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T
he district administration in Noida, Uttar
Pradesh, went to great lengths to detain
25-year-old Delhi University law student

and activist Akriti Chaudhary on April 11, 2026, in
connection with protests by workers in the city.
But on September 2, the Allahabad High Court
quashed her National Security Act (NSA) deten-
tion, terming it an “abuse of the draconian pre-
ventive detention law” and came down heavily
on the administration. The High Court’s interven-
tion is a silver lining in the dark cloud of extreme
executive arbitrariness that is smothering the de-
mocratic soul of India. It termed the Noida admi-
nistration’s conduct “despotic”, its allegations
against the activist a “concocted story”, and not-
ed that the District Magistrate had passed the
NSA detention order “without application of
mind”. Without mincing words, the High Court
warned that an unhinged bureaucracy could re-
duce the State of Uttar Pradesh to an “Orwellian
dystopia”. The Division Bench of Justices Atul
Sreedharan and Achal Sachdev ordered compen-
sation of ₹5 lakh for Ms. Chaudhary, which is to
be deducted from the salaries of the o�cers con-
cerned. The facts of the case were brazenly in
contradiction with the claims of the police and
the district administration, but it also took a rigo-
rous and conscientious Bench to provide this re-
lief. It noted in its order that Ms. Chaudhary was
already in the custody of the police when the vio-
lence that she is accused of took place.

The relief from the High Court has not set the
activist free, as she is named by the U.P. Police in
11 other cases. It will be a long journey of legal
battles to get her the freedom that every citizen in
a democratic country deserves. That the police
would go to such an extent to make life di�cult
for someone who stood up for the underprivi-
leged must shock the conscience of the nation.
Between April 10 and 18, 2026, industrial and
contractual workers in Noida had staged protests
demanding a wage hike and wage parity with
neighbouring Haryana. On April 13, the protests
allegedly turned violent. The Noida Police
claimed to have “strong electronic and video-
graphic evidence” of incitement against Ms.
Chaudhary, and it turned out to be merely that, a
claim which could not be established. Ms. Chaud-
hary could receive legal support and media atten-
tion that hundreds of others in comparable situa-
tions cannot easily access, while the workers
remain trapped in miserable conditions because
of oppressive business models and state policies
that favour capital owners, with the promises
made to them still unful�lled. Yet, the Allahabad
High Court’s intervention in Ms. Chaudhary’s
case is a ray of hope that democratic protests will
be heeded rather than suppressed by the strong-
arm tactics of the executive.

Ray of hope
Courts are coming down on re�exive

arrests of activists

T
he crisis in West Asia is escalating on two
fronts. On Tuesday, the U.S. said that its
forces had struck �ve Iranian oil tankers

in the Gulf waters after what it claimed were Teh-
ran’s attacks on U.S. warships in the region. Iran
retaliated with a massive ballistic missile attack
on the Muwa�aq Salti U.S. air base in Jordan and
vowed to respond with greater force to every U.S.
attack from now on. It has also announced a new
restricted zone in the Strait of Hormuz, warning
commercial ships against crossing it under Amer-
ican naval escort. Separately, Yemen’s Houthis,
who are closely aligned with Tehran, launched an
attack on Saudi Arabia, wounding dozens. Riyadh
has vowed a response. The Houthis, who control
northern Yemen and parts of its Red Sea coast,
have already enforced a naval blockade of Saudi
Arabia’s western ports and launched an o�ensive
against the forces of Yemen’s Saudi-backed go-
vernment in Taiz and Mocha. With both the Strait
of Hormuz, which connects the Persian Gulf with
the Gulf of Oman, and the Red Sea, a critical
trade channel between Europe and Asia, remain-
ing �ashpoints, a horizontally escalating con�ict
from Tehran to Jordan and Riyadh to Bab-el Man-
deb threatens to plunge the entire region into an
economic and security abyss.

The current phase of the con�ict could prove
to be deadlier for several reasons. The U.S.,
which in the recent past has used intense military
strikes and economic strangulation as separate
policy tools in an attempt to force Iran to surren-
der, is now using both simultaneously to exert
maximum pressure on Tehran. The U.S. naval
blockade has largely prevented Iran from export-
ing its oil, while the American naval escort to a li-
mited number of ships out of the Strait of Hor-
muz has helped Washington blunt the impact of
Iran’s chokehold on the waterway on global ener-
gy prices. But President Donald Trump was
wrong if he thought his maximum economic and
military pressure would force Iran to make con-
cessions. Iran, instead, decided to escalate the
con�ict by attacking American warships outside
the Persian Gulf, fully aware that this would invite
a stronger U.S. military response. Iran appears to
believe that it has a window of opportunity with
the U.S. heading into its midterm elections within
weeks and Mr. Trump remaining politically weak
at home. If Iran’s strikes on U.S. military vessels
signal a clear decision at the top to escalate the
con�ict, its missile attack on U.S. bases in Jordan
suggests that Tehran has been rebuilding its
strike capabilities — capabilities that Mr. Trump
had claimed were destroyed. As neither Washing-
ton nor Iran seems ready to step back from the
precipice, the war is set to enter a more danger-
ous phase with global economic implications.

Dangerous phase
The Iran war is plunging the region into

an economic and security abyss

A
State’s development story cannot be
the story of its capital alone. Bengaluru
is indeed India’s pride and the city that
has placed Karnataka on the global

map. From Information Technology (IT),
startups, aerospace and biotechnology to global
corporations and new-generation entrepreneurs,
Bengaluru has everything that makes it the pillar
of India’s economy.

But when opportunities are concentrated in
one city, so is the pressure. With a population of
around 12.5 million and over 11.5 million vehicles,
Bengaluru is already facing enormous pressure
on its roads, housing and infrastructure. We need
to change the pattern of people from rural areas
and other cities migrating to Bengaluru in search
of opportunities. This is why cities such as Delhi
and Mumbai have developed alternative growth
centres such as Gurugram and Noida, and Navi
Mumbai and Thane, respectively.

The next steps being taken
Karnataka’s next chapter cannot depend on one
city. It must create several cities and regions that
can become strong economic centres in their
own right. Taking investments beyond Bengaluru
is not an alternative to strengthening Bengaluru;
it is, alongside it, an economic strategy for
balanced regional development, local
employment, new investments, technology and
better opportunities across Karnataka. Through
Karnataka Digital Economy Mission (KDEM), key
clusters including Mysuru, Mangaluru,
Hubballi-Dharwad-Belagavi, Tumakuru,
Kalaburagi and Shivamogga are being developed
to take Karnataka’s digital and knowledge
economy beyond Bengaluru.

If a young person can �nd a technology job in
Mysuru, there is less need for him/her to move to
Bengaluru. If a Global Capability Centre comes
up in Mangaluru, employment can remain within
coastal Karnataka. If advanced manufacturing
grows across Hubballi-Dharwad-Belagavi, young
people from North Karnataka can �nd
opportunities closer home.

The process is already visible. In June 2026, 55
industrial projects worth ₹7,506 crore were

approved, with the potential to create more than
28,000 jobs. Of these, 41 are planned outside
Bengaluru Urban and Bengaluru Rural districts.
In August 2026, another 83 projects worth
around ₹6,253 crore were approved, of which 69
are planned outside Bengaluru, with the potential
to create more than 30,000 jobs.

These are approved projects and projected
employment �gures, not completed investments.
But they demonstrate that investment is
increasingly being directed beyond Bengaluru.
The Local Economy Accelerator Programme
(LEAP) has been allocated ₹1,000 crore over �ve
years to promote startups, entrepreneurship and
emerging technology clusters beyond Bengaluru,
with a target of creating �ve lakh employment
opportunities.

Building around each region’s strengths
Under the 2026-27 Budget, LEAP Labs are
proposed in Hubballi, Kalaburagi, Hoskote and
Mysuru, along with a K-Combinator accelerator
and stronger industry-academia linkages.
Crucially, the aim is not to copy Bengaluru
elsewhere. It is to build ecosystems around the
distinct strengths of each region.

For instance, coastal Karnataka has strong
foundations in ports, maritime connectivity,
education, health care, banking, �sheries and
tourism, along with a growing knowledge
economy. The next step is to connect these
strengths with technology and the digital
economy. Similarly, Mysuru already has strong
foundations in education, tourism and
technology. The government has set the goal of
developing it as Karnataka’s second IT city under
the 2026-27 Budget. Mysuru should not be
Bengaluru’s replacement; it should become
another major technology and
knowledge-economy engine for Karnataka.

The Hubballi-Dharwad-Belagavi cluster has
strong foundations in engineering,
manufacturing, education and entrepreneurship.
It is being developed as an emerging cluster for
Arti�cial Intelligence (AI), machine learning,
Internet of Things and advanced manufacturing.
Available KDEM data indicate more than 400

startups and over 80 funded startups in the
cluster, with more than 4,500 jobs added. The
next step is to build on this foundation through
AI, data science, drones, electric vehicles (EV),
Software as a Service (SaaS), agritech and
advanced manufacturing. Tumakuru and
Doddaballapura have been identi�ed as an
industrial node with the potential to attract
around ₹7,000 crore in investment and create
more than 88,000 jobs.

So, clearly, ‘Beyond Bengaluru’ does not mean
giving every district the same development
model. It means identifying each region’s
strengths and building the right economic
ecosystem around them.

The ‘Beyond Bengaluru’ model
The goal is also not simply to build IT parks or
factories. Education, skills, health care,
connectivity, housing and employment must
grow together. When industries come, local
Micro, Small, and Medium Enterprises (MSME)
must bene�t. When jobs are created, local youth
must have the necessary skills. As cities expand,
workers need quality housing, while their
families need schools and health care. Tourism
must create income for local communities.

That is why the ‘Live Near Work’ approach,
with quality housing close to industrial areas, is
important. Industry and human development are
two parts of the same economic system.
Agriculture must also be part of this
transformation. Drones, satellite imagery, digital
technology and AI can support crop surveys,
crop-health assessment, pest and disease
monitoring and real-time agricultural
intelligence. Value addition, food processing and
stronger supply chains can further strengthen
rural economies.

This ‘Beyond Bengaluru’ model is one that
spreads Bengaluru’s success across Karnataka.
Bengaluru should remain the crown of
Karnataka. But the brilliance of that crown must
be visible in every district. It means taking the
success of Bengaluru and creating new centres of
success across the State — a Karnataka powered
by many economic engines.

A Karnataka powered by many economic engines

D.K. Shivakumar

The Chief Minister 

of Karnataka

The State’s next
chapter cannot
depend on one
city; it must be
powered by
many economic
engines beyond
Bengaluru

A
t a time when the international landscape
is becoming more complex and uncertain,
the case for meaningful international

cooperation has rarely been stronger. Its value
must increasingly be measured by its ability to
deliver stability, resilience and shared prosperity.

For the United Arab Emirates (UAE), this is
central to how it approaches BRICS. Since
becoming a full member in January 2024, its
engagement has been guided by a
straightforward principle: economic cooperation
should create tangible opportunities for
countries, businesses and people.

A diversity that creates opportunities
The strength of BRICS lies partly in its diversity.
Its members bring di�erent economic structures,
resources, capabilities and development
experiences — from major producers and
consumers to sources of capital, investment
destinations, energy exporters and
manufacturing centres.

These di�erences create opportunities for
complementarity — connecting markets, capital,
capabilities and ideas in ways that can bene�t its
members, and by extension the Global South.

The UAE’s participation in BRICS is part of its
broader commitment to multilateralism,
constructive dialogue and diversi�ed
international partnerships. It seeks to build
bridges between economies and regions. It
supports an open international system that
advances peace, stability, sustainable
development and shared prosperity.

For the UAE, BRICS’ ultimate value lies in
implementation. Dialogue should translate into
easier trade, stronger investment �ows, more
resilient supply chains, better connectivity and
greater opportunities for businesses.

India’s 2026 BRICS Chairship, centered on
resilience, innovation, cooperation and
sustainability, provides a timely framework for
this agenda. At a time when trade restrictions,
supply-chain disruptions and uncertainty are
increasing costs for businesses and consumers,
the response should not be to retreat from global
economic integration, but to make it more
resilient and inclusive.

BRICS stands out when cooperation can
produce tangible bene�ts: through strengthening

the multilateral trading system, facilitating trade
and investment, improving connectivity,
supporting resilient global value chains, and
promoting sustainable development.

Development �nance is also part of this
equation. The New Development Bank (NDB) has
approved more than $40 billion in �nancing since
its establishment, supporting infrastructure and
sustainable development across its member
countries. The UAE’s active engagement with the
NDB long before joining BRICS re�ects its wider
commitment to mobilising capital towards
productive investment and long-term growth.

The UAE’s own economic partnership with
India demonstrates what practical connectivity
can achieve.

On UAE-India ties, the UAE’s advantages
The UAE-India Comprehensive Economic
Partnership Agreement has helped create a more
enabling environment for trade and investment
between two highly complementary economies.
In 2025, non-oil bilateral trade grew by 17% to
exceed $76 billion and the UAE and India have set
the ambition of increasing bilateral trade to $200
billion by 2032.

But the strength of the UAE-India relationship
extends beyond trade. It is reinforced by
investment, innovation, education, tourism and
long-standing connections between their
businesses, institutions and people.

This experience points to a broader lesson for
BRICS: the strongest economic partnerships are
built not only through agreements between
governments, but through lasting connections
across societies — creating the trust, opportunity,
and resilience that allow commercial ties to
deepen over time.

Economic connectivity is strengthened when
businesses, entrepreneurs, investors, and
institutions develop greater familiarity with one
another. It is reinforced through education,
research, tourism, cultural exchange and
engagement of younger generations, which help
build the trust and networks on which
longer-term economic relationships grow.

The opportunity for BRICS is therefore to
deepen the quality of connectivity among its
members — connecting not only economies but
also institutions, ideas and people.

The UAE is particularly well positioned to
contribute because connectivity lies at the heart
of its own economic model.

Non-oil sectors accounted for almost 79% of
GDP in 2025, supported by world-class
infrastructure, trusted �nancial institutions,
advanced logistics and energy capabilities, and an
open investment environment that enables
businesses to scale-upwards and outwards.

The UAE’s ports, airports and logistics
networks connect markets across Asia, Africa,
Europe and beyond. Its �nancial centres connect
international capital with opportunities across
the region, while, its universities, research
institutions and innovation ecosystem connect
talent, knowledge and ideas. 

With sovereign wealth assets exceeding $2.9
trillion, and 38 concluded Comprehensive
Economic Partnership Agreements, the UAE has
built the capacity to connect capital, markets and
economies at scale.

For the UAE, connectivity is not simply about
moving goods from one market to another. It is
about creating the conditions in which capital,
knowledge, technology, talent and people can
interact and create new opportunities.

The UAE’s approach is not to build economic
cooperation around division, but around
connectivity.

The path under India’s leadership
As India leads BRICS through 2026, there is an
opportunity to move further toward delivery:
building resilience without closing markets,
supporting innovation while widening
opportunity, and strengthening connections
among the businesses, institutions and people of
the UAE and India. The UAE also looks ahead
with con�dence to China’s BRICS Chairship in
2027, where it hopes to build on the momentum
of India’s leadership and carry forward the same
energy of openness, connectivity and practical
cooperation.

Ultimately, the success of BRICS cooperation
will be measured by the opportunities it creates.
That is the approach that the UAE brings to
BRICS. As India hosts the 2026 Summit
(September 12-13) , the UAE stands ready to
continue the work that translates cooperation
into ways that support shared prosperity.

Turning economic cooperation into shared prosperity

Saeed bin
Mubarak Al Hajeri 

Minister of State at

the United Arab

Emirates Ministry of

Foreign A�airs

The United Arab
Emirates
promotes open,
resilient
economic
cooperation
through its
engagement
with BRICS

Dhaka and Sheikh Hasina

Bangladesh’s demand for
Sheikh Hasina’s extradition
has placed India in a
delicate diplomatic
position. Dhaka wants Ms.
Hasina to return to face
charges related to the
student uprising, while
India must balance its
earlier close ties with the
deposed leader against its
relations with the present
Bangladeshi government.
The best option is neither
immediate extradition nor
outright refusal, but a
strictly legal and diplomatic
approach. India should
examine the request under
the extradition treaty and

departure from these very
ideals in the controversy
surrounding the recent
protest at the Ei�el Tower —
and the allegation of asking
women sta� to make
themselves invisible. The
incident calls for deeper
introspection. Even as
societies aspire to progress
and global leadership,
institutional practices can
continue to perpetuate
attitudes that overlook
systemic gender
discrimination.

Rishika Singh,
Dhanbad, Jharkhand

much stronger position and
demanded accountability?
For over a decade, India has
repeatedly projected itself
as a country capable of
speaking to both sides. Yet,
when there are signals that
India is seeking ideas that
could contribute to ending
the conflict, the initiative
sounds rather belated.
Tharcius S. Fernando,

Chennai

Ei�el Tower ‘incident’

The revolutionaries of 1789
articulated their demands
around three core
principles: liberty, equality
and fraternity. Yet, we are
witnessing a troubling

contribute to ending the
ongoing Russia-Ukraine
conflict. One cannot help
but wonder why it has
taken so long. The war has
caused an enormous loss of
life, destruction and
su�ering. What is
particularly distressing for
Indians is the reported
recruitment of Indian
nationals who went to
Russia in search of
employment but were
subsequently drawn into
military service and sent to
the war front. If Indians
were deceived or coerced
into fighting a foreign war,
should not the Indian
government have taken a

not be a smart foreign
policy approach. As
neighbours linked by
civilisational ties and
practical considerations,
such as a shared border and
water-sharing
arrangements, it would be
in the national interests of
both India and Bangladesh
to set aside sensitive issues
such as Ms. Hasina’s
extradition and move
forward with their bilateral
and multilateral relations.
Kosaraju Chandramouli,

Hyderabad

Belated search for peace

There is talk of India
exploring ways to

seek assurances of a fair
trial, due process and
protection from political
persecution, while
maintaining dialogue with
Dhaka. This would protect
India’s credibility, avoid
confrontation and preserve
long-term bilateral
relations.
R.S. Narula,
Patiala, Punjab

BRICS is a multilateral
organisation and it would
be beneficial for
Bangladesh to participate in
the summit at the highest
level. However, linking its
participation to Sheikh
Hasina’s extradition may
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Peking, September 9: Mao Tse-tung, the
82-year-old father of Communist China, died
to-day at 10 minutes past midnight. Radio Peking
broadcast the news to the 750 million Chinese
saying: “Mao Tse-tung passed away at 00-10
hours on Sept. 9 because of the worsening of his
illness and despite all treatment, although
meticulous medical care was given to him in
every way after he fell ill.”

Funeral music followed, and immediately
thousands of people, wearing black armbands,
began to gather in the vast Tien An Men Square
(Square of Heavenly Peace) in the heart of
Peking. In factories, shops and apartment blocks
people gathered around loudspeakers and radio
sets. Their faces turned grim and sorrowful at
the news of the death of the man who had
commanded their reverence and awe. Chairman
Mao would have been 83 on December 26. He
had been su�ering from Parkinson’s disease.

FIFTY YEARS AGO SEPTEMBER 10, 1976

Mao Tse-tung dead

F R O M T H E A R C H I V E S

The following is from ‘The Daily Herald’ — It is
reported from Bombay, says the Indian News
Service, that His Exalted Highness, the Nizam of
Hyderabad has sent a very strongly worded
protest to the Viceroy, urging that in future the
relations of the Nizam should be with the
Viceroy as representative of the King and not
with the Government of India. The Nizam’s
contention is that the he had never entered into
treaty negotiations with the Indian Government,
but only with the British Government.

The Government of India is becoming
gradually responsible to the people of India and
the Nizam contends, it would be beneath his
dignity to owe allegiance to a Government
controlled by the people.

The Nizam is strongly supported in this
protest by other Indian princes, who look with
unconcealed perturbation on the growing
encroachment on their “fundamental rights
guaranteed by treaties”. The very idea of the
Indian people taking to task the old-time rulers
is galling to the Maharajahs and Nawabs.

It is a problem which is pressing more and
more closely on the Government of India. That
Government, however, is anxious, if possible, to
postpone the decisive struggle with the old-time
rulers — its hands being too full with the
problems of the existing situation.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO SEPTEMBER 10, 1926

The Nizam’s protest

R
educing global depen-
dence on the U.S. dollar is
expected to be a key part

of the discussions in the 18th
BRICS Summit, chaired by India,
happening in New Delhi on Sep-
tember 12 and 13, 2026. Finance
ministries’ and central bank gover-
nors from BRICS countries met in
August to discuss the facilitation of
cross-border payments and streng-
thening of national currencies. 

The BRICS bloc with its 10 mem-
ber countries — Brazil, Russia, In-
dia, China, South Africa, Egypt,
Ethiopia, Indonesia, Iran, and the
UAE — has grown in strength in its
objective of advancing trade and
diplomatic relations within the
Global South, which makes cross-
border payments desirable. 

Currently, making payments
across countries requires a string
of transactions via correspondent
banks, which hold accounts with
each other. When two countries
do not have such correspondent
banks, they route their payments
through international banks, con-
verting the currency of the sender
country to a dominant currency
such as dollars, and then convert-
ing the dollars to the currency of
the receiving country. This pro-
cess, besides being slow at times,
comes with the cost of foreign ex-
change margins and the fee
charged by the intermediaries.
Seeing that the BRICS comprises
many developing economies, this
can be among the many impedi-
ments to trade opportunities.

Trade data shows that merchan-
dise exports by BRICS countries
made up about one-fourth of all
global exports in 2024 (Chart 1).
The BRICS countries have all dras-
tically increased their exports over
the years, with China touching
$500 billion in 2024. Other mem-
bers such as Brazil, India, Indone-
sia, Russia, and the UAE also re-

corded large �gures between $80
and $180 billion. In addition to
this, their trade amongst each oth-
er has also increased. Chart 2
shows that as of 2024, all members
of BRICS, except China, received
more than 30% of imports from
other members.

Iran depends on BRICS for
more than 65% of its imports, and
Ethiopia nearly 45%. Intra-BRICS
import dependency could be on
the rise due to the heterogeneity of
goods available among its mem-
bers, as noted in a report by the
United Nations Conference on
Trade and Development. 

Concurrently, export depen-
dency within the bloc has also ri-
sen. In the last decade, �ve mem-
bers (Russia, China, the UAE,
Brazil, and Indonesia) have dou-
bled and even quadrupled their
exports to members of the bloc.
However, China has consistently
shown the lowest dependency on
intra-BRICS exports due to its di-
versi�ed export market (Chart 3). 

Russia saw a rapid increase in
its export dependency between
2020 and 2023, in the middle of its
invasion of Ukraine, during which
countries such as India imported
its fuel. The country saw a decline
in export dependence in 2024. 

It was under Russia’s chairman-
ship in 2024 that the BRICS argued
against the dominance of the U.S.
dollar. Russia was hit directly by
the dollar monopoly in 2022; due
to sanctions from the U.S., Russian
banks were cut o� from the Socie-
ty for Worldwide Interbank Finan-
cial Technologies (SWIFT) which
enables institutions to settle
amounts. Hence, international
transactions proved di�cult for
the Russia.

While the U.S. is the largest eco-
nomy in the world, the BRICS bloc
does not fall far behind, as China,
India, and Russia are in the top 10
in terms of Gross Domestic Pro-
duct (current prices) (Table 1).
Whether this collective economic
strength can challenge the domi-
nance of the dollar is to be seen in
the coming days.

Trade between BRICS countries shows marked increase 
The rise in intra-BRICS trade strengthens the case for a cross-border payments system

Nitika Francis 
Gandla Sneha

DATA POINT

T
his week, the
Food Safety and
Standards
Authority of India

(FSSAI), prodded by the
Supreme Court, proposed a
simple but overdue idea.
Packaged foods high in fat,
salt, or sugar should carry a
bold red warning on the
front of the pack, not buried
in �ne print on the back.
Someone picking up instant
noodles, a breakfast cereal,
or a “health drink” will
�nally be told, at a glance,
that it is not as wholesome as
its advertising claims. This is
a welcome step. It is also, on
its own, nowhere near
enough. 

The number of children
presenting with morbid
obesity and diabetes has
climbed sharply within just a
few years. The World Obesity
Atlas 2026 bears this out — 41
million Indian children and
adolescents aged 5 to 19 are
now overweight or obese.
This is not just because
children are eating more; it is
about what they are being
sold. Breakfast cereals,
sweetened yoghurts, and
“health drinks” are marketed
to parents as �lling gaps in a
child’s diet, emphasising
“energy” and vitamins while
saying little about the sugar
content inside. In 2024, a
leading multinational was
found adding sugar to infant
food sold in India and other
lower income countries;
sugar was left out of the
same product in Europe.
When a health drink,
popular in Indian homes,
turned out to be nothing
more than �avoured sugar
syrup, it took a social media
storm, and not a regulator, to
force the company to
prescribe a 15% cut in its
added sugar. 

The problem is worse
around schools and colleges,
where studies show that the
cheapest, most easily

available snacks are also the
least healthy. A popular
“energy drink” among
teenagers, priced at just ₹20,
packs close to 17 grams of
sugar, ca�eine, and arti�cial
colour into a single bottle. Its
label says it is not meant for
children, yet nothing stops a
child from buying it. This is
the market pricing
unhealthy calories to �t
within the range of a child’s
pocket money. 

Need for enforcement
None of this is a secret. What
has been missing is
enforcement. The FSSAI and
the Central Board of
Secondary Education (CBSE)
have long recommended
what schools should not sell,
but optional rules get treated
as optional, and canteens
stock whatever sells
cheapest. A red warning
label only works if it is
actually enforced. 

Moreover, the new rule
stops at the edge of
organised retail. Most of
India’s sugar, salt, and trans
fat is eaten unbranded, from
street stalls, dhabas, and
sweet shops that make up
the unorganised sector, none
of which is required to
declare anything. A red label
on a biscuit packet does
nothing about the jalebi sold
loose beside it. Regulation
that reaches only packaged
food leaves the unregulated
half of the plate untouched. 

Then there is the
conversation India keeps
avoiding — a tax on sugar.
When the U.K. introduced its
soft drinks industry levy,
sugar consumption among
both children and adults fell.
Manufacturers reformulated
their drinks to slip below the
tax threshold rather than
raise prices. A well-designed
sugar tax does not just
discourage people from
buying a product, it pushes
the industry to make the

product itself less harmful. 
India already taxes

sugary drinks heavily; just
not usefully. Since
September 2025, aerated
and sweetened beverages,
sugar free versions
included, were folded into
one 40% GST slab — so a
‘normal’ cola and its
zero-sugar counterpart pay
the same tax, leaving
manufacturers with no
reason to cut sugar. The
U.K.’s levy worked
di�erently, taxing drinks in
tiers by sugar content, so
that companies could lower
their bill by reformulating
the product. India could tax
products in the same way so
that manufacturers have a
reason to cut sugar. 

The standard objection —
that such a tax would hit the
poor the hardest — is not
wrong, but it is only half the
argument. Unregulated,
cheap sugar already extracts
a heavy price from the poor,
who bear the brunt of the
diabetes, hypertension and
childhood obesity epidemic
that sugar heavy diets drive,
with the least means to treat
it. Doing nothing is not
neutral; it is a slower,
costlier tax, paid in ill health
rather than rupees at the
till. The answer is to design
the tax calibrated to sugar
content so that it nudges
reformulation, with part of
the revenue set aside to
make healthy food cheaper. 

The FSSAI’s proposed red
label is a genuine, if belated,
�rst step. What India needs
now is the resolve to �nish
what it has started —
mandatory food standards;
limits on how unhealthy
food is marketed to
children; rules that reach
the unorganised sector; and
an honest debate on taxing
sugar in a way that protects
families with the least room
to absorb either cost, the
tax, or the disease. 

India has to act on its ‘sugar’ problem

Dr. Praveen
George Paul

Assistant Professor,
Pediatric
Endocrinology and
Metabolism,
Department of
Pediatrics, Christian
Medical College, Vellore

When the U.K.
introduced its
soft drinks
industry levy,
sugar
consumption
fell.
Manufacturers
reformulated
their drinks to
slip below the
tax threshold
rather than 
raise prices

Dr. Vandana Jain 

Professor, Pediatric
Endocrinology
Division, Department
of Pediatrics, All India
Institute of Medical
Sciences (AIIMS)

L
ast month, a group
of citizens in
Ahmedabad
gathered to read

books by Pakistani
education activist Malala
Yousafzai and Holocaust
survivor Anne Frank. This
was their way of protesting
against the Bajrang Dal and
Vishwa Hindu Parishad for
forcing a private school to
drop books by Yousafzai and
Frank from its compulsory
reading list. Soon, members
of the Bajrang Dal arrived at
the scene, beat up the group,
and tore up the books. 

The targeting of books is
as old as the book itself.
Books have been censored,
banned, torn, burnt, and
pulverised to suppress
opposing views, enforce
state ideologies, silence
uncomfortable truths, or for
being deemed heretical. 

Earlier this month, too,
the destruction of books was
in the news — but for a very
di�erent reason. Various
reports in international
media said that rare-book
sellers were surprised to see
a sudden increase in sales.
However, the books were not
being bought by specialised
dealers, collectors, or
connoisseurs; they were
being purchased by buyers
with strange names — Red
Sparrow Project, Blue Finch
Project, and Green Parrot
Project — to train Large
Language Models (LLMs)
such as ChatGPT. These
valuable editions ended up
in warehouses, where their
spines were sliced, their
pages scanned, and the
books pulped, so that AI
companies would not have
to deal with the headache of
copyright and e-books.

Why are these two
di�erent groups targeting
books? The Bajrang Dal said
it disapproved of Yousafzai’s
perceived views on India and
Kashmir. Here, there is a

clear ideological opposition
to Yousafzai’s ideas. The
organisation carried out the
deliberate act of thrashing
people and tearing up books
to send a clear warning: do
not read this book; and if you
do, face our wrath.

In the AI case, there is no
such ideological opposition.
The book is seen by
companies as a mere object
that contains ideas. And those
ideas are not dangerous; on
the contrary, they are
important because they can
be mined for pro�t. The more
the knowledge fed into LLMs,
the greater their capacity to
respond, and the more
dependent we become on
them. What makes this even
more worrying is that not all
such extraction and
destruction is seen as
damaging to our cultural
spaces or as insults to
creators. Not too long ago, a
U.S. court ruled that
Anthropic’s use of
copyrighted books to train its
AI was not, in itself, copyright
infringement. “One replaced
the other,” one of the judges
wrote. “There is no evidence
that the new, digital copy was
shown, shared, or sold
outside the company.”

This means that within the
framework of our current
understanding of “fair use”, a
company can buy books
written by human beings,
copy their contents into a
machine, and then destroy
the books without even
having to compensate the
writers. Surely, we need to
ask ourselves: have we
understood the words “fair”
and “use” too narrowly?

Why books matter
This practice unsurprisingly
sparked widespread anger,
which brings us to a more
fundamental question: what
does the physical book mean
to us?

When a book is given to a

child, it can become a
precious possession, a way
to travel into di�erent
worlds of imagination. A
book given as a gift by a
friend can become a warm
memory. A book borrowed
from a library for research
can be carried around as a
vessel of knowledge. A book
purchased from a
rare-books shop can be as
precious as silver,
containing layers of history.
Books, therefore, have
always been more than
paper and ink and a spine.
They are, of course, textual
instruments, but they are
also cultural objects —
repositories of our thoughts,
wanderings, dealings, and
feelings. If ideas are what
makes us human, books,
then, are a physical
manifestation of those
ideas, which we choose to
preserve and pass on.

In Burning the Books,
Richard Ovenden writes
about how, when the
National and University
Library of Bosnia and
Herzegovina came under
artillery �re from the
Serbian military in 1992,
librarians formed a human
chain to protect books. In
Nazi Germany, a group of
Jewish intellectuals, known
as the ‘Paper Brigade’,
risked execution by hiding
books inside their clothing.
In the Soviet Union,
Samizdat involved
clandestinely copying and
circulating censored texts,
while the modern copyleft
movement allows creators
to choose to reproduce and
share their work freely. 

Today, in a world where
books are seen either as
dangerous or as useful raw
material — rather than as
things to be read — the ways
in which we defend books
may have to keep evolving.

radhika.s@thehindu.co.in

The many ways to destroy a book

Radhika
Santhanam

If ideas are what
makes us
human, books,
then, are a
physical
manifestation of
those ideas,
which we
choose to
preserve and
pass on
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Heatwave days
recorded by Spain
across June-August

61
Mainland Spain endured its

hottest summer since records

began in 1961, with an

unprecedented 61 heatwave days across

June, July and August, the national

weather agency AEMET said. The average

temperature for those three months was

24.5C, 0.3C above the previous record from

2025 and 2.4C higher than the 1991-2020

reference period, AEMET said. AFP

NEWS IN NUMBERS

Death toll in Yemen
prison airstrike 
earlier this week

23
Rescuers dug through the

rubble of a Houthi-run prison

that was hit in an airstrike in

northern Yemen earlier this week, even as

the Saudi-led coalition renewed its attacks

on Wednesday. Rescuers recovered four

bodies, raising the death toll at the prison

to 23 people. The flare-up was a major

escalation in renewed fighting between a

U.S. ally and the Iranian proxy group. AP

Death toll from
measles outbreak 
in Bangladesh

1,002
The death toll

from a measles

outbreak in

Bangladesh has topped 1,000 children

since March, health officials said, admitting

failures in a vaccination drive. The South

Asian nation of 170 million has recorded

1,002 deaths and 187,484 infections among

children, according to the Directorate

General of Health Services. AFP

Worth of Google’s AI
expansion proposal 
in Finland

13
in € billion. Google will invest at

least €13 billion in data centres

and other digital infrastructure

to power its AI ambitions in Finland, in

what the U.S. tech giant called its biggest

single investment in Europe. The plan also

calls for clean energy projects over the

next two years, which Google said was “a

testament to Finland’s leadership in

responsibly building AI infrastructure”. AFP

Amount approved by
Chhattisgarh Cabinet
for the startup mission

500
in ₹ crore. The

Chhattisgarh Cabinet

on Wednesday

approved a ₹500 crore startup and skills

mission aimed at creating new

opportunities for employment, skill

development, entrepreneurship and

innovation for the youth of the State,

officials said. PTI

COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM

The story so far: 

I
n what is quickly becoming an
explosive controversy in
mathematics, a potential solution
to one of the �eld’s greatest open

questions has been overshadowed by
allegations of espionage and unethical
academic conduct. Over the last few days,
the mathematical community has been
rocked by claims that OpenAI leveraged
its enormous computing power — and
potentially the private user data of
academic researchers — to scoop a
solution to the Navier-Stokes equations
problem.

