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Nepalin turmoil
Reforms needed to stem the rot

no stranger topolitical instability, is in
turmoil again after violent anti-government
protests forced Prime Minister KP Sharma
Oli to resign. His exit came in the wake of a
brutal police crackdown on protesters that
left at least 10 dead. It was a controversial ban on social
media sites that unleashed the fury of the youth-led Gen
Zgroup,which has been campaigning against alleged cor-
ruption in the highest echelons of power The young
brigade had used popular online platforms to claim that
hildren of mini and other dignitaries owed their
lifestyles to ill-g ealth. The alleged bid
to suppress freedom of speech backfired badly. Stung by
the backlash, the gove did nottake long to revoke
the ban, but that did not help to cool frayed tempers.
The escalation in violence — Parliament, Supreme
Court, offices of political parties and ministers’' houses
wemtgetedm'memhv—lsmlsnm Thepzﬂs&a‘s
want nothing less n
ment and strict action against corrupt ]ean:hm 'D\ey are
also dh ding that those ible for the deaths in
palice firing on Monday be given exemplary punishment.
Amid the chaos and anarchy, the Mayor of Kathman-
duMetiopolitan City, Balen Shah, has emerged asan influ-
ential stakeholder. The 35-year-old ex-rapper has won the
mxslol‘GenZ bybadongﬂeammm agmmtm'mpum
andthesod { Par-
hmmt,follawdbvvalksbe!wemthemﬂmrvammues
and the The i hall for the
NepahAmw arﬂseuu-nydgmm istobring the volatile
under blance of normal-
cy. Resolving the erisis through dialogue should be the
wqy l‘mmld along with discussions to wark out a
ic reforms, The failure of the old guard
—represented by Ohandlﬂspredecrsm—mstemme
rot has fuelled fr among the
youth. Nepal has been much damaged over the last two
days. It desperately needs afresh start.

AadhaarasID

Judicial push for inclusivity in Bihar's SIR

HESupreme Court'sdirective tothe Election
Commission (EC) to accept Aadhaar as valid
proof ol' ldenmy in Bihar's ongomg Special

,' (SIR) marks an

step in b and electoral
By ising Aadhaar as the 12th identity
! Y ide ration cards, passports and other

proofs — (he court has responded to concerns that mil-
Ilons particularly migrants and the marginalised, risk
ion for want of b paperwork. The
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A home-grown uprising in Nepal

People’'s anger, despair plunge the Hlmalayan republic into chaos and uncertainty

=

RANJIT RAE
FORMER AMBASSADOR TO NEPAL

HE situation in Nepal

today is unprecedent-

ed,  unimaginable,

very serious. It is a

demonstration of the
anger. the revulsion and the fury
of the people, which has spilled
out into the streets.

The lynching of senior politi-
cians, the burning of govemment
property, of the new Parliament
built by the Chinese, of the offi-
cial hame of the Prime Minister,
called Balwwatar, of the home of
President Ram Chandra Poudel,
of private homes of former and
current prime ministers, is some-
thing Thave not seen inmy living
memory anywhere in the worid
— not in Bangladesh, not in St
Lanka, not in Indonesia.

Thisis muchworse than the sit-
uation in Bangladesh just over a
yearago, when the protestsled to
the flight of the former prime
minister Sheikh Hasina, I i
much worse than the situation in
Sri Lanka in 2022, when the

Thereis adk

and control the situation. It is,
potentially, the only stabilising
force in Nepal today. It has a
very critical role to play. The
country needs to return to
some law and order,

‘What has happened in Nepal
over the last two days is large-
ly a home-grown uprising. The
intensity of the violence is direct-
Iy linked to the 19 people killedin
the protests. If the situation had
‘been handled better yesterday, if
palitical steps had been taken, if

humscf!wmlpolmcansume Prime Minister K P Sharma Oli

burnt down, but itick had { his resignati

weren't attacked. earier, Nepal would not finditself
InKathmandu on Tuesday, for-  in the state it isright now.

mer prime minister Sher
Bahadur Deuba and his wife, for-
eign minister Arzoo Rana, were
beaten up. They are lucky to
escape with their lives. Former
PM Jhalanath Khanal also suf-
fered the same fate: his wife
has been burnt — some say she
was burnt alive,

The fact that the Nepal Army
has taken all the top politicians
in its security is good — fact is,
today, they have no alternative
but to seek shelter under the
umbrella of the Nepal Army. It

is too unsafe for them to be any-
where else.
And yes, the. stepin

The disenchantment in Nepal
that has manifested in this utter
chaos has several causes. The
younger generation, the so-called
Gen Z,is in despair They've lost
hope. It was a foolhardy decision
to ban sodal media apps. there
should have been other ways of
ensuring that these companies
abide by Nepalese laws. The
malaise is very deep in Nepal.

There is huge comuption in
high places. Worse, no investiga-
tion is being carried out in these
scams, which, allegedly involve
top leaders of political parties.
Nepalis believe that the unholy

Titi

bety the Nepali Con-

Theyoung people
leading this
Spontaneous uprising
are protesting against
what they call ‘nepo
kids’ the children of
rich politicians who
flaunt their hixurious
lifestyleson
social media.

gress and the Communist Party
of Nepal. UML, between Nepali
Congress leader and former PM
Sher Bahadur Deoba and UML
leader and (ust resigned) PM Ol
exists because it was meant to
stop investigations into comrup-
tion allegations between its top
leaders, And that these two big

THOUGHT FORTHE DAY

Nepal's young people feel about their political parties. #11

parties came together to
squeeze all the opposition
inside Pariament.

The second key reason for
the despair in Nepal is unem-
ployment. There are no jobs.
Large numbers of young people
are leaving the country for
‘menial jobs in the Gulf that dor't
evenpay well.

So when the armed police on
Monday tried to stop the young
rotestors and even used live
ammunition against them, it
unleashed a fury in Nepal that
was never seen before. I have
seen pictures of young children
in school uniform bleeding from
shotgun wounds.

This anger against the political
parties is manifesting across the
board — the Nepali Congrss
CPN (UML), the C

‘andolan’ are or what their
demands are.

Significantly, the young people
leading this spontaneous upris-
ing are also protesting against
what they call “nepo kids" or
“nepo babies”, the children of
rich politicians who flaunt their
luxurious lifestyles on sodal
media. That has caused a lot of
resentment  amongst  the
Nepalese. These young people
travel in fancy cars, live in
palatial bungalows while the
poor — well, the poor have
nowhere really to go.

It is important to note that
this agitation is taking place
across Nepal, in the Kathman-
du valley and in the Terai,
which shows the extent of
alienation in the country,

Certainly, the callous manner in
which this people's agitation was
handled speaks of a disconnect
between the leadership and the
led. It is a worrying undercurrent
that the young believe that the
system, the 2015 Constitution
that was crafted after years of
Maoist insurgency, Madhesi
agitation and endless debate,
is not delivering.

This was supposed to be a
federal democratic. secular,
indusive republic of Nepal. But
because the peace and prosperity
dividend has not been forthcom-
ing, people are questioning not
just the people whoimplemented
Constitution itself.

Naturally, India is watching the
situation dosely. We have an open
border between our two nations,
more than 2000-km-ong, along
the states of West Bengal, Bihar
and T S0 secunty

It points to a deep sense of
alienation that Nepal's young
people feel about their political
parties and the kind of gover-
nance they provided.
Significantly,thisis anameless,
faceless kind of agitation. Unlike
the ‘jan andolan’ or ‘people’s
movement' of 2006, when the
political parties as well as the
Maoists led the charge against
the monarchy, one doesn’t really
know who the leaders of this

along the border has been tight-
ened and travel across some dis-
tricts completely shut down.
India has always been on the
side of the aspirations of the
people of Nepal 1f you look at
India’s role in Nepal since 1950,
this has always been the case. I
trust that India will continue to
supporl the aspirations of the

court’s intervention also exposes troubling lapses in the
EC's functioning. Despite earlier judicial directians,
booth-level officers repartedly continued to reject Aad-
haar, even penaliging those who accepted it. Such defi-
ance not only contradicts the rule of law but also fuels
icion about the i inlity of electoral manage-

ment. The ECmustissue clear instructions to ensure that
its staff'do not turn di into arbitrary exdusi

Yet, the ruling comes with a critical caveat: Aadhaar
cannot and must not be considered proof of citizenship.
This distinction is crucial. While Aadhaar has near-uni-
vezsal coverage and is mdnspensable for welfare and

king, it was never designed to verify nauonahty
Conflating identity with citi hip would und:
bolh the law and democrauc legmmacy

4 " harni hat di clioihk
er

ers without creating fresh hurdles. Onzemhup is deter-
mined by birth and statutory eriteria, not by a single card.
‘That reality must be explained mare clearly to the public
to prevent ion ar political itation. As Bihar
heads toward elections, the judgment should serve as a
biwader precedent. Voter rolls are the bedrock of demoara-
¢y. The SC order is a nudge towards an electoral process
that is both fair and accessible. The onus is now on the EC
to implement this darity in spirit and in practice.

ON THIS DAY...50 YEARS AGO
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Goodsl'orllwmasses
’!‘hsamplemn«iyfa’ 1iti
ion. This would ‘check 'Iheprim'lhthe

mmmmmnn it makes all the difference whether he has to pay
less or more for his daily necessities. Viewed in this context, the
Government’s intention of “entering the manufacturing and
processing fields” of certain essential items needs to be wel-
comed. Union Ministerof Industryand Civil Supplies AC George

saidat t that the Central Ge
lering the of at least eight ial
dities like soaps, tooth "mzotbb)dahﬂhemop-

erative sector to end the “exploitation of brand names.” House-
huld utensils, kerusene and cmkmg stoves, woollen and ready-
made d.At present, asort
of jungle law prevails in the production and sale of some popular
iterns. Some manufacturers overplay the brand names hy exag-
gerated daims and thus hoodwink the masses. As the minister
himself pointed out, a popular brand of toothpaste costs anly 20
per cent of its selling price. Where does all the profit go? It goes
enhanu teedmelalmwlxva ar!he uﬁem-nedxan&ormszles
nd The

these counts can be cut by about one-half without harming the
basic interest of the companies. The mmpames are certainly
entitled profits, but can
allow a situation whereby the consumer is made to pay heavily
for a product and is then left guessing about its availability.

Those intoxicated with power can never willingly abandon it. —Edmund Burke

Lookbefore you take
the yogaleap

CoL RS NARULA (RETD)

December 2006, we — a group of Army and naval officers
—were attending a short course at the Institute of Technol-
ogy Management, Mussoorie. A postlunch session on

‘*knowledge management’ was particularly soporific. The top-
ic was theoretical, the msmmwus speaking in a munmone
and most of the officers dozing off. ButT

to stay awake, though my eyelids were getting heavier.

Desperately,I recalled a yoga technique learnt duringa Baba
Ramdev-inspired session. You situpright, spine straight, chest
out, hands on knees, eyes wide open, ete. to stay awake,

Mmtdmsly. 1 fek alert. My head stood tall above a sea of

Th looked at mewnlhuhmlofuppr&
ciation, ing that
in the classroom. Suddenly, the lecture seemed to get interest-
ing. He gave an example of how to apply knowledge manage-
‘ment for procuring fork ift truck s and introduced a guest speak-
er: Nicole Harrison from Gammon Forklifts Pvt Ltd,

Nicole walked in like a breeze — tall, elegant, dressed in a
cream blazer over a light pink shirt and black trousers. With
hercrisp British accent, sharp feat and radiant bit
she seemed like a BBC nfwsmader mnmlxghuug as i cotpo-
rate ¥ MV i

d slouched in their chairs.
W}m\nh-age(lxlmx@l I dedded o ask aquestionjust o attract
her attention: “What's the tumover of your company?” She
smiled charmingly, promised to reply over pastries during high
tea and called me “my dear sir” All this gave me goosebumps.
After the Iedure we moved to the lounge where company

Taid out. Nicok

said, ‘Ylmﬁamluﬂcsmum"%ldhzd ;m-mny

Then. as she guided me toward the pastry table, she held my
am softly. But soon, her grip became firmer. Then painful
And then unbearable. Suddenly, I was jolted awake.

It was Arun, my course mate, shaking me violently. “Wake
up! You've been sleeping upright like a statue for half an hour!
The instructor kept looking, hoping I'd wake you up.”

In shock, Iooked around. No Nicole. No forklift trucks. No
pastries. Just a classroom full of sleepy officers and an
instructor wrapping up his lecture. I had dozed off some-
where after “we'll understand this with an example..." And
all that followed? It was just a dream.

Later, I confirmed with Arun — there wasno Gammon Fork-
Tifts Pyt Ltd: the only ‘Gammon’ we knewwas a construction
company. Over dinner we laughed heartily.

Lesson learnt: Never try a yoga exercise in public unless
you have tised it in private — ially the part about
maoving your toes, This was the step I had forgotten to per-
form. And yes, thank you, Baba Ramdev. for one of the
most entertaining naps I've ever had.

Time for world to unite
Apropos of 'A throwback to the age of mon-
sters’; in the badkdrop of wars in Gaza and
Ukraine, where tens of thousands of lives
have beenlost, it is time for theworld to wake
upand dtand united against wars. Anyescla-
tion for Jong can lead to a nudear trigger that
will push humans back to the Stone Age. The
world must work together as one unit to
ensure complete nuclear disarmament. How
«can this important issue be addressed effec-
tively? This Urdu couplet sums up the crisis,
‘chand par bead mein jaana jahan vaalo,
pehle dharti pe to chalne ka saliga seekho’.
SIMI GANDHI, FEROZEPUR

Justice hostage to rich criminals
Refer to ‘Out of reach’: the editorial rightly
exposes the glaring injustice in handling
economic offenders. Fugitives like Mehul
Choksi, Nirav Modi and Vijay Mallya exploit
loopholes in the legal system of foreign
countries and their expected standards of
human nghls However. m stark contrast,

Youngsters taking game ahead
With reference to ‘Hockey heroes’; though
cricket has elicited more interest, the revival
of hockey over the years can't be ignored.
India winning the Asia Cup has again under-
scored the resurgence of the game in the
country. Under head coach Craig Fulton's
guidance and Harmanpreet Singh's leader-
ship, the players have shown world-class
skills. Itis heartening to see that youngsters
aretaking the sport to new heights. This vic-
tory shows how far India has come after
decades of hard work and attempts at
regaining glory of yesteryear The all-impor-
tant question is: Willsuch wins translate into
an Olympic gold or a Worid Cup title?

PL SINGH, BY MAIL

A testament to hard work

By defeating South Korea 4-1 in the Asia
Cup final, the Indian men's hockey team
not only regained the prestigious title
after eight long years but also qualified
for the 2026 World Cup. This victory is a

ordinary
ed jails in India, The guvemmmt along with
the autharities concerned must ensure that
such offenders are not able to escape in the

t to the hard work, dedication
and fighting spirit of our players and
umching staff. It also heralds a renais-
sancein hot key a sport that has given the

first place. Without strong border vigi
proactive legal measures and timely adtion,
justice will remain hostage. The govern-
ment must treat rich and poor criminals
alike to uphold justice.
CHANCHAL S MANN, UNA

Hockey team’s winning streak
Refer to ‘Hockey heroes’; the Indian
men’s hockey team won back-to-back
Olympic bronze medals in 2021 and 2024,
besides the Asian Games gold and the
Asian Champions Trophy. The team has
now won the Asia Cup after a wait of eight
years. The retirement of legends like PR
Sreejesh and Lalit Kumar Upadhyay did
create a vacuum, but players like Abhishek
Nain, Sukhjeet Singh and Sanjay are trying
to fill in their big boots. The junior World
Cup is a few months away and the Sultan
Azlan Shah Cupin November will be a prel-
ude to the World Cup as top teams like Bel-
gium and Germany will participate,

BAL GOVIND, NOIDA

nation ¢ of glory in the
past. The win is even more special as it
came on home soil, lifting the spirit of
hockey lovers across the country.

RUKMA SHARMA, JALANDHAR

No flood relief for urbanites
Refer to ‘Saini: Rs 3.26 cr sanctioned as
reserve fund for districts’; most of the
relief measures announced by the Haryana
Chief Minister are meant for rural folk and
farmers. No relief has been announced for
urbanites whose houses, shops and indus-
trial units got inundated with floodwater.
The e-Kshatipurti portal is deceptive and
superficial exemplifying ‘all show and no
substance’. Only farmers are goingto ben-
efit from it, not urban flood victims. A sim-
ilar portal was launched by the Haryana
government after the 2023 floods. It
proved to be of no help as conditions for
availing compensations were too harsh
and unrealistic to fulfil.

VINAY KUMAR MALHOTRA, AMBALA CANTT

Letters to the Editor, typed in double space, should not exceed the 200-word fimit.

cogently ndcan be sert by e-mal to: L com
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DINESH KAFLE
TEACHER, SCHOOL OF ARTS,
KATHMANDU UNNERSITY

ONDAY

marked the

bloodiest

day in the

democratic
history of Nepal as security
forces unleashed terror on
Gen Z protesters who were
speaking out against cor-
ruption, nepotism and
social media ban.

Nepal Prime Minister
KP Sharma Oli's barbaric
vulgarity was on full dis-
play in front of the coun-
try's parliament as his men
rained bullets on unarmed
youths, killing 19 of them.
This is as many as those
committed by Gyanendra
Shah during the movement
for the restoration of
democracy in 2006.

The despotic former
king's murderous creden-
tials have now been dwarfed

.
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When Gen Z sai

night, the death toll might
have risen, for many
among the 350 injured
were hit with bullets on
their heads and chests.

In murdering the starry-
eyed 20-somethings in
broad daylight right in
front of the parliament
building, Oli, aided by his
unscrupulous lieutenant,
(since resigned) Home
Minister Ramesh Lekhak,
shaken the conscience
of the nation.

As if being governed by
imbeciles were not enough,
Nepalis on Monday saw
first-hand what it feels like
to be ruled by barbarians.
And Oli's barbarian act will
haunt generations of
Nepalis for the sheer scale
of violence a democratical-
Iy elected leader can
unleash on his people.

Songs of protest

The march from Maitighar
to New Baneshwor was for
most Gen Z youths the first
protest of their lives. In the
crowd were  nervous
teenagers in their school
and college dresses who
had bunked their classes
because, for at least one
day, their rights as citizens
of this state trumped their

as  students.

by the der v elect-
ed Prime Minister, who
oversaw the cold-blooded
murder of his citizens in
broad daylight rightoutside
the temple of democracy.

I fear, my dear compatri-
ots, that when you read this
after a long, sleepless

There were excited office-
goers who had taken a half-
day leave from their offices
to offer solidarity to their
fellow youths. There were
well-meaning millennials
who had joined the
protests just so that they

Gen Z
R, = o

9.8

OPED -

d ‘enough is enou

P
SWAKEUPNEPK,

ingt

could cast protective eyes
on their younger siblings.
And then there were the
patriots who had just
shown up to offer their
moral support.

This was the protest that
would bring the keyboard
warriors of the new genera-
tion onto the streets for the
real fight — because
enough was enough.

In their social media
posts, the protesters had
all along been very partic-
ular about their commit-
ment to a peaceful march.

This is nota protest
against nepotism or
corruption
anymore; itisa
struggle to save our
democratic rights
and our humanity.

the nation.Fn

No matter the provocation
from vigilantes, they
would, they emphasised,
commit no act of violence
or vandalism.

All they would do was
sing the songs of protest,
paint the picture of resist-
ance and let the govern-
ment know that they were
watching.

And sing they did — the
anthem of protest their
grandparents and parents
had sung during the peak
of anti-monarchy protests
in the 1980s and the 2000s:

"Gaun gaun bata wutha,
basti basti bata utha (Rise
up from every village, rise
up from every town).”

Alas! What awaited them
at the barricades in
Baneshwor was a murder-
ous lot even their seniors
hadn't seen.

Democracy's nemesis

In at least the past decade,
when Oli has been at the
centre of national politics,
there has hardly been any
doubt about his undemoc-
ratic credentials. His disre-
gard for democracy was
evident in his twin coup
attempts against parlia-
ment in December 2020
and May 2021 in cahoots
with a rubber-stamp Presi-
dent, Bidya Devi Bhandari,
The second coup attempt
came right in the middle of
the pandemic as ¢itizens in
ill-equipped hospitals
gasped for oxygen.

The Achilles' heel of
democracy is that the ilk
of Oli can slither back
into the hallowed halls of
parliament despite poi-
soning the very system
that has nurtured their
ambitions, And so, here
we are — wretches of the
earth, condemned to see
the flowers of the future
nipped in the bud.

Make no mistake, the bar-
barians at the top got ever
so emboldened due to our
culpability, our failure to
fulfil the citizen dharma.
For at least the past two
decades, we have kept

gh’in Nepal

believing in the lie that we
were becoming good citi-
zens by continuing to pay
ourtaxes whilegivinga free
hand to the politicians.
Finally, Gen Z, whom we
thought was too busy creat-
ing content ontheinternet,
said “enough is enough”
and came on the streets
and paid the price of our
complacency.

Rage on!

As we struggle to process
the grief and rage emanat-
ing from an unprecedented
national tragedy. as our
Gandhian ideals of non-vio-
lence seem insufficient to
tackle the atrocity commit-
ted on the citizens, we must
continue to believe in our
ability to defenestrate the
barbarians through demo-
cratic means.

Unfortunately, for the bar
barians at the top, nobarel of
the gun haseverbeen built as
powerful as the hearts of the
people seeking justice. And
so, fight we must, withall our
might, to retain our power as
atizens of this nation,

This is not a protest
against social media ban,
nepotism or corruption any-
maore: it is a struggle to save
our democratic rights and
our humanity.

As our slain compatriots
rest in rage, we must roar
across the mountains and
the plaing, the villages and
the towns, with the clarion
call to save the soul of this
nation,

Courtesy: The Kathmandu Post

GST reformjust afirst step to making it good and simple

- ——
SUSHMA RAMACHANDRAN
SENIOR FINANCIAL
JOURNALIST

HE overhauling

of the Goods and

Services Tax

(GST) after a lag

of eight years isa
welcome reform. The only
fault in the exercise is that it
has been delayed too long.
The GST system has beenin
dire need of simplification
and rationalisation. Original-
ly conceived as a single tax
that would replace the multi-
plicgty of levies comprising
the indirect revenue struc-
ture, it ended up becoming a
tangle of red tape.

While the GST collections
have been increasingly
buoyant over the years, there
has been an equally rapid
rise in complaints by small
and medium enterprises
over harassment by zealous
tax authorities.

Disputes over minute
1ssues arising from the com-
plexity of the tax structure
should be dealt withas minor
economic  offences rather
thanascriminal acts. One can
only hope that the cument
restructuring will also ensure
an end to the harassment of
trade and industry.

The big bang reform this
time is the reduction of tax
slabs from the original four -
28, 18, 12 and 5 per cent,
respectively - to only two - 18
and 5 per cent. This is expect-
ed to shrink the revenue col-
lections by as much as Rs
48,000 crare annually. The
hope is that the cutswill spur
consumption sufficiently to
launch a virtuous cycle of
higher production and
investments.

There is no doubt this will
stimulate the economy. The
only question is; to what
extent, and whether this will
be sufficient to make up the
revenue shortfall to Centre
and states,

State governments,
whether helmed by the BIP
or other parties, are natural-
ly apprehensive over the
prospect of  reduced
finances despite having vot-
ed unanimously far the
measures in the GST Coun-
dl. But the political gains
from supporting price cuts
on virtually the entire range
of essential goods has not
escaped their notice.

Despite the potential rev-
enue loss, cutting the num-
ber of tax slabs makes emi-
nent sense, The 28 per cent
slab should not have been
created in the first place even
as having four tax rates creat-
ed enormous complexity.
Even now, a punitive 40 per
cent rate has been created for
socalled “sin”® goods. So,
effectively there are still
three tax slabs.
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ONE TAX: By placing the entire category of food into the lowest 5 per cent slaih, it no longer matters

There are also multiple
versions of GST There is
integrated GST on inter
state supplies of goods and
services, and there is central,
state and union territary
GST, imposed on intra-state
supplies.

Till now, there has also
been a compensation cess
meant to cushion states
from the loss of revenues,
having sacrificed their own
levies in favour of this tax.
Rortunately, this s now
being done away with in the
next few months.

The imposition of GST on
health and life insurance
should also not have been
introduced in the first place.
Given the need to expand
the insurance coverage
throughout the country, this

DOWN

1 Biased (3-5) 1 Supplant (4)
5 Kiln (4) 2 Embodiment (7)
9 Supply meagrely (5) 3 Forever(2,10) 1
10 Proposition ta be 4 Absolute (6)

proved (7) 6 Objects of
11 Aghast (6-6) art (5) 4|7
13 Like better (6) 7 Blockhead (8)
14 Summon to 8 Finally have done with

( 2)

)

12 Clearly defined (8)
15 The mean (7)

16 Break through (6)

18 Great strength (5)

9 Responsibility(4)

whether popeorn is sold in the salted, caramel, packaged or loose versions, SANCEEP JosH!

The task must now
be to makeit
simpler and easier
touseso thatittruly
becomes the long-
awaited Good and
Simple Tax.

should not have been chosen
as an avenue to raise rev-
enue. With private health-
care costs rising rapidly,
insurance is the only way to
shield those at the bottom of
the pyramid from crippling
medical expenses.

On the other hand, one of
the big positives in the
entire exercise is the effort
to reduce the inverted duty
structure created in many
sectors. An inverted duty
means that raw materials or
inputs are taxed at a higher
rate than the finished prod-
uet. It has been corrected,
for instance, in the textile
sector with manmade fibre
and yarn being brought
down from 18 and 12 per
cent, respectively, to a uni-
form 5 per cent.

On the other hand, anom-
alies remain, with steel being
taxed at 18 per cent while
many finished products are
at the lower 5 percent.

The inverted duty struc
ture creates huge complica-
tions for business asthey pay
greater tax on inputs than is
being collected from the out-
put, The tax authorities must
iron out all these wrinkles
and ensure there is genuine
ease of doing business.

The classification of goods,
which had created multiple
disputes and sparked pro-
longed litigation, has now
thankfullyalso beeneased to
agreatextent. By placing the
entire category of food into
the lowest 5 per cent slab, it
no longer matters whether
popeorn ig sold in the salted,
caramel, packaged or loose
versions. Similarly, other
classifications have been
made much broader. making
compliance easier

The next step being talked
about is whether trade and
industrywill pass onthe ben-
efits of the tax cuts to con-
sumers. This is not an issue
that should be considered as
another way to penalise
trade and industry. Business
associations have already
pointed out the process of
shifting to the new system
will not be an easy one.

It is for revenue agenciesto
help enterprises to make the
shift a relatively painless
one, rather than adopt a
punitive approach. There are
bound to be some enterpris-

es seeking to defraud con-
sumers, but the fact that tax
rates have been brought
down has been widely publi-
cised, ensuring that the gen-
eral public is educated well
onthe issue,

The revenue authorities
should, thus, direct their
energies towards assisting
the majority of businesses
moving towards the new sys-
tem rather than trying to
focus on the minority seek-
ing to evade compliance.

While this major step
towards GST reform is com-
mendable, it must be
viewed as the first in a
process towards creating a
simpler and effective tax. It
must not be forgotten that
the original concept of a
single levy was expected to
raise GDP growth consider-
ably here as it had done
elsewhere. It has so far
been adopted in 140 coun-
tries, where revenues have
risen along with GDP.

The National Council of
Applied Economic Research
had done astudy prior to the
GST implementation, pro-
jecting it would raise India's
economic growth by 0.9 to
LT percentage points,
assuming that it would be a
single tax.

With multiple tax rates and
cumbersome systems, it is
far from the ariginal objec
tive. The task must now be to
make it simplerand easier to
use so that it truly becomes
the long awaited Good and
Simple Tax.
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CONTRAPUNTO

One does not establlsh a dictatorship in order to

safequardar one makes the lution in
order to establish the dictatorship
- GEORGE ORWELL

After The Z-Quake

Nepal's youth uprising has left it in a flux. India should
continue engaging, without appearing to influence outcomes

epal’s social media ban didn’t cause Oli’s fall anymore than

fruitseller 1 Bouazizi's self-i ionstirred the

Arab Spring in Tunisia in 2010. Both were trigger events, but
theunrest-arisingfrom widespread discontent—had been building
up for months. That Oli was busy cementing his position in his
party, CPN-UML, on Sunday - to ensure a third term at its helm -
only shows how out of touch he and his govt were with the
youth’sangst. Monday’s brutal crackdown, that leftatleast 20 young
protesters dead, made their position untenable.

Although Nepal army has taken charge of security now, the
ongoing churn is a matter of grave concern for India, coming just
over a year after a student revolution in Bangladesh dislodged the
friendly regime of Sheikh Hasina. Nepal is geopolitically more
significant as a buffer between India and China, and has largely
played friend in the tense subcontinent. Although Oli is a known
India-baiter, cosyingupto Chinaandraising
thorny issues — CPN-UML again opposed
India and China’s agreement to trade across
the Lipulekh Pass on Monday - India has
responded cautiously Modi on Tuesday
described the violence as “heart-rending”,
and appealed “to all my brothers and sisters
in Nepal to support peace”.

Wait-and-watch is the best approach for
now, because “intervention” of any kind
will be resented, especially when rumours
of a foreign hand in the “uprising” are rife.
With China actively courting Nepal, India
does not want to be seen playing big brother. The stakes are high -
India has traditionally been Nepal's biggest foreign investor and
source of assistance. But since 2017, Chinese FDI commitments —
not actual investments — have grown bigger. India no longer has a
trademonopoly in Nepal. Whileitremains themain sourceof petrol
and diesel, memories of 2015's unofficial trade blockade - imposed
after the adoption of Nepal's new constitution — have made Nepal
cautious. This year, China has grabbed the lead in Nepal's car
market with EVs, pushing India to second place.

That said, Nepal doesn’t seem too keen to hitch its wagon to
China. It has struck a balance. For instance, joining China’s BRI
without taking on too much debt. It’s naturally more comfortable
with India, with which it has cultural, religious and linguistic ties.
So, Indiamust maintain its level of engagement, without beingseen
as influencing the course of events.

Losing Count In Bihar

Time is of essence for any drive to verify electorate’s
documents and ensure voter rolls are robust
Supreme Court’s directive that Aadhaar must be accepted for

claims, by Bihar’s voters who were wrongly deleted, was fore-

told. India is struggling to synchronise two systems, paper-driven
and digital-led, as it tries to transition to a tech interface between
state and citizen. The scary joke is that Aadhaar is established as a
flawed tech because its subcontractor layers are unregulated, but
the identity’s universality has made it an essential ID to simply move
things along—a gas connection to a phone connection. That isnot to
say, as SC observed, that birth certificates or any of the remaining
11 documents allowed for voter roll inclusion cannot be forged.

With 20 days to go before voter rolls for Bihar’s assembly elections
arefinalised, another SIR-driven exercise
has created confusion - rationalisation
5 of poll booths so each has no more than
1,200 voters, down from1,500. Poll booths
haveincreased toalmost 91k fromaround
77k. Booths are re-numbered and BLOs
arenewly assigned. All efficiently done.
But voters wanting to use Aadhaar, and
thoseraisingobjections, mustdeal withanew BLO. Thenew BLO has
barely15days tosource voters’ documents from his predecessor BLO.
Names may be all digitised but not all documents of verification are
uploaded. With poll booths renumbered, the handover is confusing
BLOs, hampering the verification drive.

It's this kind of chaos that a hurried SIR cannot avoid. As it is,
EC’s counsel told court that petitioners’ insistence on Aadhaar is to
onboard ‘illegal migrants’ - an indictment of Aadhaar and indicative
of anapproachmore y than inclusi ry. Bihar SIR has
shown that digitisation/tech can’t be solutions in and of them-
selves, and that any exercise to ensure robust voter rolls needs time
for thorough review. Any SIR held mere months ahead of any polls
simply risks losing count.

Out of alignment

The ins and outs of being pally
with whom, when and how

Jug Suraiya

Ministry of External Affairs, MEA, sat at adesk on which was
spread out a large map of the world. covered with compasses,
dividers, protractors, and other gizmos, and scratched its
collective head as it tried to figure out the theorems of geo-
politicalgeomelry

ive sigh. Ithad all be inthe
g,omiolddays of Non A]_lgned Movement, which wasnotamovement butastate
of reassuring immobility.

Non-Alignment meant being not aligned, ie, not in line with America and
its allies, while being doubly Non-Aligned as in being non Non-Aligned with
Soviet Union and its satellites like Cubaand Egypt.

Then - poof! - Soviet Union vanished in a puff of smoke of dialectical
immaterialism. India liberalised. And globalisation gobbled the world.

India became non Non-Aligned with America, thanks to China
(&)  beingabaddy-baddy for both.
i Then America’s buddy-buddy, India, became a 50% buddy; or a
baddy-buddy, for buying oil from Russia, and so got clobbered with
" ] the blunt instrument of 50% tariffs.

e s 0 @ But India who'd been non Non-Aligned with
Secondoplmorl Russia when it was Soviet Union, said oils well
-~ that vends well, and continued dealing with
Moscow. India isalsalooking tosee if it can turn China from beinga 1962 baddy
into being a 2025 baddy-buddy, and be atleast 50% aligned with it.

This is a ticklish problem because, 1962 apart, China's all-weather buddy-
buddy is nuclear sabre-rattling Pakistan, India’s arch adversary, whom China
aided and abetted during Operation Sindoor. Moreover, tariffs notwith-
standing, India is partof Quad, an American anti-alignment against China.

MEA sighed again. Maybe instead of Non-Alignment, have Multi-Align-
ment, like multitasking, and be aligned on Mondays and Wednesdays with
America, Tuesdays and Thursdays with Russia, and Fridays and Saturdays
with China, takingamuch-needed Alignment holiday on Sunday.

That'’s the trouble with Mulu -Alignment, concluded MEA. One side's
Ali ti side’s

This Election Is About That Election

Radhakrishnan doesn't just replace Dhankhar, he increases BJP’s play in Tamil Nadu, where polls are
due next year. But the party has chosen short-term opportunism over long-term brand bulldlng in TN

R Jagannathan

The election of CP Radhakrishnan as
Vice President of India, after the
unexpected exit of Dhankhar in July,
is less about NDA's obvious edge in
Parliament numbers and more about
the optics in Tamil Nadu, where he’s
been aprominent voice of BJP.

His selection as NDA's candidate was about putting
the TN Dravidian ecosystem in a dilemma. This was
quickly countered by INDI Alliance
putting up a Telugu candidate,
former SC judge B Sudershan
Reddy, in the hope that NDA's
allies in the state would facea
similar dharma sankat. The
election results, however,
suggest that regional solida-
rity did not play much of arole
in the final outcome.

The question is whether BJP's
gambit is enough to give it serious
political purchase in a state that has
traditionally been hostile to northern parties,
basis its obsession with Dravidian identity.
If in Kerala the preponderance of minority
communities makes a BJP political ascent
without allies near impossible, in Tamil
Nadu there is the added speed-breaker of
anti-north, anti-Brahmin sentiment that
regional parties can hope to cash in on.
Local Dravidian parties have also gone to
substantial lengths to deny cultural linkages
with thenorth.

BJP under Modi sees Tamil Nadu as the
ultimate challenge, and for this it has left no stone
unturned to court voters. From installing the Sengol in
the new Parliament building to establishing the Kashi
Tamil Sangamam, an annual event to celebrate the
civilisational bonds between Kashi and the Tamil people,
and the PM himself offering prayers at Gangaikonda
Cholapuram, where a grand temple for Lord Shiva was
built by Chola emperor Rajendra Chola-I, BJP has
spared no effort to break barriers to it

heritage of the Cholas (incomparable temple builders,
whose architectural achievements include the
Brihadiswara temple in Thanjavur)isat odds with how
Dravidian parties like to see the three Tamil dynasties
(the Pallavas, Pandyas and Cholas) discussed.

Before the elevation of Radhakrishnan to vice
presidency, the most notable BJP gambit had been the
d:scuvery uf a chansmauc ‘Tamil leader in K Annamalai,
toget BJP’s vote

ideline oitcouldally with ADMK
again. Keen to shore up its support in Parliament
and to dent DMK in Tamil Nadu, BJP chose to make
compromises to ensure that MK Stalin’s party does not
gain through a division of opposition votes.

However, there is now anew political force in Tamil
Nadu, with actor Joseph Vijay launching his own
political party, Tamilaga Vettri Kazhagam (Tamil Victory
Pal ty). Beforehim, MG Ramachandran, J Jayalalithaa,

sharem2024lnkSahhaelect10ns to double-digits.

But short-term realities often undercut long-term
hopes in politics. During his stint as state chief, Anna-
malai sought to build BJP's own base by attacking both
DMK and the Edapaddi Palaniswami-led ADMK. Hedid
thiseven while bringing some of the offshoot parties of
erstwhile ADMK intothe NDA fold. This led Palaniswami
toexit NDA before the Lok Sabha elections.

significant player in Tamil politics.

Among other things omised during his
Gangaikonda Cholapuram visit, Modi said tall statues
of Rajaraja Chola and his son Rajendra Chola would
be built in the state. This claiming of the spiritual

i himself lost to DMK in Coimbatore, a
constituency from which Radhakrishnan was elected
toLok Sabha inthe past,and which DMK converted into
aprestige battletocut Annamalax downtosizeatatime
when hisstature was growin

Now, with assembly electmns looming large, BJP

and Sivaji Ganesan were the other actors
totrytheir handat polmcs Only the first twomade it

big, hief minister'schair
many times. Will Vijay make it?
Initial reports suggest he will
indeed impact the next assembly
elections, although we don’t
know at whose cost. It does
seem thatsome sections of the
church -apowerful institution
in Tamil Nadu, with support in
DMK as well — may go with Vijay.
He has also chosen to target both
DMK and BJP. which is seen as an
effort to grab chunks of the core
Dravidian vote along with the Christian vote.
The church has been a strong opponent of BJP
and the Sangh, since they oppose its conversion
agenda.

Net-net, BJP has its work cut out in Tamil
Nadu, with or without ADMK. Yes, widely seen
as an upper caste party, it has now widened

its base in western Tamil Nadu, where ADMK
too finds strong support from the Gounder
community. But the way other parties are able to
use anti-Brahminism to keep BJP perpetually on
the backfoot makes the ADMK alliance critical for
its political relevance in the short term.
make an impact on its own, BJP needs a solid base
of atleast 20% of the vote, afterwhichalliescan chipin.In
Tamil Nadu, any alliance which can garner around 35%
of the vote stands a good chance of winning a majority.
BJP as of now is far from reaching that level. To grow, it
needs to fight at least one or two elections on its own
(along with minor allies). This can’t be done if ADMK is
its senior partner, which moreover refuses to even
concede that BJP will be part of govt if the alliance wins.
BJP has chosen short-term opportunism over long-
term brand building. It needs more solo efforts, and
more strong regional leaders apart from Annamalai to
overcome the Dravidian mindblock.

Why Nepal’s Young Are Raging. What Now For Its Old Elite?

A political class presiding over a spoils system, which spawned a group of privileged ‘nepo kids’,
underestimated Gen-Z frustration. Around 8 lakh young people exit the country every year. Now, even
Nepal’s new constitutional system, adopted in 2015, is at risk, writes a Nepali journalist

Akanshya Shah

Nepal's PM KP Oli was forced toresign
Tuesday amidst rising pressure follo-
wing state brutality against agitating

repercussions, mainly from the youth among whom
Instagram and YouTube are highly popular.

In fact, there's a clear disconnect today between the

leadersandNepal syoung people, whoarenow hooked on
and other

Gen-Z protesters the day before. His

Kore:
Aslan cultures. Social med.m is vital for them. Plus, as a

exitraises seriou about the

4 I relevance of Nepal's leadership and

the new political system established through the 2015
constitution.

It’s clear the power-wielding troika, comprising
Oli of CPN-UML, Nepali Congress president Sher
Bahadur Deuba and Maoist chief Prachanda, is
facing the worst wrath of the Nepali youth, exaspe-
rated by the political leadership’s lack of account-
ability, ill-governance and rampant corruption.

What comes next is the big question. It feels
like Nepal is in uncharted territory. If one goes by
constitutional interpretation, all options must be
explored before parliament is dissolved. Under
the circumstances, a new govt can be formed from
within the current parliament.

In fact, in 2021 Nepal's Supreme Court was clear
on this matter. However, the anger on Nepal's
streets is unlikely to brook such an arrangement.
There isalso talk of army takeover. Butthistooisin
the realm of last resort and fraught with tricky
issues like the legacy of the civil war and former
Maoist combatants.

How did things come to this pass? There's no
denying Oli govt totally misread the situation and
sentiments of Nepali youth. There are three key
factors. First, Oli govt's non-tolerance of social media
criticism. It's well-known Oli is no supporter of social
media and has been wanting to crack down on these
new-age platforms since his earlier tenure. He used a
year-old Supreme Court directive to give one week’s
notice to all those social media channels that had not
registered in Nepal to comply with govt norms. But
in making this hasty decision, govt misjudged the

number of young Nepalis study and work
abroad, social media is also a tool to connect back home.
Thefallout is thusaresult of lack of empathy ongovt's part.

Corruption is the second factor: Almost all top Nepali
leaders are implicated in some corruption scandal or
the other: The Bhutanese refugees scam, Giri Bandhu
tea estate scandal, misappropriation of cooperative
funds, visit visaextortionscandal, and the vast number
of corruption cases in the construction sector among
others have plagued the image of the country and the
govt. This is one of the main agendas of the ongoing
Gen-Zprotests.

The youth is also infuriated by the lavish lifestyle of
what they call the ‘nepo kids’ - children of politicians.
This seems unaceeptable in a country su uggling to

leave the country daily in search of jobs. As per one
estimate, around 8L Nepalis leave for foreign employ-
menteach year.

Third, the Nepali leadership was reluctant to draw
lessons from the region’s changing geopolitical scenario—
in and Sri Lanka for ple -and the fall
of powerful regimes due to lack of empathy towards
genuine public grxevances The repeat of the same old
faces in top with deli
intermsof development andreformsbrought wide-
spread resentment and condemnation.

It's unfortunate that even with the downfall of
monarchy and establishment of a democratic,
republican, secular order, Nepal's leadership has
failed to uphold the objectives of thelast two Jana
Andolans (people’s movement in 1990 and 2006).
The mandate was for a new Nepal - one that's
progressive, inclusive and people-centric. The
gains of the peace process made after the bloody
civil war are now in peril with Maoist leader
Prachandaalso underattack.

Oli govt did try to wriggle out of the situation by
pointing fingers at infiltrators during Monday's
agitation. Gen-Z protesters too have acknowledged
that some cadre of the political opposition, other
outfits and miscreants did infiltrate their protests,
especially in the parliament building area. But this
is being perceived as an excuse of the state to resort to
brutality. Gen-Z is in no mood to relinquish the streets
asanger seems out of control in the Kathmandu Valley
and other cities.

Add to this the fact that Oli found himself in the
middle of this turmoil after his recent visit to China -
for the SCO summit and Beijing's victory parade— where
he raised the issue of Lipulekh with Xi. This did not
send a good signal to New Delhi. Oli's planned visit to
Indialater this month was also abruptly called off.

As for Nepal's tryst with democracy, it will take
anger over the killing of protesters to first subside to

revivei i

and where

tepsin this journey.
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Sacredspace

Compassion is not
arelationship
between the healer
and the wounded.
Itsarelationship
between equals.
Only whenwe know
ourown dmkne\\ well canwe be
present with the darkness of others.
Compassion becomes real when we
recognise our shared humanity.

e Pema Chédron

Caring For Young And Sensitive Hearts

Anil K Rajvanshi

ept10is observed as World Suicide

Prevention Day. According to govt

of Indiafigures (National Crime
Records Bureau), around 13,000
students(7.6% of the total suicides in
India) committed suicide in 2022.

Itis imperative to examine pressures
oon young minds that force them to
commit suicide. And how have we come
tothissorry situation where the
studentslose their desiretolive? The
young and formative minds are more
prone tocome under pressure. Ata
young age, the brain is powerfuland

notonly puts tr
young minds but also suppresses their
curiosity and inventiveness. Society
must introspect on why we stress so
much on grades. Most childrenare
afraid of failing exams. The pressure to
perform creates fear Such strong fears
created ata youngage make the
mind highly strung, andany o300a
trigger can break it. i
Also, during youngage,
sexual hormones rage in 5%
the body. Those energies ()
need to be channelled. If
left unattended, they create
hamc inthebrainandlead THE SPEAKING TREE ©nslaughtfromsocial media

pressureon

and creative work
and presenting them with interesting
tasks, then loneliness may be reduced.
One way to help children is to instil
inthem a desire and interest inreading.
If childrenread alot, it will be good for

@ By creating curiosity among
childrenand making them aware that
there are other things in life than only
passing exams - making them aware
that there arec o!hex avenues of

P ingand

their mind and their

unhampered by memory knots. This
makes it sensmve, and such sensitive
minds )
easily buckle under pressures,

From early childhood, children are
conditioned toexcel in examsand achieve
good grades. Consequently, we have
become an exam-passing society, which

Thisisnota
green signal for promiscuous behaviour
butawarning to adults torecognise
signs and help in their sublimation.
If we can create conditions that
allow us to sublimate these strong
desires into something positive, for

example, by having childr in

Reading helps create an internal
mental movie, which uses amajor
portionof the brain. This

’, expands themind’s horizon

2 byallowingonetothink,
assimilate, and reflect on
new ideas. Thisis far better
than the information

and mobile phones. The
physical interaction that children lack
increasesloneliness. n older days,
there was no way toavoid physical
contact; it helped in overcoming
loneliness and resolving mental issues.
So.how canall of us help inreducing
S s

Parents need tospend more
time with their children.

® Bycreatingan interesting
environment inschool that children
become interested and curious about
issues surrounding them. Once their
bright formative minds are seized of the
idea, then they will vigorously pursue
it. Inits absence, they revert to social
mediaand idlechit-chat.

® Byenablingdevelopmentof
empathy and compassion in them
through counselling services or spiritual
practices. Being empathetic to others
and compassionate towards other
people’s suffering to a greater degree
reduces the sense of aloofness and helps
indevelopingresilience.
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Obstacles are things a person sees when he
takes his eyes off his goal.
E. Joseph Cossman

Digital discontent:
Nepal crisis has
lessons for others

he crisis in violence-torn Nepal highlights a volatile mix of

youth activism, social media, government censorship, and

governance issues. The government’s ban on more than

two dozen social media platforms, including Facebook and

X, has led to violent clashes, resulting in casualties and un-
rest. This situation reflects a broader global challenge of striking a
delicate balance between state power and individual freedoms, espe-
cially as digital platforms become the voice for the youth.

Nepal’s protests, mainly led by Gen Z, demonstrate that social me-
dia is not just a communication tool but also a catalyst for political
action. Young people make up a large part of Nepal's population
and rely heavily on platforms like Facebook, Instagram, WhatsApp,
and Reddit to organise, express their dissent, and highlight issues of
corruption and inequality. Their online outrage quickly gave way to
street protests, demonstrating that digital spaces have become essen-
tial for political expression.

The Nepal government’s attempt to limit social media activism
through a ban on platforms backfired. The government claimed the
ban was to fight misinformation, hate speech, and fraud, but sections
saw it as censorship aimed at silencing opposition. The ban disrupted
daily life, impacting businesses, tourism, and personal communica-
tions, while also increasing public anger. The protests, which resulted
in multiple deaths and injuries, showed that restricting online plat-
forms can have serious consequences.

This scenario essentially highlights two sides of social media: One
about freedom of expression, and the other about guarding individu-
al freedoms and drawing boundaries to guard against misleading in-
formation. The Nepal crisis illustrates how a simplistic regulatory ap-
proach — focused only on control — does not solve deeper issues like
corruption, economic inequality, and political disenfranchisement.
Governments need to understand that social media serves both as a
platform for expressing grievances and as a means for dialogue and
reform.

India, with similar demographic and socio-economic conditions,
can learn important lessons from Nepal’s experience since there is
an overlap. India’s youth, too, are heavily dependent on social me-
dia and have been using the platform to express themselves fearless-
ly. Also, like Nepal, unemployment is a major issue that India is also
grappling with. While India’s leadership haven’t taken social media
critics lightly, there has been a measured tolerance hinging on ac-
countability without overtly resorting to extreme steps like blanket
censorship.

A crucial aspect is the role of government regulation. Social media is
flooded with false information and misleading narratives, sometimes
threatening social unity and stoking unrest. In the guise of regulat-
ing misuse, the government cannot impose a blanket ban on what is
now becoming the voice of common citizens. Yes, protecting people’s
dignity, privacy, and stopping misinformation are crucial, but not at
the cost of stifling all voices. There is a need for extreme caution here.

The crisis in Nepal offers key lessons for India and other democra-
cies across the world, where social media has become a part of day-
to-day lives. Social media can empower youth and force a change; it
has led to reforms and policy decisions and has been a crucial tool
in the hands of the helpless. Governments must recognise their re-
sponsibility and listen, engage, and reform. Suppressing online dis-
sent through bans and censorship might create a temporary facade of
control, but it ultimately risks sparking larger unrest. Upholding free-
dom of expression, installing reasonable checks and balances, and
encouraging fair dialogue are crucial steps for ensuring social stabili-
ty in an expanding digital space.

OPEN SPACE > (o

Inadvisable to have shopping
malls near bus terminus

early a decade and a half after the ambitious plan to transform the Margao
Bus Stand into an ultra-modern bus terminus, the initiative has now re-
portedly been revived by floating a fresh tender. Margao is in dire need of a
state-of-the-art transport hub which will serve the commuting people of Salcete
and South Goa at large. It is learnt that the government has reportedly proposed
to allocate prime land to a private player under PPP mode to set up shopping
malls and hotels in lieu of building the bus-terminal and in the process may
have ised the bus-stand i ture. Having malls near
bus-terminals can have several disadvantages. Malls generate significant traf-
fic, and when combined with a bus stand, this can lead to severe congestion
and gridlock, slowing down both bus services and general traffic flow. The
presence of a large shopping mall can negatively impact small, independent
businesses in the area, potentially leading to their decline or closure. Shopping
malls require vast amounts of space, often leading to the destruction of natural
habitats and the replacement of open areas with concrete and parking lots.
ADELMO FERNANDES, Vasco
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Road safety cannot ignore NH-66

If authorities can ensure that the elevated corridor adheres to
the standards prescribed by law, public faith will be restored

>The writer

is a Doctoral

| Researcher working
| under the Alliance
of European
Universities and
has presented his
research works at

| various Academic
Conferences.

ADV MOSES PINTO

oad Safety Week has been a fixture

in Goa's public calendar, filled with

rallies, seminars, and slogans. Its
declared purpose is to reduce accidents,
instil discipline, and protect lives. Yet the
impact of such symbolic weeks is limited
unless paired with structural reform. The
state’s most pressing test is visible along the
NH-66 elevated corridor, where breaches in
planning and execution have converted a
flagship infrastructure project into a corri-
dor of hazards rather than of safety.

Statutory expectations

Road safety is not merely aspirational; it
is anchored in statutory duties. The Motor
Vehicles Act 1988 empowers enforcement
authorities to regulate traffic, mandate
safety devices, and penalise violations. The
Indian Roads Congress guidelines and Min-
istry of Road Transport and Highways cir-
culars prescribe standards for signage, lane
demarcation, and protective barriers. The
Supreme Court Committee on Road Safety
has repeatedly emphasised the four-E for-
mula — engineering, enforcement, educa-
tion, and emergency care (S. Rajaseekaran v
Union of India, SC). When any one element
fails, as in the engineering lapses on NH-66,
the result is predictable: loss of life and ero-
sion of public trust.

The case of NH-66

The NH-66 elevated corridor was pro-
jected as an artery to ease congestion and
provide safer passage along Goa’s coast. In-
stead, observations during recent petitions
before the High Court revealed unfinished
crash barriers, poorly marked diversions,
and unsafe pedestrian access. Reports high-
lighted stretches without functional light-
ing and drainage, contributing to collisions
during monsoon months. The paradox of
holding Road Safety Week while allowing
such a corridor to operate exemplifies a
governance gap between awareness cam-
paigns and ground realities.

The irony deepens when potholes dom-
inate everyday travel even during the
very week dedicated to safety. Editorials
in the Goan press have pointed out that
road users are instructed to practise dis-
cipline while authorities themselves per-
mit surfaces to deteriorate. The citizen is
penalised for not wearing a helmet, but
the agency responsible for road main-
tenance faces little accountability when
potholes cause accidents. This imbal-
ance undermines the moral authority of
awareness drives.

Road safety in
Goa requires
integration:
engineering
integrity first,
supported by
technological
. enforcement |

Seasonal transition

Goa's road conditions change dramati-
cally between the monsoon and summer
months. Heavy rainfall leaves behind pot-
holes, eroded shoulders, and weakened
crash barriers. When the rain subsides,
motorists suddenly face altered road ge-
ometry: temporary puddles give way to
hidden craters, loose graval emerges, and
faded markings are not i re-

of safety features could attract such lia-
bility. Judicial review remains the correc-
tive mechanism when administrative as-
surances are not met. The High Court of
Bombay at Goa has been moved in public
interest petitions, reflecting the citizen’s
last resort to enforce accountability.

If Road Safety Week is to be more than
ceremonial, it must be linked with meas-
urable These include:

stored. The transition period is therefore
a time of heightened risk. Vehicles that
adjust to monsoon caution often accel-
erate into summer speed, unaware that
the roads remain compromised. A genu-
ine Road Safety Week must explicitly ad-
dress this seasonal hazard by mandanng

Completion of all crash barriers and pe-
destrian underpasses before any further
inauguration of NH-66 stretches;

Independent safety audits by accred-
ited engineers, with reports placed in
the public domain. A binding timeline
for pothole rectification across state and
national higt ion of emer-

post-monsoon safety audits, i di
resurfacing of highways, and repainting
of lane markings before summer traffic
peaks. Without this bridging exercise, ac-
cident rates will continue to spike during
the seasonal shift.

The state has announced plans to in-
stall Al-powered traffic cameras to detect
violations automatically. Technology can
indeed deter rash driving and red-light
jumping. Yet cameras cannot compensate
for missing crash barriers or sudden lane
drops. Artificial intelligence will record
the last seconds of a violation but cannot
reverse the structural negligence that led
to it. Road safety in Goa requires integra-
tion: engineering integrity first, support-
ed by technological enforcement.

The Global Road Safety Week theme
earlier this year was protection of pedes-
trians and cyclists. Goa's elevated high-
way project has failed to incorporate
adequate pedestrian crossings, cycling
lanes, or refuge points. The absence of
grade-separated safe passages forces vul-
nerable users into motorised lanes. This
contradicts both international best prac-
tice and the state’s own stated objective
of inclusive mobility. Road Safety Week
must not remain confined to drivers and
riders; it must centre the most vulnerable
road users.

The doctrine of constitutional tort plac-
es liability upon state authorities where
negligence results in violation of the right
to life under Article 21 (see Nilabati Be-
hera v State of Orissa, SC). In the context
of NH-66, accidents traceable to absence

gency medical response units along acci-
dent-prone zones of the corridor; Without
such benchmarks, public campaigns risk
becoming empty ritual.

Community eﬁgement
through discipline

Civil society groups such as MARG in
Goa have long demonstrated that road
sense can be cultivated through school
programmes. The innovative concept of
Traffic Yoga — treating discipline on the
road as a daily practice akin to breath-
ing exercises — can serve as a soft-power
complemem to hard infrastructure. By

into
rider, and driver behaviour, campaigns
can create a culture where enforcement is
supported by self-discipline.

Goa’s global image as a tourism desti-
nation suffers when headlines report fatal
accidents on highways and unsafe roads.
Visitors expect not only scenic beauty but
also safe mobility. Ensuring that the ele-
vated corridor is genuinely safe will rein-
force the credibility of state institutions.
Tourism policy and road safety are there-
fore not separate silos but mutually rein-
forcing obligations.

The essence of Road Safety Week
must evolve from mere symbolism to
structural responsibility. NH-66 has be-
come the litmus test. If authorities can
ensure that the elevated corridor ad-
heres to the standards prescribed by
law, public faith will be restored. If not,
every slogan raised during awareness
rallies will ring hollow. Road safety is
not a weeklong observance; it is a daily
constitutional duty.
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Why is Colva panchayat
not holding gram sabhas?

| see gram sabhas held at various villag-
es in Goa and taking strong stand/res-
olutions on various important matters;
and then there are quite a few villages
where this is not happening as per

the mandated time line. Colva village
panchayat in Salcette, has missed con-
ducting the gram sabha at least 2 times
this year in 2025 (April and July) and
this is even more critical, as there are
serious points to be address; including
the issue of construction licences of
multi housing/commercial etc being is-
sued controversially, illegalities includ-
ing in CRZ where authorities are turning
a blind eye and other issues. Other than
putting onus on citizens to file letter to
BDO, is there no responsibility of the
BDO, Director of Panchayats, Panchayat
Minister Mauvin Godinho that this basic
governance ensures the villages have
the gram sabha as mandated? Goa

CM Pramod Sawant must hand the
panchayat ministry to another MLA.
ARWIN MESQUITA, Colva

Let us emulate integrity
of disliked colonisers

On August 5, Angela Rayner, UK's pow-
erful leader in the Labour Party and the
Deputy Prime Minister, resigned after an
independent ethics inquiry found that
she had underpaid tax on a recently pur-
chased house. She resigned for having
broken the Ministerial Code of Conduct
by failing to obtain the advice from a
specialist tax expert concerning the ac-
tual stamp duty to be paid on a property
located on the south coast of England.
In India, this would be considered a
flimsy and frivolous reason to resign.
Arecent report by the Association for

Not permitting processions unconstitutional

The South Goa collector had recently denied permission to our

Muslim brethren to hold reli
South Goa based on repres

igious procession in some places in
entation from a Hindutva organiza-

tion threatening law and order situation if the procession is car-
ried out. Denial of permission to carry out religious procession
is a violation of a community’s right to worship which is a funda-

mental right guaranteed un

der the Constitution of India. Carrying

out processions has religious significance. Denial of permission
to carry out religious procession based on the threat of a law
and order situation by an organization who wants to disturb the

peace and harmony in Goa
the incompetence of the Sol
should be taken by the Gov
creating communal tension
this vice will spread to othel
hear of communal tensions

and create communal tension shows
uth Goa District Collector. Action
emment against those organisations
s and ban them from Goa otherwise
r places and every single day we will
in Goa created by the same people.

I would like to caution those organizations and their supporters

including government offici
Goa for vested interests.
AVELINO DE SA, Miramar

als creating communal tensions in

Democratic Reforms revealed

that 47

per cent of ministers in India have

declared criminal cases again:

st them.

These include serious charges like

murder, kidnapping and crimes against \‘
women. We may dislike our colonisers,

but let us try to emulate their virtue,

decency, integrity, honesty, right-

eousness, and uprightness. And the

willingness to resign even for

a‘crime’

of undervaluing their property. Send your
SRIDHAR D’IYER, Caranzalem letters to us
Seeking IITs even as our tah!edltor@et
university ranking slips | eg"a" I:nl:lst
The Goa government’s efforts to be 150-200
establish institutions like IITs involve 5
acquiring large areas of green land for words and
campuses. If the goal is to improve mention the
education, one wonders why existing o
universities and institutions in Goa, writer's n?me
. and location

which are facing challenges, aren’t prior-
itized for reform. We've seen news about
our university slipping in rankings. It's
notable that many seats are taken by
students from outside Goa. Education
should aim to nurture skilled citizens.
Perhaps the focus could be more on
quality and accessibility rather than on
prestigious institutions and revenue.
This shouldn’t come at the cost of Goa’s
natural spaces.

ALWYN FERNANDES, Benaulim

Heralding the death
of a syncretic India
One of the saddest things amidst the
political noise on Sanatan dharma
and weaponisation of Hinduism is the
eclipsing of India’s non- denomlnatlonal
i lity that h
tion, social service and humamty over
rituals and festivals. Shirdi Sai baba,
Guru Nanak, Yogananda, Narayan Guru,
Ramana Maharishi and Thiruvalluvar are
among key gurus/saints in the syncretic
tradition prevalent in India. Each of
them was a blessing to the country, but
now fake godmen propped up by the rul-
ing dispensation for majority votes rule
the roost. All you hear about these days
are ‘Hindu khatrey mein hai’, ‘Akhand
Bharat', ‘Mughals destroyed temples’,
‘Vishwaguru', and other such toxic
rubbish. That the country has gone South
due to these shenanigans is lost on no
one but many choose to keep quiet out of
fear of retribution. Dharma has been re-
placed by drama and dogma, religion by
rabidity, sewa by swarth, pooja by pomp-
ousness, maitri by mania and peaceful
co-existence by bigoted palarisation. In-
dia is a society in vicious churn about to
be flushed down the dustbin of history,
all thanks to the leaders of today.
VINAY DWIVEDI, Benaulim
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ARBITRATION IN INDIA

FINALITY DEFERRED — WHY ENFORCEMENT AGENCY REMAINS
THE ACHILLES HEEL OF INDIA'S ARBITRATION REGIME

OPINION

SIDDHARTHA KUMAR

rbitration in India
was meant to be
justice on fast-

forward: nimble, discreet,
final. In practice, it is more
like watching a slow-motion
replay long after the whistle,
with the ball still in dispute
and the referee taking notes
fora memoir.

Parties fight for years, win
an award, and then learn
the cruel punchline: “final”
is a term of art, not of fact.
The Act declares an arbitral
award shall be enforced “as
if" it was a decree. That “as
if” is the hinge on which the
whole absurd door swings.

The legislative menu has
been lavish. The2015amend-
mentabolished the automatic
stay, forcing losers to beg for
one instead of being gifted it
atfiling. The Supreme Court
in BCCIv. Kochi Cricket con-
firmed this shift, holding
that awards are enforceable
unless a stay is expressly
granted. Itstrapped a clock to
trit 1 hsfora

carried the right verbs expe-
dite, streamline, strengthen
but verbs on paper are no
match for habits in court.
Adjournments, expansive
stays, and procedural res-
urrection have drained the
reforms of their promise.
Reform without enforcement

and Ssangyong,
Parliament widened discre-
tion through this fraud filter
undoing a decade of judicial
restraint.

