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Shuklas paid flight to IS8 will provide
i on human s

t noan on June 25 (IST), India’s Shubhan-
A shu Shukls lifted off with three other as-
tronauts from NASA's Florida spaceport
to the International Space Station (I58) as part of
the Axiom-4 commercial mission. This is the first
time an Indian has gone to orbital space since Ra-
kesh Sharma in 1984. If the Dragon crew capsule
docks successfully with the 1S5 on June 26, Mr,
Shukla will also become the first Indian onboard
the IS5, Over the next two weeks, he and the 1SS
crew will perform a suite of ex) carried
by the Axiom-4 nllum including eight from the
Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO), Mr,
Shukla is among the leading candidates to fly in
India’s maiden human space flight mission, Gaga-
nyaan, currently slated for 2027, For now, the De-
partment of Space has not articulated the rea-
sons for spending U548 crore to buy Mr. Shukla's
seat on Axiom-4. Against the backdrop of the
120,200-crore budget for Gaganyaan, Mr. Shuk-
la's paid nq:hmﬂwlss packaged along with ad-
vanced training for him and back-up crewmate
Prasanth Nair, will give India un-lmble insight
into human space flight and how it is coordinated
ahead of mounting its own astronaut expedi-
tions, regardless of the money spent. However,
this does not spare the Department of Space and
ISRO from communicating the rationale and ex-
tent of these benefits, which has yet to happen.
Space flight has changed considerably bet-
ween Mr. Sharma's and Mr. Shukla's flights: the
stakes woday are multidimensional and more de-
manding. Axiom is a private entity contracted
with NASA and SpaceX, and which sells seats to
comimercial missions to the IS8, But uncertainties
linger over NASA's future access to the Dragon
crew capsules following Elon Musk's spat with
LS. President Donald Trump. The effects of Mr.
Trump's tariffs and his willingness to honour pre-
decessor Joe Biden's commitments to India, gi-
ven the major budget cuts he has proposed for
2026, are also unclear. And the 158 is set to be de-
commissioned by 2030. In this world, the future
of India’s own space programme is caught bet-
ween multiple futures, NASA and private U.S,
companies, incdluding Blue Origin, have said they
would like to use Gaganyaan technologies in fu-
ture missions as part of strengthening U.S.-India
ties in the space sector. But even as the country
balances commercial with public sector needs, it
needs to remain a relevant provider of space
flight services. The Indian government has sig-
nalled that it is willing to take positive steps to
bolster the private sector but which, thus far,
have been in . Thus, once Mr. Shukda re-
turns, ISRO's to-do list will move to the next big
challenge even as public expectations of it, in-
cluding transparent communication, will soar,

Cause and effect

Governments must uphold human
rights in citizenship cases

oncerns surrounding citizenship fced by
sections of society in India’s border States
have come to the fore again with courts
stepping in to provide remporary relief to ha-
rassed individuals. The issues arising from these
cases are far from settled. On June 24, the Su-
preme Court of India stayed the deportation of
Jaynab Bibi who was labelled a “foreigner”™, first
by the Foreigners’ Tribunal in Assam, and then
by the Gauhati High Court. Despite hailing from a
[milywhnunmnbu'xh&\:ljwdmmmfw
and g all d she
has had to run from pillar to past to prove that
she is an Indian citizen. A Bench of Justices K.
Viswanathan and N. Kotiswar Singh ordered the
Union government not to tike any coercive steps
ipmnMLmhﬂlﬂumhemmmMm
the case handa Rashid, the High Court of
jammnﬂul“mlrmudakhumdth'm
ion Home the 63 kd

A lofty concep,

i of ‘Bharat Mata’ (Mother India)
triggered a confrontation between
A the Governor of Kerala and the State

povernment. At a recent function, the
Governor had placed a painting of Bharat Mata in
the form of a female figure clad in a saffron colour
sari with a spear in one hand and standing with a
lion behind her against a backdrop of the map of
India. The painting had been placed in a room
where official functions are held at Raj Bhavan. A
I:I.Ibrl.shmpwpludbekreuﬂlgrhnaed

ﬂnlamp.'ﬂ-{:h]d'Mhll!ml and other Ministers
had raised ohjections on the grounds that this
picture of Bharat Mata is not recognised by the
Constitution ar any law unlike the national
anthem of India or the national {lag or other
national symbols. Therelore, the government
mwhm Izl(enapnmn that !tmlm

The shogan, *Bharat Mata ki Jai', was the
emotional cry of freedom fighters which would
electrify the minds of people who were fighting
for freedom from colonial rule. And, they used 1o
raise this shogan at the highest pud:mm
‘were subject to lathi blows. Thus, Bharat Mata is

mmmnmmmmmmhnm
whether we should pay obeisance to this image of
kuhlaia.Tl:relsmmhlﬂwlndmshm
a and ional bond with th
Bharat Mata. However, hthnlttnlaq:hude lhc
issue is that the Governor has and uses a picture
of what is claimed to be Bharat Mata at the venue
‘where official functions organised by the
government are held and offers floral tributes o
it as a part of the official function.

The conduct of the Governor

Since no picture of Bharat Mata in any form has
Mnmmumhyenlurlhemkulmum
law or adopted like the national anthem, the
national flag, the national emblem or even the
national symbols, such a picture cannot be a part
of any official function organised by the
government. Itmqybe noted here that this

Janata Party in their functions. The Governor,

a Governor and unwanted controver:

BT Achary

s former Secretary
General, Lok Sabha

There s a deep
and emotional
bond with the
concept of
Bharat Mata,
but all
constitutional
authories are
bound by the
framework of
the Constitution

being the constitutional head of the state, is
expected to conduct himself in accordance with
dicComll'uﬂm The Govemor cannot take b
in the f his
duties and functions but can act anly in
acoordance with the advice of the elected
So, if the decides that
suchmclmﬂlwldnmbeplw:dmﬂl:m
of official 1 by the g
&uﬂmemurhmqmdmphythndecﬂm_
The personification of Bharat Mata as a mother
figure was first done by renowned neml'li
novelist, Bankim Chandra i
late 19th century work, Anmdmnnm_mme
mother symbal he created was Banga Mata
(Mother of Bengal) - and not Bharat Mata - and it
became the powerful symbol of Bengali
nationalism.
But it was Abanindranath Tagore, the nephew
ufllabmdnmhﬁmwhoﬁmdwlapnmdmd

|painting as Bharat Mata. Later, "Bharat Mata ki
Jai" became the most powerful slogan of the
nmunllflulhmmmmﬂhll without any
visuul rep national

never adopeed any picture of the Bharat Mata.

ned!hemwefwlm Mata as
brilliantly as Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru,

explains it in his inimitable style in his Discovery
India: * 1i

behind her, cannot be a symbol of Bharat M
The display of such a picture is a throwbach
19th century nationalism which has no rele
i modern times. Indian nationalism under
Gandhi had a strong secular core and was
inchusive, Anthropomorphisation of a count
an outdated ides. The diversities, the divisis
Indian society, multiple religions, races, an
different levels of cultural developments ca
e represented by such a figure.

Governor versus the government

The country has witnessed too many unsee
fights between Governors and State governi
The Supreme Court of India has intervened
mmﬂu:nwdmmlhlm right.

spa
mm:lm-mm The Constitution and the
thereon by the S Con
lhave clearty laid down the limits of a Goven
wﬂenandﬁn:mrﬁ.Dt IlR Ambediar h
said in the C Awm\
the under the
l\ummldlrhhecandic!nrgbyhmel
functions at all.”

The Raj Bhavan Kerala controversy, delib
or otherwise, was absolutely unnecessary. |
sours the relationship between the Governy
the elected government. In official function

or logos or other visual representa
used by private organisations cannot be use
Bhavan does not merely consist of the priva
chambers of the Governor, There are room:
:ﬂkmmmmmmuuhdd

af as | reached a gathering a a8 It Is done in
great roar of welcome would greet me: Bharat leunpmllluwn
Mata ki JaiVictory to Mother India. | would ask The Governor is bound by the advice of t

them unexpectedly what they meant by that cry,
who was this Bharat Mata, whose victory they
wanted..... The mountains and the rivers of India
and the forest and the broad fields which gave us
food were all dear to us, but what counted
ultimately were the people of India, people like
themn and me who were spread out all over this
wvast land. Bharat Mata, Mather India, was
aznnallyﬂﬂemmusdpmp]ealﬂv‘kmqm
her meant victory to these

It is rather unfortunate t Itdslnf:y concept
of Bharat Mata has triggered an unseemly

Involvirg the G of

« Kerala.
Obvdously the picture of a female figure ina
saffron sari, with a spear in hand and a lion

government on, for example, the placing of
photographs, portraits in such places and 4
|performing various actions in an official fur
such as the lighting of the lamp as in protoc
approved by the povernment. The Governux
example, cannot order that the picture of B
Mata should be placed in all government off
his:decisiuﬂwﬂy tbepwnnunlmﬂt;ls

disciplines of the Constitution. Thegmmn
lhas the constitutional right to advise the
Governor not to place the picture of Bharat
at venues used to conduct official meetings
ground that such a picture has not been
recognised by the Constitution or statutes.

The Axis of Upheaval in the West Asia conflict

s the war between Israel and Iran has

resubted in a ceasefire after being layered

with America’s bombing of Iran's nuclear
sites, the narrative of the world being divided into
power blocs like those during the Cold War era
stands punctured. With Iran having suffered a
political and military decapitation of keadership
nmlc.upa:kyalﬂ! its muain partners, China and

have maintained a distance. Before the

rxnﬁtt Tran had been central to the narrative of
the global order’s perceived fracturing between
palatable West-led alliances against a Moscow-
and Beijing knitted axis, dubbed as the ‘Axis of
Upheaval’ by American scholars Richard Fontaine
and Andrea Kendall Taylor.

In Russia’s war against Ukraine, lranlan drone
technologies have played a critical role, while
Moscow and Tehran, despite certain regional
differences, once joined hands to stabilise the
government of the now ousted Syrian President,
Bashar al-Assad. Meanwhile, as sanctions have
gnawed at lran’s economic depth over the years,
China has gained much by continuing to buy
cheap oil from the country. This has been helpful
to Betjing in powering its stagnating growth while
giving Tehran much needed cash inflows in a
polity and sodety that is starved of steady
fnancial streams.

No treaties

lm:vernlmbha.lmchmhmlmm:
as well. The axes, at best, are a

llnusewlﬂe rulmlu.slwwasd:pumdml’ubman
against Pakistani na-

Pahalgam terror attack in April,
Ms. Rashid, a Pakistani national, had been stay-
ing in Jammu for the past 38 years with her hus-
band and two children, and had a long term visa,
Her application for citizenship in 1996 is yet to be

processed.

In his order, High Court judge Rahul Bharti
said human rights are the most sacrosanct com-
ponent of a human life and that there are dmes
when a court has 1o respond “S05 like” without
going into the merits and demerits of a case,
which can be decided on in due course of time,
The lawyers for Ms. Bibi referred to Md. Rahim Alf
@ Abdur Rahim vs The State Of Assam in 2024 in
which the Supreme Court touched on the man-
ner in which people in Assam were being ran-
domly suspected as foreigners without any co-
gent evidence. "It i well settled that
suspicion, however high it may be, can under no
circumstances, be held to be a substitute for legal
evidence,” it said, laying down the due 55 10
be followed when an individual is dec a fo-
reigner. The Citizenship (Amendment) Act of
2019, bymlucnuenshpw:lxnmmslm
communities , Pakistan and Ban-
Mmuhpmianarmmrjarbknrymd

“religious persecution”. The innate violence in
d'lerl'mmnfnemrllhammhnm Party Chief

such as Yogi h and Himanta
Biswa Sarma against minorities has heightened
the anxiety fek by the marginalised, poor, some:
times w ted, communities. Govern-
ments must uphold human rights and dignity of
the individual, as provided for under the United
Nations Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
and not have to be nudged by courts.

« @

narrative construct. There are no treaties that
charters can be mobilised to push the others to
join a war if a partner country is attacked. The
underpinnings of these partnerships nonetheless
yldeeps qﬂ]lmguvermummund

the world operates woday, They want
de-dollarisation, alternatives to western
payments, such as SWIFT, and a
strengthening of organtsations such as BRICS and

Kabir Taneja
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The narrative of
the world being
divided into
power blocs like
those during the
Cold War era
has been
puncrured

the Sh i Cooperati isation (SCO) as
well as fund | anti-West But
there is no military treaty to anchor all these,

which marks a critical gap in taking on western
influence which is pinned using both treaties and

ings.

Russia and China, nonetheless, have made

statements in favour of Iran as a way of suj

has criticised those backing I
actions, including the ambiguity of positi
taken by the International Atomic Enengy Agency
and amempts to manipulate international
nonvproliferation regimes. Russia's President
Viadimir Putin in a telephone call offered
mediation, which was sidelined by United States
President Donald Trump. The noticeable part
was this: it was not that Mr. Putin wanted 1o
mediate, but political and diplomatic support
may be the only thing Russia may be able 1o offer
Iran at this stage.

Tehran has comprehensive strategic
partnerships that it signed with Mr. Putin (2025)
and China's President Xi Jinping (2021), which are
almost exclusively economic in nature. While
aligning with Iran as part of an axis in the long
term makes sense if one considers the country’s
mlmmmmmﬁw:hm

Tehran. Previously, vmhuhuunll!mll
Syria, iding some air power
have been possible, at least theoretically.
However, with the fall of the Assad regime,
hunmbeenr!phudbyfmnurnlv@udn
Ahmed Al Sharaa - ironically, he is prioritis
relations with the West pushed by Arab par
= Moscow has lost the only military footing
in West Asia.

(China too has come out in support of Ira
While its Foreign Minister Wang Yi in a call
his Israeli counterpart highlighted how Isra
strikes were violating international law, a re
after a call between Mr, Xi and Mr, Putin
interestingly demanded that the U.S. (witho
referencing it directly) orchestrate a
de-escalation. While both Russia and China
worried about the wider implications of thi
conflict, it benefits their strategic postures |
many ways. With the U.S. now having joine
lsrael in attacking Iran, a decision Mr. Trum
ook while keeping even his closest adviser:
the dark, it would bog the White House doy
once again in West Asia, potentially relocati
critical military assets away from the Indo-J
and from Ukraine. This would free-up spac
both Betjing and Moscow's immediane

d due logy-led roadblocks aided
by international sanctions), the fact is that neither
Russia nor China have the intent or the
bandwidih to come to Tehran's ald in a military
sense even though the suitability of the current
political system under Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Ali Khamenei is critical to their own individual
interests,

‘Where Russia stands

For Moscow, its war against Ukraine has tied
down most of its political and military
capabilities, The other opaque member of the
weis, North Korea, is already providing soldiers to
Russia to arrest its depleting military . This
denies it any capabilities to tactically help

hies of interest while also potentiall
sowing self-inflicted discord within the Trus
administration. For now, a brittle U.S.-back
ceasefire is holding Tehran and Tel Aviv at b

The outlook
For Iran, the news on any of the axes front |
good. While Russia and China may priorits
own positions, the proverbial ‘Axis of Resist
made up of Hezbollah, Hamas, and the Hou
among others is down for the count as Iran
line of defence and offence in the region. Fi
the future of Iran, irrespective of what kind
itical reality prevails, even in a moderate
system, may be shaped by the point that on
nuclear power can hereon guarantee sover

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Feeble veices across Indian democracy as | bureaucracy. Yet, there
The whole world has been Emergency was declared by | shone bright lights such as
left feeling helpless, unable | then Prime Minister Indira Justice VR, Krishna lyer,
to put an end to the (Gandhi — a response to the | whaose jurisprudence
theatrics of the Allahabad High Court preserved constitutional
superpowers that are verdict by Justice sanity, While the present
g strife. i Sinha thatset | political dlass debates and
and mgﬁlnmm are ﬂl! dominoes in motion. His | appropriates this legacy, it
evident in the rhetoric of unflinching verdict, is imperative that we treat
some world leaders. There imvalidating Mrs Gandhi’s June 25 a5 a civic reminder:
seems to be no room at all election, was a rare demaocracy is never a
for values, grace, moment of judicial spine. finished product. It must be
magnanimity, hntnm, Raj Marain, the maverick guarded each day.
amity, i may have lost Gopalaswamy J.,
and morality. Sane voices the pul Im he won a Chennai
should unite to stop nation's conscience. The
war-hungry powers. Emergency that followed, Shrinking place for English
Bri| Bhushan Goysl, with the press muzzled, civil | | am on the same page with
Ludhiana, Punjsh liberties curtailed, and the Kerala Chief Minister
dissent locked behind bars, | and his comment about this
kneck, lessons was also shaped by the great Indian nation with
The midnight of June 25, quiet enablers such as RLK. parliamentary democracy
1475, etched a dark shadow | Dhawan and a compliant and diversity ["CM takes a
a o |

dig at Amit Shah for missed call. The caller, who | government health
language \ June l

25). Does Home Minister lﬁ1alat Jacob Cherian,

Shah not understand the Pr.aalan Mantri Jan Arogya Thituvanarthaputam
wvast diversity of citizens Yojana, was speaking too

whao speak different fast, in a low voice and in ‘Epachal triumph’
languages including English | Hindi, making it difficult for | June 25, 1983 is etche
and follow different me to comprehend the memary of every
customs and beliefs? His anything. | requested her to | cricket fan {'Sport’ pa
comment that talk to me, preferably in Jung 25). It was an
English-speaking citizens English. After a pause and extraordinary win tha
will feel “ashamed" soon is silence, the line was changed Indian cricke
inappropriate. This disconnected. No courtesy When one talks about
“mindset’ seems to have was shown to my request historic win, it connec
crept into the wetfare nor anything conveyed with the unforgettabl
schemes of the Government | about the scheme. It left me | image of 2 beaming K
of India. As a senior citizen, | | disturbed. Has English been | Dev holding aloft the
personally experienced this banned in the national from the balcony of L
when | received a call from discourse in the R. Slvakumar,

the number +911205138033 | Government of India's Chennai

purportedly in response to
my dialling a toll free
number 1800110770, as a

schemes? Will citizens who
speak English be made to
forgo or be deprived of

Letters emailed to
lettersfthehindu.co.in
must carry the postal ad
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Opinion
Enabling voting rights for migrant. Trouble from within
The Congress’s own legislators are now alleging corruption in Karnataka

ihar, a State with one of day would ensure that these implemented by the ECI for

the largest workers are able to travel to vote members of the armed forces. An

out-migration = without boss of wages, Special bus extension of this model could help Karnataka is “number one in

populations in India, is ‘H services could also be scheduled many migrants, Here, too, the ECI cormuption”. Revenue Minis-
going to the polls liter thi = on the eve of and on polling day. would require migrants to register ter Krishna Byre Gowda had
This time, again a sign with the body well in advance, so Magesh Prabliu candidly acknowledged help-
proportion of the State’s Different mechanisms the postal ballots can be issued. magesh pirehe hindu co.in Karataka lessness in curbing corruption
population will be unable to Krishna Inter-State migrants working inthe | Operationally, this appears to be at the lower levels in his
exercise their franchise, Urlan Fellew at the informal sector are a large, the easier form of remote voting to uring its campaign for department,

In the 2024 Lok Sabha Wndian Institute for growing and vulnerable implement. However, the ECI l) the 2023 Assembly Raids by officials of the Kar-
elections, voter turnout in Bihar Hurman Settlements, population and need a different would have to organise elections in Karnata- nataka Lokayukta across the
was 56%, significantly lower than Bangalore set of voting mechanisms, Three registration, issue ballot papers, ka, the Congress focused on State have added heft to the
the national average of 66%, Since passibilities can be explored for and despatch these ballots to the alleged corruption of the corruption charges. Recently,
more than half the households in this section. The first is an option counting centres after voting — all previous Bharatiya Janata Par- Home Minister G, Paramesh-
Bihar are exposed to migration in designed to cater to the large major administrative efforts. ty (BJF) government and on | ter Siddaramaish appear o | wara and former MP DK, Su-

some form, a likely factor to have
significantly influenced low voter
turmout was the large migrant
population, which was unable w
return home to vode,

Patterns of migration

In 2021, the overall migration rate
in India was 28,9%. A significant
partion of migration in India is for
marriage, especially among
women, Around 10%, however,
migrate for work. This number is
significantly higher in certain
northern and eastern States such
as Bihar, With an everincreasing
number of migrants travelling
from poorer to richer areas in
search of employment, the
number of those effectively
disenfranchised will only increase,
unless mechanisms are put in
place o facilitate voting by
migrants, In an attempt to solve
the issue, public discussions have
been held. The Election
Commission of India (ECI) put
forth a conerete proposal in 2024,
But no single mechanism for
voting for migrants has been
implemented.

Different kinds of policies and
mechanisms are needed to enable
voting for different kinds of
migrants (intra and inter-State
migrants), Intra-State migrants
(around 85% of migrants) working
in the informal sector could be
encouraged to travel relatively
shorter distances to vote in their
ariginal place of residence.,
However, they would need a
measure of support from the
government, Stricter enforcement
of the statutory haliday on palling

An approach
that combines
several options
will enable a
slgnificant share
of inter- and
intra-State
migrants to
exercise their
right 1o vore

population of migrants in irvegular

The last option — switching

and bow-paying jobs, such as in the | voting constituencies - is suitable
construction sector. Workers in for the bonger term for more
these jobs may not have permanent migrants who can

permanent residences with
address proafs, In 2023, the ECI
showecased a pilot project of
remiote electronic voting machines
(RVMs), Each of these was an EVM
modified to cater to up to 72
constituencies, Political parties
objected to this project. They said
there was ambiguity over its
functioning. They also cited issues

prove their residence in a
constitwency for at least six
months. The argument here is that
longer-term migrants of an area
would likely be more concerned
about the politics and policies of
their current place of residence.
The ECI should also take extra
effort to enrol longerterm
migrants of the informal sector in

such as problems in identification | their current place of residence.
of migrants and the Code of This will empower them to
Conduct being in place in the PrESSUTE BOVETTITENES 0
constituency where the migrant implement maore migrant-friendly
‘was residing. The project also FDJN:IEE While thls move may face
appeared o be administratively ion from
ditficult to implement at scale: lomger-term Tesidents of the area,
‘when a large State with a large it would empower one of the most
out-migration ion goes to ble sections of the

the polls, migrants from the State | population.

‘who currently reside across the Separately, as a significant
country would be required to number of migrant populations
notify the ECI months in advance across the country are women

50 that the ECI can make the
TECESSATY ATTANPEIMEnts on
paolling day. If the ECI finds that in

who migrate after marriage, voting
drives could also be carried out 1o
enrol these women on the voter

a given city, there are migrants lists of their new place of

from all 243 constituencies of residence.

Bihar, it would need to set up at

least four RVMs across the city, Amixed approach

The administrative difficulties Each of these options has its
would only be compounded advantages and disadvantages,
during the Lok Sabha elections, As bling voting i isa
complex and challenging as the complex task and is macle more
RVM proposal seems, it was the complex by the heterogeneity of

first major attempt by the ECL i

migrants. Therefore, an approach

fucilitate voting for migrants, With | that uses all these options will
more consultation and finestuning, | enable a significant share of both
this system could benefit many. inter- and intra-State salaried and

Another option is postal ballots, | casual migrants to exercise their
This system is already being right to vote.

claims that contractors had w
shell out a *40% commission”
for all government works, This
catapulted the party to power,

Two years later, ironically,
the Siddaramaiah-led Con-
gress regime is facing the
same stigma of corruption,
The party is struggling to fend
off charges not from contrac-
tors but its own party begisla-
tors, much to the glee of the
two Opposition parties — the
BJP and Janata Dal (Secular),

An audio clip, dlll.ﬁﬂd]}' fiea-
turing 4 conversation between
BE.R. Patil, a senior Congress
MLA and State Planning Com-
mission Deputy Chairman,
and Sarfaraz Khan, a close as-
sociate of the Housing Minis-
ter, B.Z. Zameer Ahmed Khan,
has put the Congress govern-
ment on the back foot.

Inthe clip, Mr, Patil is heard
alleging that houses were al-
lotted under the Rajiv Gandhi
Housing Corporation Ltd. in
exchange for bribes, which
had embarrassed the Chief Mi-
nister. Mr. Siddaramaiah is

himself facing allegations of

carruption in connection with
the illegal allotment of 14 sites
(now surrendered) by the My-
sore Urban  Development
Authority to his wife Parvathi,
The Congress had to earlier
dheal with a scam in the Karna-
taka Maharshi Valmiki Sche-
duled Tribes Development
Corporation, which led to the
resignation of Minister B
Magendra,

As lovalists of Chief Minis-

have taken a break from dissi-
dent activities, which inchud-
ed the demand that Deputy
Chief Minister DK, Shivaku-
mar be removed from the mul-
tiple posts he holds, it seems
tor be the turn of senior party
legislators to voice discontent
over the alleged corruption
and admmﬁlrati\hf: inaction,
Even hefore the Opposition
could intensify its call for the
resignation of Mr. Zameer

the Chief Minister's key loyal-
ists, Comgress MLAs Raju Kage
and Belur Gopalkrishna ex-
pressed outrage over the al-
leged corruption in the allot-
ment of houses w eligible
beneficiaries, and sought the
Minister's resignation. Mr.
Kage said that the State admi-
nistration had collapsed.

The alleged housing scam
has provided more fodder 1w
the BIP and JD(S). The Leader
of the Opposition in the Legis-
lative Assembly, R. Ashok, ac-
cused the government of col-
lecting ¥25 crore from each
Minister for meeting the par-
ty's expenses in the upcoming
elections in Bihar, JINS) leader
and Undon Minister H.I), Kum-
araswamy claimed that whe-
never a legislator wishes toim-
plement a scheme in their
constituency, they have
make a “payment”.

Similar complaints  had
emerged  earlier.  Yelburga
MLA and the Chief Minister's
Economic Adviser, Basavaraj
Rayareddy, had claimed that

Ahmed Khan, who is one of

resh, who is Mr, Shivakumar's
brother, came under the scan-
ner of the Enforcement Direc-
torate (ED). While ED sleuths
raided institutions linked
Mr. Parameshwara in connec-
tivn with actor Ranya Rao's
gold smuggling case, they
questioned Mr. Suresh in a
money  laundering  case
against city-based business-
woman Aishwarya Gowda,

Unlike his first term (2013-
18), Mr. Siddaramaiah has ap-
parently been denied a free
hand to take decisions, Sever-
al factors are affecting the
quality of governance and
feeding the alleged corruption
~ the inept handling of admi-
nistrative duties owing to fac-
tionalism within the party, the
existence of multiple centres
of power (Chief Minister, De-
puty Chief Minister, and the
party high command), and
the compulsions of imple-
menting the Congress's five
BuArantees,

Already under fire from the
Opposition for “halting” deve-
lopmental work, the govern-
ment is now facing growing
criticism from its ranks for de-
nying funds. Public cynicism
that corruption has become
“normal” in State politics, ir-
respective of the party in pow-
er, is also growing, If deep-
rooted corruption goes un-
checked, it will retard the
growth of the State and cause
mare suffering among socially
and economically disadvan-
taged communities,

State- and sex-wise liver disease data hint at underlying factors

The stark difference in liver disease

DATA FOINT

Vignesh Radhakrishnan

eaths due to liver diseases
n have been rising steadily

in Inmdiz. While this trend
has been evident for some time,
three patterns — across sex, age,
and States - may offer some clues
as to why. Diseases of the digestive
system, with liver diseases ac-
counting for a substantial share,
was the eighth leading cause of
death in 2022, It had not ranked
among the leading causes of death
in any of the previouws five years,

Chart 1 shows the sex-wise
number of certified deaths due to
‘diseases of digestive system’ bet-
ween 2012 and 2022, {It is impor-
tant fo note that the Medical Certif-
icate of Cause of Death uses the
term ‘sex’.) The number of men
dying from digestive diseases was
consistently more than three times
higher than that of women, In fact,
the number of male deaths rose
maore sharply. In 2022, the number
of men who died from the disease
was 3.5 times that of women - the
highest ratio since 2016,

A large proportion of deaths
from digestive diseases are due to
liver-related problems. Chart 2
shows liver disease's share among
all digestive diseases. In 2022, 75%
of men who died of d.igeeitiw dis-
eases had liver disease, compared
to 57.5% of women, Other causes,
which make up only a small share,
include pancreatic disorders, peri-
tonitis, and lce

The chart also highlights a clear
sex gap. Among women who died
from digestive diseases, the pro-
portion attributed to liver pro-
blems ranged from 52% to 57% bet-
ween 2012 and 2022, In contrast,
for men, liver
fior @ much higl
tive disease deaths, consistently
ranging from 70% to 75%.

Chart 3 shows the same infor-
mation as in Chart 1, but only for
deaths due to ‘liver diseases'. A
stark sex gap is seen here as well,
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prevalence between the sexes and in the north-east re

Lires examination

FROM THE ARCHIVES
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Chart 4 shows the age-wise dis-
tribution of deaths due to digestive
diseases across sexes in 2022
Among women, the burden of dig-
estive disease deaths increased sig-
nificantly with age: over 30% of fe-
male deaths oecurred in the 65+
age group, suggesting that age-re-
lated liver complications could be
a key factor. In contrast, among
men, the highest share of deaths
oreurred in the 45-54 age group,
fsllowed closely by those aged 35
44. This indicates that men were
dying from digestive diseases pre-
dominantly in their middle age.

Map 5 shows the proportion of
dieaths caused by digestive diseas-
es out of all medically certified
deaths within each State in 2022,
For instance, in Sikkim, nearly
20% of certified deaths were due
to digestive diseases, the highest
among all the States, Notably, the
north-eastern States stand out: in
five of them, aver 10% of certified
deaths were attributed to digestive
diseases. No other State recorded
a double-digit share,

Research shows that alcohol
consumption is strongly linked to
a higher risk of liver disease. In In-
dia, only about 1% of women con-
sume alcobol, compared to 19% of
men, Read together with data from
Charts 3 and 4, it may be worth in-
vestigating whether alecohol use
among middle-aged men is coneri-
buting to the higher number of liv-
errelated deaths.

Studies have also shown that ex-
cessive meat consumpiion is asso-
ciated with a higher risk of liver
disease. Data from the National Fa-
mily Health Survey shows that the
combined prevalence of meat con-
sumption and alcohol use is high-
est in the north-east. This overlap
could explain the elevated burden
of liver disease in the region,

Given the patterns observed, it
is important to further investigate
the links between meat and alco-
hol consumption and liver disease.
The data presented here shows
cm’mlatlun rmt causation. More

1o establish any

direct relationships,

Liver disease burden: an analysis

The data for the charts were sourced fram the annual Medical Certlficatian of Causa of Death (MCED] reports produsced by the
Office of the Registrar General & Census Commissoner, | ndia (ORGH

Chart 1: The sex-wise number of certified deaths due to
diseases of digestive system between 2002 and 2022
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Chart 4: The age-wise distribution of deaths due to
dligestive diseases across sexes in 2022
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Chart 3 The sex-wise number of certified deaths due to
Tiver diseases between 2012 and 2022
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Map 5: The share of deaths
caused by digostive diseases out
of all medically certified deaths
within each State in 2022
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FIFTY YEARS AGD JUMNE 26, 1975

Israel faces UN suspension

United Nations, June 25 Arab delegates have
i that lsrael would risk suspension from the
United Mations in next fall's General Assembly if
it refused to withdraw from occupied Arab
territories and recognise Palestinian rights as
LN, resolutions demand,

U5, diplomats have called for the United
States to warn that it will withhold its UN, dues
if Tsrael is suspended and withdraw from the
United Mations if lsrael is expelled.

Arabs at 3 luncheon given by the Arab League
UM Observer, Ambassadur Amm Hilmy 11 of

Egypt, ed
pmspactl. of & non- allglmd ‘move against lsrael,

Algerian Ambassador Abdel Lagif Babal,
chairman of the LN, non-aligned group, said his
grosup had nest yet come to a decision.
{According to UP] a decision on such a move
wiosbd not be made before an August meeting of
the Foreign Ministers of the non-aligned
countries in Peru. A meeting of the non-aligned
proup's steering committee in Havana earlier
this year decided to refer the issue to the Lima,
Peru meeting).

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO JUNE 26, 1925
Disease incidence in India

Al the Congress of the Boyal Sanitary Institute
held at Brighton, London, Sir Leonard Rogers
gave a paper on disease incidence and climate in
India, which drew deductions from Indian data
of great importance in connection with the
serious increase in the percentage of
unvaccinated children in Great Britain,

Sir Leonard Rogers said, as reported by “The
Englishman" correspondent, that the well
marked dry cold, dry hot and hot moist, rainy
sensons in India, and the great variations in the
raintall in different areas, vogether with the
carefully recorded vital statistics for several
decades, f 1an ideal field for studyi
the influence of climatic conditions on disease
incidence. He had shown in previous

ications a very close relationship between
E:,h rainfall and high leprosy incidence, and
wvice versa, all over India, and also between
humid monsoon winds and high orthosis rates
which he illustrated by maps. He also
demonstrated in a similar manner the closest

lationship berween low mini

temperatures, low humidity, and great diurmal
variations of temperature during the cold season
in the North,
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Being on the right track

Budget funding of Indian Railways infra has to be
optimised; more profit centres need to emerge

HE INDIAN RAILWAYS is reportedly planning a modest hike in
passengerfares, eyeingan additional annual revenue of around
1,500 crove, The first explicit fare increase since 2020 would
stillexclude ordinary second-class journey up to 500 km, aswell
as suburban and season tickets, That is hardly a step one could object to,
giventhattl I I My runa revenue deficit foryearsonend,
Low-income travellers will be unaffected by the judicious tariff adjust-
ment. Railway r Iy lagged th hrateof nom-
inal gross domestic pmduct [(_rIJP} bya wide margln Tabe sure, the rev-
enue from the heavily-sut persegment grew bya little over
1009 between FY 14 and FY25, and freight receipts, a trifle above 90%,
although nominal GDP expam:l.e:l by 194% during the period. Railway
passengervolumes grewan abysmal 27%in the period, and freight load-
ing an unimpressive 40%, This indicates loss of freight traffic volumes,
including container cargo, to roads and ports,
In fact,a massive budgetary capital infusion — 13 lakhcrore in the last
decade — is what haskept the rd]ways aperallcms@:lng,and pmvemed its
infrastructure from crumbling, Tt putafs

have

Opinion

MDIA STANDS ON the cusp of a
transformative  opportunity.
Recent reports indicate that the
Prime Minister's Office (PMO) is
actively strategising to nurture
home-grown accounting and consulting
firms capableof rivaling global giants This
ambition, deeply aligned with Atmanirh-
har Bharat, recognises the untapped
potential of Indian professional services

A B

@ ECONOMIC BUILDING BLOCKS

Union commerce & industry minister Piyush Goyal

History reminds us that great economies are

A

© BID FOR EXCELLENCE
VISION TO CREATE CONSULTING POWERHOUSES MUST BE BACKED BY SUPPORTIVE INSTITUTIONAL FRAMEWORKS

India’s Big Four bet

DINESH KANABAR

EED, Bhruva Advisors LLP

tonot anly compete but lead on theworld
stage. The aspiration articulated by the
Prime Minister and flnance minlster to
birth Indian firms of global stature isboth.
timely and essential,

To grasp the scale of the vision, we

fresh barrowings to prevent the rallwaya. debt from rising to unmanage-
able levels, However, the ate of annual increase in budget outlay has lately
slowed. Apick-upin public-private-partnershipin certainareas of non-core
operations, and a likely jump in non-fare revenues, including land lease
rentals (monetisation), are what the railways is pinning its hope on.