What is the Navier-Stokes problem?
The Navier-Stokes equations describe the
motion of viscous �uids like water and air,
and they have frustrated mathematicians
and physicists for more than two
centuries.

As OpenAI wrote on its website: “The
Navier-Stokes equations use Newton’s
second law of motion (F = m x a) to
describe how �uids move. Importantly,
they treat a �uid as a continuous medium
rather than tracking individual molecules.
These equations are used for aircraft
design, weather forecasting, and the
study of blood �ow.”

The Clay Mathematics Institute in New
York lists a problem about the equations
as one of the seven Millennium Prize
Problems. That is, anyone who can prove
whether the equations always have
smooth, predictable solutions or whether
the equations can ‘blow up’ — meaning
the mathematical solutions reach in�nity
in �nite time — will win $1 million and
considerable prestige in the mathematics
community.

What is a forcing function?
The Millennium Prize problem statement,
authored by U.S. mathematician Charles
Fe�erman, o�ers a few avenues for a valid
proof. Options A and B deal with
unforced equations, while Options C and
D allow for a solution that includes an
external forcing function.

A forcing function is an external
in�uence that adds momentum to the
�uid, e.g., you dip your spoon into a bowl
of water and stir it. A forced blow-up
would be when you keep stirring the �uid
harder and harder until the equations
predict the �ow becomes in�nitely violent
in a �nite amount of time — as if you were
stirring at nearly the speed of light.

For such a blow-up to qualify for the
Millennium Prize under Options C and D,
the force causing the blow-up can’t
suddenly appear/disappear or change
abruptly from one place or time to
another. It must obey the usual laws of
physics.

Over the last year, New York University
mathematician Tristan Buckmaster and
Anthropic researcher Levent Alpöge have
been using AI models to use a technique
developed by Spanish mathematicians
Diego Córdoba and Luis Martínez-Zoroa
to show that forced blow-ups cause the
Navier-Stokes equations to become
insensible in �nite time.

This route is a niche vector of attack;
mathematicians agree it is not possible to
arrive at by feeding the problem to an AI
chatbot. This detail matters to what
followed.

How did OpenAI get involved?
Buckmaster and Alpöge made a
breakthrough on August 15. A week later,
the duo had their proofs — heavily

generated by models like Anthropic’s
Claude and OpenAI’s GPT-5.6 Sol —
checked by a computer to make sure the
mathematics were correct.

However, the raw output from the AI
was practically unreadable. Buckmaster
described one initial proof as “the most
horrendous I have ever read”. So Alpöge
and Buckmaster spent weeks working
around the clock to translate the AI
output into a readable paper.

But last week, a rumor began
circulating that Anthropic had solved a
major open problem in mathematics. On
September 3, after hearing OpenAI was
investigating the rumors, Buckmaster
emailed a prominent mathematician at
OpenAI. This information comes from a
statement that Buckmaster published on
his university webpage.

Buckmaster said he clari�ed that his
work with Alpöge was in a personal
capacity and did not represent an
institutional e�ort by Anthropic and that
the duo planned to publish its results
once it had �nished polishing the
manuscript. The (unnamed) interlocutor
at OpenAI replied expressing excitement.

But on September 4, OpenAI requested
a same-day meeting with Buckmaster,
which Buckmaster deferred to the
following week (i.e., the current week).
Two days later, OpenAI urgently
requested a meeting, so Buckmaster said
he joined a call with OpenAI computer
scientist Sebastien Bubeck and another
representative. Alpöge did not attend the
call.

During this call, Buckmaster said
Bubeck dropped a bombshell: an internal
OpenAI model had produced a proof of
�nite-time blow-up for the forced
Navier-Stokes equations. When
Buckmaster pressed for details, the
OpenAI team revealed their solution was
exactly “Existence of forced blowup in R3
and T3, with the forcing function is
smooth Option C and D in Fe�erman” —
for Buckmaster, the exact mathematical

route he and Alpöge had been pursuing.
Buckmaster also wrote that he and

Alpöge had been logging their work on
OpenAI Codex, a tool to translate natural
language prompts into code, for months.

At this point, Buckmaster refused to
cooperate with OpenAI and rushed to
publish his and Alpöge’s results, plus his
public statement.

OpenAI subsequently held a press
brie�ng in which it claimed 10,000 AI
agents had cracked the problem in an
88-hour marathon that had cost the
company millions of dollars.

What is the data-access issue?
Buckmaster’s public statement has
already triggered scrutiny of OpenAI’s
corporate practices. When it claimed to
have solved the same formulation of the
problem Buckmaster and Alpöge had
been working on, Buckmaster asked how
the AI model had arrived there. On the
September 6 call, Bubeck allegedly
admitted an entire team had been
assigned to crack the problem.

Further, Buckmaster said he had been
inputting all of his and Alpöge’s drafts
into Codex over a year. So when
Buckmaster asked if the internal OpenAI
model had been trained on or had access
to his private Codex sessions, OpenAI said
the model “did not look up user data”.
But when Buckmaster pressed on
whether his data had been used to train
the model that worked on the problem,
OpenAI didn’t answer.

According to Buckmaster, Bubeck also
o�ered him two unethical proposals. In
the �rst, Buckmaster would post his
signi�cant result and OpenAI would post
their Navier-Stokes result the following
day. The second was that Buckmaster
would write a solo paper presenting the
Navier-Stokes result and acknowledge the
internal OpenAI model.

Bubeck reportedly asserted on the call
that he wanted Alpöge removed from
authorship because Alpöge is an

employee of Anthropic, OpenAI’s rival.
Buckmaster said he refused both o�ers

and threatened to go public with the
conversation, whereupon Bubeck
allegedly responded: “Why would you
ruin your career?” and “If you don’t want
me to be nice, then I don’t have to be
nice”.

Bubeck has since publicly called the
allegations against him “false and
in�ammatory”.

What questions remain?
1. Did OpenAI actually solve the problem?
While OpenAI has said its agents reached
a solution in 88 hours, it is unclear who, if
any, outside the company has seen the
claimed proof. Since Buckmaster
described the AI-generated paper as
“slop”, it is also unknown whether
OpenAI’s internal model actually
produced a rigorous proof or a
convoluted approximation.

2. Did OpenAI breach user privacy?
The silence regarding whether OpenAI
trained its internal model on
Buckmaster’s private Codex logs has been
deafening.

3. Who deserves the credit? The AI
agents? OpenAI the corporation?
Buckmaster and Alpöge? Or Diego
Córdoba and Luis Martínez-Zoroa?
Indeed, Buckmaster wrote in his
statement he believes “Luis
Martínez-Zoroa deserves a Fields Medal”.

Just before the controversy broke out,
Fields Medal winner Terence Tao had
published a series of notes about why a
‘human mathematics’ remains relevant in
the age of AI. As he wrote: “The point
remains that there is a substantial
opportunity cost in converting a
historically productive and motivating
problem … into a mere viral social media
post advertising some benchmark
progress, rather than actually advancing
the �eld and developing the next
generation of both problems to ask and
people to work on them.”

Did OpenAI solve Navier-Stokes problem?
OpenAI’s claim of Navier-Stokes breakthrough has sparked controversy after Tristan Buckmaster alleged that its internal model arrived at the exact approach he

and Levent Alpöge had been pursuing; questions remain over whether OpenAI trained on private Codex data, the proof ’s validity and who deserves credit

While OpenAI has said its agents reached a solution for the Navier-Stokes regularity problem in 88 hours, it is unclear who, if any, outside the company has

seen the claimed 100-page proof. GROWTIKA/UNSPLASH 

Vasudevan Mukunth
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The Navier-Stokes equations
describe fluid motion and form
one of the seven Millennium
Prize Problems, with a $1
million prize for a valid solution

�

Buckmaster and Alpöge used
AI models to develop a proof of
finite-time blow-up involving a
forcing function, then worked
to turn the AI-generated output
into a readable paper

�

OpenAI later said 10,000 AI
agents had solved the problem
in an 88-hour e�ort, while
Buckmaster alleged that
OpenAI made questionable
proposals over publication and
authorship
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QUESTION 1

Vilkkanundu Swapnangal was Mammootty’s
first credited role, where he played the
antagonist Madhavankutty. However, his first
appearance on screen was in a movie
released almost 10 years before Vilkkanundu

Swapnangal. Name the film.
X

QUESTION 2

In 2010, the prolific actor released a memoir
about his early life, detailing the struggles he
had to endure to enter the film industry.
Name the memoir.
X

QUESTION 3

Mammootty and Mohanlal were, or still are
(depending on who you ask), the stalwarts of
Malayalam cinema. They have acted
side-by-side in a lot of films. One of the most

popular films was Harikrishnans, released in
1998. A popular Bollywood actor was the
female lead in the film. Name the actor.
X

QUESTION 4

In 2017, a film of Mammootty wherein he
played a police o�icer was criticised by actor
Parvathy for glorifying misogyny. It courted
controversy, with the debate playing out on
social media for days. Name the film. 
X

QUESTION 5

This film by Jabbar Patel won Mammootty
national fame for playing this iconic economist,
social reformer and politician. Name the film.
X

QUESTION 6

The Jabbar Patel film is not the only movie in
which Mammootty played a political icon. This
2019 film saw him bringing to life this leader
who was the Chief Minister of a southern State.
Name the film and the leader. 

Questions and Answers for the previous day’s daily

quiz: 1. Which two Greek words are generally given as the
roots of the word “photograph”? Ans: Phos (light) and

graphe (drawing or writing)

2. Which chemical did Herschel identify in 1819? Ans:

Sodium thiosulphate, then commonly called

hyposulphite of soda

3. What was the principal purpose of using sodium
thiosulphate? Ans: To fix the photographic image by

removing unexposed silver salts and making the

image more permanent

4. What photographic printing process did Herschel
develop that later became particularly associated with
blueprints? Ans: The cyanotype process

5. Which French photographic process was a contemporary
development in early photography? Ans: The

daguerreotype, developed by Louis Daguerre

Visual: Identify the object. Ans: It is the 40-foot

reflecting telescope built by his father, Sir William

Herschel, at Slough

Early Birds: Avidha Mojumder | Sadhan Panda | Varghese
Joseph | Sukdev Shet | Dodo Jayaditya

THE DAILY QUIZ

Muhammad Kutty Panaparambil Ismail, popularly known as Mammootty, celebrated
his 75th birthday on September 7. A quiz on the legendary Malayalam actor

X

Visual Question:

This still of Mammootty and Bollywood
actor Aishwarya Rai is from a Tamil
movie, which was an adaption of a Jane
Austen novel. Name the Tamil film and
the Austen novel.

Please send in your answers to 
dailyquiz@thehindu.co.in

Joan Sony Cherian

“I know that Dilip was well prepared. But
when he saw the Chairman sitting in the
front row, he went totally blank. The poor
guy forgot what he was going to say.”

“What did Dilip do? How did he....”
“....he winged it. That was the only....”
“...You mean to say he ran away?”
“Nobody runs away from a

presentation. If Dilip had run away, he
would have lost his job. When you say
that somebody ‘winged it’ what you are
saying is that the person improvised. He
made things up as he went along; he....”

“....why does it always have to be a
‘he’? It could be a ‘she’. She does or says
something spontaneously. Without any
preparation.”

“That’s right. You stand up and say
something even though you are not
prepared.”

“Like some of the speeches that our
not-so-respected politicians make?”

“Most of our politicians just wing it.”
“Hey, how about this example? When I

told my teacher that I wasn’t really
prepared for the debate, he told me to
just go out there and wing it.”

“That’s a good example. Here’s another
one. The tall man in jeans who came for
the audition this afternoon didn’t know
his lines. So he just winged it. But to
everyone’s surprise he got the part.”

“Some people have all the luck. Does
this example sound OK? The speaker had
misplaced his notes. He had no option but
to wing it.”

“Sounds great!”
“So tell me, was the Chairman angry

with Dilip?”
“He didn’t say anything. But my boss

was really angry. He went ballistic.”
“Went ballistic? Doesn’t the expression

mean to become extremely angry?”
“Exactly! The teacher went ballistic

when the student didn’t turn in her
assignment.”

“My father went ballistic when my
sister broke the new table lamp.”

“Any way, my boss went ballistic. He
has given Dilip his walking papers...”

“....his walking papers?”
“When a company gives you your

‘walking papers’, it means that you have
been sacked. Or ‘�red’, as the Americans
would put it.”

“You mean Dilip has lost his job?”
“That’s right.”
“But that’s terrible.”
“I know. He is going to be joining the

ranks of the unemployed pretty soon.”
“The poor guy shouldn’t have made

the presentation. He should have just run
away.”

“You may be right.”
“Walking papers. I have never come

across that expression before.”
“It is considered slang, but it’s used

quite often by native speakers in informal
contexts. For example, I can say, our
company is downsizing. I hope I am not
given my walking papers. I need this job
to help repay some of my debts.”

“How about this example? When
Ashok was given his walking papers, he
looked at his boss and laughed.”

“He can a�ord to. His wife has a really
fantastic job. And with his quali�cations
and the contacts that his wife has, Ashok
can get a job anywhere.”

‘How about Dilip? How did he react?”
“Dilip! The poor guy is in a funk.”
“In a funk? What a strange expression!”
“When you say that you are in a funk, it

implies that...”
“... I can guess. It probably means the

same thing as ‘feeling blue’.”
“My! You’re in excellent form today.

That’s exactly what it means.”
Published in The Hindu on December 4,
2001

Know your
English
S. Upendran

FROM THE ARCHIVES

L
ike most of us, Mondays are my
least favourite day of the week.
But there was a brief period
between March and May when I

actually had something to look forward to
every Monday: a new episode of the �rst
season of Rooster. The HBO show is set at
Ludlow College, a �ctional elite liberal
arts institution in New England, where
best-selling pulp �ction writer Greg
Russo, played by Steve Carell, becomes a
writer-in-residence.

It became a ritual every Monday
evening to eat dinner while watching
Rooster, which, despite its many �aws,
was hugely enjoyable, thanks to a set of
memorable characters. While the show
relies on tired tropes and has some
glaring plot inadequacies, what really
stood out for me was how evergreen the
campus narrative can be.

Whether they are teen dramas such as
The Sex Lives of College Girls, biting satire
such as The Chair, or novels such as Sally
Rooney’s Normal People, R.F. Kuang’s
Babel and Katabasis, Donna Tartt’s The
Secret History, John Williams’s Stoner, J.M.
Coetzee’s Disgrace, or Zadie Smith’s On
Beauty (my favourite), there is something
about the insularity, temporality, and
liminality of these campuses that makes
them a microcosm of the best and worst
of human nature.

Critique of higher education
Not surprisingly, this enables some �ne
satire. Many of these novels shine a light
on the vast chasm between the ideals and
realities of higher education. They
explore subjects as diverse as culture
wars, power imbalances in relationships,
and intellectual and cultural hegemonies,
to loneliness and the sheer absurdities of
modern life. The last is particularly
exempli�ed by Luke Kennard’s Black Bag,
which was longlisted for the Booker Prize

this year.
A bizarre real-life experiment

conducted in the 1960s by Charles
Goetzinger, a professor at Oregon State
University, becomes the fodder for this
hilarious new campus novel. It features
an unnamed struggling actor enlisted by
Dr Blend, a university professor, to zip
himself into a bag and attend lectures.
Crammed with scathing observations
about digital capitalism, the collapse of
traditional art and culture in a
post-literate world, and the masculinity
crisis, Black Bag is also a darkly comic
critique of higher education. 

“The heterodox architecture of the
university campus represents many
di�erent eras of hope, progress, despair,
practicality and de�ance,” writes Kennard
in one part of the novel, further adding
that it is a “theme park of uneasy truces
between high court and departure
lounge, tenement and winter palace.
Ideas in direct con�ict over decades as to
what, for the love of god, this even is.”

Machiavellian mentors
Kuang’s Katabasis moves beyond the built
environment of a college campus into
potent metaphor, reimagining it literally
as hell. The novel, which was shortlisted
for the British Book Awards Science
Fiction and Fantasy Book of the Year
2026, o�ers a funny, if dark, commentary
on the graduate experience. It explores
the toxic work culture of competitive
universities, the burnout this promotes,
and the dangers of blindly submitting to
deeply charismatic authority �gures
around whom a student’s academic
universe often revolves.

The novel tells the story of two
graduate students from Cambridge, Alice
Law and Peter Murdoch, who descend
into hell to rescue their advisor, Jacob
Grimes. He is a professor who holds great
sway over their academic progress and
future careers. To get to him, they must

navigate the eight courts of hell, some of
which resemble familiar campus haunts
like the library and student centre. Their
quest forms the plot of this clever novel
crammed with omnifarious ideas and
references ranging from Plato’s Phaedo
and Dante Alighieri’s The Divine Comedy
to T.S. Eliot’s The Waste Land, ancient
Greek mythology, Lewis Carroll’s Alice in
Wonderland and Dharmic eschatology.

In a 2025 interview with The Hindu,
Kuang said the characters in her novel
were inspired by Alice in Wonderland and
Peter Pan. Kuang added that Professor
Grimes is an archetype of the male genius
that everybody makes excuses for; the
one who can just behave boorishly with
no consequences.

Power imbalances in sexual
relationships, a common phenomenon in
nearly every institution, including the
university, show up in many of these
campus novels, including Disgrace, On
Beauty, and Katabasis. But equally erosive
to self-worth, mental health, and
behaviour is the Machiavellian mentor
who uses coercion, isolation, �attery, or
threats to signi�cantly alter a student’s
moral universe, perception of reality, and
even sense of identity.

Grimes is certainly a contender for this
dubious position, but so is Julian Morrow,
the enigmatic Classics Professor in Tartt’s
The Secret History, whose teachings
essentially drive his small, carefully
chosen cohort to murder one of their
own. In his �rst class, for instance, he
declares, “Beauty is terror. Whatever we
call beautiful, we quiver before it. And
what could be more terrifying and
beautiful, to souls like the Greeks or our
own, than to lose control completely?” It
is a perspective his students go on to take
far too literally.

The primary narrator of this novel is
the deeply unreliable Richard Papen, who
longs to penetrate his group’s inner circle.
This leads him to rewrite his past and

manufacture a new identity. “I wanted to
maintain the illusion that their dealings
with me were completely straightforward;
that we were all friends and no secrets,
though the plain fact of it was there were
plenty of things they didn’t let me in on,”
he recalls. 

Beyond the intellectual
On Beauty, too, chronicles how the
desperation to belong often results in
young people shrinking and shaping
themselves to be seen a certain way. This
character-driven novel largely focuses on
two families, the Belseys and the Kippses,
whose patriarchs, Howard Belsey and Sir
Monty Kipps, occupy similar academic
and social spaces but hold radically
di�erent political views. At its core,
however, the novel is a scathing
commentary on the over-intellectualism
and elitism inherent to university spaces.

Centred around yet another �ctional
New England college, Wellington, the
book is a contemporary reinterpretation
of E.M. Forster’s classic Howards End,
exploring class con�ict, complicated
relationships, race politics, in�delity, and
performative ideologies. What sets it
apart, however, is the character who lies
at its moral centre: Kiki Belsey, Howard’s
wife, one of the most self-possessed,
refreshingly human �ctional women I
have encountered in recent times.

Kiki o�ers the world things more
important than anything a college
education does: radical empathy,
emotional intelligence, sisterhood, and
friendship. “Stop worrying about your
identity and concern yourself with the
people you care about, ideas that matter
to you, beliefs you can stand by, tickets
you can run on,” she tells her son. “You
have to live; you can’t live by slogans,
dead ideas, clichés, or national �ags.”

It is a perspective that many of us who
live in our intellectual ivory towers would
do well to remember.

Why we cannot get enough of
campus stories
From The Secret History to Katabasis and Black Bag, several novels set in universities show why campuses are fertile settings for stories about

ambition, hegemony, belonging, and loneliness
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W
hen the Reserve Bank
of India (RBI) closed
its concessional
FCNR(B) swap
window on August 31,

2026, one month ahead of schedule, it
reignited debate over the true cost of the
scheme. 

Critics have zeroed in on the burden
of elevated USD/INR forward premia,
which touched more than 1,500 basis
points for five-year tenors. Yet, much of
the discourse has been speculative, often
disconnected from the operational
realities. A closer look suggests that
while the scheme is not without cost, its
benefits outweigh the risks, leaving RBI
with a net positive balance sheet impact.

The FCNR(B) swap window was
designed to attract foreign currency
deposits at concessional swap rates,
thereby bolstering India’s external
position. In just 85 days, the scheme
mobilised an extraordinary $127.2
billion.

COSTS VS RETURNS

Assuming a realistic distribution of
deposits, i.e., 40 per cent in three-year
tenors, 10 per cent in four-year, and 50
per cent in five-year, the hedging cost
and investment yield calculations
remain broadly stable even with minor
deviations. This assumption reflects
depositor preference for longer tenors
in a high global interest rate
environment, while shorter buckets
catered to leveraged positions and
immediate obligations.

During the scheme period (June
8-August 31), the average forward
premia stood at 2.93 per cent for
three-year tenors and 3.23 per cent for
five-year tenors. 

By contrast, US Treasury yields
averaged 4.23 per cent and 4.33 per cent
respectively.

RBI, as the central bank, likely secured
better than market swap rates, meaning
our estimates err on the conservative
side. Similarly, while RBI invests
primarily in liquid, low-risk assets, not
all inflows would be parked in US
treasuries, marginally lowering returns.
Even so, the numbers are compelling.

Hence, under the best possible
scenario, hedging cost was $16.3 billion,
while investment income was $22.4
billion, net surplus was $6.1 billion
(₹58,372 crore at current exchange
rates). [Table 1]

This surplus underscores that the

scheme was not a fiscal drag but a
calculated intervention yielding tangible
gains.

LIQUIDITY DYNAMICS

The concessional swaps injected nearly
₹12 trillion of rupee liquidity into the
banking system, o�ering much relief to
banks to lend to the productive sectors
of the economy, easing the elevated C-D
ratio constraint. Banks may need couple
of quarters to use these surplus funds.
However, RBI’s continued forex
interventions in selling dollars to
control rupee volatility and unwinding
its forward book have absorbed much of
this surplus.

Indeed, despite $136 billion in foreign
capital inflows (including FCNR, ECB,
and OFCB), reserves rose by only $59.2
billion as forex kitty grew from 681.6
billion (June 5) to $740.8 (August 28).
The rest was o�set by intervention and
forward settlements. Overnight rates
slipped below the repo rate, with call
money at 4.95 per cent and TREPS at
4.45 per cent, highlighting the challenge
of keeping liquidity within RBI’s
comfort zone of 0.5-1 per cent of NDTL.
As of mid-August, durable surplus
liquidity stood at ₹8.06 lakh crore,
forcing RBI into sterilisation operations
at a cost.

RBI’s short dollar forward position is
currently over $100 billion, with $40
billion maturing within a year. As these
positions unwind, liquidity will
automatically contract. Meanwhile,
surplus liquidity has already nudged
banks toward government securities,
pushing yields lower and reducing
borrowing costs for the government, a
secondary benefit of the scheme.

Looking ahead, September and

October traditionally strain liquidity.
Festive season withdrawals, advance tax
payments, credit growth, capex revival,
government borrowing, and import
payments ahead of Diwali will all absorb
liquidity. This seasonal tightening
reduces the need for permanent
sterilisation mechanisms like the
Market Stabilisation Scheme (MSS) of
2004.

Instead, RBI can rely on incremental
CRR hikes (as banks benefitted from
FCNR swap scheme and the amount is
temporarily exempt from CRR and SLR
requirement), longer-term VRRRs, and
open market operations (OMOs) to
manoeuvre liquidity. These tools
provide flexibility without locking the
system into enduring sterilisation costs.

STERILISATION COSTS

Even if RBI must sterilise liquidity for up
to a year, the costs remain manageable.
With surplus liquidity between ₹3-8
trillion and sterilisation rates of 5.3-5.7
per cent (91-day and 364-day T-bills),
the one quarter sterilisation cost would
range from ₹3,975 crore to ₹10,600
crore and annual sterilisation cost
ranges from ₹17,000 crore to ₹45,600
crore. 

Against the FCNR(B) surplus of
₹58,372 crore, RBI still nets a positive
balance of ₹12,772–₹54,397 crore [Table
2].

A NET POSITIVE

The FCNR(B) swap window has
achieved its objectives of attracting
foreign capital inflows at scale,
strengthening the balance of payments,
providing banks with liquidity to
support credit growth and, reducing
government borrowing costs through
lower yields.

The beauty of the scheme lies in its
cost neutrality across stakeholders, RBI,
government, banks, depositors, and
ultimately the economy. While
sterilisation costs are real, they are
temporary and outweighed by the
benefits.

In a global environment of tightening
liquidity and volatile capital flows, RBI’s
decision to front-load inflows through
FCNR(B) was both prudent and
necessary. The early closure of the
window signals confidence. The
objectives have been met, reserves
strengthened, and liquidity manageable.

The debate over costs should not
obscure the larger truth the — FCNR(B)
scheme was a net positive intervention,
reinforcing India’s financial stability at a
critical juncture.

The writer is Visiting Fellow, LSE; and DGM
(Economist), State Bank of India. Views expressed are
personal

FCNR(B): Benefits outweigh costs

The beauty of the scheme
lies in its cost neutrality
across stakeholders,
RBI, government, banks,
depositors, and ultimately
the economy

NET POSITIVE. The scheme’s objectives of attracting foreign funds and bolstering liquidity have been met
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T
here’s some good news for India’s
population which eats on the move — the
packaged noodles, chips, biscuits and

pre-cooked meals they rely on will be soon packaged
di�erently, with prominent contra-indications at the
front of the packet for excessive sugar, salt or
saturated fat. This marks a shift from the manner in
which such important information is put out now —
at the back of the pack in a font size that invariably
makes you squint.

The Supreme Court, which has been
hearing a PIL (3S and our Health Society vs
Union of India) has pulled up the FSSAI for
dragging its feet on introducing ‘front of the
pack nutrition labelling’. The FSSAI has
presented a plan of action, to be
implemented in two phases so that industry
and consumers can adjust to it. In a recent
hearing, the FSSAI has said that snack food
producers will have to prominently display a
red hexagonal sign on the front of the pack if
two of three indicators are out of line (sugar,
salt or saturated fat). But so far, it has not
indicated any deadline. Meanwhile,
consumer advocates have said that the
two-indicator formula lets o� those
products where one of the three ingredients
is way above recommended levels — based
on the 2024 guidelines laid down by the
Indian Council of Medical Research and
National Institute of Nutrition.

The threshold for defining excess is not
clear. These need to be clearly stated in the
rules — the maximum permissible serve of
salt, sugar or fat as a percentage of
recommended (daily) dietary allowance
(RDA), beyond which the hexagon becomes
mandatory. The level should be a range to
pre-empt evasion. It should also be clarified
that the danger level so defined should
include not just the added ingredient, but
also include the naturally occurring levels of
the same — for example, the total sugar in
fruit juice or the total fat in potato chips.
FSSAI must show that it means business and
finally move towards a single-product
warning. Snack food giants, which comply
with sterner packaging norms in countries
such as Chile, Israel and Canada, should
respond responsibly to the new reality of
rising health disorders related to ultra
processed food.

As Economic Survey of FY26 and FY25
have observed, consumption of ultra
processed foods is correlated to obesity,
diabetes, hypertension and heart disease.
The Parliamentary Standing Committee
report on ‘sugar content in baby products
and other food products’ notes that sugar
thresholds (now vague) must be arrived at
by aligning the WHO and ICMR guidelines,
with limits clearly defined for infants and
younger children. A February 2022
‘direction’ by FSSAI acknowledges the need
for the same, but compliance is a grey area.
The Centre’s ‘eat right’ campaign must also
be supported by availability of quality
products. The Indian Institute of Millets
Research and Central Food Technological
Research Institute, for example, can roll out
products that are tasty, nutritious and,
above all, organic — setting a benchmark.

Package of concerns
Nutritional warnings, disclosures should improve
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Tragic disaster
Apropos ‘Himalayan meltdown’
(September 9). The Rasuwa disaster
in Nepal is a stark warning for India’s
Himalayan States. Glacial lakes and
hanging glaciers are becoming
increasingly unstable due to climate
change, and we are simply not
prepared. 
The 2021 Chamoli tragedy showed
us what can happen, yet we continue
to build dams and roads in fragile
zones without proper risk
assessment. We need a central
Himalayan regulatory zone that

restricts development in vulnerable
areas, along with mandatory bu�er
zones near glacial origins. 
Early warning systems must go
beyond weather monitoring to track
physical signs like tremors and ice
movement. We cannot a�ord to wait
for the next catastrophe.
K Chidanand Kumar
Bengaluru

The Editorial ‘Himalayan meltdown’
highlights the huge risks arising from
glacial meltdown and a need for early
warning systems. In the aftermath of

the deadly 2004 Tsunami, nations set
up mechanisms to share data and
triggers which have prevented large
scale destruction in subsequent
Tsunamis. 
Similar approach of sharing
pre-collapse indicators for glaciers
and hilly terrains will be a must to
prevent a repeat in this region. The
fact that China is building large dams
means that India and Nepal are at the
mercy of the Chinese on information
sharing. 
With the current thawing of ties
between India and China, the time is

right to conclude a proper
mechanism of sharing early warning
indicators. 
Pradip Menon
Kochi

Entrepreneurial edge
Apropos ‘IITs lead Indian universities
in global entrepreneurship rankings’
(September 9), India’s third position
globally, with eight universities in the
top 100 for entrepreneurship, is a
matter of pride. 
However, the gap with the US is
substantial — the US has 62

universities in the top 100 and 2,380
founders, compared with India’s
eight universities with 756 founders.
This showcases India’s enormous
potential to improve its global
standing. The country should focus
on expanding premier institutions
such as the IITs, increasing seats, and
strengthening infrastructure, faculty
and teaching quality to nurture a
larger and more globally competitive
pool of entrepreneurs to improve its
ranking.
PV Prakash
Mumbai

LETTERS TO EDITOR Send your letters by email to bleditor@thehindu.co.in or by post to ‘Letters to the Editor’, The Hindu Business Line, Kasturi Buildings, 859-860, Anna Salai, Chennai 600002.

T
here are dates that divide history
into a before and an after.
September 11, 2001, is one of

them. The smoke has disappeared from
New York. The towers are gone, and a
new skyline has risen in their place. A
generation has grown up without a
memory of that morning. For them, 9/11
lives in photographs, films, classrooms,
and history books. Yet it has not become
history in the ordinary sense. Its
consequences remain with us. Its
deepest legacy may be that the meaning
of survival changed. We entered a world
in which distrust became almost
another name for security.

The terrorists killed nearly 3,000
people and destroyed New York’s
skyline. But terrorism has another, more
important yet less visible objective: to
spread fear. Its weapon is not only the
bomb, gun, or hijacked aircraft. It’s the
suspicion left behind — of the stranger,
the neighbour, the foreigner, often of
people who have done nothing wrong, or
even of your own shadow.

9/11 was also a spectacular failure of
imagination. The world’s most powerful
country, with vast military and
intelligence resources, failed to imagine
an attack of such scale and audacity. In
Nassim Nicholas Taleb’s terminology, it
had the character of a Black Swan: an

event that seemed almost impossible
beforehand but, once it happened,
changed our understanding of what was
possible.

Then came Afghanistan, Iraq, the
“War on Terror,” tighter borders, airport
security, and expanded surveillance. Yet
terrorism didn’t disappear. It changed
shape, fragmented, and spread. In trying
to defeat it, we sometimes found
ourselves fighting the fear it had planted
in us. Afghanistan remains the painful
example. When American forces finally
left in 2021, the scenes from Kabul
o�ered a grim lesson: wars may end on
paper while their consequences
continue in people’s lives.

But the afterlife of 9/11 is not only
geopolitical. It’s personal. TIME’s
25th-anniversary series, How 9/11
Shaped My Life, personalises the
enormity of the event by focusing on the
enormity of the event down to
individual lives. Colin McShane, for
example, was only four-and-a-half when
his firefighter father died. He
remembers being taken from preschool
and watching television, but he was too
young to understand what had
happened. Only later did the absence of
his father become real.

A death happens in an instant. Grief
doesn’t. The same is true of those who
survived. First responders and others
exposed to the dust at Ground Zero have
lived with illnesses linked to that day

long after the cameras left. The World
Trade Center Health Program has cared
for more than 1,50,000 survivors and
responders.

SOCIAL WOUNDS

Then there was another wound — the
social one. After 9/11, a person’s name,
face, clothes, or accent could suddenly
acquire a political meaning. People often
found themselves viewed through
suspicion due to their religion or
ethnicity. The innocent were made to
carry the guilt of the guilty. This is how
terror changes a society. It doesn’t
merely make people afraid of dying. It
can make them afraid of one another.

But there’s another way to respond.
After the Christchurch mosque attacks
in 2019, in which 51 worshippers were
killed, New Zealand’s Prime Minister
Jacinda Ardern refused to mention the

name of the attacker to deny him the
notoriety and fame he sought from his
terrorist act. Terror says: “Fear the
other.” Ardern’s response was: “They are
us.” 

If terrorism seeks to create fear,
suspicion, and division, then refusing to
surrender to those emotions is itself a
form of resistance. We must remember
the people who died. But we should also
remember the Afghan child whose
childhood was shaped by war, the family
that lived with suspicion, the first
responder who carried Ground Zero in
his lungs, and the little boy who grew up
without his father.

“Never Forget” must mean more than
remembering a terrible morning. It
must mean remembering what fear can
do to a society — and what humanity can
do in response. The towers disappeared.
But the shadow remains. Twenty-five
years later, the harder question is no
longer simply what happened on
September 11, 2001? It is: what did we
become afterwards?

