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"The purpose of education is to replace an empty mind with an open one." -Malcolm Forbes

JAMMU: 

JAMMU: Vice Chancellor Prof
Umesh Rai felicitated two of its
distinguished professors, Prof.
Rajnikant and Prof. Rajeev
Rattan, on their appointment as
Vice-Chancellors of Usha Martin
University, Ranchi (Jharkhand),
and Sindhu Central University,
Ladakh, respectively.

Prof. Rajnikant, former Dean
Research Studies, Dean, Faculty
of Sciences and former Head of
the Department of Physics, has
been appointed as the Vice-Chan-
cellor of Usha Martin University,
Ranchi. Prof. Rajeev Rattan, who
has been serving as the Head, De-
partment of Education and for-
merly served as the Dean, Fac-
ulty of Education, has been ap-
pointed as the Vice-Chancellor of
Sindhu Central University,
Ladakh. Both academicians have
also held several key administra-
tive positions in the University
during their distinguished ca-
reers.

Congratulating both academi-

cians, the Vice-Chancellor, Prof.
Umesh Rai, described their ap-
pointments as a matter of im-
mense pride for the University
fraternity. He said that the eleva-
tion of the University's faculty
members to the office of Vice-
Chancellor reflects the academic

excellence, leadership, adminis-
trative capabilities and commit-
ment to higher education that the
University has consistently nur-
tured over the years.

Prof. Rai observed that the
University has produced several
distinguished academicians who

have gone on to lead institutions
of national importance. He ex-
pressed confidence that Prof. Ra-
jnikant and Prof. Rajeev Rattan
would provide visionary leader-
ship to their respective universi-
ties, promote academic innova-
tion, strengthen research and in-

stitutional governance and con-
tribute meaningfully to the ad-
vancement of higher education in
the country. He wished them a
successful and fulfilling tenure in
their new assignments.

Expressing their gratitude,
Prof. Rajnikant and Prof. Rajeev
Rattan thanked the Vice-Chancel-
lor and the University fraternity
for the warm felicitation. They
acknowledged the invaluable op-
portunities and support extended
to them by the University
throughout their academic ca-
reers. 

The felicitation ceremony
was attended by Prof Neelu
Rohmetra, Dean Research Stud-
ies, Prof. J. P. Singh Joorel, Dean
Academic Affairs, Prof Sangita
Gupta,  Dean Planning and De-
velopment,  Dr. Neeraj Sharma,
Registrar, Deans and other
Senior Officers of the Univer-
sity, who joined the Vice-Chan-
cellor in extending their heart-
felt congratulations and best
wishes to the newly appointed
Vice-Chancellors.

Vice Chancellor felicitated Professors on
their appointment as Vice-Chancellors

JAMMU: 

Continuing its tradition of rec-
ognizing academic excellence, the
University organized a special cer-
emony to present gold medals and
merit certificates to students who
could not receive their honours
during the Special Convocation,
owing to unavoidable circum-
stances.

In accordance with the provi-
sions of the University Statutes,
gold medalists who are unable to
attend the convocation are
awarded their medals subse-
quently. Acting on requests re-
ceived from eligible students, the
University presented gold medals

and merit certificates to medalists
belonging to the batches of 2019,
2020, 2022 and 2023 at a ceremony
held at the Vice-Chancellor's Sec-
retariat.

A total of ten gold medalists
were felicitated on the occasion.
The medals were presented by the
Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Umesh Rai,
in the presence of Prof. Neelu
Rohmetra, Dean Research Stud-
ies, Prof. J. P. Singh Joorel, Dean
Academic Affairs, Dr. Neeraj
Sharma, Registrar, Sanjeev Maha-
jan, Controller of Examinations
and other University officials.

Prof. Umesh Rai congratulated
the gold medalists and said that 
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Gold medalists honoured by VC in
special presentation ceremony

JAMMU: 

In a significant development
for the University, the long-pend-
ing matter concerning 147 kanals
and 11 marlas of land adjoining
its main campus at Rakh Bahu,
under the possession of the
Army has been resolved, paving
the way for the University to ad-
dress its growing requirements
for academic and infrastructural
expansion. As per the letter of
the Ministry of Defence, Govt of
India, the UT Administration of
J&K shall hand over land meas-
uring 2062 Kls 17 Mls in Tehsil
Nagrota and 62 Kls in Tehsil
Jammu,J&K to the Army, in lieu
of the land currently under their
possession adjoining main
campus of the University at
Jammu.

The matter has its roots in the
original allotment of land for the
establishment of the University
campus in 1973. Of the land allot-
ted by the then State Govern-
ment at Rakh Bahu, a portion re-
mained under the possession of
the Army. Over the years, the
University, along with the J&K
Government, continued to
pursue the matter with the con-
cerned authorities at different

levels.
The issue, however, gained re-

newed thrust and momentum
over the last four years after
Prof. Umesh Rai took over as
Vice-Chancellor, with the Uni-
versity taking it up with the Min-
istry of Defence, Government of
India, and subsequently pursu-
ing it in coordination with the
J&K administration, Defence au-
thorities and other concerned de-
partments, with the crucial sup-
port and intervention of Lok
Bhawan, Jammu and Kashmir.
The process envisages the ex-
change of 147 kanals and 11
marlas of land adjoining the Uni-
versity campus.

Welcoming the development,
Vice-Chancellor, Prof. Umesh
Rai, described it as a historic
step towards meeting the Univer-
sity’s future academic and devel-
opmental requirements.

Prof. Rai and the entire Uni-
versity fraternity, expressed
heartfelt gratitude to Smt.
Droupadi Murmu,  Hon’ble Pres-
ident of India, Rajnath Singh,
Minister of Defence,  Manoj
Sinha,  Lieutenant Governor of
Jammu and Kashmir and Chan-
cellor, University of Jammu,
Omar Abdullah, Chief Minister

of Jammu and Kashmir and the
Indian Army for their support
and cooperation in facilitating
the resolution of the long-pend-
ing matter. He also placed on
record the University’s deep ap-
preciation for Dr. Mandeep
Kumar Bhandari, Principal Sec-
retary to the Hon’ble Lieutenant
Governor, for his tireless sup-
port and coordination; the Divi-
sional Commissioner, Jammu,
for playing an instrumental and
solution-oriented role; the
Deputy Commissioner, Jammu,
Commissioner Secretary Higher
Education Department, Govern-
ment of Jammu and Kashmir;
local Defence authorities; civil
society and all other  stakehold-
ers whose support and efforts
contributed to bringing the
matter to its present stage.

Prof. Rai said that bringing a
matter of this nature to its pres-
ent stage required sustained co-
ordination among different insti-
tutions and authorities, and the
University deeply appreciates
the support it has received from
all concerned.

Recognizing the long institu-
tional history of the matter, the 
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Historic breakthrough for JU:
Army to vacate university land
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JAMMU: 

The Department of Students
Welfare (DSW) organized a com-
memorative programme to pay
rich tribute to Bharat Ratna Dr.
A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, former Presi-
dent of India, whose life and legacy
continue to inspire generations of
students, researchers and citizens
across the country.

The programme witnessed the
participation of members of the
university fraternity, students and
scholars, who gathered to remem-
ber the remarkable contributions
of Dr. Kalam as a distinguished sci-
entist, visionary leader, educator
and champion of youth empower-
ment. The event highlighted his
enduring commitment to knowl-
edge, innovation and national de-
velopment while encouraging stu-
dents to imbibe the values he ex-
emplified throughout his illustri-
ous life.

