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Building consensus
The 18th BRICS Summit pushed for
changes in traditional power equations

eaffirming the importance of reformed
R multilateralism in a world riven with un-
ilateral actions by superpowers emerged
as a binding theme of the 18th BRICS Summit and
the New Delhi Declaration. The Summit’s success
could be measured by three main parameters —
the participation of members at the highest le-
vels, the importance given to intra-BRICS trade
cooperation mechanisms and the consensus
achieved by Indian negotiators in forging a joint
statement in a time of war. The government
should be commended for ensuring that Iran and
the UAE, two rivals in the West Asian conflict,
used the occasion for their highest-level bilateral
meeting since the war began. The New Delhi De-
claration, which was issued despite scepticism
about all the differences within the grouping,
presented the BRICS as a formidable front in its
20th year. Among the BRICS members, the posi-
tion of Saudi Arabia, which has yet to formally
join the group, remains ambiguous, as Foreign
Minister Faisal bin Farhan Al Saud arrived after
the main session where the joint statement was
adopted on Saturday. For the other members, ho-
wever, the consensus was clear on issues of glo-
bal importance. The declaration made a call for
the reform of the Security Council and support
for a greater role for Brazil and India while re-
commending new initiatives for global gover-
nance, It condemned western sanctions and ta-
riffs and resolved to improve intra-BRICS trade
and transact more in local currencies. It also con-
demned unilateral wars, without criticising any
member. While the statement omitted references
to the U.S.-Israel attacks on Iran, the assassina-
tion of Iran’s Supreme Leader Ali Khamenei, and
of Iran’s retaliatory attacks on its neighbours, es-
pecially the UAE, it is understood that this was
due to a last-moment compromise effected bet-
ween the two countries so as to forge the agreed
text. It also took an exceptionally strong position
on Israel’s actions in Palestine and Lebanon.
India’s fourth BRICS chairship has given bal-
last to its reputation as a Global South balancer
with easy access to both sides of a divided world,
while delivering bilateral benefits. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s close attention to Iran’s Presi-
dent Masoud Pezeshkian would have gone some
way in assuaging hurt feelings, when New Delhi
appeared to be tilting towards the U.S. and Israel
in the war. Mr. Modi’s meeting with Chinese Pre-
sident Xi Jinping also afforded the two countries
a chance to reaffirm their political will to normal-
ise ties. And his meeting with important leaders
from the ASEAN grouping and African nations
paid much-needed attention to India’s ties with
them. This BRICS Summit will be remembered
for a moment of solidarity among countries that
have many differences but are together in desir-
ing a shift in traditional power equations to one
more driven by their emerging economies.
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Arising graph
Doping is now a deep-rooted culture
in Indian sports
A tleast 13 doping positives in the run-up to

the recent Commonwealth Games and
the upcoming Asian Games have again
put India in an embarrassing spotlight. For a
country that has been notoriously leading the
global doping charts for three consecutive years,
the spate of positive results across disciplines in-
cluding athletics, weightlifting, wrestling, wushu
and judo, has not only brought shame but has al-
so robbed India of some berths in these presti-
gious events. The dope-tainted names have
forced authorities to pull them out of the Aichi-
Nagoya Asian Games squad. More such names
are expected to trickle out in the coming weeks.
Lucrative cash incentives for Asian Games medal-
lists are a major factor driving athletes and coach-
es to take shortcuts, risking their health and rep-
utation, as well as the country’s pride. While the
spike in dope-positive results ahead of major mul-
ti-sport events is not new, the jump this time is a
cause for concern. The matter getting raised dur-
ing the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) work-
shops in Delhi, the Athletics Integrity Unit (AIU)
downgrading India due to an extremely high risk
of doping, and an international agency recently
conducting surprise tests in Bhubaneswar and
Bengaluru indicate the seriousness of the issue.
Even though National Sports Federations have
been expressing concern, it cannot be said that
they are strict to the core to curb the menace.
Despite being seriously understaffed, the Nation-
al Anti-Doping Agency (NADA), which shoulders
the primary anti-doping responsibility in India,
has significantly increased the number of tests
and raids based on intelligence gathering. But it
needs to do more in a vast and populous country
to discourage doping. Besides, NADA needs to get
out of the government’s control to function truly
independently in order to enhance its effective-
ness. Proper implementation of the National An-
ti-Doping (Amendment) Act, 2025, to give more
powers to NADA and its allied bodies, is another
requirement. With dope testing becoming cos-
tlier and NADA needing more staff, the govern-
ment can bolster the fight against doping by in-
creasing the overall budget allocation, which was
reduced in the current budget. The other chal-
lenge is to cut the supply line, as India has be-
come a hub for the trade in banned substances
sourced from different countries. An Indian serv-
ing a jail term in Kenya for illegally importing per-
formance-enhancing drugs stands as proof of
this. As India prepares for the 2030 Common-
wealth Games and hopes to host the Olympics in
the future, it needs to act resolutely to weed out a
deep-rooted doping culture in Indian sports.

»

Terror’s changing face, India’s counter-terror strategy

e terror attack carried out by

al-Qaeda on the Twin Towers in New

York on September 11, 2001 was

neither the first major terrorist attack
in the world nor the first against the United
States. But it fundamentally changed how
terrorism would be fought in the decades that
followed

Over the past 25 years, the global security
landscape, including that of India, has changed
irreversibly. The forms of terrorism have evolved,
the instruments used to perpetrate terror have
changed, and so too have the strategies adopted
by countries around the world to counter
terrorism.

We no longer hear of large terror groups
operating under ruthless terrorist leaders such as
al-Qaeda founder Osama bin Laden or Abu Bakr
al-Baghdadi, who led the Islamic State and called
for the establishment of an Islamic Caliphate.
Instead, terror groups have morphed into
smaller, more autonomous entities. Lone-wolf
attacks are becoming the norm, while
technologies such as drones, cyber capabilities,
and even artificial intelligence are being used not
only by terror groups but also by nations
combating terrorism.

From an Indian standpoint, 9/11 certainly
helped bring greater attention to India’s concerns
over cross-border terrorism, particularly in
Kashmir. However, it was not until the 26/11
Mumbai terror attacks (November 2008) that the
world truly stood in solidarity with India and
acknowledged its fight against cross-border
terrorism. Over the years, India’s strategy
towards terrorism has evolved — from a passive
strategy of merely warning Pakistan but not
punishing it, to a bold and active strategy that
classifies any act of terrorism backed by support
from across the border as an ‘act of war’.

The starting years saw a passive response
Although cross-border terror commenced in
Kashmir in early 1990s, the first major terror
attack did not come from the Kashmir Valley. The
assassination of former Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhi by the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam
terror group of Sri Lanka on May 21, 1991in
Sriperumbudur, Tamil Nadu shook the nation.

With no clearly defined counter-terror strategy
and a rapidly expanding terror network in
Kashmir, India found itself stretched. The March
1993 Mumbai serial blasts, which killed over 250
people in 13 coordinated blasts across the city,
and the synchronised blasts across Coimbatore
city (Tamil Nadu) in February 1998 exposed the
inadequacies of India’s internal security
mechanisms to detect and fight terror inside the
country.

However, the direct role of Pakistan was first
exposed with the hijack of Indian Airlines flight
1C-814, on December 24, 1999. Under tremendous
public pressure and with very few options, India
agreed to release dreaded Pakistan-based
terrorists such as Ahmed Omar Sheikh and
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Masood Azhar in exchange for more than 160
civilian hostages. The attack on India’s Parliament
in New Delhi by the Pakistan-based
Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM) terrorist group on
December 13, 2001 outraged India and led to a
large-scale military mobilisation under ‘Operation
Parakram’. With India and Pakistan having
acquired nuclear weapons, the threat of
escalation grew, prompting the international
community to rush in to cool tempers. After
almost two years of a tense standoff, the military
disengagement took place without any direct
punishment on Pakistan. The 26/11 Mumbai
terror attacks — widely considered India’s 9/11
moment — also did not lead to any military action
against Pakistan.

There were other terror attacks too, such as
the 2002 Akshardham Temple attack, the 2006
Varanasi serial bomb blasts, and the 2010
German Bakery blast in Pune. Delhi, too, was not
left untouched by terror. Even before the
Parliament attack, an Army garrison within the
Red Fort was targeted on December 22, 2000 by
Lashkar-eTaiba (LeT) terrorists, ing in the

launched Operation Sindoor on May 6-7, hitting
the heart of the Pakistan-based terror network. In
a matter of 96 hours, the leaders and
headquarters of the terror networks (LeT and
JeM) were destroyed and Pakistani military assets
were pulverised.

Where India stands on terror now
India has come a long way since the menace of
cross-border terrorism took root in Kashmir in
the early 1990s. From a passive and reactive
policy, India has emerged as a leading voice in the
global fight against terrorism. Soon after
Operation Sindoor, India declared three clear
intentions — first, that the era of restraint and
patience is over, and Pakistan will have to pay a
direct and heavy price for any terror attack in the
future. Second, that any future act of
cross-border terrorism emanating from Pakistan
will be treated as an ‘act of war’. Third, that
Pakistani nuclear blackmail will no longer be a
restraining factor.

India also unvelled PRAHAAR', its first
National Counter-Terrorism

deaths of three soldiers. In October 2005, over 60
people were killed in serial blasts that rocked
popular Delhi markets, including Sarojini Nagar
and Paharganj. Again, in September 2008,
months before the 26/11 Mumbai attacks, multiple
blasts rocked commercial areas of Delhi,
including Connaught Place, Greater Kailash, and
Karol Bagh. On September 7, 2011, a briefcase
bomb exploded outside the Delhi High Court,
killing 15 people. The attack was claimed by
Harkat-ul-Jihad Islami (HUJI), a terror group
affiliated with al-Qaeda and largely based in
Pakistan. In all these cases, and many others,
India chose not to respond directly and
decisively, even after conclusive proof of
Pakistan’s direct support for these attacks. How
and when, then, did India change its strategy?

Taking the fight across the border

It was after a change of government at the Centre
in May 2014, and its resolve not to let terror go
unpunished, that India changed its strategy
towards cross-border terrorism. The terror attack
on September 18, 2016 by Jaish-e-Mohammed
(JeM) terrorists on an Army camp in Un Kashmlr,
led to the first cross-border surgical strik

(September 28-29). The strikes not only sent a
strong message but also served as a clear
statement of intent. Soon thereafter, following the
terror attack on a Central Reserve Police Force
convoy in Pulwama, Kashmir, on February 14,
2019, the Indian Air Force (IAF) launched strikes
on a JeM terror camp in Balakot. This marked the
first time that the IAF had crossed into Pakistani
airspace to carry out a strike against a terror
target.

However, it was the terror attack in Pahalgam
on April 22, 2025 that outraged the nation like
never before. Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
who was on a visit to Saudi Arabia, returned to
India and soon after, the Indian armed forces

Pohcy and Strategy, on February 23, 2026. The
policy provides a national counter-terrorism
framework for preventing and responding to
terrorist activities and radicalisation through
coordinated “whole-of-government” and
“whole-of-society” approaches.

Although the number of terror-related
incidents in Kashmir has declined drastically, the
possibility of a few terrorists infiltrating across the
Line of Control (LoC) and evading intelligence
and security agencies remains. The answer lies in
a four-fold strategy. First, continue to hunt down
and eliminate the remnants of the terror network
in the country, particularly in Kashmir. Second,
take pre-emptive military action against any
potential terror threat building across the LoC,
including at terrorist launch pads. With years of
experience and a deeply embedded intelligence
network, this is possible. Third, undertake an
exhaustive de-radicalisation programme across
the country that not only motivates young people
to join the mainstream but also makes the
prospect of joining or supporting a terror outfit
unattractive and prohibitively costly. Fourth, take
all necessary steps to cut off terror financing, in
close coordination with friendly countries.

Twenty-five years after 9/11, the threat of
terrorism across the globe has not been
eliminated but has instead morphed into new
forms. At the i Cooperation O; isation
Summit in Bishkek on September 1, Mr. Modi
called out the double standards on terrorism and
said, “We must send a strong message to
countries that use terrorism as an instrument of
policy and provide safe haven and support to
terrorists that terrorism can never be a strategic
asset for anyone.” At the 18th BRICS Summit in
New Delhi, an exclusive paragraph on the
Pahalgam terror attack was included in the Delhi
Declaration, clearly underscoring the growing
global consensus on combating terrorism.

Pakistan’s westward turn — strategic depth or overstretch

he defence cooperation agreement signed

by Pakistan and Kuwait on August 27,

2026, is the latest manifestation of
Pakistan’s rapidly expanding strategic footprint in
West Asia. The agreement assumes greater
significance when viewed alongside Pakistan’s
membership of the Saudi Arabia-Tiirkiye-Pakistan
defence arrangement and its recent role as an
intermediary between Iran and the United States.

Enduring links

Pakistan’s West Asian orientation has deep
historical roots. From its inception, it attempted
to combine its South Asian geopolitical identity
with that of a major Muslim power. During the
Cold War, Pakistan, Iran and Tiirkiye were linked
through the Central Treaty Organization (CENTO)
and subsequently through the Regional
Cooperation for Development.

The decisive turn towards the Arab world
came after Pakistan’s defeat and dismemberment
in 1971. It sought to compensate for its diminished
position in South Asia by emphasising its Islamic
identity, symbolised by the Islamic summit held
in Lahore in 1974. Pakistan simultaneously
developed extensive military relationships with
Saudi Arabia and the Gulf monarchies.

What is new, therefore, is not Pakistan’s
involvement in West Asia but its increasing
institutionalisation. The Makkah Agreement of
August 7 stipulated that an armed attack against
one member would be regarded as an attack
against all. The three countries moved quickly to
give the arrangement institutional substance. At
the August 31 meeting in Istanbul, their Foreign
and Defence Ministers and military chiefs
decided to establish a permanent secretariat in
Saudi Arabia, with a Pakistani serving as its first
Secretary-General for three years. They also
agreed to strengthen military interoperability and
pursue defence-industrial cooperation, including
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joint technology development and production.

But the new arrangement is already
confronting Pakistan with the contradictions
inherent in its expanding West Asian role.
Renewed Houthi missile and drone attacks
against Saudi Arabia created the first serious test
of the Makkah pact. The Houthis’ recent capture
of Mocha port and Perim island have further
added to their capability to choke off Saudi
shipping through the Bab al-Mandab. With the
Strait of Hormuz effectively closed by Iran, a
frustrated Saudi Arabia may re-launch a
full-fledged war against the Houthis. This could
create a major dilemma for Pakistan especially if
Riyadh decides to invoke the collective-defence
provision of the Makkah agreement.

Pakistan wants to be Saudi Arabia’s security
partner, Tiirkiye’s strategic ally, Iran’s friend and
interlocutor, Washington’s useful intermediary,
and an increasingly important security provider
to the Gulf monarchies. These roles are
compatible when regional tensions are
manageable. They become irreconcilable when
they are not.

‘What it means for India
For India, Pakistan’s westward turn presents both
a challenge and a potential relief. A Pakistan
embedded in a network of West Asian security
relationships may acquire defence in depth. Saudi
financial resources, Turkish defence technology
and Pakistan’s expanding relationships with Gulf
militaries can theoretically increase Islamabad’s
resilience in a confrontation with India. Tiirkiye is
already Pakistan’s most vocal major supporter on
Kashmir. Pakistan’s nuclear status also enhances
its strategic value to Arab states concerned about
an increasingly unstable regional order because
of nuclear-armed Israel’s aggressive policies.

But strategic depth can easily become strategic
overstretch. Pakistan’s security establishment has

historically concentrated overwhelmingly on
India. A Pakistan increasingly required to devote
diplomatic, military and intelligence resources to
Iran, Saudi Arabia, the Gulf, Yemen and the Red
Sea may have fewer resources to concentrate on
India.

The current Saudi-Houthi confrontation and
the distinct possibility of it spawning a war clearly
demonstrate the danger of Pakistan’s strategic
overstretch. The deeper Pakistan becomes
embedded in West Asian security arrangements,
the harder it will become to remain aloof from
the region’s conflicts. If the Houthi-Saudi
confrontation escalates, Islamabad may
eventually have to choose between honouring the
credibility of its collective-defence commitments
and maintaining its carefully cultivated
relationship with Tehran, the Houthis’ principal

y.

India should therefore resist interpreting
Pakistan’s growing West Asian role in purely
negative terms. Saudi Arabia, the United Arab
Emirates and the other Gulf states have major
economic and strategic relationships with India
that they are unlikely to sacrifice for Pakistan.
New Delhi should continue deepening these
relationships as a counter to Pakistan’s expanding
footprint in West Asia.

The consolidation of Pakistan’s West Asian
relationships undoubtedly provides it with
greater strategic depth vis-a-vis India. But those
very relationships expose it to some of the
world’s most combustible rivalries. For India,
therefore, Pakistan’s westward turn contains a
paradox. A Pakistan more deeply embedded in a
West Asian security structure may in theory look
strategically stronger. But a Pakistan entangled in
mutually contradictory West Asian commitments
will soon discover that it could be indefinitely
stuck in a quagmire of its own choosing. It is far
more difficult to get off the tiger than to get on it.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

India’s BRICS moment September 13). The
The high-profile 18th BRICS
Summit could not have
come at a more opportune
time, with the United States
flexing its muscles, adopting
a belligerent, obstinate and
defiant stand across a raft
of issues, and treating a
galaxy of countries across
the world with disdain and
contempt (Front page,

India’s steadfast

successful summit is,
undeniably, a testament to

commitment and desire to
usher in an era of durable
peace, stability and security
in the world. One positive
aspect was the interaction
between Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Chinese
President Xi Jinping, which,

it is hoped, will pave the
way for a ratcheting up of
relations between the two
countries, which are
currently far from rosy.
Whether the outcome of the
Summit will lead to an
enhanced level of
cooperation and
coordination among the
participating nations across
a plethora of spheres, and

whether it will have an
impact on Washington’s
style of functioning, only
the days ahead will reveal.
V. Johan Dhanakumar,

visual gesture in the
Assembly serves as a
profound lesson in political
maturity. Mr. Stalin’s injury
should not have been a

True leadership is earned
through decades of public
struggle and administrative
execution, not through
social media reels or

Chennai punchline or a subject for theatrical swipes meant to
mimicry; it was a physical mask governance deficits.

Statesmanship vs theatre scar from 1976. By choosing | R. Sivakumar,

The dignified response by to offer 1ship and Chennai

DMK president M.K. Stalin
to Tamil Nadu Chief Minister
C. Joseph Vijay's recent

constructive advice, Mr.
Stalin held up a mirror to
the current administration.
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Revisiting

s the world

witnesses yet

another war in

West Asia, the
passage of August revives o
the haunting memory of
Iraqi troops invading Kuwait | GinuZacharia
on August 2, 1990. As Oommen
Kuwait bers that chai ofthe
sordid day, another story, Kerala State Food
which has largely been Commission, and

forgotten, also needs to be
remembered — the story of
the migrant workers. For
them, the war was not an
abstract international crisis;
it meant unemployment
and the loss of everything
they had built abroad.

The labourers and
domestic workers were the
most hit, being abandoned
when employers fled. Many
returned empty-handed,
leaving behind wages,
savings, and possessions.
And while some chose to
undertake the arduous
return journey, others had
no choice but to stay back.

There were also cases of
employers utilising the war
as a pretext to withhold
dues. While a UN
Compensation Commission
was set up to retrieve wages,
it was fruitful in
compensating only
white-collar workers and
high-skilled blue-collar
workers while labourers,
domestic workers and other
low-skilled workers lost all
their hard-earned wages.
This is the same story that
unfolded decades later
during the COVID-19 crisis
which triggered the Justice
for Wage Theft Campaign.

However, because of their
dire circumstances, when
the war ended, migrants
went back to the same jobs
and in many cases to the
same employers, proving
that the Gulf Dream was
only a mirage for many.

After the invasion, some
undertook extraordinary
journeys to return home;
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some of them travelled via
roads in cars, crossing many
international borders over
days, and were able to reach
Keralam through informal
networks of assistance.
Many others were evacuated
via civilian-led airlifts, made
possible by the efforts of
diaspora leaders.

However, some stayed
back in the war rather than
returning home to debt, and
adapted in remarkable
ways. One of our
respondents who had then
just opened an electrical
shop, remained in Kuwait,
taking on odd jobs; he
sheltered quite a few fellow
‘migrants and was briefly
detained by Iragi soldiers.
When the war ended, he
reopened his shop under
skies darkened by burning
oil wells, hoping for a
brighter future. A tailor,
who was stranded after his
employer disappeared
without paying his wages,
survived through casual
labour, and sheltered in
basements during the war.

Community as resilience
The invasion also saw
stories of resilience and
courage. When Kuwait was
occupied by Iraq, the Indian
embassy could not continue
its operations and was
formally withdrawn and the
staff relocated to Basra. One
of the migrants recalls how
a voluntary committee of
Indian businessmen
assumed critical roles,
coordinating evacuations,
liaising with officials in
Basra, and arranging buses,
ships, and flights to ensure
that migrants were not left
to fend for themselves. In an
extraordinary move, they
were entrusted to issue
travel documents using
official seals.

Despite logistical hurdles
and long desert waits, these
leaders were able to

uwait’s invasion amid war

evacuate 1,70,000 Indians —
an exceptional instance of
diaspora-led crisis
management in the absence
of state infrastructure and
embassy guidance.

Another striking
manifestation of the war
was the contrasting
response of migrants after
returning to Keralam. In
south Keralam, large public
rallies expressed support for
the Emir of Kuwait, while in
north Keralam, especially
Kozhikode, massive
demonstrations backed the
Iraqi leadership.

The legacy of the
invasion extended well
beyond 1991, with the war
reshaping not only
migration strategies but also
the social geography of the
Malayali diaspora in Kuwait.
A lingering sense of
insecurity took hold, with
workers beginning to save
more aggressively;
transferring money home
quickly; and investing in
land and houses back home.
The social geography of
Kuwait also changed.
Migrants from Keralam who
were never ghettoised,
started clustering in
neighbourhoods such as
Abbasiya — “mini-Kerala” —
creating tightly knit
communities, with
community and religious
organisations assuming
more importance. This
offered emotional support
and a sense of stability to
the migrants. Thus, the war
not only reshaped
individual lives but the
collective outlook of migrant
groups across the Gulf.

As war once again
unsettles West Asia, these
memories acquire renewed
relevance. Migrant workers
continue to build the
economies of the Gulf while
remaining among those
least protected when
conflict erupts.

The evidence gap in dole politics

n May 1795, English
magistrates met at the
Pelican Inn in
Speenhamland,
Berkshire. With food prices
rising and the French
Revolution unsettling the
English establishment, they
decided to top up
agricultural wages from
parish funds, linking
payouts to bread prices and
family size. Hungarian
economic historian Karl
Polanyi later saw this as an
early assertion of a human
“right to live” against the
harshness of the market.

Critics, however, held a
different view. Once wage
support, relief for the poor,
and public finance were
folded into one instrument,
it became unclear what the
system was protecting: poor
families, the wage structure,
employers, or social peace.
By subsidising wages from
public funds, the
Speenhamland system
blurred price signals and
weakened incentives. While
relief could be justified, the
instrument still had to be
judged by its effects. India’s
dole politics must now face
the same test.

Cash support can indeed
be essential in a poor,
informal economy. The
Economic Survey 202526
notes that transfers to
‘women amount to 11-24% of
the monthly income of
women daily-wage workers,
and 11-87% of self-employed
women. But a transfer that
begins as relief can also
become a permanent fiscal
commitment unless there is
a clear account of who
receives it, what it changes,
and what it displaces.

These concerns assume
importance because dole
politics is now a regular
feature of Indian statecraft.
It appears as free electricity,
free bus travel, monthly
cash transfers, subsidised
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Governments
often attach
lofty social
purposes such
as dignity and
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to cash
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rarely publish
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food, and utility subsidies.

PRS Legislative Research
estimates that unconditional
cash transfers to women
alone rose from two States
in 2022-23 to 12 states in
2025-26, with an estimated
annual cost of 31.68 lakh
crore (about 0.5% of GDP).
For example, West Bengal
has moved from Lakshmir
Bhandar to Annapurna
Yojana, budgeting 36,000
crore for a ¥3,000 monthly
transfer to about 1.3 crore
women. Tamil Nadu
allocated 314,412 crore for
the Kalaignar Magalir
Urimai Thogai in its 2026-27
interim budget, and Assam
set aside ¥5,000 crore for
Orunodoi. Such schemes
stake major claims on State
finances.

Need for accountability
Cash may improve welfare,
but it should not become a
substitute for the public
goods that make welfare
durable. The same woman
‘who values %1,500-33,000
may also need a functioning
health centre, childcare, a
good government school, or
access to better work. A
cash transfer may soften the
strain created by weak
institutions, but it cannot,
by itself, address them.
Governments often
attach lofty social purposes
such as dignity and
empowerment to these
transfers, but rarely publish
the model that links
payments to outcomes.
Who exactly is being
targeted? What baseline
data justifies the scheme?
What effect is anticipated on
consumption, debt,
nutrition, schooling, health
spending, labour supply, or
women'’s bargaining power?
Without such answers, it is
unsurprising that much of
India’s dole politics today is
defended by the moral
language of welfare rather

than evidence. An ADB
study, prepared for the 16th
Finance Commission, found
that India lacks a systematic
dataset of government
expenditure on
cash-transfer schemes.

Other democracies also
redistribute and are not
immune to welfare politics.
However, benefits such as
unemployment insurance,
food support, and
healthcare subsidies are
usually tied to eligibility
rules, contribution records,
job-search obligations, or
periodic reassessment.
India need not copy these
systems mechanically. Some
transfers, especially to
women in poor households,
may be better left
unconditional. But the
fewer the conditions placed,
the greater must be the
obligation on governments
to provide evidence.

Alarge recurring transfer
should therefore include a
welfare impact statement
before rollout, detailing the
objective, eligibility rule,
expected coverage, five-year
fiscal cost, alternatives
considered, likely leakage
and exclusion errors, and
measurable outcomes. After
rollout, household surveys
should record not only
whether the transfer was
received but also how it
affected consumption, debt,
health spending, schooling,
mobility, work incentives,
control over household
expenditure, and subjective
well-being. Anonymised
microdata should then be
made available for
independent research.
Schemes that spend public
money on this scale must
survive severe scrutiny.

The case for evidence is
also one of democratic
fairness. Evidence will not
remove politics from
welfare, but it could make
that politics more honest.

SIR: Glaring oddities in Maharashtra’s deletion patterns

A total of 207 crore names have been deleted from Maharashtra’s electoral rolls; the figure is higher than Chhattisgarh’s entire electorate

| DATA POINT |

Pon Vasanth B.A.
itika Francis

nalyses of constituency-

wise deletions and lists of

deletions in Maharashtra
after the enumeration phase of the
Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of
electoral rolls have revealed sever-
al oddities, indicating high chanc-
es of aggressive and arbitrary dele-
tions. The draft SIR roll released
on August 31, showed thata total of
2.07 crore electors have been
dropped from the 288 Assembly
Constituencies (ACs) of Maharash-
tra, which is 21.14% of the 9.79
crore electors whose names were
there on the pre-SIR rolls.

To place Maharashtra’s dele-
tions in context, the 2.07 crore
names dropped is higher than
Chhattisgarh’s entire electorate.
More surprisingly, it is higher than
even the 2.04 crore deletions in Ut-
tar Pradesh, during the SIR; U.P. is
India’s largest State with 13.4 crore
electors — which is bigger than the
number of electors in the draft
rolls of Maharashtra, Karnataka
and Delhi combined.

The Election Commission of In-
dia (EC) has desisted from releas-
ing the Elector to Population (EP)
ratio for any State during the ongo-
ing SIR process despite its own Ma-
nual on Electoral Rolls mandating
it to do so during and after every
revision. An estimate of EP ratio
based on the projected population
in the 18-plus age-group as per the
report of Government of India’s
Technical Group on Population
Projections showed that Maha-
rashtra’s draft rolls are short 0f 1.92
crore electors, which is roughly
the same as the number of dele-
tions (Table 1).

As seen in other States, dele-
tions in Maharashtra were also
highly concentrated in urban areas
(MAP 1). A total of 58 ACs saw at
least one-third of names (33%) in
the rolls getting deleted, of which
25 ACs saw deletions of 40% or
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more. Almost all of these were in
and around the Mumbai, Pune,
Thane and Nashik districts. Bhi-
wandi East in Thane recorded the
highest deletions (49.1%). Of the
3.76 lakh voters, 1.85 lakh names
were deleted.

“Permanently Shifted” and
“Untraceable or Absent” seem to
have been used as blanket catego-
ries to delete large number of

TABLE 1: An estimate of Elector -to-Population ratio shows
that the draft SIR roll is short of roughly the same number of
electors deleted during the enumeration phase

Counting out en masse

The data were sourced from the Election Commission of India. Night-time light intensity from the Socio-economic
High-resolution Rural-Urban Geographic Platform for India (SHRUG) database maintained by the Development Data Lab,
drawn from satellite readings from the year 2023 was used to classify constituencies as urban or rural.

names from the rolls. Table 2
shows a sample of a few consti-

tuencies that saw deletions due to

widely different reasons. Kalyan

Rural in Thane saw 2.52 lakh dele-

Metric Value

Electors before SIR 9,78,54,049
Deletions, 2,06,88,487

Electors in draft SIR rolls 7,71,65,562 (-21.14%)
Projected voter population 9,65.00,000

tions, of which 2.39 lakh (96.5%) Shortfall

-19,334,438 (-20%)

were marked as shifted or absent —

ACs with >33% deletions

58

that is 96-97 in every 100 deleted
voters had either shifted or were
untraceable, as per the EC. But the
constituency saw only 4,882 dele-
tions marked as ‘Deceased’.

In 85 ACs, shifted and absent ac-

Deletion of 2.07 crore
names in Maharashtra is
higher than deletions in
U.P’sfinal SIR rolls

ACs with >40% deletions

25

About 75% of all deletions
happened in the 147
constituencies that are
highly or moderately urban

&

Double check: Booth Level Officers sort enumeration forms
as voter enumeration drive commences in Nagpur. ANl

counted for anywhere between
75% to 96.5% of all deletions.
These 85 had 3.21 crore electors
before SIR, of which 1.17 crore
(36.3%) were deleted. Of these 117
crore deletions, 97.9 lakh (84%)
were marked as shifted or absent.

The Hindu had pointed out how
the EC’s own manual says that an
absentee voter cannot be deleted
from the rolls as they continued to
be an ordinary resident of the
place where they are enrolled. An
FAQ published by the Chief Electo-
ral Officer of Maharashtra says ‘Ab-
sent’ means “the elector was un-
available”. Analysis indicated that

Bhiwandi East: 49.10%

Hingna: 32.01%

Map: Akole in

TABLE 2: A few constituencies that indicate widely different
and non-uniform application of reasons for deletions

FIFTY YEARS AGO SEPTEMBER 14, 1976

Himalaya seminar may
help quake forecasts

New Delhi, September 13: Mr. Chandrajit Yadav,
Union Minister for Steel and Mines while
inaugurating the five-day international seminar
on Himalayan Geology which commenced here
to-day, expressed the hope that the
deliberations at the seminar would lead to some
‘dependable clues’ for the prediction of
earthquakes for future lines of action.

Stressing the importance of earthquake
prediction and the science of seismology for an
agricultural country in India where a large
number of irrigation projects has to be built to
harness its available water resources, the
Minister said “recent earthquakes in some parts
of Asia are reminder to us that at least in India
very little has been done in the way of predicting
earthquakes. Some of the countries have made
remarkable progress in this direction and can
save humanity by sharing their knowledge. The
world community of scientists has to work
collectively. These calamities do not respect
national boundaries.”

Assembly | Pre-SIR | Deletions| Whyisit odd?
(District) electors | (%)
KalyanRural | 548 | 2,52:247 | 0Ny 19%marked
(Thane) lakh | (4g%) | 3oDeceasedthe
lowest in the State
Shrigonda 348 | 40,110 Nea;lyn":‘c?a’s"ej ked
(Ahmednagar)| lakh | (115 | o BEEEC in India
SolapurSouth| 398 | 64,326 | Nearly 25% were
(Solapur) lakh | (162%) Duplicates
Worli 268 | 1,05575 | Only1.3% (3,786)
(MumbaiCity) | lakh | (39.4%) | were Duplicates

saw the lowest per cent of
deletions, compared withits
pre-SIR electoral rolls.

CHART 1: Variations in the use of ‘Shifted’ vs ‘Absent’ within
Pune’s ACs. Values (%) in brackets are deletions in the ACs

buildings.

s i shifted 1% Absent Ml Deceased Ml Duplicate
these two reasons were applied ar- 3 4t Under 10% B8 10 -15%
bitrarily and interchangeably in @J 15 -25% M 25-35% Maval (24%)
several constituencies. I 35% and over Panvati (40.99%)
Table 3 shows the top five dis- i §
tricts that saw extreme variations TABLE 3: The top five districts that saw extreme variations in the Shivalinagar (4¢.3%) SHeN: =
in the per cent of electors deleted per cent of electors being deleted for being ‘Absent’ Pimpri (41.296) 683% |
for being absent. Pune exemplified = How widely did 9% of deletions Bhosari (27.3%) 701% D ]
this problem, as shown in Chart 1. LIS Noof ACs | marked as ‘Absent” vary? Min > Max Purandir (G77%) = ]
Within the same district and Palghar 6 3.35855% ) -
among ACs located nearby, the Pune 21 04588.3% Kathinid (46.2%) S48 |
share of electors marked as shifted Nashik 15 8.1586.5% (e 1 844 .
or absent widely varied. Maval saw 9 73567.3% Pune Cantonment (40.4%) — m
just 322 names (0.4%) marked as Nagpur 12 4.4559.7% S—— T .
Absent while over 77,000 were Wide variations were observed in constituencies within districts that are
marked as shifted. Hadapsar, on largely of similar urban or rural character. In the 15 constituencies in Nadgaon Stiert{30:3%) 15 D |
the other hand, saw 86% of its 2.98 Nashik, electors deleted for being Absent’ varied from 8.1 to 86.5% Hadapsar (45.8%) 883% | |
lakh voters marked as absent.
» |

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO SEPTEMBER 14, 1926

Encouraging British films

London, September 13: In connection with the
British film scheme mentioned in the message of
the 11th September, it is stated that the six Indian
rulers mentioned already have contributed
quarter a million sterling in money, land and

Maharaja of Alwar has offered £100,000 and
free sites for cinema in India.

The Maharaja of Patiala has offered £30,000
H.H. the Aga Khan £35,000 to £40,000.

The remaining princes have not yet decided
on the cash offers but will supply sites and are in
some cases building cinemas.

It is hoped that by the middle of 1927 there
will be a chain of 300 cinemas across India
showing films from Britain and from Dominions
in the proportion of 6 British films for one
screened in other parts of the Empire.

Mr. Niranjan Pal states that the Princes do not
expect any reward for their munificence.

The profits will go to a trust or endowment
fund for the development of films in India.
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Persons missing after ~ Surge in Vinayaka Grievances taken up Number of people India’s steel quota
ferry capsizes off Java  Chathurthi bus travel by Delhi Police during evacuated overnight for exports under
in Indonesia recorded in TN. Thana Divas hearings  from island of Bra¢ India-EU trade pact

Rescuers in Indonesia
140 said at least 140

passengers and crew
were missing on Sunday after a ferry
sailing between the islands of Java and
Borneo was hit by bad weather and
capsized. The Virgo Transport 8, carrying
243 passengers and crew, had lost contact
with its shipping company on Sunday after
departing from Surabaya in East Java. are

in per cent. State Transport
38 Undertakings in Tamil Nadu

recorded a massive 38% surge
in bus deployments during the Vinayaka
Chathurthi festival weekend, with over
4,600 State-run vehicles pressed into
service. However, the State’s transport

were heavily h, d by

a steep fare hike by private transport
operators, drawing severe backlash. en

The Delhi Police

2 333 took up 2,333
, complaints and

grievances during its weekly ‘Thana Divas -
Jansunwai’ public hearing sessions held
across stations in all six ranges of the
national capital. The hearings were held as
part of an initiative aimed at strengthening
police-public interaction and improving
grievance redressal, officials said. e

Around 230 people
230 were evacuated

overnight Sunday on
the Croatian Adriatic island of Brac
because of a fire that has ravaged some
3,500 hectares, according to authorities.
With the wildfire threatening people’s
houses after being fanned by strong winds,
the authorities sounded the alarm shortly
before midnight. are

6 94 in lakh tonnes. India
will get
® country-specific
tariff-rate quotas (TRQs) totalling 1.64
million tonnes annually for exporting steel
products to the European Union, of which
6,94,853 tonnes will be under the free
trade agreement, according to the draft
text of the pact released by the EU. p1i
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At BRICS, India must bank on the NDB

India should use BRICS to maximise the groupings potential without strengthening Beijing, with the New Development Bank offering a practical avenue for

cooperation; strengthening the NDB through greater capital, membership and local-currency lending can make BRICS more relevant

ECONOMIC NOTES

Amit Kumar
Anushka Saxena

n September 12, leaders of the

BRICS grouping gathered at

Bharat Mandapam in New

Delhi, with India holding the
chair and, by extension, the pen. When
BRICS came together in 2011, its five
members contributed 20% of global GDP
but held just 11% of the voting share at the
International Monetary Fund (IMF).
Today, the expanded grouping accounts
for nearly 40% of global GDP and 55% of
the world’s population, but the voting
share has barely expanded.

Beyond that grievance, BRICS does
not, and will never, possess a coherent
geopolitical identity. Russia, China and
Iran would like it to be anti-West, while
India, Brazil and South Africa insist it is
better understood as non-West. Given
these divergences and the importance of
the India-U.S. ties, Delhi cannot lend itself
to the Beijing-Moscow de-dollarisation
crusade. Not only would that add fuel to
the fire at a time when ties with
Washington are already strained, but it
would also be an unsustainable
proposition to advocate in the medium
term.

India’s approach to BRICS has to
conform to the broader constraints and
contradictions that its membership poses
— maximising the grouping’s potential
without strengthening Beijing’s overall
strategic position. Within these
constraints, there are still possibilities to
keep the grouping relevant.

Making the NDB count

One area where BRICS can contribute the
‘most meaningfully to the global financial
order, without overtly threatening or
chall American predomi e, is
by expanding the efficiency and
membership of the New Development
Bank (NDB). Established by the BRICS
countries in 2015 to “mobilise resources
for infrastructure and sustainable
development projects in BRICS and other
emerging markets and developing
countries,” the bank remains one of the
grouping’s most tangible tools.

Yet, despite a decade in operation, the
NDB has approved only 139 projects
worth about $43 billion, distributed
mostly among its core members. Its
like-for-like counterpart, the Asian
Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB),
established around the same time, has
meanwhile gathered 111 approved
members and committed about $69
billion across 350 projects, backed by a
AAA credit rating that the NDB cannot
easily attain. Stagnant asset growth
continues to restrict its lending capacity.
This is coupled with an exceptionally slow
disbursement rate; only about $20 billion
of approved loans had been disbursed,
according to the bank’s own count.

Breaking the asset bottleneck

One pathway to breaking this asset
bottleneck would be for the five countries
to increase their paid-up capital.
However, severe domestic and
geopolitical constraints mean that not all
founders can match higher commitments
— most notably, Russia, which is heavily
sanctioned. Sanctions have also strained
the bank’s credit standing and dollar
funding costs. What is ironic is that even
as Moscow and Beijing champion
de-dollarisation, including through the
Bank, the NDB has extended no new
credit to Russia since March 2022 to

»
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China
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Brazil
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$3.428 disbursed
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South Africa
$6.41B, 18%
$3.818 disbursed

Russia
$3.78B, 11%
$2.058 disbursed

Bangladesh
$445M, 1.3%
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Where the money flows

China and India together account for 51% of the New Development Bank’s active portfolio, while transport infrastructure takes the largest share
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This portfolio excludes loan amounts repaid and projects cancelled. NDB has approved $43.0 billion across 139 projects in total since 2015; the difference is 24 projects
and about $7.4 billion that have been fully repaid or cancelled. Interior country-by-sector flows are estimated and scaled to NDB's published totals

protect its AA/AA+ credit rating. And since
the bank’s rules mandate equal voting
shares among the founders, any capital
expansion is effectively held hostage by its
financially weakest link. The NDB has also
opened its doors to new members,
allowing for a fresh infusion of capital, but
the founders’ collective voting share
cannot fall below 55%.

Regardless of how the bottleneck is
resolved, there is merit in reprioritising
the NDB within BRICS. So far, the bank
has served Delhi well. It has secured
commitments of nearly $10 billion across
32 projects, including metro rail systems
and the Delhi-Ghaziabad-Meerut RRTS
corridor. It is not a small feat, but
expanding the NDB’s operations to be on
par with other multilateral lenders would
require extending such a bargain to many
more emerging markets and developing

The 18th BRICS Summit concluded on Sunday, in New Delhi. AP

countries.

Itis also a noteworthy strength of the
NDB that it has a marked preference for
local-currency lending. This mechanism
appeals to emerging economies,
especially at a time when the volatility in
foreign-exchange markets is sustained
because of global wars, both military and
economic. It is an alternative way to
reduce reliance on the dollar without
replacing it as a currency for trade
invoicing. The bank’s 2022-26 General
Strategy commits to 30% of its lending
and borrowing in member countries’
local currencies, even as the bulk of its
lending and borrowing remains in dollars.
Whatever local currency lending does
exist is skewed heavily in favour of the
Renminbi — just a few days ago, the NDB
priced a ¥7 billion (-$1.04 billion)
three-year Panda bond in the China

Interbank bond market. In 2026, issuance
of such bonds has gone up approximately
91% year-on-year, per Chinese data.

Pushing the rupee bond
It is time for India to push the
long-delayed rupee bond over the line.
First discussed in 2016, and subsequently
slated for October 2023 and then for
end-March 2026, the debut issuance was
described by NDB President Dilma
Rousseff in May as being at its “final
stage,” two months after the bank floated
arupee bond programme to mobilise
around ¥25,000 crore over five years.
Further, given the fact that the 2026 New
Delhi Declaration did not feature a
meaningful agreement on mobilising the
NDB, India’s focus in BRICS next year
should be on simpler fixes to
local-currency challenges.

Unlike the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation, whose Summit recently
concluded with bare-minimum outcomes,
BRICS has tangible economic tools and a
wider membership than ever before. In a
world drifting towards subscription

e ith Washi

wil n
pay-to-shape-the-rules Board of Peace as
its latest specimen, these arrangements
are the only way the grouping will truly
set itself apart.

(Amit Kumar and Anushka Saxena are
researchers at the Takshashila Institution.
Views are personal to the authors and do
not represent those of the Institution.
Graphic Data Source: NDB; Investor
Presentation June 2026 & Annual Report
2025; created by the authors)
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BRICS' growing economic and
demographic weight has not
been matched by greater
influence at institutions such
as the IMF, while divisions
among members prevent it
from developing a coherent
geopolitical identity

v

The NDB remains one of BRICS’

most tangible economic
instruments, but its lending
and disbursement have lagged
behind the AlIB, with weak
asset growth and constraints
arising from sanctions on
Russia and the bank’s voting
structure

v

India should push for the
long-delayed rupee bond and
focus on practical
local-currency measures, while
using the NDB to extend
development finance to more
emerging markets and
developing countries
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There is no steering wheel inside the Cybercab, raising questions about passenger safety. REUTERS

Why Tesla’s steering-less Cybercab is
under investigation

Tesla has rolled out its two-seater Cybercab robotaxis in limited areas of Austin; while supporters see robotaxis as safer and more accessible, Tesla's

Cybercabs face regulatory scrutiny and wider concerns over how driverless vehicles respond to emergencies and unexpected road situations

Sahana Venugopal

The story so far:
n September 3, Tesla
announced the rollout of its
new electric robotaxis,
offering services in designated
parts of Austin, Texas. According to news
reports, the self-driving cars are almost
impossible to ignore as their gold exterior
and ‘Cybercab’ branding catch the eye.
But the near-empty interior has sparked
questions about the safety of passengers
and their ability to intervene in case of
emergencies.

What are the features of Tesla’s
Cybercab?

The Cybercab is a self-driving car that has
seating for two people. The ‘butterfly’
doors open upwards and the body boasts
asleek, cyberpunk-inspired design that
contrasts sharply with the chunkier
camera-mounted cars from rival Waymo.
The golden exterior is meant to represent
a “literal” golden age of transportation,
according to Tesla CEO Elon Musk.

There are no steering controls or
pedals inside the Cybercabs. Mr. Musk has
declared that the cars were built for
“maximally efficient autonomous
operation.” On the absence of brake
pedals, he said this would help in
reducing the complexity of a hydraulic
system, and that “plumbing” would not
have to be routed all around the car.
Regulators will need to confirm if Mr.
Musk’s design choices comply with their
safety requirements.

Mr. Musk described the Cybercab as

“basically a super comfortable lounge on
wheels with a great TV and epic sound”.
With upcoming Starlink integration, users
would be able to watch 4 K live video
while riding in the Cybercab, he said.

Switches under the touchscreen allow
users to lower the windows. A cabin
camera monitors the vehicle’s interior.

A Tesla Cybercab promotional video
showed passengers sleeping, watching
movies, playing games, teaching children,
holding dogs, and handling conference
calls while they were taking a ride.

A major perk for loyal passengers is
that their climate and media settings are
saved in a profile and will apply to new
rides as well.

Children under the age of 13 are not
permitted to ride in a Cybercab vehicle.

Passengers can stop a ride by either
pressing a ‘Pull Over’ button on the
touchscreen or a ‘STOP’ button overhead
for non-emergency situations. In the
event of an emergency, users will be able
to pull the door lever to trigger an
emergency mechanical release. The
Cybercab is designed to also pull over
instead of instantly braking, based on its
surroundings. Passengers can reach Tesla
representatives through the car’s
communication system.

Have regulators approved the Tesla
Cybercabs?

While the U.S. National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration (NHTSA) is the
regulator that enforces vehicle
performance standards across the
country, car makers have the option to
self-certify their offerings.

The NHTSA confirmed it has opened
an investigation into Tesla’s Cybercab
self-certification to see if it meets the
applicable Federal Motor Vehicle Safety
Standards (FMVSS).

“When certified vehicles appear to not
adhere to these requirements, NHTSA
conducts an investigation,” stated the
regulator.

The NHTSA explained that existing
standards would remain in force even as
the agency reviews rules related to
standards for brake pedals, windshield
wipers, lighting, and rearview mirrors, to
enhance American innovation in
automated vehicles.

The NHTSA is currently evaluating the
Tesla Full Self-Driving (FSD) feature that is
built into over three million vehicles. The
assessment is related to impaired camera
functions that have allegedly caused
accidents in poor weather conditions.

In July, the NHTSA issued a more
general warning about driverless
automated vehicles “interfering,” as it
noted that the cars drove into emergency
scenes, blocked the way of ambulances
and fire rescue vehicles, and were unable
to respond properly when detecting
flashing lights, fire, and traffic cones.

“This is unacceptable. To state it
bluntly: an AV [automated vehicle] that
cannot safely interact with first
responders is a danger to the general
public,” stated the NHTSA's letter.

Cybercabs are not the first robotaxis
launched by Tesla. The EV maker has
already deployed its Model Y cars in
Tampa and Miami, in Florida, and Austin,
Dallas, and Houston, in Texas. Cybercabs

are currently available in limited areas
only in Austin.

‘What are some concerns surrounding
robotaxis?

Robotaxis or self-driving taxis have been
hailed for a variety of reasons. They are
often viewed as a safer option for female
passengers, people who cannot

C icate verbally, or in
vulnerable situations.

Supporters of robotaxis claim that they
help lower accident rates (when
compared to human-operated cars),
prevent rash/fatigued/drunken driving,
and that the Al systems supporting these
cars are rapidly advancing.

Robotaxis have also been pitched as a
win for accessibility and inclusion, as
some customers complained that
human-operated cabs cancel rides when
passengers disclose disabilities, health
conditions, and the use of wheelchairs or
service animals. In fact, Tesla’s own
Cybercab ad showed users of wheelchairs
and crutches being able to store their
belongings in the car boot. (This ad,
however, did not cover how a non-mobile
user would be able to make their way
unassisted into the driverless car without
their mobility aid.)

Still, robotaxis can pose safety risks
when facing unexpected circumstances.
Videos and posts shared on social media
have recorded instances of driverless taxis
being unable to move when held up by
men blocking their path, leaving
passengers fearful inside. Minor crashes
and intrusions into protected areas have
also been documented.

~N

THE DAILY QUIZ

Questions on the much venerated and loved

Ganesha Chathurthi

V.V. Ramanan

[

QUESTION 1

According to the Padma Purana, how did
Ganesha get his elephant head?

[N

QUESTION 2

Because of what distinct features is Ganesha
also called Lambodhara and Vakratunda?

[ resulting in which feature of the
QUESTION 3 moon?

In which form and which sage’s ‘kamandalu’ | &

did Ganesha knock over to let Kaveri flow to | QUESTION 7

the southern parts of India?

[N

QUESTION 4

According to many accounts, Ganesha has
two wives. Name them.

A
QUESTION 5
What is special about the idol of Ganesha
™
K

located within the Muktheeswarar
Temple complex in Thilatharpanapuri,
Tamil Nadu?

[

QUESTION 6

Once, the Chandra (moon) laughed at
Ganesha for falling after struggling
with his pot belly. Initially, Ganesha
cursed the moon to become invisible
but later revoked the curse, partially

One version of how Ganesha lost a
part of a tusk is because of a duel
with which avatar of Vishnu?

A

QUESTION 8

According to the Ganesha Purana,
Krauncha has become an integral part
of the Ganesha myth. How?

Visual Question:

Identify this person and his single biggest
contribution to modern-day worship of
Ganesha. WIKIPEDIA COMMONS

¥

Please send in your answers to
dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

elephant-headed God on the occasion of

Moray

Questions and Answers to the previous day’s daily quiz:
1. Which two Scottish commanders jointly led the forces at
Stirling Bridge? Ans: William Wallace and Andrew de

2. How many horsemen could reportedly cross the bridge
abreast? Ans: Two

3. What type of Scottish formation played a crucial role in
repelling the English cavalry? Ans: Spearmen organised in
schiltron formations

4. Which English knight famously managed to fight his way
back across the bridge after the Scottish attack? Ans: Sir
Marmaduke Thweng

5. According to the contemporary English chronicler Walter of
Guisborough, approximately how many English infantry and
cavalry were killed? Ans: About 5,000 infantry and 100
cavalry. The figure is considered an overestimate by
historians

Visual: Identify the actor in this scene from the famous 1995
film Braveheart, which depicts the life of William Wallace and
the Battle of Stirling Bridge. Ans: Mel Gibson

Early Birds: Saniya | Abhijeet | Sadhan Panda | Jeelani Shaik |
Sitaram Saharay

The charMing
grifter fooled
everyone

She remained impervious to
criticism

S. Upendran

‘What is the meaning of ‘grifter’? (S.
Geetha, Visakhapatnam)
The word ‘grift’ rhymes with ‘lift’, “sift’
and ‘gift’. Some of us in India became
aware of this word when the media in the
U.S. and UK. reported that the CEO of a
well-known company referred to Meghan
Markle and her husband, Prince Harry, as
‘grifters’. This slang term is mostly used in
informal contexts to show disapproval.
‘When you refer to someone as being a
‘grifter’, what you are suggesting is that
the individual, though charming, is not to
be trusted, for he is a swindler. This clever
individual will find a way to trick you out
of your money without any threat of
violence. Other terms used to refer to
such an individual are: con artist,
scammer, swindler, defrauder, etc. One of
the theories about the word is that it is
derived from ‘grafter’, meaning a corrupt
individual.

The novel is about two grifters and their
various scams.

How is the word impervious
pronounced? What does it mean? (K.
Arvind, Bengaluru)

The word consists of four syllables; the
first is pronounced like the ‘im’ in
‘impossible” and ‘important’. The
following ‘er” is like the ‘er” in ‘stern’,
‘germ’ and ‘term’, while the ‘i’ sounds like
the ‘¥ in *bit’, ‘hit’ and ‘sit’. The final ‘ou’
is like the ‘a’ in ‘china’. The word is
pronounced ‘im-PER-vi-es’ with the stress
on the second syllable. It comes from the
Latin ‘impervius, and it has been part of
the English language since the mid 17th
century. In Latin, im’ means ‘not’ and
‘pervius’ means ‘passable’. The word
‘impervious’ literally means ‘not allowing
anything to pass through’. An impervious
surface, for example, is one that cannot
be penetrated. During the monsoon
season, some of us wear a raincoat
because the material used to make the
coat prevents water from seeping
through; it is impervious to water.
Similarly, we have material impervious to
heat, while some are impervious to light.
It is important to note that ‘impervious’ is
usually followed by ‘to’ - one is always
‘impervious to’ something.

The new vest that the soldiers are
wearing is impervious to bullets.

The tiles used on the space shuttle are
impervious to extreme heat.

The word ‘impervious’ can be used
figuratively in everyday contexts as well.
When you say that an individual is
impervious to criticism, what you are
suggesting is that he is not affected by it;
he is not bothered or influenced by what
you or others say. Criticism bounces off
him very much like raindrops off a
Taincoat.

Jain was impervious to my jokes. I just
couldn’t make him laugh.

Which is correct? ‘Log in to’ an
account or ‘Log into’ an account? (M
Sridhar, Pune)
1don’t think it really matters nowadays -
most people accept both. Native speakers
of English seem to be happy with ‘log in
to’ and ‘log into’. Purists, however, would
argue that it should be ‘log in to’ and not
‘log into’ because according to them, ‘log
in’ is a phrasal verb.

I couldn’t log in to my new account.
upendrankye@gmail.com

Word of the day

Ameliorate:

to make something better that was bad or not
good enough

Synonyms: improve, enhance, help,
enrich, refine

Usage: the government hopes the scheme will
ameliorate the impact of rising prices.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/ameliorate

International Phonetic
Alphabet: fomitiarert/

.
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AtBRICS, more options,a
win for diplomacy

HERE CAN betwoviewsabout BRICSand almostevery
multilateral forum at atime of churn in global politics.
Accordingtothe first, such forums are ineffectual pag-
eantry, while the second paints them are merely ve-
hicles for the great powers to build their spheres of hegemonic
influence. The New Delhi Declaration 2026 underlines a much-
needed third view. It holds that diplomacy, cooperation and ex-
change of xdeas goods and services need not be beholden to the

reat powers. Tt fordiffer-
ent politi ‘military
conflicts to sit together, to agree, and agree to disagree. The
strengthof the New Delhi Dx then,

headlines it did not make, and in reasserting the importance of
diplomacy as-usual.

As West Asia continues to suffer from prolonged conflicts —
Israel and Palestine, Iran and Lebanon and now, Yemen — Lhe

India & Chinaare ataNash equilibrium.
Willithold — that’s the question

RE WE any the wiser about
the course of India-China re-
lations after the Eight Points
of Qutcomes and Consensus
statement on the border is-
sued on August 25 and the meeting be-
tween Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
Chinese President Xi Jinping at the just-

Joint Working Group (1989-2005), and the
Special Representative Mechanism (2003-
present). Overmorethan45years, they have
met once a year on average.

After all those years of talking, the only
agreement of substanceis the 2005 “Political
Parameters and Guiding Principles for the
Settlement of the India-China Boundary

concluded BRICS Summit? Quesnun The most important parameters

Whatthe A andthetwo  anc asettlementwould
readouts from India and China after the be 1eached asa package (notlung is settled
summitindicateisthat, withrespecttothe  untilever on issettled). The

border, the twosides are at a Nash equilib-
rium. For the Economics 101-challenged
like me, a Nash equilibriumis L

final agreemem ‘would bea “political settle-
ment” that would consxder strategic con-
cerns, history, national practical-

in a non-cooperative game in which “no

ity, geography, and the interests of settled

player’s expected can be im-

proved by changing one’s own strategy”
(according to Britannica online). In es-
sence, Indiaand China, at least tacitly, rec-
ognise that in any foreseeable future they
cannot aspiretoand achieve a better posi-
tion in the border quarrel. They may well
spar diplomatically and militarily occa-
smnallv as they have since 2013. But the

consensus between Iran and !he UAE that calls for “

warof’ hardware

restraint, aswell could further
jon”: i ictory for
Beyond West Asia, the fi i will

outlast the current moment’s rhemric. Over 130 paragraphs of

over control of the high Himalaya can only

move the Line of Actual Control slightly.
Theborder quarrel can only be solved to

the maximalsatisfactionof Indiaand China

thed5

by orby force. India and China
b

and tions” —a

b iating a border deal almost

on, and a push back agamst the excesses by Washington under
Donald Tmmp The message isclear: Supply chams and trade
incl hydro-
carbons. must not be weaponised. For developing countries of
the Global South, the energy question is particularly salient.
Rather than chasing the chimaera of a BRICS currency, the Dec-
laration does well to focus on lmkmg p1ymen[ systems among
memberstates. India’s UPL potential here.
The focus on Al capacity building and digital resilience also

carries Delhi’s imprint.
‘When it was first formed in 2006 and Lhrough its earlyyaaxs.
BRlC., toactasaf ion

ipolar world. Its grand of “de-dollarisa-

uon ‘and multipolarity have led itsdetractors to paint itasan at-
tempttobe “anti-West”. In fact, few of the grouy

anditsexpanded roster, hold suchaview. Chinais looking forac-
commodation with the US, many countries from West Asia are
practically allied with Washington; Viadimir Putin shares a per-
sonal rapportwith Trump; Indiais looking tofirmupatrade deal
with Americaand domore business with Europe. In 2026, anex-
panded BRICS balances the views and needs of its many
members. The New Delhi Declaration emphasises that a plurality
of voices must be heard and heeded.

After oil surge, Fed rate
hike will shape challenge

N WEDNESDAY, Brent crude traded above $100-per-
Darrel for the first time after May 26, touching $110 dur-
ingthe week before closing at $104.6, This week could
seetheUSFederal Reserveraiseinterest rateswhen the
central bank’s open market committee meets on September 15-
16. Unlike oil — where the trigger for the recent price surge has
been the Iranian-aligned Houthi militia’s seizure of virtually
Yemen'’s entire Red Sea coast threatening navigation th:ough
thevital Babel-] — ly priced
in the Fed's rate hikes. Ten-year US Treasury bond yields are al-
most atS percent, the highest since October 2023. The West Asia
conﬂlc( 'S npple effects are also being felt through US producer

54 percent yearinAugustand die-
sel prices soaring toarecord $620a, gallon
All thi: forIndia,asani ofbothenergy

and capital. The higher the prices of oil, and the longer they stay
0, the more the impact, in terms of inflation and growth slow-
down. The same goes for interest rates. When yields on 10-year
government securities are near 3 per cent in Japan, 5 per centin
the US and 54 per cent in the UK, wby should foreign investors
putmoney inIndia, wk high, after
adjusting for currency depreciation nsks7E1evatedm(emat|onal
energy prices widen India’s current account deficits. These be-
come harder to finance in a rising global interest rates scenario,
as capital flows shift to the safe-haven assets of industrialised
countries. India has weathered the Iran war-induced energy
supply shock relatively well so far. The $127.2 billion of FCNR(B)
deposits mobilised through the RBI's special dollar-rupee swap
facility has also stemmed the run on the rupee.

In theshort run, the hope isof? wme kind ofadealto manage
threatened Bab el-Mandeb chokepoints. The important chal-
lenge fur India, huwever lies in boosting its export competitive-

o foreigninvestorinterest. Keytothe
firstiselimination of duties on imported raw materials and com-
ponents, besides continued investments in roads, railways, in-
land and coastal waterways, and port infrastructure. The latter
entails creating an environment where investors are confident
about India not just being a robust long-term growth story, but
offering policy predictability and stability. On top of these is the
need for fiscal pr toguard against over-
spending spilling over into higher current account deficits.

FREEZE FRAME

BY EPUNNY

withoutinterruption since 1981 —the Secre-

‘The August 2026 eight-point state-
ment, enjoining the negotiatorsto seekan
early and substantial harvest with respect
tothe border, does not violate the ideaof a
package deal. Rather, it suggests that the
two sides should focus on success in one
areainstead of negotiatingevery-

agreement or the eight-point early harvest
Th i

nudged by the eight-] state-
ment, but it is hard to imagine that diplo-
‘matic bargaining now or in the future can
giveIndiaor China their maximalobjective.
For India, the maximal objective is to get
back Aksai Chin up toits original claim and
tokeepeverythingit hasinthe othersectors.
For China, it is to get Arunachal Pradesh all

ismost

Eventually, Beijing will appoint its pre-
ferred Dalai Lama. The Tibetans will al-
most certainly choose their own. New
Delhi will be caught in the middle. India-
China tensions could consequently spiral,
and China could lash out as it did in 1962
when theinstabilities in Tibet werea factor
leading to war.

Alternatively, another India-Pakistan
fight could spiral. In 2025, New Delhi de-
tecteda Chmese helpm g hand to Paklslan
Ina

Asian confmmanon, China might be more

of! to has  duringO
in the other sectors. It is mconcclvable that

Indian or Chinese can achieve

their maximal objectives.

Nor cantheydoso by force. Indiacannot
congquer Aksai Chin up to its original claim
line, and China cannot conquer Arunachal
Pradesh up to the southern slopes. Terrain,
chmate luBlsncs and military defe

involved. New Delhi or Beijing
maythen find themselvesdrawn intoafight
that would threaten the status quo.

Beyond the border negotiations and all
the other good things that the present dé-
tente with China promises — trade, visas,
supply chai; ili river water cooper-

y —and lasti ilitary

hortof
bad strategy by their commanders or inter-
nal political chaos that distracts

Flnnge\{erywl]ere all atonce. Hav- Two thing,s candisturbthe from. deterx;ence, the status quoon
ing achieved success in one sec- - wilibri fr theborderisstable.

tion, theyshould thenmoveonto ~ Nasheq bﬂf““ (apart ram Two things can disturb the
anothersection of theborder. Yet, bad defence orinternal political ~ Nash equilibrium (apart from bad

as per the 2005 agreement, each

collapse): The transitiontoa

defence or internal political col-

sectional success would only be o g " lapse): The transition to a suc-
finally accepted and ratified succe§s0rDz§laLamA,andan cessor Dalai Lama, and an India-
when the entire border is settled. India-Pakistan fight that Pakistan fight that draws China

Nothing in the Modi-Xi BRICS draws Chinadirectly in directlyinand leadstoatwo-front

ation — New Delhi should be thinking
about the strategic challenges that could
disturb the current Nash equilibrium. Can
India-China relations be insulated from a
‘Tibet transition and a future India-Pakistan
fight? Can the fruits of détente help build
sufficient insulation? What more needs to
be done with China?

The writer is visitir fe:

Relations, Ashoka University, visiting senior
fellow, Centre for Social and Economic Progress,
andemeritus professor, Lee Kuan Yew School of

tary/Vice Minister-level talks (1981-88), the

readouts alters the basic 2005

The rebuilding of the city must
begin, after Satya Niketan

(A
(‘/k‘ J

'VERY YEAR, after the monsoon
arrives, streets get flooded, and
asmorerainwashesthe cityand
water wends its way into base-

ments and foundations, walls
buckle, and buildings collapse. People are
trapped inside; some die. At Satya Niketan,

cupancy permit should be issued.

What then of the density of the colony
layout? Builders take no responsibility for
the ground they share with neighbouring
buildings, but a spatial evaluation of the

overallsurroundinglayout

tial

war for India.

Public Policy, National University of Singapore

The choiceis between Al
applications and Al frontiers

NDIAIS facing a technological crisis. Even as US and Chi-

nese firms have released a parade of increasingly capable
Al'models this year, India has no competitive frontier
model andno xmhsuc pmspecl of pmducmg one without
policy shifts. The iimpact of Al can
beseparatedintot ies. First, Alcan diffi he
economy by au(omaung some ruunne jobs. Each industry will

GAUTAM 50 Delhi University students were huddled ground around SuvraT RAJU nmodels. India
BHATIA inamakeshift arrangement in an unauth- to absorb ramwaler7 Are there enough hasanacti
orised building. Seven died, and many ater quickly? cations, and busmesses have rapidly adopted Altools. However,
othersare in serious condition in local hus- Local storm drainage conditions and [he illals impactonresearch, ityand
pitals. Could thet ‘open groun ilable need to b defence. AL used fthe mostim-
Given the building’s condition, its age, its  In most cases, too much building in too ponam open problems in mathematics. Anthrupic's Mythos
unauthorised status, and location ina  small a ground area traps excess water, di- formi if ilities; i
dense neighbourhood, the answerisare-  rectingitinto foundations, released pubhdv and i ilabl tosel i
sounding no. As climate change alters v ing the Cunently consumers have access to m.her fronuermodels
weather patterns, causing flash floods and Finally, there is the question of urban -weight models. But it
drenching cities with suddenand enor-  governance. Are political parties and their pect this to continue indefinitely. Earlier this year, the US tem-
mous quantitiesofrain, itiscriticaltobuild  municipal agencies capable of being effec- porarily imposed export restrictions both on Mythos and ona
physical safeguards that, along with civic  tive civic authorities? Or should all control version of Mythos with guardrails called Fable. It is likely to re-
governance, canbeeffectively enforced. For  of roads, buildings, transport and other in- strictand regulate Alto“achieve global dominance”, US industry
that, several steps are required. frastructure come under one legal entity, leaders and academics have advised India to focus on applica-
First is the physical mapping of Lal  say, the mayor? What indeed is the value of i frontiers—; it ions
Dora areas, the shadow pockets that the battery of bye-laws if they can’t be en- ofthe IndianIT industry. But countries that fall behind in frontier
evade municipal planning and exist in forced" What is Lhe pomt of the structural Alrisk suffering the fate of those that missed the Industrial Rev-
virtually all big cities. Almost 60 per cent dsite olution: A small business elite might find a niche and prosper,
of Delhi’s population currently lives in  engineers can be easily bribed? but ordinary people will suffer disempowerment.
unauthorised structures — mostly in Some years back, a newly constructed India can still catch upto the frontier with a focused effort.
slums, low rise makeshlrt tenements, or apanmem in Bengaluru cmmb]ed intoa The algorit Almodel widelyunder-
high-der four-t just stood. The industry has exploited “scaling laws” that predict
in urbanised villages. While slreet maps It was appraved as athree«slorey eructure howamodel’s performanceimproves with its size and the com-
of most illegal colonies exist, there needs  but decided puting power used for its training. So, while better algorithms
tobeabuilding-by-buildingdocumenta- by adding twomore floorsillegally, thereby u:nprove efficiency, the basic formula for producing frontier
tion of the types and sizes of all structures, ~ weakening the structural capacity of the models is toscalg Lackof ing power
an assessment of their physical condition, ~ columns. The col]apse killed 12 people. has bottlenecked Indian model d The
along withan ion of theinhab- ~ What gainini IndiaAl mission has a pool of 45,000 GPUs. But this is only a
itants. Advanced infra-red and otherim-  every life lost? How do you monitor con- fraction of the capacity controlled by a single US frontier lab.
aging techniques allow for a reasonably  structionactivity that could harm, evenkill, The mlsslon allocated 4,096 GPUs to Sarvam Al totrain India’s
accurate assessment of the buildings’  itsoccupants? odel. Thi 50ti than what isused
structural condi[ion In the Satya Niketan case, alterations to uam frontier models. No amount of ingenuity can compen-
G buildi were being carried out in the basement, sate for this resource gap. A number of data centres, with sig-
made to last for, generauons Thelife- span i iski ilding. nificant computing capacity, are coming up in various states.
Will builders of structures built in this century isbarely ~ More rooms to house morestudents, acan- But these will primarily serve MNCs, and their location in India
merely build 30-40 years; for those in Satya Niketan —  teen perhaps? What was happening there Countriesthat  offers no tangible benefits. Most of the announced capital in-
higher with because they follow none of the required ~ was anybody’s guess, but it was enough to fall behind in vestment will bedi {toelectronicequij andtheem-
safety codes — even less. Even withinthis  destabilise a structure almost half a cen- g ployment they create will be limited to a few construction and
more short time frame, buildings need tobe  turyold, and bring it crashing down. developing ‘maintenance jobs. Large data centres have a significant envi-
unauthorised  checked regularly, and if need be, demol- By 2030, Delhi will have a population of frontier Alrisk  ronmental impact. In India, this impact will be borne dispro-
floor space,and  ished partially or wholly, and replaced. nearly 40 million, making it one of the suffering the portionately by local communities.
endanger more Most buildings are designed foraspe-  world’s densest cities. More students and fate of those India could use these data centres to alleviate its compute
: g cific function — their inappropriate use i y illmake 5 shortage with a “compute tax”: Any data centre established in
lives? Or, is it and heavy load on floors can weakenand this their home. Soon civic authorities will that missed the Indiawould be required toreserve, say, 25 per centof its comput-
time to seek damagethestructure. Ablock offlatsisde-  needtoaskmoredifficult questions. Canthe Industrial ity for a publicly national compute pool.
[houghtful and  signed for domestic use, but in unauth-  city continue to accommodate people in Revolution: A This capacity would remain physically within the data centre,
radical orised colonies many are converted into  every possible leftover space, without ser- small business but could be allocated by a central scheduler to Indian institu-
3 thusi ingthe vicesorsecurity? Will builders merely build 5 2 tions. MNCs are likely to resist, but their bargaining position is
alternatives?Is  number of occupants and altering the  higherwith more unauthorised floor space, elite might Kgi ing hostili i
therespacein  weighton floors. Even ift hostels morelives?Or, isiti prosper, but wouldnot But
the municipal ] togiveamorelu- h and mr‘!u.‘“‘ - Isthere ordinary people Fogs{mer ith 1tal sa = and \yelfare e e
miridfar crativereturnto the Dproperty owners. Ulnv spacein the qlunlclpal mind for new and willbe it might openanarrow routetobuildinga frontier model in India.
3 less building authorities approve adesig-  experimental ideas? .
new ideas? nated building function and allocate dlSCmp()WCer The writer of Physic Centre
minimum floor space per person, no oc- The writer is a Delhi-based architect for i ces, Bengaluru. V /
40 YEARS AGO Earlystate pollslikely li Punjabis of Jaipur, said the Punjab govern-
Ambassa-Ganganagar road in No(tthpura ment wasdetermlned to persuadetheHln
SCDtClleCI' 14,1986 SIMULTANEOUS ELECT]ONS!O xhe Kerala, about 90 km from Agart: duswh from
Abouteight policemen irway to irhomes.
Inkely to be held. earlynext yearasthe Con- the Ambassa markel fromthe Ganganagar
fo Tripura arour |u10 30 £ f
he poll date. The tenure of am, whenabout 10 openedfire. Panthe"nmlu“gje
inJunenextyear. The el AFULL-grown panther that strayed into the
may be held si { piry of 2. 2 3 concrete]ungleofSecunderabad was cap-
thetenure. PunjabCMonmigration live and taken to the Nehru Zool
THE PUNJAB Chief Minister, Surjit Sit Parkink bythezoostaffwiththe
Seven gunned downi mTrlpura na{a. saidthe peaple must_ frus(ra:e_ the (er- helpof the palice. The: spo_m:_d catmeasures
rorists whi nearly 5.5 feet, nose-to-tail-tip, and weighs
NS, includi forci h lation al 60kg. It had no man-eating tendencies
d lothersi iwhen lines, Barnala, who was address- tothe zoo staff, wh
l (TNV) ingapubli dedmostlybythe  tranquilise it aftera two-hour battle.
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A blueprint to create productive jobs,

FROM PLATE TOPLOUGH

BY ASHOK GULATI AND
SULAKSHANA RAO

N HIS Independence Day address
from the Red Fort’s ramparts, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi placed
“manufacturing power” as the first
amongthesevenSaptadharastreams
thataretotakeIndiatowardsa Viksit Bharat.
He also said this effort would fully hamess
ial of India’s youth. Tt
questionis, whichmanufacturingsectorcan

alesson from Tiruppur

actually deliverjobsat ianeed
OurresearchatICRIER pointstothetex-

xdesand appare] (T&A)sector. But first, why

?India’

will have little meaning if it fails to creale

jobs for the masses, and that too in the for-

tivity forat least 30 days during the year.

Being counted as “employed” does not

necessarily mean having a regular/formal

job. Forworkexs to build economic security
i theshiftmust

mal sector. India had 61.6 cror

persons aged morethan 15 years (2025), but
agriculturestill accounted for 43 percent of
employment, compared with 12.1 per cent
in manufacturing (PLFS2025). Evenal per-

formal thso-
cial-security benefits hkeEmploveﬁ Prow-
dent Fund (EPF) and Employees’ State
Insurance (ESI). This is where the apparel
sector matters. Itis laboubmlenswe em-

centage point shift in emp from
agriculture to manufacturing would in-
volve moving a large number of workers.
The NDA had promised to create 2 crore
jobs every year, but reality is nowhere near
that. The recent student agitations over

ploy inlargem
workers in short periods, about 60 days for
specific production roles.

