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Pursuing probity
in public life

In a polarised political landscape, a consensus
on Bills to unseat jailed ministers is difficult

hat the Congress, Trinamool Congress,
Samajwadi Party, Aam Aadmi Party, and Shiv
Sena (UBT) have refused to join the proposed
Joint parliamentary committee (JPC) vo look
into three bills seeking the removal of ministers
accused of serious crimes who have spent atleast 30
days in jail does not come as a surprise, The Opposition
opposed the bills when the government introduced
therm in Parliament in the just concluded monsoon
session, Since one of the bills needs a constitutional
amendment, the government reguires a section of the
Opposition in Parliament to supportit. The JPC was a
step towards building a consensus in favour of the bills,

Noone can disagree with the intent w raise ethical
standards in public life, but recent political history has
stoked the fear that the bills, if turned into law, may end
up as tools todestabilise governments led by non-NDA
parties. As this newspaper wrote last week, “inan ideal
State with robust institutions and apolitical
Investigation agencies,” such a law may be welcome. In
the current polarised climate, itis perceived as a move
in bad faith,

As per a report by the Association for Democratic
Reforms, 12 of the 30 chief ministers, a majority of
them belonging to non-NDA outfits, have declared
serious criminal cases, including cases related to
arternpt to murder, kidnapping, bribery, and criminal
Intimidation, against them. The non-NDA parties
allege that investigating agencies are partisan,
accusing the latter of folsting cases on them at the
behest of the Centre, This is also the justification for
their refusal t quit office when arrested by the CBl or
the Enforcement Directorate in corruption cases, The
government, forits part, has already declared that the
bill is driven by a desire to ensure probity in public life,
and that the Opposition needs to explain to people why
Itdoesn'twant this. In lightof such high mistrust
prevailing in Opposition parties, a bipartisan JPCisa
hard ask, Aworkable plan will be to ensure early
closure in corruption cases involving ministers and
sitting legislators. The Supreme Court has for long
usked for fast-track courts to settle these cases — some
courts are now functional, but many more are needed.
Suchamechanism will ensure that the first principle of
Justice, which is innocent until proven guilty, is
respected, and due process is adhered to. Currently,
cases drag endlessly, helping nobody. The battle
against corruption or to enforce accountability in
publiclife has to go beyond political gamesmanship,

Building the digital
bridge for tomorrow
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to emerge as a digital
corridor and innovation
hub that seamlessly
connects India with its
eastern neighbours in the
next 10 years
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What needs to be done to
curb prison overcrowding

Toeein Jadl eells bullt for aise person
must hodd three or four or even

laing, Froim ) 6

W

stalfing, it can take four o seven years to baild

SHUBHANSHU SHUKLA

We have a great vi nd :
and land on the Moon by 2040. And it

mbition to

Tivee, everything suffers — from
food 10 beds, medicine o sanis-
thon: Anel of course the least remembened —
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Building weapons for
the wars of future

etween the anno of the g ]
Bpluns to build a national security shlt]d with

defensive and offensive capabilities (Mission
Sudarshan Chakra) on August 15 and the first est of
some components of the system less than 10 days later,
Indiahas signalled its determination to protect vital
chvilianand military installations from a range of
madern threats, especially drones and missiles, The
defence ministry has sald that an integrated air defence
wea pon system with three components —quick
reaction surface-to-alr missiles, a very short range air
defence system, and a laser-based directed energy
weapon — has been tested, The new weapon system
was successful in engaging and destroying both fixed
wing and multi-copter drones. The capability of using
laser-based weapons to take out missiles and drones is
possessed by a limited number of countries such as the
US, the UK, Germany, Russia, Israel and China.

More than anything else, the four days of hostilites
with Pakistan in May have shown that drones and
missiles will be increasingly used in wars of the future
in this region, Drones have emerged as cost-effective
weapons for argeting the enemy’s civilian and military
Infrastructure since the conflict in Ukraine began in
2022, In India's neighbourhood, Pakistan has access to
awide array of drones from China and Turkey, thus
enhancing the need for a foolproof air defence shield
thatcan notonly jam the radars and other systems
used to guide UAVS to thelr targets but also bring down
the drones themselves, Over the years, India has either
acquired or developed several components needed for
an effective air defence shicld, such as the 5400
systems and home-grown Akash missile, and the focus
should now be on identifying the vital installations and
economic facilities that need to be guarded against
enemy attacks and integrating all the indigenous and
foreign military equipment intea comprehensive
nationwide shield, The just-concluded wst shows the
government Is doing just that.
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Nadu's Online Gambling Act of D022, a land-
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Bite the bullet

The govt should walk the PM’s talk on
unleashing an arsenal of reforms

RIME MIMISTER MARENDRA Modi's intention to unleash an arse-
nalof reformsis reassuring and a reiteration of the Bharatiya Janata
Party-led National Demoeratic Alliance'’s approach to develop-
ment. As part of the next round of reforms, the government will
repeal obsolete laws, simplify rules and processes, digitise procedures and
approvals, and decriminalise more offences, The idea, as Modi has articu-
lated, is not merely to bring in marginal changes but to enable the economy

to takea bigleap. Thisis the right approach, Indeed, rm»rthupastdn:adn the
government hasworked to not by roll out new poli dsct
alsoupgradeand fine-tune existing ones. The goodsand service tax reform

isthe latest manifestation of those efforts,

The scorecard has been impressive—the government has done well to
establish economic stability, build the economic infrastructure, radically
improve the provision of basic goods and services, and create a unique digi-
tal infrastructure. It has unleashed some path-breaking legislation and
changes in areas such as taxation, foreign direct investment, digital trans-
lution, and labour, The efforts have paid off. With the ecomomy
doubling to 54 trillion between 2014 and now, the country’s poverty ratio has
declined to 4.9% in 2023-24 from 9.5% in 2022-23, India's per capita
income (in purchasing power parity terms) has rsen from § 2,424 in 2004 o
$12,131.8in 2025 and pushed up the country's global ranking to 149 in
2025 from 181in 2024,

However, the government can do much better in many other areas, The
1 99 ]. ml'urmswr_'u- half- d.unu and the so-called second-generation reforms

fitfulandinadequate. Thereisaneedt bstacleson

the ground that delay, and even stall, speedy implementation of projects,
India may have moved up in the global ease of doing business rankings but
it still has some ground to coverin terms of cutting down on the many rules
and regulations that need to be complied with before a unit can get going.
Acquiring land, forinstance, s stilla nightmare The fact is that the economic
momentum of the past decade, durmg ‘which the GDP has grown at an
annual averageof ,8%, has b {largelybecause the gavernment
has done much of the hnavy llftmg. Despite hugr_' tax benefits, India Inc has
notl ing1 anufadurmgul.-ugdabuus{ —itsshare
remainsat about 179 u{(.u].)l’—mn:pnvalmm:wrmust layakey role. In this
context, schemeslike the production-linked incentive, which has generated
1.2 million direct and indirect jobs, need to be revisited to encourage more
participants, Impurtantly,uvr_'n a1 it works to frame waulium lhr_' gm'-
ernment mustensureth ¥
caught unawares by pulll:y chansr_'h after having invested serious sums as
ey gaming industry, Capital must

fers, stre

certaint

be treated with duL- respect,
Genui Fanroaressivelvl

ernments to mvr_'sr.in the future—in fmerul:Lure edul:alu:m and health,
These investrments, in turn, require expanding the economic pie through
growth. For, thmugh growth that government multiplies its resources
for productive public spending, Indiaalso needs to bring down import bar-
riers to allow user industries to import their inputs freely. Privatisation is
anotherarea, The 2021 Public Sector Enterprise(PSE) Policy,which provides
for privatisation of all PSEs excepta handful in each of the four sectors iden-
tified as strategic, must be implemented,

Why Russia-India-China
reboot will not last

THEI!USSI.Q INDIA-China alliance, floated in the 1990s as a counterweight to the

dayas away forthe th the storm of Pres-

Ident Danald Trump's trade W, But old susplelons mean the unlon Is unlikely to

endure, Despite their shared gr withWashi the partnership is more a
marriage of convenience.

That reality will be on display this week when the three nuclear powers converge

inTianjin for the Shanghal Cooper atlcmOrganuaunnsummll_mKMm]Lmspregs

NCE UPOM A not-so-
distant time, business
was governed by a cer-
tainegalitarian clarity. A
price tag spoke the same
truth to all who beheld it. Whether you
were a maldservant or an investment
banker, the fare foryour journey, the cost
of your tea, or the value of your bread
bore no reflection of your identity, Pric-
ing stood as an impartial arbiter
between value and exchange.
That familiarworld is vanishing.
Comnsider this real-life incident: two
travellers, seated in economy class on
thesame flight,departing as scheduled,
bath with the same benefits on their
tickets, booked via the same platform,
yetone paid almost iwloewhat the other
did. What changed? The divergence lies
solely in the traveller's digital foot-
print—her browsing patterns, hour of
purchase, posteode, the numberof times
she returned to check prices, and
whether she booked during a moment
of urgency or calm, The algorithm saw
her,understood her, assessed her likely
ceiling, and charged accordingly.
This s no evolution of yield manage-
mentbuta qumuwnlutlan indigitaleco-
nomic: fonal market dynam-

©® HYPER-PERSONALISED PRICING
WHEN Al DECODES YOU, NOT MARKET DYNAMICS, TO BRING PRICE ELASTICITY IT'S ENTERING AN AMBIGUOUS TERRAIN

‘Surge-your-worth’ economics

M MUNEER

Foatune 500 advisar, start-up irvestar, and co-founder
of Medici Institute for nnavation X @Muneeruh

ple of views—all are shadows cast by
algorithmic intent. [t Is not just the
weather or the hour that determines
what you pay, but your perceived vul-
nerability. Areyou shopping afteralong
day? Using a high-end device? Travelling
with achild? The system takes note,
The question has subtly shifted from
"whatlsthis worth?"to"what ls this per-
son worth to us right ncm""
This shift d

what an algorithm believes you will
accept (not by market forces),when your
very patterns of decision-making are
used te shape your cost, is there any
informed consent? Ifthe system already
knows what you will choose, how is it

yourchelce?
The ability of Al to unearth perceived
willingness to payand price accordingly
s ing:d hing at

® SCIENCE FOR SOCIETY

Unien education minister Charmendra Pradhan

ITs will be central to achieving India's long-term
strategic goals. The next 25 years will determine
how these prestigious institutions lead not just in
engineering and technology, but in selving
societal challenges

search historles, and behavigural trails,
Incognito browsing prevents such con-
text access, and so less chance for price
manipulation.

UseVPNsoralternative locations:
Many platforms adjust prices based on
geographic data. A VPN can mimic a
lower-cost location and reduce tar-
geted hikes,

Change devices and logins: Using
different devices or browsing without
logging in disrupts user identifica-
tion—sao, profiling and price targeting
will be difficult.

Delay purchase intentions: Algo-
rithms respond to urgency, By stepping
away and revisiting after a pause, or
employing price monitoring tools, one
may avold paying a premium born of

multiple levels, analysing

critical attention, as it

patternsof behaviour,and

Avoid unified digital ecosystems:
Single sign-ons, such as using Google or
FB account across sites, centralise your
data. The more fragmented the digital
identity, the less the predictability and

breaches the social con- Wh.l:l the prica you redicting the cutcome,
tractof commerce, Pricing Py I8 determined rlumans just can't dothis,
used to be the transparent by what an But all this, by dae(ablhs

metrie batween the buyer algorithm beli in

and the seller, but now itis

les are eclipsed by a more intimate, if not
Insidious, metric: you [t isn't about pref-
erences but psychology. And not simply
your history, but your hesitation.
Witnessthe rise of hy) rsonalised
pricing: Asystem inwhichartificial intel-
ligence {Al] doesn't just respond to con-
sumer demand but actl\'ely anticipates

nity of consumers, is the

a black-box negotiation youwill accept, core issue,
between your subcon- when your very When Al decodes your
qclnus and an unseen pamm‘of iaugue,ynul WIREn Y, your
heory,personal- g king are and your
isation is suppased to sha habits—and not the mar-
enhance CX [customer m peyour . dynamics—to bring
experience)—curated cost, is there any price elasticity, it's enter-
playlists tailored shopping  informed consent?  ing a morally ambiguous

suggestions, etc, But now it

terrain. Tallored products

introduces  a  silent
Inequity in pricing. What was once a
level field has become a minefield of

Ftlaarns, itinfers,
and then it monetises, not based on cost
orvalue but based on yourwillingness to
yield. You are no bonger a participant in
the market; you are its measure,

And this Is not a dystoplan hypothe-
slg; it is already here. The | d fare

This is not the classical price dis-
crimination based on age, volume, or
region, but something more refined,
more elusive, Something of a psyeho-
graphic nature, where consumer behav-

you pald for an Ola during a thunder-
storm, the surge in price for a last-

that mysteriously vanished after a cou-

Iours, lons, and digital footprints
are monetised, A system that charges
more because of how you think,
Herein lies the ethical dilemma.
Whenthe price you pay is determined by

R0 Our | Isone
thing, but it is qulte another m he

'Perindiully delete cookies and
browsing history: This and use of pri-
vacy-enhancing extensions will clear the
digital footprints and make it difficult
to play with pricing.

If Al shapes your spending impulses
like a caffeine-high coach, is it truly
cholee, or just elegantly disguised com-
mercial puppetry? Making profits is
fine, but when it feeds on personal pre-
diction rather than need, the market-
place mutates into a mirrer maze, The

charged based on
susceptibility. The undary between

Lok n ETOwW:
E

;)milouglymln.

How can consumers become digi-
tally conscious and avoid surrendering
to the algorithmic determinism? While
the system observes, the vigilant con-
sumer can obfuscate its gaze, Here are
SETE WaYS:

Browse in private mode or incog-
nito: Algorithms depend on cookies,

sticker price no longerexists, replaced by
your digital twin's insecurities, whims,
and midnight cravings. Welcome to the
ageof “surge-your-worth” pricing, where
falmess gets debugged. This isn't anti-Al
hysteria; it'sa plea foralgorithmic regu-
lation and ethics.

Unitil price tags stop moenlighting as
psychics, we'll miss their quaint objec-
tivity, When your wallet becomes a
mood ring, don't expect fair prices, only
emotional surcharges.

The wellness double helix

ANIL NAIR

Founder, ThinkStrest

While healthtech provides the digital infra to widen reach,

the true potential of healthcare and its quality can only be
actualised concurrently with a robust biotech ecosystem

INDIA'S HEALTHC ARE ROAD map faces
formidable hurdles—the largest popu-
lation en earth, \laqt aud diverse in its

ing for along-awaited trilateral meeting. Ifthe troika did find i
a powerful signal that the geopelitical heavyweights are aligning in r.'he face of US
pressure. But the inherent tensions between India and China, and economic differ-
ences between the three, make that outcome unlikely.
That pressure Is most acute for India. Until recentlya key American partner, it has
bolm the brunt of Trump's tarkffs, He doubled duties on exports to 50%—due to go
nAugust 27 forits purchases, Lanoil. Beifing, orig-
InallyWashmgmn s pr Jmary target,is en|ny|ng atemporary repnwe hut is smck ina

pread, an ges in pro-
vl.dlng basle haa]thcara As opposed toa
growing concentration of well-funded
urban private hospitals, we have under-
resourced public health facilities cater-
Ing to 6 5% of the pepulation in"rurban”
areas. It's chvious that democratising
healthcare in India needs abiotech surge

la egiccompetitiona

ahealth-tech boom,

in Ukraine, is om the hunt fnrfnmdg tobluntits isolation,

Moscow first dreamed up the kdea of RIC, as it was dubbed, in the 1990z Then-
Prime Minister Yevgeny Primakov proposed the formation of the group to challenge
the US's global influence, The coalition looked formidable on paper—three nations
with huge ecnnnfnlu and populaunns InJJracthe it's always been undermined by

mistrust, above

Arnong the biggest sticking points is their long-run-
ning border dispute. T been at loggesheads over an
L1I deﬁned 3 ms km Emmlenu(he Hm\alayan mglnn
to simmer today, In 2020, the twoclaslwd violently in
lada]m‘sﬂaluan\-'alhyleavllgsnldms dmdm\bntllndes
| figh i i I thas froe,
with New Delhi suspem:llng tourlst visas for Chinese
nationals, and impesing restrictions on tech imports,

Trump's tarlffs amnudglng them clomr Last week,

KARISHMA

VASWANI eyt puedbond
dresolving the territorial di Seraing
Sloombarg aroundvisas have pased and China has mepmsmdsnlldar
ltywnhlm!lannmepnm
Butthe risk of can'th o Tt d. | i
loma in the dy lc are unlikely to di [ SO0, Happymcm Jacab, founder and
director, Council for e and Dy ch, notes for the Hind Tirmes,

While serbous violence may have been averted for now, a lasting rapprochement is
unlikely. [t's hard for New Delhito befullymnﬁdemni&e jing's intentions especially
inlight "hina Sea and Taiwan. Secti-
nrya ide, th loghe doesntworkin New Delhi's favour. India d dson U
technology, capital, and gupp‘lychalns —which neither Russia nos China can replace,
The US is also the most important market for Indian goods, by awide margin, In 2024,
77,5 billi hofIndt d di BankofBai

roda

report. In mmp‘a.rlsm Chinese and Russian purchases were only a fraction of that.
In contrast, Moscow is much closer to Beljing. Since Wegmm sanctions were
Impnsed Ln 2014 after Russlas anmxaunuuﬂ rlmoa

as rd high: T Last year, Busi are Increas-
gy dtotheChi ar .:l stem throughth the yuan,and ser-
vices like UnionPay cards. For hew Delhi, joining such a bloe would mean belng the

juniorp hardlyar

\‘el, resurrecting the blee could pose a challenge to the US if it resulted in more

actior kul whatblndg I .:ms Is necessity, not trust, The gather-

ingin Tianjinwill ner tles,but it will be more

symbaolism tha.n substance. Tlns lsan. themnt)y fragile partnership, one that could
unravel ifA
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Government healthtech initiatives
like eSanjeevani, which has supported
12 crove tele-consultations, and pri-
vate telemedicine platforms are serv-
Ing as a digital bridge so that patients
don't have to travel several kilometres,
It also addresses the shortage of doc-
tors in rural areas,

Considering the expenses that the
population still has to bear directly,
other government-led Initiatives like
electronic health records under the
Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission and
Centresof Excellence fol artificial intel-

digital infrastructure to widen reach, the
true potential of the healthcare system
and itsqualityand effectiveness can only
be actualised concurrently with a robust
blotech ecosystem, [t will help India
progress beyond primary care involving
basic symptom analysis to detection of
diseases and genetic and other disorders
atscale, It will help us get beyond trial-
and-error treatments that increase costs
and affiect outcomes adversely,

Houseon July 30 that India has setup 94
biotech incubators across the country,
Investing about 490 crore since 2012,
Emerging regional clusters to nurture
research and entreprencurship in
biotech include Tamil Nadu, Karnataka,
and Telangana, each with more than 10
Incubators, Institutions like the Blotech-
nology Industry Research Assistance
Council are further strengthening the
ecosystem by provide support to start-

Indigenous  biotech ups in this space,
research and P Biotech finds extensive
can help us create biosimi- D isi use in healtt

lars, vaccines, and targeted
therapies accessible to the
masses, The combination of
healthtech and biotech can
ignite a major shift from
reactive to proactive care. A
rural health worker ugn\ga

healthcare in
India needs a
biotech surge
asmuchasa
health-tech boom

editing utilises it to cnrmc(
genetic defects and treat
diserders like viral infec-
tions and cancers, and
genomicsusesit toldentify
mutations  that  drive
growthof tumaors and tailor
remediation. It is also

healthtech app
toa portable biotech appli-

ance leveraging bioinformatics can
reveal patterns that were not appamut

plied in messenger RMA

mous data sets, personalised drug regi-
mens can now be created, Virtual clini-
cal trials are already a reality. Micro-
engineered chips can mimic human
organs and tissue engineering has
changed the paradigm in relation to tis-

sue repairor replacement,
Innovations in biotech have also
gone beyond healthcare, For instance,
biotech finds use in agriculture to
develop insect-resistant strains, crops
with additional nutrition, and those
with reduced vulnerability to salinity or
drought conditions. As for industry,
research in bistech is helping create
i I ta Ilution and

biofuels from plant biomass that red uge
Tossil fuel dependence, as well as devel-
aping blodegradable plastics. And now,
blo-convergence is blurring the lines
between Al, biology, classical engineer-
ing,and computing.
Global collaboration aud converging
imperatives. indus-

therapeut] f class of that
Instruct cells to produce particular pro-

earlier. Similarly, infor

ligence (Al)tof d diag-
nostics and salutions reveal a forward-
thinking mindset. Other digitisation
Initiatives like vaccination records and
services under the U-Win portal, e-Hos-
pital to connect patients with hospitals
and doctors on one platform, and e-
Bloodbank are maturing fast.

Biotech will give healthtech wings.
While the healthtech system provides the

bles processed through Al algo-
rithms can reveal susceptibilities that
were latent before, Processing this data

teins pecific diseases)and in
blomanufacturing (invalving the use of
micro- cwgamsms aud cell cultures to

try, and gﬂwmmamg must come
together, unfettered, sothat populations
across the globe can benefit from dra-
matie advancements in healthcare. Shar-

at scale could even reveal the p

onset of a crisis, hli
interventions.
That the subject of biotech came up

maore complex conditions and deliver
genetic material directly into the

in the Lok Sabha recently is i
litendra Singh, minister for state for sci-
ence and technology, informed the

THE EDITOR

Rethinking banking

Apropos of “Banking needs to

revisit role” (FE, August 25), indeed,
disintermediation gains momenturm
and thus enables direct access o
flnanclal services and pmducts

[ g traditional i

like: banl:s and brokers, It may lead to
cost savings as a result, reducmg

onkne market places augment the
financial markets for direct investment
in awide range of assets and reduce
the dependence on traditional
banking products. The time has
come for banks tointrospect their
role. They must waork on attracting
more deposits with high interest rates
and refine their customer service,
tallmg which disintermediated

transaction time and
intermediary fees. Fintech anddgtal
paEyments, peer-to-peer lending, and

Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg, New Delhi- 110002 Prhone: (120-6651500, [Cover price: Patna:t12,
he:

ECopyright: The Indian Express (FLtd

its will see an uptick,
despite their risks and volatility.
MR Magarajan, Sivakas

paiticnt, With Al ystage of deug dis-
covery lsbeing accelerated, and with the
vastly enhanced ablility to study enor-

Famine in Gaza

Iti= parently obviows that ksraeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Metanyahu is lying
when he says that there is no famine
in Gaza, Itis inconceivable that
thousands and thowsands of humans
face starvation and scores of them are
dying of it on a daily basis. UM
secretary-general Antonio Guterres
calls the widespread starvation in
Gaza a “failure of humanity™, itis a
self-evident truth that Israel has

prod i like insulin informationwill
il and ines at Lal scale). accelerate research and new salutions,
Gene th les now address much Regulatory harmonisation will enable

specialist consultations acToss natlons,

We must find ways for life changing
Bblotech Innovations to make the great-
est global impact, riding on the
healthtech highway,

engineared the extreme famine in
Gaza. That Israel uses starvation as &
method of warfare becomes evident
fram its dermolition of sgricultural land,
and its refusal to agree to a ceasefire,
open Gaza's borders, and allow the
entry of wmanitarian aid into Gaza.
Expressing token concerns falls far
short of empathetic action that is
needed to ensure access to food,

G David Milkon, Maruthancode
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

ISRAEL-MADE TRAGEDY

Confirmation of famine in Gaza by UN-backed body
underscores agrim ground reality

eclaration of famine by a UN agency is a rare event. I the 20-year history of
thie UN- 1 1 Security Phase 1PC) there have
been only four: Somalia in 2001 South Sudan in 2017 and 2020, and Sudan in
2024 Itw:l'i abreacty I'ramn‘l Iy the stark visuals of emaciated children and
reparts ol malnutri joncl el by Bsrael's war. but Gaza has now made
it b the list. "sAs this famine is entirely man-made, it can be halted and reversed,” says the
IPC report published on August 22, For months, the IPC had Jl'lr.l hack from a farmal decla-

ralmln]'uly |tww|mrdt||ali|”1almnu|:mr|u Il \.am

adecl i e due to difficultie I bledata.
Menw that h‘ll‘l1|l'l‘ Imlu*mcunﬂm\cd Inlhr Gaza Gumnuratr and is projected to spread,
theermp ific ground reality ina place where

Israel's bombing campaign has already killed more than 60,000 people.

