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India’s space hopes rise
as Shukla makes history

he Indian Air Force’s Group Captain Shubhanshu Shukla has

made history by hecoming the first Indian astronaut to dock at the

International Eﬂ:ce Station (188), a global collaborative space lab,

aver 40 years after Wing Commander Rakesh Sharma travelled to
the Soviet Umnn 8 Salyut space station.

Apart from Rakesh Sharma, there were at least four persons with Indian
roots, who reached the Earth's orbit or sub-orbit. Three of them are per-
sons of Indian origin, namely a Chawla (1967 and 2000), Sunita
Williamsa (2006, 2012, 2024) and Sirisha Bandla (2021), while an Indian citi-
ZEM, Gopll:h,and Thotakura, hea.me India‘s first civilian space tourist
i, 202

Huweum' the June 35 launch aboard the SpaceX Faleon™ and Crew
Dragon c,apsu]e “Grace” via Axiom Mission 4 {Ax-) is unigue: Unlike
Sharma'a flight, Shukla would be gaining hands-on experience in operat-
ing the spacecraft. He is the commander-in-waiting for Gaganyaand,
which is expected to be launched in December 2027, and would play a cru-
clal robe in India’s space ambitions.

Ag it is a prelude to India’s space exploration, Shukla's ascent to orbit

NATO AGREES
To HIKE TRFENCE
SPENDING

ignites inspiration far helycmﬂ ARy space
Shubhanshu agency. It strengthens India’s foothold in low LETTERS
Shukla's docking, Earth orbit and sets the stage for more ambi-

therefore, Is not
merely ‘historic” —
it is a catalyst. It

tious extratervestrial endeavours, beginning
m the Moon.

The mission also carries enormous symbolic

capital. Lakhs of Indians and space enthusiasts

Migrants and voting: EC

NEW BLOOD GROUP!

links the pride of
Rakesh Sharma's
legacy with a
rising power's
readiness to aim
big in space

watched live the docking of the spacecraft with
the International Space Station and the astro-
nauts walking into the orbital laboratory on
June 3. The sight of the Indian Mational Flag on
Shukla's flight suit has animated youth across
India. Of whom, mau could take up science as
4 career, stren, eu g the country's already
mature scient e ecosystem, and help in solving
the many problems that the country faces now.

The current space odyssey also underseores another pivot — commercial
eallabaration and private-public partnership. The core ph]]us‘u'?hﬁ' under-
lying this principle is to aveld an urge to reinvent the wheel. While many
space technologies will find applications in defence, there could be ma.n
components which could simply be bought or outsotrced to begin with.

will hasten ect execut without unnecessary delays and prevem
owershooting of budget estimates.
The Indian space prugrsm until now :&mmn!ﬂy driven by r.he cnu:‘
78 Ti ical

space enthusiasts in the country, the g ramme will an:celerabe
only if it can attract people’s attention. nweu'er it to happen, the gov-
ernment and scientists must make people connect with space technologies
and their immense potential to change people’s lives for the better.

Understanding outer space could unlock much of our potential. It could
give us new insights into many issues confronting the Earth and people.
Shubhanshu Shukla' sdnckmg therefore, is not merely ‘historic’ — it ia a
catalyst. It Iinksthegrl.de esh Sharma's legacy with a rising power's
readiness to aim high, th an Gaganyaan, Moon and beyond. For a nation
in which stars play a crucial role in people's lives, the trajectory is clear,
even if the goal is ambitious: India’s permanent presence in Earth orbit
and beyond.

Punish cops detaining citizens

t it took the intervention of the apex court to get the release of a defendant
hom it had granted bail r\.vummﬂl:agnna commentary on the way the
expcutive can undermine the fundamental rights of the fup]e at will. It also
reflects the cavalier way adminisiration of criminal justice is conducted in this
Lot
'I‘hewgnurt — which reiterated its position that liberty is a very valuable right
guaranteed under the Constitution — a position every single court in the country
must insist upon every day and every moment — toak strong exception ta the offi-
clals refusing to release the on the nds that a sub-section of a provision
af the Uttar Prahibitiomn of Unkawful Conversion of Religion Act, 2121, had
nat been mentioned in the bail order.
‘That the afficers a routine approach to an issue that concerns lik-
erty forced the apex court to summon the d.irectm\geuers] of prisons of Uttar
Pradesh and ask him what steps were needed to sensitise the jail aficials about the
same. The court also crdered a provisional compensation of 25 lakh for the two
ETﬂ\?]memuseﬂwa!mmmmin the jail despite an order granting him bail
'l‘llgrapex court has, time and again, reminded the state and its various arms
lnc]l.ui ulejud)cnsrg- especially at the lower level, that they must be mindful of
%!ﬂ ight to lhemmmmntslmul.dbemuedoul.yﬂu ]erlmsm
ani extent mandated. It has repeatedly reminded courts that bail is the rule
and jail is the exception, but its words have not had the impact intended, either
amang the judicial officers or those in the eriminal administration system. This
effectively mean that liberty is still at stake in our country even while vari-

aus dracenian kaws are misused to keep mr;gh in jail.
Challenges to personal liberty will when those posing them are made
accountable. The court must now ¢ mechanisms to ensure those in

charge of protecting others’ Hbelwm thm‘:l::vu if they fail to perform their duty.
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‘stealth ops’ start in Bihar

Shikha Mukerjee

ame are not citi-
zens and some
are. Who decides.
whao s who? The
Election  Com-
mission, for starters. If
this sounds like a
me, perish the thought.
?‘spedal intensive revi-
sion of the voters' list for
the coming Assembly elec-
tioms in Bihar, which is
less than six maonths
away, the Election
Commission says, will be
a template for future vat-
ers' list revision.

Stripped of the many lay-
ers of justification, the
ueﬂs]nu of the electoral
rell in Bihar is about
weeding out illegal immi-
grants an the one hand
and ensuring that the
highly mobile migrant
population of the state are
registered as voters. Why
the EC has picked out
urbanisation to explain its
sudden decision to under-
take a SIR is a mystery.
Bihar is not the most
_l'ap]nl.d.ldv ul'bmﬁ:;fﬂ?lsge
in , aver ©
EC has listed it as ane of
the three reasons why the
SIR is necessary — Delhi,
Telangana and Kerala are
the top urbanising states
in the country.

Migration out of Bihar i
certainly a matter of con-
cern for the Election
Commission. The young
and the not so ywnﬁ in
Bihar are peripatetic: like
mast migrants anywhere
the reason s economic.

There are voters from
Bihar livi ml:ﬁ all over the
oountry, hopefully the
EC will pay sufficient
attention to these
migrants, who routinely
rveturn to their home state
to vote, And others who
Allegedly have voter cards
in more than one state.

This i= not to suggest
that the EC should down-
ﬂsde the priority of

tecting ll.leﬁal. immi-
grants, by checking whose

rents were born where,

sides checking the date

of birth of eligible vaters
by screening the approved
list of documents. After
all, illegal immigrants are
A campaign issue, It was a
campaign issue in the
Jharkhand elections, in
the Maharashtra elections
and will be a priority issue
im the 2025 state Assembly
inledmm in West Bengal

Asggam.
The politics of suspicion
and doubt, of der phic

imvasion by Muslims m
areas adjscent to the
Bangladesh border, fear
man e nlﬁ' and "nthel'
mg B new normal

from the BJP's perspec-
tive. In the BJDI&.BJ' elee-

thons, issue of the ille-
immigrant will be
Q’lme agl“;ds especlxlwlg

in places such as
Kishanganj, which has
2.0 per cent Muslim wvat-
ars, or Purnia, which has
over 45 cent Muslim
woters, The narrative of
the “Muslim vote hanks",
to offsat the efficacy of
which the BRIP has built
its Hindn vote banks, is
familiar. From coloarful
mﬂparlsom af the “ter-
to “Ek Hain to Safe
Ham" iumted we are safe)
and “ o Katange"
1d.hdﬂed we will be !Ixugh
ed) to the "E0-20" distri-
bution of Hindus and
Muslims in the popula-
tiom, the BJF has ereated a
new vacal A e the
14805, to describe and
define the suspected ille-
3&] immigrant and the
hiful Indian citizen,
The normalisation of
dividing the pepulation on
the basis of religious iden-
tity has progressed to the
point that the EC. instead
of checking voter eligibili-
ty, is now checking citi-
zenship and illegal immi-
pration. When the EC lists
“no ineligible voter is
included in the electoral
rolls”, and links it to the
Citizenshiy
then the SIP acquires a
dimension that pushes it
closer to a weeding out

stealth inclusion of
fake voters in the
electoral rolls in
select states

exercise, rather than a
intensive effort to ensure
that every Indian with a
legitimate right to vote is
enabled to do se.

The Eleetion Commis-
sion  ne not  have
launched a sneak ambush
sguins( Indian citizens in

ltoffnrl.{\lmg the
\-Dter! list in India. It
could have concentrated
im the limited time it has,
befare the election
starts, on ensuring that
EVETY elL;db]e voter in
Bihar is Ty listed.

The mt e]u:llul.nzl 5
both age and citizenship
Simee SIP's require hmlse-
te-nouse werification, it
will mean that every
household — should — be
required to pmd.m:e ﬂn-cu
ments to confi afr
citizenship eligibility. I:n
2008, during the term of
the Atal Behari Vaj

vernment, the E cnu-
ucted a similar exercise
im seven states.

The fact of the matter is
that the Election
Commission has a lot of
things to do. In West
Bengal,  discrepancies
have been found in the
voters list; duplicate 1Ds
have been nd  and
Mamata Banerjee has
raised the preblem with
the EC. alleging that these
were fake identities
sneaked into the voters
list to beef up the BIP's
votes. “Sitting in the Chief
Election Commissioner's
office, they have created a
fake voters' list online,
and in every district of
West Bengal, fake voters
hsue heen added. Using

trick, they have won
eLecmms in Delhi and
Maharashtra.” is the West
Bengal chief minister's
«charge. After the defeat in
the Maharashira election,
Rahul Gandhi raised the
issue, holding the RC

respansible for the inchu-
siom; he complained of
“bogus" voters, in his esti-
mate some 34 lakh voters,
ing added to the elec-
rolls ahead of the
2024 Maharashira
Assembly  polls,  and
sll.eged“mstch fixing".
Election
Commlmm 18 continuing
mgrapp]e with the allegs-
tiona levelled by Rahul
Gandhi and the parties in
sition to the BJP,
including the Trinamul
Congress, The SIR deci-
slon, less than six months
before the election in
Bihar, makes it vulnera-
bile to the suspicion that it
is I:emg swayed by politi-
s, rather than
lts purpase — holding free
and fair ebections in India.
Nawvoters' list can be per-
fect. There will be flaws.
For the Election Com-
misaiom, the challenge is

e o e R

instead af I:emg attacked
for the stealth inclusion of
fake voters in the electoral
rolls in select states. Nor
should the EC be reguired
to be the fall guy in the
paolitically charged issue
of identifying illegal
immigrants. The EC's job
i to delist “false voters”,
not fake citizens,

Of the many reasons
why India’s democracy
has been branded as
flawed, one is ltsd"nelma-
nent problem with false
vaters, false voting. EVMs
that are manipulated to
deliver fixed outcomes,

The new normal is for the
EC and its functioning to
be pa]j't of tt:e political
campaign n
action.
That was perhaps not
uite ﬂge intention of the

EVEry

an u.rgerll SIR.
has merely con-
ﬂmzed what Indian voters
have always known; it is
not quite the lm])srtl.a]
and neutral and indepen-
dent institution it was
meant to be under the
Comul.utlnn It has, in the
hllc'Ed |mag]l|,utlm
acquired & m
seql?\:mgpulltl.c)\;.l.men;l.iv

Mukerjee is 3
sendor journalist in
Kolkata

Scientists from France
have discovered a new
blood group with the
French Blood
Establishment identified a
rare blood type ina
Frenchwoman from
Guadeloupe. The blood
sample, taken 15 years
ago before surgery, has
now been confirmed as a
unigue type never seen
before. Named Gwada
Negative, it has been offi-
cially recognised as the
world's 48th blood group
system. This rare finding
highlights the hidden
diversity in human blood;
however, the woman is
undoubtedly the only
known case in the world.
Sabir Ahmed
New Delhi

EMERGENCY DRAMA

NOT MUCH CEREBRAL exercise needs
te be done to understand the nwdus
operandi of the BJP behind commema-
rating the Emergency which is nothing
but a trick to hoodwink the public to
cover up its own massive failures.
Assuming that the present government
at the Org“" has dane a a:sgvn!ndnhle
Jjob and the beneficiaries are large in
numbers, what prompted the govern-
ment fo now commemorate the
Emergency with so much fanfare and for
whise beﬂ!ﬁl" 'Mw will megnpl! be

saddened to recollect those e days
when an undeckared Emzrﬁwy:s atillin
place making lké! ]l'\!snf peogple hor-

rific? The the prominent
Op]ws ition lead!rsmhrwumehlhey
in constant of facing the wrath of

Hse CEI and m: ED while discharging
their constitutional obligations.

Gupta
Kolkats

LET STUDENTS SPEAK

DATLY SCHOOL assemblies are meant
to inspire, but many now resemble load
ritnals — rote pravers, slogans, and
claps. Where is reflaction? Students
stand in lies, but do they stand for any-
thing? Assemblies could nurture aware-
ness — on mental health, climate, dJELB]
habits. Why not let students speak? A
mimarte of expression s worth more than
0 minutes of silence. Schools claim to

agf.cn:lnens. bt silence isn't charac-
ter-

uldn't aur

mnrnuws l:egm with minds switched
an, not off?

Hasnain Rabbani

Mumbai

Pradeep
C. Nair

Growing calls for
Manipur peace;
as Meiteis, Kukis
hold Delhi talks &

has been a little over two years since the
Manipur violence began in May 2023, During
perlod,m% EVENTS hap-
across I and around the warld. The
current year has seen more wars between coun-
tries than at any other time since the Secomd
W«"ldgi‘ar mmht'gelglﬂmv:&mmm:‘m
rently hogging B t, am a
aeasefire_ As 8 consequence, unfortunatel
ipur have largely been out ufﬂ:le
ile im ouT country.
is ing to the fore the curvent
situation in Manipur, ezpe:lal!yal’lerﬂ\ehmpw-
téonmfﬁmm?hnuhmrehmw%
mﬂ;‘gmhﬂwmumplihﬁfew Ly
The arrest of an Arambai Tengol
et o Mm‘“‘m'fm‘.'; e Srten
over “ i
?:m L‘muhlc?ufﬂ:le
"Slmi Lily Festival" at U'khruL the clashes bet-
‘wieon farmers at Pulthan Leind aver dis-
ted culcl\lat:nn rlghu along the Imphal-
crossfire in Bish
rwnwmnanﬂr.tmklllhgnfsv
chief's w:ﬁe t.be dispute over hﬂthﬂa of the
rations ) camps; have all
ymx&ﬂmmmmm“mspmmaﬂm
out of control n the state.
over the reluctance of the Ihntlsmllyﬂnnmal
remaing of Lamnunthem ane af the
deceased crew members of the ill-fated Adr India

flight that crashed in Ahmedabad on June 12, fur-
ther makes the situation in Manipur look even
maore disastrous. What needs to be understood is
that most af the protests we now see lack the bite
and the intensity that were asseeiated with ethnic
itial days of May-June 2023, The
current of violence has largely been engi-
neered by a small minority of Dplemlh\rmd

and have heen e d by the

believed talks with Mmel CS0s I:D assuire them
aboart the ibori;
L
contin in|
ways url..;ﬂppentng hndmmmi‘ﬁu.%m
cl&rdguuaofamrwdmmthybuﬂ:m
munities. However, there are
eLemenmnl\buﬂluﬂuwhnmxﬂJl ingman-
ufactured narratives, which is mmlmhig the
divide am
Thera

the two communities.
amajor de-weaponisation drive

in the entire state, with many arrests.

A ey TAS reshuffle has gone unnoticed. which
has placed experienced officers in eritical posi-
tions in the power. transport and
tourism sectors, which clear]ysim-s a mimr.lg}
rated focus towarnds administration. The
seen inaugurations of a few ects and Inﬂ'.‘a—
am‘ul:mne. as well as a Sate Krishi Mela to
el iculture awareness and introduce
mwagr

st fmportant ent, of course, has
hmmeﬂhnmgetﬂ:el(uk and the Medteds on
nefathlmg tahle. The Leaders of both the

ties were recently called to Delhi. While

the afficial word has not been out an what the out-

come of the talks has been, many have on to
deride these talks and paint a af . But
the important part here is that of both the

been heard in the state that some kind of
hetween are likely to begin
sooner rather than later.

The two flight crew members fram Manipar on
board the ill-fated Air India 171, Konghr:
Nganthoi Sharma (Meitei) and Lamnunthem
Shmﬂ(ukllwuhhmeumdn eat band

hetween themselves, wit mbque ‘any kind
sbmtmehappem:mm ir state (the loss of
two young lives in their prime has heen a

tragedy to their families and to the whole of
Manipur collectively). Exactly 8 weelk after the
crash, I was fras on & Delhi-London Air
Inidia Boeing T67-9 Dreamliner on June 19, where
on board the flight I met three L‘nhdncmwl'mm
ipur. One was a Meitel from Imphal, the
from Churachandpur, and the third
pa.d. During the UHhour
with them, mm that
were soery for Manipur, but th
ahn believed that lhele were forces, whic
thaough a minarity, were in nar-
nﬂb&mgmmﬂhﬂ:n&m
:r anyv‘l.amrmhlardpmwﬂl:enhae}mw
‘the comumon man in the street wants
unrest in Manipur, while

onendr@
ﬁummlmwmdm ﬁ

leammlyymmrdpmmdmhﬂily
has showm that it is not conflict ﬂ:mendunn but
and the everyday aspirations of citi-
me@rwbehningdmlmmﬂg ople
af Manipar is to retum to normaley, rel frac-
tured relations, and restore mutual trust. As the

woiee af the gains prominence, it will guide
Manipur away the current tarmiodl, towards
a mare stable and hopeful future, anchored in

shared humanity and democratic values.
The writer is a retived lieutenant:

Jsammm dumw-s} af the. mﬂes
extensively sarved in the Northeast
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Closing the stable door...

The world’s third largest aviation market deserves
much better than a toothless regulator

HEAVIATION REGULATOR’S flurry of activity in the wake of the
Adr India plane crash is a textbook example of closing the stable
door after the horse has bolted. As expected, Air India has faced
intensescrutinyafter the june 12 accident that killed 271 people.
Lastweek, the Directorate General of Civil Aviation (DGCA) warned that it
may suspend or even withdraw the aitline’s operating licence if it did not
remove lhree nfﬂclah guultyofmpeated lapses from roles linked mcrew
| eed a new audit fi leforthe
sectorthataims mreplacelhe siloed style nfdumaln .spedﬁ:.saﬁetydwclu
cartied outby different ha® across
airports, aitlines, maintenance firms, training I.mtltules and ground han-
dling companies,

And on Tuesday, the findings of a special DGCA audit only added to the
mounting fears of flyers. It discovered instances of aircraft defects reappea-
rl.ns at alrpcrts in Delhiand Mumbai,which pointed to“ineffective monitor-

| HflraHr\mmlun _Mr_hcushr_heregulatmdndmtname
anyenturje: its Ve c ritical to flight safetyand
afaded line marki arunwaytoalackofupdateof obstrue-
tion! HmlLatucm data anda fughtgettmg delayed due to worn-out tyres, ‘lhe
DGCAE pses. Inaddition torouti
asan annua] audit ul’mr Im]iathatthe DGCA has cancelled as Lheaurllne
grappleswith the West Asia turmoil, these are necessary and welcome s

However, the timing of it all begs the quearjnn Whywajt untila lragedy

.sh'ilmstmrjrmwurunnr.a i b

A mm ilator er

ubl kesabeating Thi is not tosuggest thatairli-
neadnmt hmﬂwlrmkmt nuttnpﬂmihse saﬂety Obviouslythey can’t cut
corners and risk p per safiety in a virtually duopolistic Indian market
that is ranked the third- largest in theworld.On its part, the DGCAhas pulled
upairlines periodically. For instance, it has penalised Air India, albeit with
measly fines, for violations in the past and had briefly placed Splceler. under
anenhanced survelllance mechanism last year. The DGCAoften issues advi-
.sm'iea rathen‘hantaldns decisive action asamstalr]inesthatvkzlate safety

Opinion

HEWEAPOMNS OF financial
deception may haveevalved,
but thescript remains drear-
ily familiar: misinformat-
fion, manipulation,anda trail
of burned retail investors. The Securities
and Exchange Board of India (Sebi) recen-
tly passed an order in the pump-and-
ﬂump case Invo]vlng Sadl\na Ihuadcast

), sheddingli

tal platfor Iw'lw

mes. Today's con artists haveswapped cold
calls and call centres for content creators
and clickbait thumbnails with the result
that their reach has grovwne exponentially.

® DIGITAL DECEPTION
THERE IS ANEED TO PRESCRIBE A PUBLIC MECHANISM FOR FASTER TAKEDOWN OF VIOLATIVE CONTENT

Sebi must rein in finfluencers

SANDEEP PAREKH

Managing partrier, Firses Law Advisars

spective by their nature.
Hot long ago, these schemes lived in
tha shaﬂcms of boiler rooms and SMS
Their: limited
b'_v manpower rand mobile networks. The
however, lets financial

A pump-and-d involves
artificially inflating the price of a stock
using false or misleading Informatiun,

misinformation scale with frightening
ease. Flnflumnzns — part educator, part

hasin fac! 1
Theintent here is to curb fraudulent pro-
motions and d entities

WWW.FINANCIALEXPRESS.CO

® ACTOF TERROR

Union defence minister Rajnath Singh

Every act of terrorism is eriminal and unjustifiable
regardless of their motivation whenever, wherever,
and committed by whomsoever

platforms, there is a need to prescribe a
formal and public mechanism for faster
takedown of content that is violative of
laws, harmful finan-
«cial promotion, stricterverification proce-
dures and due diligence thresholds for
paid financial promotionsand marketing
campaigns, and formal cooperation bet-
ween platforms and financial regulators.

Ultimately, the strongest line of defen-
ce is an informed investor. Regulatory
frameworks, platformaccountability,and

jpublish financial content. Furthermore,
Sebi has issued directives restricting the
nature of content that can be dissemi-
nated. Forinstance,a circular prohibits fin-
fluencers from using live stock prices in

onlyfor
ings at the peak leaving mtaﬂ investors
with steep losses, In the SBL affair, Sebi
uncavered an orchestrated campaign of

illusio-
nist — now command audiences in the
millions,often with litthe more than a Wi-

their al content, mandating
instead theuseof price data that ks at Jeast
three months old. This is intended to pre-

circular tradin, d '\ YouTube
videos, witha scripted price action.

It began with promoters and related
entities engaging in circular trading —
essentially tossing the stock back and foe-
thamong themselves tocreate the illusion
of market activity, With SBL'ss hares suffe-
ring from low Equidity,even smallvolum-
escouldc price En-
ter stage beft: the"ﬁnﬂuennzm “YouTube

videos, peddl

.|fl1n~a1w¢ak

suggesting,
“Forthe DGCAtobeeHective, therel 1 taadd:

o
oted SBLas the next multi-bagger, dreased
upin financial literacy but

nesses, It derives its authority via the executive, not a
and functions aaaauh:m.linate ofﬁne ufr_hg minist.qlI of civil av-Jatinn Il Ls
handicappedbyalackof . al
understaffed — asof March, 814 out ofits 1,692 sanctioned positions were
vacant. A reliance on cvil service hiring processes contributes to an inabil-
ity toattract experts, while it desperately needs to cut the red tape to allow
speedy dedsion-making, Inspiration can be drawn from similar agencies
in the US and the UK, which enjoy greater autonomy with their own per-
sonnel and procurement systems. In fact, back in 2013, the previous gov-
ernment had mooted replacing the DGCAwith a Civil Aviation Authority,on

ﬂrlppllththpe and half-truths.
Retail investors, seduced by visions of

enforcement
ntedbyfinancial literacy effortsthat teach
scepticismas much as strategy. Howoften
does anyone walk up to you in a market-
place handing over €500 notes? It is alm-
st as probable that anyone would give
you freeadvice on theinternet orother ch-
annelson howto find underpriced assets.
We live in a financial ecosystem where
ewry smartphone is a trading terminal,
e'\ner influencer a patential adwisor.
But the problem is deeper than mere
manipulation — it’s oneoftrust. Retailin-
vestors are increasingly relying on inter-

net I
visors, not because they are foolish but
bac Iain Engiish,

Fi signal and an alarming vent “educational " platfor-
deg © ms from being subtly used
Itis therefore pertinent The accessibility to provide time-sensitive,
o note that in an age where d relatability of unregistered investment
pump-and-dump schemes 3N ata W advice. Regulators globally
are amplified by finflu- finfluencers give eeonp publi-
encers and social media them credibility, callon of unmg\llated
campaigns, ex-post facto imes more fin. online.
enforcement is necessary e i o Wea:enmunuympath
butnotsufficient Sebi'stask  than the INStitUtions i 1y the challenges faced
i i The h b by Sebiinthistask, particu-
primary challenge in regu- 1 the diste-
lating such platforms and ibution of such content

content liesindistinguishing financial lit-
eraqr cantent from investent advice.

through encrypted platforms like What-
sAppand Telegram. However, with respect

not financial Esperanto. The accessibility
and relatability of finfluencers give them
credibility, sometimes more than the
institutions themselves. This is both a
strength and adanger.

Moreover, the monetisation model of
these platforms is complicit. Algorithms

quick returns and slick
poured in. The exit Hqulmlipmﬂed

their enthusizsm allowed the manipula-
tors to"dump” their shares with perfect

returns or paci
credible investment ideas. Similarly, it is

gagement do not pause to

tween ol- toother dia plat- that d
ions, Teato d forms such as YouTube and X, there is a verify the truth. Avideo hyping a penny
‘|aims as rowing c

stock might receive tentimes thetraction
of a cautio funds.The

assume greater resy

importantto anddis

fromi ecan

timing — a wolf in sheep's clothing di
guised as a financial guru.

Sebi's order in the SBLcase connected
thedotsbetween price manipulation, paid
digital promations, and lhe orchestrated

be hard. Imagine if all stock-specificviews
were considered investment advice, then
an Indian Warren Buffett talking about
Coke as a great investment b\nth great

thelines of the Federal Aviation Administration in the US. Rethinking such
arevampplaniswarranted,as India’s regulatory infrastructure struggles to
keep pace with a growing aviation market and ensure it does not compro-
mise consumer interests and safety.

Trade isn't supposed to
be emotional. It is now

SINGAPORE FIGURED IT had done alot right in nmercial ties with the
US.1 America’s sur d put hugy in the nations"twa-
decade-old free trade accord. When President Donald Trump hit the city-state
with a 10% levy, it was small comfort that the penalty was so much lower than
How canlongtim putat strong

that
relationship back on track?

when ‘Malcolm Turnbull was asked asim-
ilarquestionat a Nomura conference in Singapore this month, the hotel hallroom
wasall ears.

The challenge for negotiators, said Turnbull, is figuring out what the White
House wants. It's not just about the levies themselves, it's the constant flux. Tar-
iffs are on, then paused. They're ratcheted up, then dialled duwn Even the ratio-
hifted InTr term,when Tullll_ as p ini: the fix-

Pri

dumpofshares Th eddis-

dld b
ebi has

alties,

they host. This includes
implementing robust and proactive
mechanisms foridentifying. flagging, and

finan-

system is tilted in favour of the loud, not
theleamed. Inessence,we need a modern-
day financial Hippocratic Oath for those
advice — first, do no harm.

i notions. In India, th
Technaol Act, 2000, provides a "safe
harbour” to intermediaries (social media
platforms in this case), absolving them

Invthis regard, while Sebi

gmgemem impased ¥ P
and b d L i and enti- aoe by i 7 primarily on from Ilablility for third-party content
ties from the market. These i diaries and hosted on their p s, provided
send a strong message that such conduct entities to verify their identities with on- cnmply with pmamheﬂ due diligence
will nulgounpunlshed However, such line platforms before imvest-

andretro- it-related — whenre it has undertaken consultations with such

regulator

Until then, pelhapmmuhorswuul.ddu
well toremember: not every“expert "with
aringlight and aYouTube channel islook-
ing out for your wealth. Sometimes,
they're just chasing theirs.

Co-authored with Amiket Singh
Charan and Yash Vardhan, associates
aid Finsec Law Advisors

A double shock to the world economy

Israeli-US attack on Iran and Donald Trump’s
tariff war come as global GDP growth continues

STEPHEN S ROACH

therwitha

Asia_toge

Faculty member at Yale Univarsity and i
foarnad chaitman DiMa(g:nStleyﬂsa toslow pl‘EﬁpltDUSl}"
THE OUTBREAK OF a nwwarm\'deal 'lhestaﬂapeedholdgthehequ':hml 10% global tariff, higher r If i al-
risk t can be thought of asa Lanffmtefurl"hma d product- West Asia — there will
nuheaﬁma]etha] combination InasJug zoneof nmamnpdhvglgnlf aimed at protecting Armer- beslgruﬁl:anlupal.de risks to energy and

i ']ﬂfrlrr. Now,it'srel it ing revenue
tooffset tax cuts,

But while all that may be true, it's missing a broader point. What if tariffs are as
much aboutlooking tough asachieving meaningful results? If that's the case, then
there’s little that America's gpanners can do to satisfy the president sﬂemanﬂa -

ing they'r i dtob And that they won't change. The 90-day
p called reciproc iffs ends in tv ks. We'll find out.

Looking for logic might be missing the whole idea,
according to a new e-book by Richard Baldwin, a professor
at the International Institute for Managemem Develop-

ire, the odds
of imminent global recession have incre-
ased sharply.

One shock was bad enough. US Presi-
dent Donald Trump's tariffs, wherever

icant downside deviations from trend
growth. Looking back over the past 45
years, Iwould place the global economy’s
stall speed in the 1.5-3% range: when in
this zone, the world lacks the resilience
needed towithstand ashock That iswhat

they y settle, imply
risks to global growth, But the potential for
asecond shock — awarbatwean lsraeland

h d in each of the past four global
recessions,
E‘agt forward to today.

ment in Lausann twhat the
author describes asa "Grlevanl:e Doctrine”. Distilled inta a
word, trade policy is now about emotion.

Protectionism is aimed at satisfying the political
demands of Trump’s supporters, Never mind the stated
objective of making more stuffin America. The key s under-
standing the performative role the barriers can play. They
weren't the means toan end, but the end.

"The act itself was visible, aggressive, and emotionally
satisfying to a political base convinced that America had
been cheated and humiliated,” he wrote in The Great Trads
Huack: How Trump's Trade War Fails and the World Moves On. The actions were
“emotionally coherent, but economically incoherent. And it's why they will not
achieve theirstated goals™

DANIEL
MOSS

#loamberg

ica'slegacy industries, such as motorvehi-
clhes and parts, steel, and aliminium.

The 10%: global tariff represents a ro-
ughly five-fold increase from the 1.9%:av-
erageeffective tariff rate during the 30ye-
ars hefiore Trump's "Liberation Day” back
in early April —a shock by any standards.
That creates downside risks
for the still export-depen-

Iran that has now ensnared the United Acco to the Interna- dent Chinese economy and
State: P blems foran fonal M. und'slat- The key to the major uncertainty for the
increasi economylt st World Economic Out-  near-term eutlook  US ecanomy, almost surely
i feyclical risk:itdoes-  look, global GDPgrowthis s not US tariffs or  leadingtopullbacksincapi-

n't take mﬂ:hml:ipane:unmvynearlm
“stall speed”intooutright recession,

expected toslowto 2.8%in
2025 — right in the middle

the Iran war, but

tal spencdil dhiring,wh-

other commaodity prices as markets start
toworry about Iran's options for retaliat-
ion,which could include disruption of oil
production and distribution, as well as of
shlpplng lanes. On balance, the US bomb-
ing of Iranian nuclear enndunent facili-
ti Tune 21 hasfai
of uncertainty into an already hyper-
volatileworld.

It is far tooearly to foretell how US en-
tryinto against
global ens |prices. But in one sense, the
situation is reminiscent of Saddam Hus-

ich are dependent an busi-

sein’s i f Kuwait inAugust 1990,
which led toa doubling of oil prices within

Fitical

This simple rule has worked remark- of the stall-speed zone. d“'r P mnesses’ stahl tations three months. Significantly, the world
ably well in predicting global m:mum Wh global rece- ! of the future. With the US economy was already slowing toward a
overthe past 45 years Unlikea i i of sin- and Chinese ex 2.5% stall speed in 1991, and the war-
an lndlvldualel:ummy whlchgeneml]y gle shocks, today the world lectively foralit- related hock led to a mild global

reflactsac oneat
the global level typically involves about
half the world's economies contracting
while the remainder continue to expand.
s a result, aworldwide recession is usu-
ally aaam:lateﬂ with gl.oba] GDI"gmvnI\

Truly bolstering the middle class will require politically difficult
inhealth care,education,and afford able housing, Baldwin notes. Many of the pea-
ple Trump insists he is trying to help now work in service industries, not manu-

lowing to th
— a shortfall of 0.8 to 1.3 pement &‘ﬁf
points from the post- 1980 trend of 3.3

facturing. The tariffs will fail to diminish their sense of crisis and fuel
forstill more steps.“Tariffs are here to stay,hewrote."Not because they work but

because they perform.”
Sodoes the rest of the agency,or ks it justc on US4 ic
drama. Hope sor h ikely places. Tu outofhisway
i mer [apanese Prime Mindster Shi be for his rolein putting together

a ﬁee trade pact in 2018 that resembled the Trans-Pacific Partnership. Minus Amer-
ica, that is. Tramp withdrew from the TPFinone of his first acts in office in 2017,
Abe's splash mmmed in large part from setting aside Takyo's historic protec-
tionism.TH ing that Asiacould the U5 It 'snot incon-
aboardsuchadealif they e depic
— and isolate China There could b isfaction for the hase.
Theatre aside, the trade war is auslngmal pain. Singapore’s faith in tradeasan
engineaof isundi d, but it Like-minded
nations need to figure out Washington's game, and workaround ifneeded.
There is scope for the European Union to bolster ties with Japan, South Kuma
and the Associat Asian Nations. The Eurc Unibon ak
negotiations with Australia while also seeking a wide-ranging deal with India by
the end of the year.
It would be ironic if the nations Washington used to lecture about free trade
becarme bastions of a system the US has tired of.