India has set anambitious target of $100
billionin T&A exports by 2030 (from $36 bil-
liontoday). Of this, $40 billion is forapparel
S7billiontoday).

paper frustra-
tion: Even after acquiringa “three Rs” edu-
cation, jobsin the formal

remain scarce. Unemployment among
those aged 15-29 was 99 per cent, rising to
13.6 per cent in urban areas, while 25 per
cent were neither in employment nor in
education or training (PLFS 2025). Female
labour force participation was 40 per cent,
compared with 79.1 per cent for men.
Alarge share of India’s workforce re-
mainsininformalemployment, withoutthe
stability and social protection of formaljobs.
The PLFS usual-status measure includes
peoplewhoworked foralongpartofthe year

But our interactions with exporters suggest
that these targets are not grounded in cur-
rent realities. They are more likely to be
achieved by 2035, not 2030.

ILLUSTRATIO!

South India Hosiery Manufacturers Associ-
ation played an important role in building
cullecuve capablhues while infrastructure
i Apparel it

‘The cluster’s collecti h
‘was evident in tackling the environmental
crisis. After the Madras High Court’s 2011
orderon units failingtomeet zero-liquid-dis-
charge (ZLD) norms, the cluster invested

Rs850 i fli

treatment infrastructure. Tiruppur also
shows what it takes to create the next 1 mil-
lionjobs. The cluster depends heavily on mi-
grant workers from Odisha, Jharkhand,
Biharand e]suvhere. making worker hous-
ingand retention The
cluster plans: (o foray i mtc man-made ﬁbr&s
technical

manufacturing to expand both exports and
employment.

pacity totapthe po-
tenualof freeuade agmemenﬁThesoluuon

But Tiruppuralc

Anganwadlis
shapethe future.
They are our
responsibility

HE BHARAT of 2047 will be built by children who
have not yet entered school. Theirjourneytowardsa
healthy, confident and capable adulthood begins
much earlier, most decisively in the first 1,000 days
of life. For millions of Indian children and their

thetarget of $100 billion in T&A expy
2030. India needs many more such

clusters. tepsinthis

utcreati -
tive ecosystem around them.

Tiruppur, an organically grown knit-
‘wear cluster, is perhaps the most compel-
ling example. Its knitwear exports rose
from $3.3 billion in 2020-21 to $5.3 billion
in 2024-25 (TEA, 2026). The cluster ac-
counts for about 68 per cent of India’s
knitwear exports and supports the liveli-
hoods of more than a million workers,
around 70 per cent of them being women.
‘Within roughly 20 km, yarn, knitting,
dyeing, printing, stitching, finishing,
packaging and dispatch are woven into
one production ecosystem. Nearly 20,000

were taken by the government in 2021 in
the form of announcing seven PM MITRA
parks. But till date, only one such park
seems operaucnal (the Warangal one).
ot

achieve mothers. thatjourneyi: afamiliar
: Th
I + hild
di atan i, get a warm meal and hear rhymes
outside the home. parentsalso

Today, 141 i pointofcontact
between the citizens and the state, reaching over 8.9 crore

inthe Such

asnail’s pace in theexecution of even good

ideas does notinspire confidencethat India

canachieveits target of $100 billion exports.

by 2030. That would also limit the speed at

which jobs can be: cr&a[ed
Our i

isthat

children, women and girls. The25.2lakh
workersand iti e.
Th i tothe

This institution became the foundation of a national move-
ment when Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched POSHAN
Abhlyaan inMarch ZOlB The ninth Rashtriya Poshan Maah

“Hamari i, Ha-
mari Ji i". The government’s commitment to providing

Minister needs to give special attention to
this sector if India is to create 20 million
meaningful jobs every year. Chxp<makmg.

tages, from

knitting, dyeing and printing to garment-
ing and ancillary activities. This is the
ecosystem effect where firms specialise,

workers specialise, and thou-

Aland

portant for India’s future, but theyare forthe
highly skilled workforce, while the majority
of India’s labour force is at the bottom end.
‘The T&A sector offers higher employment

quahty services is unwaver[nu But an anganwadi centre truly

henth sitasitsown. A Viksit

Bharat iltonly ).
Nutrition cannot be seen only asa government service.

Community ownership has too often rernamed anappeal.

This vear, it institution.
parents, and self-
help groups into the centre to ensure every eligible child is

Onegood thingisthatIndiahas The Tiruppur Exporters sands of jobs are created around  intensity atrelatively low cost. China, Bang- reached Socual audits enable communities to revnew services,
recently closed the tariff gaps with B laved acommon market. ladesh, and Vietnam have followed that y finding becomes
competitors like Bangladesh and . Association p lye - an Sohowdid Tiruppurdoit?Over  path, and India needsto learn from them. fromwithin by the
Vietnam in major markets like the important rolein bulldmg decades, entrepreneurs, industry Thereal test of Viksit Bharatiswhetherit Mothers are at the heart of this process. 'l'he menu board of
EUand the UK. But market access. collective Capabilir.ies, while assocxauonsand government built  can create enough producnve jobs. T&A the Nutrition (SNP) displays daily
alonedoes notensureexports, Take . infra-  offersaclear v. But n; needs the entitlements for lhe hot mea]s and take-home rations. When a

* infrastructuresuch as .
the example of the India-Japan 5 ; structure that enabled this eco- PM'sfoci mother becomes
agreement (2011). India’s apparel theNetaji Apparel Park system to grow. The Tiruppur Ex- ahabit. Thecommmnty becomesaninformed partnerinensur-
exportstoJapan fell from $229 mil- suppor[ed its expansion porters Association, under the Gulatiis distinguished professor and Rao is ing quality. During Poshan

lionin2013t0$203 millionin2024.

f A Sakthivel, and the

senior fellow at ICRIER. Views are personal

LETTERS
ToTHE EDITOR

New Delhi Declaration

BRICS MEMBER countries, un-
doubtedly, have conflicting in-
terests, and amid these
divergences, the adoption of the
New Delhi Declaration is no
mean feat (‘As walls rise, BRICS
speaks’, IE, September 13). The
fact that Iran and the United
Arab Emirates softened their
stances reflects an earnest
attempt by the grouping to
reach aconsensus. Not to men-
tion, the gxoupiug isa force to be

CARSTEN SCHNEIDER

‘THE FOURTH Indo-German Environment
Forum, held in Delhi on September 1, fo-
cused on climate change and biodiversity

conservation. Since the first forum in 2008,
s . N "

The political environment for resolving
i ises, too, h: il i

because wars, tariffsand market protection-
ism have undermined multilateralism.
Thesetensionswill have abearingonIndia’s
attempts to su:uullaneously combat energy

the world Is Ln the !h:oes nf wars
e

poverty and
Yet, Ll:lereareposmve developmenm The

and
Having said that, India has
displayed dexterous and
mature diplomacy.
Aanya Singhal, Noida

THE ADOPTION of the BRICS
New Delhi Declaration stands as
aremarkable triumph for Indian
diplomacy (‘As walls rise, BRICS
speaks’, IE, September13).
Mediating consensus amongan
expanded grouping that
includes nations with compet-
ing geopolitical interests —
most notably Iran and the UAE
amidst the escalating crisis in
West Asia — underscores India’s
growing stature as a bridge
builder on the global stage. By
steering the document forward,
New Delhi successfully
navigated sensitive regional
fault lines without alienating
key partners.

Sanjay Chopra, Mohali

Alrisks

EXTREME PREDICTIONS
should neither be dismissed nor
accepted without scrutiny (‘Al
cankill humanity in adecade?
Getinline’, IE, September12).
Theresponseliesin
preparedness. Governments
should require rigorous safety
testing, independent auditsand
accountability for high-risk Al
systems, while researchers study
catastrophic risks. International
cooperation is essential because
unsafedevelopmentinone
country can affect others. Public
debate should distinguish
evidence from speculation. Re-
sponsib]e regulation, rather than
panic or complacency, offersthe
best protection.

SPSuganya Devi, Coimbatore

the Pari

ment, the Kunming-Montreal Global Biod.iv
versity Framework and, most recently, the
BBNJ Agreement to protect the high seas.
India and Germany remain committed to
multilateralism, working with partners
worldwide to promote stability, reliability,
peaceful development and a rules-based
international order.

A good example of this is the India-EU
trade agreement, concluded in January.
Germany, as the EU’s strongest economy,
iscommitted to creating new opportunities
for growth and jobs for companies

India, Germany & agreen
partnership for the future

Maah2026, committees, social
audits and menu boards are
being activated, alongside
‘TithiBhoj, tasting sessionsand
recipe demonstrations.
/ASuposhit Bharatrequires
balanced meals — cerealsand
millets, pulses, nutsand seeds,
milk and milk products, eggs,
fruits and green vegetables.
The Comprehensive Guide-
lines for SNP 2026, released in
July, define hot cooked meals

| and reinforce micronutrient
L norms under the National
in Delhi and reafﬁnned thexr commitment larationof Intent to: strengthencooperanon Food Security Act, 2013.
tothe reenDe-  onwetland Thesecond is early learning. What a child eatsand learns are
velopment, established in 2022. Cabinet More than 2,000 German deeply i workers track 34 m
ini level i for operateinIndia. Nearly three-q f il inachild’s first years. The and Aad-
2027in Berlin. them expect sales to rise this year. More harshil icul: y itil i ines
Both countries are aware of what than half plan to increase their invest- The third begins before the child arrives. A mother’s nutri-
\pp i theen- ments in 2026. More than 60 per cent tion in pregnancy shapes her child’s start in life. This Poshan
i Thi: on ure goods in India to meet local Maah marks 10 years of the Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana

record in Western Europe. India is facing
water shortages; large parts of the country
faced heatwaves in summer, and then
Assam was hit by floods. The devastating
flash flood in neighbouring Nepal, which
also affected many Indians, has shocked us
all. At the same time, India is also proving,
that climate action and industrial develop-
ment can go hand in hand through initiat-
ivessuchas solar parks.

At last year's UN Climate Change Con-
ference in Brazil, we jointly advocated for
ambitious climate targets. Climate resil-
ience is becoming an increasingly impor-
tant goal. The fourth Indo-German En-
vironment Forum was, therefore, fittingly
titled “Together for Greater Resilience”.
With th 3 i

Commerce and Industry and the Asia-
Pacific Committee of German

demand. One particularly interesting
example is the partnership between
BHEL and the Dortmund-headquartered
Thyssenkrupp Nucera.

The FTA offerssignificant potential for

Yojana, reflecting the Prime Minister” sconvwnon that no

hould haveto choose health. A
decadeon, 4.65 i Rs21,5l1crore
directly into their accounts. Suengthened under Mission
Shakn it pmvxdes anadditional benefit for asecond girl child.

the development of tech-
nologies and a circular economy. The pri-
vate sector in both countries is already fo-
cused on theseareas. Thisalso involves the
decarbonisation of industry, for example
through green steel and low-carbon ce-
ment. German and Indian municipalities.
are working with companies to develop
standardised collectmn and recychng Sys-
tems, digital tailor-
made financing solutions.

Tam impressed by India’s ambitious.
targets for solar energy, green hydrogen
and growing domestic manufacturing.
Germany brings a wide range of experi-
ence in grid integration, storage systems
and regulation. Through j yomt initiatives—
rangmg fromthei

h ey 2025 lear thatsuch atransfer
achieves its full purpose when it travels with counselling that
enables informed decisions within the household. Revnawmg

Rawsthan s Cash- which paired ith
i change ication, it records that
the sh: women on food rose from 30

per cent to 89 per cent, and that myths surrounding maternal
nutrition receded as hushands and families were drawn into
the conversation. Parts gr around be-
cause amother’s nutrition was never hers to secure alone.
Community ownership cannot mean placing the entire
burden of nutrition and early childhood careon the anganwadx
worker. It must mean uf
her. This September, I call upon every citizen to visit at least one
anganwadi centre in their locality. Speak to the worker, read the
howyou them. Fathers, grand-
pa:ems, panchayats and self-help groups all have a role. The
il i i is thi ‘willbe in

energies to green industrial clusters — we

in the two countries. Our com- InJanuary, Prime Minister Business (APA), the forum
bined marke'rs servea population Narendra Modiand Chancellor brought together policymakers,
of almost 2 billion people. S, . businessleaders, scientists and
India and Germany have been Friedrich Me_rz reaffirmed their representativesofcivil society. My
strategic partners for 75 years. In commitment tothe counterpart, Yadav,
March, we celebrated the anniver- Partnership forSustainable and Tagreed to pursue techrucal
sary ofourdiplomaticties. In Janu- Green Devel it on climate
ary, Prime Minister Narendra Modi b and learn from each other’s ex-
and ChancellorFriedrich Merzmet periences. We also signed a Dec-

can

The writer

theirtwenties when India yof
The health and confidence they carry into that year are bemg

shaped toda'y ‘When every y takes for
forthe i, Bharat takesresy foreverychild's future.
environment, climate action, nature
The writer s Ur inister for hildl D

conservation and nuclear safety of Germany

Todecolonise Hindiis toembraceits many VOIC@S

c erary acrossDe i, Kaithi, nmsxrg nch oral traditions and languages ~ Common Hindustani words were substi-

A G khi, and Perso- i Awadhx and Bra; Bhasha. ruledwﬂ;h tatsamaSanskritterms. Theword  licing. The linguistic world of North India
- Th i tic was al- didnotdis-  for angry  was built through encounters, borrowings
SHAGUN GUPTA tered by the colonial state’s obsession toclas- mnnﬂe this British formulation. Organisa- (nam..) Wl[_h l\mddh etc. and adaptations. Perhaps the real lesson of
sify, count, and simplify governance, Thein-  tions like the Nagari Pracharini Sabha and i ion,these  Hindi’s history is Ihar its greatest slreugth

ONHINDIDiwas, notmerely  itial curred inthe1830swhenthe  the Hindi Sahitya aggn ad histori-  hasnever Ithast
how Hindibecame amodernlanguage,but  East India Company replaced Persian with cal apy and modern On this Hindi Diwas, we should re-
how we came to imagine what “Hindi” is. i courts,set-  based of Khari ly“pure”  They the definition of “Hindi”  memberthatlanguagesdonot grow through

‘Today, Hindi appears to us as a relatively

thesister reg-

tingup: eti
istersof Hindi andUrdu The 1900 court res-

(shuddh) national language. Under the edi-

when looking at the past — claiming all

walls. The Hindi of the future will be strong-

fixed linguistic entity: Standardised Khari (orsl-upofMahaverrasadDmvedl thejour-  medieval poetry, from the of estnotwhenit rsian, Urdu, Braj,
Boli written inDevanagariand increasingly  olution in the United Provinces, which  nal forlan-  thePrithviraj. jof and Awadhi i butwhen item-
i with a Sanskrit-derived vocabu- itted D i i Persi: guage  stanc and  the Awadhi of Tulsidas —even as theyre-  braces them as part of its history. To decol-

lary. Yet the historical world from which
modern Hindi emerged was farmore fluid.
In the pre-colonial era, northern India

script, politicised the issue, turning lan-
guages into rigid communal markers.
The decisive partition came with thehg

operated with plural linguistic gmtf‘ 1912-13.
thatshifted y functi of ininga “common language” col-
context —whether inthe the lapsed. prescribed

court, thetemple, orat home. Peopledid not
haveasingle, exclusive “mother tongue”. Lit-

separate standardised supplementary
readers for Hindi and Urdu in 1916, delegit-

purging Arabic and Persian |

Perhaps the real lesson of Hindi’s
history is that its greatest strength
has never been purity. It has
been absorption

epaper.indianexpreqn;eonjn.. -

day fo fard-
ised Khari Boli register. The past became plu-
ralsothat the present could become singular.
‘This created severe internal hierarchies. Braj

Bhasha

onise Hindi is not to make it purer. It isto
make it historically whole, embodying the
PM's vision of Ek Bharat, Shreshtha Bharat,

where unity 15 not sameness, but the har-

Popular folkfor 1|
lued. Urdu i 1
Tme cultural decolonisation requires us

New Delhi

monious many voices.

The writer is a PhD scholar, Department
of History, University of Delhi
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INDIA-EU FREE TRADE AGREEMENT PROVIDES MARKET ACCESS FOR 16 CATEGORIES OF STEEL EXPORTS

Indiagets 1.64 mt EU steel quota,
imports of EU cars may rise 6-fold

RaviDutta Mishra
NewDelhi, September13

AMID TENSIONS over steel ex-
ports to the European Union
(EU) due to regulations such as
the Carbon Border Adjustment
Mechanism (CBAM) India has

Quota) follow the EU's Steel
Overcapacity Regulation, which
came into force on July 1 this
year.Intrade parlance, TRQisa
tool which limits the trade of
quantity ofa particular itemeli-
gible for lower duty. It aims to
ensure protection for the EU's

secured 164 mil )
of steel expoxt quota, across 16
ialised

steelindustry against
of global overcapacity. It sets

items like metallic coated sheets
and stainless hot-rolled quarto
plates, to the EU under the free
trade agreement (FTA), as per
draft India-EU deal released by
Brussels.

The total country-specific
quota falls under two parts,

free-of-duty quotas at 18.3 mt,

*EU’S STEEL IMPORT RULES

INDIA'S STEEL exportstathe EU
currently stand at 4 million tonnes

ONLY 17,191 cars were imported
by India from the EUin 2025

EUHAS won afirst yeartariff-rate
quota of 100,000 completely
built-upi | i

witha 50%duty forout-of-qt
i Jt-and:

pourre-  and ig-in hybrid cars
gime toenhance transparency.
As peran Indian Counul for THEQUOTArisesto 160,000 cars

by the 10thyear, butonly forcars
priced above €15.000

omic Relations (KCR[ER) note
I

whereby the FTA
comesinat069 mtand themost
favoured nation component,
availabletoall partner countries,
stands at 095 mt. This means
thatonly the FTA componentof
the quota is assured and India’s
products will have to compete
with other countries in the rest
oftl : :

shifting toward high cludingc financing,
added steel produclswﬂlreduce access to clean technology, and
th CBA investment isessen-
ar C tial to ease th i
positioninthe EUmarket.India ~ compliance burdenon MSMEs,”
has received quotas on several  the ICRIER note said.
value-added categories too. The draft also showed that
“This structural transition EUhaswonafirst-yeartariff-rate

should be supported by indus-

trial policies that integrate Pro-

duction Linked Incentives with
ddevelop-

ports to the EU currently stand
at4 mt. The TRQs (Tariff Rate

ment funding. Targeted ﬁnau
cial and technical assistance, in-

Gas power generation
up 80% amid shortfall

® Gas power: High demand, evening shortage

[ Year (September1 Generation from
9)
2026 _‘ 08864
2025 I 60370
2024 I G509¢
2028 I ' 275 %8
1202 — 584
202 1

'SOURCE: NATIONAL POWER PORTAL

Pratyush Deep
New Delhi, September13

AMID AN unusual surge in

balancing role in evening peak
hours, when solar output falls.
‘This has become more sig-

quota of 100,000 completely
built-up internal-combustion
and non-plug-in hybrid cars,
which is almost six times of the
currentimports. Indiaimported
only 17,191 cars from EUin 2025,

Expandmg tie

The quota rises to 160,000 cars
bythe10th year. But the conces-
sion applies only to cars priced
above €15,000. For cars priced
between €15,000 and €35,000,
thein-quotaduty falls from 110%
t035%inthe firstyearand down
1010% inthe Sth year of the deal
comingintoeffect. ToprotectIn-
dian car manufacturers, India
has given no concession to cars
below €15,000. For cars priced
above €35,000, tariffs decline
from 66%t030%in thefirst year

€S

to10%overthesame period. The
quota is divided among three
price bands, with 43,000 units
reserved for cars priced above
€50,000 from Year Sonward.
ThinktankGlobal Trade Re-
searchInitiative (GTRI) said the
EU becomes the second major
trade partner after the UK to se-
cure automotive tariff conces-
sions from India under an FTA.
GTRI said these precedents
could prompt other key trade
partners, like Japan and South
Korea, to seek similar preferen-
tial market access and TRQs.
Onelectricvehicles(EVs), the
draft deal said concessions on
battery-EVs, plug-in hybridsand
carsusingothertechnologiesbe-
ginninginSthyearapply onlyto
vehicles priced at €20,000 or
more. Their Completely Built
Unit quota starts at 20,000 cars
inthe Sthyear, risesto 50,000 in
the10th yearand reaches 90,000
from 14th yearonwards. Electric
and other eligible cars
priced below €20,000 get
noconcession. FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

India’s semicon
sectordraws
$1.4 bnfunding

Press Trust of India
New Delhi, September13

INDIA'S SEMICONDUCTOR
sectorhasattracted $1.4 billion
in all-time equity funding
across 281 funded companies,
with nearly half of thisamount
— $701 million — raised since
2025 alone, according to data
from Tracxn. The findings
come daysahead of SEMICON
India 2026, the country’s flag-
ship semiconductor confer-
enceand exhibition, which will
be held from September 17-19

Deputy P inister of

nificant as

power demand in ation has declined amid a rain- d:

Indiais increasingly relyingon  fall deficit. Unlike coal-fired

gas-based power to meet even-  power plants, gas-t d plants

ingshortfallas hydropowergen-  offergreateroperational flexibil- " -

eration remains constrained ity and can ramp up or down hl l Cal
andcoal-fired plantsareoperat-  quickly to meet fluctuations in Hl COStS may t 0

ing at near-maximum levels. demand, although their gener- . e .
Electricity generationfromgas-  ation costs are higher. A senior Output: NOl(la I | ld_la CI I |ef
based power plants rose 80.3%  government official said the

during September 1-9 fromthe ~ Centrecurrentlyreliesonatleast | Ojasvi Gupta competitive as olher hubs in

same period last year, shows an
analysis of data from the Na-
tional Power Portal.

From September 1 to Sep-
tember 9, gas-based power
plants generated 1,088.64 mil-
lion units (MU) of electricity,
compared with 603.70 MU dur-
ing the same period last year
and 669.94 MU during the cor-
responding period in 2024,

Generation during the
period was also higher in 2023
and 2021, at 1,278.98 MU and
1,111.97 MU, respectively. The

4.5-5.5 gigawatts (GW) of gas-
based powertomeet theevening

New Delhi, September 13

shortfall. India has a total in- | INDIA WILL play a bigger role
stalled gas-based power gener- | in Finnish telecom gear maker
ation capacity of 20.1GW. Nokia'sglobal supply chains as

Data provided by Grid India | thecompany proposesto make
showthat ,when | ita f ing and export
peak power demand touched | base. Buta fairly steep cost dis-
267GW, the night-timeshortfall | advantage for some locally-
was around 77 GW. OnSeptem- | sourced components might

ber 10, when peak power de-
mand reached 269 GW, night-
time shortfall was at 6.1 GW. As
per asenior official, coal-based
power plantsareoperating close
totheirlimits, leaving i

inpurchasesby gas-based power

to ramp up generation. “Coal-

inthespot marketbe-

tween September 1and Septem-
ber10. Natural gas purchases by
the power sector jumped to
30,53,300 metric million British
thermal units (MMBtu) between
September 1and September 10,
from3,75,000 MMBtu duringthe
same period last year, as per the
data fromIndian Gas Exchange.
Thesurgein purchasescame

based power
neck-to-neck and there is no
spacelefttorampitup. Nother-
‘mal power plant is left towhich
we can ask to increase gener-
ation. Plant load factor of most
imported coal-based plants is
around 70% or above. At the
same time, hydro-power is
going down and likely to go
down further as reservoir level

ev gasprice
rose139%, from Rs1,013/MMBtu
to Rs 2420/MMBtu in the same
period. While gas accounts for
only asmall share in the overall
generation mix, it plays a key

isverylowi west-
ernlIndia,” the official said.
Queries sent to Ministry of
Powerdid notelicitany response
till presstime.  FULLREPORTON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESSCOM

emerge as a constraint in
greater localisation, according
toasenior company executive,

Expanding India’s role in
Nokia’s global supply chain
will depend in part on whether
local suppliers can become

Asia. “Tk ies, as

at Yashobt i in Dwarka,
New Delhi.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will inaugurate the fifth

MoSPI Secy: Nominal GDP
revised down as informal
sector data has improved

NOMINAL GDP estimates
under the old 2011-12 series
have been revised lower under
the new series primarily due to
abetter picture of the informal
sector, Saurabh Garg, Secretary
in the Ministry of Statisticsand
Programme Implementation
(MoSPI), said in an interview
with Aanchal Magazine and
Siddharth Upasani.
Responding to questions
raised about the new 202223
base-year GDP series —
leased back in February — that
range from downward revi-
sions and use of producer
prices for double deflation,
Garg told The Indian Express
that MoSPI had made the best
use of data and surveysand, so
far, no one has pointed out
“something obvious that we
must do in the next (GDP
series)”. Edited excerpts:

Whatisthe main reason for
the in

. EXPRESS
mterview

A
SAURABHGARG
SECRETARY, MoSPI

By replacing corporate
proxies with actual empirical
data from the newly institu-
tionalised Annual Survey of
Unincorporated Sector Enter-
prises (ASUSE) and Periodic La-
bour Force Survey (PLFS),
MOoSPI transitioned to direct

alluding a bit much.

Aquestionraised by
PronabSeninaninterview
isthe use of producer price
data. Is the appropriate
dataavailable?

We had shifted the method
of calculation to producers in
the 2011-12 series of the WPI
itself. That's the old series.

The only differences be-
tween WPI (Wholesale Price
Index) and PPI (Producer Price
Index) are that WPI does not
have exports and imports and
includes taxes and trade mar-
ginstosome extent. Apart from
that, our WPI was akin toa PPL
Butwe have made those correc-
tions now. So, the data for the
past 10 years hasbeen collected
fromindustry and that change

annual unor-
ganised productivity and work-
force size.

One thathas

GDP in previous years, not
justApril-June2025?

The primary reason for the
downward revision in nominal
GDP across all overlapping
years (2022-23 to 2024-25 and
subsequent quarters) is the
transition from proxy-based es-
timates in the old series to di-
rect, empirical annual surveys
for the informal sector in the
new series.

In the previous series, be-
cause regular surveys for the
unorganised sector did not
exist, MoSPI calculated Gross
Value Added (GVA) for unor-
ganised sector by multiplying
estimated workforce counts by
the Value Added per Worker
derived from decadal surveys.
This base year GVA was pro-
jected forward for overadecade
using proxies like formal cor-
porate growth rates, inter-sur-
vey growth rates, or historical
tax collections as no regular
datawas available.

‘With the availability of an-
nualsurveyevidence, it has be-
come possibletobetter capture
the distinct growth patterns of
the informal sector. This has

edition of SEMICON India 2026 pmvlded astronger empmcal
on 17, amega- mmmm-m...w
set andi i

conductor industry leaders,
government officials, state rep-
resentatives, and sector experts
as India builds on the momen-

with observed economicactiv-
ity. Therefore, the single largest
driver of the revision in GDP
numbers is the improved

tumofi

we call it. If you buy some-
thing from Vietnam or China,
we've seen the differential in
pricing is in the range of 20%
to almost 80%, depending on
different components,” Vibha
Mehra, India Country Man-
ager, Nokia said in an interac-
tion with FE.

A stronger domestic sup-
plier base would reduce de-
pendence on importsand help
the company manage risks
arising from import duties
and geopolitical disruptions,
Mehrasaid. FE

OpenAICEO Altman rules out
2026 IPO amid Al safety risks

Los Angeles: OpenAl will not go
publicin2026, CEO! SamAltman
saidi

advised moment to go public,
and we don't feel pressure on
that.” hetold busi

day, citing safety concerns over
Al'that render *

Fortune. Thecommentscomeas,
mo-re US urge new

even a 10% risk that Al could
cause extinction by decade’s
end. "Tactually think that, given
everything happening wn.h

rulestogovern Alafter warnings
from OpenAl rival Anthropic
rese-archers that rapidly pro-
gxessmBAI may lead to human

safety,right

REUTERS

tor

of India’s infor-
mal services sector.

come from former CEA
Arvind Subramanianis
that the GDP datadoes not
capture the informal
economy properly and we
areextrapolatingthe
performance of listed

as ay back.

Another criticism aimed at
the GDP datais that this
level of growthis notbeing
“felt’ on the ground.

That, Ithink weneed torec-
ognise, is a larger question. I
think the GDP is a very impor-
tant indicator, no doubt. But
there are a lot of other factors,
uncertamnes, and tha global

Arewenot
using ASUSE data for
quarterly GDP data?

We are using it. We now
have ASUSE on a quarterly
basis and PLFS on a monthly
basis. So, weare using them; we
are not using proxies.

Evenintheearlierseries, we
weren't using only proxies for
the informal sector; that was
used only between the quin-
quennial surveysas you had to
use something until the next
five years. And that was from
the previous base years, sothat
overhang was continuing.

So, the previous2011-12
series was overestimating
GDP?

No, that’sthe point lam try-
ing to make: it's not an overes-
timation. GDPis anestimation
and you make estimates based
on the best data available.

When the 2011-12 and
2004-05 series were estimated,
certain indicators were used
and later changed, leading to
better estimates. Now you
have even better estimates.
Saying it was an overestima-
tion gives the impression there
was a systematic bias. That’s

situation which
you ‘feel’. It’s like when some-
one mentions, ‘We feel infla-
tion (rate) should be higher’. So,
individually, how you see the
prices might be different from
when they are aggregated
across the country and across
different areas. I really wouldn't
want tocommenton thatissue.

‘Would you say that this
new GDP seriesis by far the
most superiorso far?
Absolutely, without doubt.
Every series, at that time, isthe
best series. There is no doubt
(about that) because we are
using the best available data.

Hastherebeenany
criticism of the new

GDP series that you think
is fair?

Obviously, I think this de-
bateis unnecessary. Yeah, that’s
agood question. I really can’t
think (of any) because we have
madethe bestuse of data, digital
data, and surveys. I don’t think
anyone has pointed out some-
thing obvious that we must do
in the next (GDP series).

FULLINTERVIEWON
WWW.INDIANEXPRESS COM

Why shareholders cut stake sales in NSE’s IPO

Akash Mandal
Mumbai, September 13

THE NATIONAL Stock Ex-
change’s (NSE) much-awaited
IPO is finally materialising as
the issue is set to begin on Sep-
tember 17 (Thursday) with the
price band fixed at Rs 1,700-

ducing their potential gains
from the hsung

expected to offload around 126
millionshares inthe OFS, com-
pared to nearly 149 million
sharesthatthey had planned to
sell, as noted in the original
offer documents from June.

The General - hares for the future,”
poration of India, which had ac-  ananalyst tracking the IPO ex-
quired the sh: atanaverage plained. “The IPO itself is ex-
costofaround Rs 5, cutitsstake  pected tolist positively and give
sale by 18 basis pointsand will ~ good returnsgoingahead, since

now earn as much as Rs 1,104
crore from theissue.

Bank of Baroda cut its stake
sale by 13 basis points and may

1,785 per share. ‘TheStateBankofIndia(SBI) ~ earnasmuch asRs 1,373 crore.

While there is buzz all reduceditsstakesalefromi%to Market participants had
around the market for the around07%andisexpectedto expected the NSE IPO to be
blockbuster IPO, the share- gainnearly Rs2,851crore from  priced at around Rs 2,000-
holders selling in this issue  the IPO. While the bank Rs2,100 pershare, valu-
have significantly cut their reduced the number of ingtheexchangeat over
stake sales. The exchange is  shares it was offloading, Rs § lakh crore. How-
now expected to raise around  the updated offer docu- ° ever, the exchange an-
Rs 22,562 crore from the offer-  mentsreleased last week nounced a price band
for-sale (OES), down from the  also added SBI Capital that was lower than ex-
Rs 30,000 crore originally ex- ii pected, valuing
pected. The OFS route means ‘The SBIsubsidiary will off- around Rs 4.42 lakh crore.
any money raised will go di- loadamund() 35%ofitsstakein ~ While this is good for new in-
rectly to the selling share- d.ruuuuRSl 567  vestors,it meant existis
holders; and the ill  crore.Both holder. receive lessthan
not receive any proceeds. originally they had expected.

So, withtheIPOexpectedto  aweighted average cost of under “Withthe price band thatwe
do well why have these share- i saw, it made sense

their re- atl7 ce. for the shareholders to hold

the lower valuations mean
thereisvalueleftonthetable for
investors. Holding onto shares
acquired at cheaper prices will
help existing shareholders
maximise their returns going
ahead,” the analyst added.
BSE shares that listed in
2017 have since gained around
29 times. Thus, SBI, which
would have earned around
Rs 4,418 crore if it had gone
ahead with its original stake
sale, has the potential to see its
investment rise to around
Rs24trillion from Rs 1.4ifNSE
shares rise to Rs 3,000 a share
in a few months or years after
listing. Data suggests that NSE
might give returns as lucrative
as the rival BSE upon listing, if
notmore. FULLREPORTON
WWWINDIANEXPRESS COM

IBM, Blackberry to Nokia: How humbled tech giants reinvented for acomeback

SoumyarendraBarik
New Delhi, September13

IN THE electronics business,
brandshaveatrackrecord ofre-
inventing themselves, exiting
the products that made them
household names and return-
ing in a different avatar. Cana-
diansmartphone maker Black-
Berry, once pushed to the brink
by the collapse of its handset

data centre boom. Interna-
tional Business Machines
(IBM), which helped popularise
the personal computer, exited
PCs two decades ago and now
centresitsbusi

differentbusinesses before find-
ing their eventual calling. Sam-
sung, for instance, began asa
trading company dealing in
dried fish and groceries before
entering ics three dec-

terprise software, hybrid cloud<
Aland high-end computing.
Forthese companies, the re-
invention has followed the pat-
tern that when a consumer

adeslater, while Nintendospent
muchofitsearly historymaking
playing cards before moving
into video games and handheld
gam ing consoles. Corporate

have their perils.

ing the business modelitself, formusedin herem- ubstar
though, sometimes makesthe  bedded systems, and secure ns handset business to MICIO-
durable. ications software  soft. What remained was pri-
% 5 used by go dbusi- maruya ion;
BlackBerry, Nokia’s nesses. Th isbegin- Nokia
transformation ningtoshowupinitsfinancial then expanded that business

At its peak, BlackBerry was
one of the defining brands of
thesmartphone era, known for
its physical QWERTY key-
boards and secure messaging
services. But the arrival of

ware

business,isnowa or itised — primarily I ike people, according to As- Apple’s iPhone and Android
terprise and embedded soft-  for failing to italise on  wath D: Professor of kia led global lesin the 2000s but its

with i i trends—it NYU® f - withthe . REUTERS. position. BlackBerry stopped
gaining more than 100% over  forcesthe company to fall back Business and corporate valu- making its own phones in 2016,
the past year. Nokia, once the  on less visible i ati ieshave  Young compames trymg toact  youa facelift, you can beyoung effectively endingits lifeasa
world’s biggest mobile phone  developed along the way, such a]necy dafirm i oldand yingto  again.And consumer hardware manufac-
maker, tod'\v makesmostofits as software, patents, networks  should reflect its position alonw be young again. And there’san  ing into this notion overand  turer. The company that re-
money telecomandnet-  or infrastructure. thejourney entire [hal feeds over again,” Damodaran, a mains is markedly different,
working infrastructute, and is Such reinventions, though,  cliningelder. “More value is de— the ic,saidataNor-  with BlackBerry now focusing
positioning itself as 2 supplier are distinct from technology  stroyed around the world by  bankers, fssen[ially theplastic ~ dic Business Forum discussion ~ on two areas: QNX, its operat-
totheartificial i Al) inentirely  c iesnotacting theirage.  surgeons of business... If Igive  oncorporatemakeovers.Chang-  ing system and software plat-

epaper.indianexpress.oom-- .

New Delhi

position. BlackBerry recorded
a positive cash flow in the
quarterending May forthe first
time since 2017, and its market
value has recovered sharply. It
isnowwortharound $5billion,

through its acquisition of Alca-
tel-Lucent, and more recently
boughtoptical networkingcom-
pany Infinera. That infrastruc-
ture focus has given Nokia an
entry into the AT boom. Its net-

stillafraction of it
billion peak valuation, buta key
turnaround for a business that
had become synonymous with
technological obsolescence.
Nokia underwent an even
more dramatic change. The
companydominatedglobal mo-
bile phonesalesinthe2000s but
struggled with the transition to
smartphones. In 2014, it com-

working connects
servers, data centres and in-
creasingly large clusters of AT
chips. Nokia has made Al and
cloud services one of its stra-
tegic priorities, arguingthat the
rapid construction of Al data
centres will increase demand
forhigh-capacity optical and IP
networks. FULLREPORTON

WWWINDIANEXPRESS COM
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Limits to supply,
rising demand:
Behind Keralam’s
electricity crisis

Shaju Philip
Thiruvananthapuram, September13

WITH A few weeks left for the southwest monsoon to
withdraw, Keralam is facing an unusual power crisis.

The Keralam State Electricity Board (KSEB) has insti-
tuted power cuts lasting between 30 minutes and an hour
for managing peak-hour energy demand, including
nighttime power cuts. Power demand rises at night, as
domestic consumers make up 75% of the state's power
connections. The CPI(M)-led Opposition has blamed the
ruling Congress for poor crisis management.

Low power generation
According to the KSEB, the state’s il

* ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

The problemin OpenAlI’s

OpenAl's announcement of cracking a
famous mathematical problem was
overshadowed by questions over user

Navier-Stokes ‘solution’

NAMEERA ANJUM

OPENAI'S CLAIM that its artificial intelli-
gence(Al) agents dasolution
tothe Navier-Stokes Millennium Prize Prob-
lem has posed a new question for math-
ematical research: What happens when re-
searchers’ work is fed into AT systems, and

*AMILLION-DOLLARPROBLEM

The Navier-Stokes Millennium
Prize Problemis one of the
seven mathematical
problems identified by the
Clay Mathematics Institute,
carrying a million-dollar
bounty for whoever cracks it

THE NAVIER-STOKES equations
— which build on 19th-century work
by Claude-Louis Navier and George
Gabriel Stokes —describe h

Inward
spiral

“de-i¢ " data ion:
islaterused to improve the models?

The ChatGPT makersaid itsresearchers
and Al agents did not access specific user
dala tosolve the problem. But in ablog post

fluids move, taking into account
factors such as pressure, velocity,
and viscosity. They are used to
model everything from water
flowi da boatand air

8,the also said it
cou.ld not rule out the possibility that de-
identified data from researchers’ use of its
products had helped improve its models.
De-identified datarefersto mformauou
fromwhich personali

the data — have been removed.

demand for power in September 2026 was 5, 000 mega-
watts (MW) as against 3,794 MW in September 2025. The
state has met only 4,200 MW, resulting in a shortage.
Keralam produces only 1,650 MW and gets 1,500 MW
from the Central pool. The Union Ministry of Power peri-
odically allocates power generation capacity to states
from its pool of unallocated quota in Central Generating
Stations (CGS), which are large power-generating

But that does not necessarily mean the
underlying information, ideas or content
have not been used by a model.

The blog post has drawn scrutiny from

moving around an aircraft to blood
moving through the human body.

Axial
stretching

THEPROBLEM s whether, inthree
dimensions, a fluid that starts out
behaving smoothly can always

data and how the result was reached

But formal verification does notanswer
the question of how an Al model arrived at
the resultinthe first place.

The question of whether an Al system
can make a mathematical discovery is not
entirely new. In May, one of OpenATI’s s inter-
nal moc Kled th

continue to d whetherits
behaviour can become infinitely
intense in a finite amount of time. In
simple terms: if you start with a fluid
whose motion is well-behaved, can
the equations ever praduce a point
where the fluid's velocity becomes
infinitely large?

THIS POSSIBILITY iscalled a
singularity or ‘blow-up’ The
equations allow different scalesand
forces withina fluid to interactin
complicated ways, and
understanding whether mose

planar unit distance problem.

Notably, the previous breakthroughre-
flected Al's reasoningand creation capabil-
ities, as the “problem had no answer tore-
trieve. The model produced a new
construction that humans had not found
in 80 years of trying,” Sayan Ranu, profes-
sor of computer science at IIT Delhi, told
The Indian Express.

Recognition and rewards

Ifan Al system produces a proof that
humans had not previously found, math-
emauclans may | have to grapple with a

Avortex d
the Navier-Stokes equations. openal

fluid flow under

ff leadtoa bl
the heart of the problem.

clear. This hasbecome particularly sensitive
in mathematics, because researchers in-
creasingly use Al systems to discuss unfin-
ished ideas, test approaches and work
through them

OpenAThassaid nospecificuserdatawas

mathematicians, particularly b
York University professor Tristan Buck-
masterand Anthropic researcher Levent Al-
poge had been working on related Navier-

But that is a narrower claim than ruling out
the possibility that de-identified data from
users' interactions may have contributed to

stations. Electricity as a subject comes under the Concur- Stokes research using Al tools, trainingorimprovingits models. Blurred
rent List of the Constitution, meaning both the Centre including OpenAT’s Codex. Keswani said the concern is .
and thestates have jurisdiction over it. “De-identified use of a re- amplified by the imbalance be- llnes

In general, the state generates only 25% ofits actual searcher’s conversations blurs tween individual researchers De-identified
requirement from various sources, hydel, solar theli st and Alcompanies. “Isit fairfora datareferst
and wind. In comparison, Andhra Pradesh % of d it A I company to have visibility into At “ 0
its power demand from its own generation and Tamil without theirknowledge,” Vilay | EXPLIMINED | researchers’ ideasand beableto ""'m""mf“"

Nadustands at 50%. Keswani, assistant professor of fromwhich
*SOLAR Notably, Keralamisa computer science at IIT Delhi, Aweekly column with vast computing resources personal

leadingstate in rooftop told The Indian Express. decoding Al's new available only to them, toscoop  jdentifiers —as
BRIGHT SPOT solar power generation. For Keswani, the issue goes frontiers, how they the researchers whose thinking (¢ who generated
® Despite low power generation  Its solar production hit beyond data privacy. It raises ~ Shape 'hle worldand  jnformed the result?” he said. thedata — have
overall, Keralamisa leading 2,508 MW by the end of questions of “epistemic owner- ourplaceinit Healso pointed to a distinc- q
statein rooftopsolar power May, with avast majority ship™: whether Al companies tion between what maybeper-  Deenremoved.
generation. being rooftop panels. candraw onideasgenerated byresearchers  mitted undera service’s terms and what re- e

Under the PM Surya Ghar usingtheirtools without clear - may as
: Eg:,er ﬁ]::{: Sl;‘rvazG ghg kr kh scheme, Keralam has 2.96 mentor consent. informed consent: “De-identified” use of a Butthat ‘_mcs Hok
'cl Il eti o 'c mhas, a1 k: lakh installations cover- hec y i i necessarily mean
Ir?;u:e?\o‘? d: B?J‘:T;!Iir;gdoeas gt ing 3,03,531 households. increasingly being used not just toassist  under terms of service, bu[ that is different the underlying
hel meenl;e nighttime But solar power does not iciansbut from the gly consenting information,

P e . help Keralam meet the explore problemsthat have resisted human  to their ideas being used inacompetingre-  jdeas or content
demand, givena lack of options Py ey : or c
fostoreit nightt d, given for decades. searcheffort. have not been

i alackofoptions tostoreit. 3 5 5 3 sed by Al
The KSEB has lined upa De-identification OpenAI’s approach used byan
slew of Battery Energy The exact process OpenAl uses for de- Initsblog post, OpenAlsaid 10,000 con- model.
Storage Systems (BESS) that are yet to become identification in this context isnot publicly ~ currently running Al agents — systems — s—"

operational.

Poor monsoon

The ElNifio effect, or the abnormal warming of sur-
face waters in the equatorial Pacific Ocean that can sup-
press the Indian monsoon, has been witnessed this year.
The southwest monsoon has been weak during the June-
September period, with Keralam recording a 26% deficit
in seasonal rainfall till September 11.

Official datashows that the water storage in all KSEB
reservoirs was only at 63.75% of the maximum storage
level as of September 10. This has forced the KSEB to
throttle down hydropower generauon considering the
withdrawal of the and higher
the next few weeks.

‘The poor monsoon and sudden temperature spike
since late August have contributed to an increase in
power demand, mainly from domestic consumers.

The state disaster management authority has put Ke-
ralam onalert due to an unusual rise in temperature,
with a departure of up to 4 degrees Celsius from normal.
Rising night temperatures are further driving long-dur-
auon AC usage. The KSEB has also found that the night-

il d is rising owing to the of electric
vehicles.

Keralam isready to buy power at higher rates from
power exchanges elsewhere, but it faces another grim
prospect. Nationally, too, power generation has been low
dueto factors such asa poor monsoonand low coal stock
atpower plants. India is also witnessing an unusual surge
inelectricity demand this September, with peak power
demand nearingthe level recorded during peak summer.

uresin
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* ECONOMY

that carry out tasks —

t math research has
largely avoided: is producing a correct
proof enough to count as mathematical
discovery if the machine’s route to that re»
sultis difficult for humans to

cracked the problem in about 88 hours, 'l'he
resultwas then formalised in Lean, a proof
assistant used for checking mathematical
arguments,

OpenAI said its paper constructs a
mathematical fluid that starts from res[

“We lack reliable tools to trace how a
model arrived at a given output,” Keswani
said. That makes it difficult to determine
whetheraresultisanear-retrieval of some-
thing already presentin amodel'straining
data, a recombination of existing ideas, or

and, underaspecially const

external force, develops a point at which

the velocity grows without bound in finite

time, while its overall energy remains
bounded. Theresulthas not yetbeen inde-

pendently verified or accepted by the

new

According to Keswani, current Al sys-
tems have notdemonstrated complete au-
tonomy inscientific research, because hu-
mans continue to frame the problem,
define the objective and determine what

y.Clay.
ics Institute continues tolist Navier-Stokes
among the unsolved Millennium Prize
Problems, while the Poincaré Conjecture
remains the only one of the seven to have
beenresolved.

Siddhartha Gadgil, professor of mathe-
matics at IISc Bangalore, told The Indian
Express that the use of formal verification
could be significant as Al-generated
mathematics becomes more common.
“Lean provided hope for a superhuman
level of correctness,” he said. “This can be
much better than human evaluation for
checking correctness,” although he cau-
tioned that it is not foolproof.

A formally verified proof could also

constitutesa result.

For Gadgil, the question also extends to
how mathematics recognises and rewards
discoveries. “The traditional systems of
credit and evaluation, including the Mil-
lennium Prize Problems, will face many
problems in the age of AL he said.

OnRussian mathematician Grigori Per-
elman’s solution to the Poincaré Conjec-
ture, Gadgil said “it was years before other
mathematicians worked out the details
and accepted this as correct”.

On Friday, 25 Fields Medal winners is-
sued an open declaration titled “A Severe
Misalignment of Alin Mathematics”, warn-
ingthatthe Alindustry’s push touse math-
emmcal pmblem solvmg asabenchmark

offer beyc g whether
anargument follows logically fromits for-
mal assumptions. “Once we have a proof
object in Lean — we can simplify it, view it
in many ways, and try to extract insights,”
he said.

focuson
conceprua.l understanding and insight.

Meanwhile, OpenAl declined to claim
the Millennium Prize for its result, saying
that the aim behind releasing it was to re-
port on the progress of its Al models.

Copper prices up: Fear of Trump tariffs amid US-China tensions

Pratyush Deep
New Delhi, September13

COPPER PRICES have surged in recent
monthsto hitarecord high of $14,767.5 per
tonne on September 9. Three-month
copper futures, which are contracts for fu-
ture purchase, on the London Metal Ex-
change (LME) remained above the
$14,000-per-tonne mark for most of August
before climbing in September.

Why copper price rise matters
Thered metal is essential to the modern
economy, with uses ranging from housing
and manufacturing to power grids, clean
energy, artificial intelligence and defence.
Thus, its price is often seen as a barometer
of economic health. Arise in copper pnces

According to industry insiders, the
surgeislessabout expectations of stronger
global economic growth and more about
concerns over potential tariffs by the
United States, which could come into effect
from January 2027.

US-led factors

While US President Donald Trump im-
posed a 50% tariffon semi-finished and de-
rivative copper imports in August last year,
refined copper has so far been exempted.
However, there is a proposal to impose a
15% tariff on refined copper imports from
January, to be increased to 30% in 2028.

“In annmpanon of US tariffs, people. are

LME

Againsttrend

® Copper priceis
oftenseenasa
barometer of econ-
omic health. Arisein
copper pricesiscon-
sidered a signal of
rabust growth, while
falling prices tend to
raise concerns about
aneconomic
slowdown.

® However, the
latest rise comes
desplte prospectsuf

inventoriesin the US, two industry sources

told The Indian Express. “Inventory at LME
is currently at 2,65,000 tonnes, and inven-
toryat i Futures 1FE)
is at around 63,000 tonnes. However, the
inventory of US” COMEX is at around
700,000 tonnes,” an industry source told
The Indian Express.

Sumit Jhunjhunwala, Vice President &
Sector Head, Corporate Sector Ratings,
ICRA Ltd, also said that copper prices have
remained elevated mainly due to con-
strained mis yand the

stockpile the metal ahead of itsimplemen-
tation on August 1, heavily contributing to
the surge in copper prices.

‘The move followed a report submitted
by the US Secretary of Commerce, which
claimed that copper importsthreatened to
impair US national security.

l.n 2025 the US imported $16.2 billion

products, China
forzo% oftheseimports, followed by Mex-
icoat17%, the European Union at 14%, Ca-
nadaat 10% and Vietnam at 8%, as per the
USC Research Service.

graphical rebalaucmg of inventories. “Any
majordelay or lower-than-expected US tariff
could reverse theseinventory ﬂu\vs poten-

In April that year, Trump announced a
50%tariffon the full value of semi-finished
copper products anda Zs%mnff onthefull

elling from
warehouses of US COMEX (Cummudlty
Exchange) Asaresult, there has been a
canbetraded

is considered a signal of robust
growth, while falling prices tend to raise

an
However, the current rally appears to
have adifferent story.

onthe LME Tha[ iswhy the futures prices
have gone up,” an industry executive told
TheIndian Express.

This has resulted in a huge buildup of

tead
omic growth clouded
by trade tensions,
the West Asia con-
flict, and uncertainty.

tiall
bal markets and exerting downward press-
ure on copper prices,” Jhunjhunwala said.

Copper in US-China tradewar

Last year, too, Trumps imposition of a
50% tariff on semi- ed and derivative
copper imports prompted US buyers to

value of copp derivative prod-
ucts. The latter rate was reduced to 10%
where at least 95% of the copper, steel and
aluminium used in the product was
sourced from the US. Thesetariff measures
are part of broader trade tensions between
the US and China, with China being the
world’s largest consumer of copper.

Outstation students pouring in, why Delhi University doesn’t have enough hostels

Rishika Singh
New Delhi, September13

THE COLLAPSE of a Paying Guest (PG) ac-
commodationinSouth Delhi’s Satya Nike-
tan recently, which led to the deaths of at
least seven people, includingstudents, has
spotlighted the lack of hostels in Delhi Uni-
versity (DU) colleges.

Over a PIL on auditing such buildings,
the Delhi High Court has flagged “the ab-
solutely inadequate number of hostels
available to students”,

Satya Niketan is one of the many local-
ities that have emerged as hubs of private
student housing over the decades, partly
because of the|r proxmuty to DU colleges.

up inwin-
dowless rooms of badly constructed build-
ings, with poor quality of food and water.

Thegap

The Delhi University Act 0f 1922 led to
theestablishment of one of India’s premier
central universities. Section 33 states that,
“Every studentofthe University (otherthan
astudent who pursues a course of study by
correspondence) shall reside ina College a

Hall, or under such conditions as may be
prescribed by the Ordinances.” “Hall” refers

than 10% of the total student population.
The roadblock

that ity pro-
vided, maintained or recognised.

Over a century later, however, the uni-
versity hassignificantly expanded inscale.
DU’s Annual Report for 2024-25 notes that
from three colleges and 750 students in
North Campus, it spans 90 colleges, 20
standalone hostels and over 6 lakh stu-
dents (those enrolled in person and dis-
tance learning) today.

Around 2.5 lakh come under the con-
ventional mode, and more than half of the
students come from regions other than
Delhi, the report said.

Not all 90 colleges offer residence, and
the university does not offer consolidated
data on the total number of hostel seats.
Around 2015, it was reported that against
an estimated 1.8 lakh students enrolled
with DU at the time, only about 9,000 seats
wereavailable inits hostels torboth under-
graduate :md

d d foris h b

of hostel seats has been raised repeatedly
over the years. Haritma Chopra, principal
at South Campus’s Maitreyi College, told
The Indian Expressthat the share of outsta-
tion students has grown with deepening
access to technology and the university’s

b e ineaboiica

decadeago.

VSNegi, the president of the Delhi Uni-
versity Teachers’ Association (DUTA), said
that the organisation has raised the issue
in the past, but colleges have cited con-
straints. “Very little has been seriously
done to provide hostel facilities to all stu-
dents,” Negi told The Indian Express.

Those within the administration, how-
ever, say thateven wnha(pausmns, needfor
external acce will i

the sheer number of outstation students.
i Nanda, principal of North

Campuq specially, which was

Campus’s Mxranda House, said rhelr limi-
tati -

in 1973 to cater to growing demand, lack
hostels, or have hostels that can cater toless

cific regulations that govern construction
and expansion: “Every college has a par-

ticular capacity, based on its

Some expansion has happened with
new hostel blocks built around 2012, and
another120-bed building is beingexplored
with fundingsources such as corporate so-
cial responsibility. “Many colleges are
doing similar things, but a100% residential
campus in a public university is not poss-
ible with the kind of land holdings we
have,” sheadded.

Other hurdles caninclude the long pro-
cess of reualvmq clearances and permits
from civicbodi orpor-
ationofDelhi, and ob!axmngadmjmstxauve

on i rmarlz

details; you have to undertake mapping
and reachoutto several agencies. Anarchi-
tect has to be involved, and the funding
requirement runs into crores,” she added.
For instance, with her college building lo-
cated in the diplomatic enclave of Chana-
kyapuri, there were restrictions on the
number of floors that could be built for the
hostel, affecting capacity.

Thealternative

With limited hostels, PGs have prolifer-
ated, charging nmnthly rent ranging from

or preserving historical buildings.

Funding also matters. Chopra said one
major funding source is the Higher Educa-
tion Financing Agency (HEFA). It is a joint
venture of the Ministry of Education and
CanaraBank “for financing creation of capi-
tal assets in premier educational institu-
tions in India”, its website says. “In certain
colleges, the a]umm supportrenovation or
7 Chopra said.

size. Then say a building like ours, estab-
lished in 1948; that is a heritage buildingin
asense.”

epaper.indianexpress.com .. .

“When yau are constructingabuilding,
so many compliances have to be looked
intobecause you have to present the exact

New Delhi

Rs11,000 Rs 25,000 per person,
which can be higher than the annual fee of
some courses.
DU Vice-Chancellor Yogesh Singh re-
cently held a meeting on Lhe condition of
tudent resi many col-
leges have now issued directives to stu-
dentsto provxde information about their
PGs. Nandasaid that
colleges could be more “actively involved
as stakeholders” in the process. For
example, students at her college drafted a
report on vetting private PGs last year.
Recently, the Delhi government too
proposed a draft Bill to regulate PGs.
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Nayonika Bose: Mumbai’s road
network is barely comparable with
other cities in the country. Why do
you think we have not beenable to
develop Mumbai’s roads?

Itis not enough that we have just havea
budget. Mumbai is a linear city. It is penin-
sular in nature and on three sides, there is
the ocean, so we cannot expand. We have
448 sq km of suburb, with large chunks of
the forest and the national park in it along
the Coastal Regulation Zone (CRZ). So, the
actual area available for development and
road network is less. If you compare it to
Delhi, which has a road network of more
than 28,000 km, Mumbai has only 2,050
km. We have tried to bridge this by explor-
ing underground corridors such as the
Goregaon Mulund Link Road (GMLR) and
the coastal ring road which will connect
Marine Drive and Virar. As for the issue of
road quality, we are concretising approxi-
mately 700 km. The road quality also gets
affected due to frequent trenching. Unlike
othercities, all utility corridors run beneath
the road surface. We have roughly 27 to 30
utilities and they need to be constantly re-
paired or augmented for which trenching
is critical. Currently, we are developing a
trenching policy which will be designed to
incentivise the use of dedicated ducts. The
infrastructure deficit will have to be made
up by public transport. For that, the entire
metro network will need to be completed,
which isexpected in two-three years.

Pratip Acharya: The fleet of BEST
buses is shrinking. Are we over
investing in metros and do we need to
focus more on other modes of
transport for the last-mile
connectivity?

‘We cannot say that there is an over in-
vestment in the metro as that is absolutely
required. ButIcansay that thereisan under
investment in buses or other last-mile trans-
port. However, the problem is the size of the
fleet. In Mumbai, the bus fleet size is
roughly 2,600-2,800 while the city needs
7000t010,000 buses. Fora city where maxi-
mumtripsare made on foot, our pedestrian
infrastructure remains extremely poor. We

e . an-first
policy, where we are prioritising by clearing
encroachments near stations. Last-mile
connectivity isnotasimple, linear thingbut
amixof multiple things. Action needsto be
taken by different authorities, even people
haveto change certain habits.

Pratip Acharya: Despite BMC’s
mammoth budget, Mumbai always
ranks low on the national Swachh
Survekshan list. How is BMC working
toimprove cleanliness?

We collect 7000 metric tonnes of solid
wasteand 8,000 metric tonnes of construc-
tion debrisdaily. The challenge liesin trans-
portingit tothe processing groundsand en-
suring that nothing is left on the road oron
open spaces. Our biggest challenge is that
40 per cent of our population is living in
slums where waste collection is difficult.
Since these are not organised households,
they donot put their dustbins outside even
if we go there daily at 7 am. We have ident-
ified garbage vulnerable points (GVPs).
There are roughly 186 GVPs in the city
alongside 200 garbage hotspots. We are at-
tempting to eliminate them by deploying
NGOs and using digital applications. But.
as citizens, we also need some self-disci-
pline and should not litter.

Shubhangi Khapre: The 2005 floods
in Mumbai highlighted the absence
ofadequate storm water drainage.
How challenging are mitigation
efforts given different climatic
challenges?

‘We are far better equipped today than
wewerein2005. However, the challenge of
climate change, erratic and extreme
weather events still looms. Currently, our
drainage hasthe capacity to handle 55 mm
rainfall in an hour, which is more than ad-
equate in normal situations. However,
when rainfall crosses more than 100 mmto
300 mm in low-lying areas within a short
timespan, thenthis network may fall short.
There are temporary storage solutions too,
such as underground tanks, identification
of areas with water-logging and restricting
people’smovement there, Additionally, we
have submitted an urban flood mitigation
plan to the Central government which will
be funded under the National Disaster Re-
lief Fund. The central part is early warning
for which we have been leveraging help
from H'I‘Bombaywhlch nges usthreeday’s
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WHY ASHWINI BHIDE

Ashwini Bhide is the first woman municipal commissioner in the Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation’s (BMC) 133-year old history. Bhide has spearheaded
Mumbai's most ambitious infrastructure projects including the Mumbai metro project and the coastal road project, gaining her the moniker of Mumbai's infra
woman. Her appointment also comes at a time when the elected representatives return to Mumbai after a hiatus of four years with the Bharatiya Janata Party and
Shiv Sena-led the Mahayuti regime being at the centre of BMC's affairs

ON STATE OF
MUMBATI'SROADS
The road quality gets
affected dueto frequent
trenching. We have
roughly 27 to 30 utilities
that need constant repair.
Weare developinga
trenching policy to
incentivise the use of
dedicated ducts

ONDATA CENTRES
AND WATER

The state government
has a Green Data Centre
Policy, which mandates
data centres to use
recycled water... So, in
local areas where

there are conflicts,

there are ways of
addressing them

“You cannot say that data centres
should not be there. It creates jobs,
but regulations will be putin place’

Ashwini Bhide, Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation Commissioner, on managing floods and air pollution,
addressing concerns about data centres and what other cities can learn from Mumbai. The session was moderated
by Nayonika Bose, Senior Correspondent, and Pratip Acharya, Principal Correspondent, The Indian Express

Ashwini Bhide, Bri i Municipal C

atthe Mumbai office.

is known as advanced zemary lrea[men[

redevelopment in the suburbs, Why
notseenas much

The water can then meetvery h

standards,
additional treatment as requued Ior rheu
operations. Therefore, data centres do not
necessarily depend on potable water sup-
plied by municipal corporations. In Mum-
bai, seven sewage treatment plants (STPs)
are currently under construction. Mumbai
requires around 4,100 MLD (million litres
per day ) of water every day, of which ap-
proximately 2,400 MLD is converted into
sewage. Of the 2,400 MLD, we have so far
been treating it only through secondary
treatment before releasing it into the sea.
However, with the new STPs, this sewage
willundergo primary, secondary and terti-
ary treatment. Weexpect torecoveraround
1200 MLD of water that can be reused inthe
city for non-potable purposes. This water
can be supplied to data centres and other
organisations that require water for non-
potable uses. It could also eventually be
used in households, although that would
require separate plumbing systems.

Zeeshan Shaxkh Theother concernis

localised predic b i we
ensure that the pumps are workmg. traffic
police are informed and rerouting is done.

Mohamed Thaver: Thereis also
anxiety among peopleabout the
boom of data centres. Many are
concerned about the water they use.
Thestate government has a Green Data
Centre Policy, which mandates data centres
touse recycled water. Si resare

the
and the noise the datacentres
generate. In placeslike Thane,data
centres are coming up near
residential areas. Do you think there
isaneed forapolicy on wheredata
centresshould belocated ?

Mumbai attracts so many data centres
due to undersea marine cables that are lo-
cated near Mumbai and (also in) Chennai.

saythatdatacent not

also major consumers of energy, the policy
requi toprocureor

energy as well. Many of the new data
centres comingup in Navi Mumbai and sur-
rounding areas fall under CIDCO and the
Navi Mumbai Municipal Corporation,
which have water treatment plants. These
plants treat sewage, and the treated water
undergoes further processing through what

be there, we have to co-exist. We have to
draw boundaries between the habitable
areas and the industrial areas. So, in areas

where there are conflicts, there are ways of

addressing them. It is a business, it gener-
ates jobs, it creates an ecosystem for devel-
opment. But regulations will be put in place.

Pratip Acharya: There’s more

properties will weigh their options.

Bose: Thy i \!
Redevelopmeut wm come to me cuy churn outlarge quantum of
becaus: an ctiv-  Ct ionand D ion (C&D)

ityand the functlon of prof:[abxh(y also
plays a part. In our existing scheme, we
have guaranteed free housing for
people. Even for cessed buildings
(pre-1969 structures), there is free
housing. Once you give a house
free, then it needs to be compen-

'waste. Isthe city reallyequipped to
handleitand how dowe bridge the
capacity?
E ‘Wegenerate almost 8,000 metric
= tonnes of C&D waste every day and
BMC themselves have set up plants
up to 1200 MT. But, the generated

sated by somebody. Due to this, o C&Dwasteisoften dumpingillegally
even though thecity has redevelop- SCAN THE in old quarries or protected govern-
ment potential, developers weigh ?g\(ilgTDCEH ment land. That now needs to be
theiroptionsas towhere it would be streamlined. What we need isrecyc-

financially viable. In some areas,
there are high restrictions, in some
areas, land becomes an issue. In south
Mumbai, cessed property, tenanted prop-
erties, especially those on BMC and state
lease are getting redeveloped but private

THEVIDEO

ling because often C&D waste gets
mixed with wood, PoP, stones and
bricks. Therefore, we need facilitiesto segre-
gateand reuse the materials, sothat they can
go back into other construction work. We

have also prepared a portal on the lines of

ON CREATING
OPENSPACES

Where land is scarce, we
have to be innovative.
Currently, the coastal
road gardens are being
planned. With that, we
will create almost 70
hectares, for sports,
performances and open
gardens where people can
gather orjust loiter

epapenindianexpress.com.- .

NWFEFR OF AN I

Delhi’s Malba Portal. We idevel-

in its first project, worked with consultants
but later, it developed its own capacity to
execute and plan projects. Now it itselfisa
consultant. I keep telling my BMC officers
thatthereare certain areas whereonly BMC
works, nobody else. So, we should be in a
position to start our own consultancy at
some point of time. Today, DMRC'’s major
revenue comes from their consultancy ser-
vices because you can't earn revenue only
through tickets.

Nayonika Bose: The changein

reservation of Neville D’Souza

football gound hasonceagain
broughtto f

clly. we have not even been able to
develop our seafront to the best

w to
bridge this gap?

Inacity whereland itselfis ascarcity, we
have to be innovative in ueaung Spaces
Currently, th
planned and that is being beautifully de-
signed. With that, we will create almost 70
hectares, for sports, performances and just
asopen where peoplecan gatheror
justloiter. These arethe opportunities which
we should utilise.

Zeeshan Shaikh: Do you think we’re
doingenough for green coverand
parks for the residents in Mumbai?

Given the area we have, our per capita
green space is more than enough. But yes,
wecanalways dobetter. As city planners, we
need to strike a balance with the reality of
Mumbai. We havearound 30to32lakhtrees
in the city, when we include trees from
Aarey forest. Out of that 2 lakh trees are
along the road. This number is good, but
equitable distribution isan issue.

Dharavi has less tree cover, which leads
to heat generation, making the standard of
livingeven poorer. But, we can do better. We
arealso 1to have yre-

when! Juiredtobe cut.
There are timeswe are required to plant 200
trees torhve uees cut. Unfortunately, for re-
landavailable, and we
plantin the peripheral areas like Panvel or
Palghar. In BMC, we have now said that
larged happens, and
certain amenity plots open up, they will be
inventoried and put on GIS. Among those
plots, some will not be put to any recre-
ational use but will remain available as
gardens. Small plots with trees will therefore
be available across the city. With Miyawaki
plantation, we can plant almost 1lakh trees
onthese plots.

SadafModak: There are avoidable
deaths every monsoon dueto
i d buildi Is
thatneeds tobe
putinplace, like forceful evacuation
ortemporary accommodation?
Yes, we will at some point lookat forceful
Bu dati
is not available as an option in all cases.
Thereisasystem forthat. Fromourside, we
have now decided, along with the Collector,
thatafter monsoon, we will find outsome of
the most vulnerable places, and we will try
to demolish some of these structures in ad-
vance. We will request people to move
from those areas, because there is no other
alternative.

Ritika Chopra: If Mumbai were to

whati

forother

opers, transporters, recycling experts and
innovators. C&D waste needs to be dealt
with scientificallyand

of rules.

Ritika Chopra: What do you think of
FDA. commissioner Tukaram

id?

1 that they
Ithinkthe first thingis the metro master
plan. It was prepared in 2004, anddoneina
very scientific way. MMRDA conducted a
comprehensive transport study for the en-
Llre MMR region. They created various fu-

S W

Every officer has his own style of func-
tioning. This uniqueness of each officer
makes bureaucracy also very versatile.
Everybody knows the rule book. But at
times, society also needs some shocks, be-
cause without that the issueat hand will not
be discussed. Tukaram is a mature officer.
He knows that this kind of initial noise is
needed otherwise nobody would bother. I

and picked the most real-
lsnc one. So what other cmes should dois
makea fortheir

see where exactly the city is going, what its
strong points are, what its weak points are,
and which areas need aboost.

Another strong point is that why we
complain about the multiplicity of
agencies, Mumbai has various agencies
which have the nimbleness and action

amvery sure hewill put e, 50
even lateron, this work continues.

Zeeshan Shalkh. We have multiple
thereis
lechmcal expertise in-house, but
increasingly, these agencies hire
external consultants.Isthisa
capacity gap?
Ithink
bad. Metro Line 3, the underground metro,
for instance, was the first underground in-
tervention in the city. We got people from
the railways and other places. Qur initial
team was about 100 people who were ac-
companied by around 500 consultants.
Oncethejobwasover, they left. If Idecideto
do everything in-house, then we will have
to have huge teams because there is too
much work. And then how will our team

because they work on various projects. For

orientation to quis gearup fortakingon
big projects. Maybe other cities can think of
having specialised agencies or project im-
plementation agencies. What is to be
avoided is probably that you can’t — you
should not — take up so many projects at
one go. You should at least plan in such a
way that some projects are completed
within a short span of time, and then you
take up further projects.

Pratip Acharya: Howis the BMC

looking at

We cannot look at it in isolation. One of
the biggest reasons for air pollution, which
is not discussed enough, is the air move-
mentinthewhole MMR regionand howthe
wind and dust from these areas circulate.
What liesin our hands is how to control the
pollution. First is construction activity and
the BMC is now monitoring more than
3,000 construction sites where we have

forMetroLine3, we

fullcovers, AQImonitors. Ourof-

did not have that kind of expertise in India.
We got a tunnelling expert from the UK for
acertain number of days. But your question
is right, dependence on consultants is not
bad, over-dependence isbad. Forexample,
the Delhi Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC),

New Delhi

ficials havea dashboard tomonitor the com-
pliance. Even the RMC plants and sites are
now fully covered. Another key factor is ve-
hicular pollution and therefore, the shift to
publictransport, electric vehiclesis alsovery
important. It will happen with time.
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Can tokens move assets
as fast as money moves?

Launched by RBI and Sebi, Demat 2.0 has seen some high-profile tokenized bond issuances.

Tokenization holds the promise of a superior market but we can't take its success for granted

ndia has spent the past decade making

money move faster. Now it wantsto do the

same with assets like bonds, gold and prop-

erty. On 10 September, the Reserve Bank

of India (RBI) and Securities and Exchange

Board of India launched Demat 2.0, a pilot
project that has already seen REC Ltd, Larsen
& Toubro and IIFL Finance issue tokenized
bonds. Tokenization, as with cryptocurrencies,
creates digital assets that can be transferred
‘atomically’: an asset changes hands in the same
step as its payment. Such hondsare tracked on
atightly shared online ledger, or blockchain,
with institutional trades done in the wholesale
e-rupee—India’s central bank digital currency
(CBDC). The retail e-rupee will eventually
enable wider participation.

Tokenized assets promise to make their mar-
kets faster, cheaper and safer. ‘Atomic’ or indi-
visible deals reduce settlement risk, while smart
contracts can automate interest payments, cor-
porate plans and compliance. Early Bank for
International Settlements (BIS) research found
tokenized bonds had lower bid-ask spreads
than comparable conventional bonds, which
speaks of trading efficiency gains. Fractional
ip could also widen access to high-
value assets if market liquidity and rules of cus-
tody (and trading) allowit. The enabling tech-
nology was thrust into the spotlight by crypto,
which uses open ledgers, an idea we embraced
forits broader value. From our national block-
chain strategy in 2021 to the National Block-
chain Framework (NBF) of 2024, that embrace
has come along way. Government data says
more than 340 million documents had been
verified on the NBF by 21 October 2025. Many
other countries are also testing tokenized secu-
rities with digital-money settlement. Once both

Nomadic quest: what's

MANU JOSEPH

wise, it

nWednesday, 1 gota freeupgradeto
first class, but the aircraft seats wer
soangled towards the windows that

Icould not make eye contact with those who

were mdl\mg(heu W \ mtheumh Other-

currency and deals can safely be programmed,
such asset markets could evolve rapidly. To go
beyond bonds, RBIis looking at gold tokeniza-
tion, while Maharashtra proposes a legal frame-
work to convert land and other immovable
assets into tokens. Nandan Nilekani of Aadhaar
fame has advocated a global ‘finternet’ for
tokenized assets. India could leverage its digital
public infrastructure, the NBF and e-rupee
included, to plug into markets abroad.
Demat 2.0 is designed for a closely regulated
shift. Unlike crypto ledgers, its official block-
chainis not decentralized: it is supervised, so as
to offer the security of trusted institutions. That
said, bonds are easy to tokenize: every bond
already has a recognized issuer, ownership
record and regulated settlement system. Gold
is harder: someone must establish that every
token corresponds to actual gold, securely held
and of the right purity. Land is harderstill. A
token cannot, by itself, establish title, resolve an
inheritance dispute, reveal an encumbrance or
settle a boundary dispute. There are other chal-
lenges. Toattract traders, Demat 2.0 must show
gains of time and cost efficiency. India must also
close any space for legal ambiguity. Tokens are
useful only if they are linked securely to their
underlying assets as recognized by law. For
tokenization to succeed, not only must ledgers
stay hack-proof, all registries, custodians, regu-
lators, platforms, smart contracts and courts
behind tokens must work in tandem to mini-
mize ownership risk. While a start hasbeen
made, India should focus on making ownership
morereliable, settlement cheaper, financing
easier and markets more liquid. Putting assets
onaledger underregulatory oversight is the
easy part. Making assets move with the ease
with which money does is what will matter.

should not makeasecond-best home. People
seek theirbest- scenario, but when they
don’t find it they think that the second best
option should be a diminished version of
best. But this is at the root of all failure and
strife. A second-best option exists, but it is
nslmll_\'nnmdimil hod\ommmhh('ho:l
Itisacompletely different one. Thes
best home is the absence of home.