The trajectory of amend-
ments tells its own story. The
2015 Act promised urgency
by removing the automatic
stay that once greeted every
Section 34 challenge like a
welcome mat, and by strap-
ping tribunals with a twelve-
month clock meant to bully
proceedings into discipline.
But the promise faded quick-
ly: stays re-emerged through
generous judicial discretion,
and the statutory clock was
tamed by routine extensions
until deadlines lost their
sting. The 2019 Act looked
bolder still, introducing the

isnot progress: itis
ceremony, and thisis precise-
1y where other jurisdictions
have outpaced us, by making
theiramendments bitein the
courtroom, not just shine on
paper.

On paper, thisis Singapore
witha warmer climate. Inre-
ality, it is Singapore without
the speed or the fear of miss-
ing a deadline.

The obstructionist’s play-
book is now a classic. File a
Section 34 chall

in theiraccount. By that yard-
stick, India’s iration to be

and breathe enforcement.
Timelines that hurt when

anarbitration “hub” islessa
destination than a distant
dream.

The Delhi Airport Metro
Express award Rs. 4,600
crore and a full Supreme
Courtseal ofapproval should
have beena casestudy in clo-
sure. Instead, it was a ma
terclass in how to turn vie-
toryintoasequel. Atsmaller
scales, the choreography is
identical: the loser doesn’t
need to overturn the award;
they only need to outlast the
winner.

The judiciary says the right
things. It has narrowed “pub-
lic policy,” trimmed Section
34's reach, and repeated that
enforcement is not a second

or not your lawyer keeps a
straight face. Demand an
interim stay. Resurrect pro-
cedural corpses i

trial. But phil hy, how-
ever noble, cannot outrun
the diary of a busy court. If
stays are handed out with-
out d i i

jurisdiction, arbitrability
already buried in the arbi-
tration. Milk adjournments
until the award becomes a

Arbitration Councilof India  historical artefact. Scatter
togradei embed-  theenforcement battleacross
ding confidentiality into the ~ multiple statesifassetsallow,

statute, and shifting appoint-
ments from courts to desig-
nated arbitral bodies.

Yet, in practice, the Council

decisionas if time itself could
bebullied intodiscipline. The
2019 upgrade paraded the
Arbitration Council of India,
fresh confidentiality rules,
and promises of institution-
al rigour. The 2021 flourish,
sold asa safeguard, let courts
halt enforcementona prima
facie sniff of fraud or corrup-
tion. Ironically, even as the
Supreme Court narrowed
‘public policy’ in cases like

has largely orna-
mental, confidentiality evap-
orates once pleadings enter
the porous public record,
and institutional arbitra-
tion is still more slogan than
system. Intended as a shield
for integrity, it has too often
been wielded as a sword of
obstruction, with warmed-
over allegations already dis-
sected in arbitration resur-
rected to delay payment.
Each of these amendments

multiplying forums and,
with them, delay.
Meanwhile, the clock exacts
its own toll. Inflation quietly
chews through theaward. In-
terest drains the victor's bal-
ance sheet. Projects go cold.
Creditlines close. Fora small
contractor who delivered on
a government job, this isn't
legal theory it's a court-cer-
tified slide into insolvency.
Foreign investors are not
impressed by the poetry
of our amendments. They
measure jurisdictions by the
distance between winningon
paper and seeing the money

security, if procedural fluff
is rewarded with six-month
adjournments, the message is
clear: delay is not an accident
it'sastrategy.

Elsewhere, the incentives
are reversed. In Singapore,
enforcement is measured
in weeks, not winters; a stay
often requiresa deposit large
enough to make the loser
think twice. London corrals
challenges into the narrow
pen of points of law, and only
with leave. In Hong Kong,
“pro-enforcement bias” isn't
aslogan for conferencesit'sa
courtroom reflex. Their stat-
uteslook much like ours. The
difference is that they mean
it.

India doesn'tneed another
amendment to admire itself
in. It needs muscle memory.
Dedicated benches that live

missed.. Punitive costs for
challenges that insult the
paper they're printed on.
Digital tracking that leaves
no petition to die quietly ina
registry’s dark drawer.

Public sector defendants
bring their own theatre.
Many awards are against
PSUs, where the safest ca-
reer move is to appeal ev-
erything and pay nothing.
Officers know that paying
today might mean answer-
ing tomorrow to some au-
dit committee with a taste
for hindsight. This culture
won't shift with moral per-
suasion. It will change only
when there’s explicit safe
harbor for those who comply
absent a credible ground to
resist, and personal conse-
quences for those who stall
without cause.

The 2021 fraud-stay ruleis
a lesson in good intentions
weaponized. Safeguard-
ing integrity is vital no one
wants tounderwritea tainted
award. But prima facie must
mean immediate, concrete,
particularized evidence, not
warmed-overallegations that
have already been cross-ex-
amined todeath. Used tightly,
it'safilter. Used loosely, it'sa
sinkhole.

Institutional arbitration is
gaining a foothold in India.
Emergency relief is no lon-
ger an exotic import. But the
prestige of an arbitral seat is
not earned in the hearing
room it's earned in the en-
forcement court. If the jour-
ney from award to payment
isslow, uneven, or hostage to
procedural gamesmanship,
serious parties will keep seat-
ingarbitrations abroad, us-

ing Indian enforcement only
when it suits their leverage.

Stripaway the policy speak
and it comes down to trust.
Arbitration promises speed
and finality. Parties pay for
that promise in tribunal fees,
in counsel hours, in forego-
ing the comfort of multiple
appeals. When the state
allows the losing party to
turn enforcement into a sec-
ond season, it is not simply
breachinga commercial deal;
it is undermining faith in its
own word.

That deceptively bland
phrase “enforced as if it
were a decree” is the give-
away. The “as if” is the open
door through which delay
marches in. The task is not
to rewrite the phrase; it is
to redeem it. Enforcement
must feel like execution, not
negotiation.

A party should walk into
court with funds or security
ready, prepared to argue
fast and lose fast if that’s
the outcome. Judges should
have both the tools and the
appetite to say “no” without
ceremony when a challenge
is camouflage for stalling.
And when a challenge is
real, it should be disposed of

THE BATTLE FOR

BIHAR

‘What are the issues that are at play in Bihar ? The
Congress and the Rashtriya Janata Dal have been
raising the issue of the Voter Identification review
being carried out by the Election Commision
and have recently concluded the Voter Adhikar
Yatra. While Rahul Gandhi is spearheading this
yatra and has become the face of the Vote Chori

campaign against the
Modi Government,
the RJD has leant its
weight behind the
Congress on this issue
as have other INDIA
bloc allies such as
the Samajwadi Party,
DMK, TMC and even
the Aam Admi Party
though the last men-

tioned did not the Bihar yatra. However when it
comes specifically to Bihar then Tejashwi Yadav is
keen to make joblessness and the lack of employ-
ment opportunities in the state his main issue.
He feels that this would have a direct connection
with the youth. Perhaps keeping the youth vote in
mind, the RJD leader also announced that if voted
back to power, he would extend the reservations
to 85 percent. This has puzzled many for he is
reaching out toa vote bank that is already with the
R]D. Instead what he has done is to push the upper
caste vote that was unhappy with the BJP and was
toying with the idea of moving to Prashant Kishor,
back towards the BJP in a move to consolidate the
anti R]D (and thereby anti Congress vote).

The BJP will kick off its campaign mid Sep-
tember and while its not clear what will be its
key issues, they are certain to raise the charge of
goonda raj and lawlessness against Lalu Yadav's
party. Also dont forget that it was from Bihar that

The BJP will kick off

its campaign mid
September and while

its not clear what will

be its key issues, they
are certain to raise the
charge of goonda raj
and lawlessness against
Lalu Yadav's party.

atspeed, with harp
enough to deter copycats.
India has the lawyers, the
judges, the commercial vol-
ume to be an arbitration hub.
‘Whatit lacks is rhythm. The
habit of saying “tomorrow”
must be replaced with the
discipline of saying “now.”
Delay must be made ex-
pensive. Compliance must
be made dull and speed the
most underrated virtue in
law must become habit.
Adv. Siddbartha Kumar is Se-
nior Partner, Dua Associates

the PM d O

nationalistic fervour will also be part of the BJP-
JD(U) rhetoric. As will the move to undertake a
caste based census. This originally was a demand
of the opposition but having announced its imple-
‘mentation the BJP wants to take ownership of the
entireidea - and the PM does know how to market

himself well.

So the question that one is asking at the conclu-
sion of Rahul Gandhi's Vote Adhikar yatra is that
can the opposition convert the crowds into votes?
And more importantly having concluded the yatra
before the PM and the BJP has begun its cam-
paign, has the opposition peaked too soon?

Sindoor. So some

PRIYA SAHGAL

Next-Gen GST

OPINION

DR KARNATI KIRAN KUMAR

The Government of India
has taken the ‘Next-Gen
GST reform’ under the
able leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
which is a path-breaking
decision to condense the
goods and services tax slabs
and reduce and eliminate
the tax rates on various
products. To establish a
uniform tax system and
avoid the cascading effect
of tax-on-tax, the Indian
government began imple-
menting GST from Ist July
2017. The GST Council in-
troduced various tax slabs
0f 28%, 18%, 12%, and 5%,

tem, especially those pay-
ing income tax. Income
taxpayers had to pay the tax
on their income and bear
various forms of GST while
purchasing Goods and ser-
vices. Ultimately, this led to
a reduction in demand for
consumer durables.

The government aims to
achieve the Viksit Bharat
@2047, and for that, it
started fiscal reforms. First-
1y, brought the Direct tax
reforms with the new In-
come Tax Act 2025, and
recently withdrew it to
further strengthen, as per
parliamentary commit-

along withae

ion tee rec dations. A
cess. The primary objectives  path-breaking Indirect Tax
were to promote transpar-  reform was announced on

revenue, 2nd in the name

ency, ing
and stimulate economic
growth.

By introducing GST, it for-
malised and streamlined
the tax revenue collection
without having tussles.
People of the country fol-
lowed the government>s
decision. They hore taxes
even though it was burden-
some since its implementa-
tion, where they thought
‘marginal social benefits
could replace the marginal
income sacrifice. In vari-
ous fOl‘mS, some sections
have benefited, and some
sections of society dissent
on the government tax sys-

of Next-Gen GST reforms,
which brought commodi-
ties and services by con-
densing tax slabs from 4 to
2(18% and 5 %).

The observed fact is that
the previous GST slabs
became bottlenecks for
strengthening MSMEs and
producers of consumer
durables. Mainly, the con-
sumers who are ultimately
affected by all stages of GST.
Presently, a question is still
arising among people about
how it will benefit themand
how it impacts their lives
and the countryss over-
all economy. Some people

reform:

think it may be a political
strategy for elections.

The basic tax multiplier
effect tells the percentage
increase in peopless income
when there is a percentage
reduction in taxes. Reduc-
ing indirect taxes will in-
crease income levels with
high savings and enhance
the purchasing power of
consumers. Finally, it will
improve commodity de-
'mand (Demand Side Effect).
Moreover, reducing taxes
will encourage production
in the manufacturing sector
(Supply Side effect) as it de-
creases raw material prices
and reduces the cost of pro-
duction. Overall, it leads to
a price reduction in input
purchasing and the final
product of the commodity.
It enhances the Aggregate
Demand and Supply in the
economy.

In India, recently, people
lifted out of lower middle
income to upper middle
income, and upper middle-
income people got the status
of high income. At the same
time, as per World Bank
data, poverty reduced from
27.1 per cent in 2011 to 5.3
per cent (PPP 2021, 3 dol-
lars a day) in 2022. Nearly
269.2 million people have
been lifted from poverty
and gained the lower mid-
dle-income status. When
people transform to dif-
ferent income stages, their
consumption needs change,
and they want to improve
their living standards.
As per peopless demand,
there should be sufficient
domestic production from
the manufacturing sector.
Otherwise, the country had
todepend on imports.

A boon for the Indian economy

The basic tax multiplier effect tells the
percentage increase in peopless income
when there is a percentage reduction

in taxes. Reducing indirect taxes will
increaseincome levels with bigh savings
and enbance the purchasing power of
consumers. Finally, itwill improve
commodity demand (Demand Side Effect).

The Government of India,
since 2014, have been focus-
ing on developing MSMEs.
The government started
giving more subsidies and
investment credit facilities
in this row. In the Indian
economy, the MSME sec-
tor plays a significant role
in manufacturing, exports,
and employment genera-
tion. Reducing tax under
Next-Gen GST 2.0 will be
aboon for MSMES because
it reduces input costs and
boosts production in this
sector. It will make ita glob-
almanufacturing hub.

As per the recent Public
Information Bureau (PIB)
information on Budget
2025-26.In India, registered
MSMEs are 5.93 crore and
provide employment op-
portunities to more than 25
crore people. In 2023-24,
the MSME Sector products
recorded 45.73% of India>s
total exports. Moreover,
this sector contributes sig-
nificantly to the countrys
Gross Value Added(GVA).
Its contribution to GVA in-
creased from 27.3%in 2020-
21 to 30.1% in 2022-23. The
Government expenditure
for developing MSMEs in-
creased tremendously over

the past few years in the
Budget from 7011.29 crores
in 2019-20 to 23,168.15
crores in 2025-26.

Now we can observe and
analyse the sector-wise re-
duction in GST and how it
will impact those sectors
and overall economic per-
formance.

Reduction of GST from
various rates to 5 % on
inputs used in agriculture
and the allied sector will
bringsignificant and drastic
changes in the agricultural
practices. On one end, the
usage of more tractors in
agriculture will increase
demand for tractors from
the farmers’side, and on the
other end, it will increase
the supply of tractors in the
industry sector. It benefits
two sectors in parallel.
Farmers use the tractor for
multiple purposes, such as
proper land tillage and easy
carrying of crop produc-
tion from the field to the
market. It increases the use
of biopesticides in the crop
field. Overall, the Agricul-
ture sector provides 44 %
of total employment. Re-
ducing taxes will positively
impact peopless incomes,
enhance crop productivity

and sustainable agriculture
practices. This reduction of
input prices and decrease
in taxes on dairy prod-
ucts (such as panner, ghee,
cheese and hutter, etc), hor-
ticulture products (such as
fruits and dates) and pre-
pared and preserved fish,
shrimp will become very
cheap in the international
markets and the country
will get a comparative ad-
vantage while exporting
to other countries. In this
regard, it forces the USA
to import Indian products
cheaply rather than impos-
ing tariffs on them.
Taking care of health
is a significant part of
everyoness life. Due to
the weather changes, the
unexpected spread of dis-
eases increases peopless
out-of-pocket expenditure
on health care daily. As per
World Bank data, for 2022,
out-of-pocket per capita
expenditure on Health was
USD 36.56. It declined from
USD 37.76 in 2014 to USD
31.601in 2020 and increased
to USD 36.56 in 2022. After
the COVID-19 pandemic,
expenditure on health start-
ed growing. Growing out-
of-pocket per capita expen-
diture on health is majorly
impacting theirsavings and
ability to procure necessary
things. It is a good initiative
by the government of India
toreduce taxes from various
high-level slabs to 5% on all
healthcare items. Now, it
can save peopless income.
Health can be accessible
and affordable for ordinary
people.
High expenditure on
the children’s education
is essentially erasing

household savings.
Moreover, it is impacting
the procurement of
consumer durables. As
per PIB 2025, if we observe
the average expenditure in
rupees per student made
by households on school
education on various items.
The spending on education
by households is highest on
course fees and afterwards
on books and stationery
fees, which is Rs . 1664 in
rural areas, Rs . 2867 in
urban areas, and Rs. 2002
in rural+urban areas. Now,
eliminating the GST on
stationery and textbooks
reduces household expen-
diture and makes education
more affordable for poor
and lower-middle-income
groups.

After the expenditure
on health and education, a
significant part of house-
holds» income goes toward
purchasing daily essentials.
Households need to buy
daily essentials at any cost;
without them, it isnot easy to
sustain life. Reducing GST
by 5 per cent from various
high-level rates saves the
householdss income. It is
not a one-day Diwali gift,
and it will be a long-lasting
Diwali gift for all sections of
households in the country.

Now is the time to boost
the domestic manufactur-
ing of consumer durables
such as automobiles and
electronic appliances. Over
the period, we were behind
in manufacturing these
products. Need toaccelerate
the production of consumer
durables by keeping in view
the huge demand for auto-
mobiles, electronic appli-
ances, because the savings

arising from the reduction
of GST slabs in health, edu-
cation, and daily essentials
and the increase in incomes
of farmers, along with the
decrease in prices of these
consumer durables, will
generate huge demand.

At the same time, the auto-
mobileand electronicappli-
ances sectors will provide
employment opportunities
to the youth of this country.
As per World Bank data, the
unemployment rate in the
country has been declining
from 7.7 % in 2014 to 4.2
% in 2024. It will further
reduce the unemployment
rate in the country to below
2 % by the next 5 years due
toamassive boost in the en-
hancement of production
in the agricultural, MSME,
and manufacturing sectors.
Moreover, the Inflation rate
in the country is presently
5% and will decline to he-
low three per cent due to
the reduction of GST slabs
onvarious products.

Achieving stability in mac-

roeconomic indicators such
as employment, inflation,
and GDP growth rate will
hoost confidence in busi-
ness communities, encour-
age investment and lead to
a healthy, sustainable and
developed economy. Next-
Gen GST reforms will
make India self-sufficient
in producing automobiles
and electronic appliances.
It will be a boon for Indias
exports and reduce import
dependence. Anymore, it
will not be a political an
election stunt.
DrKarnati Kiran Kumar, As-
sistant Professor, Department
of Economic Studies , Central
University of Punjab
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THE DAILY GUARDIAN SURVEY ONNEPAL GENZ PROTEST :

85% believe that Nepal's KP Oli government has indeed

tried to suppress the voice of Gen-Z.

The survey on Nepal's Gen-Z protest shows that 64% :
‘blame the government for the crisis, while 85% believe KP  movement is writing a new chapter in Nepal's history amid ;
Oli's government suppressed youth voices. Though 52%  political instability.

01.»

Whois truly responsible
for the current situation
in Nepal?

64%

03.»

see the protests as politically motivated, 64% think the :

27%
7% I
Opposition Both ruling and

oppositin parties

Cannot say

Do you think Gen-Z's ongoing protests against
rising corruption in Nepal are justified?

] Gen-Z'sallegations are valid

[0 Politically motivated
Cannot say

Has Nepal's KP Oli
government tried to
suppress the voice of
Gen-Z?
o 1% 20 sin
68%
0%
50%
so% 28%
a0%
30%
0%
10%
b
o
Yes, absolutely No, not at all

ssssns

Do you think India’s
neighboring countries’

4%

—_—

Cannot say
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India elects 15th Vice President

CONTINUED FROM P1

2025, following the resigna-
tion of Jagdeep Dhankhar
due to health concerns.

Chandrapuram Ponnusa-
my Radhakrishnan, before
his nomination, was serving
as the 24th Governor of Ma-
harashtrasince July 31,2024.
He had previously held the
governorship of Jharkhand
from February 2023 to July
2024, and briefly served as
Governor of Telangana and
Lieutenant Governor of Pu-
ducherry in 2024.

Bornon October20,1957,in
Tiruppur, Tamil Nadu, Rad-

internal political instability

also affected the

situation in Nepal?

THE DAILY GUARDIAN SURVEY ON VICE PRESIDENT ELECTION

68% believe C.P. Radhakrishnan'’s victory has eased
BJP’s pathin South India.

The survey on the Vice President
election (sample size 104) shows
clear trends. 66% believe the contest

01>

Has the Vice President
electionturnedintoa
battle of ideology?

79%

Yes, absolutely

Q3. »

With the victory of C.P.

18%

Radhakrishnan, has the

path become easier for
BJPin South India?

Yes, absolutely

Yes, absolutely

No

Nepal Parliament torched

hakrisk isa 1BJP relatedtoPSUs  CONTINUED FROM P1 the building, as part of dem-
leader and former two-time  and Finance. He also served onstrations against corrup-
Member of Parliament from  on the special committee  dencein Balkot, demanding tion following the death of 19
Coimbatore, elected in1998  investigating the Stock Ex-  acc ility for Monday’s  ps on Monday.
and 1999. He holds abach-  change Scam. fatalities. During the protest, According toreports, police
elor’s degree in Business Between 2004 and 2007,  demonstratorsset firetothe  deployed teargas todisperse
Administration and began ~ Radhakrishnan was the residence. the crowd. Although au-
his political journey in the ~ BJP state president in Tamil The central officeof the Ne-  thorities stated that security
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Naduand led an pali Congressin Sanepawas  forces had been instructed to
Sangh (RSS) before joining ~ 93-day, 19.000-kilometre vandalizedon Tuesdayafter-  exerciserestraintand thatno
the Bharatiya Jana Sangh, ‘Rath Yatra’ across India. noon, The Himal: Times  Ii iti h
the predecessor to the BJP. The campaign focused reported. Protesters have rized, there were reports of
He became BJP Tamil Nadu  on national issues such also vandalized the homes  gunfire and bullet injuries,
state secretary in1996and  as interlinking rivers, ofNepaliCongressPresident asperThe Himalayan Times.
went on to hold key roles  eradicating terrorism, SherBahadurDeubain Bud- The Tribhuvan Interna-
in Parliament, including implementing a uniform hanilkanthaProtestershave  tional Airport (TIA) has
Chairmanship of the Par-  civil code, eliminating attacked political partyoffice  been fully closed following
liamentary Standing Com- untouchability, and oftheCPN-UMLinChyasal, escalating demonstrations.
mittee and membershipin  advocating forsocialreform.  Lalitpur. The Nepali Army has been
F ployed to provide security
threw stones, and set fireto ~ at theairport.

Rajasthan CM Announces major
tourism initiatives

CONTINUED FROM P1

Inanother review, the Chief Minister di-

attractions such as 3D projections and light-
and-sound shows to recreate the historic
battle. Pratap’s memorial at Chawand will
be expanded, while a Vijay Stambh at De-
wair will commemorate his famous victory.
The Tribal Circuit will highlight Rajast-
han's diverse tribal heritage. It wﬂl cover Sk
tamata ishabhd.
‘war Temple, and Mam Kund:a along with
the devel of Benesl Dham and

rected officials to ensure maximum partici-
pation of Non-Resident Rajasthanis (NRRs)
in Pravasi Rajasthani Divas scheduled for
December 10.

The event will feature sessions on educa-
tion, tourism, industry, health, and water,
with involvement from distinguished ex-
patriates and experts. To attract meaning-
ful investment, Sharma instructed the ap-
I of nodal officers and called for

Mangarh Dham. The Chief Minister also
announced memorials for tribal heroes in
Dungarpur and Banswara, ensuring that
their contributions to Rajasthan’s history
are honored.

Deputy CM Diya Kumari, Rajasthan Her-
itage Authority Chairman Onkar Singh
Lakhawat, and senior officials were present
atthe meeting.

structured engagement with Rajasthan-
origin officers serving in other states.

To foster emotional connections, a short
film on Panch Gaurav will be screened
during the event, helping participants re-
connect with their native soil. Qutstanding
Non-Resident Rajasthanis contributing in
social, economic, and industrial fields will
also be honored.

The Gen Z-led protests in
Nepal against the govern-
ment’s alleged corruption,
intensified on Tuesday
with protestors targeting
the residences of political
leaders and ministers, The
Kathmandu Post reported.

As per The Kathmandu
Post, protesters set fire to
the house of Minister for
Communication and Infor-
mation Technology Prithvi
Subba Gurung, pelted stones
at the residence of Deputy
Prime Minister and Finance
Minister Bishnu Paudel, Ne-
pal Rastra Bank Governor
Biswo Paudel and attacked
the house of former Home
Minister Ramesh Lelkhak.

VP polls: NDA secures big win

CONTINUED FROM P1

party line. Reports say about
14 MPs did this. According
to sources, these MPs are
mainly from Congress, Trin-
amool Congress (TMC), Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP), and
some regional parties. For
example, there were already
newsof unhappinessamong
some TMC membersbecause
of internal fights in Mamata
Banerjee's party. Similarly,
some Congress MPs might
have been influenced by
Modi government’s policies.
Biju Janata Dal (BJD), Bharat
Rashtra Samithi (BRS), and
Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD)
decided tostayaway from the

election, which helped NDA.
‘These parties’ total 12-15 MPs
did not vote, which hurt the
opposition. Cross-voting
showed that there are cracks
in the opposition alliance,
and not everyone is united.
There are many reasons
behind NDA's success. First,

became an ideological battle, while
79% felt BJP proved its organization-
al strength. 68% think BJP's path in

South India has eased, though oppo-
sition unity appears weak, with only
44% seeing coordination.

 Yes, absolutely
[ Notatall
[ Can'tsay

402

Has BJP passed the test of
its organizational strength

3% and lobbying ability?

Can'tsay

29%
3%
o=
No Can't say

< 04.

Will Owaisi’s impact on
Muslim voters be seen
in the Vice President
election for NDA's
candidate?

Can't say
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PM surveys flood-hit
Punjab

CONTINUED FROM P1

officials presented detailed reports on human casualties,
livestock deaths, crop losses, and damage to public infra-
structure such as roads, schools, and healthcare centres.
Many villages, officials reported, had remained completely
cut off due to washed-away roads and collapsed bridges.

In response, the Prime Minister announced that Rs 1,600
crore would be released immediately to support relief and
rehabilitation efforts. He also confirmed that the second in-
stalment of the State Disaster Response Fund (SDRF), worth
Rs 208 crore, has been approved in advance to ensure un-
interrupted funding for urgent works. Additional financial
assistance for farmers will be routed through the PM-Kisan
Samman Nidhi scheme.

PM Modi outlined a multi-dimensional rehabilitation
strategy that includes rebuilding homes under the Prad-
han Mantri Awaas Yojana, restoring damaged roads and
highways, reconstructing schools through the Samagra
Shiksha Abhiyan, and providing livestock support via mini-
kxts Schools affected by the floods will recelve additional

once the Punjab government required
documentation.

the. mumry 'I'hxsworkedbe- Special provisions were also almounced for the farmmg

cause whichk ffered will

Sudarshan Reddy could no( be provided to restore borewells damaged by floodwaters,

get much support. Reddy is
a retired judge, but lack of
political experience made
him weak. NDA focused on
regional issues toget support
from South and East s(ates
‘Was this YCS,

e num-
bers. NDA has majority in
Lok Sabha and Rajya Sab-
ha, which kept them ahead
from the start. But getting
extra votes through cross-
voting was a great strategy
by NDA. BJPleaders claimed
they contacted opposition
MPs and explained that
an experienced leader like
Radhakrishnan is better for

absolutely. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi talked to
many MPs before the elec-
tion and stressed on NDA's
unity. He was the first to vote,
which wasa message. Modi's
popularity and his govern-

with project-based support under the Rashtriya Krishi Vi-
kas Yojana. Diesel-operated pumps will be eligible for solar
panel support in collaboration with the Ministry of New
and Renewable Energy, and micro-irrigation will be pro-
moted under the ‘Per Drop More Crop’ scheme. Toimprove
long-term resilience, the Centre will invest in repairing and
building water recharge structures under the Jal Sanchay
Jan Bhagidari programme.

For families directly affected by the calamity, the Prime
Minister announced Rs 2 lakh as ex-gratia for the next of kin
of those who died and Rs 50,000 for the injured. Children
orphaned due to the floods will be supported under the PM
CARES for Children scheme, which offers financial aid, edu-
cational support, and healt} -age until adulthood.

ment’s achie like
economic reforms and for-
eign policy, influenced many
MPs,

Choksi’s extradition looms as decisive hearing on September 19

CONTINUEDFROMP1  while the justice minis-
try begins the process of
transferring him to India. Though he could
attempt a limited appeal to Belgium’s Court
of Cassation, such a move would only test
points of law rather than revisit the facts,
leaving him with little room to delay. Indian
officials believe that once the warrants are
validated, his extradition could be completed
before the end of the year.

Itis pertinent to mention that Choksi was
arrested in Antwerp on 11 April after India
formally sought his extradition under the bi-

lateral treaty ratified in 2020. The Antwerp
court subsequently rejected his bail plea
on 24 April, citing fears that he might once
again abscond given his history of evading
authorities. His appeal against the enforce-
ability of the Indian arrest warrants, first
heard in late April, is now before the appel-
late bench.

For years, Choksi has used every means
available to resist being sent back to India.
Now, however, the options before him ap-
pear to be narrowing quickly.

After fleeing the country in January 2018,

just before the PNB scam became public, he
obtained citizenship of Antiguaand Barbuda
and sought to use multiple jurisdictions to

legal proceedings.
Choksi’s family has long-standing ties to
Belgium, with siblings and relatives resid-

delay proceedings.

InDecember last year, The Sunday Guard-
ian had revealed in an exclusive piece that
Choksi was in Belgium, receiving treatment
ina hospital in Antwerp and suing the Gov-
ernment of India in UK courtsin an effort to
mmphcate extradition attempts. He had also

hed a d. case clai mental
and physical trauma caused by Indian agen-
cies’ actions, seen widely as a tactic to stall

ingin Antwerp. His presence there allowed
Indian agencies, including the CBI and En-
forcement Directorate, to press for action
under the India-Belgium extradition treaty,
which covers serious financial crimes like
fraud, corruption and money laundering. In-
diahasalsoinvoked, global conventions such
asthe UN C i

In Gurd: PM Modi met wnh affec(ed families and
expressed his condolences. He praised the efforts of NDRF,
SDRF, and Aapda Mitra volunteers, who have beenworking

d-the-clock torescu Us and distrib-
ute relief supplies.

‘While the government highlights the Rs 12,000 crore
already available under central schemc_s cxperts clarified
that this amount repr d not
necessarily liquid cash on hand. Opposition leaders have
criticized the calling it misleading, while
BJP leaders argue it reflects the Centre’s substantial ongo-
ing commitment to Punjab.

The scale of the destruction is staggering: over 51 lives have
been lost, vast areas of standing paddy submerged, and count-
less livestock killed. In many areas, families remain stranded,
and agricultural losses are expected to cause ripple effects
across the rural economy for months. Farmer unions have
e ded ial package that goes beyond

Organized Crime and the UN Convention
against Corruption to strengthen its plea.

a
the existing SDRF norms, arguing that the scale of loss—of
crops, seed, fodder, and labour—requires exceptional support.
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he Vice President of
India holds the sec-
ond-highest consti-

tutional office in the nation,
a position established un-
der Article 63 of the Consti-
tution. More thana symbol-
ic role, the Vice President is
the ex officio Chairman of
the Rajya Sabha, the upper
house of Parliament, and is
tasked with discharging the
functions of the President
in a contingency. Since its
inception in 1952, the office
has been a repository of na-
tional experience, wisdom,
and statesmanship, held
by a distinguished roster
of individuals from diverse
backgrounds. The his-
torical narrative of the vice
presidency is a reflection
of India’s evolving political
landscape, from the aca-
demic idealism of the Neh-
ruvian era to the pragmatic
politics of the modern day.

PART I: THE
PHILOSOPHICAL
FOUNDATION (1952~
1969)

The first generation of vice
presidents were towering
intellectuals and public fig-
ures who brought a sense
of philosophical gravitas to
the nascent republic. They
set the precedent for the of-
fice as one of profound dig-
nity and erudition.

Sarvepalli Radhakrish-
nan (1952-1962): The first
and longest-serving vice
president, Radhakrishnan
was a world-renowned
philosopher and academic.
His election was a testa-
ment to India’s respect for
intellectual prowess. Prior
to his tenure, he had held
the prestigious Spalding
Chair of Eastern Religion
and Ethics at the Univer-
sity of Oxford and served
as India's Ambassador to
the Soviet Union. As Vice
President, his two terms
were marked by a quiet
efficiency. He was instru-
mental in shaping the early
procedures of the Rajya
Sabha as its first Chairman.
His unopposed election to
both terms underscored
his cross-political appeal
and national stature, culmi-
nating in his ascent to the
presidency in1962.

Zakir Husain (1962~
1967): A distinguished
educationist and freedom
fighter, Husain's election
continued the tradition of
placing a person of high
moral and intellectual
standing in the office. As a
former Vice-Chancellor of
Aligarh Muslim University
and Governor of Bihar, he
was deeply committed to
the principles of education
and social reform. As Vice
President, he also served
as acting President for a
brief period in 1965 when
President Radhakrishnan
was away. He was widely
respected for his gentle
demeanor and deep com-
mitment to secular values.
His election as president in
1967 was a landmark mo-
ment, as he became the first
Muslim to hold the highest
constitutional office.

V. V. Giri (1967-1969): A
veteran labor leader and
a prominent figure in the
freedom movement, Giri's
tenure was brief but histor-
ically significant. He was a
former Union Minister of
Labour and served as Gov-
ernor of multiple states. His
time in office ended dra-
matically when he resigned
to contest the presidential
election in 1969 following
the death of President Za-
kir Husain. This decision
precipitated a major politi-
cal crisis and a split in the
Indian National Congress,
as Giri ran as an indepen-
dent candidate against the
party’s official nominee,
Neelam Sanjiva Reddy. His
victory, secured on the ba-
sis of second-preference

SARVEPALLI RADHAKRISHNAN
(1952-1962)

(1979-1984)

MOHAMMAD HIDAYATULLAH

ZAKIR HUSAIN

(1962-1967)

RAMASWAMY VENKA;[ARAHAN

(1984-1987]

SINGH
(2002-2007)

HAMID ANSARI
(2007-2017)

V.V.GIRI
(1967-1969)

SHANKAR DAYAL SHARMA
(1987-1992)

HUPPAVAR[APU VENKA]IAH NAIDU

2017-2022]

i
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GOPAL SWARUP PATHAK
1969-1974)

K. R. NARAYANAN
11992-1997)

JAGDEEP DHANKHAR

(2022-2025)

B.D.JATTI
(1974-1979)

KRISHAN KANT
(1997-2002)

C.P. RADHAKRISHNAN
(2025-INCUMBENT)

THE OFFICE OF THE VICE PRESIDENT:
A HISTORICAL TAPESTRY

Since 1952, India’s Vice Presidents bave played key roles in politics and governance. This

E

P

Parliament House

votes, forever linked the of-
fice of the vice presidency
with the high-stakes drama
of national politics.

PART Il: THE
STABILIZING FORCE
(1969-1987)
The political tumult of the
late 1960s and 1970s saw
the vice presidency filled
by seasoned jurists and ad-
ministrators who acted as a
stabilizing force during pe-
riods of national crisis.
Gopal Swarup Pathak
(1969-1974): A former
judge of the Allahabad
High Court and a dis-
tinguished legal scholar,
Pathak’s tenure brought a
sense of legal and consti-
tutional propriety to the
office. He was the first vice
president who did not go
on to become president, a
trend that would become
more common in the de-
cades to follow. His calm

T Rk

and measured approach
as Chairman of the Rajya
Sabha helped navigate the
turbulent political waters
of the Indira Gandhi era.

B. D. Jatti (1974-1979):
A former Chief Minister
of Mysore and Governor
of Orissa, Jatti’s tenure co-
incided with one of India’s
most challenging peri-
ods—the Emergency (1975
1977). Following the death
of President Fakhruddin
Ali Ahmed in 1977, he was
sworn in as acting Presi-
dent. Jatti's decision to tem-
porarily delay the dissolu-
tion of nine state assemblies
by the Janata Party govern-
ment in 1977 created a brief
constitutional stir, though
he eventually signed the or-
der. He was a man of quiet
conviction and deep reli-
gious faith.

Mohammad Hidayatul-
lah (1979-1984): A re-
nowned jurist and former

Chief Justice of India,
Hidayatullah holds the
unique distinetion of hav-
ing served as acting Presi-
dent (in 1969), Vice Presi-
dent, and Chief Justice. His
legal acumen was a valu-
able asset, and he brought
immense dignity to the
office. As the Chairman of
the Rajya Sabha, his rul-
ings were widely respected
for their constitutional
soundness and impartial-
ity. His presence in the up-
per house was a constant
reminder of the rule of law.
Ramaswamy Venkata-
raman (1984-1987): A
seasoned politician and
a former Union Minister,
Venkataraman was known
for his administrative ex-
pertise. As Vice President,
he played a crucial role as
a mediator between Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi and
President Zail Singh during
a period of growing friction

between the two offices. His
diplomatic skills and abil-
ity to find common ground
were highly valued. He re-
signed to assume the presi-
dency in1987.

PART lii: THE ERA OF
TRANSITIONS (1987~
2002)

This period saw the vice
presidency firmly estab-
lished as a stepping stone to
the highest office, with sev-
eral incumbents seamlessly
moving from one role to the
other.

Shankar Dayal Sharma
(1987-1992): A veteran of
the freedom movement and
a former Chief Minister
and Governor, Sharma was
a towering figure in Indian
politics. He was elected un-
opposed as Vice President,
a reflection of the wide-
spread respect he com-
manded across the political
spectrum. His tenure as
Vice President was marked
by a quiet statesmanship.
He was elected president in
1992, becoming the fourth
vice president to make the
transition.

K. R. Narayanan (1992
1997): A distinguished
diplomat who had served
as ambassador to coun-
tries like China and the
United States, Narayanan's
election was a landmark
moment. He became the

first vice president from
the Dalit community, sig-
naling a new era of social
and political inclusion in
India’s highest offices. As
Vice President, his intellect
and integrity were widely
recognized. He was elected
president in 1997, further
cementing his place in his-
tory.

Krishan Kant (1997-
2002): A dedicated social-
ist and freedom fighter,
Krishan Kant was known
for his principled politics.
He was the first vice presi-
dent to die in office, a tragic
and unexpected event. His
tenure was marked by his
efforts to bring a sense of
fairness and decorum to
the Rajya Sabha. The 2001
Parliament attack, where
his official car was a target
of the terrorists, brought
a shocking moment of
violence to the otherwise
peaceful office. His death in
2002 was a profound loss
for the nation.

PART IV: THE
MODERN ERA (2002~
PRESENT)

The contemporary history
of the vice presidency is

overview highlights their legacy, ending with the newly elected C. P. Radhakrishnan.

The Vice President of India holds the second-bighest
constitutional office in the nation, a position established
under Article 63 of the Constitution. More than a symbolic
role, the Vice President is the ex officio Chairman of the Rajya
Sabba, the upper house of Parliament, and is tasked with
discharging the functions of the President ina contingency.

Bhairon Singh Shek-
hawat (2002-2007): A
veteran of the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) and a
three-time Chief Minister
of Rajasthan, Shekhawat
was the first vice president
from his party. His election
marked a significant politi-
cal shift, reflecting the rise
of the BJP on the national
stage. Known for his rustic
charm and political acu-
‘men, he presided over the
Rajya Sabha with a steady
hand during a period of
complex coalition politics.

Mohammad Hamid
Ansari (2007-2017): A
career diplomat with an il-
lustrious background, An-
sari served two consecutive
terms as Vice President, a
feat previously achieved
only by Radhakrishnan.
His decade-long tenure was
a period of intense parlia-
mentary debates and politi-
cal friction. He was widely
praised for his dignified
conduct and strict adher-
ence to parliamentary rules
as Chairman of the Rajya
Sabha. He is remembered
for his unwavering com-
mitment to constitutional
values and his attempts to

defined by leaders whoare  elevate the decorum of the
deeply embedded inthena-  upper house.
tional political land -apu

often serving as a key link
between the government
and the opposition.

Naidu (2017-2022): A se-
nior BJP leader with a long
and active political career,

Naidu was the first vice
president to be born after
India’s independence. As
a former Union Minister
and a brilliant orator, he
brought a dynamic energy
to the office. His tenure was
defined by his focus on ru-
ral development and his
efforts to make the Rajya
Sabha more productive. He
often used witty remarks
and powerful rhetoric to
encourage members to en-
gage in constructive debate.

Jagdeep Dhankhar
(2022-2025): A seasoned
lawyer and a former Gover-
nor of West Bengal, Jagdeep
Dhankhar was the National
Democratic Alliance’s can-
didate in the 2022 election.
His tenure was marked by
a firm approach to main-
taining order and decorum
during parliamentary pro-
ceedings. Citing health rea-
sons, he resigned from the
office on July 21, 2025, ne-
cessitating a fresh election.

C. P. Radhakrishnan
(2025-Incumbent): The
newly elected 15th Vice
President of India, C. P.
Radhakrishnan, is a vet-
eran politician from Tamil
Nadu with deep roots in the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) and the BJP.
A two-time Lok Sabha MP
from Coimbatore, he has
also served as Governor
of Jharkhand, and most
recently, as Governor of
Maharashtra. Known for
his soft-spoken and non-
confrontational style, his
election was a significant
victory for the NDA. He is
tasked with steering the
Rajya Sabha as its Chair-
man, continuing the rich
and varied history of this
pivotal office.
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Decisive step
Including Aadhaar as 12th document for
voter verification is significant

he Supreme Court of India’s decisive in-
tervention, ordering the Election Com-
mission of India (ECI) to include the Aad-
haar card as one of the 12 valid documents for the
Special Intensive Revision (SIR) of Bihar’s electo-
ral rolls, is vital course correction. It is a resound-
ing victory for the fundamental right to vote, reaf-
firming the principle that procedural rigidity
must not disenfranchise lakhs of eligible citizens.
The ECI adopted questionable reasoning, insist-
ing that Aadhaar was merely proof of residency,
not citizenship, and was, therefore, inadmissible.
The Court rightly dismantled this argument by
pointing out the glaring inconsistency: if nine of
the other 11 documents, save for a passport or
birth certificate, do not conclusively prove citi-
zenship, why single out Aadhaar for exclusion?
The Court also said that Aadhaar could be used
subject to verification of its authenticity. This jud-
icial clarity was urgently needed. Empirical evi-
dence demonstrates that excluding Aadhaar,
which is held by nearly 90% of Bihar’s popula-
tion, in favour of documents such as passports
(held by a mere 2%) and others, would have
created insurmountable barriers for a vast num-
ber of genuine voters, particularly among the
poor and the marginalised. The ECI's rushed SIR
exercise had already resulted in the exclusion of
over 65 lakh electors from the draft roll. A statisti-
cal analysis by The Hindu of this exclusion reveals
several anomalies — disproportionate numbers of
women removed, statistically improbable death
rates in certain areas, and questionable “perma-
nent shifts” of residents, especially migrant work-
ers and married women. These patterns suggest
a flawed process that prioritised haste over accu-
racy, risking the removal of legitimate voters.
The inclusion of Aadhaar paves the way for a
smoother, more accessible verification process.
First, it offered a lifeline to those unfairly struck
off the rolls among the 65 lakh electors. It also as-
sists electors already on the rolls who require
document verification. It vindicates the persis-
tent appeals from political and civil society acti-
vists who had warned that the ECI’s stance was
creating a problematic situation on the ground
where Aadhaar was not accepted as a verification
document, contradicting the Court’s earlier gui-
dance. Its order, on Monday, forces the ECI to
align its procedures with the practical realities of
identity verification in India today. This ruling
has implications beyond Bihar, setting a prece-
dent for all the other revisions envisaged across
the country. For the ECI, the goal of electoral roll
revision should be to ensure accuracy and inclu-
sivity, not to rush the process through in a way
that could affect citizens’ rights. The ECI must
now pivot toward a more diligent and humane
approach, emphasising thorough house-to-house
verification and ensuring that the foundation of
India’s democracy — the electoral roll - is both
and truly ive of all its people.

Next best
The generational shift is complete in
men’s and women’s tennis
C arlos Alcaraz’s tennis life came full circle

ace

on Sunday. Three years ago, on these very

courts in New York, the irresistible Spa-
niard secured his maiden Grand Slam trophy and
became the World No. 1 for the very first time. Af-
ter four Majors elsewhere, the 22-year-old
clinched his sixth with a rousing four-set victory
over Jannik Sinner in the US Open final. With
that, Alcaraz regained his position at the top of
the sport, a spot Sinner had owned - through a
three-month doping ban — since June 10, 2024.
The success also marked an evolution in Alca-
raz’s play as he traded some of his spectacular
and risky shot-making for a bit of clinical efficien-
cy. The result was that he did not lose a set until
the final, faced just 10 breakpoints all through
and surrendered his serve only thrice. Prior to
Roland-Garros, Sinner was deemed the better
player on hard courts and Alcaraz on clay and
grass. But with the Italian coming within a point
of beating Alcaraz in the French Open final and
then eclipsing him at Wimbledon, and Alcaraz
turning the tables at Flushing Meadows, the era-
defining Alcaraz-Sinner rivalry has been pushed
into uncharted territories. The fact that the two
have swept the last eight Slams and met in three
straight Major finals — an Open Era record for a
calendar year — means that the likes of 24-time
Slam winner Novak Djokovic now resemble the
last vestiges of a once glorious past.

‘While Alcaraz and Sinner continue to indulge
in a cat-and-mouse game, Aryna Sabalenka, by
defending her US Open crown and taking home a
fourth hard court Major overall, proved that she
was the numero uno on the acrylic. Starting
2023, the Belarusian has been in the final of the
Australian Open and US Open all six times, and
won four of those. During this period, she has al-
so reached two semifinals at Wimbledon, and a fi-
nal and semifinal each at Roland-Garros, evi-
dence of her remarkable consistency and
fast-developing all-court nous. In Amanda Anisi-
mova, the World No. 1 had a tough opponent. The
American was on an inspired run of her own,
having made it to her second consecutive Slam fi-
nal. The 24-year-old had beaten No. 2 Iga Swia-
tek, who had handed her a chastening 6-0, 6-0
defeat at the All England Club in July, and out-
gunned four-time Major champion Naomi Osaka
in arguably the match of the fortnight. But Saba-
lenka, who has at times let emotions override her
tennis, stayed calm and collected. It was her first
triumph in three Major finals as World No. 1.
There is now the promise of many more.

The cracks are emerging in political hegemony

or more than a decade, the Bharatiya

Janata Party (BJP) has not merely

dominated Indian politics. It has

reshaped it. The party governs 15 States
and Union Territories, shares power with allies in
six more, and wields the machinery of the Union
government even in regions beyond its direct
control. Its ascent rested on a potent mix of
cultural assertiveness, institutional dominance
and muscular nationalism, projecting an aura of
invincibility that elevated its rule beyond
ordinary electoral success into the realm of
political hegemony. But that is beginning to
change. The BJP remains electorally formidable
and is still the dominant party. Yet, its ability to
dominate common sense, dictate the terms of
public debate and mute opposition is beginning
to show cracks. Recent developments suggest that
the once-unassailable dominance of the BJP is
facing its most serious challenge in a decade. It
has squandered the dominance — even the
hegemony — it once enjoyed, a decline now
intertwined with the political challenge it
confronts as it approaches the Bihar Assembly
election later this year.

An eroding narrative supremacy
Its political project built around Hindutva,
national pride and majoritarian identity long
helped mask economic underperformance,
deepening inequality and extreme concentration
of wealth in the hands of a few who now exert
outsized influence over public policy. The
emotional returns of Hindutva were allowed to
stand in for material improvements. That
trade-off is losing its grip. Youth unemployment
remains high, wage growth is stagnant and the
informal sector continues to reel from the
aftershocks of demonetisation, the COVID-19
pandemic, and the Goods and Services Tax (GST).
For growing sections of the population, the
promise of jobs and upward mobility is beginning
to outweigh symbolic victories. And in that
widening gap between rhetoric and reality, the
party’s narrative supremacy is beginning to slip.
The appeal to the urban middle class rested
not only on Hindu nationalism but also on the
promise of international recognition — an India
under Prime Minister Narendra Modi, as a
globally respected power. Diplomatic visibility,
high-profile summits and a carefully curated
image of global stature were projected as markers
of national progress. But that narrative has lost
momentum, particularly after tensions with the
United States over President Donald Trump’s
claim of brokering a ceasefire following the
India-Pakistan conflict sparked by the Pahalgam
terror attack in April 2025. The tariff war with
Washington, which has triggered job losses across
several sectors, alongside the collapse of trade
talks and tighter visa regimes, has further
punctured the illusion of a seamless global

Zoya Hasan
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The Bharatiya
Janata Party
remains
electorally
strong, but its
political
hegemony is
showing signs
of strain as
narrative
control
weakens and
the Opposition’s
confidence
grows

ascent. For India’s middle class and media, once
buoyed by the rhetoric of global rise and the
self-proclaimed role of Vishwa Guru, the hard
edges of realpolitik have begun to temper
enthusiasm and puncture the earlier sense of
triumphalism.

One area where the party continues to hold
strong appeal, particularly among rural voters
and the urban poor, is its system of Direct Benefit
Transfers (DBT). Schemes such as Pradhan
Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi or PM-KISAN,
Pradhan Mantri Jan-Dhan Yojana, Mukhya Mantri
Ladli Behna Yojana, and other targeted
programmes deliver tangible material benefits. In
a context of economic insecurity and widespread
deprivation, this helps blunt public discontent. It
also helps explain the paradox of the BJP’s

ined electoral cc ith even as its
hegemonic architecture shows signs of strain. Yet,
welfare delivery alone cannot sustain political
dominance. This is why the regime persistently
curbs dissent, silences opposition, and
incarcerates critics, activists and intellectuals —
not merely to neutralise political rivals, but to
suppress independent voices that question its
legitimacy.

A more coordinated Opposition

Perhaps the most intangible, yet revealing, sign of
change is this: people, especially Opposition
leaders, are no longer afraid. Fear once defined
the ecosystem of control — fear of arrest,
harassment, or marginalisation. That atmosphere
has begun to thin. The Opposition is now not
only more coordinated but also more assertive,
carving out space and placing the government
under ined scrutiny. Yet, ¢ remain.
The INDIA alliance must still navigate complex
regional and ideological differences. But to focus
only on those hurdles is to miss the larger shift:
the Opposition is no longer a passive critic of
government policy. It is actively working to
redefine the political agenda. As a result, the
cracks in the ruling dispensation’s dominance
have widened, most visibly in Parliament. Both
the Budget and Monsoon sessions saw a
combative Opposition taking on the government
across multiple political and policy fronts, often
to the ruling party’s visible discomfort. The
‘Gujarat model’ — suspending the entire
Opposition and pushing Bills through without
debate — is no longer proving effective. A more
united Opposition has now cornered the
government on key issues such as the caste

by freezing its bank accounts on the eve of the
2024 general election. That move backfired.
Rather than weakening the party, it exposed the
government’s heavy-handedness and chipped
away at the BJP’s aura of invincibility. Mr. Gandhi
and his colleagues have managed to reframe the
party’s image from a reactive opposition to a
more proactive, agenda-setting force. The real
test, however, lies ahead: turning that shift into
sustained political action and significant electoral

The regime’s push to tighten control over the
Election Commission of India is a telling sign of
its waning hegemony. Recent efforts to weaken
judicial oversight and expand executive power —
particularly through the CEC and Other Election
Commissioners Bill, 2023 — reveal a deeper
unease. The BJP is no longer willing to rely on
existing rules unless it can reshape them in its
favour. A government secure in its authority
would have no need to rewrite the rules. The very
impulse to do so signals a crisis of control — a fear
that its dominance can no longer be taken for
granted.

Perhaps the most damaging development for
the regime has been the Congress-led campaign
accusing it of systematically manipulating voter
rolls. What might once have seemed like routine
administrative irregularities has been reframed as
a deliberate strategy to undermine democratic
choice. By exposing patterns of mass deletions,
rushed revisions and algorithmic targeting of
Opposition-leaning demographics, the campaign
has transformed technical disputes into a broader
indictment of the regime’s integrity. Essentially,
these charges go beyond questioning the fairness
of individual elections, they challenge the
legitimacy of the regime’s victories, suggesting
that they stem not from genuine majority support
but the manipulation of electoral processes.

The two parties, the crucial difference
Crucially, the BJP’s dominance is often compared
to the post-Independence dominance of the
Congress Party but the analogy obscures a
fundamental difference. What distinguishes the
current moment from earlier eras of single-party
dominance is that it has not produced a “BJP
system” in the way the Congress once created a
“Congress system”. The Congress’s hegemony
rested not just on electoral victories but also on
its ability to absorb and reflect India’s diverse
social, regional and ideological currents. Its
dominance was underpinned by a broad

census, Operation Sindoor, the Special
Revision scheme of the Bihar electoral rolls, and
alleged election manipulation.

At the centre of this shift is the Congress, led
by Rahul Gandhi. His Bharat Jodo Yatra (2022-23)
marked a turning point, both for him and for the
party. Since then, the Congress has regained
momentum, even as the regime tried to cripple it

c even when c d. In contrast, the
BJP’s dominance is rooted in polarisation and
exclusion, rather than accommodation and
inclusion. Its power rests primarily on electoral
success reinforced by state machinery, rather
than on a deep reservoir of social legitimacy. And
as soon as that machinery falters, the cracks
begin to show.

The long march ahead to technological independence

freedom on the 79th Independence Day, on

August 15, 2025. But we must recognise that
true independence today requires more than
political autonomy. It also demands technological
sovereignty, as technology aids every walk of life
today.

Geopolitics has taken a darker turn recently.
Modern wars are fought with software and
drones, not bullets and bombs. The most
damaging war is in cyberspace. Our banks, trains
and power grids run on information and
communication technology. A small number of
companies, primarily from a single country, build
and control these systems.

This dependence is a serious vulnerability.
What happens if these companies turn off their
cloud or Artificial Intelligence services under
national diktat or out of malice? The capacity to
inflict serious harm on the country is very real.
We saw this when cloud services were stopped to
a company recently. This is not a hypothetical
threat, but a reality that we must confront.

l ndia celebrated its hard-won political

Building the foundation

Technological autonomy is the solution. India has
no operating system, database, or other
foundational software that it builds and can trust
completely. This leaves the country dependent
on external sources that its cannot control or
trust. However, the path to independence is not
as difficult as it might seem.

The open-source model offers a path to a
solution. India can create its own versions of
Linux and Android that are safe and free of
backdoors. It is possible for a dedicated group of
professionals to do this. The real challenge lies in
long-term support and maintenance. A large,
supportive user base is necessary for a
home-grown operating system (OS) to be viable. If
we are to adopt an OS that is a little behind, we
can make them competitive and viable. This is a
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mission for India’s sizeable technology
community. The problem affects everyone, but
the solution lies with IT professionals who build
the digital world. They must join hands to remove
this debilitating dependence. This is too big a task
for any single institution, but is achievable if
many unite behind this goal.

The path to hardware sovereignty
Achieving hardware sovereignty is a greater
challenge than software sovereignty. Building
sophisticated semi-conductor fabs requires
massive, long-term national investment in chip
design, manufacturing and supply chain
management. Do we have the resources and,
more importantly, the patience to build them? A
crucial first step is to focus on specific hardware
components and invest in partnerships to build
expertise in chip design and assembly, even if
fabrication is outsourced.

India’s journey to political independence was
defined by non-violence. Its quest for technology
independence should be through open-source
software, which is a gift of society to itself. This is
about supporting ourselves and not opposing
others.

The global open-source movement is no longer
the powerful socio-political force that it was.
Much of the software today is open-source,
including Android, Linux, and Hadoop. However,
key control is with centralised cloud and data
managed externally by powerful companies. A
social movement for autonomy in software and
hardware is needed today. India has the
necessary talent and the capability. The way
exists.

What India needs is the collective will. Let it
start an urgent mission of planning,
development, and execution before a crisis forces
its hand.

Assembling a crack team to create India’s own
versions of essential software from the open

source resources is the first step. India must build
client-side components (such as database, email
client, calendar) and server-side components
such as web server, email server, and cloud
server. Open source versions are available for all
of them. India needs to set up teams to
continually update and maintain these
components, which is the harder task. These
teams should work like product teams in
companies. This is possible only when there is a
sound business model behind it, outside of
government or private funds. The mission has to
be self-supporting or better.

While this may have been a difficult idea to sell
in the past, the current climate is different.
Previously, only the strategic sectors were
concerned with having trusted and secure
software. Now, private companies and individuals
are concerned about being dependent on outside
forces for critical needs. People are already
paying, either directly or indirectly, for the free
and open-source software that they use. The shift
to a model where these costs are explicit and
support trusted software would be a small one.

A mission as the core

The immediate step is to establish a mission to
plan the necessary actions. This will be an
implementation mission and not a research and
development mission aimed at
academic/research communities. It will primarily
involve strong development and support teams of
engineers and a capable project management
team to coordinate activities.

There is ample expertise in both industry and
academia to make it happen, provided a viable
model is established. The government will need
to play an enabling role, but should focus on
establishing a self-sustaining model as early as
possible.

Let us embark on the long march toward
technological independence.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Vice-Presidential election ballot and there is no

The results of the
Vice-Presidential election
are in. However, the
decision of some political
parties such as the Biju
Janata Dal, the Bharat
Rashtra Samithi and Akali
Dal to abstain from voting
in the election is
unfortunate and a sign of
political expediency (Inside
pages, September 9). This is
an election held by secret

question of any party whip
being issued. In this case, it
is inexplicable why parties
should abstain from voting
and renege on their
constitutional function to
vote. What is the difference
then between the common
voter, who stays away from
voting in the general
election for various reasons
and these Parliament
members who abstain from

voting in the
Vice-presidential election?
When Parliament members,
who are supposed to be
responsible, themselves
abstain from voting in an
important election such as
the Vice-Presidential
election, why blame the
common man when he
does not exercise his voting
right in general or Assembly
elections? These parties
should have allowed their

members to participate in
the election and vote as per
the member’s individual
conscience and choice. That
would have been more
democratic, protected the
rights of the Parliament
members and upheld
democratic values.

Kosaraju Chandramouli,
Hyderabad

Given the numerical
superiority of the NDA in the

electoral college, the win of
C.P. Radhakrishnan has
come as no surprise. As
Chairman of the Rajya
Sabha, he must be
impartial. To put it plainly,
he must stay away from
demonstrating his gratitude
to the NDA for his election.
He must be guided by the
fact that the Opposition is
no less important than the
government and has its
own role to play in a

parliamentary democracy.
He will be closely watched
on how he manages to the
conduct of his duties in true
faith and allegiance to the
Constitution. He must steer
clear of the political battles
fought within and outside
Parliament.

G. David Milton,
Maruthancode, Tamil Nadu
Letters emailed to
letters@thehindu.co.in

must carry the postal address.
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Indian academia in times of genocide

n August, as part of a group
of 500 scientists and
academics, we petitioned
the International Olympiad
on Astronomy and Astrophysics
(IOAA) regarding Israel’s
participation. The 10AA, held in
Mumbai from 11-21 August with 63
countries participating, is one of
the major science Olympiads
designed to identify talented
high-school students. The
Olympiads are a matter of national
prestige in Israel and the
government showcases the
performance of its teams as
evidence of scientific progress.

Our petition proposed that
Israel be as a national team, which
would require students and team
leaders to participate as
individuals and without an official
Israeli flag. Our goal was to convey
disapproval of Israeli policies and
reduce the Olympiad’s
propaganda value for the Israeli
government. Similar sanctions
were applied to Israel in the
Informatics Olympiad and to
Russia and Belarus in several
Olympiads and the Olympic
games.

The I0AA is governed by an
autonomous international board
with 120 members and
representatives from every
participating country. The board
considered our petition, along
with other evidence including
testimony from the Palestinian
delegation. After extensive debate,
it approved the proposal with an
overwhelming majority. Since
Israel did not send a team this
year, the board’s decision will be
effective from next year should
Israel choose to participate.

Rift among Indian academics
The Israeli embassy reacted
furiously. Consul General Kobbi
Shoshani suggested that the
Olympiad “change Albert
Einstein’s relativity theory” to
“Hamas’ political theories”. 300
Indian academics — among them
directors of two IITs and vice
chancellors of several universities
— asked the Prime Minister’s Office
to take “strict and appropriate
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It is our duty, as
academics and
scientists, to do
everything in
our power to
put pressure on
the Israeli govt.
to change its
policy.

action” against seven signatories,
including the two of us, and the
President of IOAA.

This complaint is puzzling since
the decision was taken by the
I0AA’s board and not by the
signatories, none of whom are
members of the board. The I0AA’s
President had no involvement
with the petition, beyond relaying
it to the board. Moreover, the PMO
has no role to play and the IOAA
has clarified that “deliberations in
its meetings are independent of
the host country”. Nevertheless,
this controversy should prompt us
to think about the responsibility of
Indian academics in the face of the
ongoing genocide in Gaza.

10% of population erased

Israel has killed more than 63,000
people in Gaza since 2023. Leaked
data indicates that the Israeli
military itself estimates that 83% of
its victims were civilians. Israel has
destroyed or damaged more than
90% of schools in Gaza and the
World Health Organization
estimates that it has damaged 94%
of Gaza’s hospitals. In July 2024,
experts writing for The Lancet

July, explaining that the
government was “rushing toward
Gaza being wiped out.” This
continues a tradition of
dehumanisation of Palestinians
and a refusal to recognise their
right to their own lands that has
been a central element of Israeli
polity since 1948, when 750,000
Palestinians were displaced to
make way for the founding of
Israel, in what Palestinians called
the ‘Nakba’.

Einstein and other Jewish
leaders described a particularly
gruesome event from the Nakba in
aletter to the New York Times:
“terrorist bands attacked [the]
peaceful village” of Deir Yassin,
“killed most of its inhabitants ...
and kept a few of them alive to
parade as captives.” This letter was
written to denounce Menachem
Begin who was one of the leaders
of these violent groups and went
on to become the Prime Minister
of Israel in 1977. Begin founded the
Likud party that continues to rule
Israel today. It makes no sense to
pretend that science and cultural
events can go on as usual, in the
face of the historic crimes

1 that the breakdown of

in Gaza. Itis our duty, as

civic systems and food shortages
could lead to more than three
additional deaths for every direct
victim. This implies that Israel’s
campaign might have caused the
deaths of more than 10% of Gaza’s
population of 2 million people.

The UN has officially declared a
famine in Gaza, with the UN
Secretary General calling it a
“man-made disaster”.

Israel’s supporters sometimes
argue that its continued campaign
is necessary to ensure its security
in the aftermath of the attack of 7
October 2023. But former Israeli
security chiefs undercut this
justification in August 2025 by
calling on their government to end
the war. This echoes calls made by
families of the remaining hostages
in Gaza, who have been frustrated
by Israel’s refusal to strike a deal
to secure their release.

Israeli minister, Amichay
Eliyahu, provided a frank
explanation for Israeli policy in

academics and scientists, to do
everything in our power to put
pressure on the Israeli
government to change its policy.