Also, aggressive plans have been drawn up to ramp up premium pas-
sengerservices, where profitable tariffs are viable, Externally funded ded-
icated freight corridors, which can transport double-stack containers,
and carry goods at a speed four times the traditional network, have
become functional of late, and are expected to make operational profits
straightaway, Early signs of this is visible — Maruti Suzuki, for example,
is planning toincrease the dispatches via the railways to 35%by FY31,up
from 24% in FY25, To the government's credit, even amid the financial
constraints, it managed to raise the stock of electrified track from 44%bin
2013-14 to 95% in 2024-25, The railways has been the first mover on
use of non-fossil energy for transport, while also expanding its fleet of
passenger carriages and wagons at a reasonable . However, the tar-
get for the railways to acquire a 35% share in the logistics pie in six years
appears daunting,. Though the railways carries goods at roughly half the
cost of roads, the absence of last-mile connectivity is a problem,

The immaediate reason for the latest tariff changes is the likelihood of
the 92,800 crore passenger receipts target for 2025-26 being missed
by alarge margin, Cross-subsidisation of passengers by freight is uncom-
pelltlve and can't be sustained beyond a point. As such, air-conditioned
carriers account forless thana fifth of p | but contribut
nearly half of the receipts. Steep hikesin high -end and luxury train fares
may not be easy either, It is unexceptionable for the government to
expend an affordable sum to run, expand, and upgrade the rail infra-
structure, which is a public good, The right strategy would be to create
multiple profit centres and focus more on market development, while
pursuing selective privatisation and optimum use of taxpayer monies,
The point is where the lines are drawn and limits imposed.

Victoria's Secret needs a
different kind of Angel

AMOMNG THE DEMAMDS of Barington Capital Group, cne of two activist investors
seeking to shake up Victoria's Secret& Co, Is that the company bring back the
“angels"—thegl I nous with America's biggest
underwear retailer.

Butwhat Victoria's Secret really needs is a different kind nfarmﬂ abaryer, [deal?;
one that can offer a decent bid premium to long-suffering shareholders and enabl
the company to do the hard work needed to adapt to.a new lingerie landscape, away
from the glare of quarterly earnings. The agitators and the retailer should stop trad-
Ing barbs, and instead work together to del iver value to all investors,

st flrst unc d the ri the"Bj
Four” — Deloitte, PwC, EY, and I(]"MG
Theirglobal domi

Inthe post-Warld War Il era, as Ameri-

n calm waters. Great economies

are relics in a digital economy, Visibilicy
Is notvanity — it"sa comerstone of cred-
ibility, The ICAI should allow firms to
compete globally while safeguarding
professional integrity.

The government's pivotal role

mmlﬂ'scnnunlmmmthuvlslon
isa powerful catalyst, but ambith

| Ism‘tudmﬁer]ndlan firms Bold scall lobal deliverycentres, | beback frameworks, In

hould gogl tytheycan Jisltions, and di ! the 1990s, special economic zones, Iax

seize this renewed opportunity. pools fuelled their incentives, benafit d
Mwmnughthuugm laad- Indla's IT sectoe to global pmnun.mce.rl

A case study in potential ership, global partnerships, and presence | similar push is needed for consulting

Consideran Indian taxand regulatory
advisory firm that launched just overa
decade ago. From its base in India, it
expanded to the UAE, Si and

at forums like Davos, they built reputa-
tions that resonated with glabal CXOs,

These Lm:lples are d.irecr.'ly applica-
ble to India's profe

firmes today A" Global Indian Firm“initia-
thvie could Include;
ﬂnnmfal’ and logistical support;

Saudl Arabla, now serving some of the
Indi dglal I

‘What Indian firms must do

grants for overseas expan-
slon, Including market entry and infra-
structure development costs,

can and European multinationals P di wat Indlan T replicate this success, Indian Preferential access: Priceorqualifi-
expanded across borders, their auditors firms can scale by focusing on niche " ing act | cation preferences In government pro-
followed, egla‘hllghlng ‘international expertise, unwavering client trust,and | decisively on three fronts, jects, where global firms have long held
offices to meet client d ds. What B watbonal out- Embrace, stan- sway, tonurture domestic players.
began as audit-focused flrms evolved  reach, If Indian profession- 1fwe act with dards: Trust ks the currency e ryelavigy: Simplified path
into multi-disciplinary powerhouses. als lead global institutions of professional services. | waysforcross-borderoperations, includ-
Trust in their audit opinions became a — think Satya Nadella at urgency, India can  Firma must invest heavily ing streamlined rules on forelgn affilia-
springboard for diversified services — Microsoft, Sundar Pichal at transition from In cutting-edge technalo- tions and easier mobility for Indian
ind dighal Hansformation. In Inda. | the Bighour —thennian D0ing amarkatplace B LR e aeady posseses th marke
mday,asud.itsacmm forlessthan 20% | flrme: can undoubtedly T global consulting i 1y ana]}:flu, size, talent pwlyal::i credibility to birth
of their revenue, with the bulk flowing ~ build world-class organisa- firms to their environmental, social, and sl.ohal cnngultmg glants. An enabling
from advisory, government projects,and tions on their home soll, birthplace i fi ks — ¥ pleceof the puzzle,
technodogy consulting. These firms did- Th]s success story s a and rigorous training to
't just ensure compliance; they became what's possi- match globalbenchmarks, | Selzing a historic moment
strategic architects of business growth, blewith the right vision and execution, Adopting internati B F Indi d: ds Theali
ticeswill f 1 litsili ment of g resolve, regul
Amissed opportunity, Lessons from India’s IT triumph Seale strategically: Indla's profes- reform,andenterprise-level ambition cre-
a new horizon Inclia's IT sector offers a proven blue- | sional services s i PP ity [fwe act
India faced a critical juncture two print. Firms like TCS, Infosys, and Wipeo with many flrms Ilmlwdhymull -scale with urgency, India can transition from
decad, o.As Indi mation tech- n as cost-effective service providers | mindsets governancechallenges,orreluc- | beingamarketplace forglobal consulting

nalogy :]ﬁ and pharmaceutical compa-
nies like Infosys and Dr, Reddy's went

but transformed into global consulting
Imad.erg Taday,cnmu]tlng and systems
A0

plobal, they sought | I
bility toacoess capital markets Naturally,
theytumed to the Big Four foraudits and
certifications, often

firms even for domestic work. This cre-
ated a paradox: Indian businesses pow-
ered global markets, yet Indian profes-
sional services remained local. The

| credi- of TCS's rev-
enu.e a featadll.evedthmup relentless
lities, P and
idelining Indian  scale.Thel rested on three il
Uncompromising qllnl’l‘ly They
benchmarked against glol

often surpassing them, earning trust
from Fortune 500 clients,

tance to share leadership, Scale is not
optlrma] —1( brings depth, d.wersl‘ry,am!

flrms to theirbirthplace, The next Big Four
«canand should bear Indian nAMmEs,

and mategu: I.nwestmmlﬁ are critical to

Thisisnot just about. bi
tion; |t'sabaulg]r.|tnl influence. [n.dlan
ﬂrms h inter ds,

bullding firms with global staying
Enhance visibility: The Institute of
Charterad Accountants of India (ICAT),
which isa guardian of ethics, must mod-
ernise outdated restrictions. Bans on
advertising or even prominent signage

drive innovation, and showcase India‘s
Intellectual prowess, With the right poli-
cles, investments, and mindset, India can
redefine the global professional services
landscape. Let us not miss this moment,

Could the rupee test 88 again?

Aweaker rupee is certainly a possibility. The caveat

JAMAL MECKLAI

CED, Mecklai Financial
www.meckia.com

is that if the rupee climbs above the neck-line
(viz. 85.79) the §-H-S target is aborted

INMATHEMATICS, A Fibonaccl sequence
Is where each number is the sum of the
two numbers that precede it. Starting
from 0 and 1, the sequence begins 0,1,1,
2,3,5,8,13,21, 34,5589, 144...

The Fibonacel numbers were first

[Mcmﬂx‘sSeae(puls |tse|fupﬂnrzale by el 1d facilitate a peivate
'Both Bark Capital,whichh 1 and BERC Intar-
natl.m\a] Pn.- whld\ has acqu]red a 12 9% stake are urging Victoria's Sm:nt e make

wceofl They
fouryearsage,the stock

hmapahal.hmememu,. ry tof LBrands |
haslost more than halfof its value,

Foryears, Victorla's Secret bed the underwear market. But amid the #MeToo era,
the company looked Increasingly male-dominated and out of touch. The scandal
sparked by the association of former L Erands"Chairman and Chief Executive Officer
Leslie Wexner with the disgraced late financier |effrey Epstein only hurt the brand
further.Asit prepamdig lifeasa se!nrate'lyllsted cnmpany,\']cmrla ) Semt mplamd

pllshments and g oplmcms But the Vs Collective, as it wai
known, falled tourbo-ch les andwas qui d.

Last fall undernnwEEOHlllarySupu the company staged
an uydated version of its fashion show, an annual marh!thag

described in India as early as 200 BC in

Fingala'swork on enumerating possible

patternsof Sanskrit poetry formed from

syllables of two lengths, They are named

after the Itallan mathematician

].mard.o Bonacc of Pisa, also known as
whal

to the western world. They appr.\af w
reflect the natural world as the numbers
describe observations of the branching
in trees, the arrangemmmflea\lu ona
stem, th
rings of a sunflower, the spiral shape of
wwu,em(wl&mim;ﬁus

Since these are recurring patterns in
nature and since markets are, in many
senses, a reflection of nature, the science

dashian's Skims and Rihanna's Savage X Fenty, which Super
previouslyled,
There are some encaumglng glslu Fnrwmple Victoria's

Secreth i PO Uy Sabrina
#loomierg Carpenter, Amid a return to offi d the job
market, Iclothingthat ructured under-

garments is making a comeback, And the retaller remains the biggest underwear
retaller not just in the US but also globally, notes Mary Ross Gilbert, an analyst at
m‘mmm;e Intelligence, The core brand — as well as sistes line Pink — 'both have huge

| 'er:e Irwas i of technical analysis has evolved and uses
ﬂg‘lndl:mlumlhn‘ i findi f don Fiban,
et rivals, such as Kim Kar- totry and forecast markets. | have looked

cursorily at the discipline, and am very,
very,verymuchan amateur, but | certainly
find it curious since it reflects nvy belief
that everything everywhere is connected
and, indeed, one.
With my limited knowledge, the only
ttern | think | can understand is the
ad-and-shoulders (and its reversa),

-83.0

Rupee vs dollar since January 2025

53,80, this completed the §-H-§ pattem,
with a target of 87,78 (85.79+1,99
[85.'}9-33!31] X

On June LB, weweraat 86,50, ihly
onthewaytothe (approxmately) 88 tar-
get. | note that there are several events in
the nearfuture that could create possible
market trauma to drive the rupee lower
— the passing of Donald Teump's Big
Beautiful Bill expected by July 4, the next
tariffdeadlineof July 9,and, of course, the
lsrael-lran war, which could result in the
Straitof Hormuz belng mined and closed
tosl\ipplngatanytiml-_L“Jmﬂy,awnam

that mecaveat Isthatifthe rupee dimbs

piece difficult to read )

On February 10, the rupee fell to
£7.90 from 86.30 (on January 24),
before rebounding to 86,50 two days
later (February 12), forming what is
called a neck-line at 86.40 (halfway
between 86,30 and 86,50), After that, It
moved around between 86.50 and
&7.50 forovera month, before it climbed
abeve the neck-line an March 20, This
completed a (reverse) head-and-shoul-
ders with a target of 84.90 {neck-line at
B6.40 minus 1.50 [reverse head at 87,90
minus neck-ling of 86,40]), with a pat-
tern failure if the rupee fell back below
the neck-line (86.40). In fact, the rupee

which logks exactly like the T3

strengthened Plyto B4.96 fonApril

ludingwith Gen-Z hil ¥ year, gests. I noticed that the movementsofthe 4}, more or less reaching the target and

suchas Gaplne, are plurm“n s ride awarve of giatoimp rupee this year appear to be creatinga  completing the pattern,
Butmaki ial — the company should go furth Inupdal serles of these 5-H-5 patterns. (Apologles Therupeethenfel] to86.69 on April
Ilqmlnugeand stores, alu!ﬂmlerclusmdesudthﬂarpmter kgnificant forall the numbs, 1 ip again to 85, 14 fon

Investment. With President DnnaIdT’rump'staﬂffs,whlchwlllomtthecnmpan}' §50
million thisyear,and p u ittingtoanoverhaul
spells short-term finandial pain, Victoria's Secret has introduced a so-called share-
holder rl,ghts plan,a poison pill designed to stop an mwsmr bullding a mmmIJhag
stake wi payingay letdm..m
anoffer.Norls toobig abarye rmemmpan}?snur
ketvalue hag ghrunktn a'bout 51.5 billion, The 30% pmnuum that s the standard in
1

f:rh: LL 7 s equnyatamitiafgfnmﬂut%lvu:gx
1l h k,a 50 al expecte nel
Tucking I il f 0 i I‘.UM)dm'ﬂ andth

valuewould stillbe under$ 3bill
Putting yourself up for salbe can be seen as asign of weakness, But some pm'ale
equitybuyers won't "3 dooeand

ot oot of peac

THE EDITOR

Clean energy challenge

Apropos of "Supporting India's green
energy goals" (FE, June 25), India's
mission to achieve 500 gigawatt
capacity of renewable energy (RE)
faces a significant challenge due

m the enpuy of the Inter-State

adealto goprivate,whichy lueina takeover

premium, looks like the best outcome, Its time fm’\ﬂcturla % Secret to pivet from sell-
ing lingerie to selling a lingerie company.

charges' waiver
to RE projects. Withowt the charges
waiver, the tariffs may surge and affect
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India's decarbonisation mission. It
seems that the cost of extending the
walver is very minimal, running to

& paise per unit of clean energy
generated, and the government can
extend the waiver of charges. The
extension will serve as a stimulating
factor in chean energy generation. A&
timeky move in extending the waiver
will fuel Indlia's RE mission.

= MR Magarajan, Sivakasi

April 22),serting upanother neck-lineat
#5.00 (halfway between the previous
peak 84.96 and 85,14), It then stayed
below the ned( lime, but i in about aweek

k-line —viz 85,79 — the §-
H-5 target ks abortad,
Clearly, technical analysis is a tool for

traders and not for risk management,
However, these are pointerswe can get. For
instance, exporters with oper. pmltlms

it strength i
April zqﬁ,cumpletlns another reverse
head and shoulders, this time with a tar-
petof 83,49 (neck-line 85.09- 1,60 [pre-
vious bottom B6.69-85,09]). And, sure
enough, in a coupleof days (by May 2),the
rupeeshothigherto 8 3,80 — close tothe
target but no cigar.

It then fell over the next few weeks,
reaching a low of 85,93 on May 23,1
noticed that together with its previous
low(of 85.65 on April 24),it hagfmmed
a neck-line at 85,79 {halfway between
#5.65 and 85.93). The rupee bounced
higher in a volatile market, and finally
weakened, breaking the neck-line on
June 4; together with the peak (head) of

Connecting India

Apropos of "Status quo 2.0° (FE,

lune 25), like many other schemes
launched with much fanfare, PM-Wani
has nat achieved its gc.als There-lsm

could stayun
at 85.79, a]though belng cnmpletely
hedged s always a bad option and par-

ticulardy foalish in such a volatile market,
Another important point to learn ks that
the market appears to always react very
sharply after a target Is reached — this
means that when you see a huge move,
you should act immediately rather than
walting for further gains,

Agaln the technical sigml aﬁurthm
ag‘u,when the neck-line was broken on
June 4, and the rupee was still (a bit)
stronger than 86. Any unhedged short
term imports — and | pray there were

aoffices, forwhaom it is unaffordable to
pay high costs to telecom providers,
Cheap maobile data plans have further
complicated viability, The Universal
Service Oblgation Fund must be
wsed if the Centre wants to bridge

doubt that the s

small entrepreneurs — was good, but
the execution was poor. High intermet
line costs and low usage have
hindered the success of public data

the digital guif b rural and
wrban India,
—Bal Govind, Moida
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A ceasefire fornow

Row over B-2 bombing of Iranian N-sites

—
Sridhar Krishnaswami

e ceasefireto the 12-day

war bn the Middle East

announeed by US
President Donald Trumpeven
efore lranand Larel were on
board seemsto be holding butina
Tense ervironment,

Afterthe B-2sunleashed 30,000
pounders on Iranian nuclear sites,
it was the turnof the American
Presbdent to drogthe I hombto
ke sure the warring parties sty
with thie truce,

In language that ks now
understood by the whaolewarld, a
visibly brelrated Trump on reports
of coasefire violations said: “We
basically have two countries that
Tave been fighting solongand so
hard that they dont know what
the %k theyare dolng™.

“That “F" bomb seems to have
wiorhoed we Tel Avivand Tehran
soonannounced thar they will
b by the truce as long as thee
ather does not viokate i, an old
standard for warring parties,

LEAKED REPORT
But soon Trurmp and his senlor
ailchies bl o el with a lesboed
classified report of the Defence
Intelligenee Agency (DIA) that
easentlally made the polnt that the
B2 strikoes on nuchear sites hardly
cameanywhere near the
“obliteration” that the President
had spoke aboutand histop
officials ke the Defence Secretary
Pete Hegaeth repeated.

Accordingto CNN, the
American strikes on three nuclear
sites of Iran did not destroy the
core components of Lrn's nuclear
prog i but onky set itback by
months, The reporting wis based
on an Inltlal ssessment of the DIA
anel described by seven people
it had been beiefied, *.. the sarly
findings areat odds with President
Donald Trump's repeated claims
that the strikes ‘completely and
votally oblierated’ Iran's nuclear
enrichment fucilivies”, CNN
reported, twent onto polnt out
one source sying that the
centrifuges are largely “intact™
with another maintalning that the
intelligence assessment was that
theenriehed urankumwas moved
out pricrto the American hits,

The response of the White
Heuse has been alongexpected
fhery lines “This alleged
asensment ks flat out wmn{und.
wins classified as ‘top secret’ but
ks it lealoed 1o CMN by an
anonyimous, low level loser inthe
intelligencecommunity. The

n

alleged
L2}

DONALD TRUMP, Middle East
quagrnine wums

sl inastatement 1o CNN.

And what could rabse further
questions on the efficacy of
Ameriean striles at Fordow,
Matanzand Isfahan ks the
statement of the Chadrman of the
Jalnt Chiefs of Staff Dan Calne
that while damage assessmaent is
still poing on, it ks “way tooearly”
oeormment if Tran still retalng
nuclear capabilites,

I a town where political
Inferences getabead of reason at
times, the cancellation of
classlfied briefings to committee
miemibers of House of
Representatives and Senate anda
peneral bricfing toall House law
ke soon found el fwading
bty the It igeince fndings.

“Trumpjust cance lled a
classified House briefing onthe
Iran strikes with zeroexplanation.
The real resson? He clains he
destroyed ‘all nuclear facilithes and
L'urnhl.ll.lr{ hiss tesm knows they
can't hack up his blusterand ELz "
sabd Democrat of New York Pat
Teyan on X. The classified sessions
wiith law makers had been pushed
o Thurscay from Tuesday.,

Forw person who bagically
distrusts hisintelligence
community — the laest being in
his disgreement with Director of
Matbonal Intelligence Tulsl
Gabbard aver ran = it is unlikel
that Trump will be bathered byt
DIAassessment or of its reporting
by CIM witichwill be brushed off
s “faloe new,

But it does concem some
serbous analysts whoworry about
acenselire that hay been forced
down without sscertaining the
whereabouts of hund reds of
centrifuges or of the status of
o W kg of enrlcled uranlum,

That undoubtedly leaves sraehi
Prime Minister Bengamin
Metanyahu tocarry onwith his
srbkes now that his prodeding of
the US to using bunker busters
may not have delivered the desired
results,

B
s aclear artempt todemean

Thaweiter sasanior eumalit who has reportad

President Tramp," White House frem WashinglanBE o NorthAmancaand
Press Secretary Karoline Leavite Unked Mrom

. .
thehindubusinessline.
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Govt may infuse capital into Punjab & Sind Bank
Thie Gevermment may conslder recaplalaation supgort ta Punjab & Sind Bark,
the Finance Mintstes, Mr P, Chidembaram, sald en Saturday. "The extent of

capital infugion wil depand upan the bank's pl

bilsation, exparsion of credit and recavery af nan-performing
lambaram ol presspersons at the sldelines of the
v ibsition Regulation Act 1976, jontly organived by
thie Linion Home Ministry and the 1CAL

af depedit mobi
aasets (NPAS)" Mr
SETAF an Forelg

rthe current year in terms

‘Lodha appointed Birla Corp chalrman’
A litthe less than o year after the demise ol Priyamvada Bira, Mr Rajendra Singh
Ledha has been appeinted Chairman of the Rs 1,360-crare Brla Corporation

think -bl.7

RBI as a source of abundant riches

The RBI dividend payout to the Centre zoomed in FY25. But the Centre should not become too reliant on this

HIMADRI BHATTACHARY A

he quantum of dividend

fayments of the REL o the

Central government during

the last few years has

followed o |'rnlnutrt‘nd not
witnessed before, In 2024-25, the payout
at 82,008 crore took a leapof 141 per
cent vis-i-vis the previous year, The
amount for the current fiscal, 2025-26, ls
t2,68,590 crore (equivalent o a lictle
over 31 billlon, at the current exchange
rate) entailing a yearly groweh of 27.3
per cent,

SEIGNIORAGE INCOME

In general, the surplus generated by any
central bank fodlows aloglc which is
wnbgue and different from that of
commerctal enterprises, Including
banks. The surplus is derived from what
I8 kenown a8 ‘selgnlorage’, the hstorieal
moats of the meaning of which alludes 1o
the earnings of the lsssers of currency
motes/coins.

The central bank also enjoys two
related privileges not geanted to any
other entity: One, it can expand and
contract ite balance sheet at will, Two,
iesmonetary lability has little or no
financial cost,

Roughly speaking, the seigniorage s
equal to the interest earned on the
central bank’s assets that are
counterpart of its (1) monetary liabilley

Reservie Money or M1 in the case of
IEBI}, (1) deposits of Central and State
governments, and {11} equl

Disregarding the variation in the rate
of interest carned on forelgn and
domentic assets as also in the operating
cost from year to year, the growth of net
income (before transfers vo free
reserves to bolster equity) of a central
beank should approximately corvespond
o that of the aggregate of the three
inerme, an above,

L the case of RBI, duirding the
three-year perlod from 2021-22
2024-25, while the nssets, ns above, grew
atan annual compound rate of a lietle
Tiews than 7 per cent, the net ineome rose
at amuch higher compound rate of
Titele over 29 per cent.

The compound annual growth rate of
dividend payment to the Central
government during this period was
mikch higher at about 107 per cent,
thanks o the wide year-on-year
variation in the transfer from net
income to RBI's contingency fund, the
balance of which represents almost the
entire networth of RBIL

Although the vear-to-year divergence
betwieen the net income and dividend
pabd ro the Central government has been
soungght vo be explained in terma of REI's
economic capital frameworl, a closer
Took at the matter clearly brings out the
signature of fiscal considerations in this
regard

| st 1
Dividend boost

R Dividnd as a parcantage of the Cantral Gevemmant™s Mat Tax Revores
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Chart 1 highlights the increasing
significance of the dividend payout to
the Central government in relation to lts
T LK Tevene,

EXCHANGE GAIN'S KEY ROLE
Aswas the case in the carller fow years,
very high exchange galn, both In
absolute terms and also in relation to
HBI's Interest income was o major
contribugor for the net income and the
dividend paid tothe Central
government, Ls glven in Chart 2.

‘While the interest income on the
assets of RBI constitutes ts selgniorage
Income, It is open to question ifvery
large exchange gains fall under this
category. [t s not difficult to surmise
that the bulk of the exchange gain

Very high exchange gain,
both in absolute terms and
also in relation to RBI'
interest income, was a
major contributor for the
net income and the
dividend paid o the
Central government

appened at the “sale’ leg of the
USH Rupsee buy-sell swaps undestaken
REL

Also, at least some of the swaps are for
relnstating liquidity in the walke of spot
sales of L d::‘llu i to support the rupes
attimes of heightened downward
pressure on It Bt the vest of the
bury-sell swaps are discretlonary in
nature with no declared poliey objective
fior this purpose.

The volumes of purchase and sale of
US dollars on account of outright as well
a8 swap transactions increased
slgnificantly in 2024-25 (Chart 3), which
explakns the spurt in exchange gain by
abour 33 per cent, The outstanding sale
commitiment akso increased
correspondingly, with the net forward
position reaching a negative of §84.3
billion as on March 11, 2025,

The overwhelming presence of RBI in
the buy-sell segmient of the swap market
Taas i the effect of distorting the
forward curve and reducing the
Incentive for two-way trading in the
wwap market,

ABUNDANT RICHES
In the early years of the 1991 structural
veform in India, the govermment had

made enguiries about the adequacy of
REI's niet income, particularly when
high-level discussions for putting an end
o the automatic monetisation of fiscal
deficits entered o declsive stage in 1994,

However, for avarlety of reasons,
Including aview shared in the political
and burcaucratlc circles in Delh, that it
wouldn't be gy fate to put any kind
of pressure on RBI for more income and
cransferable surplus, the matter was nog
pursued any further,

The possibilicy of comverting ax least
numuuF‘thrunrrnl.lmL exchange gain,
aceruing to RB1on account of the
wecular depreciation of the rupes
win-i-vis LS dollar, vo realised income
remained a dormant issue for quite
Horme time.

Thie stesdfast position of the
leadership of RBI in those days in the
matter also perhaps had an impact.

The bssiie wias revived b the late
2000, Various altermatives for this
purpose were examined and eventually a
change In the accounting rule was
adopted and implemented, according to
which profit/loss o sle of the US dollar
and other currencies would be booked
vi helr average ncgs t.
The impact of this change in rale was fele
Inan b wry in 20119-20, which withessed
b jump in exchange gains. There
has not been any looking back since
then.

To'be sure, there I8 nothing wrong, in
principle, to baok profit on the sale of
the US dollar and other currencies
win-i-vis their nequisition cost. For any
commercial entiry, this rule cannet be
taken advantage of to make unrealistic
exchange gain because the volume of
purchase to be followed by sales cannot
beincreased beyond a polnt because of
‘budgetary’ constraints.

Bt for REI this constralng does not
exdet, an it can inerease the volume of
purchase and subsequent saleof US
dollars na purely discretionary manner,
s has seem np;l.y%x'm the case,

Moreaver, RBIhas the lncentive to do
o because the rupee generally
depreciates agninst the US dollar over
tiime, principally because of higher
inflation in India, Unless, of course, REI
puts in place adequate and credible
checks and balances that would prevent

this.

Convertinga large porthon of
unrealised exchange gain arising out of
the depreciation :#:hu upee (::Srlchln
notlonal) into realised galn to be given
:tr:h('r{u'\-l'mn:mt for budgetary
spending ls a tricky thing at best. There
are slgnificant downside rlsks to this,
Including, but not limited to, trimmed
monetary lndependence for the REL No
wonder, major central banks are not
lenewn to do this,

One only hopes thar REL does not
become a ‘perpetual motion machine of
the fiest kind’, which s o ypothetical
machine that can do work indefinitely
without an external energy source.

The writer |g afarmer central han ker anda consultant
totha M. {Through Tha Billon Press)

NATO leaders endorse historic defence plan

Andrea Palasciano

summit, on Wednesday calledita

ATOlend {eol his baiding for Arcicle 5 which redul
defencespendingto S percent  members to defend each other fram
of GO and renewed their atrack, “I stand with it," Trump told
“tronclad commitment” to mutual reporters after 0.2 1/ 2-hour working
defenceln an historle move that comes  sessbon with NATO leaders. “That's
ot the time of an Increasingly why 'mihere.”
bcll*:ren: Teussin. Th declarstion endorsed at the
The declslon from the North Atlantle  two-day summit In the Netherands

llies “reaffirm our ironclad

Treaty Organizarion’s 3 1
thielr high-stakes summit In The Hague

cammiltment to collective defence” and

NATO Secretary General Mark Rutte mues

also struggling to mountan effective
[ o Russla's war In the
country, which Is now well into its
fourthyear,

herallies have lald the
foundation for a stronger, fairer, more
leghal NATO," Secretary Generl
Mark Rutte said at a news conference
after the meeting, The decluration said
the new target, whichwill mark an
Incrense from the current spending
poal of 2 per cent, coies in response to

+

Lid, the lagship compnay of the MP Birla Geoup, s 1 o win for Domald Trump who “remain united and steadfast in our efforts toensure that Tramp remaing “Euluund »cnn'erIhrﬂlnIn
has repeatedly lambasted his European resobve to protect our one hillion engaged with the transatlantic al liance challenges, in particular the long-term

Sumitomo to pick up 15% Swara] Mazda stake from PTL allies for underspending on security. citizeny, defend the Allance, and amld growlng concerns that the US s threar posed by Russia to Euro-Atlantic
The Japan based Sumiteme Corporation |8 sald to smerge as the single lirgest The US President, who wavered in El.s safeguard our freedom and democracy”  looking to pull back weapons and security and the persistent threat of
shareholder in light commescial vehiches manufacturer Swaea) Mazda (S40) commmitment in ehi lead-up to the The summit has been dominated by troops from Eurcpe. Ukruine's allies are  terrorism.” scowsss
Tollowing & decsion by the board of directors of Punjab Tractors Ltd (PTL) to
el 15 per cent in the comgany's stake in SML to Sumitemn,
® BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2726
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Making truce a
durable peace

Tel Aviv and Tehran should trust in diplomacy
and negotiate a settlement. War hurts everyone

S President Donald Trump’s truce deal has

moved past the initial communication

hiccups and appears set to survive the

mutual mistrust between Israel and Iran.
Baoth the nations have indicated that they are willing
to turn the truce into a lasting peace agreement. Late
Tuesday, Tel Aviv lifted emergency restrictions
imposed during the conflict and Iran's president
Masoud Pezeshkian hailed “the end of a 12-day war
that was imposed on the Iranian people”, Pezeshkian
alsoexpressed a willingness to return to nuclear talks
with the US. The three parties in the conflict — Israel,
the Trump administration, and Iran — have spun
their own narratives about the outcome of the war for
their respective domestic audiences: Tel Avivand
Trump have said that the US attack destroyed Iran's
nuclear capabilities whereas the view from Tehran
was different. Hopefully, the different interpretations
of the war achievements will not become a ruse to
revive the conflict. An extended conflict in West Asia
benefits none but hurts everyone.

The immediate challenge is to translate the gains of
the ceasefire into a durable peace deal. Though the
endgame in the conflict that started with lsrael’s
targeting of Iran's military leadership and nuclear
sites and scientists on June 12 was not clear, Tel Aviv
had indicated that regime change in Tehran wasa
goal. Washington has limited itself to preventing Iran
from building nuclear weapons. Iran’s Islamist
dispensation has been challenged by large street
maobilisations that demanded clvil liberties and
gender equality in recent times. Israel’s act of war
may have provided a reprieve: External aggression
unites people around nationalism, The devastating
Irag war provided a lifeline for Ayatollah Khomeni in
the 1980s and the designs of Israel and the US may
help the Khamenel regime to retain control over the
Iranian polity. The Brics joint statement — [ran is a
member of the bloc — that describes the military
strikes against Iran as “a violation of international
law and the Charter of the United Nations”, indicates
that Tehran is not isolated even if many of its
neighbours are uncomfortable with Iran becoming a
nuclear power.

Finally, comprehensive peace in West Asia will
need a resolution to the war in Gaza, where many
Palestinians continue to be killed while trying to
access food atdistribution centres run by the Israel-
backed Gaza Humanitarian Foundation. Over 56,000
persons have died in Gaza since the present phase of
the conflict began after a Hamas terror strike inside
Israel on October 7, 2023, Gaza calls for the world's
attention now.
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OPINION

Inconvenient truths
to impactful policies

India has championed a
philosophy of convenient
action to address the
worsening climate crisis

e Impacts of anthropo-

genke elimate change are

Ibeing fiedt all over the glabe.

The sixth assessment

report of the Intergavern-

mental Panel on Climate

(Il hascal lly stased

it e&“ﬂﬂlm%nb.u»m
e 201120 has risen by 11 degrees Cel-

A verse from the Atharva Vedo —
“What of Earth we dig out, let that
quickly grow over, bet us not hit thy
vitals or plerce thy heart” — reflects
principles of regenerative natural
resplrce management predating mod-
ern climate science by thousands of
{Ivears. O rprun:hm climate action

s anclent understanding
Into contermparary policy frameworks,
forging a unlque synthesls of tradl-

with over |20 members, hos created o
platform for solar-rich countrles to
collaborate on clean energy. The
Instalbed In renewalde ere:
{RE) has risen from 76 GW in 2014 to
L0 GW in March 2025 and | Hkely to
reach 500 GW by 2000, In terms of
Inmlhd ﬁ?‘“'“’ Inalia 15 Fourth in the:
rth in wind energy and
mlrd In solarenergy.
Many of Indias flagship schemes

tlonal wisds inddern action. In
keeplng with this approach, within
weeks of assuming office (n 2014,
Prime Minlster (PM) Marendra Modi
demonstrated his climate commiz-

slus compared to the pr
(1850-1900) bevels. At lhenme time,
developed countrles continue to

uprn disproportionate share of the
ghobal carbon budget and remaln
unwilling to provide the means of
Il ermentathon o spur climate sction.

ment and f

adding “climate change” to
thie mindsery of erviranment
and forests. The National
Adaptation Fund for Climaze
Change provided states with
dedicated resources for cll-

The anclent Vedic p ple af sarve
Bhoviniu sukhineh {may all beings be
heappy} has gukded human chvllsation
for millennia. As the world grappes
‘with the climate crisls, this imeless
‘wisdom in India's

mate 1l Multiple

state G\‘!I’ﬂlﬂ!nl!

respanded by establishing

thelr own cl.llmm change

depnnmemn creating a federal cas-
of

approach to climate stewardship, On
the one hand, the global community
often focuses on the Inconvenlent
truths of the dlimate crisls — rising
temperatures, erratic weather pat-
terns, and Increasing disasters. India,
‘o thie other hand, has cham planed a
philosophy of conventent action, This
approach, rooted in cur civillsational
ethes, has transformed Indla inte a
comschentious global climate eltimen
‘owver the past 1l years.

on.
In 2015, India took a g rede in

Bhupender
Ya

thve elimate actlon. The Pradhan Man-
i Ul Yo 1) brought clean
mﬂmﬁﬂ%lﬁlﬂmn{m.ﬂw
PM-KUSUM scheme (2008) empow-
ered farmers with solar
energy solutlons, while the
rooftop solar programme

iy th pﬂnnlpln{

Tnddla's Internat| climate
vasidhaiva kutumbakam.

ment, PM Modl announced India's
ambiltious ponchanis — five nectar
elements comprising enhanced dimate
commitment and achieving net-zera
emissions by 2000, During the same
address, he Introduced Mission LIFE
(Lifestyle for Environment), thereby
Irmvohving citizens globally in the collec-
Thh ori

adoption mmlhenu::;?:

In 2018, PM Mod| announced
the Coalition for Disaster
Hesllient  Infrastructure
v (CIHRI) at the Uniter] Nations
Climate Actlon Summit in
New York City, creating a

. This
hilstoric commitment positioned Indea
a5 a climate leader among developing
nations. On November 2, 2021, at Glas-
gow during COMES, the PM launched
[RES {Infrastructune for Resilient Island
States), jolned by the Pivis of Australia,
Fiji, Jarmalca, Mauritios, and the UK.

GETTY MAGES

component for achbeving energy secu-
rity, the Natienal Energy Misston for
Viksit Bharat and the National Manu-
facturing Misslon were launched in
2025. The Nuclear Energy Mission,
with an allecatlon of 320,000 croge,
focuses on research and development
of srmall modular reactars,

India's intermational dlimate inltia-
tives embady the principle of wesud-
izl Kietumbikane {the world is one
Eamily). During India's G20 presidency,
climate conslderations were maln-
streamed across several workl
groups beyond the environment an
dl.m:ne working group. India alsa

ghobal climate negotiations. PM Modi
played npluumiur?:ltl.e in forging the
Parls Agreement. Unlike natlons that
wiewed climate commitments as bur-
dens, India preferred to demonstrate
num:lete action by framing its first
lonally Deter mined Contributions
(NIJQat COPZE in Parls in the same
yeras an expression of eur responst-
bllll)' to thee ghobal community. The
2005 Internatianal Solar Alliance (ISA),

global partership to promote dissster- — Viksle Bharst 2047, 2023, lobal Biofuel Alliance,
resilient Infmatm:mredmlopmm. mnllned the wision for becoming a  creating a platiorm for cooperation on
Lezad[T (1 o for Industry d natlon by 2047 by makntaln-  sustalnable blofuels.

