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Modi, Mamata swap barbs:
War of words going too far

peration Sindoor was a military success which was acknowledged
by the Pakistan PM too when he was s on ally territory in
Azerbaijan. He admitted that while istan was JIHM for
strikes after the morn| puyenonmys-m lndn &r
ed them with BrahMos missiles n and getting throi
ns the Rawalpindi air base, thus lun:mg lh&ir now-promoted neld nurshal
lead for a ceasefire.
problem with India’s views on Operation Sindoar gett:
diverse with the passage of mere days after the ceasefire is evel ln in
the country just tends to §m intensely political. The airingof a dlversny of
mwn may be a feature ndlu s luud dzmuu'm:y But nowhere does poli-
rage with greater ion than in the verbal exchanges between Prime
Mhuim' Narendra Modi and Wesl Bengal chief minister Mamata

Banerjee.

The atmosphere at home reeks of bitterness at a time when the country
18 putting sn much effort into ing the message abroad of a successful
strike at religious terrorism that Pakistan sponsors wi using it as an
instrument of state policy. There is no denying that there seem to be two
lndlas — one with the all-party delegﬂnns carrying the country's messaj
of the right to self-defence and ther squabbling in seeking
\-nles lha! feed pnlmul power.

faulting Prime Minister Narendra Modi's critique of the
murkv Murlludabad violence or his expoundmg what could happen to
education in West Ben since uption has seej into teacher
appointments, too. If there is a rault Ime to this puhhc di , it is just

that India is permanently in election mode. Such is the political rivalry
that neither side cares for niceties nor the timing as the nation has just
come through a crisis of confidence worth decades in handling terror com-
ing from across the border into Jammu & Kashmir.

At a time of national salutation in having made ‘a moral point interna-
tionally regarding how terror tears at the heart of modern civilisation and
why it must be opposed, it would be ideal if Operation Sindoor were not to
be politicised — for elector as may ted in the ruling
alliance’s approach nationally on one side and, on the other, by the
Omemnn wilfully suppressing its gains while permeating negativity,

uding about the symbolism of the name chosen for the military opera-

y personal attacks, e ially the one from Mamata re
d\ePMwﬂJ ﬁnonheh 3«: woman” unnnnﬂwlnhﬁmhﬁ
referring to sindoor khela, are symbolic of the depths to which our netas
can descend when aiming barbs public, more often capable of maximum
wounding than making the point in a civil manner. But then civility in
Indian politics disappeared a long time ago with the passing of of
statesman-like stature.
Bven at a time when it is possible to savour yet another military victory
er Pakistan, it is only the polls that seem to overwhelm the thinking in
pnlllicinn.l Neither side is absolved of speaking as if the public vote is the
x‘lh\ng that ever matters in this scramble to rule India fr
or the states, More is the pity, for the national cause in which India unified
during Operation Sindoor seems ripe to dissipate, if it hasn't already.

Heed IAF Chief’s alert on delays

ndia’s Air Chief Marshal Amar Preet Singh’s remarks on the never-end-
ing development of defence projects in India should serve as a wake-up
call for the government, research institutions and end-users. While pro
}act delays are not new to India and have occurred for various reasons,
id comments underscore the urgency of finding a solution to lhll
perennul issue.

Referring to delays in the development of the Light Combat Aircraft
(LCA) and Advanced Medium Combat Aircraft (AMCA), the Indian Air
Force chief questioned why an organisation would agree to build or deliv-
er something that it knows cannot be done. In response to a similar out-
burst, the Hindustan Aeronautics Limited (HAL) head had offered a meek

defence, citing technol apnrtheid among other issues.
e reason for ACM S ‘s outburst is the depletlng number of wnzr
jets that 1nd.ta ha: — nmund 31 combat squadrons or 556 jets against the

or 756 jets — showing a shortage of 200
med 'nm mmpnrs unln\ ourably with the 142 squadrons main-
be' neighbour

count: ~— Pakistan’s 20 squadrons, Bangladesh's

12 and China's 110. Operauon Sindoor, where China actively sup-

ed Pakistan, missed in weapon have moved
ond the lmdemlc realm.

le the denial of technology has played a key role in these delays, the

greater contributor is the lack of klller instinct in dmlopen such as HAL.
Um‘ke"r;llvﬁtil.dbe !usd.nel.l it safe b oty
tend to pmcensoc often playing it safe by strictl

Private on the other hand, are mulmr?—

which is exactly what India needs now. The government deserves

ented —
credit for allowing the entr‘u( rivate firms into defence uction.
The government, service chiefs, researchers and academia must note that

hinese defence projects were undertaken through reverse engineer-
The government must undenu.nd t there are many paths to a des-
tination, and all one needs is an explorer’s spirit.
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Yhe ’ considerved appropriate for the hich followed. of vigilante groups 'Paki-bashing”, it 3 testimany,
Dhondy mmmhm%ﬁvp a:m ]?na—ﬁm a als and on fam q:ud:id&n_ Beow gavernment and
Cabbages my!mlﬂ!ﬂmﬂwxmmm Dol of white B b Pk ahing wes Tt Poang v of ot Bt
& K'I‘l s agitators in the End of London amongst the Ban: and chased off the streets. mentary the “Indian media"
g wm.lmm‘unmh-m» [ used my expersences in the Bengali struggle to  propaganda Bangladesh.
for a multiracial palitical platform called Race  write several fictioms and a TV drama  the Indian media but was unaware that this was a
Mmhmnlhmn series for the called King of the Gheto. The  principal trend.
she. clothingsweatshop workers who had  books and the film were commented on by the gra- Mﬂhmdpmhbm-m
= A Never cass pearls before swine” Dbeen cheated into believing that they had “bought"a  clous Bangladeshi-origin MP, Rupa Haqg, after the tary film featuring the
‘ house which actually belonged to the Greater n-ﬁnwhmn;gndm revalt. | would pﬁuunnwn:h
3 aShm - T = . Mmﬂwaﬂﬁu!ﬁﬁh&nm‘? m: of BHAG and move- %mm&ymmmm
. ) assistance when the GLC threatened to evict them. and then screened the film toa) audience thwihmmﬂmﬂigmmu
ln UK and tl"e 2024 an: hwuu:mh; front &tam qmdm;:l and hwlmi; - m?«fm was dedicated ""ﬂwmmu;:'m-mdm
panellist... Gentle reader, you may well ask, if m»mmmmm'ﬁ:m the " .W were in as they were attacked
‘ e hi h m l'mlc;—“pw :g‘ mmm-mummuzmﬁ:mmzn.m muuﬂ::undmﬂnmn i ll:.l'nllmmwmun_u
upnslng, w c W ne WaS mmwn;f-rimw ﬁmdlhenﬂlhhhﬂm‘iwﬂh On dmﬂlmmmlnmm
‘me count the ways. In the last few decades, the mmmmmmaﬂt with me were Shahidul Alam, the distin- into analysis of the occasion, 1 spoke
swept Bangladesh isifE=Sesigssn seResnSaia st S bos Sot e Sienmra e
few weeks at a time, | have conducted screenplay mnmmﬂummmhd son for the dex that the popular movement is,
writing workshops for the Dacca Film 3 ‘Tower Hamlets the GLC had left empty government, and Nayanika apro- :g‘nmmm-m\-
ane aver a ane that can win
hosted by British MP Apsana Begum, wasshowinga  London's East Goswami. His film nlnwAurlu.ltunbe
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Rohingya ‘Corridor’ poses a

threat to India’s Northeast

humanitarian
corridor for the

for the India-led Ka-
Multi-Modal Trade
Project
the latter

not agree to this

nese help, a year after the
inking of the India-led

5

gllsm both By
Muslims  (in lemne
Buddhists cmmtme 522

corridor W
have the s

tion of refugees, movement
of drugs and Myanmar-
based militant into

the Northeast. '\ 8
corridor like this would
have longterm implica-
tions of conflict
between Junt
Arakan Army, thereby de-
stabilising the security sit-
uation in Rakhine, which
would further delay India’s
KMMTTP that is

now increasingly
the only alternative to

hﬂg Siliguri choke, given
B e
y towards [ndia.

| (EAG;) And l.be

and fight the )nm?
junta’
llA also & question that

oumeltnmhﬂ
roposed corridor

would JL: adversely affect
the security situation in
India's Nartheast. With the

Pakistan and China to
foment trouble in the

Northeast. recent
killings of 10 Myanmar-
based militants at Chandel
in Manipur by the Assam
Rifles on Mx 15 may just

that the UN be
offering that this nurrldorhe benugmfmmptumme
ve tl
way for resef da-:hahndmhsmelv
The Dot be in 's

(PDﬂmﬁﬁW&uﬂy

sees an opportunity to
enter Myanmar, where the
Chinese influence reigns

a complicit mﬁus
let r all, besides
the mtllndh bluster, the

tions
days mn';mm see
mult!

LETTERS

KAMAL NEED NOT

APOLOGISE

Actor politician Kamal
Haasan's 'Tamil-Kannada'
remark has been blown out
of proportion. It is surpris-
ing that some people even
in TN have bombarded him
and want him to apologise.
Kamal has rightly stated
that politicians have no
knowledge to talk about
language and its origin.
Historians and archaeolo-
gists have long back pre-
sented documented proof
that all southern languages
may have derived from
Tamil, which is the world’s
oldest surviving language.
If South Indian languages
like Telugu, Kannada and
Malayalam were parts of a
tree, Tamil is the root".
Kamal's comments should
be taken in a lighter vein.
The actor-politician has not
committed a grave crime
nor insulted Kannada. An
apology is unnecessary.
M.C.VIJAY SHANKAR
Chennai

LAST NAIL IN
PMK COFFIN

PMK founder Dr. 8. Ramadoss' remark

Ram:
at 35 years is the last nail

the
coffin. Through this observati
belittled himself in

senlar Ramadoss

Our mil veterans and stra
o lnﬂl'hdm&m

ners are moee
eriticising and commenting
comfort

ﬂlelrhnnvs_abam!henq:s

iple
India has tw be watchful
and be ive over am;
move that is not in its
national interest.

r Y 3 V

itable strategy that will final
a sul at wi one
solution to Pakistan's mnthzld belliger-
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imbatore
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Civilians need physical and economic
/ to recover from the shelli

ammu and Kashmir bore the brunt of Pa-

kistan’s response to Operation Sindoor,

and Union Home Minister Amit Shah right-
ly focused on both security and development
during his visit to Poonch, where residential
areas were hit by shelling from across the border.
Acmnwdwr\dvemﬂdpackmuphmedm
side the construction of mare ung
ters for civilians. The J&K government is still in
the process of assessing damages, but Poonch
was by far the worst-affected district. A prelimin-
ary report submitted by a committee set up by
the BIP to the Ministry of Home Affairs identified
1,500 houses ~ 690 in Poonch and 534 in Uri -
that were damaged in the indiscriminate shelling.
At least 18 civilians - 4 in Poonch alone - lost
their lives. Pakistani shelling hit towns in Poonch,
Baramulla, Kupwara and Rajouri, and lhc dim
age to civilian infrastructure was ¢ b

s India reflects on the outcome of the
brief military conflict with Pakistan in
early May, it may be worthwhile to
over the current reality that
even as India’s cultural diversity and sweep of

countries in its vicinity and beyond. An
incorrigible Pakistan is continually finding ways
and means every few years to provoke a conflict,
and despite being worsted in every one of these
conflicts and wars, remains undeterred, seeking
to ‘bleed lndhbyalln.andmn

The of a secular dk
India appears to be anathema to Pakistan. As
India progresses towards becoming a global
power (it is already the fourth largest economy in
into near

bya rmllury mindset, is contriving to find ways
and means of undermining India's progress.
Peace for India, hence, depends on who rules
Pakistan, which almost invariably is the military.
There are no easy solutions to this problem, and
India needs to prepare for war at all times.

The Pakistan of today
1bdly it is fashionable to talk of the

Mr. Shah on Friday visited the affected regions,
expressed solidarity with the people, and hand-
ed out job appointment letters to the kin of those
who lost their lives. Earlier, the Leader of the Op-
position, Rahul Gandhi, and entatives of
the Trinamool Congress visited the victims.
These border residents felt heard, their sense
of fear dissipated to some extent, and their mo-
rale boosted by these visits. The Indian Army’s
statement on the India and Pakistan fi

of the world order. The deafening
silence of the world to the ‘genocide’ taking place
in Gaza, with innocent civilians being killed at an
alarming rate, contrasts with the din and noise -
and the numerous efforts at peace - being made
to end the Ukraine conflict. This dichotomy of
approach stems from a grim truth or reality, viz.,
that the world has different standards when it
comes to the killing of Asians and Europeans, If
thatiunylmt!revldtnmnetdedm

that the | order is

“not having an expiry date” is reassuring for the
border residents. Life is limping back to normal-
cy with residents returning to their homes, many
of them shattered by the shelling. The J&K go-
vernment is struggling to meet the demands of
the affected population. This was evident from
the relief amount approved up to .2 lakh to fully
damaged houses. The affected and displaced re-
sidents described it as “insufficient” for them to
return to their once-concrete and multi-storey
houses. Against this backdrop, Mr. Shah's pro-
mise of a relief package is a ray of hope. Around
9,500 bunkers - 8,000 in the Jammu division
and 1,500 in the Kashmir Valley ~ have been built
by the Centre so far. However, there is a growing
demand for individual bunkers in sparsely locat-
ed populations in border areas of J&K, especially
in the Kashmir Valley, to ensure civilians manage
to shift to safer locations immediately in case of
shelling by Pakistan. The Centre and the elected
government in J&K should work in tandem to
help border residents who are in distress,

Steep decline

Rural consumption remains poor
despite the lowering of inflation

ndia's factory output performance

sured monthly by the Index of lndu:mll

Production (1IP) and released by the Minis-
try of Statistics and Program Implementation
(MaSPI) slowed to an eight-month low of 2.7% in
April, at the start of fiscal 2026. It also marked a
steep decline, almost halving from last April's
5.2% growth. This l with the hly

crumbling and that ‘might is again becoming
right’, one has only to look at the recent conflict
provoked by Pakistan, which the West scrambled
to end once they found Pakistan was the loser.

A crucial ‘sub-text’ to how bigger nations
intervene to end a conflict between smaller
entities is also now becoming available. For
instance, Ukraine's President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy has bartered his critical mineral
resources to gain U.S, support in the war against
Russia. In the Pakistan context, it is now being
surmised that U.S. interest in claiming to having
brought peace between Pakistan and India
(notwithstanding denial by the latter) stems from
U.S. interest in Pakistan’s store of critical
minerals, such as lithium, copper and rare earths,
Also, intrinsic to this is the fact that the military in
Pakistan, which is and has been, the critical
player in the regional sweepstakes, is unlikely to
forget the U.S. President’s ‘gesture’ even if there is
little substance to his claims,

Peace in the subcontinent is the major casualty
today, and not solely because of the short (recent)
India-Pakistan conflict. India, and the region itself

Join FREE Whatsapp Channel https://wh

Pakistan’s India war

today, confronts a military Pakistan which has system integration in place. All this has brought a
shed the cloak of democracy and is today a new dimension to airborne warfare. Today's
virtual military dictatorship. It has a titular ‘noise’ is, hence, all about air-to-air engagement,
civilian Prime Minister, Shehbaz Sharif, who is with speculation being rife as to whether
standing in for his brother (Nawaz Sheriff), whois | Chinese-origin weapon and air defence
legally constrained from holding an electoral mechanisms have the measure of India’s Rafale
MK, Narayanan office. Ulters and Western equipment. To equipment
Former Director, More important, the government is ‘in hock’ to it is the eff of the “kill
Intelligence Bureaus; the army, and the latter after having denied chain’ that matters, or is more important, than
former National Imran Khan an opportunity to contest elections, the capabilities of specific fighters.
Security Adviser; and is now showing its true colours. A few weeks ago, What is, however, proven is that the Aakash
former Governor of Pakistan’s current Chief of Army Staff, Gen., now | Quick Reaction Surface-to-Air Missile alongside
West Bengal Field Marshal, Asim Munir proclaimed that Russia's $400 and the Barak (jointly developed
Pakistan is not a democracy, but a religious with Israel) provided India with more than
entity. He went on to say that in the history of adequate cover. India possibly did not need to
humanity, there had been only two states based employ or demonstrate its ultimate weapon, the
on the ‘Kalima’, The first was the Brahmos (jointly developed with Russia).
Riyasat-e-medina. The second, 1,300 years later, Pakistan clearly has no answer to it Bmh sides
was Pakistan. He added that ‘Pakistan is different | did, b show an i y for
from Hindus in every possible aspect of life - electronic counter-counter measures to pmemtz
religion, custom, tradition, thoughts and enemy jamming and evasion tactics.
ambitions' and that ‘Kashmir was the jugular
wvein'. The rest is history - a future in which Technological warfare of the future
further conflicts should be anticipated. The conflict, however, demonstrated in no
uncertain terms that future wars will essentially
‘What to expect next be technological in nature. Technological
It might, hence, be useful to surmise what one dominance and the speed with which escalation
might expect from the recent India-Pakistan takes place will dictate the course of future wars.
conflict. It is certain that there will be a Cummly.lmﬁahaane@mhkhmuhr
recrud of rel ionalism, not as d, but this
in Pakistan, but across parts of South and West ntcdnnlalw:ysbelhtcau Iliulmimponm
Asia. Next, is the impact of the technological thatina fr
revolution ~ limited though the conflict might geopolitical environment, there will be little
have been. The conflict has demonstrated the scope or time for imposing restraint on a party,
uinalhyufmmrhu‘exihﬁmdunhmuh once a major conflict begins. Arms control
the shortest possible time. F also may have little relevance in
shwldv‘lewlfnmmamﬂhuakhddpmxy lmuanone it is already the best known
conflict’ between hi-tech military suppliers on secret that new nuclear warheads and cruise
either side. Each has been more anxious than the | missiles are being designed and kept in readiness
other to know how their equipment performed - | for use. The realisation needs to dawn that the
the Rafale versus China's ]-10C, for instance — nuclear threshold is narrowing rapidly.
hoping to find better answers to their i Itis o jon here that while
electronic signatures during future operations, India’s position on land, sea, and air is more than
Also, India and Pakistan have demonstrated adequate to deal with a Pakistan, the situation
their ability to flood the heavens with inexpensive | could alter in the event of a two-front war
reconnaissance and strike vehicles. involving both China and Pakistan. In such a
Abaove all, there is a realisation that there is more | situation, India will need to balance the
to drones' warfare than was known till date. combined capabilities of Pakistan and China and
Reams have been written about Pakistan’s use this will throw up some neglected aspects such as
of Turkish Songer drones and China’s J10C India’s lack of a dedicated satellite system and
during the recent conflict. India is said to have satellite-based surveillance network., It bears
responded by using Kamikaze drones and the repetition that modern warfare increasingly
like. What is evident from all this is that air depends on space-based assets to act as an early
Pakistan, defence today involves several multi-layered air warning system and for a variety of tasks, apart
dominated by a defence systems. Unproven, however, is whether [ from tracking and communication. This lacuna
military Pakistan could integrate a Pakistani ground radar | will need to be overcome in real time before the
indset, is llumi an Indian target enabling a Chinese next outbreak of a major conflict, whether with
contriving to JH0C fighter to launch its missile to hit its target as | Pakistan, China, or any other country, occurs. To
i wans and bmhaﬂmmdmhuznmmndanuhem rdm.lndhcaumuﬁwdm overlook its
bty o4 The latter is solely in the realm of specul as far as space based capabilities
means of essentially by Pakistan and China - though wlm are concerned. Space is the new domain of +
undermining comes out loud and clear is the versatility of warfare, and India must be fully prepared for this
India's progress airborne warning systems and the kind of eventuality.
{ Van2VRb6RGIOKH60 BAOF
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Don't merely enrol students, but equip them with skills

across
India are once min promoting their
mes under banners promising
, transformation, and research
mllmm This growth in enrolment at the
and PhD levels

‘ nhcndmniunnuun for colleges and

gauge of the eight core sectors by the Ministry of
Commerce and Industry, which posted a 0.5%
growth in April, also an eight-month low. More
significantly, it is a steep decline from last April's
6.9%. The eight core sectors make up about 40%
of the weight of items included in the 1IP. This
comes on the back of a 4% growth in industrial
output for the last fiscal, which was the lowest in
the past four years. Of particular concern is the
contraction in mining by 0.2%, the first since Au-
gust 2024. While the absolute value of mining ex-
ports has risen in the past decade from $§25 bil-
lion in FY15 to $42 billion in FY25, its share in
exports has fallen from 8.1% to 5.1%. This still con-
stitutes a not-so-insignificant share in India's ov-
erall goods exports at a time of great trade volatil-
ity. However, both manufacturing and power
production also slowed to 3.4% (4.2%) and 1L1%
(10.2%), respectively, in April.

While trade and tariff-related uncertainties are
most Ill:eiy to have impmzd goods output, the

on-dura-

suggests a dynamic academic landscape full of
potential. Yet, beneath this expansion lies an
important challenge: degrees are proliferating
faster than meaningful job opportunities.

A gap that needs attention

According to data released by the Ministry of
Statistics, the unemployment rate in India tends
to increase with higher education levels. This
paradox reveals a critical gap between academic
achievement and employability - a gap that
requires urgent attention.

This is particularly acute in India's
vast network of non-elite institutions in Tier 2 and
tier 3 colleges, where most students pursue BA,
BCom, or BSc degrees and their corresponding
master’s programmes. These institutions often
face resource cmmhl;;nhd Hmlud industry

mllrplpmwkhllwewﬂvh;]obmrka While
elite colleges make headlines for placement

bles' wmtfnrﬁmhirdcmucuﬂvenwnﬂnu
gests low rural as es-
sentials such as food make up a significant
portion of consumer non-durables. This is a clear
indication that despite retail inflation hitting an
almost 6year low at 3.16% in April, it has not
translated into hiﬁhu’ spending power l‘nf rural
s b

hall the gradual erosion of employability
in everyday colleges often goes unnoticed.
In many such Insﬁmﬁum. instruction mmlns
largely th al, with limited emphasi
real-world skills. For example, an English

Gourishankar S,
Hiremath

Teaches Econamics at
T Kharagpur. Views

theories but struggle with tools such as
Excel. This disconnect means millions of
educated young people find it difficult to

appeal and effectiveness of skill-based education,
dnpin: its vlul mle ln emnunic empowerment.

their degrees into career opportunities,
‘This situation stems partly from a deeply
enmmchtd academic cnlmn llm valuu
and akb

hts a broader societal
chlll : degrees are highly valued as symbols
ofupwardmnhﬂky.hndwyhmuhdyf-ﬂm
guarantee it. This is not a call to abandon liberal
ducation or abstract learning - they remain

lppnwim Within many andemk drdel -
prestigious ones  higher education is onzn
celebrated as an end in itself, while immediate

essential for critical thinking and creativity.
However, education must also provide tangible
economic benefits. Degrees should affer

literature student might study Shak
mdy)mlmhlommlurnhgplmtklllkiﬂs
such as writing professional emails, Similarly, an

livelihood is

often perceived as a fallback option, both within

have the most demand. Food prices contracted
for the sixth straight month to 2.14%, which led to
below MSP rates for most staples at mandis. The
government must focus on raising rural incomes
by implementing MSPs for farm produce more
systematically. This would aid in increasing rural
consum . However, a surge in capital goods
ompm mZOJ%inApﬂl ibrilfmmalowhu
ficl in the d i
investors continue with their plans to d)verﬂfy
exports, attempting to rely less on the US. With
u:de«hndmuncxpecwdmmnﬂm!to:x
volatile in the near-term, the Centre must
the private sector to increase capital expenditure
at home. This will increase incomes, and aid in
raising consumption demand. Export-oriented
sectors must also aim to ringfence themselves
from tariff, price and supply chain shocks by en-
suring a robust domestic presence, while also di-
1¢ outside the traditional export regions
of the U.S. and the EU.

o ML A o .~

may
Join FRIE Telegram Channel hitps://t.me/+{UYKgAFHBAWMGQ!

d and society. This stigma limits the

are personal employment is sometimes subtly undervalued. pathways to agency and dignhy especially for
Postgraduate degrees and PhDs are frequently students from smaller towns
pursued not just for intellectual fulfilment but as under-resourced &rummiom
a refuge from the job market, mnﬂnglcyde Aw:yrwwdlbﬂnirmmmuprxuulshll
where many gradh end up teachi digital literacy,
very colleges that p(rpmuu the same synem budpﬁns. data analysis, hospitality, tailoring,
It is imp that and health services — into general degree
knawledged this issue. programmes as core elements, not
Initiatives such as Skill India, Start: -Up India, and extras. Doctoral education should be diversified
the National Education Policy have pushed for to candidates for policy, analytics,
skill development, vocational training, and consulting, development, and industry roles, not
hi the i solely academia. Research remains vital, but it
remains ! Many und Juate and must be pursued by those inclined towards it.
p duate inue to emphas: Finally, the widespread aspiration for
rote learning over practical skills. While new government jobs reflects the limited
that have Viewl courses in Al or entrepreneurship are being PP i 4 ly percei
g introduced, they often lack depth, and these roles remain important, expanding private
education as a integration into the broader curriculum. sector and entrepreneurial pathways through
soclal contract improved employability will offer youth a
that gu. A broad ietal chall broader range of options, Enhancing skills and
a meaningful Countries such as China and Japan have oppmunlﬂes can reduce the over-dependence
connection successfully aligned education with i itive exams. India’s growing economy
between strategies by elevating tedmkal md vocational drmlnél an educnion synrm that not just tnruls
2 2 ad ducation to a central role ! with skills. Viewing
by development. In India, vmdoml training is still cducnion us n contract that guarantees a

meaningful connection between learning and
livelihood is essential.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

A setback for Trump All hype, no substance coverage, often to the point | as a former diplomat, read the public mood on Union government if he
U.S. President Donald The article, “A hype comes of propagating falsehoods. writer, and an intellectual Operation Sindoor and treat | keeps berating them?
Trump's sweeping tariffs crashing down" (May 30} There is no need to cover with distinct opinions has Mr. Tharoor as an asset ("No | (“Modi, Mamata spar over
had left most countries of exposes the truth behind ministers posing for selfies established him as an let-up in war of words riots, school recruitment
the world, especially the massive infrastructure against the backdrop of independent thinker. His between Congress leaders exam", May 30)
smaller ones, shaken. The projects. While corruption infrastructure projects, or selection as the leader of and Tharoor", May 30). V. Padmanabhan
ruling by the federal court and substandard press conferences about one of the seven all-party Nagarajamani ML, Bengaluru
comes as a major relief to construction practices have | projects that are in the d Z ions on
them now ("Major setback always been prevalent, we nascent stage. Instead, we Operation Sindoor is thus
for Trump as U.S. court have the added problem of | need to ask where justified. His global stature No love lost
blocks tariffs,” May 30). it hype in the age of social taxpayers’ money is going. is hardly matched by any The Prime Minister had
shows that no one, not media. Whether it is about Sharada Slvaram other leader from the recently said that the Union
even the U.S. President, is B 's initiath Congress. Mr. Tharoor is a and State governments
beyond questioning. ora company's strong advocate of India’s must work together as a To read mare letters

Pavani e, the media Tharoor, an asset soft power on the global team. How can he expect online, scan the
Secunderabad goes overboard in its Shashi Tharoor's experience | stage. The Congress should | States to cooperate with the | QR code.
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Mannepalll Ankamma holds her employer's daughter. Ankamma's nine-year-old son was taken away from her as mllnad for a debt and was later found dead. 6.x a0
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A nine-year-old
bonded labourer

Last week, a duck farmer was arrested on charges of keeping a child from Andhra Pradesh as ‘collateral for a
loan and then killing him in Tamil Nadu. Though bonded labour has long been banned by law, it continues to be
practised, say activists. Nellore Sravani reports on how the boy’s mother, Ankamma, a woman from a tribal
community, tried in vain to bring her child back home

Tirupati

Andhra Pradesh, who does not know

her age, decided to work for N. Muthu,
a 60-year-old duck farmer. He promised her a sal-
ary of 124,000 a month for herding cows and
helping him run a sweet shop in Satyavedu, a
town in the Tirupati district of Andhra Pradesh.
Ankamma took an advance of 15,000 from him.
When she was unable to repay the amount,
Muthu took away her youngest son, M. Venka-
tesh, as ‘collateral’. He also allegedly inflated the
amount she owed him to ¥42,000.

On April 9, Ankamma spoke to Venkatesh over
the phone. The nine-year-old boy told her that he
was busy tending to Muthu's ducks in Kancheep-
uram district in Tamil Nadu. Ankamma lives in
Thurakapalle village in Duttaluru mandal of Nel-
lore district in Andhra Pradesh, where she works
in her current employer Siva Reddy’s lemon or-
chard. She assured her child that she would be
there in two days with 242,000 of cash in hand.
She promised that he would be home soon.

Before ending the call, Ankamma asked Ven-
katesh what he had eaten for lunch. Curd-rice, he
said, an imp: over the previous day’s
meal of rice mixed with water.

That was the last time Ankamma spoke to him.

wo years ago, Mannepalli Ankamma, a
T woman from a tribal community in

Buried by the river

A week later, clutching wads of cash, Ankamma
travelled to Satyavedu, about 270 kilometres
from her village. But Muthu refused the money.

“He used casteist slurs against me,” she re-
calls. “He also told me that my son had run away

with his phone and some cash." De-
jected, Ankamma returned home.
When a month passed and there was
still no word from Venkatesh, Reddy helped
her file a First Information Report (FIR) at the Sa-
tyavedu police station on May 19.

The police began their investigation. On being
questioned, Muthu told them that Venkatesh had
died of jaundice on April 12 at a private hospital at
Pudupalayam in Tiruvannamalai district of Tamil
Nadu. He confessed that he had buried the boy
near the Palar river.

The police found Venkatesh’s decomposed bo-
dy and informed Ankamma. “1 knew it was him.
He was wearing a vest and shorts. [ knew it was
my boy though he had become unrecognisable,”
says Ankamma, her cheeks wet with tears.

While the medical officer from the Chengal-
pattu Government Medical College dedlined to
share the post-mortem report, the Puttur police
quoted the report and said that the stated cause
of death was "blunt force injury to the head by (a)
heavy weapon”. The injuries were “sufficient to
cause death in ordinary course of nature”.

At first, Muthu, his wife, and son were arrested
under the provisions of the Bonded Labour Sys-
tem (Abolition) Act, 1976; the Child Labour (Pro-
hibition and Regulation) Act, 1986; the Juvenile
Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act,
2016; and the Scheduled Castes and the Sche-
duled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989.

On May 24, Deputy Superintendent of Police
G. Ravi Kumar, who probed the case, said Section
103 (1) (murder) under the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanh-
ita, 2023, was also added to the FIR

Bonded labour is a system where creditors
force debtors to repay debts through labour. The

Act prohibits any person from making advances

o®

It was my
fault that 1
accepted a
loan of
10,000 from
acreditor. At
the time, we
had no work,
no food. and
NO acCess (o
drinking
water. So, |
ook the
money

KOTTAIAH
Former bonded
labaures

under, or in pursuance of, the bonded labour
system. It also prohibits compelling a person to
render bonded or forced labour. However, the
practice continues till date, say activists,

A debt that cost a son
Sitting on a flat rock outside Reddy’s house on
the irts of Thurak lle village, Ank

cries softly. Thurakapalle is 8 km from Duttaluru
town. A narrow muddy pavement leads to the vil-
lage. The silence of the surroundings is broken
by the crowing of roosters.

Reddy’s house stands in the midst of a vast ex-
panse of lemon orchards. Ankamma and her
husband Prakash get paid 215,000 a month for
taking care of Reddy's 12-acre orchard, tending to
10 buffaloes, and doing other odd jobs for him.

Ankamma and Prakash do not have a house.
“This is home,” she says, pointing to a small hut-
like structure, perched precariously on four logs.
The logs are covered on top by a tarpaulin sheet.
There is just enough space for them to sleep.

When Reddy is around, Prakash and Ankam-
ma sit on the ground. “They are Reddulu (Red-
dys). They are ‘big’ people,” Ankamma says with
a reverential tone. She believes that what hap-
pened was all her fault. “We will not leave Siva
Reddy until our last breath. We had left him to
work for Muthu and that is why this happened to
us. From now on, we will be loyal to him.”

Two years ago, Ankamma and Prakash went
to work for Muthu after Ankamma’s mother told
her that he may pay more. Taking an advance of
5,000 from Muthu, they began taking his
ducks for grazing. Though he promised them a
salary of 24,000 a month, Muthu did not give
them anything more than the advance amount.

The couple slept in the fields under the sky.
They often stayed awake at night, fearing snakes
and scorpions. They moved from place to place
every week, foraging for feed. They offered to re-
pay the debt in instalments, but Muthu refused.

Ankamma has three children from her pre-
vious marriage — Chenchu Krishna (15), Ravu
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Laksh (12), and Venkatesh. When her
first husband died last year, she and Prakash left
for Guduru, near Tirupati district, for his final
rites. When they did not return, an enraged
Muthu went in search of them. He took Venka-
tesh away, saying the boy was ‘collateral’.

“Everyone says we will get some cash (com-
pensation),” says Ankamma. “But we will not de-
mand anything except justice for my son.”

The Central Sector Scheme for Rehabilitation
of Bonded Labourer - 2021 states that immediate
financial assistance of up to 30,000 is guaran-
teed to individuals rescued from bonded labour.
Once the accused is convicted, the aid can go up
to 13 lakh, depending on the severity of the case.

Ravi Kumar, the administrative officer at the
Revenue Divisional Officer’s (RDO) office in Sul-
lurpeta, says the Tirupati administration is consi-
dering providing a housing site and compensa-
tion to the family. Satyavedu falls under the
purview of the Sullurpeta RDO.

Activists say the administration should also is-

oo

In addition to migrant labourers from
Odisha, Madhya Pradesh, West Bengal, and
Chh h, the most marginalised locals
fall prey to the system

RAAVISUNIL KUMAR
Convenor of the Vets Vimochana Coalition

others do not share their troubles. They fear be-
ing beaten up by their employers.”

He recalls another incident in which two
bonded labourers died of electrocution while
working in a field in Palnadu district. “Though
this happened a few months ago, the labourers’
families still work as bonded labourers,” he says.

Kotaiah's escape

Katti Kotaiah, 56, who also belongs to the Yanadi
community, escaped the clutches of his em-
ployer at Chilakaluripeta town.

I(manhlwesmaYana(hmlunyah\lluru avil-
lage near the beach in T
district. About 400 Yanadis live in the colony. At
least 10 members live in one hut.

Like Ankamma, Kotaiah blames himself for
what happened. “It was my fault that | accepted a
loan of V0,000 from a creditor in Chilakaluripe-
ta in Palnadu district. At the time, we had no
work, no food, and no access to drinking water.
S0, I took the money,” he says.

To repay that amount, his family of seven, in-
cluding three children, had to work as bonded la-
bourers for around 20 years. "We set out to work
when my son's three children were toddlers.
Now they are between 16 and 20,” he says. By the
time of their release last year, that debt of 21,500
had risen to U5 lakh. The family was sold more
than thrice, and worked as bonded labourers un-
der different employers, says Kotaiah.

He says their job was to cut Subabul logs, used
primarily in the pulp and paper industry. He and
his wife cut two tonnes of logs every day. “In a
week, if we cut 14 tonnes, we would get ¥1,500,"
he says. As per current rates, a worker is sup-
posed to get around 500 for cutting one tonne.

“These jobs were always fine in the first five
months. Then, our employers would not give us
wages daily. They would give us just 11,000 a
week. We had to work even when we fell sick.
They restricted our movements,” he says.

Kotaiah says a policeman asked him to leave
the employer during the pandemic. “But I told
him that I owed my employer ¥2 lakh.” he says.
Kotaiah sold his house, received as part of a go-
vernment scheme, for ¥ lakh to clear the debt.

It was only when Kotaiah's friend died that he
decided to leave. “We told our employer that we
have to vote in the election ( June 2024). He let us
go. We never went back, despite warnings.” This
year, too, the employer created a ruckus in Alluru

sue a ‘release certificate’ to Ank 's family.
“Release certificates can be issued only to those
in bonded labour. Technically, only the boy was a
bonded labourer. Since he is dead, the family is
not eligible for the certificate,” Kumar explains.

“Poor, unlettered, and fearful'

Andhra Pradesh is both a source and a destina-
tion State for bonded labour. “The problem is not
as prevalent as it used to be, but many cases do
not come to light these days. In addition to mi-
grant labourers from Odisha, Madhya Pradesh,
West Bengal, and Chhattisgarh, the most margi-
nalised locals fall prey to the system,” says Raavi
Sunil Kumar, convenor of the Vetti Vimochana
Coalition, a group of NGOs working on bonded la-
bour issues. According to data compiled by the
group, 402 people have been rescued from bond-
ed labour in the State from January 2023 to date.
Most of them, including Ankamma, belong to the
Yanadi community.

A report from the National Commission for De-
notified, Nomadic and Semi-Nomadic Tribes, pu-
blished in 2008, says the Yanadis are one of the
59 Denotified Tribes and 60 Nomadic Tribes of
Andhra Pradesh. As per the 2011 Census, there
were more than 5 lakh Yanadis in the composite
State of Andhra Pradesh and Telangana.

Noorbasha Babavali, a research assistant at the
Centre for Study of Social Inclusion at Andhra
University in Visakhapatnam, says the Yanadis
are extremely poor. Only 35.35% of them are let-
tered. “They have been exploited as they don't
know about the legal system. Their fear of society
keeps them away from the mainstream. They
don’t own any assets and stay on the canal bunds
and in hilly areas.” Ankamma says she did not
know that vetti chakiri (bonded labour) is illegal.
“Many Yanadis do not open up to strangers
even if they are offered help,” says Ch. Venkates-
warlu, a Yanadi leader from Alluru, a village near
Ongole in Prakasam district. “Unlike Ankamma,

Telegram Channel https//t.me/ {UYKgOAFHBAWMGQ!

Katti Kotaiah, 56, who also belongs to the Yanadi community, escapad the clutches of his employer at Chilakaluripeta town. Kotaiah and his
wife Katti Gangamma (in the centre), depend on fishing for their livelihood these days. GN. RAD

that they all come back, he recalls.
District officials of Prakasam intervened and gave
the family protection and release certificates.

