitational interaction causing them to
share and redistribute their momentum.

[N

QUESTION 4

Both Epimetheus and X (from Q2) are
togethercalled __ because
they have enough mass for their
gravitational pull to sweep up any dust and
rocks in their respective orbits. Other
examples of such moons include Daphnis.
Fillin the blanks.

A

QUESTION 5

Epimetheus appears to have darker terrain
and smoother terrain as two types, and
astronomers have reasons to believe the
material in both areasisrichin __
Fill in the blanks.

Visual: The moon is named for a titan in

»

him performing a legendary action. Credit:
Public domain

Answers to December 11 quiz:

1. Entity for whose interpretation Born won
a Nobel - Ans: Wavefunction

2. Alternative QM formulation developed by
Born and Heisenberg - Ans: Matrix
mechanics

3. Entity whose slow motion underlies.
Born-Oppenheimer approximation - Ans:
Nuclei

4. Chinese physicist who expanded Born’s
book on crystal lattices - Ans: Kun Huang
5. Indian institution where Born spent time
in 1935-1936 - Ans: l1Sc

Visual: Olivia Newton-John

First contact: K.N. Viswanathan | Tamal
Biswas | Anmol Agrawal | Mohammad Sohail
| Parvej Khan

A

Visual: The moon is named for a titan in Greek mythology who is the
brother of Y. Together, Epimetheus and Y stand for Hindsight and
Foresight. Name Y; the image depicts him performing a legendary
action. PUBLIC DOMAIN
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Yoshinori lizuka with an ice core sample at the
Hokkaido University Institute of Low Temperature
Science, Japan. AFP

Pamir ice cores
could provide
answers to the
loss of glaciers

Agence France Presse

ressed in an orange puffer jacket,

Japanese scientist Yoshinori

lizuka stepped into a storage
freezer to retrieve an ice core he hopes
will help experts protect the world’s
disappearing glaciers.

The fist-sized sample drilled from a
mountaintop is part of an international
effort to understand why glaciers in
Tajikistan have resisted the rapid melting
seen almost everywhere else.

“If we could learn the mechanism
behind the increased volume of ice there,
then we may be able to apply that to all
the other glaciers around the world,”
potentially even helping revive them, said
Tizuka, a professor at Hokkaido
University.

Thousands of glaciers will vanish each
year in the coming decades, leaving only
a fraction standing by the end of the
century unless global warming is curbed,
a study published in Nature Climate
Change reported on December 15.

Earlier this year, lizuka and other
scientists braved harsh conditions to a site
at an altitude of 5,810 m on the
Kon-Chukurbashi ice cap in the Pamir
Mountains.

The area is the only mountainous
region on the planet where glaciers have
not only resisted melting, but have even
grown slightly, a phenomenon called the
Pamir-Karakoram anomaly.

The team drilled two ice columns
approximately 105 m long out of the
glacier.

One is being stored in an underground
sanctuary in Antarctica; the other was
shipped to lizuka’s facility, the Institute of
Low Temperature Science at Hokkaido
University in Sapporo, where the team is
hunting clues on why precipitation in the
region increased over the last century and
how the glacier has resisted melting.

The area is the only mountainous
region on the planet where
glaciers have not only resisted
melting, but have even grown
slightly

Some link the anomaly to the area’s
cold climate or even increased use of
agricultural water in Pakistan that creates
more vapour. But the ice cores are the
first opportunity to examine the anomaly
scientifically.

“By understanding the causes behind
the continuous build-up of snow from the
past to the present, we can clarify what
will happen going forward and why the
ice has grown,” lizuka said.

Since the samples arrived in
November, his team has worked in
freezing storage facilities to log the
density, alignment of snow grains, and
the structure of ice layers.

In December, the scientists were kitted
out like polar explorers to cut and shave
ice samples in the comparatively balmy
minus 20 C of their lab.

The samples can tell stories about
weather conditions going back decades or
even centuries.

Alayer of clear ice indicates a warm
period when the glacier melted and then
refroze, while a low-density layer suggests
packed snow, rather than ice, which can
help estimate precipitation.

Brittle samples with cracks,
meanwhile, indicate snowfall on
half-melted layers that then refroze.

And other clues can reveal more
information. Volcanic materials like
sulphate ions can serve as time markers
‘while water isotopes can reveal
temperatures.

The scientists hope that the samples
contain material dating back 10,000 years
or more, though much of the glacier
melted during a warm spell around 6,000
years ago.

Ancient ice would help scientists
answer questions such as “what kind of
snow was falling in this region 10,000
years ago? What was in it?” lizuka said.
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Simply essential
SIM binding to phones can check cvber crime

he Department of Telecom’s move to tighten

SIM-binding norms is driven by areal,

escalating, and costly problem.
Telecom-enabled fraud, from SIM swaps and mule

MADHAVI SINGH

hen a US federal judge

ruled inlate

November that Meta

does not maintain an

illegal monopolyin
social media, it was a reminder that even
the strongest evidence can look weak
when enforcers act too late.

Rejecting the US Federal Trade
Commission’s narrow market
definition, the court instead concluded
that Meta, formerly known as Facebook,

numbers to OTP theft, has become one of the k
links in the country’s digital economy. The Centre is
right to intervene. Communication apps can easily be
used by detached, untraceable accounts, posing a
threat to individual and national security.

E3

The new SIM binding rules mandate that
messaging apps, such as WhatsApp and
Telegram, must remain linked to the original,
active SIM card ina user’s phone, stopping
use if the SIM is removed or inactive,and
forcing web versions to log out every six
hours for re-authentication via QR code. A
SIM card is verifiably linked to an individual
(through KYC), and tied to a specific device
via IMEI so misuse via SIM swapping,
cloning, or mule phones becomes harder. The
move to extend the rigorous security model of
platforms like UPI to general communication
apps is widely seen as a necessary security
enhancement by the government and the
telecom industry. For an overwhelming
majority of users who use their messaging app
on one phone with a single, permanent SIM,
the change will seem imperceptible.

Itis perhaps true, that for those who rely
heavily on desktop/web versions for work the
directive introduces some friction and
operational challenges. But cyber-fraud losses
in India are staggering, with sophisticated
scams often exploiting accounts whose
registered SIM cards have been removed,
deactivated, or are being misused from
outside the country. This lack of an active,
traceable SIM-to-device link has allowed
fraudsters to operate with near-perfect
anonymity. By mandating continuous SIM
presence, the government is extending the
robust, proven security model used by our
banking and UPI systems, where the physical
presence of the KYC-verified SIM is
mandatory. The directive’s requirement for
periodic logouts of web sessions (every six
hours) is a security hygiene measure, akin to
auto-logouts on banking portals, designed to
curb the remote abuse of accounts. While
inconvenient for business workflows, this
friction is the cost of closing a critical gateway
for account takeover and fraud.

That said, there are apprehensions.
Tethering a private messaging accounttoa
government-verified identity (the
KYC-linked SIM) could expose
whistleblowers by creating a single, traceable
metadata link between their official identity
and their communications. Furthermore,
there are fears over potential government
misuse of this traceability. This is where the
government must tread with caution and
absolute clarity. The success of this essential
security upgrade is contingent on its lawful
and judicious implementation. The
government must enforce SIM binding while
strictly adhering to the principles of the
Digital Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Act,
2023. The focus must be solely on traceability
for crime prevention, not data acquisition or
surveillance.

POCKET: Al Now

RAVIKANTH

againsta broad array of rivals
suchas TikTok and YouTube. While
legal scholars can and will dissect the
opinion, the biggest takeaway is that
timing matters in dynamic markets,
implying that antitrust authorities must
develop a preventive approach, rather
than relying solely on reactive measures.

The case centered on Facebook’s
acquisitions of Instagram in 2012 and
‘WhatsApp in 2014, when both were
unmistakably competitive threats.
Facebook said so itself: internal emails
and strategy documents spelled out its
intention to copy, acquire, or neutralize
rivals, while the firm’s leaders explicitly
acknowledged the existential threat
posed by Instagram. FTC lawyers rarely
uncover this type of smoking-gun
evidence.

But the case collapsed under the
weight of today’s market reality. Instead
of considering the world as it existed
when the mergers occurred, the court
(incorrectly) cited the rise of TikTok,
Snapchat, and YouTube Shorts as
evidence that Facebook lacked
monopoly power. But TikTok’s success
hardly disproves Facebook’s earlier
dominance, because ByteDance, its
parent company, spent vast sums on
user acquisition, at one point t i
one of the largest buyers of ads on
Facebook, Instagram, and Snap in the
US. A Chinese company with almost
unlimited capital breaking into the
market is hardly proof of healthy
competition.

LEGAL FLAWS

The flaws in the court’s reasoning reflect
adeeper problem with litigating
consummated mergers: it asks judges to
travel back in time and forget what they
now know. Questions like “Would
Instagram have become this significant
without Facebook’s investment?” or
“What competition might have emerged
if the acquisitions had not taken place?”
are inherently counterfactual. It is very
difficult to measure the impact of
competition that never existed.

This suggests that the acquisitions
should have been challenged when they
were first proposed —a difficult task,
but not as hard as challenging
consummated deals. Predicting the
future is less formidable than
reconstructing the present on the basis
of an imaginary past.

~ Antitrust delayed is
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antitrust denied

TRUST FACTOR. The Meta verdict on monopoly power offers a sobering lesson.
Rather than acting post facto, mega mergers in the big tech space must be prevented

The flaws of lat were
also on display in the Google antitrust
trial. Even asa US federal judge ruled in
2024 that Google had illegally
monopolised general-search services,
the remedy was softened by the
perception that Al chatbots were already
reshaping the market. Even the boldest
proposed remedies centered less on
restoring competition in searchand
more on ensuring that the next tech
frontier remains open.

The same dynamic was evident in the
landmark antitrust case that the US
federal government brought against
Microsoft in the 1990s. Instead of
reviving competition in operating
systems, where Microsoft’s dominance
was entrenched, the litigation cleared
space for the next generation of
companies by preventing Microsoft

and W pp in the first
place, but erred on the side of caution,
fearing false positives and believing that
the market would self-correct. But that
decision has proved impossible to
unwind, even though Facebook’s
acquisition of direct competitorsina
competitive market should have beena
straightforward win for antitrust
authorities — the verykind of textbook
harm the law is designed to prevent.

To their credit, the FTC and the
Department of Justice under former US
President Joe Biden had begun to
develop and use their preventive toolkit.
They challenged several mergers
(including Nvidia-Arm, Illumina-
GRAIL, and Microsoft-Activision
Blizzard), examined practices in nascent
industries such as Al partnerships, and
launched early probes into emerging

from dingits poly into
browsers and apps. Of course, this isa
worthy goal. Butillegally polised

P in the cloud computing and
semiconductor markets. But the
dulum h: back under Donald

markets need not be treated as a fait
accompli.

In fast-moving markets, prevention is
better than cure, which is why
intervening early to block illegal
mergers must be the norm, not the
exception. Regulators should have
prevented Facebook from acquiring

US antitrust regulators
now have stronger merger
guidelines and a clearer
understanding of how
digital markets work. What
they need is the political will
to act early and decisively

Trump’s second administration, which
has pursued merger settlements, dialled
back investigations into Al giants, and
revived the myth that tech firms are the
guardians of innovation and national
security.

POLITICAL WILL

Itdoesn’t have to be this way. US
antitrust regulators now have stronger
merger guidelines and a clearer
understanding of how digital markets
work. What they need is the political will
toact early and decisively.

The same applies to other
governments. The most consequential
tech mergers are reviewed
simultaneously in multiple jurisdictions,
and regulators in the European Union

and the UK also have powerful
preventive tools, including merger
review and market studies. Even just
initiating an investigation can create
enough friction and uncertainty for
parties toabandon a deal, as happened
with Nvidia-Arm and Visa-Plaid. Until
recently, the UK Competition and
Markets Authority, like the FTC and
DOJinthe US, was increasing its
scrutiny of tech mergers and
partnerships, particularly in the Al
sector.

But the global scramble to attract AT
investment has pushed competition
enforcement into retreat. Amid
increasing geopolitical turbulence,
regulators are forgetting the
hard-earned lessons of the platform era
and pulling back precisely when they
should be applying those lessons to
block anti-competitive Al mergers and
prevent the emergence of Al
monopolies. The resultis a classic
collective-action problem, even though
allit takes is one courageous
competition authority to block a global
deal and change the trajectory of an
entire market.

The Meta decision can seem like much
ado about nothing: one case that was too
difficult to win despite overwhelming
evidence. But viewed in a broader
context, it becomes clear that timing
makes all the difference in antitrust
enforcement. Regulators must learn to
flex their preventive muscle to have any
hope of taming Big Tech.

‘The writer is Deputy Director of the Thurman Arnold

Projectat Yale Law School. Copyright: Project
Syndicate, 2025

Interest rates unlikely to dip in the medium term

This is due to a combination of factors — tariff uncertainty, weakening currency, high global rates

—
Sachin Gupta

its monetary easing cycle in

February 2025, with policy rates
cut by 125 basis points by December
2025. Meanwhile, the 10-year G-sec
yield has decreased by only 17 basis
points during the same period,
indicatinga limited and gradual
pass-through of interest rate reductions
atthe longer end of the yield curve.

Likewise, the US Federal Reserve has
reduced its policy rates by 175 basis
points over the last 15 months.
Surprisingly, the 10-year Treasury yields
have increased by 38 basis points. This
shows a clear disconnect between
central banks’ expectations and the
bond market’s actual behaviour.

‘Why is this happening? Policy rates
mirror central banks’ outlook and their
informed assessment of the economy’s
interest rates. Nevertheless, actual
outcomes depend on supply-demand
dynamics, anticipated inflation, tariff
disputes, geopolitical issues, and overall
macroeconomic uncertainty, which we
have enough of. Central banks are

T he Reserve Bank of India began

attempting to drive growth (in the case
of India) and employment (in the case of
the US), but the bond market is
indicating a harsher truth of persistently
high long-term rates.

SOVEREIGN BOND MARKETS

Akey factor influencing long-term yields
is the demand and supply dynamics in
sovereign bond markets. Since many
major economies face high fiscal deficits
and substantial debt levels, the demand
for future borrowing stays elevated.
Consequently, increased net issuance of
bonds pushes up the term premium,
resulting in higher interest rates.

Specifically for India, despite an
improving fiscal position, low inflation,
strong GDP growth, and long-term
interest rates remain elevated. This can
beattributed to tariff uncertainty, a
weakening currency, and globally high
interest rates.

‘What does it mean for us? It
essentially means that despite the RBI's
actions, the long-term borrowing and
lending rates remain high. High
long-term bond yields imply high
expected bank deposit rates. High bank
deposit rates mean that banks’ cost of

RATE DYNAMICS. Uncertain times istock

funds remains high, and thus theyare
unable to reduce their lending rates. In
fact, itadversely affects banks. Their
benchmark-linked lending rates reduce
inline with the lower repo rate, even
though their cost of deposits remains
high. This impacts banks’ margins.

MACROECONOMIC RISKS

Beyond demand, supply dynamics, and
domestic factors, global macroeconomic
risks have a far-reaching impact. Trade
and tariff-related uncertainties have
added another layer of complexity.
Ongoing tariff disputes, supply-chain
realignments, and uncertainty around
UStrade policy, including

sector-specific tariffs and strategic
re-shoring incentives, continue to
influence inflation expectations and
global capital flows.

For India, uncertainty regarding
US-India trade relations, export
competitiveness, and potential
retaliatory tariffs affects currency
stability and foreign investor sentiment.
For banks, these uncertainties translate
into a higher risk premium. Currency
volatility raises hedging costs, while
geopolitical risks reduce appetite for
long-duration assets, keeping bond
yields firm even in easing cycles.

‘While central banks can guide
short-term rates, long-term yields
remain largely driven by fiscal pressures,
inflation expectations, and geopolitical
uncertainties. Globally, persistent
inflation, heavy sovereign borrowing,
and volatile capital flows continue to
hold long-term yields high. In my view,
none of these risks is likely to abate in
the near term; hence, long-term interest
rates in India and globally are unlikely to
decline in the near future.

‘The writer is Chief Rating Officer & ED, CareEdge
Ratings

If you do my homework, that's wrong! If you
z take my parents’ job and do it, that's right?!"”
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For transparency

Apropos “How tax havens really help
in raising debt” (December 13). The
widespread use of offshore hubs to
issue corporate debt highlightsa
grey zone between efficient finance
andaggressive taxavoidance. For
many multinational firms, tax havens
are no longer vaults for hidden
profits but conduits that lower
borrowing casts through treaty
benefits and interest deductions.
While such structures may be legal

restore balance between mobile
capitaland sovereign revenue.

The challenge s not to choke access
toglobal finance but to ensure
transparency and fairness.

K Chidanand Kumar

Bengaluru

Delhi’s deadly air

Thisis with reference tothe article
‘Delhi’s deadly air crisis’ (December
17). The twin issues of pollution in
the Capital and stubble burning in

and commercially rational, they
steadily erode the tax base of
developing economies like India.
Regulators have responded with
GAARand global anti avoidance
norms, which are necessary to

tates of Punjab,
Haryanaand Rajasthan have been
debated for along time without any
amicable solutions.

Every problem has asolution if our
politicians think beyond politics and

takea scientific approach. The Delhi
government should appoint an
expert committee to advise the
government on reusing the stubble
for productive purposes. The
farmers should be given reasonable
compensation for not burningthe
stubble. The Centre and States must
putaside politicsand actin syncto
solvethis issue.

Veena Shenoy

Thane

FPI pull out

Apropos “Selling season”,
(December 17)The relentless
foreign portfolio outflows this year,
exceeding ¥1.6 lakh crore, have
understandably deepened the

rupee’s slide and raised worries
aboutavicious cycle of depreciation
and further selling

Yet domestic investors have stepped
in robustly, pouring in record sums
into the markets.

High valuations and US tariffs have
driven much of this caution abroad,
narrowing the gap with cheaper
emerging peers.

Still, with corporate earnings likely to
recover and valuations now more
competitive, adeft RBI approachto

Cumin acreage, alesson
Apropos ‘Cumin acreage may
decline ... Subdued China demand”
(December 17).

Itisalesson that dependence

on one market for agri
commodities severely affects
domestic farmers.

When domestic consumption
cannot beincreased overnight to
offset subdued export to China,
trade agreements that Indiais
entering with many other smaller

rupee =
extremes without rigid defence —
could help restore confidence and
draw flows back .

M Barathi

Bagehon

tions due to US tariff pressure,
must be well utilised and the
government can appoint anodal
officer to oversee such issues.
Rajiv M:
Halekere Vilage (Karnataka)
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The end of
MGNREGS

VB-G RAM G’s funding and administrative
structure should strengthen and expand rural
jobs, not weaken the scheme

he Union government sprang a surprise in

Parliament this week by introducing the Viksit

Bharat Guarantee for Rozgar and Aajeevika

Mission (Gramin) or VB-G RAM G, toreplace
the two-decade-old Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS), a
showpiece of the previous UPA administration. Beyond
the obvious political overtones in renaming a project
thatonce netted the Congress rich electoral dividends
and engineering an abbreviation with ideological
alignment with the ruling coalition, three aspects of the
debate merit discussion.

One, the proposal expands the statutory guarantee of
wage employment in every financial year from 100
days to125 days, a welcome development in a country
where chunks of the rural population move between
relative comfort and destitution with alarming
regularity. The bill suggests paying an allowance
within 15 days of application of work, potentially easing
chronic delays in payments. It delineates clear focus
areas for asset creation such as water security or
climate adaptation, a good step for a programme
where the quality of assets is sometimes sub-par. And
itmandates regular audits, fraud detection, GPS and
mobile-based monitoring — which could be of helpina
scheme where allegations of corruption are rife.

Two, the bill proposes sharing of financial liability
between the Centre and the states in a 90:10 ratio for
northeastern and Himalayan states, and 60:40 for
other states and Union territories with a legislature.
Plus, any additional spends — MGNREGS was demand
driven, which meant that the Centre paid if additional
work demand was made —will be borne by the state
government. This might ease central finances (the
wage cost of MGNREGS was fully funded by the Centre,
with states chipping in for the material cost), butitis
unclear if this is sustainable for any state againsta
backdrop where even rich provinces such as
Mabharashtra are struggling to balance their books. Itis
also unclear where poor states, where the demand for
workis high, will find the money. This newspaper has
expressed concern over profligate spending by states —
across the political spectrum —on freebies and poll
sops. This cannot be allowed to hurt the scheme.

Three, VB-G RAM G's design —where the Centre,
based on objective parameters it prescribes,
determines the state-wise normative allocation for
each financial year —sets the stage for more friction
between the Centre and states not ruled by the BJP.

Despite all its faults, MGNREGS was an important
pillar for the rural economy for two decades, bothasa
cushion for the poor in good years and a lifeline in
moments of distress such as demonetisation or after
the pandemic. It buoyed peasants, seta floor for rural
wages, and just like the PM-Anna Yojana, worked asa
safety net. Politics should not overwhelm its core
mission. VB-G RAM G should aim to do more.

Uncapped but very
much in demand

alf (39 out of 77) the sold players in the IPL 2026

mini-auction on Tuesday were uncapped

players. Three of them — Kartik Sharma,
Prashant Veer and Auqib Nabi —were among the top
10 most expensive buys. And several others were
talents scouted from the domestic T20 leagues around
the country. This represents a shift in how IPL teams
are going about building their squad —Dby i
early in homegrown talent. Chennai Super Kings, for
instance, was looking for players to replace Mahendra
Singh Dhoni and Ravindra Jadeja. They could have
gone for tried and tested pros, and a few years back,
they would have done exactly that. But this time, they
chose to trust youth and their scouting teams to pick
19-year-old Sharma and 20-year-old Veer. Their
decision was also likely influenced by the 2025 season,
when, after a disastrous start, the team introduced
young replacements who made an immediate impact.

To be sure, this strategy has also been forced upon
teams because players from England and Australia
aren’talways available for the whole season and there
aren’tenough top T20 players from other countries.
Having Indian players in the squad means continuity
and better control for the team management.
Asolder, marquee players retire, spottingand

backing the next generation of Indian stars is no longer
about waiting for players to emerge on the
international stage; it is about signing them up early,
and hoping that potential turns into performance.
Venture capitalists would approve.

America-first compass |g

The US’s new National
Security Strategy signals
a "hands-off” approach
towards matters that are
not of American
interests. All tools will be
used to ensure the US’s
primacy remains intact

ot even the most blasé
among us can complain of
boredom in international
politics. Events are mov-
ing so swiftly that it is
becoming increasingly dif-
ficult to keep up with the latest devel-
opments, even for those in the busi-
ness. One of the most drastic changes
thatoccurred recently was the shift in
the US's geopolitical compass, as
underlined in its new National Security
Strategy (NSS) released by the Donald
‘Trump administration. It is an aston-
ishing document, quite unlike what is
expected of ag,lobal power. The shon

world". His second one simply wantsa
safe western hemisphere, and leaves
the rest of the world to fend for itself,
unless US security is involved — in
which case, Washington expects each
power tostep up and contribute rather
than leaving itto US troops and money.
‘That said, itstill mentions the vitality of
uninterrupted oil and the
security of Israel, among
otherissues. But the USis not
gettinginto “nation-building”.
Thaterais over.

Then, there is the rather

unusuallistof threats. In 2017, Tara
Kartha

the list of threats included
Russia, China, and North
Korea. This time, North Korea

and for those who seek to engage with

Agau]. while the 2017 iteration called
out China’s increasing threat in all
areas, this one recognises China's eco-
nomic muscle and calls for a “rebal-
ance” of America’s economic relation-
ship with China, “prioritizing reciproc-
ity and fairness” even while
noting that, to realise the
objective of reaching a
$40-trillion economy, it may
need strong trade with Bei-
jing. That’s supply-chain
dependence talking. How-
ever, italso calls fora policy of
strong de(en—ence o prevent
war in the Indo-P: recog-

Whl]e thv: 2017 NSS. celled olll Chma s mcreasmg thrent in allareas, thisone

with China. AP

sels’. Itis hardly surprising, given that
Ukraine's capabilities in this area are
getting weaker by the day.

In the final analysis, this is a rather
honest and realistic document — i
most ways. Honesty does take a hitas
the NSS, yet again, repeats theUSPres:-
dent’s b for end-

has been dropped, while Iran

is mentioned only in terms of praise for
Trump's air operations and Israeli
actions. Russia isseen against Europe’s
fixation onitasan “existential threat”,
and the need to end the conflict in
‘Ukraine, Thatdivide was seen recently
at the meeting of foreign ministers of
the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation
(Nato) on Ukraine. US secretary of State
Marco Rubio chose not to attend.

pointis thatithas
tions for India’s security. That might
need more changes in our policies
across multiple areas.

US administrations over the years
have released NSSs to orient the > gov-
ernment, atall level

it Germany
for “building some of the world's larg-
est processing plants in China, using
Russian gas that they cannot obtainat
home”, even as Europeans as a whole
are censured for “civilisational era-

nising that any grabbing of
‘Taiwan would affect not only semicon-
ductor access but also allow China to
dominate one of the busiest shipping
routes. But here's the diff with

ingthe India-Pakistan post-Pahalgam
conflict, but the way this document

with this on India’s terms. It is almost
the same stance when it comes to Chi~
nese salami slicing, except that Beijing
must stay aware that Taiwan remains
off bounds. Meanwhile, NSS makes
clear that there will be no space for
de-dollarisation. That will be met with
strong economic reproof. Many will
repine that the NSS no lcmger hails
Iﬂdld asa “]eadmg globa] power ".But,

itself was written is quite i
The new NSSarises out of asking three
ions. First, what “should”

the earlier approach. In line with a sim-
ilar demand it makes of i ns a]lles in
%

ital to U
Indo Pacific and for mining critical
minerals in Africa —a nod to New

theUS what labl Delhi’ In
means are; and third, how to connect  sum, thisisa no-holds barred exercise
Tt i that friends, and part-

Europe, thereisa “
instruction here as well for allies such
asJapanand Australia, which have sig-
nificant stakes in the region.

‘Thisis where Indiaalso comes in for
mention. Since India will also suffer
from such Chinese transgressions,
Washing‘on wants “strong coopera-
tion” with New Delhi. That seems tobe
alrightwith the Indian Navy. It has just
cleared 237,99 for sustain-

tion of their choosing, Everything, from

budgeting to fighting doctrines of the

armed forces, is based on the docu-

ment. As such, it is usually big on

“vision” in terms of global interests and
needed

sure”, du
things, too much migration—which it
flagsas beingatan end. These are dan-
gerous paths to tread at a time when
right-wing parties such as the Alterna-
tive for Germany have been increasing

‘Trump's first talked of

their vote-share, as part of a surge in
such politi i

“advancing American influence in the

2024. This is bad news for Europe itself,

ing the MH-60 Seahawk order with
Lockheed Martin. This was welcomed
in no uncertain terms by the US State
departmenton X.com. Meanwhile, itis
worth noting that almost all of the
Indian Navy's recent p\uchases are
from the US, with General Ele
ering the 'Next Generation Missile Ves-

basic parameters of any NSS, which no
amount of fine language can get past.
New Delhi might do well to follow this
initsownNSS.

The end result of this exercise is that
the US is now clearly looking inwards,
while recognising that it does not want
or care to engage in costly adventures
oulside its hem]sphere Butthatdoesn't

ica’s primacy doesn't count.
It W|.ll use all available levers to fulfil
thatobjective, including “strategic use
of tariffs". So, it's more of the same
together with a “hands-off” policy on
most crises that don't affect the US
directly. For India, this means more
adventurism by Pakistan —asalso the
obverse, which is the freedom to deal

ners that American interests come first,
and all tools will be used to ensure their
primacy.

Italso makesit clear that those who
‘haven'tfallen in line must come to heel
soon or else be barred from US favours,
as secretary of war Peter Hegseth said
recently. As the US ends its “nation-
building” of the past, antagonism on
India’s rise can also be expected. It
might be better to bide our time and
‘hide our strengths. Now is no time for
chestbeating. Thatis bestleft to Trump.
Itis safer thatway.

TaraKartha s former director,
National Security Council Secretariat.
Theviews expressed are personal

A remit too wide: Personality
rights without a rulebook

elebrity actors, singers, and even

sportspersons, are rushing to court to

stop the unauthorised use of their

name, face, voice or likeness. The surge
in these “personality rights” cases has coin-
cided with two developments: the rise of social
media and the emergence of Artificial Intelli-
gence (Al). Deepfakes, Al-generated voices,
manipulated images and viral memes have
made it easier to reproduce and remixa public
figure’s identity.

While the government has
recently issued AI Governance
Guidelines to address some of these
concerns, we are already witnessing
the emergence of a new kind of pri-

because someone used his photograph for
commercial gain. Other celebrities have been
distressed by deepfakes placing them in
obscene contexts, spreading rumours, or
falsely depicting them as endorsing events or
websites.

tainly jus-
tified, some seem much less so. In the absence
of objective standards, there is a tendency to
chill speech and expression and unduly inter-
fere with trade and commerce,

through blanket injunctions.
Allowing celebrities to assert near-
absolute control over how they are
referenced, represented or discussed
is in tension with recognised demo-

vateordering of rightsthroughceleb-  Aparajita  cratic values. Few benches of the
rity-led personality rights cases. The Lath Delhi High Court have cautioned
Dethi High Court’s di against an over-expansive interpreta-
media firms to protect cri Sunil tion of ity rights in DM Enter-
Gavaskar's and Andhra Pradesh dep- tainment v Baby Gift House and Digital

uty chief minister Pawan Kalyan's personality
rights are recent instances of this.

Celebrities argue that new technologies pose
risks to their reputation, privacy and liveli-
hoods. At first glance, these concerns appear
reasonable. The law must provide remedies for
defamation, obscene portrayals and material
deception of the public. I fact, the law already
does so for each of these harms. For example,
actions for defamation lie under both civiland
criminal laws; impersonation through deep-
fakes can be regulated under provisions of the
Information Technology Act and Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS); and selling, circulating
obscene material is punishable under the BNS,
Still, rather than invoking existing laws, celeb-
rities and courts are fashioning new “personal-
ity rights” without clear benchmarks for
assessing harm or misuse.

Personality rights are not statutory rights in
India. They have evolved through case law.
‘These rights allow famous people to control
the contexts in which their identity is used and
commercialised. The aspects of identity that
are protected are very broad and have been
characterised as “property rights” and include
“(a) the name, including screen name and any
abbreviation, moniker, or variation; (b) voice;
(c) image; (d) likeness; (e) distinctive perform-
ance, appearance, and mannerisms; and (f) sig-
nature and any other uniquely identifiable
attribute.” Courts invoke a medley of doctrines
drawn from privacy and ngmty trademark

Collectibles v Galactus Funware Technology in
2010 and 2023, Even the Supreme Court in Bata
India Ltd v Prakash Jha Productions (2012), in
the context of trademark law, has recognised
the importance of critical commentary and
allowed a more pemnsslve npproach for such

URSULA VON DER LEYEN
s

There is no more important act of
European defence than supporting

Ukraine’s defence. The next days will

be a crucial step for securing this, it is

up to us to choose how we fund
Ukraine’s fight

From sedition to UAPA:
Policing dissent in India

Drafted in 1870 to protect the British
Crown from political unrest and infa-
mously w1elded against figures such as Bal

ew laws reveal the Indian State’s unease
I with dissent as starkly as sedition.

purposes. Th that
news reporting, criticism, satire, parody, infor-
mational and artistic expression are protected.

However, other benches and high courts
apply different standards. They rely on subjec-
tive notions such as “negative portrayal” or
“harm to reputation” without clearly defining
what crosses the legal line.

While privacy claims are justified, lines
remain blurred when it comes to public
records of celebrities. In 1994, the Supreme
Courtin R Rajagopal v State of Tamil Nadu, had
laid down principles related to publicity rights
and the right to privacy. While the general rule
is that every citizen has the right to privacy,
information that forms part of the public
record may be published or commented on. In
this regard, many aspects of a celebrity’s iden-
tity exist in the public domain. Use of such
material, in contexts that preserve the dignity
of the celebrity, should fall within lawful use.

Another argument frequently raised by
celebrities is that unauthorised use of their per-
sona affects their right to livelihood. This claim
is often made without substantiation or evi-
dence.

Typically, the commercial success of a celeb-

law’s principles of confusion
and false advertising laws. Yet, personality
rights remain conceptually distinct from each,
lacking a coherent and settled legal foundation.
Today, the mere use of a famous personal-
ity’s identity can invite legal trouble based
solely on the celebrity’s subjective sense of
offence. For example, Abhishek Bachchan was.
unhappy because someone sold T-shirts with
his name and face. Anil Kapoor was annoyed
with people using the “jhakaas”.

rity rests on thy their films, matches,
performances and licensed endorsements. It
may not lie in eliminating every unofficial ref-
erence.

There s little evidence that parody videos or
fan merchandise meaningfully harm a celeb-
rity’s income. If anything, public engagement
often enhances it.

Faced with unclear legal boundaries. and the

and Mahatma Gandhi, Sec-
tion 124A of the erstwhile Indian Penal Code
was never meant fora constitutional
democracy. Yet, more than 70 years
after Independence, it has resurfaced
in one form or the other whenever the
State felt politically challenged by citi-
zens. As the Supreme Court now

the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, or
UAPA. Originally enacted in 1967 to deal with
secessionistmovementsand terrorism, UAPA
has evolved into India’s most formidable
national tatute.
ror code with stringent bail provisions, and
broad definitions of “unlawful” and “terrorist™
activity allows the State to treat indi-
vidualsas terrorists long before estab-
lishing guilt.
This shift is visible in some of the
most prominent political trials of
recent years. Sharjeel Imam and

re-examines the law’s constitutional Insiyah Umar Khalid were both initially
validity, it is worth noting that the UK, Vahanvaty charged with sedition in connection
from where India inherited sedition, with the Delhi riots of 2020. Yet, as the
haslongsi ignedittohistory —————  casesdeveloped, sedition receded into
The immediate spark for this judi- the background,and UAPA ultimately
cial reckoning came in February 2021, anchored their incarceration. Courts
when journalists Kishore Wangkhem- hearing bail pleas under UAPA have
cha and Kanhaiya Lal Shukla, both repeatedly emphasised that they are
charged with sedition, approached the not assessing guilt, only whether
Supreme Court challenging the law. ’ accusations appear “prima facie” true.
They argued that the vague language, Ashish As a result, punishment precedes
attemptsto“excite  Bharadwaj  proof of guilt.
" against This is the heart of the contempo-

Articles

14 (equality), 19(1)(a) (freedom of
speech), and 21 (life and liberty) of the Constitu-
tion. Their case quickly snowballed into a
broader constitutional challenge, joined by the
Editors Guild of India, the People’s Union for
Civil Liberties, Arun Shourie, Mahua Moitra,

and several others.

Sedition k Nath
Singhv. State of Bihar (1962). But what they for-
getisthe historical context in which Kedar Nath
was decided: the annexation of Goa, the 1962
war with China, and the resultant national
as poverty, drought, and sep-
aratist demands fcr independent states. [twas

rary debate. The Supreme Court is
examining sedition because it is a
colonial-eralaw at odds with modern constitu-
tional values. At the same time, UAPA hovers
over the discussion because its application
often blurs into areas that sedition once occu-
pied. If sedition reflected colonial anxiety,
'UAPA treatsdissent itself asa presumed threat.

The debate has taken on fresh urgency with
the enactment of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
in 2024, which witnessed fresh challenges to
Section 152 on the ground that itis merely sedi-
tion repackaged in even broader and vaguer
terms.

As a result, lhe Supreme Court will now

risk nf !mgaﬂon content creators,
d artists may choose toavoid ref~

Karan Johar was peeved with his name being
used in a movie title. Pawan Kalyan was upset

FACED WITH UNCLEAR
LEGAL BOUNDARIES AND
THE RISK OF LITIGATION,
CONTENT CREATORS,
BUSINESSES, PUBLISHERS
AND ARTISTS MAY CHOOSE
TO AVOID REFERENCING OR
DEPICTING PUBLIC
PERSONALITIES

depictiny
gelher The resultis a narrowing of the public
record, of satire, cultural commentary, biogra-
phy and creative expression —all of which p\ay
avital role in a democratic society.

‘While preventing malicious online content
is a legitimate goal, legal standards and the
legal process need clarity. The contours of per-
sonality rights, the harms that they seek to
defend against and the remedies that may be
claimed need to be consolidated and clarified.

Aparajita Lath is an intellectual property
nghls lawyer based in Bengaluru.

amid the Court
preserved Section 124A butread itdown sothat
itapplied only to speech inciting violence or
public disorder, while drawing a firm line dis-
tinguishing the government in power from the
nation itself. In doing so, it held that criticism of
th ituti protected.
In practice, however, that judicial promise
has frayed. In recent decades, sedition charges
have been filed for slogans, cartoons, social
media posts, and campus activism. In May
2022 ourt
step of ordering that “no coercive action” be
taken in sedition cases that remain pending
while the Union re-examines the law.
Buteven assedition receded from the head-

personal

line

lawq

ity of umutw /pro i-
i the original sedit
Ultimately, the debate over sedition isa test
of constitutional sincerity. Striking down Sec-
tion 124A may erase: colonial relic, butas long
asthe UAPA archil
freedom to dissent remains on the chopping
block— only the legal label changes. India must
hold space for disagreement even when itis
1fthe C
‘nation confident enough to tolerate disagree-
ment, the law must mirror that courage.

Insiyah Vahanvaty is a socio-political writer and
author of ‘The Fearless Judge'. Ashish Bharadwaj
is Professor & Dean of BITS Pilani’s Law School in
Mumbai, The views expressed are personal
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Trade possibilities

The latest numbers should not distract policymakers

One of the biggest global economic issues this year has been the radical shift in
America’s trade policy. United States (US) President Donald Trump imposed the
so-called reciprocal tariffs on all major trading partners and has negotiated new
terms of trade with many of them. India has stood out as an outlier in this scheme
of things. Aside from the reciprocal tariffs, the UShas imposed a penalty in terms
ofan additional 25 per cent tariff on India for importing Russian oil. India has not
beenableto resolve the issue. Since the US is India’s largest trading partner, with
India enjoying a trade surplus of over $45 billion last year, the issue has been a
cause for concern. Given the backdrop, the November trade data, released this
week, came as a pleasant surprise for most Indian observers. Merchandise
exports i 19.4 per cent y year (Y-0-Y), the quickest pace in 41
months. Exports to the US also jumped more than 22 per cent. The trade deficit,
as aresult, narrowed during the month.

