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Court FIR on MP minister
good step in war on hate

he intervention of the Madhya Pradesh high court ordering the reg-

istration of a first information report against the state's tribal

affairs m!nmar Vijay Shah mr what the emm called “cancerous,

gainst an officer of the

Indian Army isa wakume step that could go a Iun. way in mitigating the

effects of the hate campaign a section of the right wing in the country has
been engaged for quite some time now.

‘The court was cat fcal that the minister's comment that India has
"uugm @ lesson to those responsible for the Pahalgam tervor attack by

their own sister”, a dl-rurns‘ln! reference to Col Sun?w Qureshi who

the media on 0 rat . attracted several sections of the

Bl\lrlllyn Nyaya Snnhnn. including those covering acts that endanger the -

soverelgnty and integrity of Indla, adversely affect mutual harmony

between communities, are ll)wly to cause public unrest, and targeting a
member of a particular comm

‘What makes it heart- \urmlnu ll that the court had insisted on initlating

proceedings against the minister instead of customarily expressing
its disdain for his remarks and leaving it at that. It went on to lssue a dead-
line for the registration of the FIR and cautioned the police that they will
face contempt of court proceedings should they fail to execute its order.
The court displayed the seriousness it attac to the lssue when it com-
mented that the FIR did not reflect the mno\nneu of the crime the minis-
t also found the case not to be
one w-rumln- an immediate Inlrruvnmm and instead reminded him of
the language he ought to use while being in office.

‘That India survived the diabolic design of terrorists to create a religlous
divide by to death people and sum
marily executing them because of their faith is no less than a miracle, even
as the relatives of several of the victims came out in the open refusing to
subscribe to a tit-for-tat hate llmndl But m«mMr they defeated the ter-

LETTERS

CONSTITUTIONAL
CHESS

President Droupadi Murmu
has invoking Article 143 pos-

The conundrum of caste
calculus in India’s polity

rorists and their nefarious des course, a section of hate- Y mpmnmm and soctal  Ing 14 searching questions to

mongers who could not stomach this nnd lnunchcd their own hate cam- ) the Supreme Court s a rare

paign against them instead. A united India ultimately beat the unholy Parsa """'"" O Apart from the palitical : onsmzn oA FOomeit AL

alllance of the terrorists and the hlmmmrn. Venkateshw strides soclal  partles, there is the caste 3 %

1t is Indin’s misfortune that a section of the ruling dispensation survives | 1€ e mobility and emerged  factor In the sockal arena.  stake is not just the proce-

and thrives on communal propaganda, and ladhya Pradesh minister Rao Jr as dominant castes In the -mdam nurh dural question of assent to

undoubtedly belongs to this group. It Is unimaginable for a sane Indian to L= A like the and thons across colleges and alq 4

c-ll an Indian wldtlghrokln‘u: [ (ermrh: wllm m:dmf lnh;ubmnu-l‘e the Vokkaligas umwar’-:::em |nu_ym::|‘y bill but the very choreogra-

IAREOUs ¢ minister was simply ing the community to country, caste iudi

whlch the soldier belos under the r af o) rng the terrorists. It Kamataka and the assertion s part of the phy between lhe 'ud"cmry

was a dogwhistle for his followers, e judiclal Intervention has fortu- Reddys and Kammas bllc culture. In the and the executive. This is no

nately nn?ped this group in their tracks. he mcnlcom are cloaked under the  jn undivided Andhra University  institutional skirmish but a

It is unthinkable that l‘m_ rson holding a constitutional post should slons of the nersc label, while the Pradesh Smdmll Union  elec- test of constitutional maturi-

blithely throw a soldier under the bus simply because she was doing her pposition par- heduled Castes or dalits thons, it s a fight between - : "

Job. The Madhya Pradesh chief minister must sack his colleague for this ties todemand a  are the victims who are g;n.hu and (‘|luhn for ty. The questions cut both

wrongdoing. An FIR was lodged against Mr Shah late on May 14. There is caste  census, ddentified by name. But ination, . "

no scope for half-measures in this case, and the ruling BIPs even-  there is more happeni included (n the OBC list  Osmania Unhmny ln ways: they expose executive
tual decision to make the  between the two '5 wothey could accossreser-  Telangana, it is the Inaction, while also testing
caste consus o part of the  upper castes dalits.  vations in educational Reddys who openly iden-  the limits of judiclal supervi-
decennial census, to take  And it is this adversarial  Institutions and in gov-  tfy themsolves with the e el e A
place sometime in 2026,  interplay in the unnamed  ernment jobs, caste label, and in Andhra Y 4

Target Turkey, but show maturlty

marks a capitulation as
the party and the

-Mltln ' sponsored terror hit
nded to with Indian mlulla lmkel Yx—mlm nl alr defence and
lds to & point that Pakistan initiated the calls for the ceasefire
wlmln four days of hostilities urupnnundln also drew a line in ""m.'lﬂ
out its doctrine that its response would be as firm to any ald for a terror
that would be construed as an act of war,

It would seem logical then for the emotions surrounding the events to die
down and make wlv for normal life. But they haven't as evidenced in the
call for boyeotting Tw hrn muse of its authoritarian leader Recep leylp
Erd and his unyleld g support for Pakistan “in times and b

Turkey has, however, become more of a public target because it took pm
in offensive thons against India with drones and personnel to operate
them from Pakistan. In military terms, the drones meant nothing as 350 of
them were shot down by the Indian integrated air defence system.

In a mature democracy, people would understand how things work in
rmgolmu If they feel offended at a people’s support for an enemy, it s up

to boycott, as they may choose to do with Turkey for tourism,
imports and films, etc., as much as they do with Azerbaijan for the same
Teasons,

But, for a government to put under scrutiny all ym)ocn (nvolvlm
Turkish firms would mean abandoning what Is commnnly tho
proportionate rnronu The boycotts are meant to send a sock: mnn
rather than a political one as many of them die & natural death with the
passage of time as we saw happen with Maldives in the past.

There can, however, be no compromise on national security. Things may
be reassessed If a Turkish company, running 70 per cent of the ground
operations in tM Mumb-i Intornnmm-l alrport and operating in nine
other Indian alrports, can becos tmhml in view of the changed
clrcumaunce- after lndla I':kmm hn-ml( Some economic distancing

ay become but boycotts
M\ e lim! |ud effect.
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N Mudlrvem-
ment  were  strongly
opposed to the Idea.
enough a

lssue, and it i not with-
Congress clama that
o claims t it
forced the government to
accept its demand. It 1s
mednwn into the
ments
uhnm un political advan-
tages each party wants to
in lrunlu:;s exercise.
e speculation amos
1! i that l'l:

parties from gaining alnc
toul nd\ ln'lm
nd. Whatever mAv
bn the ()wuamm ‘W strate-
iy and the BJPs counter-
strategy, the caste lssue
will remain a pmhhm -
whether with the caste
census and without it
While India has evolved
r-p!dly into a middle-
income country, a far cry

of

puvuny soen in the 19508,
our Is much
segregated on caste
lines in schoals and uni-
versities, in mwmmonl
other spheres,

caste continues to cast its

ames are pla
ous levels
uises.
Cuto aml)m‘ both in
and outside,
mmlnnn to soe it as a sim-
ple contest hl-twem the
upper castes and lower
castes. The upper castes

in Vlﬂl]ﬂl

and labelless middle
ground — and it is a large
one — that the inade-

Classes (OBCw), and the
fight is inside the many
wroups of various inter-
mediate castes to be
included in the OBC list
that is at the forefront of
the caste consus issue. A
caste consus was not
ed by  the
Scheduled Castes  or
Scheduled Tribes. It is
also an  indirect fight
mlnll the  Supreme
urt judgment in lhe
Indln Sawhney case of
192, where the court
called for the exclusion of
the “creamy layer”,
which said that total
ranrvnunm cannat
exceed 50 per cent. This
meant that while reserva-
thons for SCs stands at 15
p« c«n. and that of 8Ts
5 per cent, the OBCs
w\ll have to be content

Unlmllly it is the

have made huge stri Kammas. The mlmrny
through social mmmxy Brahmins held m
this nomenon undivided An

back to the late 19¢h nm:l Pradesh and in ’nlmu
carly 20th centurfes — Nadu much before the
and many have

as the dominant castes
like the Lingayats and

E

Andhra
majority of instances,
continued oppression of
the dalits 1s by the domi.
nant castes, Academics
blic intellectuals
he anodyne term

mics, out of & sense of
being inaccurate, venture
to use the term “upper

castes".

There are, then, two bat-
tles going on in the caste
arena, '&m is that the
excludnd u per middle
castos seeking Inclusion
mmolmmtmpmu
the reserved cal

leiyhul they have been

edged out.

mcuu l(muh how-
ever, remains, Au:onmﬁ
to observers, the NRI
associations o"hlw\.!

the United States are
divided along caste lines,
In the social sphere, the
dominance of caste 1s
harmless. But it needs to
bo rm:mlm that it

The consplcuous pres-
ence of caste in the lncul
sphere makes it neces
sary that it cannot be

It also cannot be
eliminated in the political

mm.m“a,"vm‘:zhg
wi

will not defang caste
because it serves their
purpose. There is the

with 27 per cent. The  And the other is the t I.-uenl‘cm poli-
chlm h lMl (JBCI cnm between the intermediate  ties, divisions and battles,
caste groups and the dal- It s the social features of
pupuhunn It Ia m \nd) its, This is best exmﬂ caste gmum that make
rect demand that the n.w fled by the bitter paliti -lcln(y diverse as much
emment should and  social  rivalry L and nhnpu
the 580 per cent celling m cu.lmn in a variety of

for reservations by the
apex court, It is under
standable that the BJP
and the Congress, and
thelr allies, should main-
tain a tactical silence
:boul OBCs while dis-
cussing the caste census
issue. l\m!rml castes
like the Patidars in

Gu{:n the Marathas in
mhlr-, the Kapus

Pradesh, the
Cun-n in Rajasthan and

the Jats in Haryana are
loudly demanding to be

between the Yadavs, rep-
resented b the
Samaywadi P (8P in
Uttar Pradesh, and lho
u.m. represented

ahujan  Sama) Plny
(BSP) Sockal liberals who
are ardent supporters of
the caste census and who
believe, rather mnvuly.
that a caste census is a
way to hﬁmnr{-emlulmd
costes from

sive upper castes, n;m
shy of seeing the many

caste groups, each t
ing the other for political

unnamed ways, Caste is
sure to die out in due
course, but even as it dies

l!udy caste  diversi t)‘
s need

no
«xplmn 1t is enough l' ll
Is described in an ethno-
graphic sense. The caste

census should be the first
step ln this direction.

The writer is a Delht-
based commentator and
analyst

careful Supreme Court advi-
sory that reaffirms the sepa-
ration of powers, urges time-
ly executive action, yet
resists codifying rigid judicial
oversight. The long-term
impact may be constructive
- bringing clarity, balance,
and urgency where ambigui-
ty has festered. Democracy,
after all, doesn't weaken
when its plllars question
each other. It fortifies.
Especially when they do it
through law, not rivalry.
Gopalaswamy J
Chennai

TRUMP CHALLENGE
FOR INDIA

As rightly stated In your editorial, US
President Donald Trump poses a r
challenge for Indla considering
statements and acts in recent times. As
stated by you, India will never discuss
the Kashmir issue with Pakistan allow-
ing Uncle Sam to act as an unwanted
mediator and your comparison of the
UN ns o * guard” of o " slow moving
goods train * with least power s not
only hilarious but true. cartoon of
Subhant wherein Trump Is seen peep-
ing through a bedroom window of a
qulmllln{. muple nnd en?ml.rlnq
wh

required to * pu:n lhem up " speaks

volumes,
M.C.VIJAY SHANKAR
hennat

Mall your letters to
chennatdeskiedeccanmail. com

Dilip Cherian

Dilli Ka Babu

If there’s a strike,
those near LoC &
can still survive, in
civilian bunkers

ostilities  between Indian  and
Pakistan have ceased, for the
moment, but neighbour

According to sources, these bunkers aren't
for conventional shelll lndh‘ullom
own Cold Warstyle s ic shi

massive com!
to survive the unthinkable — a mu‘lnr
the kind of

strike. Not infrastructure you
brag about at dlnnnr bul the kind
you want quistly wul

takea security
doesn't look like tor and high-level
talks. Sometimes, it's m: a reinforced con-
crote room with s , i lock, and a plan,
In o world that headline away

m—mn‘-mmwmwm
anymore.

IAS POWER PLAY: TALE OF TWO BATCHES
While civil servants are competitive about
reaching top administrative posts, there's
also camaraderie among officers from the
same batches. And nowhere is this more evi-
dmlﬂunlnlhmbthﬁ-ﬂuhtmnn
1669 and 1991 IAS ba
Wmhﬂzﬂh ﬂ:la{lﬂhlldl. Not cmunl
phnndmanmnl in i l
0t ZOnes — Dolhund.nmmulxnhm
mmmmmmmm
tive JAK terrain, while Dharmendra na
E humua-lnc mlmmld thnl h
lhi. Add Gujarat, Chhattisgarh, MP, Bihar
and Karnataka to the mix, and you've a
umnmu.mym': 1o play — they

Nw th-mlbmhmnmhunbﬂhlnr
Srln.ur but they've |p|nd themselves
states — an administrative jug.

ut. From pnl-rh-d politics of Tamil

Uhe.strtegic edges o
c

e oin ‘ofheers

mmﬁnﬂnm:‘ terrain, both politically
lc whn muiwwmnnbmnm

'l‘orrlmrlu m hordlr lmhl .:rth hlw
stakes implications. But the |m Ioi has
wide, overseeing a broader slice of 1

mwum

way, one thing's clear:
India lsn't Just about policy — it's also about
And it takes a little

to keop the buresucratic engine

ance in

hummln

AIS RULES OR POLITICAL WILL,
mmm

wv-mmm ‘s decision
the suspension of IAS officer N. Prasanth till
October 51, 2025, lsn't just unusual, it's down-

"ﬂ'&n”'uﬂ.nm thmwmmmm-d
review committee within
vnln ﬂ.m. on April 23, chaired by lh-
outgoing
Muraleedharan,

ly ignored?
m-rnm 'ﬂnmthlldlﬂn'lluh(h
Now, according to All lndhlorﬂm (AIS)
l.:mbuwnd m&
n lght. Buﬁnm?rmmh'
word on wheth:

At best, this ks & mess of procedural ambi-
ity. At worst, it smells like vendetta

u gwmm
aren't above the law, sure —

hux anr should the system that
Khllﬂh.lfﬂll-lﬂlﬂﬂ,;lnln m
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THE 14QUESTIONS
PRESIDENT MURMU
HASASKED SC

‘What are the constitutional options before
aGovernor when a Billis presented to him
under Article 200 of the Constitution of India?

Is the Governor bound by the aid & ad-
vice tendered by the Council of Ministers
while exercising all the options available with
him when a Bill is presented before him un-
der Article 200 of the Constitution of India?

bythe thmur under Article 200 of the
Constitution of India justiciable?

Is Articie 361 of the Constitution of Indiaan

absolute bar to the judicial review in rela-
tion to the actions of a Governor under Article
200 of the Constitution of India?

In the absence of a constitutionally pre-

scribed time limit, and the manner of ex-
ercise of powers by the Governor, can time-
lines be imposed and the manner of exercise
be prescribed through judicial orders for the
exercise of all powers under Article 200 of
the Constitution of India by the Governor?

ﬁbytfrl’u'sidﬂimdcr/\m'clclm of the
Constitution of India justiciable?
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In the absence of a

scribed timeline and the manner of exer-
cise of powers by the President, can time-
lines be imposed and the manner of exercise
be judicial the
exercise of discretion by the President under
Article 201 of the Constitution of India?

Inlight of the constitutional scheme gov-

erning the powers of the President, is the
President required to seek advice of the
Supreme Court by way of a reference under
Article 143 of the Constitution of India and
take the opinion of the Supreme Court when
the Governor reserves a Bill for the
President’s assent or otherwise?

Are the decisions of the Governor and the:

President under Article 200 and Article
201 of the Constitution of India, respectively,
justiciable at a stage anterior into the law
coming into force? Is it permissible for the
b ot o ot

¥ of India d

and Chief Justi

fIndia B R Gavai after the latter" ing-in at Rash

STATESTHATHAVE
APPROACHEDSC
ONPENDINGBILLS

TAMIL NADU: After SC's April 8 order,
stalled Bills in DMK-ruled Tamil Nadu were
deemed to have become law. Among them:
am A s

TN (Second Amendment) Bill, 2022

W TN Universities Laws (Second
Amendment) Bill 2022

W TN Fisheries University (Amendment)
Bill, 2023.

Madras University (Amendment) Bill,
2022 and TN Vieterinary and Animal Sdences
University (Amendment) Bill, 2023, did not
receive assent due to technical reasons.

KERALA: LDF government approached SC
inMarch 2024 against the President and then

Governor Arif Mohammad Khan.
i 'No.2)
Bill, 2021
2021
W Kerala Co-operative Societies
(Amendment) Bill,

Rashtrapati Bhavan has invoked the Supreme Court's advisory jurisdiction under the Constitution,
asking for its opinion on questions of law drawn from the court's April 8 judgment in the R N Ravi case.
But the reference also raises some wider issues on the way the SC exercises its discretionary powers

word ‘may’ indicates that it is the court’s

thereisany doubt about mcquumnofhw

What is the broader context behind

W The University (Amendment)
(No.2)Bill, 2022
8 The University Laws (Amendment)
(No.3)Bill, 2022.

KARNATAKA: According to government
sources, among the Bills pending with

the contents of a Bill, inany manner, before it
becomes law?

I (Can the exercise of constitutional pow-

ers and the orders of] by the President
| Governor un-
der Article 142 of the Constitution of India?

'I Is a law made by the State legislature a

law in force without the assent of the
Governor granted under Article 200 of the
Constitution of India?

'I In view of the proviso to Article 145(3)

of the Constitution of India, is it not
mandatory for any bench of this Hon'ble
Court to first decide as to whether the ques-
tion involved in the proceedings before it is
of such a nature which involves substantial

APURVAVISHWANATH prerogative to answer the The orthesame the the W Karnataka Rural Development and
NEW DELHI, MAY 15 SC has so far returned at least two refer- P the true f The issues in the R N Ravi case essen- Raj University Bill, 2024
ences without answering. ! h is,” thy id. tially arise out of the interplay of powers hi
PRESIDENT DROUPADI MURMU has in- ® In 1993, then President Shankar The SCalsu snd it could not “counte- b h o it led Bearing Land) Tax Bill, 2024
voked lhrSumemm sadvnsmyjuns— D:yal Sharma asked the SC whcuwr a vhi joninaref-  states. G who are by fy ty Bill, 2024
dicts any Hi - erence “may be as the Centre, are seen to be
lonhch‘cszdcnundcovcrrmtomnn tionofthe  opinion” on asettled decision of the court.  elected st their refusal ( ) Bill, 2024
Bills passed by state Assemblies. Ram Janma Bhumi-Babri Masjid...in the “That would obviously betxmmount to clear Bills passed by the. I

Under Article 143(1 ) of the Constitution,  area on which the structure stood.” toour sitting While inits ( ) Bill, 2024
the President may refer a "question of kaw The SC i d whichitisi i di April 8 ji it extended its scrutiny W Karnataka State Universities
a'faﬂ"mllr&mmmm[nrmopmm this as a civil suit on the dispute was al-  inadjudicatory jurisdiction. Norisitcom-  tothe the President as well, and ) Bill, 2023.

inion, unlike a ruling.i ready pending before the courts. petent for the President to invest us with  seta three-month timeline toclear Bills re-

The reference was made on May 13, ]usuccsAMAMtdundSPBhamdu anappellate jurisdiction over the saidde-  served for her consideration by the WEST BENGAL: The TMC government
five weeks after the SC's April 8 rulingin  dedli cision through a Reference under Article  Governor. Governor Ravi, under fire from mavcd SCin July 2024, accusing Governor C
which it fixed a three-month deadline for  the reference was against secularism,and 143, the court said. the SCfor ing assent, of bloc Bills “with-
the President to clear Bills reserved for her hmu-mmmmulﬂmndgpalsoﬂ- The government can, however, filefora 10 Bills to the President. un explanation”.
consideration by the Governor. review of i and a The SCin its ruling allowed states the - i ) Bill

That ruling, by a two-judge Bench muld use the SCopinionas a i attempe rseil right to seek a “writ of d " from L Fishery
headed by Justice | B Pardiwala, set aside  to politically negotiate the issue. Since the judgment was by atwo-judge  the SCagainst the President. This i Scit ) Bill
Tamil Nadu Governor R N Ravi's decision W The SC did not answer a 1982 refer-  Bench, and nmlhrcascsfmmuhﬂsums nlllyarwkmhlrkundmdnursufmum W WB Private University Laws
to withhold assent to 10 pending Bills. ence made by President Giani Zail Singh  including Kerala. agail :hc Pn:snknl if (Amendment) Bill

i ity of dl ing,itis possible that another Bench might shrducs not decids h Laws
Whatis theSC's that sought 0 the rekfimnhry:rf itution Bench. time limit. lWBUnMvﬂdemlmSckntn

The Constitution extended the provi- return of individuals (or their The used the rull ar-
sion in the Government of indiaAct, 1935 descendants) who had to gue that the judiciary was -
to seek the opinion of the Federal Courton  Pakistan between March 1, 1947 and May  about the April 8, Parliament or the people's mandate. ® WB Town and Country (Planning and

questions of law to questions of fact as well,
including certain hypotheticals.

A question under Article 143 may be
referred if it “has arisen, or is likely to arise”,
and *which is of such a nature and of such

14, 1954 to Jammu and Kashmir.
However, after the President’s refer-
ence, the Bill was passed for a second time,
and the Governor gave his assent. Petitions
challenging the validity of the Laws were

thatitis (]

also moved

ruling?
The reference contains 14 questions of

Attorney  General for India R

Law(seeleft ), which are mostly
the April 8 ruling, but are not limited to it.
The last three questions raise larger issues
on how the SC exercises discretionary

powers provided by the Constitution.

questions of law as to the interpretation of public i SC.
ituti d ittoabench of min- it f the Supreme Court™, Since advisory jurisdiction is not bind- ® Question 12 asks whether the SC
imum five judges? Article 145(3) requires any such refer-  ing asa precedent, even |f lhr SChadheld must fi rst determine if a case involves a
ence to be heard by five judges, after which Article question of law™ or n:qum-s
]3Dmh: powersafthe Supreme Court un- the SC returns the reference to the Id still have todecide " ion of the C " that
der Article 142 of the Constitution of India President with the majority opinion. its validity in Iht other batch. The SC's  only alarger Bench can hear. This question
limited to matters of procedural law or Article Under the Constitution, the President  opinion would also be futile since the is-  essentially asks whether smaller Benches

142 of the Constitution of India extends to is-
oo " e

acts on the aid and advice of the Cabinet.
The advisory jurisdiction allows her the

sue was no longer before the President.

can hear such important matters.
® [n Question 13, the reference raises

trary toor i advicetoacton  Canthe SC its Cisie on the use of Article 142 of the
tiveor Itisapower ion, which is the discretionary
orlaw in force? thattheF it east 15 Inits 1991 opinion on the Cauvery Water chrmdomﬂm justice”.
occasions since 1950, Disputes Tribunal, the SC said that Article I The last question asks the SC to de-
l Does the Constitution bar ary other ju- 143is notamechanism for the executiveto  fine the contours of Centre-state disputes
risdiction of the Supreme Court to re- Can the SCdecline to answer a seek review or reversal of established judi- thx:anbehrardbyanycoun.hnxlc 131
solve disputes between the Union reference? aal 3 the Court. ubject this
G State! Article 143(1) states the court “may, af- ourt inits yu- G the Supreme Court shall, to
cept by way of a suit under Article 131 of the ter such hearing as it thinks fit, report to i opi the any other court, have orig-
Constitution of India? the President its opinion thereon”. The f law, it cannot inal jurisdiction in any dispute.”

the President “was not
heard" before the SC passed directives for
her office to follow.

Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar crit-
:cucdmcmlmgﬂntusmsednmmul

casmns andalledfathmm:d judicial re-
view and greater adherence to the separa-
tion of powers,

That said, such tussles between
Parliament and the judiciary are as old as
the Constitution itself.

In the first thrcc decades after

Development) (Amendment) Bill

TELANGANA: In April 2023, BRS govern-
ment approached SC, accusing then
Governor Tamilisai Soundararajan of with-
holding assent to 10 Bills. The case was closed
after the Centre told SC that june that the
Governor had returned the Bills with her
comments.

PUNJAB: The AAP government moved SCin
October 2023, accusing then Governor
Banwarilal Purohit of sitting on key Bills,
® Punjab Police (Amendment) Bill, 2023
W Sikh Gy Bill, 2023

of theright to
property, leading to constitutional amend-
ments and adverse court orders.
Eventually, in the landmark 1973
Kesavananda Bharati ruling, the court al-
lowed land reforms, watering down the
fundamental right to property, but se-
verely restricted Parliament’s powers to
tinker with any other fundamental right.

® Punjab Affiliated Colleges (Security of
Service) Amendment Bill, 2023.

In November 2024, SC said the Governor
could not “keep the Bill pending indefinitely
without taking any action whatsoever”.
Purohit had by then given his assent to one
Bill; other three remain pending.

Before Murmu, other Presidents and their references to SC

MANOJCG
NEW DELHI, MAY 15

BEFORE PRESIDENT Droupadi Murmu, sev-

K k is“in

ar to the SC asking “..whether a

the of the C and
wlmhtrchltmdwus qu:m'mmgnnl

le...existed prior to the construc-
uon of the... Babri Mas)nL in the area on
which the [Babri Masjid] stood?".

ln its 1992 mponscm'hc?tmdmLﬂm
mataka

This was seen as Rao's attempt to geta

eral take: pres- ourt conc the Ram temple built by lhc Ramalzyz Trust —
identi route to resolve act rather| affiliated
issues with political seck clarity  the state, ires the m (hc Sangh Parivar — and thus co-opting
on important Supmmc Counmmms or  Itheld that tthnhumI to issue

simply
SCs domain. Some notable instances.,

Cauvery water row, 1991

InJune 1991, the Cauvery Water Disputes
Tribunal issued a directive to Karnataka to
release 205 thousand million cubic feet of
water to Tamil Nadu. This prompted the
Congress government in Kamataka, led by S

grant interim relief to the parties to the dis-
pute, when a reference for such

Ayodhya, 1992

In the wake of the demoli-
tion of the Babri Masjid in
December 1992, the Congress-led P V
Narasimha Rao government acquired “all ar-

Bangarappa, to issue the Karnatal eas in dispute in the suits pending in the

Basm Imgannn Protection Ordinance (later  Allahabad High Court (on the matter]”, and

Act)which effecti i to rebuild the razed structure

rode the authority of the Tribunal. whnlc also taking appropriate steps for the
InJuIy,ﬁrsidulRVcnluurmnndn construction of a Ram temple.

i astate On January 7, 1993, lhrvnryday(hndm

anoe-

f Certain Area

POLITICS

from the BJP and VHP
whllc “firing from the shoulders of the SC",

However, the apex court
did not allow itself to be
dragged into the row, saying
that the reference was op-
posed to secularism, and thus
did not serve a Constitutional
purpose. This was one of the rare cases in
which the SC"respectfully” returned a pres-
idential reference unanswered.

HaD

intervene between its last sitting in one ses-
sion and the date appointed for its first sit-
ting in the next session”.

This prompted Atal Bihari Vajpayee's gov-
ernment at the Centre to seck the opinion of
the SC. President A P | Abdul Kalam asked
whether "Article 174 (was) subject to the de-
cision of the EC under Article 324 (which gives

the UPA government led by Manmohan
Singh, President Pratibha Patil sought clar-
ity from the SCon its order cancelling 122 2G
telecom licences — an issue that had beena
political flashpoint between the Congress-
led Centre and the BJP-led Opposition.

The first of the eight questions of the pres-
ldl'nnal rdrrl'nn' asked whether “the only

ECthe )asto the disposal of all natu-
(From left) Presidents S D Sharma, AP) schedule of elections of the Assembly”, and  ral resources.. is by the conduct of auctions?",
Abdul Kalam, Pratibha Patil. Achive whetherthe ECwasrequired to“carryoutthe  seeking clarity over the SC's verdict in
mandate of Article 174", February which held that resources should

Upholding the EC's position, the SCsaid  be allotted through auctions.
Gujarat, the BJP government in the state nrmwasanmnnnmulmﬂatzmhuld TheSCopxm:d that anmnsamnmlhr
wanted to hold early ly elections.  elec all nat-

While polls were due in March 2003,
Governor S S Bhandari — acting on the rec-
ommendation of the state Cabinet undrr
then Chief Minister Narendra Modi —

the SCsaid i
were not in any way a reflection on President
Sharma himself, “We have the highest re-
spect for the office of the President of India
and for its present incumbent; his secular

der of a tribunal set up bytheCmtm at the
timealsounder Congress. Amang other things,
the presidential reference asked whether the

atAmdhya()xinmquuucSﬂOBm

plex, President Shankar Dayal Sharma made

| | N |

are well known,” the court said,

Gujarat elections, 2002
In the aftermath of the 2002 riots in

by in July 2002.

that the last sitting of the Assembly before
dissolution had been held on April 3.

However, the Election Commission (EC)
said it was not in a position to conduct elec-
tions before October 3, the day on which the
six-month deadline to have a sitting of the
Assembly would expire. Article 174(1)of the
Constitution says that “six months shall not

epaper.indianexpressicom .. .

the last sitting

u{ml\mﬁtyxmanumwasprmmumty
dissolved. “The of Article 174 are

uﬂlrmnmmsallmmdmallm-
™ since this mode was merely an

mandatory incharacter so far as the time pe-
riod between two sessions is concerned in
respect of live A ies and not dissolved

economic policy and “not a Constitutional
mandate”, Ihal could be applied in ahsnlutt

Assemblies. Article 174 and Article 324 op-
erate in different fields,” the SC said.

Within an hour of the SC verdict, the EC
announced that polls in Gujarat would be
held on December 12

2G telecom licences, 2012
In April 2012, during the second term of

terms. It

of natural resources is clearly an tconc'mc
policy. It entails intricate economic
and the Court lacks the necessary expertise
to make them.” it said.
LONGER VERSION ON
Indianexpress.com
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DIS/AGREE
THE BEST OF BOTH SIDES

Aweekly column, which offers not this-versus-that, but the best of both sides, to inform the debate

CR Sasikumar

The Kohli eraembodied the essence of Test cricket, With his retirement,
can the next generation rise to the demands of the red-ball format?

A Virat space,
difficult to fill

Gill, Jaiswal, and Rahul have the talent.
Can they summon the tenacity
and technical discipline?

KAUSHIK DAS GUPTA

IN VIRAT KOHLI'S first Test as captain, India
chased 360-odd runs in the fourth innings
at Adelaide and fell short by 48, The Indian
batsmen could have pulled down the shut-
ters on the last day and the team could have
cked out a draw against the world's top
mmmenrwtolclwnoburmmmover
ing to be a tough ask

Every now and then, he produces an innings
of great concentration — like in South Africa
in 2023 and then in the early part of the
A M But the R

patch
is yet to arrive,

Some of the current players could per-
haps take a leaf out of the King's book. Kohli
is arguably the country's greatest ODI player.
He scored at more than 48 with a near-140
strike in T20ls, Yet, Kohli has always said that
“the purest form of thepme received his
utmost, Noth ion bet-

A lot of talent
waiting in wings

There will be bumps along the road
but there is no need to fear for
the future of Indian cricket

VINAYAKK
MOHANARANGAN

ter than the effort he put in after the horroes
of the England tour of 2014, It was his third
year in the whites and he was being seen as
one of the players to watch out for. But as
James Anderson and co exploited his frail-
ties against the moving cherry, Kohli battied
de, He worked hard to make

fifth-day Adelaide pitch held no demons, But
audacity was the new captain's signature,
For most of the day, in the company of
Murali Vijay, he had Australia on the mat, At
240for 2, India sensed a famous win, But al-
u-r Vljay s d:&.umm Nathan Lyon spun a
time Kohli was the seventh

nul lhe writing was on the wall,
Nevertheless, the team had made a state-
ment; It would not back off from a challenge.
It would approach Test cricket the way it is
meant to be played: Ball by ball, over by over,
session by session. With Kohli hanging up
his Test boots, the question that will be
asked of those being heralded as his succes-
sors is this: Do they have the same tenacity?
There can be little doubt of their talent,
Like the King — and the
Master Blaster before him,
Sachin  Tendulkar —

Test ericket demands

changes in technique, treating every over-
seas tour like an “engineering exam” he had
to pass, A few months after England came
the monumental effort at Adelaide.

One of the beauties of team lpon ist that

ALLTHROUGH HIS career, Rahul Dravid
wasa walking, talking textbook for batting
technigue and knew how to time the ball
well, And, on the day he retired in March
2012 with a press conference and not on
the field, many believed he got the timing
spot-ononce again Cracks were beginning
to form in that foolproof defence and he
didn't want to drag it out further, He sat
down with the media and reflected on his
career with great articulation, but also

uu' reats are gr
their Job quietly, feeding into and
lhrmnz with the success of their comrades.
Cheteshwar Pujara at the peak of Kohli's ca-
reer, for example. Pujara scored more than
7,000 runs — the value of each of them mag-
nified by the impact it had on his team-
mates, while the doughty technician was
absorbing all the pressure at the other end.
Indian cricket today would give anything to
have an enabler like him. Remember, how-
ever, that Pujara had a near-zilch presence
inthe instant format,
Nevertheless, as Kohli
retires, there is much to

U il indian cricket. Anera
allruemmdnupmewnmmmw
anend, but Dravid looked to the future with
confidence. One line stood out: “When |
was 23 years old and when [ played for
India, and ook at some of the talent that's
on show, | just know that | was nowhere as
talented as some of these kids,"

Fast forward seven years, and Virat
Kohli, still the captain of the side and re-
tirement nowhere on the horizon, spoke
after a match against New Zealand in
January 2019; *I saw him
bat in the nets and | was
like, "Wow, | was not even

which he went on to elevate for the rest
of his career, His average at that point
was 41.16 and he had scored four cen-
turies, As Kohli calls time, Gill has already
played 32 Tests, scored five centuries and
~ like Kohli — has already il d

WWW INDIANEXPRESS. COM

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Tramp doesn't believe in submission to rules of any kind. He recognises no
distinction between business conducted in the White House and deals done

at Mar-a-Lago”

= THE GUARDIAN

A trail that will
guide justice

CJISanjivKhanna's legacy lies in firm interim
orders to protect constitutional rights,
especially those of minorities

rights:

involving the ED were heard by a liberal and
proactive bench headed by Justice A S Oka,
‘who cracked the whip on the agency's am-
pant practice of arresting Opposition lead-
ers for alleged money-laundering

Justice Khanna, while being a silent
warker, displayed approach to

PRASHANT BHUSHAN

law sharp contrast
to his predecessor's speeches and public
appearances. He authored several land-

SANJIV KHANNA stepped down as — mark judgments as well He illegalised the
the Chief Justice of India with the honour wmrulmmnms(hﬂluﬁadesh
and distinction he well deserves, A packed Jallotting apref.
courtroom bid him farewell at the ceremo- — erential basis to VIPs such as ministers,

isl ingd: MPs, MLAS, etc. tobe largesse and
The mood: disc v, Invoking Article 142 (the

as Justice Khanna, during hs short lmur
paved the way for a fairer and more trans-
parent court, committed to the rule of law
and the Constitution, Where much was left
adn he assumed the mantle of leadership

navigat-

SC's power to do complete justice ), he au-
thored a Constitution Bench judgment
making it possible for the SC to directly

had run into
irreconcilable problems. He also wrote a
separate and stronger jud;mtnl in the

ing acourt ith
Justice Khanna's judicial legacy does

lor lmupm:n(y in polmul Iundlruand

not lie in many exalted rdis-  therolelargep
ditiof saw o
ecessor, but in brief i s Not all his j
that breathed life into the He i laudable. He was a co-author of

took office at a time when the executive
was riding roughshod over fundamental
rights, Bulldozers were being used to de-
molish houses, particularty those of mi-
norities, on the pretext and allegation of
some illegality committed by them; suits
were being filed in courts across India

;

uu- Judgment approving the abrogation of
Article 370 and the conversion of Jammu
and Kashmir from state to Union Territory.

Healsoled.

count all VWPAT slips in elections conducted
EVMs,

using
It was in his administrative role as Chief

8 that
turies ago over some ltmpk This, despite
the Places of Worship Act, 1991, The gov-
ernment  brought in the Wagf
(Amendment) Act seeking to take over
properties of Muslim religious trusts
through various subterfuges. The
Enlmrrmem Dlmnnmr (ED)was arrest-
ing Oy andac-

Justice where we saw major strides in the
Court ind. ility. He

Judges declaring assets and making them
public, The disclosures of propasals for ju-
dicial appointments approved by the SC col-
legium but pending with the government

are y yof the

it does not see as pliant, In the

tivists, Bail denied asa result of
mkwllimdurr:uxknhrmm

Cun!mnu'd wm\ this, during Justice

case the cash found at a judge's
rrudmrt. Justice Khanna acted with ex-

lic domm the nlormnlnn nuk!ru out the

benches
to deal with important and sensitive cases
appeared more fair and rational, leading to
maore just outcomes, Justice Khanna's or-
dmcn the I’hmd\MmhlpAn and the
to the Waqf

the pressures of the format too, facing
success and failure in tough conditions
around the world.

Then there is Yashasvi Jaiswal, off to a
flying start in his Test career, averaging
52,88 after his first 19 Tests with four cen-
turies already and all set to occupy the top
of theorder for along time should he con-
tinue in this trajectory. In Australia, uyuzh
asthe Nitish y
himself into the spotlight with a sensa-
tional century in Melbourne. He showed
that a star can emerge at any given time
with the right backing,

Wiy must the next big superstar be a
batter, anyway? Indian cricket is already
blessed to have an all-time great con-
tender in Jasprit Bumrah, who ~ fitness
permitting — can continue to win
matches for India around the world.

Sure, there will be bumps along the
mad hm in lhl.' drﬂdu since Tcndullu:

broke

Shubman Gill gave indica-
tions of his talent in his first
series in Australia, A 90-odd
in the famous Gabba
fortress breach of 2021
made the pandemic-hit
world look up at an exciting
new player. Even though he
had announced his abiities
with greater aplomb before,
Yashasvi Jaiswal's return
Down Under earlier this
year among the team's ru-
ins, too, led a section of the
Australian media to hail

minor but critical

adjustments. Pitch

conditions require
bowlers to vary their
lengths and lines. The

team comprising Kohli,

look forward to, Jaiswal, for
instance, willed himself to
play close to his body after
being dismissed for a duck
in his first innings in
Australia. The 170 in Perth
had every Jaiswal stroke,
and more, Nudged on by
Ral i his

Pujara, Jasprit B
Mohammed Shami,
Ishant Sharma, R
Ashwin, and Ravindra
Jadeja had players who
were attentive to

head down after every au-
dacious shot, sometimes
admonishing himself after
afalse one.

Test cricket demands
minor but critical adjust-

10 per cent of that when |
was 19', That's the confi-
dence that they carry and
itis great for Incian cricket
if the standard keeps go-
ing up and the guys com-
ing in can make impact
performances straight
away and we would be
more than happy to give
them the chances and
help them grow." Kohli
was talking about
Shubman Gill.

It's the natural cycle

The systems in place
have changed.
Teenage talents are not
an exception but the
norm. This year's IPL
has thrown up names
like Vaibhay
Suryavanshi, Ayush
Mhatre, Digvesh Rathi,
Vipraj Nigam —all
youngsters who have hit
the ground running with
the confidence that

amendments are particularly significant,

against the judge. He then or-
dered an inquiry by a panel of three judges,
whose report remains to be publicly dis-
closed. These measures have been exem-
plary and in keeping with his eartier judg-
ment that the CJI's office was a puhll(‘
Julhumyard thus open to scrutiny under

While it is argued that these chall theRT par
could have been dealt with more ﬁrm!y o tant hrjudml independence.
put an end to While Justice Khanna
numy rights, his interim orders hmu@( has asserted that he will not accept a post-
much respite. VVhIlt‘l'l'Cmnl times,was  retirement job, which is welcome in the
his  light of many former judges having com-
predecessor's tenure, Justice Khanna's or-  promised their independence by taking
o such positions. On his retirement day, he

of suits
seeking to change the character of hundred-
He. i

:he implementation of several object I::n—

and affirmed the Court's secular character
when he countered the government by as-
serting, "When we sit here, we lose our re-
ligion, \Mmabmumymu Under his

made an important statement that judicial
respect must be earned and cannot be
commanded, This is a truism that judges
often forget while wielding the whip of
contempt jurisprudence to enforce respect.
Ralph Waldo Emerson once said, “Do not
g0 where the path may lead, go instead
where ltrrr is nopalh and leave a trail."

svaland  Justice Kh atrail and
KV an Judicial integrity that | hope will guide fu-
judgment on the abuse of bulldozers, ture justices for years to come.

largely putting astop to this illegal practice,
These orders, for the time being at least,

The writer is an advocate proctising in the

him as “The New King",
But do the new lot have
the hunger to give their best
inarguably the most de-
manding lomm when the
d d 1, if not more,

this imperative,

ments, almost every match,
sometimes every few
overs, Pitch conditions re-
quire bowlers to vary their
lengths and lines, The team
Kohli, Pujara, Jasprit Bumrah,

instant
attention? Gill has been around for more
than four years, a little more than Kohli
when he donned the captain's mantle, His
ODI numbers are impressive. Pedigree is also
writ large on almost all his 1,800-odd test
runs. Yet, an average of 35 indicates that the
Ionpn format has not seen the best uf the
das

Rohit Sharma as India’s skipper and ptmapu
take Kohli's place at number 4 in the
batting order.

