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‘Elon Musk and the trillion dollar
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and Ankur Singh
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Political and legal institutions play a
central role in setting the environment
that can nurture prosperity and
economic growth. — Angus Deaton

smemdaneXeRESs - Opr parched cities need to make every
RAMNATH GOENKA drop count l'ecycle water

Makeit clear: Indian sailors
are not collateral damage

HEKILLING of threeIndian sailorsina USstrikeonthe
oil tanker MT Settebello in the Gulf of Oman is a tragic
incident that adds a further complication to a bilateral
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textile manufacturing, lake rejuvenation,
and whereverthereisnodirect contact with
humans. As per an analysis by the Council
onEnergy, Environmentand | Water (CEEW),
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help ease water stress. For instance, Thaue

city can bridgeits existing water deficit of 53

million litres per day through scalingup the

relauonshxp gomgthrough anuneasy phase. Indiahas, T IS common betv reuse ater. Fouri
rightly, voicedi ingthe US chargé i in Madhya unlock
daffairesin New Dx thisand ot Pradesh, Ahmedabad in First, the policy on waler reuse must be
have endangered the lives of Indian mariners. External Affairs Gujarat,and BarmerinRa-
MinisterS Jai said that, inacall with ( of State [as‘than7’l'hesecmshave About 14 Indlan states now have water
MarcoRubio, he had “reiterated India’s strong protest”. That the reported daytime reuse polici UPand Odisha
US State Department’s account of rhe call fails to mention the nonh of 40 °C in the first week of May. The tatestc water
deaths, and clai: ‘all immedi- aterscarcity,  risksand notif

ately comply with orders from US forces”, flies in the face of in-
ternational conventions and betrays a callous lack of acknowl-
edgement ofthe lnCldEn[ 's gravity. President Donald Trump s
Tran for
dlan" ships, which Tehran has denied — is hardly helpful.
‘This, together with the Trump Administration’s bid toimpose
highertariffson. IndJavna USTradeRepmemanve investigations,

by Rubiodur-
ing his recent visit and the efforts of Ambassador Sergio Gor —
toset theti course. Theepi
abilityof f number: 308lakh, about

12 per cent of the global pool — in’ lhe ‘West Asia conflict.. Artacks
onneutral merchant shippingi -

driven by high evaporation rates and in-
creased demand for domestic water. For

p
astep in the right direction, clry specnﬁc
reuse plans are needed wl-uch would have

‘many small cities and towns, pr
water supply has become a norm durmg
summer. Bigger cities such as Delhi are
sourcing water from far-off places, often
leading to higher costs and dependence on
upper npanan regions.

clear ng water defi-

citsand water quality issues, reuse avenues,

reuse waterquah(y requirements, revenue
options, and i

mechanisms. Each city has aunique reuse

requirement. For instance, in Delhi, Vara-

| per capita water
mlncha isabout 1,500 m3, which is likely to
fallbelow1.200 m3 by 2050, edging uscloser
to the water scarcity threshuld 0f 1,000 m3.

pectof mtemanonal law, and Lhe era of open registries, flags of

Tt with
the water scarclty during scorchmg
ha onlywozseued the for

inPalau, runbya Dubai-based
operator and crewed by Ind.lans, as inthe present case. The US
i the

more proactive water action. The larger
question is what can cities do differently?
One intervention with immense (and

veselvmlated ltsblrx‘_kade of Iranian portsand the crew |gnored thus far unrealised) potential is int
undert] the reuse of treated used water (domestic
hip 108 E, h: h; sewage), ially for

warnings,
law. Thy
‘With lakhs of its citizens potentially in danger, India has
critical stakes in ensuring that such attacks do not recur, that
i fons, and that islifted.
The US must ensure that civilian seafarers do not continue to
become collateral damage. Both Trump and the Iranians have
signalled that a peace deal may be in the offing. If it happens,
the openingofthe Straitof Hormuz will be areliefto the whole
world, especially to those risking their lives on the high seas.
Meanwhile, New Delhi, even as it rolled out the red carpet for
Secretary Rubio last month, should keep reminding him of its
red lines as well, especially when it comes to the life — and
death — of Indian citizens.

Urea price crash opens
window for reforms

N MID-February, 10 days before the United States-Israel
ik Iran, the d Rashtriya Chemi

Fertilisers contracted about 1.3 million tonnes (mt) of urea
imports at a landed price of $508-512 per tonne. Two
‘months later, that price nearly doubled to $935-959 per tonne
for a2.5-mtimport tender of Indian Potash Ltd. However, Na-
tional Fertilisers Ltd’s latest tender for import of L7 mt, which
opened on June 8, saw bids as low as $444.9-449.3 per tonne.
The price crash — tobelow pre-War levels — comes amid a par-
tial lifting of aq:orl resmcuons by Chma and fading fears of
Contrastthis with
the situation till ear]y this month, when the Centre’s fertiliser
subsidy bill for 2026-27 was projected to touch Rs 3,40,000

crore, as against the budgeted Rs 1,70,799 crore.
It's not clear if the above price drop is a one-off affair, trig-
gered by hopes ofa US-Iran deal to reopen the Strait of Hormuz,
through which roughly a third of the globally Lmded fertiliser

priortothe conflict. Tt ‘global

supplycl ined with EINifio

iti inth fal Pacific Oceanand the
‘USNational O 1 Atmospheric. predict-

ing it to become a “very strong” event by October. El Nifio, to
theextent it moderates fertiliser demand in key agricultural re-
glonsoftheworld will add to the weakening of price pressures
ly-side relief. That forIndia, not theleast be-
hofits fertiliser requi —whetherin finished
form or as raw materials and intermediate chemicals —is im-
ported. In 2025-26, the country imported $27.2 billion worth of
fertilisers and inputs. Tt fiscal could see that surpas
the record $33.4 billion of 2022-23, post Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine. The exchequer outgo on subsidy is over and above.
‘The Narendra Modi government should view the cooling of
global fem.llser pricesasa [emporary repneve It provldes the

pacefor
idy archi This has for long argued in favour
of shlmng from mar‘ it idies—
beu for waterand icity) or
i support prices di from demand and
supply) —to direct farm grow

what the market wants. And they must do so efficiently, which
means paying the scamty value of water, energy and imported
inputs. Thegoal of ion, un-
like ad hoc interventions that only kick the can down the road.
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such as irrigating horticultural crops, land-

nasi, and the priority for water
reuse is in agriculture in peri-urban areas,
whereas in Chennai, it is for rejuvenating
water bodies and lakes, and in

of human resources to operatea plant, an
energy deficit for running the plants, and
ientallocations for mai

Foun_h create a national circular water
mission to shift water management froma
linear d-di toare-

treatment plants. Reuseislow and accounts
for only a small proportion of total treated
volumes. Along with public investments,
private investments are needed to
strengthenused water treatment and reuse
infrastructure. Different models of blended
finance are possible: The hybnd annuity
model, adopted by Mr sion for

slorauve model thal maximises its reuse.

will require technological, institutional,
ﬁnandaL and behavioural reforms. Techno-
logical refor target building more

plant

reforms are needed to enable urban local

upspecial

CleanGanga,

them

andthe;

tomanag

= | % "
Third, there is a need to improve the
mncnonalny of sewage treatment plants.

Financial instru-

reusing treated used water and reclassify

Manyplantsin |nt'Pl'th class. Whilethe intro-
effluent di: di f market-based pricing
the(:enualPollunonControlBoard Beyond for i targeted
poorplant mai waterisoften  subsidies must be to protect
mixed with industrial effluents from non-  those at the base of the economic pyramxd
conformi itsi i im-  Lastly,buti areth

pairing plant operations. Most of the water
treatment plants operate on biological pro-
cesses that rely on microorganisms. The
heavy metals and toxins in industrial ef-
fluents kill the bacteria or make them dor-
mant. Although India does have azero-
liquid di ZLD) policy for i

many small-scale units flout norms and re-
leaseuntreated effluentintodrains carrying

waterever
ness. By shifting public perception, treated
used waterand its reuse can be made an es-
sential component of life in a city. The re-
cently publishedstudy, ‘Water, Nature, Prog-
ress,” and the Economic Survey of India
2025-26 have laid down the roadmap for a
circular water mission in India.

Indja’s joumey to Viksit Bharat by 2047

domestic Asadopted

boldlyit

s:l\ence Aamﬂarwaxereoonomymnbeﬂm

Thang for cgneructlon, orforin- Institutional reforms are Py c:ues in the Ganga river bas_m,
dustrial use in Surat. Aed I local 1S

Second, enableprivatefinanc- ~ Néeded toenable urban. O novations in technology and AT to
ingfor reuse projects. Urban areas bodies to set up special- ‘monitor violations and improve
havcle( izss than 50 per cent of net- purpose instruments to f;mpljanm of éhe_: plants. Fun.lzr.
worked sewage treatment capac- : ey can provide incentives to the
ity,andlessth: wasac- reuse projectsand industries that follow the rules on

tually treated in 2021. There are
many reasons for this, including
the absence of infrastructure to

opportunity

convert them into a business

proper implementation of ZLD.
Cmes in Gu;aral[hat offerfinancial
1 ies for setting

canreduce stress,
improve water quality, and secure water for
all. India has the political leadership, will,
and proof of concept. What it needs now is
scale, atspeed, ithurgency.

Iyeris India’s executive director at the World
Bank, Ghosh is founder-CEQ CEEW, and Bassiis
fellow at CEEW. Views are personal

Focus on knowledge, not on
whose system it is

OYOU have a niggling suspi-
cion of “Western” medicine?

it. This depends on, and props up, the
hackneyed notion that there are such

From tariffsto tankers,
ties with US face tough tests

HE SECOND Donald Trump administration will
likely markadecisive turn for most countries, There
are peculiar strands that distinguish India from

s It'sunderstandable. Asmany  things as discrete, insular “civilisations”.
Indianswill tellyou,suchfor-  In this telling, “Western Civilisation” others in how New Delhi's relationship with the US
eign concoctions are drastic ~ traces an unbroken arc from Ancient has changed. Existing frameworks may be proving
measures. For routme aumean indigen-  Greece and Rome to present-day Europe indeed i il i
R r‘ tfrom andAmerica.Itchoosesto forget that this d ivesofthe
OHAN whetherthi i isastory dtelling them- VIVEK tariff, i
MaNoJ 1[ does somethmgelse It dethrones “West-  selves a few centunes ago, replacmg the MISHRA ot Russian oil, the past few weeks alone have vnmessed severa]
privilege  older for
= as doctors often emphasise, there’sno ~ forgets the mulnfanous mﬂuences (ha( India has become a target of a new line of tariff of 12.5 per cent
such thing as “Western” medicine, only ~ went into the formation of both the whichthe Us ’ImdeRepreseulauve has proposed. Thisactsasa
modern medicine —and castsitintoa  “West” and of modern science. For in- amid iation:
swamp of relativism. It calls into question  stance, consider Hortus Malabaricus, the The US government has also issued an export-control direc-
the primacy of modern science, the foun-  17th-century botanical treatise compiled tive tosuspend all access to Pable Sand Myﬂws 5 by any forexgn
dationon which modern medicineisbuilt. by the governor of Dutch Malabar, draw- national, whetherinsideor
This makes itan epistemic matter —relat-  ing to a great extent on the Ayurvedic to |mpact India perhaps more Lhan any olher nation, gnven one
ing to knowledge itself. knowledge of Itty Achudan, a physician
Asadebateon Indian Knowledge Sys-  from Kerala. In the 18th century, Carl Lin- mterdependence between thetwo nauons
tems unfolds in these pages, it’s impor-  naeus, who laid the foundations of mod- &whm
tantto emphaslse that mxs isalsoabidto ern plant and animal taxonomy, used USstrik il tanker.
build an Ifitwere  Hortu. icus as his main reference India summoned the US Charge-d'Affaires to launch a protest
simply about understandingtheintellec- ~ for South Asian flora, basing his Latin but the incident itself s likely to nng much louder than just a
tual traditions of the past as part of the  nameson the existing Malayalam ones. Is poli 61 Thel
study of history, it would be called Indian  this Western knowledge? ofanaval blockad: Iran.On rrim legality, ablockadei
Intellectual History. If it were simply Pre-modern Indian scholars worked recognised method of warfare under customary international
about documenting living oral and folk ~ within a living tradition, engaging with law, mcludmg the law of naval warfare. However Lhe attack has
traditions, that would be an entirely dif- each other across time and space and ex- over trust and STIah:bu. that the
ferent field. Drawing on traditional prac- ~ panding the base of knowledge with each thet
tices to create sustainable architectureis ~ generation; often, they sneaked in original Inmost cases, the crew, fl d i ftransit-
Would a third, separate area. All these are laud- ~ contributi i ing ships s publicly avallab]e It is hard to believe that the US
o ableand uncontroversial aims, and there-  taries. If Patanjali’s Mahabhashya was a ‘would nm h of annrhpr
exploring,say,  earch ought to be strongly supported. commentary on Panini and Katyayana, *snationalsin
pre-modern  TheBrahmanical natureof manySanskrit ~ Bhartrhari’s Mahabhashyatika was a it was going to attack. Could India have been intimated timely —
Indian texts is no reason not to study them; commentaryon Patanjali,and soon. That a natural expectation under existing strategic frameworks — if
scienceor rather, anti-caste scholars should study ~ world has vanished. Reconstructing it, or the US Navy and the CENTCOM indeed felt that lack of action
. the Dharmashastras precisely because  rather, constructing something new, ‘would have violated the blockade? For sure, a lawful blockade
mathematics  they provided the jurisprudential scaf-  building an edifice on pre-modern foun- which requiresinterception, visit, search, and capture or seizure,
Lhrough folding of caste. dations to address modern problems, ‘would have provided the US Navy with ample time toavert adi-
anyThing However, bringing these and other ~ would be an inauthentic and ultimately rectsmke Then. Lhere isthe quesnon of pmpomonahty inthe
otherthana fieldstogether, under the rubricof “knowl-  quixotic enterprise. Trump
- ", edge systems”, makes them part of the Lst 's turn to our neighbour and fellow e - hoard diaal i} whose
historicallens  fashionable “civilisational” agenda, which i tate”. What oft up M d under
serve any seeks to recover an authentic Indian para- of China is its actions, TheTr
purpose? digm of knowledge. Tl?e question is, to progress inall scholarly fields, be it STEM, tethered to interests, may be mdemnpmg the promise of’ st':ateg(c 'frar_ne—
Would this what end? Wouk_i exploring, say, pre-mt?d- the social suences, or t}}e l;u:_namues Isit i 3o’ yv0{ks.me§jJa1 mtema]_ly. itraises polmcalquesuqns fO{msnfy»
ern Indian science or mathematics all thanks to working within its own para- . d
advancethe  through anything other than a historical ~ digm ofknowledge? Well, one hasheard of interests, may theTr nothing
global lens serve any purpose? Would this ad- i ith Chi; isti beundermining  right i ip. If
understanding science  Butone does not often hear of chemistry the promise \nsxt to Delm 1ast ‘month wasan exercise in papering over dlﬁer»
Fsci or mathematics? with Chinese characteristics. £ . di very well wij
ol Sumce'or Such a project implicitly relativises of strategic
mathematics?  modern science, handing it over tothe  The writer is senior assistant editor, The lnd:an frameworks The writer it /, ORF America,
“West” and forfeiting any Indian claim to Express. rohan. om Strategic Studies Progmmme. DRF
40YEARS AGO 39 Tamilmilitantskilled cleanthe much-polluted lly  andthe Punjaband Har
Pril ini ndhiin arekeenthat deadli or
June15,1986 THIRTY-NINE Varanasi. Describing itoriesi to. Punjab'sFinance
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Call for movement

to clean Gangs

4 e i
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o Lawha owery b boing
ertllontures

ment ofﬁcml were kllled m the pasl 24 huurs

bol of lndla 'sunity, civilisation, and pros-

Mmlster Balwant Slngh explamed to oppusl-

epaper.indianexpress.com

perity, the Prir called forapeople’s itwould notb
It clean thy p themto grve70 000 acres to Haryana asthe
lai mm?G ofthe other | The
y heli- hichis one of the most andit the
Mannar. lluted theriver, hi spiritof the F
ome of | hil :
il hti fi " .
;;dltary sources maintained that they were: all errit ory! ettl Iled UNSC mgtoSouthAfrl
“terrorists” and that they fired at helicopters T settlementsta CALLING FOR immediate lifting” of the
on reconnaissance flights. VARIOUS ALTERNATIVE South Africa, the United Na-
atdifferent political levels to break the dead- nons Security Councll has wamed the re-
Inckcvealed b'ythe resolution of the Pun]ah trying
LaunchofcleanGangamission 5,00 heid Monday, e
THE AMBITIOUS Rs 293 I i { the Centre yof
Jaipur
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War tries to destroy culture because
culture sustains identity and
memory.— The Guardian
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Innovation is strategic necessity. Country
must incubate technologles world uses

@
N CHANDRASEKARAN

HEVEDIChymn "Aanobhadra
krtavo yantu vishwatah” (Let
noblethoughtscometous from
alldirections) hasguided India’s
civilisational openness to
‘Today, it i
ininnovation.
‘Technology has become the currency of
nati i . Anation’s in
trade, security and diplomacy is increas-
ingly determined by its position in critical
technology value chains. For India, innova-
tionisa stm[eglc necesslty. abridge be-
nd tmustex-

ogy. The next frontieris origination: Owning

squarelyinIn

tion, sustainability, energy and food secur-
ity? Which domains have irreducible do-

ground? Where do India’s talent and cost

not replicate? Where does import depend-
ence create genuine strategic exposure, be-
coming a lever an adversary could use ina
crisis? Whereis a technology youngenough
for near-parity competition?India'sgoal: To
identify the domains where the world can-
not easily operate without us. For this, we
need to concentrate innovation energy.

‘We must also confront technology’s
double edge. Al can compress decades of
progress in diagnostics and governance.
However, deployed without careful design,
itcan also djsrupr work amplify bias and

deepenis mustbenet

positive by design, augmenting capability,

In Bharathiraja’s
cinema, the
landscapewas
the story

=

ARI GAUTIER

Y ATTHAI was less than thrilled after watch-
ing 16 Vayathinile. The film brought back
memories of her hometown, Murungapak-
kam, six km south of Puducherry. She had
come to the cinema for glamour and adven-
ture, nottobe: lerumed tothered earthand palm trees she had

critical IP, controlling supply-chain choke-
points, building component depth, setting

pand access for citizens, raise
competitiveness for enterprises, reduce
strategic vulnerability for the nation, and
create capabilities the world cannot easily
replace. Itis central to Viksit Bharat.

One of the most significant shifts of the
last decade has been Prime Munsler Nar-
endra Modi* i h mak-

and creanng platforms that
ot i ial R&Din-
tensity islow by international standards. We
must move from using the world’s technol-
ogy well to building technologies the world
uses. Inevery priority sector, we should ask:
Doweownthescience, the design, the data,
theIP, the manufacturing process, the stan-
dards and the customer access?

ing innovation a national mission. Initiat-
ivessuch asStartup India, IndiaAl Mission,
ANRF, iDEX, BIRAC, IN-SPACe, Semicon
India, Atal Tinkering Labs and the RDI
Fund have built an institutional architec-
ture for innovation, signalli

ForIndia’s next phase of innovation, the
relationship between policy and market
forces must be sequenced and calibrated to
sector maturity. In nascent frontier sectors,
policy must create anchor demand and ab-

technology is central to national develop-
ment. Our higher education institutions,

suchas the ITs and I1Sc,
Ministry of Education, are ready play-
grounds for deep-tech talent and function
as powerful incubators.
India’s first i ion d

runway. It widened participation through
startups, incubators, digital public infra-
structure, research missions, student hack-
athons and new capital pathways. The next
decade must build mastery. We are innova-
tion-dense; we must now become innova-
tion-deep. Progress must bemeasu:edbyca-

Strategic sovereignty means co]laboratmg
from not The

creanng new jobs, and ensuring that the
ds burden the weakest sec-

India-France Year of Innovation isa tem-
plate: Build mastery openly, selectively,
based on mutual snength

tions. The transition must be planned and

spent years forgettir
Ididn’t know wha( lwas thirsty for until it arrived with Bha-

rathiraja. {

managed ahs

what Bharatlum)a did for Tamil cin-

emaisto

whatthe

that India does not lag in

did for painting.

Before Claude Monet, Camﬂle Pissarro, and Pierre-Auguste Re-

inting was astu-

roleto play in driving innovation beyond Bharat 2026, yth noirbroughttheir

being first ofthe p Ministr inFrance,isadecl: dio affair: Controlled light, controlled compositions, subjects
system. It ismuch moreccmprehenswe In-  ation that India’s most ambitious innova- deemed worthy by the Academy. The Impressionists shattered
vestmng&D for theworld's most demand-

that. They painted hays[acks train statlons, women hanging

mentsinstartups, and
ing rigour, quality systems and global market

ice of

ing stage. More importantly, it is a laundry.dnven b: natural

icinvest- ion bridge con.neclmg Indian Imh theworld inferior
i researchis ithgl buti

bal investors, iversities, re- ‘Tamil cinemain

search institutionsand markets. Its promise the1970s had itsown Acad dios, the

At Tata Group, as we deepen our foot-

xs not or_\ly[ha( the world will see' what India

star system, the gxam.ma: of mylhologlcals and social dramas.

pabilities mastered, critical def
reduced, global value chai

strength, and lives improved at scale.
India has demonstrated exceptional
strength in applying and adapting technol-

LETTERS
To THE EDITOR

Safety non-negotiable

ACCORDING TO Washington,
vessels suspected of facilitating
Iranian oil exports are warned,
intercepted, and, ifthey fail to
comply, disabled through preci-

They are a design principle for
reaching the frontier faster,

deepen inequality

thatneed tobeaddressed —access
to quality healthcare and educa-

The writer is chairman, Tata Sons

After 16 years, Census could
tell several new stories

that frontier ~ sorb certain risks. iDEX print in semiconductors, artifi cxal intelli- butthatglobal Hetook hi: fields of the Kongu and Ma-
proved this: Structured procurement cata- gence, defence, cle italin-  Whatcan we bulld withIndia? durai belts, under lhe white Tamil Nadu sun with its long
lysed a defence i mnovanon ecosystem that wear d ‘To young i and shadows. He cast for
bythe wouldnotother isted. Assectors MSME i owth.In  ent the have never itself. Afarmer s daughterat the well, ayoung man's longingina
mature, industry must lead, while policy fills every complex domain, the unit ofinnova- i concen- ic and beautiful, he insisted, as any
thegapsmarketsleavethroughlong-horizon tion 15 nota product; itisan A trated for innova- tale.
research, i trategy de ma- tion, human from
ade built the that nosingle playercan fund. terials, il th p
AsIndia focuses on technology concert. An electric vehicleneeds  must be solved together at a billion-person inavil paidgoodmc itfort was
innovation for strategic sover- ‘We must also confront abattery, charging network, soft-  scale. The innovator who solves for India's not prepared to see her native red earth elevated to art. It took
eignty, we need to keep in mind technology’s double edge. Al ware and fi ing to move to- muchoftheworld. That time. Italwaysdoes.
thatit does not mean technological 08y 8 gether. Largecompaniesthatbuild  isnotaburden. Itisthe most powerfulinno- This new way of seeing had a name: PS. Nwas Trained atthe
autarky. Given India’s starting can compress decades of with this understanding pullan  vation briefon earth. Tnsti f Film inChennai, avisual
point, itsnational interests are best progress indi ystics and forward. ia's i ywill be written by vocabulary by the shadow- i black-
served through deep partnerships governance. Deployed without India cannot build mastery — ageneration that chose mastery over mere iti i i let
with lik inded nati ffering ful design, itcan als everywhere. The disciplineis this:  participation, depth over dispersion, and from light rather than be lit from the front — understanding, as
d with y strengths. These . care: esign, I _c‘m 5 50 Apply rigorous cntena Whatare  purposeoverconvenience. That generation Monet understood, that a
are not concessions of ambition,  disruptwork,amplify biasand  thecoresocio- isready. Tt isnow. slightsoftness, an unexpected

shadow, a face caught be-
tween two expressions were
notimperfections. They were
the filmitself.

From 1890 to 1891, Monet
submitted himself to gentle
madness: Painting the same
haystack again and again, at
dawn, at noon, under snow,
under the copper light of au-
tumn. It was not the hay that
held him. Itwas whatlightdid
to it — how it consumed it,
lifted it, rendered it almost im-

BUAYALAXMI NANDA, NLipUR
RAY AND SHAMBHAVI MANI

‘THREE HUNDRED million enumerators
will knock on doors all over the country for

sionstrikesintended to the first time in 16 years to conduct the
minimise casualties. Yet the world’s largest head count. The sheer
deaths aboard th amount theCe

pose the limits of that

menti

Precision is not the same as
safety (‘As Modi, Trump head to
G7, face off over death of sailors,”
IE, June 14). Their deaths signal
thatthe world’s sealanes are
being transformed intobattle

for socio-economic and demographic indi-
cators. While we wait for this, let’s examine
the trends that have already been captured
by othersurveys.

India’s maternal mortality ratio (MMR)
stoodat‘)SasperSRSZOZLadechneofseper

spaces

cent of48

expected to absorb the risks of
strategicrivalry.
SPaul, Nadia

Beyond punishment

THE EPISODE raises a larger
question about how far personal
opinions, once aired publicly,
should affect one’s professional
standing. (‘MBBS student sent on
forced leave, IE, June 14) While
medical students are rightly held
to high standards of sensitivity,
the punishment must be propor-
tionate and rehabilitative rather
than purely punitive.
Institutions would dowell toin-
troduce structured sessions on
social media conduct and profes-
sional ethics early in the course,
sothatyoung students learn
these boundaries before, not
after, suchincidents.

AMyilsami, Coimbatore

Lessons notlearnt

THE FIRST anniversary of the
AirIndia flight Al 171 tragedyisa
somber reminder of institutional
opacity (‘One year after A1171
crash, questions persist’, IE,
June13). The Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau’s failure to
stick tothe 12-month timeline
forits final report undermines
public trust. When structural de-
lays compromise accountablllty.

per cent over the past 33 years (PIB, May 10
2025).1t

Bulletin OnMN[RmIndJaZOZl -23,RGI). Varb
ouspolicyinter

for However,

like Gujarat, Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu

alsoconfirmit—itdeclined from39in2014
1027in2021. The neonatal mortality rate has
dechned from 26 in 2014 to 19 in 2021 The

from
45in2014 to 3lin 202L This. hlghhghts u-n-

1cymtervennons. AlthnughrheCensusZOﬂ

material at certain hours. The haystack wasthe place where light

came to confess.

hao, there has been emphasis on girls’ edu-
cation. Yet, Census2027isexpectedtoreveal
anadult literacy gap, since as per available
data, 14.4 per cent overall literacy gap be-
tween men and women persists, concen-

ing, with the red soil of

‘Tamil Nadu beneath his feet. His sugarcane fields are not back-
drops. His whitewashed walls, crossed by that thick afternoon
light that only the South knows, are not props. They are thestory.

tothem filmafter film

season, withthe

trated inrural, ets. Anotherissuewillbe
dxglta.l literacy. The. gender d:gtal dmde is

Jean-Fi

patience of someone who knows that the world, looked at with
enough care and love, never runsdry.

y
in aggregate, it is the state-by-state and dis-
trict-level pictures which will matter.
‘The2011Censusrecorded child sexratio:
919 females per 1000 live births, a decline

frontier of

Although female labour force participa-
tion has seen major improvements, the
gender gap remains. Although the Census

is Millet knew
refused to admit: That three women bent over a harvested field
(TheGleaners, 1857) contained as much grandeur as any mytho-
logical subject. Bharathiraja worked from the same conwcnon

the French Academy

will not replace the PLFS as the primary His  wornen

from 927. This wasattributed to i
preferenceand misuse of NRTs (NewRepro-
ductiveTechnologies). Tocurbthis, thestate
had adual response of the PC-PNDT Acton
the supply snde, and condmonal cash
transfer i
survivalofgirl children onthedemandside.

and

r In Muthal iy

sourceoflabour data,itwill providean

ungmarnedwoman

updated population denominator with its isneither

hensive picture of India’s labour market.

exists,
the way Millet’s, g)eaners exnst_ In Almgal Oivathillai, he follows

ival, desire, loss, and refusesto

Itis the first time in independent India
that caste-based data will be collected. Itis
expected to be a detailed catalogue of de-

force an arc onto material [ha[ already has its own breath. Like
Pissarro returning season after season to the fields of Pontoise,
he believed that if’ youluoked honestly enough, somethmgtme

have already met the UN-SDG MMR target
oflessthan 70 per1,00,000 live births, others
like Madhya Pradesh, Assam, and Uttar Pra-

desh are still struggling. Census
2027, cross-referenced with health
system data, will enable district-
level maternal mortality mapping.
‘This will allow policies to be tar-
geted more precisely.

‘The demographic transition
process reveals that socio-econ-
omic development positively im-
pacts mortality, and the statistics

hope

Itisthe firsttimein
independent India that caste-
based datawill be collected. It

isexpected to be a detailed
catalogue of declared castes,
cross-referenced with socio-
economic indicators

da i %

The NFHS 5 data shows aglimmer of ~ clared castes, Cross- -referenced with socio- would i n the
ratioatbirth forchildren This will allow for a earthafter rain.

born in the preceding five yearswas 929 fe-  much more nuanced picture of where dis- Hewasright.

males per 1,000 males, and the sexratioof ~ advantages are concentrated, enabling tar- Tammnot fully reconciled wit
the population was estimated at ~ geted pohcles and reservannn Forher, Luu:um way of il d soi tha
1020. Interventions like Beti Ba-  TheCe: toil, the worl hard
chaoBeti measur- i indices. For He whatshehad

blei deciti iti left ved to be looked at until it became lummous.

However, the Census2027willpro- ~ amirror that India has been waiting for. Inthati bot
videan authonfznve picture, vl].lages he filmed, the faces he res[ored to dignity, the unudy

India has

So, too, will Murunga-

efforts in achieving higher enrol-
ments at all levels of educanon

principal m‘Muanda Huuse University of Delhi.
Kamala

pakkam six km south of Puducherry. Bharathiraja would have
tly how to filmit.

Y
Nehru College and Vivekananda College,

WithpoliciessuchasSarva
Beti.

for infant and child mortality rate iPad- University of Delhi, respectively Gautier isa writer i Y
'Good ' women can be messy as well

prefer Nirma to “wash your clothes™ Pay attention to where the film isset:  Itisa verdict. Their home llse]f isnamed  ciety, she ends up failing to be “the perfect

Suresh Triveni’s sManBe)zen nowstream- AdaxshColony Adm:h i model. Knna Bh: —krip some-  daughter-in-lawand wife” inamarriageshe

ingon Netflix, names — hous- never wanted. The TV anchor from the

ANUSREEK C crime show Khalbali narrates Rekha’s im-

“HEMA, REKHA, Jaya aur Sushma, sabki
pasand Nirma”. Whether you grew up in
Indiain the 1980s or "90s or even the 2000s,
those four names wash over you in a single
musical wave — the Nirma jingle. The vis-
uals in the cheerful detergent advertise-

and serious safety
lefi administrative

But left. Tl

Rekha, Jaya. Sushma (Hema takes her own
weet i
subversive questmu What if these women

ing SOClet.lES love. It carries a promise of re-
spectability, of people living correctly. And
who lS the family’s most vocal cnuc m this

women. The idea of “good” and “bad”
women has always been pohced by people
hke Chari i

agined life with breathless scandal. We rec-

gD
i,andab- Amaunamed(‘ women whonever asked imu h: Is, in WhatsA ,at

solutely: doue thh bemggood7 Chari ‘moral fortheimpinion Thy If- alks in the col-
Let’sstart with i MaaBehen. In India, when someonesaysa  areoften fasci thevery they ony park The vmce that holds women

Inlarge partsofthe Subcontinent, thesetwo ~ woman’s charitraisbad, itis neverneutral.  condemn. Tk ayward woman mmmm. il

words are rarely said together as a compli- ir- them the

ment. As a phrase, it has long existed in the . i tue. Outrage isalso curiosity, obsession, and Machhcmsnora fect film. But itses-

shadows of abuse and ur;%)ral policing. Self-appointed moral guardians oyeuri e is airti pg;t‘ Tri

‘when they

reckless, frustrated,

are often fascinated by the very
women they condemn. The
supposedly wayward woman
becomes essential to the
performance of virtue

and contrarian. They are Bgailer indianexpress-comm———

" tobe the Women respect
It becomes an active public- blggestfemaleBollywoodstaxsofme '80s— fit into a sanctified role. Triveni takes these
safety hazard. women who were widely adored butatthe ~ words that have long been used to threaten

Krishan Kumar Chugh, same time were very different fromeach  orinsult menand to remind women of their
NewDelhi other. Thy l names. And tun n their head. The
so, thejingle wanted tosay nomatterwhich ~ women
sphere of society you belong to, you would
e — e —

This is why the casting works so well. As
one of Hindi cinema’s most beloved stars,
when Madhuri Dixit plays a character who
is free-spirited, it is almost liberating, Jaya,
on the other hand, shows us the cost of

names from the Nirma jingle and asks us,
very politely, to let go. Hema, Rekha, Jaya,
Sushmaare back. Butnow, instead of wash-
ingthings clean, they embrace the mess.

“goodness” that' Despite  Thewriter s helndi:
inglived her lifeabidil thelawsofso- anusree.kc@expressindia.com
Jaipur
— —
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Why Trumpis
bringing UFC
event to White
House lawns

Kartikeya Bhattacharyya
New Delhi, June 14

THE WHITE House is all set to host its first-ever profes-
sional sporting event as part of celebrations marking
America’s 250th year of independence.

The Ultimate Fighting Championship (UFC), the
world’s largest mixed martial arts (MMA) organisation, is
holding the ‘UFC Freedom 250’ on June 14 (Monday
morning India time), which is not only the US Flag Day
butalso President Donald Trump’s 80th birthday.

The White House’s South Lawn, which usually hosts
diplomatic gatherings, has been transformed intoa
4,000-seater makeshift arena with acaged ringatits
centre. Another 80,000 people are expected to view [he
blend of strikingand ing from an adjoi ound
called the Ellipse. Critics have questioned whemer[he
event fitsthe occasion.

Trump’s long association
The major driver is Trump’s long-standing relation-
ship with the UFC and its president, Dana White.
In2001, back when MMA was viewed by many as a vi-
olent bloodsport and struggled to secure venues, Trump
stepped in to host UFC events at the Trump Taj Mahal
casinoin Atlantic Clry An avid fan of combat sports.
Tri it lived MMA

Whltewould later me one of Trump’
allies. Theu relationship deepened during the Covid-19
when rolled Flonda allowed
the UFC to resume hostingevents.
Following the attack on the US Capitol by T: -

e ECONOMY

India’s pushbeyond E20
fuel: Reasons, and pitfalls

5

ANIL SASI

THE CENTRE last week exempted higher
ethanol-petrol blends (22%-30% ethanol)
from central excise duty, putting their tax
treatment on a par with the 20% ethanol
blend (E20) that’s atpumps.

* HOWAFLEXFUEL CARIS POWERED

THE ECM: Controls the fuel

mixture, ignition timing, and module (ECM)
emissions system; detects and
troubleshoots problems.
FUEL FILLER: Anozzle froma fuel Internal
dispenser C i
fllthe tank. Engine (spark
ignited)

FUEL INJECTION SYSTEM:
Introduces fuelinto the engine’s

The government has also pmposed
amendments to recognise 85% ethanol-
blended fuel and 100% ethanol fuel under
the Central Motor Vehicles Rules.

Both measuressignal the government’s
intent to prepare the country’s vehicular
and fuel ecosystems for the next stage of
ethanol adoption. But they have differing
implications.

The first measure —the transition from
E20 fuel to higher blends — is aimed at
most petrol cars.

The second move — the draft amend-
menttorecognise E85and higher fuel —tar-
getsanentirely new category called flex fuel
vehicles. Such vehicles are designed to op-
erate on varying blends of petrol and etha-
nol but are still some way away from being
widely introduced to the Indian market.

For now, it is the first proposal that has

caused concernamong 0-

ignition.

FUEL LINE: A metal tube or flexible
hose (or acombination of these)
transfers fuel from the tank to the
engine’s fuel injection system.
FUEL PUMP: A pumpthat
transfers fuel from the tank to the
engine’s fuel injection system via
the fuel line.

FUEL TANK (ETHANOL/

Fuel Pump

Fuel Tank (ethanol/

India is looking to transition from
E20 fuel to higher blends to reduce
its dependence on oil imports.

But the plan has raised concerns

involved in the process indicated that
‘OMCs have made it clearthat they canonly
offer twoethanol blendsat any given point.

Behind the measure

" FuelFiller

Exhaust
System

'~ FuelLine

Transmission

AFDCENERGYGOV

islooking
ively increase ethanol blending in pem)l
from (he current E20 level to E25, before

-fuelvehi d

E85-E100 fuels.

This is an integral part of India’s strat-
egy toreduce itsdependence onimported
fossil fuels — especially after the experi-
ence with the West Asia conflict that drove
up prices.

Indiacurrently imports nearly 88.5% of

ny and urity
political disruptions.

‘There’sapolitical angle too: the agricul-
tural lobby, especially from Maharashtra
and Uttar Pradesh, is pushing hard for etha-
nol blends to be hiked since farmers, such
as those growing sugarcane, are sitting on
significant overcapacity.

The government maintains that the
rollout of higher ethanol-petrol blends will
only be done after proper testing and con-

fons. TheB S

torists — especially considering thelr ex-
perience with the initial transition to the
E20 ethanol blend from E10.

The problems for consumers...
Last year, India achieved 20% ethanol

blending in petrol, five years before target.
E20 fuel, denoting 80 parts petrol to 20

porters in January 2021,
UFCeventsincreasingly
*TIMINGCRITICAL became one of the few
© The eventcomesas Trump MEJOrpHblicpacesyEre
Trump continued tore-

faces scrutiny over his ties with

sexoffender Jeffrey Epstein and celveenthusiasticrecen;

tions. White also encour-

his war againstIran. aged Trump's outreachto

@ tal i ounger audi

slidein Trump's appruval ralmgs through podcasts andin-

ahead of thy ternet

inNovember. Trump's appearances
at UFCevents have since
become regular

spectacles. The White House event comes as Trump
faces mountingscrutiny over his ties with convicted sex
offender Jeffrey Epstein and his war againstIran, which
has set off an economic crisis. It also coincides witha
steepslide in Trump’s approval ratings ahead of the mid-
term elections in November.

Draped in patriotism

UFCis promoting Freedom 250 as the biggest event it
has ever staged. But more than its star-studded line-up,
the fight card has attracted attention for its overtly
patriotic imagery. Six of the seven bouts feature at least
one American fighter. One of the fighters on the card,
featherweight Steve Garcia, was a close friend of the as-
sassinated far-right figure Charlie Kirk.

Much of the audience is expected to comprise
members of the US military, as tickets have not been put
up for public sale. The event follows multiple UFC train-
ing sessions conducted for FBI agents this year. On June
11, US Secretary of State Marco Rubio and White signed
an MoU to use the UFCas atool of American di

,isnoy
vanant nationwide.

For people with vehicles E10-certified
orolder, the transition to E20 came in just
three years, with little warning of the
pitfalls.

Thereare multiple problems with using
ahigherethanol blend in petrol for engines
not designed for them.

ENGINE DAMAGE: Ethanol has a higher
content of water, which iscorrosive. So, E20
or higherethanol blends could damage the
parts of the internal combustion engine
(ICE). This is especially true for older en-
gines and the ones used on

GASOLINE BLEND): Stores fuel Fuel
on board the vehicle to power Injection
the engine. System Battery
Petroleum Ministry, however, hassaid that
the drop in mileage would be “marginal”. .
THE ONLY OPTION: Vehicle ownersin ~ Brazil’s way
Lndla currendy donot haveanoptionto  Brazil's ethanol
fuels at the petrol pump,
unhke their counterparts in Brazil — a lzr(;lg'lml;"?lc i
country that has successfully and struc- W ch kicked-0}
turally integrated ethanol with its auto- 10 the 1970s, was
mobile ecosystem. Brazilian law, unlike inresponse to
India, also provides for a discount for  the uncertainties
higher ethanol blends. ofthe oil market.
IGNITION ISSUE: Regular ICE cars run- -

ning on higher ethanol blends are hard to

where high-grade aluminum or steel casxs
are not used for the engine block.

ILEAGE: Many customers had flagged
adrop in mileage after the E10 to E20 shift.
The dropcould be between 5-12%, depend-
ingonwhen the car was manufactured. The

« DEFENCE

among others.
“In case of this new transition too, the

h petrol  start on winter mornings because ethanol Atnearly every
burnsat a higher temperature than petrol. petrol pumpin
EXPONENTIALLY WORSE PERFORMANCE: Braziltiow,
While a fuel with 10% ethanol (E10) makes g
littledifferencetoacar's performance, any- peﬂ_ple hav.c the
thing tocause option toeither
gmes not specifically built for it. And this ~ choosebetween
iallyasthe  blended petrol,
blendmg levels increase. The Petroleum  which typically
Ministry !1as said that these concerns includes 27-32%
around higher ethanol blends are not ethanoland
backed by “scientific evidence”. ethano .'nn N
A senior technical expert at a major E100, whichis
that! no pure hydrous
thelong-term impact ethanol. Brazil
ufhlended fuel on non-compliant vehicles. alsogot
But the expert also said it r:ould definitely 0
haveanimpacton , its vari- p
: usherin flex
ous rubber parts, valves and pls(on heads, fuelcars,

consumer will likely end up bearing the
brunt of any drop in fuel efficiency. For
older vehicles, there is the added question
over vehicle damage due to the high erha~
nol mix. That too s left to the consumer,”a

ive of an auto ing
association said.

...and for, kers

(BIS), on May 19, also notified fuel stan-
dards for these higher ethanol blends.
According to a source in the govern-
ment, the move towards blends higher
than E20is “not being pushed throughina
hurry and there will be enough time given
for vehicles and oil companies to gear up
for this transition”. “Too much should not
beread into (Wednesday’s) notification” on
i ion, said this

The E25 transition will require addi-
tional engineering and validation work
around engine cahbrauon fuel-system

Thetransition process
In the medium term, consumers may

durability, and ma-
terial compatibility. All this, just months
after the E20 transition.

Vehicle costswill increase and likely fall
on the consumer.

Carmakers have called for greater policy
clarity and alignment before higher etha-
nol blends can be rolled out at scale.

Beyond that, in private, they're willing
totalkabout some anomaliesin thisE20to
E2S transition.

“Some of the concerns have been con-
veyed, especially through (auto) industry
representatives. Indications are that the
transition towards a base fuel having a
higherblend ofethanol (above E20) s likely
to happen, alongside the progressive roll-
outofthe E85-E100 fuels,” aseniorautoin-
dustry executive told The Indian Express.

Oil marketing companies (OMCs) such
as Indian Oil and Bharat Petroleum, too,
will facec Agovernment source

offuel pet-
rol pumps. One would be the standard fuel
— E20today, and potentially E25if the gov-
ernment pushes ahead with its plans. The
other would be high-ethanol fuels such as
E850rE100.

‘The high blend would likely be priced
lower. A consumer with a flex fuel vehicle
can also consider the pricing before decid-
ingwhich oneto use.

Fornew vehicles, manufacturers would
have to recalibrate engines and undergo
fresh emissions certification and homolo-
gation, since current models have been
tested and approved using E20 fuel. Homo-
logation, the process of certifying a ve-
hicle’s roadworthiness, would need to be
repeated for E25, just as it was done when
E20 was introduced.

Ultimately, however, they will likely
makeashift to flex fuel vehicles—a project
delayed on multiple counts.

AN-32: Soviet-origin transport aircraft, the IAF’s workhorse

Amrita Nayak Dutta
New Delhi, June 14

FIVE PERSONNEL of the Indian Air Force
(IAF) were killed Saturday when a military
transport aircraft, the Antonov AN-32,
crashed during ingat Jorhatin Assam.

Y
with fighters and senior executivestoserve as cultural
ambassadors overseas.

Criticism from fighters

The political nature of Freedom 250 has drawn criti-
cism from wi[hin and outside the MMA world. Current
UFC n Strickland said he
would have been willing to fight if fans were allowed to
attend, adding that he did not want to participate merely
to “go hang out with the Epstein list”. Former UFC light-
weighttitle challenger, Gray Maynard, also criticised it.

White, however, has rejected accusations that the
event is political, insisting that anyone who loves
America would appreciate it. But the flagship event
scheduled for June 14 may be exactly the kind of political
pageantry the US President needs to secure a major
publicrelations win,

© ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

One other person onboard (_he aircrafthas
beenrescued and i

This is the third major crash of an AN-
32 over the past decade. The two other
crashes have killed 42 IAF personnel.

What isthe AN-32?
Bought in 1984 from the erstwhile So-
viet Union, the AN-32s have served as the
1AF’s critical workhorse. The IAF has em-
ployed it as a tactical transport aircraft
sinceits induction into the force.
The AN-32 is a twin-engine

ferred choice for transport of men and
cargo across different terrain.

‘Theaircraft can cover small to medium
ranges and can operate from far-flung air-
fields with minimum ground infrastruc-
ture, enablingitto play critical roles during
aconflict, especially in the mobilisation of
men and material and with its limited
bombing role.

It has also been used for paratrooping
operations. During the Kargil War with Pak-
istan in 1999 and subsequently in Oper-
ation Parakram in2001-02, it played acriti-
cal ing argo
toborder areas through

The Ant

AN-32.

and

Modernisation programme
After an AN-32 crashed in 2009, India

signed a $400-million contract with

Ukrainian urer Antonov to up-

aircraft and can carry a maximum weight
of 27tonnes at amaximum speed of 530 km
per hour. It can carry up to 6.7 tonnes of
cargo or 50 passengers, making it the pre-

grade mostof the IAF's 105 AN-32sthrough
overhaul of airframes and turboprop en-
gines. The programme also involved fitting
the platforms with advanced navigation

Th however, stalled after

Russia formally annexed the Crimearegion
in 2014. Subsequently, India and Ukraine
agreed to resume the upgrades, with Kyiv
havi ivestothe
Russian-made systems on the aircraft. The
upgrade was under way at the IAF’s base re-
pair depot (BRD) in Kanpur, with equip-
ment transferred from Ukraine. About half

of the planes had been modernised in
Ukraine, and 38 have been at the BRD.

Safety record

The AN-32 is considered among the
most reliable transportaircraftinthe IAF’s
inventory. But the crash in Jorhat is the
third major one since 2016.

OnJuly22,2016, an AN-32 went missing
while flying over the Bay of Bengal, from
‘Tambaram Air Force Station, Chennai, to
Port Blair, killing 29 people on board. The
wreck was traced years later.

Then on June 3, 2019, an AN-32
crashed in the hilly terrain when it was
heading to Mechuka in West Siang district
of Arunachal Pradesh, near the border
with China, killing 13 people on board. The
wreckwas found overaweekaafter the air-
craft went missing.

‘There was another major crash on June
10, 2009, when an IAF AN-32 crashed at
around the same place in Arunachal Pra-
desh, killing all 13 people on board.

‘Site of aspiration and exploitation’, what India needs to guard in Al growth path

EXPERT EXPLAINS
PETRA MOLNAR

LAWYER AND ANTHROPOLOGIST WHO
STUDIES Al AND SURVEILLANCE

labour and data extraction to surveillance
and digital infrastructure.

PetraMolnar, whois part of the project,
told Anagha Jayakumar why narratives
of Al-driven growth can obscure questions
ofaccountability.

i ing India, are
Alasa h,
competitiveness and nauonal power

Many

‘What the AI Resist List reveals is that
this “Alas development” framing is itselfa
form of narrative power. Itisoneof the four
pillars we document: Resist, Refuse, Re-
claim, and Reimagine. The narrative infra-
structure of Al — the stories told about
‘what Al s for, who it serves, and what prog-
ress looks like — is as material
as the data centres and chip
supply chains. Countries like

How did AT
widely shared political goal?

Indiak bsorbed notjust the
technology but the idea that

omic growth, strategic

interconnected pillars: labour,
infrastr il data,

con Valley and then shipped outward. It is
through i ips that are

and narrative. India appearsinall of
them. What does India’s posltmn say?
Ui the pillars

extractive and unequal. Al's global supply

whether environmental and social impacts
have been independently assessed, and
whether data governance and technology

chains depend on that have

is no coincidence. Al power is assembled
through extraction at multiple levels, and
nocountry issimplyavictimor
abeneficiary. India occupies a
revealing position: it is simulta-
neously a site of exploitation
and asite of aspiration.

benefit locals.

transfer ar

i capital for
India wants strategic autonomy in AT
Al companies often present data while remai.nmg dependent on
ntres and i chips, cloud p
as engines of development. What fmnt:ler mudels. Are gem\lnely
i hould ities and possible for

policymakers ask?

Inmy mind, the single most important
question is: who bears the costs, and who
receives the benefits? For example, data
centres consume vast quantities of water
for cooling and electricity that, in water-
stressed and power-insecure regions,

countries: on(side the USand China?
The infrastructure that underpins AL
from frontier models to semiconductor
upply chains, i formal

ence. A country can localise data and build
1\sown large langua,emodelwhﬂe stillrely-

comes directly at the exp f house-
holds, farmers, and small businesses. The
d benefi jobs, tax:

‘The story of Al as a national i unperauve power in the 2Ist century EXPL AI NED On labour, India supplies

is, atits core, yabout requires Al i al muchof the invisible workforce

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE (Al) isin-  of uts. For gos that resi stands in the that makes Al systems legible.
i i oloruallegaﬂes widening  way of progress. Aweeklvcolumn On infrastructure, data centres

and na- and th Fgeopolitical i i ures what dingAl'snew  are being pitched as develop-

tional power. But what happens when the  in Aloffersaway drives these decisions: defence lronners. howthey - ment anchors while drawingon
costsof thatambition are borneby workers,  slowwork of jonand interests, surveil- ik Heceint scarce water and electricity. On
communitiesand publicresourcesthatre-  arrive ata fu(ure that looks like growth  lancestate consolida[ion inves- SUrve data, facial rec-
TheUSand tor publici ognition systems, networked

main largely invisible?

‘The "AlResist List” seeks toanswer that
question. The project documents global ef-
f 1 ;

pethe growing
influence of Al across areas ranging from

China modelled this playbook aggressively,
and the pressure to follow has been enor-
mous in the so-called Al Arms Race, with
countries jostling for Al supremacy.

ture, and the very concrete political utility
ofappearingmodernand asan “Al Leader”.

CCTV, and the vast reserves generated
through Digital India raise sif ques-

astronger position in the digital economy
are unevenly distributed.
whethercom-

tions about oversight and consent.

‘The list breaks Al paw@ﬁawer indiane Xmmwisnctassembled inSili-

mumems are binding, whether commu-
nities can refuse or renegotiate projects,
Jaipur

Nvi-
dia chips subject to US export controls.

‘This is not a reason to abandon sover-
eignty asagoal, but it is a reason to be pre-
ciseabout what sovereignty would actually
mean. The most achievable forms of Al sov-
ereignty areabout the capacity toregulate,
audit, and refuse.
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LizMathew: As the NDA marks 12
yearsin governance, recently the
Constitution Amendment Bill was
defeated in Parliament. Were you
prepared for this?

We were very upset that the Women'’s
Reservation Bill was defeated.

LizMathew: The Women’s
Reservation Bill was not defeated.

Itsimplementation was. You can name
itthe Constitution (131st Amendment) Bill
but basically it was the implementation of
women'sreservation in the Lok Sabhaand
the Assemblies. We were upset because the
actions of the Opposition parties were un-
expected on two accounts. Number one,
the same bill, the Nari Shakti Vandan Ad-
hiniyam in 2023, supported by all the Op-
position parties, was passed unanimously.

And it was mentioned that the Bill will
be implemented on the basis of the popu-
lation census conducted after 2026. Since
the caste-based census is going to take a
longtime, we have to refer to the 2011 cen-
sus, so that requires amendment. Without
that, we can't incorporate the necessary
things to be included in the implementa-
tion of the Nari Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam
Bill. Secondly, it is not that we brought the

i wehad i ithall

the stakeholders, especially the bigger
political parties. Except for the Congress,
Trinamooland AAP, the other parties have
joined, they have agreed.

Liz T £

was thatyou
had not:
Thenyou brought(he Bi.l.l twodays
ahead ofthe sessionand that you did
notmention aboutwhxtyou hxd

his
the50 percentincrease,you only

LokSabha. The Congr«shadsmd

NEWSMAKERS IN THE NEWSROOM

WHY KIRAN RJUJU

Kiren Rijiju, Union Minister of Parliamentary Affairs and Minority Affairs, is seen as one of the most vocal leaders in the BJP-led NDA government which has just
completed two years of its third term. He plays a crucial role as the government is keen on passing the Constitution (131st Amendment) Bill, 2026, also known as
the Delimitation Bill, 2026, which failed to get the two-third majority in the Lok Sabha in April. The ruling dispensation is trying to muster support for its key reform
legislation in the new political landscape that is going through a realignment process after the recent Assembly polls

ONTHE
DELIMITATION BILL
When thefirst part of the
Parliament session was
on, we had started the
consultation process... We
met 70 per cent of the
Opposition parties. The
Congress then out of blue
asked for an all-party
meeting, that was a ploy

ONATTACKS ON
MINORITIES
Ifthereareincidents
against churches, there
areincidents against
Hindus, in Kashmir,
Assam, Bengal,
Karnataka... it can
happen anywhere. One
incident doesn’t make it
anational one

‘Anybody can create a political
party but don’tundermine and
ridicule Indian democracy’

Kiren Rijiju, Union Minister of Parliamentary Affairs and Minority Affairs, on the need for the
Constitution Amendment Bill, attacks on minorities, why most Bills do not get passed in Parliament and
the major crisis facing the government. The session was moderated by Liz Mathew, Deputy Editor

that it

from the women” sreserval.lon. What
doyou havetosay?

‘While the first part of the Parliament
session was on, we had started the consul-
tation process. The demand for all party
meetings was much later. Mallikarjun
Kharge wrote three letters to me. The first

for
later, whenl alreadycompleted the consul-
tationwith mostofthe political parties, with
DMK, Samajwadi Party, Shiv Sena, with all
other parties. Whatisthe point of:.aumgror
all-party meetingwhen
consultation process? We met 70 per cent of
the Opposition parties. The Congress then
out of blue asked for an all-party meeting,
that was basically a ploy.

Liz Mathew: What is the way forward?

Tcan’t commit anything right now be-
causeunlessit’s placed inthe Cabinetanda
decision s taken.

Liz Mathew: With the CBSE
evaluation and the NEET paper leak,

affected.

many

Has the government failed in this?
ay that the gov

failed. But we should concentrate on how
to get the students justice. There are so
tore-

many from

assessment. Now, portals have being cre-
ated. Many students have registered and
havesentintheirqueries. Despite cyberat-
tacks, the government has taken necessary
steps to fix them. The primary objective is
to make the system transparent so that in
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“TnEd oXCRARS!

future such frauds are pi
sit together and ensure that reforms take
place, the careers of students will be better.

Central government after 2014-15
until now?
1 wﬂl not look at appointments in al few

Hindus’. What do you make of such
political statements?
Firstofall, Thavearesponsibility towards

dusalso, like in Kashmir, in Assam, in Ben-
gal and in Karnataka... it can happen any-
where. One incident doesn’t make the

time to be heard, then that will violate the
necessary course of justice. That will be
looked into. Butitis not targeted atanybody.
This is not a law which is meant for any re-
ligious group. It is a law for everybody. The
only thing is if a complaint is coming from

Kiren Rijiju, Union Minister of Parli y Aff: d Minority Affairs (right), in conversation with Liz Mathew, Deputy Editor, The Indian Express renukaruri
inall Central Bengal dhikari, who thiskind inasecu-
gov jobs. What f b said: lar country?If there are incidents against
Ifweall i b inthe did not vote for me, I will work for churches, there are incidents against Hin-

thanMPs. The burden will cometothe state
exchequer on the payment and other facil-
ities ror the elected members. India, asa
v.willnot ii

carrying out (hlS responsibility. Of course,
smaller states will have a larger burden but
for bigger states it would not be much ofa
matter because it will cost a few crores in
termsofsalaries. An MPdraws only one lakh
assalary. Idon’t get asalary asa minister so
there’s not much of aburden.

As for the total representation and why
it is necessary, in places like Uttar Pradesh,
an MLA represents nearly four lakh people
which is equivalent to 20 MPs in Europe. If

er
the entire area or meet people, it is a defi-
ciency which must be taken care of.

In fact, :r you are concemed ahout

then
why only 850.

Tista Roy Chowdhury: What are your
thoughts on the Cockroach Janta
Party (CJP) and the protests they have
been organisil

Anybody can createa political party. But
don’t undermine and ridicule Indian
democracy. The CJPonly posesachallenge
tothe Congress party. They need toworry.

Vandita Mishra: The Congress has
three state governmentsinthe
country and the Left has none. So why
does it pose such aformidable
challenge for the BJP in the 12th year
ofits power?

‘The Congress and Left should under-
stand that the people of India do not buy
their argument or their leadership. Despite
that they say that Modi is a failure and the
BJPis a failure. They should stop running
this campaign that the government has
failed. People have accepted the govern-
ment... They are powerful in paper and on
social media but weare countering them.

Liz Mathew: But does have
aspaceindemocracy?

Ifthey arerejected by the people, howare
wetobe blamed for that?

DaminiNath: In the last many years,
we've seen that though productivity is
high duri i

of
are passed inashort duration is
Isthi

and how would you address this?

You are right in certain aspects. The
numbers of bills passed in the last few
years, of course, the numbers are not less
but oftime given for di
is less because from the beginning (of the
session) the Congress party jumpsintothe
Well of the House and starts shouting ‘Your
prime minister isa thief’, they keep shout-
ingslogans.

The bills are, therefore, becoming the
victims of this. How are the bills to be re-
ferred toifdiscussions are notallowed? First
of all, you have to allow debates and dis-
cussions. During thattime, if necessary, you
send or refer the bills to the Parliamentary
standing committee or JPC. That has to be
decided by the House. But the moment the
House resumes it is adjourned again be-
cause MPs come with placards.

Shalini Langer: You've said that they
hold placards in front of the prime
minister but the PMis rarely therein
the House.

Forany importantdebate ordiscussion,
the Prime Minister is always there. But he
cannot sitin the House throughout. He has
to run the affairs of the government. Even
ministers have got a roster. I decide which

Liz Mathew: Don’t you See it in totality. looking after the welfare of the minority  incidentanational one. AsforFCRA,some-  the Christian community wewill definitely  minister should be present on which date
from ha are bet[erm].ud.la, 12years afterModijihas  communities, but law and orderisnotthe  one said it cost the BJP more than five per ~ address it, but the thing being said that the  in which House and at what time. These
beheld this? I'stheCongress  subjectofthe minority affairs minis- centvotesin Kerala. Wearenotdoing ~ campaign is made only to target mission-  are all decided by the parliamentary
Fu’st of all, atany level, ifaperson has  and the Left ecosystem that keep hammer-  try. Togiveanexample, though, just = 10} anything for the sake of votes. A  ariesiswrong. affairs minister.
tohijackthesys-  ingthese slogans of minorities not being  beforethe2015 Delhielections, there g2 majoramendment of the FCRA was
tem, action should be taken. To build the  safe. Sab h, sabkavil y  was news that churches were at- done in 2010 by the UPA govern-  Sri isstill Liz :The NDA government is
the CBSE chair- foreverybody. C: tackedin DethI called the Delhi. Po» ment. It was already in existence. burning. Why isiit: forthe 13th year. When it comes
man and the secretary have been shifted. —aperson hasleftIndia frelig-  lice C g violence to govi whatare yourreal
New proposals to change the systemarein  ious persecution? You are maligningthe  statistics; there were l'our mcldents SCANTHE Liz Mathew: But, you are that has b almost
place. The education minister hus already chamcter of the nation by saymg thatMus-  Tasked for incidents across three ?g &2}3& doingit: threey Right now, it’s the West Asia crisis. It is
said that ility. Hei afein India. Hil Sikh: monms ‘There were more than 300 THE VIDEO the election. Manipur has areality that 80 per cent of our oil and gas
not running away from the error, whoever ~ from. i India, from i around — . No. ion has con-  violent incidents numerous times inthe  comes through the Strait of Hormuz. The
has committed it, he has rather takenitup ~ Pakistan, too. 150 related to gurdwaras and some tinued. More than 20,000 FCRAs  pastaswell. TheconflictbetweenNagasand ~ prime minister has already stated in the

as a challenge to fix the problem. The de-
mand for the reslgnauon of’ lhe education
ministerisaneffort: ical mileage

‘When problems started in 1959 in Tibet,
why did they (’I‘xbetans) come to India? It
Indi; ive.IU'snotonlybe-

out of the problems faced by the students.

