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Losing its way
by waging war

Israel risks global isolation as support
grows for the Palestinian state

nSunday, the UK, Canada, Australia, and

Portugal recognised an independent Palestine,

indicating further isolation of Israel on the

ghobal stage. The UN General Assembly, in
session in New York, is set to see the international
community voice its support for the two-state solution
and censure Israell action in Gaza, described by a UN
probe mission as genocidal. The change in the UK's
stance is significant because the British Crown was
behind the 1917 Balfour Declaration that sowed the
seed for o Jewish homeland in Palestine — Palestine
wis under Brish mandate tll the end of World War 1T
and the birth of Israel in 1948, With over 75% of UN
members now recognising the Palestinian State, Tel
Aviv I8 niow leaning on its main backer, the US, more
than ever: Multiple surveys suggest that support for
Israel in the US is declining, and steeply.

O the ground, all this adds up to very litde as of now.
The toll in the war has crossed 65,000, and millions
Hiave fled Gaza,a wasteland of the dead and debris, But
the symbalism of the world closing ranks for Palesting
holds long-term repercussions for the region, Global
activism in favour of a Palestinian State, envisaged in
the 1993 Oslo Accords and agreed to by Istael, canturn
the Jewish State into an international outcast, glvea
fillip toa new resistance in West Asia, reverse Tel Aviv's
recent diplomatic gains in the Gulf achieved through
the Abraham Accords, and lead to the making of new
solidarities. Another inttfada (uprising) looks unlikely:
Tsrael’s occu pation of the West Bank and its grip over
the Palestinian National Authority, under president
Mahmoud Abbas, has hollowed out e But
history ks full of strange twists and turns,

Anindependent Palestine appeared as good as dead
two years ago. The terror attack by Hamas fighters
within Iscaed that beft hundreds dead and many aken
hostage, saw an outraged global community
sympathising with Tel Aviv. But the Benjamin
MNetanyahu administration’s disproportionate
response, its refusal to distinguish between terrorists
and civilion residents of Gaza, including children, and
brazen aggression against nelghbouring nations, have
deprived Israel of the moral high ground, and revived
supponrt for a free Palestine. Tel Aviv's unilateralism,
refusal of its fighters to spare even UN personnel,
health care workers, and children in food queues, and
stonewalling of o ceasefire have cost Istael friends.
Palestinians number over 10 million, half of them
refugees: the current war has further diminished the
prospects of the two people coexisting in peace. That
hias only increased the precarity of life in the region —
both Palestinian and lsraeli. Tel Aviv could change
course for its own good.

In the name of faith,
worshipping noise

he devout in the city seem to believe that the Gods
Tluvc nolse. Over the past four days, Navratr

celebrations in the national capital have seen a
nightmarish repeat of the cacophony of the Kariwar
Yaira period, with boomboxes blaring music late into
the night, disrupting health-critical sheep for many —
the elderly. children, and patients are particularly
vulnerable, Science has been clear about the harm of
nolse pollution for a long time. The health effects of
night-time rest deficit due to ambient sounds are
immediate and long-term. Research also shows that
even when we are fast asleep, noise triggers the
amygdala — the region of the brain that controls
emotions such as anxiety and stress — and causes the
release of stress hormones Hke cortisol and adrenaline,
which, over the years, raises the risk of heart attack,
type 2diabetes, and other conditions,

Ttis baffling that boomboxes continue to blane music
unchecked, despite the curbs prescribed by law and
impased by the courts. The Noise Pollution (Regulation
ane Control) Rules 2000 mandate strict ambient
daytime and night-time nolse caps. But few care.
Festivals have made this much worse, with loud, all-
day blaring of music becoming more a flexing of
religious muscle than o manifestation of faith or
warship, Mega sound systems booming through the
night are alse in violation of the Supreme Court’s
matlonwide ban on the use of loudspeakers after 10 pm
— the Delhi government has relaxed this deadline by
two hours, The State seems notonly unwilling to act
against such violations, but also passively encouraging
the non-State players involved in this by privileging
unwarranted display of faith over public health. While
a harassed cltizenry Is forced to lose sleep, the State
seems to be in perennial stumber.

Behind the West's rising v

dislike of Indian migrants

An ethnically assertive
and prosperous
community < very
aware of "llll.l very vocal
about the rise of the
country of its roots — has
invited native wrath

he surge of hatred for
lmmigrants seross the
workd 15 almost unprece:
demted. It is not just the
HIB kssue, In the UK and
Australla, the strects have
recently seen hundreds of thousands
of provesters gather wo decry Immigra-
toa. Disturbing clips of Indian-angin
peraang belng assaulied have gone
furape, countibes as far apart
aland amd Inekand have seen siml-
rotests and attacks on Indlan-orl-
i persens, There are wider Bsies at
stake here, all of which will impact
that Indlan expatiiate communiy.
The IIITIH throughout history, has
rsen amld cconomle sullering, dis-
content with the raling elite, cormp-
1o, and unemploymsent. Ewrope, ra-
i thonally thee base for such exclusion-
ary sentiments, had been warning of
thie Flge of the far Right and intro-
duiced o Resolution i XK on wiys o
combat 18 But that vear, unemploy-
maent wias ok a historke bow, Indicating
theit ather factors were at pay.
Offielal figures show 334 of 426
preaple arvested [n 22 Ewropean Unlon
[EUy countries for terrorlsme-related
offences were linked w jihadls weror-
I, R Bedamlsn preachers such as
that UK's Anpem Chioudary have func-