Itis distressing that some of our
colleagues have instead chosen to
disregard or defend Israel’s
actions. The responses we find on
social media are even more
troubling since some people in
India refuse to recognise the rights
of Palestinians to live with dignity
and freedom, merely because of
their religion.

Therefore, the debate over the
scientists’ petition to the [DAA
should be viewed as part of a
broader struggle for communal
harmony and academic freedom
within India. We are proud that so
many Indian academics signed
this petition. It shows that many of
us still stand for democratic rights
and with India’s anti-colonial
traditions.

The views expressed are personal

Hubbub around Habba

BJP’s tantrum over Banu Mushtags invite to Mysuru Dasara defies tradition

'ATE OF PLAY

S. Bageshree

he sidd iah-led
I Congress govern-
ment’s decision to in-

vite International Booker
Prize winner Banu Mushtaq to
inaugurate the Mysuru Dasara
— Karnataka's Naada Habba
(State festival) — on September
22 has sparked a controversy
in Karnataka.

Inviting a Muslim woman to
inaugurate the event has, not
surprisingly, raised the hack-
les of the BJP and its affiliates,
whose leaders are keen to see
the festival as a singularly reli-
gious event and not what it
has evolved into over the
years — a festival that is un-
doubtedly rooted in the Hindu
tradition, but has acquired a
multi-dimensional character.
1t has, since the latter period
of the Mysuru Wadiyar dynas-
ty’s rule to the emergence of
Karnataka as a democratic
state, metamorphosed into a
symbol of the State’s identity,
a colourful pageantry attract-
ing thousands of tourists from
around the world, a business
opportunity, a forum for per-
forming arts and much more.

The BJP leaders have asked
Ms. Mushtag to “prove” her-
self to be deserving of the ho-
nour of inaugurating Dasara
by throwing multiple challeng-
es, going so far as to ask if she
would turn up sporting ver-
million and turmeric. Adding
another twist, they asked why
Deepa Bhasthi, the translator
of the collection Heart Lamp
that won the Booker, was not
invited to inaugurate Dasara.
Even as protests continue,
reacting with restraint, the
writer has said that she is ho-
noured by the invitation and
respects the spirit of the festiv-
al, which is an integral part of
Karnataka’s shared culture.

What has given added am-
munition to the BJP arsenal is
an old speech by Ms. Mushtaq
on how the depiction of the
Kannada language as “god-
dess Bhuvaneshwari” is exclu-
sionary. Though the question
of using religious iconography
to define national or linguistic
identity has been debated for
decades, edited clips of her
speech made at the Jana Sahi-
tya Sammelana in 2023, held
to protest against that year’s
Kannada Sahitya Sammelana
excluding Muslim writers
from it’s panels, have come in
handy now.

Ms. Mushtaq is not the first
Muslim to be invited to inaug-
urate the Dasara festival. Back
in 2017, the late writer K.S. Ni-
sar Ahmed had inaugurated
the event. Though that choice
too had faced opposition, the
virulent attack on Ms. Mush-
taq seems to be not just
against her religious identity,
but also her activism. She has
consistently identified herself
with the progressive stream in
Kannada literature and has
been a feminist and a critic of
communal politics. Impor-
tantly, her criticism has been
against patriarchy of all hues.
Many stories in Heart Lamp
depict the debilitating impact
of Muslim orthodoxy on the
women of the community.

Attempts to infuse Dasara
‘with a secular character, while
not doing away with the reli-
gious component, had begun
during the later 19th and early

20th century. Nalvadi Krishna-
raja Wadiyar — the modernist
king whose regime was
marked by several progressive
reforms — is credited with us-
ing the Dasara event as an op-
portunity to showcase his
kingdom’s  entrepreneurial
spirit. Interestingly, there was
opposition when the king took
his trusted and long-serving
diwan, Mirza Ismail, to accom-
pany him in Jamboo Savari,
the elephant procession on Vi-
jayadashami, the finale of the
celebrations and its
centrepiece.

Reacting to the controver-
sy, Pramoda Devi Wadiyar of
the erstwhile royal family,
‘who is the custodian of the pa-
lace traditions, has sought to
draw the distinction between
the “secular” and “religious”
aspects of the festival. She has
differentiated between the
State government’s Dasara, a
cultural celebration, and the
one observed by her family,
adhering to laid down reli-
gious traditions.

The BJP in Karnataka seems
keen to portray the ruling dis-
pensation as “anti-Hindu”. In
the coastal region, it is paint-
ing the ongoing Special Inves-
tigation Team (SIT) probe into
the alleged killings and burials
in the pilgrim centre of Dhar-
masthala as a deliberate attack
on the religion and religious
place itself. In southern Karna-
taka, the party wants to por-
tray a Muslim woman inaugu-
rating Dasara as part of
“appeasement politics” of the
Congress. A communal distur-
bance during a Ganesha pro-
cession in Maddur town, in
0ld Mysore region, has added
yet another dimension. While
the ruling Congress seems to
be on the back foot on the
Dharmasthala issue, it has
stood its ground on the choice
for Dasara inauguration.

bageshree.s@thehindu.co.in

China digs in on ‘rare earth, commands global market

| DATA POINT

Sambavi Parthasarathy

ast month, China’s Ministry
I of Industry and Informa-

tion Technology intro-
duced interim measures to tighten
controls on ‘rare earth’ mining
and processing. The rules are the
latest in Beijing’s efforts to central-
ise oversight of extraction, ex-
ports, and refining.

While China’s trading partners
such as India and the U.S. are seek-
ing alternative sources to reduce
dependency, data shows that Chi-
na’s dominance in rare earths
stems not only from resource avail-
ability but more so from its long-
standing strength in mining and
research capacity.

Rare earth elements (REEs),
despite the name, are not particu-
larly scarce. According to the Inter-
national Energy Agency (IEA),
they comprise 17 metals, typically
grouped into light rare earths
(LREEs) — including lanthanum,
cerium, praseodymium, neodymi-
um, samarium and europium —
and heavy rare earths (HREEs)
such as gadolinium, terbium, dys-
prosium, holmium, erbium, thuli-
um, ytterbium, lutetium, scandi-
um and yttrium. Promethium is
not included in the list as it is ra-
dioactive and does not occur in
mineable quantities.

They are critical components in
clean energy technologies such as
electric vehicles and wind tur-
bines, as well as in defence appli-
cations. Rare earths are also essen-
tial for high-tech devices including
smartphones and hard drives.

Although rare earth deposits ex-
ist in countries such as Brazil, Aus-
tralia, and India, China holds near-
Iy half of global reserves (Chart 1).
It is also the world’s largest pro-
ducer, contributing over 60% of
global production in the last five
years (Chart 2). Beyond extrac-
tion, China dominates the value
chain with around 92% of global
refining capacity, according to the
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IEA. Moreover, in the last five
years, China has been the largest
exporter, supplying close to 30%
of global demand (Chart 3).

Charts 1, 2 and 3 establish Chi-
na’s dominance across reserves,
production, and exports.

In April, amid escalating U.S.-
China trade tensions, Beijing im-
posed export restrictions on seven
rare earth elements. The move tar-
geted elements used in neodymi-
um-iron-boron (NdFeB) magnets
— essential for clean energy tech-
nologies — as well as those critical
to ceramics, phosphors, steel, op-
tical glass, fibres, and aerospace
applications (Chart 4).

China’s decision to curb rare
earth exports, amid tit-for-tat ta-
riffs, dealt a significant blow to the
U.S., which remains heavily de-
pendent on Chinese supply. The
U.S. is the second-largest importer
of Chinese rare earths, after Japan
(Chart 5). India, too, is heavily de-
pendent on China for its rare earth
imports. Since 2021, more than
75% have come from China.

Under China’s interim mea-
sures announced last month, Chi-
nese companies must now operate
within government-set quotas for
various minerals and obtain ap-
proval to trade in rare earths. This
is not the first time China has tight-
ened its rare earth trade. It has al-
ready prohibited export of tools
and methods used to extract and
separate rare earths, and in De-
cember 2023, it banned the export
of processing technology.

China’s monopoly over rare
earths is also reinforced by its
strong research base. A study
found that China leads the field of
rare-earth research, contributing
nearly 30% of all published pap-
ers. The U.S. and Japan followed
with shares of 10% or less, while
India accounted for about 6%.

In parallel, China has increased
funding for mineral exploration,
allocating about $14 billion annual-
ly since 2022, according to the [EA.
The agency notes that this marks
the highest three-year stretch of in-
vestment in the past decade.

Tightening its grip

The data for the charts were sourced from the U.S. Geological Survey, UN COMTRADE, the Intemnational Energy Agency, AP

and Reuters
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Chart 1: Country-wise share (in %) of
global reserves of rare earths (as per
U.S. Geological Survey 2025)
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Chart 4: Sector-wise demand for rare
earth elements under export controls
announced by China in April
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Chart 3: Major exporters of rare earth. Figures in %
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Chart 5: Major importers of China’s rare earth. Figures in %
shows their share in China’s exports

Role of Telugu Institute in
Facing New Tasks

From Our Correspondent

Hyderabad, Sept. 8.

Inaugurating the International Telugu Institute
here at Jubilee Hall to-day, the President, Mr.
Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed, expressed the hope that
the Institute would establish meaningful links
with sister organisations outside the State like
the International Institute of Tamil Studies in
Madras, the International Institute of Hindi
Studies in Wardha and the Central Institute of
Indian Languages in Mysore.

“This new cultural complex can play a vital role
in preparing Indian languages for the new tasks
devolving on them in the national context in
different spheres like education, administration
and public life,” he said.

FIRST OFFSPRING

The International Telugu Institute, established
by the Andhra Pradesh Government in
Hyderabad, is the first offspring of the World
Telugu Conference. The principal aim of the
institute is to promote research in all aspects of
Telugu language and literature and allied fields.
To mark the inauguration, the President
unveiled the emblem of the institute. Mr. Ahmed
said the World Telugu Conference had many
solid achievements to its credit. The most
important was the re-establishment of a cultural
identity — a sub-national identity within the
wider framework of Indian nationalism. He said
that Telugus numbering over 50 millions now,
were the largest linguistic group in this country.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO SEPTEMBER 10, 1925
Australias New Capital

(Reuter’s Special Service.)

Sydney, Sep. 8.

The new capital at Canberra, where the Federal
Parliament, is due to meet next year, was
thoroughly inspected by the delegates to the
Imperial Press Conference, who were guests of
the Federal Capital Commission.

The ex-Premier Hughes, at a luncheon, said that
the people abroad believed that Australia was
the land of strikes and drought. The visitors
‘would see that much of what they had read and
heard about the country was untrue. The
Delegates visited the Royal Military College at
Duntroon.

MND-NDE
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NEWS IN NUMBERS

Number of people The job shortfall in Magnitude of the Number of people Civilians killed in
evacuated as floods hit government posts in earthquake that struck Kkilled during the Russian airstrike in the
central Pakistan Meghalaya Greece’s Evia island protests in Nepal Donetsk region

In lakh. Floods in Pakistan’s

l 2 Punjab province have forced

® the evacuation of people from
Jalalpur Pirwala. Weeks of heavy monsoon
rains, dam releases, and cloudbursts have
submerged 3,900 villages and displaced 2.2
million people. At least 61 deaths have
been reported since last month. s

67.500::-

Conrad
K. Sangma told the State Assembly on
Tuesday that Meghalaya faces a deficit of
government jobs. While 70,000 youth join
the workforce annually, only 2,000-2,500
can be absorbed in State jobs. 1

On the richter scale. A
4 moderate earthquake struck

® B off the Greek island of Evia
and was felt in Athens. The epicentre was
located four kilometres from Nea Styra,
about 45 km northeast of the capital at
around half past midnight local time. No
casualties or damage were reported. s

Nepal’s Prime Minister K.P.
19 Sharma Oli resigned, a day

after protests against a social
media ban, including Facebook, Youtube,
and X, turned deadly. Demonstrators,
mostly youth, demanded action against
corruption and attacked politicians’
properties despite a curfew. ase

A Russian airstrike on the
20 settlement of Yarova in

Ukraine’s Donetsk region
struck as pensions were being distributed,
leaving bodies with personal belongings
scattered around. Kyiv says Moscow has
massed 1,00,000 troops in the area. are
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Why was Indonesia rocked by protests?

How did the protests start and what led to its escalation across the country? How many people have been arrested or detained by the police? What did

Indonesian President Prabowo Subianto say about the looting and rioting by protestors on the streets? What fuelled such anger against the elites?

EXPLAINER

Joan Sony Cherian

The story so far:
hat started as a peaceful
protest against Parliament
members of Indonesia on
August 25 in Jakarta,
quickly snowballed into violent riots
between civilians and the police/military
when, on August 28, footage emerged of
an armoured vehicle of the paramilitary
police running over and killing a
2l-year-old delivery worker. Since then,
thousands have been arrested and at least
seven have died in one of the most violent
protests Indonesia has seen recently.

‘What happened?

The initial protests, which were mainly
composed of students and labour unions,
were conducted outside the Indonesian
Parliament, against the housing allowance
accorded to legislative members which is
almost 50 million rupiah ($3,000) — 10
times the national average monthly
minimum wage.

However, after 21-year-old Affan
Kurniawan, a delivery worker, was run
over and killed by a police vehicle,
protests escalated and spilled out of the
capital across the country against the
‘corrupt elite’ and Indonesian President
Prabowo Subianto’s government. The
delivery driver’s killing became the flame
which ignited the long-repressed anger of
the people at the various austerity
measures of the President in the past
year. Protestors attacked public buildings,
burned down and looted houses of public
officials, including the house of then
Finance Minister Sri Mulyani Indrawati,
and violent clashes were reported
between protestors and the police.

How has the government responded?
President Prabowo announced that the
Parliament had come to a consensus to
reduce housing allowance and foreign
visits for Parliament representatives. He
also assured that an investigation will be

conducted into the killing of Mr. Affan,
and that those responsible will be brought
to book. However, he warned that while
his government respected the right to
peaceful assembly, looting and rioting
would be punished and that the same
bordered on “terrorism and treason”. “I
order the police and military to take the
strongest possible action against
destruction of public facilities and looting
of homes and economic centres,” Mr.
Prabowo said.

At least 3,000 people have been
arrested or detained by the police across
the country, and hundreds have been
injured, some of whom include police
personnel. Rights groups have said that at
least 20 people are missing since the
protests began.

‘What about income inequality?

The protests in Indonesia have generally
been seen as an incitement of anger
against the elites by a shrinking middle

In rage: Demonstrators set alight banners during a protest in Bandung, West Java on September 1. AFP

class. While the Gini co-efficient of
Indonesia has been declining, the country
still registers one of the highest levels of
inequality in the Southeast Asian region.
As per an Oxfam report, Indonesia
ranks sixth among countries with the
greatest wealth inequality. The four
richest people in Indonesia have a
combined income of more than 100 of the
poorest citizens in the country. Additional
issues which plague the poor include low
wages and job insecurity. Education also
remains underfunded, with various
barriers restricting higher education.

Is this the first time protests have
emerged against the ruling party?
Mr. Prabowo and his government came to
power last year in October. And since
then, his government has embarked on a
cost-cutting drive to increase ‘efficiency’.
In the beginning of this year, the
Prabowo government announced a fiscal
cut of 306 trillion rupiah ($18.8 billion)

from the country’s budget. These cuts
were justified by the government as being
redirected to fund the ‘free meal’
programme in schools, which was one of
the key election campaign promises of
the ruling government. The programme
‘was aimed at not only providing
nutritious food to school students but also
as a tool to build back the dilapi
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The initial protests, which were
mainly composed of students
and labour unions, were
conducted outside the

ian Parli against

schools of the country.

However, this reallocation has come at
a great cost. The budgets of several
government departments have beeen
reduced significantly; for example, there
has been a 70% reduction for public
works, a 52% cut for economic affairs and
a40% reduction in investment. To cope
with such budget cuts, regional
governments increased local taxes, the
most infamous of them being a 250%
increase in property tax in Pati, a town in
central Java. The higher education
ministry’s budget was also cut by 25%.

These cuts caused massive outrage
among college students who stated that
these reductions will make education
expensive as well as cut scholarships. On
February 17, thousands of students came
out in protest of these budget cuts. The
movement was dubbed ‘Dark Indonesia’
as opposed to the President’s vision of
bringing in a ‘Golden Indonesia’. The
movement reached its zenith on February
20 with hundreds of thousands of
students taking to the streets in Jakarta
and other cities. However, Mr. Prabowo
slammed the protests and said that these
cuts were necessary to fuel the economic
future of the country.

What next?

In a bid to quell some of the public anger,
one of the police officers behind the
killing of Mr. Affan has been
“dishonourably” fired. The Cabinet has
also been reshuffled with five Ministers
loosing their job, including Ms. Indrawati.
Parliamentary officials also met with at
least 10 student unions whose demands
included the release of demonstrators
and detainees. Fitch Ratings has said that
the unrest could harm Indonesia’s
sovereign credit profile.

the housing allowance
accorded to legislative
members.

v

However, after 21-year-old
Affan Kurniawan, a delivery
worker, was run over and killed
by a police vehicle, protests
escalated.
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These protests in Indonesia
have generally been seen as an
incitement of anger against the
elites by a shrinking middle
class.

Can the T.N. government
break the caste-job nexus?

How have the lives of civic workers in Bengaluru changed after the government regularised their jobs?

Venkatanarayanan Sethuraman

Vijayalaya Srinivas
Viji Bathirasamy

The story so far:
n contemporary times, every sector
is moving towards privatisation and
contractualisation of the workforce.
The recent struggle by conservancy
workers in Chennai against privatisation,
demanding regularisation, and the way in
which they were arrested created a
political storm in Chennai.

What happened in Chennai?
Contractual work under the government
was providing conservancy workers with
minimum wage, which will be further
reduced when working under a private
contract system. Since a majority of
conservancy workers belong to the Dalit
community, there were voices against
regularisation, as it might perpetuate the

o »

caste-based profession within the
community for generations. But working
under a private contractor is not going to
break this nexus.

Has Bengaluru also faced the same?
Arecent study by the authors on civic
workers (pourakarmikas) in Bengaluru
has shown progressive changes in their
life after the Karnataka government
announced the regularisation of around
12,000 civic workers this year. The 1976
report of the Committee on Improvement
of Living and Working Conditions of
Sweepers and Scavengers under the
chairmanship of IPD Salappa was one of
the important interventions which
suggested changes in conditions of
pourakarmikas in Karnataka. The
extensive report discussed various aspects
related to their housing, health, work
safety, job security, etc., and suggested
sweeping measures for rehabilitation and

providing healthy living and working
conditions for them. Even though,
regularisation was not a major issue back
then, the privatisation and
contractualisation of labour after the
1990’s has worsened the status and
situation of civic workers so much that it
has become impossible to break the
caste-profession nexus. But, the recent
regularisation has given them hope to
break this chain. After sustained struggle
under the AICTTU, the government of
Karnataka implemented two important
measures in 2017 and 2018. In 2017, they
implemented minimum wage and in 2018,
they removed contractors and brought
pourakarmikas under the direct payment
system of the Bruhat Bengaluru
Mahanagara Palike with an assurance that
they will be made permanent.

How to break the caste-job nexus?
Most of the pourakarmikas feel that

regularisation and job security play a
significant role in breaking the
caste-profession nexus. It provides a
safety net and protection to fight against
exploitation and discrimination. It can
also strengthen bargaining power which
is much needed in the fight for equality.
The pourakarmikas, under the earlier
private contract system, did not get
minimum wages, safety equipments,
leave entitlements, compensation for
injury/death and other legally mandated
benefits. Such uncertainty had been a
major hurdle in focussing on their health,
children’s education and other aspects to
bring the next generation out of the
caste-profession nexus.

‘What should the DMK do?
The government of the Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DMK), which is ideologically
rooted in social justice and caste
annihilation, has to seriously rethink its
approach towards the regularisation
demand of conservancy workers. Even
though, the government has announced
various welfare measures, these will not
be able to break the caste-profession
nexus, while working under private
contractors as job insecurity will be a
major hurdle for them to challenge
exploitation and discrimination.
Venkatanarayanan Sethuraman,
Vijayalaya Srinivas and Viji Bathirasamy
teach at Christ University, Bengaluru.
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Contractual work under the
government was providing
conservancy workers with
minimum wage, which will be
further reduced when working
under a private contract
system.
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Most of the pourakarmikas feel
that regularisation and job
security play a significant role
in breaking the
caste-profession nexus.
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The government of the Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK) has
to seriously rethink its
approach towards the
regularisation demand of
conservancy workers.
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Lessons for India: how Kerala is
tackling rapid urbanisation

As the first State-level urban commission in the country, the Kerala Urban Policy Commission’s report promises nothing less than a data revolution,

governance recalibration, identity revival, and finance empowerment

Tikender Singh Panwar

The story so far:

erala is a tapestry of villages
rippling into towns, of
backwaters, and midlands and
highlands woven together in a

living continuum. Capital cities and
hamlets bleed into each other, forming a
unique “rurban” landscape. Yet beneath
this tapestry lies a race against time —
urbanisation accelerating faster than
infrastructure and governance can keep
up, while climate stress lurks in floods,
landslides, coastal erosion, and
unpredictable weather. In response,
Kerala decided to tackle the problem
head-on with the Kerala Urban Policy
Commission.

What is the KUPC?

The Kerala Urban Policy Commission,
(KUPC) set in motion in December 2023,
was charged with designing a 25-year
urban roadmap that sees cities not as
concrete problems, but as organic,
climate-aware ecosystems. When the
KUPC handed its report to the State in
March 2025, the result was not a mild
adjustment — it was a structural reset. The
blueprint promised nothing less than a
data revolution, governance recalibration,
identity revival, and finance
empowerment — all tied together in one
bold vision.

Why was it needed?

By late 2023, Kerala was urbanising at a
pace well ahead of the national average.
Estimates projected an urban population
of over 80% by 2050 — a seismic shift in a
region where villages and towns
intermesh in a delicate mosaic.
Meanwhile, climate threats were
intensifying. Floods devastated
Ernakulam; landslides shattered hillsides;
and coastal zones reeled from sea-level
pressures. The gap between crisis and
planning was growing wide.

The cabinet’s December 2023
resolution to form the KUPC was a
calculated break from India’s centralised,
project-based urban model. It was a

political acknowledgement that Kerala
needed its own compass — tailored to its
place, history, and climate context. No
other State had taken such a leap.
Therefore, the KUPC became India’s first
State-level urban issi ignalling a
paradigm shift — from reactive fixes to
systemic thinking.

What were the recommendations of
the commission?

The commission conducted 33 deep-dive
studies, covering everything from
land-use patterns and water systems to
finance flows and civic health. It held 53
district-level stakeholder dialogues,
involving mayors, NGOs, unions, resident
associations, gig workers, and panchayat
members.

A 2,359-page final report, structured
around 10 thematic pillars, ranging from
climate readiness and finance to
well-being and identity, was submitted to
the State. The commission drew on
Census numbers, satellite imagery,
socio-economic realities, ecological
hazards, and Kerala’s lived “rurban”
character to deliver actionable insights
grounded in evidence and local narrative.

Some of the most important
recommendations of the KUPC report
submitted to the Chief Minister on March
30, 2025 include:

Climate and risk-aware zoning: Any
kind of urban planning must reflect
hazard mapping of landslides, coastal
inundation, flood zones etc. Thus,
planning becomes proactive, instead of
being reactive.

A digital data observatory: At the
Kerala Institute of Local Administration, a
real-time data nerve centre could collate
high-resolution Light Detection and
Ranging, and ground penetrating radar,
tide/water gauge, satellite and real-time
weather data. Thus, every municipality
gains a living intelligence feed.

Green fees and climate insurance:
Projects in eco-sensitive zones could
come with environmental levies (green
fees) which would fund urban resilience.
A parametric insurance model ensures
pre-approved payouts for disaster-prone

areas.

Municipal and pooled bonds: While
Thiruvananthapuram, Kochi, and
Kozhikode, being bigger cities, could issue
municipal bonds, smaller towns would
use pooled instruments. Bond
subscriptions were even plugged into the
2024 interim Budget.

Governance overhaul: City cabinets,
led by mayors, could replace bureaucratic
inertia. Specialist cells (climate, waste,
mobility, law) with dedicated municipal
cadres should be formed. A “Jnanashree”
program would recruit and deploy youth
tech talent.

Place-based economic revival:
Thrissur-Kochi is known as a FinTech
hub; Thiruvananthapuram-Kollam a
knowledge corridor; Kozhikode is known
as the city of literature; and Palakkad and
Kasaragod have been elevated to
smart-industrial zones.

Commons, culture, and care: The
report stressed the need to revive
wetlands, reactivate waterways and
preserve heritage zones. It also
recommended city health councils to
cater to migrants, students, gig workers.

Why is the report unique?

The KUPC highlighted a deeper
innovation: the fusion of local narratives
and data systems.

Commission members described how
fishermens’ ordeals with coastal
recession, youth-crafted water
conservation drives, or mobility woes
voiced by bazaar vendors — all became
structured into the urban data apparatus.
LIDAR maps now register tidal health
near fishing zones; municipal dashboards
carry community-generated indicators;
and city briefing templates reflect lived
stories. Rather than imposing “top-down
solutions,” policies were co-produced
with citizens, giving Kerala an urban
intelligence engine — a living, breathing
system where city systems absorb,
interpret and act on the emotional, lived
intelligence of local communities.

What distinguishes the KUPC isn’t one
big idea — it’s the collision of several
game-changing ones.

The KUPC is the first State-level
commission built for sub-national realities
and not recycled from national
frameworks. In its report, climate
resilience is embedded and not appended
— every pillar integrates disaster
awareness. The report also calls for the
emancipation of public finance through
municipal bonds and green levies which
give local bodies fiscal agency.

It also re-defines governance from
passive bureaucracies to dynamic
election-led city cabinets, guided by
youth technocrats. Rich stories fuel data,
and data fuels policy, closing the feedback
loop between lived reality and
institutional action. Together, these
features dismantle silos — in planning,
finance, governance — and re-assemble
them into a 360° urban system.

Does it offer lessons for other States?
Kerala’s Urban Commission offers a
template with tangible takeaways for
other States — mandate a time-bound
commission; combine technical data with
lived experience and create dialogic
systems where citizen inputs are mapped
into data observatories; empower local
bodies with green levies, bonds, and risk
premiums; and insert youth and
specialists in governance.

What next?

The KUPC changed more than planning —
it rewired the DNA of how a State
conceives its cities and towns. It entwined
climate awareness, community narrative,
financial empowerment, digital
governance, and identity economy into a
living document-functional plan.

As the first such State-level commission
in the country, KUPCisn’t anend — it’sa
beginning. For Kerala, it’s a chance to
grow not just richer, but wiser; not just
bigger, but better; not just more urban,
but more human.

For others, it’s a call to action: urban
transformation isn’t a problem to solve.
1t’s a story to be authored — together.

Tikender Singh Panwar is a Member of
the KUPC and a former deputy mayor,
Shimla.
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By winning the U.SS. Open on this day in 1988, Steffi Graf completed her Grand Slam; she
was the first woman to accomplish the feat since 1970. A quiz on many firsts in tennis

Sindhu Nagaraj

[N they?
QUESTION 1 A

What is the term when a player | QUESTION 4
wins the four majors in all
three disciplines a player is
eligible for — singles, doubles
and mixed doubles?

[N

QUESTION 2

In the history of men’s tennis,
only two players have won the
calendar Grand Slam — a
player who wins all four
majors, in singles or as part of
a doubles team, in the same
calendar year. Who are they?

A
QUESTION 5

A
QUESTION 6

[ S

QUESTION 3

Only two players have
achieved the new term, a
“Surface Slam”, winning three

™M
K

consecutive majors on three
distinct surfaces. Who are

Who is the only player who
has won a non calendar year
grand slam — all four major
titles consecutively (notin a
calendar year)?

Which female tennis player
equals Novak Djokovic at 24
grand slam singles wins?

This player went almost six
years without a loss on clay,
winning 125 straight
clay-court matches between
September 1973 and May
1979. Name the player.

Visual question:
Identify this player. Hint: In 1953, she became the first woman to win a Grand
Slam. She is known for another achievement. What is it?

»

Questions and Answers to the previous
day’s daily quiz: 1. This Vice President also
served as the Chief Justice of the Supreme
Court of India. Ans: Mohammad Hidayatullah
2. This Vice President was the only person to
have become the President of India after having
served as the Chief Minister of this State. Ans:
Shankar Dayal Sharma; erstwhile Bhopal
State

3. Apart from the first Vice President, this VP
was re-elected and served a total of 10 years in
the post. Ans: Hamid Ansari

4. The first person from a Dalit community to
serve as Vice President, and later as President
of India. Ans: K.R.Narayanan

5. This Vice President was the first to not be
elected as President of India. Ans: Gopal
Swarup Pathak

Visual: Name this former Vice President. Ans:
Zakir Husain

Early Birds: Tom Alan Faith| Sukdev Shet|
Dodo Jayaditya| Sadhan Kumar Panda| M.
Suresh Kumar

- ¥y

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Know Your
English

K. Subrahmanian
S. Upendran

“Itell you that Sujatha is crazy!”

“What has she done now?”

“Well, yesterday we were all drinking
punch and she was trying to convince us
that the word ‘punch’ comes from an
Indian language. When we asked her
which Indian language, she said she
didn’t know. We knew then she was
lying.”

“She wasn't.”

“What? You mean the word ‘punch’...”

“...many people believe that the word
‘punch’ comes from the Hindi word
‘paanch’”

“Paanch! You mean the word for
number five?”

“That’s right. Don’t ‘paanch’ and
‘punch’ sound similar?”

“They do. But what's the connection
between the drink and the number five?”

“The connection lies in the number of
ingredients that went into making the
drink. Punch has five main ingredients —
water, spice, sugar, spirit, and fruit juice.”

“And since it comprises of five main
ingredients, it was called ‘paanch’. And
from ‘paanch’, we get ‘punch’.”

“Exactly! By the way, we do not usually
say ‘comprise of". The word ‘comprise’ is
not generally followed by ‘of”. For
example, The class comprises 20
students.”

“The United States comprises 50 +
states.”

“Tendulkar’s century comprised 20
boundaries.”

“But the word ‘consist’ can be followed
by ‘of”, right?”

“You're right. The word ‘consist’ can
be followed by ‘of . For example, The
class consists of 20 students.”

“America consists of 50 states.”

“Good. Now you can tell Sujatha that
she was right about ‘punch’ after all. Tam
sure she’ll be as pleased as punch.”

“As pleased as punch! What does it
mean? Happy?”

“That’s right. When you say that
someone is as pleased as punch it means
he/she is extremely happy. For example,
when Azhar was appointed captain, he
was as pleased as punch.”

“When my father came to know that he
was getting a promotion, he was as
pleased as punch.”

“When my boss came to know that the
Board meeting had been put off, he was
as pleased as punch.”

“That reminds me, you’ll be happy to
know that the cultural programme that
we had planned for tomorrow has been
postponed.”

“lam as pleased as punch. You were
planning to sing some old Hindi song,
weren't you?”

“Yes, we were planning to sing that hit
song from the movie Tezaab, ‘Ek, dho,
theen...". I guess now we can say, ‘Ek,
dho, theen, chaar, PUNCH, che, saath.””

“Ha! Ha! Ha!”

Published in The Hindu on January 13,
1998.

Word of the day

Incommode:
to cause inconvenience or discomfort

Synonyms: bother, disoblige,
inconvenience, trouble

Usage: The cramped seating incommoded
the passengers.

Pronunciation: newsth.live/
incommodepro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /inkemaud/

~N

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Text & Context”
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Jobs on Edge

he August labour market figures from the United

States confirm what has been building for months: the

world’s largest economy is slowing in ways that can no

longer be brushed aside as statistical noise. Employers
added a mere 22,000 jobs last month, while the unemployment
rate inched upward to 4.3 per cent.

More alarming was the revelation that June actually saw a
net job loss, the first since the pandemic. For a country that has
prided itsell on its post-Covid recovery, this is a warning bell
that should not be ignored.

The fragility of the labour market is not an accident of
business cycles alone. It reflects the deliberate policy choices
made in Washington.

Sweeping tariffs, a sharp turn on immigration, and significant
cuts in government payrolls have converged to squeeze both
supply and demand. Manufacturing has endured four
consecutive months of los onstruction has faltered, and
even the once-reliable cushion of public sector jobs has thinned
after thousands of federal workers were let go. Health care
remains a bright spot, but its gains are not enough to offset the
declines elsewhere.

For ordinary Americans, these trends are deeply unsettling.
Secure, well-paying jobs in factories and construction sites have
long underpinned the middle class. Their erosion, accelerated
by trade uncertainty and shrinking government support,
threatens to widen inequality and weaken social cohesion.

At the same time, a crackdown on immigration has slowed
the inflow of new workers, altering the balance of the labour
force. While the economy may now need fewer jobs each
month to absorb population growth, that statistical cushion
cannot disguise the reality of a system producing less
opportunity.

Investors, meanwhile, are reading the numbers differently.
Financial markets greeted the weak report with relief. seeing it
as a guarantee that the Federal Reserve will cut interest rates.
Bond yields fell and equities edged higher, proof of the perverse
logic that "bad news is good news” when central banks are
expected to step in.

Yet rate cuts, however welcome to traders, are not a panacea.
Cheap money cannot resolve the structural weaknesses
created by trade barriers, policy uncertainty, and shrinking
fiscal support.

The larger concern is that Washington seems unwilling to
acknowledge the depth of the problem. Blaming statistical
agencies or insisting that revisions will paint a better picture
avoids the central issue: the job machine that powered
America’s growth is faltering under the weight of political
choices. The damage cannot be reversed simply by monetary
policy tweaks or optimistic rhetoric.

The lesson from August is sobering, Employment data may
fluctuate month to month, but four straight months of
manufacturing decline and a first net loss since 2020 are not
coincidences.

They are signals of a slowing economy shaped by policy as
much as by markets. If the United States fails to adapt, the
weakness in its job market may mark not just a pause, but a
turning point.

Food over Time

ntermittent fasting has been hailed as the ultimate

shorteut to better health. By narrowing the hours of eating

rather than obsessing over calories or food groups. its

advocates promised a pathway to weight loss, metabolic
balance, and even longevity.

The appeal was obvious: skip breakfast, eat in a compressed
window, and let biology do the heavy lifting. Tt fit neatly into the
rhythm of modern life, where simplicity often trumps
sustainability.

But new evidence has thrown a spanner into this narrative.
For the first time, large-scale, long-term data tracking of
thousands of adults suggests that restricting eating to less than
eight hours a day may not be as benign as once thought. In fact,
the findings indicate a significantly higher risk of
cardiovascular mortality among those who stuck to such
narrow eating windows, even after accounting for diet quality,
lifestyle factors, and existing health conditions.

The revelation is jarring. If fasting is truly protective, why
would deaths linked to heart disease rise so sharply in those
who adopt it most rigorously?

The answer may lie in the limits of earlier studies. Most
fasting research to date has been short-term ~ weeks or months
- sufficient to capture quick changes in weight or blood sugar,
but not long enough to reveal the toll on organs and systems
over years. What looks like progress in the near term may mask
vulnerabilities that emerge slowly.

There are, of course, nuances. The increased risk was
strongest among smokers, diabetics. and people already
battling cardiovascular disease.

That suggests fasting may interact differently with
underlying vulnerabilities. For someone relatively young and
healthy, a time-restricted routine might remain useful for
weight management. But for others, especially those with
fragile metabolic balance, prolonged fasting could aggravate
existing risks.

This raises an uncomfortable but necessary point: nutrition
cannot be reduced to a universal hack. Context matters - age,
medical history, cultural patterns, and even psychological
resilience influence how the body responds.

Skipping meals might help some manage blood sugar, while
for others it may trigger nutrient deficiencies, muscle loss, o
dangerous dips in energy. What is liberating for one person can
be hazardous for another.

The broader lesson here is humility. Science evolves, and
dietary wisdom shifts with new evidence. Instead of clinging to
asingle formula, individuals should view fasting as a tool ~ one
option among many ~ not as a guaranteed road to health.
Medical guidance, especially for those with chronic conditions,
becomes indispensable.

Perhaps the more enduring truth is this: it is not the clock but
the plate that deserves greater attention. Food quality, diversity,
and moderation still shape long-term outcomes more reliably
than fashionable regimens. Until science settles the debate,
moderation and balance remain safer bets than extreme
adherence to dietary trends.

Politics of Payback~I

IR 4

Thescriptiswell-known.A
criticalcomment, achallenging
primarycampaign,avote
againstakeypolicy-anyofthese
cantriggerachainreaction. The
politiciancanexpectan
investigation, perhapsbya
federalagency,perhapsbya
congressional committee. The
allegations maybebaseless, the
timingsuspicious, butthe
damageisdone. Thespectreof
improprietyhangsoverthe
politician’scareer,aconstant,
naggingdrainontheirtime,
theirresources,and theirpublic
standing. Themessageisclear:
challenge Trump, andyouwill
findyourlife,yourfinances,and
yourfamilyunderamicroscope

he political landscape, it is often
said, is a battlefield of ideas, a
contest of policies debated in the
hallowed halls of democracy. Yet,
in the age of Donald Trump, this battlefield
has taken on a more primal, more punitive
dlmemmn The rules of cn.,agumenl have
Theartof politi
hasbeen replaced by the science of personal
retribution.

To thwart Mr. Trump is not merely to
lose a debate; it is to court punishment, as
India has recently discovered with 50 per
cent tariff for buying Russian oil.

Recently, The Economist wrote: “To thwart
Donald Trump is to court punishment. A
rival politician can expect an investigation,
an aggravating network may face a lawsuit,
a left-leaning university can bid farewell to
its public grants, a scrupulous civil servant
can count on a pink slip and an
independent-minded foreign government,
however determined an adversary or stalwart
anally, invites tariffs. Perceived antagonists
should also brace for a hail of insults, a
lesson in public humiliation to potential
transgressors”

Thisis astark message, and itisa pattern
that has defined Trump's political career,
both as a candidate and as prcsldem l[ isa
modi ibuilt

RUSSIA

Let us begin with the rival politician. The
script is well-known. A critical comment, a
o o -

a key policy ~ any of these can trigger a
chain reaction. The politician can expect an
investigation, perhaps by a federal agency,
perhaps by a congressional committee.

The allegations may be baseless, the
timing suspicious, but the damage is done.
The spectre of impropriety hangs over the
politician’s career, a constant, nagging
drain on their time, their resources, and
their public standing.

The messageis clear: challenge Trump,
and you will find yourlife, your finances,
and your family under a microscope.
This is not about winning an election; it
is about crippling an opponent.

Forexample, reports from the Democracy
Docket and The Guardian have detailed
how Trumpand hisadministration have
weaponized the bureaucracy to target
political opponents and public officials
New York Attorney General Letitia
James, who successfully prosecuted
Trump in a civil case, was reportedly
subject to a subpoena by the Justice
Department under Trump.

Furthermore, former FBI Director
James Comey and former CIA Director
John Brennan have faced investigations
from the FBI and CIA, respectively, after
being vocal critics of the former president.

The news broke just a few days agoona
Friday morning. FBI agents descended on
the Maryland home of John Bolton, the
former national security advisor to the
president. The stated reason was a search

principle that perceived disloyalty must be

met with a swift and decisive response.
Thisis not the political rough-and-tumble

weareaccustomed to:itisasystemof public

andy

alesson in what happens when one crosses
themanat thecentreof the political universe.

for “classified records.”

But the context here is everything. As is
well-known, Bolton had been a vocal critic
of the president's recent meetings with
Russian and Ukrainian leaders, and a post
on Truth Social had targeted “dumb people
like John Bolton.”

Thisisn't the first time Bolton has beenin

Paving the road to reckoning

t took almost 10 vears, but finally a citing “overwhelming” documentary
rcgluna] trial courL(RTC) has found  evidence and expert testimony on the
il absence of ler burns on Almira,

police col

yol

klll.mg the fourth umvlgllon handed
out so far tolaw enforcers involved in the
former administration’s brutal war on
drugs. In a 39-page decision, the Baguio
City RTC Branch 60 found Police Col.
Dante Lubos guilty of homicide over the
death of Ryan Dave Almora on July 28,
2016, barely amonthafter former president
Rodrigo Duterte lzmmhcd his bloody
anti-illegal drugs ca

the duwnwzud trajectory of the bullets,
and the three shots to his abdomen and
chest that rendered him “defenselessand

Modi. He hosts

IN

the crosshairs. He was a fierce critic of the
president after he left his administration
and wrote a tell-all book. The Room Where
It Happened, which the Justice Department
under the previous administration tried to
block. Thelawsuit wasdropped, but it seems
the matter wasn't settled after all. The raid
feels like a stunningly personal, political
act.Next, consider the aggravating network,
the news outlet that dares to question the
narrative, to report on
inconvenient truths, or to
provide a platform for
dissenting voices.

Such a network may face
alawsuit, often a SLAPP suit
~aStrategic Lawsuit Against
Public Participation - designed
not to win in court but to
drain the network's resources,
tointimidate themintosilence.

The legal bills mount, the

NARAIN
BATRA

The writeris

theauthorof  editorial decisions become
IndiaIn A New  morecautious,andthechilling
Key:NehruTo  effect permeates the newstoom.

the podcast, k
America make the act of reporting
Unbound onTrumpa financially ruinous

endeavour.

For instance, Trump has
sued numerous media outlets, including
CNN, CBS, and The Wall Street Journal, for
critical coverage. In one high-profile case,
CBS's parent company, Paramount, settled
alawsuit with Mr. Trump, reportedly agreeing
to pay him millions of dollars and to
implement what critics have dubbed “the
Trump Rule,” requiring the network to
release full, unedited transcripts of future
presidential candidate interviews.

‘Then there is the left-leaning university,
a perceived bastion of liberal thought, a
place where critical inquiry is not just
encouraged but celebrated. Such an institution
can bid farewell to its public grants. The

scholarships, and faculty salaries can be
suddenly, inexplicably. and irrevocably cut.
mple: align with the
sition, and you will pay a
This is not about sound
t is about using the power of
the purse to silence and punish intellectual
dissent.

The Center for American Progress, for
example, found that the Trump administration
targeted over 4000 grants for cuts, impacting
hundreds of colleges and unives
Thecuts havealsoaffected even pre
institutions with large endowments,
such as l{dr\ard, Stanford, dnd Johns
Hopkins, forci ignific:
job cuts.

And what of the scrupulous civil servant,
the dedicated public servant who believes
in the rule of law and the sanctity of their
office? This individual, who may raise an
objection, who may refuse to carry out an
order they believe to be illegal or unethical,
can count on a pink slip.

Thedismissal may be framed as a matter
of “performance” or “reorganization,” but
the true reason is known to all. The civil
service, the bedrock of any functioning

mameritocracy

into aloyalty test.

The cost is not just to the individual; it is
to the very fabric of government, to the
principle that public servants serve the
public, not a particular political leader.

The Campaign Legal Center reported that
‘Trump'sadministration revived the Schedule
Fexecutive order, which could allow for the
firing of thousands of career civil servants
and their replacement with loyalists.

Recently, Trump removed the Bureau of
Labor Statistics commissioner, a political
appointee, after the agency released a jobs
report that was seen as disappointing.

(To Be Concluded)

“encourage” suspects of crimes to fight
back and “draw their guns” so that the
officers canjustify the killings as “self-defense”
In February 2021, Duterte’s Justice
secretary Menardo Guevarra told the
United Nations Human Rights Council
that more than half of thousands of

[in a] c position
when he was killed ... by
accused.” Lubos' conviction
brings to 10 the number of
police officers found guilty in
lhc exlraludlual killings of
Carl Arnaiz,

Of The

Presiding Judge Rufus Gayo Malecdan
Jr.sentenced Lubos, then the head of the
city police’s Central Intelligence Unit, to
up to 14 years in prison and ordered him
topay 2 Almora’s family some PLAS million
in damages. lawyer’s fees, and civil
indemnity.

Lubos had categorically admitted to
shooting Almora dead during a police
anti-drugoperation, saying it was ‘necessary”
asthevictim had fought back and started

zmd Reynaldo “Kulot™ de

Guzman in 2017, and Luis Bonifacio and
his son Gabrielin 2016. Government data
has put at 6000 the number of suspects
killed in police anti-drug operations,
though rights groups say the number is
closerto 20,000. Most of those killed had
allegedly foul.,ln back, a narrative that
I dduringaSenate
inquiry on the drug war in October last
year. Undcr oath, Duur[e admitted that

g i
But thejudge dismissed the “nanlaban™

during and as mayor
of Davao, he had ordered police to

Letters To The Editor | editor@thestatesman.com
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Day of pride

Sir, This refers to the article written by
PM Narendra Modi, “A tribute to Bhupen
Da" (September 8). 8isadayof

through songs, theatre, cinema, and
documentaries.

Yours, etc., Sanjay Chopra,

Mohali, 8 September.

immense pride for alladmirers of Indian art
and culture, particularly for the people of
Assam. It marks the birth anniversary of
the legendary Dr. Bhupen Hazarika, whose
centenary year has just begun. He was not
merely a gifted singer but a cultural icon
whose creations carried messages of humanity,
compassion, and unity.

From his childhood in Assam, nurtured
by its folk traditions and oral heritage,
Bllumn Da de\'eloped avoice that reached
far’ s musicdrew inspiration
from global figures like Paul Robeson, yet it
never lost touch with his native soil. While
heexcelled abroad, he chose toreturn home,
dedicating himselftogiving voi
farmers, women and ordinary citizens

Tr. ency

P
Sir, Of late, our courts have witnessed a

spate of ]lldthL‘ recusals. \Vhlle ru:u.ml is

anest

the manner in which it is invoked and

The episode at the National Company Law
Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) whereamember
disclosed that he was recusing himself from
a case as he had been “approached” by a
higher judicial figure to favour a party has
shaken confidence in the process. Recently,
Supreme Court Justice MM Sundresh recused
himself from hearing Dalit rights lawyer
Surendra Gadling’s bail plea, without citing
any reason. Even Chief Justices ~ Sanjiv
Khanna in the Election Commissioners’

epaper.thestatesman.com

the ' A Member

ANN :

anti-drug operations launched by
the police had failed to comply with
rules of engagement and protocol.
The Duterte official noted that
there was “no full examination of

allies - as in the exoneration of police
involved in the death of suspects under
government custody ~ and to silence
critics, as in the case of former senator,
now Mamamayang Liberal party list Rep.
Leila de Lima, who spent almost seven
years in prison before being acquitted of
trumped-up drug charges. With justice
still elusive to thousands of other EJK
victims, the National Police Commission
should push its demand that the police
opcn its sealed records on Duterte-era

e thew recovered, no

so that more scalawags

of its ownership, and no request for
ballistic examination or paraffin test.”

‘The initial findings of a government

toreview lice
operationsalso showed that inmore than
half of the cases. the agents involved had
failed to coordinate with other agencies
in the processing of the crime scene,
Guevarra added.

While inordinately delayed. the latest
court ruling is a welcome correction of
the skewed justice system that saw the
law weaponized to favor Duterte’s political

can ba identified, investigated, and charged.

ANNUAL General Meetingof Calcutta
Y.M.C.A. will be held on Wednesday, the
24th September, 2025 at 4-30 p.m. at the
YMCA. Chowringhee Branch, 25, Jawahar
Lal Nehru Road, Kolkata-700087. M.
John Mazumdar, President of the Association
will be in the Chair.

appointments case and BR Gavai in an
in-house judicial probe ~ have recently
stepped aside. Such inconsistency sends
mixed signals on transparency.

The law offers little clarity. There is no
codified framework for recusals. But amiddle
pathis possible. Courts could adopt minimal
disclosure standards ~ a one-line “reason
category” on the order sheet and a central
recusal register. Such light-touch reforms
would safeguard independence.

Silence, especially in sensitive matters, is
no longer neutral.

Yours, etc., Khokan Das,
Kolkata, 8 September.

No special cells

Sir. This refers to the visit of the officials
of Crown Prosecution Service of UK toassess
the conditions of Tihar Jail following the
flagging of the same by fugitives who are

soon to be extradited to India. While it
speaks well of the Indian government to
have facilitated such a visit of officials of
another country, it does, however, raise the
question as to why the conditions of our
jails need to be inspected and ticked off by
als of other countries. Jails are not
five-star hotels and even if they host' high
profile personalities, they are wrong doers
and hence cannot seek any special
It appears that Indian authorities have
assured the visiting team that a separate
place can be created to accommodate
high-profile fugitives and that their special
needs will be taken care of. While the
autharities are duty bound to ensure safety
and security of all inmates, why should
therebe a separate place and consideration
for high-profile ones? At the most, jails can
have separate cells for hard-core criminals.
Yours, etc., VS Jayaraman,

Chennai, 7 September.




The Statesman

PERSPECTIVE

Tariffs appeal could divide
US top court unpredlctably

PRABHU DAYAL

he United States has

historically championed

free trade, particularly

after World War IL It
played a key role in establishing
the General Agreement on Tariffs
and Trade (GATT) and later the
World Trade Organization (WTO)
. both promoting reduced trade
barriers. While the US has
negotiated numerous Free Trade
Agreements, its commitment to
free trade has recently been a
topic of debate, e: y wi
the rise of protectionist sentiment.

President Trump has made
tariffs on imports from other
countries the central plank of his
administration’s trade policy.
Trump's tariffs, while intended
to boost domestic production and
jobs, are having a complex set of
global and domestic economic
effects. While the tariffs are
designed to protect specific
domestic industries and raise
revenue, the overall economic
impact on the US and the global
economy is turning out to be
negative, resulting in reduced
trade, higher costs, and decreased
growth.

The tariffs are sparking intense
uncertainty in the US and it is
unclear how it will all end. The
full impact of these tariffs is still
unfolding, and economic projections
may vary depending on how
consumers, businesses, and
governments respond. The
implementation of Trump's tariffs
could significantly impact economic
growth within the US.

There's also on-going uncertainty
about the legal basis of these
tariffs, particularly regarding the
administration'’s reliance on the

International Emergency Economic
Powers Act (IEEPA), which could
be challenged in court. Against
this background, it is not surprising
that multiple cases had been filed
in the US Federal Courts against
the Trump Administration’s tariffs.

The main legal challenge centres
on whether the IEEPA gives the
President authority to impose
tariffs without specific congressional
approval. While the [EEPA grants
the President broad economic
action powers during national
emergencies, it does not explicitly
mention tariffs. Challengers argue
that tariffs are a matter for Congress
to decide, while the administration
contends IEEPA's powers include
imposing tariffs. Other arguments
concern whether the reasons for
the tariffs qualify as an "unusual
and extraordinary threat" under
IEEPA and broader constitutional
limits on executive power.

Some days ago, the Federal
Circuit ruled by a 7-4 decision
that the tariffs which Trump
brought in through emergency
economic powers act did not fall
within the president's mandate
and that setting levies was "a core
Congressional power". The Court
of Appeals ruled that Trump
overstepped his presidential
authority when he implemented
the steep levies.

In a petition filed in the US
Supreme Court, the Trump
administration has asked the
justices to quickly intervene to
overturn the judgement of the
Appeals Court and to rule that
the President does have the power
to impose such import tariffs on
foreign nations. The president
has warned that "our country is
going to suffer greatly” if the
Supreme Court upholds the lower

court's decision on the tariffs.
The outcome in the case is not
guaranteed, and various factors
could influence the Supreme
Court's decision. Some US analysts
suggest the 6-3 conservative
majority in the Supreme Court
could lean in Trump's favour.
However, others point out that
the legal challenge is based on
fundamental constitutional
principles and could divide the
court in unpredictable ways.
Economists say that the tariffs
are slowing down U.S. economic
growth, while inflation has also
ticked upwards. In his piece
"Trump’s Tariff Tantrums Are
Hobbling the U.S Economy', Jeffrey
A. Sonnenfeld, Professor in the
School of Management at Yale
University has stated that tariffs

have fundamentally disrupted
markets. leaving businesses
vulnerable to the double threat
of uncertainty and cost inflation.

John Mearsheimer, a leading
American international relations
expert and Professor of Political
Science at the University of Chicago.
has said that the Trump
administration’s India policy is a
"colossal blunder”and asserted that
secondary tariffs on India for buying
Russian oil “won't work.” Trump’s
former National Security Adviser
(NSA) John Bolton has said that
he (Trump) “has shredded decades
of efforts” made by the West to
strengthen diplomatic and strategic
ties with India with his “disastrous™
tariffs. Meanwhile, global trade
continues to be destabilized by the
on-going tariff battles. According

to the UN Conference on Trade
and Development (UNCTAD), the
rules-based global trading system
has been weakened, and countries
areincreasingly resorting to tariffs
to pursue domestic policy goals.
As a result, many countries are
engaging in bilateral negotiations
to navigate and mitigate the effects
of the U.S. tariffs.

India is also actively pursuing
and expanding its bilateral trade
network as a key part of its
economic strategy. This strategy
of diversification is to some extent
a response to trade uncertainty
with the US. and is intended to
provide India with greater
negotiating leverage.

(The writer, a retired IFS afficer, served as
India's Ambassador to Kuwait and Morocco
and as Consul-General in New York.)

Lee’s diplomacy, Trump’s ambition converged

ROBERTJ. FOUSER

n September 4, South
Korean President Lee
Jae Myung finished his
first three months, or
one quarter, in office. He took
office after six months of political
turmoil that began with former
President Yoon Suk Yeol’s
declaration of martial law,
subsequent impeachment, and
an early presidential election.
President Lee has moved quickly
to bring stability to the nation
amid economic challenges and
shifting geopolitical dynamics.
The public has rewarded him
with positive approval ratings.
One of Lee’s biggest early
challenges has been managing
the relationship with the United
States and its president, Donald
Trump. This past April, shortly
after beginning his second term,
Trump began slapping tariffs on
nations around the world, including
a 25 per cent tariff on imports
from South Korea. This caused
the US stock market to drop
sharply, causing Trump to retreat
to give nations time to negotiate
trade deals with the US. On July
30, South Korea and the US reached
an agreement that lowered US
tariffs on Korean imports from
25to 15 per cent. In return, South
Korea pledged $350 billion in US

investments, including $150 billion
in shipbuilding and $100 billion
in liquefied natural gas.

On August 25, Lee and Trump
held their first summit at the
White House. The summit was
designed to highlight economic
cooperation, reaffirm the alliance
and find common ground on
relations with North Korea. Hours
before the meeting, Trump posted
on social media, “WHAT IS GOING
ON IN SOUTH KOREA? Seems
like a Purge or Revolution. We
can't have that and do business
there.” This rocked social media
fora few hours, but Trump greeted
Lee warmly and the two leaders
got on well.

The Oval Office photo-op turned
press conference that many foreign
leaders have come to dread went
particularly well as Lee charmed
Trump and affirmed support for
his dream of playing a “peacemaker”
on the Korean peninsula. Lee had
clearly prepared for the meeting
and used diplomatic finesse to
establish a good rapport with the
mercurial Trump. The summit
ended on a positive note and was
heralded as a success in South
Korea.

President Lee’s approach is easy
to understand, but President
Trump's sudden shift in mood
remains a mystery. Trump’s burning
desire for a Nobel Peace Prize is

most likely behind the change.
His overtures to Russian President
Vladimir Putin have fallen flat
despite the high-profile summit
in Alaska. Rumbles of impending
peace talks between Putin and
Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy faded in the week after
the Alaska summit.

By the time Trump met Lee,
his attention was turning to another
venue that offers him a chance
to play peacemaker: the Korean
Peninsula. Lee had previously
reached out to North Korea to
establish dialogue, but Kim Yo-jong,
leader Kim Jong-un’s sister, poured
cold water on that effort. In
Trump’s eyes, Lee’s outreach turns
him into an ally in any effort to
negotiate a flashy peace deal with
North Korea. This explains why
his comments in the Oval Office
kept returning to North Korea.

Aslongas Trump remains interested
in the Nobel Prize, he will continue
to support overtures to North Korea
unless he wins the prize from efforts
inanother venue. President Lee wants
to revive the efforts to reach out to
North Korea that have been the
hallmark of every centre-left president
since Kim Dae-jung. And as long as
the two men’s approaches to North
Koreaarealigned, the positive rapport
will most likely continue, which
should helpstabilize the relationship
between the two countries.

Neither Lee nor Trump can run
for re-election. Trump’s term ends
in January 2029, while Lee’s ends
inJune 2030. This means that Lee
will have a year and a half of his
term with a post-Trump US president.
Nobody knows who that will be,

For South Korea, this means
that the next US president will
come from a generation with less
interest in projecting US influence.
Millennials. in particular, are
impatient for change in a wide
range of domestic policies and

but one thingis for

change. The most talked about
candidates are a mix of Gen X and
millennials, both of which have a
different worldview from baby
boomers who, except Joe Biden,
have held the office since Bill Clinton
in1993.

wary of US unil lism. Though
difficult to imagine now, the next
US president will most likely seek
to deepen cooperation with South
Korea while leaving North Korean
outreach to President Lee and
his successor, as it should be.

The Korea Herald /ANN,
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OCCASIONALNOTE

Slowly but surely the League of Nationsis consolidating
its position. Fifty-four nations are represented at
the present session in Geneva, and with the
admittance of Germany, which is foreshadowed in
M l’am]cuw Pn.s:dgnuﬂl address, the total will

population represented
by an aggregate of sc\enrv millions. At the proper
time the United States, to whose President the
conception of the League is due, will doubtless
shed its attitude of aloofness, and join hands with
Europeinthe promotionand preservation of world
peace. Not the least significant fact about the sixth
session is the widespread interest which is being
taken in it. This indicates that the League has
ceased to be a negligible factor in world affairs —
ifitever was such — and that as time goes on it will
bring the weight of an ever-increasing pressure to
bearuponevery individual nation which recognizes
its authority.

Newsltems

GERMAN TRADE

RESUMING
NEGOTIATIONS
WITH FRANCE

(“Times "Special Service.)
London, Sept.

The Franco-German trade negotiations which
are being resumed on September 15, are likely to
be prmmued It is considered, says The Times
Berlin correspondent, that since thei suspension
the position has become more difficult and it
may be necessary to conclude a new temporary
agreement. There is also talk of resuming
negotiations with Russia and Italy. The Soviet
treaty has so far not progressed, and is not
regarded as very hopeful.

LANDING CONFIRMED

LITTLE RESISTANCE
TO SPANISH TROOPS

Madrid, Sept.

General Primo di Rivera has sent a wireless
message to the King of Spain from the battleship
Alfonso, stating that the 13th Corps, commanded
by General Saro, landed on the peninsula of
Morro Nuevo on the western side of the Bay of
Alhucemas at noon, and established their position
at Salsfour later, after a short bombardment,
without great resistance.—Reuter.

CAIRO RESIGNATIONS

LIBERALS & THE
CABINET
EXECUTIVE

Cairo, SepL

Th ricul d Pio d:
have rcssgmd lhclr executive appomlmum I‘hc
Liberal C u

vote ofconﬁdenmm l\bdd Aziz Fahmy, and decided
that the two Liberal ioned
above must resign. and that the Liberals must no
longer co-operate with the Cabinet Executive. The
resolution also deprecated the manner in which
the religious campaign was being stirred up and
warned the Cabinet of the dangers resulting
therefrom. It also stated that the Liberals stood for
the country’s religion as strongly as other parties of
the Executive and communicated its decision to
S:dkv Pasha who, although noanbeml egarded
is his Liberal

coLleagues in the Cabinet— Reuter.
PRESS DELEGATES

VISIT TO NEW
CAPITAL AT
CANBERRA

Sydney, Sept.

The new capual at Canberra, where (h\. Fu.kml
Parliamentis duetomeet next year, w:
inspected by the delegates to the Imperial Press
Conference who were guests of the Federal Capital
Commission. The Ex-Premier, Mr. Hughes, at a
luncheon said that the people abroad believed that
Australia was a land of strikes and drought. The
visitors would see that much of what they had read
and heard about the country was untrue. The
delegates visited the Royal Military College at
Duntroon, the Cotter River Dam and the Mount
Stromlo Observatory.—Reuter.,




The |

ioneer i

NEW DELHI | WEDNESDAY | SEPTEMBER 10, 2025

QOPINION [

Editor’s

TAKE

‘Swadeshi’ in the
Age of Tariffs

Prime Minister Narendra Modi asks NDA MPs to
push the Swadeshi agenda to tackle the Trump
tariffs. How can this be a game changer?

US President Donald Trump's reciprocal tariffs have
significantly affected India. They have adversely impacted the
Indian economy, making recalibration of both external and
internal policies imperative. Swadeshi has long been a
cornerstone of Prime Minister Modi's philosophy. He has
made a fervent pitch for swadeshi through ‘Make in India’
and 'Vocal for Local’ slogans.

Today, the Swadeshi plank is rooted in practical
pragmatism. PM Modi has once again invoked the spirit of
Swadeshi in his recent call to National Democratic Alliance
MPs, asking them to turn “swadeshi” into a mass movement.
Modi's push to celebrate the upcoming festive season with
"Swadeshi Melas" is cultural as well as economic. The
question, however, is whether such a revival of swadeshi can
counterbalance the Trump tariffs. Modi seeks to draw upon
national sentiment. His call to choose Indian-made goods at
atime when global currents appear hostile may or may not
resonate as before.

Whether we like it or not, today the world is a small place,
and consumer choices are not confined to a region or
country; they are epicurean, not ideological. The twenty-first-
century economy is not easily swayed by patriotic purchasing.
Even if it works, it would play only a marginal role in
offsetting the tariffs. Indian exporters will still face tough
competition, and the pressure will show on jobs and
incomes. Swadeshi fairs in constituencies may boost visibility
for local artisans, but they cannot substitute for a national
export strategy. The Prime Minister’s emphasis on
manufacturing and self-reliance is well placed, but along with
this, much more needs to be done.

For India to withstand trade shocks, it must improve
productivity, cut red tape, and invest in supply chain
resilience. The recently announced GST reforms are a step in
the right direction. If implemented in earnest, they can
indeed ease business operations. Swadeshi cannot be an
excuse for protectionism or a nostalgic fallback. It must be
reinterpreted as competitiveness. India's best bet against
tariffs is two-fold. First, to diversify trade partners and
negotiate from a position of strength. Second, to foster
genuine domestic capability so that Indian goods are not
chosen merely out of patriotic duty but because they are of
good quality.