Despite the adverse environment, merchandise exports have grown during
April-November, though at a modest pace of about 2.6 per cent. However, the
merchandise trade deficit has widened during this period, which is also, in part,
why the rupee has come under pressure. Therefore, from the broader policy per-
spective, better than expected trade numbers for November should not distract
policymakers from the objective of sealing a trade deal with the US. The govern-
ment is hopeful of finalising a framework trade agreement soon, which is
expected to address the massive tariff differential with competitors. This is
extremely critical. It is worth noting that the tariff differential with competitors,
which is about 30 percentage points, could push US buyers of Indian products,
particularly low-value and high-volume goods, towards suppliers from other
countries. Bringing them back might become difficult for Indian exporters ifthe
deal is significantly delayed. Thus, the risk is that part of the demand for Indian
goods may be permanently lost. Higher tariffs curtailing export demand are also
aconstraint for investment, including foreign direct investment.

Froma macroeconomic standpoint, the balance of payments turned negative
inthe second quarterthis financial year as India also witnessed capital outflows,
particularly from equity markets. Thus far this year, for instance, foreign port-
folio investors sold Indian shares worth over $18 billion. One of the reasons for
selling could be that Indian companies are not really part of the global artificial
intelligence-related investment boom. Another reason could be trade-related
uncertainties. A trade deal with the US in the coming weeks could possibly
reduce or reverse capital flows. Indiais negotiating with several trad-
ing partners other than the US, such as the European Union. Positive movement
on these will also improve confidence.

Uncertainty on both trade and capital accounts is putting pressure on the
rupee, which has fallen about 6 per cent against the dollar so far this year. In this
regard, it is worth noting that the Reserve Bank of India has done well to let the
rupee depreciate, even in real terms. While it may not fully offset the US tariff dis-
advantage, it will provide some cushion to tradable sectors, and the November
trade data may be reflecting this. Nevertheless, the markets will remain focused
on the possibility of a trade deal with the US in the near term, making it one of
the key things to watch in the weeks ahead.

Regulating higher education

The focus must be on improving outcomes

The Union government this week introduced the Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhish-
than Bill, 2025, in Parliament. The Bill envisages replacing the University Grants
Commission (UGC), the All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) and
the National Council for Teacher Education (NCTE) with asingle apex institution
called the “Viksit Bharat Shiksha Adhishthan”. The new body will function
through three distinct but interlinked verticals: A regulatory council, anaccredi-
tation council, and a standards council. Significantly, it brings institutions of
national importance such as the Indian Institutes of Technology (IITs), Indian
Institutes of Management (ITMs), National Institutes of Technology (NITs), and
Indian Institute of Science (11Sc), which have functioned under separate parlia-
mentary statutes, within a routine regulatory frame of oversight. However, it
does not cover institutions under the Pharmacy Council of India, Bar Council of
India, Veterinary Council of India, and National Medical Commission.

At present, the regulation of higher education in India is spread across
multiple with overlapping dates. The UGC oversees non-technical
universities, the AICTE is concerned with technical education, while the NCTE is
the regulatory body for teachers’ education. This multiplicity has often resulted
inslow approvals, ir i norms, and ive compliance i
Interms of performance, despite hosting over 1,300 universities and nearly 52,000
colleges, India’s gross enrolment ratio remains around 28 per cent and scale has
not translated into commensurate quality or global academic standing. India’s
higher education system continues to struggle with faculty shortages, uneven
funding, and limited research capacity. dingtoarecent parli ypanel
report, as of January 2025 more than half the professor positions, which are the
most senior academic roles, are vacant across India’s higher education system,
including at premier institutions like the IITs and central universities. Such gaps
undermine academic leadership, mentoring, and research output.

The proposed law’s attempt to merge multiple regulatory functions into one
framework needs detailed rules, a clear division of roles, and close coordination
among the Centre, states, and institutions to avoid confusion. On funding, the
current system sees the Centre disburse grants to central universities through
the UGC, while institutions such as the [ITs and ITMs receive funds directly from
the Centre. The Bill proposes that grant disbursement be done directly by the
Ministry of Education, effectively removing the grant-making role from the pro-
posed regulator. While this may simplify administrative processes, it also raises
concerns about greater centralisation of financial control. The Bill is also silent
on fee regulation. It does not empower the regulatory council to fix or cap fees,
raising fears that greater reliance on institutional self-financing could push up
costs for students. At the same time, the proposed commission is given wide
enforcement powers, including the authority to impose penalties for violations
ofthe Act, with highest fines reserved for institutions operating without approval
fromthe Centre or the state concerned. For the reform to deliver results, industry
link and skill-focused education must be central. As the Bill goes to a joint par-
liamentary committee, these operational issues must be carefully scrutinised.
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Time to raise the bar
in services exports

Growth in travel, wellness, and financial services is essential to

reduce concentration risk

DHARMAKIRTI JOSHI, ADHISH VERMA
& BHAVI SHAH

Global services exports grew at an average 6.1 per
centannually from 2014 toreach $8.6 trillion in 2024.
In the same period, global goods exports rose at a
more sedate 2.9 per cent to $24.5 trillion. The upshot
of that acceleration? The proportion of services in
total global exports climbed up a good 500 basis
pointsto 27 percent, spurringjob creation, especially
indeveloping economies.

According to a 2022 World Bank blog, services
exports crea[ed 16 million new jobs across a sample
of major developing economies between 2005 and
2018, while those supported by goods exports
declined 31 million.The trend is expected to have
conunued in recent years, glveu the mcreasmg

fmodern ingc
sive production and highly skilled labourforce

Inthis milieu, India’sservices export trajectory has
been phenomenal. For instance, while India
accounted for only 1.8 per cent of global goods exports
over the past decade and ranked 18th globally (with

h

services, which dominated before the pandemic.

OBS comprises three categories — research and
de services, pr i and manage-
ment consulting (PMC) services, and technical,
trade-related services. In 2024, OBS exports of $2.1
trillion accounted foralmost a quarter of total global
services exports.

India has been a major beneficiary of this trend.
According to the World Trade Organization (WTO),
in 2024, India was the second-largest exporter of
PMC services, which also include information tech-
nology-enabled services (ITes) and business process
outsourcing ( BPO) under the WTO classification,
after the United States.

This coincides with the rapid establishment of
global capability centres (GCCs) in India, currently
estimated at over 1,700 —or more than halfthat exist
globally. But there is a flip side to this is concentra-
tion risk. PMC and computer services account for
over 65 per cent of India’s services exports. On the
other hand, leading services exporters such as the
US, United Kingdom, Germany and China offer a far
morediverse palette of services. This means that the

China ranked first), i bal servic
Tose 10 4.2 per cent in 2024, from 3 per cent in 2014.
That growthrateof9.1
per centversus 6.1 per cent globally, positioning India
as the eighth-largest services exporter in the world in
2024, with China being the only developing country
ahead of India (more on this later).

Nearly half of our exports are in services, which
have been less affected than goods trade by the new

current towards protectionism,
ifextended toservices, could be disruptive for India.

And hereinlies the nub—shorn of PMCand com-
puter services, India does not even rank among the
global top 10 exporters in any other large services
categories such as travel, transport, and financial
services. These three account for nearly half of the
services exported worldwide.

Ourshare of the troika? A bare 1-2 per cent. That

United iff regime that haskicked in, and that
has helped navigate the ensuing turbulence. Services
used toaccount foronlyaround 30 per cent of our total
exportsadecade ago.
Additionally, the composition of servicesexportsis
inga rapid ion. Inrecentyears, the
a

othert

the biggest

ector globally, travel

poorly with a roughly 13 per cent slice of
PMCservices. In addition, while our share in global
services exports saw an uptick for most of the last
decade, the pie stagnated at 4.2 per cent in 2022,
2023and 2024.

Also, between 2014 and 2024, India has not been
able to move up from the eighth position globally,
withSi Ireland, and China and

aggressively competing for services exports and
raising their spoils faster than India.

To be sure, China is a bigger services exporter
than India, but its offerings are different. The
country dominates transport services exports
(second only to Singapore) and is likely a big exporter
of technical, trade-related, and research and devel-
opment services.

‘What that means is any efforts at diversification
of India’s services exports basket will run into stiff
competition. In any case, we need a two-pronged,
layered :(rategy premlsed on. mherent strengths
Continueto C,
ultaneously raise competitiveness in global exports
of other services. For example, globally, travel ser-
vices have grown the fastest since the pandemic and
remain the second-largest services export segment.
But for India, this segment is now a net negative for
the balance of payments, unlike earlier.

Ergo, it’s time to step up and get the mojo back.
India’s prowess in medical and wellness tourism is
well known. Government initiatives such as the
expansion of the e-visa scheme and the develop-
ment of spiritual tourism circuits should provide
further support. Medical and wellness tourism is
crucial, as it has greater potential than PMC or com-
puterservicesto createjob opportunities beyond the
metros. Other services also appear to be gaining trac-
tion. For instance, the maritime push for shipbuild-
ing, ports and waterways could propel transport
services exports.

Likewise, Gujarat International Finance Tec-City,
or GIFT City, can become a hub for financial services
exports. All said, given the global competition and
early-mover advantage of other nations, focused
efforts are needed for these initiatives to start con-

tributing toIndia’s servi portson
the global stage.

Yet another ﬂank is vucatmnal professionals.
B fafe ageing popula-

tion, particularly in advanced nations, global demand
for plumbers electricians, welders, machinists, and
g We must
step up to fill the widening skill gap in these services
bmh domestically as well as for external markets. More

ese | ions are relatively resilient
to potential 1ob disruptions from the advent of artifi-
cialintelligence.

India’s recent free trade agreements focused on
reducing restrictions on servrces exports by allawmg
easier market
mobility (penmts/vrsas) recognition of qualifications
(mutual charf accoun-
tants/nurses/: and higher i for
the education, IT and finance sectors should add toiits
competitiveness in high-value services globally,
apecrally in theIT, business and creative fields.

ices exports across multiple flanks
mustbecome a cardinal priority, grven Lheu relanvely
fast pace of growth, andIndia’
inherent advantages, even as we continue to step up
targeted efforts to boost manufacturing exports in
pharmaceuucals electronics, and defence.

The authors are, respec’uvely. chief economist, senior
and econc atCrisil

India must treat design as a civic skill

India’s cities are expanding upwards, outwards, and
into new forms of daily life. While the urban landscape
evolvesat i instituti g
ithavebarely keptpace. Theresultisatension visiblein
every metropolis: Design problems that everyone can
see, and a municipal archnecture too constrained to

cale ignofcities, then,

i Clever|

ists but across the entire governance ecosystem.
Design, in the civic sense, is not about ornamen-
tanon It is about alignment between the built
and human iour, between mobil-
ity and safety, between public investment and public
experience. The World Bank’s work on liveable cities
stresses this repeatedly: Infrastructi dsonly
when it is designed around how people actually use

It demands building the design capacity of the state
itself, so that good ideas are not defeated by the very
procedures meant to deliver them.

The scale of the challenge becomes clearer when
one examines whois expected to design
India’s urban future. A few years ago,
UN-Habitat estimated that India has
just 0.23 urban planners per 100,000
people, compared with 38 per 100,000
in the UK, and below Nigeria, which
stands at around 1.4. The Town and
Country Planning Organisation records
only 3,945 sanctioned town-planning
posts across all states and Union Terri-
tories combined. For a country with
nearly 8,000 urban centres, the paucity
is staggering. NITI Aayog's 2021 assess-
ment found that over half of India’s
statutory towns have no master plan,
and close to three-quarters of census towns have
urbanised in the absence of any formal spatial frame-
work. Yet the absence of planners is only part of the
story. India’s city-making machinery, from budget-
ing, procurement, maintenance, departmental silos
is structured in ways that often override, dilute or
reverse designintent. Even when cities know what to
build, the how defeats them.

This is why design failures in India cannot be
understood purely as aesthetic or infrastructural
shortcomings. A dangerous intersection, an unus-
able footpath, or a metro station hostile to pedes-
tnans is rarely the pmduct of one poor decision. It is

that were never
built to integrate design thinking in the first place.
Correctmg Xndla 's urban form, [herefore, reqmres

CONURBATION

AMIT KAPOOR

it, not how bureaucracies imagine they should.
United Nations Development Programme’s (UNDP’s)
design-thinking frameworks go further, describing
public systems that listen before deciding, test sol-
utions before scaling them, and view
citizensas co-creators rather than pass-
ive recipients.

This approach is needed in India,
where municipal routines still default
to a mid-20th-century logic. Budgets
are allocated departmentally rather

a shared framework, modestly i mernvmg consrst-
encyini ion. Surat’
has attempted to integrate climate data, flood pat-
terns and land-use decisions, treating extreme
weather as a design and governance issue rather
thanapurely emergency response. These effortsare
far from perfect, but they show what can happen
when design principles start entering municipal
routines rather than remaining isolated in consul-
tant reports. Even India’s flagship metros are recog-
nising the costs of neglected design capacity. In
Bengaluru, the newly constituted Greater Bengaluru
Authority recently moved to recruit in-house urban
designers and planners after years of public frustra-
tion with flooding, fractured footpaths and uncoor-
dinated projects. These efforts are telling without
1 design i i even signi

investment yields disappointing outcomes.

What would it mean, then, to treat design as a

than by ,such as or
heat resilience. Procurement frame-
works reward the lowest-cost contrac-
tor even for complex puhhc space or

civicskill? It would mean shifting budgets from line
items to outcomes — for example, not “¥X crore for
roads” but “X per cent improvement in pedestrian
safety”. It would mean procurement models that

transport projects
determines long-term performance. In
such a system, design intent disinte-
grates on contact. The newly bu.ll{ foot-

1 qualityand usability, notjust cost. It would
mean rrammgward engineersto eva]uate pro;ects by
walking ] , ot just.
ings. It would mean that citizens mcludmg street

path that narrows theb p pl

in full afternoon sun, the flyover that channels
pedestrians into blind corners are the visible symp-
toms of a capacity failure. The people making daily
operational decisions — engineers, ward officers,
contractors, accounts clerks, traffic police — rarely
receive training in spatial thinking or user-centred
design, yet they shape more of the city than any
architect ever will.

Some Indian cities are beginning to experiment
with this shift, even ifunevenly. Chennai’s “Complete
Streets” programme, for instance, moved beyond
one-off beautification by training engineers, updat-
ing street design templates, and piloting corridors
that were refined through on-ground observation of
pedestrian behaviour. Pune’s street design guide-
lines similarly offered departments and contractors

vendors, students, waste workers are
invited into the design process because they hold the
tacit knowledge planners often miss.

Much of the infrastructure the country will rely
on in 2050 has not yet been built. Decisions taken
now will lock in mobility patterns, heat exposure,
public life and climate resilience for generations.
Good design will matter and so does the capacity to
deliver good design. India needs more design-
thinkers inside its institutions. If it becomes a
normal part of governance, then cities will begin to
work in ways that feel intuitive rather than exhaust-
ing. The challenge is immense, but the opportunity
is greater

The au(hor is chair, Institute for Competitiveness.
X: @kautiliya. With inputs from Meenakshi Ajith

Malala beyond theicon

photo, callsin distress,
alarmed by relatives phoning
from back home. What makes
this episode stand outis Ms

T
SMALALA
EYOQUSAFZAI

Finding My Wayisalso
candid about the costs of
“sainthood”. Ms Yousafzai
writesabout PTSD and ther-

obligations in Pakistan. At 20, she is earn-
ing more than her family ever had. yet
living paycheque to paycheque, funding
mortgages, school fees, medical bills,

BOOK
REVIEW

VEENU SANDHU

For more lhan adecade, Malala Yousaf-
din the public
as asymbol rather than a person. She has
been described as heroic, an icon of girls’
education, even saintly. Just as often,
she has been dismissed as a carefully
crafted narrative. FindingMy Way, her
latest book and her most revealing, sets
out toanswer a quieter question: Whois
Malalato herself?

Ms Yousafzai, now 28, writes from a
distance that her earlier books did not
afford her. JAm Malala, co-written with
journalist Christina Lamb and published

in 2013 (a year before her Nobel Peace
Prize atage 17), was the testimony of a
teenager who had survived being shot in
the head by the Taliban. WcAreDls-

rowing club because boats drifting down
theriver look “dreamy”; enrolling herself
attheIslamicSociety, the Christian
Union, and the Hindu Soclety inabidto

placed (2019) explored th refu-
gees and statelessness. Finding My Way
issomething else entirely. It is a coming-
of-age memoir that insists on the legit-
imacy of ordinariness. Itis about
wanting to fitinat school in Birming-
ham, at Oxford, and in friendships not
defined by a Nobel. It is about girlhood,
campuslife, first love, and the uncom-
fortable truth that living fully can feel
likea betrayal.

Much of the book unfolds at Oxford,

fromthe
inside. There is asurreal moment at the
Oxford Union when, queuing tosign up,
she spots her own photographona
banner of famous past speakers — Ein-
stein, Malcolm X, Queen Elizabeth II,
Ronald Reagan... and Malala. It is unsett-
ling, being fossilised into history when
sheis barely out of adolescence and

religiou

Yousafzai’s refusal toseeitasa
simple liberation versus con-
servatism debate. She under-
stands the bind intimately. If
she wants to advocate for girls’
education and equality in Pak-

apy, about the pressure to be
cons[antly usehﬂ — to Lravel

even university education for others.
If the world expects solemnity from

givep
Oxford, this

i, Finding My Way gleefully

refuses t

the fore. She skips tutorials to
fly from Lebanon (touring

omply. There are

misadventures, and first love, which

Ieads toawonderfully absurd episode
ing Axe body spray (“Anarchy

istan, she hasto be “inoffen- ion pro-
ive i . Cloth . ith Apple CEO Ti
Sbl::fﬁf;ﬂxi narzecea?.\se Finding My Way %ﬁiﬁsmmgﬁg (corne;:l-n
she wants them to be, but gvma:flijr”“m’ ing Justin Trudeau ahead of
;. ublished by
because freedom, especially a Weldenfeld & Nicolson rhe G7), onl‘y tobe gently but
woman’s freedom, cannot firmly reminded by her tutor

remain private for long,

305 pages 3699

thatactivism cannot replace
education. It

trying hard to be justone of th ds
She writes about surveillance, about
how a pho[ograph of her walking backto

where Ms Yousafzai studies

rowing practice, wearing

politicsand economics at Lady Margaret
Hall. The details are often funny, enough
tomakeyou laugh out loud, but also
reflective: Signing up for cricket and bad-
minton because they remind her of
Mingora, her birthplace in Pakistan’s
Swat valley; impulsively joining the

jeans and abomber jacket, exploded on
Pakistani social media. Thereaction is
swiftand vicious, with accusations of
obscenity, and moral collapse. Even her
mother, who once swatted Prince
Harry’s hand away when he put his arm
around Ms Yousafzai's shoulders fora

Equally toher
are Western critiques of her
headscarfas asymbol of oppression. Ms
Yousafzai rejects both with

XL”).Shespraysit all over herbody asa
strategy to neutralise romantic distrac-
tion, prompting her friend to remark
that her room smellslike “patriarchy”.
Later, she writes with equal honesty
about deeper loveand marriage, an
instituti d would

self-image. For the first time,
sheisnot exemplary Sheisabad stu-
ent, 1, and over

equal clarity. Her scarves connect her to
ahome she has lost; they signal to girls in
Pakistan that she has not erased them to
become acceptable elsewhere. A girlina
scarf, she insists, can walk alone, row a
boat, gotouniversity. Itis aquiet, con-

sidered radicalism.
o0 090

‘The book, which humanises her,
challenges another assumption — that
Ms Yousafzai’s activism is born out of
privilege. In one chapter, she explains
that her speaking fees are not pocket
‘money but the financial backbone of her
family’slifein the UK, and of extended

never include her and which she event-
ually approaches on her own terms.

Threaded through the funisthe real-
ity of Afghanistan after the US withdra-
wal and Taliban takeover, and of girls
married offat 14 in her grandparents’ vil-
lage of mud houses in Shangla. Itisin
this village that she has built a four-
storey school, a metaphor for resilience
made concrete.
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1,386-KM ROAD PROJECT TO HALVE TRAVEL TIME

4 years of delay, short 87-km stretch derails
Rs 1-lakh-crore Delhi-Mumbai Expressway

Project scrapped
in March 2023,
re-awarded to
same Pune firm
months later

Dheeraj Mishra
New Delhi, December17

THREE SMALL stretches in
Gujarat adding up to just
87 km and awarded to a Pune
contractor have ended up de-
railing the massive 1,386-km
Delhi-Mumbai Expressway
project being built at a cost of
Rs 1.04 lakh crore, The Indian

Express haslearnt.

Delhi, JUJUWA
Sohnal UTTAR Projectcost  Totalspent
RAJASTHAN PRADESH ~ 31,228¢cr  ¥59.56cr 4.85% =
Existing NH-48 Dausa Length: 35km completed
DELHI-MUMBAI Kota KARVAD-JUJUWA
EXPRESSWAY <& Projectcost  Total spent
i 82Acr  U79er 21.75%
‘ Ratlam 4 piva completed
PRADESH
Vadodara TALSARI-KARVAD
Surat: Projectcost  Total spent
THE87-KMSTRETCH 31,560cr  I565cr 36.23%
Length: 25 km completed
Mumbai
lumbai ™ Most package: for between March and June 2026

‘The Pune contractor, Road-
way Solutions India Infra Ltd
(RSIIL), was first awarded all

' HASINA’S SON SAJEEB WAZED JOY
‘Threat to India very
real, Yunus trying to
bring Islamists to
power via rigged poll’
‘Ispeak to my mother (Sheikh Hasina)

regularly on the phone. I have been to
Delhi once and plan to go again’

EXPRESS
exclusive

Ritu Sarin
New Delhi, December 17

IN FIRST remarks on the an-
nouncement of elections in
Bangladesh next February and
the ban that rules out participa-
tion of Awami League, Sajeeb
Wazed Joy, son and advisor of
ousted Prime Minister Sheikh

&

&

Sajeeb Wazed Joy is sonand
advisor of ousted Bangladesh
PM Sheikh Hasina

ities of extremist elements
Lhrea[enmg the Indian High

Hasina, saic 1there,
ment in Dhaka, headed by Mu- These are excerpts fromthe
hammad Yunus, was attempt-  interview with Wazed:
ingtoappointanIslamicregime.
Healsowarned thatthesecurity ~ You and your mother
situationinBangladeshposeda  Sheikh Hasina are in exile.
heightened threat toIndia. Begum Khaleda Ziais
Fifty-four-year-old Wazed, critically illand her son
wholivesintheUS, madethese ~ Tarique has not returned
remarks in an email interview  to Bangladesh. Could this
with TheIndian Expressonthe  be the end of the two most
day Delhi 1Dhaka’s  ps in
High C to convey politics?

India’s “strong concerns” over
the deteriorating security situ-
ation in Bangladesh and activ-

Happening
today

©INDIA AND THE UAE will
begin ajoint military exercise
to enhance interoperability and
foster defence cooperation.
Exercise Desert Cyclone will

be held until December 30.

TRACK THIS AND MORE ON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

1 cannot speak for the Zia
family, but my mother did not
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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these three stretches in 2021.
Two of these were scrapped in
March2023 due todelays, only
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to be re-awarded to the same
company in November 2023
afterit bid the lowest.

In Conversation With
The J&K Chief Minister

Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Omar Abdullah in conversation
with The Indian Express National Opinion Editor Vandita Mishra at

the Express Adda in New Delhi on Wednesday. Renuka pur

JAIPUR, KOLKATA,

Stand-up comic, poet,
storyteller Zakir Khan
isguest at Addatoday

HeenaKhandelwal
Mumbai, December17

ZAKIR KHAN dons many hats
— stand-up comedian, writer,
poet, lyricist and actor — and
hasemerged asone ofthe most
recognisable voices of contem-
poraryIndianstorytelling. Over
the last decade, he has builta
loyal following through a
deeply personal brand of hu-
mour that blends romance,
heartbreak, family, ambition
and quiet resilience. Most re-
cently, in August 2025, he be-
camethe first Indian comedian
to headline a full-length Hindi
stand-up show at the iconic
Madison Square Garden in
New York.

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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At the end of almost four
yearsnow, less than 20 per cent
of the 87 km has been com-
pleted, raising red flags in the
Ministry of Road Transport and
Highways. And frustrated at
the slow progress, the NHAI is
now considering issuing no-
ticesto RSIIL, that may evenre-
sult in the termination of the
contract.

When contacted, Navjeet
Gadhoke, Director, RSIIL, at-
tributed the delay to “non-
provision of land by NHAI”.

NHALI officials, however,
blamed non-performance by
RSIIL and contractual disputes
and litigations foradversely af-
fecting the pace of execution.

The Expressway, which
passesthrough Delhi, Haryana,

»CONTINUED ONPAGE 2
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BAN ON ENTRY OF NON-BS VI CARS KICKS IN TODAY

Air toxic, Delhi govt

makes 50

work

from home amust

Rs10,000tobe
given to verified
construction
workers affected
by GRAP rules

Drishti Jain
&Devansh Mittal
New Delhi, December 17

THE GOVERNMENT of Delhi
will provide one-time assis-
tance of Rs 10,000 each to con-
struction workers hit by restric-
tions imposed on building
activities under Stage 3 of the
Graded Response Action Plan
(GRAP)to combatair pollution,
Labour Minister Kapil Mishra
announced on Wednesday.

Mishra also directed that
from Thursday, all government
and private institutions in
Delhi must mandatorily switch
to ‘work from home’ for 50 per
cent of their employees.

‘The decisions are part of a

EXPLAINED

SCsuggestions
AsDelhi moved totakesteps,
the Supreme Courtcalled
foralong-term plan instead

The Capital's air quality has been
dropping since the beginning of
November. GAJENDRA YADAV

series of steps announced by
the Delhi government in re-
sponse to the alarming decline
inairqualityin the Capital since

ofsshort-term It
called foraplantodoaway
with toll plazas from
OctobertoJanuary 2026.

RELATED REPORT, PAGE 3

the of November.
OnTuesday, itannounced a
ban on the entry into Delhi of
private vehicles that are regis-
tered outside the Capital and
are not compliant with the
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Bondi shooter came to Hyderabad
for nikah in 2001, with son later

Nikhila Henry
Hyderabad, December 17

BONDI BEACH shooter Sajid
Akram brought his European-
origin wife to Hyderabad in
2001 foranikah ceremony, and
his son Naveed Akram — a co-
accused in the terror attack —
around 2004-05 to introduce
him to his parents, The Indian
Express has learnt based on
conversations with investiga-
torswho have questioned close

relatives.

After 15 people were killed
in the mass shooting that oc-
curred duringa Hanukkah cel-
ebration in Sydney, law en-
forcement agencies identified
the gunmen as Sajid (50) and
his son Naveed (24). While the
formerleft for Australia in 1998,
the latter was born there.

“Sajid’s family had to be
questioned because we needed
to know whether they had any
inkling about the attack. They

CHARGESHEET FILED, TRIAL BEGINS DECEMBER 22
Zubeen was made to go to sea, not
enough done to save him: Police

Sukrita Baruah
Guwahati, December17

FROM ALLEGEDLY encourag-
ing Zubeen Garg to ventureinto
the sea while drunk to not
doing enough to save him —
the chargesheet submitted last
week in connection with the
death of the

uper-

starin Singapore on September
19details why the state govern-
ment believes murder charges
should be invoked against the
accused, The Indian Express
haslearnt.

This is in line with what
Chief Minister Himanta Biswa
Sarma has said more than once
~that thesinger’sdeath was not
anaccident buta murder.

Zubeen was in Singapore as
a cultural brand ambassador

for the North East India Festi-
val. Before the festival began,
he went for a yacht outing, re-
portedly  organised by
members of the Assam Associ-
ation Singapore, and lost con-
sciousness while swimming.
Hewas declared dead at Singa-
pore General Hospital. The
death certificate issued by Sin-
gapore authorities stated that
the cause of death was drown-

© BOOK BY ASHOK TANDON, A MEMBER OF VAJPAYEE’S PMO, SHEDS NEW LIGHT ON THE GOINGS-ON WITHIN THE RULING COALITION AND THE OPPOSITION

When NDA considered govt minus Va]payee, and BJP suggested he be President

Vikas Pathak
New Delhi, December 17

'WHEN ATAL Bihari Vajpayee’s
13-month government fell by
one vote in April 1999, there
were murmursin the NDA that
the alliance should try to stake
fresh claim with the support of
some new parties after replac-

for five years once fresh elec-
tions were ordered.

Ashok Tandon, a member
of Vajpayee’s PMOas in-charge
of mediarelations, writes about
this little-known anecdote of
1999 in his book Atal Sansma-
ran, which was released on
Tuesday.

The argument was that “if

ing Vajpayee. the United Front government

However, the (which preceded the
move was stone- J PAGE1 1 NDA’s) could replace
walledby Trinamool | anchor | HDDeveGowdaas
Congress chief Ma- Prime Minister with

mata Banerjee and MDMK
leader Vaiko, who also had the
support of BJD chief Naveen
Patnaik. Vajpayee survived,
and the NDA returned to power

ol | B

1K Guijral, why could the NDA
not do the same” to explore
formingan alternative govern-
ment, Tandon writes.

But Banerjee and Vaiko re-

R

A B Vajpayee being sworninas PM fora lhll’d ttme on October 13,1999, months after his government

fell by one vote. arctiive; Atal

jected the idea straightaway,
sayingthere would be “"NoNDA
government without Vajpayee”.

d by Prabhat P

Patnaikalsotookthesameline.
Tandon says, “Mamata Ba-
nerjee and Vaiko could go to

was released Tuesday

any extent to defend Vajpayee,
beitatan NDA forumora pub-
lic rally — Mamata considered

epaper.indianexpressn?iﬂ .. -

him a father figure and freely
poured her heart out when she
spoke with him.”

As per Tandon, what re-
mained unclear to those in the
PMO was who was behind the
campaign to replace Vajpayee.

‘The senior journalist also
writesabout why noalternative
government could be formed
after the fall of the Vajpayee
coalition, despite the combined
Opposition  having  the
numbers. According to him,
Congress president Sonia Gan-
dhi tried, but felt betrayed by
the Left, and hence refused to
supportany ‘third front parties.

ing, while the Assam Police
found that he was intoxicated
atthetime.

Police have charged four
persons with murder: festival
organiser Shyamkanu Ma-
hanta, Zubeen’s manager Sidd-
harth Sharma, and co-musi-
cians Shekhar Jyoti Goswami
and Amritprava Mahanta. His
cousin and Assam Police Ser-

cooperated. We have not found
anything suspicious so far,” a
Telangana intelligence officer
who questioned them told
The Indian Express.

“They seemed shocked to
know he (Sajid) could dosome-
thing like this. They immedi-
ately told us all they knew
about his visits to Hyderabad,”
the officer said.

Sajid, an Indian passport
holder, moved to Australia in

»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Business as Usual
By EPUNNY

vice officer Garg has
been charged with culpable
homicide. Mahantawasin Sin-
gapore for the festival while the
other four were on the yacht
when the incident happened.
It is learnt that Zubeen’s
manager Sharma has been ac-
cused of “causing the state of
intoxication” which impaired
his coordination and reflexes
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

to know that even as CPI(M)
leader Harkishan Singh Surjeet
encouraged her to stake claim
to form the government after
Vajpayee’s coalition fell, he
goaded Samajwadi Party chief
Mulayam Singh Yadavtosay he
would not support her as PM.

Tandon cites from Gujral’s
book Matters of Discretion to
say that Surjeet wanted Jyoti
Basutobe PM. Gujral also wrote
that he had cautioned Gandhi
on April 20, 1999, to not be
“naive” and trust the Left, say-
ing it would betray her at the
last moment.

In Tandon’s words, Surjeet

The “betrayal”, as per Tan-  shared with Gandhi alist of 288
don, wasthatGandhihadcome ~ MPs apparently ready to sup-
New Delhi |

THE WORLD pace 14

MUNIR MAY VISIT
WASHINGTON TO
DISCUSS TRUMP’S
GAZA FORCE

portthe Congress, asking herto
stake claim. Accordingly, she
met President KR Narayanan
on April 21, 1999, and told him
she had the support of 272
members, and more would
join. The next day, Mulayam
and the Left bloc’s Revolution-
ary Socialist Party and Forward
Bloc vetoed the name of Gan-
dhi, indicating their 28 MPs
would not support the Con-
gressifshe was the PM.
According to Tandon, while
Surjeet wanted Basu as PM, he
also had a plan-B in case the
‘West Bengal Chief Minister re-
fused — President Narayanan,
whose candidature would have
»CONTINUED ON PAGE 2
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Atoms for peace and atoms for
war are Siamese twins.

— Hannes Alfven
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH
INVOLVESUSALL

A nuclear step towards
energy security

SCadvisory opinion on Governor’s
roleis flawed, letit stay advisory

OR SEVERAL decades, we have
had instances of governors “sit-
ting” on bills, and often, they
aligned with the ruling party at
the Centre, and the bills thatare
held

Fine. But what about the time taken by
the Governor — the main issue at hand?
‘There, the summary of the judgment goes
on tosay: “165.3... However, in glaring cir-
cumstances of inaction that is prolonged,

1gtoOpposi-
tion-ruled states.

andi ite — the Court
canissuealimited mandamus for the Gov-

consensus on what the Governor can and
cannot do has been totally ignored in this
SC
advisory judgment.

So, let me quote from the Chairman of
the Drafting Committee, B R Ambed!

however, the Governor, whose role accord-
ing to Ambedkar was “ornamental”, has
been elevated to Olympian heights. Tam
sure the King of England would envy the
powers of our governors.

Ina parli 'y of the

Speaking on May 31,1949, he said: “The

Westminster model witha written constitu-

Governor of Tamil NaduR N RaVI had  emortodischargehisfunctionunderArticle Drafting Committee felt, as everybody in  tion, it would be extremely iniquitous and
been sitting on several bills for g 200 withina time period, with- SOPARIWALA this House knows, that the Governorisnot  anaffront todemocratic principlesto allow
N RECENT years, the government has promoted nuclear time. So, earlier this year, ChiefMinister M  out making any observations on the merits tohaveanykind of functions —touseafam- Governortoi is viey
powerasa key componem in the country’s efforts to K Stalin took the matter to the Supreme  ofthe exercise of his discretion.” iliar phraseology, 'no functions which heis  onan elected legislature, exceptifthe bill is
ach urity. Ifsarelatively felec- Court (SC). On April 8, a two-judge bench Excuseme, your Lordships, sowhat you requiredtodischargeeitherinhisdiscretion  believed to be unconstitutional and needs
tricity that doesn’t have the uncertainties associated with of the SC declared the bills as passed and  aresaying s thatthe Governor cannotsit in- orinhisindividualji Accordingto  tobe referred to thejudiciary.
renewables, and can, therefore, fulfil the need for baseload ruled that,in general governors hadtoact definitelyonabill (whichisexactly what the the principles of the new Constitution he is Let this advisory opinion stay as it is —
power. However, nuclear energy accounts for only 3 per cent of onbills passed by withinthree  two-judge bench also said), but we thought required tofollowtheadviceofhisMinistry  advisory. And let the Supreme Court or Par-
the overall power generation today. The country has setashort- months or there would be deemed assent  you were going to define “glaring circum- inall matters.” (emphasis: added) liamentset out with total clarity the powers
term goal to increase its nuclear power capacity t0 22.5 GW by by the Governor. stances of inaction that is prolonged, unex- Ambedkar iewson ofan and i Governor.
2032, and a long-term target to reach 100 GW by 2047 Imple- Aggrieved by this decision, on May 13,  plained, and indefinite” and you were going why the Governor should be nominated Let me end with an interesting quote
menting this ambition will require unlocking private capital the President asked the SC foran advisory  to specify “a reasonable time period” but rather than elected and his positioninthe  in the debate on governors in the Consti-
and opening up oneof India’s most closed sectors. The Sustain- opinion under Article 143 of the Constitu-  165.3only leaves us where we were. Thereis constitutional scheme of things. tuent Assembly. The quote is from Biswa-
able Harnessingand Advancement of Nuclear Energy for Trans- tion. The question: Could thecourtslay  abillin West Bengal pending for nine years. “Having regard to []llS fact it was fel[ nath Das. Under the 1935 Act, Indian prov-
forming India Bill, 2025 (SHANTI), tabled in. onMon- downatime li: (and Isthaty ged enough? Or is Governor whetherit inces had prime ministers, and Das had
day, dothat.It percent ign direct the Presxden() are obhged toactonbills  Ravi'sthree-year “sit” the norm? electorate the obligation to enteruponan  been the Prime Minister of Orissa. Here is
(FDI) in certain nuclearactivities. The Bill passed On 20, Tthinkalot of this confusion could have electoral process which would costa lotof ~ his direct quote: “Sir, it has been stated
witha contentious clause in the Civil Liability for Nuclear Dam- a ﬁve—iudge benchoftheSC,inaunanimous  been avoided if the judges had sought, in time, alotoftroubleandIsayalotofmoney  thatthe Governor has very few functions.
age Act(CLNDA), which held suppliers liable foraccidents and (but surprisingly unslgned) opmmn, held these uuchaned waters, the views of the aswell. Itwasalsofelt, nobody, knowingfull  If he has very few functions under the
rent for foreign vendors — it thattheSCcannot 180V~ fourC i justtheway the well what powers he is likely tohave under ~ setup that we have laid down in the new
for the country’s inability to leverage the full commercial po- ernorstoclearbills. US Supreme Court often relies on the Constitution, would come Constitution, then why have him? The
tential of its nuclear deal with the US, nearly two decades after Thegood news: Thi: yopinionis  the ist Papers to derive the forthto contestanelection. Wefelt ~ Governoris gettingadecent salary, and he
it was inked. The lack of clarity about the term “supplier” in not binding on any court. The bad news: It intent behind the Constitution. IntheSCadvisoryopinion,the ~ that the powers of the Governor  isgettingallowances, and ifthe functions
CLNDA was a cause forworry forIndxan sub-vendors as well. isaflawed opinion. The issue of the role of gov- Governor, whoserole amm,dmg were so limited, so nominal, his  prescribed for him are not very useful and
Foreigninvestors, West Asia, Notwantingto inflict the 111-pagejudg-  ernors, the kind or calibre of per- 2 5 S position so ornamental that pro-  necessary and not worth the money that
have reportedly expressed early interest in part-financing the ment on the reader, let me quote fromthe ~ sons whoshould occupy theposi- {0 Ambedkar was ‘ornamental, bably very few would come for-  we pay, I think it is time that we give the
country’sobjective wet, includi summary on page108: “165.1 The Governor  tion and whether they should be hasbeen elevated toOlympian ~ ward tostand forelection. Thatwas ~ go-by to the Governor.”
the manufacturingvalue chain of small modular reactors (SMRs). ionst elected or and their heights. Tamsurethe King of the reason why the Drafting Com- Perhaps Dr Ambedkax should have lis-
Thesa reactors address the limitations of traditional nuclear under Article 200, namely — to assent, re-  emoluments, was discussed in England would th (sic)al-  tened to Bit
i jon i serve the Bill for the consideration of the ~ greatdepthandatgreatlengthby andwouldenvythe ternative might be suggested.”
requxre less fuel and hay safety features, i President, i and retumthe of the Constituent As- powers ofour governors (emphasis added) The writer is an adviser at DeKoder.

the ability to shut down in emergencies without human inter-
vention. The government’s commitment to increasing nuclear
capacity to22, 480 MW in the next five years makes SMRsa com-
pellingopti y y. They feature
inIndi ith nuclear powers, includingthe USand
Russia. The congenial milieu envisaged in the SHANTI Bill could
alsopavethe: way foragreater role for Indian players andthede-
ployment of this state-of-the-art atscale.