There are fears that Gill's career arc could
follow the trajectory of K L Rahul, another
player with undoubted technical finesse,

Mohammed Shami, Ishant Sharma, R
Ashwin, and Ravindra Jadeja had players
who were attentive to this imperative,
Shami and Jadeja are in the twilight of their
careers, Will the likes of Rahul step up?
Will Gill fulfill the Brisbane promise?
Where are the bowlers to fill in if Bumrah
or Shami get injured? More importantly,
given the pulls today, does the current lot
have the drive to abide by Test cricket’s dic-
tum of one ball at a time? The coming
months will raise such questions.

kaushik desguptofexpressindia.com

of sports. Rohit Sharma's
and — to a much larger
extent — Kohli's retire-
ments are bound to have
an impact on the Test
team, but there is no need for Indian
cricket to fear who takes over, That is not
to say Gill is the answer to "who next?",

Kohli spoke of.

stopped in its tracks the government's as- Supremne Cowrt of India
systems in place have changed, loo.
Teenage talents are not an exception but
the norm; the Indian Premier League as
well as the robust domestic systemand the
Under-19 World Cup pathway have en- LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
sured they are spotted early and groomed
withadequate guidance, This year's IPL has R
Saxuwo up i e NATIONALOUTRAGE ~ SCHOOL FEES
Vaibhav Suryavanshi,
Ayush Mhatre, Digvesh THIS REFERS TO the editorial, Fire the  THISREFERS TOthe repaort, DS Dwarka
Rathi, Vipraj Nigam — all Minister" (IE, May 15) Madhya Pradesh  expels 29 students for not paying fees,
youngsters who have hit minister Vijay Shah' and the (1E.May 14), More
the ground running with trolling of our foreign ;etmary.mihls mdm'n'chlldnn nadmmedmm
the confidence that Kohli daughter are the fthe  vate
spoke of, The processes in hidden hate for minorities and secular  ilies that are not able to afford it due to
place automatically dic- citizens. Every institution, inchuding the  the quality of education they provide,
tate that the probability of Jjudiciary and Parliament, is trapped in ~ which has been lacking in government
finding future stars is this schools. ASER 2023 shows government
higher than before, ment, The less | say about the read-
Of course, in the media, the better, It's high time forthe  ing and arithmetic. Around 50 per cent
i post- il the ju- Class 5 school students
match chat, Kohli had diciary to put an end to this trend, can't read a Class 2 level text. Parents
mentioned Prithwi Shaw's Vasant Nalawade, Seiorn — want only the best for their children and
name in the same breath the best should be accessible enough not
as Gill. There is a caution- THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'Fire the  to burn a hole in their pockets.
ary tale in it, too, that not minister’ (IE, May 15), Colonel Sofiya Shreya Purohile, New Delhi
all talents blnuog\ mg: g:;i; i, zm«-d h.:n he briefing on
ravid, on 1, has become a sym- >
too, had said that back in bol of strength and resolve against ter- TrUMP'S CLAIMS
2012: “Just being talented rorism. The comments nl Madhya  THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘Encourage

doesn't necessarily mean you will have a
successful Test career. There are a lot of
thmus that go with it, how you face the

But his presence, other tal-

how you deal with things

ted pl. is.

ly well
in the Indian cricket conscience, Like
Sunil Gavaskar made way for Sachin
Tendulkar, like Tendulkar made way for
Kaohli, Indian cricket will always move on,
The game, as they say, is always bigger
than the individuals,

When Tendulkar retired, Kohli was
only 20 matches into his Test journey and
had overcome an iffy start to recently es-
tablish himself in the longest format,

that

temal. Ilwlllbeknmnuu..mmbadmn
my couch and watch some of these young
talents as they try to establish themselves
over the next two-to-three years,”

Kohli might just do the same as he
takes a spot on his couch when India go
twEngland.

vinayakk mohanarangan®
expressindia.com

epaper.indianexpressicom [ .

direct India, Pak communication: US

tormouths as they embarrass not only
their own leaders but also the country,
Manaoj Parashar, Choziabad

lunhﬁl mndﬂnnatlnnasheh.uur- walks back on mediation’ (IE, May 15),
, Ammy,  Why was US President Donald Trump
that religion, countries as aggrieved,
cnr.‘ language and colour. The Madhya  when 26 tourists were killed in
Pradesh High Court has rightly ordered  Pah, F
an FIR against him. But the biggest shock  ists? All three countries are answerable
has come from the BJP, which has failed h respy thy i
toinitiate strong actionagainst themin-  of the ceasefire. Our Prime Minister, too,
ister, and thus, scored an own goal. All  should make things tlur. especially
i d mo-  giventhe he US, There

should not be any more doubts in the
minds of the Indian public.
Ravinder Kumar Jadn, Ludhiono
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RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

QUESTIONS FOR BENCH

President’s reference to SC should enrich discourse on
state-Centre balance. That needs good faith, not suspicion
Hﬂjmwmwmmmmwmmmmﬂww

EDITORIAL PAGE

‘WORDLY WISE
THRILLERS ARE LIKE LIFE, MORE LIKE LIFE THAN
YOU ARE. — Granam GREENE

A treaty under water

In the Indus Basin, and elsewhere, India and Pakistan

will have to find ways to manage water better

AsIT K Biswas AND CECILIA TORTAJADA

ON APRIL 24, Debashree Mukherjee, secre-
tary, Ministry of Jal Shakti, informed her
Pakistani counterpart, S}!dNI Murtaza, that

the G

eanldﬁde:mdayd!ﬁthmandunL th to
1 plateful. di. '}um
Murmu has sent the Supreme Court a list of 14 questions sparked by the

ifications to the Indus Waters Treaty (IWT).
Thisis Ixrausr fundamental dungs have

Court'sApril verdict. The SC!

since the treaty

GSyursa@ lhzstdungs ‘require a re-

serving 10bills for theP they! . She went on to
the state legislative assembly, to be “illegal” and Inthe it pointoutthat terror-

mmhmbrmmfs&mmmbimuhmm thmcmomhswhena w i
bilsfnstsul.amomh itisresent three-month lisatx thetreaty”. The
theP 1 thi lk-u o ofll:‘l:,y;hﬂ!fm decided to

: : treatyin nce.

argued that b adespe- TP‘he decision was a result of terrorists
cially soin a political context Whﬂ‘ in several states, governors ‘FP‘“’W by the BJP- killing 26 innocent tourists in Pahalgam.
ruled Ce and t n-BJ| alened Following the attack, Indian Prime Minister
lines of and creati in “identify, trackand
byasldngdwhcﬁdunmaﬂmmadudlhw.bypnsaﬁn;ﬂrmnmmwhdshe punish every terrorist and their backers". The

mmthzmmmmwmkml—mmmwmmm:
the President — the court invil

Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar articulated those concemns by overstating them.
Article 142, which empowers the SC to pass anydzcnemardrrmessxyfordmng
complete justice in any case or matter it", apower it i

case

more than three-day-long hostilities be-
tween the neighbours ended with a cease-
fire on May 17.

There has been much rhetoric in both
countries about what may happen to the
flowsof the IndusMumeubaMﬂ!u

Pakistan

against Tamil Nadu Governor Ravi, had ba:ume a“nuclear missile agams!
forces”, he said. Now, the Presk ourt
to answer them, and in spite of the fact that its opinions are not legally binding — are an

under the treaty. Rhmn( aside, the simple
factis that if it decides to stop water flowing
to Pakistan, India does not have the infra-

opportunity. They can lay the ground for a calmer dialogue and on the is-
smﬂmhenﬂ!mommmm thy ituti ‘“hin'm of pow-
ers; cutive ion and judic latter, for instance,

kick in even before a bill becomes law?); dwhaluub«wunl!rmuuve.bglshnm
and judiciary in a framewaork of federal democracy.
= 4 2 5

the flows for Jet
alone a long period. Construction dnec:s—
sary water infrastructure will take at leasta
decade, if not more.
It's

TWT!
65 years, even though, over the past three
decades, e i

The Green Revolution
started in Punjab, both in
India and Pakistan, after the
treaty was signed. While it
increased food production
significantly, water demands
on both sides of the border
went up concomitantly.
‘Water tables in both Indian
and Pakistani Punjab are

curs—an, with ....,....uy,.......- pacf
d taken

the

hasbeen ¥ ip by the Court for
the latest flashpoint. The process of deliberation will also be made more fraught by the

pact i
for both During the last decade, it
mmmwd;mmmnuﬂ!

fact that among President Murmu’s 14 que: th "mnartmsc chall its
broader powers under Article 142 i beyond justiciability of
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This is due to many reasons, First, India
and Pakistan were very different countries
in 1960, compared to now. In 1960, India’s

the to-and-frobx

Forit and the Court will
need to be conducted in a dimate of mutual trust and respect, not suspicion.

SEND THE MESSAGE

US State Department backtracking on Trump's claims on
Kashmir is welcome. Delhi must hold firm on its line

SPﬂSDENTwNN.D In2019, dur-
term, he clai i

Narendra
Indi i Kashmic Then,
backtracked and said the US would step in only if asked to do 5o by both
countries. A similar script played out after the agreement between India and Pakistan to
stop military action last week. First, Trump announced the ceasefire on his social media
handles even before Indian and Pakistani authorities could do so. Second, he had used
“trade”, Delhi Third, the claim that the US
“mediated” madmﬂtmn!nOandnmhymnmng,thSSmDepzmmnnll
but the theory that play pmnmtkashnlr
issua'\l\k Indi. i e

Exllzr Dclmhaialmdympaldwlﬂyﬂwnﬂwth:mm"mwasbcmg
it was Pakistan that first ap-

was 445 million. It is now 146
billion, an increase of nearly 3.25 times. In
1960, 17.94 per cent of Indians lived in urban
amsTnday,wbmmasmmmlspcr

d g by over 50 cm per
year. In many parts of both
the Punjabs, water levels
have declined by over one

Similarly, Pakistan's population in 1960
was 45.7 million. It is now 255 million, anin-
crease of nearly 5.5 times. In 1960, well un-
der 20 per cent of Pakistanis lived in urban
areas. Now. msnmﬂydmxblclhxﬁmmln

1960, ant
lower than Pakistan's — Bll78 to$41 L“i
almost 31 per cent less. Sixty-four

cerns like climate change, heat waves, gla-
cier melt, and rising sea levels were not
recognised. The water management prac-
tices of that time have become outdated.
There was little understanding of the com-
plex linkages between water, food, energy,
and environmental securities.

glaciers,

in 2024, India's per capita GDP was $2,698,
ayunPalnsnnsSlW almnsNOptrank

Indus
river system, have been melting for several
years, Iudmg to increased river flows dur-

i re-

hlghcr India’s dur-
ing the past 65 years has been significantly
better than Pakistan’s.

verse after 2050, with the likely melting of
most glaciers. Dn:mghtsand floods in the
basin are and in-

economic activities and i improvement in liv-

more frequent
tense. Meanwhile, the northern Indian
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in both countries. Neither country has given

much attention to managing demand and
) quality s

b

heat waves. This year, Jaipur has already
touched 44 degrees Celsius, while Shaheed
Benazirabad in Sindh, Pakistan, recorded 50
dqms&lsmkumumpuzmm
umcd asurgem clmmnydemand torun

supply

The Green Revolution started in
Punjab, both in India and Pakistan, after
the treaty was signed. While it increased
food production significantly, water de-
mands on both sides of the border went
up concomitantly. Water tables in both
Indian and Pakistani Punjab are declining
by over 50 cm per year. In many parts of
both the Punjabs, water levds have de-
clined by over one Such

and
nuclnr power plants require significant
quantities of water for cooling, water de-
mand for electricity generation has also in-
creased. This situation is expected to worsen
after 2030, as global warming continues to
imnsily.‘l'hl.'lw'l'doa not include such im-
portant considerations,
ﬂtnutywasmmcs:ﬂbedbymw

able practices cannot continue, especially
as the farm sector accounts for around 85

to makc adjustments when necessary.
Unﬁumlnalcly not a single i msmlmnn inei-

per cent of India’s water i and
90 per cent of Pakistan's.

Not only in the Indus Basin, but all over
India and Pakistan, water and farm practices
have to be re-imagined. Water use intheagri-
cultural sector needs to be s e-

as
mhowslxhallvugmxycwldbemgw
alszuw Palnsunlusbdan'dly indicated

about the IWT.

duced, but at the same time, food production
medsmbcmnnmllymmﬂmhs
Between 1975 and

metre. Such bl
practices cannot ¢

2005, it reduced irrigation water use pcr

especially as the farm sector
accounts for around 85 per
cent of India's water

centof the

is increasing rapidly.

and 90 per
u:m of Pakistan’s.

both countries will need to address serious
vmrpoﬁﬂnsﬂ!yh:wmn{\agmeﬂw
water needs, inc

Indus River Basin.

....I)nm i

ercrmdmtalwzausemﬁl percent.

Since 2005, it has made more progress. India

and Pakistan, too, do not have much choice.
The IWT was signed in 1960, when con-

onwater. He is a winner of the Stockholm
Water Prize. Tortajada is honorary pmﬁnorn

the University of Glasgow: They are visiting
research professors at the Centre for Policy
Research, New Dethi

A PrLAN, NO CRYSTAL BALL

Inuncertain times, resilience is the financial superpower every parent needs

LAVANYA MOHAN

lFlWEREmdrmupahstndqufdnnpdm
scare the living daylights out of me, beinga
parent toan eight-year old tops the list. When
myh\dnm‘lm'ldldmdzdewwldbepar—
ents,
see the future we'd be living in.

We're parenting in a world with shaky

dtbvu!duvuwwrammﬁrhﬂdt\'&)

Fourth, don’t forget protection. It's easy
mlgmt:nnudllahhmsumuz but if
the

‘when your child is five, and keep i
the SIPamount by 10 percent every year, you

m;-nurymzn.
—past

umcwbmthzworldummmd!maym
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demic, acrypto boom and crash, Al and global

conflict. Soit's worth keeping the faith,
Second, consistency over cleverness. Ina

reels promising triple-digit retums ﬂlmtgh
technical trading, boring is

ything, it's that
‘we are not invincible. Sudden deaths con-
tinue to rise with alarming frequency. Data
shows that between the years 2000 and
2016, the rate of heart attacks in the under-
40 age group climbed by 2 per cent every
year. With adequate health and term insur-
ance, you can be prepared for whatever the
future throws at you.

Finally, the most underrated form of in-
vestment you can make for your child is in
theirfinancial literacy. Helping your child un-
derstand how money works — how to earn,
savu.spmd.andngil—willgivcthuna

btsxpnnfnllmmmtmriyﬂwnm

Whetherit'sgiving
thcm an allowanc! and letting them make

wnx:)xdimendmncydco( ion. Indi it would not give in to “nu-
clear thy i i were terrorand routes as we know them, our costs of living
theillegal oK That said,tsals i ?
the better part of 75 —especially
md!hstthue asIndiao Aviaa i d“y_cals it ﬁim.Hmn_mdoamphnhaﬁnm
demm‘h, utpaced F : uncertain? _
P . As someone who works in personal fi-
ing point. Today, India isfar nance and is raising a child, | know the cock-
lobal into flux. tail of anxiety and aspiration that fuels every
1S positi the Ukrais Jlict. imposed financial decision we make. We want to give
mmSymandmndamadﬂmdwUSamlmmmsenam(hardnlhm our children security. But more than that, we
than - want to give them a choice — the
" P say yes to the college they want, the job they
o " “ = s believe in, the city they dream of living in.
S S v . - At a time like this, when the world is
but it must sage to hi changing faster than ever, the goal is not to

DARK NIGHT RISES

Inanewly discovered story by Graham Greene, an invitation to
reassess a familiar author through an unfamiliar lens

HE WIND KEENS outside the window, the rain a whiplash on the shutters.
Insdeamudapﬂmmunmcl’mllﬂm asohnrymwﬂundsm

sraham

Greene's ghost story | at Night', in 1962 and only just
published in Strand Magazine, a Michigan-based quarterly, u-..juslahtﬂary
footnote. It reveals the elasticity of a writer best for hi ic guilt-

pltdin.llismblildmsilim ﬁmndalm—

sorb shocks, cushm wur[andyuldukfs)
future and withstand uncertainty, not crum-
blein the face of it.

The first step towards building resilience
is also the most obwious — start early. Time is
your biggest asset because not only does it ac-

you the toabsorb risk. So if you starta
mutual fund SIP of Rs 10,000 a monthina

We're parenting in a world
with shaky geopolitics; Al is
threatening to end academic
routes as we know them,
our costs of living are
spiking daily, and climate
change feels like it could
throw a spanner into any
financial projection. How
exactly does one plan for a
future this uncertain?

Y
that survive. A mix of equity mutual funds,
low-cost index funds, gold, fixed and recur-
ring deposits will be both balanced and ro-
bust. Don't chase trends; put money inwhat
you know and understand —

‘Third, consider inflation your permanent
opponentm Rs20 Iakh college fund you

ulhngmthunm

why i insurance plan, in-

volving your children in age-appropriate

conversations builds lifefong habits,

If all this feels overwhelming, let me offer

some comfort: There is no perfect plan. You
will revisit your decisions, course-correct,

make m:stzks]'lmsnkzy Financial plan-

thought night only cover one
semester |n 13 foreign umvcrslry by 2035.

tq:undmtlrwudd.mmmpax
Your child’s ﬁlumdoesmnmdacrysval

action. That'sa

Oneway this  ball It needs cal
ingy y couple i in.
. g
lmmmmlﬁmmm‘nm Thewriter, a charteved accountant, is the
time act. It's an evolving relationship. author of Money Doesn't Grow on Trees

Di i i iversity of Texas at Austin, Y
haunted atmosphere, ﬂrn:nsnmbemmmumyandmptmmsp«ml uncer-
tainty, reveal a writer each of reason.

Ci!dlhzﬁm!wnmomwzoﬂlmmly Greene is not alone in genre detours, The
sh b/hrlﬁzmmgabuutahdedm

nalist grappling with th

James Bond series. From Henry James's eerie Tum of the Screw ( 1898) to the genre-bending
fiction of Margaret Atwood and Kazuo Ishiguro, writers have often strayed from familiar
mmmwmrmmmfawysmﬂmnmlmmbmmu—
amhwnlb.

i icabout “Jost™ stories. they
invite readers to reassess familiar authors through unfamiliar lenses. They serve as time

Gmlkswmwrgﬂwmmmmﬂmumbmu\sﬂmdm!ﬁmdymma

wm:x‘smaul’ua the! oﬂnach.u literary titans not
ough weighty through i pieces. Reading at Night’ may be
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TERROR PLANS
INVESTIGATING AGENCIES WERE hotly pur-

country, who have successfully undergone

at Khwaja Bazar, when lathi charge failed to

disperse the stone throwing demonstrators.

Clashes were also reported from Nowhatta
iKadal

suing
tokill the Prime Minister in the US and the

hil-l;r.hmuseuhhe the aure of the gvern-

drug company Bunvuyxs Wellmmc(lnnia)

arrest of terrorists in N::g;lhl;ﬁmean; (indet) TAMILS LYNCHED
Nagar arrests. The FBI has determined that  in India last year, the pati beenap- CURFEW \OSED &
t}wmsphnnedmmmmdcmﬁ— ptahngfunmguhrsuwtydﬂtdng,mx tuwnmnnrth-mnmlmlanlu.lnllowmg
denc ic locations”. far not e of about 150
Hem. MohmdﬂSmghObemmnimcdm Sinhalese by the Tamil militants. At least 30to
there a 40 tynched i and
puhhcbnldmgxﬂumm - CLASHES ‘[N SIUNAGAR shops burnt. Many Tamils were fleeing the
AT LEAST 20 persons were injured in fresh  town for Vavuniya, about 48 km away from
DRUG SHORTAGE clashes with the police in rhme phczs in  Colombo, the reports said, and that about 25
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Hypertension: Silent threat

Policy action with clinical intervention is crucial

) N

—
Manohar Agnani

ypertension, often
H dubbed the “silent killer,”
typically progresses

without symptoms, gradually
damaging the heart, brain, and
kidoeys.

Its risk factores include both
modifiable behaviours — such as
unhealthy diet, physical inactivity,
alcohol and tobacco use, and
obesity — and non-modifiable
factors like age, genetics, and
coexisting conditions such as
diabetes

Hypertension is both

preventable and controllable,

!‘I\ en modest reductions in blood
pressure can significantly reduce
the risk of stroke, ischemic heart
disease, and heart fallure,

In [ndia, hypertension is an
escalating public health concern,
According to NFHS-5, 21,3 per
cent of women and 24 per cent of
menaged 15 and above have
elevated blood pressure — rates
that are slightly higher in urban
than in rural areas.

Astudy conducted between
2019 and 2021 revealed that over
one In four Indian adults has
hypertension,

Ofthese, only one-third are
diagnosed, fewer than one in five
are treated, and a mere one in 12
have their blood pressure under
control,

NATIONAL INITIATIVES
The government initiated
population-based screening for
non-communicable diseases
(NCDs) in 2016,

Avyear later, the India
Hypertension Control Initlative
(IHCT) was launched —a
collaboration between the
Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare (MoHFW), Indian
Councll of Medical Research
(ICMR), WHO India, and Resolve
to Save Lives,

The Initiative focuses on
evidence-based protocols,
uninterrupted medicine supply,
task-sharing, and decentralised
care at the primary health level
IHCI demonstrated that ensuring
continuum of care for
hypertension was operationally
feasible,

The IHCI's best practices have
been integrated Into the National
Programme for Prevention and
Controlof NCDs (NP-NCD),
enabling health systems to track
screening, treatment, and control
rates down to the village level,

Indla's commirment tothe
by 25" initlative — bringing 7:
million individuals with
hypertension or diabetes under
standard care by 2025 — is

the \mnlllhu

HYPERTENSION. Early

detection helps ssrocumor

commendable, With over 71
million patients already enrolled,
the target appears achlevable
Despite visible progress key
Implementation gaps remain, A
major bottleneck is the delay
between screening by
Community Health Officers
(CHOs) and follow-up by Medical
Officers (MOs). Strengthening
MO outreach and integrating
teleconsultations can bridge this

Eap.

Availability of essential
medicines at Ayushman Arogya
Mandirs must be ensured to
facllitate continuous care, Equally
critical is the widespread use of
validated, automated blood
pressure monitors, which offer
greater accuracy and consistency

The ABHA (Ayushman Bharat
Health Account) 1D offers a
promising tool for improving
continulty of care, enabling
patient tracking across facilities.

Incentivising frontline teams
to screen individuals aged 30+ for
hypertension, diabetes, and
common cancers s already
underway, Aligning these
Incentives with outcomes
as treatment inftiation and
control rates — and ensuring
robust drug procurement can
significantly enhance impact,

With adequate training,
remuneration, and supervision,
ASHAs can play a transformative
role in improving adherence and
promoting lifestyle changes.

Clinical interventions alone are
not enough, Policy-level actions
are equally essential. Increasing
excise taxes on tobacco and
alcohol, banning thelr
advertisement, reducing salt in
processed foods, eliminating
trans fats, and promoting healthy
eating and physical activity are all
evidence-based Interventions
that can reduce the population
burden of hypertension

Hypertension may be silent
but its consequences are not. The
time to act is now

such

The writer Is former AddElonal Secretary,
Union Minstry of Hesth

nessline.
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Trump’s tariff

think - bl .5

thrust fizzlesout - |

TARIFF ROWS, History sho

s that the concept

of reciprocal tariffs has never worked and it will

hurt the US economy all the more

NILANJAN BANIK

obel laureate Robert

Solow was once asked If

having a trade deficit Is

bad for an economy, He

sald he would always have
a trade deficit with his barber and would
always run o trade surplus with his
students. Such is the nature of economic
transactions, Some countries are better
at producing certain goods and services,
which they export, and they gain by
importing those they are not as good at
producing

Arguing that the US should impose
equal reciprocal tarlffs s fundamentally
flawed. It contradicts the principle of
comparative advantage — the very
foundation of international trade since
the beginning of modern civilisation,

Ifthe US were to implement
reciprocity in tariffs, it risks a
short-term recession and, potentially, a
trajectory resembling that of Argentina

an economic miracle at the beginning
of the 20th century that ultimately
declined as a result of protectionist
measures.

Beginning in the 1930s, Argentina
imposed restrictions on labour
immigration and sharply increased
tariffs, resulting in long-term
consequences that have contributed to
fts current status as a struggling and
underperforming economy.

So It is not surprising that on May 12,
the US and China agreed toa significant
90-day suspension of tariffs, with both
nations committing to reduce duties on
eachother's goods.

The US tariffs on Chinese imports will
decrease from 145 per cent to 30 per
cent, while China's tariffs on US
products will drop from 125 per cent to
10 per cent. China on its part has also

agreed to remove all trade restrictions,
Including the ones they imposed on rare
earth materlals, crucial for the US
electronic, defence, and green energy
sectors.

If China, according to the US,
successfully addresses the fentanyl
crisks by strengthening domestle
regulations on synthetic oplolds, then
the 30 per cent tariff will be reduced
further to 10 per cent at the end of the
Y-day perfod, Fentanyl, a powerful and
often h'(lmldr\n?', has fuelled a public
bealth crisis in the US, contributing to
tens of thousands of overdose deaths
annually.

TRUMP'S PLOY

US President Donald Tramp, being an
astute businessman, always belleves in
the principle of vesting the waters first,
negotiating aggressively, and ultimarely
settling somewhere in between.

But in this case, China seems to have
the upper hand. China was always
defiant, as it had lirtle to lose,

Last March, a Chinese spokesperson
stated, “If war s what the US wants, be it
atarifY war, a trade war, or any other
kind, we are ready to fight until the end”,

US rariffs were never been effective in

ning Chinese imports, The
ge annual trade deficit between the
US and China went up from $311 billion
during Obama’s tenure (2009-2016) to
$361 billion under Trump 1.0
(2017-2020), despite his aggressive
Stance tow: .

There are ways to evade tariffy, Since
tariffs target a country’s exports, the

One way the Chinese have
beaten US tariffs is by
setting up production
bases outside China

mainly in South-East Asia
and Mexico — and export
from those regions to the US

simplest workaround Is to shift the
production base and export from a third
country — something the Chinese have
mastered, The loss in exports from
China to the US s increasingly being
offset by exports from countries in
South-East Asla, with US imports from
the region rising by 14 percentage polnts
between 2018 and 2023,

Vietnam, Malaysia, and Thalland have
emerged as primary beneficlaries.
Vietnam's exports to the US surged by
-I(JJm cent between 2018 and 2023,
reflecting the broader trend of Chinese
manufacturers shifting final assembly 1o
third-party countries in order to bypass
tariffs,

Similarly, to benefit from the
US-Mexico-Canada trade alllance,
Chinese firms are relocating their
production base closer to the US. In
April 2024, the US Trade Representative
Katherine Tal accused China of
disguising its steel products as Mexican
steel to enter the US market.

In 2023, US Imports of Mexican goods
totalled $475 billion, approximately, $20
billion more than in 2022, During the
same time the US imports of Chinese
goods amounted to §$427 billion, around
$10 billion less. An estimated £3.7
billion of Chinese FDI came to Mexico in
2023, significantly higher with an
average flow of $1.3 billion during the
past decade,

At least 30 Chinese firms now operate
out of Mexico Including Chinese
automobile glants such as BYD and
Cherry International. The flow of
Chinese FDI to Mexico has also
Increased by 30 per cent during the last
WO years,

On the contrary, trade
interdependence between the US and
China has decreased during the past
decade. Between 2018 and 2024, China's
share in US imports in value terms fell

Since China has already diversified its
export routes by channelling products to

the US through third countries, US
non-tariff measures have also become
less effective. The Global Trade Alert
database, reveals US has initlated more
than 4,525 protectionlst measures
ut;mnnx(Jllm-uc exports, However, the

US trade deficit with China continued to
rise,

CHINA'S STRATEGY

China has enhanced the
competitiveness of its manufacturing
exports by continulng to shif
production to locations with lower Input
costs. Much of the Chinese Investment
In the Greater Mekong Subreglon is
driven by lower land and labour costs in
countries such as Cambodia, Lao PDR,
and Vietnam. China has invested around
$1erillion In Africa, Latin America and
Asla. This has helped reduce China's
energy requirements, allowing Beljing to
secure cheaper forelgn energy sources
(olland power) and minerals. Chinese
companies have built six hydropower
plants and one thermal power station in
Myanmar and invested in power
transmission and copper processing
units in Vietnam.

In countries like Srl Lanka
(Hambantota port), Pakistan (Gwadar
port), and throughout the Middle East,
Africa, and South-East Asia, Chinese
Investments are being used to develop
port infrastructure, o that the cost of
shipping Chinese products falls,

The concept of reciprocal tariffs will
never succeed, as It assumes that a tarlf
on China will not impact US imports
from any other third-country,
Retallation by trading partners can also
Impact US exports, and value of dollars
which can agaln impact trade balance.
Economics 101 states, real world does
not operate with ceteris paribus (holding
other factors constant) assumption, and
sooner Tramp understands this the
better it s for the US economy,

The weiter is Professor, School of Management
Manndra University

Why Strata SM REIT surrendered its licence

bl.explainer

Janaki Krishnan

On May 14, the Securities and
Exchange Board of India came out with
acautionary notice pertaining to Strata
SM REIT, which has surrendered lts
:(e'l(llsmkm asasmall and medium

What is Strata SM REIT
Strata Property Management s a
fractional real estate ownershi
platform co-founded by Sudarshan
Lodha, who is also Its CEO, It is backed
by institutional investors like Kotak
Investment Advisors, Gruhas
ech, Sabre Investments Elevation

Capital, Mayfield and PropStack.

1In 2024 SEBI had come out witha
detailed framework for small and
medium real estate investment trusts,
which could knvest in commercial as
well as residential properties and pay

regular Income every quarter to
Investors from the rental income
eamed from these propertie:

Accordingly in May 2024, Strata filed
anapplication for a SM REIT licence
and obtained it in January this year, It
had plans to launch up to six SM REIT
schemes in FY 26 with monthly
schemes to follow. Strata has a
portfolio of real estate assets across
cities such as Mumbai, Bengalury,
Pune, Hosur, Hyderabad, Chennal,
Jaipur, and Mehsana, with an area of
over 4 million square feet and assets
under management of over €2,000
crore,

Has it launched any schemes?
No, it has not launched any schemes so
far nor migrated any existlng fractional
real estate entities as a SM REIT
scheme.,

What went wrong?
According 1o reports that were verified

Strata has a portfolio of real estate assets
across clties wurs

from Strata, there was a complaint filed
agalnst Lodha by a warehousing
developer, accusing him of
Iimpersonating a SEBI officlal’s 1D and
getting sensitive ]

What is Strata’s response to the
Issue?
In an emailed response Strata sakd, “In
light of the ongoing matter, we have
voluntarily surrendered our SM REIT
licence, without admitting or denying
anywrongdoing, as a measure of
abundant caution, Upon the

lusion of the current li
we intend to apply for a fresh licence
atafuture date. This matter does not
affect the existing investments with
Everstrat (this is the new name of
Strata).”

What was SEBI about?
The regulator sald it has accepted the
der of the lon licence

complaint was filed in the Madrus Hij
Court earlier this year, The asset of t
warchouse developer was part of
Strata's portfollo.

In April the HC granted anticipatory
bail to Lodha, who is also the CEO of
Strata,

by Strata SM REIT and had engaged
with its independent director,
compliance and other officers and the
trustee,

The advisory was about investors
exercising caution “while dealing with
the entiry.”
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ACROSS

01, Keen on being challenged
Insport (11)

7. Scottish chiel magistrate
of burgh (7)

(L

inflarescent head (11)
18, Not present (6)
20,0
22, To comverse (4)

23, Type of cigar (7)

24, Pungent root used as

condiment (11)

EASY

DOWN

minesweeph

04. Worth (5)

s river (4)

e messerger (5) 16. Rell

as salute (5)

02. Fish-shaped float used In
03, Clicks the tongue (4)

05, Give utterance (5)

13, Behind (at sea) (3)
15, Take up one's whole atters
s belied (5)

17. Metal engraved for printing (5)

19 Simultanecus discharge of guns
21 Mark left by cut (4)
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ACROSS | Offerce 5. Gulch B Skipper 9. Nomad 10, Ephemersl
DOWN 1. Oyster 2 Flighty 3. Nap 4. Errer 5. Gentleman 6

NOT SO EASY

ACROSS DOWN

01. Belng keerly priced, is relishing the challenge in 02 Fish-shaped float may be used in poor sea (7)
sport (1) 03. Expresses disapproval of some famous tutor turming
07. No English stopover arranged for mayor from ap (4)

Scotland (7) 04, Say what's it's worth to find uranium in the valley (5)

message (5)

09. How river will run at setting in of the tide (4)

14, Vegetable that gives cne wolf a cruel upset (11)
18 1 not there when Naval rating

20. Theatrical backer may bein

versation hekd in a ho!
d & vallant man nees

ot root of hers, or a dish made from it (11)

11, The white-poplar (5) 06. Band made by mower (5) 11. 8¢ in the drink, but ind a tree (5) 06 Band of g
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KRISHNAMURTHY K V

n the cluttered noise of electoral pol-
itics and policy debates, the voices of
forest-dwelling Adivasi

nataka chosen to ignore Adivasis, Muc
claims are am

PANORAMA
Without internal reservation, ST quotas fail the most excluded

uliga, Kudiya, l’lmyu Jmu Kumbn, and

ong the most
Thu llbymmnuull k)rdumr. iths

Lobel

v Ot iontem goves p

e

itself is in question.
And yet, as Adivasis, we are told we
must wait. Wait for research nudifs.

R aco o 1

1 this is not the defini

imlkunmvmmumm~ including ls

f systemic ne-
;kcl whatis?

MLAs, 3 MPs, and ¢ IAS, 1PS,

(
Ises of our C For dtudel. -

ter theintroduction of reservations, these
4 Tt fic

and expert
tions; whllrmhrr I

in bnvisibl

Ad- .m-... Iss

be granted 0 Schcdyled Castes, why not

in Karnataka have long been di d
out-by design, not by accident. The

lhe ST mtwry Dum.- mcrwhrlmlnlly
reservation,

internal reservation for Scheduled Castes
(5Cs), ostensibly in the interest of social
Justice, raises a pressing question: Why  in
this commitment stop short when it
comes to Scheduled Tribes (ST), particu-
larly the forest-dependent, numerically
small, and structurally excluded Adivasi
communities?
There is no legal bar preventing inter-
nal reservations vmhln the ST category.
On P .mﬂ of In-

Of the wsm-mdmmln Karna-

This Is not merely a policy failure — it
isa mnlhmlnx hnmanllnrlan cmh In

LrOups are promp nml b
vation, This Mmmi tuhnum. even by
governments claiming to speak for the

2025,vi agar district
like K 'y

most d, amounts 1o a quiet but

tala, a si (listed as No 38

A Koklah
{ lnrlhtfmllimc

intheST schedul over 77%
of the ST population. That means 32.96
lakh out of Karnataka's total 42.48 hldl.
mdm!mnwzoum 1115_

l-nu

or

TheC i

" | h Adi "

uqrnlna
electricity 125 years after power came
1o Karnataka. In Kodagu, Mysuru, and

Kumlu. Soliga, Truliga, and Paniya, to-
gether make up barely 10 lakhs. Among
lhnt (hcn are 28 tribal communities

w
din has left such decish

of state governments, Then why has Kar-

der 1,000, At least 21
nl_lwhvf(mlhnsooL 3

districts, Adivasi families
water i K

ices, cook on firewood outside keaf huts,

and lack basie documents like Aadhaar

cards, caste and income certificates.

idea of competing for government

jobs is a distant dream when survival

fare. Butin Karnataka, its thas
failed to act. Why is there hesitation to
implement internal reservation within
STs? 15 It because Adivasis are not a vote
bank? Because we lack political clout?
Or because our numbers are too few to
matter? In truth, our excl is deeply b

The C
tice as an instrument 1o uplift the most
marginalised and deprived. For many
Adivasi communities, independence it
self remains incomplete. The continued
denial of internal reservation within STs
is not just a policy oversight; it is a denial
of dignity, identity, and future.

This is a call from mmmunlllu lllll

‘The state has both the constitutional au-
thority and the moral responsibility to
act, Forest-based Adivasi communities
are not mkln; for mul treatment or
tolive
with d&rdu lnmml reservation within
the ST category is not just a social justice
mensure, Itis asurvival strategy.

living in
ele\'lrldly or pnmb(twm'r. wnll:mamum

another cen

™
susoranother 10-year committee report.

mdwholremmmdwmnlhrmon
ns. Adivasi chil-

systemic, Dominant ST groups not only
control the lion's share of the 7% ST reser-

Students call it hypocritical. A senior at Northeastern University demanded her
tuition fees back. Butinstructors say generative Al tools make them better at their jobs

KASHMIR HILL

'n February, Ella Stapleton, then a
senior at Northeastern University,
was reviewing lecture notes from
her organisational behaviour class
when she noticed something odd.
Was that a query to ChatGPT from

ber professor?

Halfway through the document, which
ber business professor had made for a
lesson on models of leadership, was an
instruction o ChatGPT to upnm! onall
areas. Bemore specific.”ltwas
followed by a list of positive and negative

m«m traits, each with a prosale defi-

ninon and a bullet-pointed example.
Stapleton a friend in the class.

“Did you see the notes he put on Can-

mrdmv_nm.mmpgmnmunmw‘n

software,
rials, “He made it with ChatGPT
“OMG Stop,” the dassmate responded,
Stapleton decided 1o do some digging.
She reviewed her professor’s stide pres-
entations and discovered other telitale
signs of artificial intelligence: distorted
gt (off Py

She was not happy. Given the school's
cost and reputation, she expected a top-
ih“dnnthl. This course was required
for her

“academically dishonestactivites, inchud-

Ing the unau ised useof Alorchatbots,
mt;;n_hln-ﬂ!.:d\smd.‘

with
North s dhool citl

umixhntd use of Al as wdl as mhtr n

,

class. Asa quarter of the total bill for mr
semester, that would be more than $8,000.

‘When ChatGPT was released at the end
02022, it caused a panicatall kevelsof edu-

casy. Students who were asked to write a
history paper or literary analysis could
have the tool do it in mere seconds. Some ome
their accura
But, ob, hm the tables have turmed.

DM LLUSTRATION: DEEPWK HARICHANDAN

Professorsareusing Al,and
students aren’thappy aboutit

PO U o Sty o

students’disdain.

A e

the Grade
Last fall, Marie, 22, wrote a three-page es-
say for an online & course at
bo\MmNcanmpmmUnMvw shc

human-centric feedback.”

“These tols should never be used to
“do the work” for them,” MacAuslan sald.
“Rather, they can be looked at as enhance-

lunder Ascxptmhlmh'ﬁddl.lhqull.

mlamwrony,
‘n\u\- wiis N0 consensus among them

After a second professor appeared to
qumGP'rw;mherlmhuk.Mme

Now

tors” overreliance on Al and scrutinisin,
course materials for words ChatGIT
uiqwm.uﬁhu'u}xhl‘lw "ddw.".ln

phdmn.mdwu

an A, But in a section

professor had accidentally posted a back-

and-forth with ChatGPT. It included the
askedthe

afinanclal Theyare paying, of-

mnhu lnnu-undn'nqmﬁwum re

not
amhmmmthl (hry‘ lm.cmﬂd consult
for froe. For their part, professors said they
used Al chatbots as a tool to provide a bet-
ter education. Instructors i

nterviewed
The New York ﬂmund:hltbm:uvcd

twogive

'Prun my perspective, the pmln-ur
didn't even read anything that | wrote,”
said Marie, who asked to use her middle

by nmmdnqumallhumwm

Paul Shovlin, an English

Someacknowl-
edw using ChatGPT to hflp grade stu-
dents” work; others decried the

practice,
Some mphuh«l llle mwonnncc of

Ohio University in Athens, Ohio, said he
could understand her frustration. “Not a
fan of that,” Shovlin said, after being
of Marke's experience, Shoviin is also
ll| Al faculty feflow, whose role includes
developing the right ways 1o incorporate
Alinto teaching and leaming.

ing generative Al while others said lhcy
didn't disclose its use because of students’
scepticsm about the technology.

Most, however, felt that Stapleton’s ex-
perience at Northeastern — in which her
professor appeared to use Al to generate
class notes and shides — was perfectly fine,

“The value that we add as

is the feedback that we're able to give stu-
dents,” he said. “It's the hJumnn connec:

fessor edited what ChatGPT spat out to
reflect mepmlu Slmlin comp-rvd it

identity not be d hat we forge withak
time, hclprd them wnh over standt! Al Worki beings who are reading their words and  of using content, such as lesson plans and
ch  th ‘lNrdknb"lmmnﬂ.m wlxurrlx-luinm by them.” uunn:du.fnnnlﬁm-mlvwhlm

Ing assistants. Instructors, who might have

irnumbers are, ing, I th students, dshedidnotwant Al lnlntnd\ln‘, bulnmnlmp'y lom.lk uf lmu-mAllomtmedldu‘lﬁ.m
al survey of more than LB0O higher-edu- lnrmhnrr-hrrleuhrr slife easier, S
cation instructors last year, 18% bed  Still,M L
h I fr f ive  her professor % “d " P :ﬂinlmm\mhﬂ hw

Mu:dn;innrcputmrvrymhryur that
ugmriydwbhd.mdms:
mMm i

conducted the research, The Al industry
wants to help, and to profit: The startups

muﬂdMu'ltlhlmcdldrudha‘ said,

wiwabounh«plmdu\mmmd whnlu
and has been teach-

llnlhrwm'km Nmmdnmm

students’ essays but und ChanPr asa
guide, which the sch

Robert MacAuslan, vice president of
Alat Southern New Hampshire, said that

up,ynn 're going to be fired,” Shuvilnwd.
Thf]?mu cyumﬂm dozens of profes-

I or nearly two dctnden. said he had
led his class files and documents to
mGl'l'.d!M\\eantuhtl’trﬂtlly
and an Al presentation generator called

(The writer, the first PhD graduate
[mm l/!t Irulige rommunuyln

Belies aad 1

for, Adlm.w
in

the pinnacle of

Digital educationa
powerful equaliser

PRATEEX MADHAV i
aday, the world mmls at

independence, dignity, andidenti-
ty. Asjobopportunities have shift-
ed from traditional

technols

mlnvg\-n et, despi

Icnl and di;l

Ilm of
persons with disablities in India

lites has become a non-ne-
gotiable skill, Targeted digital
skilling ammes must be
duiax’i‘ with inclusivity at their

continue

* core
i "

basic

bl for

such I

and financial services, Tradition-
al systems remain not only phys-
ically Inam::dlhlc but also nkz ive technologi

inefficient, and exclusionary.
India transforms lnm a dlmnlly

text, sign language
interpretation, captioned videos,
nnd ilmp!mtd interfaces, As-

driven economy, it is

10 lead ind !