Speaking on the occasion, Dean
Students Welfare, Prof. Prakash
Antahal, said that Dr. Kalam's
vision continues to serve as a guid-
ing force for the youth and chil-
dren of the nation. Recalling sev-
eral of his inspirational achieve-
ments, he said that Dr. Kalam's
dedication, humility and commit-
ment to excellence continue to mo-
tivate young minds to dream big

and work tirelessly towards
achieving their goals. He urged
students to draw inspiration from
Dr. Kalam's life and contribute
meaningfully to society through
knowledge, innovation and serv-
ice.

Prof. Sarika Manhas, Co-Chair-
person, Campus Cultural Commit-
tee, also paid tribute to Dr. Kalam
and described him as a symbol of
integrity, simplicity and persever-
ance. She encouraged students to
embrace his ideals of lifelong
learning, discipline and nation-
building, observing that his legacy
remains relevant in inspiring
future generations to pursue excel-

lence with dedication and compas-
sion. As part of the programme, a
short documentary titled Wings of
Fire, based on Dr. Kalam's cele-
brated autobiography, was
screened. The documentary pro-
vided an insightful glimpse into
his extraordinary journey from
humble beginnings to becoming
one of India's most respected scien-
tists and the President of the
nation. The screening inspired the
participants and reinforced the
timeless values and vision champi-
oned by the People's President.

The programme concluded with
the participants reaffirming their
commitment to uphold Dr. Kalam's

ideals and strive towards building
a progressive, innovative and in-
clusive nation.

Among those present were
members of the Campus Cultural
Committee, including Dr. Pritam
Singh, Dr. Ripudaman Parihar, Dr.
Bharti Prabhakar, Dr. Inderjeet
Singh, Dr. Pallavi Sachdeva, Dr.
Sandeep Singh, Dr. P.P. Singh and
Dr. Vimal Kishore.

The programme was coordi-
nated by Sumeet Sharma,
while sound and projection
arrangements were managed
by Kulbhushan Thakur and
Arif Paul.

The events of the Department of

Students Welfare are organized
under the guidance of Prof.
Prakash Antahal, Dean Students
Welfare; Prof. Monika Chadha,
Chairperson, Campus Cultural
Committee; and Prof. Sarika
Manhas, Co-Chairperson, Campus
Cultural Committee. The activities
are coordinated by Dr. Pritam
Singh, Associate Dean Students
Welfare; Dr. Shallu Sharma and
Dr. A.R. Manhas, Deputy Chief
Proctors; Dr. Harleen Kaur and Dr.
Ripudaman Parihar, Assistant
Deans Students Welfare;  Mansi
Mantoo, Officer Incharge; and
Sumeet Sharma, Drama Instruc-
tor.

JAMMU: 

The Business School in collab-
oration with the Malaviya Mis-
sion Teacher Training Centre
(MMTTC) concluded a two-week
online Refresher Course in Com-
merce and Management organ-
ized on the theme "Workplace
Happiness, Mental Health and
Well-being."

The refresher course brought
together faculty members from
universities and colleges across
the country for two weeks of en-
riching academic deliberations
and professional learning.

Speaking as the Chief Guest
during the valedictory session,
Prof. Alka Sharma congratulated
the participants on successfully
completing the programme and
appreciated the organizers for
conceptualizing a refresher
course addressing one of the
most significant concerns in con-
temporary higher education—
the well-being of teachers and
learners.

She observed that academic
excellence flourishes in institu-
tions that prioritize happiness,
mental health, ethical values
and innovation. Prof. Sharma
encouraged the participants to
incorporate the knowledge, per-
spectives and practical strate-
gies gained during the pro-
gramme into their teaching, re-
search, mentoring and institu-
tional responsibilities. She fur-
ther emphasized that faculty
members play a pivotal role in
nurturing resilient, compassion-
ate and socially responsible
future generations.

Earlier, Prof. Amisha Gupta,
Director, The Business School and
Course Coordinator, welcomed
the gathering and expressed grati-
tude to the Malaviya Mission
Teacher Training Centre for its

valuable collaboration in organiz-
ing the refresher course. Reflect-
ing on the successful completion
of the programme, she appreci-
ated the overwhelming response
received from faculty members
across the country. She also ac-
knowledged the significant contri-
butions of the distinguished re-
source persons whose scholarly
deliberations enriched the aca-
demic experience of the partici-
pants and appreciated the efforts
of the organizing committee and
technical team for ensuring the
smooth conduct of the online pro-
gramme.

Presenting the concluding re-
marks, Prof. Sundeep K. Pandita
congratulated the participants on

successfully completing the re-
fresher course and appreciated
their enthusiastic participation
throughout the programme. He re-
iterated that continuous profes-
sional development is essential
for enhancing the quality of
higher education and emphasized
the need for teachers to regularly
update their knowledge and teach-
ing practices to meet the evolving
needs of society and learners. He
also appreciated the collaborative
efforts of MMTTC and The Busi-
ness School in organizing the pro-
gramme and expressed confidence
that the learning outcomes of the
course would positively influence
the participants' academic and
professional pursuits.

The participants appreciated
the academic rigour, interdiscipli-
nary approach and practical ori-
entation of the programme. They
observed that the sessions en-
hanced their subject knowledge
and pedagogical competencies
while inspiring them to adopt ho-
listic approaches towards teach-
ing, research and institutional de-
velopment. They also described
the interactive discussions, reflec-
tive exercises and exchange of di-
verse perspectives as valuable
components of the programme
that promoted professional
growth and collaborative learn-
ing.

The programme concluded
with a vote of thanks by Dr. Saloni

Devi, Course Co-coordinator, who
expressed gratitude to the Chief
Guest, distinguished dignitaries,
resource persons, participants, or-
ganizing committee and the tech-
nical team for their valuable sup-
port in the successful conduct of
the refresher course.

The valedictory session
marked the successful conclusion
of the two-week refresher course
and reaffirmed the commitment of
the University, the Malaviya Mis-
sion Teacher Training Centre and
The Business School towards pro-
moting excellence in higher edu-
cation through continuous faculty
development, academic collabora-
tion and holistic professional
growth.

Tributes paid to Bharat Ratna
Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam at JU

Two-Week Online Refresher Course in
Commerce and Management Concluded
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JAMMU: 

The University Syndicate of the
University at its 123rd meeting held
under the chairmanship of Vice-
Chancellor Prof. Umesh Rai, ap-
proved several significant academic,
institutional and student-centric ini-
tiatives aimed at strengthening im-
plementation of the National Educa-
tion Policy (NEP) 2020, expanding ac-
ademic opportunities, promoting
multidisciplinary education.

Welcoming the members to the
meeting, Vice-Chancellor Prof.
Umesh Rai expressed his gratitude to
the members of the Syndicate for
their continued guidance and valu-
able support in steering the Univer-
sity towards academic excellence and
institutional development. He ob-
served that the Syndicate has consis-
tently played a vital role in strength-
ening the University's academic and
administrative framework through
its collective wisdom and timely deci-
sions.

Prof. Rai expressed confidence
that the decisions taken during the
meeting would further strengthen
the University's academic ecosystem
and create greater opportunities for
students and faculty alike.