Venkateswarlu says that while the government
hands out release certificates to survivors, the
rehabilitation takes place so late in some cases
that a few people, who find themselves without
land and work after their release from bonded la-
bour, go back to their old employers.

Today, Kotaiah lives in a spacious hut with a
sofa, cot, and cooler. He says civil society mem-
bers got him these necessities. Kotaiah sells fish
for a living. “Some days, 1 get ¥200 and some
days | make ¥400. Today 1 got only 200. But at
least no one is torturing us,” he says.

No action plan in place

“Apart from duck-rearing units, bonded labour
cases are reported from areas where Subabul is
grown extensively,” says Ramesh, who belongs to
the Rural Organisation for Poverty Eradication
Services, a registered NGO.

In duck-rearing units, children are mostly cho-
sen as labourers. “One has to be agile and quick
to stop the ducks from escaping. Duck farmers,
mostly Yerukulas (another Scheduled Tribe com-
munity), hire Yanadis to work for them. The con-
ditions are harsh, with no electricity and no
proper food,” says Ramesh,

In his report ‘Bonded Labour in India: Its Inci-
dence and Pattern’, former Jawaharlal Nehru Un-
iversity professor Ravi S. Srivastava says that the
Supreme Court directed all the States to collect
information on the prevalence of bonded kabour
in India. The survey was held in 1996. No cases
were identified i in Am:lhn Pndesh However, the

ified and re-
Itaszd 137,988 bonded labourers till 2004.

“Since then, no systematic survey has been
carried out. Bonded labour persists both in the
agricultural and non-agricultural sector, alth-
ough vestiges of hereditary bondage only exist in
traditional sectors,” he says.

Of the 402 people who have been rescued in
the past two years by the Vetti Vimochana Coali-
tion, members say FIRs have been booked only in
seven cases. “There is no Standard Operating
Procedure or State action plan for the identifica-
tion, rescue and rehabilitation of bonded labour-
ers in Andhra Pradesh. On the other hand, States
such as Tamil Nadu and Delhi have a robust sys-
tem in place,” explains Kumar.

While the Bonded Labour Act provides for
punishment for up to three years, there is no data
on how many people have been punished. The
law mandates a districtdevel vigilance and moni-
toring committee to be in place. “This was
formed in Prakasam only last year,” Kumar says.
Officials of the Revenue, Tribal Welfare, Social
Welfare, and Labour Departments say they are
not sure which of them is responsible for enforc-
ing the Act.

“It is important to identify bonded labour as
an organised crime,” says Venkateswarlu. “The
government should have a nodal department to
deal with pre- and post-rescue operations. It
should also have a toll-free number for people in
distress. If there had been one, Ankamma would
not have lost her son.”

sravanin@thehindu.co.in



31 MAY 2025 | SATURDAY | JAIPUR

ENVIRONMENT

GROWING INDIA | 02

Stone crushers drive nilgai

intofields, damaging crops

+  Stone-crusher operations and mining activities have disturbed the nilgai habitat in Palamu district of Jharkhand.
+  This has led to the nilgal venturing into agricultural fields for food and water and damaging crops which in turn leads to farmer distress and a growing cycle of debt and migration in affected villages.
+  Weak enforcement of mining regulations, insufficient buffer zones, and under resourced forest guards have allowed legal and ill egal crushers to worsen habitat degradation and escalate wildlife incursions.

irajoodeen Ansari, a sixty-five-year-old farmer, has

watched season after season of hard labour go to

waste, “First, | cultivated paddy, but it was completely
ruined. Then 1 planted maize. Again, it was completely
destroyed. And when the rabi season arrived, and I sowed
wheat, not a single grain was spared by the nilgai,” says the
farmer from Murumdag village in Chhatarpur block, Palamu
district of Jharkhand.

Ansari is not alone, In this arid patch of Palamu, where
waler is scarce and the soil unforgiving — farmers wage a
nightly vigil over their fields, For two and a half months,
they lie awake, patrolling the wheat under the moonlight, yet
any momentary lapse, “even the blink of an eye,” as one
farmer puts it, is enough to miss the speedy descent of the
nilgai (Boselaphus tragocamelus) that strips the crop bare.
Protected under Schedule 111 of the Wildlife Protection Act
1972, these animals move with impunity.

Mahfoox Alam, another resident of Murumdag,
describes their makeshift defence mechanisms, *1 would
take four dogs into the fields and tie them at the foot of my
charpoys [rope cots] so that if any nilgai comes, the
would bark, and it would wake me.” Despite such precau-
tions, Alam lost his entire harvest this year to destruction by
the nilgai, sustaining a loss of - 1 lakh.

Just ten years ago, such devastation was unheard of.
“Back then, the land yielded so much lenti] that after saving
enough for our own needs, we used to sell five quintals,”
Alam recalls, *There were no nilgai to worry about; we sim-
ply planted and harvested.”

‘The turning point came with the onset of stone-crusher
mining in the area, the village residents complain. As heavy
machinery tore through the earth, it dilruplzd the umm-ll
natural habitat and drove them onto farmland.

For farmers like Ansari and Alam, the toll is more than
financial; it is a loss of security and dignity. “How long can
we guard our fields?” asks Alam. *If I stay awake all night, [
must sleep during the day — and then the nilgai strike,”
referring to the extent of the problem where they are now
concerned about nilgai attacking their fields at all times of
the day.

Both the farmers have borrowed money from relatives to
meet thelr farming expenses, and they are now trapped in a
cycle of debt. With their farms being run over by the nilgai,
they have lost any hope of repayment. With mounting debts
and diminishing yields, the farmers face an uncertain future.
“Forget about the next generation; from this year, 1 will not
do farming,” says Alam in anger.

Alam and Ansari are among the last handful of farmers
in their village who are still farming, “The rest have either
left farming and migrated to work as labourers or are doing
some other work,” explains Ansari.

But these individual losses are part of a much larger
trend. According to the latest data obtained by Muuybly
India from Jharkhand’s District Forest Department, since
2000, when the state of Jharkhand was formed, Palamu dis-
trict has recorded 4,787 human-animal conflict incidents,
with - 38.9 mfllhn paid in compensation so far. Of these,

over 300 hectares
of farmland — whﬂe:qmvolvedlrmnckkmmdsqweu
incidents of house damage. So far, these conflicts have
claimed 10 lives and injured 22 people.

In case of death due to a nilgai attack, there is a provi-
sion for compensation of - 400,000, For crop damage, com-
pensation ranges from - 10,833 per hectare 1o a maximum of
- 21,666, However, neither Alam nor Ansari was aware of
this compensation,

Stone mining fuelling conflict

“There are several reasons for the i human-

animal conflict: population growth, infrastructure develop-
ment, and mining activities,” says Satyam Kumlr, DMnmul
Forest Officer (DFO), the

trict. LndnlbcchumnmhxpuﬂthPO a dedicated team
- gulded in pur\ by IMhn Forest Savim (IFS) Drohlmnn

BR. —is

hc-.\qulnm of Palamu district.

growth and infr il
pure!ypunhhaon b\ltmmmgnmnbochumuhmdn
pull factor,” he adds. He means that mining not only
dutrvylocuynmnmdp\uhumkihf!mbmnhodnm
human settlements and activities deeper into forest areas,
increasing the likelihood of conflict.

The Medininagar Forest Division, which covers all seven
forest ranges of Palamu district — Chainpur, Chhatarpur
East, Chhatarpur West, Kundri, Manatu, Mohammad Ganj
and Patan — spans over 154,000 hectares. "We have a large,
notified forest area, but the quality, density and canopy
cover of the forest land itself are not very good,” says Kumar.

Of the seven forest ranges in Palamu, only Manatu and
Kundri still have healthy tree cover, “In those two runges,
human-animal conflict is very low,” Kumar explains, “But in
the other ranges, there are so many stone crushers.” Where
crushers and mines break up the forest, wildlife moves clos-
er to villages, looking for water and grazing land.

“For tree regeneration, you need water and good soil.
You do not want pollution.” When dust from mines settles
on leaves and soil, young shoots cannot grow. The hard, pol-
luted ground cannot hold water, and seeds fail to sprout.

The mining industry brings more than dust, “Habitat
fragmentation is taking place,” says Kumar. “The water table
hdﬂwmg.mfmuxpmﬂm!yhyﬂngMNmm
ponds and streams are drying up. Even the nilgai cannot
find water.” With fewer rainy days and polluted sails, forests
lose their natural balance, Plants die, animals wander into
farmland, and conflict rises.

Early findings link illegal mining to biodiversity
decline

Tom-thempndofmmn;mdcmshuopenmu
on local biodiversity, the M Forest Division has
llundwd a pilot study at the beginning of 2025 at sites with

the highest cnmenmtlon of extractive activity — Ttakdag,
Charai, and others in Palamu dis-

using Forest Survey of India nparu. mum satellite
imagery, and on-the-ground observal
'I'helmmlﬁndinpmulmnmmmgmdmuhu
operations have had clear negative effects o flora, fauna,
and water bodies — damage that is already exacerbating
human-wildlife conflict i in the region,” says vameqh BR.
As part of this preli
study is bunxuuru out belmn villages Ioalad in mining
zones and those outside them. Initial observations indicate
that areas with rampant illegal mining have experienced
greater hlodlvenlly loss, reduced water bodies, and
increased human-animal conflict. In contrast, villages with-
out illegal mining have shown improvements in hwdm.'mm
an increase in water bodies, and a decline in b

impact is visible. According to Forest Survey of India (FSI)
data, between 2011 and 2021, Palamu's water bodies shrank
from 6,929.21 ha to 4,985.54 ha—a decline of 1,943.67 ha
(about 28,1%), Over the same decade, very dense forest
cover fell from 5,369.35 ha to 5,149.01 ha, a loss of 220.34
ha (about 4.1%).

When asked about the decline in very dense forests,
Harsha Kumar — a GIS expert with the Palamu Forest
Division — points to deeper structural issues. “It's not just
about dense forest — there's hardly any regeneration hap-
pening,” he says. “Let’s say in 2011, there was open forest,
and plantation work was underway. The division covers
1,688 8q km, but how much can we realistically plant? Even
Mwenunmnneqlmpuw.inunyunml'mn)ym
sq km added tations. Meanwhile, mining can
demoyzanhnmlhaumep«nod Sommprmtm
square km through we lose far more to mining.*

Forest guards are also ill-equipped to deal with illegal

. “Each forest guard is responsible for nearly 30 sq
km of forest territory, but it isn't one contiguous block — 2
sq km here, 4 sq km there, 8 5q km elsewhere... that's how
fragmented it is,” says Kumar.

Most guards are unarmed and poorly equipped, leaving
them vulnerable to periodic attacks by the mining mafia. In
one recent incident, five forest guards were brutally beaten,

ding to the FIR regi d at the Chh Block
Police Station on March 23, 2025,

When contacted, forest guard Ashutosh Tiwari
explained, "All of us live in fear of the mafia — none of our
attackers have Mnlnm&w:hvemwupou.nom
we're beaten, there's no justice.”

Palamu currently has over 300 lnpl]y mp-tm.-d stone-
crusher units, ding to the of
Mines and Geology.

But those official numbers may only be the tip of the fee-
berg. Village residents and Satyam Kumar both estimate
that unlicensed — or outright illegal — crushing units could
outnumber the legal ones by & wide margin.

“All night, you can hear tractors roaring from the forest
edge, blasting loud music and crushing stone,” says Kanhai
Prasad of Charai village. He shows the damage, and even his
mesh netting can't sop. “Ours was once a prosperous vil-
lage, but not anymore.” He has set up a mesh net around a
plot near his house to protect the vegetables he Is already
growing from nilgai.

maq)ww&rmowmm.cmnlhnd bat it
isn't all in one phco As the nilgai invasion intensified in his

village, his d area kept shrinking. Now, he can only

conflict.

Mongabay India also visited three villages where the
study Is being conducted, Murumdag, Cherai, and
Bachkoma and documented the same patterns of habitat
degradation and biodiversity loss.

As one crossed the rural roads of Chattarpur block,
clouds of dust, the distant roar of crushers, and convoys of
laden lorries made it impossible to ignore the scale of distur-
bance to both wildlife and local communities.

Current mining laws aren't strict enough

Kumar says current mining laws aren't strict enough.
Companies only need to stay 250 metres from the forest
edge — too small a distance since dust still drifts in and stops
young trees from growing. He argues the buffer should be at
least one kilometre.

‘The law also calls for a green belt around each mine and
sprinklers to control dust. In Palamu, though, most mines
and crushers ignore these rules: lheyvenun!yunbem,
skip dust systems, and

farm the three bighas (about 2.2 acres) right next to his
home, “How can | possibly guard all of it by myself?" he says
in frustration,

A way forward

“To combat man-animal conflict, we're zoning the entire
Medininagar Forest Division into three distinct areas. First,
zones that are ively richer in biod and
already have water sources will be developed further to cre-
ate even better habitats,” says Kumar,

Second, in the scrub and open-forest zones, we will carry
out massive plantations of native species under the
v i and

u
Planning Aud',wr'ny (CAMPA) and Green Credit Scheme,
alongside grading operations and the creation of new water
bodies.

Third, for the completely rocky areas, we will consult
expert institutions — such as the Indian Council of Forestry
Rummh and Education (ICFRE) and the Institute of Forest

Satyam Kumar. Without strong avull;hl.. forests beu lh:
full brunt of mining.

“And with only a 250-metre buffer, the forest remains
under constant pressure from illegal mining,” he adds, The

in Ranchi, as well as other specialised bodies —
loldvnemmlhebﬂ;ndmglzd!mmm'

“Even if the government gives us nothing more,” Ansari
sighed, “just enough mesh fencing per acre — and we'd
stand a chance.”
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IRST the spine-chilling facts

about the state-of-affairs in In-
dia vis-d-vis the judicial delivery
system. A startling reality is that
presently there are over five crore
cases pending disposal across all
courts in the country. Even more
bizarre is that many have been
‘pending’ for decades together. It
is min ling to think that the
bail applications pending in High
Courts are approximately between
1.25 and 1.3 lakh, which is a sub-
stantial increase considering that it
hovered around 60, 000 to 65,000
cases before 2020, There has been
a considerable increase in the
bail appeals filed annually, which
stands around 4.3 lakh today as
against the above 3.4 lakh a few
years back. Given this precarious
situation, many take potshots at

the ‘lethargic’ legal delivery system
in the country, which, many opine,
remains the bane. This applies to
all types of bail, including regular,
anticipatory, default and interim
bail. Lest one forgets, the Supreme
Court has established clear guide-
lines for the expeditious disposal
of bail applications, recognising
the importance of personal liberty
under Article 21 of the Constitu-
tion. As per its ruling, regular bail
applications should be resolved
within two weeks, and anticipa-
tory bail applications within six
weeks, unless situations dictate
otherwise,

However, despite such constitu-
tional mandates and rulings by the
apex court, there has been no relief
for the people given that ‘speedy
disposal’ seems like a term that

is yet to see the light of the day,
as regards Indian courts, where
delays are becoming increasingly
common. OF course, the legal fra-
ternity has its own points of view.
While on the one side there has
been a steady increase in bail ap-
peals across High Courts with
each passing year, a dearth of
judges and other judicial staff, on
the other hand, are unable to han-
dle the overload of pending cases
as regards hearing and di

SC diktat will have little bearing on other courts

efficiency could take a backseat.
This being the situation on the
ground, one wonders if the Su-
preme Court’s latest ‘dikeat” will
have any bearing on the function-
ing of other courts. This is not the
first time that High Courts have
been given guidelines as regards
handling bail applications. The
carlier such 'firm’ directions by the
apex court have had litthe to zero
impact as lhe figure of pcndmg
bail ki

of cases. In some instances, the
pmdmg bail applmltom are lead-
ion of the

ceps.
Agamu this  backdrop, one
wonders the effect of the Supreme
Court’s rei that bail matters

apphunu. which reflects poorly
on the system. The gmtul pre-
sumption is that such i

should not be delayed even by aday.
“We have time and again empha-

delays in disposing bail applica-
tions could eventually lead to a
situation whereupon fairness and

sised the imp f the liberty
of citizens. There should not be a
single day's delay in deciding lib-
erty of citizens in bail matters”

said a bench of Chief Justice of
India Bhushan R Gavai and Justice
AG Masih, while hearing the bail
plea of one Vedpal Singh Tanwar
in a money laundering case. In
the Srikant Upadhyay v State of
Bihar (2024) case, Justice Raviku-
mar, heading a Division Bench,
ruled that while bail is the general
principle in criminal cases, this
does not extend to anticipatory
bail, which needs an exceptional
power, It was likewise regarding
the Satendra Kumar Antil v. CBI
(2022) case.

Although all courts have been
asked to follow the Supreme Court
directions and expeditiously dis-
pose of bail applications, the com-
mon man, caught in the ‘justice
delayed is justice denied’ syn-
drome, remains doubtful.

We can prevent many
people with disability
dying from cancer

Clinics need to be physi-

Congress in tatters, India in the
~ascendant: The story Modi wrote

Vadnagar to Global Vanguard: Modi's saga of boldness

cally accessible, information
needs to be available in a

range of accessible formats,
and extra time needs to be

allocated to get genuine

informed consent ensuring

people with disability have a voice - cancer care
needs to be tallored to an individual person, as -
~everyone's needs are different.

YIYANG,
GEORGE DISNEY AND
KIRSTEN DEANE

EOPLE with disabil-

ity are missing out on
scroening programmes that
could help detect cancer
carly, and after diagnosis,
are less likdy to survive,
our study shows. Overall,
this means people with dis-
ability are more likely 10 die

ing inequity at the heart of
current approaches to con-
trolling cancer. But there
are ways to improve access
to the types of screening

mes and  cancer
services many people with-
out disability use routinely.
What we did and what we
found We reviewed evi-
dence from 73 studies from
around the world These

Let's start with cancer

review found people with
disabilities are missing out
on these life-saving screen-
ing programmes all around
the world, including for
breast, cervical and bowel
cancer,

In fact, some studies in
our review showed these
cancers are more likely
to be diagnosed at an ad-
vanced stage in people with
disability. Once diagnosed,
people with disabilities are
still ata disadvantage.

We found lower survival

disability found more than
a third had their cancer di-

l.noudaﬁng‘dn.lnlhe

ment. People with disabil-
ity also had less access to

from. The situation is no
different in Australia and
it Is costing lives. In previ-
ous work, we found cancer
is a leading cause of carlier
deaths Australians
with disability. It’s the cause
of about 20 per cent of the
extra deaths we see in peo-

Why is this happening?

We clearly need to do more
10 improve health care for
people with disability. But
we also need 10 act in other

to be poor and live in dis-
advantaged circumstances
than the rest of the Austral-
ian population, which may
put them at higher risk of

ple, smoking,

healthy food, and drinking
high levds of alcohol - dis-
proportionately

which can lead to a lack of
attention to routine issues.
This can result in cancer
screening and routine care

The health system itself can
be inaccessible, with lit-
tle support to hdp peopk
with disability access ser-
vices. For instance, navi
gating cancer care can be
overwhel; lly
o peope vho aaed .
port for dadly activities,
transport or communica-
tion. People with disability,
especially with intellectual

Almost half of the cancers
in the study were already

ing, or proce-
dures - resources and time
overstretched
in public health systems.
and indireat  discrimina-
tion in health care, which
lead to poorer outcomes.

(The writers are from the
University of Melbourne)

N the annals of Indian

Ipnlllks. few leaders have
reshaped

landscape as dramatically as

the national

has Narendra Modi. Since
taking office as India’s 14th
Prime Minister on May 26,
2014, Modi has not merely
consolidated power—he has
redefined the very vocabu-
lary of governance, develop-
ment, and national pride.
His journey from a tea-
scller’s son in Vadnagar to
the most formidable political
figure of the 215t century In-
dia is as much a testament to
personal grit as it is toan un-
canny grasp of India’s pulse.
Yet, when I sat down to

| critically analyse his trans-

formative 11-year tenure,
some  self-styled members
of the so-called intelligentsia
accused me of giving undue
attention to Rahul Gandhi—
a man who, by any measure,
is now a political relic. If they
choose to serve as cheerlead -
ers for a party that has col-
lapsed into irrelevance, so
beit.

But let’s be blunt: a party
that once ruled India for over
five and a half decades and
preens itself as the liberator
of India from British rule (a
claim that is, at best, a sekc-
tive half-truth), now speaks
the language of our rogue
neighbour, undermines the
valour of our armed forces,
with dangerous half-truths
and bascless cynicism.

Just look at their post-
Operation  Sindoor  antics.
Instead of saluting the au-
dacity and precision with
which India struck deep into
hostile  territory—neutral-
ising _terror infrastructure

guished diplomat but to In-
dia’s collective pride.

Their  outbursts  aren’t
mere gatles; they're a decla-
ration of their frustration at
being outclassed and outma-
nocuvred by a leader with
the spine to act decisively.

Congress, once the custo-
dian of national aspiration,
has now become the chicf
apologist for anti-national
rhetoric. Leaders like Shashi
Tharoor, who dare to articu-
late a vision of unapologetic
nationalism, are derided as
“super BJP spokespersons”
Its saying that Congress
punishes its own for standing
with the nation while fawn-
ing over dynastic mediocrity.
Their contempt for national-
ism is matched only by their
disdain for the armed forces
and India’s democratic insti-
tutions.

When Modi honours sol-
diers or praises national re-
silience, Congress dismisses
it as “jumla. When Modi
projects  India's  strength,
Congress resorts to petty
mockery, hiding behind the
martyrdom of Indira and
Rajiv Gandhi as though no
other Indian has made sacri-
fices for the nation.

And then theres Mamata
Bancrice.  West  Bengal's
Chief  Minister  declared
there was “no war"—merely
a “small incident”—and had
the temerity to object to the
name  Operation  Sindoor.
Perhaps she should direct
her questions to the count-
less women who lost their
Sindoo( their huslnnds.

The Congress party's hollow rhetoric and its political
imelevance in today's India has been exposed. It brings
out their petty attempts to belittie India's military
achievements and undermine national institutions with
Narendra Modi's bold, unapologetic leadership over
the past 11 years. From Operation Sindoor's daring
success to sweeping developmental reforms and a
reassertion of India's sovereignty, the piece highlights
anation transformed by decisive governance. As the
opposition clings to obsolete slogans and self-inflicted
imelevance, India surges forward—confident, assertive,
and determined to define its future on its own terms.
This sharp, incisive analysis cuts through the noise to
reveal the stark contrast between empty rhetoric and
transformative action.

and digital connectivity have
reinforced the image of a
government that delivers.
Welfare schemes like PM-
Kisan and Ayushman Bharat
ensure that even the most
marginalised are not left be-
hind.

remarks were a disgraceful
affront 1o all those women
who lost their Sindoor. It is
a calculated insult that the
nation will neither forget nor
forgive,

Againgt lhh nauseating

li an enemy
emboldened hy' nuclear bra-
vado—Congress chose 10
scoff and smear. Their ques-
tions were not those of a loy-
al opposition but of a party
marinated in pettiness: Why
hasn't PoK been taken back
yet? How many aircraft did
we lose? These arent queries
rooted in strategy or state-
craft—they're the desperate
gasps of a party sinking un-
der the weight of its own ir-
relevance.

Rahul Gandhis crew—
flailing in their frustra-
tion—ignored  clarifications
from the Prime Minister, the
Director General of Mili-
tary Operations, the service
chiefs, and External Affairs
Minister Dr S Jaishankar.

An octogenarian  AICC
President dismissed Opera-
tion Sindoor as a mere “chut
phut” Jairam Ramesh, the
party’s designated mouth-
piece, stooped to equate In-
dian parliamentarians—who
were briefing global lcadm
on Pakistans perfidy a
India’s measured mpumc—
with terrorists, It was a spec-
tacle not of leadership but of
acinus

Rabul himself
into depths of impropricty
by branding Dr Jaishankar
a “hichand”~an intolerable
insult not just to a distin-

backdrop of a
mired in q’nkism nnd self-
loathing, the contrast with
Modis  leadersh could

Modi's strategic
mastery over communica-
tion—through social me-
dia, symbolic gestures, and
“Mann Ki Baat"—allows him
to bypass the opposition's
clumsy narratives and con-
nect directly with the masses.

His decisive handling of
national security—from
surgical strikes to Balakot
to Operation Sindoor—un-
d his d Is as

not be starker. When he as-
sumed office, India was stag-
gmn; under the weight of
policy paralysis, corruption
scandals, and a crisis of con-
fidence sown by the UPAs
muddled coalition politics.

Modi's promise of “Sabka
Saath, Sabka Vikas" clectri-
fied a nation exhausted by
incompetence.

Contrast Congress’ fecling
of isolation and desperation
with Modi’s unapologetic,
assertive  leadership.  His
policies—though  polaris-
ing at times—have undeni-
ably transformed India into
the worlds  fourth-largest
economy. Under his steward-
ship, the BJP has shattered
electoral ceilings, expanding
from the Hindi heartland
into regions long dominated
by oppaosition parties.

The "Modi wave” is not
just a slogan—it’s a tectonic
shift in the country’s political
geography.

His ambitious develop-
ment agenda—Make in In-
dia, Digital India, Swachh
Bharat, Ujiwaks Yojana—has
brought tangible benefits
to millions. Infrastructure
projects, rencwable energy
expansion, high-speed rail,

a leader who prioritises na-
tional interests over political
correctness. The revocation
of Article 370 wasnt just a
political statement; it was a
tectonic assertion of Indids

ummi:y.

On the global stage, Modi
has redefined India’s pres-
ence. His g has

a surgical assertion of sover-
eignty and a master class in
statecraft.

Of course, Modis tenure
has not been without contro-
Versy—concems over rising
majoritarianism, demoneti-
sation, GST, perceived sup-
pression of dissent, and the
use of investigative agencies
against opponents have been
raised. The abrogation of
Article 370, the Citizenship
Amendment Act (CAA), and
handling of protests drew
sharp criticism. But despite
this, the electorate continues
to repose faith in his lead-
ership. The BJPs resound-
ing victory in 2019, with an
even bigger mandate than in
2014, underscored this trust
in him.

In just cleven years, Nar-
endra Modi has scaled po-
litical heights that few dared
to imagine. And as Con-
gress flounders in confusion,
clinging to stake slogans and
Jymuk rmillrmml Modis

deepened ties with powers
like the US, Japan, Isracl, and
Australia, while engaging re-
gional forums like the Quad
and BRICS. The G20 summit
hosted by India in 2023 was
a crowning moment, project-
ing India as a confident, cul-
tarally rooted, and globally

engaged power.

His emphasis on civilisa-
tional pride—through initia-
tives like International Yoga
Day and cultural diploma-
cy—has sent a clear message:
India will not be lectured to
by the West,

Operation Sindoor was not
Just a military manocuvre; it
was a testament to Modi's
decisive leadership. While
opposition leaders wallowed
in  distractions, Operation
Sindoor delivered a blow not
only to enemy infrastructure
but to the defeatist narra-
tives of the naysayers. It was

0 com-
mand the confidence of a
nation that knows the differ-
ence between empty rhetoric
and decisive action.

‘The question isn't whether
the opposition can recover
from its current irrelevance.
The real question is whether
they can even comprehend
the scale of their sclf-inflict-
ed demise. As Rahul, Mama-
ta, and their hapless cabal
continue to sneer at national
achievements, Modi marches
forward—undaunted, una-
pologetic, and unchallenged.
‘While they drown in slogans
and scorn, he builds a new
India: confident, assertive,
and unafraid to confront its
adwversaries. History, after all,
remembers not the whiners
and the weak, but the bold
who dared—and delivered.

(The author is former
Chief Editor of
The Hans India)

() LETTERS

A“‘World No Tobacco Day’ resolve
‘ay 31 is observed as World No Tobacco Day by the
World Health Organization every year. The theme
for 2025 is ‘Burning products, exposing bad intentions.”
which primarily aims to make people aware of the harm-
ful impacts of tobacco col and its various other
products on our health, induding increasing the risk of
cancer, respiratory diseases and heart-related illnesses.
According to a survey, 42 per cent of men and 14 per cent
of women in India consume tobacco. Products like bidis
or plin tobacco are so inexpensive that the poor and la-
bour class easily fall into the vicious trap of addiction, In-
dia has the highest number of cancer patients among men,
While, globally, king cancer is the most common cancer
among men, in our country, oral cancer, also caused by to-
bacco consumption, takes a heavier toll among men due.
We must take immediate steps—especially through vari-
ous community groups, NGOs, and government initia-
tives— 1o reduce tobacco consumption. Only then can we
save our country’s poor and youth from this grave threat.
Dr. Jitesh Mori Kutch, Gujarat

Two women from Indian

Navy create history
WO wonxkn from the Indian Navy’s sailing team
aboard INSV Tarini returned after completing their

in a sailing vessel in double-handed mode—relying soldy
on each other, sails, and wind power. They also created
several other records-their yacht Tarini becoming the first
Indian sailing vessel to cross Point Nemo, the oceanic

of inaccessibility; the crew also crossed the Roaring For-
ties, Prime Meridian, and the Cape of Good Hope, endur-
ing some of the toughest sailing conditions on Earth. They
have demonstrated that Indian women are ready to take
up any ventures and prove their mettle. Indian women
are gradually moving from a conservative nutshell into
a progressive and | one, which augurs well for a
fast-changing society. By defying all accompanying odds,
Onmng:r‘ﬂihamdu = mdﬂRt::-n‘ have be-
come role-models for the younger generation, especially

our girls.
M Pradyu, Kannur

Kudos to first NDA women batch

HE first batch of women from the NDA has proven
that they are second to none. Their achievements in-
spire countless others, embodying resilience and dedica-
tion. They've made our nation proud, ensuring that the
tricolour continues to soar high. Hope more take up

this wonderful carcer in the future.
TS Karthik, Kilpauk, Chennai-10

RBI surplus: What's there for the people?

HE RBI's record surplus transfer of 2.11 lakh crore
to the government has made the headlines — but will
it reach kitchens is the million-dollar question,
In times of high inflation, job insecurity, and falling sav-
ings, numbers alone don't inspire hope. Unless this fiscal
windfall is directed towards public welfare, employment
generation, and economic revival, it just ink on a ledger.
Real growth isn't measured in reserves but in relief. Before
the government pats itself on the back, it must answer:
how does this gain benefit the struggling citizen? After all,
surphus without support is a hollow celebration.
Hasnain, MMERC, Mumbai

50% of IPL carning should go to defence fund

E suggest that 50 per cent of the IPL earnings
should go to the Union Government’s, or PMO's
‘Border-defence expenditure Fund’ This money should
be used to e-monitor the border like installing
CCTV cameras, drones, satellites; fencing walls wherever
feasible around Pakistan and Bangladesh and to cover
other military-related expenses.
However, the priority should be ‘peace takks’ with Pa-
kistan and put an end to all terrorist camps in Pakistan.
In addition, every citizen of India (143 crore popula-
tion) should pay at least one rupee to the defence fund.
The revenue so generated can go a long way in becoming
sclf-reliant.
Sreelekha PS, Boudhnagar, Secunderabad-61

thehansreader@gmail.com

(@) BENGALURU ONLINE

Bengaluru among global tech
powerhouses, says CBRE report

BENGALURU: Bengaluru, long celebrated as Indias IT
capital, has now carned a place among the world's top 12
powerhouses, according to a report by global
real estate consulting firm CBRE. The report, titled Global
Tech Talent Guidebook 2025, reveals that the city has sur-
passed | million tech professionals — making it one of the
largest tech talent hubs in the Asia-Pacific region, along-
side Beijing and Shanghai. The report evakuates 115 global
markets based on the availability, quality, and cost of tech
talent. These markets are into three groups:
Powerhouses (12 major hubs with deep and competitive
talent pool-). Eulhlhhed (6) mature | mukes whh :mdy
pipelines), and &
1. Bk abonrs Fina Dkt v lad nar
the elite “Powerhouse™ argory.)alnlqlhellhso{&i’u
Boston, London, New York Metro, Paris, San Francisco Bay
Area, Seattle,
CBRE highl
workforce as a key factor for its global recognition. With
over 1 million tech pulmlouak.thedtyh-b«unca
leading desti for i
and artificial intelligence.
“Bengaluru’s emergence as a global tech superpower
reflects India’ strategic depd\ in dnpul innovation, Al
readiness, and talent nshuman Magazine,

v said A
Chairman and CEO dCBR.E for India, Southeast Asia,
West Asia, and Africa.
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S THE sun sets, the quiet
nights along Guhagar beach
in Maharashtra's Ratnagiri

istri the

dcﬂnOﬂmwdlmgmmDazmbﬂ
lastyear, Akash 5
apamlahmﬂusunrmbdtofﬂn

Aﬂashd‘mdldn considered “turtle-
nﬁe‘—amdhrhumda)q&mnum
shoreline confirmed their worst fears: a pack
ddqsuﬂ'ﬂmjthlswtmhmwnn;

l’!(!l:l(ly laid by an Olive Ridley turtle.

located nearly 80 eggs from the nest toa
nu:lwhad!ry

amaknukobvehdkymnnur

22thi an-

Dﬂp.mdﬂ!buthmmpnam i I

giri district, with a tub full of Olive Ridley hatchlings that he will release into the sea;
with details of th ber of eggs, date of nesti

alabel oh

the eggsare

y
Join FREE Wh; Channel b
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to its west, Turtle 03233 — anii ion of

nnellfusdtyphyacr\nalmlemmm-
bio-

fish

her flipper tag revealed — had set off from
the Odisha coastline in 2021, where it had
been tagged by a team of Zoological Survey
of India (ZSI) researchers.

Turtle 03233's migratory feat brings into

coast — until now, a lesser known habitatof
he(livdidlzys

Mdisha,
tlut’s considered the home of the Olive
Ridleys. Here, every year, between January
and March, the shores are witness to an in-
credible sight — thousands of Olive Ridleys
come together to lay eggs in what's known as
mM(Swlish for ‘arrival’l a mass, syn-

mm%mamﬂdmhkhome
Ridley turtles laid eggs at the

rookery, one of the nesting grounds in
Ganjam, Odisha.
Yet, in India and elsewhere, the Olive

d iy pe )&tdu'uek They are smallest and most abundant of all sea turtle species.
jeliyfishand t- Other sea turtles in India include Green sea turtles, Hawksbill,
ing the fish population.” Leatherback turtles, Loggerhead turtles
It's a fact that Pawar’s teams highlight
during their workshops with coastal com-
munities across Maharashtra, “Fishermen
have now started realising that without sea
turtles, not only will their existence be
ir In ill also be
affected,” says Pawar.
The Ridleys and the sea
As dawn breaks over Guhagar on April
26, news of the birth of 33 Olive Ridleys
s Py ik WEGHT LIFESPAN
fire. Soon,a of six beach
portat What seems — GTE:2- 2.8 FEET —
almost like aritual.
i W Food: They sh snails,
sticks across the dry sand to draw a huge crabs, jellyfish, other varieties of fish

Ridleys — despite being the most common  boundary line, Dilip, 60, walks towards the and their eggs. W Rate of survival is very low: Forover
e speciesi coast. In his arms is a blue plastic tub full of 1,000 hatchlings that enter the sea
ing to poaching and sand and 33 wriggling Olive Ridley babies. ~ HABITAT IN INDIA waters,
ket it . by Olive Ridley
mmmmmmnsus one near the sea. -
—facingah Gui i f Indi. Wildlife
— in the IUCN (International Union for  the light, the turtles, all of three-four inches while (P ) Act, which 'y
Conservation of Nature) Red List of each, seem all too eager to rush home. As a i wrded the highest level of
Threatened Species. In India, they are pro-  crowd of spectators gathers around the Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh.
tected under Schedule 1 of the Wildlife yli the hatch- the species strictly prohibited.
Protects lings make a run for thy ily PROTECTION STATUS
timates o every 1 ings,onlyone  first, butwi ! [1e WThreats: Fishing: of
Olive Ridley reaches adulthood. ‘While some touch the tideline within five mummmmm
‘Which is why, the recent discovery of  minutes, others that end belly up are given a Ridleys have experienced a 30-50 meat, eggs, shells, leather etc.

Turtle 03233 on Maharashtra's Ratnagiri

pmhluubyﬂlir:mlnj\mﬁ-

coast cheer s
conservationists and the Kasav Mitra
Mandal, a 146-member cohort of ‘beach

‘
Kothapue

beaches were of turties,” he says.
‘ma NGO, hg saysstantd awareness

ten call on villagers to witness the hatching

house) to give birth, they should look after
her babies,” says Upadhye, who joined hands
with the NGO in 2003.

By 2006, the Maharashtra government
stepped in, with mefnrtst dqumn:m‘s

such Nisarg Mitra, ing its
Kasav Mitra or Fﬂemls of Turtles’ pro-
gramme.

The conservation programme roped in
vuﬂamslnramnﬂﬂywynﬂkumo:s
beach managers across 64 coastal towns in
Maharashtra's Ratnagiri, Raigad and
Sindhudurg distri

urg

Shardul Todankar, 22, a
tion beach manager, says his knowledge of
turtle nesting came from his father Alhad
Eknath Todankar, among the first beach
managers in these parts. “He has looked af-
ter turtles and their nests since 2013. At 3am
every night, he would patrol the beach.
Though ly i h
all by himself, Iwould join him at times. That
is how I learnt turtles and grew fond
ofthem,” says Shardul, a BComstudent, who
decided to do the job after his father passed

away in 2021.

It’s “nasha (addiction)", says Abhinay

Kelaskar, 36, aresi i

cination for turtles. “Usually, | wake up
around 7 am. During the nesting season, | au-
uumnallymltupa_uamamhndm-

Vilrant: h inasbeach 1 feel is inex-

manager in 2022, agrees. "Back when L first  plicable. lnlact,atum!s I even dream of
upthi L turtles,” he says.

d The project has begun to show resuilts.

ties beaches.
Pan hatlu hallu avaad nirman zhala (Slowty,
slowdy, my interest developed).” he says.
“With each passing year, I have seen the
number of nests and turtles grow. | believe

ing in our village, just like in Odisha,” he says.