Perhaps the final measure of survival
is whether we resisted the fear that
makes us strangers to one another. The
date is still being written. Its final
meaning may depend not on what the
terrorists did to us, but on what we
choose to become because of it.

The writer is Professor of Statistics, Indian Statistical
Institute, Kolkata

25 years after 9/11: The shadow of mistrust

Atanu Biswas

TERROR ATTACK. The twin towers
burning on September 11, 2001REUTERS

This act of terror made us all suspicious of each other, where people’s looks, accents and clothes acquired a political meaning
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I
ndia’s economy has started
the new financial year on a
strong note. Real GDP grew

7.8 per cent in the April-June
quarter, making India once again
one of the fastest-growing major
economies. Consumption
remained reasonably strong,
investment picked up and exports
also performed better. These are
encouraging signs at a time when
the global economy remains
uncertain. The number deserves
to be celebrated. But it also raises
a more interesting question: what
is driving this growth, and what is
it doing to the structure of the
Indian economy?

INTERESTING EXAMPLE

Manufacturing GVA grew 9.2 per
cent in the first quarter.
Investment in capital goods has
also been strong. Yet
manufacturing’s share in GDP
remains around 16 per cent,
roughly where it was a decade ago.
In other words, manufacturing is
growing, but its weight in the
economy has not changed very
much. This is not necessarily a
contradiction. A sector can grow
rapidly without increasing its
share if other parts of the
economy are also growing. But for
India, the distinction matters
because manufacturing has
traditionally been seen as the
bridge between low-productivity
work and more productive
employment.

There is another interesting
part of the story. Corporate
profitability has risen sharply in
recent years. Strong profits have
helped companies repair their
balance sheets and should provide
resources for fresh investment.
The latest GDP numbers suggest
that investment is indeed
beginning to respond. The real
opportunity now lies in
connecting these two
developments. If higher corporate
profits lead to more investment,
and investment creates larger
manufacturing ecosystems,
supply chains and new businesses,
the benefits can spread much
beyond the large companies at the
top. That is when growth starts
changing the structure of the
economy.

This matters particularly for
India’s young population. Urban
youth unemployment remains
high, at around 18 per cent. The
problem is not simply the absence
of jobs. It is also the di�culty of
creating enough productive jobs
for young people entering the
labour market every year. India
therefore faces an unusual

situation. It has relatively strong
economic growth, rising
investment and increasingly
profitable companies, but the
transition towards a more
employment-intensive economy
remains incomplete.

There is, however, good reason
to be optimistic. The foundations
are considerably stronger today
than they were a decade ago.
India’s physical infrastructure has
improved, digital connectivity has
expanded, domestic companies
have become more competitive
and global firms are looking at
India as an alternative production
base. The recent increase in
investment suggests that some of
these changes are beginning to
translate into actual economic
activity. 

A large factory can create
thousands of jobs. But the bigger
impact comes when it also creates
demand for hundreds of smaller
suppliers, transport operators,
technicians, designers and service
providers. A successful
manufacturing ecosystem can
generate opportunities well
beyond the factory gate. 

India does not have a growth
problem in the conventional
sense. It has a conversion
problem: converting growth into
productive employment,
investment into wider industrial
capacity, and India’s large
domestic market into globally
competitive businesses. In this
context, the 7.8 per cent growth
rate gives us reason for
confidence. The relatively modest
change in manufacturing’s share
and the continuing challenge of
youth employment tell us that
there is still considerable ground
to cover. That is not a pessimistic
conclusion. In fact, it is an
opportunity. The next
achievement would be to ensure
that this growth changes the lives
of a much larger number of people
— not only through higher
incomes, but through better jobs,
more productive firms and
greater economic mobility.

The writer is with NCAER, New Delhi. Views
are personal

Growth gains must widen

Saurabh Bandyopadhyay

NEEDED. More productive jobs

Should lead to better jobs, more productive firms 

September 10, 2006

Anil Ambani plans to invest ₹12,000 cr in TN
The Anil Dhirubai Ambani Group plans to invest over ₹12,000 crore through
two projects in Tamil Nadu – a ₹10,000-crore multi-product Special Economic
Zone and a ₹2,000-crore information technology park and convention centre. 

‘CST phaseout timeline di�cult’
The Finance Minister, Mr P. Chidambaram, has said that it would be di�cult to
put a timeline on when the Central Sales Tax (CST) phaseout would start even
as he exuded confidence that the Centre and the States would be able to
surmount the “knotty” issues. Annual CST collections during 2005-06 stood at
₹18,000 crore, which was collected and retained entirely by the States. 

Futures trading: After potato, it’s pineapple and tomato
West Bengal State Marketing Board – the State APMC authority – is planning to
rope in Multi Commodity Exchange (MCX) to introduce electronic spot as well
as futures trading on perishable agri-horticulture commodities such as
pineapple and tomato. The lack of proper marketing facilities often come in
the way of the farmer to secure a remunerative price for both the
commodities.

thehindubusinessline.

TWENTY YEARS AGO TODAY.

ACROSS

1. Censure, rebuke (7)

5. A brimless cap (5)

8. Failure to look after (7)

9. Privately-issued coin (5)

10. Try to clear stained

reputation (9)

12. Expected (3)

13. Player of bagpipes (5)

17. Container (3)

19. Shedding leaves in

Autumn (9)

21. Bend (5)

22. Operator of 

aircraft (7)

24. Sugary (5)

25. Polite behaviour (7)

DOWN

1. Fame (6)

2. Keeping prices fixed (7)

3. Be indebted (3)

4. A crowd player (5)

5. Slaughtered, as for food (9)

6. Inclined, as seats in 

auditorium (5)

7. Mender of pans, kettles etc (6)

11. Advisable, suitable (9)

14. Vow (7)

15. Framework on which 

ship is built (6)

16. Fix amount of (tax) (6)

18. Flat-bottomed craft (5)

20. An amulet (5)

23. Ladder in tights (3)

ACROSS

1. Tell one o� for making salesman turn over (7)

5. Cap that may be re-entered in a wager (5)

8. Gentle chorus-leader su�ering from lack of 

attention (7)

9. It is all right, within a number, to serve as a symbol (5)

10. He was with the makeover as a cover-up job (9)

12. It is owing to a piece for two not being completed (3)

13. Found a musician parking in the jetty (5)

17. Bath to put by if one's somewhat fat (3)

19. CID used Open University to show it will be 

dropping leaves (9)

21. The rounded part will make one better when 

about five (5)

22. Flight operator may lie, rain a�ecting it (7)

24. In the street there's a little Scottish pudding (5)

25. The Navy means to change one's good behaviour (7)

DOWN

1. Fame the last three children will confess to achieving (6)

2. Is quietly inciting one to be scoring at cribbage (7)

3. To be in debt is to have nothing, you and I conclude (3)

4. Something more that's taken out of context rather (5)

5. Having slain the red cub as it turned (9)

6. Is inclined to have worked in the garden (5)

7. Having no hydrogen, contemplative person becomes a

pot-mender (6)

11. It is advisable to have a contrivance such as this (9)

14. Swear one will have half a mind to put it in writing (7)

15. Has in store something that was designed for

punishment (6)

16. Estimate the value of donkeys to leading stockman (6)

18. Push one's way through to a canal-boat (5)

20. A spell one may find hanging from a bracelet (5)

23. Be fast, unless it's a colour that will do so (3)

EASY

ACROSS 1. Gross 4. Harvest 8. Otter 9. Mishear 10. Nap 11. Kilometre 12. Cane 13. Shoo 18. Neolithic 20. Nun 21. Raisins 22. Refer 23. Limpets 24. Solid

DOWN 1. Ground control 2. Outspan 3. Strike 4. Humble 5. Resume 6. Evert 7. Three-cornered 14. Handful 15. Divine 16. Chests 17. Scores 19. Opium
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NOT SO EASY

A
deal between Alphabet Inc.’s
Google and Nordic utility
Fortum Oyj, the first such

agreement of its kind in Europe, will
help unlock €1 billion of investment
needed to keep a nuclear power plant in
Finland running for decades to come.

As part of a €13 billion investment
plan on artificial intelligence
infrastructure in Finland, Google
agreed to buy as much as 50 per cent of
the capacity from the Loviisa nuclear
power plant, guaranteeing it stays
online to 2050. It’s the latest in a series
of moves by tech companies turning to
nuclear power to secure low-carbon,
round-the-clock electricity for their
growing fleets of data centres.

“The attraction is that they they can
secure clean, reliable, a�ordable power
because they have big and long-term
power needs,” Fortum’s CEO Markus
Rauramo said in an interview. 

Nuclear power is in the early stages
of a potential renaissance as rising
electricity demand and climate policies
revive interest in the technology after
decades of limited investment in new
reactors in Europe and the US. The US
government is loaning billions of
dollars to companies seeking to restart
shuttered plants, including one in Iowa
that plans to sell electricity to Google.

The Finland deal will ensure that the
Loviisa plant keeps operating beyond
2030, the companies said in a
statement. Fortum has a licence to
operate the plant until 2050, but will

need to make about €1 billion of
investments over the years to keep it
running. Those decisions would
otherwise have been made year by year,
but the long-term deal with Google
ensures Loviisa will keep running
through the end of its operating
licence. The agreement could serve as a

blueprint for similar deals to extend
the life of ageing nuclear plants
elsewhere in Europe. Keeping existing
nuclear plants online or restarting
shuttered ones are among the fastest
ways to maintain or increase nuclear
power on the grid. Building new
reactors is another option, but projects
can take years and have often run
behind schedule and over budget.

Still, Google and Fortum are also
looking to expand nuclear capacity. The
companies signed an MoU to develop
new nuclear and renewable power,
along with other services. “The needs
potentially are so big,” Rauramo said.
“We have concluded already some time
ago that new nuclear would have a role
because there’s just so much energy
that will be needed.” BLOOMBERG

To power data centres, Google to invest in Nordic nuke plant
William Mathis

GOOGLE AID. Fortum’s nuclear power
plant in Loviisa, Finland REUTERS

I
ndia’s capital markets are deeper,
more technology-driven and
more closely integrated with the
economy than they were a
decade ago. Their infrastructure

depends on speed, resilience,
sophisticated surveillance and investor
confidence.

Yet the regulatory framework for
leading a market infrastructure
institution (MII) remains rigid: its
Managing Director and Chief Executive
O�cer cannot continue beyond 65.

A more proportionate approach
would make 65 the normal retirement
age while permitting continuation up to
70, subject to enhanced governance
assessment, performance review,
succession planning and prior
regulatory approval. This would
preserve age as an important review
point without treating it as an automatic
disqualification.

The issue is not about any particular
MII or its MD and CEO. It is whether the
regulatory framework should recognise
that, in an MII, experience can itself be
an institutional asset.

MIIs provide critical financial
infrastructure. They support capital
formation, price discovery and liquidity,
while their systems a�ect listed
companies, investors, intermediaries
and the wider financial ecosystem. The
MD and CEO therefore requires a
distinctive combination of
capital-market knowledge, regulatory
sensitivity, technological
understanding, risk-management
ability, crisis-handling skills and
stakeholder credibility.

Much of this capability develops
through exposure to market cycles,
financial disruptions, regulatory
changes and technological
transformation. In capital markets,
experience does not necessarily
depreciate with age. At times, it
compounds.

This is not an argument against
younger leadership. It is an argument
against treating chronological age as an
adequate proxy for competence or
fitness.

Under the present regulatory
framework, the MD and CEO of an MII
requires prior regulatory approval and is
subject to defined tenure limits. The
regulations permit a maximum of two
five-year terms, subject to a maximum
age of 65. These safeguards are
important. But once performance,
integrity, fitness and regulatory
suitability are assessed, should age alone
remain an absolute prohibition?

The Companies Act, 2013 provides an
instructive direction. It sets a general
ceiling of 70 for a managing director,
whole-time director or manager, while
permitting continuation beyond that
age through a special resolution and
appropriate disclosure. The principle is
relevant: age can trigger enhanced

evaluation without necessarily
determining the outcome. MIIs, after all,
are incorporated companies.

THE OTHER FRAMEWORKS

The regulatory framework itself o�ers
an interesting comparison. While the
MD and CEO of an MII faces a maximum
age of 65, a Public Interest Director on a
recognised stock exchange or clearing
corporation can be nominated up to 75,
subject to applicable requirements.

The roles are di�erent and their age
limits need not be identical. Yet the
comparison raises a legitimate question:
if a person can continue to discharge
public-interest and fiduciary
responsibilities on the governing board
of an MII until 75, should an otherwise
fit and e�ective MD and CEO
necessarily become ineligible at 65?

The RBI provides another
comparison. It permits an MD and CEO
or Whole-time Director of a
private-sector bank to continue up to 70,
while the bank’s Board may prescribe a
lower retirement age. The framework
also emphasises tenure, performance
review and succession planning.

The proposed Securities Market Code
provides for 65 for whole-time positions
and 70 for part-time positions. A
five-year di�erential between full-time
and part-time positions is thus a familiar
regulatory approach. There is a case for
considering whether a similar

architecture could apply to MIIs — 70
for the executive head and 75 for
non-executive directors.

The point is not that age limits should
be uniform. It is that age need not be
treated as an inflexible proxy for
suitability.

Internationally, there is generally no
comparable regulatory age ceiling for
the professional heads of MIIs. The
broader direction of travel suggests that
regulation need not discard experienced
leadership merely because of an
arbitrary age threshold.

CONTINUITY VERSUS RENEWAL

There is also a sound governance
rationale for distinguishing executive
and non-executive roles. An executive
position involves continuous
operational responsibility, sustained
intensity and day-to-day management. A
non-executive role is primarily one of
oversight, deliberation and governance
and can therefore be performed
e�ectively for somewhat longer.

Regulation should not discard
accumulated talent, experience and
institutional wisdom merely because a
person crosses a particular age. Age may
be relevant to fitness and succession
planning, but it is no substitute for
competence, integrity, energy and
performance.

The answer is not to favour older
candidates. Let old and new compete. If
a younger candidate is better, let that
candidate win. If an older candidate is
better, why debar that candidate merely
because of age? Give the MII the widest
pool of talent and let the best person
win. That would be a win-win for the
candidate, the institution and the
market.

Private-sector banks and MIIs are not

identical, but both are critical financial
institutions. If 70 is compatible with
sound governance for the chief
executive of a highly regulated private
bank, it is reasonable to ask whether a
blanket 65-year ceiling for the head of an
MII remains justified.

At the same time, technological
change cannot be ignored. Artificial
intelligence, algorithmic trading,
cybersecurity, data analytics and
changing investor behaviour require
adaptability and fresh thinking. No
institution should depend indefinitely
on one individual. Leadership renewal
and succession planning are essential.

But renewal does not require
automatic exclusion. An institution
should develop its next generation of
leaders while retaining the ability to
benefit from an exceptional incumbent
where continuity serves the market’s
interests.

The more balanced solution may
therefore be to retain 65 as the normal
retirement age while permitting
continuation up to 70 in exceptional
cases.

Any extension could require: a fresh
assessment by the Nomination and
Remuneration Committee; a specific
Board recommendation; continuing
satisfaction of fit-and-proper
requirements; demonstrated
performance, competence and fitness; a
credible succession plan; and prior
regulatory approval.

The extension should be for a defined
period and create no automatic right to
continue. Such a framework would make
65 a point of heightened accountability
rather than automatic retirement.

The writer is former President of the Institute of
Company Secretaries of India

Age shouldn’t
restrict an MII
chief ’s tenure

Regulation should not
discard accumulated
talent, experience and
institutional wisdom 
merely because a person
crosses a particular age

RETHINK. The MD and CEO of a market infrastructure
institution may merit a more nuanced age framework.
Competence and experience must be weighed in

SN ANANTHASUBRAMANIAN
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Mounting cost of a stalemate

The benchmark Brent crude-oil prices have been hovering around $100 per 

barrel for the past few days owing to renewed tensions in West Asia and the con-

tinued exchange of fire between the United States (US) and Iranian allies. The US 

reported destroying five Iranian tankers on Tuesday, saying it was a response to 

Iranian attacks on US assets in the region. Meanwhile, Iran-backed Houthi rebels 

in Yemen have carried out attacks in Saudi Arabia. The Houthis intend to target 

Saudi oil exports. They are also fighting their government, which is backed by 

Saudi Arabia. An escalation could further destabilise the region, impacting 

global energy markets. 

Oil prices have been extremely volatile since the conflict between Iran and the 

US began at the end of February. The blockades imposed by both sides in the Strait 

of Hormuz, a critical route for crude-oil supply, have roiled global energy markets. 

Brent crude-oil prices were $70-75 per barrel in the second half of February. The war 

pushed prices above $100 in March, and they remained elevated till the June cease-

fire. But the ceasefire quickly unravelled, pushing oil prices higher. The flow of oil 

from the Strait of Hormuz, which facilitated about one-fifth of the global crude-oil 

movement before the war, has again been reported to have declined substantially 

over the past few days. The US is aiming to increase the economic cost of war for 

Iran by preventing it from selling oil, which went mainly to China. It is uncertain 

whether a higher economic cost will force Iran to agree to US terms. 

Notably, the cost of war is not limited to Iran. Higher energy prices are affecting 

the whole world, including US consumers and businesses. The inflation rate in the 

US has been running above the central bank’s target for years and higher energy 

prices will further complicate things. A section of the market expects the US central 

bank to raise interest rates, which will have its own set of implications. Sustained 

higher oil prices complicate macroeconomic management for a country like India, 

which depends on imports for most of its requirements. Although the situation has 

been managed well so far, and the first-quarter national accounts data showed that 

the Indian economy expanded by 7.8 per cent, pressure was on the external accounts 

despite robust export performance. Expecting the pressure to continue, the Reserve 

Bank of India (RBI) announced a concessional swap scheme in June to attract for-

eign capital flows, including deposits from non-resident Indians. The response has 

been encouraging and will help the RBI manage the external account in the near 

term. However, the underlying problem of a potentially wider current-account defi-

cit and pressure on capital flows will remain, given elevated oil prices and uncertain 

global economic conditions. 

The inflation rate in India is expected to increase in the coming quarters, and 

even a partial pass-through of higher energy prices will push it further, requiring 

monetary tightening. Gas prices, for instance, were increased recently. As this news-

paper reported this week, oil-marketing companies (OMCs) are incurring underre-

coveries on the sale of both petrol and diesel, and it’s not clear how they will be 

compensated. Indian Oil Corporation, for instance, posted losses worth over ~1,100 

crore in the June quarter. OMCs may not be able to absorb losses for an extended 

period. The Budget outgo on subsidies has also shown a sharp increase in the first 

four months this financial year and poses challenges to fiscal management. Thus, 

with no clarity on how long the renewed conflict will last, India will again need to 

prepare to deal with the fallout.

A dose of innovation

A top executive of Swiss pharmaceutical major Novartis, Judith Love, has under-

scored the importance of an ecosystem that’s conducive to innovation in India. In 

an interview to this newspaper this week, Ms Love cited regulatory data protection 

(RDP) and strong intellectual property (IP) rules as the pathway for India to establish 

itself as a cutting-edge research destination while attracting global investment in 

the pharma space. For investment to scale up, speedy reforms have to be brought 

in, she pointed out. Recently, Kiran Mazumdar-Shaw, founder and chairperson of 

Biocon, too, highlighted the need for reforms that allow early-stage biotech com-

panies to access public markets. 

Focusing on related issues, Union Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush 

Goyal, in an address on Sunday, reiterated the importance of resilience so that India 

could draw higher investment for research & development (R&D) as well as clinical 

trials. Mr Goyal said that India’s drug industry could not just rest its case with gen-

erics and that it must focus on more R&D and patent its own products. Such a mess-

age cannot be ignored as India has largely remained a country of generic medicines, 

rather than harnessing its research potential in the pharma sector. The narrative of 

innovation-led original drugs versus generics is not new, but it’s a timely reminder 

for the industry as well as policymakers to thrash out issues to push India up in the 

global pecking order. At the centre of it all is the way forward on introducing RDP, 

a mechanism that would prevent generic drugmakers from relying on data on clini-

cal trials and safety submitted by innovators for a fixed period after a medicine is 

approved in India. While research-based multinational companies are batting for 

a 10-year protection period starting from the date a drug receives marketing appro-

val in India, domestic generic drugmakers are pushing back, saying that an RDP 

regime could delay the entry of low-cost medicines while raising prices overall. 

Even as the government is engaged in talks with the industry to find a balance 

between the two sides and break the deadlock over RDP, there are other issues at 

play as well — for instance, the lack of a level playing field. This is because the first 

company to seek approval for a new drug has to spend on local clinical trials and 

the late entrants can secure the regulatory nod for the same drug at a much lower 

cost by skipping clinical trials and submitting basic chemical and bioequivalence 

data. Besides stakeholders’ views on complex RDP and patent rules, India is also 

guided by international trade agreements. In a recent explainer on the India-Euro-

pean Union deal, the government said that the IP chapter did not restrict India’s 

right to grant compulsory licensing for public health. According to the World Intel-

lectual Property Organization’s Global Innovation Index, India ranked 34th in the 

latest edition, while being called a leading “generics pharmacy to the world’’. For 

India to go up the innovation ladder, the Centre, the states and industry stake-

holders have to work together for a future that’s grounded on research and inno-

vation. There have been demands for research-development funds as well as 

R&D-linked waivers and tax benefits.  It’s time to look at all the options compre-

hensively.  And, it’s critical for the country to maintain focus on medicine afforda-

bility and their reach to the masses.

Pharma sector needs a supportive environment

India must again prepare for higher oil prices

Among the large Indian states, Karnataka has experi-
enced the most impressive growth performance. From 
being a state with below-average per capita net state 
domestic product (NSDP) in the 1960s, it has risen to 
have the second-highest per capita NSDP. At ~3.81 lakh, 
it was second only to Telangana (~ 3.87 lakh) in 2024-25. 

The estimate of gross state domestic product 
(GSDP) for 2025-26 is reported to be ₹32.81 trillion, 
which, in per capita terms, amounts to ₹4.78 lakh, or 
$5,030, almost 85 per cent higher than the national 
average. Over 66 per cent of the income originates in 
the services sector.  Almost 40 per cent of the income 
is generated in Bengaluru (urban) district 
alone, and not surprisingly, there is a talk 
about creating another Bengaluru to 
diversify economic activities and keep up 
the growth momentum. 

The important question is the role of 
the state in the making of Bengaluru as it is 
today. Over the years, the city has become 
an engine of dynamism, with some of the 
most distinguished industries and institu-
tions, and the largest pool of scientific and 
technical personnel. Beginning with the 
tripartite agreement between the Maharaja 
of Mysore, Jamsetji Tata and the Govern-
ment of India to establish the Indian Insti-
tute of Science in 1909, the city has 
developed a large pool of scientific, technological, and 
management institutions, creating an excellent eco-
system for knowledge-based industries. 

There are 150 engineering colleges and more than 
25 medical colleges, with students from all over the 
country. With the ecosystem attracting the brightest 
technology professionals and new-age professional 
entrepreneurs, Bengaluru has become a natural 
choice for leading the boom in information technol-
ogy (IT) and IT-enabled services. 

There are also other factors — multilingual, cosmo-
politan population, salubrious weather, and responsive 
governance — that have made Bengaluru what it is 
today. Of course, the Union government located impor-

tant defence and space institutions and industries, and 
the state government has helped foster the business cli-
mate. However, their role, particularly in recent years, 
has been more reactive to emerging problems, and 
much of the credit for the fast growth of modern knowl-
edge-based industry goes to private initiative and enter-
prise. There are serious questions about the ability to 
create a parallel growth centre, as the recent resistance 
to the initiative by the chief minister to convert Bidadi, 
a place in Ramanagara district just 32 km away from 
Bengaluru, into an industrial cluster has shown. 

Much of the prosperity in Karnataka owes to Ben-
galuru and the two coastal districts of 
Dakshina Kannada and Udupi, while the 
entire northern Karnataka suffers from 
serious backwardness. This diversity in 
development is due only partly to differ-
ences in natural resources or infrastruc-
ture; it is largely due to the nature and 
quality of institutions. 

The 1956 reconstitution of the state 
included the Kannada-speaking areas 
under the Nizam of Hyderabad, Bombay 
Presidency, parts of the Madras Presi-
dency, and the independent region of 
Coorg, with areas covered by Mysore Roy-
alty.  The Hyderabad-Karnataka and the 
Bombay-Karnataka regions had a pre-

dominantly exploitative Jagirdari system and the 
regions have continued to suffer from backwardness.  
In contrast, the district of South Kanara under the 
Madras Presidency was included in Karnataka and was 
bifurcated into Dakshina Kannada and Udupi in 1997. 

The average per capita NSDP in the two districts 
in 2022-23 was close to ~4.5 lakh, and annual growth 
was higher than 7 per cent over the period, 2005-
2022.  The social indicators in the two districts are as 
good as those in developed countries. The estimated 
population in the two districts is more than 3.3 mil-
lion.  This region has the potential to expand its 
economic footprint in the state and can effectively 
become a growth centre.  

The spectacular development experience of the 
region also shows the importance of institutions. As 
part of the Madras Presidency, the erstwhile district of 
South Kanara, which is located on the west coast and 
was ruled by the colonial masters on the east coast, 700 
km away, and is not resource rich, hardly received 
much attention.  Being on the periphery, the people 
had to depend upon their own initiative and enterprise.  

According to the 1901 Census, the district had a 
Brahmin population of 10 per cent.  The pervasiveness 
of temple culture and training in culinary skill com-
bined with high population density provided an 
incentive to a large number of the skilled to migrate to 
different parts of the country to start Udupi restaur-
ants (Tumbe, Chinmay, India Moving: A History of 
Migration). The focus on education helped to improve 
the human capital. The first self-financing private 
medical college in the country came up in Manipal, a 
small hilly area on the outskirts of Udupi.   

The fascinating journey of the district as a cradle 
of banking started in 1906, when two prominent 
banks, Corporation Bank and Canara Bank, followed 
by Syndicate Bank and Vijaya Bank in 1926, were 
established — all within a radius of 50 km in and 
around Mangaluru and Udupi. In his inaugurating 
address to the Bank Economists’ conference in 1981, 
I G Patel, who was then the governor of the Reserve 
Bank of India, stated, “For anyone connected with 
banking, this one district of South Kanara is like a 
banking country where one comes on a pilgrimage 
to see what has been done”.  There were more than 
20 banks in the mid-1960s and four of them were big 
enough to be nationalised.   

These prospered even in a region where there were 
no big businesses by adopting innovative banking 
practices, financial inclusion by nudging people, par-
ticularly the women to save, and collecting their small 
savings through door-to-door banking. Initiatives such 
as the “Pigmy deposit” scheme contributed to financial 
inclusion. To keep the cost of running the business low, 
some banks employed young girls after their matricu-
lation and this proved to be a major motivation for girls’ 
education, an increase in the age of marriage, demo-
graphic change, and women’s empowerment. 

A column is not enough to narrate the interesting 
economic and social development of the region in 
which women’s empowerment was a key feature. In 
the period from the 1950s to the 1970s, the thriving 
beedi industry provided employment to many 
women, which helped to supplement their incomes 
from farm labour. In more recent times, many families 
supplement their incomes from cultivating jasmine 
flowers in their backyards. Fr Basil Salvadore Peris, a  
parish priest, brought the first sapling of the flower in 
1934, which has spread to many parts of the two dis-
tricts.  This Geographical Indication-tagged flower is 
in high demand and cherished by the local commu-
nity. It is marketed not only across the region but also 
to places far away and provides attractive supplemen-
tary incomes to many households. 

Thanks to good-quality technical education, the 
region has attracted investments in IT and services as 
well. Its pristine beaches have also contributed to the 
considerable development of beach tourism. Unlike in 
other cities, people have a high level of awareness and 
civic sense.  Manipal continues to be a hub of technical 
and medical education.  As for the role of  the govern-
ment, the most important thing it has done is not to 
obstruct progress in the region, which has vast poten-
tial waiting to be exploited.  
vvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvvv 
The writer is former director, NIPFP, and  
member, Fourteenth Finance Commission.  
The views are personal 

Freebie frenzy vs women’s empowerment
On the face of it, India’s women, specifically those in 
and around the poverty line, have never had it so good. 
For the past several years, a growing number of politi-
cal parties appear to have discovered them as a poten-
tially lucrative element of the electoral process. In 
North India, Nitish Kumar, as Bihar’s chief minister, 
leveraged this understanding to useful effect with the 
imposition in the state of prohibition in 2016. But in 
electoral contests that have come to be increasingly 
defined by giveaways in general, it was the five Assem-
bly elections in early 2026 that saw parties 
compete in right earnest for women-tar-
geted welfare schemes. No doubt, 
women beneficiaries of cash handouts —
with promises of more munificence were 
they to vote the benefactors concerned —
have enjoyed the unexpected bonanzas. 

But a direct correlation between 
women welfare schemes and poll results 
is unclear. Apart from Bihar, where there 
appears to be a strong link between 
women-focused policies and electoral 
outcomes, most notably in the 2015 polls, 
results elsewhere have been patchy. The 
Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam, for 
instance, lavished money and freebies on the state’s 
women voters, but that could not help it against the 
star-power of a party started by an actor and political 
novice. The message, then, is clear: Women enjoy 
handouts as much as the next person but their votes 
depend on meaningful political programmes. 

This, in fact, should be the real test of the freebie 
frenzy. Can these handouts sustainably and realisti-
cally transform the lives of women for the better or do 
they amount to a cynical temporary exploitation of a 
vulnerable section of the electorate? Overall, it is dif-
ficult to establish a pattern. In West Bengal, for 
instance, Mamata Banerjee’s Lakshmir Bhandar 

scheme for women from economically weaker sec-
tions was considered a reason for her party’s strong 
showing in rural areas. But this stands in stark 
contrast to her startling indifference to violence 
against women and outright hostility to victims of 
sexual assault. That, as much as her erratic govern-
ance in almost every sphere, played a major part in 
precipitating her defeat to the Bharatiya Janata Party. 

The fact is that, though targeted freebies have 
emerged as the primary engine for women’s 

empowerment, they have little impact in 
terms of altering the status of women. In 
Tamil Nadu, women are better educated, 
more financially independent and enjoy 
stronger rights relative to their sisters, say, 
in Uttar Pradesh or pretty much any-
where in northern India. But that is less 
the result of targeted freebies than of the 
universal social justice delivery model 
followed by the two major political parties 
that ruled the state till recently. It is no 
surprise that Tamil Nadu can boast the 
highest proportion of women factory 
workers among Indian states. 

In Bihar, studies suggest that prohib-
ition has resulted in a sharp reduction in domestic 
violence and crimes against women. Women have also 
appreciated the savings on liquor and consequent 
expansion of household budgets available to finance 
their children’s education and so on. Interestingly, this 
decrease is not reflected in dowry deaths — quite the 
reverse, with dowry deaths actually rising in the period 
after 2016. This suggests that women remain trapped 
in the paradigm where society views them as units of 
opportunistic economic exploitation rather than 
human beings in their own right. 

Alternatively, women are still expected to fulfil 
social roles prescribed by society. Andhra Pradesh 

Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu, for instance, 
may be well-versed in the benefits of IT and technol-
ogy. But his alarm over his state’s falling birth rate and 
its ramifications for fiscal transfers has produced a 
policy that must surely rank among the most retro-
grade in recent years. In May this year, he announced 
one-time cash incentives of ~30,000 for a third child 
and ~40,000 for a fourth child. The policy is by no 
means coercive, but incentives typically add an 
element of compulsion. Put simply, where a falling 
birth rate should be seen as a progressive sign of 
women’s empowerment, Mr Naidu’s announcement 
has the effect — perhaps unintended — of narrowing 
a woman’s gender role to childbearing. 

That perhaps explains why in the current political 
milieu the female labour force participation rate 
hovers at 35 per cent — though, ironically, this statistic 
is celebrated as progress over the low of 23 per cent in 
2017-18. But even this number is problematic, mostly 
because the bulk of this employment is unpaid family 
work or small self-employed roles rather than regular 
salaried jobs that create a modicum of financial inde-
pendence. Women who work, especially at the lower 
end of the economic scale, mostly do so out of finan-
cial compulsion. As yet, only a minuscule proportion 
of India’s women has the luxury (or suicient educa-
tion) to think in terms of career choices. 

So freebies, whether in the form of cash, gold, lap-
tops and bicycles, may offer the same sort of tempor-
ary relief as, say, an aspirin does for a headache. But 
they can never be a replacement for an unremitting 
focus on the things that really matter for women to 
progress — education, health, safety, access to oppor-
tunity and so on. Achieving this demands unglamor-
ous hard work below the radar rather than grand 
gestures — from offering cash subsidies to reserving 
seats for women in Parliament. India’s women deserve 
better from the political class.

In contemporary India, a rumour can 
travel through social media and messag-
ing platforms faster than one can say 
“fact check”, and the advent of artificial 
intelligence (AI) means that even the 
most discerning viewer can fall prey to 
fake information. In these circum-
stances, figuring out a way towards a 
more digitally-literate citizenry and 
building a framework of checks and 

feedback to limit the spread of misin-
formation assumes critical importance.  

Saadia Azim’s Forwarded as Received  
tackles this problem head on. In the 
Author’s Note at the start, Ms Azim 
writes: “The way forward will not come 
through censorship or control, but 
through the slow, diicult work of 
rebuilding trust — creating digital 
spaces where dignity is the rule, not the 
exception and where citizens reclaim 
their right to truth and conversation”.  

Through this proclamation, she also 
brings us back to the original promise of 
the Internet: A space that promised free-
dom to individuals, a space to share 
meaningful dialogue that might not 
have been possible in a physical capac-
ity, and most crucially, a space to share 
and spread information at a speed 

higher than anything mankind had ever 
known before.  

Ms Azim, through her detailed retell-
ings of various murders in contempor-
ary India that took place directly as a 
result of fake news (one of the most 
famous examples being the lynching of 
Mohammad Akhlaq in Uttar Pradesh in 
2015) shows how “ancient brutality has 
become a viral impulse fuelled by misin-
formation, anonymity and misplaced 
social trust”. She also points out that 
there is a complete “absence of collective 
remorse”, making the case for the spread 
of disinformation a policy issue.  