The were in 2009 and 2020,
when the global financial crisis and the
pandemic, respectively, caused cutright
contractions inglobal output.

econony could be hit by two:a
tariff warand a kinetic war in West Asia.
The possibility of a double-shock combi-
nation enly increases the odds of global
recession; inforecasting circles, it's as close
toa smoking gun as youcan

s abways, the devil is in the ﬂetaJLs—

inthiscase,th

tle over 40% of cumulative

recession in1992-93,

global GDPgrowthsince 2010, Tt ook isnot
not i war's potential [0 iffs orthe Iran war, but their geopo-
damage to the world economy. litical |nterplay These shocks have the

As ﬁDrWeﬂAgla the i h other, threaten-
mpact of ally ingawul ble world economy that is
ughoil pﬂm]’oanglﬂael 'slaunchof  alreadyatr C

strikes. aaal.nst Ilanarn June 13, oil prices

are never a sure thing, But this year's twin

ctaofthe two shocl ‘"M‘-T‘M y lows, shudu make a global recession look
tradewar, by now,is old news. My assump- an post- EORM g ly likely.

thon is that the Trump tariff that ages.Then,inthe immediateaftermathof

eventually emerges from ongeing legal Trump's june 2% ceasefire G 2025.
disp i fose toa ent, ol prices retraced much of the war- Mmmmmg
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Rail fare hike will cahryall km'::l of commuters from the
i (e richest to the poorest, and it is the
raise pOllthal storm duty ofthe government to ensure the
Apropos of "Being on the right track" safety of all. Other conveniences can

(FE, June 28), the railway ot be b red by differential pricing.

treated asa pmflt making venture
because it is the pivat around which
the pacple of the nation move. As
many as 24 million passengers use
Indian Railways every day, making it
the biggest rail network in the world
under a single management. Railways
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The proposed increase in fares is
gaing to raise a political storm. The
gowvernment should not be too
perturbed because had it been in the
opposition the same objections
wiauld have been raised by tharm.
—Anthony Henriques, Maharashtra

otherwise, inwhale or in part,

Not on track

The proposed fare hike by the Indian
Railways to raise #1,500 crore reflects
deeper structural inefficiencies. Cross-
subsidising passengers via freight is
unsustainable, especially when
passenger volume has grown just 27%
since FY14. Rather than repeated fare
hikes, the railways must focus on
monatising non-core assets, public-
private partnerships, operational

digitisation, and logistics integration
to boost profitabiity. Electrification
progress is laedable, now leverage it
to phase aut diesel and cut costs. Fare
hikes should be targeted at premium
segments, Nat COMMon commuters.
A modem, efficient, and commercially
wiable railways is possible — with bold
reform, not band-aid pricing.

—Nilesh Dubey, Ahmedabad
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Gag order

Karnataka move to curb ffake news” violates free speech

olitical dispensations, irrespective of their
ideological hue, seem inclined to trample on
individual rights — especially when their

own capacity to govern is brought to question. A case
in point is the tragedy in Bengaluru earlier this month
when 11 people died and many others were injured
during a stampede following Royal Challengers' win
in the Indian Premier League (IPL) tournament. The
Congress government in the State was attacked for its
crowd handling.

’

POCKET

Since then, the government has mooted a
slew of egregious laws aimed at crowd

= management, controlling have crimes and

preventing harmful online content. Among
these, the K Mis-information and
Fake News (Prohibition) Bill, 2025 secks to
penalise the offences of ‘mis-information’
and purvs 5" with jail terms of
two-five yearsand fine in the first instance
and seven years and a fine extending up to

210 lakh in the latter case. The draft bill
proposes to establish an Authority that will
ensure a complete ban on posting of content
on social media that might be construed as
“anti-feminism” on one hand or amounts to
pect of Sanatan symbols and beliefs”
on the other. The Authority is also proposed
to be tasked with ensuring that content
posted on social media is based on
“authentic chon the subjects related
toscience, history, religion, philosophy,
literature et al”. However, the Authority does
notinclude any scientist nor philosopher or
even a journalist as a member. [twill consist
of the Minister for Kannada and Culture
Information and Broad
ex-officio chairperson aswell as an
an MLC besides two representatives from
social media platforms and an 1AS officer. It
goes on to define ‘fake news' and
nformation’ in wide terms and
categorises them as cognisable and
non-bailable offences.

The Supreme Court has ruled against such
attempts to gag freedom of speech and
expression, InShreya Singhal-versus-Union
of India (March 2015), the Court struck
down Section 66A of the Information
Technology Act (which provides for a jail
term for ‘offensive messages”) as being
vielative of freedom of speechand
expression under Article 19(1)(a). Mere
discussion or even advocacy of a cause —
howsoever unpopular or, indeed,
‘anti-feminism’ or “disrespectful of Sanatan
symbols and beliefs’ as the case maybe —is
protected under Article 19(1)(a). It
when such discussion or advoca
the level of incitement that Article 19(2)
pertaining to ‘reasonable restrictions’ to
freedom of speech ki

Within Article 19(2), there are specific
restrictions prescribed, namely, sovereignty
and integrity of Indi ceurity of the
State, friendly relati h foreign States,
public order, decency or morality orin
relation to contempt of court, defamation or
incitement toan offence. The proposed law
atisfies none of these reasonable
restrictions and will likely be struck down by
the courts. No government should attempt
to suppress citizens who question its actions.

RAVIEAMTH
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lobal supply chains are
becoming increasingly
fragile, strained by export
restrictions, trade

events and geopolitical tensions, Against
thisbackdrop, countries like China —
armed with integrated capabilitics
across . refining, and processing
— have gained a strategic advantage,
driving technological advancement and
expanding their geopolitical inAluence.

Other extreme events such asthe
Covid-19 pandemic cxposed the
vulnerabilities of global supply
networks, underscoring the urgent need
for strategic stockpiling as a eritical ool
toenhance national resilience. For
resource constrained nations like India,
maintaining a stable supply of critical
minerals remains vital for safeguarding
national security and supporting the
clean energy transition,

India’s strategy must be
multi-pronged: (a) establishing a global
stackpiling alliance with clear mandates,
(b forging international partnerships
that include bong-term offtake
agresments, and () strengthening
domestic explosation, refining, and
recycling capabilities.

Time and again, countries worldwide
have stockpiled emergency reserves for
strategic, defence, and economic
purposes. Recent export restrictions by
Chinaon minerals such as gallium,
germanium,and rare carth elements
have further exposed supply chain
fragilities, particularly for
import-dependent nations like India.

GLOBAL BEST PRACTICES

The US established one of the carliest
and most institutionalised stockpiling
programmes, the National Defense

e ekl Hrpi]

Stockpile, =
materials like cobalt, titanium, and rare
rths during times of crisis.
“TheUSal

DL

businessline.
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Stockpiling critical
minerals, a must

STOCK UP. For a stable supply of critical minerals, India must establish a global stockpiling

stockpiles while exploring joint
procurement frameworks to improve
resilience.

France and Germany are also
exploring country-specific reserves,
However, the UK emphasises supply
chain flexibility, prioritising recyeling
and diversification while remaining
open tocollaborative stockpiling with
international partners.

In Asia, Japan, through its oil, gas,
metals national corporation (JOGMEC)
intains strategic reserves of cobalt,
nd nickel sufficient for 60 to
¥ milarly, South Korea's Korea
Resources Corporation (KORES)
argets reducing import dependency on
critical minerals to 50 per cent by 2030
by expanding its stock pile capacity for
rare metals from 54 to 100 days by 2031
©On the other hand, China relies on
state-controlled reserves and cxport
restrictions, most notably on gallium

o »

PP tockpiling of
cal metals from unconventional
sources, such as deep-sea polymetallic
nodules, to reduee reliance on China,
though withoat gical

In contrast, Australiahas taken a
more market stabilising approach,
recently announcing a #1.2 billion
Critical Minerals Stockpile Plan that
funds the expansion of its Critical
Minerals F: ¥

The government acts as a guaranteed
buyer wo support domestic mining and
reduce investor risk.

The EU's Critical Raw Materials Act
encourages members to build national

18,

m, for geopolitical
leverage.
Indix, oo, has acknowledged this
need through the launch of the National
Critical Mingrals Mission (NCMM),

India remains largely
dependent on imports for
energy transition minerals
and their compounds,
with complete dependency
for minerals like Tithium,
cobalt and nickel.

alliance and strengthen domestic exploration, refining and recycling capabilities

which aims to secure critical mineral
supply chains via domestic exploration
and international partnerships. The
miission recognises critical mineral
access asa strategic imperative but lacks
detailed frameworks toimplement
mational-seale stockpiling,
Herein lics an opportunity for
countries tocollaborate on building
storage facilities, crafting procurement
fesand si 8-t {rake
B BRIng
agreements 1o establish a stable pool of
minerals.

LEVERAGING OPPORTUNITIES
As India moves towards its net sero
nagget of 2070, the demand for eritical
minerals, inchading lithium, nickel,
cobalt, copper and rare carth elements,
fis exxpected to grow substantially.
However, India’s limited domestic
respurces — except silicon —and
mining capacity make strategic
stockpiling essential for uninterrupted
access to these minerals while
supporting long-term economic growth.
To develop a robust stockpiling strategy,
India must:
Establish a National Stockpiling
Alliance (NSA): NSA can develop flexible
procurement mechanisms, balance
long-term contracts with global
partners and invest in storage and
inventory management infrastructure.
The Ministry of Mines should task the
mewly launched National Critical
Minerals Outreach Forum to
incorporatea comprehensive
stockpiling plan into India’s mineral

i

security strategy. Moreover, a national
stockpile will boost recycler confidence
by ensuring reliable offtake. encouraging
capacity investment. This, in turn, can
position India as a hub for processing
imported back mass from other
countries, enhancing the strategic value
and volume of its reserves through
domestic refiningand recycling,

Pursue strategic partnerships with
nations like the US and Japan, along with
other key nations like Australiato
explore joint ventures, shared reserves,
and diplomatic agreements that
enhance mineral security. The Indian
government should negotiate access to
allied reserves or develop shared
stockpiles through multilateral
platforms such as the Quadrilateral
Security Dialogu Minerals Security
Partnership, and the Indo-Pacific
Economic Framework for Prosperity.

Bolster domestic exploration,
refining, and recycling capacity to
ensure that stockpiling complements
rather than substitutes long-term
self-reliance.

By drawing from diverse international
madels and tailoring them to its unigue
meeds, India can build a robust and
adaptive critical mineral stockpiling
strategy that supports its cconomic
goals, strengthens national security, and
enhances its global standing,

Saloi s Energy Specin, inatitute for Enerpy
Economics and Financial Anafysis, and Akankshais
Fllow, Chair o india & Emerging Asia Ecenomcs,
Center for Strategic and infernational Studies

Trade credit plays big role in financial stability

Delays or defaults in trade credit, crucial for SMES, ripple through supply chains and impact banks

BL Chandak

ndia’s bank-centric NPA

I (non-performing asset) resolution
framework — from BIFR (Board for

Industrial and Financial

Reconstruction) o

" (National

source of working capital for companies
of all sizes, surpassing bank credit in
total amount.

Astudy of 24 Nifty 50 manufacturing
companies (201 3-2023) further
confirms this pattem, revealing

g TC inflows fr ppl

and minimal dependence of these top

Company Law Tribunal does not
adequately address i derlying cause:
the gro erosion of payment

discipline in the B2B trade credit (TC)
ecosystem. Delays and defaults within
this network eventually manifest as
NPAs inthe banking system. Give
strong cross-connectivity between
banks and the TC network —
encompassing supply chain finance,
inter-firm payment, TC flows, financial

re-intermediation, credit risk, and
market liquidi this policy gap,
though critica )'1I11[mrlu|1:.ﬁush'\'n
overlooked.
Delays/defaults in TC ripple through

supply chains, disrupting value chains
and undermining financial stability.
These disruptions trigger liquidity
shortages, production slowdowns, and
eventually defaults on bank credit, Yet,
NPA policies continue to treat them as
isolated borrower failures, overlooking
the systemic role of TC breakdowns in
precipitating bank defaults.

THE INVISIBLE CREDIT ENGINE
A 38-vear analysis ( 1985-2023) of RBls
corporate data — covering 2.38 million
com| ears — reveals a clear trend:
TG has consistently been the leading

T o bank working capatal. TC
is the backbone of liquidity, especially
for SMEs, functioning as the “last-mile*
vehicle and vital eredit chain for
re-intermediating supplier funds, bank
nd internal accruals. Despite
mains largely unmonitored
and policy-invisible. The result: credit
rigk accurmulates in supply chains,
surfacing onby when it hits bank ba
sheets,

THE DOMINO EFFECT
When buyers defer payment
supplicrs — often MSMEs —intoa
liquidity crunch. These firms then
default on theirown obligations,
including bank loans.

This fragility has several layers:

Liquidity cascade: Payment
delays/defaults spread across supply
chains, severely straining MSME
working capital and fuclling NPAs.
However, large infrastructure and other
projects financed by term loans and
large companies with alternative
funding sources may not be affected
much,

Silent strangulation:
payment delays/defaults,

WORKING CAPITAL, Trade creditisa
Ieading source for companies sroe

complaint-based remedies proving
inadequate and show.

d major

Mechanisms like CDR, SARFAES]
DETs, NCLT, ARCs, and OTS stepin
onlyafter financial distress has already
unfolded.

Bank-cen PA pelicies fall short
due toa basi onnect between where
financtal stress beghns and spreads, and
s are targeted.
This shows up several ways, Defaults are
treated as borrower failures, not as
consequences of upstream buyer
s/ defaults; data gaps: banks
or repayments but lack real-time
visibility into BB payment flows.

Tomake credit system traly resilient,
Inclia must realign its rigk frameworks o
focus on the B2B payment kayer — where

upheavals such as demonetisation, GST
rodlout or Covid-19 often trigger
clustering of payment delays, leading to
acontraction in TC that chokes working
capital, digrupts production, and
intensifies financial stress.

There isa direct link between TC
volume and bank credit demand. This ks
visiblein the sharp fallin cash credit’s
share of total bank lending — from 35
[per cent inthe 1990s tojust 13 percent
noday, The currently low NPAs are no
assurance of its long-term sustainability
and efficient credi as
imbalanced allocations, increased risk

stress first brews.

Leverage the GSTN system by adding
two ficlds — payment due date and
payment receipt date — totrack
payment behaviour, flag delays carly, and
integrate this into credit assessment;
delayed payments should trigger
consequences such as restricted credit,
closer serutiny, and higher credit costs,
making timely poyments imperative,

Monitor supply chain financing
through { system to target

payment bottlenecks, use
network analysis to monitor systemic
buyer-supplier nodes, and expand
data-sharing platforms to include

aversion, and elevated SLR i
often point to systemic inefficiencies in
eredit flow.

A resolution architecture
remains fixated on the banking system,

anonymised and dynamic GSTN-based
B2B credit rating with privacy
safeguards.

The writer i ex-DIGM, SI0BI
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The right tariff policy
The article Neaded, a nuanced tariff

policy’ {June 26) makes an e

permanent natio
exigting tariff sys
ineraly  cabbrated customs

Merests. Indis's
coupled with

and aggregate supply including
exports and imports of goods and
ses, has SEMVRIES) O eNBUre SCONOMIC

"'0"[‘:‘4‘.‘"6{" 4. Instead of those
schemes of giving cash doles to ook
women, better  the governments

economic growth. Several monetary
at the RBI's disposal, if not
strictly theough the lens of me

logicaland a ountry’s inferests very stability, There issectoralimbalance,  help the 5FB3 with easier lending stability, may give rise to con
ruanced approach in India's tandf weell Inde shoukdnot succumbtothe  but it deesn't alfect the stability of O
policy farmulations. This assumes pressures from big powers. India the economy Anthony Henriques rupee against the dolla
much sigrehcance as negotiations on  should ot reduce the Laritfs at the 5 Ramakrishnasayee e aluation gains on REF
FTAs with the US and the UK are corst of domestic manufacturers. Cheni
Eoing o and the Larilfs negotisted Chandramaili RBI's dividend transfars
with these two nations will have a [re— Assist SFBs Thés refiers to R as asource of
the futune course of our Small finance bankes play an abundant riches’ (fune 26). The RETY conumers and impos
Economic instability important role in helping those who dividend transfers tothe

especially MSMES, cannot be
everernphasised. Mary events have

This refers to Econcmy bucks trend

{June 26). Economic instabili
y in the Indian econamy. The
government as well a5 the Rilare

TUCFORCORDMIC
wariables such as aggregate demand

a

v ACCeNs to
alivied basiking By gving
credit to housewives and other smal
enterprises, they are aluo helping
entreprencurial talent bloom beside
providing a bubwark againat the
usurious interest rates of

government harve been consistenitly
riging, However, this growing

dependence on RBI's surplus rakes
concerns about a potential sk
policy mindiet possibly
ity core objective
stabiiy and suppos

dnidend transfiers are paet of the
central b s mandate, emy o

primary function ensuring
monetary and financial ssability
Srinivasan Velamur

Channal
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The sour taste of mango

Mango farmers are reeling from a price crash

—
S Sarath

ango iscultivatedinthe

countryinabout 1,500

vanetics, including
1,000 commercial ones. But for
mango farmers, the fruit has
rasted sour this year due to falling
pricesespeciallyin States like

Unear Pradesh, Tamil Nadu,
Andhra Pradesh, and Kamataka,
Distressed farmers are
demanding government MANGO FARMERS. Hit by glut
copensation of around 250,000 s s
peracre tooffset theirlossces.
1In 202324, mango acreage Tamil Nadu's mango farmers
increased by 2.34 per cent, toohave been hit by a supply glut
reaching 24.01 lakh b ith dinad P
anestimated productionof 22423 Priceshave fallen sharply toaslow
lakh tonnes, compared to 208,72 as €35 perkg, far below the
lakh lonnc:pmduuﬂ from 2346 breakeven price of 125 perkg,
lakhh i
Dunn@;}-‘m{thcmynm?:c urgently needed to support mango
destinations were the UAE, the farmers, asavast majority of them
UK, the US, Kuwait, and Catar. aresmalland inal cultivators.
Uttar Pradesh accounts for India’s mangoexports tothe US
about 25-26 percent of the :m.]:mm rapidly, reaching
country’stotal mangooutput. $10.01 millionin FY24,a
remarkable increaseof 1 {(rpcr

PRICES PLUMMET

In Uttar Pradesh, mango prices
have plunged by up to.one-third
year-on-yearduetoasurgein
supp]\ Prices forthe popu]:r

cent compared tothe previous
vear. Total mango exportsexceed
S60million.

However, akey irradiation
Facilityin Mumbai, which handles

Dasehri variety have d
T40-45 perkg, downfrom lﬁOpcr
kglastyear.

UPmango production is
estimatedat 35 lakh tonnes this
vear,compared to 25 lakh tonnes
lastyear. The reglonwitnessed
nearty 100 percent flowering,
n-m]hnbunxccll\m\mdds While
the' bumEu harvesti isa msPr

destined forthe US maﬂu‘tmf&famd
abrief disnaption in early May
2025 duetoadata recordingerror,
Asaresult, 12consk 1S Were
rejected by US authorities. Such
incidents must be avolded, asthey
canundermine India's reputation
ininternational markets.

factor
many Famﬁ:bohmmrd
mangoescarlier thanusualo
protect the cropfrom potential
damage caused by the early
moTsoon, as forecastod by the
Indian Meteorological
DL"'HI‘(H\L“]![.

In Andhra Pradesh, Totapuri
mango Frmers inthe Chittoor
and Tirupati districts are facing
similardistress, Prices have
crashed mainty dueto dc]n\ui

FOCUTEMENT b\ mango
actories, which are rk'p‘.'l!‘t{'tlh
holding unsold stock from last
year,

In Karnataka, the Chief
Minister has writtentothe Centre
requesting the biunch of a Price
D\:ﬁclcnc\ F\‘l\'ﬂh:ﬂi and Market

SARTHAK BASU
SUBASHS
ARUN KUMAR GOPALASWAMY

he handloom sector, with its
rich legacy and deep
SOCHO-CONOMIC
significance, remains one of
India’s bargest cottage
industries. According to the Fourth
Handloom Census {2009-20) 1, there are
over 11 lakh handloom weavers and
allied workers across the country, Avast
majority — over 70 percent —are
women, and nearly 80 per oent operate
from rural areas, making the sector a
vital source of livelihood and cultural
identity.
Despil the

handloom sector faces numerous
challenges — rising raw material costs,
competition from power looms and
synthetics, limited credit access, and
weak marketing support. And, in recent
years, lack of demand has emerged asa
critical issue.

According to Census, 50 per cent of
weavers cited lack of demand as the
main reason for idle handlooms. This
datais further supported by the NSSO's
recent round of Unorganised Sector
Surveys, which show a consistent rise in
the proportion of handloom
establishments reporting
demand-related constraints,

ln E.QILH 1, onlv 10percent of

think - bl

Time to revive demand
in the handloom sector

WEAVING SUCCESS. To

ROLE OF NGOs, PRIVATE SECTOR
\'on -governmental organisations and

handloos
demand-side challenges as their major
obstacle, which rose to 29 per cent in
2015-16,and in the wake of the
pandemic further increased to 47 per
centin 2022-23.
Unforrunately, the latest round of the
NES0 survey has not reported dataon
this crucial indicator — an omission that

T have played a crucial
bndgmg role in supporting the
handloom sector, Organisations like
Dastkar, GoCoop,and Kala Cotton have

fabrics in school and police uniforms, as
wellas government furnishings
providing steady income to the weavers,
Schemes like Telangana's Chenetha
Mitraand Andhra Pradesh’s APCO
Handloom hr.\nd offer financial

led market linkage initi that
connect weavers directly with
consumers through digital plarforms,
cxhibitions, and fair-trade partnerships.
Start-ups like Okhai and Taneira have

Asan immediate measure, raises concerns given the preceding brought fresh v  to handloom
ather S ...ln wrend and the importance of the sector, products hml.; i g:[nmvn:h
consides I':ldop(l The pandemic-induced slowdown, rary desij d urban tastes.
I’rmlwh‘&r\lw[ﬂrmm The \h.mgtng CONSUITKE pre ferences,and These piillfurm& also focus on
Andhra Prad has chasing power haveseverely  storytelling — sharing the weaver's
announged an interim relief ||npun«} handioom sales, beavi ingmany  journey — whichhelps build customer
package worth T168 crore, weavers with unsold stock and idle connection, justify premium pricing,

ensuring aminimum
churwmm priceofT12perkg
or Totapuri mangoes.

Under this plan, mango pulp
processing companics will
purchase mangoesat T8 perkg,
while the government will directly
creditanadditional ¥4 perkgasa
subsidy into farmers’ bank
ACCOUNTS.

States could consider procuring

nango pulp from processing units
mﬁndbulci.t through school
breakfast and noon meal schemes.

Addmom]h horticulture

HIFALON

looms. This highlights a growing
mismatch between supply and marker
demand,
Budget 2024-25 has continued
support for schemes like the National
Hoom D

lopment Prog
focusing on training, tools, and raw
materials. While these reflecta
commitment to sweavers” welfare, the
current policy approach remains heavily
supply-side oriented.

Totruly revitalise the sector, greater
emphasis on demand-side measures —
market creation, product promotion,
and consumer awareness — ane
essential. Though platforms like
Government e-Marketplace (GeM) offer
new sales avenue, broader adoption is
nmird_\\l(hmlslmngm'msm boost

In longwith incolkal
immediate mmnuhmu@ with the tourism sector, could
MNAFEDand NCCF,tosupport organise mango festivals across
farmers. Market priceshave for farmers toconnect directly
crashed from 12,000 per quintal ith i

1o ¥ 3,000 per quintal. bocal varieties.

In Tamil Nadu, mangois
cultivated in 1.46lakh hectares,
yielding around 9.5 lakhtonnss
annually.

Theweiter s Assszang Professor, KCT Business
Schood Kurmaragana College of Technology,
Conmiagore

thehindubusinessline.

dand i improving buyer acoess,
supply-side initiatives alone may fall
short in revitalising this sector,

and better margins for artisans,

TOC ACCCRS.
‘West Bengals Tantuja, Oddisha's
Boyanika, and Tamil Nadu's Co-optex
have expanded online sales and
diversiied product offerings. Though

potential of online selling to expand
market reach and improve weavers®
earnings — especially as digital access
improves.

This is evident from the NS8O data,
which indicates handloom
uﬁlahlishm:msusingiumrm:l rose from
Bpercentin 2021-22 to 20 per cent in
2024. Even though this is amodest
indicates growing digital
rransition within the sector.

thes ili:rtivrs are promising, their Cl:mmsanonshkc Dunt:ﬂ

impact phically narrow DEF)and

and lacks n‘alc Anmmn (Tata Trusts) are already
working on this front — conducting

CAN DIGITISATION HELP? digital literacy workshops, training

Despite policies being in place,
AWAPETIESS AMPOTE WEAVETS Pemsaing low,
The Handloom Census (2019-20) shows
that many weavers were unaware of

artisans to use WhatsApp for business,
and on-boarding them onto e-commerce
platforms.

To support this shift, digitisation

STATE GOVTS' INITIATIVES o ﬂnmrnt SLhcmsalmcd at their must be treated as a necessity. The
Several State g havealso welfare, ind) i wp B t can partner with such
adopted innovative strategies to boost 'baun:npo!lcl\'duslr d d-level 0 isations to scale trai efforts,

demand, Telangana, Andhra Pradesh,
Tamll \:niu and Odisha have
d the usc of handk

impact. As markets godigital, online
platforms offer a powerful way for

The Fourth Handloom
Census (2019-20) shows
that many weavers were
unaware of government
schemes aimed at their
welfare, indicating a
significant gap between
policy design and
ground-level impact

weaver: ew cust

reduce reliance on middlemen. Yet

‘barriers persist. More than 66 per cent of

‘weavers earn less than T5,000 per

month, making smartphones and

«consistent internet access unaffordable.
Digital lireracy is also low, especially

and

invest in rural internet infrastructure,
offer subsidised devices and data plans,
and promote schemes through
local-language outreach.

India’s handloom sector is a symbol of
tradition and skill, but tradition alone
won't ensure survival. A long-term plan
must bridge products with market
demand. By addressing demand-side

‘women, who form the majority of the
waorkforce,

Aﬂ:nrdlrg;m the Census, only 0.1 per
«cent of handloom enterprises were using
e-commerce platforms for sales. This
points tothe immense untapped

, digital tools,
and outreach, and with supportive
policies, the sector can revive and secure
asustainable future for weavers.

Badu i Research Avtociate, Subah s Professor of
Exoncmics, and Gopalaswamy s Professor of Finance &
Actounting, T Madras

Fake influencers need to be checked

TWENTY YEARS AGO TODAY. Devanshi Mchra the creative fun of making content,the  were found to have fake or spurious aminimal charge has made things
Ashish Gupta access to newly launched products, the  followers, Worse — nly, anyone with a credit
June 27, 2005 maonetary rewards, and the fame that Such trends are deeply damaging. card can look credible.
cingan “influencer” hasbecome  comes with it. mdsoﬁn:nld}'nn parameters such Thlsbatl]eaﬁmsll‘ak influence
GSPC finds gas reserves in KG Basin B alucrative career cholce among However, inthisage of social media, a8 ‘follower counts'and e o by planfi boe. It
An estimated gas reserve of 20 trillion cublc feet worth $50 billion was found youth today. The fecling of wearestuckina nc'\\cr—cndmgmccl’ur rates’ wchwscu.tudl nﬂ.ucncv:l(hn demands a collective effort because
in Krishra Godavari Basin in the Bay of Bengal by Gujarat Siae Petrobeum creating content, sharing it on social likes, vwws. il wank i When this is not justa technological or
Corporation (GSPC), which the Gujarat Chief Minister, Mr Narendra Mods, media pla(l'armg g:nmxmghugc To hat social validation, a i y inflate such industry issue — this is a cultural one.
Eerme e “largest” discovery. Dedicating the project named “Deen Dayal” Followings, and number of metrics, brands end up paying forreach  Aslong as we continue to rewand
o the nation, Mr Modi told reporters that the natural gas find made 10 days looks like a dream job. . While also wannabe-influencers are turning and impact, which does not reallyexist.  inflated numbers, influencers will have
ago was worth Rs 2,00,000 crore, resulting from an imeestrment of Rs 250 crore, getting paid to do all these, is the icing t\:lmrdsus: ol‘dlslnm'ﬂucucs. Not only this, authentic creators have the incentive to fake them.
on the cake. h, we can h such arvificially From the regulatory lens, we need
Anil Ambani assumes charge at Infocomm In 2019, the Harris Poll along with ﬁnd man\'suchwmforswhnarr hlﬂztm{pﬂ::s. clear guidelines to directly tackle this
Me Andl Ambani assumed charge as Chairman of Refiance Infocomm and Legoconducted a survey globallywhich  offering “100 per cent real Instagram Ve, fake influencers often get away digital deception. Juu asﬂ-cfenre rules
e dit d of directors of th pany. The two new directors revealed that children (eightto 12 I‘o]buwrrs oﬁm available atavery ‘without facing any real conse against
cnﬂ'c :xwd are Mr Gautam Doshi, a chartered accountant, and Prof J years old) were three times more PP f the largest Many social media pl have g there shouldbcslmngcr
Rarnachandran of Indan Institute of Management, Bangalore. inchoosing *(29 Py d buyers of fake followers. developed 1 d baots,
per cent) as a career option than In 2023, influencer marketin but these tools are not enforced misrtplcscnnh:l! |nﬂnenc:n||]|nc.
Finance Ministry and RBI differ on FDI in ARCs astronauts (11per cent). p]nlfunnl(lugiﬂugwpuncda.sgockim consistently while also being largely 2
Foreign assistance in cleaning up the Indsan banking system's non-performing The rise of ‘sockal media influencer” — nearly two out of three (58.5 ineffective. Theongoing trend onthese T writers ane with the indian inssitute of Foreign
hPAs) might take a while to come with the Finance Ministry and REI asa popular career choiceis linked to per cent) Instagram profiles in India platforms to buy verification badges for  Trade, New Deiti
unable 1o resolve their divergent views on the extent of FD to be permitted i
aseet reconstruction companies (ARCs).
@ BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2727
EASY g NOTSOEASY B
01, Song from opera () 01 A bit of opera In particular | abways show (4)
02 Comify, cosy (4) 02, Cosy way rifles ane given up (4)
ACROSS 03, Aviators (6) ACROSS 03. It takes skilled navigators (o shp out like this (6)
07, Speaking 04, Parent (6) 07, Equal grind not capable of such 04. Darn on moterwary s something different (&)
bombasticaly (13) 05, Replete (4) high-flown meaning {13) 5. When the maon is round one can’t take any more (4)
08 Friends and 06, Burden of respansibility {4) 08, They ke us to be English (11) 06. The burden of Latin is not on them (4)
admirers of 09. The great bat (7) 12. Time off from politics at the Hole 09 Onve bat, Len, out (caught) (7)

i the Wal

England (17)
12. Time Parkament

10. Country in northeast Africa (7)
1. Interlocking of gears (4)

a () 10, Country showing the art Eire produces (7)
14 Awer, in a different way, how deep 11. Some game-shows appear in the network (4)

s g (5) 12, Mature (4) a sphic there i (8) 12.1t's right to make pie that's ready for sating (4)
14. Deep gorge (6) 13, Female (3) 16, How one got out of jug 13, The novel proncun is feminine (3)

16. Teamed (5] 15, Fitting (3) perhaps (6) 15. 15 likehy to find phospher at getting round it (3)
18, Laundey 17. One intrade (8) 18 A reserve food may be taken from 17. One whe, shuffling, ray be a trader (6)
stiffening (6} 18. Hot season (5) the charts (8) 18. The South gives me rum to mix when it's hot (6)
19. High nawal 19. Species of erow (4) 19, He may be a stem naval 19. Charge ome too ruch for a castle (4)

rank (4.7} 20. Coleridge’s sacred river of Xanadu (4) obfcer (4.7) 20.'Where ___, the sacred river, ran’ {Coleridge) (4)
23, Inclusive, 21. Stracagem (4) 23, All-embracing way 've chosen to 2.1tk a wrick that's sure to go wrong (4)

compendicus (13} 22, To dwel (4) work out perm (13) 22. Exist to be broadeast as it happens, by the look of it (1)

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2726

ACROSS 1, Redoubtable 7. Caution 9. Agué 11, Frang 12, Jostle V4. Beauty ipots 18, Locker 20, Raise 22. Sake 23 Ridding 24. In 3 nutshell
DOWN 2. Educate 3. Buns 4, Light 5. Scoff 6. Meter & included 10 Compared 13, Eye 15. Trivial 16, Close 17. Vierge 13, Colon 21, Fret

K wee HO-NDE
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A sl from ‘Aloppucha Gymbhana', SONY L ToUTUSL

THE HiNDU

Text&Context

How ‘Alappuzha Gymkhana’ champions
the idea of an atypical sports film

Aappuzha Gymkhana and Rlms like Kacchey Limba, Lubber Pandhn, and Godha break away from clichéd underdog stories, focusing instead on

Mawed characters, emotional honesty,

Vivek MY,

n Jure 7, Temba Bavuma had
miore supsporters than he knew
alter he led South Africatoa
||Nor|L Waorld Test

ha
Bavuma, ridiculed for his short statu
managed o i crities into friends,
Ahwead of the final, despite being the
captain, Bavuma wasn't the nnl'lqmm.l
e b thee X | 1
rated the likes of Alde

elton hl|..lwr Ih n
Banling a

Thaed to play out
it he

a testimony to the

ri-over-helght phenomenon in sports,
entertaining Malayalam film

Alappuzha Gymbhana, currently

strean mnyLiv, reflects this

inspiring quality in a sportsperson.