Under SHANTI, all entities mvolved in nuclear production
will be required to obtai: onunder the Atomic
Energy Regulatory Board. In the last decade, multiple features,
especially those stewarded by the International Energy Agency
afterthe Fukushima tragedy of 2011, have led to major improve-
mentsin plantsafety. The opening up of its nuclear value chain
will allow India a greater say in such conversations.

In insurance sector, let
the market work

N Tuesday, the Lok Sabha passed the Sabko Bima
Sabko Raksha (Amendment of Insurance Laws) Bill,
ZOZS.I[ ks to reform India’s insi k
th: inthree Acts: The Actof
1938, the Life Insurance Corporation Actof 1956, and the Insur-
ance Regulatory and Developmeut Authority of India (IRDAI)

Actof1999. The move i 18
the IRDAI’s goal of Insurance for All by 204 K
Indiah: ini rthe

pastdecade. For instance, the number of insurers has increased
froms4i in 2014-15t074 now. S)m].larly insurance density —the
per year—hasgone
up from $55 to $97 over the same penod lnsurance penetration
- asthey toGDP
—hasgone up from 3.3percent uf GDPIo 37 percent. However,
thecountry T India:
insurance density, primarily driven by life insurance, is 0.6 per
cent of the world average. Most of the world’s top 25 insurance
companies do not operate in India. This Bill is an attempt to ad-
dress these gaps. Its standout feature is to increase the limit for

Foreign Direct (FDI)in Indiani

from 74 per cent to 100 per cent. The hope is that this move will
attract more foreign ir facilitate transfer
andi ion of i i

To deepen the market, apan from furr_her hberahsmg the FDI
norms reduc-
ingthe requirement of their “netowned funds” (includingequity
capital and free reserves) from Rs 5000 crore to Rs 1,000 crore.
The easing of norms could draw smallerand newmsurers tothe
Indian market, i ition and imp: ice.

The bill also bolstersthe IRDAI's role. The punmve powers
it provides to the agency are akin to those of the SEBI (the se-
curities regulator). For instance, the regulator will now have
the authority to disgorge wrongful gains made by insurers or
intermediaries. These steps are welcome. The key will be to
ensure that the regulator’s increased powers do not stifle the
sector’s growth.

’Q 8 10Q
IPL's nurseries, Test
cricket’sloss
T SAYS much about the affinity of the youth for the T20
format that the Chennai Super Kings decided togive up its
traditional reliance on experienced players and opt for
youngsters in the just- concluded IPL auction. CSK picked
two! players— batsmanKar-
tik Sharma and Uttar Pradesh’s all-rounder Prashant Veer — for
arecord Rs 14.2 crore apiece. The trend was noticeable across
teams. Delhi Capitals picked J&K pacer Augib Nabi, another
player who hasn’t played international cricket, for Rs 84 crore
Suchis the craze for the young that 20-year-old leg-spinner
even played iccricketbut up-
loaded his bowling videos to Instagram, made his way to the
auction. He didn’t get picked as there weren't slots in the mini
auction. But it won't be a surprise to see him play domestic T20
leagues soon. His presence in the auction also says a lot about
talent scouting for the IPL.
d icT20 MushtaqAli T20tour-
nament have become platforms (ha( nourish talent for the IPL.
ing period
in domesuc cricket. An outstanding season in a domestic T20
league isoften a passport to a place inthe state team — like inthe
caseof Veer hers, it i into
the IPL. These T20 leagues have democratised cricket and re-
moved several entry barriers for buddmg talents. The flip side is

that exclus-

and T20, formof it. Its
no: comcldence then that India has lost two Test seriesathome in
aboutayear.
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Billtothe Legislature with comments.”

sembly on May 31, 1949 but their

In this SC advisory opinion,

Views are personal

On quality control orders,
a welcome regulatory reset

NDIA'S DECISION to withdraw
quality control orders (QCOs) on a
widebasket ofindustrial raw materials

high-stakes products, but allow market
i and voluntary dards to
govern bulk raw materials.

marks one of the most
regulatory resets in recem years.Ina
delays and

compliance costs can qu.lel_ly determine

The notified on November
13, removes compulsory BIS certification for
14 products under the chemicals and petro-
chemicals department and six under the

competitiveness, therollbackisbothtimely  mines . These include some of the
KRISHNA d v.It iges’ wha} inclp - most widely used in(ermedia(is in ;he
try Vi country’s ing in. For
AND MonIL isablunt instrument when applied tolow-  manufacturers across textiles, plastics and
SHARMA risk, widely traded inputs. engineering goods, ths is areal easing of
Asdetailed by NITL report,  pressure,not
over the past few years, QCOs have grown This si; amaturing regulatory phil-
in tr .mxpnrnfqua]j[yasm» osophy A country that can unwind over-
anceintoa of isonethatunderstandsthe com-
certification, growing from 70 a decade ago plexities of modern supply chains. For
toover790earlierthisyear.Intended to! keep industries targe!ed under the PLI schemes
imports out, they i pecialty steel, technical tex-
swept in a wide range of mdusmal u]pms LLles — the decision offers much-needed
y . fibre inter breathing room. Manufacturers cannot
and copper products, and even steel grades  build globally competitive products if
that pose nodirect: safety risk. they cannot reliably source globally
Nomajor regu- itive inputs.
lates such raw materials through compul- None of this means India should dilute
sory: audits. In the EU and US, conformity  its quality ambitions. On the contrary, a
applytofin-  sharper, risk-based framework will make
ished goods and safety-critical items, with  qualityenforcement more credible. Manda-
quality for intermediate inputs tory certificati in
through voluntary technical standardsand  areas with clear consumer or public-safety
contractual testing. implications. At the same time, the govern-
India’s approach carried high costs. mentshould investin expandingtestingca-
‘When foreign suppliers — including those paclty. speeding up certification timelines
in Japan, Korea and the EU —declined to ing impact
und: addmgnew productstothe QCOlist.
shipments, Indian manufacturers were left The lesson is straightforward: Competi-
with fewer sourcmg options and higher i mustadvanc
input prices. namrularstm,gled that raises costs without ralsmg
withthe paperwork, delaysand limited BIS ~ safety standards undermines the very
testing capacity. For export-facing sectors  manufacturing strategy India is trying to
like man-made ﬂbre textiles, engineering  build. Indnera whereglobal manufacturers
Regulationthat  £09¢ theQCOre- ascost,
raises costs gime bg({axne a barr.ler. eroding th price- - ndsa;
h ot competit needstoholditsown ~ t tmdmgpannersahke
withoutraising  against Vietnam, Chinaand Thereve shift toward
safety Againstthi therecentrollback  a more pragmatic, globally aligned quality
standards is a sensible reset. It acknowledges that  regime. If India continues on this path —
undermines quality cannot be legislated by expanding ~ with quahty regulatlon that is risk-based,
thelist of items under y certifica- d grounded in capacity —
the very tion. Quality depends on identifyingthe  itwillbe better positioned to competeinthe
manufacturi_ng right risks and regulating where safety or  industries that will define the next decade.
strategy India  consumerharmisgenuinely at stake. The
N . NITIAayogreportargued, persuasively, that Knshna is d:srmgu:shed professor of
IS tryl'ng to i ime must follow global B tJohns
build practice: Regulate construction steel, press- Hopkins University. Sharmais research

ure vessels, electrical equipment and other

associate, International Economics at NCAER

Holding

judges accountable

strengthens democracy

ol

Court Justice G R Swaminathan amounts to the
party shoolmg nself in the foot. 1disagree. The
move, farfrom
serts the role of parliamentary oversight of the judiciary. Checks

RECENT Indian Expras ednona.l (‘DMK move to
impeachHCji ing’, December13)sug-
geststhat the DMK’s move toimpeach Madras High

SALEM and bal ital in any democrac isacon-
DHARANIDHARAN  stituti instjudicial Whileitisthe
judiciary’sj he executive and incheck, itis

alsothe legls]atures job to keep the judiciary and executive in

DEAREDITOR  che 2 d sdclc 124(4) omariece .u.n.J...w:.
1eq nder. les. an ofthe DSU(\.It_loll ustice
Idisagree oA
Acolumnin pacnty can be unpeached While rhe edltonal suggests that the
whichweinvite Tamil mment heorder, itover-
readorsto ell lookst issue: Tt initiated by theINDIA

uswhy, when
they differwith

bloc is not about one order alone, but about the conduct of this
Justice over the past two years. The mouon signed by 120 MPs

jerw that} lyc {onapar-
the ”f{”"""’ ticular political ideology, violated secular principles and shown
positionsor undue favouritism to lawyers from certain sections of society.
news coverage In cases involving the Hindu Rehgwus and Charitable En-
of The Indian ment, Justi made observa-
Express tions undermmmg its framework. Dunng proceedingson nonf
iests’appointments, heopenly i
Brahmin and questioned non-Brahmins’ fitness for priesthood.
He has regularly shared the stage with leaders of one political
ideology.In2024, onstage with BJP leader H Raja, he came down
heavily on the political ideology of the DMK and ridiculed former
leaders of Lhepmy 1n2023 hestated thatthe: Consututxcn 'ssur-
1 ingIndia’s “ ”and
people adhering to “Bharatiya dharma’”. Rajya Sabha MP Kapil
Sibalremarked thatsuch amindsetendangersthe Constitution.
Another ion in theeditorial is how fourmonths
before the Thirupparankundram row, MPs of the INDIA bloc
‘wrote separately to President Droupadi Murmu and then Chief
Justiceof India B R Gavai about the conduct of Justice Swamina-
than, accusmg him of favuurmg advocates from the Brahmm
and ith “right-wing i
The pudmarycannntbe above scrutiny. A judge cannot have
ract uchanideological
Th pmmnn isnot 1an. In December last
X " year, Allahabad High Court KumarYadav, while
impeachment ingata Vishva Hindu Pari: ing, stated that the law
initiated bythe  should be what the majority of people in the country desire. In
INDIA blocis such sxruanons‘ |t isthe 1ob of the leglslature to keep a checkon
b ice of the people. When
notaboutone any Lnsntuuon goes against the Consumuon ofthe country, itis
orderalone,but  the job of to voice the people’s opinion on their
about the behalf. Neither the Chief Justice nor the Prime Minister, ina
5 democracy, isabove the people of the country. The DMK s action
‘(;om.jua Ohhl!ls is, therefore, a step towards strengthening, not weakening, the
usticeoverthe  ongitutional framework.
pasttwo years

The writer s DMK P y of the DMK T wing

40YEARSAGO

December 18,1985

AGPleadsinAssam

THENEWLY FORMED Asom Gana Parishad
(AGP) was leading in 40 out of 100 assem-
bly constituencies from where trends were
available. Congress (I) candidates were
ahead in 27 constituencies and the United
Minority Front (UMF) in 12. The CPI(M) was
leading in five and the Regional Plains
Tribal Council of Assamin four. But the
trends were not necessarily indicative of
the final outcome, as in several consti-
tuencies, only 20 per cent of the votes
polled had been counted till 9 pm.

Gavaskar crosses 9,000 runs
THEFIRST cricket Test of the Indian tour of

epapenindianexpres&;lﬂ.. .

Australia ended in a draw at the Adelaide
Oval. India were all outin their firstinnings
for 520 — their highest total against Aus-
tralia— in reply to Australia’s first innings
total of 381. The match was again inter-
rupted three times by rain during the day’s
play. Sunil Gavaskar made an unbeaten
166 and became the first player to score
more than 9,000 runsin Test cricket. It
was also his 31st Test century.

Rajivand Zia’s commitment

AMUTUAL commitment not to attack
eachother's nuclear installations and a
series of high-level meetings over the next
two months to quicken the process of nor-
malisation, both in political and economic

New Delhi

ol | |

fields, were announced by President Zia-
ul-Haq of Pakistan and Prime Minister
Rajiv Gandhi at a joint press conference in
New Delhi after the conclusion of their six-
hourtalk.

MP winds up gasleakinquiry

THE MADHYA Pradesh government has
wound up the judicial commission headed
by Justice NK Singh, which had been in-
quiring into the Bhopal gas leak for the
past year. Ina dramatic announcement
made in the Madhya Pradesh Assembly,
the Chief Minister, Motilal Vora, said the
government had decided not to extend
the judicial commission’s term. Opposi-
tion members staged a walkout in protest.

]
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isacolonial relic. It needs to 20 Junds have
) aved way for
‘within thecon- p y
finesof marriage, issecondary tothat of her
£ husband and thesanctity of the family unit. ] l ] ; l dg h b
N ‘We must overcome this mindset in a mod- ’10 e e u S
ern society. We need to give women the
b right to be able to protect their own bodily
A autonomy — their own agency tosay no.
THAROORTHINK Concernsare often raised that criminal-

BY SHASHI THAROOR

HEFOUNDATIONAL promise

of India’s democracy rests on

the commitment to equality,

dignity, individual agency, pri-

vacy and bodily autonomy for
all its citizens. The Constitution provides
these; the Supreme Court has repeatedly
reaffirmed them. Every Indian should be
able to take these rights for granted.

Yet, a glaring anomaly persists that
undermines these very principles for
countless women: The marital rape excep-
tion in the Indian Penal Code (IPC), now
carried over in Section 63 of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), 2023, This exception,
which exempts a husband from punish-
ment for engaging in non-consensual sex-
ual intercourse with his wife who is not
under 18 years of age, is a tragic anachron-
ism — astubborn remnant of colonial-era
patriarchal mindsets that view a wife as her
husband's property. It is a legal and moral
failing that we must rectify.

In the ongoing session of Parliament, I
haveintroduced a private member’s Billin
the Lok Sabha to remove this archaic provi-
sion. Idid sobecause the continued failure
to criminalise marital rape leaves married
women legally defenceless. The arrogant
presumption that marriage voids the
necessity of consent directly undermines
awoman’s fundamental rights to dignity,
safety, and bodily autonomy, all guaran-
teed under Article 21 of the Constitution.

The urgency of this is validated by
alarming national data. The National
Family Health Survey-5 (NFHS-5) reveals
that 83 per cent of women aged 18 to 49
years who faced sexual violence named
their current husband as the perpetrator.
The pervasive nature of sexual violence
within marriages highlights the inad-
equacy of our legal system. The marriage

LLETTERS
To THE EDITOR

For cleanair

‘THIS REFERS to the editorial,
‘Stop AQI blame games, Delhiis
chokingon its ownemissions’ (IE,
December17). Delhi is known for
its public transport infrastructure.
Itis now timeto use it toits full po-
tential. The three main pillars are
the Delhi Metro, DTCbuses, and
therickshaw network. There must
beatransition from private trans-
portto public transport —not in-
stantly, butbeginning w1Lh hot-

licence was never intended to be a waiver
of the right to say no. Very often, separated
husbands come by to assert their conjugal
rights by force. For too many women,
homeis not asanctuary, butaspace of po-
tential violation, legally sanctioned by a
patriarchal statute.

The demand for criminalising marital
rape is not new; it has been strongly sup-
ported by authoritative legal bodies within
India. The Justice Verma Committee Re-
port (2013), in the aftermath of the horrific
Delhi gang-rape case, unequivocally rec-
ommended the removal of the marital rape
exception. The committee recognised the
inherent contradiction in a law that aims
to protect women fromsexual violence yet
creates a loophole for the most frequent
perpetrators— their husbands. A wedding
ring does not turn a bedroom into a battle-
field, nor a partner into property.

Fuxthexmore‘ international

CRSASIKUMAR

talrapeisin direct violation of this commit-
ment. Article 253 of the Constitution em-
powers Parliament t it ignment

ising marital rape will lead to misuse of the
law, creating a new avenue for vengeful
wives tofile false cases. While the potential
formisuse inany law cannot be entirely dis-
missed, it cannot be ajustification for deny-
ingjustice and safety to genuine victims. If
we accept the possibility of misuseasarea-
sonnotto legislate, thenno law protecting
women — from domestic violence to
dowry prohibition — could ever be
enacted. We must tackle misuse through
robust investigation and judicial proce-
dures, not by denyinga fundamental right
to protection from sexual violence.
Thetimefordeliberationislong past. The
existence of the marital rape ex-

with international conventions, and Article
Slenjoinsthestate torespect international
law. These constitutional provisions clearly
mandate the removal of the marital rape
exception touphold both domesticand in-
ternational commit h rights
The law’s core error lies in the assump-
tion that the “sanctity of marriage” pro-
vides an all-encompassing grant of sexual
access. Thisi wrong. Con-

ception is a national shame and a grave in-
justice. It is a provision that stands contrary
to our constitutional values, our interna-
tional obligations, and our moral compass.

We must recognise that violence, re-
gardless of who the perpetrator is or their
relationship to the victim, isa crime. By re-
moving the marital rape exception from
Lhe Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, we will take

sentisafundamental human right, regard-

less of marital status. Allowing a husband

to force sex upon his wife converts “I do”

into “youmust”. Legal protection fora hus-

band who rapes his wife sends adangerous

message: That a woman’s control over her

body is surrendered upon taking her vows.

Marriage should be an institution of

love, companionship, and choice,

oftenstems froma

ions mandate
this reform. Indiais a signatory to
the Convention on the Elimin-
ation of All Forms of Discrimina-
tion Against Women (CEDAW),
which requires state parties to
take all appropriate measures to
eliminate discrimination against
‘women in all matters relating to
marriage and family relations.
The continued exception for mari-

)

SHEBA TEJANI

THENEW labour codeshave been heralded
as bringing “transformational change” for
workers’rights. Amongthe many claims are
that the codes will extend social security to
all unorganised sector workers, empower
Lhemthmughgxeaterahgrm:ennwm global
and formali

Despite the claim that unorganised sec-
tor workers will get social security for the
first time, in the Social Security (SS) Code,

spotsand then
extending to otherareas. The
Metronow c distance of

Section 109 of the SS Code states that the
central and nments “shall frame

400 kilometres, and therestcan

and notify, from time to time, suitable wel-

be byDTCb d
rickshaws. There must beacom-
bined effort from the government
and the people.

Priyam Singh, Haridwar

Disrupting education

THIS REFERS tothearticle, ‘Dear
students, wait, your teacherison
election duty’ (IE, December17). It
raisesaquiet butserious concern
about how routine election work
disruptsteachingin government
schools. While teachers have long
contributed todemocratic
processes, the repeated diversion
of classroom time placesan
unequal burden on students who
already face learning gaps. Treat-
ingteachingasadispensable ser-
viceweakens both educational
outcomes and professional
respect. Democracy must
function, but notat the cost of
children’slearning.

KSakunthala, Coimbatore

Protect values

THIS REFERS to the editorial, ‘Tn
terror’swake, Australia’s diversity
isitsstrength’ (IE, December17). It
rightly argues that terrorism tar-
getsnotonly livesbutalso the
opencharacterof publicspaces.
The Bondi Beach attack
underscores the challenge democ-
racies face in balancing robust se-
curity with civil freedoms. While
intelligence gaps, if any, must be
addressed with urgency and care,
the response should avoid politic-
isationor collective blame. Aus-
tralia’s multicultural fabric, built
ontrustandi i

unor, g,auncu workers”, with
asimilar provision for gig and platform
workers in Section 114. Entitlements are
thus left to the discretion of respective gov-
i inlaw,
effectively “schemifying” workers’ rights. It
is also unclear how these schemes will be
funded. A centralised Social Security Fund
hasbeen created, but the sources of funding
remain vague and may include government
budgets, employer contributions or CSR
funds. Past attempts by both UPA

deeply mg;ramed, old-fashioned
patriarchal attitude — the
notion thata woman’s identity,
especially within the confines of
marriage, is secondary to
thatof her husband and
the sanctity of the family unit

not a licence for violence. What
should bea partnershipgrounded
in mutual respect, consent, and
loveisviolated by compulsion and
violence. The screams of women
victims should not be stifled by
the weight of the law.

The resistance to this reform
often stems from a deeply in-
grained, old-fashioned patriarchal
attitude — the notion that a

step towards IEStOl’an a
woman 'sagency over her own sexual rights
within marriage and ensure dignity for all
individuals, truly embodying gender-
based equality in India's society.

T was shocked when a succession of
women ministers feebly defended the
male-majority cabinet’s view on this ques-
tionand allowed the marital rape exception
to stand. We should instead stand up for
justice, consent, and the fundamental
humanrights of every married woman. Let
us pass this bill and bring our laws into the
21st century,

T have done my part. It is now time
for women to rise and speak up for their
own sisters.

The writer is MP, Thiruvananthapuram,
Lok Sabha, and chairman, Parliamentary
Standing Committee on External Affairs

Labour codes are rollback
of key workers’ protections

which do not rely on large budgetary allo-
cations. Extending this approach to all un-
organised workers would have
strengthened the reform.

The second claim is that the codes will

issue appointment letters, which isastep in
the right direction. However b of

HARIVANSH

AUNCHED IN 1993, the Members of Parliament
Local Area Development Scheme (MPLADS)
allows every MP to recommend works that create
durable community assets at local levels. While
Lok Sabha MPs are mandated to spend the funds
intheir constituency, Rajya Sabha MPs can spend them across
the state they represent. Some have questioned the scheme,
butwhen used well, MPLADS allows MPs to make unique in-
terventions that nudge the state in the right direction.

Bihar hasalong road ahead to catch up economically with
the rest of the country. As an MP from Bihar, it was a personal
commitment for me to utilise the MPLADS fund to
strengthen the state’s knowledge systems and institutions.
There were two motivating factors. First was the experience
of visitingleading universities in the US as part of astudy visit
for journalists in the early 1990s. It was a lesson that policy
solutions are not to be found overnight, but require quality
evidence. Back home, this was also when southern states
were gaining. momenmm with the rise of the IT sector. States’
investments faci 1 the d of ical insti-
tutes that nurtured homegrown talent. In contrast, Bihar was
focused on opening Charwaha Vidyalayas (Shepherd’s
Schools) in the 1990s.

Chief Minister Nitish Kumar was focused on correcting
these legacy factors since his first term and prioritised the de-
velopment of educational institutions to reduce outward mi-
gration for higher education. The revival of Nalanda Univer-
sity and the growth of engineering, management, and
medical institutes were notable steps in this direction.

Across the author’s two terms in the Rajya Sabha since
2014, over Rs 50 crore out of the available Rs 54.5 crore from
the MPLADS fund has been allocated to the development
of knowledge hubs in Bihar. The allocation of nearly
Rs 12 crore between 2016 and 2018 led to the creation of
the Centre for Earthquake Engineering Research (CEER) at
IIT Patna and the Centre for River Studies at Aryabhatta
Knowledge University.

MITHUN CHAKRABORTY

Eightdistrictsin Bihar fall
under a Category V (very
high risk) seismic zone and

D 27 under Category IV (high
- ’ risk). Earthquakes by them-
selves do not kill as many
people as poorly built struc-
tures, which makes better
construction practices essen-
tial. The CEER faculty have
launched courses in struc-
tural engineering and devel-
oped a state-of-the-art lab-
oratory. It has helped in
improving the design of new
buildings and creating a
checklist to evaluate existing
Bihar’s dense river network has led to frequent

i ision
bolic. Formalisation depends not only on

empower elabourstan-
dards. However, the Industrial Relations
Code(H{C)makﬁltmoredxfﬁaﬂ(forumons
toremain htto

doct utalsoont the
employment being offered. In this respect,
the IRC risks formalising informality
through useoffixed-termem-

strike, signallinga further retreat from prin-
ciples embodledm ILOconventionson free-

ployment (FTE). While fixed-term workers
are entitled to the same wages and benefits

floods, and the state spends about Rs 10,000 crore annually
in flood management and relief measures. The Centre for
River Studies works on research and developing practical sol-
utions to address the state’s geographical challenges.

These centres are already collaborating with other insti-
tutes and working with the Bihar Disaster Management Auth-
ority. With the ability to attract grants and partnerships, and
some support from the state government, these institutes are
operationally self-sufficient in the long run. It is the young
minds of Bihar who are actively involved in solving the state’s
The socio-economic return for the state is much

greater than the monetary allocation for the projects.

domof ighttoorganise, 1temployees, they cannot claim
which India has not ratified. T} istrarof ion. Initiallyintro-
Trade Unions has been given wide powers  duced forseasonal in

to deregister unions. Section 9(5)(ii) allows ~ and later to FTE
the reglstrar to cancel reglstrauon basedon  has now become a universal category that
informationabout tionsofthe 3 i -termec ith-

code, itsrules, orevenaunion’s constitution
— an extremely broad standard that places
the burden of proof on unions. Deregistra-

out restricting the scope of work.
According to the ILO, most countries re-
strict fixed-term contracts togenuinely tem-

tio i ikesi giv-

poraryactivities. India

ing the registrar indirect but decisive in- tofurther
fluence over collectwe action. Strikes and employment Fixed- -term worker% mayalso
prok ithoutald-day bedi from participat-

ide these, a Centre for Endangered Language
StudleSv inspired by Rahul Sankrityayan, who brought back
ancient scriptures and artefacts from Tibet that once belonged
to Nalanda’s libraries — is already operational at IIT Patna.

Three more institutes are in the pipeline in Gaya and Patna
with a cumulative allocation of nearly Rs 30 crore. These in-
clude an Artificial Intelligence Centre at Magadh University
in Gaya, a Centre for Public Policy, and a Business Incubation
and Innovation Foundation at the Chandragupt Institute of

notice, valid for60days, arestriction thatear-
lier applied only to public utility services.
‘This would allow employers to in-

and NDA governments to oper- 5 tervene and potentiallyundermine
ationalise such fundshaveyielded Accorfimg to t.h - ILVO' oSt planned strikes, exacerbating the
little. Only in the case of gig and countries restrict ﬁ"?d'lem] disparity in bargaining power be-
platform workers are aggregators contracts to genuinely tween labourand capital.

required to contribute1-2 per cent temporary activities. India’s Thethird claimisthatthe codes
of 'a.nnua} turnover, su})]ec} toa expansive approach is formalise employment through
ceiling of 5 per cent. This mirrors - mandatory appointment letters.
contributory models such as the thereforelikely to further Section 6(f) of the Occupational

Employees’ Provident Fund and
Employees’” State

erode permanent employment

Safety, Healthand Working Condi-
tions Code obliges employers to

CI

GUNJAN SINGH

JAPAN-CHINA ties have continued to de-

ing in strikes due to the threat of non-re-
newal, weakening unions and the labour
movement.

The labour codes may be transforma-
tional, but not in the manner suggested by
the government. Rather than expanding
workers’ rights, they represent a rollback of
key protections and advance industry de-
mands for labour flexibility and reduced
statutory obligations.

Thewriter is senior lecturer of International
Development, King's College London

In the Rajya Sabha's MPLADS Committee, of which T am
chairman, we have focused on addressing various adminis-
trative concerns of the members, and the ministry has stream-
lined the process with an integrated digital platform. Whether
through the Union Budget, state budgets, or MPLADS, public
finances spent must be directed towards the country’s devel-
opment. In the journey towards the Prime Minister’s vision
of Viksit Bharat, every elected representative can play a key
role in strengthening the institutional and development ca-
pacity of their state and constituency for a better future.

The writer is Deputy Chairman, Rajya Sabha, and an MP from Bihar.
Views are personal

Over Taiwan, Chinaand Japanare playing arisky game

achievements secured with blood and sac-
rifice”. Beijing has maintained that Tokyo
crossed aredline, and the disputehassince
reached the United Nations.

China has responded in a manner con-
sistent with past confrontations, leveraging

teriorate for overamonth f state-
mentby Japan’s Prime Minister, Sanae Ta-
kaichi, asserting that Tokyo would
intervenein the event ofa Chinese military
invasion of Taiwan. The remark marked
the first time since World War II that a Ja-
panese PM has openly linked the Taiwan
crisis to a potential deployment of the Ja-
panese Self-Defence Forces (SDF). China’s
Foreign Minister, Wang Yi, responded

strongest defence.
A Myilsami, Coimbatore

sharply, underscoring that “China must
resolutely hitback— notonly tosafeguard
its sovereignty and territorial integrity, but
also to defend the hard-won post-war

both and u:ulxt-u:y pressure.

tarism that can threaten regional peace”.
The economic repercussions have been
swift. Chinais Japan’ssecond-largest export
destination, accounting for exports worth
approximately $125 billion in 2025, Beijing
has postponed the release of two Japanese
filmsand 1 Japanese musi-

advisory urgingitscitizens notto visit Japan.

Trade has been similarly affected.
China and Japan had only recently re-
sumed seafood trade following the Fuku-
shima Daiichi nuclear accident. In re-
sponse to the current dispute, however,
Beijing hasi abanon

Beyond Taiwan, | territorial
disputes with Japan have once again be-
come theatres for Chinese displays of
strength. Inarecentincident, Chinese and
Japanese vessels were involved in a tense
encounternear Islands. Japan
has also lodged complaints that Chinese
fighter jets directed fire-control radars at
Japanese aircraft near Okinawa. An article
in China Daily asserted that “itis crucial for
‘Takaichi toretract her misguided remarks,
especially at this highly sensitive time, as
theyrisk paving the way for a revival of mili-

cal 5 'MakiOt-
suki that was halted mid-song. Japan, mean-
while, is a major destination for Chinese
tourists, and the period following Takaichi’s
remarks has seen a noticeable decline in
tourist flows. China has also issued a travel

Beyond Taiwan, longstanding
territorial disputes with Japan
have once again become theatres
for Chinese displays of strength

epaper.indianexpresamm.. .

food imports. A spokesperson for China’s
foreign ministry remarked that “there
would be no market for Japanese seafood
in the current climate even if Japan were
abletoexportitto China” —aclearattempt
to exert economic pressure on Tokyo.

For President Xi Jinping, Taiwan re-
mains a “sacred territory”, with reunifica-
tion framed as central to the rejuvenation
ofthe Chinese nation. Beijing has forcefully
demanded awithdrawal of Takaichi’s state-
ment — a demand Tokyo has refused.
‘While the Japanese PM has characterised

New Delhi

her remarks as hyputhema] they non-
et Tai-
wansassemon ofgreater sovereignty. More
they Beijing’s insist-
ence that tensions across the Taiwan Strait
are purely an internal Chinese matter.
Even as a hypothetical, the statement
raises the possibility that, in the event of
Chinese aggression, regional powers may
no longer remain passive. It reflects the
broader shifts underway in East Asian geo-
politics, where China’sincreasingly assert-
ive posture under Xi has generated grow-
ing unease among its neighbours. The
jing seeks to impose its will on
Taiwan, the greaterthe risk that it will fuel
regional instability.

The writer is associate professor,
0P Jindal Global University
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Navy inducts 2nd

Seahawk chopper
squadron in boost
to anti-sub combat

The commissioning ceremony at INS Hansa on Wednesday. ani

Sushant Kulkarni
Pune, December17

THEINDIAN Navy
MH 60R helicopter squadron, INAS 335, at the INS Hansa
naval base in Goa. The squadron hasbeen nicknamed ‘Os-
preys’afterthe fish-hunting bird. The US-origin Seahawks
— maritime versions of the Black Hawk (and distinct from
the Bell Boeing V-22 Osprey, an American military trans-
portaircraft) — will strengthen India’s anti-submarine and

* ECONOMY

Nov exports to US surge,
buta trade dealis still key

RaAvIDUTTA MISHRA

A COMBINATION of factors led to a 22%
surgeinIndia’sexportstothe US marketin
November after two consecutive months
of decline in September and October.

This made November one of the
strongest months on record despite the
50% US tariffs that have left a broad
range of products uncompetitive in the
American market. While exporters seem
resilient, data suggests that the boost
could be based on short-term factors and
atrade deal could still be necessary for
sustained growth.

Cumulatively, goods exports increased
20% in November. This surge was not only
for the US but other markets as well, par-
ticularly China and Hong Kong.

‘While this may be a sign of diversifica-

surveillance capabilities and boost blue- operations.

Fully integrated

The first squadron of these submarine-hunting heli-
copters, Indian Naval Air Squadron 334, was inducted at
INS Garuda in Kochi in March 2024.

The aircraft has been fully integrated with the Navy’s
fleet operations and can operate from shore bases as well
asaircraft carriers and large ships. The helicopter is de-
signed for a wide range of operations: Anti-submarine
warfare, anti-surface warfare, search and rescue
missions, and medical evacuation. It can be used for ver-
tical replenishment, a naval logistics operation in which
supplies are transferred by helicopter between ships at
seaor from shore to ship without the ships having to dock
orcome next to each other.

Twenty-four of these helicopters have been acquired
by India from the US for over Rs 15,000 crore. These are
replacing the ageing British-origin Sea King helicopters,
which have been in service forlong.

Features of MH 60R

The MH 60R was primarily developed as per US Navy
specifications by Sikorsky, a Lockheed Martin company. A
special version of these Blackhawks was used in Operation
Neptune Spear, in which Osama Bin Laden was killed.

The on-board mission system processes data from
sensors to create a comprehensive situational picture of
the sea surface and underwater domain. This helps the
crew monitor and target ships or submarines. These heli-
copters can be armed with torpedoes, air-to-ground mis-
siles, rockets, and on-board guns, officials added.

Can counter conventional, asymmetric threats
The Navy has said the MH 60R is a versatile asset that
can counter both conventional and asymmetric threats.
Amongthe conventional threats, thehelicopter can de-
tect, trackand counter submarines —itscore role—using
onar, mnnhl 1oys and torpedoes. It
d

can targetships,
and participate insea denial operations, extending the
strike range of warshipsin the deep sea.

The asymmetric threats it can counter include mari-
time terror, piracy and smuggling, sea-borne infiltration,
supply chain disruptions, sabotage of ports or offshore
infrastructure, and unmanned threats like drones. Such
threats are called asymmetric or non-conventional
because they tactics by non-: actors.

Last month, the Ministry of D i afive-year

tion, Iso likely to have bene-
fited from the recent tensions between
China and Japan. Indian exports, particu-
larly seafood, have surged to China as Beij-
ing has begun restricting imports from
Japan. Overall Indian exports to Chinaand
HongKongjumped 90% and 35%, respect-
ively, last month.

Exports to European countries have
also been on the rise ahead of the imple-
mentation of the Carbon Border Adjust-
ment Mechanism (CBAM) from January 1.
The new tax will raise the duty on Indian
engineering products from next year. This
typically triggers stocking. Indian exports
of engineering goods grew by 23.76%in No-
'vember.

Exporters absorbing costs to
retain US access

One of the prime reasons for the surge
inIndian exportstothe USisthat exporters
and are bearing the tariff-related cost to
maintain market access in anticipation of
atrade deal. The deal’s first part — under
which where the US will revoke 25% tariffs
— is expected as India has stepped up US
crude imports, agreed to source 10% of its
LPG imports from the US as part of an

o LAW

rose 20%in
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was not only for US but other markets as well. nyt
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energy deal, and is set to open its nuclear Keeping in winter orders from the US. This will
sector for private participation (a major de- the faith have along-term impact on the manufac-
mand by the US). e fait] turing hub.

Exporters, however, say that they are Hoping for trade
nolonger receiving fresh ordersand most ~ geql, exporters Baseeffect and the
existing ones will end by December. : - RedSeachallenge
3 " arebearing tariff . .

Competitors such as Vietnam and Bang- AN The nearly 20% surge in cumulative
ladesh have begun receiving orders. At costs tomaintain goods exports in November is on a low
the same time, exporters from Tiruppur market access base. Exports in November last year began
said they have lost nearly Rs 7000 crore s bearing higher costs owing to the Red Sea

Despite US tariffs, November was
one of India’s strongest months
for exports to the country. The
boost may not be sustainable

crisis that started in October 2024. The at-
tacks carried out by the Houthi rebels had
brought shipping through the crucial re-
gion to astandstill within weeks, resulting,
in shortages of containers and elevated
costs as ships were forced to take a longer
route via the Cape of Good Hope.

Notably, large shipping companies con-
tinue to avoid the Red Sea shipping route,
but the ceasefire agreements in Gaza have
resulted in hope for reduced Houthi at-
tacks. The Suez Canal Authority had said
inastatement lastmonth that Maerskcon-
tainer ships will resume transit via the
canal on a partial basis starting December.
However, a Maersk spokesperson said the
company had not set a date, Reuters re-
ported last month.

Growth inelectronic &
engineering exports

Tariff-exempted goods such as elec-
tronic and drugs & pharmaceuticals grew
38% and 20%, respectively, likely result-
inginagrowthinexportstothe USinNo-
vember (see chart). This is expected to
continue going forward. Moreover, the
US added more items such as tea, coffee
and spices, to the exempted category. Ex-
ports across these categories also logged
sharp growth.

Even engineering goods exports seem
tohave stabilised in November, growingat
23.76%. This is the largest category of In-
dian exports, and India has been seeingan
export surge to European countries in the
last few months. Overall exports to Ger-
many, Spain, and Belgium surged 25%,
180% and 30%, respectively.

Rupee depreciation is
aiding exporters

The sharp rise in exports in November
also comes amid a rapid weakening of the
rupee against the US dollar, with the 90-
mark being breached earlier in December.
A weaker rupee is good for exporters as it
makes Indian goods and services cheaper
for foreign buyers.

The rupee, which hita fresh all-time low
on Monday after it fell as low as 90.79 per
dollar during the day, was 5.6% lower in No-
vember against the US dollar compared to
Lhe same month last year. This is despite

having plyby

almost 8% over the last 12 months.

National Herald case: Why special court ruled against ED

Apurva Vishwanath
New Delhi, December 17

A SPECIAL court in Delhi on Tuesday de-
clined to take cognizance of the Enforce-
ment Directorate’s (ED's) prosecution com-
plaint filed in the alleged Rs 2,000-crore
National Herald money laundering case
against senior Congress leaders Sonia and
Rahul Gandhi, and five others. Special
Judge Vishal Gogne of Rouse Avenue Court
it declined to start judicial pro-

“sustainment” pact with the US to maintain the MH60R
fleet. TheRs 7995 -crore package covers mzun[enance re-
lated pares, repairs and support.

@) Drishti IAS (J)
IASGS Foundatlon Course

Offiine & Live Online Bat:

Centre et wmrezm El\glshMedin
9 Delhi 2 fwa | w600 TH 19Dec | 1130 AM
9 Noida nRER | a0 WA Admizsions Open
9 Jaipur nfwr | gee noowh Admizsions Opan
9 Indore 18 | 00 WX 100ec | BO0AM
9 Lucknow 6 TR | FEE NI0TH 16 Jan | 11:30 AM
9 Prayagraj 26 vy | Fow s00 W 26Dec | B00AM
9 Ranchi 1550 | FEEN0TR 16 Jan | 800 AM

¢ calus 8750187501

® drishtIAS com

® GLOBAL

ceedings based on the ED’s complaint.