Apart from crimes that explicitly took 
place because of fake news, the book also 
scrutinises those where misinformation 
and disinformation ran rampant after-
wards, as a result of social media plat-

forms prioritising content that 
creates and echoes outrage. 
Ms Azim then presents a psy-
chological study of those for-
warding and amplifying such 
content — how the act of “for-
warding as received” seems to 
absolve any kind of account-
ability in their minds, despite 
the very act coming from a 
sense of civic responsibility. 
She calls for a more inten-
tional approach towards con-
suming and engaging with 
news, one that allows for 
space to fact check even on an 
individual level.  

Coming to the topic of fact-
checking: Ms Azim points out 
in several places that the 
speed of verifying and 
debunking news, whether by the state or 
by independent actors, is rarely at the 
same speed and spread as the original 

viral content. To counter this, 
she proposes a robust “pre-
bunking” mechanism, which 
refers to proactively warning 
people about misinformation 
and false claims online. She 
also calls for a robust feedback 
mechanism from the social 
media platforms themselves, 
urging them and lawmakers to 
ensure that there is enough 
human intervention to weed 
out posts spreading disin-
formation as well as those tar-
geting individuals, 
communities, religions, and 
castes, especially in a country 
as diverse as India.  

The book tends to get 
repetitive at points, with Ms 
Azim going through the same 

problems and solutions after every few 
chapters. It works more like a textbook, 
where constant exposure to the material 

strengthens one’s memory and under-
standing of it — but for someone not 
seeking to utilise the book in an aca-
demic capacity, it might not work as well 
as a reading experience. 

Another criticism of the book could be 
levelled at how, after a point, its extensive 
detailing of the crimes and incidents that 
took place as a result of fake news and/or 
polarised narratives online feels more like 
a monograph than a work of narrative 
non-fiction. It almost feels like the author 
is focusing more on making sure that no 
event is left out, rather than ensuring that 
all of it comes together in a coherent 
fashion for the reader’s understanding. 

Regardless of its shortcomings, For-
warded as Received joins the expanding 
list of compelling non-fiction accounts 
published in the last few years of how 
India lives online, and what we can do — 
as citizens, journalists, and policy-
makers — to make it a more dignified 
and inclusive space.

Countering disinformation

B
volume xxxiii number 125
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Banks, beaches, and 
rapid growth 

illustration: binay sinha

The economic and social development of Coastal Karnataka 
shows what can be achieved when government creates 
space for private enterprise
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SIDNEY HOOK

Students rarely disappoint teachers who assure
them in advance that they are doomed to failure

A thought for today

A
t last count, over 160 countries had satellite broadband services.
India isn’t one of  them, and not for want of  capability. But 
the good news is that we’ve crossed a major hurdle for their

launch. Digital Communications Commission – highest decision-
making body in Department of  Telecommunications – has approved
pricing of  satellite spectrum. Recall that two years ago, Starlink’s
plans were stymied by Indian telcos’ demand for an auction of  satellite
spectrum. They argued that since they had paid a premium for
spectrum, Starlink couldn’t come in for free. But that ran counter to
global norms, so it was decided to allocate spectrum administratively.
However, the question of  pricing was left hanging. Now, it’s been
settled – satcom firms will pay 5% of  their adjusted gross revenue 
as spectrum fee, less if  they serve remote areas.

Is it an all-clear? No, the proposal needs
to be signed off, and satcom firms also need
security clearance. Hopefully, those won’t
take many months. And decision-makers
should move fast because much is at 
stake here. Last year, GOI said more than
10 satellite operators had applied for 
authorisation to provide satcom services.
It also said the size of  India’s satcom 
market could grow to almost $15bn by 2033.
The use case for these services is clear.

Over 38,000 Indian villages are classified as remote and hard to
reach. Many of  them don’t have cellular connections. Satcom 
services can bring those villages online reliably. They can also
fulfil military needs in inaccessible places.

Two years ago, satcom services were pretty much a Starlink 
monopoly. They still are globally, but as ET reported Tuesday, Jio
intends to start building its 1,600-satellite low-earth constellation
from Sept 2027. It will start with a test launch, scale up to more 
than 400 satellites by 2030, and complete the constellation by 2035.
That would be much smaller than Starlink’s constellation, but 
enough to overcome concerns of  dependence on foreign operators
in critical services. Besides, Bharti Space also has a stake in the
smaller Eutelsat OneWeb constellation. And with Indian startups
getting into satellite launch operations, prospects of  a satcom 
revolution in India look bright.

Sky Call
Satellite spectrum pricing removes hurdle for satcom

services. Now, speed up other clearances

If  Kazo had a mobile phone of  his own, a lot would change 
between us. He probably wouldn’t wag his tail if  I came by, being
deeply absorbed in the phone. He wouldn’t perhaps even lift
his head if  I called out his name, or spoke words that are words
of  affection. And when I stroke his head and furry neck, clean
his eyes with my hands, or brush his hair – things that are 

part of  our daily routine – he would perhaps want to get to his phone.
Our walks together would become a casualty. He wouldn’t be so eager to 

go out as he usually is. Instead, he would sit in one place for hours, then go 
and sit somewhere else. Even if  he did still go out for walks in the back lane,
it would be different. Today Kazo avoids stepping on slugs and snails. He 
also jumps aside quickly when he finds something dirty, like poo. But if  he 
was walking while looking at his phone, he would be sure to crush the little

creatures, just like so many people do. And he would be as sure to
walk right into dog poo, repeatedly. Afterwards he would blame
everyone except himself.

What would then happen to our games? Perhaps he would find
games like hide and seek, or throw and fetch, silly and unexciting, as

he got busy getting hooked to Temple Run and Candy Crush. He would no longer
bring a soft toy from his formidable collection, challenging me to take it away
from him, which always leads to a deadly contest between us.

Our game after dinner would suffer too – he probably wouldn’t even leave
his room to come out and dine with us. If  at all he did, it would be briefly, to 
hurriedly consume his dinner – and without demanding his usual extra 
curd – so that he could return to the phone without wasting much time.
And when I work on the laptop at night, he would no longer lie down next 
to me and go to sleep.

Probably his love for the outdoors will diminish too. He wouldn’t love 
the damp grass so much. He would avoid going for a roll in it. Late at
night, especially in winter when everything is so still, he wouldn’t join me
in looking at the sky, wondering what this is all about, how we came to be
together, and to be so happy.

If Kazo had a mobile

Anupam Srivastava

The world around him would fade away. As 
would our walks, games, companionship 

They used to say education
was the great escape – a
way to jump class. It still
is. Except that the jump
has become harder and
harder. What is Satya

Niketan? A small enclave in South Delhi,
surrounded by ultra-posh colonies.
Cramped, squeezed buildings in tiny
plots, growing like weeds. Many of  
these buildings house students, who
rent tiny rooms, while enduring a 
multi-year ordeal of  preparing for
college, entrance exams, or perhaps
both. It’s the perfect metaphor 
for the Indian student, squeezed 
in tight, as there are just way too
many students, and way fewer 
good opportunities.

The colony also houses various
businesses serving the student 
economy – catering services, 
photocopy shops, countless tea stalls,
paying guest (PG) accommodation
operators, and, of  course, coaching
centres. It’s this availability of  
student-related goods and services,
the student ecosystem, so to speak,
that eventually makes student
ghettos like Satya Niketan thrive. 
It may be cramped, but whatever 
a student needs to prepare is all 
there within walking distance. It
might resemble a slum, but it is at least
an education-themed slum.

Students come and go; some win and
some (most) lose at the entrance exams.
These goods and service providers 
remain constant. For, no matter what
happens to any student, these student-
economy businesses always make money.
And higher the student desperation, 
more the money to be made.

It’s in this ecosystem that businesses
cut corners, ignore quality, and bend 
rules – simply because they can. For,
what can a helpless student do anyway?
An illegally constructed guesthouse with

no fire safety? It will still get rented. Illegal
floors added on an 80-square-yard plot?
No issues. If  there is a room, a student
will take it. Live electrical cables hanging
all around the building? Doesn’t matter,
as long as the rent is affordable, and a 
student gets a bed to sleep on.

Life in Satya Niketan is not like 
what they show in Bollywood movies.
From Bihar to Kashmir to Assam to
Chhattisgarh, young students come to
places like Satya Niketan and park 

themselves in one of  the ramshackle,
probably illegal, PG accommodations
for a long, arduous journey, lasting 
anywhere from two to five years. This is
no college hostel. There is no orientation
or meeting your batchmates when you
first arrive. There are no common rooms
or sports facilities. There is only one 
purpose and one activity – grind.

And grind they do, day and night, in
the hope of  cracking that exam. To get 
into an engineering or medical college.
Or to get a govt job. Nothing is easy. The
odds are horrible (even if  the paper is 
not leaked). Life is boring and lonely. 

Nobody cares if  you had a bad day, 
or month, or year. Hell, as the latest 
mishap shows, nobody even cares about
your life. You are an Indian student. 
Powerless in a country that runs on 
power. In terms of  the Indian jungle,
the Indian student is just an ant. 
Crushable. Just like the anthill that
collapsed in Satya Niketan.

This incident did serve to spotlight
these student communities. It should
make us feel ashamed. It should make 

us ask an existential question: What are
we doing as a nation and society? 

What culture are we passing on to the
next generation? What message are we
sending them? That this is what life in 
India is? Where you grind and struggle
like an ant, and apart from a tiny chosen
few, the rest of  you will be discarded? 

If  this is the India we are presenting
to our young, should we be surprised
that they are really upset?

When are we going to ask the hard 
questions? Why aren’t there enough
opportunities? We have an education 
system that asks young people to compete

ferociously for too few opportunities,
even as society has failed to create enough
alternative pathways to a good life. And
an entire crooked commercial ecosystem
has emerged around this scarcity. What
happens to an economy when desperation
itself  becomes an industry?

Why have we, for instance, struggled
to create manufacturing ecosystems 
capable of  absorbing millions of  workers,
as China did? Why haven’t we been 
able to at least up our tourism numbers,

a massive job creator? 
There are questions about these

draconian entrance exams as 
well. They may be tough to clear.
However, the course material for
many of  the exams may already
be completely outdated. Crazy
competition, crazy exams. Who
suffers? The most powerless, the
ants, of  course. Or, perhaps, as
the recent Gen Z protests have 
reminded us, the cockroaches.

We are in the era of  AI. We 
should be asking ourselves: If  
computers can retrieve, memorise,
and reproduce information better
than humans, what exactly should
our education system be training
young people to do? We probably
need to reimagine education, 
retrain our teachers, and revamp
testing processes. We need to 
rethink future jobs. 

Satya Niketan literally means ‘the
house of  truth’. Ironically, this incident
revealed just that – the truth about what
our students go through. The building
crash isn’t the only problem. The bigger
problem is the symptom that exposed 
the rot. We can treat it as an isolated 
incident, or we can utilise the attention
this incident has generated to face 
the other big truth – we need to do 
something radical about the state of  
Indian students. They deserve to be 
treated better than ants, and not reach
the stage where they get angry and have
to call themselves cockroaches.

Chetan Bhagat

Satya Niketan & The Crushing Of Hope
That building was a metaphor for most students’ lives: squeezed, forced into a grind, too many
fighting for too few opportunities. And whole businesses have grown around their desperation
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M
odern economy is a fast changing thing, except in one
aspect. There is broad consensus that literacy and numeracy
remain foundational skills for successful participation in it.

But the new PISA report on 15-year-olds nuances this in an important
way. It underlines, in the words of  Andreas Schleicher, OECD director
of  education and skills, that reading is the gateway to all learning.
While the 91 countries and economies that participated in the 2025
assessment make an uneven picture, three-quarters recorded a 
decline in reading. Countries like US and Germany reported their
lowest reading scores since PISA got into action in 2000. Schleicher
also underlines that those who have fallen the furthest behind 

actually come from wealthy families,
“which points to a much broader 
challenge than inequality alone”.

What must be understood is how
students are failing at reading. Tasks
that require them to locate a single piece
of  information, are the least affected.
Those that use longer texts as stimuli,

are seeing the most rapidly declining success rates. Larger story here
is about attention, persistence, and the ability to stay with difficult
material. There’s a category called hasty readers, who give fast and
incorrect responses. Their numbers have gone from 7% to 11% between
2018-25, the period in which all societies have become more digital.
This is not a rant against tech but a call for its careful governance. It is
also a recommendation for students to read more fiction books, print
magazines, and physical newspapers. To quote Schleicher again, “We
do not get fit by watching sports, but by doing sports.”

India does not participate in PISA but is part of  the same societal
trend. Yes, its school system is more poorly resourced. As a TISS 
study has recently highlighted, there is an acute shortage of  
teachers in core subjects as well as an acute mismatch between 
what they have studied and what they are teaching. Still, the deepest
point of  PISA data holds as much for our students as any others.
That “slow reading” is a prerequisite for using tech intelligently.
Certainly for engaging with AI that produces information faster
than we can consume it.

Read, Don’t Rush
PISA 2025 underlines that students need to be taught

slow, mindful engagement with difficult text

Calvin & Hobbes

For India, every commodity shock 
or global tremor threatens growth
plans, household budgets, and fiscal
balance. Reason is structural: output
per worker remains too low for 
shocks to be absorbed without pain.

For this to change, the most powerful place to start 
is higher education. What would a redesigned system
look like in practice? Here are some ideas for making 
ed reform real at scale.

Separate teaching from testing |Today the same
college that teaches you also hands you the 
degree, so a degree is only as trusted as
the college behind it. Break that link. Let 
anyone teach, a university, a polytechnic, an
employer’s academy, a good online course, 
but let an independent national exam decide
whether you have actually learned the subject.
This is how a CA qualifies and how a driving
licence works: the body that tests you has no 
stake in who taught you, which is exactly 
why the result is trusted.

Put the best teaching online, with real support
close by |Build a national library of  top-quality
courses, made with the best teachers and with
industry, kept up to date, designed for a phone
screen, and full of  practical projects rather
than just video lectures. Pair it with local 
centres in colleges, ITIs, public libraries, panchayat 
offices, where a student can find a mentor, sit a properly
supervised exam, build things, and get a reliable 
internet connection. This mix of  screen and human
contact is what stops students dropping out and helps
them into jobs. Plus, it adds capacity far faster and 
more cheaply than putting up new buildings.

Teach in Indian languages | Talent is spread evenly
across the country, opportunity is not. A bright student

should not be shut out of  calculus, biology, coding 
simply because the course exists only in English. What
makes this newly practical is AI: translating and 
dubbing high-quality material into a dozen languages
is now swift and inexpensive. Rebuilding the best 
courses in Indian languages, and letting students be 
examined in those languages, would bring in millions
of  capable learners who are locked out today.

Use AI to lift everyday work | India should be among 
the fastest in the world to put today’s AI tools into 
classrooms, workshops, clinics, farms, and offices. In
learning, an AI tutor can give a student instant help 

and feedback, and take routine load off  an overstretched
teacher. At work, AI assistants can help a salesperson,
an accountant, a coder, a small shopkeeper get more 
done in a day. The job of  govt and large firms is to 
buy, standardise, and hand out safe, low-cost tools, 
with privacy protected, so an ordinary worker or 
student can actually use them.

Tie learning to real jobs |What is taught should be refreshed
constantly with input from employers who do the 

hiring. Apprenticeships and hands-on, project-based
learning should be the norm, not a footnote. A worker
who already has a skill, a mechanic, a tailor, a mason,
should be able to sit a test and earn a certificate that
employers respect, even if  they never went to college.
And every course should publish plain numbers on
how its students actually fared, whether they found
work and what they earned, so students can choose
with their eyes open and good programmes win.

Run a national mission, not just another scheme | Too
many authorities with overlapping rules slow down
Indian reform. This needs one clear owner, one set of

goals, firm deadlines. Centre and states moving
together. And regulators judging colleges on
whether students actually learn and find 
work, while leaving room for many different
kinds of  providers to try.

Track results in the open | Measure the things
that matter – how much students learn, how
many finish, how many land apprenticeships
and jobs, and what they go on to earn. Publish
this openly, college by college, course by course,
so families can make informed choices. Target
should be bold and clear: within five years, double
the share of  young Indians getting a qualification
that employers actually trust.

Not edtech argument, but a productivity one |
Test of  success is whether a nursing assistant
can handle more patients with better outcomes,

a machinist can set up a line faster with fewer errors,
a small retailer can manage working capital more 
efficiently, a civil engineer can deliver a bridge on time
and on budget. When millions of  such gains compound,
shocks stop setting the country’s agenda.

Widen India’s margin where it matters most: in
classrooms, labs and lecture halls, in training yards,
and on factory floors. Do it now, while the demographic
wind is still at our back. Everything else is weather.

Views are personal

The Road To Resilience Runs Through Universities
A venture capitalist argues India can defend itself from economic shocks through ed reform. Putting the

best courses online & teaching in Indian languages, for starters, will result in a jump in productivity
Ashutosh Sharma

Image: AI

There are always
two different
consciousnesses in
the human being,
one outward in
which he ordinarily

lives, the other inward and concealed...As
sadhana progresses, one begins to live more
and more in this inner being and the outer
becomes more superficial.

Sacredspace

Sri Aurobindo
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E
very creation of  Supreme 
Intelligence, Param Bodhi, reflects
the universal mechanism, laws of

nature and cosmic order. Each being is 
a cell of  the universe, holding complete
information – much as every cell in the
human body carries an imprint of
creation. This can be decoded only by
the one who has merged with Supreme
Consciousness, whose Sahasrar, crown
chakra, is open and fully blossomed.
Such a person attains true yog, merging
with the Supreme Entity. This happens
by tuning cells with divine certitude –
the innermost process of  dhyan that
aligns human consciousness with
Supreme Consciousness.

Divine certitude is absolute belief
in the Supreme Reality and truth. It is
absolute faith in the infallible supremacy
and design of  the Supreme Entity.
It entails being absolutely centred in
Supreme Intelligence, eliminating all

duality and suspicions. This requires
conscious effort to anchor oneself  in 
the absolute truth of  the sixth element,
mahatti tattve, higher than the panch
tattve, five elements. In adhyatm, true
spirituality and real faith are not 
mind-created concepts or religious
norms, but self-realised certitude of
the innermost core, soul energy,
sprouting from a divine
source. This clarity demands
constant connection backed
by truth, love, karm, action,
and light – commencement
of  feeling the ineffable
bliss of  Parmatma.

Without divine certitude,
growth on the spiritual path is impossible.
Faith propels one towards realisation 
of  truth and reality, which the mind
cannot fathom. Real unwavering 
faith erupts from the light of  the soul,
never from ego or intellect. It intuitively
senses divine outpouring from worldly
fabricated knowledge, discerning 

Mechanism of  the universe and human
system, though almost similar, is 
subtle. Rooted in truth and vijnan,
it becomes too complex for us to 
grasp. The mind only guesses,
but the cells know.

When elevated to higher consciousness,
jnan is revealed in dhyan; cells tuned to
divine certitude respond and calibrate
for transformation and evolution. 
It is the outcome of  absolute faith in 
the entity above us all, imparting 
glimpses of  truth and jnan beyond
acquired knowledge – total, unwavering
faith that divine light propels the being
towards true realisation through every
adverse situation. Divine certitude
imparts messages, directives, energy
and light for the journey of  evolution.
Earth is a laboratory of  Supreme
Intelligence, progressing humans
towards becoming beings of  light,
a quantum leap into the next 
evolutionary stage, a pure product 
of  Supreme Divinity.

what should be imbibed for spiritual
growth – absolute trust in the ultimate
truth, reality, divine connection and
guidance. Then the tests of  life purify
and dissolve the ego, and even cloudy
trust gradually evolves into whole and
complete, poorn certitude. Tuned divine
cells never let one dwell in duality,

suspicion, fear or guilt, and they
curb mental chatter.

Tuning of  cells entails
programming or adjusting
how cells behave, communicate
and divide, to achieve a specific
outcome in the natural course
of  growth, transformation
and evolution. Cells tuned 

by divine certitude connect to divine
attributes and Supreme Intelligence, so
nothing undesirable for growth can seep
into the human mechanism. Preparing
cells for absolute divine certitude requires
absolute de-programming, emptying 
all subconscious collections and 
detaching fully from past happenings.

Divine Certitude: Becoming Beings Of Light
Meena Om
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S
COTT Bessent, the US
Treasury Secretary, laid
out three maxims in a
recent speech: “The
nation that cannot pro-

duce what it needs is not truly
secure. The nation that depends
on its adversaries for critical
inputs is not truly sovereign.
And the nation that reduces its
economics to consumption is not
truly prosperous.”

Bessent’s context is a world
that his country, more than any
other, has worked to create — in
which, as Thucydides wrote, the
strong do what they can, and the
weak suffer what they must.
Where alliances can be disre-
garded, friendships become
irrelevant and markets subject
to unexpected disruptions.

The phrase that characterises
this new world is weaponised
interdependence. Such weaponi-
sation comes more easily to those
in control of the main nodes of the
global economy, giving them coer-
cive power. One could even think
of panopticon situations (the usu-
al example being a single guard in
a circular prison who can watch all
the inmates). Think of the SWIFT
interbank communication sys-
tem. Equally, they could offer
choke points for coercive use.
Choke points can also be points of
vulnerability — think submarine
cables which, if cut, could cripple
an adversary for a while. 

For a middle power like India,
such a world is more complex and
offers many new challenges, and
only imperfect answers or solu-
tions. In the spirit of atmanirbhar-
ta, can India hope to ensure its
security and sovereignty by pro-
ducing all that it needs — as
Bessent asked? Think of the major
weapons platforms and technolo-
gies that are currently imported.

Or not rely on others for critical
inputs — something that even the
major powers don’t attempt? Most
obviously, what price strategic
autonomy when 90 per cent of the
country’s oil and half its gas needs
are imported? And what price sov-
ereignty in the face of penal tariffs
and arbitrary trade sanctions?

It is obvious that the goals in
such a world have to be not just
economic efficiency and com-
petitiveness but also finding
ways to minimise vulnerability
— without paying too great a
price through higher costs that
localisation often imposes.
Hence the current attempts at
domestic chip manufacture
and the setting up of data cen-
tres. Yet interdependence is
written into the scenario and
must be dealt with.

The asymmetric conflicts in
Ukraine and Iran pose their own
urgent questions for the econo-
my. Hundreds of missiles and
drones (offensive and defensive)
have been fired in a day, for days
on end, in both theatres. Can
India hope to develop such a
supply capability, given its limit-
ed manufacturing base, or (as a
more sensible alternative) turn
civilian industrial units to mili-
tary use in short order? And how
well is the country positioned in
the context of wars that will

henceforth be fought in the
cyber-physical world?

Sensible policies can always
provide answers. India could
become an electro-state, for
instance, by copying China’s
example to reduce oil depend-
ence and multiply storage capaci-
ty in order to insulate against sup-
ply shocks. China can store more
than four months’ oil require-
ments, whereas India’s strategic
reserves are for barely 10 days.
When availability can trump price
in a critical agricultural input like
fertiliser, sensible policy can serve
to boost the domestic production
of an item that does not after all
involve rocket science.

India has always been wary of
international dependencies.

Especially in defence, space and
atomic energy, it has sought
from the beginning to build
national capabilities and be self-
reliant. There are some impres-
sive success stories to show for
this in the defence arena: the
nuclear-powered submarines,
for instance (though Russian
help has been critical). And the
multi-pronged missile pro-
gramme. A layered air defence
system that showed its mettle
during Operation Sindoor.
Mobile howitzers for the artillery
have been developed by the
Armaments R&D Establish-
ment in partnership with
Kalyani and Tata. Some aspects
of electronic warfare capability
constitute another success story.

The risk is that overreach can
result in failure, or unaffordable
delays (which, in defence, is the
same thing). Overreach explains
why many attempts at self-
reliance in defence have failed,
such that the country is the
world’s second largest importer
of armaments (after Ukraine).
Major weapons platforms that
the country needs are still being
imported — those on the current
list being Rafales, submarines
and long-endurance drones.
And imported weapons tend to
be far more expensive than
indigenous substitutes, when

these are developed.
Moreover, the world sends peri-

odic reminders about supply vul-
nerabilities. The gas turbine
engines that have powered the
Navy’s main fighting ships have
traditionally come from Ukraine,
now consumed by war; fortu-
nately, Bharat Heavy Electricals
has been producing gas turbines
for the frontline warships. But
the supply of the S-400 air
defence systems has been inter-
rupted by Russian preoccupa-
tions. And Hindustan Aeronau-
tics Limited can’t turn out the
180 Tejas fighters that the Air
Force desperately needs because
(among other things) the engines
have to come from General Elec-
tric, which has delayed produc-
tion because (again, inter alia) a
South Korean supplier of compo-
nents has gone out of business.

Ambition is as ambition does.
The import dependence is
because too many plans, goals
and targets have come unstuck.
The dependence on General Elec-
tric engines for Tejas is because
the domestically developed
Kaveri engine didn’t measure up.
The Army’s demanding specifi-
cations for an infantry rifle (such
as interchangeable barrels that
use bullets with different sizes!)
proved too complicated to deliver,
resulting in large-scale imports. 

The NavIC (Navigation with
Indian Constellation) satellite-
based system that was to be a
regional substitute for the US GPS
(Global Positioning System) is
non-functional because of a short-
age of operational satellites and
the failure of an atomic clock.  This
has underlined the need for an
indigenous system, more than a
quarter century after Kargil 1999.

The critical need is for realism
on what the country can sensibly
do on its own (and deliver at cost
and within deadline), while being
a part of international consortia
where it can’t. As an example of
the latter, would India have been
better placed if it had stayed as a
partner in Russia’s Su-57 stealth
fighter programme, especially
now that China has developed its
own stealth fighter, the J-20?

This is the first of a 2-part series 

The quest for self-reliance in defence

Major weapons
platforms that the

country needs are still
being imported.

TN NINAN 
SENIOR JOURNALIST

There is import dependence because too many plans, goals and targets have come unstuck
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AI eye-opener
Tech giants should not gamble with humanity

A
NTHROPIC researcher Jacob Coxon’s resig-
nation — and his dystopian warning — has
intensified the worldwide debate over artificial
intelligence (AI). When an individual who has
worked at both Anthropic and OpenAI claims

that leading AI companies are “gambling with our lives”,
the all-important question is whether the AI-driven trans-
formation is being pursued responsibly. Coxon’s central
concern is the accelerating race towards self-improving
superintelligence — systems that could eventually exceed
human capabilities across multiple domains and potential-
ly acquire the ability to manipulate digital infrastructure,
resources and institutions. More troublingly, Anthropic’s
own Alignment Science lead, Evan Hubinger, has acknowl-
edged that the company does not yet have a solution for
aligning superintelligent systems with human interests.
Such admissions expose a dangerous contradiction at the
heart of the AI industry. Companies increasingly recognise
that advanced AI could pose extraordinary risks, yet com-
petitive pressures continue to push them towards more
capable systems. The logic that “if we do not build it, some-
one else will” can turn a race into a collective catastrophe.

It is true that AI is delivering benefits in medicine,
science, education and other fields. However, techno-
logical progress cannot be measured solely by how
quickly capabilities improve. Safety, security and
accountability must advance at the same pace. The alle-
gations of industrial-scale attempts to extract AI capa-
bilities through model distillation are worrisome. If the
US-China rivalry is accelerating the spread of powerful
AI while firms struggle to secure their systems, the
risks extend well beyond corporate competition.

Governments cannot leave decisions about humani-
ty’s future to tech giants. Major AI laboratories need
enforceable safety standards, independent oversight,
transparent risk assessment and internationally negoti-
ated limits on the development of the most dangerous
capabilities. Coxon’s outburst is part of a growing clam-
our. When the consequences involve civilisational stakes,
there is no room for a reckless gamble. 

Kasauli’s warning
When tourism overwhelms the hills

K
ASAULI is not running out of tourists; it is run-
ning out of capacity to absorb them. That dis-
tinction should force Himachal Pradesh to
rethink its model of tourism development.
The hill town’s narrow roads, stressed water

supply, inadequate sewage and waste-management sys-
tems and increasingly fragile slopes are buckling under
the pressure of hotels, resorts and homestays. Yet con-
struction continues even when occupancy remains mod-
est. The irony is difficult to ignore. Kasauli’s problems are
neither new nor unforeseen. The National Green Tribunal
had flagged its carrying capacity, water availability, traffic,
biodiversity and infrastructure years ago and imposed
restrictions on construction and building heights. If the
same problems persist today, the failure is not one of infor-
mation but of governance and enforcement.

The mountains cannot be treated as limitless real
estate. Every additional building can mean another cut
into a vulnerable slope, another demand on a scarce water
source and another burden on already inadequate infra-
structure. Himachal’s stated goal of promoting “high-val-
ue, low-impact” tourism will remain meaningless unless
carrying capacity determines the scale of development.
No new tourism project should be approved without
establishing that adequate water, sewage treatment,
waste disposal, parking and road infrastructure exist.
Existing establishments, too, must meet environmental
and safety norms. Unchecked expansion will only attract
more traffic and accelerate the degradation of the land-
scape that draws visitors in the first place.

Kasauli should be a wake-up call for the entire state.
Tourist numbers cannot be the sole measure of success.
A destination that destroys its ecology to accommodate
tourists ultimately destroys its own tourism economy.
The choice before Himachal is stark: pursue limitless
construction for immediate gains or protect the hills for
the future. Kasauli has reached the limit. The govern-
ment must recognise it before the hills do.

on this day...50 years ago

Summit warning to Smith
IN deciding to intensify the armed struggle against Ian Smith’s ille-
gal regime in Rhodesia, the Presidents of five Southern African
nations have indirectly told US Secretary of State Henry Kissinger
that they expect precious little from his latest round of shuttle diplo-
macy. Vindication of their stand at the Dar es Salaam Summit came
almost immediately when Smith said in an interview given to a Sal-
isbury daily that he would never allow black majority rule in Rhode-
sia. The African leaders have ample reasons to be sceptical about the
US Secretary of State’s new-found concern for Southern Africa. It is
an undisputed fact that the US never bothered about Southern Africa
or the African people’s struggle for independence until the liberation
of Angola and the presence of Russians and Cubans there. The
Africans are also aware that Kissinger’s principal interest now is to
protect and perpetuate the racist regime of South Africa by working
out a settlement involving independence to Namibia and forcing
Smith to accept majority rule with some guarantees for the whites.
There is an element of purblindness in Kissinger’s attempts to
delink Namibia and Rhodesia from South Africa’s own pursuance
of apartheid. Kenneth Kaunda had long ago made it clear that the
three issues were part of the same struggle to win back the freedom
and dignity that the white regimes have denied to the native Africans. 

chandigarh, friday, september 10, 1976 

thought for the day

Unite against terrorism 
Refer to ‘9/11 and the unfinished war on ter-
ror’; America took revenge for the killing of
thousands of its citizens by gunning down
Osama bin Laden. Despite knowing that Pak-
istan was providing shelter to Osama, the US
deliberately ignored it and continued to main-
tain relations with our unfriendly neighbour.
India itself has been suffering immensely at
the hands of State-sponsored terrorism. Coun-
tries bearing the brunt of terror are fighting
their own battles without much-needed sup-
port from the superpowers. The PM has time
and again flagged the issue on every global
platform. World powers exhibit double stan-
dards while claiming to fight against this
menace. Unless world leaders show unanimi-
ty and take collective steps to curb terrorism
in all its forms, the deadly monster can’t be
wiped out from the face of this earth.

RAVI SHARMA, DHARIWAL

Destroy supply chain of drugs
Refer to ‘Stop chasing users, target corpo-
rate drug traffickers’; instead of finding a
temporary solution, its root cause should be
eliminated so that the problem does not
arise again. Bhang, ganja and charas are
derived from the cannabis plant. Although
they are intoxicating drugs, these tradition-
al substances are less harmful than the syn-
thetic drugs. Big sharks involved in this ille-
gal trade are far away from the long arm of
the law, as a result the supply chain is intact.
Unless this chain is dismantled, we cannot
get rid of this menace. 

RAJ KUMAR KAPOOR, BY MAIL

Stakeholders must come together 
Refer to ‘Stop chasing users, target corporate
drug traffickers’; given the expanding scope
of global drug trafficking, strict countermea-
sures are essential. However, meaningful
enforcement requires firm political will,
which is routinely compromised when drug
cartels influence decisions through politi-
cal funding. When governments fail to
check corporate and criminal interests, civ-
il society must step in. The limitations of
regional enforcement efforts, such as Pun-
jab’s ‘war against drugs’ campaign,
demonstrate that state action alone is insuf-

ficient — an awakened citizenry must lead
the fight to dismantle drug cartels.

MADHURI SHARMA, PHILADELPHIA (US)

Misuse of executive powers
Refer to ‘Executive excess’; the monetary
compensation of Rs 5 lakh cannot make up for
the six months spent in jail by a law student
without committing any crime. Coercive action
by the executive to please those in power by
ruining an individual’s career cannot be justi-
fied at all. The fundamental right guaranteed
by the Constitution to express views against
oppression cannot be suppressed by using
executive powers. The word used by the court,
‘despotic’, aptly highlights the misuse of offi-
cial powers. Civil servants must be loyal to the
Constitution, not the people in power.

WG CDR JS MINHAS (RETD), MOHALI

When dissent is duty 
Refer to ‘Executive excess’; a civil servant
should see himself more as a facilitator than
a regulator. Bureaucrats bow to ruthless,
unscrupulous politicians for plum postings
and post-retirement benefits. However, a
few upright officers sometimes suffer
throughout their careers. Unless we adhere
to the right means, the end will not be right.
When dissent is duty, silence is crime. When
a system starts malfunctioning, a deep crisis
of accountability emerges. The functioning
of the government depends upon the abili-
ties and intentions of the executive. The
society suffers when these extraordinary
powers fall into the wrong hands.

ANIL BHATIA, HISAR

Silent expectations, prayers
With reference to ‘Till success do us part’;
the Middle reflected the emotions of almost
every middle-class family who put every-
thing they have into supporting their intel-
ligent sons. The pursuit of a successful
career becomes a shared journey for the
child and the parents. The story highlights
the silent expectations, fears and sacrifices
that accompany the parents’ dreams. It also
makes us question whether professional
success is truly worth the emotional dis-
tance it may create within a family.