thaned with impunity, Choadary con-
tinued his radicalisation lectures
agross Morth America desplite the
banmnbng of his groap, Al Mugahivoun,
A questlon was ralsed in the Euro=
pean Parliament abowt the bwe mil-
Hoa euros of Farelgn Tund ing recelved
by the Orebro Mosque In Sweden,
where the preacher wos found to
b an BS1S recrudter. At the al-Mubsi-
nln Mosguie i Bonn, radical preach-
ers encouraged the il
b amtend “al-4aeda tradning
camips”, Masgues, nstlites,
and study centres with

Hinks oo the Muslim Brother-
ere alia funded In

AIL of this has stoked
Islamophobda. In Australia,
8 coses of online Bslano-
phobic abuse were recardid
between January 20X and Movenber
2024, 8 weere 209 In- persan inckdents.
Tha tpphing pobnt, ROWever, seeims e
have been the worldwide protests
aguinst the genoekde In Gaes, inelud-
Ingg inall mullm Australlan and Euro-
pean cltles, n the US, partlealarly, &
was opposed as carryling wo kesim ko
Far, “In suppoat of Hamas and Hezbl-
lah”.

Alongslde come Hinduphobla,
Wheare anel o did thi tems arog up?
A o i 1t turn ik hate agalns
Bindblans? The term can be traced back
to protests by Hindus in the US. In
Callfornia, a few years ago, nd kan-orl-
in people obgected to thi mentlon of
cate discrimination n school text-
boiks as “Hinduphobda” and “blos
agalngt lndlans”, Protests organlsed
by sveral Himdu groups n the LS —
Fnvclucling the Hindu Amserien Foun-

ara
Kartha

dation, set wp in 2003 — began tobe
portrayed as assertions ol “Hindu
matbonalisn”, India's domestic politics
Taund its way Into thi US expatriane
community, Hindu sites in the Us
ladsted “community pride” 0s an
assertion of Identlty, even as lew pall-
ticlans on both sides of the commu-
ity fostered hate agoinst the other,

Al of this came twogether In a texlc
mix of caste, religlon, and divided
prolitical loyaleles, Thie setting
ol miew ternpbis across the
US, particularly the BAPS
Swaminarayan temple in
New Jorsey (the largest
Hinelu temple outslde Asla),
ardd a slew of organisations
abmed ot deamming up
Aupport from wealthy Indi-
an b the US for polltical
gl back home, added 1o
all of this

This snowballed s the numbser of
Indian migrants grew — between 2060
and 2020, Indlians became the second-
largist mlgrant community inthe US
after the Mexicans, This trend of
migration was rellected across the
world, with the World Migration
Report 204 noting that [ndians were
the largest migrant groug in 2082
Pakistanis and Bangladeshis formed
much smaller migrant whiles,

And this was net merely about
nuimbers, 16 reflected the surglng
demand for skilled Indians in high-
paying secters such as bnformation
1\1I||m||w. health care, and finance,
o name a few, This was nat just in the
LS, but elsewhere in the devibopd
world too, 1t was seen In the UK,
where Indlans typleally reside In
uppir-cass negghbourhoods and eam

suffering,

with th

Far miore than the ather mmigrant
groups fram South Asla, Mumbers
T alse been rlslng In Cermany and
thi Netherlands, where well-heeled
Indlans are establishing businesses
and ereating o huge economis lmpact
on thelr respeetive ccanombes. [n
short, suddenly, Indians are every-
whtre, viry awane of and very vocal
abaut thelr country's rlse In world
affalrs,

While lslamophobia 1 ted to the
threat of terrar, antl-Indsanlsm 18 not.
What Is apparent s the marked shift
from the era when Indlans were
Knowm b Live guibetly and unobir-
slvely i the ene In which "natlonal-
Iat”, "ethnlcally aware” Indlans are
Dl gy wosed by the politicl establish-
s In thelr adopted countries, lor
thie nfluence they are perceivid to
hold in thelr communitles. External
affalrs minister 5 Jalshankar, while
Jaraksdig thedr contributions, alsosald
Ehat I Feult tivees, “wie (Inclia) have
ot your back”. That s certainly com-
rnendabile and necessary suppart

Bt pragmatically, @ woubd be far
Better iF Indlan migrants were to
Dlenal o with adopted country, and
present o united front woa warld
whare s milnor “activist” such the sirl-
dently antl Immigrant activist Hie

we

Charlie Kirk becomes anational hero,
sl becarnas the rallyling polnt for LS
Presldent Donald Trump and the
MAGA In his fight against immigra-
o andl the HIE visa programime.
It 1 also thme that New Delhi oo
alckered o different sowree of Influenee,
by nwiting American and Enropean
univeraities o operate hire rather
than allowlng our wealth to shift to
Bowelgn shores via the roube of Indlans
choosing to study abroad. An econ-
aimny that ks set o b the third-largest
wlabally should be prepared 1o com-
e v I Eerms of Wiges, opportu-
mitses, aindd Hiving standards o eneour-
age Indlans o stay here Instead of
Booking to move to the developed
ld. But for quality of lfe that
Erispae for exnmple offers, first chean
A VORI RS el Vour et Showease
the real huarmility wd compassion of
Inilia's rich eiwvilisational history aned
Halbow this on the ground In Parlia-
ek, In instiutions and in schoals
and colleges. These are troubled
Kl ag oA nelghbourhood shows,
el ghere I8 o time b waste,