Case against Gandhis

The ED’s primary allegation is that the
Gandhis, along with a few other office-

© PRAVEENKHANNAJFILE

bearers of the Congress, entered intoa  TheED
criminal conspiracy to usurp Rs 2,000~ he f
assets of iated Journals  Nationalt blisher worthRs 2,000 cr

Limited (AJL), a public unlisted company
and the publisher of the National Herald
newspaper. The All India Congress Com-
mittee (AICC) had loaned Rs 90.21 croresto
AJL.Subsequently, Young Indian, apnvate

value Rs10 each in favour of Young Indian,

Y i of AJL
as well as the public donors of AICC. These
alleganons were made by BJP leadersubra—

not-for-profitcomp:

the loan for Rs 50 lakhs.

yinwhich ina tothe
Rahul Gandhitogetherheld 76% of shares, ~ EDin2014. On April 9this year, the ED filed
purchased from AICC the right to recover ~ aprosecution complaint.
Special court’s order

TheED’scaseisthat AJLsimultaneously
converted the outstanding loan of Rs 90.21
crore into 9.02 crore equity shares of face

In a 117-page order, the court declined
to take cognizance of the money launder-

Reasons
forrefusal

@ The court held that
PMLA deals with
complaints by inves-
tigating officers from
law enforcement
agencies, and notby
public persons.

@ Thecourt'sruling
reaffirms thata
money laundering
probe cannot be
launched withouta
predicate offence.

primarily on tat
Private complaint: The ED’s case was
builtonthe basis ofa 2014 order by a magis-
tratethat toappear
before the court based on a complaint by
Swamy. On Tuesday, the court held that the
Prevention of Money Lau.udermg Act
(PMLA) only by

filean FIR. The court, inits order, revisited
annual reports of the ED and Financial Ac-
tion Task Force (FATF) and landmark Su-
preme Court rulings to reiterate that “the
registration of a FIR qua the scheduled of-
fence was a sine qua non for prosecution
underthePMLA.”

aninvestigating officer from alaw enforce-
mentagency, and not by public persons.

Ithough the ED has, in recent years, ar-
gued that money laundering is a stand-
alone offence and can be investigated in-

Lackofa : The PMLA
statesthat “Whosoever... assists... isa party
or is actually involved in... activity con-
nected with the proceeds of crime includ-
ing its concealment, possession, acquisi-
tion or use... shall be guilty of an offence of
money laundering.”

Here, “proceeds of crime”is “any prop-
erty derived or obtained, directly or indi-
rectly, by any personas aresult of criminal
activity relating to a scheduled offence”.
These “scheduled offences” are listed in
two schedules attached to the PMLA, and
also called predicate offences. The courton
Tuesday declined to take cognizance of
ED’s complaint as there is no FIR against
the Gandbhis for a predicate offence.

InJuly 2014, the ED had dispatched a
letter to the CBI for appropriate action
based on Swamy’s complaining; this was
reiterated by the ED Director in a letter to
the CBI Directorin 2015. But the CBI did not

ly, this ruling reaffirms that a
money laundering probe cannot be
launched without a scheduled offence.

What happens next?

Apart from the ED case, the Income Tax
Department has been investigating a case
of alleged tax fraud by Young Indian since
2017. However, IT cases are not categorised
as scheduled offences under the PMLA.

The stringent PMLA has onerous bail
conditions and reverses the burden of
proof, and gives the agency a long rope to
attach properties. Therefore, in November,
the Delhi Police Economic Offences Wing
(EOW)also filed an FIR in the same case, to
perhaps create another window for a
money laundering probe. However, the
complainant in that case is Shiv Kumar
Gupta, Assistant Director of the ED, and the

intisbased onth i
2014 summoning order.

Philippinesisland visited by Bondi shooters has a history of violence beyond IS

Rishika Singh
New Delhi, December 17

THE FATHER-SON duo behind the Bondi
Beachshooting had travelled to the Philip-
pines weeks before the incident. On No-
vember 1, Sajid Akram, 50, and Naveed
Akram, 24, flew from Sydney tothe capital,
Manila, and then visited Davao City on the
southern island of Mindanao. There, they
“underwent military-style training” before
ingon ) 28, the i
Broadcasting Corporation quoted a senior
counterterrorism official as saying.

History of conflict in South
Philippines

Mindanao, the Philippines’ second-lar-
gestisland, has alarge Muslim population
and numerous ethnically diverse groups.
Its composition differs from the rest of the
country, the only Chnstlan nation in Asla

Mindanao has been a hotbed of separ-
atist and militant activity for decades. The
‘book Asia-Pacific Perspectives on Interna-
tional Humanitarian Law (2019) tracesthe
emergence of Islamist groups back to a
complex history.

“The core issue behind the conflict is
what is called the Bangsamoro (literally,
Moro nation) pmblem Thisisthe historical

ion and mino- SOUTH
ritization of' the Islamized ethno-linguistic CHINA
groupsor tribes, collectively called Moros, SEA

in their own ancestral homeland in much
of the Mindanao islands,” it says.

AfterSpanish colonial rule (16th to 19th
century) and the US colonising it in the first
half of the 20th century, the Philippines
achieved independence in 1946.

Both American colonial leadersand the
modern administration pursued policies

Around 80% of the
is Roman Catholic, and roughly 6% prac-
tises Islam, according to the 2020 Census.

*CONFLICTZONE

Mindanao has been a hotbed of
extremist activity for decades. The
Islamic Stateis the latest iteration of
jihadist militancy in the island.

ship between termnsru povertyand theil-
legal drug trade.”

Rise of militant groups

Amid these issues, groups such as the
Moro National Liberation Front (MNLF)
emerged to demand self-determinationin
the 1960s and ’70s. The book noted that
they defined their struggle in “Islamic

PHILIPPINES terms of reference”, such as the idea of

SEA jihad. Key among these groups wasthe Abu
Sayyaf Group (ASG). Its tactics included

Manila “terrorist bombings and kidnappings that

—— City. have often enough ended in beheadings,

THE PHILIPPINES

that contributed to the marginalisation of MALAYSIA
the Moros, the loss of their land resources, ’ Mindanao
andthe of Christi R

the south. The government itself pointed
out an “intimate and symbiotic relation-

which have also been employed against
government soldiers and even... Christian
civilians.” Such incidents have added to
Muslim-Christian polarisation.

Ina2019 researchreport, the non-profit
organisation International Crisis Group
(ICG) called the Islamic State (IS) “only the
latest avatar of jihadist militancy in Minda-
nao.”Inthe 1980s, some inthe Phl].lpplnes
went i tojointhe:
in their fight against the Soviet Union.

epapenndlanexpresa:i.. .

Upon their return, they shared their learn-
ings with domestic militant groups.

IGC wrote: “The Daulah Islamiyah Wi-
layatul Mashriq (Islamic State-Eastern Re-
gion), an alliance of ISIS-affiliated groups,
formed in late 2015 with the aim of estab-
lishing an ISIS wilayah (province) in Min-
danao. It united militant groups domi-
nated by the three largest ethno-linguistic

fighting forced some 600,000 residents
from Marawi and nearby towns to flee.”

Australia and a few other countries as-
sisted the Philippines’ military forces, at
the time. Australia has also proscribed the
Islamic State East Asia and the ASG.

The Australian National Security web-
site notes: “While there are no known links
between ISEA and Australia, there have

groups in Muslim a faction of
the Abu Sayyaf Group... the Maute Group...
and a faction of the Bangsamoro Islamic
Freedom Fighters.”

Acity under siege

In May 2017, this alliance seized control
of Marawi city, triggered by thy

ly been links between
am:l terrorist groups in the Philippines.”

Islamic State’s decline, and
aprecarious peace

Though the Marawi siege led to the kill-
ings of key militants, lone wolf attacks (a
central partofth havebeenre-

arrest ofa militant leader. IGC wrote: “Over
the course of a five-month battle, the Phil-
ippines armed forces conducted airstrikes
on militants lodged in Marawi’s fortress-
like homes, built towithstand the violence
of clan feuds. By the end of the siege, the
city centre was heavily damaged, more
than 1,130 people had been killed... The

New Delhi

corded. The government has engaged with
some groups over the decades, which has
brought some peace. In 2014, the Moro Is-
lamic Liberation Front signed a peace pact
in exchange forenhanced autonomy. Five
yearslater, the Bangasmoro region was ac-
corded some regional autonomy, though
elections scheduled for 2025 are delayed.
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Play Moneyball: Buy
Quality at Fair Prices

IPL’s smart player pickings tell a bigger story

The latest round of auctions for IPL players dips heavily
intoa value investor’s playbook. Relatively obscure play-
ersare crashing into the million bucks category alongsi-
de established names. Warren Buffett’s investment phi-
losophy is based on the principle of buying high-quality
businesses at fair prices. Effort goes into determining
the quality of a business and its fair price. IPL auctions
aretakingthis idea forward by determining prices on se-
lect performance parameters in anticipation of super-
normal profits. This style of investing is also common in
PE thatchasesalpha instartups withan uncommonrisk-
reward ratio. The objective is the same for value inves-
tors, VCs and IPL team owners: market-beatingreturns.

The long-term investor is more than likely to be a pati-
ent bloke, having done his homework before stumping
up the cash. In an efficient market, value discovery beco-
mes sophisticated to the point where
passive investment may be the most
productive approach. But startups —
and IPL players — do dwell in deep
markets and there is scope for active
selection. Done right by professio-
nals, this investment style delivers
outsized returns on capital employed.
The gains accrue from discovering value before the broa-
dermarketarrives at the same conclusion.

Value investing has never quite gone out of fashionsin-
ceitwasexpounded by Benjamin Graham in the 1930s. Its
most famous proponent, Buffett, has consistently outper-
formed themarket withthisstrategy overalongcareerin
investment. The idea is to ‘simply’ distinguish price from
value and take an investment position accordingly. In the
2011film Moneyball, a baseball team’s manager says that
after making one bad decision based on money, he won’t
makeamoney-based decision any more. Hisdeputy wise-
lyremarks, ‘No. You'redoing it for whatthe money says....
That they're worth it." Investment strategies have evol-
vedbeyond Graham’sinsights. Butthe conceptremainsa
vital building block in finance. Its spread beyond the fi-
nancial community speaks of itsabiding value.

Nuclear is Atomic!
But It's Not Enough

'With Lok Sabha passing Sustainable Harnessing and Advan-
cement of Nuclear Energy for Transforming India (SHANTT)
Bill 2025, a major step has been taken towards finally levera-
ging the India-US civil nuclear deal formalised in 2008. This is
along-overduereformthatwillopenoneof India’smostclosed
sectors, making it possible for private players to take minority
equity in new nuclear power projects, and for investments by
foreign companies and global sovereign wealth funds.

Packaged asa tradeand investment outreach, it could grease
wheels for clinching the India-US trade deal and bring in capi-
tal critical to cleaning’n’greening the energy system. But nu-
clearisn’tasilverbullet to be tom-tommed inannouncements
and unplanned projects, with other op-
tions left by the wayside. Gol must provi-
deaclearvisionof India’senergy system,
including a decarbonisation roadmap
thatisinline withitsnetzeroby2070goal.
This plan must be more than just capaci-
ty-addition targets like 100 GW of nuclear
by 2047. It should consider the role and
share of different energy sources and their implications, be it
costs, access or supporting ecosystem requirements.

The blueprint should also set out an implementation road-
map to provide clarity on rollout of the proposed decarboni-
sed energy system, and give the right signals for investment.
‘While NITI Aayog has taken several stabs at a long-term stra-
tegy, itnowmustengage inawiderand time-bound public con-
sultation. Asagrowingeconomy that’sstillenergy-poor, India
has been a sponge, agnostically soaking in every new plant.
Butsuchanapproach has its limits. A proper plan will ensure
that India’s clean energy transition augments energy securi-
ty and improves access forall.

£)UST IN JEST

J Aag-e badho, give up your flame,
old and new, and clear the air

NYResolutlon No. 3:
Boycott Fire

This New Year, in your not-to-be-coughed-at attempts to
drive toxicity out of air—mnot to be confused with attempts
to drive out air with toxicity — as part of 2025 Honest ET
Listof Resolutions (HETLoR), boycott fire. Every tandoor,
every open flame at weddings, every ceremonial puja fi-
re... snuff it out and exile that silly idiom, ‘Where there is
smoke there is fire," into linguistic jahannam. I.nspu’ed by

Does Jeff Bezos' redefinition of being wealthy as how much wealth you create for others hold up?

The Billionaire as M

Santosh Desal

R | ast December; Jeff Bezos of-
fered an interesting refram-
ingof ith: think of it not
4 as the money one accumula-
L4 tes, butasthe value one crea-
tes for others. It is an elegant thought.
It makes wealth a shared asset, some-
thing virtuous and inclusive, with the
added advantage of skipping over the
somewhat inconvenient fact of enor-
mous wealth for the few. If we-
alth is simply a byproduct of
makinglifebetter formillions,
then the billionaire becomesa

kind of accidentalaltruist,
There is something about
this formulation mat catches

attention. To

generated rather Lhan only !
wealthaccumulated doesshift

Spread the joy

preferred self-portrait, a moral alibi

for sudden and overwhelming wealth.
Thedeeper issue, however. i ls concep-

tual.Iswealth

ers in the marketplace.
If Bezos' equation were anaccurate
description of how wealth works, hed-

Bezos argues it shou.ld be“ It

ge fund bil i shuu.ld not ex]s‘(

1 t
groups: education foremployees’ child-
ren, medical support for retired staff,
credit for old vendors, quiet sponsor-
shipof local festivals.

But this generosity flows inward,
not outward. It strengthens the circle,
rather than expands it. It is based ona
feudal readingof belonging, rooted ina
long-termideaof reciprocity Theprice
of being wealthy in India is perpetual
obligation. Wealth does not free you. It
binds youmoretightly to the world.

Even for the newly wealthy, startup
founders, wealth appears to carrynew
meanings. But scratch the surface and
familiar patterns emerge. Startups re-
1y on family capital, teams reflect soci-
alhierarchies, and success depends on
netwarks khat predate the venture. St-

THE SPEAKING TREE

Overcome
Fear

SANDHYA VASUDEV

Fear isa primal instinct of aliv-
ing species, whetheranimal or
human. Thefear of predatorsis
prominent for animals, whereas
fear of the unknown is common
to the human mind. Where there
isignorance, there is fear, lead-
ingto beliefs in uncanny super-
stitionsand viral videos based on

tlingly com-
mun pomt of origin, whether interms
of creden-

Their wealth flatly

thatweretrue,
distributethegreatest benefit
toothers— teachers, caregiv-
ers, farmers, nurses — would
notsitatthebottomof theeco-
nmn!cpyTamld Wealthwould
y flow to those whose
oonmbuhomsglmtml notto
* those whose position is most

sually ttach toit. To

gents of

Using this logic, Karl
Marxshould have beena billionaire.

good, distributingsocial benefits in the
name of enterprise, warms the hearts
of thoseengaged iniit.

But for all its surface appeal. the
idea does not really stand up to scruti-
ny. Forone, thisishardly the dominant
mental model of wealth in the West.

But modern markets do not reward
contribution. They reward leverage,
capital, proximity to money and tim-
ing. They reward beingin theright pla-
ce,withtherighti ion, attheright

that
others. It measures value captured for
oneself.

Bezos, then, is articulating a desira-
bie fiction, rather than an economic
principle. It isa plea for how wealth sh-
ouldbeunderstood, notadescription
of how it actually arises. And
when thisfiction fravelstoIn- 4
dia, where the architecture
of wealth is entirely differ-
aut,xtarnvetma]andscape
thatneitherfits his premise
nor directly contradicts it.
Instead, it reveals an al-

moment. To turn outcomes of thissys-
tem into a moral metric is to read the

or
tials. Justlook at the surnames of alot
of these new founders, and the story
becomes clear

Seen inthislight, Bezos' formulation
becomes revealing not for what it cla-
ims but for what it obscures. By equat-
ing wealth with value created for oth-

If wealth was really
outward-facing, it would
naturally flow to those
whose contribution is
greatest, not to those
whose position is most
advantageous. Using this

ter) logic, M: hould h
Indian el has e IIIIT SAHTA beenabillonaire

verbeenan individualaf-

Western capitalism still venerates the scoreboardasif it weretherulebook.  fair The Indian HNI is not a solitary
Hedge funds offer the cl dem- peak, but a densely connected node.
nder; brilliant investor; problem. Wealth here i

solitary architect of
personalfortune. Be-
20s is not describing
how the West thinks.
He is_offer-
ing Silicon
Valley's

India has always believed

inside anet-

Hedge fund rnanagers can become ex-

workof &\'pedations:family kin, caste,
nd

Someof therich-
estpeoplennEmmbelongmﬂusmhe
And, yet, what value do they create for
others, beyond their own investors?
They do not build industries, create
products, generate employment at sca-
le or solve col-

lectivechallen-
in creating value for others  gos They re-
— just not in the way Bezos  gistribute, ra-
imagines. Our ‘others' are ther than crea-
highly specific, based on a te. Their gains

feudal reading of belonging,
rooted in a long-term idea of losses,orlimit-
reciprocity

come from the

ations of oth-

Tist:
the many who become quasl -kin over

ers, it invites us to overlook economic,
cultural and historical structures that

deter wealthat

Ignorance may be bliss when par-
ticular knowledge is of no practi-
caluse, but it is imperative tolea-
rncorrectly about matters that
bother or interest us. Marie Curie
said, ‘Nothing in life is to be fear-
ed, only to be understood. Now
is the time tounderstandmore,
sothat we may fear less.’

Shesaid thisalmost a: century
ago, and itstill holds special signi-
ficance today, when access tokn-
owledge isat our fingertipsand
justa tap away.

‘Fear sometimes consumesa per-
son. It could be related to the futu-
re, advancingage, career; educa-
tion, children, or the fear of being
alone. It issaid that the time-test-
ed chantingof thenames of Vish-
nu, as inthe Vishnu
removesall fear of disease, old

all, and whose confributions remain
invisible. Simply renaming a certain
kmd of social good as wealth does not

time. Wester

trated autonomy. Indian wealth promi-
ses diffuse continuity In India, wealth
isnot a story one writes alone. It's a hi-
veof interconnections.

ITronically, this means India has al-
ways believed in creating value for
others — just not in the universalised
way Bezos imagines. Our ‘others’ are
highly specific: extended family, trust-
ed employee, old supplier, home villa-
ge, religious community.... Indian bu-
sinessroutinely creates valuefor these

how the world works.

Wea]th does not arise from helping
otherslead better lives. That is govern-
ed by anentirely different set of struc-
tural factors. It's the kind of idea that
looks good from a distance, but shriv-
els when examined upclose. Evenif we
weretoaccept itatfacevalue, itchanges
very little, except to help some billion-
aires feel better about themselves.

Theuwriter iscofounder;
Thinkg Consumer Technologies
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not
There once was a voter
quite keen,

Who showed up all
scrubbed and serene.

The SIR list said,
“You're gone;’
Like a political con,

So, he voted by
shouting obscene.

report has warned. S

controlled (landfilling, waste-to-
energy and recycling) & uncontrolled

Controlled,

] 1,320 mt (62%)

Municipal Solid Waste a Health Risk

Poorly managed solid waste is driving a public health crisis, a new WHO
olid waste - especially municipal solid waste -
affects health through polluted air, water, soil and food. When waste is

collected, or is dumped, burned or not prol

hazardous chemicals, contaminate drinking-water
breeding grounds for insects an
is still disposed of in uncontrolled conditions in several regions...

Global MSW

d rodents. Data

in 2020:

Bell Curves

= R Prasad

Another elementary solution is
tolive simply in the present, as
fearing the unseen robs oneof to-
day’sequanimity. Yet another way
istoremember quesera, sera—
what will be, will be —and that
the future isnotours tosee.

Chat Room I

Measuring
TheRuler

saria Aiyar (Dec17), the UShas

perly treated, it can release
sources and create

show a large MSW share

Landtilig. 641 mt

Au:

Uncontrolled, 806 mt (38%)

e Source: WHO, UNEP

by region (% of total MSW)

Central and South Asia
CAmerica &the Caribbean IEFH

East&South-East Asia ECH

West Asia &North Africa IECH

MSW disposal*,
Sub-saharan Africa IEEH
Oceania EE
South America BEZH

Eastern Europe [IELH

lia & Zealand EM .

e etherncorane el 2| | All our regular flights are
Northern Et 5 B il
WesternEorope. WM & cancelled. Would you like

North America N £ to go fly-by-night, sir?
burning &

Untaxing Days Ahea

Lubna Kably

visions would retain the option to con-
tinue filing individually if that ismore
beneficial.

original decision.

> ln[ndja a supposedly lowlevelof cum»

Forsingle-earner

dual-earn-
ing coupls w:Lhmudest incomes, joint

ceof digital:

nativeslike an,axan portalled to abo

d?

ried out by an officer not involved in the

1y reduce tax
liability by better uu].lsmg exemption

lition of

early 2019. However, astaxpmcesses

STEPUPTO
THE PLATE

.
Fu He Hui
Shanghai
Tucked away in former Fren-
ch Concession, part of Shan-
ghaiunder French control
from 1849101943, Fu He Hui

formationof arules-
based world order; creatingglob-
alinstitutions that enabled a vast
majority of poverty-, illiteracy-
and disease-stricken countries
of Africa, Asiaand Latin Ameri-
ca toconcentrate on promoting
welfare of teemingmillions. In
the samebreath, onemustack-
nowledge the wisdom and saga-
ciousnessof theleadersof the
Non-Alignment Movement who
constantly acted asa check aga-
instnot only economic and mili-
mryhegemonvof the US, butalso
aggressive ideological push of the
Communist regimes of USSRand
China. Persistence of the USsaw
fledgling Third World democra-
cies withstand and survive the
contradictory pullsand pressu-
resof geopolitical dynamics. Of
course, the maverick politics of
Richard Nixonand Henry Kis-
singer in late '60s-early '70s did
blot this record to some extent.
Angara Venkata Girija Kumar
Chennai

Try Expanditure
Of Expenditure

Thisrefers tothe Edit, ‘Geta Fix
on Rural Employment Scheme’
(Dec17). The proposed restruc-
turing of MGNREGA, shifting
nearly40% of the funding onus
tostates, isamajoralteration of
our consequential social safety
net. The Bill warrants scrutiny
= 5 :

herif relaxed

mittee, given its

theriskof faceless
worl( and duplicative filings. Several errors grows. Ombudsman institutions  cafés. Housed ina tranquil vil- ruralliveliho-

1In 2025, India ushered inanewdirecttax countries, including the US, donot weaken tax collection; ]a,th]svevelananﬁn e-dining 3 fed-
framework, marking the most signil Germany, Spainand Portu- they str i just food eralismand
rewriteof I'Tlaw in oversixdecades. The  gal, allow joint filing. by reassuring citizens that butameditative experience. constitutional
objectiveof the T Act2025wastoreorg- B TheTaXPayers Charter, when "Tony Lu, who balance. States
anise India's 'Tlaw to make it simpler; weiled in August 2020, was thereis: afalrandmdepcndenl draws: unBudthstpthumphy differ vastly in
clearerand easier to comply with. awelcomerecognition that placetoturn. and Chinese culinary traditi- fiscal capacity;
» Termslikeassessmentyearandpre-  taxpayers deservefairness, ©> Australia’s inspector-g ons, isaspace transferringex-
vious year; which wereconfusingforin-  transparency and respect. ralof i taxation i i fine penditureres-
dividual taxpayers, havebeenreplaced ~ Butyearslater, itremainsa intersect. rithout assured rev-
with the concept of atax year. deﬁ.nedas statement of intent,nota laint Each cour ighli ion ri: i
auniform 12-month period tatutory Th )veviews. The oﬂ’xce issues lity Chi —vege- out the programme where it is
Aprill progress — many have been needed most. The Finance Com-
» Exempti linked to h qui i ital failures, Irhadmg mission must TECOM-
alary i h atuity, HRA, ). ped taxpayers — yet, the char- to: mcommendauons thatreshape ad- mendations on compensatory de-

i ter b ministr Ties volution, either through enhan-
ment compensation have been consoli- Forinstance, in Britain, if pay intreatingi i ced tax shares or adedicated fund
dated under the salary chapter: While erfeels that services provided haven't early warning signals of deeper institu- pool for employment guarantees.
thls)slawelyasnuchxal clean-t up. 1l met standards nut]med inthe charter tional problems. R Narayanan
hould (whichare wid include > Canada'sofficeof taxpayers’ ombuds Navi Mumbai
navigate for employe&s being treated fairly, being. man
» Several compliance-related provisi- and keeping datasecure), they canfilea  ewerof service-related. complamrsag& Changing thenameof aflagship

ons have been consolidated to improve
understanding. The new Actalsoem-
powers Gol imed at

complaint, which His Majesty's Reve-
nueand! Cus(ams (HMRC) assures will

inst Canada Revenue Agency, While it
doesnot intervene in tax disputes on me-

rogramme isnot. mem].\ugu:slr
ic ad]ustment itrequiresrepri-

Delhigovernment'sbanontandoorsinrestaur

teriesunder Section 31(A) of the Air(Prevention and Cont-

rol of Pollution) Act 1981, put an end to all coal- and firewo-

od-fuelled flames, matchsticks included. Frankly, do away
i well.

with gas-based or other cleaner-based

Fire has had a good run—millennia of dominance, endless
cameos inmythologyand movies, and astarringrole in every
dhaba and Mughlai joint. It’s time for a cold revolution. At
‘weddings, couples can circle a battery-powered LED lamp, its

flicker powered by three AA cells. Pujas can by 0

und induction cooktops, while tandoori chicken can be re-
branded as ‘USB-heated poultry surprise’. Progress is micro-
waving fire goodbye. Humbugs will say this is absurd, and yo-
u'll relapse into your agneepath before the first week of the
new yearisdone. But you'll besurprised what youcanachieve

bedealt ickly and fairly. rits, u mvestlgams unfair. treatment, ex- nt updal~
Impr Incase of adi rer the de- 1y poor ion. redients. Si; dishy i platforms, revising
intax cision, astatutory review i i s *h i i,adelicate signhoards. alteringstationery,
that is increasingly powered by tech- ble, which i: gesinhow taxpayer ri blend of tofuskin, icati
nology. With this framework in place, appealing to the tribunal. HMRC states i dand how in- black: with laL test
per thcoming budget can that three-quarters of disagreements i low-i quinoa aplant-
i i 2 havebeen duringareview, whichiscar- are handled. Thismechanism offersa ‘based mapo tofu, gi cai (Chin- dlsmmsAllof this costs pub-
tried and tested in other countriesand crediblealternative tolitigationforindi-  esechives)dumplings, egg- ]lc money that could, instead, be
are insync with the needs of modern- viduals caught in procedural limbo. p]antm].ls mthga]lan(()}un used to clear pending MGNRE-
day taxpayers. Across jurisdiction: ma hpﬁ taro GA wages, expand workdays, or
P Optional joint taxation for couples has sistent. Ta wide qui- (aroot daily wagerates
beel\ ])mposed by the Institute of Char- ckerrelief for mdlvlduali facmghard with pumpkin sauca that still hover below minimum
India(ICADinits Shlp lower the Clear th deli levels in many states. The
Under the s, and. shmea].\ght onrecunmg verspumumam!,whlle des- nation does not need renamed
cm ‘rent system, each spouse is taxed se- admmlsuauvefaﬂures Revivingthe sertslike black bean ice-cream schemes, it needs renewed com-
parately, even though incomes, expen- 'ombudsman office — with greater in- 'with mung bean pastry and mitment to the poorest citizens
sesand financial responsibilitiesare dependenoe, clear jurisdiction and gojlberry sorbetvmh Shao- Gandhi spent hislifedefending.
oftenshared. resolution dat refined Pradeep Kumar
Joint taxation would have a higher ex- would provide an essential balance in ﬁms)l Thoughtful lea pair- Surat
‘e.mptxon thresholdand al:gmu&l!e;ll’i the taxecosystem. g}‘fﬂ c[(;r;}:-lge;‘«: ‘:}-mexpenence Nebers b the edior may beaddressel

by turning off aag. Old flames Y.

ningi fons. Tax pro-
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> A thought for today

The notion of directing a film is the invention of critics - the
whole eloquence of cinema is achieved in the editing room

ORSON WELLES

It’ll Be Happy Ending...

IFI&B ministry lets film festival preview committees
be sole arbiters of what can or cannot be screened
OnOcLlB,1980,youcouldhavewalkedintoDe]hj‘sVigyathawan

at 3pm, and watched a screening of Sergei Eisenstein’s

silent film, Battleship Potemkin, for all of %2, which was
the price of a bread loaf those days. It was organised by our
own I&B ministry that, 45 years later, initially appeared to display
great reluctance to let a younger audience watch this classic at
the ongoing International Film Festival of Kerala (IFFK).

The ministry’s late clearance of censor exemption for 19 foreign
films in IFFK’s lineup made headlines the past few days. Potemkin,
the cause celebre in the list due to its age - it will turn 100 on
Sunday - and multigenerational impact, eventually got exemption
on Wednesday evening. But what preceded it once again shows
why govt should let film fests function autonomously, like Cannes,
Berlinale, Sundance, and many others.

It was to this end that govt changed rules in 2006, cutting out
the Censor Board from the screening
process for film fests. Until then, the
Board's role in clearances had been
causing delays. The revised rules laid
down a 15-day time frame to clear lists
submitted by fest organisers. Clearance
could be withheld on grounds of national
security, law and order, and relations
with other countries, but the existence
of apreview committee amongthe organisers ensured ‘problematic’
titles weren’t included.

The preview committee rule followed the global model. For
instance, at Cannes, the world’s biggest film fest, 1951's Swiss
entry, Four in a Jeep, was denied screening, only to avoid hurting
Soviet feelings in the Cold War - Soviet soldiers were called “bloody
Russians” in the film. Reciprocally, the Soviet entry, Liberated
China, was also banned. Likewise, at the 20th Berlinale in 1970,
Michael Verhoeven’s anti-war film o.k. was “neutralised” by the
jury because itdidn’tappear to encourage “understanding between
nations” - it was inspired by the 1966 rape of a Vietnamese girl by
American soldiers, which was problematic for the jury’s American
chairman. But there was no govt involvement in these decisions.
And so it should be in India in 2026.

Indiaaspirestobeacultural soft power, and as the world’s biggest
film factory —over 2,500 of the 9,511 films made in 2023 were Indian —
it needs greater exposure to global cultural milestones, not less.
LetI&Bministry getout of clearing film festival entries altogether.

Do Let It Sleep

We work, we have fun late into night, work again...and
stress out our bodies. We aren't infinitely adaptable
On weekdays, you wake up to a shrill alarm. On weekends,

yousleep inlate. This is youliving your bestlife. Except...is

your body protesting? Is office on Monday full of pain?
No amount of coffee getsrid of the brain fog or nagging headache.
Orirritability and heartburn. Interestingly, these are all symptoms
of jetlag. You haven't travelled across continents. But your body
experiences the difference in sleep timings between weekdays
and weekends as if it were hurtling through time zones. Travel-
induced jet lag is a short-term problem. Social jet lag, on the other
hand, can be chronic.

Tumble out of bed and stumble to the kitchen, pour yourself a
cup of ambition, and yawn and
stretch and try to come to life - that,
Dolly Parton sang, is how the 9¢0 5
day begins. Sometimes, it’s even 9
to 9. So Friday night you let loose.
Maybe laugh with friends well past
midnight, to feel connected, to feel
lost in music, conversation, them.
Dinner parties, dancing, movies,
OTT binging - the list is not exhaustive. This Nicki Minaj song
explains the weekend vibe: “The night is still young and so are
we...How dare we sit quietly and watch the world pass us by?” As
does Badshah's Saturday, Saturday.

The scientists who have diagnosed ‘social jet1ag’ for us, also have
some good ideas for healing it. Minimise circadian disruptions.
One late night here and one short sleep there is OK, but avoid
yo-yoing all the time. When you sleep late, try to get some bright
sunlight upon waking up. Stay hydrated. And remember, zzzing
until 2pm makes the jet lag worse. As Peter Gluckman and
Mark Hanson write in Mismatch: Why Our World No Longer Fits
Our Bodies, while humans have evolved to be able to live in a
broad range of environments, we are not infinitely adaptable.
Let’slisten to our bodies more, abuse them less.

Grammar RIPped

Parts of speech are dumbfounded
Bachi Karkaria

Avisitortellsa boy whoanswers the bell that he’s come to meet
his mother, and gets the sullen reply, ‘She was in, she is out!" The
aghast man says, ‘Young man, where’s your grammar?!’ To
which the lad points upstairs and says, ‘She’s takin' a nap.
Thisold jokeagain reminded me about Rajiv Gandhithrowmg
) the threatening Hindi idiom at his opponents, ‘Unki nani
yaaaddila denge‘ because no one’s been remembering their ‘grammar’. Too
many think that Wren & Martin’s textbook is strictly for the birds.

Our PM-ji recently resurrected the old charge that we were Macoolied by
colonial masters. This provoked much to and fro between pro and no, leading
to the congratulatory conclusion that we hoisted them by their own petard.
Meaning we used the English they taught us to teach them a lesson.

I'm a ‘grammar Nazi’, but colleagues now dismiss my corrections as just

Goebbelsdy-gook. No one wants to be dictated to by spelling. SMS
‘] was the OG, then WhatsApp emerged from slangy ‘What's up?” or,
worse, ‘Wassup?'. Both reduced phrases, even whole sentences, to

_,/ alphabets. Y r u ROTFL? This cancer is no longer b9; in fact it has

ﬁ=l Mel a -stasised.
ut Hey! Wow! Outlier interjection is now the

Race To The Gateway Of Bombay

Stakes are high, but Mumbai’s civic polls are touch-and-go for both coalitions. Allies’
hyperlocal networks and organisational depth may decide the battle

Sumeet Mhaskar

Ahead of BMC polls,
cousins Uddhav and
Raj Thackeray have
united on the platform
L | of Marathi asmita
(pride) - at stake is the
Thackeray political legacy. The two
face NDA, the BJP-Shinde Senaalliance,
for control of India’s wealthiest civic
body. Since the 1980s. the undivided
Shiv Sena, in partnership with BJP,
has controlled BMC.

Today, this dynamic has reversed.
BJP aims to be the dominant force in
the civic body, employing aggressive
‘manoeuvres to bolster its position. It even
attempted to undercut partner Shinde
Sena, before electoral pressures forced
it to contest the elections together.

Meanwhile, Brothers Thackeray are
fighting to reclaim their status as sole
heirs to Bal Thackeray's legacy.

with BJP's “transactional” version.
His slogan, “Ram on the lips, Adani in
the pocket,” frames BJP’s ideology as
acover for corporate favouritism.

Further, UBT Sena and MNS cadres
have proactively countered BJP’s
narrative on social media, circulating
images of Mahayuti leaders at Eid
celebrations to blunt attacks on their
own secular alliances. While BJP has
also accused Uddhav of “looting”
Mumbai's treasury, these allegations
have struggled to gain traction as the
former has been an alliance partner in
running BMC for decades.

Politics of Marathi asmita received
a fresh lease of life following the
controversial introduction of Hindi
as a mandatory third language in
primary schools. The Thackerays
have leveraged this momentum to
portray BJP as a ‘Gujarati party’
intent on siphoning development
projects to neighbouring Gujarat.

that became a rallying point for UBT

Sena and MNS cadres to reach out to

their constituencies and convey the

message that such practices enable

outsiders to exploit Maharashtra.
Maraﬂu med.\ahas playeda pivotal role

With few
the vernacular press

neo-Buddhist Dalit constituency. BJP
attempts to p mto Matang and
Charmakar const:

categorisation of reservanon pO].l(:leS.
However, it remains unclear whether
these groups will align with Mahayuti’s
broader platform.

In recent elections,

has echoed fears UBT Sena has gained
Sllmm the thiutu.re of Even minor shifts in subséanﬁ;u;{)pﬂ(}?ﬁmg
ShouldiheThackerays  tUOUt could alter the i b o e
lose BMC. BJP has results..But,beyond s jiely to continue,
found it a challenge the headline battles, will Athawale's RPI (A) and
todelegitimisethe the city’s crumbling infra Ambedkar's VBA are
B e Tl some space? R Gmane bodkate
Marathipress. Similarly, Samajwadi Party and

Beyond the headline clash
between Mahayutiand Thackerays,
the election remains a multi-

. layered contest with razor-thin
margins. Mahayuti has roped

AIMIM pose a significant challenge
for the Muslim vote, complicating the
math for the major alliances.
Ultimately, these hyper-localised
elections will be decided by candidates’

Ideological battle lines were drawn
well before the polls - Uddhav and Raj
came together in July 2025 on the
Marathi language gquestion. Mahayuti
alliance anticipated the UBT Sena and
MNS alliance for BMC polls and criticised
themove as opportunistic.

MNS had influenceover123of BMC's
227 wards during last Nov's assembly
elections. Given this, Mahayuti has
countered both the Thackerays, but their
focus has mainly been on Uddhav.

BJP has consistently sought to
de-legitimise ~ Uddhav’s Hindutva
credentials by highlighting his support
among Muslims. At Vijay Sankalp
Melava in Sept "025 BJP’s Mumhal
president
“infiltratior
could become mayor.

Uddhav has countered this by
framing his party as the custodian of
“authentic” Hindutva, contrasting it

Thisnarrative has been bolstered
by allegations of ‘vote theft’

Anandraj

in BR Ambedkar’s gxandson

local networks and by party cadres’
b

via
Shinde Sena’s alliance with
Republican Sena,

th-level mien

[Even minor shifts in turnout could

alter the results across numerous

constituencies. These elections will

decide, to quote the iconic line

from the film Satya, “Mumbai ka
kingkaun?”

Amidst this verbal warfare, one
hopes some space will be given
to discuss the city’s crumbling

public transport, housing shortage,
inadequate healthcare, pothole-ridden
roads and water scarcity. These systemic
failures affect millions daily.

However, unless these substantive
issues force their way into the debate,
¥’ the BMC election slated for Jan 15 risks
devolving into a purely verbal war
between two political camps, delivering
plenty of noise butno concreterelief to
the citizens of Mumbai.

The writer teaches at OP Jindal Global
University

to woo

To Build A Safe Gig, Follow The Baba

How to secure rights for gig workers - with no single employer, fixed hours of work, or common
workplace? K'taka gets a new law whose foundation was laid over 50 years ago by a young doctor

Aruna Roy and Nikhil Dey

Karnataka’s legislation
for gigworkers kicked
in in Nov, mere weeks
before the man who
built the timeless
foundation for such a
law, passed away at age 95. A tall trade union leader,
it is Baba Adhav’s work of 75 years that has become
first principles to secure the labour rights and dignity
for contemporary India’s unorganised sector - over
90% of the workforce.