Manoj CG: Had the BJP beeninthe
Opposition, would 'younot have
i fthe

cause of BJP, the character of the Indian so-

cietyissuch. Butwe have made itvery clear

thatwe will not accept illegal migrants. We

will not accept anybody who is creating
ble i country.

education minister?
Thereisadifference. Ifthe fraud iscom-

mitted by the minister or mLmster 's staff,

then the minister is Butifa

As for appointments, deserving people
wherever they are, will be appointed. We
don' (beheve in appeasement of anybody.
Our

problem happens within an autonomous
body, then they are answerable. The CBSE

is simple, justice to all, ap-
peasement to none. There is no deliberate
attempt to bar anybody from getting ap-

lS anautonomous body. Thenthere is NTA pointment in any of the bodies.

ister daily. Aaron Perei.m InFebruary, the
‘When we were in O every ‘lm‘"a

‘month ministers.  (CBCI) il

Inthelast12 years, thereisnodirectcharge ~ about attacks on Christians,

agamst any mmlster for takmgbnbes or nothing

or ion of the sys- Also, what s your
tem... So, bifurcate the diff between Foreign C
what Ct didand what we d Act (FCRA) gi
uverzo 000 institutes have lost their
'Yadav: h licences, sofar.
had al5-point

intheinterest of minorities and in
2014-15there were 8.71 per cent

Aakash Joshi: And if we look at what
happened after the massive winin

100 incidents related to mosques. But the
news was only about churches being at-
tacked. And then right after the Delhi elec-
tion was over, there was no news. Can you

) )

epaperinti&n

were cancelled in the last 12 years... There
were many cancellations but platforms are
- ded. 1 L

bitmr; orthey have not been given enough

ONTHE WEST

ASIA CRISIS

The government has had
to bear a significant
burden because of the
crisis. The reduction of
Rs10inexcise duty has
cost us more than one
lakh crore. India is
among the few countries
wheretheincrease has

been around five per cent
express.com

Kukis has taken thousands of lives in the
past. Any violence is In Ma-

Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha that we

nipur, they are used to being in a bunk hole
formonths. When BJPcame to power, peace
prevailed for six-seven years and the valley
and hills were well connected. There wasa
dialogue, there was normal development
taking place. Then unfortunately, violence
erupted due to various reasons, largely be-
causeof mistrust between Meitei, Kukisand
Nagas. As a country, we have to collectively
come together, give up violence and come
and sit and negotiate and learn to live with
eachother.

The go
proposed to increase seats of Lok
Sabha from 543 to 816, roughly an
increase of 272 seats. Can you give us
anidea ofthe financial burden it will
have on the government and the

energy sources. We are
taking all possible steps towards a transi-
tion to green and clean enes

Becauseof the West. Asiacrisis, thegov-
ernment has had to bear a significant
burden. The reduction of Rs 10 in excise
duty has cost us more than Rs 1lakh crore.

Indiais amongthe few countries where
the increase has been only around five per
cent. Despite that, Opposition parties con-
tinue to raise an outery. Ina crisis like this,
everyoneshould support the government.
It has always been the tradition that when
thereis an external or internal crisis, people
stand with the government.

LizMathew: What about youth

disenchantment amongyoung
people. Doesn’t that concern you?

people? Secondly, if the g

Youth have certainly gone

should

be given reservation, what is
stopping you from giving them
reservation with the present number
of seats?

In almost 80 per cent of the states and
union territories, MLAs have higher salary

Jaipur

up.
their needs and rights. But alongside their
that, they also should be aware of their obli-
gations and duties towards the country.
Young people are the country’s greatest
asset and their participation is essential for
India’s growth.
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Fuller expression
Arapid decline in inflation appears
unlikely even if the war ends
l ndia’s May retail inflation at 3.93%, the high-

estin the current CPI series and roughly a 15-

month high if compared with the previous
series, has begun to reflect the pass-through ef-
fects of surging food and fuel costs more clearly
than in previous months. However, last month’s
wholesale inflation numbers, the first under the
new WPI series and due later this month along-
side India’s first Producer Price Index (PPI),
should reveal how much of the price shock pro-
ducers and wholesalers continue to absorb.
May’s food inflation rose at a faster clip to 4.78%
from 4.20% in April. While transport inflation
rose by 1.75% after a marginal contraction in
April, a subdivision within the sector — transport
services for goods — surged by 7.63%, signalling
growing price pass-through. This was largely dri-
ven by the four tranches of petrol and diesel
price increases beginning in mid-May. Signifi-
cantly, the sharp rise in commercial LPG prices —
by about 1,300 per 19-kg cylinder, representing
an increase of over 75% since February — appears
to be reflected in inflation in the restaurants and
accommodation services category, which stood
at 5.75%, the second-highest division after perso-
nal care and miscellaneous goods and services.
Inflation in the latter category reached 18.46%,
reflecting soaring precious metals prices. Domes-
tic LPG’s second price revision by 329 earlier this
month will likely find a fuller expression in june’s
consumer food price inflation.

Although May’s inflation remains below the
RBI's 4% target and within its 2%-6% tolerance
band, the RBI retained its neutral stance at its lat-
est monetary policy review, signalling concern
over the possibility of further price pressures. Its
intervention in the foreign exchange market
through dollar sales has meanwhile helped shore
up the rupee, Asia’s worst-performing currency
since the U.S.-Israeli conflict with Iran escalated.
The currency, which briefly approached 397 to
the dollar in May, is now trading closer to ¥95-
%96. The Centre may nevertheless draw some
comfort from the fact that core inflation, which
excludes food and fuel, remained relatively con-
tained at around 3.8%-3.9% in May, largely un-
changed from recent months. This coincides
with signs of a U.S.-Iran rapprochement and un-
interrupted shipping through the Hormuz. Yet,
uncertainty persists over whether Iran may im-
pose fees or restrictions on transit through the
waterway, which could keep fuel prices elevated
for energy-importing nations such as India. Even
if crude prices soften, oil marketing companies
are unlikely to immediately reverse retail price
increases as they seek to recover losses. LPG pric-
es, too, may remain sticky. Thus, while the pros-
pects for a durable peace may have improved, a
rapid decline in inflation appears unlikely.

Series of gaps

Distrust of police has led to
underreporting of child sexual abuse
C hild sexual abuse in India remains persis-

tently under-reported and the state res-
ponse to it has shown up trenchant sys-
temic inefficiencies. In over 90% of cases,
including the recent Sulur case in Coimbatore in
which a charge sheet was filed last week, the
threat to a child is from within the family’s trust-
ed circles. Public imagination often fixates on
predatory strangers, which is not conducive to
helping families and communities identify a risk
in time. Migrant and working-class communities
are especially at risk as they are less integrated in
local protective social networks. Second, aban-
doned industrial sites and poorly maintained
common land tend to become crime scenes. But
despite the “Safe City’ project and the recognition
of child-friendly urban development paradigms,
urban redesign still focuses on core areas of ma-
jor metros. The social safety dimensions of urban
wetland restoration, like that of the Noyyal river,
are often overlooked as well. Next, while POCSO
trials are required to conclude within a year of
the special court taking cognisance, POCSO
courts face an 89% pendency rate and conviction
rates have historically ranged between 3% and
30%, undermining confidence in the police and
judiciary. The Sulur case prompted promises of
swift action, but this is only one case; systemic re-
forms to protect vulnerable children remain elu-
sive. In 2024, the NCRB recorded 69,191 POCSO
cases involving more than 70,000 child victims.
Public distrust discourages residents from re-
porting suspicions and encourages families fear-
ing police apathy to search for missing children
themselves, potentially allowing the perpetrators
to hide evidence or flee. Ultimately, when the
state fails to deliver due punishment, the people
perceive the police to be a bureaucratic hurdle,
leaving children more vulnerable. Repeatedly
strengthening penalties merely suppresses re-
porting in most cases where the offender is fami-
liar. Even the 2018 and 2019 amendments to the
POCSO Act reacted to public outrage rather than
considered evidence and focused on harsher
punishments. Both comprehensive longitudinal
data on recidivism and analyses of whether
harsher legal penalties are effective deterrents re-
main scarce. While data collection has improved,
the Ministry of Women and Child Development
has noted that qualitative analyses of acquittals
rarely inform policy changes. Finally, survivors
and families face secondary victimisation from
i iti Iministrative and media
reports. Together with the lack of policing in-
formed by trauma response and stigma, true sa-
fety continues to evade thousands of children
leaving them vulnerable to a cycle of unreported
and unpunished violence.

The hidden history of the Thai-Bharat connection

oday, June 15, marks the 84th

anniversary of a historic meeting we

have allowed ourselves to forget, which

led to the birth of the Indian National
Army (INA). I learned about it on a visit to the
Thai-Bharat Cultural Lodge (TBCL) in Bangkok,
discovering a remarkable, overlooked chapter of
history that reveals Thailand’s vital role as a
neutral, strategic beacon for Indian
revolutionaries seeking refuge from British
colonial rule. From its humble beginnings as a
hub for cultural and intellectual exchange, the
organisation evolved into a cornerstone of the
Indian independence movement, providing the
essential infrastructure for the formation of the
INA.

From culture to cause

The roots of this alliance were sown in 1927
during a historic visit to Siam, now Thailand, by
Gurudev Rabindranath Tagore, who met with
King Prajadhipok (Rama VII). Their dialogue
centred on the deep, enduring connections
between India and Thailand — ancient ties rooted
in religion, philosophy, and shared cultural
narratives such as the Ramayana and the Thai
Ramakien. Inspired by his vision, Prafulla Kumar
Sen, a Bengali scholar who became known as
Swami Satyananda Puri, arrived in Bangkok in
1932.

A brilliant intellectual who had taught at the
University of Calcutta and Visva-Bharati
University, the Swami immersed himself in the
Thai language and culture, mastering it in six
months and becoming an esteemed professor at
Chulalongkorn University. In 1939, he established
the Dharam Ashram, a sanctuary for spiritual and
cultural exchange, which served as a focal point
for the growing Indian diaspora in Bangkok.

In December 1940, this ashram was
transformed into the TBCL. A defining moment in
the organisation’s history occurred shortly after,
when the Indian Tricolour was hoisted at the
Lodge —a bold, defiant gesture that signalled the
arrival of the Indian independence movement in
Thailand and drew strong protests from the
British Ambassador. As the Second World War
descended upon Southeast Asia, the TBCL shifted
from a cultural institution to an active political
base. By late 1941, as Japanese forces advanced,
the Lodge became a nexus for Indian nationalists
and independence activists.

One of the most instrumental figures in this era
was Sardar Giani Pritam Singh, a Sikh missionary
and Ghadar Party veteran who had been
preaching revolutionary ideals among the Indian
diaspora in Bangkok. Operating from gurdwaras
and working closely with the TBCL, Pritam Singh
established vital covert links with Major Iwaichi
Fujiwara, the chief of the Japanese intelligence
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unit, F-Kikan. In December 1941, the Indian
National Council (INC) was founded at the
Silpakorn Theatre in Bangkok by a group of
nationalists associated with the TBCL, with
Swami Satyananda Puri as its president and
Debnath Das as its secretary. This organisation
played a crucial role in coordinating the efforts of
the Indian independence movement, bridging
the gap between civilian aspirations and the
military mobilisation led by the Indian
Independence League (IIL).

Toward organised resistance

The cooperation between these groups
culminated in the historic Bangkok Conference,
which took place between June 15 and June 23,
1942, at the Silpakorn Theatre. This gathering
represented a turning point in the struggle,
bringing together more than a hundred
representatives of Indian communities and
freedom fighters from across Southeast Asia,
including Burma, Malaya, and Singapore.

The conference served three primary
functions. It brought together diverse nationalist
factions under a coherent political and military
fi k, effectively ishing the [IL as the
central body for Indians residing outside of India.
Itadopted a comprehensive 34-point resolution,
which provided the official blueprint for the INA,
stipulating that it would be composed of
volunteers and former prisoners of war and
supervised by the IIL rather than the Japanese
military. The delegates urged Japan to formally
recognise India as an independent nation and
acknowledge the IIL as its sole legitimate
representative, reflecting a strategic effort to
ensure that the independence movement
maintained its own agency despite its reliance on
Japanese support.

The struggle began with a tragedy that shook
the movement to its core. In March 1942, a plane
carrying the Swami and the Sardar, who were en
route to a high-level meeting in Tokyo to secure
further commitments for the movement,
crashed, resulting in their deaths. Their loss was a
devastating blow, yet their sacrifice served to
deepen the resolve of those who remained and
who conferred in June with the Japanese to set up
the INA. Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose’s arrival in
1943 provided the centralised, charismatic, and
revolutionary military leadership needed. He
took command of the IIL and the INA, shifting the
focus from decentralised regional council
discussions toward a unified, disciplined military
and political front designed to launch an armed
struggle for Indian independence.

While the TBCL's roots were in intellectual and
cultural exchange, Netaji’s arrival accelerated the
transition to a mass-mobilisation effort, drawing
in thousands of civilian volunteers and former

prisoners of war who were inspired by his call for
“Total Mobilization”. Under Bose, the
collaboration with the Japanese military was
elevated to a high-stakes diplomatic partnership
aimed at securing full recognition for the
Provisional Government of Free India.

Despite the shift toward a more militarised and
centralised command under Netaji, the TBCL
continued to serve as a vital institutional bridge.
It provided the necessary civilian and cultural
cover for many activities that supported the
broader independence movement. As the war
progressed, the TBCL remained a steadfast centre
for the Indian diaspora, even as the focus of the
struggle moved to the front lines of the INA's
march toward the Indian border. The Lodge
maintained its role as a sanctuary for those
committed to the ideals of independence,
preserving the vision that had been articulated
during the early days of Swami Satyananda Puri’s
tenure — that India’s freedom was inextricably
linked to the broader cause of Asian liberation
from colonial rule.

Keeping history alive

Following the conclusion of the war in 1945, the
TBCL was banned by Allied forces and its leaders
imprisoned. Even after the conclusion of the war
and the dissolution of the INA, the legacy of this
era persisted. Thanks to the tireless efforts of
figures such as Pandit Raghunath Sharma, the
Lodge was successfully re-established in 1946.
The Lodge’s survival serves as a testament to the
fact that the political and military efforts of the
Bose era were supported by the deep-rooted
cultural and social networks fostered in the years
prior. These networks allowed the movement to
survive the vacuum of leadership following the
war and continue to inform the historic
relationship between India and Thailand.

Today, the TBCL remains the only surviving
institution from this era, functioning as a living
archive, housing a precious collection of rare
texts, historical photographs, and documents that
provide an intimate window into the lives of the
Indian families who contributed to the fight for
freedom.

During my visit I was treated to a passionate
tour of the premises by Pandeyji, a descendant of
Indian rajpurohits who had migrated to Thailand
three centuries ago. As he evoked the stories
behind each grainy photograph and historic
document, it became clear that the TBCL stands
not just as a library or a museum, but as a
monument to the enduring friendship between
the people of Thailand and the Indian diaspora —
a symbol of the shared courage and
determination that defined one of the most
critical, yet often forgotten, chapters of the global
anti-colonial movement.

The ‘seven-point 1Q opportunity’ for Indian children

hat if we could increase the 1Q of
w India’s future generations by seven

points with a pivot in the
understanding of early childhood development
under the Anganwadi system?

For decades, India’s early childhood agenda
has focused on ensuring that children survive
early childhood, reducing under-five mortality
from 43 in 2012 to 32 in 2020 (UNICEF and World
Bank data) with sufficient inputs invested toward
their health, nutrition, immunisation and
sanitation conditions. The Anganwadi system
reflects these priorities at scale: approximately
eight crore children (ages 0-6 years) receive
supplementary nutrition, growth monitoring and
health services, alongside counselling and home
visits for their parents. However, body and brain
development in the early years do not proceed on
separate tracks.

Early childhood development is an ecological
process in which nutrition, health, and early
learning interact dynamically with each other
through the body, brain, and environment. The
developing brain is highly energy-intensive,
consuming nearly one-fifth of the body’s energy
atrest. In the first year alone, grey matter volume
increases by 149% and the cerebellum by 240% as
millions of synapses form in regions associated
with movement, language, and planning.

Middle-income evidence is clear
Paediatric research in Jamaica in the 1980s
provided hard academic evidence to an idea that
many cultures already understood. Researchers
working with stunted children found that
nutritional supplementation improved physical
health alone, but adding regular psychosocial
stimulation (love-talk-play and responsive
interaction) resulted in stronger cognitive gains.
Similar findings emerged in India from a birth
cohort study in Vellore (250 children followed
from birth to age 9) where children stunted early
in life performed worst on later cognitive
assessments, but those who recovered physically
also showed better cognitive outcomes.
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International research on enteric dysfunction
and poor sanitation has shown that nutritional
inputs are mediated by the child’s environment.
A child’s body may receive food, but infection,
inflammation, toxic exposure and deprivation of
stimulation can adversely influence this very
nutrition. In studies in Vellore, children with iron
deficiency or high lead exposure in early life,
score lower on developmental and cognitive
assessments, even when their height and weight
appear normal. It is not simply what children eat
that matters, but whether their bodies can absorb
and use it. Yet, numbers on a growth chart never
tell the full story. The quality of the home
environment — how much they are talked to, read
to, played with and emotionally supported, keeps
emerging as a stronger predictor of cognitive
outcomes than diet alone.

Most encouragingly, exposure to structured
preschool and early stimulation has the potential
to transform a generation. Children in the Vellore
cohort who attend preschool regularly for 18 to
24 months, including in Anganwadi centres, are
scoring seven IQ units higher on cognitive tests
than those not attending preschool, even after
accounting for poverty, maternal education and
early stunting. In a similar Brazilian birth cohort,
children who received structured preschool had
higher cognition scores by eight units at age five.
This is powerful evidence that stimulation and
nutrition have strong, independent effects and
amplify each other when both are fulfilled.

A role for Anganwadis

Indian policymakers are responding to new
evidence quickly. The Anganwadi system has
started to incorporate this broader understanding
of holistic early childhood development into its
core design. This shift is most visible in the
rollout of national frameworks such as
Aadharshila and Navchetana and programmes
such as Poshan Bhi Padhai Bhi. They are critical
inputs in redefining neighbourhood Anganwadis
as vibrant early childhood education centres that
nourish both mind and body. Aadharshila

strengthens play-based preschool education
within centres, while Navchetana extends early
stimulation into the home, equipping caregivers
‘with simple, science-based ways to support
development through everyday interactions.

In clinical practice, we offer these frameworks
to parents everyday, helping to turn routine
moments into opportunities for learning. We
encourage the integration of Navchetana’s
“loving, talking and playing” into daily life while
feeding, cooking or playing with children. The
home lays the foundation of early language,
cognition and socio-emotional skills in the first
three years, and Anganwadis deepen it through
structured play-based activities, storytelling and
peer learning from ages three to six.

Systemic ¢ ity mobilisation initiati
such as Poshan Pakhwada conducted in April
2026 by the Ministry of Women and Child
Development focus on promoting early
stimulation for brain development, play-based
education in the early years, and the role of
parents and communities in reducing screen
exposure and strengthening engagement with
Anganwadis. The campaign signals that early
childhood development is not confined to centres
or programmes, but depends on what happens
within households and neighbourhoods.

Building futures

An “ecological” approach uplifts families as much
as it strengthens children. Reliable childcare gives
mothers the time, the confidence and the
opportunity to work, study or contribute
economically. In Vellore, we have seen women
trained as childcare workers gain both dignity
and livelihood, creating a virtuous circle of care.
‘When the kitchen, classroom and créche align,
children flourish, women work and communities
thrive.

For a Viksit Bharat, progress cannot rest on
calories alone. The physical and interactive
learning and playing environments in homes,
Anganwadis and communities must be as
enriching as the meals they receive.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Safeguarding shipping
While the protection of
maritime routes and the
enforcement of sanctions

diplomatic channels over
confrontation to ensure that
the lives of merchant sailors

“The demands of beauty”
(June 14), made for realistic
and engaging reading.

use of chemicals and
pesticides, both harmful to
health.

In a world obsessed with

prioritised over inner
well-being. The finest
cosmetics and make-up

when gyms, spas and
beauty products were
largely unknown. Yet, they

are matters of international
policy, the use of lethal
force against merchant
ships — especially those
with documented
connections to neutral
nations — is a dangerous
escalation. It is imperative
that all parties prioritise

are protected and that
international maritime
commerce is not treated as
collateral damage in
geopolitical disputes,

Ram Kumar Viswanathan,
Bengaluru

Surface appearances
The ‘Open Page’ article,

Today, gyms and spas have
become ubiquitous. Sadly,
even fruits and vegetables
are not spared in the
pursuit of appearance. They
may look attractive on the
outside, but are often
tasteless within, their
natural fragrance
diminished by the excessive

offer only temporary
enhancement. Our
ancestors lived in an era

appearances, physical
beauty is frequently

Corrections & Clarifications

In the Data Point, “A World Cup like no other” (Opinion page, June 9,
2026); the photograph of Cristiano Ronaldo was used instead of Ronaldo
Nazario.

The Readers’ Editors office can be contacted by Teléphane:

were often healthier and,

arguably, looked better

than we do today. Nothing

can truly replace the

original.

Balasubramaniam Pavani,

Secunderabad

Letters emailed to

letters@thehindu.co.in

must carry the postal address.
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Towards a fair; efficient insolvency regime

he outline of India’s

Insolvency and

Bankruptcy Code (IBC)

has long been
demarcated by an innate stiffness
between the inevitability to
preserve distraught companies
and the necessity to safeguard the
interests of creditors. This
contradiction is often cited as the
‘Chakravyuha Challenge’— a
structural paradox by which the
£Conomy eases a company’s entry
into the system but forms
formidable formal fences when it
wishes to exit.

From the Sick Industrial
Companies Act, which
demonstrated a
debtor-in-possession model and
had been plagued by promoter
misuse, to the creditor-in-control
model of the IBC, the historical
flight of such laws reflects an
incessant effort to improve the
balance. Though the IBC aimed at
providing time-bound resolutions,
it has fallen short due to
protracted litigation and
procedural lapses. In light of this,
the 2026 Amendment to the IBC
presents the Creditor-Initiated
Insolvency Resolution Process
(CIIRP), a hybrid apparatus
attempting to espouse
debtor-in-possession topographies
with the creditor-in-control model.
Nevertheless, the amendment’s
restrictive framework bounds
initiation rights to only a fine class
of financial creditors belonging to
“notified financial institutions”,
thereby inviting constitutional
contests and economic ineptitude.

Swift yet stringent alternative
The CIIRP is a clever attempt to
address financial crisis without the
value-destroying disruption of
typical liquidation proceedings by
allowing the current management
to maintain control over activities
under the supervision of a
resolution specialist. In order to
reduce judicial intervention and
procedural delays, the IBC
established the CIIRP procedure
by adding Sections 54C to 54P.
Significantly, the change is a
legislative response to the ruling in

Vinay Juneja

Course Director, PG
MBA and Assistant
Professor (Law) at
Maharashtra National
Law University
Mumbai

Shweta Bhuyan

Research Assistant
(Law) and PhD
Scholar, Maharashtra
National Law
University Mumbai

India can make
an efficient
insolvency
system that
benefits
everyone by
using a
universal CIIRP
model based on
financial interest
instead of
institutional
identity

Vidarbha Industries. The National
Company Law Tribunal (NCLT)
was formerly given discretionary

Insolvency Resolution Process
(CIRP) just to protect their
financial interests. This

authority via the inter of
“may” in Section 7(5)(a), which
permitted it to postpone or reject
admission even in cases where
debt and default were proven.
This has now been replaced by the
required “shall” via the 2026
amendment, thereby compelling
the NCLT to accept cases based on
information utility records. As a
less disruptive restructuring
instrument, the CIIRP is an
appealing, if exclusive, resort for
creditors because corporate
debtors experiencing transitory
liquidity crises suddenly lack the
breathing room to fight initiation.

However, by limiting the ability
to start the CIIRP only for “notified
financial institutions,” the Act
creates an arbitrary hierarchy
within the class of financial
creditors. Although the distinction
between financial and operational
creditors was previously
maintained in Swiss Ribbons via
the “intelligible differentia”
standard of Article 14, this
sub-classification is essentially
different. The government’s
argument that “notified”
institutions have special
knowledge is out of date;
sophisticated investors with the
ability to perform in-depth
restructuring analysis can be
found in today’s financial markets.
The Act runs the danger of being
overturned as arbitrary since it
does not explain why these
excluded parties are less able to
promote resolutions that
maximise value.

Operational and smaller
financial creditors are significantly
disenfranchised under the current
arrangement as they are already at
the bottom of the repayment
priority list. Smaller creditors may
be forced to the sidelines of
restructuring talks as a result of
the CIIRP’s propensity to
concentrate bargaining power in
the hands of notified institutions.
It compels non-notified creditors
to undertake the more aggressive
and disruptive Corporate

compromises the equity of the
entire insolvency ecosystem.

The way ahead

The Indian method is mysteriously
constrictive. The U.S. Chapter 11
and the U.K’s Part 26A
restructuring plans base their
access on objective financial
conditions rather than the
regulatory identity of the creditor.
A wide range of stakeholders can
participate in the restructuring
process in both the U.S. and the
U.K. as long as they meet certain
requirements. India’s choice to
restrict initiation rights to a
particular group of creditors is an
anomaly that deters foreign
investors from participating
because they believe that the
Indian market is intrinsically
skewed against their asset classes.
The law gives notified institutions
procedural dominance, which
makes Inter-Creditor Agreements
less clear and informal
negotiations less fair. If a lender
who hasn’t been notified is put on
hold, they have to file for formal
CIRP to protect their capital.

There must be a “universal
CIHRP” with a “default-neutral
initiation rule”. This proposal does
away with regulatory status and
replaces it with a threshold based
on financial exposure. Any
financial creditor could start the
process as long as they get the
support of creditors holding at
least 51% of the total financial
debt. This takes care of
constitutional issues while keeping
a strong protection against
one-sided, malicious filings.

By adding debtor-in-possession
features, the 2026 amendment
shows that the pure
creditor-in-control model doesn’'t
keep business value. But the
‘notified institution’ criteria could
hurt these gains. India can make
an efficient insolvency system that
benefits everyone by using a
universal CIIRP model based on
financial interest instead of
institutional identity.

Pawar struggles: parties in flux

Internal dissent, diminishing power, and leadership crises mar the two NCPs

STATE OF PLAY

Vinava Deshpande Pandit

tionalist Congress Party

(NCP) is at a crossroads.
The party, which was formed
by Sharad Pawar in 1999, has
been a strong regional force,
being in power for 20 of the 27
years of its existence, in al-
liance with parties across the
ideological spectrum. Its split
in 2023 led to a majority of the
leaders and cadre turning to
Ajit Pawar, who had joined
hands with the Bharatiya Jana-
ta Party (BJP). He claimed ow-
nership of the original party,
which the top court eventually
ratified. Sharad Pawar was
thus left with only a fraction of
the party’s strength, and had
to float a new party named the
NCP-SP (Nationalist Congress
Party-Sharadchandra Pawar).
He now looks to his daughter
Supriya Sule to lead the party,
as a young and comparatively
inexperienced grand-nephew,
Rohit Pawar, tries to flex his
muscles in Baramati and
beyond. Away from power,
the cadre and its leaders are in
a state of disarray.

After the split in 2023, Ajit
Pawar proved his mettle in the
State in the 2024 elections,
while Sharad Pawar’s party
dominated in the Lok Sabha
polls. But the sudden demise
of Ajit Pawar earlier this year
dealt a heavy blow to both
parties as their leaders admit-
ted that talks of a merger were
underway when Ajit Pawar
was alive. Today, Ajit Pawar’s
NCP has been inherited by his
politically inexperienced wife,
Sunetra Pawar, who continues
to be a part of the Mahayuti
government led by the BJP.
She is Maharashtra’s first wo-
man Deputy Chief Minister. A
massive sympathy wave got
her elected by a national re-

l n Maharashtra, the Na-

Maharashtra

cord during her first Assembly
election (by-polls) in April this
year from Baramati; none of
the major parties fielded any
candidate against her. The Ba-
ramati constituency is consi-
dered to be a bastion of the Pa-
wars, with Ajit Pawar being
elected as its legislator for
eight consecutive terms.

The possibility of a merger
between the two NCPs has
now faded, largely due to the
interpersonal relations within
the Pawar family. During his
address on the foundation day
last week, Sharad Pawar start-
ed his speech by takinga dig at
his former party over their
full-page advertisements in all
the major newspapers.

A new dynamic
In the NCP, the murmurs in
the power corridors about Su-
netra Pawar being highly in-
fluenced by her son, Parth Pa-
war, who is a political novice,
cannot be ignored. Several
complaints of his high-handed
behaviour, rude nature, and
efforts to sideline experienced
leaders are being heard within
the party. Party leaders also
point to the undue influence
of its alliance partner — the
BJP. If the party continues to
be handled this way, disrup-
tions are likely to be seen by
the 2029 elections, leaders
opine. Meanwhile, Sunetra Pa-
war warned against ‘undue in-
terference’ in the party during
her foundation day address.
The cadre is also unhappy
with  opportunities being
doled out to ‘outsiders’. Re-

cently, Parth Pawar’s friend
Vikram Kakade was given the
Legislative Council seat from
Pune, much to the opposition
of the local leadership.

However, in the NCP-SP,
there is no doubt as to who is
in charge — Sharad Pawar. He
is a beacon of hope for the dis-
gruntled elements in the NCP.
At the party’s foundation day
celebration in South Mumbai’s
YB Chavan auditorium, the oc-
togenarian’s large cut-outs
were prominently displayed.
Supriya Sule stayed away from
the stage, and did not deliver
an address. She did however
wait for photo opportunities
with the party workers after
the event. Rohit Pawar, even
though seated on the stage,
spoke briefly and left imme-
diately after the event to
launch a protest. He appealed
to party workers to struggle as
an effective opposition, ad-
ding that the fruits of power
enjoyed by the NCP were tran-
sient in nature. He glorified
the value of struggle in Maha-
rashtra’s  history, lauding
those who had stayed with
Sharad Pawar after the split.

Thereafter, Sharad Pawar
went on to praise Jawaharlal
Nehru, Indira Gandhi and Ra-
jiv Gandhi in his speech, slam-
ming Prime Minister Narendra
Modi for comparing himself
with Jawaharlal Nehru. This
was significant given the con-
sistent speculations about the
likelihood of his party merg-
ing with the Congress.

Today, the family, which
has chartered Maharashtra’s
electoral landscape for more
than four decades, lacks ro-
bust leadership, and is also
dealing with the raw political
ambition of the younger gen-
eration which lacks political
experience. This, even as their
leaders accuse each other of
further splits and mergers.

vinaya.deshpande@thehindu.co.in

Making sense of the biggest IPO in history

SpaceXs grand entry has raised concerns over the relaxation of rules enabling wealth concentration in the hands of a few

DATA POINT

Pon Vasanth B.A.

Sambavi Parthasarathy
itika Francis

echnopreneur Elon Musk,
T who was already the pla-

net’s richest person, be-
came the world’s first trillionaire
with his company SpaceX's stock
market debut on June 12, 2026.
The company saw the biggest-ever
initial public offering (IPO) in his-
tory.

However, SpaceX’s entry has al-
so raised concerns over the com-
pany’s valuation; the relaxation of
rules that enables the company to
enter indices like the Nasdag-100;
and the increasing concentration
of wealth among a few. New York
City’s mayor Zohran Mamdani, in
a cryptic reaction on X said, “Rea-
son #1,000,000,000,000 why we
should tax the rich”.

SpaceX’s market capitalisation,
now estimated over $2 trillion is
less than the Gross Domestic Pro-
duct of only 11 countries in the
world, an indication of the un-
equal distribution of wealth
(Chart 1). Additionally, Mr. Musk
had merged his companies Star-
link and xAI (which includes X)
with SpaceX before he planned
the IPO. As of Friday, SpaceX was
the sixth largest company in terms
of market capitalisation (Table 1).
However, as the table shows, it is
the only loss-making company in
the list.

Among the three companies
that are part of SpaceX, Starlink is
the only company that has report-
ed profits last year, leading many
to express concerns that Mr. Musk
has managed to sell the potential
of his company, which includes
building data centres, instead of its
actual track record (Table 2).

If one were to place SpaceX’s
IPO in Indian terms, the initial of-
fering of all the top 100 IPOs in In-
dia would not match the $75 bil-
lion raised by the U.S. giant on
Friday.

Soaring disparity

The data for the charts were sourced from Space Exploration

Corp’s Securities and Exchange C

Nasdag, Renaissance Capital, World Bank, India Budget and Forbes

filings,

CHART 1: SpaceX's market capitalisation is greater than the GDP of 157 of

the 168 countries analysed based on available World Bank data
I <0.25 the size of SpaceX HEEI 0.25to 0.75x M 0.75 to 0.9x

1to2x I >2x

India’s economy is 1..
times bigger than SpaceX

CHART 2: The chart shows the net worth (in $ million) of five of the most

richest persons in the world
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CHART 3: The 25 biggest-ever IPOs in history in terms of values of shares
offered (in $ million). SpaceX is nearly four-times bigger than Aramco

CHART 4: The 10 biggest IPOs from India in terms of the total value of shares offered
(in % crore). They do not add to even a tenth of the $75 billion raised by SpaceX

Hyundai Motor India Limited 27,858.8
Life Insurance Corporation of India (LIC) 20,557.2
Oneg7 Communications 18,300
Vodafone Idea Ltd 18,000
Tata Capital Ltd 15,5119
Coal India Ltd 15,199.4

Yes Bank Ltd 15,000

HDB Financial Services Limited 12,500

LG Electronics Ind... 11,607
Swiggy Limited 11,327.4
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FIFTY YEARS AGO JUNE 15, 1976
US. planning arms aid to
Kenya, Zaire

‘Washington, June 14: The United States is on the

fighter aircraft.

a military aid prog for

Kenya and Zaire under which those two nations
would become the first African countries below
the Sahara (besides Angola) to receive weapons
and military training from the U.S.

Reports reaching here from Brussels said the
U.S. Defence Secretary, Mr. Donald Rumsfeld,
who was attending meetings at the NATO
headquarters was now en route to Nairobi and
Kinshasa, to discuss with African leaders there,
their military equipment needs.

The Rumsfeld trip to Africa, which comes not
long after the Secretary of State, Dr. Kissinger’s
own visit to that continent, apparently has more
or less the same purpose — prevent African
nations from going the Angola way into the
Soviet orbit of influence.

But while Dr. Kissinger sought to do this by
diplomatic means and by promising moral and
economic support to the Africans’ struggle
against white oppression in such places as
Rhodesia, Namibia and South Africa, Mr.
Rumsfeld apparently is trying to achieve the
same thing by promising American military aid
to selected African countries which perceive a
need for them as security against neighbours
who have Soviet connections.

There is a Soviet presence in Somalia which is
Kenya'’s north-eastern neighbour. Zaire borders
‘Angola, whose leaders have not forgotten that
Zaire backed the pro-Western rebels during the
recent civil war. While Zaire is said to be seeking
American anti-tank weapons for ground
defence, Kenya is said to be interested in U.S.

TABLE 1: The
80000~ — five biggest
i ) companies in
= terms of market 1
SpaceX italisatic -
60000 their revenues, 2 | Alphabet 435 13217
and income 3 Apple 4.27 112,01
4 Microsoft 2.90 101.83
40000 5 Amazon 2.56 77.60
Alibaba Aramco 6 SpaceX 2.10 -4.94
i & TpLes; p— ;
2°°°°L @ - Starlink is the Sl Operating incomi
. _ @ @ only company
Gy Go et SpaceX 4,086 0657
200‘0 20'05 20‘10 2(;15 20‘20 20‘25 reported profits. Starlink 11.387 4423
Year in the last year XAl 3201 ~6.355
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A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JUNE 15, 1926
A new lightship

Rangoon, June 14: A new lightship known as
‘China Bakir’ lightship to be stationed at the
mouth of the Rangoon river is being erected by
the Port Commissioners. The vessel which has a
candle power of 50,000 is reported to be
unique of its kind in the East in respect of up to
date arrangements and labour saving devices.
Special care has been taken to make the ship’s
light visible under the most favourable
circumstances. The vessel is expected to be
leted within the next three months.
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NEWS IN NUMBERS

South Lebanon

villages issued
evacuation order

THE:

= HINDU

Number of years since  Wells mobilised to Worth of Baghdad Offenders arrested
last Maharashtra Road  aid local residents airport project in law enforcement
Safety Council meet in Maharashtra cancelled by Iraq actions in T.

The Israeli military on Sunday
29 issued evacuation warnings

for residents of 29 villages in
southern Lebanon ahead of planned
strikes. The military’s Arabic-language
spokesman, Colonel Avichay Adraee,
issued two successive warnings — first for
13 villages, then for 16 more, with the
second targeting communities north of the
Zahrani river. e

Maharashtra has not convened its
3 statutory State Road Safety Council

meeting in over three years, despite
reporting over one lakh accidents and
more than 50,000 deaths during the
period, as per officials. The last meeting
was held on April 4, 2023. Since then, over
38 months have passed without a single
meeting, even though the rules mandate
that it meet at least once in six months. e

The Latur district
l l administration has deployed

three tankers and acquired
151 wells to supply water to residents
facing scarcity during the peak summer
here in Maharashtra, officials said on
Sunday. A private and two
government-operated tankers have been
making six trips daily to supply water to
the affected areas. o1

in $ million. Iragi PM Ali
764 al-Zaidi has decided to

cancel the Baghdad
International Airport ds project

inspecting the

1,238
reporters after
9

after corruption suspicions were raised,
Iraqi state media reported. The project
involves a $764 million contract awarded
to a consortium of Luxembourg-based
Corporacion America Airports and Iragi real
estate firm Amwaj International. reurers

y work for the g
exhibition here, Tamil Nadu Minister for
School Education and Tamil Development
Rajmohan on Sunday revealed that recent
law enforcement actions have led to the
arrest of 1,238 offenders in the State. pn
COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM
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Can India protect its seafarers in Gulf?

How many Indian seafarers are working in the Gulf region? What happened to the three vessels attacked by the US. Navy? What sanctions were imposed on

some ships? Does the foreign-flag status of the vessels limit India’s options? Do international maritime laws protect civilian crews?

EXPLAINER

M. Kalyanaraman

The story so far:
n June 12, after India
summoned U.S. Embassy
representative Jason Meeks
and lodged its “strong protest”
against U.S. missile attacks on merchant
vessels carrying Indian crew members,
U.S. Secretary of State Marco Rubio told
External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar that
violations of the American blockade and
“illicit transport of Iranian oil” would not
be tolerated. Recalling his discussion with
Mr. Rubio, Mr. Jaishankar posted on X: “1
reiterated India’s strong protest at the
attacks by the U.S. Navy in the Gulf that
killed three Indian mariners. Such lethal
actions against commercial shipping are
not justified.”

How many Indians are working on
merchant vessels globally?
There are an estimated 3.5 lakh Indian
seafarers manning ships across the world.
The Indian government estimates that
more than half of them are in active
service, mostly in foreign-flagged ships.
This means one in every six seafarers
serving on large merchant ships
worldwide is Indian. The International
Maritime Organization (IMO) estimates
that some 20,000 seafarers of all
nationalities are stranded on ships in the
Persian Gulf region. The DG Shipping of
India estimated at the start of the crisis
that some 23,000 Indian seafarers are
serving in the broader Gulf region in
various capacities and facilities, with the
UAE accounting for more than half.

What happened to the three vessels
targeted by the U.S.?

On June 8, 10, and 11, the U.S. Navy fired
precision munitions — Hellfire missiles —
on merchant vessels Marivex, Settebello,
and Jalveer. The three were tankers
carrying Indian crew. While no one was
hurt in the case of Marivex and Jalveer,
three Indian seafarers — one chief
engineer, one engine fitter, and one deck
cadet — died onboard Settebello. While
Marivex was attacked off the coast of
Duqm, some 400 nautical miles from the
Strait of Hormuz, the others were
attacked off the coast of Shinas in Oman,
which is closer to the strait.

Videos put out by the United States
Central Command (Centcom) show the
engine rooms of the ships being hit as
well as the steering compartments. These
attacks damaged the vessels above the
waterline, so water didn’t rush in to sink
them. But their ability to move and
manoeuvre on their own was lost.

In its press releases, the U.S. Centcom
has said the crew of Settebello and Marivex
refused to comply with instructions and
all of them violated the blockade by
attempting to transport Iranian oil.
Marivex attempted to sail to an Iranian
port, it claimed.

While the Marivex crew is reported to
have informed seafarers’ unions that their
ship was at anchor while attacked,
Settebello’s manager, 10S Marine FZE, a
firm registered in Ajman, has flatly
contradicted the U.S. The company has
said Settebello was stationary for nearly 10
days in the region. It said the ship had no
communication from the U.S. Navy and
had no connection with Iranian oil or
ports.

‘What sanctions were imposed on
these ships?
Marivex was sanctioned by the U.S. in

o »

The Palau-fla;
crew members were killed in the strike. ni

gged tanker MT Settebello, carrying 24 Indian seafal

Kamlawati Devi, mother of one of three Indian seafarers killed aboard the tanker MT Settebello, mourns

at her home in Deoria, Uttar Pradesh, on June 12. REUTERS

December 2025 for Iranian connections.
Settebello had been flagged by a U.S.
non-profit advocacy organisation, United
Against Nuclear Iran, for alleged Iranian
links. U.S. sanctions are not binding on
any other country besides the U.S.,
although the U.S. Treasury Department’s
sanctions make it difficult for the
companies associated with the concerned
ship to access the financial system and
other business transactions. Quite often,
sanctioned ships lose insurance cover,
without which ports will not accept calls
by the ships, and charterers will refuse to
handle cargo through them.

There have been reports of
non-compliance of these ships with some
maritime regulations. Typically, such
violations, not uncommon in merchant
shipping, relate to safety aspects. And
ships are typically given time to remedy
them before the consequences of losing
insurance cover can kick in.

Does the foreign-flag status of the

vessels limit India’s options?

They all carried foreign flags of

convenience (FOCs) but had deep Indian

links, including in ownership and
In merchant shi

are often registered in little-known

nations with no infrastructure to

rigorously supervise and monitor ships.

Popular FOCs include Panama, Marshall

, ships

Islands, Liberia, and Guinea-Bissau. Such
FOCs are also popular among ships
transporting Russian and Iranian oil.

Yes, technically, an Indian flagged ship
will provide legal sanction for possible
action. The U.S., during the Iran-Iraq war,
ordered many ships to change their flag to
the U.S. so it could legally escort the ships
in and out of the Strait of Hormuz. But the
Indian Navy has acted against Houthis
and Somalian pirates to help Indian
seafarers onboard foreign-lagged ships.

Further, Marivex and Jalveer were often
serving Indian ports, facilitating India’s
enormous oil needs. Soon after the
ceasefire was announced in early April,
Marivex headed out of the Strait of
Hormuz to call on Mangalore. Jalveer is a
bitumen carrier — a special type of ship
that carries tar-bitumen, popular in laying
Indian roads.

Were other options available for the
us.2

In the last week of April, the U.S. Navy
boarded Tifani, a sanctioned very large
crude carrier in the Indian Ocean past Sri
Lanka. The ship had an Indian crew.

This week, UK. forces boarded Smyrtos
on the English Channel for its alleged
links to drug cartels, Russian oil, and so
on.

Merchant ships are defenceless.
Typically, merchant ships have wireless

- T - — _ — "
rers, was attacked by U.S. forces off the coast of Oman near the Strait of Hormuz. Three Indian

channels open for communication with
nearby vessels and any instructions from
governments and Navies and Coast Guard
vessels are immediately complied with.
Seafarers are trained to protect crew,
cargo and the ship.

Somalian pirates coming in small craft
and carrying firearms could easily board
and seize massive oil tankers. The only
evasive action ships have against attackers
is a high-pressure water jet they can direct
at them.

‘What can India do to protect Indian
seafarers in the region?

India did launch Operation Sankalp to
protect merchant ships against Houthi
attacks. Indian Navy and Coast Guard
intervened to protect four merchant ships
in 2024. India did take action against
Somalian pirates. But the belligerents in
the Persian Gulf are the U.S. and Iran.
Therefore, India’s options are rather
limited.

Does international maritime law
adequately protect civilian crews?
The nodal agency for regulating global
shipping is the IMO, a United Nations
agency. Though the IMO has the means to
regulate the technical, commercial,
environmental and safety aspects of
global shipping through consensus and
rulemaking, it has often fallen short in
protecting ships and seafarers. Quite
often, national governments take
unilateral action, and typical of an UN
agency, the IMO has been unable to act to
prevent or take remedial action.

The law governing the oceans is the
United Nations Convention on the Law of
the Sea (UNCLOS). Its acts and mandates
are extensive and are an outcome of
decades of negotiations and
consensus-building. UNCLOS is thorough
and considers various situations,
including transits across straits such as
the Hormuz. But many nations have not
signed on to it. The U.S. refused to sign it
on the grounds that UNCLOS considers
the deep seabed as the commons. Iran
has signed the convention but has not
ratified it. There really is no overarching
body for enforcement. Things are often
left to the good sense of governments.

THE GIST

v

India has protested U.S. missile
attacks on three merchant
vessels carrying Indian crew in
the Gulf, in which three Indian
seafarers aboard Settebello
were killed.

v

The U.S. says the vessels
violated its blockade and were
involved in transporting Iranian
oil, but ship operators have
disputed these claims and said
some of the vessels were
stationary when attacked.

v

With about 23,000 Indian
seafarers in the Gulf region,
India has limited options
because the vessels were
foreign-flagged, while
international maritime bodies
and laws have limited
enforcement powers in such
situations.
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The success of Amazon, the largest e-commerce retailer in the world, can be credited at least in part to drop shipping practices. REUTERS

What is drop shipping, and what are the
risks for online shoppers?

Drop shipping allows online individuals or agents who do not hold any products to take customer orders and pass them on to other makers or

sellers, inserting themselves into the transaction as middlemen; while legal in most jurisdictions, the practice can expose customers to several risks

Sahana Venugopal

hile scrolling through

Instagram Reels, you

naturally pause when an

attractive product catches
your eye: a sleek laptop bag for travel, a
cheap set of popular novels, an ultra-fast
wireless charger on sale, beautifully
embroidered linen shirts, or
leather-bound notebooks with custom
gold foil inscriptions. Before you know it,
you are entering your credit card number
or UPI PIN.

Caught up in your shopping spree, you
may not have checked the true origin of
the product or other customers’ reviews
of the seller. What’s more, you may not
even realise that the “company” you paid
is just a decorated webpage created with
Al and owned by a person who does not
hold a single product.

This is the economy of drop shipping:
the business practice that allows almost
anyone with an internet connection to sell
products that come from others.

Here is what you should know as a
customer.

‘What is drop shipping?

This is a business practice where an
online individual or agent — who does not
hold any product — takes orders from
customers and passes them on to another
maker/seller who actually holds the
product. The product is then delivered to
the customers, either by the original
makery/seller or a third-party delivery
service. To put it simply, the drop shipper
inserts itself into the transaction as a
middleman. One or even multiple drop
shippers might stand between buyers and
the original makers of the product they
want.

The success of Amazon, the largest
e-commerce retailer in the world, can be
credited at least in part to drop shipping
practices. In its earliest days, Amazon did
not commandeer giant international
warehouses packed with products; rather,

the company was a web-based
middleman that fulfilled many customers’
orders by sourcing the books they
wanted.

Though Amazon’s product delivery
model has drastically evolved, the

first, but it is in vogue for a number of
reasons.
Buyers trying to ind ly source

influencers, marketers, and sellers can
blur quickly on social media. Some drop
hippers also ask customers to contact

foreign products from a wholesaler might
be forced to order more than they need,
or contend with complicated customs

allows drop shi to take
place via its platform. Other channels,
such as Shopify, also enable drop
shipping and help users manage the
logistics. Alternatively, drop shipping
might take place through channels such
as WhatsApp, Instagram, Facebook, and
lesser-known websites.

In essence, if you have ever bought any
product online, there’s a chance that you
placed your order through a drop shipper
rather than the original seller.

How does drop shipping work?

Drop shippers can work with both
domestic and international
manufacturers and customers. Some try
to fill an existing gap in their local market
(such as affordable school textbooks),
some capitalise on market trends (such as
the popularity of iPhone cases), and
others build hype around rarer products
(such as foreign luxury fashion). Most
importantly, the drop shipper does not
need to buy or store any of the products
they are selling.

Drop shipping has become a popular
source of income for both public-facing

creators ising their
virality as well as private marketers
looking for discreet revenue streams.
What's more, with Al automating many
customer services and harvesting
business insights, drop shipping feels like
something that almost anyone with an
internet connection can try out.

In addition to promoting products and
setting up online storefronts, drop
shippers may also buy/sell courses that
reveal current market trends, customer
interests, trusted wholesalers, and useful
Al tools, in order to generate further
profits.

Drop shipping might look illogical at

lations and fees. They also may not
know if the original seller is legitimate, or
might be unable to communicate with
them due to a language barrier.

However, placing orders through a
vetted drop shipper with a user-friendly
web page eases some of these worries.
‘What's more, legitimate drop shippers
regularly carry out quality assurance tests
of their own, and should ideally become a
customer support layer of sorts in order
to resolve any complaints.

Is drop shipping legal?

Drop shipping is legal in most
jurisdictions, as long as the participants
involved ensure transparency and comply
with their region’s tax laws.

Instagram’s commerce eligibility
requirements state that the users’
Facebook Pages or Instagram professional
accounts must contain product listings
that are available for direct purchase from
the user’s website. In case buyers are
being directed to another website, the
user must provide the domain through
which they sell, and their channels must
represent the shop associated with the
domain.

But now that it is possible to create
entire shopfronts and e-commerce
websites in minutes with just some cheap
domains and a few Al coding prompts,
Instagram drop shippers can easily
present themselves as original sellers and
offload customer orders to other sellers.
Videos of workers sorting through

d pack or Reels of
happily holding up stacks of paper that
they claim are customer orders, can
mislead social media shoppers into
thinking they are dealing directly with a
trusted seller.

Ultimately, the line separating

them via WhatsApp, to take their
communication off the app. Buyers may
not know where their products are
actually coming from or how their data
privacy rights are being eroded. And as
supply chain transparency is lost, drop
shipping operations can quickly slide into
a legal grey area or end up in criminal
violations.

Some risks include scams targeting
customers, as well as scams targeting
drop shippers. Original sellers and drop
shippers may both inflate product prices.

Drop shippers might also work with
wholesalers sending out
defective/rejected products.
Furthermore, drop shippers may
unknowingly promote pirated/counterfeit
products. Hyper-realistic Al product
images can mislead both customers and
casual drop shippers.

Meanwhile, delivery timelines can be
long — if the product even arrives at all.
The drop shipper may not be required to
take responsible for any safety or hygiene
standards that have to be maintained
while shipping the products.

‘Adding to this, multiple drop shipping
layers in different countries can
inadvertently lead to sanctions violations.
In case of complaints, cancellations, or
refund requests, customers may have no
choice except to cut their losses and move
on.
Other dangers include pyramid
schemes to recruit more drop shippers,
or even cyber-crimes via phishing and
hacks, as the customers’ payment
information is shared with multiple
parties without their informed consent.

So, the next time you spot a book
influencer on Instagram promoting a
handy new reading light, or stumble
across an excited founder surrounded by
sacks of customer orders, take a few
minutes to do your research and find out
‘who is really selling you the product.
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Marking the birth anniversary of Mona Lisa, this quiz explores art, history, symbolism,
and enduring mysteries surrounding Leonardo da Vinci's most famous portrait

Prathmesh Kher

, heavily

employed in the Mona b
A Lisa, creates the Jﬁélj, .
QUESTION 1 painting’s 1
Who is widely believed characteristic soft b -
to be the woman transitions between _h R
depicted in the Mona light and shadow? {
Lisa? A \ (@
N QUESTION 5 ) 1
QUESTION 2 Which French king

Around what year is
Leonardo da Vinci

acquired the Mona Lisa
for the royal

believed to have begun collection?

painting the Mona Lisa? | w

1 S QUESTION 6
QUESTION 3 What major event in
What is the 1911 dramatically
approximate size of the increased the

Mona Lisa? painting’s worldwide
A fame?

QUESTION 4

Which artistic

Questions and Answers to
the previous day’s daily
quiz: 1. Which Goalkeeper
holds the record for most
consecutive clean sheets, as
‘, well as most consecutive
Visual minutes without conceding a
%‘I:?::I::l:ian goal in World Cup history?
. Ans: Walter Zenga, Italy. 5
Renaissance 5
fnister matAclles |/ 517 minutes
executed this during the 1990 edition
sketchofa 2. Which Manager holds the
young woman record of having won the
beforea most tournaments in World
landscape, Cup history? Ans: Vittorio
believed to Pozzo, Italy - 1934 & 1938
have been 3. Who is the only player to
directly have won 4 medals in the
influenced by | World Cup history? Ans:
Leonardo's Miroslav Klose, Germany -
Mona Lisa? 4 (silver in 2002, Bronze in
PUBLIC DOMAIN

a0

2006 & 2010 & Gold in

.y | |

2014)

4. Which player has the
distinction of having scored at
least one goal in all five
tournaments that he played?
Ans: Cristiano Ronaldo,
Portugal

5. Which was the first World Cup
to be held outside Europe and
the Americas, and who hosted it?
Ans: 1970 with Mexico as host
Visual: Identify the player and
what is the unique record that he
possesses in World Cup history?
Ans: Gabriel Batistuta,
Argentina, the only player to
have scored a hat-trick in two
consecutive World Cups -
1994 & 1998 both on June 21
of that year.

Noone got all the answers correct

KNOW YOUR ENGLISH

The company
is trying not
to go under

Some people think he has nothing
between the ears

S. Upendran

“What are you doing here? I thought you
were taking two weeks off, and going to..”

“Got a call from my sister a couple of
days ago. Her company isn’t doing too
well, and...”

“According to most newspaper reports,
the company your sister works for is
going under.”

“Does it mean it’s sinking?”

“Exactly! The company is being
compared to a sinking ship.”

“I'read somewhere that when the
Titanic hit the iceberg, the ship went
under very quickly.”

“When you use ‘went under’ with a
company, it means that it’s going
bankrupt. It’s like a sinking ship.”

“In other words, it’s a company that’s
failing.”

“Yes! Here’s an example. During the
epidemic, several businesses went under.”

“When one company goes under,
there’s usually a chain reaction.”

“That’s true. If the bank doesn’t give us
aloan, the project is likely to go under.”

“That’s the good news! The company
that my sister works for is likely to get a
substantial loan from the bank.”

“That should keep the company afloat
for a while. Is your sister worried about
the downsizing that is likely to happen?”

“What are you talking about? Are you
talking about people getting fired?”

“Companies don’t use the term ‘fire’
anymore. They ‘lay off” people or they
talk about ‘downsizing’ the company. In
other words, they reduce the number of
people working.”

“In other words, you downsize by
firing some of your workers.”

“That’s right! People lose their jobs.
But downsize sounds better, that’s all! It’s
the politically correct term. The CEO told
the Managers that they should find ways
to downsize the workforce by 20%.”

“Idon’t think there’ll be any
downsizing in my sister’s company.”

“It’s bound to happen. In everyday
contexts, downsize is used to mean to
move into a smaller accommodation.
After retirement, my aunt and uncle
downsized and moved into a small flat.”

“That’s what my mother wants to do.
But my father doesn't believe in
downsizing.”

“It’s probably because they aren’t
involved in the running of the house.”

“I know what you mean. The good
news is the company that my sister is
working for is replacing the CEO.”

“Any idea who the replacement is?”

“It’s your friend Ramesh’s cousin -
Jagdeep. Know him?”

“No. I hope he’s nothing like Ramesh.”

“Why not? Ramesh is a nice guy.”

“Iagree. The problem is, he has
nothing between his ears.”

“What are you talking about?”

“The expression is mostly used in
informal contexts to talk about one’s
intelligence.”

“Isee. So, when you say that someone
has nothing between the ears, what you
mean is that he’s not bright.”

“No real common sense. Why would
you go to someone like Jyothi for advice?
The girl has nothing between the ears.”

“Ifind it difficult to have a conversation
with my neighbour. The guy has nothing
between the ears.”

“But he has a lot of money. That’s good
enough.”
upendrankye@gmail.com

Word of the day

Humdinger:
Someone or something remarkable

Synonyms: wonder, marvel, phenomenon

U Sage: The film’s ending was a humdinger.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/humdinger

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /hamdns/

N
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For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to

letters@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Text & Context”
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Hanging in balance
Capital flows may just edge up to offset higher CAD

ndia’s current account surplus of $7.1 billion in

Q4 of FY26 comes as a pleasant surprise —

given the spike in crude oil prices. While the
currentaccount balance has been favourable in Q4
over the last four years, it is notable that the Q4
surplus was recorded in difficult times. Both US
tariffs and the Iran war (which began in February)
were factors. The surplus came about, thanks to an
increase in services exports — led by computer and
other business services —and, rather surprisingly,
strong overseas remittances.

However, FY26 as awholerecorded a
marginally higher current account deficit
(CAD) of $25.2 billion, or 0.6 per cent of
GDP ($23.3 billion in FY25). This increase
was largely on account of the expansion in
goods trade deficit by $51 billion. While US
tariffs and their effects contributed toa
higher goods trade deficit in FY26, rising oil
prices have made matters worse this fiscal.
Analysts have estimated the CAD for FY27
to be above 2 per cent of GDP. This looks
plausible for various reasons. First, higher
energy prices will lead to a spike in the oil
import bill, unless the war ends in West
Asia soon. Second, the CAD also depends
on the extent to which remittances can
offset a higher goods trade deficit. Finally, it
is to be hoped that the newly minted FTAs,
such as those with the EU and UK, do not
result in higher netimports. Ordinarily,a
CAD of above 2 per cent of GDP is not
threatening. India has financed higher
CADs with capital flows. However, the
problem is that FPI equity outflows, at
above ¥2.5 lakh crore so far in 2026, have
overshot X1.6 lakh crore forall of 2025.

Debt flows, too, have been negative. Net
NRI deposit inflows in FY26 were down 11
per cent at $14.4 billion. Similarly, external
commercial borrowings had also ebbed 23
per cent to $14.2 billion. The recent
monetary policy announceda US
dollar-rupee swap facility to banks on fresh
FCNR(B) deposits of three-to-five year
maturity. Th central bank has also agreed to
take on the hedging costs on these deposits.
With most banks hiking the rates offered on
FCNR(B) deposits by 200 to 400 basis
points, the hope is that inflows from this
route could improve. A similar swap facility
isalso being offered to public sector
undertakings to raise ECBs from overseas.
With borrowing rates likely to be lower due
to the swap arrangements, PSUs could raise
more ECBs until December.

Equity outflows are driven by global
factors. The RBI and Centre have,
therefore, rightly targeted FPIs investing in
debt. FPIinflows into Indian debt through
the fully accessible route has been positive
in 2025 and 2026, indicating demand from
global bond funds. The removal of capital
gains tax on G-Secs as well as exemption of
income tax on interest earnings on these
bonds will help. Passive inflows through
global emerging market funds can improve
going ahead. FY27 may yet turn out tobe a
reasonably normal year on the external
account front.

OTHER VOICES.

nga‘%lian

Words do not stop when the bombing begins

Last week, thousands of readers gathered for a literary festival in Kyiv, risking
air raids to hear from writers. Four brutal years of war have not destroyed the
appetite for writing, but fuelled it. Russia’s extensive and systematic attempts
to destroy Ukrainian culture, and therefore identity, have rightly received
widespread attention. Over 700 libraries were damaged or destroyed outright
within the first three years of the full-scale invasion. But that campaign has also
spurred efforts to move away from Russian literature and the
Russian-language titles that previously dominated the market. Ukrainian
literature and publishing has flourished far beyond the powerful documentary
accounts of war often awarded attention outside the country, with growing
room for experimentation. aonoon, sune 12)

Japanese businesses should speak out to the Takaichi govt
The Japanese Chamber of Commerce and Industry in China (JCCIC) has
released the White Paper on the Chinese Economy and Japanese Enterprises.
The paper acknowledges that China provides “significant market
opportunities” for foreign companies while also recognizing various
concerning trends in China-Japan relations. It outlines three hopes: political
and diplomatic issues between the two countries will not be allowed to spill
over into corporate activities or cultural activities; high-level dialogue and
exchanges between the governments of both countries will be held regularly
and reliably, regardless of international and political circumstances; the
Chinese government and relevant authorities maintain and strengthen
dialogue with Japanese companies under all circumstances. seun, june 13)

TCA SRINIVASA RAGHAVAN

veryone thinks there is only

one gorillain the room,

namely, AL Actually there

are two. The second is the

absence of policy
instruments to tackle the massive
unemployment that awaits societies
because of AL But while everyone is
‘hyperventilating over Al there is pin
drop silence over the absence of options
before governments.

Meanwhile, the companies that stand
to benefit from a widespread use of AT
are peddling all sorts of justifications.
The most intellectually grounded of
these is the Jevons Paradox.

William Stanley Jevons was a 19th
century British economist who said that
the invention of the steam engine, which
used coal more efficiently, would result
inhigher coal production and
consumption, not less. That is, less coal
per steam engine would lead to more
engines being bought.

Microsoft’s Satya Nadella might not
‘have heard of Jevons until recently but
he used the paradox to say that Al would
have a similar impact and that
unemployment would not increase.
Instead, it would increase. Others are
recalling Joseph Schumpeter who said
this sort of thing was inherent to
capitalism and that it was good.

‘This may well happen, eventually,
even though the IT boom of the 2000s
didn’t lead toany great and permanent
increases in productivity that later led to
greater employment. There are several
studies that show this.

However, even though the past need
notalways be an infallible guide to the
future, we do needtoask: even if AT

of 1
and that gives better returnsto
shareholders, what will it do to, and for,
Iabour, especially in the medium term? If
10 programmers are replaced by one AT
application, the cost saving will increase
the dividends to shareholders by some
amount but what of the 10 people who
are now wondering how to pay their
bills?

BYE BYE, MAYNARD

John Maynard Keynes, the most
influential macroeconomist to have
lived after Kautilya, said governments
must spend money even if they didn’t
have it to create demand thatwould, in

Will employment
rise in age of Al:

The IT boom of the 2000s didn’t lead to any great and permanent increases
in productivity that later led to greater employment

turn, create employment. But country
after country gradually has forgotten
that Keynes had a very specific situation
inmind, namely, that of reviving
deficient aggregate demand to utilise
installed capacity.

Asaresult of this amnesia, led by the
Left which has co-opted the religious
Right, the Keynesian solution for
reviving demand has gradually turned
into massive welfare spending. This is
not something that Keynes ever
intended, although he is believed to have
said that money should be putin
people’s pockets even if it was just for
digging holes in the ground.

To cutalong story short, because of

If 10 programmers are
replaced by one Al
application, the cost
saving will increase the
dividends to shareholders
but what of the 10 people
who are now wondering
how to pay their bills?

this self-serving use of Keynes by
politicians, we now have unsustainable
levels of government debt in far too
many countries. Debt now looms
menacingly over the world.