Taru Kuriisa is dirsctor, reseurch

arad aifinidy
Larend Wlar fa
The views expressed are personal

Delivering the Ayushman
Bharat promise to citizens

hen Ayushman Bharat (AB)
PRA-JAY wias bauie hid From Ran-
il o 2008, it marked the begin:
g of o new era in health care
access. By extending o 25 lakh annual bealth
cover e valnerable families and enabling
cashless transactions, it fcilitated paperless
treatmient aeross thie country, [recall Prims
Minkster (M) Narendra Modi's words from
that day, Mo one nthe country should be
deprived of quality health care anly because
they cunnot afford iL" he sakd

Wi have mde tremendous progress n
translating the PM's ambitious vision inte
reality. I this short period, the scheme has
o the Iieline of our most valnerable
brothers aind slsbers across the country, The
scheme Is belng implememed natlonwide,
with thie unfertunate exception of West Ben-
gk Adof August 2025 aver ML crore hospétal
admisslons have been authorised, ranslating
Into more than 2148 lakh crore in
cashless care and recorded out-of-
pocket savings.

The impact of AR PM-JAY b8 pro-
Tounid A clecade ago, Tormdlies pakd for
medical eare almost entively out of
pocket. Taday, that burden has falkn
sharply, with nearly 6 crone people
protected by AR PV-JAY. The benefl-
elary base expanded to 12 erore fiml-
Nl I 20022 1o sccount for dicadal
population growth, The Ashas, anganwadl
workers and thelr fTamibies were added In
March 2024, and all citizens aged above 70
vears wire covered negand less of thilr incomse
frcam Otobior 024 thaough the hiwian
Wandana Card. Addit HML:.GI”)'. mlm!l:LI';Mcrm
g and patform workers are belng lncluded
uneler the scheme, further widening the reach
afthis slormmativee lealth care Inltiative,

Thit schiemie las nog anly provided inancial
redled but also dignity and confldence, espe-
wlally for thie eldery wnd the grossroots healt
workferee, whose service has been farmally
recogndasd, Additlonally, convergenee of var-
ous al and state health i ance
schemes with Ayushman Bh las
Improved eflichency, reduced dupication and
ensured that benefits reach people ina slm-
per anad Eransparent way.

By Hnanetal pratection and imgroved
acheme efflclency, AB PM-JAY's Impact Is
now evident in measurable health outcomies
A Liencat weglonal health study reported o %
rhse In imely initatien of cancer treatment
wilthin 30 days of diagnasis for AB PM-JAY
beneficiaries, unders coring varly acoess after
lnancial barriers were removed. Today,
access la timely, affordable, and life-saving
Economie Survey 2021-22 found greater
declines in infant mortality rates (IMR) and
wnelier-5 ialiy rabes (USMER]) amsng stafes
that adopted the schime vis-a-vis the non-
adlopeing states,

Ayvushinan Blaarat has openid the doos ot
aily of paibilc lospatads bt a s of some ol the
bt private hospitals for needy cltisens. The
scheme hos 52 hospltals empanclled.
Inchusding 15,00 private fcllithes, rellecting u

I BRING MORE
TEHOSPITALS ON
I IALLY

P Nadda

balanced publle=private participation, The
expanding network indleates deepening
aceess Inunderserved reglons through h(ltl:
fruablie wned private particlpation

Much of the specialised care |8 provided by
prtvate hospatals, bringing the best of medical
et within reach of thie poorest lumilles,
This has stmulated private investiment in
Fialthy core, s w iow e many new hospals
comilng up n smalber owns, reduclig the geo-
wraphical inequalithes that long plagued our
health systen, The schemie has also promoted
ligital healsh, as it |8 pevvered by & stite-of-the-
art IT systenm that ensures seambess benelicl-
ary ldentilication, e=claims, frand analytics,
and portability, enabling reatment across
wtubes, Hobaist sifeguards keep e toa milnl-
o, at cndy 0,355 of autherised admissions,
supporbed by de-cmpanelment and Hnes for
errant haosptals, Complemanting thase maas-
s I8 o three-tler grievands red ressol system
al the district, state, and natlonal lev
wls, which rebnforces accountaliliy,

Tha genesls ol this translormation
Dhees by thve M wshom, I 2006, as the
Unlon hiakth mandster, Ehod the priv-
g of ¢ halring the executive board
of thie Waerld Health Organisation in
Geneva. Universal health coverage
was the dominamt theme of discus-
slong, amd | often reflected on how
lindla, with 18 scale and complexity,
ooubd achieve this goal, Guided by the vision of
thie PM, we were able to formulate PM-JAY,
Thie PM personally discussed every detall. We
apent many late evenings refining the plan
before it wos ||I1|1nwul by the Cabinet and
lainched In 2008 Even after the launch, he
reimalned deeply engaged. Duriing his travels
acroes the country, he often met Ayushiman
Bharat beneliclaries and drew on thelr feed-
back o suggest arther Improvements.