The IPC declaration adds to the mounting intemational pressure on PM Benjamin
Netanyahu in recent weekes. Yet, consistent Israel's past d | of ol
the government has rejected the report's finclings, with the Ministry of Foreign Alfairs
calling them "Hamas lies™. The IPC report, however, is not an isolated warning. Last month,
a better signed by 100-plus aid groups including Doctors Without Borders, Oxfam, and
Amnesty International accused lsrael of deliberately obstrecting the Row of aid. Health
officials inGazaestimate that more than ZDO have died Ix*cauu' ul'huny:: since thecon-
Illcthcgan wlulrmon:llun 1,300 Pal. lexel at aidl dlistri-

i s Imi d srael shl.:chl:t rejection of every report
as "Hamas propaganda” is unlikely to persuade the intermational community.

Butsofar, global outrage is hardly acting as adeterrent. Over the weekend, planes and
tanks pounded Gaza City as Israel expanced its war — ostensibly to destroy Hamas and
rescue the remaining hostages. h the world's attenti fixed on Gaza,
Israel announced last week the approval of 3,400 new setther homes in the oceupbed West
Bank, amove condemned by 26 countries and the ELL Hamas has no presence in the West
Bank, ﬂnrl!\rrxIc-IEIuI'IhrFuunthnmﬁmm it ibi ccupying power from

g its civili cupied territory, Yet such -
peartodo Iltlr o restrain the thanyahll government. Nor have the annmlnl:r.'mcms |7y
France, the UK, Canada, and Australia that they will recognise a State of Palestine in
September. The Un::rd Staves is the only pu\v\t! with leverage over Israel. But with
Wash lenst o the Eamine declaration and sven hinting at support for
the settler plans, noend is in sight for this continuing tragedy.

A CHILLING MESSAGE

That's what is sent out when BJP and Congress both
see conspiracies, both weaponise the law

e Supreme Court hasdone well to stay criminal proceedings against Sanjay
Bumar, poll anabyst and co-director of Lokniti, a research programme at the
capital's Centre for the Study of Developing Societies, The FIRs against Kumar
were cutrageous to begin with, Cmsadn the scqllrnn: of events: HL' posted
twn tweets on Migust 17 on alleged di pecific e
inthe Malw:ls}lm L.ukiahhannd WidhanSabha rlmnmnnd onfinding out that they were
1 a public apotogy. And yet, after this,
two FIRs were registered by officials reporting to l]l' Ebection Commission inNagpur and
Mashik, under secti Bharativa Nyaya Sanhita, alleging crimi mislead-
ing vutm ﬂnd citizens. This ease of imputation of eriminality, and weaponisation of law

titicism,

shad i response (o an i error that had been almost in-
stantly 1 A, i i Sanjay Kumar and e belongs toare cen-
tral to, and at the same time, incidental in this still ing sobering story.

The CSDS has done pioneering work in studyi asitis andl in generating
alterative imaginations:indrawing I | hand living social
amulti-disciplinary academic b con-

nect to Mryday pramtl*s Fuundnd in 1963 by Rajni Kothar, who gave aseminal ground-

ing framewords for I litics, the CS05 1ty the Indian
Counil for Sacial Saence Research since 1969 Today, ina climate of heightened political po-
Iamamn. wlu'n: allrgalmn d “v:lr char™ = based more inspeculation than fact < paint

Let’s reimag
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Going back to the original promise of a unified
indirect tax structure could be the first step

PANDEY, PINAKI CHAKRABORTY

ine GST

THE PRIME MINISTER'S announcement of

GST reforms in his Mrgust 15 speech signals
awelcome step towards meeting the original

prisnise of a goods and services tax = thatof

asimple, unified indirect tax structure in the
country. However, its effectiveness will de-
pend o a consensus (via the GST Counal)
on the eventual rite structure and the subse-
quent vices.
GST 2.0will :cplﬂu: the existing rate
schiedule of 5, 12, 18 and 28 peroent with two
slabs of 5 and 18 per cent, and the possible
prowiskon af a higher rate for “sin” goods at
A0 per cent. It will also retain the structure
of bow rates (0-3 percent) for items like bul-
lion and jeweellery. This remains far from the
desired simple mocel of a single rate GST, as
is the practice in federal countries like
Canada and Australia. Albeit a step in the
right direction, the new structure will still
carty the problems of administrative com-
plexity arising from multiple rates.
Multiphe rates enable selectivity in rate
setting, which increases compliance costs,
aclcling to the complexity, When reclassifiying
poads and scm 5 across lhc NEW rates, the
Cou hould tryt
classifiing items, which results incourt rul-
ings on whether cheese as pizza toppings
should be treated separately from cheese.
Wi should not be putting in time and re-
sources deliberating on whether nuts pro-
duced locally are taxed differently Fromim-
ported nuts that are not found locally.
Adongstanding criticism of our multi=
rate GST systemn is the inverted duty struc-
ture that results in high costs for businesses
in the form of liguidity constraints, refund
delays. and input tax credit denials, This
arises when the final output is taxed at a
lower GST rate than the intermecdiate inputs
used in its production, leading to an accu=
mulation of unutikised input tax credits. In
narrowing the slabs, it would be important
to i mise such distortions rather than ex-

Reports indicate that maost
pols services taxalle at the
12 per cent slaby will be moved
to thie 5 per cont category,
narrowing the tax base and
limiting revenue collection.
Insteac, the reverse should be
done — mast goods and
services should be taxed at the
standard rate. Since the 18 per
cent category currently
acconnts for over two-thirds
of the GST revenues, a
broadening of this tax base
wontlid pave the way for
lowering the standard rate
with nodoss in revenue,
Furthermore, this reduction
in standard rate will lower the
GST burden for consumers
and SMEs more than
merging the 12 per cent
category with the 5 per cent.

acerbate them by moving a final good from
12 per cent to 5 per cent while its interme-
diate input remains at 18 per cent. It also of -
fersthe opportunity to correct distorted tax
structures in sectors like construction where
taxed in the

intermedi
range of 5-28 pcr :rnl
The proposed model of a redwced rate (5
per cent), standard rate | 18 per cent), and a
sin or luxury rate begs the question of the
principles that will underlie such a classifi-
cation. An ideal GST is a non-distortionary
tax which is completely neutral to the nature
of the goads| economic sctivity being taed,
S0, for better revenue outcome and for sim-
plicity, mast of the goods and services should
be taxed at a standare rate, Reports indicate
that most goodsfservices taxable at the 12
peroent slab will be moved o the 5 percent
category, narrowing the tax base and limit-
ing revenue collection. Instead, the reverse
should be done — most goods and services
should be taxed at the standard rate. Since
the 18 per cent category currently accounts
I'nr over two-thirds of the GST revenuoes, a
of this tax hase Il pave the
way for lowering the standard rate with no
levas i revense, Furthermore, this reduction
in standard rate will lower the GST burden
for consumers and SMEs more than merg-
ing the 12 per cent category with the 5 per
cent.
Any dungc i the GST structure in Indlﬂ

hould

to mi wharethe
useof reduced rates and cncmpuuns ismin=
s {Targeted transfiers from tax revenues
have been far more effective than reduced
rates in achieving rechstributive objectives,
s has been seen across countries.) Deviation
from this principle may require another ma-
o rate restructuring in the future, Asthe GST
Council contemgplates the number and na-
e of goods and services that will be moved
from the 12 per cent category o 5 per cent,
thiis very basic principle of GST design should

et be compromised,

Another question is on the treatment of
sin goods and luxury goods that currently
face a GST rate of 28 per cent. Reports indi-
cate that certain items will be pushed to a
high slabof 40 per cent. Will this extend toall
goxds and services with negative externali-
wies? Wil it end up including ultra luxury
goods? Will this category avoid the irra-
thonalities present inthe current 28 per cent
slab, which treats tobacco at par with inter-
mediate inputs like cement? To address the
negative externality of sin goods and mo-
bilise more pevenue from luxury goods,
states and the Centre should apply specific
excise taxes on pre-determined and well-de-
firved bases, in addition to the standard GST
rates,

Wihen we talk about GST 2.0, the critical
consideration should be the asymmetric rev-
enue impact of such a restructuring on the
states. More than two-thinds of the own tax
revenues of the states come from GST. In the
case of the Unien government, the share of
GST in total tax revenue is 2358 per cent.
Thus, it has more headrmoom to accommi-
date the revenue fall due to the restructur-
ing of GST. Since the GST compensation has
ended, the revenue impact of GST 2.0 on
states” revenues needs to be factored in o en-
sre that thelr fiscal autonomy is maintained,

Finally. any reform in the GST design will
be incomplete without resohing adminis-
trative ssues in the implementation of GST,
This includes addressing the problem of
Invter-stabe Goods and Services Tax (1GST) set-
thement between Centre and states (which
wias aken up in the 55¢h ST Couneil meet-
gl and reducing the compliance and regu-
latory burden (from registration to assess-
ment)on compandes, particularly small and
medium-sized ones,

Pandey i an independent economist and
Chakraborty is former director, NIPFP

COMEDY OF THE BOTANICAL

From ‘Panchayat’to ‘Kathal' there's a gentle vegetal turn in Indian cinema and TV

MANA ROy

LIKE EVERYOMNE ELSE, I've been thinking
about kauki, Set in Phulera — its name is not
anaccident, derfving as it does, we have been
led o beliewe, Frem phood, flovier — Panchayar
is about a young engineering graduate who
findls a job as the secretary of a village pan-
chayat. We coubd have indulged oursehes to
imagine the fictional town of Phulera as
Malgucli, except that people here fight elec-
Homs with guns and sticks and a tragicomic
zeal and violence, The current panchayat
pradhan gifts people bottle gourds from his
garden, By the fourth season, that bottle

litics, the fact that Kurmar was seizedl gourd, initially a minor comic indulgence,
upsans by Congress and wickded BPbeforei s :nrnuln]landy 3 has become his election symibol: the opposi-
pecially tothose searching for a pretext totarget i Wit spece tion | voooker, though
tres of a conspiracy. Incidentally, Kurmar has also expressed his scepticism of Congress's 't'h': wwh:f:mmréb of pula!uullutlhcy fight

“narrative” of the stolen election, and said that there is no evidence for it

If the ruling establishment errs on the side of suspicion and vengefulness, Congress
fatters it by imitation, The crude threat issued by the party against NOTV anchor Shiv
Aroor for his critique of Congress's campaign = the party spokesperson says that a crimi-

Ivcbccnmunn;agcn:]cvcgdﬂl turnin

(2023). a5 1t
panr(‘Ourlhkwrylamasgf IE MWE 2{!24]
i

nal complaint has been I:chl'urlhr“m‘llxluuwtll:mﬂludrlnmr’ —is image of
the ruling BJP Be it the targeting CSDSforant the threat toa TV an-
chor by the Oppasition party, however, there is a larger, chilling message: When political
playnsdmw tht‘]mrsbctwocn “us and “them sa tightly, free speech and commentary
ane ity — fuirther p g toeither af the margins,

THANK YOU, PUJARA

As aplayer, he had to wait for acknowledgement. History will be
kinder to the man who dragged Indian cricket to a better future

2021, 15 years after his first-class debut, even the corporate moneyhags in the
IPLwere moved toapplaud Cheteshwar Pujara when he was signed up by Chennai

1structure of
plant life, more particularly flowers — the
girls are called Phool and Pushpa, the hus-
band is Pankaj; the village is Suryamukhi,
sunflowver, to which the couple travels by a
bus called “Pushpa Travels”. There's the
throbling awareness of 2 Elant warld in the
neighbourhood of thought always: When
Phoal fails o rernember the name of her hus-
band's village, the people around ber offer
her possible names, all of which are flowers:
“Gulab, Champa, Chameli, Matiya, Kaner,
Dhatura... Parijat... Mogra”. Another film
was rebeased in the same year, one whose re=

Disappearing fruits: missing
pitls as missing flowers;
politicians and everyday
vegetables, Lk and kathal:
the burnt peepal tree, a trope
that goes back to Emperor
Ashokas enchantment with
the Bochi tree and attempts
o kill it, has transmogritied
into a ghost inour cinena. 1f
these are not an uneonscious
manifestation of the death of
our forests, what is?

Lation with plant life is announced in the -
the itself: Kathol, jackfruit. There's a politician
in Kathal as well = instead of the lauk, his
garden has exotic kathal. When they are
stolen, the police are summened to find the
thief urgently. At the end of the film, after
many storylines meet and clash with each
ather, we learn that it wasn't humans bt
monkeys wha were respensible for the dis-
appearing jackfruits.

And mary decades before that, so long
ago that it's ptm:hlr.' to forget the Imcagc

(1982}, grape, all because the second
pair of twins are intent on buying
grape orchards,

Adineage of thought runs through these
films = it's the comedy of the batanical, deriv-
ingg from the intersection of hurman and plant
worlds: the other is deceit, comedy's lubri-
canit. Even when a register of fear attaches it-
self to such a film and it crosses aver inte a
different genre, as it does in Munjya {2024),
which is presented as a “horror comedy”,
WhﬂL‘lIlt‘ and dra:hmcrlwu time periods,

here wasth forced to act
as a teacher of Botany in Hrishikesh
Mukhetjee's Chupke Chugpke [ 1975 ), He finds
himsell Falling in love with a Botany student
who wants himto makr llu' sthm msy for
her Comedy is i lout
“gorolla”, he says “kareld" —hlrtcr;nurd The
name of the woman he loves is “Vasudha®,

meaning “earth”. The comic is emphasised
inotherways, aswhen she holds — and stud-
s — a marigold flower when speaking to
the professor and then, in annoyance, thiows
it and walks away from him. A little Later, he
pulls a lewver from the vase nearby to give
her. Suddenly, grown aware of Vasudha's
eavesdropping sister, he begins chanting,
“Corolla is the madified stem ...~ For thase
i ko a little more

come tobe cone  the
underlying tone is comic, Mwmg Ix't\M'cn
G i 1952 anel Pusse i the 21 st century, dif-
ferent histories and sets of characters are
brought together through the figure of the
peepal tree under which someone is buried
to hecome the supernatural Munjya; the tree
is burnt at the end of the movie. The trans-
portation of the bumt logs, with the sugges-
tionafa ghnstlyprnrn:r_ls a new addition
o what i traclition,
one that includes I'.'Iuwrn “kissing",
ing fruits; missing

flonwers; politicians and everyday vegetables,
fawiki and katfiol; the burnt peepal tree, a
trope that goes back to Emperor Ashoka's en-
chantment with the Bodhi tree and attempes

English professor, there's a hidden joloe there
tao: The corolla is not a modified stem but
Ieaves, petals,

A fewr years after Chipke Chapke, Gulzar
wouikd narme his adaptation of Shakespeare's
The Comedy of Errors after a fruit: Angoor

o kill it, has | into a ghost in
our cinema. I these are not an unconsciols
manifestation of the death of our forests,
what is?

Ray, a poet and writer. is associare professor
ot Ashoka University, Views are personal

Super Kings at the auction. The moment went viral as a cricketing

ishly Iged the contrilautions of the l-school cricketer of thl:mr.ld
eii-clay game, [t's understandable that an oethodox ericketer like him didn’t become a
popularicon; I‘IJ! batting was classical ina \led of heavy metal,

Hehad it for yearsin the i cricket before he got the break
o play for India. Luckily, for him and Inrhan ericket, his father, Arvind, had taught him
Tow toweait, And he did. In his batting, in his life, and for the applause to ring out for him.
His patience, his cralt, his courage to take multipbe blows, and his passion to wear dewn
Australia in Australia that bed to famous series wins were finally appreciated. His 993 runs
in 11 Tests in Australia stitched together over 2657 deliveries was monumentally impaor-
tant for India’s proud record in Australia in the last decade.

But it didn't take bang for the knives to come out; his waiting game began to be seen
as alack of intent. Silly whispers about haw his batting puts pressure on others began to
circulate, not just among fans but in the cricketing corndors, I anything, be had allowied
theather batsmen to ride his wave, Through his career, 304 per cent of India's total runs
were acoumulated while he was at the crease; such has been the incredible spillover ef-
fect. Only Rahul Dravid and Sunil Gavaskar, lucky to have been ineras where that bats-
imaiiship was celebrated, did shightly better in that regard, Pujarawould tame the bowlers,
wear thern down, malee the ball lose its shine, and present a moee conducive atmosphere
for the attacking batsmen. Undoubstedly. history will be kinder to the playerwho dragged
Indian cricket towards a better future,

mEE n

AUGUST 26,1985, FORTY YEARS AGO

ACTING AKALI CHIEF

THE FORMER UNION mirister, Sutjit Singh
Barnala, was on Sunday elected acting
president of the Akali Dal { Longowal) at a

struggling Black magority., The
President Zail Singh and the visiting

Tanzanian President, Julius K Nyerere, caime
at a state ba et here, Nyerere recalled

erucial meeting which committed the party
to “every word” of the Punjab accord. The
meeting of the Akali Dal's 18 district
Jathedars and seven state unit presidents,
henwever, struck a compromise by acoomme-
dating the rival claimant for the post,
Ajit Singh, as chairman of the party's
parliamentary boarel

AGAINST APARTHEID

INDHA AND TANZANIA condemned the
“atrocities and machinations™ of South
Africa’s racist regime, out to suppress its

spaper,indlanaxptw .. .

India’ itical support for the
South African and Mamibian independence
movements and said that New Delhi's voice
had always been “clear and uncompromis-
" on these issues.

DMK PLANS PROTEST

PRIME MINISTER RAJIV Gandhi and Union
Home Minister § B Chavan will be greeted
with black Rags whenever they visit Tamil
Madu, the Tamil Eelam Supporters'
Organisation has announced DMK president
M Karunanid hi, chairman o TESO, annotine-
ing this at the end of a massive rally in

Madras against the
of three Tamil Eelam leaders, s
| - ol e

were allowed to return to India,

RADIO SILENCE

ALLINDIA RADNO baycotted the public ques-
tion and answer session with Karnataka's
Minister I'DrMcd:llm and Major Industry,|H
Patel o The
bayeott is believed to have been in retalia-
tion for state ministers’ criticism of Union
Deputy Finance Minister Janardhana
Poojary's lean melas, AR is believed to have
recenved instructions not tocover Kamataka
ministers' programmes. Normally, the
Akashvani crew covers even minor
willage events,
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What the EC’s numbers hide

Unless the Election Commission is made to adopt more expansive criteria for eligible documents,
more than two crore face removal from Bihar's draft rolls

BY KAMAYANI SWAMI,
FAHUL SHASTRI,
YOGENDRA YADAV

THE ELECTION COMMISSION of India (ECT)
made an extracrdinary claim this Sunday.
Asserting that the Special Intensive Revision
{SIR) was proceeding in Bihar as per sched-
ube, it claimed that “docurnents from 93.2
per cent electors have been recefved” with
eight days left for the deadline to file docu-
ments, claims and objections to the draft
electoral rolls. Another grand success, just
like the collection of enumeration formes. Or
so the EClwould like us to believe.

Ghalib comes to mind: K1 khushi se mar
i jate agar etibar fota (Happily my Life I'd
mive, if [ could but believe L™ Yet another in-
credible claim by the ECL ancther pieceof data
:Il:slgncd to dazzle and :Dncl:al Yet another
claim that fli he ind report-
ing, including in this paper. The figure invites
o to think that the mission is completed,
that nearly everyone in Bihar has the docu-
ments asked forby the ECL, and that everyone
on the draft rolls has made it to the final vot-
ers list. It hides a critical piece of information:

duplicate form, while 10 per cent received
an 5MS acknowledgement. The remaining
B9 per cent have no proof of submission of
their enumeration forms. The Supreme
Court has now made it mandatory to pro-
vide a receipt of submission of documents,
but it may be too late.

Thcmmaining';l percentwere the *miss-
ing voters” — those residing in Bihar who
should have been on the voters” list but did

toral ol

The percentage of those who have
the documents required by the ECland those
who may have submitted documents like
Aadhaar that the ECl refuses to accept. That is
gning to-determine the final number of dele-
tions or the extent of disenfranchisement.
Till the ECl decides toshare the full truth,
orismade to doso by the Suputmc Court, we

ot fig ther the
or the recent draft. Within this category,
whichcould translate into nearty 90 lakh peo-
ple in Bihar, about one-third used to be on the
voters' list at some point, about one-sixth
butwell over half have never been.on the rolls
and have never attempted to be. This finding

The
Bharat jodo Abhiyaan had carried out a sec-
ond sample survey from [uby 31 to August 13,
immediately after the conclusion of the first
phaseofthe SIR and before the publication of
the draft rolls. (A report of the first survey
was carried in The Indian Express on july 22.)
Ourvolunteers collected information about
1,439 adults from 494 households in 59
booths of 16 assembly constituencies — all
selected randomly from the existing elec-
toral rolls. [The survey could not be com-
pleted in eight of the 24 constituencies in the
original sample.) This small sample is fairly
representative — 42 per centwomen, 24 per
cent Scheduled Caste, 62 per cent OBC and
13 percent General.

Itsfindings present a sobering picture of
what happened on the ground during the
SIR. Only 49 per cent of our sample reported
submitting a complete enumeration form
— filled in, signed, with a photograph and
some documents. A majority had either not
submitted forms, at least not to their knowl-
edge, or had submitted incomplete ones. In
our sample, 81 per cent of all adults had, di-
rectly or indirectly, received and returned
the enumeration form {everyone who re-
ceived it reported submission ). complete or
incomplete. While 3 per cent were simply
told that their enumeration form had been
filled, 7 per cent had no idea about the sta-
tus of their enumeration forms. As widely
reported, the acknowledgement receipt pro-
vided for in the SIR order proved to be a fic-
tion — less than 1 per cent of these who sub-
mitted fiorms reported getting areceipt ona

confirms our {Rahul Shastri and
“Yogendra Yadav, The missing voter', [E, July
31) that Bihar's voters' list was not inflated
but deflated as it ecluded a significant pro-
portion of “missing voters” that were by-
passed in the SIR process. None of these was
provided an enumeration form, though the
SIR order allowed fora 'Hank h:lrm nnbcpm—
vided in su

outcome of the SIR: Over 65 lakh deletions
and not a single addition.