1o ensure that persons with disa-
bilities are not keft behind. Digital
acoess isnolonger a luxury-itisa
necessity thatcanempower them
dignified,

ive keyboards or eye-tracking
dﬂm) play a vital role in ena-
bling persons with disabilities o
access and engage with digital

and Nlllllvu lives.

mrwnkalln:lndu-

India's digital economy, with
growing investments in artificial
i ly at $L4

i cliok

on w)mh livelihood, empower-
mmm built.

billion—is creating new carcer
avenues. But without proactive
Jusion, disabled (ndividual

lru mlllyp(nlh:('a)\dd 19

rhkjlfcln.u n&:ig:l}nn_l By provid-

Mwhxmmhn nnriyljbillun

that lnvn.n AT Wecan empow-

bl e

repnuvu«d in this exp-nd

m&“wlylmjohhuuhnmel

pwum-w

dalifeof i

instill

lanzcly trated w
concen
the able-bodied. Thmdd Cour-

on their
In the financial space, due
to the government’s push for a

ments can

ontheir platform.
Now imagine

education offersuni

working, 1o ensure learners with
visual, Mmumdmhrrimpalr-

the transformative imj
even half of this global disabled
population, over 500 million,
could access digital learning, For
individuals with mobility, visual,
or hearing impairments, m‘{lx-

ibility, IMnMIr’.wﬂwlrm:

less-cash digital pay-
mentsare thriving and evolving,
Payment systems like UP1 have

a4 massive

soen
o iouentl C\ 054 L ACCESSIBILITY
AWARENESS DAY [t

few years,
2014 url
ct if o

ransactions 0 stagger
ing 172 billion, a 46% increase
from 2023, With over 14.96 bil-
lion transactions per day, UPI

revolutionised how Indians
handle money. But beyond the
numbers lies a deeper impact—
case of access for pmplc with

highly reputed institutions like
Columbsia Uni vcn-o But ncoa-

everyone
To bridge the gap, digital
Irnrn!lugmnm must be de-

o they b
do lhey have w nuvd m
wait in long queues, or manage

alone is not enough. The chegue books. UPT allows users
question ks Are these plnlnrms to send or recelve any amount
truly accessible to ? right from their homes, For the

disabled, this saves not just time
and denergy, hm alm the phy-lcnl

signed

core —from sereen-reader com-
puihihymt‘kmlmimgulyvilxll

of nay
pubhc spaces, When wnd
whh assistive technologies like

ds, and screen

ity. Just as important is ensuring
that learners themselves are
equipped with the right As-
ststive Technologies (AT)
readers, Braille dhphls. sign

: screen

rnders. digital payments be-
come even more Inclusive, A
digital puyment system is more
than a mere advancement--it is
a puvm'ul equnlu-r,

language 8
nkhnlwh.wm{npuwmpm
" abadka ol itos ¥

beyond
lnd mpluym with
dacm 10 live with

is not just about reaching
people—it's about reaching all
people. To ensure that persons
with disabilities are not left be-

more  comfort and joy. Technology can
and should assist in the every-
day—walking, sitting, listening
10 music, cooking, reading, even
Isn't just func-

OpenAl Amhropk recently created  the school believed “in the power of Al to Gamma to “give them a fresh look.” “In hind in today's rapidly evolving  relaxing, The
enterprise versions of their chatbots de-  transform education”and that there were Al use in online reviews. The professors  hindsighe, | wish I would have looled at it Jobmarket, itisessential toequip  tonality—it’s happiness. Digital
signed for universities, guidelines for both Inculq and students  sakdthey had used ChatGPT tocreatecom:  more closely.” hesaid. themwithaccessible,affordable,  access, when inclusive, doeso't
G Al iy h pbut w0 this tech hy puter science programming assignments — He put the materials online for students and tailored education, Withthe  just solve problems. It creates
iversith { keepupwith  rather than replaces, human creativity mdmluﬂunmuwdnnhn;.m- o review, but emphasised that he did not right supp loyabil d  opportunit
the changing norms. Now professors are  and oversight.” A do's and don'ts for fac- s didn't heminthe ch b hepre livelihood naturally follow. (The witer is the co founder
the ones on the learning curve and, ke  ubty forbids using tools, such as ChatGPT - alwaysmakesense. mquudkmnmﬂu fersclasses to be discussion-oriented. Employment is not merely a - amd CEOQaof the Assis Tech
teacher, muddling their way  and G 1y, “in place of auth their feedback t students, or to make it - The New York Times source of income—it represents  Foundation)
OUR PAGES & OF HISTORY OASIS ISUDHA DEVINAYAK
sovus o S — Influence as power
Callto free nation from Kashmirminister, four others Muence | until d whichwemay  discretion, intuition, native wisdom Nor does it mean life is mere
corruption killed in landmine blast isactually exercised. It hangs or mny not bvnblc w0 wmnilhm-by and a prayer to the Supreme Intelli- mindless meandering that carries us
ik haloth mncc Even with a few misadventures  where it will, rather we should take
Hubl, May 15 Chamran (South Kashein, May 15 theinfluencer and we visualise the mun d ' e may arrive atour the bull by the homs and lead it where
Aclarion eall 10 the people and youth Minkster of Seate for Power Ghulam feats th be perfor ch ! Ty our demnmon successfully, Someone  we want with virtue at the centre of
of the country to rise against the thane Hassan L fl Influence may not always own behaviour and action who looks at an influence to all our efforts, Influence need not
reign) of Prime. i J here thi d fteni backfire.  before weash favour her, mmpmmhina always be negative. You can influence
Mindster Indira Gandhi and build i d 9 When tsed dsaselfishgoal  influence the result her integrity and moral e even without formal authority
mlmmmmwlrhp mm(hﬂrnyiﬂmﬂlmﬂmﬂw or undm-mnx material benefit in Where we have the will might mrbrh-m irtue of strong relationships, ef-
TPrskash Narayan. Mr. Narayan empha wihe ion of ethis whileyielding  power todirect our des- the outcome. Nor will fective communication, above all with
sised the need to molilise the peophe whmmmmuh abullet temporary results it could end unfa- tiny through fair and just have that muof;dlmnh compassion and empathy. When we
{0 @ vigihant, live force 10 root out proaf Ambassador car., Milieants had vourably and the recipientof such fa- — means there is no need for and competence to function  see someone treading the wrong path,
0 Government snd plarsted the 1D in a pipe undermenth. vours may beleft without recourse. In - an external influence to tm effectively, Worse still, the someone who feels lost out on life,or
public life. Mrs. Gandhi had fasled inde- Doory Qarigund road here. When the life It is often seen that things happen  the tide in our favour. There may results could boomerang and suffering from the welght of guilt or
Iwvering the goods and her magie slogan, minister's car reached the spot, they or they just dtm‘t l'mymmh-u benmlndmbuomiwpnh per-  onemay suffer untold pain and hu- resentment unable to forgive herself
“Garsbi Hatao,” had flopped, he said. triggered off verful explosi d we take them or others, Is where the good influencer

A0 DECCAN HHERAL DY

-mnmlnbynnmmuloldmm

or leave them aswarranted by our

ANVERTICEMENT

miliation and be back at square one to
start afresh.

steps in and marks a change.
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Bigotry check: Errant
minister mustgo

comments made by Madhya Pradesh Tribal
Affairs Minister Vijay Shah on Colonel Sofiya
Qureshi, whowas partof Indlasofﬁnal team that
conducted media briefings during Si
mnown}ymappmmntebulhﬂemmemmcrsmd
at a public meeting that the terrorists in Pakistan had
been taught a lesson “using their own sister”. He said:
“Those who widowed our daughters, we sent a sister of
their own toteach themalesson.”
The comments have rightly attracted criticism and
opprobrium and demands have been made for action
against the minister. The MP High Court has taken

“dangerous”, and ordered the filing of an FIR against
Shah. mesa(emhasmpnmmdedhhnmdmemy

COMMENT

FINEPRINT

The spectacle of war
distractsusfromreal issues

Bevond nationalist
assertionsand opticson
grand justice, the real
test will be in ensuring
absolute deterrence

PRASENJIT CHOWDHURY
oing by another act of provo-
ion and another war, it is a

no-brainer that the rivalry be-
tween lndialand Pahmn has proven

international conflicts. The provoca-
tion came ar a time at the peak of the
tourist season, at a time of apparent
complacency as there has not been a

identJPNaddai

ifi upsurge of violence after

p
non on (hc matter from the state unit. The minister
logy and said lvdudmtmmnwlm

PR
wassaid be.

serious matter such asthis, The fact that he approached

theSupreme Courtagainst the High Court'sorder shows

the revocation of Article 370 in 2019
which, many thought, was largely due
to the iron fist of a repressive internal
security dragnet,

The terrorists delivered a body
blow to any pretension of normalcy
harboured

almost failed fragment of itself. How-
evermuchwe recall theattempt to flee
their ancestral homes by more than

ten million terrified Hindus, Muskms,  that Pakistan

and Sikhs, one million of whom died

before reaching safety, in a mad act

of communal frenzy, we are steadfast

in mnvmg an mbnicm legacy of ha-

yaay

ofour nation-
rattlings

ime. The
nbo.u.t 2 dafoyin.lg each other, wuh
bothsides, are bandied about with gay
abandon whenever there is a face-off
on the horizon.

of documents to establish the com-
plicity of Pakistan, usually with little

in the future even after such punitive

airstrikessinc

cleof: ol
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SPEAK OUT
The SPsnational yvsactof

bindinga bmved.lugiuerwilhin theambitof
casteis notonly adisplay of his party’s narrow-
mindednessbutisalsoagrave insultto the
valourofthearmy... This

isthe same mentality
thatdivideseven

patriotisminthename
ofappeasementandvote

bank politics...
Yogi Adityanath. UP CM

Sy s Living on hypocrisy is not a healthy diet
ic relations, a savage proxy war, and a for patriots.
looming nuclear threat. The assump- Tom Tancredo
tion that the nuclearisation of t{u‘:sub; -
open conflict and that Pakistan would
continuewith “infiltration”of militants TOBE PRECISE

into Kashmir but would not attempt a
mlhlzry“mmmm waapnnrdwnmg

Can Operation Si or force Paki-
stan to its audacious strat-
egies? Such actions, if history is any
guide, have not stopped cross-border
attacksin the long run. The electorate
inthesul seems tothriveon
mutual hatred and optics, asamilitary
victory is sure toreaprich political div-
idends; therefore one feels wary that
the short-term gain will precede over

India offered US a zero tariffs deal. nnndd'h\np
1

TRUMP SHOOTING
FROM H KPS,
HEA UNDER SIEGE!

/

INPERSPECTIVE

Lessons from Kham,
for Bengaluru

how sincere the apology is. Shah's by the security establish- the long term, In late 2001 and 2002,
ineffect. Acti inst ment, They chose and hit targets with New Delhi responded to a reckless
on the armed forces which, a the CUON agains an abandon that belief that Pakistani-supported terrorist attack
it Vijay Shah on Kndmur]i“ﬁwh:ppmio‘ - mt:;m on bl?le Indian parllnnm\‘t by fully
' 2 mil zonesofthe com- mobilising its military forces on
rcﬂv{cls the best ¢ qualities of public JIEIFET munalising the targets by hand-pick- the international border and the
service, and defamed awomanand - ENATPRITT ing them, they wanted to plant seeds Line of Control (LoC) in Kashmir. It —
an officer who has served the coun- y of discord in a country where secular- proved that a spectacle of bravado or
try well. The comments also show soldier must lm} is md: gmmnp‘(cly d;allengedmu a policy of coercive diplomacy alone
i i assoc notstopata its founding principle. India’s lar would not work.
:ldﬂmgg:nwﬁr::um w:r‘; party p claimover Kashmirwithin thespiritof  Pakistan, incidentally, celebrates De-  We have come to the brink of more
ssm. This theminister’s it a secuhr federal lmlticulmral polity fence Day on September 6 to honour ltﬂulwarsbduy;ln l§_84.d|£lndun
utterance h‘"" speech. H""“d'{"“’ thcorr now due to many insurgencies it durmg the 1965 India-Pakistan war. ventive air strik o akistan's
remarks at a time when the Prime arising from withi The w ithnei- nuclear capabilities. Pakistanileaders
Minister said that “every citizen, ;-::d with di u-c---MWllulc thersic de ‘I ingadecisive victory yet ::__r':md ;lh;!ck th;y wwldmﬂ ruwmdﬂkm
every community, every class, every polmcnl party, istans ushm Kash- an attack by ordering air strikes
unitedly spoke i one voice fo strong action againsttr- - e e .t Unvpomioted oaist Inala's beckesr Siijen. S Arestored riverin
Shahchould hod PSSty opont pa y )
oy ﬂ“L - PP At theory has always coveted Kashmir as _ dailyof] Pakmn TheDawn reportsthat  rialsinto populousareas. At that time, Aurangabad shows
would be pprop iate assuring the nation part of the homeland created for the  Pakistanistreating the outcomeofthe  both po;:“ ined th 1 why I::mem should
th i d th Muslims of South Asia, the Indianna-  conflict asavictory. and subsequently, reached an agree- VP! =
beallowedmmkmmmne ﬁoslnh;l‘ll;‘admhip chose to hold on koot mmlnummckﬁdwﬁxr‘l:gudw see Bengaluruas
The minister’s comment is not an isolated instance. to this Muslim-majority state to prove sites. This time, India launched a mis- T TP
Earlier this week, Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri and that mi m" i ldthriveinaplural, The un&)dr:mm thing is that when  sile strike on Rawnlpil;dn‘s Nhoor Kh';ln Pt 0?;::;::“ Tivex
hisdanoh t PR i iy secular polity. winning the perception war becomes  Airbase, perhaps to drive home the S
Misti's ia briefing where the entof l.h: The _pmbkm of this rivalry for a far nrxfump:mm u'lnn !Imlnng lhtllm- message that it has me“whgéuﬂud
media : ATDOOOe wealthier ywith uc m-
ceasefire between India and Pakistan was made. He democratic roots such as India is that ~or when optics become more impor- mand Authority (NCA), the body aver- MADHURI MANDAVA
had to lock his personal account on Xin the wake of the Pak fa tant than we don'taddress  seeing its nuclear arsenal.
trolling. Misri was only conveying the government’s :] hysmr;: brand of nationalism that lhe duenu The I:rn%cr quemoo isif The real test of whﬂher v-e won I;l a cty quite different
decision to the nation but was vilified on social media. oet distracts our _——y Istrikesby v rely be o have Pakistan desi SO SURER, % SHE
It is unfortunate to note that the government did not from the more real problems that be- h;duaqd:qecmhso{y:ml‘guw began to breathe again.
the attack ofthe Py . devil us. Swept up by a maniacal fren-  can achieve its goals. Since India's re- simmdlhclonxlermbynmlxlhc Aurangabad (now Chatra-
respond to the attack on one of the country’s premier zy, wewish for anuclear Armageddon,  taliatory striles in 2016 and 2019, the  stakes unsustainably high. pati Sambhaji Nagar) may
diplomats who was only carrying out his duties. even Pakistan has been dimin- - threshold for escalation has shifted  (Thetwricer isa Kolkata-based not be known for active cit-
ished from its promising origins as the Ity - a d from the izen movements, scientific
world’s largest Muslim state into an  days when India p dossiers  devel d cult institutions, innovators, or
New rice strains mark Bengatar ses - bu when
Bengaluru sees - but when
. RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE o Aowingroaghthechy
promise, concerns began circulating. it caught
- > our attention.
varicties of ice developed inthe country by ess inthe blackout ur has no short
technology-DRR Dhan 100 age of initiatives to revive its

usinggenom

(Kamala) and Pusa DST Rice 1 - are expected to
increase yield and reduce the crop's dependence on wa-
ter. DcvdopcdbymclmhanCmnnlongrmhumIRc-
search(ICAR), theseri ise yieldincreases
ofupmmandaredummofw:\mrmwnpwnby
over 40%. They are also claimed to be climate-resilient
and resistant to environmental degradation. The rice
varieties have been pitched for other agronomic advan-
mgsasmll Thcyreqmls-mdayslcssmmmman

. facili

cmpmmmn ’meresalsodwpfmmseo(hly'ermnu-

water systems - large public

off on the plan - he joined
the clean-ups and walked
the river. On the ground,
retired officer Asadullah
Khan appointed by Pand-
ey led desilting tions
with a five-member team
and an earth-mover. He also
repurposed stones from the
construction debris to pitch
the riverbanks - a low-cost,
effective solution,

Citizens were at the heart
of it all. They showed up in
large numbers for the Sat-
urday clean-ups and plant-
ing drives, Soon, they began
referring to the river as agpi
Kham (our Kham), a reflec-
tion of renewed ownership.
Eco-parks were built in for-
mer dump sites and walking
pathswerecreated along the
river using recycled debris -
spaces that now encourage
people toreconnectand take
pridein their river.

While much of the reviv-
al of Kham has focused on

Th:sc varicties are different from genetically modified
organisms (GMOs) and are classified as crops outside
theGMOregulatoryf rhihh sy

RS q h

s, Hower
myrﬂmgtheu'nnpaa
Thctwovanctwsaddr:sssonwohhcconcemsm
Ind: " hichisstlllargely

monsoon andhmnzd underground
water resources. Groundwater ex-
traction has reached unsustainable
levels in Punjab and Haryana, the
WO major rice-growing states in
xhe country. The new varieties may

Thetwo
genome-edited
varieties can

ded for Al Doost yield but
Unar Pradesh, West Bengal, Odi- JEUUEIITH
sha, and Maharashtra where pro- EFPRMvIE}
ductivity is low because of soil and
climatic conditions,

Union Agriculture Minister
Shivraj Singh Chouhan recently launched the two new
varieties and announced the government’s plan to
reduce the area on which paddy is sown by 5 million
hectar ha). Thisisb production is esti d
toincrease from 127.86 million tonnes to 135,84 million
tonnes because of the adoption of the new varieties.
The minister announced the formula of ‘minus 5 and
plus 10" which means an mcruse in production of 10

whenth .‘.ww(d
by Smha 'l‘.. planalsoinvolvesth Py 1
of paddy ion for the cultivation of pulses and oil-

seeds, the production of whichismuch less than what is
required. However, farmers and traders’ organisations
have expressed concern over the plan because the
farmers need an adequate supply of safe seeds apart
from support and training in modern farming before
a new variety is introduced, They have expressed the

_n;y suffer if adequate preparations are nl;l in placer.
Seeds and farm practices cannot be introduced entire-

Evenin the darkest times, tid us o get off the r:loving bus. My  house was identical, a silent, indistin- STPs, de«muhsed "e?l:'l smches within (h:‘ city,
ot = an form. g continue down-
shared humanity shines  the sharp baby gravel meant for road  Guided by hisamxouscalls and torch waste e"ons. and lake and  stream. The river flows over
through ion, i ingi paln beam, we finally reached our house, Re- well nemrmom any or- 70 km, and the work is far
Theusuvallygruffbut e lief washed ich from over. But what stands
er helped me up, offering the strange  a fresh wave of emotion at my father’s |lslmth«nwrlnnglomap out is the shift towards see-
ANANTHA PADMANABHAN advicetorunafew stepsafterjumping.  panicked face. The sight of a military river systems, gather data, ing and treating (he nw:raa
He then took me to the company dis- ing his bandaged son clearly and ad for change. a whole. The proj
he 1971 Indo-Pakistan War is pmerywhcn-my graud palms were m&dhzmnhrmﬂmﬂ‘wupammly However, despite all this, extends 1o 20 vlllages alnng
etched in my memary; even fora lained, his words transforming my ourriversremainindistress.  the river's path - MoUs with
¥ id, the ing real- inkyblack dis- i Referred 1o as mori or nala, panchayats are set to help
ities of conflict were ever-present. Life  orientation overcame me. Lost and in- Huddk'd safely ‘ at home that night, they are mostly or  improve
inour defi i i i igh my ings the pain in my palms was a dull echo seen asdrains. systems and facilitate plant-
transformed overnight. feltendless. Perh h vied ,...uuug That's why the Kham riv-  ing drives. In Narayanpur,
Shrouding windowswith dark paper by before the streetlights briefly flick- lostmdnmmcr‘suncxpmcd «smslomunonsmﬁed onesuchvillage, wesawwhat
became the norm, a stark reminder of  ered back on, only to be swallowed by ness. The bk meant iosity. Visualsof  this looks like on the ground.
the unseen threat, }kw:lhdm; under-  darkness as another siren wailed. The  from an unseen enemy, inadvertently cl iver stretch The lys
mostly fear, a cold knot in my wmmy, finally fund | goodn to EcoSatt- detailed dof.
blacked out, leaving only a sliver fora  gave way to tears. in people. The gruff bus driver’s unex- va, the eco-consultancy that  efforts, while ASHA workers
meagre beam. Air raid sirens frequent-  Just as despair crept in, my father’s  pected care, the military man’s selfless is the driving force behind  led us through clean streets
Tywailed, folk cuts  familiar voice repeatedly cut through  guid: father i reli Kham's revival. In April, lined with painted hygiene
that plunged us intodarkness. the darkness. A figure emerged from - moments of fear and uncertainty - we spent two days in Au-  messages. It was a quiet but
Onesuchevening, thefamiliarshrick  the gloom: a man in military uniform. underscored the enduring power of rangabad learning from powerful reminder - when
fthesi liced th htheairasmy Noticing my distress, he reassuringly hummnmnm\. theirefforts, Weweregladto  communities take owner-
school bus trundled along. The street-  offered to guide me home. Our trek the darkest i hared h see the Kham, e ip. change tal
lights flickered and died, leaving usin  began, a seemingly endless crisscross ty canshine through, offeri | er, flowing lean in the sum-
an eerie twilight. The driver abruptly dowy!l Intheblackout.every  aceand a path fe d belongi mer months without any Bengaluru needs
visible trash. aperspective shift
Kham’s revival began Kham's revival happened at
with a deh!:ilcd ';l::e study jua 3% of what many river
TTE! to map the prol - iden- tion projects cost. So,
LE RSTOTHEEDITOR tifying where the waste |I budget isn't the problem,

MP minister’s remarks expose deep-seated bias

The derogatory remarks made by Minister Vijay Shah
against Colonel Sofiya Qureshi. a highly accomplished
Indian Army officer, are condemmnable. Colon:
was one of the two women officers who briefed the media
on ‘Operation Sindoor' with lmpecuhleclanty Shah's

characterisation of his remarks as “language of the
gum:r isapt. The Nuucnal Commission for Women has

whichisalsoa

should be

not only cas

ficer's integrity but also reflect hns mindset against wom-
, demoralising our armed forces. The court’s

enin g

Punish the minister

The Madhya Pradesh Minister
Vijay Shah's remarks against

action is commendable, and Shah
should be asked 1o resign or be
dismissed forthwith. At the same
time, itis lamentable that Foreign

Colonel Sofiya Qureshi, a senior Secretary Misri was brutally trolled
Army officer who briefed media online.
on Operation Sindoor, are totally SV Venkatakrishnan,
4 and unbecoming of gal
his position. The is abo;;‘
caste, community, and party politics, H i H
and the Centre's choice of Colonel HltChmathrc ithurts

Qureshi for this sens taskisa
testament o herm.‘d:bnlny Shah's
d aptly by the

Iy by government diktat. Farmers’ ers’ trust,
need to be ensured. Hasty implemen-

tation of the measurescan be counter-productive.

court as “gutter words,” spread ha-
tred and demoralise the Army. The
High Court’s suo motu

Apropos ‘China needles India on
Arunachal again’ (May 15), India
should retaliate firmly against
China's provocations. We should
declare that we no longer recognise
China's suzerainty over Tibet and

welcome move. Asa BJP leader and tribal minister, Shlll
for hi

theof-  and punished accordingly. Smhmnmnhlxhlgmme
prevalent bias against women in our society.
HR Bapu Satyanarayana, Mysuru

recognise the Dalai Lama as the
Head of the Independent Govern-
ment of Tibet in Exile. This

move would not only be a fitting
response to China's aggression but
also acknowledge the emotional
bond between India and Tibet, giv-
en the significance of Mount Kailas
and Manasarovar to Indians.

VVSs Swaraj. Bengaluru

Our readers are welcome 10 email letters 1o
letters

fondy
emaied - not handwritien - will be accepted).
Al letters must carry the sender’s postal

was entering the river and
addressing it at source or
through treatment. Solid
waste traps were installed,
untreated sewage was re-
routed to existing STPs, a
modular plant was added,
and settling ponds helped
manage minor sewage in-
. When textile waste
emerged as a major pollut-
ant, a recovery facility was
setup to tackle it upstream.
Alongside this, EcoSattva
worked across city wards to
streamline solid waste col-
lection with the help of Safai
Saarhis and an MRF centre.
Their experience in waste
management helped scale
up the effort. An awareness
campaign “Takatak"- Mar-
athi for cdlean and thriving
- spread the message that

to a better city. Leadership
played a crucial role. Then
municipal commissioner
Astik Pandey didn't just sign

what is? Bengaluru already
has a lot going for it: active
citizen groups, committed
government officials, and
Jjudicial orders that, if imple-
mented, can stop pollution at
source. What we need now is
not more scattered projects
orinfrastructure-heavy solu-
tions that don't address root
issues. We need to pause, as-
sess what's working, what's
missing, and act with clarity.

Perhaps the most impor-
tant shift is this: to stop see-
ing the city as just roads and
buildings and begin recog-
nising itas part of hiving river
systems - the Arkavathi and
the Dakshina Pinakini, That
perspective matters,

Kham reminded us that
restoration is possible. Many
of theelements are already in
place for Bengaluru, What's

key needed is for them to come

together - forourrivers, That
is the hope we carried home,

(The writer isa co-founder
of Paani.Earth)
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INTHE LIMELIGHT

Ultimate daredevil: Tom Crulse in a scene from ‘Mission: impossible - The Final Reckoning a»

Mission (im)possible: how Tom Cruise is
running to keep our dreams alive

Unlike "No Time to Die,

in which Daniel Craig coldly killed our collective a

ene-runni

in-the-field fantasies, the Mission Impaossible films, from 1996

10 2025, has an untiring Tom Cruise racing on trains, planes and automobiles to serve our favourite comfort food

Mini Anthikad Chhibber
om Cruise is a bonafide movie
star, probably the last of a
dying breed. Whether he is
gifting the famous white
chocolate coconut Bundt cake in the
holiday season to his loved ones, or
standing on top of London's BFI IMAX
Cinema, or doing 4 charming Namaste, he
grabs eyeballs and mind space. He works
hard to keep the magic alive, doing his
hair-raising stunts, producing, and
otherwise being completely involved in
his movies.
While Cruise has been part of
innumerable blockbusters, and a few
franchises, it is the Mission: bl

Macguffins. Lalo Schifrin's M:I theme,
probably using Morse code as the starting
point (the code for M1 is two dashes
followed by two dots, which could
translate to the five-beat rhythm Schifrin
used), provided the adrenalin rush,

As technology evolved, so did the way
the mission briefs were delivered to Ethan
Hunt - from video cassettes to sunglasses
and then going retro in an old fashioned
phone box, Whatever the means of
delivery, the message would “self destruct
in five seconds”, calling for solid speed
reading and comprehension skills,

And then there were the stunts. In the
first film as Cruise’s Hunt hung suspended
inside the secure CIA building, we held

our coll breath, dreading the bead

movies that have cemented his place in
Hollywood heaven. Mission: Impossible,
released almost 30 years ago on May 22,
1996, was directed by the sultan of style,
Brian De Palma, A reboot of the
eponymous 1966 television series,
Mission: Impossible was Cruise/Wagner
Productions’ first project.

of sweat will drop, which would set off all
kinds of alarms, There was the rodent in
the shaft and Hunt saying “toast” to add
the right timbre to the tension. And how
about the meeting with the smiling arms
dealer, Max (Vanessa Redgrave), on the
TGV to exchange the 'NOC' list, which
ends with a helicopter crashing in a
tunnel with its propeller blade mere

sho-mo, pigeons and flying coats and had a
suitably ludicrous plot involving killer
viruses and their antidotes, their names
taken from Greek myth — Chimera and
Bellerophon, J. J. Abrams made his
directorfal debut with Mission: Impossible
1l in 2006. The film was darker and
grittier thanks to a brilliant Philip
Seymour Hoffman as yet another arms
dealer, Owen Davian.

Brad Bird's Mission: Impossible - Ghost
Protocol came out in 2011 and will be
mainly remembered for Anil Kapoor’s
weird maharaja turn, sets in Vancouver
dressed to look like Bengaluru and of
course, Cruise's antics on the Burj Khalifa,
where “blue is glue and red is dead,” in
the immortal words of Christopher
McQuarrie, who has directed all the M/
films since.

Mission: Impossible - Rogue Nation in
2015 saw the introduction of Rebecca
Ferguson’s disavowed MI6 agent, [lsa
Faust. Mission: Impossible - Fallout (2018)
revealed a duplicitous CIA agent in Henry
Cavill's August Walker.

Hunt shares a moment with ex-wife

Part One (that is a mouthful) in 2023 was
meant to be the first of a two-part
conclusion to the adventures of Ethan
Hunt and the IMF, but Cruise has said if
Harrison Ford can play Indiana Jones in
his 80s, there is no need to slow down
Ethan Hunt on the basis of his age.

A series that stands out

Recent spy thrillers on streamers,
including The Agency and The Day of the
Jackal, or movies such as Steven
Soderbergh'’s Black Bag, walk a shadowy
path of false identities and lies. The M/
brand of espionage thriller, on the other
hand, has a lightness of touch, the masks
notwithstanding. Hunt is working
tirelessly to keep the world safe unlike
Michael Fassbender's Martian in The
Agency, who has doubts of whether he
wishes to save the country or the woman
he loves.

‘The Daniel Craig James Bond movies
started off as a grittier take on lan
Fleming's superspy but by the fifth film,
No Time To Die (2021), had become rather
self indulgent and dour.

Beginning of the saga inches from Hunt's throat? Julia (Michelle Monaghan), while Max's Cruise on the other hand has not lost
‘The film was enormous fun, blindingly daughter, Alanna (Vanessa Kirby), sight of his one and only mission, which is
successful, and laid the template for the Better and better continues the family business as the to keep us entertained, and no mountain
movies that followed, from the music and | John Woo's Mission: Impassible 2 in 2000 White Widow. or airplane is too high for him to jump off
mission briefs to the masks and came with the director's trademark Mission: Impaossible - Dead Reckoning from to achieve that.
~
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THE DAILY QUIZ

Please send in your answers to
daityquizipthehindu co.in

On this day in 1966, the Chinese Communist Party’s Central Committee issued a circular
that outlined Mao Zedong’s ideas on the Cultural Revolution. A quiz on that period

Radhika Santhanam

B

QUESTION 1

In November 1965, a review of a play
about a Ming dynasty official who
criticised the emperor, titled “Hai Rud
Dismissed From Office”, was seen as a
spark for the Cultural Revalution,
Where was this review published?

. In Japanese and went on to serve as
QUESTION 2 China's Ambassador to Japan, Today he
The agents of the Cultural Revolution Is a prominent figure in China and in
were students. These shack troops the world. Name him.

were deployed to terrorise and .

persecute those seen as enemies of QUESTION S

the Revolution. What was this cohort During the Cultural Revolution, varous
called? techniques were deployed to reform

v

QUESTION 3

One of the early objectives of the
Cultural Revolution was to wipe out

C: ‘r— h

and old habits. What were these
collectively known as?

LY

QUESTION 4

During the Cultural Revalution, more
than 16 milllon young people were sent
1o the countryside to work. Among
them was a boy who was sent to a
remote area in a province in
northeaster China, Me earned a degree

the thought process of citizens. One of
them was to publicly humiliate people
who were accused of being “class
enemies”, What was this technique
old ideas, old culture, old customs, called?

LY

Visual question:

For five years during the Cultural Revolution, this place, an
embodiment of ancient values, was closed. What is its name
and which leader issued the directive to close it and protect
It by deploying soldiers?

@

Questions and Answers to the previous day's
dally quiz: 1. From May 11 to 13 In 1998, India
conducted a serles of five nuclear tests called
Operation In Pokhean, Ans: Shaktl

2. During the serles, the shaft for the first device
was codenamed , the second “Ta|
Mahal* and the third “Kumbhkaran' Ans: White
House

3. The Impetus for the Pokhran 1| tests were led in
1996 by A.B. Vajpayee, and was delayed because
he couldn’t contact . Ans: Abdul
Kalam

4. Indla’s decision to test nuclear weapons became
oll but clear when it became increasingly critical of
this Treaty. Ans: Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty
5. Following Pokhwan II, Pakistan conducted
multiple nuclear tests by this name on May 28 and
30, 1998, Ans: Chagal

Visual: Name this noted Pakistani nuclear physicist.
Ans: Perver Hoodbhoy

Early Birds: Siddhartha Viswanathan| Erfanally
Oosmany| M. Suresh Kumar| Dodo Jayaditya| Sunil
Madhavan

. |
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FROWM TN

Know your
English

K. Subrahmanian
8. Upendran

“Is there a difference in pronunciation
between the noun ‘prophecy’ and the
verb ‘prophesy'?"

“Yes, the ‘cy” in the noun is
pronounced 'si’ as in ‘sit’ and the ‘sy’ in
the verb is pronounced like ‘sigh'”

“What is the difference between
‘impunity” and ‘immunity’?”

* ‘Impunity’ means ‘with freedom
from punishment or injury’. He breaks
the law with impunity as he is related to
the Chief Minister, ‘Immunity’ is the
ability to resist infection, discase, etc, He
has developed immunity to criticism. He
has been a politician for several decades.”

“ls it incorrect to say ‘He ran fastly?”

“Yes. 'Fastly’ doesn't exist. He ran fast
and not fastly.”

“How do you pronounce ‘example'?"

“Itis 'ig Zammpl'. The first ‘e’ is
pronounced ‘i as in ‘fit’, ‘x’ is pronounced
' as in ‘give’, ‘4’ is pronounced ‘a’ as in
‘path’, ‘ple’ as in ‘people’. The stress is on
the second syllable.

“Look who is coming. My batch-mate
Ramu.”

“You mean your class-mate?
‘Batch-mate’ is not used in British English.
‘I belong to the 1962 batch of 1AS
candidates. In British English, ‘batch’ is
used with non-human referents. 1 have
received a fresh batch of books, When
you use it to refer to a group of people,
you use the word ‘group’ and not ‘batch’.
But in India ‘batch’ is used widely instead
of ‘group’”

“What is the difference between 'Ram
should have posted the letter’ and ‘Ram
must have posted the letter'?”

* ‘Ram should have posted the letter
means that Ram did not post the letter.
He was expected to but he didn't. ‘Ram
must have posted the letter” means your
conclusion is that he would have posted
the letter. You gave the letter to him about
two hours ago and you assume that by
now he would have posted the letter”

“What is the meaning of ‘germane'?

"It means ‘relevant to a subject under
discussion’. What you are saying is not
germane to what we are discussing. The
' is pronounced like the ‘g’ in ‘gentle’,
‘ger’ is pronounced like ‘ger’ in
‘Germany’, mane rhymes with ‘sane’. The
stress is on the second syllable.

Published in The Hindu on July 16,
1996,

i ARCHIVES

Word of the day

Decadent:

gent; marked by
self-indulgonce and maral decay

Usage:  spent o decadent doy ot the spa.
Pronunciation: newsth ive/decadentpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: rdekacant/

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in
with the subject “Text & Context'
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India’s cough syrup crackdown —
what prompted it and what follows

Paediatricians across the country welcome the move to restrict use of a common cold drug combination for children under the age of four, while
pharmacists flag confusion over whether prescriptions can be honoured and what should be done with existing stock

Zubeda Hamid

ast month, the Central
government restricted the use of
a common cold drug
combination for children under
the age of four, and also asked
manufacturers to include a waming on
the label, in package insert or the
pramotional literature of these drugs.

This fixed drug combination (FDC),
present in several popular brands of
cough syrups for children, consists of
chlorpheniramine maleate and
phenylephrine hydrochloride. While

isan
used to relieve allergy-like conditions such
as & runny nose, watery eyes and
sneezing, phenylephrine is a
decongestant that works by narrowing
small blood vessels, providing temporary
relief from inflammation,

In a gazette notification issued on April
15, the Union Ministry of Health stated
that this FDC was likely to involve risk to
children below four years of age and safer
alternatives to this drug are available. The

Strict

matter was examined by a Subject Expert
Committee, following which the
restrictions were imposed.

generation of antihistamines evolved

State Drugs Controllers’ office, As a result,

After restricting the use of a common cold drug combination, the Centre has also directed asked manufacturers t include a waming on
the label, in package insert ar the promotional literature of these drugs. GETTY IMAGES

post-nasal drip ~ secretion in the back of

making chlorpheniramine redundant, stocks are still available in pharmacies. the throat or nose. For asthma, doctors
Good news for paediatricians Paediatricians pointed out that “It is the responsibility of recommend inhaled salbutamal, while
For paediatricians across the country, the | second ihi ines such as fi to collect the banned stock inhalers or nek are
bm is a welcome move, Rajath Axhrrya cetirizine and fexofenadine were safer through their medical rep or 1, while for post-nasal drip,

I and senior il to officially instruct their authorised !;upcr positioning while sleeping could
paediauidan at Rainbow Children’s For pharmacists however, some distributors to retrieve the same. Retailers Across the board, doctors say simple
Hospital, Sarjapur Road in Bengaluru said | amount of confusion has prevailed over cannot bear the financial or legal brunt home remedies such as warm water and
the cunhlmlkm of a sedmrve whelher or not prescriptions can be for holding stocks procured legally honey can go a long way.

chlory i 4 and what can be done with before the ban," he added. Colds too, could be caused by viral
maleate along with phenyl('phrlne wiis existing stock. This was complicated by AN, Mohan, president, All Kerala infections, and in most cases, do not
irmionul in the first place. petitions moved by several Chemists and Druggists Association, require aggressive treatment, they said.
which isad comy in the Delhi High Court however said that chemists have been As a senior paediatrician in Chennai

can also have effects on heart beat and
blood pressure. These effects are
unpredictable in w children and
hence, there has concern about the
use of the drug in this age group,” he said,
T.U. Sukumaran, a specialist in
paediatric pulmonology and behavioural
medicine from Kerala, pointed out that
first-generation antihistamines - drugs
that block the action of histamines that
can cause a fever, itching, runny nose,
and watery eyes - such as
chlorphenaramine should not be given to

praying for the quashing of the gazette

notification. The court however ruled on

April 24 lhaz the restriction would apply
and not

and also directed the phnmu companies
to issue notices in national

allowed to sell their existing stock of this
FDC, in line with the Delhi High Court
judgement. M. Anandan, general
secretary of Tamil Nadu Pharmacists
Welhm Asodnion pointed to a wider
to

and issue advisories to doctors, chemists
and retailers with regard to the ban,

, N0 action would be
taken with mpen to the stock
d and/or in onor

befuu April 15, the court stated.
Thirunavukkarasu, president,
Banplnre District Chemists and Druggists

children aged less than four i in any case,
as they could produce in
this age category.

Explaining further, Vibhu Kawatra,
paediatrician, pulmonologist and allergy
specialist based in New Delhi said that the
main issue with first generation

, raised serious concerns over
lhe communication of the ban to
pharmacies, “While we welcome the
government’s move to protect children's
health, the way this ban has been
mmmunluled and managed has caused
fusion and risk within the

is that of resy y
depression and apnoea, Many
over-the-counter syrups and drops
however, contain chlorpheniramine due
to its antihistamine properties as well as
its side effect of drowsiness to calm the
child, ite the risk of sudden death
that could occur with its use. Over a
period of time, he said, a newer

ph:muceuncxl supply chain,” he said,
Pointing out that there was a lack of
formal communication from
manufacturers and wholesalers to
retailers, Mr. Thirunavukkarasu said retail
chemists, who are expected to comply
immediately, have not even received
circulars from many companies or the

drug
enforce remhlinm In'TN., for instance,
where there are 90,000 phlrmuks the
State has just 200 drug i

noted: “The coughing disturbs the parent
more than the child. We have tried to
reduce prescribing medicines wherever
possible.” Dr. Kawatra said that parents
must also be responsible: they must
refrain from buying cough syrups without
prescriptions,

information

said. He also noted that many phurmadu
were not run by qualified pharmacists

While the restriction has been welcomed,
doctors also point to the need for widely

which contributed to the problem of disseminating information about it

proper drug dhpemukm denp Karuna, a paediatrician based in
i said it is imp had said that p ional bodies

lmow what is causing the cough or cold should use their mnlinunu medical

rather than rushing to medicate the child.
Mohandas Nair, professor, department

of paediatrics, Government ical

College Hospital, Kozhikod J

education programme platforms to share
updated protocols and it was essential for
information to be circulated to all

i of doctors and pharmacists,

that the most common type of cough in
children is associated with viral upper
respiratory tract infections that only last
for a few days. In such cases,
was not

~ the FDC would only add to the cost of
treatment apart from its undesirable
potential side effects, he said.

Other causes of a cough could be:
asthma, gastro-oesophageal reflux, or

ial

She also noted that there needed to be
stringent protocols in place to ensure no
banned medications were available in the
market at all.

(With inputs from Afshan Yasmeen in
Bengaluru, A.S. Jayanth in Kerala, R.
Sujatha in Chennai, Bindu Shajan
Peraj n in Delhi and Siddharth Kumar
Singh in Hyderabad.)
(health@thehindu.co.in)
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A fived drug combination
(FDC), present in several
popular brands of cough
syrups for children, consists of
chlorpheniramine maleate and
phenylephrine hydrochloride,
The Union Minsstry of Health
stated that this FDC was likely
to Involve risk to children
below four years of age and
restrictions were impased

-

Paediatricians pointed out that
second-generation
antihistamines such as
cetirizine and fexofenadine
were safer alternatives, While
the restriction has been
welcomed, doctors also point
1o the need for widely
disseminating iInformation
about it. Pharmacists too
raised similar concerns

v

Paediatriclans said it is
Impartant to know what Is
causing the cough or cold
rather than rushing to
medicate the child. They
advice parents to be
responsible and refrain from
buying cough syrups without
prescriptions

HEALTH INSURANCE
FPREMIUMS DUE SOON—

GETTING FEVER
AGAIN ...

Anuja Agarwala

It is easy to think of high blood
ressure as something that

ppens later in life, But in India,
that assumption is starting to look
dangerously outdated, More and
mare children are being
diagnosed with elevated blood
pressure, and many of them do
not even know it. It is not until
adolescence or adulthood that the
signs become too loud to ignore,

The numbers l!ll a worrying

P> -
food education and balanced

story. The C

- »

National Nutrition Survey (CNNS)
from 2016-18 found that 7.3% of
Indian adolescents had
hypertensive blood pressure
levels. That number climbs to 9.1%
in urban areas, Then there is the
National Family Health Survey-5
(NFHS-5), which shows that 12% of
teens aged 15-19 already have
elevated blood pressure, These
are not isolated cases, This is a
trend. And it points to one very

are eating.

menus can transform lunch into a
launchpad for Welong health, siLe oo

probubly be the food our children

Walk into any grocery store or
school canteen, and the reality
hits you. Processed snacks that
promise flavour and convenience
in seconds. And they are taking a
toll. On average, Indian
adolescents are consuming more

reference for these

-

meals also be a gateway to

eating.

more joyful, educational

~palatable foods, while their

school meal programme globally,
As the programme scales,

there’s an opportunity to evolve

beyond basic nutrition, Can these

healthier food habits and greater
food literacy? For many children,
these meals are not just their main
source of nourishment but also
their first exposure to structured

What if the next phase of PM
POSHAN combined nutritional
targets with efforts to cultivate a

Raising healthy hearts: reimagining school
nutrition to tackle childhood hypertension

help plan meals, learn where their
food comes from, and serve lunch

tolerance for healthier options to their classmates. They study
drops, They create habits, and nutrition and food origins, Itisa
those habits are forming early. simple yet powerful approach,
India’s mid-day meal scheme which helps children understand
(PM POSHAN) can become a how to make better choices, And
pathway to break these habits the results speak for themselves:
early. As of 2025, the scheme now lower rates of chilkdhood obesity
approximately 120 million and a healthier relationship with
children across over 1.27 million eating, If Japan seems too far
schools, making it the largest removed from Indlia's realities,

consider Vietnam. Their Ministry
of Education teamed up with
Ajinomoto to improve school
lunches by adapting the ShoKuiku
model in 2012,

We need to bring that same
ambition into our schools, We can
do this by elevating PM POSHAN
scheme into a food-literacy
engine, and reshaping habits,
palates, and minds.

(Dr. Anuja Agarwala is a senior
genetic metabolic nutrition
consultant and national
vice-president, Indian Dietetic

clear takeaway: if we want to than 8 grams of salt a day. That is relationship with food? Could we Association
tackle hypertension, we have to almost double the World Health introduce regionally-inspired anujaaiims@gmail com)
start early. Really early. Organization's recommended menus, fresh produce, or even
There are a few lhmp feeding limit for adults. Most of it comes involve students in food
into this trend - rising childhood | from packaged snacks, fast foods, | preparation and leaming? For feedback and suggestions
obesity, less physical activity, and | and street-side treats that are For inspiration, we can look to for ‘Science’, please write to
a lifestyle that has shifted indoors | heavy on salt and low on Japan, where the concept of sc .in
and online. But if we had to name | nutrition. ShoKuiku, food education, is with the subject ‘Daily page’
the biggest culprit, it would Over time, children develop a woven into school life. Children
« a - 1m S - » « -
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Amount approved to  Number of startups The drop in US. Amount approved by Number of training
reconstruct fire-gutted  approved for income  wholesale prices in the  Delhi Cabinet for CM  jets Japan grounded
shops at Dilli Haat tax exemption benefits  month of April Development Fund after the crash

In lakh, The
49.8 reconstruction work,

which includes civil
and electrical repairs, s expected to be
completed within 45 days, they said, On
the night of April 30, a major fire broke out

at DIlli Haat — one of the national capital’s
most popular open-ale markets, e

The Income tax benefit
l 87 scheme Is designed to

support emerging
businesses in their formative years,
encouraging innovation, job creation, and
wealth generation. Over 3,700 startups
have been granted exemptions since the
scheme's Inception,

In per cent, U.S. wholesale
0 prices dropped In Apeil for

the first time in more than
a year despite President Trump's sweeping
taxes on imports. Economists had
expected that producer prices will rise
modestly in April. A 0.79% drop in services
prices brought the Index down. w»

in 2 crore. The

140055

, has approved
the setting up of a Chief Minister
Development Fund (CMDF) with a
21,400-crore corpus for 26FY to boost the
clty's civic Infrastructure and public
facilities, officials sald on Thursday, =

Japan’s Alr
Self-Defence Force

has begun emergency
Inspections of all of its military training
alrcraft following a crash on Wednesday,
The T-4 aircraft crashed Into a reservolr in
the Alchi prefecture. ar
COMPILED Y THE HINOU DATA TEAM
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Does Article 21 include right to digital access?

What approach does the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (RPwD) Act, 2016 take? Why do banks and other financial and government institutions mandate
collecting KYC details? How does the current digital KYC framework exclude visually impaired individuals and acid attack survivors?

EXPLAINER

Kartikey Singh
The story so far:
n April 30, the Supreme Court
(5C) directed revisions to
KnowYour-Customer (KYC)
digital norms to ensure
accessibility for ‘persons with disabilities’
(Pwi)), reinterpreting Article 21 of the
Constitution to encompass the ‘right to
digital access’.

What laws safeguard rights of PwD?
The Constitution, through its Preamble,
Fundamental Rights, and Directive
Principles, alongside disability statutes,
obligates the state to adapt laws, policies,
and infrastructure which allow PwDs to
exercise their rights on par with others,
Advancing these guarantees and giving
effect to the Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities (UNCRPD), India
enacted the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities (RPwD) Act, 2016, which
adopted a ‘soclal-barrier” approach that
defines disability as arising from
impairments, along with physical,
mental, intellectual, social, and
psycho-sockal obstacles which make full
participation in soclety dithicult.
Crucially, Section 42 of the RPwD Act,

digital KYC verification has become
indispensable for a wide range of essential
services - from opening a bank, demat or
trading account to accessing SIM cards,

2006, ‘government ' to
ensure that all audio, print, and electronic
media are accessible; that electronic
media includes audio description,
sign-language interpretation, and
captions; and that everyday electronic
goods and equipment follow
“universal-design’ principles,

Are KYC details mandatory?