Seven years later, Ayushiman Bharat
stamds o8 the world's largest health assur-
anee programmie, Yet the journey @8 (e from
[SHTS 1 hoge West Bengal will soon jodn,
w0 that people of the state too can beneflo
From the scheme. We must also bring more
private |"’3”"'" am board, especially in
underserved reglons, o Imprave access,
stlrmulne com petition, and ralse standards,
AR tha same time, cantinuos upgradation of
puibilie hosplials s cssentlal

Anather priorty is o Integrate Ayushman
Bharat mese v with primary health care,
strengthen refervals, longltudinal digital
records, and Follow-up enatded by the pat-
form, Patlents shoukd be able to move seam-
lesly froem health and welliess contres todis-
trke | vl 1 I
ary © Strong referral systems, robust
digleal health records, and fllow-up mecha-
Al st support this chain, We mus also
ensure that claims are monitered carefully
and paymments to hospitals are made on e,
Theaat will malmtaln thie trust of providers and
atrengthin the s 3

As we mark seven years of Ayushman Bha-
rat, our alm I8 o future whire every Indlan,
regordliss of inceme of geography, has equal
aicceas o high-guality health care, The task 18
L, bt our resolve 3 . n the years
ahead, Ayushman Bharat will remain a sym-
bl af theie PM's viskon, D government's com-
mlement, and the nation's determination
pratect the health of its people,

S0 Pt Unien endaister for hoadth sed
firenidy welfare, and provident, [P,
The views expressed are persanal

ALEXANDER STUBB
wr

I've been speaking to PM Modi

recently abe
Ukrain

it the situationin
. India has a geopolitic

stake here. So we need to get

them involved

In Novartis patent case,
India has a BIT of cover

Blockbuster cardiae drug, Vymaoda,
buased o a dack of novelty and Invent-

e steps as requined under the Patent Act,
This revecation will pave the way for the
entry of cheaper generies into the market,
benediting patlents, Novartls may challenge
this revoeation in the Delhl High Court

Beslides the legaliny of this [ssue wder the
Pratents Act, o also neods o understand the
ramilcations of this actlon under Interna-
thanal low, namely, bilsteral investment reat-
bes (BITs) that empawer foredgn Investors
brlng clalma against host States before an
Investbor-state dispute settlernent (1505) iriba-
nal. This is relevant because Novartls 1s a
Swiss comipany whase Investmaent In Dndia s
protected under the India-Switzerland BIT,

Maoreaver, globally, there are quite a fow
caes, sich as BN Lity v Canada ansd
Phiblip Morris v Auestralia, where for-
elgm investors have used BITS o
challenge thi host State's regulatory
maaures alfecting thlr intelleetusl
patent rights (IFRs). Forelgn inves-

hie Bndian Patent Offlce (IMO) has
I revoked the patent of Noviartis For s

Nevvrtas case, 1t s cructal 1o bear in mind that
thie patent appl ication was fled in 2007, This,
1P thi patent right 18 seen a8 an inseparatde
part of Novartls's ongolng |nvestment that
wis made before 2007, an 1305 irlbunal will
havee the jurlsdiction to hear the case.
Howiever, an rlbunal laving pirlsdec-
ton, 8 Movartls challenges this patent revoo
o, I8 Just one part of the story. The other
aqually redevant part I8 whither an 1505 trl-
Baimal will find such revocation a vialatlon of
the Flghts that forel gn ivestors enjoy under
th BIT. are two substantive rights that
Mot can allege have been breached: The
right to falr and equitable weatment (FET)
and the right agadnst expropriation. 1506 -
bunals have repeatedly beld that the FET pro-
vishon includes the concept of legitimate
expectations,
So, could Mowvartls have the legitimate
expectation that it patent woukl not
be revoked? The answer s a
resounding no, Mo forelgn nvestor
cam lave a legitimate expectation
that o host $tate shall not sct in
aceordance with its domestic law,

wors have been able t bring these  Prabhash  The Bndian Patent Act allows for the
il sinee IPRS are recognised as Ranjan revecatien of a patent on post-grant
forelgn investmens worthy of profec: - oppasition — a fact that Novartl s

Sl umder the BT An 1505 5l bunal
Wl v Jurlsd lctlon bo hear o case hmlu;ht
1sesdl

Fully aware of. Thus, patent revoca-
o cloes ot violate the FET provision, unless

by larelgn Investor IF0
an Investment. Thus, the ku questlon |5
whither Novartls can ¢hall
o ol its patent before an I.‘.il
To answer this question, one will have o
enanilie several Bt First ard fonemost, India
unillaterally sermanated s BT with Switeeriand
I 2007, Howeewer, thie Bndla-Switeerland BT, due
o thie suirwert clanise, remadi dflective for o fur
thwr period of 15 yewrs fram the date of s eemi-
nation in respect of investments made or
acquired before the Accordingly,

