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A court jolt for
US’s tariffs plans

Expect delay in the roll-out of Donald Trump's
‘liberation day’ tariff announcements

US trade court has ruled that Donald Trump's

“liberation day" tariff scheme is illegal. To be

sure, the judgment seems torestona

nstitutional technicality rather than the

economic merits of tariffs. This is because the court
has observed that Trump was wrong in invoking
emergency powers in issuing the executive order
which announced the tariffs.

Whether or not the tariffs have already become
infructuous is something we await clarity on. However,
itdoes seem that unless the court ruling is ignored in
some way, the Trump administration will have to seek
the US Congress's approval to reinstate the tariffs. In
principle, the courts have done the right thing in

g the agency of the legi vis-a-vis the
executive, which in this case was acting like an entity
withoutany checks and balances.

What does this mean for the Trump administration
and Trump p ? The Republican party has
narrow majorities in the House of tatives

(220-212) and the Senate (53-45) unlike Trump's larger
than life persona playing out in US politics right now.
Given that tariffs are likely to have an adverse effecton
diverse constituencies in the US, a section of the GOP
actually may oppose or stall them when they are
debated in the US Congress, The dynamics at play here
will not be different from the larger contradiction

Trumpand the R -an party: He has
repeatedly challenged the latter on various issues and,
so far, managed to prevail. It remains to be seen
whether the tariff debate sees a similar outcome or not.
To be sure, a more important outcome of the latest
court ruling could be a large delay in roll-outof
Trump's trade policy on things such as tariffs as they
now have to be framed as a bill and be subjected to
detailed parliamentary procedures,

What does this entail for coumﬂes. India included,
thatare in the process of negotiating trade deals with
the US? The most important takeaway is that the
constitutional battle over whether or not President
Trump alone can decide all things about US policy is
still a work in progress. While a sovereign country is
perfectly justified in deciding its policies including
things such as tariffs, whether or not they are being
made by a populist leader or through complicated
political negotiations could make a lot of difference to
these policies. Waiting and watching, rather than
making haste may be the most prudent strategy in
dealing with President Trump at the moment,

B'desh politics heats up,
Yunus on the back foot

Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) rally in
I Dhaka on Wednesday is a sign of the

political ferment in Bangladesh nearly 10 months

aﬁer the Sheikh Hasina government was deposed and
under Muh d Yunus

tookchnrg: The shake-up was meant to usher in
political reforms, democratise the polity, and heralda
“new republic” under an amended Constitution. But
dmplcturefmmbhakalsolnmdonadnfv.'me
political thatenabled the app of
the interim government has frayed with Yunus, the
chief advisor and head of the caretaker administration,
atodds with the major political parties and the army.

Yunus wants political reforms first, whereas parties
such as BNP and the army are restive about the lack of a
firm time-frame for the election. Army chief Waker-Uz-
Zaman has repeatedly said crucial decisions impinging
on national security should be left toan elected
government. Both BNP and the army want polls by
December and a new government by February next.
Besides, Draconian restriction of the freedoms of
government emp are hardly the ms the
people called for.

Beneath the political divide, some issues threaten to
force a realignment of Dhaka's relations with its
neighbours. A plan reportedly mooted by the country’s
National Security Adviser, Khalilur Rahman, a civilian
appointee of Yunus backed by the USand UK, to havea

“corridor” to engage with the Rohlngya popuhl!on In
the Arakan province of M
opposedbymeuﬂmmclnurrfearsdmd\cnmwill
draw the attention of China, which backs the
Tatmadaw in Naypyidaw. Yunus's strategy to cover up
hisadministrative failings has been to exacerbate fears
ofan Indian hegemony. Thata stable, democratic
Bangladesh isin India’s interest is hardly of concern to
Yunus. His attempt to pivot Dhaka away from New
Delhi and into the orbit of Islamabad and Beijing can
only hurt Bangladesh's economic and political stability,
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New legal architecture
for nuclear power sector

¢ and China lead SMR ventlon Compen-
COI])DN_.‘hEﬂSlVC with technology expected to mature  sation for Nuclear Damage ((SC) The
legislative changes can byle-;z 20305, ” — CLNDA. a well- mmmm h;dmmm
" : P India is an early starter wit mpmmmm ended up dis-
facilitate investment in competence in all aspects of nuclear m rengagement. Net-
the sector and create a energy. However, growth, driven by LI rules, whose provi-
Iindigenised technology and public uot\s on capping Nability could be
broader pool of monopoly, 1s sluggish. Nuclear power  struck down as excessive
accounts for only 3% of electricity  noe th d Al least, the go in full i
devclopers and opcramrs generated In Indla. The target set in  offered by the through  of thy lete nuclear ! SHUTTERSTOCK
and accelerate 2007 for 63,000 MWe hy 2032 has  FAQs, kLAl g ly binding,
industrialisation been replaced by the of 00,000 have assured foredgn or esup-  In evuy other aspect. However, the  security clearance; reforming Section
Mwe byzmmgml-- i pliers. A oukd be Investin,
rime Minister (PM) Naren-  ble in the current Institu- rather than plecemeal flxes, own and operate nuclear power ership for civillan nuclear research
dra Modi's new emphasis  tlonal and regulatory Is required. plants, Including reactoes and power  and development. Indian and other
an nuclear power s inline  environment. The NSG The amendment could  plants, undera strict Startups p SMRs, for
with renewed global Inter-  exemption in 2008 and bilat- either delete Section 17(b} 1o that addresses national security, pro-  instance, should be allowed to retaln
estInthis clean and stable  eral agreements opened remove fault-based xuppfk Iiferation and safety concerns, over-  and mmmen:h]lu thetr technology,
source of electricity, which  access to International ura- Hability, in line with CSC,or  sight needs obliga- 2210 place the
also supports Imtll'l quuu forenergy  nium sources, but progress Akshay Incorporate the relevant pro-  tlons. Indian could be tariffs and
d on nuclear Jaitly visions of the CLND rules  allowed full ownership and forelgn  trading unde! the Electricity Regula-
iy, ding to the I hinology and reactors to and FAQs to provide statu-  ones up to 49%, For both large and  tory Commissions governed by the
Energy Aqency (IEA), demlnﬂ for nupplﬂnem domestic ones =———— tory caps on labili SMR reactors, we would need stan-  Electricity Act, 2003, Fusther, permit-
by reg- claims perlods. In addition, and tng
of other lonm of energy — and six  ulatory issues, especlally lhe Section 46 would havetobe  economibes of scale, amendments to FEMA and FDI policy
times faster in the developing world  Civil Liabllity for Nuclear amended to clearly bar all At the Initial stages at least, the  and rules, Private sector entry and
— due to urbanisation, prosperity, Damage Act (CLNDA) civil Habdlity clalms outside  government will have to retain full hmrnlerkpbylwl MWmld
transpartation, alr conditioningand 2010, which has also led the CLNDA framework, control of the complete nuclear fuel  need a more indepen:
the exponentlal growth In demand  domestic suppliers to while preserving the appli-  cycle. Globally, too, there are few  ered AERB, Mluud avulhhlllly d
from data centres. Globally, nuclear  Indemnities from the opera- Jawed catlon of criminal lability.  actors involved in this process. There  human resources, finance, and fuel
power contributes to 9% of power  tor, NPCIL. Ashraf Amendments to Sections 5 would, thus, bea betw will bx | for growth,
generated, second behind hydro- The government's inten- i3l and 9 would clarify that ownership and management of India's private sector and starup
power as a source of non-fossil fuel.  tion to amend the Atomie =—/———=  claims mayonlybemade In  nuclear power plants, on the one  community can meet the stringent
According to IEA. 63 reactors with a Act 1962 (AEA) and accordance with CLNDA.  hand, and of the fuel cycle on the  requirements of the nuclear power
capacity of 70 GW are under con-  the DA are tmely and The nin FAQthat  other. Nuclear power generators sector through research, innovation,
struction — 25 are of Chinese design ~ welcome. Comprehensive and unam-  the primary reactor vendor or tech- would be treated on  par with other  advanced engineering, Investments
and 23 of Russian design. After dec-  biguous legislative changes canopen  nology provider would be deemed to and d safe project man-
ades of standstill, countries like  up additional sources of Investment  be the supplier needs to be incorpo- nq)ervulnn by the ministry of power,  agement. Comprehensive and clear
France and the US are g In a highly capital-i lve sector,  rated. while control of the nuclear fued cycle  reforms will unlock foredgn capltal
mmly addition. create a hmnde: panl of devehm Complex decisions wll berequired  would rest with the department of  and participation, Nuclear power will
re Is new on the opened atomic energy. have to be an integral component of
prospects of Small Modular Reactors alisation, Forelgn the In nucleu This framework would entall  anenergy strategy needed to achieve
(SMRs). SMRs have many advantages  beyond equipment supplies. The dis- well as the level of private mvnershlp amending Section 3 of the AEA to  the goal of Viksit Bharat while ensur-
— shorter construction time, lower  tributed market structure and wider  and foredgn shareholding, Ifany, The  redefine atomic energy activities as  Ing clean energy transition and
risk of cost and time overruns, better  Industrial base ulodalzd withSMRs,  simplest proposition is for NPCILora universally licensable allowing private  energy access and equity for all.
grid stabllity, manageable project  In particular, to bulld, oper-
costs, a payback period of W45 years,  tory changes, ate and control phnu funded by the amending Sec- Akshay Juttly is @ founding partner of

which Is half that of large nuclear
reactors, and amenability to project
financing and refinancing. The US

India's nuclell lability regime
diverges significantly from Interna-
tional norms, particularly the Con-

private sector; or, outsource the con-

government oversight.
tion 14 1o allow up to 100% private

plants
1o the private sector, with status quo

Trilegal and Jawed Ashraf is a resired
Ind The: ot

Including by
with foreign Investment, subject

How to ease the migration
pressure on India’s cities

ws

WANG YI

China will undertake 100 infrastructure

or some years now, Goa has been reel-
ing under an influx of settlers who
found Indian metros unlivable and
now work In the gig economy or are
retired. While this trend picked up post-
2000, the trickle intensified Into a flood after
the pandemic, leading to a surge In the cost
of Iving for locals including housing costs
and other social and economic repercussions
that are still being dealt with.
A similar reverse migration to Uttara-
khand and, to a smaller extent,

unemployed youth In the hills was rising,
agriculture f practised was mostly for sub-
sistence, and even as many were returning
from the plains disillustoned, there were no
Industries or companies that could hire
them. What then does a young, educated per-
son do? Many were sitting idle and unhappy,
leading to Increased crime rates in the
reglon.
An exemplary model in the Almora reglon
Is that of SOS Organles, a tiny natural cos-
4 health food: d by

Pradesh was seen in the last decade, with the
former seeing a influx as land owner-
ship rules there are more flexible than the
later, While these states are learning to live
with this influx, the factors driving people
out from citles remaln unchanged: Desplte
the Smart Citles Misslon, many of the metros
and larger cities are reaching their
breaking point,

Given that there are no quick-fix
solutions to reducing the load on
clies and ensuring that the steady

two former Osho followers with its ~25
female empl s (only four are men), the
primary brea vs with mindmal disrup-
ton to thelr rraditional roles. Work shifts are
six-and-a-half hours a day with an hour for
lunch. All employees walk t work, are pald
well above the average wage in the region

with a starting sal; 29,000, and
workers and (i hnamlly members

are fully medically insured. The
space created by the founders Is
worth a visit, not just for its natural

and environm

Yacific over the next thr
recognising these nations

vulnerability to ¢

al projects a

)ss the
years,

g

ate change

Free speech, democracy &
an epidemic of hurt feelings

ing Imnw'ledge Is dependent on the

matih sa

M bhdmanyapt |
gatirdh '

y ideas.
An academic operates within and creates a

trickle of exits doesn't turn into a beauty but also for how lietle it {Freadom Inmeluncnmdredlnxfme the  space Xp

flood, it might be a good idea for the Anjuli demands from its surroundings in af feeling bound.) ston, T dsalogu q

government w actively ook at ways uli terms of resources. Ralnwater s di classical Indian peda-

10 stem the migration of rural youth Bhalgava harvested, solar power generated, uc( n( whal youlhlnk Aslunmm Gita, oned fogy us about f a thoughs

1o citles in search of Ilvellbnod and ————=  keeping the space off the public grid under-  space where Ideas are shared, discussed, and

employment. as far as possible, Almost all materi- scores the lmpnnxnm ol freedom In these  accepted or refected. Therefore, Ifan academic
On my trips to Kumaon, | have als used In the wo«luhnp are Imalty lines. Freedom mnmhn Ieself only when the it f

come across at least three
reducing migration from the hills to mmu
ies, Since 2009, B2R, a rural BPO in Untara-
khand started by BITS-Pllani alumni, has led
10 remarkable changes In the soclal fabric of
the region, with women employees o

hmun!m even choosing pax'mu In lk"ty'u.g
that have traditionally frowned upon such
progress. Although the journey has been far
from smooth, with many ups and downs
over the last 16 years, BZR now employs 600
locals at lts five centres In the state, most of
whom would have been leading wretched
lives as migrants and urban poor in [ndia's
metros, While their pay packages may be a
fraction of what their metro counterparts

sourced,

her ability to be free. Unfor-

caused by trucks lel‘ryinx lnpuu

Ata more countrywide and macro-scale,
there are at least three big operators — Desl-
Crew, RuralShores and IMerit Inc., all of
whom are providing local employment and
reducing migration.

While DesiCrew has a total of 1480
employees and works with native language
speakers from 15 states, (Merit Inc., with over
4,000 employees, Is doing cutting edge IT
using Al from remote locations for several
Silicon Valley firms by employing a primarily
female workforce — no mean accomplish-
ment for a country with low female labour
force participation rates.

So, me question to ask now ks what pre-

5:« eam, thelr sundmi of living Is huh«
aner alr

natural perk.

Another enterprise, Udhyam (set up in
2017), Is helping curb migration by identify-
Ing new businesses and providing seed capl-
tal, working | loans, and mentorship to
the local youth who then set up the busi-
nesses they feel passionate about. Starting
with a small cohort of 20-25, the

cisely can do to support and
help scale up such Initiatives. Two low-
hnnglng fruits stare policy makers In the
face,
One Is to outsource some of the poolly
services to such

ofenquiry, whoelse will? But this is not about
The shut

foundational idea of human

y -
hold. 1

Ashoka University professor All Khan Mah-

cedes a crists of knowledge and progress. The

mudabad was arrested for a soctal snuffing of the flame of questioning
media expressing his thoughts can henldduknnunhmd In
mm artinades surround- lx:n‘z where freedom of thought
ing the Operation Sindoor debate. The and expression comes with caveats,
oral observations of the Supreme intellectual growth stunts.
Court, while granting him bail, sug- Thmrwmukxmdemaurpmb
gested that he Indulged In “polities” Nishth sophical
mmu this post, which contained vam, samvedadhvam (comin;
> Lﬁ‘ “havedoublemean-  Gautam mmh:hannmlmue(xanngg
ing". hlppunalmle e ) ought to feel
thatan author s accused of indulging wllh the rise In coercive action to
in politics when governments, past and  silence those we disagree with. The legal
L, have lalmed that not of the limits 1o freedom of h aside,
e e e Y e bom e
andquelnnmngﬂnmwenunemlnﬂmo( what speech is harmful enough 1o be gagged?
Indla’s healthy democracy. I politics &s dangerous per se, whither democ-
How has politics suddenly become anath-  racy? The governiment. the youth to be
ema? Politics, nrmemhlkn-mphemeunm part of India's growth story but Is wary of
the governed, is the central

run
pamu Just the way passport Issuance servi-
ces were outsourced 1o TCS, resulting In a

has touched the lives of over 400 entrepre-
newrs over the last few years, with more than
200 of them active at any given point. The
enterprise wis sét up (o counter a few worry-
ing trends: The number of educated but

THE FACTORS DRIVING
PEOPLE OUT FROM CITIES
REMAIN UNCHANGED:
DESPITE THE SMART CITIES
MISSION, MANY OF THE

h iy win for the the citi-
2ens and the vendor. Two, provide incen-
thves to encourage Indian corporates to out-
source some of thetr back-end work to such
outflts, thereby reducing costs and enhanc-
Ing effictency.

Perhaps a good start would be to set upa
special task force or committee (the govern-
ment's expertise) to look more keenly into
this sector and come up with a more compre-
hensive policy to encourage demand. The
Idea — a Natlonal Policy for Rural BPOs —
has been toyed with by past governments but
Is yet to see the light of day.

mdwunpmnnpny —classcalto mod-

MM o definitions of pnlllksmtudﬂ-
r fram its own. What grestmess has evolved In

mmmmmduuﬂ\mﬂm&
seeking It, of which the Ashtnwikra Gita ls an
example. Politics exists In spiritual and mysti-
cal :m asa dlllogue between bellefs aml

Ve can only raise

minds there. Insecure, easily hurt minds that
will be unwilling to *give ground even on unim-
portant disagreements”, in the words of Chels-
topher Mlu;hms lq }ﬁ,‘,"zﬂ“"‘“"“"“ pnl»_

tics,
has spread unchecked, often getting a shot in

sl {th ..*
there Is realpolik, the Interfocution of pragma-  the arm through criminal cases and violent
tism and populism. actions against the speaker. Hure feelings and
Politks y aspect of the living w«dsshnuu mmhoﬂ!rln
Athe dead. Al they can i hoart
Mfe. fthe discipline. Itssa fallscy,  out muumumuepmgmmu-mmmd
h l sch- Ideas. C spmhlmu

ences indulge in politics. From Ar s has, as yet, d

exposition of the relativity of mation, which

mmuwmummwmlm

METROS AND L/ \H(‘I‘R e ey deals with perspective and llusion, to Albert  a thought crime in George Orwelf's 1984,
THEIRDREAKING POINT i s e i s i et e
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Give governor a free hand
to restore order in Manipur

wo years have passed since Manipur witnessed one of the worst

'communal strives in the region that claimed more than 250 lives

and rendered thousands homeless. Yet law and order in the border

state continues to be a mess. In such a scenario, the latest move by

asection of the tors in the state to form a government does not

lnsplm confidence at all, as it fails to address the seriousness of the situa-
tion. Nor does it even show a path to the

that plague the state.

l( ls tronl.cal thal the Union government and its vast machinery have

y little idea of the local communities that make up this state. A section

e people of Manipur is now engaged in a civil disobed! movement

pmwsting mmt tbe order of & central paramilitary force unit to remove
ipur”, from the destination board of a government
rheaded by the student wing of the Coordinating Committee on

ipur Integrity (COCOMI), a Meitei n:ganuauon agitators are protest-
ing the insensitive treatment the people of Manipur receive at their hands
of senior level officers, and want them sacked.
1t is this government having nln lden:&l the harnm;md‘manm'e and ;he
complex e-up of anipur society that
A section of the gered mumplrnn of traffic along the national
of highway despite internecine fights continuing
is now engaged in among the two major communities in the state.
a protest against 0 months later, the ministry has now
realised that its writ hardly runs in the state,
the order of a a4 told a Manipuri delegation that it will not
central paramilitary m’&?“ in weeks or months.
force to remove the b, Uad -hocism, escapism h:x;ddls lumed nh‘sh
i tl nion government play ve
word, wﬁ already done irreparable damage to Manipuri
society. It waits for 0st twWo years
It ited for alm before
board m}l‘menc ief minister N. mren Singh to go
of abus though he had proved ineffective as a chief min-
ister. Mr Singh was unable in the first place to
anticipate the communal strife brewing in his small state and then he was
unable or unwilling to stop the mayhem and thus spectacularly failed in
stopping its spread. Vel he was allowed to continue despite hu lmnge of
being a divider in an ociety. The under
him, too, strayed from the path of demuu'mc governance and imleurl ran

Can Cong learn from Didi,
UBT about smart pohtlcs?

Second: “For us terrarism is
an

a partisan government, fanning the flames of violence alread: g

ipur.

The government next launched an experiment with a seasoned bureau-
crat as governor to take the state back to normaley. True, he has not been
able to make much of a transformation in the last three months, but it will
be unwise to shift him from the seat of power and bring in a non-cohesive
formation even if it oomprlses elected representatives. The visitors to the

Bhavan the other day have claimed that the move has the support of 44
but the dlvisloni within the BJP rank and file, exacerbated by the
long<drawn strife, cannot be written off at a time when Manipur needs a
soothing touch from a and ion. The Union

should the has initiated in
the state and look for lnng term settlement olrmr issues. It is not the time
for ad-hocism in the border state.

Musk bids adieu to Washington

fter nearly five months of being virtually at the helm of affairs in the
Donald Trump administration, billionaire Elon Musk called it a day
political sojourn. Musk's tenure as the purger-in-chief of the
Trump administration — officially labelled the department of government
efficiency (DOGE) — was a mixed bag for the South African immigrant
turned poster d) of the American right wing.

The 53-year-old entrepreneur, who had always described himself as a
political moderate and criticised Trump for being too old to be President in
2022, transformed into one of the most bitter eritics of liberal politics. He
bankrolled 'n'un“) s unmpalﬁor a second term by donating nearly $300
mﬂ.lkm in 2024. He becam mp's most trusted ieulensnl in the fight

inst wokeism, which is largely prevalent in Democrat-leaning states
l e California.

Both l‘rumm&and Musk shared the pugd)lmn that all was not well in
America, ng the Tesla CEO to — a role that brought him
into conflict with sev Trump’s Cabinet membe: he common
ground, however, ended there.

Musk, himself an nnmlgran( to the United States in the 1990s, did not
align with Trump's im policies and lnced the wrath of Make
America Great Agam (M GA) aaivuts He also opposed Trump's pro-
cnlie ou stam:e which went against the interests n his electric vehicle

Modi reglmes un\uunl
aof punmg

mgﬂhsrsevenm wrty

i tobe part of

%mmum ty exeﬂ:ue
s public was happy to
be regaled by the spat
between two Congress lead-
ers, Jairam esh and
Shashi Tharcor, because it
was as familiar as a comic
routine in a heritagestyle
circus.

mebungreamu.ldhwe

or it could have

Instead of being ish
about who from its ;ﬁvwns
it an the list of delegates
the government, the
should have been

at least as smart as Mamata
Ban or the Uddhav
Shiv in negotiating
who would represent the
party. The message was

said what D. Raja of the CP1
did, that the choice of dele-

on the delegations’ man-
date.  The

rejected the l;!w T;‘
the list sent by
Rahul Gandhi obviously

questions raised
Gandhi on the Pahalgam
, about

missing secu-
rity af a tourist
destination, failure of the
intelligence services and
external affairs minister S.
Jaishankar's unfortunate
disclosure: “At the start of
the aperation, we had sent a

Pakistan,

message to say-
m'vgmsmngarm»
rarist infrastructure and we

will regresent what parlia-
mentary affairs mi er
Kiren Rijuju said: “One mis-
sion. One message. One
Bharat”.

ted as they are,

parse it, 1: a
ror outfits and host
country such outfits,

principally Pakistan, that
India will deal with it in dif
. It will be a
has

ferent way

crime that should not be
candoned ar justified.” The
rider that follows is: “If the

are in

we will hit them wheve they

are. So, there i a message in

continuing the operation

but continuing the opera-

tion is not the same as firing
other.

mitted to delivering this
Parties in

message.
tion to the ruling dli
nnt have much choice in

ing on to do so Thz

e
polmmﬂy suicidal for the
Opposition t-sﬁpzclal
Iy in their home states. That
llﬁlﬁ to the Congress as
wi

The Congress was feisty
enough to challenge the
Modi s narra-

gage with the “
mission. It knows best dm
it does not have the

its mes-

LETTE

SPEAK WITH CARE

Shashi Tharoor saying in
Panama that Indian forces
crosse the LOC for the first
time in 2016 for surgical
strikes in response to a ter-
ror attack in Uri is only par-
tially correct. In fact, during
the 1965 war with Pakistan,
Indian forces crossed the
international border and
even reached the Burki
canal which is near Lahore
city. Mr Lal Bahadur Shastri
was the Indian PM at that
time. The whole occupied
area near Lahore was given
back to Pakistan under the
Tashkant agreement.
However, Congress leader
Pawan Khera is also not
correct when he says that
India carried out many sur-
gical strikes during the rule
of the Manmohan Singh-
led UPA goverment.

D.B. Madan

New Delhi

DEAL WITH COVID

INSTEAD of being worried about the
rising coronavirus cases across the
nation, we seem to be stuck in a time
warp where more is discussed about
Savarkar and Nehru than how to
dmlunhlhenumherulcseswhuh
usssummgdmmg:pnﬂ
Th

notl

of
sage 1‘}1 disengagement
across the country to angry
Indians,

Instead of weighing its
options, the Congress has

better to do than to ignite a war
words between the two main politi-
cal . It is a pity (hatﬂerﬁcﬂy
mwmm vortex
is responsible for the current
phghl me nation ﬂm itself in.

and s It has and the
Slmuarly. Musl( criticised Trump’s partnership with SoftBank and his heir t. The are not striking at the desi to tion as th serves no purpose. Perhaps the polit-
rival OpenAl on a $500 billion Al infrastructure project. Trump's flagshiy Sena 's voite face, l'mm mlllux"{é“ with domestic audiences; its ~ BJP and as a leader of the ical parties are deliberately it
spending initiative — the One Big Beautiful Bxll (OBBB) Act — whi demanding a boycott of the  Or Congress could ontheeveofthe  Opposition. The call for as a ploy for their inability to
offered tax cuts and vast to Musk, in delegations by the INDIA have decided to boyoott the  departure of the seven dele-  cott came from the Shiv with the current issues.
direct mntrndmmn to the mandate glven to hlm to rein in government bloc to endorsing the Modi  multiparty exercise. It indicates that the Sema UBT, the Trinamul Henriques
'S?n mment’s choice of could have delegitimised dl government has a  Congress struck a deal The Mumbai
Spamx CEO's political activism led to a 45 per cent drop in Tesla's iyanka Chaturvedi was  the exercise by staying out. rsonality: ane mes-  Congress did not formally
stock price. His net worth declined by $15 billion, from $400 billion on 31 ually instructive. lt could have launched a w (nr Indian voters and with the parties con- MT chKEN?
October 2024 to $385 billion on 26 May 2025. Whil e his disillusionment with two ter-measure of chal  another for the internation- the w ly-
had been evident for some time, as it took a toll on his businesses, fully made the simple point m the narrative the al community. defunct INDIA bloc and it THE TERM “chickening out" has been
lheO BB Act rendered Musk's position redundant and set the stage for his in respanse to govern- government had com- In the language of diplo- to ite with the  used to criticise President Donald
final exit from Washington. ment's ﬁh vﬂed n l.he cmm of the . which external aft Modi government. The  Trump's tariff tactics during his trade
We$(m the shots, you fairs minister S. Jaishankar  party and its leadersdidnot ~ war with China, with the Financial
don't. lnammmmmﬁua is adept at dnse nnkx the cracks Times coining the phrase “TACO
‘The Congress failed; it was ~ dissenting  voice, the two messages the mult command  trade” (Trump Always Chickens Out)
THE ASI asked about joining the Congress to take party nnﬂ!he groupof o describe
————————— multi-party delegation to risks, Iuneul d indulging are, first “We want a  dissidents that had appar-  steep tariffs, only to later scale them
signal solidarity and n pemlm end to terrorism.  ently been papered over  back. Trump rejected this
Konwsen Mo L at 8 moment of national cri- mnﬂds\m Our message is therefore: after the ction  of  label, insisting his is a strate-
e fr sis, to which it agreed. Then hmlmtrmyzdmldm Yes, the ceasefire hasputan  Mallikarjun Kharge as pres-  gic negotiation tactic designed to
B Ao A ol b fnaind it was miffed because the multiparty exercise nor end to military actions ident have resurfaced over trade by starting
Jewataial Nebru Natiseal Yoath Contw, 219 Dver Duyal Upadbysy Marg, New [ete 110002 Phoce: Modi government scratched  joined it in good faith. The  against each other for now, the TOW over  and adjusting as talks evolve. While his
B} Bz thmclﬂ\epany’ufwrsug gny’ mmn;u —  but if the terrarist representation. method has caused frequent market
""':_‘-":-"""‘""-"" " . - = - nal iman Khur: hashi  from Pakistan continue, volatility, he argues it has driven
e e gt T 2 s g S owny dong  Thareor. Nanish Tewart (. wil Shikha Mkerke s investmt. Critcsdifle wih i,
# Lorcken: Qaicharmrst Liad i P, Blech 2, Elzabeth Moeme. 38 York Rand, Lasdon $E3 ING what it does htat and Sharma — are  The Pakistanis must under- seniar journalist based in Kumar
N Mrgluration b $725054 mouthing those picked by not official nominees. They  stand that very Kolkats Hazaribagh
and ﬂcﬂmnﬂmﬂuldnmmwmm ‘have fine minds, a love (and of chil- You overhear
school  had to stdy mathematics and science, apart dren along with appropriste in their talk with ATL, CRG, Al,
my the social sciences, literature and an Indian lan- to make a good primary i - PGs and a host of other such aimnm
guage at least till the secomdary level. ﬁgmmmm higher studies willenrich  their own group. It is
career began by chance, not by it Our youngest minds need the best teachers. about 10 skills, “criterion-ref-
fram hu:hl“"m nﬁr:nmhn:b and our mﬂ?‘n::n. have erenced g o (not
; really Calcutta exams were kept on drastically, especially decade, case)
Devi Kar that  hold for some reason. Meanwhile. my school peinci- mgmmhdmmum- ey for today’s teach-
pal called me to fill in for a mnrmwbnwu tional curricula. Sometimes today's appear  ers, it is anly fair to point out the
‘seemed leave for her a different hreed altogether. exude corporate 's) ‘Talking money or dis-
teaching Bhubaneswar. It wasa that [ would the and seem to be products of a com- and
their what they knew themselves. We were as “no"  mercialised where lucrative a&mmmwnhmﬂydﬂhm
s not well-versed in different pedagogical to one's teacher in those days. Bengali was not my  careers are the ultimate goals. But these “new age" We rejoice that at last teachers are
Owteac |“ as methods and strategies but read widely and tried to  strongest Within a of months, | was mmdmplyututhmﬁ being wooed and courted, and even enticed with
implement what we had learnt in our BEd. pro-  offered a position in  Their subject and they E‘:imm!"ph'ﬂmnhm
gramme. We had a lessan plan, long-term and fmme-  January1569 accepted the the princely  have mastered the art of demo lessons. shuld?mnﬂmdnwd
Ch V r th Idon't salary of 2300. [ have happily in  They show off their familiarity technology;  1me and then not turn up and resart to other unethi-
an 0 e e remember W bat Eﬁs&ndﬂu af and questions dm4hmlm.m‘mn
clearly enjoyed the witha  Regarding d’—dmu and are able tocreatea first lent attitude and present as competent,
g generous dose of humour. Our students adored most  therewasa of structure have received training: dif  but cold and smgleminded careerists.
ears: Muc AL 1S o us and even a5 moeen, Training was not mandatory, but over the inanesotericlan _These descriptions are definitely nat fo be taken
= who are keenly invested in their children's educa- y_unithmnmmm guage full of jangon. Now I too have become well-  literally. There are all kinds of individuals in
. tion, they still rave about their old teachers. vidual with college the bill pro-  versed in these ¥ to their  between in both categories. This
ld & mewm vided she was a communicator. quali-  conversations is an eye opener for those unfamiliar ot facile, is meant to merely suggest an
lno new = w:ﬁbwm:h;dm % :ﬂ‘; 1 ot s clear and and wusdym'n;rlsnvd] those [ have
R . 1 am not process as as
equipment, scales, weights and counters. sure practice has much. There is 8 each subject has its own assessment labelled “new-age teachers”.
tical wark giwe ‘belief that people who have pursued higher studies at different Jevels. What 1 appreci-
even then. Every student was provided a grounding ate most is that the system is based on the: of ‘The writer is a veteran school educator based in
inart and craft, music/singing domes- My experience has shown you must jsition of skills and ey Kalkats
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Direct impact

Foreign investment dynamics must be studied carefully
Foreign direct investment (FDI) numbers for 2024-25 have attracted significant
public and policy attention. While at gross level India attracted $81 billion during
the year, at net level it translated into only $0.35 billion, the Jowest in the past two
decades. The low level of net FDI was driven by significantly higher repatriation
mddisuwemnembyﬁure@ﬁxms along with increased outbound investment
by Indian Last year, foreign firms repatriated over $51 bil-
lion. outward by Indian about 75
per cent compared to the previous year to $29.2 billion. As a consequence, at net
level, very little was left.

In the normal course, by foreign and

by Indian i 'M"dmbeuuxformnwnfonlugtand

open economy like India. Some foreign firms would repatriate profits for com-
pany-specific reasons, while growing Indian Id seek
ities abroad. what is and has raised concern is the
scale of the outflow. Even in 202324, with gross FDI of over $71 billion, India was
left with only about $10 billion at net level. And while repatriation by foreign firms

STAY INFORMED THROUGH THE DAY (8 WWW.BUSINESS-STANDARD.COM
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Reading between the tax lines

World Bank report suggests India’s tax gap i

smaller than its

peers’ — but inter-country comparisons can be misleading

ILLUSTRATION BY ESNAY SINHA
- }

is witnessing a rising trend, FDI last year. The
latest monthly review of the finance ministry h ken note of the Fiscal policy discussions in India have consistently
and said: “..Indian direct i d by nearly $12.5 billion emphasised the need to raise the country’s tax-to-
during the year FY25, even as world, gross domestic product (GDP) ratlo. The analysis in
given their de ici - xhls wnlzn Iollom two distinct lines of reasoning.
t 1 roleofthe
b Inthls ina ng country like India, a

clnnddmss!heusued:ﬁ'zlmuy for foreign and Indian firms. Foreign firms came
to India primarily to meet the demand in the Indian economy. Since India re-
mains the fastest-growing large economy in the world, and is reported to have
become the fourth-largest economy, why are foreign firms not investing their
surplus here in India? It is unlikely that the increase in

higher tax-to-GDP ratio s argued to be desirable. Pol-
icy prescriptions here focus on identifying new
sources of revenue and reducing or eliminating
exemptions and concesslons. The other line of argu-

ment focu

is intended only to return the money to shareholders. Some companies are
possibly offloading shares in lndun markets because of attractive

“taxgap”
— the difference between potential rev-
enues and actual collections. Policy op-

tax as the gap could be
sion and In

recent studles, potential revenues are es-

But this ds 't explain th d swryAdeepcr
pmbemdnnalysism ded. Are they moving out! ofthe .
ords d
The actis curious. They toinvest
in Indiabut b d ata time when the global proach with cross-country.
i is fairy notably, the big jump in outbound FDI

could be a one-off. Some companies may have found attractive deals at the same
time. Outbound FDI between 2018-19 and 2023-24, for example, moved between
$12 billion and $18 billion, before increasing to about $29.2 billion in 2024-25. Non-
etheless, the issue needs deeper examination. However, this should not lead the
government and regulators to create barriers to foreign or domestic firms trans-
ferring funds abroad because it would adversely affect the investment climate.
The fact that India needs higher investment for sustained higher growth cannot
be overemphasised. FDI in this context plays an important role because multina-
uomlnlsobmgtcdmuhgymdbcstpmcdoesnlmgvmhaplul It is also the

best mode to fill the savings-i gap in the because FDI tends
mh:tlumonmblzfvnnoffumlg\cnpnnlltinhushnpunlmmundemnd
of such and address policy gaps, if any.

Positive outlook

Select sectors have done well

‘The results of more than listed a (Q4) of 2024~
zmwmpmmmmmmm Revenues were up 7.6 per
cent year (Y-0-Y) to Q4FY24, profit after tax (PAT) was
up 127 per cent Y-0-Y and 15.7 per cent quarter-on-quarter (Q-0-Q), while PAT ad-
justed for one-offs was up 9 per cent Y-0-Y and 13 per cent Q-0-Q. Although the
growth rate was not high, this pattern — where PAT growth was higher Q-0-Q than
Y-0-Y — can signal a change in the business cycle. Once the volatile petroleum and
banking & finance, which recorded are growth
in revenues for other sectors aggregated 9.5 per cent Y-0-Y (7.1 per cent Q-0-Q) with
operating profits increasing 18 per cent Y-0-Y and reported PAT 21.4 per cent Y-0-Y.
After adjustment, PAT was up 15.4 per cent Y-0-Y and up 176 per cent Q-0-Q. Taxes
paid rose 13.9 per cent Y-0-Y and Q-0-Q.
mwmmhnpaatdbybwerprmduudtnilandgﬁ.wnh

Many of the studies in the latter ap-
proach combine data from all types of
btai ot

g _ RKAVITHA RAD

benchmarked lgalnsl the average performance of
EMDESs. Th

that in ag-

consequently, over-estimate the tax gap. Further, the
methodology uses tax rates. For corporate taxes in
India, given that we have two regimes in place — one
with fewer exemptions and lower rates, and another
with more exemptions and higher rates — it Is not
clearwhich rate should be used, or what the implica-
tions of changing the reference rate would be.

For personal Income tax, the base considered is
labour income. However, if one analyses the com-
position of non-corporate Incomes reported for pur-
poses of income tax, as reflected in the direct taxes
data, wages and salaries only account for 51 per cent
o!umllnmmelnzuz‘su ‘The rest comprises non-

prop-

ey, amhmmhmnmpulgnlns.
hhpmblethu!hehnefanmmrpuueln-

come tax

too Is under- udmnmdlmhemmo{me

income tax regime. Another factor to consider is the

exemption threshold. It is widely accepted that too

few people/entities pay non-corporate Income tax,

since the mgime has high exemption thresholds. It

would, theref

gregate, the tax gap for India is smaller than the aver-
age for EMDES,

‘This overall result follows from the following:
For personal Income tax and consumption taxes,
the tax gap for Indla ks considerably lower than the
EMDE average, and less than 0.25 per cent of GDP.
On the other hand, the performance on the corpor-
ate income tax and trade tax front is not as good.

The tax gap for income tax is

tries

higher. The results, xherefme. appear lomewh:t

counter-intuitive

of 4 rates. The data foe thi

1s more consistent across countries and hence pro-

vides a better benchmark for performance. Clearly,
in thi b o

the tax gap

and provided within the

above the EMDE average and Is estl-
mated to be above 1 per cent of GDP.
For trade taxes, India’s performance in
tax gap Is similar to the EMDE average,
at0.20 per cent of GDP.

These results are both Interesting

meeounuybecau:sethe

Customs duty structures.

It should be noted that since many countries are
part of free-trade agreements (FTAs) and provide
some concessions or exemptions for specific pur-
poses — as well as set-offs against exports — the
analysis should be interpreted as Indicating the ex-
tent to which India differs from other EMDES. India

have “more”, d

changes from one of asignificantly inef-
ficlent tax collection system to a system
that issimilarto, or even better than, that

poten.
tial revenue. Clearly, this potential rev-

enue ks based f
different countries. The World Bank recently released
areport titled *The South Asia Development Update,
April 2025", whichldopulmmevmudl(ferem:p
proach and arrives at different

that the average EMDE, which in rum implies a
higher tax gap than the average EMD)

‘What is the primary takeaway from this dis-
cussion? I

of other EMDEs in mme tax

revenue per-

On the face of it, this Is di d
the results are challenging, wecnmldﬂthere-

sults for some of these categories of tax revenues.
F«wxpomemom\eux.dnenudyuesmlm

undﬂsxndwhuwecanukelwvy!mmmhrepam
the results are summarised below.
’!’hemldylocusesonemzrglngmmmdde-

tax rates. The average
price-to- elmlny (P/E) ratio for [ndia over the past
five years ranges from 21.59 to 2380, In contrast, the
average for EMDEs lles between 1223 and 1527
(hup

veloping (EMDES) and
perfunnmceoﬂuuxnulorcnepﬂesdum-— -
porate and personal income taxes in direct taxes,
and consumption and trade taxes in indirect taxes.
For each of these categories, India's tax gap is

). A higher P/E ratio sug-
mmummeslnuywnlzvelolmrmw
talisation. It Is, therefore, to be expected that using

i ‘hemudnnd

in the tax as well
as In the structure of the . can provide mis-
leading results. For corporate income tax and non-
corporate income tax, the underlying incomes are
difficult to isolate from broad macro aggregates as
discussed earlier. Any proxy used could behave dif-
ferently across countries.

‘The author is director, National Institute of

market income tax

Policy, New Delhi.

can i the and,

Agriculture’s road to 2047

At the 10th Governing Council meeting of NITI
Aayog, Prime Minister Narendra Modi reempha-
sised the need to make India a developed nation by
2047, coinclding with the centenary of Indepen-
dence. The agriculture sector holds vast potential to

visionary leaders, and ensuring profitable and sus-

Theagri-
tainable farming. cultural extenslon system needs drastic
Research for resilience and India's and ser-
agri-research priorities should focus on Vil apps, farmer
and b hnol cli: Llient online ldvtsury phdocmx whamApp groups, : and
this goal ind digital d re-  YouT

emerge as a driving force in
through innovation, economic strength, and envi-

ronmental sustainability.
lnmepm,mdlmmcuhurewmnuednm
food-i toa

food- lus nation,

per cent Y-0-Y, whil just LS percent Y-o-Yand
PAT was down 2 per cent. However, Q-0-Q PAT grew 19 per cent, which isa sign that
refiners profited from better refining margins and a drop in crude oil/gas prices in
Q4FY25, Banks saw an 88 per cent Y-0-Y rise in income, and after absorbing a whop-
plngzﬂpem:mmlnmm.thzymponmsapcrummeYoYm
positive Auto ancil-
hns.apimlgmds.bg&la.andptmmmnmmlxanmdﬂwmpamY-oV
markin hich

dlel.lmsamahdq)mdsonﬂmﬁxmsxﬂﬂly sano—Qmmiumpol‘

‘There has been a glant leap in food grain production
— from a very low level of 50.82 million tonnes in
1950-51 to an all-time high of 353.06 million tonnes in
2024-25. India used to be a deficit country in most
food commeodities at the time of In-
dependence, but has now emerged
as one of the leaders in agricultural
exports, reaching €4,08 trillion in
2023-24. Indian agriculture has
proved wrong all global projections
of famine and starvation, which

delivery.

Includs

po-
tential of the horticulture, lnlm.lLlnd!heﬂlhEdel

them with

Krishi Vigyan Kendras is
y by agri-
tech a.ld data-driven

services.

sectors. Need-based farm as hubs and skill
cenmg.andmdua.hnolpmhuvesllmsmu h

be key focus areas. In addition, agri-research must  and F: P

support palicy should be

ture, and improved market access. hubs for knowledge dtsemlmﬂw Public- pd\‘am

Sclentists should use new tools for research, such
as CRISPR (to modify the DNA of liv-
Ing organisms) gene editing, remote

models, ol sa-
tlon involvement, and collabaration with rural star-
tups can help create a vibrant extension system.

systems, artificial intelligence (Al)
and machine learning, big data ana-
Iytics,

maodels such as e-Choupal, Mahindra
Samriddhi Centres, and Digital Green should be
scaled up through widespread demonstrations.

R&D: Indk: lock

over 15 per cent, and b high single-digit Y-0-Y growth. smart sensors & 10T devices, and  ts vast pmemumy {nvest-
Profit pu pacml Y-o-Y afterone- had predicted massive food short- automated field robots. This will ingin research (R&D).
oﬁs.mdupzzpeer—&Q)mdnd;m:dPATwasupbyamgeospcrwnYo ages to meet the needs of its grow- funding Oummly. R&D l.n India Is under-in-
Y in infrastructure and 32 per cent in logistics. Two core sectors are also worth ing population. y and vested, Jower than inter-
ent and Power saw 7 per cent growth in ‘The role of agmuhmc;ﬁe: ry collaboration, and greater pnwe ﬂn::ftelbenchmmlndhmendsm@lyabspa
revenues adjusted profits. pharmaceutical g ¥ sector partnershi
"’d’“”""(‘r’r“m‘m“ The i cation, and — will be PKIOSHI Shaping new leaders: Agricul-  tension. At least 1 per cent of India's gross domestic
oL E B Lot ¥ o Wl PAT [urontomupbyslpercm "m.dm mmw__:be:;:_h e runledumlnn:hwldnmebey?h pmduashaudheallocuedmlgnumﬂm;
The concens here are mostly related to the tariff war. IT saw 8.5 per cent revenue many challenges, including declining holding size, turistic vislon. Courses should be updated to include nd
gains.andh\Tyimo{]tpH.ﬁpumﬁ.Wxgmoqmptudmhlbgmmbe climate change, resource d con- Al gri A Indiawill be one where every farmer
sumer and global At el farming, naty yfarming, agri-  has rural
'"‘ i loom large. thy It business and export strat- yunh aspire lo beeolm lgd-muepreneun. innova-
mhammcmmupods(mm)mdumyﬂwmnpmmYoY ing from in clsl egles. learning
mmmgmhamsp:rm!MmMmT Again :"'""‘"". digital with mmm M adoption P‘°‘ comes a P"U“d- profitable, “\dm’rmﬂmﬂ
pression — partly due to intense and partly due to high raw material e - e h‘:’zm
fm?emw‘ww“mmmﬂhmwmm Inthis context, the National Academy of startups. should ensure mmxmu.mm nation by 2047.
to. ¥ rid-class P
toa24percent Y-o-Y fallin PAT. Tw betterthan fou s e s <8
Ndnglhmdvkw theQ-0-Q could mean le is shift- culture by 2047- A Roadmap for Research, Education  the latest trends and edu- ‘Theauthorsare, and
ingi Results FMOG and con- and Extension”. The suggested focus areas include hould sl vici Natlonal Academy of
mmmjmwasnmveryﬂmng.md!gbbalfmdwimsmmsmmm 1 ping  address d Sclences, New Delhi
Nevertheless there are signs of hope.
1 1 11 1 and rebuild the historical that r— e
Decoding XiJinping Thought e i e ;
consistently underscored second. To push the Party and the
hislove of Chinese history. I d party. Xi h and
BOOK ultimate goal is*... to create "one state, Steve Tsangand Olivia Cheung atempt ~ Thus, the push to make dissent, there has beenan h
REVIEW onepeople, one ideology, one party, and mmmwmmuyun/xung Chinagreatagainisa Intensification of high-tech respenanemﬂlymmewla.‘rhe
" The book v | Xi .nnplng nostalgic and nationalistic fthe “for all intents
Intends his Thought to guide the Party in Thmm dinXi's ammpeoplaumerxs.me and purposes XI Jinping Thought] is
steering the country”. Thus, for anyone and where it may be di; d. Given the fthe Party demands from already ideology
‘hina, adeeper hay yin Ch ". He ive defe d abroad-brush but clear outline
and nuanced study of the Xi Jinping China, the book could not have been strategically weaponised lhereﬂme‘iser:umyand of where Xi aimsto take China until 2050
Thought Is essential. el , the idea yby an acceptance of more orat least while he stays in power”.
Xiintroduced the “Xi Jinping ‘What Xl has achieved is of Intrusive party control over ‘The authors have successfully
GUNJAN SINGH Thought on socialism with Chinese “pushed through structural and “historical nihilism®, m their lives. He Is also grooming pslmedapltmreolmclﬂmlmn
characteristics fora new era” at the 19¢h the JINPING by Xland how it
Since the establishment of the People’s Party Congress in 2017, whichwasadded  Pany's the state” and forany Steve Tsang and strengthen the "bond between nxiler regimes. A nuanced reading. llsc
Republic of China under Chinese mﬂnocmmmmnwmme move towards a more Leninist party contradict g‘ ivia Cheung the students and the party-
Gommumul’anylc(]’]!hue limit on the In China, however, the party the idea of history Oxford University state”. Thy h rgue that Xi d h: fa d how
y every leader d insight, Xi Iy the Party. Press has ialcontract  these impact him. But
indelibl hy yofthe is palsed life with no major state; Xiis merely intensifying this XiThought also 296 pages W95 and it app hen th he idea that Xi
party, Chinese politi d Since his “idea of China”. power f the Chinese e Chinese citizens have been re- Thought is situated in Xi himself and he
Mao Zedong and Deng Xlaoping, noone thxlnmughumlxesldemls ideology is critical for him as he peopleandthelrrole is edu to become “patriotic Isthe core of this narvative. Under Xi
h; ch -— “the Party Chinese™. Thus, loyalty tothe Thought, China can follow only one way:
but Xi Jinping i b and politics. The agenda, however, is party not only in name but also in of "arming the brain”. partyis “the Xiway".
being the next onetodo so. clear to him and him only. And because reality,” marking aclear shift from Deng implies that, “loving the Party and the ‘That Is why he sees economic growth
The primary goal of Xi Jinping this agend: Xiaoping natlon are the same thing, and as cruclal because "he cannot afford to
Thought Is to make China great again needto reform and liberalisation. something that any hot-blooded let th y let  Th op
and is driven by the agenda that the decod This There is als ctify Chinese patriot must do”. Healsoasserts  the people turn againstthe Party”. Even  Jindal Global University
o0 oo a: o0 oo a- o0 oo « o0 oo
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Int’l student’s American
dream on the hold

The Trump administration abruptly freezes new visa interviews
for intemational students, disrupting their academic plans
n a move sending ripples through gobal academic circles, the Trump
administration has ordered a temporary suspension on new visa
Interview appointments for international students and exchange visitors.