Tt all goes back to the early 1950s, when a young
22-year-old doctor with socialist ideals began working
in Pune. One of the firstgroups Adhav set out to organise
were ‘hamals’ - headloaders who carried heavy sacks
on their heads and backs. Migrants from surrounding
rural areas, they had no fixed employer, moved from

iatingrates, and ha emely short
working lives due to the physical nature of their work.
Inacrisis, there Thethreecor:
of workers’rights, fair wages, worki: ition:
and social security, were entirely absent.

Organising hamals was extraordinarily difficult.
Yet through yearsof persistentorganising, struggleand
negotiation, Adhav and the Hamal Panchayat achieved
abreakthrough that would permanently alter the imagi-
nationof labourrights inIndia. Theyevolvedalegal and
institutional framework that brought workers, employers
and the state onto a common platform through what
later became the Mathadi (Headloaders) Board.

This tripartite structure solved what many had
believed to be an unsolvable problem: how to secure
rights for workers with no single employer, fixed hours
of work, oracommon workplace. Hamals whohadlived
on individually negotiated piece-rate payments were
now registered en masse, along with employers who
had long evaded responsibility. Instead of being paid
cash per sack, workers collected coupons and received
composite monthly payments at rates fixed through
tripartite negotiations. A levy on each sack, funded
social security including provident fund, gratuity.
workers' compensation, bonus, and inistrative

remains the most influential model for unorganised
sector welfare boards in India.

Over time, it became clear that Adhav's work with
the hamals shaped a far wider vision of workers' rights.
The model inspired waste pickers, domestic workers,
auto-rickshaw drivers, and street vendors to demand
recogniti ucturesof theirown. Central
to this imagination was Adhav’s early articulation that
pensions and social security are the composite burden
of every employer. of the entire sector; and of society.
This principle continues to sit at the heart of ongoing
debateson u.nlversal soual prolectmn

The at

creativetrade

i Pune’ olony, with dignified
housing, schools, a bank and the iconic community
kitchen ‘Kashtachi Bhakri': bread of your labour: Seeing
the nutritional hardship_ faced by workers, the union
created akitchen that pr
city Run largely by women, food was transported daily
to fixed locations. For 50 uninterrupted years, through
bandhs, riots, and natural calamities, this kitchen has, on
ano-profit basis, fed nearly 10,000 people a day.

Adhav's vxsmu of Jusnce drew from Phule and
ity.

costs. It was a stroke of institutional genius, and

and ints i
During the 1970s drought, he and other socialist leaders

challenged caste inequality in rural Maharashtra by
fanning out to rural areas, demandmg a smgle state-
d drinking water rillage - “ek gaon,
ek panghat”. This arrangement should inspire us to
ate how tems, from water at
MGNREGA worksites to mid- day ‘meals when delivered
bymembersof socially marginalised communities, can
ontand

Depthof Adhav’s contribution becomes even clearer
‘when viewed in light of contemporary labour struggles.
One of the fastest-growing sectors today is the gig
economy, where workers operate without employer
recognition or legal protection. For over a decade,
gig workers remained trapped in a legal vacuum, with
aggregatorsdenying any responsibility.

The breakthrough came when gig workers unions
and social movements in India drew inspiration
from the Mathadi model. Registering workers and
employers, fixing social security contributions per
transaction, and creating a collective identity for a
scattered workforce offered a ready framework for
the digital age in India, and beyond.

In Nov 2025, Karnataka became a pioneer in labour
protection for gig workers by notifying the Karnataka
Plattorm based Gig Workers Act By ﬁxmg employer

forevery th ate
how digital systems can scale what was once done
manually, enabling auto-registration, tracking of worker
rights, and more transparent, worker-oriented boards.

much of Indxa 'sunorganised workforce.

The conceptual roots of this architecture lie in
Adhav’s pioneering work and hamal unions of Pune,
beginning 75 years ago. None of this came easily.
The workers' ‘Baba’ was jailed 52 times in independent
India advocating causes that only demonstrated
ways of putting constitutional values into practice.
Even at age 94, he undertook a successful hunger
strike to protect the Mathadi Act.

ba Adhav's contribution shows justice for workers
requires perseverance, structural imagination,
institutional creativity and collective action by working
people themselves.

The writers are social activists and founder members of
Mazdoor Kisan Shakti Sangathan

Calvin & Hohbhes

YoU KNOW WHAT'S WEIRD ?
1 DONT REMEMBER MucH
OF ANNTHING
UNTIL T WAS
THREE YEARS

HALF OF MY

GOOD HEAVENS, WHAT KIND
OF SICKO WOULD BRAINWASH
AN INFANT P/ AND WHAT
DID I KNON THAT SOMEONE
WANTED ME TO FORGET 22

ML,

B0, AM T
MISTEROUS

TR O T 1
Vi
N
N

Sacredspace
Every
reform
means
awakening.
Oncetruly
awakened,
thenation
willnot be satisfied
with reformonly in the department

oflife.

MK Gandhi

Jesus Chatbots & Other Religious Tech-Practices

1 ishdi

Ethical Treatment of Ammals(PETA)

Narayani Ganesh

15-year-old Carlo Acutis who died
of leukaemia in 2006 - popularly
ownas ‘God'sinfluencer’ and
the ‘Patron Saintof theInternet’-used
digital media to promote Catholicism.
A website he created documented
Euchari bythe

erratica part "o specth. “THis, When Commi's gon into  Coms,
————————— apostrophe atrophied, and Mark Tully's 1992 No Full Stops
in India unintendedly validated. Ouch!

Grammar hara-kiri is relentless. Nouns have suffered ID theft; now tasked
with becoming verbs. Pronouns are foreibly gender-reassigned, turning ‘s/he’
into a confusing ‘they’. But then, crazy angrezi itself makes plural a singular
conundrum. An erudite friend never figured out why normally plural ‘s’ is
paired with singular nouns, not plural ones: “The boy stands’ but ‘Boys stand’.
Now anew problem has dawned with the new ‘they’.

Idespairover my building WhatsApp group's hourly request - ‘Does anyone

as...", butshouldn'’t it be singularly correct?

Looks like ‘grammar’ isnot napping; often, she's simply not alive tologic.

T

AlecSmartsaid: “Thedevout may think ‘GRAMG'isajap-i ion

church. With its finger on the pulse of the
digital world, the Vahcanled by Pope Leo

connection between devotee and god, but
notallof thefaithfulare convinced about
this. In the 1998 Bollywood film 1947
Earthdirected by Deepa Mehta, Aamir
Khan plays a street-smart character
who carries adial-up telephone in his
bag, promising devotees to call god
ontheir behalf even ashedials

o
thenumbers7-89andholds  A0ASSEAR

an imaginary conversation (%%

XIVon Sept 7,2025, Acutis,
acknowledging the vital role of infotech
inspreading the faith and keeping the flock
together inan increasingly social media
and Internet dependent demographic.
Brian Owens writes in Nature
that “the work of asaintly teenager
tech- leard isjust: one way that new
theirway into
artificial i it

thedivine. Today the ~ Sp2he
{an‘.hfu.lmay not fall for ™
that trick but some are

beingdrawn to Al'Jesus
chatbots’ that promise the
same, of helping them
speak directly with Jesus Christ
orother religious figures.
Whatls worrying is that these

(AI) chatbots. and ntual -performing
taki

notajob-guarantee.”

onspiritual roles
thatare conventionally filled by humans.”

e hosted by private outfits that
have noreligious background and no one
issureasto what kind of seripturalor
other information is being fed into these

Al tools to make them spout so-called
religious truths or conduct rituals or
even claim to speak in the voice of god.

Jesus chatbots are fertile ground for
gettingscammed, say experts. “It’s
difficult to know if they arereallyabout
religion or are just milking money from

thefaithful,” says Anne Verhoef, North-
West University, I’utchetetroom.
lysed five

donated arobot

toatemple in Kerala for itsrituals toavoid
the useof real-life animals. Certain
spiritual websites offer virtual services
like conducting puja, havan and
abhishek, offering prasad, adorning the
deity with flower offeringsandsoon,
from remote- locahuns But theseare mild

0429,  South Africa,
,.', popular Jesus chatbots by
=% askingthem questionsabout
9% themselvesand basic
theology. Verhoef says the
bility for abuse is huge, as

possil
THE SPEAKING TREE seekers tend to be vulnerable

and gullible. Believinga
chatbot to be divinity itself, they may
follow its instructions faithfully.
Other major religions are using

uses of hi-t withlarge
language models and Al tools like Jesus
chatbots that could bean alarming trend,
because of the possibility of followers
gettingmisled or duped.

Intheearly daysof theInternet,
rumours wererife that the next
appearance of Jesus Christ or thenext
Hindu avatar would emerge in the digital
world. A medium isamedium, whether
human or dlgtal soone cannot rule

if you d

generative Al tools
rituals. Some Hindu temples are known
to useroboticarms to perform thelamp
ritual before a deity (aarti). People for the

ut ic

fonowerof afaith. Safeguardslike prudence

and caution need tobe exercised.
ganeshnarayani@yahoo.com
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LND.LA. bloc must decide on
issues, Cong, can't take call

opinions on every issue that confronts the nation; there will even be
differences between parties on some topics. The key lies in the ability

It's not necessary that all political parties in an alliance share their

of the leadership to find common points of agreement so that it can put
up a cohesive argument before the people.

The opinion of Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Omar Abdullah that
it does not share the opinion of the Congress on vote theft, an issue the lat-
ter has focused all its energies on of late, betrays lack of consensus on
issues of critical importance within the LN.D.L.A. bloc. Apparently, the
Congress’ view is at complete variance with the position of several of the
alliance partners. Mr Abdullah’s reference came a day after the Congress
held a massive rally in the capital and alleged that the Election

Commission is colluding

with the Union government in facilitating vote

theft and undermining the electoral process.

The NCP, too, has indicated its aloofness from the Congress agenda of
questioning the use of electronic voting machines. The party is alright
with the EVMs and proposes that the I.N.D.LA. bloc rather concentrate on

issues that affect people’s
The NCP, too, has
shown its aloofness
from the Cangress
of

day-to-day lives.

It may be remembered that the Congress has
been spending most of its energies of late on this
single topic of vote theft as the party feels it
amounts to undermining the very idea of elec-
toral democracy. The party also feels that the

the use of EVMs. It
in fact proposes
that the LN.D.LA.
bloc rather concen-
trate on issues that
affect people’s
day-to-day lives.
tive of the LN.D.I.A. bloc
Left parties. The DMK,

special i revision (SIR) of the electoral
rolls which is being carried out across the coun-
try is also part of a grand scheme that will
cumulatively disenfranchise a massive number
of people. Defendmg the integrity of the elec-
toral process is the toughest challenge of the
time and hence should top the Opposition agen-
da, according to the party.

The Samajwadi Party and the Rashtriya
Janata Dal would largely vouch for this initia-
and have vowed to stand by it, and so have the

a key partner in the alliance, is also part of the

Congress campaign on vote theft. But the Trinamul Congress is fighting its

own war against SIR.

It cannot be that Mr Abdullah does not understand the importance of the
issue that the Congress has been raising. So his dissent must be seen as an
expression of the disappointment that has set in inside the Opposition bloc
on the lack of a consultation process before arriving at a decision concern-
mg strategy and programmes to be adopted by the bloc. Mr Abdullah’s pre-

vious reference that the L.

N.D.LA. bloc was on a life support system must

in fact be read in conjunction with the latest outburst. One should not lose
sight of the lone battle the National Conference has been fighting for the
restoration of the statehood of Jammu and Kashmir. Indeed that should
have been on the LN.D.LA. bloc’s agenda.

Taken together, the responses of the alliance partners of the LN.D.L.A.
bloc portray a picture of a house unnecessarily divided. It now falls upon
the shoulders of no party other than the Congress to take the lead in instill-
ing a sense of unity of purpose within the alliance and make it a political
platform with the potential to strike when an opportunity lands. Indeed,
it's time that the Congress got its act together and helped the alliance do

the same.

Spotlight on ISIS sleeper cells

shooting that killed 15 people at Bondi Beach in Sydney is a worrisome

T1e role of a terror-indoctrinated Indian, Sajid Akram, in the recent mass

development and hints at steadily growing radicalisation in the country.
Sajid, who was born in Hyderabad around 50 years ago, left home to work
overseas at a young age. His work took him to West Asia and Pakistan, where
he was indoctrinated into radical ISIS ideology. Sajid, in turn, influenced his
son Navee(L who was captured and is being interrogated by the Aust

Though initially Sajid was suspected to be a Pakistani, his Indian passport
established his Indian links to Hyderabad. The Telangana police swiftly inves-
tigated his roots in Hyderabad and revealed all his details, without giving any
scope for speculation. Ever since he left Hyderabad in 1998, the police said Sajid
visited the city only six times and had no record of criminal antecedents there

His radicalisation appears

to be the result of his interaction with peopl

West Asia and Pakistan — a modus operandi being followed by ISIS to enml
Indian Muslims into its terrorist agenda.
The Islamic State or ISIS is a transnational Salafi jihadist militant or

tion founded in 2006. Many

‘ganisa-
living around the world joined it, but

Indian Muslims were the least affected by its propaganda — forcing ISIS to tap

Muslims working

overseas.

The recruitment strategy of ISIS in India clusters around online radicalisa-
tion, small modules, IED experimentation, handlers and fund-raising chan-
nels. In most cases linked to ISIS in India, the sleeper cells consisted of fewer
than 10 persons. However, the key concern is the proliferation of sleeper cells

in the country. Indian Muslims must guard against bein;

g dragged into a glob-

al terror factory, and the government must extend all the help they need for

this purpose.
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ONER 45,000
] VGTERS REMOVED
W BHAKANIPUR.

Justice or vengeance? No
end to violence in Bdesh

Sunanda K.

Datta- Ray

ien the hall in
Dhaka  ex-
ploded in ap-
ause  bec-
ause Sheikh
Hasina Wazed, the ousted
Prime Minister now living
in exile in India, was sen-
tenced to death, I was re-
minded of Sir Edward Pen-
derel Moon, a British mem-
ber of the Indian Civil Ser-
vice and a historian, arguing
in his book Strangers In
India that Anglo-Saxon ju-
risprudence was unsuited to
the subcontinent. His argu-
ment was that most Bnts
had little understanding of
India’s moral values, histori-
cal legacy and traditional
ethic, although they had
copied the Westminster sys-
tem lock, stock and barrel.
uhammad Yunus' call
for parliamentary elections
next February confirms that
Bangladesh remains a “rid-
dle wrapped in a mystery
inside an enigma”. The 85-
year-old economist, entre-
preneur and politician is
Bangladesh's “fifth chief
adviser” since 2024. Have
four simply disappeared as
politician after politician is
murdered or executed.
Perhaps an even more lofty
authority whom “advisers”
advise and in whom vests
ultimate power is lurking
somewhere.

Realising that the system
was not best suited to their
needs, Gen. Hussain Mu-
hammad Ershad, the dicta-
tor from 1983 to 1990, enacted
the eighth constitutional
amendment to elevate
Islam’s status. In the same
spirit, he changed “Dacca” to
Dhaka which sounds closer
to Bengali phonetics. He
should also have revised the
justice system, especially
crime and punishment and
rules of evidence.

It's said in Pakistan, no
matter who wins the polls,
the military remains in po-
wer. No wonder Gen. Ershad
was considering how to
involve the military in gov-
ernance, as in Suharto’s
Indonesia. Meanwhile,
Bangladeshis may wonder if
like Pakistan’s ISL, which is

hold of the killer father and handed him over to the

never out of office, Mr Yunus
is a permanent chief adviser.
Ishenow the sole incumbent
or does he share the crown
with the former Chief Jus-

Mr Yunus is a
permanent chief
adviser. Is he now
the sole incumbent
or does he share the
crown with the
former Chief Justice,
Shahabuddin Ahmed,
on whom the honour
was bestowed in
19907

tice, Ahmed,
on whom the honour was
bestowed (by whom?) in
1990? Shahabuddin Ahmed
served twice as President of
Bangladesh and as Chief
Justice from 1990 to 1995. As
Chief Adviser, he oversaw
Bangladesh’s 1991 general
election with powers like
those of a Prime Minister,
except for the sacred defence
portfolic with which a
nation that has not forgotten
its Pakistani past can't
entrust mere civilians.

Gen. Ershad won a contro-
versial presidential election
in 1986 after ousting the civil-
ian incumbent, but was ulti-
mately worsted by the two
Begums of Bangladeshi poli-
tics, Sheikh  Mujibur
Rahaman’s daughter,
Sheikh Hasina Wazed, and
Mrs Khaleda Zia, widow of
the assassinated Gen. Ziaur
Rahman, who buried the
hatchet for once to umte
against the military usurper

The then Army chief, Gen
Nuruddin Khan, refused to
support Gen. Ershad, who
had to step down when
Army officers loyal to him
were removed.

Gen. Ershad tried one last
ploy. He appointed Justice

Shahabuddin Ahmed to
form an acceptable neutral
caretaker government and
prepare for democratic elec-
tions. But instead of doing
50, Mr Shahabuddin imme-
diately arrested Gen. Er-
shad, an action that Bang-
ladesh’s Supreme Court
struck down but too late in

the day.

Bangladesh is lucky to
have a reserve of so many
potential advisers and chief
advisers who can be dragged
out of the closet when there
is a crisis. They function
then as ministers but, not
having been elected, are not
answerable to Parliament.
However it evolved, the sys-
tem has always seemed to
function with smooth effec-
tiveness in contrast to the

fit ising acrobatics
of democratic ministry-mak-
ing. Initially intended to sup-
port the transition from
authoritarianism to demo-
cracy, the caretaker system
was institutionalised in 1996
by the Sixth Parliament as
mistrust increased between

e Bangladesh Nationalist
Pany and the Awami
League.

The present adviser for for-
eign affairs, Mohammed
Touhid Hossain, for inst-
ance, was a career diplomat
and Bangladeshi deputy
high commissioner in Kolk-
ata before becoming foreign
secretary. If he offended Ind-
ians by denying allegations
of illegal migrants in N-E
India and by blaming New
Delhi for stagnant India-
Bangladesh relations, he
could also be caustic about
Anwar Bakht Choudhury,
the Bangladeshi-origin high
commissioner that London
sent to Dhaka in 2004. “He
has passed the Tebbit test!”
was Mr Hossain's reported
comment.

Along with Mrs Wazed, a
former home minister, Asad-
uzzaman Khan Kamal, was
sentenced to death in absen-
tia. A third accused, ex-
Inspector General of Police
Chowdhury Abdullah Al-
Mamun, was sentenced to
five years' imprisonment.
Mr Yunus thought the ver-
dict “histor while M

politically motivated”,

This is not the end. It's not
the beginning either for that
lay in the Partition riots of
1947, compounded by the
1971 war that created
Bangladesh.

Another grim round fol-
lowed in 1975 when Sheikh
Mujib and his extended fam-
ily were murdered in their
Dhanmondi residence. Not
forgotten yet, that bloodbath
inspired vicious calls during
the recent upheavals in
Dhaka to raze Mujib’s long
demolished house to the

the international community, very little has been

ground. Mujib's key col-
leagues — home minister
Tajuddin  Ahmed, Syed
Nazrul Islam, A.HM. Qam-
aruzzaman and Muhammad
Mansur Ali — were bayonet-
ed to death in Dhaka Central

Jail three months after the
Dhanmondi carnage, appar-
ently on the orders of
Mujib's erstwhile colleague,
Khondaker Mushtaq
Ahmad, who immediately
stepped into his murdered
boss’ shoes to become
President.

Brigadier Khaled Mush-
arraf's abortive counter-
coup against Mushtaq was
crushed and Col. Abu
Taher’s loyal troops freed
Ziaur Rahman from house
arrest, whereupon he
appointed himself the chief
martial law administrator.
But Gen. Zia was also
gunned down, whereupon
Gen. Ershad took over.

Formal democracy was
restored. But the cycle of
death continued. When Faz-
lur Quader Chowdhury, a
former Pakistan National
Assembly  Speaker, was
jailed in 1973, his son,
Salahuddin Quader
Chowdhury, a leading light
in the BNP, warned Taj-
uddin and his colleagues to
have air-conditioners and
other comforts installed in
the jail as their time would
also come. It did. Fazlur
Quader Chowdhury died
behind bars before Tajuddin
and the others were
butchered. Then Salahuddin
and Ali Ahsan Mohammad
Mujahid were hanged after
being convicted of genocide
and rape— charges that they
denied.

So, it goes on. Trials are
conducted under antiquated
British laws. Evidence is
based on concepts that locals
may not comprehend. Ques-
tions are more intelligible to
lawyers than to respondents.
Who knows what the latest
killing of Sharif Osmann
Hadi, chief of the rlght wing

Inquilab Mancha, will lead
to? Few can tell where jus-
tice ends and vengeance
begins. Partly because of the
Judaic punishment system
and the Anglo-Saxon code of
nght and wrong, Bang]adesh
is still wallowing in blood.
It's not the only aspect of
Asian life that needs review-
ing in light of indigenous
requirements.

The writer is a senior

Journalist, columnist and
author

LETTERS

G RAM G BILL

In unsatisfied thrust to
renaming, the Narendra
Modi government at the
Centre decided to replace
the world's largest rural
jobs programme MGNREGA
with Viksit Bharat
Guarantee Rojgar Ajeevika
Machine Gramin after
changing Planning
Commission as Niti Aayog
(G Ram G Bill for rural jobs
in Lok Sabha, Dec. 17).
Among others, it changed
the Centre and state ratio
of financial commitment
from 90:10 to 60:40 and
also capped the Budget
support. The Centre con-
fines to supervisory role
while states have to exe-
cute and take accountabili-
ty of the programme.
Pratapa Reddy Yaramala
NTR district

INVALID VOTERS

All political parties should realise
that the nation’s security is more
important than the political power
game (EC deletes 58.2L invalid voters
Jfrom Bengal rolls, Dec. 17). 1t is per-
tinent that the EC deleted around 58
lakh fake voters in West Bengal
under SIR which includes 34 lakh
Rohingya mostly from Bangladesh.
Under the alarming situation the
predominant Rohingya will have to
be deported to their homeland
immediately.

B.V. Apparao

Simhachalam

The results of the first phase of SIR
in West Bengal's voter rolls is
apparently an anti-climax to the
BJP’s ongoing propaganda against
the illegal Bangladeshi or Rohingya
voters. In fact, the Murshidabad vio-
lence against Hindus last year was
the flashpoint for the NDA govern-
ment mandating EC to undertake
SIR. It is however surprising to note
that there are 24 lakh dead voters in
the deleted list. Media repurts indi-
cated that illegal Bang] and
Rohingya left West Bengal as the
exercise of SIR commenced. There
were more illegal voters among 68
lakh+ detected in Bihar when SIR
was conducted there. But then in
West Bengal where illegal Muslims
were more in number, the deletions
post SIR should be more. There is
something more than meets the eye
in as the system has apparently
been compromised.
Govardhana Myneedu
Vijayawada
! _Email your letters to 1
| info@deccanmail.com, !
' '

If the US does not do so, it should not be taken by

Kamal Davar

Terror has to be
fought globally:
Will world learn
from Bondi hit?

world. The latest major terror incident has

been the horrific attack in Australia’s iconic
Bondi Beach in Sydney, with two Islamist terrorists
gunning down 16 innocent civilians celebrating the
first day of the Jewish festival of Hanukkah.
Australia’s Prime Minister Anthony Albanese
described the attack as a “devastating” event, clari-
fying that it was a “targeted attack on Jewish Aus-
tralians on the first day of Hanukkah, which should
be a day of joy, a celebration of faith”. India's Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, while strongly condemn-
ing this incident and expnessmg solidarity with Aus-
tralia, declared that “India has zero tolerance
towards terrorism and supports the ﬁght against all
forms and manifestations of terrorism™.

While the Australian Islamist father-and-son duo
who gunned down the holidaying Jews, accnrdmg m
reports till now, may have been radicalised in Is-
lamic State ldeology while on a visit to Pakistan ma-
ny years ago, the father — who was killed in retalia-
tion after the attack — had his origins in Hyderahad
and still carried an Indian passport. The son is fight-
ing for his life in a Sydney hospital. According to the
police, both had travelled recently to the Phlhppmes\
where they may have got weapons

number of kﬂ]ed in the ‘horrific
attack was not lsrgsr was thanks to the efforts of a
Muslim convenience store owner who bravely got

r the last few decades terrorism has, unques-
Fonably. become the scourge of the modern

L r'yY ey Y

local police. Unconfirmed reports also suggest that
several Improvised Explosive Devices (IEDs) were
found near the site of the attack. Ever since the
Israeli retaliation against Hamas terrorists in Gaza,
over two years back, a few isolated incidents, rela-
nvely less violent in intensity, have occurred target-
ing the Jewish community Down Under. In August
this year, Australia had accused Iran of mastermind-
ing two anti-Semitic arson attacks in Sydney and
Melbourne, and had directed the Iranian ambas-
sador to leave the country.

While the United States, Britain, France, Canada
and the Middle East region, including Israel and
Syria, have been afflicted with terror activities, off
and on, the South Asian region, comprising India,
Afghamstan Bangladesh and Pakistan, has been reg:
ularly plagued by continuous acts of terrorist vio-
lence. Most security analysts are clear thata ma]on

done collectively done by the global community, and
its toothless watchdog, the United Nations or its
Security Council. Unfortunately, instead of striving
for a peaceful law-abiding global order, many nations
remain in pursuit of their own selfish interests and
thus are fixated on their brand of selective terrorism.
It's not for nothing that the world, or the UN, has
been unable to agree on a d n of terrorism or a
terrorist. While the latter, to most people, is an evil
person pursuing violence against unarmed civilians,
amazingly, to some people the same person is a free-
dom-fighter! This anomaly has to end before the
world can unite in the fight against global terror.
Most security analysts agree that both the US and
China are not doing enough globally to contain ter-
rorism and conveniently cast a blind eye on nations
clearly fostering these evil activities. UN-designated
terror gmups ]Jke the Lashkar-e-Tayyaba, Jaishe-

ty of terror strikes, starting from the hor
attacks in the US and later the November 2008
Mumbai attack and those elsewhere in India and

areall Pa and execut-
ed. Pakistan, which is now afflicted with hom&
grown terror itself, whether from the Afghan Talil

or the Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan or Baloch rebe]s
is now reaping all the evil it had sown, especially in
its neighbourhood.

As the footprint of terror activities is spreading all
across the civilised world, despite many warnings to

and their many
splinter groups roam free inside Pakistan mas-
quera as charitable groups.

Pakistan, universally, stands out as the epicentre
and citadel of global terror, but unfortunately it
derives part of its strength and largesse from the US
and China to continue its evil endeavours both
among neighbours, such as India and Afghanistan,
but even within its own country. It is high time that
these two powerful nations end their support to
Pakistan as a major sponsor of terror activities.

surprise if there is a repeat of the 9/11 attacks on its
soil. Many in the US who fully comprehend the nu-
ances of the global secuntypa:adlgmamsumr
at the Trump ac tion’s new-found love for
Pakistan, forgetting the latter’s relentless pursuit of
terror activities in the past. How can America now
conveniently forget that the world’s most dreaded
terrorist, Osama bin Laden, designated as such by
both the US and the UN, was captured and killed by
US special forces after he was found hiding for years
in the Pakistani garrison town of Abbottabad, with
Islamabad supposedly ignorant of this fact?

India, which was consistently targeted by terror-
ism emanating from Pakistan, will have to further
strengthen its counter-terror structures. It must
work in tandem with all nations afflicted by terror to
shape global counter-terror narratives, including
using platforms like the UN, FATF, etc. Pakistan
needs to be isolated before its current de facto mili-
tary ruler, Field Marshal Asim Munir, runs amuck
exporting terrorism, which comes naturally to him,
being a former chief of Pakistan's Inter-Services
Intelligence. India needs to be militarily strong to
serve as a deterrent to any mischief emanating from
Pakistani soil.

The writer, a retired lieutenant-general, was the
Jfirst head of India’s Defence Intelligence Agency, and
is a strategic analyst
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Trai sets Feb. 15
deadline for
using 1,600-series

Telecom regulatory authority
of India (Trai) has mandated
that entities regulated by the
insurance regulatory and devel-
opment authority of India
(Irdai) should adopt, by Febru-
ary 15, 2026, the ‘1600’ series
numbers for making service
and transactional calls to con-
sumers. Trai said the direction
has been issued with the obje-
ctive of enhancing consumer
trust, curbing spam, and preve-
nting fraudulent calls.

Amazon to allow
biometrics for
payments

Amazon Pay on Wednesday
hed aunified
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stay for long: RBI gov

Deflationary trend seen over past few months among key reasons
GROWTH PATH
IMPACT OF US trade

deal to be about half
percentage point.

SYED
MUMBAI, DEC. 17

Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) governor Sanjay
Malhotra expects the
interest rates to remain
low for a long period of
time as India continues to
post strong economic
growth, which may fur-
ther accelerate once India
concludes trade pacts with
the US and the European
Union. Rates may also
stay low due to the defla-
tionary trend seen over
the past few months.

Malhotra said the cen-
tral bank’s economic pro-
Jections had not yet fac-
tored in the potential
impact of upcoming trade
agreements. “The impact
of the US trade deal could

be as much as about half a
percentage point,” he said
in an interview.

He said the recent head-
line GDP figure was sur-
prising and that the RBI,
which had predicted 7 per
cent annual growth in
Sept. quarter, had to
improve its forecasting.
“Inflation is_well below
the lower end of our tar-
get range. Growth will
moderate but remain
robust,” he said.

According to Malhotra,
the repo rate cuts by
RBI since February had
helped engineer a
goldilocks phase of a
strong economic expan-
sion alongside low infla-
tion. The RBI's Monetary
Policy Committee has
reduced the repo rate by
125 basis points cumula-
tively in 2025, bringing the
k rate down to

interface (UPI) biometric
authentication feature, which
enables users to make payme-
nts using fingerprints or face
scans. There will be no need to
remember a PIN code to exe-
cute a transaction, the compa-
ny said, claiming this to be an
industry first. The feature is
limited to transact up to
5,000, and a PIN will needed-
for payments beyond the limit.

amazon pay

Cards & accounts.

Tesla launches
charging station
in Gurugram

Electric vehicle major Tesla on
Wednesday said it has launch-
ed its first charging station in
Gurugram at DLF Horizon Cen-
ter. This significant step rein-
forces Tesla’s commitment to
building a robust charging
infrastructure in India, it said.
“Our mission is to accelerate
transition towards sustainable
future and Ev adoption is larg-
ely dependent on ecosystem
around EVs, Tesla India general
manager Sharad Agarwal said.

5.25 per cent from 6.50 per
cent a year ago.
For the September quar-

PFRDA RAISES NPS
WITHDRAWAL LIMIT
10 80% FROM 60%

New Delhi, Dec. 17:
Pension regulator PFRDA
has revamped the exit and
withdrawal rules, allow-
ing non-government sub-
scribers of national pen-
sion system (NPS) to
withdraw up to 80 per
cent of the fund accumu-
lated at the time of exit
from 60 per cent of accu-
mulated pension wealth.

The remaining was
expected to be utilised for
buying an annuity, provi-
ding for a monthly or any
other periodical pension.

Besides, Pension Fund
Regulatory and Develop-
ment Authority (PFRDA)
has also raised exit age to
85 years from 70 years.

It has also increased the
number of pamal with-
drawals from e:
of 3 to a total of 4, with a
gap of 4 years between
each interval. After retir-
ement, partial withdraw-
als are permitted 3 times
with a gap of 3years.

With regard to govern-
ment sector subscribers,
exit age has been increas-
ed from 75 to 85. They can
wnhdraw 60 per cent of

BMW sells out
first batch of
Mini Convertible

BMW, the German luxury car
maker, on Wednesday said the
first batch of the all-new Mini
Cooper S Convertible has been
sold out within 24 hours since
it was launched in India on
December 12. It did not share
numbers. “The speed at which
the all-new Mini Convertible
got sold underscores how
strongly our community res-
onates with design,” said
Hardeep Singh Brar, president
and CEO at BMW Group India.

pension
—PTI

wealth, upon exit.

RBI'S MPC reduced
repo rate to 5.25%
from 6.5% a year-
ago, cumulatively
125 bps in 2025.

ter, India’s GDP expanded
8.2 per cent, beating both
market and central bank
forecasts. RBI expects
year-on-year GDP growth
to moderate to 6.7 per cent
in the first quarter of
FY27. Malhotra said main-
taining financial stability
and strengthening the
financial system were his
twin priorities.

Meanwhile, chief eco-
nomic adviser (CEA) V
Anantha Nageswaran on
Wednesday said at an
event in New Delhi that
India is at a demographic
and economic_inflection
point and higher educa-
tion will play a decisive
role, as millions of young-
sters get ready to enter the
workforce over the next
two decades.

“Industry can co-design
curricula, offer credit-
bearing internships, sup-
port applied research,
share infrastructure,” he
further said.

= Rupee opened at 91.07
- but end at 90.38, agian
of Rs 1.04 paise from

v previous close of

'\ 91.02

-h,
-

'I

RBI intervenes
around $18 bn
in forex market
during June-
Sept, and by
another $10 bn
inOct.

0 2.9% for

March.

RBI projects
inflation to rise

quarter ending

INFLATION is well below the lower end of
our target range. Growth will moderate

but remain robust. The last GDP number

was surprising.

— SANJAY MALHOTRA, RBI governor

RBI sells $5-6 billion
to stabilise weak rupee

FALAKNAAZ
MUMBALI, DEC. 17

Rupee Wednesday staged
a sharp turnaround snap-
ping its five-day losing
streak against the dollar,
recovering ¥1.04 intra-day
from its previous close as
Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) sold around $5-6 bn
to during the day to pre-
vent the rupee’s slide.

is was iy \.\DEE S
sharpest intra-day recov-
ery in more than seven
months.

“The opening today was
lower at 91.07 but RBI sold
dollars to halt further
depreciation in the rupee
beyond the 91-mark, help-
ing the rupee to hit an

intraday high of 89.99. It
ended at 90.38, up 64 paise
from its previous close.

With high year end pre-
miums, the importer's
hedging cost was also
higher. The rupee is
expected between 90 to 91
on Thursday, said Anil
Bhansali, head treasury at
Finrex Trading Advisors.

“RBI stepped in to curb
excessive volatility and
prevent a disorderly
move, signaling its dis-
comfort with rapid depre-
ciation. Today's action
reinforces the RBI's role
as a stabiliser rather than
adefender of fixed levels,”
said Abhishek Goenka,
chief executive officer,
IFA Global.

Tax buoyancy, compliance
to offset some revenue loss

SANGEETHA G.
CHENNAI, DEC. 17

Goods and services tax
(GST) rationalisation is
likely to result in net neg-
ative impact of about
%47,700 crore to States,
finds the government. Ho-
wever, the impact will not
be static due to tax buoy-
ancy and increased com-
pliance.

The broader rate ration-
alisation initiative is exp-
ected to lead to a negative
revenue implication of ar-
ound 93,300 crore to
States. Based on the data
of consumption patterns
and the entire value chain
for FY24, the items that
moved from 28 per cent to

Sebi tweaks mutua

RAVI RANJAN PRASAD
WITH AGENCY INPUTS
MUMBAI, DEC. 17

Market regulator Sebi
announced several tweaks
to mutual fund regula-
tions around expense
ratios and exit loads.

It decided introduce the
concept of a base expense
ratio  (BER), which
excludes statutory levies
like security transaction
tax and GST, a departure
from the current system
focused on total expense

Nations to fall short of deal
at talks for reforming WT0

Geneva, Dec. 17:
Countries are making
progress on reforming the
World Trade Organization
(WTO) but will fall short
of clinching a deal at a
major meeting early next
year, the ambassador lead-
ing the talks said in a con-
fidential document.
Observers say reforms
at the 30-year-old trade
watchdog are urgently
needed, with some believ-
ing the future of the
organisation is at stake.
In particular, the consen-
sus rule whereby all 166
members must agree to
pass new trade deals has
gridlocked negotiations
for years, blocking even

+

those that enjoy near uni-
versal support.

Norway's WTO ambas-
sador Petter Olberg said
in a note that the range of
ideas for reforming deci-
sion-making meant that
issue cannot be resolved
at a ministerial meeting
in March 2026.

The US voiced frustrati-
on in a communication
sent to members that blo-
ckages in consensus-bas-
ed system were stopping
members from joining
plurilateral agreements.
These deals allow groups
of interested members to
strike deals among them-
selves and others to sign
on later. — Reuters

40 per cent tax bracket are
projected to account for
additional revenue of app-
roximately 45,570 crore.

Taken together, these
two figures are likely to
result in about 47,700
crore of net negative, the
finance ministry inform-
ed the House.

“However, these figures
should not be viewed as
definitive since tax collec-

ratio (TER), which is the
sum of ER, brokerage,
regulatory levies and
statutory levies.

Sebi chairman Tuhin
Kanta Pandey told
reporters that the
taxes and levies
vary from time to
time and hence
BER is a better
way of looking at
the expenses the
industry charges.

The Sebi declared a
rationalisation of broker-
age limits, cutting the cap

tion is not static and there
is buoyancy. Moreover,
lower rates are likely to
lead to improved compli-
ance and fewer disputes,”
it added.

Replying to a gquery, the
government said that the
consumptlon pattern in
Kerala is such that the
majority of items consum-
ed attract a higher rate of
tax. Therefore, the reven-
ue loss to the State on acc-
ount of rate rationalisa-
tion is likely to be higher.

Kerala had undertaken
its own estimates of its
revenue loss. State is
expected to lose around
%2,500 crore annually and
the total annual revenue
loss is about 8,000 crore.

fund expense,

of 0.12 per cent to 0.06 per

cent, and cut the same for

derivative transactions

from 0.05 per cent to 0.02

per cent. It also ended

an additional 0.05

per cent exit load

measure tirst

introduced in

2018. he said the

new rules will be

applicable  from
April 1.

The Sebi board also

overhauled over three-
decade-old  regulations
concerning the stock

O Global trade not fair, free;

weaponised, says FM

MADHUSUDAN SAHOO
NEW DELHI, DEC. 17

Globally trade isn't fair
or free. India faces lec-
tures on being inward-
looking or a ‘tariff king’,
but tariffs are weapon-
ised. India safeguards
against dumping, yet oth-
ers face no criticism. This
reality requires India to
negotiate cautiously while
leveraging its growing
economic strength, said
finance minister Nirmala
Sitharaman.

On growth, she said
India’s growth momen-
tum and global aspira-
tions hinge on disciplined
fiscal management, com-
petitive manufacturing,
and policymaking rooted
in domestic priorities.

“From the next financial
year, debt levels will be the
core focus area for the
Centre, along with fiscal
deficit,” she said at an
event.

India’s debt-to-GDP shot
up to 61.4 per cent post
Covid but has come down
to 57.1 per cent by 2023-24.
The government expects it
to reduce to 56.1 per cent

INDIA, OMAN
AGREE TO SIGN FTA
TODAY IN MUSCAT

MADHUSUDAN SAHOO
NEW DELHI, DEC. 17

India and Oman would
sign a free trade agree-
ment (FTA) on Th\\rsday
in Muscat with an aim to
boost economic ties betw-
een two countries, the
commerce ministry said.