Itean b gl it thie law Pl nirbi-
trarily, What about protect lon from expropri
atlon? 1508 tribuna S ru:tlf held
that establishing unlawlul expropriation
requires o high threshold of substantial depri
vation o forelgn investment, Given the exten-
atve operation of Movarts in India and s
pracluct partlalio, it s unlikely thae
oy ol e patent woukl lead to o sub-
al degrivation of its investment. More-
aver, in BN Lily v Camada, where the Canadian

prabection Is avallable under the BIT o Swis
lvestmient in Inclia ol 2002 Wik Novartls has
Ber ot i Dol For (TR

s el lvalidated the patents hald by the
Torelgn bnwestor, thie 1508 wibunal, giving del-
erence 0 Camadian courts, had held that such

il patent right that swas revoked here was
sorannaedd in XL, L. after five years of the treaty's
lumlnullcu: I thae mumlm; u(lur\-lgn |l|\’\'?|l

lidation did not violate Conada’s abliga-
thona,

This case demonstrates that States need

ot worry about 1506 clalms i they act in o

b
un It Cardiac drw;. an L‘ilmrlrmnul will ot hl
il ter haear the cosedue toa lack ol jurisdiction,

Honwever, an altermative, broader inberpre
tathan I8 plausible. As it was held In o case
Kknerwm a8 CROB v Stovakia, even i a transac-
o, standing alone, does not qualily os an
Invvestonent, the clispute would ssll be deemed
foarise out al an nvestment M chat transac-
o Torems an insegral part of anoverall opers
atlon that gualifies as an investment, In the

] discri WY e
ner. Nometheless, a key takeaway |s thas the
1P and other autherities dealing with the
PR of forelgn Investors shoubd internalise
Inelia’s dnter national law obligations so that
thelr declsions are robust and will stanc inter-
natlonal seruting.

Proifhashy Bueynn s professer and
wier hear, Jidd Globof Law School.
e wienasn eprensed are pereonl
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SCIENCE

Physics o

f light-based computers

could change the way Al works

Researchers studving nonlinear interactions between intense light pulses passing through

s fibres uncovercd something unusual: they Tound it is

possible to use the physics of light in optical fibres to perform Al tasks potentially muoch Bister and using less energy than teaditional computers

Ludsia Gl

odern computing banks on
comventioral electronics and
algorithms to process data,
But because the hardware
operates aceording tw the laws of physics,
clita processing has o physical speed
limit, T ilability of power further
constrilng this speed, especially i the
soltware being run is a power guzeling
artificlal intelligenee (A1 model, Thus one
major precccupation of sclentists
worldwide Is coming up with new kinds
of computers that increase the speed limit
by operating differently,
Crnee preomising kind is lght based,
a ke, optical, computing, T
computers use photons, the
light, rather than electrons, Bec
photons travel at the speed of light
photonic devices generate bess hea
eliectronic devices do, optieal computing
promises to be faster, have mao
buncwidth, and he mor eificlent.
An important part of an optical
computer wil be the optical ibres that
transmit data from one component
another within the machine, This
particular technology is aleeady in use
worldwide: it transmits billions of bytes of
it etween countries and continents
and enables superfast internet services,

A new door

But belore sclentlsts can use optical
computing to supercharge Al model
they need some handles o contral o
physical properties of light. Light us
behaves in a

when it passes through media like glass or
wilter, Selentists know this as Hght's lnear
rEspOnsE.

However, when light pulses are very
irtense, ke those lssued by a powerful
laser, they elicit a different response from
the materdal they inssing throwgh.
This is the non-linear regime. Among
others, light pulses in this reglme can
imterfere with each other, spread out or
converge, and generate new frequenches
ecdonars) of light,

Recently, two research teams - from
Tampere Unbversity in Finland and
Université Marie et Louds Fasteur in
Franee - studied nonlinear interaction
between intense light pulses passing
through thin glass fibres and uncovered
something unusual. The researchers
reported that it's possible to use the
physics of light in opeical fibres o
perform complex Al tasks potentially
much faster and with less energy than
traditional computers. The work has
apened 4 door to new types of Al
hasrdware thit can be used in arcas where
speed and efficiency are eritieal. The
findings were published in Optical Letters
in June.

Image to numbers and back
In the study, the researchers fooused on
an Al model ealled an extreme learning
A of using
Itdomnal computer chips, they used the
physical properties of light teavelling
throagh optical bres to perform
caleulations, Thelr main goul wis o
understand how well this approach
worked for ree u;.llb:l::u i sned what
factor cted it
An ELM I3 g type nd el network
that is fast and simple. It has only one
hidden layer (between the input and
output liyers), and only the output

g e

weights are traioed. The ELM finds these
widghts In a single step wsing o
mathermatical method, rather than
learning through repeated adjustments
like in deep neural networks,

In this setup, the input
mage, was transtormed ine
mumbers. This made it easier for the
metwaork o separate and classify different
wypes of inputs, Then, the ELM used a
simple linear ealeulation e match the
wransformed data to the correct label, e,
which digit an image shows,

The researchers use the unlgue
properties of light in optieal fibres to
pertorm the transformation needed for
the ELM. Each image was first downsized

liker From 26 » 28 pixels o 10 = 10 = to fit
the limited bandwidth of the lght pulse
“Thiee b data was then encoded onto a
very shoet pulse of lght, either by
ehanging the phase (how the Hght wave
escillates) or the amplitude thow strong
thie light 1) at different frequencies.