The decision — spearheaded by Secretary of State Marco Rublo — comes

s part of a broader plan to expand sockal media vetting of all F, M, and )

visa applicants, While US officials describe the measure as “temporary,” its

ramifications may be far-reaching, affecting students, US universities, and

America’s position as a global education hub. The State Department has

directed US © new visa for

student and exchange visitor visas, including the commonly used F-1

(degree programs), J-1 (exchange programs), and M-1 (vocational training).

No timeline has been ghven for when new interviews will resume. The

department cites a planned overhaul of screening and vetting processes,

with expanded scrutiny of applicants’ soclsl media as a central feature.

The Immediate Impact is on students hoping to begin thelr studies in the
US In Fall 2025. With the visa process already requirng weeks to months,
this halt could mean delayed or cancelled plans for thousands of
students who have already secured admission but not yet completed thelr
visa interviews.

In the 2023-2024 academic your, over 1,13 million intemational
students enrolied In US Institutions, a record high, A staggering 71,5 per
cent came from Asla, with India and China being the top contributors. For
many of these students, this sudden freeze introduces uncertainty and
potential deraliment of ife-changing academic and career plans. US

stand to suffer
like New York and Columbla rely
heavlly on tuition h A
Harvard, Yale and dents make up over one-
fifth of thy Harvard, In with the
had its to enrol new

revoked just last week. Losing international stsdents would impact not only
financial bottom lines but also the diversity, innovation, and global
reputation of these Institutions.

Research labs, graduate Itural exchange
all take a hit. While the official reason for the pause is national security
and but It may palitically charged. The move
comes amid escalating tensions between the administration and university
campuses over pro-Palestinian protests and free speech Issues. Though the
administration malntains its focus Is on safety and screening, incidents like

afforts could

this suggest a blurred i ty and
political repression.

The feasibility of this suspension rests on a complex balance. On one
hand, may be viewed as a national

Interest. However, the broad and undefined nature of this pause risks

the US's standing as a of cholos for global
talent. For now, students, universities, and global academic partners are
left in Hmbo,

Daan Faculty of Veterinary Sclences at Sher-e-Kashmir University of

Agricultural Sciences and Te
with Indha's first gene-edi

(SKUAST) Riaz Ahmad Shah
sheep, In Srinagar, PTI

China’s modern warfare without war

Despite boasting formidable military capabilities and engaging in loud sabre-rattling, China consistently avoids
direct military entanglements, choosing instead a path of deception, diplomacy and economic entrapment

hinese philosopher, Sun Tzu
(author of Art of War) has influ-
enced the thinking and policies of

the Chinese leadership, for eons.
Amongst his most potent and famous trea-
thse ks on the military doctrine of asymmet-
rical warfare, which is increasingly relevant
ina VUCA (Volatile, Uncertain, Complex
and Ambiguous) world of constant churn
and dissonance, \
One key feature of expansionist China's
strategy has been to follow Sun Teu's very
cost-efficient dictum of “subduing the
enemy without fighting”. Much has been
made of China's militaristic prowess,
aggressive postures, 6th Generation tech-
nology and weaponry, “Wolf Warrlor”
diplomacy et al, but a quick scan of all
recent global conflicts and wars will show
the stark absence of Chinese boots-on-
ground, despite much noise of China’s posi-
tions on the conflict,
As seen, when the US-NATO abandoned
Afghanistan, in the Israel-Gaza war, Russia-
Ukraine war, or even very recently in the
four-day Indo-Pak conflict, the much-
bandied Intervention by Pakistan's ‘iron-
clad brother' Le, China, was limited to
adopting & pro-Pakistan position, diplo-
matically only.
In India, Tvclﬂully. imagined scenar-  attempting W lrate any, leaving no clear pic-
1o like the “two-front war” led to much  ture if it is pro-Israel, pro-Iran, or even pro-

which would have led to discomforting
al Islands in  dynamics for Delhi,

Australia) and even :unuFrnrMul expan-
fic

slonism (eg, making art

discussion and strategising to ensure deter-
rence and d of a simul

Palestine — mealymouthed platitudes and
Chinese doles (economic) to

conflict along the China-Pakistan border.
The sense of acute vulnerability was
helghtened by the reality of the already-
stretched, resource-constrained, and over-
dcpl‘:{rd Indlan wherewithal, which
would test its ability to take on two pow-
ers simultaneously (one of which would
be China).

Yet again, those fears came to nought
as the Chinese reaction to Indian retali-
ation against China's ally, Pakistan, led to
support in terms of words and not boots-
on-ground, as feared, Has the Chinese
appetite for an all-out conflict waned or
does it prefer to bide its time (with some
sabre-rattling thrown in) and use other
levers to push its agenda?

Despite siding with Putin on the Russia-
Ukradne war, it has remained steadfastly out
of militaristic presence (unlike other coun
tries like North Korea or NATO countries
who have supplied weapons and person-
nel). Similarly, it hasn't exactly swooped
down on the anti-West sensibifities of the
Afghan Taliban or attempted to co-opt the
same despite the vacuum left by the aban-
donment of US-NATO troops,

South China seas) — but do so, without
provoking full-on conventional warfare
\

:hlcht\ftl party looks like lling the
ground, are offered. All this has ensured
that China is the
favourite fallback
option for all illiberal,
autocratic, option-less
or even paralysed
nations when all other
doors close.

But, as the United
States of America
remalng busy piling v
the body “’gl &m‘;
burning precious
amounts of dollars to
pursue prohibitively
expensive wars in the
Middle East, and Afghanistan, or even sup-
Yunlng the Russla-Ukraine war, the

“hinese sit out and instead plough their
resources 1o win over territorles through
economic, diplomatic and technological
influence,

However the Chinese do not shy away
from arm-twisting thelr commerclal imper-
atives (eg, taking over Hambantota port in
Sri Lanka for a 99-year Jease), economic
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Right 8 Sun Tau's pearls of wis-
dom seem apparent in Chinese tactics, "All

The Chinese seem to choose thelr mil-
itaristic target rather selectively as they
shadow-box with the Filipinos on the high
seas, invoke ‘Salami tactics' to creep onto
Bh

warfare s based on deception, Therefore,
when capable, feign Incapacity; when
active, Inactivity. When near, make it
appear that you are far away; when far
away, that you are to lure him; feign dis-
order and strike him, When he concen-
trates, prepare against him; where he is
strong, avoid him. Anger his general and
confuse him, Pretend Inferlority and
encourage his arrogance”

Chinese have become masters at play-
Ing geopolitical mind games which may
suggest a lot, but lead to rather muted
material action, ultimately. Therefore,
while China shows intent (typically to
adopt an antl-US position to attract trac-
thon towards itself) to take a daring posi-
tion, it stays away from militaristic inter-
vention and indulges In sabre-rattling, at
best,

The four-day Indo-Pak conflict may have
resulted in China (along with Turkey and
Azerbaljan) adopting a decidedly pro-

China stance — but the support of the ‘lron .

clad brother” did not extend to it interven-

territory, or even conduct reck-
Jess exercises in proximity to Taiwan — but
remaln cautions in not overstepping their
belligerence,

China understands that intervening
militarily could disrupt its trade, commer-
clal and economic st J:Illly which Is already
under stress with the ensulng US-China
trade war, domestic weakening of demand,
unemployment, and demographic decline,
Therefore ensnaring vulnerable countries
with ‘debt traps’ will remain its most
potent weapon to fructify its expansionist
and hegemonic dreams,

Another aggressive and alternative
means Is via technologlcal-cybersecurity
wherewithal using companies like Huawel
that have ralsed many suspicions, global-
ly. China Is expected to pursue its calcu-
lated “shoot-and-scoot” approach at best
but perhaps not beyond that. As Sun Tzu
also said, “The greatest victory is that which
requires no battle”

(The weiter Is Lt Gon (Retd) and fomser Lt Govemor of

1o cut out entertalnment, which had lots of excitement and,  well and truly doomed. Lust, greed, hate, etc. will keep on rals-

Letters to the Editor

In the violent Middle East theatre too, and cyber coercion (eg, “Volt Typhoon™

Ing militarily or even adopting an aggres-
China seems to please all sides, without  attack on critical infrastructure In

Asdaman and Ncobar Istands & Puducherry.
sive posture along s border with India, Views s

personal)

A common man’s journey to God and self-mastery

SECOND ing thelr ugly heads, and we will succumb helplessly, God could
e ment. And 1 began to do spiritual practices like chanting, 'dar-  have helped because His help is crucial in improving one’s
p mion shana, ‘naman; praying and thanking God for favours done.  nature. But for God to help, one must take His shelter, What
is |5 @ normal feeling for a common man. One starts
wllhkuul hopes: “1 am different; | am very intelligent.’

yes, harmful content. Slowly, I got used to healthy entertain-

The realisation came that God was getting Involved in my life. 1 have realised is that not only ks my nature becoming better

I began to get lots of intuitions by which God was giving me  but my Impious ‘karmas’ of past lives are not able to cripple

subtle hints. [ was receptive and caught on, Solutions to  me; God balls me out every time. (18.58) I feel bad for peo-

which has nothing to do with intelligence as such. "I will  inevitable challenges of life became apparent and life started  ple who are busy ¢unl||g%r their near and dear ones even

show the world that Tam superior” The ‘whankar’ (ego) starts 1o become smooth, 1 was now ready to help my near and dear  in advanced age. What happens when bad ks Jas" man-
to become prominent very early in one’s life, Nothing much  ones. They were already learning from my behaviour. Don't  ifest? Children put their parents in ICUs with little \rmpuby.
happens as life meanders, Middle age arrives, and the reall-  people learn from what we do, not from what we say? If what- This Is the way the world is; we don't learn from the exam-
sation that what was hoped for has not materialised sets In,  ever we say is so good, why don't we practise them ounselves?  ple of Valmikiji, who changed when Naradajl made him realise
This affects physical health and one starts to age, with This fact misses almost everybody. [ can lle all day  the reality. He wus asked to go and check with his famdly mem-
wrinkles and lines becoming more pronounced, and, and tell my children to be truthful, Surely, we arl bers if Uw‘:wld share his punishments on account of the
yes, hair starting to grey. Mental health suffers too, disappointed when children become dishonest, We  bad deeds he was dolng, Valmikifi should be a role model for
with some requiring medical help. Old age starts to complain, but who is listening? The question is:  all of us. Then, everything will change, The balance of life will
show its harmiful effects with loss of memory, unless why don't more people do what 1 did? There are  start 1o get better because God s everything, (7.19) He can
one Is mentally active, not glued mindlessly to tele- many excuses. “Tam not sure it works™ s one. It help kn all aspects of our lives. God beging to reform us, as
vision, If changes are not made, the realisation comes won't work unless we implement what God has ly He can. God knows what our faults are, and how they
that one has Jost. The precious human life has been
squandered. But we don't have to lose; | am one of
thase determined characters who refuses to quit. Nor
will 1 let myy close ones live an ordinary life. What
did I do? I gradually underwent a complete trans-
formation, I got used to very simple, bland foods,
which had high nutritional I doesn't take Jong,
In my case, it was three months or so,

Simultaneously, | started a regimen of walking and
yoga exercises, Physical health started to get better, 1 began

Instructed, It is a matter of personal experlence.  are hurting,

Nothing else will motivate me. Knowledge bs great In my case, It was done on alternate days with one falt taken
but it has to be applied. Another problem is faulty  up. God made me realise that If I want a superior life, I must
nature, which all of us suffer from. Our natures  get rid of It, And God made the next day blissful to prove it.
are made up of the three gunas’ (modes), which  Then, God guides us so that we doa't keep on committing the
are goodness, passion and darkness. They are Jlur same mistakes out of habit, God alerts as only He can, through
sent In vartous proportions in all of us (The  Intuitions. Thes we begin to make our present better and future

vad-Gita 18.40) The more passion we have,  stlll better. But as we are lmited in what we can achleve on

it will be more difficult to persuade ourselves 1o our own, God actively helps,
take shelter in God. And if we have lots of darkness, we are iha walinr i & spiiai -

Views are persossl)
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INDIA'S HISTORIC PUSH FOR
INDIGENOUS 5TH-GEN FIGHTER

Empowering the farmers with science

Kamini Singh, a former sclentist, traded her lab coat
for the flelds of Uttar Pradesh, empowering over 1,000
farmers with organic moringa farming, What began with
a 09 lakh loan transformed Into a thriving business
worth T1.75 crore, demonstrating how sclence and sus-
tainability can uplift lives. Kaminl Singh's journey Is one
that began In the halls of some of India’s top research
institutions — the Central Institute for Subtropical
Horticulture (CISH) and the CSIR-Central Institute of
Medicinal and Aromatic Plants (CIMAP). P

of Moringa cultivation and developed value-added by
cnuluun like Moringa powder, oll, handmade soap,
Moringa tea, Moringa tablets etc,

CIMAP s steering multidisciplinary, high-quality
research in blological and chemical sclences and
extending technologies and services to the farmers and
entrepreneurs of medicinal and aromatic plants (MAPs)
with its research headquarters at Lucknow and Research
Centres at F ! Hyderabad, Pantnagar and
Purara. CIMAP Research Centres are aptly situated in
different agro-climatic zones of the country to facili-
tate multi-location field trials and research, A little more
than 50 years since its inception, today, CIMAP has
extended its wings overseas with scientific collabora-
ton agreements in Malaysia,

JAYANTHY ANANDAMBAL | MUMBAI

SEBI new chief's pitch for transparency Monsoon drowns Mumbal A R e —
The new SEBI chairman, Tuhin Kanta Pandey, has  Around 250 mm torrential rains lashed Indias “financlal paiicy. The Deflnce Minister's m-u'uun-mum,u
acknowledged the gaping holes at the helm given the alle-  capital” and “vibrant city” Mumbal on Monday. The del- dodsion 1o manufacture Indigencus I propelling tnchnolagical innavation The
gatlons levelled by Hindenburg Research against former  uge brought sordid memorles of 2005, 2017, and 2020 back. generution advanced fighter jets with surge In related companies’ shares post-
SEBI chatrman, Madhabi Purt Buch, for indulging in cor-  Mumbal is known to reel under heavy rains around not
Tupt practices, July-August, merely & policy, but o fdence

Moreover, when MLAs, MPy, and even Judges of High This time around, the monsoon arrived In advance but India’s pride, security, and emongence as & This s not just a policy but a resolve to
Court and Supreme Court do not shy away from disclos-  there was a clear IMD waming about the same. Visible mis- ol superpower. This step bresks De estatibsh Indla as an Invingibie force on

Ing their assets and labilities publicly, SEB] also should  ery caused to thousands of people due to heavy downpour, shackies of forelgn depandency in the e gobal stage.
come out clean. In this respect, the ¢ of a high- Nowing drains ar logging was there to see. The dofence sector, ushering Indla into a new The path of solf-sellant defence will not
level ¢ for ging conflict of interests and dis-  Important message that emanates from the massive year- o of sal-rellance. only make India secure but also
closure for the regulator’s board members is a step in the  ly raing s clear: ke many major cities of the country, For decades, indin's ralance on empowsred. Indla’s
right direction. Mumbal Is paying the price for massive urbanisation and olence ecuipment fod ©0 Goligs In eupply,  Geciuion 1o buld Indigenous AW

At a time when millions are entering the stock mar-  poor plannr::g, tochaical constraints, and politiost Generrtion fighter jets marks &
ket, the number of demat accounts now exceeds 170 mil- — Due to its geography, ralnwater absorption and empty- prossures, challonging our military r 100 1n dofance and sol
lion with account holders all over the country; thelr faith  ing is extremely vital for the city to secure itself from water- Sgh, -t 'lm capabilty mmm‘:‘:’m

in the market regulator and the efficient functioning of  logging and flooding, Unfortunately, the necessary water inthy ry ) ¥
the market must be fortifled. When we consider the  ac ! P s still 1o be elfective- ﬂ'!_’_"‘ 1080 In warkers, this chaslogs w reates jobs,
market regulator’s wide ambit of Influence, any line Iy put in place. Old dralnage systems require an urgent look- Examples
bﬂw«bn?; l:',\alk;’( r‘e‘guhlm and the regulated yenmy ||‘1‘.lpr|:‘ulnvl:|;ﬂrm II: uldn;g:un are cl:zguﬁ by vl:?;:l‘ nm’fv o the Brahhos """'. 3 mncw!"""'“"".“" .
must be fully disclosed. rlals, Ineffective drainage systems put a on the A pinlond ' sty pré w,,""

The sooner this ambiguity is removed, the better it final outhets that empty into the sea, The blu“nc groundwa- ﬂ.:,“ py.::: ::::: m mm:u-;mm | BARWANI
would be for the financial and economic health of the  ter absorption system has taken o hit by the concretisation
country. Transparency and clear separation between reg-  of lands. Removal of encroachments, a move that can

ulator and regulated are essential to uphold market integrl-  address most of the rain problems, Is not forthcoming for BaE

ty and protect India’s growing base of retail investors,  obvious reasons. -y it

VLAY SINGH ADNIKARI | NAINITAL

GANPATI BMAT | ANDLA
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Climate resilience must be at the core of growth

Without embedding climate and disaster resilience into its core development strategy, the nation could face escalating disruptions that

threaten not only its economy but also the livelihoods, infrastructure, and future of its people

stone by becoming the worlds fourth-largest

economy, surpassing both Japan and Germany,

This achievement highlights the country’s strong
economic growth, expanding lternational influence,
and Increasing economic resilience. As India aspires
to become a fully developed nation by 2047,
marking the hundredth anniversary of its indepen-
dence, there Is a strong sense of optimism that
prevails, Nevertheless, this asg s overshadowed
by significant challenges, especially those arising from
climate change and natural disasters. If India does not
incorporate climate and disaster resilience
into its fundamental development goals, it may jeop-
ardise the numerous economic gains it has worked
%0 hard to achieve,

The effects of climate change and associated dis-
asters pose serlous limitations an development, dis-
rupting business activities, damaging infrastructure,
and nmwdmng supply chains — concerns that are
particularly relevant for developing countries like
India, With the rising frequency and severity of cli-
mate-related disasters, thelr impacts are being felt
across multiple sustainable development goals, espe-
clally those assoclated with economic growth, trade,

1 bill

Im.hu has recently achieved a remarkable mile-

energy,

ty, and public heallhq'lww escalating risks not only
slow progress but also reveal how specific develop-
ment priorities can increase vulnerability to disasters
and chimate change through emissions, land-use mod-
Hications, and exposure to hazards. Consequently, a
comprehensive and proactive strategy for climate and
disaster resilience is essential.

India’s distinct geography — characterised by trop-
Ical monsoon systems, a 7,500-kilometer-long coast-
line, and the seismically active Himalayan reglon —
along with its socio-economic realities, makes it one
of the most disaster-prone nations in
the world. On average, the country
encounters five to six cyclones
each year, with two or three usual-
ly classified as severe. Unpredictable
monsoan patterns lead w recurring
floods in major river basins, Over
the past two decades, India has
faced significant econamic losses
due to extreme weather events,
which have severely undermined
development progress, A 2022
report from the National Institute
of Disaster Management (NIDM)
and the United Nations Office for
Disaster Risk Reduction (UNDRR) stated that India
experlenced economic damage of around $80 billion
between 1999 and 2020 due to floods, cyclones,
droughts, and earthquakes — events whose frequen-
cy and severity have been worsened in the recent past,

Numerous high-profile disasters highlight the con-
nection between climate — Induced events and set-
backs in development. The Chennal floods of 2015
impacted over three million individuals, disrupted

SATENDRA
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mare than 20,000 small and medium enterprises and
resulted In damages estimated at $2.25 billion.
Likewise, the Kerala Noods of 2018 — considered the
worst in a century — affected 5.4 million people, dam-
aged over 10,000 km of roads, and caused losses
exceeding $4.3 billion, The tourism sector, contribut-
Ing 12 per cent to the state’s GDP, halted operations,
and recovery needs were estimated at $3.8 billion, In
2020, Cyclone Amphan struck West Bengal and
Odisha, resulting in damages estimated at $13
billion, disrupting infrastructure, agriculture,
and livelihoods across both states.
The agriculture industry, which employs
almost half of India’k workforce, has proven to be
particularly susceptible to severe weather.
According to the Food and Agriculture
Organisation of the United Nations (FAQ) 2023
report, The Impact of Disasters on Agriculture
and Food Security 2023 Avoiding and
Reducing Losses Through Investment in
Resilience, approximately 23 per cent of the over-
all economic losses resulting from disasters are
Incurred by the a.ﬂ:nlmr\' sector. This highlights
the sector’s considerable susceptibility to natural haz-
ards such as droughts, loods, and storms. The report
emphasises the urgent need for investment in
restlience to mitigate these impacts. In India, repeat-
ed droughts in states like Maharashtra, Rajasthan, and
Karnataka have resulted in consistent crop fallures,
worsening rural hardship and leading to significant
mi atlon. Accoeding to the World Bank’s Climate
Risk Profile for Indta (2021), climate-related catastro-

4 e

e&m could potentially decrease Indias GDP b} up to
2.8 per cent each year. Information from CREDS EM-
DAT database (2023) shows that flooding constitutes
nearly 50 per cent of all disaster-related financial oss-
s in the country. The disruption of livellhoods, mass
displacements, collapse of infrastructure, and halts
In economic activities further strain public finances
and obstruct developmental progress, particularly in
reglons most vulnerable to climate impacts,

Major urban centres in India, which are essential
to the nation’s economic development, are becom-
ing lmmnln}dy vulnerable to extreme weather phe-

t

nomena, Citles such as Mumbai, Delhi, Chennal,
Hyderabad Bengal
i g

and Kolkata frequently expe-
rlence flooding, heat waves, storms, and unusually
heavy rainfalls. These occurrences damage infrastruc-
ture, diseupt transportation systems and interfere with
easentlal services. Megacitles like Delhi and Mumbai,
which have high population densities and depend
heayily on climate-sensitive infrastructures, are par-
ticularly at risk.

Recently, Mumbal experienced its wettest May in
over a century, with a month’s worth of rainfall falling
I just 24 hours, This record-breaking ralnfall flood-
ed roads, disrupted flights and local trains, and caused
parts of the newly constructed Worll underground
station on Metro Line-3 to become non-operational,
Meanwhile, the National Capital Region (NCR) and
Dedhl faced severe, off-season rainfall and dust storms
that damaged infrastructure, caused power outages,
uprooted trees, and halted traffic. In May 2025, unex-
pected storms followed by heavy rains compromised

Lokmata Ahilyabai Holkar: The embodiment
of dharma and good governance

he development of any country depends
Tun the we!lune policies of the Government

and its good governance system. The
history of India Is full of storles of such rulers
who did a lot for the development and
upliftment of the country. One such name s
Punyashlok Maharani Ahllyabal Holkar.

Her welfare policies inspire Governments
even today. This year s her 300th birth
anniversary and the entire country Is celebrating
her legacy. She was born on May 31, 1725, in
Chaundi village of Ahmednagar (Ahilya Nagar)
district, The Bharatlya Janata Party, under the
leadership of its National President Shri agat
Prakash Nadda )i, has dedicated a 10-day
campaign from 21 May to 31 May in the
memory of Lokmata Ahilyabat.

Inspired by the multi-Taceted personality of
Maharani Ahilyabal Holkar and her life’s deeds,
BIP workers are working to spread the poor
welfare schemes of Honourable Prime Minister
Shri Narendra Modi and his resolution of
“Vishwaas se Virasat” to the people, This
work is being accomplished through
intellectual - dialogues, exhibitions,
competitions  among  students,
cleanliness of temples and ghats, aartis
and processions. State Governments
and local administrations have also
named many schemes and Institutions
after Maharani Ahilyabal Holkar,

Western scholars spread
propaganda about India and sald that
"Hindu governance was chaotic”
James Mill wrote that “India was a
morally hollow and selfish soclety
which was not governable” whereas in
Western countries, terrible atrocities
were being committed In the name of religion,

In India, Ahilyabal Holkar established a
welfare Dharmarajya, In India, Dharma is a
broad concept which paves the way for
economic and moral progress. Dharma teaches
the path from earning money and development
of human qualities in personal life to salvation,

For the rulers, it teaches policies and plans to
Increase economic prosperity and in personal
life, it teaches one’s relationship with mutual
cordial behaviour, soclety, nature etc,

This has been conveyed by sage Kanada in
Vaisheshik Sutra: “Yato abhyudaya nkshreyas
siddhi: sa dharma”™ which translates to “That
which leads to both Abhyudaya (matertal well-
being) and Nishreyas (spiritual well-being), is
Dharma."

In India, the rule based on religion is
considered to be the ideal rule, in which
everyone s happy and healthy. That is,
economic prosperity from the material polnt of
view, policies that provide a healthy life to all,
mutual  love, fear-free environment, an

environment in which everyone can
follow their religious duties, such an
environment became an example of
an ideal state. Such a capable rule
was given by Lord Shri Ram, so
Ramrafyu became an Ideal and
exemplary state for all, Many kings

Construction of innumerable temples Including
all the Dhams, all the Jyotirlingas, all the Shakti
Peethas, construction  of  river  ghats,
arrangement of Dharamshalas for the stay of the
travelers, this is a serles of incomparable works
done by her,

She also had a role in the reconstruction of
Badrinath, Ked:

like Emperor Vik ditya, Raja

Bhoj, Emperor Harshvardhan tried

to follow this ideal of Ramrajya,

Rulers like Maharana  Pratap,

Chhatrapati  Shivajl  Maharaj

sacrificed their lives to protect these

values during foreign Invasions,

Ahilyabal was also a queen who
followed these eternal values.

Ahilyabai took over the rule of Malwa state in

767 after the death of her father-in-law. Due to
her devotion towards Narmada, commercial and
strategic skills, she made Maheshwar on the
banks of Narmada her capital. She ruled this
state for 28 years tll her death, Schemes for the
development of farmers, providing land to
landless farmers, tribal development, making
her rule crime-free, employment-oriented
economy, women empowerment, production of
Maheshwarl sarees for her and soldier welfare
were the specialties of her rule. She also created
a women army by forming a military contingent
of 500 women. Maheshwar sarees even today
reflect her women-centric industrial policy. Due
to her affection towards the people, the public
gave her the title of Lokmata,

Along with the economic development of her
state, she also played an important role in the
cultural upliftment of India. Even after being the
queen of Malwa state, she did the work of
cultural upliftment through Aasetu Himachal,
which reveals her pan-India  vision,

th located in the Himalayas,
Lord Shri Vishwanath located in Kashi,
Somnath, Dwarlka,  Puri  Jagannath,
Rameswaram, The number of these works done
by her across the country is over 12,500, Its
specialty is that she got this work done from her
own wealth, not from the treasury, Starting a
Sanskrit school and honoring scholars reveals
her deep interest in education.

Shivakaminl Ahilyabal considered her rule as
the rule of Shiva, For this reason, his name was
not inscribed on his Government seal but “Shri
Shankar: Aagye Varunah® was inscribed. She
used to run her rule with full sacrifice
considering service Lo the people as service to
God. While describing a good king, Vidur Niti
nzn: “Chakshusha Manasa Vacha Karmana Cha
Chaturvidham,

Prasadhayati yo lokam tam loko nu prasidati™ Il

It means “the king who pleases his subjects
with his eyes, mind, speech and deeds, his
subjects are pleased with him. Due to these
qualities, Maharani Ahilyabal Holkar was
honoured with the title of Punyashlok”.

On the 300th birth anniversary of Maharank
Ahilyabal, let us commit ourselves to the welfare
of the world by becoming the centre of good
governance and cultural renalssance, This will
be a true tribute to Lokmata Ahllyabal.

(The ssthor is the National Joist General Secretary of BIP.
Views expressed ase personal)

public infrastructure, leaving ty
dated. These events indicate a significant, dimate-led
transformation in urban weather patterns and high-
light the pressing need for resilient Infrastructure and

cally dry areas inun-

urban planniny

The financial burden of disasters Is primarily shoul-
dered by state Governments. Rellef efforts, emergency
medical assistance, and evacuation costs exert pres-
sure on public finances, particularly as revenues from
sectors like tourlsm and agriculture decline. While
states that experience fewer disasters can often
manage these expenses internally, more vulnerable
states typically depend on central assistance or
borrow from financial markets, which Increases
public debt and diverts resources from long-term
development goals. Procedural challenges in access-
Ing lh?';um Disaster Response FunT including
spending limits and bureaucratic red tape, further hin-
der reawcr{wpﬂxem

Beyond the economic impacts, disasters worsen
soctal nequal d obstruct Inchusive develop
In Chennai, major companies relocated their oper-
ations while informal workers and small exporters
suffered heavy losses, In Kerala, the cancellation of
tourist reservations drove small business owners and
hamestay operators into debt. These trends recur with
each disaster, displacing vulnerable communities,
often into urban areas that are similarly at risk.

There is no doubt that India has made significant
progress in disaster preparedness. The nation has
dcvel:ﬁfd advanced cydone warning systems and an
expanding array of disaster shelters. Nevertheless, sub-
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stantial policy and institutional deficits persist,
Disaster risk financing in India remalns largely reac-
tive, relying on budget reallocations after disasters
occur. Financlal instruments like catastrophe bonds,
parametric insurance, and resilience bonds — wide-
Iy used In regions like the Caribbean and Mexico —
are still in the experimental phase within India.
Barriers such as high premiums, inadequate actuar-
fal data, and ambiguous regulatory frameworks
impede their broader adoption,

India possesses a significant opportunity to take
the lead in this domain. The nation’s effort to estab-
lish the Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure
(CDRI), now supported by the G20, offers a robust
basls for integrating disaster resilience into infrastruc-
ture planning 1 The effec of
this initiative will rely on n[lpllng it with miajoe nation-
al programs like the PM Gati Shakti master plan, as
well as state-level climate adaptation strategles.,

What India requires Is a development paradigm
focused on climate resilience. All future infrastruc-
ture developments — such as hq{r d tradns, solar
parks, smart citles, and coastal myi — should
be assessed for thelr exposure to various hazards and
designed 1o withstand the climate challenges expect-
ed by 2050 and beyond. Early warning systems need
1o expand beyond just cyclone notifications to include
alerts for flash floods, lightning-prone areas, and
cloudbursts in hilly regions. Fiscal resilience must be
enhanced through a structured approach
1o disaster risk financing that merges strong disas-
ter response resources with innovative financlal
strategles and contingent credit options,
Environmental protections — including stricter land-
use regulations, nature-based solutions, and ecosys-
tem restoration — should be integral to national
development frameworks.

Global research indicates that investing a sin-
gle dollar in disaster preparedness can save up to
seven dollars during recovery and response,
However, disaster prevention and preparedness still
garner only a small share of climate finance, If
India harnesses its demographic advantages and
advancements in technology to enhance robust
infrastructure, pmmulz- COII\I“\HI"Y‘I)“&'III&‘!’
adaptation, and implement efficient risk financ-
ing, It can transform disaster risks into opportu-
nitles, This would lead to inclusive and sustain-
able development. The next two decades are crit-
ical, Whether natural disasters continue to drag
down development or become a driving force for
better planning and innovation will depend on the
policy decislons made today. As India looks for-
ward to celebrating & century of independence in
2047, embedding climate and disaster resilience
at the core of its development strategy Is not mere-
ly wise — it Is a national necessity.

(The weiter is  former Exscutive Dimctor, Natiosal Institute of
Disaster Management, GOI and former Disector, SAARC Disaster
Managemest Centre. Views ase personal)

India’s Soaring Cooling Demand: A
call for energy-efficient choices

ndial rapld economic expansion and urban trans-
Il'umulux\ have fueled an unprecedented rise in

energy demand. One of the most visible outcomes
of this growth Is the surge in electricity consump-
tion, wﬁu‘h has climbed from 136 gigawatts (GW)
1201314 t0 243 GW in 2023-24, On May 30, 2024,
the country recorded an all-time high of 250 GW
in peak power demand. This trend shows no Mﬁl‘l
of dowing, with a major contributor being the
Increasing need for cooling solutions amid rising tem-
P and expanding urban popul

In 2024 alone, sales of alr conditioners (ACs)
Jumped 40-50 per cent, underscoring the
growing demand for indoor climate control,
Looking ahead, summer 2025 Is expected to see a
further 9-10 per cent rise In peak electricity
demand, driven heavily by cooling needs. Already,
fans and ACs contribute to nearly half of house-
hold electricity usage in urban India. Yet, despite
this, only about 3 per cent of households use super

far exceed the initial price difference, Studies indi-
cate that the overall cost of ownership can be reduced
by up to 17 per cent, making high-efficiency mod-
els not only environmentally sound but financlally
wise,
The ‘Mileage’ Rating for ACs
To help consumers make informed decisions, India
introduced the Indian Seasonal Energy Efficiency
Ratlo (ISEER) system for air conditioners. ISEER ks
akin 10 a "mileage” label for ACs, measuring cool-
Ing output per unit of energy consumed across sea-
sonal varkations, A higher ISEER rating signifies bet-
ter energy performance, For Instance, a 5-star AC
with an ISEER value of 5.0 or more Is comparable
10 a car giving 30 kilometers per litre, whereas a 3-
star AC with a 3.5 rating might be closer to 20 km/1.
Over time, this difference translates into substantial
electricity bill savings — making 5-star ACs a smart
larly in climates like Indias, where

energy-efficient celling fans. The primary barrier
is affordability, as these fans typically carry
a higher upfront cost, Addressing this
aulindabllxll;glp I$ not just an econom-
Ic concern but also a strategic impera-
tive. Encouraging the widespread adop-
thon of energy-efficient cooling appli-
ances offers India a unique opportuni-
ty to ease grid stress, reduce energy con-
sumption, and enhance long-term
energy security.

Peak Demand

Every year, India adds between 10 and
15 million new AC units. By 2035, the
country could see as many as 150 mil-
lon mare installed. Alongside ubiquitous
celling fan usage, this surge creates a sharp season-
al Increase in electricity demand — particularly dur-
ing the hottest months, This seasonal peak puts
Immense strain on power Infrastructure, often
leading to blackouts, increased procurement costs for
electricity providers, and unrellable supply for con-
sumers, In this context, improving the efficiency of
cooling appliances becomes not just a household issue
but a natlonal peiority. By reducing the load on the
v grid, energy-efficient appliances can help sta-
m lge ek-ru;"slzy supply. i y

Total Cost of Ownership

Many consumers hesitate to purchase energy-effi-
clent appliances due to their slightly higher price
tags. However, these appliances often save signif-
icant money over time. The concept of Total Cost
of Ownership (TCO) Includes not just the initial
purchase price, but also the operating costs over

ANIMESH
MISHRA

summer ux'xllng‘nwd}n are Intensive,
Why BLDC Fans Makes Sense?

Cetling fans are the most widedy used cool-
Ing appliances in Indian homes and
often operate for 15 to 18 hours a day,
especially in warmer reglons. Traditional
induction-based fans typically consume
70-80 watts, while energy-efficient BLDC
fans require only 28-35 watts. At the
household leved, this translates into sav-
ings of utm 15 per cent on electricit
While a BLDC fan costs around IN
2,700 compared to INR 1,300 for a con-
ventional fan, the difference can be
recouped in under 18 months through
energy savings. After that, the fan oper-
ates almost cost-free for the remainder of its 7-8 year
lifespan, Widespread adoption of BLDC fans could
have a transformative effect. If every Indian house-
hold installed just two such fans and operated them
for 15 hours dally, national savings could exceed INR
78,000 crore annually.

Debunking the Wattage Myth

One common misconception ks that higher wattage
means better perf ce. This s ding
is especially prevalent in the lighting space, where
consumers often belleve that a 9-watt bulb s
brighter than a 6-watt one. Wattage Indicates ener-
gy consumed — not brightness. Efficlency-focused
technologles like LEDs produce more lumens per
wtt, meaning a well-desi 6-watt LED can actu-
ally uulrerf(-m a 9-watt bulb. The benefits of ener-
gy-efficient cooling extend far beyoad individual sav-
ings. Environmentally, these contribute to reduced

\

the product’s lifespan, High-efficlency appll

like 5-star ACs and BLDC (Brushless Direct
Current) fans consume up to 50 per cent less power
annually compared to their less efficlent counter-
parts. Over 8 1o 10 years of use, these savings can

[ gas Pr g Indiss com-
mitment under the Parls Agreement,

(The writer s Chief General Manager (CGM) at Energty
Efficiency Services Limited (EESL). Views are persosal)
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Jolt for Trump tariff plan

Uncertainty will nevertheless continue as
the US President is unlikely to back down

setback to President Donald Trump's weaponisation of tariffs to

pressurise nations — especially those that registered persistent

bilateral trade surpluses — to strike deals that are more favourable
to the US.On Wednesday, a three-member panel of federal judges ruled that
the US President had overstepped his authority to impose tariffs on nearly
every countryaround the world, This ruling effectively blocks him from levy-
ing the steepest tariffson China and other major trading partners as the fed-
eral law did not grant hlm unbo\mded aulhodt)" todo $0. Before Trump
2.0,n0 US presids
F:nnmnk Powers Act — ded to address " al and
threats during a national emergency — to levy duties on virtually mry
natinn 'hrlffumno( pmomﬂs l977hw‘11\eClTahosaldtha( theUS Con-

dowith oth:

T HE US COURT of International Trade (CIT) has delivered a major

hatisnotoverriddenbythe - lemergency pow-

imp iffs guard the US
While this landmark ruling would doubtless be a relief t like
India — that is scrambling to ink the first tranche of a bilateral trade deal to
avert the threat of Trump's I tariffs — itis p tkthe
bubbly. The global tead a inhighlyuncertainasthe US

Preddemhunllkdymbadtdownﬁww torm,hhadmlnlsmumlmme

diately fledanap fthe CIT. The decis
of this n-based body can be appeal ‘(otthSCounoprpuh
forthe Federal Circuitin Washi d

Cmm l.hal is padmd with 'rrump s nomlnm It bears memlon that days
before i Illr yofmm
merce A Lutnick, 18 Trade
secretary of treasury Scott Bessent, and m’eury of state Marco Rubln told
the CIT that an adverse ruling could imperil negotiations, stating
that the ongoing ceasefire between India and Pakistan — which averted a
full-scale war between nuclear powers — was achieved by Trump offering
both nations greater trading access with lhe US.

The rullngol‘ theCIT hel b

trikea deal that lybei

fire. Trump, for his part, is not making it any easier with his
ments that India has "offered a deal where basically they arewilllng to lit-
erally charge us no tariffs” That is far from being the case although India
has no doubt c{!end d!tp cuts in levies to provide gnalzr market access

1 space for India to
under

forUS go in high mqm [? -uhhlfy
pmdncls.'mmlnneed forsimilar that

poll:y space on mm (arlﬂbarrlcn like Ilanm, standards including qual-
ity 1l | property rights. Taking lessons from our

free trade agreemem with the UK, there is no need to agree to rules that
weaken our patenll reglme md lhrealen Induxtry‘n ablllty to produce
affo islikely

before l\me 25, Lhere is abwlutelynowamnl to hasten our trade negotia-
tionswhile the Trump administration’s appeal against the historic CIT rul-
ing winds its way through the legal system.

Wall Street interns are
safe from Al. Here's why

SUMMER IS HERE. And for a select cohort of college students, that means swapping
Ixtumhal]lfarlradh\gﬂwnamlmnhwmnufnrwﬂlsmufﬁmmlmlmh
next few gl p at Gold: Qach

1d define thet
careers.

dother major What awaltsth

Getting there, hawever, i

whmmnyu(n-mnudycddmn&dubwllupmommorelhanayuuoul.
y

Thebank's 2024
Imandmnwm)l!,()ﬂ)a‘;plkanmhljoo ~ an acct e rate of
0.9%, JPMorgan revealed at its investor day last year that it had received 493,000
applications lnf abou( 4 ooo pomhm Mary Erdoes, head of the asset and wealth
blawhg’mh«hlehﬂ\eﬁrm‘rlpe

I)M

with thubikym pick talent* from
Hamni L

Goldman's
al:u'phnmuuwuarwnd 5%, with roughly one-sixth the numhemfap;il-nu it

forms that make it muzr for students to dhwvzr and aprpfy for upparmnme- UK—

1,
nl’bﬁappnnnumeadld\hynr.whom 54 last year, leading to 4.73 Inravtmper
candidate and 0.88 offers — equivalent to one offer
forevery 75 applications. Success clusters at the top:
1096 of the candidates claim 44%of all nﬁtn.

NDIA'S BROKING INDUSTRY has
long operated under a framework
that restricted its ability todiversify
or expand, despite evolving client
expectationsand the changing nat-
ure of financial services. New-age inves-
tors increasingly prefer platforms that
offera full range of financial services, be-

® BEYOND THE BULL
AMENDMENT OF SECURITIES CONTRACTS (REGULATIONS) RULES BRINGS BOTH RELIEF AND OPPORTUNITY

Brokers get a side hustle

SANDEEP PAREKH

Managing partner, Finsec Law Advisors

,tules
B(1)(f) and 8(3)(0) oflhe Securms Con-

WWW.FINANCIALEXPRESS.COM

@ LABORIOUS TASK
NITI Aayog Vice Chairperson Suman Bery

A particular dimension of Viksit Bharat is the
urgency of raising labour productivity. This is
very much an area where the private sector
has an important role to play

ent

of surp

now invest in gmup firms or other busi-
nesses, provided such investments are
made using proprietary funds,do not lead
to contingent liabilities, and are routed

For the bmhng industry, this reform
b b d: Diver-

tracts (Regulation) Rules, 1957 (SCRR), hdnfchmyovervdmwuld “any busi- sisingthat onlythe C id mak into non-

imposed I brokers = ness"entail, 7 changestoth, P

from engaging in any business outside SCRR.Imp the D ffid. g vly
di This | forbrokers.A series of circulars issued by  drewacritical b doing | defined lated activities not

regulatoryarchitecture,rooted inadiffer- ~ the tock ge (NSE),prob-  business " noting | only stifles innovation but also distorts

ent era of market activity, umeunduln-

h th 3

_L-‘I v
ard of India’s (Sebi) in2022to

into multi-service phtfnm mmpzﬂng

clarify the scope of permissible activity

that

ment and ﬂnandal liability whereas the
latter —wh

tedor dll’fertnily regu;;d phy!r‘s’llh
fintechy NBFCs,orwealth

went on to prohibit brokers from invest- _dld.... agers. i ver-
non-| hanl(lng nnanrhl mmpankn ing even in group firms enpged in non- Rncngnlllngtheopenﬂaml challen- i P
(NBFCs), luded  ges theDEA = nceon linked income. For
Inasignificant move poised to recali- passive, capital-only made  issued ...sdyzozs instance, a group entity may provide tax
d andnot ing he rule. It acknowledged the br- planning, estate advisory, or loan distrib-
the Depaxmcnl of Economic Affairs | client funds. The circulars oking ecosystem had mo- ution services which complement core
(DEA) o 4 Antad dthe. of *any ¥ king detheren-
May 19 amending rules 8(1)(f)and 8{3)(f). business” so broadly that Fortoo long, the  dels and now d ded ulator Sunkess
virtually any strategic capi- i P ion of tomanage sur- | This,inturn,enh.
)l tal ide tradi q
1t r e tradi rule 8 was guided ' F ioes, . in cyclical marlra: thzu
ge Wag: W - and grow responsibly. Cru- trading’
ing in "business” provided they donot | strued asaviolation. by maximum clally, targ For| of rule
Involve clis - The result was interpre- i rather Bwas Idedbymnlmumcnmplhna
bility for Thi t hand regulat- than risk-based were excessive, especially rather than risk-based assessment. This
long by hadcl Y Thedistine- when brokerswere already | change marks a shift towards regulatory
investmentactivity, particularlyingroup ~ tion between business assessment segregating client assets | prop
entities and otheradjacent sectors, operations and capital under Sebi’s k effe

Rules 8(1)f) and 8(3)f) of the SCRR

deployment began to blur,
making it difficult for brokers to deter-

This paved the way for pub-
lic feedback, evaluating whether the in-

imwmunrwamm;m ;)hyl

pital interm-

from engagi h I minewhatwas p was P f8(1)(fand 8(3)()hadout- | ediation, g
loyee, in"any business" ahermandmo( not found into  lived their reg y utility, y h verdue. It rein-
{ actions and market-wide '3 h d forces the principle that regulation must
qxuabmhrmagmlnminvdﬂmps compliance pressure, pushing brokers Thy strikes Py -
sonal financial lability. It dedto  intoap vh ance, It d o age risk but to avoid rigidity. The move to
ensure a broker,whether applying forad- d R Yy d client asset p does it lign reg y -
155 kexchangs In one such high-profile case, Kotak penth diversifi lities is an example of responsive gover-
istered, did not expose itself to IR circularbefore cation. It listens to feedback. It not only
business risks that could th y High Court,arguing ck  madebya trading member shallnotbe | restores balance but also sets a precedent
fent stab- legisl. date to in*business’, exc- for based
ity Theaim wasstraightforward:toring-  effectively rewrite the contours of rule 8 eptwheresuch Ivec policymaking, one that fi
fence client assets and ensure abroker’s o, itly,todirect ubrnit funds, client or b by prud d prog

other activities don't undermine its core
inth 1

arestructuring plan over its legacy invest -

that create financial liability on the bro-

P p k ments, The ﬂnancc ministry throughits  ker. This is not a blanket exemption. The Co-authored with Nammecta
But overthe! th gl P inanaffi- carve-out ' '3 Shankar and Manas Dhagat,
suffer i andthe ' davit empha- he reg yobjective of p gcli- Finsec Law Advisors

Are we game for collaboration?