On the occasion, the Vice-Chan-
cellor congratulated Prof. Rajeev
Rattan (Member University Syndi-
cate) on his appointment as the first
Vice-Chancellor of Sindhu Central
University, Ladakh. Describing it as a
matter of pride for the University, he
said the appointment is recognition of
Prof. Rattan's academic accomplish-
ments and administrative experience,
and wished him success in his new as-
signment. Earlier, Registrar Dr.
Neeraj Sharma presented various
agenda items before the Syndicate for
consideration, encompassing aca-
demic, administrative, financial and
policy matters.

The Syndicate confirmed the min-
utes of the 122nd meeting of the Uni-
versity Syndicate held on September
22, 2025. It also considered and en-
dorsed the Action Taken Report on
the resolutions passed in the meeting.

The Syndicate endorsed the action
taken by the Vice-Chancellor in au-
thorizing the extension of au-
tonomous status to Government Col-
lege for Women, Parade Ground,
Jammu, Dogra Degree College,
Malook Bhawan, Bassi Kalan, Bari

Brahmana, Jammu and Krishan
Chander Government Degree College,
Haveli, Poonch, affiliated with the
University of Jammu in accordance
with the UGC Regulations.

Among the major academic deci-
sions, the Syndicate endorsed the
adoption of Statutes governing the
One-Year and Two-Year Postgraduate
Programmes under the National Edu-
cation Policy (NEP) 2020 from the aca-
demic session 2025-26 onwards.

The Syndicate also endorsed the
change in nomenclature of the Master
of Technology Programme in Com-
puter Science to Master of Technol-
ogy in Computer Science with special-
ization in Artificial Intelligence and
Data Science offered by the Depart-
ment of Computer Science and IT.
Continuing its implementation of the
National Education Policy, the Syndi-
cate endorsed the revised Statutes
governing the Four-Year Undergrad-
uate Programme as per National Edu-
cation Policy (NEP) 2020 from the aca-
demic session 2026-27 onwards.

The meeting endorsed the intro-
duction of Four-Year Bachelor of
Business Administration (BBA) and
Four-Year Bachelor of Computer Ap-
plications (BCA) programmes under
NEP-2020 at the Kathua Campus from
the academic session 2026-27.

The Syndicate also endorsed the
introduction of the Two-Year Inte-
grated Master of Library and Infor-
mation Science (M.Lib.I.Sc.) Pro-
gramme under NEP-2020 with effect
from the academic session 2026-27. It
further endorsed the discontinuation
of the existing One-Year B.Lib.I.Sc.

programme from the academic ses-
sion 2026-27 and the One-Year
M.Lib.I.Sc. programme from the aca-
demic session 2027-28 offered under
the Non-CBCS pattern. The Statutes
governing the Two-Year Integrated
Master of Library and Information
Science Programme under NEP-2020
were also adopted. The meeting en-
dorsed the introduction of the Inte-
grated Teacher Education Pro-
gramme (ITEP) in the Department of
Education from the academic session
2026-27 in accordance with the Letter
of Intent issued by the National Coun-
cil for Teacher Education (NCTE). It
also endorsed the Statutes and
Scheme governing the programme
from the academic session 2026-27.

The Syndicate endorsed the intro-
duction of the Four-Year Bachelor of
Physical Education and Sports
(B.P.E.S.) programme with an intake
capacity of 50 students in the Direc-
torate of Sports and Physical Educa-
tion from the academic session 2026-
27. It also adopted the Statutes govern-
ing the Four-Year Undergraduate
Programme under NEP-2020 applica-
ble to the B.P.E.S. programme.

The adoption of Statutes govern-
ing the Five-Year Integrated Under-
graduate-Postgraduate Programmes
in the Faculty of Mathematical Sci-
ences from the academic session 2025-
26 were also endorsed.

The Syndicate also endorsed the
introduction of Four-Year Undergrad-
uate Programmes in Political Science
and Sociology, besides One-
Year/Two-Year Postgraduate Pro-
grammes in Political Science and So-

ciology under NEP-2020 at the Poonch
Campus from the academic session
2026-27. The meeting endorsed the es-
tablishment of a Translation Cell in
the Centre for Distance and Online
Education.

The meeting granted permanent
affiliation in favour of Government
Degree College, Surankote, and also
endorsed the constitution of inspec-
tion panels for periodic inspection of
Government permanent affiliated col-
leges in accordance with University
norms. The Syndicate further en-
dorsed the merger of Government
B.Sc. Nursing College, Gangyal with
Government Nursing College,
Gandhi Nagar, Jammu, and its
rechristening as Government B.Sc.
Nursing College, Jammu, in pur-
suance of Government orders.

A significant academic decision
taken by the Syndicate was the ap-
proval of the constitution of a separate
Faculty of Earth Sciences, comprising
the Departments of Geology, Geogra-
phy, and Remote Sensing and GIS,
along with the creation of the office of
the Dean, Faculty of Earth Sciences.
The Syndicate also endorsed the con-
stitution of a Faculty of Trans-discipli-
nary Studies (FTS) in the University
of Jammu with two constituent units,
namely the School of Trans-discipli-
nary Studies (STS) and the Skill Incu-
bation Innovation Entrepreneurship
Development Centre (SIIEDC).

The Syndicate also considered
and endorsed the commencement of
the Bachelor of Technology (B.Tech.)
Programme in Electronics and Com-
munication Engineering at the Uni-

versity Institute of Engineering and
Technology (UIET), Kathua Campus,
from the academic session 2026-27.

The Syndicate also endorsed the
intake of students for One-Year Post-
graduate Programmes under NEP-
2020 for the academic session 2026-27
and the introduction of Five-Year In-
tegrated Undergraduate-Postgradu-
ate Programmes at Bhaderwah
Campus on the pattern already being
followed in the University.

The meeting further endorsed the
adoption of UGC Regulations, 2022
governing Twinning, Joint Degree
and Dual Degree Programmes with
Foreign Higher Educational Institu-
tions.

The Bachelor of Commerce
(B.Com.) programme through the
Centre for Distance and Online Edu-
cation under the Non-Collegiate
Women Education Board on the pat-
tern of the programme being offered
at Bhaderwah Campus was also en-
dorsed. It also endorsed the revised
Statutes governing the Four-Year Un-
dergraduate Programme–Design
Your Degree (FYUGP-DYD) from the
academic session 2026-27.

The meeting was attended by Prof.
Chandra Bhushan Sharma, Vice
Chancellor, Vinoba Bhave Univer-
sity Hazaribag, Jharkhand, Prof.
(Dr.) Sunita Singh Sen Gupta, Faculty
of Management Studies, University
of Delhi, Mahesh Dass, JKAS Direc-
tor General Codes, Finance Depart-
ment, J&K Government, Dr. Subash
Chander, JKAS, Special Secretary to
Government, Higher Education De-
partment, Prof. Neelu Rohmetra,
Dean Research Studies, Prof. Sangita
Gupta, Dean Planning and Develop-
ment, Prof. J. P. Singh Joorel, Dean
Academic Affairs, Prof. Meena
Sharma, Dean Faculty of Sciences,
Prof. Manju Jamwal, Dean Faculty of
Law, Prof. Aneesa Shafi, Dean Col-
leges Development, University of
Kashmir, Prof. Zulfiqar Ali Bhat,
Dean School of Applied Science &
Technology, University of Kashmir,
Prof. (Dr. Iffat Hassan Shah, Princi-
pal, GMC-Srinagar, Kashmir, Prof.
Parvez Ahmad, HoD, Geography &
Disaster Management, University of
Kashmir, Prof. Rajeev Rattan, HoD,
Department of Education, University
of Jammu, Dr. Javid Iqbal Zarger,
Principal, Govt. Degree College Doda
and Dr. Jasbir Singh, Principal, Govt.
Degree College Poonch.