like am

Fingery in the colours
The encoded light pulse was then sent
through a length of optical fibre. The
pulse fibre interactions were in the
nonlinear regime. The researchers
wracked how the fibre responded to the
pulses and how different colours of light
ravel at different speeds, a property
ealled dispersion, These changes mixed
napr thwe Information in the Lght pulses ina
way that wis hard to reverse — but useful
Hor the ELM's transformation step,

At the end of the fibre, the team
mizsured how much light there was of
wach colour. This spectrum contained a
“fingerprint’ of the original lm

transtormed by the fibre's nonlinear

effects. The team used it as the hidden
Layer in the ELM — the computing laver
between e Input and the outpis tla.n
pave rise b the machine's ‘intelligene
In this
o thousands of Libelled g
thiey tested the model on new im
s byow accurately it eould elassity them.
With optimal settings, the team found
that the ELM was more than 91
at recognising handwritten digits using
the optical fibre's anomalous dispersion
regime and maore thin 93% ac 'y in
the normal dispersion regime. Thes:
resuilts were ¢lose to those schieved by
traclitional computer-based ELMs but
sehbeved wsing the physies of light
1 of electronics,

Let there be light

According to the published paper,

incre sing the strength of the ponlinear
and the fibre Abre length Improved
v, but only up to a point. Too
1inerease caused the system to
become unstable and less sccurate, There
s thus an optimal range for these
parameters.,

In sum, the study demonstrated that
optical fibres can be used as powerful
tosals For machine leaming, specifically for
tasks ke image recognition,

By carefully tuning the system's
parameters and understanding the effects
of nobse and encoding, its possible o

achieve high accuracy using the natural
properties of light,

This approach could lead to new,
faster, and more efhclent Al systems in
the Future The scientists who led the
teams behind the study sald in a
atement: “This work demonstrates how
tundamental research in nonlinear fibre
optics can drive new approaches o
compistation.”

The sty paper did note some
limitations it sald could be overcome in
future research,

For example, the team’s model didn't
Inelude all possible real world effects,
such as changes in the light's polarisation
(the direction in which its e i feld
oscilates), 1t sadd future work could akso
explore encoding Information on different
pobarisation states or using mose complex
optical fibres,

There i also a stated potential wo
Improve the system by measuring not just
thee spectrum’s intensity but also its
phase,

This sald, the study highlighted the
opportunities within light-based
computing with optical fibres o meet the
wrowing demand tor faster as well as
smarter Al By using the speed and
efficiency of light, computers of the future
could think and learn in ways that may
make the Al models svailable w s today
seem erude. But this will take many more
yers a8 experts and businesspersons
design and test new technologies like
phetonie integrated cireuits and optical
neural networks.

{Quidsta Gand s an agtant profesoer i
the Department of Plysics, Government
Diegree College Pattar, Baramulla,
quelsiagamGagnaail.com)
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Wiwes Latter Basco, inthe nathern Phillppines,
ai Typhoon Ragiaa made landiall on Menday, AP

China to evacuate
400,000 as Super
Typhoon Ragasa
approaches

Assoclated Press

he Chinese city of Shenzhen
hegan preparing to evacuate
A00,000 people whike residents

of the northern Philippines sought shelter
Super
Typhoon Ragasa continued on a collision
course with southern China

The typhoon made landfall on the
Philippines’ Calavan lslind, part of the
sparsely populated Babuyan chain, a3
i (0700 GMT), aceording to the
Philippine weather service,

As ol 2 pm (DE00 GMT), maximum
sustained winds of 215 kph were reported
at the storm's eentre, with gusts reaching
as high as 295 kph, the national weather
service sabd.

*I woke up beeause of the strong wingd
1t was hitting the windows, and it
sstinuched 1 machine that was switched
i Tirso Tugagao, o resident of
il a coastal town in northern

of Ruell Rapsing
Iuld .u\I 1 his veam was prepared for “the
waorst”,

Just aver 10,000 Filipinos were
evacuited across the country, with
schools and government offices closed
Mandiay in the Manila region and across
29 peher provinces,

A much larger operation will take |
in China's Shemzhen, where authorities
sabdl late on September 21 they planned to
move hundreds of thousands of people
froam comstal and low-lying reghons,

Multiphe other cltles in Guangdong
province announced clisses and work
wonild be cancelled, and public
transpartation suspended because of the
typhoon,

m

Horg Korg-based Cathay Pacific sald it
expected to cancel more 500 flights
as Ragasa threatened the hnancial hub.,

A spokeswoman for the alrline said
passenger (lights in and out of Horg Kong
International Alrport would be halted
firoam 6 prn Tuesday, “resuming during
daytime howrs on Thursday®,

ely torrential’
lwan, the state weather service
predicted a chance of “extremely
torrential rain” in the country's east,

“Ies storm radius is quite karge, about
120 fkilometres). Although the typhoon's
centre is still some distance away, its
wide, strong wind held and outer
fon are already affecting parts of

Jammses W, a loeal fire department
afficer, wold AFP that evacuitions were
Ggedng i mountinous areas nesr
Pirgtung.