India needs greater collaboration and equality in action,

BHAVIT SHETH

COO0 and co-founder, Dream11 & Dream Sports

where public and private institutions, corporates, and
entrepreneurs pool efforts to improve its sports ecosystem

FION A VSIV young age,a number of

at only 0.1%. Similarly, while the giobal
related

slasm for sports — local community cen-

P Indiaat
mhwmnmldmﬂm alotof
this talent wanes over time, with key fac-

amp?;ymnnl is 2-4%, India’s share is
notably lower, at 0.5%. This gap is on

tres, of sports as course
modules, hnlth literacy programmes,
and sports facilities in and outside

’ s oy

Many of Dream Sports Foundations'

ward and forward linkages to complete
the current chain of actions in the Indian
sports ecosystem — starting from talent
identification at the lnsﬂmlhnal level to

g account g corpo-

ithiet and rep rates, and acad etc. have p d i in sports sclence assess-
along with fi PP career  to work towards grassroots ments,wh dwith
advancement. development. The Laureus Sports for India’s grassroots ecosystem, can help

While India houses one of the largest
youth populations, the success rate in
global sporting events is still not propor-
tionate, bringing to light a stark dicho-
tomy.As much as 660 of our population
isrepresented by youths, but only 10% of

Despl

man, As one
(nlm’er summer analyl( put it: “People complain
about working hours in banks, but for me they were

lem. Yes, th Syt e
some 4 am spikes, but | enjoy intensity” It's not all

about endurance, h. Blackstone President Jon
M AR c Gray advised interns at their welcome presentation
year
% nl
RUBINSTEIN oo’ addngthat treatingpeoplenicslycan
Bloomberg The prize makes it all worthwhile. As well as the
pay (interns take home the equivalent of up to
§125,000in p fills the majority of full-time
entry-level pollllrmnl major vhich explicitly design their around
these 10 g doesn'tg the
i d dat 62%in 2023-24,its lowest in more
tlnn five yun.xmtdlng to the Nallnnal Assoclation of Colllgu and Employers —
P Wi pos
L d had 169 openanalyst posi-

tions in 2023 and ammgh it r:ceived 61.000:pp|lcalm the majority were filled

vh lmemmlpn'ccmluanmlry level jobat Blackstone is 12 umalmdammpl

"Chief Officer d.*Idoubt |

-un(hal'ngrut thirq; Fortunately for him, the

peliney I lystin 199 2.At Gold-

man Sachs, Dan Dees, co-head of banking joined fresh fro Y
h L Th in P tothe top.

pl a hip asarth-

1 d 1 Iy Excel

and data analysis, which analyst

mndelllm, pitch bool( %

ours, interns

'8 B
to power ugh sp

dsh d slides.
Yetthep t

ve leaders, T n Jess time

ying ping oday’ "
on mechanical tasks, but theyre still learning to think like bankers, manage client
relationships, and navigate high-pressure environments under deadline pressure,
Thue skills — rudlng dlcnu. -mxrurlng deals, managing teams — remain irre-
g froma technical skills toan

Aad atsditl 4

y'reabout iden-

insports,

Even within this limited share, the
potential of talent at the grassroots
remains passive due to fewer opportuni-
ﬂn famnvmﬂonll exposure. Such tal-

hik hasn’t
bun able to gamer an equal measure of
support, with the latter making more
progress through focused backing and
Investments.

What Is required is greater collabora-
tion and equality in action — where pub-

Good Foundation is ashining example of
how corporate houses like Daimler and
Richemont came together

to build a global Laureus — ee—

Sport for Good platform,

track and enhance young athletes’ pro-
gress, ensuring they receive the right
guidance at the right time.

The lack of a robust
spotts ecosystem results in

showcasing some of the Corporate acountry needing to battle
best talent from the sport- Imml:ﬁ "'._.d larger societal issues like
ingworld. to grow bey youth

I‘M alocal level though, ﬁ‘m to tion, and well-being. The
India faces something far ! United Nations Sustainable
more fundamental but initiatives that Development Goals, which
complexatthe same time,  drive enthusiasm  have become a global
The lack o( In(uvenllom for sports benchmark, also directly

during early
ars, such as quality txpu

ym':m lr)ﬂl towards the

ure,

P

pm.rf:mmel with the best coaches, are

lic and private

ent pool at the mdlm‘mvymgu

W'hlle lndh’l National Sponl Ftd!rn

hlgh pro-

- Aiccind

" When we teamed ‘u'np with the

Ayoung
buyn( 15, Mmhh&upn.wnldanmby
the school in 2019 in Meghalaya. After a
midenqauheul'-s he emerged as the
ungest goalscorer in the U-21 develop-

mmt Iuﬁ; He then went on to help
India lift the SAFF U-16 Cup, and is now
partof the national team. This wholesome
Journeywas made passibiep d
totalent
of a platform to showcase that talent.

1f we want to nurture grassroots ath-
letes, the corporate sector's involvement
in sports development can't merely be

pmem and perfnrmanm has institu-
tional guidelines for sports, corporate

seen as philanthropic — it needs to be an
ﬂvc in the form of contin-

bﬂvre;:n potential and uppnrtunhy,and

thesp This, Before foraying into professional support can prove useful in drawing out together build road maps that consider-
ightb f guid, ' lralnlng, more focus needs to be placed similar p for gr talent. ly enh ly stage p
wellness, training, and isof g sports as a viable and With d at While this is just one step In the
pdm Importance to promote sports at lnlplllng career path, and thisiswhere  their dlspolil. they can prvvlde for right direction, more companies need
gnnmou. crucial, P Ioca to dip their ink to help write India’s
Globally, the sports ind: Thelr d to grow beyond quip g q sporting future, and make us a global
utes 0. !%wGDPM-BcInIMhmuM- funding, to that dri h d P ports powerh
THE EDITOR
Pfeservlng India’s Centre-state relations. Rather Reauty check cies surprise us when the results are
federal struct than a monolithic leviathan of a contradictory. Southeast Asian nations
ederal structure homaogeneous nation, the echoing “Missing competitive edge” (FE, May huge growth and
Apropos of “It takes two to tango” sentiment of the Constitution is one 29) highlights India’s ground reality. exports, with foreign manufacturing
(FE, May 29), the editorial highlighting with diverse cultural, linguistic, and The Centre's active consideration and bases yielding supply chain benefits.

the need for more effort to inspire

the trust of the states is a pitch for
preserving the federal structure of the
Indian union. The PM's exhortation for
synchronous action by the states and
the Centre to realise Viksit Bharat
goal, by itself, is no guarantee for such
action, given the precarious nature of

regional traditions which subscribe to
the larger national identity of India.
This is best served in mutual trust

and nat arm-twisting and abuse of
gubernatorial positions or national
agencies, which are evident aplenty
in court proceedings.

~=Jose Abraham, Kottayam

a policy approach on global trade,
reforms, and outreach to trade and
economic cooperation bodies are a
necessity. Amid the debate on tariffs,
we need to analyse the dowrnward
trend of the Singapore economy, hail-
ed as the fastest-growing a decade
ago. Rankings by credit rating agen-

India needs to invest in innovation and
R&D to match global standards of pro-
ducts and productivity. Our large cor-
porates should enhance global pre-
sence in industrial output and exports.
~Vinod Johri, Delhi
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IN THE LIMELIGHT

The city of Chennai’s vanishing

role in Tamil cinema

s 1o celebrate Chennai on eelluloid,

Since the '60s and 70s, Tamil filmmakers have found fascinating wa

However, in the last five years, filmmakers have largely refrained from using the city as a storytelling instrument

Bhuvanesh Chandar

0 Super Deluxe, Thiagarajan

Kumaraja walks us through narrow

lanes of a city, with dry walls

guarding frames tinged with
saturated hues. As it is, there’s nothing
flashy that indicates the setting is Chennai
(the ilm was set and shot in the city), but
the filmmaker held a fascinatingly
hyperreal lens on the city, showing us an
urban landscape one is familiar with, but
in a world only imagined. Cities have
distinct energies, a sense of controlled
chaos that only cinema comes close to
simulating. How Chennai has evolved on
celluloid is a storied exploration with
some compelling patterns.

In the 1970s, Chennid was regularly
featured in anti-urban narratives that
portrayed cities as pockets of debauchery,
a foreign land that preys upon the
ignarant newcomer, Before K.
Balachander critiqued the regressive
norms of rural India, he made Pattina
Pravesam in 1977, in which a family from a
village endured extreme hardships in
Chennai, forcing them to return. Though
setting a serial killer story like Sigappu
Rofakkal in the city points to a similar
mindset from Bharathiraaja, his Nizhalgal
spoke about youths moving to Chennai to
fulfil their lofty dreams. Kamal Haasan's
Mahanadhi (199M4) also hinted that
perhaps the family wouldn't have faced
such unspeakable miseries had they
stayed back in their village. Even
comedian Vivekh, who has sung praises
of the city, showed this perspective in
2002) Run where his character gets

indled of all his bel
upon landing in Chennai.

The early 2000s were an interesting
period in how films continued balancing
these perceptions with fresher takes.
Where Alaipayuthey, Enakku 20 Unakku
18, Priyamaana Thozhi, Minnale, and 76
Rainbow Colony embraced modern urban
life, Chennai became the capital of crime
in films like Thirupaachi and Dhool.
Similar was the case with Saran's
Amarkalam and Gemini, set in north
Madras. The 10()0- was nlnn the llmc
when more

A stil from ‘Angadi Theru' SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

of an activity most Chennaiites must
relate to ~ shopping in T. Nagar,

Of Vetri Maarans and Pa Ranjiths
Angadi Theru also pointed towards the
rise of an almost neo-realistic, hyperlocal
approach to filmmaking in the 2010s
ushered by the likes of T

when it comes to Chennai's
representation in films < in how the city
was shown in songs rather than scenes.

A musical heritage walk
Chennai is a never-ending open concert
cr\llvmtd by the llku of TM.

jan, M.S. Vi k

Chennai started to reap the hmehls of the
IT boom, and films began reflecting this.
Autograph wasn't set in Chennad, but it
spoke of a man who found prosperity in
the city, looking back at his roots. Ram’s
Kattradhu Thamizh is arguably the
loudest critique of gentrification, Western
lifestyle, and the anglicisation from
Silicon Valley. While all the above films
have Chennai in the backdrop, in
Kattradhu Thamizh, Chennai becomes a
character by itself. In the film, Chennai
turns the protagonist into a sociopath,
The city was also intrinsic in how
Venkat Prabhu captured the frenzy of
street cricket, the carefree lives of
youngsters, and how they dealt with
new-age problems in Chennai 600028,
That film, along with 7G Rainbow Colony -
and later, Madras, Idharkuthane
Aasuaipattai Balakumara, Kodiyil Oruvan
and Maaveeran -~ were films that depicted
lives within housing boards and colonies.
Going back to the 2000s, films weren't
Just painting Chennal as a city of hope; in
Angadi Theru, Vasanthabalan, a staunch
critic of urban life, made a persuasive
case by showing the heart-wrenching
ordeals that happen behind the curtaing

Vetri Maaran and Pa Ranjith
~ where the city isn't just a concrete
shelter for the protagonists, but a thriving
socio-political organism that houses
millions. You cannot take Chennai out of
Aaranya Kaandam, Madras, Metro, Vada
Chennai, or Maanagaram. Most of these
films, especially thase of Vetri Maaran,
indeed fall in line with themes that
stereotyped north Madras as a land of

Ihlymaja. AR. Rahman, Yuvan Shankar
Raja, Anirudh Ravichander and Sean
Roldan. So it's only befitting that we find
the mast memorable depiction of the city
in the visuals of songs.

Somehow, ‘Madrasai Suthi Paaka
Paren’ from 1994's May Madham comes to
mind instantly, but it’s quite something to
revisit the old Macdras in older songs. It
Seems Song sequences were i great

into Eden.

When it comes to showing other parts
of Chennai, 'Madras Nalla Madras’ from
Anubavi Raja Anubavi is often cited as an
example. But listen to the lyrics and you
will realise it is anything but a tribute.
Interestingly, the song that features the
maximum number of heritage sites, as
pointed out by heritage activist Sriram V,
Is ‘Azhiggiya Mithilai Nagariniley' from the
movie Annai.

On shooting in real locations

Over the years, however, fewer and fewer
songs were shot in live locations in
Chennal. Managing the crowd of eager
onlookers rendered shooting films
featuring popular stars in real locations
impossible, which is why you might find
many songs, like ‘Nenjam Undu Nermai
Undu’ and ‘En Kanmani En Kadhali’, have
actors perform in front of a screen.

While the ‘90s and early 2000s had
films like Kadhal Kottai and Kadhal Desam
that were shot in popular locations in
Chennai, in the mid-2000s, the Tamil
Nadu government's restrictions on
shooting films in public locations
prompted filmmakers to shoot in studios
or outside Chennai or move to suburban
locations where getting permissions was
casier. Still, even then, there were
exceptions to this, like ‘O Ringa Ringa'
from 7 Aum Arivu, a 2011 Suriya-starrer
that was somehow shot in the congested
Ranganathan Street in T, Nagar.
Fascinatingly, despite these restrictions,
the 20108 saw many small and
mid-budget ilms — such as Onaayum
An"ukkuuiyum Chennaiyil Oru Naal, Goli

Soda, Vadacurry, Vathikuchi, Meyaadha
Maan 8 Thottakkal, frumbu Thirai, Sillu
Karuppatti, Maanagaram and others
that were shot in real locations and had
intriguing takes on the city, perhaps as a
result of a certain drive towards realism
among the younger crop of filmmakers
who made their way to the fore by making
short films or small features that couldn't
afford a studio.

Chennai has featured in more than a
dozen Tamil films since 2023, but never
as a character by itself. Films still establish
the city with a shot of the Kathipara
flyover or the Central station, but the city
never becomes central to storytelling,
Prashanth, Shaam, Attakathi Dinesh and
Shakthi Vasudevan no longer climb onto
MTC buses; only in Blue Star, a film set in
Arakkonam, not Chennai, romance
blooms in a local train, The autorickshaw
drivers and passengers are now involved
in discussions too different from what
Rajinikanth sang about in 1995, The
Central railway station we see in films no
longer lets a woman find her mystery
lover wearing a rose-knit sweater.
Interestingly, only Bharathiraaja appears
as an exception here, as he tells the story
of a married man falling in love with a
woman he meets on the Metro train in
Modern Love: Chennai.

The current crop of Tamil filmmakers
have largely refrained from romanticising
Chennai, but even sobering explorations
of a Iifcstyle. community, or
ds are few and far between.

crime - a stigma many ch know to
have real-life effects.

But a silver lining did emerge. These
stories weren't interested in
single-mindedly exposing the darkness of
the underworld; they had characters,
black, grey, and white, somehow
interacting with the crime lords and local
politicians due to circumstances or
socio-economic factors, This is why you
wouldn't mind climbing a water tank with
Anbu from Vada Chennai rather than
hanging out with Kokki Kumar in
Pudhupettai. Further, the likes of Oram
Po, Kaakka Muttai, Sarpatta Parambarai,
and Iruddhi Suttru managed to break the
stereotype surrounding Chennai north of

the Cooum - an ever-fascinating region

P ity for the ch and the
audiences to et some air and respite
from the studio sets, and what better
place to do that than Marina Beach? It
feels surreal to watch ‘Nenjirukkum

Except for films like Ram's Taramani or
Chennai 600028 (must one add Demonte
Colomy?), even films that carry a specific
neighbourhood as the title -

lukky' from kkum Varai, in
which Sivaji Gam-un R. Muthuraman
and V. Gopalakrishnan walk and dance on
a Kamarajar Promenade we can no longer
recognise, If you thought hitting the
beach to shake away the blues is a
modern trend, watch Gemini Ganesan
walk and sing ‘Manidhan Enbavan
Mirugamagalam’ in Sumaithangi. Or when
he takes his squad to the beach in a car in

“Naalai Naam' from I‘unmml Songs like

‘Enna Paarvai’ from Kadhalikk

Kizhakku Kadarkarai Salai, and so on
do not tell a memorable story rooted in
their milieu.

And yet, you would still find youngsters
romanticising the city on social media,
and aspiring filmmakers in their short
films. So while this may not be the season
for Chennai, on screen and in IPL, this
city was never known for invincibility.
This hl after all, the kingdom of
h, an actor who became a

illa and ‘Nee Ketal Naan

rich in history, culture and art.
There's yet another angle to look at

Maatenendru’ from Hamai Oorjal
Aadukirathu turned the gardens of Marina

superstar by turning the
rising from-the-ashes arc into his
signature style in commercial cinema.

—~

THE DAILY QUIZ

The monsoon has come a week ahead of its scheduled

June. How well do you know the monsoon?

Radhika Santhanam

.

QUESTION 1

In which State does the south-west monsoon
arrive first?

~

QUESTION 2

This region, which houses the longest sandstone
cave in the world, also has the highest average
rainfall. Name this village In the East Khasi Hills

-

QUESTION 3

This mobile app, created to provide crop
advisories to farmers based on weather
Information, is named after an epic poem. An
operation of the same name was carried out by
the Indian military against Pakistan in 1984 in
the Slachen Glacier. Name the app.

s
QUESTION 4
1130 cm of radnfall is received over a small area

™ o
K

ot a station In one hour, this phenomenon

4

Please send in your answers to
daityquiz@thehindu.co in

arrival on the Ist of

Qumm and Answers to the previous day's dally

Is called __. Mountainous regions are more
prone to it than plains. Fill in the blank,

L

QUESTION §

A flow of alr originates near Mauritius and
travels across Madagascar, Kenya, Ethiopia
and finally Somalia, before crossing the
Arablan Sea and reaching the Indlan
westen coast. It sttains maximum strength
In July and gives rise to a strong monsoon
In peninsular India. What is this flow of air
called?

LS

QUESTION 6

X was established in 1875 in Calcutta, a
year after a disastrous cyclone struck there,
Later its headquarters were shifted to
Shimla, then to Poona (now Pune), and
finally to New Delhi, Name X, which is cited
In every newspaper report during the
monsoan.

- » a

Visual question:

A comet and a research station In Antarctica
are named after this astronomer and
mathematician who published a treatise on
the Indian monsoon, Name this man,

a

: 1. The significance of the phrase “Snow conditions
hld stop advanced base abandoned yesterday stop
awalting Improvesnent”. Ans: This was the coded

2. The primary route taken by Hillary and Tenzing to the
summit. Ans: The South Col route

3. The two other flags Tenzing held aloft on the summit.
Ans: The Union Jack and United Nations flags

4. The height at which the final camp was set up. Ans:
25,900 feet (7,890 m)

5. Name the two Institutions that made up the Joint
Himalayan Commitiee, Ans: The Alpine Club and Royal
Geographical Soclety

6. The answer glven by Hillary when asked why there was
1o picture of him atop Mt Everest. Ans: He sald Tenzing
did not know how use the camera and 29,000 feet
was not the place to teach him!

Visual: Name this person. Ans: John Hunt, the leader of
the 1953 expedition

Early Bird: Tushit Pratap Singh

1l

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Know Your
English

K. Subrahmanian
$. Upendran

“Hound a spelling mistake on the very
first page of this book."

“Books that come out these days have
lots of spelling mistakes in them. What's
the mistake you found?”

"On the top of the page, the word
“forward’ has been spelt
fornew.o.r.d"

“That's not & mistake.”

“What? Shouldn't it be spelt
forward?”

“No, it shouldn't. Fo.rew.o.rd and
forw.a.rd are pronounced the same
way, but they are two different words,
‘They have a totally different meaning. A
“foreword' is an introduction to 4 book by
the author or by someone clse.

“An introduction to a book! You mean
it has nothing to do with moving
forward?”

“No, it doesn't. Here's an example. In
the foreword, the author explains the aim
of the book.”

"Can | say, the author wanted the
President of India to write the foreword to
his book?”

“Certainly, In fact, that's what many
first time authaors try to do. They try to get
somebody famous to write the foreword
to their book."

“1 suppaose they think they can sell
more books that way."

“You suppose right. Are you .preparing
for your exams?"

“I'm trying to. [ find it ditficult to study
in the evenings. I study in the night.”

“I study “at’ night, not ‘in’ the night.
You don’t say ‘in the night’”

“Wait a minute! [ can say ‘in the
evening, can't I? Why can't 1"

“...these are fixed expressions. You say
“in the moming’, in the afternoon’, ‘in
the evening’, but at night' "

“They do? 1 didn’t know that! | know
that many students study at night.”

“1 prefer to study in the morning. I like
to watch TV at night."

“1 used to watch at night, Because of
the coming exams, | no more watch TV

"1 no longer watch TV, not ‘no more
watch TV

“But why can't | say 'no more’?”

“Because ‘no more’ is not usually used
to talk about time. You don't use it to
mean ‘once, but not now”. For example,
you cannot say, Sandhya no more lives in
Hyderabad. Instead, you'll have to say,
Sandhya no longer lives in Hyderabad " .

“Can | say, Sandhya doesn't live in
Hyderabad any more?”

“You can.”

“Can I say, Sandhya lives in Hyderabad
no longer.”

“No longer usually comes before the
verb. I no longer smoke beedis.”

“Geetha no longer plays the drums,
Geetha doesn’t play the drums anymore.”

"Good examples. People no longer
believe in politicians.”

“That's true. But tell me, when do you
use ‘no more'.”

“It's normally used to talk about
quantity. For example, there are no more
idlis left in the bowl."

Published in The Hindu on September
10, 1996,

Word of the day

Bastion:
& group that defends a principle; a stronghold
Into which people could go for shelter during
a battle; projecting part of a rampart or other
fortification

Synonym: ctadel

US“Q: This college was once the bastion of
the priviteged few.

Pronunciation: newsth.ive/bastionpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: fomsti.an/

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Text & Context’

a® - -
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NEWS IN NUMBERS

The decline in the US’s Cost of Syrias energy  ‘New settlements’ to be The International Cybercrimes recorded
GDP in the deal with Qatari, created by Israel in the Monetary Fund’s loan by the Hyderabad
January-March period  Turkish, and US. firms West Bank pavout to Ukraine police last year

In per cent. The US.

0 economy contracted less

b than estimated in the first
three months of this year, data showed,
revising data that came after an import
surge triggered by President Trump’s
tariffs. The downturn in first quarter GDP
reflected an uptick in imports. are

In $ billion. Syria signed a $7 billion

energy deal with a consortium of

Qatari, Turkish and U.S. companies
as it seeks to revive the war-tom country'’s
crippled power sector. The agreement was
sealed at the presidential palace in
Damascus in the presence of interim
President Ahmed al-Sharaa. am

The Hyderabad city
3 “ police launched

Zonal Cyber Cells
across all seven zones of the city to
strengthen the response to cybercrimes.
The initiative aims to provide swift and
effective solutions to cybercrimes. #n

COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM

Israel announced the creation
n of new settiements in occupled

West Bank, putting further
strain on relations with the international
community already taxed by the Gaza war.
Both Britain and Jordan slammed the program review to unlock around $500
move, with London calling it a “deliberate million dollars of funds to support
obstacle® to e mac stability. s

In § million. The
‘m International
Monetary Fund on
Thursday announced that it had reached

an agreement with Ukraine on a loan

Follow us € facebook.com/thehindu ) twitter.com/the hindu () instagram.com/the hindu

Autonomous warfare in Operation Sindoor

In the recent India-Pakistan war, over four days of hostilities, both sides effectively rewrote their rules of engagement, ushering in a ‘new normal of airborne
deterrence without pilots, but with autonomous platforms, armed drones and loitering munitions

FULL CONTEXT

Rahul Bedi

aunched in early May, in

retaliation to the April 22

Pahalgam terror attack,

Operation Sindoor marks a
historic milestone, in which Unmanned
Aerial Systems (UAS) played a primary
role in direct military combat between
two nuclear-armed neighbours, signalling
an uncharted era of drone-centric warfare
in South Asia.

Over four days of hostilities, both sides

y rewrote their rules of
engagement, ushering in a ‘new normal’
of airborne deterrence without pilots, but
with autonomous platforms, armed
drones and loitering munitions, all
operating below the threshold of a
full-scale war, and shapug a calibrated,
escalation-managed conflict.

In the 48 hours preceding Operation
Sindoor, Israeli Heron MK-1I and
indigenously designed TAPAS-BH-201/
Rustom} Il Medium-Altitude
Long: e (MALE) 1L
Sumnlhncc and Reconnaissance (ISR)
Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) are
believed to have flown deep into Pakistani
:lnspace to gather electronic and signals

and thermal si of
suspected Islamist terror camps.

Thereafter, from May 7 onwards, after
the Indian Air Force (IAF) attacked nine
targets inside Pakistan, both sides
employed a broad spectrum of UAS -
from ISR UAVs to armed drones,
kamikaze loitering munitions, electronic
decoys and quadcopters - as
dual-purpose tools for realtime
b berkng and tracisl

strikes. And as this drone war intensified,
both countries sought to dominate the
battlespace through persistent aerial
surveillance by mapping out enemy .nr

New war: A soldier looks at a drone at the Akhnoor sector near the LoC in Jammu on May 19, are

2y

sequenced waves. Initial sorties dep
decoy drones and electronic warfare
payloads to saturate radar coverage and
provoke early, albeit futile SAM launches.
These were followed by precision
loitering munitions and armed UAVs,
guided in real-time by Heron MK Iis and
TAPAS-BH-201/ Rustom-Ils. Quadcopters
and micro-UAVs played a critical role in
relaying live ISR feeds and target

defences, missile
centres, troop clusters and logistical
nodes. Decoy drones too were wi
employed to spoof radars, ‘bait’ air
defence systems and exhaust
interceptors, minimising risk to manned
assets, before ceasefire ensued on May 10.

India’s array of aerial systems

In the intervening period, India claimed
to have downed some 600 Pakistani
drones, releasing intercepted footage and
wreckage to reinforce its assertions in a
high-stakes information war, paralleling
the kinetic exchanges. Pakistan, in turn,
alleged that 300-400 Indian drones had
unsuccessfully targeted its military and
strategic infrastructure, before bemg shot
down. India has neither ¢ d nor

data via the Army’s Integrated
Battle Management System (IBMS) to
forward units, ensuring dynamic targeting
and reaction.

Notably, media reports claimed that
India’s drone strikes disrupted a cricket
match in Rawalpindi, forcing a stadium
evacuation due to air defence alarms.
Another significant Harop strike,
reportedly destroyed a Chinese-supplied
HQ9 air defence system near Lahore,
delivering both a psychological blow and
a strategic setback to Pakistan’s layered
air defence shield.

Consequently, military analysts noted
that India’s overwhelming use of varied
UAS to deliver calibrated, cross-border
strikes without risking manned aircraft,

d the regional model

denied these avowals, citing Operation
Sindoor's enduring operational status for
its silence.

Open-source intelligence and
drone-tracking data, meanwhile, revealed
that India's offensive against Pakistan
lealux‘ed a_di_vmse UAS inventory. It was

of deterrence. They said it also visibly
showcased India's growing competence in
autonomous, cost- -effective, and

d warfare, d
significant shift in the balance of anznal
power in South Asia.

loitering munitions like the GPS-guided
Nagastra-1 and Israeli-origin Harop
drones, capable of autonomously homing
in on enemy radar systems.

To overwhelm Pakistan’s air defences,
India also deployed swarm drone
formations developed jointly by the
Defence Research and Development
Organisation and private contractors to
create radar clutter, trigger premature
defensive responses and saturate
surveillance networks. Priority targets
included ammunition depots,
Surface-to-Air Missile (SAM) batteries,
radar sites, and forward operating bases.

The strikes were delivered in carefully

c™ g

X »

s
Pakistan, for its part, in its reactive
Operation Bunyan-um-Marsoos (wall of
lead), deployed a range of UAS, including
its indigenously developed Shahpar
(feather)-Il MALE UAVs, armed Burraq
(lightening) drones, Turhshungn
Bayraktar TB2s, and Chi:

l-time imagery of
Indian tmop concentrations, artillery
positions, and logistics depots —
Pakistan’s loitering munitions targeted
radar stations, forward operating bases
and critical Army and IAF command
nodes in the northern and western
sectors. However, these attacks were
effectively neutralised by India’s robust,
multi-tiered air defence grid, inflicting
minimal or no damage at all.

Strategic urban and military
infrastructure hubs — including Jammu,
Pathankot and Amritsar in Punjab,
Bikaner and Jaisalmer in Rajasthan, and
Bhuj in Gujarat - too were frequently
targeted. But despite the density of these
assaults, India’s integrated air defence
network —comprising layered radar
coverage, SAM batteries, automated
threat-response mechanisms, and

upgraded Cold War-era legacy platforms
and systems — mitigated damage,
preventing disruption.

India’s multi-layer air defence system
Pakistan repeatedly sought to probe and
bring to heel India’s Integrated Air

Command and Control System (IACCS) ~
its air defence nerve centre - by
launching drones via varied routes,
altitudes and diverse timings, to disrupt
its communication nodes and
forward-deployed command centres,
albeit unsuccessfully. The IACCS fuses
surveillance inputs from ground-based
radars, airborne early warning and
control platforms, satellites, and other
sensors into a centralised but distributed
command-and-control network. It
integrates with SAM systems and fighter
aircraft, enabling the rapid detection,
tra:king. and interception of low-altitude

CH-4 and Wing Loong Il platforms. These
assets were complemented by CH-901 and
W5-43 loitering munitions from China and
domestically produced kamikaze drones,
launched at multiple targets across a
1,500-kilometre expanse, stretching from
Kashmir in the north to Bhuj in the west.

While the Shahpar-1ls, TB2s, and Wing
Loong Iis primarily conducted ISR

with all and any temporary disruptions
swiftly mitigated through alternate data
links and pre-positioned mobile radars.

Analysts further noted the systzm s
‘mesh’ architecture allowed

THE GIST
Opes e and

failovers when nodes were hit, with
satellite uplinks and mobile platforms
ining full situational The

AQCS also displayed its Directed Energy
\Vezpom (DEWs) czpablln) in which

lasers or micr viaa
rzalnme network, detected, tracked and
neutralised airborne threats like drones
speedily.

Complementing the IACCS at the
tactical level was the Akashteer (Sky
Arrow) air defence control and reporting
system, developed by Bharat Electronics
Limited, which provided a digitised
command Ia)wr for Army Air Detence

drone-tracking dau,
meanwhile, revealed that
India‘s offensive against
Pakistan featured a diverse
UAS inventory.

v

Pakistan repeatedly sought to
probe and being to heel Indla's
Integrated Akr Command and
Control System (JACCS) —

air defence nerve centre —by
launching drones via varied
routes, altitudes and diverse
timings, to disrupt its

nodes and

units,
between sensor units and weapon
platforms. Designed to rapidly
disseminate targeting data and manage
low-level threats — including UAVs - it
ensured that frontline SAM units could
engage targets with minimal delay, even
under electronic warfare or
communication stress,

The accompanying air defence shield
was built around a layered architecture
combining retrofitted legacy Low-Level
Air Defence (LLAD) systems with
advanced missile platforms in an
unparalleled innovative mix that remains
a hallmark of the Indian military's
unpmvxsmon,

upgraded with
r:chr-d.lmc!ed fire capability and
electro-optical sights, Cold War-era
systems from the early 1960s, comprised
the LLAD network for close-in protection
against drones. These included Pechora
and OSA-AK SAM systems and ZSU-234
Shilka, ZU-23-2 twin barrel 23mm
anti-aircraft (AA) guns from Soviet times,
and the L/70 Bofors 40mm AA platform
dating back to the 1940s. Army and
Border Security Force snipers too were
part of the LLAD structure, shooting
down numerous incoming drones in
Jammu, Punjab and Rajasthan.

Tl ‘heirfoom’ LLAD platforms were
supplemented by the Israeli SPYDER
short and medium-range air defence
missile system using Python-5 and Derby
missiles for point defence against UAVs,
cruise missiles, and aircraft.

A new kind of war

The domestic Akash and Akash-NG (New
Generation) missile system provided
medium-range coverage, while the
long-range Barak-8, jointly developed with
Israel, defended high-value assets and
strategic nodes from aircraft, drones, and
ballistic/cruise missiles. These were all
backed by Russia’s Almaz-Antey S-400
“Triumf” self-propelled surface-to-air
missile system — renamed Sudarshan
Chakra - one the world’s best, of which
India had acquired five units for §5.5
billion in October 2018 and, so far, taken
delivery of three.

All these systems were centrally
integrated through the IACCS, enabling
coordinated, real-time responses and
full-spectrum aerial threat mitigation.

In conclusion, Operation Sindoor was
not merely a skirmish; it was a seismic
shift in which two nuclear-armed rivals

threats, including UASs. Its built-in stepped into the age of autonomous

mechanisms ensured cunununy of waﬂaxe where deterrence is digital, and
even if any indi nodes e is algorithmic. And as the

were d 1, jammed or d smoke subsides, one truth ins: the

Pakistan attempted to overload the
IACCSs radar coverage, confuse response
loops, and expose vulnerabilities for
follow-on drone or missile strikes.
However, military officials confirmed the
IACCS’s core network remained intact,

next war will not begin with a soldier's
charge, but with the silent whir of drones
in the sky.

Rahul Bedi is a veteran journalist based
in New Delhi and Chandigarh specialising
in military, defence and security matters.

forward-deployed command
centres, albeit unsuccessfully.

-

Operation Sindoor was not
merely a skirmish; it was a
seismic shift in which two
nuclear-armed rivals stepped
into the age of autonomous
warfare, where deterrence is
digital, and dominance is
algorithenic.



Autonomous warfare in Operation Sindoor

In the recent India-Pakistan war, over four days of hostilities, both sides effectively rewrote their rules of engagement, ushering in a ‘new normal of airborne

deterrence without pilots, but with autonomous platforms, armed drones and loitering munitions

FULL CONTEXT
Rahul Bedi

aunched in early May, in

retaliation to the April 22

Pahalgam terror attack,

Operation Sindoor marks a
historic milestone, in which Unmanned
Aerial Systems (UAS) played a primary
role in direct military combat between
two nuclear-armed neighbours, signalling
an uncharted era of drone-centric warfare
in South Asla.

Cwver four days of hostilities, both sides
effectively rewrote thelr rules of
engagement, ushering in a ‘new normal'
of airborne deterrence without pilots, but
with autonomous platforms, armed
drones and loitering munitions, all
aperating below the threshold of a
full-scale war, and shaping a calibrated,
escalation-managed conilict.

In the 48 hours preceding Operation
Sindoor, Israell Heron MK and
indigenously designed TAPAS-BH-201/
Rustom-ll-Medium-Altitude
Long-Endurance (MALE) Intelligence,
Surveillance and Reconnaissance (ISR)
Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAVs) are
believed to have flown deep into Pakistani
airspace to gather electronic and signals
intelligence and thermal signatures of
suspected Islamist terror camps.

Thereafter, from May 7 onwards, after
the Indian Alr Foree (IAF) attacked nine
targets inside Pakistan, both sides
employed a broad spectrum of UAS -
from ISR UAVS to armed drones,
kamikaze loitering munitions, electronic
decoys and quadcopters - as
dual-purpose tools for real-time
intelligence gathering and precision
strikes. And as this drone war intensified,
both countries sought to dominate the
hattlespace through persistent aerial
surveillance by mapping out enemy air
defences, missile batteries, command
centres, troop clusters and logistical
nodes, Decoy drones too were widely
employed to spoof radars, ‘bait’ air
defence systems and exhaust
interceptors, minimising risk to manned
assets, before ceasefire ensued on May 10

India’s array of aerial systems

In the intervening period, India claimed
to have downed some 600 Pakistani
drones, releasing intercepted footage and
wreckage to reinforce its assertions in a
high-stakes information war, paralleling
the kinetic exchanges. Pakistan, in turn,
alleged that 300-400 Indian drones had
unsuccessfully targeted its military and
strategic infrastructure, before being shot
down. India has neither confirmed nor
denied these avowals, citing Operation
Sindoor's enduring operational status for
its silence.

Open-source intelligence and
drone-tracking data, meanwhile, revealed
that India’s offensive against Pakistan
featured a diverse UAS inventory, It was
spearheaded by indigenously developed
loitering munitions like the GPS-guided
Nagastra-1 and Israeli-origin Harop
drones, capable of autonomously homing
in on enemy radar systems.

To overwhelm Pakistan's air defences,
India also deployed swarm drone
formations developed jointly by the
Defence Research and Development
Organisation and private contractors to
create radar clutter, wrigger premature
defensive responses and saturate
survelllance networks. Priority targets
included ammunition depots,
Surface-to-Alr Missile (SAM) baiteries,
radar sites, and forward operating bases,

The strikes were delivered in carefully

e —

sequenced waves. Initial sorties deployved
decoy drones and electronic warfare
payloads to saturate radar coverage and
provoke early, albeit futile SAM launches,
These were followed by precision
loitering munitions and armed UAVs,
guided in real-time by Heron MK Ils and
TAPAS-BH-201/ Rustom-lls. Quadcopters
and micro-UAVs played a critical role in
relaying live ISR feeds and target
acquisition data via the Army’s Integrated
Battle Management System (IBMS) to
forward units, ensuring dynamic targeting
and reaction.

Notably, media reports claimed that
India's drone strikes disrupted a cricket
match in Rawalpindi, forcing a stadium
evacuation due to air defence alarms.
Another significant Harop strike,
reportedly destroyed a Chinese-supplied
HQ air defence system near Lahore,
delivering both a psychological blow and
a strategic setback to Pakistan's layered
air defence shield.

Consequently, military analysts noted
that India's overwhelming use of varied
UAS to deliver calibrated, cross-border
strikes without risking manned aircraft,
represented the emerging regional model
of deterrence. They said it also visibly
showcased India's growing competence in
autonomous, cost-effective, and
networked warfare, demonstrating a
significant shift in the balance of aerial
power in South Asia,

Pakistan's retaliation
Pakistan, for its part, in its reactive
Operation Bunyan-um-Marsoos (wall of
lead), deploved a range of UAS, including
its indigencusly developed Shahpar
(feather)- 1l MALE UAVs, armed Burrag
(lightening) drones, Turkish-origin
Bayraktar TB2s, and Chinese-supplied
CH-4 and Wing Loong Il platforms. These
assets were complemented by CH-901 and
W5-43 loitering munitions from China and
domestically produced kamikaze drones,
launched at multiple targets across a
1,500-kilometre expanse, stretching from
Kashmir in the north to Bhuj in the west.
While the Shahpar-lls, TB2s, and Wing
Loong lls primarily conducted ISR

e oo
New war: A soldier looks at a drone at the Akhnoor sector near the LoC in Jammu on May 19, se

missions — streaming real-time imagery of
Indian troop concentrations, artillery
positions, and logistics depots -
Pakistan's loitering munitions targeted
radar stations, forward operating bases
and critical Army and IAF command
nodes in the northern and western
sectors, However, these artacks were
effectively neutralised by India's robust,
multi-tiered air defence grid, inflicting
minimal or no damage at all

Strategic urban and military
infrastructure hubs - including Jammnm,
Pathankot and Amritsar in Punjab,
Bikaner and Jaisalmer in Rajasthan, and
Bhuj in Gujarat - too were frequently
targeted. But despite the density of these
assaults, India's integrated air defence
network —comprising lavered radar
coverage, SAM batteries, automated
threat-response mechanisms, and
upgraded Cold War-era legacy platforms
and systems — mitigated damage,
preventing disruption.

India‘s multi-layer air defence system
Pakistan repeatedly sought to probe and
bring to heel India's Integrated Air
Command and Control System (IACCS) -
its air defence nerve centre — by
launching drones via varied routes,
altirudes and diverse timings, to disrupt
its communication nodes and
forward-deployed command centres,
albeit unsuccessfully, The IACCS fuses
surveillance inputs from ground-based
radars, airborne early warning and
control platforms, satellites, and other
sensors into a centralised but distributed
command-and-control network. It
integrates with SAM systems and fighter
aircraft, enabling the rapid detection,
tracking, and interception of low-altitude
threats, including UASs. Its built-in
mechanisms ensured continuity of
operations, even if any individoal nodes
were damaged, jammed or destroyed.
Pakistan attempted to overload the
IACCSs radar coverage, confuse response
loops, and expose vulnerabilities for
follow-on drone or missile sirikes.
However, military officials confirmed the
IACCS's core network remained intact,

with all and any temporary disruptions
swiftly mitigated through alternate data
links and pre-positioned mobile radars,

Analysts further noted the system's
‘mesh’ architecture allowed seamless
failovers when nodes were hit, with
satellite uplinks and mobile platforms
sustaining full situational awareness, The
IACCS also displayed its Directed Energy
Weapons (DEWSs) capability in which
high-powered lasers or microwaves, viaa
real-time network, detected, tracked and
neutralised airborne threats like drones
speedily.

Complementing the IACCS at the
tactical level was the Akashteer (Sky
Arrow) air defence control and reporting
system, developed by Bharat Electronics
Limited, which provided a digitised
command layer for Army Air Defence
units, enabling seamless coordination
between sensor units and weapon
platforms. Designed to rapidly
disseminate targeting data and manage
low-level threats - including UAVs — it
ensured that frontline SAM units could
engage targets with minimal delay, even
under electronic warfare or
communication stress.

The accompanying air defence shield
was built around a layered architecture
combining retrofitted legacy Low-Level
Air Defence (LLAD) systems with
advanced missile platforms in an
unparalleled innovative mix that remains
a hallmark of the Indian military’s
improvisation.

Ingeniously upgraded with
radar-directed fire capability and
electro-optical sights, Cold War-era
systems from the early 1960z, comprised
the LLAD network for close-in protection
against drones. These included Pechora
and OSA-AK SAM systems and Z50U-23-4
Shilka, ZU-23-2 twin barrel Z3mm
anti-aircraft (AA) guns from Soviet times,
and the L/70 Bofors 40mm AA platform
dating back to the 1940s. Army and
Border Security Force snipers too were
part of the LLAD structure, shooting
down numerous incoming drones in
Jammu, Punjab and Rajasthan.

These ‘heirloom’ LLAD platforms were
supplemented by the Israeli SPYDER
short and medium-range air defence
missile system using Python-5 and Derby
missiles for point defence against UAVS,
crukse missiles, and aircraft.

A new kind of war

The domestic Akash and Akash-NG (New
Generation) missile system provided
medium-range coverage, while the
long-range Barak-8, jointly developed with
Israel, defended high-value assets and
strategic nodes from aircraft, drones, and
ballistic/crulse missles. These were all
backed by Russia's Almaz-Antey 5-400
“Triumf” self-propelled surface-to-air
missile system - renamed Sudarshan
Chakra - one the world's best, of which
India had acquired five units for $5.5
billion in October 2018 and, so far, taken
deﬁve? of three.

All these systems were centrally
integrated through the IACCS, enabling
coordinated, real-time responses and
full-spectrum aerial threat mitigation.

In conclusion, Operation Sindoor was
not merely a skirmish; it was a seismic
shift in which two nuclear-armed rivals
stepped into the age of autonomous
warfare, where deterrence is digital, and
dominance is algorithmic. And as the
smaoke subsides, one truth remains: the
next war will not begin with a soldier's
charge, but with the silent whir of drones
in the sky.

Rahul Bedi is a veteran journalist based
in New Dethi and Chandigarh specialising
in military, defence and security matters.
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Open-source intelligence and
drone-tracking data,
meanwhile, revealed that
India's offensive against
Pakistan featured a diverse
UAS irventory.

w

Pakistan repeatedly sought to
probe and bring to heel India’s
Integrated Air Command and
Control System (IACCS) — its
air defence nerve centre —by
launching drones via varied
routes, altitudes and diverse
timings, to disrupt its
communication nodes and
forward-deployed command
centras, albeit unsuccessfully.
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Operation Sindoor was not
merely a skirmish; it was a
seismic shift in which two
nuclear-armed rivals stepped
into the age of autonomous
warfare, where deterrence is
digital, and dominance is
algorithmic.
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Is the three-year practice mandate for judicial service welcome?
- I PARLEY ] w = QQ disproportionately impact women?
PR: Certainly. For many women, the lack of
= n May 20, the Supreme Court Had the process been more democratic, with | financial resources or familial sy makes it
- mﬂd lﬂ minimum lﬁhﬂ-‘! years of a public consultation mechanism in place. difficult to sustain ;I:r;e l’l‘l:: 1::‘ MMM In
practice as 4 mandatory stakeholders could have polnted out the COntrast, & career i tie, Ty Offers Eranter
Prashant condition to apply for entry-level y riend oS s Satds financial stability and social legitimacy. That
Reddy T Judicial service. The mllmpg‘:'yumm llz Court's "“:'.' “‘ s ml:' PrRe l:‘ alc "f:"f 'M? f'm“ fated said, most Suleuy have reservations for women in
Coouthorel 2002 decision that had removed the practice Withimplementing such a measure., the district judiciary, which will help preserve its
“Tareekh Pe requirement, originally mandated by a 1993 PRASHANT REDDY T. appeal as a viable career option. However, it is
Justice: Judgment. Is the threeyear practice vital to recognise that the composition of the
Reforms for requirement 4 welcome move? Prashant Reddy Bench is intrinsically tied to the diversity of the
India’s District T and Bharat Chugh discuss the question in a hall clated with impl sucha | Bar Ajudiclary that lacks gender representation
Cours' d | rik measure, The disconnect becomes even more often mirrors broader systemic exclusions
Bhaumik. Edited excerpts: Aview of the Supreme Court of Indla. aw evident when one considers the realities of legal | within the legal profession.
practice in India. In their formative years, most
Is this a welcome reform? dback to the Court Junior advocates are relegated to peripheral BC: In recent years, notable strides have been
examining the issue. tasks, such as seeking adjournments, rather than | made in enhancing gender representation
Bharat Chugh: | do not believe that three years engaging in substantive litigation. To regard such | within the district judiciary. Without this added
of practice at the Bar significantly enhances a BC: Lagree that a deeper understanding of life is | limited exposure as meaningful courtroom hurdle, the progress might have reflected in the
Bharat candidate’s legal acumen or preparedness for essential to becoming a capable judge and that experience is deeply problematic. er ry. Litigation presents many
Chugh Judicial affice. Such a brief tenure is unlikely to such unds ding cannot be cul solely entry-level barriers for women; many encounter
provide any meaningful exposure to the within the confines of a one: year judicial Will it deter top talent from joining the resistance from conservative families that are
Dethi-based nuances and complexities of legal practice. The training programme. However, if we Judiciary, plﬂkﬂuly candidates from more supportive of careers in academia or
advocate and verdict also appears unsupported by empirical Judges to enter the system with sul: | life impoverished b d corporate law. Moreover, increasing the
former civil evidence and lietle to address the systemic and professional experience, we must make the presence of women on the Bench is not just a
Judge concemns it purports to resolve. Judicial service far more attractive than it is, By | BC: Yes. ly, when such a requi matter of representation, it also helps foster

Prashant Reddy: | believe that it is a step in the
right direction. However, it may still be
insufficient, Ideally, candidates should get more
courtroom experience before assuming judicial
office. The near-consensus among the High
Courts offers compelling empirical evidence o
this effect, Barring two, all 23 High Courts have
opined that the recruitment of young law
graduates into the }udlchl service has decd
in 2021, the
Bar Council nllndh Issued a scathing statement
asserting that judges who do not have practical
experience at the Bar were “found to be
incapable and inept in handling matters”,

Is it more effective to focus on strengthening
the judicial training programmes instead?

PR: Judicial academies are under-equipped to
provide meaningful training to newly appointed
i . More importantly, it is difficult to impart
real-world skills within a classroom setting, It
would require an exceptionally low
faculty-to-trainee ratio w offer the kind of
lividual feedback and hip that these
skills demand. Moreover, what cannot be taught
in any institutional setting are lived experiences.
ﬂwmhamdﬂmmlul\vmlmem law
the world pared to
someone in their mid-30s or 405, Over time,
personal and professional experiences foster a

u(}m of emotional maturity that is essential for
icial decision-making. T::Jmlm wis
hkhlUll:d in the Uttarakh

High Court’s

the time a candidate is appointed as a junior
civil judge or first-class magistrate, they are
likely to be around 2930 years okd. Given the
working conditions and limited incentives, this
is hardly an appealing career path, especially
when they c instead qualify dlmly for the
District Judge cadre by the age of 33 or 35,

How can we ensure the practice requirement
isn't reduced to a mere formality?

BC: As you rightly sald, it risks becoming a mere
formality. The verdict does not kay down any

10 assess such exp
This not nnly undermines the ‘geu'put of such
certification but also renders

was absent, the judldal service offered a level
playing field and a meaningful route to ic
service for many law graduates, particularly
those from lesser-known law schools, Moreover,
those who discover an aptitude for Heigation
may be reluctant to abandon their practice to
start aver as entry-level civil judges or
magistrates in their late 205,

greater sensitivity within the legal system.

Is this an instance of ‘courtroom
policymaking'? If so, should it be avoided?

PR: Absolutely. This is also a case of

constitutional impropriety. Under Article 234 of

lhe (‘Amlmunon the power to prescribe
criteria bers of the district

It Is equally to note that p

delays and procedural lapses in the conduct of
Judicial service exams deter serious candidates,
Without systemic reforms, even if these exams
attract a kange number of applicants, the
Judiciary risks losing individuals best

Judiciary rests with the executive, in
consultation with the State Public Service
Commissions and the respective High Courts,
The Supreme Court has no authority to

o hen and the

these powers for itself. Yet, it has
been dnlm 0 since lhe first All Inclia Judges'
Assockation case in 1991

phdn;mn PR:Anmcqmllfyimulorlhemm
ho lack blished lj is likely to BC: Before advocating a reform of this scale, it is
m\fmmlulmhe&-kl lhhemmhm shrink. ()fk-ri h-wnepwynnd‘ fves to tial to gather ugh and reliable data,
based, a more d and r late 208 as were previously For |mumm are there more complaints or
mnlpamm system Is essential. For instance, a offered to thmv in their early 205 will ftabl, discipls fings against judicial officers
digital diary could be instituted, requiring diminish the exam’s appeal. That sald, given lhe without pdof advocacy experience compared to
candidates to upload verifiable records, such as intense and limited those who have it? Is the system able to retain

order sheets and details of court appearances,
onto a secure portal. verdict also does not
provide clarity on how candidates working in
non-litigating roles, such as those employed by
public sector undertakings or in-house legal
departments, are to be assessed.