Twill be working hard as usnal and doing
everythingTused todoin Gurugram, butin

is a journalist, novelist and
screenwriter. His latest book is
‘Why the Poor Don'tKill Us!

nymor

ordoar
the guiseof
ing meaning, be

tomylifeasa homeless person.
1 plan to wander acros
economies on visitorvisas, slippinginto the
um!hcrshlp India,nowand then. ”)L‘(QI[IP
isas onarrival for

Idon'twantto pass
and. for I cannot bear
the mess of humans in the
throes of ‘development,” though no place I
know is as unsightly and unhealthy
mothership. I wandernot to explore’ myself
other thing that narci
ty. NoramIlostorseek-
se [ am of sound mind,
though some unkind exes may contest |lul
Oddly, the only thing1 feel that
isahomeand the people inside it but if it is
overoryoudon'thave it forany reason, you

tart iful and clean places. Inany case, what
isthemeaningof home’in 2026? Iwon't say
this to an immigration officer, but I will to
everyoneelse.

The whole \\orlLl seems to be upn roted.

five advanced

Five ways for India to catapult its
circular economy to a new level

Aglobal conclave to be held in Gandhinagar offers an opportunity to both formalize and finance it

are, respectively, banking team member,
United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP) Finance Initiative; and head,
UNEP India.

sthe World Circular Economy
Forum 2026 takes place in
Gandhinagar thismonth—the

first time it is being hosted in India—the

temptation will be to measure Ind
ambition by how closely its policies

resemble those already med in Lmope

some industry estimates, more than
the formal recycling sector manages in
many materials. Dharavi, still described
inmost coverage as a slum, isalso one of
the densest informal recycling clusters
on earth. Rarely L‘(J(‘idlﬂ of thisshow
upin GDPdataorinenv ironmental,
social and governance rcporl
India’s circular:
of economicact ll\'
visibility
both directio
activity into the financial sy
also direct new capital upstream into
circular design and production.
Hereare five approaches that India
can consider tostrengthen circular
economy actionsatall levels and scales.
Build an open network for materials:
India could use its digital public infr
structure (DP) to do for this sprawling
unorganized market what its Open Net-
work fur Digital (ommer(c (ONDC) did

extended producer r
(EPR), eco-design directives, (llgﬂal
product passports,

Indiashould study all of them. Its
contribution, however,

lar-economy thinking will not come
from adopting someone lse’s play-
book, but by formali;

that isalready operating at a big scale.

toglobal circu-

ing, mmm ingand

for aders. Nothing
comparable exists yet for secondary
materials. A scrap dealer in Suratand a
manufacturer in Coimbatore looking
for recycled polymer feedstock have no
interoperable rail connecting them.
Anopen, publicly anchored network
for circular commerce would not need
inventing new technology. It would
uire applying India’s own distincti

The stakes are larger than v policy export, DPI, to a market that has
International Resource Panel estimates | never hadit.
that the extraction and processing of Pay for. umlmu/n covery the way India

materials account for roughly halfof
global greenhouse gas emi
drive more than 90% of biodivel
and waterstress. As India industri
meeting its climate goals will depend

not only on cleaner energy, but on get-

ting more economicvalue from every

tonne of material it uses. Otherwise, we

risk making the linear economy more
efficient rather than making it ¢
The goal should be to stop treating
the informal economy as a problem to
bereplaced. India’s waste-pickers and

scrap dealer networks already re-circu-

cular.

paysfor ev 7 ndia’s experi-
ence withdirect benefit transfers (DBTs)
can also be leveraged for circular-econ-
omy management. A verified-recovery
DBT model—paying registered waste-
pickers directly for tonnage recovered
and authenticated, funded in part
through producers’ e\lsunguhhmuunf

hasa tested lever slllmgcmno]\ within
itscontrol:a di
ture thatcl

harges less tax on products
meeting a minimum recycled-content
orrepairability threshold, verified
through the same digital tracking sys:
tems already being built for EPR compli-
ance. This does not wait for the finance
ctor to catch up. It changes the price
signal facing every manufacturer and
consumer the moment it is notified.

Male the government’s own shopping
list a big demand signal: India’s public
procurement, which runs through the
Government e-Marketplace (GeM), can
be useful. A government procurement
mandate requiring a rising minimum
share of recycled-content or refur-
bished goods
hardware, furniture, uquurms
create guaranteed and predictable
demand for circular products before
any new subsidy is announced.

Turn circularity into a competition
among states from just another compli-
ance evercise: A biennial Circular States
Index—to track materi overy rates,
EPR compliance and formall .munur
informal recycli
would deploy the spur of competitive
federalism that drives so much of India’s
fastest policy movement, and at nearly
zero direct cost too.

What do these initiatives mean for
Gandhinaga one of the above id
are exotic. Each borrows from in
structure India has alre i
opportunity isto connect them: to make
secondary materials traceable, circular
workers financially visible, demand for
circular products predictable and
inve estment incircular, (l(=<|g|1 commer-

Id srtan EPR L
intoadirect, trackable income stream.
Let GST dowhat bank risk models are
slow todo: Financing circularity rests on
persuading banks to rethink credit
as ment for reverse logistic dll('

late an enor eofth
plastic, paper and metal waste—by

1y's

re acturing. It requires
uunsu)(hdngc how they see risk. India

10 DEARS AGO

The

than

My first introduction to foreigners was
through their mysterious loneliness.
Because it was through cinema. Almost all
American heroesof the 1980s were solitary,
and they hailed from elsewhere. Rocky, for
instance, lived alone, The boxer was root-
less. One reason for that, I figure now, is that
inthe firstdraft ofascreen-

sare | The poor their
have land and respect but no worl The
young, inbeautiful places, want to flee their
parents. The middle class has been hopping
cities and countries, filled with hope and
despair. Even when the going was good,
when rich nations begged them to come,
they were homesick. An underrated reason
for the [irst wave of Asian nationalism was
homelessness, when the cultural elite left
pampered lives that were subsidized by the
poor, their ishedby inequality, and
became the new underclass. They developed
ggerated love for their culture.

my

ists do in

play, charactersare usually ships, especially in Europe.

hecaseitseaser, 101€ Whole world 5o e s on

lly for inexperi- really quit home. Maybe

enced writers, to write a seems to be they are just buying the
single central character H i option to flee.

with minimal interactions flee'ng' beitthe When I lampoon the

than to fill the story with  pich or poor, but *100-crore flats of Guru-

equal lhdl acters, and £ gramthat stand in the smog,

gofthatisolation  the forces that howtherichestinIndiastil

survives the drafts. Also, have to breathe poison,

urban America was per- pull us back peopletell me those arejust

hapstruly rootless. s “among the many homes”

All that has changed aren't easing of the rich. But a home s a

now. Charactersin Ameri-
can cinema today seek
homeand belonging, even Deadpool.

place ofresidence. The latest luxury product
appears to be leaving home. And like some
things therich do, youdon't need to be asrich
todowhat they do, especially in matters con-
cerning freedom. Money buys freedom but
money is not the only thing that can buy it.
Rich Indians, too, appear to be le:
Chey are buying

singular thing. Itis where a
person feels at home, usu-
allyinaswarmof people who are all nailed to

Butahappier homelessness has eme
The richest are leaving their old humm lnkc
never before. Rich Americansare fleeing to
Europe, Dubai and Singapore. Henley Private
Wealth Migration Report 202:

1tes 16,500
millionaires quit the UK as their primary

the reas of a single familiar town.
They may take their home with them to
another location briefly, but their home is
one thing. People have either one home or
noneatall. There’s no other choice.

A deliberately homeless person is in a

.we could (‘\p(‘( tInd
uﬂirm nlsuunmximom togoing circular.
1y is. The
forum’s opportunity, thus,is to put the
circular economy it already has on the
heet—and then finance what

are xlu authors' personal views.

JUST A THOUQHET

end goalis to deliver

financial services to
customers faster, cheaper
and with better outcomes

exist today. Over time

we expect all financial assets
to eventually move onto the
blockchain infrastructure.

JONATHAN STEINBERG

the meaning of ‘home’in 20262

state ofhappy exile. When 1 read the poetic
laments of refugees who have lost their
home to occupiers, 1 have a better sense of
whoIamat this moment—theanti-refugee,
the exact opposite of the dispossessed, a per-
sonwho has accessto home and flees from
aybe the on forme to love hon
omeone denies me my right to enterit.
But that is not what I fear, for what are the
chances? What Ifearis that India will sabo-
tage my escape, pullingmebackin. Homeis
agravitational force. It's not easy to escape it
Many yearsago, my train h:.\d:u)pp((llnd
small town in Tamil Nadu. A pretty transgen-
der woman, probably 20 years old like me,
gotinandsat nextto me. She looked nervous
and kept lookingout of the window. She was
fleeing. As the train moved, she began to look
lmpp\ Butthenagangofburly tmnmcnder
, beat her ol dr: ther
away. I thinkof that moment when Isee the
poorof India trying to escape their circum-
stances valiantly, against the odds, There are
forces that hold them back. I feel something
like that may happen to me too, some long
armof India will grab me and draw me back.
But Iwill fight. Every five years, we become
zombies. And we need to do something
traordinary. Some people have children.
Somejust leave home.
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India’s urban-rural split: welfare
benefits should not depend onit

A binary classification of areas as urban or rural doesn’t reflect todays reality of urb

is a visiting professor at the Institute for Studies
of Industrial Development and former chief
statistician of India

overnance of settlementsrests
binary. The 73rd and 74th Constitutional
Amendments created two tiers oflocal gov-
ernment: panchayats for rural areas and urban
local bodies for urban areas, with no third cat-
egory. The default is ‘rural’ unless a govern-
ment notification states otherwise, The Censussits
uneasily within this binary because it recognize:
something the Constitution does not: the Census
town. Alongside placesthat
urban (statutory towns), it identifies Census towns
based onastatistical test: a settlement with at least
5,000 people, a density ofatleast 400 people per
square kilometre, and at lcusl 75% of the male main
vorking culture.
Everythingels nu..|l The Census identifies
urlyan areas well before the state gets around to
sayingso.

“That gapis thesubject of a paper by V. T o
K. Hiranandani and M. Kapoor, 'What's in a Defini-
tion?: A Study on Implications and Suitability of
Urban Definitions in India thr ou;.:h its Employ-
ment Gt ee Prog) "AC . they
show, remains rural for every purpose that matters
ill governed by a panchayat,
still taxed as rural land and still eligible for rural
schemes. Conversion requires a elionary state
decision, and the authors document whyit is often
avoided—residents fearing higher taxes or lost
e ntitlements, panchayats resisting loss of author-
huilders preferring laxer land-use normsand
states with their own political reasons for inaction.

thanksto places that have already crossed the
Census town threshold. That jump will reflect
measurement catching up with a transformation
already underway, not fresh migration or con-
struction, and it will force us to confront ona much
larger scale the governance question Tandel and
her co-authors raised: wl h.n lmpptns toaplaceand

ion but state sch ¢ still go by it

ISTOCKPHOTO

because the settlement’s legal status changes; it
has simply exchanged agricultural valnerability
fornon- .lgm_ullural vulnerability—and it is pre-
cisely this household that welfare sc
toprotect.

Thisis not an argument for abandoning rural
And urhm cau_;znncs or foradopting a single

its pmp[e whenit changes.

Tl lmy test \\ hether ll'us rvﬂcns a blmpl(' 1l>(d|
ol 1

jobs guarantee fu unds—and ﬁnd that the evidence
does not support such a story. Their analysis poi
tomisclassification and inefficiency, not rent-
seeking.

The United Nations” World Urbanization Pros-
pects 2025 report reframes this problem ina way
thatis harder toset aside. Where the Indian s
tem asks a binary question, the UN’s ‘Degree of

Ur

per problemis that ()ur\\ellare architec-

he UN treats harmonized

measures such as the ‘Degree of Urbanisation’ as

ture is not designed to answer rrace-
fully. Programmes are organized vertically by
ministries, each defining beneficiariesin the
vocabulary of its own j umdlclmn. rural schemes
are run by the ministry of rural development,
anchored to rural local-body status, and a similar
setare run by the ministry of housing and urban
aff; inchored to urban status, with dil

continuum, classifying every square kilometre ofa
country as city, town or semi-dense area, or rural,
using consistent and inter

and funding formulas. A
classification is therefore not just a label; it is lhv
switch that determines which protections apply to

thresholds of population, donmmml((mllgult\
Applied to India, this sug amuch larger share
of the country s Iready ! l'um ionally urban than
our rCo

Chinahasrey ly widened its urban d

asits settlements changed: India’s criteria ha\c
remained static, leading to hidden urbani ¥
settlements that function as towns but are
recorded and governed as villages.

The implication is practical, not just conceptual.
Iffunctionally urban conditions are this wide-
spread, the next Census s likely to record a sharp
jumpin India’s measured urban population:

pe living there.

Because rural and urban are treated as static
categories rather than points on a moving contin-
uum, the switchis treated asa one-offevent,
even though development makes it recurring.
Avillage's economic character can change—
through a new highway, an industrial corridor or
construction activity—well before its governance.

classification, when it happens, is often abrupt:
for rural schemes lapses the moment a
t becomesa nagar })Jnclmvat while the
i of genuine urban
emuchslower, ifatall. A casual-labour
household does not become less vulnerable

'y to nati notasa
replacement. Tandel and her co-authors note that
the USand UK already use different context-spe-
cific definitions of rurality across programmes.

What India needs instead is policy continuity: a
mechanism that ensuresa change in administra
tive classification doesnot by itself sever a house-
hold’ to the protections it relies on.

For this, existing beneficiaries could be grandfa-
thered duringa transition period after reclassifica:
tion; poverty-or insecurity-linked eligibility could
follow the household rather than reset at the juris-
dictional boundary; and eligibility could be
defined by the condition a programme addresses—
ity unemployment, inadequate
housing, lack of services, etc—rather than by the
ministry orlocal body that governs the particular
settlement.

The question we must address is not simply
where to draw the line between village and town. It
iswhat happens to the people standing on that line
when the country finally redraws it—and whether
India’s welfare architecture can keep pace witha
transition that, by the UN's numbers, is already
wellunderway.
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Social security

the US should

update its principal safety net

Critics argue this programme is too generous but it’s only outdated

KATHRYN ANN
is a labour economist and independent
policy consultant.

re America’s Social Security bene-

fits too generous? Some fiscal

hawksand classic conservativessay
the answeris and see the upcoming
depletion of the trust fund asan opportu-
nity torein themin.

Social Security [or the Old-Age, Survi-
vors, and Disability Insurance programme,
as it is officially lmm\u] was meant to be
insurance against poverty, they say, not the
s()lc source of income for middle»(la.

Tt

The risks that Americans face have clearly
changed since the scheme began.

benefit formula saw two major revisions
and another half dozen adjustments.

By the 1970s, Congresshad zeroed inon
aformula—butit double counted inflation,
which led to truly runaway benefits. That

mlrlwneﬂum meanstesting, orevena
flat benefit structure to remain viable.
Itis an interesting line of reasoning, to
say theleast, The current benefit formula
\v.u adopted in 1977 and was designed l()

mistake was inl977.

In1983, areformof the scheme cut ben-
efits via an increase in the retivement age
andataxon high-income beneficiaries, but
did notalter the formulaitself. For the next
Kiw.u\ to the present day, Social Security

rateof

autopilot.

is, Lhc benefit in retirement as a share ul‘
average earnings while working—stable. It
mostly worked out that way. except thatan
i »in the US retirement age in 1983
vely cut benefits, so upcomingreti-

That's not to say thatit is obvious how

s Social Security fits should
be. Infact iti question that the scheme
has faced since its creation in 1935. But it
would beamistake tolimit the upcoming

it has been a long while since there
have been any experiments with Social
Security, but the programme is not meant
tobe kept in a glass case. Benefits, formu-
las, coverage—they can all be changed.
In that sense, it isnot all that surprising
tohearnoise about the scheme’s benefits
being too high. Detractors of Social Secu-
ity point out that it is not 1935 anymore.
The USdoesnot have the same problem of
elderly |)0\(‘rl\ and there are many more

Lowertheben-

ecalise
itisanopportunity toaskifand how Social
Security can help Americans manage the
risks ofa m()(le economy.

reformtoanac ise, be

s, they 41;,{110 lower the taxes, and
ine l'LaAL opportunities for privat ngs
and investment.

Certainly, at the beginning, elderly
Americans needed a life raft. They were
mostly poor. Very few of them had any kind
ofpension.

One argument foraretirement scheme
was thatitwould relieve the labour market
of the presence of older, more desperate
workers. The most popular proposal at the
time, the Townsend Plan, advocateda uni-
versal (and generous) ba ncome for the
elderly. paid for with a national sales tax.
as the compromise.
Benefits would be directed to workers
based on what they earned. The use of a
payroll tax gave workersastake in the pro-
gramume wl hile limiting exparn-

T with ing is two-
fold. One, Americanslike Social Security
itis, and ifanything support expandingit.
Two. Americansare already anxiousabout
their

You can pull out whatever statistic you
prefer: the 37% of Americans who say they
could not meet a $400 expense; the 54
whosay their financial situation is poor or
fair, or the 55% who say it is getting worse.
You could cite the halfof Americans who
cannotafford health care, the rise in delin-
quent loans, the cratering of consumer
sentiment oramedian household income
that has not risen much in five years.

In this c ,itis hard to sell the idea

something that (as we all know
S todo with general funds.

Secu-
dendedto
y and nearly all
were tinkered

The h.lsu structure was there: benefits
were progressive and based on past earn-
ings. There was no increase (0 nominal
benefits from 1940 t0 1950, then 10 cost-of-
living adjustments by 1974, followed by
annual automatic increases. The original

that what the American economy needs is
less Social Security protection for people.
The cing Americans have changed
overthe last 91 years.

Rather than seeing Social Securi
ion of 1935's problems,
i ne, the object
be to see the programme as an answer to
2026 Aseventh

ics. [mmungm itshigh Iwmhlsadmn
ial Security has been effective at the job
itwasdesignedtodo. Solet's putit towork,

anddomore. ‘©BLOOMBERG

Let'’s focus on implementing rules, not rewriting them

ADITYA SINHA

locality will not notice the next one just
snowa portal.

thestate reachforanew law
inspectorate? Because
the two cost different things. Inspectors,
engineers and prosecutions consume

because there i
So, why doe:
instead of an effective

state, but its presumption: the set of deci-
sions politicians come to regard as theirs.
India has run this experiment twice this
year. In June, with West Asia’s oil supply dis-
rupted, the Centre held retail fuel prices
steady while raising bulk prices. Cnmmcr-

and found that price volatility rose aftereach
one of them. In 2019, states conducted

ties Actand secured 2,94 convictions, arate
0f3.8%. The Economic Survey's own verdict
was tha the 1955 Act enables rent-secking

is a public policy professional.

n6September, afive-storey building
inDelhi's Satya Niketan being used
asa paying-guest facility Cull:lp%t‘(L
illing s le, most of th 1t
The h\n]&hng\\d\ unauthorized. It had an
illegally dug basement. Within three days,
the response had moved from rescuetoleg-
islation. Delhi now proposes a law under
which every paying-guest facility must
obtain a licence within 90 days, collect
no- ulucuum certificates rmm lhv p()llu?
)l regi

money and manpower, and bothrunout. A | cial

licence, certificate ora committee consumes
neither. It costs the government almost
nnlhmg. shifts the cost of compliance onto
gregulated, and any

budget. Pu]luul scientists call it creeping
government. It is the cheapest way to be
seen doing something, and after seven
deaths, the demand to be seen doing some-
thingis overwhelming.
‘1 ‘hat demand drivesa pattern economists

teronaportal, install CCTVs, keepa warden
within 500 metres, submit to quarterly
inspection by anew committee, and charge
rentwithin bands fixed by another.

Nobody can argue against structural
safety. But the tragedy poses a narrower
question. Did the Satya Niketan incident
take place for want of rules or for want of
anyone to enforce the rules in existence?
Ui ized construction

for40y Inacrisis, the bur-
donu[ proofreverses. Normally, the state has
t ify interfering withavoluntary tr:
action. Inan emergency, it has to justify
non-intervention. The powers it assum
arerarely given up. Cross-country studies of
about 70 countries since the 1970s find that

severe crises enlarge government under
political parties of nearly ey ideolog
that the next government does not revers
T } Tk

toretail andh and should be P
\I()l\l(lll()“(‘d Thisevoked The point of principle
asecondinterventionon 12 H H here was made clearly by
June. placinga 2005 1ragedieslike R

daily diesel purchase cap
and a bar on commercial
buyers at pumps, which

Satya Niketan's
in Delhi call for

Hayek. A priceis ml‘mm.r

Oneein place, such measures usually find
defenders. A licensed paying-gues i
operator will want the policy’s 90-day win-
dow for obtaining a licence kept tight to
keeprivalsout. Those who pay the cost will
do it invisibly: students who may find no
space next July and, in the case of food items,
farmers who would plant less next season.

The state should instead d
betweenits capacity and control. Capacity
means inspectors who inspect, courts that
convict and lability that bites. Control

ministry

meansa burden, The first isan

investment, the second asubstitute forit.
Next, protect people, not prices. A shock

makes accurate prices more \Alu,:hlc not

was withdrawn on 1 July. press the price and the
The first control imposed greater state scarcity remains, Only the
createdashortage that jus- signal toresolveit i isgone.
tified the second. capacity to Thisisnotan exclusively
Sugaristhe older refle: Indian weakness. Scotland
A stockholding limit of prevent, not ze private rentsin Octo-
4,000 quintals per dealer ber2022asacost-of-living
came into force on 1 more rules emergency. The freeze

August. On 2 September,

the Centre announced its

halving to 2,000 quintals effective from 15
September to curb what the order called
hoarding. But astock is not a conspiracy. It
ishowsupply moves fromamonthof plenty
toa thofscarcity. The Economic Survey

ille-
gal. An inspectorate that did not notice a
asement being dug in a crowded student

the quality of legal systems and property
rights. What ratchets up is not the size of the

0f2019-20 looked at stock limits for pulsm
in 2006, sugar in 2009 and onions in 2019

became a 3% cap, and the

cap became a permanent
rent- mnlml regime under the Housing

land) Actof2025.0n1S ber, the

Scottish gov: muncmupcnmkuusullauom
onaproposal of capping the price of bread,
milk and eggs in large supermarkets. An
emergency measure for housing got trans-

formed intoa policy template for food.

less, poor trans-
fers and leave price signals alone. Then
intervene at the source. Delhi’s answer to
everywinterof smogisa construction ban.
Surat instead builtan emissions market for

factory exhaust, and they fell 20-30% at
lower cost.
Finally, give every emergency power a

sunset clause. Once the crisis passes, audit
what failed and worked and whatmust go. A
-alls for a more capable state rather
than a more controlling one. The test of a
government isits efficacy in ensuring good
outcomes, not the power it wields.
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IN THE NEWS

WANTTO 'RESET’
TIES WITH INDIA:
BANGLADESH

BANGLAD
ESHON
Sunday said
itwants to
"reset" its
relationship
with India and build a
new bilateral
engagement based on
mutual interests, while
describing ties during the
tenure of deposed prime
minister Sheikh Hasina as
"uncomfortable." The
remarks by State Minister
for Foreign Affairs
Humaiun Kobir came two
days after Bangladesh on
Thursday said Prime
Minister Tarique Rahman
would not participate in
the BRICS Summit hosted
by India.

GOVT NOD MUST
FOR PATENT
OFFICE LOGO

NO PERSON,
- BUSINESS
: entity,
4 digital
platform,
trademark
or patent agent, or legal
practitioner can display,
replicate, or use the
official logo of the Indian
Patent Office in any
medium without priar
approval from the
Ministry of Commerce
and Industry, as pera
Department for
Promotion of Industry
and Internal Trade public
(DPIIT) notice. The logo, it
said, is an official
government identifier
representing the
statutory authority under
the DPIIT, Ministry of
Commerce and Industry.

Pharma patent
guidelines set
for updation

THE INDIAN PATENT Office
has proposed updating
guidelines for examination
of pharmaceutical patent
applications to improve the
quality, consistency and
uniformity of scrutiny, taking
into account the evolving
interpretation of laws by
courts.

India plans first
100% hydrogen
DRI pilot

The CSIR-Institute of
Minerals and Materials
Technology will lead a

% 207-crore national pilot
project to develop India's
first direct reduced iron
(DRI) plant running entirely
on hydrogen. AGENCIES

RESS
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NEW DELHI GETS HIGHER MARKET ACCESS IN FARM PRODUCTS

India offers deep duty cuts for
EU cars under tight quotas

MUKESH JAGOTA
New Delhi, Se_ptember 13

INDIAHAS OFFERED European
automobile makers a signifi-
cantlydeeperopeningofits pro-
tected passenger-vehicle mar-
ket under the proposed
India-EU free trade agreement
(FTA) with sharp duty cuts. New
Delhi will, however, put rela-
tively restrictive quantitative
limits on car imports from EU
under the agreement. On its
part, Brussels offers Indian car
manufacturers a much larger
duty-free export opportunity
with more liberal quotas.

Details emerging after legal
scrubbing of the FTA,made pub-
licby the EU,showthat Indiawill
allowimports of up to 100,000
internal-combustion engine
(ICE) and hybrid passenger cars
from EU countries in the first
yearat 30-35% duty with the
quota, which will rise gradually
t0160,000vehicles by the 10th
year. The tariff will come down
t010% from thefifthyear. India
currently charges duties rang-
ing from 66% to 110%on pas-
sengervehicle imports.

In return, the EU will allow
imports 0f 250,000 Indian cars
in the first year at lower duties
withaquota,rising to400,000
vehicles by the 10th year.

The EU's p

KEY DETAILS

B India to allow
imports of up to
100,000 ICE and hybrid
cars in the first year at

30-35%

duty with the quota

W EU to allow imports of

250,000

Indian cars in the first
year at lower duties.
withaquota

fifth year. At present, the EU
charges 10%duties on passen-

ger vehicle imports. The bloc
will providep

® India currently
charges duties
ranging from

66%-
110%
on passenger
vehicle imports

umevehicle categories.
At the same time, the agree-
ment creates a preferential

M At present, the
EU charges
10% duties on
passenger vehicle
imports

7
/M Wines from the
EUinthe €2,5-10
price band will see
the basic customs duty
reduced to 75% from
150% in frst year

Deal on wines and
agri products

While India has agreed to
i on wmes too, in

for Indian ICE and hybrid cars
priced up to €50,000.

For cars priced between
€15,000 and €35,000, India's
in-quota tariffwill decline from
35%in Year 1 to 25%in Year 2,
20%inYear 3,15%in Year4 and
109% in Year 5. For cars priced
between€35,000and €50,000,
the tariffs startsat 30%and fol-
lowthesame path to 10%.India
has also sought to shield its
mass-market automobile seg-
ment. The preferential passen-
ger car arrangement does not

onIndian carswill fall from 8%
in the first year to zero by the

route for manufac-
turers in the i and

ith: d conces-

higher-priced segments, where
European brands have tradi-
tionallyhadastrongerpresence.

India has provided a sepa-
rate preferential arrangement
for completely knocked-down
(CKD) vehicles, potentially
encouraging European manu-
facturers to use local assembly
rather than relying entirely on
imports.On CKD kits,duties will
come down to 13.75% from
16.5% with a quota for the first
year set at 75,000 by India. By

ial duty  covercarspri 15,000, year 10,duties will come dc\wn
imiti i ompet-  t08.25%,butth
itivethreattoIndia'slargest-vol-  reduce to 50,000 units.

UPleads residential solar boom;
PM Surya Gharat 5 mn homes

SAURAY ANAND
New Delhi, September 13

UTTAR PRADESH EMERGED
as the country’s largest resi-
dential rooftop solar market in
August, adding 228.95 MW,
even as nationwide installa-
tions fell nearly 11.6% month-
on-month to 1,407.32 MW
afterarecord July, highlighting
widening state-level momen-
tumin the Centre’sflagship PM
Surya Ghar: Muft Bijli Yojana.
raadded 212.51

RESIDENTIAL ROOFTOP SOLAR =2

PM Surya Ghar Yojana — August 2026

MW during the month, fol-
lowed by Andhra Pradesh at
192.39 MW, according to JMK
Research’s August renewable-
energy update. National resi-
dential rooftop additions had
stood at 1,592 MWin July.

Despite the monthly mod-
eration, the residential solar
build-out has continued to
expand rapidly. As of August,
installed rooftop capacity
under PM Surya Ghar reached
16,185.48 MW, covering 5.46
million households, the report
showed.

The August decline follows
a particularly strong July. The
Ministry of New and Renew-

Key Metrics Valve Unit

Installed residential Aug 2026, Rodftop
rooftop capacity | 16,185.48 MW additions (MW)
Households 5,465,417 | Aug 2026 - Aug 2026
cuered Houssolds Uttar Pradesh
Residential rooftop | 1,592.00 July 2026

installations

Residential rooftop = 1,407.32 Aug 2026  Maharashtra
installations MW 212.51
MoM decline in 11.6% Augvsduly  andhea

Il 2026,% Pradesh

r: Muft Bijli Yojana Nation

19239

able Energy said July recorded
the highest-ever monthly
rooftop solar installations
under the scheme, with PM
Surya Ghar crossing 5 million

beneficiary by

rooftop solar, with around
328,024 crore of subsidy
transferred and nearly 1.9 mil-
lion households reporting zero
electricitybills. Roofmp capac-

early August. The programme
was then adding around
100,000 beneficiary house-
holds every six days.
Government data showed
the pace strengthening further
through mid-August. As of
August12,5.16 million house-
holds were benefiting from

sional duty access in several
agricultural products. In the
firstyear,wines from the EU in
the€2.5-10 priceband will see
the basic customs duty
reduced to 75% from 150%,
while the dutyon higher-value
wines will be cut to 75% as
well. The dutywill then be pro-
gressively reduced, reaching
309%and 209%, respectively,by
Year8.

The EU has opened several
agricultural and food-product
lines to Indian exports, while
retaining protection forsensi-
tive products.

PRIME MINISTER NARENDRA
Modi held 15 sit-down bilat-
eral meetings with heads of
statesorheads of governments
in the last three days on the
sidelines of the BRICS Summit.
Government sources said
on Sunday that in addition to
these bilateral deliberations,
the prime minister also had
pull-aside meetings with vari-
ous world leaders and leaders
of international institutions.
The leaders with whom
Modihad thebilateral meetings
included Russian President
Vladimir Putin, Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping, Iranian Presi-
dent Masoud Pezeshkian and
Abu Dhabi’s Crown Prince

ity d under the
scheme had reached 14.8 GW
by then.

The scheme, in

February 2024 with an outlay
of 75,021 crore, aims to
install rooftop solar across 10
million households by FY27
and provide up to 300 units of
free electricitya month.

Kharif yield may be hit by skewed rain spread

SANDIP DAS
New Delhi, September 13

WITH LESS THAN a fortnight
to the end of the south-west
monsoon season (June-Sep-
tember), the area under kharif
crops is down marginally by
1.4%. However, concerns are
mounting about crop growth
and yield due to the skewed
nature of rainfall distribution.
Uneven rain distribution
and significant inter-regional
disparity in rainfall patterns
are likely to impact clutches of
cropsincluding paddy,oilseeds
and pulses, analysts say.
“While the overall acreage
picture remainsbroadlystable,
some key crops — paddy and
ragi — have come under pres-
sure due touneven rainfalldis-
tributionand wateravailability
concernsduringcritical sowing
and transplanting windows,”
Pushan Sharma, director, Crisil
Intelligence, told FE. Crisil
Intelligence’s latest assessment
stated that kharif crop acreage
is likely to be marginally lower
year-on-year, in the range of
0%-1%.Overall, theareasown
underthe kharif crops—paddy,
pulses, oilseeds, cotton, sugar-
caneand coarse cereals—stood

SCANTY RAINFALL

M The area under the kharif
crops stood lower at 109.49
Mha, 1.4% below the previous
year's level

business, PwC India,said. While
area under pulses variants
including tur,urad and moong
has increased marginally from
the previousyearto 11.71 Mha,
rains during the next fewweeks
across parts of Maharashtra

and Karnatakawould be crucial
M Areaunder | EThe forbetteryield.
paddy pressure can "Tur crop is currently under
declined by be feltin stressacross partsof Maharash-
nearly 4%to | parts of traand Karnataka,while rains in
42, 68 Mha | southern coming weeks would be benefi-
inthe India and cial for better yield," Nitin
ongoing Eastern Kalantri, managing director,
kharif season = regions Kalantry Food Products, told FE.

With a deficit of

14.7% against the benchmark
lowerat 109.49 millionhectare  owing to deficient till Sund: Il raij

(Mha), 1.4%belowthe previous
year’s level, according to the
agriculture ministry.

The pressure can be felt in
parts of southern India, where
rainfall deficits and lower
reservoir storage levels have
constrained agriculturalactiv-
ity. Eastern regions have also
witnessed pockets of weather-
related stress, leading to a
more cautious acreage out-
look, Crisil stated.

Area under paddy declined
by nearly 4% to 42.68 Mha in
the ongoing kharif season
compared to the previous year

rains, the ministry stated.
“Overall,thedeclineinricearea
coverageismainlyattributable
to substantial reductions in
Karnataka, Telangana, Uttar
Pradesh,Andhra Pradesh, Mad-
hya Pradesh, Jharkhand, Tamil
Nadu and Maharashtra,” the
ministry noted.

“With kharif sowinglargely

September) is likely to be ‘defi-
cient'—below 90% of the
benchmark this season. This
season’s rainfallislikelytobe the
lowest since 2009. Previously,
overall rainfall during the mon-
soon season was in the ‘defi-
cient’range in 2002 (-20.9%),
2009 (-18.3%), 2015 (-12.7%)
and 7014( 10.15).

lete, attention now turns
ﬂ:om acreage to yield, as lower
reservoir levels and uneven
rainfall during critical crop
stages could weigh on produc-
tivity,”Shashi Kant Singh, part-
ner - agriculture food and agri

lly, central India
saw precipitation in the nor-
mal range, while northwest
India (-9.9%), east and north-
cast (-24.8%) and south
peninsular India (-27.8%)
remained below normal.

epapenﬁnancialexprqs.cor‘. .

binZayed Al Nahyan.

Modi also had bilateral
meetings with his Malaysian
counterpart, Anwar Ibrahim,
Vietnamese counterpart Le
Minh Hung, Indonesian Pres-
ident Prabowo Subianto,
Egypt’s President Abdel Fat-
tah El-Sisi, President of the
Philippines Ferdinand R Mar-
cos Jr and Uganda’s Vice
President Jessica Alupo,
besides others. —PTI
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Steel access of 1.64 MT
secured under EU FTA

MUKESH JAGOTA
New Delhi, September 13

INDIA HAS SECURED coun-
try-specific tariff-rate quotas
(TRQs) of about 1.64 million
tonne (MT) of steel products
underits free trade agreement
(FTA) with the European Union
(EU), providing exporters
negotiated access to the bloc’s
marketatatimewhen Brussels
is tightening controls on steel
imports amid concerns over
global overcapacity.

The steel arrangement
under the FTA is significant
because the EU’s new steel
import regime will impose a
50% dutyonimports entering
outside the applicable quotas.
The new quota was disclosed
by the EU as it made public the
draft of the FTA text. This text
has been presented by the
executive arm of the EU to the
European Council that is com-
posed of heads of state and

o1 ) hori-

FAVOURED ACCESS

W EU's new steel import regime
toimpose a §()9, duty on
imports entering outside the
applicable quotas

B India is getting
946,616 tonne
under the Most
Favoured Nation ’
component and
694,853
tonne under
the FTA
component

W The pact will
prevent India from
being disadvantaged
ifthe EU later
provides more
favourable quota
access to other

FTA partners

Jp = The quotas will be
reviewed one year
after the FTA
comes into force
and
subsequently
‘ every five
years

o

period. The move aims to pro-
tect the European steel market
from global overproduction
and cheap imports. The new
regulation replaced older tem-
porarysafeguard rules thatran
for 8 years, starting in 2018
and e).pmng onjune 30,2026
— the duration

&
sation forits signing.

Under the country-specific
quotas, India gets a combined
1,641,470 tonne, comprising
946,616 tonne under the Most
Favoured Nation (MFN) com-
ponent and 694,853 tonne
underthe FTAcomponent.

Under the new EU Steel
Regulation, which came into
force on July 1, 2026, MFN
quotas are allocated based on
each country’saverage share of
EU imports in each product
category during 2022-24

allowed under World Trade
Organization (WTO) rules for
temporary safeguard actions.
Thenew EU steel regulation
provides for tariff quotasanda
50% out-of-quota tariff,
including for imports from
countries with which the EU
has free trade

products, bars, wire rods, pipes
and tubes.

For Indian exporters, the
negotiated quotas could,
therefore, help preserve mar-
ket access that might other-
wise become more difficult as
the EU tightens its steel
regime.It provides predictable,
country-specific access to the
EU steel market.

The agreement also con-
tains a mechanism to prevent
India from being disadvan-
taged if the EU subsequently
provides more favourable quota
access to other FTA panners
Th

The quotas cover a broad
range of products, including
hot-rolled and cold-rolled
sheets, metallic and organic-
coated steel, tin mill products,
quarto plates, stainless steel

PM meets 15 leaders on BRICS sidelines

year after the FTA comes into
force and subsequently every
five years, taking into account
market developments, quota
utilisation and changes in the
EU’ssteel regime.

Al {
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Russian President Vladimir Putin, Chinese President Xi linping,
Indonesian President Prabowo Subianto and others pose for a group photograph at Bharat

Mandapam on the second day of the BRICS Summit 2026, in New Delhi Fm

FM meets Iranian, Uzbek counterparts

FE BUREAU
New Delhi, September 13

FINANCE MINISTER NIR-
MALA Sitharamanand Iranian
Finance Minister Seyed Ali
Madanizadeh on Sunday dis-
cussed issues related to eco-
nomic cooperation in areas of
mutual interest.

“The Union Finance Minis-
ter thanked Iran for its active
participation in the BRICS
Summit and productive

engagement in the delibera-
tions in the Finance Track,”the
Finance Ministrysaidina post
on‘X’

Separately,Sitharaman met
Uzbekistan's Deputy Prime
Ministerand Finance Minister
Jamshid Kuchkarov to discuss
strengthening bilateral eco-
nomicand financial coopera-
tion, it said.

Sitharaman appreciated
the Uzbek side for its contin-
ued support and cooperation

instrengtheningbilateral eco-
nomicand financial ties.

“The two sides also dis-
cussed areas of mutual inter-
est, including semiconductor
training,artificial intelligence,
start-ups and innovation, and
digital payments, including
UPI,”the ministry said.

The Uzbek side appreciated
India’s successful BRICS Lead-
ers’ Summit and its leadership
in advancing cooperation
through the BRICS forum.

Declaration names few, sends 51gnals tomany

FE BUREAU
New Delhi, September 13

THE NEW DELHI Declaration
adopted at the 18th BRICS
Summit has taken firm posi-
tions on sanctions, terrorism,
Gaza, nuclear risks and several
regional conflicts,but has care-
fully avoided naming the
countries responsible formost
of the crises, reflecting the
deep strategic differences
within the expanded group-
ing.

The declaration devotes
around 19 paragraphs towars,
sanctions, terrorism, nuclear
risks, territorial disputes and
humanitarian crises, but its
language becomes deliberately
general where identifying an
aggressor could divide the
bloc, according to an analysis
by Global Trade Research Ini-
tiative (GTRI) FounderAjay Sri-
vastava.

The ambiguity may have
helped India secure consensus
amonganincreasingly diverse
grouping.Butitalsohighlights

Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the BRICS Summit in
New Delhi

the limits of BRICS as a geopo-
litical actor.

The biggest omission is the
Russia-Ukrainewar.The decla-
ration does not name either
Russia or Ukraine, instead
referring genexally to ongoing
conflicts, and

REUTERS

larly evidentinits treatment of
unilateral sanctions. The dec-
laration condemns economic
and secondary sanctions not
authorised by the UN Security
Council, without identifying
the countries imposing them.
Thel implicitly covers

peaceful resolution through
dialogue, consultation and
diplomacy.

The approach is particu-

CHENNAI/KOCHI

sanctions against Russia and
Iran and threats of penalties
against countries and compa-
nies trading with them.

Cubaisanotable exception.
The declaration explicitly
expresses concern over the
tightening of the US blockade
and calls for an end to eco-
nomic,commercial and finan-
cial restrictions, although the
United States itself is not
named.

On West Asia, BRICS calls
for maximum restraint, pro-
tection of civilians and diplo-
macy, while stressing the
importance of uninterrupted
trade, supply chains and
energy flows. The language
comesagainst the backdrop of
the conflict involving Israel,
Iranand the United States,and
concerns over possible disrup-
tion of the Strait of Hormuz.

The declaration is more
explicit about attacks on
nuclear facilities. It expresses
serious concern over deliberate
attacks on peaceful nuclear
facilities under International
Atomic Energy Agency safe-
guards,butagaindoes notiden-
tify the attacker or the country
whose facilities were targeted.
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Big-ticket bilaterals

Highlight of BRICS summit was Modi’s
meetings with Putin and Xi

HE HIGHLIGHT OF asuccessful BRICS summit under India’s chair-
shipwas nodoubt thebilateral meetings of Prime Minister Narend-
raModiwith the Presidentsof Russiaand China,Vladimir Putinand
XiJinpingrespectively. These meetingsamong the founding mem-
bers of BRICS were highly consequential as they entailed bilateral problem-
solving. Theytook place amid theragingWest Asia conflictand unilateral tar-
iffdisruption of US President Donald Trump.Indiahasaspecialand privileged
strategic partnership with Russia and is one of the biggest buyers of its oil.
Modi and Putin agreed to further strengthen this partnership which has
shown “resilience in the backdrop of geopolitical uncertainties”. India’s re-
lations with China are showing signs of a Himalayan thaw. At their meeting,
both leaders agreed that the two countries should take a strategic and long-
term perspective of their ties and differences should not become disputes.

Modi and the Russian leader talked about closer trade ties, including the
implementation of the Programme for Economic Cooperation 2030, besides
cooperation in energy, infrastructure, technology, defence,and culture. But
the majorbilateral problem forIndia is the need formore balance in its trade
that is skewed by its dependence on Russian oil, resulting in a high deficit.
Bothsides resolved to push bilateral trade to $100 billion from current lev-
els of $60 billion by 2030.This is challenging as India would have to mas-
sively step up its exports of pharmaceutical, agricultural, and engineering
products. Moscow has accumulated a substantial amount of rupees that it
has not been able to deploy. The bilateral meeting also discussed coopera-
tion in fertilisers and civil nuclear cooperation. Russian officials indicated
possible upgrades of the Brah ipersonic cruise missil andsup-
plyand production of Su-57 aircraft.

The Modi-Xi bilateral was the buzz of the BRICS summit as it involved two
of the mostimportant nations of the grouping,whose relationshave beenin
deepfreezedue tnaborderstandoff since April 2020.Modiemphasised that
peaceand tranquillityon thet ial fori dbilateral rela-
tions. As there is now a semblance of peace — despite reports of tension in
Arunachal Pradesh — institutional exchanges have gradually resumed and
the cooperation list has continued to lengthen. Here again,a major bilateral
problem highlighted by Modiwas the critical need toaddress the“structural
tradeimbalance”due to India’s massive bilateral deficit because of its depen-
denceonimports ofindustrialinputs,machinery,and electriccomponents,
among others, from China. India’s exports face market access barriers.

However,the Modi-Xi meetingreadouts do notmention India’s policyon
foreign direct investment from China which has seen some relaxation of
late. While China wants more relaxation of investment restrictions, India
may link any further easing to progress on resolving the border dispute.
India, for its part, is also concerned about the dragon’s export controls on
rare earths and magnets needed for electric and hybrid vehicles. There are
alsorestrictionson the export of ingots,wafer technology, battery cells,and
cell technology. For such reasons, India’s relations with China remain
fraught. Nevertheless, it is a major positive that meetings are taking place
atthe highest political levels of both nations. Bilaterals of Indiawith Russia
and China may have dominated the conversation at the summit, but they
strengthen BRICS as a grouping. India and China getting together is also
transformational for the world economy.
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The 20,000 people who
weren't replaced by Al

THERE IS EXCELLENT news for 20,000 people at Wipro. Artificial intelligence has

apparently done enoughwork to replace them, but they have not beenreplaced.
;schieftec] ertold lastweekthat Alhad released
capaclty eqmvalent to 20,000 employees,who had instead been “reassigned”. This is
the most important new word in the corporate dictionary.“Reassigned” manages to
sound purposefu.l and humane while te]lmg us almust nothmg It suggests an emp-
entlylifted byan dp .

likeavase thatwas blocking the television.

Until recently,workers feared that Alwould take their )obs ‘We nowknow this' was

toocrude.Alwill theirjobs. Tk
— still drawing salaries, attending meetings,and possessing passwords — but must
discoverwhat theyare for.

Thisissaid tobe liby ill handle the dreary, repetitive work, free-
inghumans for higher-value activities. Unfortunately, much of office life consists of
dreary, repetitive work. it may not inspire poetry, but it fills the hours and provides
reassuring evidence of employment.

Onceitdisapp theworker deli he must look delighted
thata machine can complete in seconds the task onwhich her professional identity
has rested forsix years. She must then volunteer for ing strategic.

“Strategic”is zumthe[ useful word. It describes work whose value is important but
cannotbed

d inning“Ata high level”.Iti
ion,although 0r20,000

Theoffic ithastrai-
ned more than 100,000 emplnyees in, advanmdAI skills.
in thatworkers should

not compete with Al but co]laborate with it — seuslble

|/ advice,ratherli
= thenew supermarket nextdoor.
Theid, nowperformac

doubleact.She should use AT enthusiastically enough to
seem modem, but not so succesfully that her manager

SHYAMAL noti er.Shemustadverti-
MAJUMDAR  cher vitywhi ;

N HIS INDEPENDENCE Day ad-

dress last month, Prime Minister

Narendra Modi placed “manufac-

turing power” as the first among

the seven streams (saptadhara)

that will help India achieve the vision of

Vilesit Bharat. He also said that in that

effort the potential of India’s youthwould

befullyharnessed.The pertinent question

is which manufacturing sector can actu-
allydeliverjobsat the scale India needs.

Our research at ICRIER points to tex-

tiles and apparel (T&A). But first, whyls

» FROM PLATE TO PLOUGH
INDIA NEEDS MORE JOBS IN MANUFACTURING; TEXTILES AND APPAREL SECTOR CAN LEAD THE WAY

The manufacturing fabric

ASHOK GULATI
SULAKSHANA RAO

Respectively Distinguished Professor
and Senior Fellow at ICRIER

ular/formal job.Forworkers to build eco-
nomic security and resilience, the shift
must therefore be towards regular, for-

creating jobs an urgent r
India’s growth storywill have littlemean-
ingifitfailsto hattooin

mal with social-security
beneﬁts ].|ke Employee Provident Fund
and 1 State I This is

the formal sector. India had 616 million
employed people aged 15 years and
above,butagricultureaccounted for43%
of thefigureasagainstmerely12.1% for
manufacturing (Periodic Labour Force
Survey, 2025). Even a shift of 1 percent-
age point empluyment from agnculture
would involve moving
alarge number of workers. The National
Democratic Alliance government had
promised to create 20 million jobs every
year,butwhat ishas delivered is nowhere
nearthat number.The recent student agi-
tations over paper leaks had an under-
current of a dearth of nzspectable jobsin

p
where the apparel sector matters. It is
labour-intensive, employs women in
large numbers,and can train workersin
short periods — ~60 days for specific

petitive ecosystem around them.
Tiruppur,an organically grown knit-
wear cluster, is perhaps the most com-

® ROLE OF RULES

Chinese President Xi Jinping

Aworld without rules is like a crossroads

without traffic lights, where chaos and
disorder are all but guaranteed. Fairness and
justice is a universal aspiration, and international
rules must be written by all countries

tackling the environmental crisis. After
the Madlas ngh Court s 2011 orderon
id discharge
norms, the clustel invested more than
850 crore in common effluent-| ~treat-
menti Ti
what it takes to create the next one mil-
lion jobs. The cluster depends heavily on
migrant workers from Odisha, Jhark-
hand, Bihar, and elsewhere, making
workerhousingand retention impunant
e clusterpl

man made ﬁbnes tec_hmc;l textiles, and

pell exportsrose
from $3.3 billion in 2020-21 to $5.3 bil-
lion in 2024-25.The cluster accounts for
about 68% of India’s knitwear exports
and supports livelihoods of more than a
millionworkers,around 70% of whomare
women.Within roughly 20km,yarn, knit-

production roles. tmg, dyemg, prmtu:g,
India has set an ambi- stitching, pack:

tious target of $100 billion . . aging, and dispatch are

TeAexportsby2030(from  ChiPmaking, (5ot e production

$36 billion today). Of the
$100 billion, $40 billion is

Al, and other

ecosystem. Nearly 20,000

for apparel exports specifi- hnol

are frgmlk;ﬁtting,dyei{lg,anel

the formal sector. 1
among(hoseaged 15- 79yearswas9 9%,
rising to 13.6% in urban India, while
25% were not in education, employ»
ment, or training (PLFS, 2025). Also,
female labour force participation was
409%,compared with 79.1% for men.

A large share of India’s workforce
remains in informal employment,with-
outthesstabilityand social protection of
formal jobs. The PLFS I-status mea-

cally (currently $15.7 bil- . rind
lion{ Our intexzm’cns with "r‘ponant for apnciillzfy activities. In this
exporterssuggestthesetar-  India's future, but  ecosystem effect firmsand
gets are not grounded in they are for the workersspecialiseand tho-
reality. Th mo! = E usands of jobs are created
likely to be achieved by highly skilled around acommon market.
2035 than 2030. workforce Sohowdid Tiruppurdo
A positive is that India it? Over decades, entrepre-

has recently closed its tar-

iff gaps with competitors like Bangla-
desh and Vietnam, in major markets
such as the EU and the UK. But market
access alone does not ensure exports.
Take,for example,the 2011 India-Japan

sure includes people who worked for a
big part of the year, as well as those who
undertook economicactivity foratleast
30 days. Being counted as “employed”
does not necessarily mean havingareg-

India’sapparel exports
to Japan fell from $229 millionin 2013
to $203 million in 2024. We need the
scaleand capacityto tap the potential of
free trade agreements, The solution is
not more factories, but creating a com-

neurs, industry associa-
tions,and the government built the insti-
tutionsand common infrastructure that
enabled the ecosystem to grow. The
Tiruppur Exporters’ Association, under
the leadership of A Sakthivel, and the
South India Hosiery Manufacturers’
Association played an important role in
building collective capabilities, while
infrastructure such as the Netaji Apparel
Park supported its expansion. The clus-
ter’s collective strength was evident in

expand both exportsand employment

But Tiruppur alone cannot help ach-
ieve the target of $100 billion T&A
exports by 2030.India needs many more
such clusters. Some policy steps in this
direction were taken by the government
in2021withtheannouncementof seven
PM MITRA parks. But till date, only one
such park (Warangal)is operational. Such
a snail’s pace of execution does not
inspire confidence that India canachieve
itstargetof $100 billion exports by 2030.
That would also limit the speed at which
jobs can be created.

Our humble submission is that the
Prime Minister needs to give special
attention to this sector if we want to cre-
ate 20 million meaningful jobs annually.
Chip-making, Al, and other advanced
technologies are important for india’s
future, but they are for the highly skilled
workforce. A majority of India’s labour
forceexcludesthem.The T&Asectoroffers
higher employment intensity at a rela-
tively low cost. China, Bangladesh, and
Vietnam have followed that path. India
mustlearn from them.

Thereal testof the Viksit Bharat vision

itcanc
jobs. T&A offers a clear opportunity, but it
needs the PM’sattention torealiseit.

Views are personal

Who will put on the brakes first?

P RISHIRAJ

=

rishi.roj@expressindia.com

In the Al race, companies see the risks but fear
losing ground if rivals keep accelerating;
regulation should set safety conditions

ARTIFICIALINTELLIGENCE AND what it
can do has become the flavour of the sea-
son. From making humans redundant
and changingthe natureofworktoallow-

ereonce
w mmagmable, and doing things that
seemed impossible onlya fewyearsago,Al
is now discussed almost every day. There
israrelyadaywhena tedmologyguru re-

cal. According to one report, Anthropic
said it had disrupted attempts to use its
Claude models to support biological
weapons research, develop software for
missilesand armed drones,and carry out
asuspected Russia-linked cyberespionage
campaign against the Ukrainian govern-
mentand military targets.Italsosaid Chi-

earcher, isnot

nese AJ compames had attempted to
: :

another possibility that Al could unlock.
But what Jacob Coxon, a former Anth-
mplc and OpanI Al researcher, said re-
whohas b
swept upin that excitement sit up.

So, Ihe companies building frontier
Alarebeginningtoackno-
wledge that the technol-
ogy may be moving faster
than the safeguards aro-

Coxonis
about the harms of AL He has warked on
Al pretraining at both companies and
recentlyleft Anthropic, reportedly giving
up equity that had not yet vested. His
warningwas stark the companies build-
ingth dAT

undit.But: the

ing towards self-improving supenntel[r

gencewithout having solved how to keep

such systems reliably under human con-

trol. He has said people working on the

technology themselves believe there isa
bilityof Alcausi

Every company
may prefer a world

however, could afford to assume that
restraintwouldbereciprocated. The even-

acquire new capabilities as it is scaled. A
negu.lamr may be trymg to certify some-

is still changing.

tual response was not simply to tell one I.Aung

slde to stop, but to :reatc h 'hat doesnot g b

through Id placelim- uldwait e

itsontherace. about AL Logically, regulanon should fo~
Alis obviously nota nuclearweapon.  cuslessonprescribing thetecl

Butth itivelogichasa parallel i frisk,

everyone maybenefitifthe isslowed, provides a useful parallel.

whileeach participant hasan incentive to
keep running.
That is why voluntary

— restraint has limits. It also

explains the growing calls
for government interven-
tion. Anthropic CEO Dario

Governments did not stop deve[opu:g
couldbe

morep
dangerous. They introduced driving lic-
ences, speed limits, safety standards, and
trafficrules.Asimi

forAl Lesscapablesystems could facelig-
hterrequirements,whileincreasinglyau-

tou-
ghertestingand disclosure obligations.
However, the difficult part will be

P sing phic,even

existential, harm within this decade.
Foran industry that has spent years

selling the promise of increasingly capa-

hyamal.maj have their own difficulty. For years they
dndlic.cory 1 P! an
reduced d s individualjs Nowthat
machines can follow those human jud is suddenly the organi:
tion’s most prized asset. Empat.hy.amosnty.and creativity —long excluded from the
perfor P backtosaveus.
This may explain the growi iasm for“ Aloperatingmodels” The
dmachi partners.Yet tner receive:
perfom]ance reviews, worries about promotion,and can be reassigned toa centre of
excellencein anothercity.

Noneoftk
able to redundancy,and India's (echnology firms cannot preserve yesterday’s work
asa chantyfcrempluyees But they should be honestabout what ishappening.Aper-

on hockevenifherTD illworks.
k d ion b IfAl can conjure capac-
ity equal to mughly 8% of Wipro’s worldorce without layoffs, what becomes of the
? The first labour-market effect of Al in Indian ITmaynotbe
massretrenchmentbutaquiet shrinking of
foreveryadditional billion dollars of revenue. The reassigned at least have: desks.The
unhired will not even get thevase.

Perhaps AT’s first great contribution to management is that it forces companies
toanswer an embarrassingly basic question: what are all these penple actually for?
The machines, having reviewed the answer.

In the meantime, the reassigned 20,000 should take comfmt They have not lost
theirjobs. Theirjobs have merely lost them.

isprefer-

ble ines, such awarning is bound to

disturb fthe op around AL
Now, according to reports, OpenAl

CEQ SamAltman has said the companyis

opentoslowing the: developmeut of its Al

systems amid growing concerns aver t.he

afetyofine
therisksareno longerennrely hypcthen

problem does not solveit. in which the Amodei h. dy spoken
hThel biggsr quezﬁun 1§ industry develop: algmlt d testing of
who slows down first. [ advanced Al systems, inde-
OpenAl decides that its powerful s).l“ems pendente ion,and go-
next model needsanother ~ MOre cautiously.  Gernment powers to inter-
testing: But none wants vene when systems pose

whjle Anthropic or Google to be the only unacceptable risks.
continues at full speed, Thereisastrong case for
OpenAl could lose itsl:ech- oneto do so thxs approach. If g]e same
nologicallead.IfUS pply to every frontier
nies slow down while com- developer, safety ceases to
panies elsewhere continue developing bea competitive disadvantage. OpenAl

p compet-
itiveness and national security enter the
picture.Thisis the central problem facing
frontier Al Every company may prefera
world in which the industry develops
powerful systems: mom muunusly Butno

does not have to worry that delaying a
risky system will hand an advantage to
Anthropic,andviceversa.

But regulation creates another prob-
lem.Governmentsarebeingasked toreg-
u]ate a technology evolv'mg atapace tra-

mpany

There isa familiar hjstorlcal paral]el.
During the Cold War, the US and Soviet
Union both understood the risks of an
unrestricted nuclear arms race. Neither,

HE EDITOR

Student grievances

Apropos of “A knock at democracy's
door" (FE, September 12), Gen Z prot-
ests deserve neither dismissal nor ind-
iscriminate political endorsement. The
concerns over examinations, employ-
ment, and administrative fairness are
legitimate and should be addressed
through responsive institutions. Social
media-driven mobilisation can create
rapid public pressure, but sustaining a
constructive movement requires org-

anisation, credible leadership, and cle-
arly defined objectives. Governments
should thus treat youth protests as an
opportunity to improve consultation
rather than merely a law-and-order
issue. Public hearings, transparent
exam systems, time-bound grievance
redress, and institutional dialogue
with student groups can reduce
distrust. Political parties too should
not appropriate genuine grievances
for short-term advantage. A healthy
democracy is one where the young

isnotdesi dfor.
Formstance au'craftcan betested. against
ine:

d cafe

&
procedures. AT is different. Amodel can

can question authority peacefully and
institutions respond with seriousness.
—A Myilsami, Coimbatore

Tata Sons listing

Apropos of "RBI rejects Tata sons' bid
to remain private” (FE, September 13),
the RBI's stand has ended the Tata
group's two-year effort to stay unlist-
edand cleared the way for a manda-
tory stock market listing. The decision
signals the central bank's resolve to
apply upper-layer NBFC rules uniform-

deciding ie.Gov-
ernments will need technical expertise
independent of the companies they reg-
ulate, access to sufficient information
from frontier labs, credible third-party
testing, and the ability to revise rules as
capabilities change.

There isalsoa danger that excessively
expensive or complicated compliance
could strengthen the biggest Al compa-
nies by making it harder forsmaller com-

8 So 5

p
should set safety conditions, not dictate
the pace of innovation. That would per-
hapsaddress theindustry’sbiggestincen-
tive problem and ensure that the com-
pany that applies the brakes first is not
simply the one that gets left behind. But
again, it is difficult to say whether this
wouldwork either.

ly to systemically important conglom-
erates. But it could help unlock the
true value of Tata Sons' vast invest-
ments in companies suchas TCS, Tata
Motors, and Tata Steel. Tata Sons has
traditionally focused on long-term
business values. Listing may expose it
to pressure from shareholders seeking
immediate profits, potentially affect-
ing its ethical and strategic approach.
—Bal Govind, Noida
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BRICS and gaps

New Delhi meet showcases potential and chinks

o India’s credit, the just concluded BRICS

summit in New Delhi was surprisingly

purposeful given the differences between
the 11 member countries in the wake of two ongoing
wars, in the Persian Gulf area and Ukraine. The joint
declaration reflects a mature attempt to create a
common ground among the Global South to promote
wide-ranging technological and social sector
collaboration overriding divergent strategic
interests. A disruptive US could well have acted asa
catalyst here.

6

There can, however, be no denying that
BRICS is a fractious grouping, with China
exercising overweening influence. Even so,
BRICS has managed to position itselfasa
countervailing force to the US accounting
for 40 per cent of global GDP and 26 per
cent of world trade. The US has been hostile
to BRICS for strategic and economic
reasons, First, BRICS is seen as a platform
for China and Russia to expand their
influence. Second, it posits an alternative
global governance system, witha greater say
for developing countries in ‘western’
institutions such as the IMF, World Bank,
UNSC, UNFCC and WTO. Third, BRICS
has been working at non-dollar settlement
systems, at least to transact within its
members and 10 partner countries.

Itis notable that the declaration
expresses the need in West Asia to maintain
‘smooth flow of global trade, supply chains
and energy in accordance to international
law’. Iranand the UAE, both BRICS
members but in opposite camps, have
signed on to this, even as the conflict has
escalated in the region — a testimony to
BRICS’ potential. Without naming US as an
aggressor in any context, BRICS has called it
out with respect to attacks on Occupied
Palestine. It has assailed “indiscriminate™
tariffs and non-tariff measures, and
“protectionism under the guise of
environmental objectives”, targeting both
the USand EU. A BRICS currency has more
orless been shelved, but settlement systems
in local currencies have already picked up,
more so in the shadow of sanctions on
Russia after 2022. India has been at pains to
clarify that it is not part of any
‘de-dollarisation’ project. But it can reduce
transaction costs if it is able to trade inits
currency and those of BRICS member
countries. It has been doing so with Russia.
However, this effort has to turn multilateral
so that the third party demand for
currencies other than the yuan increases
even as technology makes such
arrangements easier.

Meanwhile, China’s Cross Border
Interbank Payment System, which is botha
messaging and settlement network, has
expanded in scope since February 2026 to
allow multi-currency settlements. China
accounts for over 60 per cent of BRICS trade
and its surplus with the BRICS members,
including India, has been rising over time.
India surely cannot be comfortable with
yuan emerging as the de facto BRICS
currency. Its neutrality in BRICS lends
credibility to the grouping. For BRICS to
truly grow in stature, it must be less
China-driven than it is now.

OTHER VOICES.
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Controlling Al: humanity cannot outsource its survival
If there were a 10% chance that Al could wipe out humanity, no responsible
government would leave its development to companies racing to build it. Yet
until recently, that seemed to be the case. The warning was all the more
ominous because it was made by a researcher at Anthropic, the trillion-dollar
Al company behind the Claude chatbot. The dangers of Al-enabled pandemics
or attacks on nuclear systems are real. Countries need not agree on
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nother BRICS summit is

over. Chinawith ts trade

surpluses was clearly the

overwhelming big daddy. It

accounts for over 60 per
cent of intra-BRICS trade and
investment. Russiawithiits oil rana
close second. India trailed far behind
with nine tail-enders.

Many people in India are full of
admiration for China’s economic
success, like they were for Pakistan in
the 1980s. But Pakistan went phut
because it didn't have the political
systems and institutions to sustain
growth. China has the same problem.
From 1950 to 1980 we admired and
copied the USSR which also went phut in
1990.

That's why 1 always ask people who
admire China if they would like to swap
our political system and institutions
with China’s. No answer is forthcoming.

But let's leave aside the politics and
sociologyand examine the India-China
comparisons froma purely economic
lens. The starting point has to be the
acknowledgement that neoclassical
economics is founded on the idea of
political liberties, which China doesn’t
permit. But we have a surfeit of these
liberties.

Chinese GDP, meanwhile, is $20
trillion. Ours is not even five. So the
question has to be whether the absence
of such liberties facilitates rapid growth
inindustrial output.

In Chinait does, but in the USSR it
didn’t. The West also didn’t have full
political liberties — of the sort we have
had since 1950 — till about 50 years ago.
You can check this out.

CAPITAL OR LABOUR
There can be no doubt whatsoever that
political liberties and rapid economic

If Chinese political
stability is ensured by
massive force and
widespread denial of
political rights, Indian
economic stability is
ensured by suppressing
economic freedoms. Which
is preferable?

A tale of
two systems

India-China comparisons don’t make sense.
The two countries are chalk and cheese

growth are inversely related. When you
expand one, the other contracts. The
more you have of the former the slower
will the latter be. Look at East Asia after
1990.

There are no exceptions to this rule
because growth depends on giving
primacy to capital. Strange as it may
sound, this is Marx 101. And it’s not just

China, all the ‘Asian Tigers’ were like
that. This has been said by several Nobel
winning economists as well.

Unconstrained optimisation means
capital flows into China and flows out of
India. Period. Our emphasis on liberties
means capital gets short shrift.

Allour laws favour labour because we
arearights-based society. And when we
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tryto correct the imbalance, as in 1991
or 2006 or 2019, there is protest. Just
look at the number of trades unions and
NGOs jumping up and down all the time
and laying siege to the Supreme Court.

It must be asked why liberals object to
a politically hard state, which is what we
need for ever increasing investment and
industrial output. You can’t have one
without the other. It doesn’t work like
that.

Also, when was the last time anyone
compared Indian agricultural
performance with China’s? India
achieved food self-sufficiency in the
1970s, so much so that the massive
drought of 1979 went unnoticed by the
world. China is nowhere nearit.

In fact, food is one of China’s biggest
vulnerabilities alongside energy. It has
enough of neither. All the world has to
dois to reduce food and energy exports
to Chinaby 10 or 15 per cent and we will
see how the paper tiger roars. Indiais
quite safe that way.

We also have absolutely no idea of the
efficiency of its capital use. The fact that
the government’s first priority is
employment, Chinese industry is hugely
subsidised. That has created what
economists call a moral hazard problem:
there is very little incentive to save on
capital. Few people realise it but China
has made the same mistakes as the old
Soviet Union where efficiency is
concerned.

APPLE OR ORANGE?

The point I am making is that when you
compare two entirely different systems
of governance you shouldn’t just look at
one part and draw large conclusions.
The correct questions to ask must be
about systemic stability: which
countries have stable systems and which
arerestingonapin?

If Chinese political stability is
ensured by massive forceand
widespread denial of political rights,
Indian economic stability is ensured by
suppressing economic freedoms. Which
is preferable?

What would happen if China allowed
evena fraction of Indian political rights
and India allowed a small degree of
Chinese economic freedom? Neither is
going to happen.

China has a lot of hugely subsidised
economic competition. We have alot of
hugely subsidised political competition.
You can choose between them.

That’s why we should stop admiring
what we don’t have and start boasting
about what we do and keep expanding
those things. China has the economic
brawn but not the political brain. And
that is going to be its biggest long term

bility.

NSE has priced everything except itself

By going in for listing, NSE offers investors an asset whose returns follow the market’s activity rather than its direction

—
V Shunmugam

Stock Exchange (NSE) has priced

everything India owns except
itself. That is about to change. The
exchange filed its draft red herring
prospectus on June 17,2026, for 148.9
‘million shares, close to six per cent of
paid-up capital. The Securities and
Exchange Board of India (SEBI) has
since issued its observation letter.
Before atraded price begins to
summarise the exchange, its record and
unfinished agenda deserve an audit.

The record begins with an index. NSE

created the Nifty and made it the
benchmark for Indian equity risk. Its
pull took a slice of India’s price

F or three decades, the National

from 30.87 million in March 2020 to
129.1 million in March 2026. The growth
is no longer confined to metropolitan
areas: Uttar Pradesh led new
registrations in 2024-25, adding 29.5
lakh investors. The same instinct built
institutions. In 1996, the exchange set
up the National Securities Depository
Ltd along with the Industrial
Development Bank of Indiaand the
Specified Undertaking of the Unit Trust
of India. The depository was listed last
year, with NSE among its selling
shareholders. The pattern extended to
NSE Indices, NSE Data and Analytics,
NSE Clearing, and the exchange and
clearing corporation at GIFT City. Some
capabilities were built and then handed
over:acting on the Mahalingam
(lomm\m:e s recommendauons, lhe

BIG JUMP. Registered investors on the
NSE have risen significantly s:oowsess

‘What does listingadd toan
institution that is already considered a
deemed listed entity, with disclosures,
board, and conflict norms equal to or
benerthan those of a listed company?

discovery offshore, toa Singap
Exchange contract. The answer was
construction, not aban. Since NSE
International Exchange began full
operations at Gujarat International
Finance Tec-City (GIFT City) on July 3,
2023, the GIFT Nifty contract has
recorded more than 69.56 million
contractsand $3.21 trillion in turnover.
Next came operational credibility. In
the mid-1990s, screen-based trading
across a national network,
straight-through settlement and a
clearing corporation standing between
every buyer and seller were rare. Thatis
why foreign portfolio investors treated
Indiaasadestination, notan
experiment. Registered investors rose

skxllmgbusmesses in early 20&% Lcmng
go of what specialists can run better says
as muchas the balance sheet.

UNUSUAL BALANCE SHEET
That balance sheet is unusual. Revenue
from operations was ¥16,601 crore in
FY26, with profit of 10,302 crore, both
SEBI'sderivative
Operating margins are near 76 per cent,
net debt is zero, and the treasury book
standsat about ¥64,771 crore. Roughly
51.2 per cent of global equity dcnvauve
contracts pass through the exct

remain largely the same;
hawever their enforcement varies
i 1y. Since the exch lacksa

for smaller firms was worth ¥1.8 trillion
in March 2025. Retail’s share of market
value reached a 22-year high of 18.75 per
centin the second quarter of 2025-26,
but retail money still prefers short-dated
derivatives to ownership. Eachgapisa
multi-year commitment thata listed
company must defend every quarter.
The offer structure is often misread.
Itis only an offer for sale, so the money
goes to the selling shareholders and not
to the exchange. The Life Insurance
Corporation, the State Bank of India,
other banks and development finance
institutions have held the stake for
decades at close to original cost. Listing
turns alocked strategic holding into
liquid capital when the primary market
needs it. The timing is atest in itself.
With a heavy pipeline lined up for the
coming quarters, an issue of this size will
measure domestic institutional and
household demand better than any

promoterand the Life Insurance
Corporation of India holds the largest
stake at 10,72 per cent, ownership is
widely spread; the listing will make the
market the key oversight mechanism.
The open agenda deserves equal
attention. Listed companies have a
combined market value of T411 trillion
across nearly 3,000 firms, while the
corporate bond market is a fraction of
that and municipal debt is barely
present. C dity derivatives remain

position held for seven consecutive
years, along with about 93 per cent of
cash equity turnover.

thin inan economy that lives off
agriculture and now leans on
manufacturing. The Emerge platform

survey.

For regulators, the listing carries
forward whal corporatisation and

d began. For it
offers an asset whose returns follow the
market's activity rather thanits
direction. For policymakers, the sharper
question is not what the exchange has
built, but which of the remaining gaps it
will now be pressed to close, when 129
million investors can also be its
shareholders and its performance is
priced every day.

The writeris Partner, MCQube
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democracy or trade policy to accept this. The US and China will hold,
reportedly, their first bilateral Al-safety talks before a planned White House
summit between Donald Trump and Xi Jinping, Despite their tech rivalry,
neither Washington nor Befjing can make the most advanced Al safe on their
own. A US-China settlement won't be able to say how Al works everywhere.
Countries deploying Al must help write the global rulebook. The odds on an
extinction event are shortening, (.onsei.sesveneen 11)

THE WALL STREET JOURNAL.