To curb Hllegal finance and money
laundering, the Prevention of
Money-laundering Act, 2002 (and its 2005
Rules) mandates every bank and financial
institution to verify client identities,
maintain comprehensive records, and
report relevant information to the
Financial Intelligence Unit. Consequently,

pension sck or ce policies, It
also unlocks government b ts - from
national scholarships to Aadhaarlinked
‘direct benefit transfers’.

Building on this mandate, the RBI's
2016 Master Direction on Know Your
Customer (KYC) rules prescribe a
Customer Due Diligence (CDD) framework
and, via Clause 18, introduces
Video-based Customer Identification
Process (V-CIP), enabling remote
customer verification through secure,
realtime video interaction, Customers
can prove their identity online by clicking
a selfie; signing on a paper physically or
digltally; printing and rescanning, or
dlicking a photo of the filled-in form;
verifying OTPs in 30 seconds; and reading

GETTY IMAGES
a random code flashed on the screen.

How does it affect PwDs?

Acid-attack survivors left with permanent
‘facial disfigurement’ and severe eye
burns - and individuals with complete
blindness or low vision ~ have filed writ
petitions seeking directions to
respondents, including RBI,
Department of Telec fcatl

Accessibility Standards, most KYC apps
and websites flout them ~ there is no
screen-reader prompt for camera
alignment, no audio cues for lighting or
focus, and no way to differentiate
dn}'_\nncnl“ukk'n during upload.

THE G

-

To curb llegal finance and
money laundering, the
"

thumb imp
commonly used by visually impaired

users, are not accepted as vall

signatures, nor are PAN cards issued with
them, Aadhaar-based blometric systems
worsen the exclusion. Scanners and

L Act, 2002
(and Its 2005 Rules) mandates
every bank and financial
Institution to verlfy cient
Identities, maintain

records, and

interfaces lack basic ' ibility'
features such as 'text-tospeech’ or
‘self-verification’. As a result, blind
applicants are frequently asked to appear
in person or are rejected on vague
technical grounds. The RBI's Master
Directions also bar any form of

prompting’ during KYC verification,
leaving users without assistance.

How has the SC intervened?
The SC has consistently held that
lity for PwDs is a ‘¢ i

imperative’. In Rajive Raturi versus Union
of India (2024), it ruled that ‘accessibility'
is central to the right to life, dignity, a
freedom of movement under Article 21,
During the COVIDA9 vaccination drive,
the court emphasised that digital
registration must be fully accessible to
prevent exclusion, In the instant case, the
top court held that ‘digital barriers’
blatantly violate the rights of PwD under
the UNCRPD and India's disability laws.
Anchoring its judgment in the principle of
‘substantive equality’, it directed that
digital KYC guidelines be revised with

bility’ at their core, It flagged that

and
SEBI, to devise alternative digital KYC,
©KYC and video KYC methods to make
remote identity checks inclusive for all
PwDs as they face significant hurdles
under the current framework.

Currently, each ‘regulated entity” has
to devise its own tests. Methods such as
eye-blinking, reading a flashing code, or
writing it down and taking a selfie exclude
blind users. Despite clear mandates in the
2021 and 2022 Information and
Communication Technology (ICT)

the digital divide affects not just PwDs,
but rural users, senior citizens, the
economically disadvantaged, and
linguistic minorities.

Relying on Articles 14, 15, 21, and 38,
the court affirmed that ‘digital access’ is
inseparable from the ‘right to life and
liberty'. It mandated the state to ensure
that all digital infrastructure is accessible,
especlally for marginalised communities.

Kartikey Singh is a lawyer based in New
Dethi.

report relevant information to
the Financlal Intelligence Unit

-

Methods such as eye-blinking,
reading a flashing code, or
writing it down and taking &
selfle exclude blind users.

-

The SC has consistently held
that accessibility for PwDs s &
‘constitutional imperative’

Should NOTA be included in
all elections compulsorily?

When was NOTA first introduced? What is the Election Commission’s position on NOTA?

Sanjay Kumar
The story so far:

ecently, the Vidhi Centre for
Legal Policy filed a Public
Interest Litigation (ML) for

including NOTA as an option
compulsorily in every election, even if
there is only one single candidate.

When was NOTA introduced?

NOTA or the ‘None of the Above' option
was introduced in Indian elections for the
first time in 2013 on the PIL filed by the
People'’s Union for Civil Liberties which
sought a mechanism to “recognise the
right of a voter not to vote, but still the
secrecy of his having not voted is no

elections, However, not holding an
election in a constituency because there is
only one candidate, would mean denying
voters the chance of expressing their
opinion (throwugh NOTA) against that
single candidate who will anyhow get
elected unopposed. The Election
Commission (EC) has argued against
NOTA stating that it has not brought in the
desired results as not many voters have
opted for NOTA in past elections. But one
should not forget that NOTA is a way
through which our electoral system can
become more responsive to people.

What is the EC's argument?
The EC is completely opposed to the idea
of making NOTA a compulsory option in

4 in its impl o all constituencies even if there s only one
candidate contesting the election, The
Is NOTA rel in Indian electi Election Ci sl

1 data that

It is true that not many voters have opted
for NOTA during the last national election
and the other subsequent State-level

CM ¢

in all the Lok Sabha cli'('lkm held since
1971, there have been only six
uncontested elections. Another data point

cited by the EC was that since 1952, there
have been only nine cases of candidates
getting elected unopposed. The EC's
lawyer said that, “the chance of election
being uncontested has become a rarity
which is also proven by statistical data;
hence Supreme Court should not even
entertain such a PIL”, They went on to

Are NOTA voters a minority?
It is true that looking in terms of per cent
only litthe more than 1% of voters, voted
for NOTA in the three Lok Sabha elections
(2014, 2019 and 2024) held since NOTA
was introduced. But given the size of the
electorate in one Parliamentary
constituency, each having on an average
about 25 lakh voters, even these numbers
are not small, There are many State
assembly elections where little more than
1% opted for NOTA over the last decade,
the highest being in Bihar with 2.48%
during the 2015 Assembly election,
followed by Gujarat with 1L8% during the
2017 Assembly elections. If one looks at
the NOTA votes over the years in different
States, one sees that it was slightly higher
in the very first ebection held in the State
after NOTA was introduced but declined
b elections, although the

argue that “treating NOTA as fatorily
contesting candidate in all direct
uncontested elections does not find a
place in the statues and same would
require legislative amendments in the
provisions of Representation of the
People Act 1951, and the conduct of
Election Rules 19617,

Since it Is such a rarity, the EC should
not have its hands full. If the EC can
conduct elections in such a large number
of constituencies given its resources,
holding elections in constituencies, with a
NOTA option, even if there is only one
candidate, shoukd not amount to a lot of

additional work.

(] |

trend is not Hnear.

What next?

Some reforms are needed, One can be by
fixing the minimum per cent of votes to
be polled by the candidate as a
benchmark for getting elected depending
upon the size of the constituency. The
other method could be by giving

legitimacy to NOTA votes and voters, by
making a provision for re-election if
certain percentage of voters opt for NOTA
in an election,

Sanjay Kumar is Professor and
Co-director Lokniti-CSDS,

BN
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NOTA or the ‘None of the
Above' option was introduced
In Indlan elections for the first
tme in 2013,

v

The EC is completely opposed
1o the idea of making NOTA &
compulsary option in all
constituencies even i there s
anly one candidate contesting
the election,

v

It is true that looking In terms
of per cent only Wttle more
than 1% of voters, voted for
NOTA In the three Lok Sabha
elections (2014, 2019 and 2024)
held since NOTA was
Introduced.
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Is Bihar's high replacement rate a consequence of poverty?

PARLEY J

ccording to the Sample Registration
A System report for 2021 released by the

Registrar General of India on May 7,

the Total Fertility Rate (TFR), which is
the average number of children that a woman is
expected to have in her childbearing years, in
India was 2.0 in 2021, the same as in 2020, While
Delhi and West Bengal reported the lowest TFR
of 1.4, Bihar reported the highest at 3.0.1s
Bihar's high replacement rate a consequence of
poverty? Saswata Ghosh and Prasenjit Bose
discuss the question in a conversation
moderated by Shiv Sahay Singh. Edited
excerpts:

What does a TFR rate of 3.0 mean for Bihar?
Does it have any association with poverty?

Saswata Ghosh: The TFR has hovered around
3.0 for the last 67 years in Bihar. According to
the Expert Committee on Population Projection,
Bihar will achieve the replacement level of
fertility (2.1) only in in 2039, Bihar is the only
laggard State in terms of the fertility transition.

Bihar's infant mortality rate has actually
declined and stands at 27 per 1,000 live births
from 42 in the past. Other indicators such as
women's educational attainment have improved
as well, but the State’s TFR remains high. High
'TFR has some linkage with poverty. But poverty
is not the only reason for it. In Bihar, there is a
culture of high fertility. As per calculations made
of unique level data of the National Family
Health Survey of 2019-21, across the country,
67% of women said that the ideal number of
children for them is two, whereas in Bihar, only
49.6% of women said so.

There are a number of mmmenlupoﬂs.
including NITI Aayog's Multidimensional
Poverty Index, which state that poverty in
Bihar is also declining. But despite the
improvement in the poverty rate, the
fertility rate in Bihar continues to be high.

Prasenjit Bose: These are complex
socio-economic quesuon! and the

Iti-di h
are far from perfect. | agree with Saswata that
cultural factors have an important causality in
determining fertility rates. But | would also like
to add that there are other economic factors in

-
A waornan with her children in Patna RANIEET KUMAR

terms of urbanisation, employment
opportunities, and livelihood opportunities,
“ruch are not mally captured by the MDP

| poverty)
Therefore, [ would not read much into this
divergence between TFR and MDP. It could be
over simplistic in understanding a complex

Ulti both the
moving in the same direction - poverty is
coming down and so is the TFR.

are

The SRS figures make a distinction between
urban and rural TFR. Across the y, the

Poverty and lack of livelihood and Income
opportunities have a huge impact on cultural
cholees, including the number of children
people have. Poor people tend to have a
cultural preference not only for sons, but for
more children. They want more labour,
which will lead to more income.

PRASENJIT BOSE

tend to have a cultural preference not only for
sons, but for more children. They want more
labour, which will lead to more income. Poverty
has been the reason why the fertility rate has
historically been high everywhere. Cultural
choices are intricately linked to the process of
social and economic develo t. But in the
case of Bihar, | would specifically point to a few
economic factors. Despite being large, Bihar is
among the least industrialised States. There is
surplus labour and migration, which are related

nrbln'l'l’l!hl.smdlhenullmlﬂ.z.h
there a wide gap between the TFR in the
urban areas of Bihar, which stands at 2.3, and
in the rural areas, pegged at 3.1?

SG: If we see the gap between the TFR of rural
areas and urban areas across the country, it is
0.6 percentage points, whereas in Bihar, the gap
is 0.8 points. There isn’t a big difference
between 0.6 and 0.8. But what is startling is that
the all-india urban TFR is 1.6, while in Bihar it is
2.3. That is puzzling. Why is the TFR so high in
urban areas, where the affluent and educated
sections of society live? Why is it above the
replacement level of fertility?

The demographer Ansley ). Coale had said
that human fertility behaviour is a ‘calculus of
conscious choice’. So if the fertility rate is higher
than elsewhere, it is because of the conscious
choice of the people. Even if the infant mortality
rate has declined and there is higher use of
contraception, if the fertility in urban areas
continues to remain high, it is a conscious
choice. Until and unless the people think that
low fertility size is actually beneficial for them,
the TFR will continue to be high in Bihar.

Do factors such as a preference for sons, the

I'IL Yes, slgmhcamly In fact, poverty and lack of
| and income ities have a

huge impact on cultural chmms including the

number of children people have. Poor people

to the g of very high degrees of illiteracy
and a d) sfunctional primary education system.

The literacy rate in Bi:-:;:ﬂmhdy the
female literacy rate, low. In the 2011
literacy and TFR or fertility?

$G: Chief Minister Nitish Kumar has

$G: Women are getting educated more and
more. Several programmes in this regard are
being impk 4 by the State g

Many of these women are first-generation
learners. But they have low employability and
their exposure to the outside world is limited.
They have lower bargaining power and
autonomy in the family, and social mobility. In
our study, based on a primary survey of 2,250
women in six districts in Bihar, we found that
women in the reproductive age group of 1549
years were not allowed to directly interact with
ASHA workers, These interactions were
restricted by their mother-in-laws.

We have empirical evidence now that certain
States in the north have a high fertility rate
while the fertility rate is declining in the
south, Where does this lead us to,
particularly in the political context, with the
question of delimitation looming large?

PB: | don't think that this problem should be
discussed only in the context of Bihar, but also
other States in what we call the Hindi heartland
~ Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, and
Rajasthan. These States now account for a
disproportionately large share of the country’s
overall population. We have a system of
representative democracy where ‘one person,
one vote, one value” is a basic principle. As the
delimitation debate opens up, which is likely o
happen only after the next Census, we will come
across a hquly dxspwpumunue size ul

pointed out that if we educate women, the
fertility rate will go down. He has announced
many schemes for girl students, including
providing bicycles for them, There is a positive
correlation not only between education and
TFR, but also between household affluence and
higher educational anammem Upper caste and
affluent h lly send at

across the mmh and the south, We will come
across parliamentary constituencies in States
with a high TFR with a disproportionately large
number of people (25 lakh to 30 lakh voters)
being represented by a single MP, whereas the
case will be different in States where the TFR is
already low or is showing a falling trend. The

least one son for higher education to better off
regions. However, in affluent and landed
households in rural areas, the parents prefer at
least one son to stay back with them to take care
of their property and support them. So, families
ideally prefer two sons. If we look at the data
more carefully, we will find that among those
who say the ideal number of children is three,
88.2% want two sons. However, since the
probability of having two sons successively is
only about 26 4% according to a paper by Clark
in 2000, a significant share of families ultimately
end up with a large family size.

Professor Ghosh, Innnenl‘ywr TS, you
had poimzd out how mother-in-| actas

women of
mandASHAmhnwhovlﬂnhgmdurh‘
pregnancy. Can you shed more light on this?

ion is whether they (the States with
low/declining TFR) are going to pay the price for
bnngnrg dcrwn the TFR rate. Will they get

d or punished for social and

progress and policy successes? Because the
allocation of resources by the Finance
Commission is based on the population size.
The onus is on policymakers to bring about
some course correction and bring in a
convergent trend. If the divergent trend
(between States with a high TFR and low TFR)
continues, we are Jooking at a disaster which
could pose serious questions for our democracy.

To listen to the full interview
Scan the code or go to the link
www.thehindu,.com

Farewell, Justice Khanna

L avoice

separate from the institution

Krishnadas Rajagopal

ays before Justice Sanjiv Khanna
was to be sworn in as the Sist
Chief Justice of India (CJI), repor-
ters as usual began sc bling for an ex-

send a ripple. During the Waqf hearing,
he told the government side that judges
lose their religion when they sit on the
Bench. With a few words, he made sure
that communal violence did not return to

clusive interview with him. Calls and
texts to his staff were met with silence or
a non-committal “will let you know".

It was strange ~ the man who was then
serving as the top judge made news al-
most everyday. Justice D.Y. Chandrachud
was articulate, suave, and charismatic. A
reporter who attended a blood donation
camp recounted how he spoke for 10 mi-
nutes on the subject. He even sang Christ-
mas carols on camera at an event in the
Supreme Court. During his tenure, Aamir
Khan and other film personalities attend-
ed Court. Judges from other countries vi-
sited to watch the Supreme Court in ac-
tion. The Court felt truly global, and it
basked in the attention.

This changed on 11, 2024,

bhal, He stopped civil courts from
pmingordﬂ'snnmiubemm “reclaim-
ing” temples destroyed by Mughal “in-
vaders” in the I6(h century. lawwrs who
came ill d were not
they were told gently to prepare better
next time. Public interest petitions were
distributed among the Benches. Colle-
giality among the judges was apparent —
the judges took a work holiday together.
A crisis loomed when a High Court
judge was reported to have made com-
munal remarks. The judge was called by
the Collegium and asked to apologise at a
public forum. A fire in another High
Court judge's official residence led to the
discovery of “sacks” of half-bumt curren-
cy. Accusations of corruption and lack of

when Justice Khanna was sworn in as the
5ist CJI in a short ceremony. He took
nalh stgned (heorder. acknowledged me

atthe
Bhavan with folded hands, and went
back to his seat with hardly a smile.

At 11 a.m., the Court was back to work,
A sobriety had descended on the cour-
troom. Chief Justice Khanna hardly
spoke, except for an occasional “no, no,
no" to a lawyer whose submissions he
disagreed with. In the evening, | made a
last-ditch, though-half hearted, effort to
get an interview, worried that a worthier
journalist may have already got it. In-
stead, there was a surprise. There came
an official statement from the Supreme
Court ~ the institution, not the man
helming it ~ about the judiciary’s com-
mitment and responsibility as “protec-
tors of citizens' rights and dispute resol-
vers”, Chief Justice Khanna did not want
a voice separate from the institution.

In the following months, it became
clear that he was a quiet man at work. He
seemed to like being missed in the crowd,
though his constitutional position thrust
him into the public glare. When he spoke
in Court, the comment would be brief yet

%

p y in the judiciary gathered
momentum. Chief Justice Khanna res
ponded by publishing the preliminary in-
quiry report on the Supreme Court web-
site, complete with photographs and a
video. An in-house inquiry was held. The
report remained confidential, but a state-
ment was issued that he had forwarded it
to the President and the Prime Minister
for action. This was followed by a Full
Court decision to disclose the assets of
Supreme Court judges on the official
website. The list of candidates recom-
mended by the Supreme Court Collegi-
um was also published along with a docu-
ment detailing the judicial
process.

On his last working day, Chief Justice
Khanna was invited to share a cup of tea
with journalists at the press lounge. A re-
porter asked him whether the legacy of
his illustrious uncle, Justice H.R, Khanna,
popularly described as the "best Chief
Justice India never had”, weighed on
him. Pausing for a moment, he s
and said, “We cannot compare like that",
Retirement, he said, was not bittersweet
for him. He was “simply happy”.

krishnadas rajagopalinthehindu co.in

PICTURE OF THE WEEK
Fishing in choppy waters

Fisherfolk make most of the py
of the south Bay of Bengal, the south Andaman Sea, Nicobar Islands, and parts of the north Andaman Sea, said the India al

beach in Th h

The Southwest monsoon has advanced into some parts
NIRMAL

FIFTY YEARS AGO MAY 16, 1975

US. recovers ship, crew after
navaland-air operation

Washingron, May 15: The United States' forces
recovered the American freighter Mayaguez
and its 40 crewmen to-day after an attack on
Cambodian gunboats in the Gulf of Thailand, a
landing on an offshore island and air attacks
on airfields on the Cambodian coast. Defence
sources said two U.S, Marines were killed and
eight others wounded in the attack on Koh
Tang island, where the ship was anchored.

FROM THE ARCHIVES %m%

Three U.S. helicopters were shot down,
while a U.S. strike force wiped out 17 planes on
the Cambodian mainland in a covering
operation.

The U.S. President, Mr. Gerald Ford, who
ordered the attack, gave a one-minute
naumally televised and hrandcasl speedl

! the air 1
success,

All US. Marines who took part in the
operation were evacuated from Koh Tang
island. A Defence Department spokesman, Mr.
Laitin, said that “heavy and intermittent™
small arms fire by the Khmer Rouge had
delayed the evacuation of the Marine landing
force.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO MAY 16, 1925
Indian coal committee

Calcutta, May 15: The Indian Coal Committee
was appointed to inquire and report generally
on “what measures can be taken by the
Government, the coal trade, the Railways and
the Ports whether singly or in combination to
stimulate the export of suitable coal from
Calcutta to the Indian and foreign ports - and in
particular whether effective measures can be
taken for the pooling and grading of Indian coal
for export and for bunkering and how the cost
of such measures must be met”.

Amx
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Under control

Low retail inflation is news for
consumers and policvmakers
pril's 69-month low retail inflation and 13-
month low wholesale inflation should
come as a relief to the puhlicundr:llcy
makers alike. For the public, it shows that t
ing of prices in the first few months of the year is
continuing. For policymakers, it goes a step
further in confirming that last year's alarming le-
vels of inflation are well and truly under control,
and that the Reserve Bank of India (RBI) was right
to cut interest rates twice in a row. The fall in re-
tail inflation was driven by a contraction of nearly
11% in vegetable prices, and 5.2% in the price of
pulses. However, it is important to note that alth-
ough vegetable prices are lower than last year,
this contraction is mainly due to a very high base
~ vegetable inflation was in the 27%-30% range in
the February-April period of last year. Inflation at
the wholesale level, too, was driven down by eas-
ing vegetable prices, which contracted 18.26% in
April. This, too, was on a relatively high base of
nearly 12% last Apn.L The base effect aside, it
does look like the government’s efforts to bolster
buffer stocks of essential food items, conduct
open market releases, and ease imports during
supply shortages have helped in easing inflation.
The other - less positive - factor could have been
the liquidity crunch that banks were facing in the
first few months of the year. Lower liquidity re-
sults in lower amounts left to lend, which squeez-
es money with companies and the public, and
thus can lower inflation. As things stand, even
though retail inflation has been decreasing for six
consecutive months, its trajectory for the rest of
the year will significantly be determined by the
monsoon and its vagaries. Similarly, the ongoing
tariff uncertainty and threats of retaliation by In-

dia will also apart.
tion data does have some policy

The latest inl
implications. The first and most obvious one is
that it will likely encourage the RBI's Monetary
Policy Commmu to cut interest rates agm‘:' in
June. it
mllabobﬂw\v!!mhlmcbl’gmwdldln o
be released this month end ~ will look. The oth-
er, more immediate step for public sector oil mar-
keting companies is to finally cut fuel prices in
line with crude oil inflation in the WPI coming in
at a 22-month low. If not, then the government
should officially abandon its dynamic pricing pol-
icy, where prices are supposedly revised daily.
That fuel prices have been virtually unchanged in
three years, ite oil prices falling 42% over the
period, means the policy is a sham in any case.

New

Syria should dismantle armed groups
and tinclusive constitution

ntil six months ago, Abu Mohammad al-

Jolani was a specially designated global

terrorist, with a $10 million bounty fixed
on his head by the U.S. government. A native of
Syria's Golan Heights and a former member of al-
Qaeda in Iraq, one of the group's most brutal
branches, Jolani founded Jabhat al-Nusra, the al-
Qaeda's Syria affiliate, in 2012, during the early
stages of the civil war. Thirteen years later, on
May M, Jolani — now known as Ahmed al-Sharaa
~ met with U.S. President Donald Trump in Ri-
yadh. Mr, Trump, who earlier in the week lifted
America's decades-long sanctions on Syria,
praised Mr. Sharaa, saying he was “a tough guy.
Strong past... Fighter”. The meeting was a diplo-
matic victory for Mr. Sharaa, whose Islamist
Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS) captured Damascus
in December 2024 by toppling the secular dicta-
torship of President Bashar al-Assad. Mr. Sharaa
met Qatar’s Emir in Doha in April, seeking sup-
port for his fledgling Islamist regime. He enjoys
the strong backing of Tiirkiye. He was welcomed
by French President Emmanuel Macron earfier
this month at the Elysée Palace in Paris. And in
Riyadh, Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Sal-
man played a key role in facilitating his meeting
with Mr. Trump. With regional and international
recognition, Ahmed al-Sharaa appears poised o
shape Syria's present and future.

The lifting of American sanctions opens the
door for Syria to join the global economic main-
stream and attract foreign investments. Mr. Sha-
raa has already invited American companies to
invest in Syria's oil and gas. Money could flow
from wealthy Arab monarchies to wartorn Syria

+

The paradox of the approach to the Manipur issue

s the stalemated conflict in Manipur
completes two years, the veritable wait
for the Godat of political settlement
continues to remain elusive. Despite
unleashing a trail of devastation, the Joss of over
250 standan nnful.dlng Ilumantragzdywhch

pennmmllvelnsub humanlnakzlldﬁrdltf
centres for over two years, Manipur’s violence
has not secured a high-order-of national-priority.
This is gallingly evident as Prime Minister
Narendra Modi maintains his stoic refusal to visit
the State and offer a definitive road map to break
the impasse. This compares starkly the
topmast-priority accorded by him to the
Pahalgam terror strike on April 22, which led to
the curtailment of his official visit to Saudi Arabia
and the of policy
The very short military stand-off between
India and Pakistan and the swift response made
eminent sense given the overwhelming and
dominant mood of the nation that something
decisive had to be done not only to decimate
terrorist infrastructure across the Line of Control,
but also penalise Pakistan for its alleged

hip of cross-border Asthe
stand-off and the terms of the
understanding/ceasefire likely to be agreed upon
by the two nuclear powers continue to take
centre-stage, it is highly unlikely that Manipur’s
continuing human tragedy and political impasse
will get the serious attention it deserves.

The approach to the northeast

What explains this paradox? And in what way
does this follow a broader pattern of New Delhi's
engagement with Manipur, and, by extension,
Northeast India?

A clue lies in making a long-term assessment of
New Delhi’s approach to the Northeast, and for
that matter Manipur, which is underscored by its
obsession with national security and regime
consolidation. Unlike Kashmir, which is the focus
in a series of triangular conflicts with Pakistan
and China, Manipur’s case does not present an
imminent threat to India's national security
despite concerted efforts over the past two years
to make this as such. Although both of India’s
adversaries were involved in the training of
armed independentist groups such as the Naga
National Council and its progeny, the NSCN-IM,
the Mizo National Front, the United Liberation
Front of Assam, and the United National
Liberation Front, in the 1960s, 1970s and 1980s,
Millmnmxhecmmmiummmam

However, because the policy mandarins in
Delhi best understand the language of national
security, concerted attempts had been made by
certain quarters of valley-based civil society
groups and self-professed national security
experts to squarely blame Manipur's violence on
‘lungi-clad’ Kuki armed militants across the
India-Myanmar border. A case in point is the
failed attempt to amplify this threat by the then

i & Professor and
former Head of the

Department of
Political Science,
University of
Hyderabad. He is also
an Monorary Senior
Fellow, Centre for
Multilevel Federafism,
Institute of Social
Sciences, New Delhi

The stance on
what is also a
national
security issue Is
problematic

Chief Minister’s office in mid-September 2024 by
invoking credible ‘intelligent inputs’ which

the capabilities to launch rocket launchers against
Meitei villages. On hindsight, this security bluster
was a half-clever ploy to whip up a majoritarian
saueufmucumymdu!ddmnaprmmm
m! the grounds for a series of offensive
against Kuki-Zomi-Hmar villages beyond

the ‘buffer zone’ on the pretext of combing
operations.

Interestingly, the protagonists of national
security remain cons| muted on the
more serious threat posed by the large-scale
mobilisation of valley-based insurgent groups, or
VBIGs and their foot soldiers in the wake
violence since May 3, 2023, One immediate
consequence of this is the outsourcing of law and
order to these groups on the pretext that the State
fails to protect villages which remained exposed
to transgressions and offensive attacks across the
buffer zone. This zone, ideated and enforced by
the Indian paramilitary forces after Home
Minister Amit Shah visited the State towards the
end of May 2023, lies in the foothills and marks
the point of territorial and demographic
separation between the Meiteis and

Such a problematic stance on a national
security issue has also effectively neutralised the
security gains obtained by India since it
successfully flushed out VBIGs from their safe
havens in the valley areas in Operation All-Clear
(2004) lnnzndn rioritising substantive

cﬂumupﬁuﬁngud’

counter y skills, jon and

ionalisation of the Indian Army and
paolice, the Indian security policy continues to be
stuck in a time-warp of political optics.

The case of fencing as an obsolete outlook
The unusual zeal with which New Delhi pushes
the agenda of revoking the free movement regime
and spending over 31,000 crore for fencing the
1,643 India border, includis
the 398 kik long i border,
lsdudyanmxwuohnubsnkmmmy
ovrrdﬁvz Whﬂemismzymmwlmlsly cater to
d sense of i thij

India's national security policy framework across
political regimes demonstrates that it is driven
more by political optics in ways which hel,
consolidate political regimes, rather than bei
hard-wired in upskilling security infrastructure.
Thi!cxplmmwhybtymdlthubhcspecuded
Iding piecemeal arms surrender events, no
dnmdﬁmnm&mmloplﬁl
arms (numbering over 6,000) and ammunition
(numbering over 5,00,000) given away to armed
groups since the outbreak of violence.
Notwithstanding this, barely around 4,000 of the
6,020 arms snatched away from the State
armouries have so far been deposited in response
to the State government’s call. Interestingly, 894
uﬁheumdepuudhmpommmo
d by G Ajay Kumar
Bhalla, on February 28, which was extended to
March 6, 2025,
m |-

yand way in
which voluntary arms surrender was pressed for
political optics became evident on February 27, a
day before the first dateline, when a cavalcade of
the Arambai Tenggol, an armed militia accused of
perpetrating atrocities against several
Kuki-Zomi-Hmar villages, marched across the
streets and surrendered 246 weapons at a police
station in Imphal. Even though many of these
so-called surrendered arms are country-made
guns, there is neither a persistent follow-up
action after the second deadline passed on March
6, nor any serious attempt to nab and prosecute
defaulting individuals under the Arms Act.

An incremental approach such as this may be
the key to gradually stabilising law and order.

the easy and abund af

arms and ammunition in the hands of armed
groups in the State is likely to perpetuate the
ethnic security dilemma even as there is no
sustained and credible security guarantee from
the State. The reluctant imposition of President’s
Rule on February 13, 2025 as a convenient escape
route to an imminent and inglorious fall of the
Bharatiya Janata Party government, after an open
revolt within its ranks, and the change of political
guard in the State seems to have signalled a
subtle, yet stern, message to armed groups across
the divide that violence is not going to be
tolerated.

Looking ahead

mujorixzmnympsha!dmthevnlley A halting, yet incremental return to normalcy
eminently suit the pork-bmﬂ brand of politics may, however, impel serious political
with p y | benefits to with rival stakeh

and bmlms, the lines of divide are clearly
apparent as the Naga, and Mizo, among others,
have registered their staunch oppesition. Unless
such a policy framework is tailored to win the
hearts and the minds of transhorder people —
which seems to be the case here - it is neither
likely to augment India’s national security nor
promote India’s neighbourhood first policy via
the Act East policy across the India-Myanmar
border and beyond.
Unfortunately, a longitudinal assessment of

ders in ways that

1 3 Ao I

demands and promote trust and legitimacy to
state institutions. As rival parties respectively
May 3 day'and a
dlyurmmzmbturzmdmﬁecdm to push their
divergent political agendas, breaking the political
mpmand!ubihm“llwmdudﬂ'mqun!
that

policy
political optics and regime consolidation.
The views expresied are personal

The yearly ‘thank you' to nurses is not enough

ay 12 has passed, an annual day where

we honour Florence Nightingale and

celebrate the unsung heroes of health
care - nurses. We praised nurses on this day
(International Nurses Day), but the urgency to
truly anmr the stars of our health-care system

Nursing beyond tradi
Nurusmdmndwiwsﬁrmnﬁriylﬂoflm!
total health workforce, yet nemnm
under-rep d in lead i )
and autonomous dlinical roles. The perception of
nurses as being mere assistants to doctors still
prevails, limiting their potential, despite global
trends that prove otherwise. The role dNune
e (NPs) as ind\ N

care providers capable of addressing health-care
gaps has been embraced in Australia, Botswana,
Brazil, South Africa, Thailand, the United
Kingdom, the United States and Zambia,

NPs are advanced practice mgmend
(such as clinical nurse specialists, certified
midwives and certified registered nurse
anaesthetists) with ialised training, usually at
the master’s level. are certified to diagnose,
treat, and prescribe independently in many
settings. India has recognised the need for NPs,
pwmlculurly to expand health-care access in
ved areas. The National Health Policy

nurse

for reconstruction and other
ities. But one question remains: MmldndofSy
ria are Mr. Sharaa and his fellow Islamists plan-
ning to build? Mr. Sharaa has promised to uphold
the rule of law, respect women's rights and pro-
tect religious and ethnic minorities. Yet, ever
since the HTS captured power, Syria has seen in-
stances of targeted violence ay,nlml minority
In March, hund; of Alawites,
the sect to which ousted President Assad be-
longs, were killed by Islamist gunmen in the coas-
tal Latakia region. Sectarian tensions remain high
in central Syria, where targeted killings and ab-
ductions are frequently reported. In recent
weeks, Syria's Druze minority has come under
d attacks, with ity leaders de-
scribing the violence as a “genocidal campaign”.
The Kurds in the northeast have called for a de-
centralised, democratic Syria, firmly opposing
the HTS's centralised style of governance. The re-
moval of ions and jonal i

present a historic opportunity for Mr. Sharaa to
steer Syria toward recovery and prosperity. But
to that end, he must first stabilise the country in-
ternally, dismantle extremist armed groups and
adopt an inclusi

2017 has acknowledged that mid-level pmvlderi
including NPs, are crucial to primary care.
Despite the Indian Nursing Council (INQ
initiating structured NP programmes, notably the
Nurse Practitioner in Critical Care (NPCC) in 2017
and also the Nurse Practitioner in Primary Health
Care (NPPHC), integration remains slow.
Initiatives such as the NP in Midwifery
programme (2002) in West Bengal and similar
efforts in Telangana and Kerala have struggled in
the absence of a clear legal framework, defined
rules and pmmed ﬁtle: Althuqh some

I training for
extended mln (stoma nurses, diabetes

Meena Putturaj
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DBT/Wellcome Trust
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at the Institute of
Public Health

educators, stroke nurses), these pulmnns lack
backing and national

mkmluﬂn its real impact remains uncertain,
these chall is the lack of

regulatory
India's NP education programmes are
designed to focus on advanced clinical skills,
limited hing

hority, and
there are challenges, a key barrier being the
absence of a clear legal framework defining the
NP scope of practice, including prescriptive
rights. Resistance within some in the medical
mmmunity. driven by fear of Imi.ng power,

nmng unified nursing movements, limiting the
profession’s power to engage in policy processes,

Let nurses lead

NPs are formally recognised in a number of
high-income, low- and middle-income countries.
Ironically, while Indian nurses excel abroad in NP
roles, their potential remains untapped at home.
Mmus}mNFledauanthmewnh

th high patient

The
emp}uum clmlcal skills but leaves regulatory

More needs o
be done in
India's health
system so that
nurses are seen
not only as
caregivers but
also as leaders

clarity, and career

Edmzys murky. Who will licence NPs? Will they
recognised legally? Will they be absorbed into

public systems or left out? ’ndumb-gunylmm

satisfaction and luwer costs. For India, adopting a
collaborative, team-based care model, where
nurses practise to their full scope, is progressive
and essential to delivering equitable and quality
health  care.

just admi but is al NP roles in India demands urgent

nurses, reforms in nursing education, regulation and
nursing leadership. This includes closing

Lessons from Australia substandard colleges, enhancing faculty

The NP inA lia is i bridging the theory: tice gap,

luvmgbqgunwuhaclargmlmimpmvum and integrating ethics and leadership, and policy

in underserved areas and provide clinical engagement components into nursing curricula.

autonomy to qualified nurses. But what made it
work was more than just policy; it was politics.
Nursing movements were part of the policy
dialogues. Legislation protected the NP title,
Licensure was formalised. Career ladders were
created. Importantly, nurse-led models such
walkin centres demonstrated that care does not
always need a physician's stamp to be effective,
safe, and appreciated.

Resistance to nurse autonomy in India stems
m;:r;lr from policy gaps but from entrenched
cul , gender, and hierarchical biases that
position nurses, predominantly women, as
subordinates to rs. This mindset influences
policy decisions, including opposition to NP roles
by the medical community, despite global
evidence of their effectiveness. There is also a
crisis in the nursing education sector due to lax
regulation and corruption. Although the National
Nursing and Midwifery Commission Act, 2023,

Legal recognition of NPs, with defined licensure
and accountability, is crucial, Clear career

oppummmu r;’::);x replace the stagnation in
nursing roles. Addressing the gender-based
undervaluation of nursing is also essential.
Critically, nurses must lead nursing reforms
!hrou.ﬂl sustained policy engagement. Given their
lived experiences, nurses are uniquely positioned
to advocate change and challenge medical
hierarchy. To achieve this, grassroots nursing
movements that are bolstered by strategic
alliances and driven by courage, commitment,
nndd!;capc&ymspaakmnhmpmmm

A yearly “thank you” is not enough. India
needs a health system that sees nurses not just as
caregivers but also as leaders. Honouring them
means confronting hard truths about power and
privilege.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

that
the rights of all citizens. If not, Syria risks follow-
ing the path of Libya or Afghanistan.

« @

Tasteless remarks It is time that there are acted against. Jingoistic mindset. India's Gulf trip, Gaza’s plight genocide is taking place in
0f late it has become a strong measures put in S. Seshadrl, ‘Operation Sindoor’ has U.S. President Donald Gaza. But who has the time
‘new normal' in the nation, place to act against such Chennai delivered a strong message Trump is on a whirtwind and the inclination to care
where political figures, statements and persons. to the neighbour. A tour in the Gulf, dlinching, for this mammoth tragedy?
under the cover of free Irresponsible comments Mission completed full-fledged war would only striking and hunting for C.G. Kuriakose,
speech, voice disgraceful directed against our People tend to glorify war result in ireparable business deals worth Kothamangatam, Kerala

ktrack and security forces who sacrifice | without fully understanding | damage. billions of dollars. Letters emailed to
tender an apology after the much to ensure our safety what war hysteria conceals. | Apoorva Tomar, Meanwhile, a precisely letters@thehindu.co.in
eruption of public outrage. and well being must be Conflict escalation reflects a | Dehradun executed agenda of must carry the postal address.
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Strange brew
UK-India F'TA raises a cocktail of questions

he India- UK free trade agreement, arrived at

after three years of talks, comes at a time of

great churn in the global trade order. The
concessions made by India to the UK are likely to set
the base for its trade talks with the US, the EU and
others, Therefore, the terms of this FTA assume
importance, even though the trade volumes involved
are small,

Here, the goods side looks adverse for
India, but not the services side. India might
have secured some market access in textiles,
footwear, seafood and fruit (where duty cuts
are significant), but the grand-sounding tariff
reduction by the UK on 99 per cent of tariff
lines covering almost all of India’s exports is
not as great as it seems., This is because,
according to analysts, of the $13.5 billion
goods exports to the UK (in 2024), 7.5
billion comprises items that were zero-rated,
anyway (medicines and petroleum). India’s
goods trade surplus of §5 billion and an
equally large one in services (on exports of
$18.4 billion in 2024) is slated to fall over
time, according to the UK government's
‘technical note’ on the deal. But bilateral
trade deficits alone cannot tell us whether a
deal is working for India or not, as there
could be larger positive economic fallouts.

Amidst controversy, India has agreed toa
phased reduction in car import duty from
100 per cent to 10 per cent, with a quota in
place, While it is true that the auto sector
contributes a third of manufacturing GDP, it
is unlikely that high-end British cars will
upset the industry too much, In a future
trade deal, auto sector (now mature and
confident) and professional services may
well be used as bargaining chips to secure
access in other sectors or to protect sensitive
ones such as dairy, The same holds true for
‘beverages’, such as whisky and gin. As for
gains in services, Indian service pnw:dcrn
who are temporarily in the UK and their
employers need not pay social security
contributions for three years after the FTA
comes into force, Easier mobility has been
promised for corporate and independent
professionals, There have been “significant
commitments” secured in digitally delivered
services.

India has a basic problem in structuring
any trade deal. Since its simple average tariffs
atabout 17 per cent are generally much
higher than its counterpart (in the UK's case
itis less than 4 per cent), a sudden drop in
tariffs tozero implies a sharper concession to
the other side, with consequences for jobs
and output. This strengthens the case for
protecting sensitive sectors. The decision to
allow UK participation in government
procurement (12-15 per cent of GDP) may
infuse competition and technology, but
MSMEs should not be denied opportunities
to participate, Government procurement
was opened up with the UAE FTA, raising
some valid concerns. It would now be hard
for India not to offer this space in other FTAs,
India should proceed cautiously on “TRIPS
plus’ provisions in future talks while keeping
its red lines intact. It is, after all, offering its
immense market, and should not be chary of
puttinga price tag on it.
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ow do you visualise a
typical trader in equity
futures and options
segment? If you thought
he was a geek sitting in
frontofa lasﬂop full of numbers and
charty, putting through trades in a
nervous frenzy, you would be wrong,

Areport put out by SEBI helps us etch
amore accurate profile of the
supposedly hapless individual traders
who are burning money in the equity
derivative market and need to be
protected from the sharks,

The typleal trader s more likely to be
male, since only 14 per cent of these
traders are women, He could be staying
in asmaller city such as Bhiwandi or
Tirunelveli or Bhilal, The study shows
that 72 per cent of P&O traders come
from beyond the top 30 cities. He s
likely to be punching trades on his
smartphone, while working in his shop
or while watching a movie or hanging
out with friends,

Most of these traders do not have
much caplal to burn. Around 75 per
cent of the individuals trading in stock
derivatives had income of less than t5
lakh, This could imply that many traders
used derivative trading to supplement
their existing stream of income. Four
out of ten traders were quite young, less
than 30 years old.

Given This background, why is SEBI
worried about individual investors in
PO

WHY I8 SEBI WORRIED?
The stock market regulator is taking its
primary objective, “to protect the
interests of investors In the securities
market", rather too serfously. It has
concluded that derivative trading is
harmful for the finances of small
Investors, and they need to be kept away
from here. This conclusion was reached
based on studies done by SEBL One such
study revealed that between FY22 and
FY24, 1,13 crore unique individual
traders had incurred net loss (Including
transaction costs) of €181 lakh crore in
P&O. Around 93 per cent of individual
traders had made an average loss of €2
lakh per person in the three years,
Individual investors entering the
stock market have been the
nmulrvpan; to large brokers and
foreign portfolio investors who made big
bucks in This perlod. The SEBI study
shows that proprietary traders (brokers
trading on thelr own account) recorded
profits of €33,000 crore in FY24, They
were followed by foreign portfolio
Investors who recorded profits of
€28,000 crore. While NKIs and PMS
schemes also incurred losses in FY24,
Individuals made the largest loss of
41,500 crore.

NOT SUBSTANTIAL ENOUGH
Despite these numbers, there bs a strong
case for SEBI to not spend too much

Needl

time worrying about individual
investory in F&O,

One, the total number of retail traders
In F&O Is not significant enough to
warrant so much alarm, There were %6
lakh individuals in equity derivatives in
FY24, according to SEBL The number of
total unique registered investors on the

L nuludm‘(mu)lnmlds'rlvutlw
segment, was 10.9 crore as of December
2024, The numbers suggest that only 9
per cent of the total investor pool is
dabbling in futures and options and 91
per cent are participating in the cash
segment only. Most of the Investors in
the cash segment are long term
investors,

Two, if we consider the number of
derivative traders as a proportion of
total population in the working age, they
account for less than one per cent,

Given that the worker population
ratlo in India Is just S8 per cent, the
remaining 42 per cent of the population
could benefit from some occupation that
keeps them engaged on a part-time or
full-time basts.

Stock market trading is akind of

Forty per cent of

F&O traders are under
30 years of age. This
suggests that unemployed
youth are turning to stock
trudini,:. probably in the
period, before landing
permanent job

o ;/“"
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€SS WOrTy over
retail investors in F&O

Only 9 per cent of investors are trading in F&O and they form
less than 1 per cent of working age population

entrepreneurial activity, which has the

potential to become a significant
f lof

curb the human propensity to take risks,
it may be better to allow trading in SEBI

¢ Income gene golng
forward, For Instance, once the trader
becomes familiar with the nuances of
stock market, he could become a sales
personnel for large brokers, mutual
funds, Initial public offering, he could
also engage in educating others about
stock market activity, etc.

Three, over 40 per cent of these
tradery are less than 30 years old and
over 70 per cent have less than €5 lakh as

d stock exchangs

MAKING GOVERNMENT RICHER
It ks also Important to note that the
increase in teading by individualy is
making the government richer.