The comprehensive eco-
nomic partnership agree-
ment (CEPA), formally
began in November 2023
and the negotiations con-
cluded this year.

“The FTA offers imme-
nse opportunities in a
number of sectors, inclu-
ding textiles, footwear,
automobiles, gems and
Jjewellery, renewable ener-
gy, and auto components,”
the commerce and indus-
try minister Piyush Goyal
said, while speaking at
the Oman-India Business
Forum in Muscat.

Meanwhile, in an event,
Kirit Bhansali, chairman,
GJEPC, said the FTA will
expanding India’s gem
and jewellery exports to
Oman. “It opens opportu-
nities for polished dia-
monds and gold jewellery,
while creating new aven-
ues in silver, platinum,”

0ads

‘t
broking industry to make
them concise and trans-
parent, Pandey said.

Sebi board aiso approved
measures to merove
investor convenience, eas-
ing compliance norms,
and deepening participa-
tion in the capital and
debt markets.

It decided to replace
abridged prospectus with
a standardised summary
of offer document, limited
to key mformauon. to
make IPO disclosures
more investor-friendly.

same.

THE government
has set clear goals
for transparency in
fiscal management
and brought down
its debt levels, and
called upon states
to implement the

— NIRMALA
SITHARAMAN
ion finance

. minister

N

INDIA’S growth
momentum hinge
on fiscal manage-
ment, manufac-
turing.
GOVT'S focus will
on debt levels
along with fiscal
deficit from next
fiscal year.
CENTRE nudges
States to lower
their debt levels
to become a
developed
nation.

this year, she said.

“The RBI documents and
studies show worrisome
debt-to-GDP  in  some
States. Unless managed
within fiscal responsibili-
ty and budget manage-
ment (FRBM) limits and
high-interest debt redu-
ced, States borrow to serv-
ice loans, not develop-
ment, a poor fiscal play,
the finance minister said.

On trade and global eco-
nomic engagement, Sitha-
raman said that India

must chart its own course
amid  shifting global
norms. Countries like
India must mark their
own goalposts by chalking
their own growth story.

“We can aspire for an
India that contributes 25
per cent to the world
trade. Achieving this
would require reviving
manufacturing, agricul-
ture, sustaining growth
services secotr inlcudi
tourism and hospitality,”
she added.

Silver price touches
2.06 Lakg on MCX

SANGEETHA G.
CHENNAI, DEC. 17

Silver prices crossed
%2,06,000 per kg at Multi
Commodity Exchange
(MCX) as_international
silver touched a new high
of $66 per oun-ce. Having
risen 130 per cent in 2025,
silver carries the poten-
tial to move 20-25 per
cent more in com-
ing months.

On Wednesday, ™
silver extended
its remarkable rally,

per ounce level for the
first time on record, driv-
en by a combination of
physical supply condi-
tions, rising safe-haven
demand, strong inflows
into silver-backed ETFs,
and growing expectations
of US Fed rate cuts, finds
Kotak Securities.

This saw silver touching
%2,06,111 per kg in MCX.

Investment demand
remains robust as silver-
backed ETFs continue to

attract buying interest.
Momentum further amp-
lified by reports that Chi-
na plans to restrict silver
exports from 2026, a devel-
opment that could disrupt
a key supply source and
intensify pressure on
global  market, said
Kaynat Chainw-ala, AVP
commo-dity  Research,

Kotak Securities.

With Chinese silver
inv-entories
already at their
lowest levels in a

i r} - y \1‘[;‘@/ decadé, any export
breaking above the $66 curbs risk worsening

the physical squeeze, rein-
forcing the bullish narra-
tive and potentially sus-
taining elevated prices in
near term.

“Looking ahead to 2026,
the outlook remains posi-
tive but far more volatile
than gold. The metal car-
ries further upside poten-
tial of 20-25 per cent, with
MCX prices seen in the
32,45,000-22,50,000 range,”
said Ajay Kedia, MD,
Kedia Commodities.

Mkts end lower
on selling by Flls

RAVI RANJAN PRASAD
MUMBALI, DEC. 17

Indian stock markets clos-
ed in negative for third
consecutive session main-
1y on rupee weakness and
lingering concerns arou-
nd global trade tariffs.
The Sensex clo-
sed 120.21 points
or 0.14 per cent
down at 84,559.65
while  Nifty-50
closed at 25,818
down by 0.16 per
cent or 41.55 points.
Though there is a
reversal trend in excha-
nges as foreign portfolio
investors were net buyers
of equities worth 1,171.71
crore along with ¥768.94
crore net buying by
domestic institutions.
“The extensive sell-off,

s> proved

driven by ongoing foreign
capital outflows and a
depreciation of the Indian
rupee, continues to exert
pressure on overall mar-
ket sentiment,” said Osho
Krishan, Technical ana-
lyst, Angel One.
Market remains in a
corrective consolida-
tion phase and trad-
ed in narrow range
with a mild bear-
ish bias, as rupee’s
intraday recovery
from a record low
short-lived,
weighing on investor
sentiment, said Ponmudi
R. CEO, Enrich Money.
Sectoral performance
was largely negative, with
realty, FMCG and finan-
cials emerging as key lag-
gards. IT and closed flat to
marginally higher.

MORE | POWER | GhatGpt maker looking to raise $10 billion to broaden presence in Al

OpenAl in talks to use Amazon chips

San Franclsco, Dec. 17:
OpenAl is in initial discus-
sions to raise at least $10
billion from Amazon.com
and use its chips, a poten-
tial win for online retail-
er’s effort to broaden its Al
industry presence and
compete with Nvidia Corp.
The deal under discus-
sion could value OpenAl
north of $500 billion and
see it adopt Amazon's Trai-
nium chip, a person with
knowledge of matter said.
s, however, are at a
preliminary stage and
terms could change, the
person added.
A deal would mark a win

for Amazon's fledgling
semiconductor _division.
While Nvidia dominates
the market for the power-
ful chips required to create
artificial intelligence (AI)
platforms, developers such
as Meta Platforms are
starting to explore rival
offerings from the likes of
Alphabet’s Google.

The Trainium chip is a
key element of Amazon's
strategy to stand out in Al,
complementing its cloud
division. azon Web
Services is the largest sell-
er of rented computing
power and data storage,
but it has struggled to

DEAL WOULD mark a win for
Amazon’s fledgling semicon-
ductor division.

TRAINIUM chip to comple-
ment cloud division.

OPENAI updating ChatGPT to
generate images better and 4
times faster than previous
model.

replicate that dominance
among Al developers given
intense competition from
the likes of Microsoft.

Meanwhile, OpenAl is
rolling out an update to
ChatGPT that’s intended

+

to generate images better
and faster, the latest move
by the Al developer to bol-
ster its flagship chatbot
amid heated competition
from Alphabet’s Google.
The new version of

ChatGPT Images,
announced on Thursday, to
spit out pictures as much
as four times faster than
its previous AI image-gen-
eration model.

The company is also cre-
ating a new section within
ChatGPT’s mobile app and
website meant for people
to make images, rather th-
an just doing so in an int-
eraction with the chatbot.

The updated software
aims to let users make a
number of edits to the
uploaded images all with-
out losing the track of
details in the earlier ver-
sions. —Bloomberg
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NOTES ON URBAN AFFAIRS

Mumbai’s magic
wand: Incentive FSI

How floor space
index (wrongly)
came to be seen as
the solution for all
of the city’s ills

umbai’s retired urban
planner, VK Phatak,
once joked that Mumbai
may have smart people,
but it has a smarter
government. The government has
devised a “magical” formula to cre-
ate housing and social infrastructure
for all - without spending from the
budget. The formula is to keep FSI
low and then give landowners and

developers more FSI to solve all
manner of problems.

In 1991, the government gave
landowners “incentive FSI” to
acquire their land for open spaces. In
1995, they awarded it to rehouse
slum dwellers. In 1999, to rebuild
chawls. Later, it became the means to
create jobs in the IT sector. In 2004, it
was granted to build amenities and
star hotels. In 2010, for building pub-
lic parking lots. It got so absurd that
Phatak envisioned FSI as an award for
meritorious students, or paid as sala-
1y to government officials (10 sqm to
the Chief Secretary and 1 sq cm for a
peon). And why stop there? It is
quite likely, he quipped, that
Mumbai'’s fabled FSI will someday
replace the Indian Rupee.

With the BMC elections loom-
ing, the bonanza of additional FSI
has begun. Last week, the govern-
ment handed out extra FSI for rede-
velopment of pagdi buildings,
incentive FSI for redevelopment of
chawls on mill lands, and additional
incentives for redevelopment of
buildings on defence land or affect-
ed areas.

The goal, we are told, is to pro-
vide “relief to Mumbaikars dream-
ing to live in an affordable home”.
The question is: how did this hum-
ble built-up area-to-land ratio
assume the magical power to solve
the city’s most intractable problems?

To understand this, we must go
back to the origins of this concept.
The idea of Floor Space Index (FSI)

Hussain Indorewala

mirrorfeedback@timesofindia.com

was introduced in Bombay’s first
Development Plan of 1964, as a
device to regulate land develop-
ment. Before that, regulations were
based on “volume controls” like set-
backs and height restrictions to reg-
ulate light, air, open space, and tene-
ment sizes. With FSI, planners found
a simple numerical ratio to control
development intensity — to “limit
concentration of people and their
activities, thereby limiting the loads
on traffic, utility and social servic-
es”. The 1964 plan had variable
zonal FSI, and planners assumed
that by setting limits on FSI they
could control population densities.

The problem was that in many
cases, the plan’s zonal FSI was lower
than the existing built-up area.
Therefore, soon after the first plan
was sanctioned, an exception was
allowed for one class of buildings
(rent-controlled) which could be
reconstructed with additional FSI -
exceeding the zonal limits. Later, in
the 1970s, FSI was given as a “com-
pensation” to landowners who sur-
rendered land for road widening.

By the time the 1991 develop-
ment plan was sanctioned, the idea
of granting developers “additional
FSI” as compensation and “incen-
tive” for public purposes had
become deeply entrenched.
Curiously, the FSIin the 1991 plan
was set lower than the 1964 plan;
but at the same time, it allowed the
FSI limits to be breached for a range
of categories of buildings. All of
these categories were listed under
one section of the development reg-
ulations, called DCR-33.

The DCR-33 section granted spe-
cial exceptions to categories such as
institutional buildings, MHADA
schemes, rent-controlled structures,
slums, etc. In 1991, the DCR-33 con-
sisted of 12 crisp sub-sections, and
was two pages long. Since then, it
has ballooned with innumerable
periodic amendments and modifica-

tions - at the behest of the builder
lobby - to become what it is today: a
sprawling regulation with 26 sub-
sections exceeding 130 pages.

Notably, while the original DCR-
33 allowed more FSI primarily for
reconstruction of existing units, the
expanded DCPR-33 has morphed
into a section that facilitates redevel-
opment by offering additional FSI as
an “incentive”. Today, it is probably
impossible to find a single category
of building in Mumbai that is not
allowed extra FSI for redevelopment.

In effect, a system that permitted
some deviations from the norm
became the norm of deviations. The
exceptions enlarged to become the
rule. All the standard planning con-
cerns - population density, traffic
loads, utilities, social infrastructure,
services, evaluation of local or
cumulative impacts - quickly van-
ished. Today, there is no “planning”
in Mumbai; there are only exemp-
tions from planning.

Why has this happened? Because
there is now a close entanglement of
the goals of government with the
interests of the developers. When cit-
izens demand something, the gov-
ernment waves the magic wand of
extra FSI to make schemes more prof-
itable for developers. Some of the
“benefits” fall as crumbs in the public
plate as amenities, built-up area or
revenue. The aggregate outcomes are
ruinous for the city — but who cares?

Property prices will continue to
rise, so forget about affordable hous-
ing. Selective and unplanned FSI
incentives create what are called
“collective action problems” —so
forget about clean air, green cover,
light and ventilation, decongestion,
affordable mobility, or access to
basic services. If more FSI for devel-
opers can't solve your problems,
you're asking the wrong questions.

Hussain Indorewala is a teacher
and urban researcher at KRVIA,
Mumbai. Views are personal

Let’s not idolise Al. That
would be an age-old mistake

| Andrew Klavan,
Spencer A. Klavan
mirrorfeedback@timesofindia.com

n every generation, some

advanced piece of machinery

comes to seem like a model of the

human mind. When the written
word was the cutting edge in infor-
mation storage, Plato had Socrates
compare the human mind to a wax
writing tablet in his “Theaetetus.” In
the era of the steam engine, Sigmund
Freud began to think of the mind
as a dynamic pressure chamber in
which repressed energy returns with
gathered force. And for the past sev-
eral decades, we've come to picture
the mind as a computer, hardwired
to run certain kinds of software.

By using machines as metaphors
for our minds, we fall prey to the illu-

sion that our minds are nothing
more than machines. So, it’s not sur-
prising that now, when the possibili-
ties of Al are enthralling Silicon
Valley, those who think programs
can become conscious are telling us
that consciousness is a program.

Here's computer scientist
Stephen Wolfram in a recent inter-
view, discussing the large language
models, or LLMs, that enable Al
chatbots to generate humanlike sen-
tences: “In terms of consciousness, I
have to say, you know, the idea that
there’s sort of something magic that
goes beyond physics that leads to
sort of conscious behaviour, I kind
of think that LLMs kind of put the
final nail in that coffin.”

To rephrase it more succinctly: If
Al can produce language via algo-
rithmic patterns, then that’s what

human beings must be doing as
well. Our words, in that case, have
no more inherent meaning than
those produced by Al Our sentences
are simply patterns that we falsely
experience as self-expression.

Our machines are products of our
minds. It doesn’t follow that our
minds work like machines. LLMs are
trained to imitate the outward forms
of human speech - the sounds and
sequences of the words we say — but
they’re not capable of understand-
ing the subjective thoughts and
experiences behind those words.

The defining feature of human
language is what ancient philoso-
phers called “the inner logos” — the
unique interior apparatus we have
for structuring and understanding
our experience of the world. LLMs —
probability functions designed to

detect and mimic patterns in words
— are coded to reproduce our exterior
language. They have no access to
the inner logos.

A person who says “How do you
do?” or, for that matter, “I am going
to punch you in the face,” means
something by it, even if it’s not
exactly what the words express. An
Al that says these things means abso-
lutely nothing at all.

We have frittered away too much
of human history toying with the
fantasy that there is no self and no

truth to which the self is privy. The
idea that LLMs dispel the metaphys-
ical mystery of consciousness works
only if we are deceived by the psy-
chological quirk that causes us to
view ourselves as “like unto” the
machines we make.

‘We are not. We are not machines
at all, in fact, but organic unities —
brain, heart, loins and senses — ani-
mated by spirit and collaborating
with creation on unique but inter-
connected experiences of life.

The Washington Post
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ONE YEAR OF TRUMP

As US President Donald Trump approaches one year in White House, his second term is marked by
expanded presidential power, controversial enforcement tactics and growing voter discontent

| Amber Phillips
mirrorfeedback@timesofindia.com

resident Donald Trump is coming up

on a full year in office for his second

term. It’s been a period defined by

his attempts to make the presidency

more powerful than at any time in
modern history. He has touted his deporta-
tions, bragged about billions raised from
tariffs and promised an economic revival that
is right around the corner. “We're getting in-
flation - we're crushing it,” he said last week,
“and you're getting much higher wages.” Yet
polls regularly show that a majority of the
country disapproves of his presidency and
most of his major policies.

“The question then becomes whether the
growing discontent, does that translate to
meaningful political checks on his actions,”
said Rosa Brooks, a national security expert at
Georgetown University Law Centre, “either
in Congress or at the voting booth?”

Here’s what the end of Trump’s first year is
looking like.

Mass deportations accelerate
despite legal challenges
His mass deportations are picking up

There are about 11 million undocument-
ed immigrants in the United States, and
Trump has set a goal to deport 1 million by
his first year in office.

That’s a major logistical challenge,
and some courts have ruled that some
of his rapid deportations and removal
tactics are illegal. Yet the raids show
no signs of stopping. He has moved
from targeting largely liberal cities
to more politically mixed areas
such as Charlotte, as well as
farm workers and major
employers. The Trump
administration recently
signed a contract to pur-
chase its own planes to
deport people g
And the Supreme

MATT MCCLAIN/THE WASHINGTON POST

also said immigration officials can use race as
areason to stop someone.

“By the end of this, almost everyone is
going to know someone who had a friend or
family member or colleague affected, or who
witnessed an arrest happening,” said David
Bier, director of immigration studies at the
libertarian-leaning Cato Institute.

Trump and his administration say they are
targeting “the worst of the worst.” But Bier
calculates that about 5 per cent of those
detained had a violent criminal conviction.
In D.C., more than 80 per cent of the immi-
grants arrested don’t have a prior criminal
record, according to a Washington Post anal-
ysis of federal data. There’s little evidence that
migrants commit crimes at a higher rate than
Americans.

Tariff gamble
Most of his tariffs could get knocked down by
the Supreme Court

Trump’s signa- G gl AR SN “"ﬁ.  tariffs.

ture economic
policy is a big
'
g

gamble. He has imposed the highest
tariffs in about a century, saying
it will revive US manufactur-
ing, yet goods from pretty
much every country in the
world now cost more to
import because of them.
Tariffs are essentially a
tax at the border, and the
Constitution vests
Congress with the power
to impose taxes. The
Supreme Court is consider-
ing the legality of most of his
tariffs and could issue a ruling in
the coming weeks or months.
It’s also getting harder for American com-
panies to avoid raising prices (in some cases,
again) as they pay the tariffs to bring goods
and raw materials into the country. By one
estimate, Americans are expected to spend
$1,800 extra a year because of

Still, the pro-tariff side
sees early signs of a man-
ufacturing boom
returning to the United
~ States. “Prices and costs
~  arerising, but it has
 nothing to do with tar-
iffs,” said Nick Iacovella
of the Coalition for a
Prosperous America, a
conservative, pro-tariff
group. “They can be
done without causing
harm to the U.S. econo-
my and could lead to a
lot of great benefits,”
he said.
Prices are going up,
not down
But electricity

. isbecoming

There are
about 11 million
undocumented

immigrants in the
United States, and
Trump has set a goal
to deport 1 million
by his first
year in
office

unaffordable for many, homeowner-
ship is out of reach for several
Americans, inflation remains
high, and grocery costs keep
going up - in part because
Trump deported farm
workers. Trump touts his
work to lower some drug

prices, but health insur-

ance costs are going up
for millions of Americans
next year if Congress
doesn’t act soon.

Rising unemployment
There have also been recession-like
layoffs in white-collar jobs, and the unem-
ployment rate is at its highest level since
2021. Even basics are a pain point for many:
A majority of Americans say they are spend-
ing more on groceries and utilities than they
were a year ago, according to a recent
Washington Post-ABC News-Ipsos poll.

“In early December, half of Americans say
they were worse off financially than a year
ago,” said Claudia Sahm, chief economist at
the investment management firm New
Century Advisors.

He's pushing for peace deals while escalat-
ing military action in Venezuela

Some in Trump’s base have accused him
of focusing too much on foreign affairs.

He has spent much of his first year in
office pushing for peace deals around the

world, to mixed results, as he openly cam-
paigns for a Nobel Peace Prize.

The biggest potential for peace comes
between Hamas and Israel, a deal Trump
helped negotiate that has largely held, The
Post reports, though Gaza’s future remains
uncertain. After promising to end the war in
Ukraine on his first day in office, he said this
week that a Ukraine-Russia peace deal is
“closer than ever,” though there is fierce criti-
cism in Europe that this deal largely echoes
Russian talking points. He’s also announced
peace deals in Southeast Asia and Africa, yet
those conflicts escalated shortly after he took
credit for them. “Peace is not a pretty pro-
cess,” White House spokesperson Anna Kelly
told The Post last week.

Amid all that, Trump has bailed out
Argentina and is bombing suspected drug
smugglers off the coast of Venezuela - actions
that some Republicans are criticising and
even scrutinising.

Trump has accused Venezuela’s president
of sending drugs and violent criminals to the

United States, but no expert I talked to said
they understood why Trump was singling

out Venezuela. “Trump doesn’t like big,

scary wars, so we don’t want to pick on

someone our own size,” Brooks, with

Georgetown University Law Centre, theo-

rised, “but if we can find a nice adversary
that can't effectively strike back and engage
in strikes, that makes us look tough.”
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INDIA bloc must decide on
issues, Cong can't take call

opinions on every issue that confronts the nation; there will even be
differences between parties on some topics. The key lies in the ability

It 's not necessary that all political parties in an alliance share their

of the leadership to find common pomts of agreement so that it can put

up a cohesive argument before the people.
The opinion of Jammu and Kashmir chief minister Omar Abdullah that
it does not share the opinion of the Congress on vote theft, an issue the lat-
ter has focused all its energies on of late, betrays lack of consensus on

issues of critical importance within the

INDIA alliance. Apparently, the

Congress’ view is at complete variance with the position of several of the
alliance partners. Mr Abdullah’s reference came a day after the Congress

held a massive rally in the capit:

al and alleged that the Election

Commission is colluding with the Union government in facilitating vote
theft and undermining the electoral process.

The NCP, too, has indicated its aloofness from the Congress agenda of

questioning the use of electronic voting machines. The party is alright
with the EVMs and proposes that the INDIA bloc rather concentrate on
issues that affect people’s day-to-day lives.

The NCP, too, has

shown its aloofness

from the Congress
da of i

It may be remembered that the Congress has
been spendmg most of its energies of late on this
single topic of vote theft as the party feels it
amounts to undermining the very idea of elec-
toral democracy. The party also feels that the

the use of EVMs. It
in fact proposes
that the INDIA bloc

day-to-day lives.

special i revision (SIR) of the electoral
rolls which is being carried out across the coun-
try is also part of a grand scheme that will
cumulatively disenfranchise a massive number
of people. Defending the integrity of the elec-
toral process is the toughest challenge of the
time and hence should top the Opposition agen-
da, according to the party.

The Samajwadi Party and the Rashtriya
Janata Dal would largely vouch for this initia-

tive of the INDIA bloc and have vowed to stand by it, and so have the Left

parues

'he DMK, a key partner in the

iance, is also part of the Congress

campaign on vote theft. But the Trinamul Congress is fighting its own war

against SIR.

It cannot be that Mr Abdullah does not understand the importance of the
issue that the Congress has been raising. So his dissent must be seen as an
expression of the disappointment that has set in inside the Opposition bloc
on the lack of a consultation process before arriving at a decision concern-

mg strategy and programmes to be adopted by the bloc. Mr Abdullah’:

spre-

vious reference that the INDIA bloc was on a life support system must in
fact be read in conjunction with the latest outburst. One should not lose
sight of the lone battle the National Conference has been fighting for the
restoration of the statehood of Jammu and Kashmir. Indeed, that should
have been on the INDIA bloc’s agenda.

Taken together, the responses of the alliance partners of the INDIA bloc

portray a picture of a house unnecessarily divide

. It now falls upon the

shoulders of no party other than the Congress to take the lead in instilling

a sense of unity of purpose within the alliance and make it a political plat
form with the potential to strike when an opportunity lands. Indeed, it’s
time that the Congress got its act together and helped the alliance do the

same.

Spotlight on ISIS sleeper cells

he role of a terror-indoctrinated Indian, Sajid Akram, in the recent

‘mass shooting that killed 15 people at Bondi Beach in Sydney is a wor-

risome development and hints at steadily growing radicalisation in

the country.

Sajid, who was born in Hyderabad around 50 years ago, left home to work
overseas at a young age. His work took him to West Asia and Pakistan,
where he was indoctrinated into radical ISIS ideology. Sajid, in turn, influ-

enced his son Naveed, who was captured and is being interrogated by the

Australian police.
Though

initially Sajid was suspected to be a Pakistani, his Indian pass-

port established h]S Indian links to Hyderabad. The Telangana police swift-

ly mvesngated his roots in Hyderabad and revealed all his details, without
giving any scope for speculas

Ever since he left Hyderabad in 1998, the police said Sajid visited the city
only six times and had no record of criminal antecedents there.
calisation appears to be the result of his interaction with people in West
Asia and Pakistan — a modus operandi being followed by ISIS to enrol

tion.

is radi-

Indian Muslims into its terrorist agenda.
‘The Islamic State or ISIS is a transnational Salafi jihadist militant organ-
isation founded in 2006. Many Muslims living around the world joined it,

pg 5 I
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but Indian Muslims were the least affected by its propaganda — forcmg

ISIS to tap Indian Musli

s working overseas.

The recruitment strategy of ISIS in India clusters around online radicali-
sation, small modules, IED expenmentauon‘ handlers and fund-raising
channels. In most cases linked to ISIS in India, the sleeper cells consisted
of fewer than 10 persons. However, the key concern is the proliferation of
sleeper cells in the country. Indian Muslims must guard against being
dragged into a global terror factory, and the government must extend all

the help they need for this purpose.
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Justice or vengeance? No
end to violence in Bdesh

Sunanda K.

. Datta-Ray

Hasina Wazed, the ousted
Prime Minister now living
in exile in India, was sen-
tenced to death, I was re-
minded of Sir Edward Pen-
derel Moon, a British mem-
ber of the Indian Civil Ser-
vice and a historian, arg

in his book Strangers In
India that Anglo-Saxon ju-
risprudence was unsuited to

never out of office, Mr Yunus
is a permanent chief adviser.
Is he now the sole incumbent
or does he share the crown
with the former Chief Jus-

Mr Yunus is a
permanent chief
adviser. Is he now
the sole incumbent
or does he share the
crown with the
former Chief Justice,
Shahabuddin Ahmed,
on whom the honour
was bestowed in
1990?

ft

tice, Ahmed,
on whom the honour was
bestowed (by whom?) in
1990? Shahabuddin Ahmed
served twice as President of
Bangladesh and as Chief
Justice from 1990 to 1995. As
Chief Adviser, he oversaw
Bangladesh’s 1991 general
election with powers like
those of a Prime Minister,

the subcontinent. His argu-  except for the sacred defence
ment was that most Brits portfolio with which a
had little understanding of  nation that has not forgotten
India’s moral values, histori- ~ its Pakistani past can't
cal legacy and traditional ~ entrust mere civilians.

ethic, although they had Gen Ershad won a contro-
copied the vers] ial election
tem lock, stock and barrel in xessaﬂeroustmg thecivil-

uhammad Yunus' call
for parliamentary elections
next February confirms that
Bangladesh remains a “rid-
dle wrapped in a mystery
inside an enigma”. The 85-
vear-old economist, entre-
preneur and polmclan is
Bangladesh’s “fifth chief
adviser” since 2024. Have
four simply disappeared as
politician after politician is
murdered or executed.
Perhaps an even more lofty
authority whom “advisers™
advise and in whom vests
ultimate power is lurking
somewhere.

Realising that the system
was not best suited to their
needs, Gen. Hussain Mu-
hammad Ershad, the dicta-
tor from 1983 to 1990, enacted
the eighth constitutional
amendment to _elevate
Islam’s status. In the same
spirit, he changed “Dacca” to
Dhaka which sounds closer
to Bengali phonetics. He
should also have revised the
Justlce system, especially
crime and punishment and
rules of evidence.

It's said in Pakistan, no
matter who wins the polls,
the military remains in po-
wer. No wonder Gen. Ershad
was conmdermg how to

involve itary in gov-
ernance, as in Suharto’s
Indonesia, Meanwhile,

Bangladeshis may wonder if
like Pakistan's ISI, which is

ian incumbent, but was ulti-
mately worsted by the two

Begums of Bangladeshi poli-
tics,  Sheikh ~ Mujibur
an’s daughter,

Shexkh Hasina Wazed, and
Mrs Khaleda Zia, widow of
the assassinated Gen. Ziaur
Rahman, who buried the
hatchet for once to unite
against the military usurper.
The then Army chief, Gen.
Nuruddin Khan, refused to
support Gen. Ershad, who
had to step down when
Army officers loyal to him
were removed.

Gen. Ershad tried one last
ploy. He appointed Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed to
form an acceptable neutral
caretaker government and
prepare for democratic elec-
tions. But instead of doing
s0, Mr Shahabuddin imme-
diately arrested Gen. Er-
shad, an action that Bang-
ladesh’s Supreme Court
struck down but too late in
the day.

Bangladesh is lucky to
have a reserve of so many
potential advisers and chief
advisers who can be dragged
out of the closet when there
is a crisis. They function
then as ministers but, not
having been elected, are not
answerable to Parliament.
However it evolved, the sys-
tem has always seemed to
function with smooth effec-
tiveness in contrast to the

of democratic ministry-mak-
ing. Initially intended to sup-
port the transition from
authoritarianism to demo-
cracy, the caretaker system
was institutionalised in 1996
by the Sixth Parliament as
mistrust increased between
the Bangladesh Nationalist
Party and the Awami
Leagu

e.

"The present adviser for for-
eign affairs, Mohammed
Touhid Hossain, for inst-
ance, was a career diplomat
and Bangladeshi deputy
high commissioner in Kolk-
ata before becoming foreign
secretary. If he offended Ind-
ians by denying alleganons
of illegal migrants in N-E
India and by blaming New
Delhi for stagnant India-
Bangladesh relations, he
could also be caustic about
Anwar Bakht Choudhury,
the Bangladeshi-origin high
commissioner that London
sent to Dhaka in 2004. “He
has passed the Tebbit test!”
was Mr Hossain's reported
comment.

Along with Mrs Wazed, a
former home minister, Asad-
uzzaman Khan Kamal, was
sentenced to death in absen-
tia. A third accused, ex-
Inspector General of Pulwe
Chowdhury Abdullah Al-
Mamun, was sentenced m
five years' imprisonment.
Mr Yunus thought the ver-
dlct “historic”, while Mrs

ed it “biased and
polmcally ‘motivated”.

This is not the end. It's not

the beginning either for that
lay in the Partition riots of
1947, compounded by the
1971 war that created
Bangladesh.

Another grim round fol-
lowed in 1975 when Sheikh
Mujib and his extended fam-
ily were murdered in their
Dhanmondi residence. Not
forgotten yet, that bloodbath
inspired vicious calls during
the recent upheavals in
Dhaka to raze Mujib's long
demolished house to the

ground. Mujib’s key col-
leagues — home minister
Tajuddin  Ahmed, Syed
Nazrul Islam, A HM. Qam-
aruzzaman and Muhammad

ur Ali — were bayonet-
ed to death in Dhaka Central

jail three months after the
Dhanmond.l carnage, appar-
ently on the orders of
Mujib’s erstwhile colleague,
Khondaker Mushtaq
Ahmad, who immediately
stepped into his murdered
boss’ shoes to become
President.

Brigadier Khaled Mush-
arraf's abortive counter-
coup against Mushtaq was
crushed and Col. Abu
Taher's loyal troops freed
Ziaur Rahman from house
arrest, whereupon he
appumted himself the chief
martial law administrator.
But Gen. Zia was also
gunned down, whereupon
Gen. Ershad took over.

Formal democracy was
restored. But the cycle of
death continued. When Faz-
lur Quader Chowdhury, a
former Pakistan National
Assembly Speaker, was
jailed in 1973, his son,
Salahuddin Quader
Chowdhury, a leading light
in the BNP, warned Taj-
uddin and his colleagues to
have air-conditioners and
other comforts installed in
the jail as their time would
also come. It did. Fazlur
Quader Chowdhury died
behind bars before Tajuddin
and the others were
butchered. Then Salahuddin
and Ali Ahsan Mohammad
Mujahid were hanged after
being convicted of genocide
and rape — charges that they
denied.

So, it goes on. Trials are
conducted under antiquated
British laws. Evidence is
‘based on concepts that locals
may not comprehend. Ques-
tions are more intelligible to
lawyers to respondents.
Who knows what the latest
killing of Sharif Osmann
Hadi, chief of the right-wing
Inquilab Mancha, will lead
to? Few can tell where jus-
tice ends and vengeance

gins. Partly because of the
.ludalc pumshment system
and the Anglo-Saxon code of
right and wrong, Bangladesh
is still wallowing in blood.
It's not the only aspect of
Asian life that needs review-
ing in light of indigenous
requirements.

The writer Is a senior
Journalist, columnist and
author
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MARKET OVER CRICKET

The recent IPL auctions,
where franchises spent ast-
ronomical sums on a handful
of star players, once a
exposed cricket’s uneasy
relationship with money.
Names like Rishabh Pant and
Shreyas lyer dominated
headlines, while price tags
overshadowed performance
and team balance. The
league, meant to celebrate
competitive cricket, in-
creasingly resembles a finan-
cial arms race. Supporters
are left shell-shocked as yo-
ung domestic talent quietly
slips into the background,
eclipsed by glamour sign-
ings and aggressive bidding
wars. Is cricket turning into a
marketplace where price
dictates prestige rather than
skill? What message are we
sending to the countless
players who rely on talent,
patience and performance?
Hasnain Rabbani
Mumbai

GRAP-4 NOT ENOUGH

AFTER AQI crossed 600 and up, GRAP4 has
been imposed in NCR which is experiencing a
‘mix of pollution and cold weather, rtsul(mg in
persistent fog. This increases the risk of road
accidents and one such mishap did take place
on the expressway claiming sever-
allives. The changmg\veatherhasa]soled toa
surge in respiratory illnesses, Therefore, all
must take practical steps to protect them-
selves, But are taking emergency measures
enough to contain what has now long become
ayearly phenomenon? Shouldn't states affect-
ed jointly formulate a policy to curb stubble
burning and control vehicular emissions?
After all, there can be no compromise when it
comes down fo protecting citizens' lives.
ugal Kishore Sharma
Faridabad, Haryana

OPTIC WIN FOR CONG

A DELHI COURT declined to take cog-
nizance of the ED’s money-laundering case
linked to the National Herald showing that
the government is weaponising Central
agencies to harass the Opposition. The
court order had exposed the “the big bosses
of Gandhinagar”. The court also observed
that since Delhl Police’s Economlc Offences
‘Wing has already regisf in the
matter, it would be premature to examine
the ED's case on merits at this stage. The
BJP's campaign of political vendetta, car-
ried out over the past decade, now stands
exposed before the entire nation.
hagwan Thadani
Mumbai

r the last few decades terrorism has, unques-
ionably, become the scourge of the modern
world. The latest major terror incident has
been the horrific attack in Australia’s iconic
Bondi Beach in Sydney, with two Islamist terrorists
gunning down 16 innocent civilians celebrating the
first day of the Jewish festival of Hanukkah.
Australia’s Prime Minister Anthony Albanese
described the attack as a “devastating” event, clari-
fying that it was a “targeted attack on Jewish Aus-
tralians on the first day of Hanukkah wmch should
be a day of joy, a celebration of faif Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, while stmngly cundfmn
ing this incident and expressing solidarity with Aus-
tralia, declared that “India has zero tolerance
towards te.mmsm and supports the fight against all
forms and itions of terrorism”.
While the Australian Islamist father-and-son duo
who gunned down the holidaying Jews, according to
reports till now, may have been radicalised in Is-
laxmc State ldeology whlle on a visit to Pakistan ma-
ny years ago, the father — who was in retalia-
tion after the attack — had his origins in Hyderabad
and still carried an Indian passport. The son is fight-
ing for his life in a Sydney hospital. According to the
police, both had travelled recently to the Phﬂmpmes.
where they may have got weapons training.
That the number of those killed in the horrific
attack was not larger was thanks to the efforts of a
Muslim convenience store owner who bravely got

—+ e ©

hold of the killer father and handed him over to the
local police. Unconfirmed reporis also suggest that
several Improvised Explosive Devices (IEDs) were
found near the site of the attack. Ever since the
Israeli retaliation against Hamas terrorists in Gaza,
over two years back, a few isolated incidents, rela-
tively less violent in intensity, have occurred target-

ing the Jewish community Down Under. In August
th:s year, Australia had accused Iran of mastermind-
ing two anti-Semitic arson attacks in Sydney and
Melbourne, and had directed the Iranian ambas-
sador to leave the country.

While the United States, Britain, France, Canada
and the Middle East region, including Israel and
Syria, have been afflicted with terror activities, off
and on, the South Asian region, comprising India,

Banglac

the international community, very little has been
done collectively done by the global community, and
its toothless watchdog, the United Nations or its
Security Council. Unfortunately, instead of striving
fora peaceful law-abiding global order, many nations
remain in pursuit of their own selfish interests and
thus are fixated on their brand of selective terrorism.
It's not for nothing that the world, or the UN, has
‘been unable to agree on a definition of terrorism or a
terrorist. While the latter, to most people, is an evil
person pursuing violence against unarmed civilians,
ly, to some people the same person is a free-
domfighter! This anomaly has to end before the
world can unite in the fight against global terror.
Most security an: agree that both the US and
China are not doing enough globally to contain ter-

If the US does not do so, it should not be taken by
surprise jfthatelsampwtofthesluamnksonns
soil. Many in the US who fully comprehend the nu-
ances of the global security para are surp)
at the Trump administration’s new-found love for

‘Pakistan, forgetting the latter’s relentless pursuit of
terror activities in the past. How can America now
conveniently forget that the world's most dreaded
terrorist, Osama bin Laden, designated as such by
both theUSandtheUN was captured and killed by
US special forces after he was found hiding for years
in the Pakistani garrison town of Abbottabad, with
Islamabad supposedly ignorant of this fact?

India, which was consistently targeted by terror-
ism emanating from Pakistan, will have to further
strengthen its counter-terror structures. It must
work in tandem with all nations afflicted by terror to

desh and Pakistan, hasbeenreg-  rorism and conveniently cast a blind eye on nations
uJarly plagued by continuous acts of terrorist vio-  clearly fostering these evil activities. UN-desi
lence. Most security analysts are clear thatamajori- terror groups ].LkE LashkareTayyaba Jaishe-
ty of terror strikes, starting from 1 i eir many
attacks in the US and later the November 2008 splinter groups roam free inside Palustan mas-
Mumbai attack and those elsewhere in India and  querading as charitable groups.

are all Pakist: and execut-
ed. Pakistan, which is now afflicted with home-
grown terror nself whether from the Afghan Taliban
or the Tehreelce-Taliban Pakistan or Baloch rebels,
is now reaping all the evil it had sown, especially in
its neighbourhood.
As the footprint of terror activities is spreading all
across the civilised world, despite many warnings to

Pakistan, universally, stands out as the epicentre
and citadel of global lerror, but unfortunately it
ﬂenves part of its strength and largesse from the US

d China to continue its evil endeavours bom
among neighbours, such as India and Afg
but even within its own country. It is high time that
these two powerful nations end their support to
Pakistan as a major sponsor of terror activities.

+

shape global ror narratives, including
using platforms like the UN, FATF, etc. Pakistan
needs to be isolated before its current de facto mili-
tary ruler, Field Marshal Asim Munir, runs amuck
exporting terrorism, which comes naturally to him,
being a former chief of Pakistan’s Inter-Services
Intelligence. India needs to be militarily strong to
serve as a deterrent to any mischief emanating from
Pakistani soil.