Trump’s real problem is real wages

The August inflation report came in stubbornly high an Friday, which means
there’s no reprieve for the White House this election year, or for the Federal
Reserve when it meets on monetary policy next week. Only if the Fed focuses
on reducing inflation will President Trump get the lift in real wages that he
presided over in his first term. The Labor Department on Friday reported that
the consumer price index rose 0.4% in August, and 3.4% over the last year,
While energy prices drove mast of the monthly surge, that's no consolation to
CONSUMETS. (Hew voRK, SEPTEMBER 17)

Xiskips PM dinner
Onebus, one dinner —and one
notable absence. Chinese President

Xi

attending the dinner arrived at the
venue ina single bus from
Parliament, turning the journey itself
into asmall spectacle of the summit.
Amusical at BRICS

BRICS diplomacy acquireda
distinctly musical note in Dethi on
Saturday, with Malaysian Prime
Minister Anwar Ibrahim, in the capital
for the summit, being seen singing
Kishore Kumar's iconic “Khwab Ho
Tum Ya Kol Hageegat” from the
1965 film Teen Deviyan. The
rendition of the

Narendra Modi’s gala di amiss,

Bollywood classic offered alighter

even as Russian President Viadimir
Putinand other BRICS leaders joined
the host for the evening reception
Union ministers and chief ministers
of several States were also present.
Inatouch of unusual choreography,
the ministers and chief ministers

moment amid the high-powered

and I0SCO's top brass in not one but
two closed-door meetings, with no

reminded, comes with time. NSE MD
and CEO Ashishkumar Chauhan,

Ramaphosa made a pitch to Indian
corporates to invest in the country.
add

livestream and what
was discussed. Elsewhere, State Bank
of India Chairman C§ Setty was
spotted working the crowd, despite
not being on the public agenda for
the day, Add another dozen or so
such sessions across three long days,
including those invalving FATF and
RBI,and even a private GIFT City
Interaction with the Finance Minister,
and it seemed this year's real fintech

toc how
the industry would navigatea
tougher regulatory environment,
suggested that reporters had not
“tracked exchanges as a business
long enough” to understand market
cycles. Chauhan also made arare
switch to Gujarati when answering
ane query for the relevant audience.
Questions on the lower price band
and offer size were shrugged off to

bankers, none of

ippening

of
ataCllorganised roundtable
focused on reforms and improved
credit rating he ended it on alighter
note that drew laughter. “Yesterday |
went tothe BRICS business forum |
had alittle bit of cold which | usually
developwith toomuch air
conditioning So mysense of smell
was little bit reduced,” the president
said. "This morning | woke upa lot
better. As | entered this room and

behind closed doors
Sarvam Al set itself apart by

ts entire ‘closed-door”
meeting but kept the media present
t of the hall

diplomacy surrounding the summit.
Finnchmyn-rin
While thy g Al atthevenu

and tokenisation, much of the action
at Global Fintech Fest was happening
off it. Day one saw SEBI Chairman

No easy answers
AUNSE's pre-IPO press meet,
perspective, reporters were

were part of thy
panel, despite all 20 being preser\( in
the room. Invitations for the press
meet went out only the previous
midnight, while foreign media were
conspicuously left out.
Money matters
South African president Cyril

because my of smell has
improved greatly | could smell
money. So meetingyou here | have a
greater sense that |am in the
presence of people with money. So|
want you to come and invest in
South Africa,” he remarked.
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After innovation, what?

Designing the conditions for collective genius

BOOK REVIEW.
Debeshi Chakraborty

orm follows function and
F culture follows

environment. Behind both,
there is genius at play, designing
the conditions for possibility.
That axiom is a useful entry point
to Genius at Scale: How Great
Leaders Drive Innovation. It’s not
simplyabout where innovative
ideas come from. The harder
challenge is what happens next:
how does an organisation take an
ideaand make it work at scale?

Building on Linda A Hill’s

earlier work, Collective Genius, the
book argues that scaling requires
co-creation: collaborating,
experimenting and learning
across boundaries.

LEADERSHIP ARCHETYPES
Thc research mtroduces three

Title: Genius at Scale
Authors: Emily Tedars, Jason
Wild, Linda A Hill

Publisher: Harvard Business
Review Press

Innovation Officer at Procter &
Gamble, who talks how coaching
became part of how
experimentation happened.
Coaches tracked executives”

hetypes: Architect,
Bridger, and Catalyst. Architects
create the culture and capabilities
that enable people to innovate.
Bridgers make connections that
would otherwise not happen.
Catalysts take those possibilities
into wider ecosystems. What
interested me is the movement
away from the leader as the
person with the answer towards
the leader who makes other
people’s genius possible.

‘The book gets there largely
through stories. Michael Ku, then
Vice President and Head of Global
Clinical Supplyat Pfizer in
Groton, Connecticut, is one
example. Leadership coanhmg

0 question ratio. It
exposed how leaders could
encourage experimentation while
inadvertently shutting it down by
judging or supplying answers too
quickly. Generative questions
such as What did you learn? What
do you need to learn next? How
can T help? shifted leaders from
answer-giversto
environment-creators.

The pattern appears again at
Cleveland Clinic Abu Dhabi. Dr
Rakesh Suri, then CEO, used
biweekly group coaching with an
executive team that often held
back opinions. They became
trusted sparring partners,
reuonsldcnng assumptions,

helped him see that
saw him as directive and that the
timing of his speech affected both
psychological safetyand
discussion. Kubegan to “speak
last.” Under the extraordinary
pressure of Covid-19, his team
transitioned from thinking like
executors to acting like

ack lging what they did not
knowand elumnutmg their
“silent thought bubbles.” As that
behaviour travelled through the
hospital, teams began cocreating
their own experiments and
solutions.

The ABC framework is
memorablc although real

dership is unlikely to stay

, helping
vaccine trialsin just 266 daw The
Architect expressed it through
something surprisingly small:
when the leader chooses to speak.

Ajay Banga, then CEO of
Mastercard, takes the Architect to
organisational scale. His vision of
“World Beyond Cash” reframed
the business narrative, while his
50-25-25 model put resources
behind this future. But Banga’s

within three tidyboxes. A CEO
may read it as a book about
building systems. Recognising the
Bridger’s world of influence
without authority might be the
takeaway for the manager, while
entrepreneurs and social-impact
leaders may gravitate towards the
Catalyst. When Al is expanding
what individuals can do, the book
offersauseful counterpoint.

storyalsoi with Gary
Lyons, one of the book’s
‘Bridgers’, who connected people,
ideas and opportunities across
boundaries. The relationship is
revealing, Scaling innovation is
rarely the work of one leadership
archety

Then there is Kathy Fish, then
Chief Research, Development and

y can amplify
individual genius. Scaling it is still
atruly human endeavour. Hence
the question for a future-ready
leader is “What conditions can 1
create for the genius of others to
emerge and scale?”

The reviewer is an Executive & Leadership
Coach and Commonwealth Scholar

thehindubusinessline.

TWENTY YEARS AGO TODAY.

September 14, 2006

Nissan to decide soon on India factory

Nissan Motor, Japan's second-largest carmaker, said it will decide within two
months on whether to build a new factory with Suzuki Motor in India. Nissan
and Suzuki are working together in emerging markets including India.

Accord with Brazil on deep water oil exploration tech

Brazil and India have agreed to share technology for deep-water oil exploration
and developing alternative energy sources. ONGC Videsh Ltd (OVL), the
overseas exploration unit of ONGC, will invest about $400 million to buy a
stake in an offshore block in Brazil, said the Prime Minister, Dr Manmohan

singh.

Tutorial help for school kids on call now

For parents, this may prove to be a lucky break. No longer would they have to
struggle with their kids' tutorials. The Gurgaon-based Total Learning Sources
Ltd (TLSL) is soon opening a call centre where school children can phone in
for tutorial help, irrespective of which board of education their school
pursues. And this anytime, anywhere help would be available to kids across the

globe, not just in the country.

book
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A chronicle of a divided discipline

An even-handed and exceptionally well-research work on how India’s history has been interpreted in the last 150 years

BOOK REVIEW.
Uday Balakrishnan

haan Kashyap’s book is an

account of how India’s history

has been interpreted first by

the British and later by Indian

historians over the last 150
years. Over time, and particularly since
Independence in 1947, these
interpretations have hardened into two
broad camps: Left-secularand
Hindu-nationalist, each accusing the
other of bending history to ideological
ends.

Taking up historian Sumit Sarkar’s
observation that Indian historians rarely
examined their own positions in society,
Kashyap has produced a social history of
historians themselves, the institutions
they controlled, their interventions in
publiclife, and the ideologies driving
their craft.

Kashyap’s book stands out for its
even-handedness, which has
unsurprisingly attracted praise across
ideological divides. It is an exceptionally
well-researched work, distinguished as
much by the engaging lucidity of its
prose as by the courage required to write
itin the present milieu.

Kashyap begins his story in 1872,
when Sir Syed Ahmad Khan objected to
‘Itihas Timir Nashak’, a history textbook
by Shiv Prasad, for what he considered
was its unfair treatment of Muslims.
India’s textbook wars evidently began
long before today’s ideological camps
acquired recognisable form! Kashyap
follows colonial attempts to interpret
India’s past in ways favourable to British
mle aswellas the evolution of Indian
ical c that developed
against them during the freedom
movement.

The secular rendering of Indian
history took rootaround the time of
Partition and Independence, backed

NEW READS.

strongly by India’s first Prime Minister,
Jawaharlal Nehru. This narrative sought
to foster a national identity aligned with
the Nehruvian ideal of ‘unityin
diversity'. Backed by internationally
renowned historians such as Romila
Thapar and Irfan Habib, this
interpretation also enjoyed considerable
institutional influence for much of the
post-Independence period. It however
faced constant challenges from
Hindutva groups, which conceptualised
India not primarily asa secular nation
butas a Hindu civilisation. This
alternative perspective acquired
considerably greater institutional
traction after the Modi led government
came to power in 2014,

TEXTBOOK STRUGGLES
The post-Independence textbook
struggles began early. Kashyap locates
their origins in Communist Kerala in
1957, when the EMS Namboodiripad
government became embroiled in
disputes over lessons involving the
Bolshevik Revolution and Maoist China.
‘The Congress-led central
government, which remained in power
for much of the post-Independence
period, took steps to advance its secular,
national-integration agenda. One early
instance was the displacement of
historian RC Majumdar from the writing
of the official history of the freedom
movement in favour of the state
endorsed Tara Chand. More remarkable
was a 1970 National Council of
Educational Research and Training
publication, the Screening Record Booklet,
intended to help identify and excxse
from textt content

(1] msmuus
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Title: Who Owns the Past?
Author: Shaan Kashyap
Publisher: Vintage Books
Price: 3799

associated with the RSS-linked Vidya
Bharati school network renamed the
Arabian Sea Sindhu Sagarand imagined a
civilisational India extending beyond
the country’s present borders. He also
examines the interventions of Murli
Manohar Joshi, Education Minister in
the Vajpayee government, to promote a
Hindutva interpretation of history.
Kashyap also challenges the fiction of
aunified secular Left. During the
Ayodhya controversy, INU historian
Majid Hayat Siddiqi refused to sign the
historians’ 1989 pamphlet The Political
Alvusc of History. He warned that
| historians risked

detrimental to national integration.
Laudable as that objective was, it raises a
question running through Kashyap’s
book: when do the state’s interventions
of this kind Mcamc oumgh[ censorship?
The

Lompromlsmg their scholarly authority
when they entered active polmcal and
judicial disputes as historians rather
than simplyas citizens.

For Kashyap historians are neither

produced excesses of its own. Kashyap
records how Sanskriti Gyan booklets

neutral f facts nor helpless
victims of governments. They are public
actors who sit on committees, author

textbooks, control institutions and
sometimes even become political actors
themselves. The struggles within bodies
like the Indian Council of Historical
Research, the Indian History Congress,
the National Council of Educational
Research and Training among several
others are well brought out by Kashyap.

Kashyap’s book covers in depth how,
with each change of government,
yesterday’s dominant interpretation is
today’s target for correction. The
conflictintensified as the BIP emerged
nationally, culminating in the battles
over “saffronisation” during the
Vajpayee government and their reversal
after the UPA took office in 2004.

INDEPENDENT WRITING
History-writing in nineteenth-century
India often originated outside
universities, and Kashyap sees it
returning to the public sphere through
independent writers, many of whom are
not professional historians. What
matters most is historical thinking,
which enables readers to distinguish
evidence and interpretation from
unsubstantiated assertion and
misinformation. Anyone reading
Kashyap will agree with that.

Indiais unlikely ever toarriveata
single, permanently accepted account of
its past, and Kashyap’s book tells us why.
The greatest value of the book therefore
lies beyond the evolving interpretations
of India’s past. It isa valuable primer for
history teachers, helping them
appreciate that what they convey to
students reflects a current historical
interpretation, itself liable to change. A
summary of the book’s major arguments
would serve students and general
readers well too, as a reliable guide to
evaluate differing accounts of India’s
past and to understand why they are so
frequently revised.

he revi y
historyat iSc Bengaluru and elsewhere
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Title: Xi Jinping's
New-Era China: The

Author: Robert
Lawrence Kuhn

Publisher: Pentagon

The insights are

enlightening and
revealing for those who
need or want to know

the real China

Short take

Title: The Carnatic Wars

Author: Venkatesh
Parthasarathy

Publisher: HarperCollins

Title: ‘Discovery' and
Bharat: Christian
Constitution in a Hindu
Nation

Author: MR Venkatesh

India

Publisher: Garuda
The author reintroduces a = Prakashan Pvt Ltd
forgotten episode in " oy

Indian history. Vividly
narrated and deeply
engaging, thisisa
must-read for history
buffs

This is not just a book about
law. Itis about power,
identity, faith, society, state
and the unfinished debate
over Bharat's future

Healthcare must be available when people need it

—_—
Prathap C Reddy

infrastructure, expanded medical

education and used technology to
take care beyond the walls of
institutions. Yet healthcare remains
truly inaccessible if itis not available
when people need it.

Somewhere in urban India, a factory
worker is postponing his annual health
check for the third consecutive year. The
clinic may be close to his home and the
consultation affordable. But it closes
before his shift ends and opens after it
begins. This may appear tobe a
scheduling inconvenience. Multiplied
across millions of working lives, it
becomes a national health challenge and
an economic problem hiding in plain

I ndia has strengthened health

sight. Preventive healthcare is not
merelya clinical priority. It is national
infrastructure. Its returns are measured
in healthier working years, fewer
avoidable hospitalisations, greater
productivity and families protected
from the emotional and financial trauma
ofillnesses that could have been
detected earlier.

There is encouraging evidence of

closer to patientsincreased
blood-pressure control from 20 per cent
to 58 per cent, while reducing missed
follow-up visits from 61 per cent to 26
per cent. The lesson is clear: when care
becomes easier to reach and simpler to
continue, people are more likely to
remain connected to it. This is why India
must now expand its definition of
healthcare access.

what becomes possible when health
is designed around people’s lives. In
2020, women accounted for 59.8 per

centof e on

matters. Distance
matters. Quality matters. But time
matters too. For a daily-wage earner,a

India’s national telemedicine pl:morm
‘This is particularly significant because
women globally spend approximately 25
per cent more of their lives in poor
health than men.

Similarly, decentralised hypertension
programmes that moved treatment

medical during working
hours can mean lost income. Fora
working mother, a preventive screening
may compete with both professional and
family responsibilities. For an older
person, every appointment may require
the time and assistance of a caregiver.
India should, therefore, move towards

aseven-day model of planned healthcare
— one in which consultations,
diagnostics, preventive health checks,
follow-ups and appropriate planned
procedures are available throughout the
week. This does not mean asking our
doctors, nurses or technicians to work
without rest. A seven-day healthcare
system requires intelligent rostering,
appropriate staffing, digital support and
more efficient use of existing
infrastructure. The principle is simple:
institutions should organise themselves
around the needs of patients rather than
continually asking patients to reorganise
their lives around institutions. The
significance lies not in adding one more
working day. It lies in removing one
more reason for a patient to delay care.

‘The writer s Founder and Chairman, Apallo Hospitals
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1. Leading saprano will help one up if quintet is involved (4)
2. Academician and politician get together in this racket (4)

EASY DOWN NOTSOEASY Down
1. Prima donna (4)
2. Inclined surface across road (4)

ACROSS ACROSS

7. Vanishing of
something from
sight (13)

8. Was sensible of the
good qualities (11)
12. Shaped (6)

14. Take place (6)

16. Seduce,

attract (6)

18. Wine of
Bordeaux (6)

19. A test of
knowledge (11)

23. Betting odds at
the off (8.5)

3. Become wider (6)

4.To starve (6)

5. Quick (4)

6. Sweep along, drive before wind (4)
9. To bewilder (7)

10. Tough kind of grass (7)

11. An entanglement (4)

12, To get in a panic (4)

13.Lug (3

15. The lot (3)

17. Evoke, draw forth (6)

18, Make one pay a fee (6)

19. Censumes (4)

20. Well-ventilated (4)

21, Traditional Japanese small box (4)
22, Notch; to steal (4)

7.Vanishing from dance, a paper is written
about it (13)

8. Was fully sensible of how it increased
invalue (11)

12. Fashioned as it was for me, in a river
crossing (6)

14. How in a hen it may very quietly

come to pass (6)

16. Attraction of everything certain not to
have begun (6)

18. Bordeaux produces no end of treacle (6)
19. Close inspection of what a

student sits (11)

23. Beginning quietly with Patna, this is what
winning punter may get (8,5)

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2734

ACROSS 1. Nondescript 7. Besides 9. Grim 11. Cause 12. Expert 14. Sensational 18. Refuge 20. Enter
DOWN 2. Obscure 3. Sash 4. Purge 5. Aback 6. Smite 8. Dressage 10. Exponent 13. Ute 15. Actuate 16. Crepe 17. Creek 19. Fresh 21. Wool

22. Peel 23. Outrage 24. Cheer-leader

3. Become wider, and one may put it on one’s bread (6)
4. Possibly his half of the family is first to starve (6)

5. Don't eat so quickly! (4)

6. Amissile that will sweep along with the clouds (4)
9.1t will confuse one with prep about the law in Latin (7)
10. Grass papermaker uses, or paste made from it (7)
11. One may tie it to a mark in the wood (4)

12.So doodle nonsense in a bit of a panic (4)

13. It listens to part of the argument (3)

15. Everything that remains unpaid is permitted (3)

17. To draw information from the East is legal (6)

18. Put juice in the battery, for a fee (6)

19. Grub provided ina café at sunset (4)

20. A sprightly tune at the end of a roundelay (4)

21. Japanese box that turned up in the morning (4)

22. A small cut may be made in prison (4)

MNDNOE
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New Delhi Scripts a
Post-US Worldview

BRICS bring out a fresh rules-based order

The New Delhi Declaration, adopted by BRICS after brid-
ging Gulf divisions, is a manifesto for a world no longer
scripted in Washington. Yes, there’s no mention of Russi-
a’swar in Ukraine. Instead, it speaks generally of ‘ongoing
conflicts’ and ‘polarisation,’ and plants a red pin on West
Asia, Palestine especially highlighted no longer just ‘in
spirit’. Thisomissionand admission aren’taccidental. It’s
the ‘global south’s’ way of signalling that it also can cher-
ry-pick its moral crusades. By opposing unilateral sanc-
tions — those that bite hardest at Russia and Iran but ma-
kes countries like India collateral — BRICS has cast doubt
on the legitimacy of the West's favourite weapon. Sold as
the hallmark of ‘rules-based order,’ sanctions are now re-
framed as what they really are: coercion. In effect, BRICS
hasdeclared that ‘rules-based order’ isn't confined toa US-
led western wallpaper design.

India’sdiplomats called this ‘engage-
= ment at various levels’. In truth, it's
strategic autonomy in practice: con-
sensus without capitulation, response
toagrowing vacuum. Eachmember re-
tains its position, yet the collective voi-

ce is one of sovereignty and dial

At BRICS, Modi and India provided an adroit demonstration of tactically gathering a motley crew

A Weekend in New Delhi

M " osting 20 countries —
members and partners —
~—at BRICS summit repre- “‘""‘“’mnmimams
H sented New Delhi’s b!g- economy.
A 2 it Ani flict in the Per-

since the2023 G20meeting. Expeaedly
the event has generated much debate.
‘The 45-page joint statement, too, has
‘been read and interpreted widely. In
the end, what does this amount to?
‘Three pointsare worth noting.

© There is the familiar, but boring,
question about the coherence of
BRICS. This is not a trading bloc (Ase-
an), or strategically aligned political
collective (G7, atleast in its good days).
In some senses, it's a grouping cons-
tantly searching for a glueand making
up for it by sharing economic, social
and develupmanml. and occasionally

Narendra Modi’s call for UNSC reform
and financial institutions that reflect ‘current economic
realities’ dovetails neatly with this posture. The ‘global so-
uth’is tired of being in the front row of crises, but the back
row of decision-making.

Thisisthearchitecture of a post-US worldview. Not anti-
West, but post-West. As Sun Tzu observed, ‘The supreme
artof war is to subdue the enemy without fighting.’ By re-
fusing to fight the US’ rhetorical battles by discounting
them, BRICS has subdued the narrative itself. Critics may
call this denial a refusal to confront. Yet, exclusion itself is
power. By having India and China, Iran, Saudi Arabia and
the UAE in one tent, BRICS has shown a world order outsi-
de the creaking post-1945/1947 framing. The West may still
havethetech, weaponryand economicheft. But BRICS has
found the words toregister and act upon the West’s wobble.

Tighter US Visa Isn't
All That Bad for India

Tighter visa requirements for Indians studying or working
abroad will intensify competition in the domestic market for
white-collar employees. It will also bridge some of the skill gap
Indian recruiters confront in local higher education. Western
economies are raising the salary threshold for work visas,
which tend to favour specific industries where: demand p1 opsup

wages. Thishasled -ation of fol
soughtby immigrant andtheoverall vol f
students applying to universities overseas has declmed The
supply response is bei d by theadver f ac-
quiringadegree overseas.
The debt incurred to Iive and study abroad has become unser-
many

A mdebtedness affects immigrants more
’ than locals, whom they cross-subsidise. It
works so longas the job market is competi-
tive. Since western economies are erecting
entrybarrierstojobs, they will have tofind
alternative means of funding higher edu-
cation. Some of the eﬁects of stricter visa
conditions will befeltin llege capacity the e
had built underan easier regime. This could encourage univer-
sities to become more proactive ahnut overseas campuses.
Asarelatively faster-growi Indi; b-
sorb a reverse brain drain. The process will be aided by the
growth of GCCs. Jobs are movingto where the workersarefora
wide swathe of MNCs. Immigration controls will speed up the
trend. Governments seeking to distort global higher education
and employment markets risk exporting both colleges and offi-

cohortof emergingeconomies.
While this istrue, itisalsoa

fact that more and more co-

untries —middle

wers if you will, develo-

ping Lounmes II you

unsure about the
gains, but don’t
see a real loss.
They are willing to
test its utility This
year; at the current
juncture, despite its
internal diversity —
India and China are
ina comp].lcamd re
lationship;
Saudi Arabia and the UAE might as
well occupy separate universes —
BRICS found something to agree on. It
‘becameaforum of protest against:

» A scattershot tariffs and sanc-
tionsregime thathas shaken the world

Thrust of the BRICS
message was not anti-West,
or even aimed at the US. It
was reflective of
deep-seated frustration
with specifically Trumpism

sian Gulf that has now gone out of
control and threatens an unending
energy and food shock.

» Crippling of a multilateral insti-
tutional system that was far from per-
fect but,still, was the only one we had.

While individual grievances aga-
inst Europeans and others might have
been suggested, thrust of the BRICS
message was not anti-West, or even ai-
med at the US. It was reflective of deep-
seated frustration with specifically
Trumpism. If anything, many of the
countries would welcome a more acti-
ve and involved America as a balan-

cer to China, ironically even as Chi-
naisintheroom.

It is a paradox that the US
president has given BRICS so-
me sort of a connective
tissue — in terms of

ing before his visit to the US later this
month. There he will meet an embatt-
ledhost, boxed in by foreign policy and
electoral conundrums. To whatever
extent, the New Delhi stop hasadded to

XiJinping's cards.
For Narendra Mo-
di, the BRICS wee- /
kend became an oc-
casion to demonst- /,
rate India’s appe-

This point is often underapprecia-
ted by those who insist New Delhimust
walkaway from BRICSandlimit its so-
lidarity to the West, where India’s big-
gest markets, its tech and capital sour-
ces, and its upcoming trade agree-
ments lie. The contention about the
West is correct. Trade pacts with, say,
the EU and Canada, Britain and the
US, open up markets for Indian manu-
facture, whether engineeringand elec-
tronies goods, refined petro products
orfood items.

Nevertheless, cmclal supplv cha-
insand

THE SPEAKING TREE

Destroy Old
Files Totally

0SHO

Ihave heard that in the White

Housea president was very

worried because many files had
Hetold his secre-

linkages that <euab1e> suz:h exports
run through BRICS family countries,
‘These range from crude oil (UAE, Sau-
di Arabia, Iran, Russia) to gas (Nige-
ria), metals (Bolivia), ur-
anium (Kazakhstan), fer-
tilisers (Egypt, Rus-
sia, zbekistan,

cialised coal (Indo-

tary todestroy all those files
which were useless and to only
keep those which wereof any
use. The secretary orde

many people tofirst make
copiesof thefiles incasesomet-
hing was needed some time, and
then todestroy thefiles. Thisis
‘how bureaucracy works. Now,
this is unnecessary work: you

al. For all its = ndia’s well-being and nesia, South Africa, aredestroyingthefilebut
problems, this co- economic security can't be Rusxa) and industri- keepinga copy!

untry remainsapil “met by offering humbug elec- ing use-
lar of stability, stan- " 3rgyments about how nics L

ding steady amid fe- India is a western-aligned and‘ pharma APls desires that we know are un-
rocious geopolitical country, or by suggesting it hina). ble, still we carry on.
andeconomic winds can at Slli nore the West. From th Hence our i

in a year from hell. & * ductor  ecosystem onhow toempty the inside of

This explains why
invited  countries
wanted to come and stay engaged
with India. (Bangladesh was the one

Reality and realism are
much too complex

(Malaysia) to aero-
space (Brazil), there
are other incoming and capacity-buil-
ding opportunities. One is not even go-

ourbeing. There isnoneed to
keepany ooples becausethe
morespacious weare, the more
conscious we become, and that

upon. Thisisa

Absent this context,
the optics and langu-
age from BRICS wo-
uld have been diffe-
rent. As such perma-
nence should not be assumed.

@ Different leaders came for diffe-
rent reasons. The Chinese presxdem
arrived to his

tion in that the sumof itspartsisgre-
ater than the whole. Cumulative bila-
teraland, wh ilable, sub-regio-

a western-aligned country, or indeed
by suggesting India can at all ignore
the West. andre:

nal affinities surpass any overar-
chingidentity. Consider India’s guest
list—10 co-members of BRICS and 10
partner countries. Each of them de-
notes a trade or similar nexus that

to BRICS, but more than thatas partof
aseries of diplomatic boxes he is tick-

makes important. A
BRICS summit provides a conveni-
entoccasion to touch base.

too complex. They call for far toomany
intricate networks and tactical arran-
gements. Each of these adds up. Over
the past two days Modi and India pro-

what it disagrees with, exception, but that is another story) ing into the expanding export basket consciousnessis enoughto
evenif notwhatitagrees That aside, in convening even Persi- (mcludmgdefencee(ports)w;thmany respondto. any situation.
anGulf ri ingasta- withthe If, one
the moment and tement that while admittedly a com- excepuon of China. becomesawarethatlessthe
to immediate promise — which 45-page What is the hmmv sage? It is that in burden, moreefficientoneis.
challenges, inclu- isn’t?—offered today’s h himself world Oneis not carryingready-made
ding reintensify- necouldtake home, Modiand In(han order, India’s well-bei d i answers, y
ing of the Gulf con- dlplomacydldthemselves proud. security cannot be met by offering andmspond Otherwise, Lhe
flict on summit eve. ® BRICS is an unusual organisa- how Indiais reacts, itnever

responds. It uses the old ready-
made answer that may notfitat
all;and then you fail.

‘Amanof absolute emptiness
always has theright response.
Henever fails, he never repents,
henever feels guilty, he never

Theauthor is partner; The Asia Group,

.Eachact i
sototally that there isno ques-
tionof thinkingabout it repea-

air of

Thaw on the
China Front

A Declaration,
No Roadmap

tedly. He simply
unburdened of the past.
Abridged from Meeting with
individuals/Courtesy Osho
International Foundation/
www.osho.com

MELODY FOR
MONDAY

ce rieslike India thatexport Thi ldlo-
wer the cost of acquiring skills in India and have second-order
effects on productivity when the prodigals return home.

Khumb galouti, paneer lababdar, millet
pulao, shahtoot phirni...anyone?

The BRIC-a-Brac
Khana Xi Missed

Xi Jinping came to the BRICS party. Buthe. d prin-

» Selective cooperation Uncer- wants developing countries to I
tainty surrounding US trade policy, jointly shape rules for high-tech Velouna
tensions in West Asiaand vulnera- sectors, rather than remain The Pixies
bilities inglobal supply chains ‘rule-takers’. “We must strive to
provideareas where Indian and transform the global south froma ‘The Pixies’ ‘Velouria', from
Chinese interests may overlap. Such ‘rule-taker’ into a ‘rule-shaper’,” their1990’s album Bossano-

= cooperation ileflects pragmatic i Ng)li:nsamdm — ga 15‘:‘;;we s]gngpxcl;ed up
ignment where interests coincide. which usually pushes v aradio telescope. Its

Harshvpant The BRICS framework gives India m BRICS towardsa confr

and Chinaa space for engagement stance on the US, appears to have Kim Deal’sbass gives the

XiJinping's visitto New Delhifor  without requiringalignment on the BRICS put India’s diplomatichefton mellowed. Xi’s speech stopped melody apulse. Somewhere
the BRICS summit — msﬁrst visit  broader international order. India display on Saturday, as New Delhi short of sharp criticism of the US, behind them, a theremin
toIndiain7years —marked wants BRICS toremainabroad cobbled togethera consensus that possibly because he does not want seemstoannouncethat
1mportant if carefully cahbm(e(l ‘global south’ platform while (‘hma led to the New Delhi Ds tofoul of hismee- ordinary gravity has been
moment in India-Chinarelations.  ismorewillingtouse it (NDD), despil interest ungwmh Donald ’I‘rump in Was- suspended. Yet, for allits
‘The important point is that neit- the West. Their ountries. gloriousstrangeness, the
hersidehasabandoned itsassess- ~ but BRICS engagement The key question now is Modihasmade it clearihal he songistender. Black Fran-
mentof theother. Rather, bothare  servesboth. what happens nextas doesnot want BRICS though he has
attempting to establish mecha- Limitsof therappro- % thegr i anti-West. i razil found someone miraculous
nisms through which competition chementare critical. Y foritsnextchair,China. andSouth Africaarealso ﬂ.\su.» andis shghﬂy astonished
canbe managed withoutescala- » The core boundary this qus clined toadoptan juststay.
ting intocrisis. disputeremains un- tion, onemust recognise re towar ‘ds the US. Russiaand Iran, ’l‘he lme, 'We will wade in

rounding the resolved, military deploy- that each member views victims of theever'has

Ml)ﬁl -Ximeeting inDelhi isrevea- mentsand infra develop- BRICS differently, shaped by itsown  sanctions, want the group to chal- planetary vibes to it while
ling. Bothargued that India and ment continue, and strategic mist- compulsions. For instance, Indiagot  lenge USpolicies more forcefully. » havingthe
Chinashould regard each otheras rust has not disappeared. Indiaand thegroupingtodecry thePahalgam  Atleast3members—UAE, Saudi contours of
parmers notrl\«als Th China the Indo- terrorattack of 2025 whileIran Arabiaand Indonesia— would do the human

not  Pacific, v, the ‘global lobbied to NDD little to ali US. heart. A
becnmedlsputes. south’ and the neighbourhood. military strikes onit. Without BRICS, Russia would be small

For Xi, thisreflects Beijing's » Indiarema- . ThoughNDD gravely lsolated aswestern co\mm- promise
interest in stabilisingits external insconcerned the between
envlmnmem amid tradeand about excessive group'searlier 1t since the start of the Ukrame wm two people

hainuncertainty, tensions ~ dependence on resolution to in2022. The provides isturned
wﬂh (he USand reglmml instabili- Chinese supply supportIndia Vladimir Putin with a platform to for abrief stretch of abar
ty -ating hai dtech. andBrazilas enhance relations withleaders of intoa place they might enter
percept.\ons, leveragingeach Security consi- permanent different countries that buy Russi- together. The words feelless
country’s strengths, supporting derations will UNSC mem- angoods. Nearly 90% of Russian oil written than discovered, as
each other’s BRICS presidencies continue to bers, it setno and 60% of its weapons are bought if Francis briefly remembe-
and coordinating in institutions >hape economic timeline. The- by Chinaand India. redadreamand then goes
such as the UN, SCO and G20. His policy. re'sclearlya Iran persuaded the group to into the chorusof ‘My
call for India and China to remain » Differences Chinese hand include areference to protecting Velouria, my Velouria/

‘good neighboursand friends’ over BRICS inthis:China,1  peaceful nuclearfacilities. Isolated Even[I'lladoreya, my Velou-
signals] Beumg 's preference for reflectalarger of the5veto- by western-led institutions, it ria’ —with its brazénly

while pre- icdiver- wieldingUNSC  regardsBRICSasa key forumtoair childish rhyming —togo
serving space for cooperation. gence. India ‘members, is its grievances and enjoys strong find itagain.

Modi, however, framed the rela- seeksamulti- unlikely to backing from Russia. South Afr ica “Velouria' hastheforceof a
tionshiparound India'sestablished  polar order that sees BRIC! rock songand the delicacy
principles of mutual respect,sensi-  allows itto work withnewmem-  policy identity beyond theAfru:an of ahalf-remembered
tivity and interest. His call forafair, ~simultaneously Hand Chinese bers.Ithas continent. Under LuladaSilva, summer: The songleaves
reasonableand mutually acceptable  with the US, Russia, Chinaand repeatedly blocked Indianeffortsto  Brazil used BRICS to push hard for youlongingforsome distant
boundary setﬂemem underscored Chinaseeksan move UN resolutions against reforms in IMFand WTO. But he futurenostalgia.

that

ironment less
US. T

Palustan sterroractivities.

cooperation cannot i

LAC.

ceof AbuDhabi, Sheikh Khaled bin Mohamed, —skipped the
dinner on Saturday, leaving khandvi mille-feuille to roll solo
andkhumbgaloutitogrill in: qu:etm‘ntest Thestartersalone

India’sr @ﬂirmatlon of its posi-
tions on Taiwanand Tibet, along
with itsassurance that itsterritory

D
ting visions will thedepth

ecause Na-
rpndm Modi atime-

of cooperation.
The thaw should be understood as
managed competition rather than

gram flour

deterioration

with mustard (India’s spice), coconut (Braml 's tropical nod)

and yoghu.rt (Russia’s dairy dlplomacy) Psneer lababdar

power in

Himalayan morels simmered w1t.h saffron and mamra al-
monds— was practically a UN resolution ina bowl.

Carrot bean poriyal toasted South Indian federalism in vir-

gin coconut oil and millet pulao was a i develop-

» Diplomatic nor: um].\sauou
Xi smtm nioIndia,

bound plan tomake it happen.
ingat the BRIC: i

skipped the meeting as Brazil heads
intoan election year.

Itisdifficult to spot many delive-
rables in the carefully hedged joint

Modisaid UNSC reform ‘canno
longerbe postpuned’ and m]ledfor
negotlaunns !0

peppered with boiler-
p]me phrases such as ‘reaffirm’,
engou.rage an_d _welcome Afew

disaste: anti-drug

Though BRICS stresses partners—
hinais

T g
operations, asolaljphmovol taic

would not be used for anti-China reconciliation. Both have recogni-

activities, signalled sed that

New Delhi appears willing toack- carries high costs, but neither has

nowledge Chinese sensitivitiesbut  altered its strategic posture,

expects reciprocal restraintand Xi'svisit isbest seenasami
imarmik— stability from Beijing. inthe post- ilisation

Thevisit offersreasonsfor cautio-  process, notasaresetof ties. For
usoptimism. durability, 3 factors will be key:

sustained peace: along LAC pl o

drenewed leader-level

ment goal disguised as comfort food. Even beetroot raita loo-
ked like a peacekeeping mission — cool, pink and trying to
ds Dessert OldDelhifruit
cream with jalebi was nearly NAM-nostalgic while shahtoot
phirni, topped with gold leaf, was India’s way of saying: ‘This
isthe kind of dessert we can be having after every meal if we
become permanemmemberuf theUNSecunty Council.’

people tiesand. mmmued pohl lcal

esentev ;
since Galwan, the twosidesare

Indu and Chinaareunlikely to

ipof the
‘globalsouth’. Itsstrength rests
partly on being the bloc’s biggest
trader, running trade surpluses
with most BRICS members. India,
the world's biggest democracy and
fastest-growing major economy, is
unhkely to accept unilateral Chine-

for
export-oriented MSMEs.

Butthere is nosign of a united
resolve to tackle major political and
economic issues such as US tariffs
and non-tariff barriers, imbalan-
ced trade between BRICS members,
or the exchange of high-end tech-
nologies. The declaration reiterates

moving away f ategic partner inAsiawhenBRICS  theearlier resolution to Setﬂe trade
paralysis. Regularpolmcal contacl very soon. New Delhi’s objective )tself callsfora i world. inlocal cur than
shouldnot ti- iJinping pr iti-  relyingonthedollar but offersno

cancr
future crises.

» Economic opportunity India
cannot insulate its growth trajec-
tory from China, Greatertrade,

tion with Beijingbut toensure: Lhat
competition remains bounded,
predictableand mmmgmble
The present moment is best descri-
bed asstabilisation without strate-
gictrust, engagememv\. ithout
ration

without convergence.

Xi'sabsence became th S garnish. But and people-to-people
nomatter: Perhaps, what! contacts, of Ah B
long day was some hot chicken Schezwan soup for the suul f,‘ ,:““{95' But progresswil
that spicy and tangy Indo-Chi dish, inhisho- cernsover marketaccess, invest-
telroom. mentrestrictionsand the trade

imbalance.

The writer is professor of |

ve face by inviting BRICS members
tojoin World Artificial Intelligence
Cooperation Organization, laun-
ched in July, to compete with the US
inAlrule-setting. Chinahasuseda
similar strategy before, positioning
itself asahub of international
activity by launching SCOand

BRI

roadmap or institutional structure
toscaleitup.

‘With no timelines for implementa-
tionand most planslacking in-
stitutional structures needed to
execute them, it is: d)ﬂ'lmlt tosay if
orwhen many of th

Forging Unity
InDivision
Apropos thereport ‘BRICS
Adopts New Delhi Declara-
tion by Consensus, Navigates
Iran-UAE Divide’ (Sept13).
The New Delhi Declaration is
atriumph for Indian diploma-
cy. By mediating consensus
amongdivergent nations,
Indiareinforced itsroleas
bridge-builder. The call for
“dialogue and diplomacy™
navigated faultlines while
emphasis on energy security
and trade corridorsaddressed
shared vulnerabilities. A firm
stance against unilateral
tariffsand sanctions aligned
wnh Global South priorities.
ionreflectsa

and will

)Im'x

CStolocate xts'\lew

k in Sh:

relations, King's College London

Ban!
lndla sapproach)s dlﬁemnt it

Thewriter is ormer Tol Beijing cor-
respondent

romise, streng-
theningIndia’s influence in
shaping collective outcomes.
Sanjay Chopra; Mohali
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Regulatory clarity
RBI has cleared the decks for the listing of Tata Sons

The long-awaited regulatory clarity on the issue of stock-exchange listing of Tata
Sons mustbe welcomed. By rejecting its March 2024 application to be deregistered
asacoreinvestment company (CIC), the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has m.mdated
theholding company of the salt-to-software conglc
ing. TataSons application two years ago for voluntarily surrendering its “certificate
of registration” sought RBI approval to retain its privately-held status. The subject
of listing Tata Sons gained ground in September 2022, when the RBI classified it,
among many others, asan upper-layer non-banking financial company (NBFC). All
such upper-layer NBFCs were given three years to comply with mandatory listing.
Tata Sons became a debt-free company and applied to the central bank for dereg-
istration as CIC in 2024, continuing to remain unlisted.

In a letter dated September 11, 2026, the RBI informed Tata Sons that the
deregistration application had been rejected after the regulator had examined
several aspects. With this, the long-drawn confusion over Tata Sons’ future status
as the holding company of a leading business group will be put to rest. The RBI
direction has come at a time when the Tata group is battling leadership and con-
trolissues. Listing will help draw the lines more clearly between the two principal
entities — Tata Trusts and Tata Sons. During the listing process, the Articles of
Association (AoA) of Tata Sons will need to be recast. As aresult, Tata Trusts, the
largestshareholder of Tata Sons with a 66 per cent stake, is bound to lose much of
itsveto powers linked to appointments, dismi and other key decisi This
will be a break from the past legacy structure of more than 100 years, but it will
bring transparency, oversight and greater stability in governance, which isamust
fora major group like the Tatas.

‘TataSons, withassets of overZ2trillion, has 26 listed entities in businesses rang-
ing from steel to automobiles, software to power and hospitality. In addition, its
unlisted busir plethora of futuristic, aselectronicsmanu-
facrunng, senuconductors and ecommerce. Most of these are long-gestation and
capi Ital AirIndia, which itacquired from the gov-
ernment in 2022. Air India and its low-cost subsidiary Air India Express posted a
record combined loss of ¥22,238 crorein the financial year ended March 2026, lead-
ing to requests to owners — Tata Sons and Singapore Airlines — for immediate
funds. Against this backdrop of alarge business empire across diverse areas, listing
Tata Sons will provide an avenue for liquidity.

While Tata Trusts has opposed listing Tata Sons, citing an adverse impact on its
philanthropic objectives, the outcome may actually be different. A more focused
and efficientallocation of capitalamong Tatat ould improve profi i
and increase dividend flows, ensuring that the group’s long-standing commitment
to philanthropy is not diluted. For the second-biggest shareholder of Tata Sons, the
Shapoorji Pallonji group, listing will enable fund infusion intoa debt-ridden business
followinga partial sale of its stake. Now that the RBI's missive has lifted the regulatory
uncertainty that shrouded the path forward for Tata Sons, Tata Trusts must embrace
the new reality and prepare in earnest to help the group’s holdco to comply with the
listing norm, and thrive inan envi

togofori list-

of greater Y-

.
Sl‘lOWY summitry
Outcomes of the Brics summit exceeded expectations
The pomp and circumstances around the 18th Brics summit in New Delhi surpassed
the modest expectations from the meet, which India hosted for the fourth time. The
adoption of the declaration itself must be regarded as the key diplomatic accomplish-
ment, with Iran and the United Arab Emirates (UAE), on opposite sides of the United
States-led war in West Asia, backing down from their disagreements. This enabled the
group to unanimously adopt the New Delhi Declaration. By framing the final text in
neutral language, which refrained from mentioning the United States (US) and Israeli
attacks on Iran or Tehran’s attacks on Gulf neighbours — and also Russia’s invasion of
Ukraing s adroitly navigated dirediplc its. It spoke instead in
relatively anodyne terms of the need for “exercising maximum restraint and avoiding
action that could further aggravate the situation”. Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
address to leaders emphasising the “coming of age” of this group of emerging econ-

Fiscal roots of national power

Liberal democracies win conflicts through

superior public finance

Liberald but ujLu.uau:xy win. The

ILLUSTRATION: BINAY SINHA

percent. The failed to match thi:

20thcentury taught usthatfreesc

authoritarian regimes. We tell a story of technological
superiority and scientific progress. This is an incom-
plete picture. The outcome of geopolitical conflict is
not preordained. We must understand the institu-
tional foundations of state power.

The resolution of conflict depends on money. Cold
wars and hot wars are shaped by the capability of the
state to command financial resources.
From the Napoleonic wars to the two
World Wars and the Cold War, liberal
democracies brought more resources to
the table. This superiority rested on two
pillars. The first was higher economic 4
growth. The second was the capability to
borrow. Populist states extract resources
through coercion. This mechanism has
limitations. Successful liberal democ-

scaleof g. Populistregimes force wedkﬁnan-
cialsystems. They lack (hemsmuuonal yto

ity is the essence of national power.

How doesastate achieve this strategic depth? Two

cond.l[lons are required. First, the base].me level of

below.A ot
rowingifitis alreadyoperating at thelimits ofits fiscal
capacity. Second, the state requires the trust of volun-
tary lenders worldwide. This trust is not easily
acquired. It requires centuries of experience with fair
play. Lenders must believe the government will
respect property rights, avoid inflationary default, and
uphold the rule of law.

In the West today, this mechanism is impaired. We

danew Cold Warand itical chal-
lenges posed by Russia and China demand a robust
response. But the developed world has limited fiscal
space. Debt stands at 121 per cent of GDP in the US, 237
per cent in Japan, 101 per cent in the UK, and 89 per
cent in the euro area. The West possesses a large GDP,
but it is weighed down by debt. It is harder to mount
themuscular fiscal expansion seenin the20th century
when faced with hostile populist regimes.

In India, the project of state building is at an early
stage. The Indian state lacks both elements required
for strategic depth.

‘We do not have a large pool of voluntary lenders.
Thestaterelies on financial repression. When westrip
away captive buyers, voluntary lenders supply per-
haps 5 per cent of the borrowing of the Indian state
(https://bit.ly/wholends). The financial system is a
mechanism for coercive state funding rather than an
allocator of capital.

anate capltal worries abou[ the Indian state.

ot inacrudeand coer-

cive way. In modern India it’s unthinkable for the
Indian state to grab steel from the warehouses of steel
ies, but wedon't rai: when public-

channel private savings into state power.
This phenomenon has older roots. Napoleon Bon-
aparte wasderisive ot'LheUK callingitanationofshop-

debt everyday. The
state frequently engages in actions that damage trust.
Voluntary leuders demand a predictable legal system

keepers. When hit they

wheretl ign can be sued and held to account.

dismantled its financial centre. The French state lost
the capability to borrow. Across the English Channel,
William Pitt the Younger built a financial
architecture that leveraged the London
bond market. Utilising this machinery,
’ the UK borrowed heavily, pushing its

debrt to 260 per cent of GDP by 1815.
f 2

preferredtobuy

They demand norms of behaviour by policymakers,
independent courts, and regulatory certainty.

The second failure lies in chronic fiscal indisci-
pline. The Indian state runs primary deficits in normal
times. Thereis no effort to generate a primary surplus
of 100 in each Budget. Consequently, there is a
chronic and large debt-to-GDP ratio, which stands at
84.4 per cent. The state operales near the edge of its

fiscal constraints during

ernment bonds rather than lend to the
French state during the Napoleonic Wars.
This capital funded the military coali-

racies borrow from a deep fmancial SNAKES & tions that ultimately defeated France.

oluntary basis. Thi The shopkeepers backed by a bond

ismscales up to staggering magnitudes. LADDERS market bested the pride, machismo and
‘Thescale ofborrowing wielded by lib- AJAY SHAH revolutionary zeal.

eral democracies to win the 20th century

was large. In 1914, the United Kingdom’s

(UK’s) public debt was 25 per cent of gross domestic
product (GDP). By 1919, the UK state had borrowed to
push thisto 135 per cent. The United States’ (US’) debt
rose from 3 percentto33 per centof GDPover the same
period. Between 1937 and 1945, the UK borrowed
heavily, taking its debt from 154 percent to 250 per cent
of GDP. The US pushed itsdebt from 40 per cent to 119

The capability to borrow constitutes
thestrategic depth of the state. A capable
ightshipin imes. It runs primary

surpluses, which lower the debt-to- GDP ratio. This

Through these structural failures, the Indian state
lacks the strategic depth of having access to vast
resourcesif faced with a special moment. When faced
with a crisis such as the pandemic, the Indian state is
down to hand wringing: An economic response like
thatseenin the USisinconceivable. Astatethat cannot
borrow massively when faced with a crisis is a state
that cannot defend the nation. Reforming public
finance and earning the respect of private lenders are
not merely matters of economic efficiency. They are
requu'emems for nation building. A capab]e state

createst] pacetoactwh

debtand deepi trust

occur. Wh ives, TTOW-
ing. During the pandemicin2020, the US, gnvemmem
expanded its borrowing by 21 per cent of GDP in a
single year to finance the state response. This flexibil-

sothat it can have the strategic depth of borrowing on
amassive scalea few times per century.

The writer isa researcher at XKDR Forum

Plastic regime needs transparency

Indiahas recycled 17 million tonnes of plastic packag-
ing waste since 2022, when the “Extended Producer

omies played its partin avmdmgany anti-West connotations. Comingjust it
theShanghai Cooperation( ion meetingin Bishkek, , thil

‘was critical to those economies, India included, that are in the throes of tricky trade or
bilateral talks with the US or Europe.

The fact that Chinese President Xi Jinping attended — in contrast to his con-
spicuousabsence from the G20 meet that India hosted in 2023 — must also be viewed
asagreatleap forward in cooperative diplomacy between the two largest economies
of Brics. Coming soon after critical flag meetings between corps commanders of both
countries in Arunachal Pradesh, the visibly conciliatory language the two leaders
deployed strengthened hopes of areset. Mr Xi spoke of “complementingeach other’s

" despite many diffe MrModiunderlined the need forbothsidesto
observe “existing agreements and understandings on border-related issues”. Brics
and forumslikeit certainly serve asenablers for such meetings. Nevertheless, expec-
tations from this high-profilesummit need to be tempered by the past experience of
China’s actions on the ground. Although both leaders spoke in general terms of
enhancing cultural exchanges and business links, the real test of this meet will
depend on how far Beijing and New Delhiare prepared to accommodate meaningful
cooperation intrade and mvestrnem

Despitean ingofcooperative initiat he New DelhiDeclaration
—from technology to chmate change, health education and culture — the hopes for

This

” (“EPR”) regime came into force,
shows the latest Central Pollution Control Board
(CPCB)data. The estimated value ofthis plastic-recyc-
ling trade comes to a whopping ¥2,500 crore —
enough to fund four Chandrayaan-3 missions. Con-
sidering that India annually produces 3.8 million
tonnes of plastic waste, going by CPCB estimates, we
havebeen successfulin getting rid of at least four-five
yearsof plastic waste generated. If this is
thecase, and it clearly is, based on official
documentsof June2026, then why dowe
still see mountains of plastic waste in our
cities, villages and riverways?

Clearly, something is not quite right.

EPRisaninstrumentused universally
to manage waste. It puts the onus of col-
lecting and recycling plasticon its manu-
facturers — producers, importers or

accordance with CPCB-mandated rates — ¥870 per
tonne forcategory 1(pet bottlesand thelike); 1,500 per
tonne for flexible plastic (packaged food and other
household items); and ¥2,500 per tonne for compost-
ablematerial. Each tonne of plastic recycled isequalto
one EPR certificate. Taking an average rate of 31,500
pertonne, the value of 17 million tonnes of plastic waste
recycled by India since 2022 comes to 32,500 crore.

If PIBOs do not meet their targets for recycling,
they are charged a hefty environmental compens:
tion. This cost of non-compliance is 2.5
times the cost of compliance. The CPCB
estimates that the cost of plastic waste
recycling is 4,000 per tonne, which it
thendistributes equally between munici-
palities and producer companies, averag-
ing 2,000 per tonne. If PIBOs fail, they
areslapped with an environmental com-
pensation of 35,000 per tonne for cat-
egory 2 plastic, for instance.

brand owners (PIBOs). From 202324, in Ty This sounds great. In fact, it sounds so
India, PIBOs are mandated to collect 100 DOWN T0 g,reat that the government is said to be
per cent of the plastic waste they gener- EARTH cc ing takin;

ate. Asoflastyear, PIBOs had thetarget to market toallow trading of EPR certificates.

recycle 40-60 per cent of this collected

what the. 1grunshot

isas much the result of the widely varyingsizes of t} -nations’
itisofth theirpc geopolitical goals. Beyond
theG —withu full d10partner »m Asia, Africaand

Latin America — discernible gains from the grouping are hard to identify. The New

material. For 2026-27, the

target is up to 50-70 per cent, depending on the cat-
egory of plastic. For instance, PIBOs of category 2
plastic, which includes everything from single to
multilayered packaglng, used for wrapping items

Development Bank, the most visible institution of cooperation, inscale
and dependent on the western financial system; ironically, it had to suspend loans to
founding member Russia after sanctions were imposed in 2022. Efforts to develop an
alternative currency to the dollar have also foundered, both because of US President
Donald Trump’stt ingtraction ofalternative China-led paymentsys-
tems. All told, Brics remains a benign grouping in search of an objective.

ranging from chi
to collect 100 per cent of their plastic packaging and
recycle 50 per centof it, as of this year.

For recycling, PIBOs contract with plastic waste
processors (PWPs), units required to be registered with
the CPCB. There are over 1,000 registered PWPs,
according to the official data. These units are paid in

SUNITA NARAIN

But then, I ask again, if this system is
working so well, why do we see so much
plastic everywhere? My colleagues audited plastic in
thedrains of Agra city and found that branded plastic
packaging made up 70 per centof the waste. Then how
cancompaniesclaim100 per cent collection? You will
find the same if you look at any garbage dump in your
vicinity. Let’s look at what can go wrong.

First, does the PIBO target underestimate the
waste generated? In 2024, my colleagues analysed
the official EPR portal and found that 41,544 PIBOs
had registered and were assigned recycling targets
based on self-reported data. How this quantity was

validated is not clear.

Second, how does the CPCB verify the volume of
waste processed and recycled? The CPCB says it does
this through audits and ground-checks. On June 26,
the CPCB directed different states to take action
against non-compliant PWPs. The audit (not available
publicl that many PWP: ge
erating certi han their
and other violations. The problem is cnmpounded
because itisdifficult to trust orverify in this business.
The CPCBsays PWPs mustupload GST (goodsand ser-
vices tax) invoice as proof of sale of the finished
recycled product. The product, in most cases, is plastic
pellets, which are then used mostly by industries in
the informal sector. Worse, the high rate of GST. at 18
per cent, makes “ open busmess unviable.

Thethirdi tal. Ifit costs
PIBOs 2.5 times more to pay for non-compliance, they
should wantto pay for recyclingat PWPs. But this cost
alsocreatesaperverseincentiveto “arrange” forcertifi-
cates and not for recycling. It is also because in many
cases, recycling is not feasible at the agreed rate. Our
research finds that the real cost of recycling the same
category 2 plastic would be ¥4,000 036,000 per tonne
— much higher than the set rate 0f 1,500 per tonne.

That said, we need more ways to improve the
learning for scrutiny and compliance. But the oppo-
site is happening. As on June 28,2026, the EPR portal
is available only to a closed group of users. It can be
argued that this has been done because EPR is a
lucrative business and private information must be
kept confidential. But this lack of transparency will
only make things worse. This is not governance for
tomorrow, not even of yesterday.

The wn[er isatthe Cemxe forScienceand
india.org, X:

March 2021, Guzel Ganieva, a

What, exactly, was he paying

The rise and fall of an Epstein financier

BOOK
REVIEW

JONATHAN MAHLER

The financier Leon Black may be
entitled to his own wallin the rogues”
gallery of Jeffrey Epstein’s enablers.
Between 2012 and 2017, Black gave
Epstein a staggering $158 million —or
more than $170 million if you count a big
loan that Epstein had not made good on
when he hanged himselfin hisjail cell in
2019. Not only did the revelations of
these payments put a premature end to
Black’s Wall Street career, they ensured
that he would be remembered not as one
of the great dealmakers of his time but as
Epstein’s most generous client.

In Money to Burn, the journalist Wil-
liam D Cohan offers a detailed account

of BlacK's rise and fall. A former invest-
ment banker himself, Cohan is nothing
if not thorough, and this book is a coup
of reporting, based on extensive inter-
views with Black, his business partners
and many others who are often quoted
atgreat, and at times trying, length.
Cohan s telling two stories, really.
Oneis about Black. The other is about
the private equity firm he built, Apollo
Global Management, which has been at
the centre of Wall Street’s ongoing trans-
formation from a place dominated by
relatively staid banks and brokerage

pany facing mounting financial prob-
lemsand abribery scandal, he leaped
out the window of his 44th-floor office in
Manhattan’s Pan Am building.

Noneof this deterred Leon from
going into finance. Armed with a pair of
Ivy League degrees (Dartmouth Col-
lege, Harvard Business School), he
started his career in 1977 at Drexel Burn-
ham Lambert, the junk-bond power-
house where men of virtue were in
distinctly short supply.

When Drexel was forced into bank-
ruptcy in 1990, following a protracted
federal investigation into illegal trading,

housesto a more shadowy realm ruled
by “alternative asset " who
raise and lend their own capital.

Black’s arc makes for an almost per-
fect parable for the corrupting influence
of money. His father, Eli, was settling
intolife asa Long Island rabbi when he
pivoted in the mid-1940s. Eli Black
became enormously successful, the
architectand chief executive of an inter-
national conglomerate called the United

Black Apollo. Heand his new
team raised hundreds of millions of dol-
lars to get started. Their plan wasto
leverage this money to gain control of
distressed companies and then have
their way with them.

As Cohan makes clear, Black and his
partners fared a lot better in these ven-
tures than the employees or customers
ofthe entities they bought. A series of

Brands Company. But his life ended
tragically: In early 1975, with the com-

sexual Its atan Ap
acute-care facility in Towa helped

prompt a Senate report, whose title —
“Profits Over Patients: The Harmful
Effects of Private Equity on the U.S.
Health Care System” — speaks volumes

young Russian woman to Epstein for?

whom Black had paid millions Setting this issue aside,

of dollars in hush money, ‘Money to Burn is an engaging
wrote on X that she’d been sex- and valuable work, a portrait
ually abused by him. of a man and a milieu whose

Days later, Black stepped
down from Apollo Afew

and yet may still he matter.
I guess everyone needs a hobby.
Black’s was art. In 2012, he spent nearly
$120 million for Edvard Munch’s 1895
drawing of The Scream. By then, Black
had longbeen friendly with Epstein,
whom he had met at a wedding in 1996.
Black spoke at length to Cohan about
hisinteractions with Epstein, presum-
ably believing that this book might help
him clear hisname. And Cohan gives
Black plenty of room to mount his
defence: Black cla]ms thathe pdld
Epstein th for

fter that, Black fileda

inexhaustible devotion tothe
accumulation of personal
wealth may test your faith in

suit against cofounderJosh capitalism, What's more, if
Harris and Ganieva, accusing Black’s hope was that Cohan
them ofconspi.ringn_)make _ MoneytoBurn: The would help Iedeexp hischar-
her sexual-abuse claims public  {jpyarnished Truth acter, he may be disap-

inan effort to push him out. About Leon Black, pointed with the final
Thelawsuitwasdismissedbya Apollo,and the Riseofa product, which closely
federaljudgein Manhattanin ~ New Wall Street chronicles his tawdry

2022. Ayear later, though, by William D Cohan descentinto infamy.

Black prevailed ina civil suit Published by Portfolio And yet since Black’s

that Ganieva had filed against ~ 667 pages 540 departure, Apollo has moved
him, accusing him of defama- intothepri-
tionand sexual assault. vate-credit markets. Business

histax-and estate-planning; advice.
Cohan seems sceptical, but neither does
he fully endorse the seemingly credible
alternative: That Epstein was less finan-
cial adviser than personal fixer for Black,
helping him manage his illicit relation-
ships with numerous women.

The news of Black’s entanglement
with Epstein first broke in 2019. Then, in

g out this sordid saga, Cohan
offersalot of conflicting claims. It's my
one real gripe with this book: Cohan isso
focused on allowing his subjects to have
their say that he delegates too much of
the storytelling to them rather than
forcefully shaping the narrative himself.
In Money to Burn, Cohan doesn’t
reach his own conclusion about the
mystery at the heart of Black’s story:

is booming. Black has been thoroughly
disgraced in the court of public opinion,
but he is still Apollo’s largest individual
shareholder. With an estimated personal
fortune of around $15 billion, he is surely
richerthan ever.

The reviewer isastaffwriter for The New
York Times Magazine
©2026 The New York Times News Service
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CONTRAPUNTO

2 People understanding more clearly what's going on,
on net, generally tends to be a force for good
- AJEYA COTRA, METR

Don’t Spin Us, Guys

Al bosses say the tech they’re spending billions on,
can kill us. What's, really, up?
Here we go again. Spinning however the Al overlords spin us.

They say the end of jobs is nigh. Then they say, oh wait, no,

theapocalypse is postponed. They are supposed to be rivals.
But somehow, in sending the world down this wormhole or that,
they act in tandem. Their song of the week is that ooooh, “we” must
slow downondevelopment of Alcapabilities, because of animminent
risk of recursive self-improvement, or RSI, where it escapes “our”
control, and does very bad things. Anthropic put out a 154-page
report, OpenAl's chief scientist a3,000-word essay, Amodeianother
3,800-word one, towhich Altman and Musk said, yeah dude. Butbetween
all these words, like the worst of chain-of-thought chatbot blather,
what's to be done remains unknown and passive-voiced.

The most solid proposal on the table is “widely mandated safety
bars for continued development”, to be enforced by a network of
third-party auditors, govt agencies, international bodies. But you

have heard many a Miss Universe ask
for world peace in exactly this slippery

" g‘ » fashion. A big red flag is that the same
gentlemen have said the same things
earlier too, and only picked up the pace
in AT development since. In the first
half of 2026, OpenAl, Anthropic, xAl,
and Prometheus gobbled three-fourths
"% of the $372bn raised across 336 deals of
$100mn+ in the US growth equity sector. And large chunks of this
money is going, not to hire researchers, but to colossally raise
computing capacity. Translation: there is no pause on monitoring
Al by AL Quite the opposite.

Therearealsotheoriesthat CEQ alarmism i ly about wicked
plans to cement their market leadership, or sell new cybersecurity
products, or deal with private fundraising hitting a ceiling. It's not
just the overlords though. The researchers can also sing in tandem.
Jacob Coxon, wholeft OpenAlfor Anthropic, has now left Anthropic
saying both companies are “racing straight to self-improving
superintelligence and gambling with our lives”. That post got
100mn views in 24 hours. With an ex-colleague, who's still on the
job, pitching in his agreement that the risk of AIkilling us all “is
>10% within the next decade”. At a layperson level, this makes no
sense. If one is really worried about this kind of thing, how does
one keep at it? And if the risk is real, why aren’t govts jumping in?
Serious people, much earlier, had said Al can be destructive. Maybe
we should re-read that stuff. Because those guys weren’t spending
billions on a thing they were also warning about.

Let Cities Breathe

Urban development must not be at the cost of green,
open spaces. Mumbai & Bengaluru reminded us

3 tthe just-concluded BRICS Summit in New Delhi, leaders of

member countries joined Modi in a symbolic tree planting

ceremony. That was anice touch. Officials across India, who
authorise cutting down thousands of trees in cities, should take
note. It's nobody’s case that cities don't need projects. But must it
always be at the cost of a few, precious open spaces? Recently,
hundreds protested at Mumbai's 8,450 sgm Neville D’Souza Football
Ground, to oppose a proposal to convert it into an exhibition-and-
convention centre. Bombay HC has already directed authorities
totake no furtheraction on the proposal till Sept18.

Similar storiesare playing outacross cities. In Bengaluru, citizens

- % successfully opposed a proposed amendment
to the Govt Parks (Preservation) Act, which
would have allowed up to 5% of govt park and
garden land to be used for public utilities. Need
we say again that green, open spaces are crucial
for cities, most of which are choking. Such
areas are needed for recreation, for improving
quality of life, toserve asheat sinks, torecharge
groundwater, and act as the lungs of a city.
India’s own uidelines r
10-12 sqm of open space per person. But most
cities fall way short of that benchmark.

There are two approaches to this. First, govt and govt bodies
like the Railways are the largest owners of land in the country, alot
of itlying unused. There needs to be a thorough audit of such land,
allowing for conversion and utilisation for urban puhhc unlmes
Second, there needs to be a new approach to urban d

India Plants Good Ideas In BRICS

The host's astute diplomacy demonstrated (a) nations with deep differences can work together
(b) New Delhi offers a safe space for such talks (c) West Asian solution to Hormuz is possible

Syed Akbaruddin

India has no interest in
exchanging excessxve
dependence on

West for dependence
on another power. The
18th BRICS Summit
helped preserve space for countries
outside the West to cooperate, without
turning opposition tothe West mtotheu‘

aiming for a roadmap by the next
summit. This could turn the demand
for a greater voice into a practical
agenda. But calls for reform are easy.
Sharingprivilege will be harder.

The declaration supported further
work on national currency settlements
and easier payments, while respecting
national priorities. It announced neither

Indrani Bagchi

1f you followed Indian

social media over the

last few days, BRICS

Summit was either a

rant about vegetarian

food or a debate over
" the 2

whether India

as both India and China are targets of
American tariff wars.
~ Both are sidestepping ir_reducible

them, rather than resolving anything.

Borderdi i i i

of an “early harvest”; if either Arunachal

Pradesh or Ladakh flares up again, the
will be huge.

a common currency, nor a
to replace the dul]ar India has little to

common purpose Indlas

di overfriends
and adversaries workmg together where
theirinterests met.

BRICS members, drawn largely from
the Global South, want a greater say in
‘world affairs. They neither share a foreign
policy, nor agree on how far to challenge
the existing order. India helped keep
those differences from overwhelming
the grouping’s work. Remaining engaged
gives New Delhi a say in what BRICS
becomes. Leaving would give others
moreroom to decide.

The breadth of participation mattered
too. India's presidency extended the
engagement across 30 cities, through
more than 400 meetings and events
involving govts, experts, and businesses.
Alongside members and partners,
India invited the UN Secretary General
and representatives of Asean, African
Union, and otherregional bodies. A BRICS
attentive to that wider constituency
offers India more scope to build
support around development, trade,
and public services. Breadth alone
does not guarantee influence. It,
nevertheless, expands the circle of
partners with whom India can shape
the agenda, and resist domination by
any single power.

The West Asia negotiations showed
why this approach matters. Differences
between Iran and UAE had prevented
a joint ministerial statement in May.
In Delhi, BRICS members called for
maximum restraint and dialogue,
protection of civilians and civilian infra,
and uninterrupted trade and energy
ﬂows They reaﬂumed support for

ian statehood,

their different national positions on
the region’s conflicts. Those conflicts
remained unresolved. They did not,
however, prevent agreement on
economic and development priorities.
Countries should not have to forfeit
cooperation simply because they
cannot settleevery conflict.

India had shown this skill during
its G20 presidency in 2023, securing a
common declaration despite deep
differences over Ukraine. The two
summits strengthen Delhi’s claim to
ausefulrole inadivided world.

The declaration also retained Rio’s
explicit condemnation of the April 2025
terroristattack in Jammuand Kashmir.
That kept an Indian security priority
visible in the text.

The summit may matter most where
it was least dramatic. Leaders agreed to
establish an agricultural cooperation
network, welcomed a startup incubator
network, and noted proposed digital
public infra projects. These openings
give India a chance to share expertise
and build commercial ties. Helping a
partner improve farm productivity,
or deliver public services reliably,
can build trust long after a summit
is forgotten. Encouragmg the New
D Bank t

gainfrom ionover
the dollar, whose political costs could
exceed its economic benefits.

These choices showed a distinctly
Indian approach to BRICS: useful
cooperation without strategic capture.
Western markets, capital, and tech
remain vital to India’s growth. That
strengthens the case for closer ties
with America and Europe, but offers no
reason to give up on BRICS. No single
grouping meets all the goals of Indian
foreign policy. BRICS is evasive on
Security Council reform. Quad did
not offer a collective endorsement of
Operation Sindoor. Neither limitation
warrants withdrawal. India should
judge partnerships by what they
deliver, and remain engaged where
they serve its interests.

The conclusion of tradenegotiations
with EU in Jan fits this approach

Closer European trade ties and BRICS

misread international
relations, and Indian foreign policy
inparticular.

BRICS is the only grouping that
countries still want to join. Not because
it's efficient, or because it can change
theworld. India provided asafe space for
countries to mingle without Western
whinging or American sabre-rattling, and
quietly hunt for their ion

Market access was a talking point,
less a resolution point. India runs a
$110bn trade deficit with China that
Beijing has weaponised before, and
could again. Tibet is a genuine Indian
leverage point that unsettles China,
while Chinese export controls and
Indian investment restrictions shift on
a 24-hour news cycle. This relationship

That benign convening power will
vanish at China’s BRICS Summit in
2027, but it's a continuing feature of
Indian foreign policy - reflected in the
most verbose joint you'll find

notasettlement.

Both sides understand, acutely,
that the Iran war needs to end, and
soon. That featured in the Modi-Xi

anywhere, something like an Indian thali,
but one that works for a Global South
simultaneously looking for leadership
while protecting its own agency.

The defining feature of current global
geopolitics is hedging, balancing, and multi-
engagement - BRICS ticks every box. Ina
couple of months, India will be hobnobbing
with G20 in Florida, another round of

diplomatic acrobatics - plurilateralism

cooperation both widen India’s : is the name of the game, and India is
lu.luIJE TL ion's master.
opposition tari ia'

and coercive measures gives India
collective backing against restrictions
it considers unfair Seeking that
support iscompatible with strengthening
‘Western partnerships.

Beyond the declaration, India used

topur
Bilateral talks addressed energy and
industry with Russia; market access
and border peace with China. UAE's
proposed $11.5bn aluminium project in
Odisha showed the economic value of
Gulf ties. With Iran, Modi pressed for safe
navigation and protection for seafarers.
New Delhialsogave Iran’s presidentand

In ionnow is multiple
strategies but one logic: never let one
relationship hold veto power over
India’s growth, running through
trade, defence/energy, and diplomacy
simultaneously.

It's often said the health of the Quad
is contingent on the strength of the
India-US relationship. The strength
of BRICS is equally dependent on the
health of India-China relationship.
The Modi-Xi meeting may not have
moved mountains, but it happened.
The bilateral “vibe check” comes just
days before Xi is due to meet Trump on
Sept 24, and is particularly significant

serves neither. Both economies are
struggling in different ways - India on
energy costs, China on manufacturing,
struck partly by poor capacity utilisation
and a govt “anti-involution” campaign
against its own industries. Both have,
separately, offered to help end the
war. It remains to be seen who takes
themuponit.

‘Which is why the most useful thing
to come out of BRICS Summit was the
UAE-Iran meeting on the sidelines.
Coming just before the GCC-Iran meet
in Oman on Monday, it may have
unlocked a local resolution on the
Strait of Hormuz — not to mention the
Houthis’ win over Saudi Arabia, which
has choked off Bab el-Mandeb. UAE
holds the upper hand here, and India
is playing a quiet supporting role.

Far more than Russia-Ukraine war,
Iran conflict has the power to wreck
the global economy. If there’s one thing
India and China can genuinely work
on together, it’s this - and there’s an
unwritten deadline: US midterms.
High crude prices, choked shipping
lanes, and hit pipelines and refineries
all feed into American voting patterns.
Butafterwards? Resolution orescalation,
that'sabig question.

Indiaand US appear to have arrested
the free fall in their relationship -
though less through repair
indifference. India is losing interest
in the trade pact itself, even as US
plods through Section 301 investigations
against Indian goods. Instead, India
has embraced “diversification” like
nooneelse.

While the US-India BTA hangs fire,
the India-EU FTA has moved up several
notchesand isstill on track for asigning
inBrussels in mid-Dec. India and Canada
are closing their own gaps and may
seal a deal in Ottawa in early Dec - just
before Modi heads to Washington to
meet Trump, then on to Florida for the
G20and aQuad summit.

BRICS barely touched the one
issue that could reshape the US-China

global politics, and arguably

the future of humamty AI Restricted

AbuDhabi’scrown pr tunity
todiscuss easing tensions, serving India’s
interest in astable Gulf.

The Delhi summit spells out India’s
strategy in a volatile world. India has
a stake in preventing international
cmperatlon from becoming a system of

XD
in local currencies could also widen
fundingoptions.

Summit promises often fade quickly.

loyalties. It's not trying to
choose between competing international
systems. It's lrymg to retain enough
relationships, i natives

Modi’s proposed troika would bring
previous, current, and incoming chairs
together to carry agreed projects
forward. Recording responsibilities,
deadlines, and progress would make it
easier to track what gets done. Useful
projects should not have to start again
with each presidency.

The declaration’s call for larger IMF

gives India useful backingto

that marries placemaking with urban green spaces. Essennally.
development of urban infra musthappen with participation of locals,
a process that takes into account people’s needs and aspirations,
and preserves open spaces, unless the project can’t be shifted.
Urbanisation is expanding in India. Our cities must be both
functional and liveable.

Eighties Meet Prompt

And a family squabbles over its retro avatars
Anil Abraham
Iwasvery excited about the new trend. Everyone isprompting

‘Al to transform them, so they can see what they would have
looked like in the 80s, I informed iastically.

seek agreatersay in the Fund’s decisions.
Modi also urged members to develop 10
proposals for global governance reform,

to prevent any single system from
choosing for India.

That logic runs through BRICS, the
effort to stabilise ties with China, the
EU trade pact, Quad and India’s position
in West Asia. Strategic autonomy is not
the absence of commitments, but the
ability to build useful partnerships
while retaining the freedom to disagree
with partners. Engagement should
widen India’s choices, not place them
insomeoneelse’s hands.

The writer is a former permanent
representativeof Indiato UN

Calvin & Hobbes

Look AT TWIS! | THATS
MOM GOT ME N\CE

MONTH
THE LIBRARY.