Upadhye, who is from Velas village in
Raigad district, says the conservation effort
wouldn't have been possible without help
from villagers. “At times, we receive calls
from residen lsdemngusi;ouu

Over the past two years, the number of eggs
laid by nesting Olive Ridleys across
Maharashtra has seen a 75% spike — from 157
lakh eggs in 2022-2023 to 2.77 lakh in 2024-
2025. So have the number of hatchlings —
1.25 lakh hatchlings released so far this sea-
son, against 84.251 hatchlings in2022-2023,

In fact, Olive Ridleys have also made a
comeback at Kihim beach in Alibaug, a pop-
ular beach town 100 km south of Mumbai,
for the first time in 40 years. Around 70

nesting.
tering the h i ing the

h were released into the sea at
April 1

process of release,” !!says.
Friends of turtles

The project has also pr‘vvidcd anew
source of livelihood for the villagers — in
d!semishl towns of Konkan, fishing and

But not too long ago, these i
mmn‘tdmsmoyspm ﬂ!nnhs

xmmoﬂmd\fdmu—lhnnﬂ:ms

P the primary
For the tourists who frequent these
beaches, the turtles are an added attraction.

to provide a safe nesting habitat for Olive
R‘dleynu_msthmdisl;riminﬂus»tnn

study by the Wildlife Institute of India (WIT)

nmmnmmmﬁuﬁr

Source:
Join FREE Telegram Channel httpu-/imzlojuvamnAwM(.;Ql entangled in their nets, they perfformapuja ~ Since 2006, Velas and Anjarle towns in
Ysaﬂmaxhnnllusmdedmdnm the setti fe i i dapply iri distri ing Olive
i ﬁwns:gp K i ils shell before re-  Ridiey festivals.
MohanUpadhye ﬂarsexdmwnhlhe managers ensure the eggs left behind are mﬂlppﬂsmdh\dkhapa-ﬂkenatum leasingit i year
safely transferred to the hatcheries, whm the next two hours, it lays any be-  ago,the local that Alongrace
Anrlﬁ-n they. the arri the tween 80-150 eggs inside this nest, after dnheadnzsml}mrlndtyard served as a Despite the positive trends, scientists, in-

live in the waters — d. and

nesting rasm this

dodging
foraging for food — until they grow up over
the next 10-15 years and it's time for the fe-
males to nest. That's when they’ll retum to
the shore they left as babies.
“Their lifespan of nearly 50 years is full of
They from their

The study is slated to be submitted to the
The study o be sut

b
are

year-end, the Maharashtra coast is expect-
ing an influx of Olive Ridleys. Last year,
Guhagar welcomed its first nesting Olive
Ridley on Novemnber 15.

*“The forest department deploys two
beach managers lurmy2 km,” say! Kiran

wehich it uses its flippers to hastily cover the
egpmdunnmdesbxkimmm waters,

these egg
afdnadzs pmimm high tide and pry-
ing beach goers — over the course of 45-50
d:ysl:br!lf!ylnn:hmrally.
Videos that surfaced on social media in

¢ get

nest siblings within mii of birth, And
then, there'sa Ii&timeeﬂwdmmdzdmm
of course, human ac-

“While the Olive Ridley
much hi

cell in Ratnagiri.
Kicking off their night patrol at 10 pm,

the
on the

the 4
efforts cannot be neglected on the west
coast," says Kanchan Pawar, Deputy Forest
Officer of the Maharashtra forest depart-
ment's Mangrove cell, Soum I(mmmch
is Jeading efforts, "Sea tur-

owing to

trawling, rit

phsrk and other debris, oil spills etc,” says
Upadhye, whois in charge of the beach man-
agers and oversees the nesting-hatching

bance, the beach managers fan out until
3 am, after which they take a break. They
then return to the coast at 5.30 am and con-

Ars

tles are the most important species in ma-
]} e——

tinue the il 730-8 am.
Upadhye says Olive Ridleys typically

male Olive Ridley turtles to nest along the
Juhu beach in Mumbai were thwarted at
least twice in two weeks. These videos

nesting site for these sea creatures,
Seventy-year-old Sanjay Shankar
Bhosale, who was roped in as a kasav mitra
in2022 given his" of the coasts”,
says, "l was born in Guhagar and have lived
here all my life. Yet, | never knew that our
beaches were frequented by these turtles.”

cluding Dr Suresh Kumar, senior scientist at
the Wildlife Institute of India, Dehradun, who
has studied the movemnents and migration
of Olive Ridley turtles as part of his doctoral
mead!.sayit‘salun.mdahtdbnhn
vulnerable

species.
"Whnle itis essential to highlight the

Upadhye, ing to con-
serve turtles for the past 21 years, says, “Until
two decades ago, in several villages here,
people would eat turtle eggs. Not just that,

at the turtk i i i-i'u;

lings on April 26, a visibly znmna:l‘;:l’:;
;mWe after them as if they are our
Ifmhemph(harﬂm)dur—

mmhmadﬂmnkﬁumkjd

ananerindianeynroee oo Sar i  mEm

of nesting sites, | would be
hdummsa:vd\amwmhmﬁobn

Ridley
ber of turtles are still dying." he says.
. Dmmamaddhutham

He says “true” chy lyin 2002,
when NGO Sahyadri Nxsarg Mun mmd
In

Yet, she
some day “It is possible that some of the

the survey, the NGO di:

we released from our coast 10
i females

villagers hadnnduthatthugsonthe

to nest,” smiles Pawar,
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How IMF has forced Pakistan to reform its farm sector

—_ — cial polic jtted to IMF by the Pakistan
HARISH DAMODARAN : o | PRODUCTIONOF KEY CROPS
NEWDELHI, MAY 30 hy wheat l z‘

nounnng support prices and undertaking Izoza' (mllhn mm!s)
‘THE GOVERNMENT of Pakistan, under pres-
sure from the International Monetary Fund 2025 Rabi season and are commiitted to con- Pak |India_|Punjab|UP
(Imi:a‘;‘:?dﬂagﬂ\?m:' support nnw!mswﬁdpr}l;ﬁrméﬂn . Wheat [3144/ 11329 1774 |35.34

rice for croj The memorandum has, in fact, commit- T
! And Pakistan Agricultural Scnra:: & ted to “winding down PASSCO" under an Rice 975 |13783| 1436 |15.99
Services Corporation Ltd (PASSCO), that “phaseout fe Maize |9 3767 | 036 (267
country'sequivalent of the Food C i ci Cotton® |5 2539 | 049 0
of India (FCI), has not pro- mnnmutsbymd—mdi
curu!anngk-mnnednsr-nt Acumnancyftm,TMM Canola 1051 11326 | 007 192
This year's wheat crop “te paun

sown in Nnvembcl- ECONOMICS scssthl:valuedrhesl-yux- Source: LIS Department of Agricuftare:
December 2024, and is being
marketed from April. The MSPforthe 2023-  offices, and other assets, and to a L . L
24 crop was fixed at Rs 3.900 per maund (40 winding-up plan “within three months”.

kg). i.e. Rs 9.750/quintal. PASSCO procured
1.79 million tonnes (mt) of wheat last year.

June 1993, whenit
the last tranche of a Standby Arrangement

f i

TheNaM\anodl 'S repeal

Wheat is Pahsun 's staple food; the per

_xmm 124 kg per year

Ioan 0f2,207.925 million SDR ial draw-
ing rights), equivalent to $2,394 million.
This loan, taken between April !991 and

uiural produce — which it pushed through
Parliament in September 2020 — demon-

is"oneof mx‘ld ", according
to USDA. The ages the country’s
mmumphon m 2025 26 at 31.5 mt, which

June 1993 -
ance of payments(BoP) crisis like Pakistan is
today, was repaid fully by May 31, 2000.
There is, therefore, no question of any re-
forms in India being imposed from outside.

Indian government agencies have so far
procured almost 30 mt of the 2024-25 wheat
crop at the MSP of Rs 2,425 per quintal. (The
Indian rupee is more than 3.3 times the
Pakistani rupee.)

'ﬂley have also purchased 85.5 mt of

The memorandum given to the IMF has
mmamdmmm

— have already amended their individual
Agi s .

to 57.3 mt of milled rice)

at mc MSP of Rs 2,300-2.320 per quintal.
Apart from MSP procurement and stock-

ing of gram by FCJ, India provides subsidies

under current political economy realities.
The impetus for farm reform in India is
more likely to come from internal fiscal pres-
sures, And that would probably be at the
level of individual states (Punjab, for in-
stance) rather than from the Centre.

Production comparisons
ﬂ\elBDcwmmnd Aylmlnl!(LISlM)
expectsF!

.nwm
mt, down from last year’s record 3144 mt.
The dedline is due to a reduction in area
o 1 mi

ts. Pakistan was forced
toimport 3, SthmZUZ! -24(May-April)and
27 mlmlhrprmmsmalhlmgwar
Palistan’s
annual production of 9.75-9.8 mt is far more
than the domestic consumption of 4.1-4.2 me.
That makes Paldstan an exporter of rice — the
fourth largest after India, Vietnam, and
Thailand. Pakistan’s rice shipments were at
6,49 mt in 2023-24 and 5.5 mt in 2024-25.
Pakistan’s output of wheat, rice, maize,
and cotton is lower than India's. But a more
: 1 e
Pradesh (which has almost the same popu-
lation) and Punjab (having similar growing
itions ). { Table)

on electricity for i anﬂ Thatis.
Reform at gunpoint in mmmndny markets "by end-December  with federal- d corporate in-  canal croperedit, i MSP] vell as the dry weather. Paki ly on the above
Dispensing with MSP and the govern- 'nxsc m(ludr the m:: Controland ~ come i I and other farm inputs. Income from agricul- Since October 2024 and the counts, iumand long-term
ment procurement of wheat is part of the Hoarding Act.  ersand ture attracts no tax. growing season, Pakistan saw below-aver-  impact of the IMF-imposed reforms — plus
to the IMF's W\: The i reforms in India need toad-  age il and abt rage more resources going towards military
Fund Facility loan of $7,113 million to Pakistan, ~ Act, 1955) and pmvmcnl laws suchasthe  farmincomes “from January 1, 2025". dress issues such as distorted cropping pat-  While wheat is largely an imigated crop, the  spending — on its agricultural economy re-

to be disbursed from the 2024-25 fiscal year
to the 2027-28 fiscal year (FY: July-June ).

Punjab Foodstuffs(Control) Act, 1958.
All four provinces of Paklslan Punjab,

Contrast with India

Sincth, Khyber F

guided

WHY AREMEN TALLER THAN WOMEN?
NEW STUDY FINDSAGENETICCLUE

MEN ARE taller than women, by an aver-
age of about 5 inches. But why? It'snot a
genetic inevitability — there are many
species inwhi

Anew study published Monday in the
Proceedings of the National Academy of
Sciences has found a partial explanation.
It involves a gene called SHOX, which is
known to be associated with height.

SHOX: present in both sexes...

SHOX is present on both the X chro-
mosome (females have two X chromo-
somes) and the Y chromosome (males
haveone X and one Y). If it were to explain
the height difference between males and
femnales, SHOX would need to have a dif-
ferent effect on each chromosome.

To investigate this hypothesis, re-
searchers asked if an extra Y chromo-

Gelty images

some boosted a person's height more
than an extra X chromosome.

There are rare conditions in which
people are born with an extra X or anex-
tra¥, or have amissing X or Y. To find peo-
ple with these conditions, researchers
plumbed data from three biobanks, one
from Britain, and two from the US.

Looking at nearly a million individ-
uals’ data, the researchers were able to
find 1225 people with either missing or
extra X or Y chromosomes. Some of
these conditions, like in pmplc wnhone

females, most genes an one of the two Xs
are silenced, or inactive. But one region
where the genes remain active is at the
very tip of the X. The SHOX gene is close
enough to the tip that it is not quite si-
lenced. In men, the X, with its SHOX, is
fully active. Sois the Y.

This means that a woman, with her
two X chromosomes, will have a slightly
lower dose of the SHOX gene than a man,
withan Xand a Y. As a result, males geta
slightly bigger SHOX gene effect.

That, the researchers takuhmd, ac-

XandnoY,

with health issues — as well as, in this
case, short stature.

And, researchers found, an extra Y did
provide more hught than an extra X.
Their thus borne out.

... But more active in males

The biochemistry of the SHOX gene
may be the reason.

Matthew Oetjens, a genetics re-
searcher at Geisinger College of Health
Sciences in Danville, Pennsylvania, and
senior author of the study, explained.

The placement of the SHOX gene is
near the end of the sex chromosomes. In

difference in hﬂgm bckwu:n men and
women. Oetjens said that other features

any

heat

being
grown at the expense of pulses, oilseeds,
maize, cotton and millets) and inefficient/

2-3 showers normally received during the
winter-spring months help supplement ir-
rigation water and positively impact yields.

What latest economic data show

How is economic growth and national income measured? Why are the estimates “provisional”?
What are the key takeaways from the data released by the government on Friday?

mains to be seen.
LONGER VERSION ON
indianexpress.com/explained

rate of real GDP. This is because inflation dif-

UDITMISRA fers from country to country, and only real
NEW DELHI MAY 30 GDP provides a genuine undcrsunding
THE DECELERATING TRAJECTORY OF INDIA'S GDP about y
THE MINISTRY of Statistics and F ices were aparticular year,
iday released Year Nominal GDP || Real GDP Real GDP Indusn:alGDl'xn-wbyGS! inFY25to
twointerrelated data sets on India's national (in Rs Lakh Crore) Growth reach a level of Rs 188 trillion. The decelera-
incomne and the size of its economy. 2013-14 1 tion in the pace of real GDP growth — com-
The first provi 1 i L] L pared to FY24, when the growth rate was
nomic growth in the fourth quarter (Q4, 2014-15 1247 nx 1053 74% 9.2% — is even more stark than in the case of
January to March) of the last financial year 2015-16 1377 10.5% 17 8% mmml GDPgmwm‘nu: gap between the
(mtzSumslﬂmepandﬁpt%v; 2016-17 1539 1.8% 1231 83% M o o) effectofin-
FY ion in prices of goods and services.
5] 108 L] I3 LS Table I shows the CAGR of real GDP now
How 2018-19 189 10.6% 1399 65% stands at just above 5% since 2019. India's
Economic growth is measured using 2019-20 20 64% 453 39% economy has lost its growth momentum
two metrics. = - over the past decade, with the CAGR being
Gross Domestic Product (GDP)iscal- | 202021 L . gies o just above 6 since 2014,
culated by adding up all the 2021-22 236 18.9% 1502 97% 1L.OVAR of
made 2022-23 2689 4% 161.6 76% Table 2 shows the real GVA across the
by Indi expen- 202324 3012 2% 1765 2% three main sectors of the Indian economy:
itures by pri- 3 W Agriculture and allied activities (such
vate i 2024-25 as forestry,etc.);
!hcdmundmkdlhec:mmny CAGR since 2014-15 103% 61% inc chas
s Ve Mdcd Ok | G000 S8 | g o ALl
side. measures the con- including fiel
tribution of each sector of the economy by “Provisionaf estimates  Source: MaSP, CMIE, indian Express research services, trade and hotels etc.)
calculating and summing the value added For FY 25, the real GVA grew by 6.4%, los-
(orincome) at each stage of production. ing a step over the 8.6% growth in FY24. But

Both GDP and GVA are linked: they meas-
ure the same economic performance but

of male sex ‘most of
the rest of the difference, and other ge-
netic factors are thought to play a role.

The work is “definitely cool,” said Eric
Schadt,
genetics and genomic science at Mount
Sinai School of Medicine in New York
City. He said: "It is a great use of these
biobanks to uncover what is still some-
what of a mystery... Even though the ef-
fect is modest, it does uplam 20%orso
of the height difference.”
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SECTORAL HEALTH OF THE ECONOMY (IN RS LAKH CRORE)

Their
bespelk . 2 . Real Gross 2013-14 | 2018-19 | 202425  CAGRsince | CAGRsince
MC[P-{(M\)*{rmmnudbymm- Value Added 2014-18 2019-20
MoSPI provides GDP and GVA data both Agriculture 161 188 248 3.99% 472%
- b iy "' B.Lm Industry 282 398 527 583% 481%
real terms ( after taking away the effect of in-
flation). Both nominal and real data have Manufacturing e o o Ll ol
their own analytical significance. Services 463 | 688 944 6.69% 54%

Source: MoSP, CMIE, Indian Express research

Why are
What makes the estimates mlcﬂud on
Friday “provisional” is that they will be revised
mthcmufcwwnroranyﬁumalyur.
GDFP
In January, the government refeases the
that finan-

cial year. At the end of February, after incor-
porating the data from Q3 (third quarter,

Join FREE Telegram Channel https//t.me/+jUY’
spectively.

Each revision benefits from more

PAFHBAWMGQ!
!hrnummlG[Pslmthm 10%: _IBB.

notably, none of the sectors have grown ata
CAGR anywhere close to 6% since 2019-20.

The GVA data best captures the true mo-
mentum ofdu- Indlan economy; not on.ly
doesit id feach
mxlalmmmmmdmam
subsidies, which can distort GDP figures.

4. Manufacturing growth slower
than

Since 2019-20 (Table 2), manufacturing
GVA has registered a slower growth rate
(CAGR of 4.04%) than even agriculture and
allied amvmcs (4 72!.) This exphms to
icular,

youth— untmpbymgm inindia, Italso pro-

data, making GDPi accurate.
‘What are the key takeaways?
There are four key takeaways from the
data released on Friday.
WGW.II:

October to December), MoSPI

the Second Advance Estimates (SAEs) By
May-end come the Provisional Estimates
(PEs) after -Kurpnt:ﬁng data from Q4.

DP grew toRs 330.7 tril-
Inn[lakhanm)bythnliofMarﬂlZOlS a
growth of 9.8% over the GDP in FY24, When
cnnvtnrd into US dollar terms (dividing by
559) for

pe

years: the First Revised
later, mrlrﬁulmnunsmycmmr
For FY25, these will come in 2026 and 2027 re-

| i by March-end,
the moﬂndu 'seconory was $3.87 trillion,
Itis (Table 1) that the growth

Join FREE Whatsapp Channel https//whatsapp.com/channel 0029Van2VRbSRGIOKHS0BAOF

Going beyond AQI: study shows why toxicity matters in measuring air poIIutlon

FY25'sgr

vides an of why labour has

current government took charge in 2014, md
the sixth slowest growth rate in nominal GDP
since India liberalised its econormy in 1991,

Table ! inal GDP

been moving back to Indian villages, and
;nmmg ammlmm and allied activities.
has been

growth rate has been decelerating. The
nded Annual Growth Rate (CAGR)
since 2014-15 stands at 10.3% while the CAGR
since the start of the second term of the NDA
government in 2019 stands at 9.8%
2. Real GDP & its growth
While the size of the economy uses nom-
inal GDP data, i

than the current one, which started the Make
ininiainiiative in 2006 Indend

ing is the new hattleground globally with the
l&mmpc.amuimpmmkmdpam
war

ing sector is the most important and worri-
some from the latest economic

growth rate are done based on the growth

to

ly af-

THE ABILITY of PM2.5 air poll
damage : harp
ter (oncentrztion levels cross a certain

For Knlluu. whﬂe the study was car-
ried out, it 70mi-

mer P Ghoshand Ihebndfsdefcnm mxhamsmsmovrr So.whlle thcymahkmeﬁxnvdy ml determine the standard,” he said.
Mummusmﬁmamptmm wi 'rof Chatter)

tigating how toxicity of air pollution mﬁm’ Al the res- di nts.  PM2.5 ion level exceeds about
changes wi i in Indi piratary sy ich are. m;h-tmmmmmmma 7ﬂuym' its potential to create oxidative
cities.('Ce i of winter-ti Vi i thebody's i idaty I stress i ly, mainly because of
PM25 pollution and PM25-toxicity based |

on oxidative potential: A long-term
(2016-2023) study over Kolkata megacity
at eastern Indo-Gangetic Plain’, Science of
the Total Envi 2024)

crograms per cubic m:lre (pg/m?), the
Once the P}

This is not to suggest that at concentra-
: : a

sﬂdyfnu
— arthe poten-
mlmausedamagmthelumnboay—

b
minhullh Pollution is damaging at lower

ﬂ;e release of Reactive Oxygen Species
(ROS), which are dl_rmica!s used by im-

il P damage from ex-
cess ROS. “The PM2.5 pollution level is well
understood and established in every city in
India..

til the concentration reaches about 130
g/m?, Taxicity stabilises after that, and fur-
lhrrummsmmndonmlnd
an appreciable rise in damage potential.
The study, by Abhijit Chatteryee of the
Bose Institute, Kolkata, and two of his for-

Why this happens
At lower concentrations, the body copes
mmmmmmdmm
however,

the presence of some specific chemical
components like those coming from bio-
mass or solid waste burning. The compo-
nents from vehicular emissions also help

When larger concentra- idtyincreases withthein-  increase oxidative stress, but this is much
tions of pollutants are in- EXPLAINED crease in pollution Jevel,”  less compared to biomass burning"
haled, greater amounts of Prof Ch, joe sai i o
ROS are released. ON “We know that when  a sharp rise is expected to vary from city to
Tl!pld:lunumls ENV|R MENT PM levels increase, there i i diffe i

i lurthzbody‘s are several consequences,  position of the air pollutants. In some cities,

czllsaswdl such as haze, dust, and visibility reduction.  vehicular emissions might be the h‘gfn
n: i ? d i 00 & places, bio-

other set of chemicals, called antioxidants,  know. Though India has its of ing might be signil
that protect the cells against ROS. PM!SandPMlD wedonlh:v:ammsh-

are present in
small quantities, and take time to build up.

human body. That's where we wanted to

Policy implications
Air quality standards are framed in

growth data.

icity. In
India, for mmple a PM2.5 concentration
level of 40 pg/m?, averaged over a year, is
considered safe. On a daily basis, a concen-
tration of 60 pg/m? is considered safe.

However, ham\lulunpmnfarpnl-

juston
concentration, but also on toxicity, which
takes into account factors like chemical
‘composition of pollutants.

In Kolkata, for example, the threat that
annual PM2.5 concentrations of 50 or 60
pg/m? poses is not going to be very different
from the one posed by a concentration of
30-40 pg/m?. But alarm bells must go off
oncea level of 70pg/m? is reached. Inother
cities, this would be different.

This study can thus make the case for tox-
ny-ha!d air quality standards, which can
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o0 stole my nationalism?

Adefence of Indian nationalism must also confront how it was undermined
from the start. Belonging without othering was always under siege

SUHAS PALSHIKAR

THISISIN response to Yogendra Yadav's spir-
ited i “indian™ The

patnonalgsm we (m 1E, May 27). India’s

the early 20th century was an audacious in-
Irllrcnul and political pmjetl by any stan-

nthe plece

by
have been, While agreeing wuh his descrip-
tion of Indian natianalism, it is necessary to

with his As Yogendra
Indian nationalism is under assault today; it
is being replaced by a “phoney nationalism”,
And yet, he chides us that locating the prob-
lem only in the current moment would be
wrong and lazy, That is where my disagree-
ment may be located, Let me mention two
disagreements, ibllowmg from Ihcm, there

is a third di

Indian nationalism.

But of course, | would agree with Yadav
that this process did not start in 2014 — or
with Narencira Modi, December 1992 marked

of the challenge o lndun naﬂnndum ruu-
nlul with. the: of Yor-
.:mng inthe hope that this will broaden
(hcscwtuf the debate,

a major dep from the imagination of
inclusion and accommodation, And as we
know, December 1992 itself was a culmina-
tionofa Ian(hmryallmagmngmemum

vhich tmkan hapteun)yamn—
aqulbbkmnsmxultum-um;the mrymnuwn«weullmnmwwmhe
about and force that the decade since

not locating the backsliding in what the cur-
rent regime has done. Indeed, any major so-
cio-political tendency has a deeper lineage
than the present, In that sense, let us agree
that merely blaming the currently fashion-
able idea of phoney nationalism is not an ad-
equate analytical response to what has hap-
pened to the idea of Indian nationalism that
promised “belonging without othering”.
Nevertheless, it is not possible to ignore the
present moment, which has fomully and

2014 has brought to bear on the dramatic de-
mlse of Indian natianalism, X

lhmwn at Indian runomhsm forces me to
disagree with Yogendra bhai on a second
point. He finds the post-Independence elite
and the ruling ideology responsible for the
disconnect between citizens and Indian na-
tionalism, Again, let me begin with agree-
ment. A section of "secular-liberal” elites did
ignore the cultural dimension; it even over-

frontally Indian

pote
from religion, But it is an exaggeration to

practice but
kthheaMtdle. blame this section for the crisis faced by

Today, "belonging™ is replaced by a con-  Indian nationalism, This section was far too
dis i belong, uny to !uve any influence; worse, it was
decides who bel d belong,  mo: king and lacked any real

to the nation on the basis of one trait or the
other. Is it not commonplace today to decide
whois a Pakistani by identifying the person's
religion, irrespective of whether that person
isacolonel or a district magistrate? Don’t we

Just
an the basis of religion, but also on the basis
of the size of their eyes? So, one “belongs”
anly on the sufferance of those who claim to
own this nation, Thus, the pseudo-national-
ism of today doesn't allow citizens to belong
without preconditions and without tests of
patriotism, A politics that mixes — via vigi-
lante violence and state patronage — forced

mmmnon on with the masses. On the other
hand, not just the political class but a strong
element among Indian language-speaking
intellectuals were not averse to searching for
oiangi e "

ditions and linguistic resources, They kept on

of traditions on the one hand, and the mean-
ing of “Indian” on the athrr It wasn't just
Candhians and Lohiaites:

munists, there was a mcopunm of the fact
that traditions presented both things — ele-
ments of modernity and traditionalism, in-
clusive ideas as well as elements of exclusion.

The audacity of the project
of Indian nationalism itself
signified that it would have
strong challenges and many
inner hiccups. A fuller
history of its rise and fall
may include the failings of
its supporters and the
inaction of its well-wishers
but the limitations of the
nationalist project lay in its
very audacity. Because it was

CR Sasthumar

unity
ing began to emerge as the Iansmpofml-
lective action — particularly among the up-
per castes, Religion was imagined devoid of
religiosity, God was imagined without devo-
tion, communities were imagined without
mh}l These tendencies were alive and

it was nascent, While the nationalist move-
ment succeeded in bringing an inclusive
Indiian nationalism to the centre stage, the al-
ternative, ton, was shaping up all through the

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The good news is that the President’s plans to impose tariffs on almost every
country on the planet will now be subjected to something approaching the kegal and
constitutional scrutiny that they should have had in the first place. The rule of

law, thankfully, has struck back, at least for now.”

~ THEGUARDIAN

Setting sail
On our own

Without the ability to build marine engines,
India will be dependent on foreign suppliers,
creating technological chokepoints

SANJEEV SANYAL AND
ADITYA SINHA

precision, and component durability,
Marine engines operate under extreme
thermal and methanlul conditions,
C from al-
loys that can withstand high thermal gra-
dients, resist corrosion in saline environ-
ments, and perform reliably over long duty
cycles. Materials like high-chromium
steels, nickel-based superalloys, and ther-
mally stable composites are essential, but
India’s capacity to produce such materials

INDIA IS MAKING bold mowves in shipbuild-
ing The 2025 Undon budget laid the foun-

in large remains
oped, This is where we are strugghing in our
jetengines programme, too.

Tlmd. “tribology”, the science of wear,

dation for a with
mepdmu'rx aRs 25,000-crore Maritime

and friction, is another critical

bottleneck, marine engines

Fund, et
uom. and infrastructure status for hrge
vessels. Strategic tie-ups with global ship-
building giants and major private invest-
tomake Indiaa

top five stupbmldmg nation by 2047,
To truly lead, India must build what
powers the ship, A hull without an engine

properties to reduce wear and frictional
losses over thousands of operating hours,
This necessitates advanced coatings like
thermal barrier ceramics, diamond-like
carbon and plasma-sprayed composites,
which require both sophisticated applica-
tion techniques and prn’lslon control,

is just a shell, strategic, on mac

foreign suppl gines typically arge-format CNC equip-

account for 15-20 per cent of aship'scost ~ ment, micrometre-scale metrology sys-
tems, and ultra-tight tolerances,

sions, and
Pmsenﬂy over 90 per cent n‘ engines

and are central to its performance, emis-
ife cycle.

mercial and naval vessels are sourced from
aconcentrated group of five global manu-

particularly for parts like crankshafts and
cylinder blocks, India's ecosystem lacks
scalable industrial integration,

Fourth, it's impossible to build nm-p-n

late 19th and early 20th century, facturers — MAN Energy Solulmm train students on nmdaudmodﬂs These
India's elites — polltkalculnnluﬂem— {Germany ),V il (Finland ), Rolls belong With
nnmu:— often (UK), Caterpillar-MaK (US/Germany), and  India hosting the woﬂd 's largest ship-
forces, While Mah, u"dhl ishi Heavy Japan), This hmlnnlyardal Alang, institutes should at
( istic c createsatech-  least
many individuals from the upper castes, these nological ¢ Any disruption in there to upgrade training.
same maor diplomatic or trade Mamns‘txpmmn- Toaddress these gaps. India must shift

dmdmlhnmvltm,mamnmdax-
clusionary European duplication of national-
ism. 1947 dicd not settle the d

trol regime, or intellectual property licens-

T

dispute — it only dit
With occasional glimpses of superficial de-
bates around Hindi and gou mkslm m lhe

with pro
prietary ECUs, closed-source control soft-
ware, and [P-restricted components, mak-

1960s, th
Rzuvannydmasunufmlmmmm
& Ao s

aver the meaning of nationalism entered a
critical phase around the 1980s,

The larger point, therefore, is this: The au-

dacity of the project of Indi

its strategy from relying solely on large
public- and private-sector firms, which
have struggled to deliver full-stack indige-
nous marine engines, and instead invest
in a new generation of tech start-ups,
Startups can bring agility, risk-taking and

self signified that it would have strong chal-
lenges and many inner hiccups, A fuller
history of its rise and fall may include the fail-
ings of its suj rs and the inaction of its
well-wishers but the limitations of the na-
tionalist project lay in its very audacity.
Because it was ambitious, it was difficult to
realise and more dm‘x'ulx to but casy

ing India on foreign firms not  cross-disciplinary innovation,
Jjust for but for The should facilitate this
updates, and even spares. Thls exposes de-
India Key sup- incentives,
ier i ing fot marine propulsion R&D, backed
under !umewnrks uke the EU Dual-Use  defence and shipping sector demand,
EAR and Japan's METIcon-  Institutions like IIT Madras can serve asan-

trols, These can be denied on national secu-  chor nodes, supporting venture creation
ity grounds at any time, with lab-to-market pipelines, Start-ups

India has already begun taking steps  must be supported not only with capital,
inthis direction. In April, the Indunﬂaq but also through access to testbeds, IP sup-
signed a Rs 270-crore sanction order procurement

Kirloskar Oil Engines Limited to design
and develop a G MW medium-speed ma-
However, the real

tomalign. ks fall

realising that its ideological rival always ex-

isted. What has happened in (hepan three
has

is for 30MW.
There are several challenges. First, we
lack access to mndern mam!cnwnc de-

port,
To develop large marine engines, India
must build a dedicated propulsion design
ecosystem, Equally critical is access to do-
main-specific software for 3D modelling
and mechanical design; combustion and
s 3 e

a
analysis; and embedded

attachment and an ideology of athering has Mocenves white W tiesd nck hesitate to ambitious, it was difficult to tofourd Indisn signa. M icalde-  thermal stress
become the lingua franca of the phoney na-  admit the many failings of the elite and the ) gy been effectively replaced by the phoney, terminant of propulsion emmnq, ther-  control system pment.
tionalism of today. Apimmuhachtwﬁw ti i P realise and more difficult to It's not that |/we forgot Indian national- mal performance, emissions compliance, India has made visible strides in other
“backsliding” — or, in fact, ea, for the cur- sustain but casy to malign. ism, it len, The story of | ility, and system integra-  areas of shipbuilding. New yards are com-
imisation — of Indian | rent crisis of Indian nationalism, we may be Its fall cannot be explained alism should, therefore, not be a story of for- tion in u:ge vrnclsThese designs must  ing up, older ones are being modernised,
must be located in the contemporary mo- the mistake of ignoring the deep ri- g e L getting but the story of it by s to meet and maritime ambitions are growing, But
ment valry between Indian nationalism and its ‘w“h““f ""‘"l“’ ing thatits Inlzmannml Maritime Organization Tier ~ without the ability to build our own ma-
Ml(mlhcpan.Asanunﬂnﬁm.num phoney alternative. the 19thcen- ideological rival The writer, b m nd enable integra- ngines, we are keel for de-
backsliding but a resolute replacement of  tury, asense of rooted inothering and always existed. taught Political Science h re- . Just as the hter still
Join FREE Whatsapp Channel hitps://whatsapp.com/channel/0029Van2VRbSRGIOKH0BAOF covery, Indi i de- gines, our ships risk sailing
i This lead! under the shadow of ney,
OFEMs, Th yrestricts A vessel may be built in India, flagged in

Conservative like us

European right can take lessons from the rise of cultural nationalism in India

BY RAM MADHAV

the ability to modify engines for military
profiles, optimise for local climatic and op-
erational conditions, or transition to fuel-
fexible, autonomous maritime systems.
Second, India’s most significant hurdle
mhnidmghmmammpnensnmal
lurgical, s
across materials science, manufacturi

ng
Join FREE Telegram Channel hitps//t. me/+jUYKqUAFHBAWMGQ!

India, and crewed by Indians, but unless we
build the engine, we will never truly steer
Our own course,

Sanyal is member, EAC-PM and Sinha is a
writer on state capacity, economic policy,

and institutional reform.
Views are personal

EARLIER THIS WEEK, | was in Budapest to ad-
dress the annual conference of the

Fidesz party for the past 15 years,
In 2024, many political observers had
predicted a right-

highlights the fact that while Western lib-
erals have reached out systematically to all

Conservative l’olmal Action Conference Ng- corners of the world, Western conserva-  erance for terror has resulted in the decima-
(CPAC), Itisin-  Pari However, theelectionresultson  tives have limited their activism to Europe  tion of radical Islamist forces. The govern- THAROOR'S AGENDA
fluential in US pollu(s and has close links  June 6, 2024, did not provide that opportu- and(heNnmns( told the conferencethat  ment has alm :hmpcd down on illegal concerns about the efficacy of such
with President Donald Trump and other They itics may not be the same, we, and academia, too, THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'Congress  bailouts. Currently, India's influence is
Republican leaders. In Europe. CPAC also has sumﬁam pms but failed to emerge as the tuu. share some of the ¢ ivevalues  have jotic — sub- vs Congress' (IE, May 29). Congress MP  limited in the 25-member board of the
role in creating a uni ] force. They emerged as astrong  like God. religion, [amlly. sovereignty and  stantially but not in full measure — pushing Shashi Tharoor has done a good job of  IMF, where, unlike the UN's one-coun-
for conservative parties and leaders. voice and formed a pressure group called Like the W left-liberals to the fringe, In the wake of the i ia's po t vote system, vumg n;huan
This year’s conference aurmcd major Patriots for Europe (PfE), which today boasts  the Indian right, too, sees illegal immigra-  recent terror attacks in Kashmir, Modi suc- dvisP bascdm the

right-1 in a ip of close to 100 MEPs. tion as a threat and of some lib- sationof P i butions of the country — a syntm that
Europe and Latin America Viktor Orban, the Therise of the right seemsto have rattled  woke liberalism as a danger to ludllmn crlls. whn had been apolnysu for radical mended the Modi for  hasb i favour-
host country’s Prime Minister, was there  the liberals who control the U, Leaders like  and family values. Islamists, in the war on terror, launching the 2016 “surgical strike”and  ing richer Westemn countries.
along with the Prime Minister of Georgia, ~ Orban have been subjected to severe criti- Unfortunately, mlndn.l)wmlul decades Undmmldin;theuunmd India’s ex- breaching the Line of Control for the first Valbhav Goyal, Chandigarfy
several former prime ministers — including ~ cismand h - after the domi-  perience inthe yelid - “foe the
from the UK and the Czech Republic — sey-  mate financial support from the EU on the runcedWmemhbcul pnlmﬂl ideas like  politics can help the Western conservative ﬂnmm: being the operative (and inac- MUS‘K REPORT CARD
eral serving ministers, Members of the  flimsy grounds of citizens’ rights and dem-  socialism and on- apms\lhtldlhb- curate) phrase, Tharoor, now a global en- -

ocratic downslide, When Orban took a firm created, c | ht may not fully oy, ! THIS REFERS TO the report, "Musk quits

European Parliament (MEPs), MPs and com-
President delivereda brief

video message, As one of the speakers, an
Arab-origin Congressman from Arizona, LS,
commented, the CPAC has become the

economy to the cusp of being the fourth
biggest economy in the world, his zero tol-

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

stand against immigration, tightening bor-
dersand asylum laws, the EU leadershiptook
the unusual measure of slapping a penalty
of 1 million euros perday on his govemnment.

through not only state institutions but also
the media and academia. Religiosity, cultural
values, and national identity faced serious
threats, Over several decades, a relentless

s\inmbetnlhuyndaohhnrcmrpns
inthe We:

L
emment than the previous Congress

tionalists use lhcm m lht plunl Indian na-

Trump admin’ (IE, May 30). The recent

Mecca of European conservatism, battle was waged at the level to lism, sta-
Through two days and dozens of speak-  ence is any i the country from left-liberal in-  tism and environmental activism, which
ers, the agenda of the conference revolved coerc the EL, d d  fluenceand build a strong cultural national-  may sound very much like the liberal agenda
round the challenges faced by the E byliberal havehadtheop-  ist politics. It ¢ in the electionof  tothe right in the West.
right alliances  p flect. A vigour and detes the Narendra Mod: in2014, Yet, there 5 enough ground for engage-
hat and  nation to take on challenges like illegal im- Inth | list  ment anddi Ifthe
liberal and m pameswtmemlealmum migration, radical Islam, globalism andwoke ~ project in India achieved significant suc-  tives secure support from a big country like
prevent anthe Ipable through th cesses, The Ram Temple in Ayodhya symbol-  India, their power is bound to multipky man-

continent. The last dmdcwnms:edmeun—

which had the “Age of Patriots” as its main
theme, Spuiwuhspuhrma-rm their

Germany, the P&lhﬂhﬂt. Sweden, Austn'&
Slovakia and the Czech Republic. Hungary has
been under the rule of Orban's right-wing

to fight back against what
described as “liberal fascism”.