IJmu tor Khalid Raliman explores the idea

oo | cls).
aning small) for
1wl the film cleverly s Our
wy unthl he knocks down an
|ul|.1'|ht~|»cmlmulnt. “I hope

apponent
o all real
make you big,” he
after his win,

ammates

! DAILY QUIZ

The Russian battleship Potemkin became famous 120 year

and the joy of simply playing: thes

An atyplcal sport I less obsessed
with the sporting result and more
Interested in exploring the valnerabilities
of its ¢ ers. Alappusha Gymbhama ks
yet another Malayalam flm that
beautiully subverts a popular cin
Boocing I a vast genre, and the
pation to follow the structure of the
underdog story (a la Rocky) is hard 1o
resist, Rahman chooses the path less
troddden.

o Alappuesha Gyrikhara can
be deseribed as a take of amateurish
I:mxrr\u:l ting at a high level, only to
e they aren't good enough yet. A
traditional boxing drama would have
mmade the bunch of boys overnight
champions. Director Raliman, who has
co-written the script with Sreend
Saseendran, focuses on the mindset of the

ays Jojo Johnson, is the

albeit only on paper, as

the Inventive writing strips off from

MNaslen's character all the qualities of a

commercial hero. Jojois a .,mn.
1.

up his beamm,

Jojo bs less of
of a cheerleader. Naksen, with h
charming scre
dialogue deliver

ine-inducing bouts, the clever
casting produces several wonderful linle
like when Jojo rallies for his
crush with the famous line from

crew mutinied against its officers

Vasudevan Mukunth

[N
QUESTION 1
war the Russian En

o suie for peac
al fleet plur

e sending
g T

one of the ¢ of the mutiny.

9

QUESTION 2

Hame the leader of the Bol ik Party who sald

happened 12 years ahter

QUESTION 3

Fallowing the mutiny, to which country did the crow

of the Patemkin apg ntry
granted asylum after the erew was disarmed and
oM

al for asylum? The

ome particular battle in

sumrendered its weapons. Two days latér, &
Russian rear admiral arrived to reclaim the
vessel for the Russian navy.

LY

QUESTION 4

On October 12, 19
manths after the muting, the Potenkin was
renamied Th name was

compassianate
a character in Philip
Fullrl'.lll\ His Dark Materials’ series, Fill in
the blank,

[

QUESTION §

Potembin was classified as a

pre battieship, The abel is
derived from a Royal Navy b |I|-\|\-|:I

In 18
POWET ol
battleship's name became the label
the blank,

Mok,
st

ptter(ly,

The :uu. t|lll|.t.'$ dll the main
characters a conventional ending,
bolstering the bellevability of the plot.
The team's ¢ e by
Ganapathi is willing 1o sacrifice a crucial
game for the safety of his players, The
coach openly talks about his
imperfections in a heartwarming scene.
The unusual treatment notwithstandi
Rahman never dilutes the “vibe” il
boxing battles
wilth verve, The camera becomes an
character, Cinematographer
alid capiures the tension inside
thee ring and the minute expressions of
the fighting participants.

Baollywood has squeezed the spors
genre lke a well-served tibe of
hx!lh|N|hl{' Amld the overdose Mun«-rln

Adlini Nath (Radhika Mad .lll};m&l Il.n].ﬂ
Barmecha (Aakash Nath) see ericket asa
breeding ground for their respective

dreams, Aditi seeks
sell-respect, whil

perfect th,
Inn Tambzharasan Pachamuthu's
birilliant Lubiber Pasdhis, ego, not skill,
1es the rivalry between the lead
characters. You witness the conflict of the

Visual Question;
Name this celebrated Soviet filmmaker who dramatised the
Potembin muting in a 1925 silent film that has since been

considered one of the greatest ever made, PUBLIC DOMAN Sar

arypical sports films find beauty in sacrifices, celebrating not just wrivmph

by the impending off-the muu;ml.,.u:l-.
Tuelled by two e

1er, In the middie
of intense cricketing encounters,
commentators slip in detafls of
memorable matches |
manner, A subtle
WIII.‘H A woaman "L\k\ ach
loves the game so much,
that's all,” he says, with a beaming nnllu
that reflects his love for the sport. And
whien it comes to the kead character losing
i, the miessage (caste
athon) lsn't thankfully
hammered home.

Basil Joseph's Godha (2017) Is as
malnstream as it can get, I ticks every

Focuses on the joy of small thing
film birdn Wis conversations
and be s ::r realisation and
the redemptive quality
And in the f
organically portrays
fiddchle by providing ample roo
leading female ter 1o shine, o
significant sign of an atypleal sports
drama,

~

Please sond in your answers to
dadlyguiis@

thihindis con

rs ago on this day when her

Questions and Answers to the
previous day's dally quiz: 1.
How many objects ane in the
Mpssier catalogue? Ans: 110

2. Messler objects are classified
a1 what? Ans: Deep-sky
objects

3, M4S ks an asterism seen in the
constellation Taurus. What is its
i comman name? Ans: The
Plelades

4, Which constellation containg
thie most Messior olbjects? Ans:
Sagittarius

5, How many nebulas did
Charles Messier discover? Ans:
40

Wisual: identify the craters in the
plcture. Ans: Messker and
Massher A craters

[Early Birds: Amar Pratap | Malik
raz | Snéha Pachlashiya

Know Your
English

o Subramaniam
S Upendran

T

ARC

“How do ¥
I

Alable sounes like
“bet” and et

That's right. And the stress 13 on the
able, The word Is pronounced

sev. Edible means |

e,

yes. But there is a difference
F What is the difference?”
something 1s ‘edible’, it
safe for someone to eat it
rexample, Tcan say, these berries ane
ible; burt those are polsonous,
fut all mushrooms are edible,
“That's right. Some may be polsonous.”
“So0, when you use the word ‘edible’
your are oaly talking about whethe
something can be eaten or not. You are
gt about how the thing tastes. 1s

Tere

correct, When you say

something ks edible, all that you are say
s that bt can be eaten, You are not say
whethier it tastes good or not, I you wan
wout the taste of what you
i use the word “eatable
e bdlis were eatable, it

thy! Badly cooked food may be
edible. That Is it may be safe wo eat it, b
it may not always be eatable

Uma's ¢ n(:LI:uJ;'
“Did yosu visit ber recently?™

“1 wend there yesterday. She gave me

phece of cake and 1 had rouble

1 havee met many bad cook:

Daddy of them all’ is an informal
expression and it means ‘the best or most
extreme example of someone or
something'”
"1 s, Sa, in the example you just gave
what you mean s that Uma is the worst
cook you have ever met.

T wrrmuh'slu

“Right again! Last night’s thunderstorm
was the daddy of them all.”

“You're right. But we need maore such
thunderstorms, Otherwise, we are going
1o have water shortage this summer.”

“Ang shortage means power

1
“Angl | have a feeling this year's power
cut s golng to be the daddy of them all™
Pubdished in The Hindw on Jarary 21,
1997

Word of the day

Succour:

assistance in time of difficulty

Synonyms: sk, com

Usage. she

o him i

Pronunciation: newsh lwe/weesurpo

International Phonetic
Alphabet: jus

For feedback and suggestions for
Tt & Contest, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in
with the subject Text & Contest’
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ported Thursday in an unex-

exchange’s public website. This,

3021 and Sepeermbser 3122

Lation 30{3] of the SECC [Stock

dili-

e nmvial e )

tonal, Eamilies.

per-

Ifthy

like

peeted annmmnmnmmcr the regulator said, resulted in a The action against BSE has  Exchange and Clearing Corparat-  sence and potential misuse. oving | an UHNI family.
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Revision of Bihar electoral rolls: Why, how

All electors will have to submit an enumeration form; those added to electoral rolls after 2003 will additionally have to furnish proof of citizenship

explained. please write to explained@indianexpress.com

time...direct a special revision of theglectoral Citizenship proof required have been added to electoral rolls since 2003,
DAMININATH roll for any constituency or part of a con- 'WHAT WILL SERVE AS PROOF OF CITIZENSHIP During previous special intensive revi- .
NEW DELHLJUNE 26 stituencyin such manner as it may think it sioas. Block Level Officers (BLOs] would gn - Revision process, concerns
‘The Registration af Electors' Rules, 1960, i house to house with an “enumeration pad”  According to the EC), sarting on Wed-
‘THE ELECTION COM of India (ECT) ei- ir citizenship. filled by nesday tillJuly 26, BLOs will be making at
s asked for forBiharto  ther I partyinten- = ) Thistime, least gt pre-filled forms
d i - ‘July1,1987 | place of birth; and i Thaseaddedtothe
an and Tevision, red affesh; i " inIndiaafter December2, y 12003 they
frer 200 it i the il e 2004, wil i p Electors will also have the option of down-
i citizenship. 3 3 i placeof birth o ing their the ECTs website
“This revision” of rolls: India 1, A0 e be premed mbechim - - s sz tem celine
il eventeally coveral states and Union - foreeach Lok b et Asembly sl | 1987 an December2.2008 will e the eceive input o the contrary . cuors whnsrcnumcmlan forms are
Territories, the ECl has said. The process in i mcLC\smeG. ehich
i whereAvembly lcoareuebe. 1952-55, 1057, 1951. focs. 066, \951—34 ichi A Sirenichips tizenship Act, 1955 v Delosans con e emsemed rom
1992, 1993, 1995, 2002, 2003 mber 1

1987-89,

wulcnnmmmmuumnurmnmlm-

2004.the Ecrserdcnsucdnn'm:sﬂiysam

ﬂr.vlarmm thatthey arecitizens. and notfur-

August 1 1o Seprem)

The Opgasition

toralroll on September 0. INDIANS BORN ABROAD will have to. - CTTIZENS BY NATURAL

. Rationale for Bihar order B i submit their certi mof of citizenship. Vet Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Baneriee

Types of revision ‘duingthelast20 | 30 Apart from documents such as the pass-  on Thursday called the mave “more danger-

e 324(1) of gives ficant change L portand mexiract of one's  ous than NRC| of Gitizers |

the ECI the power of " di- |:” 9 " hecte — p'ljmnts' ep roll of Bihar as sralt u.hlmtmmmpuﬂs
alargescale”,and "y electralroll ofthe each, " offamuary 1, next:

leciorl ol o hecomut ol guent matiomol ppultonlomoneplce il pae of esidence’, which meesses The 1 eEClarkrsisid | The Cangrosseaid mautu:ﬁ(lwasam
tions toParliament and state legislatures. o another. have become a regular trend”. chances. rolls. - The EClisy mitti

Under ection 21(3)of Th ¥ “Thus theorder i, rolied z be required to furnish  toral rolls” but called the revision a cure

of the People Act, 1950, the ECl “mayat any  selvesat i

(2" GLOBAL

WHY UN'SDEVELOPMENT
CONFERENCEINSEVILLE MATTERS

‘GLOBAL LEADERS wil kickoffthe ance-
a-decade Conference on Financing for
Development (FFD4) in Seville, Spain.
on Manday. which aims to improve the
world's aid and financial archiecture
Ambitious refarms on

Platform for Action, which will frm al-
Jiances toexpedite concrete progresson

these goals.
Who willbe participating this year?
| Amit

fromglabal tax o climate-focused fund-
ing areon the agenda

Mahammed said on Wednesday that
more than 70 headsofstate and govern-
ment wouldattend.

ch President

“Thisis the fourth such conference
‘bringing together political, financial and
ade

Fren
Emmanuel Macron, South African
President Cyril Ramaphosa — also this

proachtoissues bedevilling global devel-
‘opment —fromaid tatrare to deb.

year'sG20ch
propanents such as Barbados Prime
Wiistre Mia batiley. Workl Bank

“the situation war-
weri

UDITMISRA
DELHLJUNE 26

INRECENT months, some notable data have
beenreieased on India's poverty rate, thatis,

World Bank says 5.75% Indians live in
abject poverty: How to read this data

TABLE 1

VARYING ESTIMATES OF INDIA'S POVERTY RATE (IN %0)

worse than the disease”.

abouts! perdayperpersonin 985prices
scondingtothe Word Ba
time, as priceswent upgobany the
Wk o raise its poverty fine to
$3-a-day. The PPP exchange rate for Indian
“Thus,the poverty l

d poor.

On April 25, a Government of India press
release used the Worid Bank's "Pover
Equity Brief” of April 2025 to state that "171

Leaderswill lormaliyadopta 38-page  President Ajay | lifted
document, dubbed the “Seville (h((mfdm:‘hlxnmrbinlnmﬂam povertyin 10 years”

Commitment” Earlier the World Bank came
negntiated and agreed upon before the United out with

even States, tia- based on whichit stated that just 5.75% of

velopment financing for the coming

o aher it e anseessuy 05t
dimatesusanabiy and encer equal

decade. That said,this imply  paltcl
commitment e tnalegih
ingagree

The hestFFD's “Monterrey

Consensus” in2002 produced targets for
rich countries to spend 0.7% of gross na-

oduct on official development
assistance and supported the Heavily

Could the United States’s absence bea
roblerm?

‘The US absence, and continued dis-

Indians nonw live under abject poverty, down
From 27%in 2011-12

What do Latest World Bank data show?

Accoeding to new estimates, India was
not as poor in the past as previously esti-
ke, Bor fistance, in 197778, Indid's

cond aver
sues, such as debt, could hobble the

po
“Thesecond key change wasthe adoption
ofa

Tendulkar methodology®
‘World Bank'slatest poverty linefor lower

‘middle-income countries | int-$4.2a day (Rs 87 aday)l#

‘World Bank'slatest poverty line for upper middle-

income countries | int-$8.30 aday (Rs 171 aday)j#

B (A i
aday poverty

2190  09°
s 2390
8250 =20
1220 200

TABLE2

INDIA'S POVERTY LINE (PER PERSON PER DAY), IN CONTEXT

individual in the United States is an income
of$3.aday, while for India tis Rs 62 a day.

What about India’s domestic poverty
Tines’

3
India's domestically formulated poverty

In 2009, Tendulkar raised it to Rs 20-and
Rs 22 per day per person, respectively,
Later to s 36 and Rs 30 in 2011-12.1n 2014,
the Rangarajan committee recommended
raisingthe domestic poverty line to Rs 47 per
persan per day in urhan areas and Rs 33 in
ruralareas. But this was never implemented
conomists have shown that in the ab-
sence of a robust and updated domestic

Indebred Poor Countries nitiative, which — event's impact. Trump's opposition ta new poverty line — §3 a day. With this, T2 | WorldBankspaverty line forabjectpovertyin India.In2022-23,75 | povertyline and gventhe gaps andchanges
Iy propostion of Indians living in abject or ™ i less India’
y 7% - . xhibit wide variation. creating bath confu-
in 2015, produced the I Meanwhil, 12 (around 34.44 croe Indians) 1o just un- b Aauibmilk in 2022 sion and controversy (Tabte 1), Paverty in
- African leaders and der % (around 7.5 crore ) in 2022-23, w7 Tower " countries, India could be as low as 2% or as high as 823
and  surhasChing, I heart there are 2022-23,3423 i s, 23.89%of
‘bedevil several comman misconceptions about the all Indians) lived below this daily expenditure level methodology.
ation and i flows the event could be interprecation of this data. w1l Thisi ine for “upper income”
“This year's conference comesinthe  more successful without For y poverty countries, In2022.23 11 T of tndia . S0, i
‘backdropaf especially challengingcon-  trying to water down objectives, and fine be multplied by lived below I viewed inIndia?
ditions, pread aid cuts Fora country with samany peogle atlow
arrive at Rs 255 day? That would be incor- | tevels of income and consumption, India's
‘scepicism from US President Donald — climate adaptation funding ot because the 3 poverty line is cakulated poverty ies in the eyesof the beholder.
“Trump, among others. ‘parity PPF) Jorsetidontheviord - Doesonly 5755 of the populticn e in

Mna(duudm‘iwﬂlzl!nnmnn!m“

Tm-smm

Whatis the backdropof this year's
conference?
‘The UN pegsthe global financing gap

reformstoheln oot natioasadopt .
mmke e, anch o b4 s, ol

pmg« illion, Multilatesal lenders are
10boast funding - but the cash

ments, puurym.ms g et

So,whatisa 2 isi
calculated?

A poverty line is simply the level of in-
come used as a cut-off point for deciding
whois poor in any economy, The context

stand whether

Banld's poverty line.

abject poverty (hased on the
poverylineof 3-or Rs2-aday)? Orisathird
ofthe|

Whys i usng the Workd Bankcs
poverty line’

Lated?
The World Bankcs poverty line is based

underthe National Food Security Act, actually
poor? Table 2 provides some context, along-

ploration of glnhalmhdan[y]cvlts
‘which could tax highly

{hoth ritical to arriv-

power
rsfirst-ever poverty

Thereare.

inpoverty

non-exclusive
one,to

far
notrilion:
™ !

ties —ar the super-rich o finance sus-

tainable development.
Iealso targets progress towiards better
debt restructuring frameworks and in-
uchas mul-

st costs for developing countries asa
share of tax revenues nearly doubled
since 3014 China's lending to Africa has

ingat

estimation o, infencing

aday

For instance, a salary of Rs
may not have been considered poor in 1975,

However, India's last oficially mmgnmd

countries, and converting them into a com-

d 3.3 billion

tlateral developumens bonks effms o
leverage special drawing
eader will oo lagnch he Seville

How Shubhanshu Shukla’s Dragon spacecraft

‘THE SPACEX D

people —and more than half of Africans
— live in countries that spend more on
deb than health. RELTERS

Indi Shukla and hour

‘Space Station (ISS) at4 pm IST on Thrsday.
ing is the process by which two
il -

to align their orbits, one an-
JEE e e oy
This requires sophisticated.

Indians living in “abject poverty” (83 or Rs
62) Tuw, to pause and understand the actual
state of economic well-being (or the lack of
o,

but . ly in2011-12,b yusing!
buy anyzhing Whether i rmmma nynmmsmnm It ensured that the same quantity of
abig city, where the cost o ivi good i

orasmallwwn alsomatters,

Tendulla
 Srthen, mcmcthndhasrnlhmnuu—

across countries, “Once converted into a
mmon

especiall

and poor countries,
tent of poverty in their countries to shape

the
dex(which i fundamentallydifferentin baw

the value of the national poverty line was

of Indiansare living off Rs 171 aday:

LONGER VERSION ON
indienexpress.com/explained

docked with the ISS

izontaly).

FINAL APPROACH: At a few hundred

CHOP{Crew Hands Off thi
point anabart seqence. ifnecessary, will be

cle enters the *final approach corridor”,

CONTACT & CAPTURE: The

ring; sensors that atcurately caleulate ight ere, laser ranging and thermal imagers  softcapture ring makes iniial e
tine today — the ISS witmesses paths, as vrell s the capabil- Docking Adaper
amundadazen space dacidings itytopreciscly marifestthese and alignment to the docking port, which  (IDA] abaar the 155, Soft contact coarsely
anmually— this s nonetheless calculationsintothe manaew- i ’ "hard cap-
acomplexprocedure, requiring | SGI-TECH | vringofthe spacecrafe. puters to make minor adjustments to the  ture” whichsees the Dragon's 12 hooks ex-

precision In the case of the IS5, jectory, if needed. jith the DA ess,
which orbits Earth at an altitude of more from soft contact to hard capture, takes
The challenge than 400 km, the procedure takes place place
it while both dtheap. THE pm:ess Y of
pre- Proschare asesed . docison s made  sule eminshutFor anather hour-and-
heavy companentsspacecraftwhich can-  of around 27000 km)h over- - Th forward i
ot be launched by asingle vehicle. The S5, Tilldate, anly four countries — the US,  rides exist, ith propel the  sion muss is equaized anumberofchecks
for instance, compri: B (e Unian),  tonomous nowadays. Here's a s e il et i
— have Justsitsork cded. “Waypoint 2" — Aethis  thenare the et
course of years, beginning in 1996, e S mamluymcanym point,the D
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CENTRAL UNIVERS_ITV OF HARYANA
MAHENDERGARN - 123051 (HARTANA)

pa

Date: 20.06.2025

RENDEZVOUS: i
aligning the osbits of the approaching ve-

PHDENIK AR
Ragel Ofce: s P,

The Dragon's i is con-
ducted while itis 7.5 km from the IS5 (or—

epaperindianexpressicom .. .
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

FILLING IN DETAILS

Centre’s decision to conduct household income survey is
welcome. It should take cues from past exercises

N THE PAST few years, the government has taken several steps o plug gaps in data
availahility. Recently, after considerable delay, it annnunu:d thl: dates furcarrw\g
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WORDLY WISE
IN EVERY WORK OF ART, THE SPIRIT OF THE AGE

AND THE INDIVIDUAL ARTIST

5 SOUL UNITE.

— FRIEDRICH SCHLEGEL

A space beyond Earth

Shubhanshu Shukla's voyage is a precursor to
indigenous human spaceflight, global cooperation

MYLSWAMY ANNADURAI

THE SIGHT OF abeaming Shubhanshu Shukla

at the International Space Station (155) has to

be one of the most indelible images of our

time. Shukla's journey opens a new chapter

in India's space programme — the era of hu-
L It builds upon

out the Censis, 'J1||swn:k irtook robust
- survey has been scheduled for 2026, An expert
committee has been formed to guide the statistics office in this endeavour. This is a

welcome development.
The has to collect income data in the past as well
But thy ises have nat yi ired results. For instance, data on

m:mc]y impressive achievements of the
hi isation (ISRO)in

the past. dccadcm'su |:ach of which msulmd

inita

Human spaceflight capability is the next

receipts and disbursements was collected as part of the Integrated Household Surveys
during July 1964—]u|u: 1965 and Juby lmjlmc 1970. But “the estimates of i income were

The fact that Shukla's journey has not
«come on India’s own mission does not take
anything away from the significance of this
le diffier-

The experience gained by
Sllukla can have more
liate benefits, and not

, but also from

il put together”. Such moment. The value of his feat is a li
tion is not " income. The P ‘ent not just from the other first-time astro-
i i ised for imaki I nauts o the Axiom-4
in the National Accounts. i many other astronauts who have been to
Sl i v iyl i
phaa R ; ; ! ing of a process. Shukla himself put it
The Sitiation of Agricultural also provides esti- apdyh:hm]u:sadltw.smtﬂwbcgmung
mates of income, though only for, ion. The. ted

information on income from wages, from Il:asmgouﬂami from crop tion (net),

farming fanofficial all-India sur-
vey of household incomes, Dapcndnumdatalmmﬂwcunsumpnmsurucysmndsmbc
used as a prony. [ uscd i i Hu\o\.\:\n:r inde-

pendent

Survey showthat i

income is higher than that based

There will be several issues to contend with. Households may not accurately report

So far, citizens from about 50 countries
have been to space. But just three countries
actually i
space — the United Russia and China.
Very soon, India will be the fourth. Shukla
could very well have bccn on an [ndian mis-
sion,

theirincomes, with ring not to disclose all their ncome jobs ling in an [ndi raft.Infact, thisis how
— and thus the incomes that accrue — are seasonal in nature. Respondent recall may not itwias meant to be. He, along with three oth-
be accurate. The extent of could be greater among atthe ?ﬁmﬁ;“:;tmm Mm_:"r'r"m
higher end of the distribution. However, gﬁnular data on incomes msuclcty collected s - _
tirme, wil y providea wealth of i house- gion provided an excellent opportunity for
hnlri butal ety Forex- ISR tor gain first-hand experience in space

ampl: mcLhM:rslryufMch@nsPamISudyol]ncunthuumlrj.Mndl bcgamn 1968
e of 18, 5,000 families, has collected hese

travel This mission will lead to a lot of learm-
ings not just for Shukla but also for ISRO that

f1asincome.
cets of the L
icymaking.

health and education. Thi: for
and society ac i i can id p

ASIA ON THE BOIL

Report on continent heating up faster than rest of world must

push policymakers to find ways to increase people's resilience
'S NOW WELL knowm that though climate change affects all parts of the world,
some regions are maore vulnerable than others. Asia, for example, is prone oo al-
most all the consequences of global warming — heat waves, floods, erratic mon-

soons, melting glaciers and sea-level rises. A new report by the Wor]d
ical Oh isati is week has is

sions alGagalfvyaan. the first of which is now
scheduled for 2027, 1SRO did well to grab this
‘opportunity as it prepares o acguire its own

just as inputs in the
Gaganyaan programme.
Shukla, and the three other
astronauts selected for the
Gaganyaan mission, had to
undergo training in Russia
because India does not have
those facilities. Shukla and
Prasanth Balakrishnan Nair,
who was on standby for the
Axiom-4 1 am, also went
through advanced training at
a NASA facility. Their
knowledpe and experience
can now be utilised to set up
an advanced astronaut
training facility in India,
particularly since we are
embarking on a human
spaceflight programme. This
facility can be opened on
commercial terms to other
countries as well.

human spaceflight capability.
‘This is not the only reason this mission is
mhr]rﬂuThEspaccmrhasbam

‘the future. ISROwas not a passive participant
in the fodom-4 mission. [t had sent a strong

goingt
Private pl partic-
ularly in the U, are entering the field in a big
way, and there has been a proliferation of
space-hased assets. The lower Earth orbits —
200 km to 2,000 km from the Earth — are the:
miost active regions, primarily for commercial
reasons. This is where most of the satellites
and other assets are deployed. The 155 is alss
located in this hand.
Tt

tic activit

this anea largely to private players to exploit
for commercial activities and service the
growing need for space-hased data for appli-
cations on Earth. Mational spac\:ag:nclcscan

heLISin the

launch, which was diosely imvolved with the
laumch upmariam

hi ioninthe
Tlmn: The I35 is already on extension and is
ducmbcdccnmmlsmncdbymﬂ 'I1u:ISS|t-
selfit
operation, with several countries contribut-
ing toits creation and operations. India is not
a part of it. But a replacement fior the 155 will
minst likely have India as a key partner. India
has plans to baild its own space station by
213}5 It is not y:t clcal but th: possibility of
ymponent
dﬂveﬁ:tummp]a:mntlurth:]&iwumt

reasingly

miodel of co-

then focus their Eies on

projects, like creating long:
on the Moon, and possibly Mars. Human

+ activities and so-

spaceflight capability is a crucial el of

The US and China are i
advancing their plans for the Moo Indiacan-
not afford to be beft behind. The hmar surface
is noww seen as fit for resource extraction and
asa platﬁorm to venture deeper into space.
Soon,

and
‘boost domestic research and development.
The experience gained by Shuklacan have
maore immediate benefits, and not just as in-
puts in the Gaganyaan programmee, Shukla,
ted hrIJ‘IL‘

G mission, had

incuding crewed
missions, will become as routine as satellite:
lanme Mot having
flight ilitit iach d-
enton otherc b it

in Russia because India does not haw: those
facilities. Shukla and Prasanth Balakrishnan
Nair, who was on standby for the Axiom-4
mission, also went ed train-

plans fior the Moon.

Having this capability has other advan-
tages as well Space is a sector that has seen
close cooperation even between bitter polit-
ical rivals like the US and Russia The 55 isa
very good example of it. But this can happen
anly

o the table. It is a recognition of [SRO's capa-

|ru;ataN'\5.'\Eac|Ity Their knowled ge and ex-
can now be utilised to set up an ad-
vanced astronaut training fanllry in India,
particularly since ahu-
man spaceflight programme. This Eacility can
be opened on commercial terms to other
countries as well.
The npportumtlcs are |mmcn5c and

a stratesi

Shukda's pse into what

partnership with it, which inchedes coopera-
tion on human spaceflight missions. India’s

icipation in the Axiom-4 mission was a
result of this. [t opens up the possibility of

' PrOETAMIMIE.

The writer is former director, [SRO Satellite
Centre, Bengaluru

EMERGENCY’S WARNING

It revealed how fragile liberty can be in the face of unchallenged power

ARJUN RAM MEGHWAL

warming twice as fast as the global average. Asia's vulnerability is exacerbated by its ge-
ology. The continent has the largest landmass — 44.58 million square kilometres.
incr land the oceans. The exception-

ally high temperatures then cause oceans to warm up, That's why the continent experi-
enced marine heat waves last year, the WMO report pulnls ‘out. The surface tempera-
turesoft i cific Oceans touc I
around Asia have risen at(.24 degrees Celsius per decade over the past 10 years — nearly
double the global average of 013 degrees.

A 1 i thepast 10y ined, cor
Suutlv:ast Asia are pamcularly vulnerable to sea-level rises. The WMO report also draws

year.O ure

hand

OMJUME25, 1975, India witnessed itsdarkest
democratic hour when Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi declared a national Emergency that
‘would leave an indelible scar on the nation's
constitutional fabric. What followed was 21
maonths that fundamentally altered how
Indians perceived their democracy, govern-
ment, and constitutional heritage.

The Allahabad High Court passed a crush-
ing judgment convicting Mrs Gandhi for ir-
n:gu]arjrins ﬂlri)g the 19?1 Lok Sahha elec-

Ennlmnhcd with i nu:n:anru; |pressure to quit,
e decision that shocked the

hina and Central fsian coun-
tries, Southeast anad in Kerala last year.
Outdoor waorkisi esil
gion, making rainand cold. ..

entire nation, recommending that President
Fakhmddm)\]lmnmd.\mmumﬁtcmmaf

overall agricultural productivity has increased in Asia, cllmalcl:hang: hasslcmed down the Uni paper instead
progress. Research now indicates threats to food and water security in the workd's most pop- nFnﬁinaI ! le352 of the
ulous continent. For instance, the vulnerability of rice — a key staple in the region —to citing i i st
droughts, increasi ore in- ﬂDdalE : s
ties
dudlru;thuschyth:ll"ct gl
Al " Jan Increasinely how- uun'nlghr.\c\husrnfall.armcns Iost acoess to

ever, it's bccummgclcartha( people will need m adapt to erratic weather. The WMO re-

«courts under Article 32, referred to as the
“heart and soul” of the Constitution by BR

t putinplace early Such hould help

people :Ical with mulupl: hazards. For instance, |)m:||s|: spells of rain can mggm' floods
and m
Ifthere's one message in th:WMD report,it's tlus — policymakers in Asia WI|| need min-
vest in increasing i

and i

THE ART OF THE SELFIE

Avisitor at Uffizi Gallery accidentally damaged a painting while
posing. Is this the beginning of a new era of performance art?

HE DIST)\NCE BEI'WEEN th: fine art of painting and the mundane selfie col-
isitor at Florence's Uffizi Gallery tripped while
pusmg fura photo W|tJ| an ISﬂH:qury portraitof a Tuscan prince. .N:curdmg

o the museum, the 300-year-old painting of Ferdinando de' Medic
atear when the visitor tumbled into it. it has now been remaoved for repairs, while the ac-
cidental vandal, who was reportedly trying to mimic the prince’s pose when the incident

occured, has been apprehended.

Galleries and museums across Europe han by the scourge of
the selfie-taking tourist — understandably so, given another recent incident where a cou-
ple accidentally broke a sculpture mspurcdby\l'mﬁoghs ’ChaJl‘artW: Palazzo Maﬂu in

Veronai f them accidentally fell backwards i hile
tositinit). Yet, as the artist Mic i
responseof anger is not the only one. metthadammdu:l:ady 20th century —whoen-
couraged visitors to destroy artwaorks at their notorious 1920 exhibition in Cologne — to
artists like Maria and Joh i—who their creations as part
of performances — the loss or destruction of works has been used toenrich art.

Each instance of damage might tell a stnryur ashe a vital question, like when a gallery
slzjlucll:anndupa[)almmh--- to ook like th leftbe-
hind i asthy nself concluded, an inadver-
will, a5 Bolla has already noted, be seen as *a kind of performance™, perhaps telling a story
about the Age of the Selfie.