‘Tramsition) wias created in partnership — Ing betwien ecol In transforming income nlent triths
with 5 i The an-linkoed | prakrinl (nagure) an It convenlent actlon, the M has
Imﬂw(?ﬂ!sﬁmﬁ:rmhrmnnu- gt (progress). shown that climate leadership
Tacturing (201 Two transic clittzen-focused Lilnes not fust

tic solar manufacturing capabilities,
reducing impart dependence and ore-
A robus ind m:uusnlur
mn’FAtmmgli aln
mndehlamrlcnnmnnemnmiunher
consolidating its climate trajectory.
‘Whille delivering the national state-

Initiatives wene kaunched in 2024, The
PM Sairya Ghar Muft Bijll Yojana dem-

ratised solar energy access, while
the launch of Ek P a0 Ke Nnam
(e tree In mother's )

ing bat the wisdom to allgn human
actkon with natural harmony.

Bhugpender Yadav s Union mingster for

miass movement ﬂornﬂmmmnﬂ.eo
ognising nuclear power as a critical

farest and climate
chaiige. Tise views expressed are

persommal.

Interpreting the right of
nations to self-defence

fire in West Asla. However, the US's

licty avadlable evidence, it does not appear to be
the case, which renders American strikes on
Tran legal.

resldent Donald Trump has cladmed
Pcredlt for facilitating & tentative cease-
attackon [ran's nuclear e
had exacerbated a volatile situation in West

Asln, stemming from the ongoing conflict
Iran. While the political and

There Is.an add | dimension to the the-
ory of immediacy. In the past, the U5 has
atternpted to broaden the definition of imml-
nence by d It from the bempclr:ll

strategie repercussions of these strikes will be
anakysed, o critical question artses: Does the
Amerbean attack violate international law?
Let's explore this questian on three levels,
Flrst as per Artiche 51 of the UN Charter,
tates can wse frce in International relations as
])mnflhelrlnrnerl right o self-defience * Il:l1
armd attack oceurs”, Comsequently, the use of
force not almed at repelling an ongolng armed
attack Is inexplicable under the right to seif-de-
fence Since there has been no armed attack by
Iran on the US, as per this interpretation, the
actions of the US do not meet the eriteria of

aspedt. As Akarwde and Thomeas Li

putit, a St.nmnruse force Ifthere lsa hlgﬂb‘
probable and severe threat, even If that threat Is
niot mmdnent in time, provided that the foree
used I8 necessary and proportionate, Le. there
would be rn[lmreu?pwmnnym eliminate the
threat, Assuming this begal argument is valld,
the US would need to demonstrate that the
nuschenr threat from Iran was bath highly proba-
ble and severe. This would be challenging to
prove as Iran does nat yet possess a nuclear
weapon, There Isalsuurmmlnw-nbwt when
Tran might acquire this capability, with est-

Artlche 51 and are, ﬂwﬂﬁ:lre illegal. meates ranging from weeks to years,
Secand, some scholars and States and these assessments have been dis-
argue that Interpreting the right to cussed over several years,
-cheffence soiely a8 o means bo repel Far the aake of argument, let us

an onguu!ﬁ‘nmed attack Is too
restrictive. They belseve this perspec-

assume that the Iranian nuclear
threat Is both highly probable and
" mmﬁ\mlnmbﬂm Il'mwld sl

Plugging loopholes
in tl%g electoral roll

Election Commission of India (ECI)'s decision

I to undertake a special intensive revision (SIR) of

the electoral roll across India, beginning with
Bihar, comes against the backdrop of mounting
controversy over the role of the poll watchdog in high-
profile elections. ECT said on Tuesday that it had
decided to weed out ineligible names from the
electoral roll, citing rapid urbanisation, frequent
migration, young citizens becoming eligible to vote,
non-reporting of deaths, and the inclusion of the
names of foreign illegal immigrants as some of the
mativations for the house-to-house verification
exercise. People whose names didn't figure in the rolls
in 2003, the last time the SIR took place in the state,
will have to provide a self-attested declaration that
they are Indian citizens, and back itup with
documented proof of their birth. Polls are due in Bihar
later this year.

The sanctity of the electoral roll is of paramount
impartance in a constitutional system, and it is
commendable that as the custodian of the world's
largest democracy, ECI is taking steps to ensure that
no ineligible person slips into the process, But the
background of the exercise —where Opposition
parties have been alleging irregular changes in the
electoral roll in Maharashtra even though the pall
body has denied it — is equally important. ECTwill
have to ensure that the process remains transparent
and doesn't disenfranchise the poorest and most
wvulnerable. ECIwill also need to ensure that the SIR
process is not mired in partisan politics. The process
has the potential to further bolster the Indian citizen's
most zealously guarded right — the vote,

dreast posed g )
by terrorism and nuclear dangers  ©
that pervade the contemporary
world, Hence, it 1s contended that
countrles should alse be able to
Invoke the right to self-defence

n o ustfy th
Ranjan theAmeIIcnnmIllm:yalrII:n a8 the
=——  USand lIran were engaged In i1

tlons regarding the nuchear lssue.
Therefore, the US had alternative
methods avallable o address the nuclear

agalnst armed attacks that have not yet
wocurred. However, this
ould be perilous, as It mey allow States to jus-
tify the wse of Force agalnst other countries
unedier the pretext of self-defence for geopolitl-
] matives or other reasons, potentially const-
wdngmsnfnggresslun

a b interpretation of the ight
o wl[—de{eﬂm in anticlpation of an armed
attack, It is argued that States must demon-
strate the requirement of immediacy, This
means that, for a State to justify using force
agalnst am armed attack that has not yet
aceurred, it needs to show that the attack is
imminent or about to happen. In this sense,
Imlmrmabekrmd In such situ-
atlons, States invoking self-defence should
lemanstrate that they bed o time fordelibera-
tlcm nnd wne cnmpeLIed to wse force In

threat, and the if the n: facilites
was nod the last window of apportunity to pre-
vent anuclear attack in the future,

Thirdl, caun the LS justify this attack as an act
of colkective self-defence? It is Important o
rememiber that Artiche 51 recognises not on
the Inherent rightof individual self-defence bat
alsn of eollective self-defence. As Chiristopher

the International Court of
v Micoragua case, establlighed
three elements to justify the right of colkective
self-defence.

First, there st be a State that has been the
wictim of an armed artack. Second, this State
miust formally declare [tself as a victim of that
armed attack. Third, the victim Sate should
rejuest assstance from the State that seeks to
Justify lis use Dﬂurtenndenhe rlght to collec-

Bues, a threat
mmmw and evidentially perceived o
b imminent”. 50, was an armed attack from
Iran on the US imimdnent? Based an the pub-

Amerlean sirikes agalnst Iran's nuclear
facilitlies are legally suspect. WP

Jus-
db‘lmmeofﬂorte?nmmlnnundalhemrr
clple of collective selt-defence, as there has
o rmed attack from Iran on srsel.
Therefore, lsrel s not & vietim State in the
current scenarlo that could seek assistance
from the LS. Furthermore, [srael's attacks on
Irain an June 13, whHvadmuF\.&

thnems are Igg;lllyiwestlnmble

Some may argue that the conflict did not
begin on June 13 of this year but instead on
Ovctober 7, 003, or even earlier, with attacks an
lsraed by terrarist groups like Hamas and the
Haouthis, which Iran patronises. However, this
expanslve inber pretation risks bluring lmpar-

STEVE WITKOFF
)

We are hopeful that we can
have a long-term peace

agreement that resu

A backbone for India’s
grassroots democracy

from the ground up — from the pancha-
yats and urban kocal bodbes that are consti-
tutlonally recognised as the third ter of
Qwem:lme The ?ﬂn:l md Tath G

Indla's democracy draws Its real strength

rakses questions about affordabdizy. But here
lles o cructal point: India |s already spending
heawlly on panchayat-based schemes. What it
lacks ks the Institutional mechanism to ensure
that commies, The salu-

down the vislon of self-
emlng \lllln-ges um‘l towns, backed by decen-
tralised planning and executhon, Yet, decades
later, this vislon still lacks a functioning
administrative structure to support local
elemadl lbadbes in delivering development effiec-
tively.

Acroas the country today, gram panchayats
(GPs) are implementing major natienal
schemes ke MGNHEGA, Sl-\nu:hh [Bharat Mis-
alon, Jal Jeevan Missbon, Mwas Yojanas
Gramin, and the National Fhlnl Livelihoods
Misslon, Together, these account for public
expenditure worth several lakh crore rupees
annually. Much of it flows through
panchayats — Institutlons that,
shockingly, operate with minkmal fo
no professional staff, Most GPs have
no techinlcal asslstant, no acoountant,

thom does not require fresh allocations, but a
smarter reallocation of resources.
A small portion — around 15% — of the
annual outlays of majer panchayat-linked
Iy I be pooker and

aite a dedicated fund under the mingstry of pan-
chayati ral. This fund, the panchayat admins-
trative support for programme dellvery
(PASPD), would be used to finance the core
adminlstrative teams at the GP level, The min-
tstry of inance should deduct this amaoun 1])m-
rata from scheme allocations and rans
directly o this new budget head.

However, the reform must be shidkded from
the chronic problem of state-level
dhellayes anel diversions, Funds released
by the Centre often langulsh in staie
treasuries. To prevent this, the
Finance Commission must recom-

no civil englneer, and no planning meenil enforceable safeguards. States
Auppant. I st b mandated to release PASPD
The outoome ks predictable. Pro- Mi';;r:m funds to panchayats within 15 work-

ts suffer from deslgn and
ﬁmdy mcutlnn.p'."-n‘:;d utilisation
remains weak. Citlzens feel unheard
and unserved. And elected local represenia-
tives are left disillusioned, blamed for out-
comes they were never truly e
shape. An effort was made in 201
this by allowing key functionarbes to be hired
within the MGNREG A funding, but this fell by
the wayshde.
Thils structural gap in the governance archi-
lecrule muslbenddmaed.lnﬂu Teodls b cre-
wtea fit-
at mepnmhn;at level —a core iznm of profes-
slonaks anchored at each GF, working under
the supervision of the elected sarpanch and
accountable in day-to-day matters to ward
panchs. The proposed team would iInclude a
panchayat executive officer trained in rural
admindstration, a sechnbcl assistant with engl-

red 1o
o rectify

Ing days Follow-up Instalments
should be linked to performance.
fund usage. and transparency. A pub-
llchy accessible dashboard should track fund
Tenws, and ward panchs should be emy
o verll? work done and flag lapses. This
both pragmatic and ransformative.

It addresses the glaring contradictlon of
expecting high-quality development delivery
fram Institutions that lack even a baskc profes-
slonal team. It enhances cittzen trust in Jocal
governance, emposwers elected representntives
with execution capaclty, and Improves value
Tor maoney for tax|

‘The kh Finance Commission now has an
appartunity and a constitutional abligation to
make this happen. Articles 243-0 and 243-Y
empower It to recomimend measures to aug-
ment the Conselidated Fund of the States o
:uppon panchayats and urban local bodies.
Th

tant Hnes in the conflict. neering qualificationg, o gram sach e
Thus, no meatser bow one dices it, American and cor anda data dltlnnnl flscal tnmsl'ets for administrative

strikes against Iran's nuclear facilitles are entry operator e enable digital go Inthi end, this

legally suspect. These strikes ralse gmm ‘Thils team woukd function as the local Innl.- correction. By investing in a professtonal sup-

alarming questions about the dauble: tutlonal backbone — capabde of drawingup  port structure at the grassroots, Indla can

of powerful countries, In this case the US, in
theelr respect for the already fraglle rules-based
International order.

Prabhash Ranjan i professor and vice dean
(research). Jindal Global Law Schoal. The vews
expressed are personal

plans, supervising warks, mn]nh]nllg recands,
bilirg s, and act

the cltlzenry and the state. It s not an expan-

alom of bureaucracy, bmuhresmmmn af basle

i b
L‘ndeumndnbly thescabe af such an inltia-
tive — covering over 26 lakh panchayats —

move from tokenlsm to transformation —
fram palitical devolution to functional empow-
ernment

Arvind Mayuras, a former Union flaance secre-
tary, i chairmuor, Fstitete of Developrment Stead-
ies Jufpur, The views expressed are personal
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CPTPP as anoption
Trade disorder calls for pacts with EU, Asia

Time is running out on the 90-day “pause” that United States (US) President
Domald Trump declared in his trade war against the rest of the world. The count-
down will end on July & when his retributive tariffs are supposed to come back
into effect. The US administration had p that some trads
announced before then, and it has said at various points that up to 00 different
negotiations are ongoing. But so far onby one, with the United Kingdom (UK), has
been announced. There is no sign that other negotiations, including those with
India, are going as well. In any case, the “baseline” 10 per cent tariff Mr Trump

wouldbe

had initiated will stay — it has stayed as part of the deal with the UK. That tariff

has had an emboldening effect for the US admindistration because it has raised
billions in revenue, which helps finance its tax-cutting plans and has also had s
very limited impact on inflation so far. While Mr Trump's disruptions to global
trade may have for now taken the back seat to the disorder in West Asia, that
moment will not last. Very shortly, India and the world will once again have to

dealwith the of a more d i em
]ndia‘spathfurwaldundnrlh:scrin:umslanocsisohviuus "I\monu'nuctulry
togetadeal out of the US that in its competitive advantage, while alsosi

ning upto otherdeals with more trade-friendly partners, The government's lmual
scepticism about trade has thankfully given way more recently to a willingness
to conclude various deals. In the past years, free-trade agreements, early-harvest
deals, or comprehensive economic partnerships have been signed with various
other nations, including Awstralia, the United Arab Emirates, and the UK. But
these are frankly not ambitious encugh to make up for the disorder that the US
willinject into trade. It is essential, first of all, that the ongoing negotiations with
the European Union, which has the highest potential among all partners for
mutual prosperity, be successfully concluded on the timeline given by Prime
Minister Marendra Modi — namely, the end of this year.

But integration into value chains means India must also consider the manu-
facturing hubsto itseast. Recent comments describing the Association of South-
east Asian Nations [Asean)as China's“B-team” areunhelpful in this context. The
fact is that integration with Asean and the rest of Asia ex-China will be essential
ifIndia is to upgrade its manufacturing and become globally competitive. From
an economic perspective, this means that entering into mega pacts, such as the
Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP), is a sensible way for-
ward. However, given that mainland China is part of the RCEF, it might be con-
sidered politically infeasible until m]slmns]mpmvr_' That objection does not
hold, however, for the C hensive and Prog) it for Trans-
Pacific Partnership, or CPTPP. At the very least, India should submit an applica-
ticn for this trade pact, which would deepen its integration with major investors
into the Indian market like Japan and Korea. It would also allow for a clear road
map forward for regulatory reform domestically to bring Indian regulations up
to global standards and make its exports more competitive. While this process
may take a while, itis important, given the state ofuncertainty and dlsuld.ul that

STAY INFORMED THROLIGH THE DAy (B WWW.BLISINESS-STAMDARD.COM

Keeping WTO relevant

Plurilateral agreements may be key to WTO's future

Earller this month Ngozl Okonjo-1weala, director
general of the World Trade Organization (WTO), in
her lecture at the London School of Economics,
emphasised the need o speak up for the multlateral
Institution, particularly whenthe dominane funding
economy has chosen to suppress its volee and rel-
evance. Her statement augurs well for the WTO,
which stands at a crosstoads in terms of its funda-
meneal processes and the ohjective of promoting
freer and fairer trade. While there has been muchtalk
about the United States blocking appointments to
the Appellate Body of the Dispute Settlement Mech-
anism, the decline of the instiution, in
terms of both long-drawn negotiations
and & lack of substantive outcomes, has
long preceded this development.

It iswell known that the expansion of
membership of the WO, from 23 found-
ing members of the General Agreement
on Tariffs and Trade (GATT), to 128 in
1904 when GATT transitioned to the

However, the imperatives of evolving global trade,
which is increasingly d.rlven by global value chains
(Ges), have led to fr {FTAs)and

OPINION 9

negotias
Infact, as the
suhsat nfmemher ecnnnmjs I.nlﬂaﬂng negotiations

ip. Conse-

meenth'ewl'l"
quently, the vty of Pa
sinnsofpngsihlepmrplay |nagenda—se'h:|ngandd\e
etting o
panlclpen(m-ms This I!\dewednoﬂus(sundm
miningtheconsensus -hased approach of negotiations
thatk the WO, but
struggle of developing countries post-Uruguay Round
the Doha Development Agenda while keeping *non-
trade” issuesat bay, However, much hassincechanged
inthe context of glohal trade.

Flrsthy, th 15t Cem-
tury GVC-led global trade needs to be understood as
an inextricable nexus between liberalisation of trade
ingoods, investment and services, Anappropriate set
of rules and regulatory framework in each of these
domains Is the:refore necessary o raclllme gnha]
trade. 5 ol d as " Tad
SO0MME ECONOImies, Imhudlnglndla.and being resisted
for negotiations under the PA route are already
covered ingreater depth in FTAs. For example, while
plurilateral n investment facilitat
arebeingchallenged by some WTOmembers, invest-
ment chapters inmost FTAs of the 2152 century go well
beyond investrnent facilitation to include deeper
provisions on investment protection, investor-state
dispute resolution, and Intellectual property rights.
Similarly, ESG-related provisions, many of which

1 del h

ddered a

iesue-based plurilateral agreements (PAs) becoming
the altemative rowtes for rule-making. The FTAs, per-
mired under GATT Article XXIV and involving lib-
eralisation of "substantdally all trade™ among two or
maore member economies, have witnessed remark-
ahle proliferation in the 215t century. From less than
100 In 2000, the number of FT'As notified to the WTO
iswell over 600 in 2025

Alomgwith an increase inthelr number, FTAs have
also acquired greater depth. with most
now encompassing a  substantial

number of higher-grad /s

slgnificant Increase in FTAs in the 20008, Thirdly,
whete PA negotiations do not take off or are long
delayed, |n|ErEsted oountries have opted for sector-

ide of the WTO. For
example, US-Japan and Australia-Singaporesigneda
bilateral digital trade agreement in 2020. More
recently, the EUf and South Korea concluded & digital
tradeagreement in March 2025 Fourthly, weareinan
eraof growing and trade
policy uncertainty. There ks, therefiore, a greater nead
fior consistency in global trade rules.

Gl hy s, it e Appro-

related to intellectual pmpmy inwvest-
ment and services Hberalisation, and
environment and sustainable govermn-
ance (ESG). Onee criticised for overlap-
ping membership and consequent
complexity of mles of origin across

priate to expend negotiating cap’l::f’nn defining the
rulesfor participationand negotiation in these plur-
lateral formulations with “varizble geometry,” rather
than persistwith a futile pursuit of elusive consensus-
based decision-making processes at the WTO. This
would require alternative mechanisms, perhaps in
terms of determining a threshold ghare of glohs]

prevails in the global trade architecture, to rate India’s to
a particular direction of travel.

Asian hotspot

Mitigation and adaptation strategies must be accelerated

TheWorld Meteorological € (WMO) b ared alertin its latest
“State ofthe Climate in Asia” report, indicating that the continent i ing twice
as fast as the global land and ocean average. According to the report, the “mean
anomaly” for 2024 in Asia was 1.04 degrees Celsius above the 1991-2000 average.
In 2024, average temperatures ranked as the warmest or second-warmest on
record, depending on the dataset used (the WMO uses six datasets in its analysis).
From east towest, these findi rprise toa range of Asians
who suffered extreme weather events last year — North Indians weathering a
severe heatwave, Keralites who lost their families in the Wayanad landslide
induced by excessive rainfall, Indo-Chinese and Filipinos facing extensive
damagrfmmc)ﬂuncichlmsuﬁrmnmuhom:mpsmmmdmugn Kazakhs
and d-breab itizens of the
United Arab Emirates who faced extremne precipitation.

The report attributes this faster rate of warming to Asig’s massive landmass

i land

notcor

because, asi ins, ten thantemperature
increasesover the ocean. At44.50 milli i ofall
the nts. Buttheex: high ternpe mass last year

had its knock-on effect on 15 million sq km of occean area, one-tenth of the earth's

Boe, A te rose at the rate of 0.24 degree Celsius per
decade, double the global mean rate of 0.3 degree Celsius per decade, causing
marine heatwaves in the northern Indian Ocean and the seas near Japan and the

Yellow and East Chi The impact of such elews termn-
ant inalarmingly receding glaciers, rising sea npged
heatwaves.
Given that Asi theworld's population, the obwi
takeaway from the WMO's btemperature alert is the critical need for nnunmr_'s o
mitigation ion strategies by orders of not
least because the actions of some actors can have ictable consec .

where. East Asia, especially the area around China, Japan, and South Korea, isthe
wiorld's most densely industrialised region. China remains the factory tothe workd,
and Japan, Taiwan, and South Korea are centres of hi-tech industries, notably semi-
nonducwrs_ND]usscumnmmglsuN:fmmmAsm South Asia in particular — is

he alternative | fora range of “dirty” industries that
theWest is jettisoning. Thisi metal and plastic manufacture, and
oil and mineral refining. Asia, therefore, remains the largest consumer of fossil fuel
globally, sccounting fior a staggering 80 percentof the world's coal power consump-
tion. China and India, the world's two most populous countries, figure among the

WTO, to 166 in 2024, has not been with- multiple FTAs, mega regional trade

out challenge. Consensus based resol-  STRAIGHT agreements, particularly thcse wlm trade for natkons inltiating
utlon of significant issues such as TALK common and

agmultum]snhsl.dl.e! non- agricultural hmcnnlr]hutedtnﬂ\eesseofl-'muﬂl-

market access, AMITA BATRA isation for membser ecomomies. A large

hasbeen hard to achieve, glventhemled number of developlng economies have
Interests and sensitivities of devel developing,  beenbenefitted, through thedr participation in FTAs,

and least-developed member countries.

The agreements on trade facilitation and, more
recently, on fisheries subsid les were concluded after
prolonged and difficult negotiations, each stretch-
ing over more than a decade. While a persistent
negotiating impasse on major isswes has resulted in
the WTO%s first and only trade liberalisation
"round”, the Doha Development Agenda, being
effectively suspended, most ministerial meetings
have ended up with only administrative decisions
related to the implementation of earler agree-
ments, The rules and provisions at the WTO have
hence undergone limied, if any, evolution beyond
what was achieved in the last round of GATT.

and increased thelr integration with GVCs and thelr
shareof global trade.

ThePAs, alsounderthe asgisof the W0, and inid-
ated 'by a subset of lLlcE-mlnded member nations on

eral arintermsofa majority ule to ldent-
ifyissues that can be taken up for negotiation under
the segis of a plurilateral formulation. Simulta-
neously, an effort should be made to deal with the
issues of legality in including PA-negotlated out-
comesasTules inthe WO,

Inorder the WTO -onsigned
to the sidelines, catering only to rourine adminds-
trative messureson past agreements, and to assist its

In

with the i ves of a
muchsl.owerpm thanl TAs. The first PA underthe  fast global trad. a combination
WTO was the ! lechnnlngy af alt fwe 1 — FTAs and PAs — s
slgna:llmggﬁ. herety ded  required. Th rive efforts
I ¢ oFldermified e el tha WO,

mﬂcgypmdummaﬂ“ TOmembers. In mose recent
times, though PAs on new-age policy areas such ase-
commerce, investment facilitation, and alternative
interimdisputesettlement process have been initlated,

‘The author is professor, School of Intern ational
Smudies, JNU, and authos of ndial Trade Policydn the
2yst Cenrury, Routledge: London, 2002

‘of major ies and iy

‘Theviewsar 1al

Walking the talk on customer centricity

‘The phrase “customer centric”, once popular, is now

Ohsessively also asklng ‘consumers what they want

dﬁlgnjng solutions to add va]ue or remove pain for

behagraphdlymp]aeedhyth.ememusctﬂarp)m mea product then bemoaningthe fact dt 1al
asthe favour- know)alsodoes nc I w community, Perhaps because the
ite word in buen:lrmm I infierce com-  torner It qualifies as ing decisbo funders ask the former, “Why will you

petition with moat and pivor Unfortunately,

customer centric and customer obsessed are not

exactlythesame thing, In fact, they are mirror images

n.feachuther The locus of customer centriciy s the
and the locus of

making and making the customer the marketing
directorofthe company. Itlsthecustomer's job o have
aproblem, or a pain polnt, or a value-processing algo-
rithm — thar ks, an internal process by which they
decide add valuetothem.

sbon s the world of marketers,

J( ks not their job to come up with solutions to

Acreally good defindtion of
to quote Hector Rulz, the former chief exec'ulhle
officerofsemibconductor company AMD;
Mot doing everything the customer
wants, but doing everything on behalf of
the customer. And. of course, finding a
way todo it ina mannerthat is profitable
forthe company.

Customer centricity 1s about Aguring
out how toadd value to customers (value
that customers perceive, not value as
marketers think customers should or
wiould perceive). Customer obsession is
often all about how to extract value from
customers. Itisnot unusual tosee a slide
called qr

RAMA BIAPURKAR

he paln or problem. ot o find ways by which

win?' — pushingthem towards unresolved customer
problems, And probably becavse the latter today is
more focused on performance marketing than on
deslgning or delivering (or even discovering) cus-
tomer value. Research & development folk are also
often more customer centric than thelr marketing
counterparts, perhaps because thelr DNA s rooted in

know what Is pcssihl.e all they know is
Mmmllma]mthem]mppde( Customer-

‘They understand compromises that cus-

athree-star hotel thar doesn't give them
atatus, though affordable, versus a five-
star hotel that does give them thy

prohbl Iving ar performance break-
th:cughs forusecases.

‘When it comes to the more operational area of
designing digital interfaces, there are shades
and grades of customer centricity, despite all the LI
ux e:rperts_ For example, bank apps that may be

benefit but are ffordable and over-

want ti 1 things before
allowing you to finish the job for which you openad
the app. It ks of a hostage and a cus-

engineered for thelr needs. Or being a
small-ticket buyer i a remate location
and h.n\'h:g to pay a premium o ecess

“These ct I LS

b d supplier who believes the bank’s
‘work is more important than the customer's ungency
to get her job done. Leave techies of the I'T depart-
ment in charge of error messages and other com-
tocustomers, and we gt messages like,

on breaking such Dompmnﬂsesand unleashing cus-

romer at th ds are allthe

:
customer (cross-sell, increase ticket size, improve
stickiness, offer adjacencies, and the like), Conspicu-
o by its absence Is whar the company will do for its
customers. There are enough and mare faux cus-
romer-centric misslon staternents that say, “We will
delight customers” or “Be the d lber for

tomer- e lar
tricity ig toshift the frame of business deciskons and
deslgn to- "What can L do for customers?™

Many — though not all —starrupsmthemw

“weare pleased to inform you that we are back online
now,” instead of, "We apologise for the internaption
in your internet services and the disruption it has
caused. Weare now back online”.
Customer centricity ks not abaut having bulky,
ok fi

economy digital business model
strated far more customer centricity than large com-
panies. They have m.smged to break compromises

customers around the world” — statements that are
allabout "us” and not a werd about what it will doto
make customers' ves better.

by the Indian market— of consumers who have high
performance thresholds for acceptability and low
prices | costs threshalds, and companies that want

world's largest fossil-fuel and emitters of h Eases, Though
China has made strides in the transition to ENETEY — ing fora
I ricity ion — India remains alagsard, D i
in Asia argus ECOTmD d i poverty T ontin-
gent on continui il-fuel i e factis that risi

takeatollonth d livelihoods of dvulnerable communities
1k armers and those inthe fishi l ing the iti etzero

M i trit affectivls

Anindustry’s complic

ty inmurder

margins

time-, feedba tyingup the CEO's
bonustoa Net Promoter Score. Itis aboutan orienta-
tlonthat says, "Whatcan | dotomake customers” lives
better?"— as they see it not as [ see it—and, “How do
1 do it in the smartest possible way that maximises
alwe to thern and minimises cost o met”

The suthor is 2 business advisor inthe areaof

not customer centricity — it Is product

Starmuy In

Bundy of
BOOK serlal killers who raamed the streets of
REVIEW America duringthe 16708 and 19805,
wing on women. Why were a number

pre
of these killers connected with the

further increasing atmospheric lead
levels, there was little chance for locals

and leaded gasoline

around places with high lead
concentration in the air.

The criminals Ms Fraser
Investigates here are two-fold,
‘There are the serial killers, of
course. But there's also the
smalter industry, particulardy

was finally shut.

Murderland can be read
asatruecrime book, but it
would be a disservice to read
it as just that. It blends true
cnmewith reparnage and

brother of Ms Fraser's friend in Viet-
namwar; the assassination of Martin
Luther King Jr; the fact that Bundy was
‘working at Safeway on Queen Hill from
April to July 1968; the launch of Apollo
1, and thesulclde of her friend's dad

uphis house

SNEHA PATHAK

1 had heard the term “serial-killer™ way
before | knew 1t definition. The US
Department of Justice defines it like this:
Anyonewho has committed twoor maore
murders on separate oocasions ks
deemed & serlal killer. Ted Bundy, whose
face appears on the cover of Muraer-
Taved: Crimee and Bloodiust in the Time of
Serial Killers, T

Pacific Morthwest, home to Caroline
Fraser, the author of Murderland? Why
did this phenomenon of the serial killer
rlse with such intensity during a certain
time perlod and then, just ddenty

inthe reglon to escape the toxic effects the Amerlcan Smelting and mewldafkul.ersaMmr Thewry tone Ms Fraseremploys
ofthese fumes. The people. and Refining Company, whose porations | underlines the call fhath kinds
especially children, grew on a steady crimes Ms Fraser sets out to bmserschn]d.hoodandher ofcriminals. For instance, shewrites of a
diet of lead and arsenic, and Ms Fraser Investigate in the book. Ms yearsunder a strict Christian time when Bundy leaves one of his crime
traces a connection between the pres- Fraser dpesn't let the serial Scientist father. Ms Fraser sitesin panic, disposing of whatever

ence of high levels of such elements in
human bei Ith severe mental

come toan end? These are the questions
that Pulltzer Prize winner Fraser asks in
herlatest book. She also supplies her
unexpected and thought-provoking
answer — lead poksoning.

Ms Fraser takes her readers to
“Tacoma and its survoundings inthe
northwest, an area polluted by thesmelt-
Ing industry for decades, With lead and

womern.

doeens of the maln components of
the deadly emisskons released by smalrer
o0 o0 q

dievelopment Issues, ranging from irri-
nabillry to “dreams bmder]ngon hal-

Srudies list Is long and makes harrow-

llnkchlldhnnd bead exposure with
“aggression, psychopathy and crime,”
she writes. Fascinatingly, all dle 5erinfl

of thelr many gruesome

Kkillers she talks about in and sc

such as Ted Bundy, Warren Leslie in power,
Foress, Dennis Rader, Richard Ramirez
and Israel Keyes (whose ideal was Ted
Bundy) spent years living in and

people for as long as it could, before it

killers off the hook. But she Murderdand: Crime and  moves to-and-fro between Incriminating materlal he has, and
goesbeyond the descriptions  Bloodlustin the Time of  these universes, situatingthe  appendsitwith the sentence, “No
Serial Killers kdllersand the killings within ~ worrles — hell be hack”
crimes and victims (and the by Caroline Frased aframework of ather con-  Murderfane is not fora casual true-
Pultlished by Flest tempaeary happenings, -
Ingreading) and bringstolighe  480pages 32085 mlngswlthanimpacu( hei-ganneamarmwe thisbook s
theequallyhelnons crimesof =~ <ocssssmnnmms elther a mi 1 tensive, as its lengthy
anlndusl:rythal)uwwlngy Inasingle chapter, for "Motes” sectlon testifies. It looks at past
vith those Instance, | hot- Lk tions, adifferent and
hal, hese monsters. he tell: Frank Herbert based ‘endsup telling a fascinating story.
Numrpﬂse.theindustryslend.fasdy the world of Dune on Tacoma; of the
denled harming the environment or the amack on 20-year-olds Lisa Wick and The reviewer i a freelance writer and

Lonnie Trumbell; the death of the translator
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Small banks, big deal

Relaxed priovity sector lending norms will help SFBs

n line with its recent credo of easing
I regulatory curbs on credit, the Reserve Bank of

India (RBI) has proposed a significant
relaxation inits rules governing small finance banks
(SFBs). Beginning this financial year, SFBs will be
required to meet a priority sector lending (PSL)
target of only 60 per cent compared to the 75 per cent
in place until last year.

As with other classes of banks, small
finance banks must continue to extend 40
per cent of their net credit to agriculture,
micro enterprises, weaker sections,
affordable housing, renewables and other
designated priority sectors, Earlier they
were required to earmark an additional 35
per cent towards any one of these segments
— this has now been reduced to 20 per cent.,
This relaxation may not materially hurt
credit flow tothe targeted sectors as SFBs
account for less than 5 per cent of
outstanding priority sector credit from
scheduled commercial banks, SFBs have
been exceeding their PSL mandates and can
now take up such lending based on
commercial logic. The relaxation of PSL
norms for SFBs is positive on three counts,
For one, with 15 per cent of their available
eredit now released from PSL obligations,
SFBs can now pursue more diversified
lending opportunities, reducing loan book
concentration, Rising stress in microfinance
loans for instance, has been a key concern
for SFBs lately, The relaxed PSL quota
would allow them to prune microfinance
exposure and step up lending vo secured
segments such as affordable housing loans,
loans against property or gold loans,

Twio, with 40 per cent (25 per cent
earlier) of their credit flow now freed up,
SFBs can flexibly switch between their
traditional lending segments and newer
ones like retail loans to the salaried, and
expand their presence in markets where
there are deposit-taking opportunities.
Three and most important, a diversified
loan book will smoothen the transition of
established SFBs into mainstream banks,
While RBI has allowed SFBs to apply for
universal banking licences, very few of them
have taken up the option with their
concentrated exposures acting as an
impediment. Given the snail’s pace at which
REI has handed out new universal bank
licences in recent years, SFBs converting to
universal banks can inject much-needed
competition into the banking sector, The 60
per cent PSL mandate also aligns SFB
lending mandates with UCBs (urban
co-operative banks) reducing the regulatory
arbitrage between the two types of banks,

For awhile now, REI has been trying to
push the lightly regulated UCBs with high
failure rates to apply for SFB licences, So far,
the higher PSL norm apart from tighter
prudential norms on capital adequacy and
accounting have proved a deterrent. In
recent years, KRBT has had to make one too
many tweaks to its PSLquotas and
definitions o keep up with evelving credit
markets, Micro-management of credit flow
impedes loan availability vo deserving
borrowers, while promoting lazy banking.