Incidentally, | was the only non-

Western speaker at the conference — this

ises the defeat of pseudo-secular politics in

thecmumy.whllethedemu of Article 370
thof liberal.

separatism and radicalism. While Modi’s

market-friendly policies have catapulted

India in just 10 years from the 11th biggest

ifold. Having India on their side is akin to hav-
ing two Europes, four USAs or 140 Hungarys
with them,

The writer, president, India Foundation,
is with the BJP

on dealing with Pakistan.  departure of Elon Musk from his advi-
However, he omits thatthe  soryroleinthe i
2016 tionof questions about the d of
the first time. i reforms and the nature
David Mikton, Maruthancode  of public-private collaborations, While
Musld’s stint was marked by ambitious
IMF & PAKISTAN 83 10 Aarries bommerncy e -
THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘A vicious  cost-cutting and staff reductions clashed
loop' (IE, May 29) The IMF approvinga  with the broader political narrative of
bailout package for Pakistan on the  supporting American workers, His deep
grounds of economic recovery, despite  ties with China — critical for Tesla's global
ﬂvun;pluluulcdhylndu presents a — stood at odds with the admin-
istration’s tough stance on Beijing,
24 times since IQSE This raises serious Sanjay Chopra,
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

DEcoDpING GDP

Economy grows faster than expected in the fourth quarter,
But near-term outlook remains unclear

HE INDIAN ECONOMY grew at a robust 7.4 per cent in the fourth quarter of
2024-25, surpassing most expectations. Growth for the full year has now
b&nmdatﬁs permbyuxmmndmlmxsolﬁu This is in line
ith the office’s earlier ducts and value
dem«mmwwﬂwunlnmmmmmmh
standing the sharp pick-up in growth in the second half of the year — the momentum
duwadduwmrwplymm:mndquanumnmhmlhpudmjunS.Bpumn
- the Indi ac in2024-25, i ..DP
hasal less than 10 per cent. next year aren’
mmmawmmrmmzmmmmmmnmm
healthy pace, driven by weather ive prices, which
induced farmers to sow more area. Growth of 5.4 per cent in the fourth quarter has put
the sector's growth for the full year at 4.6 per cent — higher than its long-term average.
This bodes well for rural consumption. The industrial sector, though, slowed sharply,
weighed down by manufacturing, The sector grew at just 4.5 per cent in 2024-25, down
from 12,3 per cent the year before, Construction, however, continued to witness steady
growth, expanding at 9.4 per cent in 2024-25, after growing by 104 per cent the year be-
fore, The services sector also witnessed a slight deceleration, with trade, tmls. trans-

EDITORIAL PAGE

WOoRrDLY WISE
MONEY OFTEN COSTS TOO MUCH,
— RALPH WALDO EMERSON

The rankings mirage

For India, it's more important to focus on inclusive
growth that makes its economy competitive

SANJAYA BARU

IN A BOUT of professional enthusiasm, the
chief executive officer of NITI Aayog, the Undon
government's policy body for transforming
India,

largest economy, following the USA, China and
Germany, He jumped the gun because, as NITH
Aayog member Arvind Virmani pointed out,

road. With a nominal GDP of $4.187 trillion,
India is set to move ahead of Japan's GDP of
$4.186 trillion by the end of 2025,

However, as many have pointed out, the
vast gap between Japan's per capita GDP of
$33,900 and India’s per capita GDP of $2,880
sets the two apart. India remains a low-mid-

dle-i

mhqm:dmynupmmhmdm»

jlp:nil ped, if an ageing, i d
and trading power.

The econ-
omy over the past three decades, with its ups
and downs, has, without doubt, slowly but

port and communication as well as the financial, real estate and serw:u

il ata befe 'n*cnpd Ma als h con
sumption grew at 72 per cent last year, This is difficult to reconcile with some of the com-
mentary from Indla lnt.whlm through the last year, wkrdmmnsawrawﬁnﬂs in
demand and dldlk 'nu-m are 1 the

fixed

— gross pi

ity of the sharpp

thnmalQAwrmmupnmehmtm

The near-term outlook is unclear, There is a that lower prices
will impact the delhmr in th i Some analysts expect activ-
itytobe by the pi inty. Buta of tax cuts and

lower interest rates could help support husdnld consumption — there are cxpem

surely! Way
back in July 1991, the then finance minister of

< wldP pi
acing his forecast M:Vlnwmw'!wmu!
words that “no power on Earth can stop an
idea whose time has come”, that the emer-
gence of India as a magor economic power in
the world happens to be one such idea,

It became an idea that gained interna-
tional recognition a few years later when the
British historian Maddison publi:
his masterly survey of the world economy
pointing to the resurgence of China and India.

tions of the RBI's v Policy
likely to stay in line with the central bank's target. But expectations for a strong pick-up
this year remain muted. The central bank has pegged growth at 65 per cent in 2025-26
and the expectations of some analysts also range between 6.2 per cent and 6,5 per cent.

MANIPUR STANDSTILL

Push for a return to popular government is understandable,
But it must represent the interests of both Meiteis and Kukis

INCE THEIMPOSITION of President’s Rule i y 13, the state
ly has remained in ded ani the BJP's failure

toreachac essor to former NBImnSlULAs

the ly been dissobved, Iln.-ulmu-. i i i

when the p for the
Imdmmwnhlkmmmdniuywpnf 10 NDA MLAs met Governor Ajay
Bhalla at Ry Bhavan on ofa popuhv in
the state. They clail
currently lies vacant). However, tl!mvncximdlﬁrmlﬂl’shsltwudibdylnme
near future — almost 25 months into the ethnic conflict, it is telling that peace remains
thei priority, not

On April 29, the same 10 MLAS, along with 11 other NDA legislators, had written to
the Centre with a similar demand. Their push for a retum to a popular government is
understandable — after all, the BJP won a mandate in the 2022 Assembly election. The
dlﬁsmlly hnwem lies in the nature of the pmmd arrangement, which does not in-
clude for the Kuki-Z By their i those who
claim the support of 44 MLAs have not included the 10 Kuki-Zomi MLAs — seven of
whom were elected on BJP tickets. The supposed consensus behind the push for a re-

s classic study of The World

Good dipl ic and
economic relations have, in
part, contributed to a benign
response in Japan to the
news of India's rise. Equally,
the fact that India in no way
poses any challenge to Japan,
cither as an economic
competitor oras a
geopolitical rival, would also
explain the subdued
reporting of the IMF news,
When China overtook
Japan, the former was
viewed as a significant
competitor in the global
market as wellas a

y(OECD, 200; int that
hlmmmlrﬂnmmdﬁxalnm
half the world income and that two centuries
of colonialism, combined with the fact that
the Industrial Revolution had occurred mainly
in Europe, mﬂmmwdtnu!dedneuftm
ancient and large Asian economies.

The Maddison study kindled hope in Asia
that China and India were on the way to re-
cover their lost space in the global economy
and that the 215t century would once again

Join FREE Whatsapp Channel hitps://whatsapp com/d

litical rival. Export-
dcpu\dcm Japan viewed
with concern the rise of
China as a global trading
power, India, on the other
hand, is still not viewed as a
competitor in the trading
world, much less a

)S\mpulniml rival.

1/0029Van2VRbSRGIOK HeoBA0F

bemknnanm&nm(hlmwbylhm

Japan when Chi it, the news about

rising at afaster pace,
ms event happened soon after the uznu-

impactin, 1 There
was, according to my friends in Japan, little

Wﬂlumhlcmu\dmlhuhls
had helped China overtake Japan and Europe

cemn, This could be on account of the fact that
while China is viewed as a challenge in Japan,

and reduce the gap with the USA, It created a Manvtwcdaanwmunky.
global fl in and economiic relations
n..- inpart
Equally, the

Oh It

in 2010, China overtook Japan when Japan's

GDP was still $5.474 trillion,
e

Ssecona-
largest economy sent Japan into a funk_Japan
had already lived through a decade of low
th, X -

and Chin

fact that India in no way poses any challenge
o Japan, either as an economic competitor or
as a geopolitical rival, would also explain the
:Ehdnd reporting of the IMF news. When

taking it became a wake-up call. It
be mrunm to sptcuhmlm the return of
in2012
(hlsﬁm term of 2006-07 was truncated by
poor health) was partly on account of Japan's
yearning for a strong and charismatic leader
focused on economic revival,

Abe began his second tenure launching
the “three arrows” programme that came to
be known as “Abenomics” — of aggressive
monetary easing, liberal fiscal policy and
structural reforms aimed at enhancing pro-
ductivity and growth, This gave Japan hope
that, despite being pushed to third place by
China, it could still remain a globally impor-
tant economy.
The extof Abe,followed by asringoflack-

inthe global mar-
ket as well as a geopolitical rival, Export-de-
pendent Japan viewed with concern the rise
of China as a global trading power. India, on
the other hand, is still not viewed as a com-
petitor in the trading world, much less a
geopolitical rival.

It is still possible that exchange rate
changes, new challenges in global trade and

~ India, Japan and Germany — may keep the
rank race alive for some time. After all, the gap
between the three is not much, If the Indian
economy forges ahead over the next few
years and crosses the $5 trillion mark, it
would place some distance between itself
and Japan and Germany. If not, these rank-

the retum of President Donald Trump, have
again. Te

ngs could keep changing.
What is, however, certain is that once India

dearly itself as the third-largest
Germany Y i economy, it wil along
the third-largest economy, pushing Japanto  ti thy

fourth place. Germany, too, has been slowi China, DPis

down, and so Japan and Germany could see
themselves swapping places from time to
time, depending on their relative perform-
ance, Also, recall that China overtook a still-
growing Japan, India is overtaking a stowing
lemmdaduwim(kmwty.

currently around $18 trillion. Withthe USand
China in a race for economic space and geopo-
ilkaluﬂmlndu‘sbﬂlmwmldbtm

ensure that it is able to sustain an ncluslve
growth process that makes the ccnn;rmy
lives,

come fmm the lnurunnml Monetary Fund
Itis

Thewriteris, j:mdn-mm Cmmﬁ'

lmd-wrlnpn; and widespread concern in

Air Power
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PAYING MORE FOR LESS

As user growth on digital platforms plateaus, loyalty is mined for profit

MRINALINI NAIK

MMGIMBSWWM
il

mru.shnplum mdtnn.-mlnlhtm
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bemtvna.lh;mﬂuuwﬂm gets.
E ised speed

control.a d and

turn of popular government, thus, reflects a consensus among the Meiteis, but not be- For a while, they delivered. But
tween the Meiteis and Kukis, somewhere along the way, the user became
The Centre's hesi President’ Ien uupmmy and more of a target. What
ityinthe state — i the diswitin h .-mhu‘edmyddoul
testers and securt over the alleged i the word "Manipur” ona This pls is visible
sl ey Bk e S e ot C“"""””""‘:‘_‘,’,ﬁc“"""’““"‘” Bt e India digital
i inthe fact that there time:F i . Platforms like

Imbeennnwoluﬁsundnﬂbawunmt'-

'nl\'centmh

of i
issues that Ikatﬂ:hunol‘lhemﬂn.hmnd ZJJDDIomrdwupmu remain un-

Rntemly Amunn nulﬂzd its mulirr!

17, Prime’

Spotify and YouTube
constantly flood users with
kippable ads. Users are

Kukis and Meitei

Only.
apath
return to a popular

Without such a process, even
her cycle of violence,

awell-i

END OF A BROMANCE

Two plutocrats, with main character energy, came together to
‘drain’ the DC ‘swamp'. A break-up was written into the story
ow faris Silicon Valley from the White House? In mlh.ahmn 2”0-0&
Butas Elon Musk from the Donald Try
week suggests, according to other metrics — such as ease of navigation —

lhtymsepmmdbylmyemMmk.nhuduhh:meewmm
G Efficiency (DOGE), hewould

andif the
have an “ad-free experience” on the OTT| pht-
form, theyll have to pay an additional fee, A
few days ago, Zomato Gold and Swiggy One
updated their terms to include “rain-surge
fees” for premium subscribers, These are not
ness model shift. As user growth plateaus,
platforms start optimising for revenue per
wakybmhwmd.lrswud

ddlvevy bocnmﬁ elusive, and core hnuu:
are throttled behind new paywalls.

digldecmwmm PquomqueSpmiym

PF
confronted with an
escalating mix of non-
negotiable ‘platform fees' or
‘handling charges’ on every
order, If this sounds like
ying more to get less, that’s
cause it is. Once platforms
scale to achieve market
dominance and user
dependence to become
mdupu\sahlc monetisation
ifies. Charges once

piuedslknsmcmmudwlh
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optional buumc defaule.
TBAWMGH

lating mix of iabl fees"
or "handling charges” unmrymkt If this
sounds like paying more to get less, that's be-
auseunOnc!phﬂnnnswwadum
market and user d

ity issued guidelines under the
Consumer Protection Act, 2019, identifying a
range of suchmanipulative practices. However,
the non-binding nature of Annexure- offers

Ics Churs once optional bz_cun\edeﬁul.

the lave This
prwdualnnphnle for the: Ja
Indu s legal umrwmk ligital plat-

d!pdllorudnmr'uimr isabuuull

ral imp: areas

the systemic user ex-

perience, One such process is  device-based

price discrimination done by platforms, In

2025, a storm of user complaints and reports

revealed that many platforms, specifically
ick and ride-hailine 2008

This profiling

Consent, transparency, of recourse,

M the Comum Protection Act, 2019
and E-C 2020,

transparency in pricing and prohibit unfair
trade practices; the Information Technology
Ihlam nmkeph&nmnubﬂthu

mkms the Digital Personal Data Protection
Act, 2023 ensures user consent and privacy;
and the Competition Act, 2002, prohibits prac-
tices like predatory pricing and market dom-
imance abuse. But none of these laws directly
r!lula! uurupa!mulmthm&!@

Another issue

harm after it ocours,

ingly relying on dark pattems, that is, manip-
ulative UIUX, to trick users into unwanted
choices: Creating "false urgency”, where fake
limited stock countdowns push users into
hasty decisions; "basket sneaking”, which in-
volves adding unwanted items to the cart or
ot : .

“drip pricing”, where hidden charges appear

What India needsisa forward-looking, ex-
ante regulatory approach, Like the EU's Digital
Markets Act, the proposed Digital Competition
Bill in India, if passed, will address issues like
self- e
stricting wsers from third-party applications
ontheircore digital services or tying-bundling
of . h

only at checkout; "nagging”, where

send continuous notifications or requests to

purchase unintended goods or services; and

“subscription trap”, making cancellation of
indi

reis |

opague
The Central Consumer Protection

byusers. But Ind|

yUXa for large

The writer is advocate,

Supreme Court of India

slash federal spending by at least $2 trillion”, By the end of his \29—dlywmn the claims

di red ina whi An analy f the “wall of receipts” and the other data avail-
able on DOGE y BBC Verify “only about half of these... had a link
to.... evidence,” Turns out running a yi the same

The Trump-Musk bromance made sense — but only to a point, Two massively rich
businessmen, both with “main character” energy, came together to “drain the swamp”
of Washington, DC, Like any good bromance, it offered a memorable set of images: A
chainsaw-wielding Musk, boasting about “slashing” budgets; Musk toting his son to of-
ficial events at the Oval Office with Trump; the President boosting the First Buddy's elec-
:mwwwmummmmmmmmmmmmw

both parties bad fortune. The US g the
Iayuffs and Musk's company, n;la has taken a massive hn insales.

of P require ik
Musk should have d thy ity of Hkuflycxl( from his DC

sojourn, break-up with POTUS over a "big, DOGE was
treated like a “whipping boy" make it clear that he did not. Ultimately, though, the rea-
mnlmﬂrpﬂilupnz(m;pn)cwld heasmpkasmefmthadmwasmnlnr
only one main v, goes to Trump.,

MAYy 31,1985, FOrRTY YEARS AGO

INDIA-US TALKS

A NEW CHAPTER of cooperation b«wm
India, the

IRAQ STRIKES IRAN
IRAQ SAID ITS warplanes arutkt_d a"very

being driven to Britain by the trigger-happy
Sinhalese troops, but it insists that represen-
mhns on behalf of those who are not being

e i g

United States, the world's most p

demaocracy, is expected to begin with the
visit of Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi to the
US in the second week of June. US arms sup-
plies to Pakistan — a longstanding irritant in
Indo-US relations — are expected to figure
prominently during the talks Gandhi will
have with President Ronald Reagan. Much
ground has already been prepared with re-
gard 12 improved bilateral economic rela-
tons. i

the transfer of technology from the US to
India has been signed.

tolarge
export terminal at Kharg island in the Gulf, A
spokesman said the planes scored an accu-
rate hit and returned o base, The raids
marked the fourth straight day in the latest

hy i locked

inaborder war since September 1980,

BRITAIN ON TAMILS

IN THE WAKE of protests by several Labour
MPs, the UK government has said that it will
not be harsh on Sri Lankan Tamils who are

ill have to be limited to 24 hours,
Earlier, the practice was that an MP could take
up a case on behalf of a person denied entry
into the country within a month or two,

STORM NEARS GUJARAT

ABOUT 500 VILLAGERS were evacuated
from the coastal villages of Junagadh district
in view of the impending cyclonic storm
which could strike the Gujarat coast,
According to the latest weather bulletin,
however, the cyclone had moved north and
‘was heading towards Sind and Pakistan.



8 FINANCIAL EXPRESS

SATURDAY, MAY 31, 2025

: Opinion

Slow but steady

Easing inflation, lower interest rates, and more
disposable income should boost consumption

ESPITE AN UNEXPECTED 7.4% year-on-year (y-o-y)
growth in the March quarter, the Indian economy grew at
amodest 6.5% in 2024-25, the slowest pace in four years.
Although the grossvalue added (GVA) rose ata decent 6.8%
y-0-yin Q4FY25 the 1 lowed to 6.4% —
also the slowest in fouryears. One must appreciate that the economy has
shown resilience in the face of falrly hlgh inflation, tight liquidity, and
high interest rates. C: d has been particular] weak in
urban India; in fact, the pm.mmu. i

toa five-quarterlow of 6%y-o-yin the fourth: quarter, dupl(! the Kumbh
factor.To be sure,some of this could reverse in the current year as the price
rise is reined in, the cost of money falls, and tax breaks leave more dis-
blei for ,it’s not clear how the global economy

and global trade will fare and how lndla 's export sector will perform.
The Indian economy last year got a big push from the much smaller
import-export gap than in 2023-24 with the gap being positive in Q4.
However, it's uncertain whether in the current year the economy will
enjoy this advantage. Much will depend on US import tariffs and

whether the US slipsintoa ion,and towhat extent that
impacts exports of both merchandise and services. As is Imown lhe
export sector g huge employ and, theref

lncmnes.Already,mrporate Indiais cutting back on employee expemes
~ a study of 3,035 companies and banks shows that in 2024-25,
employee expenses increased by just 7%, the slowest pace in four years.
Moreover, private sector capex remains sluggish and is unlikely to pick
up meaningfully in the near term; at 7.1% last year, gross fixed capital
formation increased at the slowest pace in four years. Manufacturing
activity continues to remain subdued and sectors such as trade, hotels,
and transport — again employment-generating — are also not per-
forming as one might have expected; in fact, very surprisingly, despite
the Kumbh mela this segment grewat just 69by-o-yinthe March quar-
ter, the slowest in th i this to the muted
urban demand cause by aslow rise in incomes.
Allofthlsmunhadawcm both job creation and consumption. How-
fagood andat har-
ven wlllboon farm m:omeundconsump(km.ﬂwagﬂmlmre lectmper-
formed reasonably well last year growing at 4.6%, albeit on a very
favourable base. Also, sectors such as construction are doing well having
grown at over 9% three years in a row. That said, the start to the current
year has been slow with April sales of autos and cement volumes being
lacklustre; expcru btllm (hat lhe lmptvv:d growth in exports is proba-
blydue tofront-k fth of steeper tariffs by the US.
Whileaé. 5%gmw!h ratchmtmbnnmdal.dwfanhildmddm(
be taken for granted in an uncertain world. With inflation expected to
remain at sub-3.8% in the current year, the Reserve Bank of India has
room to cut policy rates by another 50 basis points, taking the terminal
rate to 5.5%. It must also facilitate transmission of these cuts into sys-
tem rates by ensuring liquidity is ample. The government too needs to
spend more to ensure the momentum does not flag.

Is outbound FDI rising at the
expense of domestic capex?

INDIA'S NET FOREIGN direct investment (FDI) inflows merit serfous attention as
(heydmmdul)yplmww“ﬂ million last fiscal. This is due to record levels of
and risk FDI despite healthy gross

inflows. Net FDIInﬂov«wueuNgh-S«Nllhn in FY21 and have been sharply
the last and divi-

" it dia Inc'sinvest-

ments abroad which rose almost threefold to $29 billion in FY25 from $11 billion in
FY21 — which

comed — while they are hesitant to invest lly. At a time of adv ;‘ bal

HE NATIONALSTATISTICS
Office’s (NSO) estimates on
GDPfor FY25,at 6.5%, are
the same as the second
advance estimates and
hence does credit to its forecasting
skills, Thus, there are no surprises for
the market, and it will be business as
usual. The NSO's accuracy in forecasts
need to be commended given that the
exercise is quite mammoth due to the
large

in the economy.
The internals for the year as well as

b

74

® ABRIGHT OUTLOOK
GROWTH OF 6.5% OVER 9.2% IN FY24 REFLECTS A STRONG FOUNDATION; DEMAND SIDE MUST BE WORKED OUT

GDP numbers augur well

MADAN SABNAVIS

Chief economist, Bank of Baroda

rowth
kul year. Growth at 4.5% comes over
12.39%, so there Is a big base effect. But
itis also known that corporate profits
have heen under pressure this year due

the
especially. asthe lanquamrhn posited
growth of 7.4%. All through the year,
various high such

In fact, the man-

ufacturing story is quite skewed with

infra-oriented industries like steel,
i

cement, and

as goods and urvicunxonlkdlﬂme
g man

8 gy faring
well while consumer-oriented ones

way bill §
agers'index,and zxpun nflznm:uhave
been sending very positive signals. The
highbase effect of 9,206 growth in FY24

a mixed perfi High
inflation has been the

growth and capital formation will be
inexorably linked in FY26.

The construction sector has been
one of the drivers of growth — it reflects
bothth

as the government push on capex. The

housing sector has gone through dlfﬂ~

cult

over the last two years. There was an

uptick in premium houses while the

middle class stayed away. Government
di on roads,

main factor militating
against demand. With

Right now, the jobs are bridges, ‘and

WWW.FINANCIALEXPRESS.CO

@ HARNESSING SCIENCE

Union agriculture minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan
There can be no Viksit Bharat without Viksit
Krishi...agricultural production has reached

an all-time high in this year thanks to the hard work

of farmers and scientists

i o d s
dcreditin FY25 of sav-
ings to the capital markets did come in
theway of deposit growth. Public admin-
Istration and other services maintained
8.9% growth with both the Centre and
states meeting revenue budgets.

The fact that the Indian economy
clocked growth of 6.5% over 9.2%
(FY24) reflects a rather strong founda-
tion. This would provide sufficient

building up peﬂndltaT]y. Being a largely
domestic-oriented economy, maintain-
ing growth in the region of 6.5% would
not be a problem, The challengewould be
to move to the 7%-plus territory.

For that to happen tha d!mand Ildt
mustbe
been on the lupply nde where the
Iluemhnxnr Indiahasbeen lowering

7 works has been the
in major drivers of con-

the rate,so

6.5%lsan Impmnive number.

Agriculture has been the big winner
with growth of 4.6%, which suggestsa
good monsoon resulting in a stable
kharif crop followed by a similar rabi
crop can keep the rural economy ticking.
In fact, this is a necessary condition for
attaining sustainable growth over a
longer period. As the monsoon forecast

But invest-
ment is a result of higher ca y utili-
sation rates that ulr?hbe umd only
when consumption increases and com-
panies need to infuse fresh upital’mll

atl

more on food items, construction, logistics, struction, which has

there Is less money left  rotail, etc. that donot  kept growth ticking.

for discretionary spend- Giventh

ing. Thus, the fast-mov- & provide the therelsimmense pown
8 vithal for high 43110 expand construc-

tor has been dli y tion in India. This trend

affected. This will need consumption may be expected to pre-

monitoring in FY26.
Revival of consumption

— 3l in FY26.

The services sectorhas

for FY26is p arethat
should inue to

rural
tick this s year. This wwld be lhe supply

the tax front.

growth of 7.20b against 9%
last year. The trade, transport, hotels,and

sideof

in minimum support price across the
board for the kharif season — it will
probably be replicated for rabi crops —
higher output should result in higher
income for farmers.
Manufacturing, however, has been
h ly seg) that

3
is the slight decline in the
gross fixed capital formation rate at cur-
rent prices from 30.4% to 29.9%. Here
too, investments made by companies

segment has grown by

yun Itcan be hoped that FY26 will pro
vide this initial push to consumption.
The heartening fact is that official
data hints at the creation of more jobs.
But they need to be in high-value pro-
duction and services where income is
typically higher. Right now, the jobs are
concentrated in construction, logistics,
retail, etc. which da not provide the

6.1%, whichd

P

the high level of
“services experience”. There hn been a
spike in spending on travel tourism and

have been rather based with P which should have resulted
like pe steel, and in higher growth in the segment. Finan-

showing an increase in the face of good id real k

demand. Thus, both manufacturing = lower growth of 7.2% on a high 10.3%,

b4

As the emnamy keeps grow-
ing, this matrix will change. It can be
hoped that overall growth will be more
broad-based with the manufacturing
sector providing a major push.

Views are personal

Bracing for face-off in Dhaka

India, as the responsible and interested neighbour,
must ensure that Bangladesh sorts out its own

JAYANTA ROY CHOWDHURY

The writer is former resident editor-£ast, Press Trust of India

mess without causing a humanitarian crisis

AMIDST THE DRAMA of a tense power
struggle between Bangladesh’s interim
government and the army and multi-
ple political and humanitarian crises,
the former South Aslan “tiger econ-
omy" is experiencing a continued eco-
nomic meltdown,

For India, its nearest neighbour, both
the political crisis and the economic dis-

not proven successful. While one major

4 decli

attacks and

looting of h holds and

rty — party
rl:NP)—hal Id Idered him, the

other — Awami League (banned by the
Yunus regime recently) — has vowed to
unseat him. Together, these parties have
traditionally accounted for two-thirds to
thnefuunh:ofallvvtaan inany elec-
till date in Bang] All other

port from the state apparatus of both
Pakistan and Bangladesh. In a worst-
case scenario, Bangladesh could make

penly
the previous regime.

Over 140 factories have shuttered or
been burnt down. Labour strikes over
unpild wages coupled with energy

have pted production

par-
(bl luding the 1 Jas

aster in the makin,

g Ige rep

managed in New Delhi’s own self-interest.
Th

will nndaub(bollm Indh's GDwanh but !hueh mevidenumfaml‘avkmmu

Islami and the mwly fotmed “king's
y" of pro-Yunus students whose sup-
port he banks on, pale into insignificance

Sk alian thi , =, vy

expamim of India's conglomerates, howcvtr, is not of recent pmvenanne asinthe

streetsof Dhaka afterastand popular

d Yunus regime, sparked in To add to Yunus's woes, the BNP has
partbythelatter’sd g passage ¥ the army's demand for quick
~ through Chittagong to Myanmar's polh andan

and forced buyers of global read!

cause with Pakistan and/or
make the “pincer attack” scenario take
on an even more sinister shape which
could see India preparing for an
extremely expensive three-front war,
The industrial decline of Bangladesh
andthe ch isalso

garment brands to hunt for other supply

sources, leading to a boom in textile

trade out of India,Vietnam,and Cambo-

dia. Nearly 150,000 workers have lost

their jobs so far in Bangladesh, with

women being the biggest losers.
P«

late 1960s and l9‘"¥"- Aditya Birla Gi P Thailand Rakhine state — to the United Nations at mad map for elections.  |ndia has said it wants  Browth fell to 5.78% in
Ask ( ) Anekels the of US dif andinclusive 2023 from 7.10% in

consider wave of Incduring -liber- The armyfears the“humanitarian cor- thatllwmmlmwmla early and inc| 2022. The World Bank
group seted B of $15 billioninchud- ridor” through which would be - projectsa further decline

inga $4-billion field. ] Post taken to the Arakanese people who have h dipl for t03.3%in FY25,thelow-

theTata Group acquired London-based Tetley Tea in 2000, Axglo—l)uld: steel man-
ufacturer Corus in 2007,and hguaund Land Rover in 2008. Pharma and informa-
ion technology companies, too, have made acquisi-
uom overseas.
India Inc hasno doubt

Iﬂntnaregionalvnrlnwhkhnseelno
stakes for Bangladesh. It also deeply
resents suspected efforts to change its
power structure by replacing its chief,
General Waker uz Zaman, with an ambi-

but the top destinations for outbound FDI are tax
havens like and

the city-state are a base to foray into the rest of ASEAN.,
But that doesn't seem to be the case as there s a reced-
ing FDI footprint. The Tata Group, for instance, has
exited from its manufacturing presence. It took over
NatSteel in Singapore in 2004 and Millennium Steelin
Thailand two yearslater. To sell its pick-up trucks in the
region, Tata Motors chose Thailand forits entry point in
2008,and 17 years later, it has sold its stake in NatSteel
while retaining llsewlu business. ln luly ILDI‘.: , Tata

N CHANDRA
MOHAN

The writer is an economics
and business commentator
based in New Dehi
decided
Policy is by rising l‘Dl while corpo-
rates are not Inveltlng inthe country Last ﬁlcal, afﬂchl data highlights the con-
00, does data of the Centre for
Monitoring Indian Emmmy The portents fm an uplwing in the private capex
cycleare not bright. The Union finance ministry's latest monthly review cites the
results of the ministry of statistics and programme implementation's forward-
looking survey on private sector capex investment, according to which intended
capex ll lower in FY26 than in FY25 — attributed to a *cautious approach by
in future plans®. C are not drMng
overall growth as there ilmlhlcl of excess capacity in th asthed;
remains h

to 75%in Q3 FY25
from 74.7%a yearanller They md to go up much furthertoa polnlwhem pri-

tiou
po

Yunus and by placing a newly appointed

National S«:urltyAdvinrwhu prmibly

holds A

the chain of command.

To force out the interim govern-
ment, the army has made it clear that
major issues like the Arakan corridor
can only be decided by an elected gov-
ernment and that must be put in place
byend-December, a callwhich seems to
have unnerved Yunus.

Attempts by the former banker,whois
now on a tour of Japan topmapolitlal

lid, ok gtatil supports est in 36 years. External
lngdnwnmarmedl?ar? ing that It debt hany(;oubled from
which had made life in ~ the army’s and BNP's 51 pillion in FY17 to

p if d ds for electi $103 billion by Decem-
not right down daj - Decem! ber 2024, while foreign
Ma‘:lmlchwzl!n?:n by ber debt lurg{d

ymany 25%t0$3.5 billion in the
the new crop of Islamist parties, Many  first 10 months of FY25, ltnlnlng
members of former terror modules who reserves. Foreign direct

were freed during the “August revolt"had
made common cause with these armed
gangs, though P "

ologically committed have been waiting
insilence to start a which

sure to push tens of thousands of
migrants into India through the porous
border, especially into the Northeast
where the terrain makes fencing or
policing far more difficult than else-
where. The cost of this migration would
not only be a strain on India’s limited
butal

of a sensitive reglun,uusln“ its own
political repercussions.

The question that policymakers must
now ask is, how does India resolve the sit-
uation? India has said it wants early and

clusive els stat-
ing that it supports the army's and BNP's
demands for elections by December, and
that it also wants the Awami League to be
allowed a level playing field in the polls.

The best option is to let Bangladesh
sort out its own mess. However, weak

d not tofall

declined sharply to §104.33 mllllnn in
the July-September quarterof FY25,the
lowest insix years.As a result, the Dhaka
Slock Exchange has been in free fall

could cause untold misery “in both
Bangladesh and in nearby states of India.

Popular support for the “Gana-
abukhyan®or*People’s movement,which
saw Sheikh Hasina exiting Dhaka in
August last year, is also fast fading with

change,and has
seen itsindex tnnlnmngbya fifthdur-
lng lhex 10 months.

roblem for India s, of course,
dm wi an anti-India, anti-liberation
war regime in Dhaka, one could face a
“pincer attack” from terrorist groups

pp his"fight

THE EDITOR

Exit Elon Musk

Elon Musk’s recent departure from his
advisory role in the US government
raises serious questions about the
direction of administrative reforms
and the nature of public-private

2 While Musk's stint

vate industry req pacity. Prlvate pe a
more stable policy cyclical beset in
mmlon s0long as lmmmn bot‘ dnmestk and (m'dgn, face serious

[ p inthe states. So, while theani-
mal lpillll of India Inc for rapidly

growing overseas investments together with the disenchantment of foreign
investors who are disinvesting have impacted net FDI flows.
Views are personal

was marked by ambitious goals to
streamline bureaucracy, the results
fell short of expectations, with

¥y § di . P

approach to cost-cutting and staff
reductions clashed with the broader
political narrative of supporting
American workers. Moreover, the
tension between Musk's business
interests and policy positions became
increasingly visible. His exit signals
more than a personal shift in focus; it
underscores the limitations of
bringing entrepreneurial zeal into a
complex, often contradictory, political

Boing Pagey g

be rooted in stability,

by the wayside but remain in a state of
constant crisis as the Yunus regime Is
now displaying. His government is
unlikely to walk out of power without
several nudges and nhovaman within

must give th and
nudgu but lndla,n the responsibleand
interest 1, must ensure that

those moves occur and occur with (he
Dhaka, without causing a fresh human-
itarian crisis,

ke in state-of the-art

and an understanding of the
broader social contract.

~Sanjay Chopra, Mohali

Sports push needed
Apropos of “Are we game for
collaboration” (FE, May 30), India is
still lacking the sports resources and
enthusiastic spirit that is needed to
win a big haul of medals in Olympics

sustainable progress. His aggressive

operations is a noble‘;;;-t but it must

d other big-ticket
g the sports ill

facilities and developing infrastructure
with public-private partnership in
educational institutions with a robust
curriculum for sports. Talent
identification programmes must spot
nurture ing young talents
with refined coaching support. Above
all, political intervention will hinder the
selections of talented players.
~NR Nagarajan, Sivakasi

@Write to us at felettersPexpressinda. com

Regd. No: DL-21048/05-05. RN No.26750/74. Printed and Published by Ramesh Chander Malhotra on behalf of The Indian Express (P) Ltd and printed at The Indian Express (P) Ltd #ress, A-8, Sector-7, Noida - 201301 and publshed at "'- Indian [Kpmll(P)le Mnnmn. Floor, Express Building, 9 & 10,
Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg, New Delhi-110002. Phone: 0120-6651500. (Cover price: Patna:t12, bnw €12, Srinagar €15) Chairman of the Board: Viveck Goerka, Editor: Shyamal M:,umdv Editor (Dedhi) Shobhana 4

©Copyright: The Indian Express (P) Ltd

epapetfinancialexprasscomgy @ @

der the PRPAct )

, electroric or otherwise, in whaole or in part, without prior written permission & prohibited. The leﬂcld Express®

New Delhi




Business Standard  new oeui| saturoay, 31 may 202

Bond markets are returning to normal

d

Alot of people are worried about the level
of United States Interest rates, "1 think we
should be afraid of the bond market,” bll-
lonalre investor Ray Dallo sald last week.
To other observers, the bond market Is
“barfing,” “shaking Wall Street,” “sending a

Ieve! of Interest rates or thelr recent move-
ment. If anything, this Is & yawningly

So, why all the griping about bond
yields? One reason may be that people
aren’t used to a normal Interest rate

For the 10~

The US only recently

year Treasury yleld, at 4.5 per cent, Is more
than a percentage point lower than its his-
torical average of 56 per cent since the
19508, Even If you remove the period from
1980 10 1985 In which the 10-year yield was
persistently above 10 per cent, that historl-
cal avernge declines only nm:ndyy‘l:‘él

mmn—xrmomrhm\mwdspu

OPINION 13

the 10-year yleld dnm above Its historical

aged around § per cent historically. The
hmanaitis Lintl which, fthings

sy, 7 per cent or§
per cent, which would still be well withina
normal historical range, that will be a sure

o according to the Fed's plan, will run
somewhere In the range of 2 per cent 1o 2.5

long perlod of  product.

demic. Now that rates are higher and the  sign that the market has lost per cent The Fed also alms for a
growl hould ‘sabiliry orthe  shy Interest rate that ks about 0.5 to
trimthedeficitsand shrink the US's histort- abiliey rffwar 3 flation rate,
cally high debt relative to gross domestic  without stoking Inflation, hich closel hes the aver-
3 As things stand, though, lmeru rates  ageyleldonth: T y To
1they don't, Interest hd lend for longes I
‘The Donals

Aho. there's Alwtys something to dis-
lke about Interest rates, When rates were at
hluovlc Iawn for moret thana dande m«

tl":‘znp debt would encourage risk taking

percent, still well ab h

Nor Is the recent Interest rate volatility
all that unusual, Yes, the 10-year yield has
bounced around a bunch since the White
House's tarlff announcement on April 2.

In sectors that rely
heavily on borrowing, such as real estate
and private equity. They were right,

A normal interest rate environment
should Mlpwnnaoul those distortlons, It

warning to Congress." that
something may be breaking benenh the
surface” or just plain

1 don't see what all the fuss Is about.

d'n\lmp
-dmlnl-utlon Is taking two big gambles
on rates, One Is the budgee bill making its
way through Congress, which, In lts current
form, could add as much as $5 trillion In
deficits over the next 10 years, The White

offset additional deficits and bring down
debt-to-GDP. A second gamble Is that tar-
Affs won't kick up inflation and thereby lift
Interest rates, elther because the threat of

need not
Ifthe US can limit deficits to 3 per cent of
GDP, as Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent
has pledged to do, debt-1o-GDP should
drop to B0 per cent by 2050 from closer to
120 per cent today.

That

premium, which has averaged 1.6 percen-

tage polnts for 10-year Treasurles relative
toT-bills since the 1980s. The sum of those
vartables is & 10-year yield in the range of 4
per cent to § per cent, precisely where we

(s
per cent a year, mmpnndonﬁa Federal
Remvenperunl Inflation target and 3

‘The current 10-year yield, In other
wud-.lulimthnlhebmdnmull

percent

It may not stay that
of the two. ven the gathering risks, notably
Interest on the debt as a percentage of crcd.l estimates that deficits will con-

"’5 federal budget would nhodacl!m sig-

the cost of tariffs rather than

But similar — and always y — should al federal mm higher levies will ultimately result in lower
plkes In volatility ugh-  ment | tracde barriers or because will

out the 19708 and 1980s and have occurred sense was

regularly during every decade since then, cheap, larly for or to by

Including the current one. bolster y vid p The bond market will be the judge. If

Suill, if the current 10-year Treasury yleld
seems too high, consider that there are
good economic reasons why It has aver-

tinue to run well higher than 3 per cent of
GDP. But for now, there's no reason to fear
the bond market.