1]

The Emergency’s initial victims
‘were Opposition leaders. Thousands were
jailed under the draconian Maintenance of
Internal Security Act {MISA) and Defence of
India {DIR) Act.

by 92-year-old grandfather, while en-
aped inroutine cow-rearing activity, injured
his hand and was taken to PEM Hospital in
Bikaner for treatment. Once admitted, be dis-
‘covered that ing coctor, under pre
sure o meet sterilisation targets set by the
population control policies — heavily influ-
enced by Sanjay Gandhi — had sinister plans
to subject him to forced sterilization. My

his injury untreated. Unfortunately, unlike

him, mc i

My 92-year-old grandfather,
while euu,agLLl in routine
cow-rearing activity, injured
his hand and was taken to
PBM Hospital in Bikaner for
treatment. Once admitted,
he discovered that the
attending doctor, under
pressure o meet sterilisation
targets set by the population
control policies — heavily
influenced by Sanjay Gandhi
— had sinister plans to
subject him to forced
sterilisation. My grandfather
fled the hospital, choosing to
leave his injury untreated.
Unfortunately, unlike him,
more than one crore people
were forcibly sterilised
during 1975-77.

shmllsnd during 1975-77.

dumrymmthclmcmalasmglcfm
A

waords: “Socialist”, "secular”, and “integrity”.
Journalists were arrested for covering
Opposition leaders sympathetically. The

ity Mahatma

icized visittn  Gandhi, had its Four news.
Ihkancmn mM]%mad:htssayum agencies — Press Trust of India, United News
rally. Dy noc of India, Hi Samachar and Samachar

posi-
tion and not being a state guest, his visit wit-
nessed] afilll

Bharti — —were mmgcdlmdcrcnmpulslnn into

-alled Samachar.

respurces, As a operator in the

Fifityy

Congresss

Postal &Tclqgraph r‘

found it partic

at the time, 1

¥

p]\mu: connection directly below the rally's
it

for the Pri -during official visits

The 38th Constitutional -

dugplicity

mation in the name of *Samvidhan Bachao

Yatra™ while ignoring how its leaders made a

‘of the Constitution. Rajiv Gandhi, on

July23, 1985, saldlnthc[ukSahha,"Tlu:n:ls
nmothing wrong with an Ei

duded Emergency proclamations from the

mergency.”
PM Madi, then 25 years old,

regimein

of the President and gmemors to pass ordi-
nances, The 39th Amendment, enacted on
.'\qgust ID 197‘5 lmuspml,l bam:cl courts

i s Tt i
himself, conducted underground meetings
and helped with the publication of anti-
Elmrg:ncylllrmulc Heworked tirelesshyin

raticoppasition to the au-

high mmstltutlunal offices such as the PM,
President, Vice President, and Lok Sabha
Speaker. The independence of the judiciary
was systematically eroded. One of the most
glaring examples was the infamous ADM

rule of the Congress
by working as general secretary of the newdy
formed Gujarat Lok Samiti.
Acknowdedging the wounds of the past,
the Modi government declared June 25

]abalpurvsSth.mtShuklaﬂsc.mer]v: “Sarmvidhaan Hatya Diwas™.
Supreme Court fum- Fifty years o, the Emergency reminds us
dame i Justice  thatdemicracy onstant vigilance.,
HRIChanna.thc‘ voice who  Our Consti the sacrifices,
vofindivid-  wisdom, hopes and aspirations of genera-
JusticeM tions. As India moves towards Viksit
R Begin the appointment of the Chief justice Bharan@2047 under PM Modi's leadership,
of India The 42nd Amendment — extending — we must reaffirm our commitment to pro-

theterm of the Lok

tect 1 its sanctity.

— diluted the democratic mandate and ex-
tended legislative power without frech elec-
toral begitimacy. It also made significant

The writer is Linion Minister of Strte for Lawe
‘ane fustice (1iC) and Minister of State for
Portigmentary Affmirs

JUNE 27,1985, FORTY YEARS AGO

AIR INDIA CRASH

INVESTIGATORS SAY THEY may never deter-
mine what caused the crash of the Air India
jet, which killed all 329 people on board, So
faromly two per centof the jet's fuselage has
been recovered and its flight recorders, with
vital data, are deep beneath the sea The mea-
gre evidence prompted one US investigator
to zay he was not optimistic about finding
the cause of the crash of the Boeing 747,

SRI LANKA TALKS S00N

THE SRILAMEAN government will hold pre-
liminary talks with representatives of the

epaperindianexpresscom I

Tamil United Liberation Front and the mili-
tant groups in Thimphu, Bhwtan “very soon™
m N:sulw: the island" 5 L‘(‘hnlc pmblcrni The

ble to hold elections in Punjab. He added that
if the Congress (1) thinks of forming a gov-
emmentafter the next election without soiv-

ilitieslile  ingtheP it ales
tm\sm‘tinralld:l:garm_orﬁnalsd:dlncd son from the past and recall the case of the
to specify head the Darbara Singh which had tobe
team but indicated the possibility thatit  suspended after only half its term.

might be at the ministerial level.

ToHrA ON PUNJAB POLL
THE SHIROMAMNI GL

IrRAQ-LiBYA TIES SOUR
IRAQ WITHDREW ITS recognition of

Committee (SGPC) chief, Gurcharan Singh
Tohra, warned the government in Ludhiana
that until it accepted all the demands of the
Alcali Dal {Longmwal), it would not be possi-

Gaddafi’s “Libyan regime” and
said it was recalling its diplomatic mission
from Tripoli. Irag alsnasked the Libyan diplo-
matic mission in Baghdad to *leave”, a for-
eign ministry spokesman said.

EE B C
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A rules-free order

From Russia-Ukraine hostilities to US operations in Iran, conflicts around world bear hallmarks of
unilateralism. It's no longer a taboo to take recourse to battlefield for national security

PANKA] SARAN

ACROSS THE WIORLD, long-festering con-
Ricts are rearing thedr heacls with devastating
Force, It ks no longer taboo to take recourse to
the batthefield to defend or promote national
. Thisapplies notonly

gllmlurwb-ms]unl actars, but mager pow-
ers as well. From Russia's “special military
nﬁerallun" in Ukraine in February 2022 to
the United States’ "Operation Midnight
Hammer" in lran a few days agn, the unilat-
eral use of force is challenging international
lawy with impunity.

The attacks launched by Israel and the
top-up strike by the US on Iranian nuclear
sives have been destabilising and risky, Their
reverberations will play out over time, includ-
Ing within Iran. Both the US and lsrael have
asserted that Iran's top military and nuclear
leadership, along with its nuclear facilities,
have been significantly degraded, Some of
this has been confirmed by [ran, This would
have been unthinkable a few years ago,

There are notable takeaways from
recent events,

First, it all began on October 7, 2023, What
Haimas started, lsrae s Rnkshing now. lran ks
the last plicking on Israel's chess board af-
ter Gaea, Lebanom and Syria The pleces have
Fallen one by one. This |s strate gic sanktising
an fast forward.

Second, there appear to be two key
trends: Iran Is degraded and stands pretty
michalone in the region; srael has prevailed
militarily, but at the same time, ithas lost in-
ternational public opindon, Both trends are,
however, only partially true, Iran's regime
still survives while bsrael's military victory ks
In:unplm and bereft of a political solution.

impossible for a commen Indian nat to be
.w.l\aal al llu' duul:lc sland.\rd; a5 WE C0N-
from India's
polnt nl'\dmlhc spectre of the mastermind
of the Pahalgam terror attack feasting inthe
‘White House a day before the most impor-
tant LIS military action in recent memory has
been galling. The idea of good and bad ter-
rorists is, of course, an old ane.
Filkh, it is just as well that India launched
Opemlun Sindoor: It nmll;rdld wh.uullwn

of the Islamic
wuriclhaa nat gone beyond lip service tosup-
port the targeted populations and entities.
All Gulf Cooperation Council countries indi-
vidually condemned Iran's strikes against the
LIS military base in Cutar, There is silent reliel
amang them over Ian's nuclear defanging,
but uncertainty over its permanence. Russia
and China have avolded jumping into the
conflict. Western governments have sup-
parted the military strikes despite public out-
rage, The Evropean diplomatic initiative with
Iran was too little, too late,

Third, the rules-based inte rnational or-
der, or whatever is left of it, has been hit
with a knockout punch, Unilateralism has
mumphcd over mullilalmliam excep-

over universalism,
over values.

Fourth, double standards are not a fig-
ment of our imagination. There are different
standards for different countries., The needs
of some countries are more important than
athers, while sone bead a charmed life. 1f lrian
Is inclicted for pursulng a nuclear weapons
programme through deceit and theft, bom
ol sinand cloaked inopacity, and of practic-
I terrorism as a tool of deterrence, surely
there is a far more egregious actor that de-
serves similar, if not harsher, treatment. It is

todefend their
There are similarities between the US and
Israel’s Frustration about Iran and India’s
about Pakistan. If geopeditical rivalries and
Interests prevent united global action, na-
tons will take recourse to action they deem
vital for thelr security.

Sixth, the name of the game in military
affairs today s speed, precision and timing,
Ml-gt protracted war with boots on ground
Is being replaced by the use of contactless
high-technobogy assets deployed in intelli-
gence-led precision made for swift action
over short periods of ime.

The impact of a prolonged crisls in West
Asdaon India’s interests is evident. We have
much to lose. In taking a stand on the crisis,
these factors have to be weighed carefully.
Consistency of positions is, however, the least
Important Factor. Europe’s silence on and ac-
quiescence to LIS and lsraell actions in lran
and Gaza, while leading the fight and moral
outrage against Russia‘’s military operations
in Likraine, is a ready example,

Indlia Is not the only country that has to
bakance its ties with Iran, the Gulf states and
Israel, There are overlapping sensitivities and
crossed wires across the Gull, the Arablan
Peninsula and the Levant. The Indian ap-
proach to this complexity mirrors the ap-

There are different standards
for different countries, The
needs of some countrics are

CR Sasthumar

proach of the countries of the region them-
selves. Targeted country-specific policies,
ratherthan a utoplan pan-West Astan or pan-
Arab policy, are what has made India’s out-
reach i the region successful,

Il bt ot \

aceuired a new chemdstry and are at an all-
time Bigh. The two are united in their fight
against terrorism. There ks a history of them
helping each ather when it matters most.
Inclia can relate to the threats lsrael faces
Fromm amuclear or terror network. At the same
time, India has made major inroads in the
Gulf with Saudi Arabla and the UAE, and
ather Arabstates.

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Yet while economic stability is sacrosanct to the global elite, starving and
utchered Palestinian children do not rise much concern, This inhumanity must
end now. M Teump and other Western states must prevail upon Istael to end the

penocide in Gaza.”

= DAWN, PAKISTAN

Internal siege,
external forces

Unanswered questions related to the
Emergency require a clinical analysis of
global and domestic events leading up to it

{

Archer Blood, the US consul general in
Dhaka, sent a series of telegrams and
memos to the State Department in
‘Washington documenting the genocide
and urging Washington to act, However,
such entreaties fell on deal ears as the
Rbchard len I{mlngﬂduu grateful for

ManisH TEWARL

ITHAS OFTER [ intl

China,
m(uscdtulnmwnclumpllu' atrocitiesin
East Pakistan.

Things came to.a head in wid-lﬁccemhr

wake of the infamy of the internal
Emergency imposed by the then Congress
povernment five decades ago, the history
of the period from December 16, 1971, to
June 25, 1975, has never perhaps been
properly documented, Was there a con-
text to that deciskon that has never been
clinically explored?

This is by no means a defence of the
Emergency. Former Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi, speaking at a public meeting on
January 24, 1978 in Yavatmal, Maharashtra
admitted to a lapse of judgement and said
that shewas taking the “entire responsibil-
Ity For the same”, She added that even ifoth-
s responsible for mistakes and excesses

Task Force 74, mmprlaltm ;hlp;(rum the
Seventh Fleet and bed by the alreraft carrier
IS8 Enterprise, to sail at battle speed bo the
Bay of Bengal from the Gull of Tonkin,
where it was deployed for operations in the
Vietnam War, The British navy also dis-
patched anaval groupled by the aircralt car-
rier HMS Eagle towards India's west coast,
The objective Dihalea from alli
into Indian hands.

Invoking Article Mineof the Indo-Soviet
Treaty, India requested the Soviet Union's
help, The Smviets responded with alacrity,
The 10th Operative Battle Group {Pacific
Fleet) reached the Bay of Bengal and stared
dnwnlhe Aru;ln Ameﬂcan rluill.l

were ot wllh
llu' mplmll:lll brllme mlm.lm She,
however, remi Illl' audience that the

lEl?l1 |‘-'.Efa" Iul\-'.\: facing a hostile and dis-
red Pakistan, a liated LIS and a

situation just before the imp [the
Ermergency was grave, and the survival of
the nation was threatened. IF things were
allumdluwmlm lhr Hlmmnlml hal

i B g LIS-Pakistan-China alliance in-
frmical to both the Sovict Union and India,
Around the world, CIA-KGB covert wars
were raging. The CIA's complicity in the

hwould have been
repeated inIndia.

What was this situation the late PMwas
referring to? December 1971 had been
India's finest hour. The map of South Asia
wias redrawn after 1947 with the force of
Indian arms, leading to the mallun uI'

Pakistan.

I of Chilean president Salvador
Allende is now well documented. The
Inchian success in creating Bangladesh ani-
mated anti-peo-imperialist solidarity
around the world, especially the struggle of
tlw\-'lcln.lmw.u;alml meus

name of faith, had been di bered by

things. It
lhc mmlsmtlubu(nmlnr
e

cause it could not keep people of the same
Faith, whowere linguistically distinet, within
its fold, With that, the two-nation theary
was constgned to the dustbin of history,

P t
on May 18, 1974.1 I‘huughtl.ml(lcd.m a
peaceful nuclear explosion (PNE), the imphi-
cations of Smiling Buddha were lost on no-
bucu Dn Ma@ 16, I‘T!S. I‘thl.\g.\ln redrew

A genocide bcmg I:y the

Iran isa
with, Thm.\mgwdmmns whylhclndl.l-
Iran relationship has survived all odds. Apart
From the civilisational linkage and Iran's ge-

agraphical becation, the Pakistan factor im-
paualhe Indfa-lean n'l.ulunahln I‘hm n:

Pakistan ! the
nmmpanu(llmnunlry underthe agis
of Operation Searchlight, which com-
menced on March 26, 1971, \Mam.llledal'
ter the Pakistan

Asla by merging
Slctlmltlulndlﬂ l.\ldru; mmmal’hl.m
Zedong's weakening grip on China,
Mearmwhile, the cost of war had started
impacting the Indian economy, Inﬂahun
and

ahistorie surrender of over mouonrmn
This event

more important tl thers,
while some lead acharmed
life, T Tran is inclicted for
prrsuing 4 nuclear weapons
programme through deceit
and thebt, born of sin and
cloaked inopacity, and of
practicing terrorism as a tool
of detersence, surely there is a
far more egregious actor that
deserves similar, if not
harsher, treacment, Itis
impossible for a common
Indian not to be aghast at the
double standards as we
contend with Pakistan,

Inclia i
le'ahlmn Iran Iaalecywumcr\-lmﬂw
Pakistan, It was just kast year that Iran con-
ducted its own version of Operation Sindoar
agaknst Jadsh-al-Adl terror camps in Pakistan,
Indlia's call for dial  diplomacy and de-
escalation are intended to give relief to lran,

‘West Asia 15 a reglon that has lurched
Fromone crisis to another. It is home to mul-
tiple conflicts. Today, it is experbencing ts
most profouncd mement of political reengi-
neering and strategic reordering, The ques-
o is, where will Iran go from here? Has it
reached a tipping point internally? Wihat will
It take for it to be allowed to rejoln the inter-
national mainstream?

Thee writer is comvenor, NotStrar,
anid former depury | 1y

wnd ambussador

influential capitals around the world lh.u
believed that only they had the monopoly

to shape the global order,
The workd then was divided into two
power blocs — theWest, lec by the LS, and
lhc Eastern Bloc, led by the Soviet Union.
India wwas “odficlally” non-aligned but with
a percefved tit towards the Eastern bloc.
However, within the Eastern bloc, there
wiere deep cleavages, with China trying to
outcompete the Soviet Union for ideologi-

[ Inaddaredrlr T th-lorw S

Sewlet border war hacd endied just lw:mn
cartier, to the detiment uFChIm.
Two things happened in the

tlunalmpmple Iegave the Opposition a
chance to mobilise public opinion against
Mrs Gandhi, Every successful wartime
leader has to pay a price for leacling a nation
during a crisls, Winston Chasrchill also losta
general election within two months ol win-
nIn{."IWkI War I1in Europe,

/s there a ublgquitous "foreign hand”
i the internal disturbances that India ex-
perienced in 19741875, as Mrs Gandhi re-
peatedly emphasised? There has been no
Hirer iy .

1971 and June 1975,
Mes Gandhi referred to Bangladesh in
the Yavatmal speech, Shelkh Mujibur

of 1971, In July, Henry Kissinger visited
Peking. as it was then known — a trip
arranged by the then Pakistani dictator,
Field Marshal Yahya Kh.m A month later,
India signed a treat ace, friendship
.u\:l cooperation lh the Soviet Union,

the situation in East Pakistan

Proving its mettle

Unlike UPA, Modi government’s national security approach has been decisive

BHASWATI MUKHERJEE

VIVEK KATJU'S JIBE at Union minister
.IES Purd {"Mapping continuity and a
shif, r JwZI]I; unbm:mmsu ased-
chiel Kt d od Purfs
e of the phirase * llu'arcurtlwmwd"
Purl, when asked about Operation
Sindoor and India’s bid to diplomatically iso-
late Pakdstan in the afeemath of Pahalgam,
said: “Itis adilferent ballgame now. ., Earlier,
yoru allowed Pakistan to use termor as an in-
strument of state policy... You woubd take
whatever they sakd at face value and have ne-
gotlations with them .. The pre-Modi era of
chealing with Pakistan wasa theatre of the ab-
surdd, After the 26/11 (Mumbai attacks), did
retakiate ?What did you do? The
mmcdthm was 'thoda mwhni pummm
This time, it was not Balakot and just one
strilee, We went hundreds of kilometres in-
siche and hit terror infrastructure., The beauty
of the current sitwation lies in the message,
In22mlmmvmw.ﬂnﬂlmmmme

Itwas in poor taste
complished diplomat's remarks are c.\mlm
merely because he is now a politician., To pro-
widhe some much-needed context, “Purd the
politiclan” — to borrow Katju's words — has
publicly stated thae be joined the BIP because
heagreed with its national security views.

Pur, before he was a minister, served in
the 1FS from 1974 to 2013, mostly under
Congress-bed governments, It is no secret
that India’s response to terrorism during that
period was inadeguate. Mary civil servants,
including myself, felt that India's haneling of
terrorism in the 19905 and 20005 — culmi-
nating in the horror of 26/11 — was at best
Innumdmt.u worst an abdication of duty,

Eumenlsﬂx"ﬂmr crestraint” were
difficult to digest, not only for Pur but for
mary of us.

"Puri the peliticlan” has emerged from
the experiences ol “Purd the diplomat”, who
witnessed firsthand India’s fadlure to prevent
ltmr.ul.ukmtdmr.lwmmrk warfare,

Itischear

ermment’

continued to deteriorate, and millions of
refugees crossed the border into India.

Rahman was i 1 on August 15,
1975. Could the Emergency have been
avolded, and was there a smarter way of
haneling things? Only a cold, dispassionate
and elinical analysis of the ghobal and do-
mestic events leading up to it can perhaps
provide an answer,

Thhe writer is @ lawyer, third-term MP
and former minister

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

A SECOND CHANCE
THIS REFERS TO the article,'Dictatorshig

Jaish-e-Moh b, ane I51-backed tradition in Indian statecraft. The aim was af, by 8 for Congress'(1E, June 261 There

striking at the heart of our cities, More than ace through reduced cross-border terros, is no doubt that the declaration of

2,000 ¢t lImnaMmHIMbﬂmn!Mﬁanﬂ he attempts to build ties with Pakistan Emergency by Indira Gandhi in 1975 s a

2008 dhue to cross=bord t d from this logic. However, the :Lnkmmlmhehlmdindmnd-
The 26/11 attack Pathankn a0 ent India,

as a secure nation, The response — widely
documented — was incoherent, The thencab-
h [tirsmeipien

strawy, hardening the PR's stance on Pakistan.
(It is also worth noting that the attack was

security apparatus that failed to respond eo-
herently, The then ferelgn secretary and later
national security adviser concluded after
redlection” that "miore was to be gained
from not attacking Pakistan than from attack:

Modi's surprise trip o Pakistan
~ thus uncermining the ironic significance
that Katju wishes to confer on the trip,)
Sinee then, PM Modi's shift from concili-
ahun mdulam.mlun Thas been clear. The

in pnwcr can never be condoned.
Howvever, realising the blunder commit-

ted by her, Mrs Gandhi had the decency — Space Station [155) by SpaceX's Faleon 9
tn.rhmirdgr het mistales and mpl rocket marks a major malestone in space
for the and 0 the per-

the judiciary macde amends, The Basic
Seructure Doctrine of the Constitution
haes prevalled again.

¥ G Chouksey, Purse

MOMENT OF PRIDE
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, “Second

Vayager' (IE, June 26). The voyage by
Shasbhanshiu Shukda to the Intermational

mlMIru;lImeﬂywSlmhnapul-
ogised to the people of the nation.

ing £, ek, it Is hard o mwﬁ.\l wa;g.\ln«l
or to credibly angee that any [

llw!DnBal.lmalmtr*e.lﬂcrliﬂwm.md
o the simubtancos ol terrar

vekopments were contingent on it.

T those o the outside, India appeared
o b a soft state, Let us also not forget that
Prime Minister Manmohan Singh's fool-
hardy joint statement with then Pakistan
prime minister Yusuf Raza Gilani at Sharm
el-Sheikh in 2000 effectively shifted the
Balochistan issue from a problem of

targets deep inside Pakistan after Pahalgam
allunderline this transformation. Each action
was measured, non-escalatory, and

on terrorist infrastructure, while signalling

sts to Pakistan's establish

Indla has evelved from a nation fearful of un-
attended bags in public places to one where
susceptible youth think twice before align-

of India not enly pardoned ber but alse
voted Comgress back to power with a
thumping magority,

TharchusS Fermando, Ot

]UI NCIAL FREEDOM

THIS REFERS TO the article, 'With fear
and favour' (1E, June 26}, Indeed, the
zenithol the l\drpmdelw uFlIwJude-

nessing space. This exploration will pro-
vide critical information which will be
valuable for India's first human space
mission, Gagamaan,

Inlrajest Shakda, Licknaw

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, “Second
\’WWTIF Julv.- 26). Mission Axiom- 4
missions in the future, Group Captain
Shubhanshu Shukla has an important
rale in docking the Dragon spacecraft

[ and

that Puri w, - Astellar p ded Incla’s  Pakdstan's own making to one allegedly fu-  ing with extremist outfits. ary s reflected in the p
rIru;tollwwlde\eldvlcwllulllw P - lnlemlnandmrmcdu\-nu space hecould — elled by India in Illll'rllillnl\.ll eyes, It was Mational mmycnm.m it | the Emerg Impoml by Indira
cksinthe  fora Inclia, But that .uuln themin-  testof political mettle. I’rlmeMIrHuerMmIn Gandhi. If the 1975 ruling of the
20005, parllculally 2611, was weak to the  does not mean he must endorse the defen-— ister lhl.' Modl s actions show a keader making rational, res- Ml.llubacl High Court was prool of judi -
point of betng farcical. Katju'schaim that Prime  sive postures that defined that era. contrasting approach, lute dect I it clali d then the Supreme
Minister Marendra Mod|'s earlier outreach to Uil 26/ 1, unader the LIPA, India faced at Il Mo:llt.\memuﬂiw lnmldwllh.m ments LiPAera, vl Court’s verdict In ADM Jabalpur v
Pakistan was alse a “theatre of the absurd™ (s least seven major terror attacks: Delhi mnnl' pera-  nessand incoh un'mnlcr\llmlnlmr Shivkant Shukta, legalising the suspen-
disingenuous and superficial, The polivical — (Octaber 2005 and 2008), ,...... where trale | dand re-  wiew, was candid, engaging and characteris- slonof thie right to e and liberty during
contexts are too far apart, it s also disingenu- Mllmhl%l&)’lﬂﬂﬁl mjhauta Express Ipml:lcmn were resalved collectively, — tically direct. To attermpt to generate contro- the Emergency, was its darkest hour.
ggest th il (August 2007, aligned with the “Neighbourhood First”  versy bere s to exaggerate beyond reason. Soon after the lifting of the Emergency,
Pakistan in the past, imespective of the polit- — Jaipur (May 2008]. and Ahmedabad [July m nmmmlbyllwmlnzuoe demon-
cal party in power, can be treated alike, 2008 ). These were linked to Lashkar-e-Taiba,  stratir anotable The weriter is o former diplomat

apnper.indlanexprw .. .

i ot experiments along with the
astronauts of Hungary, the US and
Poland. Their study of in-orbit sclence,

full for G:rs.\nynn mission. We wish
Shiukda and other astronauts a success-
Tul mission, which will ultimately be

¥

Sutshash Vald, Mew Dellid
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High growth, low
inflation cushion

Positive domestic factors should help India
manage a bearish external environment

he world has seen so much economic chaos
of late that crises have become the norm
rather than the exception. The most recent,
involving Israel, Iran and the US, seems to
have subsided, for now, Even if one were to assume
that things will not escalate in this theatre — which
wonld disrupt India’s trade and energy supplies —
another conflagration could well be on its way. Us
President Donald Trump's pause on reciprocal tariffs
ends on July 8 and only he knows what will follow.
Then there are smaller, but far from insignificant,
problems such as China holding back rare earth
supplies from large parts of the world, including
India. In short, the global economic climate will
continue to remain uncertain going forward.

Itis in this bearish external environment that the
Indian economy is drawing a lot of comfort from
domestic factors. The benchmark inflation rate has
been below the 4% target for four months now. The
Reserve Bank of India (RBI) expects it to remain
bielow 4% until the December quarter. It is this
confidence that allowed RBI to frontload its
monetary easing and administer a rate cut of 50
basis points earlier this month. While the growth
rate has seen a significant slowdown in the past
couple of years, it Is still expected to be a healthy
6.5% for the ongoing fiscal year which will keep
India as the fastest growing major economy in the
world, RBI's monthly bulletin, released on June 25,
underlines precisely this message, RBI's latest
commentary will soothe sentiment both inside and
outside the economy on India’s short-term economic

prospects.

Having said this, it Is important to note that policy
challenges for medium-term and long-term
economic prospects will need careful handling,
These challenges will include negotinting trade
deals, most importantly with the US, finding a way to
pivot even more towards domestic factors for
economic growth even though India’s export book
never really regained its pre-global financial crisis
maojo, and bracing for capital market disruption that
could arise from the precarious fiscal position of
advanced economies, But none of these take away
from the immediate economic comfort of low
inflation and decent growth.

The unexpected rise
of Zohran Mamdani

he unexpected arrival of Zohran Mamdani to the

centrestage of American politics is remarkable.

Born to parents of Indian origin — academic
Mahmood Mamdani and filmmaker Mira Nair — the
33-year-old self-declared democratic socialist is the
antithesis of all that Donald Trump's America
represents. President Trump's response on social
media to Mamdani clinching the Democratic party's
nomination for the New York mayoral poll, scheduled
for later this year, was: "A 100% communist lunatic,
hias just won the Dem Primary, and is on his way to
becoming mayor.”

New York is not America, surely. However,
Mamdani's rise in the Democratic ranks may not be
merely a reflection of the Big Apple’s melting pot
society. but also a pushback from young Democrats.
‘who prefer to rally around a young radical willing to
confront the Make America Great Again (MAGA)
movement directly on sensitive issues such as
migration and faith. Mamdani is assertive about his
Asian roots and Muslim identity and vocal about his
support for the rights of Palestinians. Interestingly, he
built his following by borrowing a leaf from the
Trump presidential campaign playbook, which sought
to reduce the cost of living for Americans, Mamdani's
cltizen-centric urban politics wants to “freeze the
rent”, provide “free buses”, and “a city you can afford”.
These are agendas that transcend ethnic and faith
fault lines and unite New Yorkers under the umbrella
of what may be deemed as class concerns.

That said, Mamdani may be deemed a divisive figure
even within the Democrat establishment for his
radical views, which will make it easy for the MAGA
bloe to caricature, On the contrary, just as President
Trump and MAGA rewrite the rules of politics and
policy-making in America, Mamdani may tum out to
be that figure who can mobilise a young America in
favour of the Democratic Party in a polarised polity,
One thing is for sure: Mamdani as NY mayor will not
b business as usual.

Changing the colour
of India’s economy

India has a chance to
avoid multiple global
disruptions and shape

an inclusive growth story
by transitioning

toa green economy

e world s experlencng
massive disruptions scross
geopolitkeal, ednologlcal,
cconomic, and climate
fromes. In the midst of itall,
there is an opporunily W
future-proofl Indin’s economy and
ensure lives and livelihoods are pro-
tocted while our developmental goals
are rmet, because the dimate crisis will
only sccelerate these uncertainties
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With suppaort, MSME

frog into clenn procuction systems, Ilw

testibe units adopting solar-powered
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diecade. It mast now double down on
the next frontiers of clean toch aneas,
not only 16 meet our own rising
demiand. biit also to become competl-
tiveand capiure i shareof the booming
international green economy.

To b sure, the green econonmy i not
abowl rencwable energy alone. R is
about sefzing India’s comparaive

oty share.

IF this 1s the potential of ane state
alone, imagine India's groen sconomy
atscale. Our benpéiog advantage lies in
unicue strengths: 67 million MSMEs
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Immediae market signals, Nit Aavog,
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Second, Incian industry must be st
b heart of the green econony., Wlhile
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manufiscturing o plastic waste rocy-
eling 10 sustainable warism — need
watalytic copdtal 1o scale. Philan thropy
can provide the isk-taldng first rupes
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throwgh matching grants. Academa-

s and toch transtor
can acoelerte this: 11T Madras’ incuba-
tion ecosystemn turned an 229 lakh
Investment into a 350 crore green
mahility breskthrough through Ather
Energy. while [15¢ Bangalore's ydro-
pen gemeration tech, co-developed with
Inclican 5] Rcly, promises o decarbon-
Ise refining,

The G20's green development pact,
under India’s presidency, recognised
this new economic opportunity. To
deliver on this ambition al hoime,
India must tranalate that vislon into
domestic resalve, A green coomormy is
ot about sacrificing profin st the altar
of sustadnability: i Is about rewriting
the rules of ceonamic value creation,
When future historians trace the
inflexion points of Z1st-century devel
opment, ket them recond this trath;
India redefined green Tr‘:II'ISIIIJI'I '|'nt|
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Just cupital allocation bt buikding
plpelines that eonvert India's green
transition needs info Investable oppar-
tunities.

Fourth, Inclia’s resesrch and o
thom systens must form e bedrock of
this transfommation. At 064% of GDF,
India’s R&D spending lags behind

Jod 2 full
ulunun I'Dr people, prosperity, and
phane

Araitably Kmat s former G20 Sherpa of
Trelia arsd foramer CEO of Niti Aayog, wnd
Arunabfaa Ghosh is CEO, Comncll o
Emergy, Environment and Wa rer
(CEEW). The vews expressed are per-
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Gentleman cadet 14, Field
Marshal Sam Manekshaw

twas a decade ago and more that we
woere invited to a passing out parade at

the Indian Military Academy in Deh-
rndun. But | recall itas if it were yester-

day. From the moment we arrived,
everything was precision and structure,

A very very proper but sultably handsome
oung sl som aftheer mttached himsdl firmly
to our Little party of four and shepherded us
politiety but umswervingly through a welcome

attention on the twwer bloc behind, the Present
Armis fior the cobour. the swords flashing in the
s mtdull: green lines of cadets, the 5hmil
inspirational speech and the march past all
spoke of long honoured traditions and care
Fully preserved standards tat the bundy-gundy
of thie outside world has been unable o sully.
For the new genthermnen cadets, Ble was just
beglinndivg, For the parenits, who had waiched
Ihc psr.udc with we, the best was el 1o come.
ll'i!l\‘:d

cup of tea; quick bathe e, anl down
o drinkes. Wiell in time for the grand mtrance
of the chiel guest. Dinner in the darkly land-
some wood panelled hall had us all behind
nameplates in correct pecking order with the
high table at right angles to our own three
benches. Liveried bearers entered, served,
and cleared in unison. Dinner ended with
toasts to the President., the Academy and the
chiel guest, Brandy and cigars done we retired
early in reaciness for the big day when the

e Biatch of 600 genthemen cadets would be
passing out. Next morning, troe o
some (nvisible master clock, our
milieary companian took us in hand,
cust a girnbet eye over our attire,
chiecked we were warmily clac, and
settled us intocarefully marked out
seats. Before us the parsde unfoided,

The lrst dignitary drowe himsell
upin o singhe horse buggy: the nexl
arrived ina corriage and padr; and
firnally. the chief guest stepped outal
& Fout liorse cartiage to take his jlaoe under
e caniogy 1o review the e,

Panfare, trumpets, the clip-clop of homse
haafs, the long colls of troupe keaders bringing
men o order, the sharp tap af boots and gun
busits crushing down together, the buglers at

Life haal truly come full chrcle. 1t was, he
said, kismet. e

Maja
Daruwala

mu.hII\l For parents and wldmﬂry
uncover their newly commissioned olficer
sons' shoukder pips that show thelr ronk as
shilny new second lleutenants. Smﬂc‘! and
tears, inted to
the raiy yeirs of offort that |1-rm|: el ofien
wery modest means had made to bring thel
Imyﬁ to this grand place. Each limbe family, sib-
lings, aunts and uncles, cameras of the ready,
ook turms i pose beside their pride and joy. In
thiis small moment of fulfilment, everything
and pure had come ingether in
anu way, unsTne:
all thie that life can force.