As equity derivative volumes boomed
in the last three vears, securities
transaction tax collection has also been
surging. STT amounted to €55,000 crore
In the revised estimate for FY25, a8

Income, This suggests that ployed
youth are turning to stock trading,
probably in the period, before landing a
permanent job. This is not a bad thing.
Data also shows that only the top 3.5 per
cent of loss-makers, faced an average
loss of €28 lakh per person during FY22
10 FY24. The Josses of the majority may
not be too big, given thelr limited
capltal,

Four, It s important that stock
markets have more participants to
impart depth and improve price
discovery, Individual investors currently
account for about a third of the
derlvative trading volume, But they form
the largest cohort, as 9.8 per cent of
total traders in the futures and options
segment are individuals,

Five, Indiais a free country, and its
cltizens have the right to work in
whichever sphere they choose. Trading
ina regulated atmosphere such as stock
market is much better than trading on
unregulated platforms for
cryptocurrencles, forex trading, online
gaming, ete. Given that it s ditficult to

agalnst the budgeted figure of €37,000
crore, Purther, the Centre expects STT
10 grow to E7R,000 crore In FY26,
bolstering its tax revenue,

SEBI data reveals that between FY22
and FY24, €50,000 crore was pald as
transaction cost by individual investors,
of which, half was pald as brokerage to
stockbrokers and €13,800 crore was pald
1o the government as securitics
transaction tax, The stock exchanges
collected €10,200 crore as their fee.

Stock exchanges such as the N
also been beneficlaries of this increase In
retail participation. Over 70 per cent of
the tumover of the NSE Is dertved from
transaction charges collected from
investors. Of this, the equity options
segment contributes 78 per cent with
the cash and equity futures segments
accounting for the rest,

Given the limited participation of the
overall population in equity F&O, SEBI
could stop worrying about [nvestors
Incurring losses in this segment, [t could
the rites of passage for becoming &
seasoned stock market trader

Trade skirmish will affect the US the most

The panic associated with Trump tariff is gradually receding, thanks to US administration’s recent climbdown on duties

—
Barendra Kumar Bhol

1o negative growth in January-March

2025, Excalating a trade war for a new

global order seems too expensive and
Y le for the US

be Trump-Tariff (T7),
T since January 2025, s widely

perceived as counter-productive
public policy. A tariff threat to force

Y

Alack of coordination between
monetary and fiscal policies would harm
the economy further, Despite an

countries to come to the lating
table Is fraught with wevere limitations,
Even If mall countries yield to the
threat, negotiations to reduce tariffs
take time,

Many systemically important
countries preferred to retaliate sooner
or later, A tarkfY war between China and
the US led to unprecedented
uncertalnties and disruptions in the
global trade/supply chains,

The US economy Is likely to bear the
heaviest burden of T°T, Within two days
of its announcement on April 2, the US
stock market lost §5 trillion, The US
economy is heading for a deep
slowdown, if not a recession, evidenced
by afall in consumer confidence and
economic outlook.

Inits April 2025 World Economic
Outlook, the IMF predicted that the US
economy would grow by LE per cent in
2025 compared to 2.8 per cent in the
previous year. Even a LB per cent US
growth in 2025 has become doubtful due

ding growth slowd, the
Federal Reserve preferred to pause the
rate cut due to prevailing tariff-related
uncertalnties and thelr impact on US
retall inflation,

The US dollar |)pmll{u reclates
during global uncertaintles due toa
flight to safety. However, this did not
happen following the recent tariff war.
The dollar index has declined below 100
since mid-April 2025, from nearly 1100n
January 13, 2025, Although dollar
depreciation benefits US exporters, US
Importers have to pay more, which has
Implications for domestic inflation,

sudden spurt in the US yield was the
turning point, which seemed to have
forced the US President to pause the
reciprocal tariff for 90 days, possibly for
agraceful exit from the tarlff tantrum by
encournging some countries to
negotiate bilateral trade agreements
with the US,

The US trade deficit of $1.2 trillion in
2024 was alarming, This was partly due

TARIFFS. C

hange of tack wure

to the profligate fiscal policy pursued by
the US administration for along time.
The US consumers enjoyed imported
products from the least-cost producers,
mainly because the dollar dominates as a
reserve currency, After the trade war,
many countries would like to explore the
possibility of settling thelr trade balance
I This

global economic destabilisation,

The 90-day moratorium on reciprocal
tariffs ls fast approaching, Despite the
prevailing uncertainty, the panic
assoclated with TT s gradually receding.
The stock markets have recovered
globally. The US administration’s recent
relaxation of duties on auto parts is
perceived as a climb-down from a
threatening situation. Moreover, the
credibility of TT Is questioned due to
frequent U-turns. Hopefully, sanity will
prevall, and a new global order can be
multilaterally negotiated.

INDIA'S PATH

To navigate the reciprocal tarkff
problem, instead of retallation, Indla is
actively engaged In trade negotiationy
with the US., The direct impact of the
trade war on India is likely to be less than
lh‘n‘l on nq"Ithumu‘uuunlvwn. asthe

under arrangements, Th
will expedite the process of
de-dollarisation to US' detriment .

According to the US administration,
China adopts unfair trade practices like
exchange rate manipulation, dumping,
export subsidies, etc., to sustain a large
trade surplus.

‘This may not be true for all countries.
Hence, treating them alike leads to

tariff imposed on
India s relatively lower at 26 per cent,
India will benefit from possible trade
diversion and a shift in the supply chain,
particularly from China, However, India
may be Indirectly hit by a fall in global
demand due to a growth slowdown,

The writer & the former Mead of the Monetary Policy
Dopartment of the ML Views exprossed are parsonal

© LETTERS TO EDITOR Send your letters by emal to bleditor@thehindu.cain or by past to Letters to the Editor’, The Hindu Business Line, Kasturl Bulldings, 859-060, Anna Sals, Chennal 600002,

Trump's tariff gambit

This refers to ‘Chinese checkery
(May 15). President Trumgp's
handling of global tar i drputes was

high as 100145 per cent on certan
categories of Chinese imports,
primarily as a strategic tool to extract
concessionm, In retaliation, China was

Trumg's chjecti

trade torms thro

tariff conflict but strateg leverage
aimed at secuning more favourable

v was not prolonged

ugh bilateral

acalculated mix of busness acumen,
political theatre, pressure tactics,
and persuasion His approach varied
depending on the postire of
ncihvidual trade partners — ranging
from aggressive threats to

protracted negovations, Countries
like Indlia witnessed a relatively softer
stance, with elforts made to resohe
Issues through extended dalogue.

At the peak of the US-China trade
war, the Trump administraticn
floated the |dea of imposing tar#fs as

..1‘.},m: 125 per cere on select US
goods. Following months of

escalation, a 90 day cooling off
petiod was ntroduced to ease

key trade partrers, weh ather
countries lkely mantaning tariffs of
10:20 per cent on US goods. This
sequence of events suggests that

ity

episode underse

lower ¢
provisioning to 1

sject iy

¥
Frameworks like F TAs and RTAs. The

high pressure tactics to reshape
trade relations in America's fawour

This iswith reference to 'R may

Project hnance means long terms

ores his use of bold,

tensions and restart negatiations. Srinlvasan Velamur canvinced that this provision should
Ower time, tar# levek are expected Charn be reducedto 1+ 2.5 per cent, which
to stabilise i the range of 15-30 per will enhance the liquiciey position of
cert for US duties on imports from finance banks substantially. Sank wil have

ance lcan
25% (May 15).

lending cpportunites

ot orer

funding for infrastructure creation,
industrial development, etc
Accordingly, banks have to make
provision an on these loans while
preparing their balance sheets every
year. Far 2024, the percereage
proposed by the Rill was § per cent,
as per the then guldefines on project
finance, The Rill now seems to be

mare money for tapping other viable

Cricket veterans retire
Apropos okt Nirat and the red
bal's future’ (May 15), Indeed the
sudden retirement anacuncement
by two ericket veterans Rohit and
Virat creates big vacuum in the
ndan test cricket arena,

The mistake the selectars make s of
depending on few establshed
players for years togeeher

Now Inda s constrained to send a
young test squad with anly a few
experienced players for the England
series, which wil defnzely bea
chalengng ane

S, TN

1a Lakaivn:

Putiisned by M

1 T Ml L1k Phat M., Udlye Vinar, Geoatir Rodc DISES. Ganatarm Iach Nagar, U.9. 361308, on behatf of THO PUBLENING PYT. LTO. Chernal 408002, Eciter: Raghuvs S
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{ OUR TAKE }
Questions from
the President

This saga could have been avoided if some Raj
Bhavans had kept to spirit of the Constitution

he presidential reference is a rarely used
constitutional tool; only 14 imes since
Independence has the Presidentasked the top
court of the land for its opinion, and then
too, only in high-profile instances such as the Ram
Janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid dispute. Hence its
deployment, in the context of the Supreme Court’s
landmark verdict fixing timelines for governors and
the President to clear state bills, only underlines the
high stakes involved for the executive branch of
government. President Droupadi Murmu has raised
important issues of constitutional boundsand
separation of powers in her 14 questions posed tothe
top court. Key among these are clarifications on the
powers of the governor, her discretionary role,
whether the powers of the presidential office are
Jjusticiable, and whether timelines can be imposed on
Raj Bhavans and the Rashtrapati Bhavan in the
absence of such a clause in the Constitution.

There are three issues of note. First, the top court’s
April verdict on the timelines expanded the space for
federalism against the backdrop of governors either
sitting indefinitely on bills or referring these to the
President even when the legislature had re-passed a
bill and sent it back, especially in states not controlled
by the BJP. The court’s declaration that pocket veto by
governors was not permissible counteracted the
regrettable phenomenon of Raj Bhavans overstepping
their constitutional bounds. The apex courtand the
presidential office must take note of thisand ensure
that political considerations don’t become an
impediment for governance. The court’s timeline for
governors in this regard only appears to be welcome.

Two, the court’s decision to extend the imeline
discipline to Rash ti Bhavan rai:
matwillhavetobecareﬁxuyparsed.(hnastaxe
government take the President to court over not giving
assenttoa bill? And will the court be in a position to
pass a verdict against Rashtrapati Bhavan? In this
adjudication, primacy will have to be given to
governance over politics and cooperation over
obstruction, but without compromising the unique
powersomlePresldenLthherdwommna'me

should allow di Yy powers to be
wielded asa political tool. Any movement in this
regard will have a profound impact on federalism,
Jjudicial activism, and executive accountability.

And three, the presidential reference itself raises the
spectre of a crisis. If the top court decides to respond —
ithas declined only once, in the Ayodhya case —its
opinion will be non-binding, implying that the
President or Parliament may choose to dismgnrd it
But,sucha mayriska
crisis and a confi two branches of the
government. All this could have been avoided if some
Raj Bhavans were less ob tionistand acted in the
spiritof the Constitution —or if the cart had stopped at
Raj Bhavans.

A small big step for

transgender inclusion

Supreme Court has rightly underscored the
I element of discrimination in transgender persons
being barred from donating blood while urging
the Centre to consult experts on the issue. Trans-
personsare categorised as a “high risk” group for
(TTIs)suchasHIV,
and Hepatitis Band C, among others, under the 2017
guidelines governing blood donation. Other high-risk
groups are men having sex with men, female sex
workers and persons with multiple sexual partners.
Their sexual activity is considered to make them
particularly prone to blood-borne infections.
Thelmptmdmeapexoounsobsmﬂmﬂm
barring the entire di
stigmatisation and pusha them further tothe margins
is hard to miss. There is an umbilical link between such
marginalisation and high-risk behaviour. Struggling for
survival without mainline livelihood opportunities,
n‘ansgenderpemonsohengetfomd lnmsexwork.'lhe
need is toadd: and
inclusion in the mainstream. Progresshasbeen made
over the years, with enabling g
societal but much ground tobe
covered. The apex court has pushed for their inclusion
without losing sight of science-based non-
such as the risk of TTls. The fact remains thatall
donated blood is rigorously screened before use in
transfusions. Trans inclusion will thus likely bea
question of increasing testing capacity —at no great
cost, given their small headcount.

HTén
OPINION

What the courtis not !
expected to tell media

’ the page’s observation that the single  best, can work.

The Supreme Court's judge’s order amounted to “censor-  In the present case, the Wikimedia
remark in Wlklpedla shlplnd athreat o flow of informa-  foundation was, therefore, con-
caseoffersamomentof i T PrCceedinge har bordered  Cout.In & Shors and closely ren
clarity in the relations on® c:ﬁmpl I'!:umd Wlu:ﬁ: 2!:1 Judgment, 3 mj:dzj bench
N to take down the pages within € apex court, compeising justices

berwce" two lmportam hours. Abhay S Oka and Ujjal Bhuyan, set
institutions It should be obvious that the Delhi  aside the HC's Interim order direct-
n May 9, the Supreme m&'ﬁm&“&"ﬁ'i&f&ﬁ& ;;ggg:e Mﬁmmﬂéhr;:?upmmhma

Court handed downan  how an online like Court's on this polnt,

Important judgment in
a long-running litiga-

Wikipedia works, and how a system
of internal pees-review and commu-

which counselled judges to exercise
reticence before issuing tanuempi

tion between Aslan nity checking (through Wikipedia's  orders, the Court luded that  Th should avold forum for people to have critical
News International  Talk page) functions. Matters were  “courts,asa gubucand open Institu- lysis abe ken down.

(ANI) and Wikipedia (and its parent  not by by numerous intemperate  tion, muﬂ ways remain open to

organisation, the Wikimedia Foun-  oral remarks made by the observations, debates  why this case needed tocome tothe  amount to a distorting influence

dation). ANI had originally sued Wik-
Ipedia on the ground that the Wiki-
pedia page for ANI had certain dis-

Bench during the hearings,
such as telling Wikimedia's
counsel that Wikipedia

and criticisms. In fact, Supreme Court in the first place: It
courts should welcome was because of an unconscionable
debates and constructive  Interpretation of the law by the Delhi
HC that forced Wikimedia to nppeal

upon the free exchange of ideas,
which Is one of the greatest contribu-
tons of the internet.

rmagln remarks about its  could leave lhe Indla lf ll crmcum‘,‘lhlswnsanmeéy There is a reason why Wikipedia's

independence and Impartiality. A did not "lke’ rebuke to the Delhi HC, totheapex court Clear reminders Talk page exists, and why Wikipedia

single judge of the Delhi High Court  the Court wuuld ask me Gautam which — It would appear — me legal position, therefore, seem lD has a great number of volunteer-
—which was hearing the case —  government to block the Bhatia could not ablide even the y from the Isto nat

had Initially passed an Interim order  Wikipedia website. mildest critique of its own hkghst Court. information in the encyclopaedia is

requiring Wikipedia to disclose its It is, therefore, clear that orders. As the apex court Itis also based on publ and Is thor-

subscriber detalls.
To those famillar with how an
crowd-sourced

me direction that the HC was going
aclear and present dan-

ger to the freedom of speech and
expression, and to the dissemination
of community knowledge In India.
Anyone who has used Wikipedia
even once in their life can testify o
how, despt(e all its flaws and imper-
fections, th Isa ster-
ling example of a vast community of
human beings coming together
regardless of borders and identities
contributing to the global knowl-

ipedia is a testa-

ment to how the open Internes, at lts

went on to note in blunt terms, “it is
not the duty of the court to tell the
media® to "delete this, take that

that ANI's main case ngalnl Wikipe-
dia Is continuing In the Delhi HC.
This &s a case that deserves close and
down". continuing scrutiny. Any publicly
‘The Court’s plain-speaking hereis  created encyclopaedia that covers
both salutary and much needed. culunlevems will, inevitably, annoy
Even though judicial precedent Is  and offend a great number of people.
clear v.hax lakr.»dnwn nnd postpone-  That is the nature of impartial and
ldonlybeusedasa  even-handed analysis. In such clr-

last resort, where there is an Immi-  cumstances, the Indian judiciary
nent threat to the fair administration  should avoid becoming a forum of
of justice, these words and termsare  cholce for people to have critical or
vague enough to allow for extremely  unflattering analysis about them-
Interpretation by judges  selves on Wikipedia be taken down
across the country. Indeed, this is by a judicial order. This would

oughly vetted. Wikipedia is not per-
fect in this regard; nothing is How-
ever, the very extent of ts use reveals
how successful it has been, and its
value to the global quest for free and
open access to information. It would
be a pity If this quest was [rreparably
damaged in India due to heavy-
handed judicial orders.

works, what followed should not be
surprising. Considering the public
Importance of the case, a fresh page
was created on Wikipedia chroni-
cling the legal developments, the
contents of which were debated on
the website's Talk forum. ANI's law-
yers complained about this to the
division bench of the Delhi HC,
which was hearing Wikipedia's
appeal against the single judge's
order. The Division Bench noted that

Gautam Bhatia, @ Delhi-based advocate,
is the author of Offend, Shock or
Disturd: Free Speech Under the Indian
Constitution. The views expressed are
personal

Air India’s flight plan &
its hits and big misses

recently wrote about the horrifying
experience of 180-0dd passengers bound
for Bengaluru from Delhi on an Alr Indla
flight on the night of Delhl s unrxpected

or torrential rains. In shoet, the alrline’s stan-

dard protocol seems to fiall apart in

crises, and the carrier resembles a headless

chicken at such times. This, despite a new
of-th

dust storm that threw
ray. The flight in question remalned attached

10 the aerobridge and on the tarmac for 10
hours, a nightmarish experience. Many read-
ers expressed horror and some In the gov-
emment declared, as areapt to do, that
Alr India was better managed under their
control —a refrain that reeks of|

control centre
and Integrated operational control centre.
To understand the problem, | spoke to
some former and present management
members, and here Is what | gathered. The
overwhelming consensus appears to be that
lheﬂnle{h)umfuﬂyp(n grip on lts oper-
= The

ck since the

and seems
Taxis ook charge of the airline in January

lalso recetved at least five messages from
readers on the airline's Improved services on
both domestic and International routes.
Although in dribbles rather than a flood,

gers, the breakneck speed of expn
slon, and several changes at the
level are yet to settle into an equilibrium.
While Alr India did have SOPs in place
before the sale, those have been upended
now, to some extent. Those vested (n the alr-
llne nv mal the top management seems

VOLODYMYR ZELENSKYY

N

Our delegation is at the highest level ...

in order to make any de
lead to just peace

s that can

Foreign policy lessons
post Operation Sindoor

he dust has somewhat settled In

matic Chinese leadership that Pakistan is nel-

many reports of the airline’s iImprovements ipled with fighting the percep- Jammu & Kashmir and the ther a reliable nor worthy partner. China
on both in-flight service standards, including nons nle and 15 excessively focussed on areas of Pakistan. [t would be natve, i the risks of
food quality, and on-time perform- visible and on-the-surface changes however, to believe that our truculent  ing with a nation that indulges in nuclear
ance are coming in, albeit mostly rather than on taking the bull by its nedghbour will mend its ways, even after the  blackmail. We must selze even the smallest
with respect to the newer-leased horns. The massive, expensive battering it recetved in Operation Sindoor. Indl
planes. rebranding exercise undertaken in New Delmmnmxaﬂmdm lower tsguard.  and bulld on that stability.
Almost nnl‘\leuall{l eﬁom A 2023 was labelled by most as putting Pakistan The UK and Europe havc been among the
are positive on the airline’s in-flight the cart before the’ thy actor, read, of respon-
cabin crew and their handling of Anjuli An even bigger pmblem identl- slblemhwdandlsonlognxsmnemex gam. Not coe country, nudhwda.nrpolluml
passengers and situations. Given jull fled is the failure to fix All lessonsand realities  Jeader stepped forward with humanitartan
the airline's losses have fallen (as  BNArgava  and esmblish a clear line of account- appear lost on its milltary and poltical leader- lnrmevlmns.acom‘lemm Pald-
per recent reports), I beg to differ nhlllly Who takes the final call and stan's role in and provok-
with those who argue that the gov- ;avannhlemuke itduring mlqumma'eﬁ!e Is not what Jes- mﬂunmﬂn"nymmauﬁmdhm
ernment was managing the alrllne better  crisis smamm Delhi dust storm sons Pakistan refu what les- plaln
than the Tatas. nnaco.lheheadubmmnmnbamd that India h Pahal; ind Its lated sk Left-wing clingl
The we-did-it-better brigade also conve-  she had no clear instructions and they were particularly In the realm of to razor-thin ma)oumes often shy
niently forgets the fact that under govern-  unable to get hold of those who could take foresgn . These are uncomforta- away from condemning Islamist
ment control, you and I were lm(ug thebill  the final call. ble guemom that ddy straightfor- extremism,
for the alriine's inefMiclencies. inability 1o A more serfous fallure to fix y These nations would do well to
compete, not to forges all lhe excesses and  within the alrline was cited by sources bullding lamwleand resllient India. learn from the warmth extended to
frills employees, MLAs, MPs, and their kith  recently when the airline fired a simulator Pakistan, while kacking credibility India by West Astan nations —partic-
and kin enjoyed. Now that it s the Tatas, it  trainer Instructor and removed 10 pllots as aserious State, is utterly predicta- RK ularly Saudi Arabla, the UAE, Egypt.
sounds better to me as a taxpayer. Nobody Is  trained under him from flying duty after ble. History suggests that It will not Raghavan and others. Indéa’s refations with the
denying that it has taken Inordinately bongto  finding evidence o{gwr training practices reform it will double down on lts ter- Arab world are strong and must be
get here, but Alr India does seem tobeonthe  and ﬂmnl.ng of standard procedures. Many ror infrastructure, continue proxy ——————  nurtured, especially as Prime Minis-
paxhlosnmesona! recovery. argued that the instructor was made a scape- wars, and even pick fights it Is certain — ter Narendra Modi prepares to com-
There is no denying, though, thatalmost ~ goat while those sentor to him, who were lose. plete his State visit to Saudi Arabia,
no week goes by without some politiclan,  equally culpable, went scot-free. Observers the broader Arab and Mus- previously interrupted by the Pahal-
celebrity, or business or media personality  say that fixing responsibility has never been lim world refecting Pakistan's reli- gam attack.
taking to soctal media to alr grievances  astrength for the alrline, and this aspect has glous narrative, Islamabad continues US President Donald Trump’s
agalnst percelved unfair treatment or poor-  not changed ds thy Old to play the victim card. The anly con- - brash and exaggerated clalm of hav-
quallity service. The barrage of complaints  habits die hard. stituencées still buying ingo this story Ajay Ing brokered peace between the two
has been Incessant since the beginning of the What has flummaoxed many is the studied are segments of the Musiim popula- Goyal natsons, coupled with his creation of a
year. Many members of the Air India senlor  silence from the Tata stable on the never- tions in Europe and America —— falseequivalence between India and
belleve that therelsa  ending bloopers since these reflect direct and the politicians on thelr Pakistan, is both Jarring and disa)
susl.mmafrzi«;| ampm malign their efforts, on meggmuge i votes. The only m&!enng Wﬁm“'id not m&

but even they can't deny that things are far
from perfect.

I believe Alr India is currently going
through a phase of bipolarity wherein, on

Why the Tata leadership has given the air-
line such a long rope and for how Jong this
would continue Is the question many ask, but
no answers are forthcoming — at least yet. If

such off-the-cuff remarks too serlously—
‘Trump Is known for them. The Indo-US rela-
tonship remains stronger than ever, and the

some days and certain thi seem  the screws are Indeed being tightened on the will likely such irritants,
1o have fallen in place, while on others, all ~ Air India management, it is happening Indians runs deep in Turkish socsety. Indéan h\du must now recognise that it s no longer
hell breaks loose from time to time. The lat-  behind closed doors and with plenty of dis- budld on this publi itIs a nation oth-

ter is particularly acute when other factors
that need to be in harmony and do their bit
g0 awry — such as a dust-storm or dense fog

AIR INDIA SEEMS TO
BE GOING THROUGH A
PHASE OF BIPOLARITY

cretion.

The group's role In the whole exercise has
come into sharp focus with respect to
another as| ny aviation Industry insid-
ers question lbe ﬂlllng up of mnﬂ top-| leve!

and prepare for a recalibeated refationship

ersmuﬂlenmmmimvnm(]permsm—
door of !

With Ty

Y

approach, a firmer hand Is necessary. Indhn

positions with people from it

backgrounds — Tata-trusted aldes and pro-
fessionals, most of whom don't know toa
much more than a regular fller about the

wummmmmmdmr‘whm
and International funding that embolden Isla-
mist and militarist elements. Pakistan and

and national unity.

‘These elements must define India’s forward
. The age of seeking endorsement

from old powers Is over. The most important
Jesson: While Indta must remain open to part-

nership, it must be prepared to move forward
alone. Elda Chak

WHERF N SOME DAYS business. Other airlines h. not merely envious of India — na—mnamnwmdnlydp\lmmdmn-

A Cl ASPECTS. the benefits of putting the right people in the they ai India s con- for validation
cockpit — and the cost of putting the wrong lmdlng with what Shakespeare once called Mmgpom&‘lmmmmmeahm
ones. The Tatas don't need to look too far: malignity.”  for the sake of thetr own future.

N PLACE,
WHILE ON OTHERS,
ALL HELL BREAKS LOOSE
FROM TIMETO TIME

AlrAsia India s a glaring case in point.

Anjuli Bhargav writes about governance,
infrastructure, and the social sector. The views

expressed are personal

Ch.lm.
Operation Slndnor. m Chinese-made alr
defence systems by Pakistan were
neutralised by India In a matter of minutes.
Indian

RK Raghavan is a former high commissioner to
Cyprus and a former director of CBl and Afay
Gayal is a geapolitical risk strategist. The views
expressed are personal
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The new agents
The I'T sector will have to prepare for different labour needs

™ " £l 1 o f "

ftwill lay ploy
on how labour hesoftware and bled
services (ITeS) sectors are shifting due to cxploltvv growth in generative artificial

intelligence (Gen Al). Iswell k
growth and research areas by pruning its force and

Th this case, with a planned invest-
mentof $80 billion th ialy d reduce the com:

pany's salary bill. Its have already dmilar action, They include
Alphabet, the parent company of Google, though they mostly do it a few hundml
atatime, on specific by is y
planning to axe 3 per cent of its workforce at one go this time. However, whﬂhcr
done in dribs and drabs or in larger instalments, the direction of travel is clear: To
survive, large tech organisations will need to focus on Al developments, and they
dosoat the cost of

hereare inIndia. A paper has
reported, the effectsof Alare being feltinthe hnology (IT)
which has long been a major employer and export earner. The age of old-style call
centres and human-run support is passing, if it has not already passed. Generative
Al allows for each employee to do more and Agentic Al — which is sometimes
empowered to take action previously done by humans — will reduce each
employee’s required tasks, In January, Al entreprencur Sam Altman sald that this
year would see the first Al agents *join the workforoe and materially change the

e, e o odd P

for thy
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OPINION 9

Do expertcommittees matter?

Reforms are the result of research and shared beliefs, as shown
by the quiet and continuous changes in the financial sector

The Reserve Bank of Indla (RBI) last week uploaded
an innocuous-sounding document on Its website
called the “F for f Regula-

IAUSTRATION; BINAY SINKA

Sebl board. However, it Is silent on how these regu-
lations are to be written. As a consequence, laws are

tions”. It went largely unnoticed. In the field of

regulation, however, it Is a

y belng by such as
Scht wkhnut the rigour of a d Ity legit-

I@ Mthdllpcnlonn{ power — that is, the momury
policy
ence. This was done In 20152016, The nuu. hnd
the “Tribunal (SAT)
‘would be the forum where lppal.l agalnst all finan-
clal SRAs would go. This has been done for all finan-
clal SRAs other than the Reserve Bank of India.
For the llgllhl!w function of SRAs, the FSLRC
deficit should be
overcome lhroush the role and composition of the
board, thi ise. and through
nnrmmormmmkumnmwkdlwohm-
lation, the market fallure that the regulation seeks to
address, and show cost-benefit analysls of multiple
ossible interventions leading to the cholce of the
lowest-cost Intervention. Public consultation Is
required, hy hich shx have
a majority of nun—ch -servants) can authorise all
laws. Such a process would Improve the content and

ofthe

of pro-
found significance,

‘The essence of the state bs its monopoly on viol-
ence and the exercise of coercive power. In democ-
racles, state coercion ks permissible only with the
authority of law — and that law Is
nqulmd to ho backed hy democuuc
Imacy In

the proportion of customer queries that Al can deal with increasing rapidly, This
newspaper has reported that one ITeS firm that provides customer service for lead-
ing domestic conglomerates now has Al agents handling between 30 and 40 per
cent of i digital I ’l'hhmlghl he support
costdown by n.Ith timein many
cases, again by 30»40 per cent, For many customers, this is an important gain in
formany it is auseful increase in value,
However, the broader impact ofth thin Almust alsol 1 for, Esti-
mates suggest there are 1.5 million call-centre agents in India. Contrary to popular
belief, this number has in fact grown rapidly in recent years, and is almost double
of what it wn when the pandemic Nl Many of these are focused on urvlng

lon »... flegal and
norms, The Indian Constitution pre-
scribes an elaborate process through
which state coerclon can take place.
Alongside this, norms such as expert
and parliamentary committees, and
consultations with stakeholders also
shape the outcome,

imate process.
Fourteen years ago, In 2011, the Government of
India (Gol), constituted the Financlal Sector Legls-
lative Reforms Commission (FSLRC). Chalred by a
retired Supreme Court judge, its members included
economists, bankers, kawyers, and public
administration experts. The FSLRC sub-

mitted its report in Mufh 203. This was

Asnoted, the Psuw‘lll‘(.wna(enmnduhvr
Bul there are ways to make pmgml nonetheless,
and [ Auth-

omy of Indla was the ﬂm off the block and estab-
lished a self-imposed mechanism for framing
regulations In June 2016, The newly constituted
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India lssued a
mechanism for this purpow in 2017, The Penslons
Fund Regulatory and Development Authority lssued

tlon,
In responding to the vnlume of public
comments. Overall, the FSLRC was a
four-year project that led up to one high-
quality draft law.

‘This kaw contains three components:
(a) About 140 sections of law, which

this in 2024. Sebl walted one more year,
and got there three months ago. Finally, the RBI
Issued this framework last week.

‘This gives us Insights into the theory of change.
Practical people In government often say that they
don’t need advice of external experts as they have
knowledge of real-life conditions and are not Ivory-
tower, armchalr theorists. The actual history of econ-
omic reforms in Indla is entirely the story of the
research and reform community, a procession of

Statutory Regulatory Authoritles AARTHIKAM define how regulators must work: (b) an
(SRAs) area majorauthoroflawinindla - CHINTANAM Improved financlal agency architecture
today. They have been given the power - olthuaenchl that must nlnnnd lhn
to legislate — that Is, to write legal %% mustbeall expent

Instruments that demand certain
of private pcnonl. mm pemlmnuncl

as Insdli

| The is what will happen to these jobs.
Therei bility that they iveand with some call-

P Y Alagents. If local soft
ware behemoths play it right, then new jobs lsob Al

But there will be less call for entry-level tasks, and it may become harder to be
employed in the ITeS sector wllhoul specific skills. Both the corporate world and
the g need t what will be needed to prepare the
lndhn for the in and human capital that will
follow in the train of generative and agentic AL

Today in history
National unity must be preserved
The events of the past three weeks or so will find a special place in India's contem-

porary history, The April 2 attackin P inwhich 26 p were
killcd.lhockndthenulm Although the actual f'the attack have not
iblish had h dots to Pakistan

and Pakist; cmmu.’l.‘..,, litical chose tosupport the
inanyaction itd the early hours of May 7, Indian

lrmcd forces launched Operation Sindoor and targeted terrorist in

ated with
on regulated entitles Is mnly like the lrnpnn of
laws made by legislature,

For example, the Securlties and Exchange Board
of India (Sebl) has made regulations on the subject of

(c) a detalled statement of the tasks lhu
must be carrled out for financlal and monetary econ-
omic policy by the varfous financial agencles.

‘This high-quality draft law — the draft Indian
Financial Code (IFC) — was not enacted as law. The
simple theory of change — that a vast effort by the
research and reform cummumly would kead to one

The FSLRC I(-l! nptmnl-d the frults of the
labour of that had
been in motlon since the early 1990s. Great progress
‘was made on the kdeas In the 20112015 perlod, with
dehmmdcomengnlwtlhln the FSLRC. The Ideas

papers,
videos, and more. 'n‘n Ideas gradually persuaded

ln-ldcrmdlm
Insevere fines ofupto® 25 crore,
imprisonment, and restrictions on trading In the
securities market. In the financlal sector alone, It Is
estimated that about 10 “laws" are released every
rking day by all financlal together.
The exerclse of such er by SRAs contalns an
inherent “democratic deficit”. In a liberal democ-
racy, unelected officlals ordinarily should not have
the power to write law. To take an example, the Sebl
Act requires that these regulations be made by the

BN TTEPERTE

draft towork. How-

peop

ever, the wovk of the FSLRC has had

legltl in In Indla have
changed. th hisl The next 10 years

economic policy in Indla. One by one, bullding blocks
from it are turning into reallity.

The FSLRC had envisloned unification of the
regulation of all orpnlled financlal lndlng I‘hll

will now be about refining these self-imposed pro-
cesses for writing regulations, bullding capability
Inside each financial SRA to live up to the thorough
p and these px into par-

Commission Into Suhl ‘This was done in 2013, rtw
FSLRC had envisioned a modern system of account-
ability for monetary policy — that ks, Inflation target-

y law.

‘The author Is an honorary senior fellow at the Isaac
Centre for Public Policy, and a former civil servant

Leadmg private capltal to socnal mfra

In the Union Budget for 202526, Finance Minister
Nirmala Sitharaman earmarked €11.21 trillion for

nine locations in both Pakistan and Pakistan-occupied Jammu & Kashmir, The
operluon was pmdu:. mmmxt lnd non-escalatory in nature. Hm. h.kmln
1. Indian

clpﬂnl = just slightly
above last year's €101 trillion. The messaging was
clear: In the last 25 years, core

and education, with up to 80 per cent VGF and 50 per
cent operational cost support for five years,

3. Other sectors receive 40 per cent VGF,

VGF does Indeed offer a strong “bang for “"r
buck” on For

and energy) had matured, and

nificant damage to military assets in Pakistan, Since the Indian armed forces h-d
attained the initial objectives, India decided to suspend the operations on Pakis-
tan's appeal.
All aspects of events since April 22 are being analysed and di Jud!
on these pages. It is reasonable to assume that the security establishment is also
for

other sectors now required attention.

Key among them Is clearly the soclal infrastruc-
ture sector — health care, education, tourlsm, hous-
ing, sanitation, water, skilling, and digital. These
sectors also have a direct Impact and visibility
among the voting public, in contrast to core Infra-

yaspect ifany, and further imp
future. Notably, Fih 16 Tnckha nlk played absol
national unity. It h ki
geted, and lourlmwrc killed after verifying their faith. It hnuw widnly acknowl-
that bjectives, the attack to flare

lmlomlnthccmnuyIldidnuwknhumanrNummwden
May 12:*...th fre nation, every citizen, y con

nity, every class ... unitedly stood up for strong action against terrorism.” Hrmwu

don't want this unity to hold. A sitting minister in

b4

ho Maclbn

. ™ din durd

Opcmlonsimlna Mlhmlghlheco\m have taken notice and legal action is being
taken, there i d Th andthe
political I show that such

Unfortunately, what the minister has said is merely a mll«llon of a divisive
polity » and it was not an isolated instance, The lhcnnvyomr:«

vh killed in the Pahal, { heavil: donline for her

totanget i y Vikram Misti and his family, par-
ticularly his daughter, were trolled mllne after he made the ceasefire announce-
ment. Trolls apparently found a communnl angle ln Ml Ml:rl s dlughw ]

Lawyer. Su

in lndln public dl-coum‘ﬂwunlly lhownhylhc cuumryom(hc pulwu.-hh

tary butalsoas that y forti Thus,
itis upon the political refrain from indulg:
ing in divisive politics for electoral gains, and the Indian state must not tolerate
those inciting such “This will al ble internal and faster

economic development.

The Budget Speech men-
tloned that central ministries are
required to come up with a three-year
plpeline of projects that can be imple-
mented In public private partnership
(PPP) mode. States are also encouraged
to do so, and can seek support from the
Indla Infrastructure Project Develop-
ment Fund scheme to prepare PPP pro-
posals. So, this ks clearly the timeto focus
onsoclal infrastructure.

Public spendingon social infrastruc- INFRATALK

five large hnwlnll were to be bullt entirely with
public funds at €1,000 crore each, the total outlay
would be £5,000 crore, However, under a 20 per cent
VGF lchemn, Ifthe private sector npn in, the gov-
ernment’s share The

Vlabllltv-gap funded projects

il ||| L
| | [ |
" n

. ,.,u:mmh Pportthe  og o0 g m w B 15 6 11 LR EEE]
VGF Is often palred with the hybeld ~ S2urce DEA
annuity model. It has been used in the
Clean Ganga Misslon for ductor ng project In Dholera, Gujarat,
"

plants.

us a PPP, the go
pays 40 per cent of the capital cost
upfront, and the operations & mainten-
ance{O&M) costs over the life of the pro-
Ject through annuity payments, This
aspect of life-cycle O&M mpomlhllny

The VGF, termed a “fiscal support agreement” In
reports, covers S0 per cent of the estimated project
costof T91,000 crore.

PPPs in social infrastructure sectoes In India still
remain relatively limited, partly due to the lack of
sector-specific MCAs, Projects with MCAs see faster
approvals — as was seen In the oft-quoted and oft-

byt asitly

MCAs for the roads sector crafted by the
late Gajendra Haldea. Since 2005, 67 VGF projects
worth $5.45 billlon have been approved, with 86 per
cent in transport and loglstics, 6 per cent In energy,
water & sanitation, but only 8 per cent In soclal

ture Is constrained by the guwmmam'l publlc projects by the state.

to fiscal W CHTENE District present another
Since most of these sectors cannot gen- major opportunity, The NITI Aayog has
erate market returns on capital enabling  adv PPP schemes to link | district
private capltal to Il¢|) fal. The gov- with new or existing private medical col-
ermnment's leges. A model (MCA) Is avall-
and de-risking mechanisms, such as viability gap  able fsuch PPPy

funding (VGF) for de-risking the otherwise non-
remunerative PPP projects,

VGF Is typlcally a capital grant for projects lml
does not
nelther equity nor debt, but a gmm that uou to
reduce the extent of capital to be serviced. Since
2008, VGF has been the primary tool for supporting
PPPs. Revamped In 2020, it now Includes three tar-
geted sub-schemes:

L.Sub-scheme 1 provides 60 per cent VGF (30 per
cent each from the Centre and the state) for water,
waste management, health, and education projects.

2.5ub-scheme 2 supports pllot projects in health

VGF need not be purely monetary. Land and
I ofutiity

Include projects in Chittoor (Andhra Pradesh) and
Bhul (Gujarat).

On tourism Infrastructure, the 3.65 km Varanasi
Ropeway project is funded by VGF — 20 per cent by
the Centre and 20 per cent by the state. VGF is belng
encouraged for other ropeway projects too.

Under the “Scheme of Upgradation of Govern-

body can tself bc aformof VGF. Such
“In-kind” contributions constitute a valki mechan-
Ism of public support,

Abroader interpretation of VGF Is crucial at this
stage of our economic development for soclal infra-
structure pfalaclm On:ly then can Indla strive ful

ward

as twin engines — puwend by pnvne u|:t;l lnd

ment ITls through PPP", 1,227 s
hmbmmwumi uuhvmhmmdnodmdmry

partner. §

y

levels of quality-of-life services.
‘The author is an lnﬁmmclunnpun He ls also

and g up inboth reach,
Onnomulnmn VGFallocatlons inrecenttimes  the founder &
h “Tata Group for

Research inputs from Vrinda Singh

Ly * > poet, refocted the very frame- odest, lter- include not anly the
e Women O a Vams . n'a works of respectability these ate, splritually noble. Inthis native-born but also the missionary
movements promoted. climate, they scorned the women, diasporic figures, and trans-
Perhaps one of the most mucous, assertive, and cami-  reglonal radicals who pated in and
BOOK ments, Mr Singh has created a poly- for the rule of a woman.” Mr Singh also racical texts In the narvative s valesque sithnian songs mlh-pedbyhm soclo-political
REVIEW phonic namativeof women wholived not — glves duespy 4 thatof the Seemnatini sungby MrSl
Just under the duress of British imperial- bered widows of Ranjit Singh. Updesh, an 1880s book d s ol Introduc-
fsm but within th his ga shifting Irreverently mocked the Ing usto Emily Eden, the artlst, traveller,
religious termain withinthe Indlansub-  woman writer, In which the d his kin, Mr d of Lord i
o ol From -r!lnnnmnve wlhnldlmlyn\uwhy Singh volume G 1 of Indla. Eds
the latter half of the 18th y. well he shad: yeam for off- of with the of Maharaja Ranjit
into hnﬁmMrbIM\m«nuhu- of imperfal d spring who would bear only women — Sufi mystics Singh's zenana— though filtered
moral anxdety. Zalnab Khatun, among the father's name. In her and reformers like Bibl through the arlentalist lens of her time—
ANANYA SINGH of Punjab’s past hdbymecoumk-l Muslim women, stands as a particularly eritique of the pativrata Makhi, Hardev also referred nnnﬂhela- constitute important
women, wha walked the fault lines of resonant figure — a ploneer wholed a dharma, the idealised moral — The Lost Heer: Women  to as Indlia's first Punjabi soclal
“The narratives of Punjab have often been  gender an Ahmed Khan codeof awife's devotion,she  In Colonlal Punjab editor, Manorma Bose, Begum  between a European woman and the
constructed through the pelsms of ifoften fortitude. fi Re Ly Marleen Singh Ashraf-Un-Nisa, doctors like clolstered elite of Punjabl womanhood.
emplre, masculinity, and political sover- Take Ranl Nur-un-Nissa of Lud- Muslim women. Similarly, Hyat Bibl, a he doubl male lished by Penguin devi, and th To Mr Singh's credit s his depth of
dyny. lnvlngllmn lpme forthe ln' hlm-.whmuwmmn withauthor-  Syed woman, founded her own girls' sexual freedom, goingsofar 544 pages 11299 unnamed women. nnuuch—lnxmlvcmml mdullxh:
lonl 'nrpmwefy were school for Muslim children. Hecarefully  asto propose that if a hus- s 's
luvmmm In 1hrLuuMn'r. Hnﬂun mmmdbypolm‘. g Or Rani moral h-ndvi-llupm-ﬂm(n. the vitality lies in Its refusal to archival mnmhl mmm mmmml
Singh Kaurof who, fol- 4 reform and the ife should | him that she too will follow Mr S| and inthe
this gaze, recovering from the margins kwdngherhusbnnd Dhanna Singh's v i I ot y Such resists the urge to ossify “Punjabl“as a hrudl.no{ his Inquiry — from the vividly
the unnamed and forgotten heers death, assumed control of the chief- Internalised. While women like Leela- rhetor) Is i hndcally h lithes to the almost spec-
taincy in the early 19th century. She sus- ‘wat, wix h withthe category. Instead, he concelves of Punjab  tral figures who flicker on the margins of
historical imagination, Drawing on tained her domain for 16 years, created ly class of reform-minded, English- a5 a K rds and
archival material, memolry, with ho, within Brah | f ughttocon-  through, arich
and ki g y noted, held “little respect moral herolsm, others, like Peero, a fiery struct adomesticated image of Indlan actors— a fluld and evolv Y. h Isawriter, X: 5
o0 oo a o0 oo - [ L 3 1} 4 0 oo
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Hasten slowly

There is no need for India to try to hastily
conclude an early bilateral deal with the US

OMMERCE AND INDUS‘I‘IV minister Piyush Gayal hudl to

agmemen( (B’I‘A) with lh- us, ‘l‘hm isa mrrmt to tamp down

P dy uwumtnndu-oflhu

dealwhichi edfo E S Jais-
hanhrgavnhlnl om\echallnnguunmundzywtwn he said the ongoing
negotlations are complex and far from final, His comments came shortly
after US President Donald Trump, speaking at a business forum in Qatar,
asserted that India had offered a trade deal with zero tariffs,“It is very hard

toull in India. India ha-oﬁnnduudealuﬁmbuhllymc!anwﬂlh\gm

lly chary A" Trump claimed,without offe

Inanycase,therel fu

y yfor carly thethreat
of recl | tariffs bei p Tmmp.‘r.auc e
start but hard tofinish, Look than our free trad TA)
with the UK as progress stalled on a few important unresolved issues but it
crossed the finishing line due to the support it received from the highest
political levels. Scarcely a day passes without further details of that FTA —
mostofitisstill notavailable in the public domain — which does not indicate
abeneficial outcome for us.
The US trade czars who Goyal will meet — notably,

§ WE ALL know like the

back of our hand, during

the 215t Conference of Par-

thes (COP21) at Paris in

2015, it was decided that

we should try and limit the rise in lln
carth's 1.5d

Pndn llmwhmmmpnrdmIr-pu
dustrial era. Of course, 1.5 °C Is the
mean temperature, which implies that

1.5 °C. The fact is that we have already
croased the mean temperature of 1.5 °C
In 2024 as reported by some nrynlu
thons.