Bloomberg
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The power of geolocation

N
VIEWPOINT

DEVANGSHU DATTA plus code locates a 22 cm square.
———— Military systems use even more

accurate methods, edging down to
Oneofth il d less,

use ittocheck tax records. Logistics
services, shippers, alrlines cutmil-
lbons off costs with It

AMumcy can be refined to &

involve attempts to scramble the
electrondcs of the smart “bomb” (it
may be an unmanned aerlal
vahh:laou missile) lhrm[uhel]ncv

ECM) to

degree by
the number and quality of satel-
lites. A normal 11-digit plus code
offers accuracy to within a square
with sides of 3.5 metres at the
equator (it's even more accurate
away from the equator), A 14-dight

of the 215t umury Isthe ability 1o
determine locatlons very accu-
rately, A smartphone can easlly
geo-locate Itself Inside a square
with 3.5 metres or less on each
side, using open location codes
("plus codes™).

Plus codes simplify the repre-
sentation of a given spot, using
extended longitude and latitude
coordinates with subdivisions of
minutes and seconds. Plus codes
use a Base 20 number system to
convert the Lat-Long readings uun

Once you've found an exact
spot, geeting there with the least
fuss Is useful. Many service pro-
viders are looking at drones and
driverless cars or trucks todo the
job. The average drone Is far
better at reading a map than the
average human, The only lssue is
navigating traffic en route, since

confuse It. Also the defence tries to
Interdict missiles in mid-flight by
hitting them with other missiles
(shells, rockets, and missiles), It gets
more complicated with trying 1o
work out electronke signatures and
radar profiles.
‘The four-day faceof!
India and Pakistan saw both sid

T
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Weight of the 5th star

Asim Munir has locked up Imran Khan, had his
handmaiden Parliament mangle the Constitution,
and given himself an extended tenure. But the
additional jingle of that fifth star will not change

facts on the ground

s Afth

What cana Pakistan
that he couldn’t with four? What can a Pakistan
Army chief, master of all he surveys, do as Fleld
Marshal that he couldn't as a mere General?

It'stemptingtosay, little more, This s pust abit
more bling on his collar, cap, car, and, when he
chooses, on his pulplt — a main battle tank, That
must be the question also assalling his mind.

He knows that he can't have this fifth star and
donothing more with It Should India worry?

‘The short answer Is, India must always worry
about the Pakistani army, and It does. Just that,
there’s this added concern and urgency with this
bizarre promotion from within the "system” —or
mwbe from outside ll. dependlnzonwheu you

deploying lots of state-of-the-art
stuff that depended on location,
Both flew manned planes only
from within thelr own borders,

drones

Whu wﬂllhedovmh his Mh star, only for the

badly: Disgraced in defeat, orexiled, prosecuted,
evenassassinated and, In some cases, three of the
four. Ayub, Yahya, Zia, Musharraf, the four make
astralght line.

To stretch this, even Zulfikar All Bhutto
became a dictator and shared the same fate.
Munir's two predecessors, Qamar Javed Bajwa
and Raheel Sharlf were prudent in ultimately
fading away, whmver power they exercised

when |

ground. He would want to & hi
“make amends”. In fact, he would need to,

I'would go so far as to wager that he will do
something sooner than we might have
Imagined. In the past, In a phenomenon
described earller as the Pakistani Army's "seven:
year ltch”, each major terror attack and the
Indlan response bought us about seven years of
deterrence and relative peace, We will not get
that kind of time now, because Munir hasn't got
It. When he will act, what he will do, we can war-
game — butcan't be sure, There's only one thing
I can say with certalnty, If you are looking at six
orseven years, | can tell you for sure where Munir
will be. Politics, culture, and history of Pakistan
Indicate that It won't be a good place,

Before we get mem. however the awesome

with the kind
of power that Munlr now has, no longer enjoys
the luxury of thinking of retirement one day to
play golf, That option out, Munir has the compul-
slon to do something with what the rellgious
teacher in him mllht see as a god-given oppor-
tunity. and If so, what
Is 1t that 1 was chosen to do?

His rise luulxemm even for Ptkllun The

country

emment nmlmed dnlence md home minister

he chief

martial law ndnunluma. nnd who, Inturn, fired
the same civillan government to become presi-
dent and, soon after, anointed himself field
marshal, We've seen Yahya, Zia and Musharmfas
p:dm v:nelv military rulers all meeting one of

in Pakistan's and th ™
history? (Our three five-stars, Carlappa, Manek-
shaw and Arjan Singh were handed

beyond visual range at cross-
border targets, while using their
own alr defence systems to Inter-
dict the opponents’ “slings and
arrows". Future conflicts will also

that traffic Is largely
average humm

While

see fthis playing out. At
some stage, “alr mpulomy“ wﬂl

plzza
wmkbodyulmdmlomm
llannlwdeijvelhl}oum It's not

oul uu:lllla. i
Whlle the mlllury tech ls more

shorter formats,

gup Yy

clvilian tech —

batons). It Is a phenom-
enon so rare for modern militarles
that MIY the only eumpk In “

be Egypt's Abdel Fattah el- Sisl. Even
the mighty Americans burled the
exalted title with Marshall, MacAr-
thur, Elsenhower and Bradley. He
will surely want to do somel

powers I serve

He already had at his feet the civillan mvem-
ment he conjured to get “elected.”
Hear the fawning words, the body
language, and see If there's anything
prime ministerial nboumuvmruar
Sharlf brother In the p f his

The last two also Installed some kind of an
elected This "bonsal”

was Pakistan’s unique contribution to political
sclence, When the generals were not directly In
power, they held it rmm outside, Again, that

"sipahsalar® (commnndar~ln—chlaf,
a8 he was already

y Pakistan| was called
'hybﬂd" mvammenl. How would you describe
Munir  what TA acaptive

before that fifth star). Cheerlead
court-jester, or a bit of both, take
your pick, Munir has lll’!ld)‘l b‘een

A his 1,

injall
" More than three decades back, when Nawu
srmu | was dismissed by the military establish-

with . 1 g sugges aping alent NATIONAL s

outof idi Amin's book and find some
equivalent of his "Conqueror of the

How will Fleld

also add the hnyn payload, which can be Brivsh Empire.” But this lsn't the SHEKHAR GUPTA

reference frame to adjust differ-  settogooffataspecific place, Varl-  enough  for  military  jugead. time to be funny, ey er——————

ences In sea-levels with baseline ations on this theme involve Ukralne’s cotage | try pro- Firing his clvilian government and taking

“zero-helght”, rockets and other missiles. duces nearly a million mﬂlury over power would be so boring In Pakistan, He
Themnlhlllnaionnuptuzlly In World War II, the Germans  ca) drones a month. Th doesn't need that, All our politico-strategic

hard. Th tmers to trigger  Houthls alsouse jury- mm nmly:ll of Plklnm should henceforth be

ment s umul 'l‘hll h | Isslle —the V- h locatl

comes from 215t century's uld 1 Th k effect, It may Marshal Asim Munir be different from General

lites, which across the world start | AstmMunir? What the G 1 could d

hel.

tance with

ch site to the target would

The same spot Is targeted by
many satellites Lo ensure accurate

geolocation.

take. The gyro was set to rotate for
that duration, and the bomb
mndadmwnhegmnopped.h‘

artacks.

INTEREST

the promise of a trillion-dollar econ-
omy [cunenllv $410 billion).

He's locked up Imran Khan, the
only leader to challenge the army’s
exalted power. This, after he banned his party
from contesting, The fact that Munir's preferred
parties (the coalition led by PML-N) couldn't
even win this one-horse race didn't matter; he
Installed them nevertheless.

‘The judiclary has caved in, especially as it

We saw

hisspeech

A second assoclated area of
concern Is the weaponisation of
mm:m lmnuena (Al). Human

of technology with multiple appli-
catlons. Amazon, Blinkit, Swiggy,
Uber, Lyft, and Google, among
others, use it to locate obscure
places, Emergency services like

rigade,

Inazst

The 2151
the V-1 tuve more lophlulcned

trigger ith

cennuywloudumhw'y.l\llnlr

with
more  efficlent

di are

Whether Its drones, crulse mis-
slles, or other munitions, they are

likely to be Al-driven, An arsenal of
autonomous weaponry sounds

ambulances, police, fire b all capable of inding targets with  cool but it could have some very

Clvil extreme y and y we'veyet
road and sewage systems and atthe right instant, to find ways to bulld judgement
power grids with It Ipall The into Al

i
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kilometres.

deployment acToss 100,000 square

April 16 and In what hag In

d to the military courts the power to try
civillans for some most serious offences,
treason. He's already got his hand-

April 22, The one promise In that speech he's yet
1o fulfil Is, making Pakistan "a hard state.”
Victory celebrations for pr apart,

he knows his military has suffered nsevere set-
back. Any yet unsubstantiated claims of down-
Ing Indlan planes can please the population for
awhile. It ks just that the pictures of the battered
alrbases — each one of them east of the Indus —
and the big Jalsh-Lashkar

malden § elected Inan

"whn kind of system bs this, nddlmluar addha
bater (half a partridge, half a quall),” When he
returns with a majority next, he sald, he would
make sure there’s clarity, Either they (the army)
should rule, or us (elected civillans).

I'wonder how he would describe what he sees
now, self-exiled from politics in his owncountry,
How would you see this? An army chief elevated
to field marshal, the most popular leader jalled
for almost two years, and a farcically elected civil-
lan government In power.

Do you remember Duck-billed Platypus from
ymucl-nvemolqwcl_ - lheunlqml\ullnv
lan

stolen election to rubber stamp amendments to
mangle the Constitution and glve himself an
extended tenure, He's got It all sewn up. So,
what's next?

See it from where the field marshal sits. If he
looks seven years ahead, he would dearly hope
and pray that u_amwryw-mluon mutual fund

reduced to rubble will endure, However much he
thumps his chest, the additional jingle of that
fifth star will not change those facts on the

Is not & of future
Because the past will tell him that myeul!ed
army chief with political ambition has ended up

I AEEEEETT T

bird and replueuudlommmemfuevol
ution bety les? | know you

but please don't, '!'Nl-\\hmny mmvm-nud
Marshal Munir Is now presiding over, He cannot
have it all and do nothing with it, That fifth star Is
as much of a burden as the fake claims of victory,
India had better be prepared, Munir doesn't have
another 5-7 years, He could be back at our throats
soon, even withinthe next 12 months,

By special arrangement with ThePrint

quality and Inventiveness of the
prompts given tothe Al, not the
Inherent talent and skill of the

Plan B for the planet

‘Then there's the do-lt-yoursell
crowd. In 2022, a British indepen-

Al's singular uncertainty

Mm.m developments in the field, funding dent researcher launched a weather producers — was shared Al will "wipe out half of all Human artlsts and designers,
KUMAR ABISHEK between 2020 and 2024 reached halloon that released sulphur between countrles. entry-level white-collar jobs, meanwhile, point out that this Is
suzamillion — over 3xthe$aqomil-  dioxide into the stratosphere, dub- Wedon't ill  and spike 1020 not ut
lon spent between 2010 and 2014, bing the project SATAN — Strato- be true of Al One view Isthat its  per cent In the next one to five — an unimaginative remix of
Not too long ago, the idea of cooling And the momentum hn‘ulowln& spheric Aerosol Transport and spread will enable greater pro- years”, He sald governments whatever real work by real artists
Earth by bouncing sunlight back into $164.7 million has already Around th ductivity for workerseverywhere,  should prepare for the “mass  an algorithm finds online, In the
space would have seemed likea fringe  mitted for the next phase, from 2025 Slllcon Valley-backed startup Make that it will minimise lems  elimination of jobs across tech-  absence of new artistic feedstock,
fantasy — equal parts sch-fiand geo- through 2029 Sunsets began launching similar bal- caused by lingulstic dil nology, finance, law, consulting  derivative Al-assisted artwork
Pomlaluboo.'lmdly\k'llnch- Akryplny«lmmlmwwmh loons while planning to sell “cooling and allow for more efficlent and other professions”, will wind up being an endless
i the UKs credits” o fund the upemlan. TIO(ER provision of government services Others clalm, however, that clrcle  of replication, Only
Innovation Agency (ARIA), which has Crities MIHIR In capacity- thelong: effi tobe by Ity, and If
‘This Is no colncidence, Climate plomdlw@llvuum ww.d: umlfcmnmndwuhannmn This might have an positive In terms of productivity m-ymed;a!wxoﬁhamnlve
forecasts, once laden with caveats, equalising effect on welfare galns, which will then open up m;een ivity will grind to a
are now sounding more like sirens, 'bxphﬂmuhmle(‘mm"umhﬂve evmmnmenuluwl.mdmm;me Itishardothinkof any historical  across nations. But others point  new roles and ulle wages all thefuuumetnhlnnty
The World Meteorological Organlza- Isp\nhlmhounhnu.lnurdm 1985 Vienna Convention, which pro- parallel for the technological rev-  out that there Is an round. Most p n't survival: The indus-
tlon has warned that global tempera- Ty layer. growthof  fi 10 Al agree with Mr Amodel. One u‘lalnvuhnmbueduhwnan
tures could rise as much as 2°C above whewv.heyanmkmmlclu pants polnt toa lack of national artifictal intelligence (Al). Inboth  greater than b{ World F vey- fossll fuels, led 0
pre-industrial levels in the next five brighten marine clow That legal Al previous which based report predicts that Alwill  global warming with lts existen-
years, breaching a climate red line. At l.ltemee{kalo(olblul mlrmn Mark  vacuum, however, d quala appea were more easily ilkion jobx tal risk for many human com-
that mark, we' A light. S5 has also flagged The real Issue, however, isthat  Those who can possess the most  up, but create 178 million new  munities. Al's risks are, according
crop ylelds, pulu Auelnwa(.l.ma $1imillion in few of the past cre- power, whocantrain  ones by 2030. Thelr survey of to some, more Immediate and
and more than a third of the global view: ritlical l SRM effor il by ated such Itistrue thelr algorithms earllest, may 1,000 large global employers even higher. Even two years ago,
exposed Inour h inafield with fal (hnnabodyeouldpndlawm uwnumnnmmwym found that more than half someinSilicon Valley were wam-
extreme heat, d fSRM, and to fill th global the intemet would do y Informa- d to Increase thelr salary  Ing Al-related risks were start-
Inthis climate of 3 gap requires real-world outdoor Andlhzn.um\smemnnm But the variation In penplv“ |kmlhﬂphnnnm/\l billby 2030, whileonly Bpercent  lingly high. The Center for Al
(SRM), & sub- sy b Fossil fuel of Al's eventual d the salary share of rev-  Safety sald In June 2023 that
field of solar geoengineering, Is gar- But that approach carrles reputa- mecrmuwunylhl:om effects ls wide. Here lnnn!ynl’ewgao- enueto decline, “mitigating the risk of extinction
unmlnemhn mmu tlonal risks. Over the past decade, sev- are four areas In which predic- graphles, and they will benefit Creativity: What will Aldoto  from Al should be a global prior-
lon of sun- enal ent d the harder — and thons of the Impact of Al have disproportionately. human Will we be Ity h |-scale
lwllh—- ficiall "I rdand a UK painful — taskof cut- shown this stunning divergence., In other words, we can't be more or less able toexpressour-  risks such as pandemics and
the planet, m:rmhodlv:ryvdldly llumlmnlvhuodovd — have tingemissions, Global inequity: Many pre- sure If Al will reduce the welfare selves once we have access to  nuclear war”, Others In the field
~— from dioxide into For now, SRM remains what it's vious technologies have helped gap between ping and d b Few  scoff: Onx lor MIT hy
P or inth deﬂ::ﬁ always been — an audaclous, deeply level the playing field b«ween P or greatly  thi; sald that there Is "no more evi-
tive glass particles over Arctic loe, backlash and lon, 1t sits at the ping and  develop: I A Across soclul networks, Al-gener-  dence now than there was in
Elegant in theory but risky In practice. But not everyone ls walting for Intersection of sclence, ethics, nations. The tech All techno- ated visual "art” has become 1950" that Al would pose an
Tinker with the global thermostat to academic approval, Since 2017, the politics, and desperation. Whether it nology revolution and the Inter-  logles, when Introduced Into ublquitous. Most small busi- exlstential risk to the human
cool one reglon, and you might cause Arctic lce Project — a privately run evolves into a viable climate Plan B or net helped those In Indla, for Industry,bothcreateand destroy nesses now rely on free Al race. It's hard to find a starker
drought In another, The modeds are effort —h y y example, compete on some ser-  jobs, But with Al the image for basic than this: One group
L lete, risk: y.and gov- ACrOSS 1 q ch and more vices with companies and are particularly stark, Darlo mallers and graphic design. Involved with the technology
ernance nearly absent. metres of Arctic sea ice. The move on political will, public oversight, and people In the West. The econ-  Amodel, chiefexecutiveofficerof  ‘The creation of images — and,  thinks it may well kill us all, and
Suill, money s flowing In, Accord- drew protests from Native Alaskan aglobal consensus that's still the new h Al told Axios l.l:ul Increasingly, music and lyrics  anothergroup thinks this might

Ing to SRM 360, a non-profit tracking

leaders. It now hopes to scale up Its

nowhere in skeht.
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Climate resilience must be at the core of growth

Without embedding climate and disaster resilience into its core development strategy, the nation could face escalating disruptions that

threaten not only its economy but also the livelihoods, infrastructure, and future of its people

stone by becoming the worlds fourth-largest
economy, surpassing both hr:n and Germany.
This achievement highlights the country’ strong
economic growth, expanding international influence,
and Increasing economic resilience, As India aspires
to become a fully developed nation by 2047,
marking the hundredth anniversary of its indepen-

dence, there Is a strong sense of optimism that
hel oy R

Imhn has recently achieved a remarkable mile

alls, N this asy ™
mmuwﬂ challenges, especially those arlsing from
climate change and natural disasters, If Indla does not
incorporate climate and disaster resilience
into its fundamental development goals, [t may jeop-
ardise the numerous economic gains it has worked
w0 hard to achieve,

The effects of climate change and associated dis-
asters pose serlous lmitations on development, dis-

ping b activities, damaging infrastructure,
and jeopardising supply chains — concerns that are
particularly relevant for developing countries like
India, With the rising frequency and severity of cli-
mate-related disasters, thelr impacts are being felt
across multiple sustainable development goals, espe-
chally those assoclated with economic lfnmlh. trade,

bill

P clmg{.

ty, and public health. These escalating risks not only
slow progress but also reveal how specific develop
ment priorities can increase valnerability to disasters
and chimate change through emissions, land-use mod-
Wications, and exposure to hazards, Consequently, a
comprehensive and proactive strategy for climate and
disaster resilience Is essentlal.

Indias distinct geography — characterised by trop
Ical monsoon systems, a 7,500-kilometer-long coast-
line, and the setsmically active Himalayan region
along with its soco-economic realities, makes it one
of the most disaster-prone nations in
the woeld. On average, the country
encounters five to six cyclones
each year, with two or three usual-
ly classified as severe. Unpredictable
monsoon patterns lead to recurring
floods in major river basing, Over
the pust two decades, India has
faced significant economic losses
due to extreme weather events,
which have severely undermined
dcvrlug{mu-m progress, A 2022
report from the National Institute
of Disaster Management (NIDM)
and the United Nations Office for
Disaster Risk Reduction (UNDRR) stated that India
experlenced econamic damage of around $80 billion
between 1999 and 2020 due to floods, cyclones,
dmushln and culllug‘mmkn ~ events whose frequen.
cy and severity have woesened in the recent past,

Numerous high-profile disasters highlight the con-
nection between climate — Induced events and set
backs in development, The Chennal floods of 2015
impacted over three million individuals, disrupted

SATENDRA
SINGH

maore than 20,000 small and medium enterprises and
resulted in damages estimated at $2.25 billion.
Likewise, the Kerala floods of 2018 — considered the
woest in a century — affected 5.4 million people, dam-
aged over 10,000 km of roads, and caused losses
exceeding $4.3 billion, The tourism sector, contribut-
Ing 12 per cent w the state’s GDP, halted operations,
and recovery needs were estimated at $3.8 billion, In
2020, Cyclone Amphan struck West Bengal and
Odisha, resulting in damages estimated at $13
bilon, disrupting infrastructure, agriculture,

— e
ghﬂ could potentially decrease Indias GDP by up to
K per cent each year. Information from CREDS EM-
DAT database (2023) shows that flooding constitutes
nearly 50 per cent of all disaster-related financial loss-
e In the country. The diseuption of livelihoods, mass
displacements, collapse of infrastructure, and halts
In economic activities further strain public finances
and obstruct developmental qmwcu. particularly in
reglons most vulnerable t climate impacts,
Major urban centres in India, which are essential
to the nation’s economic development, are becom-

and livelihoods across both states.

and Food Security 2023

the sector’s considerable susceptibility to natural

ards such as droughts, floods, and storms, The report
cmrmlm the urgent need for investment In
resllience to mitigate these impacts. In India, repeat
harashtra, Rajasthan, and
Karnataka have resulted in conslstent crop fallures,
worsening rural hardship and leading to significant
10 the World Bank’s Climate
Risk Profibe for India (2021), climate-related catastro

od droughts in states ke Mal

migration, Accordin

The agriculture industry, which employs
almost half of Indla’ workforce, has proventobe |
particularly susceptible to severe weather
According to the Food and Agriculture
Organisation of the Unkted Nations (FAO)% 2023
report, The Impact of Disasters on Agriculture
Avoiding and
Reducing Losses Through Investment in
Resilience, approximately 23 per cent of the over
all economic losses resulting from disasters are
Incurred by the agriculture sector. This highlights

Ing Increasingly vulnerable to extreme weather phe-
nomena. Citles such as Mumbal, Delhi, Chennai,
Hyderabad, Bengaluru, and Kolkats frequently expe
rlence flooding, heat waves, storms, and unusually
heavy ralnfalls. These occurrences damage Infrastruc-
ture, diseupt transportation systems and interfere with
essentlal services, Megacities like Delhi and Mumbal,
which have high population densities and depend
heayily on climate-sensitive infrastructures, are par-
ticularly at risk,

Recently, Mumbal experienced its wettest May in
over a century, with a month’s worth of rainfall falling
in just 24 hours, This record-breaking rainfall floc
ed roads, diseupted fights and local trabns, and cansed
parts of the newly constructed Worll underground
station on Metro Line-3 to become non-operational.
Meanwhile, the National Capital Region (NCR) and
Delhi faced severe, off-seavon rainfall and dust storms
that damaged infrastructure, caused power outages,
uprooted trees, and halted traffic. In May 2025, unex
pected storms followed by heavy rains compromised

Lokmata Ahilyabai Holkar: The embodiment
of dharma and good governance

on the welfure policies of the Government

and ity good governance system. The
history of India Is lul‘]‘ of storles of such rulers
who did a lot for the development and
upliftment of the country. One such name Is
Punyashlok Maharani Ahllyabal Holkar.

Her welfare policies inspire Governments
even today, This year Is her 300th birth
anniversary and the entire country s celebrating
her legacy. She was born on May 31, 1725, in
Chaundi village of Ahmednagar (Ahilya Nagar)
district, The Bharatiya Janata Party, under the
leadership of its National President Shri llj{nl
Prakash Nadda i, has dedicated a 10-day
campalgn from 21 May to 31 May in the
memory of Lokmata Ahllruhu

Inspired by the multi-faceted personality of
Maharani Ahllyabal Holkar and her Ifes deeds,
BIP workers are working to spread the poor
welfare schemes of Honourable Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi and his resolution of
“Vishwaas se Virasat” to the people, This
work Is belng accomplished through
intellectual  dialogues, exhibitions,
competitions  among  students,
cleanliness of temples and ghats, aartis
and processions, State Governments
and local administrations have also
named many schemes and Institutions
after Maharani Ahilyabal Holkar,

Western scholars spread
propa anda about India and sald that

Hindu governance was chaotic”
James Mill wrote that “India was a
morally hollow and selfish soclety
which was not governable” whereas In
Western countries, terrible atrocities
were belng committed in the name of religion,

In India, Ahilyabal Holkar established a
welfare Dharmarajya. In Indla, Dharma s a
broad concept which paves the way for
economic and moral progress. Dharma teaches
the path from earning money and development
of human qualities in personal life to salvation,

For the rulers, it teaches policies and plans to
Increase economic prosperity and in personal
life, it teaches ones relationship with mutual
cordlal behaviour, sockety, nature etc,

This has been conveyed by sage Kanada in
Valsheshik Sutra: “Yato abhyudaya nkshreyas
siddhi: sa dharma® which translates to “That
which leads to both Abhyudaya (material well-
being) and Nishreyas (spiritual well-being), Is
Dharma"

In India, the rule based on religion Is
considered to be the ideal rule, in which
everyone s happy and healthy, That s,
economic prosperity from the material point of

ST g gy

Thr development of any country depends

environment in which everyone can
follow their religlous duties, such an
environment became an example of
an Ideal state, Such a capable rule
was given by Lord Shel Ram, so
llalnru{yn became an ideal and
exemplary state for all. Many kings
like Emperor Vikramaditya, Raja

Bho), Emperor Harshvardhan tried

to follow this ideal of Ramrajya,

Rulers  like Maharana  Pratap,

Chhatrapati ~ Shivaji  Mahara)
sacrificed their lives to protect these
values during forelgn invasions,

Ahilyabal was also & queen who
followed these eternal values,
Ah;l)'mn took over the rule of Malwa state In
1767 after the death of her father-in-law, Due to
her devotion towards Narmada, commerclal and
strategic skills, she made Maheshwar on the
banks of Narmada her capital. She ruled this
state for 28 years till her death, Schemes for the
development of farmers, providing land to
landless farmers, tribal development, making
her rule crime-free, employment-oriented
economy, women empowerment, production of
Maheshward sarees for her and soldler welfare
were the specialties of her rule, She also created
a women army by forming a military contingent
of 500 women. Maheshwar sarees even today
reflect her women-centric industrial policy, Due
to her affection towards the people, the public
gave her the title of Lokmata,

Along with the economic development of her
state, she also played an important role in the
cultural upliftment of India. Even afler being the
queen of Malwa state, she did the work of
b » r

Construction of innumerable temples including
all the Dhams, all the Jyotirlingas, all the Shakti
Peethas,  construction  of  river  ghats,
arrangement of Dharamshalas for the stay of the
travelers, this bs a series of incomparable works
done by her,

She also had a role in the reconstruction of
Badrinath, Kedarnath located in the Himalayas,
Lord Shri Vishwanath located in  Kashi,
Somnath,  Dwarika,  Purl  Jagannath,
Rameswaram, The number of these works done
by her across the country Is over 12,500 Its
specialty is that she got this work done from her
own wealth, not from the treasury. Starting o
Sanskrit school and honoring scholars reveals
her deep Interest In education.

Shivakamini Ahllyabai considered her rule as
the rule of Shiva, For this reason, his name was
not inscribed on his Government seal but “Shri
Shankar: Aagye Varunah® was Inscribed. She
used to run her rule with full sacrifice
considering service to the people as service to
God. While describing a good king, Vidur Niti
says: “Chakshusha Manasa Vacha Karmana Cha
Chaturvidham,

Prasadhayati yo lokam tam loko nu prasidati® I

It means “the king who pleases le subjects
with his eyes, mind, speech and deeds, his
subjects are pleased with him. Due to these
qualities, Maharani Ahilyabai Holkar was
honoured with the title of Punyashlok”,

On the 300th birth anniversary of Maharani
Ahilyabal, let us commit ourselves to the welfare
of the world by becoming the centre of good
r:wmmw and cultural renalssance. This will

¢ & true tribute to Lokmata Ahilyabal

(The sethar it the Natiansd lokt Genarsd Secmitsey of BIP

public infrastructure, lea cally dry areas inun
!lnh.\l, These events ln&v;:‘umlmmz cimate-led
transformation in urban weather patterns and high
light the pressing need for resdlient infrastructure and
urban plannin

The Inunmrhunlm of disasters is primarily shoul
dered by state Governments. Rellef efforts, emergency
medical assistance, and evacuation costs exert pres-
sure on {vul\lu finances, particularly as revenues from
sectors like tourksm and agriculture decline. While
states that experience fewer disasters can often
manage these expenses internally, more vulnerable
states typically depend on central assistance or
borrow from financial markets, which Increases
public debt and diverts resources from long-term
development goals, Procedural challenges in access-
Ing the State Disaster Response Fund, including
spending lmits and bureaucratic red tape, further hin
der recovery processes.

Beyond the economic impacts, disasters worsen
sockal inequall d obstruct inchusive develop
In Chennal, major companies relocated thelr oper
atlons while informal workers and small exporters
sullered heavy losses, In Kerala, the cancellation of
tourist reservations drove small business owners and
homestay operators into debt. These trends recur with
each disaster, displacing valnerable communities,
often nto urban areas that are similarly at risk.

There Is no doubt that India has made significant
progress In disaster preparedness. The nation has
developed advanced cyclone warning systems and an
expanding array of disaster shelters, Nevertheless, sub-

FIRST
olumn

stantial policy and Institutional deficits persist,
Disaster risk financing in India remains largely reac
tive, relying on budget reallocations after disasters
oceur. Financial instruments like catastrophe bonds,
rametric insurance, and resilience bonds — wi
E‘uu\l In regions like the Caribbean and Mexico —
are still in the experimental phase within India.
Barrlers such as high premiums, inadequate actuar
fal data, and ambiguous regulatory frameworks
impede their broader mhan“km.

India possesses a significant opportunity to take
the lead in this domain. The nation’s effort to estab-
lish the Coalition for Disaster Restllent Infrastructure
(CDRI), now supported by the G20, offers a robust
busis for integrating disaster resitience into Infrastruc-
ture planning and development. The effectiveness of
this inithative will rely on aligning it with major nation-
al programs like the PM Gati Shakui master plan, as
well as state-level climate adaptation strategles.

What India requires s a development paradigm
focused on dimate resilience. All future infrastruc-
ture devlopments uu;h.nhqr- peed tradng, solar
E:rlu. smart cithes, and coastal ways — should

assessed for thelr exposure to various hazards and
designed to withstand the climate challenges expect-
ed by 2050 and beyond. Early warning systems need
10 expand beyond just cyclone notifications to include
alerts for flash Mloods, lightning-prone arcas, and
cloudbursts in hilly regions. Fiscal restlience must be
enhanced through a structured approach
10 disaster risk financing that merges strong disas
ter response resources with Innovative financial
strategles and contingent credit options,
Environmental protections — including stricter land-
wse regulations, nature-based solutions, and ecosys-
tem restoration — should be integral 1o national
development frameworks.

Global research indicates that Investing a sin-
gle dollar in disaster preparedness can save up to
seven dollars during recovery and response.
However, disaster prevention and preparedness still
garner only a small share of climate finance. If
India harnesses its demographic advantages and
advancements in Inhm:}fmy to enhance robust
infrastructure, rmmmr community-oriented
adaptation, and implement efficlent risk financ-
ing, It can transform disaster risks into opportu-
nitles, This would lead to inclusive and sustain-
able development. The next two decades are crit-
ical, Whether natural disasters continue to drag
down development or become a driving force for
better planning and nnovation will depend on the
policy decisions made today, As India looks for-
ward to celebrating a century of independence in
2047, embedding climate and disaster resilience
at the core of its development strategy s not mere-
Iy wise — it is a national necessity,

(The weitar bs o former Exncutive Dimotor, Nations! Institute of
Disaster Management. GOI and formor Disoctoe, SAARC Disaster
Management Contre. Views ase personal)

India’s Soaring Cooling Demand: A
call for energy-efficient choices

formation have fueled an unprecedented rise in

energy demand. One of the most visible outcomes
of this growth is the surge in electricity consump.
thon, wﬂkh has climbed from 136 gigawatts (GW)
10201314 to 243 GW n 2023-24, On May 30, 2024,
the country recorded an all-time high of 250 GW
in peak power demand. This trend shows no sign
of dowing, with a major contributor belng IL
Increasing need for coaling solutions amid rising tem:
p and exy g urban popul

In 2024 alone, sales of alr conditioners (ACs)
Jumped 40-50 per cent, underscoring the
growing demand for indoor climate control,
Looking ahead, summer 2025 Is expected to see a
further 9-10 per cent rise In peak electricity
demand, driven heavily by cooling needs. Already,
fans and ACs contribute to nearly half of house-
hold electricity usage In urban India. Yet, despite
this, only about 3 per cent of households use super
energy-efficient celling fans, The primary barrier
i affordability, as these fans typically carry
a higher upfront cost, Addressing this
nllbnhhnlnr’gup £ 0O Just an econom-
I concern but also a strateglc Impera-
tive. Encouraging the widespread adop-
ton of energy-elficient cooling appli-
ances offers India a unigue opportuni
ty to ease grid stress, reduce energy con-
sumption, and enhance long-term
energy security,

Peak Demand

Every year, India adds between 10 and
15 million new AC units, By 2035, the
country could see as many as 150 mil
Bon more installed. Alongside ubkquitous
cueiling fan usage, this surge creates a sharp season.
alincrease in electricity demand — particularly dur
ing the hottest months, This seasonal peak puts
Immense straln on power infrastructure, often
leading to blackouts, increased procurement costs for
electricity providers, and unreliable supply for con-
sumers. In this context, improving the efficlency of
coaling appliances becomes not just & household lsue
but & natlonal pvlnm{ By reducing the load on the

ower R:Ad. energy-eflickent appliances can help sta-
bilise the electricity supply.

Total Cost of Ownership

Many consumers hesitate 1 purchase energy-effi-
clent appliances due to their slightly higher price
tags. However, these appliances often save signif-
icant money over time. The concept of Total Cost
of Ownership (TCO) includes not just the initial
purchase price, but also the operating costs over
the product’s lifespan, High-efficiency appliances
like S-star ACs and BLDC (Brushless Direct

Surrent) fans consume up to 50 per cent less powe:

Imlu'l rapld economic expansion and urban trans-

ANIMESH
MISHRA

far exceed the initial price difference. Studies indi
cate that the overall cost of ownership can be reduced
by up to 17 per cent, making high-efliciency mod-
els not only environmentally sound but financlally
wise,

The ‘Mileage’ Rating for ACs

To help consumens make Informed decisions, India
the Indian Seasonal Energy Efficiency
R) system for alr conditioners. ISEER is
akin to a “mileage” label for ACs, measuring cool-
ing output per unit of energy consumed across sea
sonal variations, A higher ISEER rating signifies bet-
ter energy performance. For instance, a 5-star AC
with an ISEER value of 5.0 or more ls comparable
10 a car giving 30 kilometers per litre, whereas a 3
star AC with a 3.5 rating might be closer to 20 km/1.
Over time, this difference translates into substantial
electricity bill savings — making 5-star ACs a smart
investment, particulaly in climates like Indlas, where
summer cooling needs are intensive,

Why BLDC Fans Makes Sense?

Cetling fans are the most widedy used coal
ing appliances in Indian homes and
often operate for 15 to 18 hours a day,
especially in warmer regions. Traditional
induction-based fans typically consume
70-80 watts, while energy-effickent BLDC
fans require only 28-35 watts. At the
houschold level, this translates into sav-
l!:ﬂ: of up to 15 per cent on electricit
While a BLDC fan costs around IN
2,700 compared to INR 1,300 for a con-
ventional fan, the difference can be
recouped in under 18 months through
energy savings. After that, the fan oper
ates almost cost-free for the remainder of its 7-8 year
lifespan. Widespread adoption of BLDC fans could
have a transformative effect. If every Indian house-
hold installed just two such fans and operated them
for 15 hours dally, national savings could excesd INR
78,000 crore annually.

Debunking the Wattage Myth

One common misconception ks that higher wattage
means better perf e, This d ding
is especially prevalent in the lighting space, where
consumers often belleve that & 9-watt bulb &
brighter than a 6-watt one, Wattage Indicates ener-
gy consumed — not beightness, Efficlency-focused
technologles like LEDs produce more lumens per
watt, meaning a well-designed 6-watt LED can actu-
ally outperform a 9-watt bulh. The benefits of ener-
gy-efficient cooling extend far beyond individual sav-
ings. Environmentally, these contribute to reduced
greenh [T { Py g Indial com
mitment under the Parls Agreement,
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Int'l student’s American
dream on the hold

The Trump administration abruptly freezes new visa interviews
for international students, disrupting their academic plans
na move sending ripples through Wobal academic circles, the Trump
administration has ordered a temporary suspension on new visa
Intorview appointments for international students and exchange visitors.

The decision — spearheaded by Secretary of State Marco Rublo — comes

s part of a broader plan to expand social media vetting of all F, M, and J

visa applicants. While US officials describe the measure as “temporary,” its

ramifications may be far-reaching, affecting students, US universities, and

Amaorica's position as a global education hub. The State Department has

dirocted US naw visa interviews for

student and exchange visitor visas, including the commonly used F-1

(dogroo ¥ e and M-1 0.

No timeline has been given for when new interviews will resume, The

China’s modern warfare without war

Despite boasting formidable military capabilities and engaging in loud sabre-rattling, China consistently avoids
direct military entanglements, choosing instead a path of deception, diplomacy and economic entrapment

hinese philosopher, Sun Tzu
(author of Art of War) has influ-
enced the thinking and policles of

the Chinese leadership, for eons.
Amongst his most potent and famous trea-
tise ks on the military doctrine of asymmet-
rical warfare, which is increasingly relevant
ina VUCA (Volatile, Uncertain, Complex
and Ambiguous) world of constant churn
and dissonance.

One key feature of expansionist China’s
strategy has been to follow Sun Teu's very
cost-efficient dictum of “subduing the
enemy without fighting” Much has been
made of China's militaristic prowess,
np*nulvr postures, 6th Generation tech-
nology and weaponry, “Woll Warrlor"

|

dopartment cites a planned overhaul of screening and vetting
with expanded scrutiny of applicants” soclal media as a contral foature.

The immediate impact is on students hoping to bagn their studies in the
US In Fal 2025. With the visa procass already requiring weeks to months,
this halt could mean delayed or cancelied plans for thousands of
students who have already secured admission but not yet completed their
visa Interviews.