Al tea, s the chiel guest moved
through the excited thromg a palpable
sense of veneration preceded him,
The young cadets, hesitant and shy,
drew back along his pathvay. At the
old solder's elbow, the commandant
() v, bt knnowimg hilim, was
careful not to be too forbldding,
Salutes and respectfil namastes punctsated
i progress.

It weansn 't homg before a oourageous few hesl-
tantly broke through the formality. One
stopped forwand. secking nothing more thana
blessing for her son. Then another. Then
another, Embolded, sompone pressed a paper
napkin inte his hand For an autograph, frantl-
cally scarching the while for a pen. With a
quick smile and a lightheartod apolagy for hav-
ingonly a sword on hand rather than a pen. the
oldu.mlmelu]ttw reverence that bad lept the
I al hay,

A different energy began to stir, trans-
Forming the mood into one of warmih and
ensy conmection. The crowd mow drew doser,
i thowsand guestions, comments, and kand-
shakes competed for attention, He drew a
shaky breath, looked around and sought a
menent’s liberty to reminksce. Somuch had
happened, he sald, In the decades sinee he
himsell hoed recelved his pips on this very
ground, Wars had been fought. countries
diviched], new mations bori He'd been lucky to
bea small part of it e said

Soventy yeurs ago, [t hod been Field Marshal
Chetwode wha'd openad the Academy and
taleeri the first salite. Now, sven decades later,
another Fiekd Marshal. taking that same salute,
T once been gentheman cadet nmber b, For
him, Kfe had truly come full circle. It was, he
said, kismet.

Maja Darerwals (s chicf cairor, Inda Justice
Reort, The views expressed are personal. Sarn
Mhan cksdiaw, former Chicf of Army Stulf, passes!
vy on Juie 27, 008,
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Pilgrims’ progress & the
railways’ look-east policy

Yatra ltks a journey of faith for the mil-

Hons of devotees coming from across

the globe. And Bhartiya Rail isat the service of

these pilgrims, Eilitating their overall experi-
ence In Uhe Sireekshetra Pur

T ks 1l years have been histonic for Odi-

sha's rallway infrastrecture dcvulupnum

Uniber Prime Mendster N i I's purve-

hie hoky city, the abeode of
I Jnganiath Puri. is ready for e Rath

tocater o around A
iukh Pa&cnmmuw daily peak of two hl-.l|

mwm‘ﬂmlglm s been destgrated. .#u:llL
quate arrangements have been made to
wicde relicd from the hot weather. Sufficent fm
stalks and water booths and coolers have been
arranged. An cstimated 2.5 kakh free meals will
e served to the

iy podlcy, Ocdishars ratbwiy bodget allocstion
has seen a 12-times jump 10 over
0500 evare in 200526504 comspored
o0 Ui ot il nverage duiring 2000-14,
Siice 2004, over 2100 kin of new
irncks hove been laid in Odisha, more
than the entire rall network of Makay-
sin, Approximately 373,000 crore
worth of prajects for comstructing
mew Lracks in Odisha are muung ‘ﬂ

Ashwini
Vaishnaw

and cleanliness arrangements
Including madern jet cleaning machines and
sewnge suction rucks are also in
plice. A much krges pool of security
perioanel hive bem deployed for
et salety and securily of the (5
grims. They will be supported with
COTVa drones, and face recognition
systomns, Accossibility neods of divy-
angians {people with disabiities). eld-
erly, worsen, smd medically vilpera-

Amri stat
including 16 stations in :ﬁplndannl
dlsu'lns.ua\'mdr Bharat ncrﬂmmvm‘m: Ii‘

e opeT ol st special oo
ultmon 0Ehu1lanlln.lwwmsin s mﬁlu
the Rath Yatra. The ralbways undertakes the
task of serving lakhs of Rath Yatra pilgrins

every year.

“Traved for the pligrims has been casod. There
Thaes beeens a Tour tmes jump in the Rath Yaira
special tralns over the last 11 years. A total of
| 215 traln services Ineluding 850 regular and
365 special train servioes are being provided
this year for Jagannath Purd, These services
canneet many disricts of Odishn including
mpirationa] districts of Kalahancli, Balangir,
Numpada, Koraput, Ruyagac, Gajapati and
Divenikanal :md interior tribal regions 1o
Shreekshetra Purl. An Al-based real-time

g,
muﬂlc pilgrims this year. Additional l-:kx-:
ters have also boen set upat Puri as wadl as

am« railway stations.
‘With the spirit of seva parmo dharma (ser-

wioe is the hi duty) Hail ensures
digrity, con and security of the IE»ila;.rlms
cluiring the Hath Yatra, | Ihlamlmar someof

Erimage travel

e pilgrims have also been takemcane
of Medical booths with dectors and
paramedics ambkanoes, and firs-oid counters.
have been set up. This year, Indian Railways
has converted Purl station Imn o model of
Inelusive and faith-cen tred public service.
At of Indlian Radbweys. Incluﬂlng
neers and technidans s also deployed at
Haath Yatra. This team |s responsible for ensur-
Ingz simooth mowement and repalr work of the:
charbots during the Yatra. The team assise in
transporting the massive chariols from the
construction she to Shivoe Aaganmnathn tem e,
The rodlways eam uses the speclsl screw
ks for ensurd et posltEoning, al
oo 00 et et o S
on the designied path. It sso helps in remov
g amy obataches and madraining sdecquose
distance between the charlots, The team

charh
charios till the

the Yitra, y
Bhwhsak\h hlﬂlyrdluius the lifetines of

of all Indlms including the pilgrims whocon-
sicler Rath Yatra as their lieline.

Astevisl Vialshrmaw i Urtiors minster for ralfways,
ehectrumies & infrmation fechmolggyand
infrtmaation and broadeasting. The vews
expressed are persial,
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all it providence or pure coincidence
but June 25 seems to be a day of des-
as n-smls India from even before it
achieved i lence, Many spectacul

Indian with the tricolowur on his shoulders
has put the country’s name in a keague of
extraordinary achievers,

A déja vu moment for Indian space odyssey

ion's Salyut-7 space station in 1984,
A day after the take-off, Shukla went a

notch higher than Sharma when he achieved

events have nnfcld-:d on this very day over
the years. On June 25, 1932, India became
the sixth team to be granted Test cricket sta-
tus when it played its first match at Lords on
that historic day. Close to midnight of June
25, 1975, the then President Fakhruddin
Ali Ahmed proclaimed national Emergency
citing ‘imernal disturbance! i was to mark
a watershed event as Indias political land.
scape underwent a dramatic transformation
and gave a new democratic dimension.

©On June 25, 1983, India rewrote cricket-
ing history by emerging as world champi-
ons, when Kapils Devils upset all cabcula:
tions and put an end to the hat-trick quest
of West Indies by winning the OD1 World
Cup in a dunning manner, Now 42 years
to the day, June 25, 2015, to be precise, an

A distinguished IAF pilot and
Lucknow's .w-vrar old Shubhanshu Slmlda
seripted histery by embarking on a space
odyssey along with three others on Wednes-
day as part of an ISRO-NASA supporicd
commercial spacellight by Axiom Space
that blasted off for a 14-day sejourn 1o the
International Space Station (155} from the
Kennedy Space Centre in Florida,
Incidentally, Shukla is onc of four astro.
nauts picked for ISRO% historic Gaganyaan
mission, which marks Indias inaugural hu-
man space flight endeavour. The lift-off at
12,01 pm on Wednesday (after several elev-
enth hour heart-breaking postponements)
ok the clock back by 41 years when Hy-
derabad’ very own Rakesh Sharma became
India’s first man in space. He spent eight
days in orbit as part of the then Soviet Un-

the distinction of being the first Indian as-
trenaut 1o have travelled to 158, Along with
three other astronauts, he reached the 155
when the Dragen spacecraft, named Grace,
docked with the orbital laboratory at 4:01
pm (IST) on Thursday over the North At-
lantic Ocean, marking the climax of a 28
hours flight.

Incidentally, Axiom 4 mission heralds
the return to space nod just for India, but
Poland and Hungary as well. Also onboard
is the mission commander Peggy Whitson,
and mission specialists Poland’s Slawosz
Uznanski-Wisniewski and Hungary’s Tibor
Kapa If Shukla stirred the emotions of the
countrymen with “Sare Jahan se Achhcha..."
while speaking to Indira Gandhi, Shuklas
first message from space was equally patri-
otic.

“The Tiranga embossed on my shoulders
tells me that 1 am with all of you. This jour-
ney of mine is not a beginning to the 158
but tar Indias Human Space Programme. |
want all of you to be pan of this journey.
Your chest, too, should swell with pride... Jai
Hind! Jai Bharat!” The October 10, 1985-
born history-maker was commissioned inte
the IAF fighter wing in June 2006, He has
an excellent track-record as a combat leader
aned seasoned 1est pilot having a mindbog-
gling 2,000 hours of flight experience across
aircraft like the Su-300 MK, MiG-21, MiG-
29, Jaguar, Hawk, Dornier and An-32.

It is time Indians ook a break from wars
and conflicts and celebrated the glorious
achievements of Shukla, Sharma and Su-
nita Williams, who set new benchmarks
in spacewalk, which redefined ‘resilience’
during her nine-month stay aboard the 155,
Bravo, Indias torchbearers of the extraondi-
nary kinmd.

() LETTERS

Seems a fixed match
Irln’s supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei claimed
victory over Israel and said his country had “delivered
a hand slap to America’s face” an Thursday, 26 June, in
his first public comments. Khamenei spoke in a video
broadcast on Iranian state television, his first appear-
ance since 19 June, He said, the US despite intervening
“achieved no gains from this war™

The 86-year-old Khamenei hadn’t been seen in public
since the outbreak of the war on 13 June, when lsrael at-
tacked Iranian nuclear facilities and targeted top military
commanders and scientists, He had reportedly taken
shelter at a secret location one which POTUS Donald
Trump claimed that the U'S was privy to, but that they
would not try to kill him “yet”.

He said we are winning this war as long as we do not
bow before dictators, before power and greed, as long
a5 we uphold the ideals of Imam Hussain. Khamenei
warned US “The fact that the Islamic Republic has ac-
cess 1o key US centres in the region and can take action
whenever it deems necessary is a significant matter, Such
an action can be repeated in the future too. Should any
occur. the enemy will definitely pay a heavy

One Nation - One Election

SURGICAL STRIKE

il
K. KRISHNA SAGAR RAD

ing Indiak democratic

journey for decades.
As someone deeply im-
mersed in politics, public
policy, and the larger strat-
egy of nation-building, I say
this with absolute convic-
tion, India is long overdue
for a massive course correc-
tion in the way it conducts
elections. And that correc-
tion must come in the form
of One Nation - One Elec-
thon

This is not just a slogam,
not a party pitch, and cer-
tainly not a shoricut to
power, It's a profound po-
litical, social, and economic
reform  that can redefine
how this nation moves for-
ward, decisively, efficiently,
and ethically.

Let me take you through
why I believe this change
is not only essemtial but
also inevitable, This isal
theory, This is the voice of
experience,  observation,
and reflection over years of
engaging with Indias elec-
toral, political and govern-
ance systems.

I 3 ve been closely watch-

The electoral rot we
refuse to address

Let me begin with a funda-
mental truth, our current
electoral system is broken.
It may appear to function,
but like an old clock that
ticks without sccuracy, its
out of sync with the aspira-
tions of a New India, We've
carried forward a system
from our p donial past

surrounding i ['ve seen
it up close. Candidaiure is
Increasingly based mot on
competence or  integrily,
but on one simple qualifier,
how much money can you
spend?

From village panchayats
to pariamemtary constitu-
encies, there's an invisible
auction happening before
every election. Tickets go
to those with the decpest
pockets, mot the dleanest
hands. Honest, capable,
service-minded individuals
don't even stand a chance
in maost political parties.
Theyre told o wait, to
prove their spending ca-
pahil to raise money,
to “invest” in their political
careers,

There is no reward for
ideological loyaly in po-
litical parties anymore, the
‘dlectoral ticket winners' are
who jumps the most par-
ties. As long as you have
lot of money to spend, you
have total immunity from
not possessing party or ide-
ological loyalty.

And what happens if they
win? That ‘investment’ is re-
cevered, with interest, Pub-
lic office becomes a tool for
persenal ROL Corruption
becomes  institutionalized,
expected, even celebrated,
And then, we wonder why
governance fails!

If we want to attack cor-
rupthon at its rool, we
must begin by reforming
the electoral process itself,
And thats precisely where
“One Nation = Ome Ebection’
comesin,

The corrupt voler, a new
tragedy of democracy
Here's another uncomforta-
ble truth. The rot has spread
to the voter too. Especially
in rural and semi-urban
India, a disurbing trend is
emerging, and In‘ person-
ally it across

and continued it without
questioning its relevance.
Why? Because we got used
1o it Repetition over gen-
erations gave it the illusion
of perman ence.

But ask yourself, has the
system evolved with the
times? Has it adapted 1o
Indias burgeoning popula-
tion, our expanding econ-
omy, the complexity of
governance, and the ever-
growing expectations of our
citizens? The answer is a re-
sounding ‘Nt

In a country of 1.4 billion
people, we have elections
happening almost every
few months, somewhere
or the other. This constant
electoral churm  paralyses
governance, distorts policy
priorities, and fuels corrup-
tion like no other demo-
cratic exercise in the world,

Why do we accept this
chaos as normal? Why do
we not challenge the logic
behind this endless cycle?

The vicious cycle of
carruption begins with
elections

Let's be brutally honest,
In India, elections are not
a celebration of democracy
anymore, they're a trigger-
ing event for mass-scale
cormuption, Not justin poli-
tics, but in the ccosystem

several states, particularly
in the South.

“There's a new kind of vot-
er, not someone demanding
better roads, healtheare, or
clean water, but someane
demanding cash for their
vode. And not discreetly.
This is pen, audacious, and
sluxidnslv being normal-

Nole far Vote' has be-
come a reality. Entire caste
groups, sockal clubs, com-
munity associations, and
apartment  welfare bodies
negotiate ‘rates’ per vole
I've heard credible accounts
of H1,500 10 B3,000 being
paid per voter in some con-
stituencies. A by-election
in Chennal was abuzz with
rumours of an independ-
ent candidate “winning” at
E6,000 per vote. Just think
about that,

What does it say about a
democracy when even the
vote is for sale? When votes
are auctioned, only the
highest bidder wins, not the
most deserving candidate,
And naturally, the highest
bidder enters affice not 1o
serve, but to loot, The cycle
continues,

Now imagine this hap-
pening five to six times in a
span of just five years, state
assembly  elections, local
body  eections,  by-clec-

I'm baffled by how little we realise the toll
intermittent elections take on governance.
Think of a central government elected
with a clearfive-year mandate. But within
that term, every year orso, there's a state
election, somewhere in the country. That
becomes a ‘referendum’ on the Centre,
even if it shouldn't be. Media hypes it
up. Opposition builds narratives. And
suddenly, govemance takes a back seat to
campaigning.

tions, Lok Sabha elections,
The frequency itself breceds
corruption, Reduce the fre-
quency, and you reduce the
oppertunity fr corruption,
With ‘One Nation - One
Electbon; we can lean up
the system, perhaps nol en-
tirely, but encugh to begina
new culture of integrity.

Un-governance, a
constant distraction from
development

I'm bafiled by how linle
we realise the toll intermit-
tent elections take on gov-
ernance. Think of a central
government elected with a
clear five-year mandate. But
within that term, every year
or 50, there's a state election,
somewhere in the country.
That becomes a ‘referen-
dum’ on the Cenmtre, even if
it shouldn't be. Media hypes
it up. Oppaosition builds
narratives. And suddenly,
governance fakes a back
4l 10 Campaigning.

Burcaucrats go into a
freeze.  Politickans  stari
steategizing, not for public
policy, but for vote swings.
Implementation stalls. Gov-
ernance momentum  dies.
Why should any elected
government, be it at the
Centre or in a state, be in
a perpetual election mode?
Let's realign our electoral
calendar. Let governance
breathe. Let policymaking
take centre stage for once.

The astronomical cost

of dysfunction
Conducting  eections s
not cheap. Its a massive lo-
gistical exercise involving
thousands of crores of tax-
payer money, deployment
of government staff, law
enforcement, and public in-
frastructure. And when we
do this every few months
somewhere in India, the
cumulative cost  becomes
mind-numbing.

Do we have any idea how
many man-hours of gov-
ernment work are lost? Do
we calenlate the policy stag-

nation caused by the model
code of condua? Do we ac-
count for the opportunity
wost of lost reforms?

On the flip side, electoral
costs for candidates have
tallooned beyond compre-
henston. In many constit-
encies, an MP candidate
may end up spending BIS
10 20 crores unofficially. An
MLA might shell out B 10
8 crores. These are not ex-
aggerated numbers, they're
“market realities.

Tell me, how can an hon-
est schoolteacher, a pas-
sionate social worker, an
inspired professional or an
idealistic youth ever hope
1o contest under such cir-
cumstances? They're priced
out of democracy,  And
that, right there, is the show
death of real fepresentation.

is of palitical
Qualuly

I often say this at public
forums, the desting of a
democratic nation is di-
recily linked to fts ‘quality
of its politicsl And sadly,
in India, that quality has
degraded severcly,  We've
created an unwritten rule,
o emter politics, you must
either be rich or willing to
become corrupt.  Neither
should be a requirement for
public service.

Every time | see a bright
young citizen hesitate to en-
ter politics because of ‘dirty
money, 1 know we've lost a
potential reformer, The cost
of that loss is immense, We
don't just lose a candidate,
we lose new blood, ideclog-
ical loval, valuable ideas, ro-
bust energy, and a reformed
political future.

“One Nation - One Elec-
tion' can reverse this trend,
It reduces the financial bur-
den on candidates, stream-
lines their campaign ef-
forts, and levels the playing
field for those with
means but limitless integ-

rity.
Let's make politics about
public service again, not

about spending powes. For
over T0 years, we've carried
on without a single substan-
tial eectoral reform, except
moving from paper ballots
to electronic voting. Have
our voters not changed?
Has our economy not
evolved? Has the complex-
ity of governance remained
the same? OF course not.

And yet, the electoral
machinery remains stuck
in the 19505 mindset. We've
spent decades building air-
ports, expressways, digital
governance platforms, bat
we still elect governments
with a system designed for
another century.

It took the leaddership of
Prime ster Narendra
Modi 1o finally break the
sibence and challenge the
status quo. While theres
no formal policy declara-
tien yet, the groundwork is
being laid. The intellectual
churn has begun. And 1, for
one, welcome it.

Tecause this is not just
about synchronizing ehec-
tion dates. This is about
transforming the way India
governs itsell.

The path forward, not
just reform, but reinven-
tion
Now;, let me be clear, "One
Mation - Ome Election’ will
not magically solve every
problem. Corruption will
mot vanish overnight. Vot-
er awareness will not rise
instantly. Political fund-
ing will still need reform.
But this single structural
change can create the con-
ditions necessary for deeper
transformations.
®  Fewer clections mean
fewer disruptions

»  Fewer disruptions
mean better governance
» Beiter governance

means stronger institu-
tions
B And stronger institu-
tions lead to a stronger
democracy
It's a doming effect, stan
with electoral reform, and
wiatch the ripple effects
across policy, pelitics, and
public life.

The social
transformation

‘What we ofien faill to ac-
knowledge is that political
reform is the foundation of
sochal transformation. And
in a democracy as large
and layered as India’s, every
structural  improvement
in the political process has
ripple effects far beyond
Parliament and Assemblies.
“One Nation - One Elec-
tien' is about reshaping the
moral, cultural, and civic
consciousness of over a bil-
lion people.

When  corruption  be-
comes the norm in elections,
society begins o accept it in
every other sphere of life.
‘When political tickets are
distributed to those with
muscle and money, it signals
to youth that ideals, values
are irrelevant, and that in-
Muence is everything, When
voters openly trade their

vote for cash, valsdases
transactional thinking over
rinciples.

This is the psychological
cost of our broken electoral

sysem. It feeds cynicism,
normalizes the uncthical,
and desensitizes the public
to wrongdoing.

MNow, imagine what can
change if we overhaul this
structure, If elections are
fewer, deamer. and mose
accountable, it sets a new
benchmark for integrity in
public life. Tt elevates the
expectations of the voter.
It forces political parties to
shift their pitch from pop-
ulism to performance, fram
manipulation o merit.

Ome synchronized elec-
tion cycles every five years
will reset the rhythm of civic
engagement. [t gives people
time to judge governance
not in fragmented spurts but
over meaningful periods,
It encourages  long-term
thinking. Tt gives the voter
the time and space to re-
flect, deliberate, and decide,
rather than being constantly
whipped into emotion by
nonstop campaigns.

Most  importantly, this
reform has the patential to
decentralize public aware-
ness. When elections hap-
pen simultancously, there
s a convergence of national
dialogue, Issues like educa-
tion, health, employment,
infrastructure, and national
security get discussed acmss
the board, imrespective of
whether the voter lives in
Bihar or Telangana. There
s bess room for parochial
identity politics and more
scope for development-driv-
en discourse.

Ower time, this creates a
mire aware ctizenry, s mose
responsible media, and a
more performance-focused
polity. It creates pressure on
politicians to be seen work-
ing. not just campaigning. [t
elevates the very quality of
democracy we practice.

50 yes, One Nation - One
Election’ is ako a social re-
Borm, It may begin with bal-
lots and booths, but its real
wictory will be written in the
minds and behaviours of
our people.

A call to rise above
partisan politics

This is my appeal not as a
spokesperson of a political
party, but as a citizen who
believes deeply in Indias
potential. Let us rise above
partisan limes. Let us stop
viewing every proj
lhmlsﬁ the lens of 9011:1‘::::
gain or loss. Let us instead
ask, is this good for India?
And if the answer is yes, and
I believe it unequivocally
is, then we must support it.
Chr children deserve a bet-

pnor The US military action was never about nuclear
lssues or nuclear enrichment, but about Trans “surren-

der™.
Bhagwean Thadarmi, Mumbai
Curb unfair academic practices

EFERENCE to your report on the ED raids over the

ngineering seat blocking scam, it is deeply disturb-

ing to see how some private colleges, along with agents,

manipulate government quota seats for profit. Over 2,000

seats were allegedly blocked, denying genuine stedents a

fair chance. This is not just corruption it is a betrayal of
meritoeracy & trust,

The government must take stringent action against in-
stitutions involved & srengthen the Karnataka Examina-
tions Authority’s oversight. Aadhaar linked verification,
real-time public seat tracking & a crackdown on educa-
tion consultancies are the need of the hour. Education
must not be commercialized o this extent. Lets restore
fairness to our academic system before more futures are
compromised.

Dr H K Vijaykumar, Raichur

Cybersecurity measures need boost

HE Indian Computer Emergency Response Team

{(CERT-In) has issued an advisory for citizens, urging
everyone 1o change their online passwords immediately.
This is being termed the biggest online credential theft in
the history of the internet. A massive database on the dark
web has revealed that the data was stolen from 30 differ-
ent sources. Cybersecurity experts have warned that this
stolen data poses a heightened risk of cybercrimes and
fravd. Reports indicate that 16 billion online passwords
and identity data have been compmnusod'l'hemﬁwc
ment advisory recommends that all passwords
online usage should be changed immediately.

Tos secure user accounts, citizens ane advised to enable
Multi-Factor Authentication (MFA) wherever possible,
Additionally, using passkeys is also recommended. Com-
mon and easy-1o-guess passwords like admin 1234, guest,
and qwerty should be strictly avoided, as cybercriminals
<an crack such passwords in just two seconds. To prevent
cyberattacks or losses, it is essential to keep both pass-
words and antivirus software strong and updated in the
current scenario,

Dattaprasad Shirodkar, Mumbai

Property matters in India

HERE b5 a strong emotional bond between Indians
and property. Instead of treating it like any other as-

set chass which can be bought and sold, Indians treat it as
an inseparable part of onc’s life. The first thing that any
married couple thinks of is buying and owning a house.
With the rate of land and apartments going through the
roof, net even the rich can afford them in the met ros and
therefore have to live somewhere in the distant suburbs.
A property other than the house one lives is a luxury
few can afford. There are so many legalities and loop-
holes in law that liwyers can purchase their own proper-
ties on what they earn on disputes of properties. Land
Tas also been the cause of breaking families and bitter
enmity between the siblings or other close relations.
Like the writer says at the end we only need a hole in
the ground: o why this constant disputes over property?
Anthory Henrigues, Mumbai

thehansreader@gmail.com

tax on minimum clectricity charges;

N
Only usage-based tax allowed: HC

BENGALURU: In a significant judgment, the High Court
has ruled t B e

«charges. The court stated that consumers should only pay
tax on the actual electricity consumed, and not on unused
pawer,

The verdict came from the bench of Justice Ananth Ra-
manath Hegde, which declired as unconstitutional the
amendments made m Section 3(1) of the Kamnataka Elec-

ter democratic rk
than the one we inherited,
Chur nation deserves an elec-
toral system that empowers
governance, not hampers it.
The time 1o act is now. The

time Lo transiorm is now.
‘Ome Nation - One Elec-
tion’ can be the single most
impactful reform of our
time. Because, if we fix the
foundation, we can finally
build the future India de-

Serves.

(Asethor is the Chief
Spokesperson of BIE, Chair-
mian for Natton Building
Foundation arnd a Harvard
Business School certified
Srategist)

tricity { Taxath i Sabe) Act, 1959, which
had been altered by :hesulepwmmem in 2003 and 2004
to impose tax on minimum changes.

The court was hearing petitions filed by the Federation of
Kamataka Chambers of Commerce and Industry and M/s
Sona Synthetics, who challenged the legality of imposing
tax on minimum electricity bills, even when power was not
consumed. While the High Court refused to order a refund
of taxes already collected, it struck down the amendment
as it was contrary to the legal framework. Going forward,
the ruling ensures that tax is applicable only an electricity
usage, not on fixed or minimum cha

The “minimum eectricity charge” refers 1o the fixed
amount billed monthly by the electricity supplier, irmespec-
tive of usage. This ruling offers relief to consumers and
industries burdened by unnecessary tax on unused power,

~ Read more at
hitps://epaper.thehansindia.com
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CONTRAPUNTO
A man builds a fine house; and now he has
a...task for life: furnish, watch, show it, and

keep it in repair, the rest of his days
RALPH WALDO EMERSON

Citizen Kaun

In the khichdi that’s India, a multiplicity of
documents to prove citizenship makes sound sense

Nllisn Kumar was the first NDA CM to talk down a national

register of citizens (NRC) for Bihar back in 2009, His three
magic words - ‘Kahe ka NRC' (whatever for, an NRCT) - set
thee tone for a quiet demise of a nationwide record of cltizons, Census
2027's headeount won't include a "national pepulation register’, the
parent body for an NRC, the theme itself dropped from NDA/BIPs

2024 Lok Sabha poll manifesto.
Diverse & Muid | Indl.n by dw lgn does not mandate citizenship
oo, and by ex as proof of citizenship.

Instead, given the unliun s plurality, caste networks and marriage
ties, waves of refugee influx, pockets of intense poverty and patchy
access to state institutions, New Delhi framed the citizenship law
in termsof conditions met, not documentary evidence. An example
of this Quidity i= in voter rlnahts nor rn.nl ly reserved for ‘citizens’,

@:

born in Indiato Tibetan
u-mm' parents. A bunch of govt-issue
1D in various combinations can satisfy
eriteriato provecitizenship.

Peopled borders | NRC in Assam
showed the challenge it is for many to
_ show they're Indian. Alleged ‘immi-
grants" had legitimate  documents,
many locals never felt the need to have
any. CAA in fact confused NRC in opera-
tion. Given India’s layered multitudes
of ethnic, language and religious groups, sub-nationality has been
more the people’s anchor. Take the Bengall in Dhaka - Indian till
1847, Pakistani till 1971, Bangladeshi then on. Primarily, Bengali.
National borders are the most artificial of constructs - ask kith-
kin-caste groups at the UP-Bihar-Bengal/Nepal border, villagers
at Punjab/Pak border, communities in northeast-Myanmar and
Bengal-Bangladesh border.

Proofs & polls | Amid drives to harden citizenship, it is its
shadow, the grainy gray of *illegal immigrants’, the non-citizen,
thatcrops up like clockwork ahead of every stateelection - Assamto
Bengal to Jharkhand to even Maharashtra - only to eurl back post
polls, This hardening is newly evident in Manipur Delimitation in
2008 was put off in Manipur after it raised doubts over 2001 census
data, The deferment lapsed in 2020, Now, Meltel groups want an
Nlt(‘ am'r lwoy'l‘nrsof conflict ll‘forl‘dellllllh’ltion which decides

0 Ci ves polit purposes that
asingle de y proof can Ise. It is one reason why tech-
interface Aadhaar went from being designed as proof of identity for
welfare measures, to attempts to make it proof of citizenship, only
o n:-lnrn as proof of identity Nitish Kn rwouldn't allow lack of
o harl. There'snoharm in
r u]oslhnt accept amultiplicity ol'documel:ts

House That?

Home prices are rising steeply, even as unsold
homes pile up. A strange & worrving disconnect

verage life expectancy in India was 71 years before the

pandemic. Long enough to be a grand parent, but not a home-

owner in Mumbal, as TOI reported earlier this week. Even
the top5% - financial outliers - would need 109 years® savings tofund
a 1,184sq-ft, 2-bedroom purchase in the financial capital. A Delhi
home seems hardly “affordable” with a commitment of 35 vears'
savings. Point is, few ean buy a house in India today.

Yet, houses are being built at ever higher price points. In the
Mumbai region, builders announced projects with over 1L houses
last fiscal, although more than 5L remain unsold, In Pune, 241
houses are unsold, L1L in Hyderabad, 68,500 in Delhi-NCR. Housing
must be the only industry where sellers
aren't bothered by inventory. [t's also the
only one immune to the laws of demand and
supply. Consider how prices in Hyderabad
have jumped 43% in five years despife 177%
growth in unsold inventory. Pecullarithes of
the Indian housing market don’t end there,
Houses are expensive not just by Indian
salary standards but globally. NYT reported in Feb that the median
price of a 4-bedroom Manhattan apartment is $3.7mn or t3Zcr
Plenty of Worli apartments are now in that ballpark.

Housing is a primary need, sogovt must gureout what is pushing
prices beyond buyers® reach. Pmnll.ll.»ssmkn:lrwlrnllummhuyuhuu

MORE THE HUDDLE
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WILD, WILD WEST ASIA

Is the region safer after the bombing of Iran’s nuclear facilities? No, Because Palestine, Shia-Sunni
tension on streets and distrust between Gulf Sheikhs & Avatollahs won't go away anytime soon

Rudroneel@hosh @ timesofindia.com

Inamatterof 12days, several long-held
red lines in West Asia were crossed
direct and intense milltary exchanges
s i

reglime collapse. For, thal woiild mean Tehran will be
forced to lash out reglon-wide and once again open up
sectarian fssures. This is a big security concern
for Arab states with mixed sectarian demographics.
Bahrain, for example, is a Sunni monarchy with a
significant Shia population, which is possibly suscep.

blic, and
mnnn!wn‘rll’.mun Trankan nuclear facilithes. However,
just as things were looking halry, Trump announced a
censefire.

But the big question is: Will the truce
hold? Is West Asia any safer after the Latest
burst of conflict? Here's the breakdown of
thecurrent reglonal dynamics.

Irankan regime stands | Despite facing heavy
lsraeli-American bombardment, the lranian
regime is still intact. Plus, there are reports
that Iran moved out much of its equipment
from its key nuclear facilities before lsrael
and US struck them. This means Tehran
cotild have managed to salvage key parts of
it nuicloar
that it will conti
PrOgramme,
of acomplete halt to Iranian nu
mient |8 & non-starter. Also, Iran's parllament
has just agreed to suspend all cooperation
with IAEA, which will make it harder to
track its nuclear programme,

Thus, lraws nuckear  programine. the
c Israel|
hasn't been completely eliminated. Tehran
will try to recover whatever has been damaged
or lost. That, one assumes, will not be koshor with
Netanyahu and Trump. If not, what happens next?
Another round of conflict? The possibility remains open.

tenslons | The one thing that lsrael's military
operations since Oct 2021 have done is battered lran's
proxies in the reglon. Both Hamas and Hezbollah are
nowhere near their previous strength. Houthls in
Yemen too have taken a beating. Assad in Syria is gone.
And Iram has been given o good jolt. So. for the time
being Tehran's regional tentackes. have been subdued.
The Gull Arab monarchies will be happy about this.
After all, the growing Shia Crescent has been their
main security concern for years.
However. none of them want to see the Iranian

tible to 1. I oo much pressure ks put on ran,
that is how things may go.