The writer, a retired lieutenant-general, was the

first head of India’s Defence Intelligence Agency,
and is a strategic analyst
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Tuesday’s marathon City Coun-
cil Finance Committee session, as
mind-numbing as it could get at
points, was a remarkable moment
in the history of Chicago govern-
ment.

‘We saw a City Council, in the
face of a mayoral administration
relentlessly driven by ideology,
for the first time wrest control of
Chicago’s budget in the name of
pragmatic solutions toa crisis.
The committee’s 22-13 approval
of the alternative revenue pack-
age forged by Aldermen Scott
‘Waguespack, 32nd, and Nicole
Lee, 11th, and shepherded by
panel chair Ald. Pat Dowell, 3rd,
was a critical step in signaling to
the broader world that Chicago
recognizes it exists in a competi-
tive landscape and isn’t a progres-
sive bubble unto itself.

A majority of the council has
made it abundantly clear to
Mayor Brandon Johnson that
his proposal to revive the city’s
corporate head tax — amonthly
tax on each worker employed in
Chicago by large private-sector

rms — is a non-starter. But with
ayear-end budget deadline loom-
ing, the opposition bloc looked to
garner more support by making
concessions to the mayor. They
scrapped a proposed increase to
the city’s monthly trash-collection
fee 0f $9.50, and they allowed for
a$6 million increase in summer
jobs for teens, a top priority for
Johnson.

‘We'll state upfront that the
document the committee
produced and approved isn’t
perfect.

Chicago’s garbage fee, for exam-
ple, is far lower than nearly all peer
cities and doesn’t come close to
covering the cost of the service;
we believe areasonable increase
ismore than warranted. Asit
stands, Chicagoans who live in
multifamily housing must pay for
private garbage collection and are
subsidizing through their property
taxes or rents their fellow Chica-
goans who live in single-family
homes or two- or three-flats.

For those, including the mayor,
who derided the trash-fee
increase as an attack on work-
ing people, we would remind
them thatlots of poor and work-
ingresidents of this city live in
apartments and condos. And
they are effectively paying twice
over for trash services thanks to
the refusal to allow for any fee
increase — an argument Cate Plys
so effectively made earlier this
month in our pages.

‘We also have misgivings about
opening the door to video wager-

of

EDITORIALS

The sausage making in the City Council’s Finance
Committee wasn’t pretty. But a budget thankfully is in sight

THE

ONLY WAY
TO GET THEM
TO LEAVE IS
TO FIGHT
TERROR WITH
TERROR!

—

goans far more than the tour-
ists and conventioneers who are
the primary target of the Bally’s
casino now under construction
at the former Chicago Tribune
Freedom Center. The alder-
manic opposition bloc projects $7
million in net revenue from video
terminals in bars in 2026, but far
more than that in later years.

We think it makes more sense
tomodestly increase a highly
subsxdxzed garbage fee than it does

underalabor contract finalized
earlier this year as well as more
than $280 million for current and
future legal settlements — mainly
for past police misconduct.

And the panel endorsed
another $1.3 billion for future
capital projects despite the fact
that the city has $2.4 billion in
unused bond authority for infra-
structure from past issuances. Ald.
Bill Conway, 34th, vice chair of
(.hE l‘jma.“ce Committee, tried to

that $1.3 billion from the

0 aggres-

27y

sively into the
But politics are what theyare,and
the demagoguery on the trash fee
unfortunately has been effective.

It also was disappointing to see
the Finance Committee approve
the lion’s share of the record $2.8
billion in new bonding author-
ity the Johnson

but he was overruled
by his fellow committee members.
Chief Financial Officer Jill
Jaworski said that needed proj-
ects would be delayed if the coun-
cil didn’t vote on the new capital
plan. But here’s the thing: The
city’s credit rating is teetering; it
ted

requested. The panel cut $1 billion
from $2 billion the mayor’s finan-
cial team wanted for money-sav-

inginbars, a major
legal gambling that would affect
lower- and middle-income Chica-

ing refi . Butit
$449 million to cover 5166 million
inback pay owed to firefighters

may well b once

this budget is finalized, iall

WHAT'S
A ‘HEAD
TAX'?I?

lﬂ

SCOTT STANTIS/FOR THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE

notbehave as if Chicago isina
business-as-usual situation vis-a-
vis the bond markets.

‘We're sure to have more to say
ondebt and the bond markets
as the city looks to tap investors
again early next year.

Despite our misgivings, we
believe the opposition alders, who
have performed remarkably well
in hashing together an alterna-
tive in the face of amulish and
unhelpful administration, deserve
support from the full council as
this budget makes its way through
the process in the next few days.
As Ald. Lee pointed out to the
Finance Committee, the tax and
fee increases in the alternative
budget are overwhelmingly being
levied on businesses rather than
individuals — and that’s with-
out passage of the toxic head tax.

ing 84%

with the council now appearing
set on debt-financing operational
costs —a major fiscal no-no for
credit rating agencies. Now is the
time to err on the side of caution,

of that load while residents are
absorbing 16%.

For the sake of the city, the
mayor ought to make this easier
forall involved and declare he

will not veto this plan if it ends
up being the will of the council
majority, which it appears it will
be.

Afterall,it’s not just his future
electoral prospects that are at
stake in this moment. Chicago’s
budgetary circus slowly but surely
is drawing unwanted notice
around the country. Editorial
boards in cities far away are point-
ingto our example as a cautionary
tale. We are rapidly becoming the
poster child for how not to govern
acity.

Credit analysts, of course, also
are lurking. “The level of brinks-
‘manship we are seeing in Chicago
is uncharacteristic of many other
rated local governments,” Michael
Rinaldi of Fitch Ratings told
Bloomberg News. In the cold-
eyed world of municipal finance,
cities don’t want to be “uncharac-
teristic” in that sort of way.

Let’s exit this road to fiscal and
economic oblivion, and get to
work making Chicago a safe place
in which to invest again.

This year’s Chicago Prize selection highlights how private
investment can build affordable housing

‘We love seeing the immense
fiscal power of nongovernmen-
tal resources wielded for good in
Chicago.

‘We’ve seen this many times
recently, including $100 million
in collective donations from the
business community to bolster
public safety through commu-
nity violence intervention. Now
there’s another moment to cele-
brate: a $10 million investment,
and that’s the word, from a family
foundation. It’s aimed at expand-
ing affordable homeownership in
Chicago neighborhoods that need
itmost.

Chicago’s problem with hous-
ingis that there simply isn’t
enough, especially when it comes
to options ordinary people can
actually manage to buy. We
need to build affordable homes,

plain and simple. And we need
to encourage homeownership,
allowing people to build equity.
So Tuesday brought good news
onall those fronts. The Pritzker
Traubert Foundation announced
that it has awarded its huge ($10
million!) 2025 Chicago Prize to
Reclaiming Chicago, acommu-
nity-led coalition working to
expand affordable homeowner-
ship on the South and West sides.
The substantial investment will
help finance new single-family
and two-flat homes, beginning
with alarge-lot development in
Chicago Lawn that is expected
to deliver about 125 new afford-
able homes. Beyond that initial
project, the funds then will seed a
revolving loan program designed
tolower construction costs and
speed development across four

South and West side neighbor-
hoods.

‘We met in March with repre-
sentatives from Reclaiming
Chicago working on solving
this problem. They outlined
their mission: To build modest
single-family homes in neighbor-
hoods such as Roseland, North
Lawndale, Back of the Yards and
Chicago Lawn and sell them at
an affordable price to people
with modest incomes who are
prepared to become homeowners
and invest in their neighborhoods.
Back then, they'd already gotten
offto astrong start, having raised
money for construction froman
assortment of big banks, founda-
tions and other deep-pocketed
contributors since 2018. They
showed us photos of the very solid
homes they’re building and told

usstories about the people living
in them who wouldn’t other-
wise have been able to realize the
dream of homeownership.

Their enthusiasm and clear
vision made us feel hopeful then,
and still does today.

This is a problem the private
sector is better positioned to
solve, in coordination with hous-
ing officials, of course.

developer and advocate David
Doig claimed in a LinkedIn post,
“That’s more than it costs to build
aluxury unit in Fulton Market or
the Gold Coast.”

Doigis also part of the Reclaim-
ing Chicago effort which operates
far more efficiently.

Chicago needs more hous-
ing, and it needs that housing
tobeaffordable. The Chicago

We much prefer
Chicago’s approach to some of the
recent city-led affordable hous-
ing efforts. Consider the Fifth
City Commons project abrand
new 43-unit d in East

Prizei in
Chicago shows what’s possible
when private capital, local knowl-
edge and public goals align.

$10 million is enough money

Garfield Park on the West Side
that opened earlier this year. The
$38 million project cost amounted
toan eye-popping $884,000 per
taxpayer-subsidized rental unit.
As longtime affordable housing

to have asub ] impact on
an effort such as this, modest as
itnow may be. Yet more impor-
tantly, it will encourage invest-
ment by others and help write
ablueprint for an idea worth
expanding,

ON THIS DAY 55 YEARS AGO THE POLISH RIOTS

The most serious rioting against the Communist
government since the bread and freedom riots of 1956 has
left six persons dead and several dozen wounded in street
battles in three Polish cities on the Bay of Danzig. The
disorders were triggered by government announcement
that food and fuel prices will go up 20 per cent. A meat
shortage was also a contributing factor.

Damage ran to millions of dollars as public buildings

were burned and cars, trucks and shops damaged or set
afire. There was extensive lootmg, and chants were raised
against Wladyslaw Gomulka, the Communist Party boss,
and Communist officials in the three cities.
Fighting began Sunday when 600 students and workers
engaged in a sitdown in the streets of Gdansk. The Polish
students, unlike campus revolutionaries and other young
activists here, have no illusions about Communism. They

do not see it as a salvationist cause ... They know ittobe a
repressive system, based on the guus of police, army and
militia, and an economic failur

The minority of American youth that looks to totalitari-

anism to produce the millennium would be obliged to revise
itssights if it lived under the realities of Communism, as the
youth of Eastern Europe has been obliged to do. ...

Tribune editorial board, Dec. 17,1970
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OPINION

Chance the Rapper’s CTA campaign
is fun but won’t soothe our fears

T

Laura Washington

The CTA has teamed up with
famed Chicago musical artist
Chance the Rapper as the agency
urges us to “enjoy the ride.”

That’s the slogan for anew
collaboration to promote the
CTA.

It features two announcements
by Chance that are playing at rail
stations across the system. The
recorded messages plug the CTA
to the tune “Ride” from Chance’s
latest album.

Ashe reminisces in one greet-
ing, “Growing up in Chicago on
the South Side, T took the CTA
Red Line from 79th almost every
day,” he said. “T won’t ever stop
loving the CTA, and I encourage
you to keep supporting public
transit and its workers. Be safe
and just enjoy the ride!”

Acting CTA President Nora
Leerhsen touted the collaboration
as “aunique partnership between
two Chicago icons — CTA and
Chance — that allows us to cele-
brate the special meaning they
both have for our great city.”

Chance, an international
celebrity and multiple Grammy
winner, is a welcome evangelist
for Chicago. I am delighted that
heis assisting the CTA. Tam also
anative South Sider who grew
up on the Red Line. I still take
the CTA daily, sometimes several
times aday.

So, as I slide into my seat on
the “L,” I could be jamming to his
“Ride”

T may also have to jump out
of my seat to keep from getting
robbed or worse. Growing up, I
was never nervous on the CTA.
Butin the wake of the pandem-
ic-fueled disruption of the system,
the ride can be nerve-racking.

Enjoy the ride? I regularly
encounter passengers who are
disruptive, aggressive or even
violent.

In November, violent crimes
on buses, platforms, stations and
trains increased by 6.6% from the
yearly average over the three prior
years, ABC affiliate WLS-Ch. 7

ACTABrown Line train leaves the Addison station on Dec. 14 in Chicago. ARMANDO L. SANCHEZ/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Chicago reported.

“Over the past year and a half,
there have been bullet holes in
CTAbus windows, people stand-
ing with long guns on public
transportation and weapons
recovered,” the station reported.

That’s why the Donald Trump
administration is right to call out
Chicago’s CTA safety issues.

On Dec. 8, Marc Molinaro,
administrator of the Federal
Transit Administration, wrote
Mayor Brandon Johnson and Gov.
JB Pritzker to demand that the
CTA deliver a“verifiable security
enhancement plan.” The agency
threatened to withhold federal
funds from the CTA if it does not
comply.

Molinaro highlighted the
recent horrific attack on Bethany
MaGee, which he said “reflects
systemic failures in both lead-
ership and accountability on all

levels”

Last month, MaGee was riding
aBlue Line train when Lawrence
Reed approached her, poured
gasoline on her and set her on fire,
according to the Chicago police
and federal prosecutors. Reed, 50,
whowas arrested, “has violated
the conditions of his home
confinement and has previously
been arrested 72 times,” Block
Club Chicago reported.

“Reporting to FTA shows CTA’s
violent crime rate is nearly four
times the national average, with
four homicides in the past 18
months” Molinaro wrote.

On Monday, the CTA wrote
to ABC 7: “The Chicago Transit
Authority (CTA) has submitted
its response to the FTA Special
Directive with the requested
timeframe.” The CTA has released
no details.

Johnson pledged to comply

with the federal request but said
heisalready working on the issue.

“As I've said repeatedly, we do
have to look at what the security
apparatus looks like for public
transportation. (The Chicago
Police Department) plays arole
in that. The city Department of
Public Health plays arolein that.
All of us play arole in ensur-
ing that CTA riders experience
maximum safety;” Johnson said in
response to the letter.

He went on to attack the Trump
administration, saying it “contin-
ues to politicize on what really
could be addressed collectively”

On Tuesday, Pritzker signed a
major transit fundingbill passed
by the Illinois legislature that
includes a safety plan and the
creation of a “sworn law enforce-
ment officer crime prevention
program” that will include partic-
ipation of the Cook County sher-

iff’s office, Chicago police and
otherlocal municipalities, ABC 7
reported. These politicians don’t
have to ride the CTA daily to get
towork, school and the grocery
store. Riders who depend on the
system are at the mercy of people
who are roaming the system in
search of victims.

In one recorded message,
Chance urges CTA passengers to
“be safe”

Chance, my man, hip rap songs
are a fun treat, but they won't
soothe our fears. Let’s hope the
pressure from the feds will pump
up the volume on safety and secu-
rity onthe CTA.

Laura Washington is a political
commentator and longtime Chicago
Jjournalist. Her columns appear in
the Tribune each Wednesday. Write
to her at LauraLauraWashington@
gmail.com.

The lawfare against New York Attorney General
Letitia James isn’t new. Both parties have used it

By John Soares

Proponents of democracy
should be cheering a recent grand
jury refusal to reindict New York
Attorney General Letitia James
— the second grand jury in recent
days to doso — after a federal
judge dismissed an earlier case
against her. Perhaps this and
other embarrassing setbacks for
Trump administration attempts
at “lawfare,” combined with the
role Joe Biden-era lawfare played
in fueling the president’s polit-
ical comeback, will convince
both parties to abandon what
James called “the weaponiza-
tion of our justice system.” Opti-
mistic observers, in fact, might
even imagine these events will
convince the two parties to aban-
don lawfare altogether.

Despite these recent devel-
opments, though, there are two
big reasons to worry. First, cases
are still proceeding against other
Donald Trump antagonists, head-
lined by former national security
adviser John Bolton. Secondly,
and even more problematic: Since
atleast the presidency of Franklin
Roosevelt, something like lawfare
has been disturbingly common.
This lamentable reality is evident
in Watergate, the Iran-Contra
affair and the impeachment of Bill
Clinton.

The Watergate scandal was
not exactly lawfare as we discuss
ittoday, because it involved
actual crimes. Still, critics who
denounced Nixon’s “dirty tricks”
typically ignored similar activities
under his predecessors. During
the administrations of Roos-
evelt, John Kennedy and Lyndon
Johnson, officials weaponized
government agencies such as the
IRS, FBI, CIA, Department of
the Treasury or Department of
Justice to bug, wiretap, surveil,
harass or otherwise intimidate
administration critics, including
business groups, journalists and
civil rights leaders. Among those

in Norfolk, Virginia. JOHN CLARK/AP

targeted at some point during
those years were the African
American press, the Los Ange-
les Chamber of Commerce, the
Congress of Racial Equality,
Students for a Democratic Soci-
ety, the “sugar lobby,” Malcolm
X, reporters from Newsweek and
The New York Times, and the
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.

Plus Richard Nixon.

That’s right: Nixon himself was
targeted for the sorts of abuses
that later led to his ouster. He was
bugged and his taxes audited, the
DOJ tried to conjure up criminal
charges against him, and his mail
was intercepted and read. This
triggered no serious investiga-
tions, no Watergate-style scan-
dals. Nixon might understandably
have concluded the opportunity
to harass political opponents was
aperk that came with the pres-
idency. Most alarming, in some

New York Attorney General Letitia James speaks after pleading not guilty outside the U.S. District Court on Oct. 24

of the cases mentioned above,
the abuses were technically legal
because the people who should
have been policing them had
authorized them or carried them

out.

The chief difference, then,
between Nixon and those afore-
mentioned predecessors was
that he faced investigations they
did not and was caught trying
to obstruct them. In this way,
Nixon’s antagonists were unfair,
yet they reaped a tremendous
political payoff. Less than two
years after Nixon’s landslide
reelection, he became the only
U.S. president to resign. Three
months later, Democrats gained
awhopping 48 House seats, plus
five in the Senate, in the 1974
congressional elections. And in
1976, largely because of Nixon's
long shadow, Democrats claimed
their only presidential election

victory between 1964 and 1992.
Similarly, the Iran-Contra
scandal damaged Ronald Reagan
politically. It did not drive him
from office, but it reduced him,
in the words of one sympathetic
historian, to a “caretaker pres-
ident” for the remainder of his
term. The scandal arose from a
scheme to fund so-called Contra
guerrillas trying to overthrow
Nicaragua’s communist-led
government while Congress
prohibited U.S. aid to the Contras.
After failed efforts at diplomacy
with the Nicaraguan government,
at the end 0f 1981, Reagan decided
to support the Contras. During
1982, Congress imposed restric-
tions on that aid, then in 1984, it
banned Contra aid for fiscal year
1985. Congress subsequently
reversed course in 1985, voting
to resume aid, then removing all
restrictions in 1986, before the

scandal broke.

Indenouncing Reagan, critics
talked and acted as though that
vote for the fiscal year 1985 was
the only congressional action
on Contra aid that counted. And
this criminalization of policy
differences not only damaged
Reagan; the resulting scandal’s
impact lingered into 1992, when
an independent counsel’s highly
politicized indictments, on the
eve of George HW. Bush's bid for
reelection, helped defeat Reagan’s
former vice president.

But while lawfare worked for
its practitioners against Nixon
and Reagan, it boomeranged on
Clinton’s antagonists. During
his presidency, the U.S. House
approved articles of impeachment
that charged him with perjury
and obstruction of justice over
his response to a lawsuit alleging
sexual harassment. His defenders
dismissed Clinton’s problems as
“just sex,” as though his adultery
was the issue and not the perjury
and obstruction of justice. The
implication, that perjury could be
overlooked in sexual harassment
cases, undermined sexual harass-
ment law with consequences
thatonly became clear after the
#MeToo movement emerged,
but in the short term, it worked
for Clinton: The Senate acquit-
ted him, and in 1998, his party
lost no Senate seats and actually
gained five in the House, an almost
unheard-of success for the party
ofasecond-term incumbent in
midterm elections.

Lawfare, then, is undemocratic
and can backfire, but it some-
times pays big political dividends.
Hopefully, its recent failures, for
both parties, will convince politi-
cians, and the American people, to
demand it be tossed on the scrap
heap —immediately and forever.

John Soares teaches history at the
University of Notre Dame. This
essay reflects his opinion and not
that of Notre Dame or any part of it.
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OPINION

What Las Posadas has taught me
about Christmas and community

By Anthony Pahnke

Marrying into a family of Mexi-
can immigrants taught me new
ways to practice my Catholic
faith during the holidays. From
honoring the Virgin de Guada-
lupe, to spending hours preparing
tamales, these traditions differ
from what I learned growing
up in rural Wisconsin. But one
tradition — the nine-day cele-
bration of Las Posadas — stands
out, principally for how it brings
people together. Now, as our
country finds itself divided on the
subject of immigration, under-
standing this tradition offers a
way to rethink the meaning of
the holidays and appreciate those
who have sacrificed somuch to
come here.

The four weeks preceding
Christmas Day, as I learned in
catechism, is Advent. During this
time of preparation, we adorn our
tables with wreaths, wear purple
to signify royalty (as Christis
considered king) and do charita-
ble acts such as food drives in our
communities.

Practicing Las Posadas doesn’t
break from such traditions as
much as deepen their meaning.

The word posada is Span-
ish for lodging. The tradition
begins in how Spanish coloniz-
ers blended Mexica/Aztec rituals
that celebrated the festival of
the 15th month of their calen-
dar, Panquetzaliztli, during the
winter solstice in Mexico, to

Amanger scene is displayed at the International exhibition“100 Nativity Scenes in the Vatican!"in St. Peter's Square on Dec. 8, which brings together works
by numerous artisans depicting the Nativity. GREGORIO BORGIA/AP

convert Indigenous people to
Christianity. But what makes Las
Posadas Christian is emphasizing
the part from the Gospel of Luke
2:7 when we learn that Mary
and Joseph were looking for a
place to stay after registering to
pay taxes in Bethlehem. In only
that Gospel, do we find Mary
and Joseph looking and failing to
find lodging and endingup ina
manger for the birth of Christ.
Practiced for more than 400
years wherever Latino Chris-
tians reside, Las Posadas includes
over the course of the nine days
before Christmas, daily celebra-
tions of pinatas, food, and prayer.
The prayers allude to how Mary

and Joseph were traveling, seek-
ing shelter and not finding it. In
Minnesota, we took a small statue
of the Mother Mary house to
house over those nine days, pray-
ing together and then sharinga
meal with different dishes that
each family prepared.

But where most citizens center
on the stability of the manger at
the center of the Nativity scene
when thinking of Christ’s birth,
being on the move and searching
for lodging adds a different mean-
ing to the Christmas holiday that
immigrants embody.

On that meaning, I think of
the people with whom I ate and
prayed with over those nine

days. Whatbrought us together
was our faith and the impor-
tance of being with one another
to practice it. Unlike me, many of
them were like Mary and Joseph,
searching for shelter and sanctu-
ary, believing they had found itin
the U.S. To celebrate, they created
community with me, making
Christmas real by sharing food,
praying and singing and breaking
the occasional pinata with candy,
to ensure everyone, including
children, had something to enjoy.
Centering the journey as muchas
the destination, Las Posadasis a
tradition based on kindness and
inclusion, sacrifice and commu-

nity.

We are told repeatedly to find
the true meaning of Christmas.
Holiday movies remind us of love
and family. We take work offto be
with loved ones during the holi-
day season. We relax and watch
football and basketball games.
But Christmas is more than a
vacation, as celebrating Christ’s
birth is supposed to herald God
becoming human for all. Regard-
less of the different faiths and
their recognition of Christmas,
or lack thereof, this idea of love
without condition and universal
community is something we can
all aspire to.

Just as important, immigrants
and Las Posadas show that the

point of the holiday season is

in the intentional effort to be
together. Preparation for Christ’s
arrival is not watching a movie or
shopping for gifts, but in taking
the time to build the meaningful
bonds of community that immi-
grants, regardless of their status,
around our country are doing
now. Our country would be a
better place if we all appreciated
and understood this.

Anthony Pahnke is an associate
professor of international relations
at San Francisco State University
and vice president of the Family
Farm Defenders. He can be reached
at anthonypahnke@sfsu.edu.

VOICE OF THE PEOPLE
City Council, take action

T am writing to express my strong support for the home-
owners, organizations and the more than 1,700 property
owners involved in the class-action lawsuit filed regarding
the Cook County tax scavenger sale.

Thisissue s critical given the testimony presented
earlier this year to the City Council Committee on Hous-
ingand Real Estate, which highlighted the concerning fact
that Black homeowners’ accumulated real estate wealth in
Chicago is effectively at zero. This staggering news echoes
throughout the South Side and contributes to massive
population decline, which is partially driven by scandalous
real estate dealings.

The current application of the Cook County tax sales
mirrors historical injustices, such as the repealed 2007 bill
(HB4050) that resembled a 1830s Black-focused law. The
tax sales effectively deny Black residents prolonged home-
ownership and the ability to build home equity by selling
Black homes to flip companies at a significant discount.
This practice is fundamentally wrong and causes signifi-
cant economic harm.

Turge the City Council to flip the script and focus on
immediate tax protections. Specifically, I request that the
City Council:

1. Halt the Cook County payment deadline and extend it
to mid-February.

2. Introduce an ordinance calling for a special review of the
Cook County tax sale program through a joint committee.

Let us use the anniversary of the 13th Amendment
(December 1865) as amoment to bless and protect home-
owners and end this cycle of economic harm.

T's only right.

— John Paul Jones, president, Sustainable Englewood
Initiatives, and coordinator, CREATE Greater Englewood
Together

Protecting homeowners

Thank you for the excellent editorial about Cook Coun-
ty’s convoluted and unfair property tax sales system that
takes the homes, and all the equity in the homes, from
owners who do not pay their property taxes in a timely
way (“The chaotic situation involving property taxes and
Cook County tax sales,” Dec. 14). The editorial is correct
that the system disproportionally impacts poor and
minority homeowners and has the “historical stench of a
racist method to strip equity from Black homeowners.”

Twould add that the procedures also disproportionally
impact homeowners, most of whom are elderly, who have
cognitive disabilities such as Alzheimer’s disease. The
patterns tend to be similar. The person has owned their
home for decades, the home is completely or mostly paid
off, and the home has substantial equity. Over the years,
the homeowner has always paid their property taxes on
time. Then Alzheimer’s or other dementia sets in, and the
homeowner misses a property tax payment. As aresult,
the person loses their longtime home with substantial
equity over a minuscule unpaid property tax bill that the
homeowner was not even able to understand.

Our office serves as guardian for about 600 mostly older
people with cognitive disabilities. Unfortunately, we see
this situation with frequency.

As the editorial points out, a federal court recently ruled
this system unconstitutional. It is now up to Cook County

Residential homes in Chicago's South Side on Monday.
BRIAN CASSELLA/CHICAGO TRIBUNE
and the General bly to enact reforms c
with the court’s ruling. We call on them to do so expedi-
tiously and in a manner that protects the rights of poor
and minority homeowners as well as those with cognitive
disabilities.

— Charles P. Golbert, Cook County public guardian,
Chicago

This senior is leaving

The editorial in Sunday’s paper regarding the strato-
spheric increase in many property tax bills omits a few
important facts and information. Although the Tribune
Editorial Board correctly points out the faults with the
tax sale system and the procedures involved, it somewhat
contradicts its point with these statements: “The real value
to the Illinois counties, of course, is not the tax sale but the
threat of the tax sale that gets people to pay up. However
this is resolved, some kind of consequence for not paying
will have to be in place.” The board is correct. This does
seem like a policy right out of the 19th century. It is inequi-
table and onerous. So, who's side is the board on?

T have owned and lived in my home for over 30 years,

and the tax has never decreased during any downturn.
A more sensible alternative (although less lucrative for
the county) would be to tax the property by an amount
commensurate with the owner’s ability to pay based on
their income level.

My bill increased fourfold. I will most definitely have
difficulty paying this as T am a senior on a fixed income. I
will have to now sell my home and am considering moving
out of the state altogether. This would be a win for the
county because a new owner would be assessed at the
increased value and be paying a higher tax. Maybe that
is the county’s ultimate objective as 'm sure the county
could care less about one little old senior citizen. So, 'm
leaving.

The board would do Tribune readership a great service
by pressing for change and holding the spend-crazy city,
county and state leaders accountable for their decisions
in all matters financial. Maybe the board can help bring

Ty burd

ACA premium increases

‘With the U.S. Senate’s rejection of legislation to extend
the Affordable Care Act’s enhanced premium tax credits,
millions of Americans — including tens of thousands of
Tilinoisans — now face steep premium increases beginning
Jan.1.

For nearly 15 years, the ACA has helped address deep
flaws in our fragmented health care system primarily by
eliminating previous barriers to coverage for hundreds of
thousands of Tllinoisans, ensuring nearly 93% of our popu-
lation now has health insurance, exceeding the national
average.

Much of this progress has been driven by enhanced
P jum tax credit: ted under the ican Rescue
Plan Act. These credits made coverage affordable for
middle-income households that previously struggled to
pay for insurance. In Tllinois, marketplace enrollment
jumped by more than 32,000 when the credits were intro-
duced, and overall enrollment has grown nearly 40% since
2021 This year, Illinois reported record enrollment, with
nearly 466,000 people covered.

The numbers are stark. Without tax credits, the average
‘monthly premium in Tllinois is $674. With them, nearly
90% of marketplace enrollees pay just $143, That differ-
ence s the line between having coverage and going with-
out. The Congressional Budget Office estimates more than
2 million Americans will lose insurance in 2026 if the cred-
its expire. In Tllinois, marketplace enrollment could drop
by 30%.

This is not to suggest that the ACA is flawless public
policy, but we cannot allow these gains to evaporate.
Affordable coverage is not just about health; it is about
economic stability, public health and fairness. Without
insurance, patients delay care, chronic conditions worsen
and costs rise for everyone.

As president of the Illinois Life & Health Insurance
Council, T know there is much work ahead to address the
existing affordability challenges of our health care system.

s ¥ s

Even with the of the ent tax
credits, 2026 premiums are on the rise. However, reducing
access to health insurance will make it more difficult for
our industry, policymakers and our partners in the health
care system to bend that cost curve moving forward.

Extending the enhanced premium tax credits is essen-
tial to preserving coverage gains, protecting families from
unaffordable costs and ensuring Illinois continues to
lead in expanding access to care. The Senate’s vote was a
setback, but it should not be the final word.

Preserving affordable coverage is not just good policy; it
is amoral imperative.

— Laura Minzer, president, Illinois Life & Health Insur-
ance Council, Springfield

Note to readers: We'd like to know your hopes for the new
year. Please send us a letter, of no more than 400 words, to
letters@chicagotribune.com by Sunday, Dec. 28. Include
your full name and city/town.

Ii 1

Illinois property owners out of the it
19th century and force government to spend within its
financial means!

— Joseph Talbott, Chicago

For letters, goto ibune.
com/letters. Email your letter submissions, 400 words or
less, to letters@chicagotribune.com. Include your full name,
address and phone number.
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Putin wants to export chaos -
but democracy can fight back
Rafael Behr

& Continued from front

Traditional methods of subversion are
» still practised. Reform UK’s former leader
in Wales, Nathan Gill, is now in jail after
pleading guilty to bribery charges dating from his time
as a Ukip and Brexit party MEP. He accepted tens of
thousands of pounds in bribes to boost pro-Russian
interests in the European parliament.

The case has prompted the government to set up
an inquiry into foreign influence in UK politics. The
terms of reference cover the post-Brexit landscape, not
because Kremlin meddling is arecent phenomenon
but because excavation of more historic interference
- perhaps contaminating the democratic credentials
of the Brexit campaign - is deemed too socially and
politically fissile.

Back in 2016, the Kremlin obviously had a
preference for Britain to harm itself and the EU by
burning their mutually beneficial alliance, just as
Putin had a clear interest in Donald Trump beating
Hillary Clinton in that year’s US presidential election.

But the method isn’t confined to specific
geopolitical goals. All divergence of opinion is ripe
for radicalisation. A 2018 US senate committee
investigation found that Russian troll accounts were
posting messages in support of Black Lives Matter and
cheering Confederate flags in different digital silos.

his is one of the challenges identified

by Blaise Metreweli, the new director

of MI6, in a speech earlier this

week. She characterised the current

national security environment as a

“space between peace and war”. In

the eyes of Britain’s spy chief, Putin

is the pre-eminent menace. His
method is “the export of chaos”. That could involve
needling incursions over Nato borders with drones,
ships and submarines. It features cyber-attacks on
infrastructure, arson and sabotage. Such provocations
are alarming but counterproductive if they alert public
opinion in the target country to a threat.

The more insidious method is pollution of
democratic discourse. It blurs the distinction
between knowing service to a hostile government
and unwitting collaboration. Gill was greedy, but that
doesn’t mean he didn’t believe arguments he was paid
to make. Ideology is not the prime vector for sabotage
of western democracies. Political commitment and
activism can be less useful than their opposites -
apathy and disengagement. The most toxic substance
spewing from turbines of digital disinformation is
cynicism. It is the view that politicians are as bad as
each other and that none is trading in the truth. That
is the path of despair down which democracy itself
starts to be dismissed as a sham.

And that is where Putin’s strategic calculation
merges with his need to avenge Russia’s humiliation
in the 1990s. The lesson he observed in the chaotic
Yeltsin years was that democracy was easily
manipulated by elites to legitimise plunder. The
liberal script was different from the one parroted by
Communist party elites. The hypocrisy was the same.

The appeal in that analysis is that no Russians need
be held responsible for their country’s failure to thrive.
They were tricked by their enemy and the great lie of
political freedom. This is the deep well of resentment
that fuels Putin’s export of chaos. Sowing discord and
shredding consensus is meant to rob western societies
of the stability that was once their superpower. Then,
in Putin’s ultimate vindication, the moral lesson of
the cold war will be inverted. Instead of authoritarian
regimes crumbling because their captive subjects
craved freedom, it will be demoralised citizens of
liberal societies turning to strong leaders for order.

The realisation of that dark fantasy can seem grimly
plausible, especially given the spectacle of Trump’s
misrule in the US. That has to be our spur to vigilance
in Europe. In the end, dictators always underestimate
theresilience of societies governed by law and
institutions because they cannot believe in a system
thatis stronger than the rule of one man. They cannot
cope with the most powerful truth of democracy - that
it outlives every tyrant who tries to prove it is a lie.
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Donald Trump lawsuit

The BBC must defend
itself against grievance
politics with a purpose

On the day that the government launched a
high-stakes consultation to consider fresh ways of
funding the BBC in the digital era, the corporation
could have done without another difficult news event
of its own. Donald Trump’s decision to follow through
on threats to sue over the content of a Panorama
programme broadcast in October 2024 may not have
come as a surprise, given Mr Trump’s litigious record
in the United States. But it will add to the general

air of beleaguerment at the corporation and further
embolden its domestic political enemies.

A terse BBC statement yesterday suggested that
there would be no backing down in the face of White
House bullying. That is the right response to absurd
claims of “overwhelming financial and reputational
harm” caused to the US president, and a fantastical
request for damages amounting to $10bn. The BBC
has rightly apologised for the misleading splicing
together of separate clips from Mr Trump’s rabble-
rousing speech on January 6 2020, prior to the violent
storming of the US Capitol. A serious error of judgment
was made in that editing process - though the House
of Representatives January 6 committee concluded
that Trump did use his speech to incite an insurrection.
But the claim that a programme not broadcast in the
US was part of a malicious plan to defame Mr Trump
and subvert the democratic process ahead of last year’s
election is utterly specious.

The BBC is only the latest major media institution
to be targeted by Mr Trump in a strategic campaign

of intimidation, although the first beyond US
borders. There are already presidential lawsuits
pending in relation to the New York Times
(allegedly “a mouthpiece for the Radical Left
Democratic Party”) and the Wall Street Journal,
which experts say Mr Trump has next tono

chance of winning. Legal action and regulatory
threats have also led to settlements in the television
industry, successfully instilling a climate of fear
and self-censorship.

That is the point, of course. Money is not the
primary object of the exercise, though cash
extracted from a case involving CBS News has
reportedly been diverted towards the construction
of Mr Trump’s presidential library. The main goal is
acowed mediascape allowing the US president, and
online outriders such as Elon Musk, to manipulate
and control debate. For US corporate empires
whose ambitions partly depend on the goodwill
of the Trump administration, the harassment can
lead to invidious choices. But as an independent
British broadcaster with its own global reputation
to defend, the BBC s free to fight back.

In that battle, the corporation deserves
more wholehearted backing from the prime
minister, Sir Keir Starmer, than has hitherto been
the case. The BBC remains a core component
of the UK’s democratic infrastructure, but
Mr Trump’s lawsuit is designed to undermine
its prestige and sap its confidence, playing into
the hands of his fellow travellers on the British
radical right. The government should see that
strategy for the attempted infringement on
national sovereignty that it is. By relentlessly
targeting the US “legacy” media and now
the BBC, while cosplaying the role of victim,

Mr Trump is seeking to galvanise his base and
narrow the parameters of acceptable scrutiny
and judgment. Auntie is not amenace to the
functioning of democracy. But heis.

NHS dental care

Contract tweaks won't
stop the rot. Dentistry
needsradical surgery

If changes to the NHS dental contract in England result
in fewer people being left to suffer with complex
problems because they cannot get treatment,

that will be a big gain. Sore teeth and gums are
debilitating, and dentistry ought not to be out of

reach for anyone who needsit.

The decision to prioritise complex cases, as well as
the lack of urgent care in some places, has been taken
following a consultation that highlighted these two
issues. From next April, the NHS payment system will
alter so that patients can book a package rather than
aseries of individual appointments if they need to be
seen more than once. Dentists will be incentivised to
offer more slots to those needing urgent treatment for
issues including severe pain and infections.

But this week’s announcement is not, and should not
be mistaken for, a solution to all England’s problems
with dentists (Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland
all face similar challenges with their NHS dental
workforces - including acute shortages in particular
places - but as health is devolved the changes apply
only in England). The dry remark made by Shiv
Pabary, the chair of the British Dental Association’s
general dental practice committee, that the changes
are the “biggest tweaks this failed contract has
seen inits history”, was apt. The new fee structure
announced by the health minister, Stephen
Kinnock, is a big tweak to the existing system.

But it is still a tweak, and not the overhaul that
most experts agree is needed.

The NHS dental contract introduced in 2006
marked a radical break with what went before.
People lost the right to register with a dentist in the
same way that they register with a GP, who then acts
as a gateway to other treatments and who receives
apayment for each patient on their list. Instead,
dentists began to be paid per “unit of activity”. Very
soon, problems with this arrangement emerged and
were pointed out by the health select committee
and others. It is disturbing to realise that many
of the difficulties noted then are the same ones
described now, in particular the lack of access to
dentists for poor people in poor places.

The situation has in some respects acutely
worsened. Calls about dental issues to the NHS’s
non-emergency 111 number rose by 20% between
July and September compared with the same period
in 2024. A&E attendances jumped by nearly 45%
in four years - from 81,773 in 2019-20 to 117,977 in
2023-24. Anew report by the patient watchdog
includes shocking case histories, including people
pulling out their own teeth.

Areas including the east of England face chronic
shortages, and “golden hellos” for dentists in
underserved locations have had limited success.
Efforts to reduce the prevalence of tooth decay
in young children, and to tackle dental health
inequality, have stalled - though Labour deserves
credit for the decision to introduce supervised
toothbrushing in schools. This hands-on measure
ought to make a difference.