PR: | agree with Bharat. It is a fundamentally
flawed and poorly concelved reform. Had the
process been more democratic, with a puh!k

in place,
coulkd have pointed out the numerous practical

litigation, there will always be llwmuiumu
interested in joining the judiclal service,
However, the more pressing question is whether
the exam attracts the most capable candidates.
In my view, the current exam format, even with
the addition of an interview stage, does not
succeed in drawing the best talent.

The India Justice Report shows that the
tion of women in the district
rose from 30% in 2017 to 38.3% in
lozs.(‘.ouldlluptuumnqm

Judiclal officers over time? These m' mmplu
questions that require data

something the Court, with its Hmlud Jurisdiction
and time- hearings, is not equipped to
carry out effectively,

To listen to the full interview
Scan the code or go to the link
veww.thehindu.com

The movie marketing mania

Film-makers h.m: always gone all out to

mote thedr films in person,

met Kamal Haasan for an interview

last Friday in Chennal for his much-
awaited movie, Thug Life. The next
day, he was at Sri Sai Ram College along
with the entire team for the film’s audio
launch. On Sunday, he was present it the
finals of a popular musical reality con-
test, Vijay's Super Singer Junior 10. In bet-
‘ween these two big music events, [ decid-
ed to watch an IPL match, Sure enough,
Mr Haasan was there on TV too, at a spe-
amme hosted by Star Sports Ta-

aturing the Thuy Life team.

"I enjoy talking. It's a learning expe-
rience for me, because only when I talk,
people get an opportunity to correct me,”
he told me, when [ pointed out his hectic
travel schedule for the flm’s p

It is hard to escape the film and ts
team, as Thug Life's PR game has been on
an overdrive in the last few weeks, I'm
sure even die-hard fans of Mani Ratnam
and Mr. Haasan are tired of it. At the same
time, it is also heartening to watch a 70-
year-old Haasan croon old melodies with
4 lietle girl, or shake a leg to a fast-paced
number on stage.

The world has changed a lot over the
last 20 years when [ began as a rookie re-
porter. | remember attending the launch
of Mr. Haasan's Mumbai Xpress. The in-
vite to the event was quirky: it was print-
ed on a fake 500 currency note. The titlke
read 'Raajkamal Bank of India’ - a refe-
rence to both the Reserve Bank of India
and his production house, Raajkamal
Productions. The line below said: ‘1 pro-
mise entertainment for the entire family’.

Before the age of mobile phones and
social media, information about a film or
album was scarce, so film-makers went
all out to market their films in person.
Some adopted traditional ways of pro-
moting their films, such as through new-
spaper advertisements, while some were
others were more innovative.

Promotional material used to be a col-
lector's delight. Cassettes in the 1990s
gave us a quick peek into what to expect:
the audio cassette of Shankar's feans,

M

a, these efforts can get tiresome

with music by AR, Rahman, was packed
in denim in 1998, | remember walking in-
to 4 neighbourhood shop to buy a special
edition audio cassette of Laysa Laysa in
2003, Priced at 0 at a time when cas-
settes cost around 50, it had just two
versions of the title song in its Side A and
Side B, serving as a curtain-raiser for the
album composed by Harrls Jayaraj. In
contrast, today’s audio invites arrive as
WhatsApp notifications.

Over time, promotions became more
and more geared towards grabbing eye-
balls. I remember the buzz surrounding
the launch of Mad) ttinam in 2010 -
the invite featured old maps of Madras
and old currency, and the venue of the
event, Chennal Trade Centre, way trans-
formed into the Madras of the 1940s, re-
plete with soldiers and people marching
along shouting slogans,

Actors too have varlous promotion
styles, While Rajinikanth did not perso-
nully promote Kabali, the 2016 film was a
massive hit in terms of promotions, Mr.
Rajinikanth's face was everywhere, from
billbourds to afrcraft. Parthiban has al-
ways been the most wacky. Attendees to
his Iravin Nizhal sudio launch in 2022
were greeted with a mouth organ, while
the invite to Teenz (2024) came with a
large ruler and pen. On the other hand,
actors such as Afith and Nayanthara stay
away from promotions.

Today'’s launches are aimed at digital
audiences, ‘Singles’ and ‘hook steps’ rule
the roost, Unlike earlier, people unfortuy-
nately seldom wait for an entire album
with songs in different genres to drop.
Songs themselves are chopped up in
films given our dwindling attention
spans, The goal seems to be to come up
with a catchy line and a distinctive dance
that will go ‘viral' on Instagram. So much
s0 that the team of Thiyg Life had a “Thug:
fluencers’ event in Chennai recently, and
reels of Mr. Haasan flooded Instagram
feeds, Is there :nr place where Kamal
Haasan, aka Vinveli Nayagan (Space He-
o), is not present?
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PICTURE OF THE WEEK

‘Hi, we are ready to be clicked'

N

A pair of meerkats peer at visitors from their glass enclosure at the Indira Gandhi Zoological Park In Visakhapatnam. They were recently brought to the 200 as part of an animal
exchange programme with the Greens Zoological Rescue and Rehabilitation Centre, facilitated by the Radhe Krishna Temple Welfare Trust, In Jamnagar, Gujarat. kr. oty

FIFTY YEARS AGO MAY 30, 1975

Newspapers hold their own
against TV and radio

New Delhi, May 29: The saturation point for
the press, radio and television appears to have
been reached at 14 European States as well as
n Australia, Canada, Cuba, Japan, New
Zealand, the U.S. and the USSR, according to &
unigue survey of the mass media in 200
countries by the UNESCO,

The survey shows that despite retreats in
some traditionally strong newspaper reading
countries, statistically the press across the
world s about holding its own, For example

FROM THE ARCHIVES %mm

France and the United Kingdom may now
have fewer newspapers and smaller
clrculations than ten years ago but Europe still
has more dailies, non-dailies and perfodicals
than any other region of the world.

The British, once the world's champion
newspaper readers, have yielded the title to
the Japanese and Swedes, who buy more than
one newspaper for every two ns, the
survey reveals, Africa still has nine countries
without a daily and circulations are low, but
the signs are that the press will develop there
as it has done in other parts of the world. Asia
has 20 countries having only one copy of a
newspaper for every 50 persons, but Japan
heads the circulation table and China with
1,908 newspapers tops the list for the number

of newspaper titles.
e

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO  MAY 30, 1925
North-Western Ry. Strike

Lahore, May 29' Acwnﬂvutum NW Ry Union

passed in an ( munnu of the mﬂwn held at
Lahore ¢ This mass meeting of the
strikers at Lahore assures Messrs, Hall, Miller
and Khan Ihll if the Raillway authorities do not

t I with them,
they are quue determined to carry on the strike
for another month with a view to to completely
disorganise the N.W. Railway administration by
closing each and every Railway station on the
line and thus compel the authorities to listen to
thelr demands,

a
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Editorial -
The case for a special fiscal package for Andhra Pradesh
:dhn Pradesh is in deep ﬁunchlrof
istress and there is a st case 1
Slow and A-mmmemmmm“:‘m- States and finances
. ) | dispensation for the State. Change In per capita own revenue after bifurcation
Ethnic violence has abated but peace na was carved out of the karger . ,
continues to elude Manipur State of Andhra Pradesh in 2014, the rump State 5.40. | Blate IR DI ent oun | Shungt In per sneés
t has been a little over three months since of Andhra Pradesh demanded that k be given a Uttar Pradesh (Mother) ™
President’s Rule was declared in Manipur special category’ status to cope with the loss of | ¢ e Finance w002
after a disastrous spell when the State p: derabad, the d tax of the Secretary to the L (UtirPradesh (Rueg) e L]
vernment, led by the Bharatiya Janata Party’s N, combined State, Even though then Prime Government of India = Uttarakhand 1,338 (+) 5.9
Biren Singh, failed to de-escalate tensions in the Minister Manmohan Singh gave an assuranceon | and o former Wadhya Pradesh (Mother) 1,108
onmﬂlqﬂh;llc conflict, By all accounts, there has the floor of Partiament conceding this demand, Gavernor, Reserve 2 [ ~Machys Pracesh (ump) 2001/02 100 o
been a significant reduction in gun violence and the Act dividing the State did not make any Reaietine - " ) "1ren
arson, which had flared up sporadically since the for a speclal category status. |irnaee | e
ethnic conflagration began in May 2023, Some of ‘The division of the State took effect in June Bihar (Mother) L
the weapons that were looted from police con- 2014, a time when the National Democratic 3 | = Bikar (Rump) 2001/02 34 6%
stabularies have been returned and the miliants AlNarce goversment had replacad the Unked |- Jrarkhang_____| s o2
do not seem to be roaming around with sophisti- rog: mmﬁlhm ok & "'gﬂ“m N. Andhva Pradesh (Mother} 1,10
cated weapans fmpudently as they did earlier, ¢ e ol et 4 | = Andhea Pradesh umg) | 2013716 | 9,007 s
But that has not meant that peace mumed Minister of the rump State of Andhra Praclesh, All
The free movement of pecple and goods ac through his m-m m1+|9) Mr. Naidu fought [=Telngena | L1563 | e
highways and between the hils and the valley b e Tt Mo R T Mo o s St oy A B it of et
continues to be impeded. There have been no walled the “ e mrouarad (ot th
signs of any thaw in the hostility between the two e P“;“:'(;w!““ dimace
communities that were at the centre of the con- iy soont specil catagery
flict and this has meant that thase displaced, and scheme on the advice of the 14th Finance victory for Andhra Pradesh, Consider State divisions that hay
wha lost their homes in the valley and the hills Commission, A better option for Andhra Pradesh is toseek a | 2000: Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh an hnr
are yet to return. That the peace has been frudlel Mr. Naidu, who returned as the Chief Minister special package of assistance that s more were up in the year 2000, and Andhr:
was seets i the the Imphal vall cumulml In 2024 is staring at near empty coffers after the generous than a straitfacketed special category Pradesh was divided in 2014, ‘!‘htubluhom
in protests Mb:;y‘ a ncu't,( Inclde:ny durd of structural fiscal handicaps and the status. There are many precedents for politically that in terms of per capita own revenue, in each
runup to the Shirui Lily festival, in Ukhmnr pressure of funding undfordnbk freebies under driven, discretionary special packages such as the of these cmn. the carved out States, namely
trict in late May. When a State transport bus wilh the preceding 5. J'f“ m'mw“mw special plan for ud d and
journalists drove close to Kuki-Zo inhabited government (which he topped up hnndwmety in a and the Bundelkhand special package for plm-d at the expense of the rump
‘aress, some securit nnel placed stickers his own campaign). Competitive freebies under Madhya Pradesh and Uttar Pradesh, Bibar was States. But the loss in the case of Uttar Pradesh
on lh; bus to hide I}L'mmel of the State - an act electoral pressures are a State-level issue and the ulnomm I jal ‘pre-election’ plduﬁ in 2015, | and M a Pradesh was relatively small when
that riled civil soclety groups in the valley, Osten- Centre Is under no obligation to come to the ‘one off" packages on compared to that of Bibar and Andhra Pradesh,
sibly, this was done to allow for their safe ' State's aid. But the Centre has a definite dllauinmry grounds mhn the ledml flbrlc One possible formula for a special package is
lhnn"h the Kuki-Zo areas but it only .m‘wu obligation to compensate Andhra Pradesh for the and are best avoided. A neater option is for the that if the loss in fiscal capacity of a State on
groupsin the valley who saw this as an act of kow- structural fiscal losses it suffered on account of Finance Commission to recommend a special account of division is more than 10%, the Centre
towing to d & e the bifurcation of the State. package for Andhra Pndnh stn«dlcl“lmnce would give a n?echlmmndov«a
tlon”, one of the key demands of the KukiZo It 18 for the C isan P body limited period to compensate for the loss. On this
ane of An option Finance enjoying a constitutional status, its formula, both Bibar and Andhra Pradesh will
the lmur‘-'pn:m had Wﬂd transpart ser- A straightforward option is for the Centre to i dation will gravitas, qualify for assistance.
vices through their areas but stepped back after a make an exception and accord ‘special C o ‘The Finance Commission could of course
stern stance by the organisers of the festival status to Andhra Pradesh on the ground that itis | come up with States and divisions consider other formulae that it thinks better
It Is understandable that the Unlon lu.vrm- only fulfilling an assurance given in Parliament, an apolitical But what is the case for Andhra Pradesh that the capture the gain or loss in fiscal capacity. The
ment has to walk a tightrope in Mani and that But for Andhra Pradesh itself, this may not be an and Finance Commission should consider? important thing is that States such as Andhra
explains the relatively slow pace of 4 Tetien attractive choice because the ‘special category formula-based All divisions of States into smaller units post Pradesh that have lost fiscal capacity on account
“true normaky”, But the government must take status’ has been watered down, Unlike before, solution so that 1956 have been done on political, ad; oft are not abandoned to fend for
strong steps in disarming insurgent and chauvi- when a special category State received substantial States that have phical considerations. This has themselves. It is incumbent on the Finance
nist Wl;l” who contioue to humw inthevak fiscal support through Plan assistance, all that it SUe . ly resulted in an uneven division of fiscal Commission, which s free to make
ley and the hills. It should also send out a mes- now gets is external loans such as those from the lost fiscal capacity. There are many indicators of the fiscal recommendations to put our fiscal federalism on
that these '.““m- will not represent the World Bank on stightly softer terms. Such a capaclty are capacity of a State. One of the most robust is the a sound footing, to evolve an , apolitical
sage o diluted ‘special category status’ will be a hollow not abandoned State's own revenue, and formula-based solution to the problem.

respective communities in the peace and politi-
cal initiatives that are needed to resolve the con-
flict. The distrust of state institutions has led to
ethnic partisans setting the discourse. In order to
reverse this situation, i stronger commitment to
implementing the rule of law, while focusing on
rehabilitating the victims of the conflict, is the
need of the hour. Meanwhile, there have been
calls for the restoration of the State Assembly,
with some MLAs claiming majority support for a
fresh iteration of an NDA government. This step
should only be considered if there is some con-
sensus on steps to be taken towards normaley
amony the elected representatives of the respec:
tive communities and civil socety actors.

Danger in the sea

India’s response to maritime disasters

n the afternoon of May 24, MSC Elsa 3,

carrying more than 640 containers,

started tilting off the coast of Kochi, ap-
parently due to an operational problem. The
nearly three-decade-old ship was said to be struc-
turally safe. The crew abandoned the ship after
unsuccessfully trying to right ber. Now, Elsa 3 is
lying at the bottom of the seabed 50 metres be-
low. As per the cargo manifest, officials say the
ship had 13 containers with hazardous goods,
Twelve had calcium carbide, a reactive com-
pound, and one had “rubber solution”. Some 50
containers, many empty, were floating and get-
ting tossed around by monsoon weather. Officlals
say the rubber solution has reacted with the sea-
witer and accounts for the plastic pellets being
found on the Kerala coast. Five containers with
calcium carbide, another pollution hazard, are
lying on the seabed and need to be safely dis-
posed of before they cause damage. Some ol pol-
lution has also been reported. There s as yet no

Rewriting the script of early childhood education

people strugle to catch up,” said
the Nobel Laureate Prof, James
Ihdanun ﬂu-hﬂdlmlulwhnwllwh«u
is partly &

uf this “lottery of birth", A child born in India has
a onednive chance of being born into poverty,
affecting their health, nutrition, learning and
earning potential, Yet, there is a way to these
odds, From the decision by Uttar Pradesh to hire
11,000 dedicated Childhuod Care and
o Odisha
launching Shishu Vlulun and Jaduipedi Kits,
States in India are showing the way.

The Curve was a p
maodel that provided a simple yet profound
insight - of the relationship between age and the
rate of return on investments in human capital.
Heckman found that every dollar invested in
early childhood education yields a return that
ranges from $7 to $12, with lasting impacts:
children who receive quality early education are
four times more likely to have higher eamings
and three times more likely to own a home as
adlults, By age five, many gaps in outcomes - such
as carning potential and quality of life ~are

already evident. Children often struggle

throughout life If motivation and learning habits
are not nurtured early.

Learning outcomes

Yet, India’s ECE system faces three major
challenges. First, children are not receiving
sufficient instructional time. Nearly 5.5 crore

“ ome kids win the lottery at birth;
smwomnyckml«mdml
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Strategic
Investments in
early childhood

day on preschool instruction, which is far short of
the scheduled two hours, and only 9% of
pre-primary schools have a dedicated ECE
teacher. We are planting trees wllhnu the rl;ht
care to help them effects

has taken the decision to open Shishu Vatikas in +
all government schools to make children in the
age group five to six school

Whllc increased mndlmwould lead to

in learning outcomes. 11\e India Faﬂy Childhood
Education Impact Study found that only 15% of
pre-primary ren could match basic objects, a
skill essential for letter fon in Class one.
Similarly, only 30% could identify larger and
smaller numbers, which are foundational for
arithmetic. As a result, children often start formal
schooling without the skills they need, with many
bypussing essential ECE entirely: 2% of
three-year-olds, 5.1% of ar-olds, and nearly
one-fourth of five-year-okds are enrolled directly
in Class one.

lenyge. Most parents care dnply about
their children's education but may lack guidance
on supporting early learning, Empowering
parents with simple, effective ECE practices can
m.lk! a ignllklm dlﬁmce For instance,

their
pnﬂldp-llnn in ECE ocnm activities can deepen
their involvement.
In Madhya Pradesh, the monthly Bal Choupal
programme engages with parents directly by
showing them the importance of play-based

learning. With smartphone access
The issue of resources, emm mlvanlpummlmmu-mhe rther
Second, the thoughtful | through WhatsApp or EdTech apps,
for early childhood education remdnu a allowing parents to support their children’s

challenge. The Government of India spends only
!l.zs:hchildlnnullly on ECE compared to
t37ooouuudmmmdwolmanm largely

development.
In perspective

duck hi i that are
oﬁm underused. Then llmpOym not enough
teachers to implement these resources, and there
isa luk mlwu one supervisor I:
g 282 To

improve uvmidu. we need urmad I\mdm (1
hire more supervisors and dedicated ECE
teachers, These measures, though modest,
promise high returns.

Uttar Pradesh has now moved abead on the

hiring of nearly 11,000 ECE educators for

1 these odds may seem like an uphill
batle, but with targeted funding and increased
parental involvement, we can provide our
children with the iomdmlonl deserve,
Dy zon aver a billion Indhm will enter lhe

oppnmxnhy lnfﬂ‘npe lndlu'- role in the world
economy, Strategic investments in ECE and
engaging parents in their children's learning
Joumney could help 200 million Indians escape
the lottery of birth and give today's young

clarity on how to safely dispose of the plastic pel- children between ages three to six are enrolled in education and Balavatikas in all districts, The State also learners the chance to become tomorrow’s
lets. 14 lakh operational Anganwadis and 56,000 engaging organised a six-day residential training leaders, This is a critical pathway to realising
Though containers have tremendously boost- e pre-primary schools, ever, parents will help | programme for 50 master trainers from 13 India's vision of becoming a true Vishwa Gury,
ed work] trade logistics, oversight and control of Anganwadi workers spend only 38 minutes per young learners districts to train them on ECE pedagogy. Odisha empowering generations to come,
what each container that passes several hands,
ships and yards has is a global problem, Besides
the 600-0dd containers still lodged inside Elsa 3's LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
€ space, some 365 tonnes of heavy fuel oil
60 tonnes of diesel lie inside the ship's tanks, Manipur situation has done a good job of demonstrate that he wears achievements would be leaders to maintain clarity, the early onset of the
“That much of the oll has not seeped out yet is for- The intent by some in the turning the defence of his patriotism on his more than unfair to the consistency, and an southwest monsoon has
tuitous but there Is every possibility of it happen- National Democratic India’s position vis-d-vis sleeves? A poet dreamt that | valour and the sacrifices of accountability to the values | undoubtedly exposed the
ing if quick action is not taken. The Chennal coast Alliance *to form a ‘popular’ | Pakistan into an unqualified | he was a butterfly and was India's armed forces. their party stands for. creaky drainage
was ravaged by 250 tonnes of heavy fuel oil from government in Manipur" is eulogisation of the top left to wonder which way he | S, Rukma Sharma infrastructure of Indian
an oll tanker that collided with an LPG carrier in strange (Page 1, May 29). leader in the course of was dreaming, The MP Bengalury Jalandhar, Punjab cities, There is no doubt
2017, MSC Elsa 3 s a toxic dump that needs to be That these people are India’s diplomatic outreach | seems to share the poet's that several of India‘s
quickly disposed of, Salvers are being engaged unaware of the ground (Inside pages, “Shashi predicament, The MP's statements have Digital literacy metropolitan cities do not
and they will follow international insurance pro- reality is cause for concern. Tharoor faces flak from his G. David Mitton, sparked understandable Digital literacy in rural India | have well-equipped
tocols. The National Ofl Spill Disaster Contingen- The consensus of all own party for remarks on Maruthancode, Tamil Nadu outrage within his own Is essential. Many lack drainage systems to deal
cy Plan (NOS-DCP) names the Coast Guard as the stakeholders and a proper LoC breach”, May 29). party. While political Internet access and basic with the recent changes in
nodal agency for such responses. In Chennai, the settlement of the ethnic Reading between the lines, Had the erudite leader maturity involves digital skills, Governments weather patterns, With
response was delayed by several days md there conflict is what will pave one can say with certainty remembered the acknowledging national and schools must provide weather vagaries becoming
was much and a lack of the way for a conducive that the MP awards more India-Pakistan war of 1965, xhltvmmsLyond party | the necessary infrastructure | the new normal, cities have
between agencies. In Kerala, however, there has environment. One expects marks to the government of | he would have known that lines, it is troubling when and training, Bridging this to invest more to revamp
been enough time to rig up an effective the g of the day the day than previous the Indian Army had not such statements blur divide ensures equal their drainage systems to
With ambitious plans for economic gmmh that to engage with the warring Congress governments in only crossed the ceasefire deological bound and for ed avoid the flooding that
will inevis lead to a surge in ship traffic, the factions and find a lasting dealing with Pakistan, For line but also captured the confuse people. ]obs. and growth, As a affects livelihoods and
government has also planned to draw more na- solution to the crisis, all his scholarship, entire Haji Pir bulge in the By appearing to align with student, | believe it is time causes damage.
tional and global transshipment traffic into In- Prabhu Raj R., sophistication, sensitivity Battle of Haji Pir Pass, It the ruling party's narrative, to act. M. Jeyaram,
dia’s waters. India Is only set to see 4 great num- Bengalun and sensibility, are his marked a tumning point in the MP risks weakening the Buvan Doolla, Sholavandan, Tamil Nadu
ber and variety of ships of varying cargoes on its words laced with the the conflict and held until Opposition’s position and Mumbaé loternemaliedts
coast in future, The Kerala response will show MP's line belligerence typical of vacated under the Tashkent | inadvertently bolstering the letters@thehindu,co.in
how well prepared India is to handle a major Congress Member of right-wing j Is \y Not recog BJPS ganda. It is must carry the postal address
maritime disaster, Partiament Shashi Tharoor there a desperation to such significant military essential for Oy i rainfall fol and the full name.
* @ - » ao - 1l S - » - ~
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Tobacco affordability fuelling
cancer epidemic in India

Unlike in other countries where higher prices have deterred smoking, prices remain low in India: tobacco affordability undermines the World Health Onganization's
MPOWER framework and weakens control, hindering efforts to reduce tobacco-related cancers; implementing robust policies are the need of the hour to curb tobacco use

WORLD NO TOBACCO DAY

Yid Karmarkar

ake a walk around any Indian

office, and you're likely to spot

some employees gathered

outside, sipping tea and
smoking a cigarette. Sandeep, a young
marketing professional, calls such “sutta
(smoking) breaks™ a creative escape. “It's
time to take a break from work stress and
make connections. The chai-sutta break is
where ideas flow as freely as the smoke.”
But for many non-smokers, this come at a
cost — involuntary exposure to
second-hand smoke.

According to GATS2 data, nearly 42% of
men and 14% of women in India use
tobacco. Home to 70% of the world's
smokeless tobacco (SLT) users, SLT is

preferred over smoked tobacco in the
mumry In smoloed tobacco, the bndn is
y in

rural and Imv “income groups. Dmrpneuw
preference for bidis, India has seen the
largest increase in the market share of
cigarettes globally.

Rajesh, a shopkeeper in Mulshi, a
village near Pune, says, “Bidis are what
people here can afford. Cigarettes are for
the city folks. But now even in villages,
people want to try cigarettes because they
think it's modern.”

Both SLT and smoked tobacco
drastically increase cancer risk,
particularly for lung, head, neck,
stomach, and pancreatic cancers. "My
uncle chewed tobacco for years,” said
Sunita, a homemaker from Maharashtra.
“He passed away from mouth cancer, and
we didn’t realise how dangerous it was
until it was too late,” she says.

India ranks first globally in male cancer
incidence and mortality rates. Among
tobacco-related cancers in males, lung
cancer leads globally, while in India, lip
and oral cancers top the list, followed by
lung cancer. "Every time | see someone
with a gutkha (which is banned in India)
pouch in their pocket, I feel like warning
them,” says Manish, a college student
whose father died of oral cancer.

Along with the health burden, tobacco
use imposed an economic cost of W77
lakh crore (1.04% of India’s GDP) in
2017-2018. Smoking accounted for 74% of
these costs, while SLT use made up 26%.
With tobacco use on the rise, both health
and

Call to action: People taking part in a rally against smoking on the occasion of World No Tobacco Day which is cbserved annually on May 31. K. MURAL KUMAR

India faces a dual challenge of
significant health and economic burdens
from tobacco-related cancers and the
complexities of lung cancer screening in a
tuberculosis-endemic country. This
underscores the urgent need for
evidence-based anti-tobacco policies as a
primary prevention strategy. However,
the tobacco industry’s influence —
through policy interference, pricing
tactics to maintain affordability, targeted
marketing, dense tobacco shop networks,
and a lack of political will - ensures
widespread tobacco accessibility.

“The fact that a bidi costs less than a
cup of tea is a tragedy,” says Ashok, a
retired clerk. “When I was younger, |
didn’t think twice about buying a bidi.
Now I see how cheap tobacco ruins lives.”
Taxation is a critical yet underutilised tool
in reducing tobacco use. Despite the

GST increase to 35%, it falls
short of the World Health Organization's
recommendation of taxing tobacco at 75%
of its MRP to effectively deter use. Even
with the steep increase in tobacco tax, its
impact decreases if consumers’ income

ic costs are proj
increase. Rajiv, who quit smoking allzr a
cancer scare, says: “1 never realised the
financial toll until I saw the hospital bills.
Smoking doesn't just cost you money —
costs you your life and the lives of those
who depend on you.”

Unlike in many countries where higher
prices have curbed smoking, rising
incomes in India - especially among the
450 million middle class - have outpaced
tax hikes. With more purchasing power,
tobacco remains affordable. The 2024

Union Budget's unchanged tobacco taxes
woruned the issue, enabling

ing,” where
absorb tax hikes to grow their markets.

Unit pricing
A key factor in tobacco affordability is i
unit pricing. A pack of bidis has a median
price of U2 but can be found for as little
as ¥5. Similarly, smokeless tobacco
products have a median price of 5, with
some being sold for as low as 21. Shankar,
a daily wage labourer and cancer patient
says he could afford to buy a few packs
every day. While ci packs have a
medlan price of 95, cheaper options are
available for as low as ¥5. Sonia, a college
student, says, “Cigarettes are so cheap
that they’re easy to buy. The government
needs to make it harder for people like us
to afford them.”

To enhance affordability, cigarettes are
often sold as single sticks - a practice
banned in 88 countries but not in India.
Priced at approximately 215, single sticks
become easily affordable and bypass
graphic health warnings. Research shows
that 87% of Indian ngamm wndan snll
single sticks,

tobacco, makes the current tobacco
pricing affordable to fulfill their cravings.

Tobacco affordability undermines the
WHO's MPOWER framework and weakens
tobacco control, hindering efforts to
reduce tobacco-related cancers. Reducing
tobacco use is vital for cutting cancer
incidence. Implementing robust
antitobacco policies can be effective in
curbing tobacco use.

Regular tax hikes that outpace income
growth can make tobacco products
unaffordable, discouraging their use.
Additionally, banning single-stick sales
can reinforce health warnings and curb
impulse purchases. Further, allocating
tobacco tax revenue towards public
health initiatives, such as cancer
screenings in underserved areas, can
have a significant impact. Enforcing plain
packaging with prominent health
warnings can also reduce tobacco's
appeal, while restricting sales near tea
stalls can help break the ‘chai-sutta”
association. Robust enforcement, through
regular inspections and penalties, is
essential to uphold these regulations.

(Dr. Vid Karmarkar is a social
researcher, writer and

tea stalls, mniomng the wudeqlmad
“chai-sutta” culture.

In India where a significant propartion
of the population earns 70180 per day,
along with the addictive potential of

advocate of advancing equitable cancer
care and global health. He is also the
Jounder of the Canseva Foundation, a
registered nonprofit organisation.

vid karmarkar@gmail.com)
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India ranks first globally in
male cancer incidence and
mortality rates. Among
tobacco-related cancers in
males, lung cancer leads
globally, while in India, lip and
oral cancers top the list,
followed by lung cancer
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Along with the health burden,
tobacco use imposed an
economic cost of TL.77 lakh
crore (1.04% of India's GDP| in
2017-2018. Smoking accounted
for 74% of these costs, while
SLT use made up 26%
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India faces a dual challenge of
significant health and
economic burdens from
tobacco-related cancers and
the complexities of lung cancer
screening ina
tuberculosis-endemic country.
This underscores the urgent
need for evidence-based
anti-tobacco policies as a
primary prevention strategy

BIG SHOT

Science behind scent: how skin microbiome
can influence effect of perfumes on humans

Taking precautions: People wearing masks while waiting at King George Hospital in Visakhapatnam as
COVID norms get reinforced in the city. Number of cases have been rising across the country. KR, DEEPAK

e . | '

Ramya Kannan

or someone who has been

battling bad bugs for his en-

tire professional life, life has
produced an interesting deviation
for Abdul Ghafur, infectious dis-
eases expert. He has now begun
engaging with the good bugs too,
looking in particular at the skin mi-
crobiome to see what perfume is
right for you.

The perfume type has to be at
ease with your skin microbiome,
for it to actually work. Otherwise,
multiple applications and overex-
posure to the chemicals in the per-
fumes might turn sour, at the least,
and at the extreme, even tum
harmful for humans. “We think of
bugs as being all ‘bad’, but that is
not true at all. About 99.999% of
bugs are either neutral or good for
us. It's only 0.001% of bugs that are
‘bad', rather, disease causing,” Dr.
Ghafur says.

“lam a connoisseur of perfume.
And I've always wondered why
some perfumes work for some pe-
ople, but not for others. No two pe-
ople have the same skin micro-
biome, and that’s why a perfume
that smells divine on one person
may not work the same on anoth-
er. The secret lies not just in the
perfume, but in how your skin's
bacteria interact with its ingre-
dients,” he explains. If a certain

pr
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The perfume type has to be at ease with
your skin microblome, for it to actually
work, ISTOCKPHOTO

perfume does not work, “people
just keep changing their brands
frequently, or they think they have
to apply more, spray liberally, or
use the perfume multiple times.
All of which cannot be good, be-
cause these perfumes are essen-

etc. And we have plenty of data on
these skin microbiome,” he says.
Sweat itself has no odour, it's just
salt and water, it is the skin bacte-
ria that lend the smell to sweat.

What causes body odour

As far as body odour goes, there
are three key groups of enabler
bugs: Cutibacterium acnes, found
in areas rich in sebaceous glands
(face, back, chest, armpit, groin),
contributes to a odour
through lipid breakdown. The se-
cond is Corynebacterium, found in
moist regions like the armpit and
groin, which converts sweat com-
pounds into pungent volatiles in-
cluding sulphur

wrist, while musky scents are bet-
ter suited for comparatively moist
regions such as the neck.

There is a lot of information
available about the skin micro-
biome from a health perspective,
but literally none of that has been
adopted by the fragrance industry.

He has now taken up skin mi-
crobiome metagenomic testing for
other connoisseurs of
“We are not recommending tcsnng
for everyone. There is no viable
business model for routine, expen-
sive meugznmmc testing before

a perfume. Our goal is to
share valuable insights from mi-
crobiome and VOC (Volatile Organ-
ic C ) research and how

Finally, there is Staphylococcus
epidermidis, common on the face,
scalp, armpits, and groin, which
plays a balancing role - less direct-
ly involved in odour production
and may help prevent overgrowth
of stronger odour-producing
microbes.

The concentration of the skin

tially a cocktail of ch Is that
can impact the skin, cardiac health
and may also be carcinogenic,” he
adds.

That is what led him to studying
what determines why perfumes
work or not. *It's skin chemistry,
basically. The human skin is home
to millions of bacteria that control
the pH level, dryness, oil content

is i by food,
the environment and weather
changes, but the percentage com-
position of the main bacterial
group remains the same for an in-
dividual for a long while. There are
general preferences on where cer-
tain fragrance types perform bet-
ter — for instance, floral notes tend
to work well on drier areas like the

they can be appl.md conceptually
to fragrance use,” he says.

Recent cunsumer surveys, he
adds, have shown an increased in-
terest in safe and microbiome-
friendly products.

“Several deodorants are already
microbiome friendly, but that kind
of orientation for perfumes is mis-
sing,” Dr. Ghafur says.
(ramya.kannan@thehindw.co.in)

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
sclence@thehindu.co.in
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Yen for growth
Euphoria over GDP size should be tempered with realism

he IMF in its latest World Economic

Outlook has projected that India’s nominal

GDP will be $4.18 trillion in 2025,
overtaking Japan as the fourth largest economy in
the world. This is a milestone indeed, and the
cheerleaders are out. But the euphoria needs to be
tempered with some realism, Just six years ago in
2019, Japan’s nominal GDP at $5.11 trillion was 82
per cent higher than India’s $2.83 trillion.

India suffered a much larger contraction
% than Japan (5.7 per cent versus 1.2 per
cent) in the pandemic year of 2020, But
since 2020, a scorching annualised growth
' rate of 9.4 per cent in India’s nominal GDP
has helped it race ahead of Japan, which has
suffered a 3.7 per cent annual contraction
in this period. India’s climb in the global
GDP rankings is thus a function of its
economic resilience post-Covid, It must
also be acknowledged that India managed
this recovery without e: ive fiscal
stimulus, This has left its sovereign debt
parameters in better shape than the
advanced economies, But then, as home to
the world's largest population with
favourable demographic tailwinds, itis
hardly a surprise that the Indian economy is
growing in absolute size, relative to the
greying advanced economies. Now, India
should aspire to level with nations such as
Japan on growth with equity and superior
human development indicators,

Though India is marginally ahead of
Japan on the size of its economy, its GDP
per capita (current dollars) will still
average just $2,878 in 2025 compared to
$33,955 for Japan, $89,105 for the US and
$55,911 for Germany. Even populous China
will manage 813,687, India’s per capita
income appears better on PPP (Purchasing
Power Parity) at $12,131 but still lags China
($28,978) and Japan ($54,677) by wide
margins. India’s high growth rates in the
last decade have lifted millions out of
poverty, But income inequality remains
pervasive. The recently published
Household Consumption Expenditure
Survey (HC showed that in 2024,
average per capita houschold spending in
rural India were just ¥4,122 per month, 41
per cent less than urban households, In
urban India, a creamy layer (top § per cent)
household managed per capita spending of
over €20,300 a month, while a bottom § per
cent household eked out a living with
€2,376. Yawning regional disparities are
evident with households in Bihar,
Jharkhand and Chhattisgarh getting by
spending less than half of those in the
Southern States.

We are not in the big league on human
development indicators. UNDP places
India at the 130th rank among 193 nations
inits Human Development Index (HDI),
Poor rankings on parameters such as years
of schooling and life expectancy are a sure
sign that excessive reliance on the private
sector to deliver universal health and
education simply isn't working, Itis good to
see India surpass yet another developed
country, but ultimately, GDP milestones
should make a difference to the aam aadmi.

POCKET

RAVIKANTH

KARNAL SINGH
VEDIKA PANDEY

n his 2024 Independence Day
address, the Prime Minister
called for Indiato lead the global
gaming industry, highlighting its
cultural potential and the need
for indigenous innovation. To achleve
the vision of a clean, compliant
foundation for the gaming ecosystem,
the government has reportedly decided
to bring online real money gaming
( under the Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA), Gaming
operators will now have to register with
India’s money laundering watchdog, the
Financial Intelligence Unit-India (FIU),
conduct know-your-customer (KYC)
procedures, malntain transaction
records, and report suspicious
transactions,

Indla has a fragmented regulatory
landscape for gaming, particularly when
it comes to online activities, The Public
Gambling Act of 1867, which several
States still follow, bans public gambling
but exempts games of skill
Post-Independence, the Constitution
placed betting and gambling under State
Jurisdiction and brought games of skill
under central regulation, This means
that skill-based real-money games
like poker, rumny and fantasy sports
are protected as legitimate business
activities across the nation. On the other
hand, the permissibilicy u(;;umu of
chance or gambling, varies from State to
State,

1llicit offshore operators exploit
India’s fragmented regulatory
landscape, often misleading users into
believing their services are legltimate.
Operating without regulatory sanction,
they ¢ taxes, deceive users, and
perpetrate large-scale fraud by
siphoning funds abroad and abruptly
shutting down operations — leaving
users high and dry. Notable cases
Include the Mahadev betting app, linked
to suspected proceeds exceeding €6,000
crore, and Flewin, which defrauded
users of over €400 crore, These
operators rig outcomes, fabricate
winnings, and use networks of shell
companies, crypeo wallets, and bank
accounts to launder money and move it
abroad.

The solution lies in subjecting all

o
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Online gaming needs
PMLA scrutiny

MEASURED STEPS. Money laundering, terror financing and fraud are
among the most significant risks posed by illegal gaming operations

GLOBALLY RECOGNISED RISK
Money laundering, terror financing and
fraud are among the most significant
risks posed by llegal gaming operations,
Weak cybersecurity also leaves users,
particularly minors, vulnerable to data
theftand online abuse

RMG attracts over 155 million yearly
users. Due to the high volume and
velocity of transactions, often Involving

financial regulations aimed at reining in
digiral services that operate in a legal
grey zone. A parallel can be drawn with
the cryptocurrency ecosystem, where
PMLA rules notified in 2023 brought
virtual asset service providers under
regulatory oversight. This enabled the
FIU to monitor transactions more
cln:cl{\'xmd take penal action against

1TV I

processes could alienate casual or
low-risk users, driving them towards
riskier alternatives — undermining the
very goal of curbing money laundering,
The Singapore banking system offers a
cautionary example — when
unprecedented numbers of users
recently abandoned bank services due to
lm:llum In KYC processes during

real money or virtual assets, gaming
services can be exploited for money
laundering, The process typlcally
Involves three stages. In the placement
phase, operators inject illicit funds
through deposits or virtual credic
purchases. During layering, they obscure
fund origing using In-game transfers,
currency conversions, ete, Finally, they
withdraw the “cleaned” funds as
winnings or refunds, often via crypto or
cross-border payment channels.

Terror financing s another serious
concern, as the anonymous and
borderiess nature of services enables
transfers using prepald gaming credits
orvirtual items, which are difficult to
trace. Terror operatives may also use

play as a cover and

gaming operators to financial
compliance obligations under the
PMLA. Once safeguards are enforced
across the board, it will no longer be
possible for fly-by-night or offshore
‘tmummwmrﬂlhm\ unity,
Those unwilling to comply will be forced

facilitate such transfers, Jurisdictions

like the U , and US impose robust

anti-money laundering (AML) and
the fi Ing of

B A

(CFT) requirements to mitigate rigks,

The Financial Action Task Force, an

International AML/CFT watchdog, also
" )

out, while legitimate
platforms will continue to operate and
row, Financial regulation, in effect,
comes the filter that separates the
wheat from the chaff.

for similar

FINANCIAL HYGIENE NECESSARY
The inclusion of online gaming under
PMLA will be the latest in a series of

therefore imp R
accountability in the sector,

Online gaming now finds itselfat a
similar crossroads. Just as crypto service
providers evolved from opacity to
accountability under the welght of
financlal regulation, real money gaming
OPEFALOry MUSt BOW Operate with
responsibility.

However, as with any compliance
regime, itis important to anticipate the
downsides of applying AML regulations
oo rigidly.

Chief among them Is the risk of users
shifting to unregulated offshore
platforms to avoid the friction of KYC
requirements. This is especially
concerning given that such platforms
often market themselves with slogans
Tike *no GST* and 'no KYC'

Overly burdensome onboarding

Notable cases include the
Mahadev betting app,
linked to suspecte
proceeds exceeding
16,000 crore, and Fiewin,
which defrauded users of
over 400 crore

R
Agraded KYC approach, where the
level of due diligence Increases with user

activity and risk is appropriate. Initial
onboarding can involve minimal but
effective verification — for instance, a
one-time password (OTP) check of the
user's mobile number. Pull KYC can be
triggered after a spending threshold is
crossed, requiring 1D, address, and bank
account verification,

Thix tiered approach is already used in
other regulated sectors. The RBI permits
orp. huwdonhmrmns‘ for pre-paid
instruments with a €10,000 cap,
n\'ornlungllmr lower risk. SEBI
similarly exempes mutual fund investors
from PAN submission for annual
Investments up to 50,000

The goal of the proposed rules should
not be to punish compliant platforms,
but to close the gaps that bad actors
exploit. Awell-calibrated PMLA
framework should prioritise
intelligence-led enforcement and
proportionate compliance, ensuring
resources are directed where risks are
highest,

Karnal It formar head of the Enforcement Directorate +

and Managng Partner a Circle of Counsels, and Vedba
15 alawyer. Views are persoral

Misleading debate on RBI draft gold loan norms

The proposed lending and collateral directives are fair to all parties concerned. The current debate misses basic issues

—
S Kalyanasundaram

nApril 9, 2025, the Reserve

Bank of India (RBI) released o

draft notificatlon tieled ‘RBI
(Lending against Gold Collateral)
Directions, 2025". As Is customary, the
draft was opened for public comments
and stakeholder feedback.

Inthe past week, a sudden and intense
debate has erupted — primardly in Tamil
Nadu. Politicians across party fines have
urged the REI to withdraw the “new
conditions” on gold loans, citing their
potential impact on poor and
middle-class families who rely on such
loans during emergencies. It is worth
noting that these are draft guldelines,
not final rules.

Much of the criticism appears to stem
from a misunderstanding — or
misrepresentation — of the draft
notification, To understand the RBI's
Intent, it's helpful to refer directly to ity
communication:

“The Reserve Bank has restricted
lending against primary gold gold
bullion due to broader macro-prudential
concerns as also due to the speculative
and non-productive numrn:ﬁuld."

However, it has allowed lending
aguinst gold jewellery and ornaments to
meet short-term financial needs, The
REIemphasised that current regulations
alm to:

“.provide borrowers an avenue to
tide over tight liquidity conditions by

LOAN NORMS. Political Ire srocmwar

leveraging idle gold jewellery, while
simultancously addressing risks for the
lenders.”

RISING RISK

Over the past year, xoldrrlu‘- have
surged significantly, which has drivena
sharp increase in gold loan portfolios,
Thix trend ralses concerns about
potential market corrections and
increased credit risk,

The rotal outstanding gold loans
Including those from banks and NBFCs

stood at €11.11 lakh crore in
December 2024, 27.26 per cent rise
from 4.73 lakh crore in December 2023,
Per data presented in Parllament, gross
non-performing assets (NPAs) from
gold loans In scheduled commercial
banks and NBFCs rose by 18,14 per cent
between March and June 2024,

The draft guidelines introduce a
clearer distinetion between:

* Consumption loans - For
emergencies, medical needs, consumer
purchases, etc. These do not generate
income,

« Income-generating loans - For
business or productive purposes. These
loans shall primarily be categorised as
per the purposes for which they are
extended and shall not generally be
categorised as gold loans.,

‘The quantum and tenor of income
generating loan shall be assessed on the
basis of credit requirement and cash
flows likely to be generated through the
economic activity and not on the basis of
value of the collateral.

KEY PROVISIONS

Proof of ownership: REI mandates that
lenders verify the ownership of pledged
gold, If original purchase receipts are
unavailable, borrowers may provide a
declaration explaining ownership, This
measure Is cructal to prevent pledging of
stolen jewellery, which does not create a
valid legal pledge.

Loan tenure: The draft caps the
tenure of consumption loans
(particularly bullet loans) at 12 months,
This alms to ensure that such loans
remaln short-termand
emergency-oriented. While this may
affect borrowers used to rolling over
loans through interest payments, it is
not a ban on renewals — banks may
allow renewals if interest Is serviced
regularly.

Loan-to-Value (LTV) ratio: The
maximum LTV ratio for gold loans is
proposed at 75 per cent, applicable to
both banks and NBFCs,

This I a protective measure for both

lenders and borrowers:

© Higher LTV reduce the margin of
safety,

o Ina price fall, low-margin loans are
more likely to result in jewel forfelture
and forced auctions,

o Alower LTV helps maintain
borrower commitment and protects
asset value.

Valuation/Appraisal of Gold:
Contrary to claims by some politicians
and unbon leaders, the RBI has not
proposed mandatory external
appralsers, The H\udclnml simply state:

*Lenders shall appoint qualified
assayer (8) valuer (), who do not have
any negative records.”

“hix allows banks to continue using
their existing appralsers — whether
internal or contracted — provided they
meet basic quality standards,

Return of collateral: A borrower's
gold jewellery must be returned within
seven working days of full loan
repayment or settlement,

Surprisingly there is no comment or
objection to this provision, Once the
loan is closed, there s no need to hold
the securities and on the same day or at
the most within a day the lenders must
be able to release the jewels,

The RBI's draft guidelines are almed
at risk mitigation and financial discipline
in the gold loan segment. Unfortunately,
the public discourse has been clouded by
misinformation and political posturing,

The writer s a retred banker

® LETTERS TO EDITOR sond your letters by emal to bleditor@thehindu.con or by past to ‘Letters to the Editor’, The Mindu flusiness Une, Kastur| Buildings, 859-860, Anna Sali, Chennal 600002

MSME credit woes

While micro, small, and medium
ernerprises (MSMEs) have been
Idenitied as foremost engits
groweh, as this sector s made up of

wrategy, inchiding provding access
toworking capital with a €5.crare
cred card faclity and a rapiel

Shakmerien (TH)

! drbursement mechanism through
banks, akorg weh prepossls aimed at

for dhsbursing to the MSME sector

Punish fraudsters

dy fraudsters
Mo

they realy wish to ‘ou

soet of ‘surgical strike’ on madern

ower, banks, both public and
private, ought to be a step shead, if
mart’ them

weeks earker than normal with a
downpour, sthough it may hil
reservors and serengthen anrwal
rairdall data, may not help 3 the
crops sice auniformly spread
raindall weh measured variations

“It’s not Covid-19. It's the morning walks

you take for good health!”™

63 milion registered enterpeises that
account for 29 per cent of the
countrys GOP, 40 per cent of the
exports, and a whopping 60 per cent
of the workforce, sasy access to
credit has continued to plague their
functioning

Under these circumstances, the NIT
Aayog has suggested a six pranged

upgrading technology and a focused
sl development program = n
welcome

Conuderingthe poor credit
penetration, which stands at an
abysmal 14 per cere compared to
Chinar's 37 per cent, the government

needs to set up aseparate,
eavy-access non bankng mechansm

This refers to the news report
‘Ranking fraud amaunt triple to
36,014 crove In FY25, public sector
banks hit more: RBI (May 29). While
sucha surge could be driven by
reclasshication of 122 past cases per
Supreme Court ring dighal and
loan frauds dominate. Ranking frauds

of this magniude call for lsunchinga

Any lackadaisical apgroach on ths
count could be harmful

P Db

manwoon gairm thes yesr
The monsoon sett

aver a period is desrable
However, with the unpredictable
nature of late, it s too early to
conelude the monsocn pattern and

ains since there s a long way to

Hadohss Uhage. (Karrminbs;
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'adache of a Bill

‘Big Beautiful Bill’ faces rough Senate passage

—
Sridhar Krishnaswami

§ President Donald
U T'rump had to goto
Capitol Hillto cajole and

coerce House Republican
holdouts on his ‘One Big and
Beautiful Bill'; and the House
Speaker Mike Johnson along with
afew of his colleagues had to pull
anall-nighter to enable passage by
one vote: 215to 214

But were these efforts worth
the trouble? Indications are that it
is not only the Democrats in the
Senate who are itching fora
showdown; a handful of
Republicans too seem eager to
take the House version apart.