Phus, Iran will work to recover its weakened strateghe
space in the reglon. It will continue to support proxies
like Hezbollah and Hamas to help them recoup thelr

fighting prowess. True, this will take time. A fow years
perhaps. But the baske equations are set: Tehran will
continue (o seck strategic depth through proxies,
while Arab states will look for security intervention
by US and lsracl as a counter. This makes reglonal
uncertainty o surety

Palestine - the mother conflict | Palestine remalms af the
heart of West Asia’s tensions. Without resolving the
Palestinian question, stability will remain elusive. Sure,
Arab states are increasingly firting with the idea of o
ditente with lsrael & In Abraham Accords. But the Arab
street Is still emotionally attached to the Palestinian
cause, no matter what position their govis take on the
matter In fact, the Arab govis' percelved distancing

firom the F take loadership
of the Palestinian cause, in turn bolstering the Ayatollah
regime. This then sustains Tehran's proxies. As bong as
the Pallestinian issue remains alive, it will allow reglonal
players to make polithcal-military moves arownd it

Unpredictable Trump | At this point, US's exact plans
for the reglon are a mystery. Trump says he wants a
deal over Iran's nuclear programme, But Tehran and
Washington were already talking before the conflict
broke out. Then what is Washington's endgame?
There are two possibilities. First, since
the fallof the Assad regime in Syrialast Dec
thanks in large part to lsrael's relontless
campalgn against Hezbollah i T
and Syria - there appears to be a US attempt
to degrmde Russian - and to some extent
Chineso - nssots in West Asia. According to
this strategic gambit, attacking lran and its
proxies in the region serves dual purposes:
strength land break leg of
the quadrilsteral grouplng of Russia, China,
Iran and North Korea that has coalesced
around the Ukraine war. This particularly
L And il
b it il Entervene o protect
their reglonal Interests, then they will be
stuck ina West Aslan quagmire. Sofar, Putin
and Xi have resisted this, despite volcing
support for Tehran,
The other possibility is that Trump and
Putin may have worked ou something akin
I o the World War [ Maolotov-Ribbentrop Pact
¥ between Nazi Germany and USSR, Given
that Trump's efforts on the Ukraine war
appear to bo leading nowhere, he may have decided to
de-prioritise that war and strengthen America’s hand
loighe, Moscow could gakn an upper
Europe, but will have to give up its
sirategic hold in Wesi Asia to the Americans. There's
no way Moscow can have both
However, there may still bea push for regime change
in Iran if it doesn't agree to a fresh nuchear deal. That,
however, will be unacceptable to Russia. Or even to
some Arab states ike Qatar that relied on Iean during
the Saudi-led bockade against it, and Oman, which
shares the Strait of Hormuz and Hengam offshore
il field with Tehran,
Instability, therefore, is the name of the game in
West Asia,

Can India Defence Spend Its Way Out Of Slowdown?

It's not just Trump's Nato allies who are having to up the military spend. For India, such upping could
counteract slowing growth. As long as the spending is domestic...and actual war doesn't hit us

Samnath Mukherjee

| Indin's economic slowdown Is visible
and now biting. Cyclical growth
cylinders - elite consumption and govi
capex - show fatigue. Earnings growth
| im Gl ol FY2025 was flat For India Ine
Advance tax collections show the same
trajectory: In consumer discretlonaries, there is increa-
singly frequent anecdotal evidence of down-trading.
At the same time, risks to global growth have gone
up exponentially RBI's recent had & mix of
uplronted pol cuts and greater lguidity injec-
thom via CRR cuts - unexpectedly deeper interventions
than anything market participants expected, In part,
RBI's hand y solid mac ¥ funda-
mentals. But in a large pnrl mnh 1u|unluu n-nm '
niggling
Structurally, IT services (the I'lun!nmnull ballast
for jobs, consumption and growth for the Last 35 years)
are slowing in terms of employment-intensity, as Al
threatens swathes of IT jobs across the workd. India
remains insearch of a next big idea,
1 Ad

in geopolitical risks. The world's predominant power,
US, ks being credibly challenged by a near peer power,
China. As is usually the wont with incumbents, US
h.u-:mr-g down its hatches, even as it remis
of itsmight
into Iran unnlciu:lulmlalseuu! nuclear fucilities doep
inside the earth
Fhut generally, ina massive pivot away from its post-
WW2expans iveness in global engagement, it isseeking
consolbilation, Quid proguos in economic engagement
and a wholesale withdrawal of its security umbrellas
in Europe and Asia are the key markers. In lockstep,
conflicts are blowing up across the world. Russia-
Ukradne, lsrmel Gaza Iran, India Pak. all around China's
land and sea borders - different grades of knife-Nghts

se somehow, and their steep monthly comn

for other things - cars, refrigerators, TVs, ete. That 1,184sq-ft Mumibal
apartment costs £3.5cr, on average. A 15-year loan of this size means
an EMI of #3.6L. But an equivalent loan in US costs only £2.8L per
month, Costly homes, costlier loans - govi has its task cut out,

Sound effect

Thanks to a scientific phenomenon,
distance reduces the noise of the news

Jug Suralya

Distance is said to lend enchantment to the view, Blurring
the sight of warts and other eyesores, Distance also lends
detachment from the news.

Onavisit to London 1 stay tuned to what's happening back
home in India by following the news. There is o familiariy
about the news, born out of rrlu-miun that makes the word

‘news’ |

Perhaps the people in charge nlmlmnllhlldmlhuwmﬂmulu by dhoesd poll
If necessary, officially change the name of news to olds, because much, i not
mostaf it, is the same old, same obd.

Opposition is going at |;m1 hammer and tongs. And 1o return the compli-
it govt 18 going at Oppos

nprrnllun Sindoor was was ot an ungualified success. The White House

i/ did not play the honest - or dishonest - broker in efTecting a
between New Delhiand 1
Govt, after < caste-based Il this while, is

now in favour of it bec It wants to consolidate the so-called

) Hindu vote. ants to fragment the Dalit/OBC vote,

= Ding-dong. dong-ding

I“ﬂ“lm'(’l” But there’s not just a familiarity in the news, there's
also a reduction in iis noise level, making it sound less

frenati ther off it is. The schentific reason for this ks called

the Doppler Effect. after the Austrian physicist, Christian Doppler.

The scientist described this phenc 1842, whereby the fr yof
sound waves changes as the source of the sound approaches or r\-rnln from
the heare

The whl.-llt-u( a train approaching a station sounds increasingly sharper
and more sh he sound waves gotting scrunched together like & squeczed
accordion, a muted as the train passes and the wivelength becomes
losger and ike the wrinkles being ironed out of ashirt.

Distanc L I k h [
news, and some of the fury out of its sound.

For this relief much thanks, Herr Doppler:

the furyof the

way
Insurprisingly. all major (and minor) powers are
recapitalising their militaries. According to SIPRL, the

Calvin & Hobbes

world spent $2.73n on defence in 2034, an increase of
B.4% over J02, the steepest ammlll since the end of
Cobd War. Existing hi-spenders - US, China, Russia and
Drihion - were joined by Europe, which has embarked on

miilitary expenditure programme, first to support the war
S ana th n or

There are two caveats to the causality, One, it works
ulll} 1n an mmrﬂ shooting war starts, |.I|;:Irall;
dJay

the largest military recapl

WWZ The latest Is that under Trump's pressure, his
Natoallies have agreed to raise thelr military spend ing
10 5% of GIDEF by 2005

Worryingly for India, Annus Horribilis, the spectre
of a two-front threat, China and Pakistan acting
in unison, s brutally real. A preview was seen in Op
Sindoor, when Chinese satellite, planning and
electronic warfare supported Pak military ops. g

Thanks b benfgn geopolithes of the
“end of history” era, Indian policy-
miakers hanve boen able to
maintain defence expen-
diture in line with GDP
growth in the post.reform era
Not anymore. India has no cholos
bt 1o acoslerate miliary recapi.
talisation. It may not be all bad
news. Ramping up defence exgpen:
diture, within macro-prudential
bounebaries, is likely asibver bullet
not onily te deter/counter political
aggression but also Kickstart a now
evlinder ol economic growth.

Military spersding as a fellitsor 5
ol economibe growth isacontested axiom
(for moral reasons), but one with very
strong empirical evidence, Post-Versallles
Germany transformed from a demoralised, near
bankrupt country to the lesding power in continental
Kuirope decad of build of
its military By the start of WW2, Germany's military
machine was underwritten by probably the most
dynamiceconomy in post-Great Depression Exrope,

US truly broke out of its own Great Deprossion funk
once it started supplying Allkes in WW2 and then joined
the war itsell. Japan's spectacular economic rise in the
warly 2th century had a lot to do with o Thst growing

Y DOP_UM WL, WS DEICE

WORD YU LIKE TO TN CME®

A

apanese
mnuﬂlnwlll«lc-nw\'a\\']mchodtl(‘ouwlllnn thelr
heartlands. Two, if enhanced military expenditure is
primarily on imports, it feeds a forekgn economy and has
negative impact. Case of

Pakistan is illustrative, as is the case of Indla in the late
1808 — currency crisks in 1990 wos at least partly due 1o

India in 2025 is well positioned.
Defence budiet can be tak
fram 2% to 25% of G
around $20bn the current
year, without breaking fiscal
balance. If deployed as
domestic capex, using a
normal capex multiplier
of GDPof 3, it can potenti.
ally generate over $60bn
of incremental income.
Depending on  assump-
tions of what types of
expenditure get aved, this
could an incremental
1-L5% G growth,
Given the enormous pro-
» ductivity gains associated with
tech innovations. military capox
multipliers in India could be sven
higher. The boundary condition ks simple
spends must besubstantially bn India.
$10bn capex importing (say) Rafale is a st rul.u.ht
innatior domestl
fence importsar ro. The sime §10b
h 2 domestic aer L even I it
achieves 0% of the performance nl &Ill lll:m‘run
engine), butes a large multiph
income and productivity gains,
The wrher is CNDof o axset & wvalth management firm

Sacredspace

When evervone
istrying tobe
something be
nothing. Kange
with emptiness.
Huarmwan should
beelike a pot. As the pot is hold by its
comptiness insiche. Inaman is hold by
the awarenessof his nothingness,

‘Shams Tabeizi

Unabashedly Romancing The Monsoon

Narayani Ganesh

read while listen ing tomusic, and
wenerally let one’s imagination run wild

s/ Bring all Hvat you desire,

Biring eoery pleasure, perfect, prime! Toset

manthan, churningof the ocean, Shiv
swillowed and held the polson in his

e moisoon biings with itthe with passion. And Kalidas provides the @ britiean flre; throat allesd Newlkanih,
i Mir d he, rﬂ'n:‘ 5, et l!WW".f‘iDr Ihn‘lllﬂl‘.hﬁu‘:m::;nr!!'Imlntn;‘!wh
creathve imaglnatbon, poetry a story i his arecelebrated, ineluding Janmashiami,
muske, musings and reflection ‘l‘h(' i, whe Iy I L AS memmmpmdr:wwum Novrairi and Deepavall.
¥ | of falling rain and elght months Habimdranath Tagor hat whvon it i ing Varsh
carwssing brovs could rouse the dormant !‘Iluhl\lllﬂillhmlﬂ slipdown his e, hik heart woild danos with poy Yo, the rainy season, toasvokd hurt ing
poet inanyone capableof finer feelings.  wrist onto the Door: He asks the Iy bt dlones o insects that may not be visibletothe
What comes tomind is Meghdoos, The cloud 1o carry his heartfelt hanes L e h
Cloud Messenger, by Kalidas, alyrical  message o his wife, saying: Aheavy doscnpour fallson the

narrativeof a yaksha's yearning for his
dear wife. Separnted from his bride due
tohis master Kulsera's orders, he pleads
with the cloud to carry his message of
love and longing, and the resultant

120 stanzas are anoutpouring from a
monsoon-inspired Kalidas.

"
every hill

“Though
e ease my dorting s pain,
ot | fresee deday on
Where jasmines bouw, and

where the pemoock frain
Cries forth with feyful tearsa

Sapead e b,

e plectyped

*  Thegarden quivers with the
chirvupaf crickets
The river hascrossed the

Paryushan festival.
My favourite sccount is that of

Inreligious tradit Iuﬂ!.( halul mas,

buark and apgroaches the citlage. J\Inx.nndrrl-‘rmur whao, inhisC MJJ::‘I
THE SPEAKING TREE o mays: “As I
damaors likea turbulent, impoverished India could

-I1llwunlil! li'.’" l‘ll‘lllhl"hl‘)’lﬂll all

wrelenene shrill:

Asa pluviophile, whoenjoys rain, between July and Oct, has sp , the scents, the
clouds, and even ihe darkness thai comes MJ::;::”UI""'M . buthaste iy shgnificance. Vishi s sald Inrwtlrjr suibile, m} tevious light, the poetry, the
with Inirmthrrn‘nr four his serpent bed in yog heightened expectations, the kind of
thunderand lightning Nashes, th e poet yocean, for thecosmic  beauty that made your heart miss o boat

ject season for Mner thoughts, to curl
e by eozy cor e e ing Uhe window and

1p~|h in llwmwur Uhe lonely lmw pining
for hiks lacdy love: Thyou, dear.

order toreboot itsell Thisisalso

well, that remiained the monsoon.”

ot yen oo o




AXIOM-4

shorT | [AKES

ORBITAL PATH
MAKES DOCKING
A TOUGH JOB

AGE CORRESPONDENT
HYDERARAD, JUNE 26

Indlan astronaut Shubhanshi
Shukla and theee other nstro
nauts docked the Internath
onal Space Statlon (I155) after
teavalling for over 28 hours in
the orbit after the launcl
Though the IS5 s located
merely 400 km o above the
earth, experts sald the space-
eraft took 38 hours bocause of
the complicated orbital mech-
anes fvelved In rendesvous-
Ing with o fast-moving space
station,
Adter launch, the spacecraft
g which s
From the
lower orbit, the spacecraft
must exocute & serles of care-
Tully timed manoeuvrees such
as incremental altitude boosts
and trajectory adjustmonts to
allgn bts path with that of the
185, which orbits Earth at
uhmll Jlull):l K am hour
IS8 complotes one
m|n| rrluull'l_\‘ L 0 min:
utes, the spacecraft must
“phase” its trajectory to syn-
chronise with the station's
location, which could be far
from the launch site at the
thime of 1ifteff. This process
requires the spacecraft to
orbit Earth at least twioe,
irndually mdjusting its fight
path and spoed to achleve a

safe and aceurate docklng
with 158
If the spacecraft doesn't

align its speed and path, it can-
not dock with the space sta-
thon propecly or end up dam-
ajging itsell and the 158

COSMONAUTS OF
OLD TIME ARE
NOW ASTRONAUTS

‘Washington, June 28; The last
time  India, Poland, or
Hungary sent prople to space,
their current crop of astro-
nnuts had not yet beon born -
and back then, they wers
called cosmonauts, as they all
flew on Soviet missions before
the fall of the Iron Curtain,

Shukla is the first Indian to
ach  space Rakesh
o the
Salyut T station in 1084 as part
of an Indo-Soviet mission,

Indin's space ngency, ISRC
soes this flghe as o stap
toward its first Independent
erewed mission, slated for 2027
under the Gaganyaan (“sky
craft™) programme.

Poland has spent 65 million
ouros on its astronaut’s Might,
according to the Pollsh Space
Agmney Hungary announcad a
3100 milllon deal with Axiom
according to space-
o, while Indin his not
adflelally commented

The Ax-4 launch comes after
technical lssues deliyed the
mission, originally slated for
warly June,

It adso fellows an online spat
batween US Prosident Donald
Trump and SpaceX chisf Elon
Musk, the world's richest per-
son and, untll  recently
Trump's ally and advisor.
ump threatened to yank
SpaceX's fedoral contracts
worth tens of billlons of dol-
lary prompting Musk to
threaten an eardy rotiroment
of Dragon, the only US space
eraft currently certified to
carry astronauts to the 188,

Musk walked back the threat
a few hours later and in the
days that followed continued
to desscalate, stating on X that
he had gone “too fae"Any
falling out between Spaces
and the US government would
b maaslvely disraptive, gven
NASA and the Pentagon's
rellanee on Faleon # and
Faleon Heavy to send up crow,
corgo, satellites and proboes.
But for now, analysts belleve
both sides am too entangled to
risk a sorious break,

INSPIRING | JOURNEY

RIDAY | 27 JUNE 2025 | NEW DELH|

RISING INDIA TAKES

BIG LEAP

FOR GAGANYAAN

SECOND INDIAN CITIZEN ENTERS

ORBIT AFTER 41 YEA

AGE CORRESPONDENT
with agency Inputs
HYDERABAD, JUNE 26

In o monumental moment
for human spaceflight,
Mass, in collsboration
with Axlom Space and
SpuceX,  successfully
facilitated the docking
of the Axlem Misslon
4 with _th
atlonal Space Station
(158) on ' I|u| F[|n\' at
416 pm
The erew, which

includes India's
Group Captain
Bubhanshu §hula,
Poland’s ~ Slawosz

Wajnarakl-Wian-
fewskl, Hungary's
Tibor Kapu, #nd
mission commander
Py Whitson, rosce
hed the 1S5 after a 2.
hour journey abond
SpaceX's Dragon space-

craft.

The misslon lifted off
fromm  Nasa's  Kennedy
Spaee Contor in Florida at
L pm 18T on Wed-

nesday, powered by a
Faleon b rocket
Docking began Thurs

day afterneon and was
executed s scheduled,
The  Dragon  capsule
attached to the Harmony
madule  of  the
through o strllhnm
procias — fr: et
1e “goft capture,” followed
by a mechanical “hard
capture” to secure the
vehicle.Dragon was visl-
bl fromm the IS5 ot around
i 18T, and Masn con
Flrmme " amooth
"iF'"'""h

he four-member crow
will remain aboard the
188 for 14 duys, conduoct-
ingg over 80 sclentifiec and
technalagical wxperi-
mients.

The misslon is particu-
larly important for India
s It would ghe Shulkla a
hands-on experience in
aparating the spacecraft.

Shukla is the commuand-
er-dn-walting For
Gaganyaan-d, which s
expected o be launched
in December 2027, and
would play a erucial role

in India's space ambl-
thoms,
Shukla I8 the first

Indian astronaut to dock
at the International Space
Statlon (155) over 40 yours
after Wing Commandor
Rakosh Sharma 1||wu||1u|
te the Boviet
Salyut space station.
Apart  from  Rakesh
Sharma, there were at
loast four porsons with
Indian roats, who reached
the Earth’s orbit or sub-
bt

Throe of them are per-
sons of Indlan erigin,
such —as  Kalpana
Chawla {1607 and
2000y and Sunita
W1 Illams

Blrisha
Bandln
(2021) and
an Indian
citizen,
Gopl-chand
Thotakurn
(2024}, wha
ingpired many more
Indians to take up space
for their study

Mission Glory

SHUKLA becomes
first Indian an IS5,

SUBHANSHU 0, | [

Dragon docked at 4 PM
hursday after

28-hour

0]

A peek from the spacecraft.

Journey,
) R | e nosay,
Harmony Port, WEDNESDAY. 2
NO TECHNICAL lssues; _. Mission Axiom-4 includes
‘ \% thrusters worked fine, © astronauts from Indla, USA,
Crow to stay | AXIOM SPACE Poland, Hungary.
broadcasted
docking live, J MARKS
willconduct 60+ | PEGGY WHITSON | Hll's.'}'o.nlic
il i 5 Lhe mission;
CXPRMENES. | ¢\ bhanshu piloted | % ENTRY INTO
Dragon. SPACE

-
A

Earth belongs to
everyone: Rakesh

New Delhl Jun 28 Ast-
ronaut Rakesh Sharma,
the first Indian to journey
Inte space in 1904, sald
space travel alters the
mindset of humans and
makes them see the world
from a_perspective that
“this planot belongs to
averyone” and 18 not the
solo preserve of anyone,
He shared his thoughts
in o recorded podeast
shared by the Ministry of
Defence on the day Indin
returned to space after 41
yours, a8 Growp Captain
Shubhanshu Shukla from
Incia and three
other astronnuts
st forth an w

\

landmark space odyssey
on Wednesduy, Sharma
had spent eight days in
orbit in the erstwhile
Soviet Union's Salyut-7
apace station in 1964,
Shukla scripted history
by embarking on space tr-
nvel, along with three ot-
hars from the US, Poland
and Hungary, to the Int-
ernational Space
s part of a comm
misslon by Axiom

=

ipace.

In the podeast released
Wednesday night,
ma,

Shar-
who had famously
“Sare Johan Se
S during his thme
iin the orbit, sald be was a
toat pilot in the Indian Alr
Force when the selection
happened. He later rethe-
od ns wing commander
From the LAE

"Because | was o tost
pilat when the selection

was young, | was fit, and
= | had the qualification,
&0 | was lucky enough
to have boen  chosen.
Then, after selection, we
moved to Star City, just
outside Moscow, for our
training. "The training
went on for 18 months,
which culminated in the
Indo-Soviet spacaflight in
16@4," ho sald.

‘Llumlmnull. that time, |

India's
Shubhanshu
Shukla with his
fellow astronaut
reacts after their
Space-X Dragon
spacecraft docked to &
the International
Space Station, — PTI

Aboard
"!ny; Is
Ax-4’s
zero-gravity
Indicator,

FIRST swan used
In space
missions.

FLOATS to signal
mlcrnuravl_t‘y
in

SYMBOLISES
wisdom, grace
and resilience.

CHOSEN by crew
to reflect unity.

Joy’ inside ‘Dragon’ wins

Journey

Space SPENT30 | DRAGON
days in spacecraft
quarantine named ‘Grace' by

before launch. | astronauts,

Shubhanshu
Shukla with
Peggy
Whitsan,
Slawasz
Uznanski and
Tibar Kapu.

FELT Intense G-force dur-
ing launch, then silence.
DESCRIBES the ride as
“amazing” and surreal,

SAYS he's been sleeping a | CALLS IT A NEW, EXCITING

lot since launch.

LEARNING lke a
baby, enjoying
this experience’
= ASTRONAUT
SHUBHANSHU
SHUKLA FROM
SPACECRAFT

REPRESENTS shared val-
uwes and collaboration,

CALLED the “emotional
heartheat"” of Ax-4,

EMOTIONAL 5¥MBOL
FOR ASTRONAUT

SHUKLA.

hearts with Ax-4 members

New Delhi, June 26: A
plush swan numed ‘Joy' s
winining hearts aboord
the Axiom Mission 4 spa-
cecraft, not just as a zero-
pravity indieator, but as o
powerful symbaol of unity,
etlturs, and smothon
Chosen by the interna:
tional Ax-d crew “Joy"
floats freely inside the
Dragon spacecraft to sig-
nal the moment the vehi-
el anters orbit - o charm-
ing yet functional tradi-
thon carried on in spoce

misaiong,
As  the plush  swan
began to drift in miero-

gravity, it marked the offi-
chal entry of the space-
craft into zero graviey

@ FOR GROUP Captain
Shubhanshu Shukla,
the first Indian to
reach the IS5, the
swan connects deeply
with his roots.

But "Joy" earries more
than just visual purpose -
it represents the cu Inull
harmony of the Axd
team, which includes
astronauts from Indla,
Poland, Hungary, and the
A

Group  Captain
Shubhanshu Shukls, the
first Indlan to reach the
International Space Stat-
lom, the swan connects
deeply with his roots,

In Indian tradition, the
swan 8 assoclated with
Goddess Saraswatl, the
deity of wisdom, learn-
ing, and art - making
“Joy" n symbol of I|1IUIIN'
tual and splritual elova-
tion, Similarly, in Polish
and Hungarian cultures,
the swan  ropresents

gra purity, wnd
resilience - attributes the
International tenm
billevis are essential for
lifie and success in space.

The Ax-d ecrew calls
“doy” thelr “emational
heartbeat” - a soft, foat-

Ing remindar of the won-
der of space exploration
and the strength of global
callaboration.

Shukla’s humble beginnings, his journey and achievements are model for youth to emulate

A simple, shy, perseverant boy who reached stars

ANUPAMA MILI
HYDERABAD, JUNE 26

Simplicity and dodicated
afforts to reach his dreams
with a porseverant mind
were  the speclalty o
Shubhanshu Shukls from
his younger days, recalls his
classmate and friend from
the 1o0th batch of the
hulmnu'l Defence

DA, Lt Col, Hemand ItllJ

Statloned

Secundarabud |Ilvlnlmml
hoadquarters, Lt Col
Humand says his frlend was
o simple studer
never compatitive for a first

rank but belioved in consis-  the

||~|1<i. and  discipline to
reach his goals.
“Shubhanshu  was  my ster

classmate ot the NDA in our

10ith hateh when [ joined in
gz, He was
calmest cadots in the batch,
whie

among those pursuing a
carenr
Shubhanshu's
not among the high achlev-
ers of any section during
our time at the academy
But, Iook how he made it
Academy  today All of us, his former
clussmatos, belleve that he
made it to create history
with his vislon and dedica-
thon." says the officer
Shukla's
who was  ning fron

family in Uttar Prodesh to
International
Station (I55) s a thrilling
story for any Indlan young:
to follow
again into space in a gap of

one of the
o normally  rare

defence.
nwmn

in the
WS

humble begin:

o middieclugs
Space 4l

India leapt

VEArs

through  the
Shukla. Soon after his mili-
tary training. he joined the

after
Rakesh Sharma's journey

vateran

A8-yoar-old

Indian Air Force as a flying
officer in the fighter stremm,

“Shubhanshu ks proof that
It's not the mavks or certifi-
cates that we gain during

the academic perlod that
help us in the future, but a
disciplined
visbon,
grounded to the roots. He

lifestyle  and
staying simple and

training period in 2002,

Shubhanshu Shukla with his batchmates at
the National Defence Academy during their

= BY ARRANGEMENT

has kept the Tricolour close
to his heart at the start of
his historle journey into
ApRCE.
becoming a military officer

From dreaming of

& INDIA LEAPT again into
space in a gap of 41 years
after veteran Rakesh
Sharma's journey, through
the 39-year-old Shukla,

for the country, he has made
all Indians prowd today. | am
sure the disciplined train-
img at the NDA Hmy hilped in
moubding the fighter he is
today” says Lt Col Hemand.
Showing the photographs
from the tralning period at
the NDA, the afficer turned
emotional. “This is not just
ma talking about Shubha-
mahu, but the whole batch,
W love him and ame very
prowd of his achisvements
as ome of us. | hope he will
bring more laurels to the
oountey n his next missions
as wall,” added the officer,

CHALLENGE WITH FELLOW CREW

Ax-4 faces

hurdles
before
success

Washington:
Hil of delays due to
weonther and technical
issuns, Axiom Mission 4
finally launched  sue
ceasfully abonrd
BpaceX's fifth and final
Crew Dragon spacecraft,
now officlally  named
‘Grace', on June 24,

The mission moarks o
major milestone in pri
vate spaceflight and
international sclentific
eallabaratlon.

Orlcinally targeted for
Inte Moy, the launch was

Aftor o

roscheduled — multiplo
e first to early
dune, and then post

poned again due to a lig
ubd oxygen leak in the
Faleon & booster.

Jdust s the issue was
being addressed, Nasa
paused the countdown
again.  Though  the
ropairs initially seomed
successful, Nosa con
ducted further analysis
to ensure no leak rema
ined in a nearby hateh
noal,

The space  agency
approved the mission for
lounch on  June 29,
thouih the axact fesoll
ton of the hatch issue
was not publicly dis
elosad.

misslon 1s partic
ul slgnificant as it
ullrlun :]:n st schentif:
i pxperiments ever con
ducted on an Axbom mis
alon — over 60 in total,

The research at the 185
will span lifo sclenoes,
technology demonstra
tlons, and educational
outreach,

Among the standout
eollaborations is a joint
effort between Nasa and
laro,

Adding a human touch
ta the technical foat, the
Ax- crew was iglven the
honor of naming the
brand-new Dragon
spacecraft

Shortly after stage sep
aration,  Commander
Whllnrm |m||r|m|1-|~<l. its

s more than &
Whitson sald,

“It reflects the ele
gance with which we
move through space
mgainst the backdrop of
'mlntl’-\u-

}L ht 18 not
Just a feat of engineor
ing but an sct of good-

will for the benefit of
VT human_every
whi Whi

e plakned
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Strategic misfire
Israel must be reined in for peace and
stability in West Asia
he 12-day war between Iran and Israel
T ended with a tense ceasefire. lsrael
claims that it has set back Iran's nuclear
programme by years in a *historic victory'. But
the reality appears to be more complex. Iran has
suffered encrmous damage - its key nuclear facil-
fities were attacked, much of its top chain com-
mand Jimil and its air Jnll\‘:\l
virtually ineffective. More than 600 people,
mastly civilians, were killed. It will take years, if
mot decades, for Iram to rebuild wheat it has Jost.
Yet, victories and defeats in wars are not mea-
sured by material losses alone, Despite the losses
and a clear power imbalance, Tehran has refused
to capitulate. Bts government recovered swifily
from the initial shock of June 13, and its sustained
retaliatory campaign of ballistic missile and
drone attacks exposed vulnerabilities in Israels
vaunted multilayered air defence system;; there
were deaths, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanya-
hu, who claimed early that his campaign could
lead to regime change in Iran, was eventually
forced to accept a ceasefire, after the US. struck
lram's nuclear plants. U.S. President Donald
Trump, who had demanded Tehran's “uncondi-
after

Editorial

THE HINDU

Friday, June 27, 2025
CHENSNAL

The Israel-Iran ceasefire — managing the blowback

e cessation of Israel-iran hostilities,

announced by United States President

Donald Trump, sets the stage for the

denouement of the horror drama that
began on October 7, 2023, with Hamas launching
its Operation Toofan al-Agsa. While the fog of war
and rounds of ene-upmanship make the
Immediate foreground inexact, unless the
choreographers take due care, the finale is
certain to be as disruptive as the main act has
been.

Over the past 21 months, the Israel Defence
Forces (IDF), backed by the U.S., has scored a set
of spectacular though pyrrhic military victories,
In Gaza, the IDF has decimated Hamas, even as
some Israeli hostages remain in Hamas captivity.
Lebanon’s Hezbollah, considered the world's
most formidable non-state actor with an
estimated 100,000 missiles, has been neutered
with its leadership in disarray and its arsenal
#one, Syria's al-Assad regime, lsracl’s rejectionist
foe for 54 years, has been replaced by a weak
Islamist government that poses no threat to
Israel. Yemen's al-Houthis did manage o disrupt
maritime traffic and lob missiles at Israel, but
hawe been cowed down by the disproportionate
IDF and U.S. military responses. Lastly, after 12
days of high-intensity aerial exchanges, Israel and
the US claimed to have “obliterated™ the nuclear
option that Iran doggedly pursued for over two
decades. Tehran has also suffered strategie losses
of its missile force and has had targeted

tiomal surrender”, de-

lran carried out a symbolic strike on M)tllrdrl
bases in Qatar and Irag on Monday nig
The war could have far-reaching Imp]lcal ions
fior the regional order. Iran has reasserted itself as
a counterbalance to 1srael in an otherwise unipo-
lar W\.sl Asia. Tehran is Iulu.-ly o rebuild its con-
1 arsenal, bolster rel hips with Rus-
sia and China and reset tles in the region, On the
other side, Israel's over-reliance on the U.S. was
again laid bare when faced with major conven-
tional challenges. When it launched the war, it
knew that it would not be able to destroy Iran’s
nuclear facilities on its own, The U.S,, which was
participating in the defence of Israel by intercept-
fingg Iranian projectiles, joined in, giving Tel Aviv
an exit strategy. But the ULS., which has burnt its
fingers in Afghanistan, Iraq and Libya, did not
want to get entangled in another forever war,
This left Mr. Netanyahu with no other option but
to acoept a ceasefire with the regime he wanted
o overthrow. US. intelligence agencies assess
that the lranian nuclear programme has been set
back by only a few months. In effect, the war
fafled 1o deliver its objective and has brought the
situation full circle: the urgent need for a diplo-
matie solution. For diplomacy 1o succeed, the
1.8, must engage in serfous talks with credible
promises of economic benefits for Iran in return
for accepting long-term, verifiable Ilmits on its
nuclear cond, st
rein in lsrael. As long as its closest ally comtinues
1o bomb its enemies with impunity, order and
stability will remain out of reach for West Asia.

Vaccinating India

The prevalence of zero-dose children
remains high among the poor

 the bright side, vaccine coverage glo-
0 bally, between 1980 and 2023, doubled

for six diseases Including measles, polio
and wberculosis. Also, at 75% globally, there has
been a sharp fall in the number of zero-dose chil-
dren = those who have not received the first dose
of the diphtheria, tetanus, and pertussis (DTP)
vaceine - during the same time period. The num-
ber of zero-dose children is a crucial perfor-
mance marker and an indicator of vaccination
coverage inequities. Despite increased immunisa-
tion coverage over the decades, in 2023, at 1.44
mtllion, India, according to The Lancet, stll had
the second largest numbser of zero-dose children,
and is among the eight countries with over 50%
of the nearly 16 million zero-dose children global-
ly. Most of the zero-dose children globally are in
countries that are conflict-affected or with limit-
ed resources for vaccination programmes - India
has neither of the two problems. However, about
23 million bables were born in 2023 in India, the
highest in the world; in 2024, China, which has
the second highest number of newborns globally,
reported just 9.5 million newborns. Though the
number of zero-dose children is staggering,
when seen in the context of the number of new:
borns in 2023, the percentage of zero-dose chil:
dren in India is 6.2%, A study in 2021 found that
India had sharply reduced the percentage of ze-
ro-dose children, from 33.4% in 1992 to 10.0% in
2016. Before the COVIDA9 pandemic, the num-
ber of zero-dose children was 1.4 million in 2019
but this swelled to 2.7 million in 2021 and then
dropped to 1.1 million in 2022 before increasing
to 144 million in 2023,

As in the 2021 stucly, a large percentage of ze-
ro-dose children are in Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
Maharashtra, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, and
Gujarat, There is also a relatively high proportion
of them in Meghalaya, Nagaland, Mizoram and
Arunachal Pradesh. Over the years, the diffe-
rence in zero-dose children based on gender,
caste, and rural-urban status has reduced sub-
stantially. However, prevalence remains high
among the poor, mothers with low education,
Scheduled Tribes and Muslims, Focus is needed
to immunise children in hard-to-reach tribal
areas, urban slums where there is a huge migrant
population, and in reducing vaccine hesitancy
among Muslim houscholds with newborn chil-
dren. India has much work to do to meet WHO's
Immunization Agenda 2030 (120300 - halving
zero-dose children relative 1o 2019, With the
number of zero-dose children in 2023 (1.44 mil-
lion) only about nearly reaching the 2019 level of
1.4 million, India needs greater and sustained ef-
fiorts to halve this numbser in the next five years,
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fssssil of its top military personnel and
nuclear sclentists. While single-mindedly
pursuing its military options, lsrael's uwlra-right
government has ridden roughshod over the
domn.-su: opposition and brushed aside foreign
and at the
Crlmlml Court and the International Court of
Justice to put it on a legal mat.