*Whit worries us more ks that the
damage could be similar to what
happened during Typhoon Kolnu two
yeirs ago,” he added, describing a storm
thist saw utility poles collapse and
sheet-metal roofs sent flying into [h[‘ air,

Philippine government w
specialist John Grender Almario suid
Sunday that “severe flooding and
landslides” could e expected in the
northern areas of the main islind Lugon,

Thie threat of Mooding lrom Ragas
comes just a day after thowsands of
Filipirios took to the streets to protest a
growdng corruption scandal imalving
tlood control projects that were shabbily
constructed or never completed.

The Philippines is the first major
landmass facing the Pacific cyclone belt,
and the archipelago is hit by an average of
20 storma and typhoons each y
putting millions of people in
disaster-prone areis In a state of constant
poverty, Sehentists warn that storms are
Becoming more powerful as the world
witrms due to the effects of human-driven
climate clange,

For fesdback and suggestions
for “Sckence’, plea: it to
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A comundrum

Houschold spending can boost the

economy, but it needs a jump-start
T he government's push this year to spur

consumption in the economy is a much-
needed policy re-prioritisation at a time
when several other engines of growth are either
flagging or plateauing. The economy is a compo-
site of household consumption, private invest-
ment, government expenditure and net exports.
Of these, only government expenditure has wit-
nessed robust growth over the past few years,
thanks to the Modi government s infrastructure
push. It has also made available interest-free
lpans to States to do the same. However, as Fi-
nance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman has indicated
in the last two Union Budgets, even though the
Centre will increase its capital expenditure, it will
not be at the blistering rate of 30%-35% that the
early past-COVIDA9 pandelmc years saw. The go-
has other d and defence
priorities that need funds too. It is time for the
private sector to step up its investments. Private
irvestment has grown, but not nearly at the rate
needed to move India from 6%-6.5% growth to
the more than 8% needed to meet the targets. Gi-
ven that industrial capacity utilisation has not
crossed 0% since March 2011, the only way to in-
duce more private investment is to increase de-
mand substantially. Net exports, especially mer-
chandise, are struggling due to the global
uncertainty around trade, and the U.S.'s 50% ta-
riffs imposed on Indian imports. That is, demand
from abroad is petering out, which leaves house-
hold consumption to do the heavy lifting.

There are two ways to encourage people to
spend — increasing their incomes and lowering
prices. The GST rate reforms, with effect from
September 22, are a significant step in executing
the latter. According to a study published by FIC-
€1, more than three-fourths of rural monthly ex-
penditure will attract either nil or 5% GST rates.
This was previously 56%. For urban Indians, this
proportion has been increased from half to two-
thirds. On the income side, the government tried
o put more money in people’s pockets by reduc-
ing income-tax rates in Budget 2025. This was a
welcome and necessary step, although it is not
enough to encourage a change in spending beha-
viour. People are more likely to save than spend
that extra amount. The other way dlsp-usablz in-
come will rise sub ially is if co de-

PHC doctors — a case where the caregivers need care

rimary Health Centre (PHC) doctors

form the unshakable foundation of the

Indian public health system. They

serve not merely as doctors but also as
planners, coordinators and leaders. For millions
in India’s hinterlands, they are the only accessible
face of medicine.

Their role extends far beyond clinical care -
from public health programmes to disease
surveillance. PHC doctors bridge the health
system and the last person in a remote village.
They stand at the intersection of community
needs and policy intent, holding together a vast
and fragile health-care network.

A PHC typically serves a diverse population of
around 20,000 peaple, including women,
«children, the elderly with chronic illnesses, and
other vulnerable groups. In hilly and tribal
regions, it is around 20,000 - in urban
areas, it stretches to 50,000 pauple With a
mudest team and Anite resources, PHC doctors
shoulder the care of entire communities. Their
work draws upon the founding principles of
primary health care: equitable access,
community involvement, intersectoral
coordination, and pragmatic use of technology,
delivered not just in policy papers but in the
actual lives of people.

Their responsibilities go well beyond the
examination table. They eoordinate
immunisation campaigns, conduct door-to-door
surveys, manage vector control, run school
health programmes along with Medical Officers
from the Rashtriya Bal Swasthya Karyakram
(RESK), and respond to field outbreaks. They
organise health education sessions, engage in
inter-sectoral meetings, and participate in gram
sabhas to promote community health,

Visiting Anganwadis and sub-centres,
mentoring Accredited Social Health Activists
(ASHA), Auxiliary Nurse Midwives (ANM), and
willage health workers, conducting review
meetings and audits are all a part of their daily
rhythm. These are not checkboxes. They are the
threads tying public health programmes to
people, and keeping national health policies alive
at the grass-root level.

Yet, these efforts are rarely acknowledged in
workforce metrics or planning. While national
programmes lean heavily on field-level execution,
the pressure these duties place on already
stretched personnel often goes unnoticed.

A crushing clinical load
0m a busy day, a PHC doctor sees around 100

cide to increase wages. However, apart from a
few niche sectors, India has an oversupply of la-
bour, and wages will simply not grow fast
enough. There is also a skill deficit that needs o
be urgently addressed. This is the unfortunate
redicament that the Indian economy finds itself
: consumption is the only driver of growth that
is largely immune to global factors. But it also has
high inertia, needing relatively more fiscal invest-
ment before it can get a jump-start.