Major NEP reforms, new academic
initiatives approved by JU Syndicate

JAMMU: 

The Malaviya Mission Teacher
Training Centre (MMTTC)in
collaboration with The Business
School (TBS) successfully
conducted a two-week Online
Refresher Course in Commerce
and Management on the theme
"Workplace Happiness, Mental
Health and Well-being". The
refresher course which concluded
on July 25, 2026, was spread over 12
days with four sessions of 1.5-hour
duration each day. The programme
received an overwhelming
response from faculty members
representing universities and
colleges from across the country.

Prof. Neelu Rhometra, Dean
Research Studies, Chief Guest of
the inaugural session in her talk
applauded the efforts of MMTTC
and The Business School for
organizing such programmes. She
emphasized that the true
foundation of workplace happiness
lies in an individual’s ability to
embark on an inward-looking

journey. Prof. Neelu Rohmetra
stressed that professional success
is often measured through external
achievements but on the contrary
genuine happiness, peace of mind,
and personal fulfillment emerge
from self-f-reflection, and
continuous improvement. She
encouraged the participants to
make self introspection an integral
part of their daily lives, stating that
every educator should begin each
day by pondering on their duty and
responsibilities towards students
and society. She also remarked
that teaching is not merely about
dissemination of knowledge but a
lifelong commitment to nurturing
ethical values, compassion,
integrity, and excellence.

Highlighting the
transformative role of teachers and
academicians, she urged
participants to dream big, think
beyond conventional boundaries,
and strive to set high standards of
professionalism, morality, and
integrity in every aspect of their
academic journey. She further

opined that workplace happiness is
not created by external
circumstances alone, but by
cultivating a positive mindset,
emotional balance, meaningful
relationships, and a sense of
purpose. “A happy teacher creates
a happy classroom situation”, she
said.

Earlier in her welcome address,
Prof. Amisha Gupta, Director, The
Business School and Course
Coordinator, formally welcomed
the guests. She emphasized that
workplace happiness and mental
well-being have emerged as
essential pillars of organizational
excellence and sustainable
professional growth. She stated
that the two-week refresher course
has been carefully designed to
provide participants with
contemporary knowledge and
practical insights in the areas of
Commerce and Management. She
encouraged participants to actively
engage in discussions and make
the best use of the learning
opportunities provided through

the programme.
Addressing the participants,

Prof. Sundeep K. Pandita, Director,
Malaviya Mission Teacher
Training Centre highlighted the
transformative role of teachers in
shaping society and encouraged
participants to adopt well-being
practices that promote emotional
balance, mindfulness, stress
management, and a healthy work-
life integration, enabling them to
create positive and inclusive
learning environments. Stressing
that teachers are not merely
transmitters of knowledge but
architects of human values and
social transformation, he urged
them to uphold the highest
standards of ethics, integrity,
compassion, and academic
excellence. He also appreciated the
collaborative initiative of MMTTC
and The Business School in
organizing a timely and
meaningful refresher course that
addresses the evolving
psychological, emotional, and
professional needs of educators.

The participants appreciated the
insightful deliberations and
expressed their enthusiasm for the
two-weeks online refresher course.
They were highly inspired by the
motivational inaugural address
delivered by Prof. Neelu Rohmetra.
Further, they described that
programme would provide valuable
academic insights while
encouraging personal growth,
emotional well-being, and
professional excellence. 

Dr. Saloni Devi, Co-Coordinator
of the course in her formal vote of
thanks, expressed sincere gratitude
to the guests, resource persons,
participants and technical team for
their valuable support and
cooperation in making the
inaugural programme a grand
success. She expressed confidence
that the two-week refresher course
would provide a rich platform for
academic interaction, professional
development, and meaningful
exchange of ideas, ultimately
contributing to the advancement of
quality higher education.

Two-Week online Refresher Course in Commerce & Management Inaugurated 



BY DR. BHARAT BHUSHAN AND
DR GAUTAM SHARMA.

The University Health Centre at the
University of Jammu stands as a vital
pillar of campus life, delivering acces-
sible primary and specialized health-
care to students, scholars, faculty,
staff, their families, and retired em-
ployees. Located on the main campus,
it functions as a comprehensive facil-
ity that combines routine outpatient
services with diagnostic support,
emergency response, and preventive
care. In recent years, through strate-
gic collaborations and infrastructure
enhancements, the Centre has signifi-
cantly upgraded its offerings, reflect-
ing the University’s commitment to a
supportive and healthy academic
ecosystem.

The Health Centre operates 24 x 7,
providing timely medical attention to
the stakeholders. Core facilities in-
clude General and Specialist Medical
OPDs, dental services, physiotherapy,
a clinical laboratory for routine
blood, urine, and stool tests, etc. An
ambulance service is available for
emergencies, with on-call and tele-
phonic emergency support. Patients
requiring advanced care are referred
to Government Medical College
(GMC) Jammu and its associated hos-
pitals.

Health Centre regularly conducts
awareness programmes on various
health issues. Immunization camps,
including polio drives, and check-ups
for children of the Home Science De-
partment and Surabhi School form
part of its outreach. Sports personnel
receive treatment during university
events, underscoring its role in sup-
porting the broader campus commu-
nity.

The sanitation wing, which is also
looked after by the incharge Health
Centre, plays a critical role in main-
taining campus hygiene, overseeing
cleaning of administrative, examina-
tion, residential, and departmental
areas, garbage disposal, and regular
anti-malaria and anti-dengue drives.

A major infrastructural upgrade oc-
curred in March 2022 with the inaugu-
ration of a dedicated Physiotherapy
Wing. Constructed under the
Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha Ab-
hiyan (RUSA) grant from the Min-
istry of Education, Government of
India, the wing was described by the
then Vice-Chancellor as one of the
best physiotherapy centres in the
Jammu region. It is equipped with ad-
vanced modalities including traction
machines, short-wave and long-wave
diathermy, IFT, TENS, laser therapy,
vacuum therapy, infrared, wax bath,
hydrocollator unit, cryotherapy,
treadmill, static cycle, shoulder
wheel, continuous passive motion ma-
chines, and various exercise aids.
These enable specialised treatment
for conditions such as muscular dys-
trophy, back and neck pain, limited
range of motion, osteoporosis, sports

injuries, post-fracture and post-surgi-
cal rehabilitation, and respiratory
issues. The facility benefits the entire
University fraternity by providing
modern in-house physiotherapy serv-
ices.

Recent collaborations have further
elevated the Centre’s capabilities. In
December 2025, the University signed
a Memorandum of Understanding
with the Government Homoeopathic
Medical College (GHMC), Kathua, to
introduce weekly Homeopathy OPD
services every Thursday. Consulta-
tions and free medicines are available
to all beneficiaries; students and
scholars pay no fee, while employees
pay a nominal OPD slip charges. An
awareness seminar on the preventive
and curative benefits of homeopathy
for chronic diseases accompanied the
launch, highlighting the University’s
emphasis on holistic wellness.