Before 1968, government debt and
unemployment were not linked. Now
they are. For awhile higher government
debt did bring down unemployment. But
notanymore. The goose that laid the
golden egg for politicians has died.

The IMF has therefore been getting
horror nightmares. It is mumbling away
that there is no paddle to row out of this
creek. Butas I said above, no
government is paying a blind bit of
attention to its grumbli

Finance ministers may occasionally
‘warn the heads of their governments
that their goose will be cooked but it’s

Globally, governments have spenta few
trillion dollars that they didn’t have in
the name of social security and welfare.

Now even that option has vanished
because it’s not going to help. It has
become like firing blanks in the air:
there’s alot of noise and smoke but the
problem doesn’t go away.

The world has over Elgh( billion
people now. Around half of them are of
working age. But barely over a quarter of
those four billion are employed ona
full-time basis. The rest are
self-employed earning basically
subsistence wages.

Even without Al we are talking of at
least two billion people who need
income and other forms of support. This
is Karl Marx’s “reserve army of the
unemplOVed They constitute not only

1 butasocial and

not having much effect. Deficit
towin some political advantage over
rivals remains very much the go-to
solution.

NO MONEY LEFT

‘The most devastating example of this
came after the Atlantic financial crises of
2008 (as Rakesh Mohan, former deputy
governor of the RBI, rightly callsit).

polmcal oneaswell. In India, this
situation will worsen quickly as we have
already fallen below the population
replacement rate. That is, India will
almost certainly grow old before it gets
rich.

‘To meet these challenges a lot of
money is needed. Money that’s no
longer available to governments.

India’s ethanol push requires a relook

Higher ethanol blending targets will intensify water stress, without achieving energy security or a reduction in imports

—
Ritesh Kumar Singh

investments exceeding ¥40,000 crore.
Once investments of that scale are
committed, utilisation becomes central
to financial viability. Idle capacity
returns, raises fixed costs

he logic behind India’ 's ethanol
I push appear:
blending more ethanol with

petrol will help cut crude oil imports,
ease pressure on the current account by
conserving foreign exchange, support
the rupee and raise farm incomes.

Ata time when India imports the bulk
ofits crude oil requirements and
external balances remain sensitive to oil
prices, the argument has found wide
acceptance. But the economics
increasingly suggest otherwise.

The ethanol push now appears to have
more to do with absorbing excess
production capacity than reducing
India’s import dependence. The
challenge has shifted from building
supplyto finding demand.

India requires 10-11 billion litres of
ethanol to meet E20 blending norms.
Yet production capacity had already
approached 20 billion litres
(https:|[tinyurl.com|2s3e6uza) by
November 2025 and may expand bya
further 15 per cent in FY 2026-27 as new
distillation projects come on stream. Put
differently, the current blending target
absorbs barely half of installed capacity.
The issue therefore is no longer about
producing more ethanol; it is about
finding demand for capacity already
built.

The rapid expansion of ethanol
capacity was not accidental but actively
supported through government-backed
soft loans and interest subvention

ing into thousands of crores. The
ethanol programme may have catalysed

and increases the risk of stranded
investments.

Toaddress recurring sugar surpluses,
cane-based distilleries were encouraged.
As sugar availability tightened, policy
support gradually shifted towards
grain-based distilleries, including
incentives through relatively higher
prices for ethanol produced from maize.
Ethanol created an additional revenue
stream protected through administered
pricing, unlike sugar, where prices are
largely influenced by supply conditions.

In many ways, the current excess
capacity reflects the cumulative effect of
these policy shifts and incentives.
Higher blending targets are no longer
only an energy-security tool but are
needed to absorb surplus capacity.

Substituting petrol with domestically
produced ethanol does lower oil
demand. But the import story becomes
more complicated when the full
production chain is considered.

Producing ethanol at scale requires

WATER USAGE. A major issue

crude oil imports without

propomunately reduculg external
I

therefore raises the water intensity of
ethanol production.

The imbalance is already visible. In
Maharashtra, sugarcane occupies less
than 10 per cent of cropped area but
perhaps consumes over half per cent of
irrigation water. Expanding
ethanol-linked feedstocks in such
regions risks intensifying pressure on
already stressed water systems.

The environmental costs extend
beyond water. Higher production
requires more fertilizer, irrigation and
electricity, much of it generated from
coal. Emissions therefore do not
disappear entirely; part of the
environmental burden moves upstream.

India’s ethanol programme has

imply
shifts. Lower ml lmports could partlybe
offset by higher requirements for
fertilizers, natural gasand ed.lb]e oil

created additional revenue
streams for mills, helped manage
cyclical sugar surpluses and contributed
to fuel diversification. But the

imports, while
experience lower mileage because of
ethanol’s lower energy density.

ENVIRONMENTAL COSTS

The environmental arithmetic is equally
complex. A government study estimates
that producing a litre of ethanol from

larger volumes of sug; and
rice. Expanding these crops raises
demand for fertilizers such as urea, DAP
and potash which require imported
inputs such as natural gas.

Greater policy support for ethanol
feedstocks may also reshape cropping
patterns, drawingacreage towards
sugarcane, ma:ze and riceand away from

requires roughly 2,860 litres
of wateracross the pmdumon cycle.
Water intensity rises further for’
grain-based pathways, with maize-based
ethanol requiring around 4,093 litres
and rice-based ethanol as much as
10,790 litres per litre of output.

India now has close to 500 ethanol

where
l.ndla a].ready re].\es heavily onimports.
In that sense, ethanol may reduce

distilleries (https /[tinyurl. cnm/epsSch),
with b capaclwaccounn.ng for

cs of the p have
entered a different phase.

After rapid capacity expansion and
large private investments in ethanol,
capacity utilisation became the
economic imperative. Reducing crude
imports is not necessarily the same as
reducing external dependence, noris
expanding production the same as
improving efficiency.

As India evaluates the next stage of
ethanol policy, the focus may need to
move beyond blending targets and
towards a broader assessment of water
use, cropping incentives, import
substitution and long-term resource
allocation.

1 supply.

d ethanol

agrowing share of i

The writer i i EO,

The shift towards grain-b:
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Jugaad!

To make computerisation more

government of India, through R8I,
wanted to implement
computerisation. “They (the
government) didn't callit
computerisation. They called it
mechanisation. They wantedto bring
machinesin the banking industry.
Every employee, union, and
assoclation pushed back. They didn't
want machines," Setty said. 5o, to get
buy-in fromallstakeholders, the

bank trade
unions and associations, the exercise
was called “mechanisation” in the
late 80s, according to SBI Chairman
CS Setty. Narrating an interesting
anecdote at the recent Citi Investors’
Conference, he noted that Indian
banking then was dominated by
public sector banks and the

& came up withavery
typical Indian “jugaad” — anybody
who usesa computer will get an
increment.

Match fixing?

The Agricultural and Processed Food
Products Export Development
Authority (APEDA) recently called
forapplications to fill the post of

Director, Basmati Export
Development Foundation. It asked
interested applicants to visit its
website for more details. Details on
the site said applicants from the
private sector should not be over 55
years of age, while retired
bureaucrats should not be over 62,
Alittle bird says thisrules outa
former bureaucrat who was among
those short-listed initially and
another person who had been
thought of as a favourite to fil the
post.

Trust factor

“I don't know you. | am talking to you
for the first time. How can | trust
you? How do | know that you are
whatyou claim you are over
telephone?” These questions came

from the chairman of a PSU when
contacted for a routine media query.
Even after this reporter introduced
himself, explained the storyand
pointed to credentials available in
the public domain, the executive
remained unconvinced. “Is this
telephone number listed in those
credentials?” he asked. “If | had met
you, | would speak to you. We cannot
trustanyonein this fake age””

The two-minute exchange capturesa
growing reality of modern reporting:
before journalists can verify facts,
they increasingly find themselves
having to verify their own identities.
Inaworld of spoofed calls, fake social
media profilesand Al-generated
impersonations, evena
straightforward request for

comment can begin witha trust
deficit.

Checkmate

Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam leader C
Joseph Vijay may have
outmanoeuvred political rivals in the
recent Assembly elections, but he
met his match on the chessboard on
Monday. Fresh from winning the
Norway Chess Championship,
Grandmaster R Praggnanandhaa
visited the Secretariat and engaged
Vijayinafriendly game. The TVK
leader made a few impressive moves,
but the young chess champion
quickly seized the initiative and
secured victory. Vijay presented the
Tamil Nadu grandmaster with a cash
award of ¥50 lakh for winning the
title at Norway. Our Bureaus
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Access denied

Washington has served notice that frontier ATis a
strategic asset; India needs to take that seriously

HE DECISION BY US authorities to restrict foreign access to Anth-
ropic’s latest Al models, Mythos 5,and Fable 5 may appear at first
glancetoconcernasinglecompanyandalimited set of users.Inrea-
lity,it signalsa more significant shift in how governments are beg-
inningtoviewadvancedartificial intelligence (AI). Until now, policyattention
haslargely focused onrestrictingaccesstothe sophisticated semiconductors
needed to train and run frontier models. The latest move suggests the focus
isexpanding from tothemodelstk: AsAl capabilitiesimp-
roveand concernsgrowover theirpotential usein cyberoperationsand other
sensitiveapplications,governments are increasingly treating frontier Al not
merely as a commercial product but as a strategic asset. The debate is thus
moving fromwho canbuild the most capable modelstowho canaccess them.

Thisevolutionshould not comeasasurprise. Technologies that confereco-
nomic, military, or intelligence advantages have historically attracted state
intervention.Nucleartechnology,satelli andadvanced semicond-
uctors have all been subject to varying degrees of oversight and control. Al is
enteringthesame category.Whetherthespecific concernscited in theAnthr-
opiccaseare fullyjustified isalmost beside the point. What mattersis that go-
vernmentsare increasinglywilling to intervene in the distribution of advan-
ced Al systemswhen national security consi ionsarise.Ifaccesstofrontier
modelsbecomessubject toexportcontrols, hcensmgreqm.rements orgeopo»
litical calculations, the global Allandscape could b ‘morefra
Access to cutting-edge Al may increasingly depend not only on commercial
arrangements butalso on strategicalignments and national priorities.

ForIndia,theepisodeisareminderthataccess tofrontiertechnologycan-
notbetaken forgranted. Startups,enterprisesand researchers have benefit-
edenormouslyfrom powerful Almodels developed abroad. Yet that depend-
ence creates an obvious vulnerability. If access to advanced systems can be
shaped by policy decisions taken elsewhere, Indian users havelittleinfluen-
ceoveroutcomes that could materiallyaffect theircompetitiveness. Unsur-
prisingly, the development has revived calls forastrongersovereign Al strat-
egy. Industry leaders such as Sridhar Vembu have argued that India must
invest more aggressively in domestic capabilities and open-source ecosyst-
ems rather than assume that foreign frontier models will always remain av-
ailable. The issue is not one of technological nationalism. It is one of ensur-
ing that critical digital infrastructure is not wholly dependent on decisions
made outside the country’s control.

Indianeed not pursue complete technological self-sufficiency,norcanitre-
alisticallyreplicate every frontiermodel being developed globally. But the sca-
leofambition mustmatch the scale of the challenge.The IndiaAl Mission has
laida foundahon,yet recent developments raise legitimate questions about
whethercurrentinvest inaworldwhereAlisinc
viewed asstrategicinfrastructure. Callsl:vymuum ylead hasMohanda
Pai fora substantially larger national Al effort, including a dedicated annual
fund and deeper public-private collaboration involving technology leaders
like Nandan Nilekani, deserve serious consideration. Expanding computing
capacity, supporting domestic model development, strengthening research
institutions,and fostering open-source innovationshould becomelong-term
priorities. The lesson from the Anthropic episode is not that India has been
denied access toa particularmodel.Itisthataccessitself is becomi rate-
gicresource.Countries thatwish toshape theirdigital futurewill mcreasmgly
need the capability tobuild,adapt and sustain critical technologies at home.

» THE HUMAN FACTOR
On Musk’s Mars, Indians will
make sure it feeIs like home

ELONMUSK SAYS nowthat
the Eanhs first trillionaire. But if he ever succeeds mbul.ldmga city there, the more
isnotwhether canlive on Mars. lnswhatMuskwdldo

wealthy,

once he gets there. that once peop!

they stop buying thingsand Stact bupingdeas Somebuld art
others build homes with so manyﬂums that guests requirea brief orientation before
being left unsupewised.ALrilJionaim on Mars may haveto thinkbigger.

For ould person tolauncha ersion of urban
plam.uug After cenmnes of humamty complammg about potholes on Earth, Mars
thoughInd-

ian visitors will immediately suspect something is wrong. A road with no diversions,
no dug-up patches, no mysterious barricades, and no signboard saying “Work in
2000"isunlikely toinsp fidi eral will walk around it, just

tobesafe.
Musk could also launch Mars Metro. The project would beannounced with acom-

pletion deadline of six months. It would eventually open in five mom_hs This would

create such ashockamong Earthlings that

courses to understandmg how infrastructure can ﬁmsh ahcad of schedule. Indians

Real estate would, of course, follow. Martian property advertIsemenfs would pro-

rater

5
distance from the nearest life-support station. Prices
would initially be affordable until someone starts a
WhatsApp group called Mars Investors Forum. Withina
8 week, a cousin nobody remembers will be offering pre-

launch rates ona two-BHK in Sector4, Olympus Mons.
Then comes governance. Musk may appoint an Al-

A e pic N

Opinion

11S KICKING up more con-
troversy at every step of the
‘way. Pope Leo’s call to prev-
ent Al from being deployed
for malicious uses, includ-
ing replacing human relationships, dep-

@ Al INFRA GROWTH
INDIA MUST BE CAREFUL IN MANAGING THE ECONOMIC DOWNSIDES

The burden of Al adoption

AMITENDU PALIT

Senior Research Fellcw and Research Lead (trade and

icts Alasa l-purpose
capable of causing slgmﬂcant harm The

f South Asian Studies, National

University of Singapore

burdenofAlad

social, political, and economic repercus-

sions for Indiaand the Global South.
India has been emphasising safe,

trusted, and ethical use of AL Preventing

Al from becoming an instrument of

this can limit

@ DATA CENTRE CONCERNS

Union Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw

Many innovations are also coming up. Innovations
in terms of power requirement, water, and using
certain water cooling methods, which reduce
water requirement by about 70%

attractive for US big-tech promoted data
centres.Might hinterland-
coastdividein concentrationof Al centre
investments?

Third,wherewill theland fordatacen-
tres come from? The electricity capacities
of datacentres in the form of powergene-
ratorsand substations,and water-cooling
systems,require large spaces, The US expe-
rience of building these data centres sho-

serversin hyperscaled Thelat-
teralso require billions of litres of water
annually, for cooling the chips used for
computing. Water is needed for energy

rules for serving the purpose. Such rules,
though, are currently elusive. India and
the Global South must be ready toaddress

ising from building larger AT

capacities.

Globally, Al infrastructure growth is
causing major strains on natural
resources. Demand for electricity is
increasing at exponential rates. Along
with electricity, there is high demand for
use of water. Both

aswell.

Looked at in the context of India
becoming an important destination for
building Al infrastructure and large data
centres, the above conditions highlight

taining use of fossy.! fuels,:tcanalsc create
differenti

wsthat
toas much as 1,000 acres or more Such
tractsofbarren

pendent, especially smaller producers of
the latter, might be more incentivised to
sell off grid to data centres instead of
national or state grids. Furthermore, not

to internally finance captive renewable

pounded with rising appetite for vast
tracts of land. All three will manifest in
Indiaasitbuilds more Al data centres.

‘Al data centres require huge comput-
ingpower.GenerativeAllike ChatGPTand
Claudeneed tocontinuously process data
for staying advanced and updated. Com-
puting capacities of data centres, espe-
cially the hyperscale ones that host thou-

lein coastal Indian states, Might it mean
that farmlands, and ecologically fragile
land precious forlocal communities, need
tobe taken up for the data centres?
Globally, discontent against Al data
centres is rising because of the pressures
they are generating on energy, water,and
land.Indiaiswalkingadelicate pathin this
regard.Itisyet to be hitas badlyonjobs by
‘Alas several other countries of theworld,
including the Global North. The hit, tho-
ugh, mightjust d the corner,with

some concerns. capacities.Theywillhaveto
First, rely on the common grids,

by Al data centres pres- : thereby making use of
surises electricity grids. The Gl°ba|_|y' discontent more fossil fuels for gener-
stategridswill need toramp against Al data ating electricity an almost

poverall output since sup- is rising i ption
are com- pli lds,agricul- b f th Second, where will the
¢ L of the ¢

ture, and other industries th water for cooling servers
can’tbe compromised.Elec- pressures . €y are  .ome from?The proposed
tricity producerswill need to generating on Meta Al facility in Jamna-
expandcapacitiesforgener-  energy, water, and  gar is expected to use
ating more power, bringing |30 d India is walk- desa.luxated.sea water for
to head a critical problem: oy h cooling. This can ensure
can icitybegen- NG 3 pat preservation of water sup-
erated without resorting to  eee——  plics for local use. Other

greater use of fossil fuels?

sands of servers and run

graphics processing units (GPUs), require
high uninterrupted supply of electricity,
andwaterforcooling the overworkedsys-
tems.Thebigdata centreswithlargecom-
puting capacities also need sizable pieces
ofland to grow.

The International EnergyAgencyesti-
‘mates servers to account for more than
60%of energy demand coming fromdata
centres.Thesharerises toalmost 80% for

isno.Without using

more coal and natural gas the electricity
output can’t beincreased making forcar-
bon footprints an unavoidable outcome.
Thedatacentresin Indiainvolving the
USbigtech — Googleand Meta —thatare
coming up in Visakhapatnam in Andhra
Pradesh and Jamnagar in Gujarat are to
run on captive renewable energy. They
might also go off-grid for fetching power
directly from renewable producers.While

data centres coming up
close to coasts might be able to do the

manywhite- tech jobs awaiting the
chop.Indeed,several businessesare citing
Alforjustifying layoffs. Coupled with the
tressput
resources, the employment squeeze can
‘makeAl politically unacceptable.
Itis not iust Pope Leo who's called for

descnbmg AI as new immigration with
serious cultural,social,and economiccon-
sequences and urging acuon tostop its

same,

progre: irtues

techniques like liquid cooling of Al chips.
This, however, brings up another impor-
tant issue in the development trajectory
of data centres.Coastal states of the coun-
tryare likely to attract more data centres
due to the advantage of using sea water.
As it is, coastal states like Andhra and
Gujarat are closer to underwater subsea
cables that make them digitally more

of Alarebeing pmtested inglobal univer-
sity campuses. The politics of Al isassum-
ing highly sensitive proportions.

India needs tobe careful in managing
theeconomicdownsidesof Alinfrastruc-
ture growth. The consequences might
aggravate the political backlash on AL

Views are personal

Calibration matters more than perimeter

PRAMOD RAO
RACHANA BAID

Respectively former Executive Director, Sebi, and

Dean (Academics), National Institute of Securities Markets

Bringing a new category within financial regulatory
ambit is the first step; the more consequential phase
is calibrating it once participant behaviour is known

IN FY2025, Z5.3 lakh crore moved throu-
gh India’s online bond platforms in a
regulated categorythatdid notexist four
years ago. The figure stands out on its
own,and also stands on account that the
ecosystem of online bond platform
providers (OBPPs) operated outside for-
malregulation untillate 2022, when Sebi
brought fintech-led bond marketplaces
withinits perimeter.

That decision has proved right. Some
25-30 registered OBPPs now serve 5.6
lakh investors, up from roughly 3.5 lakh
ayearearlier. Average ticket sizes of ¥1-2
lakh tell you the profile: doctors, salaried

ormed the first half well. Across account
aggregators, payment systems, online
bond platforms, and small and medium
real estate investment trusts (REITs), the
RBland Sebi have shown both speedand
willingness to engage with new business
models.The harder test lies in the second
half: returning toa frameworkafter 18 or
36 months, reviewing data the new peri-
meter has produced, and asking if the
original regulatory intent has been met.

Aglide path is not unidirectional. It
may tighten where innovation has pro-
ducedrisks the original fra-

because the
practice:aninter-s regulatonequestmone

ment is warranted. The product perimet-
eritself mayalso need revisiting — initial

instance,alisti

in
another, and an mcsdemal drafting
choice in the third. The 2022 framework
wasa first step taken with the best infor-
mation available; the May 2026 paperis
the second step, made possible by what
the first revealed.

capital raising by issuing
umts of listed infrastructure investment
trustand REIT units,and smalland medi-
um REITs, remain outside the OBPP
universe desplte their proximity to debt
instrumentsin cash-flow character.Qual-
:tatxvely, how have me bonds and fixed
luding securitised

Three p ionasthe

consultation proceeds. IFSCA-regulated
products carry currency exposure and
jurisdictional differences in resolution

that domestic listed debt

mallbusi and

thelike.Theyare buying corporate bonds
inamanner that quity-mar-

ket participation far more than the
dealer-driven market that preceded it.

The OBPP experience points to a
broader development. The harder phase
of financial regulation begins after the
perimeterexpansion,when the regulator
must determine how the framework
should be calibrated in light of evidence
of how participants behave.

The International Organization of Se-
curities Commissions, in Principle 7 of its
Objectives and Principles, requires

SHYAMAL
MAJUMDAR

y
;ppmva]s. No forms, no queues, no paperwork. Within
weeks, however,a small group of settlers from Earth will
recreate bureaucracy from first pn’ndples,A permit will

hyamal. o
india.com ificatec thattheoriginal permit exists. Human-
ityhassurvived iceages,world! ,and . Itwill

notabandon paper il al an witha

There is also the question of culture. The first Martian cricket league is inevitable.
Nobody knows whether reverse swing works in a thin atmosphere, but that will not
stop arguments.A television panel on Earth will spend three hours debating whether
abatterborn on Mars is eligible to play for India. Two former cricketers will disagree
loudly. A third will talkabout the 1983 World Cup farmasous that remain unclear.

Food mayp abigger ient growingveget-
ablesmMamansod The first I harvestwill i diatelybe followed byade-
mand forpaanipuri,dosa chicken. Ifhuman civilisation can transport mil-

lions of tonnes of equipment across 140 million miles of space, somebodywill figure
out how to send green chutney.A dabba service from Punewill probably crackit first.

And then there is politics. Musk may dream of a hyper-efficient technocratic set-
tlement. But eventually someone will demand elections, someone else will demand
reser i mm. ill insist that pital deserves

highcourt.A LD ipwillforwarda
claiming the whole Mars mission is against “Indian culture. At that pomt  Mars will
ﬁna[ly begin to feel like home.

isthereallesson.

Earth.Butthefirst

thing d anew planetwill be to recreate theold one— complete
ith i ty i ited matrimo-

nial enquiries,and famils pp p nobody canleave.
he rock berevolutionary. T ivingon certainly

won'tbe.

to review the regulatory
perimeter on an ongoing basis. The prin-
ciplewas codified after the Global Finan-
cial Crisis because innovation tends to
outpace rules,and investors are drawn
towards pmducts outside the perimeter.
ofthe

discipline. Callbra(mg the glide path,
phasing in requirements, obscrvmg
behaviour, and adjusting on the basis of
evidenceis the other more difficult half.
Indian regulators have generally perf-

mework didn’t anticipate, —ee—-— does not; a plain-English
loosen harms ‘When innovaf risk disclosure at the point
haven’t materialised, or oftransaction is the calibra-
» arry the

i hanged. What it ¢ rr}' « .e S tion the paper hortof
cannot afford to do is Profit, investors are prescribing. The five-year
freeze,which iswhat hap-  naturally drawn to-  lock-in attached to 54EC
pens when a framework,  wards unregulated ~ bonds needs to be made
oncenotified, istreatedasa . apparentat the instrument
settled matter. products, services, level, not at checkout. And
Sebi’s May 2026 con- and platforms thecompliance officer revi-

debt instruments that have been offered
bythe OBPs performed,includingintime-
liness of payments and repayments, del-
aysordefaults, rating being maintained or
upgraded/downgraded. Finally, besides
fintech-led OBPs, why have largcr finan-
cial linter-
mediaries not yet embraced or commen-
ced activities as an OBP. Reviewing these
canalso serve toinform the glide path.
The OBPP emmplc shows the ghde
th ded:a fram
notified in 2022, observed for three and
a half years, and refined through a

sultation paperon OBPPsis
a calibration in practice.
The paper proposes a few changes: per-
mitting OBPPs to offer products regu-

lated by the International Financial Se(—

sionsetsauseful
for the wider rulebook:
Id reflect the function

paperi whatthe
market has shown. The temptation in
financialregulationsisto treat tk

vicesCent ity(IFSCA),

sionof the perimeteras the conclusionof
Lhe regulator’s work. Sebi clearly resists

including Section 54EC tax-savingbonds
within the permissible product list; and

performed,not the hi: icald: it a
circular. 1t I ytoreview
if i officer i ions are
i icandfit forpurposei
lPrm of ability, ient

har the ¢ e officer
i withtt pplica-
ble tostockbrokers generally.

Eachchangeis modestand incremen-
talinnature. Theydonot require newreg-
ulation drafted from first prmclples, as
eachcant kalreadyin

ross the board inall market
intermediaries, not just OBPs.

Three-four questions deserve consid-

eration. The six-month lock-in proposed

Human ingenuity and inventiveness
know no bounds. Innovation frequently
outpaces laws and regulations, leaving
regulators in a constant game of catch-
up.When innovations carry the promise
of profit, investorsare naturally drawn to-

inSebi’soriginal 2022 inte-
ndedto prevent“deemcd publicissue”ar-
bitrage, dafterindustryrepre-

fi dadatasetalreadyacc
The underlying issues could not have
been identified ex ante. Each surfaced

HE EDITOR

Government-industry
co-ordination needed

Apropos of "From ambition to execu-
tion" (FE, June 13), Nikhil Kamath's
framing of India’s shift from a digital-
services economy to a deeptech one
is timely, but the gaps he identifies —
funding for early-stage research, IP-
driven service layers, skilling, and univ-
ersity research — are not new. What
has been missing is sustained follow-
through. Programmes like the RDI

Fund and Bharat Deeptech are wel-
come, but their success depends on
whether universities, industry, and
government coordinate rather than
work in silos, as has often happened
with earlier initiatives. India isn't short
of talented researchers or ambitious
founders. What it needs s patient ca-
pital willing to wait longer than the ty-
pical startup timeline, and institutions
that can absorb and apply research
output rather than let it sit in journals.
—Swathi Senthilkumar, Coimbatore

sentations; three and a half years of
market data now permit a precise assess-
mentofwhethersome calibrated require-

Damage after crash

Apropos of "Answers, not assumpti-
ons" (FE, June 13), a year after the
Ahmedabad crash, the families of 260
victims still await a final report, and
that delay is hard to justify. Internat-
ional norms call for completion within
12 months, yet India's investigators
have offered only a preliminary report
that, by the editorial’'s own admission,
raised more questions than it settled.
Speculation has filled the vacuum left

wards products, services,
and platforms. The only sustainable
response is the steady, evidence-based
discipline of the glide path: read thedata,
ask whether the original intent has been
met,adjust,and start again.

by official silence, and that speculat-
ion has done real damage to pilot rep-
utations and public confidence. The
Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau
must recognise that a rushed or
incomplete report serves no one, but
neither does indefinite delay. What is
needed now is a public timeline for
the final report, along with periodic
updates to the families.

—A Myilsami, Coimbatore
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Deterrence Revisited

or more than two decades, India’s nuclear doctrine has

been treated as a settled matter. Built around the

principles of No First Use and assured retaliation, it has

projected restraint while signalling resolve. It reflected a
strategic culture that sought credibility without courting
recklessness. But doctrines, like technologies, cannot remain
frozen in time. The uncomfortable question India must now
confront is whether assumptions forged in the early years of
this century can still withstand the realities of the next.

The world that shaped India’s nuclear thinking was one in
which concealment was possible and uncertainty worked in
favour of stability. Mobile launchers could disappear into vast
terrain. Hardened facilities promised a degree of protection. The
belief that enough weapons would survive an enemy's first
strike to permit devastating retaliation underpinned the logic of
delencc Today, that log,u [ZlLC\ mprcccdcn[ed strain.

Persistent satellite artificial intelli
enabled data analysis, advanced sensors, long-range precision
missiles and hypersonic delivery systems have transformed the
strategic landscape. The battlefield is increasingly transparent.
Targets that once relied on mobility and secrecy may now be
monitored, tracked and revisited with startling speed. The time
available for political leaders to assess information and make
decisions during crises is shrinking.

This evolution carries dangers beyond technological
competition. The fear that nuclear forces could become
vulnerable creates incentives for haste and miscalculation.
States may feel pressure to act before losing their capabilities.
Conventional attacks on strategic assets could be interpreted as
preparations for nuclear disarmament. The distinction between
conventional and nuclear conflict, once relatively clear, risks
becoming dangerously blurred. For India, the answer is not to
abandon the restraint that has long distinguished its nuclear
posture. Calls for a dramatic departure from No First Use or for
an unconstrained expansion of the arsenal deserve careful
scrutiny rather than emotional endorsement. Strategic
credibility rests not merely on possessing weapons but on
maintaining political control. clarity of purpose and the
confidence of adversaries that retaliation remains inevitable.

Yet prudence should not become complacency. A doctrine
drafted for one technological era cannot be exempt from
periodic review. India has repeatedly adapted its military
institutions to changing threats, whether in the aftermath of the
Kargil conflict or through reforms to higher defence
management. Its nuclear posture should be no exception.

Aserious of survivability, ct d-and-
control resilience and the balance among land. air and
sea-based deterrent capabilities is overdue, The expansion of
sea-based assets, investment in sccun: communications and
rigorous ofeme ! should form
part of that exercise. Such a review need not signal weakness or
alarmism. On the contrary, it would demonstrate strategic
maturity. The credibility of deterrence has always depended
less on inherited doctrines than on their continued relevance. In
an age of rapid technological dmupnon' national
security cannot rely on that no longer
certainty. The purpose of revisiting doctrine is not to
make war more likely. It is to ensure that the prospect of war
remains unthinkable.

Counting Care

or generations, Indian society has perfected a
contradiction. It has revered mothers as selfless
nurturers, praised wives as the anchors of the
household and celebrated sacrifice as an essential
feminine virtue. Yet when it came to economics and the law, the
labour that sustained families was often dismissed as
“non-earning” and therefore unworthy of serious recognition.
‘That contradiction is finally being confronted.
The significance of the evolving judicial dppmach towards
lies not in sentiment but in ec It
acknowledges an uncomfortable truth: unpaid care work is
work. It creates value, supports productivity and forms the
invisible foundation upon which the formal economy rests.

Every working day begins with labour that rarely appears in
statistics. Meals are prepared before office-goers leave for work.
Children are prepared for school. Elderly relatives are cared for.
Household crises are managed. Emotional support is provided
during moments of stress and uncertainty. These activities do
not generate salaries, invoices or tax returns. Yet they make it
possible for millions of people to pamupme in paid

ployment and 0 growth.

Conventional measures such as Gross Domestic Product
have failed to account for this reality. Feminist economists
across the world have argued that by excluding unpaid
domestic and caregiving labour, societies underestimate both
women's contribution and the true cost of sustaining life. The
economy recognises the wage paid to a domestic worker but
not identical work performed within one’s own home. The
distinction may suit accounting systems, but it does not reflect
reality. Recognising the economic value of domestic labour is
therefore not an exercise in generosity. It is an attempt to correct
an institutional blind spot. It challenges the notion that worth
can only be measured through market participation. More
importantly, it strengthens the idea that dignity should not
depend solely on the possession of a payslip.

However, recognition alone will not transform the lives of
homemakers. Courts can influence social attitudes, but they
cannot substitute for public policy. Questions relating to social
security, pension benefits, inheritance rights and financial
protection for those who spend decades performing unpaid
care work require legislative attention. Equally important is
ensuring that caregiving itself does not remain an obligation
imposed on women. A more equal society values care while
also sharing its burdens.

Ideas shape institutions, and institutions shape culture. The
immediate trigger for this debate is a recent Supreme Court
ruling arising out of a motor accident compensation case. In
recognising the economic contribution of a deceased
homemaker, the court moved beyond treating homemakers as
“non-earning” dependents and sought to assign a realistic value
to unpaid domestic labour.

In doing s, it sent a powerful message about what societies
choose to b alue ~ and what they choose to ignore. India’s homes
s generated wealth of a different kind: raising
children, caring for the vulnerable and sustaining those who
drive the economy. Recognising that truth is not an act of
charity. It is an overdue act of honesty.

=

The Fifth Stream~11I

Democracyisnotmerelya
system forwinningelections;itis
alsoacultureofcoexistencewith
opposingideas.Ifevery
ideologicalrivalisbranded
anti-national, fascist,or
communal, thefoundationsof
democraticsocietywillweaken.
Adiversesocietylikelndia
survivesnotthroughpermanent
consensus, but through
maintainingbalanceamid
disagreement. Thatiswhythe
differentstreamsofIndian
politicsmustunderstandthat
permanentpolarization
ultimately harmsallsides

he question remains even today:
on what legal basis can the Jana
Sangh or the Rashtriya Swayam-
sewak Sangh ively be called

Nevertheless, u ls dlb() true Lhal after

Modi was cleared of direct criminal
. Between 2007 and 2014,

fascist? They were accused of being
anti-democratic and anti-constitutional, but
these accusations were never decisively
established in legal terms.

Between1977and 1989.therise of coalition
politics transformed the direction of Indian
politics. There came atime when V. P.Singh
was supported on one side by Atal Bihari
Vajpayee and on the other by Jyoti Basu. It
became increasingly clear that after the
Congress, the BJP was the most organized
political force. Even in the election where
the BJP won only four seats, its vote share
remained significant. Later, both its seats
and influence continued to grow.

There is little doubt that the BJP gained
its greatest national advantage from the
Ram Janmabhoomi movement. Whatever
one’s interpretation of this movement,
labeling it simply as fascist politics would
be an oversimplification.

It may be viewed as an example of
religion-based politics, but fascism is a far
more uomp]u question. If every cultural
assertion is called fascist, then the same
question would arise rcg,ardmg the nature
of the Emergency of 1975-77.

The BJP steadily increased its
strength through democratic processes. In
1999, agovernment under Atal Bihari Vajpayee
was formed and successfully completed
hw years in office. After its defeat, the BJIP

so accepted the role of the opposition.
Vajpayee’s government is generally not
described as fascist.

‘Throughout this period, the issue of the
Guijarat riots remained central. Serious
allegations were made regarding Narendra
Modi’s role. It was said that the state
government had failed to uphold “raj dharma”
(the duty of governance). It was also claimed
that Vajpayee wanted to remove Modi, but

1 him.

Indian pohucs underwent a qualitative
transformation. Through the “Gujarat
model.” the BJP attempted to combine
development, administrative efficiency,
and Hinduidentity. The party expanded
its organizational reach into villages,
small towns, and semi-urban areas.

Through the Ram Temple movement,

it strengthened its ideological base.

The story of Godhra and Gujarat
appeared before the public in two
contrasting forms. One side portrayed
Modi and Shah as criminals; the other
presented them as protectors of Hindu
interests. For the first time, large
numbers of people felt that Hindu identity
too could become part of legitimate
political discourse.

The strength of the “Indian ideology”
rested upon historical and intellectual
memory, butin the age of liberalization and
the internet, people’s experiences began to
changc. Publicopinion Wasno Iunger shaped

‘The sharpest criticism of the ideological
rigidity of the “Indian ideology™ came not
from a right-wing thinker,
but from leftist intellectual
Perry Andersonin 2012. Yet
that criticism did not receive
serious attention.

Gradually,itbecame clear
that the balance of political
power could change. Yet

influence overinstitutions, and narrowness
onquestions of cultural diversity ~ criticism
of all these is both a democratic right and
duty. But simply declaring a party or its
supporters fascist because it has enjoved
long-term public support weakens
political analysis.

Presenting history in sucha way thatone
side appears entirely black and the other
entirely white is no longer effective. The
experience of Indian politics is far more

lerssuch as Atal Bihari Vajpayee,

Chandra Shekhar, and P. V. Narasimha Rao
ey 7 yetmaintai

dialogue on national questions. Vajpayee

could be sent to international forums to
present India’s position on Kashmir because
political dmg,rccmem had not yet been

1into national hostility.

HITENDRA despite this, a large section
PATEL of*Indianideology”continued  complex.

to rely mainly on Gandhi’s
Thewriteris  assassination, the alleged
Professor of fascist character of the RSS,
History, and accusations regarding
Rabindra the Gujarat riots as their
Bharati pnnmpal pO]lUCdl weapons.

University fthepublic  t
no ]unﬂu found these

People  preser

The greatest need in politics mda\ isto

wuld see that courts had
cleared Modi and that the BJP was raising
issues many citizens felt in their own lived

cultureof dialogue. Democracy
is not merely asystem for winningelections;
it is also a culture of «.uudsleme with
upposmg ideas. If every ideological rival is

experiences. The BJP also a ito
reshape caste equations in its favor. It
projected Hindu identity asa broad political
h"amewnrk Asaresult,in 2014 itestablished

onlyby . People
were now underslandmg pohucs through
their posure,and

decisi loverthe central government,
and thereafter the central balance of Indian
pulmcs changcd

thedigital world. Hindu nationali vened
in this new space in an organized manner.
The capitalistc I 3

the direction of political winds. During
British rule, when Congress influence grew,
industrialists moved closer to Congress.

this h d within the democratic

pmu_ss. Elections were held, the people

voted, and power changed hands. In a

democracy, political forces continue to

change. One side wins, another loses, and

cucumsl.mt. sevolve, Bulwdesmbeucry
f:

When Nehru's i they
aligned with him.

For a long time, it was said that their
hearts lay with Hindu nationalists while
their minds remained with the “Indian
ideology.” Gradually, however, a time came
when both began moving in the same
direction. The growing influence of Hindu
nationalist organizations among the youth

Lal Krishna Advani

1 this change.

[ The Korea Herald

fascism oreve
as anti-national only makes dcm()crauc
politics more extreme.

The RSS and BJP do not formally reject
the Indian Constitution or electoral democracy.
They may indeed have many ld(fOlU}.,l(.d.l
and policy-related problems.

The tendency to move from opposition
to Muslim appeasement toward outright
hostility to Muslims, attempts o increase

Messages for today’s young people

ecently.Ic: achildren

fsaying now ity

book that impressed me greatly.
Published in Korea, it wasentitled,
“When Everybody SaysIt's Right,
Is It Really Right?" The subtitle was “How
to Say ‘No!™ Written by Lee Ki-kyu and
illustrated by Bang Sang-ho, the book
explores the pmhlems of the “tyranny of

wrongfully shouts “Yes!” Of course, it is
not easy to say no when everyone else
yells yes.

Yet we should say no whenever the
majority is wrong. We should also say no
wi hen our sucu.l conventions or customs

Tor

In 1955, Rosa ks courageously said

led ional, fascist, or
lhc foundations of democratic society will
weaken. Adiversesociety like Indiasurvives
not through permanent consensus, but

That is why the different streams of Indian
politics must understand that permanent
polarization ultimately harms all sides.
The strength of Indian democracy has
always lain in its ability to absorb even
ideologi ithinitself. Diffe
of opinion are permanent here, vet the
political process has largely prevented them
from turning into violent conflict.
Therefore, the need of the hour is not to
transform political opposition into moral
enmity. Inademocracy, the people’s verdict
is the ultimate basis of legitimacy, and
dismissing any political current that has
enjoyed long-term public support merely

wisdomitself. )
(Concluded)

but saying no amid roaring approval is

notoracial discrimination onbusesinthe
-anSouth. In 1936, August Land
vahamlv refused tojoin the crowd in giving
the Nazi salute to Adolf Hitler.
According to the author, saying no is
not always good, because sometimes
people say it for selfish reasons. “Not

the majority” and il the ways in
which wecansay “No!"andreach agreements
reasonably.

The book begins with a fundamental
question that touches upon one of the
inherent problems of democracy: “Is the
principle of majority rule absolutely right?”
The author argues that the principle of
majority rule is neither ideal nor perfect.

Ratheritisthelast resort when discussions
failtoreacha conclusion. Without realizing
it, we customarily decide everything
rding to the principle of majority rule,
assuming that it is the best solution. But
whatifthe minority is right and the majority
wrong? The author then stresses the

I.mhehmk h explains - A Memb
that there are many ways of
saying no, such as signing OfThe
petitions, joining boycott
movements, or becoming a
whistleblower.

Such actions may risk our
jobs, families or reputations, and yet we
should still say no when something is
not right.

The author refers to Susan B, Anthony,
Rosa Parks, and August L(mdmesscr as
exemplary people whosaid
said yes. In 1872, Susan B. Anthony boldly
said no to the social convention that
prohibited women’s suffrage in America.

Letters To The Editor l Reditor@thestatesman.com

Shift in stance

Sir, This refers to the front page report
“3 Indian seafearers confirmed killed in US
strike on tanker”, published today. It is high
time for India to make shift from being the
soft power to a hard power.

‘The Indian goverment has not taken any
stand against Iran or the US, apart from
strongdiplomatic protests whenever Indian
vessels or civilians were attacked.

Trump’s second inning in the White
House has been the much-needed reality
check for us as a country. We have been
vilified, abused and called a hellhole. The

same was not doneto China, because Beijing
has a monopoly on things the US needs.
India doesn't have anything on which US
orany major nation s critically dependent.
We need to develop critical technologies.
Yours, etc., Yashi Bairagi,

Ujjain, 12 June.
e

epaper.thestatesman.com

in My Back Yard," for example, is a
typical case of egoistic res

Indeed, people oftenobject to facilities
being built in their neighborhoods if
they believe such developments will

o= lower real estate values.

In addition, there are those who
stubbornly say no to everything, Such
people turn a deaf ear to other voices or
opinions. They areself-righteousand thus
believe that they are always right, while
others are wrong, We should be ditferent
from them.

Like Zeus, we should have the courage
to say no like thunder when others howl
yes. Joining others who shout yes is easy,

not. Nevertheless, we should say no
whenever necessary.

In lh'u sense, l,cc< book \lgmﬁcantly
I, fehildren’s minds.
Another book I haverecently encountered
is "Reminiscing upon Those Days.” It is a
collection of poems written by Cha Yun, a
former high-ranking Korean Navy officer
and diplomat.

Cha wrote these poems during and
immediately after the Korean War, when
he was a young Naval Academy cadet
and later a junior Navy officer on the
battlefield.

Asdw*uve(erm(.hadeud&itopubhsh
I help youngpeop
eyes to the harsh reality of a country still
divided by ideological conflict.

Through his poems, Cha reminisces
about his youth entangled in war, the
agonies of adolescence, and his visions
and ambitions as a seaman aboard a
battleship.

Credibility

Sir, Your editorial “Opposition’s Test”
has rightly said that the Bharatiya Janata
Party'sgreatest advantage today is its ability

situation, the Indian National Congress
and other partners are likely to lose their
credibility as a dependable Opposition if
Lhc\' wmmue to team up with the TMC

to maintain continuous with
voters between elections while the Opposition
. e "

'lhccdlmnﬂ haﬂ

id the central challenge

or moments of crisis.
The Opposition alliance also fails to
deliver against most common but serious
issues like price rise and unemployment.
One of its crucial constituents, the
Trinamool Congress is fragmenting on a
daily basis conering Mamata Banerjee and
Abhishek Banerjee. Under the evolving

itis thequestion of credibility which requires
consultation, accommodation and mutual
respect among themselves.

Citizens who are unhappy with the
government should be convinced by the
Opposition alliance.

Yours, etc., Sukhendu Bhattacharjee,
Sheoraphuli, 11 June.

e
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PERSPECTIVE

Vanishing voices that predicta
larger crisis

RUDRASHIS DATTA

n2008,alinguist named David
Harrison travelled deep into
the forests of Siberia searching
for speakers of an almost-
forgotten language called Chulym
After days of asking around, he was
led to a small village where he met
an elderly man numcd Vasilii
Gabyshev. Gabyshev was one of the
last fluent speakers of Chulym. When
Harrison asked him how many

dominant one, often due to social,
economic, or political pressures.
Younger generations, seeking better
opportunities or social acceptance,
adopt widely spoken languages such
as English, Mandarin, Spanish, or
Hindi Over time, the ancestral language
becomes contined to older speake

force, but through adaptation to
new social realities.

Technology, paradoxically, both
contributes to and offers solutions
for language death. The digital world
overwhelmingly favours major
languages, with most online content
available in a handful of global

and v, when they vay,  tongues. This creates adigital divide
the language di: entirely. hy kers of minority languages
Oneoflhemosmgmﬁumdnvcrb find little representation online.
death is lization. However, technology also provides

A\ lhc wurld thomc more

mol% for pre%r\almn, Digital archives,

people still spoke the I

apps, and social media

Gabyshev paused, thought for a
moment, and quietly replied: “Maybe
three... maybe two.” Then he added,
almost as an afterthought, “Sometimes
1 talk to myself so I don't forget it.”

That simple confession revealed
the fragile state of a language on
the brink of extinction. For Gabyshev,
speaking Chulym was no longer an
act of communication - it was an
actof preservation. With no one left
to converse with regularly, he became
both speaker and listener, carrying
an entire linguistic tradition within
hisown memory. This poignant tale
brings to us an urgent crisis - every
two weeks, somewhere in the world,
alanguage dies.

With it disappears a unique way
of seeing the world, a system of
knowledge, and an ureplacedbh
culturalidentity. Linguists estimate
that out of the approximately 7000
languages spoken today. nearly half
could vanish by the end of this
century. This quiet crisis-largely
unnoticed outside academic circles-
raises urgent questions about cultural

increasingly serve as g,num)

platforms can help document and
itali q 11
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and economic mobility, it also
marginalizes smaller languages.
Parents may deliberately choose
not to teach their children their
native tongue, fearing it may hinder
their future prospects. In this way,

language loss is often tied to aspirations
for a better life.

Colonial history has also played
a critical role in shaping linguistic
decline. In many parts of Africa,
Asia, and the Americas, colonial
powers imposed their languages on
indigenous populations, often
suppressing local languages through
formal education systems and
<ldmmlstran\'c policie: en after
inde colonial I

with their linguistic roots.

Theloss of alanguage is more than
the loss of words: it is the loss of
knowledge. Many indigenous languages
encode intricate understandings of
local ecosystems, medicinal practices,
and oral histories. When a language
dies, this knowledge often becomes
inaccessible, even if it has been
partially recorded. Linguists emphasize
that each language represents aunique
intellectual tradition, offering insights
into human cognition, culture. and
the environment.

Efforts to preserve endangered
languages are gaining momentum
worldwide. Governments, non-profit

izati and local iti

requires not only documentation but
also active use within a community.
It demands resources, institutional
support, and, most importantly, the
willingness of younger generations

preserve their heritage. At its core,
theissue of language death is about
choice and value. Societies must
decide whether ]inguisliu diversity
is wonh preserving or thter the
< ¢ of a few

to learn and speak the

Without this intergenerational
ssion, even the most
h

languages outweighs the loss of
many. While global
leniable benefits, it has also

may
remain dormant. The role of policy
iscrucial in this context. Governments
can support linguistic diversity by
recognizing minority languages in
education, media, and public life.
When languages are given official
status or institutional backing, they
gain legitimacy and visibility. Conversely.
neglect or suppression can hasten
theirdecline.L y, therefore,

retained prestige and institutional
power, leaving indigenous languages
struggling for recognition and survival.

Urbanization further accelerates
this trend. As people migrate from
rural areas to cities, they enter
envm.mmcnls where dominant

survival ion, and the future

prevail. In multilingual

of human diversit

Language death is not a sudden
event butagradual process. It begins
when a community starts to shift
from its native language to a more

urban centres, smaller languages
may have little practical utility,
leading to their gradual abandonment.
Over time, entire communities lose
their linguistic heritage, not through

are increasingly recognizing the
importance of linguistic diversity.
Initiatives such as bilingual education
programs, community language
classes, and cultural documentation
projects aim to keep endangered
languages alive. In some cases,
languages once considered extinct
have been revived through dedicated
efforts dtmomlmlmglhdll'mvmgc

Ho\wwr prmrvdunn isnotwithout

is not merely administrative but
deeply tied to questions of identity
and cultural rights.

Public awareness also plays a vital
role. Language death often goes
unnoticed because it lacks the
immediacy of other global crises.
Yet its impact is profound and
irreversible. Raising awareness
through media, education, and
cultural initiatives can foster a greater
ZIpprLL,ldllDl’l 10[ linguistic dl\uslly

Reviving a

and enc s Lo

ures that threaten the
f human expression.

The disappearance of languages
is notinevitable. Itis a consequence
economic, and political
By recognizing the value
icdiversity and supporting,
cfforts to sustain it, humanity can
ensure that its many voices continue
to be heard.

As the world moves forward, the
challenge lies in balancing progress
with preservation. In doing so, we
may not only save languages but
also safeguard the cultural and
intellectual diversity that defines
usas aspecies. For whena language
dies, it is not just words that are
lost-it is a way of understanding
the world that vanishes forever.

(he writer is Assistant Professor in
Pririlata Waddedar Mahavidyalas

IT CAME TO MIND | MANISH NANDY

War, liesand h

o better time to think
about war than when your
country is engaged in one.
Especially when it is a
war of choice, a poor euphemism
for a war of aggression, when it was
neither attacked nor faced an
imminent threat - and the attack
was initiated perfidiously as a
negotiation was going on.

General Eisenhower, who saw
enough of war and said. “I hate war
as only a soldier who has lived it
can,” went on to describe it as not
just “brutal” but also “futile” and
“stupid.” Unlike Waterloo or World
War I, most wars don't end ina
decisive victory,butina

slope-heads, and continued an
undeclared war for 18 years, killing
1.2 million Vietnamese soldiers and
2 million civilians, mostly women
and children. 58,000 US soldiers
were killed too, 60 per cent of them
younger than 21, 75000 severely
disabled, 5,000 lost limbs, and 1,000
sustained multiple amputations. In
theend, Americans lost (“withdrew
from") the unwinnable war, having
spent $168 billion, equivalent of a
trillion current dollars.

The US seems consistently incapable
to learn from its bitter experiences,
whether in Iraq or in Afghanistan.
Perhapsitis far too convinced of its

after both sides have

i se military power
h

huge budget and innumerable h\/es
“dd it not been for the ‘stupidity’ of
the warring leaders, the contentious
issues could and should have been
settled far better through negotiation
rather than conflict.

But to sustain such stupidity.
sometimes over several years, and
persuade a whole nation to play
along, there has to be created a vast
plexus of lies and hypoe
with the ingenious
smart pack of publi
of such creativity were hrcalhlakmg,
one can still see them and marvel
at how the US depicted at one time
the Germans and Japanese, now its
close allies, as horrid monsters.

Nearer toour time, the US described
the Vietnamese as gooks, dinks and

s. The heu.lns

the ibility that even over

power is not the solution to every
political quandary. President Trump’s
endless iteration of US military
might begin to sound alittle hollow
in the striking case of Iran when
superior strength seems to cede to
sly strategy.

In June 2025, during the 12-day
‘war, the US claimed to have “obliterated”
Iran's nuclear capability with
bunker-busting bombs. Yet the same
nuclear threat became the primary
objective of the Iran War - once the
idea of a regime change turned out
to be a mirage —

when amassive, sustained bombing
of forty days, covering 1,000 targets
still encountered an obdurate Iran
and the US had to uncomfortably
adapt toa cease-fire. That cessation

POCrisy

of hostilities was clearly an
uncomfortable one for the US, given
the closure of the Strait of Hormuz
and the resulting blockage of the
world’s foremost oil-and-gas passage,
not to mention the overwhelming
unpopularity of the war itself and
resulting inflation.

Theunpopularity is well-reasoned,
for the American people will end
up being the worst victims of the
war. They will have to pay the
enormous expenses of the war, which
would otherwise have built new
schools, better hospitals, critical
research, improved healtheare and
improved transportation. The US
has 56,000 troops in the war zone
and is reported planning to deploy
another 10,000. The Pentagon
estimates that the first five days of
war cost $11 billion; experts believe
the figure should be at least $16
billion. A realistic estimate will be
$2 billion for each day of war.

The short-term costs include the
uq)cnscni lmmtammg strike groups

-
Illustration by Debabrata (Qakfa!{artv:'

sewage damage and would require
an expensive year-long renovation.
Three F15 jets were lost to friendly
fire from Kuwait; also, attack planes
and drones have been brought down
by Iran. Let us not forget that Iran
is daily firing 830,000 Shaheed
drones while we are meeting them
with $4 million interceptors. Quick

withsk submarines
and am:rah: personnel costs like
combat pay and extended deployment

ay; and huge munitions costs
including bombs, missiles and
interceptors. Tomahawk and Patriot
missiles are valued at their origin
price of about $2 million, but their
replacement costs are now at least
$4-5 million. The high-tech $13
billion aircraft carrier, USS Gerald
Ford, is reported to have smoke and

=%

wartime replacement invariably
costs many times more.
Oflong-term costs, the US already
owes over $7 trillion in disability
benefits to veterans, besides education,
medical and other benefits. The
costs will soar with the current
engagement and will add a staggering
amount to the national debt. President
Trump has already sought a 50 per
centincrease in the defense budget.
Such increase can only come at the

expenseof the country’s health and
education priorities. Thanks largely
toIraq and Afghanistan, US spends
15 per cent of its budget just paying
interest on its debt.

Without the endorsement of
Congress, President Trump has
engaged the US in a costly war that
the majority of the country finds
distasteful and pointless. War is the
mostdespicable of human enterprises.
What makes its despicability even
more tragic is that it achieves little,
solves nearly nothing and is the
most lavish inits slaughter of hapless,
helpless humans from the poorest
sections of society.

(The writer s a US-based international
deyelopment advisor and had worked with the
‘Warld Bank, He can be reached at
mnandy@gmail.com)

Crossword | No. 203491

ACROSS 15 Desire to secure 24 Asian wearing this 3 They may hide 16 Bags pics heading
success maybe ins a risk tights, ironically north carrying old
single chap, barman, ~ beyond the pale? unnecessarily to (6) bishiop (8)
withdrawn ) some extent (4) 4 Lower margin stops 18 Cross endless
character (8) 17 Coach (or several of 25 Occasionally thank good (very good) borders from

9 Origin of Bond them) about to one German for service (7) elsewhere (8)
villain's accent (6) return 22 (7) 5 Onewhorespects 19 Trade function

10 Old boozer regularly 20 8 beat English 14 ¥ sunday (8) essentially obsolete
produces wind (4) after shower? 26 He charged the 6 Engineer Bob @

11 Band of copper with Russians for jumper married NCO in 21 Trainspotter's
odd number 22 Make bubbly that's () artillery article artist
stamped in boss (10)  consumed over a 10) displayed in fair

12 Collar American long time (6) DOWN 7 Shopnameinitalian  (6)
nicking rare 23 Sturdy onesie? city (4.2) 22 Clothes dry in
complete works (6) Trouble is, 1 Seaman heckles 13 It helps to keep a breeze (easterly)

14 Blanket for one sadly, | must be Henry the redcap? cool head -~ help 6)
remaining in squeezed (@) them with it 24 Blunder finally
coastguard stores into it 2 Small hole, not possibly across border
@®) (64) large, in 9 say () (,6) (@

NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters in the words required. (By arrangement with The Independent, London)
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OCCASIONAL NOTE

Mr. Baldwin made a statement at Chippenham
that is so true and yet so comparatively new
that it should sink deep into the minds of the
workers at Home. The money spent in trade
dis=putes in the last few years had, he said,
been far more hurtful to the standard of life of
the worker than any alleged conspiracy on the
part of the Government or an)b(n.ly else. He
might have added that if the miners succeed in
maintaining their standard of life as the result
of the present strike years of work would not
enable them to regain what they have already
lost. There must be a better way of settling
disputes than by the crude arbitrament of the
strike, and the present is a most favourable
Opportunity, when the mind of Labour is
chastened, to find that way.

NewsItems

GIANT AEROPLANES

FOR LONDON-
CONTINENTAL SERVICE

(British Official Wireless.)
Rugby. June.

Although a complete new fleet of
Handley-Page-Napier air liners was delivered
tothe Imperial Airways for the London-Continental
service less than three months ago the traffic
has grown to such dimensions that more and
still larger aeroplanes are now being built.
These will be the largest passenger-carrying
aeroplanes in the world and will be mainly
builtof steel. An indication of their size is given
by the fact that special pneumatic tyres 7-1/2
feetindiameter, each weighing 2 cwt., are being
constructed for landing wheels.

PREHISTORIC MAN

SKULL DISCOVERY
BY LADY STUDENT

Gibraltar, June.

Miss Garrod, a student of Oxford University
and the Institut de Paleontologie Humaine,
Paris, has discovered the frontal bone and other
portions of the human skull belonging to a
youth embedded in very hard Tufa, with typical
Mousterian i lying under a twelve-f¢
deposit containing similar implements. The
skullis of the same age and type as the Gibraltar
skull discovered at the Forbes Quarry in 1840
and is estimated to be not less than twenty
thousand years old.—Reuter’s Special Service.

SERVICES FUSION

“NOT ADVISABLE
AT PRESENT”

LONDON, JUNE

THE report drawn up in January 1923, by the
(Zommmu on the amalgamation of the services
common to the Navy, Army and Air Force is now
issued as a Blue Book. The Committee was
appointed for the purpose of making definite
proposdls for amalgamating as far as possible

services, such as Intelli Supply

'l‘mn‘sporL Education, Medical and Chaplain.

The report says: “We are of opinion that
dmalgamanun 0! the common services would
only be practicable if it formed part of a
Cnmprehensi\'e scheme of re- org.uusalmn.
providing for the establishment of a Ministry
to control the Defence Force, in which the
identity of the Navy, Army and Air Force was
merged. As far as we are aware, such a revolutionary
idea as merging has never been contemplated.”

The report urges closer co-operation between
the three departments in all matters of common
interest, but generally declares that amalgamation
of the Services above-mentioned is inadvisable
in the present circumstances.-— Reuter.

SWISS CYCLONE

FORESTS AND FARMS
DESTROYED

Geneva, June.

Widespread havoc has been caused at Chaux
de Fondes and its neighbourhood as the result of
acyclone in which three persons have been killed
and a numbcr injured. Whole [oru( have been

asifbyartillery fi d
have been demolished. Numerous canle have
been killed by falling walls, and telegraph posts
have beenuprooted. Serious agricultural damage
has occurred in an extensive area— Reuter’s
Special Service.
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Editor’s

TAKE

G7 Summit: Yet another

bid to reset world order

As global fault lines deepen, the G7 returns to
where it was born — France with an agenda to
revamp world order and reaffirm its relevance

There is a certain poetry in the setting. The Group of Seven, born
out of oil shocks in 1975, reconvenes in Evian-les-Bains, France,
from June 15 to 17, in a year marked by geopolitical
fragmentation, and renewed questions about the role of the
forum itself. The anxieties may be the same as fifty years ago,
but the stage has become far more complex.

France has carefully constructed its summit priorities around
addressing macroeconomic imbalances, strengthening
economl( secumy and crmcal mineral supply chains, and

hips. President
Macron has been unusually ambmnus in his G7 presidency,
seeking to push the grouping beyond its traditional comfort
zones. He has invited Chinese representatives to a video call to
address global imbalances - a bold move that signals Pans s
desire for genuine multilateralism rather than perft
solidarity. Artificial intelligence is high on the 67 agenda, and
Macron’s decision to invite OpenAl’s Sam Altman to summit
discussions underlines his intent to position France as Europe’s
Al powerhouse. Trade tensions, energy insecurity, sovereign
debt crises, and the fallout from the Iran war are all expected to
be on the table. The attendance of President Donald Trump,
however, adds its own layer of uncertainty to the summit's
outcome. Trump's transactional instincts and scepticism of
multilateral frameworks have a way of rewriting summit scripts.
France also wants to put dialogue, crisis-response, and renewed
multilateralism at the heart of its G7 presidency, themes that
sound aspirational given today’s fractured world order.

The Iran crisis, West Asia, and the security of commercial
shipping lanes will inevitably dominate back-corridor
conversations. Among the most anticipated moments of the
summit is what will transpire on its sidelines between Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and President Trump. The talks will be
the first in-person meeting between Modi and Trump. The
backdrop is complicated. India-US ties have faced occasional
friction over trade policies, India’s purchases of Russian oil
despite the personal bonhomie between the two leaders. New
Delhi has bristled at the last claim in particular, viewing it as an
overreach. Trump, meanwhile, congratulated Modi on
becoming India’s longest-serving elected Prime Minister,
reflecting his personal rapport with him. The two leaders are
expected to discuss the stalled India-US trade framework, with
New Delhi eager to reduce the tariff burden on Indian exports.
Yet the ghost of last year's Canada G7 looms — when Modi
anived ready to negotiate, only for Trump to leave the summit
early. Modi's visit is expected to reinforce New Delhi's efforts to
position itself as a leading voice of the Global South and an
mﬂuenual stakeholder in shapmg future rules around artificial

lligence, economic coop and
Thatis a long-t dipl worth
far more than any single meeting. Evian may not resolve the
world's crises. But how the leaders navigate their
disagreements — and what Modi and Trump signal to each other
behind closed doors - will be crucial for Indian subcontinent.

Awoman walks past a banner of International footballers Cristiano Ronaldo,
Lionel Messi, Neymar Jr, in Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala
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STRENGTHENING INDIA'S
DEFENSIVE SHIELD

)

The successful trial of India’s
muitilayered Ballistic Missile
Defence (BMD) system marks a
major milestone in
strengthening the nation's
security architecture. By
demonstrating its ability to
intercept hostile missiles at
various stages of flight, the
system significantly enhances
India’s preparedness against
evolving security challenges.This
achievement reflects the
remarkable capabilities of
India’s defence scientists and
research institutions. The
development of such
sophisticated indigenous
technology underlines the
country’s commitment to self-
reliance in critical strategic
sectors and reduces dependence
on imported defence systems.in
an increasingly uncertain
geopolitical environment, an

effective missile defence shield
is essential for safeguarding
national interests. Beyond
protecting key installations and
densely populated areas, it
strengthens India’s deterrence
capability and contributes to
regional strategic stability.The
successful BMD test is a matter
of national pride, showcasing
India's growing technological
prowess and scientific
excellence.