POCKET

RAVIEANTH

ABHUIT DAS

ndia’s average tariff during the
past decade of 8-11 per cenr, as
against the US' 2-3 per cent, has
Ex pted President Trump o
itate revaliatory action. Many
economists have decried India’s use of
high tariffs as being protectionist,
rassing manufacruring costs,
constraining supply chain invegrarion
and harming the Indian economy, [t
should, therefore, not be surprising that
these experts have taken the present
rumuls in international trade to
thar it would be in India's own interest
o cut ies tariffs undlaterally.
How does the ourri)
of India’s high rari ffs square up with
India's experience of using rariffs over
the last few years? While India's average
rarlffs are high, the government appears
o have uued this pal]c'memunen:
Fie | duties
m\lnpuu nuhnml\da]ly]nwwd\an those
on final goods, sure sector belng a good
example. Iralsovarled the durlesto
respond to both consumer and producer
Interests, and this was prominently
evident in the edible oil sector. These
have often been ignored by trade
amalyscs. Further, three specific episodes
on tariffs go against the grain of logic of
the eminent economists,
First, the automobile sector as

il |

Needed, a nuanced
tariff policy

PROTECTION MATTERS. A mix of high, moderate and low tariffs on different products
is required to balance domestic producers’ interest and consumer welfare

Nokia had established its manufacouring
facility in India during the days when
rariffon mebile phones was zero.
However, what we are witnessing today,
evenat 1020 peT cent mnff: Ja

competition in the I'T hardware sector
under the zero-dury regime appears 1o
have been almost forgorten,

ALTERNATIVES TO TARIFFS

the maost imp Segment
ofindia's manufacturing According to
the Press Information Bureauw, almaost
half of Indias m(almannlar:(urln;
valwe-added arises from this secror. It is
no secret that during 19908 and 20008
India succeeded in creating this vibrant
sector on the back of 60-125 per cent
rarlffs on auromobiles, [f the
government had followed the
prescriprion of g low tariffs In

ingatasignif
acale,

What happened when India removed
rarlffsina leular sector ower a s
of 5-7 years? This brings us to the third
useration, Af(er]runlngdm

Thave suggeated Two
alternatives to tariffs for according
protection to India's domestic

g, Firse, ct producers by
depreciaring the currency, therel
making Jmpnrm costlier. From multiple

this sector, forelgn players would have
preferred 1o awtomobiles ro Indls
rather 1hamn|mrJnan crea(lng

uring

Further, ‘moderate tarlffs on auto pa.ru
and components, coupled with local

measure that goes beyond international
norms. Further, given the high
compliance costs, most domestic
ucers, eapecially the smaller omes,
mwh&ly mpg able to meet the
stringent S5 norms, Consequently,
they would be prevented from even
selling in the domestic marker, Thus, we
would be shooting oursedves in the foor,
ifwe try touse SPS measures to reduce
imports with the objective of protecting

Informarion | at this suggestion is our domestic producers.

the WTO, during 1997- 2{‘.05 India pmhlema(l.c Unilike tariffs, which can be Haqedmaln]y on theorerical

eliminared rariffs on abour 200 s fixedat different d dirsg on the i many ists have

m(lle I'T hardware sector. Thishad a sennl(lwrynﬁl\.e&ummc]ndunry used abroad brush to condemn India’s
g impact on domestic currencydeprena(lnnwnul.dheaﬂnn( high (arl.ﬂsHawww based on India's

hardwareprmiumrg whose share in insrrument thar would 18 in r_'hepn( In specific sectors,

domestic demand plunged from around
70 per cent in early | 0 35-40 per
cent within a few years after India
eliminared tariffs in this sector. Thisis
what the website of the Department of

stry from Indla",

sourcing req far 5, O iues to say il raday:
helped create a robust u.pa(msm “India’s experience with the I'TA kas
industry of these Inpurs. heanmnndl_smumng,mumﬂmn
Second, inthe last 2-3 years, the wiped out the [T
bile handset sector by gedasa Unforrunately, the failure of the Indian
star perf 1 Ing, With d ic industryto f port

tariffs on smartphones being :.em tll
2017, most forelgn Investors showed
lirtle Interest in establishing
manufacturing/assembly facilities in
India, However, after imposing a tariff of
10 per cent in 2017, foreign players
found it profitable to assemble
smartphones in India,

Of course, ﬂankLngfnlee& suchas
subsidies under the PLI scheme would
also have atrracred them. No doubt

It is no secret that
during 1990s and 2000s
India succeeded in
creating a vibrant
automobile sector on the
back of 60-125 per cent
tariffs on automobiles

afall products, Fusther, curre
depupd'allm wnuld]mpar:( m:g
economic variables, such as repayment
of forelgn borrowings, It would also
make the countey vilneralile to t'he

amore nuanced approach to this policy
Instrument is wareanted. It is not the
case that high rariffs alone will createa
vibrant domeszic industry. But it is also
rue that on account of handicaps such.

charge of bel
—anisgue ﬁrmlyln lmmp s cross-hairs,
Clearly, this suggestion appears flawed
and oflimited E‘RJE pres
The second nupges'(lnn oentres
around uging sanitary and
phyro-sanitary (SPS) measures —
standards on food safery and animal and
plant health — o rescrict impors of
agrl.culturalpmdnma Fromtwo
thisisan
healf-baked ides, Based on past
rlence, there's a big question mark
m\dls 's alhlllr)l w megl:qdm technical
requirements of nclalmﬁcjunnﬁcsdnn

fr ure defi les, loglstics
costs, high cost of capiral, subsl
agricultural imports, ete,, without triff
protection many segments of our
domestic producers will not be able o
face import competition. Till the time
these handicaps are addressed, India
m.a{ have little option than use a mix of

meoderate and low tariffs

stm:epca]lym different products not
only to protect and promote the
interests of its domestic producers but
also balance it with consumer welfare.

The mriter ban intarrational erade espert and asther

arappropriate ment of ri
o putting in place a stringent S sps

g Viems
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Defence sector firing on all cylinders

This growth is driven by the industrial base of PSU, private conglomerates, MSMEs, and start-ups

—
Haman Mishra
Palakh Jain

n this volatile arena of geopolirics,

conflicts breed not just cantion but

catalysis, The recent skirmishes and
helghtened rensions berween Indiaand
Paklstan have refocused national
attention on military preparedness —
not merelyas a securiry imperative but
as an economic opportunity. With global
mllna?l expendimure witnessing a record
surge, India alms ro rransition from the
world's largest arms importer toa
competitive defence exporter and
manufacturing hub,

I April 2025, Hind 1 1

dependency Is quickly shifting,
Mgo.rd.ln'ﬁ:: qufamzmlnlslgr Teajnath
Singh, India's defence exports have seen
a 34% jump — from T686 crore In
FY2013-1400 23,622 crove In
FY2024-25 (PIB, 2025), Simultaneously,
domestic defence production is
Em]ccmd toexceed T1.6lakh crore this
al year (Ministry of Defence, 2025),
This grewth is driven by the concrete
Industrial base of public sector
undertakings (PSUs), private
conglomerates, MSMEs, and start-ups,
Policles like the ‘Make In India’
initiarive, liberalised FDI norms {now
upto M per cent under the awtomatic
roure ), and the Sn-l(eFI.c Partnership
Maodel d, it

Lrd (HAL) soared roa record market
cap, artribured to numerous export
deals that placed India among tl
world's top 25 defence exporters (P18,
2025). From Armenia to Vietnam, New
Delhi's fighter jets and missile systems
are galning global traction, This
rransformation s 4 consequence of
calibrared y domestic capaci
mldlng,ng'l,::lﬂﬂramgjc mﬂlgnnnqmat
self-reliance in defence is a twin engine
nfnatlonalqrmmm
mueroeconcmic growth.

Historically, India's defence industry
has been Import-heavy. According to
SIPRL, India acoounted for abour 11 per
cent of global arms Imports between
2018 and 2022, However, this

i1 ¥
like Tara Advanced Sysvems, LET, and
Bharat Ferge to manufacture equipment

N . J
DEFENCE EXPORTS. Gaining traction

Rillion, The global average defence
?wndmg now stands at L5 per cent of
0P, with major powers investing
aggressively in technological driven
warfare (S1PRI Military Expendirure,
20125, India's trajectory mirrors nations
like Israel, South Korea, and Turkey —
which have transformed domestic

— ranglng from Tej jetato
Pinaka MBRLs and BrahMos missiles.
Inndia has set a goal of reaching €3 lakh
crore i annaal defanmﬂ&ﬁmdmmn
FY2029, Even the actu fonof 1 per
cent share of the projected #3 wrillion
plobal defence market could rranslate to
an incremental 330 billion In exports
(Ministry of Defence, 20247,

WINDOW OF OFFORTUNITY
India's defence expansion is partof a
broader global surgelnmJLlnry

del'eiylce carzhl.'lll.ie.q Il::c:ﬁl.:ihal P;xpnn:

Hayraktar drones and South Korea's K9
howitzers now feature in NATO
arsenals,
Investor interest in India’s defence
sector has surged. Benmen. Jammry and
11 20025, defe

impoeted systems, .I\.ddltlnmllf
Innovatlons for Defence Excellence
(IDEX) feamework is nurturing over 300
start-ups across Al, drones, survelllance,
and electronic warfare technologies,
Also, the 2025 Union Budget increased
the capiral outlay for defence
madernisation by 13 per centand
introduced the Defence Industrial
Corridor Development Fund,

India's defence sector s no longera
cost centre — it is becoming a growth
mulriplier, Robust defence e: ]
onnl.dl:elp srabilise India's clm:(
account deficit and secure InnF term
FI Aows, While momentum 1 strong,
several bortlenecks persist. India's
procurement cycles are often marred by
delays and bureaucraric red tape,
Inzellecrual property restrletions and
lirnired technology rransfer from foreign
OEMs continue 1o constraln high-end
platform development. Moreaver,
there's awidening skill gap in
defence-specific manufacturing,
]nnLculsrlymemerglng areas llhcyber

rf d aeros

outperformed the lery 50 h}l an average
of 12-15 per cent. This sentiment is
backed by substantive government
support, The Defence Acquisition
Procedure {DAF) 2020 now mandates
minimum indigenous content in capical

apendin, 8 s 20124
rgﬁan g%;ahlml]nar)l qu::inn.re rose
by 9.4 per cent year-on-year, to §2,718

The Positive
tnd:semgednn List, currently at 509
irems, alms to eliminate dependency on

Unless addmnedthmugh instirutional
reforms and cross-sectoral
eollaboration, these roadblocks could
blunt India’s competitive edge just as
the global opportunicy widens,

Mishrals Dactoral Reseancher, Bennest Unersiy; Jan
s Senlor Visking Felow, Pable India Foundaton, Views
are persoral

"“Perhaps all investors have a chance of
winning a Nobel Peace Prize each if they
short defence stocks hard enough?!”

® LETTERS TO EDITOR Send your letters by mail to bleditar@thehind u.cain or by past to“Letters to the Edi

GST reforms

This refers to 'Rate rationalsation

to counter fake ergities and fake
biling,

wil Improve GST system’ (dune 263, Bal Govind
The Finance Minister promised GST ks

raticnalisation inthe last Budges and

it s high i P Rates _t

AT collectiors have been Eventhoughthe G5T regime s
encauraging, and the 65T Council fulflling the goal of'One Nation, Bne
hasdanewel inthe st eight years,  Tax'andalsa servingthe purpose of

and time has come far it to move
towards athree-rate regime, GST
reforms such s beinging ATF and
ratural gas under GST and remaving
the by on medical insurance
premium shauld be leaked at
pesitively Indeed structural refarms
lik= eperatiaralising the GST
apacliaee Triaunal shauld be
priaritised besides usng techasiogy

replacing the mukiple ta regime, the
elevated rates cf taves are
Counzer-productive to ConsLmptian,
which i critical far stimudating
dyraeismin the eccnomy. Given the
changgfetc yeserdag'

Iuswuri tials, yet

T Kasturi

BS5-Hi0, Anna Salai, Chennai 800002,

manyirstances of under.reparting,
tax evasion and misuse of input ta
cred. it is imperative b strengthen
the prevertive vigitance systems ta
eliminate cormuption and ensure
correct payment af tases.

VEK Pillad

Charganacharsy, Kerals

MSME emissions

This refers ta MSMEs need to cut
emissians’ (June 25). MSMES must
be encauraged to use renswable
energy sources and recuce their
dependence on fossi fuels The

tares remain th-e ame,
Despite the measures taken ta stap
Ieakages of tax revenues, there are

their part, should participate in the
carbon credit market.

N8 Nagurajen

Sk, TH

Safetyinthe skies

This refers to DGCA'Ss air-safety
audit Fnds multile lapses at airlines,
hubs' (June 25} While A India cwes

Riys' fare hike plan

This refers to the planned hikein
Fares by the Raitways fram July 1, The
proposed hike of 05 to 2 paisefm is
reasonable. Hawever, to retain public
trust, the Raitways must ensure
©isible imgrovements in services
cleariiness, purctuality, digital
amerities, and anbicard safety, A

anexplanation far such grave buity,a  trarsparent fare utiksation repart
mostqL I here:why  cou i
suchalate mwab h 2

the ration's chl aviation regulatar?
Whea knows, precicus lives could
Fanve been sawed had “all concerned”
beenalive tot heir onerous

sensitivity ta daiy commugers. Such
calibrated hikes, if magched with
service upgrades, can help balance
reverue necch with public
canvenience.

Vilaykumar H

b Mexdla L1 Phat N 8, Udyeq Vihar, Gosater hoidds Dt Gaastam Budh Wagar, U P, 201305, an beha of THO PUEL SHIND PYT. LT

& g the regu Fa
infrastructure far transiticning ta
clean energy sources, MSMES, an [
Eniior: Raghusir msparsitle Art].
.
ee
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WHY NATO MEMBERSHAVE AGREED TO
INCREASE THEIR DEFENCE SPENDING

NORTH ATLANTIC Treaty Organization
(NATO) leaderson Wednesday backed the
big increase in defence spending that
United States President Donald Trump had
demanded, and restated their commit-
mient tovdefend each other from attack.

‘What is the new defence spending
goal?

MNATO members have agreed to spend
5% of their economic output, or gross do-
miestic product | GOF), on core defence and
broader defence, and security-related in-
vestments, This is a hefty increase on the

NATO leaders during a sumimit in
The Hague on Wed nesday. ap

current goal of 2%, which was approved at
an alliance summit inWalesin 2004,

NATO members will now spend 3.5%
of their GDP on core defence such as
troops and weapans — the items cur-
rently covered by the old 2% target.

They will also spend a further 1.5% of
GOP on broader defence and security-re-
lated investments such as adapeing roads,
bridges and ports for use by military ve-
hicles, and on cyber-security and protect-
ing energy pipelines.

liomes of dollars more per year, compared
with current spending.

‘Why have NATO countries increased
spending now?

Russia's continued war in Ukraine,

concemns about a possible future threar
from Russia, and US pressure have led
many European capitals to boost invest-
ment in defence and plan to increase it
even further over the coming years.

Note that the NATO
the new defence spending goal by 2035,

Europe s al o the possi-

hility that the US under President Trump

will decide to withdraw some of its

How much more cash NATO

members will have to spend now?
This is difficult to say as the amount

will depend on the size of their

‘troops and capabilities from Europe.

Where will the money come from?
Every NJ\l'Dommtry will docu:lc onits

economies for years to come.

Also, NATO dioes not currently meas-
ure spending on the new broader cate-
gory of defence and security-related in-
vestments — so there is no baseline
measurement to go by,

But NATO countriesspent over $1.3 tril-
liononcore defence in 2024, upfrom about
atrillion a decade eardier in constant 2021
prices. IFNATO states had all spent 3.5% of

ownwhere tofind the
indefence and how to allocate it,

The European Linion has moved to try
to make it easier for capitals to spend on
defence. The EL is allowing members to
mise defence spending by 15% of GDP each
year for four years without any discipli-
nary steps that would normally kick in
once anational deficit is above 3% of GDE.
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WAR IN THE MIDDLE EAST |

After the fighting has stopped

Trump has forced a fragile truce on Israel and Iran. Tehran needs space to negotiate and recuperate. Israel
has shown it can conduct a stand-off war against the Iranian homeland. What next for Iran and the region?

BASHIR AL ABBAS

A DAY after President Donald Trump ex-
pressed his unhappiness, especially with
Israel, for violating the ceasefire he an-
nounced on Tuesday moming, a fragile peace
seemed ta be holding in the Middle East.

On Monday, Iran launched a missile at-
tack atthe LS military's Al-Udeid Air Base in
Qatar in retaliation for the American strikes
on its nuclear facilities in Fordow, Natanz,
and Isfahan. No damage was done, and
Trump later thanked Iran for providing the
US with advance notice of its attack.

Trump suhpcqucmly rejected the find-
ings of, thatthe LIS
bombs had set back Iran's nuclear program
by only a few months, insisting that it had, in
fact, been “obliterated”,

How should the last 24 hours of what
Trump has described as the "12-day war” be
understood, and what shnuld be expected in
the Micdle East ir

Iran’s calibrated response
Bathduri the Al-Udeid strik
the Iranian Supreme Mational Security
Council undedined that the attack “did not

=1 ‘manth al d

GOP on defence Last year, that
amounted to some $1.75 trillion.

So, hitting the new targets could even-
tually mean spending hundreds of bil-

the o
fund using joint B borrowing to give loans
‘o European countries for joint defence
projects.

f a 150-billion-euro amms

REUTERS

ALZHEIMER'S-DELAYING GENEVARIANT
CURBS BRAIN INFLAMMATION: STUDY

A RARE gene variant known
to delay the onset of
Alzheimer's disease works by
suppressing inflammation in
the brain'simmune cells, ac-
oording toa new study.

PAPER

known to be part of one's in-
nate immune system, and
abnormally triggered in neu-
rodegenerative diseases.
One is born with anin-
nate immune system, which

The findings, published is the body's first line of de-
in the joumal mmumity, sup- CL IP fence against diseases, It
port the notion that inflam- does not rely on exposure to
mation in the brain is a major O — disease-causing bacteria or
driverof neurodegenerative, NEW RESEARCH  fungi to learn how to fight
or ageing-related disorders, infections.
researchers said. Blocking the brain's inflammation

In Alzheimer's disease, one’s mem-
ory, thought processes, and decision-
making steadily decline, eventually af-
fecting daily routine activities.

Apermanent change in the DNA of a
gene, which can occur over time and be
passed down generations, results ina
ene variant — not all of them produce a
harmful effect.

The team found that the gene variant
APOE3-R1365 rendered protection
against Alzheimer's disease by blocking

process th
duce pmll:ctwr: L‘ﬂcl:rs due to the gene
variant — also called the Christchurch
mutation — in a preclinical model (used
‘before proceeding to clinical trials).
“This is an exciting study because it
supgests that inhibiting this 0GAS-STING
pathway could make the brain more re-
sistant to the Alzheimer's process, even
in the face of significant tau accumula-
tion," LiGan, a professor at Weill Cornell
Medicine {US) and co-author of the

d o pro-

an inflammation process, cGAS-STING,  study, said. PTI
Drishti IAS
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pose any toour friendly and brotherty
country, Qatar”, and that the US hase was “far
From urban facilities and residential areas™.

Almost all Iranian missiles were inter-
cepied, with no American or Qatari casualties
reparted. Crucially, the Iranian attack was
telegraphed tothe US “in advance”, was cal-
ibrated and evidently symbalic in nature,

For context on this choreography, the
American strikes did not eliminate Iran’s en-
richment capabilities or destroy its existing
stock of enriched uranium,

While the latest estimate by the US
Defense Intelligence Agency mggcsls Iran's

fearweal has been

set back only “by months”, Iran has claimed
that its G0% enriched stockpiles were with-
dravwn from Fordow before the US bomibs hit.

Arab media reports had suggested ear-
lier that Wiashington had supplied advance
notice of the June 22 strikes, and had com-
mumnicated privately to Iran that the attacks
would be a one-off.

Through the first 10 days of the lsaeli at-

US MILITARY Hi
. - L
FOOTPRINT IN oggL
> I
MIDDLEEAST * ., bt
— ; i - Iraq Kuwait
. ican bases | Bahrain
ur_s_iteswi‘ﬂueeent .I. . Jordan |Qatar
military presence I_
— Istael d ‘®_l
Egypt A . Strait of
Saudi Arabia o
t Harmuz
AL UDEID AIR BASE =y
Largest US military - Om.
installation in Middle East -

tacks that began on june 11thc]r.m|amoun—
sistently © thl:y
werewilling i
Lsrael ceased its attacks, and that American
bases mdudmgthuscm.l\rd:sla:rs'hwu]d

Soutce: The New York Times

for decades by Tehran, played no part in the
retaliation.

THE HOUTHIS of Yernen, whohad ended
their ceasefine with the LS in April, did not re-
sumranacksagamstl\rncnl:anshlpplng.Thc

Bt like in 2020, the US recognised Iran's
need to save face, and refrained from esca-

lating in response,
What now for Middle East

Mow that active hostilities hawe ceased,
where does the region stand?

Iran did not fight on its own terms, and it
would have liked to avoid the war. This was
evidenced by its commitment to resume ne-
gotiations, if Israel halted its attacks.

The June 22 strikes were the first ever
American military attacks on Iranian soil, but
it was Israel which imposed the most sub-
stamtial costs on lran by its sustained attacks
— decimating the senior leadership of the
IRGC and posing an unprecedented threat to
the Supreme Leader himself.

However, Iran's leadership and military
could recrganise itself enough to sustain re-
taliatory missile zalvos against lsrael, includ-
ing the use of its advanced solid fuelled bal-
listic mizsile, Kheybar Shekan.

For |ﬁﬂ. rhls wias both symbalically and

be hit if the LIS joined Israel'
After the June 22 US attacks, Tchran had
to find the optimal point between acting to
pu!:scm: thl: credibility of its tturals and re-
ng forne

gmannns - animmc\lpcran: The Iam:r is

Houthis continue i Its threshold of suc-
start or halt attacks on their cossi drﬁm-d : h:,'usal:ulllymhlt
HEZBOLLAH, the Lebanon Lsrael, hUS airdefe:

had refrained from going all-out aga]nst
Israel even before its capabilities were sig-
nific in September 2024,

region, and rael's multi-layered AD systems,
Any bombing campaign, let alonea “one-
off" strike, ¢ delay, not end, Iran's road

especially imp iven Iran'
BCONOMIC Crisis,

Consequently then, Iran had enough rea-
son to limit its response. Among all Arab
states, Jatarwas arguably the one where Iran
could risk targeting LIS assets and try to con-
tain the diplomatic fallout.

Qatar, which has positioned itself as a
m:urral mrdlmrinr the region's many con-
flict i I | and Hamas)),
has long maintained strong ties with [ran.
This relationship was among the key reasons
why Saudi Arabia, the UAE, Egypt, and
Bahrain imposed an unprecedented block-
ade on Qatar between 20M7 and 2021, The
bleckade ended two years before the Arab
rapprochement with Iran in 2023,

Advance warning by Iran allowed Qatar
toshutits airspace an hour before the attacks.
And the US military had spent the previous
weck removing its aircraft from Al-Udeid.

What did not happen

B Despite having issued threats, Tehran
refrained from closing the Strait of Hormuz
between the Persian Gulf and the Gulf of
Oman, which is vital for both global and
Iranian energy needs. Evidently, even a com-
bined Us-lsraeli attack on Iran did not amount
to a dire enough trigger for a blockade.

M [ran’s proies in the region, nurtured

Th | Israel's war on Gaza,
Hezbollah, facing significant internal chal-
lenges, engaged only in calibrated rocket and
drone attacks, drawing [sracli retaliation at a
level it could absorb, lts eventual war with
Israelin whldms leader Hassan Nasrallah was

to a nuclear weapon — should it seek one. It
is this dear inference that has long pushed
the US and Europe to seek negotiations with
Tehran, despite the severe imbalance incon-
wentional military power.

Unlike the “one-off” operation by the L5,

killed, . Andonune
20, Hezbollah's current chief, Maim Qassem,
while expressing strong solidarity with Iran
amid Israel's attacks, committed only o “act
aswesee fit” — retaining ambiguity.

— complete
Iranian nuclear dismantlement and regime
change. It could achieve neither ohjective. But
it has demonstrated that it can conduwct a
stand-off war against the [ranian humclan:l

HASHD-AL-SHAABL.
was anticipated in [rag, where the US has
bases, and where Iran has c\lltwatl:d the
Hashd ce 2019,

USmilitary action,
This has always been [ran's worst-case
scenario — and the reason it cultivated a re-
gional network of militias as a sub-conven-

However, Iran did not press this militia
into action — a repeat of its strategy of
January 2020, when, following the assassi-
nation of Maj Gen Qassem Solei i, the

tional defence strategy,

Iran's ahject economic crisis has only in-
creased the lmpcranw: for sanctions relief
t That would restrictits

head of the Quds Force, the lslamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC) launched
missiles at LS bases at Ain-al-Assad and Erbi
but did not imvolve the Hashd.

The Americans were told of the strikes in
advance, they did notsuffer any casualties, and
chiose not to escalate.

Unlike the hases in Irag, however, Al-Udeid
s the S military's crown jewel in the Middle
East. The 20-year-old self-sufficient hase houses
10,000 troops from multiple countries, and is
- g i i

nnn ofits conventional capablhncs more so
becauseof o

But in the larger schmr: or th]ngs thls
war has likely convinced both Iran and its
neighbouring Arabstates of the value of nu-
clear weapons as the ultimate guarantor of
security in the long term.

Bashir Ali Abbas is a Senior Research
Associate at the Council for Strategic and
Diefense Research, New Delhi

Why investigators cannot summon lawyers

AMAAL SHEIKH
NEW DELHI. JUME 25

THE SUPREME COURT on Wednesday ob-
served that police or pruscr:uung agcm:lcs

or advising
their dients infringed on the rights of a.dw.l-
cates and the legal

12 and June 18 respectively. The lawyers
were summoned in connection with the
agency's probe into the allotment of
Emiployee Stock Option Plans ([ESOPs) by Care
Health Insurance Ltd to Rashmi Saluja, for-
mer chairperson of Religare Enterprises.

Is attormey-client communication

autonomy.

“Counsel who are engaged in their legal
practice have certain rights and privileges
puaranteed because of the fact that they are
legal profiessionals, and also due to statutory
provisions,” the apex court said.

It made the observations during a hearing
involving a Gujarat-based Lawyer, who was
summoned by police for securing bail for his
client in a loan dispute case,

This came days after the Supreme Court
Bar Association condemned the summons
issued by the Enforcement Directorate (ED)
to two senior advocates of the top court,
Arvind Datar and Pratap Venugopal, on june

Alawyer is also exernpted from testify-
ing or revealing conversations with their
client, whether made in oral, written, or elec-
tromic form,

No other professionals, incleding char-
tered accountants, company secretaries, and
cost accountants, have this privilege.

‘What have courts said on such
Under the Bharatiya Sakshya Adhiniyam  summons to lawyers?
(BSA)2023, which replaced the Over the years, courts have
Indian Evidence Act, 1872, com- asserted that police or prosecu-
munications betweenlegalad- EXPLAINED tion agencies cannot ssue sum-
wisers and their dients are priv- mons to lavwyers for advising
ileged, meaning they cannot be their clients.
disclosed toa third party. In AV Povithran v. CAI [ 2024), the Bombay

Section 132 of the BSA states that an ad-
vocate is not allowed to disclose any com-
munication, even after employment has
ceased, except in three circumstances: if the
client consents toit; the communication per-
tains to illegal purposes; and the advocate
observes criminal activity being carried out
during the employment.

High Court quashed summons issued by the
Inspector General {IG) of the Central Bureau
of Investigation (CE1)in Goa to Advocate AV
Pavithran. The summons required Pavithran
toappear before the |G as the agency wanted
tovquestion him inconnection with a case reg-
istered under the Prevention of Corruption
At 1988, imvolving his clientwihose hank ac-

counts had been frozen by the CBI

Initsarder, the court noted that any legal
advice rendered is not subject to disclosure
under Section 125 of the Indian Evidence Act
(row Section 132 of the BSA)

“The rule is ‘once privileged, always privi-
leged’, Under Section 126, an Advocate is nnt
1 state the contents orc
any document with which he has become ac-
guainted in the course and for the purpose of
his professional employment,” the court said.

In Prorarn Infro v Stote of MLE, the Madhya
Pradesh High Court, in March 2025, quashed
summons issued by Indore’s Deputy
Commissioner of Police {DCP) to Advocate
Rahul Maheshwari, who represented the pe-
titioner in the case.

In this instance also, the court cited
Section 126 of the Indian Evidence Act inits
order as the reason for quashing the sum-
maons. The High Court said that such sum-
maons should not be issued, espedially when
the advocate is neither an accused nor a
witness,

What Shubhanshu Shukla’s trip to ISS means for India’s space program

AMITABH SINHA

TEN MINUTES into the launch of the Axdom-
4 mission on Wednes day, Indian astronaut
Shubhanshu Shukla made a short state-
ment. He said the lift-off was not just the
start of his journey to the [nu:matlnnal
Space Station (155), bur also the begi

the IS5 are emblematic of India’s steady
EMETEENCE 35 3 major space faring nation.

New erafor ISRO

Shukla's trip marks the start of a new
phasein India’s space program, where hu-
man spaceflight would become as routine
as satellite launches. Although the Indian
Space Research Organisation (1SR0) missed
its ambitious aim of sending a human into
space by 2022, the challenge put new en-
ergy into the space agency and forced it to
waorkurgently on the Gaganyaan program.
The project involves a series of manned
missions to space.

Human spaceflight today is not just a

India's human spaceflight program.

His rermark might not become as mem-
orable as Rakesh Sharma's reply 41 years
ago when asl«:d by then Prime Minister

mw Inclia loodked fre

matter of It is a strategic capa-
bilitythat can lead to special advantages fior
the countries possessing it Space, includ-
ing the Moon and potentially Mars, is open-
mg up | for scientific and commercial ex-

Sharma had said, “Sogre Jahzn Se)\cﬁchﬂ'
However, Shukla's statement and voyage to

and human space travel would
b: akey capahility facilitating this. There is
also the apprehension that like nuclear

1
Shubhanshu Shukla before the launch
of Axiom-4 on Wednesday. rr

technology, space could also become exclu-
siomary, with only a handlu] of countries.

cises that were required in the last month
during which the mission faced numerous

‘controlling and e travel.
ISRO has done well over the last few
decades to indigenously develop crucial
that are at par with the best in the world.
‘With human spaceflight, 1SR would shift

y echnical glitche
- ; LR

plans for space, including a program to send
humans to the Moon to build facilities for
long-term stays.

«can be useful for the program,

pace tech

up
for the private sector to play

whaose first crewwed mission is expected to
lannch by 2027,

an active robe. There are attractive business

based technologies. Thisis being seeninthe

into new gears, and build the platform for ~ Consequential technology United States, where the private sector has
accomplishing even bigger things in space. Space is going to be one of the few ex-  created a thriving space ecosystem. Despite
It has already announced plans tremely consequential tech-  being one of the leading space powers, India
to set up its own space station, nologies of the furure along  currently accounts for just about 2 per cent of
and land humans on the Moon ‘with others such as artificial  the global space econommy. As a result, there
oy 2040, SCIENCE | intelligence, quantum, and  isa ot of oppartunity for rapid growth,
Motahly, Shukla is not rld- clean energy. These are likely Alsno, nothlng fires the imagination of
ing piggyhack on the ¢ ilities of others T i youngst pace travel,

in the Axiom-4 mission, [SRO has been an
equal partner in this entire exeroise, starting
from the planning stages. This is also evi-
dent from the fact that a large 1SR0 contin-
gent, including Chairman 'V Narayanan, has

been

cations. Lnlik there India ha:
alotof catching up to do, space is one tech-
nology domain where the country is among
the front-runners. However, to retain that
position and press its advantage, India
bd neeed o k seting with coun-

last stages of the mission, This team was ac-
tively imvolved in the troubleshooting exer-

indianexpresscom nuEE Bl

tries such as the United States and China,
Both of these countries have ambitious

Therefore, India's capabilities in human
spaceflight can draw a lot of younger talent
to the space sector, This, in turn, can spark
i o, CT

the economy.
Wlu le Shukla's trip is a slgnmcant
ac itwould have ok

benefit the space program of India.
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Turning point in Eurasia

As Trump questions NATO's relevance and pushes for disengagement, the Indo-Pacific
will have to weigh in on new partnerships and independent security strategies

By C R.a\u\ MOHAN

HAVING SHAKEN THE Micld e East by boml-
Ing Iran's nuclear facilities and facilitating a
fragile ceasefire between Tel fwiv and Tehran,
U5 President Donald Trump has turned his
disruptive energies to Europe, This week's
NATC summit in The Hague is a pivotal mo-
ment for the transatlantic alliance and the
roader Eurapean security erder. But the im-
plications ol Trurmp's disruptive Interventions
nwnntml'lned to the Midkdle East or Europe.
Pacific, anl
cuuld herald a wider transformation in
Eurasian geopolitics.

As Washington becomes an agent of pro-
found structural change in both the Middle
East and Europe, new centres of gravity are
beginning to emerge. Among them is
Germany, which is repositioning itsell froma
“reluctant power” into the strategic anchar in
Europe, A German-led Europe could, in turn,
becomea key player in the future of Eurasia,

This year's 32-member NATO summit
takes place deependng anxicties about
the allance’s future., The basic assumptions of
NATO look increasingly unsustainable, The
Russian invasion of Ukraine, persistent
transatlantic tensions, anc Trumg's repeatee
quee stieming of NATO s utility have pushed the
alliance into uncharted territory, Trumg's in-
sistenoe that Europe take full ownershipodits
security iscompelling along-overdue geopo-
litical reckoning on the old continent.

The search for new strategic leadership
within Ewrope has tumecd to Germany — its
economic dynamo and geopolitical core,
When NATOwas founcled in 1948, its first sec-
retary-general, Lord lsmay, famosly declaed
its m.ﬁf “To keep the ;nmlcaﬁs in, the
Russians out, and the Germans down.” In the
post-War order, this formula made sense: A
divided Germany had to be contained; the
Soviet threat loomed large; and American mil-
itary and econamic might underwrote
Western Europe's security,

But the present moment dermands a very
different configuration. For decades, Germany
embraced constitutional pacifism and
avoided hard power politics. Even after reuni-
fication and ies ri lobal

"lI|||IIII'

German leadership in a turbulent Europe.
Under Merz, Germany has not only acceler-
ared military modernisation but has alse
taken on frantline roles = leading NATC' S
Enhanced Forward Presence in Lithuania and
pledging to permanently deploy a combat-
ready brigace there,
Germany Is emerging as a “security
E)m“mwder'an time when the Russian threat
anc America is not reliable, The urgency
of Europe's strategle recalibration is under-
seored by Trump's warmith towards Viacimir
Putir, his refusal to acknowledge a Russian
thireat to Eusrope and repeated calls bo refite-
grate Russia invto the GE, and his pressure on
Ukraine to trade territory for peace with
Moscow. But the bigger question is this: IF
Trump dOL".i not wievy Russia as a threat and
E will
need more than higher defence apendlnﬂ. It
will need 1o recalibrate its regional relations,
Trump's actions in the Middle East mirror
this disregard for traditional threat percep-
tions and a nenchant T bireaking geopolit-
ical taboos, His first term saw the brokering
of the Abraharm Accords between [sracl and
some Arab states, He is now seeking o ex-
tend these to include Saudi Arabia, Some in
Trump's inner camp are dreaming of "Cyrus
Aceoeds” thatwill pmmawnumulvsatlnnnr
relations between Iran and lsrael when
Tehran breaks loose from the stranglehold
of the present theocracy. The name comes
from Cyrus the Great, the l'!ru.mlunn who
the B fan cap-

[ force,  tivity 2500 years aga, the weak-
Berlin remained content to relyon American— ening of Iran |5 bound to rejig regional bal-
wrantees, mssnlldlﬂ e ances in the Midcle East,

anec " ancl
Russia's invasion of Ukraine in 2002 Shat-
tered that wisdom about Germany, Chancellor
Olaf Schole's declaration of a Zeitemwende —
a historic turning point —marked the begin-

As Trump rethinks US relations with
Russsiaand China, in Europe and
Asiawill have to rethink their great povaer re-
lations and book beyond the LIS security al-
liances, The samrdmdua abaut LIS commit-

hanmt!

ning of Germany's strategic A
E100 billien special und was set aside tomod-
ernise the Bundeswehr, the German armeed
Tovoes, Berlin pheelged tomeet NATO' defence
spending target of 2 percentof GDP, and took
the unprecedented step of supplying lethal
‘weapons to Ukraine.