Before we turn to documents, we must
first ask: How many were required to fumish
one of the 11 eligibility documents listed by
the ECI? Sadly, the ECI has kept shifting its
position on this crucial question. The origi-
nal SIR order exempted only those whose
own name figured in the 2003 voters' list. A
press release of June 30 extended the exemp-
tion to parents who featured in 2003, while
insisting that their child would still have to
submit his documents, In the Suprerme Court,
the ECl has expanded it further to say that if
any person's parents, or any relation what-
soever, werein the 2003 lst, then they don't
need to submit any documents, Our survey
showed that if we go by the original crite-
rion, only 48 per cent of the electors on the

While the Supreme Court’s
intervention
some of the disenfranchis
impulse of the SIR, at lea
Bihar, the possibility of any
further disenfranchisement
depends on the nature of the
documents considered

has checked

in

dazzling figure of 982 per cent
cannot conceal the fact that
third of those
whe ibmitted a
document may not have
submitted and cannot
possibly submit one of the 11
listed documents. Our

well over one

earlier 12 extractof the 2003
list and would thus qualify for exemption.
There is a significant group (5 percent) who
wiould qualify for this exemption but who
=3y they cannot access the extracts The num-
berwwould go upty another 17 per cent if the

ents were on the 2003 list.

proportion of those who face
exclusion due toa lack of
documents is much higher
among Dalits and the EBCs.

Finally,letus foc issueof doc-

R Sasikumar

uments that the ECI's latest claim glosses over.
Huowe marny of those who donot enjov exemp-
tion have submitted 2 document that the ECT
considers valid? Our survey showed that in
thiscategmry( irnamesto
the 2003 list and are required to give docu-
mentary proof), 59 per cent had attached
some document with their enumeration
form. Of these, only 18 percent had submitted
one of the 11 documents (mostly matricula-
tinn, domicile or caste certificates)on the ECl's
lise. Tl percent itted
doaummeats. midinks fachy A rati 4
which dio not figure on the ECTs list.

Of those withouta qualifying extract of the
2003 rolks, 43 per cent have none of the other
11 “eligibility” documents. Just one |n 12 of

lied for acasteor
tificate. Even acoounting for this, 35-40 per cent
will have no efigibility document to submit.
“Yet, 97 per cent of this group have Aadhaar
cards and 99.5 have Aadhaar or ration cards.

‘While the Supreme Court's intervention
has chedked Fthedi hising im-
pulse of the SIR, at least in Bihar, the possibil-
ity of any further dlscnrrmmdcpcnds

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Unfortunately,

in the first year of the

interim government, there have been no

cffective steps specifically addressing mob violence.

= THEDAILY STAR, BANGLADESH

Once upon
a festival

How 19th-century British policies and the
politics of the day shaped Ganesh Chaturthi
aswe know it today

ABHINAV CHANDRACHUD

IN MAY 1894, Bal Gangadhar Tilak's
English-language newspaper, The
Mahratta, informed its readers about a
surprising new divide-and-rule directive
adopted by the colonial government. Ina
confidential circular, Governor George

Robert Canning Harris, former captain of

the England cricket team, instructed his
officers that Hindus should be told, as a
matter of “courtesy”, to stop playing mu-
sic in religious processions while passing
by a mosque. Mo such rule was applica-
b, howwever, when a Muslim procession
went past a temple. The stage had been
set for a communal conflagration.

Sure enough, it ocourred a few months
later, im July 1894, when the famous
palanguins or palkhis of the poet-saints
Dmyanoba and Tukaram entered Foona.
At Ganesh Peth, as Tukaram’s palkhi was
passing through an area with a dargah,
some miscreants threw stones at the
man who was beating a drum in the
procession. A large communal scuffle
oceurred. Hindus saw this as a Muslim at-
tack on their religion. Tilak's Marathi-
language newspaper Kesari, the most
widely read local-language newspaper in
the Bombay Presidency, reported that
same 50 Muslims had attacked the
Tukaram palanguin.

All this happened just a few days be-

fore Moharram, the high festival of

Muslims in India, which fell on the first
10 days of the first month in the Islamic
calendar. For many years past, it was cus-
tomary for Hindus to participate in the

on the nature of the doci onsidered
admissible. The ECT's dazzling figure of 982
percent cannotconceal the fact that well over
one-third of those who have submitted adoc-
ument may not have submitted and cannot
possibly submit one of the 11 listed docu-
ments. Our preliminary caste-wise analysis
showes that the proportion of those who face
exclusion due to alack of documents is mauch
higher among Dalits and the EBCs.

Aswe wait forthe final picture to emerge,
there are only two possibilities. Dm: is that

processions that were taken out during
Moharram called tmbut (a word that lit-
erally means “coffin”). As the American
poet Lucia C G Grieve observed, the tobut
festival imvolved musical processions, es-
pecially using a large number of drums.
Om the last day of the festival, the tabuts
were taken to the seaside or bank of a
river and immersed. In Bombay, tabut
processions were carried out by both
Shias and Sunnis.

However, after the palkhi cpisodc

the EClis made to change
under the SIR order. [t could use a sleight of
hamltur:l:pandthcscupcu exemption from
expand the list
of documents to include Aadhaar in the list
of 11 valid documents. Otherwise, we are
|ooking at a deletion of mver two crore names
inthe SIR exercise.

swammi s state coordinator af Bharmt fodo
Ablyaon, Bifar: Shastr and Yadoaw work with
the naticmal temm af Bharet fodo bl
Yoy hias fited a petition in the Sapreme Court
chatlenging the SR Admowledgements:
Professor Pushpendim, Professor Munestwar
Yoy, Zafreen Nefan, [[S5 youth team, Rishi
Anand and fekd surveyaors

The tariff-proof sector

Tourism generates employment, boosts economy and is insulated from trade shocks

popular regional-language
in the Bombay Presidency like JGm‘pumm
Mumbai  Vaibhav, Indu Prakash,
Deenbandhu, and Subodh Patrika, advised
their readers, mostly Hindus, not to make
tabuts or take part in the Moharram
festival that year. Handbills were
pasted on temple walls containing this
message. The Poona Vaibhov went a step
further. [t told its readers that if Hindus
wished to “have similar rejoicings”, they
could start their own “procession in
honour of one of their own gods on a
suitable occasion”.

pened next was interesting.
MNewspapers began reporting that an old
Hindu festival, which was hitherto mosthy
observed privately, was going to be cele-
brated in Poona on a grand scale that year.
Omn July 22, 1894, the Vyapari reported
that preparations were on to celebrate
the Ganpati festival with “more than the
usual éclat”, “Chairs of state for idols are
being made and splendidly fitted up in
the town like the tabats,” wrote the Poona

Vaibhay the following month, *and bands
of persons are seen in the streets me lodi-
ously singing songs in glorification of
Ganpati and Shankar”.

Inother words, the Ganesh Chaturthi
festival that we now know of today had
its origins in 1894 in Foona, as a Hindu
substitute for Moharram. This was not
lost on contemporary observers. In
October 1894, The Mahratto explained the
phenomenon that was taking place. The
twosadhu poets, Tukaram and Dnyandey,
were the “great favourites™ of the lower
classes, who considered them to be
deities more beloved than the puranic
Gods. When the Tukaram patkhi was seen
to have been insulted by Muslims in
Poona, the lower classes decided to ab-
stain from the Moharram festival. *But
their love to give themselves up to song
and dance and to buffoonery for a certain
number of days during L"\«'cry year

ined ungratified.” said The Mahi
“They therefore started thc Ganpatl
festival™ “The festival was nota new one,”
wrote The Mahrotta, and had been
“observed from time immemorial”,
However, it was “modified...so as to re-
semble the Moharram™

Like the tabuts, on September 13,
1894, the Ganpatis were carried for
immersion in a public procession. *In
the place of the small Ganpatis which
wiz have for years past been accustomed
to zee in Poona”, wrote The Times of india
the following day, “the Hindoos have
on this eccasion made large imposing
figures of their God of Wisdom”, which
they “prominently exhibited in the
streets”, under “mandaps” designed like
“the taboots™.

There are many myths that prevail
ahout the founding of the Ganpati festival.
One of these is that it was organised for
disseminating anti-colonial messages.
This was probably not true. However,
what was remarkable about Ganesh
Chaturthi is that it united all classes of
Hindus under a common banner.

The Indian National Congress,
founded in 1885, was then a privileged
movement of educated elites and aristo-
crats. In 1894, against the hackdrop of the
Ganpati festival, a new kind of politics
was beginning to emerge in India, with
leaders like Tilak who appealed to the re-
ligious fervour of the masses.

Tilak felt that Ganpati was important
for “national regeneration”. As Kesari ex-
plained in September 1395, a nation re-
quired three things: A commaon religion,
commen laws and a commen language.
The British had given India laws and a
common language. However, Tilak felt
that the other element of nationality, a
“united religion”, had to be supplied by
Indians themsehses “if we hope to rise
one day as a united nation.” It would per-
haps not be incorrect to say that some of
Tilak's ideas of nationalism are now con-
sidered conventional wisdomin the cor-
ridors of power in Mew Delhi.

The 18905 resomate in mare ways than
one in modern-day India. The *Harris
Shield" inter-school cricket tournament
in Mumbai, best known for the
66&4-run partnership between Sachin
Tendulkar and Vinod Kambli in 1988,
is named after Governor Harris,
whose divide-and-rule policy on Hindu
musical processions  unwittingly
gave birth to the Ganpati festival in its
modern form.

The writer is an advocate
at the Bombay High Court

SUMAN BILLA

THE RECENT DECISION by the US toimpose

h'u;hm tariffs on select Indi

steel pipesto |:hcmu:a] products, is.a reminder
ofthe
pendence on any single setof global trade re-
lationships. India has long pursued economic

tourism GOPwill not only [ S ing 50 destinations in partnership
ports, from  ternal but i with states is an important step. Awurld—
against fluc handise trade. At ination ineach state, i

the same time, outhound travel is growing
rapidly. In 2024, over 28 million [ndians trav-
elled abroad, spending an estimated $28-31

diversification, ment underscore:

the value of widening our growth base.
Among the sectors that can deliver transfor-
mative results is tourism, not just as a show-
case of our heritage and soft power, but as an
economic engine capable or generating

billion. llers are among the high-
estspenders globally, witha grmmng appetite
for luxury, leisure, and i EXpeTi-

sm.u:rurc sustainability, and brand, can shift
India's positioning from a “place to see” toa
“place to experience.”

Twwo, simplifying e-visas, reducing immi-
gration queues and delivering a seambess ar-
rival e are vital. With India's air-

ences. This presents both a challenge and an

lines set to expand their fleet hy 1000

.=|rn=ﬁ d connectivil

multipliers of any sector. Every rupee spent
flowws through transport, crafts, food services
and community enterprises. When devel-
oped sustainably, tourism is also a green
growvth driver, creating livelihoods without
large-scale ervironmental costs.

Moreover, the rise of wellness tourism,
spiritual journeys, medical walue travel, and
immersive cultural experiences aligns per-
fecthywith India’ suu\]lsanmalsrrm\gttﬁ We

opportunity: Unless we offer c
superior experiences within India, much of

growth, hanw-

Tourism i
sive industries in the world, y:ncmmg]m:h—
hoads ac hiospitality, food serv-
ices, handicrafts,  wellness  and
entertainment. Few sectors can create em-
ployment on such a scale, spanning highly
skilled professionals in urban centres to
semi-skilled youth in rural communities.

At present, tourism contributes around 5
per cent to India’s GOF, compared to the
global average of 10 per cent. Countries like
Spain and the UAE, where tourism accounts
for about 12 per cent of GDF, illustrate the
potential when the sector is treated as a na-
tional groweth priority.

In 2024, tourism generated $28 billionor
Rs= 2,45,000 crore in foreign exchange earm-
ings forIndia. This is only a fraction of our po-
tential. Improving the inbound share of

flow outward.
IF wee can raise tourism’s GDP contribu-
tion from 5 per cent to 10 per cent over the
next decade, the results would be transfor-
mative — an additional 516 billion to the
economyeach year, 40 million new jobs, and
foreignexchange eamings rising to $130-140
billion Achieving this will require addressing
capacity constraints. India currently has about
1,80,000 branded hotel rooms and 1.5 million
unbranded rooms. Industry estimates indi-
cate that we need o triple our capacity in
both categories to meet demand, remain
price-competitive, and position oursehes to
host major global events and comentions.
Unlike goads exports, it is shaped primarily
by perception, infrastructure, and facil tation —

dionot wesimply

=t sm. Three, t lies

in content-led promotion, influencer en-
gagement and strategic digital storytelling.
Millions of creators already showcase India
to the workd: the task now is to amplify this
through Al-enabled curation and partner-
ships with gobal platforms.

Four, it is important to unlock private in-
westment. Expanding the tourism sector's in-
clusion in the Harmomsrd Master List of

need the India that already exists
maore effectively, more consistently and with
waorld-class standards.

In today’s world, resilience lies not only
in securing foreign markets but in building
domestic capacity that can withstand shockes.
Tourism offers cucﬂy this: ]nward quklng
inch rd-f;

It generates demand that cannot be taxed
at foreign borders, creates jobs that cannot

Infrastructure can catalyse i in-  be and builds national pride

cIudlngPPPpmJecrs like hutr]s ropeways, alongsld.c pn:lspcnty

wayside and cx v spr, letus seize this mo-
Five, tthckho.i\pmaDcﬂal:ampalgncan menttofr, 1at is bald,

evalve into a national movement. Domestic
tourism, accounting for 86 per cent of sector
revenes, fosters cultural exchange, economic
redistribution. and national integration.

amibitious, and executed with purpese. Tarniffs
may be beyond our control, but the warmth
of ourwelcome is entirely im our hands.

allofwhic Thereare travel The writer i crefory &
i pathways for yth [ ient will amplify these benefits. dlrerrorgelaemermm}'qr]'nuns.m
The Union Budget's announcement on Tourism has one of the highest economic Views are personal

(|
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

UP THE WRONG TREE

COOMI KAPDOR'S COLUMM {'Dogged
Activity', IE, August 24) i unfortunately
misleading The MCD's inability to meet
the targets of the ABC programme has
been a running concern. However, the
caregivers in her colony have worked
exceptionally hard to sterilise and vac-
cinate all the community dogs in the lo-
cality over the last six years. As a result,
the population of dogs has dropped
substantially, leading to greater safety
and bess conflict. Anunthinking hatred
of these helpless animals, who did not
ask to be on the streets, has conse-
quences. In 2013, stray dogs and birds
were poisoned in Nizamudding shortly
after that, Kapoor's erstwhile neigh-
bour, the late editor Vinod Mehta,

stepped in with others to restore prac-

tical compassion to the community. The:
animal caregivers in the area have
worked miracles. They are outin all
weather, working in tandem with the
MCD, often drawing on theirown funds
and attemnpting to reduce human-ani-
mal conflicts. In just a few years, they

have shown us that mass vaccination
aswell as a steady decrease in the pop-
ulation of community dogs is not a sen-
timental pipe dream — it can become a
reality, across Delhi and India.
Nilanjana§ Roy, New Delhi

SHORT-SIGHTED BAN

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, The
wrong answer’ (IE, August 25). While
the dangers of addiction, fraud, and fi-
mancial loss are real, banning both
games of skill and chance may hackdfire.
History tells us that bans often push ac-
tivities into unregulated or offshore do-
mains, making them harder to mond-
tor. The economic fallout is also
worrying — this sector was generating
_jobs, attracting imvestment, and boost-
ing government revenue. Halting it
abruptly sends a troubling signal o
businesses and investors alike. Rather
thanswinging the axe, the government
should have crafted smarter, stricter
oversight with dear rules, transparency,
and accountability.

Babwu Krishna, Bengalury
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CHiNMAY TUMBE

EVER SINCE the High-Level Committee on the
Inclian Diaspora published its report in 2000 -
{12, the word 'diaspora’ has gained currency in
policy cirches, The size of India's diaspora, es-
timated in 2000-02 to be ever 20 million, is
currently estimated to be over 30 million.
There have been over 2,000 studies on vari-
ous aspects of India’s intemational diaspora,

15 a national border necessary o define a
diaspora? ks that even feasible inIndia, where
the wards pravasi and videshi are used not
only for international emigration but alsofor
long-distance internal migration? Ask any
Oidia migrant worleer in Surat where they
Tave comme towork, anc they will say videsh”.

Foradiasponic experience, it is impartant o
cross asignificant cultural zone which may be

imternal or intemational. And yet, compared
to thee stuclies on international diasporas, we
lenoww very little about intermal diasporas,

Forinsance, Madurai districtin Tamnil Madw
counts virtually no 'migrants' from Gujarat in
the racent migration censuses, and yet repors
e than GOOOO Gagarati speakers inthe lan-
Euage censuses — more than thesizeof India's
diaspora in mast countries of the workl

Diasporas, after all, are aculmination of re-
cent and |).“l nugnllmls. such as the Indian

the 19the ryth
has led to the creation of an Indian diaspora
there tnday,

In arecent paper published in the jourmal
Secinfogical Bulletin, | estimated the internal
and international diasporas based on the ma-
jorl of India For
recent language censuses were used, exclud-
ing bowder districtson state boundaries, Forin-
ternational diasporas, other countries’ lan-

diasporas.

age 5
foemestimates, The results were striking.
When accounting for internal diasporas,
the ‘diasporic’ experience of Indians is not 30
million but well over 100 million,
Pungabi, Malayalam, and Tamil were the
mist dispersed language groups relative (o

FIWIT] SCIENCE |

COULD WE SOON HAVE SPACE-BASED
SOLARPANELS? NOT REALLY

SOLAR POWER is the fastest

saidina

newwable energy technology in the world.
Between 2024 and 2030, solar capacity
added is expected to account for B0 of
thie growthin renewable power glabally,
the International Energy Agency's
‘Reneveables 2024 report stated.

But this power source has several
limitations, It can anly operate in the
day, is sensitive to the vagaries of
. and recuires a lot more space
per unit of electricity produced than
minst other rechnologies,

Asibver bullet to sohe these problems:
space-hased solar power (SBSPY. This is
mota novel idea. But recent technological
advances have given it new wings, Alat-
est study by researchers from King's
College, London has estimated that SESP
could supply up to 80% of Eurape’s re-
newable energy needs by 2050,

Promise of SBSP

The stuchy, p\blulml mlh:]wn.lljola&'
last week,

“And, because it's in space, the solar
radliation is higher than on the Earth’s
surface.”

Reasons for scepticism

While 5PSH is based on existing tech-
nological principles and known physics,
making it economically viable remains
achallenge — one which the study does
not tackle.

The main issue is that such a system
would require setting upvery large struc-
tures on Earth and in space. *A single so-
lar power satellite at geostationary arhit
might extend more than a kilometre
across, with the receiver station on the
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‘Videshi’ in one’s own country: India’s

Ratloof diaspora size &

INDIA'S LINGUISTIC DIASPORAS

Ratho of internatianal

o0
@ieExplained
#ExpressExplained

If there are questions of current oF contemporary relevance that you would like
explained, please write to explained@indianexpress.com

internal diasporas

thee better-known Telugu diaspora in the US,
In fact, barring Malayalam and Tamil, all ma-
Jor language groups have larger internal di-
asporas than international diasporas. And a

Language | Sizeof diaspora
{in milliares)* ber af

Punjabi** 43
Malayalam 48
Tamil 84
Telugu 78

49
Hindi 309
Marathi 55
Kannada 20
Bengali** a6

thedrsizes(over 10%), followed by Telugu and
Gujarati, Himdi (which includes Bhajpuri and
Marwari inthe Indian C kers are the

Ity & 1
124 08
122 18
ns 12
97 01
87 03
75 02
LT 01
as 02
37 02

“fls o A1 Reefiers t0 fddion i ternarion dinspeore,
Sowrce; The fternod and Rieemations Dinspars of b

diasporas linked with the recency of migra-
tion, Ihmx\llm(lmpﬂl A fowmed by old Guj-
arati jom to Tamil Nadu linked with

largest segmentof India's diaspora but are less
dispersed relative to overall size. Marathi,
annada, and Bengali are the least dispersed.

As with the intemational diaspora, there
are 'old' internal diasporas and ‘new’ intermal

AMAAL SHEIKH
REW DELHL ALGLIST 25

UKION HOME Minister Amit Shah last week
acoused Justice B Sudershan Reddy, the op-
pasition alliance’s candidate [m Viee
President, of “supporting Maxalis

Justice Reddy, a retired Ju(lge of the
Suprene Court, headed the Bench that in 2001
delivered the landmark ruling in Nondin
ﬁtmdm v State of Ciharrisgar, which ended

ground needing a footpri
times larger,” the European Space
Agency's website says.

A enormous number of launches —
possibly runming into the hundreds —
wiould be required to set up asingle solar
satellite which could produce the equiv-

arbit couled h.mt".tusnnnuuu». Hlllﬂlghl
and beam it to Earth as microwaves, “de-
livering dispatchabie, zero-carbon power
that sidesteps the intermittency plaguing
wims anel solar” on the ground.

To make its assessment, researchers
carried out multiple simulations of two
concepts (Iwelupod oy MASA. Dne ‘A
mearhy conkin
and an intermittent planar array design”,
yiebded pasitive results, This design uses
mirror-like reflectors o collect sunlight in
orbit, transmit this enengy o stations on
Earth, which then convert it toelectricity,

Suchadesign effectively addresses all
major problems with sol ar power on

alentof al rLiclear power sta-
tion, according to ESA's website. For con-
vet, the much smaller Intermational Space
Station was built with more than 40 as-
sembly Nights.

Despite progressively declining
launch costs, the sheer scabe of space in-
frastructure required is an impediment
to SPER being viable, According to a re-
port in The Guardian, itis unlikely that the
“paotential cost-effectiveness af SASP
|could] be realised until 2050 because
building, launching and maintaining it
wouldd be too expensive unless techino-
logical growth reduces its costs”,

The researcher's modelling also does
not take into account space-specific chal-

Earth,” |nH|]Jl:£‘ Ily have the
ability o position solar panels to always
I.!Lelhesun whnhmml.pnml gonm

chas “orhital ion, trans-
mission interruptions or beaming vari-
ahility, wluc h ulul(l mlluﬂmﬂ 5B5]’
reliatility

i Jushum, the practice of wsing tribal youth
as Special Police Officers { 5P0s) twocounter the
Maoist insurgency in Chihattisgarh.

Shah said in Kerala on Friday that had
Justice Reddy not delivered the Salwa Jucum
Judgment, “the Naxal terrorism would have
enced by 20207, The remarks have been crit-
icised by the legal fraternity, who have said
thata judicial ruling cannot be equated with
the personal views of a judge,

“Ajudgment ks always open for critical
analysis, but maotives cannot be attached o a
Jusdge wha has authored the judgment. The

weavers ancl traders several centuries ago, and
mare recent onesin Kamataka and Maharash-
tra limked with business-related migrations,

There is a significant Telugu diaspora in
West Bengal and Maharashtra, in addition to

| of the internal diaspora is spread across
India's 10 Largest cities.

asporas have been understudied compared
(1] 1nlcr|u||rm|] diasporas, Understanding
5 an outcome of linguis-
| in outlining their in-
timate interlinkages.

Antwerp'sdiamend connection with Surat

Dhasporic ientities ane often ¢

anc] West Asi | firms’ labour linkages with

associations: thinkof Bengali associations that
haxst Durga Pujas, Marathi Mancals and the
spread of the Ganapati festival, and various
Gujarat Samaj bodies around the world Atone
point, the Gugarat State Non-Resident Cujaratis
Foundation listed 176 Gujarati associations
within India and 120 outside.

The preservation of |anguage is animpar-
tant aspect of diasporic groups, but it may
facle over tirne. Some diasporas have learnt
bocal languages along with retaining their
own, whereas in extremely cosmopalitan
settings, local languages were never seen as
important to learm.
and

Keralawere both Bacilitated by sizable Gujarati

ancl Malayalam cliasporas in Mumbsad, Intemal

migration is often the trigger behind imema-

tional migration and, in some cases, vice versa,
e v }

T
national borders is a Nawed idea that mast be
rectified to understand Inclian diversity, or for
that rmatber, the diversity of ary largs nation.
India's diasporic experiences greatly mat-
ter in the spread of customs and culsines, not
only around the workd but alsowithinIndia it
from the subnational that we begin to recog-
nise the full me, umu,ﬂ( wihat it means to be

My of the m.llk'nm.\ml

videshi, outside ¢ g try,

conflic
migrants within families (as depicted in

Chainmay Turbe is with IM-A and author

Jhumpa Lahiri's novel The Ay ket in the
case of international migration can be ob-
served among the internal diasporas as well.