The cotirse for Iran

‘Where does West Asia go from here?' Itisa
difficult question to answer for several reasons.
The situation, to quote Churchill, "is a riddle
wrapped in a mystery inside an enigma...” The
\tramaliu and un pm'cdcnmd wrn ofmms

e
entropy would unfold only p.lactally With the
three main stakeholders all claiming victories and
jostling fo uence over the outcome,
controlling the blowback and avolding
revanchism would be a challenge. The putative
military wictors, namely lsrael and the US., would
aim fora p ly favourable
architecture, while the countervailing forces,
including Iran, try to turn their military stalemate
intoa political victory.

Setting the future course of Iran would be the
biggest challenge for two reasons: First, as the
most populous country in the region, it is
Intrinsically important. Second, as Israel's most
implacable foe, it has been the region's biggest
disruptor and political determinant, Despite its

i a retired Indian

| economy hobbled by "maxinmum pressure”™

sanctions and a devastating war, Tehran remains
a regional geo-strategic pivot, wmu- the hlc:m

Therefore, pressure to being applied to get the
B6year-old Khamenei, at the helm for 36 years,
0] ﬁlller dlscmcﬂ)' abandon WMD ambitions or

may have publicly avowed their d

regime change in Tehran, an
regime would signify their “unfinished agenda®.
The necessity of keeping Tehran in check on

its weapons of mass destruction (WMD)
by continued and strict and

lising in West
Asia and ol affaies

Unless the
choreographers,
Tran. Isracl and
the US. take
care, the finale
is certain w be
as disruptive as
thie main act

ion by international inspections

wuuld pn.uompylm U.S., lsrael and the
pro-West regimes in [hlsmﬁuﬂ This would
create an unsteady political dynamic similar to
Traq during 1991-:2003 after Saddam's forces were
evicted from Kuwait, Purther, Tehran may
become a countervailing pole to the Pax
Americana in the region - a prospect
allalhenmh: 1o “the winner takes it all®

lutists in power in Washi and

Jerusalem.

O the other hand, having a West-leaning
regime in Tehran would be a profound gain. It
would create a comprehensive Pax Americana in
West Asa, allowing the U.5. to control the
strategic region's hydrocarbon resources.
Moreover, the huge pent-up ranian demand for
projects, merchandise and services can then be
cornered by the American multinationals, Lastly,
a friendly government would put a firm lid on the
regional proxies created by Iran in the past.

The goal of a friendly regime

Therefore, installing a friendly regime in Tehran
Is of primordial importance for lsrael and the U.S,
But this mission presents a huge dilemma.
Although large sections of its population are
palitically alienated due to corruption and the
high-handedness of authorities, as well as high
inflation, they would stand up against any foreign
occupation and imposed government. So,
boots-on-ground to effect a regime change would
be counterproductive and can be ruled out.
Moreover, attempts by the US, in the past at
forced regime changes in Afghanistan and Irag
were costly and messy failures.

Iran is a large country with a deeply
entrenched current government structure,
Though some exiled Iranian groups, such as
Pahlavi Royalists and Mujahedin al-Khalg exist,
theeir local support is highly uncertain, making an
externally sponsored takeover unlikely. There is
also a danger that destabilisation of the current
regime could unleash centrifugal forces among
various ethnic minorities such as Kurds, Azeris,
Arabs and Sunnis, who constitute nearly 40% of
the population. This would create a Libya, Sudan
and Somalia type of anarchy, which is in no one’s
interest.

Hence, the best possible scenario for the
Americans is to glacially reorient the current
regime. This would be a challenge as the radicals
supported by the Republic Guards currently
control the parliament and clergy, with the

| Supreme Leader, Ali Khamenei, favouring them.

1 power and be rey by a pro-West
Mnll-nh derate. While the hardliners in power may
resist a change at the wop at this critical juncture,

their policies have not

The two front-runners in the contest - to be
decided by the Guardian Council - are likely to
e the Supreme Leader's son, Mojtaba Khamenei
and the grandson Hassan Khomeind of Ayatollah
Khomeini, the founder of the Islamic Republic.
They are both in their fifties. While Khamenel
Junior has contimuity of lineage and policies,
Hassan Khomeini is bereft of any such
As the only transition at the Supreme Leader ||.'\’l.|
was 35 years ago, this is largely uncharted
territory, but with serious implications for the
country and the region.

The Gaza situation

The second issue awaiting resolution is the
Israel-Palestine dispute, which the recent events
have made even more convoluted. The just
concluded war with Iran would allow the IDF 1o
refocus on the Gaza situation, where mass
starvation competes with the high death wll of
civilians every day due to Israeli fire, Itis a
desperate situation. The occupled West Bank is
Facing a deteriorating situation due to Jewish
settlers on the rampage and the long-suspended
transition of the Palestine Authority under
President Mohammed Abbas, who is close 1o 90,
A post-conflict euphoria may allow Mr. Trump to
refloat his bizarre idea of mass deportation of
Gazans to build an “international riviera.” While
the bed Gazans d for
survival, it is still difficult to see this as a part of
the solution.

Thie end of the war would finally allow Isracli
sochety greater normaley, permitting an objective
and ratbonal analysis of its recent extraordinary
experiences. The clamour for the early release of
remaining hostages is likely to intensify, and the
governance and intelligence failings of the current
regime may come under harsh spotlight, Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's suspended trial
on corruption charges may resume. The
economic and social costs of the war may haunt
Israel for a long time, giving it a reality check.
Israel’s post-war recovery and political reset
towards moderation would be plvotal for the
expansion of the Abraham Accords.

After this apocalyptic conflict, the West Asian
region yearns for peace and stability. If the three
main actors, viz., Iran, Israel and the U.S. avoid
triumphalism and transit instead to moderation
and nation-building, this aspiration can be
realised. The region and the world would benefit
from lower oil prices, smoother logistics and
reduced radicalisation and terrorism. Otherwise,
the region would go back to business as usual:
cyclicity of the conflicts punctuated by an
interregmum of tense peace.

Fathoming America’s plan to manage Al proliferation

the rescission of its Framework for Al

Diffusion, a set of export controls for
Artifictal Intelligence (A technology announced
earlier this year, has been viewed as a good thing.
The Framework was considered
counterproductive to Al technology development
and diplomatic relations. However, recent
developments suggest that controls on Al are
likely to persist, albeit in different forms.

T he announcement by the United States of

A flawed blueprint

Earlier this year, during the final week of its
tenure, the Joe Biden administration announced
thie Al Diffusion Framework. Combining export
controls and export licences for Al chips and
mode] weights, it effectively viewed Al like
nuclear weapons. Under the proposed
framework, countries such as China and Russia
were embargoed, trusted allies were favoured,
and others restricted in their access to advanced
Al technology. The rationale for these rules was
that computational power dictates Al capabilities:
the greater the compute, the better the AL In the
last decade, the compute used in advanced Al
maodels has nearly doubled every 10 months.
Following this logic, for the LS, to preserve its
lead, it needed to prevent adversaries from
acquiring powerful compute while ensuring that
Al development stays within the U.S. and its close
allies.

While export controls on Al hardware
predated the framework, they were not
sweeping. The Framework aimed o tighten these
controls and establish a predictable system to
streamling regulatory processes and standardise

Hewever, impaosing such ping
restrictions, affecting adversaries and partners
alike, brought many unintended effects, proving
counterproductive.

The framework set a concerning precedent for
:ed:nolos)' cooperation with the U.S., especially
for its allies. It slsnallcd U.5. v.r.lllingnes:s o dictate
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imcentivising them to hedge against U5, actions,
Cu!lscquenl])‘. 1.5, allies had reasons to invest in
ives to the ULS, theidr

enforcement of these controls,
New provisions are reportedly under

oW Strategic atonony and lechnalosical
sovereignty.

Additionally, the framework would treat Al a
civilian technology with military applications, as
if it were a military technology with civilian uses.
Unlike muclear technology, Al innovation is
inherently civilian in its origins and international
in scope. Confining the development
geographically within the U.S. could prove
counterproductive.

Finally, the system created an enduring
incentive for the global scientific ecosystem to
develop pathways to circumvent the need for
powerful compute to make powerful Al, thereby
undermining the very lever that the U8, sought
to employ, Chinas DeepSeek RI exemplifies this,
Years Dl‘e'xptn controls spurred algorithmic :md
architectural break enabling Deey

\deration, such as on-chip features 1o
maonitor and restrict the usage of Al chips. These
could include rules at the hardware level limiting
chip functionality or restricting certain use cases.
Recently, ULS, lawmakers introduced new
legislation mandating built-in location tracking
for Al chips to prevent their illick diversion into
China, Russia and other countries of concern. In
effect, these measures seek to enforce the goals of
the Al diffusion framework technologically rather
than through trade restrictions.

The related concerns

Such measures are problematic in their own way.
New concerns related to ownership, privacy and
surveillance will prodiferate. While malicious
actors might be sufficiently motivated o
circumvent these controls, legitimate and

to rival the best Al models from the U.S. with a
fraction of the compute. Such trends can make
export controls on Al chips an ineffective policy
instrument.

It is for these reasons that the Trump
administration revoked the Al Diffusion
Framework. This is welcome news for India,
which was not fnvourably placed under the
framework. However, the underlying U.S.
thinking and approach towards Al diffusion will
likely persist, manifesting in other forms. The Al
technology race is still on, and the U5, intent 1o
restrict Chinese access to Al chips still endures.

The possible replacement

Notwithstanding the rescinded Framework, the
current U.S. administration has taken firm steps
toward further preventing Chinese access to Al
chips. For instance, in March 2025, the
administration expanded the scope of the
existing export controls and added several

beneficial use by others could be inadvertently
discouraged. Such developments undermine user
autonomy and lead to trust deficits. Just like the
old framework, this will lead to concerns about
losing strategic autonomy for any nation buying
Al chips. Yet again, both adversaries and allies
will feel compelled to hedge against their reliance
on the U.S. Al ecosystemn and invest in
alternatives,

The rescission of the Al Diffusion Framework
represents a notable policy reversal. Yet, it
appears to be more a change in tactics than a
fundamental shift in the U5, strategy 1o manage
Al proliferation. Should these
technologically-driven control measures gain
traction in LS. policy discourse and be
impl 1, they risk replicating the negative
consequences of the original Al Diffusion
Framework. Ultimately, should this path be
pursued, it would indicate that the crucial lessons
from the Framework and its eventual withdrawal
have not been fully assimilated, potentially

panies to its entity list (blacklist). It has also Jeop mc-wr)' LS. leadership in Al it
how other nations conducted their affairs, shilt in stratey released several new gui the ibly seeks to protect.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Conflict and f; ly p d to end trying to reassert its testing , which offers businesses can improve
The Iran-Israel condlict has i 24 hours” upon taking supremacy through I wish to highlight a critical faster, error-free testing. testing efficiency and
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tatters. Meanwhile, a €.G. Kuriakose, has friends. U.5, President for efficient, scalable numerous queries, Firms industry,
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At Bangkok event, a commitmen
to count every birth and death

Governments across Asia and the Pacific decide o ensure regi
in the region still do not have their births regi

across Asla and the
hursclay, signed off
rk declsion o
ensure that all births are

registered and all deaths are recorded by
2030, at the third Min uu!lt'n.'!m.'
an “ivil Reglstration and
wific, in H:uulknk
. This is u:pﬂlu! 1o bring the

cl e and resilient

The Unized i e il
registration and vial statistics as the
“CONTNOUS, PErmancnt, com| :u!-imy and
iversal recording of the occurmen ul
characteristics of vital events of the
population in accordance with the law™,

What are the vital events?

These vital events Include births, deaths
and marria divorces, besides causes
of death. The focus of the nations is on
registering

thons for any one living ina
society. Egistration grants
individuals formal legal recognition,

ial rights and

th services, Death
th,
F

supporting families with matters suc
inheritance, insurance and other

Decade” to t.ﬁ eve mn-lnllu pheture!
The decadal progress was
review that was thei
publication kst wee
In her pwhu' 0]

registration and vital statistics (CRVS)
stems help protect populations in
le

st uations, is birth and

af the Sus
(SDGs), B
intergenerational impact, empowering
registered maothe 5 10} Secure legal identity
and right ki

cles of invisibiliy and exclusion,

a\|l:~].1|l|‘all<l sald the ID c:lrd is the
imporiant part of every one's wallet
as such i goes e
Theere have be
many countries that have led o
regis
suceesses have come as a result of
collaborative work in the region and
learning from each other's work
As a result, over the past dee. inthe
countries in the Asla Pacific reglon, the
number of children under five who are

ore than G0%. 29 countries currently
have reported over 0% registration of
births in a year, and 30 countries have
achieved this for death registration, The
quality of cause of death reporting has

IENCE QUIZ

sred by their first birthd:

Planning ahead: The thind Minks

abso significamtly improved, the
acknowledged.

However, despite this progress, an
estimated 14 million children across the
region still do not have their binths
registered by their first birthday, Every
yedl approximate 6.9 million deaths
also go unrecorded.

Extenslon of deadline
ponding 1o a questio
the programme, Ms, Alisjhba
“We have been very fortunate in s
it progress, anc political will and
estments in this decade. They have

|1.|I:I[|Il il e s a lot of work to be
done yet, and there is in place a very good
mamen to accelerate operations and
digitalisation to ensure registration. So the
col s amaong member nations |
extend it o 20007

With the chosen decade complete, but

¥ the future of

Declaration
roadmap to 2080, 1 of the dec
with peogpbe ar the centre. It calls for
Inclusive and accessible service delivery,
harnessing the power of digital
strengthening begal

nd budlding inter- Hll'l able

siend

provided commitments to e |1mr|w:
gender equity in registration,
safeguarding personal data and priva

Indian seenario
Ii: India, the Regilstra
Census Commissioner

seneral and
s responsible for
he production
s, The Ministry of

supports the 1‘1\-|! registration sys
providing incentives for registration,
manpower and logistics support under
the National Health Mission, There is no
fee For birth regi:
preseribed period of 21 days, although
[t'u for birth certificates may vary
according to State/k

he Innclia
mvechanism w
2015, while a national CRVS strategy and a
comprehensive assessment are still in
progress. In 2000, the Office of the
lentified challenges
of awareness regarding the

Here is a quiz on migraines and headaches

Athira Elssa Johnson warning signs = such as fashes of
light o tingling — that may happen

= before a migraine?

QUESTION 1 L9

What is one key difference between a QUESTION &

migraing and a tension headache?

QUESTION 2 in some people?
Namie & comman triggee that can lead &
o migraine attacks. QUESTION T
Wihat ks photophobla, a sym
QUESTION 3 often seen during migr
The introduction of inthe 1990 &
revelutionised the treatment of QUESTION &
migraines by specifically targeting How can Hng a ache diary’

Serotonin receptons help someane with fregquent
. migraines?

QUESTION 4 Y

Migraines can Sometimes oo QUESTION 8

without any head pain, True or False ¥

QUESTION S

What is the term for the sensory
cM
K

Can strong smells (ke perfumes or
cleaning products trigger migraines

What daoes the term "chranic
migraine” mean?

V) N appre

il Statistics for Adla and the

Civil registration and vital staistics
systems help protect populations in
vulnerable situations, as birth and

[ e reghstration can serve as
salfepuards againse chikd marriage,
rafficking and modern skvery by
veriiving age and identiey

ARMIDA SALSIAN .\umllla“
Unader Secretary-Geneval, LN

deatl

need and importance of registration, low
priority accorded 1 tem of chvil

departments a ||1:I low level urn-pnrtlng by
reglstrath bee

To tackle tlwu Issues, several inst
Inftiatives were launched. Among these

application for online and offline
registration of birth and :Irmh covering
the ent Inl gt of t!u- I registration

i generation of siatstical
wrts, In addition, a new
project on data digitisation is being
implemented, with the support of

Act, 196

proactive polich
births had inc
I!k Ik ghnning of the CRVS decade o over
he sald,

ration of all vital events of the population by 2030; an estimated 14 million children
ate 6.9 million deaths go unrecorded

lic was held in Banjkok, Thalland, X\@isiiscar

univunll registrition possible across the
country, The registration of births and
andatory under the

and Deaths (RBD)

anwd amendments toit, have
made possible digial registration of births
anel deaths and the recognition of
electronie documen
safely and securely
all, obwiating the need for presenting hard
coples of docy
Inn Inelia, bega
registration of adopted, orphaned,
abandoned, surrendered, and surrogate
e chilldren, along w
TS OF unma;
made mandatory for medi
wtions to provide cause of death
certificates to the Registrar, He added that
i new central C lws portal had been

that can be stored

in the Digilocker by

WS, .
provisions now cover the

children of single
rhed mothers. It has
1

he registration of
sed from just over B6% at

ticipants at the Mindsterial
e a strong pitch for

ensuring registration for all children

F, to keep old record

help in storage of regl
Formeat and allow easy access (o the
records,

Dgltal transformation

bana earlier acknowledged

In response to a question from The

Hindu, that India with its strength and

leadership in digital transformation has

helped a lot with rolling out a CRVS

sy eim that can be i )]um nted digally.
anja Sejersen n, ESCAR, who

spoke to r-:uﬁs. ‘d:mu with Ms,
Allghijaliba i, the wse of technalogy
has been super helpful in certain

cing the principle of

registration, but in other countries, could

be a stumbling block, There has been,
sinee the lunch of the decade of CRVS, a
broader push for linking digial

rrespective of the many v.lrLllsllﬂh.ﬂ
may make it difficult f
register thelr births
shouldn’t be the reason we res
nvisible,” they s
As the confere rwc wotind to &
conclusion, the natlons” commitments
seemed solid, If com

regdst
The wnnhul\drulnl Turaga, 31lnlau for
wndd Acting Atormey General, Fiji,
adddress at the Ministerial

w0 home though, to every
“The progress of the decade was
only possible because of shared

W in the reglon, As we look
ahead to 2030, together we can ensure
that every person in our region is seen
heard and counted.”

in

(9

Visual
question: This
1Tth-century
British
physician
sudied the
brain and was
one of the first
1o say that
migraines
coma from the
birain and not
the stamach,
a3 people used
to think. Who
i v ? wasaMEDu
COMMONS

(This reporter was at Bangkok at the
itation of U AP,
Cramyir. hummmuiln-ﬁrmm co.in)

Please send in you

Mhence@thy

Questions and Answers to the previous
editlon's dally quiz:
1. Allerghes are caused by an overreaction of
the immune system to substances that are
usually harmless, Ans: true 2. The hormone
s used as emedgency treatment for
anaphylaxis, Ans: Epinephrine 3. Which
antibody s primarily involved in Mlergic
responses! Ans: Immuneglebulin £ (IgE) 4
What type of medication is commaonly used to
relieve mild allengy? Ans: Antihlstamines 5
MName one commaon evirenmental allergen
Ans: pollen, dust mites 6, Which s a
symiptom of allergle rvinitis? Ans: Runny
nese 7. What is the severe symptem of allergy
T Ans: anaphylanls & Can allergies be cured
permanently? Ans: No 9. What does
“Hypoallergenic products® mean T Ans:
Products designed te minimise rl
10, Name any three allergy tests. Ansz skin
prick tests, intradermal tests, and patch
tests Visual: Wha introduced the term
“allergy” in 1906 Ans: Clemens von Plrguet

that found a |
asthma in night 5I|-||_1-|n|>||r.«'s GETTYIMAGES

Study ﬁnds
link between
night shifts
and asthma
in women

ent study has found a
A correlation between working night

shifts and asthma, especially in

The study, Tncreased risk of asthma in
female night shift workers' published in

ERJ Open Research, based its findings on
cross-sectional data from over 2,580,000
LK. Biobank participants.

In night shift 11|||,ﬂslyu 5.
Ilm runnd

one other asthma treatment, such as an
oral sterobd),

The findings
Led by Robert Maldstone of the University
of Manchester, UK., the study found that
women who worked night shifts were
morne prone o moderate o severe asthma,
Women wha only worked night shifis
weere found to be around S0% more likely
1o sudfer from moderate or severe asthma
ha onlly worked in
it has been
dult women than
n are prone o asthma the reason for
i clusive,
hers belleve that
[ sex harmone, hi
|m1hk tive ;'llﬂl that prevents asthma
sted that

apni.lIN in treating allergies, concurs
with the findings of the study. He exp

that our body ks regulated by the circadian
rhythm dthe imernal clock managing the
sleeprwake process), Whe rRON's
chreadian rhythm changes as in the case of
those working night shifts, they end up
-mrimngg from a number of health issues

linked with an increased risk of
developing for asthma according to the

United States Natdonal Heart, Lang, and
Blood Institute, "Obesity is common due
1o loss of normal sleep patterns,” sald Dr.
Sridharan, adding: “What | am seeing ks
nilght duty people rum miore asthima and
IL-.si anImIll th

Pulmonologist M
sabd he had treane
work night shifis and presented with
severe asthma. “We have not understood
the corvelation in India because we don’t
I:.m- that many cases presented to our
g fan” hee says,

“We e 1o wait for larger studies from
Inclia in order to establish such a link. We
need indepth, robust randomised studies
i lirect correlation. A similar,
achy in India would help o
stankd the correlation between
asthma and night shifes,” he says.

M . ||nI||u{ o the \I"mlll Health
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Jke

enable pm;-h
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(sujatha.ri@thehindu.co.in)

For ferdback and suggestions
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of them in Meghalaya, Nagaland,
Arunachal Pradesh. Over the years,
rence in zero-dose children based on gender,
caste, and rurab-urban status has reduced sub
flly. However, prevalence remains higl
among the poor, mo ducation,
Scheduled Tribes needed
10 immunise children in hard-w-reach tribal
areas, where there is a huge migrant
popuiaton, and in reducing vaceine heshancy
among Muslir with newborn d
dren. India ms murl: ‘work to do to meet \VHO‘
on Agenda 2030 (IA2030) - halving
[i\\' |n 2019, With the
gumber o ero dose 2023 (1,44 il
) onky about mearty reaching the 2019 level of
ummmu India needs greater and sustained ef-
fori 10 e his umber n he e e years,

'[Inz !r.mw.-\\'mkwl @ concarming precedent for
on especially

maore a change

in tactics than a p

isting export controls and added several

for s alls

how other MHNH conducted their affairs,

L

Conflict and aftermath
The Iran-israel conflict has
virtualw left the nuclear

(blacklist). It has also

withdrawal
il

, potentia
Ieadership in ALt

shift in st

the

P taend
in 24 hours" upon taking

supremacy through

ling.
1 wish 1o highlight 2 citical

jeopar
ostensibly

autamation, which offers
faster, ('nurlr:'(‘l:‘i(my,

businesses can improve
testing ffidercy and

office — has been relegated | intimidation.

tatters. Meanwie, a
wel-scripted agenda of
genocide continues in Gaza.
i another matierthat the
Ukraine war —

Preisident Trump bt

Frid:
xRl

oM
K
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€.G. Kuriakose,

,asittoo | the IT industry. As demand
has friends. LS. President
Donal

testingin | especially for
vamungmnmsmm

for efficient, scalable

cencentrate more
The direct involvement of
h

state of America's economy.

solutions grows,
automation testing is
becoming essential. The
future

an the

ind coding to drive

power staff to meet the
:mHenges of the tech

numerous queries, Firms | industry.
mustinestin upskiling | vivek M. Jain,
staff in automation tools hennai

Letters emailed ta

the US. inthe conflictis an | Govardhana Myneedu, innovation
indication thatthe US.is | Viaywada Andha pdesh | assurance lies in & this shit,
| »
9

Is voter registration being subject to fraud?

eginning with the Maharashira
Assembly elections last year,

in electoral rolls. Th
Rahul Gandhi, and others have raised the matter
hinside and outside Parliament. The
Ce dia (ECH has
ible to tamper with
wo days ago, it issued

\'\)wr rolls. Tw
for holding Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
electoral rolls in Bihar for the Assembly
electionsto en [

u'llnmludm.a“d w

P
rocess of addition or
dplmmmrpl.»cmmun]wmmmhmu s voter

3 regis g subject 10 fraud? Praveen
Former 15 (lukm\'.m\'.md Rangarajan . discuss the
officer and question ina conversation moderated by

suthor af Sreeparna Chakrabarty. Edited excerpts:

‘Courseware o

Pl M. Chakravarty, levs start with you. You

simplifed have studied and written on the Maharashtra
Assembly elections extensively. What are
your major concerns?

‘Praveen Chakravarty: The main issue that the
and the Leader of the Opposi
Rahul Gandhi, have raised about the 2024
Maharashira Assembly elections is that there
‘was an abnormal, sudden, and almost
nable increase in the number of
eletors. It was a statitical oulie, an anormaly.
“The Maharaslitra Assembly elections wer
el just six months after the Lok Sabha polls. A
group of people voted in Maharashtra for the
sabha clections. Six months later, while
there may be some more people voting during
the Assembly elections, you don't expect the
number 1o rise in an alarming way. But that is
exactly what we found. There was an inc
'more than 40 lakh voters in just those months. It
is not the number 40 lakh in absolute terms that
Issignifica.In the prevous veyear, the ozl
‘number of new voters added in Maha
wasonly32lakh. S s thisnew increzse |ug.m\v
Under what co i do new voters
register? When e ECTadds voters, 80.90% of
them are either those tuming 18 or adults who
‘had not enroled before. Did lakhs and lakhs of
peoplein Maharashasuddenly tum S or
decide 1o become new voters in just five

ase of

in Akola, o

while they were not to be found in the ulmlous
rs?’ id

five years? Who are these new

v vo

they come from? How did they
documents were checked? Were they verified?

Rangarajan R.: As far as the electoral rolls are

Power, perception, precision:
notes from covering a plane crash

As national and i

tocover the plane crash, volunteers swu

Abliinay Deshpande

Mmr s uull.lsl dea.
The

ome
dlines. a crash
innoﬂlchllmdem :l\i\lremam

etched in my memory not only because
of the scale of the tragedy
pares anyone to see an acci
that magnitude, with so many grieving fa-
milies — but for other reasons as well,
On the afternoon of June 12, when the
Air India flight bound for London
erashed into a medical college shortly af-
tertake offin Ahmedabad, | was assigned
10 cover the incident lull age of tech-
nology, where reporters are ‘.mm ©
3\lm|\1emvda[mmleallwmc.mll os

into action

There were people everywhere offer-
ing help in different ways. Volunteers
from various Hindu organisations, in-
cluding _the b Swjamsersk
Sangh, the Vishva Hindu Parishad, and
local NGOs, along with a fm Muslim
groups, ensured that food, buttermilk.
cold drinks, and glucose-infsed wat

were being supplied at the hospital round
the clock, One scorching afternoon,
while 1 e outside the eargue, a man
tapped my shoulder and insisted that 1
se water. That small gesture
others like it revealed the

effort.

The premises were always kept cdean.
Every time someone drank hnmnm K or
water and empty bot

the mobile phone. Whether we are cover.
5,

ally
Tethered to our devkce. W e them th
mail stories, shoot videos, click photo:
graphs, make dozensof calls, and coordi-
nate with the newsroom. As our biggest
fear is that our phone battery will die, v
ery ane of us has a power bank, This has
become as essential as a press card. Many
journalists carry multiple backups and
some even lug around the monstrous
50,000 mAh power bricks that resemble
minkinverters. Our phones are our
ifelines.
I went to the accident site prepared,
with a bag full of devices. et during the
rs at the erash site and at Ahme.
were
brought in for identification and autopsy,
1didn’t use my power bank,
This because lht.-r'. wasn't

tle aside, or looked around f[ll' a trash
can, housekeeping stail would appear
out of nowhere to dear it. With
e, every piece of waste was disposed
of, o matir how Tomded of chaoticthe
m.m- and the si
short, the vmm mmz!n tragedy in
vecent times fa Indla was being mdw
on the ground with preck
though,Inretrospect, | realised thx e

tlown into the politically significant State
of GUarar,which has heeh govemed by
the Bharatiya Janata Party for decades
and is the home turf of both Prime Minis-
Narendra Modi and Union Home M
nister Amit Shah. Any photograph or
short video clipof  stray bote or pile of
trash II.'H un‘lm.udu'd in one of Asia’s lar-
gest pu 4)\|N.|L$ mmd fave cosily

work. y insyne
with my energy reserves. Yet somehow, 1
managed. This is because help came
from an unexpected sour exten
sion baards scattered across the haspital
premises. They were ot therespe

,;.mm sy ! astray bottle
cobiing & polical scaerent.
r\l\(l that, it seemed, was not a risk
anyone was willing 1 take.

What stayed with me was not just the
sarrow of the families, but also the man:

+ in which the tragedy was handled.
Even amid the grief, the quiet control be-

tension boards gave everyone romen:
1o recharge erally and iguratively.
oM
K

Text&Context

NEWS IN NUMBER

Z

cances mcd agree that there may be some
say that the entire voter

m.'-sum ion mcess could t:c f\ldw:d and uvuM
P chi

To clean up the
inclusions and exclusions and ensure u
cormectness, a detailed physk
astheone planned by the E
required

RANGARAJAN

I rolls of wrongful
nost

C: I think there is a lot of cong al
misunderstnding round i suc. Fim going
peak as a data scientist. While Mr.
T

€3

failure of a party's organisational wing 1o check,
cross-check, and file appeals cannot absolve a
constitutional authority of their responsibility.

Mo, Chakaary,you bavebeen aking for
electoral rol enin
‘machine readable format for ot the Lok
Sabha and Assembly polls. You have also
been demanding CCTV footage after 5 p.m.
claiming that there is a surge in voter turnout
after that. Could you explain these demands?

‘We are asking for it o be In digital or
michine readable forma because hey (EC) can

mmman quoting
rightly pointed out some figures for 2004, 2009,
2014, and 2024, what he did not mention is the
context of the 40 lakh increase. All numbers
ext. Trends and not levels are
important to understand big data.

2004, when 30 lakh voters were added in
hs between the Lok Sabha and
»\wanlvl)'e\ccmlls do you know how many

lm hr ‘The Hindu data mm rvuhln:ml an e

the previous five years? 61
akh voters, wice. In 2009, when 30 lakh voters

images or papers and
sk ot (the party) to go manage it

Regarding your second point, we are saying
and we have shown using the ECI's summary
data - that there is an abniormal surge. We also
'krmw that there was some shmm!nl increase in

ng happened after v, st or s it

Dot the neponabilty of s cocsinsionsl bods to
preserve the trust and confidence of the
insttution by coming out and saing here i the
footage we n\w. question, BIP

Hections and before the Assembly eectans n
2004, They found that during 2004, there were
30 lakh new voters added in a period of five
months. In 2009, between April and October, 30
lakh voters were added. In 204, between April
and October, 27 lakh voters were added.
Between April and November 2024, 40 lakh
voters were added.

One reason why there could have beena

sudden spurt s that the cut-off date for enrol
h was earler January ery year, has.

been made quarterly. 5o that could have played

asmalla wtant role in the increase. | am

not claiming that the electoral rolls are
abolurely fine, bt there areenough checks
. As someone who has work
\‘ il services and has conducted elections, l am
not for a minite saying that everything is
hunky-dory and no reforms are required. There
are alot of reforms required. Aadhaar seeding
has probably helped in reducing issues in
databases such as PAN. There are valid concerns:
secdingthe Aochar daabase o te

were added ir
were added in the previous five years. In 201,
when 27 lakl new voters were added in the five
months, 48 lakh voters were added in the

ars. So, the statistical anomaly
pointing out here is not the 40 lakh. It

ver asked
the BJP to respond. \u-‘mmt_\—dshm; the ECI.

‘The ECI has said that beginning with the
Bihar Assembly elections later this year,

vaters in five months than in five full years.
In Maharashtra, fertility levels have been
ing for the last two decades. This means
total number of newborns would have only
d ear. This al eans that the

country. this?

“This is a tacit admission by the ECI that all is
not well with the electoral rolls. Also, is this the
sght way to ciean p th rolls? This s as good as

number of people turning 18 would have
decreased from 2004, The population may
increase, but the number of people turning 18
ol have decreased. My smplepoi I

the last 20 years of voter roll n'vlslnzmdvﬁlml
and were just going to start afresh,

RR: To clean up the lectoral rollsof wrongtul

s humanly impossibi
produce that many m(:m u«)p!e n fve moruhs
n in the previous five years.

o Reganding your quesion about whethér

orrectness, a detalled physical exerc
ieone plaed by he ECI for Bar s leqmmd
[mnsmmmmm o allegatior

g

o s sayhere s  burglary n your o
010 the polics "o e complaint Whit
{the olice saton mmul 0 you and said, your

abou

electoral rolls, but that

forward 1 ensure that here e no duphéates,
\llul Fullm.lmw!!ﬂr« not allowed, but the big

addressed carefully.