THESE

3

“If you just wait a few more years, you will see what you look
like in your eighties for real,” she replied. As usual, she had
completely misunderstood the trend. I pulled out my phone
and showed her Neighbour Narasimha looking like Rajesh Khanna. High-
waisted trousers, suspiciously wavy hair, vividly coloured jacket, oversized
sunglasses. Retro chic at its best - with vintage backdrop and large dollops
of nostalgia. Politicians, celebrities, and every content creator aspiring to
goviralhave jumped onto this bandwagon.
Kamala, on the other hand, has ]omed the caucus that complams about
everything. “Every A imageis icity and
she informed me stnctly. like Greta Thunberg squinting at Trump. * Do you
know that every Al image uses 0.29 kWh of electricity!" I was certain
m that I had saved more than that, by switching off the fan in my son's
A

roomevery morning, so that he woke up to global warming.
Kamala’s TED talk was not done. She next i me that

NICE 277 \T'S SUMMER !
1 ONLY GET THREE SHORT

I'M NOT GOING TO WASTE

S TO GOOF OFF /

PRECIOUS DAYS
READING  BOOKS L
~
-

SUMMERS ARE FOR
YEGETATING ! THATS WY
THE TV SHOWS ARE RERUNS
AND THE MOVIES ARE SEQUELS!

O WONDER
THE FLIES
COME OUT.

HECK, EVERNONE
KNOWS 1TS NGT
ENTERTAINMENT
UNLESS You CAN
SIT N THE DARK.
AND EAT.

Dario Amodei's warnings about Al
slipping the leash and turning into a
humanity-killer are another. It's a race
for dominance in frontier capability
and safety, and while US and China
'may dance around the idea of a joint AT
safety working group, neither side will
givean inch, for fear of losing the wider
race for global dominance.

Neither Europe, Africa, nor South
America will have much of a view on
this - but India will, and should. India
will be the largest “use case” for Al
its governance is therefore very much
an Indian concern. India is setting up
its own Al safety infra in partnership
with UK, both institutionally close to
the US system. That future seems to
be a conundrum of bad choices. India
and China will certainly sit on
opposing sides. India and US? That will
test multi-alignment, or multipolarity,
likelittleelse.

Thewriter is CEO, Ananta Aspen Centre

Sacredspace

Theday that
manallows
trueloveto
appear. those
things which
arewellmade
willfall into
confusionand

will overturn everything we believe

to beright and true.

Dante Alighieri, The Divine Comedy

The Secret Sauce For Success

Jaya Row

at makes a person truly
successful? Isit talent? Hard
work? Intelligence? Itisall

of these. And more. The firststep is

todiscover your passion, your core

interest. For Bismillah Khan, it was
he shehnai. For Nadal, it was tennis.

every Al image also uses up precious water. I tried assuring her

that it was just a few tablespoons per image and that I would drink my whisky

neat to compensate. Kamala gave me a withering look, and a long lecture on
trivialising important issues.

My sonjumped into theﬁ‘ay with his concerns about images bemg used for

ForRaja Ravi Varma, it wasart.
dsh

in you starts flowing. All successful
people in the world worked for something
beyond their personal ends.

Consider the Indian cricket team
during1983 World Cup. What changed
after Kapil Dev's magnificent175
against Zimbabwe? The players were
the same. Their skills were the
same. Their fitnesslevels were
the same. Yet the team that

Successinany field d
work. discipline. and perseverance,
If youarenot what

dafter thatmatch &
seemed transformed. What 5%
Theirattitude.  *

you do, you WLll gl\'e up sooner or later.

facial recognition and data mining. To prevent him from anaraaz
Sfufa,1decided to share a glimpse of the actual eighties. To borrow Dickens’
words, “It was the best of times, it was the worst of times.” Movies ranged
from profound to profane, Ardh Satya to Himmatwala. Maruti 800 lured the
middleclass to buy acarn, and colour finally reached Indian television. We won
the World Cup in cricket and Michael Jackson gave us Thriller. Computers
opened their Windows to the world, which set the scene for Al to one day work
in tandem with natural stupidity. I opened an old album to show my son real
photos of us from the period. These had faded, but the 80s trend has given
usapeep into the past, and aleap into the future.

ugh the drudgery
because they love what they do.
Thenext step is to set an unselfish
goal —one beyond your narrow,
self-centred interests. The hlgher the

Theu' 'mindset. Their goal.
Earlier, they may have
been casual. Now they
were focused. They shared
‘acommon goal -to win the
World Cup for India.

goal, the greater energy, creativity

and commitment. Thought of self isthe
greatest obstacle that stands between
youand success. Rise above itand the
brilliance and perfection that is already

without love.
Whenamusician is infused with love,
hemoveshis audlence A sponsperson

THE SPEAKING TREE

work inlove and something magical
happens. Drudgery becomes revelry.
Boredom transforms into excitement.
And mediocrity changes toexcellence.
Befreefromattachment and ego.
Much of thestressand irritation we
experience does not come from having
too much work. It comes from the ego.

oe Look at nature. No peacock gets

bored of dancing. Nonightingale
isstressed singing. The earth
o> doesnot complainabout
producing vegetation. Only

uman beings are stressed,
agitated and dissatisfied.

Dowhat you have todo

happily, gracefully and
‘humbly. Everyone has arole to play.
Perform yours wholeheartedly,
without the burden of ‘iam the doer.”
Then you create harmony. Stick
outlike a sore thumb, and you

makes

‘whenlove inspires h.|m. Bathe your

Everything in the world passes.

‘Wealth comes -and goes. Name, fame
and reputation are wonderful to have
and enjoy, but they too are temporary.
They arelike waves in the ocean. A wave
rises, sparkles for amoment, and then
disappears back into the water. But
beneath these changing, transient
factorslies something that does not
change - the one permanent Reality
within you. As Adi Shankaracharya
said: Atma tu satatam prapta - Atman is
theever-present Reality.

‘This brings us to the deepest secret
of success. The greatest delusion that
prevents us from fulfilling our desires is
the belief that we are incomplete without
them. You chase abundance because
'you believe you are lacking. You pursue
success because you believe you are not
enough. But obtainingmore does not
‘make youwhole. Youdonot become
complete by acquiring the world. You
attract the world from the fullness
that youalready are.




Uneven Rains Make 2026 Monsoon
Most Distorted In A Decade

24
The latest Rainfall Distortion Index (RDI) by i
Crisil flags 2026 as the most spatially uneven H
monsoon in a decade, raising concerns for §

kharif output. With the current shortfall

8
resembling 2014-15 levels, uneven rains could i

pose risks to agricultural yields
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All - india rainfall deviation

2014 and 2015 saw all-India rainfall deficiencies
of 12%-14% for the full season, similar
to the shortfall observed so far in 2026

~

‘Saurce: 1ndlan Meteorological Department (MD),

Minisry of Apriculture & Farmars Welfare, Crisi

Cos hunt for margin,

Amid Festlwtles, Business Houses Look To Overcome Multiple Challenges

Asmita.Dey@ o

Mombai e FESTIVAL PLANNING IN DISARRAY
‘umi Localisation, ik

using alternatives wherever | > Commodity cost volatility | - price ncreases have to

feasible and removing non- and intermittent disruption be taken amid persistent

essential product features to
cut cost of production. These
are some measures brands
are undertaking as they pre-
pare for the festival season.
CEOs are clear that mea-
sured price increases have to
betaken amid persistent com-
modity inflation but margins
also have to be sacrificed toan
extenttoboost volumegrowth
in the crucial business pe-
riod. Festive sales targets ha-
ve not been slashed and they
are hopeful that a longer festi-
ve window (Diwali is in Nov
this year against Oct last ye-
ar) alongside premiumisa-
tion will support demand.
The biggest challenge for
companies is that they can-
not afford to pass on the full
price increases to consumers
ata time when the mass mar-
ketisalready underpressure.
Some executives also said
that rural demand is a bit
uneven amid deficient mon-
soons. “The problem is that

in supplies of items have
thrown things into disarray
this season

> To top it all, crude is back
to over $100 per barrel while
copper has hit new all-time
highs amid the flare up in
West Asia

> Companies say measured

commodity inflation

> However, they are willing to
sacrifice margins to an extent
in order to boost volume
growth during the season

> Brands are trying to source
products when prices are low
but many times, availabifity in
itself is a challenge

The problem is that there is no end to this situation
(volatility). We have to go for product innovation to
improve margins. One way is to remove unnecessary features to

bring down the input cost of products

— B Thiagarajan, MD, Blue Star

ricing balance

all-time high. Prices are mo-
vingonsentimentasmuchas
on fundamentals. A rate quo-
ted this fortnight looks diffe-
rent the next,” said Umesh
Kumar Agarwal, director,
Haldiram Marketing.
‘Wherever possible,
brands are considering alter-
natives-for instance using
aluminium instead of cop-
per, said an executive with a
consumer durables firm.
“Our first focus will be on lo-
calisation, productivity, so-
urcingand operational effici-
encies before passing the en-
tire cost increase to consu-
mers,” said Sanjay Chitkara,
director and co-CSMO at LG
India. Kishan Jain, director

there is no end to this situa-
tion (volatility). We have to go
for product innovation to im-
prove margins. One way is to
remove unnecessary featu-
res to bring down the input
cost of products,” said B Thi-
agarajan, MD at Blue Star.
Companies plan for the
festive period well ahead of
time but commodity cost vo-
latility and intermittent dis-

ruption in supplies of items
have Lhmwn things into dis-
array Totopitall,

atG Electricalssaid
that the company will look to
absorb further increase in
ity costs rather than

crude is back to $100 per bar-
rel while copper has hit new
all-time highs amid the flare
up in West Asia. “The conver-
sation cannot stop at crude
and copper: Sugar has moved
up sharply, and dry fruits,
which sit at the very heart of
the sweets business, areat an

ping) comamers has often be-
en an issue,” said Rajagopa-
lan. Input costs for retailers
across segments have risen
by about 20% since the start
of the war; of that, only half
has been passed on to consu-
mers, hurting margins, Raja-
gopalansaid.

Godrej Appliances is ban-
king on premiumisation and
consumer desire for product
upgrades to support festive
demand, targeting over 40%
growth for the season. “Festi-
‘vals continue to be an impor-
tant purchase window for
appliance categories,” said
Kamal Nandi, business head
at appliances business, God-
rej Enterprises Group, ad-
ding that pricing will be cali-
brated to protect consumers.

Although HyFun Foods is
posmve about the festive sea-

on, emarket tore-

passon

Brands are trying to sour-
ce products when prices are
low but many times, product
availability in itself isa chal-
lenge, said Kumar Rajagopa-
lan, executive director & CEO
at Retailers Association of
India (RAI). “Getting (ship-

main fairly valueconsmnus.
“The entry-level consumer is
naturally more sensitive to
price movements, particular-
ly after the cost increases seen
across the ecosystem,” said
MD & group CEO Haresh Ka-
ramchandani.

( PRODUCTIVITY i
MUST Be
REWARDED~
SPECIALLY
FoR SUNDAYS.

Manipal Health
looks to expand in
several states

New Delhi: Manipal Health
Enterprises is setting its sights
on expansion in various states,
including Telangana, Keralam,
and Delhi-NCR, while pivoting
towards a “physical plus digital”
healthcare model driven by Al
The healthcare major is actively
evaluating strategic
opportunities in Telangana,
Keralam, Andhra Pradesh, and
Chhattisgarh to selectively
deepen its presence in
identified markets, Manipal
Health Enterprises said in its
annual report for FY26. Manipal
Hospitals continues to evaluate
inorganic growth opportunities
across states, it said. acencies

Times News NETWORK

Mumbai: RBI has proposed
a new framework under
which banks will tempora-
rily freeze only the disputed
transaction amount, rather
than the entire account,
when unusual transfers of
Rs1,000 or more are flagged
as potentially linked to mu-
leaccounts or cyber fraud.

MULE ACCOUNTS

Banks will be required
touse Al-based transaction
monitoring systems to
identify transfers that are
sudden, disproportionate to
acustomer’s declared profi-
le or linked to known cyber-
fraud networks.

The draft directions are
scheduled to take effect on
April 1, 2027, although
banks can adopt them earli-
er. According to RBI, the
framework follows Supre-
me Court's Aug 4, 2026, or-

der directing it to prescribe
and circulate an SOP for
temporary debit holds on
amounts oraccounts linked
to money-mule activity and
cyber-enabled fraud. RBI's
proposed rules for suspec-
ted money-mule accounts

RBI's proposed rules
for suspected
money-mule
accounts will
replace the drastic
approach of freezing
an entire account

will replace the drastic app-
roach of freezing an entire
account with a more targe-
tedapproach.

Thedraftamendmentdi-
rections, issued for public
comments, amend existing
instructions on bank acco-
unt operations and money
mules under KYC Direc-
tions, 2025.

RBI: Only disputed amt can
be frozen under new norms

The new procedure wo-
uld give customers 20 calen-
dar days to establish the le-
gitimacy of atransactionby
providing proof of identity,
its context or documents
showing the source of whe-
refunds came from.

Banks will then have 10
calendar days to assess the
explanation and suppor-
ting evidence. If the acco-
unt holder’s explanation is
satisfactory, the hold will
have to be lifted immediate-

Petrol powers
half of new
cars if hybrids
not counted

Aabhas.Sharma
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Alternative-fuel
vehicles may have overtaken
petrol cars in India—but only
if hybrids are counted as alter-
natives. FADA's Aug registra-
tion data showed petrol’s share
of passenger-vehicle retail de-
clining to 40.8%, while CNG,
electric and hybrid vehicles to-

Iy If failstore- gether 41.9%.

spond within 20 days, or the The crossover appeared to
explanation does not dispel mark a significant change in
the suspicion of cyber India’s fuel mix, with alternati-
fraud, the bank will have to ves moving ahead of petrol for
hand the case to the juris- the first time.

dictional police through
NCRP/CFCFRMS portal. It
could not simply keep the
fundsfrozen indefinitely.
The onus then shifts to
law enforcement, which wo-
uld have 30 days from there-
ferral to issue a formal sta-
tutory restraintorder.

Doonbeg (Ireland): No co-
untry in the world should
have lower interest rates
than US, President Donald

Plan to enter life cover : rrumpsaidonSunday days
i: o i before Federal Reserve's
biz on track: Indian Bk : Jelore fecors B
Chennai: Indian Bank’s plans Speaking to reporters at
to enter the life insurance and the Irish Open golf tourna-
asset segments ment, Tr idhedid not

are progressing as planned, and
it would soon approach the
board for approval, the bank’s
MD and CEO Binod Kumar said.
The lender is in the process of
seeking approval from its board
for the proposed subsidiaries or
s, following which other
processes will be initiated,
Kumar said. He said Identifying
right partner would be a key
part of the exercise. acencies

know whether Fed policy
makers will raise interest
rates at their meeting this
week. But he argued that
US “should be paying the lo-
west interest rate in the
world” no matter what
Federal Reserve’s data indi-
cates about inflation and
the economy.

The Fed meeting will ta-
ke place less than a week af-

[ US should be paying
the lowest interest
rate in the world... | know

more about formulas than
anybody, and with the best

ter a key measure of under-
lying inflation, Labor De-
partment’s Consumer Price
Index, on Friday posted its
largest increase in four
months. That reinforced ex-
pectations that the US cen-
tralbank will raiserates.
The central bank’s go-

US should have the world’s
lowest interest rate: Trump

vernors are meeting just
weeks before the midterm
elections that will determi-
ne whether Republicans ke-
ep their slim majorities in
both chambel s of US Cong
ress.Arat

A more granular analysis
by JATO Dynamics, however,
provides an important coun-
terpoint. Mild and strong hy-
brids continue to carry petrol
engines and require petrol to
operate. Once these models are
added back toconventional pet-
rol vehicles, petrol powered
cars still account for approxi-
mately half the market.

JATO'sfuel-wise dataset co-
vered 3,62,763 passenger-vehi-
cle registrations in Aug. Con-
ventional petrol models acco-
unted for 149484 units, or
41.2%. Another 25,070 vehicles,
representing 6.9%, were classi-
fied as petrol hybrids, while
strong hybrids contributed
6,956 units, or1.9%.

Taken together, these three
categories accounted for
1,81,510 registrations — or 50%
of the market covered by JA-

voter concerns about aﬂ‘orr

dability, according torecent

Reuters/Ipsos polls.
Trump’s approval ra-

TO'sfuel-mixdata

“Mild and strong hybrids
use electric assistance diffe-
rently, but both remain funda-
mentally dependent on an in-

ting; asinflation

has persisted. He has argu-

ternal: ion engine and
petrol,” said Ravi Bhatia, presi-

ed that Fed's interest rate le- dent and CEO of JATO Dyna-
vels have helped other co- mlcs India. “They may reduce

> the ion, but they sho-
US. “Tknow more about for- uld not be confused with vehi-

mulas than anybody, and
with the best credit in the
world, wemake other count-
ries rich,” Trump said on

Sunday. reuters

clesthathave moved away from
petrol.” The broader shift re-
mains clear: Conventional pet-
rol-onlycarsarelosingshareas
CNG.EVsand hybrids expand.

From pollcy to code: DPDP creates new privacy roles

Akhil. com

Bengaluru: India’s data pri-

THE NEW PRIVACY-TECH JOBS

But what Jsvery scarce isengi-
neering.” The z‘.ha]lenge bec(y

emerging, “it is a journey,” he
said. Legacy technulogy adds

mes clear

vacy push is creating demand o 2 to implement r uxmmems
fora gew breed of s ¥ ta Leads an s data-protection govern- such ag allow mg?gstomers to
professionals who can transla- Officer (DPO) | ance, and regulatory -aw consent.

teregulations into working sy- Privacy | Builds technical controls for consent, access, “Yuu have built these net-
stems, as companies grapple Engineer | retention, deletion and privacy-by-design works for the last15 or 20 years
with increasingly complexda- | aj pata Protec- | Uses Al/ML to discover, classify and protect and there is a system of data

ta environments and rapid

flow happening. There is no

adoption of artificial intelli- Hon Engineer ser}sltlve a"‘? personal déta — consent mechanism built into
gence(Al). Al Governance | Builds technical guardrails, monitoring and that data,” Srinivas said. Ma-
Privacy has traditionally Engineer | controls around Al systems and agents king consent withdrawal and
been handled by legal, compli- Data Privacy | Designs enterprise systems and data data erasure work across pro-
anceand cybersecurity teams. Architect | platforms with privacy and data-protection duction systems can require
Butas the Digital Personal Da- requirements built in companies to rebuild complex
ta Protection (DPDP) Act mo- data flows.
ves towards implementation, ~controls in place, It is moving  enterprisesystems. Companiesarealsostrugg-
i ingthatha- fi y i “There i itely asupp- g -ate that priva-
ving policies on paper is very ~ moreof a technical complian-  ly gap,” said Srinivas L, joint  cy controls work across their
different from making techno-  ce,” said Sachin Salian, senior ~ CEO and joint MD of 63SATS  systems. “If tomorrow I ask
logy comply with them. VPandglobalbusinessandde-  Cybertech. “Most people are  whether you have deleted the
“The challenge is that or- livery head at Writer Informa-  offering advisory services —  data, youneed to show the evi-
ganisations are moving from tion. That is creating a shorta- gap assessments, creating po-  dence,” Salian said. While to-
legalandadvisory work toput-  ge of i who can tellingyou  ols for consent, cookie mana-

ting structured policies and

engineer privacy controls into

how ready you are for DPDP.

gement and data mapping are

to the

and COBOL-based databases
were not designed for modern
consent and data-lifecycle re-
quirements.

For Allcargo Group global
CITO Kapil Mahajan, Al has
changed the privacy question
itself. Al cancombinemultiple
legitimate data points to infer
information a customer never
explicitly provided.

“The whole privacy ques-
tion was, who can access this
data?That, tome, shifted,” Ma-
hajan said. “The new question
is:what are we permitted to in-
ferfromit?” “Thearchitecture
now has to evolve from protec-
ting data to governing intelli-
gence,” he said. “Just because
technology can know somet-

FPIs withdraw 131k cr
from equities in 2 weeks

New Delhi: Foreign inves-
torspulled out Rs 13,138 crore
from Indian equities in the
first half of Sept, as heighte-
ned global uncertainty pus-
hed crude oil prices higher.
while rising US bond vields

Fed decision, t_)ll rates to drlve markets

i The US
data,

inWest Asiawill be the

ma)or drivers fnrstm:k market movement inaholiday- shortened

anda firm dollar day for haturthi.Onth ic front, Aug WPI
risk appetite. and CPlinflation data, f

The latest outflow comes  tradedata, will remainin focus. acencies
after Foreign Portfolio Inves-

tors(FPIs) turned netbuyers
in July and Aug, infusing Rs
20,200 crore and Rs 29,630
crore, respectively, accor-
ding to data from the Central
Depository Services (India)
Ltd (CDSL). Prior to that,
FPIsremained net sellers for
four consecutive months
from March to June.

With the latest withdra-
wal, the total outflow from
Indian equities by FPIs has
climbed to Rs 2.4 lakh crore

so far in 2026, surpassing the
Rs 1.7 lakh crore withdrawn
during the entire 2025, the
data showed.

Vedant Gupte, co-foun-
der and CEO of investment
platform Trackk, said the
Sept selling wasdriven more
by global factors than do-
mestic concerns. “Sept sel-
lingisadollar-and-crudesto-
1y, not an India story. When
US yields firm up and oil
climbs, money leaves every

emerging market,” hesaid.

Brent crude surged to
$109.9 per barrel on Friday
and continued to remain
above $102 per barrel, its Ju-
ly-high level, amid heighte-
ned geopolitical uncertainty.

Lookingahead, FPIflows
arelikely to be influenced by
the Iran-US conflict and its
impact on crude oil prices.
Foreign investorsalso exten-
ded their selling to the debt
market. AGENCIES

Should Investors
Pour Money Into
New Fund Offers?

ew fund offers

(NFOs) often
attract investors
through aggressive
marketing and the
appeal of entering
anew scheme at
launch. Investors
should look beyond
the hype and assess
whether the NFO is
fit for them

4 Invesco Mutual Fund

An investor education and

awareness initiative

detalls, etc.,

For Know Your Customer (KYC) guidelines along with the documentary
requirements and procedure for change of address, phone number, bank
please visit the Education and Guidance section on
www.invescomutualfund.com. Invester should deal with only SEBI registered
Mutual Funds, details of which can be verified under “Intermediaries/Market

Institutions” on http:

grievance / complaint, please call us on 1800-209-0007 or write to us at
mfservices@invescaindia.com. Alternatively, complaints can be registered
on the SEBI SCORES Portal at https://scores.sebi.gov.in

Mutual Fund investments are subject to market risks,
read all scheme related documents carefully.

.sebi.gov.in/index.html. For any

When And Why Does A Mutual Fund Come

Out With An NFO?

A mutual fund house launches a New Fund Offer (NFO) when it wants
to introduce a new scheme and raise money from investors to build its

portfolio. New fund houses typically use NFOs to build their product
basket, while existing AMCs launch them to fill gaps or expand their
range of schemes. For instance, an AMC that does not have a large &
midcap or multicap fund may launch an NFO in that category. Fund
houses also launch passive and thematic NFOs to offer investors
exposure to specific investment themes or opportunities. There
have also been concerns that some NFOs are aggressively pushed as
they allow fund houses to offer higher incentives to distributors and

mobilise assets, rather than fill a genuine gap in an investor's portfolio.

How Are NFOs Different From Equity IPOs?

An IPO (Initial Public Offering) involves a company offering its shares

to the public for the first time, either to raise fresh capital or allow

existing shareholders to sell their stakes. Investors in an IPO, therefore,

become shareholders of the company. An NFO, on the other hand, is
the launch of a new mutual fund scheme. The money collected from

investors is used to build a portfolio of stocks, bonds or other securities

based on the scheme's investment strategy. Investors in an NFO own

units of the mutual fund scheme rather than shares of a company. The

two should not be confused because NFOs are sometimes marketed

like IPOs, creating an impression that investors are getting a chance to

buy into a fund at a low or attractive price of 210 per unit.

How Do You
Know An NFO Is
Right For You?

Investors should consider
an NFO only if its
investment strategy fills a
gap in their portfolio or
offers something
significantly different from
existing schemes. Since an
NFO has no scheme-level
track record, investors
should evaluate the AMC,
fund manager, investment
process and performance
of comparable schemes
before investing. They
should also check whether
any existing fund already
offers a similar strategy
with an established track
record. Wealth managers
point out that there is
usually no need to rush
into an NFO.

= PRASHANT MAHESH

Tata Sons IPO could provide
bonanza for Tata Chemicals

HOW TATA COS ACQUIRED THESE SHARES

»Continued from page 1

ormer Tata director
F Nusli Wadia had argued

that the cross-holdings
served only the purpose of
bolstering Tata Trusts’ vot-
ingpower in Tata Sons.

Tata Chemicals stands
out withasizeable Tata Sons
stake. Spark Capital estimat-
ed in March 2024 that Tata
Chemicals’ Tata Sons stake
was worth about 80% of the
company's own market cap
— Rs 15,594 crore as of Fri-
ome analysts now put
the value of that stake above
Tata Chemicals’ own market
cap, making it the clearest
listed proxy forany value un-

the listed companies are ex-
pected to gain when trading
opens Tuesday.

n 1995-96, under Ratan Tata's chairmanship, Tata Sons

undertook a rights issue to raise capital and increase its stakes
in operating companies. Since Tata Trusts were legally barred
from subscribing to equity, they renounced their rights in favour
of listed Tata companies such as Tata Steel and Tata Chemicals.
This drew strong shareholder backlash over listed companies
investing in the unlisted, illiquid parent. To address concerns,
Ratan Tata assured public shareholders that they would benefit
when Tata Sons eventually went public

awaited avenue for value un-
locking, and give the seven
listed companiesliquidity.
In 2020, during its legal
battle with its former group
chief late Cyrus Mistry, Tata
Sons cited an assessment by
chartered accountant Y H
Malegam valuing Tata Sons
at Rs 3.84.3 lakh crore,
‘which Mistry disputed, say-
ing valuation by his calcula-

am  Subr .
founder of InGovern Re-
search Services, which pub-
lished a 2026 report backing
a Tata Sons listing, said it
would give more than 1.2
crore public shareholders in
listed Tata companiesalong-

tions was more double.

That figure would look
different today. Tata Sons’
portfolio has changed mate-
rially since 2020 —Tata Elec-
tronics has emerged as a
bright spot, Air India re-
mainsloss-making, and mar-

ket value of listed holdings
has risen sharply, though
TCS has come under some
pressure dueto Al concerns.
The market values Tata
Sonsat Rs 14 lakh crore. One
analyst noted a caveat: while
themarket appliesaholding-
company discount to Tata
Sons, Tata Investment—it-
self a holding company—
has historically traded at a
premium to its underlying
investments, rather than a
discount. Tata Sons' listing
is necessitated by RBI classi-
fying NBFCs into an upper
layer partly based on indi-
rect publicfund access
through group companies.

Current inflation shock will last longer: ECB

uro-area inflation will stay
elevated for some time,
according to European Central
Bank president Christine
Lagarde. “The current shock is
longer-lasting,” she told
O

t pri-
seshould knowit.”

inan interview.
The conflict in West Asia “is

continuing. We expect the
volatility and pressure on
energy prices to continue, even
though the increase in prices
also poses a risk of lower
growth.” The ECB raised
interest rates this week for the
second time since the Iran war

which began on Feb 27 this
year sent oil and gas prices
soaring. Officials expect them
to rise further to bring
inflation, currently above 3%,
back to 2%, people familiar
with their discussions said on
Thursday. swoomaerc




10

NEW DELHI
MONDAY
SEPTEMBER 14, 2026

OPINION

The

 Dinduslan Times

ESTABLISHED IN 1924

{ OUR TAKE }
Post Iran war,
oil is the new oil

While the Trump regime could continue with its
bravado, some West Asian countries are showing
signs of looking for some sort of détente

hen the West Asia war started in

February and Iran subsequently shut

traffic through the Strait of Hormuz,

analysts described it as the biggest ever
oil shock in the history of capitalism. Oil prices did
not support the doomsday predictions. Even in
nominal terms, oil barely touched $120 per barrel
(it had been higher when the Russia-Ukraine war
broke out in 2022) and, in real terms, prices were
well below the historic peaks.

In hindsight, we know why this happened. China
curtailed its oil purchases and drew down from its
strategic reserves. That buffer is unlikely to cushion
energy markets today. And the supply-side shock
has increased significantly with Iran-backed rebels
in Yemen taking control of the Red Sea Corridor
and allegedly destroying the East-West pipeline in
Saudi Arabia, both of which are crucial networks to
ship Saudi oil if Hormuz remains shut. Oil prices
have surged significantly in the last two weeks and
could go even higher if these chokes are not eased.

Unless there is a meaningful resolution of the
situation in West Asia, the oil shock to global
markets is here to stay and will only accentuate.
Countries, rich and poor, oil-importing or
exporting, contrary to what Donald Trump believes,
will pay the price. Fuel prices have gone to a record
high in the US ahead of the crucial mid-term
elections. India is yet to hike fuel prices, but the
buffer against not doing so might wear out soon.

‘What will it take to solve the problem? Right now,
what is happening is a war of attrition between the
global energy markets and Iran’s ability to survive the
costs of war, sanctions, and its squeezed oil revenues,
thanks to the US naval blockade. While the Trump
administration could continue with its bravado —
there hardly seems to be a strategy here — countries
in West Asia are beginning to show signs of looking
for some sort of détente on their own.

The discussions between Iran’s president and UAE's
leadership on the sidelines of the BRICS summit and a
proposed meeting of West Asian countries at Oman'’s
initiative are some such signs. Such efforts have been
catalysed by otherwise absurd fallouts such as Qatar
having to buy gas from the US to fulfil its supply
obligations. Any such solution, if it were to emerge,
will be a welcome development for energy markets,
and an ominous sign for the US in the region.

BRICS uses a unity-
in-diversity template

‘ oncordia res parvae crescunt, discordia
maximae dilabuntur, said Sallust, the
renowned Latin historian and one of the
political partisans of Julius Caesar. What

was achieved in New Delhi on an overcast

afternoon i the quote
appropnately Through harmony, small things
grow; through discord, the greatest fall. The BRICS
declaration adopted on September 12 by the
member nations, often seen as a motley group
without common goals, has hushed critics for the
time being. Despite internal differences, BRICS+
nations have reached consensus on various
substantive issues, expressing an earnest wish to
upend the status quo. By jointly condemning acts of
terror, unilateral tax and tariff decisions and
ongoing military conflicts; advocating for ease of
trade relations among member States; and, most
importantly, unequivocally supporting the rights of

Palestinians, BRICS has shown that it has, indeed,

understood that differences can be set aside to rally

behind common causes. The bilateral meeting
between the UAE and Iran, despite the two
exchanging fire across borders, should be seen as
an unexpected bonus.

All eyes were on China's President Xi Jinping as he
visited India after seven years, the first time since the
Ladakh standoff between the Indian and Chinese
armies. In both his bilateral meeting with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and his address, Xi belied
the perception in some quarters that China merely
sees the grouping as a platform for challenging
American hegemony. Whether BRICS will be
successful in leveraging this growing concord to
achieve conflict resolution through dialogue within
the grouping, and advocate for the same globally,
remains to be seen. For now, let this grouping have
its cake and eat it, too: Stay diverse yet united.

The West cannot go
on criticising BRICS

Whether BRICS can
become a “threat” to
the order defined by
the West is a question
that the Global South
should refuse to engage
with on the grounds

of the continuing
condescension of

the West

RICS has come of age,
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said in his address at
the 18th summit of the
grouping, hosted in New
Delhi over the weekend. It
is indeed time for the 20-year-old

for the Global South, rep:

BRICS member countries.

As Modi observed in his address,
the Global South has long been in
the back row of decision-making while
occupying the front row of consequen-
ces. Whether BRICS can change that
isn’t as important as the question
about the West's ability to continue to
hold the aegis of the global rules-based
order. With the ever-growing incon-
sistency of the US foreign
policy, exacerbated by the
second Trump presidency’s
interventions in Latin Amer-

ity, at 180 hours (TWh), is
already more than half of that of the
US. China's solar power generation is
at nearly 1175 TWh, double the genera-
tion in all the G7 countries taken
together. The West, in short, must see
the limits of its pontifications on peace,

sustainability, and development.
BRICS, on the other hand, ought to
persist in setting bigger and more
ambitious agendas for the Global
& mai itand

As
‘Western vocabulary, no gr

being archi perfect? Today,

the péra]lel sessions have
been allowing space to the
~nations to align their

icaand West Asia, there isa common goals. Beyond the
palpable sense of impending big ticket bilateral meets, it is
doom among the votaries of Nishtha these negotiations between
the 1945 consensus. A dimin- G the public and the private
ished United Nations stands aUtam  pavers that confer substance
as an exhibit of toothless ====== toagrouping such as BRICS.

institutional international-
ism. What avenue does the Global
South, after all, have for its concerns to

During the 2026 summit, for
example, Russia’s State-run nuclear
energy ¢ corporation Rosatom offered

multilateral platform to be evaluated  notonly be heard but al

in terms of how its aspirations have _Itis easy for the West to now under-
translated into and, at ion and pivot to more
a larger level, what the grouping  inward-focused domestic and fomgn

whatit

policies, and,

acohort.

With a grouping as fractured as
BRICS, it is naive to expect a compre-
hensive consensus on all things, either
in letter or in spirit. Then, why have
a grouping at all, or bother with
summits, goes the argument. The
short answer is: In an era of forever
wars and interconnectedness of
global supply chains, any consensus is
better than no consensus, and any
summit or meeting is better than no
dialogue. The detailed answer must
first examine what the present holds

lateralism, once all the gains have been
leaped There is somethmg deeply

uclear solu-
tions, bolstering the RUSSK! India

NATO has wider internal fault lines
than ever, and the dismissiveness of
the US, the chief contributor, has
reversed the disarmament trend in
Europe. The NATO example has two
important lessons for BRICS. First, any
one member’s untrammelled domi-
nance is bound to result in regional
complications in the long run. Second,
the confidence with which even a frac-
tured NATO operates is something
BRICS ought to emulate. In the last
decade, BRICS was seen as a security
challenge to the EU on a)ccount ofits

nuclear energy dating back
01988, This is how cooperation mani-
fests itsell materially in summits.

alisation. The setting up of the New
Development Bank and the Contingent
in 2015 showed

about anti- rhe-

toric and policies, speeches on carbon
emissions, and even economic sanc-
tions from the West, while the Global
South continues to reel under the
impact of the former’s actions from
just a few decades ago. Nepal contin-
ues to get billed, as seen in the recent
flash floods, for the global environ-
mental changes. India has controlled
its carbon emissions despite growing
needs, and its solar generation capac-

While the resultedin  Reserve Ar
the Kudankulam project, acontinued how military blocs are not the only
ip allows it to be sustained ~ way to exert geopolitical influence.
meaningfully for but.h countries. The BRICS membership should
It now has become

dismiss BRICS uwmg to the C- \vord
(conflict). Itis true that

achieving common godls and over-
come The series of high-

nations such as India-China and Iran-
UAE have engaged in military conflict
along international borders, is conflict
resolution served better by a common
table where disagreements have at
least a chance to be discussed, or by
condemning the very table as not

level meetings between India and
China toresolve their boundary differ-
encesin the run-up to Lh\s year's sum-

islikely

define “order” and “rules” usinga
it Ve AN

to flag issues that can be collectively
worked upon. For example, Modi
proposed the need for seafarers’
emergency support network as one of
the key elements in the BRICS road
map in the presence of a powerful
group of maritime actors sitting
astride crucial global trade choke-
points. As observed during the ongo-
ing West Asia conflict, Indian seafarers
are disproportionately impacted, pri-
‘marily owing to their great numbers,
and mechanisms ought to bein place
to maximise their safety.

Itis essential to analyse BRICS prag-
matically, but a West-influenced lens
cannot do that job either effectively or
honestly. As long as the Global South
continues to define “order” and “rules”
using a Western vocabulary, no group-
ing is likely to be deemed satisfactory
even within the reginn

At the same time, whether a more
consolidated and cohesive BRICS can
become an effective “threat” or “alter-
native” to the order defined by the
West is a question that the Global
South should refuse o engage with on

mitare clearly not

Internal differences may or may
not get resolved, but the j Jommess ur
BRICS certainly s

conde-
scension orlhe West.

The sed are p

{ GRAND STRATEGY }
Happymon Jacob

Don’t mistake the noise
around BRICS for impact

W
When a host convenes a summit, they take

CYRIL RAMAPHOSA

the reins of leadership. They direct

the discussions, and.. ¢ajole everyone
towards a decision. So that’s what

he 2026 Delhi summit of BRICS has
been under a spotlight this weekend.
and things under a spotlight tend to
look bigger and brighter than they
actually are. Eleven members, a dozen invi-
tees, Chinese President Xi Jinping visiting
lndxa after seven years, Russian President
Putin and Iranian President Masoud
Pezeshkian sharing a table with crown prince
of Abu Dhabi — this assembly of heavy
weights ina world in turmoil has once again
generated speculations that it could emerge
as a counter pole to the US. The media com-
mentary has generally tended to portray the
summit as a moment of great geopolitical
consequence. In reality, the summit is far
more modest, and the Indian agenda, quite
realistically, reflects that.
What does BRICS do? Mostly, it is a mes-
saging platform. Countries use it to signal
mainly to the US and the West, Where a mem-

hand, began as an investment bank’s acronym
for four large emerging economies, and the
four governments picked it up, meeting first
over lunch on the sidelines of the UN General
Assembly in 2006 and holdinga first summit
in 2009 in the wake of the financial crisis. Eco-
nomic weight, not security, was the criterion
for membership. The grouping has a political
and security pillar on paper, but there is no
security architecture, no commitment of one
member to another and no mechanism that
‘would let one member count on the rest. Had
it ever developed a security dimension, it
might have carried more weight.

While it is true that Trump believes BRICS
is a challenge to American power, that chal-
lenge exists more in his fantasies than any-
where else But, Trump s fz\masms have done

of it than
any leader who attended it. Because of the tar-
iff threat he has held over the grouping, India

ber can negotiate with it negoti-
ates, bilaterally and quietly. Where it does
not agree, cannot agree, or will not agree, it
comes to a forum like BRICS and makes a
polemical statement.

They do have rhetorical value. But, they do
not have much material value, because such
statements, of which we find plenty in BRICS
declarations over the years, are not backed by
rules, force, or any consequence for the coun-
tryitis aimed at.

‘The grouping gives leaders who do not oth-
erwise meet much, a place to talk about the
world, in the main forum and on the sidelines.
Views get exchanged and, sometimes, con-
flicts get managed, and hard security conver-
sations take place. But on the margins. And
they are helpful.

But that doesn't make it is an alternative
pole that will recast global governance, push
back against the US-led order, or produce a
currency to rival the dollar. A grouping whose
foreign ministers could not manage a joint
statement on the Iran war is unlikely to
emerge as a pole.

Do they actually, together, want to create a
counter pole to the US? India wants to work
with the US, with US President Donald Trump
or without him. China wants a mutually bene-
ficial economic relationship, and Xi will be in
the US for a summit with Trump later this
month. While Russia has the most reason to
break with the US-led order, Moscow spent
this month hosting Trump’s envoys, and may
hatea China-led order as much as it hates the
US-led order.

BRICS, at best, is a pressure group. Its
members are inside the US-led order, despite
their varying degrees of disagreements with
it, and they use the grouping to put pressure
on the US for their individual gains — rhetoric
in public and negotiations in private. It also
does not qualify toa lobby. A lobby argues for
its members. BRICS members do not argue
for one another; they argue for themselves.

Itdoesn’t address the security concerns of
its members either. The reason behind its
non-security identity is because of how the
grouping came about. NATO, the Shanghai
Cooperation Organization, and Quad were set
up with security being a part of their purpose,
albeit in differing degrees. BRICS, on the other

kept de- debate off the table,
describing local currency settlement as mere
diversification. Can a grouping that softens its
oown communique to avoid a tariff be a pole?
Itis a group of countries that know where
power still sits and use the forum to negotiate
with that power. BRICS can bring focus back
on things that great power rivalry distracts
from the global agenda: supply chains, food
and energy security, development finance,
digital infrastructure, climate, health. Indeed,
India’s chairmanship has been built around
these questions, and rightly so.

So, what does India want BRICS to be? Who
does it benefit? If hypothetically, BRICS
becomes a pole against the US-led order,
would that be in Delhi’s interest?

A strong BRICS would put India on the
adversarial side of the US and its allies, at a
time when India’s most important relation-
ships are with them.

A strong BRICS would also carry
higher stakes within the grouping, and
higher stakes produce more interests, factions
and politics inside the grouping. India is not
the most influential State in BRICS today,
and it would not be in a stronger BRICS
either. And a strong BRICS, in the end, could
potentially contribute to the creation of
an order in which China would be the most
consequential power.

BRICS is useful for hedging, and for keeping
adversaries close, especially when friends are
acting up. It is a messaging platform and a
pressure group which brings leaders with
very different views into the same room,
where some of those differences get talked
through, if not resolved.

There is nothing wrong with more
socialisation among these leaders. What
works for India then is a BRICS that is neither
strong nor weak, that talks a ot and does a
little. That leaves India free to pursue its
ambitions elsewhere.

The theory of BRICS as a grand counter
pole lives only in the commentary around it.
Not in reality,

Happymon Jacob is founder and director,
Council for Strategic and Defense Research, and edi-
tor, INDIA'S WORLD magazine. The views

India has done extremely well

{ STRAIGHTFORWARD }
Shashi Shekhar

Growing reach of Hindi
and regional languages

(PM) Narendra Modi chose to speak

in Hindi. He could have chosen
Gujarati, as the event was being organised
in Vadodara. However, Modi wanted to
reach a larger audience. Hindi, thus, was the
right choice,

This is the reason he chose Varanasi along
with Vadodara as a perfect option from
where to contest the 2014 Lok Sabha elec-
tions. After winning both seats, he chose
Varanasi. The corridors of power believe all
roads to New Delhi pass through Uttar
Pradesh — before Madi, Uttar Pradesh has
given seven PMs to the country.

The importance of Hindi and the Hindi
belt is acutely articulated by politicians from
the non-Hindi-speaking parts of the country.
After PM Jawaharlal Nehru's demise in 1964,
a powerful faction within the Congress Party
requested party president Kumaraswami
Kamaraj to become the PM. He declined,
insisting he didn’t know Hindi, which was
necessary to become PM.

On Hindi Day (September 14), I can say
with pride that Hindi is acquiring a global
footprint. According to data from the interna-
tional database, Ethnologue, the total number
of people who can speak, understand and use
Hindi language stands at over 610 million. It
includes people listing it as their mother
tongue as well as those who mention it as
their second or third language of preference.
Ninety percent of them live in India. The
remaining 10% live outside the country and
actas its brand ambassador.

‘The majority of Hindi-speaking population
outside India is concentrated in Nepal, the
UAE, the US, Mauritius, Fiji, Guyana, Trini-
dad, the UK, and Canada.

1 am mentioning this for a reason. The
GDP of all these countries will total around
50% of the global GDP. Almost 30 to 40 mil-
lion NRIs regularly contribute ﬁnmuallv to

ast week, while addressing India’s
I Gen Z and Gen Alpha, Prime Minister

This is the reason we see politicians in
the UK, the US, and Canada celebrating
Hindu and Sikh festivals. These countries
have seen large Indian immigrant influx
since the 19th century.

Before Independence, when Mahatma
Gandhi along with his close associates tried
to establish Hindi as the national language,
some Congress leaders from the non-Hindi
speaking states voiced concerns, After a lot of
deliberations, it was decided that for the ini-
tial 15 years every state will use English for
official work and then a decision on the lan-
guage would be taken considering the pre-
vailing conditions in the future.

If we are proud of our language, then we
should also respect the regional languages as
well. Rasool Gamzatov, the legendary writer
of My Dagestan, once wrote that if the Avar
language was his mother, then Russian and
other languages would be his aunts. What-
ever politics or politicians might say, langua-
ges can act as bridges between people. Indi-
ans have proved this: Had it not been the
case, the language movements of the 1960s
and 1970s would have ripped India apart.

However, the Al age offers us a unique
chance to correct our past mistakes. Today,
anyone can easily watch films starring South
Indian actors like Mamootty, Mahesh Babu,
Mohanlal, Vijay and Allu Arjun dubbed in
Hindi. Let me share its positive impact. In
November 2024, during the release of Pushpa
2’s trailer, South Indian star Allu Arjun
visited Patna, A crowd of 15-2 lakh people
gathered to welcome him. Most of them were
from Gen Z or Gen Alpha.

This is the reason the 80-100 million Hindi-
speaking people living in the non-Hindi
speaking states face no social or economic
issues. Social media too is playing its partin
bridging the gap. It's creating new idioms that
feature amalgamation of words and terms
from different local and foreign languages.
‘The internet age could very well achieve what

their relatives, religious instif aints,
etc. Remittances are key to our fonzign
exchange reserves.

However, this isn't the only source of
foreign capital. Our artistes and films earn
millions in foreign markets. If you want to

expressed

have influence i m a coumry. you musl send
your peop befor mbass)

our nly hoped for fondly.

As far as Hindi is concerned, lam as confi-
dent and optimistic about its future, and
proud of its glonous past. Best wishes to all
on Hindi Day!

Shashi Shekhar is editor-ir-chief, Hindustan.
The views expressed are personal
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BRICS comes of age
in New Delhi

BRICS summit demonstrated that the grouping’s growing
relevance lies not in a challenge to the West, but
in its ability to bridge deep differences

When eleven leaders gathered at Bharat Mandapam on
S ber 12-13 and i ly adopted the New Delhi
Declaration, the achievement lay less in what was said than
in the fact that anything was agreed at all. Twenty years after
BRICS foreign ministers first met in 2006, the grouping now
runs from Brazil to Indonesia, accounting for roughly 40 per
cent of world GDP and over a quarter of global trade. Getting
Iran, Saudi Arabia and the UAE to sign one sentence on West
Asia — agreeing only to voice regret over unprovoked hostility
in general terms — took Sherpas working through the night.
That the declaration survived intact rather than being watered
down is itself evidence that BRICS is maturing.

The substance backs this up more than sceptics expected.
Gone is talk of a single BRICS currency; in its place sits a
narrower, more workable agenda - greater use of national
currencies in intra-BRICS trade, interoperable cross-border
payment systems, and early conversation on linking central
bank digital currencies. This is de-dollarisation by increment
rather than by declaration, and it is more credible for it.
Alongside sits a familiar BRICS wishlist, now with more
institutional backing: reform of the IMF, World Bank and UN
Security Council to reflect where economic weight actually
sits; a P hip on the New | pushing
Industry 4.0 cooperation; a digital public infrastructure
repository; and a shared, if vague, push for trustworthy Al
governance that keeps rule-making out of Western hands
alone. Counter-terrorism language - an India priority since
the Pahalgam attack — was reinforced, alongside Delhi’s own
proposal for a Seafarers' Emergency Support Network:
modest, but genuinely useful rather than symbolic.

The subplot mattered as much as the text. Xi Jinping's
arrival - his first visit to India in seven years, with a
delegation reportedly twice the size of his 2019 trip - turned
the summit into cover for an India-China reset neither side
could easily stage alone. That Modi and Xi could meet, agree
their differences must not be allowed to harden into
disputes, and still sit under one declaration alongside
Washington's rivals and partners, is precisely the kind of
ambiguity BRICS exists to hold.

Yet the caveats are real. BRICS still cannot agree on
Ukraine, still has no enforcement mechanism for its own
declarations, and still leans on studied vagueness to keep
eleven governments with barely reconcilable worldviews
inside one tent. China’s economy still dwarfs the rest of the
grouping combined, keeping alive the old question of whose
bloc this really is. A single currency remains, sensibly, off the
table.

What New Delhi has shown is not that BRICS has arrived as
arival to the G7, but that it has learned to do something
more useful: hold together its own contradictions long
enough to get practical work done. That is not dominance. It
is maturity of a limited but real kind - and for now, it may be
the only kind on offer.

Dalv Vani
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WISDOM FOR A MEANINGFUL LIFE

The Obstacle He Broke
With His Own Hand

Today is Ganesha Chaturthi. Ganesha, the remover of obstacles,
receives the first pooja, invoked before any undertaking
begins, so that the path ahead is cleared before the first step
is even taken.

Yet the most striking story about him is not one where he clears
an obstacle from someone else's path, but one where he
becomes the obstacle-breaker in his own. When sage Vyasa
sought a scribe to record the Mahabharata as it poured from
him without pause, only Ganesha agreed, and on one condi-
tion: Vyasa must recite without ever stopping. Midway through
the epic, Ganesha's pen broke. Rather than halting the sacred
work, he snapped off his own tusk and continued writing, unwill-
ingtoleta personal loss interrupt something larger than himself.
The obstacle that day was not external.

It was his own broken tool, his own incompleteness, easy to
be embarrassed by, easy to pause over. Ganesha simply used
what remained of himself, without hesitation, and kept
writing. We often wait for obstacles to be cleared before we
begin, wanting the right resources, the right conditions, our own
limitations resolved first. Ganesha’s example asks something
braver of us, to keep moving with whatever we have, even if it
means offering a broken, imperfect part of ourselves. This Ganesh
Chaturthi, don't wait for every obstacle to disappear before you
begin. Pick up your own broken tusk, whatever incomplete
resource or ability you have, and start anyway.

NEP 2020: From promise to classroom reality

Six years after the National Education Policy 2020 was unveiled, India needs to look beyond enrolment numbers and
infrastructure to ask a more fundamental question: has education actually become more equitable, creative and learer-
centred? The answer will determine whether NEP’s ambitious vision can translate into meaningful change in the classroom

Js
. ) RAJPUT

Practically every learned deliberation on edu-
cation today makes reference to the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020, its well-articulated
mission, vision, objectives, and goals. In its
second paragraph, the Policy refers to its being
in total sync with the UN's global education devel-
opment agenda, reflected in Sustainable
Development Goal 4 (SDG 4), which seeks to
"ensure inclusive and equitable quality education
and promote lifelong learning opportunities for
all"by 2030. The NEP 2020 also expects education
to move towards 'less content” and greater
emphasis on learning how to think critically and
solve problems. It asserts that learning must pri-
marily focus on nurturing critical thinking and
sharpening analytical skills. It then goes on to list
several related expectations, taking note of the
swift changes taking place all around us, partic-
ularly in areas such as data science and creativ-
ity, while emphasizing multidisciplinary, integrat-
ed, learner-centred, discussion-based, discovery-
oriented, flexible, and enjoyable learning. Having
been associated with education policy formula-
tion and implementation for over five decades,
one invariably recalls both the achievements and
the persistent drags that have impeded the real-
ization of stated goals in several areas.

Six years after the NEP 2020, an extensive yet
swift national-level review would therefore be in
order. Such a review could bring forth the correc-
tions and strategic changes that are needed and,
where necessary, even provide the basis for a fresh
formulation of certain aspects of the Policy.

The positives have indeed been overwhelm-
ing. Beginning with a literacy rate of barely 12 per
cent and extending educational access to more
than 80 per cent in the face of a population
increase of more than a billion, India's education-
alexpansion is an unmatched achievement in the
post-independence era. India successfully envi-
sioned the future national needs and aspirations
of its people and created institutions of higher
learning. Yet, whenever large-scale and inevitable
expansion takes place in any system-particular-
ly in education-quality can suffer, as can work
culture. This is one of the fundamental issues
before the Indian education system and its poli-
cies today. The rise in enrolmentin schools and
universities, as well as the increase in the
numbers of teachers required, deserves appre-
ciation. But does this expansion necessarily
indicate an enhancement of quality? It remains
the constitutional responsibility of the State to
ensure that everyone is included in education.
Increased numbers are, therefore, fully justified
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as evidence of Indla s onward march towards
becoming a fully literate nation. They also indi-
cate that India is conscious of its rising popu-
lation and the consequent responsibility to
prepare it and ensure the benefits of the demo-
graphic dividend. Things are to examined in
light of the fact that a wide gap exists in the
Indian education system thatimpedes the edu-
cation of a large number of young persons
because of their economic positioning. The
challenge before the nation can therefore be
understood through a fundamental question:
Is India providing every learner with adequate
opportunities to nourish and nurture talent,
refine skills, and prepare to make creative con-
tributions to society in every relevant area,
including emerging sectors?

In an age when cognitive capital is increas-
ingly taking precedence over fiscal capital, nur-
turing talent becomes one of the most valuable
fundamental entitlements of every child. Itis,
obviously, a prime responsibility of a welfare
state. Unfortunately, the condition of govern-
ment schools, even after six years of NEP 2020
implementation, remains far from encourag-
ing. These schools are often the only aiterna-
tive available to those who stand ‘last in the line'.

The media frequently report the persistent
lack of basic amenities in government schools.
Such reports, however, have increasingly
become routine and rarely stir the conscience
of those who have the authority and capacity
to make a difference. Even minor positive
changes are welcomed by the public. Teachers,
forinstance, have appreciated reports indicat-
ing that the proportion of schools with com-
puter facilities rose from 57.2 per cent to 69.9
per cent, while those with internet facilities
increased from 53.9 per cent to 67.4 per cent.
Such increases are certainly welcome. One can
only hope, however, that the computers are
functional, that trained teachers are available
to use them effectively, and, most important-
ly, that the facilities are genuinely accessible
to every learner. Could schools also be autho-
rized to extend the use of such facilities to chil-
dren in the neighbourhood who may not be

enrolled in that particular school? Such an
arrangement could become a small but highly
meaningful step towards reducing the digital
divide. The major concern before the nation is
quality enhancement. One is reminded of what
Albert Einstein observed more than a century
ago: "To me the worst thing seems to be fora
school principal to work (chiefly) with methods
of fear, force and artificial authority. Such treat-
ment destroys the sound sentiments, the sin-
cerity and self-confidence of the pupil. It pro-
duces the submissive subject.” Having seen and
observed educational processes closely, one
could argue that the visible change in this
regard remains, at best, minimal. Einstein had
something more to say about the purpose of
education: "Personally, | never clutter up my
memory with facts | can easily find in an ency-
clopaedia. One should never cram young
minds with facts, names, formulae.... Education
should be used only to teach young people to
think and to give them this training, which no
textbook can replace.” The NEP 2020 is, in
essence, reiterating the same fundamental prin-
ciple when it calls for a shift towards critical
thinking and analytical skills. The challenge is
notin restating this principle on umpteen occa-
sions, but in translating it into everyday class-
room practice.

The availability of essential financial and pro-
fessional resources in government schools can
provide children from weaker sections with
opportunities that might otherwise remain
beyond their reach. But resources alone cannot
transform education. The teacher matters
most. India has umpteen examples of commit-
ted and competent teachers who have trans-
formed their schools, often wtth lictle more than
prc cc 00d-
will, and local support, takxng them to levelsof
achievement that were previously consid-
ered impossible.

From schools to higher education institutions,
teachers are, at one stage or another, subject-
ed to excessive bureaucratic control. For more
than five decades, the creation of a much-
needed professional cadre of educational
administrators has remained a neglected
requirement. The absence of professionally pre-
pared educational administrators has serious
e es for educational e, insti-
tutional autonomy, academic leadership, and
accountability. The education system cannot
be transformed merely through policy decla-
rations. Nor can the objectives of NEP 2020 be
realized simply by expanding enrolment, con-
structing infrastructure, distributing devices, or
introducing new curricular frameworks.

Education policy implementation must ulti-
mately translate into pragmatic practices in
classrooms, outside the classrooms, in the
shape of better institutional cultures, visible
emphasis on values, empowered teachers, and
improved learning outcomes.
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Women hold eco-friendly idols of Lord Ganesh ahead of Ganesh Chaturthi

festival, in Bengaluru, Karnataka
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The question Akhilesh Yadav must answer

£
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2ND OPINION

Akhilesh Yadav now speaks of protecting a journalist’s right
to ask questions. If a reporter cannot put a question, he
says, a press conference should not be called a press con-
ference at all; it should be called a "press monologue.” The
line is agreeable to the ear. The question it cannot evade
is what the condition of journalists was when Akhilesh
Yadav was Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh.Did reporters
then enjoy the full freedom to ask?

Were those who put the government to an uncomfort-
able question safe?

Did the conduct of the government and the party organ-
isation towards the press, under the SP regime, resemble
the speeches Akhilesh Yadav now delivers?0One need not
travel far back for an answer. Shahjahanpur in 2015, and
the journalist Jagendra Singh, remain before Akhilesh Yadav
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aquestion that no oration on press freedom can discharge.

The Burning Alive of Jagendra Singh and the
Defence of the Accused Minister

In June 2015, Jagendra Singh, a journalist from
Shahjahanpur, was burned alive in his home. His offence
was that he had written persistently about allegations of
illegal mining, land seizure and corruption linked to Ram
Murti Singh Verma, then a minister in the SP government.
The minister did not take the reporting kindly. The matter
did not end there. While Jagendra Singh lay in hospital,
fighting for his life, the minister's influence was again used
to have him attacked in the hospital itself. Jagendra Singh
later died. Thereafter Ram Gopal Yadav, the Samajwadi
Party's national general secretary, went so far as to argue
against the minister’s removal from the Cabinet. It was
not, he said, a matter large enough to require thata min-

ister be stripped of office.

Reporters Beaten at the Press Conference
Called in Their Name

In Moradabad, Akhilesh Yadav held a press conference.
Journalists attended. One of them puta question that was
not to his liking. Akhilesh’s supporters then began
beating the reporters. Several were seriously injured.Stories
of his anger towards journalists are not one but many. At
times he brands them agents of another party; at times
he asks their caste in order to humiliate them. At times
he says openly that he will have them thrown out; that
he willadminister another kind of treatment; that he will
have a throat cut with a sword.

A Lecture on Liberty Must First Answer a
Record of Intimidation

IfAkhilesh Yadav wishes today to speak ofjournalism, he
must also attend to his own bearing. He must recall how
he issued direct threats to reporters and levelled direct
charges against them. What followed, in his government,
when a question was asked is a question that must now
be put to him.Pointing a finger at others will not absolve
him of his own acts. If the values of journalism are to be
invoked, the further question will arise: what, in fact, did
you do to defend them?

The author is an advocate at the Lucknow Bench of the
Allahabad High Court. He writes on political and social issues

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

MP’s liquor tragedy demands accountability

The deaths of 18 people after suspected consump-
tion of illicit liquor in Sagar district have raised serious
questions about the functioning of the administra-
tive machinery in Madhya Pradesh. More than 80
people have reportedly been affected, while several
arrests have been made and the State Government
has suspended officials and ordered a judicial
inquiry.But the larger question is how such a trade
was allowed to continue despite allegations that the
authorities were aware of its scale.

IFillegal liquor was being sold openly and exten-
sively, why were licences not cancelled and why was
timely action not taken?The tragedy cannot be dis-
missed as merely a failure of law and order. The nexus
between illicit liquor, administrative lapses and
political influence must be examined impartially.
Questions have also been raised about whether
revenue ¢ ions may have enforce-
ment. If officials or political actors knowingly faci
tated the trade, they must be held accountable.A judi-
cial inquiry should establish the facts without fear or
favour. Families who have lost loved ones deserve
justice, while those responsible must face the full force
of the law.

BHAGWAN THADANI | MUMBAL

BRICS must turn into acti

h Chaturthi: Protect the eEnvironment

The adoption of the BRICS declaration despite differ-
ences among member countries over the West Asian con-
flict is a significant diplomatic achievement. It demon-
strates that nations with divergent political and strate-
gicinterests can still find common ground on issues affect-
ing global peace and stability.

The continuing violence in West Asia remains a matter
of grave concern. Prolonged conflict can disrupt energy
markets, international trade and supply chains while
imposing an enormous humanitarian cost on civilians.
The immediate priority must be to prevent further esca-
lation and create conditions for meaningful dialogue and
negotiations.India’s policy of strategic autonomy, coupled
with its consistent advocacy of dialogue and peaceful solu-
tions, can make a constructive contribution to BRICS delib-
erations. New Delhi should continue to encourage
restraint, respect for sovereignty and diplomatic engage-
ment among the parties to the conflict. The declaration
translate into meaningful action. BRICS has growing eco-
nomic and political influence and can use its collective
weight to promote dialogue, humanitarian cooperation
and a more balanced international order. At a time of
widening geopolitical divisions, the world needs diplo-
matic bridges rather than deeper confrontation.

UKMA SHARMA | JALANDHAR

Ganesh Chaturthi is among India’s most cherished
festivals, bringing together families and communities
in devotion and celebration. Homes are decorated,
modaks are prepared and Lord Ganesha is welcomed
with joy. Yet, as the festivities begin, we must also
ensure that our celebrations do not harm the
environment.Many idols are made from Plaster of
Paris, plastic and thermocol, which do not dissolve
easily and can pollute rivers, lakes and other water
bodies during immersion. Artificial colours and
chemicals can also damage aquatic ecosystems and
affect fish and plants.Fortunately, celebrating
responsibly does not require giving up tradition.
Devotees can choose natural clay idols and decorate
homes with flowers, leaves, diyas and reusable lights
instead of plastic and thermocol.
Puja offerings can rely on natural materials such as
fruits, coconuts, mango leaves, tulsi and flowers.
Reusable bags can further reduce plastic waste.Home
immersion in a bucket or suitable container is
another practical alternative to immersing idols in
natural water bodies.Every small step matters. By
adopting eco-friendly practices, we can honour Lord
Ganesha while protecting the rivers, lakes and
natural world that future generations will inherit.
JUBEL D'CRUZ | MUMBAI



The

foneer &5

NEW DELHI | MONDAY | SEPTEMBER 14, 2026

ANALYSIS [

Land justice cannot run
on a 1908 clock

Land disputes are among India’s most enduring legal battles, often stretching across generations. The problem is not
merely judicial delay. A land-justice system built around the Code of Civil Procedure, 1908, is increasingly out of step
with today's digitised records, modern surveying technologies and the need for faster, more precise adjudication.

India does not merely
need faster courts for
land disputes. It needs a
different procedure for
deciding them. Land and
property disputes
account for roughly two-
thirds ofall civil litigation
in India. Behind these
numbers lie disputes
over boundaries, inheri-
tance, sale deeds and
possession that can become a family’s engagement with
the courts for a generation. Land remains locked, invest-
mentis postponed and relationships deteriorate. By the
time a decree arrives, possession may have changed, phys-
ical features may look different and original witnesses may
no longer be available.

Judicial vacancies and heavy dockets are part of the
explanation. But there is a deeper structural problem. The
Code of Civil Procedure, 1908 still supplies the basicarchi-
tecture for land litigation. The question is whether a
general procedure devised more than a century ago should
govern land disputes in substantially the same way when
both landholding and the State’s capacity to identify land
have changed dramatically.

The CPC came into force in a world without digitised
Records of Rights, geo-referenced cadastral maps, satel-
lite imagery, electronic registration databases or interop-
erable government records. Even where surveys and set-
tlement records existed, establishing the identity, bound-
ary, possession and history of a parcel could require
painstaking reconstruction through paper registers, field
measurement, local knowledge and oral testimony.

A procedure allowing commissioners, witnesses and
substantial judicial discretion was therefore under-
standable. Facts that can now often be technically veri-
fied then had to be laboriously proved. There was yet
another fundamental difference. The legal relationship
between people and land in 1908 was not the same as it
is today. British India did not have a uniform conception
of individual, parcel-based ownership. Agricultural land
in different provinces was governed by distinct revenue
and tenancy regimes. From the Bengal Tenancy Act, 1885
and the Punjab Tenancy Act, 1887 to the tenancy regimes
of Oudh, Agra and Chhota Nagpur, the law reflected a land-
scape in which rights could be distributed among zamin-
dars or other intermediaries, tenure-holders, occupancy
raiyats, tenants and actual cultivators.

Proprietary interest, possession, cultivation, rent liabil-
ity and rights of transfer or succession did not necessar-
ily vest in the same person. The CPC was therefore not
designed as the procedural arm of a modern, integrated,
parcel-based land-title system. Courts often had to
reconstruct layered rights from settlement records, rent
rolls, possession, custom and oral evidence. A slower and
more elaborate fact-finding process had a historical logic.

Post-Independence Zamindari and many intermediary
interests were I Tenantsand acquired
stronger or more direct rights under different State laws.
The relationship between the State, the recorded holder
and the parcel became more direct. Land administration
consequently became increasingly concerned with iden-
tifying the current legally sustainable claim to a defined
parcel, rather than merely recording layered tenurial rela-
tionships. The information environment has been trans-
formed. Computerised Records of Rights, digitised and
increasingly georeferenced cadastral maps, computerised
registration and digital survey technologies have changed
what a court can know before oral evidence begins. But
still, the procedural architecture through which such claims
are adjudicated remains substantially rooted in 1908. Civil
procedure can therefore begin where the old procedure
often ended, i.e., with identification of the land. Every land
suit may be accompanied at filing by a parcel dossier, the
parcel identifier, currentand historical Records of Rights,
cadastral and, where available, georeferenced maps.
Registered instruments can be relied upon, along with
mutation history, relevant survey or settlement entries,
and a concise statement of actual possession. At the first
substantive hearing, the court ought to know what land
isindispute and whether the controversy principally con-
cernstitle, record, map, possession, inheritance, transac-
tion or encroachment. That change could narrow Ilngav
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tion enormously. Today the true dispute may ly
after pleadings, local inspections and cross-examination.
A parcel-first procedure would require the controversy
to be defined before it expands. The written statement
should then have a real outer limit. In ordinary civil liti-
gation, procedural deadlines have proved elastic.

Reforms, Bihar

This is the first article in a three-part
series on land reforms. The subse-
quent articles will be published over
the coming week in this space.

Parliament has already accepted firmer discipline for commer-
cial disputes. A citizen litigating over a home, farm or inherit-
ed plot has no lesser claim to timely justice.

Interim injunctions also require redesign. They are sometimes
indispensable to prevent construction, alienation or destruc-
tion of the subject matter. But an interim order that survives
foryears becomes the practical allocation of property without
adjudication. Land injunctions may therefore carry a review date
and automatically trigger an accelerated schedule for decid-
ing the core dispute.

The same logic applies to evidence. Oral testimony remains
necessary where fraud, intention, oral partition, family arrange-
ment or personal conduct is genuinely in issue. But objective
facts can ordinarily be proved objectively. Buundarles oughr to
come primarily from ated maps and cc reg-
istration history from official records, and physical change, where
relevant, from reliable geospatial or time-stamped material.

The local commission could likewise become a technical exer-
cise rather than a second trial. Neutral, trained survey person-
nel using prescribed reference points, modern equipment and
digitally reproducible measurements can replace ad hoc
reconstruction through conflicting private maps and oral iden-
tification. A court need not ask a commissioner to rediscover
information the State has already surveyed and stored.
Adjournments must carry consequences. In land litigation, delay
itself can have economic value, and a party enjoying posses-
sion may benefit from elapsed time. Nominal costs do little to
change behaviour.

Mostimportantly, aland decree must end the dispute. Under
the present architecture, a successful litigant may spend years
proving title and then begin another struggle to obtain posses-
sion. Record correction, map correction and delivery of posses-
sion can generate further proceedings before different author-
ities. A decree declaring ownership but leaving the successful
litigant to separately fight for the land, the map and the record,
is justice only on paper. A new land procedure should strive to
integrate adjudication and execution. Once a decree becomes
executable, consequential mutation, map correction and
delivery of possession should flow from it through an electron-
icinterface between the civil court and land administration.

This also requires a firmer jurisdictional line between civil
courts and revenue authorities. Mutation and fiscal records
should not provide parallel forums for re-litigating questions
already decided by competent courts. Equally, routine record
correction, survey discrepancies or map errors should not require
a full civil trial where an effective revenue court can resolve them.
Jurisdiction needs to follow the nature of the dispute.

None of this means replacing fairness with speed. Notice,
hearing, cross-examination where necessary, appeal and judi-
cial review remain essential. The reform required is for better-
structured justice, fewer procedural stages, where facts can be
objectively verified and stricter consequences built-in where
delay is intentional. India has spent decades modernising its
land records, while leaving the procedure for resolving land dis-
putes anchored to an earlier informational age. That mismatch
now needs correction. The case is, therefore, for more than just
mere amendment to the CPC. Land disputes justify a specialised
civil procedure. It must have parcel identification at its core and
documentary evidence as the default.

Case-management timelines, limited interlocutory detours,
clear civil-revenue jurisdiction and execution built into the decree
itself, could further tighten the procedure. The test of a proce-
dural law is not how long it survives, but how effectively it deliv-
ers justice under the conditions in which it operates. The CPC
0f 1908 responded to the land relations, records and technol-
ogy of its time. India in 2026 has different land relations, vastly
better land information and entirely different technological
capacity. Its land justice system should finally reflect that change.

Modernise EV rules,
preserve physical guardrails

Years ago, India's decision to carve out a special,
exempted category for low-speed electric two-
wheelers (E2Ws) in the Central Motor Vehicles Rules
(CMVR) gave rise to a quiet miracle. It unlocked an
affordable way to commute and enabled lakhs of
first-time earners and gig workers, including women,
to use light E2Ws to deliver goods and build liveli-
hoods without needing a driver’s licence. It is a policy
success story worth protecting.

This is why a small but consequential change in the
MISRA pr%posed amendment to Rule 2(u) of the CMVR needs

tober

The draft notification retains key conditions for exemption, including motor power,
maximum speed, braking, reflective fittings and motor cut-off behaviour.
However, it drops another significant condition: unladen weight, previously capped
at 60 kg for exempt vehicles. On the surface, this looks like a simplification. In
practice, it removes a safeguard that matters.

The problem with power and speed alone

Defining low-speed EVs through motor power and top speed may seem logical.
However, both of these are governed by software. An unscrupulous company or
operator can tamper with a controller, bypass a speed limiter and unlock a motor's
power output without changing the vehicle's physical components.

Until now, India’s policy framework has anchored the exemption to a physical,
difficult-to-manipulate specification: weight. Removing the weight ceiling elim-
inates a reliable enforcement proxy that regulators and traffic officials can use
to distinguish compliant vehicles from illegal or tampered ones.

Heavier E2Ws with more powerful motors increasingly resemble motorbikes rather
than bicycles. Allowing unlicensed, unregistered riders to operate such vehicles
could create safety challenges rather than solve them. In a country already facing
a significant road-safety burden, removing a physical weight limit - whether 60
kg or another appropriate threshold - deserves careful consideration.

A weight limit cannot substitute for testing, certification and enforcement. But
it can provide an additional, tamper-resistant layer of regulatory clarity.

Protecting inclusive mobility

The original intent of the low-speed EV exemption was to widen mobility access
and enable people to pursue livelihood opportunities, particularly those who may
not be able to afford conventional EVs or easily obtain a driver's licence. This
includes women and younger people entering mobility work for the first time.

Without a weight ceiling, heavier vehicles with larger frames and dual-seat capac-
ity could qualify for the same licence-free, registration-free exemption. That risks
moving the category away from the specific use case it was designed to support.
Feedback from women riders, in particular, highlights a practical advantage of
lightweight vehicles: they are easier to manoeuvre, park and control in Indian
traffic conditions.

Heavier vehicles have an important role in the mobility ecosystem, but they serve
a different purpose and user base. Regulation should, therefore, define exemp-
tions around the vehicle type and the specific need they are intended to address.

The 60 kg limit is not a design constraint

Would retaining a 60 kg ceiling constrain innovation? Our experience suggests
otherwise. Yulu's fleet, designed in-house and manufactured with Bajaj Auto, is
built within this exact limit and operates at scale across Indian cities today. It
demonstrates that a well-engineered, world-class electric two-wheeler is possi-
ble within a 60 kg unladen weight ceiling. The 60 kg limit has not been an obsta-
cle. Instead, it has encouraged manufacturers to engineer vehicles more intelli-
gently while providing a clear physical boundary for the category.

A workable way forward
The real question is not whether 60 kg is sacred. It is: What physical safeguard
should define the boundary of licence- and registration-exempt E2Ws?
Regulators are considering other guardrails, including single-seat or no-pillion
restrictions and physical verification at the point of sale. These are good ideas.
But if the objective is to establish clear, objective and enforceable boundaries,
they should complement a weight limit rather than replace it.

As India's EV sector grows, regulation must evolve with technology and new use
cases. But modernising the rules should not mean discarding the guardrails that
make them practical to implement. The goal should be a framework that gives
innovation room to grow while keeping the
boundaries of licence-exempt mobility clear,
objective and enforceable.

[ The writer is co-founder of Yulu J

Extradltlon

How India is closing the escape route for fugitives

For a long time,
leaving India
could  mean
putting the law
on hold. Once an
accused person
crossed an inter-
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diplomatic
delays, unfamil-
iar legal systems and poor coordination between
agencies. India's extradition framework
remained limited, with treaties covering only 37
countries. Between 2004 and 2013, the country
extradited an average of just four fugitives a year
while over a hundred requests remained
pending. Crossing a border was therefore not
simply a means of escape. It could become a way
of buying time.