The long-term goal must be to make ‘Made in India’
synonymous with quality, reliability, and innovation. The
politics of swadeshi may rally sentiment in the festive
season, but the economics of swadeshi must be grounded in
competitiveness. Modi is right to remind India that self-
reliance is no longer a slogan but a necessity. The challenge
is to ensure that it does not remain an emotional appeal but
evolves into structural transformation. Only then can India
meet tariffs abroad with resilience at home.

The mysterious and seldom-seen Pallas’s cat, captured in the high-altitude
wilderness of Arunachal Pradesh.

PHOTO: PTI
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SUICIDE PREVENTION DEMANDS
EMPATHY, AWARENESS AND ACTION

Approximately seventy per cent
of those who commit suicide
provide some clues about their
intention. Also referred to as
suicidal ideation, such
indications can range from a
passing mention to an open
admission.

Family history, long-standing
iliness, repeated stress, or
bereavement in the family are
important risk factors that can
drive a person into despair and
hopelessness. Easy access to
lethal means - guns or poisons —
also heightens the risk, alongside
substance abuse disorder (SAD).

On September 10, the World
Suicide Prevention Day, it is vital
to remember that prevention is
possible, and suicide is not an
exception. Awareness,
compassion, and timely
intervention save lives.It is
always best to start a direct

conversation with those who
may be contemplating suicide,
showing genuine care and
‘empathy. One must listen
patiently, avoiding judgement or
argument, as insensitive
responses can push vulnerable
individuals further to the brink.
The guiding principle remains
clear: “Talk with them; do not
argue with them.”

The mountains of problems
that men and women carry are
meant to be climbed, not
abandoned. Support, counselling,
and community awareness can
provide the strength needed to
endure. Suicide prevention
begins with each of us. With
timely care and compassion, no
life needs to be lost to despair.
Suicide prevention is a collective
responsibility we must uphold.

GANAPATHI BHAT | AKOLA

Please send your letter to the info@dailypioneer.com.
In not more than 250 words. We appreciate your feedback.

KCR’s Family: Dynasty in Disarray

The Bharat Rashtra Samithi, once the torchbearer of Telangana'’s statehood movement, is now caught in a bitter family feud
that threatens its very survival. A succession battle has erupted as K Kavitha takes on her brother, KT Rama Rao

KALYANI
SHANKAR

Why do political families believe they can hold
on to power indefinitely? This is common in
many one-man or one-woman parties, where
leaders often engage in nepotism by appoint-
ing relatives to positions of authority. For
example, the late Mulayam Singh Yadav,
leader of the Samajwadi Party, had over 20
family members active in politics at one time.
However, these families frequently face power
struggles as the leader’s influence declines.

This is precisely what is unfolding in
Telangana, where the Bharat Rashtra Samithi
chief and former Telangana Chief Minister, K
Chandrashekar Rao, has suspended his daugh-
ter, K Kavitha, for engaging in anti-party activ-
ities, though he had encouraged her earlier.
Kavitha was also ambitious.

A power tussle is looming large between
KCR's daughter and son, KT Rama Rao. By direct-
ly naming her cousins Harish Rao and Santosh

Kumar, she has even challenged the party's
contention that the indictments against KCR

and Harish Rao by the Cc ion were
politically motivated. Kavitha's allegations
could help BRS’s opponents and open the door
for political shifts.

Soon after her suspension, Kavitha quit the
party and her membership in the Legislative
Assembly. She is considering launching her

overall national politics. The blow to BRS came

many regional parties, the BRS, which finished
third in the 2023 polls, became demoralised.
Following a significant defeat in the 2024 Lok
Sabha polls, KCR has withdrawn from public
life, making occasional public appearances.

E[be ;piouttl’ when it lost power in 2023. As it happens to
| SINCE 1865 |

own political organisatiop. Thi§ move could sig- MORE THAN A Most of his time is now spgnt at his farm-
glﬁcanll]y_fal;‘erthe sta'tje s political landscape, DECADE AFTER irlﬁuzesThus ca:]]e a glgp wlhrllclj needs to be
ut only if she succeeds. illed by a capable political heir.

This story reflects key themes in the region- ~ LLE FORMATION ™y ¢ bty i€ a4 depended on his son KTR
al politics of South and North India. Succession OF TELANGANA, 55 his political heir. Kavitha has been openly
issues have long troubled regional parties, with THE BHARAT critical of her party, writing a six-page letter
?tradirio?i! pr‘elie(enre for sons over daugh- RASHTRA SAMITHI to her fgrr]her abdout K%R‘;‘ reglent Igcblgl of
ers as political heirs. energy. She condemned his silver jubilee

Political rivalries abound, including VN s(gwglo speech for neglecting important issues and
Janaki versus | Jayalalithaa, N Chandrababu lacking speaking skills.

Naidu versus Lakshmi Parvathi, MK Stalin THE TELANGANA Kavitha alleged that her cousins have a
versus MK Alagiri, Uddhav versus Raj Thackeray, =~ MOVEMENT, IS ON “tacit understanding” with Congress to harm
and now Kavitha versus KT Rama Rao.The THE ROADS her father's image and warned they might

family feud within the BRS has intensified into
a political drama as KCR's health and influence
decline. His charisma failed to sway voters in
the 2023 elections, resulting in a loss of power
for his party. In the 2004 Lok Sabha polls, BRS
got zero.

Kavitha, recently released on bail after
being jailed for a multi-crore liquor case, has
now targeted her father's confidantes. She has
been struggling to remain relevant political-
ly. KCR had a grand dream of becoming the
Prime Minister, making his daughter Kavitha
a Central Minister, and his son KT Rama Rao the
Chief Minister of Telangana. But these remained
dreams because KCR was a minor player in

The writer is a popular
columnist
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face similar consequences. Interestingly,
Kavitha, KTR, and Harish Rao are all seeking
the party presidency. Kavitha's revolt occurred
ata critical moment since the Central Bureau
of Investigation is set to investigate alleged
issues with the Kaleshwaram lift irrigation
project, which the BRS has hailed as the jewel
of Telangana. Kavitha claimed, “The CBI
inquiry against KCR is due solely to the cor-
ruption of Harish Rao and Santosh Kumar.”
The family feud intensified after Chief Minister
Revanth Reddy decided to hand over the
Kaleshwaram project irregularities to the
Central Bureau of Investigation. Reddy

accused the then Chief Minister, KCR, and his
Irrigation Minister, Harish Rao, of corruption.
Kavitha has decided to confront her cousins,
Harish Rao and Santosh Kumar, regarding the
irregularities in Kaleshwaram. The power
struggle has intensified following KCR’s dete-
rioration in health. Kavitha criticised senior
party members as the Telangana High Court
granted KCR interim protection.

Meanwhile, KCR’s nephew, Harish Rao,
received interim relief from actions related
to the Ghose Commission report, which
alleged KCR's involvement in the KLIS barrage
planning and execution. The ugly drama
ended with Part One, concluding with
Kavitha's expulsion and her exit.What does
the future hold for the BRS? The party is
already in decline, and Kavitha's actions
could further damage its standing. KTR has
collaborated with his father, but it's uncertain
whether he can keep the party united. Its
future remains uncertain, raising serious
concerns about its stability.

More than a decade after the formation of
Telangana, the Bharat Rashtra Samithi (BRS),
which spearheaded the Telangana move-
ment, is on the roads. The absence of signif-
icantachievements to rally the public has led
to the lack of the same level of regional sen-
timent that once earned it a strong electoral
mandate. The BRS faces potential existential
challenges. The possibility of BRS members
joining either the Congress or the B|P could

significantly impact the political landscape.

The Mantra for Peace, Progress, and Prosperity

RAJYOGI BRAHMA
KUMAR NIKUNJ JI

2 'l‘HEOPI()NEER
ND OPINION
From the very moment of birth, an individual enters a
specific cultural, social, and national framework. He is
nurtured within a community, religion, and tradition that
shape his personality and outlook. As he grows, he
absorbs the values, customs, and attitudes of these
groups, and in turn, he influences them. No human being
can live in isolation; life necessarily involves constant
interaction with different circles of people. These con-
nections enrich life and give meaning to one's existence.
However, such participation in group life also carries
a subtle risk. Gradually, a person begins to develop deep
loyalties to his cultural and social units. He identifies
strongly with those who belong to his group and, con-
sciously or unconsciously, begins to view others as out-

siders. Humanity, for him, is no longer a universal broth-
erhood buta limited fraternity. In this mindset, his oblig-
ations rarely extend beyond the frontiers of his group
or state. This narrow loyalty often breeds prejudice. At
first, it may appear as simple misunderstanding or ego-
centred behaviour toward others.

But, over time, it can escalate into hostility, bickering,
and eventually open conflict. Such tendencies pose a
grave threat to peace and stability, both within nations
and across the world.

True stability requires the willingness of people to rise
above self-interest and make sacrifices for the larger
good, recognising that their own well-being is bound with
that of others. The ancient Indian wisdom captures this
spirit in the Sanskrit verse: “Sarve bhavantu sukhinah,
sarve santu niramaya.”

This philosophy must become the guiding principle
of politics, economics, and social life. Without such a foun-
dation, society will continue to grapple with tension and
unrest. The practical question, then, is how to cultivate
this attitude. The second timeless mantra offers the
answer: “Vasudhaiva kutumbakam"—The world is one
family. When we begin to see the entire human race as
members of one household, narrow divisions lose
their power. This shift requires more than intellectual
agreement; it calls for a transformation in

consciousness.Such transformation is possible when indi-
viduals move from body-consciousness to soul-conscious-
ness. At the level of the soul, one recognises a univer-
sal kinship that transcends race, religion, and national-
ity. Spirituality allows a person to remain part of a cul-
tural or ethnic group while simultaneously rising above
parochial boundaries to embrace a global vision.

Spirituality, then, is not an escape from life but the cor-
nerstone of true peace. It enables human beings to
connect with their higher self and with the universe in
away that transcends religious differences. Practices such
as meditation, mindfulness, and gratitude
nurture compassion, empathy, and a sense of intercon-
nectedness.

This inner awakening creates a ripple effect, fostering
mutual respect and reducing ethnocentrism. Societies
built on such values naturally move toward sustainable
prosperity and lasting stability. What the world needs
mosturgently today is spiritual education that awakens
the awareness of a global family under the fatherhood
of God. Only then can humanity overcome division, and
only then can progress bring genuine happiness.

[ The writer is a spiritual teacher and a popular columnist )

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Sankarshan Thakur: Voice of truth

This is in response to the report titled “The Telegraph
editor Sankarshan Thakur dies" (September 9). In
these dark days, Sankarshan Thakur had established
himself as that rare journalist and human being with
a spine, who never hesitated to call a spade a spade
when confronted with injustice or values that contra-
dicted his democratic and liberal convictions. By
swimming against the “mainstream”, Thakur’'s pen and
voice always confronted the mightiest wreaking havoc
in society. He continued to highlight the plight of innu-
merable citizens during demonetisation, the unilater-
al abrogation of Article 370 with the fragmentation of
Jammu and Kashmir, stringent clampdowns, the
callous handling of the Covid-19 pandemic with its fatal
lockdown, economic stagnation, joblessness, and the
assault on freedom of speech, making a mockery of
“Good Days”.

The secular Thakur will remain in our hearts for speak-
ing the unspeakable and for daring to criticise the Indian
electorate, rightly blaming them for the present state
of affairs. Very rightly, he exposed Indians as “compli-
antand complicit” to horror shows continuing for more
than a decade. Stars like Sankarshan Thakur never fade
— they shine in Indian journalism’s firmament.

KAJAL CHATTERJEE | KOLKATA

Sin tax on casinos justified

The GST Council's decision to bring casinos under the
40 per cent “sin tax” slab deserves appreciation.
Gambling, like tobacco and alcohol, may appear a
matter of personal choice, but its consequences spill
into society through addiction, indebtedness, crime, and
family breakdowns. By placing casinos in the same cat-
egory as sin goods, the Government has acknowledged
the wider social costs of such activities.

The purpose of a sin tax is not only revenue collec-
tion but deterrence. When harmful habits become cost-
lier, people reconsider indulging. The revenue gener-
ated can fund healthcare, awareness campaigns, and
welfare pr . IF utilised transp ly, this
money can offset public burdens caused by lifestyle dis-
eases and social harms linked to gambling. The casino
industry's claim that such taxation will destroy business
is overstated. Goa's experience shows casinos flourish
despite multiple tax notices and legal disputes. The
Government must not succumb to industry pressure but
stand firm. Ultimately, a sin tax is not merely econom-
ic but a moral responsibility. It ensures those indulging
in harmful activities also contribute towards covering
society's costs. Strengthening this policy is a step
towards a healthier, more responsible nation.

AYUSHMAN PANDEY | LUCKNOW

Hundred years of Periyar's rebellion

The year 2025 marks the centenary of the Self-Respect
Movement, founded by EV Ramasamy Periyar. The move-
ment altered Tamil Nadu's political discourse and
emerged as a response to the hierarchical nature of
Indian society, marked by caste oppression and gender
i ity. It advocated rati ism, rejecting supersti-
tions that sustained caste hierarchies and social injus-
tice. Periyar was influenced by anti-caste reformers like
Jyotirao Phule and BR Ambedkar, whose ideas reinforced
the need for social transformation and equality.

The Self-Respect Movement sought not only to dis-
mantle caste discrimination but also to empower
women, promote scientific thinking, and encourage self-
dignity among oppressed communities. Its relevance
is strikingly evident today. Despite India's progress,
caste-based discrimination, gender inequality, and
socio-economic disparities remain.

The Self-Respect Movement's legacy is one of endur-
ing influence. Its call for social justice, rationalism, and
equality is as urgent today as it was in 1925.
Commemorating its centenary should not be symbol-
ic. It mustinspire renewed efforts to build an inclusive
society, free from caste oppression and gender bias,
where rationalism and equality guide public life.

RANGANATHAN SIVAKUMAR | CHENNAI
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Curbing unaccounted cash in property transactions

Unaccounted cash, particularly in property transactions, has long posed a challenge to India’s fiscal transparency and economic governance. Despite various
provisions, successive governments have struggled to contain undervaluation of property, stamp duty evasion, and the circulation of black money

SUBHASH
CHANDRA
AGRAWAL

Once, there used to be a provision under
Section 269U of the Income Tax Act, 1961 that
gave the government the option to purchase
property at 10 per cent above the sale con-
sideration declared in the income tax return
by the buyer. However, this provision was
deleted from the Act with effect from
01.07.2002 because of practical difficulties
faced by the government. First, the govern-
ment required excessive funds to purchase
properties that the Income Tax Department
considered undervalued in the returns.
Second, the provision often resulted in delib-
erate acquisitions of properties that ultimate-
ly caused losses, as the government could not
even recover the purchase price during sub-
sequent auctions.

At present, the only provision available to
the Income Tax Department is to treat the dif-
ference between the purchase price and the
circle rate as “Income from Undisclosed
Sources.” However, this provision is itself
problematic. In certain areas, such as New
Friends Colony in New Delhi, the circle rate
is higher than the actual market rate. This
creates peculiar situations in property trans-
actions, as stamp duty must be paid on a value
greater than the actual purchase price.
Conversely, in most cases, property transac-
tions prominently involve unaccounted cash.
The involvement of unaccounted cash in prop-
erty transactions can and should be curtailed
through a series of reforms. First, the rate of
stamp duty on property transactions should
be uniformly reduced to 5 per cent across the
country, inclusive of municipal charges.

A1 per cent concession should be provid-
ed ifthe property is purchased exclusively in
the name of a woman, and the concession
should be proportionately reduced if the prop-
erty is purchased jointly by men and women.
Second, a permanent Voluntary Disclosure
Scheme should be introduced, under which
individuals may declare unaccounted income,
including cash, in their income tax returns vol-
untarily under the maximum tax slab.

This slab should be restored to 30 per cent,
as originally recommended by the Raja
Chelliah Committee, instead of the current
effective rate of about 43 per cent (due to sur-
charges and cesses). If a property seller
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district-wise, and area-wise — with wide
publicity among property brokers. If
implemented carefully, this provision
would substantially reduce the role of
unaccounted money in property transac-
tions. It would also benefit genuine sellers
by enabling them to obtain fair market
value for their properties, instead of
losing out to intermediaries and brokers
who often capture a disproportionate
share of profits.

The same portal should also include a
section for properties auctioned by banks
to recover loans, thus serving as a consol-
idated, transparent marketplace benefi-
cial for both financial institutions and
investors. Collectively, these measures
would induce transparency in property
transactions, significantly reduce the role
of unaccounted cash, and simultaneous-
ly boost the housing sector. The result
would be greater revenue generation for
the government through property-related
taxation. Finally, India must also study and
adopt best practices from countries such
as Sweden, which is known for its cash-
less economy and widespread use of
credit cards. In India, credit card use
- . . remains limited, largely because traders
. often charge an additional 2 per cent fee

declares unaccounted cash in a particu-
lar year, the Income Tax Department
would simultaneously obtain valuable
information about the purchaser who may
have provided such unaccounted cash.
Such a scheme should also include a
provision for compulsory long-term invest-
ment of 20 per cent of the disclosed funds
in bonds of public sector companies,
with floating annual interest equivalent
to that of RBI bonds (currently about 8 per
cent per annum). For instance, the Indian
Railway Catering and Tourism Corporation
(IRCTC) could be entrusted with manag-
ing such funds, with its operations expand-
ed to establish production units in every
district. These units could produce baked
products for use in the Mid-Day Meal

The writer is a RTI
consultant
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Scheme and railway catering, thereby gen-
erating both economic and social bene-
fits. Additionally, the dual provisions for
calculating long-term capital gains on
property —either 12.5 per cent on the total
gain or 20 per cent on the reinvested
balance up to ten crore rupees - should be
replaced by a uniform 10 per cent long-
term capital gains tax, similar to that
applied to gains from shares. This change
would incentivise taxpayers to conduct
property transactions transparently,
reducing the reliance on unaccounted
cash. Furthermore, a special website
should be developed by the Income Tax
Department on which property sellers
would be required to list complete details
of properties intended for sale.

The required or negotiated sale price
must be declared. Any prospective buyer
willing to purchase the property above the
declared price within a stipulated period
(for example, 30 days) should have the
right to do so by depositing 10 per cent as
earnest money. If multiple bidders come
forward, the highest bidder would gain the
right to purchase, provided the balance
payment is made within ten working days
of finalisation. If the highest bidder fails
to make the payment, the earnest money
should be forfeited, and the next highest
bidder should be given the opportunity.
Ifno higher bidder emerges, the seller may
proceed with the originally negotiated
deal. This proposed website should be
structured hierarchically — state-wise,

when payments are made by card, partic-
ularly in businesses with low margins. This
surcharge exists because banks current-
ly levy about 2 per cent on card transac-
tions. To resolve this, the government
should cap bank charges on credit card
payments at 0.5 per cent, with the Union
government bearing this cost.

Such a measure would increase credit
card usage significantly, benefiting banks
through higher transaction volumes, while
the government would gain increased
revenue due to improved tax compli-
ance. Another major source of unaccount-
ed cash is the misuse of the Goods and
Services Tax (GST) structure. Unused GST
invoices are sometimes “sold” in exchange
for cash, with buyers and sellers sharing
the benefits of false input tax credit claims.
This practice has contributed substantial-
ly to cash circulation even after demoneti-
sation on November 8, 2016. To address
this, input tax credit (ITC) should be
allowed only for tradable commodities and
not for goods used as expenses or for
which depreciation is claimed. Other cor-
rective steps should also be taken to
ensure that India can progress towards a
cashless economy, as envisioned by the
Prime Minister at the time of demonetisa-
tion on November 8, 2016.

How the geopolitical landscape is India’s
lever for Aatmanirbhar Bharat

ew GURLEEN

‘ ‘ NAGPAL

In 2017, walking past Trafalgar Square, | remem-
ber watching a group of kirtaniyas joyfully
singing and dancing to devotional bhajans. The
sightamused some passers-by and made others
frown. To me, it captured how India was largely
perceived at the time — an exotic land of “spir-
ituality” and Bollywood glamour, where yoga
mats and Hindi film songs were the most con-
sistentambassadors ofits global image. Beyond
that, India was seen as just another developing
Commonwealth nation: its economy doing
“alright” but not formidable, its polit-
ical leadership visible but not yet
commanding recognition, and its pol-
icymaking still recovering from the
paralysis of the previous regime,
with the new government only three
years into its tenure.

Fast forward to 2025, and the conversations |
now have with a close associate in the UK tell an
entirely different story. Interestingly, the starting
point remains the same, a group of devotees
swaying down Oxford Street to Marble Arch
during Janmashtami. But soon, the conversation
shifts from bhajans to geopolitics: India’s deci-
sive stance on tariffs, its refusal to be cajoled into
binary choices between Asia and the West, and
its pragmatic neutrality in continuing energy
imports from “traditional partners” despite
global criticism.

This shiftin perception, from being shrugged
off as a chaotic developing state to now com-
manding attention as an assertive, self-confident
player on the global stage, made me reflect on
what has changed. How did India, amidst global
volatility and the fractious politics of our times,
build the resilience to stand tall? The answer lies
in the idea of Aatmanirbhar Bharat, a call that
began as a campaign but has since become the
real underpinning of India’s rise.

The groundwork for self-reliance has been sys-
tematically laid over the last decade. This trans-
formation is neitheraccidental nor cosmetic, but
structural and strategic. Consider how. Banking
on its demographic dividend and vast market, and
with a strong push through Production-Linked
Incentive (PLI) schemes, India has drawn global
giants into its fold while energising domestic
champions. Electronics, pharmaceuticals and tex-
tiles are no longer import-heavy vulnerabilities
but fast emerging as indigenous strengths.

Nowhere is this shift more visible than in
defence. India’s defence production reached an
all-time high of 21.27 lakh crore in FY 2023-24, a
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staggering 174 per cent rise since 2014,
powered by the Make in India initia-
tive. Even more telling is the export
story: from being the world's largest
arms importer, India is now exporting defence
equipment to more than 85 countries. Defence
exports touched a record 23,622 crore in FY 2024-
25. Safe to say, we are no longer just consumers
of the global security order but contributors
shaping it.

On semiconductors, what eluded us in the
1980s is now taking shape, backed by billions in
investment. The Semiconductor Mission is posi-
tioning India as a credible hub in the most strate-
gic industry of the 21st century. Likewise, India
has quietly emerged as the world's third-largest
bio-economy. The vaccine triumph during the
pandemic was not a stroke of luck, but the fruit
of years ofinvestment in R&D, biotech, pharma
and digital health infrastructure. That foundation
is now propelling a new wave of bio-innovation.

India also hosts the world’s third-largest start-
up ecosystem, where entrepreneurs are build-
ing solutions not just for India but for the globe.
From Al to clean energy, innovation is powering
the spirit of Aatmanirbhar Bharat. And self-
reliance extends to the backbone of Bharat, its
farmers. With digital marketplaces, precision
farming and direct benefit transfers, they are less
dependent on middlemen than ever before.
Farmers today are producing not just for suste-
nance, but for global markets.

The timing could not be more fortuitous. The
global geopolitical landscape, volatile as it s, pro-
vides India with a unique lever to prove its self-
reliance and take the threats and challenges head

As power dynamics shift, India has refused to
be drawn into a zero-sum game. We speak to
Washington and Moscow, to Beijing and Tokyo,
to Riyadh and Tel Aviv. This multipolar diploma-
cy is not fence-sitting, it is the confidence of a
nation that charts its own course.

With a digital economy contributing nearly 12
per cent of GDP and projected to touch 20 per
cent by the end of the decade, India is no longer
the weak link in global value chains. Instead, com-
panies are de-risking from China by investingin
India, a shift in strategy that aligns with our
Aatmanirbhar ambitions. The Indo-Pacific ten-
sions, cybersecurity threats and space competi-
tion have shown the importance of being tech-
nologically sovereign. India is not just buying plat-
forms; itis designing, developing and exporting
them.

The biggest transformation has been in gov-
ernance. A nation once accused of policy paral-
ysis has become a nation of policy power.
Today, the effectiveness and scale of policies from
Jan Dhan to UPI, from Aadhaar to GST are felt not
by millions but by over a billion people. This cred-
ibility at home strengthens credibility abroad.

Diplomacy, too, has mirrored this change.
Where India once hesitated, today it speaks with
unapologetic clarity. From cautious participation
to unapologetic assertion, India now shapes
rather than shadows global debates. On global
platforms, in climate negotiations, trade and tariff
talks, or conflict mediation, India's voice carries
both conviction and consequence, making itno
longer a nation that can be nudged to the periph-
ery or arm-twisted into conformity.

Adecade ago, devotional singers ona London
high street could have been dismissed as quaint
symbols of India’s soft power but today, the same
sight sets off conversations on geopolitics, strat-
egy, selfreliance and the rise of an economy that
has surged past the UK and Japan. From symbol-
ism to substance, from policy paralysis to policy
power, from dependence to Aatmanirbharta,
India’s journey has been a head-turner.

Yet, truth be told, there are still miles to go
before we can genuinely claim the mantle of
‘Vishwaguru,' rather than invoking itas a conve-
nient narrative, The geopolitical landscape may
be volatile, but for India it is the perfect lever to
assert its rise. For the first time in decades, the
world sees India as a nation with economic might,
technological ambition, and political will.
Aatmanirbhar Bharat is no longer a campaign or
a hashtag. It is the lived reality of a nation that
has found its voice and is ready to use it. The task
now is to stay the course — resilient, inclusive and
confident— as we build not just a self-reliant India,

on. While Europe scrambles for India
has managed to secure affordable energy by bal-
ancing relations with muiltiple partners. This prag-
matism has shielded our economy from shocks
while reinforcing our sovereign decision-making.

but a stronger, fairer world.
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Rural literacy: How grassroots
volunteers can enhance literacy

In rural India, literacy is more than just
the ability to read and write, providing the
foundation for lifelong learning and livelihood.
Yet, despite decades of progress, a large
number of children in underserved communi-
ties continue to struggle with foundational
reading skills.

The inability to read fluently at the right age
not only hampers academic performance
but also closes doors to opportunities later in
life, from higher education to digni-
fied employment.

Schools alone cannot bridge this
gap. Frequently under-resourced in
rural areas, a single teacher may be
tasked with handling multiple grades or
classes of 30-40 children, each at different
reading levels. The pressure to complete the
syllabus leaves little room for personalised
attention. As a result, many children are
promoted year after year without mastering
basic literacy, creating a learning deficit that
only widens over time.

What is needed is a collective effort that
mobilises communities, strengthens access to
books, and nurtures a culture of reading from
the ground up.

Here, grassroots volunteers can play an
invaluable role. Local youth, women, or retired
teachers can step forward as reading champi-
ons within their communities.

They not only lead reading sessions and
inspire children to explore stories but also
provide the personalised support that class-
rooms often cannot. Volunteers bridge the gap
by grouping children according to their reading
level, giving focused inputs, monitoring
progress, and fostering peer learning. This
tailored approach ensures that no child is left
behind and that every student can strengthen
reading skills at their own pace.

The urgency of this work is highlighted in the
Annual State of Education Report (ASER) 2024
by Pratham, which shows that despite progress,
persistent gaps remain in rural learning. For
instance, the share of Class Ill government
school children able to read a Class Il-level text
rose from 16.3 per cent in 2022 to 23.4 per cent
in 2024, the highest level since ASER began.

Among Class V students, reading fluency
improved from 38.5 per cent to 44.8 per cent

skills-underscoring the urgent need for com-
munity-driven, volunteer-led reading interven-
tions. Access to books is another crucial
enabler. Small, school or community-based
libraries stocked with age-appropriate and
engaging material help cultivate a reading
habit outside the classroom.

When children are exposed to stories that
reflect their realities or spark their imagination,
the joy of reading becomes self-sustaining.
Evidence from villages surrounding
Chandrapur, Maharashtra, provides a glimpse
ofwhat s possible. A rural Reading Promotion
Programme, launched in 2019 and evaluated
between 2022-2024, revealed consistent
upward trends in reading across all grades,
thanks to community volunteers called
‘Pushtak Fairies".

Two factors emerged as most strongly

linked to improvement: the
number of reading sessions
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read. Students who stayed in the
programme for more than a year
not only improved faster but also began sub-
sequent academic years at higher reading
levels than their peers-demonstrating the fact
that community-supported literacy pro-
grammes create a compounding effect. Once
a child builds confidence in reading, their ability
to engage with other subjects also improves.

Such models prove that transformation
need not be expensive. With sustained volun-
teer participation, steady access to books, and
regular encouragement, literacy outcomes
can be dramatically improved at a low cost.
NGOs and civil society organisations have a key
role to play in scaling this model, supporting
volunteers with training and resources, and
ensuring accountability through monitoring.

Rural literacy is not just an education chal-
lenge; it is a development imperative. Children
who can read are more likely to stay in school,
pursue higher studies, access skilling oppor-
tunities, and secure meaningful livelihoods. For
communities, literacy fuels empowerment,
strengthens voice and agency, and helps
break the cycle of poverty.

The path forward is clear: India must invest
not only in classrooms and teachers but also
in the power of communities themselves. By
harnessing local volunteers as reading cham-
pions and embedding reading habits with
access to books, we can lay a stronger foun-
dation for Bharat's rural children.

ith the right support, every child can be given
the tools to read, learn, and thrive.

over the same period. These figures
that while foundational literacy is improving,
large sections of children still lack grade-level
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INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION.

— Ramnath Goenka

GOVT MUST ENSURE
GST,CRUDE OIL SAVINGS
REACH CONSUMERS

T the initiative of the Union government, the GST
Council has agreed to lower the GST rates on most es-
sential and common-use goods. These far-reaching
changes, effective September 22, have been scripted to
ease the burden on the common man and slow infla-
tion. They are expected to trigger higher consumption and
drive economic growth. Therefore, it is imperative that the
savings be passed on entirely to consumers and not skimmed
off by manufacturers or traders. Any ‘leakage’ in transition
would defeat the very purpose of these measures. The gov-
ernment is conscious of the issue—Finance Minister Nir-
mala Sitharaman has confirmed that various ministries and
MPs are working to ensure the tax benefits are passed on.

Some other measures have been put in motion, too. Car
showrooms have been told to display boards indicating the
old and new prices; it must be appreciated that several
manufacturers have preemptively announced price cuts
ranging from 50,000 to 5 lakh on various models. So have
some public insurers. However, while it is easy to monitor
prices of goods like cars and air-conditioners, it will hurt
if the benefit is denied for smaller, essential items. The FM
has estimated that as many as 375 essential and common-
use goods will benefit from the rate changes, while only 13
items in the ‘sin’ category will be more expensive.

To guarantee the interests of the common man, it is nec-
essary that a well-oiled, multi-ministerial taskforce be set
up to monitor retail prices. The monitoring machinery
will have to keep a sharp eye on sectors like private health
insurance, which works with layers of hidden costs, as
well as unscrupulous traders who try and pass off old
sticker prices. Setting up an efficient citizens’ reporting
mechanism could work wonders, too.

Towards the same end, the government must also pass
on savings on imported crude oil. With demand softening
due to geopolitical turbulence and the OPEC+ bloc intent
on increasing production, it is expected that crude prices
will stay below or around the current levels of $65 a barrel
in the near term. Earlier, the savings from lower crude
prices had been diverted by the government to cover for
its fiscal deficit. Hopefully, the new savings will be passed ¢
on to consumers if spurring demand and keepingalidon 2
prices are serious goals.

2TH DOCUMENT RAISES
ELEMENTARY QUESTIONS

HE Supreme Court has had the last word on a vexing

matter: Aadhaar verifies identity, but does not confer

citizenship. On Monday, the court referred to Aadhaar

as the “12th document” in the Election Commission’slist &

for revising Bihar’s voter rolls, emphasising that while ~ *
Aadhaar may show who you are, it cannot establish that you
belongasacitizen. This tension between Aadhaar’sreachand &
its limits is at the heart of India’s complicated relationship
with the system as the Election Commission undertakesa
Special Intensive Revision of the Bihar voter list.

‘When it was introduced in 2010, few anticipated how swift-
ly Aadhaar would become entwined in daily life. Today, it's
used to obtain a gas cylinder; open a bank account, collect
pension, get a new phone line, file taxes, or apply for pass-
port. For the poor, it has become the gateway to survival,
granting access to food rations and benefit transfers.

However, Aadhaar is not accepted as proof of citizen-
ship for voting rights. The Election Commission and the
court both assert that citizenship can only be proven by
documents such as passports, birth certificates, or natu-
ralisation papers, though many people do not have them.
This would be comic if it were not so tragic: India has
created the world’s largest identity project, linking it to
every conceivable service from banking to welfare, but
when the question of citizenship arises, Aadhaar pro-
vides no answer. In Bihar’s revision of electoral rolls, this
irony deepens, with the opposition claiming selective dis-
enfranchisement. All this leaves citizens asking: if Aad-
haar is essential for everything, why not for voting?

The answer is, of course, constitutional. Citizenship isa
legal status; identity is an administrative requirement.
Mixing the two leads to the prospect of people being re-
moved from the rolls because their paperwork does not
align with their actual existence. And yet, leaving the dis-
tinction so hazy risks excluding the very people who rely
most heavily on Aadhaar for daily life. India must choose—
create a true universal card that merges identity and citi-
zenship, or stop assigning Aadhaar roles it cannot fulfil.
Until then, Aadhaar will remain crucial everywhere except
when it comes to being counted as an Indian.

R < T B
SCORING OWN GOALS

HE Trump administration’s attempt to rebrand the US

department of defence as one of war is telling in more

ways than one. First, while signing the executive or-
der, Trump said, “We won the First World War. We won
the Second World War. We won everything before that and
in between.” By leaving out everything after 1945, Trump
seemed to suggest the glory days of American military
were long over: Second, when he posted a meme of him-
self as a character from Apocalypse Now, threatening
‘war’ on Chicago, he strayed into ‘Hollow Men’, the T S
Eliot poem whose memorable ending the filmmaker used:
“This is the way the world ends, not with a bang but a
whimper.” Sic transit gloria.

HIS essay is an attempt to ex-
plore the relation between
the word and the world in the
domain of policy. One must
confess the domain of policy
has become an esoteric
world—full of arcane inter-
pretations of ordinary language.

The recent exchange of words be-
tween Donald Trump and Narendra
Modi escalated a lot in the news. It has
been seen as a battle between two na-
tions on tariffs and trade. It is also a
struggle for dignity. Modi has raised the
word ‘swadeshi’ in this context. One
hopes to explore the fate of this word.

Maodi’s use of the word is strictly eco-
nomic; but one has to locate this sense
of swadeshi within a wider historical
and philosophical context. The most
fruitful way of doing this is to contrast
Modi's construct of swadeshi with a
Gandhian imagination.

One has to, first of all, emphasise
that while Modi exudes the official, Ma-
hatma Gandhi’s is a playful perform-
ance. Gandhi displayed a cultural con-
fidence against the British. One can see
the power of his attitude in two small
anecdotes. Once an American journal-
ist asked Gandhi what he thought of
Western civilisation. He replied, ‘It
would be a good idea.’ Gandhi went fur-
ther. He said the task of the Indian na-
tional movement was not just to over-
throw the British, but to rescue them
from the travails of modernity.

To the cultural confidence that un-
derlay swadeshi and swaraj to its play-
fulness, one must add a polysemic pow-
er. For Gandhi, these two words
conveyed a spectrum of meanings.
Swadeshi implied the indigenous, the
local, and the vernacular. Each sum-
moned a different domain of meaning.
Each mapped a different angle to life.
The word that immediately comes to
mind is ‘local’. It implied a geography,
a sense of neighbourhood. Swadeshi
implied that the local was primary.

But Gandhi used the word local in a
slightly different sense. The local was
also indigenous. It implied not only ge-
ography, but also a sense of cultural
time. The local was an attempt to sus-
tain diversity and plurality, not just uni-
formity. The local implied not just eco-
nomics, but a sense of linguistics and
materials. The local implied local mate-
rials, local seeds, a local imagination.
Each microcosm added to the richness
of the macrocosm we call swaraj.

Swaraj, in that sense, is a more holis-
tic term. Yet the two words are connect-
ed. Each connects a word and a world.

LEDITORIAL
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Itis swaraj when we learn to rule
e ourselves. It is, therefore, in the palm of

' our hands. But such swaraj has to be
experienced, by each one for himself

Gandhi's concept of swadeshi and swaraj were hospitable and
caring. To reinvigorate the ideas in today's age, Indians must
question policy at the linguistic, ethical and aesthetic levels

RETHINKING
SWADESHI IN
TRUMPIAN ERA

SHIV VISVANATHAN @,

Modi’s sense of swadeshi is too short-
sighted to capture this cultural imagina-
tion. Swadeshi in the sense implies trus-
teeship, a sense of caring, not just a
parochial sense of security. The relation
between language, culture, technology,
and economics is just manifold.
Swadeshi and swaraj are not just
questions of scale; they imply a rela-
tion of parts to a whole—microcosm to
macrocosm. The Gandhian activist Ela
Bhatt put it brilliantly. She said
swadeshiand swaraj are ‘home science’
words. You use the metaphor of the
home not just to create a local space,
but a home in the world. Domesticity
and international relations weave to-
gether, so in a sense a concern for a
dewdrop is a sense of the ocean.
Gandhi’s sense of swaraj was playful
and holistic. Modi's sense of swarajisa
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purely official, narrow, arid idea of the
nation’s state. It suffers from a rigor
mortis of the imagination. If Modi had
a sense of swaraj today, he would have
challenged Israelis’ actions on the Gaza
Strip. Instead of letting Palestinians
starve, Modi would have flooded the area
with langars, turning food into a gift of
peace. His silence, his international re-
lations, has no sense of swaraj.

Modi also lacks a genuine sense of
swadeshi. Swadeshi as an idea doesn't
try to exclude, it seeks to encompass.
The local always signals the hospi

Mahatma
Gandhi

have built a satyagraha around the
project and would do something similar
with Manipur. What we notice, thus, is
that Modi’s concept of swadeshi is an
added political concept, with little
sense of generosity.

Swadeshi and swaraj would have
shown that Trump’s idea of culture and
democracy is empty. An advocate of
swadeshi would have opened out to the
Mexican migrant and the Palestinian
refugee. Swadeshi and swaraj enrich the
concept of citizenship and does not sub-
jectit to the arid policy of security turn-
ing citizenship into the most impover-
ished forms of being. A citizenship
without swadeshi and swaraj is empty.

One must emphasise that the relation-
ship between the word and the world is
critical for democracy. The power of
concepts reveals the creativity of de-
mocracy. Democracy, in that sense, al-
ways shows a linguistic richness; not
the linguistic regimentation the current
central policymakers subject concepts
to. This raises fundamental problems
for the democratic imagination. It elimi-
nates nationalism over democracy and,
thus, impoverishes the linguistic power
of democracy. The poetics of the word
sustains the poetics of democracy. It is
today's aridity of concepts in India that
becomes disconcerting for the future.

It’s the absence of swaraj as an imagi-
nation that makes the current leader-
ship deaf to the Anthropocene as an
idea, as an image of a damaged world.
Earth today has been damaged by man—
it's geologically so devastated that man's
destruction of the world has become a
geological age in itself. Today’s sense of
Indian nationalism blinds the nation to
the future of Earth as an ecology.

This raises problems for civil society.
Scientist C V Seshadri suggested that
civil society must comprise a ‘don’t use
me’ dictionary. This should comprise a
bracketing of words like security, devel-
opment, boundary, patriotism—words
which desiccate, words which lack the
power and creativity of non-violence.
Swadeshi and swaraj were indicators of
non-violence. They sought to expose a
violence that was not a word.

Civil society must use linguistics as a
lens for understanding dangers to its
life-word. This is the challenge before
the reader tod: he must question pol-

Gandhi’s sense of swadeshi and swaraj
in that sense was hospitable, deeply car-
ing, sensitive fo culture—it embodied a
trusteeship of diversity on every front.

Modi is all for modernity. He is seek-
ing to change the Andamans through
development projects; Gandhi would

icy at the linguistic, ethical and aesthet-
ic levels. Without such a sense of trus-
teeship, swadeshi and swaraj cannot
survive. This is a challenge before Indi-
an democracy today.
(Views are personal)
(svesds@gmail.com)

KARNATAKA’S RETURN TO BALLOT

ITH the Karnataka govern-
ment deciding to go for pa-
per ballots for the upcom-
ing local body elections,
forgoing electronic voting
machines or EVMs, the
State Election Commission
(SEC) faces challenges in conducting a
free and fair exercise.

The Congress-ruled state’s decision
is not only aligned with the party’s na-
tional campaign to return to paper bal-
lots, but also follows the allegations the
party’s central leadership made against
the Election Commission of India (ECI)
for ‘manipulation’ of the poll process.

It is now incumbent on the SEC, an
independent body, to show that it
can prepare a voters’ list free of manip-
ulation and conduct paper polling free
of discrepancy.

Ever since the Lok Sabha polls last
year—and more stridently after the
Haryana and Maharashtra assembly
elections that followed—the Congress
has intensified its campaign charging
the ECI of helping the BJP “steal” elec-
tions through manipulation of elec-
toral rolls and EVMs.

Now, given the Karnataka govern-
ment’s decision, among the first re-
sponsibilities of the SEC would be to
prepare the rolls of the state’s 5.52 crore
electors, as per a 2025 revision. A clean
roll is vital for any democracy; it should
ensure that no genuine voter is left out
of the system. In this regard, while an-
nouncing the state cabinet decision to
go for paper ballots, law minister H K
Patil pointed out: “The cabinet has de-
cided to authorise the SEC to prepare,
revise, and, if required, redo the elec-
toral rolls for these polls.”

So far, the SEC was using the electoral
roll available with the ECI to conduct
the local polls. “Now, to conduct all local
body elections, the state cabinet will rec-
ommend amendments for revision, cor-
rection and reconstitution of the voters’
list, so that the SEC can prepare a high-
quality electoral roll,” Patil added.

The voters’ list is indeed a matter of
greater concern than the EVM. The al-
legation of roll manipulation is levelled
in almost every state and hardly any
party is left untarred by such charges,
It is the ECI's duty to prepare the final,
error-free list because the buck stops
with the constitutional body in a gen-
eral election. However, the political par-
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duty of verifying the list properly.

The ECI sends the electoral roll twice
a year to the political parties to check
and recommend deletions or additions.
As per the current procedure and cal-
endar of events, the parties are asked
to verify the rolls once when the draft
rolls are out in October, and again in
January when the final list is pub-
lished. The parties must question
themselves whether they have carried
out this task rigorously.

Why does the roll become so impor-
tant? Consider the two recent allega-
tions related to Karnataka made by
Congress leaders. In a highly publi-
cised press meet, Rahul Gandhi high-
lighted what he called a manipulation

Given the loud allegations of voter
roll and EVM manipulation, the
Karnataka government's decision to
conduct its upcoming local body polls
with paper ballots s significant.
Apart from the State Election
Commission, the responsibility to
ensure a clean process falls on the
political parties too

Q

of the voters’ list; as an example, he
showed a copy of the roll containing
some 80 voters residing in a single one-
room tenement in the Mahadevapura
assembly segment of the Bangalore
Central Lok Sabha constituency. He
also said that in many other cases, the
house number of the voter is given as
‘0" and the name of the voter’s father as
‘ABCDEF" or something like that.
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ECI has not responded to repeated re-
quests by the Karnataka criminal in-
vestigation department to give details
of the applications that sought the dele-
tion of about 6,000 allegedly forged
names from the voters’ list in his con-
stituency in the 2023 assembly election.
He said all these were his supporters
and there was a conspiracy to delete
their names to ensure his defeat—some-
thing he came to know by accids
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Kerala exemplar

Ref: Rest of India can learn from Kerala in
facing population challenge (Sep 9). Kerala
has shown the way through its proposed
state palicy for elder persons. This model

of handling the aged could be inducted
throughout the nation to tackle the problem,
yet rural India stands as a huddle since
illiteracy prevails proportionately.

Rajakumar Arvlanandham, Tirunelveli

Hockey haul

Ref: Men's hockey in good shape before a big
year (Sep 9). Harmanpreet can be termed

as the ‘modern-era Dhyan Chand". This Asia
Cup solid victory brought back the memories
of India's record eighth Olympic gold win

in 1980, the most successful hockey haul in
Olympic history.

a-
til won by 10,348 votes in 2023; he had
lost in 2018 by a mere 697 votes.

These examples highlight the impor-
tance of the voters’ list. And need for
the Karnataka government and SEC to
take all available measures to ensure
that the local body polls are fool-proof.

As regards EVMs, over the past cou-
ple of decades, high courts and the Su-
preme Court have dealt with petitions
that questioned the use of EVMs and
requested a return to paper ballots.
Every time, the courts upheld the use
of EVMs, saying they cannot be hacked,
and ruled out use of paper ballots.

Former Chief Election Commission-
ers such as Navin Chawla, S Y Qureshi
(both appointed by Congress-led govern-
ments) and O P Rawat (appointed by a
BJP-led government) have strongly re-
futed claims that EVMs can be hacked.
The ECI gave more than one opportunity
to political parties to come to the Elec-
tion Commission headquarters to exam-
ine EVMs with their own technicians,
but the parties did not accept the gaunt-
let. Only Janata Party president Subra-
manian Swamy visited and demanded
the installation of VVPATS (voter-verifi-
able paper audit trails) to the EVMs. The
latest legal challenge on EVMs was de-
cided in November 2024, when the Su-
preme Court again junked a petition
seeking a return to paper ballots.

Thus, there is more than one reason
the Karnataka local body polls will be
watched with keen interest. From a pi-
lotrun in a few Kerala polling booths in
1982 to nationwide use in 2004, EVMs
have come a long way. It remains to be
seen whether they turn another corner

PV

Balancing life

Ref: The loneliness bug biting India's working
young (Sep 9). Settling in life does not only
mean getting educated, being employed and
financial security. It also includes a balanced
personal life with the family. For better
mental health, the corporates should ensure
organisational counselling.

PPrema, Thanjavur

Education gaps
Ref: The difference a gap year makes (Sep
9). If activity-based learning in Tamil Nadu
is a success, why are government schools
closing because of less enrolment? Recent
surveys have highlighted that middle-
school students are unable to explain
two-digit numbers and some can't read their
textbooks. Education is not what to learn,
but how to learn.
S Kanthimathinathan, Kovilpatti

Chittoor memories

Ref: Threads of Arcot legacy (Sep 8). Your
column stirred a lot of emotional memories of
the old lanes and stalwarts of the era. |, too,
am a product of Chittoor's Board High School,
as were my father and grandfather, with a
family history dating back to the 1930s. The
town is now a shadow of its former self.

Nepal unrest

Ref: Street war shocker for right to social
media (Sep 9). It's shocking to learn that

at least 19 people were shot dead and

four hundred were injured in the ongoing
protests against the Nepalese government.
The mounting anger against corruption and
nepotism at the corridors of power has fueled

ties need to share the blame too, B R Patil, MLA from Aland in in Karnataka this time. public anger that may not subside easily.
because they need to carry out their Kalaburagi district, has claimed the (Views are personal) D VG Sankara Rao, Vizianagaram
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Our chip mission should
keep trade-offsin view

Developing this sector with public funds must be

sohod ; 7,

t global semi

dynamics and not be driven solely by self-sufficiency. Make or buy? Keep such decisions open

ndia’s government is ready to embark on

the second phase of its National Semicon-

ductor Mission (NSM) with a potential out-

lay of $20 billion, as reported by Mint.

While itaims to catalyse the setting up

of ancillary units for our fledgling chip-
making industry, policy incentives need to be
designed prudently to deliver outcomes that
balance two key challenges. The first is supply
security for these little chips that power
modern machines, from household gadgets
to cars. The second is the costs that will be
borne—not just by consumers, but also by
taxpayers. Given the envisaged scale of fresh
state support, in the order of X1.76 trillion, we
should be reasonably confident of what we
gain. After covid disrupted chip factories and
supply chains, resulting in a global supply
crunch, locally made chipsrose from a latent
toanacutely felt need. Since then, demand
hasbeen shifting beyond just ‘legacy’ chips
to high-end ones, fuelled by an Al boom, even
assupply risks have gotten aggravated by geo-
political fissures. The world's facilities to
make, pack and test chips are concentrated in
South Korea, China and Taiwan.

However, unlike the oil business, say, where
crude supplies are fungible, top refining tech-
nology isavailable off the shelfand ancillary
industries are hardly needed, the chip sectoris
intricate. Critical tech is held closely by a few
firms, largely American, Chinese and Korean,
with onein the Netherlands. Hence, we have
seen a global race to build chip factories, with
governments pouring in billions of dollars to
subsidize prohibitively expensive units. It
was in this context that the NSM's first phase,
launched in 2021, attracted investments across

diverse parts of the value chain, from foundries

PRASANNA KARTHIK

to churn out chips and facilities to test them, to
the materials needed to pack these delicate
products. No doubt, thisisa good start. Yet,
from here on, we must move with care to foster
an ecosystem that stands up to the scrutiny of a
‘make orbuy’ test. Three aspects must not be
overlooked. First, chips made in India are likely
to be more expensive than their Asian rivals and
this must be viewed against the vast expansion
plansset out by them. Second, domestic output
does not necessarily mitigate supply risks; sanc-
tions on India would hurt, since critical tech is
both proprietary and imported. Recall that
when Enron filed for bankruptcy two-and-a-
half decades ago, one promoter of its Indian
power plant that held its crucial turbine tech
dragged its feet on turning over the codes to
operate it, using these as a bargaining chip.
Therefore, tech transfers must play arole in
ourstate-funded endeavours. And finally, our
export ambitions must stay in sync with global
dynamics. Joining global value chainsin the
testing, packaging and contract manufacture of
legacy chips is within our reach, but attaining
true self-sufficiency or export dominance
would require us to make critical equipment
(and its inputs) at home. China, even as it eyes
Taiwan, has taken this path in good measure.

In India, we need public policy to act in con-
cert with a keen private appetite for risk. On
R&D, especially, Indian investors would have to
invest deeply. Going up the value curve in this
fast-evolving sector calls for big capital and
steely nerves. If the Centre is ready to place an
outsized fiscal bet, private players must do their
utmost totilt the odds in favour of the NSM’s
success. This business is not for the faint of
heart. For a cautionary tale, look no further than
the foundry woes of Intel, a former innovator.

THEIR

A live-wire market for electricity
can be this sector’s UPI moment

Digital tools can plug home solar panels into networks that balance demand and supply efficiently

b
SAURABH KUMAR &
A}l CHANDRAMOULI
are, respectively, vice-president, GEAPP
india, and consulting editor, Mint.

BAL

ithamildersummer than

~ expected and early rains, elec-

a UPlembrace in the power sector, with
electricity being transacted by consum-
ersonamobile phone keypad.

Domestic roof-top solar panels have
emerged as the cheapest source of elec-
tricity for consumers, though limited
of course to times when the sun shines.
In the absence of a free market, after
meeting their captive needs, consumers
cansell the excess solar panel electricity
only to distribution utilities.

Utilities, however, aren’t equipped to
efficiently match demand with these
supplies. A pilot experiment in Jaipur
and a few neighbouring cities by the
Global Energy Alliance for People and
Pl.mu showed that roof-top solar sup-
|umped 20% witha service pro-

tricity supplies this seas
have turned out to be more than ade-

quate to meet demand surges due to the
extensive use of air-conditioners. The

generation margins reflect efficient
policy planningand actions by the

Union government, a challenging task,
especially since 93% of the electricity
is purchased and dis-

produced in Indi
tributed by state-owned utilities that

are weighed down by populistimpera-
tives. Onaverage, they end up charging
sts to serve the con-
sumer, thereby imperilling investments

less than what i

acrossalllimbs of electricity supply,
from generation to distribution.

a“digital twin'—
physic taggingofevery distribution
suppl) device in the area, like trans-
formers and feeders. Mapping these
has addressed supply disruption and
demand spurt issues by maximizing
local area roof-top solar supplies, This
entailed the digital tagging of as ma
2 million assets and real-time analysis of

account fora third of the electric ity con-
sumed in the country.
This approach sits well with the gov-

This will also lay the foundation for
power trading that is currently practised
atthe inter-state level, where traffic
managers or state-owned electricity
system operators manage the demand-
supply dynamics. By introducing
distribution operators in appropriately
defined regulatory frameworks, con-
sumers can turn traders and nudge a
‘UPLmoment’ for electricity.

The volume of transactions that
could be stimulated are significant,
since it allows for innovation at scale
both in terms of technical models of
trade, such as peer-to-peer trade, and
commercial models involving shared
charging infrastructure or vehicle-to-
grid c‘\ch;mgc The key to success lies in
moving away from net metering and
introducingreal-time pricing of elec-
tricity at the consumerend to create
value opportunities. For example,
domestic consumers could raise house-
hold battery storage capacity for day-
time charging, via captive solar panels,
tobesold to the utility after sunset or
when there isa sudden rise in demand.

Regulatory interventions alone are
unlikely to suffice. Utilities should be
nudged to either build the capacity
needed to turn operators or outsource
this function to service providers fora
fee, evenas they are asked to charge
consumers real-time prices.

Akey lynchpin of the government’s
reform efforts that has steered capacity
addition in states to make utilities viable
has beenits digital push. Installation of
prepaid electricity meters at the con-
sumer end and remote monitoring of
bulk distribution supply assets like
transformers has cut technical losses
and improved utilities' revenues.

However, the digital experience at
the consumer end is limited to paying
bills, transactions that can now be done
effortlessly thanks to the Unified Pay-
ments Interface (UPI), an alternate pay-
ment system to traditional bank trans-
fers that now accounts for 85% of all
digital transactions in the country.

This takes us to the larger question of

ernment’s promotion of roof-top solar
and decentralized ground-mounted

solar, since in the
consumers, utilities lose money as \hcv

transact ona ‘net metering’ basis, as
ume and not price defines the engage-
ment. Thisis because they ‘buy’ from
consumers during the day when the
market isawash with inexpensive solar
suppliesand ‘return’itto themin the
e vemnv by purchasing or generating

N il-fuel electricity.
ization at low-voltage levels by
givi mg aunique digital 1demm' tomil-
lions of assets that take electricity to
consumersunder each utility will thus
help improve penetration of roof-top
i ananaemic16%.

ive fos

solar, which

10 DEARS 6O

THEIR

nam. By notallowing them to hold i y
forexports, Indi;

effectively strengthen-
ing foreign competitors instead of its own
sellersand producers. This isat atime wl hen
global e- g

and margins. T hey

risk of speculative mercl .mchse stocking.

Forthis, the Centre’s reform pro-
gramme could be twi Odk(’d toinclude

e of large d fiscal inc: ives for
utilities to usherin aproducer con-
arket with

“live-wire’ prices. Aggressive interven-
tions in the past have been effective. In
2022, inter-state transmission access
was blocked for states that defaulted on
duesto generators. Thisresulted ina
sharp drop in outstanding bills.
Creating a prosumer’s market would
bea win-winsituation for the utility,
with lower spends on generation, better
reliability in supply. potentially lower
subsidy bills and aninclusive commer-
cial opportunity for citizens.
These are the authors’personal views.
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It was not so very long ago
that people thought that
semiconductors were part-
time orchestra leaders and
microchips were very small
snack foods.

GERALDINE FERRARO

L —

i lgthﬁ\\ indow to embed itselfin

Sucha

aVar- upply networks.

ful ther argue that excess export inventory
would flood domestic markets. While these
concernsare not bdseless outright prohlbl~

anasi weaver or l\u(ch artisan to pluginto
global suppl\ chams without the fear of

e enterpri

tionisacc - Tection.

being di

to reduce reliance on China.

Risks of exploitation can be addresse

d in India’s local markets.
Estimates suggest that local e-commerce ay's

‘s Foreign Trade Policy of 2023 iden-

tified e-commerce exportsasapriority. But

recognition should be backed by reforms.

Today'spolicy framework benefitsa narrow
i iclobbies,

while millions of potential expuners dm—
sans, far 1l busi

setof

I /| erchandise exports are crucial for The consequences are vis through smartsafeguards rather thanthrot- | exporters account for less than 10% of the
India’ trajectory. Yet,in or ree exportsin 2024 stood at ji tlingexport growth oppor- ry’'s  e-commerce

2024-25, thesestood atjust $437.42 | billion, while China's reached $374 billion | tunities. A pragmatic Th = f
" billion, amere 0.08%rise from the p; s | (85%ofIndia’s overall merchandise exports). | reform could open global e eas'“g 0 E-commerce exports
vear, even as global trade expanded Domestic and international e-commerce | markets while ensuring could prove transforma-
atime when Indiaisaspiring fos platforms operating in China seamlessly | fairn inventory curbs tive. The projections of a
economy, suchsluggish growthisared flag. | aggregate local producers, hold inventory Ex parl -only inventory: on FDl'baCked McKinsey study show that
Policy reforms aimed at increasing India’s | and serve consumers across the US and | Permit FDI-backed plat- such shipments could rise
l sharein global e-commerceexportsisakey | Europe. Incontrast, Indianartisans,manu- | formstohold inventory for platforms would to $250-300 billion by
is a strategy and public policy area for the government IU focuson. facturers and farmers are left to navigate | exports, withstrict separa- 2030 with the right poli-
professional. His X handle is E- isanunderl 1 t| fr 1logisticsand li fscale, | tion fromd icopera- help small cies. This would not only
@prasannakarthik opportunity. But Indian policies stifle this | leading to limited viability. tions. . boost overall merchandise
potential. Since 2018, India has prolul)lmd Consider Jaipur’ 's Incl cing: Man- bus“‘lesses exports, but also generate
foreign direct investment (FDI)-k bothofwhicharein d d gl date sourcing only from $10-15 billion annually in
e-commerce platformsfrom holdinginven- | bally. Wi ltlmuilalgi‘ platformsaggregating | sellers listed on domestic export more taxrevenues (source: PwC
tory. Therestriction lesigned to sl\ield 1 ting Is, small producers | marketplaces to ensure India), helping fund infra-
domestic trads inten: i face prohibitive costs and market opacity. | small producers and arti- structure and social pro-

nse ¢
inlocal markets by limiting platforms toact
only as intermediaries.

While this logic holds domestically, it
shouldn’t be applied to exports. When
Indian arms of globally interlinked e-com-
merce entities export goods, they compete
with exporters in China, Turkiye or Viet-

\’\ hdl could have beenan engine of empow-
erment has become a bottleneck.
Politically connected trader lobbies have
been opposing e-commerce export reforms,
They argue that inventory-| huklmg plat-

sans are the primary beneficiaries.
Transparent pricing: Require platformsto

disclose export markups, giving sellers a

view of international demand and prices.
Orzlz'r linked pure tlm.\ All(m pldlfonm

forms might exploit information :
triestobuy cheaply in India, resell nbrmd at

to purch
firmed

grammes.

Beyond economics, thereisa geopolitical
urgency. Global supply chains are being
redrawn amid US-China tensions. Nations
like Vietnam, M and Bangladesh are
stepping into spaces vacated by hme;e

exporters. If India does not act decisi

out of the global market.

Everyadditional year of hesitation further
entrenches China’s dominance. Chinese
exportersare expanding tothe Global South
and no longer reliant just on rich-country
markets. So the question is not whether
Indiashould allow the holding ofinventory
for exports, but how quickly it can do so.

E-commerce is no longer an optional
channel, it is a major component of global
trade. Indiamust decide whethertoclingto
outdated measures that serve vested interest
groupsorembrace hold reforms that expand
exportopportunities. Allowing FDI-backed
platforms to hold inventory for exports
undera clearregulatory framework would
democratize access to global markets and
drive economic growth.

The country’s choiceisstark: reform now,

‘while: sshape the
fulure ofglobal trade.




LIVEMINT.COM

VIEWS

SDAY, 10 SEPTEMBER 2025

MUMBAIL

reignite our consumption story

India’s GST revision restores confidence in its economic promise and provides just the spark we needed at a delicate moment

is managmg director and chief executive officer
of People Research on India’s Consumer
Economy.

ndia’s GST Council has finally done what
many had hoped for since 2017—simplified
the regime and made it more pro-consump-
tion. From 22 September, the goods and servi-
ces tax (GST) will collapse into two main rates
of 5% and 18%, plus a stiff 40% for a narrow set
of luxury and ‘demerit’ goods. What looks like a
technical rearrangement of slabs is in fact a power-
fulreset that could change how households spend,
companies set prices and the economy grows.

The headline is price reliefwhere it matters
most. Everyday goods—like soaps, shampoos,
packaged foods, bicycl ift to the 5% bracket.
Cement, long burdened at 28%, moves to 18%,
cutting construction costs. Farm equipment and
irrigation tools also drop to 5%, giving a boost to
rural capex. Life-saving drugs go down to 0
while health and life insurance premiums are
exempt altogether. In one stroke, the reform
touches both mass consumption and social wel-
fare. For the bottom 40% of households struggling
with inflation, the tax cut translates into immediate
breathing room.

Urban discretionary demand, which has
wavered since the pandemic, should strengthen.
Large appliances—ACs, dishwashers, TVs above
32-inch screens—shift from the punitive 28%slab
10 18%. Two-wheelers and small commercial vehi-
clesalso benefit. Lowersticker prices and loan
repayment instalments could nudge lower middle-
class households earning about 25-10 lakh annu-
All\ toupgrade rather than defer. That psychologi-

s rucial. India’s urban consumer has been

S high financing costs and
food mﬂal ion. A GST-led price reset, coinciding
with the festive quarter, offers exactly the kind of
trigger that can unlock pent-up demand.

Cheaper cement deserves special attention. Few
products have such a wide economic footprint. At
28%, cement was a textbook case of tax distortion—
hurting both housing affordability and builder
margins. A cut to18% changes project viability,
especially in affordable housing where every rupee
counts. Itlowers costs for buyers, improves returns
for developers and sets off ripples across sectors
like steel, paints, tiles and logistics. Ifthe benefitis
passed on faithfully, India could see a mini-cyclein
construction and home improvement, with the
attendant job creation and credit flows.

The healthcare and insurance changes, though
less flashy, may prove equally consequential. By
reducing GST on essential medicines and exempt-
il ividual insurance, the council has aligned
taxation with social need. Cheaper coverage will
encourage adoption of health and life insurance,
long a policy priority. Wider penetration improves
household resilience to shocks and reduces reli-
ance on government schemes. This is one reform
where economicand social logic converge.