European capitals
now resonate in Tolyo, Seoul Canbclm and

e absence of Asian | from
Austealia, Japan, New Zealand, and South
Korea at this year's NATO summit marks a
stark shift. In recent years, these nations

“That transition is now bei
under Chancellor Friedrich Merz, whose
firmer stance on defence reflects a broader
consensus in Berlin about the need for

sought to strengthen Asia-Europe coordina-
NATO,

gh N

None of America's Europeanor Asian allies
canreally meet the 5 per cent of G defence
spending  goal being  demanded by

Lurasian powers can't simply
solve their security problems
Ly throwing money at the
military. They will have to
find political answers to their
security problems. Such
solutions will inevitably
involve rethinking their
current fraught relations with
their neighbours, From the
war in Ukraine to the
bombings to restructure
Trans regime, and from the
:ﬂtmti:ming of NATO to the
shadow over America’s Asian
alliances, there s the
unmistakable sense thae we
are at the bireh of a new
geopolitical order in Eurasia,

€ Sasfioummar

‘Wiashington. NATO Secretary General Mark
Rutte, eager to please Trump by signalling a
new consensus in favour of spending 5 per
oent, glusm Mrﬂwaﬂmmawlthwm

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Better diplomacy than war, but the US presidents inconsistency amd Hmhmm
MNetanyahu’s political needs increase the dangers in this Middle East crisis.”

= THE GUARDIAN

Dictatorship of,
by & for Congress

The plot to enforce it had been
underway long before the judiciary's
action against Indira Gandhi

-

£

BHUPENDER YADAV

ON JUNE 25, 1875, India was put under
Emergency. People were stripped of their
constitutional nullls were in-

February 26, 1976, a commitiee "o study
the guestion of amendment af the

Inthe Hght of experience”,
The 12-member committee, headed lr,'
Swaran Singh, submitted “tentative pro-
posals” to the Congress president in April
1976 and these were then circulated
amang a sebect few,

The then Chairman of the Law
Commission of India, Justice P B
Gajendragaclkas, wrote to Mrs Gandhi that
while an amendment to the Constitution
was mmw “ack-hocism s unclesirable
anel adopti ist doctrinaire

icted on them, Critics of |

and Opposition leaders were wt behind
bars. Some of them never tasted
freedom again, breathing their last
while incarcerated,

Filty years later, the Emergency remains
adark chapterin India's democratic journ ey
Itmw be mcallcd mmlmed and can

Impos-
ing the Emergency was far more sinister
than commonly understood, Marry believe

Thee LIS Pre
American mmmlrnwnt to defend the

that Indira Gandhi imposed the Er
because she was rattled hy Julllﬂ:

sitians is irrelevant and inadvisable”. He
advised the then PM “to appoint a high-
powered committee to research and dis-
cuss the problem in depth for a dedicated
andearmpre hernsive elfort”, Sadly, no such
committes was appointed.

Justice Gajendragadiar later reiterated
his view that the amendments to the fun-
damental law of the land should not have
been beft toa party committec and that the
modality could, advisedly, have been a
committee of experts to hear all parties
and persons, He said that the committee

geredd by Trumyp's approach is bound to corm-

herelmm I'mm Rae Raseilly, By her awn

o by Barooah had “worked in a
hurl)' discussed ssues in acasual manner
ancl based its recommendations mainly on

The 42nd Amendment, infamously
called the “mini-Constitution”, brought in
sweeping changes. lts primary objective,
h.ued on the recommencations of the

Singh Committee, was to enhance

pclﬂlmpewmnnmllywk' i sensingan “in-
ashington, Merz mmﬂm ternal thmu nleumryIan political considerations”,

when he he highersp Evidence, however, sumeatslhc plot 1
Is not just about d lﬂg"— b way
of dealing with the existential threats to since early j.lnu.lry that year. Journalist
European security, especially from Russia Cwmll(.umrln]‘hoﬁﬂwﬂu‘ APersanal

Eurasian powers can't simply solve their ] (dabed
security problems by throwing monsey at the jﬂnuary!l I‘)?S] From then West Bengal

millitary. They will have to find political an-
swers to their security problems. Such solu-
tions will inevitably imolve rethinking their
current fraught relations with their neigh-
Touars, From the war in Ukraine to the bomb-
ingstorestructure lran's regime, and from the
questioning of NATO to the shadow over
America's Asian alliances, there isthe unmis-
takable sense that we are at the birth of anew
geopalitical order in Eurasia,

For Europe, this means a mare assertive
Germany at the heart of NATO. For the Middle
East, it could mean a gradual shift away from
LIS millitary guarantises towards regional rec-
anciliation. wlnthelml’ulﬂmtwllﬁ
A growing need for

llwpmmurthe central government and

‘Chief Mindster Siddhartha Shankar Ray re-  reduce the influence of the judiciary. The
Juesting i & p A2nd Amend curtailed the power of
pnscd mlr arrested Thelistalsomentioned — the courts to review and invalid ate laws
ward path taken.  passed by P This was done by
O Aagust 11,6 hpiece Matkonal cling Articles 32, 131, and 226, It also
Heruld stateedin an editorial the realreason — diluted the power of high courts to issue

for the Emergency, It said that the time
had come for India to evolve into a
single-party democracy.

In Indira Gandhi and the Years that
Transformed India, historian Srinath
Raghanan writes that Mrs Canchi's closest
aides hadl been pushing for a presidential
system, This syslelnmsmnﬂlmu'ddw

tataiship,

auCTaACY,

and deeper political and I'l'lllll.ll'y coondina-
tion amaong LS allies and partners, The transi-
tions will not be easy, but an America that is
tuming imwards should help concentrate the
minchs of Eurasian decision makers,

Indlia, which straddbes the three regions,

InSeptember 1975, BK Nehm, seasoned
diplomat and chose aide of Mrs Gandhi, wrote
aletter hailing the Emergency as a “tour de
farce of immense courage and power pro-
duced by popular support”, He wrote to Mrs
‘Gandhi that Parliamentary democracy had

writ petitions, This is the same power that
B R Ambediar saic was the very heart and
soul of India's Constitution.

The 42nc Amendment altered the bal-
ance of pewer between the Centre and
the states. States found themselves with
less control over their own affairs, lead-
ing to tensions and conflicts over jurls-
dietion and gevernance,

The centralisation of power made it
harder for regional parties t advocate for
regional issues. The publication of parkia-
mcnurymxwdms Inthe media was pro-

mnv:dthnthmM.hcmnd-
ment tilts the constitutional balance in

miust adapt, Delhi's growing strategic engage- “not been able to provide the answer toour— favour of the Parliament”,
ment with Eumpc its openness to partner- needs” and urged her to"make these funda- mmlnpwnrumnmdo 1o impose
Idle East, mental changes in the Constitution now ywas throttled as,
andmmrurrlnnmmllu tieswith China wihen you have two-thirds magority”, despite the mass jailing of leaders, the
and strengthen independent engagement One would have dismissed the letter i Opposition — which would later Form the
with ASEAN, Australia, Japan, and South Korea, an.act to please the PM had Mrs Candhinat — Janata Party — continued to fight for peo-
while deepening ties with Trump's America, approved of discussing these ideaswithher  ple's rights and the restoration of demaoc-
shoubd pesition it well o navigate thisemerg- party leaclers, racy. Mrs Gandhi also faced backlash from
Ing world of diminished certainties, The ideas metwith enthusiasticsupport — the ghobal community and was rattbed by
from sendor Congress leaders like Jagiivan - political inthes
The writer is a visiting professor of the Rarm and External Affairs Minister Swaran  where similar atternpts were made to usurp
Instiute of South Asian Studies, Narl'mlnf Singh, Asthese aides explored the proposals.—— people’s rights,
mace by BK Nehruon Mrs Ganclhi's instruc- But the basic DNA of Congress stays
rard‘ac(‘uwuil'un \‘tmremcaﬂd Deﬁuuv tions, what emerged wasadocument titked - the same.
‘Alfresh look at our G Congress leaders walking around with
ineerr The P gestions', Drafted in 1975, the document coples of the Cmsrllullan m attempting

pased apresidential system witha
gtﬂrlul fen and a 'S L’lﬁpcmrt‘mum

A

With fear and favour

Emergency sought to reduce judiciary to a cog in Congress's political machinery

jmlay‘mmumjudlml appaintments
effect inishing the
Swmm Court's rele,

Inresponse to Mrs Ganclhi's call o “ex-
plore B Nehru's proposal and party de-
mand for constitutional change”, Congress
president D K Barooah appeinted, on

temake people forget ROy past,

June 25 serves as a I'l'l'l'll er that the
Inchian Constitution is above and before all
else. Led by Prime Minister Marendra Modi,
the BIP and the country together will con-
tinue to defend it

The writeris infon Mirdster for
Environiment, Fovest &Climate Change

HITeEsH JAIN

WHILE SPEAKING IN Milan last week, Chicl
Justice B R Gavai stated, “The executive can-
not become judge, jury and executionerall at
once." Thisstaternent, while made in the con-
text of putting a stop to“bulldozer justice”, Is
infact indicative of a larger transformation in
India’s jucliciary. It highlights how cournts and
Judlges today, in lne with thelr constitutional
mandate, act as unflinching custodians of

it dlemonstrates that they are at Iibe‘nyra ful-
1l thiis ol i fear,

on the High Court order, Pertinently, Narain

Thad also approached the Supreme Court seek-

in]uthe production of dacurmntc.llledttw
Bl

Bireakcl Courtsde-

of "l jon. such as elec

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

cision in ADM jabalpur vs Shivkant Shukla
wherein the Court was tasked with dﬂh:llru[

e Bk

for the protection of the Prime Ministerwhile
travelling, He hac asked the Uttar Pradiesh gov-
ernment o procisce the dooument inorder o
shiows Mrs Cancdihi’s misuse of public funds, 2
request that was denied stating that to do so
would be against public interest, The Supeerme

Catutuded with e High Courtand called for

lewas not always so.

On June 25, 1975, then Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi declared a state of emergency
inIndia. The poditical instability, economic
Thardships, outright violation of lundamental

rights and social unrest that characterised the

period from 1975 to 1977 have been thor-

mhly chronicled, The mrrml! of lht‘
k

Uttar Pradesh, where Raj Narain, asamllat
Beackeraf the time, lostin the 1971 national elec-
tlons, Narain filed a petition before the
Allahabad High Court alleging electoral mal-
practioes and accusing Mrs Gandhi, who was
already Prime Ministes, of using government
wnachinery| inchiding vehicles and personmel |
tamnhmlmlmcmeusllcvahan
LalSinhaof the High Court of Allah,

alsa laying denwm the founda-
mfarnwmmu'nwmmlnfamwm

Soonafter, the President of Indiawas com-
pelled to misuse Anticle 352 of the
Constitution and proclaim a state of emer-
gency in the country citing “internal distur-
bances”, What followed wasa barmage of ordi-
mances, The Constitution was also amended,
The A2nd amendiment restricted ﬁmdanwn

whether could mk lhe]udu‘

tions dutlng the Elmw when Mtlclc 21
of the Constitution wassuspenced. A4: 1 ma-
Jorityof the Court was pmsuredm abide by

e it com..

toval finance and administrative and legisla-
tive scrutiny, Crucially, the present govern-
ment's response to adverse verdicts is not
interference with or dilution of the judicial
process of mandpulation of the Constitution’s
identity —itisclemocratic acceptance, This sig-
mlalhalthewmnmlnmuunlm Imt

B s ATt imacy
tair ghts, inc rghtio  ver,coerceor ,' the J.....‘.......,«nr
lie mdllml:ccuulclm e enfarced during its afficers. Ay disag it has
the Emergency. been expressed only within constitutional
Hwinuhra!enlytmmlidmdmrh un- Imndu.WhIIrG:w aumedluwlmhdaw

pawer,{ it contin-
wved onits pnhmablu'rm protocol, Justice H
T ikhanna wasdenied his rightful ascension o
Chief Justice as punishment for his lone dis-

sent in ADM fabalpur, The rament in-
stalled the pliane Justioe AN Ray to the senior-
mast past instead, Asit Judicial

oy anscder
auﬂmy.llwmrmmled by Pt MOdIM
fostered aclimate of autonomy, where judges
operate without fear of retrilastion,
PM Moxdi's leadership has thas seta new
yardstu‘knfmnmtulmnal temperament,

ing an innate respect foe the judici-

tal rights, expanded th
President’s Rule from six months to one year,
amended the Preamble o include “socialis”
and “secular” and reclefined India's constitu-
thonal structure, amongst other actions, These
amendments sought to create avenues to re-
tain power and subsjugate all due process,
These who criticised the suspension of chil
Ilbemmi and rutilation omw Cms:ltunun

Gandhi o be guilty under several prwlsilanel
of the Repeesentation of the People Act, I‘i’:i
ginghy. he barmed her

|ra1:lmlnns for a period of six years,
The PM swiltly moved an appeal in the
Suprermne Court, which granted a partial stay

lmllc.tclerstlncludlramwnt daynulllcl.w

rlihts Maturally, Indl.l’s values and Freedoms,
whether of the people, press or judiciary,
gracually corroded.

The bleakest example of this institutional

country's highest court toa cog in its political
mmachinery, This period saw the starkest exam-
ple of judicial servility. Consequently, the pe-
riodaf the Emergency continues toserve asan
unequalled reminder about how Congress me-
thesel s

aryand

It is a sustained affirmation o(judlml inde-
pendence. Today, the judiciary stands tll,rep-
rimanding, questioning and delivering deci-
sions with freedom. It is no longer an
cxtenslan of executive will and is an inde-

Instark contrast, PM Marendra Modi's 11-
wear track recore represents A defence of and
suppodt for judicial independence. Where
Congress, lec by Mrs Gandhi, sought to sys-
tematically weaken India’s courts, P'M Mmll
has allowed room for jucicial i
empowermentand mmmml:lnw
idenced from scores of Supreme Court deci-
shons against the government, often on isues

pillar of Itises-
sential to ensure that we remain vigilant
against genuine threats o India’s demoeracy.
Itisonly when history is correctly understood
and rememiberec that vwe will be able to pro-
tectour institutions anc uphold their imegrity.

Thee writeris full-time member,
Low Commission of India and
vice president, Mumba BJP

SAVING DEMOCRACY

THIS REFERS TO the editorial ‘Never
again' ([E, June 25 ), The 50-year anniver-
sary of an event which prompted some
I the West to boast about their earlier
preiction that Incian democracy would
not survive forlong is animportant junc-
ture to reflect upon. Though the
gy acted asa rupture and lam-
pered the evolution of India's constitu-
tional democracy, an optimistic outlook
of the same suggests that the 1975-77
period acted asan cvent o renew the re-
salw: of the Indian pcaple towards
verthe
acontinuous project and always in lhe
making, It is abways evolving,
Dewang Ganesh Thosar, New Delhl

WEST ASIA TRUCE

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, "A fragile
pansse’ ([E, June 25 1tis a win-winsite-

tiom foie all three countries involved, as
each has a story o sell to thel domestic
base, Pragmatically, though, Telran's
theocratic leadership did not have any
other option but peace, Khamened has
lost his loyalists, bran cannot carry for-
weard its attacks for oo Innn'. Naw Ia the
time for Tiehrs

that it is not in the interests of the Gulf
stabes to see a powerful Iran,
Karik i

THIS REFERS TO the editorial,"A fragile
pauise’ (E June 25), There ls every reason
to feel asense of relief that the ceaselire
between lsrael and Iran, announced by
US President Domald Trump aned de-
seribed by many as “fragile” and “temu-
ous” i holding and “going very well®, as
POTUS puts it, Leaked intelligence re-
ports [ fram the Pentagon) debunk the
claim that the LS striles destroyed, or, o
use Trump's term, “obliterated" lran's
nuclear enrichment sites, The general as-
sessment is that the strikes may have ag
best set back the nuckear programme by
several months,

G David Milton, Manshoncode

SHOCKING DEFEAT

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘England
heady at Headingley' (IF, Jure 25, India
It thie Iviggueral best matehs of the five-
mateh test series against England by a
crushing marginof 5 wickets, in spite of
taking a first innings lead of 6 runs.
Although it had the upper hand during
the Iir!il Hhree days of the match, India

real albies. Iewonsdd do well i

utilise

Dy Puie
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLWES US ALL

SECOND VOYAGER

Shubhanshu Shukla's experience will provide critical inputs to
the country’s space missions, especially Gaganyaan

N WEDNESD#Y, SPACE X5 Falcon 9 rocket propelled India's Shubhanshu
Shukla and three other astronauts from Hungary, Poland and the US to-
wwdsthc]nmmulSpachLanm(ISS].Shnlda,thrpllntlwﬂermr
based Axiom Space-c ion, is the second Indi,

after Rakesh Sharma in 1984, But if Sharma's voyage on a Sowviet spacecraft had a Iargcly

symbalic — and inspirational — significance for a nation taking its carly steps in space
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WORDLY WISE

ThE EART

I8 THE CRADLE OF HUMANITY, BUT MANKIND

CANNOT STAY IN THE CRADLE FOREVER.
— KONSTANTIN TSIOLKOVSKY

erent Middle East

Iran-Israel war signals a shift in regional power
dynamics — and a reckoning for Tehran's allies

RAMIN JAHANBEGLOO

ITHAS MOW become customary for people
around the globe to take sides easily in the
‘war between Israel and Iran and respond to
the strategic and political needs of this con-
frontation rather than to answer to theirown
conscience. Right now, the correct question
to ask is why we got here and, of course, the
right answer is that the ideological face-to-

face between the state of lsracl and the

] practical purpose
In the four space research agency, 15RO,
has taken large strides. From an institution that initially focused on harnessing space
technology for national development — agriculture, communication, water manage-
ment and disaster response — [SR0 is today making its mark in launching complex mis-
sions to Mars and the Moon. Forty mrsagu,mdla did not have the scientific acumen to
docomplete justice to the experi gh i harma's spaceflight. Now, as its
second space traveller makes his way to the IS5, the country is poised to launch its own
crewed orbital mission — the Gaganyaan isslated to take off in d\c First half of 2027,
The task i them back safely is
more challenging than the Mars and Moon missions. At the same time, space missions
today demand much more than piloting from their crew. They must be adept at perform-
ing complex scientific tasks, working well in teams, coondinating with experts on the
ground and adjusting quickly to rluru;mg r:nm:htlans. Shul:la Bm\codthc four astronauts

technology, Shukda's two- | g

the 155 wil
b i Indi

dfor G His} critical in-
country’ L mission. whlcht]\e.i\xlnmvuy-
agrrsm]l conduct infields asdi health, b ion, tie in

wnh 1SRO's recent research objectives. Muscle atrophy, for instance. As underlined

Iranian ing the past 40 years has
been all about hegemany in the Middle East.
On the one hand. the [ranlan Shiite clcnc
and the I

lived, until very recently, mth the illusion
that Iran was so powerful that it could fight
hack Israel and the US at the same time. For

y
the mistake of being immensely loud-
mouthed about its rhetoric against the state
of Israel and minimising the US power inthe
Levant. This was intensified after the end of
the eight-year war with Saddam Hussein's
Irag, with the starring role played by the
Iranian Revalutionary Guards, especially the
Quds an:!: Thc uncxpm:tr:l Kill ng of
Classem the Americ

in Iraq during Donald Trump's first presi-
dency was a decisive step against the mas-
termind of Iran’s proxy wars in Iraq, Syria,
Lebanon and Yernen. Despite the assassina-

ahility to reg

ty by recent images of Sunita Williams and Butch Wilmore, spac tionof Soleimani, the Iranian regime contin-
-ate muscles during: i stays outside Earth. Wil p d to push forward its b ic percep-
vely cell wlupulnlbmuulspao: tion of international relations in the Middle

East and beyond.

are not clear. An [SRO-NASA mcells
to examine the muscle repair process. Microgravity mimics, in a much faster way, what
apeing and disease do to musches. That's why the Axi i hich Gi is

Inthe past five years, the Iranian regime
has tried to attack Israeli and American in-

slated mbm]d on — hold salience hl:'ym\d the spacefaring community. Shukda i |s also
an fatx instructic ientists at the Delhi-hased
Centre fior Genetic Engineering and Biotechnology, which will enable him to study how
m)crugrmty affects algal:‘s carbon captun: and mc_',gm pruductlan — these could pro-
vide the t
Launched in 1998, the 155 Embcl:llcs the glnhal Emnmumtysl:ul]rctwr desire for
knowledge on space technology, India's sec voyager will have an opportunity
to observe its functioning,. Given that ISR0 I|as plans for an Indian space station in the
nest 10 years tay in space could
be a forerunner to many more feathers in 1SR0's cap.

v could be criti Hi:

BUILD ON OUTREACH

Centre's efforts towards increasing awareness of schemes in
tribal communities are welcome. There are difficult challenges
NJUNE5 fmistryof Tribal Affai ch tar-
1 lalch tribal-domi: I
‘two welfare schemes: Pradhan Mantri Janjati Adivasi Nyaya Maha N:lhlyan
* (PMJANMAN)and Dharti AshaJanjatiya Gram Ltkarsh Abhiyan{ DAJGUALIt
i dine Bharat cards,
tﬂcund:rtlv: Forest nghts!\d‘ pmslmacculms. aswell as Jan Dhan accounts, while help-
Thccampaqgn "sobjectives — tomake tribal
aware of th schemes while p g “participatory povernance
‘mobilisation” But will be challenges.

In the past couple of years, the Union government has taken measures to bridge the de-
tribal ions and the rest. The PM JANMAN was launched
im 2023, rargeting the socio-economic development of 75 Particularly Vulnerable Tribal

terests inthe Middle East through its proe-
ies, like the Lebanese Hezbollah, Hamas and
the Houthis of Yemen. The Iranian people
had to pay the price of the presence of this

Many questions remain after
the United States joined
Israel in the war agains
First, what are the
1(1\(1\1\]1&1:{. consequences of
‘spectacular military
?Second, would the
Iranian authorities still go
for a comprehensive nuclear
deal with the US and
Europe? Third, will the
fragile US-brokered ceasefire
between Iran and Israel
hold? Last, will the Iranian
regime turn its guns once
again against its civilians
who dare to ask about the
moral legitimacy of the
country’s leadership?

Iran.

"syndrome of hegemony” by being isolated
economically and politically through
Trump's maximum pressure campaign and
the EU sanctions against Iran in response to
its human rights abuses, nuclear prolifera-
tion activities and military support for
Russia's war in Ukraine. However, despite
this, Iran continued to play a diplomatic
game with the Biden administration and
the EU, leaving Isracl out of the equation
each time in talks on the nature of Iranian
muclear sites. It also did not get involed in
direct clashes with these two countries,
However, on October 1, 2024, Iran fired
muore than 180 ballistic missiles at Israel,
and on October 26, lsrael responded with
three waves of strikes against Iranian mili-
tary targets. Unlike the recent war between
the two countries, though, Iran and Israel
did not aim at each other's citizens, army
officers or sensitive i ion:

might have suggested a crushing response
to the US by closing the Strait of Hormuz —
through which more than a quarter of the
world's seaborne crude oil passes — even
Russia and China, the two key allies of Iran,
have not supported such a folly.

The Arab leaders of the Persian Gulf re-
gion, notably Saudi Arabia, UAE and Quatar,
have tried to calm the tensions between Iran
and thc US, while not entertaining a Shiite
I rchofreg Butthey
seem to be preocoupied by the sudden isola-
tion of Iran from its weakened proxies and
Russiaand China, who
and have much to lose from the turmoil in
the Middle East.

Regime change in[ranis not an easy task.
Unitil now, ksrael and the US have been able to
set back Iran’s nuclear capacities without
perm

Things have been different in the pres-
ent war between Iran and Israel. First and
foremost, Israel could count fully on
Trump's political and military support inan
attack against Iran's military and its nuclear
installations. On the other hand, Ayatollah
Khamenei is said to have been asked by ad-
wvisers not to escalate the war after the
bombing of Iran's main nuclear sites —
Fordow, Natanz and Isfahan. Third, the
Iranian regime kept open the option of fir-
ing missiles and drones at Israel, as it did
hwurs after the US suggestion of an uncon-
ditional ceasefire, knowing perfecthy well
that the survival of the Islamic Republic of
Iranwas at stake —as in the case of the 1988
Iran-Irag war, Iran might run out of missikes
and ammunition. Last but not least, though
some of the [ranian military commanders

tic missile threats. Many questions remain
after the United States joined [srael in the war
against [ran. First, what are the immediate
esof Trump's “spectacular mili-

tary succr:ss”'-‘ Second, would the]ranlm -
thorit forac bear
deal with the US and Europe? Third, will the
fragile US-brokered ceasefire between Iran
and Israel hold? Last, will the Iranian regime
turm its guns once again against its dvilians
‘who dare to ask about the moral legitimacy
of the country's leadership?

Oneway or another, Iran post-June 2025
will lay the groundwaork for a new Middle
Eastern roadmap.

The writer is director, Mahatma Gandhi
Centre for Nonviolence and Peace Studies, 0F
Jindal Global University

FOR 'THE ELITES

Emergency served interests of capital, saw workers'rights dismantled

BRINDA KARAT

FIFTY YEARS AGO, independent India had
its first experience of dictatorship. [ndira
Gandhi's actions in thc declaration nr
Emergenc: of fi
rights, the ruthless suppression of all dis-
sent and arrests of over 1,00,000 people re-
vealed the fragility of our Constitution and
institutions including the judiciary, and the
es of the concentra-
tion of power. The all-out assault on democ-
racy was done in the name of the “national
interest”, to guard the nation against “inter-
nal and external threats”. Fake nationalism
is a convenient instrument for dictators.

Groups(PVTG)across 18 states and one LT Last year, Prime Nare ilaunched
DAJGUA, which aims tofill thei tural gaps in 63,843 villages. Large sections, how-
ever, have yet i uu.‘schcm\'\l'lulcrlﬂim-- inreachi
icallyinaccessible terrain isa major barrier, issue, espe-
cially for the PVTGs. In November 2024, President Droupadi Murmu flagged it; she asked
N]TI .'\ayog to facilitate land provision in tribal areas. Another challenge is getting the re-
cessing different scheme:

was alsoa concerted assault
on the working classes and led to the dis-
mantling of regulations as well as rights,
which were seen as fetters on capitalism.
India's capitalists had been shaken by work-
ing-class struggles and militancy in the
early 1970 The historic railway workers”
strike of 1974 was followed by a series of

inthisr in i
October2024 showed how many from i Adi i une strugged

to get the birth and death certificates necessary for amcsmng wr]ran: bcncfnsmﬂudn:

Tribal Suib Plans(TSP). The reason i p

ment due to the construction of the Dimbhe Dam in 1984,

In the decades after Independence, millions of tribal people have been displaced by
dams, mines, wikilife sanctuaries and industries. A sustained effort is required to under-
stand their special predicaments and needs. For that, must be priori
political symbolism. This outreach campaign can be a starting point.

1over

HOW TO BEAT THE ODDS

Zohran Mamdani's |Jrima|r3.r win, at a time when the migrant is
undersiege in US, says some heartenlng things
MAMERICA, ; = ©esibiby high, There are ques-
tions of how to raise iundlr\g find political connections and, for minorities and mi-
tovater don't look, talkorworshipas they do.
Zohran Mamdani, the Dernocratic nominee for mayor of New Yorkand a state repre-
sentative, his hat into the primary ring against party stal-
wansllltlm'mer MY Governor Andrew Cuom. If he wins the election, Mamdani will be the
o Indi

grants, the e

rst er toy bec of America's first city. His cam-
whmmmmn political cr i thatl iticians might want toheed.
F politici. often the most difficult: What do

you stand Fo(’Whatmllyuldu lnnm[tlwwh:r}?Mamdam at3s, ]lasbncﬂasuclal de-

yaliticians are forced into, azaclear
and that anti-Zi Titicised as ideal-
istic and populist( free bus rides and childcare, lurcxampll:] by his detractors but were ap-
preciated by many primary voters caught in a cost-of-1n
|sMam:lan| spulmcal mmmunlrm Onsocial rncdla,]nswdmswntlm slickand seem-

risis, What mast

authentic He s Iviuesli fian heritage,

peaking in Hindi fection for Mira Mair, in
his moment of triumph, struck a warm, human note.

Atatime when the mi; is under siege, Mamdani showst s ofbe-

g American. The election in November will be a hard-fought one. But the lesson for lefi-
[berals is that, to beat the odds, it's better to persuade the gallery than play toit.

. EE n

o Em n

actions. Emergency eliminated
the basic right to unionise, to protest, o
strike — disarming the working classes. In
aninterview with The New York Times, | RD
Tata, put it plainty: “Youcan't imagine what
wie have gone through here — strikes, boy-
cotts, demonstrations. Why, there were
days [couldn't walk out of my office into the
streets, The parliamentary system is not
suited toour needs.” Exactly — dictatorship
suits the ruling classes. We should not for-
get that the Emergency, by and large, was
hacked by Indian industry.

The day Emergency was declared, lwas
in Kolkata preparing to shift to Delhi to work
full-time in the trade unions. Our party of-
fices in Kolkata had been raided and hun-
dreds of comrades arrested. Chief Minister
Siddhartha Shankar Ray had already un-
leashed a reign of terror against Bengal's

Inan interview with The
Mew York Times', India's
leading industrialist, J R I
Tata, put it plainly: "You can't
irmagine what we have gone
through here — strikes,
ho}'l.'t).tt!i. demonstrations.
\V]\y, there were days 1
couldn't walk out of my
office into the streets. The
patliamentary system is not
suited to our needs.” Exactly

‘communists, subverting the 1971 electoral
mandate, which had favoured the CPIM).
It was no coincidence that he was Mrs
Gandhi’s main advisor in declaring the
Emergency. Kolkata had been turned into a
wirtual police camp.

Adter afew weeks, Ireached Delhi and had

launched. Slums were razed, displacing
thousands of poar families living around
the mills and factories. | was there on the
first day when the workers were forced to
move to Nandnagari, a resettiernent colony
at least 25 ki from their place
of work. In the summer, it was like adesert,

my first meeting with the textile workers of
Birla Mill. We had tomeet ina small office af-
ter the cw:nl ng, shift. Thc door was tightly
shut. le lamp toattract
attention. The workers identified the
Emergency as a time of increased exploita-
tion through a huge increase in their work-
Ioad. The anmual bonus had also been cut.
Iworked ina union with members inall
five of Delhi's big textile mills. Since there
‘wasa police deployment outside every mill,
‘we could meet only secretly in worker's
houses, The first strike i in Dclhl during the
Emergency tings.
The mill management was introducing the
four-loom system with no compensation
and with the threat of retrenchment. We
‘wrote out keaflets, used a cyclostyling ma-
chine to print them and placed them at bus
stops or places where we knew workers
would pass. Our members smuggled
leaflets into the mill. I would often spend
the night at workers' homes, getting to
lenow their families and leaming about the
importance of organising the women.

no water, of
the poor covered in dust. There were other
‘ways to relocate people, but the arrogance
of power made it inhuman.

Then there were the sterilisation cam-
paigns. The women would pull me into
their small homes and fearfully tell me the
sarkari person had come and given a time
for their to go to the sterilisation

myp. There was terror in many of these
plaocs and [ heard the harshest words used
against Mrs Gandhi and her son Sanjay,
seen as the architect of those terrible
‘Coercive campaigns.

‘We could feel the anger building up
against the government in the slums and
factories of Delhi. And so, another lesson |
learnt was about the strength of a people
united and determined.

The Emergency lasted just under two
years. India recovered. And yet, it seems to-
day that however awful it was at the time,
itwas justa dress rehearsal for what is hap-
pening today — the relentless measures to
dilute and weaken our constitutional

system with an ino

The management introduced the new the concentration of power, the
uring of India's resources to the top

the night shift of April 18, 1976 — and the suses, the huge i lities, the
‘workers went on strike. Harich Chand Pant targl:(mgofmmmtyrmnmumncs_Lcnh:
hi d “hartal v of the y be an

wias the first worker
hartal”. There was a huge response — these
‘woere the unsung heroes who challenged
Emergency's anti-worker face.

Dcmnonm renew our pledge tosave India's
democracy, India’s Constitution.

. N EXPRESS (&
% INDIAN E #

S g

- ‘_h“am ship suits the It was also in this period that the so- The writeris o memberof
ruling classes called beautification campaign was the CPI[M) Politburo
JUNE 26 1985, FORTY YEARS AGO
AIR INDIA TRAGEDY SECURITY BREACH curity Ja Bhatia, 32, had

THE AIR INDIA jumbs jet “obvioasly broke
up in the air” before crashing into the
Atlantic, according to senior Indian officals
who began their investigation into the
cause of the airline’s worst accident, which
resulted in the death of all 329 people
aboard. After examining the pieces of the
wreckage and the bodies of the crash vic-
tims, Capt B K Bhasin, deputy managing di-
rector of Indian Airlines and one of the four
senior officials who have flown from India
tolreland to conduct the investigation, said,
"It looks quite obvious that the aircraft
broke up in the air.

epaper. mduansxpremm R B

SECURITY MAY HAVE been breached during
baggage i ion at Toronto airport where
the ill-fated Air India jumba jet began its
Joumney. According to Canada’s Minister for
Transpartation, Donald Mazankowskd, an X-
ray scrutinising machine failed to function
after

passed through.

SIKH YoUTH HELD

A SIKH ¥OUTH boarding an Indian Airdines
flight to Bombay was arrested and a loaded
revohver recovered from him by airport se-

come here a few days agn, and was staying
‘with relatives, the police said.

RALLY LATHI-CHARGED

ABIG RALLY of Bhopal gas victims demand-
ing proper relief and rehabilitation. was
brutally lathi-charged and beaten by the
police in Bhopal when they tried to break a
cordon to gherao the state secretariat.
Scores of gas victims, including women,
‘were hurt in the lathi-charge. Two women
activists, Sadhna and Jyotika, were dragged
by their hair and brutally assaulted by
lathi-wielding policemen.

o En n [_
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Voices from the margins: Dalit, women
refugee accounts of the Bengal Partition

Though the writi

s on Partition are rightly about loss, writers are also lookir

at other areas. While a Dalit writer has written his experience of

untouchability, another new book underscores that women refugees of Bengal played an important role in shaping the women's movement

Sudipta Danty

t the launch of The Last Bench
(Elada/Westland Bools) in
Kolkata last week, Adhir Biswas
sadd his experience of
untouchability as a child was painful, but
also a treasure. With no one willing to
play with him, and the village oo
hoyeotting his family of barbers, he had
all the time to forage in the forests and
discover a world of other beings, like
mongooses and mynahs and a dog called
Bhombol, invisible to most like he was.

Hi . that is small I it
for the seute caste oppression forced on
him, first in an East Bengal (then East
Pakistan} village (Magura), and then when
his family moved to West Bengal in 1967,
Bengal prides itself on being largely caste
agnostic, but Biswas's Dalit and refugee
memair flies in the face of it.

Biswas did something about the
societal slight - he got himself an
education against all odds, began writing
in magazines from the 1970s, and then
launched a publishing house, Gangehil, in
2005 s0 that stories like his own could be
told. “Is enshrined in my memory - how
it feels when you have no place in society
— and | wanted to write about it," he said.
His heart-rending account — wriiten as
three separate slim books in Bengali - has
been transkated by V. Ramaswamy into
English, giving it a wider readership.

His life of hardship will be
unirmaginable o many, and the session to
launch the book at Max Mueller Bhavan

was aptly titled, “Growing up Invisible in
an Unjust World!

Just how invisible he felt is described in
his classroom travails, when he was asked
1o sit at the back, far away from everyone;
when he wrote every word being taught
on his cracked slate, but never had the
privilege of being asked a question; when
the teacher on day one decided he should
be called a *Paramanik’ (becavse he
hailed from a family of barbers) and not
Biswas, which was their surname.

Caste violence and poverty
Read together with Manoranjan Byapari's
Intevragating My Charndal Life (Sage),
Biswas's voice from the margins is an
important addition to studies and
understanding of Dalit and refugee life.
Byapari has written about his migration to
West Bengal, caste violence and poverty,
and his itinerant life in his fiction as well,
particularly in the ‘Chandal Jibon' trilogy,
comprising The Runaway Bay, The
Nemesis and The Interlaper (Westland
Books), all transkated by Ramaswamy.