While maintaining a robust
defensive posture, India must
continue to uphold its long-
standing commitment to peace,
dialogue and regional
cooperation. A strong defence
capability, coupled with
responsible diplomacy, remains
vital for preserving the nation's
sovereignty and ensuring long-
term security.

RUKMA SHARMA, JALANDHAR

Please send your letter to the info@dailypioneer.com.
In not more than 250 words. We appreciate your feedback.

Modi@12: Laying the foundations of a Viksit Bharat

As Prime Minister Narendra Modi completes twelve years in office, becoming India’s longest-serving Prime Minister in
independent India’s history, assessments of his legacy continue to evoke both admiration and criticism

JAGMOHAN
SINGH RAJU

With completion of twelve years in office, Shiri
Narendra Modi has become the longest serving
Prime Minister of independent India. He has
proved to be a transformational leader who has
restored national confidence, accelerated devel-
opment and elevated India's standing in the
world. Critics question aspects of his governance,
institutional approach and political style. Yet
beyond the partisan debate lies a larger and more
enduring question: what has India become after
twelve years of the Modi era?

The answer is not that India has already become
Viksit Bharat, a developed nation. No country of
India's size and complexity can complete such

ajourneyin little more than a decade. Rather, the WHETHER ways have expanded by nearly 60 per cent, port
more persuasive argument s that the foundations THROUGH capacity has doubled, 88 airports have been
of a Viksit Bharat have been laid in these twelve  INFRASTRUCTURE,  operationalised in smaller cities and over 7.8
yrarfi.Thefsigniﬁcapcg.l ?rftt‘lreuModi ]e(rj._a Ij;sl in thel DIGITAL le:kh léilggwdgtr? ;;rreqrﬁltroaq; havhe bein com-
creation of economic, infrastructural, digital, social pleted. Dedicated freight corridors have become
and strategic foundations upon which a devel- IN&ng]R%N’ operational and railway modernisation has

oped India can be built over the coming decades.
The scale of this transformation can perhaps be

captured through a few numbers. India has risen EXPLORATION OR the Indian state to conceive, finance and
from the world's tenth-largest economy to execute projects at scale. Another important
become the fourth largest. More than 58 crore cit- DIPLOMACY, INDIA foundation has been the renewed emphasis on
izens have been broughtinto the formal banking INCREASINGLY manufacturing. Through initiatives such as
system through Jan Dhan accounts. BEHAVES LIKE A Make in India and Production Linked Incentive
Over 15 crore rural households have received tap- NATION THAT schemes, India has sought to
water connections, more than 10 crore poor EXPECTS TO strengthen domestic produc-
women have received LPG connections, nearly SUCCEED tion capabilities and reduce

12 crore toilets have been constructed, and an esti-
mated 25 crore Indians have moved out of mul-
tidi i poverty. Taken indivi these
figures represent efficient governance. Taken
together, they tell a larger story: the laying of foun-
dations for a more prosperous, inclusive and
capable India. Beneath these achievements lies
adeeper transformation. The central theme of the
Modi era has been the strengthening of India’s
state capacity-the ability ofgovernment to iden-
tify beneficiaries, deliver services, build infrastruc-
ture, respond to crises and pursue national objec-
tives. In many ways, the journey of the past twelve
years can be described as a movement from enti-
tlement to empowerment, from leakage to
delivery, from policy paralysis to execution, and
from a hesitant India to a more confident India.
The first of these foundations is economic
strength. In 2014, India was frequently described
as a country of immense promise struggling to
realise its potential. Twelve years later, India
stands among the fastest-growing major
economies in the world, recording average
annual growth of around 7 per cent. Economic
growth alone does not create a developed
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without sustained economic expansion. The
second foundation is infrastructure. The past

accounts but in the state’s ability to reach pre-
viously invisible citizens and deliver benefits
directly to them. Similarly, LPG connections,
toilets, housing assistance, tap-water connec-
tions and healthcare coverage have sought to
improve the quality of life of those at the bottom
of the social pyramid.

The fifth foundation is state capacity itself. The
true test of governance is not the announcement
ofschemes but the ability to implement them.
The government was able to transfer assistance
directly into bank accounts, distribute food
grains at enormous scale and administer one
of the largest vaccination programmes in
human history. Such outcomes were possible
because the institutional architecture for deliv-
ery had already been established.

The sixth foundation is national security.
Development requires stability, and stability
requires security. India today appears more con-
fident in protecting its interests than it did a
decade ago. Major terrorist incidents have
dedlned significantly, border infrastructure
effort hasi i

twelve years have witnessed a

strategic dependence in critical
sectors. From electronics and
mobile phones to defence pro-
duction and semiconductors,

the objective has been to create the productive
capacity necessary for a developed economy.
The third foundation is digital transformation.
The JAM Trinity-Jan Dhan, Aadhaar and Mobile-
has fundamentally changed the relationship
between citizen and state. India’s digital public
infrastructure is now studied across the world,
while UPI has made digital payments routine
even among small traders and rural households.
More importantly, technology has enabled the
state to deliver services and monitor out-
comes with a degree of precision that was pre-
viously impossible.The fourth foundation is
social welfare and inclusion. For decades, India
aspired to be a welfare state but often struggled
to ensure that benefits reached intended recip-
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Environment

ients.

nation, but no nation has become P

to close India’s infrastructure gap. National high-

accelerated. These are not merely construction
statistics. They reflect the enhanced capacity of
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The opening of 58 crore Jan Dhan accounts rep-
resents far more than a banking initiative; it sig-
nifies the inclusion of millions who previously
stood outside the formal economy. The real sig-
nificance lies not merely in the opening of

Left \Mng has receded
dramatically and is now confined to a much
smaller geographical footprint, defence mod-
ernisation has accelerated and internal securi-
ty challenges have become more manageable.
India is today safer, more resilient and better
prepared than it was twelve years ago.

The seventh foundation is India's global stand-
ing. The India 0f 2026 enjoys greater internation-
al stature than the India of 2014. Its voice carries
greater weight in global forums, its G20
Presidency demonstrated diplomatic confi-
dence and organisational capability, and its
growing strategic partnerships have strength-
ened its position in an increasingly multipolar
world. The world no longer sees
India merely as a country with
potential; it increasingly sees
India as a country shaping out-
comes.

Perhaps the most important
foundation, however, is confi-
dence. Nations rise not only through econom-
ic indicators but through belief in their own
capabilities. Whether through infrastructure,
digital innovation, welfare delivery, space
exploration or diplomacy, India increasingly
behaves like a nation that expects to succeed.
Confidence alone does not create prosperity, but
prosperity rarely emerges in its absence. Yetit
isimportant to distinguish between laying foun-
dations and completing construction. Twelve
years is not enough to transform a civilisation-
sized nation into a fully developed country. It
is, however, sufficient time to establish the pillars
upon which future progress can rest. History will
ultimately deliver the final verdict. But when his-
torians look back at this period, they may con-
clude that the Modi era will be remembered less
for any individual scheme and more for the foun-
dations it laid-foundations of economic strength,
digital capability, social inclusion, national
security and, above all, national confidence-for
the emergence of a Viksit Bharat.

Deserve God as a doer in life

AJIT KUMAR
BISHNOI

AT

2ND OPINION

In this article, | will try to explain about who is the actual
doer though we feel that we are. It will surprise almost
all that we, souls, don't accomplish anything by ourselves;
we only desire and decide, being very minute and subtle
souls. For doing any act, gross senses are required except
in case of God, who does everything with His ‘ichcha
shakti’ (Divine Will Power).

‘We can understand this phenomenon with an example
ofarich man. He desires to build a large manufacturing
plant. What does he do? He thinks about it and has a
subtle plan for it. But for this plan to take physical shape,
he needs lots of men, machinery, etc. Yes, his own body
will also be used, but let us remember that his body is
part of the material nature, given temporarily for one life-
time; it is not permanently his. A soul always remains small

and subtie.

There are three entities involved in doing any physical
act, if we consider our bodies as separate,
though they are parts of the material
nature. The second is the material nature,
created by God to keep the earth planet
habitable with energy, air, water, fertile
land, etc. The third and the most impor-
tant entity is God - the Creator. These
three do all acts in various percentages. For non-devo-
tees, there are only two entities, that is the body and the
material nature. Human body consists of gross senses,

subtle mind, intelligence, ego, consciousness and, most
importantly, personal nature. Shocking as it may seem,
personal nature is also part of the material nature and
is fixed at any given time. All our acts are driven by it. So
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whao is the actual doer? The answer has to be the mate-
rial nature in this case.
Now let us see what happens in case of devotees of God,
those who have taken shelter of God. God takes charge
and micromanages lives of His devotees. It means that
there are now three entities involved in doing anything
with God as the Karta (doer). This gives enormous advan-
tages, which are beyond what we can imagine. Because
God is Omnipotent, Omniscient, Controller, Owner,
Everything. Whatever God is involved in will be success-
ful. God, ultimately, liberates these fortunate souls.
What happens to non-devotees? Under control of the
material nature, they are forever living in illusion. They
run after material successes, which never satisfy. And the
worst thing it does is to give a false impression to the eter-
nally small soul of having becoming big. In
this mind-set, a soul makes big mistakes and
helpessly suffers repeated cycle of birth and

shelter of God and try to remain there. Not

only does God liberate but the present life
also runs smoothly, which only God can ensure.
Otherwise, be ready to suffer during this life and contin-
ue to suffer in future lives also. We must qualify to get
God as Karta in our lives to avoid such misfortune.

[ The writer is a spiritual teacher J

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Hope for diplomacy in the Iran Crisis

Pakistan Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif's assertion that
a peace agreement between the United States and Iran
could be finalised soon has raised hopes of a diplomatic
breakthrough after months of tensions and
negotiations. According to Sharif, both sides are closer
to an agreement than ever before, with discussions
progressing towards the final stages.He expressed
appreciation for the continued engagement of
Washington and Tehran and voiced optimism that the
proposed accord would promote long-term regional
stability. Reports suggest that negotiations have
focused on crucial issues such as Iran's nuclear
programme, sanctions relief, management of enriched
uranium stockpiles and ensuring the security of the
Strait of Hormuz.Pakistan has emerged as an important
intermediary since the conflict began in February,
hosting talks aimed at facilitating dialogue between the
two sides. While Iranian officials have indicated
progress, they have also cautioned that the proposed
framework remains under review until formally
finalised. Given the wider implications for regional
peace, global markets and maritime security, a
successful agreement would be welcomed by the
international community. Sustained diplomacy
remains the best path to prevent further escalation
BHAGWAN THADANI | MUMBAI

A Waiting for peace over conflict

The US President Donald Trump's repeated threats of mil-
itary action against Iran resemble the experience of waiting
endlessly fora train whose arrival is repeatedly announced
but continually delayed. Each announcement raises expec-
tations, only to be followed by another postponement.
Eventually, passengers may even learn that the train has
been cancelled altogether.While such uncertainty can be
frustrating, the cancellation of military action would
undoubtedly be preferable to the devastating conse-
quences of war. Ifa strike against Iran is ultimately avoided,
countless lives could be spared despite criticism over the
prolonged suspense and shifting rhetoric.
This situation recalls Samuel Beckett's Waiting for Godot,
where anticipation itself becomes the central experience.
The prolonged expectation, uncertainty and speculation
surrounding possible military action have shaped inter-
national discourse in much the same way.For the leader
ofthe world’s most powerful nation, exercising restraint
may ultimately prove wiser than pursuing irreversible con-
flict. Diplomatic engagement, however imperfect, offers
a more constructive path than military escalation. In
matters of war and peace, patience and prudence often
serve humanity better than hasty decisions with far-reach-
ing consequences.

RS. NARULA, | PATIALA

Jaspal Rana’s enduring sporting legacy

The sudden demise of |aspal Rana has deeply saddened
the nation. India has lost one of its most accomplished
shooters, an exceptional coach and a dedicated mentor
who inspired generations of aspiring sportspersons
through his commitment to excellence.A renowned
pistol shooter specialising in the 25-metre discipline,
Rana broughtimmense glory to the country through his
achievements on the international stage.
Recognising his extraordinary talent, he received the
Arjuna Award in 1994 at the age of 18 and was later
honoured with the prestigious Dronacharya Award for
his outstanding contribution to coaching.Equally
remarkable was his role as a mentor. Through his
guidance and dedication, he nurtured several young
talents, including Manu Bhaker, who went on to win
two bronze medals at the Paris Olympics. His transition
from champion shooter to successful coach reflected
his deep commitment to Indian sport.Jaspal Rana's
passing is an irreparable loss to the sporting fraternity.
Though he is no longer with us, his achievements and
contributions will continue to inspire future
generations. The nation will remain forever indebted to
this remarkable sports icon. May his family find strength
during this difficult time. May his soul rest in peace.
RAMESH G. JETHWANI | BENGALURU
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ANALYSIS [IF]

Europe’s drift into
Trump’s detention logic

What is emerging in Europe is not a clean policy shift but a gradual reorganisation of how state power is
distributed across space. The centre keeps legal language and institutional identity.
The periphery carries operational burden

Whatis the most striking
factin policy implemen-
tation in most developed
countries, which are
developed largely by
\ extracting resources
from countries whose
collapse was often exter-
nally shaped, and then
channeling funds
= through backchannels
into networks that can
include armed actors, is
that their real operating
structure rarely matches
the language they use in public.
Front-facing governance is built on carefully polished
claims about rights, legality, and humanitarian duty. Back-
end governance runs on pressure, leverage, trade-offs,
and arrangements that would not survive public moral
exposure unless rewritten in technical language. That
gap is not accidental. It is structural. It is how modern
state systems preserve internal legitimacy while running
external coercion through distributed layers of respon-
sibility.
Last week the European Union moved forward on what
is presented as a major migration overhaul, including
mechanisms that would allow deportation of rejected
asylum seekers to “return hubs" outside its borders.
This is not the first time such logic has appeared in
Western governance. It is only the latest form of a longer
pattern. Earlier phases used different tools. In security
policy it was extraordinary rendition. In financial
systems it was offshore architecture. In military inter-
ventions it was proxy enforcement. The pattern is always
the same: move sensitive functions away from the centre,
keep central language clean, and distribute execution
into spaces where oversight is weaker and accountabil-
ity is diluted. The European migration proposals sitinside
that tradition, even if expressed through legal and admin-
istrative language rather than secrecy.
The idea of sending rejected asylum seekers into facil-
ities outside EU territory is not described as punishment
orexile in official terms. It is framed as “return manage-
ment". That phrase does a lot of work. It removes emo-
tional weight. It removes the violence embedded in
forced removal. It turns a human outcome into a logis-
tical process. Once language is reduced to procedure,
moral friction becomes easier to manage. That reduc-
tion is not neutral. it enables policy movement that would
otherwise face stronger resistance.
There is a deeper issue underneath the debate about
return hubs. It is the question of where legal responsi-
bility sits when a state transfers individuals into systems
itdoes not fully control. European legal order has spent
decades building the principle that rights follow juris-
diction and jurisdiction follows effective control. That prin-
ciple becomes unstable when control is outsourced. If
aperson is held outside EU territory under an arrange-
ment initiated, funded, or coordinated by EU states, then
the legal system enters a grey zone it has never fully
resolved. The system does not break. It bends.
This bending is not new. The United Kingdom's attempt
to build an offshore asylum system in Rwanda exposed
the same tension in a more direct way. The UK scheme
reportedly cost well over £200 million in public spend-
ing before producing almost no operational transfers,
collapsing under sustained legal challenge and judicial
rejection.
It became a case where large financial commitment
created political signalling, but not real deportation
capacity. In practice, the system functioned more as deter-
rence narrative than working infrastructure.
That failure matters because it shows a recurring
pattern: outsourcing migration enforcement does not
remove legal constraint, it relocates it. Courts do not dis-
appear when policy is externalised. They reappear at the
point of transfer, questioning safety, fairness, and legal-
ity of removal. The result s often delay, blockage, or full
suspension, even after major political and financial invest-
ment.
The European proposals now emerging operate in the
shadow of that experience, yet they continue to assume
thata more coordinated supranational framework will
avoid similar outcomes. That assumption may not hold.
Legal constraints are not national quirks. They are embed-
ded in the European Convention on Human Rights and
in the broader constitutional structure that binds
member states. Externalisation does not remove those
constraints. It shifts where they become active.
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There is also a political dimension that cannot be ignored.
Migration has become a central pressure point in domestic pol-
itics across Europe.

Public frustration is not only about numbers but about system
failure. When deportation orders are issued but not carried out
at scale, the authority of the system weakens in the eyes of
voters. Governments respond by trying to close the gap between
decision and outcome. External hubs are presented as one
method of doing this. The goal is not only border control but
credibility restoration.

The problem is that credibility in legal systems is not restored
through enforcement alone. It depends on legitimacy of process.
Ifenforcement is seen as bypassing safeguards, credibility can
decline even as action increases. The system becomes more
active but less trusted. That tension is already visible in debates
around detention expansion and wider enforcement powers.
Each new tool increases administrative reach but also increas-
es legal and ethical resistance.

When states negotiate arrangements with third countries to
host return facilities, they are not only moving people. They are
moving legal exposure.

The host country becomes the site of detention, complaints,
and conditions, while the initiating country keeps political
responsibility without full Jegal visibility. This creates a struc-
ture where accountability is deliberately split. It is not absence
of responsibility. It is fragmentation of it.

Thislogic is notwithout precedent in the darker parts of recent
Western security practice, where distance was used as a tool
of legal and moral insulation. In accounts of CIA extraordinary
rendition and black site operations, as detailed in Ghost Plane:
The True Story of the CIA Rendition and Torture Program by
Stephen Grey and further analysed in The Black Banners by Ali
H.Soufan, the same structural impulse appears. The point was
not only control of individuals but control of visibility itself.
The more fragmented the system becomes, the harder it is to
identify where harm is assessed and addressed. If a person expe-
riences rights violations in an external facility, which court has
authority, which inspectorate has access, which political
body carries responsibility.

There is also a quiet shift in how enforcement is understood.
Itis no longer a simple choice between admission and exclu-
sion. It is becoming a chain of administrative stages spread
across multiple jurisdictions.

Entry control, asylum processing, appeal limits, removal deci-
sions, external transfer, detention pending return. Each stage
is separated and justified on its own terms. But the combined
effectis a system that is harder to challenge as a whole because
no single step appears decisive enough to contest.

What is emerging in Europe is not a clean policy shift but a
gradual reorganisation of how state power is distributed across
space. The centre keeps legal language and institutional iden-
tity. The periphery carries operational burden. Between them
is a growing zone of uncertainty where governance increas-
ingly operates, not only in migration policy but across areas
where states try to balance internal legitimacy with external
pressure.

The most important feature of this moment is not the design
of return hubs or detention rules. Itis the acceptance that gov-
ernance can function through separation of authority and exe-
cution. Once that idea stabilises, the structure expands on its
own. Each operational problem creates another external
arrangement.

Each legal constraint creates another procedural workaround.
The system does not collapse under contradiction. It adjusts
toit. Is the EU, once the most attractive supranational project
in modern history, now quietly dismantling its own moral archi-
tecture while borrowing the very Trump-style detention logic
it once dismissed?

Modi’s 12-year transformation of
India’s development paradigm

As Narendra Modi completes twelve years as
Prime Minister, assessments of his tenure natu-
rally crowd the public discourse. Most analysts
examine economic reforms, infrastructure growth,
foreign policyand national security. Yet one of the
most consequential transformations of this
period remains underexamined: a fundamental
reimagining of what social justice means in India.

For most of independent India’s history, social
justice was understood through a relatively
narrow lens - reservations, representation and
political participation. These were legitimate pri-
orities in a society shaped by centuries of caste-
based discrimination and exclusion. Over time,
however, the discourse calcified into electoral
arithmetic and identity mobilisation, often losing sight of the deeper question: were
ordinary citizens actually living better lives? The Modi government has challenged that
confinement. Its central proposition is that social justice cannot be measured by insti-
tutional representation alone. It must also be measured by access to housing, health-
care, education, economic opportunity and human dignity.

This philosophy is captured in the governing motto Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka
Vishwas, Sabka Prayas - development for all, with all, trusted by all and driven by all.
Under this framework, development itself becomes a vehicle for social transformation.
Modi’s own rise carries symbolic weight within this story. He became the first Prime
Minister from an Other Backward Class background to win repeated national mandates
on the strength of governance rather than dynasty or elite patronage. His ascent sig-
nalled a democratisation of political power in a country where leadership had histor-
ically concentrated within narrow social circles. But symbolism alone does not define
alegacy - policy does.

On representation, successive Union Councils of Ministers under Modi have includ-
ed significant participation from Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, OBC communi-
ties and women, earning recognition as among the most socially diverse cabinets in
independent India's history. On substantive
reform, perhaps the single most consequential
intervention was extending 27 percent OBC reser-
vation to the All India Quota in medical admissions
through NEET. For decades, a glaring inconsisten-
cy existed: OBC students competed for these seats
without the reservation benefits available in
state institutions. Correcting this anomaly was
widely regarded as the most significant pro-OBC
policy step since the Mandal Commission’s imple-
mentation.

Alongside this, granting constitutional status to
the National Commission for Backward Classes
addressed a long-standing demand from back-
ward-class organisations, embedding institution-
al protection into the constitutional framework itself. The Cabinet’s more recent endorse-
ment of caste enumeration reflects an acknowledgment that effective policymaking
requires clearer data on India’s social realities. The government has also invested in recog-
nising the intellectual and moral heritage of India’s social justice movement. Conferring
the Bharat Ratna on Karpoori Thakur - a towering figure for backward-class communi-
ties - carried deep resonance across generations. Similarly, the institutionalisation of
Dr.B.R. Ambedkar’s legacy, through the development of memorial sites and the obser-
vance of Constitution Day, has reinforced public consciousness of the foundational role
Ambedkar played in Indian democracy. These are not merely ceremonial gestures; they
connect contemporary governance to the long tradition of social justice thinking in India.

The government also expanded affirmative action beyond its traditional categories.
The introduction of 10 percent reservation for Economically Weaker Sections within the
general category formally recognised economic deprivation as an independent basis
for affirmative action - the first time such a principle was codified in India’s policy frame-
work. Crucially, this was designed without disturbing existing protections for SC, ST and
0BC communities. The passage of Women's Reservation legislation, guaranteeing one-
third of seats in the Lok Sabha and state assemblies, represents another structural com-
mitment to inclusive political participation.

Perhaps the most practically transformative initiative of the Modi years has been the
shift to beneficiary-centric welfare delivery. Historically, social welfare programmes haem-
orrhaged resources through leakages, middlemen and patronage networks. The con-
vergence of Jan Dhan bank accounts, Aadhaar-based authentication and Direct Benefit
Transfers fundamentally disrupted that model. Schemes including Ujjwala Yojana,
Ayushman Bharat, PM Awas Yojana, Swachh Bharat Mission and Jal Jeevan Mission have
extended basic capabilities - clean cooking fuel, heaith insurance, housing, sanitation
and piped water - to tens of millions of previously excluded citizens. The principle driving
these programmes is universality: delivery based on need, not political affiliation.

The cumulative impact on human welfare has been significant. Hundreds of millions
of Indians have seen imp! across idi ional poverty indi-
cators over the past decade. Poverty is not only a deficit of income - it is a denial of secu-
rity, dignity and opportunity. When a family gains a permanent home, healthcare cov-
erage or access to a bank account for the first time, those are social justice achievements
as much as economic ones. During the COVID-19 pandemic, the Pradhan Mantri Garib
Kalyan Anna Yojana provided free food grains to nearly 800 million people, demonstrat-
ing the state’s capacity to function as a guarantor of basic security in a national crisis.

Underlying all of this is a broader ideological shift - from identity politics to aspira-
tional politics. The traditional social justice framework asked who holds power. The Modi
framework adds a further question: do young Indians have access to education, skills,
healthcare and upward mobility regardless of background? Development, in this vision,
becomes the most powerful instrument of social transformation.

India’s social justice tradition has been shaped by towering figures - Ambedkar, who
builtits constitutional foundations; Karpoori Thakur, who gave
voice to backward communities; B.P. Mandal, who reshaped
the politics of representation. What the Modi years have
attempted is a synthesis: integrating representation, welfare
delivery, economic empowermentand cultural confidence into e dailypioneer
asingle governance framework. Whether that integration fully NikhilAnandBIP
succeeds remains for history to judge - but the ambition to move €9 MhilAnan
social justice from slogan to nation-building principle marks
a genuine shift in India’s political imagination.

NIKHIL ANAND

Dr. Nikhil Anand is the
National General Secretary of
the BJP 0BC Morcha

Key achievements of Prime Minister Narendra Modi in 12 years of governance

0On May 26,2014,

Narendra Modi

was sworn in as

India's  Prime

Minister after the

) v BJP-led National

/' . ‘s Democratic

Alliance swept the

Lok Sabha elec-

VK BAHUGUNA tions. On May 10,

2026, he quietly

crossed a historic

threshold - 4,399 days in office - surpassing the

4,398-day tenure of Jawaharlal Nehru, India’s first

Prime Minister. Winning three consecutive man-

dates, Modi expanded B|P's state-level presence

from 7 to 22 governments, covering 72 per cent

of India's landmass and 78 per cent of its pop-

ulation. Over these twelve years, his leadership

has fundamentally reoriented India's governance

ethos, economic ambitions, and global standing,

anchored by the guiding philosophy of “Sabka

Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas” - together
with all, development for all, trust of all.

The transformation of India's economic
architecture has been sweeping. The nominal
GDP nearly doubled, climbing from 125.41 lakh
crore to ¥345 lakh crore, placing India at
approximately $4.15 trillion and cementing its
position as the world's fifth-largest economy by
nominal terms and third-largest by purchasing
power parity. Per capita income rose from
86,647 t0 ¥2,19,575.

The 2017 introduction of the Goods and

Services Tax unified a fragmented indirect tax
maze into a single “One Nation, One Tax"
framework, eliminating cascading levies and
widening the formal tax base. Demonetisation
in 2016 targeted black money and counterfeit
currency, accelerating the shift toward digital
transactions. The Insolvency and Bankruptcy
Code resolved stressed assets worth lakhs of
crores. Foreign exchange reserves climbed to
approximately $670 billion. FDI inflows surged
following liberalisation in defence, railways,
and insurance. Make in India propelled
manufacturing in electronics, solar energy,
semiconductors, and pharmaceuticals. Startup
India grew the entrepreneurial ecosystem from
a few hundred ventures to over 3.3 lakh
recognised startups. Defence exports, once a
modest 1,900 crore, scaled to ¥23,000 crore - a
testament to India’'s growing strategic
manufacturing capability.

Perhaps nowhere is the imprint of this era
more visible than in India's physical
infrastructure. National highways expanded
from 98,000 km to 1.46 lakh km under the
Bharatmala scheme. The Gati Shakti National
Master Plan brought multimodal connectivity
planning under one integrated framework.
Railways saw comprehensive modernisation -
electrification, Vande Bharat trains, high-speed
corridors,  station redevelopment, and
Dedicated Freight Corridors that improved
logistics efficiency nationwide.Operational
airports more than doubled from 74 to over 160,
with the UDAN scheme democratising air travel

to smaller towns. Solar energy capacity leaped
from a negligible 2.6 GW to over 110 GW,
underpinned by the International Solar Alliance
co-founded with France.

The welfare architecture constructed over this
period is historically significant in both scale and
intent. Direct Benefit Transfers minimised
leakages, saving over 33 lakh crore that would
otherwise have been lost to corruption. The
Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana opened over 58
crore bank accounts, integrating women and
rural populations into the formal financial
system. The Swachh Bharat Mission oversaw the
construction of over 12 crore household toilets,
enabling India to declare itself Open Defecation
Free. Over 10 crore LPG connections were
provided to poor households under the Ujjwala
Yojana, reducing indoor air pollution and easing
the daily burden on women.

Ayushman Bharat (PM-JAY) extended health
insurance coverage of 35 lakh per family to over

55 crore beneficiaries - one of the largest public
health programmes in human history. Food
security was assured for 80 crore people during
and after COVID-19. PM-KISAN provided direct
income support to farmers, while Skill India and
Stand-Up India strengthened employment
pathways and supported marginalised
entrepreneurs including women and Scheduled
Communities. One initiative that merits special
mention is Hunar Haat - exhibitions at Pragati
Maidan and venues across the country
showcasing the craftsmanship of over 15 lakh
Muslim artisans. For observers who have
attended these over many years, the visible
uplift of these communities represents a quiet
but profound social achievement, one that
ironically came despite these communities
largely withholding their electoral support.
India's digital leap has been globally
recognissed. The Unified Payments Interface
grew from near-zero in 2016 to over 22 billion
monthly transactions by 2026. The CoWIN
platform enabled one of the world's largest
COVID-19 vaccination drives. Investments in
semiconductor manufacturing,  artificial
intelligence, and cybersecurity have positioned
India for the demands of the Fourth Industrial
Revolution. On the world stage, Modi's personal
diplomacy elevated India's stature considerably.
The abrogation of Article 370 in August 2019
completed the constitutional integration of
Jammu and Kashmir. Surgical strikes, the Balakot
operation, and more recently Operation Sindoor
signalled India’s willingness to act decisively

against cross-border terrorism. The successful
evacuation of Indian citizens from conflict zones
reinforced India's soft power.

The abolition of Triple Talaq protected Muslim
women from a regressive practice. Labour code
consolidations  streamlined decades of
overlapping regulation. Transparent coal-block
auctions generated substantial revenue, while
anti-corruption measures and institutional
accountability reforms restored credibility to
public systems.

Looking Ahead

cl remain - concerns
persist and growth has not been uniform across
all regions and communities. Yet the
foundational work of these twelve years is
undeniable. India has moved perceptibly
toward self-reliance, digital empowerment, and
infrastructure modernity, with welfare
genuinely reaching communities that were long
bypassed. As India sets its sights on developed-
nation status by 2047, the platform buiit in this
era provides both the springboard and the proof
of concept. The story of this tenure is ultimately
one of bold structural reform fused with mass-
scale human empowerment — a combination
that has measurably altered India’s trajectory on
the world stage.

© altyioneer
(The writer is former IFS officer

and Chaiman of Centre for @9 @TheDailyPioneer
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Stock market efficiency:
we need value investors

India’s mutual fund industry has kept equity indices resilient by drawing retail inflows into

shares. Yet, to optimize its basic role in the economy, this market needs a wider mix of views

ndia’s favoured ‘R’ word, resilience, has
been written all over the country’s retail
embrace of equity investment. Data pub-
lished last week by the Association of
Mutual Fundsin India (Amfi) shows that in
May, equity assets held via mutual funds
(MFs) rose L1% over April’s figure to over 336.1
trillion—thanks to net equity inflows of 22,907
crore. While thiswas 40% less than April's net
intake, it marked the 63rd month of an unbro-
ken positive run. A heroic role was played by
96.4 million systematic investment plan (SIP)
accounts that pumped in 330,954 crore—aimed
mostly at stocks—last month, adip ofjust 1%
from April. However, while SIP inflows held
steady, given their opt-out setting that turns
them passive, Amfi numbers also signalled the
end of an upswell in active equity MF mop-ups
that had defied war gloom for two months. The
idea of ‘buying the dips’ might have lost some
traction as hope of a transitory energy shock
receded. Cheer had anyway been scarce, with
stock indices a picture of war-struck flux. The
BSE Sensex dropped by 2.8% in May; as per
Amfi’s count, while local institutions snapped
up shares worth 382,165 crore, foreign ones
sold stocks worth 332,963 crore last month.
Inessence, ‘buy the dips’ is the advice of an
emerging-market hypothesis: that share prices
over long spans will track the economy’s rise.
Asmuch commentary suggests, what puts the
flighty money of global investors at odds with
suchareason-to-buy is their favoured *V' word
inrisk-off times—valuation. Last week, Sensex
stocks were trading at a level just above 20
times their trailing annual earnings. Placed
against their pace of profit growth and com-
pared with markets elsewhere, that does look
steep. But prices often move less on business

results than on waves of capital, as shaped by
the cost of credit. While domestic factors clearly
matter, this century has seen the effects of US
Fed action amplify. Eased dollar supply after
9/11and a dotcom crash, for example, played a
role in an uprun that elevated the Sensex price-
earnings (PE) ratio in 2007 and 2008. The US
Fed had slowly been rolling backits ultra-easy-
money policy, but once US finance began to
quake after a heady risk binge, another wave of
crisis-easing flows returned to chase Indian
assets. Equity inflow patterns show that global
money chasing hot returns in risk-on phases
can pile gleefully into a Sensex PE well above 20
if there’sa quick policy-rate-gap buck to be
made. We saw this with the global covid-easing
gush of easy credit that drove up asset prices all
around; five years ago, the Sensex PE ratio was
above 30, a covid blip sustained by a mass influx
of retail funds. Since then, the market's story
has been one of local flows versus foreign out-
flows, with global investors staying largely
aloof—even though the Fed began easing on
the eve of last year’s Trump shake-up.

Last weeK’s dr op in price volatility on news of
Iran-US truce talks may have calmed nerves,
but whether it’s a signal or noise, India’s equity
market can’t escape its need to track earnings
amid ebbs and flows of liquidity. Even though
the incentive structures of MFs feature risk
restraints, so long as they are driven by market-
value aims, PE inflation is likely to persist
astructural bias. By efficient-market theory, a
more diverse blend of views would fix that. Alas,
we seem short of classic ‘value’ investors. What
stocks yield as income regardless of capital
gains may sound like a fuddy-duddy question,
but it's also what underpins the stock market’s
role as an allocator of capital in the economy.
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Attract foreign direct spending
to keep a steady external balance

Indian cities must improve for India to rely on the billions more that overseas visitors could spend

NITIN PAI

is co-founder and director of The
Takshashila Institution, an independent
centre for research and education in public
policy

ast month, I demonstrated how

India’s social capital deficiency

shows up asa current account defi-
cit through gold imports. Now [ want to
drawattention to another way we are
losing large amounts of potential for-
eign exchange earnings. If Indian cities
were more liveable, walkable and enjoy-
able, we would attracta lot more foreign
direct expenditure (FDE) than the $35
billion we currently get.

According to the tourism ministry’s
dashboard, that is how much 20 million
international tourists, including non-
resident Indians, spent in total in 2024,
coveringleisure, medical, education
and otheractivities, Anupam Manur,
my economist colleague at Takshashila,
estimates thatif we had doubled the
travel earnings that year. it would not
only have more than covered the entire
year's currentaccount deficit but left us
withasurplus of $11 billion. In other
words, if we had attracted 40 million
tourists last year, our macroeconomic
position would be alot less stressful.

Itis time Indian policymakers started
paying serious attention to foreign visi-
torsasanimportant source of foreign
currency earnings. We should classify
this hard curr ency income as FDE
rather than tourism revenue to better
capture its importance, track it in
greater granularity and implement
policies that boost it.

Youmight wonderif thisis mer

ped..mu( exercise in rebranding tour-

aboutidentifying, cleaning up and
building roads and hotels Arulm(l old
laces of reli
cance, spots of natural beauty, wildlife
reserves and other similal 1ghtacem£{
spots. Some of these efforts have been
wordinary and draw visitors from
around the world. Income from sight-
seeing contributes to tourism revenues,
but tourism isa much larger business
than this.

Ithink a big reason why India under-
pcrfomu countries like Singapore,
Malaysia, Thailand and the UAE in tour-
hat the. government conflates
tourism with sightseeing, leading toa
concentration of effort around specific
special-purpose destinations. Toearna
lotmore from foreigners, India must
work on general purpose destinations,
Foreigners visiting ‘non-tourist’ i
Europe, America and Ea
money on arange of activi

£ ' York goes there to
the Statue of Liberty. Most people
spend money on food, accommodation
and transport even if they don’t splurge
onshoppingand concert tickets.

Many visit New York just to experi-
ence New Yorkand America. Thisis not
the case in India, where foreign tourists
are pacl\ed offto some sight-seeing
ion because Indian cities are

much. That's the point: Indian cities
must become more attractive to draw
more foreign visitors who spend more
time and more money in them. France
attracts five times as many foreign tour-

use people find itan attractive
tovisit. It'snot the case that
onlyrichand developed countries do
well. Vietnam, the size of an average
Indian state, matches India in terms of
the number of foreign visitors. Mala
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Ibelieve the
accurately reflects not the
truth, which is
efficient market hypothesis
says,
efficiently reflects
everybody’s opinion as to

beats India. China receives seven times
asmany foreign visitors as India.

Inotherwords, we can address
India’s balance of payments problems
bymaking our cities liveable. The ugli-
ness, pollution and shabbiness of our
habitatsis not only giving us a low qual-
ity oflife, but also undermining our
macroeconomic strength and geo-eco-
nomic power. Ergo, making our cities
liveable becomes that rare public policy
objective that not only cutsacross
Union, state and municipal govern-
ments, but also institutions such as the
Reserve Bank of India.

Ihave friends in Bengaluru who have
devoted their lives and large amounts of
wealth to improve governance and
infrastructure in the city. Given the out-
comes, the best they cansay is that
things would have been much worse
had it not been for their efforts. The
story is the same, more or less, in all our
major cities.

Nodoubt, improving our
hard, perhaps impossibly so.
schemes and mi
infrastructure, but real change requires
aninternal transformation among citi-
zens. AsIhave argued in earlier col-
umns, until a large fraction of its people
develop the consciousness of belonging
toa common civic community, the city
1l notimprove. Our cities are in bad
shape because our society |
capital deficit.

It might help ifwe started measuring
how many foreigners vi

heir spending, not because we
seek their approval but because they
give us an objective sense of how well
we're doing
comes. If FDE is tracked with the same
asforeign ctinvestment
and foreign portfolio investment, state
governments might pay more attention
to what they ought to have done for
their citizens anyway. It is useful to
remind New Delhi's economic policy-
makers that macroeconomic problems
often involve getting the most basic
thingsright.
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market
what the

but it accurately and

what’s true.
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Anidea for the cockroach movement so that it survives

MANU JOSEPH

is ajournalist, novelist, and the
creator of the Netflix series,
‘Decoupled’

very decade or so. young people in
Indiadiscover there is corruption, and
they gather somewhere in Delhi to
transform the nation. This happens under
theinfluence ofa charismaticcommon man
who goes to war against the giant govern-
ment. Millions then follow him and gatherin
festive congregations. Foreign correspond-
entsand lndwntmmed tothinklike I'umgn

could land himin prison foryears. But where
is he headed? What exactly does he want?
So far, he hasnot been clearabout w: anting
tocontest elections. A real or proclaimed dis-
taste for polls, and hence power, isa familiar
phaseinamodern revolution where revolu-
tionaries portray themselves as selfless and
uninterested in material things. But cock-
roaches are doomed if they don't contest
elections and doomed if they do. There isa
way, though, for Dipke to be more than justa
protestoraskinguncles tobe nice, contest the
ugly mess of elections that idealists rarely
survive intact, and yet triumph unlike anyone
bdnre Inm Ile h.’n. to do that one thing no
i

cor all them Ge
phabet, whowill create some “spring.” Inthe
end, the young become old.

The Cockroach Janata Party is the 2026
version of an amateur political storm. Its
founder, Abhijeet Dipke, issupremely articu-
late, instantly trustworthy and likeable in a
way seasoned politicians are not. He also
seems shrewd. He may well know that his
demands, like the resignation of India’s edu-
cation minister, cannot be met. So, he can
keep his movement going. Even the wa;
laces his callsto protest with the word ‘peace-
ful’ reflects the wise caution of a man who
knows one wrong move in modern India

listen to me.

To be clmr. India has space for a mass
movement thatis purely reformistand does
not require electoral validation. If magic,
spirituality and diet can make people alter
their behaviour, then a movement could
train modern Indians to be smarter citizens.
Suchaforce would not only demand a better
life from the political class, but also demand
that citizens behave like intelligent beingsin
public, follow the rules, keep the nation
clean and stop bribing people for services.
Such a revolution can even get a political
consensus, as long as it does not threaten
higher forms of corruption.

But the Cockroach Janata Party is
social movement. It displ

not a
“learloathing

until the new
shave seen

political class too won't res|
threat recedes. Afterall, politi

ies have.

forthe goves ent. Such. hasno I atelec-
choice but to be political; a political move- | tionswere loodlrl\ was hard to sustain. So, what would I do if T was Dipke? How
ment needs to go political. Its reluctance to Idealists may be good at creatingaspecta- | would I sustain an idealistic and popular

accept thisand inevitable plunge into politics | cle, but once the main reason why people
isforetold by events hardly 15 years ago. ravitat isthemisover, soistheshow.
Dipke’s party may be And so it happened with
hopular but its fame & H People gotbored of
}‘m‘;liou of the hysteria A Startup in hjsfnst_slmlll)wli‘:;ukcwimn
Anna Hazare generated H HH Gandhian orange juice. One
when he, after hislettersto Indian po" Ics ofhisdeputies, Arvind Kej-
Sonia Gandhi wentunan- eyl achieve a  rival mayhavesensed this
swered, came to Delhi, sat when he took the move-
onapavementnearapub-  |ot jf it sets itself mentintoelectoral politics.
lic urinal and began a fast Itsucceeded, butalso trans-
that he said he wouldend @ sunset clause: formed it into something
only when he dies or the . . resemblingthe very thingit
Congress-ledgovernment — once the ]ob IS  claimedtofight.

puts in place his bizarre
ideas to end political cor-
ruption (suc! hassettingup
orruption watcl
dog filled with Magsaysay award winners.)
There were not many pmpl(' on the first
day, butthemedia framed it asthough there
were throngs. Eventually, the middle class
atever they wished lo seein

done, it departs

“The young willget bored
of the cockroach agitation

go on would be to contest
elections. For this, it will need money, which
could attract people with the smarts. Dipke

mightsearch for other Dipkes—idealists who
canwinelections. He will realize there are not
many. People who can win elections bring

Landani pol
began. He said hi

theirown pra thatcould endanger the
movement., hile, the entrenched

political movement? I'd convert it into the
‘10-Year Party. Itwould contest elections on
the promise that ifit comesinto power, it will
disband after10 years. That way, I preserve
‘my idealism, sustain my innocent amateur-
ishness, proclaim selflessness and, more
importantly, keep the ‘filth’ out. Also, the
political class will look at my agitation as
something that will pass.

Allmoral ideas have a consensus. Nobody
in India, whether they like cockroaches or
not, doubts that India needs reform and that
exam question papers should not leak. A
10-year pﬂll I(d]])dl‘“ canattract voters from
acrossthe -al spectrumas lewould
considerit nansnc‘nt. aformation that would
reform the nation and then go away. Voting
isnotalw. eople need the old
political class for many ugly things. The
world is what it is because people are what
theyare v, they
vote forreform. The bestv
survive in Indian politics
temporary. Youcanachievealot in thisworld
ifyou ople youarenot
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Brics Bridge: it's not too far if all
members resolve to push ahead

There’s a compelling case for a competitive cross-border payment system that reduces risks and rivals dollar-based channels

"RAVEEN TIWARI

G.N. BAJPAI &
are, respectively, former chairman, Sebi and
LIC; and former deputy comptroller and auditor
general and member, National Financial
Reporting Authority.

wift, the familiar acronym for Society
for Worldwide Interbank Financial
Telecommunication, has been the
backbone of international banking
communication for over 50 years. Over
11,000 financial institutions in 200
c ounme\ use Swift for trillions of transactions
. But geopolitics, unilateral sanctions that
tal finance, etc, are
dri l\mg the development of faster. cheaperalterna-
tives that are free of Swift's structural limitations.
The world no longer operates at the pace it did in
1973, when Swift setup. The structural draw-
backs of Swift include a single-currency (US dollar)
architecture, delays, costs and vulnerability to geo-
political leverage.

International transfers reportedly take 1-5 busi-
nessdays. The world, used to real-time communi-
cation, needs speedier settlement. Swift now
claims that 90% ofits cross-border payments reach
the beneficiary bank in underan hour.

Swift does not process payments, Itis uul\ a

ing system that advises cor
banks to transfer money. According to the World
Bank, the average cost of sending $200 across bor-
ders (predominantly Swift transfers) is 6.36%. The
cost includes fees charged by the sending bank,
eachintermediary correspondent bank, the
receiving bank, a forex mark-up and investigation
fees if something goes wrong. According to Swift,
financial institutions spend more than $1.6 billion
annually probing delayed payments, which take
5-10 working daysto resolve.

Hackers have exploited the security vulnerabili-
ties of banks connected to Swift. Notable breaches
include 2016 theft of $81 million from Bangladesh
Bank through a network compromise. In the Nirav
Modi fraud of 2018, involvi mg$l 8 billion, Smﬁw.u

fter the freezing of $300 billion of Ru:
nd its debarment from Swift in February
2022 following its invasion of Ukraine. The
endeavours accelerated after the Brics ex ion

exist: China’s CIPS, Russia’s SPFS and India’s UPL
Bries Bridge must overcome technical, legal and
geopolitical challenges. Different national curren-
cies, ge ies, legal and political systems and

in 2024 that took the UAE, Iran, Egypt, Ethiopia
and Saudi Arabia into its fold.

The Brics Kazan Declaration of 2024 noted that
the group accounted for over 40% of the world's
GDP, compared to the 29% of G-7 countries, and $1
trillion in global trade, with 65% of the flows
between member states transacted in local curren-
cies. It envisaged a Brics Cross-Border Payment

rivalries would all need to be tackled.

Indications are that, unlike Swift, Brics Bridge
will provide both messaging and clearing/settle-
ment as well aslocal-currency settlement options.
ecrease due to the elimination of layes
of correspondent banks. Its multi-currency archi
tecture will mitigate exchange-rate risk.

Bn(: Budgc must comply with international

2

Initiative (BCBPI) to simplify cr¢

ments

used toissue ized letters of
(LoUs), which remained unreconciled due o lack
of integration with India’s Core Banking Solution.
The alternatives to Swift built so far include the
low-cost Single Euro Payments Area (Sepa) for
euro transfers across the EU/EEA, China’s Cross-
Border Interbank Payment System (CIPS) for the
renminbi, Russi
hassome cross-border links, and India’s UPTnow
available for use in nine countries, including
France and Singapore. Yet, none has the universal
acceptability required in an interdependent world.
The Brics Foreign Ministers’ Meeting held on 15
May underscored the importance of developing a
fast, low-cost, more accessible, efficient, transpar-
ent, neutral and safe cross-border payment system
among Brics and other nations to support greater
trade and investment flow
Reforming the global financial architecture has
been on the Brics agenda since its first summit in
2009. The Brics Bridge concept crystallized in

pay-
members, with a blockchain- Inwd
financial messaging system. The Brics Brazil joint
statement of July 2025 welcomed a technical
report, though its details were not disclosed. Swift
has also announced plam toadd a blockchain-
based ledgerto

Auniversally acceptable payment s
incorporate several essential featus
enable real-time transfers and direct settlement
between participant banks without an intermedi-
arysuch asa correspondent bank. It must be amul-
ti-currency architecture bereft of single-currency
dominance. According to Nobel laureate Joseph
Stiglit ngle reserve currency creates global
instability and inequity. Its governance must be
decentr d, ofaconsortium. The new
also ensure interoperability with
ft, central bank digital currencies, domestic
payment systems such as India’s UPI and other
blockchain-based networks.

The building blocks for Brics Bridge already

v laundering and fighting
the hnanungnf terrorand ‘proliferation.’
There'sacompelling case for an efficient, cost-
effective international payment system that ena-
bles settlement (including in local currencies) with
reduced risks of exchange-rate fluctuations and
unilateral sanctions. Brics Bridge could offera
competitive alternative. Intime, it could lead to the
rise of more global financial centres. In The Dollar
Trap (2014), Cornell University Professor Eswar
Prasad hypothesized that the world istrapped in
the dollar because the alternatives are worse. In
2022, Economist Zoltan Pozsar predicted the
emergence of Bretton-Woods 11, comprising two
monetary blocs—one for West-West trade in dol-
larsand the other for East-East trade in other cur-
rencies. As he postulated, the new system should
not be designed toreplace the dollar, but should sit
beside it. Countries can choose rails depending on
who they are trading with or what works better.
The Brics summit scheduled in India this Sep-
tember must indicate what the future holds.
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China’s Al job-shock response
could hold lessons for others

Beijing’s plan may be flawed but at least it’s confronting the crisis

CATHEF THORBECKE
is a Bloomberg Oplnlon columnist covering
Asiatech.

¢ adop(ers of Alis an already fr
labour market, persistent youth unem-
ployment and a deep anxiety about the
future of white-collar work.

That tension is now surfacing in court-
rooms and policy signals as Beijing wakes
up toafearit cannot afford to ignore: That
the Alhoom could turni bust for liveli-

The Al race may hinge on which country
can manage its after-effects.  istockeroto

rate forthose 16to 24, excluding students,
isover16%. Evenasheep-herdingjobwent
nmlnquIm attracting more than 1,000
sin just two days.

hoods. The government is not trying to slow
Aldown;itistryingtoaverta political prob-
lem. The US should be watching closely.
The Chinese government has reportedly
ed to warn employers, particularly
tech firms, nottocutjobsas they adopt AL
1\ bans of lngh profile court rulmgs in

]:d]'llt‘l‘ l.hxn ear, the ministry ofhuman
resourcesand social security said it would
rollout measuresto address AI'simpact on
employment. The official document has
yettobe released, but the ministry teased

targeted employment support for key
industriesand expanded a\smanue foruni-

1 Beijing that ided with
Iald»uﬁ tech workers is gaining interna-
tional attention, setting a precedent that
implementing the technology isno excuse
to fire humans. It'sa start, and a welcome
contrast to the US, where Al has increas-
ingly becomea convenient cover for shed-

ith

versity and young jok

Matt Sheehan, a senior fellowat the Carne-
gie Endowment for International Peace,
has written that China’s Al policy insiders
only recentlyawakened to the scale of the
Jjobsrisk. Beijing does not want to become
a welfare state, but has little interest in

dingjobsthat may have as much t
unrelated cost cutting.

But case-by-case litigation is an inade-
quate instrument for a potential labour
shockat thisscale. It may catchor prevent
some obvious Al-related cuts. Yet it leaves
the burden on displaced workers to navi-

slowing devel The resultisa bal-
ancingact focused on stalling the worst of
the labour market impact and buying time.

You cannot manage what you cannot
measure, Itis essential that policymakers
onbothsidesof the Pacific require disclo-
sures for Al-related |ob cuts. Company

gate a slow, uncertain and

intimidating legal process.
There isno perfect solution. Rules that

makeit hdl‘d(l tocut (>\|¢tmgjnlm analso

leavec cre-

ating new ones. That is a risky trade-off
when Al is seemingly coming for entry-
levelroles first, and in a country where mil-
lions of university graduates already com-
pete for fewer white-collar openings. A
policy meant to ease the employment ci
could end up hardening the divide
between insiderswith protected positions
and outsiders trying to break in.

While none of this is a long-term fix,
blunting the transition matters. Creatinga
bridge during the messy middle phase of Al
diffusion could define its trajectory. In
Chinu,lhelhredl isnot confined to white-
collar work, The n].readv premnuus sig
economy is bein,
aver -mile delivery and robotaxi
threatening DiDi ride-hail drivers. These
jobs may be insecure and poorly paid, but
they have functioned asan absorber of eco-
nomic stress. If automation weakens that
valve, the polxu <lal\es for Benmq will

leadershavea ility here too. Even
ifthe technology isnot leading tojob-level
cuts, sharing data on how it is reshaping
workatthe tasklevel is crucial for navigat-
ing the transition. A ‘re-training’ policy
sounds helpful, but can be incredibly hol-
low; encouraging people to develop
‘humanskills' like emotional intelligence
or critical thinking. But understanding
what tasks within workplaces machines
still cannot do can offer some direction.
Chinese citizens' embrace of Al in the
face ofhigh youth unemployment may| look
o lictory to US eyes. Yet und it
is a fear of being left behind—a palpable
anxiety in both countries. As Zilan Qian, a
researchassociate at the Oxford China Pol-
icy Lab, writes: “Americans watching
China’s Al frenzy might not be lookingata
rival butinto amirror.” The idea that Wash-
ington cannot regulate Big Tech without
handinga win to Beijing is getting tired
ADeepSeekseniorresearcherissued a
rare warning last year thatamark of suc-
cess for the Al revolution “is that it repla-
ces thevast majority of humanjobs.” The
nationthat ‘wins' the race might not be the

only
bea ma|unhre.xt tothe government’slegit-
imacy, letalone Al ambitions,

onethat jobs, but that
figures out what comes afterwards.

China’s planis flawed, but Washington's

China’s urban youth yment

How India should address fears of AL's impact on jobs

R.BALASUBRAMANIAM

ting product gaps. Al may

& DEBJANI GHOSH

are, respectively, member, and
distinguished fellow, Niti Aayog.

here are two prominent views in the
Al-and-jobs debate. The first warns

that we are standing at the edge of a
white-collar employment cliff. Artificial
intelligence (AI) will replace work across
coding, customer support, analytics, legal
and medical domains. This fear is not irra-
tional. Frontier systems have shown striki
progress on coding benchmarks and score
strongly on reasoning, legal and medical
tests, even if their real-world reliability lags.
he counterview argues thatwe over-at-

layerbut the rest becomes morev; aluable ln
software engineering, Al collapses simple

coding but increases the importance of

Jjudgement and systems thinking.

Instead ofasking whether Al will destroy
Jjobs,weshould askwhich tasks it will auto-
mate, augment or leave deeply human. This
is where the “human sandwich” idea from
Dan Shipper, CEO of Every, becomes useful.
In complex work, the human sits on both
sides of AL A human frames the problem,
provides context and defines success. Al
handles much of the execution. A human
thenreviews, judges, corrects and extends
the output. Alsits in the middle but human
capability ultimately determines value.

chx) sown e\permn(‘e is telling. Even

tribute layoffs to AL Many
hired during the pandemic and are now cor-
recting course. Al has become a convenient
scapegoat for decisions driven by margin
pressure, weak demand and bloated struc-
tures. Clear evidence of economy-wide
Al-induced unemployment remains absent.
Both views get something right but miss
something important. Jobs are bundles of
tasks. A customer support role includes
answel ngmuune quene: hdmlhng escala-
tions, i

after
not chmlm(edflhmrwnrkevolwd Peoplc
now spend more time framing, reviewing,
managingand improving Al-assisted work-
flows. Recent analysis of millions of job
Vi cies shows that Al-focused roles
increasingly demand resilience, agility and
analytical thinking.

Thetask lensrevealsaclear pattern. Sim-
ple, repetitive, low-context work faces the
greatest pressure: data entry, basic ticketing,
routine testing, low-end content, simple

doc ion and back-office processes.

This matters deeply to India. Millions of

young people enter the workforce through
these lower-rung jobs. As Al reshapes the
first step of the employment ladder, India’s
real opportunity lies in transforming the
entry-level pathway itself—turning the first
rung from routine task

work into a launchpad for ance packages and
Al-fluent value creation. We must turn accountability.
isa ening waiti H i Se s i

to be tapped and wii Al2dOPLONINGO i £, 50 e
require coordinated work an Opportunity EducationtoE \pluvmenl
acrossgovernment, indus- and Enterpris
wgpdeheaion, - for theyouthto St rpeinie
cn;uur\gl{m;;hlg,lvlllerup te  pursue valuable sl:_oujd (Ili_rnclt lxhc;\ clreatiml:
value chain. The more ofa practical, task-by-task
u;mplm th;'_ml). tlw] mur(]' careers based I'llill[‘) I'(l)r keﬁ'is(l‘cmll 3 \"er(gi'
itbecomes human-plus-Al . task should be classifies
rather than Al-only.  ON human skills into‘automate’, ‘augment’

Domain knowledge, trust,
accountability, empathy,
negotiation, field understanding, institu-
tional memory and judgement remain irre-
placeable. As Al makes average output
cheap, differentiated human capability
becomes even more valuable.

What should Indiado to helpvuungpe(r

First, recognize that Aladoption s not just
a private productivity decision. A recent
Hangzhou case in China, where a court ruled
against arbitrary dismissal based on Al capa-
bility and awarded ion, offers a

ship programmes must be re-imagined for
the Al era, training young people for human-
plus-Al work from day one.

Fourth, India’s IT and business process
(BPM) sector must move

lesson. Indiashould not ban automation but
Al-led restructuring must include re-train-
ing, re-assignment, sever-

beyond labourarbitrage. The model of
low-cost human resources for repeatable
workisexactly what Al disrupts. They must
offer higher-value, judgement-rich services.

Finally,we must unlock skills. Al produc-
tivity depends on the abilities of humans
using it. A weak worker with Al produces
faster mediocrity. A strong worker with Al

or ‘human-edge’ buckets.

e aordinary leverage.
The future of work will be shaped by the
wisdom ofour institutionsand the ambition
ofour people. India has crossed such thresh-
olds before—turning a young population
intoa g]ul)al software powerhouse and a
ity gap into world-lea .u.bmbnm
public inh:ﬁtl ucture. The Al moment is
anothersuch threshold.

Training pr
must then be built around real workflows,
not generic certificates.

Third, protect and upgrade the entry-

Ifwetreat I capabili-
tiestoamplify rather than costs to cut, and if
the government, industry leadersand educa-
tors move with shared purpose, India can

level ladder. Frest Id learn tosuper-
vise Al agents, validate outputs, handle
exceptions, work with domain data and

ple cross this bridge

context ice-

convert thi: toan tunity for

anew fIndi
that are more human skill- dem.mdmg And

valuable than ever.
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The switch India
doesn’t hold

A single US directive took Anthropic's most
capable models offline everywhere. India should
read it as a warning, not an inconvenience

n Friday, on the orders of the US government,

Anthropic switched off its two most powerful

artificial intelligence (AI) models worldwide.

The directive barred all foreign nationals
from using Fable 5 and Mythos 5 on national-security
grounds; the company says it gave no specific reason,
but believes the concern was that the models could be
jailbroken to aid cyberattacks. India, home to the
second-largest base of Claude users after the US, lost
access with everyone else.

To be sure, the models are not irreplaceable;
Anthropic offers others, as do its rivals OpenAl and
Google. Nothing collapsed on Friday. Lesser models
stayed live, and the task Indians most often turn to
these tools for —writing software — has ready
substitutes. But Fable 5 and Mythos 5 are, by most
accounts, the most capable yet built, and the
mechanism of their removal is the lesson. It was, on
the available record, the first time a company disabled
such a capability on the order of a government. The
restriction reached only the most advanced and most
expensive tier this time. The next could be narrower
and sharper—an adversary nation, a particular use, a
named company. Built at scale into how countries
work and learn, that dependence is a strategic risk.
Where these models reach intelligence and defence
work, it becomes strategic in the plainest sense.

India, like most of the world, does not have
companies like Anthropic or OpenAlL And its
sovereign answer, the IndiaAl Mission, is not built for
this contest. Its entire ¥10,372-crore budget over five
years —spread across chips, datasets, skilling and
subsidies — is roughly what it now costs to train a
single frontier model once, upward of a billion dollars.
The mission funds Indian-language models and
shared computing. That is useful industrial policy. But
it buys access to the technology, not the capacity to
make it, and pooled compute does not close a research
gapa decade in the making.

What follows is not a demand for an Indian frontier
model by next year; that is a fantasy. Itis a demand
that the mission stop mistaking procurement for
capability — that it fund frontier research, and the
people to do it, rather than coupons for borrowed
chips. Indians helped build the frontier it now rents;
the talent was never the constraint. It works, for now,
for those who hold the switch.

No succour for families
ayear after the Al crash

year after the Air India flight 171 crashed in

Ahmedabad, the families of the 260 killed in

the accident still await answers. Closure is a far
cry. The accident’s central question — whether the
fuel supply to both engines of the aircraft was cut by
human hand or a fault in the machinery — surely
needs a thorough, careful investigation. But after a
yearlong wait, the bland bureaucratese of the five-
paragraph statement from India’s Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau (AAIB) — giving very few
updates on the investigation’s progress and justa
broad overview — does precious little for the grieving
families of victims.

Apart from saying that the inquiry was proceeding
across aircraft systems, flight recorder data, and
engine-related components, the statement offered
barely any insights. No timelines were projected for
concluding the investigation or submitting a final
report. There was no update on the status of the
examination GE, the engine manufacturer, is
conducting at its US facility. Nor were there any
details on potential hold-ups. While aviation sector
experts believe that such investigations may
sometimes take a long time to conclusively establish
the facts leading to crashes, the AAIB could have
communicated about aspects of the investigation
concluded so far and, without committing toa
timeline, indicated if the process is nearing
completion. That would have been some manner of
salve for the families dealing with grief and anxiety.

Instead, by choosing to say so little, the AAIB has
allowed the speculation about human involvement
and counter-theories — and, thereby, culpability —
emanating since the release of its preliminary report
last July, to linger. At a time when the families
needed succour, AAIB gave them only a reiteration of
the investigation's protocols and procedures. The two
families of the deceased pilots, awaiting absolution,
are still enveloped in ignominy of rumours.

The growing trend of
abuse and the projected
rise in the share of the
elderly in the country’s
population portend
serious threats. The ambit
of policy needs to be
broadened to prevent this

itting alone on a park bench

for hours in the national

capital, 72-year-old Shanti

Devi's hope was fading. Her

son had left her there — in

those unknown surround-
ings — without money to survive
alone and without contact details she
could use to reach him or return to
what she had called home all these
years. She already had the sinking
feeling that he wouldn't take her back,
even if she somehow found her way
home. Passersby had mostly ignored
her, though despair was writ large on
her face. A policeman eventually
noticed her distress— perhaps alerted
by one of the park's visitors —and
checked on her before sending her to
ashelter home.