In the 2023-2024 academic yoar, over 1.13 million international
students enrolled In US institutions, a record high. A staggering 71.5 por
cont came from Asia, with India and China being the top contributors. For
many of these students, this sudden freeze introduces uncertainty and
potential deralimont of life-changing academic and career plans. US

universitios stand to suffer significant consequences.
Institutions like New York University, Northeastern and Columbia rely

heavly on tultion revenue "

Harvard, Yale make up over one-

fifth of the student body. Harvard, embrolled in recent tensions with the
administration, had its approval to enrol new international students
revoked just last week. Losing international students would impact not only
financial bottom lines but also the diversity, innovation, and global
reputation of these institutions.

Research labs, g Itural exchange efforts could
ol take a hit. While the official reason for the pause is national security
and vetting improvements, but it may well be politically charged. The move
comes amid batweon the and
campuses over pro-Palestinian protests and free speoch issues. Though the
administration makntains its focus Is on safety and screening, incidents like
this suggest a blurred line between legitimate security concemns and
political repression.

The foasibility of this suspension rests on a complex balance. On one
hand, enhancing vetting processes may be viewed as a legitimate national
Intorest. However, the broad and undefined nature of this pause risks
undermining the US's standing as a destination of choice for global
talent. For now, students, universities, and global academic partners ane
loft in imbo,

Daan Faculty of Vaterinary Sciences at Sher-o-Kashmir University of

ty
Agricutural Sciences and T (SKUAST) Riaz Ahmad Shah
with Indha’s first gene-edited sheep, In Srinagar. PTI

d y et al, but a quick scan of all
recent global conflicts and wars will show
the stark absence of Chinese boots-on-
ground, despite much noise of China's posi-
tions on the conflict,

As seen, when the US-NATO abandoned
Afghanistan, in the Israel-Gaza war, Russia-
Ukraine war, or even very recently in the
four-day Indo-Pak conflict, the much-
bandied intervention by Pakistan’s ‘lron-
clad brother' Le, China, was limited to
adopting a pro-Pakistan position, diplo-
matically only.

In India, \rrﬂhully. imagined scenar-
1o like the “two-front war” led to much
discussion and strategising to ensure deter-
rence and dissuasion ufn simultancous
conflict along the China-Pakistan border.
The sense of acute vulnerability was
heightened by the reality of the already-
stretched, resource-constrained, and over-
deployed Indian wherewithal, which
would test its ability to take on two pow-
ers simultaneously (one of which would
be China).

Yet again, those fears came to nought
as the Chinese reaction to Indian retali-
ation against China's ally, Pakistan, led to
support in terms of words and not boots-
on-ground, as feared. Has the Chinese
appetite for an all-out conflict waned or
does it prefer to bide its time (with some
sabre-rattling thrown in) and use other
levers to push its agenda?

Despite siding with Putin on the Russia-
Ukraine war, it has remained steadfastly out
of militaristic presence (unlike other coun-
tries like North Korea or NATO countries
who have supplied weapons and person-
nel). Slmlhuf. it hasn't exactly swooped
down on the anti-West sensibilities of the
Afghan Taliban or attempted to co-opt the
same despite the vacuum left by the aban-
donment of US-NATO troops.

In the violent Middle East theatre too,
China seems to please all sides, without

attempting to irate any, leaving no clear ple-
ture If it i pro-lsrael, pro-Iran, or even pro-
Palestine — mealymouthed platitudes and
generous Chinese doles (economic) to
whichever party looks like ¢ lling the

Australia) and even carlnrrn hical expan-
fic

slonism (eg. making artificial islands in
South China seas) — but do so, without
provoking full-on conventional warfare.

ground, are offered. All this has ensured
that China is the
favourite fallback
option for all illiberal,
autocratic, option-less
or even paralysed
natlons when all other
doors close.

But, as the United
States of America
remalns busy piling uj
the body rgn“!:ns
burning  precious
amounts of dollars to
pursue prohibitively
expensive wars in the
Middle East, and Afghanistan, or even sup-
rurllng the Russia-Ukraine war, the
“hinese sit out and instead plough their
resources to win over territorles through

" » - diind and technological

BHOPINDER
SINGH

influence.

However the Chinese do not shy away
from arm-twisting their commerclal imper-
atives (e, taking over Hambantota port in
Sri Lanka for a 99-year lease), economic
and cyber coerclon (eg, “Valt Typhoon™
attack on critical infrastructure in

Right throughout Sun Tau's pearls of wis-
dom seem apparent in Chinese tactics, "All
warfare is based on deception, Therefore,
when capable, feign incapacity; when
active, Inactivity,. When near, make it
appear that you are far away; when far
away, that you are to lure himy; feign dis-
order and strike him. When he concen-
trates, prepare against him; where he is
strong, avoid him. Anger his general and
confuse him. Pretend Inferiority and
encourage his arrogance”

Chinese have become masters at play-
Ing geopolitical mind games which may
suggest a lot, but lead to rather muted
material action, ultimately. Therefore,
while China shows intent (typically to
adopt an anti-US position to attract trac-
tion towards itself) to take a daring posi-
thon, it stays away from militaristic inter-
vention and indulges in sabre-rattling, at
best.

The four-day Indo-Pak conflict may have
resulted in China (along with Turkey and
Azerbaljan) adopting a decidedly pro-

China stance — but the support of the ‘iron .

clad brother’ did not extend to it Interven-
Ing militarily or even adopting an aggres-
sive posture along its border with India,

which would have led to discomforting
dynamics for Delhi,

The Chinese seem to choose thelr mil-
itaristic target rather selectively as they
shadow-box with the Filipinos on the high
seas, Invoke ‘Salami tactics’ to creep onto
Bhutanese territory, or even conduct reck-
Jess exercises in proximity to Taiwan — but
remaln cautious In not overstepping thelr
belligerence,

China understands that intervening
militarily could disrupt its trade, commer-
clal and economic stability which is already
under stress with the ensuing US-China
trade war, domestic weakening of demand,
unemployment, and demographic decline,
Therefore ensnaring vulnerable countries
with ‘debt traps’ will remain its most
potent weapon to fructify its expansionist
and hegemonic dreams,

Another aggressive and alternative
means s via technological-cybersecurity
wherewithal using companies like Huawel
that have raised many suspicions, global-
ly. China Is expected to pursue its calcu-
lated “shoot-and-scoot” approach at best
but perheq- not beyond that. As Sun Tzu
also sald, “The greatest victory is that which
requires no battle”.

(The welter |s Lt Gen (Retd) and former Lt Gowermor of
Andaman and Necobar Issands & Puducherry,
Views ase personal)

A common man’s journey to God and self-mastery

SECOND
Oplmon

s Is & normal feeling for a common man. One starts
I with great hopes: “1am different; | am very Inh-lllqcm."
which has nothing to do with intelligence as such. ™1 will
show the world that 1 am superior” The ‘ahankar’ (ego) starts
to become prominent very early in one’s life. Nothing much
happens as life meanders. Middle age arrives, and the reali-
sation that what was hoped for has not materialised sets in,
This affects Ehyuc-l health and one starts to age, with
wrinkles and lines becoming more pronounced, and,
yes, hair starting to grey. Mental health suffers too,
with some requiring medical help. Old age starts to
show its harmful effects with Joss of memory, unless
one Is mentally active, not glaed mindlessly to tele-
vision, If changes are not made, the realisation comes
that one has Jost. The precious human life has been
squandered. But we dont have to lose; | am one of
those determined characters who refuses o guit. Nor
will 1let my close ones live an ordinary life. What
did I do? | gradually underwent a complete trans-
formation, ?’ it used to very simple, bland foods,
which had hqg?nulmuml vuﬂvau It doesn’t take Jong,
In my case, it was three months or so.
Simultaneously, I started a regimen of walking and
yoga exercises. Physical health started to get better. 1 began

AJIT KUMAR
BISHNOI

yes, harmful content. Slowly, | got used to healthy entertain-
ment. And I began to do spiritual peactices like chanting, ‘dar-
shana ‘naman. praying and thanking God for favours done.
The realisation came that God was getting involved in my life.
I began to get lots of Intultions by which God h‘llﬁ‘lll\ﬁ me
subtle hints. I was receptive and caught on. Solutions to
Inevitable challenges of life became npﬁuum and life started
1o become smooth. I was now ready to help my near and dear
ones. They were already learning from my behaviour, Don't
people learn from what we do, not from what we say? If what-
ever we say Is 50 good, why don't we practise them ourselves?
This fact misses almost everybody. [ can lie all day
and tell my children to be truthful. Surely, we Kw
disappolnted when children become dishonest. We
complain, but who is listening? The question is:
why don't mare people do what 1 did? There are
many excuses. “Tam not sure it works” is ane. It
won't work unless we implement what God has
Instructed. It is a matter of personal experlence.
Nothing ebse will motivate me. Knowledge is great
but it has to be applied. Another is faulty
nature, which all of us suffer from. Our natures
are made up of the three gunas’ (modes), which
are goodness, passion and darkness. They are }T‘:
sent In varlous proportions in all of us. (The
vad-Gita 18.40) The more passion we have,
it will be more difficult to persuade ourselves to
take shelter in God. And if we have lots of darkness, we are

Letters

Empowering the farmers with science

Kaminl Singh, a former scientist, traded her lab coat
for the fields of Uttar Pradesh, empowering over 1,000
farmers with organic moringa farming. What began with
a 29 lakh loan transformed into a thriving business
worth T1.75 crore, demonstrating how sclence and sus-
tainability can uplift lives. Kamini Singh's journey is one
that began in the halls of some of India’s top research
Institutions — the Central Institute for Subtropical
Horticulture (CISH) and the CSIR-Central Institute of
Medicinal and Aromatic Plants (CIMAP). 7

to cut out entertainment, which had lots of exciternent and,  well and truly doomed. Lust, greed, hate, etc. will keep on rals-

Ing thelr ulfr heads, and we will succumb helplessly. God could
have helped because His help bs crucial in improving one’s
nature. But for God to help, one must take His shelter, What
1 have realised is that not only is my nature becoming better
but my implous ‘karmas’ of past lives are not able to cripple
me; God balls me out every time. (18.58) 1 feel bad for peo-
ple who are busy earning for their near and dear ones even
in advanced age. What happens when bad karm las” man-
Mest? Children put their parents in 1CUs with little sl;nlpumy.

This s the way the woeld is; we don't learn from the exam-
ple of Valmikiji, who changed when Naradajl made him realise
the reality. He was asked to go and check with his family mem-
bers if lMwald share his punishments on account of the
bad deeds he was dolng. Valmikiji should be a role model for
all of us. Then, everything will change. The balance of life will
start 1o get better because God is everything, (7.19) He can
help in all aspects of our lives. God begins to reform us, as
only He can. God knows what our faults are, and how they
are hurting,

In my case, it was done on alternate days with one faalt taken
up. God made me realise that if I want a Iﬂﬁlﬂ life, | must
get rid of it. And God made the next day blissful to prove it.
Then, God guides us so that we don't keep on committing the
same mistakes out of habit. God alerts as only He can, through
intuitions. Thus we begin to make our present better and future
still better. But s we are limited in what we can achleve on
our own, God actively helps.

(The weiter Is 0 spirtust teaches.
Views are persoas)

SEBI new chiefs pitch for transparency

The new SEBI chairman, Tuhin Kanta Pandey, has
acknowledged the gaping holes at the helm given the alle-
gatlons levelled by Hindenburg Research against former
SEBI chairman, Madhabi Purl Buch, for indulging in cor-
rupt practices.

Moreover, when MLAs, MPy, and even Judges of High
Court and Supreme Court do not shy away from disclos-
Ing their assets and Liabilities publicly, SEBI also should
come out clean. In this respect, the of a high-

to the Editor

Monsoon drowns Mumbal
Around 250 mm torrential rains lashed Indias “financlal
capital” and “vibeant city” Mumbal on Monday. The del-
uge brought sordid memorles of 2005, 2017, and 2020 back.
Mumbai is known to reel under heavy rains around
July-August.

This time around, the monsoon arrived in advance but
there was a clear IMD warning about the same. Visible mis-
ery c‘:nml to lMuul:'\d‘du of p«fplt due to heavy downpour,

of Moringa cultivation and developed value-added by
deucu like Moringa powder, oil, handmade soap,
foringa tea, Moringa tablets etc.

CIMAP is steering multidisciplinary, high-quality
research In blological and chemical sciences and
extending technologies and services to the farmers and
entreprencurs of medicinal and aromatic plants (MAPs)
with its research headquarters at Lucknow and Research
Centres at B ' Hyderabad, P gar and
Purara. CIMAP Research Centres are aptly situated in
different agro-climatic zones of the country to facili-
tate multi-location fleld trials and research. A little more
than 50 years since its inception, today, CIMAP has
extended Its wings overseas with scientific collabora-
tion agreements in Malaysia,

JAYANTHY ANANDAMBAL | MUMBAI

level for ging conflict of interests and dis-
closure for the regulator’s board members is a step in the
right direction.

At a time when millions are entering the stock mar-
ket, the number of demat accounts now exceeds 170 mil-
Tion with account holders all over the country; their faith
in the market regulator and the efficient functioning of
the market must be fortified. When we consider the
market regulator’s wide ambit of Influence, any line
between the market regulator and the regulated entity
must be fully disclosed.

The sooner this ambiguity Is removed, the better it
would be for the financial and economic health of the
country. Transparency and clear separation between reg-
ulator and regulated are essential to uphold market integri-
ty and protect India’s growing base of retail investors,

VLAY SINGN ADMIKARI | NAINITAL

g drains nE
Important message that emanates from the massive year-
ly raing is clear: like many major cities of the country,
Mumbal Is raymg the price for massive urbanisation and
poor planning,

Due to Its geography, ralnwater absorption and empty-
Ing Is extremely vital for the city to secure itself from water-
logging and flooding, Unfortunately, the necessary water
uc lation pr I s still to be effective-
Iy put in place. Old drainage systems require an urgent look-
in. More often, the old drains are clogged
rlals, Ineffective drainage systems put a high load on the
final outhets that empty into the sea. The basic groundwa-
ter absorption system rm taken a hit by the concretisation
of lands. Removal of encroachments, a move that can
address most of the rain problems, is not forthcoming for
obvious reasons.

GANPATME BHAT| ANDLA

INDIA'S HISTORIC PUSH FOR
INDIGENOUS 5TH-GEN FIGHTER

/. India stands witness to & Wobaly. This decision banscends the
revolutionary shiftin s strategic dutence sector, attracting lnvestment,
Ip‘.v‘ Ministor's of jobs for the youth, and

generntion advanced ighter jets with

'3 The
surge In related companies” shars post-

merely a policy, but ihdence of th
India's pride, security, and emengence as & This is not just & policy but a resolve 1o
Pobal superpawer. This step breaks the ‘estabibsh India as an imvinciée foroe on
shackies of forelgn dependency in the the gobal stage.

g was there to see. The efon ints The path of self el not
e of self-reliance. onfy make India secure but also
For decades. India’s mliance on forsgn  prospercus and empowered India's
dufence equipment led 10 delinys In supply.  decision to bulkd iIndigenous fIfth.
tochnical constralnts, and political generation fighter jets marks &
pressures, Seberco

strongth, However, with modem

playing & decisive rofe In wartare, this

capability

dedision s the need of the how. and inapires gobad confidence. This
Exampies e the BrahMos missile, wesionary step positions ndia as a rising
waste mate- o, & pe |
defence systems peove ndia's schontific desting with peide and strength.
and chnical prowess is second 10 none RKJAIN ARUEET | BARWANI
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Monsoon of hope
and familiar flaws

southwest monsoon has arrived in Kerala eight
days nhcad ol its u:hcdulcd onset nnd ud\mnccd
quicklyal Cconst 16

COMMENT

READING BETWEEN THE NUMBERS

Ameasure of growth amid
deepeninginequalities

India’s no.4 spotinGDP
rankings must be viewed
alongwith declining wages

and subdued consumption g,

disparity becomes glaring,

India currently ranks 136th in the
world in GDP per nplu. uvnrdmg w0
theIMFs)

its - concentrated Inmdy 1':;;
firms - raises mﬁmu concerns about
The be-

income
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& anad &

g0 34¢h. Thi ot b

de-
1 Ll ot

DECCANHERALD
Saturday
May 31,2025

SPEAKOUT

Pakistan wiped off the sindoor (vermillion)
from the foreheads of mothers and sisters.
Narendra Modi took revenge for that. Just

like Operation Sindoor, we

the soldiers of BJP will carry
outOperation West Bengal.

We must be ready touproot
Mamata Banerjee’s government
and dump itin the Bay of Bengal.

1 Sukanta Majumdar. Union Minister

"

The way they talked about what happened was
almost more important than what had happened.

days ahead of schedule. This marked the earfiest arrival of Japan's in absolute terms, the If household
b o 4 P s P 5 VISHAL R CHORADIVA average Incdian remains far poorer than — earnings fadl to rise, consumer demand David Duchovny
the monsoon in recorded history in the city and is a mete-
the average Japanese citizen, P«uph may weaken, tmdcrvmnlnu the
orological high-water mark, There was a forecast from the sof! Mly 2025, India has omdllly Income remains a far more dline GDP figures seel mﬂ
India Mcteorological Department (IMD) about an carly n to become the  metric of economic well being, yet it is twoelebrate.
onset, Combined with other d climate events, 1d's bmgn l h“ The Ministry of Statistics and Pro- TOBE PRECISE
the has ireda rarely seen, and l;y nominal GDP, according to data re- o, Thisomissionis ramme Implementation (MoSPI),
therainhasbeen relentess. Tuken by surprise, Bewahers leed by the Inscnacional Monctary t undermines o wriumph I ks latest ‘National Accounts St AS THE 'MOTHER OF
omyellow Fund (IMF). be jected by those in power. ties - 2025' publication, also confirms DEMOCRACY! WE -
1 \ Thedistinction b G- Jeeted at !: 19 lrﬂlﬁim sl!'g’huﬂy «lumu Over the last decade, India's per  a shrinking wage hlll_rdnlve l.ll('rnl’. WOULD DEFINMELY
and monsoon showers is only technical, and the IMD has r:l‘a:ul“«nm‘t: :‘::n‘:\:llly -;m SO et trends are corroborated by rlnmm B TRUMP'S ENVY!
said nm there mllbv:abovenonnal rnin- inJune, by BV R Subrahmanyam, CEO of NIT1 the Centre for Monitoring Indian Econ-
Theab of rain would give relief to many pumu( Anyu& ,ata press briefing following the omy(CMIE), which recently reporteda
,.....; derheat wave 10th Gaverning Council meeting of the declinein consumer sentiment, further !
db swell foragriculture. .,."‘.‘;:'8'.1.‘;‘1:“.’;17 ‘I‘D::n“‘:.ul b Indomestic demand.
indomestic L
Ncnriy wo’mcm lcul(lvau:d hﬂd“ dw“w“ l{nm urchcrmlhrmdthc 2025 ‘These warning signs are not anom-
the Ag : - paa hich . m Igml\;itl;udt‘m alies: they lnxymmmlnuclmmr
- h nm and quart . nomic policy direction pursued over
boost the economy. It would also help the guvcrnmcm Nmmhdm. India’s current growth the past decade, The significant cuts
bt o i (ke Germary v become he workds Iesaeat o et row avenct
reservoir levels will mean stal ermany (o world's t t not
irrigation and power produc- ZYTITNTIE oy et g el 5
tion, Groundwater levels can be : ubilation m"’“‘“",':‘ e n """‘“’"“"“ o “'m ovels. IN PERSPECTIVE
replenished and thereisa good RIS i O - :
ni merce nlm‘i I:nduixry Miniy hascither mymrd or been curtailed
mnunﬂm&mﬂdﬁ:mw boost to rural P Oax i g in critical areas such as l'(l\ltAl’lim\ Roa map Or
rainwater harvesting p! P Vah on socil ia, proclaiming, “We are i Are
However, several parts of incomes; rains, _tr!:« ;nl?.m :\‘ﬁmmy :'.;:tm«;m X 4 modaic'} nls‘«lll.lht:bmenmﬂ economic growth g .
vaged i is is Bharat rising un: ar-  countries has seen only modest m jave been concentrated among a nar- ] t'l
::;‘(;:‘jlr;? mmﬁ,mm meanwhile, endra Modi j1.* da Sonowal, ng b row segment of the population, par- reconCI la On
life is disn:;lc d. Major urban batter w:m Minister of Pof:. “S;ugaumw evate h:‘her s;'nndmi of living for a hm ticularly capital mlr.'n, while wage Bkt
y rerways, congratul ¢ public  sectionof the population.’T ceamers mlurmn sector workers W0 afunct rapport between
centres such as Mumbai, Dethi  JTIMIGIE R and credited du-muml‘dm Min- ~ growth points to decper uruaunl is continue to stru The UGCshould the UGC and state universities
and Bengaluru have remained - SRS ister Modi's “astu inth y hattheab:  India’s Iu the fourth posi- assume an advisory  might pave the vmikx o har-
susceptible to flooding, water- Jeadership” mzou :\nd}vnl‘udu]; solute GDP figures conveniently gloss  tion in global GDP rankings draws at- le. rel i monious partnership result-
logging and related issues. Life Chief Minister N Chandrababu 'h'lnkiu over, Chief among these is a stark and  tention away from the harsh realities role, reinstating L"E,{" llmlvr quality (‘rmﬂ
: g the Prime i I Faced by millions - rising inequality, de- ) cation not necessarily im-
'"l(M":".h‘ wnuhr(m:n oﬂx‘:’clr.d and i Minister's “visionary leadership and — India's E Survey for FY24 dlnln;yvnl wages, weak job creation, thcoptrutlonnl parted only by a few islands of
= low-lying areas were inundate SO0 KAtON Wad strongeconomic governance  Similar- p-lnu a troubling picture. While cor- ything, autonomyof state  excellencelike [IMs, IITs, NITs,
flooded in the last week. Bengaluru also had similar expe- Iy, Maharashtra Deputy Chief Minister profits soared by 22.3%, reach- it shoukd prompt serious universities and the 1Sc.
riences, Urlzuﬂ:'ndl:lm r;mnml:mf:ndy.nnchcinlm mdmeMlmntrh?Jo: Pav:iml:lnudcd ng |hc|r highest l;ywh in 15 years, about the quality and inclusiveness of The UGC |h<:luld assume
structure which is ly fragile and inadequate breaks both Prime Minister Modiand Finance grew by a meagre 1L.5%,  India's economic the role of a facilitator, advi-
down under the ()ngl.“z.“ of the monsoon. No city has Minister Nirmala Sitharnman for stoer Wru: hremained subdued. More Cflcbrnnnx numinnl mllcsluncl § N HEGDE sor-mentor and watchdog,
invested wﬂick'nﬂy m i and water ing the economy to this landmark, disturbingly, real wages for workers n.... leaving to state universitics
Lakes h Sal h " While uxﬁcxpmhmuf prideare  dedlined substantially between 2017- ded - it e University Grants  the implementation of their
" b prasad 2 A 18 and 202324, Male self-employed  is dangerous. Real pnwm will come Commission (UGC) was  guidelines/regulations, Uni-
;;"- o fouds andt ffmﬂl is rampant. The b ms for llnhal mn)m.l; m.\unllhm wo':l.s:lrs rx| wm'n’ 9% du;mu not l;nmnmul -cr'manynrhpnn '?nbldmlhmﬁhuul vm:llu have diverse charac-
rbage o S, and tree design these are also in eamings, lemale selfem-  in GDP rankings, but from ensuring tersin nance, in-
and construction of roads, buildings and apartments are from the economic realities facing the : pyed workers saw their incomes fall er ;mum:fnmh translates into 01 the Radhakrishnan Com- frastructure, finances, faculty,
faulty and accentuate the problems of water movement. majority of Indians. The tendency to |mmring.12.2!k Ami nbned etrer livelihoods, rising wages, and tan-
n,,?, hnw b«n perennial urban planning issues; now, highlight nominal GDP in isolation, o reduced lity. Until then, nn:h an Actof Parliament. The ma- wble set of regulations should
A il one g donobd wage f6.4%and 12.5% re-  achi andt! {or mandate nlwu'd o Ihe ave an ldrqunc nmeline
dn The oy 4 Fiore dieovikhicil creates a distorted, picture of national - spectively celebration premature, d nstitu-
mage. u NIONE CRre Wit CIR Indin's exceeds (The writer is an assistant professor tdunmmhmlnuoc andtocn- lkn (1 ll:ls) m-lb' the il
change -------n--;- WonRther Nhlllhm mrlyllumnlhal nUnpnn Aﬂlﬁ.m _ with the Department of Py and. In equs e 0 the
storms and cyclones. When The vey dthatthe  Studfes, Christ University, Bengali .Iz'llﬂ‘;-‘:' MLuIm eduaten, - feasibek :"l, L'»: fittects
U cation, e ol
ferred hestate  state unhmnm should be
listtoth list. Since Hot con-
RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE then,thecentral and state gov-
ernments have been adminis-

Sustainable transport:
Startwith the roads

Thc unmn ) government has done well to add a
0" ble transport”
to its National Action Plan for Climate Change
(NAPCC), considering the importance the transport sec-
tor has in the larger scheme of climate action. This will be
the firstinclusion of a new mission in the NAPCC in over a
decade, Some countries including in the European Union
and Africa have initiated similar programmes. The new
mission would address vehicular emissions and develop
green policies in the transport sector to achieve net-zero
‘The plan is being prepared with the Ministry of
Road Transport and Highways (Marth) as the nodal body.
It will have various sub-sectors such as road transport,
railways, ports, shipping and civil aviation, The ministry
has been working extensively on the plan and the mission
will present an informed roadmap ronhdulurc
T’Mlocm h PO SECtor, ¢
port, iscritical tocli h ammes,
Road transport is the largest mnmbumr to pollul ion in
India, accounting for about 12% of the country's carbon
dioxide emissions. The sector will be the last to become
carbon-neutral. There are international standards for
net-zerotargetsin other sectors
such as civil aviation and ship-

ping. The international ship- B LUES UL
ping and aviation sectors aim "
to transition to net-zero emis- Ca'" boost ;
sions by 2050, However, there  IRUNFEICERT
is no internationally agreed-up- but emission
on net-zero plan for the roads
which are the most widelyused  JUS
componentwithin the transport ransportation
sector. Any plan tomake the sec- transperta 0
tor carbon-neutral has to start JEUSLELEIUIT]
with road transport, challenge

The plans for reducing emis- 9
sions in the transport sector

will involve changes in logistics,

design of roads and vehicles, laws, consumer behaviour,
urban planning and various other factors, Emission stand-
ards thatalign with international norms will have to be set
and alternative fuels and electric vehicles (EVs) will have
to be promoted. The shift to the EV ecosystem involves
many challenges, The EVindustry is yet tobecome self-re-
liant and it will take many years to reach there. There are
problems related to technology, charging infrastructure,
investment, finances and marketing. The government's
goalis to have EVs constitute 30% of the new private vehi-
cle registrations by 2030, This is a major challenge, going
by the present trends. A significant amount of freight also
needs 1o be shifted from the roads to the railways if pollu-
tion from the roads is to be reduced. As the new mission
takes shape, its proponents will have their work cutout to
meet these objectives,

Aseattostandupfor

Idon't mind being called
ajji; feelinglike one

1°d like 1o decline the offer and say,
“Parvaagilla, 1 can manage,” my body
often betrays me, and | gratefully ac-

these blessed beings, ically 1 am

tering both school and higher
education,

In exercise of the powers
vested in it, the UGC has been

unable 1o match their energy levels,
Even as my mind drives me to do so

p % and

beyond

Mutual coordination, cooper-

ation, and consensus should

prevall instead of dictatorial
hes and

compassing vanous aspects

tial revolts. UGC recommen-

is a bother cepe the seat, feeling a mixol gratiude  many things, my aches and pains hold such as syllabi, pcdagnﬁ: dations should necessarily
: and guilt, me back. h 1 4 finan-
‘chaveallheardtherefrainsageis  To shake off the feeling of decline, Ap intment of vice-chan-  cial assistance to empower the
SUDHA NARASIMHACHAR Justanumber;it'sallinyour mind:and 1 attended Ram Navami events at my cellors (VCs) and faculty, new  state universities. The apex
youcan feel young atany age. Although - school in Secunderabad, where | re courses, and pay scales of  body cannot merely be ritual
slrovel by metrothesedays, I'm - very inspiring to read, these affirma-  connected with classmates. For three tenchers, Different state gov-  ly suggestive but needs to be
often touched by the kindnessof — tonsaredifficult to live by. Sometimes,  days, we relived our teenage years, ernments have incorporated  effectively supportive as well,
rangers, Ayoung girlwillstand  there are things over which we have  sharing laughter and positive memo- some (not nll) of the UGC  The UGC should encour-
up and say, “Aunty, please sit here,”or - no control, however much we try. Itls — ries, Itwas o M exp T for Im-  age state universities to have
@ young man will gesture 1o a vacant  intimidating to see super senior citi-  that help ourdaily chall through their their agenda of development
seat beside him, saying “Ay, il ban-  zens who do und ith hy Acts and Statutes, Mnny lupampnndwﬂllhewq
ni, koothkoli" (Grandma, come here  feats such as run marathons, climb  Don't get me . 1 don't mind these s
and sit), These acts of courtesy make  mountains, trek miles together, travel  being called azi, but puts me off Iy, due G fromthel l(..(. could be
me (ccl Appr«lalcd lndn]u«l Vcry continuously, paint, make sculptures, s that | have started looking and feel: to constraints of state uni-  commensurate with the aca-
conduct courses, pursue studies and  ing like an qgff, who needs to be shown versities in putting up demicstatus of HEIS, Itis time
me for fear of losing their seat or kel 50 many other things - and succeed.  extra care and compassion, It is a re- infrastructure apart from  the UGC adopted a new para-
ing guilty for refusing tolet mesitas T Shouldn't they be inspiring us? [don't  minder of my advancing age and the human, financial, and mate-  digm of grant distribution to
struggle tobalance and stand straight.  know, Actresses Vyjayanthi Mala, timestocome, rial resources, However, until  ensure that well-performing
However, I'm also reminded of the - Hema Malini, Rekha and Helen con-  Though | don't try to hide my age recently, there has been fairly  state universities obtain sub-
times when | offered my seat tosenior  tinue to enthral audiences with their — or pretend w be young«. Idnwam w good Ry by wiy of cooper- |
citizens, pregnantwomen, ormothers  graceful dances in their late seven- mymnndmon“-n ¢to ti d I between All state ities shall
with infants while commutingtowork  ties, cighties and nineties! God bless i l that the UGC iti to comply with
by BTSand later BMTCbuses. Though  them, While mentally lwant tobe like  Ishare with many. inginaf | the feasible i the
Theintroductionof the New UGC It sMuld be borne in
Fdzmlh;-u mlxyl (NI;::‘MBD mind that there isnosubstitue
and its hasty implementa-  for quality, and in the present
LETTERS To THE EDITOR thon (rlum“rn great deal of - competitive scenario, no HEI

Karnataka govt’s special action force is a reassuring step

confusion, controversy, and
contradiction as states such
as Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil

and Punjab

can offer poor education in a
substandard setup - an exer-
cise that will nurture inteflec-

Apropos ‘Action force to curb communal unrest; Three  and specialised intervention is necessary. The deploy- 0 tual bankruptey.
held for Bantwal murder’ (May 30), is bolh timelyand  ment of a trained unit comprising personnel from the (with non-BIP g UGC should adopta
reassuring. The Karnataka government's decision Anti-Naxal Force will undoubtedly act as a deterrent arcopposed to many prescrip-  ehplaying field for the expan-
to establish a special action force 1 curb | 1o mi and instil a sense of security among tions lised lhe Jonof high 1h
violence in sensitive districts is commendable, The citizens, This is a laudable step towards ensuring peace policy. This is hmﬂy present policy discriminates
swift action taken in arvesting the suspects involved in - and upholding the rule of law. One can only hope that the states insist Itisthelr  between a state university
Abdul Rahim's murder demonstrates strong intentand  this force remains apolitical, efficient, and 3 and pnwlqr (0] mdadmmd-mheunh«dty
coordination, Given the escalating tensions in Dakshi-  ty-friendly in its operations have ed | policies of such as opening
na Kannada and hbouring areas, such p Vijay Kumar H K, Raichur their own and hence, have oll CAMPUS Centres.

- sk ) - ) bluntly rvjcq@ the imposi- The! NP.innd&mm
Unnecessary row Settingtherecordright  Erodingsoft power Sonly the UGC The impesse byvilon and cesgnwithnovel

turned worse recently when mn«pt:ul lmludmpin-ry

Kamal Haasan has ata promotional  BJP MP Yaduveer Krishnadatta Apropos ‘Harvard Pushback, Key to the UGC circulated the draft  and y course
event of his yet to be released film Chamaraja Wadiyar's efforts to set of America’ (May 27), univer- regulations on the appoint-  delivery. But the mrln reality
in Chennal, kicked up an unneces- lhc m‘m\l urntu ht rw,mllnn the sities are considered a soft power ment of VCs inthe state  is that colleges affiliated with
sary controversy by claiming that of b s In America, showcasing ideals like governments are stripped of  the um\mdlm (barring a few
Kannada was born out of Tamil, Limited (t HAL) in Bengaluru are pluralism, tolerance, and freedom thelr ) are un-
This assertion is as both le. Contrary to popular  of thought. However, the recent member (wlm acts as chair- pnpln'd for offering a four-
Kannada and Tamil are | d itwas freeze ona $2, 2b{llum1¢d¢mlmm man) of the search-cum-se- memwﬁh
languages with their own distinct Hirachand who founded the com- toHarvard | and d lection i Exclusion i i
histories, Both languages have been pany in 1940, mlh luppor! fromthe  including n-punn\r students who of state is held dofthe houris con-
conferred dmmr status, i of M; violate laws, ke attempts to as a direct onslaught by the by
The controversy sparked by rajendra WIdi{ll' Imu llwuhnrhl control universities., UGCon thy £ the two principal stakehold

Kamal Haasan's comments is
unnecessary and unwarranted,
particularly at a time when South
Indian states should be presenting a
united front against the imposition
of Hindi.

KR Jayaprakash Rao, Mysuru

Nehru. As any HA| can
atrest, a bust of Walchand Hira-
chand lspruudlydlsplnﬁrd atthe
entrance of HAL, and the

(Bihar)

Our readers are welcome 10 ermall ketters o

letters.

governments, The controver-
slal issues have legal impli-
cations as they relate 1o cen-
tre-state relations in a federal

celebrates Founder's Day to honour mu-u not I pled)
his legacy. VI et sender's postal list.
VK u aooress Thefollowing steps towards

to ensure quality higher edu-
cation coupled with produc-
tive knowledge and employ-
able skills.

University of Mysore)
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SMA: Debilitating and costly

UDBHAVI BALAKRISHNA
DH NEWS SERVICE

ifteen years ago, Rash-

mi Sampath noticed

that her seven-month-

old daughter Deeksha

couldn't independently
sit and stand. After multiple spe-
cialist visits, tests and treatment
options explored over one and
a half years, Deeksha was diag-
nosed with Spinal Muscular Atro-
phy (SMA) Type 2, a progressive
neuromuscular disease leading
to gradual muscle wasting,

“We did a DNA test, and that is
how welearntabout SMA. Had we
known to recognise signs earlier,
maybe the treatment could have
beenstarted carlier,” said Rashmi.
In 2021, Decksha, on a wheelchair
since she was eight years old,

10 the Supreme Court. If Natco is
successful, it can offer Risdiplam
for an estimated cost of Rs 15,900
per 60 mg bottle,

However, doctors, families of
patients, and activists argued that
this might not be enough. They
urged the government to step in
and talk with the manufacturer
and bulk buy the medicine to
reduce the annual costs of the
families of SMA patients.

“If a family has a strong
background of SMA cases, we
suggest parents undergo genetic
testing and counselling to rule
out the possibility of SMA. Even
if nobody in the family has
disease manifestations at all,
but we suspect SMA in the baby,
we do nerve conduction studies
and electroneuromyography
(ENMG) tests,” Dr Shiva Kumar

SPOTLIGHT

WHAT IS SMA?

Spinal Muscular Atrophy (SMA) is a

rare and inherited neuromuscular
disease affecting motor neurons
due to mutations in the Survival

Motor Neuron 1 (SMN1) gene,
affecting muscles in the limbs,
face, chest, throat, and tongue,

thus impacting walking, breathing,
speaking, and swallowing, causing
progressive weakness 1nd muscle

wasting.