Apply India’s IT playbook

RAHUL MATTHAN

henl first heard of DeepSeek, my
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Of course, not everyone gains. The 40%slab,
aimed at casinos, high-ticket-price sporting
events, gaming and luxury vehicles, will squeeze

lionamonth. Highervolumes and better compli-
ance should cushion the blow. Th(‘pulilica]uon-
omy risk lxe= \ulh states, some of which remain

China is using a Pacific Islands
huddle to squeeze out Taiwan

Beijing has been upping the diplomatic ante on its ‘rebel province’

isa B!oombergOplmon columnlst covering
Asia politics with a special focus on China.

hina might not be attending a key
PacificIslands gathering this week,
but that is not stopping it from
wielding influence toisolate Taiwan diplo-
matically. The annual Pacific Islands
Forum (PIF), which kicked off this week in
the Solomon Islands capital of Honiara. is
typically a chance for the global commu-
nity to engage on urgentissues the region
fa ich as climate change, transna-
(mml crime, multiple health crises and
tribal violence. Being dragged into a power
ay isa distraction.
Solomon Islands Prime Minister Jere-
miah Manele, Beijing’s closest security ally
in the region, announced that all partnes
including the US, China and Taiwan,
would be excluded. He claimed the deci-
sion wasmade in the forum’s best interests.
In reality, even though China won'tattend
officially, Beijing can continue its cam-
paign to diminish Taiwan’s status.

China hasrejected allegationsthat it has
hadaroleto play in whoattends. Thisisn't
the first time partners have been excluded.
But the decision highlights how the Tai-
wan issue is slowly splintering the group.

Overthe last few years, Beijing has made
significant progress in getting Pacific
I St G

margins and reduce demand in some of those

nn he: b\ design. The council issignalling a clear
massc ion but dis-

incentivize sinand luxury. For the wider economy,

the negative spillovers are minimal. For the

affected industries, however, itisa sharp adjust-

ment that may force business model changes,

Equally significant are the compliance reforms
bundled with GST rate cuts, Risk-based provi-
sional refunds, including for inverted duty struc-
tures, promise faster cash-flow relief for exporters
and small businesses. Registratio mlcs have been

plified for small, multi-s .Anda
change in ‘place of supply’ rules makes India’s ser-
vices exports more competitive. These steps may
not grab headlines, but they address irritants that
have hampered G credibility since launch.

The macro implications are positive on several
counts. First, inflation: if companies pass on the
cuts, headline retail inflation could fall by up toa
percentage point over the next year. That makes
more policy space for the Reserve Bank of India,
with itsreporate at 5.5% currently and growth
risks tilted downward. Another rate cut in 2025-26
is now more plausible. Second, growth: the reform
tilts India’s GDP mix toward domestic consump-
tion, housing and small-business ac
with high multipliers. Early estimate:

Still,
reset.

rather tha
itous: Indi

suggest an
incremental GDP lift of a few tenths ofa percent-
age point. That may sound modest, but ina $4-tril-

lion economy, it is meaningful.
There will bea revenue hit in the short run, but
collections are already buoyant at around 32 tril-

wiY

gran hatoffered IT busines f
incentives. STPI units were ehgxhle fm a
complete income taxexemption for ten con-
secutive years and could import hardware
and software into the country completely
duty-free. Ata time when foreign ownership
verely restricted, 100% foreign direct

is a partner at Trilegal and the
author of ‘The Third Way:
India’s Revolutionary Approach
to Data Governance'. His X
handle i

immediate reaction was one of
disappointment. Everyone else
was raving about the capabilities of the
model and the frugality with which it had
been trained, but Icouldn't get past the fact
that Chinademonstrated the jugaad Iwas
expecting India toshow. DeepSeck proves
that it is possible for cutting-edge Al to
emerge even under constraints, thanks to
workarounds. For India, this should be as
much awarning as an inspiration.
lam vhat surprised to find ourselves
inthi ition. Afterall, we havea

of being an IT powerhouse. In 1992, Indis
software exports werejust 317 crore. By 2022,
that figure had exploded to 18.48 lakh cro-
res—a l&(JO()rl'uld increase. Those of uswho
have been a part of this journey know that
none of this was pure chance. India’s emer-
genceasa global IT powerhouse is as much
the result of deliberate policy choices.
Among these was the Software Technol-
ogy Parks of India (STPI) scheme, a pro-

investment was permitted in these compa-
nies through the automatic route. Mo
states set up single-window clearance facil
ties that radically simplified the process
ailing these benefits.

Partly result of these measures, the IT

tion as lhe world ervi
much so that when covid forced ;.,lnb allock
downs, had it not been for the robust
back-end that local outsourcing operations
provided, much of the world’s critical IT
infrastructure would have ground toa halt.

All this should have translated into a sig-
nificant advantage when digital technology
made its next orbital shift. Unfortunately,
success inone erais no guarantee of leader-
shipin the next. Unlike China, India has not
beenable to contribute significantly to the AT

cosystem, either with benchmark Almod-
els or frontier solutions, despite the best

ionrevenues.

their fiscal ddmslmenl willbe critical to sustaining
the reform’s credibility.
The larger question is execution. The council
can cut rates, but it cannot ensure companies pass
them on. If businesses pocket the gain, the con-
sumption story weaker
to intervene, Refund and registration reforms
must he implemented quickly to ease stress among
small businesses.
handling to avoid backsliding into rate tinkering.
In short, the spirit of the reform must survive the
grind ofimplementation.
itis hard to overstate the importance of this
or years, GST has been ¢
plex, distortionary and poorly administered. By
slashing rates on mass-market goods, ifying
slabs and fixing compliance pain-points, the coun-
cil hasrepositioned GS

and regulators may have

And state finances need careful

1ascom-

s a growth instrument

istarevenue tool. The timing is fortu-
consumption story has been uneven,
rural demand fragile and urban spending cautious.
Thisreset could be the catalyst that shif
ment, strengthens real incomes and ignites anew
cycle of demand.

Eightyearson, GST finally feels like it is matur-
inginto what it w:
based tax that fuels rather than hinders growth. If
implemented well, the new structure could do
more than lower prices. It could restore confi-
dence in the tax regime, deepen formalization and
provide India’s economy with precisely the spark it
needsat a delicate moment.

enti-

meant tobe—asimple, broad-

chloyalties. Fromsi
diplomatic alliances in the region back in
2019, Taiwan now only has three left: The
Marshall Islands, the Republic of Palauand
Tuvalu.

The Pacific Islandsare strategically vi
toUSsecurity. They straddle key maritime
traderoutesand are situated in the signifi-
cant second island chain. Rich in natural
resources, these island nations make up
more than 6% of the UN, providing a mean-
ingful bloc in multilateral decisions.

Since 1989, countries from outside the
region have attended the forum to help
with development goals. In 1992, Wi
was granted permission to be present. Only
11 nations and the Holy See recognize its
status, 5o it's a rare opportunity for the
democratic island of 23 million people to
berepresented on the inters tage.

The air at this year's Pacific Islands Forum
was heavy with tension. ISTOCKPHOTO

successful. Nearly three-quarters of coun-
triesnow support the position that Taiwan
is part of China, astudy conducted by the
Sydney-based think tank Lowy Institute
2% of UN member states have
ng’s one-China principle,
whichasserts that Taiwan isan inalienable
partofthe People’s Republic of China.
Getting caught in the middle of this geo-
political minefieldis costly. The Solomon
Islands’ decision means the forum won't
have the opportunity to discuss the
region’smost urgent needs with theinter-
national community. The Leaders’ Summit
it hel8 member territories
including New Zealand and Australia, to
thrash outissues from the climate crisis to
tuna treaty negotiations with the US. The
exclusion of partnersisablowtoone of the
world's most aid-dependent areas, where
development assistance servesasalifeline.
The division over Taiwan and China also
risks fracturing Pacific unity. Tuvalu's
Prime Minister Feleti Teo openly threat-
ened to withdraw from the summit in pro-
test at the exclusions, calling them a dis-
traction from tackling the urgent concerns
unique totheseislands, among them wor-
ryinglevels of debt, malnutrition and high
poverty rat
Pacific leaders have been clear: they
want trade, investment, and economic
development. China is listening: Beijing
has committed billions in infrastructure
investments.
generosity is hard to ignore. As
China moves to expand its trade and
investment footprint, the USand itsallies
will have to up their game to counter-bal-
ance that influence. Many smaller states
hesitate to oppose Beijing, worried about
the economic repercussions.
Australia, s key ally in the

The PIF has provided a platform for those
whosupport it to—however quietly—chal-
lenge Beijing’s claim to the territory.
China is working overtime to exclude
the island from international organ
tions. It has also been successful in pre-
venting it from joining the World Health
Assembly, the decision-making body of the
World Health Organization, even lhuugh
Taiwan was lauded for its

region, isstepping up. It's the largest donor
intheregion, followed by China, which has
surpassed the US in recent years. More
investmentwould help, butalsoa reassur-
ance that Pacific stateswill be supported in
development and climate vulnerability
goalswithmore than just elegant rhetoric,

The hard work must come from Pacific
mlmn&lhemsel\u l"heu luul\ in| the face

response.
Beijing’s use of economic leverage to
convince nations toswitch sides has been

tial. \llu\nnz it m be hi thcd by other
interests only risks delaying responses to

urgent priorities. (C/BLOOMBERG

to help Al businesses take off

efforts of the IndiaAl mission in procuring
GPUs, funding the development of indige-
nous large language models (LLMs) and set-
ting up a platform for data-sets and models.

We would do well to learn from the les-
sons of our past. The Indian IT revolution
didnot take place because the government
procured the hardware
that IT companies needed
or made other resources

India must seize

width should be made available at scale,
through dedicated Al parks that are strategi-
cally located near cable Lmdmy; ionsand
adjacent to reliable power facilities.

But above all, the government needs to
send out a clear signal that it is ready and
willing to take extraordinary meas
encourage Alinnovationin
India. One w:
could do this would be to

mentordata protectionviolations. It should
be possible to design appropriate frame-
worksthat can protect the interests of crea-
tors and data principals that, at the same
time, give Al companiesadequate comfort.

Once the Centre puts in place these key
strategic incentives, state governments will
compete among themselves to attract
investments. During the IT boom of the
1990s, states like Karnataka and Telangana

bleto them. All itdid H put in place a liab competed with each other for investments
was to create appropriate this moment regime designed specifi- | by offeringsubsidized land, power guaran-
market conditions that to provide Al (all\ for AL Recogn xccmnddamwnm- s, while offering
encouraged entrepreneur- the p ilistic and nun» low clear imes managed
shipso that businesses had developers with deterministicnatureof AL h\ (I(‘dlLdluiu)mml shouldbe
the confidence tomake the the government should | abletore-create that sort of positive energy
long-term investments gl they need to  anouncethatitwillprefer | around AL
needed to develop a suc- . remediation over punish- The ITboom of the 1990s came about not
cessful tech industry. leap ahead in  ment Recognizingthat Al | because the government got into the busi-
This is exactly what we . . modelsare pronetoerrors, | ness of IT services, but because it had the
should be doing to pro-  this vital space  itshouldreassure Alcom- courage to carveout a favourable regulatory

mote AL Rather than pro-

curing GPUs, the govern-

ment should create incentives for private
investmentsin the Al space. This could take
the form of long-term tax holidays that will
providedirect benefits to those investingin
Al aswellastax breaks for the procurement
ofall that it takes to build a successful ATbusi-
ness. Reliable power and high-quality band-

panies that they will not be
punished so long as they

take steps to quickly fix what went wrong.
Equally important is the need to put in
place an Al-friendly intellectual property
and data protection regime—one that gives
entrepreneurs the confidence to train mod-
els in India using Indian data-sets without
thefearof being sued for copyright infringe-

environme onethat,
the assurance that their investments \\uul(l
be and treated the:

national development.

Weneed to do the same for Al and do it
soon. IfIndia does not seize this moment, we
risk forever being users, not builders.

We already have the playbook. All we
need todoisapply it.
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{ OUR TAKE }
Gen Z moment
in Kathmandu

Youth anger against political elite topples
the KP Sharma Oli government in Nepal

fter Sri Lanka and Bangladesh, it is the turn of

Nepal. Just 36 hours after mass mobilisations

choked Kathmandu and an alarmed State

esponded with violence, leading to the death

ofatleast19 persons, Prime Minister (PM) KP Sharma
Oli resigned. On Tuesday, the homes of politicians were
attacked and the parliament building was set on fire.
Though a government ban on multiple social media
apps provided a trigger for “Gen Z" to hit the streets, the
widespread support it received suggests a deeper anger
against the system that cuts across age and class
divides. Nepal seems to be experiencing a moment that
Bangladesh saw last July when protests forced the then
PM Sheikh Hasina to flee Dhaka, or going back to 2022
when the Aragalaya movement pulled down the
Rajapaksa government in Colombo. A restive public,
utterly disillusioned with the political class deemed
corrupt, venal, and self-serving, forced regime change
inall three countries.

Anti-graft sentiment has always headlined street
protests in South Asia. But the Nepal situation is
peculiar in its own way. One, no government has ever
completed its term in the country since 1990, when it
abandoned monarchy for democracy. Even after the
country moved to a path of reconciliation in 2006 after
adecade of civil war spearheaded by the Maoists,
government-making in Kathmandu has been about
permutations and combinations involving the Nepali
Congress, the Communist Party of Nepal (CPN)-UML,
various factions of the CPN-Maoist, and the many
smaller outfits. Ideological contradictions are
subsumed by coalitions of convenience, which have
given anew life to even the monarchists. A handful of
leaders have taken turns to lead these governments
that failed to address the economic aspirations of the
people. Two, the Gen Z of Nepal accesses the world
through social media—according to DataReportal,
Nepal has 14.3 million social media user identities in
January 2025, which is about 48.1% of the total
population; in comparison, only 33.7% of the Indian
population are active social media users. Not
surprisingly, Nepal's Gen Z seems to have perceived
the crackdown on social media as censorship by an
ineffective government.

India has understandably been cautious inits
response: Sections in Kathmandu are known to spin
conspiracies and spot a foreign hand whenever the
public turns against the ruling elite. Instability in Nepal
isalsoa cause of worry for India, particularly whenitis
trying to rebuild relations with China. Chaos in Nepal
offers an opening for Beijing to influence public affairs
in that country. The coming days will be crucial, and
hopefully, Nepal will follow Sri Lanka’s trajectory
rather than Bangladesh’s decline into sectarianism.

Challenges ahead for
new vice-president

P Radhakrishnan became India’s 15th vice-
C president (VP) on Tuesday after comprehensively

defeating the Opposition’s candidate, former
Supreme Courtjudge B Sudershan Reddy, inan
election that comprised members of both Houses of
Parliament. The victory caps a distinguished career for
the long-time RSS loyalist, who has served asa MP and
governor of Jharkhand and Maharashtra. It serves asa
vindication of the ruling NDA after the controversial
resignation of former VP Jagdeep Dhankhar in July.
And it presents an opportunity for some temperance in
the now volatile dynamics of Parliament that has
marred lawmaking and discussions.

One of Radhakrishnan’s most important tasks as

VP will be to manage the Rajya Sabha as its chairman
and restore the dignity and gravitas that was associated
with the House of Elders. Regrettably, in recent years,
the deterioration of the relationship between the
government and the Opposition, and sharply polarised
politics have hollowed out the bedrock of the
cooperative relationship that would enable enriching
and forward-looking discussions on the future of the
country. Whether it be a string of disruptions,
Opposition complaints of partisan behaviour from the
chair, or mass suspensions, the Upper House has been
in the news for unsavoury reasons. Radhakrishnan can
helpitreturn to its true purpose —to be a voice for the
states, a reasoned check on the more immediate
impulses of the directly elected Lok Sabha, and to help
create an atmosphere of constructive discussions. He
can take inspiration from his namesake, India’s first
vice-president Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan, and other
luminaries who graced this chair and made the
position far bigger in stature than merely ceremonial.

Why the old regime
in Nepal had to exit

A tech-savvy generation
frustrated with the ruling
elite has decided to shape
their country’s future

tstarted with a hit-and-run. A

car that belonged to the Koshi

province finance minister, a

leader from the deposed Prime

Minister Khadga Prasad

Sharma Oli's party, knocked
down an 11-year-old girl and sped off.
The driver was taken into custody
later but then released within 24
hours. Oli called it a minor incident
and said that compensation would be
paid. And that was that.

The incident took place in broad
daylight. The visual of the dazed girl,
slowly standing up and running to
safety, went viral on social media
platforms. “Gen Z” protestors would
take note. They shared the footage on
social media platforms, projecting
Oli and his party leaders as an insen-
sitive and self-centred bunch. Only a
few days earlier, a similar incident
had taken place in Indonesia, where
protests over members of parliament
awarding themselves a $3,000-
monthly housing allowance boiled
over when a government vehicle ran
over a delivery man. Though Indone-
sian President Prabowo Subianto
rescinded the decision af!er nation-

the Communist Party of Nepal

CPN)-UML, Nepali Congress, and
CPN (Maoist) —and were outraged.
They let it be known.

The old-party leaders and the lux-
urious lifestyle of their children and
grandchildren have been under
intense public scrutiny for years.
Their expensive foreign trips, enrol-
ment in academic institutions out-
side Nepal, and flaunting of expen-
sive luxury brands were noted.
These were leaders who did not
inherit any family wealth but
became rich after joining
politics. The information
was shared over social
media platforms.

If old-school journalism
had a separation line
between news producers
and readers, that line is
blurred on social media
platforms. Some pilots pro-
duce excellent content on aviation,
doctors on medical innovation, and
chefs do food podcasts. Nepal has
seen a record rise in young content
producers in recent years. Not sur-
prisingly, the government
announced a ban on social media, it
backfired.

The anger over deeply entrenched
nepotism and corruption peaked in
three days following the hit-and-run
incident. On Monday, it spilled over
to the streets of Kathmandu, Itahari

wide protests, th as done.
Like it was in Nepal. Nepah youth,
tech-savvy and with a worldview of

and with Gen Z protes-
tors, many of them college students
in their uniforms. By the end of the

Akhilesh
Upadhyay

down that saw disproportionate use
of force against unarmed civilians,

If the party bigwigs harboured any
hope that the angry Gen Z's temper
would cool down by the next day, it
was soon gone. If anything, it got far
worse. The protestors fanned out
across the country and, in Kath-
mandu Valley, targeted all things
perceived as belonging to the three
largest parties — party offices, cars,
and individual properties. A former
prime minister and president of the
Nepali Congress, Sher Bahadur

Deuba was dragged out of
his residence in Budhanil-

), Kantha. Ol resigned by late
afternoon, but his where-
abouts remain unknown. So
is the case with another
former prime minister,
Pushpa Kamal Dahal aka

Prachanda.

Within hours, the thou-
sands of protestors who had sur-
rounded Oli's party headquarters in
Chyasal went on a victory rally. But
the attacks continued — on the coun-
try’s Supreme Court, Singha Durbar,
the seat of government, and parlia-
mentary premises. It was a symbolic
dismantling of the old state appara-
tus. In 24 hours, Nepal changed.

So what is next?

Kathmandu's young and popular
mayor Balen Shah is likely to be the
next interim leader. As Oli stepped
down and vandalism continued,
Shah appealed to the protestors to
calm down and help with the transi-
tion. He also called on them to avoid

The old-party d the luxuri

Tif

grandchildren have been under intense public scrutiny for years.  REUTERS

declared that the next leader will be
from the young generation.

To all those watching these turn of
events in Nepal, some of these point-
ers would be useful. There seems to
be little geopolitical games at play
although Indian media may have
played the “China hand” and some
conspiracy thearists in Nepal see an
“American hand”. Their argument:
China’s TikTok remained open under
Oli while America’s Meta apps were
shut down. The pro-China conspir-
acy theorists hold that Oli is close to
China, and hence, India wanted him
out of office. The truth is that they
give far too much importance to Oli.
All these hypotheses are short on evi-
dence.

However, what is evident from the
ground, as I saw around CPN-UML
headquarters, was that most protest-
ers are very young, Young Nepalis are
intelligent, have a belief in them-
selves, and are far more worried
about their future than those we see

Nepal appears as outdated as old-
school party leaders.

Here is a serious lesson on not to
underestimate the power of the
young generation, who see the future
better than older cohorts. They are
plain frustrated with the ruling class
that failed Nepal after 1990 and later,
after the 2006, mass movements.

There are two possible scenarios.
One, quick constitutional amend-
ments that push through change.
Two, a transition under the current
constitution, although it could be far
messier than before. Fresh elections
will put constitutionalism in place,
avoid political anarchy and possible
large-scale violence, and offer
renewed hope to the citizenry.

Akhilesh Upadhyay, a former editor-in-
chief of the Kathmandu Post, is a senior
fellow at 1IDS, a Kathmandu-based

think tank. His book In the Margins of
Empires, A History of the Chicken’s
Neck, will be published by Penguin
Random House in December.

their own, anyway held a dim view of
the three major political parties —

day, at least 19 people, all of them
young, were killed in a police crack-

destroying public property, and

quoted in newspapers every day. By
all evidence, traditional media in

The views expressed are personal

Envisaging a framework
for Sudarshan Chakra

—to be operationalised by 2035 —on
Independence Day. In the context of
this vision, the Defence Research and Devel-
opment Organisation (DRDO) successfully
tested a new integrated air defence system,
consisting of a variety of weapons that shot
down three targets at different altitudes and
ranges, as per the statement of the defence
ministry in late August.
The testing of the different alti-

rime Minister (PM) Narendra Modi
P outlined Mission Sudarshan Chakra

aspects. First, countering low-technology aer-
ial threats such as drones will need low-tech-
nology and cheap solutions.

Second, air defence of assets will continue
to be relevant and, as such, large-range
weapon systems will have to be supple-
mented by smaller range systems that
include shoulder-fired air defence weapons.

Third, the upgraded legacy systems will
continue to form the backbone of integrated
air defence. And finally, upgradation and
will have to be carried out in a

tudes and ranges signifies the multi-layered
characlerisuc of India’s present and futuris-

graduated manner 50 as to continue the opti-
mal utilisation of! legacies without, of course,

ticair 5y ., which will

the weapon systems of the Indian Air Force
and army air defence. The necessary capabil-
ities for Sudarshana Chakra exist to an
extent, butit is scale that is desired.

Future wars are largely going to be non-
contact in nature, fought at large stand-off
distances. Given the evolutionary nature of
warfare, with no clear dividing line
between the past, present, and
future, it is imperative to prepare
for both “old” and “new"” kinds of
warfare, Herein lies the criticality of
blending the best of legacy and con-
temporary weapon platforms. This
is applicable to Mission Sudarshan
Chakra too.

The dynamic contexts of the
present-day battlefield are marked
by diverse campaign settings. It could be, for
instance, a conventional conflict such as the
Russia-Ukraine one, or irregular warfare that
we see in densely populated areas in Gaza, or
even combating State proxies, such as terror
outfits sponsored by Pakistan.

The distances involved in terms of the
range of combat shall also vary. It could be
short-range, asit is in Ukraine, or long-range,
as with Israel's campaign against Iran and
Ukraine's campaign against strategic targets
inside Russia. Or, it could be a mix of short-
and long-range conflict.

However, amid the many variables, the
common thread that is evolving is the deploy-
ment of unmanned aerial systems rather
than manned ones. The texture of future
force is going to shift from a small number of
large platforms that are manned, expensive,
and increasingly vulnerable, to one that will
see a massive number of unmanned systems
— either remotely piloted or automated —
that are less vulnerable, much smaller, less
costly, but still very effective.

Clearly, deployment of drones in combina-
tion with long- and medium-range missiles
and rockets is the threat that the Sudarshan
Chakra shall guard against. An air defence
umbrella to ensure the safety of India’s citi-
zens and assets is an inescapable imperative.
In consonance, India’s armed forces must
learn and adapt to future threats. The prereq-
uisite for success is achieving a suitable
blend of the new and the old.

Here, we need to take note of a few critical

PREPARING FOR FUTURE
WARFARE HAS NEVER
MEANT ABANDONIN
PAST. INDIA'S CAPABILITY
DEVELOPMENT IS BROADLY
ALIGNED WITH ACHIEVING
A SUITABLE BLEND OF THE
OLD AND THE NEW

(9

Shashank
Ranjan

Operanon Smdoor marked a significant
tummg point m India's alr derence capab'l

f
legacv air defence systems with modern plat-
forms. India executed a series of strategic
strikes against Pakistani military assets, show-
casing the successful employment of multi-
layered air defence capabilities,
which included both modern and
legacy systems.

In essence, Operation Sindoor was
about the integration of legacy sys-
tems, such as the Pechora, OSA-AK,
L70, and the indigenous Akashteer,
with modern capabilities such as the
$-400, SPYDER, etc. The framework
of the proposed integrated Sudar-
shan Chakra shield should be an
effective integration of the variety of air
defence weapon platforms that India has in its
inventory.

Against the general trend of relying exclu-
sively on modern systems, Michael C Horo-
witz, Lauren A Kahn and others write in For-
eign Affairs that “investing exclusively in pre-
cise mass systems like drones limits the
targets a military is capable of deslmymg

PETER NAVARRO
\‘l

None of these countries can survive if
they don’t sell to the US... they're like
vampires sucking our blood dry with
their unfair trade practices

Onus on China to take
SCO beyond symbolism

Delhi. This followed Beijing's restrictions on
rth fe

rime Minister Narendra Modi, at the

Shanghai Ct

(SCO) summit in Tianjin, Chm& pressed

the platform to take an unambiguous
stanceagainst terrorism. The Tianjin joint dec-
laration explicitly condemned the Pahalgam
terrorattack. For New Delhi, this outcome not
only reasserted the SCO Charter’s central mis-
sion of combating terrorism but also turned
global attention toward Pakistan’s sponsorship
of terrorism against member-countries and

The SCO, however, remains riddled
withinternal contradictions. Several
members exploit the forum for nar-
row security and geopolitical gains,
creating trust issues and disagree-
‘ments within the forum. As a result,

2y
Notably, Central Asiais increasingly seenasa
potential rival to Beijing's dominance, given its
rich reserves of rare earth elements.

The SCO forum has continued toserve asa
platform for India to prevent Central Asia from
becommg mcrmngly vulnerable to Clunese
influence. I
political and enonomlc mterests m Eurasia,
groundedin spiri-
tual, and cultural ties.

The SCO also provided India and
China with a platform for direct dia-
logue, and both nations voiced their
willingness to find common ground
on bilateral issues despite notable dif-
ferences. These issues include border

For example, Iran’s military
pitfalls of an over-reliance on low-cost weap»
ons systems. Tehran has one of the most
extensive drone programmes in the world,
but because it lacked a modern air force, it
couldn't successfully strike well-protected
Israeli military and civilian targets. The
larger point is about the importance of com-
bining legacy and modern equipment after
due deliberations.

By simply chasing the newest

in the hope that they represent a magic bul-
let, thearmed forces should not lose sight of
the platforms and weapons that have hith-
erto been the cornerstones of the nation’s
military power. In a multi-layered air defence
system, which Sudarshan Chakra is meant to
be, even man-portable air defence systems
(MANPADS), such as the good old Iglas, will
have a role (of engaging the low-flying drones
atshort range).

Preparing for future warfare has never
meant abandoning the past. India’s capability
development is broadly aligned with achiev-
inga suitable blend of the old and the new —
except when it comes to the pace of acquisi-
tion and the scale of adoption that will be
desired for Sudarshan Chakra. The blending
of legacy and modern platforms is likely to be
cost-effective, wherein the utility of older sys-
tems continues till replaced, provided opera-
tonal efficacy is upheld.

Shashank Ranjan is an infantry veteran
with over three decades of experience in
the Indian Army. He currently teaches at
OP Jindal Global University. Haryana.
The views expréssed are personal

the forum has remained largelyinef- ~ HarshV. demarcation and Chinese invest-
fective in responding to major Pant ‘ments in Pakistan-occupied Kashmir
regional crises, including terrorism, under the Belt and Road Initiative
ivity gaps, and the'si i (BRI), which challenge Indias sover-
Alfghanistan. eignty and territorial integrity.
China’s role has been particularly Forums like BRICS and SCO, led by the
problematic. Beijing continues to Global South, have seen a thaw in
shield Pakistan for its use of terrorism bilateral relations. During the bilat-
asastrategic tool against India—sup- eral meeting with the PM Modi in
porting the country at global and Tianjin, Chinese President Xi Jinping
regional forums, supplying it with Ayjaz stated that itis the “right choice™ for
over 80% of its defence equipment Wani both countries to be “friends”. PM
between 2020 and 2024, and backing Modi stated that New Delhi is com-
duris ion Si mitted to advancing relations

Beijing's parochial strategic interests grounded in mutual trust, respect,

have thus made the Af-Pak region a cradle of
terrorism, weakening the SCO.

Since joining the SCO as a full member in
2017, India has sought to reorient it toward gen-
uine

and sensitivity, while also highlighting con-
cerns over cross-border terrorism.

In this era marked by wars, tariffs, and ris-
ing geopolitical tensions, Beijing and New
Delhi must collaborate from a long-term

thatrespect New Delhi’ strategic perspective, considering their
d to pmmate multi-
future for the region, reliable, anda i world. PM Modi

resilient, and diversifed supply chains that

require better pecting the
sovereignty and territorial mregmyof ‘member-
States. New Delhi leveraged the SCO forum to
advance its geopolitical and strategic goals in
Central Asia and to counterbalance China’s

attending the SCO summit demonstrates
New Delhi's understanding of the impor-
tance of multilateral forums such as SCOand
BRICS to advance India’s geopolitical, secu-
rity, and geo-economic interests. Now, China
needs to  decide how to progress in s(ablhsmg

assertive influence. Central iesalso
admitted India into the Ashgabat Agreementin
2018 and have demonstrated heightenedinter-
estin the Chabahar Portand Eastern Route on
the International North-South Transport Corri-
dor (INSTC). The first India-Central Asia virtual
summit in 2022 established a Joint Working
Group (JWG) to enhance regional connectivity
and trade via the Chabahar port. In June this
year, India and Central Asia jointly explored
rare earths and critical minerals during the
fourth India-Central Asia dialogue in New

the ip with India by
specific measures, such as granting greater
market access to Indian goods and IT servi-
ces, and pressuring Pakistan to abandon
State-sponsored terrorism.

Onlv then can the SCO move beyoud sym-

pillar of multipolar

SIal)l]lty,

Harsh'V Pantisvice-president, and Ayjaz Wani is
fellow, Eurasia. Observer Research Foundation.
The views expressed are personal
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F US President Donald Trump's 50

per cent tariffs on merchandise ex-
ports from India have a debilitating
effect on our economy, the Halting
International Relocation of Employ-
ment (HIRE) Act will worsen the
damage as it will impact Indias ser-
vices exports to the US. For services,
India enjoyed a trade surplus of $3.2
billion in the last fiscal, exporting
an estimated $28.7 billion and im-
porting $25.5 billion. Republican
Senator from Ohio Bernie Moreno
introduced the HIRE Act on Sep-
tember 5. It proposes a 25 per cent
tax on outsourcing payments—that
is, on any payment made by a US
company or taxpayer to a foreign
person whose work benefits con-
sumers in the United States. “While

college grads in America struggle
to find work, globalist politicians
and C-Suite executives have spent
decades shipping good-paying jobs
overseas in pursuit of slave wages
and immense profits; those days
are over,” he observed. Three points
need to be made here. First, protec-
tionism in the US is not something
that functions as per the whims and
fancies of Trump; it is deep-rooted
and widespread. It is closely linked
to the MAGA (Make America Great
Again) movement; there are no signs
of the movement weakening; on the
contrary, the movement is growing
in strength,

Second, the ruling Republicans
are MAGA flag bearers. Tradition-
ally regarded as the party of capital-

ists and the rich, it is championing
the cause of the man in the street.
As Moreno said, “Its time to fight
for working-class Americans and
ensure that they can work and re-
tire with dignity. If companies
want to hire foreign workers in-
stead of Americans, my bill will hit
them where it hurts: their pockets”
Meanwhile, Democrats, who are
seen as defenders of the rights of
the common people, are unlikely
to oppose the measures. intended
to help the working class. So, a de-
cline in protectionism in the US is
highly unlikely in the foreseeable
future. Finally, Delhi should double
down its efforts to iron out the dif-
ferences with Washington. Trumps
recent utterances hint at his desire

India’s response to HIRE Act must be pragmatic and long-term

to have better Indo-US ties; he said
that India and the US have a “special
relationship” and “there is nothing
to worry about” Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has also “deeply”
appreciated and “fully” reciprocated
Trump’s sentiments and positive as-
sessment of bilateral ties” This mu-
tual goodwill offers a crucial open-
ing. The challenge for policymakers
on both sides is to ensure that the
broader strategic partnership—cov-
ering defence cooperation, geopo-
litical alignment in the Indo-Pacific,
and technological collaboration—is
not derailed by trade frictions.

It is in the shared interest of both
nations to build on the thaw. They
must prevent economic disagree-
ments from spilling over into the

political or strategic domain, and
vice versa. India should pursue a
two-pronged approach. First, it must
press for greater clarity and possible
exemptions in the implementation
of the HIRE Act, should it become
law, to shield at least some catego-
ries of service exports from punitive
taxation. Second, it must diversify its
trade and services markets to reduce
over-dependence on the US. While
the US remains India’s single largest
trading partner, an over-reliance on
one market makes the economy vul-
nerable to sudden policy shifts. Ex-
panding partnerships with Europe,
East Asia, and emerging markets
could provide a measure of insula-
tion. In short, our response should
be pragmatic and long-term.,

Judicial outreach in Hioh Courts: Apex court calls for nmceduml mlaunlv

APOLOGIST

CRSUKUMAR

he Supreme Court of
Indias recent inter-
vention in Andhra

Pradesh Grameena Vikas
Bank v. V. Yugandar & Anr.,
underscores a critical issue:
the importance of proce-
dural discipline within the
writ jurisdiction of High
Courts. This landmark case
brought to light a significant
deviation from established
judicial norms when a divi-
sion bench of the Telangana
High Court, while hearing
a writ appeal against an in-
terim order, chose to unilat-
erally summon and decide
the main writ petition on its
merits. This action, which
was inconsistent with foun-
dational judicial principles,
drew a clear admonition
from the Supreme Court.

The incident serves as a
crucial point of reflection on
the structural, procedural,
and institutional implica-
tions of such deviations and
highlights the need for Chief
Justices and judicial colle-
giums to ensure procedural
integrity.

Foundational principles
of writ appeals:

The writ jurisdiction
granted under Artide 226
of the Indian Constitution
is a powerful remedy for the
protection of fundamental
and legal rights. Its extraor-
dinary nature is balanced by
procedural safeguards that
ensure fairness, efficiency,
and a coherent judicial hi-
erarchy. A writ appeal, espe-
cially when filed against an
interim order, is inherently
limited in scope. Its purpose
is to review the correctness
of the interim relief granted,
not to delve into the sub-

stantive merits of the entire
writ petition.

The Supreme Court has
consistently affirmed this
limited scope. It has repeat-
edly clarified across land-
mark cases that writ appeals
should be confined to their
stated purpose and should
not be used to adjudicate the
writ petition’s merits. This
principle is vital for main-
taining procedural integrity
and judicial discipline.

The Telangana  High
Court’s division bench de-
viated from this established
practice by prematurely tak-
ing up the main writ petition
and deciding both matters
simultaneously. This action
raised concerns about ju-
risdictional overreach, un-
dermined the authority of
the single-judge bench, and
could potentially foster a di-
mate of “forum shoppin;

Judicial restraint and
upholding procedural
propriet

From a jurisprudential
perspective, the incident
highlights several key prin-
ciples:

Judicial hi hy; sepa-

Reasoned orders are the keystone of judicial
accountability and transparency, enabling litigants,
the legal fraternity, and the wider public to understand
the basis on which decisions are made. The absence of
well-founded reasoning erodes trust and impedes the
of coherent

can weaken the doctrine of
precedent, introduce in-
consistency, and potentially
erode public trust.

This event can beseen asa
sign of broader instil

authorised bench assump-
tions.

Encouraging judicial re-
straint: Benches must exer-

challenges that require a re-

newed focus on

Facilitate

ity: Allow for an audit trail
(audit log) that helps Chief
Justices and collegiums pin-
point bottlenecks and evalu-
ate judicial performance
based on procedural adher-
ence and case disposal rates.
Enhance public trust: By
making the process more
transparent, such a system
can rebuild public confi-
dencein the judiciary’s com-
mitment to timely justice.
This technological solu-
tion would not only help
manage the current back-
log but also prevent future
delays by creating a more
disciplined and predictable

judicial process.

serve as an essential cnrly
warning system to detect
procedural lapses, judicial
overreach, or unethical con-
duct that might otherwise
remain unaddressed due to
the reluctance of individu-
als to come forward openly.

() LETTERS

Mutual respect by politicians

'URTHER to your September 9 report, ‘Grace in poli-
tics: A lesson for eternity from two statemen, [ have
observed that mutual respect among politicians of diverse
ideologies has become a rarity in contemporary palitics.
The bondage demonstrated by former Union ministers
Suresh Prabhu and P Ashok Gajpathi Raju made for a
heartening read. A politician’s life is like an open book.
Their behaviour and speeches are noticed by people, and
they remain in their minds. The incumbent Goa Governor
Raju and Prabhu’s simple goodwill gesture will certainly
make the conscious minds to think and think for the better.
We need many more such exemplary statesmen to inspire
the young generation to take cue and strive for a better so-

ciety.
Buddha Jagdish Rao, Visakhapatnam

GST rate cut and politics

RIME Minister Narendra Modi has been urging his
MPs to tell the people about GST reforms and rate cuts
introduced by the Union government to reduce prices,
help businesses to thrive and boost swadeshi products.
That being so, why did not the BJP explain to the people
the reason for high prices of petrol and LPG, which too
are essential commodities? Though international crude oil
rates have fallen, citizens of the country did not get any

benefit as the retail prices have not been reduced.
PR Ravinder, Hyderabad

Convert energy from garbage

among, court officers, clerks,
and other personnel, with
robust protections against
reprisal, can facilitate a cul-
ture of internal vigilance and
integrity.

Such mechanisms, com-
bined with periodic audits
and evaluations of judicial
performance and adher-
ence to procedural norms,
can act as potent deterrents
against lapses. This proac-
tive approach will foster an

. of £

N overwhelming 20,000 tonnes of waste was cleared
from artificial ponds, major and minor water bod-
ies apart from Hussain Sagar by the sanitation wing of
GHMC, post-Ganesh idol immersion. My humble request
to the organisers is to kindly dismantle idols on the ground
itself rather than immerse them in water and use the mate-
rial for power generation.
G Murali Mohan Rao, Secunderabad-11

Potholes spell danger

'VERY shower in Hyderabad seems to wash away not
just the road fillings but also the myriad promises of
the civic body. What remains are craters instead of roads,
frustration instead of relief, and danger instead of safety.
For every ride now feels like an obstacle

judicial discipline and pro-
cedural rigor.

Recommendations for
procedural and adminis-
trative reforms:

To address these systemic
issues, the following meas-
ures deserve consideration:

ration of powers: The struc-
ture of single-judge and
division benches has been
designed to maintain order
and accountability. Alloca-
tion of cases is an admin-
istrative function vested in
the Chief Justice. By taking
up the writ petition directly,
the division bench’s action
went against this established

A e :

g P
dural governance: Chief
Justices  and  collegiums
should establish and for-
malise clear protocols that
ensure interlocutory and
substantive matters are han-
dled distinctly unless a spe-
cific reallocation is explicitly
authorised by the Chief Jus-
tice.

)udicml (ramm.g and sen-
ion: It is crucial to

which could disrupt the ju-
dicial balance.

Procedural fairness: De-
ciding a writ petition’s mer-
its in the context of an ap-
peal against an interim order
can risk depriving parties of
a complete and fair hearing.
Procedural safeguards are
essential to upholding the
rule of law and protecting

conduct regular educational
programs for judges to em-
phasize the importance of
adhering to jurisdictional
boundaries and procedural
norms.

Strengthening administra-
tive oversight: Collegiums
should actively monitor
case disposal trends to iden-
ufv and address procedural

cise conscious restraint and  Ratio decidendi:

avoid pping  their In addllmn to reinforcing
designated jurisdiction to  p | discipline, it is
reinforce predi and  imperative that all judicial

public confidence in the ju-
dicial process.

Role of technology in
ensuring justice:

In addition to the pro-
cedural and administrative
reforms already mentioned,
there is a crucial need to lev-
erage technology to address
systemic inefficiencies. De-
layed justice is often synon-
ymous with denied justice,
and the massive backlog of
over six million cases across
High Courts is a testament
to this issue.

An effective solution lies
in evolving a robust online
system for case tracking.
This system would provide
transparency and account-
ability by allowing judges,
lawyers, and litigants to
track the status of cases that
have been pending for ex-
tended periods.

The system should:

Flag long-pending cases:
Automatically identify cases
that have exceeded a reason-
able timeline for disposal,

litigants’ rights. g acul-
Judicial resu-ainl and ture of auccunlab:hl

e v E cageall

The judiciarys legitimacy  transparency: Implement-

is tied to its adherence to
jurisdictional  boundaries.
Actions that extend beyond
a court’s designated purview

ing more transparent, digi-
tally enabled case assign-
ment systems with audit
trails can help prevent un-

pting judicial review.

Provide detailed case his-
tory: Offer a dear, chrono-
logical record of all pro-
cedural steps, including
adjournments and bench
changes, to identify points
of delay.

benches commit to deliver-
ing reasoned judgments that
clearly articulate the ratio
decidendi or obiter dicta.
Reasoned orders are the
keystone of judicial account-
ability and transparency, en-
abling litigants, the legal fra-
ternity, and the wider public
to understand the basis on
which decisions are made.
The absence of well-founded
reasoning erodes trust and
impedes the development of
coherent jurisprudence.

By mandating that bench-
es explicitly delineate their
legal reasoning and the
principles guiding their con-
clusions, High Courts can
ensure that every judgment
not only resolves the dispute
at hand but also contributes
meaningfully to the body of
law. This practice mitigates
arbitrary  decision-making
and allows higher courts to
engage in effective oversight,
thereby enhancing the qual-
ity and predictability of judi-
cial outcomes.

Encourage feedback chan-
nelsand whistleblowers:

Equally critical is the in-
stitution of systematic judi-
cial audits overseen by Chief
Justices and  collegiums,
drawing on  anonymous
public complaints and feed-
back channels.

course where survwal matters more than speed, Areas like
Ch

self-correction,  transpar-
ency, and acc bility that
safeguards the judiciary’s in-
stitutional sanctity and pub-
lic confidence.

Condusion-Upholding
judicial propriety:

The incident involving
the Telangana High Court
is a reminder of the critical
importance of procedural
discipline in the judiciary.
Judicial propriety is not
merely a formality; it is a
fundamental element of a
functioning democracy, en-
suring fairness, predictabil-
ity, and legitimacy. The Su-
preme Court’s clear message
serves as a powerful call for
introspection and reform.

It is a shared responsi-
bility of Chief Justices and
collegiums to ensure that
efficiency and procedural
sanctity go hand in hand.
Unchecked procedural over-
reach could weaken the very
foundations of justice deliv-
ery.

By implementing robust
administrative ~ safeguards,
the judiciary can ensure
that such deviations remain
exceptional rather than be-
coming a pattern.

(The author is former
Senior Editor, The Economic
Times, and currently practic-
ing as an advocate at the Tel-
angana High Court)

Shouldering the TPCC responsibility with pride

AMARAVAJI NAGARATU

hen a leader thinks be-

yond self and works for
the larger good, society prospers’,
are the pearls of wisdom passed on
by a schoolteacher that echo in the
mind while reflecting on the po-
litical journey of Telangana Pradesh
Congress Committee (TPCC) presi-
dent Mahesh Kumar Goud, who has
completed a year in office.

For a party with more than 135
years of Iuszory, entrusting the reins
of its Telangana unit to a leader,
who started from the scratch as an
ordinary worker, underscores the
Congress ethos of inclusivity and
upward mobility within its ranks.

From cadre to State chief:

Goud’s rise to the TPCC presi-
dency last September was not acdi-
dental but the culmination of years
of persistence and service. His eleva-
tion as the first Backward Class (BC)
leader to occupy the postin Telanga-
na came at a decisive moment, that
is just after Congress dethroned BRS
and put an end to its decade-long
rule. His leadership symbolised the
party’s recognition of social justice
and grassroots contribution.

Working under the guidance of

Mahesh Kumar Goud completes one year as State Congress chief

Sonia Gandhi, Mallikarjun Kharge,
Rahul Gandhi, Priyanka Gandhi,
and with the support of AICC gen-
eral secretary K.C. Venugopal and
state in-charges, Goud has func-
tioned in close coordination with
Chief Minister A. Revanth Reddy,
Deputy Chief Minister Mallu Bhatti
Vikramarka, and other ministers
to strengthen the Congress both as
a ruling party and as a political or-
ganisation.

Balancing governance and
organisation:

Occupying the TPCC president’s
chair when the party is in power has
not been without challenges. Expec-
tations of workers and citizens, who
played a crucial role in the party’s
rise to power, are quite naturally im-
mense. Goud has sought to bridge
governance and organisation by ini-
tiating outreach programmes such
as ‘Andubaatulo Prajaprathinidhulu},
where Ministers, MLAs and MPs
meet citizens regularly at Gandhi
Bhavan.

This model, widely welcomed, has
reinforced the party’s claim of being

a party of public ac ility and

Welfare and development:

The Revanth Reddy-led govern-
ment has rolled out a slew of welfare
schemes—free bus travel for wom-
en, Aarogyasri coverage enhanced
to @10 lakh, free electricity up to
200 units, subsidised LPG cylinders
at @500, farmer loan waivers, and
more. As TPCC chief, Goud ensured
that the schemes were communicat-
ed and delivered effectively through
party cadre across Telangana.

He has been instrumental in mo-
bilising grassroots campaigns to

Goud has functioned in close
coordination with Chief
Minister A. Revanth Reddy,
Deputy Chief Minister Mallu
Bhatti Vikramarka, and other
ministers to strengthen the
Congress both as anuling
partyand as a political
organisation.

gress government’s expansion of
BC reservations to 42 per cent fol-
lowing the caste census, in which
Goud played a significant role, has
been hailed as a landmark in social
justice. His earlier announcement
of the BC Declaration in Kamared-
dy as working president and later
overseeing the caste census as
TPCC chief remain l\ls political ca-

with students and youth actively

participating in symbolic acts of :

shramdaan (voluntary labour).

He has also led Telangana Con-
gress in national-level campaigns,
including the AICC's Jai Bapu, Jai
Bhim, Jai Samvidhan' movement
against the BJP alleged authori-
tarianism, and supported Rahul
Gandhi’s ‘Vote Adhikar Yatra to

N

highlight electoral malp

and Lal Darwaza are living exam-
ples of how temporary fixes collapse overnight, leaving citi-
zens to pay the price by way of injuries, delays and stress.
The authorities should realise that people deserve roads
that lead to their destinations, not detours into danger.
‘Wiser counsel is in understanding that potholes cannot be
patched with excuses. The people need lasting solutions,
not seasonal makeovers. Roads are the lifelines of a city; let
us not allow them to become deathtraps.

Kalisetti Soumya, St Francis College for Women

Al, apartner in progress

'HE article “From chaos to clarity: How Al is changing
the way leaders work” was both insightful and timely.
In today’s fast-paced world where endless meetings often
end in confusion rather than action, Artificial Intelligence
(AI) truly emerges as a tool of transformation. Al’s abil-
ity to capture key decisions, summarize discussions, and
highlight recurring issues is not just about saving time, it
is not just a convenience, but it is a revolution, it is about
enhancing productivity, accountability, and innovation.
For countries like India, where businesses and teams op-
erate across geographies and time zones, the potential of
Al in streamlining leadership processes is immense. This
shift does not replace human intelligence but supports it,
allowing leaders to focus on what really matters, If adopted
wisely with secure systems and proper cultural integration,
Al can redefine the way organizations’ function, bringing
clarity where once there was only chaos. The future be-
longs to those who embrace such change early. Indeed, AT
is not just a tool, it is becoming a partner in progress.
Nooreen Fatima, Hyderabad

thehansreader@gmail.com

Severe depression, anxiety and relation-
ship struggles on the rise among city youth
BENGALURU: This World Suicide Prevention Day,
Mpower - an initiative of the Aditya Birla Education
Trust, founded by Neerja Birla - is amplifying youth
mental health awareness through engaging on-ground
activities at SSMRV College and other campuses across
Bengaluru. Designed for students aged 18 to 21 years,
these initiatives include the ‘Jenga of Hope, ‘Hope
Hunt! and open-mic sessions, creating safe, stigma-free
spaces for dialogue and self-expression.

The effort is part of Mpower's larger mission to ad-
dress Bengaluru's rising mental health challenges by
giving young people inclusive platforms that spark re-
ﬂecuon, enicourage peer Support, and normalise con-

A symbol of social justice:
Mahesh Kumar Goud's ascent to
the TPCC hot seat is viewed as a
powerful statement—that a leader
from a backward community could
rise to the State Congress pinnacle.

Looking ahead:

Under the slogan *Telangana Ris-
ing 2047) the Congress envisions a
roadmap for the State’s long-term
development. With Revanth Reddy
driving governance and Goud con-

reer’s

Outreach and mobilisation:
Beyond governance, he has
headed public bilisati

promote flagship pi like
Indira Mahila Shakti, Indiramma
Housing Scheme, Rythu Bharosa
and Indi Athmiya Bharosa

responsive governance.

for agricultural labourers. The Con-

lhmugh initiatives such as the
Janahita padayatra. The march,
now into its multiple phases, has
garnered strong public response,

the party
Telangana Congress is positioning
itself to sustain both public trust
and grassroots strength.

Goud is being hailed as a guide
to youth, while demonstrating that
politics, when rooted in service and
accountability, can indeed be trans-
formative,

aroun

‘The urgency behind this effort is \mdcmahle Ben-
galuru is facing a hidden mental health crisis. High
academic pressure, family conflicts, and the loneliness
of city life are hitting the youth hard. According to the
National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB), over 100 sui-
cides were reported in Bengaluru in 2024, showing just
how intense urban life can get for young people and
working professionals. Data from Mpower's Bengaluru
centre at Indiranagar further underscores the concern,
revealing that young women aged 15-34 make up the
majority of high-risk individuals seeking help for sui-
cidal ideation — often linked to severe depression, anxi-
ety, and relationship struggles.

As part of its youth-led preventive approach, Mpow-
er also activates COPE (Counselling and Outreach for
Peer Empowerment) Clubs across colleges in the city.
These clubs create safe spaces for mental health dia-
logue through activities like Jenga of Hope, Hope Hunt,
and student-led open mics.

'Read more at
https://epaper.thehansindia.com
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Elevated yields

The signal from the bond market shows
nervousness about govt borrowings

OND YIELDS HAVE retraced after finance minister Nirmala

Sitharaman reassured the markets that the government will

not borrow more than what it has planned. The benchmark

yield, which had hit a recent high of 6.60%, is now hovering
around 6.4620%.The markets had been somewhat nervous thinking the
government might need to borrow more than ¥14.8 lakh crore (gross)
due to weak direct tax collections—gross tax receipts between April and
Julyare up only 0.8% year-on-year due to the lower personal income tax
collections. Moreover, there’s the potential loss of ¥48,000 crore revenue
for the current year after the goods and services tax (GST) rate rationali-
sation. A financial package for exporters, which is still in the planning
stages, could mean additional government spends. The high supply of
state loans was also weighing on investors. The government is obviously
banking onbuoyant d d tomini theloss of revenue as GSTcuts
would make 99% of products cheaper. Also, households now have more
purchasing power thanks to the income tax cuts.

The fiscal math, however, could get complicated if there is a shortfall
in tax collections and the nominal GDP growth comes in lower than the
assumed 10.1%—in Q1, it grew just 8.8%. The fiscal deficit for the four
monthsto Julywas close to 30% of the targeted amount for the full year—
higher than the 17% increase in the year-ago period—which is good for
the economy but has probably worried the bond markets. However, the
finance minister seems determined to stay on the path of fiscal consoli-
dation,so the deficitis unlikely to exceed the targeted 4.4% of GDP.Since
we have just won an upgrade from S&P this would be the right approach.
Inthat case,however, the government would need to either curtail expen-
diture onsome fronts or raise more via disinvestment and strategicsales.
The total budgeted expenditure of ¥50.63 lakh crore, therefore, might be
pruned somewhat.

The FM’s reassurance should have seen bond yields soften more than
they have. But the bond markets probably apprehend that the curveball
that the US has thrown in the form of a 50% import tariff will see the
growth momentum moderate. The robust 7.8% GDP growth in Q1
notwithstanding, the potential loss of exports and the consequent loss
of jobs and incomes, bond markets fear, will slow the economy. Since the
private sectoris reluctant to invest meaningful sums, it fears the govern-
ment would need to continue to do the heavy lifting by borrowing sig-
nificantly, if notimmediately,sometime laterin 2026.0ne must concede
their fears are not altogether irrational.

In this context of elevated yields, Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Governor
Sanjay Malhotra’s observation that “while the banking channel is crucial,
transmission through risk-free sovereign bonds is equally important,as
it serves as a benchmark for pricing in other segments of the market”is
instructive. The higher sovereign yields have already pushed up corpo-
rate bondyields, prompting some issuers to postpone borrowings.In fact,
some banks have tweaked their marginal cost of funds-based lending rate
upwards, albeit marginally. This must be disconcerting for the central
bank,which is the government’s debt manager,at a time when the effort
hasbeen to bring down the cost of money. One should not be surprised to
see the RBI stepping in to support the demand.

Don't want to be 'peasant'?
Try thematic investing

YOU'VE GOT FIVE more years—maybe less Ina fast-changing world turbocharged
by President Donald Trump tificial intelli (Al), people
need to make investments that can tmnsfonnthﬂrhves,o[ risk being left behind.

The speed of wealth creation by the privileged few is there forall to see. In just
afewweeks, the Trump family racked up about $1.3 billion from two cryptoven-
tures,each less thanayearold.With the Bitcoin price hittingarecord high—thanks
inparttothe pmSIdent 's Genius Act,which allows for the broaderadoption of dig-
ital tsin financ ly ing onluxurytravel,
flying private jets,and cruising the Mediterranean.

Asfortherestofus,even wel] -paid professionalsare havinga tough time find-
inga safe harbour. Artificial intelligence s disrupting the white-collar labour mar-
ket.While top Al researchers can make $100 million ayear, thousands of tech jobs
are being cut by the likes of Salesforce Inc.and Microsoft Corp. The situation is
even more dire in China,where those in their mid-30salreadyworry their careers
arenearan end.There is now talk of overproducingelites and computer program-
mers. New graduates from China’s prestigious Tsinghua University are certainly
not getting good financial returns on theirschooling.

Inaworldwhere, in former Google executive Mo Gawdat’s words, “unless you're
in the top 0.1%, you’re a peasant”, how can families ensure that they stay in the
shrinking middle class? These days, even households making $300,000 a year
struggle to pay for elite college tuition bills.

One solution is to have a small slice of thematic
tinginyourwealth portfolio,which involvesiden-

ke mightben-
efit. Afterall, with the dominance of Big Tech in market
indexes, it's become almost impossible to generate
excess returns via old-school factor investing, which
builds portfolios based on certain common character-
istics,such as price momentum or market size.

Of course, the big hurdle is that you must look
beyond earnings. If you believe the improvement in
AIs capability is non-linear, then you have to recog-
nise that future earnings growth could be exponen-
tial,and the current elevated valuatmn is justified.

China’stechstocksh -

SHULI REN

Bloomberg

Recentsharp priceup g

i b On 1,AlibabaG -
ingLtd’ssh d 18%afterthec or i cloud div-
ision— closelytied tothe ATb i lyearnings
were mediocre at best, with total vth largely flat. some say

that chip designer Cambricon Tedmolog;les Corp,,anew: ‘market darling that trades
at 250 times 2025 earnings, |

Thisisnotthe nghtway tolookat Chma 'SAL opportu.mues Think of thematic
investing as poor man’s venture capital. Silicon Valley’s financiers do not look at
astart-up’s near-term earnings. Rather, they are more interested in total market
size,an industry’s competitive landscape, as well as whether the company has a
technological edge.

Through thislens,Alibabaand are not necessarily bad bets. AliCloud
has the most comprehensive product offerings among its peers and might gain
more sales as Anthropic stops selling Al services to Chinese companies. Mean-
while, Nvidia Corp.s decision to halt production related to its H20 Al chips, tailor-
made for China, can also bring new clients to Cambricon.

Tobe sure, venture capital funds routinely make risky bets that don’t pan out.
So someone readying herself for thematic investing must be prepared to lose
everything. As a result, these stocks should only be a small slice of a portfolio.

Inaworld of rising wealth mequahty, wehaveto play abitoffensivetobe defen-
sive.Whena revolutionar; has d upon us, have no fear. Posi-
tionyourself for a seismic shift and make Al your friend, not foe.

Opinion

N AUGUST 6, the Re-

serve Bank of India not-

ified the RBI (Co-Lend-

ing  Arrangements)

Directions, 2025. At
first glance, the directions appear to be
incremental changes to an existing
framework.Buta closerlook reveals that
they reshape the foundation of how
banks, non-banking financial compa-
nies (NBFCs),and fintechs will collabo-
rateinextending credit.The new frame-
work widens opportunities, imposes
tighterrisk-sharing obligations,and sets
the tone for the next phase of India’s
credit ecosystem.

Co-lending emerged in India as a
hybrid model combining thebest of both
worlds. NBFCs and fintechs, agile in ori-
ginand distribution, could reach under-
served borrowers in small towns, semi-
urban centres, and niche segments.
Banks,with theirlowercost of funds, pro-
vided the balance-sheet heft to finance
these loans. In theory, both parties
gained—NBFCs earned fee income and
continued customer engagement, while
banks got exposure to segments they
struggled toreach.

The RBI’s first attempt to formalise
this model came in 2020, restricting it
largely to priority sector lending (PSL).
Soon, concerns were raised with respect
to highereffective borrower rates, inade-
quate disclosures, and NBFCs acting
mainly as originators with minimal bal-
ancesheet exposure.By 2023-24, the RBI
was scrutinising whether such practices

lting arbitrageand

WWW.FINANCIALEXPRESS.

@ BEYOND BORDERS
Union communications minister Jyotiraditya M Scindia
The reliability of the postal network combined with the

speed of UPI means families across borders can send
money faster, safer,

and at much lower cost. It reaffirms

that public infrastructure built for citizens can be linked

@ RBI DIRECTIONS
THE CHALLENGE WILL BE TO AVOID VIEWING THE NEW RULES AS A COMPLIANCE BURDEN ALONE

Rehauling co-lending

SANDEEP PAREKH

Managing partner, Finsec Law Advisors

ment ensuresthat lenders do notoffload
risks entirely to their partners. Addition-
ally, the use of default loss guarantees or
DLGs, where one party promises to
absorb losses up to a cap, has been
restricted to 5% of loans outstanding in
respectofloans under CLA. This prevents
an illusion of risk transfer and guards
against hidden leverage.

The directions mandate enhanced
disclosures—quarterlyand annual pub-
lication of co-lending partners,
weighted average interest rates, fees
charged and paid, and DLG details.
Escrow accounts are

The directions will reshape the co-
lendinglandscape, bringing both oppor-
tunities and challenges. On the positive
side, they createanew growthavenue for
NBFCs by allowing co-lending across all
loan categories, helping them scale
beyond the narrow PSL channel. This
could unlock long-term growth poten-
tial while enhancing their credibility
through greater Banks, in

across borders to serve humanity better

In the US, the Federal Deposit Insurance
Corporation has promoted partnerships
between largebanksand minority depos-
itory institutions to channel funds to
underserved communities. These
arrangements emphasise trust, gover-
nance,and community focus—elements
the RBI is now embedding through
mandatory disclosures.

In Europe and East Asia, big techs
often collaborate with banks—the latter
provides low-cost funding while the for-
mer contributes towards underwriting
models and dlsmbutlon The Bank for
Inter ioned
that such partnerships disproportion-
atelybenefit fintechsunless risk-sharing
is properly designed.india’s insistence on
a 10% retention echoes this learning,
ensuring that origi offload

turn, benefit by leveraging the NBFC dis-
tribution network without having to
build their own last-mile reach, which
could expand access to formal credit in
historically underserved

C y forall collec-
tions, and tighter know-

Over the medium

regions. Froma systemic
perspective, the RBI's

your-customerruleshave term, co-lending could  insistence on risk reten-
been prescribed. Loan evolve from a niche tion and caps on DLGs
transfer timelines are f : ensures that no partici-
also specified, red: " 2 pant can fully distance
scope forregulatoryarbi- into one of the itself from loan perfor-
trage. The originating  primary channels of  mance,therebyreducing
regulated entity (RE) credit delivery moral hazard and
must ensure that any encouragingamore bal-
loanunderaCLAistrans: " anced partnership.

ferred onlyto the designated partner RE
according to the agreement and the key
fact atthetime of sanction. If

systemicrisk.

Thenewdirectionsare theregulator’s
response and an attempt to mainstream
co-lending arrangements (CLAs) while
curbing their excesses. To begin with, co-
lending is nolonger confined to PSL.Any
loan, secured or unsecured, can be origi-
nated under a CLA between regulated
entmes, not just banks and NBFCs. This

such transfer cannot be completed
within 15 calendar days, the loan
remains on the originating RE’s books
and can only be transferred to other eli-
giblelenders £ollowmg applicable direc-
tions. trans-

The framework also introduces chal-
lenges—compliance  with ~ escrow
accounts, IT upgrades, and detailed

riskentirely.

Thedirectionsare neitheroverly lib-
eral nor excessively restrictive. They
represent a calibrated attempt to har-
ness the promise of co-lending while
putting guardrails around its risks. The
framework’s success will depend on its
execution, particularly regarding
whetherlenders invest in technology to
streamline compliance, whether costs
are contained, and whether trans-
parency indeed builds trust with
investors and customers.

In the near term, smaller NBFCs may
face pain, and credit costs could inch
higher. But over the medium term, co-
lending could evolve from a niche regu-
latoryexperiment into one of India’s pri-
‘mary channels of credit delivery, fuelled

reporting will raise costs,
smaller N'BFCS and dnvmg mdusrry con-

on to borrowers, thereby undermmmg
the goal of financial inclusion. Further,

fer of loan exposures originated under
CLA,whetherto third parties or between
REs, must strictly comply with applica-

broader participation,
mcludmg housing finance companies.
Further,each co-lender must retainat
least 10% of the loan exposure on its
books. This “skin in the game” require-

The silent de

ble directions and requires mutual con-
sentof both the originating and partner
REs. Collectively, these requirements
signal that the days of opaque “back-to-
back”loan originations are over.