Anew contract is promised by the end of this
parliament. Ministers should go further with a
pledge to restore the right to register, ensuring
universal access. They must also explain how
this week’s contract announcement relates to
an existing plan to boost the number of urgent
appointments by 700,000 - and set out a
timeline so that the public knows what to expect
and progress can be checked.
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If Starmer won't

oo further on

Europe, Labour

challengerswill

Tom
Baldwin

even years ago, it took just eight words

to electrify the Labour conference

and show the party was changing.

Keir Starmer wasn’t really accustomed

to his speeches having such an effect.

All he had said was: “Nobody is ruling

out remain as an option.” But context is

everything. Departing from his agreed
text in this way was always going to be seen as laying
down the gauntlet to Jeremy Corbyn, who was trying to
prioritise leave supporters in working-class seats. This
grey-suited shadow Brexit secretary was transformed
- if only for a while - into a risk-taker who would stand
up for most Labour MPs, members and voters against a
leader he would later replace.

Since then, much has happened, not least to Starmer
himself. One of his first acts after taking over from
Corbyn in 2020 was to declare that the Brexit issue had
been settled by the previous year’s general election.
And, at the last one, he repeatedly emphasised
manifesto “red line” commitments that forbade
re-entry into the EU, the single market or a customs
union. Like his predecessor, his strategy has been to
pursue Brexit-y voters in key seats.

However, it’s now the prime minister’s turn to
be an embattled Labour leader. And, if Europe is
no longer the boiling pot of British politics, a lid
that has been kept tightly sealed for five years is
beginning to rattle once more. Both Starmer and
Rachel Reeves have ramped up the rhetoric about
the devastation that leaving the EU has caused to the
UK’s economy. It’s a useful stick with which to beat
Nigel Farage. And yet the scale of the damage, which
by some estimates has left Britain with an economy
thatis between 6% and 8% smaller than if it were
still in the EU, towers over the micro-mitigation so
far offered by the government. Starmer’s so-called
re-set deal agreed with Brussels last summer offers
economic benefits measured in low decimal points.
The deputy prime minister, David Lammy, muses
openly about the “self-evident” benefits of being in
acustoms union with the EU, while a dozen Labour
MPs, including the chair of the Treasury select
committee, last week voted for a Liberal Democrat
motion on joining one.

Keir Starmer,
then shadow
Brexit secretary,
speaks at the
2018 Labour
conferencein
Liverpool
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Ifherulesout
closer EU ties,
he allowsrivals to
occupy thespace
where most Labour
MPs, members and
voters are to be found

Although Nick Thomas-Symonds , the minister
in charge of EU policy, who is now attending every
cabinet meeting, insists the red lines are still in
place, there are ways these could be bypassed. One
idea would be to announce the start of negotiations
now on a much bolder deal, for inclusion in the next
manifesto, with implementation only if Labour won a
fresh mandate.

Yet Starmer has most recently been damping it all
down again by warning that a return to a European
customs area would “unravel” the trade pacts with the
US, which he regards as signature achievements of his
premiership.

My understanding is that the PM’s scepticism goes
still deeper, and is rooted in three further factors.
First, he thinks any customs union agreement has
been made significantly more difficult because his
ministers are busily de-aligning from European
rules across arange of policy areas, including the
environment. Second, the exorbitant price set
for the UK tojoin the EU’s new defence fund and
the subsequent collapse in talks has convinced
UK negotiators that former EU partners are less
interested in cutting special deals with Britain than
in demonstrating that Brexit does not work. Lastly,
the new US national security strategy is seen by some
influential figures in Downing Street as a reason for
Britain to keep its distance from the EU. I'm told
the government is worried that aligning closer with
Europe would destabilise geopolitics further by
risking fragile US military support for Ukraine, Nato
and much more besides.

t remains to be seen whether this position can
hold if Trump really does seek to export Maga
ideology to Britain at a time when Starmer
has promised Labour will throw “everything
we have” into the fight against rightwing
populism. And perhaps, says one source
close to him, amore reasonable US president
will be in the White House by the time of

the next general election. Given the febrile state of

Westminster politics, it must be acknowledged there

might be anew Labour prime minister too.

All of which brings us back to 2018. Starmer has
always said his speech to the party conference was
not a pitch for the leadership but merely an attempt to
keep open the “option” of remain being on the ballot
paper in a new referendum. Indeed, in those days,
Starmer still favoured a “bespoke customs union deal”
of the kind he now appears to be opposing.

But it’s not been lost on Downing Street that
Wes Streeting is among a clutch of cabinet ministers
letting it be known they want to go further on Europe.
Aides to Angela Rayner insist she won't discuss her
position on a customs union as it would only “escalate
unhelpful speculation”. The danger is obvious. If
Starmer rules out more meaningful steps towards
acloserelationship with the EU, he allows rivals to
occupy the space where the overwhelming majority of
Labour MPs, members and voters are to be found.

T happen to be someone who both wants him to
survive and believes he can do so. But it would be
prudent of him to remember the impact just a few
words had for him seven years ago. There are options
for a big offer on Europe that the prime minister should
not “rule out”; he should prise them open himself,
before someone else makes them his - or her - own.
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An ‘ozone layer

moment for

methane limits

Mia
Mottley

A

he timing is brutal. Just as the world
celebrates the 10th anniversary of
the adoption of the Paris climate
agreement this month, new
evidence shows that the world is
crashing through the main defence
that was constructed against
climate catastrophe. The three-year
temperature average is - for the first time - set to
exceed the Paris guardrail of 1.5C above preindustrial
levels. According to the Copernicus Climate Change
Service, 2025 will join 2023 and 2024 as the three
warmest since the Industrial Revolution.
As temperatures continue torise - including in the
oceans, where the extra heat fuels more powerful
hurricanes - far greater catastrophes lie ahead as

feedback loops push the planet past irreversible tipping
points. We have already passed our first tipping point,
the progressive loss of warm-water coral reefs, on
which nearly a billion people and a quarter of marine
life depend; a development particularly relevant to
island countries like Barbados. We are on the brink

of several more, including the death of the Amazon
rainforest, the collapse of key ocean currents, and the
loss of ice sheets leading to metres of sea-level rise.

Cutting methane emissions is the fastest and
simplest way to slow near-term warming and prevent
triggering more tipping points. We must also reduce
carbon-dioxide emissions as quickly as possible,
although much of the impact on climate will take effect
in the medium to long term. In contrast, we could
avoid up to nearly 0.3C of warming by the 2040s by
eliminating the easily avoidable methane emissions,
starting with those of the oil and gas sector.

The European Commission helped launch the global
methane pledge at Glasgow’s Cop26 in 2021, where
today itand 159 other countries are supporting emission
cuts of 30% by 2030 from 2020 levels. However, this
is voluntary. The urgency of the climate demands
mandatory measures. It is time for a binding agreement
for methane, starting in the oil and gas sector. Other
leaders have joined this call, including Wesley Simina,
president of the Federated States of Micronesia, and
Feleti Teo, prime minister of Tuvalu. The French
president, Emmanuel Macron, also voiced support for
abinding framework and called for a global alliance
dedicated to action on methane.

Despite many past promises and pledges, methane
emissions from the energy sector continue to grow,
making a binding agreement essential. Many of
the pieces for an agreement are moving into place.
Companies representing nearly 40% of global oil and
gas production promised at Cop28 in 2023 to ban

*®

Mia Mottley
is the prime
minister of
Barbados

routine gas flaring by 2030 and limit leaks to “near
zero” by 2030. They include 34 national oil companies,
suggesting that their governments should be ready
tojoin an agreement that ensures their promises are
honoured. The binding EU methane regulation bans
flaring - and soon will ban leaks.

The Brazilian president, Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva,
and leaders of more than 80 other countries will be
developing a roadmap to phase out fossil fuels, which
should have as a first step eliminating methane waste
through a binding agreement among willing nations.

The Montreal protocol, signed in 1987, can provide
the inspiration. Besides improving the protective
ozone layer, that agreement has done more than any
other to combat the climate crisis, mainly because
the ozone-depleting chemicals it reduces are also
powerful warmers. The protocol is on course to avoid
2.5C of warming by the end of the century, a massive
contribution. It was negotiated by a small coalition of
willing countries, and concluded in less than a year
after formal diplomatic negotiations opened.

The next step is to convene willing nations to
develop aroadmap in 2026 for the oil and gas industry.
An ambitious timeline would be to start negotiations
among this coalition of the willing in early 2027, and
adopt an agreement as soon as possible thereafter.
Alegally binding methane agreement for the oil and
gas sector can prevent energy waste, while buying
time over the next 15 to 20 years to build resilience as
research to scale up decarbonising technologies to
commercial level builds pace. This will give countries
in the south with oil and gas assets the opportunity to
use the one thing that can finance their way to net zero.

Preventing methane energy waste makes sense for
industry, and it makes sense for people and the planet.
As Aristotle taught us, waste is a form of injustice.
Preventing it is not too much to ask.
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Fifa scores an own goal with its World Cup ticket prices

The tournament in
North America is turning
into an elitist spectacle

Fifa's decision to expand the men’s
World Cup from 32 to 48 teams for next
summer’s finals across the US, Canada
and Mexico was pitched by its president
Gianni Infantino as an opportunity for
the beautiful game truly to live up to its
international brand. But after football’s
governing body opened its main ticket
ballot last week and revealed its pricing
strategy, this tournament is starting to
resemble a premium spectacle for those
with deep pockets, not a shared global
festival opentoall.

Tickets are priced higher than the
indicative ranges given in the host
nations’ original bid. General admission
tickets for the group stage — many cost-
ing hundreds of dollars —are up to three
times more expensive than in the previ-
ous World Cup in Qatar in 2022. Pricing

for the initial games is based on the
perceived popularity of the fixture, a
departure from recent tournaments
that used flat rates. The cheapest ticket
banding also accounts for only asliver of
some stadium allocations.

Fifa notified member associations last
week that the cheapest final tickets
would start at $4,195. Football Support-
ers Europe, a fan group, has estimated
that a fan would need to spend at least
$6,900 on tickets to follow their team
from the opening game to the final —
almost five times the cost at the last
tournament. Fifa will also operate a
resale platform, taking a 15 per cent cut
from both buyer and seller.

Fan groups are understandably out-
raged. Ticket costs come before factor-
ingin the cost of flying to, and between,
16 host cities across the North American
continent, as well as food and accommo-
dation. US President Donald Trump’s
proposal to require tourists to disclose
five years of social media history adds
further concern.

If expanding the tournament was
meanttobroaden football’sglobal reach,
pricing many fans out undermines that
goal. This World Cup will be the first for
nations including Cape Verde and
Curagao, Haiti has qualified for only the
second time. Fans from such countries
were always going to struggle to attend
the tournament, but tickets to attend all
group stage matches could now cost
multiples of their monthly salary. Sup-
porters from other countries also say
they will stay at home.

Fifa’s pricing will hinder its efforts,
too, to grow the sport’s appeal in the US.
1f there are fewer international travel-
lers, that will dim the festive, global
atmosphere that has long enriched
on-field entertainment. High prices will
also squeeze and potentially deter
households that are already struggling
with America’s high cost of living.

Still, this World Cup is shaping up to
be a cash cow for Fifa. Its platform
received 5mn ticket requests in the first
24 hours of the open ballot that began

Ifexpanding
the contest
was meant
tobroaden
football’s global

many fans out
undermines
thataim

last Thursday. The demand to watch
stars such as France’s Kylian Mbappé or
England’s Harry Kane is indeed enor-
mous. In the wealthy US market, many
will pay a premium to be part of the
spectacle. The expanded format also
guarantees higher ticket and TV reve-
nues, The Zurich-based body projects a
record $13bn in revenue in the four-year
cycle ending in 2026 — up from the
$7.6bn of the Qatar cycle.

Supporters may feel Fifa is profiting
at their expense. A new, limited entry
tier announced yesterday for cheap
tickets priced at $60 suggests Fifa is not
ignoring the complaints. The non-profit
global governing body will also argue
that higher revenues can be reinvested
into grassroots football. But money
alone cannot grow the game. Fairer
ticket prices would enable a broader
range of fans to experience the World
Cup first-hand, creating memories that
deepen loyalty and widen appeal. Fora
sport that prides itself on being global,
accessisan investment too.

Opinion Science

What happensif Al data
centres move to space?

Anjana
Ahuja

f ever there was proof that the

race to feed the Al boom has

become detached from reality, it

came in a recent Google

announcement that it would
build a prototype solar-powered data
centreinspace.

Data centres are power-guzzling
physical facilities that contain com-
puting infrastructure; planning hur-
dles, local opposition and energy
demands are now putting limits on
how farand fast Al can scale. The idea
of Project Suncatcher is to shift that
infrastructure, and its associated
headaches, into space.

Queries to Al models like Gemini
would be processed there and the
answers beamed back to Earth. The
data centre would not be an orbiting
monolith but a flock of 81 solar-pow-
ered satellites loaded with Al chips,
flying and processing in unison.

Astronomers (L‘Lll' more
satellites will clutter
the skies, hampering

their observations

Google will work with satellite com-
pany Planet to send two satellites into
low Earth orbit in 2027.

‘This would be a cosmic challenge —
but while orbiting data centres mini-
mise the need for planetary land and
water, they promise problems of their
own. Astronomers fear more satellite
constellations will further clutter the

ellites into the single most congested
route in low Earth orbit, according to
Michigan university space scientist
Mojtaba Akhavan-Tafti.

The satellites would be spaced just
100m to 200m apart, allowing them to
talk to each other but perilously close
should their paths wobble due to buf-
feting from air particles and space
weather. At that proximity, Akhavan-
Tafti explained in arecent article, “the
margin for error [in orbital naviga-
tion] evaporates. A single impact
could not only destroy one satellite
but send it blasting into its neigh-
bours, triggering a cascade that could
wipe out the entire cluster and ran-
domly scatter millions of new pieces of
debris into an orbit that is already a
minefield.”

The European Space Agency notes
that debris particles over lem in size
can cause catastrophic damage — and
there are already more than 1.2mn of
them. As orbital traffic soars, the
probability of the Kessler effect — fly-
ing debris that sparks a chain reaction
of other collisions and break-ups, ren-
dering those orbits unusable — also
rises.

‘There are nearly 16,000 satellites
already whizzing around the Earth. Of
those, close to 9,000 belong to Musk’s
Starlink network, with the company’s
plans for 15,000 new ones under
review by the Federal Communica-
tions Commission. The reflective sat-
ellites can be seen in optical images,
though the company seems willing to
address the issue; stray Starlink radio
emissions are showing up in frequen-
cies meant to be protected for radio
astronomy.

‘The Google preprint mentions that
the Al chips will be exposed to radia-
tion that can degrade electronics and
corrupt data, but rather sketches over
the issues of remote satellite mainte-
nance and how to extract defunct or

skies, hampering fic observa-
tions. Mass launches into crowded
orbits risk creating space debris that
could threaten vital services such as
weather and climate monitoring.

But we should also stop for a
moment to consider this: a technol-
ogy, namely Al, being pushed by a
handful of companies is creating an
energy demand that, by the industry’s
own estimates, cannot be met within
planetary boundaries. For many, that
is the very definition of unsustainable.
The scheme also exposes the lack of
effective governance when it comes to
space, a commons that has become
the (almost) rule-free playground of
tech titans such as Jeff Bezos and Elon
Muskbut in real life belongs tous all.

Accordingto the preprint published
by Google researchers last month, the
satellites would travel in a Sun-syn-
chronous orbit around 650km above
the Earth. That tracking of the Sun
means near-constant solar power for
the Al payload but also thrusts the sat-

Microsoft can offer one reality
check on putting data centres in
remote locations: it sank an underwa-
ter data centre off the coast of Scotland
in 2018 but that effort, called Project
Natick, has reportedly ended and the
company is quoted as having no fur-
ther subsea ambitions. Achieving the
same in space would be many times
harder: even as launches get cheaper,
the unit costs of power in space and on
land seem roughly ble. When
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The EU’s trailblazing investment funds regime

The authors of “Europe needs a
Schengen for its securities sector”
(Letters, December 15) are right. But
they ignore one of the most successful
financial sector directives, the directive
on Ucits or Undertakings for Collective
Investment in Transferable Securities.
Originally adopted in 1985 and revised
in 2009, it sets rules for investment
funds (Ucits) that allow them to be sold
freely across the EU and EEA usinga

Since 1985, the value of collective
investment funds in Europe has grown
from small beginnings in a series of
fragmented national markets to €25tn
in 2025, equivalent in size to the US
mutual fund market. So successful has
it been that its basic principles have
been replicated in similar legislation in
countries across the world.

Twas fortunate enough to have been

single authori:

the UK representative on the European
trade iation of i funds

creating a “passport” for these funds to
operate cross-border, easily and
efficiently.

then called FEFSI (now Efama) at the
time the directive was being drafted,
and saw that integration had to be

driven by industry participants not by
politicians. Not only did the association
provide advice to the European
Commission in drafting, but made it
clear that the European industry not
only supported the idea of a borderless
market but actually wanted it to
happen. It was therefore in the words
of the authors of the letter a “coalition
of the willing”. Without following this
model, integration of capital markets
will not happen.

Mark St Giles

Cadogan Financial,

Somerton, Somerset, UK

Steps the UK must take to

improve its energy system

Your analysis of the UK Budget’s
energy price cut (“The UK energy price
reduction will not stop bills from
rising”, Lex, December 2) highlights a
deeper problem driving Britain’s high
electricity prices: policymakers remain
focused on how to distribute the costs
of the energy transition, rather than
ensuring that all households can
benefit from it.

Millions of UK homes are now
equipped with heat pumps, electric
vehicle chargers, batteries and other
devices capable of reducing peak
demand, storing excess renewable
generation and lowering system costs.
Yet the energy market still treats
households as passive consumers,
meaning the advantages of these
technologies accrue only to those who
can afford them upfront, while their
broader system value goes untapped.

Unless this changes, the UK risks
creating a two-tier energy system in
which wealthier households reap the
benefits of electrified technologies,
while everyone else subsidises a
transition they are unable to fully
participate in.

The government must prioritise the
co-ordination and integration of energy
devices in homes and businesses if it
wants to unlock a distributed energy
system that makes better use of
renewable power.

Real progress lies not just in shifting
costs, but in enabling households to act
as active contributors to a smarter,
more efficient energy system.

Chris Bernkopf
Chief Executive and Co-founder, Podero,
London EC3, UK

Brussels is creating a green
spaghetti bowl of regulation

We agree with many of the points
included in your article on the
baclkfiring of the “Brussels effect”
across a spectrum of rules and new
regulations, and its inability to
influence trading partners (Report,
December 15). However, we would like
to emphasise how this reflects
regulatory over-reach, combined with
value-chain ignorance, as well as
increased industrial protectionism.
The postponement of the EU’s
deforestation regulation (EUDR), and
keholders’ lack of dness to

approached for comment, Google
referred to the preprint and an associ-
ated blog summarising its position.

One might be tempted, fairly or not,
to interpret the ambitious corporate
effort to yoke infinite solar power to
the seemingly infinite demand for
compute, as a signal to investors that
Alis infinitely scalable. It is also quite
the metaphor for an industry that is
flying ever closer to the Sun.

The writeris

comply, demonstrates a ;r:ro[ound
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“BEHIND EVERY DooR THERES
A NEW EPSTEIVN PHoTo"

Singapore’s disciplined
balance-sheet management
‘Thank you for your excellent Big Read
on Singapore which asked the question:
are the city state’s investment giants
being left behind (December 5)2

The need for fiscal space is rising
globally, driven by ageing populations,
climate pressures and geopolitical
uncertainty. But Singapore shows what
disciplined balance-sheet
can deliver. Despite lacking natural
resources and carrying a gross
debt-to-GDP ratio higher than that of
many advanced economies, such as
France and Italy, it remains one of
the few sovereigns with a triple A
rating. Markets and rating agencies
understand why: Singapore’s liabilities
are backed by substantial,
t ly valued public assets,

nighimpossible to differentiate coffee
grown from less than, or more than,
0.5ha, with significant investments
that systems cannot, and should

not, absorb.

It is right to emphasise the role of
international business and the EU’s
ability to “hold sway”. A more positive
picture is painted in your article
regarding the influence of the EU’s
carbon border adjustment mechanism
(CBAM) on third-party country carbon
pricing schemes (even though the ways
and means through which carbon
prices paid in third-party countries will
be deducted remain to be seen).
However, the EU’s global climate
leadership now sits uneasily alongside
growing industrial protection in
strategic sectors — reducing the “sway”
of CBAM and incentives for global
decarbonisation.

Steel is a case in point: the
culmination of a set of proposed
measures in the “steel and metal action
plan” launched this year (eg the
proposed permanent steel safeguard,
ongoing development of a lead market
and low-carbon steel standards, eco-
design and performance requirements)
all risk a new green spaghetti bowl of
overlapping rules and incredible
compliance challenges.

The impact looks set to be an EU
market semi-closed to steel imports
from certain countries, reducing
incentives for third-country producers
under CBAM to invest in cleaner
production.

Moreover, the envisioned additional
export restrictions on scrap steel —a
1

the of

global agricultural production systems
and value chain organisation. For
example, most coffee production in
Ethiopia — the birthplace of coffee — is
grown on farms of less than 0.5
hectares, outside the “forest” definition
and therefore not subject to the full
EUDR requirements.

However, because the auction system
aggregates all coffee for purchase,

li will still be required: it is

hanging fruit to ise steel
— could stall decarbonisation efforts

managed at arm’s length by institutions
with long records of strong
performance,

This approach has been central to
the country’s rapid transition from
“developing” to “developed” within
a generation. Its strong net worth
position is no accident, but the product
of rigorous valuation, robust
governance, and an insistence on
managing the whole of the public
balance sheet — not just the flow of
annual budgets.

1f governments are serious about
restoring fiscal resilience and
supporting long-term prosperity, they
must treat public-sector net worth as
a strategic asset. Better balance-sheet
management is not a technical nicety;
it is one of the most powerful and
underused tools available to revitalise
an economy.

Dag Detter
Stockholm, Sweden

Ministers misdiagnose rise
in Neets as a laziness issue

Your report on Labour’s welfare plans
(“Young people who refuse job offer at
risk of losing benefits”, Report,
December 8) rests on the assumption

It doesn't feel like business

rates are at a 34-year low
Ashley Armstrong and Jim Pickard
correctly note that chancellor of the
exchequer Rachel Reeves recently
claimed that business tax rates were at
their lowest level since 1991 (“Business
rates increase comes as a bitter blow
for struggling pub sector”, Report,
December 16).

They also report that the
government is “protecting” businesses
via transitional relief to cap annual
increases.

This raises a glaring question: if taxes
are truly at a 34-year low, why is a cap
on annual increases even necessary?

To put these claims into perspective:
our business faces a 62 per cent
increase in business rates in 2026,
compared with 2025.

While transitional relief may spread
this blow over three years, the end
result remains the same.

For those of us on the ground, the
claim of “lowest rates since 191" feels
entirely disconnected from the reality
of our balance sheets.

Christian Oddono
‘Managing Director, Oddono’s Gelati
Italiani, London SW19, UK

My philosophy tutor had
little time for superstition

Jemima Kelly certainly makes some
valid points in her piece on Elon
Musk’s attempt to create an alternative
to Wikipedia, but I do not agree with
the chain of reasoning for all that she
says (“Musk’s Grokipedia is a major
own goal”, Opinion, November 3).

She asks whether Musk is right to
assert that Wikipedia has a liberal
or left-leaning bias and uses the
“Covid-19 lab leak theory” entry as
an example.

Apparently, she considers it
significant that “two-thirds of
Americans in a 2023 study by YouGov
and The Economist said they believed
the virus originated in a Chinese
laboratory and not, as originally
thought, a wet market”.

To be frank, I have no idea how
Covid-19 originated, but I.do know that
following the views of two-thirds of the
public will not help me get any nearer
the truth.

People believe many things, some of
which are valid and some of which are
not. In this particular instance, it would
be important to follow the facts and
not be swayed by mere opinions.

As my old philosophy tutor
sarcastically put it when dismissing the
popularity of superstition: “A million
flies eat shit. it must be good!”

Luke Powell
Charing, Kent, UK

Full metal dust jacket

1enjoyed your columnist Janan

that young people simply need a push Ganesh’s analysis refuting Samuel
back into work. But treating therisein | Huntington’s thesis of the clash of
those not in i p or | civilisations (“The clash within
training (Neets) as a laziness problem civilisations”, Opinion, December 11).
will only create churn. It reminded me of Tariq Ali’s The

Soaring housing costs that make
starter wages almost meaningless,
areal decline in entry-level
opportunities and fading confidence in
work as a social elevator for what is
meant to be the most educated

further by trading partners. It is hard
to justify these measures, by any
standard of sustainability or
enlightened regulation.

Jodie Keane

Principal Research Fellow, ODI Global,
London SW1, UK

Colette van der Van

Director, Tulip Consulting,

Geneva Switzerl

in UK history explain far
more about disengagement than any
lack of effort. Forcing Gen-Z Neets into
25-hour subsidised roles will not
motivate employers or governments to
address the root causes.

A policy built on the wrong diagnosis
risks pushing more young people away
from work rather than into it.

Samuel Ducrey
UCL Economics Student, London NW1, UK

Clash of Fundamentalisms, which played
on the title of Huntington's book and
which he wrote after 9/11.

The book’s dust jacket had a clean
shaven Osama bin Laden dressed ina
suit behind the US president’s lectern
and George W Bush with a beard and a
turban in Taliban garb.

‘What Ganesh fails to consider is that
wars within “civilisations” and between
civilisations have always been about
power, land and resources often
dressed up as ideological conflict.
Izhar Khan
Consultant Nephrologist and Honorary
Senior Lecturer (NHS Grampian),
University of Aberdeen, Scotland, UK
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Emmanuel
Macron

hina’s trade surplus with the

rest of the world now stands

at a whopping $1tn. Its sur-

plus with the EU has almost

doubled to €300bn in 10
years. The combination of US tariffsand
subdued domestic consumption means
Chinese exports are now flooding into
Europe. This is not sustainable — either
for Europe or China.

However, placing tariffs and quotas
on Chinese imports would be an unco-
operative answer. We must acknowl-
edge that these imbalances are both the
result of weak EU productivity and
China’s policy of export-driven growth.

Continuing in this direction runs the

We urgently need to rebalance EU-China relations

risk of a dire trade dispute but both
China and the EU have the means to
reverse the imbalances. Strengthening
the single market and unleashing Euro-

their global peers. We should not be
ashamed of a “European preference” as
long as it means supporting strategic
prcducuon — in automotive, energy,
and tech — within our own

P 53 P
growth on the continent. Levelling the
playing field for investment across the
two regions would raise the share of
domesticdemand asa source of growth.

Onthe EUside, the first thing we must
dois deliver on a new economic agenda
based on competitiveness, innovation
and protection.

To increase competitiveness, Europe
needs to complete its internal market in
the energy, health and digital sectors, as
well as investing massively in innova-
tion, disruptive research and technolo-
gies in industries with high growth
potential. De-risking in all critical mate-
rial, physical and digital technologies
should be part of that agenda, too.

We also need to make it easier for

i ! d with

Rather than run the risk
of adire trade dispute, both
parties have the means to
level the playing field

borders. Protection agamst un[au’ com-

Second, in order to finance the invest-
ment we need, Europe must leverage its
pool of around €30tn in savings. Each
year €300bn is invested abroad. It is
time we Europeans took the risk of
investing in our own companies.

Regulation simplification, securitisa-
tion and unified supervision will free
much needed capital. Implementing the
Savings and Investments Union will
ensure European savings circulate

promoting domestic consumption and
the development of a service economy,
are essential for itslong-term growth.
Fourth, rebalancing foreign direct
investment flows is essential. China has

relations co-operatively — engaging
China, the US and EU in a genuine part-
nership — or Europe will have no choice
but to adopt more protectionist meas-
ures. I much prefer co-operation, but
will

long benefited from FDIand
co-operation, including on technology.
The EU has invested close to €240bn in
China while China has invested less than
€65bn in the EU. Today, it leads in
energy transition and clean mobnllty

freely to finance i dgrowth.

while E

Europe should also seek inforce th
international role of the euro through
the development of euro stablecoins

petitionisthe

‘We must not be naive: a credible pro-
tection strategy requires that we have
the means to defend ourselves against
those who break the rules. That is why
we have a range of trade protection
tools, mcludmg tariffs and anti-coercion

and thei d ofadigital euro, as
well as the creation of safe and liquid
assets to finance defence and technolo-
gies. Finally, European competitiveness
should not be a casualty of dollar and

renminbi depreciation.
Third, Chinamust address its internal
bal A more ble fiscal

1d hes anydo =
“bont il

policy, aimed at reducing savings and

lead in many servi
framework for our two reglons is
a co-operative one. The EU must stay
open for China to invest in the sectors
where it is a leader, provided the
Chinese help generate employment and
innovation and share technology. At
the same time, Europe’s service indus-
try must continue to invest and develop

for using the latter if need be.
Tam, however, convinced that by gen-
uinely taking into account each other’s
needs and interests, we can establish an
international macroeconomic agenda
thatwill benefitusall. Thatis why stren-
gthening EU competitiveness, innovat-
ionand protection is so urgent. This also
implies defending EU regulatory sover-
eignty, including with regard to the US.
Resolving global imbalances will be at
the heart of the G7 French presidency
agenda next year. Major and emerging
economics alike will be invited to join
forces. For this rebalancing to succeed
for all, we need immediate and co-ordi-

inthe Chinese market. nated action.
During my last trip to Chma. Imadei it
clear that either we ret The writer is d

president of France

Trumps
war on
Europe

Martin Wolf Fconomics

US foreign policy now aims to
help rightwing nationalists
into power across the continent

e shall pay any price,

bear any burden, meet

any hardship, support

any friend, oppose any

foe to assure the sur-

vival and success of liberty.” Thus, in his
inaugural address of January 20 1961,
did President John F Kennedy declare
the aims of his administration. It was
the height of the cold war. For the inhab-
itants of a divided Europe, the speech
was electrifying. In retrospect, this
vauntingambition led to the over-reach
uf the Vietnam war. But it was also an
dication of an blingidea — that of

that they alone are now seen as the only
ideological enemies of the US. In the rest
of the document, interests are seen as
merely material rather than ideological.
Threats to democracy and freedom now
come only from their opponents within
the USandits closest allies.

Thus, it asserts, that the powers of the
US government must never be
“abused . . . under the guise of . . . ‘pro-
tecting our democracy’”. Just below
(and not by accident) it asserts: “We will
oppose elite-driven, anti-democratic
restrictions on core liberties in Europe,

a superpower with a moral purpose.
Despite all the failures, people contin-
ued to believe in its purpose: in contrast
to the Nazis and ists, the US

the Anglosph and the rest of the
d icworld, especialk
allies”. Furthermore, “American diplo-
macy should continue to stand up for

believed in freedom and democracy.

For no people has this commitment
been more significant than Europeans.
Ultimately, it led to the collapse of the
Soviel empire, the liberation of central
and eastern Europe and a new era of
unification, peace and prosperity. As so
often in history, hopes have been disap-
pointed. They have been disappointed
in the rise of xenophobic and anti-dem-
ocratic forces inside Europe, by the
resurgence of an authoritarian, revan-
chist and bellicose Russia, and by the
seething hostility to the core ideas of
contemporary Europe from the second
administration of Donald Trump.

The new National Security Strategy of
the United States of America has many
strange features. But the strangest, and
for Europeans the most disturbing, is

d racy, freedom of expres-
sion, and unapologetic celebrations of
European nations’ individual character
and history. America encourages its
political allies in Europe to promote this
revival of spirit, and the growing influ-
ence of patriotic European parties
indeed gives cause for great optimism.”

The significance is clear: the chief US
aim for Europe is to help put rightwing
“patriots” into power across the conti-

Europe must find more resources for Ukraine
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The document declares the desire to
protect Europe from the “stark prospect
of civilizational erasure” by the institu-
tions of the EU, mass migration, censor-
ship of “free speech” and suppression of
political opposition. The import is made
clear: “Our goal should be to help
Europe correct its current trajectory.”
How does the US intend to “correct”
that trajectory? Evidently, by helping
today’s right-wing authoritarians, neo-
e S

nent. , it insists, to
resist such parties are anti-democratic.
Yet it is worth remembering that, unlike
the US (until now), Europeans have pain-
ful memories of the consequences of
granting right-wing extremists the right
to seek power democratically. They still
recall how Hitler came to power.

Alas, this alliance between the US and
Europe’s far right is quite deliberate.

E; e
Much of the rest of this document

Europeans are seen as the
only ideological enemies
in the country’s new
national security strategy

strikes me as vacuous or ridiculous. I
can see, for example, no coherent strat-
egy for dealing with China. It also con-
tains a firm belief that countries will
continue to trust the US no matter how

Yet it is for Europeans, above all, that
this new strategy is most significant. It
shows that they are on their own in
defending Ukraine. Worse, it shows that.
the US wishes to break the EU as an

unfairly, irrati and

itbehaves, notably over tariffsand other
means of exacting concessions. It sug-
gests that the US can force South Amer-
ica into a state of subjection, despite the
rising infl; f China. Itis inced
that US technological will

dputp into the hand:

of Trump’s and Putin’s lickspittles. It
will be hugely difficult for the Europe-
ans — suffering from learned helpless-
ness, fragmented, and scarred by the
memories of the two world wars — to
rouse th Ives. But there is no alter-

survive the country’s war on scienceand
racist hostility to immigrants. But one
statement is indeed important, namely
that “We reject the disastrous ‘climate
change’ and ‘Net Zero' ideologies that
have so greatly harmed Europe,
threaten the United States, and subsi-
dise our adversaries.” This, then, is a
way to hand the future to China,

native, other than a collapse. Much of
this applies, too, to the UK, which
decided to embark on Brexit at what
turned out to beadisastrous time.
Sowhat s to be done? The immediate
aim must be to support Ukraine, with
whatever means necessary and in what-
ever way feasible, into a just and stable
peace. Europe must also create an effec-

Source: Kiel Institute for the World Ecanamy: Ukraine Support Tracker

tive counter to Russian threats. An
excellent proposal from Philipp Hilde-
brand, Héléne Rey and Moritz Schular-
ick for “European defence governance
and financing” is much to the point.
When 1 re-read Kennedy’s words, I
imagined a spoof Trump version: “We
shall exact any sum, impose any bur-
den, inflict any hardship, oppose any
friend and befriend any foe to assure the
wealth and power of me, my family and
friends.” Yet even if Trump were as self-
interested and transactional as this,
Maga is not. Noah Smith argues that the
“American right values Europe because
they think of it as a White Christian
homeland.” If today’s liberal Europe is
to endure, these reactionary fantasies
must be confronted and defeated.

martin.wolf@ft.com

AMERICA

n the grounds of never

interrupting your enemy

while he is making a mis-

take, Xi Jinping is 2025’s

winner. The year’s hinge

moment was Donald Trump’s cave-in

to Xi in South Korea in late October.

Trump’s trade war climbdown marked

a new epoch. After mulling decoupling

for years, talk of US-China divorce was

suspended. Even so-called de-risking is

now in question. Trump awarded their

meeting a 12 out of 10. China took 10 of
those points.

Xi has profited simply by waiting for

Beijing’s escalation dominance over Washington

strategic gifts to come his way. Rarely
has the inverted motto, “don’t just do
something, stand there,” been more apt.
Last week, Trump added to Xi’s windfall
by approving Nvidia's sale of H200
chips, albeit with a 25 per cent export
tariff. The logic is that Nvidia is an
American champion and should domi-
nate all markets. The reality is that
Trump just handed China his biggest
freebie so far. Advanced semiconduc-
tors are the one key area where China is
still lagging behind the US. Trump is
helpingtoclose that gap.

His strategic purpose is hazy. With
one hand, Trump is removing domestic
guardrails to Al's growth with the aim of
beating China to the superintelli

Nvidia, meanwhile, has promised to pay
15 per cent of its new China revenues to
the US government. How that tollis cal-
culated and collected remains hazy.

Itis futile either way to seek geopoliti-
cal logic behind Trump’s China policy.
The recent national security strategy

The US president’s actions
have revealed the potency
of the Chinese stranglehold
on precious commodities

abandoned re[erence to Chma and Rus-

finishing line. With his other, however,
Trump is furnishing China with the
tools to keep up. The only consistent
explanation for both is money. The Al
boom is lining Trump’s coffers. Almost
all the broligarchs are on his side.

sia as peer
addeda Trumpcorollary to the Mon-
roe Doctrine, which does have implica-
tions for China. Trump has declared the
western hemisphere off-limits to out-
side powers. Among China’s many
regional friends is Venezuela. Keeping

China away from Venezuela's massive
oil reserves at least partly explains
Trump’s military build-up in its
backyard.

The rest of Trump’s NSS seems
designed to accelerate China’s grip over
the rest of the world. America’s best
chance of containing and shaping
China’s rise is to make common
cause with Europe. Instead, Trump i is
targeting regime change Citing “civili
sational erasure”, America’s explicit
goal is to get Trump-like parties into
power in Europe. This converts the US
into an ideological competitor of
Europe's mostly liberal democratic gov-
ernments. Trump is handing China and
Russia the tools to accelerate the west’s
disintegration.

He is also unilaterally disarming on
the global energy race. The value of
China’s cleantech exports in the first
seven months of 2025 were double that
of America’s fossil fuel exports. In his

“big beautiful bill”, Trump phased out
most US tax breaks and subsidies for
alternative energy. China will thus d

concessions were to clamp down on
China’s fentanyl-related exports and
i fUS soyab

inate the new frontiers of energy and
supply those public goods to the global
south. By doubling down on fossil fuels,
Trump is ceding the world's energy
futureto China.

Will 2026 be another year of the
dragon? Trump's prize is his summit
with Xi next April. Between now and
then, he wants nothing to upset the new
warmth in US-China relations. It is hard
to overstate the switch from when he
began, which is a simple tale. Trump
unleashed his bazooka in April by slap-
ping 145 per cent tariffs on China. Xi
then brought out his own bazooka —
export controls on rare earths. This
would have brought much of US civilian
and military production to a halt.
Trump climbed down in October. Xi’s
bazooka was revealed to be bigger, at
least for the next few years. Xi's modest

Measured by net outcome, 2025 has
thusoffered a harsh tutorial. The US can
sell China soyabeans again while the lat-
ter assures access to rare earths. Asan
additional bonus, China gets access to
advanced Al processors, though not to
the most cutting edge. America’s non-
China trading partners, meanwhile,
have stopped looking for method in this
madness since there is none. In this
time of great power competition,
Trump’s odyssey has been eye-opening.
He has revealed the potency of China’s
stranglehold on the world’s most
precious commodities, And he has told
everyone else that they are on their
own. “America first” works as an
election slogan. In the real world, China
is pullingahead.
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