Nations Framework Convention on Cli-
mate Change (UNFCCC) paints a plcture

Howard Lutnick and United States Trade Representative Jamieson Greer —
have also indicated that the BTA will take time. As 7,000 tariff lines are
involved, it takes work, stated Luml:l:. who addld lha( lhc iul( ~concluded
US-UKFTAwill actas a bluep dentally, the
US-UK deal has been criticised forlxmg rushed through to mpn'l'mmp s
tariffs on steel and cars — a pact that Isdom'loa pro(mloﬂpnymml toa

bboss than aliberalisi argued
Alan Beattic of the Financlal Times. So if the US-UK deal s the template for
our BTA, therewill be pressure not only for massive tariff cuts but also strate-
glccommitments,

that Is more grim when compared to the

tetaryof previ "
ised by such as the
. " the Lnkted

Nations Development Programme in
their publications titled the State of Cli-
mate Action and Climate q
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® ENERGY EQUATION
CHINA, LIKE INDIA, HAS INCREASED COAL-BASED CAPACITY, BUT IT HAS PURSUED RENEWABLE WITH EQUAL VIGOUR

Pursuing fossils differently

SOMIT DASGUPTA

Seniar visiting fellow, KCRIER

ALION'S SHARE

Addition to coal-based capacity (in GW)

150

= World wm India & China

100
) nhlii h.
) n n

2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2028 2024

Report, respectively. Inorder to givea fillip
to renewable power generation, It was
agrnd [durlng COP28) (h.n venewnbh

site of the Global Energy Monitor, an
organisation which analyses data fora

70% to 61% in the last 10 years or so,
whereas in the case of India the share of
coal Is almost staticat about 75%.

@ ART OF THE DEAL

Union external affairs minister S Jaishankar

Any trade deal has to be mutually beneficial;

it has to work for both countries. That would
be our expectation from the trade deal. Until that is
done, any judgement on it would be premature

46% and 4 2% respectively) compared to
sub-critical technology (about 35%) and
hence, they burn less coal and allows one
to economise on carbon emissions.
Coming to environmental norms for
the power sector, China introduced very
strict environmental norms way back in
2011.The noems, ly fornew
th, were as good as or even stricter than
what

Idmlarnﬂuopduﬂphnﬂun(ﬁ‘w

installing them muth carlier (2006) and
consequently, by 2013, the country had
installed FGDs practically for its entire
fleet of coal-based generating capacity.
India introduced its revised environ-
mental norms in 2015, which were also
comparable to world standards except
We kept on postponi
some pmnl ort lhn ot

ompliance on
and in some

of FGDs is pathetic and almost no state
C

ral sector plants too, the compliance rate

There is yet another
between the Indian and Chinese coal-
based

efndem:y should b: doubled by 20 30, lnnnn in tlpl:;ly In Chlna has enabled
These are noble th but not easy to
dmmvnrlounnwms'how unmwlt!\apu

Goyal's agenda in the forthcoming ions includ, idi
greater access for US good.l rulu ef orlgln and nddmllng non- nrlff bam
ers like licences,
propertyrights (IPRs).India, forlupart,hnwarmdthc US that itmayimy

y tariffs on certain US prods son
steel and aluminium. There ls a need for llmllax strategic intent to ensure
that we retain policy space on non-tariff barriers like IPRs. Taking lessons
from our UK FTA, there is no need to agree to rules that weaken our patents
regime and threaten the industry's ability to produce affordable generic
dmngc havealso provided far- lud-dnaaccmtn UK ﬂrms to participate

'I'heUKwal

Ing P PP

lngtlwnumhermddunuonofbullmvlmorvhuuno(fer Amajor galn
nodoubt was the Double Contrib professi-
onalswillb riby forthreeyears.
Allof this hasa bnﬂngun Indh’l BTAnqothliom inWashington. There Is
noneed to push foran early deal that entalls surrendering policy space.

Nissan is dying, taking
globalisation with It

INRETROSPECT, YOU can put a date on the moment globalisation peaked: Jan-
uary 24, 2018, In the rarefied winter air of Davos, Switzerland, Carlos Ghosn —
then boss of the lpuwung alllanu ol Nissan Motor, Renault, and Mluuhhhl
Motors — was asked f tariffs on wash-
ing and y President Donald Trump.
Flush with the confidence of dellvmng sales results confirming the Alllanu
was lhnwmld‘uhlggﬂl urgmupby and with hiseyeona
Iy "ldon’t see any-
thing that m‘! to Iud toa huvy significant burst of protectionism,” he told

The tectonic phlu were already nhlftlng Within weeks, Nissan insiders had
started tohis arrest later that year and
dummcencape from [apan In 2019, The fractured group has since spent the best

of adecade tr f its French and Japan
ose llmhwllh Nlnan unmum:emenl nh%'lo 9 billion (§4.5 billion) loss on
fts 17 factories, one of theworld's

great k m_\uk it

The stock Is now mdlnalllw scrap metal, at less than a quarter of the value of
the assets on its books. Its debt Is also junk, in the view of all three major ratings
firms, Its ¥1.3-trillion market cap s less than the ¥1.5-trillion value of its net cash,

NewCEO Ivan Espinosa, just months into the job after his predecessor Makoto
Uchida stepped down follnwlng an abomw mnrgn
attempt with Honda Motor, &
turing plan in ﬂv-ynn.ll 's mostlya mhnl-dvmlonof
the last
Itwon't be enough to stanch the bleeding.

The opportunity to fix this was during the previous
seven years, when the global car Industry was undergo
ing its most dramatic revolution since the dawn of the
Internal engine. But Nissan was d
by the fratricidal bitterness left over from Ghosn's ous-

ev« itis not the objective of this plece to
elaborate on this,
Instead, one will tryand give a picture
of what has really happened when it
ridt prs

ofa
little more than 6,000 units. This, inci-
dentally, is better than the European
Unlon'saverage.
Although both India and China have

L
eration after the Paris Agreement. Glob.
ally, coal-based generation capacity has
seen an increase of about 661 watts
(Gw) since 2015, India and China alone

760 Ith

h

added | coal-based capacity,
there is a difference. China, along with
adding to its coal-based capacity, has
made huge addition to its renewable-
based gmcntln‘g capacity as well. China

China's role Is more dominant. While
China has added about 419 Gw since
2015, India has added 87 Gw. So effec-
tively, since 2015, China has added to its
coal-based generating capacity, which is
Hiasd

added 389Gy
pertod 2015- 2024 while the

Ing figure for wind power is 322 Gw. ln
sharp contrast, India added only 66 Gwin
solar capacity and about 19 Gw of wind
capacity in the same period. Speaking of

capacity and that is
related to technology. China has about
380 Gw of ultra-super critical units and
about 311 Gw of super crmul unll;

Isless than 5%of the capacity. ‘l‘hepmam

sector

ut 130 ap. FGDs,
y %

the efficacy of Installing FGDs since thelr
study (conducted in 2023) revealed that
Inan attempt to capture sulphur oxides
fwhich ks the lobof FGDs)carbon dioxlde &

Together, these two
prise about 60%0! its total coal- hned

belng lelan:-d. implying that FGDs Is

capacity.The
lyabout 3.6 Gwof ult

Tost Ithough China has added

pe
critical units and about 70 Gw of super
critical units. Together, they account for
about 3304 of the total coal-based capac-
ity. Further, ultra-super critical technol -
oy has been deployed in China for more
than 20 years but India has had ultra-

super critical units dm lhe last loynm

tolts coal
ifold, thasg o

with equal vigour. Also, nopl‘ﬁave been
taken to contain carbon emissions
through the adoption of superior tech-
nology and also by adopting strict envi-

only. For

almost five times of what Indi

(3 gt Y
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Awinning formula for digital inclusion

The BharatNet-PM-Wani combo can bridge our digital

TV RAMACHANDRAN

Hon, fellow, ineering and
and president, Broadband India Forum

divide, empower local economies, and secure India’s
place as a leader in people-centric digital innovation

BHARATNET, THE world's largest rural
optical fibre roll-out project, has quietly
been laying the groundwork for India's
digital future. Covering about two lakh
gram pmduyan.vnlh a target of con

black holes, there can now be Wi-Fi bea-
cons lighting up villages, bus stops, com-

Mobile broadband alone cannot provide
the desired level of quality consistency,
A rosill Lfor

eral awareness about public Wi-Flamong
users. However,the good news is that none

munity halls,and

ln:g:m India's digital citi-
zens: Iulpmklntlmmmn‘mmn)

necting every village, Bh delivers
hlg’l lpmd.lahbh broadband infrastru-
Ontopof

lhh han:khonz for last-mile mnan!y,
the Prime Minister's Wi-FiAccess Network
Interface (PM-Wanl) decentralises this

ofth Salu-

the next level of digital evol " | nos-
Flxed wireless access (via public Wi-Fi) sibly due to b‘ndugu by some incum

can deliver higher bandwidth at lower  bents. However, mobile operators need to

(UP1), DigiLocker, e-Shram,
Bharat DI

and

1gly use public Wi-Fi to manage
ffic,not

Open Network for Digital Commerce are
only as powerful as the connectivity that
enables them, PM- Wanl hotspots, mini

I and wpp\m larger,
ﬂmd davku Ilh lman TVs, PCs, and

of (hﬂrmmm‘m“mwpmrrwuhlp
with Hellum is a shining example. The

Dy canact mlnlllar public looks to the regulator and policy-
P and light-touch it astheramps to India’s DI termed every public Wi-Fi ublg-
[ openWi high I hotspot as a mini data cen ultous broadband in [ndia. With policy
i fpublicdata  to access banking and gov. tre by virtue of the amount action, public-private collaboration, and
:ﬁu LPDOI) — local entrepreneurs,  ernment n:rvkn without Wm:ymon, ::‘ ddnbzy thh:l w?l\.ll,ld:;han— lnnp x thechal-
na shops,and g long d led by them. The Bharat- s canbe overcome.
Ahuge opportunity awaits us in pub- into dicine con- llaboration, and  Net- M boall correctly, the Bh
lic Wi-Fi. The ruling telecom pnlky,thn sultations, enrol in digital strong community India to leapfrog beyond I'M Wani combo can bridge nunﬂglul
National Digital Ce Policy d skilling pro- mobile-centric  access,  divide
2018, lam‘iﬂd 10 million hotspots by grammes, sell products in P the building a richer, multi mrclndh’lﬂamualnd«ln le«
2022 and the Natlonal 6G Vision has ask national digital market- canbe digital g India has rightly
edfor blic Wi-Fi by places, and more. overcome d global ad:

2030.France, nmallurmunn.hnpnncd
to have 13 million public Wi-Fi hotspots,
amnilnglnmfm the Telecom Reg-

DAVID

sults his
HCKUNG case. Atthat zom Davos mmlng,ﬁhmn muld dalm to

s bi -
san has Iumly rown EV sales since.

Espinosa’s latest plans to revive its China unit seem like a bad oke, too: Sales
there have fallen by about half since 2019, He's hoping to turn this around witha
rnnn on plug-in vehicles, but Nissan Is starting from so far back it's barely visible,

sold 12,641 EVsand luﬁ‘ln hybrids in China last year, giving it less
mm 0,104 of the local market an: ng to crack the top 60 local new-energy
vehicle brands, Detroit huduhwllh the turbulence of the past decade by retreat-
||ls 'mnwm’lwork for Nissan,which Isstill
d we're living in.

Itsa hpamm businessin name only: Despite xmunllmlnrd 3% of| jobsand
about 359 of manufacturing assets, just 160 of sales are athome. More than half
of revenues are in North America, and about 30% of the vehicles produced In its
|apanese factories are exported to the same market, Trump's 25% tariff on auto
Iimports are more than sufficient to wipe any profits from that trade.

Nissan's revival since 1999 by a sug French-Brazilian-Leb: Xecu
tive was a parable for the successes of globalisation. Ghosn himself was felt for
years to embody *Davos Man', the globe-trotting bosses who made a pilgrimage
1o a Swiss ski resort for the annual World Economic Forum. Under the surface,
though, nationalism never really went away. For all the purely corporate fallures
that led to its downfall, a shadowy proxy war between factions of the French and

Japanese gov - triby Just as much. .

ter. Even now, roughly one-sixth of lhn lalul

Id where the
major umnhm hlbmmc at hom: wlll b¢ an unfriendly one for almost every
China, Momphuwllhllnlah manufa

" i doe In E\ llothers. The world's
best :hmco of holding back this compmllve omlaughl was to work together ac-
The collapse of Ni f that future,

hority of India. Against these

Boost to rural entre-

Resill apr
ead Unlike cen-

preneurship: Through a
decentralised army of PDOs, PM-Wani

structure ﬂ\rm,;h’mkmmlnpnmun.

Agal
bmchmnh lndh has barely 0.5 million
— quite dep However,
the synergistic duoof BharatNet and PM-
Wani, India can be quite optimistic

acritical factor for
AWI-Flaccess point can cost as littleas
€10,000-20,000. Ewnmodnlmlm

tralised mobile networks

vulnerable to congestion or disaster

related fallures, distributed public Wi-Fi

BharatNet creates a resilient,

multi-node network. Even if one node
rby

tlatives like UPI and Aadhaar. Now, Btur
atNet and PM-Wani offer the next leap.A
Y

[y b 4

with users acv.rvnlrn’;;‘l’iullm:at!.«*lnm‘f
tion, entertainment, banking, and digital

fails, others to serve
users, In times af crisis — floods, pan-

lakhs of rural entrepreneurs
run small but profitable digital services
b nd T t

because of the following advantages, orbundied service ! lling  demics, ~ this y Indian,
Last mile y,atlastwithin g p d dis notust |
ch areas, ) able rural d emergy o iswaiting for this vision to be realised.
of mobile towers or private broadband  ifbackhaul cost Is lnpl mi-omhlo Hurdles remain, such as ll:‘ptw::g
extensions simply don't add up, Sparse 's quality, strengthening Pl Research inputs by Shubhvika Salufa,
populations and difficult terrains deter  del: India's mobile data lwnlullnn has  business models through bundled ser- pudy di & policy,
Investments. Using BharatNet and PM- been remarkable but has led to a some- vices and incentives, rationalising tariffs Broadband India Foundation
Wanl,wh there what lopsided digital infrastructure, for PDO connections,and enhancing gen- WViews are personal
THE EDITOR
Reduci ng medical costs  scanner for lack of transparency and Under the guise of spending huge reduce prices a scientific system of
not passing the benefits of rebates. sUMs to bring out a new molecule, pricing a product with reasonable
Apropos of “Wrong medicine" (FE, The President's move, if implemented patent right is given for 20 years to profit may be brought in, Though

May 15) Donald Trump's latest policy
is going to impact both m«kn and
Medicaid. Trump tried to brin:

prices down towards the ofh-s
first tenure but could not succeed.
The middlemen like United Health and
Cigna will feel the heat as the US
President wants drugmakers to sell
more products directly to patients, in
any case, they have been under the

successfully, will reduce medical costs
;»omfumiy nnd bridge the 9ap with

m.yﬁndnfmubhvfu\tywtwul
directly to Medicare and Medicaid.
~Bal Govind, Noida

Bitter pill for pharma

Treating pharmaceuticals like any
other commercial industry is wrong.

exclusively manufacture and market a
new medicine. The exorbitant price at
which such molecules are sold
deprives the ailing masses of their
benefits. Further, the patent holder
utilises the statutory provisions to
make it an evergreen patent by
effecting insignificant changes in the
dosage, usage, etc. Instead of just
compelling pharma companies to

Donald Trump's arder is a bitter pill for
the pharma manufacturers, itis a
welcome move for the ailing Eoopl-.
Indian pharma companies, who are
enjoying the benefits of competitive
pricing, should make a serious plan to
sustain their generic market in the US,
~AG Rajmohan, Anantapur
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Editor’s
TAKE

A bold voice at the
helm of the judiciary

Justice BR Gavai known to be fair and frank,
becomes the 52nd Chief Justice of India

n May 14, 2025, Justice Bhushan Ramksishna Gavai was swom in
Oum 52nd Chief Justice of India in a ceremony held at
Rashtrapati Bhavan, marking a historic moment for the Indian
Judiciary. Swom in by President Droupadi Murmu, Justice Gavai
etched his name into history not just for his judicial achievements, but
also as the first Buddhist to ascend to the position of Chief Justice of
India. His rise signals both a deep personal legacy and a broader
societal progression.

Bom on November 24, 1960, in Amravati, Maharashtra, Justice
Gavai's joumey to the highest judicial post in the country has been one of
steady perseverance and service. His father, Ramakrishna Suryabhan
Gavai — fondly as —wasa Dalit
leader and former Govemor of Bihar. The values of soclal justice and
constitutional fidelity clearly found resonance in the life and work of his
son. Justice Gavai began his legal practice in 1885 and soon established
himself in the field of constitutional and administrative law. After
practicing independently at the Bombay High Court and later primarily at
its Nagpur Bench, he was appointed as an Additional Judge of the
Bombay High Court in 2003 and became a permanent judge in 2005. His
elevation to the Supreme Court came in May 2019,

Known within legal circles as a bold and decisive judge who does not
hesitate to speak his mind, Chief Justice Gavai brings a strong judicial
temperament to the bench. He has been part of several landmark
verdicts, : The of the of Article 370, a
pivotal constitutional decision redefining Jammu and Kashmir's status.
The striking down of the electoral bonds scheme, reinforcing
transparency in political funding. A ruling allowing states to sub-classify
Scheduled Castes for more targeted affimative action — an affirmation
of social justice within the bounds of constitutional federalism. His
swearing-in was not just ceremonially grand but emotionally resonant.
Taking the oath in Hindi, Chief Justice Gavai underscored his rootedness
and accessibility. Though Chief Justice Gavai's tenure is relatively short —
ending on November 23, 2025 — it is expected to be eventful. Crucial
hearings lie ahead, particularly concerning challenges to the Places of
Worship Act and the Wagf (Amendment) Act of 2025. His leadership
during this period could significantly shape the court’s approach to
«questions of religious identity, minority ights, and constitutional
interpretation. In the days following his appointment, Justice Gavai is
expected to convene a meeting of all Supreme Court judges to articulate
his vision and gather their insights.

Even with the court's upcoming summer recess, at least three benches
will continue to function — indicating his intent to maintain judicial
momentum. Chief Justice Gavai's elevation is more than just an

—itis charged with the promise of
clarity, conviction, and inclusivity. His ability to balance assertive
judgments with constitutional humility will define his months at the helm.

-

/-
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The symphony of retribution

Through calculated strikes and unwavering resolve, Prime Minister Modi delivered not just punishment,
but a message: the canvas of Indian resolve is not to be misread

instance of what one might
arguably be artistry in the conduct
of a battle, leaving aside a war. This is not
surprising, Art is usually associated with
the practice or creation of a work of beau-
ty, alming for perfection; for example, the
Ta!rMamd.
he dome Is flanked by the four
minarets, which, as it were, seem to sup-
port the dome and provide a frame to the
maln structure of the Mahal, from a dis-
tance. For my part, [ cannot think of any-
one worthy of mention who practices this
art on the battlefield except for Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, who is no pro-
fessional military general.

Also to be borne in mind is the fact that
the scope of modern conflict is not con-
fined to land, but covers the sea and skies,
outer space, cyberspace and artificial
intelligence.

The horrific outrage committed on the
afternoon of April 22 at Pahalgam was
unusually barbaric in the spectre of terror-
ism. The Prime Minister, therefore, con-
demned it unequivocally, as well as touch-
ingly. He then went on to promise that the
barbarians who did this would soon meet
n{pm riate punishment of such severity
that they would remember it for life.

The PM did not move away from the
canvas of terrorism and repeatedly remind-
ed the pe:relumrs that their just punish-
ment and swift retribution were soon
coming; they ought not to think otherwise
even If it took a few more days to happen.

Some of the terrorists and their masters
in Pakistan did begin to feel that Indias PM
was perhaps easing off from the lssue.
A lot of people at home too might have
felt that perhaps the PM was beginning to
forget.

After all, the head of a country’s
Government has files upon files of work
pouring in every day from the secretariats.

I met three persons on the evening of
May 6 who told me to forget any punish-
ment or retribution; the issue was “becom-
ing too old", they told me. Come 1:30 in the
morning the same night nine centres of ter-
ror in the territory of Pakistan and Pak-
occupied Kashmir (PoK) were reduced to
ashes by India’s cruise missile attacks.

Any number of merchants of terror and
murder were (Jrﬁtled and struck, leaving
innumerable dead and others wounded. In
less than 25 minutes, the heart of Pakistan
was destroyed by Indian armed retribution.
According to reliable information, more
than 200 terrorists have been killed.

They were also mourned, for their ‘ser-

¢ it the history of Europe, or that
an Asia, it is difficult to find an

vice' to their ideology and state, as that
country’s seniormost military officials did
not forget to be pre-
sent to offer their
salutes before the
funerals. Pakistan's
behaviour has proved
its umbilical ties to
all such elements
whether with or
without a uniform.
In any other coun-
try, the coffins of the
terror merchants
would not have seen
such official atten-
dance.

Come the morning of the 8th, the dis-
pensing of punishment continued by the
Indian armed forces continued unabated,
with the terrorists being the only target. No
clvillan was targeted and hit; only the pur-
veyors of terror were sent to their graves.
By early evening, up to a total of 200 ter-
rorists had been rewarded with burial cer-
emonies, but only them and no others.
Apart from this, (l of Pakistan’s elite air
force bases and its Chi de air

defence systems were destroyed in devas-
tating Indian missile strikes, with
Islamabad reduced to pathetic helplessness.

There are few artists whose arms are
strong enough to not veer from the art mas-
ter’s desire.

Long before a mistake was made, the
enemy’s pleading for a ceasefire was chival-
rously conceded. That ks art, where an artist
paints on, without fault or anger. So much
so, that even the enemies’ cries are
answered with chivalry.

To leave PM Modi alone and isolated
wouldn't make a symmetry. If one were to
think of a peer, one can think of only Otto
von Bismarck, who made himself
Chancellor of Germany from that of
un11y Prussia.

here were any number of principalities
and cities, such as Hanover, Saxony, Hesse-
Cassel, Dresden, Schwelg, Nassau,
Frankfurt, Altenburg, Coburg, Weimar,
Sondershausen, Rundstedt, Mecklenburg
Strelitz, Oldenburg, Braunschweig,
Hamburg, Lubeck, etc. Patiently and sys- -
tematically, Bismarck persuaded, pres-
surised, threatened, and charmed but

d to 1 them into what

was his dream of a united Germany.
Surprisingly, it Is not very different from
its map even today.

No doubt, after the defeat of Adolf Hitler
in World War 11, East Germany, L.e., most
of Prussia was forcibly incorporated into
the Soviet bloc as the German Democratic
Republic (GDR).

By its good fortune, East and West
Germany were reunited when the Berlin
Wall was brought down by common folk
in 1991. Otto Von Bismarck’s “blood
and kron” policies of the 1860s did not go
10 waste,

In a somewhat different way to India’s,
German history in this context can be
described as artistic. Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel and Otto von Bismarck have often
been compared by historians as architec-
turally admirable.

Sardar Patel of course, was in the con-
text of integrating the subcontinents
princely states? 563 of them Into the
Indian Union with hardly any bloodshed.

(The writer is & well-knows colsmssist, sn suther sad

a former member of the Rajya Sabha;
Views are personal)

Tackling climate change with green mobility

SECOND
O pinion

> should be electric. Encouragingly, in Q1 of 2025,
EV sales g;ew by more than 50 per cent com-

pared to U

sign that public acceptance of clean mobility is

e previous year — an unmistakable

limate change is no longer knocking on

our doors — it's inside our homes. From

Delhi’s smogchoked alr to Mumbal’s
unpredictable monsoons and the scorching
heatwaves sweeping across the country, the evi-
dence Is all around us. The only question that
remains is: how quickly can we respond? One
of the most immediate and impactful ways to
address this crisis lies in how we travel.

Transport contributes nearly 23 per cent of
global carbon emissions (Source: IEA). In India,
road transport alone accounts for over 12 per
cent of energy-related CO2 emissions (Source:
RMI), a number that Is growing rapidly with
increasing urbanisation and rising vehicle own-
ership. India’s mobility story needs a decisive shift
toward sustainability.

Electric vehicles (E\’s). efficient public trans-
port, walking, cycling, and shared mobility can-
not remain niche solutions — they must become
the new normal.

This isn't just a strategy to lower emissions; it's
a vision for cleaner air, healthier communities,
and more liveable cities. Currently, our roads are
dominated by petrol and diesel — powered vehi-

Letters to the Editor

gaining ground. However, the real gamechang-
er lies not just in private electric vehicles, but in
electrifying public transport — especially buses.
These are the lifelines of our cities, connecting
millions every day across soclo-economic lines.
An electric bus does far more than reduce
tailpipe emissions.

1t eases noise pollution, lowers urban conges-
tion, and replaces dozens of individual vehicles
on the road. Brands like NueGo, GreenCell
Mobility’s electric intercity bus service, are
already demonstrating how clean, comfortable,
and safe electric transport can become a mainstream real-
ity in India. Addressing climate change is not the sole

P lity of G or large corp —1t
requires collective effort. Industry must lead with inno-
vation, policymakers must create the right incentives, and
citizens must embrace sustainable choices. Together, we
must rethink how we move. Sustainable maobility is about
more than clean fuel. It’s about building a fairer, health-
ler, and more liveable India — for ourselves and for future

cles. The consequences are all too familiar: dete-
riorating air quality, rising carbon levels, and
escalating public health risks. A report by the
Energy and Resources Institute (TER]) warns
that if we do not act, transport emissions in
India could Increase sixfold In the coming
decades, These issues are more than abstract
concerns — they pose tangible risks to the
da&l{ lives and well-being of millions"
ere s cause for optimism. India’s electric
vehicle ition is gathering
The Government has set clear and ambitious
oals: by 2030, 30 per cent of new cars and
) per cent of two and three-wheelers sold

In Ajmer, an egrat is buliding Its nest on a tree. It works carefully,
gathering twigs %o make a sale home for its family, high up
where it feels safe.

PTI

B The path is clear. The technology exists. The
time to act Is now.

(The weiter is MD & CEQ, GreenCell Mobilty.
Views are personsl)

IRRATIONAL DRUG PRICES

The ongoing human crisis in Gaza

The situation in Gaza Is very painful. Many innocent
children are dying because of hunger and lack of
medicine. It is reported that more than 57 children have
already died from starvation. The pictures of weak and
starving children are heartbreaking. This is not just a war,
it is cruelty. Cutting off food, water, and medical aid is a
huge Injustice. It is very regretable that the world is silent.
1 suppose we must speak for the people of Gaza.
All humans, especially children, have the right to live. The
world should help them quickly. This is the time to show
real humanity.

China renames Arunachal Pradesh

India on Wednesday (May 14) rejected China’s attempt
10 assign names to more Jocations in Arunachal Pradesh,
asserting that such “creative naming” would not change
the fact that the state is an integral part of the country.
On Sunday, China’s Ministry of Civil Affairs released the
fifth batch of standardised geographical names for
Arunachal Pradesh.

This follows previous releases, including 30 names in
March 2025, In April 11, 2023, 15 in an earller batch, and
six in the first list issued In 2021 and 2017, respectively.
Chinese Forelgn Ministry Lian Jian relterated Chinas

Silent sufferings of migrant workers

When will the various forms of torment inflicted upon
Indian citizens — by both State and non-State actors — final-
ly come to an end, right here in a country that daims 1o
bedong equally to people of all languages, religions, reglons,
and communities?

Why must hardworking migrant kabourers from Bengal,
seeking an honest livelihood, face humiliation and violence?
Why are they heckled by local goons in Odisha and forced
to flee without their belongings or hard — earned wages?

Why are their counterparts in Sikar, Rajasthan, detained
for days in police custody under the pretext of “interroga-

QAQASMI | KATHMANDU  claim that the reglon, referred to as “Zangnan' by  tion"and “identification simply for working ata brick kiln? . i Thestak

Beljing, Is part of Chinese territory. Zangnan is part of If their authenticity as Indian citizens ks to be questioned I N s flowed
The Houthis stroke of luck Chinas territory. The Chinese Government has standard-  despite possessing Aadhaar and Voter ID cards, then the oy g"‘ k%0 Sencties purely e "‘* [loatrates Sis. madal

ized the names of some parts of Zangnan. This is with-  Government must come clean. . by + g oy
The Houthis had a stroke of luck, managing to down fif-  in China’s sovereign rights. The fifth list released on  On one hand, Aadhaar is made compulsory for count- m“z"“r‘nmm' "-::::“m—"-:mm
teen US MQ-9 Reaper drones using locally modified mis-  Sunday included 27 geographical features, covering moun-  less procedures; on the other, its validity is ly chal- _“m Ju by high "-"‘m ::‘-. pilfor :m.." they .::’
siles. Adding to Americas woes, two costly F/A-18  tains, rivers, lakes, passes, and residential areas.  len, I it's time to harass the marginalised. This @rugs out of resch for many. welcome relief for patients.
Hornets were lost — one mistakenly shot down by its own India has firmly rejected China’s repeated attempts to  duplicity must end. And let the bigoted and the intoler- ‘Moreower, s approach the
fire and the other slipping off the alrcraft carrier Truman  rename locations in Arunachal Pradesh, reaffirming the  ant answer honestly: is it now an unpardonable crime in g ‘minor  glot
during a sharp sea maneuver. Additionally, a stealth F-35  state’s integral status within India. Despite Chinas “New India" to be born into the religious c of e needs urgent which
and an F-16 were shot down by the Houthis. These inci-  release of five name lists since 2017, including 27 new  Kazi Nazrul Islam, to s the of Rabindranath reform. merely incentivising prioritises people
dents highlight not {m technical vulnerabilities but  entries, India maintains that such symbolic m?nns can-  Tagore, and to come fr’:f:j: mgl:?x‘;:? has sacrificed th oot .‘3' :‘; : _’:::’mm
also a worrying lapse In operational discipline. and poor  not alter blished facts or its ignty  most in blood, land, and lives for Indias independence? The AG RAIMOHAN | AMBALA
coordination. over the region. system lacks ransparency, enabling pharma
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fensive but also d.

i sent their sister 10 return the favour, We
couldnt undress them, so we sent a daughter
from their community. .. You widowed sisters
of our community, 0 a sister of your com-
munity will strip you naked” He went on to
declare, “Modi-)i proved that the daughters
of your caste can be sent to Pakistan to take

revenge”

Worse, the reprehensible speech was made
I the presence of several prominent BJP
leaders, inchuding Union Minister of State for
Women & Child Development Savitrl Thakur
and MLA and former Cabinet minister Usha
“Thakur. Thelr presence and silence during the
speech have raised serious questions
and the I of hate

mh in political discourse,
Colonel Qureshi, the officer targeted
Shah's remarks, has served her country witl

MP Minister’s hate speech
underlines toxicity in publlc life

THE Madhya Pradesh High Court must be
lauded for taking suo motu cognizance of
the shocking and disgraceful remarks made
by state Minister Vijay Shah against Colonel
Sophia Qureshi. In a move that underscores
the judiciary’s role in upholding constitution-
al values, the court has ordered the Director
General of Police (DGP) 1o register a First
Information Report (FIR) against the minis-
ter for his derogatory, communal, and sexist
comments. The court’s directive was clear and
urgent: the FIR must be filed by the evening of
the same day, or the DG P could face contempt

proceedings.

Shahis remarks were not only deeply d
in their !
undertones and mho(ynmx framing, Refer-
ring to Operation Sindoor, Shah said, “They
stripped Hindus and killed them, and Modi-

Je Wing C "
Vynmih ﬁingb. she has been the public face
of the Indian military during briefings on
Operation Sindoor, These two women offic-
ers regularly accompanied Foregn Secretary
Vikram Misri in press conferences, exem-
plify lism and courage under
pmﬁ.ma being celebrated, they
have been subjected to vile attacks and derog-
atory insinuations for thelr role in a sensitive
military operation.

By the by, Misri and his daughter also be-
came the targets of some other saffronites
They were subjected to sockal media troll-
ing and abuse for his '’ of announcing the
ceasefire between Indiaand Pakistan—as if he
decided to stop the hostilities between the two
nations! In res, 10 the online harassment,
the Indian Administrative Service (IAS) As-

sociation issued a strong statement condemn-
Ing the personal attacks on Misri, reaffirming
thebr support for civil servants who carry out
their duties with integrity.

The two episodes highlight a deeper malaise
in Indian public life: the increasing acceptance
of communal, sexist, and inflammatory theto-
ric in political speeches and the toxic target-
ing of civil and military officials. The role of
the judiclary, in this case, becomes even more
critical. By demanding accountability and
setting strict deadlines for police action, the
Madhya Pradesh HC has sent a strong mes-
sage that hate speech will not be tolerated un-
der the shield of political privilege.

It is high time the Central

() LETTERS

Remembering Sir Arthur Cotton

N May 15, on his birthday it is apt to remember the

eminent British engineer, Sir Arthur Cotton who
played a pivotal role in the construction of the original
anicut on the Godavari River at Dowaleswaram near Ra-
Jahmundry. This anicut, completed in 1852, is often re-
ferred to as the Dowleswaram Barrage. it's more accurate-
Iy known as the Dowleswaram Barrage, which was later
ln:«d and upgraded to the Sir Arthur Cotton Barrage

as well as leaders from the mlm Bharatiya
Janata Party and its ideological parent, the
Mﬂya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), took
uan to cleanse the politkal arena
aml the public sphere of such venom, Demo-
cratk w\kﬁulhﬂw not on intimidation m-l
divisiveness, but on respect for the Constitu-
tion, equality, and the dignity of all citizens.
The country owes its officers—civil and mili-
tary—not mmhnhnhcmm
thelr service

( called the Godavarl Barrage) in the lat
ter part of the 20th century. Sir Arthur Cotton’s inkiative
and engineering skills were crucial in transforming the
Godavarl delta into a fertile Agricultural Region, protect-
ing It from floods and famines. His contributions are still
remembered and honoured in the reglon today.
Kantamsetti Lakshman Rao, Visakhapatnam

MP Minister has goofed up
HE MP cabinet minister, Vijay Shaw, has made a
Qureshi deserves

|mvmlunkd His remark on Col.
to be cond d without any reservations and second

BEING A LOW- TRUST SOCIETY!

i
K. KRISHNA SAGAR RAO

ur  civilisation  has
driven  societies of
the past to be of high

trust. The Hindu way of life
and its culture have ensured
honesty, integrity, truth, and
simplicity amongst the ¢iti-
zens of this nation for cen-
turles. However, after our
soclety started moving away
from our own culture, ethos
and its behavioural guid-
ance, our families and socle-
ties are heavily impacted by
borrowed culture and lack of
any value guklance. Globali-
sation, hyper-capitalism have
transformed our soclety into
o greedy, self-serving entity
bereft of trust and coopera-
tion.

ine walking into a
mib;-uhfmhud wh’:vr every-
one locks thelr doons, avolds
eye contact, and hesitates to
help. That's the vibe of a low-
trust sockety, a place where
people assume the wonst
about cach other, institutions,
and systems. 165 not just about
scepticiam; it's o deep-rooted
belief that others can't be re-
lied upon, and this mindset
shapes everything from daily
interactions, workplace s
sues, family conflicts and all
the way to how a nation func-
tions. So, what exactly is a
low-trust society, and have we
turned Into one?

A lowtrust sodety is one
where suspicion  overshad-
ows  cooperation.  People
dont trust thelr neighbours,
coworkers, leaders, and even
their own family members to
act with integrity or falmess

mand righd contracts, heavy-
handed laws, or constant sur-
velllance because they donlt
believe others will act ethi-
cally without force. Another
Indicator is sheer loudness,
noise, and high decibel levd
communication in family and
WO settings. Individu
als of any age and role tend to
be loud, nolsy, and at times
even abusive to get their point
across, as they believe gentle
communication will not ylekd
tod outcomes.
whcn trust is absent, peo-
justify  bending rules,
lhn nepotism, or mmr‘
corners become normal be.
cause ‘everyone’s doing i’ An
we advance, low-trust socke-
thes nomalise les, decelt, and
fraud, leading to progressive
neration,

Fconomically,  lowtrust
socketies build  walls, not
bridges. Businesses hesitate to
Inwest, fearing unfalr compe-
titkon or unrellable partners.
Entreprencurs face hundles
securing loans, finding rei-
able partners, excessive litiga-
ton, and a kack of sockl and
financlal support systems. In
addition, low-trust environ-
ments breed ineffickency, re-
source wastage, low-quality
ddivery, and high attrition;
think of the time wasted hag-
ing over every single inter-
action, plan, deal, or resolving
an unending loop of disputes.

Living in a low-trust soche-
ty feels ke navigating a maxe
Nindfolded. 1ty exhausting,
hepless, and at times quite
londy. The key indicaton of &
low-trust socikety are chronk
cynicism, normalized decelt,
random fraud, transactional
relationships, brazen corrup:
tion, bureaucracy, economi
stagnation, and social isola.
thon, Recognising that we are
erz:n alow-trust sockty s

it step towards rebuild-
ing soclal trust, one small
act of collective goodwill at a
time, if we intend 1o revense

thi

courts, and media are seen as

t or self-serving. This
Isn't about healthy scepticism
but a pervasive expectation
of betrayal. ts like living in
a game where everyones
playing defence, hoarding re-
sources, trying to cheat, and
guarding their backs. The re-
sult? A fractured community
that struggles 10 co-exist, co-
operate, collaborate, innovate,
or even feel emotionally and
physically secure.

You can spot a Jow-trust
soclety by its tell-tale signs.
Firnst, theres rampant cyni-
clam. People assume politi-
clans are lars, businesses are
exploitative, and even stran-

ers have ulterior motives.
‘hln shows up in everyday
life: think of the person who
triple-checks theirbill at a res-
taurant or avokds sharing per-
sonal detalls with colleagues.
Second, all social interactions
become transactional Rela-
tionships, whether with fam-
ily, friends, colleagues, neigh-
bours, or service providers,
lack warmth or goodwill

You will notice less help,
fewer favours
less volunteering. lower col-
laboration, and a reluctance
10 engage In community

How a society transforms
into a low-trust society: 6
Key Drivers
As stated carlier, a low-trust
sockety Is chamcterized by
widespread scepticsm  and
jon  towards  institu-
tors, ndividuals, and sys-
tems, Jeading 10 sockal dise
trust,  fragmentation  and
reduwced cooperation.  This
transformation doesi't ocour
overnights it results from a
confience of systemic, cul-
tural, and historical factors.
Below are six key drivers that
a sockety toward bow
trust, eroding the social glue
that fosters confidence.
Institutional fallure  and
corruption: When  institu-
tions, government, judiclary,
or media consistently fail to
ddiver on promises and are
;hpued by corruption, public
faith erodes. Scandals, Myo
tsm, or perceived blas b
decision-making breed (ynl-
cism, For example, repeated
Instances of unpunished cor-
ruption among political elites
can make citizens distrust
not only leaders but also the
systems they represent, This
distrust spllls over into eve-
ryday interactions, as people

i LOW TRUST

A low-trust society is one where suspicion
overshadows cooperation. People don't trust their
neighbours, coworkers, leaders, and even their own
family members to act with integrity or faimess.
Institutions, govemments, courts, and media are
seen as corupt or self-serving. This Isn't about

healthy

scepticism buta

pervasive expectation of
betrayal, It's like living in a game where everyone's
playing defence, hoarding resources, trying to
cheat, and guarding their backs.

and suspicion. When a signif-
fcant portion of sockty feels
excluded from opportunities
or believes the system favours
the wealthy, trust in both in-
stitutions and fellow citizens
diminishes. In highly unequal
socities, people may view
others as competitors rather
than collsborators, fostering
a serosum mindset. For in-
stance, when baskc needs like
healthcare or education are
insccessible to many, faith
in socketal fairness collapses,
decpening mistrust.

Polarisation  and  soclal
fragmentation:  Ideological,
cultural, or ethnk polariza.
tion fractures soclal cobe
sion. When groups are pitted
against each other, whether
through political  rhetoric,
media echo chambers, or his-
torical grievances, empathy
and mutual  understanding
erode. In polarized environ:

thrives in communities where
people  interact,  collabo-
rate, and build relationships.
When civic engagement
clines due 1o urbanisation,
individualism, or digital iso-
lation, soclal networks weak-
en. Without regular, positive
interactions, people become
strangers to one another, fos-
tering suspicion. In socketies
where communal activities
like sockal get-togethers or
religious gatherings fade, in-
dlv‘i‘dmll’lme :::nﬂumun
10 bulld trust theough shared
experiences, lading 0 al-
benation.

These drivers often inter:
act, creating a vidous cyde.
For instance, corruption may

hate !

0ot just the elise, resentment
fades. For instance, affordable
housing initiatives can bridge
divides between classes, en-
cournging a sense of shared
progress and mutual rellance.
Foster dialogue 1o bridge
polarisation: Polariza-
tion erodes trust by deep-
ening  divisions,  Creating
platforms  for  constructive
dlalogue—town halls, com-
munity forums, or mediated
discussions—can  humaniae
opposing views, Media out-
lets should be encouraged
1o avokl lism and

sparking and sustaining
lhh shift. Through inten-
tonal actions, personal ac-
countability, and community
engagement, individuals can
foster trust and drive sochetal

change.
Model integrity and ac-
dividuals can bulld trust by

acting with honesty, keeping
ses, and owning mis-

thoughts, because Vijay Shaw should note that he is not
an ordinary man on the street to talk di ndyaplm
anybody more so, when that anybody is an “active” officer
of the armed forces. The High Court did the right thing,
by taking up & suo motu case against the erring minister
and got FIR ered against him. Caught on the
th..vqu mm r‘m pl-yuh‘l?mnm m'm‘
ColQureshi, but the damage has been done. The opposi-
tion got a good handle to beat the ruling BIP with Vijay
remarks. By demanding the sacking of Vijay Shaw,

am.lmn bt s
Gowirdhana Myneedu, Vijayawada
Turkey faces Indian boycott now

q frer Jawaharkl Nehru Unlvenlly(lNU). Delhis Jamia
illia Islamia (IMI) and Hyderabads Maulana Azad

takes, Whether in p
al or personal interactions,
demonstrating  reliability,
such as del

promote  balanced  report-
Ing By emphasizing shared
values, such as safety or
perity, sockties can ild
empathy and reduce hostility
across ideclogical or cultural
lines,
Address  historkal griev.
ances: Healing past wounds
Is essential for trust. Truth
and reconcillation processes,
public apologhes, or repara-
tive policies can acknowledge
historkal Injustices, whether
from conflict or systemic op-
pression. For example, com.
munity-led initiatives 1o doc-
ument and educate about past
atrocities can foster under-
standing and closure, allow-
Ing societies to move forward
with mutual respect rather
than lingering suspicion,

the rule of law: A
fair and consistent legal sys-
tem rebuilds confidence in
Justice. Strengthening judi-
clal independence, ensuring
equd access 1o legal recourse,

i which
fuds  polarisation,  further
weakening Institutions. The
result is a society where indi.
viduals prioritize self.nl

P law enforce-
mﬂu u‘cnunuhliy are vitak
When citizens see impartial
ranlunon- to disputes, such

over collective good, coop-

thon dwindles. and dist

lnu pdlw misconduct, they
and each

ments, people gy
view thoseoutside thelr group
as adversaries, reducing trust
across sochal lines. Soclal me-
dia often amplifies this by cre-
ating bubbles that reinforce
blases and demonize others,
further entrenching division,
Historkcal trauma and be-
trayak Socicties with a his
tory of oppression, conflict, or
betrayal, such as colonlalism,
oppressive forelgn Invasions
like In our case, oflen carry
lingering distrust, Past injus-
tices, if unaddressed, create a
wllective memory of scepti-
csm towand suthority and
even other social groups. For
example, communities that
experienced  state-sponsored
vidlence I many  third-
workd nations may remain
wary of institutions, passing
this distrust across genera-
thons. Without reconcillation

becomes the default.