Scholars are now paying closer

to the migration that happened

oo East Bengal/East Pakistan into West
Bengal and looking at the afterlife of
Partition. In the Foreword to Gargl
Chakravartty's new book, Coming Out of
Partition: Refugee Wormen of Bengal (Tulika
Books), Tanika Sarkar writes that
partition in Bengal was a very longterm
process, violence was sporadic, and
migraticn happened in a long, persistent
trickle rather t in a single torrential

movement, “1tis, in fact, difficult to puta
definite chosure on the process, which,
Joya Chatterji arguwes [in her books on
Bengal Partition| began and did not end
with 19477

Research has shown, notes Joya
Chatterji in her book Partition'’s Legacies
(Permanent Black), that in a myriad wuim
refugees drove change, “In West Bengal,
where landed elites resisted reforms,
refugees threw themsebves behind
communist agitations, propelling the
communists to power in 1969, They
seized and then squatted on vacant land,
demanded full rehabilitation as a matter
of right, pushing and stretching the
vocabulary of ‘rights’ in India’s emergent
democracy,” she points out.

Radical social reorientation
Chakravartty’s fumily hailed from East
Bengal, and several members had stayed
back there, "Listening to those who
longed for the lost homeland and to those
who remained there, she came to acouire
a deep sense of identification with the
land that she had not seen,” says Sarkar.
Her mother, the novelist Sabieri Ray,
has portrayed their life in a refugee
settlement in West Bengal in her novels
and short stories. Too often, writes
Chakravarity in the Preface, women's

experience of Partition becomes a story of

loss and victimhood, of violence and
oppression. “While the focus is valid and
deeply relevant, it does somewhat
marginalise ather areas of experience that
are no less relevant,” Chakravartty points

out that the women refugees of Bengal
have not only played an important role in
shaping the women's movement, but they
have also been responsible for a radical
recrientation of the social lives of Bengali
Womern,

Chukravartty traces the story of
migration — how and why Hindus
ahandoned their ancestral homes and left
East Bengal; and also about the [ifelong
yeamning for the "land of rivers” they had
left behind,

In West Be refugees faced
enormius problems, In that backdrop,
Chakravartty reviews the transition in the
lives of the refuges women wheo came oat
om the streets and plunged inte political
activism for survival, seeking shelter, food
and employment.

In due course, there were immense
sociological changes in the lives of
refugees living in the colonies, which
Chakravartty documents,

In his Introduction to Partition’s
Legacies, David Washbrook writes that
s Bengal is no less fractured and
brutalised by colonialism, Partition, and
the post-colonial state, "However, it does
not enly stand as a field of negation and
lament, [In several essays|, she shows
how even little people mattered, re-built
their lives, challenged and re-made
policies of the state, and acculturated
themselves to new environments."

Chukravartty's book on the lives of
refugee women and Biswas's on his own
erushing childhood are an invaluabbe
addition 1o books on Partition in the east,

~

HE DAILY QUIZ

Please send in your answers to
dailyguizipthehindu coin

French astronomer Charles Messier was born on June 26, 1730. Messier published the

Catalogue of Nebulae and Star Clusters. A quiz on hi

Prathmesh Kher

Y

QUESTION 1

How many abjects are there in the
Messier catalogue?

[

QUESTION 2

Messier abjects are classified as
what?

[ 9

QUESTION 3

MAS 18 an asterism seen In the
eanitellstion Taurus. What |5 its
FIVOME COMmMOn name?

QUESTION 4
wihich conatellation contains the
st Mesger objeets?

[

QUESTION §

How many nebulas did Charles
Messier discover?

M

[
Visual question:
Icdesritify the craters in the pleture.

astronomical objects

Questions and Answers to the previous day's
dally quiz: 1 Orwell was born here, Ans: Indla
2. Owwell Is best known for these two books. Ans:
Animal Farm, 1584

3. This is & memolr of Orwell, Ans: Homage o
Catalonia

o, The conteat in which ‘Orwellian’ is used. Amsz 1t
Is used to describe totalitarian and
authoritarian saclal practices

5. Cwwell's birth name and the reasen wihy he
chese the name ‘George Orwell’ Ang: Erle Arthur
Blalr; the name George, was inspired by the
patron saint of England and Orwell after the
River Orwell In Suffolk, which was one of
Orwell's favourite locations

B Owwell wirate about the importance af precise
and clear language in this essay, Ans: 'Politles
and the English Language'

Wisual: Narme this writer and the book for which
e waon the Prometheus dward, Ans: Ray
Bradbury, Fahrenheit 451

Early Blrds: C, Saravanan| Arun Kumar Singh|
Sonall Das| Dodo Jayaditya| Vartika Pandey

FROM THE ARCHIV

Know your
English

K. Subrahmanian
5, Upendran

“50 did you go to Shreya's party?”

“Oh, yes, They had some really good
stuff o eat”

“What does her significant other do?™

"Her what?

“Significant other. This is the term
being used in the U.S, These refer to..”
he hushand or the wife, | suppose.”

"Well, not just the husband or wife, It
could be the boyfriend or girlfriend.

"So, it's something like "better half"

“No. ‘Better half” usually refers to the
hushand or wife, not w boyfriends or
girliriends, So the term ‘significant other'
is much more general than ‘better half””

“1see, Shreya's significant other, as you
put it, is & chemical engineer. His name is
Ajay. Does everything that Shreya wants
him "

"He's putty in her hands alreacdy! How
very interesting.”

"He's what?"

“Putty, It's spelt pou. oty and it
riyymes with the word "nutty”. And.."

“Lwith the word ‘nutty'? So, the pou.t
in the word “‘purty” is pronounced like the
words hut’, “but’ and 'shut'?"

"Yes, that's right."

“Tsee, But tell me, what is putty?”
“Good question, Putty is a paste, It's
what carpenters use to hx the glass panes

onto the window frames.”

"Oh, I'vie seen that before. They also
use this puety o ill any eracks or holes in
wooden furniture”

"Right again, When you say that
somecne is putty in hands, it means
they will deo what you want them o do,
That they are easily influenced by
whatever you say.”

“In our films, the police are puity in
the politician's hands. Can | say that?"

“That's a very gnod example. My boss
is putty in his wite's hands, He always
does what she tells him to do.”

"Does he really? Or are you just being
mean?™

“lust being mean. | guess.”

"Oh my gosh! Look at the time. It's
nearly 3:300 I'm supposed to meet Ram in
the railway station at 4:00."

"1s he going somewhere?™

"Both of us are taking the bus to the
stadiom to see the foothall game, So, 1
asked him to wait for me at the bus stop
outside the station.”

“Well, in that case, you're not
him in the station, but at the station,

"1s there a difference in meanding?"

"Yes, there is. When you say you are
meeting someone in' the station, it
means you are meeting them inside the
station.”

"But doesn't "at the station” mean the
same thing?"

I you say you are meeting someon:
“at the station', it could mean different
things. It could mean you are meeting this
person inside the station. It could also
mean that you are meeting the person
just outside the station.”

“Ho ‘ar’ can have rwo meanings. It can
mean ‘inside’ or ‘outside’ the station.”

"It doesn’'t always have to be just
outside the station. It could also mean
somewhere near the station. Which
meaning the word has will depend on the
context.”

Published in The Hindu on fanuary 7,
1947,

Word of the day

Retrench:
tighten ona's balt; use resources carefully; make
areduction, as in ane's workforce

SYNONYMS: conserva, economise, bring
down, cut, reduce

u SAGE: The company had to retrench.
Pronunciation: newsth live/retrenchpra

International Phonetic
Alphabet: jwteny

For feesdback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Text & Context'
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NEWS IN NUMBERS
Amount for projects in

Pakistan’s loan

Iraq, Syria, and
Lebanon: World Bank

agreement with Asian

'HE 3@ HINDU

Ghana's debt

restructuring deal with

Amount disbursed by

The cost of Phase 2 of

the government under

the Pune metro

Development Bank

In § billion. The biggest amount went

to Irag, where the World Bank

approved 5930 million to help
improve the country’s railway
infrastructure, boost domestic rade,
create joba and diversfy the sconomy. The
World Bank also approved a 5146 million
grant for war-tom Syria, m

I 5 rnilbion, Pakistan
has signed a $350
million loan agreement

wilth the Asian Development Bank (ADE) to
boost wamen's financlal inclusion and
economic empawerment, Pakistan's debt
has increased to PRS 76,000 billion in the

creditor nations

in § billion. Ghana's
2 parliament approved a debt

restructuring deal late
Tuesday with 25 creditor nations, including
China and France, aiding disbursements
wnder an IMF bailout programme 1o
alleviate the country’s worst ecanomic
crigis in decades, neurns

12 PLI schemes so far

project

In T crore, In
2] 34 2021, the

government
announced Production-Linked Incentive
[PLI} schermes with an outlay of 2197 lakh
crore, Commerce and Industry Minister
Plyush Goyal asked concemed ministries 1o

In T erore, The
Unlon Cabinet
9 approved

Phase 2 of the Pune Metro Rail Project
comprising two elevated corridors that
apan 12.75 km and will be built at a cost of
21,626 crore. s

COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM

first nine manths of the fiscal year, m

prepare & roadmap for next five years, m
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Should the method of counting caste change?

What are the two phases of the Census? Why has caste enumeration been included in the upcoming Census, according to the Union government? What are the
reforms the Census should undertake in order to faciliate data that will be helpful for bringing the marginalised 1o the mainstream?

EXPLAINER

K. Marayanan Unnj

The story so far:
he Central Government has
announced that the next
Census would take place in
2027 and that it would collect
information on castes, Can such a massive
data exercise be made more useful
through a restructuring of the existing
Census process?

How is the Census conducted ?

The first phase of the Census, called
house-listing, would probably be
conducted between April to September in
2026, This stage lists all the dwelling wnits
in the country where people live, along
with several characteristics of the houses
and households.

The second phase called the
population enumeration phase would be
conducted in 2027, wherein information
om several key socio-economic
characteristics of the population would be
collected. This is also the stage where
caste would be recorded.,

Why is caste being recorded?

The recording of an individual's caste was
Last done in the 1941 Census, However,
that data could not be processed due o
economic constraints of the Second
Waorld War, Thus, effectively, the last
Census to provide data on caste has been
the 1931 Census that has become oo
outcated o use for any purpose,

Prime Minister Narendra Modi is
reported w0 have said that caste
enumeration as part of the Census isa
step the government is taking to bring the
marginalised and those left behind in
every fiekl into the mainstream. However,
given the limitations of the Census as a
methed of data collection as well as the
design of the Census questionmaire, it is
doubtful whether this objective can be
Fulfilled. A restructuring of the Census
guestionnaires could make more useful
data be made easily available to further
the objectives indicated by the Union
Bovernment,

What are the problems with the
questionnaires?

It is presumed that the questions that
were included in the draft questionnaires
for the 2021 Census may more or less
remain the same for the 2027 Census, In
the 2021 draft, the question on caste was
restricted to those belonging o
Scheduled Castes (SC) as in the past
Censuses.

By making this question applicable w
all castes, except Scheduled Tribes (ST),
and with comsequent changes in
instructions and the software used for
electronic data collection, data on castes
can be collected. The practical difficulties
of collecting data on castes is not within
the scope of this article, Information on
specific castes can be ascertained through
literacy‘educational levels; age at
marriage; mother tongue and other
lanpuages known; status of the individual
as the main worker, marginal worker or
non worker; seeking/available for work;
broad classihcation of
industry/occupation of the workers; place
of birth/ previous residence; and data on
child birth and survival,

While the data on ‘mother tongue and
other languages known’ may not be of
much importance in assessing the
socio-econamic status of various castes,

unemployment derived using the
response o the question “whether
seekingavailable for work”™ suffers from
conceptual issues and lack of attention in
data eollection. For example, this
question has a reference period of one
year, However, it is not clearly mentioned
as to how bong a person should be
seeking/or be available for work to be
classified as unemployed. Though this
question has been asked in every Census
starting from 1981, it could never give
useful data.

Information on "child births and
survival' collected in the Census suffers
from serious quality issues. These
questions, included in the Census from
1981, have outlived their utility as similar
information is better collected through
the National Family Health Surveys,
Getting any reliable caste-wise data from
these questions is almost impossible.

Information on migration may be an
important aspect to assess whether
people of centain castes are more prone
o migration. However, data from
previous Censuses seem to indicate that a
large percentage of migrants are not
counted or are not recorded as migrants,

Thaus, the only information that would
be available to classify caste are those of
education, age at marriage and
participation in economic activity,

While the Census does collect other
information that would help in moving
towards the objectives stated by the
Union government for the inclusion of
caste in the Census, it would need some
serious restructuring of the Census
questionnaires and process.

How should the Census
questionnaires be restructured?

information on parti
activity and its broad dmlhfdlll‘lﬂ may be
of use. However, the data on

2 »

Thie main of the house Hsting
phase is w prepare a list of all dwelling
units where people are living or are likely

tir b living at the time of the Census, This
framework helps in carving out new
enumeration b i s required and thus
helps balance the workload of the
enumerators, Several questions relating o
quality of housing, amenities available
households and assets owned, have been
asked during this phase from the 1991
Census omwards,

However, in the 1981 Census, th
questions were in the household schedule
camvassed during the second phase of the
census, that is the population
enumeration phase,

Transferring these questions from the
house-list schedule to the household
schedule would help linking information
on guality of housing, amenities and
i 1o other aspects of the population
easier. As there is a time gap of six to nine
muonths between the howse-listing and
population enumeration phases, linking
the information on the basis of house
number, name of the head of the
household ete. may bring about error.
Such errors may seriously impact the
reliability of data, especially for small
communities,

Taking the questions out of the
honse-listing schedule would also help
EnuEmerstons o concentrate on the Hsting
of all buildings, be it residential, partly
residential or non-residential abong with
the number of people living in them,
Improved house-lists would help in better
covernge of the Census. This is very
impaortant in urban areas which have
higher omission rates in most Censuses,

Such linkages or transfer of questions
have not been adopted in either the 2000
Census or in the planning of the 2021
Census (which was advanced due to the
COVID-I9 pandemic).

Without such data in the Census
net possible to answer questions
“What is the literacy rate of persons living

Numhcrln( hthzens: A teacher collects detalls flam awoman as part of the State caste census at Kandi in Sangareddy district, Telangana in 2024, FILE PHOTO

in kutcha house without electricity and
whether this is significantly lower than
that of others” or “What proportion of the
workforce in urban areas live in kutcha
houses?", etc.

The Census should be able o provide
answers to the above questions,
disaggregated by caste. Then only can the
data be used for identifying marginalised
communities and the extent of disparities
between them, Though collecting
accurate data through a Census on many
of these variables is not an easy process,
and though the quality of data might
suffer, it is the best alternative as of now.

Should some gquestions be omitted?
There is a need to make the Census leaner
by dropping unnecessary questions,
Several questions on amenities available
1o the household or assets owned by them
may have become redundant. For
example, ownership of mobile phones or
that of computers may not be as
important now as it was five years ago.
Similarly, questions on access of
househaolds to bank accounts might be
amitted, A shorter questionmaire would
help the enumerator concentrate on
getting more accurate respomnses to the
questions.

The Census has been prrmridm,
caste/iribe wise data on several
socio-economic variables. 1t is doubtiul
whether this data have been used o
ideniify the most backward eastes/tribes
Tor similar exercises that could aid
policy/program formulation. Hopefully,
caste-wise data thrown up by the
upcoming Census would be used better in
policy and program formulations, and be
used beyond decisions regarding the
percentages for reservation.

The author is a retired officer from the
Indian Statistical Service and a former
Deputy Registrar General,
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Prime Minister Marendra Maodi
s reported 1o have sald that
caite enumeration as part of
the Census ls a step the
government is taking to bring
the marginalised and thase left
behind in every lield into the
malnstream,

-

Inforrmation on migration may
be an impartant aspect to
assess whether people of
cenain castes are mare prone
1o migration, However, data
from previous Censuses seem
o Indicate that a large
percentage of migrarts are nat
counted or are nod recorded as
vigrants.

-

There Is 8 need Lo make the
Censud |eaner by dropping
UNNECessary questions.
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Long Live Cash! Even
As Cashless is In

Address behavioural motives for holding cash
Even il nomore the king itonce was, demand for cash re-
mains strong, despite the strides taken in digital pay
ments. The inherent contradiction should not be dim-
cult toresolve, given the rate of econom e growth that fu-
els demand for both cash and cashless transactions, In-
Nation has an impact on demand for cash by affect ing the
opportunity cost of holding it. Demographics, too, play
r people prefer todeal in cash over tech
led payment mechanisms. Degree of formalisation of
the economy also has a bearing, with financial exclusion
ac aconstraint ansactions

Concentration of demand for cash among populous In-
dian states can be traced back to reverse migration during
they - andd the conseq surgeof currency incir
cutlation. The event has had a bong tail, with rural incomes
taking h longer to recover to pre-pandemic levels, This
affects cash-holding behaviour, as does
spend ing patterns that spike with festi-
vals. Consolidation among state-owned
banks has contributed to the need for
bigger cash holdings by regulating the
numbers of ATMs in remote locations,
Indin also experiences a rise in curren:
cy demand during elections. Since the-
seare spread out over the year, this acts as a prop for cash.

Economie factors for currency demand are persistent
forces, with behavioural effects being less significant. By
this yardstick, cash transactions will eventually decrea-
s as o shareof the nominal GDE There may, however, be
scope for policy to address the behavioural motives for
holding cash. A young population with access to techno-
logy should influence the cultural preference for dealing
incash, as will progressive urbanisation. India is partof
a global phenomenon of rising demand for cash, inelu-
ding in advanced economies with almost universal ac-
cess to banking services. Further integration into th
global economy will create demand for Indian currency
outside the country, even as current domestic factors Jo-
sesomeof their significance,

[n Republic of NY!
Another America

In Republic of NYC, Democrats have chosen Zohean Mamida-
ni as their party’s candidate for the city's mayoral election in
November: I he wins, the 33-yrold Ugandan-Indian will not
only be the first person of South Asian origin, and first Mus.
lim. but also the Big Apple’s irst millennial mayor That gives
voan bdeaof New York as Planet B
its witer chutzpah for inclusivenes:
diversity Forus in India, senophaob
ool orlgin’ of people in public off
centreof /11— when Mamdani was 10
asafuture mayor can be mind-boggling.
The former rap musie producer stole a march on born-to-the-
manor former New York governor An
drew Coomo. Effectively, NYC's Demo
crats have plumped for the exact opposite
lmagee of the city's other son, Donald
Trump. Mamdani now enters the mayoral
race as front runner. andkdature is al-
soa pushback to Trump's viskon of the US,
It's ot just Mamdand's very voeal views on

ity that was the
having an ‘outsider’

e was borm, ks on the Tromp reghme’
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As Shubhanshu Shukla enters International Space Station today, India takes a leap in capabilities

THE ECONOMIC TIMES | NEW DELNI

GURGAON | THURSDAY

INDIA GETS AX-4 EFFECT

Creating Our
_ Own Space

Start Up

Our Star 'l‘rel;m

for

S Somanath

26 JUNE 2025

N inally after several hitches
K thai pushed the original 1if
ol schedule of June 11 back

povchad with nutrients. Spooe Micro-
algaelaro’ programme, to siudy how
microgrv ity affects mberoalgae gro-

ey couaple of urw-isx.i\hﬂll with, can also nssess whether growing A
Mlission (A thwm by specn e a ruatritho:
 jourmey o the I o l fooed . el alsas regu e 0,

schom Misshon 4 {Ax ) is all
sl bodhock, ol 155 fockae The
f International crew, inc

Inmicrogravity biology

| Spac
Stathon (155). This marks Mm«uhm
bt i e il of s explorat
o Ax - reprosents s monumental stri
dhe for I, 8 group captain Shubh

levels b closed systems.
5 'lll‘l‘ll s The Viyager Thr-

u
i

health sclencos, Al and materials ros.
sarch ql!l.ildnsn-nrrhw-rwlu il

ynan programme, which will valida
e critieal technologies and sireng:
then missbon readiness. Ry the end
of thedecade, development of BAS is
expected to begin, with s initial mo-
dubes likely 1o launch around X000,
Together, Gaganynan and BAS will
|I"\Ill‘tu|ll|'ll|hr\1fllillll s huiman

<I|‘un-h. thiny squatic organisms that

X Diragoan
‘Shuikla s the first Incllan astronaut

UL h e Ly
ons on Earth. How will they fare in sp-

to visit 1SS, and only Indi

1984 viryage aboard
cvcrafl. This misskon simifies India's
reentry into human spaceflight aflera

aon, whe
Jcrw bt o

ter India . slated

o 0% :Imn.uu-llp;mnnd

s platiorms
l|||‘ mh-nnwl nmhml s for

noss for fu

As ‘;hlﬂud begins hl! mlwkl\ el

in's schentific contributions ane also
ik vk prvsenee foll n g,

ma? This investigation can help iden
tidy cavises of theirextreme resilience
on Earth, and help in a wide rnge of
reseaach on humans, inchuding that

A1-year histus, underscoris
] ']

iy agge

» Co Finally how do eloc-

lity in this demanding domain, pey
ingthe wany for its planned indigenous
human spocedlight programme, Gag:
i, i 2027, and establishamont of
an Indinn space stat bon by 3005

But Ax-I's significanoe extencds e
beyond national pride. For India. itre
presentsa cruckal opportunity 1ogaln
irvnduabibe hands-onecperienon in ha
i spacellight operations. crucal for
the success of fusture missbons. 1t lan't
ot i thiks rorsewed] ingmigement with
human spaceflight. Poland and Hun-
gary — with Stawosz Urnanskl-Wis-
nbewskl and Tibor Kapu respectively
part of the crew along wit anmad
or Pogzy Whitson fron S e
oolls ws. This shared irajectory
mcross muitiple nathons (lustrstes o
broader ghobal trend of internat jonal
eollaboration inspace explortion

Shukla's role underscores India's
growing technical prowess. His year
long [ ] selection

¥ Rescarch Ax-icarries with i 7cut
gk rsmnhegerimenis, Eousing
o spaen blology and bioengineering:
@ Microakgae growt h under space .
dintion by International Centre for
Genetic Enginoe©ing & Diotochnolo-

The right kind of rocket

tronke gadgets and communication
work in spoce? Humeans intersc with
touchscreen devices differently inwe-
Ighiloss condiibons. Polniing a

s Axl pllot. serving as second-in
command to veteran Nasa astronaiit

s work differently in
conditions. Results coubd support jm-
proves design ot only of control de-

Whitsan, bs o nenit to his rig wioos for future sy butal
us training and exceptional soof regularadrerafl i doth
s Th scientificoxg mentsShik.  more comemon situationson Earth
I.!v\lll|u-n‘nr||1rnl-ull1l\'iam mlly  Knowledge gained from these ex:

ot
interesting, They are ot only crucial
o fitiare missions but also for gene
ral applicat ions.
Isrohas lined upasetof 7Tmicrogra.
vity resonrd h experiments, with ‘th

periments will be instrumental in fos
teringa robust microgravity reseanch
ocosystem in India

Ax s more than just o satellite
lauatich — it's m statoment of ntent. It

ipating
s paninesd by Noesa for its human rese
arch programme.
B s le-flexing A good e
e ks “Myogenesis Isro’ bvest)
gt heat, 11 ks woell-bonerwn thal astro-
nauts bose muscle mass dur
ingkong spaceflights. Wi
sts suspect that microgravity
interfores with metabolism
in mitochondria, tiny struc
tuares withincells that produ
ov energy. The experiment
tests the musche regalr pro-
s in bow gravity The resail

The “Voyager
Tardigrade-18r0" jiyutives.

nelia's cx 0 be-
cunming a leneling player in ghabal spa-
o exploration. I moves bey tra
ditional bilateral government-o-
BOVErTATENE mgreenTis, 10 &
o commphe, multhstikehol.
der model imvolving com:
mercial entitles and mul
thonal space agencies
Tt will also inspire a new go
neration of young Indians
W pursue STEM oarvers
with these exciting applica-
thons s prospective carver

ippeopleca Earth As India plans 1o estals
wiih age lish i by
nnel mssist athletes rocover- N, aned achieve manned
g Fromm sungery: Hiny @QUatic  unar landing Ly 2080, miss)

» Danl moment “Sprouts
s experiment. led by anIn-
dian group, will germinat

organisms that
can tolerate the valuable experience and in-
Most extreme b

oo Hikr A4 il ik i

£y (106 EB) and Nat onal Instituse of
Mant Genome Ressarch (NIPGR )
© Seed sprouting in microgravity by
Ilmwmlts of Agriculivrnl Sclences,
Dharwad, and [T Dharwasd
L ullu-ﬂmhm stdios on survi
val and alhp.‘l‘kill of tardigrades in
sposce by 115 Blangdor:
© Resoarch on muscle regeneration
under mlerogravity led by inSten, on
the effects of metabolie supplements
® Another [1Sc-led project examines
human interasction with ebectronic
dhisplays inorbital ervironments.
® ICGER also contributes o study
onmgaring nutrient utilisstion incys-
notacteria using ure and nitrase in
milcrogra ity
@ Indian Institute of Space Schence
anel Toehnology (1S Thand Kerala Ag:
riouliural University (KAL) project
irnvestijgates the impact of mbcrogrn
wity on erop growth and yiekd
These diverse yot complomentary

nu-.:um spoe lanwlscape bs ov-
olving rapidly Severnl commercial
and nathonal space stations are sith
er planned or wider constructon
Thise inchade Axbom Space's priva:
o statjor

Elue Origin's Orbital Heef,

WWW RCONOMICT|

THE SPEAKING TREE

Being So
Judgemental?

THICH HHA T HANH

‘When we kook at a human being,
we ook dewply erotigh 1o see that
an irdividuund bs made o many she-

thve maniner: W dossn't mean that
i 1k b e it wean it
that he may bea victimol trans-
milsskon, The negative seeds in
him may hawe boen transmitbed
o him by his sockety, his parents,
his ancestors or hisculture.
Wit you realise this, it will be
emlor b e compussion for him

(LS Japan
Fussin's proposed ROS, Nasa's Lu
mar Cabewy, s Chilna's Thangong
Statbon. These ventures refloct a shi
1t from pearely government Jod mis-
sions tomultl-stakeholder platforns
supporting research, industry and
space fourism,

“Tosremaln an potive snd influenti-
al participant in this new cra, India
st devpen ies international enga
pements, forging partnerships with
manthoual agenc chos and pr tvate. spoce
f

Theen, you will be motivated less
by the dlesire| e than by the

tochange
the environment, the cubiure, so

thiat the next generadion will not
e victin of trwmsmbsshon,
When you book deeply ol your-
self el you reotion one of your o
Pengths, you kaow you heve inhe
ritec] it from your ancestors, your
parcits, your cubture and so on
Ladberrveimn, youn sew e nogait ive
things in yourseld, such as fear,
anger and discrimination that
ey have b tramsmitied o you

s, This
portunithes for tofly. ||IL

oard missions beyond Gagamymaan,
bt plso peirnforoe India’s position as
& vital contribator to humanity's sh.
e ouirney inbo spoce.

A highlightsihe incroasing im-
portance of selenee dijslomacy and
technologhonl exchang ina rapidly
evolving, mubtipolar space u"ua)"-
o, For Inelia,

|
ot able i transform twemsehes,
that is why they huve passed the-
e {iknggs o 10 you Bt you hanve
n opportunity bo transform so
that you will ot transmit thess
negaiive things to your chikdron
Thibs way of looking at yourself
] others will ghve you underst-
mnding. A desire

ringg legacy first fgnited in e |Ih

oomronnt Rokesh Sharm

propels the nation toward o more ac

Nive, bndepenident and gobally Inll'l
raded robe kn hiuman speceflight

Ax-dis not mercly a journey o158

but adso a bold leap into the future,

ok g iew polvivas ko

M, schentificdiscovery: in

| national coogeration and

the vast potenitiad of hum:

an prosence beyond Ear.

th

toact inonder to transform.

STEPUPTO
THE PLATE

Onjium
Seourl

Onjium — literally ‘creating

fal skl of b In-
i |x porsed 1o 1«15»

ot s olkower but
as o frontrunner in
shiagetiig the s ol
humanity in space.
AdefIning trait of

v 1-
ing bioregenerative life support sys.
tems, essential for sustalning human

Indin's space jour
mery has boon lso's

o nltumunwﬂlkilarnu

» Strateghc implications Ax-sup
portsthe Gaganyaan roadmapand fu
ture misshons by providing real-time
exposuire and hands-on sxperience in
spoce medicine, orbital opermions,
crew management, mission planning

Inorbit, muld:lnllniumum-l\nl

u;-m.ln( i .|]u.1Nc-hn.I|d|l Iivbo e
Il‘lmm snplex space missions.

soodsofl green moonglmen:  conditions on  es ane demanstrake ks po-
prnmipand methi feougroek),  Earth, will fare shion as & major player in
whlich Form e basds off com. in space . This

maon lmllllkw plant hased
fioord inent,

Mamdand, a member of the New ¥
2021, h
ry i the pril

isof the owtsider over the ultim
Cusoemio, who was bhacked by Wall A Big Money:
rity rests on his foeus on cost-of-living ssues
transport, childeare, food prices. Whether he become
10th mayor or not, by his candbdature, we ane ren
the ‘other America’ ts still very much there.

One expected mainstream media to
have settled the fuck down by now

Terrifying F-Word
That’s Not ‘F*dge’

We hope you're not one of those dainty souls who choked

ve therapeutic propertios. Growing
them in mbcrogravity condithons will
o s Heow we oo grow and use L
ese foods in bong-term space missions.
» Find the algaerithm Algae grow
everywhere, and we will find them in
spmee stations and in human bases on
pliets and thedr oo, They arvalso

mlnh an I8 ne 1 Just bt e
aching IS8, s also about charting a
rew consrse for human spocel ight. bu
it on innovation. collaborathon, and a
shared wishon for the futuneof human:
Ity among the stars

The ity b tkew charenlhor o
proessr of physicn, Avheka Eniversits
Ko, Hur yursa

Thismission alsoali

u with India’s BioE policy which
k.nm on developing national lead
mlupmnkm-l.nm!mwlm-!lm-

establishing the Bhartiys Antariksh
Stathon (HAS) by 206 and sending a
crowod mission o the moon by 200,
The future inchudes o series of un
erewnd tost Dights umder the Gagan

elhive served ona e.'nu-
ol bl £
In&'!!ll“.llmdllﬁrl this
culinary stuclio fs part of an ins-
titute that has studied Koman
Theritage sinoe 2003, Here, food
s e st o howsp rossiret:
chefls Chao Exin-hoe and Park
Sung boecrall soasonal dishes
inspired by centuries-obd Kor-
A peciges, 1l with
Thmwosse for modkern

" still visit the market every

enhance its  philosophy of learn

t
[ e lesling.
far M hans Uy pa:
hﬁmﬂ::'m rinervd global agen.
spaceflight chos o absorh know-

lewdge developexger
N anel bulld indigonous capability
From early collaborations wiih the
Soviet Unbon and Nasa o mastering
satellite toch, launch vehicles, inter
planetary missions and now human
spaceflight, lsm s consistently
transfor mexd each international en-
Engement inio a foursdast on for sl
et progress.

market or Gyeong dong mar-
ket to
read the
trend ol
seasonal
ingre-
dients,’
says
IPaurk, sdeling, ‘Our ancestors.
wore clever o nothoe how ar-
dlisdy turmis swesetor in winter,

Ax-lianother suc L an
opportunity to kearn from L
and then translate those insights in-
o India’s own systoms, misslonsand
ambitions. It reindoroes a moded that
s long: dedined lsro's braawd: quict

comparved o its teste n s
e Elamby are st

el during spring and stored
vy o b et g anstumn
when they have fermented.
Expect offerings ke nyuneo
(seasoned

o), chal

resilbence, sciontific and
prarsuitof sovervign strongth in spoon.

Thhe wew er s farmeer chavirman, farn

Why Israel Seized the Ceasefire

2

poditical and military top brass, and
that the Dranban pecpde will rise up
vl topple the regime, It hod imvosted
iR nurturing resentnsent l\llhlllll‘al\
For years, ets who

e its popilation. Lsrmel coubdn't have
o warof attrithon with Iran, some-
thing its military leadership started to
roillse. Also, |I“'|.Il|.l|l|-l toty eoabesond

proved pretty effective in the nm ]

| leadership, with

s oportional, wis only targeted by
Tomahawls, noneof which can
penetrate unsdergr

roghme’scrl b

daysoll the war
short wir like the 1967 Six-Day “ar
Thal w

‘As tranian missilos ard dros

hhm-rrmtthw'n

on their tea upon hearing Don Don say ‘fuck’ on Tuesday

star T yand
industrial facilitbes in Lsred many

10 arder-
stand why m-m.ﬂnmmmml
why 1 endod

sically have two countries that have been fighting so long
and so hard, that they don't know what the fuck they'redo-
ing." Usually covered by the pointless fig leaf of an aste-
risk, in cirea 2025, the ‘f-bomb’ no longer detonates moral
outrage, but registers as a firecracker 1t's now the linguis-
theequivalent of an angry sigh: versatile, direct, and often
more honest than a thousand,

wing rooms of Vietorian repression was
anart form and fainting couches were essential furniture.
Swearing was seen as uncouth, for the labou-

ring classes, and words like ‘fudge’ covered their "horrid
cousin®, Today, if ateacher drops the F-word, it's nota scan-
dal, it's solidarity with students, It doesn’t signal moral de-
cay, but shows that the utterer is not a self-righteous coy
by o girl). The emational frankness of Tuck’ is still ta-
hwlnumlnqunn helunn-hum medin swo-
thiry soe/ hear it cove-
ring itupwith the usual cover-ups like®, %, #, @, and BBC-
mumnmmu.lrmuuu

sticky domestic wicket for a kng Hme.
Corruption cases against him and his
wifeare reportodly irvachad The anly
Whirag that stopped a noarcivil war sit
ation in Baned is Hamas' attacks on
Ot 7, MEEL Thiat handed larnedis ioge-
her as the cosntry enmberdoed ona mis
shon 1o flatten Gaon. bsrwel ‘s senseless
actof tnrgeting civilians, scoompan|
e bry fes politheal leadership's support
o rmwoenrs ks froroed starvistion, cutting
ol of electricity and water, all point to
ethnic choans ing and penocide.

1t bs I thest basckground that 1A EA's
statement on Telhrnn mot belng tra
rparvnt with its machear research
surfaced. That instantly gave sl
Fockdber for & wider war, one if waged,
wosthd not just drown out the popailar
resentment against Netanyabi, but
alsocarried the promise of drowing
the US into the fire

Rsrmel s understanding of Iran's
millitary and polithcal sineat on was
Marwerd. 11 thought Iran kacked serous
military capability decapitate its

ar; it b ichenit thaet this
wnuvlliml the borbery, and that Iran
oouald o on for weeks, oven mentha
Rsrmeli anthmiss e systems wene
runnbng woefully short of expensive
imbssibes, which takoe tieme fo builkd
lsrmed is.a small country of :hr-n

rment

Belligerencoe. Which was wh

facklithos, J [
whell, sy ing alrmosd 4 llllltal{ enriched
urmniom — enough for ol loast 10 atom
ok — W)
MOTET W A
ot hes, who sl exguipeend had

nnlurlul \.nlrllllu- i dat ing
thack bo June B showed frenaied
activity of heavy-duty tricks i
[Fordow mackear centre in Gom. It
Booked like the Eacility was being
vacuated h entry and exit gates

Eahan. Remember. Tehamn had alreody
sabel they wore i the process of com-
missioning afourth encichment

phrae rat poweder), and an ex.
quisite pairing of pork belly
and abalene L 3

Chat Room

Catastrophes
And Catalysis

Apropos "OF Cats and Caught

Lrsikin s mannaged a tightroge

Ena long wae.

suiffired immeasurably mone than a
¥

of earth
T oot stk sadell e imiage of For-
cow showed 13 il ks on e bop of the gra
e o Amore down by @ m
o the side. Now, Fortkow's contour.