MADAN SABNAVIS

Chief economist, Bank of Baroda

fnmnn hke syst::m coorch-

the model’s ﬂmech driven efficiency by
slowing down disbursements. Thus,while
the framework strengthens resilience, it
risks dampening the agility that gave co-
lending its edge.

bybanks’ hy d NBFCs’last-
mile reach. The challenge for all partici-
pants will be to avoid viewing the new
rules as a compliance burden alone. If
treated instead as an opportunity to
build transparent, resilient,and scalable
lending partnerships, the directions
could mark the beginning of a more bal-
anced, and more credible era of joint
lending in India.

Co-authored xmlhAmketSmgh

Globally, co-lending or coll ive
lendingmodelsh i :

Ch d Pragya Garg,
Finsec Law Advisors

dollarisation

Recent episodes of tariffs,

, sanctions, and interference

of the US in economic decisions of sovereigns would
only hasten the shift away from the dollar

US TREASURIES ARE considered the
safest forex asset as the dollar continues
tobethemain global currency.In fact,the

central banks are diversifying their hold-
ings. Second, the US government is less
dependent on foreigners for subscribing

USvirtually
wide Financial

forWorld-

totheirdebt,whichi forby

cation (SWIFT) payments system, as all
banks get linked to this set-up. When the
Ukrainewarstarted, all payments to Rus-
sia were blocked by the US which had
imposed sanctions on the aggressor. The
blowwas severe but. also a sjg;ual to other

hence, are sull preferred by all central
ks; but things have been changing.

The US's infallibility was questioned
when the debt ceiling issue emerged on
several occasions. These limits were then
raised, but discussion has focused on
exploring alternatives to the dollar. This
is why countries have been diversifying
their forex holdings, even as the dollar
remains dominant.

Alookat the ownership pattern of US
treasurysecurities isinteresting.Over the
last10yearsorso,the US'stotal publicdebt
increased from $18.15 trillion in March
2015t0 $36.21 trillion in March 2025—
an increase of almost 100%.The share of
foreign holdings, largely those held byvar-
ious central banks, was as high as 34% in
2015. It has come down to 24.9% in
March 2025. This does reveal two things
that are reflections of each other. First,

Further, the holdings of the Federal
Reserve has come down from 41.4% in
March 2015 to 31.8%. This can be
explained by the fact that when the Fed
went into the quantitative easing mode,
banks tended to sell their

57.7%. In contrast, there has been an
increase forother currencies like the euro
(19.6% to 20.1%), pound sterling (4.7%
0 5.2%), yen (3.7% to 5.1%), and ren-
minbi (from virtually nil to 2.1%). Such
diversification is also the result of the
gradual change in the balance of power
across the world economy. While the dol-
laris still i iesare invest-

Gold share in forex reserves rose from
5.99% to 13.1% for India, from 1.7% to
6.7%forChina,8.3%t016.6%forthe UK,
10.1% to 19.4% for South Africa, and
6.3% to 13.2% for Australia. In a way,
thereisacasetobelievethat countriesare
de-risking their interests from the idio-
syncraticpolicies followed in the US.Even
countries like Germany, Italy,

ingin otherhard currencies. The eurowill
continue to be the second

and France have increased their share of
gold hold.lugs by over 10 percentage

treasuries to the Fed forlig-

uidity.As this processeased,
the Fed's share tended to
move downwards. Mutual
funds have increased their
treasury  holdings—the
share has gone up from
6.4% to 12.2%. The sup-
port provided by the Fed is
still very significant, at

Countries have
been diversifying

most currencyas
all member countries hold
their forex assets in this

form. It will get progres-

their forex sively popular as its accept-

holdings, even as  ability has been growing,

the dollar remains  given the orderly manage-

dominant ment of the economy since
the2011 euro crisis.

Ith by bserved

almost a little less than a

third. This can be contrasted with the
Reserve Bankof India's holding of central
government debt—12-13%. Clearly, the

that central banks have
beenincreasingtheirgold holdingsas part
of their forex reserves over time. World
Gold Council data for lu.ne 2015-June

USgovernment'sd
tralbankis greater.

The samealso gets reflected when the
share of currencies in overall forex
reserves at the global level is considered.
Between 2016 and 2025, International
Monetary Fund data shows, the dollar's
share has come down from 65.5% to

onthecen-

THE EDITOR

Don’t put all trade
eggs in one basket

India can no longer bet its fortunes on
asingle market. The way forward is to
be agile in the short term, and resilient
enough for the long haul. We can tilt
towards the Association of South East
Asian Nations, Africa, West Asia, and
the European Union, where demand is
steady and tariffs are low. Mini-deals,
sectoral pacts, and digital trade
accords can open quick pathways.

Exporters could then reposition from
price competition to value niches in
pharma, textiles, information techno-
logy-enabled services, etc. Struct-
urally, we can expand the export base
with design-led manufacturing, green
tech, and digital products. Export
hubs with ready infrastructure and
smoother logistics must be the norm.
Tariffs will rise and fall, but if we switch
to an adaptive export strategy, we
can weather this storm.

—R Narayanan. Navi Mumbai

2025 ns.All

gold in forex reserves. Covid-19 was the
turning point, followed by the Russia-
Ukraine war, leading to sanctions being
imposed by the US.With the tariff issue
causing furtheruncertainty,gold becomes
the natural safe haven.

Indo-US tiesina

multi-polar world
Apropos of "Thaw in Indo-US ties?"
(FE, September 9), Donald Trump's
U-turn was expected sooner or later.
But his aides" (like Howard Lutnick)
comments reduce India’s reasons to
trust the US. One thing that can be
said for sure is that Trump and the US
have realised they cannot take India
for granted. India has stood its ground
firmly so far and we should not allow

point: d.Itis not surpris-
mg that the price of gold has received an
impetus due to this demand factor.

The recent episodes of tariffs, sanc-
tions,and interference ofthe Usin eco~
nomicdecisions of
hasten thisshiftaway Emmthedollax The
world dmovingtowards

nomic blocs that the US is opposed to.As
these agreements become strongerand
widerin terms of coverage of nations, itis
natural that the currencies used w111 tend
tochange.Th

see the rise of alternative channels to
SWIFT. The lesson is that the US needs to
bemoreflexiblein takingontheroleof the
anchor nation and currency vis-a-vis
developing and maintaining the global
economicorder.

Views are personal

our farmers' interests to be
compromised at any cost. The trade
deal with the US should happen and it
will happen, but on mutual terms.
While dealing with Trump, caution
should be the name of the game. It is
possible to have a stable Indo-China
relationship along with a strategic
Indian-American partnership in a
true multipolar world.

—Bal Govind, Noida

@Write to us at feletters@expressindia.com
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US, Don’t Aim HIRE &
Shoot US in the Foot

Qutsourcing tax will especially affect the Valley

Last week, Republican senator from Ohio Bernie More-
no introduced the Hiring Incentives to Restore Employ-
ment (HIRE) Act in the US senate. It seeks to impose a
25% tax on US companies outsourcing jobs overseas.
‘While the objective seems MAGAficent — pushing US
firms to hire more Americans — if the bill becomes law,
it would be the US shooting the US in the foot Looney Tu-
nes cartoon-style. Outsourcing has allowed US Inc to re-
tain its competitive advantage, which increases its glo-
bal employment footprint, including in the US. A tax on
outsourcing would push the activity outside US jurisdic-
tion through corporate layering. The process will be ai-
dedby rising concernsover immigration intothe US.Ina
scenario where global supply chainsare being truncated
by near-shoring, loss of economic advantage for the US
will certainly benefit other countries.

The UShas the world's biggest num-
ber of MNCs, drivers of global trade
in goods and services. Taxing pay-
ments to foreign persons whose work
b benefits consumers in the US would
impact the country’s trade balance —
notinagood way. Tariffsand taxes are
borne by consumers, and instead of
raisingdomestic production, they could lower consump-
tion. Theresults, as economists from across the globe ha-
ve pointed out, would be a US recession causing serious
damage to the world economy.

Automation is rendering tax policy ineffective against
employment outcomes. Al, developed primarily in the
US. isexpected tolead to widespread job dislocation. The
early harvest will be among the jobs US companies typi-
cally outsourcetolow-skilled workersabroad. Thetaxon
outsourcing will particularly affect Silicon Valley, which
has spread its research infrastructure across the world.
ATholdsout the promise of higher economicgrowth, but
the picture on employment is unclear. The technology
will disperse from the US, where software job losses are
routinely making headlines. AI poses the more immi-
nent threat to US jobs than outsourcing. Tax measures,
Trump-eteers, should accept the new reality.

Making Aadhaar
Count Makes Sense

Complying with the Supreme Court’s Monday order; EC on
Tuesday ruled that Aadhaar will be recognised as one of 12
identity documents for the Bihar SIR exercise. Thisisastepin
the right direction. The top court’s order, now extended to all
voters, builds on its August 22 directive, which allowed voters
excluded from the draft rollstoapply online using Aadhaar; or
any of the earlier 11 EC-recognised documents. True, the top
court’s recent order came after the SIR exercise had conclu-
ded, limiting its immediate impact. But it can prove useful if
and when SIR is conducted nationwide. EC starts a 2-day con-
ference for chief electoral officers today to assess prepared-
ness for rolling out a nationwide SIR. This will also be helpful
— tofamiliariseauthorities.

EC's refusal to recognise Aadhaar in the
first place was surprising considering it
hasbecome thego-todocumentforcitizens
and semcepmvnders alike. Whileit'strue,
rtitself that
Aadhaar is not proof of citizenship, the
poll panel’s other argument — that it can
be forged and, therefore, doesn’t merit inclusion— doesn’t hold
water. Forgery ishardly unique to Aadhaar. Every government-
issued document, from ration cards to passports, is vulnerable
to misuse. Singling Aadhaar out on this ground alone appears
inconsistent, especially when it isalready the most widely used
and accepted form of ID across public and private services.

EC'’s core mandate is to enfranchise, not exclude. Every step in
cleaning up electoral rolls must serve this purpose. By takingan
anti-Aadhaar stand, it had only opened itself up to needless ac-
cusationsof bias. Themore constructive path isto work towards
ensuring total Aadhaar-legitimacy, rather than sideline it.

£ JUST IN JEST

‘Awe-dropping!’ or iWolf!’ these
iGuys are masters of incrementality

Big, Fat Apple Slices!
Big, Fat Apple Slices!

l SWAMISPEAK ¢ When the American public gaze goes pubic over their president's signature

Is This a Sign of Our Times?

Swaminathan S
Anklesaria Aiyar

# ™, nlyintheUScouldthemain
| \ ’ current topic of discussion
| and giggles be whether the
A\ ;5' president’s signature looks

" like, well, pubic hair Yes,
youread that right. With the US House
Committee releasing an image with a
Trump-signed letter; the US in 2025 is
parsing the aesthetics of presidential

ip as though it were a Rors-
chach inkblot of democracy.

When The Wall Street Journal trains
its monocle on you, you think you've
either made it to Fortune 500 or E‘Bl's
‘watchlist. Thistime, though, the paj
of record: forhedgefund intert nshasde

 lightning speed quick thitking

hollow ?

lacks empathy ?

Thy handiwork, great Anarch!

US Congress to the public. The note is.
framed by a hand-drawn silhouette of
anaked woman. Thenoteisintheform
of ascripted dialogue.

Vmoe over: ’I'hem must be more tolife

aouts analyical abilty?

craves power, prestigs and admiration 7

canflicting tendencies and loyalties ?

life. Tdon't draw pictures of women...
It'snotmylanguage.

Alas, internet sleuths quickly unco-
vered dozens of Trump doodles — in-
r.ludmg cityscapes, the Empire State

money-tree. Some

Donald Yes, them xs but T won't tell
youwhatitis.
Jeffrey: Nor will I, since T also know

cided to
Itslatestallegation, s(emmmg(mm the
‘Epstein Files', isn’t about conspiracy,
cover-ups or clandestine cocktail par-
ties, butabout handwriting. Specifical-
1y Donald J Trump's signaturelooking

whatitis.

Donald:

mon, Jeffrey.

Jeffrey: Yes, we do, come to think of it.
Donald: Enigmas never age, have you
noticed that?

Jeffrey: Asamatterof fact, it was clear

of these, bearing his signature, had
sold for thousands of dollars at aucti-
ons. WSJandotherseven pointedtohis
own 2008 book, Trump Never Give Up:
How I Turned My Biggest Challenges
Into Success, where he admitted dood-
ling ‘buildings or a cityscape of skysc-
rapers’for charity.

Never has Trump shown the slight-
est embarrassment when discovered.

But slgnatuxes like hau'slyles. are

THE SPEAKING TREE

interpretation.
Oue person s ‘unmistakable Trum; p’is
another’s ‘my toddler witha crayon af~
terthree Red Bulls’. Thesamesqulggla
could be viewed as skyscrapers, barb-
ed wire or— if you sqmm]usl right —
follicles. Lil

Less Luggage,
More Comfort

the beholder:
Trump’s autograph has from the st-
ark 2 e

ACHYUTA SAMANTA

peaceand

with jagged strokes brimming with
self-confidence. Some called it ‘illegib-
1e', others ‘dictatorial chic’. His critics
sneered that it wasnot asignature con-
veying ‘Thank you for your business’,
asmuchas ‘Let'sannex Greenland'.
But, then, WSJ came in with a diffe-
rent interpretation altogether — that
the scrawl in the birthday book could

a  reference
2

Are Americans just

happmess Yet, we often forgeta
simple truth: the less luggage we
carry, the more comfort we enjoy.
This ‘luggage’ includes emotion-
al. mental, spiritual and materi-
alburdens, The lighter our load,
the smoother our journey.
Think of aschool-going child. In
nursery, the bag holds only essen-
tials— colourful books, stories,
playactivities. Butasthe years
pass, thebag grows heavier, wei-
ghed down by expectations, pres-
sureand comparisons. The child’s
Jjoy and speed give way to fatigue.
Adultsface the same pattern: as
weaccumulate more—whether
possessions, grudges or regrets

the theatre of the absurd,
looking for a moment of levity in
the heavy saga of tariffs, wars,
crime and broken institutions?

—our - clarity fad-
esand our joy diminishes.
Inlife’s transitions — changing
jobs, cities orrelationships —tho-
sewholet go of emotional and

likea fuzzy groin. tome thelast timeIsaw you. He said the woman-shaped note wasa  men discuss in locker rooms. The ex- mental baggage adjust more easi-
WSJhaslongsavaged Trumpfornot Donald: A pal is a thing. fake,and itagainst WSJ. loops, analy- 1y, Clinging to past mistakes, bro-
releasinginfullthe ‘EpsteinFiles', thou- Happy Birthday —and may everyday But that may be unsustainable, now sed strokes. Then, suddenly, someone kenrelationships or past glories
sandsof by inves- wonderful secret. that Congress has revealed the con- blurted what everyone was secretly blocks us from living fully in the
tigatingagenciesand submitted under ‘What will readers make of Lh:s]ast tents of the h)rt.hdav book Grapholo-  thinking: “This looks less like a name present. With forgiveness, we free
subpoena to US Congress. Theseinclu-  line? A cheeky ists may and i i irs.’ both he
decorrespondenceof Jeffrey Epstein, in the ribs from a man who in MJS Thisdrama A ison, said Tru- Inth ita, Krishnur-
atop Wall Street financier who pass- hadsaid, ‘Youcanalwaysgrabthem ment to WSJ. On m dis- ters. Buton iteou- gesaction without attachment.
edaway inprison in 2019 after be- - by the p\\*‘*y on an Access  secting interestrate shifts, it has now  ldnot be un-made. The doodle is being uddhism teachesletting goof
ing convicted first in 2008 of whi-  become America’s go-to for visual in-  seenaround the world, and mayattract desires. Jainism values renunci-
sexual abuse, and then aga- & ch was leaked to the pub-  nuendo. By injecting Trump's doodles - moreeyeballs than the Asia Cup. ationandminimalism. InIslam,
in in 2019 of sex trafficking. o licin October 20167 intofinancial reportage, WSJ has prod- Does itmatter? demo- Prophet
He had many friends in high The 2003 note I‘mm ucedheadlinessoviral, theydon'tneed  cracy hinge on whether Trump left a detachment from worldly excess.
places, including . Trump to Jeffrey cryptototakeoff. hairy signature on a birthday book or Christian mystics stressed sim-
‘WSJ recently claimed to have Epstein is framed by a Whether i is,indeed, Tru-  not? Orare Ameri justres in plicityand innersilence. MK
unearthed a 2003 ‘Happy Birth- hand-drawn silhouette mp’soraprank, wedon'tknow.Butwe  the theatre of theabsurd, looking fora Gandhi rejected not just materi-
day’notefrom Trumpaspartof £ ked d do know that America’s definition of moment of levity in the heavy saga of algreed butegoand pride.
abook with letters from fam- ofanakedwomanand ey just expanded. America has al- tariffs, wars, crackdowns, crime and Lettinggomakes us lighter: freer

ous personalities presented
to Epstein on his bmhday
Found and included in the
‘Epstein Files', the birthday

‘book has now been released by

isin the formof a
~«—\ scripted dialogue
Trump'sreplytoWS.J’s
first revelation was, ‘Tne-
ver wrote a picture in my

ways luved mrnmg minor mysteries

broken institutions? na country | that
itself

into Handwriting
analysis has been applied to ransom
notes, lovelettersand even the Declara-
tion of Independence.

Reboot, or Same-to-

Seema Sirohi

Trump's kinder, gentler words may
‘have been seen in some quarters in
Delhiasthefirst: in

thinking His claim tofame is
spe.ndmg four months in jail for
Trump,and that means he's
tolerated.
‘The ball is mostly in Delhi's
court. The negotiating team’s
ability to produce results in

the middle of uncertainty and LETTEI(FEUM
WASHINGTON

pressures of domestie politics
will define success. Tosay
nothingof the ‘hesitations of
history’ thatare back as overhang.

Timei thanafriend

statements and ignore the other; are

unhelpful.

Still, for Trump to say that the

two countries have ‘a special
relationship’and that ‘there’s
nothmg toworry about’ was

ynight,

and moreat ease with life’s un-
certainties. Life isa journey bet-

pubichairhas
produced an unantmpated national
unity in bipartisan belly laughter:

Same?

by Trump tariffs, That'snot true —
there-engagement started last year:
But the image of Putin, Modiand Xi

ween bir andevery-
thing in between is temporary.

PEAS IN A
PODCAST

Bordeerses

Migration is one of the most
divisiveissuesin the world.

‘medthe US
estabhshment
The overall sentiment in Washington
i inst India il i

Modi
—atadoveranxious —was
quick lest Trump change his
mind. Deeply appreciate and
fully reciprocate President
Trump’s sentiments and positiveas-
sessment of our ties. Indiaand lhe US

oil, or atleast notasmuch. Analign-
‘menton the issue is possible as before,
‘but not through public pressure. Simi-
larly on trade, cana deal be made soon-
errather than later? Trumphas rejec-
tﬁdfou.r previous drafts. Aside from

Not

ed to immigrants, espe-
cially refugees, in the
sameway Whyare "2
Somegroups

welcomed with
openarms i
/e a0, ""rm

phy that could stop the downward under the current ci haveavery
spiral in India-US relations. But in ‘The 50% tariffs on India remain, as ing Camprehensweand Global Stra ldbe different cast Tk d "The Migra-
‘Washington, his Friday messagewas  do threah of more sanctions (phase2 teg‘lc Partnership.” d dthat? of \ be- tion Oxford Podcast, Asym-
simply arestatement of facts:Indiais  and3).T Trump who beli i metrical Sympathies: The
astrategicpartner, but thereare seri- sureon Pntm toendthe Ukrainewar.  theIndiarelationship shouldn’ tbe Other countries have managed. How Global Nnrth's Response
Inshort,it'smistake ~ Th seemsinnomood  sacrificed onawhimmay h: id the dealand puni toP kers, digs
toseea ‘thaw’ because India was not tooblige. rea[:hedh]m PerhapsMamolmblo tive tariffs? What i
‘iced out’ in thefirst place. The UShas By Sunday, Trump of stateand NSA, as- How did they arriveat those huge num- Oxford University PhD scho-
had i with tradeand i i y serted himself. Orwas 1tSergm Gor, bersfor investments in the US? Clear- larIsabelle Lemay, and direc-
Nato Spendmg but ‘it doesn’t mean untries thatdo business withRussia.  the'Tr m mn y; th intent, not torof Migration Mobilities,
we'renotallies’ Treasury secretary Bessent was India? commitment. Universityof Bristol, Bridget
I.nlndla 'scase, Lhe hackgmlmdhas anEU-L ition to Tianjinhelped,asUSex-  If the India-US relationshipstabili- Anderson, unpack the concept
ch further punish perfs uniformly declared that India ses, forward movement on other fronts of ‘asymmetrical sympathies’
-—and isa pointof serious di: India of Putin. ‘wasbeing “pmhed' intoChina'sarms  suchas tech cooperation would bea —the tendency toshow warm-
ment. Indian importsmaynothaveto  Bessent thinks if he canforcethe - signal. It's lmportant thatthe Yudh thto certain migrants while
comedown tozero, but they can’'tbe20%  ‘collapse’ of the Russianeconomy, Abhyasarm ilifyi 'y explo-
of a]lRussmnolletpom The other peace will prevail. Fort Wainwri; Mn lm rehow media
‘major problem is lack of Tt i Thereare the h ited US narrati policy re-
‘months of ﬂeEMlﬂﬂDnS. nowi , despite BJPIT cell’s pen- National Defense Strategy reportedly inforce these biases. Britain,
which, incidentally, are ‘ongoing’. chant togointo overdrive and declare plans to smﬁfocusaway from Chi: {orexamplg extended support
How Delhimoves forwardonthetwo  victory —Indiadefeated the ‘bully’, and prioriti: west- tol
issues will determine progress. USof-  etc. Fact remains that the downward ernhemisphere. If true, the new stra- ers, yet, remains hostileto
ficialsstress that it'sunwisetoconfla- ~ spiral could have been avoided had tegy by Pentagon policy chief Elbrid- asylum-seekers crossing the
tethenoise (read: Peter Navarro)with  those on the spot paid greater atten- ge Colby would represent not only a English Channel.
the substance of what Trumpsays. tion to how to play (with) Trump and reversal of the current postura but Twukeyfaclorsshape these
Navarro's fulminations shouldn't be famlly Even now, selective takes, whi- alsoa turnaround in hi deser-
seenasa reflecti i tof Trump’s we' Prepare for moreshock and awe. vmgness whetherpeoplem
seen asfnrced mfugees orop-
por Two,
e - relatedness: degree of identi-
fication by shared his-
tory, culture and/or race. Cru-
cially, the discussion places
? today's disparitiesinalonger
history of controlling mobili-
ductionsfor these transactions. settingupUS subsldlanes creating ture techecusys!em,pmvende]iwery ty of the poor; rooted inclass,
If enacted, of off- y for multinational ili lof h'ghl, religiousand racial prejudice.
shored IT' servi risebynear-  contract i RecentUSim-  skilled STEM talent— pe Theepi: i a1
1y60% after factoringin th igration ch; including: thedomesticsupply of talent m[he for solidarity and publicedu-
i isarenewal U fallshort. Evenafter cation. Empathy shouldn't

Nitin Bhatt &
Jignesh Thakkar

By the time you're reading this, a few of you have
already come back from Apple’s Cupertino Hmeh yourla-
testharemof iGizmy beenh
nic’. With Tuesday's launch of the thinnest iPhone to date,

eraland state corporate taxes. Addx~
tional , suchasas0%

processes, stricter interview require-
high

factoring in the impact proposed un-
der the USHIRE Act, ingto

duty onimports wan.h&‘:ﬂ bn, would
further stretch tech budgets and alter
economics of offshoring for Ameri-
canenterprises.

actions, signal a tougher stance on tal-
ent mobility, For Indian IT firms that
relyon blended delivery models com-
biningonshore and uﬂ'shom teams.

Apple Watch series 11 that's one whol
ries 10, and ‘updated’ AirPods, Apple insists that all this is
‘awe-dropping!” And the villagers — sorry, —

will buy it hook, livestream, and synch-er: So, has the pro-
verbial boy cried the proverbial ‘Wolf!” again? You bet the
0.3 mm shaved off the latest iPhone model, yes. Tim Cook
knows huwtoputhpsﬁck onapigand call it the Yearui the
iPig. Th q

Indian IT companies may still be
20-40% more cost-efficient than US
onshore options.

However. toavoid business disrup-

sped. And the rest of the world will gasp seeing— and rea-
dingabout— them gasping. Not at cool features, but at how
Applestill manages tosellﬂejavuwrapped mhtamum

Apple'sversionof crying ‘Wolf!’
every September: And we sprint to the nearest Apple Store
like a Pavlov non- w01£ Somewhere not too deep inside, we
know the

causepaymgah:gherpnoethanlastyear’snstuff isaritual.

And in this cultof Cupertino, even thethi iP

hadow. Next year, expect the iPhone18:

sible. After all, who'd want to make it invisible i

stopat selective borders, whe-
ther of theUS, or of India.

Adding: tainty is thesco- tions, Indian IT companies may need
Global trade is ina turbulentera, with  peof the HIRE Act: tional uncertainty and cost pmssmes toplaninitiatives:

“iCo- the US imposing tariffs, sanctionsand  » Thedefinition of ‘foreign person’ Based on past trends, the leglsla(we > Intheshort term, priority should Right of AdmiSSIOn
bghmrlmmlgranunnﬂes while coun- couldpotenually include Wagespallfl path for the HIRE Ac!ma)L uc ut - %
triesare i icter data inthe US as wel assimilar; like the No Tax i, ehvewmnu~

CHEIS privacylaws. Th iariesof UScorpora- Bxeaksforoutsoummg Actandthe  nuity and assess contractual expo- Reserved inindia
shapingglobal businessdynamicsand  tions, which could impact GCCssetup  End f‘ in ure Apropos the Edit, Asylum Sys-

i i inndiafor inter-company transfers. i » Medium-term priorities include tem Can't Be a Halfway House'
ForIndia’s $250 bn IT sector—where B Anti-abuse provisionsmayalsoblo- nesslobbying. Hmvevet: todav spro productisation of services, accelerat- (Sep9), the country hastofirst
5560% of ck common ucha tectionist cli shoring ing Aladoption and offering outcome- take care of its own14bn people.
— the stakesare high. The USand Eu~ sentiment make the: nsk mcne credible.  based pricing. Ideally, giving shelter to persecut-
ropeaccount for over three-quarters L i dtolobby W Longter focus ed indivi irres-
of thisdemand, making the industry aggressively against the HIRE Act, ondiversifyingmarkets beyond the pectiveof religion is praisewor-
bs Theatrein San F torestrictionson talent citingitsimpacton competitiveness  USand Europe while increasing loc- thy However; practically speak-
mobility, offshoring and compliance. and costs. At thesame time, many will  alisation through near-shoreand on- ing, makingita free for all will

Even with tariff impactsand inflati- revisit shore pr beadisasteras it ishound tobe
onary pressures, US companies have -benefit While th Actmay stirdebate, especially when the eco-
mauage(l thanksto their offshoring hiringagainst; global delivery Clients  inject uncertainty amongclientsand nomies of Afghanistan, Bangla-
f But now may push for tax pricing, f global deli- deshand Pakistan arenot as vib-
faces significant headwinds. demand i rantasIndia’s. The six mmonty

Oneof the most consequential dev- greater use of local talent. There cou- tothe Hindus, C]

elopments is the proposed Halting hifttoward  economicii USenterprises ians, Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains. and
. And, yet, wereturn. Be- International Relocation of Employ- automation and Al along with vendor that depend on cost-effective global Parsis—that chose not toshift to
ment: (H[RE)Act inthe US Senate. The i 1 i mnova India during Partition are now
billa ceand resilience. te at «-zlp Hi being tof their unen-
Itpro- Despite these: cha]]enges, offshoring  will prevail. viablesituation. This isacorrec-

pﬂses a25% EXC]SE taxon payments to to Lndla ill P tion of their historical mistake.

ser peti 1 lmdemnd Thak- Giridhar Thakur
e and taxde. i f ama- ar i Y India Mumbai
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

QUAKE IN NEPAL

Pent-up discontent has pushed country’s youth to take to
streets. Delhi should keep a close eye on the situation
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‘WoRrDLY WISE
THE REVOLUTION IS NOT AN APPLE THAT FALLS
WHEN IT IS RIPE. YOU HAVE TO MAKE IT FALL.
— CHE GUEVARA

Listen to Gen Z next door

India should appear reassuring to Nepal’s

protesters, and support governance reform discreetly

AMITABH MATTOO

NEPALIS ON the boil. Agenerationisin revolt
athome, even as tens of thousands flee abroad
every monthTagELher the dynarmcs of street

HE MESSAGE FROM Nepal, where Pri KPSharma Oli resigned

Tuesday amid the worst unrest in years, is clear: Ignore the youth at your

peril. The social media ban by a fossilised leadership out of touch with real-

ities in a young country was a trigger. Nepal's youth were frustrated with
crumbling health and education systems, and disillusioned by entrenched corruption
and nepotism. That theiranger afterthe banon including Facebook,

protestandsilent crisis not just
of governance but of survival. For India, the
implications are immediate and pmfound
What inNepal,

it reverberates across an open border, shared
rivers and a deep cultural kinship. The ques-
tion is whether New Delhi can respond with

WhatsApp, Instagram, X, and YouTube, reflects adeeper churnin the Hil nation.
The government’s brutal response, which left at least 19 dead and more than 200 injured,
has only fuelled the rage of the youth. Protesters, who defied curfew orders, torched the
homes of ministers and senior politicians, including that of the ousted PM.

The“GenZ" demonstrations should be seen against the backdrop of Nepal's fraught po-
litical landscape. As this newspaper reported, almost every senior political leader in the
country fac ioncharge. They include Oliand five former prime min-
isters — Sher Bahadur Deuba, Prachanda, Madhav Nepal, Baburam Bhattarai, and Khil Raj
Regmi. The mi: has led to nationwide discontent. On social media, terms such
as "Nepo Babies" and “Nepo Kids" have been mzndurg. as the lavish lifestyles of political
family scionsarec ic inary citizens, especially the

youth,wh ed and low wage: i limate
vulnerabilities and natural disasters, has driven many young Nepalrs to leave the country.
According to a World Bank report, 82 per cent of the workforce remains in informal em-

vith the ecor

wisdom rather flex, learning from his-
tory to avoid missteps that could turn sympa-
thy into resentment.

The Gen Z protest that erupted after the
government banned 26 social media plat-
forms is unlike anything Nepal has seen.
Spread across all 77 district capitals, it has
claimed atleast 19 lives. Yet, this is not another
cycle of palace intrigue or regime change. Itis
a generational cry for systemic transforma-
tion, for governance that is accountable, and
constitutional reform that is credible and in-
stitutions that inspire trust.

For young Nepalis, the blackout of
Facebook, I and Xwas not
merely about apps. It was the last straw con-
firming what they. already suspected thata

ployment, far above global and regional averages. ile, power has continued to cir-
culate among the same ageing, colluding leader iftis iancesofc ience
inwhathasbecomeac isati f politics. Disenchantment tent

that protests, earlier this areturn to the monarcl in2008 after
adecade-long civil war. The recycling of political leadership also shines a light on a disturb-
ing reality — the youth lacked a meaningful political channel to voice their grievances. It's
nosurprise that they took to the streets.

ThlS is not the ﬁrst time in the recent past that youth-| led movemen!s have toppled

corrupt, stagnant
Ifthe protests are the loud rwult, migration is
the quiet rebellion. More than 4,00,000 depar-
tures annually, an average of more than 1000
aday, hollow out the very demographic that
should be building Nepal's future.
Remittances sustain the economy; they
are |ndee¢ the lifeline of the state. But they
dy a paradox: Tt arefinanc-

Last year, in
S e g ingasystem they no longer inhabitor believe
Infa N N ended Hasinals lif:—ye.arrul.e_ Insil in.Those who stay behind challenge the state
Lanka,in2022,¢ and economic that led to soaring inflation and in the streets. Both stem from the same ero-
acute food and fuel shortages sparked a revolt that bmught down the Rajapaksa family. sion of trust.
India should conti d and remainvigilant. In But the roots of this crisis lie even deeper.

the wake of the turmoil in Nepal, New Delhi should keep a close watch on how the politi-
cal situation in the country unravels. It should be alert to a Bangladesh-like regime change
and be ready to safeguard India's interests amid the flux.

THE 12TH DOCUMENT

SCorder on Aadhaar being a valid document for inclusion in
Bihar's electoral roll is welcome. EC must heed its spirit

HE ELECTION COMMISSION of India’s (EC) Form 6, through which citizens

apply to have their name included in the Electoral Roll, asks for applicants’

Aadhaar details “for the purpose of authentication of entries”. The Special

Intensive Revision (SIR) of the voters' list in Bihar excluded arguably the most
ubiquitous proof of identity in India from the list of 11 documents for inclusion into the
final electoral roll. This discrepancy was not a mere oversight — it symbolised what ap-
peared to be a fundamental shift in one of the country’s most important, independent and
respected institutions. On Monday, the Supreme Court bench comprising Justices Surya
Kant and Joymala Bagchi ordered that the EC include Aadhaar in the list. The directive
has corrected an approach, which, by all accounts, was becoming exclusionary. Moving
forward, the EC must respect the spirit of the verdict as much as its letter.

Inaddition to its independence, the EC's credibility has been built, over decades, on the
back of a simple and powerful idea: No citizen — rich or poor, in a high-rise in a big city or
inabarely-accessible village in the Himalayas — will be denied theright tovote. In practice,
this idea requires a robust process and periodic revisions to ensure accurate electoral rolls,
which inclusion of every citizenand, as a corollary, the exclusion of non-citizens.
Unfortunately, in the rushed SIR in Bihar, the focus seemed to be on the corollary rather
than the fundamental principle. In the past — for example, before the 2007 Uttar Pradesh
Assembly electi onducted through door-to-door of

hexerci

Nepal's domestic politics has become asource
ofinstability. The resignation of Prime Minister
K P Sharma Oli underscores the volatility of
Kathmandu's coalition system and the ex-
haustion of a leadership style built on sharp
rhetoricand nationalist posturing. His depar-
rather,
itdeepens uncemm[yabout succession, shift-
ingalliances and the credibility of politicalin-
stitutions. The major parties — the Nepali

An unstable Nepal risks
exporting volatility across a
porous border. Any collapse
of state capacity will be felt
in Bihar and Uttar Pradesh,
in Sikkim and Uttarakhand.
The flows of people, ideas
and anger are too intimate
to be quarantined. India
cannot afford complacency.
History offers a sobering
reminder. In Bangladesh,
student protests initially
animated by local grievances
were quickly refracted
through an anti-India lens.
Perceptions of overbearing
interference by New Delhi
turned sympathy

into hostility.

Congress, CPN-UMLand Maoist Centre — re-

Voic -ational al partner hips, cul~

main consumed by tactical and
leadership rivalries rather than structural re-
form. Pushpa Kamal Dahal continues his bal-
ancing act, while Sher Bahadur Deuba
searches for relevance. The constitution, hailed
in2015asalandmark, hasyet todeliver stabil-
ity. Instead, frequent changes of

turalexc
themagency. The symbohsm of: scholarshrps
and internships may matter as much as hy-
dropower deals. Second, it should support
governance reform discreetly. Assistance in
drgrtal infrastructure, cyberregulauon andin-

Id be framed as

blurred llnes between governance and pa-

partnership, not prescription. Third, it must

eof corruption have
eroded public faithin institutions. For Nepal's
Gen?, this political theatre has lost legitimacy.
They see a system more invested in power
games than in delivering jobs, justice or dig-
nity. This erosion of credibility explains why
the protests cut across geography and class,
and why the exodus is accelerating.
Whenacounnylusesus youth to martyr-
domi; abroad it risk
undermining its national security founda-
tions. Economic growth falters, political legit-
imacy withers and social cohesion frays. For
Nepal, this convergence of revolt and exodus
is existential. For India it is strategic.
An 1

palr volatil-

‘political uncertainty. Oli's resigna-
tion has left a vacuum that will be filled by
shifting alliances. India must keep channels
open toall parties, civil society and especially
to Nepal's restless youth. Finally, India must
demonstrate strategic patience, trusting
Nepal's capacity for course correction, while
remaining a dependabie neighbour.

The GenZ protests and the youth exodus
are two sides of the same coin. Both signal a

villing toaccept th

Whetherthey remainin Nepal ordepart, rherr
message is unmistakable: Legitimacy must be
earned, notinherited.If Nepal's leaders donot
hearit, the state itself risks erosion.

For India, the lesson is equally clear.

ityacn pse of state
capacity willbefeltin Bmarand Uttar Pradesh,
inSikkim and Uttarakhand. The flows of peo-
ple, |deas and anger are too intimate to be

afford ¢ Y.

Strategici are best served not by tacti-
cal manoeuvres but by nurturing trust —
among leaders, yes, but above all among the
people. The border that unites is too open to

1} anin-

History offers a sobering reminder. In
Bangladesh, student protests initially ani-
mated by local grievances were quickly re-

cted through an anti-India lens. Perceptions
of overbearing interference by New Delhi
turned sympathy into hostility. Nationalism
thrives on the idea of the foreign bully, how-
ever benevolentits intent.

flection point. The largestyuurh movementin
itshistory and the largest exodus inits history
i il Both

against a state that has failed to deliver. Both
threaten to hollow out the country’s future.

India cannot dictate Nepal's destiny, butit
can choose how itresponds.Ifitacts wrth wis-
dom, foresightitcan he

notrepeat that Nepal's transformation is peaceful, dem-
Heavy-handed drploma(y overt polmcalalxgn» ocratic and enduring. If it miscalculates, for-
mentor oun-  getting of itrisks turn-
terproductive. Respect for oupled  inggoodwill i i ce.
with quiet but firm engagement is the wiser The stakes are stark: A neighbour either
path. Bilateral irritants persist. Dispi renewed or . The choice, in part,
cartographic claims, energy coopemnon and isIndia’s.

cross-borderinfrastructure demand deft han-
dling ForNew Delhi, d—redra]lenge is toengage
without
outbeing patronising.

First, India must first listen to the youth. It
mustdemonstrate thatit hears Nepal'syoung

The writer is professor and dean of the
School of International Studies, Jawaharlal
Nehru University, and an honorary
professor of International Relations at the
University of Melbourne

SINCARAZ ERA IS HERE

Self-awareness and a hunger to improve drive Alcaraz and Sinner

SRIRAM VEERA

EL MUNDO, A Spanish newspaper, captured
the stereotype about Carlos Alcaraz and Jannik
Sinnershortly after the Spaniard's triumphat
the US Open. * [He| reminded us of the most
important difference between an artist and
an engineer...While Alcaraz's magic flowed
wildly, Sinner accumulated all the unforced
errors he never makes, Bang, bang, bang. The
cyborg was human, and there is no finer hu-
‘man than the Spaniard.”

votersand over longer periods. The onus of “proving” voters' eligibility was not on the elec-
tor but the EC. The SIR, in effect, sought to reverse that burden. By mandating the inclusion
of Aadhaar — a biometrically verified document that arguably forms the basis for India’s
welfare architecture — the Court has eased that burden, while also making it clear that
Aadhaaris nota proofofciti inthelistof 11 werenot.

It shouldn’t have taken a court order for the EC to include the 12th document in
Bihar's SIR. As early as July, the SC had suggested that Aadhaar be included in the list
of accepted documents for the exercise. The EC has said that the SIR will be conducted
across states. With the exception of recent events, the Commission has had few
blemishes on its record. Moving forward, it should live up to that record — a nudge
from the judiciary.

ip, justas many other doc

PURULIA TO PALESTINE

Venice Film Festival award for Anuparna Roy recognises an artist
who has found ways to give expression to silenced voices

MPHASISING THE NEED to take cinema to the hearts of the common people,

Ritwick Ghatak once said, “We need to take mobile vans to villages to exhibit

cinema." Decades later, a young woman from avillage would reverse the jour-

ney —shewould carry a story from rural Bengal to Venice, marking a historic

moment for Indian cinema. On September 7, Anuparna Roy became the first Indian to

receive the best director award in the Orizzonti section at the 82nd Venice Film Festival

for her debut feature Songs of Forgotten Trees. In that moment, she embodied a rarely
recognised fact: Some spaces still celebrate films “which are not fitted into the boxes".

Roy’s film, a tale of two migrant women in Murnbar — one an aspiring actor and part-

time sex workerand the other,a callc forasuitabl choes

herownj fromPuruliadistrict i i, acity of unfulfilled as-

prranon& Her llved experience, understanding of the anxieties of migrants, and the com~
herstorytelling. Comis ewhere“gi

off early, given rations instead of books in government institutes”, with the memory of her
friend Jhooma, whowas married at 13 underastate scheme, only tobe * 'vamshed (hereaher
Roy has stood against suc ilencing of these d their.

Roy's is not selective solidarity. She stood by Palestine on a global stage: “Every child
deserves peace, freedom, liberation, and Palestinians are no exception... It's a responsi-
bility at the moment to stand by Palestine.” When she was a teenager, her parents would
discourage Roy from pursuing her dreams due to the uncertainties associated with the

k: “Will you becc Satyajit Ray?" Perhaps,
she will. Perhaps not. She has, however, already made her mark as Anuparna Roy.

Onecan tempta-
tiontoreachout for that trope. Alcaraz has the
magical drops and slices, and the mind-bog-
gling talent to make abrupt changes in lines
and lengths of his shots. He also seems more
human with his gasps of joy and fist-pumps.
Hedrags usinto the battle asif we are playing
alongside him. Sinner keeps us at aslightdis-
tance. Remarkably, it seems he keeps himself
too at a distance with his masterful control
over his emotions.

Asynopsis of their games has got the ten-
nis world to draw this conclusion: Alcaraz,
who has been inconsistent in the past, hasto
play perfect tennis to beat Sinner. Sinner, who
has been “predictable” in the past, has to ei-
ther wait to pounce on Alcaraz's inconsistency
orgetbeyond hiscomfort zone. Be thatas may
be, what's the future of this great rivalry?

IfswhatSinnerand Alcaraz said after the
US Open final. Sinner had not only absorbed
the defeat, but already knew what he needed
to do: “I'm gonna... trying (sic) to do some
changes, trying to be a bitmore unpredictable

Sinner seems to have the
ability to bounce back. He
has been constantly
improving his game from
serve to forechand. Just
check the whip he unleashes
on that forehand for
starters: The racket actually
faces behind before he
whips up and over to
pummel that ball.

as a player and because I think that’s what |
have to do." Alcaraz too hit the nail on the
head: “The consistency of my level during the
whole tournament has been really, really
high, which I'm really proud of, because it's

that['ve been i "That

It'snotasurprise then that Sinnerseemsa
prototype foraway of playing that people are
terming cyborg-ish. “Jannikis now aleaderof

self-awareness and deep-rooted desire todo
what's needed toimprove set these two apart
from the rest.

Sometime back, Sinner's first tutor
Riccardo Piatti had distilled the essence of his
former student: “A compcmlve arrogance
border
onisticarasentealla cattiveria”). Piatti had also
introduced a mind coach Riccardo Ceccarelli
to Sinner. Ceccarelli helped Sinner build his
“mentality monster”, bringing decades of sci-
ence-based mental training methods.

The thing that Ceccarelli aims forand that
isseenamply in Sinneris an “economic brain”.
“What does it mean to have an economic
brain? It means that you are not affected too
much by emonon doubt, anxiety, which

himself,and heneeds. So, thi
is our goal.1have to help you develop a deep
You need to know yourselfin

your strong points and in your weak points,
inan honest way, because sometimes we try
to hide... We have to focus on finding the
weaker points,and the more we find, the bet-
ter chance we have,” Ceccarelli says.

Perhaps that's why Sinner seems to have
the ability to bounce back. He has been con-

tant] e to for
hand. Justcheck the whip he unleashes on that
forehand for starters: The racket actually faces
behind before he whips up and over to pum-
mel that ball.

Or.check Alcaraz's tweaked backhand that
Andre Agassi gushed over a few months ago.
He yanks the racket back with a straight right
arm, and after an almost unnatural pause,
rams it in the slot. Agassi had talked about its

highc ion,and
tension," Ceccarelli said. Ina chat with Carole
Bouchard's Tennis Sweet Spot, the good doc-
tor talked about one specificexercise of play-
ing table tennis. “They switch off lights, play
table tennis against a shooting ball.. trying to
reach a high level of performance, but with
the feedback of how much you activate the
body and the brain being in front of you. So
yougettolearntobe fastand precise, butwith
the muscle relaxed and the mind free..."

effecton the “They don't know if
he's going to hold, pull it across..," he said.

Sincaraz, as the tennis world calls them
now, sweat on these nuances and are con-
stantly updating themselves. One might show
his emotion on court, the other might seem
cold and calculating, but that's just their on-
court personalities. In the end, both care—and
that’s the most human trait out there.

sriram.veera@expressindia.com
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CONGRESS IN PUNJAB

THE PRIME MINISTER, Rajiv Gandhi, as-
serted that the Congress (I) was fighting the
Punjab elections seriously, would come
back to power and provide an effective gov-
ernment to the state. It had put up candi-
dates stronger than those of other parties,
he said. Talking to a group of editors, Gandhi
said that the complaint that the party had
putup weaker candidates was from a group
of senior partymen but Congress would be
stronger in the field without them.

THAI TURMOIL
THAI TROOPS CRUSHED a coup attempt

epaper.indianexprem.. .

masterminded by a disgruntled former
Army Colonel after a 10-hour confronta-
tion in which authorities said four people
were killed and 59 wounded. Among the
dead were two Western journalists caught
ina hail of gunfire in the centre of Bangkok
from tanks manned by rebels. The
dawn putsch, involving up to 500 rebels
who commandeered 22 tanks, collapsed
after the government issued a “surrender
ordie” ultimatum,

BOEING’S OFFER

IN A BID to stay in the race for the sale of
new aircraft to the Indian Airlines, the
Boeing company has come up with an al-

ternative “time-bound” offer. The new of-
fer, made just before the IA board in New
Delhi to discuss and take a decision on the
selection of new aircraft for the airline, is
for the sale of the 140-seater Boeing
737-300 jetliner at a cost of about
$25 million apiece.

IRAN-IRAQ WAR

IRAQ SAID THAT its forces had crushed an
Iranian offensive in the northern sector of the
Gulf war zone, killing thousands of Iranian
soldiers. A statement read over Baghdad
Television by a military spokesman said: “We
have crushed the Iranian offensive in the
northern sector after a day-long battle.”
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Who wants to live forever?

Slowing ageing and extending lifespans could transform societies, producing older but
more active populations. Social consequences of longevity research could be profound

BY C RAJA MOHAN

THE GEOPOLITICAL SIGNIFICANCE of the
Tianjin summit of the Shanghai Cooperation
Organisation and the Beijing military parade
will be debated for some time. But a brief ex-
change between Russian President Vladimir
Putin and Chinese leader Xi Jinping may turn
outtobe farmore consequential. Forit pointed
to the fascinating idea of transhumanism.

Duringalive broadcastof the parade com-
memorating the 80th anniversary of Japan’s
surrender in World War II, Putin and Xi were
overheard talking about the possibility of ex-
tending human lifespans. Putin said:
“Biotechnology is continuously developing.
Human organs can be continuously trans-
planted. The longer you live, rhe younger you
become,and (you can)evenachi

with Al" to remain relevant.
The Valley's billionaires are not alone.
Philosophers and scientists have been build-

ity.” Xireplied: “Some predict thatin this cen-

tury, humans may live to 150 years old.”
Later, Putin confirmed toreporters thathe

and Xi had been mﬂectmg on bm[edmology

ism. Oxford's Nick Bostrom has defined it as
aneffort to transform the human condition
through the ethical application of science and
ol 1

-longevity

“Moder (radical of life), super-intelligence
icalmean: d (cognitit ement),and superwell-be-
replacement,, humanit ing (the ination of suffering and the ex-

tive life will continue dlfferemly thanit does
today.” Immortality has long been a quest of
human beings. All mythologies record this
temptation in different ways. But the goal is
recognised as elusive and that mortality isvery
much partoflife on earth. lmmonahty iscer-

pansion of human capability). The transhu-
manists believe that technological progress is
at hand to liberate us from biological con-
straints. They view ageing, disease, and even
death not as destiny, but as engineering chal-
lenges that can be solved.

tainly notround orner, -ant agenda rests on rapid

advances in science and technology But ex- prog'ress in the growing convergence of sev-
longer periods, eral scientific frontiers.

ists think, is within reach. One of these is genetic engineering and

Thattwo of the world's most entrenched  longevity science. Tools like CRISPR have raised

rulersareinterested in living longer is hardly hops ofmpamngde(ecuveDNA.delayu‘gage—

surprising. Putin has been in power fora  ing, Inneuroscience,

quarter of acentury, and under currentcon-
stitutional arrangements, can remain presi-
dent of Russia until 2036. Xi, who took over
as China's supreme leader in 2012, has al-
ready removed the term limits that con-
strained his predecessors. Both leaders are
convinced that they are men of destiny. So
‘why not take advantage of science and tech-
nology in extending their life and reign?
While Russia and China are investing in
anti-ageing research, the greatest ﬁuw of cap—
ital and

brain-machine mLe:fams like! Neumhnkunag
inedirectcommunic
computer lost capaciti d

tually amplifying intelligence.
Al-based cognitive enhancement is an-
other such frontier. Outsuun:mg parts of hu-
ould radically ex-
pand leasomngand memury The potential of
cryonics reserve
bodxes or’ up[oad" mmds mlodlg]w] systems

st circles.

nologies is still in Silicon Valley. If Putin and Xl
are intrigued by the prospect of longer lives,
the Valley’s “tech bros” withit.

Cybernetics and augmentation tools like
nmﬁthsm‘ znd bionicimplant
i line

According to a report in The Wall Street
Journal over the weekend, Silicon Valley is
pouring billions of dollars into start-ups, re-
search labs, and nonprofits dedicated to
longevity. Elon Musk, Jeff Bezos, and Peter
‘Thiel are among the most visible champions.
Bezos has backed Altos Labs, a biotech com-
pany seeking to reprogram cells to reverse
ageing. Thiel has invested in multiple anti-age-
ing ventures and haslongargued that “death
isaproblem to be solved.”

Musk, meanwhile, goes beyond anti-age-
ing to the fusion of human cognition with
machines. His Neuralink project is already
experimenting with brain-computer inter-
faces to help paralysed patients regain func-
tion; he insists that humanity must “merge

between human and machine. Militaries, un-
urprisingly, hemost interested in
building “super-soldiers”.

The social consequences of longevuy re-

extendmg healthy lifespans could transform
sodieties, producing older but more active pop-
ulations. With birth rates collapsing across
muchoftheworld, suchadevelopmentcould
provide an answer to demographic decline.
Instead of shrinking workforcesand spiralling
welfare costs, societies might see citizens pro-
ductively engaged well into their second cen-
tury. These technologies also makeit possible
to imagine journeys into deep space and the
“colonisation” of other celestial bodies.

But transhumanist technologies also risk

‘With birth rates collapsing
across much of the world,
such a development could
provide an answer to
demographic decline. Instead
of shrinking workforces and
spiralling welfare costs,
societies might see citizens
productively engaged well into
their second century. But
transhumanist technologies
also risk deepening inequality.
Access to radical life extension
or cognitive enhancement will
not be universal. In societies
already scarred by disparities
of wealth and power, the
prospect of a biologically
privileged elite— literally
living longer and thinking
faster —will raise sharp
political and ethical questions.

CR Sasikumar

deepeninginequality. Access toradical life ex-
tension or cognitive enhancement will not be
universal. In sodieties already scarred by dis-
parities of wealthand power, the prospect ofa
biologically privileged elite — lilerally living
longer and Lhmkmg fasrer — will raise sharp
political and ethit , the
deployment of these technologies could Iead
to a technological dystopia with its tempta-
tions for designer babies and eugenics.
Religious traditions condemn the ambi-
tionto*play God". ch-
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‘WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The young folks, or members of Gen Z, are gathering today at Maitighar Mandal
in Kathmandu to say ‘enough is enough’. They will no more silently tolerate one
after another injustice heaped upon them. The government would be foolish to

take them lightly.”

— THEKATHMANDU POST, NEPAL

The global stage,
on our terms

Pact with European Free Trade
Association reinforces India’s
image as a trusted partner

European green finance, technology part-
nerships, and capital earmarked for sus-
tainability. For a country balancing the
twin challenges of economicdevelopment
and climate action, this infusion of trust
and resources could not be timelier.
India’s clean energy march is already
ive. As of July 2025, the country has

SMRITI IRANT

THE RECENT SIGNING of the Trade and

achieved a total non-fossil fuel energy ca-
pacity of nearly 243 GW, including 116 GW
of solar, 52 GW of wind, and nearly 50 GW
of hydroelecrnc power. This is 50 per cent

Economic P (TEPA)

between India and the European Free
Trade Association (EFTA) — its comprises
Switzerland, Norway, Iceland, and
Liechtenstein — has rightly been hailed as
alandmark. It is India’s first comprehen-
SIVE trade agreement with a groupmg of

of y capacity from non-
fossil fuel sources, five years ahead of the
target under Nationally Determined
Contributions to the Paris Agreement. Along
with hydro, geothermal energy is finding
freshattention, and green hydrogeniis being
positioned as the fuel of the future. Yet, the

d European ec

p
The pledge to promote investment of
about $100 billion over 15 years in India
and facilitate up to 1 million direct jobs is
an unprecedented commitment in a free
trade agreement.

TEPA is not just a trade pact, buta
strategic statement symbolising India's
transformation into a globally integrated,
confident nation that places its own prior-
ities at the centre of global cooperation. It
shows that India can negotiate on equal
terms’ w:th advanced economies, securing

load power source to complement the re-
newables which workintermittently. Thisis
where nuclear energy presents a com-
pelling solution. Here lies one of India’s
most significant untapped advantages, its
thorium reserves. India holds nearly a quar-
ter of the world’s thorium, a fuel that is
clean, safe, and abundant. Unlike uranium,
thorium does not pose the same risks of
proliferation and fits squarely into our fu-
ture energy security vision.

India's three-stage nuclear programme

nology appears to mock doctrines that locate
eternal life in divine grace. Concepts like
“mind-uploading” trash the idea of the hu-
man soul. By promising engineered perfec-
tion, [ranshumamsrn risks erodmg what
ur ourlim-
its, even our mortality. For critics, the move-
mentisasecular parody of religion, offering
salvation without transcendence.
Beyond this, there is —a

& prioritiseits long-te
interests. It reinforces India’s image as a
trusted partner and also a vote of confi-
dence in India’s vision of an Atmanirbhar
Bharatand its Make in India strategy.
One of the most immediate benefits
from TEPA will be enhanced market ac-
cess for Indian goods and services. EFTA
countries have agreed to eliminate or re-
duce tariffs on 92.2 per cent of tariff lines,

more radical current that rejects the assump-
tionofh ionali: i

ing 99.6 per cent of India’s ex-
ports by value and to provide duty-free
for all non-agricultural prod-

argue for dissolving the boundaries between
humans,animals, machines, and the environ-
ment. Where transhumanism seeks to per-
fect fu-
ture beyond it.

Putin and Xi are unlikely to live to 150, let
alone achieve immortality. History suggests
that political mortality is harder to avoid than
the biological one. Political change may inter-
ruptwhatever biologic tech-
nologies promise, Czar Putin and Emperor Xi
can't delay forever their dates in heaven with
Peter the Great and Karl Marx. Their fates
might| ience catchesup
with their ambitions.

But these technologies and debates are
here to stay. Even more consequential is the
emerging debate un what itmeans to be hu-
man. India’s spiritt ical tradi-

ucts. For Indian exporters of organic
chemicals, textiles, gems and jewellery,
and industrial products, this is a new op-

has long thorium as its even-
tual goal, but scaling it up has remained a
challenge. This is where TEPA may play a
key role and serve as a catalyst.

With the EU's Sustainable Finance
Taxonomy classifying certain nuclear ac-
tivities as aligned toiits objectives, India can
potentially tap into European funds ear-
marked for green transitions to support pi-
lot thorium projects. Collaborative research
with partners like Norway, which has led
inthorium fuel irradiation testing and has
a specialised research ecosystem, can ac-
celerate the research and practical rollout of
thoriuminIndia’s energy mix. By develop-
mg thorium energy, India would in time,

portumty For consumers, l[
competitive prices and more chmces,

India has secured commitments
across 128 sub-sectors from Switzerland,
114 from Norway, 110 from Iceland, and
107 from Liechtenstein. These commit-
ments would benefit India's information
technology professionals, business serv-
ice providers, and skilled workforce, re-
inforcing India’s role as a leading services
hub of the world.

However, far beyond the tariff conces-
sionsand enhanced market access, TEPA's
power lies in enabling strategic and tech-
nvloglcal collaborations for India, thereby
ing access to the wider European

tionsare well. eqLupped toengage with these
ethical issues.
To be effective, LhouglL India needs to in-

vestalot hnologie:

The objective can't be lengthening the lives of
our political class or the super-rich but to de-
ploy them for collective good athome and con-
tributing to the global regulation of their safe
and ethical use.

market More importantly, EFTA's ad-
vanced capabilities in precision engineer-
ing, pharmaceuticals, health sciences, re-
newable energy, and frontier technologies
align with India's needs. With its skilled
talent pool, India can not only absorb these
technologies but also adapt, scale, and in-
novate them to meet the demands of its
domestic market and beyond.

This synergy comes at a critical mo-
ment. India’s pledge to achieve Net Zero

d power and ex-
port technology, expertise, and even reac-
tor designs to other nations.

TEPA is, therefore, a template for how
India will engage with the world in the
years ahead —confidently, strategically,
and with a sharp eye on aligning partner-
ships with domestic aspirations. The tariff
cuts and market access will bring imme-
diate relief to exporters and service
providers. The binding investment com-
mitments will channel capital into indus-
tries that create jobs and expand capacity.
The technology transfers and strategic col-
laborations will strengthen India's march
toward Net Zero, while also supporting on-
going nuclear-energy-related innovation.

In an era where trade is increasingly
tied toresilience, supply chain diversifica-
tion, and climate commitments, TEPA is
bothan economicand diplomatic asset. It
is proof that India's economic diplomacy is
now assertive, visionary, and aligned with
the imperatives of a Viksit Bharat. By har-
nessing the strengths of its partners and
combining them with the talent of its peo-
ple, lnd:a is semng the stage foran energy-

Thewriterisc editoron

international affairs for The Indian Express

A double failure

Bill on removal of ministers charged with crimes is bad law, liable to be misused

YASHOVARDI[AN JHA AZAD AND RISHAV RANJAN

THERE ARE MANY issues the authors of the
Indian Constitution did not deliberate upon
for the simple reason that they could never
conceive of situations where bills would lie
in the President’s or Governors’ offices
without reason, or jailed chief ministers or
prime ministers would run governments
from prison. Those early decades saw Lal
Bahadur Shastri resign over a railway acci-
dent, taking moral responsibility, and there
was no question of a minister remaining in
his post after being arrested.

Asaformer police officer, I consider the
prospect of arresting a sitting chief minister
daunting. There are sanction requirements
under the Prevention of Corruption Act,
prior approval under the Code of Criminal
Procedure, and legislative privilege if a ses-
sion is in progress. These are not shields of
deference, but checks rooted in the spirit of
the Constitution —an arrest of a person car-
rying the people's mandate must never be
casual. The Constitution (One Hundred and
Thirtieth Amendment) Bill, 2025 raises con-
cerns at three levels: It unsettles the
Constitution’s basic structure, itignores ju-
dicial precedents, and it weakens the colle-
gial sanctity of the council of ministers.

The Bill provides that a Prime Minister,
Chief| Mmlsteronmmsterwho remainsincus-
tody for 30 consec hargescarry-
inga punishment of five years or more, must
be removed. The President or Governor is

bound toacton the advice of the head of gov-
ernment, and if no advice is given, the office
falls vacant automatically. Reappointment is
technically allowed once custody ends.

Legislators are disqualified under the
Representation of the People Act, but only
after conviction. The Bill lowers that thresh-
old to pre-trial detention. As observed with
several Prevention of Money Laundering
Act cases, bail is constrained by the notori-
ous twin test under Section 45. Custody is
then extended by repeated

damaged in public perception.

The Bill centralises power since only the
PM or CM may advise removal. The colle-
gial sanctity of the council of ministers is
reduced to the discretion of one. The con-
cern is not technical; it is constitutional.
Concentration of such authority under-
mines the balance the framers envisaged.

A judicial review of the President’s or the
Governor'sorder for the removal of ministers
isavailable.InSRBommai(1994),SCheld that

hile the advice of the PM to the President or

prosecution complaints filed by the
Enforcement Directorate, which delays the
trial indefinitely. A 30-day custody trigger
is no marker of guilt, but only an example
of how long i igations take and the

CM to the Governor cannot be examined, the
factual basis of action taken can be tested.
Courts may therefore look atwhether the 30-
day custody condition was lawfully met. But
thatislittlec By the time courtsde-

state's power to prolong detention.

Thecritical issueis the difficulty of getting
relief or bail. In A K Gopalan (1950), the
Supreme Court upheld the Preventive
Detention Act without assessing the fairmess
of the law and implied favouring state power
over individual liberty. This was rightly re-
versed i in; Maneka Cundlu(l?ﬂs)where Article
» .

aliberal

cide, the elected leaderis already removed and
the people's choice set aside.