In January 2026, another signifi-
cant partnership was forged with
Acharya Shri Chander College of
Medical Sciences and Hospital
(ASCOMS). Under this MoU, special-
ist consultations are provided on an
OPD basis at the University Health
Centre three days a week (Monday to
Wednesday). This arrangement
brings specialised medical services
directly to employees, their families,
and students, reducing the need for
external travel and ensuring conven-
ient access. Vice-Chancellor Prof.
Umesh Rai noted that the collabora-
tion strengthens a healthy campus
ecosystem where professional med-
ical guidance remains readily avail-
able.

The Centre regularly organises
health camps by the doctors of the
University as well as in partnership
with external institutions. Examples
include free eye check-up camps
(such as the one held on International
Day of Persons with Disabilities in
collaboration with Sharp Sight Eye
Hospital, benefiting around 150 par-
ticipants), specialised medical camps
with hospitals like SMVD Narayana,
Ujala Cygnus, and JK Medicity, and
diagnostic screening drives. These
initiatives promote early detection,
preventive care, and awareness
among the University community. 

Through continuous upgradation—
ranging from the state-of-the-art
Physiotherapy Wing to recent MoUs
for allopathy specialists and homeop-
athy—the University Health Centre
has evolved into a multifaceted facil-
ity that addresses both immediate
medical needs and long-term well-
ness. It remains central to the Univer-
sity of Jammu’s vision of fostering a
productive academic environment
where the health of every stakeholder
is prioritised.

As the Centre continues to expand
its services and partnerships, it
stands as a model of responsive, in-
clusive campus healthcare in the
region
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A Drug-Free Youth for a
Developed India

The strength of a nation is not measured merely
by the size of its economy or the pace of its devel-
opment. It is reflected in the character, health and
aspirations of its young people. India, home to one
of the world's largest youth populations, stands at
a defining moment in its journey towards becoming
a developed nation by 2047. Realising this vision
requires not only investment in infrastructure,
innovation and education, but also the protection
of our greatest national asset, our youth.
The launch of the "Nasha Mukt Yuva for Viksit
Bharat Sankalp Abhiyan" by the Hon'ble Prime
Minister on August 2, 2026, therefore comes as a
timely reminder that the challenge of substance
abuse is not merely a health concern. It is a social,
educational and national concern. During his
address, the Prime Minister underscored that
drugs rob young people of their dreams, weaken
families and communities, and ultimately diminish
the nation's collective potential. He called upon
parents, teachers, educational institutions and
society to work together in creating an environment
where young minds find guidance, purpose and
hope rather than falling prey to addiction.
Universities occupy a unique position in this col-
lective responsibility. They are more than centres
of learning. They are spaces where values are nur-
tured, personalities are shaped and future leaders
emerge. Every classroom, laboratory, sports field
and cultural platform offers an opportunity to
inspire confidence, discipline and resilience among
students. A campus that encourages meaningful
engagement leaves little room for destructive
influences.
At the University of Jammu, this philosophy has
long guided our approach towards student devel-
opment. Alongside academic excellence, equal
emphasis has been placed on sports, cultural activ-
ities, innovation, entrepreneurship, counselling
and community engagement. These initiatives
recognise that a confident, engaged and emotionally
resilient student is better equipped to make respon-
sible choices and contribute positively to society.
The fight against substance abuse cannot succeed
through enforcement alone. It demands awareness,
compassion and open communication. Young peo-
ple struggling with addiction need support rather
than stigma. Families must feel encouraged to
seek help without fear of judgement. Teachers and
mentors should remain approachable, while peers
must become ambassadors of positive change.
Prevention begins with conversations, empathy
and timely intervention.
The campaign also reminds us that building a
developed India is not solely the responsibility of
governments or institutions. It is a shared national
endeavour. Every student who chooses health
over harmful habits, every teacher who mentors
with care, every parent who listens patiently and
every citizen who promotes a culture of responsi-
bility contributes to this larger national mission.
As members of the University fraternity, let us
renew our commitment to creating an academic
environment where talent flourishes, dreams are
protected and every student is empowered to
realise his or her fullest potential. A truly developed
India will be built not only through technological
advancement and economic growth, but through
a generation that is healthy in body, strong in
mind and steadfast in values.
A Nasha Mukt Yuva is, indeed, the strongest foun-
dation of a Viksit Bharat.
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JAMMU: 

The Department of Sanskrit or-
ganized a Seven-Day National
Workshop on “Computational
Sanskrit – Basic Level” through
an online virtual platform. The
workshop was organized from
July 17 to July 24, 2026, with the
objective of equipping research
scholars, students, and teachers
with contemporary knowledge
and skills by integrating the San-
skrit language with modern com-
putational technologies and Artifi-
cial Intelligence (AI).

The session was presided over
by Prof. Umesh Rai, Vice-Chancel-
lor who was also the Chief Guest.
Prof. Satish Kapoor, Director, Cen-
tral Sanskrit University, Kot Bhal-
wal, was the Guest of Honour
while Prof. Subhash Chandra, De-
partment of Sanskrit, University
of Delhi, attended as the Keynote
Speaker.

The programme began with a
Vedic Invocation and Saraswati
Vandana.

In his presidential address,
Prof. Rai emphasized that Compu-
tational Sanskrit plays a signifi-
cant role in establishing India's
knowledge tradition at the global
level. Appreciating the Univer-
sity's efforts in organizing such in-
novative academic programmes,
he encouraged all participants to
make the best possible use of this
learning opportunity.

Delivering the keynote ad-
dress, Prof. Subhash Chandra
elaborated on the fundamental
concepts of Computational San-
skrit, its present status, and future
prospects. He highlighted the sci-
entific nature of the Sanskrit lan-
guage and its growing relevance in
the field of Natural Language Pro-

cessing (NLP).
Addressing the gathering, Prof.

Satish Kapoor stressed the impor-
tance of preserving, promoting,
and disseminating Sanskrit
through modern technological
platforms. He observed that com-
putational approaches are indis-
pensable for making Sanskrit
more accessible to the younger
generation in the digital era.

Earlier, Prof. Ram Bahadur
Shukla, Head, Department of San-
skrit and Convener of the Work-
shop, welcomed the distinguished

guests and participants. He out-
lined the workshop's objectives,
structure, and academic signifi-
cance, emphasizing the immense
scope for research and training in
Computational Sanskrit. He re-
marked that such initiatives play
a vital role in connecting India's
knowledge tradition with modern
technological advancements.

The second academic session,
held after the inaugural pro-
gramme, featured a lecture by
Prof. Pavnesh Abrol, Department
of Computer Science and IT on

“Computational Sanskrit and Ar-
tificial Intelligence: Empowering
Indian Knowledge System.” He
discussed the relevance of San-
skrit in integrating Artificial In-
telligence with the Indian Knowl-
edge System and highlighted its
potential in contemporary techno-
logical research.

In the afternoon session, Prof.
Subhash Chandra delivered a de-
tailed lecture on ‘Introduction to
Sanskrit Computational Linguis-
tics: Research Trends and Future
Opportunities.’ He discussed

emerging research trends in Com-
putational Linguistics, career and
research opportunities, and the
development of Sanskrit-based
digital resources. The programme
concluded with an interactive
feedback session, during which
participants shared their sugges-
tions and observations regarding
the workshop.

The vote of thanks was deliv-
ered by Dr. Harish Kumar, Assis-
tant Professor, Department of San-
skrit and Coordinator of the Work-
shop.