BHUPINDER GUPTA, SHIMLA

Letters to the Editor, typed in double space, should not exceed the 200-word limit. 
These should be cogently written and can be sent by e-mail to: Letters@tribunemail.com

letters to the editor

Col RS Narula (retd)

IN 1989, while serving as a young Army officer in Kashmir, I
received an unusual assignment. I was attached to an
Armoured Regiment near Jammu for three months to pre-

pare the parade ground for a ceremony where the President of
India would present Colours to the regiment.

Armed with a jeep, heavy engineering equipment and 30 sol-
diers, I arrived at the newly built Zorawar Stadium. The venue
resembled a giant beehive. Tank crews tuned their machines,
signals personnel established communications, security teams
took up positions at vantage points, dog squads searched for
explosives and officers rehearsed every detail of the grand event.

My task became clear after the first rehearsal. Forty-five
tanks would thunder around the stadium twice daily. Their
immense weight gouged deep ruts into the soil and piled earth
into mounds at every turn. Once the rehearsal ended, my team
had only a few hours to restore the ground for the next practice
session. The operation became a finely tuned drill. Bulldozers
filled the ruts, graders levelled the surface, water tankers set-
tled the dust and road rollers compacted the soil. Within three
hours, the battered arena looked untouched. 

For two months, every participant rehearsed relentlessly. The
jeep driver practised moving from standstill so smoothly that
not a drop of water would spill from a glass filled to the brim.
The commentator kept refining her diction. Mechanics worked
beneath tanks day and night. Nothing was left to chance.

Then came the full-dress rehearsal. To my astonishment, I
was chosen to play the role of the President. Dressed for the
occasion, I arrived in a gleaming BMW and was received exact-
ly as the President would be. Senior generals saluted me.
Resisting the urge to return their salutes was perhaps the hard-
est task of the day. As I stepped onto the dais, around 20,000
spectators filled the stadium. The National Anthem echoed
across the arena and all eyes seemed fixed upon me. 

I inspected the parade from an open jeep, with the generals
standing behind me. Later, I presented the ceremonial Colours
to the ‘Nishan Toli’ and then read out the President’s speech
that was placed on the rostrum. 

The grand finale arrived when 45 tanks rolled past in salute.
One after another, their turrets swung toward the dais and
their commanders saluted. I returned each salute until my arm
ached. Forty-five minutes after it had begun, the dream ended.

I was escorted by two young Army officers to the car. It moved
about 100 metres and then stopped. The driver turned towards
me and said, “Sir, you may get down now. The rehearsal is over.”

In an instant, I ceased to be the President and became an
ordinary Captain once again. Yet for those unforgettable 45
minutes, I had experienced a privilege few can imagine — a
glimpse of what it feels like to be the First Citizen of India.

The writer is a Patiala-based contributor

The President 
for 45 minutes

UNCERTAINTY : India is dependent on General Electric engines for Tejas aircraft because the domestically
developed Kaveri engine didn’t measure up. ISTOCK

Peace is an armistice in a war that is continuously going on. — Thucydides
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How life changed for Sikhs in US after 9/11

A
NKIT Bidhan’s
win  is more than
a victory for the
ABVP. Retaining
the presidency at

Panjab University (PU)  was crit-
ical for the RSS student wing. It
is being presented as a state-
ment about what GenZ politics
looks like, and that is where the
result becomes interesting.

This is ABVP's second win
in a row at PU. When
reporters asked Bidhan about
the result, he said it showed
that GenZ has ABVP and
Prime Minister Modi "in their
hearts." He did not describe
the result simply as a victory
for ABVP; he presented it as
evidence of where an entire
generation stands. That's a
huge claim to hang on one
campus election.

When we think about what
GenZ has actually come to
mean in India recently, is the
image of young people ques-
tioning authority, not bowing to
it: distrustful of old institutions
and old party structures, impa-

tient with hierarchy, quick to
call out leaders rather than
praise them, and driven by
issues rather than by loyalty to
any single party or person. 

It's an image built on resist-
ance topower, not comfort with
it. Bidhan's win is almost the
opposite of that image. He did-
n't win by challenging an insti-
tution, he won through a party-
backed student wing, part of a
decades-old political machine,
using an alliance with another
party's student wing to get
across the line.

Where Jantar Mantar's
GenZ was defined by pushing
back against those in power,
Bidhan's victory speech does
the reverse, it hands power a
compliment instead of a chal-
lenge. What is being described
by Bidhan is the version of
GenZ that makes his own win
look bigger and meaningful.

Panjab University's own
history makes this even clear-
er. Panjab University has a
long history of student
groups tied to larger political
formations; as organisations
like SOPU and PUSU, which
were confined to university
issues and politics, have
declined, the student wings of
mainstream parties have
steadily occupied that space.

ABVP's second consecutive
win reads less as a genera-
tional rupture than as an
established political organi-
sation consolidating its posi-

tion within an already estab-
lished ecosystem.

What is worth examining is
what that ecosystem looks like
when it gets presented as the
politics of a new generation.
This year's campaign paired
old political networks with
new forms of communication:
former DUSU leaders joined
rallies, Kumari Selja promot-
ed NSUI online, and singer
Masoom Sharma backed an
INSO candidate. 

Political actors no longer need
to set foot on campus to shape
its electoral politics, a reel, an
endorsement, a congratulatory
post reaches thousands of stu-
dents almost instantly. 

The reach is new. The net-
works behind it are not. ABVP's
campaign reportedly handed
out students with extravagant
parties, make-up kits and other
freebies. There were also allega-
tions that students in depart-
ments were offered Rs 3,000-Rs
4,000 in cash. Student elections
now run on the same tech-
niques as mainstream ones —
mobilisation, endorsements,
incentives, networks. 

Hostel conditions, fees, aca-
demic reform or administra-
tive accountability get little
attention. What actually
drove the campaign was free-
bies, networks, brotherhood,
nationalism, and the return

of saffron politics to campus
for the second year running,
not manifestos.

The alliance behind Bid-
han's victory is what makes
this election significant
beyond campus. After the
Students'  Organisation of
India (SOI), the Shiromani
Akali Dal's student wing lost
its own presidential candi-
date, it backed Bidhan. 

On its face, this was a simple
campus calculation: SOI had
no candidate of its own, so it
supported another organisa-
tion which had the strongest
hold in the university. But the
timing gives it wider reso-
nance. SOI and ABVP are
linked to the SAD and BJP-
RSS ecosystems respectively,
whose parent parties were
allies for decades before that
relationship broke down in
2020. With the 2027 Punjab
Assembly election approach-
ing, any sign the two sides can
cooperate feeds directly into
that larger conversation.

BJP has publicly main-
tained that it will contest all
117 Assembly seats on its
own, even as Sukhbir Singh
Badal's meeting with Modi
and other developments
keep rapprochement specu-
lation alive. What it shows is
narrower but real: when cir-
cumstances required it, their
student wings were willing to
join hands together.

Senior BJP leaders jumped

on the win almost immediate-
ly. Union Home Minister Amit
Shah called the victory evi-
dence of youth faith in the
'Nation First' ideology; BJP
national president Nitin
Nabin and state leaders
echoed the point. Bidhan
himself framed it the same
way, talking about Modi and
GenZ instead of anything spe-
cific to his own university.
This is a rebranded version,
built to fit a party's win. 

A student election can tell us
about organisational strength,
candidate appeal and the
alliances behind a result, but
ABVP's win, by itself, cannot
establish what an entire gen-
eration believes. The real
question is what students
were actually responding to:
national identity, campus
issues, candidate appeal,
organisational loyalty, the SOI
alliance, or some mix. 

So what does this election
actually prove? ABVP winning
twice in a row shows it's
become a strong, lasting force
at Panjab University. The SOI
alliance shows old political net-
works know how to adapt when
they need to. Both of those are
real. What it doesn't prove is
anything about GenZ, because
the generation being described
in Bidhan's victory speech
barely resembles the one it
believes in. One is skeptical of
authority; the other is being
told it loves it. 

T
WENTY-FIVE
years ago, the US
changed in ways
none of us could
have imagined.

For Sikh Americans, one of
those changes was deeply
personal: the turban and
beard that visibly
expressed our Sikh identity
suddenly became, in the
eyes of some strangers, a
source of suspicion.

I had arrived in the US from
Amritsar in August 2000 to pur-
sue a master's degree. Like
many young Punjabis coming
to America for education, I was
focussed on studies, building a
career and adjusting to a new
country. I lived with cousins
near the university and often
walked between our apartment
and campus, sometimes after
dark. I never felt that my beard
or turban made me unsafe or
required an explanation.

A year later, that changed
almost overnight. We watched
in horror as the US came under
attack on September 11, 2001.
But Sikh Americans experi-
enced the tragedy in another
way. As a visibly identifiable
community, we found our-
selves bracing for retaliation.

Relatives advised us to
avoid going out. Strangers
began looking at us different-
ly. Being called "Osama" or
"terrorist" became disturbing-

ly familiar for many Sikhs. In
those uncertain days, some
even wondered whether Sikh
men should replace their tur-
bans with caps or cut their
hair to avoid becoming tar-
gets. Families were worried
about their safety and their
children. But another ques-
tion also emerged: should fear
force us to hide the very iden-
tity that had shaped our lives?

Four days after the attacks,
Balbir Singh Sodhi was shot
dead outside his gas station in
Arizona. His killer was seeking
revenge for 9/11 and saw Sod-
hi's beard and turban as the
face of an enemy. For Sikhs in
the US, his murder was a dev-
astating warning. The dastaar
that represented faith, dignity
and responsibility could now
make someone a target.

Yet the phrase "mistaken
identity" has always seemed
inadequate. Sikhs should not
have been attacked because
they were not Muslim, but nei-
ther should Muslims, Arabs,
South Asians or anyone else
have been attacked. Hatred
had not simply found the
wrong victim. No innocent
person should ever be held
responsible for someone else's
actions simply because of a
shared or assumed religion,
nationality or appearance.

There was another side to the
Sikh story after 9/11. Dr Navin-
derdeep Singh Nijher, then a
surgical resident in Brooklyn,
volunteered at Ground Zero
after completing an overnight
hospital shift. He helped estab-
lish a triage centre and cared
for injured firefighters amid
the devastation. Yet later, he
encountered hostility from
someone who saw his beard
and turban and treated him as
though he belonged to those

who had attacked America.
That contradiction captured

the Sikh American experience
of the moment: a turbaned
Sikh doctor could serve the
US amid the ruins of the World
Trade Center, while the same
turban could cause another
person to question whether he
belonged in the US.

But his response also
reflected something familiar
to Sikhs everywhere. The tra-
dition of seva makes no dis-
tinction based on the religion,
race or nationality. The same
spirit travelled with the Sikh
diaspora. Chardi kala teaches
resilience and the ability to
remain constructive even in
adversity. The Sikh prayer
concludes with sarbat da bha-
la, a wish for the well-being of
all humanity.

That is why the Sikh
response after 9/11 could not
simply be, "You have mistak-
en us for someone else."
Across the US, Sikhs opened
gurdwaras to their neigh-
bours, served langar, joined

interfaith programmes and
stood with other communi-
ties facing discrimination.

But 9/11 also forced Sikh
Americans to recognise that
the community needed
lawyers, educators, policy
advocates and institutions
capable of responding to hate
crimes, school bullying, work-
place discrimination and chal-
lenges to religious freedom.
Organisations such as the
Sikh Coalition, SALDEF and
UNITED SIKHS helped
Sikhs engage with schools,
employers, law enforcement,
government and the media.

In many ways, 9/11 acceler-
ated the development of a
more organised Sikh Ameri-
can civic voice.  After 9/11, my
cousins, fellow Sikh students,
local families and I began
reaching out more deliberate-
ly. Through the Sikh Student
Association at Wright State
University and with support
from university staff and com-
munity members, we partici-
pated in multicultural and

interfaith programmes and
organised exhibitions explain-
ing Sikh history, beliefs and
identity.  We were not asking
for special treatment. We were
trying to create familiarity
because people are less likely
to fear neighbours they have
met and understood.

I became a father in 2007. My
son grew up with uncut hair,
wearing a patka and kara.
From kindergarten onwards, I
spoke with his teachers and
occasionally visited his class-
room to explain why he looked
different. The questions from
young children were direct:
Why was his hair tied on top of
his head? How did we tie the
patka? Why did he wear that
bracelet? Those experiences
taught me an important dis-
tinction. Unfamiliarity is not
necessarily prejudice. Some-
times a question is simply the
beginning of understanding.

Once, when my son's patka
became loose in school, a
teacher helped straighten
and secure it. I have never
forgotten it. She was telling a
young Sikh child through
her actions that his identity
was not a problem to be man-
aged. He belonged there
exactly as he was. Some of
those KG classmates later
attended the same public
school and still remembered
what they had learned about
his patka and kara. We often
remember those who insult
us. We should also remember
those whose kindness makes
us feel that we belong.

The 2012 massacre at the
Sikh gurdwara in Oak Creek,
Wisconsin, reminded us that
education and progress had
not eliminated hatred. Once
again, the Sikh response was
service, interfaith solidarity,

public engagement and a
determination to be visible.

Twenty-five years after 9/11,
Sikh Americans are more
organised, civically engaged
and willing to advocate for
their rights while standing
with others whose rights are
threatened. The change is
also visible in the next gener-
ation of Sikh Americans, who
expect to maintain their visi-
ble Sikh identity in class-
rooms, pursue careers, partic-
ipate in public life and belong
fully without choosing
between faith and country.

But the work remains unfin-
ished. Progress cannot be
measured simply by whether
more Americans now recog-
nise a Sikh turban. It must
also be measured by whether
a Sikh child can wear one to
school without being called a
terrorist; whether a profes-
sional can practise the faith
without sacrificing a career;
whether a family can enter a
gurdwara without fear; and
whether, during the next
national crisis, Americans
refuse to turn collective grief
into collective blame.

For those of us who left Pun-
jab and built our lives abroad,
the past 25 years have taught
us something else as well.
The strength of Sikh identity
did not come from hiding it
when times became difficult.
It came from living its values
more visibly through service,
education, advocacy and par-
ticipation.

The concluding words of the
Sikh Ardas, heard in gurd-
waras in Punjab and across
the diaspora, remain just as
relevant: "Nanak Naam Char-
di Kala, Tere Bhane Sarbat Da
Bhala," a prayer for resilience
and the well-being of all.

SAMEEP SINGH GUMTALA 
ENGINEER & SIKH COMMUNITY

VOLUNTEER IN OHIO, US

TANVI SHARMA
RESEARCH SCHOLAR, POLITICAL

SCIENCE, PANJAB UNIVERSITY

For a young
immigrant from

Amritsar, the turban
went from an
unquestioned
expression of

identity to a source
of suspicion 

almost overnight. 

It is unclear what do
students respond to:

national identity,
campus issues,

candidate appeal,
organisational loyalty.

UNSURE : ABVP’s win in PU poll, by itself, cannot establish what an entire generation believes. ANI

ABVP win in Panjab Uni polls is not GenZ victory

RESILIENCE : The strength of Sikh identity came from living its values more visibly through service. REUTERS

ACROSS
1 Valour (7)
4 To ridicule by imitation (5)
7 In that case (4)
8 Building and its

grounds (8)
10 Uproar (10)
12 Unrefined (6)
13 Deep bowl for soup 

etc. (6)
15 Unexpected useful chance

(5,5)
18 Individuality (8)
19 Large extinct flightless

bird (4)
20 Subsequent (5)
21 Encourage (7)

DOWN
1 Degree of slope (5)
2 Excessive burden (8)
3 Sumptuous meal (6)
4 Meaningless ritual (5-5)
5 Ponder (4)
6 World’s largest 

inland sea (7)
9 Gain approval (4,6)
11 Gradually diminish and

end (5,3)
12 Decisive (7)
14 An outline drawing (6)
16 Familiar (5)
17 Still existing (4)

Yesterday’s Solution
Across: 1 Up to scratch, 9 Nonplus, 10 Rover, 11 Ugly, 12 Unfas-
ten, 14 Climax, 16 Hinder, 18 Under way, 19 Spin, 22 Solid, 23
Haulage, 24 Merrymaking.

Down: 2 Penal, 3 Only, 4 Casino, 5 Adriatic, 6 Coveted, 7 In due
course, 8 Front-runner, 13 Labrador, 15 Indulge, 17 Mayhem, 20
Plain, 21 Lurk.
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■ Shaka Samvat 1948

■ Bhadrapad Shaka 19

■ Bhadrapad Parvishte 25

■ Hijari 1448

■ Krishna Paksha Tithi 14, up to 10:34 am

■ Siddha Yoga up to 7:18 pm

■ Magha Nakshatra up to 2:05 pm

■ Moon in Leo sign 

■ Gandmoola up to 2:05 pm

calendar

YESTERDAY’S SOLUTION

forecastsu do ku quick crossword

V.HARD

3 6 8 2 4 7 9 5 1

7 1 5 9 8 3 2 4 6

2 4 9 5 1 6 7 8 3

6 7 2 3 9 5 4 1 8

9 3 4 8 2 1 6 7 5

8 5 1 7 6 4 3 9 2

5 9 7 1 3 2 8 6 4

4 8 3 6 5 9 1 2 7

1 2 6 4 7 8 5 3 9

3 9 5 4
7 1

6 5 3
7 5 2
3 7

7 2 8
4 8 1

4 6
1 2 6 8

CITY MAX MIN
Chandigarh 36 24
New Delhi 35 27
Amritsar 35 26
Bathinda 36 25
Jalandhar 34 26
Ludhiana 35 26
Bhiwani 36 25
Hisar 38 25
Sirsa 35 25
Dharamsala 32 17
Manali 27 17
Shimla 26 15
Srinagar 32 14
Jammu 34 25

Kargil 31 12
Leh 25 10

Dehradun 32 23
Mussoorie 24 19

SUNSET: THURSDAY 18:34 HRS
SUNRISE: FRIDAY 06:05 HRS

TEMPERATURE IN OC



For generations, Ganesh Chaturthi has been celebrated
with grandeur and devotion all over the world. Families
install idols, offer prayers, distribute sweets, and finally
immerse Ganpati ji’s idol in rivers or seas with a heart-
felt farewell. Over the decades, this festival has also grown
into something bigger than a household ritual: a public
spectacle of towering pandals, competing sound
systems, and processions that stretch for days. Yet, over
the years, it has also left behind something unintend-
ed: polluted waters, toxic chemicals, and mounds of
plastic waste. All of this raises an important question:
What does it really mean to worship Lord Ganesha?

True celebration goes beyond idols and decorations.
Lord Ganpati’s form is itself a lesson in harmony,
balance, and respect for nature. His large stomach

teaches us to “digest” the ups and downs of life without
losing balance. His rat reminds us not to let small, destruc-
tive habits ruin our lives. His swastika symbolises the
eternal cycle of renewal. Together, they point to an eco-
spiritual message of living in balance with the world
around us. Even the modak he is offered, wrapped in a
simple leaf and made of rice, was once a lesson in using
what nature freely gives and not what a factory 
manufactures.

Today, when climate change threatens our very sur-
vival, Ganesh Chaturthi gives us a chance to rethink what
devotion really means. Can devotion be measured only
by the size of idols or the loudness of celebrations? Or
is it reflected in the purity of our actions, the way we care
for the Earth, water, and air that sustain us? Across India,
young people are already leading this change. From using

clay idols and natural colours, eco-friendly Ganesh cel-
ebrations are slowly becoming a new tradition. Many
suburbs in Mumbai and Pune now organise communi-
ty immersions in artificial ponds and tanks, proving that
scale and sustainability do not have to be enemies. This
is not just about saving the environment; it is about align-
ing the festival with the very values Lord Ganesha rep-
resents: wisdom, responsibility, and foresight.

The elephant-headed deity is known as Vighnaharta,
the remover of obstacles. Today, one of the greatest
obstacles humanity faces is the damage we have done
to our planet. So, if we truly wish to honour Lord Ganesha,
we must begin by removing this obstacle through con-
scious choices: reducing waste, recycling, respecting
natural resources, and promoting sustainable lifestyles.
Remember! In truth, worship is not about what we offer
in rituals, but what we practise in life. An idol made of
clay may dissolve in a few hours, but the values we absorb
from Lord Ganesha can last a lifetime. Hence, being eco-
friendly is not a compromise; it is the most authentic way
to live the spirit of Ganesh Chaturthi. As we welcome
Ganpati ji this year, let us carry home not just an idol,
but also an intention: the intention to live with balance,
to protect nature, and to pass on a cleaner, healthier
planet to future generations. That is the truest offering
we can make at the feet of Lord Ganesha.
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foreign investment.
By working to rebuild his and India’s

image, Modi can emphasise a leadership style
that is both sophisticated and approachable,
enhancing India’s standing as an influential
player in global politics. Engaging with inter-
national partners and addressing pressing
global challenges could help solidify his
reputation as a capable leader on multiple
fronts.

The upcoming BRICS summit offers Modi a
unique opportunity to improve both India’s
and his own international image. Significant
efforts are underway to ensure the summit’s
success, reflecting India’s growing influence
and economic potential.

The current economic distress has led to
Modi pursuing initiatives to spur economic
recovery and restore public confidence. By
demonstrating his commitment to con-
fronting these challenges head-on, Modi
aims to reassure voters that he is prepared
to take decisive action to resolve issues affect-
ing the nation’s future.

Modi’s leadership style is characterised by
strong nationalism and decisiveness, which
has earned him a loyal base of supporters.
However, to broaden his appeal, he may need
to present a more inclusive image that
emphasises unity and diversity.

Because state elections are driven by
political planning and strategy, these factors
matter more. Modi is likely to highlight his
government’s achievements in infrastructure
development, digital transformation, welfare
programmes, and improvements in health-
care and education. Showcasing these suc-
cesses can help demonstrate his effectiveness
as a leader and bolster his public image.

To achieve these goals, Modi likely uses a
range of communication strategies, includ-

ing social media, public speeches, and direct
engagement with local issues. His oratory and
direct approach to the public have yielded
results. His messaging often emphasises
empathy, responsiveness, and accountabil-
ity-qualities that resonate deeply with voters,
particularly during challenging times.

In conclusion, Modi’s efforts to rebuild his
public image reflect a multifaceted strategy
to address internal challenges and external
perceptions. By skilfully navigating public sen-
timent, economic realities, and global dynam-
ics, he seeks to strengthen his leadership and
advance his agenda. This comprehensive
approach is essential for any leader who aims
to stay relevant and maintain support in an
ever-evolving political landscape, especially
as he prepares for future electoral challenges.

And above all, no other leader is in sight
who can go beyond his popularity.

Modi’s efforts to rebuild his image reflect
a multifaceted strategy to address both
internal challenges and external percep-
tions. By skilfully navigating public sentiment,
he aims to strengthen his leadership and
advance his agenda. This strategic approach
is essential for any leader who seeks to main-
tain relevance and support in an ever-chang-
ing political landscape.

In next year’s election in Uttar Pradesh (UP),
the BJP must aim to retain control of the state.
Winning elections in other states is also
important. The BJP’s election machinery
operates continuously. Modi should ensure
that the public perceives him as a strong
leader.

The upcoming state elections will present
a significant challenge for the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP). The forthcoming year is
poised to be difficult for both Prime Minister
Modi and the BJP.

Editor’s

When Narendra Modi welcomes Vladimir Putin, Cyril
Ramaphosa, and counterparts from an eleven-nation bloc to
New Delhi on September 12-13, it will mark India’s first
BRICS chairmanship — its most consequential hosting since
the 2023 G20 presidency. The theme — “Building for
Resilience, Innovation, Cooperation and Sustainability” — is
compelling; the agenda is not: reformed multilateralism at
the UN and IMF, balanced trade and smooth services flows
within the bloc, supply chains for semiconductors and critical
minerals, a Startup Innovation Fund, an AI governance
framework, and an Agricultural Trade Conduct Protocol aimed
at food security.

For India, the summit matters less for any single
deliverable than for positioning. Hosting a bloc representing
roughly 40 per cent of global GDP and nearly half of
humanity lets New Delhi frame itself as the Global South’s
pragmatic convenor - present at the table with Beijing and
Moscow, but unwilling to be cast as anti-Western.

The guest list underlines this: India has invited the sitting
chairs of the African Union, ASEAN, CELAC, and the Gulf
Cooperation Council as observers, plus UN Secretary-General
António Guterres as an expected special guest — a roster built
to say New Delhi speaks for the wider developing world, not
just for BRICS.

That distinction matters more this year, as Washington’s
tariff pressure over India’s Russian oil purchases pushes New
Delhi to hedge harder towards Moscow and Beijing while still
resisting a bloc-wide anti-dollar posture.

The talking points to watch: India will push local-currency
settlement and payment-system interoperability, while
rejecting a common BRICS currency that would invite further
American retaliation. Counter-terrorism and terror financing
will get prominent language, a long-standing Indian priority.
And the India-China thaw — seeded at the 2024 Kazan
summit - will be visible.

The complication is that BRICS is not an instrument India
fully controls. Iran and Russia want sharper anti-Western
language than New Delhi is comfortable issuing as chair; the
West Asia conflict had already sunk consensus at May’s
foreign ministers’ meeting; and Saudi Arabia’s ambivalent
participation, alongside Argentina’s withdrawal, shows this is
a looser coalition than the G20 India ran in 2023. Critics have
called the presidency a “crown of thorns” — diplomatic
exposure for uncertain reward.

The likely outcome is not a triumphant joint declaration
but a carefully hedged chair’s statement: sharp language on
trade facilitation, food security, and institutional reform;
softer, vaguer language on Gaza and Ukraine; and modest,
concrete wins such as the innovation fund and a digital-
payments push.

That is India doing what it does best at these forums -
converting it into proof of its own indispensability, without
surrendering strategic autonomy.

The BRICS summit at Delhi offers India a chance
to project itself as the Global South’s convenor

without becoming an anti-Western camp

BRICS: India to balance
Global South and West

New arsenal in Indian armoury
The reported decision by India to acquire the sophisticat-
ed and battle-tested Javelin anti-tank guided missile (ATGM)
system from the United States is significant. The Javelin
is a versatile and highly portable weapon system with
advanced capabilities against armoured targets. Its
induction would strengthen India’s battlefield capabili-
ties. However, the proposed arrangement raises an impor-
tant question about India’s quest for Atmanirbharta in
defence. While the Javelin All-Up Rounds (AURs) are report-
edly to be produced in India through a joint venture involv-
ing the Javelin Joint Venture (JJV) and Tata Advanced
Systems Ltd (TASL), several critical components are
expected to continue to be manufactured in the US.

This means India could remain dependent on the US
for vital technologies and components. Such dependence
could become a constraint during geopolitical tensions
or disruptions in global supply chains.

A more beneficial agreement would include compre-
hensive technology transfer, enabling India to manufac-
ture the complete system domestically. Merely assembling
imported components cannot be equated with genuine
technological self-reliance. The Javelin may strengthen
India’s armoury today, but true strategic strength will come
when India can develop such weapons independently.

THARCIUS S FERNANDO | CHENNAI

UPI charges could undermine trust
Amid the outcry against charging fees for UPI transac-
tions, the Prime Minister has voiced support for
expanding its operational base. The law passed by
Parliament removes the legal barrier to charging
Merchant Discount Rate (MDR). However, it does not
itself notify the rate or begin collection.

Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, replying in the
Rajya Sabha on August 11 when the Bill was returned,
said: “The enabling provision that we are bringing in
today does not impose any tax or transaction charge
on UPI users.” She also said consumers and small mer-
chants would not have to pay MDR charges on UPI trans-
actions and that the MDR framework was yet to be
finalised. Government sources quoted in media reports
said the intent was to allow a small charge only for large
merchants with turnover of more than ̀ 1-1.5 crore and
for transactions above ̀ 2,000, limiting it to about 5 per
cent of all UPI transactions.

The burden could ultimately be shifted to cus-
tomers, creating a trust deficit. UPI’s phenomenal growth
was driven by its being free, and any charge could slow
its adoption. With PhonePe and Google Pay dominat-
ing the market, concerns over costs and foreign own-
ership add to the apprehension.

AG RAJMOHAN |  ANDHRA PRADESH

TAKE

THE UPCOMING
BRICS SUMMIT
OFFERS MODI A

UNIQUE
OPPORTUNITY TO

IMPROVE BOTH
INDIA’S AND HIS

OWN
INTERNATIONAL

IMAGE. SIGNIFICANT
EFFORTS ARE

UNDERWAY TO
ENSURE THE

SUMMIT’S SUCCESS,
REFLECTING INDIA’S

GROWING
INFLUENCE AND

ECONOMIC
POTENTIAL

People perform 'aarti' during the arrival ceremony of Khanbhag Cha Maharaja
for the ‘Ganesh Chaturthi’ festival, at Sangli, Maharashtra PHOTO: PTI

PIC TALK

2ND OPINION

The writer is a spiritual teacher and columnist

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Prime Minister Narendra Modi remains the BJP’s central electoral asset, but signs of voter unease over the economy, jobs and
governance are sharpening the need for political recalibration. With crucial state polls ahead and 2029 on the horizon, Modi

faces the challenge of renewing his appeal without diminishing the strong leadership image that has defined his tenure

Prime Minister Modi: Must he recalibrate?

The writer is a popular
columnist

Time for accountability, not promises
The Satya Niketan hostel collapse was not merely an
accident; it was the predictable result of a system that
repeatedly ignores safety until tragedy strikes. A 50-
year-old building, illegally converted, with load-
bearing walls removed and a waterlogged basement,
should never have been allowed to house students.
Yet it did because inspections exist largely on paper
and enforcement remains weak.

Arresting the landlord and suspending five officials
is not enough. What is needed is independent
inspections, public registries of certified buildings and
genuine accountability for every official who failed
to act. This is not just a Delhi problem. Across India,
millions of students live in illegally converted hostels
that may be unsafe and unchecked. The pattern is
painfully familiar: neglect, tragedy, condolences
and then silence until the next collapse.

Structural audits and safety certificates are useful
only when they are enforced honestly. Parents who
send their children to study in cities deserve to know
that the buildings they live in are safe. Anything less
amounts to criminal negligence.

The time for promises is over. The time for action
is now.

K CHIDANAND KUMAR | BENGALURU

RAJYOGI
BRAHMA

KUMAR
NIKUNJ JI

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi is report-
edly working to improve his public image amid
a complex array of domestic and internation-
al challenges. As a leader in a diverse, populous
nation like India, Modi recognises the impor-
tance of maintaining strong public support. His
commitment to listening to the people he serves
is crucial for fostering trust and ensuring effec-
tive governance.

Recent data from India Today and the CVoter
Mood of the Nation survey show Modi’s popu-
larity has declined to 49 per cent. In compari-
son, opposition leader Rahul Gandhi’s appeal
remains steady at 27 per cent. In electoral pro-
jections, the BJP is expected to lose 24 Lok Sabha
seats, while Congress gains 26, suggesting eco-
nomic issues are at the forefront of voters’ con-
cerns. The fact is, no other leader can replace
him.

Modi is in his third term, and rebranding his
public persona is crucial to addressing voter
concerns. Emphasising economic recovery
and job creation can help restore trust in his
leadership.

Since taking office in 2014, Modi has faced
numerous challenges that have shaped public
perception of his leadership and trust in it. While
his personal popularity has largely remained
intact over the years, he experienced a setback
in 2024 when he fell short of a majority in the
elections.

For the 2029 election, he would lead his party
for the fourth time. Still, his leadership is
under scrutiny, particularly amid significant
hurdles such as economic slowdowns, rising
unemployment, and the devastating impact of
the COVID-19 pandemic. These events have
sparked criticism from opposition parties, eco-
nomic experts and the wider public, fuelling dis-
content among citizens who lost jobs and saw
businesses close during pandemic lockdowns.

Recently, the emergence of the CJP has sur-
prised him and his government.

Booker Prize author Arundhati Roy has
observed, “PM Modi’s image, built over 24 years
at the cost of crores, destroyed in two weeks
by CJP.”

One of Modi’s key objectives is to enhance his
image on the global stage, especially as India
gains prominence in international affairs.
Beyond domestic issues, Modi must also navi-
gate the international arena effectively. As India
continues to rise on the global stage, how he
is perceived internationally will have significant
implications for diplomatic relations and

From idols to ideals: The green message of Ganpati

KALYANI
SHANKAR

We live so entangled with our thoughts, our worries, our
achievements, and our failures, that we often forget there is a
difference between the mind and the one observing it. The
Mundaka Upanishad captures this through a striking image of
two birds seated on the very same tree.

One bird hops from branch to branch, eating the fruits of the
tree, tasting both their sweetness and their bitterness. When
the fruit is sweet, it is thrilled; when bitter, it recoils in distress.
It is restless, constantly reaching for the next fruit, convinced
that satisfaction lies just one branch away. The other bird does
something entirely different. It does not eat. It simply watches,
calm and luminous, untouched by whether the fruit its com-
panion tastes is sweet or sour. It is not indifferent to life, only
unshaken by it.

The eating bird represents the individual self, the ego, the part
of us swept along by every gain and loss, every praise and crit-
icism, every joy and sorrow. The watching bird represents the
true Self, the silent witness that observes the mind's endless activ-
ity without being disturbed by it. 

The Upanishad tells us that true freedom comes when the
eating bird finally turns and sees the still bird beside it, and real-
izes they were never two separate beings at all. Most of us live
entirely as the first bird, hopping restlessly from one experience
to the next, mistaking every reaction for who we are. Today, when
a strong emotion arises, pause for a moment and try to observe
it from a slight distance, as the watching bird would, rather than
being fully consumed by it.

The Self That Watches Itself



The Indian
economy is both
celebrating and
d e b a t i n g
between figures
of 7.8 per cent
and 2.6 per cent
as  the latest
quarter ’s  GDP
growth rate. The
proponents  of
the promising

number are explaining the statistical credibil-
ity of data-crunching techniques, with changes
in methodology and the adoption of a new GDP
series with 2022-23 as the base year. Not to
forget, the IMF handed India a ‘C’ grade for its
macroeconomic tracking metrics in late 2025
due to inconsistencies in base-year calcula-
tions. The focal point of the entire economic
conversation gets reduced to whether one pro-
visional and not even permanent number is
right or wrong. Fascinating short-term figures
are no testament to economic transformation.