Eactlity but clid not divuilge its location. wnlk through 3 mnjor and onmgo-
iy then, both Israel and 1 despite the
llml'l'llllﬂ n-nl:ulhm L8 inskst ing natlots alkgn with
its workd view over each of them.

hm]n-nuiln kh\ a[ru manths, I ihe Lasi 7 decades, wo've come
ot destroyed tobe a major sctor in nternat]

At at regime change had ailod onal politics. Muchof this must

e credited 1o owr non-aligned

s
Thalls and storage chambers are all oo
R Eserweth Uhve mmsuanstain, reportedly
ol v cheth of sdbont B0 From the base
The meountain itsedfl ks over o ki tadl.
N, assurming 120,000 pournd

GIHUST Massive Ordnance Penetrs
ors (MOP), ak.n. bunker busters',
wre sl (nbo the 6 holbs, 2 per hole,
penetration would have been impos
sibbe beyond W0 m. considering the
structune bsa solid granite mountain.
This still falls nearly $00m-| km short

't e foroes or resouroes for o land
lrvnsbon. The US and Noto militarkes
e e prvparod for that purpose.
B A longg warof’ attrithon will destroy
Nsrmel, blewd the US economy and pos-
wibly oot even a batterod Ira's
position as the mest influent lal power
in Ehe rogglon.

it sivdes: bl o sigenificond part of the
ir dhefensive warfare copabilities sove-

g Neh
1 soon affer Independence. In
I, e werede In “Diiscovery of biv
ki’ that i will devedopas e
conitre of economic and strategic
Importance (o play a greal part
Imsecurity probdems of Asia, In
iy Owcvam, aend Wt s South
wast Asla, Projltvthe, and that
wthos remains as practical and
relevant. In a workl destined (o

rely impaired,
pabilithes. That woubd heve hurt
! with its small geography: much
L) I!m:--_t!wllmlrwummm:l

e ; Inein's
fraredim pollicy fou il on undadl
g berwets of pctive nonal imme-
L, o nk!m Il sorve s faderum

The
o operational for I.llll|l'

Thaed two MOT
eround fecilities. Bt Isfahan, which

T switer ds i Irsdegursmdersd foserralisg

| equity and progress.
H Narayaman
Naed Mo b
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Ceasefire the best option:
Awin for US, Israel & Iran

or the first time in the history of hm‘wlulnz a tlipla dead heat
was recorded in 1944, at the Aqueduct racecourse i
York, Iran, Israel and the US I’lmldnnl Danald Trump nlalmlng vie-
tory in the 12<ay war that has just had the pavse button hit on it
may be the first such incident of a triple dead heat in the workd of interna-
tonal relations, diplomacy and dialogue.

Israel believes it knocked out most of Iran’s air defence and missile
launching capabilities besides striking at its nuclear fuel processing facil-
itles and eliminating key members of its defence, science and enginesring

corps. More significantly, the perpetrator of the air battles, lsracl's
Ik'ngwmln Netanyahu, convinced the United States into Joining a war in
iddle East, a first in 22 vears,

In showing that lsrael's famed Iron Dome defence can be breached at will
when hit with multi-directional missile launches. Iran can claim victory.
Besides, it also ran a choreographed attack on the US air base in Gatar,
with pre-warnings to ensure no damage was inflicted and could still claim
to have attacked the U8 even if it did so cminously on the sell of closs ally

Guatar.
doining the two claimants to victor
In showing that (s President Trump who has s
Israel's famed lron  wars as to promote his candidature for a hon-
Dome defence can y Mobel for lifetlme achievement in the
be breached at will, ats‘ln of Hollywood's Oscars, but who may have
rendered himself ineligible for the Nobel Peace
Iran can elaim  prize hecause he dropped 16 of the mother of all
victory. Besides, it bombs — 1,600-kg bunker-busters — on two of
also ran a Iran's nuclear fuel enrichiment sites whllc hit-
choreographed tlagai:himw[lgh ’JI'?mahawjkn o hat the
t the end of it all, assuming of course that ¢
attack on the US tenuous ceasefire which Trump trumpets holds,
air base In who has won and who lost is a matter of d
Qatar. conjecture. Doubts over claims that Iran's
nuclear bomb ambition has been wiped out
have been raised, including in an intelligence report from inside the
Pentagon. And Trump has been shooting down the messenger kest his bom-
hast fails to deliver its intended message of an all-powerful US military.
Iran may be enly monthe away from processing the 60 per cent enriched
fuel it may have safeguarded, which means the very Eurpnmod’thln laraeli
acheme to take down an existential threat may have been defeated, though
it had to endure civillan suffering and deaths in the Iran offensive.
deaths of Iranians, about GO0 to Israel's 40, and the loss of some key per-
sonnel are a measure of what damage the war wrought
The Israel-Iran war of June 2025 illustrates the ne s learning the clas-
sic lessom of there being only losers in a war, America's mlll:ar]y might has
not been fully endorsed, Iran's relative weaknesses not wholly exploited
even as its supreme leader hid in a bunker and Israel's military operations
nga inst Iram and its proxies in the Gaza Strip, Lebanon and Yemen have
ght it all the assurance and security it seeks in a volatile
Mighbourhuud
There came a point in the war when ceasefire seemed the bast way out for
all nations involved. Tran could not mnslhlry wa#lea two-front war involy-
ing the US without risking further the nuclear fuel assets it may still pos-
sess, Dsrael has taken enough hits to its economy and its physical infra-
structure despite all the success of seriously impeding opponents” abilities
to keep striking it
Under a whimsical President who acts on the instincts of a baj
businessman, the a

was the
B0 many

aindng
U8 eould not stay tuned to a “forever war" in faraway
land, which was also one that Trump ordered without Congressional
approval. It is best then that the triple dead heat be declared the result.

Act swiftly on aviation lapses

IMrectorate General of Civil Aviation's surprise checks on the opers-
I.om uFlwy p]am in the aviation sector such as abrlines, atrports and
ntenance companies have e serious systemic slack-
TieEs wllhin lnd.l.na aviation ecosysten. [ts findings paint a pmfuundly unsat-
thng pleture, which include repeated maintenance lapses, unsarviceable
iround equipment and cutdated safety infrastructure, such as worn tyres and
e aviation sed Jonal aspect could directl he safe-
n the aviation sector, every operat! t co rectly affect the aal
:ﬂ of passengers, and this lc':{nl mﬂimnu Is criminal and Emdeﬁmalbln As
in in Alr India’s Boeing Dreamliner crash, even a momentary oversight by
airport authorities could cost several hundreds of lives. However, if the slack-
ness in tho';avl.n.linn soctor b8 so pervasive, the safoty of air travellers would be
at a grave ris

W]?lllt‘ the DGCA's decision to conduct surprise awdits s commendable, the

actice should not be sporsdic and must be institutionalised. It must form the

ckbone of a continuously evolving safety culture. It should learn from best
practices. adopted globally. It should introduce veal-time digital tracking of
maintenance kssues through & centralised logbook system that ensures no
defiect is overlooked. Ground safety, which has long been neglected. must be
priovitised. Inﬂ'aﬁmturt' audits shoubd be conducted through drone surveys
and GIS ma) L«g)

India n a truly independent and empowered air safiety body, which is free
of government or alrline influence. Inslt\adnlmcruhlnz only process-focused
bureaticrats. the regulator bod; thlqu hive peo'g e who are technologically
updated and who do not treat fliers a8 mere numbers, Thanks to an aspiring
population and the workd's largest middle class, India’s aviation sector has a
wreat growth %n‘:ml.n]. However, the growth cannot come at the cost of pas-
senger safety. skies must be kept safee — by cholee and not by chance,
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Refugees & asylum: How
UK, India positions vary

Sunar

K

N

Datta-Ray
"1 Reflections

As of July 2024,
Britain spent at least
£318 million on the

Britain really had
been  “broke"  and

“broken”, as  the
Prime Minister, Sir

ir Starmer, put it,
his government ot
have dared to sanction two
Ihl |h,hl |HI‘8L‘“ paliticians

"repanted |I|C|IE
Lo vagenon aga

i‘nleahn:an oomunl.ll

in the cecupied West Bank,
thereby earning the wrath
of both US President Dan-
ald Trummip and his protégé,
Iseacll  Prime  Minister
Benjamin Netanyabu.

Sir Keir used those
derogatory words not to
describe the actual sitwa-
tiom in Britain but to

nee his predecessor,
the ethnie Indian Rishi
Sunak, hosi
Conservative Party he
blames for the migrant cri-
sis. Predictably, in the
midst of savaging lran, the
laraelis thought it "outra-
eans” that thelr ministers
‘1|1D1.I|.d be publicly pun-

Sm:k:ngi asylum ks a fun-
damental human  right.
Britain, one of the most tol-
erant couniries in  the
warld, has always tried to
dao its du gh the
UN's  refuges  agency,
UNHCR, condemmned the
UK's  agreement  with
Hwanda o outsource
refugees as "incompatible
with the letter and splrit of
the 1951 Comwvention"
which sets out refugees'
rights and the obligations
of states to protect them.
ﬂwUK:nnawgmlmofllw
convention, which not anly
ws people to seek asy-
lum in any country they
choose but also forbids
sation on account of
rreular entry, meaning
that the way & persan trav-
els to the destination
shoukd not affect the asy-
lum elaim.

Yet, despite the Rwanda
agreement, Britain  has
never evaded or avolded its
ehal commitment, which
must be contrasted with
India’s position on the UN

Refuges Convention,

"a‘hammxha]’s‘ for  the
corld's  homeless  and
wuul.dml slgn it. Toberant,
rous and hospitable
ﬁ%nﬂ. the BJPFs concep-
thon, the British govern
ment seeks to control the
hurman Aow through a rig-
orons application of due
processes hefore granting
vefuges  status. Sending
asylum seekers from the
anywhere alse to have
thedr claims sed s
thought to  undermine
Imtarnational law.

Hemece, the Migration and
Economic Development
Partnership that  Boris
Johnson announced as
Prime  Minister, saying
that "anyone entering the
UK illegally — as well as
those who have arrived
llegally since January 1,
2022 — may now be relocat-
ed  to wanda". Mr
Johnson Mldrwed uﬂ
announcd 14
2022 that !nl:nln \wvul.d
send asylum-seekers to the
Republic of Rwanda, which
wollkd decide their asylum
claima, If successful, they
would be granted asylum
Im Rwanda, not the UK.

Hisaim was “to deter peo-
ple from |mkh%‘;ﬂmu-
ous jourmneys to t to
claim asylum, which are
facilitated by criminal
Sl , when they have
alveady travellad through
safie third countries”. The

plan's other stated parpose
was o prevent men,
warmen and childven cross-

imgz the English Channel in
small and rous boats
that aften capsized, drown-
lnu]l.mbnn
Perhaps condemnation
might not have been so
widespread if the Johnson
scheme had not evoked
memories of extensive
human rights vielations
crimes against human-
ity (as listed by a 20
United Nations report) dur-
gz the protracted civil war
between Rwanda's ethnie
Hutus and Tutsis. But
nummhlng beaing better
than nothing, even this
F]an was preferable to
I

sad reality that 434 millkon
people  worldwide are
5, & civilised natbon
ftain could net ]ual
refuse 'Innpl.lnlll:r
cate (@8 our f‘tlmnnhlp
Amendment Act does) that
human coneerns e anly
fion le of ane religion.
guilty  lsraelis,
naticnal seeurity minkster
Itamar  BenGvir — and
finance minister Bezalel
Smotrich, were both
banned  from  entering
Britain, where their assets
were frosen as part of the
measures announced by
Hritish forelgn secretary
(minister) David ]ammv
ATy ACCUses
of “incib{ing) E'xlmmlal Vi
lence and serbous abuses of
Palestinkan human rights".
Australia, Norway, Canada
and New Zealand took
simultaneous  concerted
action.

Britain can afford to visk
vepriaal by defying power-
ful opinion at home and
abroad because its mrowth
since the 18th century,
whem it was the first natbon
ta industrialise. has been
sustained not just by eco-
nombe ane-upimanship but
s a sense of movality. If
it hadn't been for this back-
wround, Britain, with a
[:op\llntl.on af about & mil-

fon, would net  have
recorded & net migraton of
uus.mu — the highestever
racorded — in the vear end-
lmg June 2023, This net fig-
ure measured the dlm:r
ence between an i
around 1.3 million I.oﬂ
term immigrants and an
outflow of 414,KK emigrat-
abroad,

understand  how
attractive a country s to
Immigrants, one  must
recall that in @, 4360
detected arrivals, 18 per
cent move than in 2029,
were deemed ¢ h'mgular

mtoflh \'lng
arﬁed boats.

The

vessels in T represented
a 25 por cent increase over
the previows year.

On November 15, 2023,
the UK's Supreme Court
declared the policy unlaw
ful because Rw:
ot & safie country lnwhn:h
asylum seekers could be
removed.

Responding to the
Supreme é‘mm'n Judg-
mient, the government pub-
lished a new treaty with
Rwanda providing addi-
tional  safepuards  and
Introducing new legisla-
than, which declared

‘was safe for asy-
lum seakers. On Aprdl 25,
2024, the UK's meaty with
Rwanda was ratified, and
the Bafety of Rwanda
(Asylum and Immigration)
Act 202 became law and
became aperational.

Since winning the 2024
general election and form-
Ing & new povernment,
Britain's now ruling Lab-
aur Party has cancedled the
Rwanda scheme and an-
nounced that it will redi-
ract money intended for
the scheme to fund a new
border agency. This app-
lies o all wha have claimesd
asylum, regardless of whe-
ther ar not they are refu-
gees. Anyane relocated to
Rwanda would have had
their claims assessed there;
those who were recognised
as refugees. would not have
been eligible o retunm to

the UK.

Publicly available infor
mation sugpests that, as
July de Britain had

at least €914 million

an the Rwanda scheme. It
was compulsory, whereas
[erael’'s "voluntary de :
ture"” scheme presented the
flight to Rwanda as a cho
loe, Unlike the UK, which
publicly announced  its
plans, [srael

never arT'
official agreement  with
Rwanda although some
4000 Eritrean and Sudan:
ese asylum seekers based
In lsrael were sent to
Rwanda and  Uganda
between 2013 and 2014, bef-
are the secretive arrange-
ment was abandoned.

The Baritish scheme, full
af holes and open te abuse,
has also been abolished.
But  India's  adamant
refusal to consider refuge
fior: thee few like the Muslim
Raohingyas, who apply to
India bacause they have o
ather cholee, remains,

LETTERS

LIBERTY PARAMOUNT

The editorial, “Look back
at Emergency, it shouldn't
happen again” (June 25,
2025), is a stark and time-
ly reminder of the dan-
gers posed by authoritari-
an overreach during the
Emergency. It effectively
recounts how a democra-
tic mandate was twisted
into autocratic rule, with
devastating conse-
quences for civil liberties.
As a large section of
today's population has no
living memory of those 21
months, this historical
reflection is essential. The
call to preserve institu-
tional checks and free-
doms remains as urgent
now as it was then.

K. Chidanand Kumar

Bengaluru

NO REAL PEACE

THE WORLD watched with eautious
ralief a8 Danald Trump suddenly shifted
Fromi boasting abeat “obditerating” lran's
nul:l.ear ramme 0 anouncing
i 124l Isrmel-bran war —
an m nurn that felt oddly familiar by
now. All sides — America, larnel, a
Iran — elaimod same form of victary, snd
for a moment, there was hope that th
warst had passed, But that hope was
quickly tesbed when fresh strikes broke
ot just hours into the ceasefire. Trump,
clearly I.rrl.ininrl puhllcl\' scnlded larael,
pushing Net e Ppstraing,
\\h.iI.L- Iran n.‘mslud its readiness to step
Thoaugh the Aghting paused, the
rl(q)ur problems still simmer — unre
solved nuckear ‘Lr-m“"m Iran's possible
exit from the NI, and the ongndng Gaza
crisis. So while the world dings to this
b censefire, it knows real peace is

still far off.
Ammgﬂ]tunnr
lazaribagh

PFI THRIVING IN KERALA

THE BANNED Popular Front of India
(PF1) has a hit list of around 872
Including a former district jud af

Kerala, according to documents submit-
md i court by ﬂu' Mational Invest-
ton Agency. PFI has three wings,
pporters \\':ng I’h dcal amd Arms
'I‘rninlmg Wing/PE  and  Service
WingHit teama, The government had in
September N2 banned PFT and assock
atexd s for five vears sccusing them
af having links with glohal terrar groups
like ISIS. But recently, PFI activists tor-
o grown woman for simply spaak:
Inzlnnmak'hualmamunlnmn:nand
humilia ther, a local CPHM)

Delhi 310 107 u T A Lid G Baca ], Nebds 201081 Home minister  Amit ndia's hlunt refection of appmxlmaw'l)' 16 peo- The writer is a senfor — worker, lnndhﬂhuh:rwl:l.d!
[ rr— i P, Bach 3, Rlicaindh Hramn, 38 York Mrl, Landion, 881 . Shah todd Parliament that  the principle of “Atithi Ele who  crossed  the Jourmalist, colunuist and Bhagwan
M Heglration rmimber: 3775008 India  was mot o Devo Bhava” Given the English Channel in frail authar Mumbai
ince February, the Prime Ministers Office  done, faster. But it also limits scruting and the  June 25 to July 2. wut. Or are they? If the whispars in North Block
(PMO) has been operating for the first time  open debate that democratic systems rely on. What changed is the big question. are to be believed, Mr Agrawal may just get
with two h&ﬂha{uﬁclwl secretaries, PK Under Mr Modi, India's ambitions are lageand — Officially, there's no Erp]una.ﬁm Unofficially,  another run, this time on a contractual hasis.
Mishra and Das. The arvange-  longterni. A ngine PMO well accel  there are too have told DEB ﬂm Now, while some observers argue mmlmdl:r s
Dll C‘}- ian reflects the scale of ambition in Modi 30— erate praject nzm‘tl.un. but anly if ministries  same believe that w Mahan's hallmarlk integri mmmm:mmnm there's a
|F_J Jnenan fast-track delivery, ummmmaMg mnuhmm&unj\mdeliverym Otherwise, may have been his undoing. Annﬂm'vlewlm tion in the revenue service that's itchi
laser focus on 2080 ‘what Joaks Like efficiency mlllmg that he was too methodical for a blood. And for reasan. Amwcﬂln‘lh\e-np
m lﬂ Ballll Mr Mish infra- lhnwnn'aglllly 'I'Ile&:lulh kumuleer but  wants instant decisions, Then there's e}pemllu— eould h“ﬁ:‘ ng-overdue dmnﬁu down the
structure, and uppuhvhnmh: Mr Das oversees  the engine of neads all its rur  ton about & pelitical scandal around ng pro-  chain — Ta, and other key field posi-
key service ministries like health, mllum. i, not just meacl.oaesl to the M. curement under the Mivawaki pmjzct tmay tions — several of which are already vacant or
and education. The division 18 and the have created enough unease for somecns to want  about to he
Inhenllnn Is ummiutakub]e — ut - FOREST OFFICER'S EXIT LEAVES a ﬂulrl reshuffle. There's the aptics question. Post-election,
. necks and compress decisbon cycles. AVOID AND MANY QUESTIONS ironic and also troubling that a man who thlnlsuneofﬂwﬂrstnwnrae nbor-devel bureas-
. 1Snra an Bk, cheervers nots, wilh mos power nov fow:  Thare's a rusling in the raste of (tisrakhand,  lived for forests might have been mudgac ot by cratic reshxflss in the raking. WII tha Cerire

Shaktikanta Das
new power couple
of South Block

Ty
cleared or nudged from the top, minksterial lead-
arship risks reduced toa mlmmlun
They are waitin sigmals, rather setting
directions.

Andd this fsn't just about turf, it's also about
imstitutional resilience. Concentral 50 much
declsion-making within the PMO creates a single

it af failure. Both Mr Mishra and Mr Das are
sely capable, but no governance model
ahnnlrl o individual 1 uluna
tension heve s m
depth A centralised structure may gt rmn

It's the collective d.iubellz\fwel the sudden, near-
mysterhous de e of ¥ Mohan,
‘the state’s b d’MaHhmel}loFﬂ A teh
forest officer, a Dehradun native, an IIT
I vedallist, umlahdnl els:rtnl’gLulul repute,
1 Mohan wasn't ibu you'd expect to
mhw_hhumaewlwhlﬂhnumﬂathnﬂ yet,
His Volumgeﬂelh!mu\t Scheme i\"RS} appli-
%mha:mnl d mat'llgm 0. jus Fﬂﬂl rmmh
e his superannuation, was scospted with
kind of spead usually reserved for
transfers — or litical ~exits.  He  had
aven applied for leave to visit Bengalura from

the very ecosystem he t to protect. If that's
the case, ll'uml]lualm we've lost; it is a
wumln.;bell!hr hiomest public service.

Another month, another round of top-level niusi
cal chairs. This time, it's the Central Board of
Direct Taxes (CBOT) gearing up for a shuffle. Or
poassibly, just o slow remix.

Chairman Ravi Agrawal's extended innings
enids on June 3, and with him, two other senbor
members — Prabodh Seth (administration) and
RN, Parbat (legislation) — ave also on their way

play it safe and stick with familiar hands, or sig-
mal veform and renewal?

The income tax ﬂepnrtmem, Ilke much ol'
India's babudom, often funct

dance between experience uml lnertlu. 1‘he

Is that this transition isn't just about who um
the big chair, but whether the systermn around
them gets sharper, swifter and w‘]lil a little less
statis quo.

Love them, hate them fgmore them at nations]
perid, iamhabugmmﬂeemdwtpubemf

" alfpchorianihotmat com.
o0 ©



BENGALURU

INDIAN EXPRESS 18 NOT AN
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION.

— Rammath Goenka

PLUG LEAKAGE IN JOB
SCHEME, BUT DON'T
STOP PAYING SEEKERS

recent order by the Caleutta High Court has far-reaching
implications not only for the biggest job scheme in the
wordd, but also for cooperative federal ism in the world's
largest democracy, A division bench of the court com-
prising Chief Justice T § Sivagnanam and Justice
Chaitali Chatterjee Das has directed the Unbon government to
resume payments under the Mahatma Gandhi National Bural
Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) In West Bengal,
whose clearances were stopped more than threes years ago, By
the Centre's own submission in the Rajya Sabha in February
2024, its wage liabilities owed to the eastern state were 72,765
crore—the highest by far among all states and more than the
combined dues owed to Tamil Nadu, Karnataka and Kerala,

The Centre withheld funds to West Bangal after alleging -
regularities such as public money siphoned off through fake
Jjob cards, However, the court stated, “Only because of certain
rregularities, the allotment of funds of a particular scheme
cannot be sent to cold storage for years... As some apples were
firund rotten, the other apples cannot be deprived of their le-
gitimate claims.” The court also allowed the Union govern-
ment to transfer the funds directly to the beneficlaries’ ac-
counts. Following multiple complaints of malpractice lodged
with the Union rural development ministry, the Centre sent
over 20 teams to investigate the anomalies in the state, which
revealed irvegularitios in multiple districts. Subsequently, the
Centre ordered the state to recover the siphoned funds and
initiate police action against those involved,

Altheugh the court order clarified that the ruling applies
only to Bengal, at a time jobs—especially for those at the bot-
tom of the pyramid—are inereasingly hard to come by, it re-
flects on the kindness of the governing class. Funds have been
blocked when the total allocation for MGNREGA has gone
down from an actual spend of 783,751 crore in 202324 to an
estimate of 85428 crove for 2025-26. Even for other welfare
schemes such as food distribution, the government has been
advised not to stop handouts because of technical glitches or
eorruption. Direct benefit transfors, that were expanded to re-
duee the latter malaise, have conteibuted to the former. Large
sehemes such as MGNREGA are alifeline for crores of Indians.
‘While the fight against corruption must continue, essential
support cannodt be cut off to punish administrative lapses,

FIX KABINI DAM SOON
TOAVERT DISASTER

HE 51-year-old Kabini dam in Karnataka's Mysuru dis-
trict has raised serious concerns after an inspection.
Underwater robots and cameras deploved by the lrriga-
tion department recently detected a erack of up to half
a metre and a cavity through which water is leaking.
The dam is on Kapila river, a tributary of the Cauvery, and
is erucial to provide water for irrigation, drinking and pow-
er generation in both Karnataka and Tamil Nadu, between
whom water-sharing 1s a very sensitive issue. Kapila as a
feeder to Cauvery benefits the Karnataka districts of Man-
dya, Hassan, Tumakuru, Ramanagara, Mysury, and the
state capital Bengalury, besides the Tamil Nadu districts of
Thanjavur, Thiruvarur, Nagapattinam, Mayiladuthural,
Pudukkottal, Cuddalore and Ramanathapuram,

The Kabini reservolr is alimost up to the brim, recording
22764 feet against the maximum storage height of 2 264 feet,
due to persistent heavy rains in its catchment area over the
past few days. Any weakening of the structure leading to
more water leakage could pose severe problems for the down-
stream Krishnarajs Sagara dam, which is already filled up
to 120 9feet against a maximum helght of 124.8 feet. Unusual
flows from these dams would not just adversely affect agri-
cultural activities in the delta regions of the two states, but
& worse-case scenario like a struetural collapse can be cata-
strophic with fleoding of parts of Mysuru and Kodagu.

Altheugh experts have ruled out an lmmediate threat to
the Kabini dam stricture, they have insisted that any ne-
glect or delay in filling the cavity and crack can have disas-
trous consequences. [rrigation department officials are
preparing a report for the T85-crove strengthening work to
present to the Union government and are expecting to in-
vite praject bids in November: High turbidity of the water
is claimed to be an obstacle for professional divers to do the
filling up right away, raising the question why maintenance
works were not taken up when the reservoir’s levels were
not as high. Dam Safety Act, 2021 mandates both the state
and eentral institutional frameworks to undertake regular
malntenance, The Karnataka and Unlon governments must
work toegether on a war-footing despite their political dif-
ferences to avert any catastrophe arising from delayed
maintenance work at these crucial sites,

QUICK TAKE

BIG WAVE IN BIG APPLE

A%-year-old politician of Indian origin has upset the Big
A Apple-cart, Zobhiran Kwame Mamdani—son of scholar Mah-

mood Mamdani and filmmaker Mira Nalr—has stunned the
world by dinching the Demorratic nomination to be New York's
mayor against severe odds. Glven voters’ orfentation in Amert-
ca's largest city, Zoduan is expected to win in November against
the Republican nomines. The soclalist's suecess follows those of
other Indianorigin politicians from the other side of the politi-
cal divide, on the other side of the Atlantie. Like the Mamdanis,
the families of Rishi Sunak, Priti Patel and Suella Braverman
were also driven out from East Africa. It remains to be seen how
far a brown man with a Muslim-African name goes ina US gov-
erped by Donald Trump, who made a career out of railing
against a black man with a Muslim-Afriean name,

THURSDAY
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Unanimity which is merely formal and which

I ) etine | Justice
is recorded at the expense of strong conflicting | 52
views is not desivable in a courtof Tast resort Khanna

On this day 50 years ago, we published in this space a prescient column by one of the most prominent journalists of the time.
Penned before the midnight declaration of Emergency on June 25, 1975, it exhorted Indira Gandhi to accept the Supreme Court
order against her election and walk away from the Prime Minister's seat. We reprint it in full here

HE first statemant that the eab-
inet ministers and some chief
ministers issued from Delhi on
the Supreme Court’s decision
came in record time. Its cy-
clostyled copy was available
informally from the govern-
ment's Press Information Bureau within
an hour of the Supreme Court verdict.
By then, news agencies had not even fin-
ished creeding the full text of Justice
Krishna Iyer's 23-page order,

The only inference one can draw from
this is that the leaders in the govern-
ment had made up their minds even be-
fore the court's judgement was out. The
statement was ready or nearly ready
This is confirmed by the way the condi-
tional stay has been twisted to mean the
vindication of the Congress party’s
stand that Indira Gandhi can continua
as the Prime Minister and that there was
no impediment in the way (The decision
was to take a positive line and the gov-
ernment information media were in-
structed secordingly) One wonders what
more the cabinet ministers and other
supporters of Mrs Gandhi could have
said if the stay had been unconditional.

Shorn of propaganda, the stay given
by Justice Iyer is not absolute. For, it
does not allow Mrs Gandhi either to
vote or draw allowances. This is what

judges have done in similar cases ear-

lier. Under the law, Justice Iyer could go
only thus far. As he himself said, the
office of Prime Minister and its func-
tioning were regulated by a separate
set of articles of the Constitution.
Now it is keft to Mrs Gandhi to decide
whether she should continue in officein
the face of the conditional stay. Her own
counsel, Nani Palkhivala, has said in his
& before Justice Iyer that thera
would be "irreparable damage” to the
institution of Prime Minister if uncon-
ditional stay was not granted. A condi-
tional stay is & cloud which is bound to
cast its shadow on the office, It is a dis-
ability with which Mrs Gandhi will have
to live. It may not physically come in the
way of functioning, but it can eat one up
within. It is not so much a matter of
level disability as one of conscience. The
fact that she has not given her mind
encourages the hope that she may
still be weighing the issues.
Some Congressmen have introduced

THE LAST

CAUTION

BEFORE EMERGENCY

KULDIP NAYAR
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a new element. It concerns the party
strength in the Lok Sabha. True, the loss
of Mra Gandhi's vote does not make any
difference and it does not matter
whether the party has 350 or 348 mem-
bers in the Lok Sabha. But the matter
transcends numbers. It relates to the
stature and moral authority of the
Prime Minister who cannot vote in the
Lok Sabha, but will continue to be its
laader. This is an anomalous situation
which will gat murkier as the days go by
The effect will be felt all along in the ad-
ministration. At the same time, the
cleavage in the country will grow.

But somehow most Congress leaders
seem to be convinced that the blot of
eonditional stay will be washed sway by
orchestrated demonstrations in Mrs
Gamihi's support. They have plans to re-
furbish her image by going back to the

R

N
Joumnalst, parkameniarian and diplomet
who paved away in 208

now different. Mrs Gandhi's own credi-
bility is low. Many peaple believe that
radicalism is the creed which she es-
pousas when she is in a difficulty

They ask for her achievements since
1866 when she became Prime Minister
The Bangladesh liberation, howeaver
commendable, has not improved the
common man's lot. People know ton
well that the value of the rupes has gone
down by 34 percent in the last two
years alone and the poverty line has
dipped still lower to cover 10 percent
more of the population. This means
the very poor are now 50 percent as
against 40 percent a year ago

The Congress chief ministers, who
assembled in Delhi to ensure that the

SOLVING INDIA’S POVERTY PUZZLE

AR poverty been nearly eradi-
cated in India? Yes, if one goes
by the findings of a World
Bank brief on poverty and eg-
uity released in April. As per
the report, the proportion of
people in India living below
the revised international poverty line
of 33 per capita per day at 2021°s pur-
chaging power parity (PPF) has de-
clined sharply from 27.1 percent in
2011-12 to 5.3 percent in 28225,

If one uses the previous internation-
al poverty line of $2.15 per capita per
day (2017 FPP) the proportion below
the poverty line in India fell from 16.2
percent in 2011-12 to 2.3 percent in 2022-
23, This implies that over the period
from 2011-12 to 202223, about 171 mil-
lion people were lifted above the pov-
erty line. If, on the other hand, one
uses the international poverty line of
§3.65, applicable for lower middle-in-
come countries such as India, the pro-
portion declined from 1.4 percent to
28.1 percent during the same period.

The World Bank's findings are based
on data from India’s Household
Consumer Expenditure Surveys of
2011-12 and 2022-23. Given that the
methodology used for these two
surveys was different, the World Bank
has not clarified how these two sets of
dats were made comparable. The In-
dian government did not release the
2017-18 HCES due to data quality is-
sues, although it followed the same
methodolegy as the 2011-12 survey

In a recent article, former RBI Gov-
arnor C Rangarajan and Mahendra
Dev, Chairman of the Economic Advi-
sory Council to the Prime Minister,
argue that India's GDP growth prima-
rily explains this decline in poverty.
This is questionahle considering the
history of East Asian economies,
which experienced a sharp decline in
poverty levels only at high economic
growth rates. China, for instance, re-
ported a sharp decline in poverty lev-
els only when GDP growth exceeded
10 percent between 197§ to 2010.
India’s average GDP growth rates
have ranged between 3.8 percent and
around 7 percent in the last 10 years,
except for -5.38 percent in 2020 due
to the Covid pandemic.

Moreover, evidence shows the fruits
of growth have largely accrued to the
rich, Despite the growth, the share of
labour in India's gross value added has
recorded only a slight increase where-
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as corporate profits have surged.
Oxfam's Inequality report for India
shows the richest 1 percent controlled
more than 40 percent of the country's
total wealth, whereas the bottom 50
percent owned a mare 3 percent. About
74 percent of the wealth generated in
2017 went to the top 1 parcent, whereas
the bottom half reported a mere 1 per-
cent increase in their wealth.

Then what explains this steep de-
cline in poverty? There is no doubt
that the safety nets provided by the
government such as the provision of
free fondgrains to over 60 percent of
the population and subsidised LPG to
poor households largely explain it.

T 4

‘While 2 World Banik repart claims India's
paverty rates have fallen sharply, other
shudies shiow that tackling depeivation
remains 2 deeply challenging

e endeavour. While the government's
safety nets have helped, India must fix
itsunemployment pralem and grow
at amuch faster rateif it is to eradicate
pavertyinthe near future

However, if less than a twentieth are
extremely poor in India, one may
question the justification for provid-
ing free foodgrains to three-fifths
of the population overlooking its ad-
werse fiscal implications and impact
on agricultural prices,

Unlike the monetary-based poverty
line used by the World Bank, the UN-
DF’'s multidimensional poverty index
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(MPI) measures the extent of depriva-
tion based on 10 health, education and
standard of living indicators. Based
on it, India reported 234 million
people as multidimensionally poor in
2024, The poverty rate in terms of this
broader definition of deprivation was
16.4 pereent. India along with Paki-
stan, Ethiopia, Nigeria and the Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo account-
ed for nearly half the global
multidimensionally poor population
of 1.1 billion people.

According to the National Family
Health Survey conducted in 2019-21,
despite the government’s initiatives to
address malnutrition such as POSHAN
and Integrated Child Development
Services, about 35.5 percent of chil-
dren aged under & years are stunted,
19.5 percent *wasted’, and 32.1 percent
underweight. Further, 7.7 percent of
children are 'severely wasted', or are
facing acute malnutrition.

Unemployment among youth, wom-
en and rural people continues to be
high alongside wage stagnation
among workers, As per the latest Pa-
rindic Labour Force Survey data re-
leased by the Union ministry of sta-
tistics, the unemployment rate among
youth in the age group 15-29 years in
rural areas rose to 13.7 percent in May
3025 and 179 percent in urban areas.
Unemployment rates for women also
rose to 5.8 percent. The Centre for
Monitoring Indian Economy states
that India’s youth unemployment rate
during the past decade has hovered
around 22 percent. Critics therefore
refer to the past decade as one charac-
terised by jobless growth.

India still has a long way to go be-
fore poverty can be totally eradicated.
For this to happen, India’s annual
GDF growth rate needs to be acceler-
ated to 10 percent or more. While it is
laudable that India has outstripped
Japan in total economic output, the
GDP per capita in India—at §2,711 in
H(24—is still a tenth of that in Japan,
where it is at $33.950,

{Views are personal)
(ninankn@yahoe.coin}
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party's MPs in their states vote
for Mrs Gandhi, have agreed to “radi-
cal land reforms”, the "cancellation™
of rural indebtedness and so on. But,
by now, they as well as the people
know that all that is promised is not
meant to be implemented.

People have experienced again and
again the fact that a party which de-
pends on the landed aristocracy to
“catch" votes and collect funds for elac-
tions only talks of progressive steps.
The World Bank, in its latest report, has
once again pointed out that land reforms
have remained mainly on paper. And it
is an open secret that every economic
policy or decision has & price tag.