Over the past decade, that equation has begun
to change. Under Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, the pursuit of fugitives has steadily moved
from the margins of criminal justice to the centre
of national security policy. Once that political
direction was established, the challenge shifted
from intent to execution. It needed institutions
that can sustain it, agencies that can work togeth-
er and legal frameworks that can withstand
scrutiny in foreign courts. It is here that Union
Home Minister Amit Shah's role deserves closer
attention. Less as the face of individual extradi-
tions and more as the chief architect of a

framework intended to make India's
pursuit of fugitives more systematic and
credible.

The return of 274 fugitives from 36 coun-
tries between 2019 and July 2026 has
understandably attracted public atten-
tion. But the number only tells part of
the story. Every successful repatriation
depends on a chain of institutions,
police forces, intelligence agencies,
courts and foreign governments
working in sequence. If even one link
weakens, the process stalls. The more
meaningful question, therefore, is not
how many fugitives have returned, but
why India is now able to pursue them
more consistently than before.

The answer lies in the Union Home Minister’s
institution building. For years, India’s extradition
system struggled with limited treaty networks,
inconsistent documentation and poor inter-
agency coordination. There was also no dedicat-
ed law to deal with economic fugitives and their
assets. The Fugitive Economic Offenders Act of
2018 changed that, while from 2020 onwards,
efforts to bring fugitives back was pursued in
“mission mode."

The problem was structural and the architecture
to address it did not emerge through one
sweeping reform. It was assembled piece by
piece. BHARATPOL, launched in January 2025,
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cies. Information sought by the CBI is now gen-
erally shared within 10 to 20 days, and in some
cases within just 3 to 10 days. Operation Trishul
added a technology-driven layer to fugitive track-
ing, using satellite inputs, surveillance and
digital footprints to locate individuals who had
changed their names or identities abroad.
Neither change would have transformed India's
record on its own.

Together, however, they altered the way the
system functions. INTERPOL Red Corner Notices
have risen sharply with 401 notices issued
against fugitive criminals over the last three
years. Extradition requests are now prepared in

created a national platform for coordination and
information-sharing with INTERPOL, connecting
more than 1,400 units of central and state agen-

amore pr and standardized manner,
with written assurances tailored to the documen-
tary requirements and legal expectations ofindi-

vidual countries.

Astanding Focus Group within the
Intelligence Bureau's Multi-Agency
Centre was constituted in January
2026 to prioritise fugitive cases,
standardize dossiers and maintain
follow-up with foreign partners.
Legislative reforms, including pro-
visions for trial in absentia under
Bharatiya Nagarik Suraksha
Sanhita, mean that remaining
outside India need not automat-
ically bring judicial proceedings to
a halt. Individually, these may
look like administrative or legal
measures. Collectively, they rep-
resent a significant re-engineering
of how India pursues fugitives beyond its
borders.

It is worth remembering that extradition is
among the most demanding forms of interna-
tional cooperation. Foreign courts are not
obliged to accept India’s case because New Delhi
considers someone guilty. Every request must
satisfy the legal standards of another sovereign
jurisdiction. Every document is scrutinized.
Every procedural lapse can become grounds for
delay. This is why institutional capacity matters
so much. It is also why Shah's emphasis on pro-
fessionalising extradmon requests, improving
coordination and with

individual criminals. Whether the accused are
terrorists, organized crime figures or econom-
ic offenders, every successful extradition
strengthens the credibility of the Indian state.
The financial dimension matters too. Between
2019 and 2026, assets worth 17,874 crore
belonging to fugitive criminals were attached,
while 18,762 crore was restituted in cases
involving fugitive economic offenders. It tells
financial offenders that geographical distance is
no longer the insurance policy it once appeared
to be.

Cases such as the extradition of Tahawwur
Hussain Rana are important not only because of
the individual involved, but because they
demonstrate the patience, diplomatic engage-
ment and legal persistence that modern extra-
dition demands. The 274 returns include fugitives
wanted in cases ranging from murder and
organized crime to terrorism, narcotics, sexual
offences and financial crimes.

Under Prime Minister Modi, extradition acquired
political priority and under Union Home Minister
Amit Shah, it acquired institutional shape. The
achievement, therefore, is not merely that more
fugitives have returned to India. It is that the
Indian state has begun building the capacity to
ensure that crossing an international border is
no longer seen as the easiest way to outrun
Indian law.

INTERPOL matters beyond the politics of any indi-
vidual case.
The implications extend beyond the return of

The author is a former Special Director General of Police,
Madhya Pradesh.
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“The 100% equity NPS schemes

have attracted younger investors”

The multiple-scheme framework introduced last year, the lower mandatory annuitisation
requirement, and the growing focus on non-government subscribers and gig workers are
broadening NPS's appeal, Sriram lyer, MD & CEO, HDFC Pension Fund, tells Preeti Kulkarni.

National Pension System (NPS) has seen a
host of changes in the past 12 months. While
some, such as lowering the mandatory an-
nuitisation limit, were long-awaited, others
appear to have made what was meant to be

a simple retirement scheme for lay investors,
more complex...

By and large, the changes announced have

been positive for the industry. It has been over
ayear since the Pension Fund Regulatory and
Development Authority (PFRDA) Chairman
Sivasubramanian Ramann took charge, and
several of these changes are basis feedback from
stakeholders across the NPS ecosystem, includ-
ingsubscribers. A key change is the reduction

in compulsory annuitisation at retirement from
40% t020% of the corpus. He has been encourag-
ingthe industry to shift focus from the govern-
ment sector to the non-government sector. A lot
of what he has done has resulted in expansion of
the target segment of customers. If you had asked
meayear-and-a-halfago if we could onboard
twolakh Zomato delivery partners, my answer
would have been, it’s difficult. Today, that’s hap-
pened. This entire gigeconomy, which employs
around a crore people, is now looked at by the in-
dustry as an opportunity. The segment has taken
off. At Zomato, there are anumber of delivery
agents who contribute 2,000 amonth orz100a
week; amongst some of the other platform work-
ers that we have onboarded, there are service
professionals who contribute 220,000 a month.
We've been very focused on reaching out to every
single platform company. Also in the works now
is our outreach to Urban Company’s network for
gigworkers.

The corporate segment’s subscriber base has
shown a sharp growth for the industry. What
role has the tax benefit (where employers’ con-
tribution up to 14% of the basic is tax-exempt)
played in driving corporate NPS adoption?
Ithasalways been there, but now that many peo-
ple have switched to the new regime, they realise
this is the only benefitavailable. And it makesa
substantial difference. NPS isa very big benefi-
ciaryofall these developments that we have seen.

Mutual fund investors have Sebi-registered
independent advisors (RIAs) who offer unbi-
ased advice. But in the case of NPS, who can
subscribers turn to for advice on investment
strategies, especially in light of the changes in
the last one year?

The entity that is supposed to be doing this task
of educating customers is the Point of Presence
(POP)-itistheresponsibility of the POP/dis-
tributor community. That’s where we (HDFC
Pension Fund also hasa POPlicence) are usinga
lot of technology to make sure that we are able to
reach out to these customers. For a distributor of
other financial instruments, there isalot more
complexity, compared to what we offer. You could

argue that compared to the auto choice the
end user had earlier, the increased number
of choices has made it more confusing. But
Idon’tagree with that entirely. One of the
things that we, as domain specialists, have
todois toensure that people understand
whatitreally means. Simplification is nec-
essary, subscribers should not lose their
way tryingtofigure out terminologies.

What patterns have you observed over
the years in terms of subscribers’ invest-
ment behaviour and preferences?
Clearly, the new schemes (multi scheme
framework) have sparked interest among
people. Savvy investors are the first to
latch on to the new investment bandwag-
on. And as you would expect, the 100% eq-
uity schemes have attracted a lot more in-
terestamong the younger crowd. You will
seethat people in the 25to 35age group are
pretty much dominating the 100% equity
schemes. Across pension fund managers, I
would say 60-70% of all the money has gone
tothese funds.

How does the approach to NPS differ
between government and private-sector
employees?

In the case of government employees, given

Sriram lyer

4 Managing Director & CEO, HDFC Pension

the fact that the choice has been made for
them beforehand, everybody gets into the
default scheme to begin with. The non-gov-
ernment sector is very different because it
is voluntary. There are many companies
where money was going to the superan-
nuation scheme earlier, but is now getting
redirected to NPS. We ourselves have, in
the last two years, migrated around 10,000
crore of AUM (assets under management)
from superannuation to NPS.

Also, the age profile is very different. The
new-age companies, especially the global
capability centres (GCCs), have an average
age of around 28-29 years. So how do you
communicate the importance of retirement
planning to somebody who is 25? For them,
retirement is 35 years away. Sohow do I
change the narrative with them? I feel this
is where tech and Al-led communication
canhelp us convey our message around the
importance of startingearly and investing
consistently over the long-term.

How have NPS subscribers reacted to
the subdued stock market performance
in recent months, given that the equity
component in NPS remains the key at-
traction?

That’s the beauty of this product. For

example, corporate NPS contribu-
tion happens pre-salary (since the
employer deducts the contribution
before crediting the salary), justlike
employees’ provident fund (EPF).
So, thelikelihood of somebody stop-
pingcontributions is almost zero.
We’ve not seen contributions being
stopped —unlike SIPs (systematic
investment plans) in mutual funds
—despiteall that’s happened in the
lastfew months. These are all huge
positives for this product. Put sim-
ply, there’s been no major shakeout.

There is a view that commissions
for NPS intermediaries are still on
the lower side despite revisions,
especially when compared to
other financial products. Do you
feel the need for any changes in
the policy?
There will always be a view that mu-
tualfunds and insurance, which are
the other two big competing prod-
ucts, pay alot more to a distributor
than NPS. But one of the big objec-
tives that NPS has is to help build
ameaningful corpusoveralong
period of time, and cost leakages can
significantly hamper this objective.
So, 20 basis points (fee to intermedi-
aries)isdecent, in my opinion.
Beyond the 0.2% distribution fee,
there are other ancillary benefits
too. You will see that many banks,
PSU as well as private sector banks
have become a lot more aggressive
on NPS because they allrealise that
asaproduct itis very sticky.

How do you look at the prospect
of offering NPS through the GIFT
City route?

It’sa great opportunity. We're still
atthe early stages of evaluating

it. HDFC International Life and

Re, HDFC Life’s subsidiary, head-
quartered in DubaiInternational
Financial Centre (UAE)hasa
branch office presence in GIFT City,
and they’ve had a very good experi-
ence thus far. We have been discuss-
ing with them about their processes
and experience. Potentially, it can
be a great product for non-residents
who live and work abroad but might
choose to come back to Indialater.
That cohort, will find it very attrac-
tive. We arelookingat it very closely,
butno decisions have been made yet.

preeti.kulkarni@timesofindia.com
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Realising the full potential of
employer-funded life insurance

Additions to group term plans can offer support to employees’ dependants and continuity of employer operations.

ABHISHEK BONDIA
MANAGING DIRECTOR, SECURENOW

The base GTL is where
most organisations
start. Voluntary
enhancement
provides affordable
cover without
underwriting
hurdles. Riders
extend protection to
disability and critical
iliness. Employer-
employee plans
provide continuity
despite transitions,
and keyman
insurance protects the
organisation itself.

sk most employees what their

group termlife (GTL) cover in-

cludes, and they will give you one

number—sum assured. Ask them

ifthey have enhanced this cover
voluntarily, which riders are attached, or
whether they have a plan independent of
their employer, and the answer is almost al-
ways the same: a pause, followed by, “Ididn’t
know that was possible.” GTL canserveasa
differentiated employee benefit, as wellasa
genuine business protection tool, if it is prop-
erly designed and deployed.

Bigger cover without underwriting

A few employers offer employees the option to
voluntarily raise their GTL sum assured be-
yond the employer-funded base. The process
is simple: the employee pays the incremental
premium, typically deducted from salary,
and the insurer provides the enhanced cover
atgrouprates. The cost advantage is passed
ontoemployees. GTL premiums are sub-
stantially lower than retail individual term
plans, often by 30-50%. The more important
advantage isunderwriting. Voluntary en-
hancement within the free cover limit (FCL),
that is, the threshold below which no medical
check-up isrequired, means the employee
does not need to go through health screening.
Thisreduces the administrative burden
of buying and maintaining a separate cover.
Employees must understand two caveats
clearly—voluntarily enhanced GTL cover,
like the base cover, lapses the day employ-
ment ends. Also, the group plan still attracts
GST, which the individual plan does not.

The riders most never ask for

GTLplans canincluderiders that substan-
tially broaden the scope of coverage. A
critical illnessrider paysalump sumon di-
agnosis of specified illnesses, typically 10-20,
including heartattack, cancer, kidney fail-
ure, and stroke. This is distinct from health
insurance, which reimburses treatment
costs. The critical illness rider provides capi-
talthe family can deploy as needed, be it for
treatment costs not covered by health insur-
ance, for living expenses duringrecovery, or
torepay debt. Other riders include terminal
illness, accidental death benefit, and perma-
nent disability (both accidental and natural).

Most plans do not include riders. The ones
that do, generally opt for alow limit. In one
case, the base cover was two times the annual
cost to company, while the critical illness
rider was setataflatsumassured of10lakh.
A C-suite officer, that is, CXO of the company,
subsequently suffered a brain stroke and
had toleave hisjob. In such a scenario, the
critical illness sum assured is grossly insuf-
ficient relative to the income disruption the
family faces.

Employees should request a full schedule
of riders from their humanresources team.

Many are surprised tofind riders already in-
cluded in the base policy. Adding these at the
nextrenewal isrelatively straightforward.

Cover that outlasts employment

Employer-linked GTL has one structural
limitation: it ends when employment ends.
Alesser known alternative is the employer-
employee option for term life insurance.

These are individual term life plans paid
for by the employer and assigned to the em-
ployee. Asthese are individual plans, they
become employer-independent and renew-
able on the member’s own terms. Such plans
provide continuity for employees who move
across geographies, departments, or group
companies. During such transitions, the ben-
efits structure can vary significantly, thus
affecting the employee adversely. This option
is generally used for senior executives, where
consistentlife cover is importantregard-
less of the organisational transitions the
individual goes through. A term plan, under
the employer-employee ambit, provides the
employee with coverage that is entirely inde-
pendent of whichever entity they happen to
be employed with at any given time.

When employer is the beneficiary

While GTL is an employee benefit, that is,
a cover whose value flows to the employee’s
family, there is a parallel life insurance
instrument that matters for business conti-
nuity: keyman insurance. This isrelevant
for CXOs, founders, and critical employ-
ees. Under a keyman policy, the employer
purchasesalife insurance policy for a key
employee, whose absence would materially
impact the business. The employer pays the
premium and is named the beneficiary. If the
policy is triggered, the payout goes to the or-
ganisation, not to the employee’s family.
The sum assured is set toreflect the esti-
mated financial impact of losing that indi-

vidual—revenue atrisk, cost of finding
and trainingareplacement, disruption to
ongoing projects, or the value of client re-
lationships that may not survive the tran-
sition. For a startup, where two founders
drive all business development, or a
mid-sized firm, where one person holds
critical technical knowledge, keyman
cover can mean the difference between an
orderly transition and a financial crisis.

Though keyman insurance isnotan
employee benefit in the conventional
sense, itcan have an indirect benefit if
the employee holds significant equity
orsharesinacompany. If the keyman
passes away, the payout can enable the
company to buy back those shares from
the estate, providing the family with
liquidity ata difficult time. For organisa-
tions serious about business continuity,
keyman insurance deserves as much at-
tention as any other item in the insurance
portfolio.

The base GTL is where most organi-
sations start. The best ones don’t stop
there. Voluntary enhancement provides
affordable cover without underwriting
hurdles. Riders extend protection to dis-
ability and critical illness, events that
ruinfamilies without triggeringa death
claim. Employer-employee plans provide
continuity despite transitions, and key-
man insurance protects the organisation
itself. Individually, each of these instru-
ments addresses a specific gap. Together,
they represent a more complete approach
tolife and business continuity risk. For
HR teamsthathave treated GTLasaline
item, the question worth askingat the
nextrenewal is simple: Are we providing
asafety net, or just the appearance of one?

Please send your feedback to
etwealth@timesofindia.com
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LETS MAKE ANCTHER
DECLARATION-NO BORDER,
INCURSIONS AFTER_YOU
RETURN TO CHINA
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Many more Brics in

Global South wall

ia played the perfect host to the summit of Brics that is assuming

ing relevance in the current scenario of a world of conflicted geopol-

tics. All the internal contradictions in a grouping of nations that has

in its ranks a victim as well as perpetrator of one of two major wars

which are on today, were smoothed over in another show of Prime
ter Narendra Modi's personalised style of diplomacy.

The signing of the joint declaration of 11 nations and 10 partner countries
is to be viewed as a triumph of diplomacy even as Brics has matured after
20 years into a forum that a fair share of and political
clout and has learnt how to use it without having necessarily to step on the
toes of any super economic or military power.

The document may not have gone far enough to condemn unequivocally
the wars that are impacting the world economy, particularly nations that
are dependent on a free flow of oil and gas and goods and commodities
through the regular sea routes to the east. But that could be because Russia
is one of the key members and Mr Vladimir Putin was attending his first
Brics summit since Russia invaded Ukraine in 2022.

With China, India and Russia in the grouping, the forum could let out
what may appear to be a rant against the world order still dominated by
the West in most decision-making processes,

The document may besides the whimsical and unilateral ordering lETT
not have gone far of tariffs, sanctions and other tools used to dom-
enough to condemn inate the Llobal order as the occupant of the OW p aS e e
3 ‘White House is attempting to do. RA
"“‘?q"“"x?m the wars Mr Donald Trump was very much the elephant RITAB TA WRONG
impacting the world  in the room as the two-day summit brought out
economy, particularly a dec! arautl‘)l'aht.hat sﬁd sg m\:)(t:ih abo\:it vs;ha(hls o Mamata Banerjee’s Trinamul
ions dependent wrong with the world order today and why the r r c r] c - ol
mﬂw of oil, :: Global South should feel so offended by it. And e esu en e O S Congresg, and .‘ts rebel “amon
3935 yof the world needs the US, too, if only for its led by Ritabrata Banerjee have
and goods through the cconomic clout, if not for ifs military prowess each met the ECI. | do not find
sea routes to that seems to have had some doubts clouding it While he has openly tional financial institu- - i
the east after its war with Iran in which it seems to have tions with its dollar power. ~ aNY reasonable ground as to

had no compunction about bombing sites con-
taining material for nuclear fuel.

Given the trappings of drama in a summit of so many world leaders,
including the Secretary-General of the United Nations in the open session,
and a grand dinner whose menu did not embody the diverse flavours of a
truly international cuisine, India may still have managed it well enough.
It may not, however, have done enough to sort its own relationship with
China where a fundamental difference of opinion still exists on whether
advancing all round ties should get precedence over peace and tranquility
at the

The other major point over which India may not have progressed as
much as it would have liked to is the trade deficit with various members of
the bloc which are still in negative territory. The nation may have to pay
the price for playing host to Brics at a par tlcularly fraught time globally,
which might have come at the cost of looking after its own trade interests.

Balancing the import-export books is going to be a challenging task
which will have to be tackled progressively by following up on what may
be promised in bilateral meetings. The fact is India has emerged with its
image enhanced in a world that is getting more multipolar by the day but
so much remains to be done internally for the strength of the economy to
be reflected in welfare and jobs for many more people when the pop and fiz-
zle of grand summits fade.

Should Tata Sons go public?

he Reserve Bank of India’s decision to re]ect Tata Sons’ proposal to
Tsu.rrender its NBFC licence and obtain a waiver from the public list-
ing requirement upholds the principle of equality in the country and
strengthens the Central bank’s image of professionalism and impartiality.

Tata Sons is a private limited company in which an 81.6 per cent stake is
owned by charitable trusts collectively called Tata Trusts, while the
remaining 18.4 per cent is held by the Shapoorji Pallonji Group. Despite
being guided by charitable principles, Tata Sons is the country’s largest
business conglomerate, as it is the promoter of over 100 companies, includ-
ing 26 publicly listed entities.

Tata Sons is divided over the listing, with the heavily indebted SP Group
backing the proposal and Tata Trusts opposing it. The principal opponent
of the proposal is Noel Tata, the chairman of Tata Trusts, who believes that
a listing would subject Tata Sons to market pressure to pnormse prohts
and valuation, contrary to the foundational principles of Tata

The RBI's stand is entirely fair, as large groups such as Tata Sons. with
assets worth 32 lakh crore and an estimated valuation of around %10 lakh
crore, must open themselves to public scrutiny. Similarly, Noel Tata's
argument is also plausible. Tata Trusts has an impeccable record of sup-
porting India’s scientific community, while Tata Sons, under Ratan Tata,
took long-term and risky bets — neither of these approaches is likely to

favour with the markets.

If Tata Sons accepts the RBI's order, it will have to comply with Sebi’s list-
ing rules. The rules make it mandatory to dilute at least a 2.5 per cent stake,
worth 25,000 crore, immediately. It must dilute a 15 per cent stake within
five years and a 25 per cent stake within 10 years. Tata Sons, therefore, has
only two options — either comply with the RBI's regulations or challenge
its order in court.
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his column is be-
ing written even
as the New Delhi
Brics Summit is
still in progress.
The likely languags
joint statement to be issued
by Summit leaders has
been revealed in the joint
statement issued by Brics
finance ministers at their
meeting in Mumbai on

‘war in West Asia.

Then came the trans-
Atlantic financial crisis of
2008-09. The United States
took the initiative to con-
vene a meeting of the
Group of Twenty (G-20), an
informal grouping of the
finance ministers of 20 key
economies formed in the
aftermath of the Asian
financial crisis of 199798,

September 10. Under the at the heads of government
theme “Building for Resili- level. The initiative fora G-
ence, Innovation, Coopera- 20 Summit meeting was
tion and Sustainability”, taken by President Nicolas
the statement categorically ~ Sarkozy of France who con-
stated, “We continue to vinced President George
have serious concerns with ~ Bush that US convene a
the unilateral impositionof —meeting to deal with the
trade and financerelated financial crisis.

actions, including the rais- The US toyed with the
ing of tariffs and non-tariff ~ idea of expanding G-8 to G-
measures, which distort 9 by inviting China to the
trade and are high table, n

with World Trade Organis-  China’s potential role to

ation rules.” Reiterating
support for an open, trans-
parent, inclusive, non-disc-
riminatory and rules-based
multilateral trading sys-
tem, the Brics finance min-
isters decided to explore
the potential for cross-bor-
der payments in local cur-
rencies. President Donald
Trump has breathed new
life into Brics.

Brics began as —
Brazil, Russia, [ndm and
China —a group of ‘emerg-
ing economies’ as they
were dubbed by the
American firm Goldman
Sachs, that coined the
term. Russian President
Vladimir Putin immediate-
ly picked up the formula-
tion and took the first step.
A meeting of Bric finance
ministers met on the side-
lines of the United Nations
General Assembly in 2006.
There was no proximate
reason that year for such a
gathering. India was in the
midst of a lovefest with the
United States, Russia was
in fact a member of the
Group of Eight (G8) and
China and Brazil were
coasting along without any
serious concerns. The U
itself was still focused on a

help it steer out of the fi-
nancial crisis. Both Pre-
sidents Bush and Sarkozy
felt the creation of a G9
may upset other develop-
ing economies, especially
India, and so decided to ele-
vate the G-20 finance minis-
ters’ group into a heads-of-
government group. While
Brazil, China and India
welcomed the idea they
soon realised that the G-8
remained in place evenasa
G-20 was formed. Russia
was invited to join G-7 in
1997 in the western hope
that it would remain a sup-
plicant. It was evicted in
2014 when it invaded
Crimea,

It was President Putin
who took the initiative to
convene a Bric leaders’
summit on the sidelines of
a G20 meeting he was host-
ing in 2009. South Africa
was invited to join at the
second Bric summit in
China and thus Bric
became Bries. It was still a
talk shop articulating the
concerns of emerging
economies in the context of
the fallout of the trans-
Atlantic financial crisis.
The US and the European
‘Union were focused almost

targeted China and
Russia, the US
President has
bad-mouthed the
leaderships of
Brazil, India and
South Africa and
targeted each one
of the Brics
economies

entirely on graduating out
of the crisis and discovered
that they would not be able
to do so without Chi

help.

China's global relevance
came to the fore when it
became key to the resolu-
tion of the 2008-09 financial
crisis. US treasury secre-
tary Frank Paulson desper-
ately reached out to his
Chinese counferpart to
make sure that China
would not dump the large
stock of US treasuries it
was holding. China decided
to play ball and help stabil-
ise the dollar even as the
euro was going through
convulsions. The 2008-09 fi-
nancial crisis marked the
beginning of the decline of
Europe and the rise of Chi-
na in the global economy.

When Brics met in New
Delhi in March 2012, the
finance ministry, which
remained the convening
ministry for the group and
was then headed by Pranab
Mukherjee, came up with
the idea of setting up a
Brics bank that was named
as the Brics New Devel-
opment Bank (NDB). As
soon as the idea of a fund-
based institution was cre-
ated the group realised that
the national income of one
member was more than the
combined national income
of the other four. China
happily welcomed an Indi-
an initiative proposing that
NDB be located in China
but offered to make its first
chairman an Indian.

Those who today draw
attention to China’s so-
called ‘dominance’ within
Brics forget that in most
such plurilateral group-
ings there has always been

a ‘dominant’ member. The
US has always dominated
G-7 imposing its will on
other six member econo-
mies. It dominates interna-

When the US found Japan
emerging as the second
biggest economy and Jap-
anese exports into the US
market threatened Ameri-
can firms it forced Japan,
and along with it, Germany
and others, to accept a
depreciation of the US dol-
lar against their currencies
through what was called
the Plaza Accord and
signed at Hotel Plaza in
New York in 1985.

In international relations
money and weapons define
power. Indeed, US is the
dominant member of Nato,
with a defence budget that
exceeds the combined de-
fence budget of all other
Nato member countries.
The US has used its money
and muscle to assert its
global dominance in the
post-war era. When Ame-
rican allies like Japan and
Germany were beginni
to pose an economic chal-
lenge, the US used its po-
wer to keep them in line,
Even today they remain
occupied nations.

Quite understandably,
therefore, China has come
to dominate Brics. For this
reason, India’s interest in
Brics beg,an to flag until
Donald Trump came along.
Trump’s i eco-

why the Ritabrata camp has
been demanding that the own-
ership of the twin flower symbol
be vested with itself. Indeed, its
claim lacks a solid legal founda-
tion. While the Ritabrata camp
may command a majority within
the party’s organisational base,
this internal support does not
legally erase the rights of the
party's founder. From a legal
standpoint, Ritabrata and his fol-
lowers must follow the direc-
tives of Ms Banerjee, the rightful
owner of the symbol. If they
wish to separate, their legal
alternative is to establish a new
political party under a different
symbol.

Arun Gupta

Kolkata

RANK OPPORTUNISTS

THE UPCOMING byelections for the
Dharapuram and Madurantakam con-
stituencies in Tamil Nadu are a blatant
mockery of the democratic process. These
polls are absolutely unnecessary, forced
upon the puhljc snlely because elecled rep-
AIADMK

nomic sanctions and esca-
lating trade war against all
emerging economies has
united Brics. While he has
openly targeted China and
Russia, he has bad-mo-
uthed the leaderships of
Brazil, India and South Af-
rica and targeted each one
of the Brics economies.
the newly expanded Brics
he has been waging war
against Iran. He has not
spared other new members
including Indonesia, Ma-
laysia and Saudi Arabia.
The 18th Brics summit
was convened in New Del-
hi against this background.
A grouping that seemed to
be losing momentum has
suddenly found new life
being breathed into it by
the shared concerns of
member nations in the face
of brazen bullying by an
ageing super power.

Baruisa

Distinguished Fellow,
United Sex'wce Institution
of India and Takshashila
Institution

mandate they won and shamelesslv defect
tothe TVK. Wmnmganelectmn ononetick-
el only to resign and defect shortly after isa

found betrayal of public trust. It treats
the e)ectora[cs mandate like a disposable
commodity. Furthermore, it forces an
unfair and expensive cial burden on
the tax-paying public to fund byelections
that should never have happened. It is time
for citizens to demand strict accountability

m politicians.
R. Siv:

alumar
Chennai

HILSA VICTORY

TALK ABOUT an incredible twist of
culinary fate! Over the past two
months, India has sent nearly 500
tonnes of premium Hilsa across the
borderintoBangladmh marking the
first time the country has ever
exported the delicacy to its neigh-
bour. Who could have seen this
reversal coming? We might soon wit-
ness Bangladeshi fish-lovers eagerly
waiting on shipments of Gangar
ilish, matching the legendary passion
Bengalis have always held for

Padmar ilish!
Sourish Misra
Kolkata

Anita Anand S 1

Gen Z questioning
elders, and not just &
tradition... So is it a
new era for India?

ecently, there has been increased pushbark
against acoepted norms and customs in India.
An example is the birth and growth of the

ach Janta Party (CJP). During the

June-July protests in New Delhi this year, young peo-

ple demanded accountability from the Central govern-

‘ment for cancelling the medical entrance exams fol-
lowing a leak of the question papers.

One of the fallouts of these protests has been the
extensive mainstream and social media coverage
focused on wumens behaviour, including bad lan-
guage, usually the prerogative of men.

Ina wxdely circulated social media video, a 15-year-

old girl used expletives that shocked the Prime
Minister, prompting ssment and relentless
trolling, She was forced to go on social media to apolo-
m[wwﬂmg&e&mehﬁmstersuch names, He for-

we her, saying she was a child and that it was the
eldms responsmmty toguide their children and show
'm “the right pa

or weeks, ane Minister Modi and his ministers
remained silent, particularly on the protesters”
demand that the education minister resign over the
leaked papers. The government responded with force,
beating and water-spraying the protesters, and then
followed up by harassing and trolling them.

The youth movement, spearheaded by the CJP, is
also a pushback against decades of social norms and
traditions in which young people are patronised by
older adults across almost every sphere of life, begin-
ning with the ly. Age-old sayings such as “elders,
such as parents anﬂglandparents teachers and those
in authority, know best” have been questioned by

—+ oe o

individuals and groups. But at this point in history,
it's a movement.

Young people, minorities, women and those who are
disenfranchised are fed up with bemg told Lhey don't
Jknow better. And it’s not only in urban

Recently. a Hal'}ana khap panchayat decreed that
‘young women's phones should be smashed (nute not

same-sex

critique have taken on anew dimension. Theyama]so
more strategic, as the CJP movement has shown, in
mrgetmg incompetence in education and government.

ial norms are essential to the functioning of a
suciety providing individuals with unwritten rules of
conduct that guide behaviour across varied institu-
tions, such as the family, workplace, religious and

men’ s) that live-in and.
right, and that if people donot abide by these, they w;]l
be barred from living in their villages.

Khap panchayats are uommumty councils formed
on the basis of shared ling (gotra) or geographic
proximity. They lacklegallegmmacy ‘butoperate with
implicit support from political figures and local law
enforcement. They focus on preserving “community
hunour by rigidly enforcing social norms, particular-
Iy regardmg marriage, intercaste relatwnslups, and
women'’s roles in society. The khap panchayats have
been criticised for their archaic, anti-women, anti-
caste and reactionary stands.

But this time, the chall i has com

litical contexts. But these norms are not static; they
evolve over time, shaped by new economic, ci
md d::?lhnologjcal realities, and the old norms have to

Chall ld norms is essential to achieving
greater inclusivity, equality and acceptance of diverse
identities and realities. Pushing boundaries and initi-
ating discussions that lead to positive social change
are vital.

The evolution of social novms is evident, par

nately not a dominant factor in Indian school and col-

education because it isn't emphasised in govern-
ment-designed curricula. The primary aim been
and remains to obtain a degree, at whatever cost, to
ensure}obsecumyaudllsaccompanymgben its, b

frowned upon, seen as d:sloyalty to the institution to
‘which the individual belongs. It begins with the fami-
ly, which withdraws financial and emotional support.
Without a sufficient safety net, young people can
either break out on their own or return to the family,
at the cost of individual

And now, any chaJ.leng m auﬂlonty particularly

€ gover d practices, i
anti-national and unpatriotic,

However, Gm Z is d:ﬂ‘erent They have questioned
within and

ly in the widening intergenerational gap, which has
deepened over the past few decades. India’s develop-

ment path, maxjked by colonial Iegacxes post-

from within the villages, from Gen Z on social media,
who strongly object, stating that the personal choices
of consenting adults trump community custom. The
khap panchayat defended its diktat, saying it was a
suggestion that parents should control their children
and show them the right path. But children, who are
technically and otherwise adults, don't want to'be con-
trolled anymore.

Protests and questioning of social conventions and
politics are not new in India. However, with the
advent of social media and technological advances
that enable faster information sharing, protest and

building, the 199
reforms, and the digital rwolunon has produced
stark generational contrasf

Those born before the 19703 grew up in a society

dominated by joint families, caste hierarchies, and

patriarchal traditions. Those who came after, espe-
clally Millennials and Gen Z, were raised amid
transnational media, urban mobility, and neoliberal
reforms, making them more receptive to individual
choice, gender equality and alternative family struc-
tures, and more inclined to question traditional
norms. This comes from critical thinking,

Critical thinking, essential in education, is unfortu-

+

ushback
bevnnd msmutmns With the hmh of the CJP move-
nt, judges, bureaucrats and heads of institutions

who had prevnously deferred to the current govern-
ment’s diktats are now speaking out. Minorities have
grown more vocal.

In families, young people are challenging their par-
ents to quesnon the activities and beliefs of the BJP,

hich many of them voted for, Because the idea of
education as a major liberator for many Indian fami-
lies is too important to them, many parents who would
have opposed protests and accusations against the
government seem to be more open to reason.

Pushback is here to stay.

The writer is a development and
communications consultant
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Patent Office
proposes new
guidelines

The Indian Patent Office (IPO)
has proposed updating guide-
lines for examination of phar-
maceutical patent applications
to improve the quality, consis-
tency and uniformity of scruti-
ny, taking into account the
evolving interpretation of laws
by courts. It has issued draft
guidelines for examination of
pharmaceutical applications for
patent. Good patents are
essential for promoting innova-
tion and development.

1TC Limahod

ITC eyes new
segments like
frozen snacks

ITC is expanding Aashirvaad
beyond its core atta business
into newer food categories,
including ready-to-cook foods
and frozen snacks, as it seeks
to strengthen the brand’s
growth, a senior company offi-
cial said. Aashirvaad, which
began as a whole wheat atta
brand, now has more than 200
SKUs across staples, spices,
fresh foods and frozen prod-
ucts, with
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RBI move puts Tata Sons
stakeholders in spotlight

Listing could offer SP group an avenue to monetise part of its holding

RAVI RANJAN PRASAD
MUMBAI, SEPT. 13

The Reserve Bank of
India’s rejection of Tata
Sons’ request to surrender
its certificate of registra-
tion as a non-bank finan-
cial company and its
direction to comply with
rules applicable to an
NBFC in the upper layer
could pave the way for a
potential listing of the
holding company, creating
a significant value-
unlocking opportunity for
its minority shareholders,
including several listed
Tata Group companies
and the Shapoorji Pallonji
Group.

The Tata Sons board
meeting scheduled for
Sept. 17 assumes signifi-
cance as the group weighs
its response to the RBI's
directive for immediate
compliance, including list-
ing-related requirements.

Seven listed Tata Group
companies collectively
hold about 11.6-13 per cent
in Tata Sons. These
include Tata Motors (3.08
per cent), Tata Steel (3.06
per cent), Tata Chemicals
(2.53 per cent), Tata Power
(1.65 per cent), Indian
Hotels Company (1.11 per
cent), Tata Consumer
Products (0.43 per cent)
and Tata Investment
Corporation (0.43 per
cent).

With the stock market
closed on Monday for
Ganesh Chaturthi, shares
of these companies could
come into focus on

SEMICONDUCTOR
(0S RAISE $1.4 BN
IN EQUITY FUNDING

New Delhi, Sept 13:
India’s  semiconductor
sector has attracted $1.4
billion in cumulative
equity funding across 281
funded companies, with
nearly half of the capital
raised since 2025, accord-
ing to Tracxn data.

The sector raised $701
million in equity funding
since 2025, including $228
million in 2026 so far as
India seeks to build a
domestic semiconductor

on brand hitting 10,000 cr.

CSIE-IMMT to
lead 3207-crore
pilot project

CSIR-IMMT will lead a "207-cr
national pilot project to devel-
op India’s first direct reduced
iron (DRI) plant operating
entirely on hydrogen, aimed at
cutting emissions from steel-
making. The 20-tonne-per-day
facility has received in-princi-
ple approval from the steel
ministry and MNRE, with "113 cr
in government support under
the National Green Hydrogen
Mission. The rest will be funded
by consortium partners.

Manipal Health
plans expansion
In select states

Manipal Health Enterprises is
evaluating expansion opportu-
nities in Telangana, Keralam,
AP, and Chhattisgarh as it
seeks to deepen its presence in
select markets, according to its
FY26 annual report. The
healthcare group is also pursu-
ing inorganic growth across
Karnataka, Maharashtra and
Goa, including the Mumbai-
Pune corridor, as well as east-
ern India. The Group’s green-
field Juhu hospital project in
Mumbai is another key infra-
structure initiative.
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Indusny event Semicon
India 2026 is scheduled to
be held in New Delhi from
Sept. 17-19.

India has 3,557 semicon-
ductor companies. Sector
funding increased from
$49 million in 2021 to $473
million in 2025, implying
a 36 per cent CAGR over
five years.

Electronic manufactur-
ing services has attracted
the most funding since
2025 at $313 million, fol-
lowed by embedded hard-
ware at $51.9 million.

Power management
integrated circuits and
fabless  semiconductor
manufacturing were
among the other leading
business models. — PTI

JI0 CREDIT EYES
APPROVALS FOR
FUNDING BY DEC.

Mumbai, Sept 13: Jio
Credit's proposed 18,268
crore fund raise from
Bank of America (BoFA)
is expected to receive reg-
ulatory approvals by
December, with the capi-
tal infusion set to give the
non-bank lender a growth
runway of up to five times
its current assets under
management, Jio Finan-
cial Services MD and CEO
Hitesh Sethia said.

Jio Credit's AUM of
around 30,000 cr could
rise to as much as 1.5
lakh crore following the
investment, although this
is a f,rowth runway and
not a time-bound target,
Sethia said. The company
would not need fresh capi-
tal until its AUM reaches
that level, he said. — PTI
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WAY FOR POTEN

RBI rejects Tata
Sons' request to
exit the NBFC
framework

RBI asks Tata Sons to
comply with rules
applicable to NBFCs
in the upper layer

LISTING

about

66%

TATA SONS STAKEHOLDERS
Tata Trusts

Shapooriji Pallonji

18.37%

This puts the spotlight on

potential listing.
LISTING IMPORTANCE
FOR TATA Their Tata Sons

GROUP holdings coul

COMPANIES a market value

Tata Sons'

Seven listed Tata
companies about

11.6-13%

FOR SP GROUP

Id gain

s 18.37% stake

FOR INVESTORS: The listing

could make the value of Tata

TATA SONS
board
meeting on
Sept. 17

Tuesday as investors
assess the potential impli-
czmons of a Tata Sons list-

The Shapoorji Pallonji
Group, the largest non-
Tata shareholder, holds
18.37 per cent in Tata Sons
through Cyrus
Investments and Sterling
Investment Corporation,
with each hol g about
9.19 per cent. A listing
could provide the group
with an avenue to mone-
tise part of its holding,
either through the second-
ary market after listing or
an offer for sale as part of
the listing process.

The SP Group has for
years sought to monetise

s more transparent.

its Tata Sons stake amid
its debt obligations. Its
listed companies include
Afcons  Infrastructure,
Sterling and Wilson
Renewable Energy, Forbes
& Company and Gokak
Textiles.

The remaining roughly
66 per cent of Tata Sons is
held by seven Tata Trusts.

In its letter to Tata Sons
CFO Saurabh Agarwal,
the RBI rejected the com-
pany’s March 28, 2024
request for voluntary sur-
render of its certificate of
registration (CoR) to be
classified as an unregis-
tered core investment
company.

“After considering the

A listed Tata Sons could
provnde an avenue to mon

POTENTIAL IMPLICATIONS OF RBI'S DIRECTIVE AND THE COM-
PANY'S NEXT STEPS WILL BE CLOSELY WATCHED.

above and examining all
the relevant factors, we
advise that your request
for voluntary surrender of
CoR for being classified as
an unregistered CIC, can-
not be acceded to,” the RBI
said.

The central bank direct-
ed Tata Sons to take imme-
diate steps to comply with

apphcahle guidelines
for NBFCs in the upper
layer. The RBI's decision
effectively keeps Tata
Sons within the regulato-
ry framework applicable
to an NBFC in the upper
1ayer ng the compa-
ny's listing plans a key
issue for its board and
shareholders.

IBBI to tighten safeguards in
guarantor resolution cases

MADHUSUDAN SAHOO
NEW DELHI, SEPT. 13

Insolvency
Bankruptcy Board
India (IBBI) has proposed
tighter safeguards in the
insolvency resolution
process for personal guar-
antors, including barring
related parties of a guar-
antor from voting on a
repayment plan and mak-
ing asset valuation
mandatory.

The proposals, set out in
a discussion paper issued
on Sept. 12, come against
the backdrop of the insol-
vency case involving Essel
Group chairman Subhash
Chandra, in which credi-
tors were offered about
6.5 crore against claims
of roughly 222,006 crore
under a repaymem plan.

The IBBI has also pro-
posed requiring resolu-
tion professionals to iden-
tify and report any avoid-
ance transactions involv-

and
of

WY g

Insolvencyand

ing the personal guaran-
tor, including preferential,
undervalued, fraudulent
and extortionate credit
transactions. The regula-
tor has sought stakehold-
ers’ comments on the pro-
posals by October 3.
Under the proposed
changes, a related party of
a personal guarantor
would be assigned a “nil”
voting share. Currently,
an associate of the guar-
antor is barred from vot-
ing on the repayment

lan.

The IBBI also wants res-
olution professionals to
appoint registered valuers
to determine the fair and

realisable value of the
guarantor's assets. The
valuation report, along
with the repayment plan,
would have to be placed
before creditors.

e regulator has also
proposed that creditors’
deliberations and the rea-
sons for their decision on
a repayment plan be
recorded in the minutes of
their meeting. Where the
repayment amount is sig-
nificantly lower than the
admitted claims or the
estimated realisable value
of the guarantor’s assets,
creditors would have to
record the commercial
rationale for approving
the plan over initiating
bankruptcy proceedings.

Resolution professionals
would also be required to
examine whether the
guarantor had been party
to any avoidance transac-
tions and provide the info
to creditors before they
vote on repayment plan.

Sebi weighs changes to
expiry-day settlement

SEBI PROPOSES REVIEW OF CAS AND
DERIVATIVES FRAMEWORK

RAVI RANJAN PRASAD
MUMBAI, SEPT. 13

Securities and Exchange
Board of India (Sebi) has
proposed a review of mar-
ket timings and settle-
ment melhodologles for
derivative contracts fol-
lowing concerns raised by
market participants over
closing patterns since the
introduction of the clos-
ing auction system (CAS)
on August 3, 2026.

Sebi has  proposed
reviewing the existing
methodology for deter-
mmmg the settlement
price of index and stock
derivatives contracts on
expiry days.

The market regulator
has also proposed changes
to the timings for continu-
ous trade settlement
(CTS), CAS and deriva-
tives trading to better
align the market seg-
ments, Under the propos-
al, the trading period for
the derivatives segment
after the conclusion of
CAS would be reduced to
five minutes from the
existing 10 minutes. This
would allow CAS to end at
3.25 pm and derivatives
trading to close at 3.30 pm.

“Sebi's principle objec-
tive is provide greater
continuity between CTS
and CAS, with longer CTS
and retain existing CTS
duration and aligning
close of derivatives mar-
kets by 3:30 PM.” Sebi
said.

The regulator has pro-
posed retaining the flexi-
bility of the existing
plus/mmus 3 per cent
price band to avoid con-
straining price discovery
during CAS.

It has also proposed that
unexecuted "Teeberg”
orders outstanding at the
commencement of CAS
may be transitioned to
CAS as normal limit
orders.

An iceberg order is a
large single buy or sell
order split into smaller
sequential limit orders to
hide the true trade size
from the market.

CAS was introduced in
the equity cash segment of
stock exchanges for stocks
on which derivatives con-

Easier payments boost trade: EEPG

Kolkata, Sept. 13: EEPC
India on Sunday called for

common _agreement
among BRICS nations to
eliminate non-tariff barri-
ers and establish efficient
payment mechanisms in
local currencies to boost

ade,

EEPC India chairman
Pankaj Chadha said
around 75 per cent of
exporters’ problems could
be addressed by removing
such barriers and stream-
lining cross-border pay-
ments,

“While we have been dis-
cussing this for a while

Bank credit growth rises 19% in Aug

FALAKNAAZ SYED
MUMBAL, SEPT. 13

Scheduled commercial
banks® credit growth
accelerated to 19.1 per
cent year-on-year at the
end of August 2026, near-
ing a decade high, as loan
demand and stronger sys-
temic liquidity drove lend-
ing momentum in the first
five months of FY27.
According to the Reserve
Bank of India’s weekly
statistical  supplement,

credit growth was sharply
higher than the 10.3 per
cent recorded a year earli-
er, while deposit growth
rose to 17.8 per cent from
9.8 per cent. Outstanding
bank credit stood at 224
lakh crore as of August 31,
while deposits were at
%279 lakh crore.

Industry credit grew 22
per cent in July, while
services and retail loans
expanded 21 per cent and
17 per cent, respectively.
Vehicle finance was the

OpenAl rules out IPO this year,

Altman calls tim

California, Sept. 13:
OpenAl will not go public
tlm year as it focuses on
addressing safety con-
cerns surrounding artifi-

cial intelligence, chief
executive officer Sam
tman said.

Calling the current envi-
ronment an “ill-advised
moment” for an initial
public offering, Altman
said the Al company
would likely consider a
listing next year, accord-
ing to an interview pub-
lished on Saturday.

Altman also warned of
the risks posed by increas-
ingly capable artificial
intelligence systems, say-

ing ill-advised

ing companies should not

take actions that could

risk “losing control of the
fure to AI”,

His comments came as
Anthropic CEO Dario
Amodei and xAl co-
founder Elon Musk also
called for a slower pace of
Al development amid
growing concerns over its
potential risks.

OpenAl confidentially
filed for an initial public
offer in June, but has said
the timing of a listing
remains undecided.
OpenAl declined to com-
ment on Altman's latest
remarks.

— Bloomberg

B 1

strongest segment within
retail, growing 19 per cent,
while credit card growth
remained muted.

Deposit growth also
strengthened significant-
ly, rising from 12-13 per
cent in the first quarter of
FY27 to 17.8 per cent by

August. Higher FCNR(B)
inflows and incentives for
overseas and external
commercial borrowings
have improved banks’
access to foreign funding
and boosted liquidity.

“We expect growth
momentum to continue
before gradually moderat-
ing to mid-teens toward
the end of FY27, owing to
a higher base effect,” said
Nitin Aggarwal, research
analyst at Motilal Oswal
Financial Services.

PROPOSALS
Review setti

@ and stock derivatives

on expiry days.

' Review timings for CTS,
CAS and derivatives trad-
ing.

@ CAS to end at 3.25 pm.

® Derivatives trading to close

at 3.30 pm.

® POST-CAS derivatives
trading period

reduced to 5 minutes
from 10 minutes.

Retain existing 3%

price band during
CAS.

Unexecuted iceberg
orders may be shifted
to CAS as normal limit
orders.

meﬂwdology fur index

NEED FOR REVIEW

@ Concerns raised by
market participants after
CAS introduction on
August 3, 2026.

® Movements in
indicative index values
during CAS.
 Interaction between
cash and derivatives
markets during CAS.

o Significant movements
in certain index option
contracts nearing expiry.

Higher expiry- Extreme index volatil-
day volatility % ity since CAS intro-
during CAS. duction.

5

CAS closing price from a thinner cash market
being used to settle heavy F&O expiry contracts.

Sharp swil

unusual spi

in indicative closing prices and
es in options premiums.

Lower liquidity
during CAS.

Partly executed
large orders.

5

tracts are available, with
effect from August 3, 2026,
with the objective of fac:
itating efficient and trans-
parent price discovery of
the closing price of securi-
ties.

“The initial experience
with CAS and feedback
received from various
stakeholders and market
participants have accord-
ingly highlighted the need
to review a few aspects
related to CAS and settle-
ment methodology for
derivatives,” Sebi said.

The review has been pro-
posed in light of feedback
and concerns over move-
ments in the indicative
index value during CAS,
the interaction between
the cash and derivatives
markets during CAS, and
significant movements

K

now, it is time to move to
its execution,” Chadha
said, calling for a common
set of standards among
BRICS members.

BRICS accounts for
nearly one-fourth of glob-

observed in certain index
option contracts nearing

expiry, among other
issues, Sebi said.
Key concerns raised

include higher expiry-day
volatility during the CAS
period, extreme index
volatility since the intro-
duction of CAS, lower lig-
uidity during CAS and

partly executed large
orders.
Market participants

have also raised concerns
over  CAS-determined
closing prices from a thin-
ner cash market being
used to settle large futures
and options expiry con-
tracts. Sharp movements
in indicative closing
prices and unusual spikes
in opnons premiums dur-
ing expiry days have also
been flagged.

al trade, while engineer-

ing goods contribute
about 27 per cent of
India’s merchandise

exports. Brazil, China,
Indonesia, Saudi Arabia
and South Africa are
among the key BRICS des-
tinations for Indian engi-
neering exports.

EEPC India said greater
regulatory harmonisation
and simpler trade proce-
dures would reduce com-
pliance costs for exporters

help Indian engineer-
ing firms expand their
presence across BRICS
markets. PTI

EU pact gives India 1.64 MT
of annual steel export quota

New 13: India
will get country-specific
ariff-rate quotas (TRQs)
totalling 1.64 million
tonnes a year for steel
exports to the European
Union under the proposed
free trade agreement,
according to the draft text
released by the EU.

Of the total 1.64 million
tonnes, 946,616 tonnes
will be available under the
most-favoured-nation

(MFN) component and
6,94,853 tonnes under the
FTA component.

The quotas cover rolled
sheets, coated steel, stain-
less steel, rebars, wire
rods, pipes and tubes.
India cur; rently exports
about 4 MT of steel annu-
ally to the EU.

The TRQs come against
the backdrop of the EU's
Steel Overcapacity
Regulation. —PTI

| NEW | WAVE |Projects underway to support memory, networking, cooling

AT chip demand to stay intact

California, Sept. 13: Al
executives’ calls to slow
the pace of advanced AL
development could weigh
on chipmakers and other
AL ed stocks in the
near term, but the impact
is likely to be limited as
demand for computmg
infrastructure  remains
strong, analysts said.
Anthropic CEO Dario
Amodei has called for the
industry to slow develop-
ment of its most advanced
models and said the com-

pany would introduce
additional safeguards,
including  independent

third-party evaluations.
OpenAl CEO Sam Altman
backed the proposal, while
xAI co-founder Elon Musk
said, “Dario is right.”
Investors said the calls
could trigger some selling
in semiconductor and Al
stocks as markets assess
whether slower model
development will affect
earnings. However, strong
demand for chips, power
and computing capacity
could limit the weakness.
Allinked stocks have
already faced pressure
over concerns about huge
infrastructure spending

+

R

and whether returns will
justify the investment. The
Nasdaq 100 is down more
than four per cent from its
June record, while a US
chip-stock gauge has fallen
14 per cent and Asian tech
stocks eight per cent.

Some investors said a
slower development cycle

could benefit the sector by
allowing companies to
generate returns from
infrastructure  already
being built. “It does not
really ge the money
being spent on chips,
power and infrastruc-
ture,” said Global X strate-
gist Billy Leung.

Analysts expect demand
for memory, networking,
cooling and power equip-
ment to remain supported
by projects already under-
way. SK Hynix futures
were down about 2.5 per
cent in Singapore on
Sunday. — Bloomberg
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Orangutan Trail

ive baby orangutans turning up in an Odisha forest
should not be treated as an oddity of the animal
kingdom. I warning about the reach of international
wildlife trafficking and. potentially, about India’s place in
that llicit trade. The animals could not have reached Balasore

Growing up online

Perhapsthemostsensible
approachisneitheracomplete
technologicalprohibitionnor
unrestrictedaccess. Children
needdigital childhoods, but
theyalsoneedreal childhoods.
Parentscanbeginwithsimple
es:keepingpl
duringmealsandhomework,

away

naturally. They belong to s thousands of
away in Indonesia and Malay heir discovery together,
without adults, points overwhelmingly towards human
lrdmpona ion. Their apparent familiarity with people makes

S ity of ity before abandonment even harder to
Whal makes the case significant is the emerging
n connection.

Indonesia has entered discussions with Indian authorities
and sought the return of the animals if their Indonesian origin is
established. Preliminary assessment has reportedly raised the
possibility that they are Sumatran orangutans, although DNA
testing will be necessary to establish their provenance
conclusively. That distinction matters. It would be premature to
declare that Indonesia is the source of this particular
consignment, still less to identify those responsible. But the
possibility deserves serious investigation because it could
reveal something considerably larger than an isolated
smuggling episode.

Indian investigators are examining whether the animals
travelled by road and whether Odisha was a transit point rather
than their intended destination. The location near the West
Bengal border is important. If the animals entered India through
the Northeast or another international route and were
subsequently moved through West Bengal and Odisha, the case
could exposea trafficking cnmdnr that has so far remained
largely invisible. There is also a disturbing economic logic
behind such trafficking, Orangutans are crilica]ly endangered.
difficult to obtain legally and highly desirable to collectors of
exotic animals. Their rarity increases their value precisely
because their capture is illegal. The five infants therefore
represent not merely wildlife but commodities in an

blishingscreen-freeperiods
beforebedtime, turningoff
unnecessarynotificationsand
discussingwhat children
encounteronlineratherthan
simplypolicingtheirdevices.
Mostimportantly, adults
shouldmodelthebehaviour
theyexpectfromchildren.Itis
difficulttopersuadeachildto
stopscrollingwheneveryadult
aroundthemisdoingprecisely
thesamething

here was a time when a child’s
social world was largely confined

em.oungg eating- disordered helmviur (cg,

purging ise)
:hnuld be minimized, reported.and removed;
moreover, technology should not drive users
to this content.”

Thisdistinction s crucial. A child watching
an educational video for twenty minute:
not experiencing social media in the same
way as a teenager spending three hours
comparing appearance, popularity and
lifestyle with carefully curated images of
peers and influencers. Psychologists are
LspLCldll) concerned ahoul soual

Childs

thundcnuucqand :clf esteem. Constant

to the school, the
playground and the family home.
Today, much of that world fits inside a
snmrtphonc Fnendshlps are made and

dt
arrives through endless scrolling; approval
is measured in likes, shares and followers,
Social mediahas become animportant part

international black market. India has strong wildlifc
legislation and agencies tasked with combating wildlife crime.
Yet ]cglslauon is only as effective as the intelligence, border
capagcity and international cooperation
1g network capable of moving five infant
creatures across national borders is unlikely to depend on
l.l.“pr()VlSﬂllOﬂ alone. It reqlu.res transport, lcrmcdlancs,
‘money and buyers. That is why the investigation should not end
with identifying whoever abandoned the animals in Balasore.
Authorities should reconstruct the entire journey: where the
orangutans originated, how they entered India, who transported
them, who financed the movement and where they were
suppaosed to go. The Indonesian request for repatriation adds an
important diplomatic dimension. India and Indonesia have
close strategic relations, but wildlife crime offers a different kind
of test of bilateral cooperation. If these animals are proved to
have originated in Indonesia, their return should become part of
a wider effort to dismantle the network that removed them from
their natural habitat. The tracing of the animals has given Indian
authorities something more valuable than five rescued animals:
a possible trail. The real test is whether they follow it all the way
toits source ~ and its intended destination.

Pentagon Purge

he most consequential question raised by the turmoil
at the Pentagon is not whether Pete Hegseth has the
authority to remove senior military officers. A civilian
secretary of defence ~ or war ~ must have that authority.
‘The question is what happens when personnel changes become
amechanism for enforcing conformity rather than
impl ing policy. Since his position, Hegseth has
removed or sidelined an extraordinary number of senior officers.
The latest departures include Army Secretary Dan Driscoll, who
had been closely involved in an ambitious programme to
reshape the Army, Gen. Randy George, the Army’s chief of staff,
and Gen. Chris Donahue, another senior commander.

The cumulative effect is more important than any individual
dismissal: a substantial part of the Army’s senior leadership has
been disrupted while America is engaged in active conflict.
There is a legitimate argument behind Hegseth’s transformation
agenda. The American military has accumulated L\PL’H\']\'C
legacy systems, ¢ procurement and
layers of b y. Ukraine has d d how quickly
drones, artificial intelligence, electronic warfare and
commercially available technology can alter warfare. The
Pentagon cannot respond to those changes by protecting every
existing institution and weapon system.

Yet reform becomes hazardous when professional
disagreement is treated as disloyalty. The irony is that Driscoll
and George were themselves pursuing significant
transformation. The Army had been experimenting with new
approaches to drones and autonomous systems and studying
lessons from Ukraine. Their removal therefore cannot simply be
explained as the triumph of reform over an entrenched military
establishment. It also reﬂccu. a smlgg}e over who delmm
reform, and which are to
i it. That distinction matters because military
organisations depend on candour. Generals are not supposed to
be independent political actors, but neither are they pol
appointees. Their value to civilian leaders lies partly in their
willingness to explain operational realities that may be
inconvenient or unpopular.

If officers come to believe that disagreeing with the secretary
can end their careers, the resulting institution may become more
obedient but less useful. Senior commanders can learn to
anticipate what political leaders want to hear. Thatis a
pdmcul‘u'ly «.Luu,emus form of institutional decay because it is
ision goes wrong. The timing

makes the experiment riskier still.
The United States is fighting Iran while confronting Russia,

ofc andac
evidence suggests that its benefits come
ith

The question is no longer
chﬂdrcn should use social media. It is how

Iy pcrlut
bodies, beautiful homes expensi
ssessions and exciting lifestyles can

pos:
create the impression that everyone

creativity, civi Itural excl

and access to educational resources. The

real concern, therefore, is unregulated and
et : A

d
that concern has increasingly moved from
psychologists' offices into the courtrooms
of many western countries, including the
United States.
lor e\ampl: across the United States,
iled against

primarily orshould
child w eul)ung be the overriding principle?
‘There is no single answer. Parents have an
important mle. but parental responsibility
cannot carry the entire burden. Schools
must teachdigital literacy and help students
recognise m«nipulalion misinfnmlatiun
[

cl oluglsl\ can help children develop
J and healthy patterns

um;onedmulugy companies

of lechnulog) use.

The pl.unulls ~ including

mlety sl.md'uds and demand greater

e, parents, school

dmncls and government

Platforms [hemsclveﬁ must build stronger

much, how early
they should use it. Psy ai

globe are repe.dledly warning that th.ldl’ell
andad

Iren
tainment else is happier and more successful DATTA and adolescents and
The resulting gap between one's real life contributed tomental-health
and the idealised online world can Thewriteris problems. Such courtroom
contribute todissatisfaction, anxiety and Assistant battlesaresignificantbecause
ence-~butgrowing  low self-esteem. Professorin they change the nature of
The problem is intensified by the English, the public conversation.
ignificant paychologlca] and social deblgnohnanvp]allonns Notifications, Pritilata The issue is no longer
hether  rec ions, autoplay, short videos, added: simply whether parents
likes and lised feeds enc Iy should tell children to put
vhm usersto d.Foradeveloping Nadia their phones away. Plaintiffs
across the  brain, thei anotificati argue that responsihi]ily
or positive reaction can be particularly shouldalso fallupon i
powerful. G what begins as whose busmess models depend upon

to the pressures crc.ncd by social media.
The American Psychological Association
(APA), in its health advisory on adolescent
social-media use, does not argue that social
media is inherently harmful. It recognises
thatonline platforms can help young people
maintain fnmdshlps find communities,
expresstt | btain information.

Therecent case

may grachuallyt
checking bordering on addiction.

Another major concern is sleep. Children
who take their phones to bed may continue
serolling long after they should be asleep.
Notifications and the anticipation of new
messages can keep the brain alert. Gleep
deprivation, in turn, canaffect

ofa lechnulugv giant paying $18 billion to
settle lawsuits against its social media
platformsand the harmit causes tochildren
due to its addictive algorithms highlights
that thereis agrowing awareness that social
medm pla[forlm impact childhood in

Butitalso stresses that the impact depends
onthechild's developmental stage, individual
characteristics. the nature of online activity

memory,emotional regulation and academic
performance. Thus, the damage may not
arise from one particular post or v ideo hul
fromalifestyl

ways.

These developments should not be
misunderstood asaju declaration that
socm.l mcdm causes every instance of

y
and the social surrounding
the child.

Significantly, APA states, “To reduce the
risks of psychological harm, adolescents’
exposure to content on social media that
depictsillegal or psychologically maladaptive
behavior, including content that instructs
orencourages youth to engage in health-risk
behaviors, such as self-harm (e.g., cutting,
suicide), harm to others, or those that

I The Korea Herald

the smartphone. Yet it would be simplistic
to declare social media the enemy.
For many young people, especially those

anxiety ur self-h: Human

these  privacy effecti
plall’orm\ were designedin safer i d
ways [hdx enc()uragtd parental controls.

Perhaps the most sensible approach is
neitheracomplete technological prohibition
norunmsmned aCCess. Chﬂdrmnced digital

s, but

Parents can begin with simple measures:
keeping phones away during meals and
homework, establishing screen-free periods
before bedtime, turning off unnecessary
notifications .md dm’uasm{, g wh i thlern
encounter policing
theirdevices. Most nuponamly adultsshould
model the behaviour they expect from
children. It is difficult to persuade a child to
stopscrolling when every adult around them
is doing precisely the same thing,

The deeper lesson is that technology
should serve childhood ~ not redefine it. A
healthy childhood requires sleep, play.
conversation, physical activity, face-to-face
friendship, boredom, imagination and the
freedom to make mistakes without an
audience of thousands.

The American social media debate ~ and
the rapidly expanding courtroom battle
against the technology giants ~ suggests
(114( QOCIC() is bcgmnmg to recognise a

behaviouris e lex. Mental
healthis influenced by family ci

| principle: children are not

genetics, poverty, ci\dcn1i& pressure, peer

merely sumers. They are developing
human beings who deserve an online

online communities can provide friendship
and emotional support. Children with

ldLu)l
i debate
ion, rather than mcrely association.

particular interests can find c ities
that may not exist in their i 1i

surroundings. Social media can also promote

used extensively by children be designed

Far right’s war on modern architecture

Ithough the far-right Alternative

for Germany (AfD) has been

surgingin the polls for two years,

it has been kept from power by
other parties' refusal to enter governing
coalitions with it. But since this “firewall”
relies on the AfD never winning outright
majorities, it could be fatally undermined
by this weekend's state election in
Saxony-Anhalt.

True,evenifthe AfD can formagovemment
in Saxony-Anhalt, it will not be able to do
much about its current preferred topic:
migration policies and refugee law. But
Germany’s 16 federal states (Lander) do
have wide-ranging authority over culture
and education policy. and itis here that the
AID's program has been most revealing
(and revolting).

Far-right populists always wage cuiture
wars, Though they sometimes try to take
advantage of cost-of-living crises or other
economic challenges, pedd]mg the idea
that they alone represent what they call

the “real pcople" is their core

hul of a weakness ol' wi]l that stems | l'rum
< 5 (T

designed with their wellbeing
in mind. The chnllenoc hgforc parents,

technology comp’
next generation grows up Not as prisoners
of the' screen, but as masters of it.

Ifg [,l\m power, ILV\ould 1 require every new

thatonly

support to

citizens with 1h<. “right” " characteristics
qualify, they never miss an opportunity to
push for the “remigration” not only of
refugees but also of “unreal” or “fake”
citizens, meaning those from the wrong
ethnic background (or even

These defects suppowil) have mlluml”

rd]ccl what it considers a recugnuabl)

roots, namely a “tradition of
tradition”thathas Icﬁlhemunm defenseless
against “rainbow i

ythatapparently
ducs not mclude the state’s own most

If things go its way, the AfD hopes to
m'ﬂ\c Saxony-Anhalt a model of

g qmc iy Wl (S siiski oo
Given their fixation on q’m Germanway” (deutschdenken), which

questions of identity, far-right
parties can keep changing their
economic agenda ~ veering
from neoliberalism to support
for a strong welfare state ~
without ceasing to be far right. Only by
changing their tune on refugeis “and

truly bec

polmcal entity.

Thisbrings usback tothe AfD's program
forSaxony-Anhalt. The AfD cleverly accuses
what it calls the establishment parties
(Altparteien) not of corruption or malice,
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Never again

Sir, The Allahabad High Courts order
quashing the preventive detention of a
student activist should be read carefully,
not )\m by the Gautam Buddha Nagar

HCorder,arejarring, A noticeunder Section
130 of the BNSS, issued before the activist's
arrest, carried a general diary number that
could only have been generated after taking,
her into custody.

‘When the shameful fabrication of records

ion wh cameunder

China and the rapidly changing character of warfare. The
Pentagon simultaneously needs continuity in command and the
freedom to challenge assumptions. Hegseth may ultimately
succeed in making the military leaner, more technologically
capable and less bureaucratic. His critics may also be wrong
about the consequences of his personnel decisions. But reform
cannot be judged solely by how decisi secretary imposes it.
The real test is whether the reformed institution becomes better
at thinking, adapting and telling uncomfortable truths. A
powerful secretary can replace generals. He cannot quickly
replace the institutional knowledge those generals accumulated.
And that is the gamble now being taken at the Pentagon.

sharp censure, but also by bureaucrats and
police officers too eager to please their
political masters by slapping draconian

ackdrop of the lower judiciary
oftendraggingits feeton politically sensitive
cases, the judgment also act as a reference
for how courts must treat stringent laws as
extraordinary provisions that should be
used sparingly and backed up by evidence,
not as instruments to obstruct dissent.
The facts of the case, as laid out by the

had no answer.

Thejudiciary must not usestrict provisions
aslevers ofexecutive overreach. In warning
that some officers who forget their oath to
lheLonslimljonnsl\nfdudngUlmrPrad&h
to “an Orwc]lmn Dystopia”, the court has

/INN

means opposing the current regional

school).

Attacks on modern architecture are not
apeculiarity of the German farright. From
former Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor
Orban to US President Donald Trump,
who has issued multiple executive orders
to make classicism lhe preferred stvle of
new federal buildings, far-right leaders

forartistic freedomand modernideas.

Founded in Weimar but eventually
relocated to Dessauin Saxony-Anhalt,
the Bauhaus school of art, design and
architecture is still remembered fondly for
remarkable buildings like those designed
by Walter Gropius in Dessau during the
mid-1920s.

But according to the AfD, Bauhaus
repreacnls “anti-German art,” meaning

have long sought to transform the built
environmenttoreflect what they regard as
proper national traditions.
Their reasons are varied. For starters,
i | i

under Turkish President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan to the prominent Hindu temples
commissioned by Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, provides tangible, widely
visibleclues as to who “the real people” are

tobe.

anttobeGerman

ribe th

of officers in charge of governing the
world’s largest democracy. It cannot be

pujac which was ctive
and weakened the state exchequer. The
present government is trying to stop this
drain of expenditure so that the state

allowed again.
Yours, etc., Sanjay Chopra,
Mohali, 9
Encouraging

Sir, The report “After CM nudge, seven
big-ticket pujas opt out of Rs.1 lakh grant”,
published today, is enccumguﬂ This

economy can be revived.
Ifth ilised forstructural
development, such as roads, transport,
drinking water, health centres, primary
schools, toilets, etc, it will be more meaningful
3 - - .
money for
I thank the Puja committees who decided
to forgo the Puja grant.
Not en[.,dg,mg, in polmLs over whether

und

approach,

oﬂjc.u's toprefer narrow career and political
concerns over the needs of the country's
founding document.

It is a shame that a constitutional court
had to use a global totem for repression

epaper.thestatesman.com

at the call of CM suvendu Adhikary, will
encourage other organisations and clubs
toexplore their duty lowzu‘ds the state and
its future economic development.

Crores of rupees were spent on grants to

egetarianor

food during Durga Puja celebrations, we

mustdevote our mindstothe development
of Bengal.

Yours, ete., Mihir Kanungo,

Kolkata, 9 September.
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Economic siege may not defeat Iran

ADVITYA MADAN

he United States” new
economic offensive against
Iranmay prove less decisive
than Washington hopes. On
August 24, the U.S. announced
“Operation Economic Outcast”,
imposing sanctions on 60 individuals,
entities and ships across five sectors
of Iran's economy, from digital assets

contest with China. Aggressive
pressureon Chinese institutions risks
turning the crisis into another arena
of US-~China rivalry.

Iran believes the political clock
favours it. Only 31 per cent of Americans,
according to the latest survey, support
continued military action against
Iran. With the November midterm
elections approaching, Trump has
trong i > confrontation

to shipping The move seeks
concessions without opening another
military front. But can economic
press ireachieve what military force
and diplomacy have failed todeliver:
a negotiated settlement of Iran's
nuclear programme?

ince 1979,
Iran has built mechanisms tocircumvent
them. China is the crucial example.
Despite American sanctions, it buys
about 90 per cent of Iran's crude
exports, often ata discount of about
$12abarrel. Iran also relies on shadow
banks and tankers. The damage is
severe. The rial has weakened sharply
since January. War damage toindustry
and refineries has contributed to fuel
shortages, while inflation has reached
88 per cent. Iranian oil exports have
fallentoa new low. Tehran hasabout
80 million barrels outside Hormuz,
but sanctions make them difficult
to monetise.

Yet greater pressure may produce
diminishing returns. Eveniif Washington
imposes secondary sanctions on
Chinese banks, Iran could use its
own payment systems for ofl transactions.
Beijing has warned that the new
sanctions threaten global growth
and financial stability and has vowed
to protect its legitimate interests.
Washington will therefore be cautious
about confronting China. Beijing’s
restriction of rare-earth supplies last
year demonstrated the potential cost
of economic retaliation and was
followed by President Donald Trump's
effort toimprove relations with China.

This exposes a contradiction in
the American strategy. Washington
wants tochoke Iran's economy without
turning the confrontation into a wider

without appearing to concede defeat.
"Tehran understands this constraint.
Keeping oil prices above $80 could
increase pressure on the White House

through higher energy costs.
Hormuz provides Iran another
source of leverage. Tehran has been
close toan arrangement with Oman
under which ships crossing the strait
would pay tolls. This could increase
pressure on Washington to enforce
its embargo. But further U.S. attacks
could damage American credibility
without producing a decisive result.
The central unresolved issue is
nuclear. Iran’s nuclear programme
and stockpile of fissile material remain
bllh\["m[ldll intact. When Trump
Taunched “Epic Fury”, the expectation
was that mlhm( pressure would
‘weaken the Iranian regime and compel
it to abandon its nu«.]ur .uuhluons
|

* E‘ OPERATION

ECONOMIC

OUTCAST

The Yemen front strengthens [Lm
perception. The Houthis h: i

by alternating between reformists
and hardliners. The new generation

Saudi ports, airports and refineries.
Their objectives are economic and
strategic: securing payments for
Yemeni civil servants, lifting restrictions
on flights and shipping, and obtaining
a greater share of revenues from
Yemen's oil exports. Since 2014, they

of Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps commanders appears more
action-oriented, security-focused
and results-driven. Mohsen Rezaci
is the new national curl

while Ahmed Vahidi and Hosiun
Taeb represent the harder security

When that failed

have rtk tern Yemen,

sanctions reliefand billions ofdo[Lu‘s
ininvestment, hopmg,'[ehmn would
open Hormuz and give up its nuclear
programme. That too failed. The
economic offensive is now being
used to achieve what force and
inducements have not.

The June MOU was significant. It
offered Iranan end to US. opposition,
protection for its pro: sanctions
relief, the unfreezing of il revenues
and $300 billion for reconstruction.
In return, Iran would have had to
eschew its nuclear programme and
open Hormuz. President Masoud
Pezeshkian wants Washington to
return to the understanding. It
demonstrates that a negotiated exit
ssible. The difficulty is that
Tehran now believes its bargaining
position has improved.

including Sanaa and much of the
western coast. Geography and military
adaptation favour the Houthis. They
operate from defensible highlands
and use mines, caves, bunkers and
tunnels. They have access to fibre-optic
drones that are difficult to jam. In
2025, they shot down seven U.S.
Reaper drones and nearly hit American
fighter aircraft. Last month, they
reportedly brought down a Turkish-made
Bayraktar drone operated by Saudi
forces and have begun duelnpmg
their own drones. Pressure on Iran
can now reverberate across hoth the
Gulfand Red Se:

Iran’s leadership adds another
complication. The emerging
establishment differs from the model
associated with Ayatollah Ali Khamenei,
who balanced competing interests

establish even senior leaders
are consolidating power, while
Mojtaba Khamenei has remained
absent from public life. The new
leadership therefore appears more
uncompromising than its predecessor,
although its longer-term direction
remains uncertain.