Reversing this trend re-
quires addressing these oot
causes theough  transparent
governance, equitable poli-
ces, and efforts to rebuild
community tes, Only by
tackling these drivers can a
sodety hope to restore the
trust that underpins social
¢ )

Restoring trust and har-
mony: 6 Key Measures to
build a high- trust soclety
Transforming a Jow-trust
sodety Into one where mu.
tual confidence and harmony
thrive requires  deliberate,
sustained efforts to rebulld
sodal bonds and institutional
credibility, By  addressing
the root causes of distrust,
socleties can foster coopera-
tion and unity, Blow are six

or restorathve justice, these  key measures 1o achieve this
wounds fester, '3 f P g a
social trust. hightrust soclety.

Weak rule of law and inse-  Strengthen transparent
curity: A sodety where laws  governance: Trust hinges on
are ly enforced or that are account

Justice bs Inaccessible toallbe-  able and open. Governments
comes fertle ground for mis:  must  prioritize  transpar.

trust. If cltizens fed unsafe
or belbeve that disputes won't
be resolved fairy, they may
resort to self-reliance, vigh
lantism, or extremism, weak-

ency by publicizing decision.
making processes, budgets,
and policies, Anti-corruption
measures, such as independ-
ent audits and whistleblower

uhﬂ more. A reliable rule of
law reassures people that fair-
ness prevalls, reducing fear
and suspicion.

Revive  divic  engagement
and community ties: Trust
grows through interaction.
Encouraging civic participa-
tion via local organizations,
volunteer programs, or cul-
tural hens soclal

g On com-
mitments or hcln“ transpar-
ent about mistakes, sets a
powerful example. When one
observes consistent integrity,
they Inspire others to fecipro-
cate, creating ripples of trust,
Engage incommunity build-
g Individuals can strength-
en sochal bonds by participat.
ing In local activities, such
as volunteering, joining civic
groups, o organizing neigh-
bourhood  events,  These
interactions foster familiar-
My and mutual rdiance. For
example, hoﬂlnt’: commu-
nity cleanup can r‘dmm
people  together, g
down stereotypes and bulld-
Ing connections that counter
alienation and suspicion,
Promote  open  dlalogue:
Bridging  divides  requires
comversation.  Individuals
can initiate or participate
In discussions that encour-
age  understanding  across
ktoloyal or cultural lines,
whether through book clubs,
community forums, or in-
formal gatherings, Listening
actively and sharing perspec-
tives respectiully humanizes
“othen)” reducing polariza-
tion, By modeling empathy,
Individuals can inspire others
0 engage constructively.
Advocate for fairness: In-
dividuals can push for equi-
table systems by supporting
policies or onganizations that
address inequality and in-
justice. This might involve
voting for transparent lead-
enship, signing petitions for
antl-corruption measures, or

networks. Governments and
NGO can support commu-
nity centres or initiatives that
bring diverse groups together,
llkt”‘mnd v:nNu!‘lpzu of
festivals.  Regular,  positive
contact swch as neighbours
collaborating on local pro-
Jects—bullds famillarity and
mutwal rellance, countering
alienation.

1hn¢ measures, when im-

J @ with groups that
promote access 1o education
or healthcare, Grassroots ad-
vocacy amplifies the demand
for systemic change, reinforc-

;:lnhl in institutions,

te and inspire others:
Sharing  knowledge  about
trust-building  through  so-
cal  modia, convensations,
or mentorship can motivate
others to act. Individuals can
highlight success stories of

ed

. Create

or
o

a virtuous cyde.
govemance  and cquhl\le
policies reduce polarisation,
while strong  communities
and historical healing rein-
force institutional trust. Over
time, these efforts cultivate a
culture where people asume
good faith in others, coopera:
tion flourishes, and harmony
prevalls, Building a high-trust
soclety  demands  patience
and collective commitment,
but the result, a cohesive, re-

ening | bonds. For
instance, in areas with high
crime rates and ineffective

gers, assuming no one will

[} silient Is worth
dut, the effort.

Promote cconomic equity:

Reducing inequality 1s criti-  How can individuals

cal to fostering trust. Policies
like progressive taxation, ac-

contribute to a high- trust
soclety?

show what's pnniblc By odu-
cating peers about the ben-
efits of trust, they cultivate a
culture of optimism and col-
lective responsibility.

By embodying trust in
their actions,  individuals
create microcosms of the
high-trust socety they seek.
‘These efforts, though small,
compound over time, influ-
encing others and pressuring
systems to change. Through
persistence and  collabon-
thon, individuals can trans-
form suspicion into harmony,
one interaction at a time.

(The Author is the
Chief Spokesperson of BIP:

National Urdu Uumuhy (MANUU) nded of their
g ( ) with educa-
tional Inlnuum in Turkey, due 0 nuluml security.

“This move comes amkd an intensifying boycott of Turk-
Ish goods and services in India, spurred by Turkey's vocal
support for Pakistan following India’s military action un-
der Operation Sindoor. The use of Turkish-origin drones
by Pakistan to breach Indian airspace has tri wide-

spread public and political backlash within the country,
‘The university stated that the MoU had been signed on
2 January, 2024, for a period of five years, under which a
ma course In Turkish language was introduced at the

T e
The services of a Visiting Professor mb‘y for

this programme. [t Is also worth noting that the Visiting
Professor from Turkey has already returned to his coun-
try. There is also growing demand for a tourksm boycott of
both Turkey and Azerbaijan, following Ankara and Baku’s
support for Islamabad and their criticism of India’s strikes
on terror camps in Pakistan,

Bhagwan Thadani, Mumbal

Is Tharoor BJP man in Congress?

T Is time the Congress lets Shashi Tharoor go where
he belongs. It should facilitate what he wishes to do,
“The Thiruvananthapuram MP has made it clear time and
again that he agrees with the BJP and disagrees with his
unﬁrﬂyoﬁuhoﬂnlm He has said enough to be
BIP man in the Congress. Erudite and articulate
that he is, Tharoor would make a for
ihe P O h oukd b leaidv e o f Minste
of State for External Affairs to assist . Jaishankar,

For all his espousal of secularism in his writings, the
BIP mentality in him surfaces and resurfaces and reveals
what kind of a nationalist he is, again and again. While

ng:omhu party’s line, Tharoor ends up kowtow-
Ing to the BIP. His strong defence of the Modi government
on the Sindoor Operation Is an exertion no BJP spokes-
person can ever do better. He spoke, to use his words, “as
an Indian and in the national interest”. If his unqualified
praise of Modi is anything to go by, it can be safely said
that he suffers from what can be described as “Modi wor-

ship syndrome”
G David Milion, Maruthancode

thehansreader@gmail.com

(@) BENGALURU ONLINE

Guy gives assent to Greater Bangalore
Administration Act

BENGALURU: The Greater Bangalore Administration
Act has recetved the Governor’s assent and will be imple-
mented from . Chief Minister Siddaramalah sad that
the Greater Bangalore Authority will be formed instead of
BBMP. Speaking to the media at the Vidhana Soudha on
Thursday, he
Greater Bangak
be formed in the Greater area. The Chief Minls-
ter of the state will act as the chairman of the suthority and
an decision will be taken in this regard in the
coming

CM Siddaramalah said

However, all functionaries will continue to have the same
powers and duties as conferred under the Bruhat Bengalu-
ru Mahanagara Palike (BBMP) Act, 2020, until the new law
comes into effect fully.

Until multiple corporations are created, the BBMP will
continue to work under the Greater Bengaluru Authority
(GBA), which is expected to be constituted soon, official
sources sald The Act provides 120 days to establish the
Greater Bengalura A\lhomy (GBA).

The Greater Bengaluru Governance Bill which was
passed by both houses of the state legislature recently de-
spite jon from the BIP, proposes restructuring the
BBMP by splitting it into a maximum of seven city corpo-
mbm. in the (ium Wum Area.

of a Greater Bengah
l (GBA) I'n' wnrdlmlnn and supervision, and
term for the Mayor and the Deputy Mayor.

activities. Its every person  assumeothers are equally un.  protect their interests. This  cessible education, and uni-  While systemic changes are Chairman of the Nation
for themselves. Another In lnnl\mnhy‘ insecurity breeds suspicion in ~ versal healthcare can ensure  vital for transforming a low- Buikding Foundation, a
dicator s 1 I lity and  all daily interactions. broader access to opportu-  trust sockety into one of har- Harvard Business School-
rules and enforcement, In exdusion; Stark cconomic  Eroslon of civicengagement  nities. When people fod the  mony and mutual confidence, certified Strategist & a
Jow-trust socketies, people de- disp fuel tes: Trust  system works for everyone,  individuals play a pivotal role Loadership Coach.)
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CHENNAI

INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION.

— Ramnath Goenka

US-CHINA ROLLBACK IS
WELCOME, BUT TRADE
CHAOS FAR FROM OVER

N an unexpected turnaround that has pulled the US from

the brink of recession, the Trump administration and

China have agreed to pause their mutually devastating

tariffs. The US will now reduce import duty on Chinese

goods from the absurdly high 145 percent to 30 percent,
while China will scale down on US goods from 125 percent
to 10 percent. The declaration of the world's two largest
economles that they “are in agreement that neither side
wants to decouple” has come as a shot in the arm to weaken-
ing economies round the world. Retail prices in the US had
already begun to creep up as Chinese ships stopped berthing
at American ports. Manufacturers scrambled and supply
chains began to teeter. In China, factory output slowed as
firms laid off workers after US orders began drying up.

As Investors cheered, equity markets rebounded. As
trade between the two giant economies begins to flow
again, there will be a multiplier effect on other economies,
too. However, those countries that did not retaliate with
reciprocal tariffs have been left with a raw deal. For in-
stance, Vietnam and Thailand, which had accepted tariffs
at 46 and 36 percent, respectively, could now see manufac-
turers targeting the US markets, move to China where tar-
iffs are down to 30 percent.

However, the world is not yet free of jitters since there is
no final settlement, and the pause is only for 90 days. In all
the Trump-induced chaos, it is China that has emerged as a
far more reliable trading partner. For India, which currently
faces a baseline 10 percent tariff on exports to the US, the
scaling down of hostilities between the US and China is, in
a way, a setback. China getting priced out of the US market
was a huge opportunity for Indian exporters; but for now,
that edge has vanished. Trump's move to slash pharmaceuti-
cal prices in the US will also hit Indian exporters who supply
about 40 percent of the US's generic drug needs. Ata broader
lever, this puts a question mark on the China+1 formula—
the busi of mul Is shifting to alterna-
tive hubs in Mexlm Vietnam or India, to cushion against
the volatile tariff regime China faces. The tumult in global
trade is far from over, and India would do well to clinch a
deal with the US at the earliest.

PROTECT WILD HABITATS
WHILE BOOSTING TOURISM

proposed hotel project in the vicinity of Odisha’s Si-
milipal Tiger Reserve (STR), among the first notified
tiger habitats of the country, has raised concern over
its location. Green activists flagged the issue citing its
proximity, barely 700 metres, from the reserve’s bound-
ary. Though it's a designated national park, the STR has not
yet been notified as an ecologically-sensitive zone (ESZ). It's
the only habitat in the state to have a stable tiger population
and so needs robust protection. The ESZ classification is
critical because it mur‘ks pm(eucd areas where some activi-
ties are prohibited or on the reglon's
lhaglll() In many ESZs, new commercial projects are barred
within a kilometre of the protected areas. Not in every case,
though. A draft ESZ for Satkosia, Odisha's second tiger re-
serve, saw the government propose something drastically
different—permission for new commercial hotels within 1
km of its boundary. With the state government trying to
push the tourism sector, there is a rush for private hotel and
resort projects. In its last single-window clearance meeting,
it approved six such projects worth over 2400 crore. Many of
these are being planned around prime wildlife habitats.
Odisha was among the few states that recorded a mar-
ginal increase in forest cover in the latest nationwide sur-
vey A little above 5 percent of the sunes gmgrnphlml area
is marked as pr d. These b se h provide
immense ewloglcal services to the state and must be pre-
served at all costs, Bullding tourism infrastructure is a laud-
able move to bring in revenues and employment, but those
planned near national parks and sanctuaries would sustain
only if the wildlife is allowed to thrive and the carrying
capacity of the protected area is maintained. The state
might feel it has missed the bus so far as wildlife tourism—
tiger-spotting, in particular—is concerned, the benefits of
which have long been reaped by other states. But it must not
be lost on the government that tiger reserves are governed
by stringent laws and require stronger conservation efforts.
While tourism projects are welcome, critical wildlife habi-
tats must be spared, which is why the ESZs should institute
the required safeguards. Odisha must see to it that its pro-
tected areas are not compromised for short-term benefits.

TOP PRIORITY IS UNITY

HEN il ' pported terrorists
with lndlan Musllms theé play into the terrorists’

ing India
And when they ml.uuz terrorists wiLh members of our armed
forces, they threaten the nation’s unity and security It's in
this light that Madhya Pradesh’s senior minister Kunwar
Vijay Shah's comments on Colonel Sofiya Qureshl, who has
been articulating detalls of Operation Sindoor, should be
seen. Calling his comments “gutter language”, the Madhya
Pradesh High Court directed the police to file an FIR against
the eighth-term BJP legislator; even the Chief Justice of In-
dia upbraided Shah. The state government and the BJP must
take exemplary action against the politician to deter others

from such dangerous comments.

FRIDAY

OT long ago, the Union govern-
ment announced it would con-
duct a caste census along with
the regular census. However, it
has not told us explicitly as to
why it plans to conduct the caste
census after opposing it for a
prolonged period. Since social justice is
the idea associated with it, one has to as-
sume this decision serves that singular
end, notwithstanding that the phrase ‘so-
cial justice’ is a much-trampled term in
Indian politics. It can mean a whole set of
things without actually meaning any-
thing for the truly oppressed.

Of course, the timing of the govern-
ment’s decision has been attributed to
political expediency-the Bihar assembly
polls. But beyond Bihar, it speaks to a cer-
tain vulnerability and inevitable accom-
modation of a coalition set up It also al-
lows for other Mandal and Dravidian
parties and their electorates to look at the
BJP more favorably in the near future. In
a sense, it could cause power realign-
ments where necessary

Mare than snatching away an obsessive
plank from the Congress, caste census
could be the BJP's move to strategically
delink Mandal parties from the former It
may want to smash the idea of the caste-
narrative as a binary opposite of the reli-
gion-narrative that it commands, With
this move, the BJP comes across as an all-
encompassing behemoth. No narrative is
outside its purview anymore. The Con-
gress on the other hand looks like it has
shrunk its worldview, and surrendered its
pan-national appeal. All this said, one has
to still confront the toughest and the most
basic question about the caste census. It
may offer abundant data, but how does one
really enumerate caste in present-day In-
dia? How does one verify that data, and
how does one interpret it when uncertain-
ties exist about its very accuracy?

Caste is such a thing that gives a feeling
of certainty as long as you do not have to
pin it down under one category or the oth-
er. The moment one is asked to be specific
about one's caste, the confusion begins
right from the name; its alignment to the
varna categories, and the googlies that
specificities of a sub-caste would hurl.
Now is not the age of caste anyway it is the
age of sub-caste. After these many decades
of reservations, the competition is be-
tween sub-castes. The conflict is more be-
tween sub-castes—one dominated by an-
other; placed in the same quota category

When it comes to caste or sub-caste,
one identifies oneself in relative terms, to
an immediate social setting as well as a
certain aspirational or political setting,

EAMS have been written about
the strategies in the recent India-
Pakistan border conflict. But
fewer words have been expended
on a core aspect of this war:
drones—their use; their differ-
ent deployments by the two
countries; the cost to each country cen-
tred on the kinds of drones used; and,
most importantly, how the war drones in
this conflict fit into various streams of
global developments in warfare.

The credit for ‘the first drone war’ goes
to the ongoing Russo-Ukrainian conflict.
The India-Pakistan faceoff was just anoth-
erbead in a long chain that began 176 years
ago, when pilotless hot-air halloons bombed
Venice during the 1848-49 Italian revolu-
unnlnmkmyeanmpmgrufmmﬂn
wind to radio-control—an ‘aerial torpedo’
against zeppelins and submarines de-
signed by Archibald Low, the ‘father of
aerial guidance systems'. In 1936, the de
Havilland DH.82 Queen Bee made its de-
but—a yellow-and-black liveried, radio-
controlled biplane that not only became a
testbed for future designs but also fathered
the appellation ‘drone’.

During the Second World War, the US
Navy converted fourengined B-24 Libera-
tor bombers to radio-control for bombing
missions. During the Cold War, the US used
AQM-34 Firebee for photography missions
over China and Vietnam, with China shoot-
ing down one in 1964. Iraq first used its
ubiquitous Mohajer-1 for battlefield sur-
veillance in 1986, explosively multiplying
the use of drones in West Asia.

But these were large and spottable, and
therefore more stoppable. Today, drones
come in all shapes and sizes, from palm-
width pl.lythmgn to quadcopters and hex-
mus—sum as guerrillas in Mysnmnr and
insurgents in Syria. In Myanmar, the
Karenni Nationalities Defence Force uses
drones made with 3D printers and mechan-
ics stripped from Chinese pesticide-
sprayers. In Syria, the Hayat Tahrir al-
Sham (HTS), now in power; bey
winged drones in 2019. In Gaza, Hamas
used hobbyists’ first-person-view (FPV)
drones to scope out Israeli border posts,

Drone development is now official across
the conflict ecosystem, from militaries to
militias. The HTS's Al-Shaheen (Falcon)
Brigade, which reports directly to now-
president Ahmed Hussein al-Sharaa, spe-
cialises in the “production, manufacturing
and development of advanced drones and
weapons”. In February 2024, the Ukraine
government established the Unmanned

EDITORIAL

Caste Identity Is often fluid, making reliable data collection difficult.
Add to it the lobbying by communities for favourable classification,
and It becomes nearly Impossible to paint the correct picture

CASTE CENSUS:
WILL IT CLEAR AIR
OR MUDDY WATERS?

e
SUGATA SRINIVASARAJU

never to what one really is. There is a flu-
idity to caste/sub-caste identity that we
hardly recognise, but that can make a
mockery of the caste census. Social sci-
ence in India has predominantly bor-
rowed a western model, which has never
attempted a model to enumerate caste,
That could also be due to an upper caste
or leftist bias in academia.

The general census works on a verifia-
ble binary reasoning or response model to
determine socio-economic distress or
flourish. Questions like, do you own a

, do you a you live in
a )olm family etc., elicit a deﬂmm yes' or
but

(L

]
Senior pural it and author of Stvange Rudens
The Podtics and Aecaments of Rabu Gandt
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ducted in 1931, J H Hutton, the census
commissioner wrote that “the term ‘caste’
needs no definition in India.” He meant it

Under peaceful

conditions, the warlike

man attacks himself Netzsche
newindianexpressecom |

perhaps some other castes of milkmen.”
He also spoke about “the desire of the arti-
mnmnminmmymmuﬂndiamnppur
under a common name.” He added that in
“some cases a caste which had applied in
one province to be called Brahman asked
in another to be called Rajput.” and there
were "several instances at this census of
castes claiming to be Brahman who
claimed to be Rajput 10 years ago.”

In summation, Hutton wrote: "It is ob-
viously impossible for the census authori-
ties to do anything other than accept the
nomenclature of the individuals making
the return, since to discriminate and to
allot to different groups would involve en-
tering into discussion on largely hypo-
thetical data. Experience at this census
has shown very clearly the difficulty of
getting a correct return of caste and like-
wise the difficulty of interpreting it for
CEnsus purposes,”

One has to only come to Karnataka, as
the Dalit census for internal reservation
is underway (ending May 17), to realise
how these complexities are playing in the
present day. Caste lobbies and organisa-
tions are issuing advertisements and
holding conventions to request their re-
spective caste brethren to identify them-
selves before enumerators under specific
names. The consolidation of numbers un-
der a certain name would eventually lead
to higher quota and greater political rep-
resentation, they argue.

If one advertisement instructed people
not to list tt as Adi Kar
Adi Dravida or Adi Andhra but call them-
selves Madiga, another appealed to con-
solidate under the name Bhovi Vaddar.
This is not different from the enterprise
that Hutton recorded in 1931. People cu!

Any caste data collected is llkely tolead
to an irresolvable disputation, as the re-
cently leaked caste numbers in Karnataka
have proved. Castes, sub-castes want the

in the sense that it was i but
it could also mean it cannot be defined
conclusively because there are too many
variables at play Hutton honestly stated
in his report the complications that were
involved in enumerating caste, and those
complications have acquired greater

complexity today.
For instance, Hutton wrote: “There is....
a v towards the idation of

groups at present separated by caste rules.
The best instance of such a tendency to

'no’
ated with such definitiveness bemuae n
carries ifs and buts in its belly.

In the last caste census that was con-

rm—

KAJAL BASU

Systems Forces, the world's first branch of
a military dedicated to drone warfare.
The research focus is now on repurpos-
able drones, small drones, drone swarms,
and the cost beneﬁt Ukrnine s sub-$400,
d FPV s in-
I.md by rndn drones square off against
Rumn s lranianmnde §20,000-100,000 Ger-
an-2 drones (essentially, Shahed-136/131s).
Ukraine can afford to toss buckets of them

- —

Before India-Pakistan, the Russia-
Ukraine conflict saw the world's
first drone warfare. In recent years,
the focus has shifted to building
smaller, disposable and cheaper
models. Militaries and militias alike
are interested in deploying them

at Russia, as it did in May 2025, using 524

1 a number of castes into one
group is to be found in the grazier castes
which at combining under the terms Ya-
dava, Ahirs, Goalas, Gopis, Idaiyans and

HOW THEY SHRUNK THE DRONES

(U

1Al Harop and Heron Mark-2.

Pakistani quadcopters were used in
small swarms. India used targeted and loi-
tering drones that were not in packs. The
countries had different intentions, and
their drones had differing utility As eve-
rywhere, the competition is as much be-
tween rival entities as it is between two
arms of a single technology

And there is more mayhem waiting on
the wings: sea drones, amphibious
drones, mesh networks of low-tech kami-

of and their size,
historical or otherwise, to be reflected in
the data, and that is terribly tough. This
makes all data “hypothetical”, as Hutton
said. Caste data is collected in the privacy
of homes, not in town halls where caste
claims can be contested by competing
communities. Such town halls cannot ex-
ist, and also migration has hugely upset
the geo-specificity and nomenclature of
castes, Traditional caste-based profes-
sions too have largely dissolved. The BJP
perhaps realises the eventual outcome of
a caste census-small concessions but
more (Vi

(swzmcwugv;mju.ln)
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Nuanced perspective

Ref: india-US partnership: Momentary ripple,
not fundamental rupture (May 15). Trump's
attempt to internationalise Kashmir and claim
credit for the India-Pak teasefire have angered
many Indians. Shashi Tharoor's columa
offered a nuanted perspective, His analysis of
Trump's mfamous tweet and India’s prinipled
stance during the conflict is praiseworthy.

M Sureshkumar, Chennai

Restore trust

Ref: Repair breaches in judicial conduct,
discard opacity (May 15). It is unfortunate
that complaints against judges. including
allegations of corruption, are steadily
Increasing. When those entrusted with
upholding justice face repeated allegations, it
risks undermining the faith in the judiciary.
Jayaprakash Il&l.l“

kaze drones, high-speed return-to-ba
bomber drones, those targeting body
heat,

H!’ Adolescent mind: Battieground of

15). | grew up in Kerala, where

and Al-enabled interceptors.

The global drone arms race is fundamen-
tally between China and the US. The US, as
ever, is pursuing monumentalism: large
drones such as the Boeing MQ-25 Stingray
and the MQ-9 Reaper. China’s focus is on
aircraft carrier-hased drones, ‘mothership’
drones—or swarm-carriers such as the
Jetank with a 6-tonne payload cnpucn) l‘ar

missiles, bombs and ‘isomerism hi
ules' of hundreds of dmnsfurmnnm
connaissance and strike—and drones that
can split into smaller autonomous units.
The pace of development is frenetic. China
demonstrated in Shenzhen a balletic
swarm of 10,197 light-show drones on Sep-
tember 26, 2024, up from 7,996 on Septem-
ber 4, and 8,100 a day later A dark horse,
Vietmm broke this record with 10,518 co-

drones to disrupt 350 flights
across Russia; Russia has thrown 10,000
Shaheds at Ukraine since 2022. So Ukraine
canafford tolose an estimated 50-80 percent
of its deployed drones; but Russia is finan-
cially erimped by a 50 percent loss. Drones
are now all about the money.

In the recent India-Pakistan duel, Paki-
stan lobbed 300400 low-cost drones at In-
dia like confetti, testing India's defences
and perimeters. India says it mterwplzd

di on April 28, 2025.

These drone swarms are one step from
weaponisation—maybe not even lhnt far,
because China's drone weaponisation pro-
gramme is enmeshed with civilian drones,
what with the Shenzhen DJI Sciences and
Technologies owning 70 percent of the glo-
bal civilian drone market share. The
record-breaking Shenzhen drone swarm
was controlled by a single laptop, which the
US's Autonomous Multi-Domain Adaptive

90 percent of them, while F
itshot down 25-77 Indian drones. The wild

Swar! f-Swarms (AMASS) project is
not even close to replicating.
At theend of theday drone development

figures suggest that, in typical War sce-
narios, drone & ‘hes and are
difficult to estimate for now. But this much
is true: Pakistan's Turkish-made Asis-
guard Songar and NESCOM Burrag
drones, the latter based on the Chinese
CH-3A, are far less expensive than India’s

THENEW INDIAN EXPRESS

Chairman of the

Resident Editor (Tamil Nadu): Anto’

bl (Madural) Private Ltd., at

e

is hacked by the hi d to wage war
but not to be caught in its midst. To destroy
with unhbloodied hands. The days of war-
riors with the PlayStation mentality are
upon us, (Views are personal)

(kajalrbasu@gmail.com)

ess,
All

political parties often lure teenagers into
organising bandhs, Mamy students are drawn
to revolutionary literature that often pushes
them down a radical path. Teachers and
parents have a role to play to ensure they are

uided to the right path.
!nmlu-.m.l

Bold move

Ref: Plans for mave Indws Basin projects
readied for cabinet {May 15). Indla's decision
to consider three new hydroelectric projects
in the Indus river basin, is a bold step. The
povernment showld disregard theeats from
Pakistan and China and prioritise the swift
completion of these projects.

§ Vaithianathan, Madurai

Politics out

Ref: identify Agamic temples in TN, SC directs
HC panel (May 15). The Supreme Court's
directive to the panel appointed by the Madras
High Court to identify Agamic temples in Tamil
Nadw, and halt the appointment of priests,

Is a significant step. Agamic temples follow
unique traditions and practices. and political
Intervention in thew affais must be avoided.
RPichumani, Kumbakonam

Pedestrians’ rights

Ref: Constitutional right: SC asks states

to frame norms for pedestrian walkways
(May 15). Indian roads often lack preper
footpaths dwe to poor whan planning and
the prioritisation of motorised traffic.
(Consequently, pedestrians are forced to walk
on roads, increasing the risk of accidents

and traffic stion,
PV mm
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Employers of the world,
unite to protect brains

A South Korean study has shown a likely link between long work hours and brain changes.

It needs deeper studies but should still nudge businesses to collectively enforce safety limits

venifunevenly, Karl Marx stays in
popular memory for his 1848 clarion
call asking workers of the world to
unite as they had nothing to lose but
their chains. Unevenly because we
have come a long way since the days
of chimney sweeps in Europe. Or have we?
Uneven workloads persist. A recent study by
South Korean researchers, published in the
Jjournal Occupational Health and Environmental
Medicine, says some of us may be working too
many hours for our own good. This is not just
work-life balance stuff. These scientists, from
South Korea's Chung-Ang University and Yon-
sei University, who followed 110 healthcare
workers split into ‘overworked' and ‘non-over-
worked' groups, found basic shifis taking place
inthe physiology of those who had their noses
tothe grind. Workers putting in 52 hours or
more perweek, who were also younger and
more highly educated on average than the
other lot, showed structural changes in their
brainvolume, as mapped over time. The parts
of this vital organ that control our cognitive
abilities, executive functions and emotional
processing were found to be enlarged among
them. This indicates a likely link between over-
work and brain work—which could include
anything from our short-term memory and
attention span to our ability to solve problems
at hand. The study’s authors suggest further
research to grasp “the long-term cognitive and
emotional implications of overwork.”

The study’s sample was tiny and drawn from a
single field, but any correlation between weekly
work and altered brains must push science to
delve deeper for a that can inform polic
Just how safe or unsafe is it? Apart from what
these brain changes might imply, whether and

how they can be reversed need to be explored
too. The study nudges future studies to explore
the risk of cognitive decline or mental health
disorders. In general, long hours are observed
to have adverse effects and face legal limits in
many countries. In South Korea, a work-week
longer than 52 hours is illegal. This is rather
high in global comparison. The International
Labour Organization (ILO) standard isa
18-hour week. The legal limit under India’s
Factories Act of 1948 is 48 hours per week, with
amaximum of nine hours per day and one day
off per week. The South Korean finding needs
to be read alongside other research, A study by
Oxford academics examined the mlalmn\hlp
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A caste census should help India
identify and tackle deprivations

This enumeration must be done with enough care to ensure it yields useful data for policy responses

HIMANSHU

Is associate professor at jawahartal Nehru
University and visiting fellow at the Centre
de Sclences Humalnes, New Dell

he recent Cabinet decision to

Include caste as a category in

India’s upcoming population
census ks an important milestone in the
quest for social justice, But it ks also rele-
vant for multiple other reasons. While
the push fora caste census, or inclusion
of caste in the national headcount,
gathered pace on the back of a spirited
campalgn run by the opposition Con-
gress party and its leader, a near consen-
sus on Its necessity has always existod
nnu)nmmllllulwmm Still, there has
never been a serious attempt to carry
out the exercise. It was this frustration
that led states to conduct thelr own
caste counts. While these are called
‘surveys' for legal reasons, for all practi
ul|mql--«'1un(hulluhally the caste
surveys of Bihar, Telangana and Karna-
taka qualify as caste censuses. But only
partial iInformation is available from
these surveys and the absence of
detailed data defeats their very parpose.
A natlonal caste census is likely to put an
end to the multiple caste surveys done
by states with varying methodologies,
questionnaires and time-frames, A
common methodology will allow com
parisons across states on the basis of
publicly available information.

The decision, however, is only astate-

ment uﬂmvnl While it puts an end to

between long hours and middle-age cogni
function among British civil servants working
full-time. Compared with those doing 40 hours
per week at most, those putting in 55 hours plus
scored lower in vocabulary and reasoning tests,
Astudy of 194 nations by the ILO and World
Health Organization, published in 2021, said
that 488 million people in 2016 were exposed
10 55-hour work weeks, resulting in 745,194
deaths from heart disease and stroke. The
Western Pacific, South-East Asia (including
India), men and older folk bore the brunt of it.
Today, trade unions have mostly withered,
Marx’s economic ideas have failed and market
forces play a key role in the expansion of our
economy. India Inc must never unite in pursuit
of profit, as the implied lack of rivalry would
serve markets badly, but on the issue of over-
worked workers, it well could. If India Inc’s
work debate tilts in favour of people’s health,
as this new study suggests it should, business
self-interest could spell better self-regulation
of work hours. It might be a good time for
employers to unite, but to safeguard brains.

acaste census, no
dt'mll\ have been made av nlahh-un Its
il , design and h

ogy. Introducing caste as a category Is
not just an academic exercise. It flows
from an essential requirement under
Article 340 of the Constitution, which
mandates the government to analyse
the socioeconomic conditions of vari
primarily those classified as
" This has been reiterated by
all backward class commissions set up
by states and the Centre, A natural cor-
ollary of this is that the caste census Is
not just a count of the population; it
should also allow a proper analysis of
the socioeconomic and educational
deprivations of various classes/ castes,
In fact, this was the intention behind
collecting caste data under the Socio-
Economic Caste Census (SECC) of 2011
While the datu so collected allowed such
an analysis, it was never attempted ina
serious manner. Part of the reason was
the way the SECC's caste data was
collected, which allowed castes to e
reported by individuals in whatever
manner they felt appropriate. On the
other hand, thislearming proved useful
in the cases of Bihar and Telangana,
where caste categories were pre-de-
clded and left no space for ambiguity.
Since caste data is already part of the
census exercise for Scheduled Castes
(SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs), it can
casily be done for Other Backward
Classes (OBCS), for which such a list

-
QUICK READ

While political parties have long
agreed on the need for caste
enumeration, the idea languished
till some state governments
began conducting such
surveys of their own.

The questionnaire needs to
be sufficiently detaded for
this exercise to uncover various
forms of deprivationin India
that may potentially be
correlated with caste identities.

10 PEARS 260

L

THEIR

In search of thought leadership: The game has flipped

RITA McGRATH & M. MUNEER

are, respectively, professor at
Columbia Business School and
founder of Valize; and co-
founder of the non-profit
Medici Institute for Innovation.
X: @MuneerMuh

noe upon atime, a best-selling book

would grant its author gur status.

Having your name embossed on the
hardback cover was an unofficial badge of
expertise, whether you were an aspiring
management thinker, a boardroom sage o
a speaker-circuit n'uulur Unlike keynote
b delivered credibility and
hmlmlu-llummluu!m,Muan\nmn- nan

here everyones P
I hasthegold dard

pounced on its methodological laws and
Peters allegedly even confessed to having
“faked the data” in retrospect. But the dam-
age was done. A new genre was born: the
business bestseller. And with it, a new man-
the: of the business thought leader.

Today, the business book has become
something of a ghorified business card. Many
are padded essays stretched to 200 pages,
bloated with anecdotes, loaded with buzz-
words and dressed in covers screaming for
attention. With an estimated 12,000 bust

From that pointon,

nolonger

blished yyear. the genre

Just idea containers. They became

for corporate wisdom. Successful authors
got lucrative speaking engagements, man-
agement consultancy glgs, corporate board
seats and media publicity, Business books
became business. High stakes m w
tuctics. Michael Treacy and Fred Wiersema,
authors of The Discipline of Market Leaders,
reportedly spent over $250,000 buying

leadership lost its lustre?

Tounderstand how this happened, lash-
backto 1982, when In Search of Excellence by
Tom Petersand Robert Waterman hit retail
shelves with evangelical zeal. American

their: boolks across the US to get into the
New York Times bestseller list. It could let
them hike thelr speaking foes and get bigger
consultancy and book deals,

In India, many business authors, espe-
clally those who were already well known for

s, battered by stagdl oll crises
and the rise of Japan Ine, were in search of
reassurance. The book offered exactly that:
pnm(llul U \(ummmmmukl mll lhriu'

furunwsu\ elgght easy- m recall lrm\,umm

their p I success, have become
public figures. Gurcharan Das’s India
Unbownd transformed him from a former
CEOQ into a public intellectual. Nandan
Nibekanl's Imagining India served not just as
commentary, but as a policy guide. R..,ulm

s suffe aglobal glut.
Few books offer a breakthrough idea.
Many are simply checklists. And inaworkd
af digital content overdoad, thought leader-
hipis shifti i 1

curated praise doesn’t drive sales. Another
brutal reality for authors is that a book that
takes four years to write can vanish in four
months, even before it gets a chance to
appear inacheaper paperback edition.
This doesn't mean books are obsolete,
They allow for depth, with slowly built and
Layered arguments. Jonathan Haldt's The
Aniows Generation, which explores the pro-
found impact of digital ife on young peaple,
s a case in point. The book format allowed

¥ y I
Podcasts, newsletters, X threads, LinkedIn
posts and short videos

are shaping professional L
discourse faster than tra
ditional  publishing
cycles can churn out

books. A book can take used to be conferred by the dissemination is over.

two years to write and  success of a book But now with Today, thought leader-
publish. A podcast can go anestimated 12000business  ship Is an ecosystem,
live right away and viral  books publshed every year, this  Booksare part ofit, but so
soon after, Publishers are genre is sufferinga global glut are newsletters with sub-
adapting: Simon & Schu scriptions, viral LinkedIn
ster recently announced Books are not obsolete but posts, Substack essays, X

itwill reduce reliance on
expert reviews on back
covers. This lsn't merely

ently riven and act
managers to feel cm|mwm1~tl, Critics later

Rajan's Fasds 1.
h('_mud the field of economics,

3 it's an
acknowledgment that

QUICK READ

Fame for management expertise

their monopoly over idea
dissernination has been broken
by online engagement platforms
without which nobody can aspire
to thought leadership today.

him plore a cultural ina
way no hlog post or tweetstorm ever could,

Books are also timeless.
£ They endure inlibraries,
sit on shelves and signal
intellectual gravitas, But
their monopoly over idea

threads and, yes, 30-sec-
ond videos on Instagram
or YouTube Shorts. Polit-
fcal influence has gone
the same way.

exists at hoth the state and central levels,
The only ambiguity would be for the rest
ofthe caste groups, but even these can
be classified based on a general under-
standing of which major groups live in
each state. The foremost task before the
Registrar General of India (RGD, who
must carry out the caste census, will be
to reach a consensus on the list of castes,
Since most data collection by statistical
agencies ks now done through digital
devices such as computer tablets, pre.
filled caste lists will allow quick data
generation and analysis.

The use of tablets for data entry also
allows a larger number of questions to
he asked than paper-based canvassing
would allow. The old paper-based ques.
tionnaire limited the number of ques-
tions to only two pages. Both the Bihar
and Telangana surveys use a much
larger set of questions. For an all-India
caste census Lo stay true to the spiritin
which it was sought, it should feature a
l.m;v .md detailed set ufqnmlnm nml

uﬁ aste- mu-dn-wlwnnn

While the classification of castes
based on relative deprivation will
remain the primary objective of suchan
exercise, expanding the set of questions
s also Important for other purposes, A
well-designed set of questions will yleld
granular data that could be used for
policymaking. Given that the Census is
ouronly source of data on district and
sub-district level measures, this data
would be an asset for regional planning
and policymaking in assorted local con-
texts. Despite the challenges of such an
exercise, the benefits ofan expanded
census exercise far outweigh the costs.

While the much-delayed population
Census may or may not resolve the
vexed issue of how castes should be
classified and categorized, it will offer
us an opportunity to use its ﬂmhng\ au

ssentlal input for

policymaking, given the complexity ul
all the socal, economic, educational
and other related deprivations ina
diverse country like ours.

r;ust a EIOUQ!'E_I

No work is worse than
overwork; the mind preys on

itself—the most

unwholesome of food.

CHARLES LAMB

-

So, what should a would-be thought
leader do? Write that book with a big idea,
yes. But don't stop there. Treat it asone gear
in a larger machine. Bulld an audience
through diverse platforms that use voice,
video and short-form text. Share ideas in
real-time, Experiment. Engage. Books are
for depth. Podeasts are for reach. Newslet-
ters are for loyalty. Tweets are for traction.
Master the digital mix.

Books will still matter especially in policy,
academia and legacy media, but they no
longer offer an automatic key to the king-
dom of influence. Ina world oversaturated
with information, clarity Iscurrency, veloe
ity is value and reach is power,

So, have we reached ‘peak book' point a la
‘peak oll”? Quite possibly. The hardeo
may no longer be the predgn badge of
authority it once was. But in the age of agile
content and restless attention, thought lead-
ershipisnolonger about asingular polished
manuscript. [t's about being present, per-
sistent and plural.

Anyone who writes a book now to get an
important idea across must also embrace
digital channels, Because in the new world
of ideas, it's not just about being read. It's
about being ublquitous—heard, shared,
seen and of course remembes
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American exceptionalism might
have suffered irreparable harm

It won't be easy to turn the clock back now that Trump has undermined the very institutions that made the US so successful

BARRY EICHENGREEN

Is professor of economics and political science
at the University of California, Berkeley, and the
author, most recently, of In Defense of Public

merican exceptionalism has had a
long and successful run. Gauged by
the growth of GDF per capita and
other statistical measures, the US
economy has outpaced its advanced-
sconomy rivals since the turn of the
century. America is home to the world's leading
high-tech firms. It is at the forefront of artificial
intelligence (A1), And investors have cashed inon
that eutperformance: as of late 2024, US large-cap
markets had ylelded an average annual return of
L3% over the preceding ten years, compared to just
6% for European market

The question Is whether US President Donald
Trump's destructive policies have now brought
this economic exceptionalism to an end, That
prospect was reflected in the stock market in Apeil,
when the S&P 500 fell more than 17% from its
record high after Trump's inauguration, While the
market has since recovered most of those losses,
volatility remains high.

Important voices, not only in the administration,
Insist that this is just one of those market disturh-
ances that happen from time to time, The well-
springs of American economic excellence—high-
tech dominance, a business-friendly environment,
deep and Hguid financial markets, and a culture of
entrepreneurship—remain intact. Just give it time,
say the optimists, and Trump's aberrant policies
will be reined in by the bond market, mid-term US
elections and the courts,

This Panglossian take underestimates how
recent events tear at the fabric of US economic
exceptionalism and how difficult that fabric will be
to mend. America’s dominance of high technology
derives not just from a vibrant business sector, but
also from basic research done in universities and
government, and from close public-private sector
collaboration. [t is no colncidence that the garage
Inwhich Hewlett-Packard originated was in Palo
Alto, California, close to Stanford University. Nor is
the fact that the internet emanated from the US
Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency
(DARPA), with an assist from the National Science
Foundation.

The Trump administration’s attack on univer
slty and government research funding pulls the
rug from under this collaboration. US researchers
who have seen their funding cut and their ac
demic and intellectual freedom curtailed are
actively recrulted by other countries.

The same is true of the administration’s hostility
to immigration. The excellence of America's uni
versities and innovation hubs, such as Silicon
Valley, depends on scientists and entrepreneurs
who come to the US tostudy and decide to stay.
Given what has been revealed about the way

Trump's America treats immigrants, they will now
think twice about studying and staying.
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Line of conscience: Wi

Much has been written asbout how Trump's tar-
anies’ supply chains and
) be sure, companies will

iffs will disrupt US com,
ralse production cost

adapt, for example by re-shoring son
But adapting to Trump's arbitrary trade regime
will also mean offering under-the-table favours in
A transactional presi

exchange for concession:
dent has revealed the UStobe a
transactional society, where the
highest returns acerue to rent
secking and cronyism rather
than initiative and innovation.

A business environment in
which accessto the Oval Office is
the key to success may increase
market concentration, since
only billionaires have such
access, The US has seen how
rising market concentration is
accompanied by increased price
mark-ups over costs, declining
market-entry rates, falling job
re-allocation and a growing gap
between leading and lagging
firms. Sooner or later, produc
tivity growth will become a casui

Ultimately, economic growth dey p«udwnnw
rule of law, as proponents of the ‘Washington Con
sensus’ have told developing countries for dec
ades. That, in turn, depends on a separation of
powers and a system of checks and balances to pre-
vent the arbitrary exercise of executive authority

All of this was well understood by framers of the
mstitution. But recent political events in the

production,
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The Trump administration's
attacks on university and
government research funding,
immigration and the autonomy
of institutions will have a harsh
mmpact on America’s future.

American exceptionalism
has had a good run but may
findit hard to survive the Trump
presidency as future leaders
woudd struggle to undo much of
the damage that's been inflicted
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US have shown that constitutional and statutory
safeguards are weaker than previously supposed. A
president who seeks to amass power can us
utive orders to override the spending decisic meml
Congress and the regulatory decisions of suppos-
edly independent government agencles. He can
fire Independent government administrators at

will. He can stare down spineless
members of Congress with polit
lcal threats.

Such a president can also dis
gard court rulings. If the bond
market threatens to misbehave,
he can lean on the Fed. As for the
disciplining effect of the ballot
box, he can dismiss the results of
free and fair elections,

In this environment, neither
property rights nor contracts are
secure. And as generations of
political scientists have taught
us, secure property rights are a
fundamental determinant of
Investment, while reliable con
tract enforcement is the founda-

tion of commerce and trade.
Some observers expect the next US president to
turn the clock hack to pre-Trump days, making

hts, reliable contract enforce

ment and equality under the law facts of American
life again, But some lessons, once learnt, are not
easily unlearnt,

Many investors, like house cats, will not jump
onto a hot stove twice
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Tariff whiplash: The US truce
with China offers hollow relief

Supply disruptions and recession fears will keep US demand low

A FELSTED
|sa&oombelgo;xmo¢\mimlw covering
consumer goods and the retad industry.

he interim trade deal between the

US and China struck in Switzerland

marks a dramatic volte-face after
weeks of simmering tensions. But don't
expectan equally beeathtaking about tum
from US consumers. Amid the uncertainty
about economic growth, job cuts and
inflation, it will take time for shoppers to
regain thelr confidence. Even if they do,
there are some reasons why the pain for
retailers and consumer goods groups may
be prolonged,

Under the latest US-China agreement,
the combined H5% USlevies on most Chi
nese imports were set to decline to 40 by
14 May. The new rate ls still unhelpfl, but
it's a Jot better than the threatened levy,
which would have made some products,
Including toys and Christimas decorations,
simply uneconomic to sell in America.