The ECI has said that it is nearly impossible
to tamper with electoral rolls and has asked
why the Congress did

S0 we can't

of the ruling
To overcome such s\\:us.nwus it must be
Sons ina s an

rge. While

anything’ The EC1 hasa

responsibility to conduct free and fair elections

in this country. If all the r\npmm'hi

outsourced to political parti
independe

should be much stronger than what itis.

process when the final rolls were shared for
the Maharashtra Assembly polls. What is
your response o that, Mr. Chakravarty?

THE WEEK
monsoon night

RR: First, di dit to The Hindu,
data teany’s article does mention these increases
that Mr. Chakravarty talked about. However, |

agree that i there s indeed an anomaly, 1

FIFTY YEARS AGO JUNE 27, 1975

President proclaims national
Emergency

Nm Deltd June 26 A akonal Buesgerey was
day in the face of what

hn.mm. for a long time, leadi

ing to viokence
normal life.

IENNAL+ www.thehindu.com « Friday, Ju

. EMMANUAL YOGN!

= Windu,

Afier a hurriedly summoned Cabinet

m«um:n 5a.m. at the Prime Minister's
residence, the President issued the

I’rm. IF||][MZ!IIU|dt.'I' Article 352(1) of the
nstitution declaring that a “grave

erchy the security of

zenty. Tm sh(mlnmmup Tnd partici
in this exercise as much as possible Lopies a0
robust electoral roll.

To listen to the full interview
Scan the code or g to the link
v dhehinducon

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JUNE 27, 1925
Anglo-Indians’ grievances

Bomibay, June 26: Lt Col HLAJ. Gidney,leader of
the: which is

W
A number of preventive arrests have been

proceeding to England to-morrow, addressed a
of the

made by the Central and
The ed the State
Governments and Union Tervitori

administrations (o use the emergency powers
for the maintenance of law and order and the
unity of the nation.

une 27, 2025

Domiciled Community of Bombay, this ev
at the Sir Cowasji Jehangir Hall, when he
explained the grievances of the community and
the objects of the deputation.

Percentage drop in
Amarnath Yatra
registration

i per cent. J4K Lieutenant
Thursday, said there has been
adropin pilgrim registration for ths year's
Amarnath Yatra in the wake of the
Pahalgam terror attack. He said atound

ook oate o

Number of donkeys
annually slaughtered
for Chinese medicine
In milion. Almost sixilion
for Chinese medicine, with severe

effects for Alrican villagers, a UK.-based
chasity said. China, whase donke;

Number of registered

unrecognised parties
to be delisted by EC

34

The Election
Commission on
Thursday said it has

Arrests in drug-related  Mule
offences in the last

4-5 months in Delhi

Moce than
mnus.md prﬁph‘
bank accounts in over 7

dlug related offences were mnmmme branches nationwide, which are bemg
el

last four Rekha ams.
Gupta said on Thursday. She pmu-u the  involving digial thefs lmm:u\n/u

ezt b e
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Natos new targets
Higher spending pledge masks discrepancics

Amerlcan President Donald T Lk g
annuaannhMl.a.nucM(u“ Ezathon (Navo) it which
Hague on June 25, marks a significant shift from his combative stance during his
first termy, The broad pend § percent of gross domestic
product (GDP)anmually on defence by 2035 addresses the American President's
contentlon — Inslstently ralsed in his first term (2047-21) — that the United States
(US) was dolng the heavy liing in the alliance, This pledge and the overt fattery
adroitly heaped on Mr Trump by Nato General Secretary Mark Rutte, who chaired
the meeting for the lirst time, appear to have d hetrlck. histhreat
requit Natoduring his first term, Mr Trump reaffirmed .'\:!:crk‘a (] modmcluuplwld
Article 5 of the Washington Treaty, the all-lmp o

chefence, Given that LS defenc two-thirds
of defence spending of the aJII.u.noe a8 o whele, Mr‘Trump'u buy-in was critical for
the future of Nato In the Paccafkunuln‘lupnndumrylhmtllnomml Europe,

alwin”atthe

s

Though Wednesday 1i wer the current
goal of 2 perctn! whl-ch um appruw.‘d at the Na!o summit in Wales in 2004, the
methocof il v, Target spend-

Ingon"core deﬂ:m mqulmmcntn - that Ls.tmupn nnduw!unathntarecmmd
undertheold 2 percent target — has been Increased to 3.5 per cent by 2035, Tomeet
the US President’s demands for a § per cent target, Mato has committed itself to
spending a further 1.5 per cent of GDP on security-related investment — such as
adapting critical Infrastructure tmndl. brldiges, and ports) for military use, cyber
security, and protecting energy pipell ] Iy the E: Unien will
allow members to mise defence npem:llng byl %muntul(‘-npmh vear for the
mext four years withowt invoking the disciplinary steps agalnst defichts crossing 3
percent ol GDP,

Even these differentiated targets, howeves, would require major spending
Increases within NMato. Collectively, the alliance spent 26 percent, arahuut $.3 lrll
liom, of GIDP ut
ing dispurities amnnu individunl members. For instance, Poland (4,12 ey oentl.
Estonia{3.43), and Latvia (3.15), countries on the Russlan frontline, are among the
three largest spenders as a proportion of thelr GDP, At the bottom of the list comes
Spaln Europe's fifth-largest country by GDP, which spends 1.28 per cent ol GDI.

T s point o e healliance. Spain, thesole dissenter,

STAY INFORMED THROUGH THE DAY (0 Www BUSINES §-STANDARD. COM
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Tax collections moderating?

The rise in personal income tax collections is encouraging,

but sustaining it may be challenging

Arecent press release on direct tax collectlons up 1o
June 19 suggests o moderation In collections, Netcal-
lectlons are reported (o be 1.59 per cent lower than
those in the previous financial year, stidbuted 1o 8
dicline In corporation tax collections. 18 this a shoe-
term fuctuatlon, or are there some other factors at
play?[.onluna at the annual growth In revenue collec-

ARG, 00 lax

VI, ron-cory d

ILLLISTIRATION: BIMAY $0800 8

grins, The annual Incomes reported In lnonmﬂax

than of the ax struciuire, This should be reflected in
ST

In PIT aven :nmmme ratlog of GET and PIT 10 GDP
hiar

Income-tax murnmy indivicuals and firms taken
together has been increasing ar about 1213 per cent
[rom AY 202122 1oAY 202324, SURBERUNE Lhist Lrends
InGST s and1 areln
line with each other and moderntely higher than the
naminal growth of GDP. In contrast, the tas-to-GDP
il for T has shown aslight decline,

Glventh hinprT
wuuld d.epend an sumuned expanalon In taxable
ALl L

supmn salary Income and cunmhuun to business
Income us well. A few emerging challenges on this
front are worth highllghting:

1. Linc {

Teturns O ASSESSMEnt Year 2023-24 —
financlal year 2022-23 — suggest that uala.rylnwmen
account for 530 per cent of total reported Income,
while business income accounts for 20.7 per cent,
Although data for subsequent years s not avidlable, it
s Imporant o understand possible trends in these
rwocategories of Income,

lable [nformation on trends In wages and

1
and cantral goods and services tax (CGST), there 8o
clear moderatlon in revenues from CIT
and CGET,CIT growth fell from 15 percent
In 2022-23 to B per cent In 2024-25.
CGET from 21 per cent 1o 10 per cent
duringthe same period. The performance
of PIT s been comparatively betmer — 20
percent and 17 per cent., respectively,
Quarterly tax-to-GDP ratlos echo
these differences, The chart shows the
matlo of quarterly tax collections (as

reported In the Controller General of R KAVITA RAD

Accounts’ moathly report) as a percen-
age of quarterly GDP estimates for the
period since 2008-19. Frorm this figure, It s clear that
corpnmlm tax oalleulom wre volatle, Muctusting

hnamtedtha! It can meet its military capability Wumby!peudm;lm ﬂ:nntmr
cent ol GDP, Tobe sure, Natostill outspends Russla,
siqgmillionin o2, ?pcronntof(‘ﬁl‘ Butcrltl.cn hmnugmdthmmmtm
yhe inth . Forone, Ukralne President Vol
odymyr Zelenskyy, whomet Mr Trumpon the sidelines and recedved a reaffirmation
of support in the Hague Summit Declaration as a “partner country”, does not see It
a8 i major detervent 1o Viadimlr Putin's imperial iredentism. Indesd, the outcome
of the Ukrine-Russia war could be the real test of Nato's spending commitments,

The income question
Ahouschold survey togange camnings is welcome but challenging

“The Minisery of Stutstlcs and , atlon d
hensive household ) 1¢ SUT eely wklcku(fnmwnr
Thellnd.inunafanalll din el Id | critical struc-

tural shifts in the spending capacities of th ":mmt
derive critieal metrics ke poverty inclden ce, the edent of Income Inequality, and
wrban/rural households’ general well-being. Debates about whether economic
growth s liling all boats, or whether the trickle-down effect s evident, tend to be
uhnrp andcontentious but seldom based on eredible data. Instead, proxiessuch s
1 Consumption . reSurvey (HEES) orthed
fillngs, are relied on. ‘I‘rqurId Inequallty Lab, which uses the latter along with
national income and other surveys, has estimated inequality declined in India
between 1947 and the early 19808, before reversing course and widening dramati-
cally over the last 25 years. By 2022-23, the Lab's researchers reckoned, India's top
10 per cent earners got close bo 60 per cent ol nutlonal income, while the bottom 50
per cent recelved only 15 per cent. However, they noted that the data quality was
poor or simply absent, like the shelved results of the 2017-18 HCES,

To be sure, this Is not the first attempt at inonme surveys — witha ha.nd!‘ulaf

pllots since 1955 fmdling to take off, Rece) nm

in two huunchold surveys between 1961 and 1970, only for that component tnbe
ipped. Th bt I were

Iumrmnnmwmldﬂ' bired B The wnder-

Iying challenge remains mimmmcnw Indiuldunharenut comfortable

sharing thelrexact income detalls even with those they are sequainted with, leave
alone a government enumerator. Most high-Income eamers tend to understite
Incomes, not in the beast for fear of attracting tax sleuths. Surmounting this relue-
tance will be fundamental for the survey's eredibllity and hence the National

The PIT sl Searupwird trend
with some il Inicom-
parison, revenues from Central GST show a modest
Increase, with a elear moderatlon In performance in
the last few quarters.

What can we read from these trends? The dispro-
portlonate improvement in PIT ks a positive develop-
ment, which needs w be underitood, The major
sources of Income that constitute thebase for Income
taxation are salarles, business Income, and caplial

Euarhri\r tax-to-GDgTratlo (%)

A1 425
Source; Contreller Ceneral of Arcaunts

salurles from the WTW Salary Budget Planning
Report suggests that salarles grew by 8.5
Percent n 2021, 9.8 per cent in 2022, 10
per cent 2023, and 9.5 per cent In 2024,
The survey for 2025 SUEZESLS an averige
Increase of 0.5 per cent. The Increase In
salaries s reported eould parntly necount
Tesrthe chaerved upward trends In PIT. 1F
the expectatbons for growth in salarles
Tor 2025 are realised, any risk to tx rev-
enue performance would arise from

pemLﬂ and even ratchet up perodically, American
wrlt lons have created In
hnlh the level of global demand and the potential
FEsIE I g of nupply chalnu n :he ahart teem,
thesech ppartunities
might ememe Inthe medlum nerrn, The recent con-
flict between lseaed and ran adds o fresh new dimen-
slon of uncertalnty, Within the last week. we have
movied from a state of helghtened uncertainty wan
uneasy lull, It s not clear whether the censefire will
hald, Such a conflict, wa, would have a slgnificant
Impw on the Indlan economy — [he dlrecr lmp«:l

amamlluwrlm I.nﬂarlm. :

su basls podnes and the cash reserve ratio h?’ 100 basls
polnts, 1t is hoped that these changes would encour-
age Ilwealmen: in the economy. Mtchlam In the

might
A

Y - I have

moderation n growth ofemplnymenl
which. Inturn, In
sl nesses,

Turning to business Income, one medium-term
dactorthat needs o be consldered s the Impact of the
Ingroduction of GST, Two possibleeffects can be con-
celved of, First, the Introduet lon of GST could have led
rothe formallsatlon of economie activity, resulting in
Improved revenue collections In Income tax — this
could be consldered o correctlon, as hitherto
Informal Incomes now translilon Into the formal

Omcethe| plete, the stimulus

igh growth In revenue would taper off, Aler-

natively, higher growth in the ecoanmy could he a
ol

licy
put Into let!yhu[h lhe Unlon and state govern:
ments, Thesalnchude free food, health care, free elec-
teleity and !'reehua‘panlen Iy BOME SLMER, I’\mhler.a

allsed, With such initlatives, It Is expected that avall-
able Income could be used for other purposes,
stimulating demand for a range of taxable goods and
services. The steady pace of growth In GST revenues,
however, does not provide evidence of such astlmu-
lus. Further, if some of the schemes are reviewed and
withdrawn In a few years, it can have a rwnal!ve
Impact on -and, by I
s trough
4[~|.rsally by Tinancial yens, ¥
dhialel fovr Inscl bvieduiala s bewn rabsed. Ind hiduals

result of higher effick

<GSt “
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ExEE

India’s mutual fund paradox

nlemulual h.lluilnd.uuryhexperlendnnn exuber-

higher relative rerums — ﬁ.ll’[he!’ widening the gap

Vassetsunder ALIM) sur-
r.lng to a7 trilllon by March 2025 from 2123 tdlllon
in April 2004, This decade of strong growth has
pushed AUMs o 31 percen:ufha.nknqmuﬁ.whm
:] I\Iuh tble
Yet, the asset a

Three, fnndpertormaace hmheen mixed, Over
1hepancne.three and fiveyears, mn)‘lndl&nemlw
mmuitual furd underper benchmark
Indlces. Mmmmhxns.mlvabotu mpe:uwuf
equugmu:ual'\l d b thelr resy

where Km

" I ——

Why Is the Industry's glass appearing halrrnll'r

with largecap fu he high-

with Incomes between €7 lakh and 12 lakh would
have no lability to pay income . Further, the diver-
gence between liabilities under theeld regime and the
new tﬂnme hulnc:eaml. lmpwlm:alllneirmn from

reduc:

tlan |

Inother words, amodemlm Inthemh af PIT
appears imminent.

i Pubilie
Finance and Policy, Nwl)ell'n Theviews are personal

and Zerodha are enterlng or expanding thelr pres-
ence — while some, like BlackRock, are re-entering
In partnership with Mo,
Undlkethedr global counterparts — many of whom
were detesred by Indla's fee caps and regulatory con-
atralnts — these domestlc players are taking a long-
term view, seelng the glass as half full. They have
focused on the burgeoning ALM: Over the past

et rate aroulpetﬂ:mwnce at7Le fercenl for that
month, while smallcap iy |

First compandes find it hard — but not lmy

Just10] Cver longer perlods, s

make meney, An educated guess optl-
mlstically puts the Industey profits at
25,000 crore, with the 10 largest players
naklng bn 6o per cent of this pool,

The reasons are well documented,
Tlrst, nsser Management companbes

¥

decade, the Industry's AUM has grown at @ robust
d annual h rate of around

largely driven nmngmallhawpmlélmm.
o i el fromm around EE000

five years, P
has been limited to a select group of
funds. For example, only arou 31

cmlnIﬁ'zlwwtum:c:owlnl’\!‘l&ﬁpuuhla
ay

equity mutual funds ly ous
performed thelr benchmarks acram
three-, five-, and seven-year perlods,

ctlve
Illkon (6, llrIIIt I Inaflovws clrd l
perlad, even stinutlonal pullied
out 14,6 bllllon, | n'haaemrermeen 1o be serviced.
domestie players in the asset mangge-
ment industry are willing to expand beyond metro
cltlen, capturing growth from India's smaller towns

Sampe Survey Office (NSS0) must addres this foremosl. In South Alrica, which (AMs) come under strlet regulatory with Just a handful of largecap, contra,
carvbes out acombined Income and Expenditure Survey, the response rate is lower oversight from the Securitles and focused, large & mildeap, and mideap
forqp it bivi ditlons, includi than It Is for spending-pat- Exchange Board of Indla {Sehl), which fundsachlevingthis feat, This has aocel-
e | e s e
1‘:&’;;‘!"‘“‘1"“1"“” ahonﬂdtocna’tt::::tt:m nﬁmplulu i unl[\::!r:: caps management feesthrough the el THE exchange-traded I'Lmdn further driving
uals with multiple-Income sources, with some yleldlnu seasonal inflows or “in :3.?&'2‘5;’;“&,’3&”;“ \ elld;:l& OCCASIONAL m‘ﬁm?&, Lﬂﬁ:;‘mﬁ,ﬁm
kind” mm!nwuldmdlmhwﬂnmuwrmm purticularly in rural India. Isi theyears, withd ASIDE an distributors, who have beneditted
Thy 1y, AMIT TANDON encrmously from the Industry's growth,
and lnrl:nod urban enclaves m‘ simply shutting the door on enumerators and While these - whal s kepe fund flows SLrong fo
refi hasthe HOES, Thi nors, they also increase upemlonalwm farlstheh

tute thern w‘iﬂ! other househaolds, which changes the Intended samnle composi-
tlon, distorts survey findings, and skews the Insights that inform policymaking.
Overcoming this blockade s, therelore, eritical for all surveys.

Apart from Income levels, the mindstry expects the survey to gauge the impact
of technology adoption on household Incomes. Such quantification may prove
tricky even IF nu! as tcnuous s getting people to reveal thelr Incomes, Yet, any
coukd gulde § e the needs
ofa Inrgc young wurk[m with the hma.der nlusery vt towards greater deploy-
ment of robotles and artificlal intelligence. Pollcy could be repurposed wo facilitate
skillingtr where reskillingopti

Immm
Y

welfare Hmbted.

and Hmit the abllity of AMCs to charge higher lees,

squeesing profit margins, For ghobal entithes, a higher

mlmmwmak““mllonmqwmn:mnheﬂochup

cnpl:al and e Feturns. Secomd, the Indumy
| 1“"-:|Iﬂere| Iation Sabit

locatlons),
curulm.les:m:ieepeﬂ.!..lrleru':lmlherm:!h;'l Y BYE-
tems and outdaved technologles, these fund houses
are leveraging fntech solutions to roll out investor-
flendly produces such as direct plans, Index funds,
and thematle schernes. Thelr diglal-firstapproach s
particularly effective In atracting younger, tech-
savvy nvestors, Mgllzllenallly. lllye mm_lvﬁy low

by

mrthelaulf’ewvem o) hllvmwmmrm
Ingproducs What in

..4

further driven tls d
Mueh Illne:he new]ndla they operate n. this

telpants, Mneveral glohl firncial glants exit the
lndl-an AR ANAREMEN SPACE, A W generition

5 stepping (o w fill the

cap, mldcan and nmallcap SEEMENts — al.mzd o
i "wuth |
mndwhauhey mhus‘hu.l lowever, anunlmended

lun While firms like JP Morgan, Goldman Sachs,
Peincipal Group, 2urlch Insumance, Deutsche,
Alllaree, and Fidelity have exlied orsold thelr Indian
homegrown names such as 00d Bridge,

has beer P
Bcross AMCS L Tunds, with 0
scale, arehelnermh:unedmmanuemnmndﬂm

fund managers s
showing growing cunndence in the Indian asset
management Industry — broadening thelr reach,
embracing Innovation, and plarlnupuuwu role In
driving the long-awalted equitisation of the Indlan
finmanclal sector,

Thse suthor Is

Unifi Capltal, WhiteOak, llus, Alpha Alter-
natives, AngelOne, CapltalMind, Pantomath, ASK,

chia Limdtecl. The views are personal.
X @AmirTandon In

Tibet at oneremove

Tibetans living under Chinese oecupa-
thon and In herp i

Bl

the future Iwcpec:ed ]
anlety and

mmml the

the Dalal Luma moved slx and hatf dec-
ades ago with support from Pandlt Jaw-
harlal Nehru, The author's mother died
in 2003, and the gried that engulfed him
huarling thils time preshed him to explore
Il hieritage” and *ls complex lyers of

and

Gaden Phodrang. the office that pro-
wldes him with secretarinl assistance, ks
bocaved In Dharmaala, Tserlng Namgyal
Khartsa, wuthot of Litele Liasa; Reflec-
tlowes In Bxctled Tibet, o

Withan MA In jJournalism from the
University of lowa, the suthor has
written on the subject [n an engaging
mannerrharoommun Interview-binsed
| research with heartfelt

pleturescue town In the Kangra Valley of

nmwll!ml!e prnul.den the big plclum
withou

Himachal Pradesh, now sadly o by

towe that has become o cul-
tural, spiritual and political
ubs for the Tibetan diaspora,
e all antempting to do
m:thmhey éantEaholu
China acoourntable,

‘The author also looks at
Dharamsadins a ourlss atrac-
thon and apllgrimage centre
thar draws people keen o have
anaudbence with the Dalal

for granted, His|

mothes," he

I humbling hecause he
does nod try to cover up his

writes, perhaps with rose-1nted glasses,
glven the complex and sometimes (-
) Intirrahin Indlans and

blaming these non-Tibetans
fior eulural approprlation.
He appreciates them for the
EEnuIne Interest, attent ve-
ness, In

H'Ibmmwhoafemmetlmeamnw
locaks s Interdopers, He recalls hearlng
sormeelder]y Tlbetans say thit exile has
heen‘ahlmllmnulawuhe farthem
I'-dlnhasmuenlhema

1helmeel:lnn
{ hiwwver,

chance o vlnu lhe muntmvedm‘
dhlst

It
that the hool::lmm say

ovier-tourism, is “the beatlng heart of
extled Tibet” The book lsa must-read for
Indlans who are curlous abious the lives
of Tk i h thelr

roeds Lol and thalr vl 1

world are g

July i, the gogh birthday of thelr leader
Tenzin Gyntso, the 1ath Dalal Lama, As
Chlna shows no indicarion of relingulsh-
I bes comt ol ever T lbetan territory, the.
monk's advancing age I8 a cause for con-
cern fior his people who have been yeam-
Nmrmmmam Tibet, nnﬂuenlon

of | An

with Indla, N
The book s shaped by the Dehia-
dun-based author's personal connectbon
with the subiject, After iks father was
"elected as s member of the 'nbe:anpn:
Harment-ln-exile” in 2001

‘The where
‘Tibetan refugees have rehulluhelrlrm
droirm sceatch, and where thelr descend-
ants — whe have never been to Tihet—
aretrylng to find thelr place In the
world, plecing together thelr personal
answers o the e:emally bafTling ques-
tlon "Whoam "

Thisbook offers o quick Intreductlon
woa number of Tibetan poets, arsts,
movelksts, lists, film-

I)hmmmla he Biegin o develop "o

" weith the tewn where
a»

makers, playwrights, netlvists, intellec:

Immlln:mloﬁuddlum whlch[hemue“bmnmldnon

| Lot ect he harve ever d dofvisiting LFlt was
Mﬁhelanlmddnlam iy on Bxdled Tibet 1hm[)harammumet mmrmelnvmonw;hempleulb

world's z!mruflm Mamgyal  completing thelr mandatory — eration Amy”,
Imagination but that |s not risa rlliiary service, and the Renders who are not fumdllar with
wha,orall, that wease,” he "fﬂh"‘h“d by Soeaking  |mgactofthelr presenceon Buddhlst teachings on dealing with
declures, while also ncknowl- Js:'mul i the local economy, It also ndvemlw mlghl wruoﬂthhwrmh
[l about the

edglng lronkcally that the dme
“hus certalnly come for us
‘Tibietans o take clases on our own relg:
I eradivion from forelgners.

He ls eanddl n s admlasion of how
he el “almost ashamed to be a Tibe-
tan” when he met people who had
travelled Ionsulﬂanceemlaam aboul
bt had taken

muals, publishers, and [nst

Gacld ls—the Indigenous pas-
wrulrnulmramala—andlhe oces
stonal conflicts y 3

ulmwdwl:hrmpalalumncmn
refrming ol exlle as an opportunity for
Tl budld and e demo-

Tibetans,
“Hy dint of historical accldent, Indla,
Fior all her own poverty and explocing
opulation, has become a ot home
r the exlled Tibetans. For many of us,

erathe inatiiuitions,

The reviewer ks o Journilis, educator
and lerary critle, Instagram/X:
@chinanwrlting



Percentage drop in
Amarnath Yatra
registration

in per cent. J&K Lieutenant
ammm Mangj Sinha, on
sai

adropin w\gnm f?gl!m![mn for this year's
Amarnath ¥atea in the wake of the
Pahalgam terror attack. He said around

36 lakh

Number of donkeys
annually slaughtered
for Chinese medicine

in million. Almst six million
for Chinese medicine, with severe
effects for African villagers, a U K.-based
charity said. Chin, whose donkey
population has plummeted fram 11 million
in 19921015 milbon in 2023, has tumed to

yatra before the attack took place. ri
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unrecogn
to be del

34

started proceedings for the delistiog of 345
registered unrecognised political parti last
which have failed to fulfi the essential
condition of contesting even 3 single
election for the last six years since 2015, r1

) facebook.com/thehindu () twitter.

The Election

Comission on
Thursday said it has.

Arrests

offences in the last

4-5 months in Delhi
Wore than s

LIOO:::

drug selated offences were oosted i the
. Delhi

ay, June 27, 2025
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in drug-related

Mule accounts used
by cyber criminal
in India

in lakh, The CB1has.
detected B.50 Lakh mule

bank accounts in over 700

branches nationwide, which are being
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What sparked the Keeladi controversy?

The story so far

n June 17, archaeclogist K.
«num.«h ‘Ramakrishna,
celadi

in Tami Nadu drew the
nation’s attention, was transferred yet
again, this time belhi to Greater
Koida. Mr. Ramakrishna, who was serving
as the Director (Antiquity) and as Director

of the National Missior
and Antiguities
Director of the NMMA only. The NAMA
set up in 2007, according 1o sources,
emmains almoc
after Mr. Ramakrishna submiitted his
982 page report on the irst two phases of
cavations carried out at Keeladi
between 2014 and 2016, a fresh
controversy erupted last month. The
Archaeological Survey of India (AS1}
mandated that e revise his report, but he
refused to do it This disagreement

wked a political clash between the
Centre and Tamil Nadu.

How did Keeladi excavation begin?
Kecladi has become a symbol of pride for
many in Tamil Nadu. Over a decade ago
Amarnath Ramakrishna, then the ASTs
Superintending Archaeologist, had
initiated excavations at a site known as
the Pallichanthai Tidal in Keeladi
originally a coconut grove spanning 100

K.Amarnath Ramabrishna at the Keelad| excavation site. fLer+a1o

What g sign
Archaeologists were stunned by a few

rewrite of the Keeladi report? Why did politi

be very early;” and said it needed further
analysis. Mr. Ramakrishna, however,
stood firm and refused to rewrite his
conclusions, defending his work as.
sclentifically sound, based on rigorous
acological sandards. e arfued has

bla

heritage. They argued that \Iwﬁmlma
refussal 10 acknowledge Keeladi's
significance was not just about science
but also about pelitics. Amid the

he Union Minister for Culture,
gh Shekhawat, said Mr.

Gajendra

findings. Most importa
evidence of religious symbols at the
excavation site, which hinted at the
.tunlalmmr:-nfiln’nwhsﬂlmn.
aturally, the excitement around
Kevhudls dntmuerio palpable. Tamil
historians and enthustasts saw it as proof
f ancient L

The Madras Hu:h(mrl stepped in, with
Judges visiting the excavation site. The
ourt then directed the ASI to continue
the excavations and allowed the Tami
Nadu State Department of Archa
getinvolved. The depart

‘but s60R after, things took a sharp turn.

‘What did political critics accuse the
Centre of doing?

itall began in 2017, when the ASI
wransferred Mr. Ramakrishia to Assam

Was an urban settlement nann_no\k 0
entury

were not

technically well-supported and further

sclenlic shdieswererequired W aiiae

the findings. He sought more results,

dat because he said

single finding cannot change the enti
o

Irse.

idenc

Why did AIADMK stay silent inidially?
e AIADMIK, which v

BCE and the It century
Since the third phase, the State

power when 'hu Keeladi report was
published, remained silent for a long time

logy Department
theprojct,burthese fiings have not

m.'r\!. 100 sites for
wcavation along the Vaigai River, but
I(N'\mh stood out.
It was in Keeladi that
over 7500 ancient artifacts, ncindi -e.

June 18, senior leader R.B. Udhayakumar
contended that the Centre had sought
‘more information by way o ll‘mlmm:
“ I

just as the 1, the

alter the frst two phases. Back then, drana has escalated. In January 2055, §
Centre of back

deliberate e excavations. Itis | o Tamil Nadu, ,urmmms his repart on

de the
Centre that

fundingand support o ther dis

vation.

the AS] ask Ramakrishna to

wels - all evidence ofa sophisticat
urban society that thrived. What was even

w hwm alley

m-.ug.nmmm-ﬂamu eritge. by 2017,

pelling dating,

which revealed that these elements are

dkingbeck tothe
of the

phase, this tim rehaeologist PS.
Siraman. Afer excaating s around
. he reported a lack of
<nnumm, nthe b cL-:mnl\lre-:

and-a-half years, this
report remained with the AS, and just
st mont,the AStsend i Ramakrihna
aletter 10 revise the report.
ed the dating and dewl

What are the most commonly
used cancer drugs?

What severe side effects do these

Meriem Mahdi

The ilor)’ 50 fil

ancer drugs ¢

What is cisplatin?
Cisplatin is a platinunbase drug that
emenged in e 1960s from an wnexpected
discovery. that a

What s oxaliplatin?

Oxaliplatin, Like cisplatin, is a
platinunrbased drug, It also works by
i dam the DNA of

rew by the
Bureau of Investigative
Journalism, published by The
Hindu, has revealed that cancer
drugs shipped around the world t0 more
than 100 countries |

platinum-containing compound blocked
the growth of bacteria, leading to the
realisation that it could potentially be
used to mmhm cancer.

tests. But what are these drugs, and how
are they used? Cancer is a disease

Cispla 1o the DNA
of aneer el preventing them from
‘movingand diiding. s particulrly
effective lar, ovaria

growth. It is caused by mutations in genes

ladder, md I

aging
cancer cells. [tis used mainly to treat the
mmda.d.mdswsmm\mm

or the
of colon. L.'lm‘('r o wipe out
remaining malignant cells.
atin comes with broadly similar
side effects to cisplatin,

What is
[t

isrupting y
in which cells divide or die. This causes
cancerous cells to develop - and when a
mass of cancerous cells grows, it can form
a tumour. Chemotherapy drugs disrupt
this process, and these we
wansformed the landscape of

rates
for many patis mm whether used alone or

is another key

the «-nnnemmm;«m the
.\L.\mu.mubemmmmnymexprw.
its voice of protest.

The controversy is m:u.m about one

report of one excay hof
narratives, The Centre insists on scientific
validation while Tamil Nadu views it as 3

‘matter of historical recognition Thw ate
government is press
excavations, wh
has already set up a new museum i
Koelad:, drmwing thousands of ko

Whatis doxorubicin?

Often referred to as the “red devil” due 1o

its striking colour and severe side effec
bicin was derived from a type of

soil bacteria called Streptomyces and was

-al parties react strongly to

THE GIST

-

Auchaeologist Amamath
Ramakiithna's transher from
Hiow Delhi o Greater Noida
and the ASFs demand to revise
his 962-page Keeladi
excavation regort sparked
renewed controversy.

The ASI questioned the dating
and degth of the findings, but
Ramakrishna defended his
condlusions as scientifically
sound, ciing stratigraphy and
Accelerator Mass
Spectrometry.

The meve drew polcal
outrage in Tamil Nadu, with
paries accusing the Centre of
supgressing Tamil heritage,
tuming Keeladi into a
Hashpoint between science,
politcs, and identity,

A major investigation revealed
th

several

exfering with the cancer cell's
it |1|sr\\|v:m¢.|m' replication

faied
quaitytestssher being.
shipped to aver 100 countries.

process. It s a staple

protocols,
including heart damage, risk of nfectian,
skin changes and hair loss.

‘What is methotrexate?
Methotrexate is very eff

m
lyniphona a pes of tumour.
By inhibing e proteinresporsbe for
ingg new DNA molecules
cell p,mmn \Iﬂhmmﬁt. \gunn
<, followed by leucovorin to
help protect healthy cell from damage.

canc

[

wh:luhnmmnn"

diseases including breast cancer, some
tpesof ks (a type o hood
cer), sarcoma (cancer of th

connective tissues) and advanced
bymphomma cancer ofthe m;l..mam

(w\ol! 'Ix onfused with folic <n.|d)‘ isa
form of vitamin B9, It differs from the rest
that were tested in the investigation in
that itis not technically considered a
chemotherapy drug, but a companion to

patients. The six types of drugs in our
investigation - cisplatin, (mlmuum
cyclophasphamide, dox:
Tethotrealeand ieucovoria -
chemotherapy treatments.

»

areall

27,2005

new mmm\me produced. The
resulting reduction in white blood cells
has severe effects on patients’ immune
systems, leaving them vulnerable to
infection.

DNA o
e els Phislimits el abily ©

w. It was first introduced i
the 19505 and was designed to manage

replicate

in white blood cells and can cause pain
when passing urine due to inflammation
of the bladder.

for which
itis still used today
Meriem Mahdi is with The Bureau of
Invesiigaifve Journalism

hamto nommal cels, bt 360
cause severesideeffects ke
idney damage, immune
suppression, and heartfsk.

“How do you promounce E
he ¢ in the first mmummm;m