‘The chances of the Senate
returning an exact version of the
House ‘Big and Beautiful Bill' is
between one of three: fat, slim and
none. It is not just the Democratic
Senators who are objecting to the
$4.5 trillion in tax breaks, though
they would be reluctant to slam
the new add-on like no taxes on
tips, overtime and car loans.

And given the nature of the
constituencies there will be some
Republicans and Democrats in the
Senate who will be inclined to
oppose the raise in the federal
deduction cap for state and local
taxes, known as SALT; and the
rollback on green energy tax

TRUMP'S BILL. Bipartisan

criticism wuros

Some Democrats are
incensed that federal
deficit will be
increased by about
$4 trillion and cuts in
Medicaid and food
stamps will amount to
$1 trillion in reduced
spending

beautiful bill'. It is rhetoric. It is
false advertising, The goal should
have been to reduce average
annual deficits",

The deficits in the House Bill,
according to the Wisconsin law
maker, were “completely
unacceptable”, Another fiscal
hawk, Republican Senator Rand

breaks of the Biden era. Paul bluntly said “ I'm not voting
to raise the debt ceiling $4 trillion

DEFENCE SPENDING to 85 trillion”.

What has irritated some fiscal

conservatives, who are looking to ADVANTAGE DEMOCRATS?

Without a doubt Democrats are
seeing an opening in the passage
of the House Bill, an avenue they
have been waiting for since last
November's drubbing. “Let me
Just say what the House just
passed last night makes it
significantly easier for us totake
back the Senate’ §
Minority leader Chuck Schumer,

1f House Republicans in the
blue states are worried about the
political fallouts of cuts in
Medicaid, Republican Senators in
the red states could not care less
about increasing federal
deductions cap of state and local
taxes in wealthy blue States.

The Senate version is expected
to be ready by July 4 with
Democrats only to be expected to
use every available legislative
manoeuvre before a conference
committee drafts the final version
which will have to be d

reduce deficits, is that the House

ckage adds some $350 billion
including additional money for
the Pei ntagon and funds for
Trump's Golden Dome defence
shield. And of course there is the
additional spending for
deportations and border security.
Some Democrats are incensed
that federal deficit will be
increased hY about $4 trillion and
cuts in Medicaid and food stamps
willamount to §1 trillion in
reduced spending.

“This is one big ugly bill",
House Democratic leader
Hakeem Jeffries remarked.

The buzzword among
Republican Senators is “changes”,
especially pertaining to energy tax
credits at micro level and overall
deficit management at the macro,

What House Republicans find
difficult to digest, especially those

Dollar
uncertainty A

on therise

THE GREENBACK. While the world’s
dependence on the dollar and US growth

remains, pockets of independence are emerging

SMITA ROY TRIVEDI
ABHIMAN DAS

nApril 4,the US

President announced

tariffs on various

countries; the subtext

being US growth is no
longer a public good for global citizens
toenjoy. Meanwhile, the uncertainty
around tariffs has peaked with
Wednesday’s Manhattan Court ruling
striking it down. The impact of all this
turmoil on the dollar and the US
economy, on which the world remains
heavily dependent, remains to be seen.

Amidst this helghtened

isolationism,is US growth indeed a
public good global citizens enjoy
anymore? We argue here that while the
world is still dominantly dependent on
the US growth, yet in the ocean of dollar
hegemony, islands of
dollar-independence are emerging,
However, they remain polarised, making
the global economic structure
vulnerable,

BURDEN OF PAST
‘The fall of the pound sterling and the
parallel rise of the dollar by World War 11
marked the establishment of the dollar
as the global currency and the US
growth as a quasi-public good: benefits
of which could be enjoyed by global
citizens. \Vlllu\mcmuupcmnl tothe
dollar under Bretton Woods, the
provision of more and still more dollars
was the basic necessity for global
growth.

While the collapse of the Bretton
\Vno\lq sprang from this notion of overt

i on dollar, yet after 50 years

who thought they had made big
sacrifices, is that their colleagues

in the Senate believe a more bitter

in the House. To the Republican
leadership, the final push will

pillis on the way. make the recent all-nighter look
like a school picnic.

DEFICIT

As Republican Senator Ron The writer is asanior journalst who has

Johnson put it, “The goal of the
House was to pass ‘one big,

reportedfrom Washingten DC on Narth
America and Unted Naticns

thehindubusinessline.
TWENTY YEARS AGO TODAY.

May 30, 2005

Maharashtra wants coal blocks back from KPCL

Faced with the need to mobiise additional coal supplies to feed its power

e 0n the UPA
Government at the Centre to revert to an earlier decision of the Coal Ministry
to allocate a string of coal blocks located in the State to Karnataka Power

[ ation Ltd (KPCL)

plants, the Maharashtra Government is likely to exert press,

KPMG to help revamp postal network

The Government has roped in global consultant KPMG
restructuring the postal network acr ndate given to
KPMG includes identifying new areas of business, The idea behind this
corporate restructuring i 1o wipe out the Rs 1,400-crore deficit of the
Department of Posts.

> prepare a report on
e country, The i

1A fleet purchase plan awaits CCEA nod

we remain ona quasi-Bretton Woods
structure where the dollar continues to
be the numeraire currency. A Bank of
International Settlements report (2022)
shows the dollar is involved inaround %
per cent of transactions in global
markets: average turnover per day (with
the dollar on one side of the transaction)
was $6.6 trillion in 2022,

Arecent IMF report shows that in
2023 over 80 per cent of trade financing
was done using the dollar and around 60

b and

think -bl -5

US trade deficit as % of
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per cent of forex reserves of the central
banks were maintained in dollars, These
ratios haven't changed much since 1990

(‘Geopolitics and its Impact on Global
Trade and the Dollar’, Gita Gopinath,
May 7, 2024). Chart 1 shows the trade
deficit and current account deficit of the
US as per cent of global GDP. This is the
direct exposure for firms worldwide, and
second order effects of this include the
dependence of local economies on
exports to the US,

What is the impact of the
dependence? First, the dollar serving as
the only viable global currency leads toa
quasi-currency union structure, For long

The dollar acting as a
global currency
facilitates trade,

yet it also prevents the
independent monetary
policy by member countries

the dollar has acted as global money:
perceived ‘safe’, because of U \puhmn[
dominance; ‘available’, because of the
continued deficits; and ‘fluid’, given the
full capital convertibility for the US.

Adopting the currency of a low
inflation country buys stability. But US
inflation has hardly been stable (Chart
2). Thus, value of the ‘global money’
remains unstable, leading to burden of
adjustment falling on firms and
economies that use the dollar, With
tariff policy driven uncertainties, there
are serious questions on the dollaras a
‘safe’ and ‘available’ curre

Second, while the domestic inflation
situation in the US informs the Federal
Reserve’s decision on policy rates, given
the largely liberalised capital markets
around the world, countries synchronise
policy interest rates wanting to avoid
capital outflows, The dollar actingasa
global currency facilitates trade, yet it
also prevents the independent monetary
policy by member countries.

GETTY MRS TOCRNOTD

Third, fiscal policies around the world
cannot be coordinated because of
different domestic needs, The
synchronisation of monetary policies
without a corresponding
synchronisation of fiscal policies
reduces policy effectiveness, tying up
domestic liquidity condition with the

lubu]hquldll’v rovision, which till date
JN'!. ns through dollar flows.

While the world has no control over
the American political process and
hence public policy, yet the US policy
and its eccentricities determine the
provisions of dollars and hence liquidity
for the rest of the world.

THE FUTURE

As much as the dependence on the dollar
remains, there are pockets of
independence. China has followed a
strategy to internationalise the
renminbi (RMB) for a decade now with
Increased use of RMB in cross-border
settlements, currency swap
arrangements, and bilateral trade
arrangements. China may, to a certain
extent, be able to isolate fts growth from
the US market.

Moreover, the US may continue to
consume Chinese products reaching the
US markets circumvented through other
countries, or produced with Chinese
Inputs given China's spread in the
supply chain.

However, without full capital
convertibility, the renminbi is unlikely
to replace the dollar as the global reserve
currency. Problems remain with the
alternative payment systems as well:
China’s Cross-border Interbank
Payment Systems (CIPS) could lead a
move away from the dollar based
International payment system,

However, its usage remains in pockets,
diminishing integration.

That said, the search for alternatives
will continue. The dependence of the
world on the dollar and on US growth as
acorollary has no doubt received a sharp
setback post the Trump-tariff ambiguity.
To the extent US economic policies
become unpredictable and inward
looking, dollar dominance will decline as
the world looks for and accepts
alternatives.

Trivedi s Asscciate Professor, NIBM, Pune, and Das ks
1CIC) Bank Chalr Professor, IM Ahmedabad Views are
strictly personal

Trump-Xi truce under fire over student visas, tech curbs

Bloomberg News

ust weeks after US President
Donald Trump declared a “total
reset” with China followinga
trade truce in Geneva, tensions are
rising again between the world's
biggest economies,
Trump’s administration on
Wednesday announced it would start

block Huawel Technologies Co. from
selling advanced Al chips anywhere in
the world, prompting an angry rebuke
from Beljing,

TECH FACTOR

“Geneva was positive because both
sides are ofhcmly talking to each
other," said Alfredo Montufar-Helu,
senior adviser to the China Center at

mﬂlng ( hlm-sc sxudent visas, while the Conference Board. “But the
¢ on didn't really deal with the
the sales ofdnp delhzn software and core issues that are driving

While US and Chinese negotiators
brought down tariffs from

eye-watering levels for 90-days, they
still need to hammer out a deal to
rebalance trade — that took years in
Trump’s first term. Both sides are also
indisagreement over Beljing’s role in
the illegal fentanyl trade, as well as rare
earths and chip controls.

Inasignany larger deal is a way off,
Trump has yet to speak with his
Chinese counterpart since returning to
office, despite suggesting several times

group in the US — was unveiled by
Secretary of State Marco Rubio, who
before taking office was twice
sanctioned by Beljing,

That dispelled any notion China
hawks within the Trump
administration are losing influence,
after trade officials in Switzerland
showed a preference for dealmaking
with Beljing,

China's Foreign Ministry called the
visa policy “discriminatory” at a regular
briefing in Beijing on Thursday, with

o X % " N rtedly some jet engine parts to competition between the two sides. sucha call was imminent. spokeswomen Mao Ning saying it
The long delayed ’|re"l purchase plan of indian Ailir n--‘"'. A) Is expe " C{IOM. Chiefof them all — technological The crackdown on Chinese students  would “only further un xmmunc"
placed before the Cabinet Committee on Economic Afairs (CCEA) next That came shortly after it sought to dominance.” — the second largest international America’s global reputation.

th. The Ministry of Civil Aviation expects to get the comments of other .
s, including Finance, by next week
® BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2707
EASY NOTSOEASY
ACROSS DOWN ACROSS DOWN

01, Fundamental (5)
04, One employed for
domestic duties (7)

08. The making of
something clear (13)

10. Concerning birth (5)
1. Sound bell (4)

12. Type of serial (4)

6. Crinkly fabric (5)
17. Entanglement
3)

Tusked whale (7)

interweaving (
1

20 Measured

minute-wise (5)

01, Percentage for keeping back
defivery of stock (13)
02 Heakh resort (3)

03. Professional marr's customer (6)

04 Evasive, tricky (6)
051 truth (6)
06 lll-wi

07. Full of feeling (6.7)

09. One directing orchestra or
chair (9)
13, Burn the surface (6)

14, Bring back to mind

15. Mortar (6)

18. Tree with serrated leaves (3)

01, Fundamental degree should be read as it's printed (5)
04, A domestic may be civil, working in Whitehall (7)

08, Racial fiction about the making o

understandable (13)

10. About the birth of Atlanta? No thanks! (5)
11 To get ane on the blower is ¥

12. A good-eaking person of the

outwit (4)

16. Material used for a pancake in France (5)

17. The weaving together of mental cent

orgsised (13)

19. Right hand has a lawn to play around with tusked

monster (7)

20, Found out how lang it took to go biack to sea (5)

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2706

ACROSS 1. Proud 4 Stump up 8. Endorsing 9. Soc

DOWN | Prete

10. Eminent 12. Beau 14, Den

t 18 Gondola 20 Rub 2

01. Postponement of stock delivery in reverse to lan, maybe (13)

02 In Seuth Africa leading politician may go here for his

heak!

3.0ne employing a lawyer to get Cek in trouble (6)
O4. Furtive way to mave before end of May (6)

er's work (4)

06. 1 s truly & motoring event that involves the East (6)

posite sex to 06. Bad feeling is aim Tony must disperse (9)

07.Is compassionate bt may have threatened Red

revolutien (6,7)

® one 09. 1t mary transmit charge to the man with the baton (9)

13, Have a burn-up, or burn it superficially (6)
14, Remember to ring ane back (6)
of 17 (6)

18 Himender gave up holding atree (3)

15,1 glues the last part

1. Bone china 23. Lines up 24, Eagle

vatural 2. Ordain 3. Darkened 4. Sai 5. Urge 6 Poster 7. Picture palace 11. Thong 13 Pinnacle 15, Turban 16, Coping 19 Ebbs 22. Nip
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Why US trade court struck down many of Trump’s tariffs

RISHIKASINGH &
ANAGHA JAYAKUMAR
NEW DELHI, MAY 26

A US TRADE court on chnuday struck
f Donald Trump's g

as “contrary to law”, ruling that an emer-
gency federal Act invoked by the adminis-
tration did not give the President “un-
bounded authority” to tax imports,

A three-judge panel of the Court of
Inlmuﬂuml Trade in New York found that

Trumph, hi

he invoked the 1

court to pause the enforcement of the order
citing a “foreign policy disaster scenario”. It
has also filed plans for an appeal to the US
Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit.

The case & court
Twelve US states and five small busi-

ncsws had challenged the l.m!ls The states
hem, and

ing anywhere in the
country, The nine judges
of the court, who have
lifetime tenures, are ap-

mal the tariffs dnd not specifically focus on

drug cartels, which was cited as the reason

for targeting Mexico, Canada, and China,
The key question before the court was the

creased powers for the
I'resldrnl in economic
matters, thy

On April 2, Trump imposed “retaliatory
tariffs" on US trade partners as a response to

curtailed by the IEEPA

; including a lack of
reciprocity in our bilateral trade relation-
ships, disparate tariff rates and non-taniff bar-
riers”, which amounted to an “unusual and

damental international payment prob-
lems”, inchuding “large and serious balance-
of-payments deficits”,

That these powers are granted under
“narrower, non-emergency authorities” im-
plies that tariffs cannot be imposed uncon-

ythrea Ml security
and monomy ul the United States”,

These
flat 10% until July, w\m lhr US government
trade

pointed by the President, Under the Act, these au-
One of the three judges thorities *may only be
on the panel that gave exercised to deal with
Wednesday's opinion - - ——d anunusual and extraos-
was  app by TRUMP TARIFFS dinary threat with re-
Trump, The NYT re- spect to which a na-
ported. DNLY DECWE tional gency has
been declared”,

The ruling

extentof the President TS
matters, and if these unﬂs &-Il

Economic Powers Act of 1977 (IEEPA) on
April 2, which he called *“Liberation Day",
The court also ruled against taniffs previ-
mﬁympxmdnn(;um Mﬂkn..\ndﬂmn
ling does not affect tariffs
by the administration under other, separate
legal authorities, The New York Times reparted,
The court gave the executive 10 days to
complete the process of ending the tariffs,
The Trump administration has urged the

within their scope,
The LS Court of Inu:rmmml Trade (US-

two cases [which the court clubbed to-
gether)..is whether the IEEPA delegates
lhﬁl‘ puwcn to the President in the form

www indlanexpress.com/explained

Trump declared a
national emergency un-
der the IEEPA on his first day in office, citing
the threat of international cartels that "have
engaged maumpaww[wxlcm.\nd terror

CIT) is tasked with
sive system for judicial review ol civil actions
“arising out of lmpml transactions and kd-

tions aff

tariffs on

;nods from nurly every country in the
world,” the court said.

It held: “The court does not read IEEPA to

formity in judicial decision-making that af-
fects import transactions,
The USCIT can hear and decide cases anis-

DLW 2] CLIMATE

WHAT EXPERIMENT SIMULATING
DROUGHT INAMAZON FOUND

A SHORT walk beneath the dense
Amazon canopy, the forest abruptly
opens up. Fallen logs are rotting, trees

sistant to the drought,”

Adead white
tree inside
the plot of the
Esecaflor

projectin
Brazil. ap

Concerning findings

“The forest initially appeared to be re-
said Lucy

confer such authority and sets
aside the challenged tariffs imposed..”

The court reasoned that while the World
Wars and the Great Dx had ledtoin-

-Jand|

deals with it. Indeed, over the past few
weeks, the US has finalised trade agreements
with the UK and China, and talkes with India
onatrade deal are

However, the USCIT held that “The
President’s assertion of taniff-making author-
ityin the instant case, unbounded as it is by

ugs,
violent criminals, and vicious gangs®,

The subsequent “trafficking tanifls" are now
at 25% for Mexacan and Canadian products and
Zﬂxlurnnupmdum Thecourt ml«d lhal

setforthin mnsromm d

any in duration or scope, exceeds
any tariff authority delegated tothe President
under [EEPA, ThrWaddwthnd Wulury
tariffs are thus ultr vires tolaw.”

lly, it said.

What comes next

The S&P 500 and Nasdag rose on
Thursday, boosted by Nvidia, which posted
strong revenue growth, Reuters reported.
However, investors also assessed the court
ruling blocking most of Trump's tariffs.

ruling does not seal the door on tar-

iff announcements indefinitely. The White
House has reacted aggressively, with a
spokesperson saying, "It is not for unelected
Judges to decide how to properly address a
national emes °

Trump will likely use the ruling as fodder

It also said that the Trade Act of 1974
grants the President limited authority to
impose restricted tariffs in response to “fun-

for his criticism of the legal sys-
tem, "We are living under a judicial tyranny,”
White House deputy chief of staff Stephen
Miller said on Thursday,

The nature of escalation

Controlling escalation is key to credible deterrence. Since 2016, India's response to Pak-sponsored terrorism
has undergone a change. The success of Op Sindoor shows this strategy is working. But challenges lie ahead

SHUBHAJIT ROY

TNE}'OUI NIGHT military confrontation be-

grow sparser and sunlight hits the

d, an ecology p: atthe

ground in some places,

This is what 24 years of severe
drought looks like in the world's largest
rainforest, But this patch of degraded for-
est, the size of a football field, is a scientific
experiment.

Launched in 2000 by Brazilian and
British scientists, Esecaflor — short for
“Forest Drought Study Project”™ in
Portuguese — set out to simulate a future
in which the changing climate could de-
plete the Amazon of rainfall, It is the
longest-running project of its kind in the

workd,
Understanding how drought can affect
h bec th
& o (
Y
global carby acc

study, When trees are cut, or wither and
die from drought, they refease into the at-
maosphere the carbon they were storing,
which accelerates global warming,

Creating drought conditions
To mimic stress from drought, the
project, located inthc(mmm National
Forest d some 6,
ent plastic panels across one hccuu di-
verting around 50% of the rainfall from
the forest floor, They were set 1 metre
above ground on the sides to 4 metres
above ground in the center. The water
was funneled into gutters and channeled
through trenches dug around the plot's
perimeter, Next toit, an identical plot was
left untouched to serve as a control

In bolh m-as msuumrnls were at-
dand

University of Exeter. That began to change
about 8 years in, however, “We saw are-
ally big decline in biomass, huglnsmsmd
mortality of the largest trees," said
Rovdand. This resulted in the loss of ap-

iaand P gan early on

May 7 was the most expansive autbmlk of

hosulmn since the war of 1971, During
i Indhia hit 100

km inside Pakistan and Pakistan occupied

Kashmir(PoK), while Pak launched aerial at-

ck J8K, Punjab, Rajasthan, and Haryana,
A it

A0 of thy ight of the
vegetation and the carbon stored within !
it from the plot,

The main findings were detailed in a
study published in May in the journal
Nature Ecology & Evolution, It shows that
during the years of vegetation loss, the
rainforest shifted from a carbon sink toa
carbon emitter.

Esecaflor’sd simulation draws
some parallets with the past two years,
when much of the Amazon rainforest,
under the influence of I Nino and the im-
pactof climate change, endured its most
severe dry spells on record,

“In both cases, we're seeing a loss of
the forest’s ability to absorb carbon...
Inste:

ad, carbor back into

the atmosphere, along with the loss of
forest cover,” said

The decades-long drought did not,
however, turn the rainforest into a sa-
vanna, as earfier model-based studies had
predicted.
Now, measuring recovery

In November, most of the 6,000 plas-
tic covers were ref , Now, scientists
are observing how the forest changes,

“The forest has already adapeed, Now
we want to understand what happens
next,” said meteorologist Jodo de
At

buried to measure soil moisture, air tem-
perature, tree growth, sap flow and root
development, among other data, Two
metal towers sit above each plot, from
which NASA radars measure how much
water is in the plants.

vice of Esecaflor,a
professor at the Federal University of Para
and co-author of the Nature study,

“The idea is to see whether the forest
can regenerate and retum to the baseline
from when we started the project.”

THE

b Yy
strategist Herman Kahn's 44-step "escalation
ladder”, the situation can be seen as having
begun with the terrorist attack in Pahalgam
on April 22 — the “Ostensible Crisis” — and
gone up to the stage of “Dramatic Military
Confrontations™ before India and Pakistan
agreed to a ceasefire of May 10,

Kahn's escalation ladder
The idea of escalation began to appear in
strategic literature in the years after the end

of World War Il Kahn, who co-founded the
think tank Hudson Institute with the vision
of “thinking about the future in unconven-
tional ways”, was the preeminent Western
theorist of the "structure” of escalation,
Kahn xmphurhrrsalalmw.uahd—

der, g
of conflict.

In 1962, Kahn proposed a 16-step ladder
of escalation from "Subcrisis Disagreement”
to “Aftermath”, Then, in his book On

vel

(From left) Lt Gen Rajiv Ghai, Air Marshal AK Bharti, VAdm AN Pramod, and Maj
Gen S S Sharda during a media briefing on Op Sindoor on May 12,

Then came Step 3 ~"Solemn
and Formal Declarations”, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi vowed
to "pursue the terrorists and
those who shelter them to the
very end”, And Pak Prime
Minister Shehbaz Sharif prom-
ised a "crushing reply to any
Indian misadventure”,

Kahn's Step 4 is the
“Hardening of Positions —
Confrontation of Wills™, India

The two militaries remained
at Step 9 for four nights before

rorist launc Pol. On Feb
zawmyuwummm”mmn
Churu, Rajasthan: “1 won't let the nation be
destroyed... It is my promise to Bharat Ma that
Twon't let her head be bowed"

There was a clear shift in India’s strategy
against Pak-sponsored terrorism,

In his address on May 12 this year, Modi
articulated India's current doctrine: a befit-
ting response on India’s terms; zero toler-
ance for Pak's nuclear blackmail; and no dis-
tinction between terrorist leaders and state
sponsors of mmnsm

Thisis.
icy than before, Targeting the Pak embhsh—
ment that has long used cross-border terror-
ism as an instrument of policy means the
military and government of that country are
not off-limits for future retributive actions.

By linking Pak- hasrd groups like the
Lashiaar-e-Taibaand k
rorist attacks in the US and UK, Modi also
framed Op Sindoor as Inclia’s war on terrorism.

Takeaways, future outlook
Ncw[)thhasulaktulw\ politically,

P military action.

Change of doctrine

In Choices: Inside the Making
of Indian Foreign Policy, former
National Security Adviser Shiv
Shankar Menon concluded the
chapter on the 26/11 terror at-
tacks with the line: *,..Person-
alities matter. With a different

blamed Pak fornottakingaction ~ ONESCALATION: mix of people at the helm, it is
against terrorist groups, while METAPHORS AND quite possible that India would
Islamabad asked forevidenceaf ~ SCENARIOS have chosen [to act) differently
India’s accusation, adding that BY HERMAN KAHN |after 26| 1], In fact, if India is

India’s position on the IWT
would be deemed as an “act of war

1965) he
developed a more detailed, 4-step ladder of
escalation — with “Ostensible Crisis™ as Step
1,and “Spasm/ Insensate War" as Step 44,

The India-Pak escalation

The Pahalgam terror attack, in which Pak-
backed terrorists killed 26 civilians, can be
described as an "Ostensible Crisis™ — Step 1
in Kahn's ladder,

This Jed toStep 2, "Political, Economic and
Diplomatic Gestures”. India’s decisions from
Apnil 23 onward, from putting the Indus
Wiaters Truky in abey-\nce to cancelling visas

Join FREE Telegram Channel https//t me/+jUYKQOAFHBAWMGQ1

Beijing & Vatican: a short history of religion and Catholicismin China

RISHIKA SINGH
NEW DELHI, MAY 26

withamonk named Aluoben in the seventh

century, during the time of the Tang dynasty
(618-907 CE). Huwwcr in 845 CE, anwmr.-s

including C

POPE LEO X1V has asked for prayers for
China's Catholics to be in communion with
the Holy See, wading into a prickly foreign
policy issue between Beijing and the Vatican.

were limited by an imperial edict.

An ltalian Jesuit priest named Matteo
Ricei (1552-1610) who travelled from
Eumpe tulndu, and then wChuu iscred-

OnMay?25,

pacy, the pontiff said: “In the churches in
China and throughout the
world, prayers have been raised
toGod asa signof the solicitude
and affection for Chinese
Catholics and their commun-
fon with the universal church.”
He was referring to the special feast day
of May 24, which was initiated for China's
Catholics in 2007 by Pope Benedict XV1,
Communist China severed diplomatic

EXPLAINED

GLOBAL

leamn the language, literature, and etiquette
of the Chinese, and

China.
Ricei learnt Mandarin and the local cul-
ture to reach out to the local
population. He wrote: *Jesuits|
initially did not attempt to
speak very clearly about our
holy law... They rather tried to

an be labeled as such.

The matter esc — "Show of
— when the Indian Navy on April 27

ind

as-mluducrm
mel\numlanuv:n

LOWER TNKESHOI.D FOR ACTION:
India’s "new normal” has lowered the
threshold of response in case of a major ter-
rorist attack in r\: ure, India's response will
likely begin from Step 3 and could very
quickly escalate to Steps 9 and 10
(“Provocative Breaking off of Diplomatic
Relations™), Step 12 (“Large Conventional
War" ) would be very much on the horizon,

DIPLOMATIC CHALLENGE: With
Pakistan trying to project itself as the victim

before the international community, New
Delh h i

tweenthe twocountries that some in the West
New Delhi wants to make it

The book was pubhshcd in November
2016, Q\Scptunbcrn lmhansp«:ﬂlnrtrs

multiple anti-shi iring;
underlining its preparedness for long-range
offensive strikes. On May 3, Pak test-fired
Abdali,its surface-to-surface ballistic missile
with a450-km range.

Step 6~ “Significant Mobilisation” — was
quick and stealthy, and from May 7 onward,
the escalation quickly reached rungs 8
(*Harassing Acts of Violence”) and 9
("Dramatic Military Confrontations™). India
struck at nine terror locations in Pak and Pok,
and successfully thwarted Pakistani drone
attacks along the western border,

of P
Join FREE W h.nupp Channel hitps//whatsapp.com/channel/0029Van2VRb6 RGIOKH6oBAOF

Olenchlen-]tn('wll).qnchlenwy
an, with Pope
uoxwlnvalun x,luom Totwan

gical mnlasunmmmhmhpad&nhﬂ(.'ms
came days after terrorists had attacked an

Army brigade

have
clear that India was the original victim, and
that it responded in self-defence.

THE TRUMP FACTOR: President Donald
Trump's claimof a “US-brokered ceasefire”™ has
created achallenge for India, which has always

headquarters near Ur in J&K, rejected any third-party isvolvement in India-
That October, Modi told a gathering in ~ Pakistan issues. New Delhi has to navigate
Mandi, Himachal Pradesh: *Earlier Trump's and posts
1o be spoken of like this [in th ofcar-  on
rying out targeted military strikes against its NEW FRONTIERS OF WAR: Besides up-
Armycan d I

enermies|, you
do it too and is no less capable.”

India went a step further after the
Pulwama tervor attack of February 14, 2019
when it carried out aerial strikes against ter-

the mmmlkd the Vatican repre-
sentative in China for “espionage” in 1951,

In 2018, China and the Vatican reached
an agreement that allowed the Holy See to
have the final say over the appointments of
bishops proposed by Beijing, Many in the
Wiest saw the agreement as bowing down
to Chinese government pressure,

Limited recognition
During Mao's Cultural leulloﬂ
(1966-76),

y nthe
air, at sea, and on land, India will have to also
bulld capacity in the new frontiers of war

evolving and improving technology is
d\mym the rules very rapidly,

not ha ligious affiliations. wuhmcmmmm\lmmmwhk
Five religions are officially

Catholicism, Protestantism, Islam, lhtCuldWa Chnuummrmrnuandme

Buddhism, and Taoism. However, their ad- changing geopolitical situation gradually

such as the i saw them shift their allegiance.
bdumum\dﬂmlrmnud.nr\’mun Cmmlyonlyﬂmwmmems.mﬂy
istori Ppose Taiwan. The

Pew Research put the numberof Catholics — Holy See is one of these governments.

inChinaatai IOnulimmZOm'lhlsln- =

chuded churches  Reli under Xi

run by local pﬂms Unlike other religious
groups, the population of Catholics in China

to a communist society were purged, in-
cluding religious groups, It was only after
the economic reforms of 1978 under Deng
i they began to re-emerge,

example of their good lives..”
The Taiping Rebellion, a major uprising
against the Qing dynasty that Iasu'd for 14

as being incompatible with their ideology,
and a distraction for the working masses,
The Nati had mai

Article 36 of the PRC's constitution guar-
antees religious freedom, but with restric-
tions, It says, “No one shall use religion to

The Chinese state under President Xi
Jinping has moved away from an earlier

tobe view of religion as something tl?t could
Tension over Taiwan amid increasing commercialisation.

An aspect of China-Vatican tensions is Since Xicame to power in 2013, mr!alr
th fTaiwan, which Beijingclaimsas ~ and C Party have the
apartof China, *Sinicisation” of mlipons, aimed at main-

After the victory of the istsin  taining ‘Chinese char-

China's Civil War, the leaders of the
Nationalist Party (Kuomintang) fled to
Taiwan, where they established their gov-

emment Western

ties with the Vatican in 1951, Whathasbeen  years from 1850-64, was by £ engage in activities that disrupt public or-
China's relationship with the Catholic  Christianity, Mquumﬂlluduohk tained relations with the Holy See, but the  der, impair the health of citizens or inter-
Church over the decades? rebellion, People's Republic demanded total alle-  fere with the state's system,
Jesus Christ, with the mission of the Heavenly  glance from Chinese Christian priests, and  Religious groups and religious affairs shall

Catholicism in China Knvumu( Harmony. perceived their link with the Vatican as a ge subgect to control by foreign forces.”
Chisti, i religion  threat of of the C ist Party can-

amanar lndlene e SR S

governments as the “Republic of China”,
Under its "One China” policy, Ikl;nlre-

acteristics”. Critics say Sinicisation is, in fact,
an effort to homogenise disparate cultures
tomatch the practices of the majority eth-
nic Han population,

ph i s

increased, with those on Uighur Muslims of
the Xi i notable.

quired any country with
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

READING THE HIKE

Minimum support price system needs a reset. For now,
increase in MSPs is well-timed and well-intentioned

ITH THE SOUTHWEST monsoon setting in over Kerala on May 24,

eight days before schedule, lsmsnswd!ma(n!Narmdm Modi

has the support prices (MSP) for

Huricrops.UniImhsl)ur when they were declared on June 19,

the MSP announcement comes early enough this time for farmers to make informed
planting decisions. Equally welcome is the MSP of paddy being hiked by only Rs 69 per
qumulasayxmkslﬂmdksiﬂhd!lnamimtrdugyeu’saop&lduﬂy given

the record 63.1 mili Jof godowns, MSPshouI:I
have been frozen. The latest increase, the | isasecond-b

a problem that has both ic and India is producing
too much rice ( public stocks at over 4, 202

mtin 2024-25, is proof), which is a water-guzzler to boot.
The MSPs of other crops have been raised significantly. These range from 5.4-6 per

EDITORIAL PAGE

‘WORDLY WISE
YOUR OWN ACTIONS ARE A BETTER MIRROR OF YOUR LIFE
THAN THE ACTIONS OF ALL YOUR ENEMIES PUT TOGETHER.
— NGuGr wa THIONG'O

The deregulation we need

For mass prosperity, a culling of the regulatory
cholesterol that is holding India back is required

MANISH SABHARWAL

SINCE 1990, OUR central and state govern-
ment spending has increased over 100 times
to Rs 107 lakh crore, while India's per capita
income has increased around eight times to
$2.700.1dont want tolive in China, but lenvy
the 42 times rise in China's per capita GDP
since 1990, This rise has many causes and con-
sequences; China's car production has in-
maschu'mcssilu 1990 to 3.1 crore last

lurmpmspmlyaswemppkwxﬂlm
President Donald

Trump's vandalism on the
global trade system that enabled China's es-
cape from poverty, and the higher defence

i i One

tool could be trusting employers, encourag-

As an entrepreneur, the most puzzling

cent for urad (black gram) and arhar (pigeon-pea), to 7.1-8.3 per cent for
maize and cotton, and 8 9-13.9 per cent for soyabean, jowar (sorghum) and ragi. When
mmparedmthenme!percemhlgntMSPgranmdfofpaddy thtseseemqutema—
jorand well-i

considering the value of their imports, touching $5.5 billion and $17.3 billion during
2024-25.The same goes for cotton (where India has tumned a net importer ) and maize
(the domestic consumption of which, bmhasfeedmdfn:lyam.snsnglasmm
pmdumnn).um apart

water di-

and policymakers has been, “Who allowed
you to do this?” As a big fan of the “Theory of
Knowledge,” an 1B board high school subject
lhalaqjomsﬂrnmn! mgnindlmnbd

dedge, this

philosophy is baffling It is also the ultimate
ref cholesterol. i resolution

y of MSF
mumswermnwauuncmmnwhywuldhm\ﬂsgmwaupswimﬂumsl’sm
simply on paper? Take whichiso 's Latur mar-
ket at Rs 4,300 per quintal. That's below not only the just-announced MSP of Rs 5,328,
but even last year’s level of Rs 4,892,

and our labour without capital. Delnmng

2047 requires
until pnhibud governance with anything

India cannot be run from
Delhi; we must devolve
funds, functions, and
functionaries to state
capitals, despite new analysis
from Niti Aayog and the
think tank NCAER showing
states” dismal fiscal and debt

The MSP needs a reset. The go mustpmnnzp'ainﬂwissumc'tm Mm““""""‘wfﬂfh‘_"‘sm
R s 3 ployers, as research from the (hmk tank

tomeet i s for the publ Tations Pr Ca
Thi T work the same jobs and the same way as

perlammmrrnmgnshmddnmhummp-speﬂﬁcMSPsmﬂxper—ammmt men?No, they

support. Th market and also pro- and 200 sub-processes, mzluimg pottery
ient use of nutrients, mduhtnmus.l’mnln‘y manufacturing, cashew-nut processing, and
dairyand vege! 1z are ty doing this, There's those. reg- glass manufacturing Can employers think

ular field crops can’t — with some government direct income support.
Join FREE Telegram Channel https://t me/+jUYKgOAFHBAwWMGQ1

CONGRESS VS CONGRESS

By training its guns on its own leaders and a few imagined
enemies, Congress shoots itself in the foot
FCOURSE, THE Congress leadership has a problem with Shashi Tharoor —
distancing itself from him after he was chosen by the government to be part

of the Operation Sindoor di ic outreach; wearing its di on
its sleeve, day after day, tweet after snarky tweet, small-minded in a large
national moment. In their running 'y against the This MP,

the party’s leaders show, however, that the Congress's reaction to Tharoor's support for
the government’s respanse to Pahalgam is only a symptom. The problem is larger and
knottier: The party has failed to frame a clear and cogent response to Operation Sindoor
— as it has on other important issues.

What

about hiring night shifts
snnilady?Nn Women attract 59 special con-
Canfacto-

situation. The journey from
India’s first government
budget of Rs 198 crore in
1947 to spending over a
hundred lakh crore has

ries use all their land? No: Fifty per cent of an
mmmummmummm:
landto

tries 10 times richer. Can warkers work the

delivered many good

outcomes, but we must slow

down spending and public

debt growth if we aspire to
guod ancestors.

Join FREE Whatsapp Channel hitps-//wh

1 n2VRbSRGIOKH60BAOF

hwnﬂwml?m:hkmymhﬁ

y

ngs g from sharp silver dag-
hwntsmmms.
uswgwelsﬁndlﬁ&wvrlnnmaqu:m Mmsd&mdmmmﬁm
dereg-
tory cheaper than two lSO—workut‘xnma better
mlndn? No: One 300-worker factory needs ~ what j, bazagrand

40-80 per cent more land than two 150-
worker

sarkar. This requires acknowledging these
duuam:n dnﬁm:m ﬁmt(nam)by creat-
aless

andSmgapumu»
quire

tdwxhd!mlulkrdm?Nn The
mmdmmmmm

ida. Canallof ru-
ral India industrialise? No: Flﬁypucmtofm»

Mﬂg
our crorepati entrepreneurs into the Indian
5 : . ’

Gini coefficient, but it won't help our poor. The
only social security and prosperity

ral areas cannot tomin:

India can afford is massive non-

imum road width norms. farm, high-wage job creation by formal,
Our regulatory burden for: high- ivi
ﬂnlsardsofhws.cmlphmﬁhngsam The scal i
criminal whatFA  not ithin existil and
Hayek called the ...m....uf in Once that is accepted, unpleas-
his Nobel Prize acceptance speech in 1974 He mn\lﬂsmTIznmmllmgdmgu
mdmﬁtmdﬂimmm latory filing, and jail ISk

mqm:dmmmvvethc&ofdunghm»

hurmnhvwlcdglndﬂtimpomaf
fsing the ity of 2

ness
servme reform. India cannot be run from
Dum, functions, and

to state capitals, despite new

and it

ofdivkint S

analysis from Niti Aayog and the think tank
NCAER showi i and debt

orkmrwswhansbestﬁxmrymn Viksit

situation. The from India's first gov-
rmme_mbu‘lgtofls 198 crore in 1947 to

Bharat by 2047 requir
This deregulation does not mean lower

Rs
many good omcomts. hu! we must slow

ployers, or fewer A

'we

d ancestors.

madu'nmtlsawelhmm and govern-

anyml(ashmnrwm:l_gltwmuﬁul

ment social security, - us that and happi-
S ; ity. - ess are found in aligning your justuju
Jwithys

effective and efficient goals Indian policymaker’s

laws for protection. has since 1947: Mass

market fail icex- i n on that goal

temalities. But asevery doctor knows, the dose: mmachmnmmwmmx

makes the poison. Finally, em- until prohib-
must foc onlawand  itedby

il ikl et h ~

tion. The noisiness and methods chosen by

America's Department of Government The writer is the co-founder

Efficiency have set back govemment reform of Teamlease Services

WHAT TAMIL & KANNADA SHARE

Pitting one Dravidian language against another obscures their linguistic kinship

ROHAN MANOJ

Tosaythat its Lok Sabha MP doesn't speak for the partyonly begs
exactly is Congress's position, anyway? In of the Pahalgam at-
tack, along with other Opposition parties, Congress sent out a strong, clear message of

LATIN HAD ITS roots in the Aeolic dialect of
Greek. Or rather, that's what some scholarsin

umypkdgugsupwnmmegwunmzmSmmmmnh&hiedmmhmmfwu- antiquity, chiefly Greeks as one might expect,
self, and struggled tone, to raise th avigilant bcllcwd.Mmhsmvulll@mm
Opposmmug\ublynmdsmd: abomthn:mmunxk.mdﬂn s re- false; the
peces it chall ly share an-

to the language
of pique. Its approadl to lhe mulu-pany delegauons was muddled, to begin with.

on, of making social media jabs and jibes - da::nb-:dthunas P -

mstw Proto-Indo-European. In India, the
15th-century Manipravalam grammar,
Lilatilakam. hzwrd alittle closer to the mnh

tion™ Mnisd\tpmysubnltmdxlsuwnlmufnnnwmwcandlnsmgmuuf
External Affai - ing him as *JJ", accusing him of a “crime”
and of tippi Pakistan — if not bizarre, This, even as more
serious leadersin the party bit their lip and made noises to the contrary. All this has only

across.

mdhksﬂhl’iﬂwaﬂﬂxﬂam
underthe name “Dramida”, but rejects the in-
mmdnmwm'an"m'm
asthey were

the “Tamil Veda™ that is. the Tinnaymozhi. He

y Tamil Malayali so

tinct’ hlguig *Tamil" for

Another

preserv-

ingoid L

Tamilhas

have long been complex matters in
“Dravidian™ South India.

Amid the brouhaha over actor Kamal
Haasan's statement that Kannada “was bom
outof Tamil”, it'simportant toset a few things
straight. Although there are snl.l yawning

mnﬂarshpon fam-

by dint of bcm; attested in earlier forms):
The Tamil word for “ear” is cevi, whereas
Kannada has kivi, preserving the older
Dravidian "k (reconstructed form).
‘That said, several mysteries remain in the
ification of the Dravidi ping

ofBrahui, ndtoa

ily. the tax-
anwdatlusmrlnﬂ:rySunhDrmdnn

mmlmMynnmn-lllrn'mzq.mls
whether! i

ﬁll‘htrsﬁrul\klhzspxtfw?riuu.sqnsﬁm does admit, however, that others would in- and rthananyof mlnmurndmldedﬁunam
Congress It needs to, more & gory. the e evidence. yearsagn,
broadly, i d after Operation Sindoor, as on social justice, iy and The surviving corpus of Their common mm iselfa desomdim whm mm languages were far more
after the BJP-led government announced the caste census. There is much soul-search- thought, is lost to time. Su:h passing refer- Tamil literature is likl.‘ly of Proto-South-Dravidian, ould perhaps, tie
ingz. and much strategising, to be done if it wants to climb out of its corner. Yet, over one mﬁmmmﬁnugmdem older than its Kannada termed Proto-Tamil-Kannada, but we don't nmdmmlsdmemmm‘lymdl
o e PRCR 9 Foreign Minister of Br. af his- 2 hnwvﬂuntsownspukzrstdkdmﬂmh it Valley

a5 ot P 4 Gt torical-linguisti inations that by far counterpart, dating to the ed offfr it Civilisation The classification of thy

ey antedated Robert Caldwell's “discovery™ " ' Co! He: B from Proto- is anothe:
ers and a few imagined enemies, it only shoots itself in the foot. Dravidian Y orthe ?bllf;'::l.nt!un,.‘s l:(EE ok Tamil or Tamil from Kannada, I Lit's m - . SECOLRE Open
Izl’ssetthlsaylmalnﬂ!rplectoﬂus— dus "_ COntutics L& also meaningless to say that any natural lan- i i i loenin Iran be

torical evidence: A mediaeval i,or espite re fore it was Iran d litt
praise-poem, from Venaduw, a kingdom that to cast the Sangam p()cms as guaes)n “older” than any ather, asm;l The controversy over Haasan’s com-
and Tamil an elak faux-1 forms of & ments reveals the minefield of competing
FREEDOM HE WRO I E Nadu, which later became Travancore. Dating for created at the ‘U::: given point in time. ethno-linguistic claims that any appeal to
’ tothe early 1100s, it praises a king of Venadu ()frtl}‘:yarlvnu\ﬁa wal ThrsumvngmtpusdTanihﬁ:tums Dravidian brotherhood must navigate to be
. . sty fnrhudefeamh Pandya lord, Rajasimha, carly e . i dat- To rise above it would require a
Ngugi ‘_”a Thiong'o turned st9rytellmg into as “Tamil”, implyi hi Pandyas; such claims fly in ing wthe Iasn few centuries BCE or first few  politics of regional aspiration and counter-
resistance, and language into home mnlvnsmmmm'ramu.l’crhaps it's the face of all logic and mnmms CE, despite mvmms( anmnpts o g that .is shnfn nl chauvinism and
GUGI WA THIONG'O WAS in his teens when he returned from hislite & st st e lausibility. That still doesn't claims of histocical priority, leaving the lin-

British-run English-medium school one day to find his family home in Tk spli off fonw Bty Mie T il ;av anvthmg abou[ th age of “l b'!ﬂy “ ﬁ‘ dﬂ! o the Nogsts,

Kenya razed by the colonial rulers in response to the Mau Mau uprising.

Only a hedge they had planted remained, he later wrote in in the House of
the Interpreter (2012), *beyond it our homestead is a rubble of burnt dry mud, splinters
n{wood.indgﬁs Ilmsanwnldutnmlzﬁhmlzmnmuﬂrmdn’aqm
f Africa’s fiercest literary minds and un-
wavering moral voices. The writer, 87, who died on May 28, wrote to rebuild what had been
desnuyed nm;mmlusvﬂhg:humamntm’saﬂmmmnmry

life

the jon, resilience, -
uption-lade hofi inKenya But course.
He i truth. His Weep Not, Child (1964)
major East Butafferi with-

outtrial — aplay he had co-wri

tion — Nglgmlntdmyﬁunmgiﬂlalmgﬂu hamsmallhebqanbmimtm

Cms(lgsm scribbled paper, tongue.
2 i : S

Thiong'o's i ition of in po!—colomd Kenya earned him

the wrath of politi but as he be-

came a lodestar for generations of African writers Ni hinua

Achebe and Wole Soyinka. If there's one lesson Thiong'o leaves behind, it is that the fight
for freedom does not end with the fall of a regime. And that the stories of a people, told
in their own words, are acts of liberation in themselves.
e 1 e | o
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PAK BORDER SEALED day mobsin-
d e Overtwo

INDIAHAS SEALED dozen ablaze by the rampag-
I\mph,hyslmmd}nnmuudihshur ing crowds in the town since morning. The
tocheck  police had to fire several rounds in the main

fortnight.  market as tear gas proved ineffective in dis-

mwu\dmmmwmm
these states, have been directed to intensify
vigilance. It has been left to the authorities to
b i . At

ANAND VIOLENCE
THE DAIRVTUWN of Anand wias placed un-

persing the mobs. Casualties in police firing,
if any, are not known,

FLATS SCANDAL
THE_ DELHI DEVELOPMENT Authority vice

s'nno!memniwmgixmandmjm

large-scale

amnmdaybrmk.n!poluupundﬁm

Ly with re.

spenmﬂtsupcr\nsumdd!mnmmﬂm

of 192 flats in Kishangarh off Mehrauli. One

assistant engineer has been sent back to his
CPWD. These

found to be constructed without proper

foundation. Kumar said no one responsible

‘would be spared.