Therefore, the “progressive” stance
will neither help Mrs Gandhi and other
Congress leaders to divert the attention
of peopla nor water down the odium of
the conditional stay In fact, the populist
demonstrations may lead to violent
clashas, particularly when the opposi-
tion prepares & countrywide agitation.

It is quite possible that a harassed
and irritated government may adopt
maore authoritarian messures to sup-
press the opposition point of view. The
opposition is not all that restrained or
pure. The danger is that a battle which
should be fought within the precincts
of the law courts may go to the streets.
In that atmosphere, how would be it
possible for the Supreme Court, or any
court, to decide things coolly and dis-
passionately and give the verdict when
it meets on July 14 and later?

If Mrs Gandhi could only step down
till the Supreme Court gave its judge-
ment, which might be available by
the end of August. At present, it appears
that there are great risks in her doing
50 because an interim successor can
take steps to perpetuate himself. But
Mr= Gandhi’s advantage is that her
equation with the masses is still larger
than that of any other Congress leader
In this aelection year, Congressmen will
need her all the more.

By stepping down now, she will give a
lie to the propaganda that she wants to
stay in power at any cost. She will also
save the nation from an endless contro-
versy. And when she comes back after an
exoneration, she will be the entire coun-
try's leader; not of the Congress alone.

(From our archives)

MAILBAG

WRITE TO: letters@newindianexpress.com

Parsian partnership

Ref: india forgets “smart power” fesson
of Raw (Jun 25). india shold adopt
independent stances like the colummist's
admirable mention of the anscdote when
lran woted against an 0IC resolution at 2
N forum in Geneva 30 years age. Similar
bald staness can tackle the renawed

disruption of global peace.
HSyed Orthwenan, Tirmelvell

Fragile peace
Ref: Glimmer of peave, but crucial issues
aomiinee to fester {lun 15). The ceasedire
hides dezper tensions as China engages
quietly, Gulf states remain cautioes and tybes
warfare intensifies. The rizing refupes trisis
and disrupted oil market make the conflict
global. The pause sesms temporary and btz
it adangerous future.

Barathi, Chemnai

Road risks

Ref: Country of potholes [Jun 25). Blame
games and sarcasm continue while
citizens are forced to endure tarture daily
with huge risks. Accountahility is sadly
missing inour system. It surely would

b historic of the relevant agencies to
actually arrive at a solution.

[ajarao Kumar, email

Kashmiri ethos

Ref: Mearing the call of the valley [lun 25].
The attempt to disrupt peace failed mizzrably
with widespread rondemnation. People's
spirit of elertoral pasticipation and voter
fturnouts carried a powerful meszage. Kashmir
is tewards eranammic

by barring nutside intervention.

£ Kanthimathinathan, email

Malleable dissent

Ref: Emengency dissenters [Madbag. Jun
125). Jagjiwan Ram and H N Bahuguna were
ilent dissenters. They did not resign from
the Congress till elections were declased
by Indira Gandhi. They did not go to prison.
which was not a commen Ly far her
artwal dizsenters.

Sheeam

Yorkshire yorkar

Ref: England rake Leeds & Indla hopes
{Jun 25). India's defeat is a sohering
reminder that early adwantage means
little without sustained discipline. The
serond innings' batting collapse and
uninspired fielding nullified the hard-
fought Lead om the first day. Test cricket
rewards consistency and composure, and
Lessans must be drawn quickly,

K Chidanand 3

Buresa, &t Phése, Survry Mo, 4B, Part Yarandahalli Village, ligani Hobl,

Aneksl Tabok Bengalun - 560 059, Bengaburu. Yol 6], Ko, 151 Rk Reg. Mo, 34571960, Hnnzﬂlsbl'ﬂﬁm'
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Love looks through a telescope; envy, through a microscope
Josh Billings
»>

/78 power outages
daily in 2024: Can
Goa see light finally?

espite huge investments in the power sector in the past

two years, Goa's common man was let down by massive

outages and infrastructure failures in 2024-25. The gov-

emment's claim of spending over Rs 5,000 crore in the

past two years (o improve the power supply seems hollow
when compared to the grim reality shown in complaint data and the
State's long-standing power issues. This disconnect raises important
questions about how effective these financial efforts have been and
the actual state of Goa's power infrastructure.

Firstly, the quantum of complaints, i.e. an average of 778 per day in
2024-25 paints a sorry picture, Over 2,84 lakh complaints about power
failures, along with another 50,000 related to billing errors and faulty
meters, reveal deep-rooted problems that successive upgrades have
failed to fix.

On the contrary, data showed that power failures have increased
during peak seasons, The first quarter alone saw over 79,000 com-
plaints, and there were 91,949 during the monsoon months when
weather-related damage worsens existing weaknesses,

The main causes of outages—fuse blowouts (676), snapped ser-
vice lines, faults in distribution lines, and failures in underground
cables—are basic problems rooted in old, fragile infrastructure. The
fact that 77% of outages come from simple fuse blowouts or snapped
service lines highlights a weak distribution network that cannot han-
dle routine stresses.

Distribution failures, transformer breakdowns, and grid faults
further point to ageing infrastructure that has not been sufficiently
modernized, despite the large spending. Moreover, the planned shut-
downs - 5,678 in a year -- serve as a clear reminder that these outages,
often seen as necessary for maintenance, still cause inconvenience,
This raises the question: Are these scheduled outages a sign of proac-
tive upgrades to infrastructure, or do they show that the system is old
and overburdened?

Data suggests that our infrastructure is unable to stand against the
challenges of electricity supply. The government's plan for a Rs 6,650
crore upgrade over the next five years, including updating transform-
ers and substations, seems ambitious. However, could there be light
at the end of the tunnel, and how much investment would be needed
to bring respite to citizens who have been grappling with inconsistent
supply?

Goa's power demand—currently around s40 MW, peaking at 750
MW-—greatly exceeds the capacity of its ageing infrastructure, mak-
ing the system inherently weak. The gap between demand and sup-
ply, along with unreliable infrastructure, leads to a cycle of outages
and consumer dissatisfaction. If investments are not resulting in real
improvements, where are we heading?

This situation also raises broader questions about govermance and
responsibility. Why has the power sector, despite large investments,
not been able to provide reliable electricity? Is there a gap between
budget allocations and actual implementation? Are maintenance
and modernization efforts being held back by bureaucratic delays,
corruption, or a lack of technical expertise? These are urgent ques-
tions that require immediate attention.

Goa's situation shows that large investments, while necessary, are
not enough on their own, We hear about smart meters, but nobody
speaks of uninterrupted quality power. Without strategic planning,
effective implementation, and a clear focus on strategically upgrad-
ing old infrastructure, the power sector will keep disappointing its
consumers, The government must face these challenges and prior-
itize not just spending but also accountability and modernization to
make the promise of reliable power a reality for all Goans.

a

Need to replace old ferries with
Ro-Ro ferries on all routes

A:wnl boat stationed at the Chorao Island mmppur:lully I.ubmursad warly

Maonday morning. Whether it is an 1 Fault o issue,

he lives of the commuters cannot be pat at risk, It Iapﬂllmnt ter ot thit
after much delay the first Roll-on/Roll-off (Ro-Ra) Ferry recently did a trial run
on the Chorao-Ribandar route, These ferries are larger than traditional ones and
«can carry vehicles, including cars and two-wheelers, along with passengers.
The Ro-Ro ferries ane equipped with features like dual passages for entry and
wxit on both sides, 1t will benehit daily commuters, office-goers and students.
The outdated ferries on all the routes in the state alss need o be replaced by
Ro-Ro ferries, The Ro-Ro ferry will be a game-changer for river commuting, The
sovernment needs to promote the State's diverse fver routes as alternate means
of transportation to reduce the growing traffic on oads,

ADELMO FERNANDES, lisco

Wednesday |une 25, 2025

High command’s hand

Recent political and cultural shifts witnessed in Goa point towards a
quiet recalibration of the State’s regional identity

§ he writer

is a Doctoral

| Researcher working
- under the Alliance
Eurapean

Universities and

¥ has presented his
, research works at

various Academic

Conferences

ADV MOSES PINTO

Introduction: An Uneasy
Convergence

The recent political and cultural shifts
witnessed in Goa point towards a quiet
recalibration of the State’s regional iden-
tity. With the dismissal of Minister Govind
Gaude and Union Home ter Amit
Shah's contentious remarks dismissing
the continued relevance of English in Indi-
an saciety, a broader pattern emerges one
that indicates an increasing alignment
of Goa's governance with the ideological
cenha]lsm of the national ruling party.
Th lopment raises seri
about the endurance of Goa's distinet
linguistic, religious, and legal traditions
within a federal constitutional framewnork.

Goa's Historical Quest for

Special Status

Goa's ongstanding demand for special
status anchored in cultural preservation,
demographic balance, and legal distinc
tiveness has historically found resonance
acroes ideological divides. The aspiration
draws o the State's unique colonial leg-
acy under Por s rule, its adoption of
the Uniform Civil Code, and its pluralistic
population that blends Catholic and Hindu
traditions, The movement for special sta-
tus has always been rooted in a federalist
imagination, seeking space for different
ed governance rather than disengagement
from national unity (Rodrigues, 2006). Any
nationalising idealogical push that seeks
ter Aatten this plurality risks destabilising
that canefully constructed compact.

Cultural Politics of
The statement made by Amit Shah in
June 2025 that English speakers in India
"will soon feel ashamed" forms part of a
recurring political motif. Language here is
not merely & medium of communication,
biit a symbol of allegiance. While English
is wiewed in Goa as a bridge language with
economic utility and historical continui-
ty, Hindi is increasingly promoted at the
central level as the true marker of national
identity. Such linguistic prioritisation un-
dermines Konkani, a language that itself
underwent considerable struggle to be
recognised as official in 1987, From the
perspective of Goans, this cultural impo-
sition risks reviving anxieties reminiscent
of earlier anti-Marathi agitations, where-
by the fear of cultural erasure fuelled pub-
lic mobilisation. Unlike many other states,
Goa's language politics are not merely
about pedagogy or administration they
are deeply intertwined with identity, faith,
and the memory of resistance,

Removal of a Minister: A
Warning to Dissent

The unceremonious removal of
Govind Gaude, the former Minister for
Arts and Culture, after he publicly crit-
icised alleged imegularities in the tribal
welfare portfolio held by the Chief Min-
ister himself has caused unease among
observers, Gaude's dismissal, coinciding
‘with Shah's speech, suggests a pattern of
idenlogical discipline enforced through
political control. Seen through the lens
of political theory, this reflects what
Antonio Gramsci described as “pas-
sive revolution™, where transformation
is achieved not through overt coercion
but by neutralising dissent and reshap-
ing cultural norms (Gramsc, 1971/1992).
Gaude, a tribal representative and an in-
dependent voioe within the ruling party,
became inconvenient not because of in-
efficiency, but because of deviation from
the expected ideological silance,

Pressure to Align with
Staunch Nationalism
Goa's Chief Minister, Dr. Pramod
Sawant, has increasingly come o be
viewed not as an autonomous regional
leades, but as an effective channel for
implementing central directives. Unlike
former Chief Minister Manohar Parri-
kar who often skilfully negotiated Goa's
unigueness within the national frame-
‘work Sawant's leadership appears more
compliant, favouring a top-down na-
tonal integration strategy, This trans-
formation reflects a broader trend across
BIP-ruled states, where centralised ideo-
logical conformity now takes precedence
wover regional vatance. In Goa, this re-

ucation,

Religious minorities perceive in-
creased  marginalisation, especially
when public funds are increasingly
channelled into Hindu temple restora.
tion with little parallel support for other
Faith-based heritage (Fernandes, 2o20),

Civil society spaces, especially those
imvolved in ra‘rrll:{aan‘:ﬁ Iihmm.viﬂl a
growing sense of constraint, with gov-
ernment patronage increasingly linked
to ideological conformity. These out
comes align with what political sociol-
ogist Christophe Jafrelot terms “ethnic
democracy” a structure in which dem-
ocratic form persists, but substantive
pluralism is replaced by majoritarian
normativity (Jaffrelot, 2007).

Fedenllam & Constitutional
ty in Ques|

The Indian Constitution's federal
strue s ot just a func
ment of power: it is a guarantor of diver-
sity. Gioa's status as a unique jurisdiction
with its distinct legal code, linguistic
heritage, and composite population is
part of that federal promise. However,
when uniformity is exalted ower unity,
and when dissent within party struc-
tures is silenced in favour of obedience,
the federal balance is compromised, In
siich a system, demands for special sta-
tus no longer find fertile ground not be-
cause they are invalid, but because they
are made ideologically obsolete.

Conclusion: Quiet Retreat of
Goan Autonomy

Goa's identity has always been de-
Fined by its capacity to be both Indian
and distinct. Its laws, language, and
religious fabric are neither anomalies
nor relics; they are examples of how
constitutional pluralism can thrive in
practice. But when the Chief Minister
must operate within the strict limits of
centralised ideological mandates, and
when regional assertion becomes po-
litically risky, the foundational logic of
Goa's special status begins to erode,

In the end, the real danger lies not
in the visible replacement of ministers
ar the controversial thetoric of Union
leaders, but in the silent normalisation
of sameness, where the idea of being
different ceases to be valued and where
Goan-ness is no longer protected, but
ahsorbed.

THE INBOX »»

Unhealthy trends

Bus conductors need to be sensitised to
thelr duties. Apart from lssulng tiekets,
they sheuld ensure that reserved seats
for senior citizens, PwD, and lady pas:
sengers are respected. Yesterday, while
travelling from Sanquelim, | was shocked
to see cargo placed on a senior citizen's
seat on a Kadamba bus from Bicholim to
Titanvema. | wander if any charges were
collected for it A few months ago, on an
evening bus fram Panaji to Valpol, | saw
twia wormen occupying a seat reserved
fet a PwD passenger. When a man with

a disability asked them to vacate it, they
refusid, citing their monthly passes, The
conductor also refused to intervene, say-
InElhw werne pass holders, Thankfully,

a kind passenger gave up his seat.

was upsetting was the women shouting
and acewsing the man of harassment,
saying men were taking advantage just
because they were fermale, Sadly, it's
becarme eommaon to falsely elaim abuse
on the basis of gender or caste when at
fault. Another isswe is that some women
don't eccupy reserved seats eardy in the
Journey, but object when men sit there. If
seats are reserved for them, they should
use them and allow fair space to others.

PRAXY FERNANDES, Sanguelm
Why bash English when your
own kids abroad?

Union Home Minister Amit Shah recently
sald at a book launch that “thase who
speak English in the couniry would
soon feel ashamed.” That sounds quite
unreasonabie. IfMr Shab ruly belleves
this, then why do most Indian politiclans
even those who are not very educat-
ed — send thelr children abroad or enrol
them in top English medium schools in

Goa's Chief F:d]b ilr a subtle yet pervasive emsion of
Minister, oral commitments, as Ioeal Ia_ngl_Jag-
h s, religious syncretism, and institution-
Dr Pramod al peculiarities make way for “Bharativa.
Sawant, has tal,  centralised idea of Indian-ness,
I“‘m;:':gw ((::a]scadelglfml;j Fmg
come ultural
viewed not as Federal Erosion
an autonomous '.dT‘I"‘! FUI\\‘EI;IRI:'E ‘f‘fr"m" |In|gui5t|;
sWielining, ministerial removal, an
ml‘lﬂ leader, ideological consolidation has triggered
but as an effec- a cascading effect that impacts multi-
tive channel for ple spheres: Educational institutions |
M now face pressure to adopt Hindi or
Lﬂtl’ﬂa’:ll:g Sanskritic content over English-medi-
um instruction, despite Goa's strong
i tives record in English-language higher ed-
Hold MLAs accountable for funnel zone violations

Thee recent erash of flight Al 171 in Gujarat has once again drawn
attention to the sensitive funnel zone around Dabolim Ajmport. It
looks like the judiciary may act on petitions filed by concerned
citizens, | want to highlight that a long-serving local MLA has
reportedly been involved in several constructions in this zone.
On multiple occasions, he has even criticised the Indian Nawvy
for raising objections that interfered with his and his associates’
controversial real estate projects. | hope the judiciary and the
petitioners name this MLA In their submissions, His actions have
put the safety of air travel at risk, and if the courts And him gullty,
hie must be punished as per the law,

ARWIN MESQUITA, (b

India? lsn't it because they understand

the vake and impadance of English in

today’s global word? Even Prime Minister

Narendra Modi, though not very fluent, is

often seen speaking in English during of-

fiedal foreign visits or while meeting global
leaders. Why |s that? And what about our

Extemal Affairs Minister S, Jaishankar?

He also uses English while discussing \‘
important bilateral matters with keaders -~
from other countries, It seems Mr Shah's

cormment may reflect his own frustration

ar discomfort with the language. Despite

halding such a senlor position and having

Send your
access b modem technology, he has not
mastered hasic sroken English. Unfartu- letters to us
mately, such caneless remarks by paliti- &l!dlhl'@
ians only show their narrow thinking, M
JERRY FERNANDES, Saligan Letters must

be 150-200
US sounded an alarm ords and
on travel to India mention the
The US has issued a travel advisory, cau: writer's name
tioning citizens about increasing rapes and and location

crimes, Citirens have been advised to take
extra caution inareas of central and eastern
India. Thisis a classic case of the pot calling
the kettle black, India must retaliate in a
tit-for-tat mowve by-ssumg an advisary for
Indian travellers la tnem!e utmoslcauhon

while travelli he LS. |

vinlence is on the rise, and mindless mass
killings, fuelled by the gun culture, are in-
creasing, Moreover, indians are being seen
as job takers and are being despised by
locaks, especially young citizens,

ROBERT CASTELLINO, Colangufe

Incom CEO should

be

The Tatas should sack their incompetent
CEOD, Mr Campbell Wilsen, for the spate
of prablems that Alr India is facing, many
of which are not legacy lssues, As per
maedia neparts, Alr India has cuntalled 38
Intermational flights per week and totally
suspended services on three overseas
routes. Imagine the plight of passengers
Incanvenienced by this sudden move,
who have bought tickets in advance. The
recent Ahmedabad crash and DGCA's
action against senjor officials of Al India
confirm that the aidine was extrernely
poorly managed, and the buck stops

with the CED, Why, even the condelence
staternent read out by Wilson was a pla-
glarised, copy-pasted version of an earlier
speech by the American Alrlines CED,
Robert Isom, The DGCA has gone so faras
tr threaten suspension of the aidine’s li-
cence to operate if things are not set ight.
Wie blame ministers for not owning vicari-
ous lability, and here the alrline CED, wha
Is. directly responsible for safe, smooth
Night aperations and statutery complianc.
s, is not being held to account.

VINAY DWIVEDI, Benaubin
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§ President Donald Trump

and lsraels Prime  Minis-
wer Benfamin  Netanyahu  have
emerged as victors in the war in
the Middk East, notwithstanding
the mainstream medias claims 1o
the contrary, Both have newral-
sed=at least for a long time=the
nuchear threat from Tehran, The
latter's resolute beadership has re-
sulted in the serious degradation
of terror outfits like Hamas and
Hezbollah, the ouster of the Assad
regime in Syria, and a considerable
weakening of Iran, the head of the
octopus of leror in the region. On
his part, Trump has achieved the
goal of bringing peace 1o the Mid-
dle East without entering info war;

the strikes on Irans nuclear Beili-
ties a few days age helped end the
hostilities rather than make the
US belligerent. This was in keep-
img with his promise to his MAGA
(Make America Great Again) base,
which s against Washingtor's in-
valvement in global wars. MAGAS
isolationist proclivity being aga
Americas direct invelvement
whobal afairs, Trump also mad it
clear that his a stration’s goal
in the region was limited 1o stop-
ping Iran from going nuclear; his
goal was not to oust the present
ROvErnmEnt.

“Id like to see everything calm
diwn as quickly as possible,
gime change is chaotic and ideally,

we don’t want 10 see so much cha-
o8, he has clarified, Afier orches-
trating a major strike on Iran and
successfully persuading the US w
narget key Irandan maclear facilities,
Netanyahu Ands himself in a sig-
nificantly stronger pusition. With
the immediate threat from Tehran
weakened, Memnyalai can now
nern his full atention 1o the con-
fict with Hamas in Gaza, His tough
stance against Iran has generated a
wave of popular support across li-
rael, bolstering his political stand-
img, In fact, Netamyahu's approval
ratings are now amoeng the highest
they have been since the war in
Gaza erupted after the barbaric at-
tack on the Jewish state by Hamas

Trump and Netanyahu are victors in the
war against Iran, Islamic terror

on October 7, 2023, The shift in
pablic semiment has changed the
political landscape. If his govern-
menl were to collapse today, Net-
anyahu would stand a reasonable
chance of securing re-clection—a
prospect that had seemed far kess
likeby even a few months back. This
surge in popularity has alio fucled
cautious optimism among some Is-
raelis and political ohservers.

They hope that Netanyahu, now
less dependent on the hardline fac-
tions of his coalition for political

war and go in for diplomatic ave-
nuses b end the prolonged fighting,
The stremgthened position could

give him space to override the cons
cerns of his coalition partners, who
have previously resisted compro-
mises of any sort. However, Netan-
wahu himself has shown no public
indication of a shift in policy. For
months, he has maintained an un-
ﬂ(InIPIuI\Ii)iIIB Puiﬁiul!: € war
in Gaza will not end until Hamas
agrees to disarm, surrenders its au-
tharity in Gaza, and its leadership
beaves the territory—terms Hamas
has conskstently rejected. When
asked to darify Israels stance, his
office reiterated this handline posi-
tiom, In a beief statement, his office
saicl, “Hamas is the only abstacle
o ensling the war, It must release
all the hostages, surrender, give
wip comil of Gaza, and get oul
The chobce is theirs™ Netanyahu's
determination against the jihadist
outfit will go a long way in the war
againgt Islamic terror all over the
world. This will undoubtedly help
India.

Owning properties and the sentiments that go with it

TALKING OF
MANY THINGS

_ DR MOHAN KANDA

HE Supreme Court
of India recently de-
ivered a significant

judgment to the effect that
simply fegistering a prop-
ety does not automatically
grant ownership, a verdict
expected o have  wide-
ranging impact nationwide
on property owners, legal
professionals, and the real
estate industry,

It is also expected 10
lead 1o a review of current
property laws in India.
The recemtly enacted 'Wakf
Amendment Act is a major
step in this regard.

I recollect an interest-
ing experience | had while
dealing with the subject of
land. [ was working as the
Special Officer Urban Land
Ceiling (ULC) and Compe-
tent Authority, Hyderabad,
under the mewly enacted
ULC act. People owning
land in excess of 300 square
metres, in what was called
the Hyderabad Urban Ag-
glomeration, were required
1o file declarations in a pre-
seribed form, with particu-
lars of the lands and build-
ings owned by them. Under
that statute, holdings in
excess of that extent, which

wis the ceiling for the Ag-
glomeration, were lable 1o
be declared as surphus and
taken over by the govern-
ment.

My faher and some
friends owned land in the
Gachibowli arca of the city
and, naturally, had also
to file the declarations,
Embarrassed about deal-
ing with my fathers case,
I asked one of my imme-
diate subordinate officers
to deal with that case, to-
gether with others in that
group. That officer, afier
due examination, submit:
ted a note stating that the
lands in question were, in
fact, not private lands at all,
and belonged to the gov-
ernment. | made a mention
in the file, saying that the
declarants  concerned  be
informed accordingly,

someone rushed 10 my
father with the news and
expressed amazement that
his sen could have taken a
decision such as that in his
father's case.

My father, apparently,
saidd, with a smile, “Ifthat is
the law and he has followesd
it, what can be our objec-
than”, In the process, the lit-
the hope the declarants had,
of cashing in on that prop-
erty, vanished into thin air,
Fortunately, most of the
others were well to do, and
my father had a house of
his own, and enough pen-
sion, to get by comfortably,

The word 'land’ often oc-
curs in the names of cities
and countries, such as New
Zealand,  Newfoundland,
Switzerland  and,  ironi-
cally, Land’s End, the place

Itis one thing to possess and enjoy
a piece of property. But acquiring
an absolute right over that can often
pose many challenges, especially in
metropolitan cities like Hyderabad.
Outdated land records, legal
disputes, and difficulty in verifying
ownership on account of incomplete
documentation, rapid urbanisation
and infrastructure development add
complexity to the situation.

and that is furthest
10 the west, on the coast of
Cormwall.

It is one thing 1o possess
and enjoy a piece of prop-
erty. Butacquiring an abso-
Bute right over that can of-
wn pose many challenges,
especially in metropolitan
cities like Hyderabad

Outdated land records,
legal disputes, and difficul-
ty in verifying ownership
om account of incomplete
documentation, rapid ur-

banigation and infrastrue-
wre  development  add
complexity to the situation.
Tt was to address such is-
sues that the government
of Telangana state intro-
duced the Integrated Land
Records Management por-
wal or ‘Dharani’

Although the service af-
fered a decent salary and
attractive Ptﬂ.]u isites, 1
somechow managed to find
mysell always in need of
extra support 1o make both

ends meet. | often had 1o

resort to the amrangement
of an overdraft with the
local branch of the State
Bank of India (the institu-
tion where [ fiest began ny
career, as a Probationary
Officer), for that purpose.
Over time, as Usha and 1
found it more and more
possible 10 manage our fi-
nances soundly, T was ible
1o construct a house, partly
with a loan provided by the
aate government, logeth-
er with some assistance
from my parents and close
friends. When, years later, [
found it hard 1o service my
debts, | was constrained 1o
sell it off. That, strangely
cnough, happened 10 me
repeatedly. Finally, after re-
turning to Hyderabad fol-
lowing the end of my stint
in the National Disaster
Management  Authority,
bought & house in Banjara
Hills, 1 was on the verge
of registering the house
, Ganapathi
¢ againg
doing it in my name. Do
it in your wife’s name,” he
laughingly told me, “lest
your previous habits return
to haunt you!™

That attachment to land

or, for that malter, any
ecarthly possession, has lit-
the meaning when the in-
cvitable end comes, was
poignantly illustrated by
the legendary Leo Tolstoy,
in 1886, in his short story
‘How Much Land Does a
Man Require?!

A man wha, 1o his lust
for land, forfeits every-
thing. finally realises that
all that is required is a hole
in the ground, in which
his body can fit in, after he
has passed away. Any land
more than that is only an il-
lusory source of comfort or
security. Somewhat similar,
to the pﬂ\il{l!ul!l sentiment
expressed by the deposed
Moghul Emperor, Bahadur
Shah Zafar, when he was
imprisoned by the British
in Rangoon, capital of Bur-
ma, (now Yangon capital of
Myanmar), for suspected
involvement in the 1857
rebellion.

While talking about own-
ership of properties, one
cannot help recalling the
case of Kunwar Mahender
Dhwaj Prasad Singh, whe,
claiming 10 be a descendant
of the Royal families that
ruled Delli earlier, staked
a claim of ownership of, of
all things, the Crutub Minar!

The Archacological Sur-
wey of India, quite rightly,
contested the claim, citing
the monument’s status as a
protected site. Fortunately,
the Delhi High Court final-
ly disrmissed the plea,

(The writer was fornrerly
Chicf Secrefary,
Goverrmien of

Andhrt Pradesh)

Bar and beneh should
foster mutual respect
HIS is with reference o the articke “Justice 's haven-
Courtroom of dignity and cooperation spirit” (THI,
June 25). In a democratic country like India, courts play

a crucial role in the protection of human rights and safe-
guarding fundamicntal rights. Bar-bench refers to the cor-
dial relationship between judges and advocates. Judges are
expected to treat advocates with courtesy, respect and fair-
ness recognizing their crucial role in the administration
of justice. At the same time the primary role of advocates
is 10 represent clients in legal proceedings, whil also up-
holding the law. If judges and advocates stan respecting
each other and act as per their conscience, courts will cer-
tainly become haven to all who approach.

P Vicror Sefvaraj, Tirunclveli-627002

No need for complainants
to visit govt offices
Imndn why people with myriad representations and

complaints are asked to come to the Secretarial or gov-
ernment office, in the first place. Administration can get a
boost by putting all people-related kssues and services on-
line, so that they need not run amund offices for resalving
their genuine issues. With millions of illiterates around,
such online centres can function on a regular basis near
colonies and community halls with technical expens
manning them. This can help people save precious lime
and money and also ensure that their woes are redressed
by the concerned departments. That is the hallmark of
good governance.

G Murali Moliari Rao, Secunderabad-11

Naidu govt must prioritise
welfare schemes

HE NDA government in Andhra Pradesh, led by

Chief Minister Nara Chandrababu Naidu, has com-
pleted an eventful one year in office, Despite challenges,
the government has made significant strides in develop-
mient, attracting investments worth Rs 9.34 ikh croreand
generating 8.5 Lakh jobs. Construction of Amaravati capi-
tal is also on track. However, the government needs to fo-
cus on welfare schemes, such as free bus travel to women
and financial assistance to farmers. By plugging beakages
and targeting benefits to those in need, the govern ment
can reduce the financial burden of welfare schemes.

Sricdewi Tefaswani K, Hyderabad

Why leave alone Justice Varma®?

HAT is surprising even after finding huge un-

accounted currency in the residence of Justice
Yashwant Varma is the absence of action against him
despite the damning evidence, In the light of Article 50
which nowhere says judges are above law and 124 (4)
clearly laying down the procedure for impeachment of
a judge, ustice Varma has clearly committed a criminal
breach of trust by hoarding ill-gotten cash in his home.
Since judiciary is meant to be the final recourse for justice

Book turns spotlight on Yashodara, Buddha’s forgotten wife

Sunita Pant Bansal's ‘The lllusion of lllusions: The Story of Yashodara, Buddha's Wife’ throws new light

Maxik Guera

IDDHARTHA Gatarma walked

away from royalty and family in
search of truth -- and became the
Buddha. His story is etched in his-
oy and the spiritual annals of mil-
lions. But what about Yashodara,
the wife and mother of a newborn
som, he left behined?

That's where “The Illusion of [l-
lusions: The Story of Yashodara,
Buddhas Wife" (Rs 295, Rupa) by
Sunita Pamt Bansal comses in.

The new book tells the story of
the courage and silent resilience of
ithe woman remembered only as
“the wife Siddhartha left behind.
But her story is far more complex
and layered, said the author who
sels oul o give vodee to an untold
story.

“Yashodara’s story also falls into
the bong and painful patiern of his-
torical overshadowing, where the
women cldest 1o iconie men are
erased, simplified, or remembered
only in relation to the men they
were attached to...” Bansal said.
“History tends to spotlight the ones
whoa left, who acted, who preached,
whe conquered, and rarcly the
anes whoe stayed. enduned, re-
flected, or transformed quictly, In
spiritual parratives too, the focus

mother, a seeker, and eventually
a spiritual adept in her own right
who was cast into the margins. The
idea behind “The Nlusion of -
sions” is to “pull Yashodara out of
the shadows, not as & footnote 1o
the Buddhas story, but as a humi-
nous presence in her own right’

The result is a 211-page story in
Yashiodards own voice, beginning
with her encounter with an enlight-
ened Buddha and ending with her
attaining nirvana before him. The
book explores the gamst - rang-
ing from a fairytake wedding to her

itnessi hﬂ hushand's transfor-

has largely been on iati
as the ubtimate act of murap.. says
Bansal, whose bestselling books
inclede “Everyday Gia’, “On the
footsteps of Buddha’, and “Krishna:
The Management Gura”,

She describes Yashodara as

mation from a reserved prince toa
man with a mission, along with the
many “red flags” she overlooked
during thelr 13 years of marriage.
It wraces her overwhelming gricf
when Siddhartha leaves on the

“Her quiet refusal to reduce herself to victimhood
was central to how | envisioned her. Yes, she grieves.
Yes, she questions. But she does not let those
emotions harden into resentment. | saw her as
someone who, over time, begins to understand that
Siddhartha's path, however painful for her, was not
about abandoning her, but about seeking something
larger than both of them”

very day their son Rahul is born,
her sormow as her seven-year-old
son leaves 1o join his father in the
Sangha {community of Buddhist
practigioners), and ultimately her
Uit yel COUrageus journey k-
wards sceeptance and forging her
own path.

According to Bansal, Yashodara's
acoount could have been casily
told through “betrayal, bitterness,
or fury? However, she chose to
highlight Yasho«bara's sirength, her
rebellion and finally her resilience.
“Her quiet refusal to reduce hersel §
to victimhood was central to how
I envisioned her. Yes, she grieves.
Yes, she questions. But she docs
nat let these emotions harden into
resentment. [ saw her as someone
wha, over time, beging 10 under-
stand that Sicdharthas path, how-
wver painful for her, was not about
abandoning her, but about seek-
img something larger than both of
them,” the author explained. Tell-
ing the story of someone wheo has
largely been confined 1o footnotes

or fragments in Buddhist texts and
folklore is no easy task. Bansal, who
undertook the painstaking work of
drawing from early Pali sources,
Buddhist commentaries and re-
gional  retellings,  acknowledged
the challenges in writing what she
described as not a blography or a
scripture but a “blend of history,
imagination and emotional truth’

“The biggest challenge was the
dlence isell] the absence of de-
tail, of vaice, of first-hand insight
inte Yashodaras mind That si-
lence gave me space, but it also
came with responsibility. 1 had w0
infabit that silence with care. Fic-
tiom, in such a context, becomes
a form of respectful restoration,
1 usedd creative license to give ema-
tional flesh to the truth, .. to imag-
ine what it might have felt like 10
be Yashodara, the wife, the mother,
the abandoned and the awakened.
she explained.

Besides Yashodara, the book of-
fers a decper kook into the lives of
other lesser-known women  fig-

ures who played significant roles
in the couples tory, These include
Buddha's aunt and foster mother
Mahaprajapati Gawtami as well as
Yashadara's mother Pamita, who is
alsoa distant cousin of Siddharthas
father King Shuddhodana.

However, Yashodara stays firmly
at the centre, oy ipsed.

“When you write about the less-
er-known pariner in alegendary re-
lationship... 0% casy for the gravita-
tional pull of his legacy to take over
the story. But I was clear that this
wias her journey, not an echo of his.
Ultimately, the challenge was not to
dim Siddhartha’s light, but to reveal
that Yashodara had a light of her
own, o that did nat compete, but
completed the story. And [ think
that's what makes her journcy all
the more profound,” she added.
Bansal now dreams of seeing it
adapted for the screen, In fact, a
few informal conversations about
adapting the boak for filim of tel-
evision are abready underway.

“What gives me hope is that we
are now in a moment where audi-
ences are ready, even hungey, for
layered female narratives. If told
with care, | believe her story will
not only resonate, but also heal, by
offering a new lens on history as
well as the human heart” pointed
out Bansal, who has also authored
numerous  childrens books on
seriptures and Folk literature,

The book is endorsed by cel-
ebrated filmmaker Mahesh Bhan
and  bestselling  author  Anand
Meclakantan,

and the Parli having powers to impeach a judge un-
der Article 124(4), it is time criminal prosecution of Jus-

tice Verma is taken up on an urgent basis as provided by
the Constitution.

K R Srintvazan, Secunderabad-3
thehansreader@gmail.com

Special career gmwth
seminaron June 28

O the occasion of the Silver fubilee Year of the Symbio-
sls Centre for Distance Learning (SCDL), aspecial Career
growth seminar is being organized in Bengaluru featur-
ing renowned entreprencur, investor, and youth mentor
Dr. Arjun Vaidya as the keynote speaker. This seminar is
free and open to all, early and midcareer working profes-
siomals, but registration is mandatory,

Dr. Vabdya will guide the audience on the theme “Re-
inventing Yourself for India's Evolving Job Market” The
session will be held on Samrday, 28th June 2025 at 10:30
AM at Pride Hotel, 93, Richmond Road, Bengalura, In
this session, Dr. Vaidya will shed light on the following
key topics such as How to future-proof your carcer in a
rapidly changing professional Iandnrape. tmbmclng an
=l|llepmwrlal mindset while being in a ;lub. lmpw
tance of upskill i killin
mﬁo)n o brand builder and undersundmswhmand
how to pivet your career.

Read more at
https://epaper.thehansindia.com
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