SMA affect
BpProximate

10,000

One in every Sotelly

40

il

7

‘Generic drugs
can bring hope’

rAnn Agnes Mathew,
pacdiatric

osity of the Tata Blue Tree

J neurole gist nnd neuro-
muscular specialist based in
Bengaluru, treats nearly 600
SMA patients from across In-
dia. Inan interview with DH's
Udbhavi Balakrishna, she
highlighted key bottlenecks in
the diagnosis of the
SMA, and shared
her views on expen:
sive treatment

Excerpts:

How serlous Is the
incidence of SMA?
SMA is the most
common inherited
cause of infant death.
India bears one-sixth of its
global burden. The incidence

L if you buy two
bunlu you get three bottles
free. So, for five bottles, you
pay Rs 2.4 lakh per bottle, The
same bottle in China costs
Rs 48,000, Some families
have reported that it costs Rs
25,000 in Pakistan and Rs
50,000 in Indonesia.
Many of my patients
are currently going
1o hospitals in China
and buying it. Chinese
authorities negotiat-
ed with the pharma
company manufac-
turing Risdiplam and
bought the medicines
inlarge quantities, thus
making it easily accessible for
people, [ hope we can make

ar anorally HR, a logist in rate is about | in 6,000 to similar progress.
:\dmnlsmmldmgkr\l\l/\,wmh Bengaluru, said, 1in 10,000 births, We can
costsabout Rs 6.2 lakh perbottle.  Dr Kumar noted that deaths estimate that around two lakh  Can we address the problem
Had her medicationcostsnotbeen  occur due to complications babies are affected in Indinat by developing generic ver-
covered under a compassionate  arising out of the disorder, not any given time. sions of the drugs?
access program by Roche Pharma,  the disorder itself. “Over time, Types of SMA: Yes, that would be the way for-
itwould have beendifficult forher it weakens respiratory muscles, 85 Rarest, severest Zolgansma (onasemnogene Why is the treatment for ward, We have the numbers to
family o afford her treatment. causing patients to die due to starts in the womb, mast abeparvovec-xiol): SMA prohibitively expen- make these drugs accessible
Keerthana, another child with  Type 11 respiratory failure. Life bables cannot survive 6 ou time gene theropy, sive? and still profitable or sus-
SMA, also had treatment delays, expectancy can be prolonged months. injectable, Cost: This is a question better ad- tainable. Karnataka's Centre
impacting her progress. Her with gene therapy, but it cannot Type 1 - Develops before R 1 6 dressed to those who develop — for Human Genetics has
parents, H Nagashree and Kishore, h(- called a cure because once a bables are two years old. S crore these medi and the Is for
both ! have I itcannot Depending on severity, d (Risdiplam); pharma companies, Yes, it many rare diseases for one
to spend Rs 50-75 lakh annually  be reversed,” he said. gm“&"x;x vy v ° ou| administered, isa revolutionary therapy, fourth the price. Natco wants
for the treatment of the two-year- Prasanna  Kumar Shirol, than six Months old, The 2 | akh and those who researchand — to manufacture Risdiplam at
old. “We are getting three botles  founder of the Organisation for Dabiles can never sit w m,.' s 72 bakehs per yeor develop drugs need to be ahighly subsidised price, but
freefor the costof two,butitisstill - Rare Diseases India (ORDI), said 2-Symptoms. for children, and up to remunerated, but alocof thisis currently a matter for
quite expensive for us, She needs  that although the government children show between 6 and Rs 2 crore per year for acults. patients’ families feel asif they  the courts to decide.
4,4 mg of the oral solution every  had the National Policy for Rare out of the 18 manths. They can «Natco Pharma's generic are being held hostage to high
day. We need two bottles of 60 Diseases, 2021, its assistance was 3.424 rc O R e of d di prices with no What urgent actions should
mgamonth, since one bottlelasts  kmited to the one-time payment o ia oF o 10 be avallable at approximately viable alternative. the government take?
about 18 days. We buy twoatonce  of Rs 50 lakh per patient. portal of the without help. Rs 15,900 The government has made a
and pay about Rs 12.4 lakh and “Sustainable fundingis the only Go “‘m”‘wm of India Typa - Starts after 18 mrmmb'nnlo nd What are the roadblocks to lotof inroads in this field, but
get three more free with them®,  wayout. Withan ICMR-rated 90% 60 Tari dlisatas wre months, Patients ¢an lead RS S takh [0r st over improving the accessibility  we need more. The govern:
said Kishore. “After a year, only  treatment effectiveness for SMA, SMA patients. 2 normal life. can walk, 30 botthes xually. and affordability of SMA ment holding discussions
two botthes will be given for free.  government support, regardless e but their movement can - medications in India? with all the stakeholders
These costs will increase when  of the cost, is essential,” he said, $10p at any time. Spinraza m We have a Rs 16 crore would go a long way. The
Keerthana's weight increases  adding thatnotonly the Centre but ® Itisthe leading inherited 4= Mildest, usually $ 12 gene therapy that pharma Kerala government held talks
and the dosage will go up,” said  thestate governments tooneeded cause of Infant mortality develops after 10 to 18 wlmlllly -l.ll companies sometimesgave  with the pharmaceutical
Nagashree, who lamented that tostepin, © India has one-sixth of the ::mn:';‘;;‘&"r:; per injection, totalling $750,000 free of cost or at alesser companies and was able to
they had not yet received any  “The governments can develop world's burden of SMA cases are wesker. fn the first year and in price, until last year. Then offer Risdiplam at a cheaper
government support so far. a standard operating procedure the following years, we hnu spmnm which s rate. In xul a family had
The Delhi High Court’s March  for every rare condition like the d by that df d Rs 48 crore lu1
2025 order allowing Hyderabad-  SMA, identifying what is the « Fabruary s March 2025: ° 9 -\ not interested in coming thtar baby, who unfortunately
based Natco Pharma to develop  inclusion and exclusion eriteria The wm:.(’u‘url stayeda :MNIIMUM Vm: Court decided to to India, and which is being died. The state government
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SCIENCE & ENVIRONMENT
Some glaciers will vanish

A study shows that glacial ice will melt for centuries evenif global
temperatures stop rising now, writes Rebecca Dzombak

here's news about glaciers, and

it's grim,

Regardiess of climate mitiga-

tion strategies, the world's gla-
clers are on track to shrink sig-
nificantly over hundreds of years,

" B w ol
They're locked into losing lce.

Even if global temperatures stayed where
they are today for the next 1,000 years, essen-
tially an impossibility, glaciers outside of ice
sheets would lose roughly one-third of their
mass, rescarchers estimated.

But there's still hope to avoid the most
severe losses, the assessment said. Limiting
warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius, or 2.7 degrees
Fahrenheit, above the preindustrial average
could saveabout twice as muchice ina millen-
nium as if the planet warmed by 2.7 degrees
Celsius, the trajectory the world is currentdy
on for 2100, according to the study.

“Every tenth of a degree less of warming
will help preserve glacial ice,” said Lilian
Schuster, a glacial modeller at the University
of Innsbruck in Austria who helped lead the
research, which was published in the journal
Science. “With ambitious climate measures,
we can savea lotofice.”

The massiveice sheets that cover Antarcti
caand Greenland get a Jot of inthe

climate change discussion; if they melted, sea
levels would rise more than 200 feet, flooding
coastal citles around the workd

But glaciers found in mountains and near
the margins of ice sheets play a small but
significant role in the climate change story,
00, They make up less than half of 1% of the
world'sice and, if they mek, they would con-
tribute about | foot to global sea level rise.

“Glaciers are really symbolic of climate
change." sald Harry Zekollari, a glaciologlst
at the Vrije Universiteit Brussel, a Belgian
research university, who contributed to the
new study.

Glacier retreat has captured much atten
tion in recent years, but the Imm 50 far ap

As glaciers melt, they can also increase
the risk of deadly floods and landslides. A
wacial collapse in Switzerland this week de-
stroyed most of an Alpine village. And if gla-
clers shrink enough, communities can lose
crucial sources of freshwater for drinking,
irrigation and hydropower.

Glaciers are melting much mon: rapidly
thanice sk
inpart because they are smnllrr

pear rbi of bigger pi
tocome,

Using eight different glacial models
and excluding fce sheets, the researchers
analysed how more than 200,000 of the
world’s glaciers would respond to BO dif-
ferent climate scenarios, over thousands of
years, in which the planet reached a certain
temperature and then stopped warming.
The models showed the researchers how
long it would take these glaciers to stabilise,

Kenya, one of the few glaciers in Africa, in March. ar

or stop changing in response to the initial
climate warming,

Evenifwarming stopsat 1,2 degrees Celsius
above preindustrial levels, theaverage wanm-
ingover mnuhfy the hSl dec‘lde glaciers are
ontrack with-
in a millennium, the study found. The medi
an ice loss was about 40%, which would add
about 10 centimetres to sea level rise.

Because the planet has already warmed at
least 1.2 degrees Celsius, that ice boss and its
resulting sea level rise are unavoidable.

Bigger and Natter glaciers with more ice
respond more slowly to climate change,
taking hundreds, if not thousands, of years
to stabilise after a temperature shift, the
study found. But most climate models stop
at 2100,

“We project the boss for the rest of the cen-
tury, but we don't really know what lmppmn

Your cat knows
yourscent

dum for independence or

aper
Theytend

evenaloofness.
hnndﬂrmldeunmmm:hmhbedm
whl:hnuymmynuﬂlgnwithﬂwvldudmekmm
Cats'i

in why

Sudine doas

next" saidR Hi anE:

tistat the University of Alaska lerhnnhwm
uses remote sensing to study glacier change
and was not involved in the study. “It's really
important to look at it this way.”

If warming instead stopped at LS degrees
Celsius, the median estimate suggests that
glacial ice loss would creep up to nearly half
the current global mass. And at 2.7 degrees
Celsius, the Climate Action Tracker estimate
for 2100 based on current climate pledges,
the median value for glaciers” ice loss would
beabout 75% of thelr mass.

“A large chunk of these glaciers are going
tobebost regardlessof what we do,” said Mauni
Pelto, a glaciologist at Nichols College in Dud-
lry. Massachusetts, who was not mwl\\d in

Nownvr Inuwdy
Wednesday in tllejnurml
PI.DSOM H

the Tokyo University of
cu)mm and his team

research ﬂndnp nn rellne

bdnvhur establishi

ko Uchiyama,
aprofessor of animal science at

your feline friend knows

w::lmmnl ke, hnddlxknmvnmywloohmm

Through referrals from friends and colleagues, the
researchers recruited 30 cats and their owners to partic-

the study. Sull, policies

climate dmn;;t and reducing emissions can
help avoid the most severe ice-loss scenarios
and save the larger glaciers, both he and the
study authors stressed,

“We have time to alter the climate,” Pelto
said. “We have time to preserve those gla-
clers.”

Scientists are also exploring “overshoot-
ing" warming thresholds, where the world
warms beyond a given temperature and then
coolsdown again, Another study by Schuster,
published in the journal Nature this month,
found that overshooting 3 degrees Celsius of
warming and then returning to 1.5 degrees
Celsius would cause about 11% more glacial
ice to be Jost by 2500, in addition to the una-
wvoidableice loss.

The results were about what was expect-
od, bnl ﬂllll ahmum l{u)umnc( said. la\mg
multiple mode
the world home in on the same outcomes,
even with somewhat wide ranges, made the
results more robust,

“There's probably more work to be done to
see which models perform the best,” Hugon-
net said. “But we know there will be asubstan-
tial loss pretty confidently.”

The New York Times

mmdunderthrirmpks Eightddmomlpeopkm
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recruited 1o be “odour
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anda
o

ﬁ;m-wmmﬁmuﬁlﬁmhmwme‘:

Umcmcxpkmnuhemalhtydnmmﬂhi before.
Uchi his colleagues fu;

yama and

her analysed video

recordings of the. cnnmlrﬁrulhnmmtm.Thcy
the cats predominantly using their right nostrils to smell
test tubes, where the tube was

the strangers’ test regardless of
placed within the array. These findings seemed to corrob:
orate previous studies of other ay , including dogs,

which also led with their right mhwl\cnexvhﬂn;

strange scents,

“The left nostril is used for familiar odours, and the right
nostrilis used l‘nrmmdahlmhuodoummwmu
that scenting may be related to how the brain functions,”
Udtlyumn said. "Tis likely that the nnn brain s preferred

Siracusa

nﬂmlnimcrpr«hummem sniffing

The New York

redates to brain function,
Times
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Building on a
strong base

The takeaway from the latest GDP numbers is that
India’s macroeconomic fundamentals remain
sound. Policymakers deserve credit for this

he Indian economy grew at 6.5% in the fiscal

year 2024-25 and 7.4% in the quarter ending

March 2025. Both these numbers are higher—

the latter much more than the former — than
the 6.3% and 6.8% projection by a Bloomberg poll of
economists. Is the state of the economy much better
than what the pundits thought it to be? A more
Informed answer requires looking beyond the headline
print. Gross Value Addition (GVA) growth in the
quarter ending March 2025 is 6.8% compared to the
Gross Domestic Print (GDP) print of 7.4%, This means
that fiscal consolidation, most Ilkely areduction in
subsidy p has g d significant tailwind:
for the GDP. To be sure, the GVA and GDP growth
difference is much lower (0.1 percentage point) in the
2024-25 annual number.

The larger takeaway is that the Indian economy is
pretty much on the same trajectory as was believed to
be the case before Friday's data was released. The
second advance estimates released on February 28
projected an annual GDP growth of 6.5%. If RBI's
Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) April 2025
forecasts — they were made after Donald Trump's
“1 Day" tariff andsawa
downgrade by 0.2 percentage points from the February
forecasts — are to be believed, the growth rate will
remain the same as 2024-25's 6.5% in the fiscal year
2025-26. These numbers should disabuse us of the
notion that things have changed drastically on the
economic front in the past couple of months, With this
caveat in place, what is the larger economic picture?

India is still the fastest growing major economy in
the world. If International Monetary Fund (IMF)'s
projections are to be believed, it will become the
fourth-largest economy in the world by the end of this
fiscal year. However, the fact is also that growth has
slowed from its initial post: pnndcmlc rebound. This is
to be expected as pent Also,
fiscal consolidation is in the works and govcmmem
capex tailwinds might have peaked, That all this is
happening along with an unprecedented turbulence in
the global economy, thanks to Trump's trade policy
shock, might add to downside risks to growth. To be
sure, this is not to say that there are no tailwinds going
forward. Private Final Consumption Expenditure
(PFCE) has grown at 7.2% in 2024-25 compared to 5.6%
in 2023-24. Given that we are now in the middie of a
monetary easing cycle, personal consumption could
gain further momentum, The upward revision in
income tax slabs in the budget — basically a boost to
net disposable incomes — should also help. However,
both Government Final Consumption Expenditure
and Gross Fixed Capital Formation have lost growth
momentum — 2.3% compared to 8.1%and 7.1%
compared to 8 8% — between 2023-24 and 2024-25.

The biggest X factor for the economy, however,
remains unchanged as far as the past few years are
concerned. Will private capex finally gain momentum
and emerge as the key driver of a sustained growth
revival? The jury is still out on this question and this is
one issue where the so-called animal spirits will matter
more than a policy intervention. Given the global
economic turbulence, recovery of private capex will
depend a lot more on the domestic market than export
prospects and it is better to maintain a sober outlook.

What cannot be overemphasised enough is the fact
that India’s macroeconomic fundamentals remain
intact and policy making deserves a lot of credit for
this. Things could have been significantly worse had
this not been the case.

HT
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OPINION

[ THIRD EYE }
Barkha Dutt

How the Left and

Congress

misread

Operation Sindoor

Criticism of the government
over its handling of the military
conflict is completely at odds
with the public sentiment
ot o long ago, Yogendr Yadav, oth-
erwise a flerce critic of the Narendra
Modi government, told me that
among the things those opposing

the BJP got wrong was how to
respond on lssues of national secu-

Laden was kept in hiding by the Pakistan| deep
State. But | also hammered home the protection
and impunity offered to terror groups Hke the
Lashler-e-Taiba and Jalsh-e-Mohammed In Pak-
Istan by Its army, Khar n«n the show early, una-
ble to answer anything - But Tripathi and
his followers nld I was gul ity of “temporary
patriotic nonsense” and that I should be very
embarrassed. Everything that plagues lhl‘
extreme Left's commentary on Operation Sin-
door was encapsulated in that every moment.
Or take the sernlotics debate around the name

ity The three “most prech we have
for politics.” he sakd, ”. wzn-wglmdmu-uwny
to BIP — nationalism, religion, Inchuding Hindu
religlon, and cultural heritage and tradition.”
responses to Operation Sindoor (and |
don’t mean Yadav personally) from large swathes
of the Left, liberal Left, progressives (call it what
youwill) show this basic lesson has still not been
learnt. And worse, there Is complete denlalism
about this deracination. ll anything, there s a
show of toanyone
who points this out. The Indian Leftis, unfortu-
nately, utterly out of touch with wider public sen-
tment. It remains squesmish about expressing
ungualified appreciation for the armed forces. It
lldlqnmum;n(wnr mnmmnlgudww And it

glvm to the military il Pakistan,
Orth y on Alshwarys Ralsporting — The level of di still trapped in textbook Ideas and how most of the
sindoor at her first appearance at Cannes.  country thinks and feels s nstonishing,

Mohammed Zubadr, fact-checker, thought there
wasa MF conspiracy that | shared this image of
Rad, edliting It emce to wonder whether her image
‘was a reference to Op Sindoor or merely a sarto-
rlal statement. He took a screenshot of my post
as i he had uncovered a scandal.

Tomarmow, will the Left erieiclse Himanshd Nar-
wil — whase image of sitting by the body aof her
husband, Lt Vinay Narwal, became the defining
Image of the Pahalgam terror astack — for wear-
Ing the traditional red banges or chira that signl
fied her days-obd marriage? Whatever be one's
pvnnnnl gender politics, it is udicrous to ignore
W or to Hteralise its underlying

that the y
In hmr than the government, This remalns a key
reasan that the Right wing s able to make elect-
ornl mincemeat of them,

Inlnllmunllnlnp what comes to most Indlans

ple we for
anthem and military, confines this section of the
Leftonly to echo chambers. | was astonished to
see the level of disconnect between those still
trapped in textbook ddeas and how most of the
country thinks and feels,

1 experlenced this first-hand when author
Salil Tripathi mocked me on X for evidently
“rolling my eyes” at the statements of former
Paksstan forelgn minister Hina Rabbani Khar on
o Plers Morgan show where | was her co-panel-
Ist. Yes, 1 probably did roll my eyes at one brief
point when Khar obfuscated on Osama bin

emnnnn when s s0 much lurger.
Shashi Tharoor gets this, The Congress party,
I it current avatar, really does not. Sure, you can
say that by choosing Tharoor to kead a key biparti-
san dedegation on Operation Sindooe, and by dis-

‘UALISING \\ HAT

NTU I

EMOT I()I\,\I.SUR(-I I()R
FLAG, ANTHEM ANI
MILITARY, CONFINES THIS
SECTION OF THE LEFT ONLY
TO ECHO CHAMBERS

iself, the BIP played o maufpnm But nxxh-
Ing stopped the Congress from pre-empting this
by Including Tharoor, among the most effective
voloes of Indsan uNulq -lnluuldt others in the

India has lost, s entirely uncalled for and takes
away the legitimacy of any other good palnt you
may wint to make.

Thankfully, the Cony this attack a

duddin Owalst
and Manish Tewarl, in m«rm announcement
By Jeaving him out of thelr chosen delegates, so
that be looked lke the cholee of Prime Minister
Modi and not Rahul Gandhl, the Congress dis-
played both pettiness and Insecurity. By attacking
him In public now, the party displays a complete
fallure to read the national sentiment,

Of course, the Opposition can, and must, ask
questions of the ruling government, There are
Jegltimate concerns over where the terrorists of
Puhalgam are, what kapses kd to the terror attack,
ar why US President Donald Trump Insists on
clalming credit for a halt in hostilities that were
unequivocally triggered by India's milieary vic-
ey, And, yes, there are legitimate concerns about
India-Pukistan re-hyphenation In the West,
thanks to Trump's blzarve rhetoric,

But surely, any serfous line of questionl
not suggest that external affairs mindster hll—
hankar gave away war plans 1o Pakistan? Anyone

gress dropped
mlpleddwn after Rahual Gandhi Iad It. Bust polit-
g wm u

Yes, 08 he(.m
does not nnd un in un casy pmll
damned if it does and invisible if it doesn't, The
BIP will cladm palitical potnts far Sindoor, and the
Congress wants to contest that. Falr enough, But
It can't counter the BIP by disowning its most bril-
Bant asset on the Issue — Tharoor — and other
colleagues such as Teward, And It can't counter
that by using the talking polnts of the adversary
on whether any fighter jet was shot down. Not
when Mr Mluhll AK Bhart! already answered
that “In a combat there will be losses,
but nue home”,

'I1nwu| e shown that It is passible to forgea
politics that is pluralistic and patriotic, Many Inds-
ans may lean centre-Left on econamics, many of
us may Identify as Wberals on matsers of inclusive-
ness and soclal equity, but on national security,
st of us are centre-| Pknow Lam. The:
~ and the Congress — Is unable to grasp that

E

who Knows Juis-

but obvious truth,

hankar’ about Inds
veying a non-escalatory approach to Operation
Sindoor. To distort that Into a wild accusation of
treason and then joud how marny

Barkha Dutt ts an award-winming
Journalist and author,
The views expressaf are personal

Rising defence prowess
key to Viksit Bharat goal

Inddia's defence sector as the new !ulmnn

he recent military entanglement between
I India and Pakistan, apart from showing
of soverelgn

warfare capablilities. Furthermore, if India sus-

scores a paradigm shift in India's defence sector
outlook, one defined by lzchnulnglml Infusion,

L xch as Arme-

yet
iy, the UAE. and [ndoneséa, thereby nsubating s

defence

strateglc and
effects.
Amidst this, China's martial4ndustrial edifice,
long ted for Its scale appenrs
he welght of its own

contradictions, Like a glant with fioet of clay, Bes-
Jing's defence has d its

tectonke rearfentation umn mmm:aul
of & new,

(self-rellant) Bharat. India’s defence exports have

risen 33 times In the past 10 years, from $113 mil-

supp
ments and rendering Ies strategic autonomy both
more credible and operationally viable, Mean-

while, policy instruments such as the Production
Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme and sectoral For-

eign Direct lnvestment (FDI) liberalisation to up
10 74% via the automatic route have converged to

tadns s current growth Its defence feats with dramatic flair, yet establish a factlitative Investment architecture
zxpom are pomd (n cross $5 billlon by 2030, beneath the surface lie cracks of that is I vislon yet

this industrial bulld-out with  secrecy, and righd strategy. It s no wonder that fol- - beral In execution, An gobial defence budgets
the Centre’s allocation of 2112 lakh crore towards  lowlng dw m-mm of India-Pakistan conflict 'o( mulnuc thelr secular ascent in res; 10 esca-
domestic defence production, with thime betng, Chy dufi lating frictions, India finds lself not
more than 227,000 crore earmarked for nw coming under serfous mumlum }mi o passive observer but o partikipasory actor in
the private sector, signals a (mmmm with serious doubts now being ralsed security

lion in FYI6 to $2.8 billion in FY25,

from buyer:

about the capabllity of thelr defence

buta profit generating, empl it inten-
sive, and diplomatically potent sector capable of
reshaping trade alignments and security cartogre
phies.
India’s defence sector bs transcending Its his-
torical shackles and assuming a pivotal robe In
stability,

4 elobal |

cal

India s an player in the | o dig systems. China's share of global arms
defence chain and a8 a credible contender  This shift can ehevate India's rmllnn In exports, it 5.9% between 2020-24 (this
for a place In the stratified hierarchy of global  the global defence value chaln, particu- Soumya I8 s pef SIPRI). Is down from earlier
arms export. Indla’s share In global defence  larly for aerospace platforms, K Gh h periods, T adeeper makalse:
exports, as per the World Bank's SIPRI trend Ind- unmanned systems, and advanced dlec-— Kanti Ghosh 4, exioet profile shackled by political
cator, has risen from 4% in FYM to 0% by I(IZL wonics. Indla’s FY26 defence budget S==——== dependency, Over 3% of these exports
This quantum a robust 9.53% y ﬂnmnmmwnddﬁmnmlﬂl‘ﬂ
bration of India's. mnfmmdunml complexinto  Increase and accounts for 1345% of the Istan as the fi Ing's
a globally competitive entity, with supply chains  total Union budget for the fiscal year. ambitions of becoming o pohll defence
extending across B0 pnmr mucm This mu» This mnyh a strategic realignment hegemon contingent on a single, often
stitution of Indsy has military mod- unstable, axis. While China remains
been un&rwnhd by a dual-front appvm The  emisation and national security pre- ensnared in the logic of gigantism pro-
v Falguni Jecting strength through the mass and
corridors uum as the Uttar Pradesh and Tamil The capital outlay of 2180 lakh crore momentum of platforms — lndl- s

Nadu nodes, mmmpnnlnu 11 high-potential
nodkes, has already 10 realised

reflects a deliberate prvot towards ndig-
bobstered

wnnamm facilieating a papeline
d(aumammdkmm 2025 And.a del-

by a 4% surge in the capital budget of

veloclty
Ing pluﬁm«guhhd munitions, llqlmmlc mnlc
missile systems such as BrahMos, and autono-
mous counter-drone frameworks such as the
recently test| ﬂml maxl\tsln system signal

Sinha

emerging model privileges resilience

a volatile, uncertaln, and Increasingly m:url

thsed world order. As the government operation-

alises its vision of Viksit Bharati@2047, the

defence apparatus Is not only being fortified

agalnst contemporary mumv threats hul nl-:
as an engine of

growth, seambessly Integrating geostrategic
with |

over o
phy. and co-development over coercive

P hls
perhaps could be the most fitting tribute to
Indian defence forces,

the Indlun Coast Guard and a significant 27J46  export pipelines.

Border Roads Organisation India's also fests in the
(BRO). Nnmbiy. defence R&D Al of ity | p
Increase, with enhanced support for innovation ' Whike historical on Russian plat-

through schemes hlu- mu and Acing Develop-
ment of with IDEX

forms remains substantial, India Is Increasingly
and | "

Incdia's foray inta

(ADETT) This fiscal trajectory under-

ton th advanced

Soumyn Kantt Ghosh ix member, 16¢h Finance

Commission, and group chief econamic advisor,
State Bank of India, and Fajgund Sinha ts
economist, State Bank of India

The views expressed are personal.

saying, Hindl metn baath kijiye. Or

Tamizh pesu. | have chosen these
three languages for a reason. This week,
actor Kamal Hassan offered up a third
Instance of folks being caught in a Kannada
language controversy. The players may be
different, but the script Is the same, Singer
Sonu Nigam refused to sing a Kannada song
In his Bengaluru concert and kater lssued an
apology. An SBI bank manager in Benga-
luru was caught on camera speaking in
Hindi to a Kannada-speaking customer and
then proclaiming that she would never
Jearn Kannada, And now, Kamal Haasan
who sald that Kannada was born from
Tamil All three, n thelr own way, have cast

et me Just come out and say It Kan-
I nada-dalli maathadt. Which s ke

Why Kannada deserves
more than apologies

asperssons on the Kannada language which,
by the way, boasts the largest number of
Inanpith awardees, save Hindl,
Do Kannadigas have a chip on
thelr shoulder about thelr native lan-
ﬁunm' ‘They never used to, | know
orth Indlans who moved from
Delhl to Benguhuru 30 years ago and
still don't speak o word of Kannada.
These days though, language ten-

aver the city, you see slgns In Kannada.

I moved to Bengaluru nearly 20 years
ago. | learned and now speak Kannada, It
has opened the city to me in a way that
would not be possible without speaking the
Jocal tongue. What befuddies me s that this
has become a controversial lssue rather
than the norm.

1fa Kannadigs moves 1o Kanpur and
In Kannada rather than Hindi, do you think
the local folks there would put up with it?
Cateh a Chennal auto driver giving
the time of day to anyone who
doesn't speak Tamil, and | can sa;
this because | grew up ln Chennal
But Kannadigas are expected to
speak In Hindi, Tamil, Telugu or
whatever language Is thrown at

Ithas taken o while for the soul of the Kannad-
lf‘ long suppressed, to find utterance. To use
he language of school bulles, the people of
Karnataka have put up and shut up for a long
tme, Immigrants from all over Indla have
populated thelr state and clty without assimi-
lating Into thelr kanguage o culture. bsa't lan-
fmgelhn rend route to culture? [ know North
ndians who have lived In Bengaluru for 30
years and say that they cannot speak a word of
Kannada. Would this be possibée in any other
state or city? | doubt it. Then why should a
Kannadiga put up with this?

I think it Is about time the state and this city
get thetr hackles up to safeguard their lan-
guage. As someone who has bearned It as an
adult, | can tell you that it Is not a difficult lan-
w lmmwlntlmme stary, make thelr liv-

{ EDITOR'S PICK |

HT's editors offer a book y Saturday, which des history,
context, and helps understand recent mmm s

CHAMPIONING DECOLONISATION

enyan writer Ngogl wa Thiong'o, who

explored colonlalism in his novels, and

essays, died this week, aged 87, mlhmlly‘l

mﬂlt aﬂtr his father was forced off hn

land, o the Maw
of his best-known novel, Not. Child (1964

Mdny-rln!rl(mylw“p n&pmd!( Mllh

This week, we recommend the Kenyan wrllu 0

oGl

Politics of
can len.n du& mk that q)nir hrlmmr

stons have taken over the state. We Shoba them, And they do., That's the thing. fromthis 2
haveauto drivers who demand that ~ Narayan Hnnplorum are by and large mm Toe them to kearn the Jocal lan- mhdhwmldaw culture. and history. Wﬂh
thelr rides speak to them In Kane  ————— cospting, exible, and multilingual.  guage s not Jingolsm. It is the norm in most
nada. In the past year, vandals broke nn- Is why people from all over the  Indian states and citles, Why should Karna- ot theortstaf | language d
and removed signs in Central Benga- world feel comfortable here. They  taka and Bengahuru be any different? The book alfers a fresh persp he role of kai
Tuaru that did not have the text in Kannada The  have all been d. Until now. guage In
ment had to lssue a directive ordert What happened? Shoba Narayan s Bengalurs-dused atthor. Africa, which

sagnages that Included Kannada, and now,

To paraphrase o famous historical speech,

The views expressed are personal,

Wwa Thonglo

min In post-colonial socketies, including India.

RN L o, 50011957 @ Postal Reg. No. DUNDI-TLSONZ0N- 1920 1wt ed 50 post wiheet groyrowet’ UCENCE N U1E) TII006- 06, Are SUmCHARGE: Mok 408 beyand by Al or Foad - B &' Abmwctabiont Bangaon, Cokmbitionn, Chanval Gochin, o Mpderabad nfuraa Ml Tevandiam Wakhtran Wisawata and beyand by Aal or foad - I 10

PRATED & PUBLSHED BY MANSAR KAPOOR fiv 3

o0 behhat of HT Meodla Lt 1830, Kaytai b Ganchyi Mo
o 111 MU

1 169) BSR4 Lt 1

Mew Dol 19001 ané printid a1 MY Meda 164 Mot 21 9k Mo & i 1 Nakda, DRI Gautam Budb Nagar (UP) Mo 26004
LTS omeumamon i i unoi-vn-mllmmmo l‘anT i -

EBTOR! JOSE MARTIN TIARANAN « Hesgonulile far alction of aews under PP Act, @ All rights resarved. Reprediction in whake af i1 part withost wiitsen parmissien of Puslishor i prosiited



6+ bl - think

thehindubusinessline.

SATURDAY . MAY 11, 2008

Tariff turbulence

India should proceed apace with its negotiations

he tariff plans of the Trump administration

have entered a phase of dramatic,

roller-coaster-like uncertainty. On
Thursday, the US Federal Court of Appeals stayed a
previous day’s ruling by the US Court of
International Trade that essentially ruled against
the powers of President Trump to slap tariffs on the
world at large. The latter said that the President had
misused his powers under the International
Emergency Economic Powers Act, 1977, by invoking
a ‘national emergency’ clause to slap tariffs,

While the status quo on country-specific
reciprocal tariffs has been restored for now,
there seems to be no end to the suspense
and ordeal for businesses and governments
everywhere. The US Supreme Court is
expected to weigh in on the subject, while

more immediate hearings in the appeals
court are to take place early June, This state

of flux throws up some questions for India,
which has been in talks to arrive at a trade
deal. There has been a sense of quiet
urgency in the air toarrive at a deal that
holds off 26 per cent tariffs that are
expected to come Into effect from July 9. It
I8 feared that such tariffs would hurt India's
$8S billion exports to the US, even as India
has said that it will not compromise its
interests in doing a deal. Now, with the US
courts entering the picture, a bruising
battle between the courts and ¢

he executive
is possibly on the anvil. President Trump
may or may not succeed in the courts, but
he has the numbers in Congress to push
through legislation, if he chooses to do so.
Besides, as leading lights in his government
have already said, the government can
invoke other laws to bring these tarifls into
effect

To keep his stock up, Trump may pursue

trade deals more aggressively. That he is
desperate to show “wins” for his policy is
evident from his defence in the Court of
International Trade that the promise of
greater trade by him is what ended the
confrontation between India and Pakistan
One approach for India could be to try to

leverage Trump's need for a deal to
vindicate his policies, and push ahead to set
the terms, precisely when he has been
forced on to the backfoot

India’s negotiators should cut out the

noise emanating from the legal process in
the US and proceed with their negotiations
keeping the July 9 deadline in mind. Given
that tariffs are the most important
component of Trump's MAGA agenda, it is
sife to assume that he would use all means
to get past the legal hurdles to his tariff
policy. A pragmatic approach aimed at a

eal that grants enough to the US for

quick d
Trump to claim victory, even while
protecting India’s core interests in

, pharma, digital rules and
e-commerce, should be adopted. Tariff cuts
on premium products such as almonds and
Harley Davidson bikes, besides agreeing to

some defence and energy imports can help
India’s cause. The prevailing uncertainty on
tariffs is not good for India and has to be
ended, irrespective of which way the court
battle pans out in the US.
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AVINASH KUMAR AGARWAL
RAJLAXMI CHOUMAN

n the heart of every engineering

classroom In India, a quiet yet

significant challenge unfolds

each day — a challenge rooted

not in technical complexity or
curriculum overload but in the language
of delivery of instruction and its
absorption

Ina country as linguistically diverse as
ours — with over 1,369 recorded mother
tongues and 122 major languages, the
question of how language influences
learning outcomes in technical
education is becoming more relevant
than ever

Does the dominance of English in
engineering education create barriers
for our students? Can we become Viksit
Bharat solely based on technical
education in English? Are we not
promoting apartheld because we are
obsessed with English? Are we being
inclusive enough by ignoring 94 per cent
of the lndian population that is not
literate in English?

We must confront these questions as
educators, academicians, responsible
cltizens, and as a nation strivi
become “Vishwa Guru”™ and a g
leader in technology and innovation.

LINGERING LANGUAGE DIVIDE
English has been Independent India's
language of higher technical
education/Searning for decades. It is
seen as a passport 10 global
opportunities. Yet, for many students
especially those from rural and
mi-urban backgrounds, this langu
is a serious obstacle rather than a toc
blocking their career growth because of

their lack of proficiency in Enghish.

We have seen this struggle fiest hand
Brilliant students with exceptional
analytical minds falter because the
language of instruction alienates them
‘They are not less capable, but their
potential is hidden behind a wall of
unfamiliar words and technical jargon
delivered in a language they are still
trying to master, mostly unsuccessfully

The National Education Policy (NEP)
2020 recognises the urgency of
addressing this issue through its
transformative vision. This is a bold and
necessary step, as several studies show
that students learn much better when
taught in their Matra Bhasha,
particularly when it comes to grasping
complex concepts. The NEP's vision is
o preserve linguistic diversity and give
every student an equal opportunity to
thrive and excel

But here lies the paradox: while we
must empower students to learn in their
native languages, we cannot ignore the
realicy that English Is the global
language of science, technology, and
business.

THE PATH FORWARD

Thankfully, we live in an era where
technology can be our greatest ally in
solving this dogma. Al-powered tools
can translate lecture content in real
time, making technical concepts more
accessible to students (n their preferred
language. Multilingual learning

English is scen as a
passport to global
opportunitics, Yet, for
many students, especially
those from rural and
semi-urban backgrounds
this language is a serious
obstacle rather than a tool

rlmnumu and collaborative projects can
leverage the diversity in our classrooms
as a resource rather than a hurdie

At 11Ty and other institutions, we
continue to explore Initiatives to create
bilingual learning resources and
encourage peer learning groups that
support multilingual comprehension
The goal bs to create an ecosystem where
language bs not a constraing but a
catalyst for deeper learning,

While some might argue that insisting
on multilingual education in
engineering could dilute our global
competitiveness, we view this challenge
differently

On the contrary, embracing our
linguistic diversity can produce
engineering graduates who are
technically more competent, culturally
more adaptive and globally more aware,
who can think across literal and
metaphorical boundaries.

1IT Jodhpur's bold initiative to allow
first-year B.Tech. students have the
option to select their first-year courses
in either Hindi or English, which has
produced excellent and unprecedented
results in its pilot deployment in AY
24-25 Semester |

Situated in the Hindi belt of India,
with over 80 per cent of students coming
from Hindi -speaking backgrounds, the
option of additional choice of medium of
Instruction as Hindl was strategic and
student-centred at 11T Jodhpur

This initiative aimed to allow a
smoother transition of students from
the Hindi medium into the competitive
instructional environment of an IIT. The
response from students was
overwhelmingly positive. They
embraced this initiative with open arms,
expressing deep gratitude and often
sharing how this tu'v'ml( has lifted 2
long- standing weight off their
shoulders, giving them renewed
confidence, learning experience and
belonging.
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As BTech. first-year student Kanak
Khandelwal puts it, “We can ask
questions more easily in Hindi because
we think in Hindi too”, The results from
the first semester have shown that
students from the vernacular medium
now have a great shot at getting top
grades, which were inaccessible to them
carlier.

India’s engineers are already at the
forefront of solving global challenges
Imagine the potential we could unlock if
we gave every aspiring engineer all the
tools to learn in the language they
understand best

Imagine the innovations that would
emerge from classrooms where diverse
perspectives, rooted in diverse
languages, converge to create something
extraordinary

LANGUAGE A BRIDGE

India stands at a pivotal moment. Our
education system is transforming, and
our choloes shape our nation’s future
today. Multilingualism Is not a challenge
10 be overcome; it Is a resource to be
nurtured. It reflects who we are: a
country that thrives in diversity and
finds strength in its differences.

Let us embrace this diversity in our
classrooms in institutions of higher
learning for the sake of inclusivity of 94
per cent of the population, which is left
out of this journey of “Vikas" because of
their handicap in English as a language.

As Institutes of Natlonal Importance,
11Ty are responsible and able to lead
transformative changes, [n the end,

ngineering is not just about formulas
and algorithms. It is about building
solutions, shaping lives, and creating a
world where every volce In every
language can be heard and contribute to
nation bullding,

Agarwal s Divecor, 1T Jodhpur, Chouhan & a0
Assocate Profemor and Head of the Canter for
Education & Technology for Education at ¥T Jodhper

Climate change reshaping India’s monsoon clouds

It is time India invested in climate-resistant agriculture and better forecasting methods to ensure food security

—
Amit Kumar Mishra

As India welcomes another monsoon
season, climate experts are turning their
attention skyward — and with good
reason. The clouds that bring
life-sustaining rain to our fields are
changing in ways that could have
long-term implications for agriculture,
wenther forecasting, and climate
resilience

A recent study led by Saloni Sharma,
along with researchers Piyush Kumar
Ojha, Vaibhav Bangar, Chandan Sarangi,
Ilan Koren, Krishan Kumar, and myself,
from the School of Environmental
Sciences, Jawaharial Nehru University,
In collaboration with 11T Madras and
Wetzmann Institute of Sclences, Israel,
offers compelling obwervational
evidence u} how global warming is
reshaping India’s monsoonal cloud
patterns.

The research, published in Sciemce of
the Total Exvironment (Elsevier, July
2024), focuses on how the vertical
structure and type of clouds over the
Indian subcontinent have evolved
during the first two decades of 21st
century.