CYCLONE THREAT

ABOUT ONE LAKH peaple were reported to
have penshtd in the catastrophic cyclone
that hit lastweek

sand are still missing even as another simi-
lar storm began forming in the south-east
Bay of Bengal, causing fears of a fresh wave
of devastation.
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Trump's tariffs: Turfed
outbutraringtoreturn

A court struck down US

reciprocal’ tariffs for exceeding the president’s authority. As a legal

battle over their validity thickens, could the rule of law come to the global economy’s rescue?

namove that sets back US President
Donald Trump’s idiosyncratic plan to make
America'great again,” but could possibly
slow down or arrest America’s descent asa
democracy, a court has ruled against the
‘reciprocal’ tariffs announced by him on
2 April, dubbed ‘Liberation Day.” The power
tolevy such tariffs is held by the US Congress
rather than its president, ruled the court, giving
the White House 10 days to reverse import
duties announced under the International Eco-
nomic Emergency Powers Act (IEEPA), While
this law grants the president power to ‘regulate’
imports, it does not mention ‘tariffs,’ Given the
significance of these tariff measures and their
‘unbounded’ nature, the court held as invalid
the assumed delegation of Congress authority
tothe White House under that law, Inother
words, the tariff orders had exceeded his
authority. US stock market index futures
Jumped after the ruling, but it is premature
toconclude that Trump's tariff tantrums are
behind us. This is so for three reasons, One, as
the US Court of International Trade’s order is
beingappealed by the administration, it could
be overturned either by a federal appeals court
or the Supreme Court. Two, Trump's team
might look for another statute to back his trade
barriers. And, three, he could try pressuring
lawmakers to enact his agenda and thereby
secure it from judicial interdiction,

Although aimed at external threats, the
IEEPA adopted in 1977 was partly designed
tocurb and specify the emergency powers
granted to the US president under prior laws
like its Trading with the Enemy Act of 1917,
which had been used by presidents toassume
sweeping authority. In 1973, a Senate investiga-
tion had found various emergencies declared

since 1933 still in force, which led to legislative
effortsto constrain the White House, The
IEEPA has hitherto been used to slam hostile
countries with sanctions and confiscate foreign
assets. Trump has been the first US leader to
use this law to erect steep trade barriers against
countries alleged to have put the country at
threat by selling it more goods than buying US
wares. Of the three judges who unanimously
ruled against tariffs under the IEEPA, one had
been appointed by Trump himself, a second by
Obama and the senior-most by Reagan. It is dif-
ficult to pin their opinion on any partisan bias.

The court also struck down tarifls imposed
on countries for their alleged role in America’s
oploid crisis, citing a weak link between this
action and its ability to deal with this declared
emergency, but did not invalidate Americ

25% duty onsteel, aluminium, automobiles .md
auto parts levied under the U E

rade E

MY

India’'s complex economy needs
amore robust statistical system

The NSO did well to improve its labour force survey but more must be done to guide policy decisions

HIMANSHU

Is associate professor at Jawaharkal Nehry
University and visiting fellow at the Centre
de Sclences Humaines, New Dellx

ecent months have seen a Nurry of

data and report releases from the

Natlonal Statisthes Office (NSO).
While some of these are nmuur SUrveys
conducted by it, insome cases the NSO
has made significant changes in the
nature of data made available and the
frequency of releases. India’s statistical
system had come under eriticism for
denying or delaying acoess 1o survey
data. We have seen delays in updating
the base year for key variables like
the Consumer Price Index (CPD and
National s, both of which have a
base which is more than a decade old.

Improved survey coverage and data
release frequency would help generate
confidence in our statistical system, But
It is also essential for statistics to serve as
Inputs foreconomic analysis and policy
formulation. Regular base-year updates
for many macro varlables are necessary,
given the economy’s dynamism.
The NSO has expanded the coverage

ofits annual Pertodic Labour Force Sur
veys (PLFS) und also Increased the fre
quency of data releases from quarterly
to monthly, starting with April 2025,
Golng monthly has meant that the NSC
had to Increase the PLFS sample size by
2,65 times to 272 304 households,
together with changes in sampling
design for the generation of monthly
estimates. A larger sample also Jets the
NSO relense quarterly estimates for
rural aveas (done only for urban areas so

far). PLFS data has been a valuable tool
to track trends and patterns in Indla'’s
workforce structure since 2017-18.
Along with their precursor Employ
ment-Unemployment Surveys (EUS),
available since 1972-73, PLFS results
provide acomparable data series on
employment patterns, However, these
also remain the only credible source of
information on the quality of job and
eamings from them, While there are
several sources for the wages and earn
Ings ofcasual workers, EUS- PLFS data
sets are the only source of Information
on the earmnings of regular workers, who
account for almost one-third ofall
workers n the economy.

The monthly report for April 2025
released on 15 May s the first of the
maonthly series, It presents estimates of
the Labour Force Participation Rate
(LFPR), Workforce Participation Rate
(WPR) and Unemployment Rate (UR)
by ‘weekly status' for rural and urban

LIVEMINTCOM

While monthly estimates of basic
Indicators are useful, these are of lim
Ited relevance for an economy whose
employment structure is very diverse
and complex. Unlike rich countries
where most workers have regular pay
roll jobs in non-farm sectors, the Indlan
workforee relies mostly on informal
employment, Even today, almost half of
all Indian workers are engaged in agri
culture, compared o less than 5% in
most developed countrles, Varlations in
the LFPR, WPR and UR are less relevint
Inan economy with 4 large proportion
of the population vulnerable in terms of
Job quality and income assurance,

Ithe purpose of the monthly serdes s
to provide meaningful insights into our
labou rket, i requires detalled data
onsectoral shares, the nature of enter-
prises and earnings from employment.
Fortunately, the data lets us generate
most of these estimates, The PLFS's
rv Immh- lmnurhunl Information

areas. For the latter, the find!
broadly similar to what was revealed by
the quarterly report for October-De
cember 2024, But its rural estimates are
significantly at varlance with findings of
the annual report for 2024, with a lower
LFPR and WPR in April 2025, and shg-
nificantly higher unemployment rate
for the 15-20 age group (and also for the
country’s 15-plus population),

umn
QUICK READ

The NSO has expanded the
coverage of its annual Periodic
Labour Force Survey and also
increased the frequency of data
releases fromquarterly to
monthly. This is welcome.

Deeper research is needed for
statistical reforms to spell better
policy engagement. To analyse
how our employment challenge
Is best tackled, we should track
several more variables

Act. Under this law, tariffs can be lmpuwd ifthe
commerce s tary determines that specified
imports threaten national security. It is con-
ceivable that the Trump administration will
seek to invoke such laws to re-impose levies
should its appeal be rejected. However, it might
be difficult to argue that garments from Asia

pose a threat while clothes from Mexico do not.
The win-win economic logic of trade should
also make it hard to cast imports from specific
countries as perilous, although political pos-
tures that feed on economic anxieties can col-
our popular views of what is good or bad for a
country. Whichever way the legal battle goes,
this week's court order on tariffs can be taken
awin for due process, even if uncertainty and
volatility persist. Global growth is still at risk.
Yet, at least on paper, an institutional commit-
ment to the rule of law could relieve the world,

as

lysts T

l1w principal challenge now u-luh-n to
how we understand and characterize
the labour market, Given the eme
gence of new employment categorles
such as gig work and new forms of
labour arvangements inteelinked with
land and credit markets, we need a
better understanding of what holds
back the creation of quality jobs in the
economy. The revamped PLFS sertes
1 ds It i 1 1

90 exy q
cation and skills, which have emernged
as important drivers of changes in the
economy’s employment structure,
While the NSO has stepped up to pro-
vide the baske data necessary for usto
analyse and understand the complexity
of the country’s labour market, deeper
research is now needed for this move to
spell meaningful policy engagement,
Research and policy must look beyond
basic estimates of the WPR and unem-
ployment rate. Expanding the monthly
release to include wages/eamings, job
quality and other redevant co-varlates
would aid the process of analysing
India's employment challenge.

10 DEARS A6O

'_JUS! a EIQUQ!!_]

As US President Franklin
Delano Roosevelt learned
when he tried to pack the
Supreme Court, the three
branches of government are
coequal for a reason. Neither
the executive branch or the
legislative branch should
use the third branchtoa
pursue a partisan agenda.

rtificial intelligence (A1 is moving
fast—faster than many of us ever
Imagined. It can diagnose diseases
from images, write complex computer pro-
sgraans, predict market trends and help simu
late the birth of galaxdes in just a fow seconds.
It would not be a joke to say one day it will
find the final secrets of the universe —per
haps even of quantum mechanles (QM), that

is a theovetical physicist at the most puzzling theory in modern physics,

University of North Carolina at As a physi 1've used Al tools mysell
Chapel Hill, US. He posts on X and been impressed by what they can do In
@NishamSahdev seconds—things that used to take us years

and huge amounts of funding. But [ have a
big doubt: Al may never truly ‘understand’
quantum mechanbes, One might think that
cracking the most mysterious theory in
modern physics should not be difficult for
Al which s already helping sclentists solve
complicated equations and design quantum
computers. But Lam notsosure. And it'snot
about the power or programming, Itsabout
something Al doesn’t have: consclousness.

Letme take you back to my student days.

L

GUEST

Will AI ever grasp quantum mechanics? Don't bet on it

NISHANT SAHDEV

1 was sitting in o quantum physics kecture,
listening to my professor talk about the
famous double-slit experiment. It showed
something intevesting: tiny particles like
electrons behave like waves—until we try to
ohserve them, The moment we ‘watch,' their
behaviour changes. Thisstrange result ledto

truly mimic human consclousness, Why?

ecause consclousness, he suggested,
doesa't arise from classical computation, but
from quantum processes inside the brain.

1 tend to agree. Al can mimic quantum
behaviour, but does not experience it lteal
4uhln]unhlllll!h\llmm'\lﬂmlnlu-nm
It luth k

philosophical dare. It asks questions that go
beyond 'what happens’to ‘why does this hap-
pen this way' and ‘what does it mean for
something to happen at all” The debates
between Einstein, Bohr and Schrodinger
weren tabout the output of calculations; they
umv about the nature of n-aIu)

ushocking idea: the act of Ing some
thing can change reality itself, This Is just
like a person at a gathering who behaves
freely when unobserved but changes behay
lour once noticed, Similardy, electrons act
like waves when not observed but change to
particle-lke behaviour upon measurement,
Kurt Godel's incompleteness theorems,
proven in the 1930s, drew attention to the
question of whether a formal system (ke
those AL budlt on) could grab all mathemat
fcal truths, There will always be true state
ments that such systems cannot prove. This
limitation applies to Al, which baslcally
operates within algorithmic bounds, The
British physicist and mathematiclan Roger
Penrose erof a Nobel Prize in Physics
and co-architect of modern general relativ
Ity —went where few dared. He extended
Godel's incompleteness thearems into the
mind itself, In The Emperor’s New Mind and
Sherddows of the Mind, Pessrose argued that no
algorithim, no matter how sophisticated, can

=

thelr
Mulmqiu. al connections, It hhkm lrll]um

isn Therelsa
nicebut eritical :hl'f--mu\- Iu-mw-n mlmu k

DANIEL PFEIFFER |

ot just prediction, but s jump of ahstraction
and an act of bellef—something deeply
human, QM inherently resists usual bogie. It
Is probabilistic, contextual and often coun-

ter-intuitive. AL by contrast, is built atop lay

ers of statistical models and optimization
processes, ronically, this might make Al
more naturally aligned with the peobabilistic
n.nluw nl qmnlnm physics than classical

student solving the Navier-$ .
(famously tied to a million (hlhvpﬂl.v). but
without sensing the turbulence of the waves
they describe,

Modem Al especially
models that use machine
learning and neural net
works, is based on patterm
recognition, They take
datu-sets and find
patterns, gathering and
optimizing statistical reg:
ularities. This works well
for visual recognition,
language generation and
even solving some phys.
les problems, like caleu
luting energy levels in
molecubsr systems How
ever, QM goes beyond
problem-solving, 1t Is a

QuiIckK

One might think that grasping
the most mystenous theory in
physics should not be difficult
for AL Yet, this isn't about clever
software, but something Al
doesn't have: consciousness.

Untl Al can come up with
Questions it wasn't trained to ask,
challenge patterns it was built on

and develop a sense of awe
about its place inthe universe,
it won't match the human mind.

« Jllnluml.llmm.\mum systems with pm i
slon, especially \ulhhyllulqumumu classd
calalgorithms,

Tuke the Schridinger’s
Cat thought experiment,
A large language model
can clte ‘Copenhagen
interpretations,’ but it
does not wrestle with the
paradox of a cat that's
nedther dead noralive the
way a physicist does, Al
doesn'tosesleepoverit,
It doesn't look for an
explanation that ‘feels’
rightin its deepest sense.
[ts answers are not born
of factual curlosity, butof
statistical  assoclation.
Understanding requires

Wil ALever generate such
a revolutionary conceptual leap? Can it
doubt the axioms it s trained on? [U'snot just
math; it s a window to the basic nature of
existence, Whether it reveals a multiverse or
asingle uncleared reality, It poses questions
thit towch on consclousness, causality and
the limits of knowledge itself

Alls a powerful tool —perhaps the most
powerful we've bullt. But as a physicist, |
remaln cautious, Until Al can construct
questions it was not trakned t ask, challenge
patterns it was bullt upon and develop a
sense of awe about its place in the universe,
itwill an assistant, not
of quantum understanding, At the end, it's
not just about numbers, but about tackling
the mysteries of the universe with curlosity,
Bumility and imaginathon, And that, foe now,
remains uniquely human,

These are the author’s personal views,
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Aweekly column, which offers not this-versus-that, but the best of both sides, to inform the debate
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“New legislation allowing the annual Buda,

Iﬂ( Pride celebration to be banned

contravenes basic rights, Brussels needs to draw a line in the sand *

=~ THEGUARDIAN

Drifting far
from Bandung

Amnesia on landmark conference marks the loss
of India’s distinctive voice that once
commanded attention in global forums

While such an approach may yield short-
term advantages or concessions, it risks un-
dermining long-term objectives, Our long-
standing partners increasingly perceive
Indianot as the stable, principled actor that
once anchored regional stability, but as an
unpredictable lom-.

MANOJ KUMAR JHA

inter-
requires mllmal
attempt to buikd dn

nmaml @

consensus around foreign policy priorities,
fes and

ANNIVERSARIES CAN BE p ful mo-
ments of reflection in international diplo-
macy. Yet, the 70th anniversary of the

it passe

memoration in India, This lapse in memory

isone of the many signs of the transforma-
tion of Indian foreign policy.

The Bandung Conference was much

1 ! Emerpng

valries, Today, however. loreign policy deci-
slons are increasingly framed not through
the lens of national interest, but through
narratives designed to strengthen the rul-
ing party’s domestic political position.
Dipl events are as
spectacles for domestic consumption.

The mm conflict valh Pakistan pres-

nd d

onts Itis

um‘ wars, it was mﬂnllmm uwculm
of the

amatter of deep concern when the an-

CBSE's new directive on the medium of instruction in primary schools has sparked a debate. Is the
shift away from English out of sync with a rapidly changing knowledge economy?

Early learning needs
mother tongue

Teaching in English from day one, especially to
first-generation learners, often results in confusion
and lower overall comprehension

tial to reverse that trencl.
WIwn:MldmauuuMha language

uu-u

| Parentsand.
parents, ﬂpxlal!y!hm from mn~Wllh-

tively wl!h their child's tduutu;n This

SHAMBHAVI GUPTA

DURING A CLASS on "cultural capital”, my
students and lhundmmét\ulrulhe
role of the English language in the Indian
context. The conversation turmed out to be a
comparison with countries like France and
) people od
in their language. In contrast, many of my
students admitted that they barely know

the link b home and

school and can lead to improved outcomes,
Critics argue that such a directive may
disadvantage children later, given English's
dominance in higher education and the job
market, But this policy move is about the
primary level, where the focus should be
on building core literacy, and

English is language
of aspiration

Students gravitate towards the promise
of socioeconomic mobility.
For many, English serves that purpose

SHAILAJA MLN()N

Armmvsnn.mmdrdﬂnodmw
rour child

school. The purpose was to make

dians aware of the Central

confidence. The transition to English can
still happen, but must take place thought-
fully. What we need is a gradual, well-sup-

Board of Secondary Education {CBSE) guide-

lines on promotions based on the NEP 2020,

Notably, most parents wanted the school to
- Frenc

their native tongues —
them, but few are able to speak orwrite with
confidence, Theymms«hqm« sense of
loss,

that

Even from a cognitive standpoint, sup-
port comes from UNESCO and UNICEF,
which adv

and pmkulwl opportunities lhn comr
with speaking “good" English in India. It is

~tongue instruc-
tion in early eduwkm Early literacy in the
mother tongue lays a strong foundation for

apes myview  later achievement. Teaching in
onthe CBSE 4 " Aée Engtish from d. lly tofirst-ge
tongue nwmlammnwumrylwet Ifind  eration Jearners, often results in confusion
ithardto butif I had ]

o dﬂmhe my position, [ would call mysell

a x;r:ulwp?mu

idea of supporting one’s mother
tongue comes from many writers such as
Ngugi wa Thiong'o, Frantz
Fanon, and | M Coetzee,

This topic made me think of sociologist
Pierre Bourdieu's concept of “symbolic vi-
olence”. The term s used to describe a wide
range of actions that involve imp

offer foreign h, German
and Spanish — instead of Hindi for Class X
and above, on two grounds. First, it is diffi-
cult to score high marks in Hindi, and sec-
ond, the foreign languages increase their
fusture lity.

How does one read this demand along-
side the CBSE's latest directive to offer edu-
cation at the primary level in the mother
tongue or the dominant language prevalent
in the state ? The idea aligns with the ob-
Jective of the NEP 2020, which emphasises
education in the mother tongue. A laudable
initiative, it ls fraught with many practical
First, which

meaning or authority in an
arbitrary way — actions that

Imwwlllbemnpub
erence in linguistically di-

Mathematics textbook in Telugu, titled
“Joyful Mathematics”, depicts kids at a fun-
fair. The entire event is described in English.
There are 13 English words, such as project,
market, pen, bread packet, snacks, noteboolk,
etc, Similarty, in the Class Il Gujarati text-
book for Art and Visual Images, Activity 7
contains nine English words to explain var-
fous activities for children. A simple Google
search will provide the translation for

newly

nations to define their
bered byllr push and wudtuperpuvvﬂ

of ceasefire talks comes f lmm
The US?
ing Pakistan mpamtble for cross-border

AMInrlh

akens India's ability to dictate
Add

assumed lu moral leadership under
Jawaharlal Nehru's stewardship.
In the decades after Independence,
India's foreign policy was based on certain
: Anti-coloniall

sovereignty and equality of nations, peace-
ful coexistence and multilateral engage-
ment, These weren't then, and aren't now,
abstract ideas. For a young nation seeking
to secure its identity and autonomy in a
world order structured by the Cold War

to this US President Donald Trumg's state-
ment that the issue is viewed simultane-
umlyalumrllymunndahmmnw

bylheusmdonmdmmmhannﬁn
ofa"lotof
matic intervention as a matter of tr.muc-
tion has diminished the distinctiveness of
India’s position. From being a nation that
once articulated a broad vision of interna-
tional justice, we seem to be maintaining

wylmlm.lndusmecnmd ll re-
spect that may have been disproportionate
to its material heft, but it was a recognition
of (hcmur.my’: moral mmomy.

relations primarily through
commerclal considerations, Or, at least, this
is what we have allowed our partners to

suggest and get away with,
The ascendance of “strongman” poli-
"‘* lisation of

cated to its peers as well as to the world
powers several important lessons, To pol-

ralism and prolms can and lbould 50
hand-in-hand.

:ﬂﬂ. confrontational rhetoric, and per-
rmative displays of national strength, is
no longer a domestic concern but also a
risk in international relations. Once such

ging takes root, d g from it is

an industrial policy aimed at self-retiance,  difficult — as the trolling of our foreign sec-
offering a development model that was an has ibly shown.

Historically, India's foreign policy was

alternative to both Western capitalism and

wlll that extended beyond its boundaries,

Even if aspects of it may seem
idealistic today, the policy recognised that
for

these English words into Telugu or Gujarati,
What purpose do these half-baked text-
books serve?

India, b
long to different regions, and the children
speak multiple languages at home. Who de-
cides which will be the mother tongue?
Some havea
script, Then there are languages that exist
only in an oral form, Will they be sidelined
from pedagogy? Many families with trans-
ferable jobs or even migrants will find it dif-
ficult to cope with such policies,

In 2020, P:&nl Kumari toppcd lhc BA

Gandhi University, Kerah. She was the odd
student in the Malayal dium local

learning centres for students from Africa,
West Asla

“soft power” mdwdnmnbdunltbe-
came popular as a concept. When India
spoke in international fora, it did not do so
only for itself. It represented a broad con-
stituency of developing countries,

Today, Indian foreign
away from these principles. | will try to

make

the extent and impact of this shift.

istency offered Nos-
about

but about preserving decision-malding au-

tonomy in a polarised world,

The world has, of course, changed dra-
matically since Bandung, India's approach
must evolve accordingly. Our country's re-
glonal and global aspirations remain sub-
stantial and legitimate. However, realising
thex ambitions requires a npv«mhm of

hs that once defined
its dentil

positioning of the NAM era except that

India's approach to international relations

seems to have shifted from institution-
" ditvedriv

The lack of enthusiasm for Bandung's
anniversary is not just a failure to observe
an important historical moment. It repre-

have

school, the daughter of migrant labourers.
The student population is rapidly declining
inthe state due to the low birth rate and the
shift to English-medium schools. For migrant
families, access to quality education even in
the local language is a great investment for
their children'’s future,

engagement, While it ks true that personal
diplomacy has always been an element of
statecraft, foreign policy now increasingly
revolves around leader-to-leader dynam-
fcs, The current regime's disproportionate
staging of personality seems to be at the
cost of institutional memory and profes-

who have long written

appear neutral or natural

versecities like Delhi? Many

In numerous families

barring North India, where

sional dipl ic expertise, Our foreign
policy decisions appear to be reactive,

sentsa that

beenused toexpeess anew vision for India's
engagement in the international arena,
building upon the principles of that era.
India can and must reclaim the distinctive
voice that once commanded attention in
global forums,

The writer is Member of Parfiament, Rajya
Sabha, Rashtriya Janata Dal
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Children are now entering school at a
much younger age than in the
normally enter school at about three years
of age. For a child entering school for the
first time, everything is unfamiliar — the
space, the people, the routines and expec-
tations. Language, at the very least, can of-
fer continuity and comfort. The emotional
security of being taught in the language
spoken at home can ease this carly transi-
tion and help children settle into kearning

more naturally.
mmuldlhgmmdnmlpner
atonal' private sc

bolic violence by imposing a few ptoplr s
mother onothers is

resources. Schools have been given the task

vate schools, even in rural India, When the
rld Aland

tongue:

that the CBSE directive has been hluedwha
matters most is how this is implemented.

The timeline for implementation raises
serious concerns. Expecting schools to
pivot over a single summer break, already
too short, is unrealistic. Overhauling cur-
ricula, training teachers and preparing ma-
terials will take time, Without this invest-
ment, the risk is a superficial rollout driven
more by political optics than

- s -
teachers accordingly for the new academic
nﬁ-:mwms

students and

itate towards luu\um that ensure better
It seemns that the CBSE is un-

process of age
Inctia ts dominated by the English language
from of higher

aware of the needs and aspirations of its

learning, This is more apparent in technical,

substance. One should not reduce a well-
intervention to another hur-

native Mwmm in publicife.
h They

ried rollout. Done right, this could be the
beginning of a more inclusive, just, and ef-

are growing up withina single language sys-
tem, disconnected lmmlhnrhmﬂnlcm

g poten

Moth

L. o i s i B s musedbnacedodanaxposscom e BB,

fective

system.

The writer is o Soctology teacher
inaDefhi school

The new initlative ks full of good
intentions but required more precise plan-

its curriculum is a welcome move,
Ravi Mathur, Nolda
FDI CONCERNS

THE RECENT DECLINE in net foreign di-
rect investment (FDI) raises quumm
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Traderelations that leave the US
out could outdo Trump's tariffs

The rest of the world could prosper from a multilateral free-trade arrangement while a self-isolated America would lose out

SUDIPTO MUNDLE
is chairman, Centre for Development Studies.

onald Trump rambles on in his sec

ond term as US president, disrupting

institutions and policies both at

home and abroad. Several months

on, his behaviour reveals a pattern,

even if it is somewhat fuzzy. He lays
down his cards with outrageous announcements
and then back-tracks, especially in bilateral negoti-
ations. It s a pattern repeated in his domestic inter-
ventions in different fields as well as his dealings
with US neighbours like Canada and Mexico, allies
like: the UK, EU, Japan and Korea, rivals like China
and Russia, and other countries like India, But how
much he will hacktrack in a particular case, ifhe
backtracks at all, remains uncertain. Indeed,
uncertainty is the leitmotifof Tramp's exercise of
raw power. Glven this, specifically in the context of
trade and tariffs, L asked Professor C. Veeramani,
one of India’s leading trade economists, what the
outcome would be ifother members of the World
Trade Organtzation (WTO) continued to trade in
compliance with WTO rules but without the US. It
Is as ifthe other WTO members—or most of
them—were to forge a massive free trade agree-
ment (FTA) without the US.

This s a most unlikely scenario. Other countries,
especially allies of the US, are too tied up with the
US through security and other linkages for them to
decouple from the US in the field of trade. How-
ever, economists follow this method of abstracting
from the real-world to first address a question ina
very simplified context, constructed through sim
plifying ! ~which s s calleda
model The question Is then revisited as the con
text | dually enriched by inc stylized
facts from ground reality to verify whether the rise,
original conclusion survives successive approxi-
mations back to the real world, Hence, my hypo-
thetical question for Veeramani. His answer s
quite interesting,

Veeramani sald that the US accounts for a small
fraction of global trade. Current data indicates that | Ne
Its share is down to 10% and declining, Meanwhile,
the share of China, the EU and emerging market
economies has been rising. In other words, 90% of
global trade occurs without any direct US particd
pation, An FTA among major non-US economies,
including the EU, Asean, China, Japan, India,
Korea, Australia, New Zealand, Latin America, etc,
would deepen supply chain integration among
these countries by reducing tarifTand non-tanff
barriers, Assume, cons vely, that this non-US
trade bloe initially accounts for 60% of global
trade, Assume further that deeper integration
among them raises intra-bloc trade by 5-10 per-
age points over the medium teem, A part of
this would be attributable to trade diversion from
the US, with consequent adverse effects on the US
economy. But the rest would be additional tr:
creation. Overall global trade could increase by 3-6

is unlike

technology.

Sysl
presumably supported by US-sancs uum-dumn

percentage points, by Veeramani's estimate,
Depending on the relevant response elasticities
and complementary policy reforms in these coun-
tries, global GDP could ulu»uuupb\ 051 percent
age point, But the impact on the
be negative, Its share of world trade and €
decline, while that of European economie
emerging economies of Asia
Africa and Latin America would

As for the financial channel, alarge number of
countries in the Asean region and W,
already reported to be participating in a payment
n promoted by the central bank of China,

conomy would
P would
and the

Asda,

LA A ]
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The scenario described above
is unlikely, The rest of the workd
todecouple from the
US because of theirsecurity and
other linkages cited earlier.
rtheless, this boundary see-
nario yields an important quali-
tative concluskon: namely, that
the path Trump has chosen is
likely to hurt America, while
other countries are likely to be
betteroff. This only captures the
impact on the global economy
via the trade channel; this is
indeed one of the main channels
through which US policies will impact the world
economy. But there are two other economic chan-
nels that also need to be considered: finance and

major non-US economies would
deepen supply chan integration
among them by lowering barriers.

Such ascenario is uniikely but
it yields an important conclusion:
the path that Donald Trump has
chosen is likely to hurt America's
economy while other countries
couldfind themselves better off

trdes like Russia and Iran, as a more efficient alter-
native to Swift. The more the US attempts to isolate
itsgeopolitical rivals, the more it will accelerate a
worldwide shift away from the present
nated global financlal architecture, The market
mechanism can bite in both directions.

The battle for access to technology —and it ks

domi-

Indeed a battle—Is mainly being
fought on the artificial intelli-
gence (AD front. When the US
government tried to block

About 90% of global trade China's access to recent advan-
occurs without any direct US ces in large language models
particpationandanFTAamong  with Generative Al capability

developed in US companies,
Chinashocked the world with its
own Generative Al products,
made avallable for free—ora
fraction of the prices charged by
US companies. As with the finan
clal architecture, so also here:
the more the US attempls to
Isolate Its rivals, the faster itwill
drive them to develop their own
competing technologles.

This column has been limited to the economic
domain and not gone int
this domain, the lesson s

curity relationships. In
ry clear: the more that

Trump pursues a pugnacious approach to subdue

it Asia are

MY

US neighbours

likely to hurt America and help its rivals, In this

context, the wisdom of India’s approach of

‘strategic autonomy’ should be evident to all.
These are the author's personal views,

les and rivals, the more he s
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Football World Cup: Will US
hostility trump its hospitality?

Scaring foreign football fans off will not help make a success of it

ERIKA D. SMITH
Is a politics and policy columnist for
Bloomberg Opinion.

ot long after Los Angeles (LA) was
selected as one of Il American clties
1o host next summer’s FIFA World
Cup, tourism officials started predicting
the potential economic impact, Among the
most optimistic? That the weeks-long
tournament could pour almost S600 mil
Hon into the local economy, mostly from
International fans of football
Pessimism has since taken over, At a
time when the US should be preparing to
roll out the proverblal welcome mat to the
world, President Donald Tramp's ervatic
immigration policies and draconian rhe-
torie are instead searing tourists away.
\mm-s.nhmunlnlunu-lh-r\ullh\1\\\"\

Los Angeles was expecting a tourist boom

IN2026 but can'tbesure of it.  Tockmaro

Of the last 14 World Cups, all but two
ended up in the red for thedr host countries,
researchers from the University of Lau-
sanne found. And with the Olympics, most
host cities usually exceed their budgetsand
full 10 recoup their expenses, London
broke even in 2002 and that was considered
a success, Hotels and restaurants, flush
with customers, tend to tum a peofit during
mega events. But with many expecting the

handb tenied entry at the border over
minor infractions or, insome cases, being
held for weeks before being allowed to
return home,

The World Travel & Tourism Council,
pointing to the Trump administration,
recently projected that spending on inter
natlonal trips to the US would reach only
$169 billion this year, down $12.5 billion
compared to 2024 and well below the 2019
peakof $217 billion,

Travel from Canada s down for the third
stralght month. Numerous countries,
lm luding Germany, have issued travel
trictly
follow the United States” tighter rules for
entry, or risk being detained.

it 1

Trumy ‘spolicles toactasa
tourism deterrent, exactly how much
profit is now n question.

This was the gist of a heated debate
before the Los Angeles City Council
recently, as tourism officials and business
leaders objected to a plan to ramp up the
minimum wage for hotel and airport
workers to $25 per hour in time for the
World Cup and to$30 per hour in time for
the Olympics.

“An overwhelming majority of visitors
from our key international markets now
have an unfavourable view of the United
States as a travel destination,” warned
Adam Burke, president of the Los Angeles
Tourism and Convention Board, citing lll'

Trump, however, appears neer
During his visit to Qatar, where the previ
ous World Cup was held, he insisted that
next year's tosmament — billed as the larg-
er, with 48 teams playing matches in
'S, Mexico and Canada—is "golng tobe
really exciting.”

Meanwhile, his Homeland Security sec
retary Kristi Noem has promised that travel
for tourists “will go smoothly.” FIFA Presi-
dent Gianni Infantino, along-time Trump
ally, has claimed that the world iswelcome
In America. “This doesn't come from me.
This comes from the American govern-
ment,” he told the FIFA Congress,

Such empty boosterism hasn't gone over
well in LA, the US city with arguably the
most at stake when 1t comes 1o sports tour-
Ism. Notonly Is it hosting elght World Cup
matches, Including the high-profile men's
opener, it's also on the hook to host the
Summer Olymple and Paralympic Games
In2028.

Planning is well underway forboth mega
events, which, so far, have largely been
funded with sponsorship and leensing
deals, However, taxpayers and the city's
depleted coffers will be on the hook if there
are cost overruns, which is usually the case.

projected slowdown in

travel, which ks already being felt in Cali-
fornia resort towns, such as Palm Springs.
“The 2025 outlook is not encouraging,”
Burke added.

Also of concern s whether the Trump
administration even has the resources to
quickly process millions of applications for
tourist visas, and, if'so, whether it has the
patience to manage the flow of fans and
players repeatedly crossing into Mexico
and Canada during the World Cup.

To this, US Vice-President J.1. Vance
recently joked—at least, I think it was a
joke—that the US wants tourists to “watch
the game. But when the time is up, they'll
haveto go home. t)lhmwlu- they” Thaveto
talk to Secretary

Transportation Secretary Sean Duffy,
meanwhile, encouraged tourlsts 1o take a
road trip, but “don’t overstay vour visa.”
Such comments are unlikely to inspire
confidence in any would-be tourists,

As Adam Sacks, president of the research
firm Tourism Economics, recently told the
New York Times:“The brand of the country
has taken a beating.”

It seems the bruises will show up first in
Los Angeles . CBLOOMBERG

Women won’t put careers first? That's soft patriarchy

DEVINA SENGUPTA

£

writes on workplaces and
education at Mt

was part of a panel discussion in 2023 on

how India Ine Is testing out different

retention tools. The pros and cons of
work-from-home came up in our discus-
slon, 1 polnted out that one needs to be cog-
nizant of the reality that being ‘seen’ at the
workplace carries more welght than one
may realize, especlally for women,

A panellist batting for Nexible work hours
chimed in, "But what if you want togive that
time to your family, be around for that one
hot home-cooked meal a day?

The gender ratio of the panel was three
men to one woman, All three male heads,
plus the fourth one of the moderator, umed
towards me. The panellist who had raised
that question did nul ulu- my name, But

d

Soft patriarchy Is amply found among
both men and women, [t is not harsh and
obvious, so It cannot be easily stomped
down and argued against. Instead, it mellif-
Tuously shackles you to the belief that men
and women have inherent duties that they

AMcKinsey & Comp -u-}, leased
May points out that women's representa-
thon in India Inc stalls at the starting line: “It
Is low at the entry level (33%) and drops
sharply at the move up to manager (24%)
h( fore somewhat levelling out.” The data

are destined to fulfil, and that not

fTocs for those battling for more
n the workforce, "A man at the

wome:

gy unequal, and, for many of
u\ Ih(- need to be heard means adopting a
Jouder voloe. It can be jJurring, but there is
often no other way,

Allegations of being ‘too ambitious' or
wanting a ‘career at the cost of family’ hit
many women hard. [t ks rare for s woman to
muster the courage and unapologetically

entry level ls 2.4 times

would expose you to the charge or guilt of
being neglectful,
Eventoday, the usially-male household

“provider’ is seen to be fulfilling his ‘duty’
Just by pursuing a career, even if home
chores are left out. A woman, on the other
hand, must ‘nurture,” A job, let alone a
career, lsconsidered an added advantage st
best. Many of us are so busy fighting obwious
gender blases that we often fall to notice the
Judgements that come our way from those
whoare under the influence of the gentler
but steely resolve of soft patriarchy.
Women can leuunhmh.mhrlmnlo

moted to a & pumlun lhun a
woman in the same role. At the same time,
women are 1.3 times more likely to leave
thelr positions than men
at this stage.” states the
study, titled "'Women in
the Workplace.'

As kids, one believes
that all are equal. But
slowly, blases crawlinto

nhlllm(mlnlm etheir' !xmll) md vuu'k

people y soclal
norms that !w.mnulhe keywords ‘Tamily’,
‘meal’ and ‘home cooked' was enough I'ur

e A hhsal

eatal Ihm

(1 1]
QUICK READ
Soft patriarchy is not harsh and

obvious, which makes it harder
tocall out. It takes the form of

say no’ kinga balance,

And contrary to what colleagues, bosses,
f.u'nll\ nd society tell us, | donot thinkit is
a 'fine’ balance, | think it is a huge broad
beam—and 1 refuse to
vault over itall the time.

Itisincreasingly com-
mon now to hear inter-
viewers questioning
women candidates on
whether marriage or

But what these interviewers are doing,
haps Issowing doubis in the

minds of many young candidates, Forget
their intrusion of privacy, many young
women are not trained or encouraged to
sy, “In five years, Twould like tobe inasen-
lor designation in this firm or handle an
account worth a certaln amount.” We are
usually taught ‘world peace’ answers, which
include "1 see myself growing into a better
employee”, *I want to learn and lead by
example,” ete, At this juncture, ifquestions
on family and children are thrown in, one s
n d. If those are
assumed, you may face pressure (o prove
yourself as a good multi-tasker. And that
dreaded fine balance’ creeps in again!

Soft patriarchy lurches at us from every
nook and corner, but we do not call it out
because it could quash office conversations.
Many of us ignore it or laugh it off.

Two years ago, 1 ok that microphone

sight and accidents of feigned empathy for women children feature in their
blﬂh bﬂ'nnw obvious,  assumed tohavedutiesdictated five-year-plan. Sure,

ilaroften by gender that mustbe fulfilled.  given the high drop-out
happens at the work- rates and pressures of
place. Initlally, just- Notalworkingwomenwant  business performance,

A job-takers

much support would they get? Yet, not

everyone to turn to me. It was a
that in society’s word assoclations, women
were responsible for all of that.

everyone wants pmay
want the see-saw loaded | Just one way, and if
thelr career is an top, why not?

enter a workplace where

a'fine balance’ between family
and career commitments. Many

one can understand the
need to recrult employ-

only the hours put in would ke the seesawtitedin ees who will more than
matter. Then cliques  favouroftheirjobsbutpeople  ‘pay  back’ what's
shape up, opportunities oftenseemn puzzied by this. invested in their training.

and Thad Ingly
been asked by the, panellist: “No, 1 do not
care a dime if people at home eat frozen
food, For me , at this juncture of my career,
being visible in my work is more iImportant
than being visible at home.”

Irest my case,
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Musk goes

Turbulent stint to improve govt efficiency

S billionaire tech entrepreneur Elon Musk

wnpl up his time with Donald Trump's

it caps his turbulent four-

month run as an unpaid special employee

ith the Department of Government Effi-

ciency (DOGE), His contentious effort to dash spend-

ing and reshape the bureaucracy upended the feder-

al government, The Tesla CEO's short stint saw

me buyout offers, cut in grants and pmmmnel.

1 court challenges. C ding with Musk's

&-p.nm-. o federal court has blocked President

Trump's April 2 plan to impose sweeping import tar-

iffs under emergency powers. These orders had intro-

duced a 10 per cent baseline tariff on most goods

entering the US and higher duties, The White House

has pushed back, but an unsetting sense of chaos pre-
sides over the global trade landscape.

Musk was Trump's topdonor inthe 2024 presidential
dection campaign. The relationship appears to have
cooled lm last year. The workd's richest man recently

g 24x7tohis b after Tes
la suffered a lh.'puki slump in part due to his assod-
ation with the administration. Musk was not on the same
page with Trump over the new kevies on China. He has
dm mu-dmmm lhmnlhe President’s mqln; tax
the US

saying it
lmk« deficit and undercut efforts by DOGE
Musk may have courted controversy with his meth-

nduml Inlhu-u lu there s little to find fault with the
basic p heend — that g

spending needs fixing, a culture of wasteful expenditure
must end and efficiency has 1o be the desired goal. It's
atruism that applies 10 governments across the workd,
especially India Musk's departure, of his own volition
or atherwise, endsanather chapter for the big boys' club
patronised by Trump — a hallmark of his presidency.

Gang menace

Punjab, Haryana must frame robust laws

AFFLING —that's the word the Punjab and
Huryana High Court has aptly used to sum up
the absence of a legishtive framework in
Punjab and Haryanato curb gangfuelled vio-
% 3 3 Both states havel

given two months to frame a standard operating proce-
dure (SOP) that can spell out the dos and don'ts for
investigators in such cases. The systemic apathy is all
the more glaring because ithas already been three years
since popular Punjabi singer Sidhu Moosewala fell to
the bullets of hitmen hired by gangsters.

Gang culture is not confined to any state or region or
country, for that matter. It has spread its lethal tentacles
far and wide. Lawrence Bishnol, who has been behind
bars for the past over a decade, and his aldes have been
keeping the police on their toes not only in India but
also oversens. The impunity with which these gangsters
operate underscores a brazen disregard for the law as
well as law enforcers. The fallout is that public confl-
dence in the police is getting eroded. The court has
rightly observed that the state owes a duty toits citizens
toensure their safety. The state's fuilureto perform this
duty leaves people vulnerable to being targeted by
gangsters. Murder, rape, assault, extortion — hardoore
criminals will stop at nothing unless the police wre

o 4 by a robust legisl

Punjab and Haryana need to take a cue from the
Uttar Pradesh Gangsters and Anti-Social Activities
(Prevention) Act, 1986, and the Maharashtra Control
of Organised Crime Act, 1999. An anti-gangster task
force and a special task force st the state and district
levels can be beneficial, but in the long run, strict
laws are needed to instil the fear of exemplary pun-
ishment in every gang leader or member At the same
time, it is crucial to firm up witness protection meas-
ures, Those who lodge complaints against gangsters
should not be left to fend for themselves, Prioritising
their safety will motivate others to come forward and
help the suthorities combat this scourge,

OPINION
A professor and a draconian law

Mahmudabad's post doesn't reflect any intent to endanger the nation’s unity, soverelgnty and integrity

TRYSTS AND TURNS
JULIO RIBEIRO

CONCEDE  that liberal
humanists like me cannot
expect the Supreme Court
0 meet all our expects
tons, Judges have case law
o contend with, for instance,
But the SC Division Bench's
order in Prof Ali Khan Mahmud-
abad's cuse puzzied and disip-
pointed me. And I am not the
only dtizen whom the honomble
court has stunned.
Reading the professor’s post,
which I sourced from an scquaine
tance (snce I am not on Face-

THREAT: Severe provisions of Section 152 (secession, amed rebelion, etc) of the Bharatiys Nyayo Sanhita

book), | could find not a singde - y
word 1o make me wonder if the

scholar had ded 4 the Ch of the
the unity, sovereignty and HnnmSllu-Clmml-lmhr

tion 152 of the Bharatiya Nm-
Sanhita (BNS), under which he
was arrested, penalises secesson,
armed rebellion and subversive
activities. The has cer

Women, Renu Bhatia? In his
post, the professor was positive
on every aspect of the official
response to the terror attack on
innocent Hindu tourists in

tainly not displayed any such
intention in his post.

1f the court had read any such
intent into his post, it woulkl not
have released him on bail But
surprisingly, it passed on the
task of decoding the post to an
SIT (special investigation team)
consisting of three IPS officers,
induding & woman (because
two women defence officers
were mentioned in his post)
Incidentally, courts are fre
quently ordering the setting up
of SITs nowadays.

1 am proud to learn that IPS
officers are deemed more compe-
tent 10 interpret English words
than members of the higher juds-
clary. I doubt if the judges' opin-
ion on the comparative abilities

the government for choosing a
Muslim woman officer to brief
the media, the professor had
stated that rightwing forces
should commit themselves to
real secularism by condemn-
ing lynchings and bulldozing
of houses mostly of Muslims
who are suspected of involve-
ment in crimes.

There was nothing wrong in
that argument. Many Indians
(nduding this writer) have

Surprisingly, the court

passed on the task
of decoding the
posttoaspecial

Investigation team.

ACEROD%

1 will digress here to bemoan
the introduction of Section 152 of
the BNS. Section 124A) of the
erstwhile Indian Penal Code
(IFC) pertained to sedition, Many
of our great freedom fighters had
been arraigned in courts under
that provision of the colonial kaw.
But the Modi-Shah government
“reintroduced” it without using
the dreaded word ‘sedition’ or
its Hindli equivalent.

The provisions of Section 152 of
the BNS are more severe than
hmdmﬂm:lhﬂ’c
The defl
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then not come up.

Reverting 1o the jdgments
emanating from the
Court, I have to state that I had
great hope when Justice BR
Gaval took oath asthe Chief Jus-
tice of India (CJD). His recent
order staying the Enforcement
Directorate’s (ED) investigation
in the TASMAC (Tumil Nadu
State Marketing  Corporation)
case was welcome. There was a
feeling that the ED was being
used or even misused by the
govemment 0 needle Oppost-
tionruled govemments The
agency will need to restrain its
enthusiasm after this order.

However, | wax taken abock
when the CJI recently visited
Mumbai. At a reception
accorded to him by the Bom-
bay Bar Association, he gently
chided the Chief Secretary, the
DGP and the city's Police
Commissioner for “not follow-
ing the protocol” by not recelv-
ing him at the airport on his
arrival from Delhi,

1 checked the rules and found
that they did not require these
three busy officers 1o be present
ot the airport on the Cl's
wrrival, Initially, I was a bit wor-
ried since 1 had occupled the
Commissioner of Police’s chair
from Rebruary 1082 to May 1985,
1 had never been asied by the
Protocol Department to present
myself at the airport. Chief Jus.
tices SP Bharucha, SH Kapadia,
SABobde and DY Chandrachud
were from the Bombay Bar

have visited Mumbal

activities” hnlllul\o\lrrd

interpretations. Ordinary citizens
like Prof Mahmudabad find

revise our approach to eriticism
of the when its

deploved such acts of vandal

which are patently unlawful
Even the Supreme Court has
come down heavily on the use of
bulldozers by local authorities
without following the due
process. Ina country govemed by
the “rule of law”, such vigilante

to fathom thy of English
will be shared by the majority of
Indian dtizens.

What could have offended

was and still am, will have 0

actions or lack of action, as the
case may be, violates the princi
ple of the “rule of law”. As a
corollary 1o this stand, | need to
deplore the lack of spine dis
played by the police, first, and
the subordinate judiciary, next,
i the

Leaving a beleaguered minor-
ity volceless is a sure recipe for
disaster. It is not oo late to take
corrective action. Start with an
education  programme  that
ompels women, and Muslim
women in particular, to avall of
secular education that dwellson
three Rs — wRiting Reading
and aRith That alone will

and remanding him in police
custody for crimes that many
believe he did not commit!

put them on the road toequality
with menfolk. Cases like the
one involving Shah Bano will

They

during their tenures. The Secre-
tary, Law and Judiciary, and the
Chief Justioe of the Bombay
High Court had surely received
them and seen them off, as
required by the rules.

After CJ1 Gaval's lament, the
Maharashtra Government has
issued an administrative flat
that whenever the CJI visits
Mumbsai, he or she will be treat-
od as a state guest. [ do not
know if that entails the pres-
ence of the Chief Secretary, the
DGP and the Commissioner of
Police at the time of the CJI's
wrrival and departure

THOUGHT FC

Books and ideas are the most effective weapons against intolerance and ignorance. — Lyndonts johnson

AGeneral,ashrine and
the whispers offate

Cor Guurr SINGH CHADMA (reTD)

& strategic military zone but also a region steeped in
mystery, faith and folklore, During my tenure in the
of 214 Field
it Gangtok from
1997 to 1000, 1 heard a polgnant anecdote that predated my
posting — one that continues to echo through the mountaing
and among the troops stationed there

InMay 1968, Lt Gen Jurmed Mahmood, thenGOC-in-C, Eastern
Commuand, visited the 33 Corps zone in Sikkim. As per custom,
sentorofficers visiting the sector made # & point 1o pay homage at
u-munnlhmsmumu Hewas asoldier
ofthe Py 1 1968 but is still believed
to protect Indian soldiers posted in the high Himalayas.

Pressed for time, the General skipped the shrine, stating that
hewoukd visit it on his next tour. However, indement weather

N!‘.S'I‘me the rugged terrain of Sikkim les not just

as Officer C d

ON THIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

The Tribune.