As we mark the World Elder Abuse
Awareness Day on June 15, it is deeply
saddening that abandonment cases
like Shanti’s are no longer rare. A
tragic reality is playing out now —
many older men and women are
being left on the streets, in markets,
temples, railway stations and hospi-
tals —with or without health liabili-
ties. Considered a form of elder mis-
treatment, abuse, neglect, and rights
violation, abandonment is becoming

aserious concern in an ageing world.
In India, which already has one of the
largest populations of older adults,
the number of seniors is rapidly ris-
ing. Demographic trends project that
the 60-plus age segment will account
for over 20% of the country’s popula-
tion by 2050, rising from the current
11-12% to reach 347 million. Against
such a backdrop, rising abandonment
poses a serious future threat too.
Many more cases of elder abuse are
being recorded now than earlier. But
a significant number still remains
unaccounted. While 82% of senior cit-
izens live with their families, a
national survey by HelpAge reported
that 35% suffered abuse at the hands
of their sons. Because fam-
ily members and close rela-
tives are often the perpetra-
tors of abuse, there is a need
to examine how con-
strained older adults feel

Abuse of India’s elderly
population must stop

stereotyping and discriminatory prac-
tices hamper older persons’ participa-
tion in social and economic activities.
This is a major cause of elder abuse,
with older women facing a larger

share of such abuse. So,
elder abuse needs robust policy and
programme responses from the gen-
der and rights perspectives as well.
How is India dealing with the mis-
treatment of older adults, the preva-
lence of which is emerging across var-
ious settings, including within faml-

the ambit of policy.
them in the context of increased lon-
evity.
The Maintenance and Welfare of

Parents and Senior Citizens Act, 2007,
is landmark legislation often viewed

lies, care facilities,
environments, social groups, and
income classes? To be sure, the coun-

asarights-based strat-
egy to tackle elder abuse. It estab-
lishes measures to provide support

try doesn’t have a over-
arching legal definition of abuse, but
some manifestations are

& covered under different
=) laws. More importantly, the
government acknowledges
the likelihood of elder
abuse resulting from

when reporting suchabuse.  Mala Kapur ~ changing family dynamics,
There is also significant var- Shankardass intergenerational relation-
iation in reportage between ships, and the growing
states, as per the HelpAge unmet social, health care,
survey and the Longitudinal l‘manclz\l and lzchnologlml
Ageing Study of India — i needs of

underreporting may be more com-
mon in some states, perhaps due to
sociocultural reasons.

That said, increased reporting —
the National Crime Record Bureau
reported a 18% rise in abuse cases
between 2023 and 2024 — and the
stress calls made to the 14567 helpline
are slowly exposing the problem.

Gerontologists, sociologists, and
activists are calling for the celebration
of age because people are living
longer and healthier lives. But, simul-
taneously, we need to tackle prevail-
ing prejudices rooted in ageism. Age

the problem reqmres urgent manage—
ment and addressing. no preventive
mechanism currently exists. Over the
years, the government — realising
that socm] economic, demographic
and transformation:

and for elderly parents
and senior citizens, including provi-
sions for older adults to reverse prop-
erty transfers if they experience
neglect from their relatives. It gives
legal sanction to requiring children
and relatives to provide financial sup-
port to parents and senior citizens
unable to sustain themselves and
imposes penalties for the abandon-
ment of older adults. Significantly, it
directs the State to provide medical
care and security for older adults as
well as to create more shelters.
However, the success of this legis-
lation depends on how its scope is
wxdened and how effectwely itis

abuse requiresa long-ter: itment to

ness's seminal role in remedy.
Crucially, alongside the State, pri-
vate organisations and non-profits in
India are adopting innovative
approaches to address the diverse
needs of older adults and encourage
them to livea life of dignity. Some ini-
tiatives have been taken to build the
silver economy through State-led
schemes, to enable management of
home-based care, facilitate commu-
nity participation, independent living
in later years, and strengthen inter-
generational solidarity. Yet, much
more effort is needed to sustain and
build upon this ecosystem. Preventing
elder abuse, which stems from multi-
ple complex factors — disproportion-
ate care burdens, intergenerational
tensions, the rising cost of living, lack
of care facilities, and financial and
digital illiteracy — requires a long-
term commitment to broadening the
ambit of policy. Without this, we can-
not mitigate the circumstances that

to legis-
lation have been proposed to
elder abuse

create fissions and frictions between
generations — has established a
framework of constitutional, legisla-
tive, and policy measures. These do
safeguard the well-being of older per-
sons, but much more needs to be
done to improve the quality of life for
those who lack adequate health,
social, or financial security to protect

increase the the coun-
try's elderly population.

and provide a better quality of life for
older adults through suitable employ-
ment opportunities.

Apart from strengthened legislative
provisions, significant awareness pen-
etration is required. According to
LASI data, only 12% of older persons
are aware of the Maintenance and
Welfare Act, underscoring aware-

Mala Kapur Shankardass, retired
member of the faculty at the department
of sociology, Maitreyi College, Delhi
University, is currently visiting professor
of gerontology, Respati

University, Indonesia, and Asia
representative of the International
Network for Prevention of Elder Abuse.
The views expressed are personal

{ STRAIGHTFORWARD }
Shashi Shekhar

India needs China-style
social discipline for progress

But it was the first occasion when I stayed

in the country for ﬁve consecutive nights,

inah tran-

sitioned from being a developing country to

ing the second most-powerful nation on the
planet in the last couple of decades.

Today, its per capita income stands at
$14,875. This has seen a three-fold increase in
the last five years. So, you shouldn’t be sur-
prised if US President Donald Trump —whoiis
usually breathing fire and threatening every-
oone —was unusually restrained and demure
du.nng his visitto Chm

I ‘was on my fourth visit to China recently.

suceess Kkeep harping on the fact that China has
no democracy. They reap lhe beneﬁls ofan
authoritarian g

those tumultuous times and helped India
instead, today’s geopolitics would have looked
very different.

During the Covid-19 pandemic, the entire
global supply chain came to a grinding halt. At
the time, people started discussing that though
China was factory to the world, the globe
needed a China+] policy. India was the obvious
choice for the global manufacturing giants. But
the idea fizzled out the moment the pandemic
ended.

Those who cite China's success to
criticise India should pause and take a moment
to look around. Things aren'tas bad as they are
made out to be. The Dragon opened its doors
for the world after Kissinger’s visit in 1972. In
this regard, India lagged behind by two dec-
ades. PV Rao and

should know better. Since the dawn of civilisa-

tion till 1772, China was the world's leading
economy while India used to be number two.
After their liberation from the colonial yoke,
both countries pursued their unique palhs of
progress. But China has taken an

Singh initiated India economic perestmjka (lib-
eralisation and recons(rumon) in 1991. The
results have been encol

During the last 25 years, lndna 's economy
has grown ar a rate of G 5-7% on an average.
The 2008 gl the pan-

lead. The reason is that, since 1972, driven by
the lure of cheap labour, the US has invested
phenomenal resources in China's industriali-
sation. The US' and Europe’s investments of
$123 billion and $1 trillion, respectively, in
China are powering its economy.

India, on the contrary, always finds itselfin
the US' crosshairs.

During the infamous Cold War era, India
was perceived as an ally of the erstwhile Soviet
Union. Moscow stood by us during the 1971
Indo-Pak War, with arms and ammunition and
aveto in the UN Security Council. Pakistan's
forces, meanwhile, were backed by US tanks
and fighter planes. Nevertheless, they suffered
a crushing defeat on the Eastern front and

than 90,000 of thy s soldi
rendered in front of India’s forces. Those days,
US president Richard Nixon would openly air
his dislike of Prime Minister Indira Gandhi.

However, before the war began, an epoch-
nmaking incident happened in secret. A deal
between the US secretary of state, Henry Kiss-
inger, and Chinese Premier Zhou Enlai laid the
foundation for China’s miraculous progress.
Kissinger is known as the modern-day Cha-
nakya. But his foresight was flawed. Kissinger
failed to realise that he was unwittingly creat-
ing a Frankenstein that would pose the great-
est existential threat to his own country in a
matter of decades. Did Kissinger feel grateful
towards Pakistan, a country that facilitated the
'US-China détente? (It was the Pakistan dictator
Yahya Khan that brought the US closer to
China and provided its own bases and resour-
ces for the mission).

However, after the 1971 Indo-Pak war, had
the US moved away from Pakistan during

YEARS OF DISCIPLINE AND
INCREASING PROSPERITY
HAVE MADE THE FOCUS
OF CHINA'S YOUTH
PROGRESS-ORIENTED.
THERE'S A LESSON IN
THIS FOR INDIA

demic, and now, the hazards of Hormuz have
failed to deter it. During the same time, only
China surged ahead of us with a growth rate of
8-9%. Many experts believe that the day we
attain a growth rate of 7.5%, we would be able
to tide over every difficulty we face.

AsImentioned earlier, people credit the dic-
tatorial Chinese government for its success. It's
partially true. Chinese cities are saturated with
cameras every few metres. You can find moni-
toring stations at regular intervals, minutely
observing people on the streets in real time.
These control rooms are connected to the
mobile cellular network’s big data centre in
Beijing. The belief is: Letalone a person indulg-
ing in crime, even a person looking a bit has-
sled will be met by police personnel within
minutes.

Another important fact is that even today
Chinese citizens' access to information is
severely regulated and they receive only the
information that their government deems
kosher. During my most recent stay, I asked
many Chinese youngsters about what they
knew about India. Their answers were always
the same: We don’t know much about the out-
side world, we know what our government
wants us to know.

Twould like to mention apps such as Deep-
seek here. They don't just turn the users into
scrollers butalso empower them. I found vehi-
cle drivers using their local app for routes
because they were more accurate than Google
Maps.

But, let me make a d:suncnom [ack of global
theiryor
poor. Acluaﬂy, there’s some ment in the con-
trol. Years of discipline and increasing prosper-
ity have made their focus progress-oriented.
There's a lesson for India. Our roads, railway
stations, airports, and other public places look
chaotic as compared to China. We have made
prog;'ess butstill need to develop soclal conduct
iscipline to d quickly.
Tms is the reason that every time China
attracts, it also appears to challenge us.

Shashi Shekhar s editor-in-chief; Hindustan.
The views expressed are personal

DAVID SACKS
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It's difficult to fathom how they
(Anthropic) could claim a jailbr

allowing operability of a cyber
weapon could be defined as “not
serious”

Noida Airport’s promises
and portents at take-off

port. This certainly holds true for
Noida International Airport (NIA);

the first phase of the airport, a 211,000-crore
project, was inaugurated by the Prime Minis-
ter last month. With commercial operations
set to start from June 15, the airport hopes to
combine “Indian warmth with Swiss effi-
ciency” — Zurich International Airports had
won the tight contest for the airport project
in November 2019.

The commencement of operations offers
a much-needed distraction from the dire
straits the aviation sector finds itself in at the
‘moment, thanks to the war in West Asia; NIA
promises to change the face of air travel in
the national capital region (NCR).

Till a few years ago, Jewar, where
the airport has come up, was a
sleepy little hamlet not far from
Noida, Uttar Pradesh. But things
changed after chief minister Yogi

onnectivity is the make-or-break fac-
‘ tor in this age of multimodal trans-

retain traffic, investing 39,800 crore to
expand and upgrade its present facllmes
Airlil perate ina envi:

ronment themselves, and are excited that the
two airports will be competing, ending the
“take it or leave it” treatment often meted out
by airport operators — apart from its own
catchment spanning Noida to Mathura, NIA
could also grab some of the central and east
Delhi traffic if it offers significant cost and
time savings.

The biggest question before NIA is finan-
cial viability. Most are of the view that Zurich
Airports and NIAL (the joint-venture
between the airport and the UP government)
will burn cash for at least the initial six to
eight years before it starts getting returns.
Experts argue that the airport is
likely to be far more expensive to
operate from since it is being built
s0long after Delhi Airport, and con-
struetion costs will be in keeping
with today’s prices. Although the

Adityanath and his team of minis- Anjuli plan is to make sure there is no
ters and bureaucrats assumed office Bh “gold plating”, the pressure from
in 2017. The state government argava  the economies of scale that Delhi

acquired the land and got it vacated
in record time for Zurich Airports
to start building.

For passengers, NIA can be a blessing,
provided it is made easily accessible and
cost-effective. The new airport is 700 metres
from the Yamuna Expressway, which has
already shrunk travel time in this region. To
ensure smooth access, the National High-
‘ways Authority of India (NHAI) has built a
clover-leaf interchange from the airport to
the expressway.

The Delhi Metro is expected to provide
connectivity from Noida and Greater Noida
to a station that opens right outside NIA's
entry — quite like many Ei airports

Airport has already achieved can’t
be wished away — it can afford to
offer competitive rates to airlines, if it so
chooses, This is where ease and costs of con-
nectivity come into play. Catchment area
notwithstanding, NIA is 25-26 kilometres
from the heart of Noida. Time and cost of
reaching will determine the choice of air-
port. Access, once you reach the Yamuna
Expressway, may be quick, but reaching the
expressway means navigating many
stretches of clogged Delhi traffic.

The official thinking is that even if NIA is
abitearly in terms of traffic requirements of
Lhe NCR reglon and the UP government or
lose money for a while, it

that can be accessed through their respective
metro-rail networks. A more ambitious high-
speed rail connection between Delhi and
Varanasi with a stop at the NIA passenger
terminal has also been discussed, but s still
on paper.

NIA has bagged a [ew access'euabhng

, including ai

services from the airport to four key desuna-
tions in Uttarakhand and nine in Haryana,
including Gurugram. It is also partnering
Mahindra Logistics Mobility to offer a pre-
mium, 24X7 all-electric taxi service.

The good news for NCR passengers is that
Delhi Airport has pulled up its socks to

is berter to be early than sorry, as has been
the case with Mumbai. In a country of India’s
diversity and complexity, greenfield airports
such as the Navi Mumbai one or even Goa's
MOPA have taken almost 20 years to build
since they were first conceived. Inordinate
delays in getting Navi Mumbai Airport off
the ground have already taken a heavy toll
on Mumbai's aviation growth. The NCR
shouldn't see a repeat. Ambitious India no
longer has 20 years to wait.

Anjuli Bhargava writes on governance,
infrastructure, and the social sector.
The views expressed are personal
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Thanks, Trump-ji for
The Push We Needed

Indianeeds tokeep its Al sourcing options open
The Trumpregime’s attempt at controlling the export of
Anthropic’s most. d Almodels, Fable 5and Myth-
o0s5, may not play toscript. The San Francisco-headquar-
tered Al company threatened to disable the models if itis
asked to keep access confined to US nationals. The com-
pany hasahistory of challenging the government.Ithas
refused to allow the US military to use its AT models for
autonomous warfare. Ithasalso delayed the publicrelea-
seof Mythos, which can detect security flaws, until com-
panies buildingcritical software run conclusive tests with
the AT model. This infrastructure is international, and
denying access to non-Americans runs counter to Anth-
ropic’soriginal intent.

However the developments turn, expansion of US ex-
port controls from hardware to software will force coun-
triestoseriouslyrethink Alsourcing. Indiaisparticular-

lyaffected becauseof itsstronglinkag-
AIT EC H estothe USsoftwareindustry through
N ~= manpower and data.Indian engineers
help build Al models, which then tra-
in on Indian data. Denial of access to
frontier technologies will provokediv-
ersification as well aslocalisation. In-
diaanyway needs sovereign Albecau-
seof itsculturaldiversity and need to protectdata. Italso
hasatalent pool that can drive indigenisation. But it will
have to depend on advanced US semiconductors to build
itsfoundation ATmodels.

Domestic Al resilience is within the reach of many co-
untries, including India. Locally-owned Al infrastructure,
data and models can scale up surprisingly fast. Strategic
and economicbenefits of sovereign Alarealready shaping
market behaviour, with alittle help from the government.
This has a bearing on policy responses of Alleadersasthe
race becomes crowded. The hyperscale US model requires
aglobal market for its Al innovations. The state-led Chine-

m-%

Aspiring Al powers will now have to treat US tech access not as gift but as variable to hedge

T'SAIPOKHRANTIME

Tech Denial’s
Come Home

Big Yard,
Iron Fences

THE SPEAKING TREE
Determined
For Success

Subimal Bhattacharjee Jay Vinayak Ojha BRAHMA KUMARI CHAKRADHARI
Determination isa power of the
mind. It's present ineachof usto
T ast Friday, ic swit- has kept pouri into an indi- U 7 7 hen the US imposed thestate'shostility towardsit. someextent or another; and it can
ched off its two most capable genousstack. ® strict controls on the s tension between universalist increased at will. Thedriveto
, models, Fable 5 and Mythos Middle powers are improvising, too. export of advanced aspirationsof technologists: and realiti- succeed inany sphere a( lifeor
| _4 5 for most customers. It did  France, hosting this week’s G7, is cour- GPUs, the computing esof ahard-poy by toturn i int
sonot by choice but after be-  ting a €45 bn SoftBank build-out and backbone of AL to Chi- stateswill ic impetu
ing arm-twisted by a US government  brandingitself as Europe’s AThub. The nain2022, thau NSAJakB Su.l.l.lvande ly by all counmes. mcludmg India. In for determination. Other thrusts
export-control directive, citing natio- EU is chasing ‘sovereign’ compute. Ja- every f technolo- for determination include mak-
nalsecurityissues, thatbarsaccessby  pan and South Korea are nursing do- ‘small yard withahighfence’. Thesta-  gical change, big tech has adjusted to ingrelationships more peaceful
any foreign national, whether inside mesticfoundries, while the Gulf trades tewouldguardafew crifical technolo- - needsof the US: sti!e"l‘ and har
or outside the US, including Anthro- i for chi) i jone iesj But narrow career; urshapmgapmfssmuﬂl
pic’sown foreign-nationalemployees.  yetrivalsthe USfrontier But the Fable5 enclosure, the free commerce of the 8 Resurrs ecuon of US hard power role ina positive way.

Because Anthropic couldn’t clean-  shock is exactly the kind of thing that world i i mythof thepost-Cold ‘Without determination, we can't
ly separate US citizens fmm non-citi- the War era was that US ideas and ideals reach our desired destination in
zens, compliance meantdisablingthe huntforalternati- |« © [© wnmeth uld simply spread openly and pea- any work or walk of life. Because
models altogether So, afrontier Alto-  ves, the very frag- b iipip i i cefully around the world through the the moment we begin ourjourn-
olthatwaslauncheddaysearlierwent mentation ~ US | . internet. What thisignoresishow the ey, there can be obstacles toover-
dark within hours of aletter fromthe  strategists fear Access Denied Cold War itself was waged, and won. come, and weneed the inner pow-
US commerce department. The timing is The US suooessﬂ]]ly banded to@b ersof peace, patience, hopeand
disrupts the Anthropicled expanded almost theatri- | You don't have permission 10 access g h herina i determination in our mindsand
Project Glasswing — uniting major ~ cal. The 3-day G7 Com) with its allies in Western Eun) actions. It's determination that

tech firms like Amazon, Google, Mi-
crosoft and Apple — to combat Al-dri-
vencyber India would ha-

nes in Evianles- | .y

ve benefited from.

If one stripsaway specifics, the epi-
sode is a signal flare, For a decade,
technology denial has crept from the
periphery of sanctions on adversari-
es (like Huawel) to the centre. 2025 A
Diffusion Rulesorted theworld intoti-
ersand, for the first time, treated mo-

i today,
‘where Macron ho-
pes to nudge Al cooperation forward.
even as governance language is dilu-
ted and Washington presses lts
‘American Al technology stack'

Referonce #18.04219041.1515438275.19a1d160

US com-

meme secreta-

Howard Lut-

mcks order last week direc-

pe, Britain and Japan

in

deny the Soviet Union and Eastern
bloc countries access to the technolo-
gies that would dominate the compu-
tingrevolution: microelectronicsand
telecommunications. This preserved
the West's qualitative ‘lead time’ in
thearmsrace. The USanditsalliesfo-

del weights as ‘muni-
tions. Friday's directive is the next

turnof thatscrew.
‘The frontier of control isnolonger
but What

semodel alsod dson Indianeeds
to keep its sourcing options open as it builds domestic AT
capability. It pays to have friends all over in this game.

Mind Your Language
Education Policy

The problem with CBSE's latest push for a 3-language formula
isnot ‘too much multilingualism’ but the way it has been impo-
ed

ingC 10arealready dealingwith
mounti: demicload have them pick upanex-
tra bereckle: estruggling
lified teachers,and ningrequires time, continuity

and age-appropriate methods. Supreme Court admittinga PIL
against the move— the hearing’s next month— only confirms

3 i ; nd harden it: is rampmg up but
ﬂ'}a]: these c(:]ncer nsare nﬁ:th:lr %‘;ﬁlous nggl;%lahted larified tion that sovereignty must be built at Gol hasto fostel thsfun.h
e second issue is politic: ough 25 clarifie home, pigotthe US cont-
thatHindiisnot revi dietiesin ical. Evenafter the US clea- decisive i

isalarmingistheprecedentitsets.If a
security concern can vapourise a
publicly launched model overnight,
every other deployment now carries
that contingent risk. That should un-
settleevery government betting its AT
futureonthe USstack, Indiaincluded.

India has wagered heavily on tech
diplomacy with the US — TRUST
(Transforming the Relationship Utili-
sing Strategic Technology) initiative
launched by Trump and Modl in E‘e
‘bruary 2025, the Pax Sili

against Chineserivals. India isat- itslatest
tendingasaguest, withlot of tech Al-yo! F‘able 5 model (and Mythos 5) to
diplomacy work happening at the all nou—cmzens — mdudmg engi-
back i startupsare

there in Nice since Sunday for the 3- en[arge\mnt of tha( vard. Should the
day Bharat Innovates 2026, spanning directivehold inall itsseverity, thefen-

rewent 1 profits in pursuit
of agrander strategic pursuit.

It appears that the Trump regime
today is willing to do the same. India
will have to adapt to a world where
money will no longer be enough to

opening the door to opportuniti-
esforsuccess.

But, at times, we pay less attenti-
oonand importance to will power
and determination, and to their
application in overcoming differ-
enttypesof obstacles. lt’s said
that faith can movemountains.
And faith isa powerful thought
orfeeling of determination, rea-
dy tomake us free from negative,
'wasteful or weak thoughts.

Determination alsomeans that

Narendra:

National

in compact, and India-US AT Oppcrtu

nity Partnershipsigned this February.
‘The framing is seductive with India as
“trusted partner’ anchoring Al infrast-
ructure outside East Asia’s chokepo-
ints. The latest Fable 5 episode, howe-
ver, exposes the fine print— wndiijo

semiconductors, quantum and space. ces will become iron walls. The deci- buy cnucal technologies. astable internal state of mind is
atthe ful than external situ-
annual VivaTech conference in Paris willsurviveany pmenmhevarsa]_ The ideaof \Ampomsedmterdepaudan ations. As weremain strong, the
later this week, where India is A Co- O State, thesupre arious ituatie
untry Partner’ and is expected to un- i ryFam:ﬂ and Abraham mowmmmmf deter-
veil its MANAV (Mora! Accountable‘ evangelising ‘long-termxsm and ‘ef- minati notto
i u.-l.)u.l seem nodeuf anelwm:k ﬁnanc& mforma fight the situation md.\ll‘erent
Valid) governance framework. ild: bespec- waysbut scena-
Founders in Nice are courting glo- 'acled lot in Sllmon Valley — not the kenﬁ" allwhodependupon |t‘11|e]alt5( rios todesired end.
‘bal investors at the exact moment the gruff generalor made force of mental res-
US has shown conditional tech cont- should be entrusted with the fate of ~manifest. m- olve,
rol without warning. So, is ‘trusted theworld. Overthecourseof thisyear, ed forces upon Al models that tempe- intostrengths, negatives into posi-
partner’ now a probationary perch? thisnotionhas beenmuggedbyreality - ramental foreign officials may switch tives, challenges into upportunl—
Does anchoring to the US stack lock ‘When in February, Anthropic decli- off at will i imprudent. ties, and problems i
India into a v a futum di- ned Pentagon’s demands to strip safety India has shown before that it can
from its Claude Al model to  punch above its weight in the contest
The auswer IS nm to walk away. beusedforany lawfuluse’by thegovern-  for strategic technology through coor-
Compute, capital and frontier models meuL it cited red Lines on domestic sur-  dinated national effort. Cut off fromall MEI_ODV Fon
still flow predominantly from the US Ac thefirstPokh- MDND“Y
‘What India should do is reft cording) was struck from  rantestin1974, India'satomicscientists
sivity India’s strongest play is as that thelistof approved governmentcontrac- managed to build an entirely domestic

it's embedded deep enough into the

nal trust that

If Washington can turn oﬂ‘ t.he
lights on a model for its own engine-
ers, an Indian developer’s access is a

us to extract real infrast-
ructure. It's sovereign enough in ta-
lent and standards to bargain, and
open enough to France, Japan and its
uwn stack toavoid smglepoml captu-

pnvllega not a right. China will read
a

tors,and branded asupply-chainrisk.
‘While this regime can rarely be ac-
cused of acting with proper purpose,
it can hardly be blamed for being pee-
ved at the company. Last week, Anth-
ropic CEO Dario Amodei warned that
Al will become the ‘dominant source
of military and economic power’. But
afirm can't declare its tech to be the

non-Hindi-speaking states. leen India’s history of language
politics, Gol should have engaged more
extensively with stakeholders before mak-
ingitmandatory to have at least 2 of the 3
languages non-English Indian ones. Edu-
cation ison the concurrentlist, and while
(CBSE schools have to comply with central
guidelines, states evolve their own appro-
aches. That is precisely why consultation

was essential.
India aspires to become a knowledge economy That requlres
pohcystabﬂltynndm ictability.If p the

vit shou.ld introdu-
ced gradually from lower classes. Learning another language,
especially one that professionally opens doorslater, isan asset.
That is what makes this episode particularly unfortunate: a
skill that should expand horizons for individuals now risks be-
ingperceived as yet another artificially-induced ‘nation-build-
ing’ axerclse Coming as it does on the heels of controversies
d ional i ation, this deci-

surr

sion represents poor optics and poorer policy design.

If you're a Hitler and Marvel Comics
fan, do keep them separate

‘Reich’ Reddy, Take
A Hydra-tion Break

Recently, Telangana CM Revanth ‘Reich’ Reddy announced
howhewasmsyuedhyl{l\‘l&r 'S ‘favnurlte word’and ‘assassi-
nati d'H; hi; anti
agency, HYDRAA — Hyderabad Disaster Response and As-
set Protection Agency. Well, we can do nothing about Reddy
being a Fiithrer fanboy. After all, which politician these days
isn’tanadmirer of national socialism? Butwe do haveapro-
blem with him mixing up the fictional Nazi-adjacent organi-
sation in the Marvel universe with a non-existent Hitlerian
Hydra. Mixing them up is far worse than confusing Gandhi
with Gandalf, or MK with Joseph in the Stalin franchise.
No, Herr Reddy, neither was Adolf GaruaMarvel charac-
ter, norwas Hydraaclubfor Naziultras. (Although ‘Opera-
tion Hydra’ was, indeed, the codename for the August 1943
British Royal Air Force bombing raxd on Germany's V-2
rocket facility in P which is not a
luxury highrise at Banjara Hills but a town in Baltic Ger-
many,) Perhaps it’s safer if Reddy sticks to Marvel Comics,
considering his party could do with some superheroic
(non-fascistic) help to regain some relevance nationally.
TheTelangana CMcould brush up on his history—both of
the comic book and history book variety. And, while at it,
refrain from saying he’s satisfied by his administration’s
work so far by conjuring up his other hero, Mogambo.

ned Nvidia's second-tier chips for Chi-
nese buyers last December, Beijing

The writer is a commentator on
digital policy issues

of national sur-
vival, deny it to its own nation’s defen-
ce services, and then be surprised at

nuclearecosystem. Isroand UIDAl also
stand astestaments to whatcan beachi-
eved through coordinated effort.

This latest development in the US
simply drives home the fact that it's
pastumetu]ucklnd)aAlMJsslon mko
high gear, with

Angel
Jimi Hendrix
Jimi Hendrix's Angel’, relea-
sed posthumously on theal-
bum The Cry of Love in1971,
oneof themost

nancestructureand frontier- AI savt,L

tender compositionsever: Thxs

reignty

isasongy vir-

Thewriter is senior resident fellow,
Vidhi Centre for Legal Policy

India Brazil

Mexico

Source: Market Analysis of Electric Vehicle Public Charging Infrastructure in Cities - Brazil,
Colombia, Mexico & India (An assessment by €40 Cities and IFC)

Colombia

SANJEEV RAJ JAIN

[ MEME'S THE WORD
ChatGPT
EV POWERING UP HEN SOMEC
S HAI RI Public EV charging infrastructure is a DUITHA | (ALY DIDI
OF THE DAY for the large-scale adoption of EVs, particularly for the 2 i
Plst Lo 16 car segment. Despite strong policy momentum and rapid capacity | LIEY(FOR SINORL p
expansion, public charging has so far been a financially
There once was a man challenging business in several markets...
named Trump, Total investment required by country (2026-2035)
Whose war talk fell flat $1,890 m - =
with a thump.
He swore ‘Iran’s done!” — .‘
But folks said, ‘Nice one. (3
Take his promises in a bag ]
for the dump. y
oo o
—— J

For FTAsare Jolly Good Fellows

footwear,

hereIndian products havehistori:

provisi i for mumua

cally faced steep tariffs while: compen

tors enjoyed duty-free access. Gol is

India-Britain Double Contnbunons
Convention (DCC) to prevent dual

cerns, inamanner not inimical to
Indian interests.
India’s FTA policy isnot pxeoemml

with Canada, Israel, and blocs like the

ity ary
assignments, and mobil.ity rightsin
i

es that together represennwothnds

tuosity
‘The melody glides witha
gorgeous, almost lullaby-like
grace, its contours. shapedhy
Hendrix's voice
intimate andachmg Unlike
the pyrotechnics of Pm‘ple
Haze' or "Voodoo Child’, Ang-
el'isa prayer whispered, rath-
er than sungout aloud.
Theguitars weavean intri-
cate, weh-like tapestry: arpeg-
g'ms shxmmer].\ke s!mndsuf

gh cotton spun. The interplay
rhythm and lead lines pro-
duces adelicatesonic net that
holds the listener in its palms.
Lynmlly it'sameditationon
and transcendence. Hend-
nxslngsof acelestial figure
‘who comes to carry him away,
‘while ‘Fly on my sweet angel’
‘becomes both invocationand
farewell. In ‘Angel’, the great
guitarist proves that his geni-
‘us wasnotonly in explosive
improvisation but in crafting
songs of exquisite delicacy.

|
TrillElon Dollars:

EUand Mercosur: icheareassuchas yo; of global GDPand 75% of global ! imi
Servicesare central to India’s export Ahal]maxkof Ind]asna‘d -gen FTAs impormemand. Negutiau'an n[ these Spacex S the lelt
andFEAsn'atengylochgmmmr FT; Apropos the Edit, After Musk,
d;g; ital Recent der - AurKaunBanega Trillionaire?
Asof 2026, WTOrecords 384 notified delivery, recent FTAs help drive in- ly link market ment approach. Thlsensuresuade (Jun13), Elon Musk’s emergence
FTAsinforce They form the institu- vestor idly accessto outcomes. A policy isaligned with India’s broader as the world’s first trillionaire
tional blueprint for India to secure ing GCC: tech pril isIndia-EFTA agree- imperatives related to industrial epitomises the extraordinary
crucial market acce: ing  star igital i ment, which conditions market i i i of riv-
FTA: India access for EFTAnations ona $100bn conomic progress, with His coll I fortu-
winds of geopolitical storms. at the negotiating table, securing FDIcommitmentand 1 mn jobs in structured so that vulnerable sectors ne, forged lhmugh transformati-
FTAs open vital windows of oppor- binding commitments thaten- 1 India. India-New Zealand FTA featu-  and populations are protected. ve ventures in electricmobility,
tunity not just for large businesses, isions. FTAs include robust provisions to ‘aerospace innovation and Al un-
butalso for startups, Modern tradeis confined openin ket does der
mers, fishingenterprisesand talent to tariffs. Ity igating 21 4; not. i i todomy city of disruptive enterprises to
looking to monetise theirskills on the i i ti Lil ionin generate mealr_hat anunprece-
world stage. Binding commitments rules, including techmcalbal Tiers to v is Vhile
cover tariffs, services market access trade (TBT), sanitary and hased period to ial
and transparent trade rules, delive- ry(SP and allow local industries time j audacity and visionary leadersh-
ringthe certainty businesses require tion (TF). Product her  Several s, likeagriculture, ip, it simultaneously accentuat-
toinvest for thelong term. regulatory i i measu- es concerns surrounding wealth
India’s trade negotiation strategy resstand Ly udden im- concentration, market hegemo-
focuses on complementary economi- tariffs. Provisions for regulatory portsurg& nyand socioeconomic inequiti-
es that serveas primary export mar- isati d i g es. Musk's achievement symbol-
Kkets for goodsand services. A key within India’s FTAs offer structured, busmﬁssesmfocuson what tnﬂymat ises both the boundless possil
objectiveof recent FTAs is securinga instituti i iti litiesand inherent contradicti-
level playing field for exporters in thesebarriers for Indian exporters. ting, free from the friction of policy onsof the contemporary global
vitalmarketslike the EU, Britainand Not engaging with environmental uncertainty and regulatory hurdles. economicorder:
Australia. This parity is especially longer an N Reddy
urgent forlabour-intensive sectors nptmu New FTAs build -ative Thewriter is ¥, Gol
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WITHOUT COURAGE

JUSTICE IS WEAK
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CONTRAPUNTO

If you think tech can solve your security problems, you don't
understand the problems and you don't understand the tech

- BRUCE SCHNEIER

Give Data, Take Al

India needs cutting-edge Al It should use data as
bargaining chip for unrestricted access to US models
Trump admin’s orderto block top-tier Alaccess tonon-Americans

is not surprising, but it is problematic on two fronts. One, it

hurtsglobal collaboration. Two, for middle powerslikeIndia,
and many smaller countries, it exposes dangers of dependence.
Let's be clear, US leads world in Al by an enormous margin. China
is second, in what is essentially a two-horse race. Analysts say its
best models are “months behind” America’s. But in a race that
really started less than four years ago, with ChatGPT's public
release, “months” isalongtime.

For now, the US restriction applies to Anthropic’s Mythos 5 and
Fable 5 models. Fable 5 was released just last week. It's the public
version of the highly capable Mythos, with stronger safeguards
built in. But US govt appears to believe these might be bypassed. If

Dead Homemaker Gets Paid

Supreme Court has called homemakers “nation-builders”, but their labour still remains economically
invisible in official statistics. Compensating a husband after a wife’s death doesn’t empower any woman

Faizan Mustafa

Itishightimethat the invisibleismade
visible, observed Justice Sanjay Karol
in a Supreme Court judgment on
Thursday. The case concerns the death
of a homemaker in a road accident in
200L.1 i ionfrom

\Qq‘

as noted by Justice Karol, British economist Arthur
Cecil Pigou had lamented how household labour
performed by wives is absent in national income
calculations. Today, inclusion of women’'s household
work can easily improve India’s GDP.

Therootsof this invisibility liedeep inlegalhistory.
Under Englxsh common law, a married woman's

%8.4L to nearly ¥63L, the court described homemakers
as nothing less than “nation-builders”. What it sought
tomake visible is how after a woman cooks, cleans, cares
for children and the elderly. manages households, and
enables everyone else’s productivity, her labour still
continues to be treated as “non-work”.

he
economic value of a wife's labour only because
she’s no longer alive to perform it. The
compensation will benefit surviving family
members, including the husband. But what
about recognising and compensating women
for their domestic labour while they are alive?
‘Why does the law discover the economic worth

ofa only after tragedy strikes?

that Fable5couldbeused to graveharm. For
it could discover vulnerabilities in a govt’s computer systems, and
carry out cyberattacks. US fears its own
systems, including defence systems, could
come under attack. Hence, the abruptban.
But this sets a precedent. From now on,
US, and also China, may reserve their best
Al models for their own use, on national
security grounds. The rest will wait for
hand-me-downs. But AI is more than
software. It's a vital tool for manufacturing,
healthcare, scientificresearch, etc. Without
the latest and best models - accessed for a price, of course — other

Th ionsare hardly new.

century ago, Antoinette Brown Blackwell, the
first woman ordained as a Protestant minister
in US, wrote that a wife “owes service and
labourtoher

as theslave doestohis master”. Married women's
labour continues to be treated as an extension
of their husband's rights.

Legal scholar Robin West has found that
intimate labour occupies a peculiar position in
modern economies. Wherever care, affection
and domestic i are involved, ion
mysteriously disappears. The result is economic
i.mpoverishmen( for those who perform that labour,

nations can’t compete. How can they overcome this disad

There are three ways. One, join hands to develop Al to"ether
Since Al development is costly, resources - chips, data centres, energy,
research — can be pooled. But wide cooperation of this nature is
easier preached than practised. ‘Sovereign AT’ is the second way —
develop your own Al ecosystem, from chips to foundational models
and apps. Europe is getting serious about this. India has talked
about itlongenough, but cost isahurdle. Where Alphabet, Amazon,
Meta, and Microsoft intend to spend $650bn on Al this year, India
got just 0.6% of global Al funding last year. It's the reason why
Taiwan and S Korea just overtook us in market capitalisation.

The third way is the most pragmatic. Remain in the US camp, use
its Al but with some leverage. What does India have that US Al
giants want desperately? User data. India should make access to its
data conditional -for example, with a datalocalisation mandate -so
that such Al setbacks don’t happen.

Ask The Baby Makers

That fertility rates are low is a choice women
and men are making, and will remain so

he trillionaire, some billionaires, religious heads and many

I govts want more people of “their kind” on the planet. Make

babies, they say, with or without sex - via IVF, surrogacy,

what have you. Problem is, no one is listening, especially women.

Sensibly so. But they're told, big families are the need of the hour—
togrow one’s own tribe, to grow the laity, to grow the workforce.

Yet, fertility rates are nosing down, global janta is ignoring all
missives to get onto the baby-making pasta machine. Govts asked,
why? Childcare’s expensive, said potential baby-makers, too many
expenses. So, seeing itas an industry in need of relief/rescue, govts
threw bewildering amounts of money at the ‘problem’. They have
allincentivised pregnancy; helped with IVE, tried toimportnannies
(South Korea), set up supportsystemsfor early
childhood care (France, Hungary), mandated
paid parental leave, etc etc. Yet, nada. Why?
Demographers concluded financial incentives,
or care programmes, “rarely reverse long-term
demographic decline on their own”. For
instance, in Sweden, couples aren't having
babies, concerned about the impact of more
kids on the planet, and impact of climate
on kids’ futures. Then, migration answers the workforce question
neatly. Ageing population? Bring in younger peoplefromallover the
world. But that's not an option for a world where displacement
is work-in-progress, and migration is viewed as a security
threat. Then came the prolific daddies, businessmen who would
single-handedly grow the population of their own: Musk’s first five
wereall IVF-engineered white boys.

Funnily, gender equality is where fertility rate saw a slight
uptick — when men take responsibility for the child, especially
the early years. OECD data then showed that men who took on
caregiving quickly discovered what women know: parenthood costs
time, money, ambition. Upshot: couples are finding ‘meaning’
beyond, and outside of, parenthood. In the life-work balance,
Maslow’s self-actualisation is oceans away from clergy preaching
‘motherhood’, as the ultimate self-actualisation. Women, and several
men, know what'’s good for them. And more babies isn’t the plan.

Blow hot, blow cold

Climate change is not only out there, it’s also within us

Jug Suraiya

Coming into Heathrow, the pilot cheerfully announced: “It's
alovely day, with the temperature at 30.”

A lovely day, with the temperature at 30°C? With the
calendar yet having to catch up to June and still loitering
| about in the last week of May, which is supposed to be spring,
~ 4l not high blazing summer? Had spring got sprung? And if so,
where had it got sprung to? Sub-Saharan Africa?

‘We got out of the airport and realised that the pilot had been wrong. It
wasn't 30°C. It was 33°C. How more godawful could it get? We found out the
nextday. [t became 34°C. At 34°C, London was 10°C cooler than Gurgaon, where
Bunny and I live. But 34°C in London feels much worse than 44°C in Gurgaon.

We're told repeatedly there are simple reasons for this. In India,
buildings are by and large designed to keep the heat out and the coolth in. In

UK, everything's done to keep the heat in and the cold out.
% ! So, when it does get hot in Britain - as it’s doing more and more
- ! often thanks to climate change - the heat feels worse than what the
thermometer shows. This is because of a different kind of climate
. change: not outside climate change, but the inside
- climate change of ourminds.
lugularv(’ln When we're in Gurgaon, we expect it to be hot, so
———— wedon't get all het up about the heat. At 34°C, it would
indeed be alovely day in Gurgaon in May.

But not in London, or anywhere in Britain which, despite growing
evidence to the contrary, keeps telling itself and the world at large that it is
not just a temperate country, but a cold country. So, when Britain does get hot,
the heat hits with a double whammy, both physical and psychological.

Einstein explored the phenomenon of space-time relativity. We need a
psychological Einstein to explore the phenomenon of space-time climate
relativity: How relative is the climate to where and when we are?

London in May at 34°C? An oven. Gurgaon in May at 34°C? How cool. Our
internal weather depends on our whetherabouts, whether we are here, or there.

over women.
Indeed, in India’s 2001 Census, those who perform
household duties were categorised as non-workers,
and clubbed together with beggars, prostitutes, and
prisoners. In the 2011 Census, 159.9mn women, and only
a meagre 5.8mn men referred to household work as
their main occupation. NSO’s 2019 Time Use in India
report found an average Indian woman spends 299
minutes per day on unpaid household services, and an
average man only 97 minutes.

A 2009 study estimated the value of Indian women'’s
unpaid work at more than $600bn annually. The situation
remains nearly the same since a century earlier, when,

identity was effecnvelv absorbed into that
ntil th

payment. It is whether the economic value created
through domestic labour is fairly acknowledged and
shared. during the subsistence of marriage itself.
Indian courts have made important contributions,
but only within limited contexts. In Arun Kumar
Agrawal (201(]) and subsequent cases, including
Rajendra me Court
that a homemaker’s contribution is invaluable, but

of her husband.

inmoney terms.

century, no country had fully recogmsed awife’s right
to her own earnings. If she worked for wages, those
wages legally belonged to her husband.

It took hard-fought reforms to recognise women's
ownership of income generated through their own

labour: Yet, even as women acquired legal rights to wages
earned outsxde the home labour performed inside the

At the same time, compensation awards are provided
by assigning notional economic value to domestic
work. These cases arise under the Motor Vehicles Act.
They answer a narrow question: how should damages
be calculated when a homemaker dies? They don't
address the broader issue of wives' ongoing
economic claim, arising from their unpaid
labour during marriage.

That gap becomes particularly striking
when contrasted with persistent judicial
attitudes. For example, in 2022, Bombay HC's
division bench, hearing a domestic violence
matter, remarked that a woman unwilling to
perform household duties should have disclosed
this before marriage. This indicates what kind
of gender notions remain deeply embedded in
social and legal institutions.

Justice Karol's judgment recognises the
invisible labour of a homemaker: This is good.
butnotgood enough. Recogmuonaﬂerdealh to
pay ion to her heirs or husba
no use for her. If labour is the foundauon of
¢ wealth, then domestic labour is a fundamental
form of wealth creauun 1t mproduces the
workfort
formal economy: Yet, the person performing it often
has no automatic claim to the income generated by the

homer invisible. To thisday.

A woman who cooks in a restaurant is a worker, a
woman who prepares three meals daily for a family is
not. Ananny earns wages,amother providingidentical
care does not. The activity is economically recognised
only when someone pays for it.

1In 2010, an attempt to register a National Housewives
Association as a trade union was rejected, because
domestic work was deemed neither trade nor industry.
UPA govt's 2012 proposal that husbands pay a monthly
“salary” to wives, generated criticism for creating an
employer-employee framework within marriage.
These failures shouldn’t obscure the underly‘mg issue.

The real lies beyond ion
awards. 1t is whether Indian law can recognise
domestic labour prospectively, matrimonial property
regimes can be strengthened, and household work
treated as a shared responsibility. Whether economic
rights can arise during marriage, rather than only
atitsdissolution.

Until then, the homemaker will continue to occupy

culiar place in law. She may be celebrated as a
nanuu -builder, but her economic contributions are
ly when sheisno theretohearit.

The writer is Vice- Chancell»r Chanakya National Law

T isnot merely whether monthl;
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Americano, But It’s Still Espresso At Heart

World Cup has been Americanised, and not just with rules. Excessive commercialisation & Trump’s politics
stand between fans and field. But matches have begun, and so has magic, as we saw in Brazil vs Morocco

Marcela Mora y Araujo

1n 1998, Iwentto a World Cup match on
aUS corporate hospitality package. We
met for drinks in a fancy Paris hotel,

Iwould argue this is the Americanisation of the game,
not necessarily because it's American in nature, but
because its spirit is borrowed from other sports
which are more popular in the States. So Soccer
seems a better name for this game, which barely

where a Spanish put a
stop to those dismissing the American

my beloved futbol.
Unlike previous editions, where the political 2
context wasdragged outasasub-plot, thisone’s

approach to soccer. We wele used to
uri stadia, thed

and chanting, and asubtle appreciation o[ thenuam:es
of a game that can have as many interpretations as
people watchingit. This sanitised rock and roll version
was new to us. But the Spanish man, in his tailored
suit, said, “Say what you like about the Gringos. but
they sure know how to organise a World Cup.”

HehadbeentoUSA '34, and wasdelighted. Valderrama
wigs, Mexican waves and Chelsea Clinton provided
enduring images. The challenge, however, was how to
make the biggest and most affluent market - US - love
our beautiful and most noble of games as much as
us. The answer seemed to be “more goals”. Americans
like goals, we were told, so one option might be to
abolish the off-side rule, although. for many, this would
signify theend of football. Another could beto increase
penalty shots, freekicks and other set pieces.

Almost 40 years ago, Argentinian cartoonist Roberto
Fontanarrosa, in his short story Football and Science,
described a tuture in whlch commmees of men in
tower di t every move
and detail on Lhe field of play !hmugh strategically
positioned cameras. USA 2026 (co-hosts Mexico and
Canada barely getamention) feelslike it.

Now we have VAR, asystem of justice whichnotably
iner of pieces. Instead
of one referee and two linesmen, we have five officials
on the pitch, and three on the VAR cameras; we have
new measurements and stats, new rules about the
uumber of mmules players can take for an injury,

almost in-y face, with headlines about issues
of the day — immigration policies, war (actual

war between host nation and a participant is truly
afirst), language imperialism (no Spanish translators

GAME ON: Bouaddi (left) tackles Matheus Cunha during Brazil
Vs Morocco at New York New Jersey Stadium on June 13

at the pressers), and US’s particular field of expertise:
money. Ticket, transport and food prices, merchandising
overkill; all leading themes in the land where happiness

through ion.
ButIT! i G Part heball'sstarted

identity”, which canrender
a foul given to one side to be later to the
other. Most blasphemous of all, in my humble opinion,
instead of two45-minute halves, quarters.

ty.
rolling, narratives will no longer be solely dictated by

WORLD

off-the-pitch geopolitics and Bosnian
fans descending en masse in Toronto, a small village
in Kansas falling in love with Algeria, South Koreans
sharing tequila with all and sundry in the Mexican
Federal District, and Scottish men in kilts
tobogganing into history are already viral
images beginning to form our jolly memories
of this World Cup.

It took a handful of matches for football to
steal the limelight. The first half of Brazil vs
Morocco was the thing itself. The pure excitement
and passion brought by the contrast of the King Nation,
the most decorated and emblematic national squad we've
known, given a run for their money by the most recent
arrivalin thePantheon of Greats: Morocco, with almost
half the squad born outside the country, semi-finalists
in Qatar2022, winner of the Under-20 World Cup in 2025,

andanaverage player age of under21.

The revelation of the night might well have been
18-year-old Ayyoub Bouaddi, along-haired, gazelle-like
Moroccan, who stepped on the pitch for his World Cup
debut, calm, cool, and collected, as if he faced Brazil
week in, week out.

Until recently, captainof
squads, and switched to wearing the Moroccan smp
thanks to a new FIFA rule that allows more flexibility
for youth players to choose the nation they represent,
even if they have played some games for another
‘This contrast between place of birth and nationality,
and the \.arlous unphcatlous of the distinction, will

f the ion:
of the tournament, once again proving that football
mirrors society, given how central the same is currently
inmany countries around the world.

Football is organic, ever-changing, and however
reluctant we are about accepting the new (my father
could never get over the penalty shoot-out as a way to
resolve a draw), we will learn to adapt and adopt the
new waves. Generations to come will fall in love with a
version of the game that I will forever consider soccer,
but fallin love they will.

Thewriter isa football expert

Calvin & Hobhes

REMEMBER WHEN I WAS

FIRST BORN? 1 COULDNT
EVEN TURM MYSELF CVER!
MY EYES WOULONT FOCuS ¢
T COULONT DO
ARNTHING #

THINK OF ALL THE WORK \T
TOOK TO DEVELOP THE MOTR | OF S
SKILS NECESSARY T HOLD
A CRAYON, TO PLACE THE TIP

THIS ?\C‘\!Ri \S THE RESULT
(X YEARS' UNRELENTING

TolL .’ A LIFETIME OF

EFFORT WENT INTO TWS !/

Sacred space
» 3 Meditationisoneness,
when thereisno
longer time, sex. or
country. The moment
when, after you have
concentrated on
doinga pose (or

o anythingelse)
[wl/LLl’\ you Hu-n forget everything not
because you want to forget but because
youare concentrated: this is meditation.
BKS lyengar

Anatomy Of Pran And Pranayam

Satish K Kapoor

'he Chhandogya Upanishad likens
pran toa horse that drives the
body’s carriage. Yet pran isnot

connect with the universal soul.
Human breath is the gross form of
cosmic pran, which functions inall the
th ee st'\tes of bemg wakefulness,
hrou

just breath but the force behind the
process of breathing. Itanimates both
manand the universe.

Pranmoves through five vitalairs in
the body - pran, apan, udan, vyanand
saman;and five sub-vitalairs: nag, kurm,
krikar; devduttand dhananjay When
breath moves upwards, it is called pran;
when it goes downwards, it isapan; when it
vxtahses d].ﬂ'erent organs, itis vyan; when

ium, it is saman
and when itabandons the body, it is udan.

Nagisassociated with belchingand
cough; kurm with blinking, krikar
with hunger and thirst, devdutt with

sleep, and \
with the disintegration of the body
after death. By mastering pran, one can
empower the body, control themind, and

one canregulate the breathingprocess,
control inner and outer nature,
and createa positive energy field
around the body. A;
Pranayam is a sequence Xa
of three processes - purak,
inhalation, kumbhak,
retention, and rechak,
exhalation. These are
undertaken conjointly,
employingright, left,
alternate or both nostrils,
and even the mouth for different purposes.
Itisbelieved that inhalation provides
oxy gen to the blood, and exhalation
carbondioxide from the
lungs. Oxygenated blood moves from the
lungs to the heart, then to all parts of
thebody.and finally returnsto the

lungs, clearing toxins in the process.
Breath flowing through theIda, left
nostril, has a coolingeffect, and through
the Pingala, right nostril, hasa heating
effect. When the breath changes from
lefttoright, or vice versa. itﬂuws through

Yogic texts refer toseveral pranayams,
each having a specific use and limitation.
Of the tridoshas, three biological pillars of
the body. mentioned in ayurved, namely
vat, pittand kaph, Surya bhedi pranayam,
right-nostril breathing, cures the first,

>

B

posmve and negative currents in the body.
‘Whileretaining breath, three
yogicbandhas, locks, are
performed - mulabandh,

% contractionof the pelvicfloor,
uddiyan bandh, contraction
anddrawing inwardand

— ~— _ upwardof theabdomen towards

THE SPEAKING TREE theback andjalandharbandh,

= contractionof the throat, with

aview to stabilising pran and, in turn, the

‘mind. Yog texts say that when pran-apan

vayu enters the sushumna conduit

and opens up brahma granthi in the

abdomen, vishnu granthi in the navel, and

rudragranthi in the throat, invigorating
pranamay kosh, the vital body:

Shitaliand Shitakaripr , cooling
breath and hissing breath respectively,
second, and Ujjayi pranayam, victorious
breath, thelast.

Kapalbhati kriya and Bhastrika
pranayam, characterised by forceful
inhalation and exhalation, are useful
against certainailments. Nadishodhan
pranayam, which entails alternate
breathing, is considered one of the
safest pranayams,

Pranayam issaid torelieve tension
in the cerebral-spinal region, thereby
strengthening the nervous system. It
purifies the mind and body. However, its
wrong practice can be harmful, warns
Hatha Yoga Pradipika(I1,16). So, it must
belearnt fromacompetent guru.
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Nominationrejected,
democracyundermined

r I Yhe rejection of Congress leader Meenakshi Natara-

jan's nomination papers for the Rajya Sabha election

from Madhya Pradesh, and the Supreme Court’s
refusal to grant her relief, raise serious questions about the
falmess of the electoral processa andthe )udlcmry ‘sabilityto
ensur p dinelections. Thereturning
officer rejected her h vincingground
thatshe had failed todiscloseinheraffidavita pending cnm-

edure

CONCEPTUAL DISILLUSIONMENT
Law’sidentity crisis
ontrafficking

Bydrawingadistinction
between trafficking and
voluntary sex work,
the Prajwalaverdict
revealed deeper problems
with anti-trafficking
framework

inal caseag:unstherm Hyderabad Thecaseitself

‘0Omac ofinappropriatel iouragainsta Con-
gress leader, in which a corporator alleged that Meenakshi
had failed toact. Atthetime of theincident, however, shewas
notthe AICCin-charge of Telangana; she assumed thatrole
much later. The court issued her a notice, to which she re-
sponded, butithas not even taken cognisance of the alleged
offence. Yet her candidature was rejected. The action, as it
stands, has noimmediate remedy.

Thereturningofficer’sdecision wasarbitraryandwrong,
as Section 33A (1) of the Representation of the People
Act mandates disclosure only of cases carrying a punish-
ment of two years or more, and in  ———————
which charges have been framed
by a court. The law is clear, yet the
returning officer misinterpreted it
to reject Meenakshi's candidature
and declare the three BJP candi-
dates elected, though the party had
the legislative strength to elect only
two. On the same day, a BJP-backed
candidate in Jharkhand was given
24hourstorectifyaflawinhisaffida-
vit. Clearly, the decision in Madhya
Pradesh was politically motivated,
with the Election Commission com-
plicitinawarding theseattothe BJP. The ion'sduty

Yetanother
method of
subverting the
polls has been
discovered with

the knowledge
and complicity
of theElection
Commission

BRAJ CHOUBEY AND
SUMIT KUMAR SINGH

rajwala v. Union of India (2026
INSC 609) has rightly been ac-
claimed as alandmark decision in
favourof thevictims of trafficking. Much
of the commentary surmundmg the
d; has been on the r
ofrehabilitation, dignity, andvictim-cen-
tred protection. But such readings are
at risk of missing the most important
aspect of the decision: beneath its di-
rections on rehabilitation lies a deeper
doctrinal critique of India’s anti-traffick-
ing framework.
The judgment reveals a situation

are P
of trafficking that have never been suc-
cessfully reconciled. At one level, the
law continues to approach trafficking
through the lens of prostitution regula-
tion. At another, it increasingly under-
stands trafficking as a broader offence
of exploitation. These two frameworks
have different assumptions and goals,
and can often result in conflicting out-
comes. Prajwala is not just about the
nglns it affirms, but the uneasy ques-
tions it poses on the consistency of an-
i law.

istohold freeand fair elections, whichare basictodemocra-
cy, butithas repeatedly failed, and its actions have served to
undermine democracy.

The Supreme Court failed to ensure democratic justice
inacase where it was blatantly subverted. A bench of Jus-
tices Prashant Kumar Mishraand AS Chandurkarrejected
Meenakshi’s petition on the ground that it could not inter-
venein theelection process once the process wassetinmo-
tion. Itistrue that election results could be chall donly

Thisisanapparentcontradiction that
canbeattributed tothe Immoral Traffic
(Prevenuon)Act(I'I'PA) 1956 Theslar—
uteistheresult t istattitude

tation, harbouringor receiptofpersons
onlybecomesacrimeifitisbased on co-
ercion, fraud, deception, abuse of power,
orabuse of vulnerability.

In the original 2004 Prajwala peti-
tion, the petitioners pointed out that the
rescued persons were often treated as
criminals and not victims. It recorded
poor rescue techniques, poor post-res-
cueprotection,andalackof

persons associated with the sex trade
whaose actions may not meet ITPA's
threshold requirements of Section 143
BNS. Investigationsusually target raids
atbrothelsbut recruiters, transporters,
financiers and organised criminal net-
works remain unchecked.
Itstated that human traffickingisan
organised crime that is supported by
i financial arr

rehabilitation processes. In particular,
it stated that without a strong system
of victim protection, rescue would of-
ten be counter-productive, as victims
were returning to the same circum-
stances of exploitation fromwhich they
wererescued.

money laundering, and multi-state
networks. However, enforcement
efforts are overwhelmingly focused
on instances of exploitation, rather
than on the systems that perpetuate

the exploitation.
Th:s critique reveals the doctrinal
hatliesatthe core of the Indian

@

anti-trafficking law. Trafficking remains
an organised crime and investigation
needs to be directed towards coercive
networks, money flows, and criminal
enterprises. In the context of prostitu-
tion, raidsand rescue operationsare ob-
viously the predominant enforcement
measures.

It is in this context that the court’s
emphasis oninformed consent, individ-
ual and victim

SPEAKOUT

Most MPsand MLAswant the party to
continue. Itis theirinitiative. They want
Mamata Banerjee to be the chiefadvisorand
. continueinarolesimilarto

= thatofaleader. Theirappeal
touched me. Therefore,
Idecided thatI canstay

with them.
Sudip Bandyopadhyay, TMC MP

Politics, noun. A strife of interests
masquerading as a contest of principles. The
conduct of public affairs for private advantage.

Ambrose Bierce

TOBE PRECISE
A week after youth protest at Jantar Mantar

35AB CHANGA

assumes greater significance. These di-
rections are often discussed as matters
of rehabilitation policy. In reality, they
reflectadeepershiftinlegal reasoning.
The court repeatedly stresses that vic-

In two decades, it was accepted by
nearly all the stakeholders that there
is a need for reform. The Union gov-

jects
vention. Adult -

not automatically be institutionalised
merely because they have been found
cial

ernment ly told the

Courtthatitwould enactthenecessary
legislation. Inter-ministerial commit-
tees were formed, draft trafficking
Bills were prepared and revised in
2016,2017,2018,and 2021. There was,
however, no legislation enacted as a
by Parliament tocombat

towards prostitution as outlined in the
1949 Convention for the Suppression
of the Traffic in Persons and of the Ex-
ploitation of the Prostitution of Others,
which India hnnouredaspartof thecon-

trafficking. At the same time, plans
for an Organised Crime Investigation
Agency with a focus on tackling traf-
ficking networks were shelved. What
wasleftbehmdwereasenesufstatu(es

vention. Thetenetwasthat

through an election petition, as per Article 329. However,
the court has the authority to intervene in cases of gross
violation of natural justice, as is the case here. The Madhya
Pradesh election farce reveals yet another method of sub-
verting elections has been discovered with the knowledge
and complicity of the election commission.

Strong policing needs
stronger safeguards

lhe Karnataka government’s decision to establish per-

I manent anti-rowdy squads across the state deserves
unequivocal support. Organised crime has evolved
beyond isolated street violence; itis now deeply intertwined
with land grabbing, extortion, contract intimidation, and
high-valuereal estatedisputes. Conventional policing, often
reactiveafter crimesare committed, isill-equippedtotackle
suchnetworks. Adedlcated intelligence-driven mechanism
thatconti itors habitual offendersis, therefore,
a timely and necessary intervention. In recent years, the
growing nexus between orgamsed crime and Lhe booming

pmpertymarkr.. ventive polici portant
jonandpre Thechallengeisnol

confmed to Benga]um Many notonouscnmma]s ﬁrsl hone

theirskill icttownsby ingtothelucrative

world of urban crime. The exploswe growth of Bengaluru’s
real estate sector has created enormous opportunities for
musclemen recruited from across Karnataka. A statewide
network of specialised squads can help disrupt this pipeline
bysharingintelligenceacrossjurisdictions, thereby nipping
criminal networks in the bud before
theyentrench themselves.

Home Minister Priyank Kharge
deserves credit for backing an in-
stitutional framework instead of
relying on occasional crackdowns.
Karnataka has witnessed success-
ful anti-rowdy campaigns in the
past, particularly during the era of
Ramakrishna Hegde, when organ-
ised gangs were dealt a severe blow
through strong political will and
empowered policing. The current initiative seeks to institu-
tionalise that resolve by embeddmg speqallsed ann -rowdy
umtsat the polict i irclel byperiodic

The history of
rowdy sheets
and preventive

detention lawsis
alsoahistory of
misuse

mech

However, enthusiasm must be tempered with caution.
Thehistoryof rowdysheetsand preventive detention lawsis
alsoa history of misuse. Once an individual’s name entersa
rowdy sheet, the stigma can follow them for years, affecting
employment prospects, travel documents, financial trans-
actions, and social standing. Such branding should never
become a tool for settling local scores or harassing petty
criminals. The decision to classify someone as a habitual
offender must be based on credible evidence and subjected
to rigorous scrutiny, with adequate safeguards against
arbitrary action. Equally important is a change in policing
philosophy. The belief that ‘once a rowdy, always a rowdy
serves neither justice nor society. Law enforcement must
incapacitate hardened criminals, butit should alsorecognise
genuine reform. Individuals who have demonstrably aban-
doned crimeshould notremaintrappedindefinitelyin police
records for their past. The success of the new anti-rowdy
squadswdl dependon maintaining ths dellcate ba]ance be-

instor 5am:cuu imewhileremain-
individualrights. Strong policingand
ds mustadvance together, notatthe

Expenseofeach other.

when third parties benefit
fromit,isexploitative.

Thus, brothelkeeping, procuring, de-
taining persons in brothel premises for
the pul‘pose of pmsmunon. and lwmg

workedin
isolationand notunified underasingle
setof legislation.

The court's disdain of tt

I itati i inquir-
ies must precede decisions regarding
rehabilitation and restoration.