Seven-Day National Workshop on Computational
Sanskrit organized by Dept of Sanskrit

JAMMU: 

The seven-day National Work-
shop on "Computational Sanskrit
(Basic Level)", organised by the
Postgraduate Department of San-
skrit, concluded  with a grand
valedictory ceremony. The work-
shop was held from July 17 to 24,
2026, with the objective of intro-
ducing participants to computa-
tional tools for Sanskrit studies
and promoting interdisciplinary
learning.

Chief Guest Prof. Girish Nath
Jha from the School of Sanskrit
and Indic Studies, Jawaharlal
Nehru University (JNU), New
Delhi, spoke on the national per-
spective of Sanskrit studies,
emerging research trends and in-
terdisciplinary opportunities. He
also shared suggestions for future
collaborative initiatives between
the University and JNU in the
field of Sanskrit and Indic Studies.

Guest of Honour Prof. Pankaj
Shrivastava, Director, Centre for
Distance and Online Education
(CDOE)underlined the relevance
of the workshop in the context of
the National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020 and the growing im-
portance of digital and online edu-
cation. He emphasised the need

for interdisciplinary collabora-
tion between traditional disci-
plines and modern information
technology.

Special Guest (Saraswat Atithi)
Prof. Pawanesh Abrol from the De-

partment of Computer Science &
IT, highlighted the role of informa-
tion technology, digital tools and
computational approaches in San-
skrit studies, language processing
and digital humanities. He also

suggested collaborative initiatives
between the Departments of San-
skrit and Computer Science & IT
in the areas of digitisation, Natu-
ral Language Processing (NLP) for
Sanskrit and e-content develop-

ment.
Earlier, speaking on the occa-

sion, Head of the Department of
Sanskrit, Prof. Ram Bahadur
Shukla, welcomed the guests and
participants and highlighted the
objectives, theme and outcomes of
the workshop. He said that the
workshop marked an important
step towards connecting the San-
skrit language with the digital age
and equipping students with
knowledge of computational tools.

The workshop brought to-
gether Sanskrit teachers, research
scholars and students from uni-
versities and colleges across the
country. During the seven-day
programme, participants received
practical training in Sanskrit text
processing, digital archiving,
online resource management and
basic computational tools.

The programme concluded
with a vote of thanks by Dr.
Harish Kumar, Coordinator of the
National Workshop and Assistant
Professor, Department of San-
skrit, who expressed gratitude to
the distinguished guests, partici-
pants, supporting staff, the Uni-
versity authorities and all depart-
ments for their valuable support
in making the workshop a suc-
cess.

Seven-Day National Workshop on 
Computational Sanskrit Concluded
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JAMMU: 

NSS Unit-5 of the Centre for
Distance and Online Education
(CDOE), University of Jammu in
collaboration with the Young
Blood Association (YBA), organ-
ised a Blood Donation Camp, reaf-
firming its commitment to human-
itarian service and social respon-
sibility.

The camp was inaugurated by
Prof. Pankaj K. Srivastava, Direc-
tor, CDOE. Speaking on the occa-
sion, he highlighted the signifi-
cance of voluntary blood donation
and emphasized that such initia-
tives foster compassion, social re-
sponsibility and community en-
gagement among students and so-
ciety.

Neha Jalali, Director, Press In-
formation Bureau (PIB), who was
the Chief Guest, appreciated the
voluntary blood donors for their
selfless contribution and lauded
the collaborative efforts of CDOE
and the Young Blood Association
in organizing the humanitarian
initiative.

Dr. Satwant Singh Rissam,
President, Young Blood Associa-
tion, appreciated the overwhelm-
ing response to the camp and ob-
served that blood donation is one
of the noblest acts of public serv-
ice, capable of saving countless
lives.

Anil Padha, Chairman, Young
Blood Association, also high-
lighted the importance of blood do-
nation as a noble humanitarian
cause and appreciated the whole-

hearted support extended by all
stakeholders.

Earlier, Dr. Rajbeer Singh
Sodhi, Programme Officer, NSS
Unit-5, welcomed the guests and
expressed gratitude to all blood

donors, volunteers, faculty mem-
bers, officers, non-teaching staff,
organizers, media persons and the
medical team for making the camp
a grand success. He observed that
every unit of donated blood has

the potential to save precious lives
and inspire others to serve hu-
manity.

The Blood Donation Camp wit-
nessed enthusiastic participation
from volunteers, reflecting the

spirit of social commitment and
community service promoted by
the Centre and the Young Blood
Association.

Blood Donation Camp organized by
CDOE in Collaboration with YBA

JAMMU: 

The Centre for Distance and
Online Education (CDOE) organ-
ized a guest lecture on "New Inno-
vative Approaches in the Teach-
ing-Learning Process"   to famil-
iarize M.A. Education students
with contemporary teaching
methodologies and practical class-
room skills.

Former Principal, Khalsa Col-
lege of Education, Dr. Madhu
Singh, who was the resource
person, delivered an interactive
lecture highlighting the signifi-
cance of innovative teaching-
learning approaches in bridging
theoretical knowledge with prac-
tical classroom experience. She
emphasized the importance of ef-
fective lesson planning and elabo-
rated on various teaching
methodologies, including the
Herbartian Approach, RCEM Ap-
proach, and Constructivist Ap-
proach, explaining their role in
strengthening pedagogical com-
petencies and preparing students
for professional teaching.

Presiding over the function,
Prof. Pankaj Srivastava, Direc-
tor, Centre for Distance and
Online Education (CDOE), under-
lined the importance of adopting
innovative teaching practices in
the evolving education system.
He said such academic interac-
tions equip students with practi-
cal strategies for classroom or-
ganization, effective time man-
agement, and student engage-

ment, thereby helping create a
more focused and productive
learning environment while
preparing them for future aca-
demic and professional responsi-
bilities.

Earlier, the programme was in-
augurated with a welcome address
by Dr. Anuradha Goswami, Coor-
dinator of the programme, who in-
troduced the resource person and
welcomed the participants.

The programme concluded
with a vote of thanks by Dr. Anu-
radha Goswami, who expressed
gratitude to the resource person,
faculty members, students, and
all those who contributed to the

successful organization of the
event. She also acknowledged the
support and cooperation ex-
tended by Dr. Ankita Sharma, Dr.
Manisha, and other faculty mem-
bers.

Academic Lecture on "New Innovative Approaches in
the Teaching-Learning Process" organized at CDOE
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JAMMU: 

Bhaderwah Campusin collabo-
ration with The Prem Rawat Foun-
dation,  inaugurated a three-day
Peace Education Program (PEP) to
promote emotional well-being,
self-awareness and holistic devel-
opment among students, faculty
and staff.

Rector, Bhaderwah Campus,
Prof. Rahul Gupta, who joined
the inaugural session online as
the Chief Guest, said that educa-
tion in the present-day fast-
changing world must go beyond
academics to nurture emotion-
ally resilient, ethically conscious
and socially responsible individ-
uals. He appreciated the collabo-
ration with The Prem Rawat
Foundation, observing that such
initiatives are in consonance
with the vision of the National
Education Policy (NEP) 2020,
which lays emphasis on holistic
and value-based education.

Founder of The Prem Rawat
Foundation, Poonam Sherawat,
highlighted the objectives of the
three-day programme and said that
the Peace Education Program has
positively impacted people across
the world by helping them discover
their inner strengths and lead more
peaceful and fulfilling lives.