LAHORE, SATURDAY, MAY 30, 1925

Sir Ganga Ram on unemployment

BY a strunge accident, the pubdication of the matriculation results
for thecurrent year virtually coincides with the strong and earnest
plea put hvan!by&r(.n.ﬂunlnhﬁwduﬂbeﬁnlhe
K Enquiry C

10 the question of among the ed )uulhd
the provinee. “There were twenty thousand students who came
mnﬂhuw)lhwullyu)ﬂ: l'rmd"l'hnvw-wmnph)'

hrhrnu Wtdnm:mmks.&n-lwnmﬁwnwuhn
the ‘Ihlluhuumr
What he did say was that whatever th I
class, the dition of & very l mb dpmplu-wh)hrlm
to what is usually called the educated middle class was far worse.
In making this statement, Sir Ganga Ram was undoubtedly on
firm ground. There can be no question that while the wages of
many, if not most, dasses of labourers have been going up, the
wnt-dmrmnmmmuanﬂummmhemn
The rea-
manMWhmmhhmhmn:lh
demand than in the other 1t was to this fisct that he made a point-
o reference. He sakl: “Don't create university men maore than
youneed, Of course, I don't wint you toshut up your schools and
colleges, but whete is the need for increasing your arts colleges
when mone technical schools are wanted "

e for his return journey. Officers
m\ly suggested that this delay could be used to visit the
Baba's shrine. He declined once more.

He then opted to travel by road to Siligurd, but the convoy was
halted after his vehicke n-ptlk-zlly suffered a minor mnhnp
Ommn. me ad der visiting the sh:

puhmlhnw.qn-l The General, known for his pro-
| the king that he
wmmnmmuﬂm«h{wlﬂrwwhl schedule,

Ultimately, despite the poor weather, the helicopter took off
from Gangtok. OnMay 7, 1903, the Mi-8 chopper crashed near
Paro, Bhutan. Al eight onboard, induding Lt Gen Mahmood
and hiswife, were killed. A Court of Inquiry reported o sudden
loss of power but could not estaliish the precise couse,

What made this tragedy resonate deeper was the story of
Baba Harbhajan Singh. Revered by solciers, he ks believed to
appear in dreams, warmning troops of enemy plans. His uniform
is maintained daily, and every year on September 11, his
belongings are sent o his village in Punjob with full ceremo-
nial mp-d A mat lumervni for him on Ihc train. Soldiers

Nathu L i Hiith
unun.l mhdnnphm m the lnd.hn Anny especially in the

This tale, though p-n folklore and part lved history, fsn't
Just about superstition or fate. It's about the delicate balance
between duty and bebef, between military precision and
human intuition. In a profession defined by planning, there
are moments that defy logic and stir reflection.

Some stories outlive the moment of their telling. They
become part of the soul of a place — whispered in mess halls,
remembered by generations and passed on not as warnings,
but as reminders that in the workd of men and mountains,
there are still forces that command reverence.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Setback to Trump's MAGA push

Refer to 'Research reels under US fund
squeeze’; one of the reasons for the growth of
saence and technology in the US after Wordd
Wr 1T was the migration of talented scentists
from Europe. If the polickes of the Trump
alministration continue, there may be a rever-

and alienate its foreign partners, Universities
must be strengthened as temples of learning,
not as bottlefields for political purposes, Hope,
not fear, should inform policy.

RUDRAVEER SINGH PANWAR, ULAIN

Quota demands will only grow

sal of this tend Despite ly lower
salaries, A
tojoin US universities out of choice rather than
#0 out and look for jobs. The lower salary is
-mmmlnmuudbylhrmnhy

IheNSmel!herll In most American uni-
versities, the annual salary is for nine months,
gven in 12 instalments, and the researchers
often draw three months’ salary out of the
research grant. Such a compensation will not be
available if funding to the NSF and the NIH s

With ref to ‘Caste census is a case
study of divide & misrule’; divisions have
always existed in Indian society and we need
toacknowledge them. Nearly every state has
itsown class structure. The entire Northeast
has tribes which are at loggerheads with one
another One does not know how the census
will change the way the nation is adminis-
tered. But one thing is certain: There is
Roing to bea huge chum and demands from
different sections of society for quota will
only grow, instead of dying down.
ANTHONY

reduced. One just wonders how Trump's HENRIQUES, MUMBAI
MAGAwill be achieved with diminished funds
for research in STEM subjects. "MMMMW
SPSINGH, hough the BIPled led NDA
h d cud ste survey in the next
Students will look for other options  Census, 1t is apparently just an attempt 1o

It refers to ‘Studying in America’; US Presi-
dent Trump s not keavingany stone unturned
minds of foreign
students for no fault of theirs. Due to the new
visa norms, the student fraternity is in o lim-
bo. First he revoked the Student and
Exchange Visitor Program and now he has
Instructed consular offices and embassies to
halt new student visa interviews. It will jeop-
ardise their careers and US universities will
also suffer because they rely heavily on for-
elgn students 1o mise funds. More than one
million foreign students enrol for various US
universities courses each year The latest
will adv ly impect

Moreover, students wou ki be forced 10 opt for

other countries or streams.
BAL GOVIND, NOIDA

students
Apropos of ‘Studying in America’; the latest
visa restrictions on intemational students in
WUSwﬂrmnmmlmduMm as well
as Vie-
timising students for their political opinion
oes against the principles of free speech and
education. America stands to lose great minds

counter the Opposition's agenda, Caste is cen-
trl to Indian politics. The demand for the
inchusion of a caste count in the Census has
been on the Congress’ agenda for quite some
time. Over the years, even as the original
votaries of ‘social justice' h[m lbuul the
, the C

lmlmtldumnd nmumemm
will benefit the most outof it.

SK SINGH, BY MAIL

Emotion woven in nostalgia
Apropos of the middle, The courtyard whene
time stood still'; the article beautifully cap-
tures the soul of an ancestral home and the
quiet magic of memorable moments, 'I‘he
writer's
tomy own childhood memonies — of warmth,
belonging and the timeless comfort of the
family. Her ability to portray nostalga with
delicate emotions is remarkable. The narra-
tive is a gentle reminder that love and memo-
ries outlast time, and that our rots continue
to anchor us even as the world around us
changes. Write-ups like this reaffirm the pow
erof storytelling to connect us.

JOSHITA LAMBA, BY MAIL

yielling dme

mnnmmnwue Shoutd ot exceed the 200-word kma

cogently
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MAJ GEN SANJEEV DOGRA (RETD)
FORMER DEPUTY COMMANDANT
AND CHEF INSTRUCTOR NOA

ODAY, the fist

batch of 17

women cadets (10

had jpined, two

dropped out) will

pass out from the National

Defence  Academy (NDA),

marking a historic milestone

for the armed forces and the

nation. They came from a

generation  accustomed  to

speed and instant connection

but they adapted to bugles,
boots and discipline.

These cadets stepped into
the precinets of the NDA to
undergo one of the toughest
regimens imaginable. Their
Journey was not just sbout
break ing barrers; it was about
setting benchmarks. A trans-
formation not only of individ-
uals — but of an institution

It all began on a rain-
washed afternoon in July
2022 As the girls stepped on
the platform at the Pune rail
way station — bags on their
backs, hearts in their throats

a tall broadshouldered
‘drill Ustad' greeted them
His voice cut through the il
way din, firm yet proud:
“From this moment, you are
not civilians. You wear the
honour of the Indian ammed
forces.” That single sentence
set the tone. No fanfare. No

exceptions.  Only  expecta-
tions and the start of some-
thing historic

The drive to Khadakwasla
was quiet, each cadet lost in
thought. As the TriShakt
Gate loomed and they
entered the NDA, the impos-
ing  architecture greeted
them — abreraft on display,
adets sprinting past on
aoss-country routes, others
executing crisp drills on the
parade ground. Cadets in
mihair during volleyball
spikes, squads barking out
dnill commands — it was a
workd already in motion.

Everything looked
rehearsed, effickent, over-

OPED
NDA's first women cadets ready for tomorrow

The joumey of ¥

hel 19 newly ind
girls, swrounded by over
2200 male cadets — what
were they thinking? Some
wore pride, others caution
They were excited, but
unsure. Brave, but still seek-
ing belonging

The Academy had prepured

with  precson. Romeo
sty Asrbished

ing, sharpeyed and flerce
became icons of fear and
respect. They roared on the
parade ground, yet shiekded
their cadets like elder broth-
ers. PT instructors focused
not just on physical tough-
ness but on inner resilience,

i was
moms  restructured,  lghts
upgraded, duty officers reas-
signed. New secunity protocols
were drawn, A revised code of
conduct was institutionalised.

Yet, the essence of training
remained untouched. The
NDA wasn't creating excep-
tons — it was mising the bar.
Traditions were respected,
but inclusivity was now part
of that tradition

Training began like a thun-
derclap. The first term was a
whirlwind of early wakeups,
punishing PT  relentless
dnills, academic lectures and
quiet nights of aching imbs
The ‘drill Ustads'— tower-

routines to match
adets’ progress with silent
encouragement

Acdemics brought a differ-
entkind of challenge. Held in
the stately Sudan and Mangj
Pundey Blocks, the classes
offered  everything from
gropalitics and military his-
tory to physics and service
fundamentals

Cadets rushed in breathless
from morning PT, faces still
wet from drills, unifoems
slightly out of place. They
tried to sit upright — but
heads nodded off mid-lec
ture, not out of disinterest but
sheer fatigue. The instructons
understood. They'd been

As the tenms rolled
on, their bond
extended beyond
gender. Male
course-mates,
carlier unsure, now
stood shoulder to
shoulder with them
in training and
triumph.

cndets was about setting benchmarks. »i

cidets too. Questions flew,
notes sariblied furiously and
quiet moments of clarity
landed like victory.

The Divisional Officers
often the firstand most endur
Ing influence on a cadet
understood that these girls
were not just jolning a course;
they were creating a legacy.

When a woman aadet fak
teved in o PT test or struggled
with drill, it was the Divisional
Officerwhostood besideher
sometimes with quiet advice,
sometimes with a stem word
that stung, but strengthened

They guided them into the
military way of life — adjusting
© routines, aooepting  come
mand structures and building
mental toughness. Over time,
these cadets didn't just adapt
they fourished They led drills,
wpped academics wnd inspired
Junirs. By the soh term, they
weren | seen as wormen cdets

they were seen as knders

‘The rhythm of the NDA
wadually became their own
etched in parade com-
mands, squadion assemblies
and the quiet mstie of
futigues at down, For the girls,
it meant trading porytails for
dosecropped crew cuts They
picked up the dill vocbulary,
hmi 1o march with polse,

batch — they were a united
course, bound not just by
shared memories but a
shared spirit of excellence
‘When parents came during
mid-terms, they found some
one different. The gird who left
with a small suitcase returned
taller, tanned, and sharper in
lcn- und thought. The trans-

dtheirenergy Wothe

beat lllhr Academy. In this
mutine, they found rhythm
and resibence.

‘The NDA has its own scent
— the sharpness of polish,
the earthy smell of monsoon
drills, the metallic scent of
rifle oll at the range and the
steamy comfort of early
morning chat. Ror the aadets,
this rhythm is not imposed
#t seeps in, until it becomes
their own  heartbeat, The
NDA stopped feeling like an
institution. It became home.

was kabl
and deeply moving. Even

hesitant parents now carned

pride in their eyes.

The Adjutant mmacu-
late in dress, commanding
from his white charger
represented everything the
NDA stood for: precision,
hanour and presence, Cadets
lived under his gaze with o
mix of fear and pride. The
institution never just taught
drills or strutegy. It instilled
values. Cadets learned that
character isn't up(hmnl —

When the girls w
ed into squadrons, the dynam
ics changed. The male aadets
adjusted, watched, then wel
comed. Together, they compet-
ed in games, parades and
obstacle courses. They falled,
they won, and they cheeted
cuch other The squadron spir
#t didnt shrink — it grew With.
in squadrons, bonds evolved.

Asth dled on, their

it's o

The future they step into is
starkly different. Opemtion
Sindoor made it clear that
warfare has moved beyond
trenches and tanks, The bat-
teflelds of tomorrow will
involve Al drones, satellites
and cyber strikes. These girls
must lead in tactical forma.
tions as well as techdriven
| centres.

bond extended beyond gen-
der Male course-mates, eard)
er unsure, now stood shoul-
der to shoulder with them in
training and triumph.

By the third term, jokes
flew in the ante-rooms. By
the fourth term, they were
picking each other up after
falls — Hterally and figura-
tively. By the sixth term, they
weren just the first women

Today, asthey march across
the Khetarpal  Parade
Ground, the chief guest will
salute — not 17 girls, but 17
officersinthemaking There
will be no special reference.
No gender called out.

As they walk past the Tri
Shakti Gate one kast time, the
NDA will not bid them
furewell. It will whisper: Go
lead. You are ready.

Cutting financial aid to Harvard an act of self-sabotage

ADAM EZRA COHEN
PROFESSOR, CHEMISTRY AND
PHYSICS, HARVARD UNIVERSITY

AST week, | was

meport on the matter doou-
ments harrowing incidents of
Has and harassment. But in
my 22 years heve, [have never
personally encountered anti-
Semitism. Fom many conver
sations with Jewish students
andcolieagues, Lam confident
that Harvard is and has been a
welcoming and  supportive
home for the vast majority.
The problem of anti-Semitism
s serious but not systemic.

amon g hundreds of A proportionate and effec-
v chers at Har  tive resy requires local
vard  University knowledge and nuanced

who received temi-
nation notices for our federal
research grants. Mine was for
a project to study electrical
signalling between neurons
in the brain. My lab research
has led to progress in treat-
ments for pain, epllepsy and
ALS (Lou Gehrig's disease)
We have been working o map
the physiological basis of
memory, enabling new ways
to study Alzheimer’s disease.
All our work s available for
the public to see.

Tam along-time member of
the Harvard community (18
years on the faculty, plus four
years as an undergraduate),
and 1 am visibly and proudly
Jewish. The government's
decision to withhold federal
funding in the name of com-
bating  anti-Semitsm  is
wrong, bad for Jews every-
where, and terrible for the US.

Yes, nthSemitism on the
campus is real and must be
confronted. Harvard's recent

leadership, exactly the sort
that Harvard's president,
Alan Garber, provides. His
Presidential Task Force on

Comt Anti-Semitism

and Anti-lsroeli Blas, and the
parallel Presidentiol Task
Rouve on Combating Anti-
Muslim, AntiArab, and Anti-
Pulestinian  Blas, studied
these problems extensively
and provided strong recom-
mendations that strike a
thoughtful balance between
the demands of free speech
and  protections  against
harassment.  Some  are
already being implemented.
By contrast, US President
Donald Trump's administra-

The intent, apparently, is to
turn hatred towards Jews into
u political weapon, associat:
ing it solely with the Leftand
portraying the Right as pro-
tectors of Jewish students,
and hence America's Jews,
The government s charges of
antiSemitism ot Harvard
and other universities have
been supplemented with a
Btany of other accusations
that students are indoctrinat-
ed wlh leftist ideclogy; that

durds  have

tion is secking y Har
vard, and its assertion thot i is
doing so tocombat mntkSemi-
tism  effectively pins the
blame for the wreckage on the
Jews. Whatever the adminis-
trution’s intent, the effect s
indistinguishable from gen-
uine antl-Semitism.

slipped; that Harvard's facul
ty and students are living fat
off taxpayer dollars. Trump
daimed, “Harvard can no
longer be considensd even a
decent place of kearning ™

1 invite any Trump admin-
istration official who thinks

The US itself stands
1o lose because
global leadership in
science and
technology willbe
cededto Chinaand
other countries.

. AT

our academic standards have
dedined to sit for an exam in
my class. If you can explain
the quantum prinaples
underlying the structure of
the Periodic Table (ke my 18-
year-old freshmen cun), then
you can lecture me on ac-
demic standards. The notes
for my graduate biophysics
dass are online. | challenge
any reader to guess my politi-
l leanings from these notes
(be careful, you might learmn
some physics while search
Ing) My classes are the norm,
not the exception.
Thumpsupprrters angue that,
given its $53.2 lallion endow
ment, Huvard doesn't need
federnl money. But the oppo-
site is true. The endowment
has been subsidising research

costs by supporting graduate
students, fi core facili-

teach, than it does settingthe
at my kids' public

tes and providing funds o
help new rescarchers get start:
el This support provides add-
tional leverage for puyer
investments in science. Every
dollar of my grants is scruti-
nised. There is no fut. Over
head charges to federal grants
pay for compliance with feder
al mgultions, safety st
dhardls, and lab infrastructure.

The Republican Party that
Trump leads has long cham-
pioned local control, Emited
government and the free
market, especially when it
mes to education For
decades, US conservatives
have fought for school
choloe, opposed federal over
reach, and insisted that par
ents, teachers, and local com:
munities not  fedeml
bureaucrats know best
how to educate theirchildren
These values should apply
Justas much to higher educe-
tion as they do to primary and
secondary schools.

Yet tody, some of the same
voices calling for decentralise
tion are applanding a heavy-
handed federal effort to pun-
ish a private university, to
dictate who gets to study and
teach there, and to interfere in
research funding decisions
that have traditionally been
merit-bused wnd apolitical

The federal government
has no more business telling
Harvard who it can admit or
hire, or what its faculty can

school. Students come to Har
vard to learn; if wedon't deliv-
o1, they will go elsewhere, If
Harvard faculty doesn pro-
duce valuabie research, it will
lose grants The academic
marketplace is self comedting,
and it is flercely competitive,
When govemment steps in to
micromanage that system to
score political points, it under
mines the principles conser
vatives have defended

In the short term, the peo-
ple most affected by the
Trump administration’s
funding cuts are not tenured
professors, but rather eady-
career scientists, postdoctor
ol researchers, and graduate
students, very few of whom
have any connection to cam-
pus activism.

In the long term, the US
itself will be worse off, both
because of the discoveries that
don't happen and becsuse
global leadership in sclence
and technology will be ceded
10 China and other countries.

The US needs more
research funding, not less
Federal investment in sck
ence — at Harvard and other
US universities is an
investment in a healthier,
wealthier, and more secure
future for Amenicans of all
backgrounds and beliefs
Cutting it off is a wanton act
of selfsabotage.
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Slack, 25 Fund, 28 Thorough, 29 Splash, 30 Docility, 31 Tnven . @ Shukia Pasha Tal 4, w0 b 0.23 pm Loh 20 08
Dowre | Gold mine, 2 Intimate, 3 Talk, § Matier-of fact, 6 Real, 7 4 7 5 1 8 Ganca Yopa up 19 12 57 pm Dotvadun 35 21
Legicn, $Age-old, 11 Ina good light, 15 Giant, 16 Saide, 18 Undu 8 Punar Nakshairs 4 10 0.29 pm Mussoorle 24 15

Late, 19 Dead shot, 21 Wonted, 22 Heraic, 36 Coal, 27 Spin V. HARD

8 Moon enters Cancer 5gn 3.43 pm
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A clean chit, but
questions exist
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Mumbai, Friday, May 30, 2025

Have news channels become
propaganda platforms?

AL ICHOUGULE

is nothing

wrong with pa-

triotic journalism

during times of

national crisis, provided the media
does not fail to question andor
cross-check official claims and docs
not stifle dissenting voices. But
when media houses parrot official
statements, rely on press releases
and studio debates instead of on-
ground reporting, and do not hold
those in power to account, journal-
ism, to quote journalist Ravish
Kumar, becomes “stenogra %
Considering that the media is a vital
watchdog over government and

shares billions in market

tumbling, erasing
but also kid bare the vulnerabilities of India’s financial

mg:luor)symnlnﬂespullgmmmdxmlmﬂed
with safeguarding the integrity and robustness of India’s

The fact that she and ber family were, allegedly, involved
in questionable dealings with the very corporate entity

mmmfwmw-Wmeims
dity. While thy {
ﬁanmmbhupmmmabmnmﬂhnz
interest at the highest

level of market over- | Politics was

jiht. In the Indin | clearly at play, just
lmu the sole | @sitwasmore

a competent § - than a decade

o examine complaints during the ago
of corruption or im- uring

propriety against the | agitation for

SEBI chief To its the creation of
credit, the Lokpal took

up the matter swiftly the Lokpal.

and gave it due seri-

ousness. Its final ruling, that the complaint was based en-
tirely on “presumptions and assumptions” with no
“verifiable material’, effectively shut the case. Nonetheless,

Mmﬁmmmsm
ing support through she

v&d&mﬂmﬂh«mhwm

Justice.
rounded its creation, driven by the din over “presumptive
losses” in tefecom and coal, and later over the Common-
umhh(‘mhlhdedl‘ormn).ﬂnhiwdhmn
chimera than a ch Buch may have
scathed, but the larger system remains fragile. Unulm-

transparency and
trust in institutions like SEBI will continue to erode,

Pushback to
Israel over Gaza

hcumidhuﬁmngam@zdyolepkp«qmms
mW&:\sh.hldw\idclamanmd
Mmmxmm bmu.lmimnGm

e crisis. Th it “'- hm"h«n
killed, many of them women and children, and th

mhntimulqllxtdhlh:mwmﬂn
Israelis’ blockad e e
Gmhnwmu&mdmmmd!
mp:n(survudonumdmdmdmmuyhuhan

and starving Pal

:Mwahcdadmmomhbludmkmwdmm
cades in southern Rafah as the US and Isracl-supported

ande\vnusmnzdﬁumpmn
alllesm:ar‘ Mhﬂdmhsa‘lklm.l\mﬂll).ﬁuld!

Emmanuel Macron, British Prime Minister Kier
&amtru\d(:amdhn ™ Mﬂe:(‘mx'ymxdajum

the Exropean Union has announced that it will review
political and economic relations with Isracl. In a severe

Trump skipped
2 visit 1o Israel during his recent tour of the region but
spclr uwmmmhanmhmmmmaism
for k foran
mm;. cland for the Palestinians as the
ml)wwmbulhmm:hulmwfmnm]yowomdt
the

in Wash DC ge d hy, Iscael i in-
mw;mmmrmwmumpu\
and a virtual genocide.
N«myﬂmsnﬁmllolﬂmwmhp«h
d by internal P as he s hugely un-
Wwilmwmur).andhhm“!wmnmdt
war is a bid to deflect from corruption charges that he
bn&mmv)sundnk\mhmxuhIchmmm

wwmum&muwummw
Palestinian people to similar horrors.

! h

sion channels have been weapon-

ised by the government to control

the political narrative, both have be-
increasingly sensational

heat up, so do the newsrooms, often
prioritising jingolstic fervour over
Journalistic integrity.

The question arises—have televi-
shon news channels become propa-
ganda platforms? The answer is
obvious. Take, for instance, some of

ing, and since. India and Pakistans

The selection of news of prime-time debates confirms the steep slide
in the media’s credibility as an important pillar of democracy

they are referred to as the lapdog | dramatic headlines over facts, the | forming the public raises ethical
media and the “governments | casualty is verified news, and and, therefore, is a Bability
propaganda " The Centre | viewers get to hear only what they | for democracy and the country’s
for Media Studies has reported that | want to believe. Take, for instance, | image. But over the last decade,
trust in Indian media fell by 17 per | the coverage during the Balakot air- mmymsoulk“mwh:«xmd\e
cent from 2018 to 2023, particularly | strike in 2019, when leading TV | “mouthpéece of the ruling ;nn)
during times of national crisis. Dur- h Is featured di visuals 18 NEWS
ing the four-day conflict between | of fighter jets and fiery monologues gm:rnmems reputation. Mmy
India and Pakistan, d:mlnbrwk news anchors. And news de- mslmmwommwcm\c
nd an bates, dless to add, deast news and debates that
approach to reporting reached such | more like war rooms than balanced u\-blmndy favourable to the gov-
a feverish pitch that TV news an- ANewshundry studyin | ernment and hostile towards the
chors and commentators became | 2020 found that 64 per cent of con-
cheerleaders for war, collateral be | flict-related news segments lacked Surprisingly. this is the same
damned as long as the image of | diverse perspectives, often exclud- | media that had taken the Manmo-
political leadership shines. ing voices that questioned govern- | han Singh-led UPA government to

Some well-known news TV net-

ment  naratives.  The  news

task on several issues from cor-

other powerful institutions in a | recent intense military confronta- | works are reported to have alred | ecosystem thistime wasnotany dif- | ruption to crony capitalism, policy
dh country, ng ac- | tion. Much of the disinformationon | unverified information or even fab- | ferent from 2019, as paralysis, and so on. The decline of
countability and transparency. the | social media, some of it highly spe- ﬂcurdnnrksmﬂdltrb\wdm- emotions took centre stage. Did the | what once was a vibrant and reliable
sheer absurdity ulpuulng propa- | cific, ke “Indian attacks had struck I fervour. As d ‘ media forget that duﬂng Journalistic scene in India is a sad re-
ganda and jingoism as journalismis | a Pakistani nuclear base and | they reportedly played clips from war, psychological operations, in | flection of today’s political eco-
not only a disservice to the profes- | downed two Pakistani fighter jets | war games, from wars in other whkhlhcnm!hcmpha\'lul system that presses for y from
sion but also a disgrace tothe nation. | and blasted part of Pakistan's Kara- | countries or Al-generated visuals. | role, are meant to manage the per- | media instead of letting it do ts duty
But then we are living in “New | chi port”, was not true, but some of | Some news verification sitestriedto | ception of the enemy countrys | asan independent entity. This is not
India”, where propaganda is pres- Iulmnndchsmhmlkmhr idmdfyhlrmshldlcdnvrwi— populace and not misinform own | surprising for the chroniclers
ented as news and news channels | stream media, which al umeof it countrymen? “New India”, where every occasion
have become so politically biased | media analysts monitoring falling cmmct\nrmgskbchsptmdlls 'lhcpmb\un\hﬂ!lcm:mprm» | Isan to pitch for votes
that it is difficult for common standards in India, par- time px with the help of a pliant media. The
viewers to disentangle news from | tieularly of television news channels. msmlkuha\tmba-nlmm nalism Is that ll ts cmlvdy [ xhcuonolmsofpﬁmﬁlmede
political The race to More than 200 million Indian | from presenting their countries’ Ikmrhg | politi- dide in the
brukmasuulbumhmw houscholds own a TV set, and | battlefield efforts in a ble | cal lead: oruwﬂhkulpuny‘nkdhscmdiilmmmlmmm
istic approaches to reporting have | around 450 TV stations are dedi- Iml!nnuhmglopublhhor andl:ndﬂoptmllna\e—ﬁdtd. pilkar of democracy that it was be-
crossed the limits of principles of umdmms.nukhgT\'momr roadcast information thn positive view, mhcrl!unmob)u: | fore 2014,
ethics and i dardsof | major in the urnsomwuc tive and bal ‘
b and - | country. However, the credibility of | ous pri hat does d medh The writer is & senicr. independent Mumbal-

nylendwwyscmal'sodul
media news platforms and televi-

HerStory

most of the leading news channels

has hit the lows, so much so that

not ]uﬁ mtdn‘ul'm. but polarises.
When news channels prioritise

that prioritises pleasing powerful in-
dividuals or institutions over in-

Belle Starr: The lone Bandit
Queen of the Wild Wild West

DEEPA GAHLOT
new book with | tolsat her waist. The weapons were
the title Queen | not for show—she was an expert
of all M.ty'm shooter. The daughter of a

soaked Life and Mymiousl)cmhd
Belle Starr is just begging to be
picked up. And what a fascinating
chronicle Dane lemlbﬂdge has

written about the “gun-
slinging, horse-thieving, bandit-ca-
rousing outlw” of the Wikd West.

The period of the 19th century,
when Myra Maybelle Shirley, aka
Belle

battles with the native tribes whose
lands the white immigrant settlers
grabbed, the terrible toll the Civil
War took on the people, and the
madness of the Gold Rush. The
times were marked with horrific vi-
olence, unimaginable cruelty and
criminal activity so brazen that no
law-keeping forces could control it
It was also the time of the legendary
oullwiknc.kmcs.lilll) the Kid,
| Butch Sundance K)d.hm

prosper-
ous father, she was also, unlike the
women of her time, well educated,
well read and had learnt to play the |
piano.

She was taught to ride and shoot
by her older brother Bud and had
an untamed sense of adventure |

evenasay girl. called “wild" by | |
hnnm‘;ﬁmmuncm

‘War years, she was known to spy for
the Confiederate side that her family
supported because mbody\\uuld
suspect a pretty teenager. She would
not obey the rules of feminine be-

women of that conservative era.
The end of the Civil War and the
defeat of the pro-slavery Confeder-
ates left the region smouldering in
ruing, teeming with aimless and
angry young men with nothing to
doand nowhere to go but capable of
fighting and killing without com-
punction. Many of them took to
crime, mbﬁn§ banks, trains and

Cassidy,
Miller, and Hollidky, now
ised in books and movies. Among
them is a single female name—Belle
Starr.
‘When women tended to homes
and children, Bella Starr flamboy-

i
|
|
|
|
|
i
\
|
haviour that had been laid down for |
|
|
\
|
|
rich b 1
There were a few female rebels |
like Calamity Jane, Big Nose Kate ‘
and Annie Oakley. but none had a |
life as colourful or courageous as |
Belle Starr. She was a true outlaw— |

Younger as friends; she married a |

criminal, Jim Reed, and participated
n ot least one of his big heists. But he
was unfaithful and left her alone to
raise their two children. and when
he was killed, Belle not just refused

up
| mdlhmulwmhelqmduaned

to build up.

She married. with some severe
opposition from tribal elders, Sam
Starr, son of Cherokee warlord Tom
Starr, and soon took over his crimi-

also included a racket,
and because the white cops had no
Jurisdiction over native territory,
she sheltered outlaws on the run
from the law—Including the notors-
ous Jesse James. She named her
compound Younger's Bend, sup-
posedly after her former lover Cole
Younger. Old Tom, who had once
killed 32 men who had been in-
volved in the murder of his father,
saw the value of having a smart and
intelligent woman in his gang, She
was a better leader than her hus-
band and more enterprising too.
Luckily for her, Cherokee tribes are

It is about time Belle Starr was rediscovered and placed back on the
pantheon of outlaws from which the passage of time has erased her

fed them stories of her exploits.
She was murdered at the age of
40, and the killer was never caught,
but her death made national news
and was followed by the publication
of a salacious and mostly fictitious
book, Belle Starr, the Bandit Queen
or the Femnale Jesse James. The lurid
described her as “more
amorous than Antony’s mistress,
more relentless than  Pharaoh’s
daughter, and braver than Joan of
Are” and went on to comment.
"Mother Nature was indulging in
one of her rarest freaks when she

matriarchal, known to have female
warriors and keaders—and here she
came into her own. After Sam was
killed. and as a white woman faced
with having to vacate her property
on native land, she pulled one over
on the white cops waiting outside
the boundary to arrest her by
marrying a younger mative man,
Jim July, and making him take the
Starr surname,

She did serve a short stint in
prison for the relatively minor crime
of horse theft but otherwise ma-
nocuvred to keep herself out of the
grasp of the police. There is no evi-
dence of her ever doing any Robin
Hood kind of deeds, but she still
pathered admirers. The media, pan-
dering toa sensation-hungry public,

du ‘snghnnow:l, of

evitably, she became a legend
after her death, with novels, biog-

100, none of which bothered much
about facts. Huckelbridge's book is
y researched and places
her in the right soctal and historical
mmexl It s about time Belle Starr
and placed back
mmcpann\cmolmnlmfmn
which the passage of time has
erased her.

oitic and author.

Dear reader, We are eager to know your opinions, comments and suggestions. Write to letters@fpj.co.in with the title of the letter in the subject line.
Using snail mail? Send your letters to The Free Press Journal, Free Press House, 215 Free Press Marg, Nariman Point, Mumbai 400021,

deteriorating law and order
situation in Tamil Nadu,
hats off to the police de-

assault case within a span
of sixmonths. The efforts of
Mahala Court, 100, are laud-
able for deli quick
that the DMK government
will keep the law and order

society. It lies more in the
mind and less in the body.
Yash Pal Ralhan, Jalandhar

A lesson

A man getting a 4-month
jai term for letting his dog
bite a neighbour is a warn-
ing to all the pet owners
that while they may con-
sider their pet as members
of their family, for others
pets are animals, and they
may have a sense of fear
about it. The incident that
happened in a Worli build-

situation in the state under ing was very unfortunate.
control. The pet owner should have
N.M: been itive to the fear of
the other person.
Ability, disability Maya H. Bhatkar, Mumbai
See the ability and not dis-
ability, says 29 years old Fear is life's

visually impaired woman to

mountain peak. Angmo fo-

term that reflects an error
in the thinking process of

This has reference to the
Guiding Light column (FPJ,
28) wherein three varj-
yas, e, longing, fear and
anger, are mentioned. It is
worthwhile to note what
Yann Martel in his New York
Times bestseller “Life of Pi*
says on fear: "l must say a
word about fear. It is life's
only true opponent. Only
foar can defeat life. Itis a

clever, treachgisupifiepressjournal. sMM

Make cities w
It is good to see the Pune Municipal Corporation
(PMC) act against illegal hoardings in the city. Mum-
bai is yet another city facing this issue. Some of the
hoardings are so huge that they even block f

accepting a post-poll Rajya
Sabha berth. The versatile
actor preforred the second
one and now would be one

eight Rajya
out of six in Tamil Nadu.
One hopes that his action
con speak louder than
words.

A.P. Thiruvadi, Chennai

Greedy humans
Among all the species, only
humans have had the abil-
ity to damage the environ-
ment. The Living Planet
Report reveals that 73% of
the global wildlife has
shrunk in the past 50 years.
The shrinking b-odwnmy

The civic authorities need to review their policy about
hoardings. The fact is, hoardings are an eyesore and
need to be done away with. There should be no such
thing as legal or illegal.
Melville X. D'Souza, Mumbai

Kamal in the RS
Aftor his Makkal Needhi
Maiam formally joined the
DMK-led alliance in Tamil
Nadu ahead of the 2024
Lok Sabha polls, Kamal
Haasan was offered the

sary. It has no decency, re-
Spects no kaw or conven-
tion, and shows no mercy. it
goes for your weakest spot,
which it finds with unerring
ease. It begins in your mind,
len

option of either contesting

in the Lok Sabha seat or

isa of man's
increasing greed in using
the natural resources for
his personal gain. Nature
had created a perfect bal-
ance between the living
and the non-living com-
ponents on earth,
Anthony Henriques,
Mumbai

Vaibhav's test
Former Australian Captain
Steve Waugh is dead right
that the young and per-
forming Vaibhav Suryavan-

shi has a lot of skills and at-
titude to shine for India. He
is mentally tough and has a
great backstory and,
hence, is someone who
can be successful at the in-
ternational level. But it will
be a challenge for him to
play the same way, with en-
thusiasm and freedom, as
he has done during this IPL
season.

Vinay Mahadevan,

Chennai

A lot required
That India has managed to
cope with the uncer-
tainties of Trump tariffs
and the global impact of
wars in Ukraine and Gaza
better than other econ-
omies showcases its resil-
ience and strong
macroeconomic funda-
mentals. Modi has made
tall claims of India becom-
ing a developed nation by
2047, but a lot needs to be
done on several fronts to
improve the country’s
growth trajectory while
keeping inflation, rising liv-
ing costs and unemploy-
ment in check.

Vijay Singh Adhikari,

Nainital
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CONTRAPUNTO
The illegal we do immediately.
The unconstitutional takes a little longer
- HENRY KISSINGER

Getting Judged

Trump’s logic for tariffs was ahways shifty. Just how
shifty became clear in a court case US govt lost
ovt work Is hush-hush, but every few years declassified
files spill old beans. So we now know that CIA trained
plgeons to take photos inside USSR during the Cold War.
That was Project Tacana. Now the curious term “Taco’ is floati

THE GUNS 45825 MORE THE WARS

THE TIMES OF INDIA
FRIDAY, MAY 30, 2025

Tamilian Dollar Answer

If India is to exploit manufacturing opportunities tariff wars may open up, the ‘Tamil Nadu
model is a fine example of what to do to become a go-to place for foreign investors

Ashish Dhawan and Plyush Doshi

Tlmpurm»h\d intospecialised hubs - for engineering

red tape, making the investor's experience akin to that
of afast A

creating
" hmul Industrial base unlike any other state

Whm the Make In
Ind| was
f Immrhdmmn_luﬂ
o o target of achleving
u 2% of GDP from
manufacturing by 2025

In reality, the share of manufacturing his remained

almost constant at about 6%, Amidst this under

performance, one state that stands out for getting 25%
Nadu

around. Is it a secret US tarlff strike aimed at Mexico? On Wall
Street, it's shorthand for “Trump always chickens out’. After all,
the 47th prez lowered tariffs on China from 145% to 30% in a
month, But Trump has a different take, “It's called negotiation,”
hetold reporters on Wednesday.

Alsoon Wednesday, Trump's aldes tried convineing the US Court
of International Trade that his tariffs had facilitated a different
kind of negotiation - brokering the May 10 ceasefire between India
and Pakistan. “This ceasefire was only achieved after President
Trump interceded and offered both nations trading access with
the United States to avert a fullscale war,” commerce secretary
Lutnick said while opposing a plea to
block Trump’s sweeping tariffs.

That's either a slip or a file declassified
toosoon, for as faras we recall, Trumpon
May n wmln Whlle nul even dhcumd,

wllh both of lhaw great nations.” Nou-
not even discussed. Forget a tariff threat,
even trade was not on the table. And as
far as India is concerned, US was not at
the table either. Jaishankar made it clear
again on Monday: “It was the Indian military action that made
Pakistan say: We are ready to stop.”
Nelther Lutnick nor secretary of state Rublo - who sald a

of GSDP kg bs Tamil

TN Is home 1o manufacturing facilities
of international glants such as Foxconn,
Pegatron, Samsung, Hyundal, Ford, Nissan,
TVS Motor Company and Ashok Leyland.
Natably, Apple’s suppliers in the state employ
around 50,000 workers who produce millions
of IPhones, Similarty lhum-boyulwlm
for Nike, operates multiple factories in
state employ kng over 37,000 workers. (Mnll
the state currently has over 31,000 operational
fisctories, the highest in India

TN has also emerged as & major export
powerhouse across garments, automobibes,
engineering goods and electronics. Whille it
has less than 6% of India’s population, it
now accounts for almost 15% of India’s non
oll exports. Over 41% of India’s electronics,
3% of footwear and 45% of auto and auto
components manufscturing come from TN
On the back of its manufacturing success
TN now his third highest per capita GDP in
Indin among large states, only marginally
behind Telangana and Karnataka whichare
largely driven by IT exports.

y the
bulld worker housing to facilitate manufacturing st
scale where thousands of migrant women can live and
work safely To attract Talwanese investment and tech-
nological ki the state plans to set up an industrial
park focused on Talwanese suppliers and component

in electronics, technical textiles and non.
leather footwear, creating thousands of jobs.

N 4 y thatacts
not dock racy
doesn't see itsell I‘llllwr but rl(hrrnn part
ner. Officlals are empmmn-d and expected - to think
like i
with the private -«'mr

Recoatly when Centre announced the electronices
components incentives policy, TN state govt took just a
woek to come up with a matching scheme
and set itselfl & goal of achioving $100ba in
electronics exports from the current level of
$14bn. In TN, key clearances are digitised,
llmdu\«ml:urhd publicly and grievance

If & project hits a snag. the goal ks not to
shrug ol but toclear the road quickly The
role of supportive burcaucracy does not end
with landing an investment. Recently when

at the Samsung plant went on strike,
the political and bureaucratic leadership
worked behind the scenes to find an amicable
solution to the dispute, rather than using
worker unrest for short-term political gains.
This has encournged Samsung to lnvest
further in the state

Importantly policy continuity has been
its feel d
to take difficult calls because there is no
witch-hunt even when the party in power
changes. That sort of predictability is gold
for investors looking to make billion dollar
commitments.

Supporting Investors | The state has an

States aspiring to be

can learn some lessons from TN. WMI- several llﬂon

agency, Guidance Tamil Nadu. Many states
have fancy ‘investor summits' and ‘single-window

three key

ruling could “lead to embarrassment of the United States on the
global stage” - could persuade the court, which faulted Trump's use
of emergency powers to impose tariffs. It's a setback, but the tariffs
will remain for now. Trump's admin has already filed an appeal.

This battle could continue for many months, and since only the
basis for the tariffs - not the tariffs themselves - is legally Nawed,
Trump could find a workaround. But what he needs to settle
urgently is the rationale for tariffs. They were meant to right
America’s balanceof trade, and bring back manufacturing. Then
they became a tool to stop illegal immigration and drugs. Then,
a diplomatic bargaining chip. A veritable Swiss army knife.
Hardly the blade for a hegemon. It can rend global trade, but won't
make China cower.

Bullet Isn’t The Point

Assam’s move to liberalise arms licences in some state
areas can turn seriously wrong. It should scrap the policy

ssam cabinet's decision to approve a special scheme to grant

arms licences to ‘original inhabitants' and ‘indigenous

citizens’ in vulnerable areas of the state has rightly raised
eyebrows. The last thing the Northeast needs is more guns. After
years of painstaking security operations and negotlations leading
to more than 10,000 militants across the region laying down their
arms, giving guns back to the people defeats security objectives. It
also undermines the narrative of normalisation that was taking
hold in the Northeast

Assam CM Himanta Biswa Sarma says it is meant todeter threats
and enhance personal security among indigenous communities in

s areas like Dhubri, Nagaon, Morigaon, Barpeta,

South Salmara-Mankachar and Goalpara. He

also cites recent developments in Bangladesh.

But this would mean that Assam police and

other security forces in the state haven't

been able to ensure law and order. Second,

N Aunm hu a terrible hmury of insurgency-

extortion

and mrwlulkllllnuummmum during the

height of Ulfa terror. What if the new liberal

gun licence policy turns the clock back? As a state opposition leader

said, govt can give gun licences but has no control over how those
guns will be used.

Third, in recent years, the Northeast has been talked up as a
growth hub and a key pillar of India's Act East policy. But will
investments flow to the reglon if an atmosphere of lawlessness
prevails? Note that Morigaon - where the new gun licence policy
will supposedly apply - is earmarked for a tor plant,

& This did not happen
overnight. The state govt has consistently invested in
ports (such as Chennal, Tuticoring, road

¢ " that exist more In rhetoric than in practice.
TN, however, institutionalised investor support in &
way few others have.

Guidance Tamil Nadu is a full service conclenge for

and industrial estates. SIPCOT (State Indulll'l'l

investors rappro-
vals, solve labour Inun even assisting n navigating
y-to-day ups after they set up shop.

Promotion Corporation of Tamil Nadu), b
10 1971, developed Industrial parks scross the state and
provided plugand-play infra long before It became a
national buzzword

‘This ensured that before investors arrived land wis
ready with basic infra in place and clusters devel
arganically, creating scaled and globally competitive
ecosystems. Cithes like Colmbatore, Chennal and

This ml«aml proactive approach has meant
that companies get real-time handholding, not just
coromonial assurances. Problems are solved before
they snowball and investors feel hoard and prioritised
eritical in a Trumplan world wh

™ b itself an
line for becoming a trillion dollar economy; but the state
does have its share of challenges. With increasing per
capita income, TN Is largely reliant on migrant labour,
Dbt it is not the most preferred destination for migrants
a:n to language barriers. It is l‘lﬁ) seen as & difficult

A healthy competition has emerged between states
like AP Telangana, UR: MP. Gujarat and Maharashira
for attracting investors. If competing Indian states
can absorb even a fraction of the lessons from TN's
success, India will soon have multiple manufacturing
Nywheels. And the dream of turning India into a manu-
facturing powerhouse might be realised sooner than

secking out reliable global options. Projects are not
allowed to drown in slow approvals and unpredictable

o
Dhawon is founder CEO & Doshi is operating partner.
Thet /)

Woof! What Some People Are Getting Wrong About Strays

India’s Animal Birth Control programme has substantially brought down street dog numbers & rabies
cases. Science & empathy, not misleading data & fear-mongering, should guide our action

To those who want
street dogs shifted out
of cithes or worse, the
first thing that needs
pointing out is history’s
lessons on what works,
and what doesn’t. For over a century,
municipalitios across India tried to
eliminate streot dogs by killing them

often using horrific methods like elee:
trocution,

rabies deaths - 96 bess than before ABC
per govt's April | answer to & pariiam-
entary question. In fact, our ABC pro-
gramme, the world's largest spay and
return programme, has boen internatio-
nally acknowlodged as a milestone in
ecological history.

1 4s this progress that's under threat

naw

Uninformed noise around dog bites
often misreported - Is pushing cities
toward rash policies. The bite figures
An RTT has

and
Despite lhm hnnnl rump-mu. dog

didn’t drop.

The turning point came in late 1990,
when courts, activists, and experts
pushed for a humane, sclentific alter-
native. The Animal Birth Control (ABC)
programme is a WHO-endorsed model
that involves catching.  sterilising,
vaccinating, and releasing dogs in their
home territories, This is internationally
proven as the only wiy 1o check numbers,
end bites and eliminate rables.

In 1996, a pilot ABC project was
introduced In Chennal and Jalpur.
The results were amazing. In Chennal,
rables deaths fell from 120 to § in just 4
years, while Jalpur saw a 28% drop In
dog population and zero rables deaths.
Five years later, the central ABC Rubes
2000 came Into force. Today, states like
Goa, Sikkim, Haryana, and Uttarakhand

achieved bies st thanks

are

revealed that the use of prophylactic
vaccines s miscounted as bites, inflating
numbers 35 times. Also, over 75% of repor
tod bites are from pet dogs, not strays.

We have been successfully control-
!mlllu-nn«ﬂwnumm

"

pets, and lack of pub-
lie education.

Pet shops and bree-
dors remain unregis-

2017) and Pet Shop
(2018) Rules. Broeders
are advertising online
without  even @
addross.

Will hundreds of supporting d for semic
manufacturing make a beeline if there's mconﬂdencn in local law
and order? Himanta’s critics say he Is playing his political games
with assembly polls due next year. Whatever his reasons, he should
take back the gun policy.

Talk the talk

The globalisation of English has taken a lot
of the foreignness out of foreign travel
Jug Suraiya

Bunny and I are in Torino, Italy And Bunny Is eager to try
out the conversational lllllln she has picked up through
her cell phone.
We go for i morning coffee to Caffe Mulassano, the 118 year
4 old establishment lhu Jooks like what mﬂmldnnlln-mlquc
4 jowelbox Yook 1ike, all bur
Buonglorno, vorremmo due cappuccinl, deka per me, normale per lul,
Bunny says in her best Duolingo Italian
Ohay, llntl[w\'llhl.umﬂﬂ‘ll andone mulummlni right up, says the
barista, she’ NYC
1t's like that -tmrwr we go. Bunny asks for directions to a restaurant or
else we want 10 go, In punctilious ltalian. The reply s almost
lmuhhly inEnglish,
= Ttwas very different when we first visitod Italy in 1973 We didn't
(2Y0)) have a word of Italian, and no locals spoke anything else. We got
ss g by with an extempore hitand miss mixture of sign language,
guesswork, md-lmknu( sudden inspiration

asking

ABC efforts.
Nationally, the impact is undenlable.
In 2024, India recorded just &4 human

Calvin & Hobbes

Puppies are delivered
1o the doorstep with
1o recelpts or records.

The entire racket is conducted in black

money by & powerfully networked mafia
Last March when govi imposed a ban

on the breeding and sale of certain breeds

suryivors of the subcontinent’s extreme
weather - they play an essential ecologi
cal role. Acting as natural scavengers,
they help cloan up organic waste, inclu

Including pit bulls and it
was the breedor lobby that obtained an
almost immediate stax causing the
notification to be withdrawn

Tt should be clar m«llh-nh-rurvm
‘aggrossive’ breeds

food, )
thereby reducing disease vectors and
controlling rodent populations. In villages
and urban neighbourhoods alike, their
territorial nature prvwnh the entry of

the result of what adog bs taught lndlhr
clreumstances in which Is raised
This is why commercial breeding is so
dangerous. Breeders typically provide
noveterinary care, proper food, exercise
or affection. It s this abuse that leads to
poorly sociulised, fearful dogs.

Most importantly, removing reloca

dogs are removed from thelr territory,
avacuun forms. New, unstorilised.

s wildlife
intrusions in rural edges.

Their prosence creatos & ‘canine fence’,
maintaining a balance that supports
both sanitation and public safety Remo.
ving them disrupts this balance and
invites a host of secondary problems.