Despite being thrice in size, internal di-

[T LAW |

SC’s Salwa Judum judgment

The Home Minister has accused the Opposition’s VP candidate Justice B Sudershan Reddy of supporting
Naxalism by ending the practice of appointing Special Police Officers to fight Maoists. What was the case?

Chhattisgarh state pullu! officials oversee the training of woinan SPOs at a Salwa
Juduim camip in Konta, Dantewada, 2000, Papres

The 5POs were appointed under the
Chhattisgarh Pofice Act, 2007, Uinlike the Inclian
H:\llm.ﬂﬂ 18hl underwhich the approval of a

Judge adjudicates, . based on the Co
and not his persomal philesophy or political
leaning, To !'mdmnllwnrpel\nn.lllmm of
a juclge in a given judgment 5
dlalious and is not penmiss
Mathur, former Chief Justice of the Allahabad
High Court, told The fndfan Express.

The election for Vice President is sched -
uled for September 9, The ruling NDA has
nominated Maharashtra Governor C P
Radhalorishnan for the post,

‘What was the Salwa judum?
Invthe firsi decade of the 2000, more than

ply conti
b thie dlaily pattern on Earth,” engineer

Tho[.lmrrrmrl report said.

200 cistricts ral states were in the grip
of the Manist insurgency, Chhattisgarh was

‘Wei He, one of the authors of the study,

EXP

affected, and witnessed ex-
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treme vickence: between 2005 and 2011, as
many as 1019 villagers, 726 security person -
nel, and 422 Maoists were killed in Bastar
abone, according bo official fgures.

I b the securit posed
Iy the Mazals, the government of Chhaetisgarh
sponsored a vigilante movement knoam as
Salwa Judum ("peace march’ in Goni), and

mohilised Iocal villagers into anmed groups of

5P, allso lenowvn as Koya Commandos,
These groups largely comprised tribal
youth of the particular areas in which they
wieTe active, soame of whom were as young as
18 yearsobd, and often had imited education.

m, aquired for the ol
SP0s, the Chhattisgarh Act gave the superin-
tendent of police wide discretionary powers,
The 5P were given firearms for self de-
fence, and were deploved to assist as guides,
translators, informants, and spotters, They
et an honorarium of Rs 3,000 per month,

‘What was the case before the SC?

In 2007, sociclogist Manding Sundar, his-
torian Ramachandra Guha, and former 1AS
officer EAS Sarma filed a petition before the
SC challenging the practice of Salwa Judum,

The petitioners alleged that it was uncon-
stitutional, violated fundamental rights, and

had ed o acl human rights abuses

It blurred the line between civilians and com-
batants, left poorly trained youth exposed to
violent retaliation, and displaced entine com-
munities, they said.

‘Whatwas the argument of the state?
Bath the central government, which was
lel by thee Congress at the time, and the state
mewernment led by Raman Singh of the BJP,
defended the policy.
The Union argued that *its role [was| lim-
it 1o the appreval of upper limidted the num-

ber of SP0s for each state fisr the purpose of

reimbursementof the henerarium under the
SRE( security-related expendivure ) scheme”,

andd that the * a|1|1c||rlm('r|.l
ment, m]c.md

aining, deploy-

Inelia Mowing: A History of M)
(2018). ,His paper The ncermal and
Antern aational Dicspons of ndin' was peiblished
i the journal Sociclogical Bulletinon Aug 13

SPOs were treated as part of the regular force
for welfare purposes,

A what did the court rube?

The court examined whether the prac-
tice of armming and deploying SPOs was con-
sistentwithconstitutional provisions under
Articles 14 and 21, which guarantee the fun-
damental right to equality and the right o
life with digmity.

It nioted that the Chhattisgarh Police Act
gave very wide discretion to the executive to
appoint SPOs without clear conditions or
safeguards, The court found that seme of
those who had been recruited and armed
had not even studied up to Class 5.

“It would be impassible for any reason-
able person to accept that tribal youngsters,
whio may, or may not, have passed the fifth
standard, would possess the necessary
scholastic abilities to read, appreciate and
understand the subjects being taught to
them, andg.am the appropriate skills w be

" of the 5P0s
d by the state

concerned, the 5Cs order recorded.

Chhattisgarh filed detailed afidavits sub-
mitting that recruitment wis on avoluntary
basis. The applicants had to be at least 18
wears of age, undergn character verification,
and should have preferably studied up to the
fifth standard. The state said that preference
was given to those who had suffered at the
hands of Maoists and wanted to resist them,

The order noted the submission of the
state that “[T|he victims of nacal violence
and youth from naxal affected areas having
knowled ge of the local terrain, dialects, nax-
alites and their sympathizers and who vol-
untarily come forward and expressed their
willingness are recruited as SPOs after char-
acter verification”

The afficlavits stated that SPO:

IEET-INSUTEEnECY Mavements
against the Maoists,” the court said.

Onthe use of firearms, the court said that

s “would simply not |

.m.llytlc.!lJndcuulllmsklllsuslmdandun-
derstand the complex socio-legal dimensions
that inform the concept of self-defence”,

The court held that expecting poarly
trained and underpaid SPOs to perform the
same functions as regular police officers was
discriminatory and violaved Article 14, ltalso
held that exposing them to life-threatening
risks withowt adequate training, prnl.('clmn
or long-tenm security violated their righe o
life under Article 21 of the Constination.

O the argument that SPOs were being
provided livelihoods, the court ohserved:
e simiply canmot comprehend how imvoly-
ing ill equipped, I:me]ylllm.llﬂwun[,smr\m

inithe use of weapons, as well as in law and bu-
man rights, They were equipped withfirearms
for self defence, and were taught o assist po-
lice and security forces by providing intelli-
gence and guidance in undamiliar terrain,

The state claimed that "SPOs have been
able to thwart more than a dozen Maoist at-
tacks on relief camps and have also been in-
strumental in saving lives of regular troops,”
according to the padgment. It alse argued that
the appointment of SPOs provided liveli-
hoods in areas with limited employ

counter activities,
lives are placed in danger could be conceived
undder the rubric of livelinoad," it said.

The SC said that the state was effectively
using citizens as expendable instruments in
counterinsurgency ops, which was “revela-
tory of disrespect for the lives of the tribal
wouth, and defiling of their human digniry”.

Itordered that the practice of appointing
SP0s for counterinsurgency operations
should be stopped, Salwa Judum was dis-
banded, and the court directed that only
properly trained police or paramilitary forces

portunities. According to the government,

should carry out operations against Maoists

Fiji PM Rabuka’s changing relationship with his country’s Indian diaspora

ALIND CHAUHAN
HEW DELHI ALIGLIST 25

FRIME MINISTER Narendra Modi met his
Fijian counterpart Sitiveni Ligamamada
Rabuka in New Delhi on Monday. Rabuka
is on his first visit to India since becoming
PM in December 2022,

large Indian diaspora, Rabuka
said: “They (Fijian-Indians) have con-
tributed wowhat Fiji is todan., They contimue
o comtribute to Fiji's growth, to Fiji's coon-
iy, o Fiji's stability."

Rabuka's own rise in Fijian politics had
been on the back of a coup in 1987, which
removed a Prime Mindster backed by eth-
nic Indians from office, Rabuka has since
apodogised for his actions at the time,

The Fijian coup of 1987

On the moming of May i4, 1087,
Rabuka. then a lieutenant colonel in the
army, and 10 masked soldiers stormed Fiji's

parliament and arrested then PM Timoci
Bavadra. At a news conference subse-
quently, Rabula announced the suspension
of the constitution and said he would form
acaretaker government until fresh elections
are held to*restore civilian rule and go back
to democracy”, The indian Express had re-
ported at the time.

The coup took place a little over amonth
after an alliance of the National Federation
Party and Labour Party won elections that
lexd tos the farmation of a cabinet deminated
Iy ethinic Inclians for the first time since Fiji's
independence from Britain in 1970, Bxvadra
had been elected with the support of a large
section of Fijian-Indians,

A day after his takeover, Rabuka an-
nounced he was drafting anew constitution
that Fiji again
I inatetl it No
Power for Indians: Rabuka’, The Indian
Express, May 16, 1987 ). He denied discrimi-
nating against Indians, and claimed that he
was only looking after the Fijians' interest”,

O May 19, anti-Inclian riots broke out in
the country. " [A] croved of ethnic Fijians ran
through the streets of Suva in an hour-long
rampage, attacking Indians and Indian-
owned shops” despite Rabuka' s:lppeals fow
calm, The fdicsn E: y 201

1987, plans to reform the constitution were
approved, and it was decided thar Bavadra
and Kamisese Mara — a former PM popu-
lar with incligenous Fjians — would form
an interim government.

| Rabuka orchestrated a sec-

At beast 50 Indians wmmpumdmpmdm
wiolence provoked by a rally that Indians
ook out in support of the owsted Fi.

Rabuka's second coup
Widespread racial vio-
lence followed the military
takeover, academic Amba
Panshe wrote in an article pub-
lished in the journal Strategic
Anatysis {'Race and Pewer Struggle in Fiji').
Parsde wrote that an attemnpt by the gover-
nor-general to form an advisory council
with both Bavadra and Rabuka failed after
the ousted Phi refused e participate “on the
grounds that the composition of the coun-
cil was unconstitutional and biased”,
Following weeks of negotiations, in July

EXPLAINED

HISTORY

ond coup on September 25 of that year. He
declared Fiji a repulblic and proclaimed him-
self head of state, replacing the Queen.
Countries around the world condemned
these actions and refused o recognise his
regime. India imposed trade
sanctions on Fiji,

Under pressune, Rabukare-
signed as head of state on
Diecember 6, 1987, and Penaia
Ganilau became the first President of the
Fijian Republic. A new constitution was
promulgated in 1990, and elections were
held two vears later.

Background of crisis

The 1987 election result was only a irig-
ger for Rabuka's coup, Since independence,

the South Pacific Ocean archipelago had
seen a widening pullncal divide between

These insecurities came to a boil after
thL- general elections of 1987, A section of

ethnic Indians and i Fijians,

Indians wiere brought to Fiji from 1879
wrmwiard as girmitiyas or indentured labour
transported to work in the sugar planta-
tions on the islands, The majulily of these
Inehi ol back after the ind Y5
tem ended and, over time, gained prosper-
ity. The Indian community eventually be-
came the backbone of Fiji's economic
system, and they had, Ily the 1940s, out-

ethnicFi

of the islands.

Anoither reason for the ethnic Fijians' re-
sentment was the nature of landholdings,
Indigenous Figians owned more than 3% of
the land on the islands, but Indian tenant
Farmers held most of it on 99-year leases,
Pande noted. “Despite the factthatthe land
‘wias legally made inalienable by the consti-
tution of 1970, the fear of losing it had al-
wtys been there in the minds of the Fijians"
Pande wrote.

elif Fijians sought to thwart Indo-
Fijians from consolidating political power,

Multiple apologies

Orver the years, Rabuka has apologised
multipe times for the 1987 coup.

He had apologised publicly on the 215t
anniversary of the takeover in 2008, Tt was
amistake and | admit | was wrong,” he said
on that occasion, according to a Reuters
report,

In 2023, months after being elected
FPrime Minister for the second time. Rabuka
apologised again,

"W confiess cur wrongdoings, and we
confess that we have hurt so many of our
people in Fiji, particularly those of the Indo-
Fijian community of the time and among

daughters,
Feh o [

danigh das
labowrers from India between 1879 and
1916." hee said im the country's capital, Suva,
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Maverick diplomacy

The US ambassador’s

1ppointment is problematic

The appointment of Sergio Gor, White House personnel chief, as United States

b dorto Indiaand ial onSouth and Central Asian affairs, subject
to Senate confirmation, has presented New Delhi with a new set of challenges to
navigate vis-a-vis its fraught relations with the Donald Tremp administration. The
appointment is remarkable for several reasons and demands a cautious response
from the Indian government. First, Mr Gor, 38, has no diplomatic or overseas ex-
perience that would have made him an automatic choice for a posting in a country
of the size and complexity as India. His rise to prominence in the Tramp White
House has been on the back of backroom manoeuvring with several prominent
Republican politicians before he chose to align himself closely with the Maga
(“Make America Great Again”) faction. One of President Donald Trump's eardiest
backers in his presidential bid, Mr Gor managed & political action committes and
published his promotional books. This unwevering loyalty yielded considerable
backroom power in the Oval Office, where he was responsible for background
checks and security clcmncs forkey federal appointments. As such, he is known
tohave the earof the F i dministration treat
him with circumspection.

At a time when Mr Trump has imposed punitive tariffs on India, Mr Gor's
proximity to the President has been presented by some Indo-US commentators
as a potential sdvantage forthe government in securing better terms in its trade
negotiations with the White House. This may be an optimistic assessment.
Though Mr Gor has not been known to articulate views on trade, he is unlikely
to deviate from Mr Trump's position once he shifts into the Roosevelt House.
Moreover, the President has also stated that his newly appointed envoy’s
agenda is to “Make America Great Again”, of which one-sided trade deals are
an integral element.

Second, given that Foreign Minister 5 Jaishankar said he had “read” about the
appointment and declined to comment on ambassadorial appeintments of other

politicos within the
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Why are FPIs selling?

The current geopolitical environment may strengthen the
bearish case, but it is not the primary cause for zero net inflows

India has now gone five years with zero net foreign in-
flows into the public equity markets, an incredibly
long time. This year too, flows are running at a
negative $13 billion. Forelgn ownership of Indian
equities ks at a 15-vear low. India ks now a consensus
sell, with regional, global, and emerging market (EM}
funds all underweight. In the same five years, do-
mestic flows have exceeded $185 billion_ Just as for-
elgn investors have lost interest, domestic investors
have never been more bullish,

‘What has caused this lack of interest among for-
edgn capital? Partly, it Is due to the general decline in
appetite for the EM asset class. EM
equithes have been a horrendous place to
Inwest, dramatically underperforming
both the United States and ghobal equities.
Ahun.dmddo.ll.arsim\eghedin EM equities

compared

countries in public, it is probable that the diplor tions re-
garding Mr Gor's appointment have not been observed. Most countries negotiate
an approval by a country to receive & dipbomat from another state. This exercise is
generally considered fundamental to diplomatic relations between countries. In
this instance, the omission of this practice is particularly concerning since Mr
Gor's brief also covers South Asia and Central Asia, a position that will be prob-
Iematic for New Delhi. This expanded responsibility not only indicates a new way
of hyphenating India and Pakistan, th.cd.cslgmll.on also ralscs the prospectof US
meddling in India’s relations with its ne Nepal,
Sri Lanka, and Bhutan.

In 2006, India had rejected a designation for Richard Holbrooke as US special
cmw for India and Pakistan under the Obama sdministration. Subsequently, Mr

was redesi d US special ive for Pakistan and Afghan-

fstan and focused on the Af-Pak policies of the US sdministration, though he did
occasionally consult India, given Mew Delhi’s role in Afghanistan's reconstruction
at the time. All told, Mr Gor's appointment cannot be viewed with equanimity.
Given the manner inwhich it has been made, the expanded ambit of responsibil-
ity, and the maverick background of the candidate himself, it carries no reassur-
ance that Indo-US relations will move back on track soon.

Dangerous provisions

Misuse of sedition and defamation against the media must stop

In May 2022, the Supreme Court took a great step forward for constitutional lib-
erties in India. A Bench headed by Justice N V Ramana, then chief justice, sus-
pended the operation of the sedition provision in the Indian Penal Code — under
Section 124A. This followed a recognition of the fact that the code, as written —
although it had been read down as early as 1062, in the Kedarnath Singh case —
was being misused by the political authorities. Unfortunately, politicians have
chosen to ignore the court’s desire. A particularly shocking example of this was
wisible recently in the Assam Police’s registration of sedition cases against jour-
nalists associated with The Wire.

In this case, defiance of the law and of the judicial system has taken several
forms. First, the Union government itself may have chosen to evade the court's
expectation that Section i24A cease operation until it met the Kedarnath criteria
by introducing a replacement for the Indian Penal Code (TPC), the new Myaya San-
hitas. Section 152 of the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita might be considered to be a
simple rewording of the IPC's Section 124A. Then there is the question ofwhy the
Agsam Police is imposing sedition proceedings on journalists for articles

s today wor

to almost § $500if it had been invested in

global indices. Within this context, India

has massively outperformed. Over the
past five years, M5CI India delivered dol- \
lar returns of almost 15 per cent per
annum, compared to just 5 per cent forthe
broader EM index.

Many investors have lost faith in the
EM asset class, cut exposure, and India has been a
funding source, given its relative outperformance.
The original bulls on India, the US endowments and
foundations, have been in the midst of a liguidity
crunch. Uwrexpueedto pﬂvate asseu theyhawe an
asget/liat dtoralse
capital by salling pub.lic equltleg. Again, India has
been an obvious funding source, given its strong ab-
solute and relative performance overthe Last five years
and current high valuations.

The Indian economy has noticesbly slowed over
the past 12-18 months. Growth ks clearly a challenge;
this Is not an economy firingon all cylinders. Weseem
tn be stmgﬂlng to even reach [ per cent gmwth

d, Az
best_es:nmg per !heﬂe(hl’h]g!uwth will be around
10 per cent this year, similar to FY25. For a market

AKASH PRAKASH

trading at over 20 times forward earnings, earnings
disappointments cannot be afforded. You cannot be
the second-most expensive market in the world — far
above EM valuations — and deliver just 10 per cent
EPS growth.

Many investors feel that until very recently, there
was asense of complacency, noreal plan to accelerate
growth. The third term of the government had seem-
ingly got off to & slow stare in terms of econommic re-
forms. U ahout the sustainability of the
7-8 per cent long-term growth trajectory and in need
of liquidity, many investors booked profits and re-
duced their Indian equity exposure. You
canmniot justify India's valuation premium
unless youare fully convinced it will de-
liver outperformance in both economic
growth and eamings. Over the past 24
months, this belief in India's long-term
economic outperformance has come
under question, as reforms have lagged.
Global investors of all stripes have used
the high valuations and domestic inves-
torappetite to cash out.

India s also being seen as an arificial
intelligence (Al loser. Al as a theme
sepms to be entering bubble terdtory.
Since the launch of ChatGIT, Al stocks have ac-
counted for more than 50 per cent of the S&5° 500's re-
tums. Today, elght stocks — all Al plays — represent
ower 35 per cent of the US market's capitalisation.
single companies are now spending over £75 billion
each on research and capex. We do ot have much of
aplayon larae | dels (LL} the build
of Aljdata centre infrastructure. Frankly. except for the
US and China, noother country is really a player, such
is the scale of R&D and capex required,

India also faces the question of the future of its IT
services Industry. Emploving over 5 million people, IT
services has been a huge driver of white-collar jobvcre-
atlom. A few years ago, the industry was hiring
200,000-250,000  fresh grs.dumg annually; this
mumbe is already d b SO0 5
the industry may actually shrink in terms of man-
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power over the coming five vears as Al reduces the
need for software engineers. Was the TCS layoff just
thecanary inthe coal mine? As industry growth slows
and emp]nwe pylamnds hl.uat the sector may alsa
need to shed th ds of high
memjcbs \.\. hatwill bethe mmconnml.c Impact of
this slowing to sub-fin

7 India has scal al! hllﬂ'*man
pawer a real competitive advantage. However, as Al
reduces the need for this skilled worldorce, will ik affect
India'z long-term growth trajectory? A falr question.

Itisimportant to remember that we have recebved
o FPI flows for five years now. Thus, the current geo-
political stress is not the only reason why [nvestors
have tumed negative. It may strengthen the bearish
case, bt ks not the primany canse for zero flows.

Domestic equity flows appear to be more struc-
tural in nature. Even today, after 12 months of zero re-
turns, flows continue to accelerate! When the foreign
buyer returns, it could have & disproportionate price
impact. We have forgotten how markets react when
foreigners and locals buy in competition with each
other, it has not h ned for five years.

With the dollar weakening, down 10 per cent year-
to-date, the prospects for non-US equities are improw-
img_ This year in dollar terms. global markets have
done better. Atsome stage EM equity as an asset class
will get substantial flows. However, for India to get
more than its far share, we have toconvince global in-
vestors of the sustainability of our 3-8 per cent growth
algorithm. With economic growth will come EPS
arowth. With domestic g, s ur i
ket will correct significantly in absolute terms. They
have already withstood a lot of bad news. Thus, for in-
vestors to come back into Indlan equities, they will
have o probably accept the valuation premiums, The
willingness to pay up will come if investors believe we
have a0 years of 7 per cent economic ahead,

‘This Is where the current geopolitical d.ifﬁcnl.des
should be seen as both a wakeup call and an oppor-
tunity head on long: ACTOS
the economy. The list of needed reforms iz well
kmown, now is the time wo turn edversity into action.
We must treat this as an economic crisis and act ac-
cordingly to improve our long-term competitiveness
and strengthen the building blocks for delivering
muli-decadsal 7 per cent growth, Initial signe of action
are visible, but we have alot more to do.

‘The last few weeks have also shown us that only
economic leverage matters. We frankly have very
little. It does not matber that we may be the founh-lar-
Zesteconormy, what is our leverage? We muststrive for
dominance in certain industries. Absent this, we will
never have enough leverage. China's beverage ks not
only in rare-earth magnets. it also lies in the fact that
iz accounts for 35 per cent of global manufacturing
value addition, as much as the necat 16 countries com-
bined. We cannot aspire for swch scale, but if thought
through, there are industries of global significance,
where we have the opporiunity to dominate. We must
work on reaching global scale and also become indis-
pensable to certain supply chains.

The author i with Amansa Capital

Unlocking India’s mass market potential

External headwinds inevitably turn our gaze 1o do-
mesthe consumption to see if it can come to the res-
cue of gross domestic product or GDP growth. All
eyes and hopes rest on tradidonal policy leversof de-
mand stimulation. The eartler cut inincome-tax rates
that helped azmall but relatbvely high-spending seg-
ment of Consumer India and the fortheoming cut in
goods and services tax rates, slated to reduce prices
of a range of consumption iterns, will glve a much-
needed one-time step-up inconsumer spending.
However, more can and must be done by way of
creative and mategnc policy measures to d.e\el.op

we want to fully unlock s con-
on commentary made by military officials about Operation Sindoor. Forget about sumpeion patential, preparing fora future
ghein itious — if the Union neither the vhere d o ption may be any

the absurdity of reps
foreign nor defence ministries, views this as sedition, what is the reason for the
Assam government’s stance? And finally, it has been reported that immediately
after the Supreme Court granted the journalists protection from arrest under one
sedition FIR in Assam, they were threatened with arrest under another. If true,
surely this would amount to a deliberate failure to understand the court's intent?

While this is an unusually egregious example of the misuse of such provisions,
it should be noted that the Assam government is not alone in the political class in
using the law to go after members of the media. Recently, for example, the spo-
kesperson for the Congress threatened to file a criminal defamation case against
one member of the media for a programme discussing the party's accusations
against the Election Commission of India. Whether or not the programme in ques-
tiom was & fair reporting of the facts is not the point. The problem is that even a
party that should recognise the dangers of criminal defamation — which, re-
member, was used as a method to disgqualify the Congress” Rabul Gandhi from the
Lok Sabha — remains willing to use this provision.