Earlier, Academic Coordinator
Dr. Kuljit Singh welcomed the dig-
nitaries and participants. He un-
derscored the importance of creat-
ing reflective spaces within educa-

tional institutions, particularly at
a time when students are grap-
pling with anxiety, uncertainty,
digital overload and various social
and personal pressures. He said
that programmes of this nature
equip participants with emotional
resilience, mental clarity and
practical tools for leading bal-
anced lives.

The organisers informed that
the Peace Education Program pro-
vides participants with an oppor-
tunity for reflection, reconnection,
renewal and rediscovery of their
inner resources. The programme
is designed to help students

manage stress, strengthen self-
awareness and develop emotional
resilience, while enabling teach-
ers to reconnect with themselves
and bring greater compassion,
presence and balance into the
classroom.

During the three-day pro-
gramme, participants will engage
in video presentations, guided re-
flections and interactive activi-
ties centred on themes such as
Peace, Appreciation, Inner
Strength, Self-awareness, Clarity,
Understanding, Dignity, Choice,
Hope and Contentment. The ses-
sions feature inspiring excerpts

from the talks of renowned peace
educator Dr. Prem Rawat. The in-
augural session witnessed enthu-
siastic participation from faculty
members, including Dr. Rakesh
Sharma, Dr. Umesh Choudhary,
Dr. Rohit Bhagat and Dr. Neeraj
Sharma, besides non-teaching
staff and students from various
departments of Bhaderwah
Campus, who appreciated the ini-
tiative and expressed keen inter-
est in the programme.

The proceedings of the inaugu-
ral session were conducted by Arif
Haleem Khateeb, External Rela-
tions Officer, while the vote of

thanks was presented by Dr. Mo-
hammad Avias.

The organisers said that the
programme has received an en-
couraging response from faculty
members, students and staff, re-
flecting the growing recognition
of peace education as an impor-
tant component of holistic learn-
ing and personal development.
The initiative, they added, is an-
other step towards fostering an
academic environment that pro-
motes emotional well-being, inner
harmony and responsible citizen-
ship.

Bhaderwah Campus launched
three-day Peace Education Program

JAMMU: 

The first batch of the six-week
training programme on "Founda-
tion of Artificial Intelligence Tech-
nology," jointly organised by the
National Institute of Electronics
and Information Technology
(NIELIT) and the Udhampur Cam-
pusconcluded successfully on
Friday at the Udhampur Campus,
Village Ganai-Lotta, Udhampur.

A total of 17 students from vil-
lages across Udhampur, studying
in various higher secondary
schools and the Government
Degree College for Women, Ud-
hampur, successfully completed
the programme. The participants
received training in the core con-
cepts of artificial intelligence and
its practical applications.

Dr. Jagdish Mehra, JKAS,
Joint Director, School Education
Department, Jammu and Kash-
mir, was the Chief Guest at the
valedictory function, while Ra-
jnish Raina, Joint Director and Of-
ficer-in-Charge, NIELIT Jammu,
attended as the Guest of Honour.

Addressing the participants,
Dr. Mehra said that artificial intel-
ligence is transforming education
systems across the world through
machine learning, image recogni-
tion and large-scale data analytics,
creating new opportunities for in-
novation and efficiency. He ob-
served that AI is rapidly becoming
an essential skill for future educa-
tion and entrepreneurship across
professions. He distributed certifi-

cates of participation and IT kit
bags among the trainees and as-
sured continued support from the
School Education Department for
such initiatives.

Speaking on the occasion, Ra-

jnish Raina highlighted the objec-
tive of NIELIT's skill development
programmes being conducted
across the country. He said that
the Foundation of Artificial Intel-
ligence Technology course is de-

signed to provide learners with a
comprehensive understanding of
AI, its core concepts, practical ap-
plications and emerging technolo-
gies. He informed that the curricu-
lum combined theoretical knowl-

edge with hands-on training in
Python programming, AI-based
mini-projects, machine learning
model implementation, prompt en-
gineering using ChatGPT, Gemini
and Copilot, natural language pro-
cessing and computer vision
demonstrations, Smart City use
cases, and AI productivity tools
for educators.

Sharing their experiences, the
participants said that the six-week
programme had strengthened
their understanding of data han-
dling, Python programming, ma-
chine learning and generative AI,
and would encourage them to
pursue advanced learning in these
domains.

Earlier, Rector, Udhampur
Campus, Prof. Yash Pal Sharma,
welcomed the dignitaries and par-
ticipants. He expressed gratitude
to Vice ChancellorProf. Umesh
Rai, for his leadership in promot-
ing grassroots initiatives aimed at
modernising education. Prof.
Sharma said that the successful
completion of the programme re-
flected the commitment of the Ud-
hampur Campus to providing
quality, skill-based and future-
ready education to students from
rural and semi-urban areas in col-
laboration with national-level
technical institutions such as
NIELIT. He added that several
similar programmes are in the
pipeline and that the campus is
fully equipped to meet the growing
requirements of the IT sector and
the emerging AI ecosystem.

First Batch of NIELIT–Udhampur Campus AI
Training Programme Concluded
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JAMMU: 

Prof. Kamal K. Kapoor of the
Department of Chemistry has
earned the prestigious Chemical
Research Society of India (CRSI)
Bronze Medal 2027 recognizing his
significant contributions to
chemical research.

Instituted in 1999, the CRSI
Bronze Medal is awarded to
scientists whose pioneering
research has significantly
advanced the frontiers of chemical
sciences. Dr. Kapoor has been
recognized for his sustained and
innovative contributions to
organic chemistry, particularly in
the fields of heterocyclic
chemistry, medicinal chemistry,
and chemo-sensor development.

Dr. Kapoor received his Ph.D.
from IIT Kanpur and has been
associated with the University of
Jammu  since 1995 contributing to
teaching, research and the
advancement of chemical
sciences.

Dr. Kapoor's research
accomplishments are reflected in
more than 85 peer-reviewed
publications in reputed national
and international scientific
journals, many of which have
made significant contributions to
contemporary organic and
medicinal chemistry. His work
has also translated into
innovation, with six U.S. patents
to his credit, underscoring the

practical impact and global
relevance of his research.

Beyond publications, his
greatest legacy lies in nurturing

scientific talent. Under his
guidance, 29 scholars have earned
Ph.D. degrees and 15 have
completed M.Phil., while several

research scholars continue to
pursue advanced research in his
laboratory. His research
programmes have attracted
competitive funding from
agencies including the
Department of Science and
Technology (DST), the
Government of Jammu &
Kashmir, and the University
Grants Commission (UGC).

Dr. Kapoor's scientific
excellence has earned him
recognition well beyond India's
borders. He has represented
Indian science through
prestigious academic and
research engagements in Japan,
the United Kingdom, Germany,
and Australia. He was awarded
the DST-BOYSCAST Fellowship at
Tokushima Bunri University,
Japan, the INSA–Royal Society
Fellowship at the University of
Bath, United Kingdom, and a
research fellowship at the
University of Regensburg,
Germany. He was also selected for
the Leadership for Academicians
Programme (LEAP), under which
he underwent advanced academic
leadership training at Monash
University, Australia. These
international engagements reflect
the global appreciation of his
scientific expertise and have
fostered valuable international
research collaborations.