The consequences go beyond sexual
exploitation for commercial gain. To-
day, trafficking in persons is defined as
forced labour, domesticservitude, child
trafficking, forced beggmg, cyber rmf—
ficking,and
This commdncuon is not addressed by
Prajwala. Nor can it. Parliament must
takeup that task.

The judgment does achieve an
equally important task as it reveals the
conceptual disillusionment that has
long lurked under the anti-trafficking
ion in India. The court’s Victim

apparent lhroughoul the Judgmcm lt

Protecuon Plan serves as temporary
but cannot replace legisla-

offofthep ofp eall
criminalised. Par Ilamem inserted Sec-
tions 370 and 370A in the Indian Penal
Code,1860, through the Criminal Law
(Amendment) Act, 2013, which is now
reproduced under Sections143and 144
of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, 2023.
The provision, based on the Palermo
Protocol,shifted thefocus from traffick-
ingasa crime of morality to trafficking
asacrime of expl It

oversuccessi acom-
prehensive Ieglslauun which has never
cometo fruition. Through the BNS and
the enlargement of the jurisdiction of
National Investigation Agency (NIA),
there are still loopholes regarding pro-
tection, rehabilitation, rescue plan,and
institutional coordination.

These gaps are apparent when it
comes to sex trafficking. The ITPA’s

act, a prohibited means, and a purpose
ofexploitation. Recruitment, transpor-

frequently fails to dif-
ferentiate between trafficking victims
and voluntary adult sex workers, and

tiveclarity. Strengthening enforcement
efforts or the establishment of more
sheltcr homes or bct(er rehablhtdnon

enottheonly hatwill
safeguard the future of anti-trafficking
law in India. Prajwala must, therefore,
not only be recalled as a rehabilitation
verdict, butasawarning.

(Choubeyis Faculty Convenor,
Centre for Labour Law and Research
(CLLR), National University of Study
and Research in Law, Ranchi; Sumit is
student co-convenor, CLLR)

RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE

Aboutnames, Juliet was wrong

Inspired by the Bard and
abridged by bureaucracy,
there’salotin myname

SURYAKUMARI DENNISON

4 hat’s in a name?’ demands
Shakespeare’s Juliet. I dis-
respectfully disagree. She

does not have to endure the continu-
ing consequences of being christened
Sylvia Rebecca Suryakumari.

Sylvia came about this way. When I

Opheli wayto Sylvia.

speare,” my mother would tell me tri-
umphantly, ignoring the lack of a ‘y'in
Silvia of The Two Gentlemen of Verona.
After all, as Juliet might say, what's in
a spellmg’ My pmspon has me down,

my chil 1, but that was when he
was angry. A summons to ‘Suru’ indi-
cated that there was nothing to fear,
while a stentorian ‘Suryakumari’
meant that I was in trouble. To most
peuple 1am Surya, which invites !he
“But that’s a man’s name”

as Sylia.

Atleast some version of the original
Sylvia appears on that document. Re-
becca has long since faded into obliv-
ion. When I was filling in the requisite
personal information before taking my
ISC examination, the form could not
accommodate my fullname. Twas firm-
ly told that if  wished to fi msh schoul

wasborn, my mother Olivia, wk

imaginative as her namesakein Shake-
speare’s Twelfth Night, turned to the
Bard for inspiration. After a spirited,
rather than scholarly, search, she and
my father decided on Ophelia (appar-
ently, itmatched Olivia) from Hamlet.
Presumably someone (to whom I am
foreverindebted) apprised my parents
of that hapless woman'’s tragic end, for

itmust be changed th

Thus, Rebecca was removed, and
has not resurfaced these past 55 years.
Neither its biblical nor literary associ-
ations (my parents admired Daphne
duMaurier) couldsaveitfromuntimely
extinction.

Suryakumari hassurvived. Unfortu-
nately, [am hardly called thatbyanyone
who knows me well. My father did, in

from those hearing it for the first time.
A friend of mine has solved the prob-
lem to her satisfaction by addressing
me (more appropriately, she feels) as
Chandra, which is one letter short of
my husband’s name.

Now what, 1 wonder, would Juliet
have made of that? She might readily
have traded surnames with Romeo
(not caring if she was a Capulet or
Montague), but an exchange of first
names? Consider the absurdity of her
exclaiming, “O Juliet, Juliet, wherefore
art thou, Juliet?” and the young man
declaring, “It is the east, and Romeo
isthesun.”

“What's in a name?” asked Juliet.
“Lotsinaname,” Iwould reply!

LETTERS TOTHEEDITOR
Enforcement must match legislation for dowry to die

I refer to ‘Education, empowerment fail to weaken
dowry grip’ (Jun 14). Despite India’s literacy rate and the
stringent Dowry Prohibition Act, 1961, the dowry system
festers as a normalised transaction. Education has raised
degrees, not dignity. Courtrooms outlaw it, yet drawing
rooms negotiate it—with gold, cars, and cash masked as
“gifts’. The NCRB data shows over 6,500 dowry deaths
annually, but conviction rates languish below 35%. The

law threatens jail, but society rewards

Indiashould be assertive

The upcoming Indian Ocean Rim As-
sociation (IORA) meeting is a eritical
test for India’s maritime leadership.
With the recent US attacks targeting
four vessels carrying Indian seafar-
ers, New Delhi must boldly bypass
bureaucratic red tape to address

this crisis. Over 70% of global trade
passes through the Indian Ocean, yet

Police often reframe complaints as ‘domestic disputes’,
while families fear stigma more than dowry. A prestige
economy underlies the rot: grooms possess market
value, weddings signify status, and daughters are viewed
as liabilities to be ‘settled’. Literacy taught us to read;
itdidn’tunlearn entitlement. Until we shame takers as
much as we pity givers, and until enforcement matches

legislation, statutes alone won't cure this cultural greed.
N Redd:

our sailors have become collateral
damage in foreign blockades and
regional power plays. While IORA’'s
charter technically discourages
political disputes, ensuring basic
maritime security and human life
is the ultimate form of regional co-
operation. India must aggressively
utilise its chairmanship to demand
strictaccountability, penalise
unlawful blockades and establish an

Bengaluru

unyielding, unified regional security
framework. We cannot allow our
trade routes to become lawless war
zones.

Vijaykumar HK, Raichur

INPERSPECTIVE
The city’smissing
publicvoice

o ’ dates democratic bottom-up
The Greater : rocessessupplementing top-
Bengaluru Authority down mandates. Second, in

must take the absence of a revised mas-
R ter plan, the past decade has
the planning seen a lot of water under the

process toits citizens bridge. Several programmes
and projects, not necessarily
emanating from a compre-
hensive understanding of the
city, are initiated, ongoing
or stalled. These piecemeal
interventions often emanate
from a political economy or
citizen demands. It is impor-
Bengaluru Metropolitan Re- tant to incorporate the im-
gion (BMR), ing 8,000 widerimpactsof
sq km across three districts. these projects. This is where
Earlier this year, the gov- citizens' experiences become
ernment made a similar an- invaluable. Finally, for any
nouncement on master plans  plan to be successful, citizen
for the newly carved Greater ownershipis crucial. A public
Bengaluru Local Planning process will ensure this own-
Area (686.82 sq km) and the ershipwhileaddressinginfor-
Bangalore Development Au-  mation asymmetries among
thority (BDA) Area (540.66sq  stakeholders.
km). The Greater Bengaluru In ensuring a public pro-
Authority (GBA) area sits in  cess, the GBA should leverage
the middle of the BDA area—  the principle of subsidiarity
think of it as the central por-  as a practical tool. Again, the
tion ofadoughnut. RIP requires the master plan

A significant departure toindicate ‘EcologicallySensi-
marks all three plans. His- tive Zones— No development
torically, the BMR has been Zones,includingNalasandwa-
planned throughthestructure  ter bodies, urban heatislands,
plan under the BMRDA Act, urban flooding and pollution’
1985. The master plan, cov- (integrating climate concerns
ering 1,227.48 sq km, is now  aslaid outintheclimateaction
split between the GBA and  plan). These data sources and
the BDA. The structure plan amndanlexpenencesareheﬁr

dth l d hyper-locallev-
cl rhrough meaningful citizen
engagement.

The consultant should
clearly set out the intention
and methods for a public-fac-
ing process that unfolds
through the plan-making
period, rather than merelyin-
viting “public suggestionsand
objections” on a provisionally
approved master plan under
the Karnataka Town and
Country Planning Act, 1961.
By then, it is too late for the
public to participate. The act
of nurturing participation is
starklydifferent from eliciting
master plan for the GBAand  suggestions and objections. It
the announcement to launch  calls for active engagement
the mobility plan. The lack of — premised on ownership of
clarity among the numerous  the ward, the neighbourhood
calls is confounding, while and the city— where the citi-
infrastructure and other de-  zen agency contributes to the
velopments are premised, of-  challenges faced as well asthe
tenselectively, on the Revised  desires and aspirations for a
Master Plan (RMP)-2015. For  better quality of life.
instance, the East Corpora- This will require the GBA
tionis 1mp]ernmnnga24'me to take the plannmg process
tre-wide road as proposed in  toif
the RMP-2015.. Slmuld theva- natmnanmtuenengagemem
lidity of this road not be re-es-  — outlining stages of partic-
tablished 20 yearsafteritwas  ipation and consultation —

ANJALI KAROL MOHAN

he Karnataka govern-
Tment has announcedits
intention to prepare an
economic master plan for the

p
instruments, with the former
providing the framework for
the latter. The current struc-
ture plan is due for revision,
but with the announcement
of an economic master plan,
its status is unclear, adding
to the complexity of the split
planning between the GBA
and the BDA.
Notwithstanding this coor-
dination, the planning soup
is only getting messier, with
the recently (re)sanctioned
Greater Bengaluru Integrat-
ed Township (GBIT)in Bidadi,
another call for a GIS-based

first proposed? will help set expectations. For
The Request for Propos- instance, starting with the
als (RfP) calls for a plan that  baseline mapping, the GBA

‘develops a liveable; econom-
ically and socially inclusive;
environmentally sustainable
and economically robust and
i ive city' involving all
stakeholders, especially the
poorand thevulnerable.

In line with its own inten-

can, through councillors,
take the process towards ora
cluster of wards. It must nec-
essarily be a patient process,
ding patient capital

and humanresources.
Centre-staging the public
in the planning process, be
tion, the government should it the economic master plan
ensureathirddeparture:initi- for the region or the BDA
ateandsustainapublic-facing  master plan, is an emerging
process. Three overarching imperative. Bengaluru de-
evidences merit this. First, serves a comprehensive ap-
p!ans have and continue to  proach to development, one

Our readers are welcome to email letters to:
letters@deccanherald.co.in (only letters
emailed — not handwritten — will be accepted).
All letters must carry the sender’s postal
address and phone number.

theground that moves beyond knee-jerk
that an authonty -driven top-  reactions manifesting in iso-
down process is against the lated projects.

spirit and objectives of the (Thewriter isan urban and
74th Constitutional Amend-  regional planner, a partner at
ment Act, 1992, which man-  Integrated Design)
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Automation to intelligence: How India’s manufacturers must evolve

SANDEEP SEHGAL

lhe opportunities presented by smart

manufacturing have moved beyond

the realm of theory into reality for
many countries around the world. The in-
troduction of Industry 4.0 Lighthouse Fac-
tories has demonstrated that systems can
be developed that adaptand learn without
continuoushumanintervention. Advanced
economies such as Germany, Japan, and
many European nations have gonebeyond
merely proving these (echnolugles can
work.Is

factories wherevery few peop

Indiastill hasalong way to goin making
the transition to advanced industrial man-
ufacturing. Although examplesof industry
4.0 implementation exist, India has yet to
develop frameworks of its own that reflect
the wide : range of industrial pr odumon

ufacturing. The gap created by incomplete

technology integration does not merely

leave India behind technologically; it also
i o Ak

cesses results in three key transformative
capabilities: Al-driven process optimisa-
tion, predictive maintenance; and intelli-

nents are primarily sourced from outside
India, leaving Indian firms as primarily
system integrators and not as technologi-
cal innovators. The West has built up these

as (he National Capltal Goods Scheme are
butthe

as lntelllgem systems can pmvxde similar

long-term gual should be to develop even

iner ost-competi-
tivenessto both SMEs and MSMEs.
There are positive signs in automotive,

Pl p  gent quality comrol More accurate data mor eincen-
Industry4.0 to  resultsinmak eaccuratedeci basic ing bilities over the tives for developmg locally dc'veluped tech-  defence and engineering exports. Prod-
Indian conditions. which, compounded, result in creatinga  years. Currently, India does not have the nologies, reducingrelianceonimports,and  ucts made in India are often significantly
_ To bridge tlns gap, coopera- itivead: appropriate amount of intell | prop-  rapidly itionii nthelaboratoryto more cost: iti th1n the imported
industry hinstitu- Unfor ly,amajorityof - erty and technical experience regarding the manufacturing facility. alter yasade:
tionswill beessential. Forexample, collabo-  ers in India are not ready to produce these  the fundamental issues in building these Supply chain resilienceisas icne- e of precision

rative partnerships formed by FSIDCORE
Labs/IISc and manufacturing ¢

digitally generated, structured, real-time
Yt T e to devel

have already begun addressing real-world
challenges faced in factories. These part-
nerships also provide a scalable approach
foradopting Industry4.0 frameworkswith-
inIndianindustry. For small-and-medium
enterprises (SMESs), such partnershipsare
notmerelyabenefit; they serve as the driv-
ing force behind technology adoption.
Thebasis of three of the biggest changes
relemnv {0} Industry4 0 developmenrs be-
ingre d produced from

YPES
product

from vexy
gl

these appli . The ability to produce
accurate data about manufacturing pro-

e o od

astr manufac-
turers need assistance from policymakers
—especially in light of projected workforce
shortages and increased ¢ from

industrial capabilities, and until India has
the appropriate level of knowledge and
experience, it will not be able to develop

cessity for a country the size of India. The
disruption of important imports, such as
CNC controllers, can createadominoeffect

all areas of the Indian manu-

ing capabilities. The

and basic

facturing industry that s hard to manage.
Indi i anid .

other countriesaround the world.
There is a risk when using digital tools

core components donot justinclude a cost
component; they relate to the long-term

forglobalindustries.

Yet the opportunity extends far beyond
what has already been accomplished.
Through suslained investment in founda-

India can evolve from a manulacturer of

isthelong-ter I hatrequirescon-
tinued funding by the governmentviaR&D

The reasons behind the i

Such a transformation- would enable the
countrytomove fromanend-userofindus-
trial to b one of the

thattheyd createtr ing industrial of India’s manufac-  and core technologies.
ablllry True manufactunng compemw& rurmgsector
that deeper hy llenceliesinde- in prod

than merely using digital tools.

In the machine tool industry, computer
numerical control (CNC) machmes, servo
motors and ad compo-

livering real-world results, making research
very much an outcome-based exercise as
uppmecl toan 1ct|V|ty withoutan identifia-

product.P

Russia and the United States projected their own centralised views onto Ukraine and Iran,
respectively. As aresult, the smaller countries trapped larger ones in a costly confrontation

NEIL MACFARQUHAR

resident Trump and his Rus-

sian counterpart, Vladimir V

Putin, bothresisttheidea that

ostensibly weaker powers

fought them to a stalemate,

with the two leaders ]Lamng
on iations to win the capi
that they failed to secure in battle.

Iran and Ukraine have pushed back
robustly against this “might makes right”
mentality, with top officials adopting an
evenmore defiant tone in recent days.

In an open letter to Putin this month,
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy of
Ukraine derided Putin for clinging to
powerasheaged. “Youdid notexpect full-
scaleresistance from Ukraine, and you did
not foresee that things would go this far,”
Zelenskyy wrote,

After Iran unleashed a missile barrage
against Israel last week in retaliation for
attacks against Hezbollah in Lebanon,
Mohammad Bagher Ghalibaf, the speak-
er of Parliament and Iran’s top negotia-
tor, threatened more. “Until thereisasin-
cerecommitmenttorestoring trust, Iran’s
response will not change,” he wrote on X.

Theirrecalcitrancereflects thereality of
twowars in stasis, with a profound lack of
trust all around stymying progress.

Talks to find peace in Ukraine hit an
impasseright before the Iran war started,
wnh Ukramedemandmg morert obust se-
curity cedingterritorythan
Russia was willing to accept. Diplomacy
has mostly produced prisoner swaps be-
tween the sides. The United States, once
trying to play the main mediator, hasshift-
editsfocustoIran.

American and Iranian officials now say
a peace deal with Iran could be at hand.
But it appears that it will initially consist
of a framework for negotiations that will
push thethomlesl issues, like lr'm 'snucle-

A works with FP-1 di
inan undisclosed location in Ukraine. ReuTeRs

aproduction facility of Fire Poii

'sattack

Howmajorpowers misread
theregions they attacked

means available to achieve them,” James
F Jeffrey, a fellow at the Washington
Institute and a former Middle East en-
voy, | wrote in Foreign Affairs.

arprogramme relief,down
theroad.Itis expected toallow foratleast
the temporary reopening of the Strait of
Hormuztoshipping.

“Both conflicts have produced a simi-
lar outcome: a weaker power has trapped
a stronger one in a costly confrontation,”
FionaHill, whoran Russianand European
affairsat the National Security Council dur-
mgthel’ ls(Tnlmpa(lmlmsmuon wrotein
a policy paper forth 2
thisweek. “Like Putin, Tr lid

kraine to haltRussian troop
advances inpart by producing next-gener-
ationdrones, changing the face of modern
warfare, while the US has shownno desire
todeploy troopsinside Iran.

Lack of compromise has prolonged
both wars, The United States and Russia
have presented extensive demands to the
other side, but the list of what their ad-
versaries get in return is short. Putin, in
pamcular hasnot budged from his maxi-

t

p havea

plan for what would happen next.”
The root of the issue is that both pres-
ldenb sparked wars with limited under-
ide, Hillsaidinan

mall ds, whichinclude taking land
hisarmy has been unable to capture

an people, Thatwas more than four years
ago. Despitea death toll estimatedatmore
than 350,000 soldiers, Moscow has not
fully occupied three of the four Ukrainian
provinces that it now claims.

Asked last week about Zelenskyy's lat-
estoverture for peace, Putin declared that
“military operations”— he still avoids call-
ing it a war — “will end when we achieve
our goals.”

In reality, both Washington and Mos-
cow “have been defeated in the pursuit of
the goals that they had,” Hill said.

The circumstances of the two wars
do not entirely match. Ukraine had not
threatened Russia, while Iran had con-
lrnnted the US ever since its 1979 Islamic

Trump has also rep ly revised
terms alreadyagreed with the mediators,
T g the Iranians.

interview. “Both pro)ec(ed their own cen-
tralised views of their own roles onto Iran
and Ukraine, so they thought if they could
decapitatethesystemitwould fall,”shesaid.

Putindid notanticipate fierce Ukrainian
resistance, forexample; Trumpignored ad-
monitionsthat Iran could shutthe Strait of
Hormuz, and appeared to underestimate
Iran’s capacity to retaliate and inflict dam-
age on America’s allies in the region. Nor
did the Iranian people rise up against their
authoritarian leaders, as Israel and the US
had urged them to do. While the bombing
campaigns of (he US and Russia have had

The United States harmed the process
wnh contradlcmry messages, f frequent
aswell

roristattacks, proxy
wars and other assaults on American in-
terests. The US did not have territorial
designs on Iran, while Putin has occupied
almost 20% of Ukraine. Militarily, Russia
began d Ukraine by

isnotinthe cards,” hesaid.

The main American and Israeli prior-
ity is for Iran to abandon its nuclear pro-
gramme, includingsurrenderingits highly
enriched uranium,soitcannever develop
anuclear weapon.

Iran has resisted making those con-
cessions, and any resolution on that is-
sue could come months or years down
the road. Iran is also asking for longtime
American economicsanctionslifted,along
with the current naval blockade, and the
release of $24 billion in frozen assets.

Iran wants to use the framework under
discussion totest whether Trumpwill real-
lyimplementan accord, Nasr said.

“They want to see whether he actually
willlift the blockade,” he said. “They want
tosee whether he can maintain cease-fire
in Lebanon, and they wantsee whether he
willdeliver someof theirmoney.” Ifall that
happens, (hey would be willing to negoti-

as repeated violations of the cease-fire,”
Esmail Baghaei, the spokesman for Iran’s
Foreign Ministry,said last week after fight-
ing sputtered back to life.

Each revision erodes a little more of
Iran’s confidence that Trump will stick to
an eventual deal,. amlysu said. Yet Trump

lydeclared thataresol

Crimea and fuelling a separatist move-
mentstartingin 2014, United States large-
ly avoided a war with Iran until its 12-day
bombing campaign last June undertaken
with Israel.

Iran is more inclined than Ukraine to
make a deal because it faces more dire

s R e S

justaround the corner, ashedldThursday
after calling offyetanother offensive.
Noneofthe shxftm}, setof goals thathe

airpow-
eralone has not proved decisive.
“Although Russia’s aggressive invasion
of its neighbour differs from Washing-
ton’s goal of reining in Iran’s expansionist
threat, both States are finding it equal-
Iy hard to align their end goals with the

predictedatth fthe conflict—
which hesaidwould take onlya few weeks
toachieve —hasbeen realised.

The same is true for Putin. Invading
Ukraine, the Kremlin had expected it
would quickly seize Kyiv, install a pliant
regime and be welcomed by the Ukraini-

T
nooutside support, said Vali R Nasr,a pro-
fessor ofinternational affairsat the Johns
Hopkins School of Advanced Internation-
al Studies. Atthesametime, headded, the
United Statesand Israel failed in theirstra-
tegicobjectivesin wars, in

bigger, headded.

In Ukraine, Russia wants at a mini-
mum that Ukraine withdraw from the
strategically important sliver of Donetsk
province from which it has been unable
to dislodge them, with Russia even losing
some ground in recent weeks.

Inboth wars, Trump has dented Amer-
ican credibility, Hill said. He failed to fulfil
hisvow to negotiate a peace settlementin
Ukraine while undermining NATO in the
process, and he did not achieve his main
goals in Iran, or protect Gulf allies from
lraman rel:.\hanon Moscow and Kyiv had

dthat Tr htpersuadethe

Juneand February. “So the Iranians want
the United States, basically, to come tothe
table with the realisation that they're not
defeated, and themilitary conquest of Iran

othertoagree toterms, but now bothsides
know that they need to look elsewhere for
asolution, she said.

The New York Times

are just as strong. Al has
changed the way we perform tasks in an
office by automating processes, reducing
costs and increasing performance. The
same analogy can be applied to factories,

world’sleading manufacturinginnovators.
The groundwork has been laid. A similar
level ofambition must now follow.

(The writer is the programme manager,
CORE Labs, FSID, [ISc)

and competence.

Following the contest,

Carvalho for failing to

practitionersabad name, as

their off-the-cuff remarks
expose deeply rooted prejudic-
es. The controversy at this year’s
French Open has once again un-
derlinedhow femaleofficialsand
athletes continue to be hounded
by doubts about their authority

Paraguayan tennis player Ad-
olfo Daniel Vallejo sparked out-
rage after his marathon five-set
defeat to French teenager Moi-
se Kouame at Roland Garros.

blamed Brazilian umpire Ana

an unruly partisan crowd. But
it was the tenor of his remarks
that caused an uproar.
suggested that such emotional-
ly chnrged matchcs “nced to be

Whenmisogyny
takes centre court

ADITYA MUKHERJEE Serena Williams has repeat-
edly found herself at the centre
exisminsportoftengivesits of debates involving sexism

and double standards. During
the 2018 US Open final against
Naomi Osaka, Serena argued
that male players routinely en-
gage in heated outbursts with-
out facing the same level of crit-
icism or punishment directed
at women — a frustration that,
attimes, carried the despair of a
Munchscream. The controversy
divided opinion, butit reopened
important conversations about
how female athletes are judged
differently for displays of anger,
passion or competitiveness.
Then there were the com-

Vallejo

control

who drew flak after making dis-
paraging remarks about Serena
Williams’ age and body weight.
AnotherchapterintheSisyphean

Vallejo

man’

atmospheres.

women lack the coumge andau-
thorityrequired tohandlevolatile

Theresponse from the French
Tennis Federation (FFT) was
swift and severe. Tournament
organisers labelled the remarks
“unacceptable” and imposed
amassive fine of $65,000 — re-
portedly among the heaviest
sanctions in French Open histo-
ryfor unsportsmanlike conduct.
Tournament director Amelie
Mauresmo firmly rejected the
notion thatofficiating ability has
anything todowith gender.

The incident struck a raw

‘eover

theirappearance.

The Vallejo controversy is es-
peciallyrevealing becauseitcon-
cerns a female official. Women
referees and umpires across
sports frequently confront hos-
tilitythatgoesbeyond criticismof
decisions. Theirauthorityitselfis
questioned. Male officials maybe
accused ofincompetence; female
officials are often accused of be-
inginherently incapable.

This prejudice is not unique to
tennis. Female referees in foot-
ball, cricket and basketball have
regularly reported abuse ques-
tioning whether women belong

nerveb

hoedapattern

and authority are

to which women in sport have
long been inured: the assump-
tion that leadership, mughness

in ityovermale
athletes. The problem reflects
broader societal attitudes where
leadership qualities are still un-

equal prize money at

from sexism.

masculine traits. Tennis, deapne
its progressive reputation and

Slams, has hardly been immune

Perhaps the most famous
chaptercamein1973with the his-
toric ‘Battleof the Sexes'between
29-year-old Billie Jean King and
55-year-old Bobby Riggs. The
insolent Riggs openly boasted
that even at 55 he could humble
the world’s best female players.
King's emphatic victory became
a landmark moment not mere-
ly for spurL but for the broader
women's rights movement.

In 2017, tennis legend John

What makes such remarks
dangerous is that they reinforce
barriersalready faced bywomen
trying toenter coaching, officiat-
ing and administrative roles in
sport. Every time a high-profile
athlete suggests that women
cannot handle pressure, it legit-
imises old stereotypes for a new
generation.

Yetthereisanothersidetothe
story. Thestronginstitutional re-
sponse fromthe FFT alsosignals
how much sport has changed.
Remarks that might once have
been dismissed as locker-room
frustration now attract real
consequences. Federations in-
creasingly exism

Grand

“out of statements that
factually based”.

CE:
afterdescribing Serena Williams
as‘thebestfemale playerever’be-
fore adding thatif she competed
regularly on the men'’s tour, she
wouldrank ‘like700intheworld".
Theremarkwaswidely criticised
fordiminishing Serena’sextraor-
dinaryachievements byinsisting
on measuring women's excel-
lence against male benchmarks.
Serena herselfresponded sharp-
ly, urging McEnroe to keep her

damagesnotonlyindividualsbut
alsothe credibility of sportitself.

The irony, of course, is that
tennis has produced countless
examples disproving the very
stereotypes Vallejo invoked. The
real question, therefore, is not
whether women have the cour-
age to withstand pressure. The
more pressing question is why
parts of the sporting world still
struggletoacceptit.

(The writer is a Delhi-based
Journalist)
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12lakh school kids to get
midday meals

Mysore, June 14

The Government proposed to provide
during this year free midday meals to
about 12 Jakh school-going children
inthe State, Mr. H. V. Srirangaraju,
DPIsaid here, today. Inaugurating

the eighth standard classes of Central
Food Technological Research Institute
High School, Mr. Srirangaraju said the
department, in collaboration with the
CFTRIwas keen on providing cheap
and nutritious food to the maximum
number of students possible with the
resources available.

BJPjoined Ayodhyastir to fight
vote politics: Advani

New Delhi, June 14
Union Home Minister L K Advani today
told the Liberhan Commission that the
BJP joined the Ayodhya movement in 1989
basically to fight the vote bank politics of
Congress after RajivGandhi government
inorities to
negate the Supreme Courtruling on Shah
Bano case. Deposing before the Com-
mission probing the sequence of events
leading to demolition of Babri Masjid
in December1992, Mr Advani said the
turning point came in 1985 when the SC
judgement was sought to be negated.

unavoidable and unwieldy.

We must arrive at a middle path

with the debate of whether we

should include sex education
in our curriculum or not. Every time
ahorrendous crime of sexual nature
takes place, the discussion erupts
and subsides likea stormina teacup,
only toresurface when the issue takes
anuglier turn and becomes simply

‘ N Jeasanationarestillnot done

The issue cannot be wished away.

which will create awareness about our
physical bodies and their functions.
Itisan error to think thatit s easy for
aperson to lead a life of chastity if he
is brought up in complete ignorance

OASIS | SRADHA PRATHI

of sensual pleasures. Virtue guarded

An upakathain the Mahab-
harataillustrates this truth
in the following story. Once
upon a time the country
of Anga was afflicted by a
severe famine. The people
lost hope as the drought
continued over many years.
There was a large-scale
destruction of life and property.

that ifa chaste celibate sage called
Rishyashringa stepped into their un-

only by ignorance can prove to be dan-
gerous and disastrous in the long run.

Romapada, the king of Anga, was told

fortunate land, then he would usher in

the much-awaited rains. A Imle home-

Selfawareness for self control

loitered araund the herml(age and

workrevealed that inga
was the son of Sage Vibhandaka. The
father and son lived in a forest all by
themselves. Rishyashringa had
never seen any other human
being besides his father. So
when the messengers of Ro-
mapada wentto fetch him,
he protested vehemently.
Hence, the king and his

Vmeﬂ decided to implement the

natural instincts of human beings to
do their job for them. They commis-
sioned the beautiful princess Shanta
to lure Rishyashringa into Anga. Ac-
cordingly, the princess and her friends

dinattracting the
of the young sage towards themselves.
Over a period of time Rishyashringa
was completely in love with Shantha.
One day, when Vibhandaka was away,
the princess managed to entice the
young man and lead him to her coun-
try to usher in the rain clouds.

The story subtly tells us knowledge
is not always about exotic subjects; it
is also about knowing ourselves physi-
cally, mentally and spiritually. For itis
only when we are aware of ourselves
that we can exercise control over our-
selves and pave the way for a cultured
and controlled civilisation.
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Deepening French
friendship

n the present era of volatile geopolitics, rise of
protectionist tendencies and shifting alliances,
having an all-weather friend with a stable and con-
sistent approach is an asset for any nation. India
can surely count on France to provide that sense of
comfort and predictability. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s ongoing visit to France-his seventh since 2014~
to participate in the G7 Summit and hold a bilateral
meeting with French President Emmanuel Macron will
provide an opportunity for both countries to further
deepen the cooperation. This would be the first meeting
between them after the two countries announced the
elevation of bilateral ties to “Special Global Strategic
Partnership” last year. There is a growing convergence
of views between them over several geopolitical issues.
On the conflict in West Asia, the two countries hold a
common view that the continuation of the war is not in
anyone’s interest. On Al both countries share similar
views, seeking regulatory frameworks that protect sov-
ereignty while encouraging innovation. The strategic
trust, built over years of partnership, has now matured
in fields as critical as defence, nuclear energy and space.
The India-France defence collaborations run deep and
wide, spanning the entire spec-
trum from air and naval assets
to helicopter engines and mis-
siles. Some flagship examples
of cooperation include the
Rafale aircraft, Scorpene sub-
marines and Shakti helicopter
engines. France is one of India’s
most preferred partners in Eu-
rope, and the bilateral relation-
ship has been a success story
over the last several decades.
With the passing of the Sustainable Harnessing and
Advancement of Nuclear Energy for Transforming
India (SHANTI) Act, there is a great opportunity for
collaboration between the Indian and French industries.
On Small Modular Reactors/Advanced Modular Reac-
tors, India and France signed a Declaration of Intent on
cooperation in this sector in February 2025. In the space
sector, there is the rich legacy of six-decade-old cooper-
ation between ISRO and the French national space
agency CNES. The Indian private sector is expected to
play a larger role in the transformation of the domestic
aerospace ecosystem in collaboration with France. At a
time when America has abandoned the spirit of multilat-
eralism and turned largely protectionist under Donald
Trump’s leadership, the deepening ties between New
Delhi and Paris provide an elbow room to assert strate-
gic independence. The steadily expanding bilateral co-
operation covers virtually every area—from the deep
oceans to the tallest mountain, from defence and Al to
critical minerals and renewable energy. A key highlight
of the PM’s ongoing visit would be the inauguration of
the “Bharat Innovates” event in the French city of Nice
that brings together more than 120 Indian companies
and startups, and prominent business leaders from
France and other countries. Alongside Macron, Modi
will also attend the VivaTech Summit, Europe’s largest
technology and startup event that will host an Indian
pavilion, the largest one at the summit this year.

Gives India the
elbow room to
assert strategic
independence at

atime when
America has
largely turned
protectionist

VIEWPOINT

HYDERABAD, Monday, June 15, 2026

Most MPs & MLAs want
the party to continue.
They want Mamata to
be chief advisor and
continue inarole
similar to that of a
leader. Therefore, |

decided to stay
2

with them

6 Undera Obama's Deal with Iran
compromised was an easy, beautiful,
PM, being an Indian smooth road toa
means facinga Nuclear Weapon, which
wrefched plight. Foreign Iran would have had six
powers kill our citizens. years ago & would have
Our govt meekly obeys used long before now.
orders and our citizens My Agreement with Iran
are left to rot is exact opposite
RAHUL GANDHI DONALD TRUMP
Leader of the Opposition US President

SUDIP BANDYOPADHYAY
TMC MP

From geopolitics to

geoeconomics

Market volatility,
rising energy prices,
and shifting US
foreign policy
priorities reflect the
growing importance
of geoeconomics in
global affairs

el

SANJAY TURI

tis interesting to note that the

US-Iran ceasefire negotiations

have recently witnessed a major

shift in priorities of the peace pro-
posals. The earlier peace proposal pri-
marily focused on the safe passage of
ships through the Strait of Hormuz and
Iran’s denuclearisation efforts, but the
recent peace proposal has incorporated
the extension of the Abraham Accords
among the US allies.

Additionally, President Trump has
suggested that Iran should also join this
accord to recognise Israel, which possi-
bly makes the entire peace proposal
logically irrelevant, as this suggestion
goes against the foundational political
principles of the Iranian regime. Many
scholars believe that this proposal re-
flects President Trump’s reluctance to
end the war prematurely, as this war is
benefiting the US directly or indirectly.

Political Economy
While the global economy is experienc-
ing a significant slowdown post-Iran
war, the net worth of a few individuals
globally, particularly American busi-
ness tycoons, continues to increase. In
recent times, it is often alleged that
American business tycoons associated
with President Trump, directly or indi-
rectly, have experienced exponential
increases in their profits or net worth.
In fact, the personal wealth of Presi-
dent Trump himself has risen signifi-
cantly, nearly tripling from $2.3 billion
to $6.5 billion over the last few years. In
addition to this, President Trump’s uni-
lateral decisions on the Iran war have

not only made the of this

dl

has repy d progress to-

war much more uncertain but also
made the global economy highly vul-
nerable. This phenomenon partially re-
minds us of the Marxist Theory of in-
ternational politics, in which Marx
gives primacy to domestic political
economy over geopolitics.

Although the discipline of interna-
tional political economy traces its ori-
gin to Adam Smith’s Wealth of Nations
and the Ricardian theory of compara-
tive advantage, Marx strongly criticises
Smith’s and Ricardo’s ideas of political
economy. As Marx’s criticism focuses
primarily on the domestic context of
capitalism and not much on the exter-
nal dimensions of capitalism, he argues
that policies inspired by Adam Smith
and David Ricardo bring wealth to the
few rather than to the nation as a whole.

Inflationary Pressures
With the skyrocketing energy prices
across the globe post the Hormuz
blockade, the US market is also experi-
encing an increase in inflationary pres-
sures on almost every good and serv-
ice. This is exactly what Marx argues,
that the market, inspired by Adam
Smith and Ricardo, will benefit only the
bourgeoisie class or a few individuals.

President Trump, being a business-
man first, always looks for profit, com-
pletely ignoring all aspects of the catas-
trophe he has been creating in recent
times, be it his role in Gaza, Ukraine or
the Persian Gulf. Trump’s capitalistic
approach to war has been so influential
that the profits generated by the war
outcomes are highly concentrated
among the few individuals who have
backed Donald Trump throughout his
political career.

Ever since the Iran war began almost
ahundred days ago, President Trump

wards a peace agreement, signalling an
end to this war. Each time he an-
nounces that this war is nearing an end,
the market reacts very differently:
crude oil prices drop sharply, and stock
markets worldwide see a bullish trend.
Before the situation can stabilise, he
makes another announcement that
raises fresh uncertainty. As a result,
markets rebound, triggering significant
volatility in stock prices and energy
markets. It is reported that billions of
dollars are put into the futures and op-
tions markets before each of President
Trump’s war-related

markets often move significantly in re-
sponse to major news developments.
In this context, the sophist Thrasy-
machus’ famous statement, mentioned
by Plato in his book ‘Republic’, that
‘might is right” has gained significant
attention, as the US, under the leader-
ship of Trump, is doing the same. The
world is watching these developments,
but there is hardly any country that
dares to stand against the mighty US.
Contrary to historical patterns in
which the US had a history of giving
geopolitics a front seat, the US under
the Trump administration has given
ics a front seat instead. The

Impact on Markets

Recently, when the US and Iran were
about to reach an agreement, the US at-
tacked Iran’s surveillance facilities on
Qeshm Island and near Sirik and also
shot down two Iranian attack drones
over the Strait of Hormuz. In response,
Iran launched a massive drone and
missile strike at US bases in Bahrain
and Kuwait.

This retaliation renewed hostilities,
drastically reducing the possibility of
the proposed ceasefire agreement.
Such messages from President Trump
have led observers to wonder whether
he is attempting to influence stock
prices for personal gain, given that

Trump's tariffs, aid cuts,
and withdrawals from
global institutions
underscore a foreign policy
increasingly driven by
economic interests

Trump administration’s recent unilat-
eral exit from various global organisa-
tions, the discontinuation of foreign aid
(USAID) to developing countries, and
the weaponisation of tariff imposition
on its trading partners are the clearest
examples of the US’ recent foreign pol-
icy shift from geopolitics to geoeco-
nomics.

In this context, it would not be
wrong to assume that President
Trump, by handling war with sucha
casual and material interests, has possi-
bly altered the true, historical nature of
geopolitics during his tenure, Last but
not least, the damage to the rules-based
international order caused by his mate-
rialistic tendencies is possibly irre-
versible, and the burden of repairing
this damage does not lie solely on
American citizens but on every global
citizen and organisation that believes
in the idea of a rules-based interna-
tional order.

(The author is a Doctoral candidate
at the Centre for West Asian Studies
[CWAS], School of International
Studies(SIS), Jawaharlal Nehru
University, New Delhi)
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Structural collapse

Detached from reality

" Editor
Big-ticket
disaster

Balanced or holistic devel-
opment is certainly a book-
ish phrase in today's con-
text. Embarking on big
ticket projects on pro-
tected, pristine, ecologi-
cally sensitive forests like
the Nicobar islands is really
amatter of concern. We
have to choose strategic
initiatives over ecology in
this case. No report sub-
mission, environmental as-
sessments, or compensa-
tory actions can undo the
damage once done. This
message is loud and clear.
RAHUL GHOSH,
Delhi

Barely a month after its Assembly poll debacle, the Tri-
namool Congress is imploding. The mutiny exposes TMC's
core malaise: deep-rooted corruption, brazen nepotism, and
dictatorship-style functioning that crushed dissent and de-
bate. Power remains centralised in one family while merit
and bility are sids Loyalty, not
decides tickets and posts. The electoral defeat only un-
masked years of cadre frustration with top-down control and
the absence of succession planning. This isn't mere faction-
alism — it's structural collapse. A party run as a personal
fiefdom cannot withstand setbacks. Without dismantling its
culture of command and favouritism, TMC risks sliding from
Bengal's ruler to a warning on personality-driven politics.
SADHASIVA REDDY, gengaluru

NEET scam

Availing the logistical support of the omnipotent IAF in se-
cured delivery of NEET-UG re-examination question papers
to various locations across the nation is a novel mission
which the Mi-17 helicopters themselves might have never
ever thought of. Besides, such a demanding situation depicts
the lowness and questions the moral turpitude of the failed
systems and agencies, which time and again are involved in
paper leakage scams and wrong doings.

MURALI M MALLAREDDY, visakhapatnam

The Central Government’s absolute indifference to the sky-
rocketing fuel and cooking gas prices reveals a disturbing
policy detachment from the realities of ordinary citizens.
While the Russia, Ukraine conflict is frequently weaponised
as an excuse to hike prices, the benefits of falling global
crude prices are never passed on to the consumer. Instead,
the government actively shields corporate profit margins,
even going so far as to offer a Rs 10,000 crore relief pack-
age to oil and aviation firms while citizens fracture their
household budgets. The numbers speak for themselves. Ina
mere three months, domestic LPG cylinders have surged by
Rs 89 to reach nearly Rs 950, almost double the price since
this administration took office. Commercial cylinders have
faced an even more catastrophic Rs 1,200 hike in the same
period, dealing a severe blow to small businesses. This re-
lentless inflation in fuel and commercial gas acts as an im-
mediate tax on survival, triggering a cascading price rise
across essential commodities, vegetables, and freight. The
rhetoric of India’s booming economic stature completely
collapses when measured against actual public purchasing
power. According to global data adjusting fuel costs against
per capita income, an average Indian can afford a meagre 8
litres of petrol or diesel daily. Compare this to 789 litres in
Libya, 199 litres in the US, or 20 litres in Brazil; India sits at
the absolute bottom of 158 nations surveyed.

S PADMANABHAN, kochi

Write to us at letters@telanganatoday.com
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Thousands march in PoK as clashes kill at least 15

At least 15 people have been killed in clashes between protesters and security
forces in Pakistan-administered Kashmir, local authorities say. The violence
comes after an alliance of activist groups called on people to protest against the
reservation of legislative seats for refugees who migrated to Pakistan from PoK.

W The Washington Times

CJP launches nationwide youth protests

India’s viral Cockroach Janta Party launched a nationwide protest campaign on
Thursday with hundreds of students and young supporters gathering in the
western city of Pune in the youth movement's latest show of strength. The rally
at Pune followed the group’s first major street protest in New Delhi last week.

W AlJazeera

Why Indians are having fewer children

Many young people across India, which has seen rapid population growth for
decades, are now choosing to have fewer children or not at all. According to gov-
ernment figures, including from SRS Statistical Report - the country's largest de-
mographic survey - India has been experiencing falling birthrate for some years.
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INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN
INDUSTRY.IT IS A MISSION.

— Ramnath Goenka

SCMARKS HOME CARE,
NOWEQUALITY SHOULD
DEFINE ITS TRUE WORTH

HE Supreme Court’s recent judgement in Shishupal @
Shish Ram vs Surjeet is likely to be remembered for a
phrase rarely heard in Indian courtrooms: “the home-
maker builds the nation”. In a country where millions of
women spend their lives caring for families without pay
or recognition, those words matter: So does the judgement.
The case arose from a motor accident compensation claim.
But the court has done more than revise an award. It has rec-
ognised that the labour performed within the home is neither
invisible nor incidental. By creating a separate head of com-
pensation for “loss of domestic care” and fixing its minimum
value at 30,000 2 month, the court has sought to give legal
recognition to work that has long been taken for granted.
The judgement is particularly significant because it con-
fronts the way courts have historically treated homemakers.
Notional income figures have often been unrealistically low,
bearing little relation to the range of responsibilities women
shoulder every day. A homemaker is not merely someone
who cooks or cleans. She raises children, cares for the eld-
erly, manages the household and, in countless ways, enables
other family members to earn and pursue their ambitions.
The court rightly notes that the loss suffered by a family
cannot be reduced to a conventional claim for consortium.
1t also addresses a contradiction that has persisted for
decades. Homemakers have often been described as depend-
ants of earnmg members even when the functioning of the
ially on their labour. The judge-
ment rlghtly rejects that view. Unpaid work remains work.
Yet an important question remains. The court repeatedly
acknowledges that a homemaker’s contribution cannot truly
be measured in money. If so, how was 30,000 arrived at? The
Jjudgement describes the figure as a basic minimum and a stand-
in for a far greater contribution. That may be a practical solu-
tion for compensation cases. But it is still an approximation.
Thelarger challenge is to move beyond approximation. Valuing
unpaid care work requires data, research and wider public debate.
The court has taken an important first step and given tribunals
much-needed guidance. But recognising the economic value of
domesticlabour cannot remain solely a judicial exercise. If home-
makers truly help build the nation, public policy and the law must
find more credible ways of recognising their contribution.

HEIGHTS TO RISE IN BLURU,
PRESSURE WILL BUILD TOO

ENGALURU'S cityscape is poised for a dramatic trans-
formation: vertical expansion, denser development,
higher population density and diminishing green cover.
Chief Minister D K Shivakumar’s announcement that
buildings on mid-sized plots of 2,400 sq ft may rise to 21
metres, or six floors, signals another real-estate boom in the
city. Setback rules were recently relaxed and now there is a
one-time exemption for obtaining an occupation certificate
(OC) to avail of electricity connections for plots of similar
sizes. Together, these measures offer much-needed relief to
homeowners and developers whose projects had stalled amid
e-khata confusion and floor area ratio (FAR) violations.

Yet the announcement sits uneasily with a Supreme Court
order issued in December 2024, which stipulated that new elec-
tricity, water and sewage connections could be granted only to
property owners holding a valid OC. With compliance frequent-
ly falling short of planning norms, many owners were unable
to secure OCs. Apartment sales slowed sharply and revenue
streams dwindled. The exemption, presented as a one-time,
100-day scheme, sidesteps the court’s directive.

The government is now considering an ordinance toformalise
the move, although by and large the opposition BJP also supports
higher FAR limits. Supporters argue that the scheme will free up
the real estate activity and help moderate Bengaluru’s notori-
ously high rental costs, particularly in apartment complexes that
have valid OCs. The Bangalore Apartments’ Federation has wel-
comed the decision, especially as the government moves to imple-
ment the Karnataka Apartment (Ownership and Management)
Act, 2025. The legislation is expected to improve transparency,
strengthen the rights of apartment owners, standardise mainte-
nance charges, establish deadlines for transferring undivided
land shares and curb encroachments on common areas.

While the package may appear to offer benefits across the
board, concerns about its long-term consequences have sparked
a broader debate about the sustainability of such growth. Is
Bengaluru prepared for it, and can its ageing infrastructure
cope? Given the government'’s uneven record in maintaining
roads, drains, traffic systems and waste management, doubts
are inevitable. A single spell of rain routinely exposes the city’s
weaknesses. Looser building norms could encourage wide-
spread violations, compromise public safety and invite legal
complications. Monetising every available square foot may in-
tensify both crowding and vehicular congestion. The chief
minister’s ambitions for Bengaluru are expansive, but neglect-
ing basic norms risks altering the city’s very character:

. < T |
GREENER FAREWELL

UMAN composting is emerging as a gentler, natural way to

say goodbye, gaining attention as an alternative to burial.

Some facilities in the US and Sweden place remains in bio-
degradable shrouds with wood chips, mulch and wildflowers,
allowing natural decomposition in controlled conditions.
Within weeks, the process produces nutrient-rich soil that
families may keep, scatter or donate for conservation work.
Supporters say it cuts emissions, avoids pollutants from cre-
mation and reduces pressure on crowded burial spaces. Critics
remain uneasy about changing funeral traditions, though the
method is regulated and increasingly accepted where legal. As
cities grow without pause, and burial and green spaces shrink,
it's worth wondering if this will become widely acceptable.

EDITORIAL
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UR education system suffers
from deep-rooted pedagogical
and systemic challenges. Though
schemes such as the Sarva Shik-
sha Abhiyan, the Right to Edu-
cation Act, 2009 and the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020
have significantly expanded access and
enrolment, the system continues to strug-
gle with quality, equity, retention and rel-
evance. A largely rigid, textbook-driven
and examination-oriented education sys-
tem fails to nurture children’s cognitive
abilities and holistic development. A mas-
sive shortage of teachers and faculty, in-
frastructure gaps and occasional campus
unrest further compound the problem.
Government schools constitute the
backbone of our education system, ac-
counting for 69 percent of institutions and
about 50 percent of enrolments. But infra-
structure and outcomes show uneven
progress. Public spending on education
falls well below the NEP, 2020 target of 6
percent. Even past governments have nev-
er achieved this target. There is near-uni-
versal enrolment at lower levels, but prob-
lems of retention, equity and learning
quality persist. The gross enrolment ratio
demonstrates progress that tapers off at
higher levels. Children dropping out of
school is a worrying phenomenon. Reten-
tion has improved, but only half of stu-
dentsentering Class 9reach Class 12, while
over a third of those starting school donot
reach Class 9. Dropping out is attributed to
economic pressures, migration, child la-
bour, early marriage, poor infrastructure
and perceived low learning returns.
Learning outcomes, as per Annual Sta-
tus of Education Report 2024, paint a con-
cerning portrait of ‘schooling without
learning’. About 49 percent of those in
Class 5 can only read Class 2 texts fluently;
and only about 31 percent can perform divi-
sion. This low proficiency is largely attrib-
uted to rote and heavy teaching

THE MORNING STANDARD

Unless schools become student-centred and universities
regain autonomy and diversity, India's education system will
continue to struggle with quality, innovation and social mobility

UNFINISHED
BUSINESS OF
EDUCATION

|

Entrance Test. The result is widespread
eress anxiety, and career

SOURAV ROY

formu[a has sparked resistance in non-
di

NEP, 2020 seeks to address

methods that dominate our classrooms.
Our system fails to identify a child’s
strengths and weaknesses and encourage
them to explore knowledge beyond the
classroom. A uniform, tailor-made educa-
tion system with a rigid textbook-and-ex

this through multidisciplinary, flexible
learning, reduced content load, experien-
tial and competency-based methods and
the 5+3+3+4 curricular structure. How-
ever, as of 202526, NEP remains largely on

am-centric regime does not cater to the
diverse attributes and learning capacities
of children. The system prioritises rote
memorisation and uniform content deliv-
ery over experiential learning, play, in-
quiry, arts, practical skills, ethical reason-
ing and real-world problem- solvmg This
‘one-size-fits-all’ approach ignores indi-
vidual interests, learning styles, paces
and talents, funnelling students toward
high-stakes exams like the Joint Entrance
Examination and National Eligibility cam

paper; its i ion uneven.

The recent textbook revision presents
a selective and majoritarian interpreta-
tion of history and culture, marginalis-
ing diverse regional, linguistic, religious,
caste and minority perspectives. It would
probably result in social division instead
of promoting pluralism. Some articula-
tions of the ‘Bharatiya’ perspectives tend
towards ideological saffronisation, eras-
ing syncretic elements, thereby creating
a culture of mismatch, especially for

ised groups. The thr

king states like Tamil Nadu,
Karnataka and Kerala, leading to with-
holding of central funds. Such policies
highlight tensions between national inte-
gration and linguistic diversity.

In higher education, chronic under-
funding persists. Funds are disproportion-
ately diverted to elite institutions while
state universities crumble, making NEP
targets unattainable. Research and devel-
opment (R&D) expenditure has been stag-
nating at 0.64-0.7 percent of the GDP, and
universities contribute only 8-9 percent of
national R&D. In contrast, among the
world's advanced economies, South Korea
invests 4.8 percent, Israel 5.4 percent, the
US 2.8 percent and China 2.1 percent.

Declining research output and global
rankings further highlight these short-
comings. Research output in India grows

Diversity is being invited to the party;
inclusion is being asked to dance

Verna
Myers

only in quantity, while quality remains
low, amid brain drain and an underfunded
National Research Foundation. Centrali-
sation of the examination system, thanks
to the Supreme Court as well, has eroded
federalism and institutional autonomy.
Apart from constant question paper leaks
in high-stakes centralised examinations
conducted by the National Testing Agen-
cy, such a system curtails universities’
ability to set their own admission criteria.
Institutions are forced to admit students
pursuant to counselling, absent curricu-
lum flexibility and the ability to cater to
disparate needs of the institution. Univer-
sities should be free to shape their vision
to cover community needs and achieve ex-
cellence. Students from state boards, rural
areas and regional-language mediums are
putatadisadvantage. This fuels the coach-
ing industry, putting an avoidable burden
on parents and students alike. The way
forward is decentralisation of the exami-
nation system through innovation and
alignment with local needs.

The shortage of faculty is critically
high. Asof January 31, 2025, 28.56 percent
of sanctioned teaching posts were vacant,
with professor-level vacancies standing at
56 percent. The position of state public
universities is equally worrisome. Though
premier institutions like the IITs produce
world-class talent, brain drain remains
significant, with one-third of IIT gradu-
ates migrating abroad. But even these in-
stitutions are unable to maintain the pre-
scribedstudent-faculty ratio. Theory-heavy
curriculums limit the integration of prac-
tical, interdisciplinary and emerging
skills such as Al critical thinking and soft
skills. Overall graduate employability is
between 42-56 percent. The curriculum is
not aligned with industry expectations,
resulting in modest placements.

Politicisation of campuses has intensi-
fied, turning universities into ideological
battlegrounds. In the Academic Freedom
Index 2026, India ranks 156th out of 179
countries. Freedom to research, teach and
express views is weakening. Intimidating
teachers and students over ideclogical dif-
ferences undermines the role of universi-
ties as centres of learning. Meritless ap-
pointments erode universities” autonomy
and compromise learning outcomes. Key
posts of vice-chancellors and faculty are
often filled by perceived loyalists and ideo-
logically aligned figures, bypassing merit.

Unless university education gets rid of
ad hocism and autonomy and diversity
become the ‘mantra’ of higher education,
the future will remain somewhat bleak.

(Views are personal)
(On X @KapilSibal)
Full article on newindianexpress.com

VOYAGE THROUGH BELIEF

T’S$43°C in Delhi-NCR, and the
mind turns to holiday encoun-
ters as a diversion. I remem-
ber a chatty pavement book-
seller I met in Bali. “I think
democracy is rubbish,” de-
clared the spike-haired, sharp-
eyed young man without a preamble.
“Oh God,” Imuttered distractedly, look-
ing to choose a secondhand book for
holiday reading, since I'd already raced
through the ones I'd brought along.

“Talk to me!” he said, pulling out a
plastic chair and offering me a clove-
scented ‘Sampoorna’ cigarette that I po-
litely declined, which he then lit for him-
self. “Do you have an attention problem?”
Isaid mildly, “Please talk to the Austral-
ian tourists, I'd just like to buy a book.”

“Talk to me!” he insisted. “You're
from India, aren’t you? I don't meet
many Indians. What do you think about
democracy? What do you think about
God? I'm Muslim, what are you?”

Clearly there was no escape except to
leave, and I so wanted to look at the
books. I extracted a yet-unread Joanna
Trollope title lurking between the best-
sellers and was pleased to spot Vikram
Seth, Amitav Ghosh and, God bless us
all, Malgudi Days. Also, something prom-
isingly titled, The Revenge of the Middle-
aged Woman, except that [ wasn't inter-
ested. Not when I'd gone snorkelling,
explored Borobudur, scampered up and
down green Indonesian hillsides and
cooled off in boulder-strewn rivers that
looked like our Betwa and Shipra.

“I'm from Sumatra,” he announced,
which got my attention because of Ra-
jendra Chola’s navy going there to
school King Vijayatunga, who was har-
assing the Chettiars in their China
trade. So I set the book aside, sat down,
and really looked at him.

“Why do you have a long, straight nose?”
he demanded, “Why is mine flat?” “I don’t
know those answers,” I'said, “Why do you
think of democracy badly?” “Does it make
life better for the poor?” he said belliger-
ently, but I was not in the mood to argue.
“Why do you want to know my religion?”
1 asked in return. “Everybody is fighting
about religion. What do you think?” he
said. “I think it's stupid to fight,” I replied,
“I'm sure God doesn't approve of it.” He
shot me a keen look. “And you're Hindu?”
he asked. “Yes. Do you think Almighty
God dislikes me for a different way of
praying?” I laughed. “Certainly not!” he
exclaimed and I rose to leave.

“Twenty thousand rupiah only,” he

grinned (around %100), handing back
The Best of Friends by Joanna Trollope
with a flourish. “Suksma,” I said, Bal-
inese for “thank you”. “Om Swasti Astu,”
he said, palms together, meaning “May
God keep you well”, which is actually the
Balinese greeting, not goodbye, and we
parted cordially in a haze of clove that
rang with shared ancestral echoes.

1 got another jolt of awareness about
ambivalence in faith while holidaying
in Goa. Strolling around Mapusa, [
passed a church dedicated to the Ma-
donna and was told she was a ‘miracle
lady’, as Hindus speak of Kanchi Ka-
makshi. But in the next breath, my local
informant spoke disparagingly of some
religious practices as ‘superstition’.

Evenif beliefs differ, it's character
that counts. Cultural adherence
coded by centuries of knowledge
is hard to eliminate. While

not everyone gets to confront
ambivalence to faith head-on, one
can learn from the many inspiring
stories that stand the test of time

Q

A memory kicked in of someone
else’s words, from Shakespeare’s ‘Henry
IV’ Part One, Act Three, Scene One:

Hotspur: “I cannot choose/sometimes
he angers me,/With telling me of the
mould warp and the ant,/Of the dreamer
Merlin and his prophecies,/And of adrag-
on and a finless fish,/A clip-wing'd griffin
and amoulten raven,/A couching lion and
aramping cat,/And such a deal of skimble-
skamble stuff/As puts me from my faith.”
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And by and by, the counter-argument
goes like this:

Mortimer: “In faith, he is a worthy gen-
tleman/Exceedingly well read and prof-
ited/In strange concealments, valiant as
a lion/And as wondrous affable and as
bountiful /As the mines of India.”

Don’t these medieval words put it
rather well that even if beliefs differ,
it’s character that counts?

Moreover, cultural adherence coded by
centuries is hard to eliminate and why
should we, when there are many inspir-
ing stories to learn from? Of course, we
have to understand them first.

A Chinese tale I like in this regard con-
cerns Huineng, 617-713 CE, who stands
ten feet tall in Zen Buddhism as the Sixth
Patriarch of Ch’an (Chinese Zen). It's
said he was an illiterate woodcutter who
was granted enlightenment in a single
flash. Xuanzang, who came to India and
stayed in Nalanda for five years, was 15
years older and both lived in the Tang
period, the golden age of Chinese cul-
ture. Thomas Cleary of Harvard, who
translated many Zen classics, did the
first English version of Huineng's own
sutra and his commentary on the Hiraka
(Diamond) Sutra, back in 1998.

Alas, Huineng had to escape to the
mountains from jealous people. Many
seekers went looking for him there, includ-
ing ‘Fa-Ta, a man from Hongzhou', who
had left home at age seven and learnt the
Lotus Sutra by heart. He bowed to Huineng
without his head touching the ground.

“This is not like bowing at all, what
have you learnt?” chided Huineng. “I've
recited the Lotus Sutra 3,000 times,” said
Fa-Ta proudly.“Even 10,000 times without
understanding is useless. ‘Fa-Ta’ means
‘Arrival at Truth’. But have you ever ar-
rived at Truth (Ta-Fa)?” asked the Master.
The mistaken seeker realised that know-
ing without understanding had no value.

I rejoice about Valmiki and Vyasa, who
left tonnes of spiritual advice disguised as
interesting stories that each generation
has to understand and pass on with joyful
awareness. [ wish I could share my favour-
ites with that candid bookseller in Bali.

(Vzews are persanal)
com)
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Federal backing

Ref: Awesome foursome rattles BIP

(Jun 14). It's good auguries for a
democracy like India to have both unitary
and federal structures accommodated

in the Constitution. The author has
rightly assessed the cohesive strength

of the southern states. But the future is
unpredictable. Most importantly, governance
must be above the party in power.
Jitendranath Guru, Padampur

TMC'’s tests

Ref: Legislature awaits clarity (Jun13).

To restore public confidence, the TMC

should adopt a more cohesive and
disciplined approach, strengthen its

internal leadership and reconnect with

the electorate through effective political
campaigns. The present crisis may well prove
to be a decisive test of the party's future.
Anfas P, Wayanad

Voter appeal

Ref: Symbalism of power dressing (Jun 14).
The piece on sartorial politics is a timely
reminder that clothing choices carry real
historical weight in India. The 6andhi-
Ambedkar dichotomy in dress was never
trivial. It is heartening that political leaders
today still think carefully about what their
attire communicates with voters.

Pon Arun Kumar, Tiruppur

Compensate sailors

Ref: Modi-trump talks on Wed (Jun 14).
Citizens subscribe to the sanguinity that the
PM will set the tone for a huge compensation
from the Trump administration for the
irreparable loss of three seafarers onboard
MT Settlebello shot down by the US military.
TMUday Shankar, Hyderabad

Full circle

Ref: 14 women get permanent commission
(Jun 14). The Supreme Court’s 2021 verdict
admitting women in the NDA had cleared
decks to empower naari shakti. President
Murmu had rightly recorded this as a
“watershed moment”. Kalpana Chawla's
circle of feats is now near-complete. It surely
is @ moral booster for the young generation.
C Chandrasekaran Bharathi, Madurai

Disposable lives

Ref: Price of a life (The New Sunday Express
Magazine, Jun 14). It was with a heavy heart
that | read the article. The disposable nature
of lives suggests that as every minute passes
in India, a person—young or old—lives on
borrowed time. Wit and wisdom are sadly

missing to avoid such tragedies.
TS, email
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Al with borders

US’ Anthropic curbs should compel a rethink for India

The United States (US) government’s directive to restrict access to Anthropic’s
latest models on artificial intelligence (Al has policy implications. It alters the geo-
politics around Al development, and could result in investors reviewing valuations
of Al-related businesses. Last Friday, the US secretary of commerce issued an
“export control directive” that ordered Anthropic to revoke access for all non-
Americans to two of its most powerful Al models — Claude Fable 5 and Claude
Mythos 5. The letter cited national security concerns. Anthropic suspended all
accesstothe models, pendingthe rollout of a verification system. It said: “We must
abruptly disable Fable 5and Mythos 5 forall our customers to ensure compliance.”
The concerns centre around a potentlal “jailbreak”, which is industry jargon for
finding waysto remove constrai; ilsthat prevent models from work-
inginhigh-riskareas. Anthropic had bul.l[ Fable5onthe underlying model Mythos,
launched in April. Mythos was not mass-released because it was deemed too
powerful without guardrails. It had identified flaws and vulnerabilities in every
major operating system and web browser.