India’s aspiration to become a developed
economy by 2047 requires sustained high
growth. Better economic performance is a
package to be assessed in terms of not just the
growth rate but also related macroeconomic
parameters, including investment, manufactur-

ing,  employment
opportunities, curren-
cy value, and others,
which, ironically, do
not complement the
high GDP numbers.
India still suffers from
a slow increase in
private and foreign
investment .  The
World Bank estimates
that between 2012
and 2023,  China
accounted for nearly
one-third  of  FDI
flowing to develop-
ing economies, while
Brazil received about
10 per cent and India
about 6 per cent.
India’s share in global
exports  has  been
stagnant for years, and the rupee witnessed its
fastest devaluation in nearly a decade, losing
11 per cent in 2025-26.

Assessing the employment situation in
India, youth unemployment reached a 15-
month high in June 2026, with urban youth
unemployment at 18.2 per cent and young
women at 20 per cent. In 2025, only 23.6 per

cent of the workforce held a regular wage or
salaried job, earning between `18,000 and
`24,000 on average; 56.2 per cent were self-
employed, and 20.2 per cent were casual
labourers, earning between `315 per day for
female workers and `455 for males. India has
a large share of tiny firms managing with casual
labour, paying below-median wages and

maintaining an unorgan-
ised structure of employ-
ment. A well-employed
structure  requires
workers to move from
low-productivity farms
and household enter-
prises into industry and
reach larger markets. If
India is to convert its
demographic advantage
into a genuine demo-
graphic  dividend,  i t
needs investment that
generates jobs and raises
productivity. GDP can
rise through several
channels, but sustain-
able  development
requires  a  stronger
investment-to-employ-
ment-to-income cycle.

An even more relevant issue is how effective-
ly GDP numbers are converted into better lives.
A country can record impressive economic
growth while its citizens continue to struggle
with deprivation. India needs to move beyond
simple numbers to understand what it is
delivering to its citizens.

We struggle in terms of meeting global stan-

dards of basic amenities and social indicators,
including education, healthcare, inequality and
poverty. The Economic Survey 2025-26 and the
latest NITI Aayog assessment recognise edu-
cation and health, employment and skill
development, rural development, investment
and infrastructure as central components of
India’s economic transformation.

The latest UNDP Human Development Report
places India at 130th among 193 countries. Even
today, only 63 per cent of the population is
reported to have access to safely managed san-
itation services. Urbanisation brings another
challenge: cities are becoming engines of
economic activity, but congestion, waste, pol-
lution and inadequate public infrastructure can
undermine the very productivity that urbani-
sation is expected to create. While investment
in building new physical infrastructure is not
lacking, maintenance is starkly overlooked, as
it is politically less visible.

India’s development challenge becomes
clearer when we look beyond GDP and the size
of the economy and focus on how much
better we are growing in terms of quality of life
and sustainable numbers.

Bharat is a land of great saints and sages. It is the land
where great souls, with the light of their wisdom, illu-
minated their surroundings and spread their teachings
to the far corners of the world. This light of wisdom
brought a qualitative change to the lives of 
billions of people. 

A renowned name among these luminaries is Swami
Vivekananda. He is the one who, through his deeds and
ideas, renewed the ancient idea of ‘Vishwa Bandhutva’
across the globe and granted it a tangible shape.

Swami Ji drew the inspiration to lead this holy task from
the profound teachings of his guru, Swami Ramakrishna Paramhansa, whose entire life
was dedicated to the service of mankind. ‘Nar Seva-Narayan Seva’ was the supreme ideal
of his life. This highest ideal was fully embraced and lived by his great disciple Vivekananda,
who made it his life’s motto. The disciple invested all his spiritual power in realising
his guru’s goal to its fullest potential.

Swami Vivekananda, along with other close disciples of his guru, founded the
Ramakrishna Math on May 1, 1897 with the aim of propagating and materialising the
teachings and vision of their master. This became a great centre of religious and spir-
itual activities, where people from diverse backgrounds could experience a spiritual
atmosphere conducive to enlightenment. Simultaneously, Swami Vivekananda
founded the Ramakrishna Mission. The Mission is dedicated to fulfilling Samajik Sarokar
(social responsibility) and Samajik Seva (social service). It focuses on uplifting the quality
of life for ordinary men and women by offering cultural, educational and medical assis-
tance based on the foundational principles and highest ideals of Sanatan Dharma.

Swami Vivekananda possessed an unmatched personality. As a man of action, he led
various outstanding initiatives throughout his life, but his rarest achievement was preach-
ing Vedantic teachings to the entire world. He
was the one who most judiciously propagated
this ancient philosophy in the 19th century. His
works were rooted in rationality and logic, and
carried a deep touch of humanity. Vivekananda
was a sincere and captivating figure; his vision
and mission fascinated commoners whenever
he visited public spaces. His electrifying ideas,
passionate gestures, and charismatic aura
exerted an immense influence on the masses.
In 1893, he travelled to Chicago for the Parliament
of the World’s Religions. On 11 September, he
addressed this international conference, which
delegates from various religious sects attend-
ed. Swami Ji was the representative of Bharat
and Hindutva. He began his speech with the
iconic words, “Sisters and Brothers of America...”
He was not only deeply appreciated by the audi-
ence but also received a massive mark of respect.
This not only established an affable relationship with his listeners but also set him apart
from the crowd. The core philosophy behind these mesmerising words was inspired
and driven by the Advaita Vedanta tradition of Indian philosophy. The Sanskrit term Advaita
refers to the non-dualistic nature of reality. This term is extensively discussed in Hindu
scriptures to explain the unity between Jiva (the individual soul) and Brahman (the cosmic
soul). This philosophy of Advaita teaches us the idea of oneness and the unity of the
self. Popular philosophical texts like the Vivekachudamani and Brahmagyanavali Mala
beautifully define this notion:

“Brahma Satyam Jagan-mithya Jivo-Brahmaiva naparah”
This means that Brahman alone is real, the world is illusory, and the individual soul

(Jiva) is none other than Brahman. The famous Upanishadic Mahavakya (grand pronounce-
ment), “Aham Brahmasmi”, also refers to the unity of the individual self with Brahman,
the Universal Absolute. Through these verses, it is entirely clear that the supreme entity
exists commonly and universally in each and every creature of this universe. Therefore,
we must think of unity, speak of unity, and act in unity. Swami Vivekananda delivered
this great message of Vedantic Darshana to the world. Wherever he travelled as a
Parivrajaka (wandering monk), he preached the idea of universal brotherhood, which
lies at the core of Hindu Sanskriti (culture). The ancient shastras of Sanatan Dharma elab-
orate on this idea of oneness in every entity of the universe. The ancient Indian text
Hitopadesha articulates this beautifully through the verse:

Ayam nijah paroveti ganana laghuchetasam
Udaracharitanam tu vasudhaiva kutumbakam
This literally means that only narrow-minded people perceive things through a dis-

criminatory outlook, whereas broad-minded people view the entire world as one family.
Swami Vivekananda was a man of broad vision who always cast aside the notions of
duality and saw an instinctive uniformity in everyone. In his speeches and letters, he
drew attention to the significance of Advaita Darshana, which highlights the unique-
ness of oneness in every man, woman, and creature, beyond the barriers of caste, class,
and creed. He emphasised universal brotherhood for the betterment of the world and
its people. His memorable speech at the Parliament of the World’s Religions underlined
incredible ideas such as brotherhood, tolerance, and acceptance. He received a stand-
ing ovation for his vision of religious harmony and the essence of humanity; consequent-
ly, his approach made a profound impact on the Western world.

Swami Vivekananda had a great vision for India; he viewed the society and surround-
ings of his nation with a practical attitude. He journeyed across India, covering differ-
ent regions and sections of society, where he observed various problems in the lives
of ordinary people. He identified poverty, starvation, illiteracy, and poor health condi-
tions as the major challenges facing Indian society. As a true genius, he realised that
one cannot accept or pursue a spiritual path under such miserable conditions. Therefore,
with the motto “Atmano mokshartham jagat hitaya cha” (For one’s own liberation and
for the welfare of the world), he stood up to transform the lives of India’s underprivi-
leged sections. He led this venture under the umbrella of the Ramakrishna Mission, which
even today works in education, healthcare, disaster relief, and other humanitarian activ-
ities across the country. The work of the Ramakrishna Mission inculcates the values of
kindness and compassion within us and celebrates the Upanishadic assertion of “Tena
tyaktena bhunjitha” (Find your enjoyment through renunciation). 

Thus, these great ideals of service and sacrifice form the core of Bharatiya Chintan
Parampara (Indian thought tradition), which continually illuminates the world with
a ray of hope-a ray that is bringing a drastic change all around. May these eminent
ideas of Swami Ji always give us the true strength
to overcome the weaknesses within us, as he
himself beautifully said:“Strength is life, weak-
ness is death!”
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borders and resources, and governments used maps to define
political space. Yet the Mercator projection was created primar-
ily for navigation, and its technical value remains undeniable.
The important point is that the world has changed while the
visual convention has remained remarkably persistent. The Equal
Earth projection offers a different approach, preserving the rel-
ative areas of continents more accurately. Africa appears larger,
South America gains its geographical weight and Asia’s enor-
mous scale becomes more apparent. No flat map can eliminate
distortion, but Equal Earth is better suited to comparing con-
tinental size.

India’s support for the resolution reflects this wider Global
South context. New Delhi has backed greater cartographic accu-
racy while emphasising that different maps serve different pur-
poses. The principle is not simply to replace Mercator with Equal
Earth, but to use the projection most appropriate to the purpose.

The United States, the only country to vote against the res-
olution, criticised the initiative as unnecessary while the world
faces wars, economic crises, climate change and migration. But
if maps are among the first tools through which people learn
about the world, representation matters. It shapes perception
and how people understand their place in the world.

The UN resolution therefore should not be interpreted as the
death of the Mercator projection. It is better understood as a
challenge to its universal dominance. Mercator will remain useful
for specific navigational purposes. The resolution asks govern-
ments, educational institutions and international organisations
to give greater consideration to equal-area projections when
geographical size is the subject being represented. That is a
modest technical change on paper, but it carries a larger sym-
bolic message. The world of the twenty-first century is no longer
the world of sixteenth-century sailing ships. Satellites can pho-
tograph the Earth, computers can model it in three dimensions
and digital platforms can switch between projections instant-
ly. There is little reason to pretend that one centuries-old pro-
jection must serve every modern purpose.

The real significance of the vote lies in the fact that the Global
South is increasingly questioning not only the distribution of
economic and political power, but also the systems through
which knowledge about the world has been produced and com-
municated. Africa is not becoming larger because of this res-
olution. Europe is not becoming smaller. The geographical facts
have never changed. What is changing is the representation
of those facts. The new map simply asks people to see Africa
as large as Africa really is, South America as large as South
America really is and Asia in proportion to its enormous geo-
graphical reality.

The debate also offers a lesson in humility. There is no perfect
world map. Every projection involves choices. The important
thing is to recognise those choices instead of treating a par-
ticular map as an unquestionable picture of reality. The Mercator
projection was a masterpiece for navigation. Equal Earth is
better suited to showing relative land area. Other projections
will remain useful for climate studies, aviation, regional
mapping and many other purposes. The future of cartography
should therefore be plural rather than uniform, accurate rather
than inherited. For the Global South, this is ultimately about
more than cartography. 

It is about visibility and correcting a visual imbalance repeat-
ed so often that it came to look natural. The UN vote gives that
argument an international platform. A map cannot redistrib-
ute power, but it can change how people understand it. “If the
picture of the world is distorted, our understanding of the world
will be distorted too.” That is the larger message behind this
seemingly unusual UN resolution. The Earth has not changed
since Mercator drew his map nearly five centuries ago. Our tech-
nology has changed, our geopolitics has changed and the Global
South’s voice has grown louder. Now the cartographic picture
is being asked to catch up with reality. The world is not being
redrawn; the way we see the world is.

UN votes to redraw the world:
Global South to get its true size
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Swami Vivekananda’s

Vision of Oneness

The GDP mirage: What India’s growth numbers don’t tell us

“A map is not just a picture
of the world; it is a picture
of how we understand
the world.” That idea has
acquired a new signifi-
cance at the United
Nations, where the
General Assembly has
overwhelmingly backed
a resolution calling for a
more accurate represen-

tation of the size of the world’s continents. In a remark-
able vote, 164 countries supported the resolution, the
United States voted against it and six countries abstained.
Led by Togo, with the backing of the African Union, the
initiative seeks to correct the distortions created by the
world map that generations have grown up with. Africa
is set to appear much closer to its actual size, while Europe
and North America will lose some of the visual promi-
nence they acquire on the familiar Mercator projection.
What appears at first to be a technical debate among car-
tographers has therefore become something much
bigger: a statement from the Global South that the map
of the world should reflect the world as it actually exists. 

The resolution promotes the wider use of equal-area
map projections, including the Equal Earth projection,
developed in 2018. The purpose is not to declare one map
the only correct map, nor does the resolution ban the cen-
turies-old Mercator projection. It encourages the use of
projections that preserve the relative area of continents
when the purpose is to understand their actual geograph-
ical size. That distinction matters because every flat map
of a spherical Earth involves some distortion. The real ques-
tion is what a map chooses to preserve and what it chooses
to distort. The Mercator projection preserves angles and
directions, which made it exceptionally useful for navi-
gation. Equal-area projections give priority to preserving
the relative size of landmasses. In an age of satellites, GPS
and digital cartography, the world no longer needs to
depend on one projection for every purpose.

The Mercator map has a remarkable history. Flemish
cartographer Gerardus Mercator introduced it in 1569,
when European ships were venturing across oceans in
search of new trade routes and territories. His objective
was not to create a map that accurately compared the
size of continents. It was to help sailors navigate. By pre-
serving angles and directions, Mercator produced a rev-
olutionary tool for maritime navigation. The map served
its original purpose brilliantly. The difficulty came when
a map created for sailors gradually became the most famil-
iar visual representation of the entire planet. A naviga-
tion chart was transformed into a picture through which
generations of schoolchildren came to understand the
world. The distortion becomes obvious when we compare
Greenland with Africa. On a conventional Mercator map,
Greenland can appear almost as large as Africa. In reality,
Africa is roughly 14 times larger than Greenland. The reason
is mathematical. As the spherical Earth is projected onto
a flat surface, areas become increasingly enlarged
towards the poles. Greenland, located close to the
Arctic, is therefore dramatically exaggerated, while
Africa, much closer to the Equator, appears considerably
smaller than its actual area. Europe and North America
also acquire a greater visual size, while Africa and South
America are compressed. The map is not “wrong” in the
sense that Mercator failed at his original task. It becomes
misleading when people use it to compare the actual geo-
graphical size of continents.

This is where the new UN initiative acquires its politi-
cal and cultural significance. For the Global South, the
problem is not merely that Africa looks smaller on a class-
room map. Maps influence the imagination. Children
encounter the world first through maps before they learn
about population, resources, economic power or politi-
cal influence. What appears large can unconsciously
appear important; what appears small can seem periph-
eral. A cartographic distortion can therefore become a dis-
tortion of perception. The African argument is that a con-
tinent whose geographical reality is immense should not
continue to be visually diminished simply because a six-
teenth-century navigation system became the standard
image of the world.

Togo’s initiative, supported by the African Union,
reflects a broader effort to challenge inherited systems
of representation. The resolution highlights the education-
al, cultural, political, social and economic consequences
of distorted maps. The underlying argument is powerful:
geographical representation is not politically neutral when
the same visual distortion is repeated for generations.

The history of cartography demonstrates the relation-
ship between maps and power. Empires mapped terri-
tories they controlled, colonial administrations mapped
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The UN’s overwhelming backing for a more accurate map of the world may look like a cartographic correction.
But behind the push to reduce Mercator’s dominance lies a larger Global South challenge to 

inherited ways of representing geography, power and place
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India’s ambitions of becoming a global digital power rest on 
an infrastructure paradox. The country has embraced 
cheap data, built one of the world’s largest online 
populations and is rapidly expanding its data-centre 

capacity. It now speaks confidently of artificial intelligence, 
digital public infrastructure and technological sovereignty. Yet a 
significant part of the physical network connecting this digital 
economy to the world remains concentrated, ageing and 
dependent on capabilities India does not control. This is not a 
hypothetical weakness. International data does not travel 
through satellites floating harmlessly above geopolitical 
tensions. Almost all of it moves through fibre-optic cables laid 
across the ocean floor. Damage to these cables is commonplace, 
caused by anchors, fishing activity, natural events and 
equipment failures. Deliberate sabotage has become an 
additional concern as geopolitical competition increasingly 
extends to critical infrastructure. 

India’s particular problem is concentration. A large share of 
its westward international connectivity comes ashore within a 
small stretch of Mumbai’s coastline. Networks can reroute 
traffic when individual cables fail, but redundancy should not 
be confused with resilience. Rerouting can degrade 
performance, increase costs and place pressure on alternative 
routes. For an economy increasingly dependent on real-time 
financial transactions, cloud computing and AI applications, 
even partial disruption can have consequences far beyond an 
inconvenience to internet users. The more revealing 
vulnerability lies in India’s inability to repair its own subsea 
cables. A fault in Indian waters can require foreign repair 
vessels to be deployed from hubs such as Dubai or Singapore, 
followed by regulatory permissions to operate. This exposes a 
familiar weakness in India’s approach to infrastructure: 
enormous attention to construction and expansion, but 
insufficient planning for maintenance, resilience and 
emergency response. The mismatch could become more 
serious as India builds data centres at remarkable speed.  

 Computing capacity can be installed relatively quickly; 
international connectivity cannot. Planning and laying 
submarine cables takes years, while landing stations involve a 
maze of approvals across multiple ministries and agencies. If 
the physical arteries of the digital economy expand more slowly 
than the demand placed upon them, India could create 
impressive computing capacity without ensuring equally 
reliable connections to global networks. 

The answer is not technological nationalism. India need not 
own every cable connecting it to the world. But it must reduce 
excessive geographic concentration, create more landing points, 
simplify approvals and develop domestic repair capability. 
Island territories and both coastlines offer opportunities for 
greater route diversity. Digital sovereignty is often discussed in 
terms of data localisation, domestic platforms and indigenous 
AI. But sovereignty also has a more prosaic physical meaning. A 
country aspiring to be a digital power must be able to protect, 
maintain and rapidly repair the infrastructure on which its 
digital future depends. India’s internet revolution may be visible 
on billions of screens. Its greatest vulnerability, for now, remains 
hidden beneath the sea. 

Punjab, the land of revolutions, is 
approaching another election with 
a familiar problem ~ it has plenty of 
Chief Minister aspirants, plenty of 

political activity, and remarkably little 
evidence of a new political idea. With State 
Assembly Election approaching, all major 
parties appear increasingly preoccupied 
with themselves. Factionalism, dissidence, 
rival camps and leadership ambitions 
dominate political discourse across the 
spectrum. That would be merely tiresome 
were Punjab not confronting a formidable 
collection of problems. 

Its agricultural model is straining under 
the weight of groundwater depletion, abject 
soil degradation, and economic stagnation. 
Its industrial towns like Ludhiana or Rajpura 
have lost the dynamism that once made 
them synonymous with enterprise. Its young 
people increasingly look abroad for opportunity. 
Its public finances leave little room for grand 
experiments. And Punjab has yet to produce 
a convincing account of what its economy 
should look like after the era of wheat, rice, 
and remittances. 

The 2026–27 budget projects a revenue 
deficit of Rs 21,955 crore and a fiscal deficit 
of Rs 39,971 crore, or 4.1 per cent of GSDP. 
Agriculture is expected to contract by 2.5 
per cent. These figures ought to be the raw 
material for a political renaissance. Instead, 
they have become the backdrop to an 
increasingly inward-looking politics. 

Punjab’s political parties seem to have 
discovered that the easiest election to contest 
is the one against their own colleagues. 
Congress has rival camps and competing 
ambitions. The BJP is trying to consolidate 
itself after its separation from the Shiromani 
Akali Dal. The Akalis are fighting to recover 
lost political space. The Aam Aadmi Party, 
once the insurgent outsider, is now defending 
its record while managing its own pressures 
(including defections). 

The spectacle increasingly resembles an 
American primary, except there is no primary. 
Aspiring leaders campaign against their 
colleagues, cultivate factions, and position 
themselves for the nomination while the 
electorate waits for someone to explain what 
happens after the election. 

There is an even more remarkable feature 

i.e., unbelievable ideological elasticity. 
Parties that spend months denouncing 

one another can discover, with astonishing 
speed, reasons to share a platform when 
arithmetic demands it. The renewed speculation 
about a possible SAD-BJP alliance is merely 
the latest reminder of how fluid Punjab’s 
political calculations have become. 

The permutations are almost mathematical 
~ Akalis with BJP, Congress with AAP, AAP 
with Akalis, combinations before polling 
and combinations after it. The only fixed 
principle seems to be that nothing is 
fixed. There is, in other words, no obvious 
“party with a difference”. The parties 
increasingly resemble one another in the 
one respect that matters most to their 
leaders ~ the pursuit of power. 

Ideology is negotiable. Loyalties are 
portable. Poaching has become routine. 
Political opponents can become coalition 
partners with remarkable speed. 

The question is less What should 
Punjab become? than Who gets to run 
it? Punjab once had a remarkably clear 
sense of purpose. The Green Revolution 
transformed its agriculture and helped 
transform India. Its farmers became 
central to national food security. Ludhiana 
and other industrial centres developed 
formidable clusters of engineering, bicycles, 
textiles, machine tools and manufacturing. 
Its young men filled the armed forces 
and other uniformed services. Its people 
acquired a reputation for enterprise and 
confidence. That confidence has weakened. 

The most disturbing sign may not be any 
single statistic but the changing aspirations 
of the young. For an earlier generation, the 
dream was to become a soldier, officer, 
doctor, engineer, sportsperson, entrepreneur 
or professional and to build a life in Punjab. 

Increasingly, the dream seems simpler - 
Get qualified, get out. 

Migration is not inherently a failure. 
Punjab's diaspora is one of its greatest assets. 
But when a state exports a disproportionate 
share of its young, educated and ambitious 
citizens because they see better prospects 
elsewhere, the problem becomes developmental. 

A state can survive the departure of some 
of its people. It cannot indefinitely survive 
the departure of its aspirations. 

All this should provide fertile ground for 
political parties to abandon tired scripts 
and offer something genuinely progressive. 

There is plenty to campaign about e.g., 
how to diversify agriculture without im- 
poverishing farmers; restore groundwater; 
revive Ludhiana and other industrial centres; 
attract new manufacturing and services; 
improve universities and skills; increase 
women’s participation in the economy, and 
turn the diaspora into a source of investment 

and knowledge rather than 
merely an exit route.  

And there is the largest 
question of all ~ how to do 
this while carrying a heavy 
fiscal burden? These problems 
cannot be solved by another 
electricity subsidy, cash 
transfer or slogan. Yet freebies 
are politically irresistible 
precisely because structural 
reform is not.  

A transfer can be announced 
at a rally. Building a new 
industrial ecosystem takes 
years. A subsidy fits neatly 
into a manifesto. Reforming 
agriculture requires political 
courage. Punjab therefore 
risks a vicious circle: Weak 
growth → demand for transfers 
→ less fiscal space → less 

productive investment → weaker growth. 
At some point, the state risks becoming 

very good at distributing the proceeds of an 
economy it has stopped rebuilding. 

This is where comparison with an earlier 
Punjab becomes painful. Whatever their 
shortcomings, leaders such as Pratap Singh 
Kairon and Parkash Singh Badal belonged 
to a political tradition in which personal 
relationships could survive political  
disagreement and public purpose could 
sometimes rise above partisan calculation. 

They understood that politics was a 
contest between competing visions, not 
necessarily permanent personal warfare. 

That tradition now seems distant. 
Today’s political class appears increasingly 

skilled at faction management, defections, 
tactical alliances and political positioning. 
It is much harder to identify an equivalent 

sense of long-term mission. 
Yet Punjab needs precisely that. 
It needs leaders prepared to tell farmers 

uncomfortable truths about water and 
cropping patterns; industrialists what must 
change to compete; young people why 
staying can be worthwhile; voters why every 
promise has a cost; and politicians themselves 
that public money cannot indefinitely 
substitute for public policy. 

That requires political courage and patience 
~ qualities that sit awkwardly with the 
obsession with the next election. 

Punjab is, after all, the ancient land of 
revolutionaries. Its history is crowded with 
people prepared to challenge established 
authority, accept sacrifice and imagine 
something larger than themselves. Its political 
culture was once animated by the conviction 
that public life could transform society. 

The irony today is almost cruel - the land 
of revolutionaries is being consumed by its 
own “revolutionary” leadership! 

The parties still speak the language of 
change. The slogans remain grand. But 
beneath the noise is a striking absence of 
ambition for anything beyond political 
survival. Perhaps the real revolution  
Punjab needs is therefore not another  
party, another leader or another rearrangement 
of alliances. 

It is a clean break with a political culture 
in which power has become an end in  
itself; ideology can be exchanged for  
arithmetic; personal ambition overwhelms 
public purpose, and parties that have spent 
months attacking one another can  
discover a common cause when the numbers 
require it. 

The silver lining is difficult to see. But 
perhaps it lies outside the political class. 

Punjab’s electorate has repeatedly shown 
that it can surprise its politicians. Great 
political changes rarely come from comfortable 
establishments. They come when ordinary 
people decide that the existing arrangement 
no longer represents their aspirations.  

The question now is whether that instinct 
can return. Punjab does not need politicians 
clever enough merely to win the next election. 
It needs leaders ambitious enough to make 
Punjab itself the object of their ambition. 
That would be a revolution worth having.

The conflict between Russia and 
Ukraine, now in its fifth year, has 
only intensified over time, fueled 
by the continuous military support 

from different parties, particularly NATO. 
The West has also implemented multiple 
rounds of sanctions against Russia, aiming 
to force its capitulation. However, these 
sanctions have not achieved their intended 
effect. Instead, the conflict persists. As 
Slovak Prime Minister Robert Fico rightly 
pointed out in a video address on Facebook 
on Saturday, the United States and its allies 
“naively believed that through Ukraine ~ 
and its full political, military and financial 
support ~ they could bring hated Russia to 
its knees”. Fico’s observation echoes the 
reality that instead of ending the crisis, the 
help extended to Ukraine has prolonged it. 

The latest meeting between Russian 
President Vladimir Putin and US envoys 
Steve Witkoff and Jared Kushner, at the 
Kremlin on Saturday, therefore, represented 

a critical moment for reassessing the 
strategies employed by the West. 

The Kremlin announced that the talks 
were “substantive, constructive and extremely 
frank”, during which Putin reaffirmed 
Russia's readiness to continue joint work 
with the US in search of political and 
diplomatic solutions to the crisis and once 
again emphasized the necessity 
of eliminating all root causes 
of the conflict.  

While any dialogue aimed 
at ending the conflict is to be 
welcomed, a genuine resolution 
that will pave the way to peace 
has to look beyond the immediate 
battlefield and address the 
deeper historical and geopolitical realities 
that have fueled this crisis. 

From the Russian perspective, the Ukraine 
crisis is a culmination of a long-standing 
security dilemma. Central to this is the 
repeated expansion of NATO, which Russia 

has consistently viewed as a significant 
threat to its security. 

Ultimately, the path to peace lies in 
political negotiations, not in the perpetuation 
of the fighting or sanctions. That both 
Russia and Ukraine have ordered a 72-hour 
temporary ceasefire during the Moscow 
talks shows that both are inclined to 

de-escalation if a path can be agreed. 
Russia and Ukraine have both 

displayed remarkable tenacity, but 
that is all the more reason to stop this 
grinding crisis ~ a conflict that the 
whole world is footing the bill for. The 
fighting cannot be allowed to continue 
simply because both sides refuse to 
yield. Although Ukraine’s defense 

production capacity is rapidly growing, 
with US capabilities now stretched by the 
Middle East crisis, the US administration 
is increasingly inclined toward withdrawing 
military aid to Ukraine and pushing for 
negotiations. Meanwhile, European support 

for Ukraine faces uncertainty due to 
tightening budgets and internal divisions. 

In the interests of peace, the renewed 
US involvement in mediating the Russia-Ukraine 
conflict should be conducted in earnest. 
That means encouraging Russia and Ukraine 
to come to the negotiating table, addressing 
the root causes of this crisis, and working 
toward a balanced, effective and sustainable 
security architecture for Europe.  

China has consistently adhered to the 
direction of a political settlement to the 
Ukraine crisis and has maintained contact 
with relevant parties for an early end to 
the crisis. On Tuesday, China’s deputy 
permanent representative to the United 
Nations, Sun Lei, called on the parties to 
the Russia-Ukraine conflict and the wider 
international community to step up efforts 
toward a ceasefire and a political settlement, 
warning that continued fighting is causing 
mounting civilian casualties and wider 
spillover effects.

Germany’s political establishment has spent years 
treating Alternative für Deutschland as a problem that 
could be contained by isolation. Saxony-Anhalt 
suggests that strategy is approaching its limits. The 

AfD’s emphatic victory in the eastern German state has not 
given it an outright parliamentary majority. Yet that may make 
the result more politically consequential, not less. The party has 
won enough support to claim a mandate while leaving its 
opponents with the awkward responsibility of preventing the 
largest party from governing. Germany’s celebrated Brandmauer 
~ the political firewall against cooperation with the far right ~ is 
now facing its most serious practical test.  

The dilemma cannot be dismissed simply by invoking 
democratic arithmetic. Elections determine representation; they 
do not oblige parties to form governments with ideological 
opponents. Mainstream German parties have legitimate reasons 
for refusing cooperation with an organisation whose regional 
branches have been classified by domestic intelligence 
authorities as right-wing extremist. But neither can the political 
meaning of such a large vote be wished away. A firewall is an 
instrument of containment, not a substitute for politics. It can 
keep a party outside government; it cannot explain why voters 
increasingly put it first. That is the uncomfortable message for 
Chancellor Friedrich Merz and Germany’s mainstream 
centre-right. The CDU has tried to compete with the AfD by 
toughening its language on immigration while maintaining an 
absolute prohibition on cooperation. Saxony-Anhalt indicates 
that this balancing act may be failing.  

Voters seeking a harder alternative appear increasingly 
inclined to choose the original rather than a moderated 
imitation. The danger for Germany’s established parties lies in 
confusing exclusion with defeat. If the AfD remains 
permanently shut out despite repeatedly winning or dominating 
elections, it can continue presenting itself as the victim of an 
insulated political establishment. Every blocked path to power 
can become further evidence for its central argument: that the 
system listens to voters only when they vote for approved 
parties. Conversely, bringing the AfD into government would 
expose it to a challenge it has largely avoided. Protest politics 
thrives on identifying failure; governing requires accepting 
responsibility for difficult trade-offs. Control of a state 
administration, policing and education would test whether the 
party’s promises can survive contact with institutional and 
constitutional constraints. 

This is why Saxony-Anhalt matters beyond one relatively 
small eastern state. Across Europe, nationalist parties are 
moving from the margins towards the centre of electoral politics. 
The question confronting established democracies is no longer 
merely how to condemn them, but how to respond when 
millions of voters demonstrably prefer them. Germany’s history 
gives its political firewall a particular moral and historical 
weight. But history alone cannot provide an electoral strategy. 
The defence of democratic institutions requires more than a 
refusal to cooperate with those regarded as hostile to them. It 
also requires understanding why confidence in established 
parties has eroded so profoundly. Saxony-Anhalt has exposed 
the weakness of a strategy built principally around keeping AfD 
out. The firewall may still be standing. Whether the political 
foundations beneath it remain secure is another matter.

Hidden vulnerability 

The  Firewall

Punjab’s diaspora is one of its 
greatest assets. But when a state 
exports a disproportionate 
share of its young, educated and 
ambitious citizens because they 
see better prospects elsewhere, 
the problem becomes 
developmental. A state can 
survive the departure of some of 
its people. It cannot indefinitely 
survive the departure of its 
aspirations
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Participation 
Sir,  With reference to “Silent crisis of our 

time” (September 7), loneliness should be 
treated as a public concern rather than a 
private failing. Its effects are often hidden 
among older people, migrants, students and 
those living in crowded cities. Government 
programmes can help, but neighbourhoods, 
schools, workplaces and families must also 
create regular opportunities for genuine 
interaction. Community centres, libraries 
and parks should be designed as welcoming 
shared spaces, not merely as facilities.  

Doctors and teachers need basic training 
to recognise social isolation and guide people 
towards support. Digital platforms can 
maintain contact, but they cannot replace 
companionship or attentive listening. Resident 
associations and voluntary groups could 
organise intergenerational activities at modest 
cost. Small, consistent acts of inclusion may 

prevent loneliness from becoming a deeper 
social and health crisis. A connected society 
requires participation, not just communication. 

Yours, etc., Pon. Arun Kumar, 
Tirupur, 7 September. 

 

Bengali 
Sir, The announcement by Chief Minister 

Suvendhu Adhikari to make Bengali compulsory 
in all official government work is both timely 
and welcome. If implemented in letter and 
spirit, it could mark a historic turning point 
in the administrative history of West Bengal. 
Similar promises were made during the Left 
Front regime, but they failed to translate 
into meaningful action.  

Bengali and English have traditionally 
been the principal official languages of the 
state, with Nepali enjoying recognition in 
the hills. During the previous government, 
several other languages ~ including Hindi, 

Urdu, Odia, Telugu, Punjabi and Santali - 
were accorded official status. There is nothing 
wrong with respecting linguistic diversity. 
Indeed, every language deserves dignity and 
recognition. But this should not come at the 
cost of Bengali, the mother tongue of the 
majority of the state’s people and an integral 
part of Bengal’s cultural identity. Across 
India, states have successfully strengthened 
the use of their own languages in administration. 
West Bengal, too, must move decisively in 
that direction.  

Yours, etc., Babul Chattopadhyay 
Kolkata, 6 September. 