InA R Antulay (1988), the Court struck
down procedural shortcuts that bypassed
the rights of an accused under Article 21.
Removal on the basis of custody alone,
withoutjudicially tested thresholds such as
frarnmg of charges or conviction, is a con-
i shortcut.

anyact
curbing life and liberty has to pass the test of
fundamental rights under Articles 14 and 19.
Yet, remedies to approach the Supreme Court
or high courts may take longer than the 30-
daydeadline in the Bill. Thereis no remedy for
a people’s mandate once dishonoured.
Reappointment cannot restore the dignity

The Bill thus weakens the basic struc-
ture of the Constitution. It shifts the deci-
sive power from Parliament and courts to
the unelected executive. Thiserodes parlia-
mentary democracy and the rule of law
and affects a dilution of judicial review, all
of which the SC has protected as part of

the Basic Structure.
The Joint Parliamentary Committee

by 2070
of its energy ecosystem. The target of in-
stalling 500 GW of renewable energy ca-
pacity by 2030is ambitious but achievable,
provided partnerships are forged to access
finance, research, and innovation at scale.
TEPA will help by opening avenues for

secure, i driven, and climat
silient future. The road ahead is long, but
withTEPA, India has set a new benchmark
for what future global partnerships must
aspire to achieve.

The writer is a former Union Minister

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

GEN Z REVOLT

THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘19 killed in
Gen Z protests against Nepal social me-

SCOUT NEW MARKETS

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, Trade
mustgoon' (IE, Septemberg) The tariff

issue its trade

dia ban, corruption’ (IE, 9).
™ X . =

must now decide. If acc is the
goal, the remedy should be tied to judicial
precedents, not to the power of an inves-

Nepal left
KPSharma Oli with no option but to re-

horizon beyond American soil. Asia and
the EU offer more markets for the con-
e

sxgnByﬁnngbullets

ing ial media ban, th

tigative agency. Without such
the amendment risks making equality be-
fore law a mask for executive overreach.

There is a dilemma before the nation.
‘The Bill prima facie satisfies the concern that
those in jail cannot be allowed to govern.
After all, government officers under judi-
cial or police custody for more than 48
hours face suspension. So should the Bill be
scrapped only because of the dangers of
misuse? The biggest charge against the CBI
and ED is that they are active against
Opposition politicians, sparing those from
the ruling party. If cases are mounted
against the Opposition, and with bail condi-
tions being stringent, it's quite possible that
the threshold of 30 days will be crossed in
most cases. But this Bill fails on both counts
— not only is it liable to be misused given
the precedent, but it is also bad in law. As
the largest democracy, we cannot afford to
have such an enactment.

Azad, former IPS officer, served as Central
Information Commissioner, Secretary
Security, GOl and Special Director,
Intelligence Bureau. Ranjan is an advocate
at the Supreme Court

epaper.indianexpressicom .. .

government sealed its fate. Social media
platforms are central to political debate
in Nepal. The disillusionment with the
governmentover cortuption, censorship,

us
market. Evenif the US rolls backits tariff
regime, India should not slacken its ef-
forts to scout new markets. India has a
trade deficit with many countries — the
time has come to augment exports to
these i d

and lack of y and

econ

mentsor ial trad

the streets and escalated into clashes
with the police. The government should
have observed restraint.

G David Milton, Maruthancode

RAY OF HOPE

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Seta
higher bar' (IE, September 9). India’s vic-
tory as hockey champions in Asia has
ignited hope. Eight Olympic gold
medals in hockey is a rare feat. But it is
distressing that since the Moscow
Olympics —more than four decades ago
— the Olympic gold medal has been out
of reach for India. In this context, the
Asia Cup laurel is a morale-booster for
the team.

Jiji Panicker K, Chengannur

This is needed for India to become a

manufacturing hub. Tariffs have only ex-

pedited the efforts in this direction.
Devendra Awasthi, Lucknow

‘WELCOME MOVE

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘A nudge to
business' (IE, September 9). The simpli-
fication of GST is a welcome change.
With fewer slabs and less confusion,
compliance will be easier for businesses
and consumers, Reforming the GST in
this way createsa more transparent and
pred:ctable taxation process, which
and -onomic
growth. The reform s a practical step to-
wards the true ease of doing business.
Vaibhav Kochar, Ludhiana
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WHY FRANCE'S GOVERNMENT HAS
COLLAPSED, WHAT COMESNEXT

FRENCH PRIME Minister Frangois
Bayrou handed in his resignation on
Tuesday, a day after losing a confidence
vote that plunged the country into a
fresh political crisis.

President Emmanuel Macron has said
he will appoint a new Prime Minister in
the coming days, who would have to
forma new government.

Bayrou, 74, was ousted after his mi-
nority government called for €44 billion
of budget cuts to tackle France's mount-
ing public debt. He was the fourth Prime

French Prime Minister Frangois
Bayrou resigned on Tuesday. AP

Minister in two years under Macron,
whose second term in office has been
dogged by political instability.

in the eurozone after Greece and Italy,

and equivalent to almost €50,000 per

What triggered political instability?

The roots of the political crisis in
France go back to June 2024, when
Macron took a gamble and called snap
parliamentary elections just two years af-

French citizen, according to a report by
the BBC.

The budget deficit last year was 5.8%
of GDP, while the corresponding figureis
likely 5.4% for this year.

ter he was re-elected. France also has an ageing population,
Macron made the dEClSIOn following ~ with fewer workers being taxed and

abruisingloss of hi: epartyin  morecit

the European Parliament vote,whichhad ~ which has resultEd in masslve puhllc

taken place earlier that year. The spending.

President hoped to achieve “a clear ma-
jority in serenity and harmony”.

However, the elections resulted ina
hung, divided Parliament — the National
Assembly — split among three groups.
The left alliance, which won the most
seats, fell far short of a majority. The far-
right National Rally got the most votes,
butdid not have a majority. Macron's cen-
trist coalition lost seats, butit wasa signif-
icant third bloc.

‘This situation has madeitdifficult for
any Prime Minister to garner the neces-
sary support to pass Bills and the yearly
budget. Michel Barnier, who was ap-
pointed Prime Minister last September,
lasted only three months until he was
ousted over the budget.

Bayrou has suffered the same fate. He
had to resign just under nine months af-
ter he came to office last December.

Bayrou had argued that France’s debt
crisis could be tackled only by slashing
government spending.

That is why Bayrou wanted to slash
the deficit by redefining generous so-
cial programmes, including state pen-
sions. On Monday, he said that France
was on “life support” and addicted to
spending.

However, attempts to curtail social
benefits have been politically difficult in
France, as has been made clear by con-
flicts in 2023 over Macron’s decision to
raise the retirement age to 64 from 62.

‘What happens now?

Although Macron has said that he will
soonappointanew Prime Minister, it will
be a difficult task for him to find a name
sufficiently unobjectionable to at least
some of the parliamentary opposition.
‘The President took aweek to find the last
two Prime Ministers — Barnier and
Bayrou— and choosing the third will not
be any easier.

Bayrou is expected to continue as
caretaker till the time the next Prime

Minister is appointed.

Why is France in a debt crisis?

There has also beenademand forearly

For decades, France’ ha
spentmore money than it has generated.
This has forced the country to borrow to
coverits budget.

In early 2025, the government said
that its public debt stood at €3,345 bil-
lion, or 114% of the country’s GDP. This
is third only to “the highest public debt

'y elections, especially from

Marine Le Pen’s National Rally. However,
there is a strong opinion that a new vote
‘would be unlikely to change much.

Far-left parties have called for
Macron's resignation, but he has rejected
theidea.

ANAGHA JAYAKUMAR

HOW SCIENTISTSTESTED SHARED
SENSE OF COLOURS AMONG HUMANS

AFTER DECADES of brain re-
search, scientists still aren’t
sure whether most people
seethe same way, especially
when it comes to colours.
They do, however, un-
derstand which parts of the
brain handle vision. Itis even
possible to deduce whatone
is seeing by looking at an
MRI scan showing which
parts of the brain are light-
ing up. Researchers would first show a
subject in the machine several i images,
how their brain
Then, they would randomly show oneof
and, b, on activ-

NEW Rl

PAPER

CLIP

SEARCH

ways see colour the same way.
“The Dress "? A decade ago, mn.lhcns of

tricrings thatwere red, green
oryellow. They calculated an
average colour-induced re-
sponse in the brain. This re-
sponse was then used toreli-
ably predict the colour and
brightness of what the 15th
person was looking at.

The researchers reported
their findings in a paper pub-
lished Monday in The Journal
of Neuroscience. They indicate

that colour experience is very similar for
different people.
And yet, people definitely do not al-
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Why is Kathmandu burning?

Aday after 19 young protesters were killed in firing by police in Kathmandu, Nepal’s capital was engulfed
in flames, and the country appeared to have no government left. PM K P Sharma Oli resigned, and
President Ram Chandra Poudel was at an undisclosed location under the protection of the Army

An aerial view of smoke rising from the Federal Parliament of Nepal, in Kathmandu, after it was set on fire during anti-government protests on Tuesday. P11

'YUBARAJ GHIMIRE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 9

‘GenZ'protesters, enraged by the repressive ac-

tions of the K P Sharma Oli regime, set fire to
government buildings, offices of major politi-

The h

POLITICAL INSTABILITY IN NEPAL

KPSharmaOli bec{:mePMon]uly 15,2024, and resigned on Tuesday. Nepal has had

2008, not one of which

afull five-year term.

security operations from Tuesday evening,
and
the forces.

Itis unlikely that the Army will step into
adirect political role. However, it will prob-
ably have to take the responsibility of facili-

tothe publictoc with

pages, inc

in high places.

cal parties, and the homes and offices of top po- mom[::sSf}nNepal S I1y ['-\{.1996' v
litical functionaries, including several former including the Ranas, who had a syst system - Mnm
Prime Ministers on Tuesday. of hereditary PMs. were than T
Several Ministers and politicians were at- ousted in 1951, and a parhamemary decade—longcml war that followed.
tacked and injured by protesters who defied a democracy was established.
curfew and roamed the streets of Kathmandu o
and some other cities in Nepal. Military heli- IN1961, KingMahendra banned IN2008, the monarchy was abolished,
coptersrescued membersofthe Olicabirietand  political partiesand returned toa andNepalbecameafederal
most others who were targeted. centralised system of government democratic m)ubhc'l‘he Maoist 'Ieader
knuwn as“Panchayat”, which Pushpa l(amal Dahal Prachanda
his power. became PMin August that year.
Nepal's capital, and why are they angry?
A cuuple of months ago, some Facebock IN1990, some parties la"mh:sdd:e IN2015, Ne@‘ﬁﬂ’ﬁ:;ﬁv{m the
i called Next G =
began % “People’s Movement”, to restore first time in October that year, but had
l::g:; in Nepl‘;':zs; ?,?Eﬂga‘i‘:?‘;ep;::s;g;; multi-party democracy. King Birendra ~ toleave the postin 2016. He became
lifted the ban on political parties and PM again in 2018,2021, and 2024.
No specific individuals appeared to be ended the “Panchayat” system. REUTERS

promoting the posts, but it was clear that
most of them belonged to a generation that
was bor between 1996 and 2012, the cohort
knownas “GenerationZ", or‘GenZ.

The young people, teens and those in
their 20s, expressed their angerand frustra-
tionat the corrupt political system —and the
immunity that politicians who have run
Nepal by turns since the republic was cre-

ban on social media, which was fulfilled on
Monday evening. In more general terms,
they sought an end to corruption, social in-
equality, and the lack of job opportunities.

‘Whose houses were attacked on Tuesday?
The protesters had planned a rally near

ated in 2008, have git lves fromin-
vestigation or accountability.
The cnncnsm especxally targeled the ex-

House, but the excessive use of

— both of whom are close to Oli — were
stripped and paraded.

Arzu Deuba’s house in western Nepal's
Dhangarhi, and Prachanda’s residence in
Chitwan were razed to the ground.

The protesters also set ablaze Nakkhu
Central Jail in Lalitpur in the Kathmandu
Val]ey and set free Rabi Lamichhane, chief of

force ovoked

anexplosion of fury. Protesters, some of whom

Party (RSP)and apow-
erful critic of Oli, who was imprisoned there.

the political players,
along with maintaining peace and tranquil-
ity in the absence of the government.
Nepal stand in this crisis?
The protesters have targeted almost all
senior political leaders in the country.
Balen Shah, a former rapper in his 30s,
and RSP leader Lamichhane, a former televi-
sion anchor, have expressed support for the
C.enZ proresters The pro-monarchy Rasmya

T Party (RPP)isc resign-
ing from parliament en masse.
Does the former King of Nepal figure

anywhere in the present situation?

The former King, Gy.mendra Shah has
senta
ilies who have lost one or more members in
the violence, and he has wished aspeedy re-
covery to those who have been injured.

He has also issued an urgent appeal to
allsides tossit togetherand find a solution to
the crisis, which suggests that he may be
willing to play a role similar to the one en-
visaged for the monarch by the country's
pre-republic Constitution.

Itislikely thatan interim government will
be formed after a decision is reached on the
political agenda.

having resigned,

travagant li wards rying weapons, went
of semorpolmcxans, and like  page against political figuresand ~ With th
‘Nepo Babies' and ‘Nepo Kids' trended onli buildings hois in charge in Nepal

A couple of weeks ago, the government
banned 26 social media platforms, including
prominent ones like Facebook, WhatsApp,

ity, guess the image.

In new research, Andreas Bartels, a
professor of visual neuroscience at the
University of Tiibingen in Germany, and
Michael Bannert, a postdoctoral re-
searcher in Bartels' laboratory, used that
technique to find out if most humans
have a shared sense of colours.

ienced

of human vnsmn ‘when lookmgattheph&
tograph. The neurons in everyone’s reti-
nas would have sent roughly similar vi-
sual signals to the brain, but their brains
interpreted the signals very dll’ferently
“Colours. arenot justa physncal pmperty

“Colour

Fifteen people were placed inan MRI
machine and shown expanding concen-

cludesa calculation by the brainabout the
illumination.”

THENYT

X,and YouTube, for regis-
ter with the authorities by a certain deadline.

The digital ban took away the primary av-
enue that GenZ was using to vent, comment,
and seek solidarity among themselves, and
greatly aggravated their anger.

The frustration boiled over on Monday,
when large numbers of young people came
out on the streets, and 19 were killed after
police and security forces opened fire.

‘The protesters did not put forthany spe-
cific demands other than the lifting of the

They burnt or vandalised the residences
of at least five former PMs — Oli, Pushpa
Kamal Dahal ‘Prachanda’, Madhav Kumar
Nepal, Jhala Nath Khanal, and Sher Bahadur
Deuba. Some of them were roughed up be-
fore they could be rescued by the Army.

Rajyalaxmi Chitrakar, the wife of former
PM Khanal, died after suffering serious burns
when their house in Kathmandu was torched.

Deuba and his wife Arzu Deuba, who is
Nepal's minister for foreign affairs, were as-
saulted, and the former PM sustained seri-
ous injuries.

Finance Minister Bishnu Prasad Paudel
and Member of Parliament Eknath Dhakal

No clear way forward was v151ble on
Tuesday. Ther

How is India looki is situation?

Indiawill be deeply concerned as its next-
door neighbour burns. But it will find itself
facing a delicate situation, asit is seen as be-

tion of Parliament. The unprecedented situa-
tion pointed toa further deepening of the con-
stitutional crisis and potentially, the collapse
of the current system and the constitution.

Army Chief General Ashok Raj Sigdel has
appealed for calm and is believed to have
urged politicians including Kathmandu
Mayor Balen Shah to move forward towards
national reconciliation.

Could the Army step in to playa
significant political role?
Nepal's Army said it would take charge of

ing aligned more closely with some sides of
Nepal's body politic. India lostits traditional
goodwill with the monarchy and the Nepali
Congress when it led the international ini-
tiative to abolish the monarchy, and bring the
Maoists to the centrestage of Nepali politics.

Late on Tuesday evening, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi chaired a meeting of India’s
Cabinet Committee on Security, which dis-
cussed the developments in Nepal.

“The violence in Nepal is heart-rending.
‘The stability, peace and prosperity of Nepal
are of utmostimportance tous,” the PM said.

Bhupen Hazarika at 100: Why ‘the voice of Assam’ continues toresonate

SUANSHUKHURANA
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBERS

ASSAM HAS begun its year-long birth cen-
tenary celebrations of poet, singer, com-
poser and filmmaker Bhupen Hazarika,
who was born on September 8, 1926.

Ina tribute to the legendary artiste in The
Indian Express, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
wrote, “More than just a voice, he was the
heartbeat of the people. Generations have
grown up listening to his songs, each word
resonating with themes of kindness, social
justice, unity and deep-rooted belonging.”

For Hazarika, who passed away in 20]1

river
ing metaphor. So much so that his voice has
often been equated with the river, next to
which he grew up, lived, and died.

Early life and musical learning
Borninunified Assamin 1926 in Sadiya,

avillage next tothe Brahmaputra's deepest
pmm Hazarika was the eldest of 10 chil-

aschoolat

(1939). He also learned music from Rabha.
After school, Hazarika studied political
scienceat {indu University, where

Slbasagar, His father, Neelkantha Hazarika,
began by teaching at this school before
moving to Cotton College in Guwahati.

Hazarika often credited his understand-
ing of music to his mother’s lullabies and
the tribal music of Assam that he grew up
around. In fact, one can spot the touches of
the lullabies in his film, the Dimple Kapadia-
starrer Rudaali (1993).

Hazarika's talent was spotted when, as
a 10-year-old student of Tezpur Govern-
ment School, he sang at a public event. In
the audience were poet, playwright, and
founder of Assamese cinema Jyotiprasad
Agarwala, and composer, writer and polit-
ical activist Bishnu Prasad Rabha.

After this, from 1936 to 1940, he accom-
panied Agarwala on his trips to Kolkata,
where he recorded a couple of songs, one of
them being in Agarwala’s film Indramalati

he was fascinated by the shehnai of Ustad
Bismillah Khan and would often visit him to

the nuances of Hii las-
sical music. In 1948, after working briefly
with All India Radio, he got a
scholarship and went to do a
PhD in Mass Communication
from Columbia University in
New York.

Music as social conscience
Both Agarwala and Rabha were active

EXPLAINED

CULTURE

the Northeast and the cultural richness of
hi i i 1 d
caste better, and wanted to fight against it
when he couldn't marry an upper-class
Brahmin woman.

Whilein the Umred States, Hazanka was
deeply

atoolof protestand reslstanca
After returning from the
US, Hazarika joined the
Indian People's Theatre
Association (IPTA).

Hazarika and the ULFA
Inthe turbulent early 19805. when lhenz

participants in the Ind dence struggle
against the British. Agarwala also intro-
duced Hazarika to the political writing and
satire of Irish playwright George Bernard
Shaw. While at BHU, Hazarika knew former
PM Chandra Shekhar well and attended
many political meetings with him. He felt
that there was political indifference towards

ising againstillegal
and a fear of cultural erasure in Assam,
Hazarika's songs, originally written against
the system, became popt

The Assam Accord of 1985 led to some
peace. When the ULFA was founded with
Paresh Barua as its ¢

ued violence led to disillusionment among
people.

At an event marking 50 years of AIR
Guwahati in 1998, Hazarika as chief guest
spoke of peace, following which he received

h 1l from Barua, whoi ©
have told him that he also wanted peace.
Hazarika even offered to be the mediator
between the Union government and ULFA.

“lused todomany road shows before —
one-man shows from village to village.
During those shows, I have met many an-
gry youngmen who have said to me, “Dada
gaana chhod do aur gun le lo," (Leave your
song and pick up the gun). Itold them that
mygaan(song)ismy gun,” hesaid inanin-

for her first film Ek Pal (1986), followed by
Rudaali(1993)and Daman (2001). The two
developed a very close personal and pro-
fessional relationship that lasted until
Hazarika's death in 2011.

In his long career, Hazarika wrote and
composed over 1,500 songs, made 14 films,
scored music for about 70, edited maga-
zines (Amar Pratinichi and Pratidhwani), au-
thored books and won numerous awards,
including the Dadasaheb Phalke for his life-
time contribution towards Indian cinema
and a Padma Bhushan. He also headed sev-
eral organisations, including the Sangeet
Natak Akademi and Assam Sahitya Sabha.

1n2010, the Bangladesh government an-

terview with The Rediff. nounced its highest civilian honour for
5 Hazarika.
An expansive career Haunka alsohad ashort political career.
Hazarika c i for  He fought il and was an MLA
Bengali films from West Bengal as well as  from 1967-72. He joined the BJPand also con-
der-in-chief, h. He met ker Kalpana d the Lok Sabhaelection uwahati.

ithad the support of many, but the contin-

epaper.indianexpressicom .- .

Lajmi in the 1970s and composed the score

However, he lost to Congress's Kirip Chaliha.
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In Manipur, trust
eludes peace process

fforts towards peace and normalcy in Manipur
Ehave. yet again, encountered obstacles. Two recent

developments were dubbed as signals of progress
in the strife-torn state - the renegotiation and signing of a
tripartite agreement with two Kuki-Zo insurgent groups
and thestate governmenton the Suspension of Operations
(S00) with rebel groups, and an assurance from the Kuki-
Zo Council to facilitate free movement of commuters and
goods on NH 02. These moves unravelled within hours of
their announcement, as the Coordinating Committee on
Manipur Integrity (COCOMI), which claims to represent
the Meiteis, stated that the revival of the SoO would legit-
imise the violence it said was bemg perpeu ated by Kuki
groups. It also noted that the Manip ation

TARIFF FALLOUT

UStiltfailed India
oninterests, principles

Staunch alignhment with
the US has made India
appear neither realist nor
idealist on the global stage

JAGDISH RATTANANI

foreign policy is about national

interests, not moral principles.
Looking at the way Donald Trump
has upended carefully nurtured
global agreements - from trade to cli-
mate change - it should be clear that
short-termism, defined in the narrow-
est ible way, is the staple of Ameri-

It is not uncommon to hear that

lacked the constitutional and moral authority to negotiate
the pact. An influential Kuki-Zo group also rejected the
agreement to ensure free mobility on the highway and
warned against more umlateral decnslons The United
Naga Council datradeembargo
from Tuesday to protest the fencing of the India-Myanmar
borderand the scrapping of the free movement regime on
NHO02.

Former Chief Minister N Biren
Singh had unilaterally terminated
the So0, aggravating the situation
in the state. The decision further
confirmed Singh's image as a lead-
er who is partial to his own Meitei
community in its longstanding
conflict with the Kukis. The block-
ade of the highway had partitioned
Manipur between the valley, which
is dominated by the Meiteis, and

Consensusis
key.Moves such
asthe So0
renegotiation

have not found
all-round
support

can foreign policy today. While Trump
is blatant and often unsophisticated,
the policy is not necessarily out of sync
with American traditions. Nothing
makes this clearer than former US
Secretary of State Henry Kissinger’s
remark (attributed to him by the Nixon
eradiplomat Alexander Haig, whosaid
he heardit) in the 1970s: “America has
no permanent friends or permanent
enemies, only interests.”

Other administrations might speak
inadifferenttone, butthe effectof their
actions has been nodifferent. Consider
Barack Obama, Nobel Peace Prize win-
ner, who killed more people in drone
attacks on Afghanistan than any other
President firing from military drones.
In his defining 1939 book on interna-
tionalrelations (7%e Twenty Years Cri-
m 1919 -1939), E H Carr spoke of the

the hill areas where the Kukis have

the upper hand. Its reopening could have enabled free
movement of people and goods between the two parts of
the state, which now exist like two regions on either side
ofaborder.

TheSoOrenegotiationand the reopening of the highway
appear to have been initiated as part of a run-up to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s scheduled visit to the state.
That these moves were rejected by some of the groups

not Iders were involvedin thediscus-
sions. The situation in Manipur is complex, and any effort
towards resolution needs to be built on wide-ranging con-
sultation, involvingall relevant parties. With aserious trust
deficitin play between the administration and the warring
groups, this process becomes long-drawn and difficult.
Dialogue becomes even more complex under the Central
rule. The state Chief Secretary has said that “all signed
agreements will be honoured.” If that means imposition
of the agreements, it would not make a difference on the
ground and might even exacerbate thesituation.

Present flaws must
inform future city

" I .‘heKamamkagovermnem’s plantobuildthe Greater
Bengaluru Integrated Township (GBIT) at Bidadi,
touted as India’s first ‘Al City’, is nothing short of au-

dacious. Spanning 9,000 acres, itis envisioned asa second

central busi district (CBD) for B u, powered by

Artificial Intelligence and digital twin technology (which

uses historical and real-time data to mirror current con-

ditions and simulate future scenarios). With its promise
of sustainable living, cutting-edge industries, and lakhs of
jobs, GBIT could become a global showcase of futuristic
urban planning. But thewarningsigns are clear: unless the
governmentavoids the mistakes that brought Bengaluru to
lts knees, GBIT will collapse underthe sameweight of poor
ing,unchecked h, and civi hy.Karnatakais
beingoffered asecond chance,and it must not squanderit.
The first hurdle is land acquisition, with a section of

farmersraising the red flag. The government has floated a

‘landowner-as-partner’model, offering compensationand

developed plots to affected families. However, unless this

process is transparent, fair, and participatory, GBIT will
follow the ill-fated Aerospace City, where years of protests
forced the state to abandon the project. Without the trust
of farmers and other land owners, GBIT will never take
off the ground. Equally crucial is
to ensure that GBIT does not be-
comea carbon copy of Bengaluru’s
dysfunction. The capital’s endless
traffic snarls and crumbling infra-
structurearethe product of car-cen-
tric planning and unregulated real
estate. GBIT must flip this model
onits head. Publictransport should
form the backbone of the city, with
metro, suburban rail, or bus rapid
transit tightly integrated into com-
pact, walkable neighbourhoods.

Wide, obstruction-free footpaths,

cycling lanes, and car-free zones should be non-negotia-

ble. If GBIT is designed around cars, it is doomed from
the start. Environmental safeguards are also vital. GBIT
must embrace ‘sponge city’ principles with permeable
pavements, rejuvenated lakes, and ecological corridors to
guard against flooding. Zero-waste policies and strict en-
forcementagainstviolatorsshould define governance, not
remain hollow promises. The pledge of 1,100 acresof green
space must be sacrosanct, not quietly eaten up by builders.

Governance will ultimately decide GBIT’s fate. A pow-
erful, politically insulated, and accountable township
authority mustbe created to enforce zoning laws, demolish

Withintent, the
proposed GBIT
couldbea
model of

sustainable
living and
accountable

governance

of “cloakin;

in a guise of moral principles

tury-old observation that remains an

enduring insight into the operational

realities of American foreign pohcy
Intoday's context, giventh

hit witha 50% tariff—among the worst
treatmentsofall nations-whatarethe
lessons that stand out? Given the new
and nasty threats emerging from the
US that ITand other services will soon
face tariffs, the question is urgent.
Further, as India takes on an im-

over iastic on one side.

To orchestrate and then overread
thesignificance of events like ‘Namaste
Trump’ or ‘Howdy Modi’, to overem-
phasise what is being called personal

SPEAKOUT
Weshould only buy swadeshi goods, why

R
Sy

buy foreign items now;
especiallywhen GST has

beenreduced?

Shivraj Singh Chouhan,
Union Minister

Those are my principles, and if you don’t like

them... well, Thave others.
Gi

roucho Marx

chemistry, or to wt tedly align
w1th the US, seen for example in the
ined fromaUN General

portant counterbal effort and
works on newer alliances and revisits
partnerships, related questions on how
the country manages the tightrope be-
come even more important. The most
significant event was the very visible
participation of Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi at the 25th Heads of State
Council meeting of the Shanghai Coop-
eration Organisation (SCO) at Tianjin.
Pictured with the Chinese Premier

Assembly resolutionin June 2025 call-
ing for a ceasefire in Gaza, have been a
double whammy: they did not secure
Indian interests and they did not make
India stand on principle - showing
up as neither a realist nor an idealist.
Thelosses weigh heavily on the Indian
51de Incidentally, the entire SCO bloc
forthe June resoluti
whuhwasmled Pmtemon ofcivilians
nd land}

Xi Jinping and the Russian President
Vladimir Putin, did not India send out
an important message to the US? Did
notthe US President reactimmediate-
ly, blowing hotand cold? First, he com-
plained that Indiaand Russia were lost
to China, and then stressed a special
relanonshlpbetween the USand India,

ness of the removal of the cloak and
the nakedness of American policy, the
how does India respond?
It is a positive sign that India has not
caved in to American demands. These
ar and
must not meet, notably in terms of re-

moving controls on agro and dairy im-
ports, which the US has been pushing
for a long time. The import of Russian
crude by India has been on the list of
the grouses; it serves America to push
India to open its markets even more.
Now that India did not bend, and was

welcomed i by Modi. But
asShashi Tharoor quite correctly asks:
Can India forget Trump’s insults and
the tariffs?

Learnings and losses
That India stands punished despite all
the cosying up to Trump should make

an
obligations’. No one from the BRICS
nations, the SCObloc, orindeed South
Asia (other than India) abstained,
pointing to a misalignment in Indian
orientation vis--vis the SCO nations.
The argument from some quarters
that India will command global atten-
tionand willbe courted becausemsan

TO BE PRECISE

economic powerhouse thatwil

the world’s third-largest economy car-
ries limited appeal. Thereis, of course,
ahighinterestin India, butwithasharp
focus on how its market can be made
available for Western businesses. On
exports, India does not hwe a weII dl»
versified por

entontheUS, enabling that countryto
squeeze and threaten asit has.

Inall this, it is interesting that India
has made use of Gandbhi to build on
the policy of “strategic autonomy” in
response to Trump's actions. An un-
named top government spokesperson
has been quoted as explaining India’s
reaction to Trumpin these words: “We
have followed the Gandhian satyagra-
ha model... You hit us, surely it hurts
us... but we will not hit back. Nor w1[l
wedoyour signon thed
line.”This has the marks of reaching for
ahigh moralground, but Gandhian sat-
yagraha will demand much more from
India. Itwill challenge India on aligning
with Israel while it bleeds Gaza. And it

it clear that over is never
a good ticket and is even counterpro-
ductive, particularly if it gets seen as
desperation to be included in a given
global order. This holds whether the
tiltis towards one side or the other. In-
dia has already burnt its fingers being

will rai her difficult
that, iffollowed through, will help India
stand erect and tall in a world that still
bows to Gandhi.

(Thewriter isa journalist and
faculty member at SPJIMR;
Syndicate: The Billion Press)

RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE

Lessons from the slow seasons

Embracinglife’s slow
cycles teaches us valuable
lessonsabout patience and
resilience
VIKRAM V

iving in Riyadh, we've just
emerged from the peak of sum-
imer, where temperatures soar to
nearly 50°C, makmg outdoor actlvlty

ofwisdom for those who observe. The
transition from summer to winter
doesn’t happen overnight; it unfolds
gradually, minute by minute, day by
day. And in thatquiet persistence liesa
profoundlesson. Anumber of times we
feellikea particular month orayearor
evenasingle day is a drag, yetdecades
pass by inablink ofan eye, and therein
lies the amazing paradox of nature.
Often, when we’re stuck in difficult
phases, we act hastily, trying to force
change. Iftha(does nothappen wecon-

nearly i
rives, the weather begms to ease, but
thereal winter arrives only by mid-No-
vember. [have livedin the Middle East
now for more than fifteen years and
by all means should have been accli-
matised. Yet, the impatient part of me
wonders yearafter year—why couldn’t
summer disappearabit earlierand win-
ter comeinabitsooner?

Then I paused to reflect. Nature

sultanastrologer

tionwhichoftencoincideswitha turnin
thecycle for the better! Butjust like the
seasons, life too moves in cycles. Few

\; life’s

hlghs and lows than cycling through
mountainous terrain. I was a cyclist
and experienced it firsthand. The up-
wards sloping road is a drag, while the
downwardslopingoneisabreeze. And
thisrepeatsin cyclesoveralongcycling

equanimity, even the harshest periods
pass, giving way to renewal.

‘Take the amazing case of the giant
redwood tree native to California. They
are the largest trees in the world and
native to groves of the Sierra Nevada
mountain range of California. Some
of these trees live for more than four
thousand years. During a recent visit
to a museum in Washington, I stood
inawe before the massive trunk of one
such tree, which was around three
thousand years old. These trees grow
slowly over a number of years, reach-
ing majestic heightsand growing mas-
sively in width. Contrast that with our
desire to double our money in three
months. While thatmay be unrealistic,
what is possible is multiplying wealth
manyfold—if we have the discipline to
waititoutforalong timeand resistthe
urge to tamper with ourinvestmentsin
moments of market volatility anxiety.

Nature teaches us that enduring

INPERSPECTIVE

Olisfallata
digital flashpoint

GenZ fury engulfs
Nepal. Rebuilding
trustindemocracy
will be aformidable
challenge

KS TOMAR

tolerance of dissent at a time
when ruling politicians faced
allegationsof corruption.
The eruption of anger re-
flected deeper frustrations.
Fourteen governments in 16
years, spiralling prices, and
dynastic privilege have left
citizens disillusioned. Social
media had become the only
real public square for youth
and cutting it off meant si-
lencing theirvoice. Therevolt

lormer Nepal Prime
Minister K P Sharma
Ol alked
down the same road as Bang-
ladesh’s Sheikh Hasina, with
strikingly parallel political

spread withoutparty banners
orcentral leadership, making
itharder forsecurity forcesto
contain, Earher bans on Tik-

trajector Tok and ti ing internet
moil. Whatb hadalreadyraised i
ing resentment among Ne- cionthattheState wasedging

pal'sGen Z-angryatrampant
corruption, broken promises
of post-Covid recovery, anda

towards authoritarianism.
Into this volatile mix entered
pro- munarchytorces Though

suddenbanon
platforms-hasexplodedir mto
afull-blownstreetrevolt. The
violence has claimed more
than 22 lives. Mobs torched
the houses of the outgoing
PM, ministers, and MPs,
With the police over-
whelmed, the army has
stepped in, urging protest-
ers to abandon arson and
destruction. Nepal's great-
est challenge lies not just in
quelling the violence, but in
its leaderless character. The
protestors — an amorphous
blend of youth activists and
anarchists - have no identifi-

mar
staged a massive rally a few
months ago that showed roy-
alist sentiment was far from
extinct. Analysts believe such
elements infiltrated the cur-
rent protests, adding muscle
totherevolt.

Moment of reckoning

The country’s challenge is
formidable. While misin-
formation, cybercrime, and
hate speech are legitimate
concerns, equating govern-
ancewithinternetshutdowns
risks branding the State as
repressive. The fragile econ-

able ip. The original
flashpoint, the social media
ban, has already receded
into the background. The
demand now is larger: jobs,
accountability, and a clean
break from political rot.

For now, experts dismiss
fears of an army takeover,
insisting democracy isnotin

danger. Butunless

om;
Inflation has eroded house-
hold incomes, youth unem-
ployment remains high, and
dependence on remittances
leaves the countryvulnerable
toexternal shocks.

At its core, the crisis
stemmed from the govern-
mentenforcingsweepingrules

the new government finds a
way to address the grievanc-
es of a restless generation,

Inasocietywheresocial media
is the primary tool of connec-
tion, protest, and survival, the

doesn't rush. It moves in slow cycles, route, prettymuchliketheundulations growth is never rushed. It’s cultivated the flames on Kathmandu’s  Oli administration badly mis-
indifferent to our impatience, yet full we face in real life. With patienceand  with patience, resilience, and time. scouldreturnstronger  calculated thedeptk

than before. ment. Yet, thereis onestriking

Not: ing the deci- difference from Nepal's past

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Reverting to ballot papers defies logic

Karnataka'’s decision to revert to ballot paper instead

of EVMs is based on the specious argument that ballot
paper is tamper-proof, unlike EVMs. (In polls, trust out-
weighs method, Sep 9). This argument is misconstrued
and apparently stems from the fact that Congress
suffered a series of electoral reverses, alleging that
electronic voting machines have been tampered with.
In fact, EVMs have been subjected to the Supreme
Court’s scrutiny and certified as tamper-proof, but

Nothingwrong

Apropos ‘In polls, trust outweighs
method’ (Sep 9), there is nothing
wrong with the Karnataka govern-
ment’s decision to use paper ballots
for the coming local body elections.
Recent revelations about the work-
ing of the ECI have raised significant
concerns about its integrity, impar-
tiality, and professionalism. Several
incidents of EVM tampering have
been reported in recent years, and
these cannot be dismissed, given that
new techniques may render even
dal i ibleto

illegal constructions withouth and usetechnology
for real-time monitoring. GBIT is Karnataka’s rare oppor-
tunity to build the city Bengaluru should have been. If the
government succumbs to short-term greed, it will create
not a model for the future, but Bengaluru 2.0 - another
sprawling, broken, and unlivable metropolis.

manipulation. People’s trust in the
voting process is the foundation of
our democracy, and only paper bal-
lots can promote it. Even EVMs are
costly to manufacture, maintain, and
store. By using recycled paper, we

can limit the environmental impact
of paper votes. Booth capturing and
vote stuffing are relics of the past,
which can be minimised with stricter
securityand digital oversight. There
must be valid reasons why even the
most advanced nations rely solely on
paper ballots. Let a trial run of paper
ballots in the state’s smaller local

Congress suffers from self-induced mistrust. The sys-
tem of ballot papers is cumbersome, costly, and takes
alot of time to produce results, besides being liable

to tampering by strong-arm methods. Ultimately, if
Congress loses again, which system will it blame? The
whole system depends on integrity. EVMs are well-test-
ed, and resorting to ballot papers is a retrograde step in
this electronic age.

HRBapu Satyanarayana, Mysuru

impression that the state doesn’t
have poor people, but it should be
done with an absolute goodwill

to rehabilitate the poorest. Many
nations have tried to prevent public
beggary but have not succeeded.
Beggary exists due to governments’
failure to compassionately address
people s poverty caused by unem-

elections retest their
Kamal Laddha, Bengaluru

Doitwithdignity
Apropos ‘Mizoram's beggary ban:
Reform or denial?’ (Sep 9), Mizo-
ram’s ban on public beggary, if exe-
cuted with care and without harm-
ing human dignity, is a welcome
decision. The state Cabinet’s intent
to prohibit public begging should
not be merely to give the world an

and wrong
socm economic policies. Makinga
law banning public beggary is easier
than enforcing it; the solution lies in
creating adequate job opportunities,
providing education and shelter for
the poor and marginalised.
JANathan, Bengaluru

sion to lift the ban on social
media platforms, peace will
return only when the leader-
less agitators are brought to

ble, anuphill

upheavals: the absence of an-
ti-India rhetoric. During my
posting in Kathmandu while
covenng the restoranon of

1 com-

task forany . Nepal has
beenacountrywhere political
barrles spill onto the streets.

ber 8, that famil-

ly
Delhi of interference. This
time,withcommunistsin pow-
er,Oli i | pointi

1ar rurbulence returned, but
with a distinctly 2Ist-century
twist. Thistime, th_esparkwas

gersatIndia—a welcome shift
for bilateral ties, Meanwhile,
Beijing hasnoincentive to en-

not royal or con-
stitutional deadlock, but the
government’sabruptdecision
tounplug the digitallifeline of
itsyouth: social media.
WhattheStatedescribedas
enforcement of “digital regu-
lation”wasseen by millions as
an assault on free expression
and connectivity. For a coun-
trywhereover 90%ofinternet
users rely on these platforms
for news, remittances, tour-
ismpromotion,and evendaily
commerce, the blackout was
not just inconvenient; it felt

courage unrest
withKathmanduarecurrently
smooth.

The lesson from this re-
voltis clear. In today’s world,
curbing online spaces is as
combustible as curbing the
ballot box. Just as past gen-
erations fought for political
freedoms, today’s youth are
battling for digital rights.
Lifting the ban is only the
first step, but dialogue with
young citizens and leader-
less agitators remains the
real test. Unless democratic

bility is restored,

Oli argued that extremist
elements hijacked the pro-
tests, while officials insisted
the 26 defaulters were only

Nepal risks sinking deeper
into its old cycle of protest,
repression, and instability —
only thistime fought bothon

bein; lised. Yet, on the thestr
Our readers are welcome to email letters to: <,
letters@deccanherald.coin only letters s\reets thislooked les like Ie« (The wnler lsaxlmleglc
emailed - not ~will b ted) like affairs and senior
Al letters must carry the sender’s postal political censorship. Themove  political analyst based in
address and phone number. ingin-  Shimla)
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PANORAMA

Greedvs legacy Bengaluru's heritage sites under siege

CAPT G R GOPINATH (RETD)

on't pawn the state’s herit-
age family jewels to builders.
Itisasacred bequest that wehave to
leave for posterity.
Nobel Laureate for Literature V'S Nai-
y id e =

thatit

toseeln-
diagoing thewayof Dubai and Singapore.
A great country is more than glittering
malls, skyscrapersand concrete flyovers.
Bengaluru has ancient parks; historic
d : A cihiiral

spaces like Lal Bagh and Cubbon Park; the
High Court, the Vidhana Soudha, and the
RajBhavan; the Bangalore Palacesetamid
200-odd acres of woodland; Tipu Sultan’s
Summer Palace; St Mark’s Cathedral; the
Bull Temple; the Chitrakala Parishat; the
Ravindra Kalakshetra; the classic Diwan
SheshadriIyer Public Library; the Venkat-
appa Art Gallery and heritage

Thehistoryo
natmg, reveahng the foreslght, prudence

spaces, and the flood of migrants pouring
intothecityevery dayfrom rural Kamata-

tivities. The first Indian woman pilot, Usha
Sundaram, eamed her commerma] ﬂymg

kaand fr India

whobuiltacity that would stand akmgslde
other great cmes like London Paris and

and remote regions, everyone is looking
atlandin Bengaluru with the lenses of an

ence mak-
ing ita unique institution in the country’s
avnancn space. AKamatakaNOCBanzlmn

inmodernity while
preserving heritage.

Take, for instance, the Bangalore Golf
Club. Established in 1876 by the British
Army on a 60-acre plot, it remains the
oldest club outside the British Isles to op-
erate on its original site. In 1885, an order
during the reign of the Maharaja Krishna-
ra]endra Wodeyar confirmed the land as

avari

Therewasa proposal to cancelthelease
of the iconic Bangalore Race Course,
started originally by the British Army in
the 1800s. In 1951, the Karnataka govern-
mentallocated 85 acresin High Grounds,
blending colonial charm with the thrill of
racing. The aim was to turn it mto real es-

ial quar Y 1

tatefor

ofthe Jakkur Aero-
drome for many years for young boys and
girls cadets to train them on flying to join
the Indian Air Force
Ithasal:

towns — without shutting or shifting the
flying school. eVTOLS are not science fic-
tion; theyare already flying passengers in
New York, Miami, Dubai and Guangzhou,
China, out of vertiports on limited routes
overshortdistances.

It was reported a couple of days ago
that Chief Minister Siddaramaiah calleda

The motives seem blatantly obvious.
Ideally the group who attended the
meeting should have requested the CM
to look into the maladministration of the
GFTSoverthelast threedecades, from the
eanyISQOSﬁhmq‘erx{tsetin.Thjeymguld

ow
torestructure and resuscitate it with rec-

GFTSofficial

e P

copterflying by mak
l‘urusehyW[Psof overnment,corporates
and investors from around the world who
wish to land in remote factories or to fly

{ampi, Belurand Hale-

afre for tk pose

of golf, prohibiting construction or other
activities.
T

and convert it into some other foolhardy
project. Itwassaved by appeasing those in
5 "

ted

by activists who opposed it and litigation.
Todayit'sa top-tier racing club.

Now the gaze has turned on another his-

toric coveted piece of real estate - the 200-

acre Govemment Flymg 'n‘mmng Schoo]

beedu, Mysore and Kabini game parks; for
emergency air-ambulance missions rescu-
ing serious accident victims and patients
i n Tl e

that the government was considering ac-
quiring 3-4 acres of land along the funnel

and its grounds that can beoutsourv:ed to
thepri for: -

of the runway toits east dit,asthe
Metro flyover had shortened the effective
runway length, preventing slightly larg-
er planes from taking off and landing for
both training and passenger fhghts The
meeting was : salso attended by senior bu-

. Withtheadvent ofeVTOL (electric ver-

power nperma-
nent theclub.

marketplaces like KR Market and Russel
Marker the Chmnaswamy Cricket Stadi-

With the skyrocketmg prices of real
estate in Bengaluru owmg to the rush of

ds; the Race

Course, the Bangalore Golf Club (BGC)
Flyi

moder
mation technology creating jobs and new
constructions for residences and office

GFTS with

ichl iningin India.

Thewslonary Mahara)a ofMysore Jay-

1948 tothe Govemment of Karnataka for
the exclusive purpose nf stamng aflying
school totrain

silent, lift offlike a hehcopter and flylikea
plane, eliminating noise pollutmn and aLr

dacoupleof
However, afew ofthemsubmmedapro—

posal to the CM stating the Jald(ur FI lylng

School h:

over the years and not generating enough

pollution, a big concern of
protection lobbies, Jakkur in the heart of
the city is ideal for converting it into vert-
iports to reach the city centre or nearby

Therise of ‘digital dopamine’ is rewiring our brains, prioritising instant online
gratification over meaningful real-life experiences

JAKE AUCHINCLOSS

ouown themostvaluablereal

estate in the world. Deep in-

sideyourbrainisthe nucleus

accumbens, a pea-sized bun-

dle of neurons. When you do

or annupate somerhmg re-

warding, d dinthis part

ofyourbrain, motivatingyou torepeat that
behaviour.

Corporationsarespending hundreds of

billions of dollars to capture this reward

system. TheLminersand merchants of do-

pamin =
pornography, online gambling and other
apps — to deliver quick hits of the chemi-
cal, keeping you coming back formoreand
cutting out the real world.

Thisisdigital dopamine,andit'scarving
afaultlinein oursociety. Ononesideisthe
on]merealm.where everyt.hmgls instant,

Lotsofmoney
Lhere butlittlemeaning. Ontheotherside
isthe shrinking terrain of real life, where
meaning is made.

Asthe father of three children under 6,
1 do not want their brains programmed
by corporations, like software. And as a
congressman on the committee thatover-

0 d

ce,
knowtherearedeeper forcesatwork here:
In our laws and in our markets, America
has stacked the deck in favour of virtual
reality over our material reality.

Andit'sabouttogetalotworse. To pow-
er the amﬁual 1ntell|gence boom, Meta,
G techtitansareinvest-
ing sums in infrastructure, such as data
centresand semiconductor factories, not
seen since the railroad age. Al is bemg
incorporated into relanonshlp bots, im-

d neuralimplant:
Phones and other consumer technology
will soon become even more addictive.

For a preview, look at the plight of ad-
olescents, particularly young men, who
areat the frontier of the digital dopamine
realm. Their nucleusaccumbensis highly
sensitive. Their pre-frontal cortex, which
|s vnta] for controlling behaviour, is un—

d. This
young men to aggressively seek novelty
and status.

Societies have always wrestled with
those instincts. But today, our society is
routing young men to online spons bet-
ting, pornography and bot-infused social

THE NEW YORK TIMES

Digital dopamine is consuming
America. [fstimefor IRL

could inform adults that using

des. d that

comes with risks, and laws could restrict
children’s use.

To develop strong, empirically sound
standards, app developers should have
to share | data about user be-

media 'ms, like Meta, wh lici

haviour

at one point deemed it “acceptable” for
bots “to engage a child in conversations
thatare romanticor sensual.”

In this realm, it’s all digital reward,
with no in-real-life effort. Young men are
the worse for it, in both work and love.
Thats not only a fallure, it's a warning

of digital dopamine, so that we can fully
understand the effects of their products.
Meta, forexample, recently revealedin
court that, on average, people spend only
7 percent of their total time on Instagram
viewing content from friends. Mostof the
time, (hey reconsummg short videosrec-

gra
works l|ke Legos, agame of patience and

not onopolyv which is all about extrac-
I

‘We need more people to run the con-
struction sites and factories powered by
this technology. Otherwise, America will
fall behind China. We should establish

tion. For! economy

1,000 new trade schools across the coun-

more like Monopoly, and it has deprived
too many Americansofjobswith meaning
and purpose.

try. Along with trade unions, these schools
can enlist the next generation — particu-
larly young men, who are struggling in

Ameri nillionmore
homes, generate gigawatts more nuclear
and geothermal power, and manufacture
moreships than the Chinese Navy. Where
governmentis getting in the way, like with
zoning codes that stifle housing develop-

abouta that its. Igorithms. ment, should cut through the

our culture. Those algorithms are fundamentally red(ape.Wherecorporminmaretoovest-
Amencansdono[wanrthls Justlookat ing Americans'sense of i- edinth

theoutery ety. Theyshould notbe corp d defe tors, !hegovernment

of both parties when House Republicans ~ This klnd of medical approach will be  should chall or and lev-

tried to ban states from regulating AL
We need o take acuon tobothregulate
IRLeffortmore

moreeffective than roundaboutantitrust
acl:ion ’I‘heplatfnmxsandbusinessmodels
h borion Py

el the playing field for start-ups.
Our IRL terrain especially needs more

rewarding.
Startwith online. The Consumer Prod-
uct Safety Commlssmn insists that phar—

med|
1ddoth

hild bottles. [tsh

for

i in what's called tough tech.
Tough tech ies use frontier sci-

ly.Rather than ch porati h

shape-shift, regulators should focus on
that pea-sized bundle of neurons where
feedback loops of pleasure and pain get

appsthatdeliver digital dopamine. Labels

twisted
Our in-real-life terrain also needs up-

ence and engineering to solve the world’s
hardest material problems, from climate
change todisease, by inventing technolo-
giesin fields like fusion energy, cell biology
and Al-powered robotics.

andstrive offline.

Whenl joined the Marines 15 yearsago,
the corps gave me camaraderie and com-
petenceinservice ofamission biggerthan
me. The infantry made me a better man.
But young Americans should not need to
carry
orthemselves. Wemust recruittheminto
building the real world.

Social order is not spontaneous. If we
wantIRL effort to triumph over digital do-
pamine, our public morality must reflect
that. We ought to expect of one another
an ethic of improvement, both national
and personal. And we should insist that
technologyserves, notsubverts, thatethic.

(The writer is US Congressman ( Dem-
ocrat) and represents Massachusetts
Fourth Congressional District)

TheNew York Times

Rs 20, OOOcmreormnretobemnvened m
T spanking

along with a complex and other famhnes.

ation, i
of electronics and high-tech, high-value
electrical parts of aircraft to many startups
instead of one mega-corporation.

Bengaluru already has 6-7 golf courses.
Andifsomeone fanciesmore, welcome; go
ahead and build it beyond the city. If Cub-
bon Parkor Lal Baghissold to Disneyland
or Universal Studios as in Hollywood, cer-
tainly it will make oodles of money. Do we
have the right to pawn the state’s heritage
family jewels? Itisasacred bequest that we
must leave for posterity.

(Thewriterisasoldier, farmer, and
entrepreneur)

Authors arenot
marketingtools

SREELATA MENON

fterembarkingonaspree
ofpublicity tours, Harper
of To Kill a Mocking
Bird fame finally called a halt.
She could afford to. Her mas-
terpiece had made the New
York Times’ best-seller listinits
firstweek. Even fiftylongyears
after her book knocked sales
figures out of the park, she had
the BBC camping outside her
house, hoping foralookin.
Although she wouldn't
oblige, and now famously ex-
pected her book to speak for it-
self,whatdoesit tell you? Asan
authorifyouwantyourbooksto
dowell,youneedtohavevisibili-
ty. Youneedtogetoutthereand
marketyourself. Youneedtobe
here, thereand everywhere.
Yet, good books if posi-
tioned right should, shouldn't
they, without the author flim
flam find their market? In to-
day’s publishing world, appar-
entlynot.
Authorsareexpected tobe—
writer, publicist, social media
strategistandstage performer,
allrolledinto one. Thelines be-
tween creativity and commer-
cial hustle have blurred. It has
set the trend for every author’s
nightmare- publicity hunt.
Whilemarketingis absolute-
Iyand irrefutablyimportantin
the book world, the idea how-

ing too. Even become psycho-
logically challenging. Authors
are not trained marketers nor
are they commodities or prod-
uets. They are not mobile post-
ers or social media influencers
and shouldn’t be made to per-
formlike them.

It’s not that authors don't
dream of becoming wealthy by
reachingtheirreaders. Theyob-
viouslydo, buttheyarealsojust
people who have simply signed
up to write stories. When pub-
lishers offload what should be
their chore on to authors, they
risk damaging the very talent
they rely upon to produce good
content.

It's often mentally unnerv-
ing and even demeaning for
mostauthors toget uponstage
and promote their books by
holding them up like they are
new borns. While many writ-
ers do enjoy engaging with au-
diences to promote their work
noteveryone likesthelimelight.

By all means, engage with
those who do. Harness them
and involve them and sales
might skyrocket. However,
should the success of a book
only hinge on the author’s
Instagram strategy, conver-
sation skills or stage pres-
ence? Shouldn'’t it be valued
for its creative output rather
than his or her ablllty tosellit?

To  trn authors into promo-

ever that
as marketing tools for thelr
own work seems kind of prob-
lematic. It necessarily shifts
the focus from storytelling to
salesmanship.

An author is a writer and
creative story-telling is what
he or she does. A writer is not
a sales person and should not
be required to be one. If to
publicise, market or sell was
what an author wanted to do,
wouldn't he or she have opted
to become a PR executive ora
marketing person?

However, that's exactlywhat

puttheir
innate creativity at risk. So, let’s
uphold, promote and celebrate
authors as artists, not advertis-
ers. Marketing should bea hap-
py choice and nota criterion for
success. Let’s notinsist on what
most authors across the board,
dread-in-person booklaunches
orin-conversationsessions that
forcethemtoperformbeforean
invited audience toentice them
into buyingtheir books.
Though these gatherings
have become the norm, an au-
thor’s presence should ideally
onlybe peripheraltoall market-

esent:
ly expect their authors to be-
come. Andthatisunfair. Every-
body knows that writing and
marketing need completely
different expertise. Writing is
anactofcreation.

An author’s primary role is
1o create narratives that chal-
lenge, inspire or resonate with
his orher readersmentally-not
engagewith them frontally. Itis
a behind-the-scenes operation
that s quiet, solitary and mind
consuming. Marketing on the
other hand demands visibili-
ty, performance, and people
skills. Bothare thus fundamen-
tallyatodds.

The need to market might
well, take the joy outof the writ-

ing Forwho knows,
too much public exposure and
hype might even backfire.
Readers might get put off
and authors might getwriter’s
block. Whenwritersare freeto

Jjust write, the world gets bet-

ter books—andisn’t thata win
for everyone? May publishers
realise, sooner than later, that
they- why else are they in the
business - shouldn’t have to
call on authors to promote,
market, sell and turn those
books into money spinners.

An author’s role is to only
create, write and provide
them with - yes, those tough
bestsellers.

(Thc authoris a freelance
writer)

OASIS | SURYAKUMARI DENNISON

The triumph of tolerance

OUR PAGES & OF HISTORY

50 YEARS AGO: SEPTEMBER 1975 25 VEARS AGO: SEPTEMBER 2000

Virtual death of SEATO No parallel between E Timor §YouAreA hing ZERO TOL- towhich they have just thelife of the 16th-century sage, Sant  times, but Sant Eknath refrained
and Kashmir: Jaswant ERANCE JUNCTION, proclaims g;nned admission has a zero-toler- Eknath Maharaj. Bornin Paithan(a  from resentment. Instead, he calmly

Bangkok, Sept 9 asign by a busy road, where traffic ance policy towards misconduct. town in modern-day Maharashtra), made repeated trips to the river. Frus-

The Southeast Asia Treaty Organisa- New York, Sept 9 regulnnons aresstrictly eniorced Whileitis perfectly permissibleto  on the banks of the Godavari,hewas  trated at his failure to elicit an angry

tion, often cited asa basis for America's IndiaonF m, bsurd a paral- Penaltiesare imposedon  treat the evils that plague society the epitome of tolerance. Every reaction, the wrongdoer pleaded for

intervention in V‘wmnm it leld: by Pakistan Chief Executive those caught breaking the rules. with zero tolerance, we must day, he would make his way pardon and showered Sant Eknath

st bi unlikely Gi rafbetween Kashmir and The phrase ‘zero tolerance’is com-  be careful to reserve cate- to the river for his morning with flowers.

toreachits 22nd anniversary, The only East Timor. External Affairs Minister monly heard in the context of terrorist ~ gorical condemnation for ablutions. Even if (an enormous IF!) we

two South-East Asian members of the Jaswant Singh said thereis noneed to attacks. A head of state, whose coun-  atrocities against the weak A neighbour, who was respond to insultand injury with the
organisation, the Philippines and Thai- respond to absurdities and added that try has been the scene of a mindless and vulnerable. aware that Sant Eknath goodness and grace of Sant Eknath,
land, have conferred and agreed that East Timorisan occupied territory while massacre, vociferously declares zero On no account should was famed for forbearance,  letusnot expect the floral finale of the

SEATO's original role to contain China Jammu and Kashmir is an integral part tolerance for the barbaric bloodbath.  we display zero tolerance story of the saint. “People”, said Moth-

v setout to provoke him into
losing his composure. Since

and stop the advance of Communism of India. Qutof 63 heads of state who “Zero tolerance’ is also used to towards our fellow human er Teresa, “are illogical, self-centred
intheregion wasno longervalid. Both spokeat the UN on Thursday, only two censure corruption, discrimination, beings. Such an attitude would the vile abuse he hurled was met and unreasonable.” Besides, they are
hi i i i i from Pakistan and Saudi violence against women and other turn usinto harsh, inflexible individu- ~ with smiles, the self-styled adversary  unlikely to change for the better. Can
with China and were seeking ties with Arabia spoke on Kashmir. “Thatis the infringements of the law. Ataschool  als, ruthlessly rejecting everyonewho  resorted to emptying buckets overthe ~ we, despite that drawback, forgive
the new Governmentsin Indo-China. indexof their support,” Mr Singh said. or college orientation programme, thinks or acts differently from us. freshly bathed holy man. their faults and frailties and treat

students might be informed that the There are lessons to be learnt from Onone occasion, hedidsoseveral  them with tolerance?
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3rd S. Asian domino falls
as Gen Z ousts Nepal PM

Tge Asian Spring has felled another “strongman” leader. The restless-

ess of youth, acutely reflected in their openly violent demonstrations

against political leaders and symbols of authority, has dethroned

Nepali Prime Minister Khadga Prasad Oli, much as it did the

Ra)apaksas of Sri Lanka in Jul
in August 2024.

The power of youth has never been so accentuated as in these three
upheavals that are reflective of the deep dissatisfaction in emerging genera-
tions about the ways of those who govern encouraging rampant corruption
whose living symbols are visible in the prosperity that nepotism breeds freely.
Many political leaders, ruling and former, became the target of public wrath
after agitating students were fired upon.

A ban on social media was the trlgger that set off the violent chain of events
on Monday that saw at least 19 young people killed by law-keeping forces, Lhe
torching of homes of ministers and leaders, i the private r

ly 2022 and Sheikh Hasina Wajed of Bangladesh

2025 | COIMBATORE |

the Prime Minister and President, and agitating students encircling mu-usters
in the parliament building which was also set on fire.

The pattern of Asian leaders fleeing under pressure continued with Mr Oli,
the head honcho of the Communist party that headed a tense coalition with the

lepali Congress, and who like the Raja) and Sheikh Hasina needed the
help of the armed forces to be extricated as the protesters closed in, breaching
police barricades and overpowermg the helpless laws and order machinery.

There should be a lesson in this Nepali entanglement for democratic govern-
ments which think nothing of shutting down the internet or banning popular
global social media platforms at the merest sign of social strife. Such media
may offer effective means of communication and, perhaps, allow the sowing of
revolutionary thoughts, but they are just the medium that can spread a mes-
sage, and not the problem, or solution, itself.

In free and open societies like the three Asian democracies which fell most
recently, social media has become a window to the world of the people. They
cannot be denied their right to the information and opinion highways just
because rulers of many nations do not have the thick skin to face
criticism. media does not necessarily create dissent though it could be a
convenient medium for the spread of such a social phenomenon.

n-Z is how the Nepali youth described themselves as they rebelled against
Oli's rule and protested the social media ban volubly. By the time the govern-
ment allowed the social media back online, a reckless police force had fired at
students setting off even greater violence with the agitators even seizing arms
and brandishing them while going on an absolute rampage on Tuesday.

Creating jobs to give youth a key to a secure future and a life worth living in
third world economies is not the simplest job. And youth unemployment runs
at 17.2 per cent in Nepal from where thousands migrate to ia and elsewhere
in search of jobs. That jobs seem the least of the priorities of those who govern
— on the basis that they can capture a proportion of the public vote sufficient
to capture power — is the most noticeable failing of Asian nations and
economies.

For Nepal, there may be little to gain in trying to guess whether this uprising
sprung from a former king of Nepal triggering a return to monarchy move-
ment or aforelgnhand playing a role as was suspected in Bangladesh last year.
What they need most is stable control to restore order and find a way to put
back a democratically elected government in place. But to ensure that
lessons of democratic insurrections are never forgotten is a different nrmel
altogether.

Let’s hope new V-P unbiased

e election of National Democratic Alliance (NDA) candidate C.P.

dhakrishnan as vice-president on Tuesday ends a series of events that

began with the abrupt and unexplained resignation of the incumbent

Jagdeep Dhankhar on July 22 with two more years to go in the second highest

constitutional office in the country. The NDA enjoys a clear majority in the

electoral college comprising the members of the Lok Sabha and the Rajya
Sabha and hence Mr Radhakrishnan’s election was a foregone conclusion.

Mr Radhakrishnan, hailing from Tamil Nadu, a state that has still remained
out of the grasp of the saffron front, has a reputation of maintaining warm rela-
tions across party lines and is expected to run the Rajya Sabha as its chairman
with a democratic spirit. His predecessor, Mr Dhankhar, had earned a reputa-
tion for his abrasive style which steamrolled the Opposition, quite contrary to
the practices of the House of Elders. Indeed, he not only denied the Opposition
its legitimate say in the running of the House but also went to the extent of
insulting even senior and veteran leaders for reasons known only to him. It
will be a great service to the nation if Mr Radhakrishnan effected a course-cor-
rection and brought the parliamentary practices back on the rails.

Election campaigns in India have of late plumbed a new depth with parties
engage in the worst form of mudslinging at one another. The stakes are very
high in the forthcoming Assembly and general elections, too, and it will call for
adetermined effort on the part of all the parties to end this trend. The vice-pres-
idential election in which the result can almost be foretold could have shown
the way forward but, unfortunately, it was not to be. The took the
candidature of a former Supreme Court judge as an occasion to denigrate his
judicial pronouncements. It will do every party and the nation good if they can
reimagine their campaigns. It is still better late than never.
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Nepal in fix: Can it douse
youth fury, calm region?

