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English Transaltion version of Premchand’s Aansuyon ki Holi (in Hindi)

There was a time when laughter rang through their group of friends. Everyone
remembered the warmth and affection shared. Among them was Shreebal Singh—
charming, intelligent, and a dear friend to all. The way he carried himself, with honesty
and grace, left a mark on everyone. Even when they sat in the office, sharing jokes or
stories, or when they talked about fashion, or new coats and styles, his personality
stood out.

He had a sharp mind and high ideals. He never went after superficial things. On Holi,
while others got excited with colors and celebrations, he remained calm and composed.
He avoided all the rowdy behavior. His friends would try to drag him into the chaos of
colors, but he would resist.

There was one problem, though. According to certain customs, if a man didn’t get
married by 25, it was frowned upon. And so, to fulfill this norm, he agreed to marry. But
the match didn’t suit him. The girl—though beautiful and from a good family— didn’t
align with his values. And yet, for the sake of tradition and family, the marriage
happened.

Every Holi after that became painful. At his in-laws’, he was forced to join in rituals he
didn’t enjoy. His friends tried to cheer him up, but something had changed. His heart
was heavy. One Holi, he quietly walked upstairs, unwilling to join the celebrations.
Someone asked, “Why don’t you come out and celebrate?” He replied, “This isn’t the
Holi of colors—it’s one of tears.”

Still, people didn’'t understand. His wife didn’t understand. They thought he was just
being stubborn or antisocial. But in truth, he was deeply unhappy. The joy of Holi— the
music, the dance, the laughter—meant nothing to him now. It had become a reminder of
a life that didn’t feel right.

One year, everyone was gathered again. The house was full. Children were playing,
women were cooking, and his wife Champa was there too. She looked pale and tired.
Someone asked, “Why isn’t she playing Holi?” She softly said, “The doctor told me to
rest. | can’t play this year.”

A group of boys came upstairs and dragged him out, forcing colors on him. But his heart
wasn't in it. In the dining area, when everyone was enjoying the special dishes, he just
sat there, quietly eating the khichdi made by his wife. It wasn’t festive. It was silent and
sad.
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That evening, she left the food quietly and said, “You people never treat me like family.
You don’t even like what | cook. Why should | stay?” Her words shook him.

Later, she brought a tray of food to a guest with a smile, and someone said, “Today, for
the first time, Champa made such delicious food. Her hands have magic!” Hearing that,
he looked at her—she seemed proud but quiet. Deep inside, something moved in him.

He said softly, “Let her play Holi. If she wants to, let her. It's her right.”

But she replied, “Holi is not just about colors. It's about hearts. And some hearts can’t
play Holi.”

His friend said later, “You don’t understand her. She’s sensitive. You keep hurting her.
She’s not the problem—you are.”

That Holi ended not in laughter, but in silence.

A few weeks later, they couldn’t meet again. He was busy. She was distant. Time
passed. Then one day, she was gone. He received a note—a farewell letter. She had
left. And with her, she took all the unspoken words, all the tears, all the missed
moments.

Shreebal sat in his room that day. There was no color. No celebration. Just a picture of
her and the memory of a Holi that never truly was.
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