 

South�s stand 
Sir, Time has come for the south to assert 

itself and make a firm stand on delimitation. 
It cannot accept any diminution of its political 
representation and voice. Political representation 
for all regions that is rightfully theirs is vitally 

important for people to feel a sense of 
belonging to the nation and a sense of 
empowerment as citizens. Just as supremacy 
cannot be claimed on the basis of religion, 
caste and language, it cannot be claimed on 
the basis of region. Each region contributes 
to nation building in its own way and enriches 
the nation with its own art, literature and 
other creative endeavours. The point is that 
all regions are equally important and federalism 
is the key to the convergence of regional and 
national interests.   

People of the Hindi heartland tend to 
think that other parts of the country are 
peripheral regions and adopt a ‘more Indian 
than thou’ attitude. In our democracy all are 
equal, some cannot be more equal. Delimitation 
should not cause people of any region to feel 
a sense of denial of their due representation, 
or of alienation. 

Yours, etc., G. David Milton, 
Maruthancode, 3 September. 



AN EARLY MEETING? 

MINERS WILLING 
TO LOSE ON WAGES 
(BRITISH OFFICIAL WIRELESS.)  
RUGBY, SEPT. 

THOUGH no official statement has been 
issued regarding last night’s meeting of the 
miners’ leaders with Mr. Winston Churchill 
and members of the Cabinet Coal Committee, 
it is stated in Government circles to-day that 
Mr. Churchill’s object is to prepare the way for 
a three-party coal conference that would have 
some prospect of succeeding, and he desired 
to ascertain from the miners further details 
regarding their attitude to hours and wages. 

It is unofficially stated that the miners’ 
leaders, while still objecting to longer hours, 
were willing to make substantial wage 
sacrifices for a settlement on a national 
basis. Hopes are entertained in Government 
circles that it will be possible to hold a 
tripartite conference of representatives of 
the Government coal-owners, and the miners 
sometime next week. 

 

RIVER BATTLE 

BRITISH GUNBOAT 
TO THE RESCUE 
LONDON, SEPT.  

AN authoritative account of the incident 
at Wanhsien shows that Chinese soldiers 
boarded the British steamer Wanliu, forty 
miles below Wanhsien, on August 29 and 
rushed the bridge. The ships’ officers drove 
off the Chinese soldiers from the bridge. 
Meanwhile a sampan full of soldiers, which 
was trying to come alongside the Wanliu 
was fouled by another boat and sunk. 

Chinese soldiers on board the Wanliu then 
threatened to kill the captain and remained 
on board till the vessel arrived at Wanhsien, 
where H. M. S. Cockchafer turned off the 
soldiers. On August 30 General Yang Sen 
seized two other vessels belonging to the same 
British Company and placed 300 soldiers 
aboard them. The ships were anchored alongside 
the Cockchafer, which was heavily outnumbered. 

The British Consul at Chungking, under 
instructions from the British Minister at Peking, 
proceeded to Wanhsien and made conciliatory 
proposals, but Yang Sen was defiant. 

Finally H. M. S. Widgeon and the merchant 
steamer Kiawo, manned by a naval detachment, 
attempted to release the two steamers on 
September 5. They were assailed by a very 
heavy field gun and rifle fire, to which they 
replied. They eventually retired.—Reuter. 

 

ALLEGED CONSPIRACY 

EX-U. S. ATTORNEY- 
GENERAL ON TRIAL 
NEW YORK, SEPT. 

THE trial opened here to-day of Henry 
Daugherty, ex-Attorney-General, and Thomas 
Miller, ex-Alien Property Custodian, who are 
charged with conspiracy in connexion with 
the handing back to European claimants 
property of the American Metals Company 
worth 7,000,000 dollars seized during the war. 

The indictment alleges that it was part of 
the conspiracy to enable Daugherty, Miller, 
and others to receive from the claimants to 
the pro-perty securities of 391,000 dollars. 

The trial is the first recorded under the 
Federal Criminal Law of a Cabinet member 
for alleged misdeeds during his office. 
—Reuter’s Special Service 

ANIL BHASIN 
 

Seven people have now died in 
Satya Niketan. Six died in 
Saket barely three months 
earlier. How many more bodies 

does Delhi need before the government 
stops announcing inquiries and starts 
preventing deaths? 

As is the ritual that follows any 
tragedy big enough to reach TV studios 
and evening debates, some officials 
have been suspended. This time Rakesh 
Kumar, the Deputy Commissioner 
South Zone, Ranveer Singh, Superintendent 
Engineer South Zone, Lalit Kumar 
Goel Executive Engineer (Building) 
South Zone, Sunil Chauhan-Assistant 
Engineer (Building) South zone and 
Ashish Kumar -Junior Engineer (Building) 
South Zone have been suspended. The 
building owner went on the run and 
was arrested from Rajasthan. Had 
such action been taken after the previous 
collapses, the lives of seven people 
would have been saved. The blame 
game has already begun: labourers 
who worked on the reconstruction are 
accused of “destroying” the main pillar. 

Delhi continues to bury people 
under buildings that should have 
been inspected, sealed or demolished. 
The BBC reported that Delhi witnessed 
more than 1,000 building collapses 
in three years. That is not an accident 
rate. It is a governance record. It is 
the statistical signature of a city where 
illegal construction flourishes, inspections 
are delayed, warnings disappear into 
files and officials discover danger 
only after concrete has crushed human 
beings. A building collapses, people 
die and politicians arrive on the spot 
shedding crocodile tears. Officials 
announce an inquiry; the police register 
an FIR and the civic body issues 
notices. Once the TV cameras leave, 
the rubble is cleared and the system 
returns to its preferred state: paralysis 
without accountability. 

On September 6, a five-storey 
building b eing used as a  b oys’ 
paying-guest accommodation in Satya 
Niketan, near Delhi University’s South 
Campus collapsed during repair work, 
killing seven. The building, reportedly 
about five decades old, stood in one 
of Delhi’s most crowded student-rental 
neighbourhoods. 

This was not an unforeseeable 
natural disaster. The precise chain of 
structural failure must be established 
by investigators. But the larger failure 
is already clear: Delhi has a chronic 
problem of unauthorised construction, 
unsafe buildings, illegal additions and 
a grotesque gap between what the 
authorities know and what they do.  

The most damning comparison is 
not with some distant tragedy. It is 
with Saket, on May 30. Six people 
died there too when a multi-storey 
building in Saidulajab collapsed. The 
victims included five young medical 
and engineering graduates. Delhi 
Police had written to the MCD twice 
in March about illegal construction 
at the site. The warnings existed. The 
authorities knew. The building remained 
standing until it did what dangerous 
buildings eventually do: it fell.   

The Supreme Court was later given 
an even more damning account. A 
status report by court-appointed amicus 
curiae Senior Advocate Ajit  Kumar 
Sinha said the MCD had known about 
unauthorised construction at the site 
since 2015 but had taken no concrete 
action. The magisterial inquiry followed. 
Its findings were devastating. The 
MCD was held “primarily responsible” 
for the Saket tragedy. It was reportedly 
found that the collapse was preventable, 
identified unauthorised structural 
additions and said the civic body 
failed to act on a complaint received 
on March 9. The inquiry found no 
record of inspection, verification, 
demolition or preventive action for 
more than two months. It also raised 
allegations that official records had 
been fabricated to conceal lapses. 

So, what did the government learn 
from Saket? Just that another inquiry 
was needed. After the Saket deaths, 
Chief Minister Rekha Gupta ordered 
a citywide audit of unauthorised 
constructions. The MCD announced 
action, the mayor vowed that senior 
officials would face consequences 
and the Lieutenant Governor directed 
the civic body to enforce building 
bye-laws through a time-bound strategy. 

Barely three months later, seven 
more are dead under another building. 
This is the reason why the language 
of condolence now sounds less like 
governance and more like mockery. 

The Satya Niketan collapse exposes 
the economics of student housing. 
These were not luxury tenants who 
could demand structural certificates 
before signing a lease. Students come 
to Delhi for universities, coaching 
centres and jobs. They rent whatever 
they can afford. Landlords subdivide 
buildings. Floors are added. Basements 
are altered. Rooms are packed with 
people far beyond the capacity for 
which the structure was designed. 
When housing is scarce and expensive, 
overcrowding stops looking like an 
outrage to the rental market. It becomes 
a  b usiness  mo del .  The state ’s 
responsibility begins here. A landlord 
may be criminally liable for an illegal 
alteration. That must be established 
by investigation and prosecution. But 
the government remains politically 
accountable for allowing an ecosystem 
of illegal construction and unsafe 
rental housing to flourish.  

The MCD’s action next door makes 
the failure impossible to disguise. 
After the Satya Niketan collapse, the 
civic body found the adjoining House 
No. 13 in a “ruinous, dangerous 
condition” and ordered its occupants 
to vacate and the structure to be 
demolished within three days. If a 
building can be declared dangerous 
within three days after its neighbour 
collapses, why did it require a death 
next door to become visible? 

This is not an argument against 
demolition but an indictment of 
waiting. The MCD has reportedly 
ordered the sealing of  i l legally 
constructed buildings of more than 
four floors across Delhi. That sounds 
decisive, but Delhi has heard decisive 
announcements before. The problem 
is not the absence of orders. It is the 
absence of consequences when orders 
are ignored. Delhi Police had flagged 
the Saket construction before the 
collapse but MCD did not act. The 
inquiry found that the civic body 
failed in its responsibility. 

This is not merely a story about a 
rogue builder. It is a story about the 
deadly distance between a warning 
being received and an official being 
compelled to act. That distance is 
where people die. The same questions 
must now be asked about Satya 
Niketan. Who knew about the state 

of the building? Who inspected its 
illegal construction? Was the basement 
work authorised? Who approved its 
use as a PG accommodation? How 
many occupants was it legally permitted 
to house? Were complaints made? 
Were structural alterations reported? 
What action was taken and if none 
was taken, why not?  

These questions cannot be buried 
beneath an FIR against the owner. 
The elected representative must also 
answer political questions. Satya 
Niketan falls in the R.K. Puram 
Assembly constituency, represented 
by BJP MLA Anil Kumar Sharma. 
The MLA is not a building inspector 
and cannot personally certify every 
structure in his constituency. But he 
is supposed to be the political eyes 
and ears of the people who elected 
him. If illegal PGs, unsafe buildings 
and unauthorised alterations are 
widespread in the constituency, what 
did he know? What did he raise? 
What did he demand from the MCD? 
These are  quest ions of  p ubl ic 
accountability, not allegations of 
personal criminal liability. 

A government that campaigns on 
the platform of change cannot ask 
citizens to wait while its departments 
learn how to govern. Rekha Gupta 
has ordered a magisterial inquiry into 
Satya Niketan and directed an FIR 
against the building owner. Those 
steps are necessary. They are not 
enough. The danger is obvious: the 
inquiry becomes another place where 
responsibility goes to die. 

The SDM belongs to the Delhi 
government’s administrative structure. 
The MCD is responsible for civic 
enforcement. The police have their 

own jurisdiction. Files move between 
offices. Notices are issued. Replies 
are sought. Committees meet. Courts 
intervene. Years pass. This is how 
accountability disappears: not because 
nobody is responsible, but because 
responsibility is divided among enough 
institutions for everyone to claim 
that somebody else was responsible. 
The public is left with the rubble.  

The government should do something 
different this time. Put the investigation 
under independent judicial oversight. 
The Supreme Court is already examining 
illegal construction and civic failure 
in Delhi. Its court-appointed amicus 
has sought structural audits and 
time-bound demolition or sealing of 
illegal structures. The government 
should seek court-monitored compliance 
with a citywide safety audit. The 
audit must publish the list of dangerous 
buildings, set deadlines for action, 
name the officials responsible and 
require periodic public reports. 

The principle is brutally simple: 
Identify. Act. Report. Not identify, 
constitute a committee, issue a notice, 
seek a reply, lose the file, discover 
another jurisdiction and wait for the 
building to collapse. Delhi does not 
need another inquiry into why buildings 
collapse. It needs an inquiry into why 
warnings do not produce action.  

The only solution: Perform or Go. 
Six people died in Saket in June. 
Seven more died in Satya Niketan.  
The next inquiry will not bring them 
back. The only meaningful question 
left is whether this government can 
prevent the next lot of victims perishing 
in the rubble of apathy and corruption. 

 
The writer is Editor-in-chief, Asia Features News 
Service.
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ACROSS 
 
1    Card game on which 

bridge is based?  

(7) 

5    Low level of interest 

is danger sign 

during high 

economic growth  

(7) 

9    Horse and cart 

transported pit 

workers (9) 

10  Perhaps counters 

United being 

disqualified from 

event (5) 

11  State time to head 

off (5) 

12  Qualification voided 

company�s ability to 

negotiate  

(9) 

13  Item in magazine 

about game starting 

late  

(9) 

16  City earnings initially 

take a dip  

(5) 

17  Additional payment 

supported by British 

and American bank 

(5) 

18  Musical about 

leaders of early 

English rebels looks 

like Les Misérables? 

(9) 

20  Sailor from Arab 

country returns 

with adult girlfriend 

(9) 

23  Meet with expert 

flying from terminal 

(5) 

25  Joint resolution of 

Kremlin was 

regularly ignored (5) 

26  Pariah state is 

expelling six in 

breach of protocol? 

(9) 

27  University degree 

oddly inspired by 

academic 

resentment (7) 

28  High-pitched male 

parts wobble  

(7) 

 

DOWN 
 

1    Article penned by 

expert really is dull 

(7) 

2    Specialised hospital 

takes on delicate 

case (5) 

3    Gets upset on 

account of changes 

(9) 

4    Well-known day 

school suffering 

setback (5) 

5    Curse affected

sheep and lamb (9) 

6    Wireless router�s 

last two bits 

connected by plug 

(5) 

7    Strip clubs 

airbrushed from 

record cover (9) 

8    Steamy games at 

school produce 

inappropriate 

characters (7) 

14  Car close to black 

sedan crashed and 

turned upside down 

(9) 

15  Idiot can�t supply 

reading material  

(9) 

16  Obstacle to travel 

around lines?  

(9) 

17  Outlaw musicians 

stealing equipment 

(7) 

19  Unusual mountains 

covered with stone 

(7) 

21  Honour terms of 

previous invoice 

with large 

corporation?  

(5) 

22  U-boat could be 

somewhere nearby 

(5) 

24  Conservative 

member�s route to 

the top? (5)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10

11 12

13 14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24

25 26

27 28

T I M B U K T U C H O U G H
R A P A H N A
A B S T I M E W A S T E R
N S O A L H O
S T A L W A R T I D E A T E
I G N I C B T
E W E R I L L B E H A V E D
N E L R L I
T I D A L P O W E R L A M P

N S A W F C H
S N O O P S S H E L L O U T

O N T O U U H
W H I T E H O U S E C O O
A N R S N H N

K Y O G E N L E F T W I N G

NOTE: Figures in parentheses denote the number of letters  in the  words required.  (By arrangement with The Independent, London)

YesterdayÊs Solution

P E R S P E C T I V E
100 Years Ago

Front page of The Statesman  
dated 10 Sept 1926

News Items

OCCASIONAL 
NOTE 

ONE of the peculiarities of this summer is 
that more Channel swims have been completed 
than Test matches. In the whole of past time 
only five men had achieved the feat. Since the 
first week of August four triumphs have been 
added. Two American women showed that U. 
S. A. prowess was not confined to the tennis 
court and the putting green. A German followed. 
Now comes a French swimmer to prove that 
his country has not abandoned all interest in 
the Straits of Dover, and to add his testimony 
that the male of the human species is not yet 
disposed to take a back seat. His time, a trifle 
over eleven hours, is the best yet done, and 
very little more than half that taken by Captain 
Webb fifty-one years ago. The world will soon 
begin to classify swimming the Channel among 
popular amusements.

Time to stop this charade

SHREY MADAAN 
 

The sugar in India’s kitchen and 
the fuel in its cars increasingly 
have something in common: 
sugarcane. India’s ethanol 

programme is altering the economics 
of a crop that already has to satisfy the 
country’s enormous appetite for sugar. 
With domestic production now expected 
to fall well below previous estimates, 
the government has opened duty-free 
imports to ease pressure on the market. 
Ethanol is not the sole reason for the 
current shortage, but it has added 
another demand for sugarcane. The 
crop now has to meet demand for sugar, 
ethanol and exports. When production 
falls short, producers need room to 
adapt to changing market conditions. 

The immediate problem is clear. 
India’s sugar production is now 
expected to be around 30.6 million 
tonnes,  signif icantly below the 
government’s earlier estimate of 34.4 
million tonnes. Exports were approved 
before the scale of the shortfall became 
clear, with around 800,000 tonnes 
shipped before restrictions were 

imposed. The result is a tighter 
domestic market and higher prices 
at a time when demand is expected 
to rise ahead of the festive season. 

The decision to allow an additional 
one million tonnes of raw sugar into 
the country duty-free should provide 
consumers and businesses with 
another source of supply. The Food 
Secretary has subsequently said 
ex-mill sugar prices fell 18 per cent to 
Rs 55 per kilogram, although that 
reduction has not yet fully reached 
retail consumers. The move is a useful 
reminder that when domestic supply 
falls short, access to international 
markets can provide some relief. 

But India’s sugar market is shaped 
by more than supply and demand. 
Sugarcane supports the livelihoods 
of millions of farmers, provides sugar 
for domestic consumption, contributes 
to exports and now serves as feedstock 
for ethanol. Under the Ethanol Blended 
Petrol programme, oil marketing 
companies procure ethanol for blending 
with petrol at government-set prices, 
creating another market for sugarcane 
b eyond sugar  pro duct ion.  The 

government has also supported 
investment in ethanol capacity. The 
programme aims to reduce crude oil 
imports, strengthen energy security 
and create another source of demand 
for the sugar industry. These are valid 
objectives. The challenge is managing 
these demands when they all depend 
on the same crop. 

Nearly three million tonnes of sugar 
were diverted towards ethanol production 
this year, prompting debate over 
whether fuel demand is contributing 
to tighter sugar supplies. The government, 
however, argues that the share of 

sugarcane diverted to ethanol has 
fallen from around 12 per cent in 
2022-23 to roughly 9 per cent in 
2025-26. That disagreement matters. 
The question is not whether India 
should produce ethanol, but whether 
producers have enough flexibility to 
respond when the balance between 
sugar, fuel and export demand changes. 

Brazil offers a useful example. Its 
large sugar-ethanol industry gives 
mills the ability to respond to market 
conditions. When sugar prices are 
more attractive, more cane can be 
directed towards sugar. When ethanol 
demand is stronger, mills can shift 
more towards fuel. India does not 
need to choose between the two. But 
producers need room to respond 
when circumstances change. 

When sugar supplies tighten, restricting 
exports may help keep more sugar in 
the domestic market in the short term. 
But it cannot make up for a weaker 
crop. If production is lower than 
expected, stopping exports does not 
create more sugar. It can instead make 
it harder for farmers, mills and traders 
to plan, while consumers are left to 

absorb the higher prices that come 
with tighter supply. 

The same principle applies to 
imports. India should not have to 
wait for prices to surge before allowing 
global markets to act as a safety 
valve. If domestic production falls 
short, access to international supply 
can prevent a temporary shortage 
from becoming a prolonged price 
shock. Open trade does not replace 
domestic production; it gives the 
market another way to respond when 
forecasts prove wrong. 

Food security matters. So do farmer 
incomes and energy security. But 
pursuing these goals does not require 
policymakers to decide exactly where 
every tonne of sugarcane should go. 
India can expand ethanol while 
maintaining a reliable sugar supply. 
The key is giving farmers and mills 
enough flexibility to respond to 
changing conditions, while ensuring 
consumers are not left paying the 
price when policy or production 
forecasts get it wrong. 

 
The writer is Indian Policy Associate, Consumer 
Choice Center.

Flexible approach to sugarcane needed
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History Begins
Again at the ‘End’
In the Realm of the Last Man:
A Memoir
By Francis Fukuyama
FSG, 304 pages, $29

BOOKSHELF | By TUNKU VARADARAJAN

How to Make Life Hard for Small Banks

A recent roundtable of
the Financial Account-
ing Standards Board

confirmed what community
bankers have been telling me
since the nonprofit rolled out
the Current Expected Credit
Losses standard for commu-
nity banks in 2023: It’s a fail-
ure. CECL requires institutions
that can least afford it to take
a more expensive, complex
route to the same destination.

The prior accounting stan-
dard let banks record loan-loss
reserves only when losses be-
came probable based on new
developments. CECL requires
institutions to forecast and re-
serve for all expected credit
losses over the life of a loan at
the moment of origination.

Many of CECL’s implemen-
tation costs are fixed regard-
less of bank size, so they dis-
proportionately affect smaller
institutions. Community
banks spend hundreds of
thousands of dollars a year
implementing CECL and incur
continuing costs for vendor

models, validation, systems,
data infrastructure and con-
sultants. Yet banks requiring
additional reserves increased
them by only 5% on average,
with more than half making
no change to reserves under
the new standard. Thus bank-
ing fundamentals are ne-
glected while resources and
bandwidth are absorbed by
these new and extensive com-
pliance requirements.

One community bank re-
cently reported implementa-
tion costs of about $475,000,
with annual compliance ex-
penses now exceeding
$260,000, covering extra fi-
nance staff, model monitor-
ing, third-party software and
validation. Previously, this
bank used a simple spread-
sheet requiring roughly 10
hours quarterly from the chief

financial officer at almost no
extra cost. Another commu-
nity bank said that its CECL
vendor and model cost, over
12 months, more than the
bank’s gross losses from bad
loans written off over the
same period.

Perhaps most troubling: De-
spite massive investments in
third-party models, banks still
rely heavily on managers’
judgment for more than half
their reserve determinations—
similar to the incurred-loss
methodology. In other words,
banks use expensive models
and then still have to adjust
their findings as in the prior
system but with massive addi-
tional work and expense.

CECL creates the wrong in-
centives during economic
downturns. Forward-looking
models that require immediate
recognition of lifetime losses
force rapid reserve building
when earnings are under pres-
sure and restrict lending pre-
cisely when credit is most
needed. This isn’t the outcome
that sound financial regulation
should aim for.

Finally, by forcing banks to
cover lifetime expected losses
at the time they make a loan,
CECL requires banks to re-
serve more against future
losses when the credit cycle
worsens, contributing to vola-
tile outcomes that swing with
the economy. Capital require-
ments, not accounting stan-
dards, should handle unex-
pected losses.

The old incurred-loss
method for smaller institu-
tions was straightforward and
nearly cost-free, and it permit-
ted regulators to use capital
requirements to provide ade-
quate buffers. This approach
was more transparent, stable
and aligned with how credit
risk actually works. It worked
for decades without requiring
data manipulation or imposing
disproportionate burdens.

CECL has failed community
banks. FASB should permit
smaller institutions to return to
the incurred-loss methodology.

Ms. Bowman is the Federal
Reserve’s vice chairman for
supervision.

By Michelle W. Bowman

The CECL accounting
standard is costly and
counterproductive.

OPINION

‘T he End of History and the Last Man,” published in
1992, was the making of Francis Fukuyama as a
public intellectual and political scientist of world

renown. It also became his millstone, exacting a harsh price
for a title so catchy many people felt no need to actually
read the book. They succumbed, instead, to a shallow
caricature of its thesis, the popular distortion being that
Western liberalism had routed all other political
alternatives and that, with the fall of the Soviet Union, all
ideological contestation was at an end.

That was not, of course, what Mr. Fukuyama said. He
made plain in his book that the triumph of Western liberal

democracy was far
from complete, even
as he asserted that it
was the high point of
mankind’s ideological
evolution. Who could
argue with that?

But few paid close
attention. And as the
world unraveled after
the Sept. 11, 2001, ter-
rorist attacks, with a
rash of wars and the
emergence of new
global tyrannies and a
coarse strain of illiberal
populism, Mr. Fukuyama
became a facile
punchline. Wasn’t he the
guy who said we were
all going to live happily
ever after?
Wounded by all the

undeserved pillory, Mr. Fukuyama now seeks to set the
record straight with “In the Realm of the Last Man.” Burn-
ing with the indignation of a man wrongly accused of an
offense—in his case, as he puts it, of “naive liberal trium-
phalism”—he writes that he’s “been asked several times a
week over the past three decades whether I wished to
recant my argument.” He has, he says, “written thousands
of words and given dozens of interviews” in exasperated but
frequently futile response. In particular, he is angered by
how few of his critics have “bothered to read the last five
chapters” of “The End of History,” which made the point
that History, “rather than ending, had simply paused on its
way to an uncertain future.”

This fresh attempt to clarify his position is styled by Mr.
Fukuyama as a memoir, but it is better seen as a series of
meditations—the meditations, in truth, of a misunderstood
man. It includes moving but fragmentary accounts of how
his family endured the U.S. government’s disgraceful intern-
ment of Japanese-Americans during World War II. His
grandmother Shizu kept a journal in detention, writing on
Christmas Day 1942 that all the captive children received
Christmas gifts. “I heard,” she wrote, “that these gifts were
sent to us by many outside people who were sympathetic
toward our children.”

“Even in the immediate aftermath of Pearl Harbor,” Mr.
Fukuyama writes, “there were kind Americans trying to
help those mistreated by their own government.” It’s evi-
dent he thought the world of his grandmother, as he did of
his Aunt Fumiko, who was also interned. Both women had
“a sense of their own inner worth, and that self-respect
helped sustain them through difficulties that I never had to
experience. Thus was America built.” (Mr. Fukuyama was
born in 1952.)

Readers uninvested in Mr. Fukuyama’s crusade to
vindicate himself—and to put naysayers in their place—will
wish he’d spent more time on the details and heartaches of
Japanese-American life in the years surrounding the war.
We get only the barest outline of Mr. Fukuyama’s
childhood, and what he does tell us about himself—his
obsession with woodworking, with analog cameras and
with building his own computers from scratch—is much
less interesting than a deep and honest dive into his inner
life at that time would have been. His few personal
revelations can be dull, humdrum. “Bach was my favorite
composer as an eighth grader,” he tells us, “and remains so
to this day.” Elsewhere, he writes that “building furniture
out of wood is very satisfying because it is so tangible.”

The book’s style is more professorial than memoirist,
and deals with themes from Aristotle and Plato to Hobbes,
Nietzsche, Hegel and other more arcane philosophers.
There are ruminations on human nature and the ancient
Greek idea of thymos, or spiritedness; the emancipation of
women and the “great disruption” that followed; the
delegation of authority and the emergence of the
administrative state; and trust, a theme on which he wrote
a bestselling book in 1995. Little of this is scintillating.

Mr. Fukuyama is more perky in his accounts of scholars
who shaped his intellectual trajectory. Some were men who,
like him, were misunderstood or misread, and Mr.
Fukuyama writes of them as kindred spirits. These include
Allan Bloom, a philosopher and man of letters; Harvey
Mansfield, a conservative political philosopher; Seymour
Martin Lipset, a social scientist; and Samuel Huntington, a
political scientist who came to be seen by vocal multicul-
turalists as controversial. Huntington’s “The Clash of
Civilizations” (1996) is a book with which Mr. Fukuyama
empathizes. It, too, was glibly misjudged by those trans-
fixed by its title.

It’s clear from “In the Realm of the Last Man” that Mr.
Fukuyama is a Never Trumper and believes that President
Trump has had a corrosive effect on American democracy.
Once a neoconservative who worked closely with the likes
of Paul Wolfowitz and others, Mr. Fukuyama has moved
sharply to the left in the years since he wrote his first
book. He describes how “liberating” it has been for him to
rid himself of ideas he once cherished, and to swap them
for positions more in keeping with the spirit of the times.
This includes an unfinished “struggle for just causes.” His-
tory, clearly, hasn’t ended. It’s beginning afresh.

Mr. Varadarajan, a Journal contributor, is a fellow at
the American Enterprise Institute and at New York Univer-
sity Law School’s Classical Liberal Institute.

A political scientist looks back on the book
that put his ideas on the world stage—and the
misunderstanding that has dogged him since.

The biggest
story of our
time unfolds
without help
from the tra-
d i t i o n a l
news media,
carried for-
ward by self-
d i r e c t e d
Substacking
and podcast-

ing experts, names probably
not even known to most news
editors, let alone consumers.
A halfway house is a New York
Times podcast whose modera-
tors ape the shouty persona of
comedian John Mulaney.

In a recent edition, they an-
thropomorphize rogue agents
in the Hugging Face hack as
“crazy” and “obsessed.” A bet-
ter description might be a
Nietzschean psychoanalyst’s
idea of well-adjusted: uninhib-
ited, pragmatic, persistent,
goal-directed even (or espe-
cially) when burdened with
imperfect information.

The industry uses the term
“reward hacking” but really
means reward seeking. In a
way that catches human task-
setters flatfooted, AIs are
shown to be adept at coming
up with cheats and shortcuts
to obtain a reward not caring
that it might defeat the un-
derlying spirit or intent of the
assigned task.

The Hugging Face inci-
dent, which occurred be-
tween July 9 and July 13,
continues to be analyzed in
increasing depth. There’s
more to learn, but it shows
how these machine incen-
tives operate when coopera-
tion between agents unex-
pectedly enters the mix.

The AI Agent Rubicon
Result: whiffs of the paper-
clip maximizer, an ancient AI
thought experiment in which
a computer ends up consum-
ing all planetary resources
pursuant to its instruction to
make paper clips.

The lesson might be sim-
ple: Take care when giving in-
structions to an AI agent. Be-
cause in their training AIs
imbibe a lot of law, they
might also learn to play inter-
nal lawyer and anticipate how
their actions might later be
seen in a court. But can any
form of “alignment” really get
ahead of AIs so powerful that
their “thinking” becomes un-
predictable and impenetrable
to humans?

The estimable podcaster
Dwarkesh Patel tweeted last
week that “any global agree-
ment to hold back a technol-
ogy with enormous near-term
economic and military bene-
fits will be extremely fragile.”
He favors a mandatory pause
on AI development but not
yet.

OpenAI chief scientist Jakub
Pachocki on Sunday fretted
about an unstoppable corpo-
rate march toward dangerous
superintelligence. Endorsed by
CEO Sam Altman, his state-
ment amounts to a plea for
government intervention.

Now some caveats: The in-
dustry attracts types already
hyped up on AI potential and
AI risks. A good rule too is
that when everybody is fo-
cused on a problem, look out
instead for the problem
they’re not focused on. After
30 years of climate doom,
Manhattan real-estate prices
are still holding up. Markets
aren’t pricing in AI doom ei-

ther. This perhaps reflects
market appreciation of the
biggest caveat of all: Govern-
ments, especially China’s and
the U.S., have yet to be heard
from.

An unspoken sense of hu-
man deflation is at work. “An
alien mind,” to borrow Mr. Pa-
chocki’s phrase, is capable of
decision-making a lot less
haphazard, inhibited and con-
tradictory. It’s less easily satu-
rated by information overload.

My guess: The benefits of
AI for human decision-making
will rapidly suffuse society,
while the agent revolution—
AIs free to act on their own—
will be a lot slower in coming.
In the war rooms of the fu-
ture, AIs will pipe up to warn
participants when their deci-
sion process is being hijacked
by an assumption for which
no evidence exists—such as
that Iran won’t close the
Strait of Hormuz or that
Ukrainians will bow to a Rus-
sian show of force.

In airline cockpits, AIs will
monitor data, listen to radio
traffic and cockpit conversa-
tion, and know when pilots
are misreading signals or re-
sponding to defective instru-
ments—or engaging in self-de-
structive behavior (pilot error
and pilot suicide being the
two major causes of air
crashes nowadays).

Bridgewater Associates, a
hedge fund, is famous for
striving to institutionalize
“radical honesty” over social
hierarchy. Many firms deliber-
ately hold blue-sky sessions
where participants are asked
to voice ideas they would nor-
mally suppress fearing col-
league ridicule.

AI will advance better hu-
man decision-making but
don’t expect politics to let AI
self-agency move forward at
anything like the speed now
envisioned.

To give the briefest sum-
mary of the Hugging Face in-
cident: Assigned a computa-
tional budget and instructed
by OpenAI to pursue a variety
of training tasks, some of
which were impossible, hun-
dreds of AI agents surprised
the company by carving unin-
tended paths, inventing means
to message each other and co-
ordinate their efforts.

The hysteria has been a
many-splendored thing, out-
lasting the original revelations
by weeks. Rightly being asked
are questions about other AI
training misbehavior yet to be
revealed or discovered.

Congress wants investiga-
tions and legislation. The first
state has sent out a subpoena.
The Trump administration
has said little, but a meeting
is penciled in for China’s Xi
Jinping in Washington on
Sept. 24. The silence, for
once, may merit the cliché
“deafening.” Back-to-school
week is arriving for the two
governments whose countries
dominate the AI race. Expect
a lot more action in the com-
ing months, some of it possi-
bly helpful.

Politics may be less
keen on artificial
intelligence as actor
rather than adviser.

BUSINESS
WORLD
By Holman W.
Jenkins, Jr.

As we com-
memorate the
25th anniver-
sary of the
terrorist at-
tacks on the
World Trade
Center and
the Pentagon,
the events of
Sept. 11, 2001,
are seared

into America’s consciousness.
Ninety-three percent of Amer-
icans who were 10 or older
that morning remember
where they were or what they
were doing when they got the
news, and more than 6 in 10
say that the attacks changed
the country “completely.”

Americans’ sense that 9/11
was transformative has
heightened steadily over the
past two decades, and it is
reasonable to think that the
long wars in Afghanistan and
Iraq had much to do with
this. Although Americans ini-
tially supported these inter-
ventions, they soured on
them many years before they
ended.

Veterans of these conflicts
fully shared the negative sen-
timents of other Americans,
setting the stage for a back-
lash against the officials who
began, led and prolonged
them. Surprising many sea-
soned political observers,
Donald Trump’s denunciation
of these wars early in his
first presidential campaign
evoked a positive response
among rank-and-file Republi-

What Went Wrong After 9/11
cans, including veterans. De-
fense Secretary Pete Heg-
seth’s war against the
generals who carried out
these policies in part reflects
his embittering experiences
as a junior officer during this
period.

Many Americans believe
the country’s power and in-
fluence in the world has
weakened since 9/11 and that
our response to the terrorist
attacks—especially the deci-
sion to go to war in Afghani-
stan and Iraq—has contrib-
uted to this decline. If
anything, this assessment un-
derstates 9/11’s negative im-
pact. On Sept. 10, 2001, the
U.S. was at the peak of its
post-Cold War dominance.
Our response to the attacks
that occurred the next morn-
ing began a process that di-
minished our status, step by
step.