Theonly remedy to this sort of overreach by those who should know better lies
through court action and legal reform. First of all, it is to be hoped that the Su-
preme Court recognises that the actions of the Assam Police must cause it to
hasten the examination of the revised sedition provision that it has already said it
will conduct. A three-judge Bench led by Chief Justice B R Gavai issued a notice
o the Union government on this matter earlier this month. And, second, the ques-
tion of decriminalisation of defamation must again be studied. While past Law
Commissions have advised against it and the Supreme Court upheld its constitu-
tiomality in 2016, it is clear that misuse of the provision by the political class shows
no sign of stopping.

even mote important driver of economic
growth. Policy measures aimed at large
companies and richer consumer seg-
mentsdon't percolate o the mass market
— large Indian companies, barring a lit-
eral handful do not really engage with
these consumers, put off by the small-
tcket-size,  high-volume-low-margin
character of thelr consumption, and their
easily dented Incomes and confidence,
leaving them to be the preserve of small
local companies and wagon loads of imports from
China. There s little expectation that barge businesses
will suddenly change thelr minds and invest in mega
manufacturing capacities, taking a leaf from China,
o serve the mass market. As the rich have grown
richer, the economic logie of investing steadily in a
long-term, money-spinning segment with a painful
path to reach it is even less artractive to large com-
panies. Theywould racher wait forthe “ugly ducking™
to transform into a richer swan worthy of being
served, which will take along tme.

The richest 2t percent of Indian households have
historically been very high earners, spenders, savers
(and 1n\resmr!J have shock-resillent incomes, and
display 1 ion behaviour
(meaning seeking better performance points and
willing to pay more for them), and will continue tobe

RAMA BIJAPURKAR

=0 because of their education-occupation demo-
graphics. Theywill consume without the help of pal-
icy nudges, though they are an instant source of
quick push-ups inspending. Reduce iPhone or laptop
prices, and they will replace faster or buy more
gadgets. Reduce stamp duty, and they buy higher-
priced homes. They are the darling custorners of
large companies, who will nurture them with a wider
variety of supply.

The next vchest 20 per cent of households are a
diluted version of the top 20 per cent. with poorer so-
cioeconomic demographics but on the radar of large
consumer-facing companies as the next logical
source of growth for their existing strat-
egles. Even iftheir consumption growth
isnot asstable, thei holds

alot of volatility in response to short-term sethacks.
Fortunately for us, the new econony, with its digi-
tal business models, has shown the formula to drive
thnstm\sfunna‘tl.un — one that policy should now en-
) Built around the |
mregation of small consumers and small !uppllers
and virtual marketplaces, which offer value-gdded
services that none can individually afford, its genius
Is that it transforms around existing structures, [tean
create more jobs by platform-enabled scaling of small
suppliers and offer benefits of economies of scale to
small customets and suppliers through aggregation,
It can manage the painful small-value, high-het-
erogenelty requirement at lower costs and with
hlgher efficiency than large businesses by aggmegat

Il suppliers. Think

even in economically har\:l times. At
worst, they display downtrading behav-
iour (meaning will setle for less par-
formance at lower prices ). This group
quickly responds to nudges of more or
cheaper credit and price reduction of as-
pirational durables, cars and homes —
provided the emvironment has not
dented their confidence in future in-
comes, which is also more fragile than
that of the richest 20 per cent.

However, itis the consumption of the middle 40
per cent of India's households, the relatively homo-
geneous mass market spanning urban and rural
India that we now need to turn our policy attertion
tou The long-term perspective should be to transform
it into a higher-productivity. higher-efficiency, de-
mand and supply (consumers and producers) eco-

Vst pable of extracting i im patential,
'be!t measured interms of net present value of the fu-
ture growth it will deliver.

l‘hi! conSUImEr bese is modest income, mostly

inf Iy employed, or

“own SEI:OLLM “workers with varying degrees of skills.
It knows what is available, Is 2 keen consumer and a
sophisticated value processor, &nd wh.ile Iris asure bet

kitchens. small hotels, or a variety of home services.

It can rernove small-ticket-size and remote-loca-
tlon penaltles that have dampened mass-market
consumption. It can yoke existing small retailers,
‘even in remote areas, into a large, lean distribution
machine, or go-to-market pipeline through which
mioke products and services can be pushed with mar-
ginal cost increases. It can enable small consumers,
through sharing, to access Large-ticket items they
‘would like but cannot afford — like tractors, cars and
‘wedding finery. Service marketplaces that aggregate
own-account workers offer some of the benefits of
“formalisation” — improved productivity, enhanced
skill blevels, more pricing power, lower cost inputs and
easier access to credit via the plarform and increased
financial transparency. All this is not just comceptual.
Several startups have already demonstrated this on
the ground. The virtual marketplaces movement that
agrregates the small is already underway.

For all these reasons, it makes sense for policy to
be designed to stimulate and nurture this new eco-
system of "aggregation of the small”, and consider it
as wirthy —ifnot mose — than the production-linked
Imcentive-type schemes.
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Tracking the ‘Non-Returning Indian’

BOOK
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SAMIEEV AHLUWALIA

The authoris a joumalist with a
d . He for rial

to/labour shortages actoss the British
Empire. Surplus Indian labour was
exparted to fill the gap. Indebted
disadvantaged castes became bonded
Lahaurers abroad to pay off thedr loans.

boom after the w7os ofl price shock. In
the third phase from the mid-1980s,
doctors responded to the growing
demand of the UK Natlonal Health

Serviceand engineers, toth ingofUs

abroad for at least 180 days in a calendar
year, Ini the Gulf, where only long-term
workand investment visas are available,
generations of MELs have grown up
hinzth hilue Indian

opted ,

robes at key public policy institurions in
India and abread, served as media
advisorto Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh and was chief editor of twn
business papers, inclhuding this one.

Possibly. the journalist in him, won
‘when he carchily, albeit narrowly, titlad
the book around the ongeing flight of
the moneyed — unlike the pooror
professionals earlier. The bulkder section
onthe three earlier migratory waves,
starting from the colonlal period are
fascinating. The first wave was driven by
the sbolition of slavery in 1861, which bad

the country for better progpects — less of
anoptl.onhat.hlna.lmlawlube '\ﬂksjt

the lackof*nationalism” amongst "Non-
Eeturning Indians.” But outward

Bharat" by 2047 Will
in nominal gross domestic product or
GDP and per capita income levels near
high-income economies, change
migration patams? Maore wealthy people
‘will migrate thanworkers, One

hasits I irward
remittances, which in 2003-24 met 55 per
centof the goods tradedeficlt of $211
billion versus only 25 per cent met by
the surplus from services trade. Inward
rernittances stabilise India's external

Few returned. Many went back because immigration 1aws in 19065 and after 1008, Passport, ‘but comfortablein half of the top 5 percent or 30 acoount (key in the recent 541 ratings
they faced no caste prejudice there with wothe YK demand spike inthe US. The thelr West Aslan skins, million eould opt for upgrade), without any incentives.or
better employment prospects, evenafter  fourth, ongolng, wave Is the wealthy Atotal of 32 million Indian elobalised lifestyles. support from the government, though
Indian independence in 1947, following their globally diversified PLOs and NEIs compares Conversely, mote employment  recently proactive counsellor support
The auth kes the fragil invest driven by the 1991 Favnurah.lywl.dnheesth\med athome on better terms, could forstranded Indian migrants,
around Ind o ! | h Chinese nationals temper the flight of workers wasexceptional.
hen the loyalty of citizens tothe controls, and freeing crossborder flow of living overseas and another 40 and professionals. Inward ‘This is a deeply referenced book. It
tricolour clashed with theirtraditional capital. In 2023, there were 19 million ruidllion naturalksed abroad. Imrmigration might increase as Lays out the facts on migration trends
ity to the 580-0dd princes who ruled P1Os [persons of Indian ordgin) — Sadly, no dataon migeation Sacessian of the the powerful, the aged and dsh the author the
one halfof India till then. Add tothatthe including the children of Gujarati trends is available for China, successhuk The lohal citizer toa political behind these
pain of 10 million fing India, dmmi, in East Africa, the UKand unlike India, whichis Flight out of New culturally amractive, politically  trends in India and the reciplent
from Pakistan — the largest human the US, aswell assecond-round transparent. Despire near |mia stahle, cheaper economy. countries. Recommended forall exdsting
migration in history. Mo wonder the immigrants in the UK, British passport similar Lt fewer 5, B Every departing Indian might and prospective Indlan migrants, to
Constituent Assembly rejected a proposal M]de:g offspring of Punjzbiand Gujarsti  Indians need to escape shroad Pnbllah:l! by be replaced by twi forelgners ko the br “trilbal ™ history and allin-
for dual passports, ¢ that lled in 1972 from Uganda compared to China. even. — an inflow of 80 millon bound tourists, who are increasingly
citlzens rernakn Joyal only to.one country. alnngmﬂmmersuum.\snns_m though thelatter s morethan mM" Y forelgners or 3per cent of the likely to have new Indian origin
The I there are only 13 million fivatimes richer in per capita Indian population — six nelghbours back home.

Was y
migration by workers from the west coast
looking for opportunities inthe Gulfand
‘West Aska, followed Later by labour from

north Indiato feed the construction

Mon-resident [ndians {(ME1s) —slighthy
mave than one per cent of the adult
Indian population, MR1s are Indizns with
an Indian Passport but live or work

terms. People vate with their feet. Our
“laid back™ governance style and dismal
recawd on public goods, might cramp
business and “ease of living.” Butthe

times the share of forekgners in colonial
times. That spells happy tmes for the
services indusery.

‘The authorsh turistic fantasies

The reviewer ks distinguished felbow at
Chintan msean:h Foundation, and was
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Why Ukraine war drags on

Russia firm that Ukraine cedes some of its provinces

—
Sridhar Krishmaswami

tthe time of the American
A Presidential election

campaigning, somebody
should have impressed upon
candidare Donald Trump that
ending the ongoing war in the
Ukraine cannot be done in one
day. The reason: Russia and
Ukraine carry so much history
and baggage that evena
generationwill find it difficulc to
resolve, More than aweek after
thie Alaska summit followed by a
meeting of European leaders and
President Volodyryr Zelensky in
Washington, there are signs that
President Teurmp is clearly
exasperated and for gond reasons.
The much toured meeri:
berween the Presidents of Russia
and Ukraine does not seem to be
on the horizon.

TRUMP FRUSTRATED
“I'm going o make a decision as
rowhat we do and it’s going 1o be
avery important decision, and
thar's whether or not it's massive
sancrions or massive tariffs or
both, orwe do nothing and say it's
your fight,” President Trump
remarked, whichappeared a

apestion to Kyivto go onthe
offensive. And President Trump
ook to his social media plarform
wohammer President Joe Biden
saying he would not let Ukraine
fight back, only defend. “Itis very
hard, if not impossibile, towin a
warwithout artacking an invader
country. It's like a great team in

s that has a fantastic

fcm:c. bur is not allowed vo play
offensive. There is no chance of
winning!™ Trunep said in his Truth
Social. Some of the frustrationis
ina perceived kack of progr
gerting together a meeting
berween Presidents Viadimir
Putin and Volodymyr Zelensky.
After this two-way summit,
President Teump was mentioning
atrilateral meeting involving
himself. But Moscow insists that
all components of a peace
agreement must be in place
before 3 summit with President
Zelensky. “Onur president has
repeatedly said that he is ready to
meet, including with Mr
Zelenskyy, on the und ding

WIAR, No signs of easing up murs:

rnuch as he could given the slow
Eroé:xm his troops are making on

nd. According to one view,
President Putin is laying claims o
the provinees of Kherson,
Donetsk and Zaporizhzhia, And if
Crimea thar was annexed in 2014
were tobe thrown in that would
aceount for a total of 20 per cent
of Ukraine. President Zelensky
has consistently maintained that
no land ean be ceded as this is
prohibiced by the
COUNtrY's constitution.

Perhaps equally vexing inthe
road to peace are the scope of
“security guarantees” to Ukraine;
and ones that Moscow would
adhere to. President Trump has
fAatly ruled out American boots on
the ground and Moscow would
definitely have questi bout

AJAY SRIVASTAVA

5 Indian exporrers look

beyond the US due to 50 per

cent tariffs from August 27,

mastwill cope by finding

other markets or relying on
domestic demand. The hlbﬁcrdangcng
US control of India's digital backbone —
leaving us exposed with no backup.

From smartphones and office
software to defence, power grids, and
government systems, US software
underpins almost every layer of India's
governance, economy and national
security. Because American firms are
Tegally bound to share dara with
Washingron —and can cut off services
atwill — India’s position is precarious. A
nationwide disraption may seem
unlikely today, but the pmelbl]m is
cnoui,h o demand urgent safeguards.
The recent shurdown of sexvices by
Microsoft at Navara Energy without
even an hour of notice ks a warning sign
of what could happen.
China has already ring-fenced its

digital core, and Evrope is moving inthe
same direction. India cannot afford wo
wair. Time to lunch the Digital Swaraj
Mission tocut dependence of US
software systems and prozect our data
which is India's greatest leverage like
rare earth minerals are for China,

EXTENT OF DEPENDENCE
India's dependence on US digital

boots of other nations in Ukraine.
hingron may objectto
nsistence on being one
of security guarantors, but
apparently this ks what Lavrov has
been saying. “The Ukrainian side
proposed, and our delegarion at
thar fime agreed, to work out
security guarantees that wou]d

systems runs deep, covering nearly

every sector of its economy and

governance. About 25 million
aovernment, corporate, and personal
aptops run on Microsoft Windows,

nearly 500 million smartphones use

Google's Android, and another 30

million rely on Agple's i0S. Ifupdates or

licences were withdrawn, banking,

governance, and enterprise IT could be

involve all of

disrupted overnight.

the UN ‘i-ccum}'(mnc:l —that
is, Russia, the People’s Republic of
China, the United States, France,
and the United Kingdom."
There is something that
President Putin has been insistent
about since his time ar the
Kremlin: that any expansion of
NATO should factor in the
security interests of Russia. In
2022 the late Pope Francis
mainrained that Russia's invasion
of Ukraine was “perhaps
somehow provoked " by NATO
“harking ar the gates of Russia”,
recalling aconversation he had
withan dleader. The

that all issues requiring
consideration ar the highest level
will e thoroughly worked out and
experts and ministers will prepare
appropriate recommendations,”
Russia's foreign minister Sergey
Lavrov has said. President Trump
has said on more than one
oecasion that land would have to
be given up for peace. Europeans
are saying that President Putin is
playing for time in order to grab as

analogy of the “backyard " that the
Kennedy administeation used to
reject the Soviet missiles in Cuba
cannot be different from today's
“fronryard” of President Putin.
Duking it outin 1962 wasa
difficult proposition; it would be a
catastrophe in 2025,

Thewriter is asenir jurnaistwha has
reportedfram Washington DC cn Norch
americaandinced Naticns

thehindubusinessline.

TWENTY YEARS AGO TODAY,

August 26, 2005

Telecom firms oppose Onelndia tariff plan
The Gevermment's plan to intredue a uniform telephons call rate acress the

k witl
s

country has hit a bl
Cellular speraters
Telecam (DoT) express

cam service praviders epposng the mave,
ration ave wr
ressrvation aganst o

i b the Departrment af
& Gavernment intervening in

tarilf regulation, stating that such a move cauld be counter-praductive.

Productivity tools are no different:
Microsoft Office, Exchange, and Teams
dorminate roughly 20 million laptops,
while Google Workspace serves another
5-10million users. If eicher firm blocked
ACCERE, COMMUNICTions across
ministries, banks, and corporarions
would eollapse. India's secupe NIC email
remains limiced toa few departments.

The dependence is equally stark inthe
cloud. Amazon Web Services (AWS),
Microsoft Azure, and Google Clowd host
tens of thousands of Indian workloads
spanning fintech, Al e-commerce, and
government services. A US-ordered
cut-off could cripple digital payments
and online platforms, as India's MeghRaj
Narional Cloud cannot replace them.

Information gatewsys are also
US-controlled: Google Chrome holds a
95 per cent share across 500 million
devices, with Safari and Microsoft Edge
eovering most of the rest. Cybersecurity
depends on US tools like Microsoft
Defender, Active Directory, Cisco, Palo
Aleo Networks, and CrowdScrike, which
secure millions of endpoints. Servers
and back-end systems rely on Microsoft
Windows Server, Red Hat (1BM), and
Vidware hypervisors, while many

India hires US lobbying firm as tariffs

Dan Strumpf

mdia's embassy in Washington has

‘hired alobbying firm with close

‘ties to the Trump administration
and a history of advocating fior foreign
entities targeted by the US, just before
S0per cent rariffs take effect on

India must

thmk . bl

secure its dig 1taﬂ

defence platforms — from maritime
alreraft to Apache helicopters —run on
proprietary US mission software.
Industrial systems, too, depend on
US-made SCADA and PLC software,
leaving power grids, telecom networks,
and factories exposed to remaote
disablement.

Beyond these systems, control over
information flow creares another
vulnerability. Plazforms like Facebook,
WhatsApp, Instagram, YouTube, and X
dominare India's social media space,
where politically motivated messaging
and hate speech spread unche cked.
Crowdsourced moderation by untrained
users often amplifies bias, while
American algorithms control what 1.4
billion Indians see online. India is not
only digitally dependent — it ks digitally
vulnerable,

EUROPE I8 WAKING UP
After US pressure to dilute izs digical
laws, Brussels fears an American “kill
switch" on critical services. |h|c¢POIhL‘
is a]pueh for “rechnology sovereignry”
Tuilding sovereign cloud capacity,
keeping sensitive data inside Europe,
phasing our US software from
government systeme, and enforcing the
[rigizal Services Act and Digital Markets
Act despite trade pushback from
Washingron. [ndia faces similar US
resistance inits trade talks.

China has further secured every
ital layer to achieve independence
from U'S pressure. Since the late 1990s,
it hag built sovereignry through the
Grear Firewall and by promoting its
platformes. In g(.wcmmnr and milicary
systems, Windows has been replaced
with Kylin (28, while mobile phones run
aforked version of Androld and
Huawei's Harmony(s,

Data is India’s oil and
rare earths combined. By
insisting on local data
storage, taxing digital
transactions, and fostering
Al development at home,
India can turn this resource
into bargaining power

DIGITAL SWWARAJ MISSION

India has already shown thar it can build
world-class digital infrastructunear a
population scale, through innovarions
suchas UPL the world's most successful
digital payments system, and ONDC,
which uses open specifications to
democratise digital commerce and curb
ool

Building - an this suceess, the time has
come to lunch Armanirbhar Digital 2.0
— the Digital Swaraj Mission or Digital
India Srack 2.0 Acomprehensive
natienal mission must be to develop
indigenous alrernatives to Microsoft
Azure, Google Cloud, and Amazon Web
Servicesand create open-| -network social
mediaand mcs:.:l.%mg placfiorms by 2030,

The goal shoul bctownnopcn T
global eollaboration while ensuring
sovereign capability to maintain
uninterrupted digital operarions,
protect citizens from algorithmic
rranipulation, and safeguard India’s
trillion-dollar digital economy,
information sovereignry, and
democratic discourse.

The programme should be anchored
inaclear, ime-bound plan tosecure
India's digital backbone.

Government and defence systems
must transition from Windows to Linux
o local operating systems, while
home-grown mobile platforms must
reduce reliance on Google's Androld and
Apple's i05. Indian-made alternatives to
Microsoft Office and Google Workspace
should be mandared across ministries
and public-sector systems.

Atthe same time, narional cloud
capacity must be scaled up through
platforms such as MeghRaj, backed by
strong state funding. Cybersecurity
should be rooted in indi lutions

mobilisation, they can replicate and
improve them for India. Achieving this
would ensure the country’s digital
independence and sovereignry ina
volatile geopolitical environment.

INDIAS GIIEATESTLEVEIIAGE
India's biggest vulnerabili
reliance on US sofrware, b
strengrh is its control ovel
of dara. India has the world's
second-largest online user base after
China. With China largely inaccessible,
US tech giants depend on India as their
hisgr:er source of dara — essential for
training Al n:'ﬁnmg:llgorlrhms and
usta lobal revenues. This gives
Indiabig bargaining power beyond trade
ﬁgun:
!Fhon undesstands leverage —
it :parcd ina over Russian oil because
Beljing could steike back by curting rare
earthsupplies. Now, the US is
pressusing India tosurrender its data
advantage by allowing unrestricted “free
flow of data” and blocking digital taxes.
Agreeing to this would erase India's
greatest and probably only leveray
against the US and leave usvulnerable.

India must resist, and use its data
strenyrh in trade, tech, and security
negotiations. Data is India's il and rare
earths combined. By insisting on local
data storage, taxing chglml ransactions,
and fostering Al developrent at home,
India can turn this resource into
bargaining er.

Agtpthc l"l'.ﬁc'::'[“or'[hc digital Swaraj
Mission should lie dara sovereignry. The
path is clear: reduce reliance on foreign
software and protect data soverelgnry.
This rwo-pronged strategy is kev to
securing India’s digital furure and

hening narional s

developed by C-DAC, DRI, and Indian

start-ups, with parallel efforts wo build

home-grown command-and-control

systerns, Lo platforms, and industrial
rols.

s not an impossible tagk. Most
core US software — operating systems,
office suires, and databases —was
created over two decades ago and has
onlybeen updared incrementally. Indian
engineers played a significant rele in
developing many of these systems for

US firms. With the right policy push and

‘Wednesday — on Indian 2 a5

iously served as
director for President Donald Tnlmp‘:
reansition team, was listed among
those working on the acoount,
according to a separate disclosure.
India"s Ministry of External Affairs
didn't immediately respond toa
request for comment. Mercury didn'c

punishment for New Delhi’s continued
urchases of Russian oil. The White
ouse has argued that the oil
purchases fund Viadimir Putin's war on
Ukraine, but Indian officials say they
stabilise oll markets, adding that

‘Waghin, uqua roved
ms]n&m sNo. 1

l T aim b5 not isolation but
reciprocity: to remain open to
cooperation while ensuring India's
digital backbone is secure and its
bargaining chips are not surrendered.

Digiral Swaraj is not just about

technology but resilience, and
independence in the rwenty-first
CEnrury.