If we are serious about human safety,
compassion, and sclentific progress, the
way forward s clear Rigorously imple-
ment the ABC Rules in all states. Enforee
breeder/ pet shop registration, shut down

ter itand the
chances of conflict increase.
Street dogs, once sterilised
and vaceinated, become &

sterilisation. Educate the public that fear
based behaviour around dogs (scroaming,

Sheltors are certa
Inly not the answer

are overcrowded,
hatbeds for diseases,
and an ongoing ex:
Pense - €2500/month
per dog. In contrast,
ABC costs just €150
per dog - & one-time,
effective investment
Indian street dogs
are more than just

throwing stones, denying food) escalates
caregh

Support

vers. Encournge local govis to designate
fooding spots, coordinate sterilisation
drives, and bulld public trust in ABC.

This lsn't Mealism. It's working in
Bhutan, which has achieved complete
ARC coverage. It's working in India,
whﬂv rables deaths are hlllnl st ll

s rooted

mmkx science - and most mwnrnnlly.
empathy Let’s not surrender to fear Let
us lead with facts, intelligence, and the
courage to protect all life.

The writer is Trustee, People for Animals

pace
You have visits

then you have
disappearances.
You enter, then
youexit, You
come: yougo. It
woutld be so great
i vou could just
get to human enlightenment ona
linear path

Eve Ensler

Transport From Slavery To SaIvatlon

Soma Chakravertty

“ bmmnhwm(uﬂ)
sorrow is the memory of
yosterday's joy.” wrote thlll

Gibran, but to bet go is casler

Ihlll never return All hrrau-'whnw

ability to think clearly or
‘When the person thm-nulurh

doos not hurt, but

ments,

Memories do not accupy any physbeal
place, thoughth

iragya.
mlmquhrunml transiates |mofn¢~

must g senses,
Mmdwnm greed, envy, lelsure,
self-love, anger. and lust to be on the
pathof liberation and realising
Brahmn. Renunciation does not mean

done. It is one of th

things todo. Material objects meta
morphose into immaterial objects
sooner or lator: ronleally it s

N ot 1k

nuyln the Intn station, into ad

_
lllﬂlllll’\‘('m -n exciting exploration of an exotic land-

phy y
and

pe. It made foreign feel forelgn

Now, everyone, mry\ﬂm in Europe, even in France which once shunned
los anglals like a socially transmitted disease, will break into Anglo Saxon at
thedropof achat

A linguistic pandemic, English spans the globe, hurdling geographic
borders and cultural boundaries like a vocal virus. And the more you try to
speak 1o the local citizenry in their language, the more you'll prompt o response
in English, the speaker seizing this opportunity to demonstrate a grasp of
what has become the most cosmopolitan of all languages, thanks to global
commerce, Hollywood, and the Iyrln of pop music. While this makes for ease
of it takes much of th of foreim.

S0 we look forward to our next port of ull where no one speaks English at
all 11 make for a nice change whon we get to London,

s
that turn into attachments from which
it s painful to detach

Letting go does not necessarily mean
The

™ ot
back but can still impact the present
and fut

ure.
“The rootof all suffering
is attachment,” said the
Buddha These attach
ments can be both material
and mental. According to
Buddhism, the key to

potting rid of or throw
problem arisos why bec

ing s
of desires,

obsessions. A stack of never to-be-worn
clothes, which, if given away could help
some: out-of: andane

attachments and aversions. In the
universe, whkh Is transcendental, ever

sharl will advise not mlm-pnlm u-lh«

rhen we ‘hangon’, \w.n

munpuﬂ from slavery to salvat mn
hr

g, n
hetie Itmeans surmounting obsession,

Ihﬂbrukm.ol worldly dnm-
and possess lons to follow the
path of Jesus Christ and

1% 77 ‘J histeachings Jesusonce
advised a rich ruler. “Sell
everything you own and give
tothe poor, and you will have

",‘ m  TREE troasures in heaven. Then

come and follow me.”
Jainism speaks of -p-nxuhl lllldl
ment bri

, 0RO Or mania as
hadow:

t o
our thoughts, affect reason, relation.
ships and realities. Imprisonment by
materials and moments is the angst that
prevents Living and enjoy ing the pre-
sent. Isha Upanishad says, “Whatever
moves in this moving workd ks enveloped
Jod. Therefore, enjoy renunciation;
donot covet what belongs to others.”
l.uulnclur what isnot ourscan unl)

ings
whk-h nwhy all mxﬂdly p--uulum
1

against the law of nature, and
4

never-to bee read books th'lm rln 'uun
\des

trestrict,

m
II) . 'l)ﬁnrhmfnl mll nmhllll

nmm‘ confine,

it

andon. e
r'mlrurlulln.m-ymnudmdd.y-

di tothe 3
“Attachments interfere with a person’s

The best lesson of nuthmlwnh
detachment is the Sun. Without any
demand, dosire, or discrimination, the

Maitril
“Control of thought isliberation.” One

Itself with its light and warmth
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Industries using cleaner tech, reducing
pollution may face fewer regulations

+  Industries can achieve better pollution index ratings by improving environmental performance, such as switching to cleaner fuels and reducing pollution levels.
+  The pollution index scores quantify the degree of pollution, such as air pollution, water pollution or hazardous waste generation, from an industrial unit.
+  The revised index introduces a new category for industrial services in domestic waste management, but it also includes polluting waste incineration plants under this category.

SIMRIN SIRUR

ndia’s Central Pollution Control Board will

provide incentives to industries as they adopt

cleaner fuels and technologies, giving them the
opportunity to fetch a better pollution index num-
ber that could, in turn, result in fewer regulatory
burdens.

In a letter issued to states in February, the
CPCB, India’s pollution regulatory body, said that
after meeting with stakeholders, a "need was felt to

ivize units for adopti
Iting in better 1 performance.”
The newly revised index gives industries the ability
to earn a star-rated status if they are able to
imprvve theu scores by switching to clnner fuels
and llution loads. P ly, the
CPCB's pollutwn index had no such provision.

Eligible units need to demonstrate measures
taken to treat and reuse wastewater, reduce fresh-
water consumption, and switch to alternative
cleaner fuels or technology whlch mul( in fewer

issions and waste led
by the member secretary of the sme pollution
board, will verify these efforts before revising the
pollution index score, the CPCB’s report on the
revision says. I ives for improving polluti
index scores include longer Consent to Operate
certifications (up to five years longer in duration),
as well as fewer site visits by pollution authorities.

But even as industries have the opportunity to
progress along the index, the revised index relaxes
pollution scores across each category. Industries
are categorised into red (severely polluting),
orange (highly polluting), green (polluting, but to a
lesser degree), and white (least polhmng) Scnres
are assigned based on the p jal air p
water pollution, and waste ;eneranon of an indus-
trial unit.

Previously, red industries scored 60 points or
higher in the index, but this is now revised to 80
or higher, giving industries more room before
being classified as red. Red industries uMle the
strictest itoring and latory

Similarly, the score for orange industries has
changed from a score between 41 and 59 to
between 55 and 80. Green industry scores are
revised from between 21 and 40 to between 25 and
54. The least polluting white industries have a
score between zero and 25 compared to the previ-
ous regime, between zero and 20.

“Adoption of cleaner technology is needed, but
inspections are necessary to ensure that these sys-
tems continue to work. There have been cases in
the past where emission monitoring systems that
industries are supposed to install have been tam-
pered with, preventing actual emission data from
reaching the pollution conu-vl boud: sdd

Esuhhsh' permlu for polhmng industries that
have ite
industries are also exempt from obtaining permits
to establish and operate their units. The CPCB says
the revised scoring criteria are based on the “pre-
cautionary principle,” where “the scoring method-
ology is based on the pollution potential during
generation and not at the end of pipe.”

Waste inci fon given ¢ ial envi-
ronment service’ tag

The revised index also introduces a new “blue”
category, for industrial services that cater to the
management of domestic waste. This category,
called “essential environmental services,” include a
range of activities such as landfill biomining,
sewage treatment, and waste processing plants.

which rotates turbines to generate electricity.
Previously, WTE plants were in the red category
because of their highly polluting potential, with a
score of 97.6 out of 100.

“WTE plants release emissions like dioxins and
furans, which are not only polluting but are bad
for health. Only the CPCB has the capacity to test
these emissions, because most states don't have
the facilities to monitor or test these emissions,”
said Chythenyen Devika Kulasekaran, senior
research associate at the Centre for Financial
Accountability. “When proper testing facilities to
check pollution don't exist, you can't give waste
incineration a clean sheet and categorise it as a
blue industry.”

There are 21 WTE plants in India. A recent
repon submmed in the National Green Tribunal

These services “play a vital role in p ting the d most criteria were not met by
environment and human health,” and ‘may aho these plants, with several parameters going with-
bring value addition by producing vnnous by- out testing.

d such as dary raw This includes plants burning mixed waste of
energy, m nnd pmmme circular emnomy nnd low calorific value, not testing bottom ash for

ting waste into

by
wealth,” the CPCB’s report says.
A total of nine industries/activities have been
included in the blue category, with the benefit of

Meenakshi Kapoor, an o
who closely tracks changes to environmental regu-
lations.

Stakeholder discussions were driven primarily
by industry and industry associations, the CPCB's
report reveals. The revised index comes months
after the CPCB did away with “Consent to

an ded two-year validity period on their
Consent to Operate permits.

Among newly categorised essential environ-
mental services, however, are waste-to-energy
(WTE) plants, which are known to be highly pol-
luting. Waste-to-energy plants work by incinerat-
ing waste at high temperatures, producing steam

heavy metals, and failing to report dioxin, furan,
and other air pollution levels. The CSIR-National

(NEERI) said plants that burn mixed waste “may
not be feasible in India” because they don't adhere
to waste management rules. “Promoting waste to
energy plants for mixed waste (mass burning)
defeats the purpose of waste segregation... The
mass burning of MSW (municipal solid waste) also
defeats the opportunity of Circular Economy for
the waste sector,” it said in a report.

Among newly categorised ess-
ential environmental ser-vices,
however, are waste-to-energy
(WTE) plants, which are
known to be highly polluting.
Waste-to-energy plants work
by incinerating waste at high
temperatures, producing ste-
am which rotates turbines
to generate electricity. Pre-
viously, WTE plants were
in the red category because of
their highly polluting potential,
with a score of 97.6 out of 100.
“WTE plants release emissions
like dioxins and furans, which
are not only polluting but are
bad for health. Only the CP-
CB has the capacity to test
these emissions, because most
states don’t have the facilities
to mo-nitor or test these emis-
sions,” said Chyt-henyen De-
vika Ku-lasekaran, seniorre -
search associate at the Centre
for Financial Accountability.
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HERE is a conundrum that no policy

maker or ecconomist has been able to ex-
plain, let alone solve: India, despite being the
fastest growing major economy, is not able to
attract investment, especially foreign direct
investments (FDI).

The conundrum became more paine
ful last week as the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) published data showing that net FDI
droy 96,5 per cent in 2024-25, Net FDI
in the previous fiscal year amounted to $353
million, the lowest on recond, compared with
$10 billion in 202324,

$ea

among foreign investors, prompting them to
invest in industries, infrastructure, technol-
ogy, and services. However, that correlation
appears to be weakening in Indial case.

Several underlying factors may be con-
tributing to this paradox. First, policy unpre-
dictability remains a deterrent for long-term
foreign investors. While India has made
significant strides in improving the ease of
doing business, concerns remain over bu-
reaucratic hurdles, regulatory overreach, and
shifting tax policies.

Second, geopolitical tensions and an in-

gl Jobal

This sharp & isas asit
s disconcerting, lmplknhkbnm.on the
whole, India has been doing well on almost
all macro-indicators: the fiscal and revenue
deficits have been going down; infrastruc-
ture building is continuing inflation is Jow;
there is political stability. And disconcerting

gly p &l
may also be influencing investor decisions.
As companies de-risk their supply chains
and capital allocations, India might not m
present the certainty or competitiveness (
ghobal investors demand.
Moreover, while FDI inflows have dried

Govt must address issue of falling net FDI urgently

of strength. In May 2025, FPIs poured Rs
14256 crore into Indian markets, marking
the highest monthly inflow in eight months,
This surge offers a glimmer of hope and sug-
gests that global investors are still interested
in India’s growth story, albeit through more
liquid and reversible channels.

FPIs are ofien driven by factors such as
stock market performance, interest rate dif-
ferentials, and global risk appetite. Their
renewed interest in India may reflect confi-
dence in certain sectors or in the macroeco-
nomic outlook, but it does not compensate
for the strategic value that long-term FDI
brings to the economy. FDI supports infra.
structure development, job creation, tech-
nology transfer, and sustainable economic
growth—benefits that portfolio investments
alone cannot provide.

The current trend demands serious intro-

must conduct a comprehensive review of the
entire policy ecosystem governing foreign
investment. This includes streamlining ap-
proval processes, ensuring greater regulatory
transparency, enhancing legal protections for
Investors, and making India’s investment en-
vironment ghobally competitive,

The sharp fall in FDI is not merely a sta-
tistical concern; it is a signal that something
deeper is amiss, If left unaddressed, it could
have long:term consequences for Indias am-
bitions to become a global manufacturing
hub and a critical player in the global econ-
omy. Reversing this trend requires not just
reactive measures but a strategic, forward.
looking reform agenda that restores investor
confidence and makes India a truly attractive
destination for long-term capital

Ultimately, India’s ability to convert its
economic potential into sustained invest.

because money is not coming in,
Conventional wisdom suggests that robust
economic growth should inspire confidence

up, foreign portfolio investments (FPIs)—
which are generally more short-term and
market-driven—have recently shown signs

spection. India cannot affoed to let its
story be undermined by a lack of conhidence
among foreign investors, The government

rowth

ment will determine whether it can truly
capitalise on its growth and demographic
dividend. The time 10 act is now,

Culture trumps Self-Reliance

nation's ability to be self-

rellant stems from its ena-
bling indigenous cubture or,
in its absence, from its com-
petence in designing a new
enabling culture. No nation
can become fully self- reliant
in this workl without this
foundation.

Consider Pakistan, a na-
tion that is separated from
India and chose to reject
Hindu civiliztional culture.
Lacking the competence 1o
design a new enabling cul-
ture, it has never come dose
10 being self-reliant. Unfor-
tunately, one cannot turn
into a beggar and prodaim
self-reliance. Many nations
without an enabling culture
have run their course and
slipped into oblivion for vari-

light the
power of an enabling culture
10 transform a nation into a
truly self-reliant one. India
has a great advantage over
many nations, as it possesses
an ancient, knowledge- based
civilisational culture, Every
Indian  citizen must ask:
“Does India widd its cultural
trump cand to unlock its po-
tential as a truly self-reliant
nation?”

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi is the first to issue a
national call to action for be.
comingself- reliant. However,
the government alone can-
not achieve this umongous
task. Citizens must awaken
and embrace this national
cause. India needs to redaim
its forgotten ancient cultural
values that drives education,
work culture, skilling ethical
guidance, and big think 13
1o enterprise, innovate,
professionalize,

Since Indq\'mkn«. the
callous dismissal of our great
indigenous  culture as “old
school” di " “not

I:lmngly believe that a

nearly lost the enabling cul-
ture carefully designed by its
founding fathers through a
nation-building process be-

in 1787, which sustained

r over two centuries. While
gobalisation has economi-
cally benefited most nations
that adopted it, birthing eco-
nomic glants like China and
India, it has equally eroded
their invaluable cultures.

President Trump has tak-
en it upon himself to reclaim
the lost ghory of American
sochety, which is fighting bi-
polar ideological and deeply
divided social battles. Above
all, the USA has lost s
self-rebance along with its
designed  enabling  culture,
Ovendependence on China,
India and other nations for
essentials  highlights  the
savagery  of unmonitored,
hypnotic globalisation, This
example validates my state-
ment: “A nation’s ability to
be self-reliant stems from its
enabling indigenous culture
of, in its absence, from is
© nee in ng &
mlq m:::!m .

1 strongly believe: “If a na-
tion loses #ts culture, it loses
the capability 10 be self-reli-
ant forever” Self-rellance as
a dogan does not translate to
reality unless a nation steps
up for this mammoth cause.
1 propose four interdepend-
ent steps for India to rise to
self-reliance,

RECLAIMING THE
INDIGENOUS CULTURE
1 have always believed that
a nation's soul lies in its cul-
ture, It is a collective emo-
tion, the invisible thread
weaving through every citi-
zen's dreams, ambitions, and
sense of self.

For India, a land of anclent
wisdom and vibrant diver-
sity, our culture is not just a
relic of the past; it is the fud
for our future. It is the fire
that can ignite self-reliance
and propel us 10 global lead-
ership. Let me be clear: self-
rellance Is not just about
GDP, economic metrics, or
massive manufacturing hubs.
Itis about a mindset, a collec-
tive pride, a refusal to bow to
mediocrity, and a relentless
pursuit of excellence, even at
the cost of temporary politi-
cal d At the heart

cool o “not progressive”
has been unforgivable and
carrles an  unquantifiable
cost, which we are already
bearing through rapid per-
sonal,  professional, family,
and social disintegration.

THE WRATH OF

GLOBALISATION
To add fuel 10 the fire, gho-
balisation has worsened the
situation. No culture remains
untarnished by the tsunami
of the ultra-capitalist for-
mula of “free enterprise” and
sation” This global
nomenon  has  crushed
cultures  workdwide.  This
economic levdler, over four
decades, has damaged indig-
enous cultures more than any
foreign oppressor or dictator
could over centuries Even
the mighty economic power
of the USA, which unleashed
this economic tornado, coukd

not escape s wrath.
The USA, which lacked
an indigenous culture, has

of & all is our culture, our
greatest asset, our unylelding
strength,

NATIONAL PRIDE
Let us talk about national
prue I am not referring to

Since independence, the callous dismissal of our great indigenous
culture as “old school,” “traditional,” “not cool,” or “not
progressive” has been unforgivable and carries an unquantifiable
cost, which we are already bearing through rapid personal,
professional, family, and social disintegration. To add fuel to the
fire, globalization has worsened the situation. No culture remains
untarnished by the tsunami of the ultra-capitalist formula of
“free enterprise” and “globalisation.” This global phenomenon
has crushed cultures worldwide. This economic leveller, over four
decades, has damaged indigenous cultures more than any foreign
oppressor or dictator could over centuries

Just put a rover on the moon;
it did so on a shoe-string
budget that made the workls
jaw drop. That s cultural
pride at work: frugal, innova-
tive, and fercely independ.
ent,

SELF-WORTH
Self-reliance demands self-
worth, a belief that we, as
individuals and as a nation,
a8 a culture are good enough,
For oo long, we have carried
the baggage of colonial infe-
riority, measuring oursclves
against Western yardsticks,

Our civilisational culture
tells a different story. The
Upanishads teach us to seck
the divine within, to recog-
nize our infinite potential,
Imagine if every Indian in-
ternalised this, every student,
every entreprencur, every
policymaker. We would not
Just be a nation of 1.4 billion
people, we would be a force
of 14 billion dreamers, each
convinced that they could
change the world.

This  self-worth  drove
our freedom fightens to face
empires with nothing but

bm a deep, unshakable belief
in our identity as Indians,
Our culture teaches us to
honowr our roots,

it is the Vedic chants echoing
through time, the intricate
rthythms of Bharatanatyam,
of the resilience of our farm-
ers who have fed this nation
for centuries,

“This pride Is not just nos-
talga; it is a call to action.
When we take pride in our
identity, we stop secking
outward validation, We stop
chasing foreign models of
success that do not fit our
culture and ethos. Instead,
we build systems, products,
and ideas with unapologetic
confidence.  Consider  our
space program: ISRO did not

artups today, ke OYO,
Zoho,or Ola, 1o take on glob-
ol glants, I believe: “When we
know our worth, we do not
beg for a seat at the table; we
build our own”

BIG PURPOSE
THINKING

Now, let us address big-
purpose thinking. A nation
without a larger purpose is
like a ship adrift. Our culture
provides that compass, From
the Mahabharata’s lessons on
delivering one’s role, Rama-
yanas lessons on duties and
ethical guidance, to Gandhis
vision of Swaraj, we have al-
ways been a people driven
by somcthing bigger than
oursdves,

Today, that purpose must
be sdf-rellance, not just to
meet domestic needs but to
lead the workd, Indias ancient
knowledge  systems,  from
Ayurveda to mathematics,
once drew scholars globally,
Why are our youth flocking to
Western universities? Whose
fault, is i? Why cannot we
reclaim that mantle? Imagine
an India, where our univer.
sitles rival MIT, Princeton,
and Harvard, where our tech
Twibs outshine Silicon Valley,
where our green energy solu-
tions power the planet.

This is not a pipe dream; it
Is & cultural imperative. Our
sriptures speak of “Vasud-
haiva  Kutumbakam.”  the
world is one family. That is
ot just a fed-good slogan; it
is a blueprint for global lead-
ership rooted in compassion,
innovation, and responsibil-
ity.

SKILLING FOR GLOBAL
COMPETITION
Self-reliance demands world-
class, razor-sharp skills. Our
culture has ahways valued
competence, craftsmanship,
mastery, whether it is the
mathematical genlus, preci-
slon of a Kathak dancer or the
ingenuity of a street vendor
turning scraps into solutions.
That’s the glory of the past.
Today we have moved away
from being a merit centric
sochety, we value socal en-
gineering over competence,
professionalism and integrity.
We continue 1o build on en-
tithement and free culture for
political  appeasement and
expediency. How can India
bulld a skilled workforce
without competence, meritor
professionalism being widely
n-qa«lnh promoted?

Consider the global demand
for Indian coders, doctors,
and engineers. We are al-
ready competitive, but we do
not yet lead or dominate; we
simply facilitate.

Programs initiated by PM
Narendra Modi, like Skill In-
dia, are a good start, but we
need a radical cultural revo-
Tution kn education, one that
blends our andient culture of
holistic learning with profes-
stonal integrity and paired
with cutting-edge technol-
ofy. That is the India [ envi-
sion, gobally competitive,
yet unmistakably Indian.

ELIMINATE
CORRUPTION
Now, let us address the ¢l-
ephant in the oom, corrup-
tion. It is a cancer that erodes
self-reliance. Our culture, at
its core, is rooted in dharma,
righteousness, integrity, and
duty. Yet, somewhere al
the way, we have let g
lethargy, jealousy, disloyalty,
and shortcuts creep in. Every
bribe, every favour, every in-
stance of “chalta hal” attitude
betrays our cubtural values.
A selforeliant India cannot
afford this

We need a cultural reset,
a return 1o the principles of
simplicity, honesty, integrity,
and accountability that our
epics champion, Consider
the success of digital plat-
forms like UPl or Aadhaar,
They have cut through bu-
reaucratic ot because they
are built on transparency
and efficiency. If we extend
that ethos to every comer of
governance and society, we
will be unstoppable. It starts
with us each of us refusing
to compromise, demanding
bd!rv. nni upmldln; lhc

system
muu unp producing rote
Jearners and start fostering
questioners, lhmlwn. crea-
tors, and

our
culture sets.

GREAT GOVERNANCE

A nation's rise depends on

leaders who dream big and
act boldly. Our cubture has
always  revered  vislonary
Ieuledn;\ Think of Ashoka,
who transformed an empire
through  compassion,  or

() LETTERS

Kamal’ oops! moment...

AMAL Haasan should know that by his comments
has deeply hurt the sentiments of Kannada speak -

ing public. He commits faux pas often. Previously he had
made derogatory statements in Big Boss reality show. Has-
san has a habit of dip of tongue and he goofs up In giv-
lutpr«hu in public and in reality shru Heoﬁm uses

hnauoatlnhhmluyi\m Due o this habit, hfhll
even faced the rage of the then Chief Minister Llayalalitha
. Previously also he has done a blunder by naming the
mmdmudmuhmllmlndmmpmdkrwﬁh
" So, It will be better to Kamal Hassan to talk

Jess in public speeches and in reality shows.
Zakir Hussain, Kazipet

AMAL Haasan’s “Tamil gave birth to Kannada™ has
irred wp a hornet’s nest. Now, the people of Kar-
nataka will have their pound of flesh, no less. Benjamin
Franklin had rightly said - 'A slip of the foot you may
loonm‘hlulip he tongue you may never get
over” 'm.hldnukauolw before thinking.
Confucius was right when he said -« ’::ehngmmmbt

)mvyhl«d.b«-uwlm can bold it”
Gadboley, Dewas (MP)

Bollywood unites entire nation

PROPOS the article ‘Stalwarts from the workd of en-
tertainment..| as human beings evolved thelr inner
emotions and desires needed some sort of self- expression,
and all the fine arts are nothing but a desire of the human
e lmﬂn«l itself, Theatre was the first entertainment
In the ages and only after the motion pictures were

Chanakya, who engl

a golden age with strategy.
Today, we have a ﬁmm-
ment that channels this leg-
acy: one that sets audackous
goals for global domination,
not through conquest but
through excellence. Whether
it is making products for the
world, renewable  energy,
leading in Al or becoming
the world's pharmacy, the vi
slon is dear and uncompro-
mising,

Pokia like Make in In-
dia or Atmanirbhar Bharat
are steps in the right direc-
tion, but they need cultural
backing. The government
must inspire pride, foster
self-worth, and align citizens
with our larger purpose to
galvanize a bilkon hearts.
It is not about control; it is
about unleashing Indias po-
tential,

Imagine an India where
every village has solar-pow-
ered microgrids, designed
by local engineers trained
in both traditional knowl
edge and modern tech. Im-
agine our films, music, and
literature dominating global
markets, telling stories that
resonate with our  values.
Imagine our dities as models
of sustainability, blending
ancient urban planning with
futuristic innovation,

This is within reach if we
harness our culture. Japan
rebuilt itself after devastat-
ing Workl War I1 distress by
marrying its ancient samural
discipline with indigenous-
ly designed management
models. Japanese consumer
brands dominate the world

in \umn‘sm technol-
the high

est q\ully standands. \oulh
Korea’s cultural pride fuels
its tech keadership in com-
puter hardware, globally re-
nowned telecom, consumer
appliances, and  precision
technology. Why cannot In-
dia do better?

CONCLUSION

India can be self-reliant,
We must live the culture we
preach, take pride in our
ientity, devate our self-
worth, align with a larger
purpose, hone our skills, re-
Ject corruption, and demand
visdonary governance,

Every time we choose
Made in India, innovate,
or uphold integrity, we are
building o self-reliant future.
1 am not saying it is simple,
but it is possible. Our cul-
ture is not just a backdrop;
it Is the engine for our rise.
Let us embrace it, widd it,
and show the world what a
billion- plus purpose-
ful md skilled Indians can
do. We cannot just dream of
self-rellance; we must build
it, one bokd step at a time.
When India rises, the world
will not just watch; it will fol-
low,

(The author is the Char
man of Nation Building
Foundation, Chicf Spokesper-
son for BIR and a Harvand
Business School-certified
Strategist)

d and developed did the film industry in India
begin to prosper. Every region has ks own film industry
but Bollywood or the Hlndl film industry towers above
them all because of its reach,

“The fame of Bollywood stars has touched many other
nations too and it is gratifying 10 note that even in places
in Europe; the likes of Shah Rukh Khan has thousands of
cager fans awaiting his films release. Bollywood is also
the single largest factor that unites the whole nation; even
though in recent times the Southern films are finding au-
diences in the North too. The likes of Satyajit Ray, Dilip
Kumar , Lata Ma r and others have enriched the
lives of not only Indians but internationally too.

Anthony Henriques, Mumbal

Develop infrastructure for film

industry in AP

THE controversy over the bandh of cinema hall in AP
has become a talking point today as Deputy Chief Minis-
ter Pawan Kalyan's “Hara Hara Veeramalli' is going to be
released in the theatres from June 12 across the Telugu-
speaking cinema halls, As it is prominent person
film both in politics and Tollywood naturally the issue got
focused among public.

In the past both politicians and the people in the en-
tertainment field hﬂl each other in times of troubles .
‘The prominent figures and yesteryears heroes helped the
government by mobilizing funds fmm the public as well
as from thelr own pockets especially disasters like cyclone
and famine. With that mutual cooperation the Tollywood
base was shifted to Hyderabad. Meanwhile the state was
bifurcated.

Jtof it Tollywood is in typical condition in which
shootings in TS and marketing in AP Thus, it is time for
AP government which has roots in Tonymd must de-

for sh larly in
Visal tnam, Vijayawada uI Tlnunll At the same
time ge must give eq 10 big budget

films as well as small Wﬂm}lmﬂ-{ywp\vm-
ment ponder over how to make entertainment to com-
mon people by focusing on facilities, ticket prices , prices
of eatables in the theatre premises.

Pratapa Reddy Yaramala, Tiruvuru (AP)

thehansreader@gmail.com

(@ BENGALURU ONLINE

Was ‘500 pe’ sure I will win Booker
Prize: Banu Mushtaq

Bengaluru: Booker Prize winner Banu Mushtaq sald
on Wednesday that she believed she would win the prize
“500 per cent” and she wrote the speech three days ahead
of the award ceremony. Mushtaq was speaking at a felici-
tation event organised by the Karnataka Union of Work-
ing Journalists in Bengaluru.

“Initially, 1 did not think much of it, but then I saw the
reactions of people in social media after I was longlisted.
Only then | realised the importance of the Booker Prize.
So, when my family was sleeping in the night, 1 sat and
wrote the speech that I ended up giving after | won,” sald
Mushtag. She said she actually practiced the
day fm.:l then on, picturing h:ntll hnldln;vlth?:oomh'z
Prize. She also recalled how, when her publisher tried to
temper her expectations by saying that never in the his-
tory of the Booker Prize, a short story collection has won
the prize, Mushtaq told the publisher, “Why won't you be-
leve that we might win? [ believe 500 per cent”

She also tal .wmmh.ﬂ.ma,mm
about the Kannada language and ended up pronounc-
ing it ‘Canada’ “I made them repeat Kan-na-da.” added
Mushtag. Mushtag, who was invited to speak at a panel at
the my“mml 2025 in Wales on May 24 along with Prize
director Gaby Wood and judge Anton Hur, sald she was
Impressed with the “book culture” there.

“The four-hour journey from London itsell was so
beautiful and reminded me so much of our Sakleshpura
and Kodagu (hill stations in Karnataka) or even Kerala.
But once | realised that the village might be small

but it is a mecca for writers and readers. Nearly 25,000
people visit every day and buy books from the 40-odd
small bookshops there during the 11 days of the festival”
said Mushtaq.

She also said she was impressed by the crowd that stood
in line for an autographed ‘Heart Lamp' at the festival.

Printed and Published m“ Hanumanta Rao, on behalf of Hyderabad Media House Pv. Limited, Flat No.609, 6th Floor, Kiti Shikhar Building, Piot No 11, Dist.
tnandan Printors & Publishers, A-15, Bara Bagh, G.T

and Printod at W's

Kamal Road, Industrial Area, New Delh -
aEa

110033, Chief Editor: V Ramu Sarma.

Canter, Ji &n New Delhi- 110058,
RNI No: ENG/2017/74005

@



BENGALURU

INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION.

— Ramnath Goenka

TRUMP'S POLICIES CAN
HARM THE US.ASMUCH
AS COUNTRIES LIKE INDIA

ONALD Trump's ‘bright ideas’'—in the formof a flurry
of sweeping executive orders—are worrying people in
company boardrooms as well as family drawing rooms
across the world. From trade tariffs and remittance
taxes to a crackdown on visas, his unprecedented policy
proposals may have far-reaching social, political and econom-
ie implications for countries like India. Many of the proposals
stretch the boundaries of established American jurispru-
dence, leavinga faint hope that not all of them may eventually
materialise. For example, a US federal trade court on Wednes-
day blocked Trump's tariff moves, ruling that an emergency
law the White House invoked to usurp the Congress’s power
to levy tariffs “exceeds any authority granted to the presl-
dent” in the matter. The Trump ad| ation has
the ruling; but if the court’s order prevails, it will be a huge
relief for the 180-0dd nations that trade with the US.

We may want to hold the jubilation as Trump could land
another debilitating punch on the issue, just as we are wit-
nessing in the case of student visas, whose processing the US
paused on Tuesday. The move comes close on the heels of
Trump's failed attempt to revoke Harvard University's cert-
fication toenrol international students, which too was blocked
by a federal court. The state department is now workingona
new system to scan all student applicants’ social media pres-
ence for posts found offensive by the administration. Indians
account for the largest number of forelgn students in the US—
atabout 30 percent, they surpass even Chinese students. With
the next intake just around the corner, prospective students
are deeply worried. American universities will also be hit, as
foreign students are an important financial source for many
of them. In any case, Indians are increasingly turning to des-
tinations like Germany;, Ireland and Russia, where their enrol-
ments have more than doubled in the recent past.

India is also the world's biggest recipient of remittances.
Trump's 3.5 percent tax on money sent abroad by those who
are not US citizens would affect H-1B visa holders and even
permanent residents. Some policy watchers argue that India
should impose similar levies on US companies and investors
in response. But regardless of whether Trump's policies
flow from a eoherem approach they could have long-term

and d not just for India,

but also l'ar the US.

NORTHEAST ONNEW
TRACKS TO PROGRESS

HE hallmark of a remote region’s integration with the
mainland is connectivity that facilitates the easy move-
ment of people and goods. India's northeastern region,
which is undergoing a massive railway expnmion to us
verse I neglect, isa pri
Eighteen projects worth 374,000 crore are laying 1,368 km of rail
tracks. lndudm; 13 new lines. Their completion will pave me
way for of intra-and
The latest is a railway line ﬁnallv
linking Aizawl, the capital of Mizoram, to the national grid. It
is the fourth northeastern capital to have a railway station.
Tracks are expected to arrive soon at three more of the e!ght
states, including Gangtok in Sikkim. Simultaneous
of the region's road, air and river networks would trnnb(nrm
trade, p ity and the intermingling of people like never
before. This wouldhea!nra'yl\'umﬂlemruerdecadeswm
people and animals jostled on rickety Dakota and Fokker planes
that hopped between distant towns in the region as the North-
east remained tenuously connected with mainland India.
In recent decades, insurgency and militancy have again
(umed the reglon into a security nlghumm addlng people's
jon to the woes of

FRIDAY

UDGES do not have an easy
job. They repeatedly do what
the rest of us seek to avoid:
make decisions,” wrote Brit-
ish lawyer David Pannick. At
times, judges who try cases
under the Protection of Chil-
dren from Sexual Offences (Pocso) Act
involving consensual sex between ado-
lescents find it difficult to choose be-
tween the law and reality Recently, in
a case titled In re: Right to privacy of
adolescents, the Supreme Court was
confronted with such a dilemma.

The case was from West Bengal. A 14-
year-old girl had left her parental home
to live with a 26-year-old man. They got
married and a child was born. The man
was found guilty of offences under the
Pocso Act and the erstwhile Indian Pe-
nal Code. The trial court sentenced him
to long-term imprisonment. The high
court set aside the judgement in view of
the relation between the victim and the
accused, taking note of the subsequent
turn of events, The Supreme Court ini-
tially reversed the high court's judge-
ment. But instead of punishing the
man, thought it fit to make a deeper en-
quiry into the case’s realities—it sought
areport from an expert committee. The
committee’s final report was
unconventional.

Relying on the final report about the
plight of the victim, the court said that
though “initially, passion and intimacy
may have taken centre-stage”, later “with-
out any coercion from her husband the
victim is deeply committed to him". The
court noted that the victim’s struggle has
been for rescuing her husband from the
impending punishment. The court found
that "she is ably looking after her respon-
sibilities as a wife and mother”. It also

that the victim had to find lakhs of
rupees for saving her husband from the
clutches of law. She was bringing up the
child while defending her husband when
the state of West Bengal had adopted an
insensitive position.

The final report of the expert, as ex-
tracted in the judgement, reads: “A hei-
nous crime causes trauma in the psyche
of the victim. In this case, the law saw it
as a crime, the victim did not. Hence, the
legal crime did not cause any trauma on
this particular victim. It was the conse-

Resistance is the best way of keeping

alive. It can take even the smallest
form of saying no to injwice
-=ﬁ‘

Some provisions of the Pocso Act may seem unmindful of lived
adolescent realities. A recent Supreme Court judgement
highlighted the need to rethink this delicate issue

WHEN THE LAW
HAS TO DECIDE
ON TEEN SPIRIT

best interest of the child if the family
structure can be restored.”

The court, even after observing that in
law the accused had to be sent to jail. in
view of the human pr thought

STURMY 32

vide for “close in age” exceptions. A 2022
paper by Swagata Raha and Shruthi Ram-
akrishnan says, “The lack of recognition
of consensual sexual behaviour of older

s has resulted in their automat-

it it to ensure that the not be
separated from the wife; though the ac-
cused was convicted, he will not undergo
any further punishment. The court also
asked West Bengal to "act as the true
guardian of the victim and her child"—to
take care of their well-being includi

ic crimi: aswellasa
of consensual acts with non-consensual
acts... While all children and

e

Ij(‘l”\ll

criminalised adultery. Given the nature of
personal and family relations in India, a
mechanical adoption of Western laws
could create problems.

The Pocso Act, to some extent, illus-
trates this point. According to Section
19(1) of the Act, a person who apprehends
or knows about the commission of an of-
fence under the Act is bound to inform the
competent authority. Failure to do so is
also an offence. This adds to the problem’s
complexity Very often in India, adoles-
cent relations may not be endorsed by the
families and, therefore, the tendency to
use the law to take ‘vengeance’ is ram-
pant. Again, when youngsters try to get
away from their familial ambience be-
cause of parental disapproval of their re-
lation, there could be invocation of the
law to punish the ‘probable offender” at
the instance of the hostile family

The law also disregands the organic de-
velopment of human personality during
adolescence, which often includes inti-
mate relations between a girl and a boy. In
a 2023 decision, the Delhi High Court,
while granting bail to an accused, said
d\nm:euhpctuf the statute is not to crim-
inalise be-
tween young people. The problem, how-
ever, is that this is what the law precisely
does. The suggestion of the Madras High
Court in the Sabari (2019) case that the
definition of child in Section 2(d) of the
statute should be altered as a person be-
low the age of 16 years, instead of 18, is
sensible and realistic. In this case, the
the cases of teenage relationships after 16

years from the cases of sexual assault on
chlldrsn below 16 years".

Pocso, a gender-neutral law enacted in
2012, showed a radical shift from the pro-
visions in conventional laws like the erst-
while Indian Penal Code, which focused
on sexual crimes on girls only. Yet, the
new law has turned problematic in the
context of the consensual relations among
the young. As Justice Oliver Wendell Hol-
mes Jr famously said, “The life of the law
has not been logic; it has been experi-
ence.” The well-considered judgement of

are entitled to protection from sexual ex-
ploitation and violence, the approach
adopted Pocso Act renders adoles-
cents to criminal p:

their Thus, the court, in its in-

quences e
the legal system, the battle to save her
husband and do the best for her daughter
while having a financial burden which is
taking its toll on her. A young woman who
refuses tobe called a "victim”, fighting for
her husband needs all the support that
can be made available. It would be in the

trospective jurisdiction, corrected its own
act of mechanically reversing the find-
ings of the Calcutta High Court.

for normative sexual behaviour.

the Court, by Justice
Abhay SOkn shows that the case is not
yet fully disposed of. The court invoked
Article 142 of the Constitution to issue di-
rectives to rescue the family

Itis ume Enr the country to think about

is, p before
lawmakers. Legislation on human rela-
tions is not an easy task. The attempt
should be policing power of

isa delmaﬁe suh,ect According to Indian
law, a consensual sexual act on a minor is
punishable because the law does not pro-

the state in intimate personal relations.
The Supreme Court explained this princi-
ple in the Joseph Shine (2018) case that de-

WESTERN DISUNION: IMPACT
OF TRUMP’S REMITTANCE TAX

AST week, the US House of Repre-
sentatives passed the 1,116-page
‘One Big Beautiful Bill’, a sweep-
ing tax and immigration reform
package whose proposals include
& 3.5 percent levy on all outhound
remittances sent by non-citizens
in the US—including international stu-
dents, and holders of H-1B visas and green
cards. If enacted, this tax, to take
effect at the start of 2026, could have signifi-
cant ramifications for India, the world's
largest recipient of remittances.

Indian immigrants are among the most
significant contributors to the American
economy. In 2023, there were over 2.9 mil-
lion Indians living in the US, making them
the second-largest immigrant group after

has caused a large number of ﬂ\emglons)mnhm mﬁgmteln
search af }ubﬁ Mnnlpu.r is on the boil even now. However, a

1 focus and are bringing in
dividends. The region boasts new educational, medical and
sports institutions, improved conditions for trade, and a more
profitable exploitation of the region’s natural potential in tea,
timber and oil. The expanding rail network will alleviate trans-
port bottlenecks by facilitating faster freight movement. That
would reduce prices and storage losses while increasing jobs.
Increased economic activity around a transport grid can help
reduce insurgency-related issues, stabilise the region through
improved incomes, and aid national security with faster de-
ployment of the armed forces when needed.

Indian i
for 6 percent of America's 47.8 million for-
eign-born residents. Their population has
grown rapidly: fivefold from 1980 to 2000,
and nearly tripled from 2000 to 2023—out-
pacing other immigrant groups witha
percent growth rate since 2010, compared
to 20 percent for foreign-born population.
‘What makes this de: notewor-
thy is not just its size, but its profile. Over
half of all Indian immigrants hold a bach-
elor's or higher degree, and their median
income is more than double that of both
US-born and overall foreign-born popula-
tions. ir poverty rate is half the other
immi; groups’. A vast majority (81 per-

As the transport corridors through Bangladesh and
are held hostage to geopolitics, the expanding rail and road net-
uuksmmﬂemmmmhmgemumquesdvanm
over the rest of India. The region's eastern d cultural
ties with the neighbours make it integral to India’s Act East
policy Quicker transportation can finally deliver on the region’s
long-held promise as the gateway to eastern and southeastern
Asia, facilitating sustainable, multi-dimensional trade.

QUICK TAKE

FORMORE RAFAS
AS Rafael Nadal was feted at Roland Garros as the greatest

to have graced the French clay court, the world was re-
minded of his incredible record. Rafa won the French
Open nine times in 10 years after debuting in 2005; he went on
to win it five more times. But it's not only for his dominance

cent) are of working age (18-64), and their
labour force participation (74 percent) is
much higher compared to US-born workers
(63 percent) and the broader immigrant av-
erage (67 percent). Notably, nearly 78 per-
cent are employed in high-skilled mlﬁ

This ion isalso
to US labour force growth. Vﬂule lhe
number of US-born individuals aged 2554
remained almost unchanged between 2000
and 2022, the foreign-born population in
this age group—dominated by Indians—
increased by nearly 7 million.

From a fiscal standpeint, Indian immi-
grants are net contributors rather than
burdens. They pay substantial sums in var-
ious taxes, and they contribute to social
security and Medicare. Their comparative-
ly limited use of publlc savlnes—sur:h as

on court that Rafa will be bered. Maaya Rajesh

the 15-year-old prodigy from Coimbatore who won a scholar-

ship to train at the Rafa Nadal Academy in Mallorca this year,

remembers his most precious mantra: it's how you behave

with others that people will remember you for, not just your
wins. May we have more Rafas in all walks of life.

burds d)elncnlnm
fedeml budgets Seen in this light, the pro-
posed remittance tax risks more than just
reducing outflows to other countries—it
may alienate a high-performing, economi-
cally valuable immigrant group.

For India, the stakes are even higher—
economically, socially and strategically. In-
dia is the world's largest recipient of remit-
tances. World Bank estimates show Indians

Profecsy, e henmenics andsacstie
Dty at the Contefo Farmdy Bosioss and
= Etrgemarhpa Baas PIR

limiting the Reserve Bank's ability to de-
fend the currency and stabilise markets.
The knock-on effects—rising inflation, vola-
tile interest rates, and tighter hqmdlt)~
could j ility

recel\ed sus 5 b\llmn m

eshavemaaamdlmpemnlsmmmmd
mmhMB{pemm!mmeGDth
source
of India's remittance mﬂuws accounting
for 27.7 percent in 2023-24, wfmmzuper

The unpsct wouldn't be lumled tn eco-
nomic aggregates. Remittances support
millions of Indian households, funding mt

courts with similar ena-
blmg provisions under the Pocso Act,
along with several other reforms. This
would call for positive changes in the law,
or suitable judicial legislation.
(Views are personal)
(kaleeswaramrajiagmail.com)
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WRITETO: lettersBnewindianexpress.com

Healing Manipur

Ref: Whese neither love, nor fear holds
ground (May 29). lnstability continues in
Manipur despite efforts to restore peace.
People should put aside the prejudices
and work together to maintain unity.
Pichumani EIM

Cities' shame

Ref: Extreme weather no longer an excuse
fov infrastructure failores (May 29). Before
the monsoon arrives, there is enough time
to survey all the repair and restoration work
that needs to be done. Those in power must
show their commitment to the people. We
live in an advanced age, and it is shameful
that our cities can flood so zasily.
RSampath, Chennai

Help

ical needs such as education,
and housing. Asuﬂendlpmﬂdhunthe
quality cllxﬁeﬁ)rfsmilmmthem\m

cent in 2020-21. These
key buffer for India’s external

try- in
states like Kerala and Tamil

playing an lmpurmnnulz in offsetting the
merchandise trade deficit. As per the latest
RBI Bulletin, inward remittances funded

I Trump's proposal to tax foreign
remittances is enforced from next
year, it could reduce the substantial
amounts that come into India from
the US. That would widen India's
current account deficit and put
pressure on lakhs of families

an average of 42.2 percent of India's trade
deficit between 2010-11 and 2023-24 (exclud-
ing the Covid year 2020-21, when the figure
touched 80 percent). Since 2000, remittanc-
es have consistently exceeded India's in-
ward foreign direct investments.

A reduction in remittance inflows could
significantly widen India's current account
deficit This would increase India’s reliance

Nadu, the top three recipients in 2023-24.
‘There are also worrying behavioural im-
plications. To avoid the tax, some may re-
sort to informal or illegal money transfer
methods, such as the hawala system. This
shiﬂ from formal to shadow channels un-
and poses
mgu]xtnry and security risks, as hawala
networks are often hnkedtnmnmylatm

dering, tax evasion and terror financing.
The tax, though aimed at revenue genera-
tion, could thus trigger far-reaching unin-
tended mnsequences Adrlrelamg these

andsmartpohn India must engage proac-
tively with US counterparts to highlight the
contributions of its diaspm'a and seek ex-

migrant Eroups. Domesumuy India must

ciency of its formal remittance ecosystem.
It is also vital to improve financial litera-
cy among the diaspora and reduce transac-
tion costs through digital financial infra-
structure. Making legal channels more
accessible and cost-effective could deter di-
version to informal methods.
The remittance tax is not just a line item
ina bill—it's a signal of shifting geopolitical,
i d ic undercurrents.
For India, it is a wake-up call to reinforce
economic buffers and deepen engagement
with its diaspora. For the US, it is an oppor-

tunity to luate how fiscal and immi-
gration policies align with labour market

Ref: Fovest rangers deserve better protection
{May 29). The job of a forest guard is
undoubtedly very stressful. The government
should take the initiative to suppert the
forest department by promptly filling long-
standing vacancies, providing comprehensive
soclal security measures, and regularly
offering updated firearms traming.

Police training

Ref: Police mistake crystal sugar for meth,
2 Kerala men jailed for five months {May
29). This sounds stranger than fiction. it
took five manths for the autharities to
realise that the 100g of sugar they seized
was not methamphetamine, but crystal
sugar. The two men should be adequately
compensated, and the officers should receive
proper training to prevent such cases.
Geetha B K, Kannur

Judicial rectitude

Ref: Impeach Justice Varma, says HC

bar association (May 29). The bribery
allegations against the judges should be
theroughly investigated to uphold public
trust in the judiciary, a vital pillar of our
democray. The proposed impsachment
motion against Justice Yashwant Yarma is a
step in the right direction.

Fazaly Rahman, Alappuzha

R Ref: Arms licences to indigenous people
living in Assam's ‘vulnerable’ areas (May
29). Geanting arms licences to indigenous
people in veinerable areas for self-defence
is a positive step by the govemment. This
will help them protect themselves and live
without fear. Efforts should be made to

changmwhlchsmodat $6TT8 hil realities. Getting this balance right will be ensure the guns are not misused.
lion in April 2025, would also face strain,  essential for both. (Views are personal) Adinarayan Prabhukhat, Belagavi
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