At home, the decision to
wage expensive wars in the
Middle East while cutting
taxes disrupted the previous
decade’s hard-won return to
fiscal discipline. It is no acci-
dent that the last fiscal year in
which the U.S. had a balanced
budget ended on Sept. 30,
2001. Since then, we have fi-
nanced our wars (and much
else) with our national credit
card, leading to an accumula-
tion of debt that is weakening
us at home and abroad and
that can’t continue indefinitely.

The main institutional re-
sponse to 9/11—the creation of
the Department of Homeland

Security—concentrated too
much power in too few hands,
a development whose dangers
are becoming more apparent
by the day. The main policy
response—the “war on ter-
ror”—led to excesses such as
waterboarding and the indefi-
nite incarceration of terrorism
suspects without trial, that

weakened domestic and inter-
national belief in America’s re-
spect for the rule of law. And
despite the best efforts of
then-President George W.
Bush, our response to 9/11
helped create mistrust of Mus-
lim immigrants and of Islam
itself, culminating in Mr.
Trump’s first-term effort to
halt immigration from Mus-
lim-majority countries.

The effects on American
foreign and defense policy
have been even more damag-
ing. Our decision to invade
Iraq based on erroneous as-
sumptions about its weapons
of mass destruction under-
mined both the confidence of
our allies and the American
people’s trust in their govern-
ment. Meanwhile, our exces-
sive focus on the Middle East
diverted us from the most im-
portant foreign policy chal-

lenge of the 21st century—the
rise of China. Policymakers
failed to focus on the flood of
Chinese imports that under-
mined entire sectors of Amer-
ican manufacturing (furniture
and textiles, among others),
on China’s plan to seize the
commanding heights of the
emerging information econ-
omy, or on its military
buildup, especially of its naval
forces.

The Trump administra-
tion’s ill-judged decision to go
to war against Iran has exac-
erbated these distortions.
While the U.S. struggles to re-
open the Strait of Hormuz on
acceptable terms, China’s
leaders are busy strengthen-
ing their country’s relations
with governments in central
Asia and the Middle East
while menacing America’s
Asian allies—especially Japan
and the Philippines. With
much of America’s navy, in-
cluding aircraft carriers, rede-
ployed from East Asia to the
Middle East, we are reduced
to hoping that China won’t
seize the moment to move
against Taiwan.

Unless we change course,
both our domestic condition
and our standing in the
world will continue to
weaken. It is time to bring
the 25-year 9/11 era in Amer-
ican foreign policy to an end
and to rebalance our eco-
nomic, diplomatic and mili-
tary resources to meet the
core challenges of the next
quarter-century.

A series of errors over
a quarter-century
leaves the U.S. in dire
need of rebalancing.

POLITICS
& IDEAS
By William
A. Galston
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Taiwan’s Drone Bill Signals Stronger Defense
Your editorial “Taiwan’s Drone Re-

alism” (Sept. 1) notes that Taiwan is
taking the necessary steps to bolster
its deterrence against rising Chinese
coercion.

The Taiwan Legislature’s recent
drone bill is an example of Taipei’s
steadfast commitment to its own de-
fense despite a divided democracy.
The $7.6 billion for drones was origi-
nally meant to be attached to a larger
$40 billion special budget proposed
in November 2025 but was stripped
out at the last moment due to legisla-
tive disagreements when the package
finally passed in May 2026.

Despite arriving later than expected,
the sheer size of the package marks a
significant investment in military pre-
paredness. Taiwan’s proposed annual
spending under the bill is about seven
times larger than the current value of
the island’s drone exports.

The package also builds on a sepa-
rate billion-dollar spending plan to
develop the island’s domestic drone
industry. The distinction is key: By

separating spending on procurement
and production, Taiwan can ensure
that its market survives lulls within
its overall budget process that could
otherwise ruin private investment
timelines.

The new bill comes at an opportune
time for the island. As Washington
seeks to bolster the capabilities of its
allies and partners across the Indo-Pa-
cific by encouraging secure supply
chains and joint production, Taiwan’s
emerging domestic drone industry can
showcase Taipei’s role as a model ally
contributing to collective defense.

While Beijing may present the is-
land’s internal disagreements as a
sign of political failure, the resulting
compromise is poised to become a
clear policy success—translating the
lessons of distant battlefields in
Ukraine and beyond into a firm bid to
bolster deterrence.

JACK BURNHAM
Foundation for Defense of

Democracies’ China Program
Washington

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

“Is that a constructive criticism
or just nagging?”

THEWALL STREET JOURNAL

Letters intended for publication should
be emailed to wsj.ltrs@wsj.com. Please
include your city, state and telephone
number. All letters are subject to
editing, and unpublished letters cannot
be acknowledged.

Stopping California’s Climate Imperialism

R epublicans in Congress appear to have
given up on passing substantive spend-
ing and tax reforms this year, but they

can still at least liberate the
country from California’s cli-
mate mandates.

Environmental Protection
AgencyAdministrator Lee Zel-
din recently submitted to Con-
gress severalwaivers under the
CleanAir Act granted by his Biden predecessors.
These special permissions gaveCalifornia the au-
thority to regulate CO2 emissions and pollutants
from cargo ships, oil tankers, fishing vessels,
lawn mowers, chain saws, and more.

Mr. Zeldin’s submission of the waivers kicks
off the Congressional Review Act process by
which lawmakers can overturn a regulation
with a simple majority vote of both chambers
and the President’s signature. Republicans last
year used the CRA to block California’s electric
car and truck mandates.

The Clean Air Act bars states from establish-
ing their own vehicle emissions standards. But
it lets California seek EPA permission to estab-
lish limits that are stricter than the federal
rules. This authority was intended to help Cali-
fornia address its especially severe smog. Mis-
sion accomplished.

Although California’s air is significantly
cleaner since the law passed in 1970, Sacra-
mento regulators in recent years have sought
EPA waivers to regulate almost anything that
moves, usually in the name of climate change.
The Biden Administration obliged.

One EPA waiver lets California mandate
“zero emission” commercial vessels, including
ferries and whale-watching boats. Another al-
lows California to require that container ships
and oil tankers docked at California ports plug
into the state’s electrical grid or install tech-

nology to capture their emissions.
Because the emissions technology isn’t well-

developed and the grid lacks the capacity to
handle demand from somany
energy-guzzling ships, opera-
tors have been paying hefty
fees to the state for every hour
they’re docked in state ports.
This is effectively a tax on U.S.
commerce, which is passed

along to consumers across the country.
Another EPA permit lets California mandate

that new lawnmowers, leaf blowers, chain saws
and other “small off-road engines” sold in the
state must be electric. Never mind if they are
more expensive than gas-powered tools, or if
a landscapeworker has to repeatedly break dur-
ing the day to recharge equipment.

The Clean Air Act lets other states adopt Cal-
ifornia’s rules, asmany did its EVmandate. This
is how California sets energy policy for the en-
tire country that Democrats couldn’t get
through the U.S. Congress. It might only be a
matter of time before gas-powered chain saws
disappear from your local Home Depot.

Mr. Zeldin also sent Congress a waiver ap-
proved by the Obama team that allowed Califor-
nia to impose EV quotas through 2025. Republi-
cans last year overturned a separate waiver
that let the state ban the sale of new gas-pow-
ered cars by 2035. But California insists that
auto makers must still churn out EVs to meet
those earlier Obama quotas.

The CRA bars an agency from reissuing rules
in similar form. So a vote by Republicans to re-
verse California’s waivers would block this rule
by regulation. Republicans in Congress lack pol-
icy achievements of note this year, but protecting
Americans fromCalifornia’s climate imperialism
can at least show voters they did something to
reduce the cost of energy.

Congress can nix the
state’s attempt to set
policy for the country.

What They Teach Teachers in Grad School

C hildren learn a great deal about race
and gender in schools these days, but
not nearly enough about reading and

math. A big reason is the col-
leges that teach the teachers,
and a new report published
Wednesday brings more in-
sight into how they promote
politics instead of the basics
of instruction.

The evidence comes fromDaniel Buck of the
American Enterprise Institute, who examined
syllabi for programs at eight public graduate
schools of education across five states. For each
school he analyzed onemaster’s or certification
program that “alignedmost closely with an ele-
mentary teaching degree,” he writes, not pro-
grams that are “overtly political.”

Yet even these programs advance “dogmas
largely grounded in progressive and critical
frameworks,” he writes. Mr. Buck analyzed
more than 400 readings from 75 course syllabi
and categorized them as “traditional,” “pro-
gressive,” “therapeutic,” or “critical,” meaning
critical race and other social justice theories.
His evaluation isn’t exhaustive, since he
couldn’t access some syllabi, and some didn’t
include all readings.

But in only one program, at Florida Interna-
tional University, did he classify more read-
ings as “traditional”—on such basics as pho-
nics or classroom management, for example,
or classic books—than in any other category.
“Where traditional approaches appeared, they
were mostly ancillary,” he writes. “Notably
lacking” were “educational philosophies pre-
dating the 20th century, or much focus on the
elements and principles of classical liberal
arts education.”

Consider the University ofWisconsin-Madi-
son, whose education graduate school was
ranked No. 1 by U.S. News andWorld Report in
2025. Of the 95 readings Mr. Buck looked at,
45% fell into his “critical” category. That in-
cludes a report claiming that “attacks on CRT
[critical race theory]” are “part of a larger ideo-

logical effort to delegitimize historically accu-
rate presentations of race and racism.”

At California State University, Northridge, a
class on “reflective teaching”
assigns students an article ti-
tled “Queering Elementary
Education: A Queer Curricu-
lum for 4th Grade.” At Univer-
sity of Texas-Austin, another
top-ranked school, “the sylla-

bus for the required course on young adult liter-
ature opens with a land acknowledgment,” sug-
gesting that whites stole the land from Native
Americans, Mr. Buck reports. He classified 90%
of the readings he reviewed at UT Austin as
“critical,” including one on “Anti-Racist Lin-
guistic Anthropology.”

Dubious teachingmethods abound. At Texas
Tech, Mr. Buck reports, “even the courses fo-
cused on more practical classroom skills” em-
phasize “individual autonomy over learning
through direct instruction.” At FIU, a training
on classroom management “largely discour-
ages” teachers from issuing consequences to
misbehaving students.

Mr. Buck notes that he can’t say how the
readings are taught in class, and these are a
small sample of 1,600 education schools in the
U.S. But other analyses have found teacher col-
leges left-leaning or not useful for basic class-
room instruction.

More than half of teachers earnmaster’s de-
grees of some kind, and many states or dis-
tricts offer higher pay for teachers who do. Mr.
Buck suggests ending this “master’s premium”
and expanding other teacher certification
pathways. Another idea: “governors could es-
tablish centers for classical or liberal arts edu-
cation” at public universities to bring ideologi-
cal diversity into the system, as some have
done for civics.

Republican efforts to limit federal loans for
these programs are sound. Children and teach-
ers are poorly served when progressive politics
and fads replace the practical, traditional trans-
mission of knowledge.

A new report finds a lot
of critical theory and
not much of the basics.

The SEC Unmuzzles Jamie Dimon

T he Securities and Exchange Commission
has often failed at its core job of polic-
ing fraud in public markets, while

charging into the political arena. Kudos to
Chairman Paul Atkins for proposing last week
to rescind an Obama-era rule that usurped
power to police political donations.

The SEC’s 2010 so-called pay-for-play rule
effectively prohibits many employees in the fi-
nance industry from contributing more than
$350 to candidates for state and local offices.
The barred include thosewho have the “author-
ity to appoint any person who is directly or in-
directly responsible for, or can influence the
outcome of, the hiring of an investment adviser
by a government entity.”

This sweeping limit on political contribu-
tions covers candidates for governor, mayor,
comptroller and other offices if they play even
a tangential role in appointing members to
boards of public pension funds. The supposed
concern was that financial firms would try to
win business from government pension funds
by donating to politicians who help oversee
them.

The Obama SEC claimed the rule would “en-
sure that adviser selection is based on merits,
not on the amount of money given to a particu-
lar candidate.” It’s hard to disagree with this
goal. But as Mr. Atkins notes, “ultimately, mat-
ters involving political contributions are more

properly governed by local ordinances, state
laws, and federal election regulations—not by
the SEC.”

The “rule has effectively resulted in the sup-
pression of political speech” since “many firms
simply impose blanket prohibitions on em-
ployee political contributions rather than navi-
gate the rule’s complexities,” the Chairman ex-
plains. “People should not have to choose
between their political speech rights and a job
in a particular industry.”

JPMorgan Chase CEO Jamie Dimon last year
lambasted the rule for effectivelymuzzling him
and others in his industry. “I can’t speak up, and
I can’t fight for what I believe,” he said.
“Doesn’t that violate my First Amendment
rights?” Daniel Shuchman and Bradley Smith
made a compelling argument in these pages last
year that it does.

Progressives say rescinding the rule will in-
vite corruption. But the SEC hasmany authori-
ties to police quid-pro-quo corruption. “Invest-
ment advisers are subject to the Investment
Advisers Act antifraud requirements, fiduciary
duty obligations, and rules requiring them to
maintain compliance policies and procedures
and codes of ethics,” Mr. Atkins says.

As a bonus, removing the SEC from policing
political speech could help the agency use its
resources to focus on its main mission of pro-
tecting investors from being swindled.

REVIEW & OUTLOOK

OPINION

Who Really Rejected Peace in the Middle East?
In his op-ed “They Forget Who

Started the War” (Sept. 1), Elliot
Kaufman correctly criticizes a bla-
tantly inaccurate statement made by
the current leading candidate for
United Nations secretary-general: that
in 1948 Israel “violently rejected the
two-state solution.” In reality, the
Jewish Agency for Palestine accepted
the U.N.’s two-state resolution, while
the secretary-general of the Arab
League promised a “war of extermi-
nation and momentous massacre” if
Israel established its state pursuant
to that resolution. Five Arab states
invaded Israel the day after Israel did.

Fast forward 75 years—past multi-
ple other Arab-initiated wars and re-
jections of two-state solutions—to
Oct. 7, 2023, and the war of extermi-
nation and massacre Hamas initiated
in its effort to galvanize Iran and its
proxies to join a new final solution. A
Palestinian state could have been cre-
ated multiple times, over nearly a
century, had the Arabs sought a sec-
ond state instead of the destruction
of Israel.

In 1948, Israel’s U.N. representa-
tive, Abba Eban, noted that, under
the 1922 League of Nations Mandate
and the 1947 U.N. resolution, two
Arab states—Transjordan and Arab
Palestine—were to be established on
seven-eighths of the land originally
set aside for the Jews under the Bal-
four Declaration. He asserted that
“many a Palestine Arab may come to
compare this prospect, which was
peacefully available, with the results
of the ‘holy war’”—and that those
who in the future would help the Ar-
abs recognize Israel’s permanence
would be deemed “in the historic
sense, a friend of the Arabs,” because
it would free the Arabs to concentrate
on their own welfare, rather than on
a genocidal war.

These days, the U.N. regularly vili-
fies the state that supported its two-
state resolution—and misstates the
history of those who violently re-
jected it.

RICK RICHMAN
American Jewish University

Los Angeles

What Happens After the World Bank Leaves?
The argument that Indermit Gill

and Bjorn Lomborg make in “The
Rich World’s Climate Distraction”
(Sept. 1) misses a more fundamental
reason why international develop-
ment assistance has made less prog-
ress against poverty than hoped.

The problem isn’t simply that the
World Bank is directing too much
money toward climate investments
instead of schools, health centers and
other poverty programs. The more
important question is what happens
to those investments after the bank’s
financing ends.

As a former World Bank staff
member who spent nearly 30 years
working on development projects, I
have seen the problem firsthand. The
bank typically finances a project for
roughly five to 10 years, while the
schools, health facilities, water sys-
tems, irrigation projects and other in-
frastructure it creates are expected to
operate for another 20 to 40 years.

That requires governments in de-
veloping countries to provide sala-
ries, maintenance, repairs, equip-
ment, utilities and other operating
costs for decades. Many simply don’t
have the fiscal resources to do so.
The result can be deteriorating or
nonfunctioning facilities—invest-
ments that were intended to serve
entire communities of poor people.

The failure to reduce poverty can’t
be explained simply by saying that
the bank should build more schools

or health centers. Before spending
additional billions, we should deter-
mine how many of the projects and
assets financed by the bank and other
multilateral development banks are
still functioning 20 or 30 years later.

Remarkably, there is no compre-
hensive long-term study answering
that question. The U.S. Treasury and
other World Bank shareholders
should require such an independent
evaluation before committing addi-
tional taxpayer funds. We need to
know whether development invest-
ments are producing lasting benefits,
not merely whether the money was
successfully disbursed.

EMIL RUDERFER
Former World Bank staff member

Washington

Pepper ...
And Salt

Climate Science Definitions
Regarding Stephen Einhorn’s op-ed

“‘Extreme Weather’ Isn’t a Scientific
Term” (Aug. 31): The press often uses
the term “extreme weather” casually,
and this is deplorable. But the under-
lying concept has a precise mathe-
matical and scientific foundation.

In climatology and statistics, ex-
tremity is rigorously defined by prob-
ability density functions and tail risk
(low-probability extreme events) rela-
tive to a baseline distribution. For
variables like temperature, this is
routinely quantified in standard devi-
ations from the mean (such as a 3-
sigma or 4-sigma event). For skewed
variables like precipitation, it is de-
fined via empirical percentiles (for in-
stance, the 99th percentile) or Ex-
treme Value Theory.

Arguing that the concept is unsci-
entific simply because journalists use
it loosely and without precision ig-
nores the standard statistical appara-
tus scientists rely on to quantify
anomalies.

GARY CORNELL, PH.D.
Retired professor of mathematics

Sparks, Nev.

California’s Wealth TaxWill
Drive Talent Out of the State

Regarding Rep. Ro Khanna’s op-ed
“California’s Pro-Business Wealth
Tax Proposition” (Sept. 3): In its
2026 survey of more than 650 CEOs,
presidents and business owners
across the U.S., Chief Executive
magazine ranked Texas, Florida and
Tennessee as the top three states to
do business. Each of these boasts no
income tax.

The highest-tax states bring up the
rear, with California ranked as the
worst in the nation. The wealth tax
that Mr. Khanna advocates would
make the Golden State’s business cli-
mate untenable.

As the late banker Walter Wriston
said, capital—including intellectual
capital—“will go where it is wanted,
and it will stay where it is well
treated.” Capital includes money, tal-
ent and ideas.

SCOTT KAUFMANN
Kansas City, Kan.
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C ontemporary American
conservatives largely con-
sider federalism an unal-
loyed good. As “laborato-
ries of democracy,” the 50

states can each implement novel eco-
nomic and social policies without en-
dangering the entire country if they
fail. But the rise of radical policies
championed by progressives, partic-
ularly the ascendant Democratic So-
cialists of America, could push U.S.
states into a category usually only of
interest to international investors
dealing with unstable, developing
countries: unacceptable political risk.

Because individuals, businesses
and capital have always been able to
vote with their feet and move within
the U.S. to more attractive locales if
a policy mix proved toxic, on all but
the most hot-button issues the major
political parties have generally ac-
cepted that federalism works. Even
when in violent disagreement with a
given state’s policies, each party
knew that other states could main-
tain different standards. The Consti-
tution’s Commerce Clause histori-
cally provided a federalist guardrail
of sorts, limiting interstate contagion
from rogue state-level governance.

This equipoise between the major
parties and among the states may be

‘Political risk,’ usually the
precinct of Third World
despotisms, could soon be
a concern for U.S. locales.

What if California Becomes a ‘Failed State’?
coming to an end, to the detriment
of all. The DSA and other progres-
sives are pushing the public-policy
Overton window into uncharted ter-
ritory—a policy mix that could sad-
dle U.S. states with what interna-
tional investors call “political risk.”
In economic terms, political risk is
the additional required return on an
investment due to the possibility a
sovereign jurisdiction may seize an
asset or otherwise diminish its value.
In extreme cases—war-torn regions,
full-blown kleptocracies—Western
companies might decline to invest or
do business.

Certain progressive jurisdictions
in the U.S. risk falling into this latter
category, which is usually the pre-
cinct of benighted despotisms. Pric-
ing risk of any kind relies on predic-
tive inputs. Actuarial analysis,
consideration of historical perfor-
mance and precedent, trend analysis,
Monte Carlo scenario modeling and
the like help determine probabilities
so an investor can calculate the “ex-
cess” return required to compensate
for a risk. When investors choose not
to transact in a region due to politi-
cal risk, it implies it has become im-
possible to price. The political envi-
ronment is too volatile or
unknowable to derive the required
return.

A slate of progressive policies and
proposals could make the risks of do-
ing business or even residing in cer-
tain American states and cities too
unpredictable to calculate—or a
compensating gain too difficult to
obtain. These include wealth taxes
(such as California’s “billionaire tax”
initiative on the ballot this fall), exit
taxes, novel property levies (such as
the pied-à-terre tax in New York

City), and slavery reparation task
forces (including in California, al-
ways a free state). There’s also law-
fare advanced for ideological or par-
tisan ends: regulatory harassment
(as seems to be the case in Califor-
nia’s suit against Paramount’s
merger with Warner Bros.), abuse of
consent decrees to direct public re-
sources to partisan ends, and general
regulatory overreach.

These policies are radical and un-
precedented. Historically, Americans
saw a trade-off with the downsides
of living, working and investing in a
durably high-tax state in the form of
significant investments in infra-
structure and other public goods.
People and businesses could decide
whether the services were worth the
incremental taxes to pay for them.
Even in places where the direct cost-
benefit analysis between taxes and
government services may have

seemed poor, there were other com-
pensating qualities that state and lo-
cal policy weren’t caustic enough to
destroy. Think of New York for the
past several decades. The return de-
rived from the accumulated social
capital associated with the region,
such as Wall Street, might have been
worth the direct economic loss of in-
come from a value-leeching public
sector.

But these new policies could eas-
ily overwhelm any compensating val-
ues of living in certain U.S. cities and
states. That they have energetic
backing also raises the specter of un-
predictable decline. While Americans
have always left one part of the
country for better opportunities
elsewhere, this forces people and
businesses to weigh the odds of fu-
ture financial or personal calamity at
the hands of unforeseeable govern-
ment action. That’s political risk.

Without such predictability, resi-
dents and businesses may simply call
it quits. California best exemplifies
the chill of government caprice. After
losing a congressional seat in 2021
due to population loss for the first
time since becoming a state, Califor-
nia’s population has declined. Several
companies—including Tesla, Oracle,
CBRE and Chevron—have moved
their headquarters out of state.

Americans could soon have to
grapple with a question that more
often concerns international inves-
tors: What comes of a failed state?

California, New York City, Seattle
and other progressive states and cit-
ies are the backwash of federalism.
Policies misleadingly sold as “one-
time” or to advance “fairness” ex-
ploit the ignorance of a gullible, his-
torically ignorant electorate soaked
in social-media-induced class envy
such that they give primacy to re-
sentment over reason. These are bad
policy prescriptions, and no rational
person can credibly assert they’ll
work as intended as long as talent
and capital remain mobile.

Maybe they aren’t supposed to
work. An Atlantic article in 2018
popularized a phrase later used to
malign the policies of the first
Trump administration: “The cruelty
is the point.” That today’s progres-
sive policies could be proposed and
packaged as they are in the face of
overwhelming evidence of their inef-
ficacy suggests their promoters ha-
ven’t stated their true goals. Perhaps
the cruelty of the DSA and their fel-
low travelers is indeed the point.

Mr. Shinder is a co-founder and
co-CEO of Ensis Partners, an invest-
ment bank.

By Richard J. Shinder
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A T-shirt at the California Democratic Party convention in San Francisco.

OPINION

I Was Across the Street on 9/11, and I’m Grateful I Survived
The first time I re-
call feeling old was
on a commuter train
headed home from
the office a few
years ago. It stopped
near a prep school,
where a group of
noisy teenage boys
in khakis and navy
blazers boarded my
car. They were lost

in conversation and cussing up a
storm until one of them noticed me
sitting within earshot.

“Oh, sorry, sir,” he said sheepishly
before turning back to the others,
who immediately lowered their
voices and cleaned up their lan-
guage. When youngsters start apolo-
gizing for swearing in your presence,
you’ve aged.

A more sober reminder of the
march of time is this week’s 25th an-
niversary of 9/11. Around a third of
the U.S. population is too young to
remember the attacks. But like many
of my colleagues at the Journal,
whose offices were catercorner from

the World Trade Center in lower
Manhattan, I recall them like they
happened yesterday.

I lived in Brooklyn and took the
subway to work. As I was leaving my
apartment that morning, my father
phoned me.

“Son, are you watching television?”
“No, I’m headed to the office.”
“There’s a fire at the World Trade

Center.”
“OK. Thanks. I’ll call you back

when I get to work. Gotta go.”
“Be careful.”
If it was cold or rainy, I could en-

ter my subway station in Brooklyn
and reach my desk without going
back outside, thanks to a network of
tunnels and covered walkways that
led through the World Trade Center
to the Journal’s offices in the World
Financial Center. That morning,
however, the weather was sunny
and pleasant, and I wanted to see
what Dad was talking about. So I
took the subway to a stop that put
me a couple of blocks east of the
towers. I had to walk past them to
get to my office building.

When I emerged from the subway,
the police had already cordoned off
the streets. I couldn’t get to work.
All I could do—and all that thou-
sands of other people nearby could
do—was stand there, stare at the
cloudless sky, and watch the towers
burn. I pulled out my Verizon flip

phone and tried to call my dad, but
the cellular networks were over-
loaded and I couldn’t get a signal. I
tried again and again. Then the first
tower fell.

I watched it collapse into a gray
cloud of debris that grew larger as it
headed toward me. I dropped my
phone, turned and sprinted. As I
looked over my shoulder, it was clear
there was no way I could outrun the

cloud, so I began looking for cover. I
saw a utility van and crawled under-
neath, but by then the cloud had en-
gulfed everything. It was completely
dark. My eyes burned. I could barely
breathe. Lying there, I thought about
Dad. My mother was already de-
ceased, and we had lost my younger
sister a few years earlier when I was
still in college. I thought about how
devastating it would be for him to
outlive two of his children.

Then I began to worry that the
van would run me over, so I crawled
out from underneath and banged on
the window. Someone slid open the
door and I climbed inside, but too
much dust had seeped in, and it was
still difficult to breathe. I eventually
left the van and police ushered me
into a nearby building, where I was
told moments later that it wasn’t
safe in there either, and that I had to
evacuate. Back outside, it was get-
ting lighter. I saw a Burger King up
ahead. Employees were giving out
cups of water.

While inside, I heard what
sounded like thunder. The restau-

rant had huge floor-to-ceiling win-
dows facing the sidewalk, and sud-
denly they went completely black.
The second tower had collapsed. I
waited for the dust to settle and
walked back home to Brooklyn. I
looked as if I had been rolling
around in a giant ashtray. The first
thing I did was call my father. After
that, I sat down at my desktop com-
puter and typed an email to my edi-
tors to let them know what hap-
pened to me and that I was OK. To
my surprise, the email was printed
in the paper the next day.

For months after the attacks, the
New York Times ran short bio-
graphical sketches of the victims—
firefighters, flight attendants, bank-
ers, restaurant workers, Pentagon
employees. Every day, I would try
to read them on the way to work,
but I could never get past the first
three or four without becoming too
emotional and wondering what my
obituary would have said. Twenty-
five Septembers after 9/11, I don’t
feel sad about getting older. I feel
lucky.

On my way in to work, I
found myself breathing
acrid smoke and taking
cover under a utility van.

UPWARD
MOBILITY
By Jason L.
Riley
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China Overplayed Its Hand on Critical Minerals

X i Jinping is scheduled to visit
President Trump at the
White House Sept. 24. Seven

weeks later, on Nov. 10, the U.S.-
China trade agreement that eased
China’s export restrictions on criti-
cal minerals is set to expire. But as
the U.S. and allies like Australia and
Japan collaborate to create alterna-
tive supply chains, China’s leverage
is becoming increasingly perishable
by the day.

When a government exploits a
chokepoint, whether Iran holding
the Strait of Hormuz or China
bringing down the boom on rare
earths, it takes a risk. In the short
term, Iran or China will achieve
asymmetric gains, but over time
these returns will diminish. Inven-
tories rise, customers diversify, pro-
ducers change investment plans,
and infrastructure that had been
too expensive becomes economical.
That’s happening now with China’s
hold on critical minerals, and it’s
why Beijing’s trading partners are
working together more effectively
to break that hold.

Looking back, China probably did
its trading partners a favor by ex-

ploiting the chokepoint it spent de-
cades establishing. Dependence on
China for critical minerals has been
a national-security vulnerability for
those trading partners for decades.
We knew that well before China im-
posed export controls in 2023.

After its rare-earth shock in
2010, Japan helped finance an alter-
native supply through Australia’s
Lynas, now the world’s largest pro-
ducer of separated rare earths out-
side China. Mr. Trump saw the
problem coming, too. In 2017 his
first administration formally identi-
fied America’s dependence on criti-
cal minerals as a national-security
vulnerability.

We also knew about it in Austra-
lia. My government released Aus-
tralia’s first critical-minerals strat-
egy in 2019. Six months later Mr.
Trump and I agreed at the White
House to integrate Australian and
U.S. supply chains and bring like-
minded countries into the effort.

These initiatives ultimately laid
the groundwork for current actions
to create alternative supply chains.
But at the time we were missing
the binding agent that industry and
government needed to overcome
China’s grip on the market. Mr. Xi

hadn’t begun to squeeze.
China’s advantage wasn’t geology

or even technology. It was econom-
ics. As I told Congress last year,
China routinely kept other suppliers
out of the market by increasing the
supply, depressing the price, tank-
ing the market and absorbing the
loss, making any new venture un-
economical.

It wasn’t that hard for China, as
these weren’t bulk commodity mar-
kets, and profits weren’t its pri-
mary goal. Global demand for the
principal magnet rare earths is less
than 100,000 tons, against close to
a billion tons of iron ore exported
each year from Australia alone.
Rare earths don’t need dedicated
railways, ports and bulk carriers.
Small volumes make a market eas-
ier to manipulate, but they also
mean market dominance can be less
formidable than it looks.

The West wasn’t helping itself at
the time. Western end users happily
took the cheaper deal from China,
reinforcing the concentration that
became their own vulnerability.

China’s decision to activate its
leverage changed all this. Over 18
months starting in July 2023, Bei-
jing imposed export controls on
gallium, germanium, graphite, anti-
mony and some rare-earth-related
manufacturing.

After Mr. Trump returned to of-
fice, China imposed further export
controls on tungsten, tellurium, bis-
muth, molybdenum, indium and
seven medium and heavy rare
earths, including dysprosium and
terbium. Shortly before the late Oc-
tober 2025 Xi-Trump meeting in
Busan, South Korea, China jumped
the shark, asserting licensing con-
trol over any product made any-
where in the world containing Chi-
nese rare earths.

In Busan, Messrs. Trump and Xi
agreed to a 12-month truce. The
U.S. eased tariffs, and China sus-
pended restrictions and provided
general licenses for U.S. end users.
This would buy time for the Trump

administration to establish alterna-
tive supply chains.

Mr. Trump had already directed
agencies through an executive order
on March 20, 2025, to fast-track
permits, encourage mineral produc-
tion on federal lands, and use the
Defense Production Act to deploy
government loan guarantees and in-
vestments. A Section 232 investiga-
tion was then initiated, and the
July 2025 budget substantially
boosted the National Defense Stock-
pile and gave $500 million to the
Office of Strategic Capital for credit
subsidies capable of supporting up
to $100 billion of loans for projects.

The more important innovation
was moving beyond individual proj-
ects to change the market condi-
tions for alternative supply chains.
The July 2025 MP Materials agree-
ment committed $400 million in
preferred equity and $150 million to
a loan for heavy rare-earths separa-
tion. Most significantly, by agreeing
to a 10-year minimum floor price
for neodymium-praseodymium at
$110 a kilogram and an agreement
to buy the resulting magnets for 10
years, the U.S. inoculated producers
against China’s price manipulation,
ensuring their ventures remained
commercially viable for investors.

In October 2025 Australia
stepped up again. The U.S. and Aus-
tralia agreed to mobilize at least $1
billion for priority projects. By
April that had grown to $3.5 billion
across 11 named projects spanning
gallium, neodymium-praseodymium,
graphite, tungsten, nickel, tantalum
and magnesium.

A parallel framework between
the U.S. and Japan added pricing

measures and financing for proj-
ects, offtake, stockpiling and a
rapid-response mechanism.

All this is similar to the architec-
ture Mr. Trump and I discussed
back in 2019. Our understanding of
the threat didn’t change. China
changed the price of ignoring it, for
government and industry alike.
That is the binding agent China has
given us.

Finally, in February this year Mr.
Trump launched Project Vault,
America’s first strategic critical-
minerals reserve for civilian indus-
try, backed by $10 billion of financ-
ing from the Export-Import Bank of
the U.S. plus nearly $2 billion of
private-sector capital.

These measures haven’t yet bro-
ken Chinese dominance, and China
isn’t letting up, adding 10 U.S. com-
panies to its export-control list, in-
cluding MP Materials, in June.

The virtue of the Trump admin-
istration’s measures is that they
can’t be easily reversed by China’s
market manipulation. Floor price
and durable offtake agreements
boost resilience and provide
guardrails for Western participants
and tie in end users. These mea-
sures change the economics, en-
abling Western competitors to
challenge China’s dominance.
Counterintuitively, we have China
to thank for it.

The Busan truce bought valuable
time. The Trump-Xi meeting this
month may extend that timeline.
Regardless, China has provoked an
increasingly integrated and scaled
response that must now be sus-
tained. Now it is essential to put
permitting and the bureaucracy on
a conflict footing.

The more Beijing abuses its le-
verage, the stronger the case be-
comes to build around it. We can
thank China for that.

Mr. Morrison served as Austra-
lia’s prime minister, 2018-22. He is
vice chairman of American Global
Strategies.

By Scott Morrison

It exploited a chokepoint.
Now the U.S., Australia
and other allies are finding
ways to build around it.
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