For a country like India, where nearly
half the population depends on

agriculture, even subtle changes in
monsoon behaviour can have enormous

consequences. Shifts in cloud beight and

types affect how, when and where rain
falls — affecting everything from crop
yields to groundwater recharge

Using 20 years of radiosonde data
from 16 locations across India, the
researchers found that the number of
cloudy days during the monsoos season
has increased by around 13 per cent per
decade. However, this doesn't mean
more low level, rain-heavy clouds. In
fact, low-level clouds have decreased by
8 per cent, while high-level clouds
which often trap heat — have increased
by about 11 per cent per decade.

This shift in cloud types is significant
Low-level clouds are typically thicker

and more effective at reflecting sunbight,

helping to cool the Earth's surface
High-level clouds, by contrast, tend to
trap heat. The study found that not only
are these higher clouds becoming more
common, but they are also forming at
greater altitudes as the stmosphere
wirms and expands

Also, lower clouds, which are
declining, are typically associated with
more consistent rainfall. High clouds,
which are increasing, may not
precipitate at all or could be associated
with extreme weather events.

AGRICULTURE.

limate ready

GLOBAL WARMING

These changes in cloud structure are
largely driven by global warming, which
In altering the thermodynamic st
the troposphere. The study observed the
greatest temperature Increases in the
upper layers of the atmosphere, with the
equivalent potential temperature — a
key indicator of nmml:hcm stability
rising more sharply in higher altitudes.
This indicates more molsture and heat
being transported upward, leading to the
formation of high clouds.

The researchers also recorded a rise in
tropopause height (the upper boundary
¢) by 480 meters per
ing the idea that the
atmospheric column is stretching

vertically due to global warming
To further understand the drivers of

these changes, the researchers examined

large-scale climate indicators such as the
Global Warming Index (GWI), North
Atlantic Oscillation (NAO), and ENSO
(EI Nifto-Southern Oscillation). They
found strong statistical correlations
between GWI (rising temperatures) and
the Increase in high-level cloud
frequency over India

Their analysis revealed that cloud
formation patterns are not merely &
local phenomenon, but are influenced by
broader, global climate systems. This
reinforces the need for India to invest in
climate-resilient agriculture and better
forecasting models.

This research offers the clearest
observational evidence yet that India's
monsoon clouds are being reshaped by
climate change. It calls for urgent
attention to how these changes will
affect our food security, water
availability, and disaster preparedness in
the coming years,

As the 2028 monsoon sets in, it ks a
timely reminder that climate change
iun't a far-off threat— it's already in the
alr around us

The wrtar & wt the School of Envirarmental

Soences, samaharts Netvy Unwersty, New Dby

® LETTERS TO EDITOR send your letters by emai 1o bleditorsithehindu.com or by past to ‘Letters to the Edace’, The Hindu Susiness Line, Kastur| Buildings, 559 860, Anna Sals, Chennas 600002

Indigenous defence tech

pos Make in Inda needed for

presery

ks

fay M), During
s on Pakistan, Inders
a masson proved vital

[——

tech wihout foreign del

rop
misson #e fort thed spp
heepng econamic dungtions "
minimal durng geopoltical tersor '
As global shances shit

self reliance in

ferc e agumst sanct o

Make 10 1 i

rational securit

"R Arnead

srrency protog

ert durnglast S pears While there

e several reasons for this hike,

rculation of

ation

iredia I urvque. The B must take

travegy 1 acton

rveregrty and burkds lock at the issue urgerely Also a

tes musst be hued

echores the s

Japan on the GOP
for cheerteaders Pertne

reed for more inclusive, equ

niggardly per cagsta m

and qualaative growth than the

e harely -

wth of SIPs. SIPy are benehcial

je deadlne for the retern of  enabling survival. The rankings on . s since they prowde sabie
human development indces are als predctabie, measiratie efiows and
abrpsral and need corrective acton erce enabie samer e
Titrwe s Furming out for India to use berwht distributors snce
the tempo of deveiopment delier sy provede stabile ard long tee
the fruits therecf more equitably mvrasion flaws with cne
ensurng qualty basic educationand  effort But they do nat really berefit

i heakh e water, hygienc MF pvestors. Through
s Inda cvertakng ivng condtions are avadable to and at market hig
Ut 18 sure, stult table for €3 masses spread s t00, thus cancefling out
s the wilages wherer resdes eretn NAVS
firds wtesd £ rvestars woudd make
e rvestments orfy on days
e achieved - he markets are weak and
on days of market
SIP myth e+ retums would be better
Ownership of M £ frms b ¥ Vigaykumar
wcord high of 10 (May 10) reports  #ere

Pubhened by Mre1ala LaksleTian 300 Praied by Praveen Scrmeshmar o 6T Vedin L1 Phot e AL Uityeg Ve Gewtir hakcda Dt Conatarm Motk Naga, 7,201 108, o Behat of TWG PUBLISHING PVT LTD. Charma) 400062 £ itee Baghuny Semnaman (F (1166 reaparaibhe for uesection of (ows st the PRP Act

M
M

T T

D NOE

+-



INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION.

~ Ramnath Goenka

GROWTH-INFLATION MIX
SHOULD SPUR SPENDING,
PRIVATE INVESTMENTS

NDIA'S GDP growth Is blowing hot and cold. If the Janu-

ary-March quarter saw an impressive 7.4 percent growth,

beating consensus estimates, the figure for the full 2024-25

fiscal year printed at 6.5 percent—the lowest in four years,

Even though the economic momentum seems to have
picked up in Q4, the projections for the current fiscal are set
at6.26.5 percent, implying that instead of a recovery, growth
may slow down sharply. The provisional estimates released
Friday also show that the Indian economy's size stood at $3.9
trillion in 2024-25, as against $3.6 trillion In 2023-24. So it
needs a run-rate of at least 6-7 percent to emerge as the
world’s fourth largest economy, overtaking Japan at $4.19
trilllon, anytime soon. Besides a higher headline rate, we
also urgently need a broad-based growth, not the current
mix of subsectoral surges.

While manufacturing and construction—two key employ-
ment generators—picked up pace in Q4, they ended the full
year on a disappointing note. Private consumption, a key
demand driver, stood at its highest in at least two decades,
oulpnclng Gbp gmwlh last ynnr Bul analysts suspect that

as the while urban spend-
lng sputtered. Chlnf Economic Adviser V Anantha Nag-
eswaran noted that the transmission of interest rate cuts
and personal income tax mau will likely boost urban con-

this fiscal. rural which
saw an 1mprovemem due to rising agricultural wages, is
d to retain the thanks to the above-nor-

mal monsoon predicted. While private investments rose in
Q4, government expenditure fell with a glant thud. Worse,
it's expected to grow at a slower rate this fiscal, which means
‘we need more private investments now.

Investment demand will likely remain sluggish due to the
helghtened global uncertainty But a rising domestic demand
could, in part, enthuse companies to expand production.
Note that Friday's data includes pmvmunnl emmnm and
the final numbers will B
While 2025-26 began on a sour note owlng to glohnl trade
headwinds, the outlook for domestic growth seems relatively
resilient. As Nageswaran noted, at a time when several coun-
tries are facing stagflation risks, India is witnessing a be-
nign growth-inflation environment. That should spur con-
sumption and Investments, paving the way for a steady
growth of 7 percent. At least, that's the hope at this point.

KEEP STATE DEVELOPMENT
ABOVE PARTY POLITICS

HE pugnacious leader that he Is, Telangana Chief Min-
ister A Revanth Reddy manages to make it to the head-
lines often. He Is also a shrewd politician who knows it
takes two to tango when it comes to developing the
state. As a Congressman, his instinets are In sync with

that of his party on several issues. Operation Sindoor just

happens to be one of those where sensitivity may serve better
than sinew. His barbs against the Centre fly like missiles, and
his repeated comparison between Indira Gandhi and Prime

Minister Narendra Modi resonate with Congress supporters.

The other day, he sought to know from the PM how many

Rafale fighter alreraft were lost in Operation Sindoor: Polith-

cally speaking, he may have thought of bolstering party

leader Rahul Gandhi's attacks on the Centre. What Is unques-
tionable is that he went a step farther than even his leader.
Defence matters can be tricky material to use for polemics,
especially right after a war. Questions do need to be asked,
but in a non-partisan way. Reddy may feel himself politically

Justified in attending Jal Hind rallies, a counter to the BJP's

Tiranga rallies. It should be seen within the context of what

should be an integrationist moment, though it is unfortu-

nate that both the natlonal parties appear to be politicising

Operation Sindoor: It is time to support the armed forces in

one volce at a time when the shadow of conflict has not en-

tirely lifted. Reddy may have no compunction in calling a

spade a spade, but he Is also keenly aware of the imperatives

of running a state. Within a fortnight, he had a meeting with
the Prime Minister, where he submitted a wishlist, and dur-

Ing that same period he was going for the BJP's jugular. Pre-

sumably, he knows how to find his way around a paradox.

Telangana has set itself a roadmap that's ambitious in
relation to its finances, to put it mildly Metro expansion,
reglonal ring road, semiconductor projects—the Centre's
role is key in all these. His predecessor K Chandrasekhar

Rao's visits to New Delhi to advocate for the state were few

and far between. Reddy has been proactive, and rightly so.

Politics must never undermine Centre-state relations. That

applies as much to the Centre as to the state.

THE LADY'S LAMP SHINES ON

RESIDENT Droupadi Murmu on Friday honoured 15 nurs-
P e from across India with the National Florence Nightin-

gale award for their outstanding work. The health minis-
try had instituted the award in 1973 in the name of the British
reformer who, while healing soldiers during the Crimean War
of the 18508, became known as the founder of modern nurs.
Ing. But it's the work she did afterwards that Indians should
thank her for: Though she never set foot in the subcontinent,
Florence analysed health data to propose a thorough revamp
of sanitation in Indian cities and villages. She relentl
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AST year, when R Balsubrama-
nium’s book, Power Within:
The Leadership Legacy of
Narendra Modi, was launched,

one of the reviews pointed out

that “while Western thought

on leadership is trait-oriented,
[emphasising] the importance of 'being
aleader’, Indian leadership offers a con-
trast—it focuses on the ‘exercise of lead-
ership'." The book looks at this practice
as it captures Bharat’s civilisational
wisdom through lived experience.

One such example of the ‘power
within' in India comes from the life and
mission of Ahilyabai Holkar, the 18th
century queen of Malwa, a lf“nwly
state in today's Madhya Pra
May 31, the nation celebrates her 300th
birth anniversary.

One of the new concepts aggressive-
1y propounded by Modi—but rarely dis-
cussed elaborately by opinion mak-
ers—is women-led development. The
concept reflects an innovative, 20th-
century approach as it mirrors the
need for Indian society to graduate
from empowerment of women to recog-
nising their leadership.

Women-led development is not just
about egalitarianism; it also carries an-
other strong message. Men must realise
that more Indian women than ever are in
the driver's seat, and that they have to
ensure equality. Ahilyabai Holkar stands
as a powerful symbol of both women-led
development and governance,

India has a long list of queens who
demonstrated valour and leadership in
governance, Such exemplary women can
be found across the country—from north
to south, and east to west. However, it is
rare to find a female leader who not onl;
had a firm resolve to uphold Indian vn{
ues, but also combined courage and
strength with strategic thinking, and
pursued a lifelong mission of public
service. Ahilyabai Holkar was one of
those rare personalities in whom we wit-
ness the unique confluence of calibre,
courage and compassion.

Cont«npnrnr{ politics in India is un-
der the thick shadow of dynasticism.
Most dynasty-driven political parties are
known for special privileges enjoyed by
the next-gen dynasts. As against this, his-
tory tells us as to how Ahilyabai severely
reprimanded her son Malerao for illegal-
Iy killing a calf. For her, the rule of ﬁ‘v
was supreme, and she chastised her son

Ahilyabai Holkar dedicated her life to public service. Her 300th
birth anniversary is an apt moment to learn from her leadership
that compassion should be extended to the marginalised too

A LESSON IN GOOD
GOVERNANCE FROM
18TH-CENTURY INDIA

s

VINAY SAHASRABUDDHE

work in temple construction as well as
their restoration after being destroyed by
aggressors. Temples built by her adorn
key pilgrimage sites in several Indian
states. But her temple construction was
not merely a public project—it symbol-
ised the externality of the Indian spirit
of endurance, coupled with self-confi-
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Though she formally ruled for only two
years, Ahilyabai also constructed reser-
voirs, ponds and water bodies. She creat.
ed a separate department of water con-
servation in her government. She was
also one of the few rulers who paid ade-
quate systemic attention to making farm-

dence and resilience.

Through the temples she built, Ahilya-
bai articulated an unwavering resolve to
preserve cultural identity. For her, recon-
struction of destroyed temples was not
Just installations of deities, but in a deep-
er sense, the consecration of national

for a serious
the present-day hnkn of dynasty-driven
parties can learn from.

The very mention of Ahilyabai evokes
memories of her historic, nationwide

too. She is also credited
for building ghats, keeping both the aes-
thetic as well as utilitarian value in
mind-—as can be seen along several river
banks across the country.

ing an viable p
Her not only
farming in multiple ways, but also tried
to promote farm-based ent

She distributed government land to
poor farmers, though with conditions—
they had to plant nine fruit-bearing trees
along the edges of every unit of their
fields for personal use, and 11 more whose
produce would be deposited into the state
granaries, As a skilled administrator, she
institutionalised this through what be-
came known as the ‘Nine-Eleven Act’,

BORNE IDENTITY: LOOMING Al THREAT

ARIO Amodei, CEO of Anthrop-

ic, the company that runs the

Claude artificial intelligence

maodel, has stepped out of line

Jfj from his peers and confirmed a

crisis hiding in plain sight.

‘While the industry and govern-

ments minimise the threat of Al claiming

that it will only take over menial, clerical,

repetitive functions, Amodei recently said

that it is very likely to wipe out white-col-

lar jobs and deepen unemployment, espe-
cially among young people.

For example, Als seem to be better per-
suaders than people. In September 2024,
chatbots were reported to be good at de-
bunking fake news and persuading con-
spiracy theorists to see sense, It was an
important finding, since urban legends
are used to amp up divisive politics, In
April, researchers at the University of
Zurich covertly addressed the popular su-
breddit, r/changemyview, via Al chatbots
to see how efficiently large language mod-
els can persuade people. The forum per-
forms an important function in highly
polarised times, reminding that it
is normal to have multiple viewpoints,
Concealment made the experiment con-
troversial, but its draft report found that
Alsare three to six times more persuasive
than humans.

In May, researchers at Lausanne pitted
900 people against human and Al debat-
ers to discuss points like the utility of
school uniforms and the value of Al
They found that when Als know some-
thing about their opponents, they are for-

ible persuaders, Now that clever peo-
ple know this, Als could be deployed in
prestige roles as lobbyists, political cam-
paign managers and marketers of all
things from missiles to toothpaste. Dare
we say, religion, too?

This is not how it was supposed to
play out. From the Industrial Revolu-
tion until the late 20th century, from the
age of steam to that of silicon, machines
have been presented as labour-saving
devices whose most v:lulhle product is
leisure. But since was a
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ded in South Asian caste names, and in
English surnames like Carpenter and

Carter leisure spells erasure, not crea-
tion, chronic

is a feature of booming economies like
India and China.

Urban families were typically bank-
rolled by a sole breadwinner: In the 1980s,
yuppie asj jon created families called
DINKs (double income no kids) and
DINKYs (Y for 'yet’). Now, double income

write words and code, create images from
words, analyse gigantic datasets and work
in mathematics, science and music. Be-
cause they learn by mimicry, they can
even write poetry and literary fiction in
the manner of acclaimed writers.

But for want of manual dexterity, Als
are no good for everyday work. They can
make fast food because it's standardised,
butlheyun 't make a home-cooked meal.

while the ro-
hn( has been a stock character in science
fiction, intelligent machines can't per-
form any household function reliably, ex-
cept for keeping floors somewhat clean.

Jobs deemed to be low-quality may
prove to be durable while a lot of white-
collar roles go to machines. Even indus-
tries like the press, which depend heavily
on human instincts and originality, are
being affected. The buzz is about Tiquid
content’ text, graphics and other compo-
nents formatted to be widely shared,
which can be decanted into various for-

machines as labour-saving
devices whose most valuable
product is leisure. But today,
when a job is an identity, leisure
spells social erasure. That makes
a recent warning that Als can wipe
out white-collar jobs troublesome
in more ways than one

with kids is becoming the urban norm.
Seen through the lens of women's partici-
pnthn in the workforce, it is a positive

purely Western project, European ideas
llke utility applied. In the narrative

it the golden age of machines, even
the nme freed up by reducing drudgery
was supposed to have utility it would
give everyone the opportunity to create
art and culture. Unemployment and

But it also points to the
soaring cost of living while one income
could finance a family earlier, it now
takes two. And someone who does not
work has no identity.

This erasure will be deepened if Al
culls jobs on a scale not seen for decades
and across the rank and file this time. Al

mats and ch. Until fairly recently in
India, there were curbs on cross-media
holdings for fear that media houses would
do precisely this, narrowing the variety of
news sources and opinion. Besides, it was
assumed that the ‘nose for news’ on which
the whole business runs is a uniquely hu-
man attribute. But some Nordic media
houses are training their own Als by a
simple process: their desk staff give a
thumbs up or thumbs down to incoming
news to teach the Al to be a news editor:
The most persuasive evidence that Als
could take white-collar jobs comes from
changing attitudes to universal basic in-
come. The idea dates back to Thomas
Paine in the late 18th century and enjoys
some popularity in times of economic un-
certainty At other times, it has been dis-
missed as a handout. But over the last dec-
ade, as Al has surged, it is again being
talked up. Elites drive policy everywhere,
including in technology, and the change

(( The very ink with which
' history is written is
merely fluid prejudice

The 18th-century monarch knew that
prosperity of the people was rooted in a
robust economy During her reign, the
size of her kingdom’s economy is esti-
mated to have grown by more than 40
percent, strengthening the region’s fi-
nancial health. Conscious of the fact
that traditional artisans across the inte-
rior parts of her state were a backbone
of the economy, Ahilyabai established a
separate artisan colony in Ambad tehsil
(now in Sambhajinagar district of Ma-
harashtra), providing artisans with nec-
essary infrastructure and access to low-
interest loans.

A prudent ruler who understood basic

principles, her in
infrastructure hugely contributed to gal-
vanising the economy of her state, which
had suffered from wars, | What was more

was her under

even in economic matters, the modern ap-
proach has to walk hand-in-hand with
age-old traditions, and that neither of the
two could be ignored.

Ahilyabai was also known for ap-
proaches to several social issues that
were far ahead of her time. After her
husband’s death, after some debate, she
decided not to observe the practice of
Sati in response to an appeal from her
in-laws. She was keen to ensure that wid-
ows were not discriminated against
while she was regent.

She painstakingly ensured marginal-
ised tribal communities like the Bheels
were neither persecuted nor did they per-
secute others, Her efforts for the effective
inclusion of Bheels into the socio-cultur-
al mainstream eventually ensured their
peaceful co-existence and non-tribal com-
munities in parts of Malwa.

Ahilyabai Holkar's vision was so
timeless, her ive so enduring,
that her thoughts and actions remain
relevant even today. In one of her writ-
ings, she eloguently emphasised the im-
portance of purity in every walk of life.
She wrote, "Bathing purifies the body,
meditation purifies the mind, and char-
ity purifies wealth."

No wonder that Ahilyabai earned the
admiration not just from her Indian
peers, but also renowned historians in
later centuries. John Keay, a bestselling
British historian, described her as a 'phi-
losopher-queen’. John Malcolm, a Scot-
tish scholar and diplomat, extolled her
as “one of the purest and most exempla-
ry rulers”. Historians must note that
when the modern conoepts of gov-
ernance were not even around, Ahilya-
bai took them to heart.

(Views are personal)
(vinayss Pagmail.com)
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Tax fallout

Ref: Western disunion: The impact of
Trump's remittance tax (May 30). Any fall

In remittance inflow could shrink india’s
foretgn exchange reserves, weaken the
rupee, and raise inflation. India must engage
with the US diplomatically. Thoughtful,
collaborative policymaking is vital in owr

Inter-connected economic landscape.
NR Jagannath, Bengalury
Own goal

Ref: Trump's policies can harm US as much as
mnmrx like India (May ]0) By retreating

alliances, Tromp weakens uml tooperation
on Issues requiring collective action, not
only [eopardising global security but also
America’s leadership position.

Narayanan Kizhumundayuwr,

Tharoor's statesmanship

Ref: Tharoor calls his critics ‘sealots’

(May 30). Shashi Tharoor has displayed
statesmanship by acknowledging the Modi
government's achievements. He has risen
above party lines. The opposition’s job is to
criticise the government, but it should also
acknowledge its achievements, Tharoor sets

a great example of constructive politics.
VLMM-&.M

Defence delays

Ref: Air Chief's plainspeak on defays in
defence acquisition timefines (May 30).
One knows that delays in completing public
sactor projects have been India’s bane

for decades, But this should never be the
case for defence projects. They must be
completed on time, as the nation's security
15 at stake,

S Ramakrishnasayee, Chennai

Underwhelming qualifier

Ref: Royal Salute to Harelwood, Suyash (May
30). The first qualifier IPL match between
top points holders Punjab and Bengalury
turned out to be a lacklustre contest.
Punjab's wickets fell like ninepins and they
were bowled out for a paltey 101 runs, with
no fightback coming either from their middle
order or tallenders.

S Vaithianathan, |

Tongue twister

Ref: Kamal must appolgise by May 31 K taka
film panel (May 30). Asking Kamal Haasan to
apologise for his statement is unwarranted.
The actor would have said the same thing if

p would be wellsprings  was supposed to take over basic and re-  could suggest that they know that their Kasnada were his mother tongue, The theeat
advocated for a data-driven, preventative approach to health- of creativity petitive tasks, leaving workers free to su-  own Als could make them redundant. 10 ban his movies if he does not retract his
care, especially to ensure safe drinking water: It's a work we But if work remains a marker of iden-  pervise machines or turn tohl things. (Views are personal) statement and mlngu Is an overreaction.
must rededicate ourselves to complete, tity consider how profession is embed-  Exactly the opposite is happening. Als can (Tweets @pratik_k) David Milton,
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Delivery delays
Stricter execution of defence contracts must

IR CHIEF MARSHAL AP Singh's blunt

assessment — "Not a single project that |

can think of has been completed on time”

—strikes at the core of India’s defence pre-

redness, Despite headline-making

progress in indigenous production, such as the Tejas

fighter or Akash missile systems, chronic delays con-

tinue to hobble operational readiness and derail mod-

ernisation. These delays, often accepted at the con-

tract-signing stage itself, highlight systemic inertia

and a culture of promising. With ad: ies

maodernising swiftly and conflicts becoming technolo-

gy-intensive, the price of sluggishness is steep. It'snot

Jjust a matter of budgets or bureaucratic red tape, it's
about national security.

The government has indeed made strides: domes-
tic production has risen to 65 per cent of the total
defence needs, defence exports have jumped to
224,000 crore and the public-private balance is gradu-
ally shifting. Schemes like IDEX are fostering innova-
tion and the private sector now contributes 21 per cent

WENTY days before

the Ludhiana West

Assembly con-

stituency goes to the

polls on June 19, the
Punjab BJP is asking two ques-
tions. The first is, Ludhiana West
where? And the second, Ludhi-
anaWestwho?

The crisis in the party in the
state is totally ot odds witha jug-
gernaut that has been caterwaul-
ing across the country over the
last several months and mop-
ping up all the governments it

Cht Gl‘il)lmt CHANDIGARH | SATURDAY | 31 MAY 2025

BJP’s bafﬂing silence in Ludhiana W

Why does no one in the BJP not even Modi-Shah, care about a bypoll in a corner of Punjab?

ritory forthe BJP to showcase its
determination to domuch better
than the only two MLAs it has
today. In the 2024 Lok Sabha
polls, the BJP didnt do too bad-
ly. winning 18 per cent of the
vote. The PM, who spent a large
time in Punjab during the
Emergency, is said to have a
fond corner for Punjab. But a
certain je ne sais quoi is dearly

missing.

Local Ludhiana boy Vikram
Sandhu is said to be a likely
candidate from Ludhiana West
— he had contested the elec-
tion the last time too — except,
the local 'sanghathan’ or RSS
man, Manthri Sreenivasulu,
doesn’tapprove, Sreenivasulu,
instead, likes Jeevan Gupta,
another local who pays full
obeisance to the ‘sanghathan’,

DISINTEREST: The BJP state president Sund Jakhar there s o
him. Capt Amarinder Singh is far removed from the heat and dust of politics. m

but as a wag offered, “won't get
even 10 votes.”
Sreenivasulu, meanwhile, is

to the total output. However, when delivery lags
behind intent, strategic autonomy remains elusive.
There are strudurll pps that dermnd nmvnnon -
from raw R&D
funding to pou'moldmlm betwem services. Of the
Rs 6.81 lakh crare defence budget, only Rs 1.8 lakh
crore is earmarked for modernisation, with R&D
receivinga paltry 394 per cent. Until this imbalance is
corrected, breakthroughs will remain sporadic.
Declaring three defence public sector undertakings
(DPSUs)as 'miniratnas’ is commendable, but perform-
ance should be measured not just by profits, but also
timely delivery of critical systems. The Air Chief's
vmrmm must be treated as a mll to overhaul the
y intime-
lines, stricter contract enforcement and empowered
project management must replace vague ambition.
India’s vision of utmanirbharta’ in defence cannot
afford to be an exercise in delay. National security
deserves speed, not excuses.

Balm for Poonch

Shah visit reassuring, but more must be done

(ON Home Minister Amit Shah's visit to

Poonch and his message of solidarity with

those affected in the Pakistani shelling and

drone attacks during Operation Sindoor

provides a much-needed balm. The district
recarded the highest number of civilian fatalities in Jam-
mu and Kashmir between May 7and 10. The border area

sets its eyes on. Haryana, Maha-
rashtra. Delhi Even in Manipur,
the BIP folks are climing the
support of a majority of the
MLAs (40) in an attempt ot
upsetting the local applecart.

The BIP blitzkrieg didn't need
Operation Sindoor to underline
the 24x7 presence of the workd's
largest palitical party — with a
80-crore membership, the BJP
claims tobe even larger thanthe
Communist Party of China.

Certainly, Opennon Smduor
has PM N

Close by his side, the powerful
Home Minister and Modi's dos-
est confidante, Amit Shah, has
demonstrated how there's no
sunlight between the PM and
he. It's as if they complete each
other's  sentences. Between
them, there's full contral over
the party and the country.

The thing about Amit Shah,
as has been made clear again
and again, is that he doesn't
leave anything to chance. It is
said he fights every election,
from h to Lok Sabha,

Modi's importance not just in
the party, but also across the
country and in the internation-
al arena. He took the decision,
first, to target terror infrastruc-
ture inside PakistanThen,

as if he's astride the Mahab-
harata chessboard, thinking
through every move three
moves before.

Within days of the end of the
India-Pakistan conflict, as the

when the Pak struck
back by raining drones and
missiles on Indian military
infrastructure from Baramulla
to Bhyj, it was the PM who
decided to escalate the air war
by bombing Pakistan's 11
bases and runways.

‘The BrahMos missile certainly
did its jobwell, but the credit for
the decision to play eyeball-to-
eyeball with Rawalpindi until
Rawalpindi blinked, must cer-
tainly be given to Modi,

PM y
talking to people about the con-
flict just ended, Shah was back
in the Jammu region 0 assess
the damage on the ground.
Perhaps, none of this is new.
Modi-Shah have had the BJP
and the country in their grip
since the party came to power in
2014 — dividing the Opposition,
influendng both society and
media, invoking the gods md
it with

Perhaps, the real
reason s that Punjabis,
soused to resisting the

ideaof the Delhi

Durbar, find it easy to
escape the chamsof
the saffron party.

most endearing things about
Hindu gods is that they have
fieet of day. All the party presi-
dents, both past and present,
know that.

Current incumbent JP Nad-
da, the mild mannered gentle-
man from Himachal Pradesh,
must be wondering till when
and how long his extended
presidency is going to last.

The RSS is said to be fully on
board the Maodi train, its mes-

of Hindutva being seeded

although, as we know, one of the

sage ng
across the length and breadth

ofthe country; what more could
it want in its centenary year.
So, back to the first

most unpopular in the Punjab
BJP. A god-fearing, THugu
gent, he

Why does no one in the BJP,
not even Modi-Shah, care
about a bypoll in a corner of
Punjab, in Ludhiana West, con-
sidering Punjab is a sensitive,
border state: has just been
through a nearconflict with
Pukistan, even if it was mostly
an air war; and none other than
the PM came to Adampur with-
in a day of the end of the con-
flict because the S400 had
warded off Pakistan's Hatf
missiles?

Consider the total disinterest.

months ago and there is no
move to replace him. The larg-
enthandife Amarinder Singh,
who left the Congress to teach it
a lesson and joined the BJP, is
far removed from the hm md
dust of pali d

clocks the miles, going from
‘pind’ to 'pind’, village to vil-
lage, but to little avail. It's not
really his fault, The Punjabi is
mystified by him, and he is
mystified by the Punjabi. New-
ton’s Third Law prevails here;
every action has an equal and
opposite reaction.

For sure, from Kashmir to
Kanyakumari, via Punjab and
Andhra Pradesh, India is one,
but the BJP must know that
some local flavour is always wel-
come in the Maggi.

Back, then, to the original
question. Why is the BIP not
interested in fighting Ludhiana
West? Perhaps, Punjb with
only 13 Lok Sabha seats doesn't
matter that much; and without
the Akali Dal it's difficult for
the BJP to enter the state’s

summer of travel, V\pyRuMm.
the man from Gujarat who isin
charge of Punjab, hides when
he rolls his eyesin boredom, but

nantly Hindu constituency, as
much as 85 per cent, perfect ter-

THOUGHT FORTHE DAY

Sikh-k 1 villages.
Perhaps, none of the above is
true and the real reason is that
Punjabis, soused to resisting the
idea of the Delhi Durbar for cen-
turies, find it easy to escape the
charms of the saffron party. So,
why doesnt the BIP want to
change that state ofbeing?

residents in the UT have yet again paid the price. The
large-scale death and destruction throws up pertinent
questions that need to be urgently addressed. Why do
civilians living close to the Line of Control remain sovul-
nerable? Could mare have been dane to lower the risk
and prevent the losses? Was the response 1o evacuate
those in thohmofﬂu-mm&emugh” Gomg forward,

what are the new being
put in place t that the resich m,_ dif
there is a cross-border flare-up again?

It is time to firm up a robust compensation and
rebuilding process that exhibits the nation's resolve to
stanxd by those who are the most vulnerable in border
areas across the country. The Home Minister’s announce-
m\mmmmommmmmwmm
e ™ 3 ofaidand et
ters for government jobs to the kin of those affected isa
sign that the J&K government, the Centre and the
nation's sentiments are connected with the border resi-
dents. Developing a response framework that takes care
of the unique requirements of border residents is vital.
They cannot be made to feel invisible and forgotten.

Itis also essential to not take ghtly the civil defence
drills that are being initiated at regular intervals, orthe
assigning of duties and un;xmn; of training to the
young A of discipline and pre-
paredness has its benefits in times of crises.

Every election is determined by the people who show up. —Lany)sabato

Donald Trumpand
Mickey Mouse

Rajan Kasuyar

DDRESSING economists and political leaders last
week, Prof Jeffrey Sachs, a renowned international
omist, condemned America’s new international
trade policy. Essentially, President Donald Trump daims that
since most countries export more goods (in value) to the US
than they import from his country, these nations are exploiting
America. His policy consequently seeks to levy hefty tariffs
(duties) on imports and demands that other countries reduce
their tariffs on goods imported by them from the US. This pol-
icy has thrown global trade into disarmay.
On many economic parameters, Sachs deems the move ill
advised. He goes to the aﬂm(ofquemmng Trump's under-
ding of Is. Scoffing at the Presi-
dent, the professor said even Mickey Mouse, a legendary car-
toon character, was smarter than Trump. Sachs stated that the
new pobf:t: wuuld hurt both partner nations engaged in

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

TBhe Tribune.

LAHORE, SUNDAY, MAY 31,1925

“Turmoilin India’

IF Lord Birkenhead has so far falled to give any indication of
that firm grasp of facts which alone could prevent the political
situation in India from getting from bad to worse, there are hap-
pily other Englishmen who have had no difficulty in forming a
fairly correct estimate of the present position in this country or
in suggesting the only measures by which this position can be
effectively remedied. One of these is Harry F Ward, whose arti-
cle in the British Press on Turmail in India’ contains the most
brilliant, penetrating and masterdy analysis of the present con-
mmxnmmhmd-fnmmlhuwhmn«nl
ly seen. With one there is

observation in this article with which any well-informed mut
in India will seriously quarrel. The exception is as regards the
view autiously put forward by the writer that the exigencies of
his position and the position of his country may compel Mahat-
ma Gandhi to throw the principle of nonviolence overboard. “At
present.” says the wniter, ‘he’upalh m-coqnmm lc.rlhe

trude. He mhhﬂldcmm:lnﬂ: how the
,.,wuc dicy was i
mlmmnmhmhumpl"btncuﬂrllm« hn\'rcrnl
ed a storm in the international media,

Many economists endorse Sachs’ views that the current
disruption of world trade stems from a thoughtless and
impetuous initiative. On its part, the public has lapped up
the Trump-Mickey comparison. Trump is notorious for the
use of in his speeches. Many people
around the world, including those in the US, find the Pres-
ident’s aggressive tone and vulgar comments on other lead -
ers and countries duumml

Incontrast, Mickey o dkeable chy
acter He is happy-go-ucky, h\duﬂhﬂpmllomhen.ﬂwm

aspintof Mickey does not have an
; he is a kind individual whose
capers and ad have amused and children as
well as adults for almost a century. Even in the face of difficul-
ties, N.lduy:rrvckmlmﬂsmd!ﬂmwulw
ateword. Atthy
and his end ll odds.

Tongue in cheek, Sachs apologises for the comparison
between Trump and Mickey Mouse, remark ing that the latteris
endowed with more brains than the former: He refers toabusive
words with which Trump demeaned other nations with whom
the US is negotiating on trade as “the presidential language.”

President Trump's avowed policies have undoubtedly stired

sake of the principle of nonviolence. Hi
render of political leadership, and yields his for his
principle. Has he thereby manoeuvred himself into a position
where sooner or later an emergency may arise in which love of
the country may overpower his principle” We can think of no
emergency in which this can or will happen.

EIE——

h id. The US is engaged with numerous countries to deter-
mine the duties on exports and imports. Currently, there is a
worldwide debute on the key features of the negotintions. The
lmmdhrrwmﬂmmwﬂhtkmmm
months. Inth brin
mmmmh&ymdmm.

Protect the republic Trump arm-twisting varsities
Apropos of “A professor and a draconian law”;  Refer to ‘Cutting financial aid to Harvard an

the arest of Professor Mahmudabad under

Section lSldlt:BPSm-dulmhng

trend ¥ di . His Faceb

was a thoughtful critique, urging secularism

and lawful governance. However, the court's

dedision to hand over the interpretation of
about

act of selfsabotage’; for many decades, the
US Government has been granting funds to
Harvard and other American universities.
This investment has yielded great results in
the form of knowledge and innovation, that
helped the US economy as Malu'chmh‘
ical ady The Trump

ﬂmanl#nolsl’l'nues

Judical
the sweeping scope of Section Iﬂhmuu
2ens and minorities at the mercy of arbitrary
action. Instead of punishing those who uphold
democmatic ideals through peaceful expres-
sion, the law must protect the republic.
AMARJEET MANN, UNA

Musk opts to focus on business
Apropos of Musk goes’; the partnership
between Donald Trump and Elon Musk made
waves initially However, Musk reportedly dis-
agreed with Trump's reciprocal tanfls that led
toa tanTbloodbath gobally, particularly those
levied on China He also disapproved of
Trump's package of sweeping tax and spend-
ing cuts, Musk attempted to improve govern-
ment effidency but faced challenges. His
efforts inchuded layoffs, buyout offers and cuts
in grants, but saw limited success. Musk has

dt theUS d focus
mh-m'lkhmdsulinkuule“s

new for granting funds, ndudng
restrictions on hiring faculty and policing
political views of the students and teachers,
are bound 1o severely shrink the knowledge
space. Threats of cancelling visas of students
and scholars is a way of arm-twisting the uni-
versities that fail to toe the Trump line.

SK PANESAR, BY MAIL

Theatre commands not needed
Refer to ‘Not a single defence project com-
pleted on time: IAF Chief flags systemic
delays’; apart from delays, there is another
issue that deserves attention. A brainchild of
(herliOuelulDe(a\ceShﬂhle(‘an\m
Rawat, th vhich
(olm‘ule!hrlh«brmdxed!henrmfd
forces, have been revived. Though the IAF
Chiefhas not spoken about it, there are appre-
hensions that theatre will further
divide wumwnmormew
Powers d to the theatre

Women cadets’ grit & determination
Aproposof NDA's first women cadets ready for
tomorrow’; the aredit for achieving this mile
stor 221 the
Supreme Court, which, despite opposition,
opened the gatesof the prestigious malitary acad-
emy to women aspirants. The 17 women cadets
who made it through the gruelling selection
pua-an dnm than one hkh nm!xhh

rmmm:mwmmhm

modate biological diferences, the core values of

all three services spread across the country.
Thereis no need for theatre commands.
WG COR CL SEHGAL (RETD), JALANDHAR

Veteran of Punjab

The passing away of veteran Akali leader SS
Dhindsa, 89, has left a void inthe state's polit-
ical arena. In his political innings of half a
century, Dhindsa held such senior positions
as state cobinet minister, union minister,
Rajya Sabha Member, chairman of various
public sector undertakings, state planning
board, They testify his credentials as a veter-

integrity, disapline, courage, md litician. Dhindsa d the gener-
‘servicet i d d.Their ation of Punjub paliticlns who were an
Joumey b by been about Ibutal part of the polity during its momen-

buiks 4 e as leaders. lu\uw'lddevdwmﬂl.
VAIBHAV GOYAL, CHANDIGARH JAGVINDER SINGH BRAR, PATIALA

Letters 10 the Editor, typed in double space, Should not excoed the 200-word lmit.
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