Retallers, suppliers and consumers will
still have to share some pain. F meri
cans, that means some level of price infla
tion on the mostly non-food items that
come from China, Take clothing, for
example, At 145%, retall prices for the mid
market knitwear and coats that are typi-
cally manufactured in China may have
had to increase by 20% to 30/%, Price hikes
should now be less.

The accord should encourage retailers
to restart paused orders, or ship goods
they've been holding in China in anticipa-
tion that a deal would be reached. Even
before Monday's announcement, there
were signs that trade had begun to pick
up; that should mean fewer gaps on
shelves this holiday season,

But the disruption will take time to
work its way out of the system, Take toys.
Many should have been manufactured by
now. Even if production restants immedi
ately, Santa might not be bringing some
items. The bigger risk is a tsunami of
goods arriving in mid-market department
stores when they're no longer welcome;
heavier-welght spring jackets and knit-
wear, for example, after temperatures
have already risen as summer approaches.

Thislsexactly what happened in 2(
when supply chain snarl ups in the
approach to the 2021 holiday season led to
loungewear and small appliances landing
six months later, when consumers had
already moved on. This Jed to a mountain
ofinventory that stores were forced to dis
count. Ifthe same happens now, it will test
the resolve of retallers to resist mark
downs.

It doesn't help that consumers have
rushed to purchase over the past few
months in anticipation of higher prices.

A\ AI
Retailers, suppliers and consumers will >nII
have to bear significant pain aruToRs

Cars were the favourite target of those
seeking to beat the hikes, But Americans
also shopped for home furnishings, elec
tromies, clothing and footwear. Big expen
sive purchases like a car or sofa won't be
repeated, and may sap the funds available
for other types of outlay

When it comes to clothing, shoppers
typlecally spend to a budget. If they've
bought sneakers or a patchwork quilted

Jacket already, many won't buy again.

Some US consumers may be reluctant
tosplurge for a different reason: they still
feel nervous about a recession. Across the
Income spectrum, it's clear that many are
cutting back. The most pressed are
already acting as if the worst is here: for
example, reusing cooking oil one more
time,

But the more affluent are feeling the
pinch, too. McDonald's said the pressure
from inflation and interest rates that's
been hurting poorer Americans for the
past few years was now “spilling over” into
middle-income customers,

Last week, for example, Sweetgreen cut
Its annual guidance; clearly Sl6salads are
offthe menu, Chief financial officer Mitch
Reback said same-store sales were posi
tive in March, but turned negative in April
“coinciding with the tariff announce-
ments” He told Bloomberg News that April
has traditionally been a month when the
chain's performance picks up as tempera-
tures rise; "this is the first time we haven't
seen that lif."

US luxury goods demand has also weak-
ened, according to Citigroup’s monthly
credit card data, tuming negative in Feb-
ruary, March and April after recovering in
December and January.

While the S&P 500 has bounced back
from its ‘Liberation Day’ lows, we splurge
onaGueel handbag or Rolex watch when
we feel wealthy and upbeat about life,
After the dislocation, it will take time for
any feel-good factor to return.

Meanwhile, we must remember that
thisaccord with China isonly temporary.
And let’s not forget that levies on other
Important manufacturing nathons, such as
Vietnam, are only paused rather than
being completely off the table,

Anescalation of the trade war may have
beenaverted. Not wlln-l.mﬂuhlpl.nh for
consumers, CBLOOMBERG

were luxury brands silent?

ABHAY GUPTA

Is the founder of Luxury
Connect LLP and Luxury
Cannect Business School

remember the first time I stepped into a
Hermés boutique in Paris. It was 2007,
and I was visiting the French capltal ona
research trip as part of my career transition
from conventional retail to luxury strategy
The space was hushed, reverent. Scarves
were arvanged like manuscripts. Every ges
ture from the staffwas theatrical yet effort-
less, Itwasn't just a store, It was ashrine,
Back then, I was enchanted by the craft.
The heritage. The obsession with detail, But
over the years, as 've worked to bring global
Tuxury hr.uub lnln lmlu and mn-nlnn--l a
1

That's the question I've been asking
myselflately. And [ think it's time the global
Tuxury industry asked it too.

What Russia taught us: When Russia
invaded Ukraine in 2022, I watched the
industry act faster than I had ever seen
before, LVMH shut down its boutiques in
Russla, Chanel pulled out of e-commerce.
Hermés closed shop. For the first time, heri-
tage houses—known all along for their
silence—took a stand. It was refreshing.
Evenadmirable. Finally, uxury wasn't just
about where you shop. It was about what
you stood for,

And yet, here I was, three years late
reading about yet another brutal attack by
Pakistani-sponsored terrorists on Indian
clvilians, and what did we hear from the
global huxury communi

N

hvuun to emerge: a subtle discomfort with
the silence of luxury.

The luxury industry likes to position itsell
above the noise—untouched by the messi-
ness of polities, conflict or erisis. It speaks of
elegance and aspiration, not activism. But
what happens when the world becomes too
Toud, too unjust and too morally urgent to

Ignore?

posts. Nosymbolic gestures.
No brands sundh\u with India. Silence.
Silence isn't newtral: This is not the first
time, of course, G Sudan, Myanmar
the luxury world has become selectively
responsive tocrises. When Westem media
amplifies the event and Western consumers
demand a reaction, brands respond. When
the tragedy is quieter, more complex or
located in a less "critical’ market for the

industry, the silence returns. But here's the
problen: silence is no longer neutral. Not in
the age of Gen Z, Not in the era of conscious
consumption,

1 have spoken at global forums, taught
luxury strategy to students from Milan to
Mumbal, and worked with CXOs across
India’s luxury ecosystem, One thing is con-
sistent: today's luxury consumers aren’t just
buying status. They're buying alignment.
They want to know what the brand stands
for, even when it's not convenlent to speak.

The India question:

many ways, weare the story. Sowhen Indian
lives are bost to terror and kxury brands that
proudly advertise themselves in Delhiand
Mumbai stay silent, the message is loud:

some tragedies matter more than others,
As someone who has spent two decades
trying to position India as a strategic rather

than symbolic luxury market, this stings,
Consclence as a competitive edge: A few
weeks ago, was speaking toa group of MBA
students about how trust is becoming the
new currency. Not product trust, bat moral
trust. If your brand

Let me say it bluntly: (L] speaks out for some lives
India deserves the same QUICK READ but not others, it's not
moral  consideration being neutr: being
from global luxury When Russia invaded Ukraine, Inconsistent,

brands as Europe and
North America,

India is among the
world’s five largest
economibes. Our luxury
market Is projected to

global haury brands acted in
solidarity with the latter. After
the horrific Pahalgam attack,
however, all we got was silence
fromthis industry.

And inconsistency has
consequences. Would
you still sport a brand
that stood against one
injustice but ignored
another? Would you still

grow 1o $200 billion by Abrand's conscience can feel pride in a label that
2030, Our diaspora serve asacompetitive edge shows selective concern?
shapes global pop cul but selective resporses ex In luxury, perception is

ture, from Met Galas to
Marvel movies. We are
nolonger asidestory, In

pose
aproblem. if global labels want
the loyalty of Indians, they should
display loyalty to India.

everything. And the per-
ception here Is that lux
ury brands are picking

their battles based on a public relations cal-
culus, not principle,

Achance for Indian luxury tolead: Here's
where | see opportunity. Homegrown
Indian luxury brands—in fashion, beauty,
hospitality and more—have achance todo
something different. To lead not just with
product excellence, but with perspective,

When global luxury players hesitate,
Indian brands can speak. When others stay
silent, we can show that a consclence is not
at the other end of luxury— it is the soul of it

Maybe that's how we start defining Indian
luxury on our own terms—not just through
craft and culture, but through courage. [
don’t write this to shame the industry I've
spent a significant part of my career in, |
write this because I believe in its power—to
influence, uplift and shift culture,

Laoury ksno longer on adistant pedestal.
Itisamirrorof the times. And in times like
these, silence doesn't necessarily protect a
brand’s appeal, It could erode it

Assomeone who has helped huxury suc-
ceed in India and watched it grow from a
whisper to a roar, I say this with love, not
anger: Ifluxury wants loyalty from India, it
must show loyalty to India. And it must go
beyond a few boutiques and billboards,




CONTRAPUNTO
The factory of the future will have only a
man and a dog. Man will feed dog. Dog will keep
man from touching the equipment
- WARREN BENNIS

Factory Act

Trump wants US firms to make only
in America. He should get real
Bdor\- flying out of Doha on board his US-taxpayer-paid Air

Force One - not the Qatari gift - on Thursday, Trump mentioned

his “little problem” with “friend” Tim Cook’s plan to make
iPhones in India. “We're not interested in you building in India,” he
claimed to have told Cook. It's nota new line. In Feb, he had told “first
buddy” Elon Musk that building a Tesla factory in India would be
“unfairtous”,

Four months into Trump's presidency, it's clear that manufactu-
ring is at the centre of his vision to make America great again. He
wants America to make, and the world to buy like it's the 1940s or
"50s. Only, it isn't. US passed the manufacturing baton to China
decades ago, mainly because China could make things cheaply.
Analysts say manufacturing in America may push up iPhone costs
by 25% on account of costlier labour alone. And a finished phone
might cost up to $3,500 in US, up from $1,199 now. It would be
too expensive for US buyers, and
impossible to sell abroad

So, Trump's belief that manufac-
turing will help correct America’s
trade balance is fallacious. Nor will
his other weapon - tariffs - work.
While he's struck a favourable
trade deal with UK, and a seemingly
favourable one with China, he
claimed on Thursday India ks “willing
to literally charge us no tariff”. In the absence of an Indian
confirmation, the claim’s doubtful because India has to protect its
farmers. And after the way Trump claimed credit for the India-Pak
ceasefire last week, salt is a recommended garnish

Trump flew out of Qatar with an order for 160 Boeings under his
belt. That's a win for American manufacturing, but Boeing, although
America’s biggest exporter, is worth only around $150bn. Some of the
biggest American corporations - Microsoft, Alphabet, Amazon, Meta,
Berkshire Hathaway, all of them in the world’s top 10 - are leaders in
services. Apple, world's largest and worth $3.6tn, alsoderives 25% of
its revenue from services, its fastest growing revenue segment.
Trump should accept that services is America’s strength now, and
stop trying to board the manufacturing bus - or plane.

.o N .
Vijay Can’'t Win
His party must punish the MP minister for his

comments on Col Sofiya Qureshi, set an example
S upreme Court will hear today Madhya Pradesh state minister

Vijay Shah's appeal to quash a case against him filed on the
direction of MP HC's Jabalpur bench. The bench had strongly, and
correctly, reacted to Shah's derogatory and “dangerous” comments
“speaking venom” - about army officer Colonel Sofiya Qureshi. It
observed Shah's public comments “encourage feelings of separatist
activities by imputing separatist feelings to anyone who is Muslim.”
The court listed “prima facie”, Shah's offences. Thus, the FIR - filed
;ix hours after HC's deadline - included BNS sections 152 (acls
ing India’s ignty. unity, integrity), dered the
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RECEP FOR TROUBLE

Tiirkive president, who fashions himself as a neo-Ottoman sultan, also has a ruthless pragmatic streak.
His support for Pakistan is strategic foray into South Asia to counter headwinds in Ankara & West Asia

Ghosh com

Indians are cancelling thelr travel

plans to Tarkiye in droves. Travel

websites are no longer selling holiday

packages to picturesque Cappadocia

or Amtalya. For, it didn't go unnoticed

in India that during Operation Sindoor
l’nlu-um mlmm was using Turkish weapons to
escalate the nmﬂm Imml Investigations suggest
that P gainst India
were of Turkish make.

So, there's a growing demand now to boycott
everything Turkish, from apples to Turkish delight.
Ankara has solidly backed Islamabad in the military
hostilities with New Delhi. And while Pak army chief
Asim Munir and the military-1S1 complex were seen to
be the architects of the conflict, the figure who may
have been egging on Rawalpindl GHQ s Turkish
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

But what could possibly be his gameplan here®
What's Turkiye cooking in South Asia, a region not
traditionally part of Turkish forelgn policy security
calculus? Look closer and a potential recipe for
trouble emerges.

There are Brotherhood thes | Erdogan and
his Justice and Development Party (AKP)
are from the Muslim Brotherhood family
This makes him Pakistan’s natural ideclogical
cousin

There are two strands to his politics -
Islam st conservatism and Turkish nationa-
lism. With Erdogan effectively burying
Ataturk’s secular Republicanism, Pak leader-
ship has long viewed his Islamist project in
Tarkiye as a template. Think Ertugrul redux.

Strategically, therefore, a compact between the
two Sunni Muslim nations - one a nuclear state, the
other a Nato member - smoothly fits with Erdogan’s
plans for enhancing reglonal Turkish influence from
the Bosphorus to the Indus.

An Ottoman play on Kashmir | Erdogan fully backs
Pakistan's position on Kashmir This plays well with
his conservative vote base. And he likes to play the
neo-Ottoman ‘caliph’ for them., It also aligns with his
regional power tussle with Gulf Arab monarchies,
particularty Saudi Arabla. The latter has long seen Pak
nukes as an insurance against Shia lran. In fact, Saudi
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman has reportedly
said that if Riyadh ever needed a nuclear bomb, he
could buy one from Islamabad

It's against lhu backdrop that Erdogan’s moves in
South A b n. With Gulf Ar hies

Bayraktar drones. Erdogan apwmvmh likes to keep

strengthening their ties with India in recent years
(driven by a powerful cconomicsecurity logic) and
becoming more sensitive to New Delhi's position on
Kashmir, Erdogan sees an opportunity to undercut
the Arabs by staunchly standing with Pakistan in its
disputes with India. This ks Erdogan playing out his
own Ottoman-Mamluk war.
Plus, given the emerging
Gulf-US-dsrael  dynamic In

West Asla, as exemplified by the Abraham Accords,
Erdogan is looking at South Asia to cultivate leverage.
And Islamabad is only too happy to oblige - it needs as

many foreign stakeholders in Pakistan as possible so
that it doesn’t become the vassal of any single player.

Arms and the family | Another factor driving Erdogan’s
foreign policy is the domestic Turkish arms manufac.
turing industry that is closely thed to his family His

n-k Selcuk y is the of
Turkish defence contractor Baykar, the maker of

strategic within th
But other Turkish defence companies 100 have
benefitted from substantial govt contracts and invest
ments in R&D. Erdogan uses this new depth in Turkish
defence industry to push a militarised foreign policy
In fact, Turkish defence industry has emerged as a key
plllar of Turkish cconomy serving as a stabiliser in
times of turmeoll
Therefore, Turkish arms flow to regional actors
such as Qatar, UAE and groups in Syria to serve multiple
agendas. Turkiye, incidentally, is Pakistan's second
largest arms supplier after China. Hence, Erdogan’s

~/  defence assistance to Islamabad is part of his military:

strategic reglonal play

Kurds to IMEC, local polls to far politics | Much of Erdo-
gan's Jong political survival is down to his pragmatism
Case in point, be now seems to be making a pitch to
Turkiye's Kurds. The imprisoned leader of Kurdistan
Workers' Party (PKK), Abdullsh Ocalan, recently gave a
calltoend the armed struggle against the Turkish state.

This comes after Erdogan and hisallies made a wily

last yoarand Ibllity of acom

promise. PKK has now sald that it will indeed follow

through on Ocalan’s call and dissolve its guerrilla
units.

This has significant ramifications for Turkiye

\ and its neighbours. Erdogan needs a deal with

the Kunds to extend his political tenure, which is
looking vulnerable after substantial reverses in
Turkish local polls last year. But a deal with the
Kurds will also entail compromises that may not be
acceptable to his hardcore, conservative, nationalist
Voto base.
Sultans, after all, don't make compromises. Plus,
accommodation of Kurdish demands could also
revitalise Turkish democracy to the detriment of
Erdogan’s strong arm suthoritarian tacthcs.
But the need for political survival brings out
the pragmatist in Erdogan. And it ks this ruthless
pragmatism that the Turkish president also brings
to his foreign policy. With Israel dealing a body blow to
Hamas and Hezbollah, Trump looking to revitalise the
Abraham Accords, and given the possibilities held out
by the India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor,
Erdogan knows he needs to maintain Tirkiye's posithon
as the gatekeeper to Europe.

Hence his plan to dabble in South Asia to counter
headwinds in West Asia. But should those winds
become favourable for Ankara, sultan Erdogan might
change his positions yet again. Change, after all, is the
Erdogan doctrine.

After Op Sindoor: Don’t Do Another Simla

If Pakistan wants India to rethink the suspension of Indus Waters Treaty, it must crack
down on terror networks and extradite Masood Azhar & Hafiz Saeed

Arjun Subramaniam

1 InJuly 1972, India and Pakistan signed
the Simia Agroement that paved the
way for the return of 000 Pak
POWSs by India. As against pre-talk

| expectations that India would extract
a suitable price from Pakistan for the
mum(l the P(Mx India backtracked from its original

provision of ‘sedition’, as well as disturbing public tranquillity,
acts prejudicial to social harmony, and causing
feelings of enmity or hatred. Penalty for any of
these includes at least a three-year prison term. If
found guilty, Vijay Shah will automatically be
disqualified from the House. Yet, the FIR - HC
noted with alarm on Thursday - was “obscure™, It
had no reference to Shah's comments. HC called it
“gross subterfuge on the state's part.”

Whatever SC decides, Jabalpur bench did well
to act on Shah’s comments. It must be noted that
the minister's delayed apology was made worse
by his calling the colonel “my sister™. It is time desi
politicians understand India’s women are not all their relatives
women are individuals, citizens. Coming especially after his appal-
Hngmmmems. the ‘sister’ descriptor devalued the army officer. To

mi home ther: ge that ¢ lly-charged behaviour is
a political red line, BJP must make Vijay Shah pay It is for party
leadership to establish disincentives for this brand of politics by
exemplary punishment for Vijay Shah. Post-Pahalgam, all of civil
society and India’s political class have demonstrated admirable
unity Thelr collective outrage and collective support for the military
have been a balm for a wounded nation. Such solidarity is a lesson
for those, like Vijay Shah, who would damage India's social fabric.
Seeds of all communal rifts are sown by politicians. Swift and
exemplary action by party leadership can put a stop tosuch divisive
and communally charged politics.

The other Pakistan

There is a different country within the country
that is our hostile neighbour

Jug Suraiya

Thaven't met Hasan for many years, but I'm sure he lives in the
other Pakistan

Bunny and I first met Hasan in Calcutta in the 1970s. He
lived in Dhaka in East Pakistan, and would visit Caleutta for
medical checks, and to shop in the city’s New Market. He had a
dry wit that made him an engaging conversationalist, and we
spent many engaging evenings together.

We never discussed religious matters, but | gathered that he was o free
spirit, unfettered by rigid dogma.

Shortly before the liberation of Bangladesh, Hasan went to UK, and when
the new nation was born, he got a special scholarship to Oxford University

When Bunny and [ went to UK in 1972, to find temporary work there which
would enable us to save travel money to see Europe before returning to India,
Hasan got me a clerical job at Harrods, where he was working

m duringa college break
L2 ) Hewasour friend, philosopher, and guide In London, introducing

us to Lelcester Square, and Piccadilly Circus.
— Amuph-u( months ago. | got one of his ococasional
tsApp messages saying that he had moved from
lugular\ ein h-\d«mszmN
Separated by a ﬁl)ltral border neither of us can
tension between the ies in the after:
m-'llhcl the Inuniennu assault in Pahalgam inspired by Pakistan's IS, | think
of Hasan, and of others like him who have friends or family living in India
What do Hasan and thase who have associations of friendship or kinship
with Pakistan which, behind thec is
amilitary dictatorship with a one-point agenda of perpetuating an institutio
nalised hatred of India, that has brought it to the brink of moral and financial
bankruptey?

he f the Kashmir conflict once
and for all.

In response to a phea made by Pak PM Zulfigar
Ali Bhutto to India’s PM Indira Gandhi that he
needed more time, with a “Bharosa Rakhiye' (trust
me), Indla came away from Stmla with little that a
victor ought o have come away from the negotiating
table. Fifty-three years later. Kashmir still remains
the raison d'etre of the Pak army’s existence and
the principal bone of contention between the two
countries.

As the initial embers ol ()ver-nm \m«luot
subside and the
thread, India will have to navigate the coming weeks
with firmness and finesse. There will be multiple
pressures on India from different constituencles,
particularly from international players and organi
sations to stand down from the other measures
short of war that it took against Pakistan after the
Pahalgam massacre.

Foremost among these will be calls for India to
rescind its abrogation of the Indus Waters Treaty
(IWT). Humane inter-state behav lour ks governed by
mutual reciprocity. a factor that has been consistently
thrown out of the window by Pakistan for decades via
its strategy of statesponsored tervorism - Parliament
attack of 2000, Mumbal terror attacks of 2008, Url (2006),
Pulwama (2039) and Pahalgam (2025) being just a few
of several such attacks.

Notwithstanding Pakistan's recent 1!

of such a move? Three simultancous strands merit
immediate attention.

® Theflirst s toextract a general commitment from
Pakistan that it would cease to support and that it
would crack down on anti-India terror networks of the
Kinds that have mushroomed all over Pakistan,

® The second strand is to galvanise international
support of terror

tnu«ioﬂalllhrnuh\n-mm unutm’l‘l) available.
® The last and most important one, albeit a more
difficult one, is the extradition of Maulana Masood

Azhar and Haflz Saced, who may no longer add any
value to Pak Deep State considering their vulnerability
after Operation Sindoor.

While many within India too would question such
a demand as being unrealistically hawkish, such a
posture would convey intent and resonate closely with
recent ar of India's political leadership of

rethink the suspension of TWT. under no circumstances
should India backtrack unless it extracts a sultable
quid pro quo from Pakistan. What should be the nature

“zero tolerance for terrorism’
India’s counterterrorism posture in the past has
often been diffident and thrown up credibility gaps.

Since 2016 sertous attempts have been made to bridge
the gap betwoen posturing. intent and execution with
Uril. Pulwama and Pahalgam offering progressively
scaled-up responses. India’s declaratory punitive polkcy
that links all terrorist acts with even an jota of evidence
pointing at Pakistan as an act of war marks a significant
shift in bridging the existing credibility gap.

Terrorist networks, particulardy those that are
statesponsared and nurtured, can vanish into thin air
for years and then suddenly strike again at a point and
time of their choosing and when target systems such as
vibrant d Ses like India d vulne-
rabilities that can be exploited

Such a scenario was enacted in Pahalgam after
exactly six years of only low-level terrorist activity
Pahalgam can well happen again. What this means
Is states such as India on the trajectory of growth
and dnﬂopmfnl vmlrh are lorl«l in a continuous
have little

le against such

lop th and

Io play the long security game, even if that means
assigning large resources for both internal and
external security - such is the price we must pay

With regard to Kashmir, which General Asim
Munir called jugular vein, there will be no easy way
out following the Pahalgam eplsode and the ensuing
trauma that has been created for more than just the
civillans from across the country who lost their
loved ones in Pahalgam.

Two lines of action must be immediately rolled
out. The Pahalgam episode has revealed how deeply
embedded the ‘'Over Ground Workers” network still is
in JEK. This constituency must be exposed and isolated
even as the counter-infiltration grid is tightenod
Concurrently, the ongolng “'Winning Hearts and Minds*
strategy must gain momentum to bulld on the realisa.
thon that may have dawned on the common Kashmirts
who briefly saw the frults of peace with tourists
Nocking to the state in droves, and then experienced
the misery of conflict.

The writer is a retired Alr Vice Marshol and a militory
historian

Calvin & Hobbes

Sacredspace

It takesa
» grout dead of
character
strength to
apoleise
quickly out
of ane's heurt nather than out of paty: A
person muet possess himeself amd have a
devp sense of secwrity in fundamental
principles and vulues inonder to
enuainely apologrse.
Stephen Covey

Between The Serpent And Rope, We Sweat

‘Oh! It is there, around your neck, just

he serpent and the rope are
I standard metaphors in Indic
thought, used to connote the
unrealand the real increation. These
metaphors have been used from vedic
times tothe present day Hence, it is
important to explore how these
metaphors were conceived
Suppose you are walk ing on a half-lit
pathat adusky hour. A rope is lyingon
the path. In the dim light, you mistake it
for a serpent. You are selzed by mortal
fear. Then you muster the courage to
choeck on it, cautiously of course. You
flinga stone at the ‘serpent’. The stone

1 believe that so as not to be complicit in the of
happened in l‘:l.halnm Hasan and those Like him inhabit a space of mind and
heart, of ashared % which is theother
Pakistan.

hits the target, but there is

You go closer or a clearer view \'oulry
tonudge the ‘serpent’ witha stick. You
discover that what you mistook for a

serpent is a harmless rope. You begin to
breathe easily You thank your stars.
‘The threat has boen averted. You
moveon.

This incident encapsulates
existential fear: There never
WS & serpent except in your
mind. The serpent was
‘unreal’. It was imposed on %
the rope that was ‘real”
Imposing the unreal on the
real constitutes the funda.

it spiritual dementia. To see the

unreal for what it truly is torise above

spiritual short-sightedness. This beads

toacorrection of inner vision and
clarity in life.

Another common analogy
often used to demonstrate the
‘absurdity” of fear and joyx.

e loss and gain, is the maxim of
the missing gold chain. You
weoar a gold chain around
your neck. Evenamid party

mental folly in life. The THE SPEAKING TREE <hatierand laughter, you

Sanskrit term for the
unreal world, the workd of mental
projoction, s ‘prapancha’

Much of the fears and anxieties
that torment life owe to such ‘folly” of
mistaking the mithya, unreal, for the
real satya. This confusion arises from
smriti-bhransha, blurred memory Call

=== gently run your fingers on
your neck to check that the chain is safe
once in awhile. One such time, your
fingers miss the necklace. The gold
chain is gone. You are miserable. The
party talk and laughter come toa halt.
Everyone gets down to help you find the
chain. Then somebody points out that,

slipped out of position.” You are happy
to'recover” the lost chain, The loss" as
alsa the ‘rocovery’ was unreal, a
mental construct, like the metaphorical
serpent

The serpent and the rope, connoting
the unreal and the real, are excellent
metaphors. DV Gundappa. the Kannada
poct of Mankuthimmana Kagga, goes a
step forward in Kagga 391, He agrees it
was your ‘folly’ to mistake the rope for
the serpent. But was that moment of
mortal fear unreal” So intense was the
fright that you saw the rope-serpent
slithering. Were you not then ‘really”
scared? Swoat beads of fear had shown
upon your forehead

The poet emphasises that the world
may be mithya, but the suffering it
induces is real!
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I EVES WIDE SHUT &® Thousands of Indians see illegal migration to the US as investment

TakesaBitofaDent  [§ the Dunki Work Worth It?

Safe Haven Status

Need for tax-induced consumption revival

Indian corporate earnings continued to remain under
pressure during the latest results season, underscoring
the need for tax-induced consumption revival later du-
ring the year. Headline inflation, too, is on the desired tra-
Jectory, raising expectations of further interest rate cuts.
Stock valuations are being proposed up by a systematic
switch of household savings toequity smoothening in the
process volatility in foreign capital flows. The markets ha
ve moved beyond security concerns in India’s neighbour-
hood and are expected to stabilise after the US and China
tn-gana mmnuulmmmmmt toavertatrade war Still,
tehed, and th d;
mmmls uwml limited upside till earnings don't revive.
India’s status as a safe haven in an increasingly uncer-
tain global environment has taken a dent last week. The
country contributed to geopolitical vulnerability in its
effort to deter crossborder terror
from Pakistan. Its attractiveness in
providing steady growth in an envi-
ronment of fragmenting trade has al-
s0 dimmed with de-escalation by the
US over reciprocal tariffs. Washing:
ton is on course to seeking constructi:
ve engagement over balanced trade
with most of its principal trading partners. Return to
normaley will restore focus on Indum stock vall

Neera) Kaushal

ew York: ‘Dunkl’ migra
tion — illegal methods of
emigration donkey fligh
ts by hopping from place
to place — has received a
severe beating on social media after
Donald Trumpdeported several hun.
dred migrants who had entered the
US Wegally The common portrayal
of dunki migrants ks that they are gul
libde young people, duped into taking
highly risky journeys to rich count
ries, viasomeof the workd's most dan
gerosss and crime ridden terrains,
Agents charge anything between 040
lakh and 060 lakh. That's 4060« a ty
pical air ticket to the US.
Surely, there must be better waysof
Investing such large sums? Yet, chear
Ix thousands who have taken the rou.
te do not think so. If they succeed in
reaching safely and don’t get deport
ed — and those are two big “ify’, espe.
clally |n Trump's America — the
ths

and the scope fora tur A

Rural spending has made fair progress nf late. But ur-
banh holds have turned Further recovery
inruralconsumption isdependent on the progressof the
monsoon that has been predicted will be normal this ye-
ar Income-tax giveaways announced in the budget will
take some time to work their way through the system. Ea-
sler credit will have a more immediate impact, but is
constrained by high household debt levels. The 8th Pay
Commission will also buoy urban consumption through
the timingof its award. On the upside, the outlook for ex-
ports has improved with the dialling down of trade ten-
sion. But it will take a while for India toregain immunity
provided by domestic consumption

Time Has Come for
Samaynishth Bharat

Time and tide, we are told, wait for no man. And, yet, time, if
not tide, is a sensitive topic for timeagnostic Indians across
the socloeconomic and occupational spectrum, from presi
dent to the delivery agent to the government school teacher.
Not too long ago, a Supreme Court ruling set timelines for go-
vernors and the president to grant assent to Bills passed by le-
gislatures. The idea was to counter delays — unavoldable or
otherwise — and plle-ups of pending laws. Neither governors
(ex-governors, included) or president seem to have taken
kindly to the court’s timely concern regarding timelines
While commentaries have spouted on the impropriety of the
court trying to impose deadlines on these statutory worthies,
there is a real need to recognise the effica
cy of having timelines in place — and re-
pairing the well entrenched cultural no-
thonof IST. or Indlan Stretchable Time.

IST is a malaise cutting through occupa.
tions, professions and sectors, and its
normalisation — indeed, defence — is a
blot on our society. The bane of systemic
tardiness affects consumers and users of entities from Urban
Company and Zomato/Swiggy. to airlines and public infrast-
ructure, Bengaluru alone reportedly suffers an annual loss of
20k cr due to traffic congestion related delay Time is money,
and delayed justice can, indeed, be its denial

This week, the same apex court that has miffed elements of
the executive, indicated that it could ask Supreme Court lawy:
ers to furnish a timeline in advance within which they would
conclude thelr arguments in cases. This is well within its re-
mit. But punctuality must become mission mode beyond co-
urts. Like Swachh Bharat pertaining to public hygiene, India
needs a ‘Samaynishth Bharat” programme. As soon as possible,

Self-described real’ patriotsalso have
America as a no-go destination

Not Just Tiirkiye and
Azerbaijan, It Seems

countries atred their support for Pakistan during Opera-
Sindoor. h

ks out in their favour
Twice, in the course of last week,
1rode in taxis of Indian migrants in
New York City who by their own ad
mission came to the US via the dunki
route They were shocked when [eall
ed them gullible, and found my dis
dain of dunki migration naive. They
did not think they were duped into
undertaking their journeys. Both des
cribed the stupendous cost of their
Journeys as investments.
Satinder, who has been in lhl‘ l'S

THE RCONOMIC TIMES | NEW DE!

n—umm-.-.-t---m-mm

Dunki migrants are
undertaking risky, yet, on
average, rewarding,
migration. Agents design
travel routes that combine
legal and illegal means

1 rode, has had a less spectacular stay
than Satinder But he, too, thinks it

2023 Shah Rukh Khan starring mov.
Se Dunkl, that Indians who are using
the dunki route are unpatriotic to-
wards India. The character of Hardy,
played by Khan, refused the offi

stay in Britain to make the point that
e was a true patriot. His fellow mig-
rants, who accepted the offer to stay.
by this loghe were unpatriotic.

This is Bollywood bunkum. Dunki
migrants are not unpatriotic. They
are entrepreneurial youth, and the
sortof migration they undertake ks
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sands are charmed by the sucoess of
these migrants, and are ready to take
similar risks. While the actual num
ber s not known, data on individuals
captured gives an kdea of the scale. In
2023, %697 Indians were caught try
ing to cross into the US, up from
30,662 in 221
Both Kapil and \alll\lk-v rhlmnl
that thelrtrip mon
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winners
Take It All

ths of pl.uu\uu. and that they um
not duped into draining their family
wealth to some cunning agents. Why
did they not apply for visas? ‘Some
apply for student visas. But that re-
quires prior admission in an Amert
g can university and there s no gua
ir-mn- of receiving the visa even if
you are admitted,” Kapil replied. His
£ cousin who lives with him in NY had
S arrived on a student visa and Is en
rolled in a colbege.

Trump has decided to stop (llegal
immigration. He is treating illegal
migrants as hardcorecriminals, dep
orting them totheir origin countries
inchains, zm-lhmlmm;wum
in the US, El Salvador, or Guantina.
mo Bay Naval Base in Cuba. So far,

In Negotiation Theorx one of the
tooks for sucoess is reimagining
the scope of negotiation. Ina typh
cal bilateral negotiation, when,
sy one party bs buying another
is selling. the novmal thinking of
each party woukd revolve around
MNinding out how badly the other
party wants todo the trade, figu
ring out the price point at which
they would possibily walk away
from the deal, and then squeezing
the best deal from the other side
However, most smart nogotiatons.
will treat that thing or service as
amorphous and redefine the sco
peof the trade 1o accommaodate
& winning ouscome for both sides

his palicy has worked of
migrants entering the -_—
country viathe US

southern bor:

risky yet, on average, rewanding. /

Agents design travel routes that _
combine both legal as well as ille-
gal means

Dunki migration from India to
the US typically involves first going
toa South American country that is
relatively open to granting tourist vi-
sas to Indians, and then using mul
tiple transports to travel all the way
to the southern border of the US

has been a worthwhile in
and he'll be abl Iy ol his

for2's years, said that
rough his earnings over this pertod
tocover the entire cost of his trip He
now owns the yellow cab in which we
were riding. and a taxi medallion —a
transferrable permit that allows op-
ernting a taxicab in NYC. He told me
his family and friends helped him buy

trip within 2.3 years. His did not spe-
ak good English and was bored, he
addod. His plan is to work for 5 years,
make a lot of money. and then return
to India.

For close 10 400 Indian nationals
who have been deported from the US

82lakh

(about €L6cr), Inthe US, he doclared,

'SKy s the limit to how far you can go
AF you are willing to work hard*

Kapll Dex driverof the second taxi

ince.J; "\llk\ulunlxruumrm

crossing
with visas, and some stoalthily 5«
thons of these routes are harrowing
Iy dangerous, including the Darién
Gap — %6-km terrain of dense rain
forest, swamp and mountains loca
ted between Panama and Colombla
which connects South and North
America, where migrants are also at
high risk of facing drug cartels and

beenad For ds of oth

ers, that has not been the case.
There ks a grow ing sentiment. part

Iy fuelled from Rajkumar Hirani's

or

We don't know how many Indlans
who take the dunki route actually
sucosed. What we know is that thou
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Forced Out Hmes

Q‘lllo'l""l.
some Mg,

Said, For Don, who wants
10 be king!"
Wile Nato just winced,
And Putin Rasputined,
Xi sk, Fab, wow e wou't
o @ thing!

“Acress 117 countretemaoness I“\
Note: Numbers of internaily Onplaced people 1DPS) are (Ounted at yeur end

Internal drsplacements are the total number for a8 of 2024

Affording to Age Better ;A%

T -

The share of India’s popalation aged 60
and above ks projected to rise from 8 6%

In 2011 to nearty 20% by 2060, accord
ing to UN Popualation Fund (UNFPA).

Consumpt ion varies among househol.
ds with elderty members across econo-

mic groups, with stark contrasts bet

ween households comprising the rich

(0% ), middle (60% ) and poor (20% ).

Urtan and rural differences, and fum-
ily structures — joint vs nuclear — fur

ther influence spending behaviours.

These changing consumption patterns
are set to shape the structure of sockety

In the decades to come.

» Healthcare Households with elder:
Ty members allocate 12% of thelr total

consumpt uxnpmdmw tohealth

For close to 400 Indian
nationals since
January, illegal emigration
has been a disaster. For
thousands of others, that
hasn’t been the case

der has fallen significantly

But will his government increase
Jegal channels of migration to meet
the US’ demand for medium- and low
skilled workers that lrvegular migra
thon filled in the past? If not, conditi
ons that create ilkogal emigration will
thrive, as will illegal immigration.

The writer is professor of wxcial otk
Codumbia Uricersity

e “|| Do you think we scared
oy 434m 4| the combatants away
“Acroms 16 Eantnesterr e ; with our fepo'ﬂn‘?

balance home-cooked meals with
occasional healthy foods and supple-

nuclear families has led to more sent
ors Living alone, increasing their depen-
& " 1

ments, Low Rroups, especially
n rural reglons, rely on staple grains
and local produce. This limited va.
riety increases the risk of nutrient

Binge Gaming
There' exhi

Thisability to think outside the
b, e bnteral dimensions to the
discussion, and embeace the con-
copt of a win-win solution bs part
of alarger vision of our existen
o0 beyond the limitathons of our
possessive, competitive spirit

Inchapter 15of the Rhagwad
Gita, Krishn describes our exist
ence as an inverted banyan tree,
whose roots are Paramatima, the
supremne soul. trunk is the creat
or Beahana, branches are living
boings, and leaves are our know
Bt It ks an bntegrated whode, in
which there ks no concept of me
or mine, and there ks no scenario
in which one branch can gain st
thecost of another. since they are
extensions of the sume tree. Keep
ing this integrated existence in
mind, it ks possible (o imagine in-
Mindte wirys in whiich perthos on et
ther side of a bargaining table can
design the scope of a negotiation
50 that both walk away winners.

WhenTerriers
Chase Terror

Apropos “India lne, Ready, Def:
Tech, Go' by TK Arun (May 15),
Operation Sindoor proved that
India does not bebleve in brags
docko but in performance. Unfor
tunatedy a country named Pakis-
tan born out of Indla has always
acted inimically against it. Des
pite Donald Trumg s vainglort
ous sound bites, India stopped
warring after achiboving its ob
Joctive of sending a message to
Pakistan to stop back ing terror
Ists. India was cautious not to
harm anyone but the terrorists.
However, rightly India should be
prepared 1o face any ferocious
attack by its netghbour and be
ready with ammunithon build
up within, and propel the foroes.
o remain ready for glory

ABlistering
BizBlitzkrieg?

This refers to the Edit, ‘First Bell
Rings, Boxers Draw Even' (May
M) In the long run, L il war can
not be the solution to fsvourabile
trade balance. Ina lmited sense,
the US might have succeeded in
reducing its trade deficit, in Feb

% 3 ruary and March, but entered a
rural joint families often to ph During Janua
provide we I support ry-April, tressury yield, consum-
» Financial security The rich main it V d investime:

deficlencies. takn financial independence through and you becoene utterty consu- ot indicated re-
Elderty individuals living in joint fame  pensions, FDs, real nd stock d. v’ cession driven
Al d s market The middio classes  pursuit. It's not merely about by trade war:
nutritional support, as fumily members  often struggle lal it's about be- The stock mar
contribute to caregiving Incontrast,  juggling pensions, small savings and ng in it navigating ket bounce be
nuchoar families, espocially in urban family support, while worryl mxnl-uul mastering mecha: ok immed ate-
settings, may lead rellance  inflation and of Iy on a 90 day
0 o The poor vulner panse on high
» Tech adoption While over half of able, relying al by on govern: tariffs shows
Indian seniors now use smartphones, n:-nl penshons, nhﬂy nuumu' finan shoer bmmersion A game can whaat the US market mm mm
this trend is largely driven by the rich ural seni the Try
The middle class s increasingly ado- u\ h Iy Try ulu‘llrMMu\

pting dightal tools. But many edderty
members still rely on younger family
members for assistance. The poor
have limited access to smartphones,
the internet and digital literacy prog:
rammes. Elderly individuals in joint
families. however, are often introdu:
ced to tech by younger relatives,

» Housing cholees Rich seniors are

DOOCSS 10 ponsion hmfﬂh and formal
financial services, further widening
the economic gap

» Lebsure and travel The rich enga
we in international travel, wellness re-
treats and huxury experiences tallored
for senjor citizens. The middle opt for
domestic vacations, ocoaslonal lelsu
retrips and religlous tourism. depen
iy involve

Increasingly moving into luxury sen}
I f

tion.
toever go to the US — on vacation, to study or to stay — not

care,
without them A.u-rumqualm heal
theare remains a concern, with 60%

hat offer cire-
givers, recreational facilities and well
ness programmes. Middle income gro
In b

private

hospitals <|nu|us huh.-r costs. The fin

ancial strain of such expenses often
forces senjors 1o prioritise medical

needs over other aspects of their lives.

mt-m The poor primarily participate

in relighous tourism and community

based events, such as temple visits.
Urban nuclear family senjors tend to

song for too Jong. or maybe it'sa
tochnique to increase bangaining
power in barifY nogotiations (axd
find new trade partners ke Sy
i), bat the policy will lead o the
dollar bosing its ghobal supresmacy.
Shishir Sindekar

Nashik

RidefromCrown
ToCrown Jewel

Apropos JLR Buyers Hit the

Low

hospitals, specialist doctors and pre-
Ith Insurance plans, part}

Just because that 'y has been instr In okay- p
IMFloantoF lised India and haeriif

fer th ks, but be-
cause, for decades, America has been roguesupportive
M&M_Jm,“mm s Wealthier senior
dent Zia-ul Hag, Pakistan distin
St it 6o lity
1ol himto

cularly in urbian areas. The middle
segment

relies on a mixof private and

government healthcare, balancing
out-of pocket (OOP) expenses with
Insurance coverage.

tvate

The poor; especially in rural arvos, e

moved closer to a Chinese orbit, Trumpland .
3 that it has feelings'for Pakistan. "Mayb ;—;lnu:l huﬂhngll:njl:«un 'hnl
them together a littlo bit.... th d 1 b
dinner | b ment hospitals and urmuvu homes.
e New York, Grand » Nutrithon choloes Affluent seniors,
< particularty in urban areas, prioritise
Canyon, Napa Valley Niagar organic foods, specialised diets and

Baku, the super patriots will give these places, too, a miss.

w\rrn

dietary supplements for longevity and
wellness. Middle income groups try to

Y moves
toward an ageing econo

sotups or self owned homes, sdapting  travel more independently Those in rur Eripping narratives and exe Beakes, Wit for More Clarity on
spaces informally for ageing needs al jobnt families oft g PTA with UK’ by Lijee Philip s
but without ml«-uml carv. ous pilgrimages together, i Soreens, M), quik
msof soc Iy with Ir-llﬂn British brands assemble
edor with little Bridging the gap between the rich, on-screen chaos. Imported components or imgort
or; moklrrhﬂm-lh infra. They rely  middie and poor; between urban and s found in fully cars from Britain to
for | ebderly populations, and differ the freedom binge gaming of India. Buyers seeking these cars.
sheiter Inummmmll--hmlmm| ent family structures requidres afford. fers. There's comfont in repe- are walting for the skashed duty
able healthcare solutions, tithon, in the riythimie grind 1o take effect. JLR, too, asseny
nccessible tech oducation,  of pear; hypnotie bles various models at its Pune
sustainable penshon sch. Toops of msic and moverment. plant with imported componen:
omes and inchusive hous- I retreat from the munds 5. The components could also be
Ing policies. e, where friendships are for- stbject to lower duty The FTA's
As thy b 10% duty would be applicable

even for Importing pre- 1975 vin

The sriter (s MD CRO PRICK

my. addressing these dis blur the tage cars from Britain that Gol

parithes I tly allowed.

for fostering. wh 8 Anjan Chatterjoe

and inc all Nagpur

senjor citizens, nouhmnm-t::‘mn e it e el ®
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