Complementing his academic
career, Dr. Kapoor has made

notable contributions to
pharmaceutical research and
innovation by serving as Lead
Scientist at the Dabur Research
Foundation, Director of Medicinal
Chemistry at Sphaera Pharma
Pvt. Ltd., and Advisory Consultant
to Curadev Pharma Pvt. Ltd. His
ability to bridge fundamental
research with industrial
applications has strengthened the
translational impact of his
scientific work.

Among his many distinctions,
Dr. Kapoor was invited to deliver
the prestigious Platinum Jubilee
Lecture during the 107th Indian
Science Congress, an honour
reserved for scientists with
exceptional research credentials
and national standing.

The conferment of the CRSI
Bronze Medal 2027 is a fitting
recognition of Dr. Kapoor's
unwavering commitment to
scientific discovery, innovation,
and academic excellence. His
remarkable achievements have
elevated the profile of the
University  on the national and
international scientific landscape
and continue to inspire the next
generation of researchers.

The University extends its
warmest congratulations to
Professor Dr. Kamal K. Kapoor on
this outstanding achievement and
wishes him continued success in
advancing the frontiers of
chemical science.

University Professor Dr. Kamal K. Kapoor conferred Prestigious
CRSI Bronze Medal 2027 for Excellence in Chemical Research

JAMMU: 

Reinforcing its commitment to
promoting mental health and emo-
tional well-being on campus, the
University inaugurated the Uni-
versity Counselling Services Unit.
The Unit was inaugurated by Dr.
Sunita Siwach, Joint Secretary,
University Grants Commission
(UGC), in the presence of Prof.
Umesh Rai, Hon'ble Vice-Chancel-
lor, Prof Neelu Rohmetra, Dean Re-
search Studies, Prof Sangita Gupta,
Dean Planning and Development,
Prof J P Singh Joorel, Dean Aca-
demic Affairs, Dr. Neeraj Sharma,
Registrar, senior functionaries of
the University, faculty members,
officers, staff and students. The in-
augural ceremony was organized
at the TBS Convention Centre. 

Congratulating the University
for establishing the Counselling
Services Unit, Dr. Sunita Siwach
described mental health and well-
being as a national priority in
higher education and said that the
UGC's initiative extends beyond
addressing students' concerns to
promoting the well-being of the
entire academic community, in-
cluding faculty members, non-
teaching staff and parents. 

She informed that the Commis-
sion is further strengthening the
framework by establishing dedi-
cated Mental Health and Well-
being Centres in Higher Educa-
tional Institutions, supported by
multidisciplinary committees and
trained mental health profession-
als. Stressing the need for a scien-
tific and professional approach,
she said mental health support
must be delivered by qualified pro-
fessionals, with equal emphasis on

prevention through awareness,
sensitization and early interven-
tion.

Highlighting the comprehensive
framework envisaged by the UGC,
Dr. Siwach said institutions would
undertake regular screening,
timely referrals to specialized
healthcare facilities, continuous
follow-up of cases and active en-
gagement with parents wherever
required. She informed that Higher
Educational Institutions would doc-
ument awareness campaigns, orien-
tation programmes and counselling
initiatives through the MANAS
Setu Portal, facilitating periodic
monitoring and annual reporting in
accordance with the directions of
the Hon'ble Supreme Court and the
Ministry of Education.

Appreciating the proactive ef-
forts of the University, she ex-

pressed confidence that the institu-
tion would emerge as a model for
promoting mental health and emo-
tional well-being on campus. 

In his Presidential Address,
Prof. Umesh Rai, Hon'ble Vice-
Chancellor expressed gratitude to
Dr. Sunita Siwach and Counsellor
Shweta Jain for their support in
taking the University's counselling
initiative forward. He said that the
establishment of the University
Counselling Services Unit reflects
the University's commitment to im-
plementing the UGC guidelines on
mental health and well-being.
While appreciating the intent
behind these national initiatives,
he observed that State Universities
often face significant financial con-
straints in translating such guide-
lines into practice and expressed
hope that the Government of India

and the University Grants Com-
mission would extend dedicated fi-
nancial support for strengthening
student welfare initiatives.

Emphasizing the larger social
responsibility of educational insti-
tutions, Prof. Rai observed that
changing family structures, in-
creasing mental health concerns
among youth, substance abuse and
narco-terrorism have made the
availability of professionally
trained counsellors more impor-
tant than ever. He announced that
the University would prioritize
strengthening the Department of
Psychology, facilitate the training
of counsellors and support re-
search-based interventions, includ-
ing surveys and scientific studies,
to address these emerging chal-
lenges. Calling upon faculty mem-
bers, officers, non-teaching staff

and students to actively contribute
to this mission, he reaffirmed the
University's resolve to build a com-
passionate, inclusive and mentally
healthy campus while serving the
larger interests of society.

Earlier,  Shweta Jain, Counsel-
lor, University Health Centre, pre-
sented the vision, objectives and
services of the newly established
University Counselling Services
Unit. She described the Unit as a
safe, confidential and non-judg-
mental space where students, re-
search scholars, faculty members
and non-teaching staff can seek
professional support without fear
of stigma. Stressing that mental
health is as important as academic
achievement, she highlighted the
growing mental health challenges
among young people and under-
scored the need for early interven-
tion, awareness and scientifically
guided counselling by trained
mental health professionals. She
informed that the Unit will provide
individual and group counselling,
awareness and sensitization pro-
grammes, preventive outreach,
crisis intervention and referral
services with the objective of creat-
ing a campus culture where seek-
ing help is regarded as a sign of
strength and emotional well-being
becomes an integral part of aca-
demic excellence.

The proceedings of the pro-
gramme were conducted by Mansi
Mantoo, Media Officer who also
presented a formal vote of thanks.

The inaugural function was at-
tended by Deans, Directors, Rec-
tors, Heads of teaching depart-
ments, officers, office bearers of
various University associations,
staff, scholars and students.

UGC Joint Secretary inaugurated
Counselling Services Unit at JU
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Historic breakthrough for JU: 
Vice-Chancellor also appreciated the efforts made by his predecessor Vice-Chancellors and Univer-

sity administration in pursuing the issue over the years.
“The University has grown considerably over the years, with new academic programmes, research

initiatives and student facilities adding to its requirements. The availability of the vacated land will
help us plan future development in a more systematic manner and create the infrastructure required for
our students, scholars and faculty,” Prof. Rai said.

“This has been possible because of the support and cooperation of all those involved. The University
is grateful for this collective effort and will make the best possible use of this opportunity to strengthen
its academic and research facilities for the benefit of its students and scholars,” the Vice-Chancellor
said.

With the fulfillment of the long-pending requirements, the University would plan the utilization of
the additional space with a long-term perspective, with emphasis on developing academic and research
infrastructure, innovation and student facilities.

Gold medalists honoured by VC in
the University takes immense pride in celebrating the achievements of its students. He remarked that

every gold medal represents a benchmark of academic distinction and reflects the University's commitment
to nurturing talent. 

Prof. Rai expressed confidence that the medalists would bring further recognition to the University
through their accomplishments, character and commitment to excellence. He encouraged the awardees to
remain connected with their alma mater and continue making meaningful contributions in their profes-
sional and social lives.

Prof. Neelu Rohmetra extended her congratulations to the achievers and wished them success and fulfill-
ment in all their future endeavors. She expressed hope that they would carry forward the values learnt at
University and use their knowledge and abilities to make positive contributions in society to improve the
lives of those around them.

Prof. J. P. Singh Joorel also congratulated the awardees and observed that universities are remembered
through the achievements of their alumni.

FROM PG 1
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