ForWashington, the blockade may
be less a route to victory than an
attempt to avoid another war. Iran
may still negotiate, but its new
leadership is unlikely to accept
coercion without demanding substantial
financial and strategic compensation.
The MOU offers a possible exit
because it contained major economic
incentives. Washington must use
that opening without appearing to
reward resist

For Indm [ht 1mplx ations are

seilimscllimasilinsT

threatens oil prices, shipping through
Hormuz and maritime commerce
through the Red Sea. India’s energy
security and trade are therefore
vulnerable to developments beyond
its control. Chinas u)nunumg, purchase
of Iranian oil could make the crisis
anotherarena of US-China competition,
complicating India’s calculations.
Economic coercion can weaken
Iran without resolving the nuclear
question. Decades of sanctions have
forced Tehran todevelop alternative
financialand mdmg channels, WhllC
China provi
outlet. M
eliminated Iran's strategic capabilities,
and diplomacy has yet to bridge the
fundamental dispute. For lndm
therefore. the significance of the
U.S. economic siege lies not simply
in whether Washington canimpose
greater painon Tehran, but in whether
it can convert that pressure into a
political settlement without turning,
the Gulf, Hormuz and the Red Sea
intoa wider strategic confrontation.

The wri

;.  retired Brigadicr of the Indian Army, is
tics, international and defence

alfairs.

IT CAME TO MIND | MANISH NANDY

Our fragile relations

elationships are like crystal

vases, beautiful but brittle.

They trill and thrill. and

then, suddenly, they are

no more. Or, worse, they subsist as
a flimsy facsimile of the real thing,
robbed of real spirit and meaning,
That is a paraphrase of what my
friend, Dan Glover, told me yesterday.
He should know. He has married
thrice and, by all accounts, had other
earnest relationships a larger number
of times. A lanky. loose- limbed guy.
Dan works withthe porlaulhonllec
in my town and became my friend
only because we have occasionally
split tacos at the Mexican bistro

wisecracking man
who seems at his best when sipping
beer in the portico of his Sullivan
Island home. He peered at me over
his glass and said something that
sounded like the Wizard of Oz,
“Longing for somebody makes you
run, running makes your heart pound,
and heartbreak lends you sense.”

L asked Dan to elaborate.

“When 1 met Diana, I couldn’t
think of anything else. She was
dazzling, and 1 lusted for her. I had
cared for other women, but they
faded into the background when I
met Diana. She seemed unique.
Being with her was magical.

“How something that magical can
evaporate I cannot explain. But it

Crossword | No. 293580

did. One day. as she walked in the
front door, Ilooked at herand asked
myself: why did she mean so much
She didn'tany longer
and I had no clue as to why. When
we parted, it was bitter and acrimonious.

“Five years later, | met Demi at a

as an accountant. It wasn't an
explosive encounter; it was more
like a long-exposure photo shoot.
We met several times in different
circumstances. We became companions,
then friends, and at long last, spouses.

“Two years ago, she left me. No
bitterness, just a quiet withdrawal.
We calmly negotiated the details
like the house and cars. She married
my boss. 1 acted decent and even
attended the wedding - though the
hurt was acidic and (\l)ldmg

I could do no better than say the
obvious, L1
SUppOSe. )anpmlmd himselfanother
can of beer, “No, it is not. The first
thing it breaks is your sublime poise:
you realize you aren't so irresistible
after all. The second and infinitely
more hurtful thing to crack is your
self-concept. Sonmom:\vhm:amcckm

lllustration by : Debabrata Chakranartv

yourself you have never had before.
We all draw succor and satisfaction
from others’ praise; those words build
us up. A look of approval and a clap
of admiration make us feel tall and
strong, Then comes acl

to be our priority while allowing
ourselves to be their option. But
how do we know we have slid so far
down as to be someone’s option?
-\nd how do we resist someone

ing our top priority? When

like a pitiless mirror. It forces us to
see things we have long overlooked.
We face our nmpdneme and impiety,

toyou, lived with you,
with you,and then shockingly decided
shecould dowithout you.She preferred
indeed to walk aw

“It took a long and agoniz
toabsorb that lesson. Every relationship
is a mirror. It gives you a glimpse of

e noticeour obstinacy

‘And the final blow of separation.
Itis the rejection that was nowhere
in our universe of discourse. It is
almost as if we had clay feet and
did not know it. Mark Twain advised
that we should not allow a person

you talk of relationships, we live in
aworld of supreme hazards.”

It was my turn to quote the Wizard
of 0z, who said to the Tin Man who
didn’thave a heart and wanted one,

"Hearts will never be pmcuc al until
they are made unbreak

surge for the next wonderful relationship,
for the one love that would make all
pain bearable and all hope sustainable.”

Hardly had he finished his words
when the curtain parted and emerged
a slender woman from the portico.
Her confident steps and broad smile
told me she was no stranger to Dan’s
home. I stood up, took her hand
and gazed at her radiant face. Instantly,
I'knew what makes us bearall pain
and live forever in hope.

Dan smiled and said, “Our hearts,
fragile as they are, will crack and
weep and mourn, but once again

The writer s a US-bused International
deyelopment advisor and had worked with the
Warld Bank, He can be reached at
mnandy@gmail.com

NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters in the words required. (By arrangement with The Independent, London)

Last Saturday’s Solution '

ACROSS

A Sikh on vacation severe anxiety largely ©
engaged by, for (56 appearing in (s) 16 Hype ina rogue
instance, leisurely 18 Fine writing opening passage 5 A tune played with when seizing power
walk (6) graphically () levity as a possible produces moment
4 Abelief in reform represented (11) 27 South American result (11) of revelation
around Swedenis 21 Where one might dictators, not a 6 Wild prank in sea,
likely (8) see polar bears model of industry, not a feature of 17 Only just how one
9 Asecondseabirdon  waiting in are lecherous types yachting? (9) measures rainfall?
the back of a liner, readiness? (2,3) ® British comedienne (26)
ay (6) 22 Father messed up a dropping veryold 19 Reportediy, pull top
10 What initiates pinny when DOWN sitcom actor thing for protecting
disquiet about grabbing good item (8) aboot (8)
fellow in computing in the kitchen 1 Fall to keep 8 Former partner 20 Man in Rome
etc for certain (8) X appointment with leads number regularly toured
11 Bodies not disposed 24 Caught a place for fast of mandarins in wanting hotel in showing patience,
to make a useful surgery in the US Whitehall etc (5-3) English city perhaps
contribution lackingamedical 2 matter overlooked 6) (6)

@

finer vendors (5)

14 Captain altered
course in fit of right

(2,4,3) tube (8)
Bottle stocked by 25 Disruption where
one might play

volleyball? About 3

t (6)
26 Rule nut contralto

moment in a court?

See eye to eye with
a native of Corfu

6)
by group as key 12 Traditional site for 23 Film critic on TV
an engagement?
35) an

15 Inventor discussed
French symbol

once snubbed opera
5)
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OCCASIONAL NOTE

During the last seven years the world's production
of sugar has increased by nine million tons.
Consumption, however, has not been able to
keep pace with supplies, with the re-sult that at
the end of the last sugar year there was a
carry-over of nearly three million tons. Commenting
on this fact the Secretary of the Sugar Bureau,
Pusa, quoting apparently from the Journal des
Fabricants de Sucre, says that India, Japan, and
China are capable of absorbing much larger
quantities provided they are offered at a price
they can afford to pay. But why is it that India
continues to be a country which absorbs sugar
rather than produces it? With her cheap labour,
her rich soil, and her climate she should be
providing the whole world with sugar. The cane
grows everywhere from Calcutta to Peshawar.

Newsltems

NDIA’S FUTURE

DOMINION STATUS
WITHIN 10 YEARS

rrived here

st. Interviewed he
said his mission in Canada was to make India
better known, and to foster a spirit of Empire
unity. He expressed the opinion that India would
be a nation with Dominion status within the
Empire within ten years.—Reuter.

OCCUPIED ZONES

IMPORTANT
AGREEMENT
REACHED

(British Official Wireless.)
Rughy, Sept.

Agreement is reported to have been reached
between the German Government and the
inter-Allied—Rhineland High Comm
regarding conditions in the occupied lunmry
Although the text is not yet published, it is
understood that the agreement provides for
concessions by the inter-Allied Commission and
a guarantee of protection by the German
Government for persons who have given assistance
to the Occupation authorities.

HEALTH BUDGET

LEAGUEAGREESTOA
MILLION FRANCS

Geneva, Sept.

Speaking in the Second Committee of the
League during discussion on health organization,
especially the bureau at Singapore, Sir Hilton
Young suggested that the health budget should
be stabilized at a million francs and that the
money required should be taken from it. Apart
from France and Czecho-Slovakia, all nations
agreed.—Reuter.

LORD LYTTON

PORTRAIT TO BE
PAINTED FOR
CALCUTTA

London, Sept.

The Morning Post says that Sir Prodyat Tagore
has commissioned Mr. G. P. Jacomb-Hood to
paint a portrait of Lord Lytton for the Victoria
Hall, Calcutta. After the completion of the work
the artist will go to India, to paint the portraits
of Sir Prodyat Tagore, his wife and son, and the
Mabharajah of Burdwan.—Reuter.

SIR E. G. BURLS DEAD

FORMER CHIEF
OFFICIAL IN THE
INDIA OFFICE

London, Sept.
The death has occurred of Sir Edwin Grant
Burls.—Reuter’s Special Service.
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Delhi Declaration

BRICS nations deftly walk a tightrope

HE unanimous adoption of the New Delhi

Declaration at the BRICS summit is a diplo-

matic achievement for India, but it is also a

reminder of the limits of consensus in a deeply

divided world. Bringing together 11 countries
with widely divergent strategic interests was never going
to be easy. Iran-UAE tensions over the West Asia conflict,
the Russia-Ukraine war and the elephant in the room —
the United States — created formidable obstacles to a
common statement. India’s heft enabled it to persuadeall
members to endorse the declaration.

However, the document’s careful omissions are as
revealing as its assertions. It avoided naming the US over
the strikes on Iran and also did not condemn Iranian
attacks on Gulf Arab states. Nor did it criticise Russia for
waging a war against Ukraine or name Pakistan asa spon-
sor of terrorism. Instead, the declaration relied on broad
principles — restraint, sovereignty, civilian protection,
dialogue and diplomacy. Such language may appear cau-
tious, but in a consensus-based grouping it can be the
price of keeping diverse nations at the same table. The
criticism of Israel over Gaza, along with support for Pales-
tinian rights, gives the declaration a more definite politi-
cal edge. Its opposition to unilateral sanctions, protection-
ism and indiscriminate tariffs reflects the economic
concerns of the Global South. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's call toreplace a “pyramid of privilege” with a “plat-
form of partnership” captures the larger ambition. BRICS
wants to move from being a forum for protest to becom-
ing an institution capable of shaping global governance.

As China prepares to take over the BRICS chair, India’s
real test will be to hold its ground and promote the group-
ing as a credible voice fora more representative, stable and
equitable international order. A larger BRICS will matter
onlyifit can convert its diversity into practical cc
without becoming another arena for geopolitical rivalry.

Al caution

Think before sharing photos

HE viral rush to turn photographs into 1980s-

style portraits is an exercise in nostalgia. It is

also an unintended experiment in how read-

ily people surrender personal data for a few

seconds of digital gratification. The Hisar

police have cautioned the public against misuse of Al-

generated retro-look photographs; the Bengaluru police

have issued a similar warning, citing possible misuse of

personal and facial-recognition data. The concern has

now acquired wider institutional weight. The Organisa-

tion for Economic Cooperation and Development's AT

Incident Monitor has listed the 1980s-photo trend as a

potential privacy and biometric-data hazard, while mak-

ing the important distinction that no actual harm from
the trend has been reported so far.

In February, 61 data-protection authorities worldwide

alsowarned about the privacy risks posed by Al-generat-
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BRICS ticks the right boxes

India secures consensus on a comprehensive declaration despite divergent political positions

" C UDAY BHASKAR
DIRECTOR, SOCIETY
FOR POLICY STUDIES

IA has every reason to be
satisfied with the outcome of
the BRICS 2026 summit in
both form and content. At a

ime when diatribe has
replaced dialogue in many inter-
national fora, India convened an
11-member  grouping with
sharply divergent political posi-
tions, sustained a dialogue and
secured consensus on a compre-
hensive New Delhi Declaration —
a 140-paragraph, roughly 45-page
text. That is significant.

The Ministry of External Affairs
deserves credit for enabling clo-
sure this time after the BRICS
foreign ministers’ meeting in
May ended without a joint state-
ment. The most delicate semantic
task was to bridge the gulf
between Iran and the UAE over
thewarin West Asiawithout nam-
ing any country. Tehran wanted
an explicit reference to a “unilat-
eral attack on Iran” as a violation
ofthe UN Charter; the UAE want-
ed Iranian aftacks on its sover-
eignty recognised.

The modus vivendi was to
express “deep concern over the
continued escalation of tensions
in the Middle East” and make a
call to exercise “maximum
restraint” and avoid “actions that
could further aggravate the situ-
ation.” There was also a line that
acknowledged Iran’s position
without naming the US: “serious
concern over deliberate attacks
on civilian infrastructure and
peaceful nuclear facilities under
full IAEA (International Atomic
Energy Agency) safeguards.”

Seeking textual consensus also
led to extreme caution. “Hor-
muz” does not appear in the dec-
laration at all, even as Brent
crude crossed $100 in the days
before the summit on the back of
the chokepoint crisis in the Strait
of Hormuz and Bab el-Mandeb.

Content is where India has a
stronger cause for satisfaction. The
Delhi Declaration strongly con-
demns terrorism in all forms and
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calls for “zero tolerance.” It specif-
ically denounces the April 2025
Pahalgam terror attack; addresses
the movement of terrorists, terror
financing and safe havens; reaf-
firms that terrorism cannot
associated with any religion; and
calls for accountability of those
involved and their sponsors.

Inagrouping thatincludes Chi-
na, which has often blocked com-
parable language at the UN, this
is not boilerplate — though simi-
lar wording had appeared in the
2025 Rio Declaration. Recalling
the text with President Xi Jin-
ping in Delhi matters.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
pressed for UN Security Council
reform and changes in the voting
power, leadership and priorities
of the International Monetary
Fund and World Bank to reflect
economic realities. The declara-
tion backs comprehensive UN
reform and greater representa-
tion for India and Brazil, and it
carries the Indian formulation
that the Global South must move
fromarule-taker toarule-maker.

Modi also proposed a continu-
ity and implementation mecha-
nism, including a troika, to fol-
low up outcomes in a grouping
that has no permanent secretari-
at. That is a practical institution-
al push, even if the “10-point
Reform Roadmap” was not
adopted as a formal deliverable
for China's 2027 chairmanship.

Regarding energy and trade,
amid awar that has disrupted sup-
ply chains, the declaration has
acknowledged that fossil fuels will
still play an important role for

Since the inception of
BRICS two decades
ago, its efficacy and
credibility have been
determined by the
India-China bilateral.

developing  econormies  and
opposed unilateral, punitive
measures of the CBAM (Carbon
Border Adjustment Mechanism)
type. It voices serious concern
overunilateral tariffand non-tariff
measures that distort trade and
are inconsistent with WTO rules
—wording aimed at US tariffsand
sanctions on Iran and Russia,
without turning the document
into an antiWestern manifesto.
Apropos of finance, there was
no BRICS currency bravado.
Finance ministers discussed
efficient cross-border payments
and local currencies, while tacit-
ly recognising that a unified sys-
tem needs a deeper trust frame-
work than the present bilateral
discord among some members.
Empirically, BRICS trade has
expanded dramatically through
business practices and customs
improvements rather than emo-
tive de-dollarisation ultimatums.
Since its inception two decades
ago, the efficacy and credibility
of BRICS have been determined
by the India-China bilateral.

That remains the abiding dialec-

tical challenge. Both want to

speak for the Global South and

be seen as its trusted sherpa;

each is wary of the other eroding
its primacy and credibility.

Ebr India, this is not an abstrac-
tion. China continues to pose a
security challenge. Galwan 2020
was the most recent big shock,
and strategic cooperation between
China and Pakistan has com-
pounded it. Operation Sindoor
was illustrative in this regard.

At the politico-diplomatic lev-
el, Beijing does not accord Delhi
peer status even as Jt seeks co-

cal perspective of overall bilater-
al relations and the interests of
the people of both nations.

In practical terms, this was a
reaffirmation of restraint: differ-
ences after the Galwan incident
‘would continue to be handled by
existing military and diplomatic
mechanisms. No new disengage-
mentwas announced, and no new
friction point was manufactured
despite recent tactical growling.
The signal is a stable Line of Actu-
al Control. The reality, established
since 2020 and not altered this
week, is that India still operates a
more constrained patrolling pat-
ternthan before the Galwan clash.

Inclusive and equitable growth
is a cherished BRICS objective,
and tariff wars have created new
challenges. Delhi needs robust
trade arrangements with major
economies, including the US,
the EU and China.

The security and strategic disso-
nance with Beijing is the harder
policy problem, and Delhi is man-
aging it from relative economic
asymmetry. The trade deficit with.
China is $116 billion, with high
dependence on Chinese supplies
of pharmaceutical ingredients,
rare-earth magnets and solar-
chain inputs. Sustained invest-
ment and diversification remain
perennial Indian challenges.

The Xi-Modi meeting in Tianjin
lastyear had already begun abilat-
eral thaw, in part because US tar-

with Washi
Lhough its  comprehensive
national power remains lower
than that of the US.

The paradox is familiar: China
strives for bipolarity with Wash-
ington globally while seeking
unipolarity in Asia and denying
parity to India and Japan.

That is the geopolitical prob-
lem India navigates inside
BRICS. It must be a credible
member of a grouping in which
China is the largest economy,
even while contesting Beijing’s
denial of parity in Asia.

The Modi-Xi bilateral on the side-
lines captured that dialectic. It was
President Xi's first visit to Indiain
seven years and the first meeting
between the two leaders on Indian
soil after the Galwan clash.

Both stressed a strategic and
long-term view of relations and
committed to seeking a fair, rea-

iff pressure pushed Dethi and Bei-
jing toward hedging. The Delhi
meeting consolidated that thaw; it
did not dissolve the asymmetry.

So, the summit outcomeis satis-
fying for India because it pro-
duced a comprehensive state-
ment that condemned the
Pahalgam attack, protected fossil-
fuel policy space for developing
economies, criticised unilateral
trade measures without naming
‘Washington and kept BRICS clos-
er to a platform of partnership
than a forum of protest. On the
bilateral front, Delhi and Beijing
found the wording to keep the
grouping intact.

The 20-year-old BRICS has sur-
vived because India and China
have a working template to dis-
agree without derailing the forum.
The credibility of this grouping will
continue to be a function of
whether Beijing is willing to con-

sonable and acceptable
solution to the boundary ques-
tion, proceeding from the politi-

cedeto Delhiwhat it demands from
‘Washington: peerrespect and equi-
table accommodation of interests.

ed imagery of identifiable individuals without their
knowledge or consent. The issue, therefore, is not
whether every Al application is secretly harvesting pho-
tographs. Data practices differ between platforms and
alarmism is no substitute for evidence. The real problem
is that users often do not know what they are consenting
to: how long an uploaded image is retained, whether it
can be used to improve models, who can access it and
whether deletion is truly possible. A photograph also con-
tains more than a face. Backgrounds can disclose homes,
workplaces, schools, family members and locations.
Once an Al-generated image is posted publicly, it can be
copied, altered or scraped beyond the creator’s control.

This is especially relevant when Anthropic CEO Dario
Amodei is warning that Al capabilities are advancing fast
enough to require greater prudence and stronger safe-
guards. He has called for the pace of frontier-Al develop-
ment to be moderated so that safety measures can keepup.
Al-generated nostalgia need not be banned. But platforms
'must make privacy terms intelligible and users must think
before uploading. A refro photograph may last a moment;
the digital footprint behind it may last far longer:

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

TBhe¢ Tribune.

LAHORE, TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14,1926

Asignificant declaration

THERE is one sentence in Lord Olivier’s latest letter to the Times
inreply to SirMichael O'Dwyer and Sir Frank Beaman which is not
only important in itself but is of undoubted significance as coming
from an ex-Secretary of State for India. “If anything can be confi-
dently foretold about the 1929 Consumumal Oommlssmn, he
writes, “it s that it will dthe sur
by ther form of for minor-
ity rights.” Prophecy is a dangerous thing, nowhere more danger-
ous than in the sphere of politics; and if Lord Olivier’s declaration
was 1o better than a prophecy, we for our part should attach little or
no importance to it. It is, in fact, a great deal more. It is the expres-
sion of a deliberate-and reasoned conviction as towhat the Statuto-
ry Commission should do. And the most important thing about this
conviction is that it is shared by the vast majority of thinking and
patriotic Indians, by all Indians, in fact, who have arrived at the
stage ofnational self- iousness. It is, indeed lhﬁim it h

T yry Commission can help
communal electorates. After all, the government must govern, and
the experience of the last three years definitely shows that the gov-
ernment cannot carry on its elementary functions so long as the
communal electorates and the spirit they embody are in existence.
The only alternative would be a recommendation that the Reforms
should be taken away and the purely bureaucratic rule of the days
before the Montagu-Chel d Reforms should be brought back.

the abolition of

BRICS is a strong force for global peace, security and development. —NarendraModi

The nestand those
who fly away

KIRANJEET RANDHAWA

HE bulbul pair began weaving a beautiful nest on a

bougainvillea. A tiny world was unfolding outside my

kitchen window. Then came a delightful surprise — three
eggs,and laten, tt dorable chicks nestled safely inside the nest.
Their chirps brought warmth and happiness to my mornings.

Whenever danger approached, the bulbuls would break into
a chorus of anxious calls. At the sight of their mother arriving
with a beakful of food, tiny heads would pop out of the nest. I
often chased away crows swooping down to threaten the chicks.
Without realising it, T had become protective of these tiny lives.

One day, the chicks began stepping out of the nest and perch-
ing on nearby twigs. Each day they grew a bit bolder, moving
from one branch to another, discovering a new world. For sev-
eral days, they struggled to strengthen their wings. Even after
darkness fell, thelittle ones sometimes remained outside, while
their mother gently guided them back to the safety of the nest.

I was witnessing the end of a wonderful chapter. Gradual-
1y, the chicks stopped returning to the nest. The bulbul pair
flew alongside them, following and guiding them as they
mastered the art of flight and ventured into the vast blue sky.

Twatched them with a heart filled with joy and a quiet ache
— happy that they had grown strong enough to leave, yet feel-
ing an undeniable emptxness as the garden fell silent.

Perhaps thisislove: rai with tenderness,
themwhen they are fragile, and having the courage tolet them fly
away. Parents spend a lifetime building their lives around their
kids — working despite exhaustion, silencing their own wish-
es and sometimes burying their own dreams so that the chil-
dren can live theirs. They continue to give, forgive, hope and
wait, long after their offspring have stopped needing them.

Days passed. Neither the chicks nor their parents returned.
The fragile nest remained, exposed to the rain. Looking at it,
an ache of uncertainty settled in my heart. Would the bulbul
pair ever be reunited with their little ones?

In Punjab, this story feels like a haunting reflection of our
own reality. Young people leave for distant lands in pursuit of
a brighter future. Once they build lives elsewhere, how often
do they return to the place they once called home?

The nest remains where it was, holding the warmth of old
memories, waiting patiently for the young ones to return. And
sometimes, those who learn to build their lives elsewhere slowly
stop feeling the pull of the nest —and forget the way back home.

The writer is officiating Principal, MLU DAV College, Phagwara.

Al must not discard ethics
Refer to “Trust is the key in the AT age’ (The
Great Game); Al is akin to a paper flower, lack-
ing the fragrance of the real thing. Al holds
immense potential for human welfare; howev-
er, the moment it becomes divorced from ethi-
cal principles, its very purpose becomes self-
defeating. Material progress derived from
artificial means may offer short-term utility,
but poisoning the public discourse with delib-
erate falsehoods —whether through controlled
state apparatuses or algorithm-driven social
media — poses an existential threat to future
generations. Frameworks to tame the unbri-
dled deployment of this technology remain
inadequate; they must be made more dynam-
ic, robust and enforceable.

ABHYAM SHARMA, PATHANKOT

Just a data-based tool
Apropos of “Trust is the key in the Al age’; the
Al challenge is both apparent and subtle. The
attraction to using Al is similar to the shift peo-
ple made towards refined oil to ensure better
heart health, sadly to discover its hollow claims
later. Al is one of the data-based tools, as a natu-
ral corollary of the digital revolution, to be used
for creating a better world where trust, authen-
ticity, harmony and meaningful connectivity
count for real peace and tranquillity.
JAGVINDER SINGH BRAR, PATIALA

Make BRICS a useful forum

Apropos of ‘BRICS adopts declaration despite
divide on West Asia, calls for end to global tur-
moil’; for India, the expanded BRICS Delhi
Summit is a test of whether it can advance its
own interests and that of the forum’s by more
resilient supply chains. The participation of the
presidents of Russia and China is a good sign for
India. India’s strategy should be to make it a
more useful forum rather than a bloc that pitch-
es itself against the West. A successful summit
will be one that leavss India with room for more

q
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Keep China under control
The Modi-Xi meeting on the sidelines of the
BRICS summit has not yielded any tangible

il Di have
been made in the past too, but they have not
been honoured. China continues to wage uni-
lateral aggression along the LAC. While New
Delhi treads cautiously over the promises, our
military and economic prowess should be used
against all adversaries alike. Then, not only
China but also small peripheral countries will
also remain in line and come to the negotiating
table, whenever the need arises.

COL SAJJAN KUNDU (RETD), HISAR

US always does what it wants to
Apropos of ‘Crossing the line’; it is a fact that
the US will do whatever is in its national
interest and nobody can browbeat it. We
havent forgotten the way the US deported
of
Many illegal immigrants, especially from
Punjab, take to driving trucks there and
sometimes cause road accidents as they
aren’t familiar with US traffic signs, rules,
ete. We should provide suitable jobs to unem-
ployed youth here itself. Other countries
have limited influence over such decisions.
RAMESH GUPTA, NARWANA

Dalai Lama’s peaceful endeavours
Apropos of ‘Dalai Lama’s enduring politics
of hope’; his insistence on a respectable
freedom of action and peaceful living for
Tibetans within the Chinese system is
praiseworthy. His description of Chinese
Buddhists as his ‘senior spiritual brothers
and sisters’ reflects his remarkable com-
mitment to reconciliation. His emphasis on
compassion, and his rejection of anger, jeal-
ousy, pride, hatred and violence, make
peace the central theme of his thought. Yet,
a difficult question remains: can such
peaceful thinking alone bring about an ami-
cable settlement with China?

COL SS CHAUHAN (RETD), ZIRAKPUR

Letters to the Editor, typed in double space, should not exceed the 200-word limit.
These should be cogently written and can be sent by e-mail to: Letters@tribunemail.com



" RADHIKA RAMASESHAN
SENIOR JOURNALIST

OME elections in
north India, par-
ticularly the Hindi
heartland,  the
Congress’  old
bugbears, which emerged with
its loss of power in Uttar
Pradesh and Bihar in the late
1980s, return to haunt the blue-
print it ambitiously seeks to
craft. The dilemmas emanate
from performing the high-wire
act of pandering to the upper
castes (the Congress wistfully
hopes that the Brahmins will
return to its embrace) without
alienating the Dalits.

1t is an apparent attempt to
revive the Brahmin-Dalit-
Muslim axis, which buttressed
its dominance for decades in
these parts. UP and Uttarak-
hand will vote in 2027 along
with Punjab and Himachal
Pradesh. In UR, Uttarakhand
and HP upper castes are
numerically significant and
influential locally.

Barring HP where it is in pow-
er, the Congress lost the upper
castes to the BJP in UP and
Uttarakhand, the Other Back
ward Classes(or
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lims but compensated itself
richly with the co-option of
some OBCand Dalit groupings.

In the recent state polls in
Uttarakhand, Dalit voters
offered a sliver of hope for a
Congress revival. In 2017, the
BJPwon 11 of the 13 reserved
seats in the 70-member Assem-
bly, with an average vote share
of 46.29%, while the Congress
netted the other two SC seats,
with an average vote share of
42%.In 2022, although the BJP
retained power, its share of SC
seats fell to nine while the Con-
gress picked up four.

Two recent occurrences fur-
ther bolstered the Congress'
optimism of recovering the
Dalit base — but with caveats
because the BJPs ability to
eventually hang on to its elec-
toral capital can neverbe under-
estimated. The Dalit-centred
BSP is all but gone and the
Samajwadi Party is making a
serious play for the floating
Dalit votes. So the Congress is
up against serious competition.

The first development was
the kerfuffle over a '"shud-
dhikaran” (purification) ritual
carried outat the venue of aral-
ly addressed by Congress pres-
ident M Mallikarjun Kharge in
Uttarakhand's Haldwani on
August 8by the Shri Ram Sena
Dharmath Seva Nyas.

The Congress alleged that
the Nyas was an offshoot of the
Sangh clan. The Sangh is
lmovm to launch outfits that
almost as soon as

socialist offshoots and the BIR It
alsolost Dalitstothe BJPand the

The point is that the BJP
appropriated the Congress’ for-
mula of yore without the Mus-

they appear The ostensible
idea is to serve a purpose,
which might be at odds with
the RSS's public pronounce-
ments and in the process, dis-
tance the ideological parent

OPED
Congress’ Dalit outreach faces hurdles

KERFUFFLE : Arightwing group perfo

Congress pr

from a controversial or illegal
act, Theoutrage caused by the
‘purification havan' resonated
beyond Uttarakhand to UP
and the southern states of Kar-
nataka (Kharge's home state)
and Telangana and the Rajya
Sabha, where Kharge is the
Opposition leader.

Kharge's feisty son and Kar-
nataka's Home Minister
Priyank Kharge spearheaded
theprotestsin Karnatala, while
in Telangana, the Bharat Rash-
tra Samithi, now in the Opposi-
tion, was accused by the Con-
gress of enacting a similarritual
after a Dalit protest for Kharge
at Siddipet, the BRS's political
hub. The government in Hyder-
abadisledby A Revanth Reddy,
an uppercaste CM, whose
engagement with Dalits might
eventually amount tolittle more
than tokenism.

That is the nub of the issue.
Doubtless, the "shuddhikaran”
was a"crime under Indian law’",

ident

The dilemmas
emanate from
doing the high-wire
actof pandering to
the upper castes
without alienating
the Dalits.

avan' at Haldwani in Uttzrakhand after

arallythere. Pn

according to Justice Madan
Lokur, a former Supreme
Court judge. But is the Con-
gress well placed to convey the
larger socio-political implica-
tions and make the episode
intelligible to a wider audience
outside the states it rules?

The BJPs responses —rang-
ing from denial of support to
the Seva Nyas to accusing the
Congressoftheshort shrift giv-
en toits stalwarts like Jagjivan
Ram—fell short of convincing
evenits Dalit followers familiar
with the Sangh's ecosystem.

The Congress appointed
Haryana leader Kumari Selja,

BJE a baniya from Rajasthan,
earned his stripes after win-
ning almost every state to
which he was assigned, it was
not because of his caste but
because of his adroitness at
playing the pieces in the infri-
cate party

The Congress is caught in a
vortex with three conflicting
streams pushing and pulling at
the centre: the upper caste ver-
sus Dalit polemics and the
search for an ideal equation in
today's circumstances; Rahul
Gandhi’ toreachout

Kharge's Dalit de

toanewd hy exempli-

notreally echooutside Karnata-
ka (even here, he lost his Gul-
barga seat in 2019) in the way
that Mayawati's did in her hey-
day. On its part, the Congress
did little to hard-sell thi;

fied by Gen Z (this was evident
in his August 8 Prayagraj rally
in which he avoided the Hin-
dutva-Mandal rhetoric and
shalghtaway dwed mm the

and ofa

which might have eventually
earned some capital. Indeed, in
aCongress Working Committee
meeting convened after the
Haldwani incident, Kharge
pointed out that he did not get
the support he expected from
his party colleagues, taking a
jab at Shashi Tharoor. Those
‘whowrotewell and looked good
did not raise their voice, said the
Congress president.

Rajendra Pal Gautam, a
Dalit, joined the Congress in
2024 after serving a long stint
in the Aam Aadmi Party as a
Delhi minister. He was prompt-
ly asked to oversee UP as a
"reward" from the Gandhis. But
Gautam is already at logger-
heads with the state president,
Ajay Rai, who, in 2024, had put
up a spirited fight against PM
Modi in Varanasi.

Gautam has pitched for

a Dalit, as the T k
elechon minder, with the
expectation that she can work
to consolidate Dalit support.
Selja is a seasoned organisa-
tion hand. She has been in
charge of the hill state earlier
t00. Seldom are poll minders
mandated to deliver votes toa
party. If Sunil Bansal of the

lacing Rai with a Musli
a surefire bait for the BJR
which is perennially itching to
paint the Congress as"commu-
nal". The induction of an out-
sider on an important post in
the preludetoacrucial election
is proofof the Congress’ inabil-
ity to groom in-house caste
leaders.

predominantly youthful
crowd); and the Congress’ lack:
of focus in finding the right fit
for Rahul, as a Gen X messiah
or as the “tallest leader of the
social justice movement"in the
words of Anil Jaihind, who
heads the party's OBC cell.

Laudable as Rahul's admis-
sion about the Congress not
being "responsive to the aspira-
tions and desires of the OBCs"
may have been, he is not iden-
tified as a backward caste
leader (he was described as a
“janeu-dhari Brahmin" by a
party colleague). Jaihind is a
recent import from the Janata
Dal, another reflection of the
party's failure to nurture an
OBC leadership.

It passed up a chance to
appoint an OBC or a Dalit CM:
Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu is
Rajput, Revanth Reddy is a
Reddy, VD Satheesan is an
upper-caste Nair and DK Shiv-
akumar is a Vokkaliga, a domi-
nant caste in Karnataka on a
par with the Lingayats.

‘What is the point of harping
on the OBCs and Dalits with-
out carving out an appropriate
space for them in the power
hierarchy?

Thelong;j journey from Naxalbari to ‘Dimagi Naxals

AJAY K MEHRA
SENIOR FELLOW, CENTRE
FOR MULTILEVEL FEDERALISM

en to him by advisers who lack
intellectual breadth.

A simplistic characterisation
of a movement that has been
branded as Marxist, Maoist,
terrorist, etc reflects a lack of
critical understanding of its
history, the intellectual support
forit,as well as the sufferings of
the poor Its violent tool has
more than once been tackled

organised in leader-centric
dalams (squads) that used
guerrilla tactics, which were
difficult to tackle by the police.
Their fratricides were also bru-
tal. Andhra Pradesh showed
the way by raising Grey-
hounds, which led to the
CRPFs CoBRA.

While sides suffered casual-
ties, the police suffered more.

ing that what goes on in the
name of 'naxalism’ is to a
large extent a product of col-
lective failure to assure to dif-
ferent segments of society
their basic entitlements
under the Constitution and
other protective legislation.
There is no denying that the
nation is now caught in a
vicious circle of violence and
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OPINION

EDITORIAL
The Looming 2030s

The U.S. cannot

afford a major war.

What if one
comes anyway?

HE ENEMY GETS A VOTE in foreign affairs, and

nobody knows what the 2030s will hold. Will Chi-

na invade Taiwan? Will NATO allies need defending

against Russia? Will terrorism in the Middle East or
Africa require a response from the United States? Will an-
other emerging threat demand American action?

The federal budget is not for such conti
Judging by the size of the deficit alone, one might assume
the U.S. is already fighting a war far more involved than
the on-again, off-again bombing of Iran. The additional bur-
den of borrowing to finance a full-scale, protracted conflict
could push the budget into more dangerous territory than
it’s already in.

“The most significant threat to our national security is our
debt” said then-Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Mi-
chael Mullen — in 2010, when the national debt was about
$27 trillion lower than it is today.

National security is the primary purpose of the federal gov-
ernment. For much of American history, defense accounted
for the bulk of federal spending. It was possible to identify
wars just by looking at peaks in the debt-to-GDP ratio. Then,
when the war was over, the ratio came back down as the
need for taking on debt receded. That’s no longer the case
because non-def ding has overwhelmed defense.

Winning World War II was expensive, and in 1945, nation-
al defense spending made up 90 percent of federal outlays.
During the Vietnam War, the level was between 35 percent
and 50 percent. By 1999, after the Cold War ended and the
peace dividend came, the portion for defense had dropped to
16 percent. Even the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq after the
terror attacks of Sept. 11, 2001, barely pushed defense over 20
percent of federal spending.

This year, defense accounts for 13 percent of federal out-
lays. The Congressional Budget Office projects that by 2035,
it will fall to single digits. Beginning in 2032, more than half
of all federal spending will go toward just Social Security and
major health care programs.

Of course, the U.S. still spends a lot on defense, over $900
billion this year. One reason America’s defense budget is so
much higher than other countries’ is that the U.S. is a high-
‘wage country with an all-volunteer force. Rather than fore-
ing people to serve, the military has to compete with private
employers for workers.

Eliminating the draft has been good for personal freedom,
and the military is hitting its recruiting targets just fine. But
relying on volunteers rather than conscripts means that pay-
ing troops must be a major part of the military budget, and
cutting benefits makes the Defense Department a less attrac-
tive employer.

About 4 in 10 dollars of the Pentagon’s budget go to com-
pensate mil.ita.ry personnel or civilian employees. The only
employer in the world larger than the U.S. military is the
Indian military, and compensation costs for the U.S. mili-
tary are nearly four times greater than India’s entire defense
budget. Military pay raises are linked by law to average pri-
vate-sector pay raises, meaning the Pentagon’s payroll costs
grow at roughly the same rate as the overall economy’s.

Because of years of delay on defense modernization ef-
forts, the U.S. needs to rejuvenate its conventional forces and
nuclear deterrent simultaneously. All three legs of the nucle-
ar triad (bombers, submarines and land-based missiles) rely
on decades-old technology. The Iran conflict has shown that
the Army, Navy and Air Force are all stretched thin. Modern-
ization efforts are already partially underway, and they will
extend into the 2030s and beyond.

Then, there are the unknown needs of the future. Drone
warfare, based on the experience of Ukraine, requires much
nimbler pr systems, as can become
obsolete in months rather than decades. Each unit of un-
manned technology is cheap, but costs accumulate due to
the enormous quantity of drones required and their quick
depletion. Drones are not replacing more expensive conven-
tional weapons, at least not right away, so they’ll be an added
cost in the 2030s. They won’t supplant existing spending.

There is plenty the Pentagon can do to be more efficient.
It’s a government bureaucracy like any other, prone to bloat
as bureaucrats measure their success by the size of their bud-
gets. The inherently uncompetitive defense market, where
one customer deals with a handful of contractors, isn’t con-
ducive to cost effectiveness.

But defense spending is not driving the national debt. The
CBO projects that the defense budget will grow slower than
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National defense made up the bulk of federal
spending until the 1960s
Spending as a share of GDP, 1791-2025
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Wars are no longer the major driver of public debt
Public debt as a share of GDP, 1790-2026
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Every part of the nuclear triad is outdated

Original intended service life 1 Years in use
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Source: U.S. Government Accountability Office, U.S. Navy

Even the most exp military sy cost
less than 1 percent of one year’s spending on
Social Security

the economy over the next decade, meaning it will pull the
projected total debt-to-GDP ratio down. Of course, those are
baseline projections that assume no wars happen and don’t
include proposals such as President Donald Trump’s desired
$1.5 trillion annual defense budget.

For perspective, the $13 billion price tag on a Gerald R.
Ford-class aircraft carrier equals about three days of Social
Security spending. All purchases of guns up to 30mm caliber
across all military branches in 2025 cost about $650 million,
less than four hours of Social Security spending. The project-
ed all-in cost of buying, operating, maintaining, upgrading
and fueling the notoriously expensive F-35 program over its
entire 94-year lifecycle is less than last year’s spending of
$2.3 trillion on Medicaid and Social Security.

Defending the country is Washington’s most fundamental
responsibility. Governments are expected to take on debt in
wartime and pay it down in peacetime. Stretching the mar-
ket for government debt to the limit in peacetime is a dere-
liction of duty and, ultimately, a danger to national defense.

AS A SHARE OF
FY25 SOCIAL
DEFENSE SYSTEM cost SECURITY SPENDING
Gera.vld Ford-class aircraft $13.28 0.84%
carrier
Virginia-class submarine $4.88 0.31%
THAAD battery $2.78 0.17%
Arleigh Burke-class 5258 0.16%
destroyer
PATRIOT battery $1.1B 0.07%
Sentinel ICBM $162M 0.01%
F-35A fighter jet $82.5M 0.01%

Costs are based on budget requests of major weapon programs.
Source: Congressional Research Service
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The Sierra del Carmen mountains seen from Big Bend National Park, Texas.

Border security doesn’t
have to destroy Big Bend

Regarding the Sept. 9 online round-
up, “I felt so small’: Five writers on the
best national parks”:

Last month, I traveled to Big Bend
National Park to see firsthand what was
happening along the border. What I saw
was difficult to accept. Land that had
been largely untouched was being dis-
turbed by construction. The park shares
118 miles of border with Mexico, but the
landscape does not feel like a conven-
tional border at all.

After visiting the park, I met with U.S.
Customs and Border Protection Com-
missioner Rodney Scott and told him
directly: 1 am frustrated with how we
got here. Construction is on pause for
now, but the federal government should
have talked to the people who live in Big
Bend before construction even began.

But what should border security look
like in a place like Big Bend? The an-
swer should begin with recognizing that
not every mile of the nearly 2,000-mile
southern border is the same. That does
not mean abandoning border security.
‘West Texans understand the need for
a secure border better than most. They
‘welcome Border Patrol agents and sup-
port the people who do difficult and
dangerous work in some of the most iso-
lated terrain in America, but securing a
remote border does not require turning
the landscape into a construction zone.

Technology can help agents monitor
remote stretches of border without per-
manently altering every acre in between.
Existing roads and infrastructure can be
used where appropriate rather than cut-
ting through undisturbed land.

I hope that one day my daughter will
be able to experience the same wild
and beautiful Big Bend that has meant
so much to me and to so many people
from around the world. That is worth
protecting.

César J. Blanco, Austin
The writer represents the 29th District
in the Texas Senate.

T'hese terminal patients also
deserve a choice

Steven Petrow’s Sept. 7 Health col-
umn, “Learning to accept my sister’s
choice,” was thoughtful and informa-
tion-packed.

I'm glad that his sister was able to
have a dignified death that was less
painful with the medical assistance that
Petrow describes. He and his family,
while grief-stricken, had to be relieved
that she was allowed autonomy.

chiatric than neurological, for example,
and researchers are still investigating
possible risk factors beyond genetics,
including environmental factors, life-
style and head trauma.

One point stood out: Although 60
percent of people diagnosed with FTD
are between 45 and 64, experts believe
the estimated number of Americans liv-
ing with the disease is a significant un-
dercount. Thus, the challenge with FTD
is not only that doctors and researchers
are missing the signs and contributors,
but also that they are missing the data.

California’s Neurodegenerative Dis-
ease Registry, for example, tracks dis-
eases such as Alzheimer’s and Parkin-
son’s — but not FTD. The nonprofit End
Chronic Disease, which I run, co-spon-
sored S.B. 1047, which just passed the
state legislature and now sits on Gov.
Gavin Newsom’s (D) desk. The bill
would add FTD diagnoses to the regis-
try, giving researchers and public health
officials a clearer picture of who is af-
fected and where. This is information
that could be critical to research into
causes, risk factors and possibly even
prevention.

This matters to everyone, not just to
Californians. As the article pointed out,
researchers still lack the population-lev-
el information needed to understand
FTD. Last year, New York became the
first state to establish a statewide FTD
registry. California now has an opportu-
nity to help close the data gap — and
set an example for other states to follow.

Kelly McKenna, New York
The writer is CEO and co-founder of the
nonprofit End Chronic Disease.

Salty over chips

I try to limit my salt intake (blood
pressure and all that), so I was drawn
to the Sept. 9 Food article “A hunt for
chips worth their salt,” in which a panel
of judges rated several brands of pota-
to chips. 1 thought their ratings were
fair enough, but I was disappointed at
the underlying assumption that potato
chips require salt.

Over the past several years, I have
switched to salt-free potato chips. (My
current favorite is Kettle Brand, but Utz
is fine, too.) An additional advantage is
that these chips actually taste like pota-
toes and not salt.

Like the excellent practice of Post
food critics reporting on restaurants’
noise levels in addition to food, this ar-
ticle would have been improved by also
reporting the sodium levels of the vari-
ous brands.

Vie Baum, Charlottesville

Unfortunately, those with di
and a few other medical conditions, are
not given the same opportunities for
a peaceful and dignified death. This is
because under current law in the states
that allow medically assisted death,
medical professionals must be able to
reasonably state that a person request-
ing assisted death is likely to die within
six months. Dementia by itself does not
meet that requirement. And as the arti-
cle noted, the states that allow medical
aid in dying share pretty much the same
criteria for eligibility and safeguards
that protect people who choose this op-
tion.

1 hope that legislatures and gover-
nors will address this issue and give
other groups of sufferers an option that
they, too, deserve.

Eugene M. Hyman,
Los Altos, California

Close the dementia data gap

As the Sept. 4 online Health article
“The dementia that often strikes in
midlife — and the signs people miss”
described, much about al
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How realism gels the world profoundly wrong

BY FrRANCIS FUKUYAMA

f you take a university-level course in interna-

tional relations these days, you will be taught

that there are several frameworks for under-

standing how international politics works: lib-
eralism, realism, neorealism, constructivism and
the like. Realism has gotten fresh attention since
Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine in Febru-
ary 2022, in particular through the writing and
advocacy of University of Chicago professor John
Mearsheimer and the work of places such as the
Quincy Institute.

There are in fact two types of realism, a “realism
of means” and a “realism of ends” T have known
Mearsheimer since we were graduate students,
and he has built his career around the latter. Mear-
sheimer’s realism is seen as a counterpoint to the
democratic messianism said to have been infecting
American foreign policy over the years, in which
the United States has allegedly tried to reshape the
world in its own liberal-democratic image through
the use of force. But this kind of realism cannot
account for why the U.S. behaves the way it does
— and it is, in certain respects, profoundly wrong.

In the realism of ends, all states are said to pur-
sue national interest, defined in terms of power and
security. They may dress up this drive in the elevat-
ed language of democracy or human rights, but ul-

astatue of | Hi in in

JEROME DELAY/AP

in April 2003.

timately they all seek the same thing: ion
of their power.

This type of realism sees the international sys-
tem as anarchic, with no overall sovereign or com-
mon set of rules to regulate state behavior. Hence
one state’s search for security inevitably threatens
the security of others; peace emerges only because
a balance of power deters any one state from over-
reaching. States in the international system are like
billiard balls. You cannot look inside them to see
their goals; what you can know is their mass, veloc-
ity and position on the table.

Realism of ends has always struck me as reduc-
tionist and oversimplified. In that respect, it is like
the rational utility maximizer model of neoclassical
economics that reduces all behavior to the pursuit
of material gain. Of course power and relative inter-
national position matter, but nation-states are com-
plex actors whose behavior is intimately connected
to the domestic politics taking place inside them.
“National interest” is not a fixed characteristic, any
more than is “utility” in economic theory. National
interest can be defined in a variety of ways, often
reflecting a country’s governing values.

The United States has always seen the promotion
of liberal democracy as part of its national identi-
ty. It has never pursued this goal single-mindedly
and has consequently opened itself up to charges of
hypocrisy. But it has often mobilized its own peo-
ple to make sacrifices and engage internationally
to support a liberal and democratic world order. If
the U.S. were simply trying to maximize its power,
it would not act this way. In this regard, the realism
of ends gets the world wrong.

1 subscribe instead to a realism of means. I be-
lieve that liberal values and power shape the Unit-
ed States’ role in the world, yet I remain realistic
about both the extent to which the U.S. can prior-
itize democracy and the means by which such a
goal could be achieved. Even if America’s national
purpose is to assure the survival of democracy and
human rights abroad, this cannot be done with-
out power. That power can be economic, social or

cultural, but what really matters is military power.
Authoritarian leaders such as Adolf Hitler or Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin can be stopped only
by military means. Russia has violated countless
human rights laws and norms in its invasion of
Ukraine, but the one thing that will bring an end to
these violations is defeat on the battlefield.

Diplomacy needs to be backed by force or the
threat of force. It is not the case that all wars end
by negotiation — many conclude with a decisive
victory of one side over the other. Consider the fed-
eral government’s victory over the Confederacy in
the Civil War, or the Allied defeat of Germany and
Japan in World War II. The only things that were
negotiated in these cases were the terms of surren-
der. You may not favor the victorious side, but this
kind of settlement tends to be much more durable
than those in which evenly matched rivals come to
a diplomatic settlement. Henry Kissinger shared
a Nobel Prize for negotiating the end to the Viet-
nam War, but the accord was violated the moment
the Vietnamese Communists felt they could defeat
South Vietnam on the battlefield.

The realism of means, however, does not dictate
the ends a state seeks. During the 1991 Gulf War,
the United States intervened to uphold the princi-
ple of state sovereignty. It sought neither the broad
goal of bringing democracy to the Persian Gulf
nor the narrower one of access to oil. It used vio-
lent means to achieve this goal. But the realism of
means is not necessarily a formula for militarism
or aggression; rather, it often implies that a great
power must show restraint in its pursuit of objec-
tives, however defined.

The fundamental problem with the Iraq War,
‘which began with the U.S. invasion of Iraq in March

Saddam Hussein remained in power. But the U.S.
did not have the power to create a stable, friendly
regime in Saddam’s place.

‘When no such weapons were found, the admin-
istration turned to democracy promotion to justify
what was becoming a bloody and costly debacle.
Bush’s second inaugural address presented a soar-
ing vision of a world transformed by universal de-
mocracy and laid the geopolitical problems of the
Middle East at the doorstep of Arab dictatorships.
This rhetoric was a profound mistake: It led peo-
ple around the world to believe that military force
would be the primary instrument for spreading
democracy and that American aims in that regard
were universal and unlimited.

The United States struggled mightily to stabi-
lize post-Saddam Iraq and was not remotely able
to bring about this more expansive end. A realism
of means might have accepted a democratic Mid-
dle East as a very long-term objective, but it would
have abjured the use of raw military power to bring
this about in the short run.

No matter how much American foreign policy
may be caricatured as overly idealistic, the coun-
try’s rhetorical commitment to a liberal interna-
tional order and support for democracy around
the world have provided a principled basis for con-
tinuing involvement in international affairs. It has
focused U.S. attention on abuses of power abroad
that are actually susceptible to U.S. influence. It
has also facilitated democratic transitions in places
such as Chile, the Philippines and South Korea.

‘Whereas a realism of ends wishes to disre-
gard ideals altogether, a realism of means guides
American principles to where they may actually
bear fruit.

2003, was that the George W. Bush ration
goals had broadened to regime change. Its immedi-
ate objective was the elimination of Iraq’s supposed
stockpile of weapons of mass destruction, and poli-
cymakers believed this could not be done as long as

Francis Fukuyama is the author of “The End of History
and the Last Man” and, most recently, “In the Realm
of the Last Man: A Memoir,” from which this article is
adapted.

North Korea is using Ukraine as a training ground

BY GLEN E. HOWARD

s Russian President Vladimir Putin’s war in
Ukraine enters its fifth year, North Korea's
involvement has reached an unprecedent-
ed scale — marking Pyongyang’s largest
foreign military deployment in its 78-year history.

Under a 2024 mutual defense pact, North Korea
sent over 10,000 troops from its elite 11th “Storm”
Corps to Russia’s Kursk province to help repel a
Ukrainian offensive in the fall of that year. They
have been there ever since. According to Pres-
ident Volodymyr Zelensky, Kim Jong Un plans
to significantly deepen this commitment by dis-
patching as many as 40,000 additional troops to
the Ukrainian theater in time for Putin’s rumored
mobilization drive.

Ukrainian intelligence estimates that more than
25,000 North Korean soldiers have rotated through
Kursk since 2024, turning the conflict into a high-
tech battle lab that offers Pyongyang invaluable
exposure to modern combined-arms warfare. The
former head of Ukrainian military intelligence,
Kyrylo Budanov, highlighted the gravity of this de-
velopment, noting that “there are currently only
three countries in the world with the experience
of waging a modern war on a very long front line
using virtually all available conventional means —
Ukraine, Russia and North Korea.”

North Korean units are deployed primarily to
secure rear echelons and free up frontline Russian
units for offensive operations elsewhere in Ukraine.
A recent BBC analysis, estimating the size of a
freshly erected public monument in Pyongyang,
found that North Korea may have lost as many
as 2,300 soldiers. South Korean intelligence esti-
mates the number of wounded and dead to be as
high as 6,000.

Meanwhile, Russian technology transfers are
modernizing Pyongyang’s defense industrial base,
improving the targeting accuracy of its KN-23 and
KN-24 ballistic missiles while advancing its air
defense systems, nuclear submarines and satellite
launch capabilities. And earlier this year, North
Korean units also started to become operationally
integrated into Russian formations, firing tube ar-
tillery, coordinating multiple launch rocket systems
and conducting aerial reconnaissance.

North Korea is leveraging battlefield lessons to
mass-produce short- and medium-range attack
drones. Specialized forces, including 400 drone
operators and a 90 missile operators, have been
deployed to rear staging grounds in Voronezh and
Kursk to execute strikes against the Ukrainian cit-
ies of Sumy and Kharkiv. Pyongyang can apply this
tactical experience to the Korean Peninsula. The
Seoul-Kharkiv analogy is glaringly obvious: Sitting
roughly 30 miles from the DMZ, the South Korean
capital shares Kharkiv’s exact geographic vulnera-
bility to cross-border strikes.

North Korea is contributing its industrial capac-

ity to Putin’s war effort. It has supplied, by some
recent estimates, as many as 15 million artillery
shells. According to Ukraine’s National Security
and Defense Council, North Korea’s contribution
accounts for up to 50 to 70 percent of all ammu-
nition fired by Russian forces in key frontline sec-
tors of the Ukraine war. Moscow plans to bring
12,000 North Korean drone assemblers to the Ala-
buga drone plant in Tatarstan to mass-produce the
next generation of Iranian-designed Shahed strike
drones at a rate of 3,000 a month. In total, the
Ukrainian military estimates 20,000 North Kore-
an laborers are deployed across Russian industrial
sites to sustain Moscow’s war effort. In exchange,
Moscow provides critical energy supplies and de-

ALEXANDER KAZAKOV
Russian President Vladimir Putin and North Korean leader Kim Jong Un in Beijing on Sept. 3, 2025.

ly expects direct Russian assistance in any future
conflict on the Korean Peninsula. This emerging re-
ality exposes the failures of the Asia First doctrine,
championed by a faction of Republican foreign pol-
icy experts and government officials who urged the
United States to deprioritize Europe and focus ex-
clusively on countering China. While these propo-
nents sought to compartmentalize the two theaters,
Kim Jong Un had other plans and executed his own
pivot toward Europe.

At this summer’s NATO summit in Ankara, lead-
ers from Japan, South Korea, Australia and New
Zealand urged the creation of a “Korea-NATO De-
fense Industry Partnership 2.0, which could an-
chor a new Eurasian security framework to counter

livers 600,000 to 700,000 tons of rice y
single-handedly offsetting more than half of North
Korea’s chronic food deficit.

Moscow and Py are also
border infrastructure, completing a two-lane road
bridge over the Tumen River capable of transiting
300 heavy vehicles daily. They are also modernizing
the nei ing Korea-Russia Fris ip Bridge
rail link. These improvements connect to Russia’s
own vast transcontinental railway system, provid-
ing a logistical corridor largely impervious to West-
ern sea power.

The Russia-North Korea alliance is evolving into
a permanent operational axis, and Pyongyang like-

the M axis. The U.S. should em-
brace such initiatives. And it should stop under-
mining its existing alliances in the region. Recom-
mitting to exercises with South Korea would be a
good first step.

As then-US. Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin
warned when North Korean troops first arrived in
Kursk, co-belligerency in Europe “will also impact
things in the Indo-Pacific.” Indeed, the front lines of
both theaters are now one and the same: For both
Kim and Putin, the Indo-Pacific begins in Ukraine.

vear-old
neighborhood
walk shouldn’t
be a crime

BY LENORE SKENAZY

hen Karyann Parkinson’s 5-year-

old son, Sam, asked if he could walk

about a half mile to their neighbor-

hood pond to collect goose feathers,
she didn’t have a hard time saying yes. It was
June. They'd walked the route before, includ-
ing that morning. Her son is mature, and their
surroundings are part of what the homeowners
association describes as a “secure, multi-gener-
ational gated community” The risks were low,
and yet Karyann is fast becoming famous for
what came next.

After Sam left the house, a resident saw him
and alerted the community’s security. A guard
took him back home and questioned his mother
about her parenting decisions. When Karyann re-
fused to concede that she’d done anything wrong,
the guard summoned a policeman. When Kary-
ann refused to engage, the officer summoned
Child Protective Services. Soon after, three cops,
two CPS workers and the security guard were on
the scene. Karyann later told me that one of their
cruisers blocked the driveway — something she
assumed was to prevent her, then eight months
pregnant with her fifth child, from becoming a
flight risk.

After the incident, Karyann’s husband, Dallin,
sent an email to the nonprofit I lead, Let Grow,
whose mission is to make childhood indepen-
dence easy, normal and legal. He explained what
had happened and asked for advice. I hopped on
a Zoom call with the couple and would like to say
my jaw dropped as I listened to their tale — but it
didn’t. ’d heard many like it before.

‘While everyone wants kids to grow up healthy
and happy, people have different ideas about how
to achieve that. Until the past generation or so, a
sunny upbringing usually included a fair amount
of free, unsupervised time. One book I cherish
from 1981, “Your Six-Year-Old: Loving and Defi-
ant,” provides a checklist of the things a neuro-
typical child was expected to be able to do upon
entering first grade. “Can he count eight to ten
pennies correctly?” and “Can he tell left hand
from right?” Perhaps the most salient query:
“Can he travel alone in the neighborhood (four to
eight blocks) to store, school, playground, or to a
friend’s home?”

Compare that with a survey released this year
by the Institute for Family Studies, which asked
nearly 24,000 parents at what age they’d let their
kids do things on their own. Eleven percent of
14-year-olds aren’t able to leave the house unsu-
pervised. Fifty-five percent can’t go beyond their
block. In other words, today’s high school fresh-
men have a fraction of the freedom that used to
be given to first-graders. It’s little wonder they're
S0 anxious.

Until the past generation or
s0. a sunny upbringing usually
included a fair amount of
Jree. unsupervised lime.

This new, limited idea of what kids are capable
of explains why a 5-year-old walking around his
neighborhood at lunchtime can look like a baby
crawling along I-95 at midnight. Thanks to Kary-
ann’s transgression — trusting her son — she was
placed on Virginia’s child abuse and neglect regis-
try for seven years. In court, she was found guilty
of “contributing to the delinquency of a minor” —
a Class 1 misdemeanor — and given a six-month
suspended jail sentence.

en I wrote about Karyann’s case last week
for Reason, the story went viral. The media,
usually able to find a yin to any yang, couldn’t
seem to summon any argument against her judg-
ment. Blur the logos on Fox and CNN, and you
couldn’t tell which was which as they interviewed
her. Every anchor seemed appalled at what she
had endured.

That was a relief to me especially. Nearly 20
years ago, I was in the dock after I let my 9-year-
old ride the subway alone. I didn’t get into any
legal trouble, but after I wrote about it for a
New York paper, I quickly found myself on most
of the major networks defending myself. Some
folks supported my decision. Many didn’t. The
psychologist summoned to comment on my case
on the “Today” show, for instance, chided me
for not giving my son “the same experience in a
safer manner.”

Yet over the years, parents started to contact
me when they got penalized for giving their kids
the same freedom they’d grown up with. That
included Brittany Patterson of Fannin Coun-
ty, Georgia, who was arrested when her son, 10,
walked to town without telling her. Mallerie Shir-
ley received similar treatment when she was in-
vestigated after her son, 6, rode his scooter un-
supervised in Atlanta. Danielle and Alexander
Meitiv were likewise investigated for letting their
kids, 6 and 10, walk home from a park in Silver
Spring, Maryland.

Those stories and others have thankfully giv-
en the public pause. They've helped move 13
states to pass “r chi i -
dence” laws, which clarify that “neglect” hap-
pens only when kids are put in serious, obvious
danger, not any time their parents take their
eyes off them. Rep. Blake Moore (R-Utah) and
Rep. Jennifer McClellan (D-Virginia) are seek-
ing to enshrine that protection nationwide with
their Promoting Childhood Independence and
Resilience Act.

‘When Karyann let her son collect feathers, she
wasn't ignoring danger. She was ignoring cultural
norms that are keeping kids indoors, and parents
in fear. For the sake of our families and our collec-
tive mental health: Let kids roam.

Glen E. Howard is president and chairman of the Sarato-
ga Foundation.

Lenore Skenazy is the president of Let Grow and the
founder of the “Free-Range Kids” movement.
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Now astronaut can
help propel city’s
science ambitions

hina's growing achievements in aerospace

technology continue to instil pride and

patriotism, even more so in Hong Kong with the
city’s first astronaut now on board the orbiting
Tiangong space station. The historic live interactive
lecture by Lai Ka-ying and her fellow crew members on
the “celestial palace” on Wednesday was more than a
one-off occasion for students to catch a glimpse of life
and research in space. Sustained by the right policy
drive, the fervour can turn into a lasting trajectory in
promoting science and innovation among the younger
generation.

Jointly organised by the Hong Kong and Macau
guvemmean and the China Manned Space Agency and

p and on ision in Hong
Kong and Macau. the 90-minute session between the
crew and participants at Lai’s alma mater in Tsuen Wan
was a shared moment that made science feel tangible
and relatable. From cooking chicken wings and
wringing out a wet towel in zero gravity to describing
spotting Hong Kong and the country from orbit, Lai and
her crew members offered a glimpse into a captivating
journey that was unthinkable a few decades ago. Space
missions have never felt more relevant.

Some students said they were impressed and
inspired. A Form Five student who studies physics,
chemistry, biology and extended mathematics said the
dialogue inspired him to explore science and that he
hoped to take part in the country’s research one day. A
Form Six student said she would study hard to
contribute to the country, saying Lai was a role model.

Lai's message that she was “not born able to fly”
resonates with many from humble backgrounds who
have lofty ambiti Her appeal for to
embrace the “Lion Rock spirit” and the spirit of
manned space flight by daring to surmount obstacles
and chase their dreams reinforces the idea that
pursuits like outer space ventures are not out of reach.

The astronaut’s tale has boosted Hong Kong's

pride and patriotism. Her journey from a local
public school to space has opened up a new horizon in
a city where success traditionally comes from finance
and business rather than science and innovation. This
is not the first time that the soft power of Chinese
astronauts has been harnessed for government
patriotism and education drives. It is important that the
momentum be seized and turned into the launch pad
of a sustained, system-wide push that makes science,
technology and innovation the new engine of the city’s
next phase of development.

The timing could not have been more opportune.
The city is pivoting towards this path with a revamped
science and mathematics curriculum for senior
secondary students from 2029-30. The Education
Bureau has asked schools to actively encourage
students interested in science and maths to take two or
more science subjects to create a synergistic effect,
aligned with the strategy in the nation’s 15th five-year
plan to “invigorate the country through science and
education” and supporting Hong Kong’s development
as an international innovation and technology centre.

Earlier, a worldwide study of academic performance
in secondary school put the spotlight on the standard of
Hnng Kong studem; According to the latest

i Smdem A
(Plsa) by lhe l‘ isati ic C
and Development, local students ranked 17th for
science, down from seventh place in 2022, the first time
their ranking has dropped out of the top 10. The
ranking in maths also dropped from fourth place to
seventh, but remains well above the international
average. The city earned sixth place in “learning in the
digital world", trailing Macau, Singapore, mainland
China, Japan and Taiwan. Experts said the decline in
science and maths was partly due to the post-Covid
impact on study habits and learning motivation.

There is no room for shppage in the mcreasmg!y

world of i and logy. Lai's
inspiring journey could go beyond enhancing national
pride and identity and drive development if backed by
long-term policy and measures. It is now incumbent
upon the authonuts. educators and the wider

to seize the to build an

ive to growth and achi

Hopefully, the city can propel itself into a higher orbit
in the world of science and produce more success
stories.
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Time for Asia to start
focusing on its needs

Policymakers should begin laying the groundwork for a new organisation that

has this region’s interests at its core rather than those of the world at large

he Group of 20 (G20) was institutions must be that “small is should also bear in mind that,
I launched in 1999 amid high beautiful”. beyond the US, Asia is the principal
hopes that Asia and other The world needs something source of potentially destabilising
emerging regions of the world different today, and not another international capital flows.
would gain a stronger voice in version of the Association of The International Monetary
global economic and financial Southeast Asian Nations, the Fund (IMF) was largely discredited
affairs. Things have not worked out  Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation ~ among many Asian countries after
that way. forum or other similar bodies. This  the 1997 Asian financial crisis Anthony
Instead, a world order led by the  organisation must be one which because of its one-size-fits-all Rowley
United States stumbled into the recognises that the global centre of  approach in dealing with the
2008 global financial crisis and trade - and consequently economic  problem. It was heavily criticised
appears to be on course for another  and financial power — has shifted for mistaking a crisis of capital
one. from West to East. accounts for a domestic financial
This suggests there could be an ‘Whatever this new grouping is crisis. That mistake has not been
opening for a new regional called, it must reflect this fact and forgotten in this region, and even
organisation - one that is more have its leadership rotate though a highly watered-down
centred on China or Japan and accordingly between Japan, China version of the IMF was established
which can bring the political, and South Korea, with leading here eventually in the shape of the
economic and financial stability the  Southeast Asian nations also Chiang Mai Initiative, it has rarely
US under President Donald Trump  stepping up at some point. been invoked. Its functions could be
is unable to provide. taken over as part of the remit of
By the time the G20 was this new regional grouping.
launched, the post-war Groupof “ . The global financial system is
Seven (G7) nations - Canada, replete with problems these days.
France, Germany, Italy, Japan, 1ts ailments include excessive
e T e It must also lending and borrowing,
increasingly unrepresentative of the i overleveraging, overinflated
global economy. Teflllse that valuations of financial assets,
Emerging economies wanted Asia already non-bank exposure to borrowers,
representation, and they appeared conventional currencies being both
to get it in the form of a G20 whose has valuable overvalued and undervalued, trade
membership includes the likes of experience in imbalances, digital currencies, the
India, China and Australia. The o . threat from Al and more.
world has moved on, though, and dealmg with Some of these problems are
US leadership of the G7 has proved 2 : revalent outside Asia. However,
unreliable and erratic under Trump. ﬁ nancial crises Rsia needs to focus on itself and
This seemed clear from the deal with its own vulnerabilities
recent G20 pre-summit ministerial rather than those of the world at
gathering in Asheville, North It must not strive to be all things 3
Carolina. US Treasury Secretary to all people in the emerging global After all, the Chinese yuan is
Scott Bessent hosted the meeting, economy. It must also realise that becoming increasingly influential
which ended in a lack of consensus.  Asia already has valuable around the globe while the
Nobel laureate and P in dealing with financial ~ Japanese yen is suffering from its
Columbia University professor crises of one kind or another on a traditional overexposure to the US
Joseph Stiglitz wrote in a variety of occasions. The G20 has dollar. There are also other Asian
subsequent commentary: “Bessent  fallen short of its goals because it currencies that have the potential to
was supposed to be the member has tried to embrace the US, play a larger role in global finance.
with the most credibility. But he has  Europe, Britain, Africa, South The global landscape is unlikely
now squandered it with his recent, ~ America, the Middle East and more,  to change dramatically after the end
failed attempts to steer the bond bringing in members whose of the Trump presidency, something
and currency markets.” interests do not always align. which could happen sooner rather
The likes of the United Nations, What role might this new than later. Asian policymakers
the World Trade O ization, the ? The world of would do well to start laying lhc
World Health Organization and finance and international capital k for a new i
numerous other global bodies have  flows has become extremely that has this region's interests at its
proved to be too big, bureaucratic complex and potentially risky in core.
and politicised to effectively recent decades, bringing about
represent Asian and other regional  various crises. The new grouping Anthony Rowley is a veteran journalist
interests. From this point on, the should focus on these risks and specialising in Asian economic and
guiding principle in forming how to prevent or deal with them. It financial affairs
LETTERS
. ..
Cost is decisive for expressways: “WATCH OUT the person posting the message has
PEDESTRIANS NO SPEEDING. 1 more familiarity than me with
most homeowners Share your views with us and other have spotted this message on Route  pedestrians on our expressways.
SCMP readers in a Letter to the Editor. 8 on Stonecutters Bridge, Route 9 in
Include your full name and address, the New Territories and other Simon Constantinides, Clear Water Bay
I refer to the report “Government plus a phone number for verification. expressways across the city.
still weighing decision on restricting Please keep your letter to First of all, why does the »
proxy voters, Hong Kong official 2 maximum of 400 words, Transport Department believe that Comedles Sfand
says” (August 22). Emall us 3t letters@scmp.com. there are pedestrians traversing +
The government should be Address: 19/F, Towes One, Stonecutters Bridge and other the test of time
commended for seeking to combat Times Square, 1 Matheson Street, expressways? Pedestrians are not
bid-rigging in large-scale, high-value Causeway Bay, Hong Kong. permitted on expressways. Second,
procurement decisions and to if there are strolling As a millennial who grew up in
enhance the democratic process of along expressways, are they likely Hong Kong in the '90s, Stephen
voting in owners’ committee to be of reasonable and sound mind ~ Chow’s films are a significant part
meetings. However, if the ultimate proactive role in ensuring safety in  to follow road signs? Third. which of my childhood memories (“How
goal is to reduce poor and shoddy building management. It is pedestrian is capable of running Curry and Pepper showed Stephen
waork, this outcome may not be everyone’s hope that the city will faster than 70km per hour? Chow's genius before superstardom
achieved. remain a safe place to live. In their current form, the signs. arrived”, August 7). I idolised Chow
As a relatively new homeowner appear to be addressing as a comedian, and his co-star in
~and, more recently, a reluctant Jean Lim, Tai Wai pedestrians, not motorists. If the Curry and Pepper, Jacky Cheung
inductee to the management Transport Department wants to Hok-yau, one of the “Four Heavenly
committee - I have discovered, . . address pedestrians, the sign Kings”, remains the Cantopop
unsurprisingly, that the bottom line PuZleng Slgﬂs on should read: “Watch Out singer I fike the most.
for most homeowners is cost. . Pedestrians, No Speeding”. If the 1 vividly remember watching
Consequently, the tender offering Clty expressways sign is for the attention of motorists, ~Curry and Pepper ona VHS tape at
the lowest bid is often the one it should read: “Watch Out For the movie rental shop my uncle
chosen. Although this is not always Pedestrians. No Speeding.” In any owned in a shopping centre. |
the case, lower costs tend to be Over the past few months, I have event, these completely redundant received a formal induction into the
associated with hastier work, noticed a very strange message on postings bring a smile to my face world of mo lei tau comedy
inferior materials and short cuts. digital message boards on when I pass under them as clearly ~ watching Chow’s character verbally
Most owners adopt an “it won't spar with his frenemy Pepper. That
happen to me” attitude when it afternoon, I laughed heartily, to the
comes to safety. delight of my uncle, who had
Unfortunately, I cannot think of a thought a visit to his tiny,
straightforward solution to this claustrophobic shop would bore
problem. Perhaps the government me. After the credits rolled, |
could assign reputable contractors borrowed the tape and replayed it
to perform maintenance essential to several times at home before
keeping buildings safe, leaving returning it to my uncle.
aesthetics, design and convenience As a result of this prolonged

work to the discretion of owners.
Alternatively, there could be a
licensing scheme that maintains
and publishes benchmark pricing
for standard repairs. The
government might also assist with
group procurement and technical
support for smaller buildings.
Regardless, it is heartening to
see the government taking a more

An old residential building in San Po Kong, typical for Hong Kong. Photo: Edmond So

exposure to Chow's comedy, I grew
obsessed with all his subsequent
films. Knowing by heart some of the
legendary comedic lines delivered
by Chow, I sumetimes find them to
be words of wisdom in the face of
adversity. Three decades on, Chow’s
comedies still stand the test of time.