Anthropic launched a controlled pilot called Project Glasswing, inviting
around 50 vetted organisations, to utilise Mythos for defensive cybersecurity.
Without, guardraﬂs the fear was that it could be used to hack systems such asthose
usedin 1dfi ialindustry, oreven tobuild bioweapons. Last Tues-
day, the company released Fable 5, which has guardrails designed from the learn-
ing of Glasswing. If someone tries to run Fable 5 to hack into a critical system or
build a weapon, the model is supposed to revert to an earlier, less powerful iter-
ation. The US directive apparently cited an instance where a jailbreak had been
carried out to bypass safety restrictions.

Anthropicdisputesthe assertion on jailbreak and it can find away to persuade
the US government to roll back the order or modify it. Conspiracy theorists are
suggesting that this isthe US administration’s “revenge” fora prior dispute where
Anthropic refused to let the Pentagon use its models for mass surveillance, and
the development of autonomous weapons. However, the order alters the percep-
tions of policymakers and investors. Anthropic is seeking to launch an initial
public offering (IPO), and would, before the order, have been able to raise funds
at a valuation of over $1 trillion. OpenAL which developed ChatGPT, has similar
IPO intentions. This order brings to the table some policy uncertainties thatvalue
matrices would find hard to account for.

But what happensifan Almodelissogood that governments refuseto letitbe
deployed commercially? There has been talk of moving to adecentralised Al devel-
opment model, where nosingle government has the powers to revoke access. How-
ever, other governments may emulate the US, and decentralisation would involve
setting up byzantine corporate structures to tap capital.

Nandan Nilekani, one of the Infosys founders, had suggested that India focus
ondeveloping use cases rather than building new models. But that no longer seems
aviableallocation of resources. The US, in prior decades, imposed export controls
on “dual-use” equipment and software. After the Pokhran-1I tests in 1998, India
had to develop its own super-computing resources and weather-prediction pro-
gramming, and cryogenic rocket engines, due to sanctions in these cases. It
appears the country will have to make asimilar push in Al accelerating the induc-
tion of compute resources to “grow” homegrown Al models. This incident further
emphasises the fact that AT and access to Al must be treated as strategic assets by
sovereign nations, rather than simple commercial resources.

The upskilling imperative
TCS plan on Al agents must spur a new approach

The writing is on the wall, and now a top information technology (IT) leader of the
country publicly acknowledged it this week. Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) Chair-
man N Chandrasekaran, at the firm’s 31stannual general meetmg relayed amessage
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Echoes of 1990 91?

Let us hope that 2026-27 will remind us 0f 1991-92, when
economic policy shifted from increased foreign and
domestic borrowing to implementing serious policy reforms

SHANKAR ACHARYA

Ithasbeent Ilast contributed a column
o Business Standard “Macro signals flashing amber™
(January16,2025). Today those signals are “locked and
loaded” at red, to use Pete Hegseth's favourite phrase.

Last month, the Prime Minister emphasised the
gravity of India’s economic predicament in today’s
difficult global circumstances.

In some ways, the situation is eerily reminiscent
0f 1990-91. Back then, the US-Irag-Kuwait war had
sharply increased the global prices of oil and gas and
thus delivered a serious terms of trade shock to all
major oil-importing nations like India. Today, the
three-month-old massive assault on Iran by America
and Israel and the consequent closure of the Strait of
Hormuz have ramped up oil prices by over 50 per
cent, with experts warning of even higher prices in
the near future, as government and private stocks
run down globally.

By 1990-91 India’s balance of payments (BoP) had
already been under severe pressure because of low
exportsand high fiscal deficits for several years as well
asastrong policy aversion to foreign private invest-
ment. By 2025-26, India’s share of goods exports had
fallen to 11 per cent of gross domestic product (GDP)
from a peak of 17 per cent average in 2011-14. The
impactofthi: ialdeclinei d: on
the BoP current account deficit was masked by the
surge inservi
fmm abroad during this period. But the recent, mass-

buoyancy of

interest ital

borrowingby

i toforeigninstitutic i i V-
ernment prc yof NRI(Non-
ResidentIndian) fresh deposits from exchangerisk by
bearing the hedging cost.

The common features of these policy responses
have been a willingness to incura higher fiscal deficit
by the government and resort to greater foreign bor-
rowingtooffset the pressuresonthe BoP. They arejus-
tifiable as initial responses to an external energy
shock, coming on top of extant weaknesses, such asin
exports, foreign direct investment and fiscal par-
ameters of deficits and debt. They buy time to imple-
ment policy adjustmentsthat are necessary toachieve
more durable and desirable outcomes in terms of
economic growth and macro stability, both external
and internal. They do not, by themselves, constitute a
durable solution.

1f2025-26 is reminiscent of 1990-91, letus hope that
2026-27 will remind us of 1991-92, when econemic
policy shifted from increased foreign and domestic
borrow1 ng to actually implementing a broad range of

goods, thesh ftarifflinesin y10-15per

eri icy reforms. Givenli Iwilllimit

cent increased sharply from 1.4 per cent to 33.5 per
centbetween 2014 and 2024 and for the tariff category
15-25 per cent from 1.7 per cent to 14.9 per cent, while
the share of tariff lines in the category 0-10 per cent
fell steeply from 90.5 per cent to 42.5 per centover the
same period.

Inthe BoP capnal account the significant decline
in net forei; from annual levels of
$30-40billiontoan averageoflust %bllhon inthelast

myselfto suggesting reforms in three broad areas.
First, we need to greatly improve our goods
exports performance. The exchange rate depreci-
ation to date should certainly help. We also need to
roll back the customs tariff increases that have
occurred in the decade plus since 2014 and move
furtherto bring our tariffsdown tothe levels of South-
east Asian nanons A policy announcement of our
yan theboard cut

three years has the
BoP. Much of this sharp decl.me is axtnbulable to

of10-15 points in all our tariffs on manu-
factured goods. No nation has become a successful

surgesinrepatriationand both
possibly signalling deterioration in the domestic

ing exporter while having the high, pro-
tective tariffs that we currently have.

investment climate. Net foreign portfolio i

Second, the overly restrictive weak-

also has been volatile with a strong negative bias. So,
for the first time in India’s history, India’s balance of
I der boththe

current and capital accounts at the same time.

The combined fiscal deficit of about 7.7 per cent
of GDP in 2025-26 is clearly better than in 1990-91.
But it is still high in comparison to major develop-
ing countries and our own history (such as in 2005-
08). Together with our government debt to GDP
ratio of over 80 per cent, it leaves very little fiscal
space for manoeuvre.

On the positive side, the government and Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) have allowed the market-respo

nesses of our 2016 Model Bilateral Investment Treaty
(BIT), the Budget speech of February 2025 had prom-
ised a full-scale review to make the BITs much more
investor-friendly. It is high time the necessary policy
ch Ianges wer These also
ofth Tecentsurge:
inrepatriationand outbound investment.

Third, current tax and subsidy policies point toa
substantial and undesirable increase in the central
government’s budgeted fiscal deficit of 4.3 per cent of
GDPin2026-27. Thiswould fuel inflation, raise interest
rates and crowd out pnvate investment. Aside from
ac necessary i inenergy prices, the

sive exchange rate to depreciate, with some attempts
toslow the decline by the use of forex reserves; quite
d]ﬂerenl from 1990-91, when India had a fixed (to an

and associated jump in pay for
oiland gas have highlighted the long-standing weak-
nessingoodsexports. The trend decline in its share of
GDP hasbeen due toseveral factors, whose influence
has varied over time. One oft-underestimated cause
has been the inexorable, cost-raising increase in
India’s customs tariffs since 2014. The World Trade
Organization data show that for non-agricultural

1 basket of currencies) rate system. Less
positively, the government has been slow to pass on
the rising oil, gas and femhser pnces to users, prefer-

hould i theoft:
major reform of the fertiliser subsidy mechanism by
moving to a system of direct benefit transfers to
farmers on a per hectare basis. Reducing the exemp-
tion limit in the current personal income tax system
would also raise revenues.

ring a mix of tax g losses of oil-
and gas-| marketmg compames mcreasmg fertiliser
subsidies and various forms of informal rationing of
scarce energy. A few days ago, the government and
RBIannounced a programme to induce more foreign

The author is Honorary Professor at ICRIER,
Chancellor of the Central University of Andhra Pra-
desh and former Chief Economic Adviser to the Gov-
ernment of India. The views expressed are personal

The rise and rise of smallcaps

India’sstock market, when viewed through the lens of
its largest companies and the Nifty 50, appears to be
However, look instead at its smaller firms

thatt notignore. MrrL irman,
madea projection that could drasti trajectory mtheIT industry. Over
the next three years, TCS will have as many artificial intelligence (AI) agents as
human employees and that the pace of hiring will slow, he informed shareholders.
Thatwould imply a large-scale disruption, not just at TCS, which has around halfa
million employees, but across the IT landscape. It’s a matter of time before the phe-
nomenon >otherjob-i i ors. Foracountry grappling with insuffi-
cientemployment creation, this Al reality makes the concern about new and existing
jobs that much more serious.

Coping with this magnitude of disruption, where Al agents will take up a var-
iety of IT roles, requires a timely strategy on upskilling new hires as well as existing
employees. It is critical to appreciate the implications of an Al-centric future
rather than just wish it away. As the TCS chairman highlighted, the slowdown in
hiring does not mean there are no opportunities. “Once the transition happens,
the Al world will produce so much more opportunities, there will be new talent
that will be required,” he averred.

Tapping those new opportunities will decide the future of India’s tech indus-
try, which has been the world’s IT backroom for long,. Signs of ashakeup in hiring
are already being witnessed. IT industry estimates suggest a net addition of
135,000 employees this financial year, reflecting a meagre 2.3 per cent rise over
FY26. Therefore, without losing time, organisations, industry bodies, academic
institutions and governments (central and state) must focus on the immediacy of
the Al mission to ensure a robust future for the IT sector, which has been at the
forefront of the India growth story for decades.

IT majors, including TCS, recently experienced erosion in stock-market valu-
ation mainly due to investor anxiety over Al threats as well as geopolitical factors.
Against that backdrop, the industry has to redraw its growth path carefully, while
keeping Alas an integral part of the journey.

TCS, whichisthe largestsoftware firmin the countryand whichlaid off2 percent
of itsstafflast year while on road to be an Al-first company, is looking at Al as the big-
gestgrowth opportunityinits history, asthe company’s chairman stated. But, inthat
process, employees of IT companies and tens of thousands of engineering students
waiting to join the workforce should not get short shrift. For that, industry captains,
academia and the political leadership must have a plan that goes beyond optics.

According to arecent Boston Consulting Group (BSG) report, over the next two
to three years, 50-55 per cent of the jobs in the United States will be reshaped by AL
‘While many employees will retain the same or asimilar role, they may face “radically
new expectations for how they work and what they produce”. The report added that
company leaders would require a vision of how the transformation was managed,

and a different plclure emerges — one of vigorous
growth, profit demand. The
contrast, noted in a piece I wrote in late February this
year (“Smallcaps: A silver lining™), has not only per-
sisted but has also become more pronounced. In the
March quarter of 2025-26 (Q4FY26), the operating
profits of the Nifty 50 firms rose by just 4.1 per cent
year-on-year (Y-0-Y), and net profits increased a
meagre 4.5 per cent. It was the eighth consecutive
quarter of single-digit earnings growth.
By contrast, companies in the broader
Nifty 500 index delivered operating-
profit growth of 9.2 per cent, while their
adjusted net profits jumped 16 per cent.
‘What makes this divergence more strik-
ing is that both groups recorded sales
growth of roughly 11-12 per cent; but the
smaller firms were better able to protect
margins and absorb rising costs, defying
the conventional wisdom that scale

operating in sectors wnth powerful and long lasting
growthdrivers; capital

vice providers. Globally, investment in data centres is
expected t d $180 billion in 2026. The benefits

goods, defence and power infrastructure are among.
the mostimportant.

Power: India’s projected peak electricity demand
is expected to approach 460 glgawatts (Gw) by 2032.
Meetingthat will vastinvest-
ment in transmission infrastructure, including more
than 120,000 cnrcuxt )ulometres of new lines, addi-
tional | gridupgrade from220
kilovolt (kv) to 400 kV and 765 kV networks. The the-
oretical requirement runs into several trillion rupees.
Not all of that investment will material-
ise; inefficiency and delays are unavoid-
able. Yet even a fraction of the planned
expenditure represents an enormous
opportunity fortl

accrue mainly to suppliers of various gear, power
equipment, cooling systems, cabling and other sup-
porting infrastructure. Here again, most of the bene-
ficiaries are small firms.
(capital goods,

ment capital defence i
risingdemand for precision tools, factory automation
and export opportunities have combined to create a
sustained expansion cycle. Many firms expect double-
digit growth for years. Several already possess order
books stretching three years into the future. Most
remain well below the radar of big institutional inves-
tors, especially the foreign ones.

Services: For decades, listed services companies
But

Govern-

that manufacture transformers, switch-
gear, circuit breakers, insulators, voltage
regulators, capacitors, protective relays,
cables and smart meters.

i vices: This con-

rising incomes, urbanisation and the aspirations of a
wealthier middle class have given rise to a growing
array of listed service businesses comprising finance
(wealth asset;

health

stitutes another powerful source of

confers resilience. IRRATIONAL  growth. India's contract development

Thedominance of India’s largest com- CHOICE and manufacturing  organisations
panies too is gradually eroding. Their (CDMOs) and contract research and
share of the profits of all listed firms has  DEBASHIS BASU ing isation: (CRMOs)

care (diagnostics, hospitals); and retailing (app
delivery, retail chains, online stores). Every year
dozens of new service businesses are entering the
listed space, with amajority of them small companies
outside the indices.

fallen steadily, from 518 per cent in
Q4FY25 to 49.8 per cent in Q3FY26 and
47.1percentin Q4FY26 Asin prevtous quarten the
mosteye- perfor
firms. Their 17.5percent,
profit increased by more than 22 per cent. Even these
figures probably understate the segment’s strength.
‘Many ofthe fastest-growing and highest-quality small
firms remain outside the benchmark indices that
mvestors follow The persistence of such strong per-
isingbecause the broader
Nettax: fellby6.3

1fromlow-cost

strategic partners for global drug com-
panies. Estimates place the size of the Indian CDMO
market at $19 billion-23 billion, with growth rates of
around 12 per centannually — potentially sustainable
formany years. Indian facilities can often be commis-
sioned far more quickly than their Western counter-
partsand operateat coststhat are 70-80 per cent lower.
Indiaalsohasthe largest numberof United States (US)
Food and Drug Administration-compliant manufac-
tunng plants outside the US. This is not an industry
by pharmaceuncal giants; itisa knowl-

per cent last month, largely because of softer goods
and services tax (GST) receipts. Yet, many smaller
companies continue to flourish.

The explanation lies in a shift that receives little
attention outside the community of analysts and

India’s remain formi-
dable. The fiscal position is under pressure. In April,
subsidies rose by 52 per cent, driven by higher food and
fertiliser support. Interest payments increased by 18
per cent, while other expenditure surged by 27 per
cent. Such pressures will undoubtedly affect some
businesses, pamcularly Lhose dependent ongovern-
ment y public But
despite two major external shocks, punitive trade tar-
iffsimposed by the US last year and the continued clo-
sure of the Strait of Hormuz, demand is robust and
order pipelines intact. The remarkable rise of small-

edge-i inwhich smaller,

caps, reflects the of a broad set

ften possess a compet

Data centres: Demand for digital infrastructure
continues to surge, and the sector is expected to
expand by around 30 per cent this year. The Union

of iali i operating in industries
where the sectoral tailwinds remain considerably
stronger than the macroeconomic headwinds.

including a scaled, strategic approach to upskilling and reskilling their workforce, keen-eyed investors. India today an BudgetforFy2; theproposition by offering  The writer i of www. inanda
aswell as restructuring career pathways. That seems to be agood starting point. i flisted small ies ataxholiday until 2047 for eligible foreign cloud ser-  trustee of the i life
9 . much as the dual fcom- v that reshaped publiclife. Inonetellingepisode, the 17-year-old than the forces challenging them.
Iran S man reVO utlons petingvisions. “A revolution that was By the2000s, Karroubi wassitting in acrivis! Hila Sedighi spends weeks plan- Torbati and Sharafedin are especially
launched with egalitarian ideals and Parliament warning against the expan: ninga poetry night for an audience of 500 good at conjuring the fear and |sponta-
immense hopes,” Torbati and Sharafe- ding power of the security state. When the people, only to have itabruptly 1 neity that ac
BOOK and the veteran Iran correspondent din write, “has resulted ina mafia state.” Green Movementeruptedin by local authorities. Refusing that private tmsmmon has suddenly
REVIEW Bozorgmehr Sharafedin trace in Stolen ‘The authors render the early years of 2009 inresponse tothe dis- STOLEN toabandon the event, theteen- become collective action. To elucidate
Revolution. The result is one of the most the revolutionary movement through puted re-election of the hard REYOLUTION ager navigates layers of the Women, Life, Freedom movement
perceptive books on modern Iran in thelife of one participant, the Islamic right populist president a bureaucracy until anervous thatbegan in 2022, they describe the
years, capturing not only the machinery scholar Mehdi Karroubi. For decades, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, he cultural official quledyslg;ns a Kurdlsh Tranian activist Rozhin Yousef-
of repression but the fragile forms of Karroubi helped distribute Khomeini’s became oneoftheregime’s letterof i warning walks through Tehran
hope that survive beneath it. speeches across Iran. Hounded and most outspoken internal critics. her, “Tmlighting this fire both unveiled. She fully expects arrest at any
The revolution of 1979 that gave rise to repeatedly arrested by the Shah’s secret If the first half of Stolen foryouand forme.” moment, only to find strangers quietly
REZA ASLAN today’s Islanuc Repubhc theauthors police, he spent much of the 1960s and Revolution traces the consoli- Torbati and Sharafedinalso ~ emboldened by the sight of her.
argue, was the tension: 1970s sleepi: ide dissident left- dation of power, the second vmd.ly evoke the mixture of Read inthe midst of the watr, thebook’s
Before the bombs began falling on Iran that intensified in the wake of the CIA- istsand his fellow clericson prison floors.  turnstothe persistence of andimprovisation  titl ona Ina
earlier this year, the war was sold by its backed coup restoring the Shah to power Karroubi’s helped construct institu- resistance, Here the book that defined the GreenMove- coun(ry forged th:ough struggle against
advocates as a possible catalyst for afterabriefexile in the 1950s. It was ani- tions that would support Khomeini’s becomes especially aliveinits  STOLEN REVOLUTION: materials fores SSUr outside

regime change — a final blow against a
government already weakened by years
ofeconomic crisis and political unrest.
Tomany outside observexs theIslamic

mated by competing promises of justice,
freedomand moral order, aswell asa
fight against foreign domination that
extended back to the Constitutional Rev-

Republi ol-
lapse. Yetthe coordinated bombing
campaign by the United States and Israel
has only strengthened the most hard-
line elements of the Iranian state.

Those of us who have spent years
studying modern Iran understood that
this was always the more likely outcome.
Itisarecurring pattern that the New
York Times journalist Yeganeh Torbati

lution of the early 1900s. The coalition
that finally toppled the Shah for good
included clerics, leftists, students, nation-
alists and secular intellectuals, many
united less by ashared idea of the future
than by ashared rejection of the present.
As power narrowed into the hands of

government. He defended the revol-
ution even as it narrowed politically and
morally, enforcing a conservative dress
codeand banning Western music.

But theregime eventually became
something far harsher, resorting tomass
executionand
The brutal Iran-Iraqg War of the 1980s

portrait of younger Iranians

Betrayal and Hope in

passed phone to phone by
insubwaystati

does not loosen the system. And yet

thatt ion. Bol-
stered on bothsidesby US arms, the eight-
year oonﬂlcl empowered the paramlhxary
heIslamic

aclerical elite around Ay Ruhol-
lah Khomeini, what followed was not the
triumph of one coherent ideology so

(Guard Corps and normalised a politics of
sacrifice, surveillance and permanent

of activistsand dissidents is not merely
memory but political capacity: the ability
togather, toorganise, toimagine other-
wise. Therevolution, in that sense, never
fully ends. Like the forces it opposes, it
recedes, hardens and returns.

whoexperiencedtherevol- ~ Modernlran a  Stolen
utionnotasalived memory by Yeganeh Torbati h hail ing for pair. What
butasa political inheritance. g;‘\gls?ez‘%rngmehr dozens of miles through
Theauthorsdetailthere-  p ypcpog by Tehran, young organisers con-
emergence of civil society at Doubleday vinced that sheer turnout
the turn of the 21stcentury, 484pages  $35 could overwhelm whatever
during the f fraud the state attempted.
Khatami. News- Mﬂhons poured intothe
papers flourished. Student Stre reater

youth groups and literary circles prolif-
erated, creating spaces in which demo-
cratic practice became part of daily life
rather than abstract political theory.

accountability. And once again, the state
endured — not because dissent disap-
peared, but because the institutions
built to contain dissent proved stronger

The reviewer is the author of An Ameri-
canMartyrin Persia: The Epic Lifeand
Tragic Death of Howard Baskerville
©2026 The New York Times News Service
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Beyond faith

SIT set up to probe charges of siphoning off funds
from Ayodhya Ram Mandir trust

he Uttar Pradesh government's decision to consti-
I tute a Special Investigation Team (SIT) to probe alle-
gations of financial irregularities in the manage-
ment of donations received by the Ayodhya Ram Mandir
trust is both significant and necessary. The issue tran-
scends politics, religion and ideology:. It goes to the heart of
public trust, institutional accountability and the moral
authority of one of India's most revered religious institu-
tions. The controversy erupted after the SP chief Akhilesh
Yadav raised allegations of misappropriation of funds and
questioned the transparency of the trust's financial deal-
ings. The trust has categorically denied any wrongdoing,
insisting that all accounts are properly maintained and
audited. Yet, the government's decision to order an investi-
gation suggests that the matter cannot be brushed aside
through denials alone.

The famous maxim that ‘Caesar’s wife must be above
suspicion’ is particularly relevant here. Institutions that
command extraordinary public faith must meet standards
higher than those applicable to ordinary bodies. The
Ayodhya Ram Mandir is not merely a temple, it is a
national symbol that embodies decades of legal battles,
political mobilisation and the religious aspirations of mil-
lions. Every rupee donated to the temple is an act of faith.
Any cloud, however small, over the management of those
funds can erode public confidence. The SIT probe should
therefore not be viewed as an indictment of the trust.
Rather; it should be seen as an opportunity to establish the
truth conclusively. If the allegations are unfounded, a
transparent investigation will strengthen the credibility of
the trust and silence critics. If lapses are found, measures
can be instituted before greater damage is done. In either
case, transparency serves public interest.

Equally important is the need to keep partisan politics
at bay Allegations and counter-allegations have become
routine features of India's political landscape. However,
institutions of faith cannot be reduced to battlegrounds for
electoral point-scoring. The investigation must be profes-
sional, time-bound and free from political influence. Its
findings should be placed in the public domain. The Ram
Mandir project has often been described as a civilisational
milestone. Such institutions derive their strength not
merely from devotion but from integrity The faithful
deserve complete clarity regarding how donations are col-
lected, managed and spent. Accountability is not a burden
imposed upon sacred institutions. It is the very foundation
upon which their moral legitimacy rests. Faith flourishes
where transparency prevails. The SIT inquiry offers an
opportunity to ensure that both remain inseparable.

Settebello crisis

Decoding India’s response to
the killing of its sailors

The tragic deaths in the Gulf of Oman earlier this
month of three Indian seafarers -- Aditya Sharma,
Shivanand Chaurasia and Patanala Suresh - have
ignited a fierce debate in India on maritime safety and the
government's foreign policy constraints. The sailors died
following a US military strike on the Liberia-flagged mer-
chant vessel MT Settebello, part of a series of actions
aimed at enforcing a blockade on Iran-linked shipping. The
incident has highlighted the extreme vulnerability of
Indian crew members navigating volatile West Asian
waters.

India formally reacted by summoning the US charge d'
affaires in Delhi to convey "deep concern” over the use of
lethal force against a civilian ship. Union ports, shipping
and waterways minister Sarbananda Sonowal expressed
concern and ordered immediate repatriation efforts for the
remaining 21 crew members. The government described
the incidents as "unacceptable” and pledged to uphold the
security of Indian nationals. But the wording of its
response, marked by a lack of direct condemnation of the
perpetrators, was aimed at not annoying the US. But this
diplomatic tiptoeing around the US was noted with
Congress MP Shashi Tharoor sharply criticising the US
government for its lack of empathy, focussing on the
absence of official condolences following the attack.
Terming the US action "deeply shocking” and "insensi-
tive", he urged the Indian government to ensure that
Indian sailors are not treated as mere "collateral damage"
in geopolitical conflicts. Similarly, strategic affairs com-
mentator Sushant Singh criticised the initial hesitation to
directly identify the US military as the actor, arguing that
India’s muted response indicated a prioritisation of diplo-
matic convenience over national security and the lives of
its mariners.

The external affairs minister S Jaishankar, on his part,
maintained a pragmatic stance, engaging directly with the
US secretary of state Marco Rubio. Responding to intense
domestic pressure to condemn the action, Jaishankar’s
approach has pushed for accountability while managing
the broader, critical relationship with the US. The incident
has highlighted the difficult tightrope the Indian govern-
ment walks, balancing its role as a leading supplier of glo-
bal maritime personnel with its need to maintain strategic
alliances in a region increasingly caught in the crossfire of
major power conflicts. It has also revived memories of
times when India could take a tougher stand vis-a-vis the
US. In 1971, during the liberation of Bangladesh, which
New Delhi was backing, the Nixon administration, in sup-
port of Pakistan, sent its Seventh Fleet, into the Bay of
Bengal, to intimidate India. But Indira Gandhi, who was
Prime Minister then, refused to bow to pressure, taking the
military campaign to its logical conclusion, relying on a
friendship treaty with the then Soviet Union, which sent
its own ships to track the American fleet.

Read more on www.epaperdokmat.com/lokmattimes
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Record over leadership vacuum

Does the Opposition have an effective organisation to take on the BJP and the RSS?

Dr Vijay Darda

ndian politics never ceases to

fascinate. Last week, two sig-

nificant developments

unfolded simultaneously. On
the one hand, Narendra Modi set a
new record by becoming the lon-
gest-serving elected Prime
Minister in India's history.
Congratulations to Modi ji! On the
other hand, I found myself waiting
to congratulate Rahul Gandhi as
well, expecting that the 25 consti-
tuent parties of the Indian
National Developmental Inclusive
Alliance, better known as the
INDIA bloc, would formally
entrust him with the leadership of
the opposition alliance. That, how-
ever, did not happen!

Critics of Modi are quick to
point out that Pandit Jawaharlal
Nehru spent more years in office
as Prime Minister. Their calcula-
tion includes the period from 1947
to 1952. Yet India did not hold a
general election in 1947. Pandit
Nehru assumed office as the head
of the newly independent nation
and was formally elected Prime
Minister by the members of
Parliament only after the country’s
first general election in 1952. The
distinction drawn by Modi sup-
porters, therefore, concerns the
longest-serving elected Prime
Minister. From their perspective,
the Opposition’s objections
amount to nothing more than
political lamentation. Of course,
such debates are part and parcel of
politics. Every camp has its own
arithmetic, its own interpretation
of history and its own preferred
narrative. Ultimately, however, the
electorate does its own calculation
when it casts its vote. That is why
this controversy appears largely
academic. Narendra Modi's politi-
cal appeal remains intact and that
is the central reality. People con-
tinue to support him. Much of the
world continues to engage with
him. The Opposition may
repeatedly highlight soaring
prices, concerns over fuel costs,
agrarian distress, allegations of
American economic pressures on
Indian agriculture, and numerous
domestic and international chal-
lenges. The controversy surround-
ing NEET has generated its own
political storm. Cockroaches gen-
erated some curiosity too. Yet the
broader picture remains
unchanged: Confidence in
Narendra Modi continues to
endure both within India and
beyond its borders. Political eriti-
cism alone, however loud, does not
necessarily translate into political
change. Few would dispute that
leaders across the world have
bestowed upon Modi more than 30
international awards and high
civilian honours. Seven Muslim-

As long as confidence in Narendra Modi remains strong both at home and
abroad, mere rhetoric is unlikely to alter the political landscape.

majority nations -

Saudi Arabia,
the United Arab Emirates,
Bahrain, Palestine, Afghanistan,
Egypt and the Maldives -- have con-
ferred their highest civilian
awards upon him. This recognition
underscores his international pro-
file and influence. The same politi-
cal momentum is reflected domes-
tically. If the Bharatiya Janata
Party has managed to make signifi-
cant inroads even in regions long
dominated by formidable leaders
such as Mamata Banerjee in West
Bengal, it is, in large measure, a
testament to Modi’s political
appeal. Notably, he also has a
skilled 'sarathi' like Amit Shah by
his side.

To challenge a leader of such
stature, the Opposition must first
accomplish a far more basic task:
The 25 parties in the alliance must
agree on a leader of their own. It
has been three years since the
formation of the Indian National
Developmental Inclusive Alliance
(INDIA). Before and after the 2024
Lok Sabha elections, the alliance
held only brief consultations.
Throughout 2025, no significant
meeting took place. It is worth
reflecting on the fact that even
after three years, the alliance has
yet to decide who should hold the
steering wheel. Regional parties
within the coalition would do well
to recognise a simple political real-
ity: Among all the alliance
partners, only the Congress has a
nationwide organisational pres-
ence. By that logic, Rahul Gandhi
is the most natural candidate to
lead the alliance. Had the coalition
formally entrusted him with the
responsibility, crowned him and
handed him the mandate, he could
at least have begun the work of
building a coherent opposition
strategy. Alternatively, there is
Priyanka Gandhi. But without a
clearly designated leader, how can
any political combine move for-
ward? In the absence of direction,
the alliance risks doing little more
than criticising Narendra Modi
while remaining unable to offer a
credible alternative. Endless rhet-

oric may generate headlines, but it
does not build political momen-
tum. Yet this is the predicament
the Opposition finds itself in.
Every leader wishes to lead; failing
that, many seem content to pull
down those who aspire to do so.
What appears to be missing is a
broader appreciation of a funda-
mental democratic truth: A strong
democracy requires not only a
strong government but also a
strong and effective opposition.

Celebrating new, neglecting old

Whenever I hear the railways min-
ister Ashwini Vaishnaw enumer-
ate the achievements of Indian
Railways, I find myself experienc-
ing two very different emotions
simultaneously. On the one hand,
the expansion and modernisation
of the railway network, along with
the introduction of Vande Bharat
trains on new routes, inspire a
genuine sense of pride. The sight
of rail connectivity reaching the
rugged and remote landscapes of
Kashmir is a remarkable achiev-
ement and a testament to India's
infrastructural ambitions. Yet
these accomplishments also raise
an uncomfortable question: Why
does enthusiasm for the new so
often come at the expense of long-
pending projects? Take the
Wardha-Yavatmal-Nanded railway

hundreds of thou-
sands. On the
basis of these
inflated figures,
questionable cir-
culation certifi-
cates are

ScanQReodeto | FePoOrtedly
readDrvijay | Obtained from the
Darda's previous | Registrar of
articles Newspapers for
India (RNI),

enabling  these

publications to corner government
advertising revenue. In effect, tax-
payers' money finds its way into
private pockets through a system
built on misrepresentation.
Several complaints have
reportedly been submitted to the
Central Bureau of Investigation.
Letters have also been sent to the
offices of the Prime Minister and
the home minister. Yet, remark-
ably, there appears to have been
little visible action. The result is
predictable. The cockroaches
engaged in such practices have
grown increasingly emboldened.
Far from exercising caution, they
continue to operate with apparent
impunity. Since newsprint is
imported from abroad, the matter
potentially touches upon issues
governed by both the Foreign
Exchange Regulation Act and the
Foreign Exchange Management
Act. This naturally raises a troub-
ling question: Who is protecting
those involved, and why? When 1
posed this question to a govern-
ment official, the response I
received was surprising. “Why
complain about your competi-
tors?” he asked. My answer was
simple: "Precisely because they are
competitors, T am familiar with
what is happening. If those with
firsthand knowledge do not raise
concerns, who will?" Governments
routinely crack down on cor-
ruption involving ordinary indi-
viduals and small-scale operators.
Why, then, does the same resolve
appear absent when it comes to
alleged wrongdoing within sec-
tions of the newspaper industry?
Journalism is not merely a busi-
ness, it is a public trust.

line. Following sustained efforts on
my part, the project received
approval in the financial year 2008-
09. Yet, even today, the 284-kilo-
metre railway line remains incom-
plete. Is Ashwini Vaishnaw aware
of this?

Cockroaches, termites feeding on
sanctity of newspaper industry

These days, the word cockroach
seems fo be everywhere in the
national conversation. But let me
tell you a different story -- one
involving the cockroaches that, in
my view, have infested
Maharashtra’s newspaper indus-
try. There are publications that
struggle to sell even 5,000 or 10,000
copies, yet they allegedly report
circulations running into

papers occupy a vital place in
a democratic society and have long
been regarded as a profession of
exceptional responsibility and
integrity. If that institution is
being hollowed out either by cock-
roaches feeding upon it from
within or by termites slowly eating
away at its foundations, it is not
merely an industry problem. It is a
stain on the credibility of journal-
ism itself. And stains of this
nature cannot be allowed to
remain. They must be removed.
The question is whether the gov-
ernment is prepared to take notice.

The author is the chairman,
Editorial Board of

Lokmat Media and former
member of Rajya Sabha.
vijaydarda@lokmat.com

Lucknow now jewel for Bhojpuri filmmakers

Prof Chander Mahadev

s hundreds of curious
onlookers gathered around
a bustling film set in
ucknow recently, Bhojpuri
superstar Dinesh Lal Yadav 'Nirahua'
waved to the fans before stepping in
front of the camera for yet another
scene in his upcoming film. For local
residents, the sight was hardly
unusual. Film shoots have become a
common occurrence across the city -
- from the heritage precincts of Bara
Imambara and Rumi Darwaza to the
modern avenues of Gomti Nagar
What was once an occasional event
has now become part of Lucknow's
cultural landscape, reflecting a
remarkable transformation that has
unfolded over the past decade.

For decades, Mumbai was the
undisputed dream destination for
aspiring actors, writers and film-
makers from North India. Today,
however, a quiet cinematic revol-
ution is unfolding much closer to
home. Lucknow, Prayagraj and other
cities of Uttar Pradesh have emerged
as thriving hubs for both main-
stream cinema and regional film-
making, reshaping the entertain-
ment landscape of North India.

The transformation has been par-
ticularly dramatic over the last 10
years. What was once considered a

peripheral market has evolved into a
vibrant ecosystem attracting actors,
directors, scriptwriters, technicians
and producers. The growth has been
fuelled by a combination of govern-
ment support, improved infrastruc-
ture, easier access to shooting loca-
tions and the explosive popularity of
Bhojpuri content on television and
digital platforms.

The Uttar Pradesh government's
film policy has played a pivotal role
in this transformation. Generous
subsidies, streamlined permissions
and incentives for filmmakers choos-
ing Uttar Pradesh as a shooting desti-
nation have encouraged producers to
look beyond Mumbai's studios.
Historical monuments, bustling mar-
kets, colonial-era buildings, riverside
ghats and picturesque villages offer
filmmakers a diverse visual palette
without the logistical challenges
associated with metropolitan loca-
tions. The government of the day
clearly states that they provide “cash
incentive up to Rs 2 crore, electricity
subsidy and tax subsidy to promote
Hindi, Bhojpuri, Awadhi and Braj
language films shot in the state.”

This is why Lucknow has
emerged as the crown jewel of this
new filmmaking ecosystem. The
city's blend of old-world charm and
modern urbanity makes it an attract-
ive backdrop for films and web
series. From the imposing architec-
ture of the Vidhan Sabha to the time-
less grandeur of Bara Imambara and
the bustling lanes of Hazratganj, the

city offers countless cinematic possi-
bilities.

A striking example of Lucknow's
rise is the growing number of
Bhojpuri films and music videos
being shot in and around the city.
Production houses that once relied
exclusively on Mumbai now main-
tain permanent teams in Lucknow.
Local writers, actors and technicians
are finding opportunities that were
unimaginable a decade back. The
city has become a launching pad for
young talent from eastern Uttar
Pradesh and neighbouring Bihar,
reducing their dependence on the
financial and social challenges of
relocating to Mumbai.

Prayagraj, too, has emerged as a
significant player in this cinematic
renaissance. Its unique cultural
identity, historic institutions and
iconic Sangam provide filmmakers
with compelling storytelling set-
tings. The city has increasingly
become a preferred destination for
films rooted in rural and small-town
India. Several directors now scout

locations in Prayagraj before con-
sidering larger metropolitan centres.

The rise of digital platforms has
further accelerated this growth.
Bhojpuri content today reaches audi-
ences not only in Uttar Pradesh and
Bihar but also among the vast Indian
diaspora in  Mauritius,  Fiji,
Suriname, Nepal and the Gulf
nations. This global audience has
created demand for better produc-
tion values and fresh storytelling,
encouraging investment in local tal-
ent and infrastructure.

Challenges remain. The industry
must continue to improve technical
standards, diversify content and
move beyond formula-driven nar-
ratives. Training institutions, film
schools and modern studio facilities
are essential if Uttar Pradesh wishes
to compete with established film-
making centres.

Nevertheless, the change is
undeniable. A decade back, Lucknow
was primarily known for its culture,
cuisine and history. Today, it is
increasingly being recognised as a
city where scripts are written, cam-
eras roll and cinematic dreams take
shape. As the cry of "Action!" echoes
across Lucknow's historic streets
and modern boulevards, the city is
proving that India's next great film
story may well be unfolding far from
the studios of Mumbai.

The author is a former
professor of journalism.
Views expressed are personal.
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EDITORIALS

The naysayers have had their say.
Concern over a bold tower, char-
acterizable as brooding. Worries
about neighborhood gentrificati

This leads us to our next point:
This will be a major new tour-
ist attraction for Chicago, not
unlike Millennium Park, a massive

implying a new tourist destina-
tion s all downside. The amplify-
ing of complaining subcontractors,
always easy to find. And an absurd
prejudgment that amuseum cele-
brating a presidency could not
coexist with an institution also
focused on offering art, basketball
and a plethora of gathering spaces
to a community that has suffered
from disinvestment for decades.

Even without the political
baggage — all presidential libraries,
now centers, are of most interest
to those who believed in and miss
the celebrant — a project as massive
as the Obama Presidential Center
(OPC), set to officially open Friday
in the Chicago neighborhood of
‘Woodlawn, would attract a vari-
ety of opinions. We’ve consumed
many of them. You've likely done
the same.

Bold architecture is supposed to
spark debate and there canbe no
question that the OPC struggles to
reconcile its desire for Apollonian,
granite-clad gravitas, as befits the
presidency of the United States,
‘with grills, jump-shots and sled-
ding hills. Inevitably so, in our view.
The same baked-in contradiction
canbe found in the honoree. Maybe
inall presidentsin their different
ways.

Buthere at Barack Obama’s
hometown newspaper, where a
historic and unexpected endorse-
ment put wind in his sails on his
way to the White House, we’re
focusing on different things in this,
our main editorial judgment on this
new entity in our city.

Our starting place is anumber:
$850 million.

That’s the amount of private
investment being made through
this center in Chicago’s South Side,
which has suffered from neglect for
100 years or more. Valerie Jarrett,
the head of the Obama Founda-
tion and thus this entire opera-
tion, asked us atan editorial board
meeting held at the centeron
Monday whether we could think
ofacomparable private investment
in somethinglocated south of the
South Loop.

‘We could not. Can you?

The OPC’s admission fees and
rentals won't cover the projected
annual running cost of $75 million,
John Roberson, the center’s exec-
utive vice president told us. That
means there will need to be contin-
ued private investment in this same
community. We don’t doubt it will
oceur.

success, but drawing peopletoa
part of the city they likely would
not have otherwise visited.

A cityis not an amusement park,
butitmust learn from the likes of
Disney or Universal that people
always need reasons to return.

‘When there is anew marquee
attraction, it sparks fresh visits and
that means more business for exist-
ing destinations, not to mention
hotels, restaurants and retail opera-
tions throughout the city.

‘We’ve written innumerable
editorials lamenting what Chicago
has turned down or lost: World
Cup matches, a Bears stadium in
city limits (or so it appears), the
Lucas Museum of Narrative Art.
‘We're still mad about that last
named entity, slated to open in Los
Angeles in September, even though
the globally famous George Lucas
and Mellody Hobson wanted their
populist attraction here and were
willing to fund it entirely them-
selves.

Lucas did not prove tobe a
skilled ring-kisser. The shrewd,
long-serving Obama hands Jarrett
and Tina Tchen coached this
project through all the minefields
Chicago inevitably put in its way.
They executed at the highest level.
No mean feat.

Their efforts will pay off for some
valued Chicago institutions in ways
stillunderappreciated.

Take, for example, the Univer-
sity of Chicago, which not only will
enjoy the prestige of the center but
now has something new to show off
to prospective students and their
parents, often deciding between
the U. of C. and the Ivy League.
Vistas from the Obama tower now
showcase the Hyde Park campus
inall of its collegiate Gothic glory.
Recruits will be knocked out. And
University of Chicago institutions
like the Institute of Politics will
have anew TV-friendly, state-of-
the-art venue for talks and debates,
far superior to that at the Kennedy
School of Government at Harvard.

Take for another example the
Griffin Museum of Science and
Industry (GMSI), the grand south
side of which can now be viewed
spectacularly from the top floor of
the OPC, rendering it almost like a
shadow White House staring down
on the newcomer on the block.
Thanks to the newly beautified
‘Women’s Garden, a callback to the
1893 World’s Columbian Exposi-
tion, Jarrett’s argument to us that
there will now effectively be two

SCOTT STANTIS/FOR THE CHICAGO TRIBUNE

Why Chicagoans should welcome, and
care for, the Obama Presidential Center

museum campuses in Chicago, one
downtown and one on the South
Side, strikes us as accurate. New
express bus service, Roberson
noted, will serve both the GMST
and the OPC from the Loop. What
an educational day that will be for
many families.

Unsurprisingly, the Obama
Presidential Center trumpets the
achievements of President Barack
Obama and does not focus on what
he did not get done, nor, indeed,
what got rolled back by subse-
quent administrations, which isa
great deal. That said, we admire
the efforts made at the museum to
avoid abject hagiography by focus-
ing on the viewer, especially the
future life of the young visitor inter-
ested both in American democracy
and in public service. Those who
lived through the Obama era will
findlittle to be surprising here; to
our minds, the museum is most
useful for the young.

This s, after all, a presidential
center, nota library, a decision
made in light of Obamabeing the
first president of a truly digital
age. The documentsa researcher
might crave are online or, ifa
scholar really wants to hold the
hard copies, in Maryland under
the care of the National Archives. A
cynic might say this development
makes the OPC aredundancy or
merely a partisan theme park. But
we see plenty of value in what is
being presented here. Digitization
too often brings the devaluation
of place and time. A presidency
should remain tactile.

Jarrett told us without ambiv-
alence that the OPC intends to
be welcoming to Republicans
and to those who disagreed, and
continue to disagree, with Obama’s
point of view. Tchen said the same
of the programs she will over-
see. Jarrett, Tchen and Execu-
tive Vice President Robbin Cohen
also said that they do not see this
place as somewhere that will take
stands on “issues of the day,” as
Jarrett putit. This may prove a lot
harder than they now think, but it
reflects Obama’s relative centrism,
by today’s standards, within the
Democratic Party and it is the right
way to go.

Some of our enthusiasm for the
center flows from our Chicago
partisanship, to which we freely
confess.

Obama put Chicago at the center
of the national conversation; he
began his political career here and
ended it here with his goodbye
speech at McCormick Place, which
some of us attended. His first tran-
sition into office was managed from

the Loop. We've been disappointed
tosee so little of him, frankly, even
in the run-up to the opening of

this center. But in a city that has

to compete nationally with New
York, Washington and Los Ange-
les for young talent, that advance
from being merely a regional capi-
tal meant something here. Chicago
has felt that loss of prestige since
then. And while this museum won't
returnall of that to us, it still isa
step in the right direction. Itis a far
more meaningful post-presidency
achievement than another Netflix
documentary.

Chicago now also has another
world-class contemporary art
museum, replete with large-scale
pieces, some of which will be
temporary installations and sculp-
tures. Some will come here to seea
replica of the Oval Office or watch
the ample video footage or see the
firstlady’s dresses; many Chica-
goans will leave talking about the
extraordinary quality and scale of
the art. Meanwhile, many in the
neighborhood will see thisasa
beautiful place to take a contem-
plative stroll or sit and read a book
inthe sun or sled in the snow. Ona
prior visit, we spoke to a family that
had spent an entire day there, kids
happily playing in the park.

We're hardly strangers to tall
buildings in Chicago. But there
simply is no other place on the
South Side where the public can
ascend and see the city from the
southern point of view, adding to
visitors’ awareness of the city’s
geography as the omnipresent lake
shimmers in alesser-photographed
spot. And perhaps more remark-
ably, the aerial view of the South
Side’s proud neighborhoods is a
revelation, a public opportunity
afforded nowhere else in the city.

During our meeting, the OPC
executives said they were confident
Chicagoans would cherish and look
after this place; after all, once the
bigwigs exit at the weekend, the
fences will come down and anyone
and everyone will be able to visit
thelibrary and roam everywhere
except the ticketed museum. The
grounds will be open, seven daysa
week, from 6 in the morning to 9 at
night.

Time will tell, of course. But on
avisit with many others, we most
certainly saw people making an
effort to be their best selves, kind
to fellow attendees, especially of
different races, and elevated of
conversation. To some degree, all
grand city museums prod us to be
our better selves.

But this one is here and it is new
anditis grand and it is ours.

Quotes of
the Week

“You may not have
asoccer game in
Chicago, but I also
saved you from
getting the short
straw here.”

FORMER MAYOR
RAHM EMANUEL

“I heard this case
like last week
and I thought it
was a crock of
(expletive) then
and I still think it
is.”

BROADVIEW SIX
GRAND JUROR

“It was something
out of dreams. It’s
something that I
couldn’t have even
drawn up any
better myself. The
White Sox isn’t
Justus as players.
It’s the staff It’s
the fans. It’s the
city. It’s cool

to all celebrate

together.”

CHICAGO WHITE SOX
ROOKIE BRADEN
MONTGOMERY

“If you believe,
as I do, that

we can change
our politics,

and change our
country, then you
must also believe
that people can
change.”

MAINE DEMOCRATIC
U.S. SENATE CANDIDATE
GRAHAM PLATNER

“I'm really
disappointed that
this job could not
getdone. And it
wasn’t because
this was the first
ask — this was the
third ask. We've
gone through
three Mays, three
spring sessions,
and each time,

it was either
declined or not
brought up. This
time, Gov. Pritzker
was behind it,
Kam Buckner was
behind it, there
were a number of
people who were
behind it ... but we
Just couldn’t get

it done. ... The ask
here was nothing
heroic.”

ARLINGTON HEIGHTS
MAYORJIMTINAGLIA
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By Chevy Humphrey

single public park. The Griffin Museum

to each other and to the surrounding

The Griffin Museum of Science and Industry is visible from the top of the Obama Presidential Center onJune 3 as it prepares for opening in Chicago’s Jackson Park.
BRIAN CASSELLA/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

The Griffin MSI and Obama center are
creating a new chapter on the South Side

instituti

long with small

i

and Valerie Jarrett
SPECIAL TO THE TRIBUNE

We come to this moment from differ-
ent directions. But today we stand in
the same park, seeing the same thing:
Something extraordinary is happening
on Chicago’s South Side.

For almost 100 years, the Griffin
Museum of Science and Industry has
been a place where generations have
come together to learn, imagine and see
themselves as part of something bigger.

And on June 19, the Obama Presi-
dential Center joins in that tradition,
attracting new energy, new visitors and
new opportunities to the South Side.

As neighboring institutions that
share deep commitments to education,
public service and community impact,
the Griffin Museum of Science and
Industry and the Obama Presidential
Center are already working together
to ensure the best start possible for the
new museum. The museum will close
to the public on June 18 to help the
Obama Presidential Center prepare for
its grand opening. And then, on June
19 and beyond, we'll jointly welcome
thousands of visitors to this singular
place — a place that’s already full of
natural beauty and now will be even
more accessible.

Consider what is now available ina

of Science and Industry welcomed
1.5 million visitors last year, including
more than a quarter million students
on field trips. Nearly 9 in 10 of those
trips were completely free. For five
straight years, the Griffin Museum of
Science and Industry has been the No.
1field trip destination in Illinois. On
top of that, the Obama Presidential
Center will draw an estimated 600,000
museum visitors a year, with program-
mingin arts and culture, civies and
democracy, gardening and food, and
sports and well-being. Tt also includes
a Chicago Public Library branch, an
athletic center and public green space
—much ofit free.

Access is the word that unites us
—not as a mere brochure promise
but as design decisions. Both of our
institutions are also leading with free
admission days, creative spaces and
after-school programs that draw young
people from the neighborhoods that
ring this campus. New public tran-
sitroutes now run directly to both
institutions. And beginning next year,
the Griffin Museum of Science and
Industry will reopen its historic south
portico, the original entrance to what
was the 1893 World’s Columbian Expo-
sition Palace of Fine Arts. This evolu-
tion will create a direct, accessible
pathway that connects both campuses

neighborhood. Jackson Park itself, long
underused, is becoming what it was
always meant to be: a destination for
everyone.

Our two institutions standing side
by side, working together in tandem,

d by a beautiful
and united by our shared values, is
creating an opportunity for something
our South Side community has needed
for generations: investment. Infra-
structure. Inclusiveness. A genuine
civic, even national, anchor.

Understand, though, thisisnota
revitalization story. The South Side
does notneed to be discovered. The
people who live here have always
known what this place is worth. What
this moment represents is an expan-
sion of what is already great into some-
thing the entire city can claim.

But this bond of our respective insti-
tutions will complement whatalready
makes this stretch of land so special ina
city that already has so much — whether
it'snatural assets, like the Osaka Garden,
cherry blossoms, lagoon, Wooded Island
and Bobolink Meadow. Or South Side
institutions like The DuSable Black
History Museum and Education Center,
the National A. Philip Randolph Pull-
man Porter Museum, Frederick C. Robie
House or Washington Park.

‘We're proud to work with these

hood businesses to promote, build and
support their success. Together, we all
represent a strength and sense of civic
pride — creating spaces where a family
from anywhere in the world can come
to see a Chicago that is so much more
than just asoaring skyline.

It’s where a kid from South Shore or
Kenwood can stumble into a science
exhibit or lesson about democracy that
changes her sense of what’s possible,
where a visitor from anywhere in the
world comes to see Chicago as so much
more than just a soaring skyline.

‘Working side by side, the Griffin
Museum of Science and Industry and
the Obama Presidential Center are
building on the history, culture and
connectedness that have always made
the South Side so strong. Come see it
as summer arrives. Walk the park. The
view from the presidential center’s Sky
Room down to the lagoon, the expanse
from the museum’s south portico when
the cherry blossoms bloom — it’s going
tobe anew era in Chicago.

And in so many ways, we're just
getting started.

Chevy Humphrey is president and
CEO of Griffin Museum of Science
and Industry. Valerie Jarrett is
chief executive officer of the Obama
Foundation.

The public library at the Obama Presidential Center rises above it all

Laura Washington

The Obama Presidential
Center’s unrelenting market-
ing campaign and weekslong
soft opening have inspired
anavalanche of opinions and
emotions, For me, one feature
rises above all: the new Obama
Presidential Center branch of
the Chicago Public Library. The
5,000-square-foot space in the
center’s plaza is free and accessi-
bletoall.

Unlike its peers, the Obama
Presidential Center will not house
the thousands of artifacts and
documents that recorded his saga.

A National Archives and
Records Administration-run
research facility is not part of the
Obama center’s campus, WBEZ
Chicago reports. “So technically,
it’s not a library. All the material
will instead be stored remotely
but available to researchers
online”

Instead, the public library will
be the firsttobeinstalled ina
presidential center, with a general
collection 0f 16,000 books.

Books fed Obama’s life.

“When I'was young, Tused
tolove libraries, love reading;”
Obama told a group of students
during a 2015 visit to the Anacos-
tia Library in Washington, D.C.

CHICAGO PUBLIC LIBRARY

OBAMA
PRESIDENTIAL CENTER [i11

Abranch of the Chicago Public Library at the Obama Presidential Center

campus on June 3 in Chicago's Jackson Park. BRIAN CASSELLA/TRIBUNE

In his 30s, as he launched his
political career, Obama published
awell-received memoir. “Dreams
From My Father” told the story of
his search for meaning as a bira-
cial Black man in America.

Obama touted his favorite reads
throughout his presidency. Itis
said that a stack of books was a
mainstay on his bedside table in
the White House.

At the Obama public library, T
was greeted by gleaming wood
shelves and stacks of colorful
tomes, and shimmering light
streaming through its floor-to-
ceiling windows. On one wall is
a70-foot-long mural depicting
storytelling and community life

on Chicago’s South Side —“Read-
ing Circles/Weaving Dreams/
Seeding Futures” by artist Aliza
Nisenbaum.

The President’s Reading Room
offersup to another 3,000 books
personally selected by Obama and
his wife, Michelle. There are plans
to eventually scale up t012,000
books.

On one shelfssits an old-fash-
ioned, workingrecord player. On
another are LPs by musical artists
Prince and Stevie Wonder, Obama
favorites,

Inareading garden adjacent to
the library is “Book Bird,” one of
the final works of the late Rich-
ard Hunt, the internationally

acclaimed, Chicago-born sculptor.

It “will depict abird taking
flight from a book to illuminate
how reading and learning allows
readers to enter new places and
fly free)” according to the center’s
website.

Hunt’s mother, Etoria Inez
Henderson Hunt, was one of
Chicago’s first Black public librar-
ians.

The reading room is “probably
the most serene space in the entire
OPC complex,” Tribune architec-
ture critic Edward Keegan writes.
“It’s programmatically reminis-
cent of the Toni Morrison Reading
Room in Lorain, Ohio — a space
conceived by the writer shortly
after she became the first Black
‘woman to win the Nobel Prize in
1993”7

Serenity is a priceless gift. On
my visit, I paused to breathe in the
learning, history and the healing
power of words. I didn’t wantto
leave the place.

Iharked back to my childhood,
when every Saturday morning, my
mother would march me to the
Hall library branch in Bronzeville
on Chicago’s South Side.

‘Walk in with a high stack of
books, then walk out with a new
set of fresh, exciting choices. Go
home and read. And read.

In high school, I worked part
time as a page at the South Shore
branch, where the nerdy but wise
librarians taught me to catalogue
and cherish their beloved books.

Like me, the children and
families in the neighborhood

surrounding the Obama center
face social and economic inequi-
ties.

Atthis warm library, “they can”
— as Obama would exhort. They
can drink in the literature selected
by America’s first Black president.
Here, they canlearn that a Black
child can grow to a president —
and will again. They can turn
pages full of dreamy tales, intellect
and growth. Pages that teach us all
to imagine, learn, teach and build.
Books are an essential ladder to
the future,

Books represent truth, facts,
analysis, all values that should
be treasured and embraced but
are now under assault in some
quarters. We are in a time when
libraries, museum exhibits,
public media and more have been
banned, censored and defunded.

This library will be a gift to the
community, where we can seek
credibility and substance. A liter-
ary sanctuary.

After the Obamas and the
Bidens and the Bushes and the
Clintons and the Trumps have
faded away, books will remain.

Thatlittle library at the Obama
center and all it represents puta
powerful punctuation mark on all
that we need to know.

Laura Washington is a political
commentator and longtime
Chicago journalist. Her columns
appear in the Tribune each
Wednesday. Write to her at
LauraLauraWashington@gmail.
com.
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VOICE OF THE PEOPLE

Editor’s note: We asked you to share your
memories of former President Barack
Obama as the Obama Presidential Center
is set to open to the public on June 19.
Here is a selection of those letters. More
letters will appear in Wednesday’s
edition.

A conversation in coach

In 2006, 1 was on a flight home to
Chicago from Washington. I wound up
sitting in an aisle seat directly behind
then-U.S. Sen. Barack Obama. (We were
notin first class; we were toward the back
ofthe plane, in coach.)

Across the aisle from me was ayoung
woman who was Black. At some point
before takeoff, Obama turned around
and began talking to her. I didn’t want
to eavesdrop, soI caught just a tiny bit of
the conversation. It appeared thatshe
was a college student. Two things struck
me about this interaction. One was how

led and excited she seemed to be
about talking to the senator. She had
thislook on her face that said: “Can you
believe this is happening?” But the other
thing that struck me was how genu-
inely interested Obama appeared to be in
asking questions and hearing what she
had to say. There was such calm, quiet
sincerity on his part.

Thave noidea if he gave her advice or
just wanted to learn more about her. But I
feel he displayed genuine interestin her.
And T suspect she will remember that
conversation for along time.

‘When we landed and stood to deplane,
1 thanked the senator for not reclining his
seat. His response was along the lines of
“we tall guys have to stick together.”

Ithen told him to keep up the good
work, and that was that.

— Jerry Goldman, Chicago

Encounter at a grocery store

Way back in 2007, just before then-U.S.
Sen. Barack Obama announced his candi-
dacy for president, I was shopping at
Jewel in Barrington. T heard on the inter-
com that he was visiting the store on his
way to Barrington High School.

Abigfan, even then, I went search-
ing and found the senator all by himself
in the produce section. I told him that
Barrington was a tough neighborhood for
aDemocrat.

“That’s OK,” he said. “I’'m used to tough
neighborhoods.”

He saw my camera and said let’s take a
picture. A cherished moment for me!
— Mary Ann O’Rourke, Barrington

Engagement at Loop event

1In 2006, I attended an autographing
session in the Loop for then-U.S. Sen.
Barack Obama for his recently published
book “The Audacity of Hope” After brief
remarks, he patiently engaged alongline
of well-wishers and autograph seekers.
His casual and nonpatronizing engage-
ment with the crowd put everyone at
ease. You felt you were interacting witha
friendly neighbor, not a celebrity.

The young man seated next to me, a
teacher from Highland Park, whispered
tome: “T had to come; this guy is going to
be president some day” How right he was.
Itwas a classic lesson in how an import-
ant figure can speak and engage witha
crowd without talking down to them.

That is ahuge part of the Obama legacy.
— Jeffrey Nelson, Urbana

That pantsuit proved a keeper

After spending an awful day of media
training, where I'was told I have the fash-
ion sense of aslug, I fled the Diamond
Buildingat Randolph Street and Mich-
igan Avenue. I needed to gethome and
burn my suit that was described as

me look like a big grape. Notan
orchid. Not lavender. A big, purple grape.

‘When I walked out of the revolving
door that July afternoon in 2008, there
was no traffic and not a single person to be
seen. Weird.

Istarted to head for the Green Line
train when three black SUVs pulled up on
Randolph in front of the Cultural Center.
1 found thatintriguing. I was still the only
person anywhere, so I stopped near the
curb and just stood there. I figured some-
one important must be arriving, and since
no one was telling me to move, I contin-
ued tojust hangout.

The Cultural Center doors opened, and
outwalked Barack Obama smiling and
looking right and left. There was nothing
to see. No people. For amoment, he looked
alittle perplexed. Then he spotted the sole
person standing out there in her wrinkled
grape pantsuit. His huge smile returned, he
waved and said, “Hey! Hi ya!” Since Tknew
he had to be talking to me, I waved back
and returned the greetin;

Hesstarted for his car but decided to
walk around the back of it to open the car
door on the street side. His men in black
were banging into each other trying to get
there first, but he stopped and asked me
how I was doing. I said fine and shouted,
“Iread your book!” He cranked up that
smile of his a few more degrees and said,
“What did you think?” I responded, “I
think you'll win.” His response was, “Will
you vote for me?” “You betcha!” I shouted
back.

He got in his car, waved goodbye to me
and rode west into the sunset. From that
moment, I was on the Obama bandwagon.
Stillam.

Later, more in-the-know folks told
me that the crowds were on Washing-

Then-U.S. Sen. Barack Obama signs copies of his book “The Audacity of Hope"at a Hyde Park bookstore on Oct.,17,2006.
CHARLES OSGOOD/CHICAGO TRIBUNE

ton Street waiting for Obama to exit the
Cultural Center. Never knew why his
people took him out the north doors, but I
saved that purple pantsuit.

— Susan Burritt, Chicago

The ascension of a ‘rising star’
It was the fall 0of 2002 when I returned
to Chicago to attend the popular Power of

| felt safe under his watch

Thad such hope for our country when
we chose Barack Obama as our president.
Irecall his inauguration speech and the
joy we felt, especially in Chicago. T knew
that Obama as president would do every-
thing in his power to keep us safe.

He knew the importance of being a
caring and compassionate world leader.
Our president wanted the U.S. to be the

Nursing Leadership I
by my alma mater, the University of Illi-
nois College of Nursing, Faculty members
insisted that I sit with them to have lunch
and meet “the rising star from Illinois.” I
passed on the opportunity.

Besides, I was not familiar with his
unique name since I relocated to Mary-
land. I sat elsewhere to gossip and hear
the speaker Maya Angelou. Unbeknownst
to me, this “rising star” would go on to
become the 44th president of the United
States.

Years later, I did get the opportunity to
sit in the gallery to hear Barack Obama
speak during my time on Capitol Hill as
aRobert Wood Johnson health policy
fellow assigned to U.S. Sen. John D.
Rockefeller’s office. That was amazing.

Thank you to Obama!