Theswriteris feunder, Giahal Trade Research Inritive.
He thaniks Sany Thakur, veteran banker and startap
wangelist, farvaluable insights

loom

control ofits self-ruling tervitory of
Greenland. Mercury also previously
represented several Chinese
companies targeted by Trump. In 2018,
Mereurylobbied for the US arm of
Han, Hikvision Digital
’[‘edm\ Co, ﬁ.rgewgd Ty the US
over itswork on surveillance projects

Outcome Budget: Govt plans % new infrastructure projects EXpOFTS fmm:l\emh;\sja.nmnuy. respond to a request sent afrer business  the purchases. inthe Chinese region of Xinjlang.
Indicating the Gowernment’s cameritrment to boosting infrastructure, the Theemhagsyjqpmnﬁ's 000 pet hours inthe US. trading partner, and New Delhiwerries M.ercun{}m alsulo‘bbjedunhe}nl.fuf
first-ever Dutcome Bucdge promised nine nes projects under the month to Mereury Public Affalrs LLC that the tariffs could hinege tel rm ZTE
pubdlic-private partnership route, a vast expansion of the country’s highway to provide government relations, FRAYED TIES exporters. Mercury has a track record Corp. Separately, Gautam Adani has
network and dotting of the indian skies with a new fleet of aireraft for the media relations and other services, The hiring comes asrelations between  of lobbying on behalfof foreignclients  also been bolstering his Washington
natioral earriers, Indian Airlines snd Air India aceording to an August 18 filing the USand Indiahave rapidly souredin - whohave come into Washington's loblrying operation since Tramp took
detailing the agreement. recent months under Trump. Most crosshairs. For example, the firm over the White House. The Indian

1A fleet price issue referred to GoM ‘White House Chief of Staff Susie vecently, ties have frayed over the earlier thisyear disclosed a contract rycoon s contesting charges of
Inndian Ailines (14) could be amonth away from placing arder farits Wiles is a former co-chair of Mercury. White House vow to impose 30percent  with the Embassy of Denmark, which involvement inan alleged bribery
TIOI00-erare 43-Airbus aircraft acquisition praposal. The Cabinet Committes Mercury Partner Bryan Lanza, who rariffs — ser to take effect on hias opposed Trump's push to take scheme. o
an Economic Affairs (CCEA) has decided to refer the miatter af the price that
I weald pay for the propasal ts an empowered Graup of Ministers (e-Gobd).
® BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2769

EASY NOTSOEASY

ACROSS DOWN ACROSS DOWN

1. fict f infareming against sne (12)
2 Infarmed those in autharity (8]

9. Tardy (4) 4 Bring into beng (8]
11. Feeling of languer, S Disease (7)
baredam (5)

12 Fish related to skate;

13 Curved part of foct (2]
15. Damestic slave in Old English
tirnes (43

19. Farmer vicerey of Egypt (7) 16.F
20. Entities (L} (5)

22 Male voice (4)

23 Voracious reader (8)

brim (6)

24, Arrusing; playing hast (1)

2 Gone, as fead (5)
3 Inequitable {6)

& Parliamentary treps
as resrganised
Crermwell (3,5,4)
7. et werthy of nete (12)
10. Forelinmib (3)

14. Fire-basket of beacen (7)
ve-dellar bill (3)

17.Felt hat with curled

18. Caleulate (6
1. Plant spine (5)

change (12}

by ferbidden turn (5)

13. S waggish, it

19. The king peraps hi

Egyet (7)

22, singer otherwise pronounced it to be fish (4)

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2768

ACROSS 1 Macder 3. Chire 9. C

sse-up 11 Triptyeh 12 Swank 15, Lime 16 Mix 17, User 19 Aglew 21, Te
DOWN 2. Mlaw 1. Diinter 4. Bout 5. Seope & Tiny 7. Bagh 10, Predicate 12 Sale 13, Bungalaw 14

1. Formmal declarsticn might induce natisa ta

8 Matke it kv if ane was
5. Is ot quick ta make warm  leghess lizsed (4)
11. Baredom shown by nine absut to make a

12 Warine weapon, or depot ¢
iy put one’s back up (4]

e shave had seen it eaming b him (4)

20, Mare than one ens found in tea break (3)

23, e likes reading, and has his grubin the bbrary ()
24, Haning peple home may be dversicnary (12)

1t nat just if a rur

1 2 well-riown setting (8}

2. Having dined, kas

ffee at enterssnment (5)

e made from it (5]

4 Make something resct differently with Ecstasy (6)
5. Sells inerrer, sucha malady (7)
6 Cromwells soldiers, and we old men Mary

arganised {1,5,4)

suppliesit (7)

10 Get g
14, Seeress b
16 Almass di

£ with the vice ey ef

sharp(5)

ty 24, Earlier 25, Stain 26, Lawing

7. It dessit stand aut from a number Laker might have
achieved (12)

it the sleeve (2)
bewt it haldng a signal light (7)
jera kit of heh {3}

174 hat radde of a red misture {6)
18 Count on beng able to make knocker without & tap (6)
Theugh e by hity per cent, the Navy can still be

¢ 18, Crarmk 20. Ocear 21 Tatk 22, Maat 23 Yawl

+
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Index pulse

Indices linked to derivatives nust be broad-bas

he Jane Street saga, where the US-based

quantitative trading firm was found

manipulating index options through
positions in the underlying stocks, has revealed
several gaps in the domestic stock market. One of
them is the risk posed by the narrow composition
and the skew in the weights of benchmark and
non-benchmark indices, which makes them easy to
manipulate, Itis just as well that SEBI is now looking
closely at this issue and trying to address itin

Empowering the
energy efficiency
watchdog

he proposed rules, the BEE no

for energy-intensive sectors suchas

" 1

maore securate, verified and standardised

- - .
consultation with stakeholders. C"“., “.“[‘ cement, steel, automotive, and viathe Perform, Achieve, and Trade dara on energy use, which policymakers
IDEAS. manufacturing. Shifting fromvoluntary  (PAT) scheme and Energy Conservation  can urilise to design targered
Through a consultation paper, the self-reporting, the Rules empower the Building Code (ECEC)," Agrawal said interventions.

S

regulator is trying to arrive at the best way
o recast non-benchmark indices linked to
derivatives, with least disruption to trading
activity and to investors. The derivative
trading activity in Indian markets is highly
concentrated in just a handful of index

RICHA MISHRA

he Power Ministry has
released the draft Energy
Conservation (Compliance
Enforcement ) Rules, 2025,
which will facilivare acrive

BEE to enforce standards through
audits, inspections, and laborarory
resting, The BEE will now detect
non-compliance, issue notices, and
present cases toadjudicating officers
under Staze Electriciry Regulatory
Commissions (SERCS), ensuringa
srreamlined legal framework "

adding that “Companies must adopt
effective monitoring and reporting to
meet standards, fostering sustainabilizy,
“This will create alarger eco-system of
effective energy utilisation for the
economy a5 awholbe,”

Tocomply with il d Rl

These rules aim to move from
voluntary conservation to-enforced
efficiency. Over time, this will not anly
reduce energy waste bur also create a
culture of sustainabilicy, placing India
firmly on track to achieve its climate

energy-intensive industries must

\v\'lf'lﬁmp!.‘l‘ implementation, these

aptions, Besides Nifty 50 option contract, enforcement under the Energy This, he said, points vowards greater implement robust frameworks for ruleswill exeate a regulatory push for
the Nifty bank option has been witnessing Conservation Act, 2001 Proposed inthe  regulatory focus as the statute peovides real-time monitoring, sccurate indhustri d des d
]1igh1rmi'lng interest over the last few vears. TRules are more powers to the Bureau of more teeth to the regulators. It will urge reporting, and corrective action, shift vowards cleaner energy sources,

i gy § Energy Efficiency (BEE), © topl fencyat “Deplovment of loT-enabled sensors thereby increasing demand for

r " 3 " )

W ‘LhJ "m_l 12 "am‘“mL'“"a"'hh’L_l"P three BEE will have explicit powers to (Isacremmnhaelrdasiglrmd and energy management systems oo renewable power.

accounting for 64 per cent of the index detect, verify, and assess vielations, and development and move the needle moniter consumprion at the equipment Periodic reporting, third-party audits,
cases before adjudicati towards sugtalnabile goal

weight, the Nifty Bank option had been the
main target of Jane Street’s manipulation,
Besides the Nifty Bank, few other
non-benchmark indices of the BSE and the

officers under State I:Im’riclqr

Applicable to entitles under Section

Tegulatory Commissi w
dlfeg;mporzedlmle. g

134 {energy-intensive ),
manufacturersfimporters under Section

and unitlevels can be a good practice.
These tools may assist in ensuring
real-time visibility ingo d lons from

and stricter verification protocols, will
also enhance market discipline and

srandards like PAT, CAFE, or ECBC,

P v. Renewable ener,
producers stand to benefit from a more

" The regulatory streamlining will 14, designated consumers under enabling proactive corrections before predicrable and compliant buyer
NSE are also constituted in similar skewed nudge industries o integrate energy Secrions 14(e), 14(n), 14{x), and other violations oceur. Next, establisha eca-system, especially among the
manner, Jane Street had consistently moved efficiency into their aperations. For entiries covered by the Act, the proposed  digitised veporting ecosystem that Is obligated entities.
9 Ji o cag] sitions o ener slvie sectors, compli Rules| Ifyseratiny of energyuse in - tamper-proof and consolidares data It should see greater interest from
the Bank Nifty through cash pasttlons i the ui'lll?élongerbenp(lomlb\u&mre production and products, such as across plants and subsidiaries, he peralti lected fr

top three constituents of the index. SEBI is
trying to check such malpractice by
stipulating that all non-benchmark indices
onwhich dervatives are avallable should
have atleast 14 constituents, the weight of

determinant of cost competitiveness
and market reputation,

However, it ralses certain questions
such as how will the draft Energy
Congervation (Compliance
Enforcement) Rules, 2025 change the

Corporate Average Fuel Efficiency
{CAFE) norms for the automotive
SECION.

Penalties up to €10 Lkl will be levied
for non-compliance, which will be
deposited into the Central Ene)

Auromated dashboards should Ime{
energy performance metrics with BEE
i i i

1 and str

liant entities are drothe
Central Energy Conservation Fund,
with 0 per cent allocared to State

1
regulatory submissions," he added.

& However, States are wary
of money going into a Centeal fund, as
accessing those funds is a vedious

the largest constituent must be restricted to compliance landscape for Conservation Fund, SERCs will handle CLIMATE COMMITMENTS process.
20 per cent and the combined weight of the energy-intensive sectors? cases based on establishment location, Hu(:ualw:?m(heeﬂﬁmcynhhem POFMS But for an energy hungry econonyy
top three constituents must be less than 45 What fi ks sheould I 2! iadicrion. This d ds will cruclally hinge on their like India’s, energy efficiency will bea

puatin place toensure real-time

¥
rigorous rather than reactive

implementation, Stricter enforcement

keyingredient. The proposed Rules, If

per cent. monitoring, securate reporting, and compliance, integrating energy will accelerate India's progress toward implemented can relnforee demand for
~ While the decision to expand these corrective action? Will stricrer efficiency in oms to avold fi energy effic d climate renewable energy, as the rules

indie ood, SEBT hasn't gone all the way. fi wr accel India's prog reputational damage, or restrictions. commitments, most n the Industry strengthen enforcement ofenerﬁzfe

It has increased the index ¢ only roward energy efficiency and climate “The rules align with India's Net-Zera  opine, efficiency norms and non-fossil fuel
slightlyto 14 ‘Hmllnr]vu.]ltmirllg-lsprn.‘r.'n‘l commitments? 2070 and goals of Nationally India's energy conservation consumprion obligatio

weight o top three constituents can still
lead wo manipulative practices. The index
constituents need to be expanded to ar least
20rand the weight of the largest stocks must
e reduced considerably. While SEBLis
suggesting that the weight of the largest
stock be brought down to 20 per cent in four
instalments, that can be contrary to the
index construction methodology, The
regulator can consider making these
non-benchmark indices (with derivatives
linked to them) equal-weighted. This could
ensure that the constituents have similar
weights. However, the exchange raded
funds and index funds will find it difficult to
shift to the recast indices. It may be bestto

The Energy Conservation Act, 2001
was enacted to promote and mandate
efficient use of energy and its
congervation across all sectors, The Act
also provided for the BEE,

ACT OF EMPOWERMENT

According vo Rishl Agrawal, CEO and Co
Founder of Teamlease Regrech, “The
Draft Rules will teans form compliance

Determined Contributbons {NDCs),
The BEE will now detect
non-compliance, issue
notices, and present cases
to adjudicating officers
under State Electricity
Regulatory Commissions

framework has relied heavily on
self-reporting, resulting inuneven
compliance and limited impact, The

Fromaghobal perspective, stronger
compliance strengthens India's
credibility in meeting its Paris

P ment of BEE with enforcement
capabilivies will introduce
accountability, deterrence and systemic
discipline into the compliance
eco-system, Agarwal sald.

Srricter enforcement will also help
close information gaps by generaring

\g i and its stared
oal of reaching net-zero emissions by
170, As enforcement mechanisms
mature, the country can align ener
efficiency efforts with its renew,
energy targets, thereby reducing overall
emissions Intengiry,

Why Indian shrimp sector must invest in Ecuador

The Trump tariffs have had a crippling impact on this major export sector. Investing in Ecuador is a viable way out

allow the existing and new indices to exist 4 Krishnan o hrlmp far ming op trade " mﬂ’ﬁmzﬁ:‘&ﬁmﬂﬁww
s'ulu_by side, Funds Lm&:kinglh.eir’dlc can Badri oy " allowing th mpo‘lriallnnnlpmﬁmandmpiml.
e given one to two years to shift investors mﬂ':;‘gloml markets, including the US, ‘While the opportunity ks compelling,
1o the new index, nAugust 6, the Trump without Being subjected o the new Indizn companies must conduct

This may also be the right time to review
the narrow composition of the benchmark
indices, Sensex and the Nifty50, With just
3irand 50 constituents respectively, the
indices are not representative of the Indian
stock market or the economy, With the BSE
and NSE among the largest exchanges in
terms of listed stocks, expanding them may
also be overdue.

administratlon announced a

new 25 per cent tariffon a
variery of Indian imports, raksing the
toral tariff on many products, including
seafood, toa crippling 50 per cent.

This action, following an earlier
reciproeal tartff, has made Indian
seafood exports tothe US commercially
unviable, India's seafood exports o the
USwerevaluedatroughly §2.5 billion in
Fy 24, with shrimp making up

‘tariffs, Eeusdor, aworld leader in shrimp
production, stands our as the most
artractive and logical option,

ECUADOR, THE IDEAL PARTNER
Ecuador's shrimp Industry has a well
Tslished infi 4 sumaly

«chains for everything from feed -
productionand post-birvae {seed ) 1o
processing facilities and ghobal

AGQUACULTURE. Need to invest

abroadesurs

backing

distriburion

e nmmmnlty%)rlnds:m

h due diligence. Theyneed tobe
awareof the “imasible costs” of doing
business, such as security risks and
potential social conflicts, The
differencesin farming models, with
Indiz's improved extensive approach
wersus Ecuador's semi-intensive one,
also present both a challenge and an

P Iy to foster true. i
and innovarion.
Tamitigate the damage of US tariffs

approximavely 92 per cent. Indian investors to leverage existing and ensure long-term viability, India
This steey e asgnifi ethack perai her than building a new 1 I Investin Eouador istimely  must pursueabold new strategy. By
for the Marine Products Exports ecosystem, significantly reducing d feasible. The Ecuador dustry is srrategically ingin Ecuador’s
3 e Developrent Authority (MPEDA), and investmentrisk. d aperlod of Industrializt wvertically | dahrimp ind 3
POCKET e whidlalrnsmrgamdm'frgadcxpngl Ecuadoralso offers other key Mmmpfan,cmuing Indian comy Typassth i
= n tumover of $18 billion by 2030, The advantages, Both India and Ecuador have P irles for g Juksition. b B ing infrastructure, and
domestic market is not currently some of the lowe st production costs in Forelgn companies, like the Japanese secure a footheld in the global marker,
equipped toabsorh the large voll he global shrimp industry, allowing conglomerate Mitsul & Co., have The Parliamentary Standing
high-value shrimp previoushy & di parh bring their Invested inmajor players, Indian Commirtes on Finance, Indian
for the US, which is the country’s largest P in cosr-efficient prod i Ik chelr apertise in Chambers of C d Corporate
seafood export market, While forelgn acouncrywitha iy I aquaculture, can Intrody luahl business houses should seriously
direct investment (FDI) was fully structure, technological innovations to Ecuador's comsider thisas a viable gateway toreser

opened up in 2006, there has notbeena

1t Ll influx of from
abroad. Thislack of inbound investment
nnmssllmganmmmn-g:.-:nﬂﬂhnm
FDI.

bl d "

Aution for It
lsroknvest in oracquire vertically

Ecuador'suse of the US dollar as its

more serml-invensive systerm, creatinga

official currency p e and
predicrable financial environment,
eliminating currency risk. While political
stabilicy can be aconcern, the shramp
Industry is s crucial pillar of the.
Ecuadorian economy with strang

muruallyk il partnership,
The Ecusdorian Isalso

India's export strategyand preserve its
L ntl ol shrl Ket.

WErshiran, is for mar Principal Scientist & Head, ICAR
@

o
highly receptiveto FDinthe
agt 3

1 iz desiened io

c!::numgé and protect fnmig;l Investors,

Sarior Fellow, CSEP,
Hem Dahi
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lial BII which seriaushyimpeded nance WS doubl dard Russia? Doesnt that smack of double  alsathe arecanws crop, which is hit
This refers to your Editarial ‘Unjust inthe cagital. The haste behind the This refers ta Vance defends stardards? What prevents Trumg by Fruit-rot disearse and evereual
mowe (fugust 25), Giuenthe present  presemt mowe, in utter disregard for tariffs on Indiaasleverage' to push  From the imposing simiar secondary  erap boss
gevernment's track recerd of establshed norms, seems largely Hussia on Ukraine war' (August 35).  tariffs agairet Chinese import of = is time for an exchusive crop
targeting key opposivon figures by aimeda d e ® [ d crude ail mains insLs far plantaton
foisting stringent charges of maney from the apposition's war cryagainst  incamprehensib learn that craps which has a éifferent crapping
laurdering and corruption against the Election Commission overaleged LS Vice-President Vance havirg SK Gupta pattern, unkke craps covered Under
them, leading te theirlang, electoral malpractices. The chimed averred that Tump administration e Det PMFEY, faiing which its economic

imprisanmers withoue bail, the
Constitutional Amendment Bil
introduced by Home Minister Amit

abjectives af the Billand the inclusian
afeven inits
target list are just a ruse to lend it

is making it harder for Mascow to woeswould compaund
proft ts il i Unfortunately, this time caffes is hit
threugh measures that include by a dauble whammy with hike in US

o e

kthy - e Shah in Parliament, # passed, can make  legitimacy. fpassed, it willstrike a tariffs on india. Why daes Trump With reference ‘Excess rain brews tariff and hopefully the Commerce
“Latest in Fintech! its task racher easy. In Delhi, we have deadly blow to our federal structure wanta target Aussia by riding an trouble for coffee’ (August 23). With  Ministry will cognisance of this
< = he then Chisd ol atic Functigning, ndia’s shoulders? mensoon commencingearlierthan  secter’s problems
A pre-disbursed loan! #rdnd Kejrival and his senior Kamal Laddha Moreim  haw could he cawnp ‘Raiiv Magal
- e ministers were persecuted for years, Bargabire justify S continued imgorts from  has natonly coffesbie b
By Ml Lid. Plat e . Udyeg Vinar, Geeater Nolda Distt. Gaatam Budh Nagar, UP. 281305, anb ehalf of THO PUBLEHING PYT. LTD. Chennal-SH000. Ediior: R huvir Seinivasan (Edier resparsible Tor selecthan of news uaer the PR Act), EN 14T1 - 751
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NEWS IN NUMBERS
Number of journalists

Government’s new

THE

Number of people

» HINDU

Tribal groups which

/alue of Dreamll’s

killed in Israeli strikes

minimum export price

whose free ration will

dre resisting Ministry

cancelled sponsorship

on Gaza hospital

The joumalists were among at least
4 15 peaple killed on Manday when

lsraeli strikes hit Nasser Hospital in
Khan Yunis, accarding to Gaza's civil
defence agency. According to media
watchdags, around 200 journalists have
been killed in nearly twe years of war
between lsrael and Hamas, we

on natural honey

stop: Punjab CM

in § per tonne.
400
2

government
has cut the Minimurn Export Price [MEP) an
natural haney from 52,000 per tonne to
1,400 per tonne till the end of this year,
accarding ta a notification. Exports below
this MEP are nat permitted. e

in lakh. Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann on Monday

with “hatching a conspiracy” to stop free
ration o people. This is the second time
within a week that Mr. Mann has aceused
the Centre of stopping the ration of people
under the National Food Security Act. »n

charged the Unien government

interference

The groups claimed that
interventions by the

were “subverting the democratic
framework of governance, management
and conservation of community forest
resaurces as recognised and established
under the Forest Rights Act, 2006" =

Tribal Affairs Ministry

of Indian cricket

43 6 in 5 million. Dreamll,
the biggest online
L .

garming platfarm in

the cauntry, is the lead sponsar of the
men's and women's national cricket teams.
Last week, Parliament passed a Bill
eriminalising such games. mi
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What does the new online gaming Act outline?

What has the World Health Organization said about Real Money Games? How are e-sports and social gaming segments different from online money games? What are
the penalties laid out in the Act with respect to engaging with online money games? Has the Supreme Court intervened?

EXPLAINER

Virag G

The story so far:
n August 20, the Lok Sabha
passed the Promotion and
Regulation of Online Gaming
Bill, 2025 after seven minutes
of discussion. The Rajya Sabha passed it
the next nid the Bill became Law after
receiving Presidential Assent on August
22, Government data suggests that
Indians are losing -215,000 crore every
year due to “Real Money Games" (RMGs).
The World Health Organization (WHO)
has linked RMGs to compulsive
behaviour, psychological distress,
financial hardship, and an overall
disruption of family life. Reflecting these
dangers, 32 cases of suicide attributed to
online gaming addiction have been
reported in Karnataka in the past 31
months. The RMG industry says this ban
may threaten more than two lakh jobs
across 400+ companies.

What are the three segments of
online games?

The Act has proposed three categories for
online games — e-sports, social gaming
and RMGs. While the Act aims to promote
e-sports and social gaming segments, it
seeks to ban all forms of RMGs and its
ardvertisements.

The Act defines an online money game
as an online game played regardless of
whether it is based on skill, chance or
both, and is played after a fee-payment or
with an c(pct.tanun of wining money or

tokens, virtual maoney, etc. which can be
converted to money). Under such a
definition, variants of popular games like
Poker, Rummy, Fantasy Cricket, and Ludo
would be classifed as RMGs, Several such
platforms are represented by celebrities
imcluding Ranhir Kapoor and Aamir Khan
(Dreamil), M.5. Dhoni (WinZo), Hrithik
Roshan (RummyCircle) and Sourav
Ganguly (MyliCircle).

With respect to e-sports, the Act
defines them as games which are
recognised under the National Sports
Governance Act, 2025 and are registered
with the proposed regulatory authority. It
may include the payment of a registration
or participation fee alongside
performance-based prize money.
Examples include games like Grand Theft
Auto and Call of Duty.

While there is no legal definition of
social gaming, it is included in the
broader category of online games defined
as games played on an electronic or
digital device and operated as a software
through the Internet. Under Section 4 of
this Bill, the government can facilitate the
development and availability of online
social games for recreational and
educational purposes.

What does it say about regulation?
Offering online money games or engaging
in transaction or authorisation of funds
for the same will be punishable with
imprisonment of up to three years, a fine
of up to Tl crore, or both. Unlawful
advertisement will be punishable with

imprisonment of up to two years, a fine of

up to T50 lakh, or both. Under the
Bharativa Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita
(BNSS), 2023, offences shall be cognisable
and non-bailable. The central government
stated that the Indian Computer
Emergency Response Team (CERT-IN) will
be tasked with blocking or disabling apps
that continue to provide banned money
gaming services in India, and if needed, it
may rope in Interpol to bring in offshore

operators of money gaming platforms. 1T
Minister Ashwani Vaishnaw clarified in a
statement that no penal action for players
has been codified.

The Act empowers the Central
government to notify and constitute a
regulatory authority to recognise,
categorise, and register online games. In
20023, the IT Ministry amended the
Information Technology (Intermediary
Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code)
Amendment Rules, 2021, treating online
gaming firms like intermediaries. The
amended rules envisaged a system of
selfregulated bodies with government
oversight. Online gaming firms were
required to comply with KYC norms, and
uphold measures to safeguard children
through measures for parental access
control alongside age rating mechanisms
based on the nature and type of content.

The new Act makes no provisions to
constraint minors from playing online
social games or e-sports. It also provides
for a budget allocation from the
Consolidated Fund of India to promote
online social gaming in the country.