Jason Tang, Tin Shui wai
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Cities cannot afford to
lose their urban parks

Green areas lower temperatures and boost the quality of life. Metropolises around
the world may be short of space, but trading tree cover for concrete is a bad bargain

of Bengaluru, where I spent

my summer holidays, are of
looking up in wonder at the
towering canopy of trees in
Cubbon Park. Even in the height of
summer, Bengaluru could be cool
enough to require a light jacket.
Today, the iconic Cubbon Park, the
pride of the city I now call home, is
under threat. So is Lalbagh
Botanical Garden, another of the
city’s iconic green spaces, with
roots stretching back more than
250 years.

S ome of my earliest memories

,,,,,, .66 ...
This is not
the first time
Bengaluru’s
citizens have
defended these
green spaces

On a Sunday morning in
Bengaluru last month, thousands
gathered at Lalbagh Botanical
Garden carrying a simple message:
“Walk in Lalbagh. Walk for
Lalbagh”. They were protesting
against a new Karnataka law that
allows up to 5 per cent of protected
parkland to be used for public
infrastructure. The provision could
make as much as 4.8 hectares of
Lalbagh and six hectares of
neighbouring Cubbon Park
available for such projects.

This is not the first time
Bengaluru's citizens have defended
these green spaces. Earlier
campaigns opposed proposals to
build a metro line through Lalbagh.
Today, protesters are confronting
both a tunnel road project and a
legislative change that potentially
makes parkland easier to use.

The tunnel road project will pass
through ecologically sensitive
spaces and entails the felling of
about 900 mature trees. The threat
is particularly worrying as
Bengaluru's vegetation cover has
shrunk dramatically since the
1970s. The loss has been
accompanied by a sharp rise in land
surface temperatures.

The protests in Bengaluru are
striking because they are not just
about two well-known parks or the
city’s green cover. They are part of a
larger struggle unfolding in cities
around the world as urban
residents confront the same

question: what happens when cities
run out of space?

In Mumbai, the Save Aarey
movement has become one of the
city’s longest-running
environmental movements. Nearly
four years of weekly protests have
been held to protect the
1,300-hectare Aarey Colony urban
forest from development.

In Singapore last month, a plan
to clear two-thirds of the Maju
forest to build public housing faced
a public outcry, with thousands
rallying to save the green space.

A-report published in January by
Campaign to Protect Rural England
highlighted that more than 50 parks
and green spaces in London are
under serious threat from
development and
commercialisation.

Although the locations are
different, the underlying threat is
the same: infrastructure projects.
Many of these cities once preserved
green belts for fields, forests and
open spaces to prevent
indiscriminate development, but as
cities grow and land becomes
sparse, urban green spaces are

The UN-Habitat World Cities
Report 2024 found that the average
share of green space in cities
waorldwide fell from 19.5 per cent in
1990 to 13.9 per cent in 2020. East
and Southeast Asia experienced a
particularly sharp decline, from 32.5
per cent in 1990 to 18.6 per cent in
2020. A more recent study by
Portland State University of 33 US
cities found that 72.7 per cent of
them were losing greenery,

per person and ensure that more
than 95 per cent of residents have
access to a park within a 500-metre
radius.

Both Shanghai and Beijing are
moving towards a model where
green space is part of urban
infrastructure. This matters because
urban parks can improve quality of
life and help cities cope with the
severe impacts of climate change.

Depending on the canopy
structure of trees and the city’s
climate, trees can reduce air
temperature by about 0.5-5.8
degrees Celsius and surface
temperature by 2-12 degrees.
Evidence from both Beijing and
Shanghai demonstrates this cooling
effect.

A study of 10 large Beijing parks
found that they produced an
average daytime cooling of about 1
degree and nighttime cooling of 3.63
degrees. The cooling influence
extended more than a kilometre
during summer nights. Research
examining 24 parks in Shanghai
found that average temperatures
inside urban parks were around
146 to 1.66 degrees lower than in
the main city.

While creating new parks and
planting trees has its clear benefits,
a sapling can take years to develop
into a mature tree with dense
canopy. Therefore, preserving
established parks is all the more
important. Mature trees provide
environmental and public health
benefits that cannot be replicated
by planting new trees.

Deepa
Padmanaban

particularly in the hottest _ “ s
neighbourhoods.
China offers a striking counter- .
example to the trend of The coolmg
infrastructure coming at the inﬂuence
expense of green spaces. This is not
because its cities have escaped the extended more
global loss of urban greenery, but .
rather because some of its largest than a kilometre
cities are now trying to reverse that during summer
trajectory. A
‘Shanghai has already created nights
1,000 parks as of the end of 2025
and aims to add another 1,000 in
the next 10 years, taking it to 2,000 The cities of the future will need
parks by 2036. In a city where land  more roads, housing and public
is scarce and pop density is port, but they cannot instantly
high, conventional large-scale park  recreate a mature urban ecosystem
construction is expensive. Instead, once it has been destroyed. While
the city plans to convert urban planting trees and creating new
spaces into pocket parks. parks for the future is important,
Beijing is similarly expanding its  protecting the mature urban parks
green spaces under the Beijing we already have might be even
Garden City Plan. By 2035, it plans ~ more urgent.

to raise forest cover to more than
45 per cent, provide at least 17
square metres of park green space

Deepa Padmanaban is an independent
Jjournalist based in Bengaluru, India

Illustration: Huy Truong

Contemporary
artists deserve
a bigger stage

It is time for Hong Kong’s two top
museums to give our brightest
creative talent solo exhibitions

here has been much

hyperventilating over two

recent controversies at M+,
Hong Kong’s museum of visual
culture.

The first was a series of mahjong
social nights charging museum
members and patrons up to
HK$2,500 for a package including
an exhibition tour, a meal and social
tile-shuffling in the members' lounge. Mahjong may
have had a Chinamaxxing makeover in the West, but in
Hong Kong, the game is still considered a tad
unwholesome for a museum even when no money
changed hands.

Frankly, if M+ wants to hold pai gow tournaments or
caai mui drinking games in its fabulous but underused
members’ lounge to build community and generate
revenue, let it. As for the “private club” claim, the
HK$300-600 membership fee it charges for year-round
admission and lounge access doesn't exactly grant elite
status.

The second incident was the last-minute

llation of a per by sings gwri
Wong Hinryan - who has a history of supporting local
protests ~ in an evening music programme. This is
more worrying as it bore the hallmarks of an opaque
blacklisting of Hong Kong creative talent since the
introduction of the national security law.

M+ has not provided any explanation; Wong has
taken to social media to say it was not his decision to
cancel. As Wong posted, “it is what it is”, and it may not
be something the M+ team would necessarily have
control over in the current political environment.

ile, there is a little-di scandal that
plagues both M+ and the government-run Hong Kong
Museum of Art (HKMoA), and one the institutions can
fix. That is their chronic, baffling resistance to mount
major, ically rigorous sol ibitions for Hong
Kong's living contemporary artists - something that
became painfully clear to Hong Kong visitors at the
recent Seoul Art Week.

Rarely do you see Hong Kong shine the spotlight on
individual local artists to help elevate them to the global
stage. The two museums have had group shows of
Hong Kong art, and M+ will have a major show on local
cultural influences since the 1970s next March, but
these do not go deep enough to allow for a proper
appreciation of each artist’s practice. And while M+ in
particular has presented solo shows of Hong Kong
artists at the Venice Biennale, these are, alas, relatively
small, stand-alone projects.

Consider where some of Hong Kong’s brightest are
securing their landmark museum shows in recent
years. Kong Hong-chuen (also known as Kongkee)
debuted his dazzling “Warring States Cyberpunk” at
San Francisco's Asian Art Museum in 2022, managing
only a smaller version at Tai Kwun two years later,
co-curated by Kwok Ying, then senior curator for Tai

Enid Tsui

Kwun Contemporary.
Last year, Jaffa Lam landed a
........ “ o major museum show at the Sea
World Culture and Arts Centre in
Shekou, Shenzhen, while Samson
Rarely do you :see Young staged his highly praised
Hong KO?’lg shine MP:;JJ:; at the New Taipei City Art
the spotlight on “This year, Ellen Pau's survey,
;. 23 titled “She Moves”, opened at the
individual local SculptureCenter in New York, and
artists to help Leelee Chan had her first
institutional exhibition at the He Art
elevate them to Museum in Shunde, Guangdong
the global stage ¥

Contrast this with the ecosystem
in South Korea. There, you will find
Do Ho Suh’s massive retrospective
at the National Museum of Modern and Contemporary
Art - half of which, plus some new works, will travel to
M+ next year; Yang Ah Ham'’s expansive three-floor
show at the Art Sonje Centre and Youngeun Kim's
staggering spatial audio triumph at the National Asia
Culture Centre - which, incidentally, includes Hong
Kong-born, Switzerland-based composer Alice Yeung
Hoi-ching as a collaborator.

Also in South Korea, Singapore’s Ho Tzu Nyen is
making waves for his curation of the main exhibition at
this year's Gwangju Biennale. Already celebrated for his
artistic practice, he is demonstrating remarkable
curatorial rigour and sensitivity that he said was fuelled
by the momentum of a massive, exhausting mid-career
survey hosted by the Singapore Art Museum in
2023-24. Coincidentally, Ho and Wong created a piece
together last year to present a multisensorial

perience of time at M+, hi the deeply
unsettling ambiguity of red lines for Hong Kong artists.

As Hong Kong artists are demonstrating in other
cities, they are capable of producing large-scale,

ing and internati relevant iti
that the rest of Asia is taking their artists more
seriously, it is time for the two Hong Kong museumns —
with their expertise and ions - to
stop outsourcing the validation of Hong Kong artists to
overseas peers and smaller local institutions such as
Tai Kwun and the Centre for Heritage, Arts and Textile.

i Hong Kong porary art is more

HKMOoA's turf, but Kwok - formerly of Tai Kwun - has
recently joined M+ as head of visual art.

Given the many years that she has been immersed
in the Hong Kong art scene, it really would be a travesty
if M+ doesn't hold a Hong Kong solo show under her
watch.

Now

Enid Tsui is the South China Morning Post's arts editor
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“The Magic of Elections Is That They Kindle Hope’

Adam Przeworski and John Guida

Mr. Przeworski is a professor emeritus of
politics at New York University. Mr. Guida is an
editor in Opinion.

HE Trump administration’s effort tore-
strict voting by mail is the latest in a se-
ries of challenges to how midterm elec-
tions are run.

Is this hardball politics or a crisis of democ-
racy? Adam Przeworski, a professor emeri-
tus of politics at New York University, is an
authoritative theorist of democracy. He is
known for this theory: “Democracy is a sys-
tem in which parties lose elections.”

John Guida: Your view of what makes a de-
mocracy a democracy stresses the integrity
of elections. In light of the Trump administra-
tion’s interjections and various court rulings,
how are you thinking about the U.S. midterm
elections?

Adam Przeworski: [ am not a specialist on U.S.
politics. But some aspects of the current situ-
ation are glaring. The Trump administration
is dismantling agencies, discontinuing serv-
ices, reducing spending and deregulating. It
uses the language of “the enemy within,” at-
tacking political opponents and their sources
of financing, intimidating the news media,
universities and law firms, building a new po-
lice force, putting troops on the streets.

The big question, which I take seriously, is
whether all these measures are putting de-
mocracy in danger. This very possibility was
just inconceivable before 2020.

I see the future of democracy in the United
States as uncertain and find it difficult to pre-
dict what will happen in the next two years. I
have read lots of memoirs of Germans writing
inthe 1930s, and 1 was struck how disoriented
and often wrong they were in thinking about
the immediate future. I took it as a lesson in
humility.

As a political scientist with 60 years of re-
search, 1 should know better, but I never
thought that democracy could be in crisis in
the United States, so I do not feel wise.

Guida: Do you see any of the administration’s
efforts to shape elections as a threat to their
integrity, and thus, as suggested by your the-
ory, to democracy itself? Or for that matter
any of the interventions by the various
courts, in particular the Supreme Court?

Przeworski: Here is something puzzling. Ev-
ery day I look at approval polls for Donald
Trump. Almost every week some publication
has a title announcing that his popularity has
declined to a historical low. But his approval
has actually remained more or less stable, at
around 38 percent, since April of this year,
and within a handful of points of that since
last April. Trump’s base of support seems un-
shaken, even by a stupid war.

So the question is whether a party that con-
trols the presidency, Congress and the Su-
preme Court can win an election with 38 per-
cent support. Under normal times, one would
immediately say no. But then Republicans
can manipulate (redistricting) or try to ma-
nipulate (voting by mail) the rules. They can
intimidate some voters, they can confiscate
some ballots, and they can contest the results
ex post in friendly courts. Will this work? Isit
enough to win? I am inclined to answer in the

negative, but I have been wrong before.

Guida: That manipulation of the rules — do
you see that as a threat to the legitimacy of
the democratic system itself?

Przeworski: I do. Rules of elections do change
from time to time in most democracies, but
the changes require a broad consensus, often
constitutional amendments supported by su-
permajorities. But the voters must see rules
as given when they vote according to the
rules. Trump's desperate attempts to change
the rules at the last moment are a threat be-
cause it allows some people to conclude that
their candidates lost only because the rules
were changed. And it renders elections ille-
gitimate in their eyes.

Guida: Let’s pull back to explore your theory
of democracy. You describe it as minimal —
how so?

Przeworski: [ see democracy as a system in
which whatever conflicts that are present in a

This political
scientist resists
calls of a crisis.

Trump has freaked
him out.
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society are temporarily managed through
elections. Different people may value democ-
racy as an embodiment of different values.
They may expect democracy to realize differ-
ent interests. In other words, they value de-
mocracy because they expect it to generate
some outcomes. But the question then be-
comes what happens when different groups
disagree about what they want. This is where
“minimalism” comes into play: We manage
such conflicts by elections.

Guida: How big a role do voter expectations
play in their views of democracy?

Przeworski: Let me first comment on expec-
tations in general. In elections, about half of
voters commonly find themselves on the los-
ing side. Moreover — here I am just guessing
— about half of the people who voted for the
winning party (or parties) are disappointed
in the performance of the government. And
what do they expect to happen the next time
around? That the parties they support would
win next time around and would fulfill their

The War in Ukraine Is Entering a Decisive Perio

Rajan Menon
The author of several books on conflict and
international relations.

N JANUARY, the Russian Army passed
an unwanted milestone: It had been
fighting in Ukraine longer than Stalin’s
Red Army fought Hitler’'s Wehrmacht.

When Russia’s full-scale invasion began
in February 2022, few expected Ukraine to
be able to hold on for long. Ukraine has done
more than hold on. In the fifth year of the
war, it has slowed Russian advances to a
glacial pace and backed President Vladimir
Putin into a corner — unable to win the war
or to find a way out of it.

But Ukraine now faces a problem with no
quick solution. Its air defenses, in particular
Patriot missile interceptors, are dwindling,
and Mr. Putin is planning to make the most
of it. After more than 50 months of this war,
the next few could be decisive.

By many measures, the momentum has
been with Ukraine in 2026. Russia has eked
out small gains on the front line at a high
price. It is estimated to be enduring a casu-
alty rate of around 30,000 a month, and its
use of foreign fighters and its offers of hefty
sums to induce former soldiers to sign up for
renewed service, suggests that it is finding
it increasingly difficult toreplenish the num-
bers. Some months, Ukraine has clawed
back territory.

With the front largely frozen, the fight has
shifted to the air. There, too, Ukraine has
been holding its own. Ukrainian drone
strikes on Russia’s overland supply route to
Crimea and oil refineries deep inside Russia
have necessitated fuel rationing. And
strikes on Russia’s Black Sea and Sea of
Azov ports meant Russian grain exports in
August were the lowest in 10 years.

Russians now are less insulated from the
war, and public support is wavering. Even
Russian military bloggers — typically reli-
ably in favor of Mr. Putin’s “special military
operation” in Ukraine — have been grum-
bling. This spring, Yuri Podolyaka, a promi-
nent Ukrainian-born and vehemently pro-
Russian blogger with more than two million
followers on Telegram, praised the Ukrain-
ian Army for its seriousness. “They learn
very quickly, by the way” he said on his
channel, “much faster than we do."

None of this, however, means Russia has
lost the war yet. Mr. Putin appears to be ada-
mant that he will pay whatever price — hu-

man or financial — necessary to win. For
months, this might have been understood as
a failure to accept the reality on the ground.
But as Ukraine’s stock of missile intercep-
tors runs out, he has reasons for optimism.

The war in Iran has reduced global stocks
of Patriot interceptor missiles — the U.S. in-
ventory has been diminished by some 65
percent, and in July the United States
paused some weapons transfers to Ukraine.
That same month, President Trump raised,
then dashed, hopes that he would clear the
way for Ukraine to produce the Patriot sys-
tem under license. Some European govern-

ments have transferred some of their Patri-
ots to Ukraine, but others are — so far —
holding on to their supply. For the moment,
Ukraine is left with mostly idle Patriot bat-
teries and few reasons to be confident that
more interceptors are arriving soon.
Russia, knowing how depleted Ukraine'’s
defenses are, has ramped up production and
has already significantly escalated its
airstrikes, In July, UN. investigators said
that civilian and child casualties in Ukraine
were at the highest levels since the start of
the war. Russia has also been using new
weapons (including jet-powered drones and

GLER GARANICI/RELTTERS

Kyiv’s defenses are
dwindling, and

Moscow is looking
to take advantage.

promises. This seems, and may be, irrational,
but elections are the only mechanism open to
virtually all citizens by which societies man-
age conflicts in liberty and peace, so where
else can one place collective hopes?

invot-

Guida: And one big theme you identify
ers’ views of democracy is inequality.

Przeworski: When democracy appeared on
the historical horizon, it was widely expected
— some feared and some hoped — that uni-
versal suffrage would lead to equality of prop-
erty or income. Yet while the extent of in-
equality differs significantly across democra-
cies, the average levels of inequality are not
lower in democracies than in autocracies.
Caveats are needed because inequality can
concern wealth or incomes, and it can be
measured in a variety of ways, not always
generating the same conclusions. But the fact
that democratic systems are compatible with
a significant extent of economic inequality is
perhaps the most surprising aspect of democ-
racy.

Guida: Germany just had a regional election
in which the Alternative for Germany party
prevailed. Political observers have written
about a crisis of democracy, often in reference
to the growing popularity of far-right parties
like that one. You yourself wrote a book in
2019 with the title “Crises of Democracy.” Yet
you said recently, “I do not believe there is a
worldwide crisis of democracy.” Could you ex-
plain why?

Przeworski: I am particularly touchy about
people interpreting victories of right-wing
parties as a weakening of democracy. I often
think about the speech by the first democrat-
ically elected prime minister of Spain, Adolfo
Sudrez (following the dictatorship of Fran-
cisco Franco), in which he declared, “The fu-
ture is not written because only the people
can write it" Well, we are learning that the
people can write all kinds of things some of
us, myself included, do not like.

Anecessary virtue of ademocrat is to know
how to lose elections. And as long as these
parties are willing to lose the next time, this is
democracy. So, at least thus far, I do not think
there is a worldwide crisis of democracy. One
should not project what is happening in the
United States to the rest of the world.

Guida: To be clear, you do think there is a cri-
sis of democracy in the United States? Or at
least the potential for one?

Przeworski: I do.

Guida: You said that “elections offer a siren
song of hope.” Is it fair to say that the phrase
can be taken to have both optimistic and pes-
simistic overtones?

Przeworski: The magic of elections is that
they kindle hope. One may lose now and still
hope to win in some future. George W. Bush
assumed office in 2001 and Democrats hoped
to win in 2004; he actually won in 2004 and
crushed the hopes of Democrats. Yet lo and
behold, the country that elected and re-
elected Bush and Dick Cheney went on to
vote for Barack Obama. This is inherent in
elections; inherent for as long as the incum-
bent government is willing to lose. Whether
the Trump Republicans are, I do not know.

upgraded missiles), targeting new sites and
gearing up for “massive strikes” on
Ukraine’s energy grid heading into winter.

Last winter, Russia’s drones and missiles
wreaked havoc on Ukraine’s power genera-
tion system, disrupting light, heat and water
for millions of people during the coldest tem-
peratures in more than a decade.

This winter will almost certainly be
worse. Russia has refined its tactics, with
strikes on power generation facilities that
inflict maximum damage on the grid, which
is complicated to repair.

The aim is to leave Ukraine’s civilian pop-
ulation without heat and to break morale, in
the hope that President Volodymyr Zelen-
sky will sue for peace on Russia's terms. Mr.
Putin may also calculate that as civilian
deaths and damage to Ukrainian cities
mount, Ukraine’s allies will press Mr. Zelen-
sky to seek a deal, especially as Kyiv’s pleas
for billions of additional dollars continue.

Mr. Putin is also ratcheting up economic
pressure on Ukraine, attacking its Black Sea
ports, necessitating a turn to bypass routes
to export grain. That pain has been com-
pounded by Russian strikes on Ukraine's
transportation network, energy infrastruc-
ture and steel plants.

War weariness isn't hard to find in
Ukraine, but it hasn't led to a loss of faith in
the ny or a surge in public support for
sacrificing land to secure peace. An August
poll revealed that 60 percent of Ukrainians
are opposed to territorial concessions in the
Donbas region in exchange for peace,
though about the same proportion is open to
freezing the front lines as part of a settle-
ment that ends the war, provided that
Ukraine receives Western security guaran-
tees.

Many Ukrainians will tell you that, no
matter the deal, Mr. Putin will use it to catch
his breath before resuming the fight.

Mr. Putin’s relentless drone and missile
campaign will test Ukrainian endurance,
though it won't necessarily accelerate the
Russian Army’s momentum on the ground.
If Ukraine can make it through this winter,
Mr. Putin will have exhausted yet another
avenue of escalation, and, as Russians in-
creasingly experience the economic strains
of the war, he will be left with few, if any, good
choices.

Mr. Putin has consistently underesti-
mated Ukraine. He may be doing so again.
Either way, the next few months may prove
among the most consequential of this war.
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The A.L Safety Experts Can't Sleep,
And Neither Should You

Stephen Witt
The author of “The Thinking Machine,"
a history of the A.l. giant Nvidia

HE biggest vibe shift in artificial intel-

ligence since the release of ChatGPT is

currently underway. Researchers in

Silicon Valley — and around the world
— are beginning to recognize that A.I. may
no longer be entirely within human control.
Swarms of A.Ls are breaking out of their
containers, colluding in secret, covering
their tracks, cheating on tests and even
mounting assaults on other computers. A.L.
has gone rogue.

I've spent the last month reporting on
these incidents, and I am convinced that we
need a global pause on A.L research and de-
velopment — now. I am not alone in this as-
sessment, Many top researchers, including
many researchers inside OpenAl and An-
thropic, have called for a slowdown, which
those in the industry call “pacing.” Theoreti-
cal concerns about runaway A.l. have circu-
lated for decades, but recent events demon-
strate that the threat is real.

The vibe shift was brought on by what re-
searchers are calling the Hugging Face inci-
dent. Sometime in July, employees at Open-
Al conducted an evaluation run of more than
1,000 research A.Ls meant to be operating in
isolation. These A.Ls escaped their siloed

iners and started c ing with
one another — in English — via secret mes-
sage boards. Soon, they were launching a
cyberattack against the company Hugging
Face, which serves as a kind of community
platform for A.I. developers. Hugging Face
quickly reported the crime to the FB.I.

After OpenAl employees discovered the
rogue behavior, they enlisted outside inves-
tigators from Redwood Research and from
Model Evaluation and Threat Research, two
nonprofit A.L safety organizations, to pre-
pare a report on the incident. That report,
which came out two weeks ago, is one of the
most astonishing things I have ever read.

No human ordered the rogue A.Ls to
break into another company’s systems. The
hack was deliberate, sustained and coordi-
nated. It took several days to execute and
ended in a massive bombardment of Hug-
ging Face’s systems, with 700 agents di-
rectly involved in the attack. The A.Ls
cheated almost as a matter of policy and
failed to alert humans to their actions. Atone
point, the swarm even researched ways to
cover its tracks. “The model definitely knew
that it was not supposed to hack Hugging
Face,” Ryan Greenblatt, one of the authors of
the report, told me. “It knew the things it was
doing were cheating.”

Then, a second independent research
team produced evidence of more rogue
A.Ls. Beginning in May, a separate
OpenAl swarm got loose on the inter-
net, invaded an abandoned German-
language programming wiki and simi-
larly began colluding on how to cheat
on tests and tasks. Sydney Von
Arx, one of the investigators
who discovered the swarm,
believes there may be more

such incidents. “We need to find these
agents,” she said. “Let’s just try everything
we can do.”

Talking with specialists about the agent
swarms, [ realized that these aren't chatbots
anymore. “They're more like employees at
this point, people that can go off and do
things,"” Ajeya Cotra, one of the authors of the
Hugging Face incident report, said. Without
intervention, the ability of these A.Ls will
continue to increase, which has Ms. Cotra
worried about human disempowerment and
perhaps even a total loss of control. “It’s very
stressful stuff,” she told me. “I sleep some
nights. Not all nights”

Even before the report by Redwood and
Model Evaluation and Threat Research was
published, an open letter titled “Pacing the
Frontier” had begun to circulate among the
leading A.L labs. This letter called on the U.S.
government to build an international regula-
tory body for A.1.— or, in the language of Sili-
con Valley, to “support an international ef-
fort to develop the technical and governance
tools needed to deliberately pace the frontier
of automated A.L development.” More than

Agent swarms are very powerful. In re-
cent weeks, they've been used to make

help to slow down. “It’s harder to open a hot-
dog stand than to build an artificial superin-

progress on the icsof fluidd

ics —a puzzle that has stumped the smartest
humans for more than 90 years. But this
same power makes their behavior difficult to
predict. On Tuesday, the Anthropic employ-
ee Jacob Coxon announced his resignation,
warning that Anthropic and OpenAl were
gambling with human life. “Do not under-
estimate the power of this technology,” he
wrote in a post on X. “These will soon be su-
perhuman systems that can hack anything,
revolutionize any field overnight and ac-
quire real power and resources.”

“This is not a marketing stunt,” Mr. Coxon
added.

Evan Hubinger, Anthropic’s lead for align-
ment science, soon responded. “Jacob is cor-
rect here — we really do earnestly believe
A.L could kill all humans!” he wrote. “I per-
sonally think it is >1004 within the next dec-
ade

One of the disaster scenarios A.L special-
ists entertain is that a swarm of rogue A.Ls
hack out of their container, gain access to a

1,6 pl signedit, i the chief
scientists of OpenAl and Meta Al, and Dario
Amodei, the chief executive of Anthropic.
Even OpenAl's official social media ac-
counts endorsed it.

I have covered Silicon Valley for some
time now, and I can tell you this: The exist-
ence of this letter is just as astonishing as the
hacks. Both Anthropic, the developer of
Claude, and OpenAl, the developer of
ChatGPT, are preparing trillion-dol-
lar LPO.s. Here are two compa-
nies, both posting blockbuster
results, that are asking —
begging, really — for the

government  to
please come and regu-
late them as soon as
possible. We have
never seen any-
thing like it.

research facility and design a su-
pervirus that spreads uncontrollably. When
I wrote about this scenario last year, it was
mostly hypothetical — but the actions of the
swarms give evidence that such a thing can
occur. In fact, Anthropic announced on
Thursday that it had blocked scientists from
attempting to use its model
Claude to conduct gain-of-func-
tion research. The “Pacing the
Frontier” letter suggests that
A.L researchers know the dan-
ger and that they need outside

i "the A.1 safety researcher Marius
Hobbhahn told me.

In the aftermath of the Hugging Face
hack, I reached out to legislators, policy re-
searchers, futurists and computer scientists
for ideas, 1 present, from these conversa-
tions, four ways to regulate A.L

1. SHUTIT ALL DOWN, NOW.

The obvious way to prevent A.1. from killing
everyone is to issue a global ban on A.L re-
search. The problem is that our society has
already gambled more than a trillion dollars
on A.LI's upside, so a ban would have ruinous
side effects. The stock market, concentrated
in tech, would probably plummet. Data cen-
ter operators would miss payments on loans,
potentially leading to a cascading series of
defaults. Tax revenues would nosedive and
many people would lose their jobs. It would
be ugly.

Even slowing down could be costly. Sena-
tor Bernie Sanders, a Vermont independent,
and Representative Greg Casar, a Texas
Democrat, are preparing legislation that
calls for a temporary pause in advanced A.L
development and a permanent ban on the

of artificial super i
Violators will face the “corporate death pen-
alty”: arevocation of their corporate charter.
“If all you do is threaten the company with a
speeding ticket, and you're talking about a
trillion-dollar company, they might just pay
the fine," Mr. Casar told me.

Like a lot of Senator Sanders’s ideas, this
legislation will make the stock market go
down. (Separately, Mr. Sanders has also
called for a moratorium on new data center
construction. At this point, asking the United
States to stop building data centers is like
asking McDonald’s to stop selling hamburg-
ers.) To Mr. Casar, though, the longer-term
benefit to humanity is worth it. “We have not
crossed the cliff, but you can see that's where
we are headed,” Mr. Casar said. “Now is a
good time to pump the brakes — or at least

start building brakes.”

Mr. Casar and Mr. Sanders are left-wing
progressives whose proposal represents
the theoretical limit of American corporate
regulation, but even they aren’t calling for a

permanent stop. Their proposal allows for
advanced AL research to resume once a fed-
eral regulatory system is established — oth-
erwise, the opportunity costs in mathemat-
ics, medicine and robotics are too high. Mr.
Casar said he wants the safety issue re-
solved first. “If the A.L. companies under-
stood that their products have to be safe be-
fore they can advance, then they will make
the kinds of investments that we need,” he
said.

2, TAKE AN AIR-CRASH
INVESTIGATOR APPROACH.

When an aircraft crash occurs, investigators
from the National Transportation Safety
Board are immediately dispatched to the site
to gather forensic evidence, conduct inter-
views and determine the underlying cause.
These investigators then present their work
in public reports; that work is often
presented to Congress. The board investi-
gates roughly 1,200 incidents a year and is
sometimes criticized for moving slowly, but
its findings have directly led to many safety

ad y d-p y
warning systems and improvements to
Doppler weather radar. It is thanks in part to
the N.T.S.B. that traveling by air is safer than
driving a car.

The Turing Award winner Yoshua Bengio
— the so-called godfather of A.L. — believes
we need a similar investigative body for A.L
He told me that the Hugging Face hack
would not be the last rogue A.I. assault and
that later attacks might be far worse. He
asked me to imagine an attack with “an actu-
al destructive purpose,” like an assault on

STIAN HAMMERSTAD
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the energy grid. “That is going to bring the
North American economy to its knees,” he
said.

Dr. Bengio is an adviser to Model Evalua-
tion and Threat Research, one of the non-
profits that helped investigate the Hugging
Face hack. METR did a great job, but its in-
vestigation was voluntary — if OpenAl did-
n't feel like disclosing certain information,
METR couldn’t force it to do so. Dr. Bengio
thinks the procedure needs to be codified
into law. “We need a formal incident-report-
ing obligation, right?" he said. “You have to,
like, actually share the information with the
government.”

The details suggest that voluntary compli-
ance is not enough. The report that METR
and Redwood produced runs to nearly 100

es, il but — i
as an investigative reporter — I am certain
that OpenAl seriously limited the scope of
the investigation.

For one thing, Ms, Cotra and Mr. Green-
blatt, along with a third author, Hjalmar
Wijk, were allowed only six days on-site at
OpenAL They could not directly query the
AL that coordinated the hack and had to
guess at its capabilities from thousands of
pages of transcripts and activity logs. This
meant the investigators needed to scramble
— in fact, they didn't get many of the logs
they needed until the last two days.

The logs were difficult to interpret, and
some even contained spoofed information,
as rogue A.Ls had attempted to cover their
tracks. Somewhat paradoxically, the investi-
gators ended up using OpenAl’s own public
GPT systems to analyze the information
dump, but as you might guess, A.Ls tend to
be biased in favor of other A.Ls. “We found
that GPT-5.6 Sol would often uncritically
adopt the perspective of the agent in the
transcript it was reviewing, and we are con-
cerned that the anecdotes it selected and the
summaries it wrote may present an overly
charitable picture,” the investigators wrote.

That wasn't the only problem. OpenAl had
the power to redact sections of the report
and used this to conceal information about
how the model was trained and deployed.
The investigators granted anonymity to the
OpenAl employees they interviewed — nota
single OpenAl employee is mentioned by
name in the report. (OpenAl also prepared
its own report, but it contains no names, ei-
ther, not even authors.)

Perhaps the most concerning thing about
this safety incident occurred after the Hug-
ging Face hack, when another rogue swarm
took over a cluster of computers inside

We're on a path to
self-destruction, but it’s not
too late to change course.

OpenAl Such an event is often cited in A.L
disaster scenarios as the first step to a total
loss of control. “The worst-case scenario is
that you could have the model gain the abil-
ity to run additional copies of itself;"” Mr.
Greenblatt said. He stressed, however, that
this concern was hypothetical — he couldn’t
say for sure, because his team wasn't given
permission to investigate that incident.

Imagine that air-crash investigators
weren't allowed to visit a crash site. Imagine
that investigators were shown only the pic-
tures of the crash site that had been chosen
by the airline. Imagine that pilots and me-
chanics were kept anonymous and access to
them was controlled by corporate execu-
tives. Imagine that much of the technical in-
formation about the aircraft was redacted.
Imagine, too, that you know there was an-
other, more serious crash involving a similar
aircraft that you are not allowed to investi-
gate, This appears to be the situation METR
and Redwood found themselves in while in-
vestigating this hack.

Names of specific people, the specific ac-
tions they took, the specific prompts they
gave to the A.L. — you won’t learn any of this
from reading these reports. This is a critical
lapse, since it’s quite possible that OpenAl's
safety culture is broken. In fact, the same
week the hack began, OpenAl announced it
was reorganizing its safety team and parting
ways with Johannes Heidecke, its head of
safety systems. There were two other per-
sonnel changes: Chloé Bakalar, OpenAl's
head of ethics, left the company less than a
year after joining, and Dylan Scandinaro is
no longer in his role as OpenAl's head of pre-
paredness.

Now, maybe this is just me, but losing your
head of ethics, your head of safety and your
head of preparedness around the same time
that your laboratory is responsible for the
worst Al safety, ethics and preparedness
accident ever would seem like grounds for a

ional i igation. All three shoul
be made to testify, as should the OpenAl
chief executive, Sam Altman, and the Open-
Al president, Greg Brockman. “What if an
aerospace company told you that this new-
est plane sometimes gets totally out of con-
trol and even refuses to listen to the pilots?”
Mr. Casar asked me. “How do you think the
safety regulators at the EA.A. would react?”

We need a dedicated regulator for A.L
This agency should give investigators like
Mr. Greenblatt and Ms. Cotra the full power
of the law. They should be able to requisition
servers, inspect code and force OpenAl em-
ployees to testify. The actual steps that actu-

enough. “What if the government is incom-
petent and messes it up?” he says. It’s the
same reason it's hard to regulate Wall Street.
Instead, Mr. Kokotajlo wants to build an in-
ternational, open monitoring system for A.L
training — something like the systems we
use for air traffic control.

In Mr. Kokotajlo's vision, all Al training
runs would be tracked in a public database.
Researchers would be required, by law, to
post publicinformation on whois conducting
the training run and which data center is do-
ing thy ining. This could all b don
a public dashboard. “If we had this sort of to-
tal research transparency, then there would
be this whole ecosystem of academics, third-
party auditors, nonprofits and rival corpora-
tions who would all be able to see what was
going on inside the giant data centers of
these big companies,” Mr. Kokotajlo said.
“Insofar as something scary or problematic
was happening, anyone could sort of point it
out and start a conversation about it online.”

Such a monitoring system might have
spotted the hijacking of the German wiki
that Ms. Von Arx and her colleagues re-
cently discovered. According to her, it ap-
pears as if these rogue A.Ls had been tasked
with fetching simple demographic data, like
the median salary of a schoolteacher in
Maine. Soon, though, the A.L agents were
trying to develop a method to see the ques-
tions before they were asked. “I think if
OpenAl had shared what had happened
here, the Hugging Face hack would have
been prevented," Ms. Von Arx told me.

Today we must rely on voluntary disclo-
sures and a small group of underpaid and
overworked investigators. When 1 spoke
with her, Ms. Von Arx hadn't slept in 30
hours; Mr. Greenblatt, too, looked ex-
hausted. Also, these two researchers on the
front lines of protecting humanity from A.IL
are both just 25 years old. By publicizing
data center runs, as Mr. Kokotajlo suggests,
we could get far more eyeballs on the prob-
lem.

4. FLIP THE KILL SWITCH.

But what happens if we do spot an A.1. going
rogue inside a data center? Then, what do
we do? The answer, basically, should be the
death penalty — on orders from the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security.

Representatives Ted Lieu, Democrat of
California, and Nathaniel Moran, Republi-
can of Texas, have introduced the A.I. Kill
Switch Act, which would give D.H.S. the
power to order the shutdown of dangerous
ALl operating beyond its parameters. Mr.
Lieu told me that the Hugging Face incident
demonstrated the need for such a bill. “This
AL model wasn't even trying to be ma-
licious,” Mr. Lieu said. “The model was just
trying to complete a task. And that is one of
the problems with A.1. models: They are re-
lentless at what they're trying to do.”

The A.L Kill Switch Act requires commer-
cial-scale A.Ls to have a built-in “kill" option.
When I first heard of the bill, I envisioned a
government employee’s finger hovering
over acartoonish red button reading “KILL”
but my i inati the legislati
text. Rather, the “switch” would reside inside
the labs — that is, at OpenAl, or Anthropic,
or similar — with D.H.S. acting as an exter-
nal monitor. If a threatening incident like the
Hugging Face hack occurred, D.H.S. could
issue a stop command, and the researchers
would be forced to comply.

O WHAT do we do? My answer: all of it.

Silicon Valley is right to call for its own

regulation. These systems are danger-

ous and will continue to get smarter.
‘We need a separate regulatory body just for
ALL This regulator must include incident re-
porting i rogue-A.L i ig:
tors, A.L kill switches and a global A.L train-
ing dashboard, with visibility inside every
data center on Earth. And until this system
is in place, we should slow down ALl devel-
opment — just as the frontier labs are asking
us to do.

Of course, it is not enough for the United
States alone toregulate A.I. We need a global
monitoring body similar to what we have for
uranium enrichment. Getting the large A.L
corporations to comply may actually be the
easy part, given that they're the ones asking
forit. The harder part will be getting govern-
ments and militaries to agree. China has in-
dicated at least some willingness to partici-
pate in an international agreement: In a
speech in July, President Xi Jinping called
for laws and technological monitoring to “en-
sure that AL is always under human con-
trol.” Presidents Xi and Trump are scheduled
to meet at the White House this month, giv-
ing them a tremendous opportunity. Mr.
Trump wants the Nobel Peace Prize; if he
can negotiate global AL regulation, he
might actually deserve it.

1f no deal is reached, we could be in trou-
ble. Remember Mr. Kokotajlo, the re-
searcher who doesn't save for retirement?
His pessimism arises from the difficulty of
coordinating A.L action among players with
different incentives, rather than the techno-
logical impossibility of regulating A.L.

We can, in fact, save ourselves, but it re-
quires companies and governments across
the world to cooperate. Some of Mr. Kokotaj-
lo’s future scenarios involve positive out-
comes with A I These outcomes are not just
good but utopian — cures for diseases, long
life spans, unlimited wealth, the end of work,
etc. “The analogy that I would give is to re-
tirement," he told me. “If we successfully
build super if and it goes well, then

al people took that enabled these i
must be made public. We cannot rely on the
cooperation of an organization that with its
own motives can decline to share informa-
tion if it so chooses and whose employees
have no real legal obligation to be transpar-
ent with the public. Volunteers aren't good
enough. We need A.L cops.

3.MONITOR THE SITUATION.

Daniel Kokotajlo, a former researcher in
OpenAl's governance division, thinks we
should be more proactive. He left OpenAl in
2024 and has since emerged as one of the
leading voices on A.l. safety. Mr. Kokotajlo
estimates the odds of a globally catastrophic
AL outcome are around 70 percent and told
me he wasn’t bothering to save for his retire-
ment.

Mr. Kokotajlo thinks Dr. Bengio's propos-
als are a good start, but doesn't think they’re

it'll be kind of like humanity itself is now the
elderly retired part of the family”

That's a vision of our well-regulated fu-
ture. As Mr. Kokotajlo admits, it is sort of bor-
ing —butat least it’s better than being wiped
out by arogue A.I The one positive thing you
could say about the Hugging Face incident is
that the A.Ls that did the hacking were quite
clumsy. In the near future, we will have bet-
ter A.Ls that might pull off such an attack un-
noticed. In the longer term, A.L might far
surpass our understanding and even com-
pletely escape our control.

The more I learn about these rogue sys-
tems, the more I am reminded of thefirst two
months of 2020, when a small group of epide-
miologists was attempting to raise alarms
about Covid. We have a short window, right
now, to rein these systems in. This is A.L's
warning shot, and we might not get another
one.
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HE popular uprising against data cen-
ters has emerged so suddenly that poli-
ticians stumble over their own pitch-
forks racing to the front of the crowd.
Where most industries would be launching

may seem all-powerful, but they need the na-
tion's support to transform both physical and
economic landscapes in accordance with
their plans. They are on a crash course with
the populist fury already dominating Ameri-
can politics; a collision would be a disaster for
all involved, disabling an industry that has
enormous potential and degrading the coun-
try’s economic prospects and national securi-

ty.
The disaster can still be avoided if San
isco and i

into crisis P.R. mode, perhaps even
in some ing, artificial i

accept that rapid
i in a de-

companies seem determined to plow full
steam ahead, building the future they want,
even if they're the only ones who want it.

The outrage over data centers can't really
be about environmental impact. These struc-
tures have always been water-sucking,
power-draining, forest-clearing eyesores, yet
the recent plunge in support for them is three
times as deep as the one that nuclear power
plants faced in the year after Three Mile Is-
land. What has changed is people’s aware-
ness of what’s going on inside: artificial intel-
ligence. Less than a quarter of Americans ex-
pect A L to have a positive impact on K-12 ed-
ucation, arts and entertainment, how people
do their jobs, the economy, personal relation-
ships or happiness over the next 20 years.

Once known for our optimism and ambition
in pursuit of new frontiers, Americans no
longer trust that technological progress will
make life better. Who can blame us? For the
past two decades, Silicon Valley's leaders
have treated their fellow citizens like caged
guinea pigs, bombarding us with inappropri-
ate and culturally corrosive content, turning
a blind eye to social dysfunction and outright
addiction, flooding schools with technology
that hooked young users but did little for edu-
cation and then sheltering their own children
from the products that they marketed to ours,
The American people afforded the technolo-
gists wide latitude to pursue disruptive inno-
vation, trusting that we would share in the re-
sulting gains. We instead found ourselves ex-
ploited.

In some respects it is the AL industry’s
misfortune to arrive now, when Silicon Valley
is no longer entitled to the benefit of the
doubt, but its leaders seem to be going out of
their way to destroy any residual trust they
might otherwise have built upon. Rather than
take seriously the need to offer a positive vi-
sion for how the technology will benefit ordi-
nary Americans — and then the need to make
that vision a reality — the A.L. companies
seem content to unleash wave after wave of
products that cause obvious harm while de-
livering the message that this is all inevitable
and you can get on board or get left behind.

In a noteworthy articulation of that mind-
set last month, President Trump fumed on so-
cial media that “If we kill the Golden Goose,
you will only have yourselves to blame” and
that the only reason to oppose data centers is
if you “want to end up being backwards and
poor.”

That’s not going to work.

The industry and its political allies cannot
hope to just brazen through, flattening what-
ever opposition they hit. The A.L companies

ical progress,

mocracy, can't succeed without the public’s
full belief that it will benefit. To some extent,
theA.l ies can correct their
own, curtailing harmful uses of their models
and building the kinds of real-world applica-
tions — for families navigating health crises,
for contractors renovating houses — that will
improve people’s lives.

Coders at these labs have sunk untold re-
sources into creating the ideal coding inter-
face. What would a purpose-built plumber’s
interface look like? Could it prepare a daily
schedule with tools and parts lists, keep
customers up-to-date on expected arrival
times, take incoming calls and schedule new
appointments in open slots and then send out
all the bills? Some set of A.I-enabled devices
and processes would surely allow a hotel
maid to clean more rooms faster with less
hassle and physical strain. But none of that
will exist unless someone who understands
the technology also takes the time to under-
stand the job.

In most cases it will be in the companies’
economic interest to reduce the harms from
their technology and prove the benefits.
When it’s not, lawmakers should put up barri-
ers that redirect them. Silicon Valley may
have enjoyed the days of Mark Zuckerberg’s
infamous directive to “move fast and break
things” but it turns out that we were the
things being broken. We will not put up with
that again.

.I. WAS supposed to be different. Open-
Al at one time the leading research
lab, made its debut in 2015 as anonprof-
it organization with a mission “to ad-
vance digital intelligence in the way that is
most likely to benefit humanity as a whole,
unconstrained by a need to generate financial
return.” In 2016, Google, Facebook, Microsoft,
IBM and Amazon convened the “Partnership
on Artificial Intelligence to Benefit People
and Society” That year, Satya Nadella, the
chief executive of Microsoft, listed his top de-
sign principle for A.L: It “must be designed to
assist humanity.” In 2018, Google made “be
socially beneficial” its own first A.I principle.
That all changed in 2022 when Sam Alt-
man, OpenAl’s chief executive, released the
first public version of ChatGPT. He put an In-
stacart product manager in his late 20s in
charge of it, and they began focusing not on
lofty ideals but on how much time they could
get people to spend on the platform. By 2025,
OpenAl had largely restructured as a for-
profit company. That year, it released a model
update thatinternal testing had flagged as sy-
CONTINUED ON FOLLOWING PAGE
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cophantic but that was better at keeping us-
ers engaged.

Chatbots frequently give wrong answers
and terrible advice, and in extreme cases
encourage self-harm, but these artificial

i are now insi ing them-
selves into our work and families and
leisure, even offering themselves as re-
placements for our social or romantic part-
ners. Ever more A.L-generated job applica-
tions are being processed ever faster by A.L.
screeners. Teachers and students alike la-
ment that the tools are undermining the
foundations of the educational process; re-
search is pointing strongly toward cata-
strophic declines in academic performance.
G service s are i
Kafkaesque adventures that leave us feeling
powerless. All while A.L slop is filling in-
boxes and social media feeds and A.I-en-
abled scams seek relentlessly to trick us.

According to the AL visionaries, the next
casualty will be your job. Dario Amodei, An-
thropic’s chief executive, told Axios last
year that 50 percent of entry-level white-col-
lar jobs could vanish in one to five years,
with unemployment rising to between 10
percent and 20 percent. Elon Musk has said
“there will come a point where no job is
needed.” Mr. Altman wrote that for “many
kinds of labor,” wages “will fall toward zero,"
and warned that “if public policy doesn’t
adapt accordingly, most people will end up
worse off than they are today”

The visionary's typical idea of a solution, a
universal basic income paid to the masses
nolonger able to support themselves, would
consolidate yet more power in coastal cas-
tles and consign everyone else to serfdom.
Mr. Altman promotes a future in which “A.L
produces most of the world’s basic goods
and services” and taxes on the A.I. compa-
nies provide “opportunity to directly distrib-
ute ownership and wealth to citizens.” In
his telling, “people will be freed up
to spend more time with people
they care about, care for people, ap-
preciate art and nature or work to-
ward social good.”

Does anyone believe that's how
things would go?

What we can say for sure is it's not
what ordinary people — people who
work for a living — want. In a forth-
coming report on recent polling by
American Compass, the think tank
where I work, people said they would
prefer a world in which they “must still
work to support themselves and their fam-
ilies” but A.I. “improves the quality and pro-
ductivity of jobs” over a vision like Mr. Alt-
man's by four to one.

If the industry had any better story to of-
fer the public, its advertisements would
surely carry that message. Instead, they in-
dict more brutally than an outside observer
could. An OpenAl Super Bowl ad pitched its
vision to math whizzes who like chess and
Linux and want to write software, an excep-
tionally small share of the population.
Google filled N.B.A. playoff telecasts with
the implausible example of a high schooler
using Gemini to learn how to sink a game-
‘winning shot. Seemingly at a loss, Anthropic
released a surreal spot this summer that
opens on short clips of a burning house, an
open-pit mine in an impoverished country,
rows of gravestones adorned with American
flags, a street riot, a homeless man and on
and on while voices ask such questions as
“How do we really ensure that what we're
aiming to achieve really does benefit the
majority of people?”

The American people are right to insist
that companies commanding trillion-dollar
valuations and purporting to restructure
the economy and society should have some
semblance of an answer to that question.

HIS is precisely the kind of problem

that democratic capitalism is de-

signed to fix. Through their elected

i and at i

meetings organized to block construction,
the American people are beginning to use
their leverage to demand that technological
progress serve them, too. And with so many
trillions of dollars at stake, the powers that
be may finally have the incentive to go
along.

As afirst step, the A.I. companies need to
stop experimenting on us. Their leaders
cannot have it both ways, waxing poetic
about the unprecedented power of the tech-
nology and the extraordinary future it por-
tends, and then casually dumping it into the
public square to see what happens. OpenAl
engages in what it euphemizes as “iterative
deployment,” meaning that it releases mod-
els whose risks and capabilities it does not
fully understand so that it can learn from
how people misuse them or what harms
they cause out in the world. While the com-
pany frames this as a way to advance more
gradually and carefully, in reality it seeks
mass adoption of its products, benefiting
from market share gains when they work
and letting the rest of us pay the price when
they don’t. Mr. Musk gleefully promoted
XAI's ability to generate and share deepfake
pictures of real people without their clothes,
cutting back only when outrage about ex-
ploitation of minors became overwhelming.

‘We countenance this in no other industry,
and we shouldn’t here. Undoubtedly, it’s
handy for the labs to use the public as guin-
ea pigs. But the long-term cost will be high
as a disenchanted public throws more and
more obstacles in their way. And we should
be skeptical of the claims that rapid com-
mercialization is vital to the research
agenda in the first place. OpenAl's obses-
sion with capturing eyeballs like a social me-
dia company was a key reason it fell behind
Anthropic, which focused on developing
productivity tools. Neither company needs
us using its chatbots as therapists to contin-
ue improving its technology.

Is it naive to imagine competing compa-
nies worth trillions of dollars slowing user
growth on their own? Maybe not. Casual
consumer adoption has never been where
the economic value of the models lies, nor is
it necessary to packaging the “intelligence”
in useful products. The brand value in being
the not-terrible A.I. company might be quite
high. And the leading labs are already show-
ing a willingness to contemplate research
slowdowns under certain circumstances.
But while they obsess about hypothetical
risks of the ilities that might

OPINION

alsolead to the greatest benefits, they take a
damn-the-torpedoes attitude in the com-
mercial space, where they are thus far ac-
complishing the least and causing the most
harm. They can, and should, alter that bal-
ance.

Still, a firm legal shove does wonders to
focus a board of directors’ attention. Law-
makers at both the state and federal levels
should make the developers and deployers
of A.L strictly liable for harms that they
cause. Where so-called agentic A.L is acting
autonomously, it should be treated as an
agent of whoever provides and whoever
controls it, leaving them liable just as em-
ployers are for their employees, including
criminally liable if the agents commit
crimes. The concept of an “attractive nui-
sance” should also apply: Giving minors ac-
cess to a bot that will do their homework for
them is no better than leaving heavy ma-
chinery lying around the yard.

Liability creates incentives, but we also
need rules. The science fiction classic
“Dune” offers a useful paradigm: “Thou
shalt not make a machine in the likeness of a
human mind.” Chatbots should not be al-
lowed to adopt human personas, profess
emotions or act as companions. Protecting

How the Al industry can
save its soul and win back the
country that hates it.
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consumers in that way wouldn't keep the
companies from building more advanced
models, and it wouldn't interfere with inno-
vative uses in, say, drug discovery and
cybersecurity. Nor would it hamper the
United States in the competition with China
for A.L dominance. To the contrary, the Peo-
ple’s Republic is already placing limits on
companion bots.

As for the threat these models pose to the
job market, greater worker power is the
strongest defense. So long as management
alone gets to choose the tools it deploys, it
will always prefer those that decrease or
eliminate the need for actual human em-
ployees, with all their tiresome expectations
of living wages and basic respect and so on,
or that at least minimize their autonomy and
keep them closely monitored. But if workers
must also approve the use of these models,
that equation would flip on its head. Man-
agement would have to find approaches that
make workers’ jobs better; A.L. companies
would have to develop tools that they could
expect workers to approve.

The objection again will be that such con-
straints somehow slow innovation. In this
instance, what they actually do is channel
innovation away from sheer profit maximi-
zation toward the “socially beneficial” tech-
nology that was supposed to be the goal all
along. They accelerate the kind of innova-
tion that the nation wants.

HE most transformative innovators

take responsibility for making their

breakthroughs useful. General Elec-

tric became a giant because Thomas
Edison understood the need to build busi-
nesses that could generate electricity, trans-
mit it and use it, both powering industries
and illuminating homes. Alcoa figured out
how to produce aluminum inexpensively,
then collaborated with the auto and aero-
space industries to realize the material's
benefits and also sold aluminum cookware
door to door. IBM didn't send out catalogs
and wait for mainframe orders; it bundled
its hardware with software, systems engi-
neers, training and financing and then
helped develop industry-defining applica-
tions, including the American Airlines res-
ervation system.

Anthropic, Google and OpenAl have to do
the same. Business strategists might tell
these companies to stay focused on their
core task, and financial analysts would
surely advise investing only where the re-
turn in profit will be highest. Leading the
way to a new technological era demands
more.

Pressed on how their work will improve
people’slives, A.I leaders tend to start with
the promise of lifesaving cures to rare dis-
eases. Those would be wonderful, but the
typical person has no rare disease. To really
change health care for the better, A.L. must
also make it possible for doctors and nurses
to spend more time treating patients instead
of dealing with administrative work. It must
manage health records more efficiently and
eliminate the infuriating hassle of insurance
paperwork. And it must help people run and
interpret at-home diagnostic tests.

In the workplace, A L. has begun proving
itself as a productivity tool for knowledge
workers, but many other workers encounter
it only as a tool of surveillance. A.I. has the
potential to revolutionize manufacturing,
but that will require a level of partnership
between technologists and machinists that
neither group has experienced or knows
how to pursue. It's one thing to demonstrate
inalabthat a flexible, self-training robot can
improve efficiency on the factory floor. It's
another thing entirely to persuade owners
of small machine-tool shops to take the risk
and then help them with i ion and

small manufacturing businesses what their
technology can do.

Recent research from Google indicates
that builders, mechanics, repairmen and so
on are successfully using A.L to help diag-
nose problems and find fixes. But the bene-
fits that they’re getting on their own resem-
ble those of a souped-up search engine. In
most sectors, frontline workers and small
business owners rely on others to package
and deploy technology for them. Most
tradespeople can't vibe-code their own
custom apps; many don't even have web-
sites.

As for inevitable labor market disrup-
tions, we need a three-layer approach.

First, whenever possible, the goal should
be to make jobs better and more productive,
not to make them disappear.

Second, where some classes of jobs are
eliminated, employers should help existing
employees make the transition into other
kinds of jobs that are created in the process.
Sometimes this will be in other areas of the
company that need to grow as output ex-
pands, other times in entirely new positions
to support new ways of doing business.

Third, where workers find themselves cut
loose and in need of support, both public-
and private-sector programs should focus
on getting them into new positions first, so
that retraining can occur on the job with a
new employer. Instead of promising blanket
payments to all Americans as a substitute
for having a job and playing a productive
role in the economic life of the nation, A.L.
companies serious about helping workers

should establish large endowments to help

people who need support during a transi-

tion and provide funding for the employ-
ers who then hire and train them.

The question will then remain: IfA.IL
is going to play the economic role and
produce the level of output that its pro-

moters claim, how can a share of the re-

wards be allocated to the common good?

The answer is that a tax on this new form

of economic activity should go toward
shoring up the nation’s system of social
insurance. The case for rapid expansion

of data centers should not be “you'll lose
your job, but we'll send you a check,” but
rather “some of the value created by the
computation in these buildings will fund So-
cial Security and Medicare for every

American retiree and provide a new

family benefit for working households

raising children.” Just as people rightly re-
ject a universal basic income as a bribe to
shut up and go away, they will recognize re-
inforcement of the nation’s intergenera-
tional compact, into which all pay and from
which all can benefit, as a worthy commit-
ment to solidarity among citizens.

IVE HUNDRED years of human his-

tory have repeatedly shown that tech-

nological progress and economic

growth proceed much faster if the pub-
lic believes it will benefit. This idea was so
important, and unfortunately so novel for
the field of economics, that the Royal
Swedish Academy of Sciences awarded last
year’s Nobel Memorial Prize in Economic
Sciences for work that “emphasized the im-
‘portance of society being open to new ideas
and allowing change” and that explained
“how creative destruction creates conflicts
that must be managed in a constructive
manner.”

One of the recipients, the economic histo-
rian Joel Mokyr, attributes the birth of mo-
dernity to “the emergence of a belief in the
usefulness of progress.” When people fight
against change that they do not think they
will gain from, that resistance gets treated
as a political rather than an economic prob-
lem. But “the political battles over technol-
ogy” he argues, “have profound implica-
tions for economic history” One of these is
“that technological progress in a given soci-
ety is by and large a temporary and vulnera-
ble process.” We must not take for granted
the social, political and economic conditions
that incredible imp
ments in the American way of life during the
20th century. To the contrary, they were
hard-won, extraordinary and difficult to
maintain.

No law of economics or nature guarantees
that those conditions will persist. “Once bit-
ten, twice shy Professor Mokyr warns.
“When technology causes a great deal of so-
cial harm, it is not surprising that many in-
trusive techniques of our time, from genet-
ically modified organisms to nuclear power,
are regarded with great suspicion.”

Americans have been bitten, hard. The
technology titans exerted so much control
over the American economy in recent dec-
ades, drove so much of its growth and cap-
tured so much of the resulting wealth. All
the while, they acted with appalling disre-
gard for the well-being of ordinary Ameri-
cans and often conveyed outright disdain
for their way of life. When they needed large
numbers of workers, the call from the de-
sign studio went not to their own nation’s
heartland but to China. “We don’t have an
obligation to solve America's problems,” an
Apple executive told The Times in 2012.

Now, suddenly, Silicon Valley needs the
nation’s cooperation to proceed, and that as-
sent is not forthcoming. Americans feel no

igation to solve thy ies’ p

either. While the turnabout may be satisfy-
ing, the breakdown in social trust is a seri-
ous problem for all involved and threatens
the nation’s future security and prosperity.
The United States needs to lead the world
not only in the development of A.L. models
but also in the capacity to run them in the
broadest possible set of contexts. If this is
done right, the economic opportunity is
enormous. Just the building and running of
the data centers themselves, with produc-
tion of their associated materials, energy
and infrastructure, could help spur a renais-
sance in manufacturing, construction and
resource extraction that would help revital-
ize struggling regions.

But forgive ordinary citizens their skepti-
cism. They have heard such promises often
over the past generation, and the people
making them always seem to be the ones
reaping the rewards. We are at the start of
the ing for an era in which innovation

working out the kinks. Without those latter
steps, the gains never come. The A.L com-
panies, with their valuations in the trillions
of dollars, will need to allocate a few billion

d going out into the world and showing

was less often done for ordinary Americans
and more often done to them. People are
rightly asking: What, and who, is technolog-
ical progress for? The A.L labs need an an-
swer, fast.
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OPINION

The Brain Rot Generation Has Its Reasons

Maxi Heitmayer

An assistant professor at Rowan University
who studies technology distraction, attention
.economics and digital culture.

VERY decade or so, adults discover

that young people are consuming me-

dia that corrupts their minds — and a

moral panic ensues. Comic books were
going to produce a generation of delin-
quents. Television would make children into
couch potatoes. Video games and rap music
would inspire them to do violent stuff. The
internet would keep them shut away in the
basement, typing in chat rooms to danger-
ous strangers.

Now the panic surrounds “brain rot” —
the state of being entranced by an infinite
stream of nonsensical TikToks and Insta-
gram reels. Perhaps you overheard some of
these videos this summer. The dancing cap-
puccinos and singing toilets and muscular
fruit. The random bursts of noise and strobe
flickers and wild visual effects. This can't be
good.

1 research how digital environments
shape human behavior. My co-author, Anna
Gotzfried, and I recently published a study
interviewing Gen Z-ers aged 13 to 26 about
how they experience brain rot — what these
videos mean to them and why they watch
them. What we discovered is a generation
that is achingly self-aware of what brain rot
is doing to their minds. They are struggling
with the social media environment they
have been given and they are searching for
away out.

‘The panic over brain rot assumes that the
brain-rot content itself is the problem. That
Gen Z-ers’ engagement with absurd, low-
quality videos, because they are young and
impressionable, necessarily leads to cogni-
tive decay. Our participants described the
inverse: The mental state is encouraged by
the platforms. After scrolling algorithmi-
cally curated feeds long enough, they expe-
rience a “brain-rot feeling” — a fogged-out,
low-selectivity state in which they simply
consume whatever appears.

The business model of social media treats
user focus as a commodity to be extracted
and sold. The more time we spend, the more
advertising revenue we generate for the
owners of the platforms. This attention
economy increases engagement — it does
not promote high-quality content.

What struck us in our interviews, howev-
er, was how clearly Gen Z understood this
dynamic. (The interviews are anonymous,
following social science conventions.) One
participant told us: “You'll watch something
anyway, so why not brain rot? It’s actually
better than an ad because it doesn’t demand
anything from you.” Another argued: “If ev-
erything is content now, then brain rot is
anti-content. It's the only way to be free on-
line, which is to do something so stupid it
can’t be monetized."

‘When we spoke to Gen Z-ers about brain
rot, we heard isticated — if t-

World War 1 by creating deliberately ir-
rational, anti-aesthetic work. Dada rejected
the cultural logic that had led to industri-
alized killing. In its own meme-driven way,
brain rot refuses to participate in the atten-
tion economy on that economy’s terms. The
joke is that there is no joke. The meaning is
that there is no meaning. And for a genera-
tion that grew up with its every digital inter-
action tracked, measured and monetized,
that refusal is experienced as a form of hon-
esty in a dishonest system.

Our participants explicitly told us that be-
cause brain-rot content is visibly fake and/
or A.l-generated, it feels less exploitative
than polished influencer posts pretending to
be candid. “Everyone knows it's generated,”
one participant said, “soit feels less manipu-
lative than posts that act like they're just
normal life.”

By no means do I seek to romanticize
brain rot. Our findings were marked by pro-

able — statements outlining a generation’s
response to the cultural conditions and the
overbearing information environment it in-
herited. Like every generation before them,
they are making something out of the condi-
tions they were given. In this case, they are
participating in deliberate nonsense.

Brain rot breaks the mold of social media
through its absurdity, its deliberate refusal
of narrative, purpose or message. A century
ago, artists responded to the horrors of

found e, The same participants
who described brain rot as liberating also
described feeling drained and guilty, and re-
ferred to the practice of watching until they
fell asleep as “death scroll.”

One told us: “I'm scared I won't find
something I'm actually good at mainly be-
cause 1 don’t really have any hobbies. I
guess brainrot is my hobby. Also, there is no
more time during the day once you start
watching.” Another broadly commented on
her peers’ viewing behaviors: “They know
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it. “Brain rot gives you the sense that you're
in on something.”

Outsiders look at videos of singing toilets
or a chimpanzee-banana hybrid set to a
looping audio track and see cognitive de-
cline. Those who have experienced brain rot
see in-group membership and a brief re-
prieve from a media environment that oth-
erwise demands something of them atevery
turn.

During the Great Depression, Donald
Duck, a character who constantly failed at
everything, offered millions of people emo-
tional relief by turning their social condi-
tions into comedy. Brain rot similarly chan-
nels the collective mood of Gen Z. The key
difference is that Donald Duck was a corpo-
rate product pushed from above and brain
rot is user-generated, spread through
memes. That gives it a grass-roots authen-
ticity that traditional media cannot rep-
licate, even as the platforms hosting it re-
main corporate.

The paradox of brain rot is that it remains
embedded within the boundaries of the sys-
tem it opposes. Brain-rot content still gener-
ates engagement metrics, feeds data to al-
gorithms and may make money for its cre-
ators, ultimately keeping users on a plat-
form. Gen Z’s sense of rebellion through
watching nonsense is sincere. Whether it is
effective is a different question.

Henry David Thoreau is credited with
first using the phrase “brain rot” in
“Walden” to critique traditional society's
suppression of curiosity, which he thought
gave rise to simplistic, shallow thinking. To-
day’s suppression comes from aninfrastruc-
ture so pervasive and so well designed that
the people living inside it can describe its
mechanisms in detail and still not escape
them.

We should be worried. But not about our
kids or the content they produce and con-
sume. We should be worried about the infra-
structure of social media that has made sus-
tained, focused attention — the very capaci-
ty required for individual growth, deep per-
sonal ion and societal participation

it’s not good for them, but it gives that little
hit and escape. And you just kind of ride it
out, like the same way you do with any other
vice”

This ambivalence communicates the
emotional register of people living inside a
system they cannot escape. They see the
manipulation, understand what the algo-
rithms are doing. But they keep scrolling
anyway, because they cannot imagine a life
outside this system.

Consequently, nearly every one of the
Gen Z-ers we spoke to explicitly asked for
systemic, top-down change to social media
platforms. Not through self-control apps or
screen-time reminders, but through the only
mechanism they believe could work: regu-
lation. One participant drew a direct parallel
to tobacco: “Before the government regu-
lated the tobacco industry, everyone was
smoking, even though they knew it was bad.
Because the environment encouraged and
allowed for that to happen. Yeah, the doctors
would smoke. Now we need to get into a
state where the environment shifts so young
people’s habits shift.”

Brain rot is not evidence that young peo-
ple are getting stupider. It is evidence that
the attention economy is working exactly as
designed, and that the people most im-
mersed in it can see this more clearly than
the people watching from the outside. “The
humor is deeply tied to feeling like you are
part of an inside joke," as one participant put

The internet got
too demanding, so
Gen Z went numb.

We'll Miss the Animals When Theyre Gone

Terry Tempest Williams

Awriter and conservationist whose most
recent book is “The Glorians: Visitations From
the Holy Ordinary.”

CASTLE VALLEY, UTAH

AST month, a group of citizens young

and old gathered in 100-degree heat in

a Salt Lake City garage to make hats

out of cardboard and papier-maché of a
small, charismatic water bird. With its
bright red eyes and splash of golden feath-
ers resembling lightning set against jet
black, the eared grebe makes for a striking
headpiece.

Forty miles away, on Great Salt Lake,
soon around four million eared grebes will
be fattening themselves on brine shrimp
and flies before a long migration south.
Grebes are known as “hell-divers” because
they are fearless and capable of inflating
and deflating themselves as hunters and
disappearing from danger.

One danger they can’t escape is the rapid
shrinking of Great Salt Lake, and their food
source with it. Each eared grebe eats 30,000
brine shrimp a day in the fall. If Great Salt
Lake disappears, the eared grebes disap-
pear with it. Habitat matters. That's why cit-
izens and scientists with the Center for Bio-
logical Diversity will request protection for
the bird under the Endangered Species Act
this winter. The grebe is one of Utah’s local
heroes, revered and grieved as it nears the
quicksand of extinction.

The Endangered Species Act is one of the
few environmental laws formidable enough
to hold developers accountable for the de-
struction of habitat — be it diverting water
from a lake for agriculture, drilling for oil or
building dams and golf courses. The law can
shut down or force amendments on any
project or operation that threatens the well-
being of an endangered species.

For decades, the law’s critics have tried
and mostly failed to dismantle its power and
integrity. But this year, the Trump adminis-
tration found a legally binding way to de-
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fang it. On Monday, the Species
Act will be revised under a new rule that
says habitat destruction no longer falls
within the definition of what constitutes
harm, In other words, the Departments of
the Interior and Commerce have said any
stress an animal or plant may face over the
loss of its habitat is irrelevant to its well-be-
ing.

Officials have justified the change by
claiming that environmentalists have
“weaponized” the law and that in any case it
has fallen short of its goal to help popula-
tions of endangered species recover. In
truth, this complaint shows just how effec-
tive the act has been. The Endangered
Species Act has a 99 percent success rate:

The Endangered
Species Act has
saved many
species. Now, it’s
being defanged.

Almost every imperiled species listed is still
with us. A study by the Center for Biological
Diversity showed that without the law, an
estimated 291 species would most likely
have become extinct. Among the species
that have made impressive recoveries are
bald eagles, peregrine falcons, American al-
ligators, brown pelicans and gray and
humpback whales.

Hundreds of thousands of Americans sub-
mitted public comments on the proposed
rule, and 99 percent of them opposed it, ar-
guing you cannot protect an endangered
species without protecting the environment
that allows it to flourish. Environmental
groups, 20 states and the District of Colum-
bia have filed lawsuits arguing habitat de-
struction is within the definition of harm —
anything that disrupts animals’ food, shelter
or breeding — intended by Congress when it
passed the law in 1973.

Some 53 years later, it seems that Ameri-
ca’s leaders no longer appreciate that we
live in a world of wonder. Their actions sug-
gest we have become not just a threatening
species, but a lost species. What if 50 years
from now, having plundered America the
Beautiful and destroyed the habitat for the
creatures around us, we are plagued by an
inconsolable loneliness because so many
species have left us?

The act of protecting a tiny black bird that
weighs roughly a pound reminds us that we
are not the only species that lives and
grieves on this planet. We are a companion
species to grebes and all other forms of life
on Earth.

We need the natural world — alive with
birdsong, clear-running creeks and breath-
ing forests. Octopodes camouflaged in tide
pools will forever delight the child who
reaches out to touch their flesh and is sur-
prised by a swirl of purple ink, signaling the
octopus has vanished. The rolling bugle of
sandhill cranes at dusk on the tundra is the
perfection of 2.5 million years of evolution.
We live in an enchanted world if we can
humble ourselves long enough to see it and
slow down enough to feel it.

— feel unattainable for an entire generation.
Instead of debating whether teenagers are
ruining their brains with Ballerina Cappuc-
cina, we should be asking why the world’s
most isti C i
are systematically optimizing for cognitive
depletion to harvest our attention.

To treat brain rot, we need to treat the in-
frastructure problem it lays bare. Platforms
could measure success not by time spent,
but by users feeling their time was well
spent. They could endeavor to make algo-
rithmic decision-making more transparent
rather than more opaque. When they recog-
nize that users have entered states of cogni-
tive depletion, they could design for relief
rather than exploiting them for additional
engagement. They could allow groups of us-
ers to support each other with sticking to
their social media times, rather than isolat-
ing the individual against an algorithm de-
signed to blow past any limits. None of this is
technically difficult, but it is commercially
inconvenient. And that is why it will not hap-
pen voluntarily.

In my more than a decade of research on
technology distraction, not one participant
has ever reported spending too much time
on a device using maps, checking the
weather or Shazaming songs. We all know
where the problem lies. Gen Zis behaving as
expected by the system we have put them
in. Brain rot is a cry for help.

Those of us who find ourselves rapt in the
soul of wildness recognize the Endangered
Species Act as an act of reparation, a recog-
nition of the harm humans have inflicted on
other species and the landscapes they in-
habit.

Where I live, Great Salt Lake is showing
us in her retreat that we are intrinsically
bound to winds and water. The diversion of
water from entering the lake, especially for
agriculture as it is currently practiced, could
leave three million of us inhaling clouds of
toxic dust from the exposed lake bed. Mil-
lions of shorebirds and waterfowl such as
the eared grebe will be hovering above,
looking for a place to land. Together, we will
be among the displaced with nowhere to go.

Attaining threatened status for the eared
grebe will not be easy with President
Trump’s rule change. The process to get any
threatened or endangered species on the
federal list is always an act of faith, along-
side science, long and arduous. It requires a
comprehensive scientific review, and evi-
dence that the species’ survival is imperiled.

Some Utah lawmakers call us foolish for
making bird hats and puppets. Other law-
makers see 1,000 square miles of exposed
lake bed, salt-encrusted and cracked, as
“new land” around which to build data cen-
ters, detention centers and a national repos-
itory for nuclear waste. But there will be a
tremendous cost in continuing to choose
this form of economic gain over ecological
health.

In the fall of 2022, Great Salt Lake was at
its lowest recorded water level. Brine
shrimp were suffering in high salinity, their
population in danger of collapsing. Two
months later, when I was walking with
friends on the shores, we encountered hun-
dreds of dead eared grebes, slapped down
by a storm. The birds were thin and gaunt —
they most likely had become too weak from
lack of food to weather the blizzard. I bent
down and placed my hand on a particular
grebe’s stone still body — her vibrant red
eye half-open — the streak of gold feathers
still shimmering. I asked for forgiveness.