— Janice Phillips, Flossmoor

Experiencing a dream fulfilled

Ican’t wait for the days when the
excitement subsides and I'll be able to
visit the Obama Presidential Center on
Chicago’s great South Side. 'm well into
my golden years, but I still look back
fondly on the years 2008 to 2016 when
Barack Obama was our president. Thad a
certain lightness in my step when I real-
ized America had elected its first African
American president. Despite all the rheto-
ric and race-based hatred I grew up with,
Americawas better than all that.

Iremember all the highly qualified
and educated individuals Obama filled
his Cabinet with and the beautiful family
that he adored and stayed true to. I'm
glad I still have my memories of that time
because, unfortunately, history docu-
ments a dramatic shift in Washington
following the Obama administration. But,
in any case, thank you to Obama for allow-
ingus to experience a dream fulfilled.
— Harry M. Politis, Wilmette

Unique name didn’t stop him

Soon after the 9/11 attacks, while I
was still living in Chicago, I remember
walking into my condo building — a big
two-tower building with a huge lobby.
AsTwalked through the lobby to enter
my tower, there stood a man. He was tall
and handsome, and he explained he was
running for a state position and required
signatures to put him on the ballot. He
respectfully asked for mine. Without hesi-
tation, I gaveiit.

Afterward, I asked, “Oh, by the way,
what is your name?” He responded,
“Barack Obama.” I replied, “Good luck
with that name.”

That was my one and only encounter
with the former president.

— Anne Janet “AJ” Crane, Riverwoods

From professor to top office

Along with many of my classmates, I
had the privilege of taking a course at the
University of Chicago Law School with
Barack Obama when he was an Illinois
state senator. He was a wonderful teacher,
and, given his intelligence and charisma,
Ithought at the time that he would go
places politically — maybe even become
mayor of Chicago.

Little did I know then that he would
one day become our 44th president.
— Andrew Abrams, Northbrook

greatest country in the world, not just for
ourselves but for the rest of the world as
well.

Every night, I went to bed feeling
secure knowing our lives and safety were
in the hands of aman who was not self-
ish nor hell-bent on war nor on making
millions of dollars for himself.

He left the highest office with his head
held just as high.

Thank you to Obama.

— Barb Feig, Northbrook

He turned his back on Chicago

Barack Obama came to Chicago in1985
and became an activist. He later attended
Harvard University and became a civil
rights lawyer and an academic teach-
ingat the University of Chicago. In1996,
Chicago residents elected Obama to the
Illinois Senate. In 2004, Chicago and Tli-
nois elected him to the U.S. Senate. And as
we know, Illinois helped elect him presi-
dent of the United States for two terms.

He spent decades as a Chicago resident.
‘While maintaining a home in Chicago
after his presidency, he spentlittle time
here. Washington was his home. In
2019, the Obamas purchased ahomein
Martha’s Vineyard, Good-

‘ment was destroyed. Today, we are at
war with Iran, threatening worldwide
economic collapse.

Obama's foreign-policy low point was
his regime change operation against
Libyan strongman ruler Moammar
Gadhafi. Obama intervened in the Libyan
civil war, greenlighting military strikes
on the Gadhafi regime in 2011. After
insurgents killed Gadhafi, then-Secre-
tary of State Hillary Clinton gloated, “We
came, we saw, he died,” possibly the most
grotesque public statement ever by a top
American diplomat.

Today, Libya s a failed state. Its failure
hasbled into warfare and political and

ic destabilization th T
Africa. Even Obama realized the damage
his misguided intervention caused. He
stated that his decision to intervene in
Libya was the “worst mistake” of his pres-
idency.

When the Obama Presidential Center
opens June 19, there will be little to cele-
brate or revere regarding his foreign
policy. His low point will haunt Libya
and much of Africa for years to come.
His high point will be long forgotten,
disastrously undone by his successor to
plunge the world into recession, if not
depression.

— Walt Zlotow, West Suburban Peace
Coalition, Glen Ellyn

He brought honor and decency

Regrettably, with all of the chaos and
mayhem that haunts the Oval Office
today, it’s just too easy to forget the grace
and dlgmty that Barack Obama brought to
the

bye, Hyde Park.

Obama was not born in Chicago, so he
cannot be referred to as the city’s “favor-
ite son.” He turned his back on those who
gave him the good fortune he had and is
still enjoying.

These token appearances in Chicago
are just a facade, There is noreason to
name streets after him. Or anything else.
He could have done so much for Black
America, possibly as a successor to the
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. I believe he
had that much power and influence. He
chose Martha’s Vineyard, where the Black
population is 3%.

Thad high hopes!

— Joseph A. Murzanski, Orland Park

Foreign policy high, low points

As amember of the peace community
seeking to end perpetual U.S. warfare,
looked forward to Barack Obama's pres-
idency. He had an opportunity to pivot
away from forever wars under George
W. Bush. Expectations Obama would
promote peace were high.

Whether it was articulating his stance
onracial inequality or honoring the
victims of yet another mass shooting,
Obama handled it all with class and style,
including his own unique take on “Amaz-
ing Grace.”

The 44th president of the United States
brought honor as well as anunmistakable
sense of decency to his country and his
city, and that alone is worthy of celebra-
tion on June 19.

— Bob Ory, Elgin

Obama fostered my activism

Ihave never met former President
Barack Obama. But in early 2009, I did
meet with longtime Obama associ-
ate John W. Rogers Jr., co-chairman of
Obama’s inauguration committee. We
met to discuss possible volunteerism
advocating on behalf of seniors and others
seekmg toappeal healthcare insurance

ly thos:

rejection of coverage based on pre-exist-
ing condition circumstances.
P ly, Thad ucces:

His eight years largely disap dbut
accomplished one of the most important
diplomatic achievements inmodern US.
history: the 2015 Joint Compreh

onbehalf
of fam.lly members and thought I could
help others beyond my family asanew era
activism was being fostered

Plan of Action (JCPOA).

The JCPOA was the seminal agree-
ment between Iran and the U.S., Russia,
China, Germany, the United Kingdom and
France to limit Iran’s nuclear program
and prevent it from building nuclear
weapons. In return, these nations and the
European Union would provide sanc-
tions relief and eventually resume normal
diplomatic relations.

Alas, the opponents of any détente with
Iran, led by Israel, politically motivated
Republicans seeking to undermine the
Obama presidency and U.S. war hawks,
conspired to destroy the JCPOA. Sadly,
they captured the narrative and the
‘White House. Donald Trump as president
withdrew from the JCPOA in May 2018.
Obama’s greatest foreign policy achieve-

m Americaby Obama the candidate and
Obama as president.

While my pitch to Rogers did not lead
toany particular path for pursing this
cause in a formal way, I was gratified to
learn that the Affordable Care Act would
cover pre-existing conditions, rendering
appeals on the subject moot.

My one-and-done meeting with Rogers
made me feel that I was on the same page
as many others who prevailed in getting
this very reasonable, humanistic solution
approved.

The impetus for the meeting with
Rogers and a willingness to get involved
asavolunteer gave me a true sense of
how democracy can work toward a better
future for all of America.

— Mark Grenchik, Chicago

For online-exclusive letters, go to www.chicagotribune.com/letters. Email your letter submissions, 400 words or less, to letters@chicagotribune.com.
Include your full name, address and phone number.
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BY BROOKE BARBIER

s a young man, Benjamin Franklin com-

piled a list of more than 200 words and

phrases for “drunk.” Much can be learned

about Franklin from the list and, perhaps
surprisingly, about Americans even to this day, as
the United States commemorates the 250th anni-
versary of the nation’s founding.

Franklin’s “Drinker’s Dictionary” was printed in
his newspaper, the Pennsylvania Gazette, on Jan.
13, 1737, and by way of introduction, Franklin in-
cluded an idiom from his alter ego, Poor Richard:
“Nothing more like a Fool than a drunken Man.”
He then explained that the terms were euphe-
misms employed to avoid calling someone drunk,
which could sound harsh. But because there was
no real way to spin the vice of inebriation into a
virtue, Franklin explained, speakers were left with
the “wretched Necessity” of expressing the condi-
tion “by distant round-about Phrases, and of per-
petually varying those Phrases, as often as they
come to be well understood to signify plainly that
a Man is drunk.”

Franklin’s list of words is great fun. Some we
still use today — “intoxicated” and “tipsey,” for ex-
ample — and others we may not recognize, such as
“cock’d,” “pidgeon ey'd” and “oil'd” The tools and
preoccupations of the time are well represented, as
in “Loaded his Cart,” “As Stiff as a Ring-bolt” and
“carries too much Sail.” Several are charming and
lighthearted, like “Cherry Merry” and “Got on his
little Hat,” while others are downright ominous:
“Haunted with Evil Spirits” and “Like a Rat in
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What Ben Franklin’s ‘Drinker’s
Dictionary” tells Americans loday

Trouble,” reflecting how tipplers can quickly shift
from upbeat and congenial to aggressive and bel-
ligerent.

And there is a poetry throughout it all, includ-
ing “Knows not the way Home” and “Seen a Flock
of Moons.” My favorite doesn’t roll off the tongue,
but it’s evocative and a bit silly, and your mean-
ing couldn’t be clearer if you proclaim, next time
you have one too many while out with friends, that
you've “Swallow’d a Tavern Token.”

The phrases are a part of the cultural fabric,
with Franklin explaining that the terms were

“gather’d wholly from the modern Tavern-Conver-
sation of Tiplers.” Colonists might hear them while
imbibing rum punch, cider, beer, wine or grog in
a tavern, as they played cards, debated politics or
caught up with their social circle.

A few years before compiling the list, Franklin
wrote a guide for self-improvement with 13 so-
called virtues that he wanted to cultivate in him-
self. A young man then, he had hopes of “arriving
at moral perfection,” and he naively believed it
would be simple. Franklin explained, “As I knew,
or thought I knew, what was right and wrong, 1
did not see why I might not always do the one and
avoid the other. But I soon found I had undertaken
a task of more difficulty than I had imagined.”

It’s easy to say what one should do, in other
words, but habit and emotion can take over. He
learned that it just wasn’t as simple as wanting
it. “I concluded,” Franklin realized, “that the mere
speculative conviction that it was our interest to
be completely virtuous, was not sufficient.”

Like Franklin, many of us should probably drink

less, move more, eat whole foods, stress less, get
enough sleep, avoid smoking, wear sunscreen. Ev-
ery American could recite a handful of things to do
to improve their lives. We know what we should
do. Except we inevitably fall short.

Similarly, Franklin could advise against drunk-
enness all he wanted, but that’s not what he prac-
ticed. This was a man who loved drinking and the
sociability it offered. He praised wine as proof that
God loves us.

He penned drinking songs and wrote and
shared cocktail recipes. He was plagued with gout
because, he admitted, he “ate and drank too freely”
He was not committed to sobriety.

It’s tempting to consider this hypocrisy, but
Franklin — as Poor Richard — was in on the joke.
Alcohol was prevalent in the 18th century, and
Americans drank a lot — far more than they do
today. Franklin was advising people against drunk-
enness, but knew they would get “raddled.”

So if you want to implement a new habit or rou-
tine, and you're struggling to do it, first, know that
it’s a centuries-old struggle. Second, don’t be too
hard on yourself. It’s natural to fall short. Better
to channel Benjamin Franklin and at least enjoy
yourself as you get “Dizzy as a Goose,” even as you
hope to do better tomorrow.

And hasn’t that always been something of the
American story writ large? Huzzah to you, and to
the Americans who have striven to be their best
selves over the past 250 years.

Brooke Barbier is the author of “Cocked and Boozy: An
Intoxicating History of the American Revolution.”

After my s

BY HELEN ANDREWS

y sister was born with profound disabili-

ties, the result of a genetic disorder. She

never learned to talk. I don’t think she

could even recognize the faces of her
own family. She could react to people and things,
like music, which she loved dancing to, but each
moment was completely new to her and never con-
nected to the past or future.

Like many other families in that situation, we
received advice on how to understand my sister’s
disability. Sometimes a disabled sibling makes life
harder, we were told, but that’s true of every sib-
ling. Focus on the positive, the things that make
your family unique. My sister was praised for the
purity of her joy and the innocence of her love. The
rest of us could take a lesson from her, people said.

Though the advice was well-intentioned, I later
saw that it was wrong — about what it meant to
live with disability and about the purpose of suf-
fering.

Sometimes, focusing on the positive becomes a
way of denying reality. Yes, there were joyous mo-
ments. But changing diapers gets a lot harder after
18 years, when the person weighs as much as you
do. My sister threw tantrums and acted out. My
parents couldn’t leave her alone in the house even
to run to the store. It was like the most labor-in-
tensive parts of infant care extended for years with
no end in sight.

Hardest of all, the object of all this sacrifice
couldn’t give anything back. My parents worked
hard to give my sister a good life, and it wasn’t
even clear that she knew who they were. One of

the members of our family struggled with mental
ders if th

ter died. | came to unders
what suffering is for

and

was a devout Catho]lc who like me, had a severe-

illness later in life, and part of me

d sister. We met in college.

strain of taking care of my sister drove this parson
mad.

Of course, loving a disabled child brings mean-
ing to many people’s lives precisely because it is so
difficult. I have heard many parents talk about this
sense of meaning, and I have seen it with my own
eyes in their daily acts of service. But this self-sacri-
fice can sometimes become an expression of vanity.

The 1951 novel “Lie Down in Darkness” by Pu-
litzer Prize winner William Styron depicts this
dynamic. A mother pours all of her love into her
relationship with her disabled daughter, but, as the
novel reveals, behind her selflessness there is an
element of narcissism. She resents the other mem-
bers of her family because her relationships with
them are complicated, whereas with her disabled
daughter, everything is simple, pure and entirely
within her control.

Suffering is part of life. But suffering has to be
connected to some purpose, or else it is just a way
of showing pride in how much you can endure.
Families with a disabled child are often encour-
aged to embrace the challenges they face but given
no idea of what the suffering is for.

That was the question that came to my mind
when my sister died in 2015, at age 26, from the
effects of her genetic condition. What was all the
suffering for? She never got any better, there was
never any possibility that she would, and she was
completely unaware of the sacrifices being made
on her behalf.

In the end, it was another sibling of a disabled

One day, she posed a theological question: Chris-
tians believe that all bodily imperfections will be
healed in heaven, and it’s easy to imagine what
that means for amputees and paraplegics, but what
about for people like our sisters?

I tried to picture my sister healed of her disabil-
ity, and the idea was momentarily appealing — a
sister I could talk to and form a relationship with.
But the thought that there was a real self trapped
underneath my sister’s disabilities, struggling
helplessly to get out, was actually horrifying. It was
also incoherent. With a limbless person, one can
infer what the body is supposed to look like. With
someone like my sister, there was no way to infer
an entu'ely new personality.

ing about heaven helped me make sense
of my family’s experience and the purpose of the
sacrifices we made for my sister. The result wasn’t
supposed to be a sister who could talk. That wasn’t
what would await us on the other side. My sister
would be the same. The transformation would be
in the rest of us. We wouldn’t have to minimize the
reality of her condition or justify it through a vain
embrace of suffering. We would accept my sister
just as she is. That is the perfection toward which
we should strive and toward which our suffering
on this Earth should be oriented.

Helen Andrews is the author of “Boomers: The Men and
Women Who Promised Freedom and Delivered Disaster.”

person who helped me answer that question. She

is a weekly
wapo.st/awakenings

on religion. Sign up at

An arms race in
college sports
could sideline

500,000 athlete

WESLEY HITT/GETTY IMAGES

A Louisiana State University fan with a photo of
football coach Lane Kiffin on Feb. 19 in Oxford,
Mississippi.

BY MARIA CANTWELL

oday, more than half a million athletes par-

ticipate in college sports, many of whom go

on to become the nation’s brightest commu-

nity, business and political leaders. College
athletics provides young people across America op-
portunities to strive for the highest levels of their
abilities, compete to win while learning sportsman-
ship and, most importantly, discover how to grow
and thrive as a team.

Many of these athletes represent the United
States at international competitions. Three out of
4 members of the 2024 U.S. Olympic team in Paris
were current or former college athletes.

But the nation’s collegiate sports system is at a
breaking point. Since late 2023, more than 100 pro-
grams have been cut. At least 1,000 roster spots and
athletic in nonr ating
sports have been impacted by program cuts, large-
ly to pay for an arms race of out-of-control spend-
ing in football and basketball. A shared national
pastime has become a free-for-all: money flowing
with few guardrails, players and coaches constantly
moving, and schools struggling to keep pace.

Without new rules, the future looks like a few
thriving super leagues while smaller university ath-
letic programs, women’s teams and Olympic sports
wither away. Without new tools and clearer lines
to adjust to this new reality, college sports and aca-
demic institutions will suffer.

That is why I introduced the bipartisan Protect
College Sports Act with Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas).
The bill establishes federal rules that will preserve
opportunities for all athletes, ensure fair competi-
tion among historic regional rivalries, and could
unlock billions in new media rights revenue to sup-
port universities and compensate the players who
proudly wear their uniforms. By prohibiting confer-
ences that had more than $1 billion in revenue in
2025 from merging or consolidating with another
conference, the legislation would also prevent the
formation of a super league that could essentially
control college football.

The inspiration for the Protect College Sports
Act is to enshrine, for the first time in federal law,
the ability of athletes to earn compensation for
their name, image and likeness (NIL) and receive
their fair share of profits generated from media,
ticket sales, advertising and sponsorships. Howev-
er, while NIL opportunities and revenue sharing
dominate headlines, only a small fraction of college
athletes receive revenue sharing, with less than 2
percent ultimately turning professional. Expanding
media rights revenue would also protect pathways
for hundreds of thousands of nonrevenue college
athletes, many of whom are using their talent to
access an education that might otherwise be out of
reach.

This legislation would also establish federal poli-
cy and standards to help shield athletes from harm-
ful practices used against them in past decades.
These rights include academic safeguards, schol-
arship guarantees, health care, safety standards,
whistleblower protections, transparency require-
ments and protection from unscrupulous agents.
It also ensures that female athletes receive equal
treatment for transportation, lodging, medical care
and facilities when they compete in championship
events or tournaments. Student-athletes would no
longer be recruited on the promise of a scholarship,
only to have that support withdrawn when they are
injured while playing.

The bill also corrals the arms race among con-
ferences, coaches, agents and collectives seeking
to outspend one another with the goal of buying
a national title. Championships should not be con-
trolled by the same top few teams or billionaires
who want their alma mater to have a lopsided ad-
vantage. New rules will rein in bad behavior by
holding schools accountable to the revenue-sharing
limits they agreed to in last year’s House v. NCAA
settlement. The bill also prevents boosters from
cheating by using fake NIL deals. This will ensure
that the real competition is on the hardwood and
the gridiron.

The spending pressures have become so extreme
that some schools are charging student fees to make
up sports budget deficits. James Madison Universi-
ty tacked on more than $2,400 to each student’s
annual enrollment costs to support athletics. This
exorbitant spending includes contracts such as the
$54 million buyout for Louisiana State University
football coach Brian Kelly, who was fired but still
walked away with a huge payout. LSU then lured
Lane Kiffin from Ole Miss to be its head coach with
an eye-popping $13 million annual salary. Kiffin
was hired right before he was supposed to lead the
Rebels through the College Football Playoff, leaving
Ole Miss athletes, alumni and fans in the lurch. Our
bill would stop midseason football coaching moves.

Congress should come together behind this
bipartisan proposal and protect the more than
500,000 collegiate athletes, including women and
Olympic athletes who are now on the chopping
block.

Maria Cantwell, a Demacrat, is a U.S. senator from
Washington.
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With a ban, Canada joins the lates
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social media fad

anada this week joined the
growing number of countries
seeking to impose a ban on so-
cial media for kids. The policy is
doomed to fail, just as it has elsewhere.

Last year Australia became the first
nation to institute a nationwide ban on
social media for those younger than 16.
It’s not going well.

Aussie teens often joke about how
easy it is to get around the restrictions.
Many use their parents’ accounts or
trick age estimation software using
Al-generated photos. More than two-
thirds of parents report that the ban
was ineffective in getting their chil-
dren off platforms they had already
been using, the Australian government
acknowledged in March.

Failure has not deterred other coun-
tries, and some American states, from
following the fad. Brazil and Indone-
sia enacted their own restrictions on
social media for children, and several
European countries such as Britain,

France, Greece and Spain are consider-
ing the same.

Adopting unenforceable laws trains
people — especially teens — not to take
government rules seriously. It also risks
giving parents a false sense of security.

The platforms’ algorithms are de-
signed to take advantage of the brain’s
reward system, which can lead to com-
pulsive behaviors. Social media also
can reinforce negative body images
and expose children to the nasty side of
the internet. Cyberbullying and sexual
exploitation sometimes lead to suicidal
thoughts.

But that doesn’t mean bans are the
answer. Social media, for all its down-
sides, also has social benefits, especially
for kids with disabilities. Those living
in remote areas often use it to connect
with communities that support them.

The measures needed to enforce age
restrictions raise serious privacy con-
cerns and make it overly difficult to
maintain anonymity online.

Canada’s proposal would extend
beyond social platforms to include ar-
tificial intelligence chatbot services.
It would allow some companies to be
exempted from the age restrictions if
they implement “adequate safeguards,”
which will be determined by a power-
ful new regulator.

Most social media platforms and
smartphones already have robust pa-
rental controls. A better approach
to age-gating platforms would be to
strengthen those tools and teach kids
how to use these platforms properly.
Schools have a role to play here, but
the onus is on parents. They are always
going to be better at judging their chil-
dren’s needs than the government.

Hong Kong’s nightmare gels darker

ong Kong's national security

law has already crushed the

territory’s once-vibrant civic

and political life. But now the
city’s hard-line authorities are making
the law even more repressive for any-
one caught in its net.

Under updates which took effect
last week, the city’s chief executive can
classify any case as a national security
crime under the 2020 law, even when
the alleged offense was committed be-
fore that law took effect.

For good reasons, people cannot gen-
erally be told they violated a law that
didn’t exist when they broke it. Yet
Hong Kong’s leaders, beholden to Chi-
na, don't care.

The chief executive — picked by Bei-
jing, with no popular mandate — now
gets to classify any criminal act as a
national security offense. The authori-
ties classified this as housekeeping. Or
as Chief Executive John Lee put it, the
changes were designed “purely to make
the law even clearer.”

But the authorities used a procedure
to impose these changes without pub-
lic comment and the usual legislative
review.

Being charged with a national secu-
rity offense carries enormous conse-
quences for defendants. They can be
jailed immediately and held for longer
pre-trial detention periods. They are
denied the ordinary presumption of in-
nocence and denied bail. And they can
be denied their choice of lawyer, as hap-

‘The Hong Kong cityscape.

The Hong Kong Bar Association, in
a tepid statement to the South China
Morning Post, said the power to apply
the sweeping law retroactively should

pened to Jimmy
i.
Their case is also heard before a
judge chosen by — guess who? — the
chief executive himself.

be “seriously and with added
prudence” and urged authorities to pro-
vide “as much explanation as possible.”
Little chance of that, since national se-
curity cases are generally shrouded in

LOUISE DELMOTTE/AP

secrecy, mostly on the whims of Beijing.

The national security law has made
Hong Kong a less secure place to visit or
do business. These changes will further
chill foreign investment. But the biggest
victims are Hong Kongers themselves,
who live in fear and lack the freedom
to speak out against the deepening de-
scent into autocracy.

Battery breakthroughs will lessen Al

demand on the electricity grid

hile doomers cite the energy
demands of artificial intel-
ligence as a justification to
oppose construction of data
centers, General Motors and Ford see a
business opportunity. Their latest moves
offer a fresh reminder that resource con-
straints can be solved by innovation.

With demand for electric vehicles de-
clining, the auto giants are pivoting to
mass produce battery storage capacity
for technology and energy companies.
It’s a testament to the resiliency of the
market after the federal government
pulled back green mandates and subsi-
dies aimed at killing gas-powered cars.

GM announced plans last week to
produce stationary batteries with sodi-
um ions in North American factories by
2028. Last month, Ford launched a new
energy unit to provide battery storage
using lithium-iron-phosphate technolo-
gy licensed from China.

GM’s EV batteries use lithium, so the
move toward sodium-ion reflects an
economic and strategic calculation. The
new batteries will be made with sodium
salt, which is more abundant and cheap-
er than lithium. That will make GM sig-
nificantly less reliant on China.

Unlike lithium batteries, they don’t
need cooling systems, which will ul-
timately cut maintenance and energy

LT CZEGLED/ZSOLT CZEGLEDI/MTI Vi AP

A new battery storage facility opens in Hungary on Wednesday.

costs.

Batteries to store energy are becom-
ing increasingly important with the Al
build out. Sedium-ion batteries are a
way to help grids manage peak demand
and address supply fluctuations. During
outages, batteries offer a backup.

AT will disrupt every level of the econ-
omy. Wrongly assuming that energy
challenges are insurmountable, naysay-
ers fight the future. They’re missing out
on opportunities that others will happi-
ly jump on, even if the solutions aren’t
completely clear yet.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Bye-bye, Democrats. No way, MAGA.
Where can a centrist turn?

A D and a walked

Americans were dissatis-

into a bar — and no one wanted to en-
gage with either of them!

Though the May 28 front-page article
“Acute dislike for both main U.S. parties,
survey shows” was interesting, we didn’t
need to have The Post survey 1200
Americans to recognize the disconnect
between our political parties and the
priorities of most U.S. citizens.

Like many Americans, I am centrist,
moderate and all of those boring ad-
jectives representing balance in life
and politics. I formerly called myself a
“lifelong Democrat,” but the healthy in-
clination to “give back” and “pay it for-
ward” morphed into a Democratic Party
that is overly concerned with marginal-
ized groups. I think the greater good is
served by focusing first on health care,
a fair economy, job creation, infrastruc-
ture, peace, and checks and balances.
I don’t believe that transgender rights
should command more attention than
reforming our health care system over-
all; or that our borders should be com-
pletely open; or that the government
should be bigger.

It might sound as though I have be-
come a Republican, but there is no lon-
ger a Republican Party to join — only a
MAGA party. People seem to believe that
once Donald Trump is gone, all will go
back to “normal” The MAGA party will
not let go easily. Many of my Republican
friends are incredulous, but what alter-
native do they have? There is no politi-
cal choice today representing moderate
Americans.

Government is not a business; it is a
fiduciary. It requires tough diplomacy,
pragmatic empathy and a heart of ser-
vice to the nation’s citizens. It respects
equality and our capitalist system, while
focusing on the overall needs of the
community. While I desperately want
our democracy to succeed, I am a lost
American in the politics of today.

Claire Stanard, Bethesda

When accountability disap-
pears, so do students

In his June 6 letter, “Unpredictable
school calendars are driving parents cra-
zy,” Steve Sidorek voiced a gripe shared
by many Fairfax County Public Schools
parents and teachers. Punctuated by
constant days off, school often feels like
a sideshow rather than the main act.
But far more maddening and burden-
some for teachers are the high rate of
student absenteeism and the permissive
policies and practices that have allowed
it to flourish.

As a teacher at an FCPS high school
for 23 years, I have seen the effects of
expired attendance rules. Traditional-
1y, five unexcused absences in any giv-
en class resulted in a failing grade. The
demise of that policy has engendered a
revolving door of students arriving late,
or not at all, with absences sometimes
persisting for days and weeks at a time.
Schools have staff members whose pri-
mary responsibility is to track truancy
and issue slap-on-the-wrist penalties
like lunch detentions. These staffers
often interview school-ski and re-

fied with President Joe Biden because
they felt he was too old, he often ap-
peared tired and sleepy, and, under his
leadership, prices were way too high.
Accordingly, he was succeeded by Presi-
dent Donald Trump, with whom numer-
ous Americans are dissatisfied because
they feel he is too old, he often appears
tired and sleepy, and, under his leader-
ship, prices are way too high.

Mark Godes, Chelsea, Massachusetts

Once upon a time, one of the criteria
for electing a president was how he or
she might react in the event of a mis-
sile attack in the middle of the night.
With a critical window of 30 minutes
or less, how would a rudely awakened
commander in chief — with the survival
of the nation hanging in the balance —
handle that 3 a.m. phone call?

Considering that the current pres-
ident routinely appears to fall asleep
during  Cabinet meetings, after
rage-posting until the wee hours of the
morning, I worry about how he would
handle that doomsday call not only at 3
a.m. but 3 p.m.

Vin ito, Scranton, Pe

A picket line no more

The June 1 front-page article “A sub-
urban staple becomes a rarity,” about
the rise of taller and more solid fencing,
mused to readers: “Maybe the white
picket fence embodied an America that
no longer exists, one where dopamine
springs from outdoor interactions in-
stead of indoor scrolling, and trust in
c ity wins over ia. Maybe
it was best not to pine for what Hol-
lywood moguls and 20th-century ad
executives popularized as shorthand
for prosperity. Maybe the architects of
yesteryear tailored these layouts for sol-
diers returning from World War II, striv-
ing for respectability even as the rush to
accommodate a rising middle class de-
manded conformity.”

If you're going to assume that the de-
cline of picket fences is a sociological
statement, you're obligated to look out-
side the fence.

Americans have lost their privacy
at home, on the road, in stores and on
the internet. Hidden cameras abound.
Digital records are forever. Perhaps the
emerging privacy fence is an effort to re-
gain a small piece of what has been lost.
Signed, an owner of wire fences.

John Walker, Coaldale, Colorado

Madness, gladness. sadness
O

Thanks for the June 6 online Style
article “Kennedy Center’s ‘Shear Mad-
ness’ becomes Trump-related collateral
damage.” I have a fondness for the show
because they stuck my name and quote
on the side of city buses — and on the
show’s program — for decades. Of course
1 took a lot of ribbing for calling the co-
medic whodunit “the most fun I ever
had at the Kennedy Center,” but at the
time, the Kennedy Center was working

port their findings to teachers in group
emails. It's not unusual for teachers to
learn that a student is “uncomfortable”
in their class and to be asked what they
can do about it.

To meet state attendance require-
ments, FCPS has devised an “attendance
recovery” system whereby absentees at-
tend after-school study halls overseen
by staffers who want to earn some ex-
tra cash. In the final weeks of the school
year, teachers are flooded with emails
from administrators about ways to push
flunking absentees over the finish line.
Sometimes, a teacher is required to fill
out a spreadsheet with assignments that
the student can complete or redo — the
latter owing to a generous policy of sec-
ond chances on failed assessments.

to an image as an elite orga-
nization with ticket prices beyond most
pocketbooks. Other fun productions,
including the “Greater Tuna” series, en-
joyed long runs, but “Shear Madness”
stood out in its joyful corniness.

I enjoyed so many wonderful mo-
ments at the Kennedy Center, in the the-
ater and beyond. When friends visited,
T'd take them inside for a look and out
to the terrace to view the river, or up on
the roof to survey the city or Memori-
al Bridge and Arlington Cemetery. The
uncertain status of this great institution
is the saddest I've ever been about the
Kennedy Center.

Arch Campbell, Chevy Chase
The writer was a critic for WRC-TV
from 1974 to 2007.

This crisis has Besides
the obvious loss of learning and the ex-
hausting demands on teachers, it has
fostered a school climate that is lazy and
unserious — a place of academic anar-
chy. There’s also the cost to the commu-
nity, including the tax dollars wasted on
empty desks and after-school babysit-
ters. As I prepare to retire, a few years
earlier than I had planned, I am haunt-
ed by voices from the future. They say,
“High school was such a joke! I barely
showed up, and I still passed!”

Helen Mondloch, Fairfax

Absent or present?

Regarding the May 29 front-page arti-
cle “In a striking shift, Trump’s approval
plunges among working-class base”:

Letter submissions

Send letters to letters@washpost.com.
Submissions must be exclusive to The Post
and should include the writer's address and
day and evening telephone numbers. Letters
are subject to editing and abridgement.
Please do not send letters as attachments.
Because of the volume of material we
receive, we are unable to acknowledge
submissions; writers whose letters are
under consideration for publication will be
contacted.

As the semiquincentennial approaches,
Post Opinions wants to know: Where do
you first take visitors to the D.C. area? What
makes that spot special to you? Send us
your response, and it might be published
as a letter to the editor. wapo.st/washing-
ton_welcome
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Please, enough with the
Weimar Republic comparisons

BY KaTJA HOYER

he ghosts of Germany’s past are everywhere

these days. In the United States, critics of

President Donald Trump have so often com-

pared him to Adolf Hitler that the analogy
is by now a rhetorical cliché. Even JD Vance did it
— before recanting and becoming vice president. In
Germany itself, references to the Weimar Republic,
the fragile democracy that preceded Hitler’s rise to
power, are a staple of public debate as an unmis-
takable prelude-to-Hitler warning. In Britain, the
cover of the Spectator magazine last fall raised the
specter of “Weimar Britain.”

The German interwar period remains the stark-
est example of a liberal democracy turning into a
brutal dictatorship. An impulse to evoke this era
in times of crisis is understandable. But the more
Western democracies become fixated on the idea
that they might be reliving one of history’s darkest
chapters, the more they risk failing to address the
challenges of the present.

References to Weimar and Nazi Germany are
usually intended to warn against political oppo-
nents or unwelcome policies. Take podcaster Joe
Rogan, who in January likened the tactics of U.S.
Immigration and Customs Enforcement to those
of the Gestapo. Or consider the German left-wing
activists who turned up at a conference of the
far-right Alternative for Germany (AfD) party last
week, adding a swastika made out of vegan mince
to the breakfast buffet. Such words and gestures are
intended to send a clear moral message: This policy
or party is reminiscent of the Nazis, and therefore
you mustn’t support it.

The problem is that the message doesn’t work.
Trump-Hitler comparisons were already popular
before 2016 and didn’t deter American voters from
making him president twice. (Before Trump, left-
wing critics likened President George W. Bush to
Hitler; Bush served two terms.) In Britain, conser-
vative Nigel Farage’s Reform UK has been leading
in the polls consistently for more than a year de-
spite left-wing opponents describing the party as a
“proto-fascist organization” or using similar invec-
tive. In Germany, the AfD is now the most popular
party, according to all major surveys. Nowhere in
the West does the Nazi label kill a political career. A
Nazi tattoo did not make Graham Platner a Demo-
cratic Party pariah in the run-up to Tuesday’s Dem-
ocratic Senate primary in Maine.

Warnings of far-right extremism didn’t even
work in 1930s Germany; it didn’t even work in Wei-
mar itself, the town that gave the ill-fated republic
its name because it was founded there in 1919 after
World War L I have studied the lives of the Wei-
mar townspeople and found ample evidence that
many of them knew exactly what they would get if
they elected Hitler to power. Many voted for him
anyway.

‘Weimarers saw more of Hitler and his Nazi Party
in the 1920s than did almost any other Germans.
Hitler visited their town more than 40 times in the
interwar period. The first formal Nazi Party rally
was held in Weimar in 1926, before the rallies were
staged in Nuremberg. The state of Thuringia, of
which Weimar was the capital, lifted sanctions on

Hitler and the Nazi Party earlier than other German
states after his botched coup attempt in Munich in
1923. Weimar became a haven for the movement, a
testing ground for Nazi ideas. Weimar knew what
Nazism looked like, and still the town became an
early stronghold for the movement.

The 1926 Nazi Party rally in Weimar is a point in
case. At the time, the party was still tiny. The Nazis
were in town for only two days but left a trail of
blood. They clashed with police, provoked brawls,
tried to burn down the local headquarters of the
Social Democrats, attacked public figures and ha-
rassed women who wore the modern bob hairstyle.
Nazis broke into cars and vandalized buildings.
Beatings and knife attacks led to countless injuries.

“In the town there is intense embitterment
about the conduct of the swastika troops,” one local
newspaper reported afterward. The town council
banned future Nazi Party gatherings. The appalling
violence was noted in other parts of Germany, with
the Berliner Tageblatt newspaper noting that this
was “how the National Socialists behave if they are
allowed even a little bit of leverage.”

Despite seeing Nazi thuggery firsthand, Wei.

OMER MESSINGER/GETTY IMAGES
A protest over right-wing extremism and President Donald Trump in Berlin in 2025.

hitting Germany hard, the Nazis finished second
in the federal elections with 18.3 percent — a huge
upturn from 2.6 percent just two years earlier. In
‘Weimar, the Nazis’ support in that 1930 election
was 28.2 percent.

Three years later, Hitler came to power. Ger-
many’s economic, political and social upheava]

GEORGE F. WILL

Art, not politics,
explains the
achievement of
‘Death of a Salesman’

'BRENDAN MCDERMID/REUTERS

Nathan Lane accepts the award for best revival of
a play for Arthur Miller’s “Death of a Salesman”
at the Tony Awards in New York last week.

NEW YORK

even times a week, audiences fill the 1,600-

seat Winter Garden, one of Broadway’s larg-

est venues, to see Nathan Lane, 70, an orna-

ment of contemporary theater, spend almost

three hours strenuously portraying the last day

of a lost man: Willy Loman, a salesman. “Death

of a Salesman” is grand despite what playwright

Arthur Miller was thinking in 1949. This durable

achievement of American dramaturgy will grip au-

diences in 2049 and beyond because Miller’s art

survived his politics. A pastiche of banal leftist cul-

tural criticisms, they were and are irrelevant to the

play’s shattering depiction of something timeless,

not context-dependent: the pathos of a despairing
individual whose dreams exceed his capacities.

Loman is an aging and failing salesman riding
on a smile and a shoeshine whose delusions of
Jjust-around-the-corner success are dying. The play
is a harrowing depiction of his, and his similarly
delusional sons, colliding with reality.

Theater critic John Lahr, in his ideologically en-
thusiastic biography of Miller, says the play pres-
ents Loman as “a victim of competitive capitalism.”
It “caught the spirit of self-aggrandizement” that
Miller loathed about the postwar consumer-driven

had made vast swaths of the
enough to support the Nazis, disregarding years of
liberals’ fervent alarms.

There is no evidence from a century ago that
warning voters of Nazism had much effect, and
there is no evidence today. Voters turn to radical
politics in times when they feel centrists aren’t
providing effective solutions to the problems they
see. Pointing to Germany’s past does nothing to re-
store lost confidence; only better politics, credible

did and tangible impr to people’s
lives and prospects can do that. Of course, there are
many lessons to be learned from history, but using
the past to try to frighten present-day voters is not
the way to do it. Offering hope, not fear, is a better
political motivator.

ers supported the movement in larger-than-average
numbers. In 1930, when the Great Depression was

Katja Hoyer is the author of “Weimar: Life on the Edge of
Catastrophe.”

These academic disciplines risk forgetting their core tas

Some academics don't believe in truth.
What are they researching for?

BY GARY SAUL MORSON

his month, a committee of scholars con-

vened by Vanderbilt University released a

report on the state of humanities and so-

cial sciences scholarship across the United
States.

The report assesses the extent to which schol-
arship has been compromised by a priori commit-
ment to activism or political goals. Indeed, when
Daniel Diermeier and Andrew D. Martin, the re-
spective chancellors of Vanderbilt and Washing-
ton University, initiated the investigation in 2025,
they were responding to “the dramatic erosion of
support for the humanities and humanistic social
sciences among students, parents, and government
officials.

As one of the signers of the report, I am all too
familiar with the fact that activist scholars some-
times play fast and loose with logic and evidence
to justify conclusions dictated in advance by a po-
litical program. Those who dissent can risk serious
damage to their careers. Journals have been forced
to apologize for research they have publlshed — not

because of poor logic or ured
but because the results were politically unaccept-
able.

The report cites an instance in 2017, when a
leading feminist philosophy journal, Hypatia, pub-
lished an article arguing that the case for a person’s
gender to be determined by inner gender identity
could also apply to race. In response, over 800 peo-
ple signed an open letter demanding an apology
from the editorial board for harming “the most vul-
nerable to the intersection of racial and gender op-
pressions.” Rather than replying that the objection
did not address the article’s arguments, the editori-
al board, hat in hand, offered “a profound apology

.. for the harms that the publication of the article
on transracialism has caused.”

Some disciplines are more corroded than others.
Anthropology seems to have largely abandoned the
idea of truth independent of political utility, while
analytic philosophy has generally maintained high
standards. My own field of expertise, literary stud-
ies, is somewhere in between. The report is careful
to avoid painting with a broad brush. But no matter
where on the spectrum a field falls, the damage to
public opinion affects all humanistic scholars.

It has long been fashionable among humanist ac-
ademics to maintain that there is no such thing as
objective truth and therefore no neutral standard
to violate. Everything is political, and so any call
for objectivity is a sham motivated by political con-
cerns. All knowledge merely expresses the interests

TheV Uni campus in
of a group.

The report provides examples. One pair of animal
studies scholars wrote, “the academy has to accept,
at least in principle, that all research is ideological
and that claims to neutrality in research are non-
sensical” The call for objectivity in social science,
says a psychology scholar, is a way “to sanctify the
ideology of white supremacy.” A critical race theo-
rist endorses the discovery that “the truth is that
there are many truths, all of which are dependent
on the perspective that the truth seeker brings. ...
Truth, then, is profoundly subjective.”

But if there is no objective truth — if all discover-
ies are already supplied by prior political commit-
ments — why have university research at all? The
point of research is to discover the unknown or to
challenge the supposedly known, not to find new
‘ways to affirm what is already accepted. If medical
research vindicated only existing treatments, who
would fund it? These scholars do not seem to ap-
preciate that they have offered strong reasons to
eliminate the humanities altogether.

That, of course, would be a mistake. History, phi-
losophy and literature help people explore complex
questions of value and meaning; consider what
constitutes a worthy life; acquire facility in ethi-
cal reasoning; and refine “our conception of what
is possible for human beings,” as the report says.
The task of the humanities, it continues, “is not to

WILLIAM DESHAZER/FOR THE WASHINGTON POST

manipulate us into following a party line but to
provide each free person with the tools for making
their own informed choices.”

‘The report limits itself to scholarly research. But
it is vital to consider as well how these academic
trends have affected undergraduate teaching. Stu-
dents have traditionally studied literary master-
pieces so they can learn from humanity’s keenest
observers while developing skills to
other such works in the future. If students in col-
lege do not develop the habit of acquiring wisdom
found in literary and cultural monuments, when
will they ever do so? Confined to an island of the
present moment, with no appreciation of how peo-
ple might think in times or places other than their
own, students would be blinded to the human con-
dition.

Usually, when an academic department strays
from its proper goals, outside experts in the field
can devise a remedy. But that won’t work if the field
itself has been corrupted.

The report urges extreme caution, but it also
points out the need for action. Faculty are called
upon right the ship of their disciplines. If they re-
main silent, others — who may care less for the hu-
manities — will step into the breach.

Gary Saul Morson is a professor of Slavic languages and
literatures at Northwestern University.

boom after 15 years of Depression and
war. Lahr, channeling Miller’s vision of America
through a “Marxian lens” acquired in the 1930s,
says the play dramatizes “the barbarity of Ameri-
can individualism.” The play depicts “the envy and
the exhaustion” of mid-century America.

This overwrought and underthought assessment
insinuates that Loman’s tormented, eventually de-
lusional, finally suicidal psyche mirrors America’s.
Lahr understands Miller's mentality when writing
“Death of a Salesman.” Fortunately, Miller’s poli-
tics remain irrelevant to what moves audiences 77
years after the play’s Broadway debut.

The polmcal leﬁ: always and everywhere, de-
plores i which produc-
es a lonely, chilly society needing the warmth of
collectivism. Lahr says Loman exemplifies “Amer-
ican individualism, in which the value of the self
is hopelessly tangled with the question of wealth.”
In America, “cultural envy” and “invidious com-
parison” “drives society forward but also drives us
crazy.”

Miller, nostalgic for wartime solidarity, lament-
ed that Americans’ concentration turned from
“society to the self” He later wrote that his play
“opened in peacetime when we were once again

Willy Loman is a casually nol
of this or that sociely. bul of
perennial human foibles.

free to destroy each other” Peace, not war, is hell.

The postwar American left has often defined it-
self by its aesthetic recoil from middle-class Amer-
ican enjoyments (cars with too much chrome, and
other “self-aggrandizements”). The left thinks the
pursuit of individual happiness takes too high a
toll on social solidarity, an idea discordant with
this 250th anniversary.

Miller’s politics would have been the death of
his play were Loman presented as Miller thought
of him — as a social symptom. That play would
today be as dated and boring as a 77-year-old po-
litical tract. Loman, like Lear, remains riveting be-
cause he is not a mere reflection of a particular
social context. He is something more universal: a
casualty not of this or that society, but of perennial
human foibles.

“The mass of men lead lives of quiet despera-
tion,” wrote Henry David Thoreau in “Walden” in
1854, before American capitalism burgeoned, and
a century before post-1945 America disgusted Mill-
er. And Thoreau was mistaken. Most people meet
life’s difficulties by coping, then move on.

Loman’s unquiet, raving, finally fatal despera-
tion is not “tragic,” as tragedy is often understood:
a great flaw dooming a great person. Loman is
nevertheless a movingly sad figure eliciting pa-
thos. We go to the theater to be moved, not to be
lectured.

“I am not a dime a dozen,” Loman cries, trying
to convince himself. His wife, watching him stum-
ble toward suicide, exclaims:

“I don’t say he’s a great man. Willy Loman nev-
er made a lot of money. His name was never in
the paper. He’s not the finest character that ever
lived. But he’s a human being, and a terrible thing
is happening to him. So attention must be paid.”

If there are more remembered words in an
American play than those last four, they are a sim-
ilar cri de coeur from Tennessee Williams's 1947 “A
Streetcar Named Desire.” Blanche DuBois, her de-
lusions of Southern grandeur fading, cries, “I have
always depended on the kindness of strangers.”
Another timeless human condition.

In 1950, sociologist David Riesman’s “The Lone-
ly Crowd” diagnosed “other-directed” individuals
whose inner emptiness makes them desperate to
win approval by conformity to social norms. After
arecent performance, Nathan Lane noted the pur-
suit of “likes” by people posting on social media.
Many are salesmen selling themselves, begging for
attention to be paid.
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L.ebanon conflict holds echoes of 1982 — and Israeli failure

t was Mark Twatn who famously sxid
that “history doesn’t repeat itself,
but it often rhymes" In other words,
events rarely recur in exactly the
same way, but the similarities can be
striking, and often painfully so. The
direction in which the war between Israr]
and Hezbollah in Lebanon Is beading, frighi-
eningly, reminds me of whsat Js
“First Lebanon War of 1982." as well as several
other Isracli military incursions into its north
ern neighbor, which ended with significant
losses and no lasting politeal achievements.
Back in 1982, under the guise of pushing
Palestinian militants away from the Isracli
Lebanese border, Isracl fell into the trap
of using the attempted assassination of its
ambassador to the UK, Shiomo Argov, as
a pretext to launch a preplanned regime
change operation in Lebanon. The plan had
been concocted in coordination with right
wing Christian factions in the country. 1t ook
Israel 18 years to leave Lebanon, and by then
the genie was oat of the bottle: Hezbolluh,

o calls the

2E
Lebanese soclety
Is exhausted by
being canght in
the crossfire

o AR B A

a Shiite movement allied with Iran, had
emerged not only as a major palitical force
bast also ns a formidable military one.

Farty years ago, the decision to emhark on
what was initially described as an “operation”
and later became a full-scale war was taken
by the first Lilud prime minister, Menachem
Begin, and hs hawkish Defense Minister,
Ariel Shiaron, Together with Mossiad, Sharon
was the mastermind behind a wide-ranging
plan to destroy the PLO' infrastructure in
Lebanon, force Syria out of the country, and
mstall a friendly Christian-dominated govern

ment led by Bashir Gemayel, who would then

sign a peace treaty with Isracl.

It did not take long for the rpsd military
advance to Beirut and the occupation of
paarts of Lebanon to collide with the reality
of the country's deeply fragmented political
Landscape. Although Gemayel was elected
president as the sole candidare, his assassina-

tion marked the beginning of the end of this
grand fantasy and the start of a long nightmare.
T'o male matters worse, Israc] allowed

YOSS| MEKELBERG
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Christian Phalangist forces o enter the Pales-
tinian refugee camps of Sabra and Shatila

in Beirut, where they carried out a horrific
massacre. The episode severely tarnished
Israels inmernational reputation. What
followedd were I8 years of the Israeli military
struggting in Lebanon's quagmire. Although
Yasser Arafat and the PLO leadership were
forced into exile, the vacuum they left behind
paved the way for Hezbollah, which would
prove to he a far more challenging adversary
Moge than $0 years later, Israed is once again
occupying much of the Lebunese territory
south of the Litani River and, following

the recent capture of Beaufort Castie, has
expanded its ground offensive even further.
But to what end?

Whiat makes the curvent situation even
more dangerous is the presenoe of the most
right-wing government in Israel’s history,
sotme elements within which appear 1o
openite with few moral constradnts, and even
Jess strategic understanding, are already
contemplating the permanent occupation

and settiement of parts of southern Lebanon,
On the Lebanese side, Hezbollah is a different
proposition from the PLO. It is fighting not
only to survive Israel's assault but also to
maintain its relevance in Lebanese palitics
by presenting itself as the standard-bearer of
resistance to Israel

There is little doubi that Hezbollah's close
ties to the frandan regime are complicating
efforts to find a solution, Yet they also create
a shared interest of both the Isracdi and
Lebanese governments in reducing the threat
posed by Hezbollah and, by extension, Tran,

The current Lebanese government, and
much of Lebanese v, 15 exhausted by
being caught in the crossfire between these
opposing lorces and is paying a heavy price
For a war in which it has little interest
Weakening Hezbollah is as much
in Lebanon's interest as it is in Israel's,
This convergence of interests should

encourage Israel to make it easter for its
counterpart in Beirut to negotiate a long
term ceasefire agreement

L X ]
The prospect
of a clean divorce
Is a mirage

Geography of wealth ties Sudan’s feuding factions together

ecades after South Sudan
voted overwhelmingly
to break Africa’s largest
country in two, a new
scam is being stitched into
Sudan's political fabric.
In diplomatic circles and even on social
media, speculation has hardened into a
strange [ascination: that the war between
the Sudanese Armed Forces and the Rapid
Support Forces is headed toward a “Liby
afication” of Sudan, cleaving the riverine
heartland from the western peripheries of
Darfur and Kordofan.
On the ground, the conflict has indeed
entrenched two rival administrations.
Yet the prospect ol a clean, imternation-
ally recognized divorce is a mirage. Sudan
is destined to remain a single state
perpetually broken, violently contested,
and incapable of governing itself either
as a coherent whole or through a surgical
amputation
Gen. Abdel Fattah Al-Burhan's SAF
operates from the Red Sea city of Port Sudan,

preserving the institutional skeleton of the
old regime: the central bank’s transaction
records, the Foreign Ministry s diplomatic
cables, and control of the arterial highways
that channel agricultural exports toward the
port that handles more than 90 percent of
the countrys legitimate foreign trade,

On the other Band, Gen, Mohamed
Hamdan “Hemedti” Dagalo has established
a shadow “state” across Greater Darfur
and chunks of Rordofan. Since late 2025,

a self-proclaimed civilian administration

in Nyala, South Darfur, has issucd ministe
rial decrees, collected informal taxes, and
printed its own identification documents.
No caplital has recognized it, but within its
territory it runs the schools, the clinics, and
the checkpoints

Parallel to the military fragmentation,

a populist discourse has taken root in

the Nile Valley that frames partition as
liberation. The “State of the River and Sea™
movement argues that the north should
cleave itsell from Darfur and Kordofan. It
is rhetonic that draws from the deep veins
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of anti-Darfurd and anti-pastoralist senti-
ment, promising that a smaller, ethnically
homogeneous Sudan might finally stabilize
The campaign has since mobilized diaspora
communitics, gaining truction among
northern elites who see the western terri
torles as a permanent economic drain and a
security lability

For all the visible scaffolding of two
separate governments, however, a formal
partition cannot work. Neither fiction can
afford to sever the territory, and the Horn of
Africa cannot absorb the shock of a multi
state collapse

The flrst obstacle is geography, and it §s
called Rordofan, Unlike the 2011 secession
of South Sudan, which followed a clear
administrative boundary established in
colonial times, the front lines slicing through
Rordofan are jagped, constantly shifting,
and studded with heavily armed commu
nities. Kordofan is the hinge between the
Nile Valley and the western provinces. Its

desert roads and gum arabic orchards form a
nonnegotiable strategic cormdor

Moreover, South Sudan's only erude oil
export pipeline winds through Kordofan's
Muglad Basin to Port Sudian, For the SAF,
losing Kordofan would cut off pipeline
revenues and sever the eastern heartland
from Darfur’s gold and livestock, turning
the west Into a hostile bloc on its doorstep
For the RSF, relinquishing Kordofan would
cut its supply lines to weapons smuggled
through Libya and Chad and choke off the
pastoral migration routes that sustain its
tribal base, Consequently, the battle for
Kordofan is existential, and it preciudes
any stable demarcation.

The geography of wealth further ties the
antagonists together,

Darfur and Rordofan host most of Sudan’s
tivestock — a herd of over 100 million head.,
with camels, cattle, and sheep that consti
tute one of the world's largest live-animal
export trades. Those animals cannot walk
themselves to foreign markets; they require
the quarantine stations, veterinary certifi
cations, and refrigerated shipping berths
concentrated in Port Sudan
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Global focus shifts to hot spots beyond Iran

has yet to be signed,
attention Is increas-
ingly turning to
other geopolitical
challenges that might become hot spots
in the future. Perhaps the key takeaway
from the crisis in the Middle East s the
huge human and economic cost of the war,
including in energy markets. While a global
recession may be averted, the costs have

Malaysia, Vietnam, and Bnunei that are
frequently in dispute with China about this
key economic channel.

Any significant conflict, which could result
in an afr and sea blockade, ordlrrd:lw:km
Taiwan, is f by Bloomberg E
to potentially be even bigger than the Ian
crisis. It conld cost the global economy
up 1o $I0.7 trillion, around 9.6 peroent of
global economic output, in the first year
alone. To put these numbers into perspec-
tive, the damage woukl be greater than the

been eye-wateringly high, economic impact of the
including with well over “ global pandemic from
3,000 people report- 2020 onwards — plus also
edly killed Moreover, the  ‘The South China Sea  the 200700 international
worst economic ramifica- been financial crisis which led
thons are potentially still 1o has ,Ione of the to the collapse of Lehman
be felt in some nations, as key Brothers and other major
the International Mon- mstitutions,
etary Fund and World Bank flagged at their A key reason the cost could be even higher
spring meetings a few weeks ago. than in the Middie East is that Taiwan is

In the walke of the Middle East crisis anation of the highest importance in the
much intermational attention is tuming to global semiconductor supply chain. Any
other geopolitical fissures that could also conflict could severely damage firms depen-

have profound tmplications for the global
economy. This includes the South China Sea,
a magor waterway where about $4 trillion
of goads is transported a year, or about

30 percent of global maritime trade, The
emerging fault lines in the waters include
continuing tensions with not just the US, but
also other countries such as the Philippines,

dent on Tadwan's chips. 1t s also probable
that trade between China and the US plus
their closest partners would nosedive.
Shipping in the South China Sea could
alsaslow to a trickle. There might also be
corrections in many stock markets which are
currently at, or near, all-time highs centered
around the future potential of AT and wider

ANDREW HAMMOND

Andrew Hammond % wn
aneociule 4T LI OUAS of the
Landan Schoo of Cooromias.

For ful varsion, iog on 1o

tech which is dependent on chips.
Overall, the forecast impact by Bloom-
berg Economics ks about 23 percent of
gross domestic product in South Korea, 147
percent in Japan, 1l percent for China, 10.9
pervent for the EU, India 8 percent, and 6.6
percent for the US, The impact could also be
huge for wider nations, not least from dimin-

Kim Jong Un several times, including at the
Singapore summit in 2018, but no major
peace breakthrough was uitimately deliv-
ered. Pyongyang has since sakd that it woulkd
continue expanding its nuclear arsenal and
dismissed renewed US calls for denucleariza-
tion as an “anachronistic dream.”

Coincidentally, Chinese President Xi

ished investor confidence, Jinping visited North Kovea last week for
The South China Sea has been one of the: first time since the pandemic. Discus-
the key issues discussed formally and on slons about North Korea's denucleariza-
the rargins of 3 wide range of key recent ton were notably absent from state media
global security events, N readouts of the talks, In
including the Shangri La “ recent years, Beijing has
oconference, Asia’s premier significantly toned down
geopolitical event, in Escalation of tenslons  its calls to denuclearize
Singapore Last month. could hit the global e peninsulaand largely
Sesstons were scheduled X avodded mentioning the
notonly on “Asia’s maritime economy hard subject publicly. This
security disorder* and despite the fact that Kim
“managing threats to strategic stability by in 2024 formally declared that South Korea
enhancing lttoral security in Asta” but also is the North's "principal enemy” While any
“or jonal security threats” “buildi hot conflict remains a worst-case soenario, it
defense resilience” would also wipe trillions from global GDIY

regional tensions amid global competition.”
and “evolving security partnenships in a
fragmenting world”

potential conflict that worries many in the
world is the Korean Pendnsula with North
Korea now a nuclear power, In US President
Donald Trumps first term, from 2017 to 2021,
he met with his North Korea counterpart

Taken together, and framed by the tran
crisis, a fresh look is bedng taken at a wider
range of geopolitical challenges that could be
future hot spots.

As over the last three-and-a-half months
in the Mididle East, the escalation of tensions
mldhlnhe:ﬂnlcmnmnyhml.ndraht
risks of the i U e
to wider grographics.

Whatif Europe loses access to its climate data?

BERTRAND BADRE AND STEPHANE VOISIN

ast October, Signe Ratso, climate research and digital systems. Instead
deputy director-general of of instituting outright hans, US policymakers
the Directarate-General for can quietly shape what is studied and how.
Research and Innovation of The EU seems well-equipped 1o counter
the European Commission, this threat. The General Data Protection
isstved a stark waming while Regulation, the Data Act, the ATAct and
speaking on a panel at the European Parlia- soon the Cloud and Al Development Act are
ment. “When critical datasets and analytical meant to defend the bloc's digital sover-
tools are hosted outside™ the KL, she ex: elgnty. But Europe’s regulatory fortress
plained, “their acvess or even the content ... hass a foundational weakness: overrdiance
candmul)tmlmumuul Ann:mlt. on foreign-controlled infrastructure and
"oore scientific values can be comp " i Equally worrying are Europe’s
Katso remarks highlight exoessive focus on compli-
one of the main issues “ ance, rather than opera-
facing European climate tional implementation, and
researchers. While many Concentration of :;dmuxgtmlmdmld
people are focused on ng of usage governanoe,
the implicationsof the control creates an particubirty for AL
“backlash” against sustain- asymmetry Over the past decade,
ahility for the Enropean for example, the share of

Green Deal, these conversations — as impor
tant as they are — overlook the less visible,
bt wrguably more significant, problem of
data extraterritoriality,

The threat is subtle. The US has enacted
laws that give it effective control over data

ESG fenvironmental, social, governance)
and climate datasets and models owned or
controlled by non-EU actors has steadily
grown. Now, according (o the PARC Founda-
tion's ESG Data Cartography, more than 80
pereent of the ESG data valume used in the

and digital infrastructure, regardless of EL falls into this category.
whcmt}rymbmttd.mma T‘hiswmmﬁmdmnﬂﬂua
son of the US 1 ional y. Europe writes the rules,
“Traffic in Arms Regulations, which govern hmluﬂngthetmwﬁmﬁuhﬁy
the export of military technologies and Reporting Directive and the Sustainable

technical data into the civilian realm. Such
instruments allow the US to exert

Fﬁmrl)iu:!ﬂmmﬂmlamm that are
of

P

by impesing traceahility and end-use
monitoring on sensitive fields such as

for vast
mm:ﬁdmmmmw
mies, climate-risk analy

&9

| pathways, and just-transition policies. But
Ihenmb'wlmbﬂmmmdmm

to create a centralized, open repository for
climate transition-related data from compa-

power are overwl

nies workdwide, has stalled, Likewise, the

Wlu!mhsnrm‘nmypnmm scope of the European Single Access Point,
troubling is its cumudative effect. The raw which is set to go live in 2027, has narrowed
diata feed models that improve with scale amid a simplification pash.
and the most advanced systems become ever F.mupﬁmcnumumalm
more dy and difficult place. Over infe that it does not
time, this dynamic could lock Europe into 1 control. In February, US Energy Secretary
dependency on the forelgn-owned infrastruc- — Clirls Wright reportedly ashed the nter-

ture that captures the economic value of ESG
data. Such ownership concentration is not

national Energy Agency to abandon its
climate scenarios, long regarded as the global

only a sovervignty risk, but benchmark for decarboniza-
also a competitiveness trap. “ tion pathways, and the closest
Alisacoelerating the thing 1o a shired net-zero
process. While traceability Data sovereignty  soripturehat the workd has.
of training data —along with s more than a “This episode highlights how
documentation and audit- contested an agreed theory of
ahility — isa prerequisite for political slogan  dupge can become, At stake
Al pccess to EU markets, that is more than the execution
is not necessarily how it works in practice, of specific policies: the EU's entire climate
especially because compliance deadlines are agenda and even its foundational values could
Berthand Sk & e still far away. And while it s concetvable that come under threat. Of course, the answer s
maregng dvsotcr of the Targe languaee models coulel it as effective not digital sutarky. Instead of cutting itsell
ma;:u:mﬁ- safeguards against climate-skeptic narmatives off from the rest of the warld, Europe must
St SR i el o on social media, they hive tended to cxhibit promote freedom of choioe.
m:ﬁ;%mwcn y biases and, in some Mamuﬁgxzkmﬂ:mapnlﬁ;:
a . CHS, falsehoods. B h by slogan; it could determine Europe’s 1o
R PARC shows a significant gap b Grok  produce its own knowled:
and DeepSeek in terms of spreading climate ’rommhaleuilgidendﬂcmd
L dnformati Industrial force in climate policy, renew-
Irtaut Louis Bacheber Efforts to make these data publicly acces- able energy, and sustainability, the EU
DFropct Syratoate sihle have fallen short of their potential. must secure access o the underying data

For Nl vorsion o on ta

The Net-Zero Data Pablic Utility, now called

! the Climate Data Utility, launched in 2022

and analytics. That requines taking Ratso's
warning seriously.
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