Why has the government brought in
t?

naw said the Act was a response
to l.umplamls from users who had lost
thousands of crores on online money
pames, and that it was not a kneeqerk
reaction. He said that there is irrefutable
proof that the algorithms of enline
gaming firms do not allow for any wser to
emerge as a net winner in the long run.

A Parliamentary Panel Report (3023)
stated that gaming portals haws '
agents for funding terror activities.
Financial Intelligence Report TEpuﬂCd
that online gaming firms had evaded tax
of 12,000 crore. Further, the Defence

Ministry’s think tank found that the
Chinese App, FIEWIN, has defrauded
Indian users of ¥400 crore, with an ED
investigation finding evidence of use of
mule accounts and cryptocurrency
wallets. In yet another report, the
government said that gaming companies
were involved in GST tax evasion of
30,000 crore.

The current Act says that the
unchecked expansion of RMGs is linked 1o
financial fraud, money laundering, tax
evasion and many other unlawful
activities. It also states that gaming firms
rely on opaque algorithms designed o
manipulate user engagement, and that
games can also be operated by bats or
undisclosed agents undermining fairness
and transparency. Additionally, the Act
=ays that gaming firms operate from
wiffshore jurisdictions bypassing domestic
laws, undermining state level regulations
and presenting significant enforcement
challenges in terms of extra-territorial
jurisdiction and interstate inconsistences.
However, while the Act proposes to
westablish a robust legal framework, the
same is not reflected in the contents of
the Act. Gaming companies may still
lbypass restrictions through VPNs,
information cash play, or other
‘mechanisms,

‘What have courts said?

Entries 34 and 62 of the State List in the
Seventh Schedule of the Constitution
places the regulation and taxation of
lbetting and gambling within the
jurisdiction of State governments. And
various State governments have taken
regulatory actions before. In 2017,
Telangana became the first State to ban all
forms of enline gaming including
skill-based games. In 2020, Andhra

GETTY MAGES

Pradesh banned online gambling, and in
2022, Tamil Nadu banned games such as
Rummy and Poker.

In 2023, the Indian government
reclassified GST brackets for online
gaming along with casinos and horse
racing, putting them in the same bracket
as lotteries and betting, In October 2023,
it imposed a uniform 28% GST on the
entire entry fee/deposit, instead of
platform commission. Gaming firms
opposed this move, claiming that their
platforms were skill based, and termed
retrospective taxes as unfair al
damaging. The Supreme Court (3C) this
year granted a stay on notices isswed to
online gaming companies. The top court's
decisions on whether fantasy sports,
poker and rummy should be treated as
games of skills or gambling, and on
retrospective tax for RMG firms, are
awaited. The Central government has
redquested the SC for one more week to
file submissions in the GST dispute on
anline gaming, with industry players
arguing that games of skill cannot be
equated with gambling.

The SC had earlier said that games like
Rummy and Fantasy Sports involved a
substantial degree of skill and cannot be
equated with gambling. This Act does not
distinguish between games of skills and
games of chance, leading critics of the Act
to say that it erases the intelligible
difference and is violative of Article 19 (1)
{g) of the Constitution, giving a
guaranteed Right to Trade and
Occupation. If the matter is challenged,
then the 5C can step in to shield the
gaming industry with interim relief or
issue a notice to the government to
explain the rationale behind such a law.

Virag Gupta is an advocate af the
Supreme Court,
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Before legislation becomes litigation

he framers of the Indian

Comstitution faced the

formidable challenge of

defining constitutional
demaocracy. Absolute
parlizmentary sovereignty, where
Parliament is free to do what it
wishes, as in the case of the British
maodel, found no credence with
the Constituent Assembly. The
intent and mandate of the
Assemnbly was clear: Parliament
has the power to make laws, but
no law can be a derogation from
the Constitution.

The power to strike down laws
was meant to be sparing — an
exception to the right of
Parliament to legislate in a
democracy. Trouble starts brewing
when exceptional power becomes
the norm. Our constitutional
courts, by practice, have been
elevated to the status of a parallel
legislator. The reason, though not
exhaustive, incudes a systematic
abdication of the parliamentarian
to exercise functions of lawmaking
with constitutional precision. In
May, the Supreme Court heard
challenges to the constitutionality
aof the Wagf (Amendment) Act,
2025, What made this particularly
egregious? The challenge was
made within days of Parliament
‘having enacted the law. And the
challengers were MPs themselves.

Over the past decade, the
courtroom has become a frequent
site of reckoning for Parliament’s
legislative oautput. The Union Law
Minister said in a written reply in
Rajya Sabha in 2022 that 35 cases
challenging central legislation and
Caonstitution (Amendment) Acts
were pending before the Supreme
Court since 2006,

The problem with execution
Legal challenges to legislation
generally fall under three
categories: constitutional scrutiny,
political theatre, and fawed
drafting. These challenges are
neither partisan nor institutional.
The failing seems to lie in the
execution: vague definitions,
incoherent clauses,
cross-references that go nowhere,
laws made without harmenising

Delhi-based lawyer

Rohini Naravanan
Delhi-based lawyer

The power to
strike down
laws was meant
o be sparing.
Trouble starts
brewing when
exceptional
power becomes
the norm

their effect with existing
legislation, and provisions that
contradict the Constitution. The
wictims are economic prosperity,
social harmony, and democratic
lowe between the legislature and
the judiciary.

On paper, the system is robust.
Chapter 9 of the Manual of
Parliamentary Procedure outlines
clear processes to be followed for
the introduction of legislation. A
policy proposal must be made by
the relevant Ministry, which shall
be conducted with proper
stakeholder consultation. It then
requires approval by the Law
Ministry, followed by
consideration by the Cabinet.
‘Once the Eill is in Parliament, the
legislation is introduced by way of
a first reading, followed by a
second reading where it may be
sent to a Parlizmentary
Committee for further
consideration. In a third reading,
it goes through a clans&by clause

democratic. A functioning
constitutional democracy relies on
the informed participation of its
comstituents. When legislation is
drafted in legalese and pushed
through under time pressure, MPs
are left to vote on texts they are
unahle to fully interrogate. Within
Parliament, the impact is serious.
Law-making cannot be confined to
the lawyers in the House.
Legislators are elected to
represent the complexity of Indian
social life. It seems
counter-intuitive that the very
same legislators who emerge from
all walks of life are expected to
expertly engage in high
comstitutional analyses. The result
is that legislators toe the party line
and their imvolvemnent is reduced
o quips, whips, and rote rhetoric.

The case for a retainerAG
Our Parliament needs a
constitutional functionary who
can gulde the process of

1g; who i |

Tariff cuts by the Naidu

A promise that is hard to keep

government may be good politics but bad economics

STATE OF PLAY

V. Raghavendra

raghavendra.viithe hinds.co.m
ndhra Pradesh Chief
Minister N. Chandra-

Ab@bu Naidu, who

spearheaded reforms in the
power sector 25 years ago, has
been repeatedly invoking this
legacy since his dramatic co-
meback in the 2024 Assembly
elections. Mr. Naidu claims he
has asked power utilities not
to raise tariffs to avoid burden-
ing consumers. However, the

Left parties have di: d this

introducing  true-up
charges, which allow
DISCOMs to recover addi-
tional costs retrospectively.
Some argue that with political
will, the government could
marginally reduce tariffs by
ahsorbing part of DISCOMSs'
expenses, but complete reim-
bursement of revenue losses is
unavoidable. Questions have
also been raised about the
State's agreement to buy pow-
er from the Solar Energy Cor-
poration of India, which some
allege was signed under du-

bious circumstances.
1t is widely perceived that

Andhra
Pradesh

Energy Department is focused
on supplying quality and unin-
terrupted power and has lar-
gely succeeded in its mission.
However, power supply in-
wobves i T ital

claim, insisting that the tariffs
have in fact risen steeply in re-
cent times.

Amid this debate, some in-
dustrialists in the State have
Expnssed concern that power

consideration by Pa
In practice, the system often
breaks down. Bills are introduced
without adequate notice,
committess are bypassed, and
clause-by-clause debates are
rushed through with minimal
scrutiny, resulting in avoidable
legislative mistakes. Take Section

andquallﬁ.ed to intervene before
legislation becomes litigation. To
put it succinetly, we need a
comstitutional review at the
Parliament stage itself. As per
Article 88 of the Constitution, the
Attorney-General for India (AG) is
given the right to participate in the

18(d) of the T Persons
{Protection of Rights) Act, 2019, It
prescribes a maximum
punishment of two years
imprisonment and a fine for
sexual abuse of a transgender
person. Under the Bharatiya
MNyaya Sanhita, 2023, similar abuse
of a woman can attract up to
seven years or life imprisonment.
This is a case awaiting a
constitutional ¢ hallenge. This begs
the question: were our legislators
equipped with the necessary legal
guidance to contextualise this law?
Are they able to engage with the
jurisprudence emerging from the
judgments of our constitutional
courts? Is the proposed legislation
wrapped in dense Legal prose
capable of being independently
examined by legislators?

When law-making becomes
incomprehensible, it ceases to be

lings of the Houses of
Parliament. Though rarely
imvoked, the powers granted
therein proffer a transformative
solution to the malady of
comstitutionally flawed and
linguistically complex legislation
that chog Indian courts,

The benefit of Parliament
seeking the counsel of the AG
during its deliberatioms would be
twifold: first, the AG can expertly
flag and seek amendment of legal
inconsistencies and constitutional
infirmities during parliamentary
debate; second, lswmakers would
have the benefit of relying on the
counsel of a non-partisan
constitutional functionary while
casting their vote.

Awell-drafted statute will shield
Parliament from having its intent
substituted and enable the courts

to interpret rather than invalidate.

= pENsive at wp
B2 a unit. One industrialist
said that the Chief Minister
had assured them that power
tariffs would not be increased
and that he would instead try
to bring them down by at beast
®0.50 per unit over each one
of the next four years.

However, given the current
circumstances, this appears
doubtable; a promise made
only to keep the entrepre-
neurs in good spirits. Reduc-
ing the tariffs may not be pos
sible because even a sllghl fall
in revenue will worsen the fi-
nancial distress of distribution
utilities, or DISCOMs. Already
burdened with massive debt,
DISCOMs are unahle to recov-
er the gap between the cost of
supplying subsidised electrici-
ty to consumers and the limit-
ed reimbursements provided
by the government. Utilities in
many other States suffer the
same plight. The Chief Minis-
ter has said that he intends o
revive the power sector by in-
creasing efficiencies and not
by increasing tariffs.

As per its mandate, the

since power generation and
purchase costs will continue
o go up incrementally every
vear, no government will have
the luxury of saying no to the
DISCOMs” proposal to recover
costs from the consumers. In
other words, the government
will be left with little choice
but to approve tariff revisions.,

The Andhra Pradesh Elec
tricity Regulatory Commis-
sion also cannot afford to
overlook the financial implica-
tions of a rate reduction for
DISCOMs. It has to greenlight
their demands for revenue at
soame point as power supply is
not charity.

Irrespective of which cate-
gory a consumer of electricity
falls under, whether indus-
trial, commercial, or domes-
tic, she will be hurt by increas-
ing tariffs. The pain will be
particularly hard for indus-
tries to bear, as they hawe oth-
er costs and large electricity
needs. Nevertheless, no one
can live under the illusion that
bills will become less expen-
sive: they are only bound to in-
crease commensurate with
the rising costs.

1If the Naidu government
delivers on its election pro-
mise, it may be good politics
but it is not good economics.
There can be no profit for the
DISCOMs without cost.

capi P
diture and comes at a cost,
which leaves leave little room
for tariff cuts.

Mr. Naidu has often ac
cused the previous YSR Con-
gress Party (YSRCP) govern-
ment of hiking tariffs nine
times. He has disowned res-
ponsibility for the slight in-
crease in tariifs after the Telu-
gu Desam Party-Jana Sena
Party-Bharatiya Janata Party
alliance assumed power. In-
stead, he has attributed the
rise to filings made before the
Andhra Pradesh Electricity
Regulatory Commission dur-
ing 2019.24.

The YSRCP government's
review of long-term solar pow-
er purchase agreements, des-
pite stiff oppasition from the
TDP and warnings by the Mi-
nistry of Power, ended with
adverse court verdicts. These
forced the State to pay nearly
19,000 crore in penalties toin-
dependent power producers.

Further, the rise in electric-
ity dhuty from 86 paisa to €1 per
unit early this year has proved
to be costly for industries. In-
dustries unsuccessfully chal-
lenged this in courts. Energy-
intensive industries are espe-
cially hit hard by the rise in
electricity duty.

Critics of the power sector
reforms blame Mr. Naidu for

About 30% of MPs and MLAs face serious criminal cases

In the Lok Sabha, the share of MPs Facing serious criminal charges has more than doubled since 2009

DATA POINT

The Hindu Data Team

n analysis of MPs and
A MLAs across India shows

that 31% of MPs and 29% of
MLAs have declared serious crimi-
nal charges against them. As the
analysis was conducted imme-
diately after the most recent parlia-
mentary elections, and Assembly
elections in each State, it does not
reflect some of the current set of
MPs and MLAs,

A serious criminal charge in-
cludes offences where the maxi-
mum punishment is five years or
more, or those that are non-baila-
ble.

In the Lok Sabha, the share of
MDs facing serious criminal cases
has more than doubled, from 14%
in 2009 to 31% in 2024 (Chart 1).
In the Assemblies, the share was
29% in 2024, which accounts for
meore than 1,200 MLAs.

Telangana had the highest share
of MPs with serious criminal cases
(715, followed by Bihar (48%). Ut
tar Pradesh recorded the highest
ahsolute number at 34, as seen in
Chart 2.

The Bharatiya Janata Party (B]FY)
had the highest absolute number
of MPs facing serious cases (63
members or 26% of its total). The
Congress followed with 32 MPs
(32%). Among smaller parties, the
proportions were higher: all four
MDs of the Rashtriya Janata Dal
(RIDY had serious cases against
them (Chart 3).

Andhra Pradesh had the highest
share of MLAs with serious crimi-
nal cases at 56%, followed by Te-
langana (50%). U.P. recorded the
highest absolute number (154
MLAs or 38% of its total) (Chart 4).

While 6% of the Telugu Desam
Party (TDPY's MLAs faced serious
cases, 62% of the RJD’s did. The
BIP, which has the largest pre-
sence in Assemblies, accounted
for 436 MLAs (26%) with serious
cases, followed by the Congress
(194 MLAs; 30%) (Chart 5).
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Cases against lawmakers

Chart 2: State-wise MPs with serious criminal cases. The farther to the right, the highar tha % share of such MPs; the bigger the circle, the higher the numbar of such MPs
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Chart 3: Party-wise MPs with sericus criminal cases. The farther to the right, the higher the % share of such MPs; the bigger the circle, the higher the number of such MPs

Data for the charts were sourced from the Association for Demecratic Reforms (ADR)
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Private sector under overall
social planning urged

Kanpur, Aug. 25: The Union Labour Minister,
Mr. KV, Raghunatha Reddy yesterday, said the
private sector would have to be brought under
“prverall social planning” to create a truly
socialistic order in the country.

Addressing the 1ith annual meeting of the
Kanpur Productivity Council, he said the private
sector laid too much emphasis on profits, which
often blurred its functioning.

On the other hand, the puhhc sector, despite
its certain weaknesses, was socially and
economically far more relevant.

“But for the contribution mache in the last few
years by the public sector undertakings, the
country would have been in an economic mess
to-day, as are a large number of countries in the
world. It is these units which have helped the
country to ward off, nay tackle a serious
ECONOMIC Crisis.

Mr. Reddy said the public sector was often
accused of inefficiency but during the Last one
year it had achieved a growth rate of 12.5 per
cent.

The biggest drawback in the present
industrial set-up was that relevance and
efficiency of a particular industrial unit, mainly
in the private sector, was judged by the amount
of profits earned. This led to a disequilibrium in
which certain essential units were not set up at
all or some had to be closed down because they

2024
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Gandhi on Monday. They tried to get Mr. Gandhi
to give a message from India to the world in
their autograph book. As Monday is observed by
Mr. Gandhi as a day of silence he wrote as
follows: "If you will please come some other
time when | am speaking, [ shall talk to you and
then decide whether to give something in vour
ook or not”

Eeing asked if he did not think it wise to write
a message from India to the world, Mr. Gandhi
wrote: I want the whole warld to know all
about my country. You are most welcome.”
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Beyond debate

Dysfunction of legislatures is due o
concentration of power in the executive

l ddressing the two-day All India Speakers’

onference in New Delhi on August 24,
Union Home Mini Shah called atten-
tien 1o the frequent disruptions that have para-
Iysed deliberations in Assemblies and Parlia-
ment, His point that “debate must take place ina
democracy” is beyond any debate. But when ane
grees bevond the trui: Y wre of India's re-
presentative democracy in distress emerges, Bit-
terness between the government and the Opposi-
tion has erased the scope for any common
ground, and PMarliament has been reduced to a
theatre of mutual diatribe, His remarks followed
soon after the Opposition’s protests, demanding
a debate on the Special Intensive Revision of elec-
toral rolls in Bihar, that led to repested adjourn-
ments. Most of the legislative business was car-
ried out with little or no debate, In a session with
21 sittings spread out over 32 days, 15 Bills were
passed, According to PRS Legislative Research's
analysis, the Lok Sabha functioned for 20% of its
scheduled time, and the Rajya Sabha for 34% —
the lowest functioning seen during the 18th Lok
Sabha. Two-thirds of the planned time was lost
repeated adjournments, In the Lower House, on-
Iy &% of starred questions received an oral reply,
while it was 5% in the Upper House. On 12 days in
the Rajyva Subha and on seven in the Lok Sabha,
no questions were answered orally over the 21
days. Question Hour, an instrument of executive
accountability, has been rendered ineffective,
The dysfunction of legislatures is linked to
concentration of power in the chief executive,
the Prime Minister and Chiet Ministers, Accord-
ing to the Annual Review of State Laws 2024 by
PRS Legislative Ri h, State A met

The dangerous wiring together of a ‘conspiracy’

“ haorror, horror, horror! Tongse
nor heart cannot conceive nor
0 name thee!™
Yees, 1 Shakespearean tragedy

is now playing out, though in an intangible form,
We are witnessing the murder of press freedom, a
right recognised by a Constitution Bench of the
Supreme Court, in 1950, in the case of Romesh
Thappar. Iranically, his relative, Karan Thapar, is
ome of the most recent victims, Journalist
Siddharth Varadarajan is another such victim,
They stand accused of a conspiracy, of
"provoking unrest, undermining national
security, and spreading narratives aligned with

- That is quite a mouthful.

The accusation against them lies in a First
Information Report (FIE) lodged with the Crime
Branch in Guwahati, Assam, on May 9, 2025, The
FIR is based on allegedly offensive video
interviews and articles published by The Wire. It
is not necessary to delve into the details of the
FIR except tosay that the complainant is
educated and writes quite well but strains really
hard to make out a case of national security being
undermined,

In fact, he writes so well that it took the Crime
Branch three months to understand the
complaint, take cognisance and summeon the
accused on August 12, 2025, Maybe the police did
nat quite comprehend what he intended w say
and perhaps took the assistance of an SIT and a
dictionary, but stll came to a wrong conclusion,
Andd, this in @ matter concerning national
security. What is going an?

The FIR does not make out a case of any
offence under the Bharativa Nyaya Sanhita (BNS)
and deserves to be quashed. It is nothing but an
expression of the complainant’s opinion,
Unfortunately, based on that opinion, the police
in Assam have summoned the two joumalists for
questioning (everybody knows what that means)
om charges of undermining national security, The

for an average of just 20 days in 2024, down from
28 in 2007, Larger States such as Uttar [‘mdnsh
and Madhya Pradesh recorded only 16
days, while Oisha and Kerala bed with 42 a
days, respectively. More than half the Bills were
passed on the same day, with little debate. Eight
Assemblies do not have a Deputy Speaker; the
Lok Sabha has not had a Deputy Speaker since
June 2009, Parliamentary committees that used
o be a platform for more deliberative and less
acrimonious debates have also become vulnera-
ble to partisanship. It is propitious that Mr. Shah
thinks that there should be more debate in legis-
latures, but it will be meaningful only when the
government translates that view into action by
engaging with the Opposition. A starting pmnl
can be a election of an Of

leader as the Deputy Speaker of the Lok Sabha.

l'-‘riends and foes

i) Dar travelled tu Dha-

l ka over the weekend to meet with members
of the Bangladeshi interim government, headed
by Muhammad Yunus, and hold talks with his

counterpart, Touhid Hossain, Ties had been
tense since 2009, when Sheikh Hasina came to
power, and wnder strain over the prosecution of
those who colluded with Pakistan during the 1971
liberation war — and the assassination of her fath-
er Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and most of her fami-
Iy in 1975, In 2005, Bangladesh demanded the ex-
pulsion of a Pakistani diplomat over links w a
rerror group and recalled its High Commissioner
amabad after Pakistan protested the hang-
ing in Bangladesh of those found guilty of collu-
sion in 1971, Although the two nations sul

quently restored envoys, they began to repair ties
after Ms. Hasina's ouster last August, The process
was also nudged by China, which convened a tri-
lateral mechanism with Bangladesh and Pakista-
ni officials in Kunming. In Dhaka, there was
agreement to restore visa facilitation for diplo-

Court of India has directed that no
coercive action be taken against them, For the
time being that is good enough, but [would like
the readers of this daily to consider the long-term
collateral damage.

Back in sheep's clothing

We have been told, and quite rightly so, that the
draconian offence of sedition has been removed
from the penal law of Indiz. The BNS does not
recognise sedition as a penal offence. However,
Section 152 of the BNS creates an offence of
endangering the sovereignty, the unity and the
integrity of India.

That is sedition in sheep's clothing and is
obwviously a very serious offence. The Llaw
provides that it comes into play when someone
“excites or attemplts o excite, secession or armed
rebellion or subversive activities, or encourages
feelings of separatist activities or endangers
sovereignty or unity and integrity of India; or
indulges in or commits any such act..” The
sovereignty and integrity of India are expressions
used in Article 19 of the Constitution and have a
definite meaning relating to the subservience or
break-up of the country, nothing less. In the

normal course, the expression of views, however
radical they may be, cannot be construed as
endangering the sovereignty and the imtegrity of
India, Something much more is required, in the

nature of secession or armed rebellion or
subwersive or separatist activity. 1t is for this
Madan B Lokue reason that the punishment for an offence under
& foener Judge of Section 152 of the BNS provides also for life
the Sup ‘aurt al Impr
India and the

Sugireme Caurt of Fiji

Press frecdom
Is heing
murdered and
a law much
wiorse than
sedition is
helng
weaponised
with inpunity

Summons, the consequences

S0 does all this make Section 152 of the BNS
unconstitutional? [ do not know - a Constitation
Bench of the Court will decide this. And, frankly, 1
do ot want to hazard a guess on the outcome.
But, in the meanwhile, what are the

consequences of the police summons?

First, a freexing effect. We had earlier
acknowledged a chilling effect under the sedition
law, Now it has gone well beyond that. Try and
|mug|m any journalist or anybody in a panel
ion or otherwise having the
courage to be critical of anything to do with any
policy of the Government of India, Somebody can
misinterpret it and bring national security into
play, and the police can take cognisance and
summon the alleged offender. Freedom of speech
can be bulldozed and demolished because one
individual out of a billion people, anywhere in the
country, believes (withowt evidence) that national
security is in danger, or that the armed forces are
demorali: r.'dul that dlwml is “strategic

bon' und) the s igrity and the

integrity of India,

Second, consider the financial inconvenience
to a journalist or a commaon citizen, It is
expensive when approaching the Court against a
frivolous complaint. The litigant has to pay the
lawyer's fee, the p ng of paper books and
sundry expenses, If the litigant is not a resident in
Delhi, one has 1o add travel expenses, boarding
and lodging, How many people can afford that?
And why should they just because one or two
persons in some part of India misinterpret what
is written or said? Consider the expense that Mr,
Thapar and Mr. Varadarajan will have to undergo
in travel 1o Guwahati and back (unl
arrested) and their overnighe stay,
investigating officer be available on the scheduled
date? He might fall sick or have a more pressing
case to investigate. In other words, he can make
their journey futile.