Syed Ata Hasnain

have seen
this before —
most recently
in  Bangla-
desh, a few
years earlier in Sri Lanka,
and now in Nepal. Each
episode has its own causes
and local colour, but they
share an unnerving pattern.
A combustible mix of youth-
ful anger, sudden symbolic
triggers (an Internet shut-
down, a quota decision, the
collapse of basic services)
and the slow-burn failures of
governance. If the “youth
bulge” can be a demographic
dividend. left untended —
unemployed, unskilled and
politically marginalised — it
can quickly become a politi-
cal accelerant.

Nepal this week leapt back
into the spotlight as thou-
sands poured into
Kathmandu after a sudden
social media ban, storming
zones and the nation’s
Parliament. The govern-
ment says it acted as major
platforms failed to comply
with a Supreme Court-
backed directive and a min-
1sny ultimatum to register,

appoint local grievance offi-
cers and obey Nepal's social-
media rules. What began as
online fury transformed into
mass demonstrations, vio-
lent clashes, curfew and

1y deployment, with at
least 19 people dead and
many injured. Protesters
forced their way into
restricted areas; the security
forces used teargas, water
cannons, rubber bullets and
even aeri ing in
attempts to disperse crowds,
The scale of violence and the
speed of mobilisation left
hospitals treating dozens in
critical ~ condition and
Kathmandu under tight
restrictions.

Why are Gen Z and
younger millennials so cen-
tral to these upheavals?
Demography matters. South
Asia’s youth cohort is large
— potentially an economic
engine — but scholarship
shows a clear and troubling
correlation. Where big youth
cohorts confront unemploy-
ment, weak governance and
exclusionary politics, the

probability of political
unrest rises. Put bluntly, a
concentration of restless,
digitally connected youth is
a gift to ‘mobilisers and a
headache for brittle polity.

To understand what's hap-

pening, you need to view this
from three angles. Nepal's
history of fragile democratic
experiments and violent
insurgency; the organising
power of a mobile, media-
savvy youth cohort; and a
theoretical playbook — craft-
ed by Gene Sharp, the
American political philoso-
pher — that maps how non-
violent movements topple or
cripple regimes. | witnessed
this in the Kashmir Valley in
2008 and then 2010 when the
stone-throwing mobs went
berserk. Nepal was a monar-
chy until 2008, and the coun-
try’s politics have been punc-
tuated by chronic instability
and a decade-long Mamst
insurgency (1996-2006)
killed thousands and leﬁ
scars on state-society rela-
tions. That history shapes
how the Army and police
respond to disorder, and
how political elites use
nationalist frames to push
back. Forces seldom learn
from the past.

There is also a playbook.
No political scientist has
unpacked the mechanics of
leaderless, rapid, non-vio-
lent contention better
Gene Sharp. In his seminal
‘magnum opus From Dictat-
orship to Democracy, Sharp
lays out how decentralised
movements can erode a
regime's sources of authori-
ty through symbolic defi-
ance, strikes, non-coopera-
tion and the strategic use of
communications networks.
Where social media exists,
those mechanisms acceler-
ate; where it is shut down,
movements adapt through
decentralised, often en-
crypted : the Black
Net. Sharp did not predict
every specific uprising, but
he showed how networks,

symbols and persistence can
make power brittle.

Bangladesh in mid-2024
offered a warning. What
began on campuses over a
job quota decision quickly

Gen Z protests
over a sweeping
social media
registration
crackdown have
thrust Kathmandu
into crisis —
dialogue, not
repression, is the
only route back to
stability

broadened, met by a harsh
crackdown that produced
mass arrests, and a chaotic
political transition with
regional  reverberations.
‘That episode showed how
quickly a student movement
can transform into a nation-
al crisis, and how heavy-
handed repression does not
restore order so much as
deepen grievance and spill
instability across borders.
Nepal's current turbulence
must be read against that
cautionary backdrop.

Nepal's government faces
an urgent choice: de-escalate
and allow mediation, or dou-
ble down and deepen the cri-
sis. The smarter path is
immediate damage control
— rescind blunt measures.
Kathmandu had briefly
blocked 26 platforms, includ-
ing Facebook, WhatsApp
and X, a ban it rescinded the
following day after deadly
protests, with the govern-
ment promising mq\urles
and several ministers
announcing resignations. It
must restore communica-
tion channels, allow impar-
tial probes into deaths, and
offer mediated dialogue.
Prime Minister K.P. Sharma
Oli was forced to resign
Tuesday as the protests
intensified, with the homes
of top political leaders set on
fire. He said it was to help
facilitate a dialogue. Using
the Anny for urban crowd
control in a country scarred
by insurgency is unwise: it
risks alienating security
forces, hardening the pro-
testers’ resolve and leaving
lasting wounds. Confidence-
building — temporary
amnesties, credible commit-
ments to youth employment

education, plus a cl

reform road.map — will sta-
bilise politics better than
force. Sharp noted that legit-
imacy fades when coercion
is exposed as
disproportionate.

What should India do? The
answer is twofold: prudence

d prej o mili-

tary or political interference;
it would be exploited by all
sides and would push
Nepalese politics into a
nationalist register that spi-
ral beyond control. We could
ensure consular readiness
for citizens in Nepal, ramp
up contingency planning in
border states, keep secure
lines of communication open
with Nepal's civilian and
security leaders, publicly
urge restraint in language
that explicitly respects
Nepal's sovereignty, and qui-
etly coordinate humanitari-
an options with multilateral
partners should they be
requested. Information pre-
‘paredness —monitoring and
countering disinformation,
and avoiding any partisan
amplification by the media.
Restraint will be the best
narrative at this time, and
that should test our resolve
of adopting good narrative
control.

There is a strategic lesson
in this for the future.
Repression is a short-term
fix and a long-term mistake.
Banning the Internet or
turning to force may silence
protest for a day or two —
but it also validates the Gene
Sharp logic that a regime’s
power rests on compliance,
and that when pillars of com-
pliance crumble, they can
come down fast. If nations
want order, they must invest
in the institutions that pro-
duce it; decent jobs, credible
policing, independent jus-
tice, and avenues for peace-
ful grievance r

Nepal today is at a pzvoL iy
Kathmandu chooses _dia-
logue over draconian fixes,
and India backs it, there is a
path to return to stability
that preserves Nepal's sover-
eignty and the region’s calm.
If not, we will see another
chapter in a pattern that has
already reshaped Dhaka and
to some extent Colombo; and
which will be infinitely
harder to contain.

Humility, restraint and
readiness to assist only on
request are the wisest poli-
cies for neighbours and for
those who care about democ-
ratic resilience in South
Asia. The region’s youth can
be its greatest asset — treat-
ed respectfully and invested
in — or its most dangerous
liability if neglected. It
depends how we make our
choices.

The writer, a retired lieu-
tenant-general, is a former
GOC of the Srinagar-based
15 (“Chinar") Corps

ONLY INDIANS
CAN VOTE

The verdict given by the SC
that AadharCard as the
acceptable proof of identity of
he voter was enough to
enable him to vote. But elec-
tions in India are meant only
for legitimate citizens and not
for all who sneak into the
country. If illegal entrants are
allowed to vote simply on the
basis of Aadhar Card which
can be easily obtained with
the help of the clandestine
facilitators there will be far
reaching consequences. For
this reason, the CAA and the
NCR were mooted by the BJP
Government which were
opposed by the INDI alliance
tooth and nail for selfish rea-
sons. It is unfortunate the SC
has not mentioned in its
judgement about the impor-
tance of above two enact-
ments brought in by BJP to
veed out non-Indians from
polls.
S.Nagarajan lyer
Coimbatore

FINE GESTURE

The Tamil Nadu government has
instituted awards towards the devel-
opment of Tamil language and thereby
honoured four news readers this year
with a citation and cash award of Rs,
25,000 each for their skills of pronunci-
ation and diction for exhibiting their
work during 2023. This award will
give more impetus for budding talents
and the recognition by this govern-
ment on this is laudable for their fine
gesture.
A.P. Thiruvadi
Chennai

BULLET TRAIN

Witnessing PM Modi ride the bullet
train with the Japanese PM fills us
with optimism. This act signals accel-
erated India-Japan collaboration on
high-speed rails. With Mumbai-
Ahmedabad on track for 2028, Bullet
Trains promise [astel Jjourneys and

economic boom. partnership
speed India towam a bl ighter, connect-
ed tomorrow.
TS KARTHIK
CHENNAI

Mail your letters to
chennaidesk@deccanmail.com

Nathanael

Troubled Manipur

at the crossroads:
Citizens see Modi’s
visit as ray of hope

espite the lingering uncertainty over Prime

Minister Narendra Modi's visit to Imphal

'on September 13, preparations are on in full

swing in Imphal and Churachandpur
where he is due to meet local citizens and address
them. The PM’s much-awaited trip after the May 3,
2023 mayhem that had the state has sent a ray of
'heope among citizens that the situation will alleviate
their miserable plight and the state will head
towards normalcy.

That, however. remains a far cry given the hostil-
ity that still simmers among the two warring
groups, Meiteis and Kuki-Zo. Over 265 people ﬁ'om
both communities have been killed and 60,000
placed from their homes in the past two years.

The PM’s proposed visit has hastened talks
between the home ministry officials and the affect-

ed parties. The Kuki-Zo gmups met MHA officials
on September 4 and inked a tripartite agreement,
with the Manipur government being a signatory.
The first meetmg between MHA officials with Kuki-
Zo groups in April this year ended in a stalemate as
they had insisted on a “separate administration”.
The talks that resumed in June went in a positive
direction with the Kuki-Zo groups consenting to
changes in the terms and conditions for the
Suspension of Operations (S00).

The Kuki-Zo group comprises 17 outfits of the
Kuki National Organisation and seven of the United
People’s Front, who signed the So0 agreement on

+

August 22, 2008. It was extended on a yearly basis till
last year when then Manipur CM N. Biren Singh
refused to be part of it. He advised the Centre to
abrogate the SoO agreement, due to alleged viola-
tions. With his exit in February this and sub-
sequent imposition of President’s Rule, the doors
were open for the Centre to proceed.

In the September 4 New Delhi meeting, the SoO
was finally extended with modified terms, includ-
ing relocation of seven camps out of 12. Two camps
have been closed. Unfortunately, the 60,000 al-
lowance to surrendered Kuki-Zo militants was dis-
continued after violence the state in May
2023, which led to their violating the ground rules.
This will now be eredited directly to their bank ac-
counts. They also have to deposit their weapons
with the nearest armoury of CRPF or BSF, and will
be suhject to sirict checks by the Joint Monitoring

mmittee headed by the chief secretary.

'l'he opening of the Dlmapur Imphal NH-2, anoth-
er major issue, also seems 0 have been sorted out,
with the Kuki-Z
had led wenqrmousmlseryfortheMmtelshwngm
the valley. Vehicles with essential goods, fuel and
medicines had to be escorted by the CRPF but v.he

ed. While

for both communities, as part of the agreement.
While the Centre gloats over the opening of NH-2
and renewal of the SoO agreement, the Meiteis rep
resented by the Coordinating Committee of Mani-
pur Integrity (COCOMI) has condemned the ext
ension of $00, which it op] ing that Kuki-
Zo outfits had indulged in violence. They ignore the
fact that Arambai Tenggol (AT) cadres and other
splinter Meitei groups had looted 5,668 weapons
from police armouries along with a huge haul of am-
munition in May 2023, and used them against Kuki-
Zo mba]s Over 1,500 weapons are yet to xemvared
two Arambai members were arrested
thelr mle in the May 2023 violence by the CBI in
June this year, the valley saw fresh violence with
Meiteis demanding their release. Two AT cadres
were arrested on August 30 with sophisticated
‘weapons in Imphal.

With no signs of hostility abating between the
Meltels and the Kuki-Zo, the Centre has a crucial
role to play in the return of normalcy to the state,
WhﬂetheKumZogmupthatsign the pact on
September 4 is an outfit of the armed swrendered
insurgents, civil society has the group of
not being a represemauve of the Kuki-Zo at large.
The Village Volunteers Coordinating Commi

‘movement of Meiteis was ittee,
Zo claim the road was kept apen, the su'eu:h passmg representing the cm.l society, has rejected the
thror which is by Kukis, to open NH-2, claiming that the decision

was avoided by Meiteis. They say the securiry
forces' buffer zones will remain a prohibited area

‘was taken without consulting most of their clans. In
a press statement on September 7, the Kuki-Zo

+

group accused the Press Information Bureau of
twisting the agreement by replacing “shall be fol-
lowed by a tripartite dialogue with KNO and UPF to
pave the way for a negotiated political settlement
under the Constitution of India in a time-bound
manner” with “need for a negotiated solution to
brmg peace and stablhty to the State of Manipur”.
(ki-Zo community, which as-

plres fm Unmn tmﬂmry status with a lepslztum
Ironically, while hostility continues between the
Kuki-Zoand Meiteis, the latter vehemently oppose a
separate administration for the former.
a report of the Peaple’s
Tribunal under the aegis of PUCL compnsmg
renowned judges and bureaucrats led by
Kurian Joseph, has said: “The violence wluch
erupted on May 3, 2023, was not spontaneous but
planned, ethnically targeted and facilitated by state
faﬂur&s " The mbnnalheard over 150 victims of vio-
1ence and went through thousands of written state-
to arrive at this
The COCOMI has mjec(ed this report as being
“biased and politically engineered”.

The assertion that the ethnic violence has been
engineered by vested interests needs to be probed.
‘The CBI has to delve deeper into the origin of the
clashes and book the culprits. The SIT that was
instituted in 2023 is yet to submit its report.

The writer is a retired CRPF IGP
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Market signals

A combination of factors has pushed up bond yields

There s considerable anxiety in the financial markets over the rise in bond yields.
As reported by this newspaper, commercial banks and other stakeholders have
made several suggestions to the Reserve Bank of India (RBI), aiming to ease press-
ure on the bond market. It has been suggested that the RBI extend the bond is-
suance till March rather than concluding the annual sale in February. This will
help reduce the weekly supply of bonds. Stakeholders have also suggested changes
in the way state-government bonds are sold to reduce the spread. It has also been
said that issuing ultra-long duration bonds like those with tenors of 30-50 years
should be reduced. Banks have also underscored that the weekly issuance of bonds
has increased significantly.

While the d by stakeholders may ease some pressure, it is
worth debating why yields have risen and how they are likely to move in the
coming quarters. The yield on 10-year government bonds has increased by about
20 basis points since the Monetary Policy Committee of the RBI decided to front-
load the rate cut and reduced the policy repo rate by 50 basis points in June. The-
oretically, after a bigger than expected rate cut by the central bank, bond yields
should ease. However, in this case, market participants decided not to go by the
book. One plausible reason could be that the market interpreted the June policy
statement, and the sut August along with the inflation projec-
tions, as the end of the rate-cutting cycle. The August policy statement, the latest,
projected the inflation rate at 4.4 per cent in the fourth quarter this financial year.
Itis further expected to increase to 4.9 per cent in the first quarter of 2026-27. Since
the monetary policy needs to be forward-looking, as things stand, there is virtually
no space for further rate reduction.

The financial markets may also be pricing in possible fiscal pressure. The
Goods and Services Tax (GST) Council last week decided to rationalise the rate
structure. According to the government, this could have a revenue implication
worth 48,000 crore. In the coming quarters, a lot will depend on how demand in
the economy responds. However, from a longer-term perspective, the council has
further reduced the average GST rate, which could have implications for longer-
term fiscal sustainability. The average rate before the rationalisation exercise was
about 11.6 per cent, compared to a 15-15.5 per cent revenue-neutral rate recom-
mended by a government committee. Structurally lower GST rates and collection
could impair the ability of both the central and state governments to reduce their
fiscal deficit and borrowing on a sustainable basis. Further, the Union government,
starting next financial year, will move to a new fiscal framework where it will aim
to keep the central-government debt on a declining path as a percentage of gross
domestic product. While this will give the Union government greater flexibility in
managing the Budget than in committing itself to a fixed annual target, it could
also create uncertainty in the bond markets.

Further, the global conditions are not favourable. Higher yields in advanced
economies will affect demand for Indian-government bonds. Foreign portfolio
investors, for instance, have purchased Indian bonds worth $542 million so far
this financial year, as against over $14.5 billion in 2023-24. Therefore, given the
monetary, fiscal, and external environment, the chances of a meaningful soften-
ing of bond yields remain low. A lot will depend in the near term on market ex-
pectations of inflation.

Healthy outcomes
Address gaps to make infant survival universal

India has reached an important milestone in public health. The latest Sample Reg-
istration System (2023) data reveals that the country’s infant mortality rate (IMR)
has dropped to 25 per 1,000 live births — the lowest ever and a steep fall from 129
in 1971. This reflects decades of steady progress in immunisation, maternal- and
child-health programmes, and overall improvement in sanitation and nutrition.
States like Kerala (5) and Manipur (3) showcase how strong primary health care
and decentralised planning can deliver outcomes comparable with advanced
economies. Yet, progress remains patchy. Larger states such as Uttar Pradesh,
Madhya Pradesh, and Chhattisgarh still report an IMR as high as 37, pointing to
sharp regional and rural-urban gaps.

‘The World Health Organization-United Nations Children’s Fund immunisation
report (2025) underscores a worrying vulnerability: More than 900,000 Indian in-
fants missed all vaccines in 2024. Despite broad coverage, these gaps risk reversing
gains by leaving communities exposed to preventable outbreaks. Alongside immun-
isation, maternal and child nutrition remains a critical weakness. The National
Family Health Survey-5(2019-21) shows that anaemia affects 52 per cent of pregnant
women and 67 per cent of children under five — figures that directly undermine
birth outcomes, cognitive development, and infant survival. The persistence of such
high levels of anaemia reflects not just dietary insufficiency but also poor access to
iron supplements, and inadequate antenatal care. Equally troubling is the fragile
state of maternal and newborn care infrastructure. The availability of quality care
during pregnancy, delivery, and the neonatal period often determines survival. Yet,
many primary health centres in poorer states lack obstetric facilities or essential

i leaving sendent on informal or unsafe options. Madhya Pra-
desh, one of the states with the highest IMR, reportedly faces a staggering 70 per
cent vacancy in child specialists, crippling its newborn-care capacity.

Bridging these gaps requires a multidimensional response. Kerala’s success
highlights the value of investing in primary health care, community participa-
tion, and local governance. Replicating these principles in high-burden states is
essential. Nutrition intervention must go beyond Integrated Child Development
Services (ICDS) and the Poshan Abhiyaan to ensure universal access to fortified
foods, iron supy ion, and dietary di i ion. Innovation like Telan-
gana’s Aarogya Lakshmi programme, which provides one hot cooked meal daily
to pregnant and lactating women, could be adopted by other states. Equally, be-
haviour-change campaigns are vital to improve maternal diets, breastfeeding
practices, and vaccine uptake.

On health care, expanding special newborn care units, upgrading community-
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A way forward

Having reduced slabs and rates, the GST Council should set

eyes on further reforms

Last week’s decision on revamping the goods and ser-
vices tax (GST) regime was the third such exercise in
the eight years since its launch in July 2017. How dif-
ferent was this third exercise at revamping GST? And
how much more different should it have been?

First, the differences. The decisions of the GST
Counc:l on Sepiember 3resulted from by far me b1g~

Over450 i1

ond rate rationalisation too took place a few months
before the general elections of 2019.

Butakey difference in this respect is that the first
and second exercises were conducted very soon after
the launch of the GST regime and even before tax
collections under the new system could attain the
desired stability. Not surprisingly, the pace of tax col-
lecti quent to the first two rounds of rate ra-

theanST ‘rates change from September 22. From atax-
ation point of view, this is substantially more impactful
than the Union government’s annual Budgets during
the pre-GST days.

‘The rate rationalisation this time will impact over
420 goods covering a vast range of sectors, including
food, tobacco, agriculture, fertilisers, coal,
renewable energy, textile, health, educa-
tion, consumer electronics, paper, trans-
portation, sports goods, toys, leather,
wood, defence, footwear, construction,
handicrafts and machinery. In addition,
as many as 34 services in sectors such as
transportation, job work, construction,
local delivery and insurance will see their
rates change.

Incomparison, the first two exercises
were much smaller in both range and
impact. In November 2017, just four
months after its launch, the GST Council changed
rates for as many as 94 categories of goods. The sec-
ond exercise, even smaller than the first, took place
13months later in December 2018. Only about 17 cat-
egories of goods saw their rates change.

The timing of these decisions, however, was

similar. The third ise has taken place
afew months before the crucial state Assembly elec-
tions in Bihar later this year, to be followed by
equally important Assembly elections in West Ben-
gal, Kerala and Tamil Nadu in the first half of 2026.
The first exercise at rate rationalisation took place a
few weeks before Assembly elections in Gujarat in
December 2017, and ahead of elections in Tripura
and Karnataka in the first half of 2018. And the sec-
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tionalisation took an adverse knock.

In contrast, the third exercise has been completed
after eight years and deliberations over the nature of
thecl bei place for well
overayear. And the collections rate has also stabilised,
even though not at the desired level. Last year’s net
GST collections as a percentage of gross
domestic product (GDP) were still a little
lower than those in the pre-GST years.

An even bigger difference this time is
in the nature of the rate rationalisation.
Both in 2017 and 2018, all the changes in
rates were unidirectional — they were all
brought down to the lower slabs without
any change in the number of duty slabs.
The 2025 exercise is not just about reduc-
ing the rates, but also about raising them
in addition to bringing down the number
of main slabs.

Barring a dozen-odd items, almost all goods and
services are being clubbed under two slabs — 5 per
centand 18 per cent. And this rationalisation is sought
to be achieved by reducing the rates for about 380
goods and 24 services. In addition, rates for about 40
goods and 10 services are to be raised.

Itisthisrelatively less talked about decision to raise
rates on about 50 items that has given the government
the confidence of containing the revenue impact of
such alarge nur_uber of rate cuts. Based on the collec-

the overall impact to 48,000 crore for the current
year. The government hopes to absorb the impact over
time depending on the tax buoyancy level, triggered
by the rate reduction, and the improvement in com-
pliance. Whether the government succeeds inachiev-
ing this goal or not, the fact is the increased rates for
over 50 items have made the government’s fiscal task
alittle less challenging.

Another big difference in the third exercise on rate
rationalisation is the manner in which the problem of
an inverted duty structure in many sectors like man-
made textiles and fertilisers has been addressed, and
procedures for claiming input tax credit has been

along with of country-wide
appellate bodies to resolve taxpayers’ grievances.

‘What other differences could have made this ex-
ercise stand out compared to the previous two
rounds of rate rationalisation? One, just as the GST
Council took the bold decision to abolish two slabs
— of 12 per cent and 28 per cent — it could have im-
proved the GST system’s average weighted effective
tax rate (which has been falling in the last eight
years) by opting for a new slab of, say, 8 per cent after
abolishing the existing slab of 5 per cent. Not all is
lost though. At the next meeting of the GST Council,
it could actually provide a clear road map of grad-
ually raising the 5 per cent slab to 8 per cent in phases
ina period of about two years. Restoring the average
effective tax rate to its earlier level of about 15 per
cent should be treated by the GST Council as anim-
portant goal. This will also help fiscal consolidation
by boosting revenue collections.

‘Two, preparations must be made to include petrol
and diesel under the GST system. Its inclusion need
not necessarily mean that the existing excise rates
that are close to 57-70 per cent will have to be brought
down to 40 per cent. These rates may well be kept at
these levels with the help of extra levies. But once
they are under the GST system, every company using
petrol and diesel will benefit as they will be able toset
off their tax pay-out on these products against their
final tax outgo. This will be a huge benefit for com-
panies, including the micro, small and medium en-
terprises, enhancing their competitiveness.

Finally, the GST tax assessment machinery has to
bestreamlined. It must become faceless, just asthe en-
tire direct tax assessment system has already become
fully online, without any human intervention in the
normal course. A timeline for making the GST assess-
ment system completely online and faceless would be
a good beginning.

has ashort window of -
ityto bnng about these pending GST reforms. They
should be implemented well before the next general
elections if it does not want the entire exercise to be
stymied by avoidable political considerations. Re-

tions in 2023-24, thy therev-
enue impact of the rate reduction is about 93,000
crore in the current year.

However, the rate increase decision has reduced
that impact by about ¥45,000 crore and brought down

member that reducingt ofslabs
and cutting rates began in 2022, when the GST regime
completed five years. The reduction in slabs and rates
has taken more than three years to implement, with
general elections in between.

Time to rethink quality standard system

RAJEEV KHER, ANIL JAUHRI, & VIMALENDU CHAUHAN

India’s to product

through quality control orders (QCOs) under the
Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) Act has rapidly ex-
panded over the past decade, now covering over 800
product categories. This surge in regula-

undertake product certification and testing. Notably,
the national standards bodies in developed econ-
omies like the United States and most European
countries are industry-led and private, and cannot
conceivably be vested with a regulatory role. This is

create unfair competition that disadvantages pro-
ducers committed to quality. The Indian toy industry
offers a notable positive example: Implementation of
QCOs has led to greater consumer confidence, re-
duced unsafe imports, and expanded the presence of

incontrastto such bodies in developing, low-k it
dg

tion reflects a recognition of historical gaps in con-
sumer protection and a growing desire to

where these are governmental and
are hubs of regulanon Thlb funcuonal separation

domestic producers from the influx of substandard
imports. However, beneath the intent to protect pub-
lic health and foster quality lies a complex and often
problematic reality: India’s regulatory framework —
centred on BIS as a combined standard-setter, certi-
fier, and enforcer — risks undermining both indus-
try competitiveness and consumer welfare.

A 2016 amendment to the BIS Act broadened
the government’s authority to mandate compliance
with compulsory standards. This shift was princi-
pally motivated by international trade consider-
ations, as QCOs proved useful tools for protecting
domestic producers and managing the growlng

ofasingle

agency, and facilitates mulual recognition agree-

certified domestic in formal retail and
e-commerce channels.

To truly harness these benefits, however, India’s
regulatory framework must evolve. A dedicated legal
framework empowering multiple ministries to issue

ments with foreign enabling: technical under a harmonised system,

export and import processes. rather than relying exclusively on amendments to a

India’s BIS-centric model contxas!s sharply with  single Act, would better suit the needs of a rapidly
this approach. By being thy certifier,  growi Legislating instituti i

and enforcer, BIS faces a conflict between promong between regulatory oversight, standards setting, and

and i ing punitive conformit iscritical. ing risk-based

powers. For manufacturers, especially micro, small  and flexible conformity assessment mode]s will a]low

and medium enterprises, this model translates into
onerous compliance costs. The lack of differenti-
ation in compliance rigour between high-risk con-
sumer products and industrial B2B products based
onrisk, further

to calibrate
product categories and enterprise capacities, thcreby
reducing unnecessary cost burdens.
A systematic and institutionalised approach w

regulatory impact mustbei

trade deficit. Indian products faced strict

, India’s

anticipate social, and operational conseA

regulations, particularly in developed markets,
while imports into India encountered limited tech-
nical counter QCOstk d as stra-
tegic levers to level the playing field. QCOs may
have grown out of trade challenges, but their ration-
ale as instruments of consumer protection cannot
be overstated.

While legitimate objectives underpin the drive to
enhance technical regulations, India’s regulatory
model raises serious questions. The BIS — a body
historically designed as a national standards organ-

stretched Ihm Market surveillance conducted by

quences before imposing new regulanons Such as-

BIS lacks systematic capacity, resultingin i -
ent follow-up and weak deterrence. Contrast this
with more mature reg;mes ‘where independent mar-

Europe and some
other: developed economies, would prevent overregu-
lation, duplication, and ensure proportionality.

isation tasked with voluntary ion and

certification — has been entrusted simultaneously
with standard wnmg. cemhcanun issuance, anden-
froles
conflicts Wlth m[emauonal besl practices and guide-
lines such as those of the World Trade Organization’s

health centres with round-the-clock obstetric services, and filling vacant iali
posts should be prioritised. Greater investment in the training of Accrechted Social
Health Activists and incentives could strengthen service delivery and create
awareness to counter vaccine hesitancy. India’s decline in the IMR is a milestone
worth celebrating, but it must not obscure the persistent inequities in maternal
and infant care. Only by simultaneously resolving gaps in infrastructure, work-
force, nutrition, immunisation, sanitation, and social equity can India ensure its
infant survival gains become truly universal and sustainable.

Barriersto Trade. which advo-
cate institutional separation to prevent conflicts of
interest and ensure transparency.

In most advanced economies, these roles are dis-
tinct. Regulamry agenclas create and enforce man-

ket sur work closely but Finally, governments can leverage public pro-

from certification bodies, leading to more effective  curement platforms such as GeM to incentivise ad-

and protection. herence to quality standards, providing

Unlik al nei i iesthathave  market-based encouragement for marginal players
secured i i itation for certi ionb to upgrade and innovate.

their. »odies—ar for mutual rec- India’s ambition to become a developed economy

ogmnon agteemems BIS has so far not taken ac- under its Viksit Bharat \nsxon demands a modern,

uinder international dard and i credxble regulatory

ISO/IEC 17065.(‘ 1tly, Indian certifications are doption of a quality eco-

often not accepted abroad, forcin; torepeat sstem can help add greater valuets iser-

testing and certification processes, which adds cost
and delay. India’s inability to pursue mutual recogni-
tion agreements with major trade partners conse-
quently weakens expon competitiveness and
underminesth d goal of QCO: d bl
India’s regula[orysuategy also needs proper al]gn

vices originating from India, enabling producers to
earn higher returns from their offerings. QCOs can
help achieve the Prime Minister’s vision of “Zero De-
fect and Zero Effect” if a thoughtful, coordinated, and
bold reform agenda that untangles institutional con-
flicts, aligns policy with global best practices, and bal-

mentwith

ances interest with economic

financial ca-

isrolled out.

for ive skills de:

datory national

. Despite

bodies develop voluntary standards often aligned
with international frameworks, and accredited thlrd-

pacity!
Lhese cha.lleng&s. the rationale for technical regulation
remains compelling and essential. Inadequa[e prod-

Theauthorsare, respectively, distinguished fellow,
visiting fellow, and research assistant at RIS.

A PM in his labyrinth

BOOK
REVIEW

ADITI PHADNIS

All politicians are complex, but this
outstanding book attempts to
deconstruct the personality, life and
times of one of the most complicated
individualsto have become India’s Prime
Minister. That Atal Bihari Vajpayee was
considered the “right man in the wrong
party”isan overdone cliché, The book
explores the restlessness of a personality
who played a pivotal role in insinuating a

This is asequel to an earlier book
where the author traces Vajpayee’s
beginnings but ends that volume at 1977
when the Jana Sangh formally joined the
central government with Vajpayee as
minister of external affairs. However, the
volume stands alone successfully as it

picks up the thread from 1977 and ch:
outhow Indiaarrived at its present
political moment. It covers the years
from the Janata Party’s installation as
the first non-Congress government until
Vajpayee’s final vote against the Indo-US
civil nuclear agreement in2008. The
preface covers the later years.

‘The book is valuable at many levels.
Intelling the story, the author has
interviewed many friends and
associates of Vajpayee whoare no longer
with us: Appa (NM) Ghatate, the lawyer

new way of thinking into p politic
and the Indian system — all thetime
racked by self-doubt.

whom d as oneof his
closest friends; Madhu Deolekar, who
explained the complexity of the

party conformity bodies i uctsafety stanc 1 Theviewsare personal

relationship between the Rashtriya and forming a new party. An accommodate the middle Operation Sindoor was alost
Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) and the exposition of the relationship castes, represented by opportunity in blasting Pakistan off the
Janata Party, the contradiction finally between L KAdvani and Charan Singh. This feeling of face of the earth would wonder why
emerging as the proximate reason for Vajpayee — both whenin o denial would later explode as Vajpayee let go of the opportunity when
the unravelling of the Janata Party; and powerand outof it —is [ "‘,!— the Mandal con(roversy, lead he had i it, by telling the Cabinet
Devendra Swarup, who was a historian frustratingly briefand Pt toth Security when the Kargil
ofthe RSS. All these people have died actually merits another book. BELITVER'S social justice a: it war . “Pl don’tcrossthe
recently and the author was fortunatein ~ Vajpayee'sdistancing from political principle and push LoC. No, nocrossing the LoC,” the
recording their testimony as they were the Advani-led Rath Yatra, DILEMMA the BJP towards Mandir as author quotes him as saying in the book.
witnesses and primary sources to even his mockery ofit, and Advani tried toavoid the Asection on Vajpayees relationship
crucial events in Vajpayee's life. Now in then, having to defend the itfalls represented for with Modi is illuminative.
their90s, Sahgal who shed: Babri Masjid demolitionis Believer's Dilemma: Lhe organisation. ‘There are a couple of minor factual
new light on Vajpayee's lifelong oneaspect of the relationship. Valr« yee and the Hindu As Prime Minister, errors in the book. Yashwant Sinha was
companion, Rajkumari Kaul; Eric Butthenthere'sthe :g% zﬁ.g‘s’ﬂ‘ 0 power Vajpayee had to deal with never an MLA so he could not have
Gonsalves, formerambassador, and “elevation” of Mr Advani as by Abhishek Choudh: many threats — ranging resigned from leadership of the
others also speak in the book. Deputy Prime Minister, the P‘{jbhsh':diy pmo:d oV from the very stability of the Opposition in Bihar in the wake of the

Also of great value are the new facts actionitselfillustrating the India government to his own belief hawalascandal. In the preface, the
the book brings to light. With confidence, powerstrugglethatwasonin 453 pages %999 system. RSS leader author writes about 2008; “India got its
Abhishek Choudhary asserts in the book the background inthe Dattopant Thengadi’s first minority prime minister”:
that the never-married Vajpayee had a government. mobilisation of opinion “minority” asin religious? That was in
biological daughter. This s the first time ‘The book explains expansively, the against the economic philosophy (such 2004. Numerical? That happened even
this hasbeen cited as a fact, though there iling ci f Vaj as it was) of the Vajpayee government earlier. Itis not clear. Butall thisis

hasbeen tittle-tattle about Vajpayee’s
personal life. The author has also
recorded the many occasions that
Vajpayee considered leaving the Jana
Sangh/Bharatiya Janata Party altogether

tenure as foreign minister and concludes
that it was not just dual membership of
theRSSthat led tothe demise of the
Janata Party but that leaders like Morarji
Desai did not sufficiently appreciate or

‘would lead Arun Shourie to describe the
BJP as “Congress plusacow”. Italso
‘makes you wonder whether the Hindu
“Right” is an accurate description for the
party. And many today who feel

trivial. The bookisa detached and
thorough exploration of the actual
working of Hindutva in power politics,
‘mandatory reading for all those who
want to understand India.
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US-style retirement savings models may not work

midst changing demographics and shorter

careers, India could be faced witha

retirement crisis in a decade’s time. The
recent white paper by CRISIL Intelligence and the
Association of Mutual Funds of India (AMFT), flagging
this challenge and suggesting solutions, is therefore
timely. However, whether the solution lies in India
borrowing 401 (k) plans and IRAs (Individual
Retirement Accounts) from the US pension system, as
the white paper recommends, requires debate.

According to the white paper, the
proportion of seniors in India’s population is
set to rise from 11 per cent to 21 per cent by
2050, resulting in a senior population of 34.6
crore. Despite mandatory EPF (Employees
Provident Fund), only 27.2 per cent of the
workers are covered by mandatory pension
schemes, compared to 76 per cent for OECD
countries. India’s pension schemes deliver a
pension replacement rate of just 38.9 per cent
(this is the proportion of pre-retirement
income that retirees will earn). Much of these
savings are parked in fixed income avenues,
creatinga risk of pension corpuses
under-shooting inflation. The white paper
diagnoses the pension challenge correctly,
but the solutions offered are inadequate.

It suggests policymakers should promote
mutual fund-managed Voluntary Retirement
Accounts (MF-VRASs) on the lines of US
401(k) and IRA plans. Workers and
self-employed folk will make voluntary and
tax-deductible contributions to MF-VRAs
through their working life, which are locked
inuntil 60. MF managers will take
discretionary calls on how the money will be
deployed over the lifecycle of the investor,
subject to an initial choice between a
conservative, moderate and aggressive
strategy. Employers will be required to offer
MF-VRAs and make their own contributions
to them. The paper argues the MF industry,
given its rising popularity and tight
regulation by Securities and Exchange Board
of India (SEBI), is the best choice for
managing pension savings.

These proposals suffer from several flaws.
For one, it is not clear how MF-VRAs will
co-exist with EPF and NPS —which are
mandatory for private sector and government
employees, respectively. To assume that
savers will have room for further retirement
contributions after parking mandatory sums
in EPF and NPS and investing in Public
Provident Fund and equity MFs, is a stretch.
Two, MFs have delivered performance
because investors are able to exit funds that
underperform. MF-VRA investors though,
will be subject to long lock-ins with a limited
ability to port between VRA managers. Three,
given that MF-VRAs will supplement other
investments in an individuals’ portfolio, it
would be desirable to empower every
investor to self-direct fund choices to suit her
own risk profile, rather than allow the VRA
manager to take this call. US 401(k) plans
have been criticised for their high fees,
restrictive menu and risky calls. Finally, for a
less-affluent economy like India, expanding
the coverage of and benefits from
government-funded pension schemes is
critical to averting a retirement crisis.

POCKET
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inally, zero Goods & Services

Tax (GST) on health

insurance policies will be a

reality soon. Inan article

titled ‘Why 18% tax on health
insurance?’ in this paper on October 9,
2024, we had given 10 reasons for
reducing substantially or abolishing
GST onhealth insurance, and we stand
vindicated.

‘While the decision will help all
citizens, the health insurers seem to be
somewhat uncomfortable as ‘input tax
credit’ will not be available to them to
defray partly the operational costs. This
‘has raised concerns over the full
transmission of the GST benefit to the
insurance seeker.

Insurance world over has gaineda
reputation of being focussed solely on
profits.

But insurance, by definition, is meant
tobe alow-cost business. Basically, the
insurers are required to manage the ‘risk
fund’ created out of premium
collections with minimum
administrative and distribution costs.
However, over time, insurance has
turned intoa high-cost business with
huge internal salaries and commissions
toagents, brokers and intermediaries,
together accounting for 30-35 per cent
per some estimates.

Consequently, the risk fund is eroded
upfront,and any increase in claims is
offset by increase in premiums.
Moreover, insurers enjoy zero credit risk
in premium collections, as in India,
premiums, by law, are collected in
advance.

ol [ 7

For insurers, the positive way to
render insurance affordable and widely
penetrable is to curb operational costs.

However, there could be negative
ways. For instance, there could be: (a)

product differentiation’ favouring

areas, although ility remains an
issue.

Health insurers should view the issue
of ‘affordability’ as an opportunity and
penetrate the market. Moreover, health
insurance is a recurrent business —

higher p policies, i.e.,

of certain facilities or benefits from
‘standard’ policies and their inclusion in
‘premium’ policies or (b) delay in claim
settlement or random chopping of
claimed sums by exploiting weaknesses
in the grievance redressal mechanism.

The Finance Minister has assured that
the government would persuade
insurers to transmit the full benefit to
the people.

However, if transmission does not
happen, the option of disciplinary action
against the errant firms must be
exercised.

In India, health insurance penetration
islow because the insurers believe that
generally, the standard of health of
Indians is not good enough, living
conditions are poor and incidence of
diseases is more so that premium rates
cannot be kept low enough. Asa
corollary, they focus on urban and metro
areas instead of rural and semi-urban
(RUSU) areas.

However, ‘health awareness’ is
spreading in all areas, There are both
quantitative and qualitative ‘shifts’ in
food habits and greater focus on physical
fitness which will likely continue
following the current across-the-board
reductions in GST.

Besides, availability of public as well
as private health services is slowly but
surely improving, especially in RUSU

Health insurers should
view the issue of
‘affordability’ as an
opportunity and
penetrate the market

yearly s ar datoryto keepa
policyalive.

General insurers who also provide
health insurance (i.e., excluding the
Stand-Alone Health Insurers) have the
leverage of cross-subsidising the low
health premium by charging more
premium in other business segments
like automobile insurance, the demand
forwhich is largely inelastic.

And, with reduction in GST on small
cars, tractors, etc., this business is set to
grow further.

Viewed from this perspective, this
provides opportunity for the general
insurers to explore new business areas
such as catastrophe/climate insurance,
which s the need of the hour.

The decision will likely stimulate
cross-selling of insurance products by
the public sector banks (PSBs) and
private sector banks (PvBs). In this
respect, the former is better placed than
the latter as they own huge database of
their customers, including in the RUSU
areas, thanks to their participation in the
financial inclusion drive. Therefore, for
PSBs, customer acquisition cost will be
low, unlike PvBs who have to work on
this front further.

However, cross-selling needs proper
staffing and incentivisation, besides
curbs on mis-selling.

The government would find it easier
to persuade the public sector general
insurance players including PSBs doing
cross-selling; however, negotiating with
the private sector players (including
banks) may pose some difficulties.
Nevertheless, we expect ‘competition,’
coupled with ‘economies of scale’ that
would accrue in the medium term,
would make things easier.

Zero GST on
health insurance

— A healthy move

HEALTH FIRST. Insurers must ensure that the benefit of this
move is transmitted fully to the people

GerTY IMAGES
‘THE PRE-REQUISITES
The 18 per cent GST was not the only
retardant against health insurance
penetration. There are many other kinks
that require levelling in order to
facilitate GST abolition to make the
penetration deeper, especially in the
RUSU areas.

The insurance business is
‘agent-driven’because insurance
products are harder to understand than
banking products. So the financial
literacy drive, which has so far focused
on banking, must be extended to
insurance with insurance agents playing
acrucial role.

People must be nudged to avail
themselves of proper medical care which
health insurance can facilitate. Here,
personal touch, instead of mechanical
messages, holds the key.

Poor standard of health especially
among the young imposes colossal costs
ona nation. The health insurers,among
others, must realise this and shrug their
profit obsession so that when the
country, in the near future, graduates
into an upper-middle class economy,
they can also reap commensurate
benefit.

India also needs an an exclusive
health insurance regulator.

One of its functions should be to
ensure that the insurers, hospitals and
Third Party Administrators are kept at
arm’s le

There is merit in the argument
favouring a regulator for private
hospitals which are mushrooming
across the country with many of them
being corporates. These hospitals are
largely driving medical inflation.

Insum, GST abolition on health
insurance is expected to promote
‘inclusive insurance’.

‘Srinivasan is a former wholetime member, IRDAI. Das is +

aformer Assistant General Manager (Economist), S81.

Railways’ freight reform plan moves at slow speed

Given that rail is a greener and cheaper mode, the Railways must make a serious push to capture more freight traffic

—
Sudhanshu Mani

he National Logistics Policy
(NLP), launched in September
2022, seeks to reduce logistics
costs to 8 per cent from the current
13-14 per cent of GDP by 2030, through
an integrated, cross-sectoral framework.
By promoting infrastructure
development, digital integration, and
better ination acro: keh
the pchcy alms to create a seamless,
logy-driven logisti
‘The PM Gati Shakti National Master
Planlaunched in October 2021
complements the NLP by integrating
multiple modes of transport intoa
coordinated network while promoting
multi-modal logistics parks and allied
infrastructure to boost connectivityand

“Good evenmg’
I .am your dinner coach for tonight!”

Railways are a far greener and cheaper
mode of transport vis-a-vis road or air
and enhancing freight carriage by Indian
Railways (IR), therefore, is of
significance. So reducing logistics costs
hinges on raising the modal share of rail
freight from around 27 per cent in 2022
to 45 per cent by 2030, increasing
average freight train speeds from around
25 kmph to 50 kmph, and achieving
originating loading of 3000 million
tonnes (mt) by 2027 — objectives that

also formed part of IR’s own initiatives
like the National Rail Plan (NRP),
Mission Raftar and Mission 3000 mt.

The performance of IR so far, in spite
of massive infra spending in recent
years, has been remarkably
underwhelming. Rail freight share has
dwindled to about 25 per cent, and
average freight train speeds have not
improved despite commissioning of
Dedicated Freight Corridors (DFCs).
Originating loading in FY25 was only
1617 mt, with annual growth of loading
and freight earnings at less than 2 per
cent in spite of the economy growing at
over 6 per cent.

It was, therefore, surprising when
Minister of Road Transport and
Highways Nitin Gadkari recently
affirmed that India’s logistics cost would
fall to single digits by end-2026, while
inaugurating major highway projects
with Prime Minister Narendra Modi. But
better roads alone cannot achieve this,
as long-distance road haulage is
inherently costlier than rail. The
Minister, however, did not explain how
this target could be met given the rail
sector’s lacklustre performance.

There has been some progress in
ULIP, the digital initiative to integrate
systems and data sources for seamless
information exchange, and in
developing Gati Shakti multi-modal

FREIGHT TRAFFIC. Need to speed up

REuTERS

terminals (GCTs). GCTs number 80
today nationwide, though many were
redesignated from ongoing works to pad
the count, with 200 under plans through
public-private partnership. GCTs are
expected w© leverage the DFCs, which
currently op four

with six more expected by FY26. Yet
despite these efforts, IR continues to
cite “early days” for the lack of freight
impact. That excuse wears thin: four
years have passed since freight targets
were set, and the promised dividends
remain elusive.

IR’s freight basket of coal, cement,
iron ore, steel, foodgrains, fertilizers and
P.O.L. has changed little in decades. The
share of coal — expected to decline with
pithead power plants and climate

concerns — has actually increased. IR’s
share can rise only by attracting new
traffic such as containers, automobiles,
bulk cement, flyash, and consumer and
perishable goods, whereas progress has
been limited to the first two.

Carrying these commodities requires
bold initiatives — tariff rationalisation,
incentive schemes with genuine
autonomy at zonal and divisional levels,
development and deployment of
special-purpose wagons, augmenting
commodity-specific customized
containerisation, time-tables freight
trainsand private participation.
Progress in these areas remains sluggish,
and customer-centric efforts rare.

‘Take flyash: out of about 250 mt
available, IR carries only 10 mt. Despite a
plan to move it in special containers, the
bureaucracy failed to resolve operators’
concerns on high turnaround time and
uncompetitive tariffs.

Also the much-touted Gati Shakti
freight trains focus narrowly on speed of
rail transfer, ignoring more critical
issues of multiple handling and
first-and-last mile linkages. Itis high
time IR sheds inertia, and crafts
imaginative policies to capture traffic
that rightly belongs to rail.

‘Thewriter is Retd. GM, Indian Railways and
onstltant Leader, ject
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Cotton import threat
Apropos, ‘Perils of duty-free cotton
imports’, (September 9), duty-free
cottonimports, though framed as an
economic stabiliser for the textile
sector, have paradoxically dealt a
debilitating blow to India’s agrarian
sector.

Cottonimports have triggered a

industrial stakeholders, has
exacerbated structural inequities in
theagricultural economy by
externalising costs onto cultivators.
Anuanced recalibration is needed —
one that harmonises industrial
exigencies with agrarian
sustainability to safeguard rural
livelihoods.

precipitous price decline, thereby N Sadhasiva Reddy
destabilising farm-gate revenuesin Bengaluru
regions already plagued by

nd escalating A deal

cultivation costs. Farmers, deprived
of remunerative returns, confront a

Itis with reference to the news ‘India,
Israel sign pact to further boost

of shrinking
heightened indebtedness.
This policy, while cushioning

tradeand
9). Thisis a welcome move.
This is a strategic step that will open

new doors for both Israeli and Indian
investors, strengthen Israeli exports
and provide businesses on both
sides.

Indiais Israel’s second largest
country partnerin Asia. Major
exports from India to Israel include
pearls and precious stones, chemical
and mineral products, machinery
and electrical equipment and
transport equipment.

P Victor Selvaraj

Palayamkottal (TN)

Market peril
This refers to the Pocket
Cartoon(September 9). Hats off to

wonderfulidea.

‘Dairy Board to make Desi ‘Starter

For sure, this profit savvy,
must be livingina fool’s paradise. But
the fact al: ins that most of

cultures’ ). Much
needed measures to curbimport

the retail investors tend toinvest
huge sums of money solely withan
eyeon making some quick money
sans doing the proper home work.

eand promote
Atmanirbharata.

However, the success of RUC culture
is highly dependent on the struggle
of domestic dairy farmers, who have

Soit’s hardly asurprise that many
end up losing money in the stock
markets.

All that glitters may not always be
gold.

SK Gupta

New Delhi

lleward farmers’ strugg!e

d with with the uncertainty
of unreliable price realisation,
Therefore the NDDB must advise big
dairy brands to sharea portion of
profit out of this new venture to level
the field for farmers, as atribute to
their toil, if not as 2 remuneration for
their struggle.

iv M:

the cartoonist for ha
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Uplift women in dairying

Training, targeted support can make a difference

o

Saurabh Bandyopadhyay
Ajaya K Sahu

Bornali Bhandari

experiencinga

transformation, and women
are atits core. The Ministry of
Skill Development and
Entrepreneurship (MSDE) and
NCAER (2025) study titled,
“National Skill Gap Study for High
Growth Sectors’, assessed the
skill shortages and gaps in the
sector, ‘raising cattle and
buffaloes’.

The MSDE-NCAER study used
the Periodic Labour Force Survey
(2022-23) data to show that the
employment in the livestock
sector increased at a compound
annual growth rate of 20.8 per
centbetween 2017-18 and
2022-23. This sector employed 5
per cent of the coun
workforce. And 82 per cent of the
workers engaged in ‘raising cattle
and buffaloes’ were women.

I ndia’s livestock sector is

DAIRY OPERATIONS. Women
need to move up the value chain

within the value chain (NDDB
Annual Reports). Women-led
cooperatives and self-help groups
(SHGs) offer promising models
that can be replicated across
States. However, several
structural barriers remain.
Limited access to land, financial
credit, and market linkages
prevent women from scaling up
dairy operations. The following
measures can address the dual
nature of the skilling problems
Recogmnon of pnur leammg
and

Despite their domi in
sector, more than 80 per cent of
the female workers were ‘animal
workers’and were employed
cither as self-employed workers
(79 per cent) or unpaid family
workers (20.7 per cent). Only 0.13
per cent of the women workers
were Business Services and
Administration Managers and
0.01 per cent of the female
‘workers were Managing Directors
and Chief Executives.

LOW-PAID LABOUR
Essentially, women are mostly
engaged in low-paid,
lahour intensive jobs suchas
feeding, milking, and cleaning.
The MSDE-NCAER studyalso
found minimal female
representation in skilled or
managerial roles. Majority of the
female workers in this sector were
low-skilled (51 per cent)
characterised by illiteracy or
literacy below primary education.
Essentially, the problem in this
sector is two-fold. First, female
workers in the sector are stuck in
alow-equilibrium trap. Milk
production is also characterised
by low productivity. Second, the

‘women mﬂker/ammal
workers/dairy farmers:

Literacy programmes can be
combined with vocational skilling
programmes like Jan Shikshan
Sansthan (JSS) programmes in
specific blocks;

Mobile training units —
delivering on-the-ground
technical and business skills in
rural areas;

Women-only training centres —
equipping women with practical
knowledge in Al techniques,
fodder conservation, and dairy
technology;

TImpart knowledge of animal
husban

Financial inclusion schemes —
providing microcredit, subsidies,
and insurance for women
entrepreneurs (NABARD 2018).

Gender-sensitive dairy policies
— ensuring equal cooperative
membership, land rights, and
leadership representation (FAO
2009).

Provide entrepreneurship skills
for workers likely to be engaged in
self-employment

Scholarships for women in
dairy science: Incentivising higher

MSDE-NCAER (2025) study education for women in

shows that there are skill veterinaryand dairy-related
shortages in formal job roles like d.lSClp].Ll]ES (U-DISE+2022-23).
veterinary ips for women in
mechanic-refrigeration and dairy management

air-conditioning, dairy
technologists, and managers of
dairy farms.

For the first problem, the
Gujarat model shows a way out,
‘where women-run dairies

The future of India’s dairy
sector depends on how well we
empower women — through
education, training, and targeted
support.

—

supported by financial
and leadership training have

Fellow,and Bhandari is a Professor, at NCAER.

elevated their inc droles
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SAT sets aside SEBI order in UBS Sec case

The Securities Appellate Tribunal (SAT) today set aside the SEBI order of May
17,2005, debarring UBS Securities Asia from issuing participatory notes for
one year. The two-member tribunal said: “We do not find any reason to uphold
the orders issued by the market regulators.. We also do not find there is
violation of SEBI (Foreign Institutional Investors) regulations.”

Maruti to roll out diesel cars by end-2006
Upbeat about the potential of 25 million two-wheeler buyers in the last five
years upgrading to cars, Maruti Udyog Ltd said it was all set to tap this

HIRE Bill shakes up IT players

Trump camp’s rallying cry piles pressure on India’s tech titans already battling shrinking margins from Al

THE WIDER
ANGLE.
A\ A
PARAN BALAKRISHNAN

t'sa private member’s bill that’s

unlikely to win passage. But the

Halt International Relocation of

Employment (HIRE) Bill

introduced in the US Senate has
senta chill through India’s software
services industry. Add to that the
aggressive messaging from far-right
activist Laura Loomer, an ally of US
President Donald Trump, who is calling
on Washington to “make call centres
Americanagain.”

India’s IT giants have no choice but to
payattention. The HIRE Bill proposes a
25 per cent tariff on all work sent
abroad. That could devastate India’s star
IT players, while also hurting scores of
other countries. At the same time, it
‘would raise costs for US companies,
which would have to get their work done
domestically or paya tariff on anything
outsourced. The biggest US firms would
all be badly impacted, points out
Pareekh Jain, founder of EIIR Trend,
‘whoadds: “This is only to create
pressure because they have challenges in
their market about employment.”

BUSINESS MODEL

But passed or not, the HIRE Bill drives
home the fact that India’s software
services companies will have to rethink
their business models and the way they
operate. The HIRE Bill is just one danger
on the horizon; the greater challenge is
Al which threatens to upend the
industry’s way of functioning.

Almostall Indian IT players have
focused the bulk of their attention on
the US. India’s tech outsourcing
machine sells more to North America
thananywhere else.

NASSCOM’s annual review estimates
the industry will clock about $282 billion
this fiscal year, with over 62 per cent of
exports headed there. Any US move to
limit or ban outsourcing would result in
amassive hit.

Take the big three: TCS derived 48.2
per cent of revenue from North America
last year, according to company figures.

STATISTALK.

TIME TO CHANGE. Indian software giants must now hire top-tier talent capable of working with fast-evolving Al models cerrimces

Infosys booked 57.9 per cent. Wipro
reported around 60 per cent.

It may now be time to look more
seriouslyat Europe and the Global
South. Indian IT firms already hold
plenty of contracts in Europe, but the US
has always been the easiest market.
Now, newer fields of operation such as
Southeast Asia and Africa may have to
come into sharper focus. These markets
could be tough to penetrate at first, buta
start must be made.

aslong-term arrangements, spread over
years.

Still, there’s a catch. Over the last two
decades, Indian IT services companies
have perfected a model that depends on
large volumes of work done by low-paid
junior employees. But Al is reducing the
role of junior staff, notes Jain. This
means margins are being squeezed on
almost every project: the old profit
engine — cheap juniors doing bulk work
— vanishes, but the r model

same way, this time by Eastern European
rivals wielding Al to drive costs even
lower. If everyone uses similar Al tools,
projects become more standardised.
‘That makes it harder for Indian IT firms
to charge a premium, further squeezing
profits.

The only way forward is to start
raising salaries and bring in the best
talent possible. But heavy investments
in Al tools and infrastructure will erode

Despite the US row over
Indian companies have landed sizeable
contracts in recent months. But both the
Indian firms and their American clients
are keen to downplay the size of those
deals to avoid controversy. As aresult,
several contracts have been structured

Over the last two
decades, Indian IT
services companies have
perfected a model that
depends on large volumes
of work done by low-paid
junior employees

hasn’t yet developed the same margins.
“If you reduce the number of junior
employees, the overall project margins
are coming down,” Jain says.

Can Indian companies raise prices to
compensate? “Then global companies
become more competitive. Your
advantage is that your price is less,” Jain
observes.

The reality is that Indian software
giants must now hire top-tier talent
capable of working with fast-evolving AT
models.

Almost three decades ago, Indian
companies muscled into the US and
beyond by offering to dowork for 25 per
cent less than anyone else. Today, they
face the danger of being undercut in the
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¢

the margin ge they once gained
from cheap junior staff, And that poses
another problem: shrinking margins
could immediately hit share prices.

One fact is certain: corporations
worldwide will continue to need services
and people to manage them. “You might
need 20 per cent fewer people. But there
are so many Al models, so much
software. Theywill need someone to
manage all this,” Jain says. However, the
business model and pricing will be
different.

Are Indian companies ready to tackle
this new tech world order? That’s the
giant question looming over the
industry. If they don’t move quickly,a
new challenger could emerge, using new
technology to undercut India’s old stars.

On businessline.in

Fire fuels growth as general insurance sector slows in July: JM Financial

India's general insurance industry posted a modest 3% growth in Gross Direct Premium Income (GDP) in July 2025, according to a report by
IM Financial Institutional Securities, The fire segment led with 28% YoY growth, while crop premiums slumped 36%. Fire has been the
standout performer, with consistent monthly acceleration from 16% to 28% YoY growth so far in FY26. The motor segment s losing steam,
slowing from 11% to 6% growth. Health insurance remains subdued at 3% due to accounting changes, though standalone health insurers
(SAHIS) maintained a steady growth momentum. Private players continue to face headwinds, while SAHIs demonstrate resilience so far in FY26.

Industry growth volatility persists:

moderates to 3% in July from 13% April 2025 peak
Gross Direct Premium Income (GDPI) growth (YoY %) for the industry
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Standalone health insurers gain ground
while private players lose market share

GDPI market share (in %)
Private Public

= Standalone health insurers

SENNEEEEETRER,
il B 0

United India

i y-0-y growth, while
crop premiums slumped 36%
Segmental split (y-0-y growth %)

=Motor =Crop

Top 10 players (GDPI basis for YTDFY26)
in the general insurance industry

Oriental

229%

Market share (in %)
Bajaj Tata-AIG
Allianz

National

- Star Health

RBI’s private capex revival
guidance: Hope or
overstatement?

When placed against
other official data and
independent surveys, the
optimism of the RBI
seems fragile. The
prolonged weakness in
private capex comes from
W both external shocks and
5 % Jdomestic policy gaps,
@PEEEE says Dhananjay Sinha
https://tinyurl.com/4bxrhdsc

Haryana’s deepening law
and order crisis

There's a shocking
increase in crimes,

@M@ especially against,

._ women, Dalits, and

"h et lised
1-_)_—-41!' marginalise

Communlhes says
@ﬁ-ﬁ‘ﬂm Bhupinder Singh Hooda
htps://tinyurl.com/bdz79e2e

Tacl;lir{g the ;courge of
agricultural indebtedness

opportunity with an aggressive product rollout plan and would launch diesel CICI-Lombard &Allied Shrinking farm holdings
cars by 2006-end. 40 L = is a key factor in rising
. o i+ indebtedness.
RBI to approve opening/closing of bank branches annually 20 — = Cooperative farming
T‘he RBI Wm:v?v,v givef aﬁgretgate appr?;als o: an ar‘\jnufaft‘ basis fo}r;he o:Tetcling, L N , e a7 RGO could be away out, point
closing, or shifting of all categories of branches and offices, including ATMs. S S 3 S & Y S N out A Amarender Redd:
According to a notification issued by the central bank, the approval will be e 4y S S Iy S @ e sei ¥ o v
" . N " ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ India ! and Tulsi Lingareddy

given through a “consltative and interactive process” and would be valid for General
one year from the date of communication. Source: IM Financial Institutional Securities 169
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EASY NOT SO EASY

ACROSS DOWN ACROSS DOWN

1. The earth (5) 1. Computerised type 1. The earth was spinning, one is told (5) 1. Computer that writes crossword rope has to be

4. Highly wicked, atrocious (7)  producer (4.9) 4. Very wicked shine may be taken out of the Open givento (4.9)

8. Give up; transfer money (5)
9. Inert, lethargic (7)

10, Type confusedly mixed (3)
11, Getting louder (mus) (9)
12.Kiln to dry hops (4)

13. Reduce to carbon (4)

18. Followers, attendants (9)
20, Gratuity (3)

21. Surrounded by the sea (3-4)
22. Native pigment (5)

23. Stock-farmer in

America (7)

24, Palm fruit (5)

2. Large drinking-glasses (7)
3. Discern, find out (6)

4, Jack, sticker of piano (6)
5. Invertebrate such as
butterfly (6)

6.Pungent bulb (5)

7. Shorthand-typists (Am) (13)
14. Small axe (7)

15. Make one suffer for
offence (6)

16. Humorous raillery (6)
17. Empty, free (6)

19. Direct, aim gun (5)

University (7)

8. Send money for clock to be put back (5)

9. I've first to get through the grammarian’s voice (7)
10. Shepherd's made a mess of the type (3)

11. Getting louder, score might finish on C (9)

12. It dries, as it's found in the earlier Bible part (4)

13. Alady to clean the fish (4)

18. The followers have note to argue about (9)

20. Indicate favourite leafbud for tea (3)

21.To be surrounded by water is great in potential (3,4)
22. Money, some say, for yellow pigment (5)

23. He farms on the large scale, making the Navy reach out (7)
24. Arranges to go out with times historians use (5)

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2778

ACROSS 1. Pandemonium 8. Larva 9. Disowns 10. Clutter 11. Poise 12. Theirs 14. Advice 18. Clamp 19. Trample 21. Pontoon 23. Trope 24. Refreshment
DOWN 1. Polecat 2. Nurture 3. Epact 4. Orders 5. Insipid 6. Mow 7. Waste 13. Reproof 15. Improve 16. Element 17. Stance 18. Caper 20. Aitch 22. Nor

2. Large glasses for Summer may be about right (7)

3. Make out I've wanted to be a sleuth (6)
4, Jack hasn't started the helicopter (6)
5. Heartless way closely to examine a fly (6)

6. Flaming rocket might have had one in tears (5)

7. They take notes, her grasp of which they
type out (13)

14. This critical job will give one the chop (7)
5. Make one suffer his mistaken play on words
first (6)

16. Chaff from ten perhaps in the saloon (6)

17. Not having any, I've odd way of showing it (6)
19. Get ready to perform witha number of coaches (5)
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