Then, is there a guarantee that the questioning
will be over in one day? Maybe the investigating
officer may require their presence again, and
again. Today, no police officer is accountable,
wim_ll is why innocents in Mumbai spent 18 years
. Accountability jurisprudence rely
missing in the country.

In my view, a police officer investigating a
crime should travel to the city or the wwn where
the accused is ordinarily resident. The officer is
acting for and on behalf of the state. Therefore,
the state should bear the expenses rather than a
citizen who is presumed to be innocent.

Have the police in Assam explored the
possibility of questioning these journalists using
video comferencing? Why do they have to be

physically present, at great expense and
imconvenience, when they can answer questions
over a video call? There is another advantage in
questioning by electronic mode, The questions
and the answers can be recorded to enable those
concerned to know what was asked. Sometimes
the questions are inane. This avoids a common
allegation made by the investigating agency that
the accused ‘did not cooperate’.

A few days ago, the Lieutenant-Governor of
Delhi (L-G) passed an order enabling the
cross-examination of police officers in a criminal
trial through video conferencing, Lawyers in
Delhi have objected to this procedure but the L-G
has stuck to his guns. If police officers can be
cross-examined over a video call in a criminal
trial, there is no reason why journalists cannot be
guestioned the same way in respect of an
accusation,

Harass and punish

The attitude of the Assam police is quite obvious
= harass the journalists and make the process a
punishment for a non-existent offence, That there
s a clear intention to go alter journalists is
obwious from a summons issued recently to
Abhisar Sharma for an offence under Section 152
of the BNS, He is accused of endangering the
unity and integrity of India by portraying the
state as corrupt, communal and illegitimate,
Really? While sedition has been deleted from the
statute books, it has been replaced by a law that is
much worse and is being weaponised with
mpunity.

Third, does the state have any respect for the
Court and its judgments? | am not oo sure. The
Law requires the accused be given a copy of the
FIR, as held by the Cowrt in Youth Bar Association
af Indica (2006). Both the accused tried
unsuccessfully for a week to get a copy of the FIR,
This view was followed by the Karnataka High
Court in 8r Tavaragi Rajashekhar Shiva Prasad
(2024), The police have acted in defiance of the
mandate of the Gupmme Court with impumnity. A
copy of the FIR is required to be filed with the
Jjurisdictional Magistrate. So, Mr, Thapar and Mr.
Varadarajan approached the Magistrate for a copy
off the FIR that had been lodged in May 2025 but
were informed that it was not there, 15 this
impunity? Arrogance? Negligence? Even
otherwise, common sense dictates that if an
accused is asked to answer alle, i
him, he should know what the

Finally, in theory, the investigation can
gradually rope in other persons involved in the
video imterviews and articles, The galaxy of
accused persons will then include the former
Chief of the Research and Analysis Wing, senior
journalists, and defence analysts. Warch out.
Something is happening here, but you do not
know what it is,

Finally, there are three questions that need to
be asked. Should Section 152 of the ENS remain
om the statute book? Regardless of whether it is
constitutional or not, should not the mandate of
the law be followed by the police? And, should
not the state be made accountable in appropriate
cases?

India-Japan ties — old partners, new priorities

rime Minister Narendra Modi's visit to

P]apan and China, that begins from August
comes at a time of fux in global

geopal . While there is a tentative easing of
tensions between India and China after years of
strain, ¢ is also growing uncertainty about
MNew Delhi's ties with Washington as the Trump
administration seems to be doing everything inits
power to push India away. Thus, Mr. Modi's
engagement in Tokyo carries weight well beyond
the bilateral.

Japan's major investment plan
At the heart of the visit lies Japan's
announcement of a ¥i0 trillion (about $68 billion)

mats, have direct flights, grant sct ips for
Bangladeshi students and ways to enhance trade
from current lows of less than a billion dollars,
However, the Yunus government has refused to
move on decades-old Bangladeshi demands for
reparations from Pakistan. These include a for-
mal apology for the genocide in 1971 perpetrated
by Pakistani forces, financial compensations and
the repatriation of thousands of “Stranded Pakis-
tanis” or Urdu-speaking Muhajirs who had mi-
prated there after Partition and still held alle-
glance to West Pakistan. While meeting Mr. Dar,
Mr. ¥unus also called for strengthening regional
cooperation, including a revival of the SAARC
process. India has eved the thaw in lslamabad-
Dhiaka ties with some suspicion, given reports
that Pakistani diplomats supported [amaat-e-ls-
laami student activists during the anti-Has
protests last year, OF greater concern has been
military and intelligence contacts.,

While there is no question that New Delhi has
cause to feel cut out and bruised by the new-
found bonhomie between an erstwhile ally and a
lomg-time foe, it is time that South Block adopts a
more realistic prism, Pakistan is stepping into the
breach caused by the strain in Indiz-Bangladesh
ties. Although Mr. Modi met Mr. Yunus in April
and External Affairs Minister 5. Jaishankar met
Mr. Hossain on the side-lines of other internation-
al events, neither has contemplated a visit, nor
has Mr. Yunus been invited. With the announce-
ment of elections in Bangladesh, in February,
New Delhi must also broaden its political engage-
ment with political parties there, even as it nudg-
es the Yumus government to a more inclusive pro-
cess. In the absence of & stronger regional South
Asian grouping, New Delhi has a difficult task in
holding sway over bilateral ties between any of its
neighbours, especially Bangladesh and Pakistan.

o

plan in India to be spread over the
nmd decade. This pledge, among the most
ambitious Tokyo has ever made to New Delhi, is
designed to boost the infrastructure,
manufacturing, clean energy, and technology
partnership. It signals Japan's long-term stake in
India's growth story at a time when many global
investors remain cautious about China. The fact
that Japan is also investing in the next-generation
EI0 series Shinkansen for the
Mumbai-Ahmedabad high- -.peed rail corridor
reflects economic col wn alongsicde Tokyo's
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cooperation in Asia, reinforcing their shared
commitment to a free, open, and rules-based
Indo-Pacific.

The U.S. factor, a case of strategic balancing
The timing of the visit is important. After the
Tokyo meeting, Mr. Mndl nsschndulm:l o attend
the i o summit
in Tianjin, China. Bilsteral tles though scarred by
the 2000 Galw.m clash, are demonstrating

il on wnh the

T of direct flighs,

I
Relations at King's
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ashree Basu

is an Associate
Fellow-Inde-Pacific at

mdl ngness to transfer cutting-edge technology o
India.

On the strategic front, the two countries are
expected to revise the 2008 Joint Declaration on
Security Cooperation, reorienting their security
and defence partnership in accordance with
contemporary realities. The proposed Economic
Security Initiative — it covers semiconductors,

critical mineral ph.mm.cﬂutlcals .4.11d dﬁan

significant is the upgrade of their digital
partnership, which is now expected to cover
artificial intelligence and startup ecosystems,
These initiatives place India-Japan ties at the
forefront of technological and security

Research Foundation

The Prime
Minister's Japan
visit highlights
India's steady
strategic intent,
\\]Ih },Jull-e (1)

IhL LS,

tmdﬂ iaclln.mtm efforts, The visit, }mankyn ()
trategic
balancing in mamy ways, First, it underscores
India's ability to engage with a trusted strategic
partner and a neighbouring competitor without
allowing one relationship to dictate the other.
Second, it signals that India can
compartmentalise. With Tokyo, the focus is on
advancing economic security, defence
cooperation, and Indo-Pacihe stability. With
Beijing, the emphasis will likely be on managing
tensions, exploring limited confdence-building
measures, and keeping communication lines

e,

The balancing becomes even more
consequential agains

steady partner. Mr. Trump stands
wears of careful effort invested in building the
Mew Delhi-Washington partnership. Successive
administrations on both sides, from George W,
Bush to Joe Biden, worked to transform a
once-fractious relationship into 3 cornerstone of
Indo-Pacific strategy, anchored in defence
cooperation, technology sharing, and growing
peopleto-people ties. So far, Trump 2.0 risks
eroding this progress. The Quad (India, Australia,
Japan, the L.5.) too, remains essential to India’s
Indo-Pacific vision, but its trajectory appears
rocky as LS. engagement turns episodic. The

Erouping was conceived as a platform o pool
capacities amnng like-minded democracies, yet

Washington®s wi
Under Mr. Trump's second term, sigm]t. af

disengagement and a narrower view of alliances
risk diluting the Quad's strategic coherence. For

El'l‘dlhljlt)‘ and uperalmnal depth.
Beyond economics and defence, there
broader political signal embedded in the visit. By
stepping up its engagement with India, Japan is
not just diversifying its economic footprint but is
also reinforcing the idea that dedicated long-term
cooperation can deliver tangible outcomes,

The message
The Todkyo visit is thus bess about short-term
diplomatic outcomes and more abowt signalling
steady strategic intent — that India is willing to
keep channels with Beijing open, prepared to
navigate ULS. unpredictability, and determined to
deepen enduring partnerships with like-minded
powers in the region. Japan's commitments also
reinforce India as one of its most reliable partners
n navigating the challmpnsn(lhﬁ Indo-Pacific,
from economic resilience o maritime security.
The visit will highlight one of the most
enduring features of Indian diplomacy in recent
vears: Hexibility without losing strategic clarity. In
a phase of protracted peopolitical uncertainty, it
is Japan that emerges as India's anchor partner.
Washington's commitment is wavering under
Trump's short-sightedness, while Beijing remains
& competitor whose gestures of normalisation
cannot yet ease underlying mistrust. Tokyo offers
consistency, resources and a shared strategic
outlook rooted in democratic values and a free
and open Indo-Pacific. Therefore, the visit to
Japan is not just about consolidating an old
partnership. It is about recognising where India’s
maost dependable ballast lies.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

A new Bill

The 130th Constitutional
Amendment Bill directly
challenges the rule of law
and is arbitrary while
undermining the basic
structure of the

30 days on mere

Constitution. In a cowntry
where judicial processes.

take years to settle, losing
public office in a period of

accusations and placing
even the highest office of

Prime Minister at the mercy
of the executive is aimed at
creating a police state.

In an environment where
ethical standards have
reached their nadir and
wihere it is commonplace to

observe candidates getting

investigating agencies
become potent weapons to

further political agendas.

obstructed from absorbing
such candidates and

limiting the abuse of power.

absolved of various charges The best approach would Madhusres Guha,

a5 500N a5 switch be to introduce a Bill which Halkata

political allegiance to the could end the usual Letters emailad 1o
party in contral, template — where aparty is | |stersthehindu.co.in

st earry the postal address
and the full name.
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Like other relics, India’s fossils are
at high risk of being sold abroad

Fossils once bound For labs are now advertised in storefronts and auction houses;
tocay, their fossilised remains are sold on the streets of Paris; Largen, rarer specimens fetch staggering sums from pr

Anupama Chandrasekaran

n Western India, some of the
country’s richest fossil beds lie
inside open coal mines. It is
gruelling work for pal I
with lomg dn\m under a haze of dun. the
deatening hammering of tools, and nights
in small-town hotels with basic comforts.

In 2024, palacontologist Sunil Bajpai
reported that at one such dig, he and his
team uncovered the fossilised vertebrae
of Vasuki indicus. This ancient giant snake
may have stretched as long as a tour bus,
But without a national repository or a
secure, catalogued fossil locker like those
abraad, the stony remains of this
47millionyear-old serpent face an
uncertain future,

"I worry about what will happen to

ils after I retire in two years,”
Seyear-old Mr. Bajpai, chair
professor of vertebrate palseontology at
UIT-Roorkee, “Will they be preserved or
fall victim to theft or vandalism?™

Around the world, fossils once bound
for labs are now advertised in storefronts.
and auction houses. Ammonites, extinct
sita ereatures with coiled shells, once
crowded ancient oceans, Today, their
fossilised remains are sold on the streets
of Paris. Larger, rarer specimens fetch
staggering sums at auctions from private
collectors,

In July 2024, Sotheby's suction house
in New York sold a near-complete
stegosaurus, a plant-eating dinosaur with
spikes, for §44.6 million, It was the most
expensive fossil ever auctioned. In
California, luxury homes trumpet
dinosaur skeletons as living room
showpieces.

Thotmas Cart is a palacontologist at the
Carthage Institute of Palaeontology in
Wisconsin in the U5, He studies fossils of
Tyranmosaierus rex, one of the largest
s in history, Ina
s April tithed
“Tyrannosaurus rex: An Endangered
ies’, Mr. Carr reported that 71
portant T, rex specimens
are in private hands. Just 61 of these finds
are held by public institutions.

“Commercial E{llltt[{lm have gathered

since the I|r-.t specimen was discovered,”
hie rate
of collection by commercial interests was
the most surprising and the most
alarming.”

Heritage at risk

ammonites, extinet sea creatures, once crowded ancient oceans;

te collectors at auctions

A panoramic view of the Panandhro lignite mine in Kutch, Gujarat, showing the fossilifercus level (red arrow| where fossils of the 15-metre-lang snake Vosuki

incicus were faund. 5. BASP AND P VERMA

fossils is due to the subcontinent's
prolonged isolation after splitting from
the southern supercontinent
Gondwanaland around 150 million years
ago. After India collided with Asia 50 to
&0 million years ago, ancestral horses and
whales emerged along its coasts,

A of now there are no Laws governing
fossils and there are huge concerns about
vandalisation and local sales taking
place,” Mr. Bajpai said. “If we don’t move
fast, we're going to lose a part of earth's
history that you can never get back. Onee
a ltml is gone, it's gone forever”

Unsung custodians

Fossils can vanish without trace:
misplaced in storerooms, uumhllng from
heat and rain or hidden away in private
collections. One large cache of Indian
fossils today lies with the Ranga
Rao-Oberglell Trust. Itis a urlln.lltm built
by the late Indian pal M.5.

Commerclal collectors have gathered
more T, rex material than sclentises
have sinee the first specimen was
discovered

THOMAS CARI
CAR

3
INSTITUTE OF PALAEONTOLOGY,

NS

known whale ancestors. The private
collection is now kept in a Dehradun
home, Some fossils even lie exposed in
the garden, according to Mr. Bajpai. The
collection, built over decades, remains
largely unsorted and unstudied

‘With no formal safeguards, some
enthusiasts have turned custodians of
India's deep history, Vishal Verma, a
*tht!!lﬂ.dtlﬂ:‘r in Madhya Pradesh, spends

Ranga Rao and his late wite, the German
palacontologist Friedlinde Obergfell.

The couple unearthed truckloads of
fossils, mtludlm, I‘(mumr a small, hoofed,
land-d i called Idifys.

Over decades, India’s cultural
hinve often wm:ht.d it privite h.mlk In
hl

]Jutth .i\mcrlt.m mlm:mulm.n Hans
Th

1808, a Britisl
hundreds of gems from a Buddhist shrine
in Uttar Pradesh. The relics stayed in his
family for generations before part of the
collection was slated for auction at
Sotheby's in Homg Kong in 2025, The
Indian government blocked the sale.
Sebentists caution that fossils could be the
next heritage lost to the auction block,
“The palasontological record of Indis,
especially the Mesozoic age, is incredibly
important to our understanding of the
evolution of dinosaurs and other
organisms,” Mr. Carr said, referring to the
“age of reptiles’ when dinosaurs mltd the
earth. “We can’t afford to lose it
India’s fossil record includes some of
the earliest plant life, dinossurs and even
a skull of ancient humans, That wealth of

1 the specimen in
2008 and spotted features that signaled

that Indohyus was one of the earliest
-

A fossil at the Perambalur Ammanibes Centre, ALE
FHOTO

ds rescuing dinosaur bones and
slu:lk from riverbeds, The limestone and
basalt hills in his neighbourhood, formed
146-65 million years ago, cradle fossilised
dinosaur nests and eggs. Ammonites
coiled like snakes, slabs of fossil wood and
shards of reptile teeth fill every corner of
Mr. Verma's home,

“We have to recognise the importance
of these finds — they tell the story of our
past, the story of earth,” said Mr. Verma,
speaking in Hindi, "There must be strict
measures against misuse and vandalism.
Fossils should be accessible bo people, but
they must also be protected.”

In 2006, Mr. Verma stumbled upon
hurndreds of dinosaur eggs. He borrowed
money to rent a truck and move some to
 government museum in Mandav. But
that wasn't enough to protect them. In
2013, some of the eggs were stolen and
the rest were locked away from public
i

“One day they were on the shelf and
the other day they weren't," said Ashok

the theft. "Well, when money comes into
the picture, it's very difficult in a country
like curs to safeguard anything because
you can put guards and you can put wire
and you can do everything, They did that
at the Mandav museum and still, they lost
some of the dinosaur eggs kept there and
nobody knows how.”

Fossils for sale

Fossils aren't just prey for vandals or
roadside sellers anymaore, A simple
Google search can lead you to sites openly
selling l(mhu:r] dinosaur eggs. They've

The :m:pu urus fossil that sold for a
record §44.6 million at Sotheby's last year
went to hedge fund trader Kenneth
Grithn. The fossil frenzy has even draown
Hollywood celebrities like Nicolas Cage
and Leonardo DiCaprio, whe once had a
bidding war over a dinosaur skull.
Sotheby’s has further stoked the appetite,
carving out a new department in 2021
selling fossils alongside space and cinema
memorabi

A few years ago, a draft plan for a
national fossil repository in India raised
hopes, But that plan has barely
progressed. Experts warn that in its
ahsence, India’s prehistoric treasures
remain vulnerable to auctions abroad.

“th 1o law to prohibit their
it's entirely possible
that dinosaur eggs from India have found
wiy into overseas markets,” Me.

}[:;‘r now, the 27 fossilised vertebrae Mr.
Bajpai found of the Vasuki indicus rest ina
e at IT-Roorkee. At an estimated 49
feet, the giant pythondike snake would
have been longer than the T. rex that
pdl.hmmulugn Mr. Carr found to be
into private hands. Only time will
his fossil will be safeguarded as a
national treasure, safe from any auction

block.

hehindu. co.in

Sahni, a veteran Indian pal abogist of
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THE SCIENCE QUIZ

Physics

of staying airborne

Vasudevan Mukunth
[N
QUESTION 1

The faster the alr flows over the
eurved upper surface of the wing, the
lower the pretsure there, This &
called X's principle: aeroplanes use it
ta generate |ift and stay alrbome.
Name X,

[N

QUESTION 2

Far an aercplane, the angle between
the wing's chord line and the
or\mmlnu alrflew is called the angle
af +Itis used ta contral lift and
ta keep the plane from stalling. At its
eritical value, the plane's lift
coefficient is at its highest. Fill in the
blark.

k

QUESTION 3

™
K

The prapulsion systems anboard a

conventional aeroplane accelerate air

(o exhaust gases from the engines)

backward, thus producing thrust in

the forward direction. Narme the

quantity whose conservation allows

this mechanism.

[N

QUESTION 4

Thie mivable parts of an aeroplane’s

wings and tail that let pilats steer

and stabilise the alrcraft are called its
They're like the

misscles of the plane and are used to

change how alr flows over different

sectians, creating forces that |ift,

push ar drop the vehicle. Fill in the

blanks.

b

QUESTION §

The 15 thee thin skin

of alr that hugs an seroplane’s wings,

fuselage, tall, etc. Even though it is
typically only a few millimeters to
centimeters thick, It has an cutsized
Influence on flight charactenistics. Fill
In the blanks.

Answers to August 21 quiz:

L Unit of radiation dose due to eating
frults - Ans: Banana-equivalent
dose

2. Thme unit o track nuclear chan
reactions - Ams: Shakes (of & lamb’s
tall)

3. Unit used as a stand-in for large
mumbers - Ans: Sagan

A, Speed wnit egual to 017 mm per
sepand - Ans: Furlong per fortnight
5. Unit of ek of death equal te 1ina
millicn - Ans: Micromornt

Visual: August Beer

First contact: KM, Viswanathan |
Anmal Agrawal | Tamal Biwas |
Harilakshmi .

19
When the engines of this seroplane were removed, heavy winds were able to tit it
backwards. This is because the centre of gravity n its bady shifted ta the rear.

Please serad in

Uf snswers bo

stience@thehindu.co.in
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Prof. Supreet Sainis nesearch group at
NT-Bambay uses microbes to understand what
makes evolution unpredictable and deterministic
atthe same time. SPECAL ARFANGEMERT

T researchers
use microbes to

unlock nature’s
hidden rules

Pumima Sah

In a breakthrough that sheds new light on
one of biology's most puzzling questions,
researchers at IIT-Bombay have shown
that subte differences in how nutrients
are presented can push microbes along
entirely different evolutionary paths, The
findings were published in two papers in
i Swstens Biology and Applicarions and
© Ecology and Evolution,

The experiments, led by
fercused an the microbes
a common gut bacterium, and
Saccharomyces cerevisiae, a type of yeast
widely used in baking. The researchers
designed the study to test whether
microbes care about what they eat as well
as how it is served. They used the
chemically related sugars glucose and
galactose but packaged them differently.
One group of microbes received a simple
mix of the two while others were fed
lactose or melibiose, complex sugars
made of the same components but
bonded differently.

“We picked sugars that are chemically
related, Cur goal was to see if microbes
care about how the meal is served.” Prof.
Saini said.

Orver 300 generations, the microbes
evolved along strikingly different paths, In
E. coli, one growp grew faster while
another produced more biomiass, Yeast
populations were similarly divergent,
Genetic studies revealed that several
mutations contributed to these
adaptations,

"We didn't expect these subtle
differences to create completely distinct
adaptive paths,” Neetika Ahlawat, a
postdoctaral scholar and author of both
studies, said. *The indings suggest that
the way a cell responds to a nutrient can
influence which mutations are beneficial
and what paths evolution can take”

The study also s s15 @ strate
to fight antibiotic resistance by

restricting the evolutionary
hways available b hogen

When researchers transferred these
evobved populations of both E. coli and
yeast into new sugar environments, their
growth followed a pattern, This
phenomenon, called a pleiotropic
response, refers to the side effects of
adaptation in one environment
influencing behaviour in another,

"It's a nice reminder that evolution is
both flexible and constrained,” said
Pavithra Venkataraman, a former PhD
student at IIT-Bombay and an author of
the E. coli study. " In identical
environments, the outcomse was
unpredictable, demonstrating a possible
fexibility in evolution. However, the
pleiotropic side effects of that evolution in
new environments were surprisingly
consistent. How well an evolved
population performed elsewhere could be
predicted based on how its ancestor had
behaved.”

The implications streteh far beyond
academic interest. By carefully tweaking
nutrient combinations, archers may
b abde to divect microbial evolution to
ereate strains that grow faster or are more
efficient, opening the doors for
applications in food and beverages,
pharmaceuticals, and biofuels, The stady
also suggests a strategy to fight antibiotic
resistance by restricting the evolutionary
pathways available to pathogens.

W could imagine using resources to
limit the evolutionary paths available to
pathogens, making it harder for antibiotic
resistance to emerge,” Prof, Saini said,
“Its still early days, but the prospect is

exciting.
The IIT-Bombay studies revealed that
while the journey may be unpredictable,
understanding the hidden rules behi
adaptation could allow us to anticipate
where evolution may ultimately lead.
prerrimasahithehindu.co.dn
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