In centres far away froma
Basic/Comprehensive Emergency Obstetric and
Newborn care (BEmONC/CEmONC) facility,
nearly 100 pregnant women attend antenatal
outpatient (0P} service on designated days. Each
consultation is a race against time. In that brief
time, they must listen with care, examine the
patient thoroughly, arrive at a diagnosis, and offer
the right treatment, without compromising
«clinical rigour or compassion. The burden of
meeting programme-driven targets only

D A, Chandiran
Joseph

is a postgraduate in
Community Medicine,
Chenmnai

Any investment
in public health
must begin
with those who
make it work,
hut the system
cannot be built
with

doctors who
are fatigued

intensifies the strain.

Unlike specialists focused on one domain, PHC
doctors must stay updated across the entire
medical spectrum — from newbom care to
geriatrics, infectious diseases to mental health,
and trauma and chronic illnesses — and are
expected to treat emergencies of every specialty
without having time to summon help. Added to
this daily crush, they are expected to keep pace
with updated treatment protocols, national
puidelines and the steady churn of medical
knowledge.

The space for learning or reflection has
become a rarity, a quiet casualty of a system that
never slows down. Hence, even simple research
becomes a luxury, despite being the primary
contributors of health data.

Administrative work, burnout

Perhaps the most overlooked burden is
administrative work. What began as a sul

task has quietly grown into a parallel job. PHCs
today maintain over 100 physical registers:
outpatient records, maternal and child health,
non-communicable diseases, drug inventory, and
sanitation, among others.

To this, digital systems have been added: the
Integrated Health Information Platform (IHIP),
Population Health Registry (PHR), Ayushman
Eharat Partal, Integrated Disease Surveillance
Programme (IDSP), Health Management
Information System (HMIS), and UWIN for
immunisation. These were meant to streamline
documentation. In reality, they have created
duplication. Many doctors now enter the same
data twice — on paper and electronically. The
wrangle between digitisation and physical
records is a false dichotomy; PHC doctors are
made to juggle both, with neither systern fully
supporting them.

Support staff receive devices for data entry, but
the need for parallel paper records persists. With
limited assistance, physicians often stay late to
complete documentation after their clinical
duties, The second shift, filled with paperwork,
has become routine. Ironically, those trained to
treat are now consumed by computers.

The result of this multi-dimensional burden is
a slow, invisible erosion: burnout. It i not a term
widely used in the Indian public health context,
but the signs are hard to miss.

The Lemcet has termed physician burnowt as a
global public health erisis, marked by emotional
exhaustion, detachment and a sense of futility,
The International Classification of Diseases
(ICD-1D) issued by the World Health Organization
(WH) recognises it as an occupational
phenomenon, underscoring the need for
systemic, not just clinical, solutions. Dr. Vivek
Murthy, former Surgeon General of the United
States, wrote in The New England Journal of
Medicine that burneout stems not just from long
hours but from the growing gap between a health
worker’s calling and the system they are trapped

in.
A meta-analysis in the WHO Bulletin found that

in low- and middle-income countries, nearly
one-third of primary care physicians report
emotional exhaustion. In Saudi Arabia, a Ministry
of Health study cited administrative overload as a
key driver of burmout among PHC doctors.

The mismatch between expectations and
systemic support is glaring. Physicians are tasked
with delivering quality care, driving national
programmes, and maintaining detailed
documentation, with Iittl.e suiﬁng
compensation, or rec

Even in States such as T‘arnll Nadu, known for
its commitment to primary care, where around
650 PHCs were National Quality Assurance
Standards (NQAS) certified by January 2025,
systemic stressors remain. Certification, though
commendable, often emphasises checklists. True
quality must mean care that is enabling, humane
and sustainable.

What is needed is not just external validation,
but internal reformation.

Rethinking the system
Strengthening primary care recuires more than
new buildings and names. It requires redesigning
systems with empathy. Documentation must be
meaningful. Redundant registers should go.
Where possible, automation must replace manual
entry. Non-clinical tasks must be delegated.
Global efforts offer direction. The 25 by 5
campaign, led by the 1.5, National Library of
Medicine and Columbia University, aims to
reduce clinician documentation time by 75% by
201‘1 India must adopt similar, implementable

T‘he Bhore Committee rightly envisioned that
primary health care must rest on preventive
services and community involvement. Nearly
eight decades on, PHCs remain central to that
vision. But its flag bearers are caught in a web of
tasks that the system was never designed to hold.
Wi must shift from a culture of compliance to one
of facilitation. Primary care must be supported by
systems, not smothered by them.

Primary health care is the gateway to Universal
Health Coverage (UHC), enshrined in Target 3.8
of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG). It
promises access to essential health services, safe
medicines, and inancial protection. Without
strong PHCs, SDG 3, which aims to ensure health
and well-being for all, will remain aspirational.

Any investrnent in public health must begin
with those who make it work. A systemn cannot be
built on the backs of fatigued doctors, Their
physical and emotional well-being is not a fringe
concern. It is the foundation. We must value not
just what physicians do, but what they endure.
Only then can we build a systern that is not just
responsive, but resilient.

India has the opportunity and the
responsibility to reimagine primary care not asa
cost centre, but as its most vital investment. If
care is to be truly Ayushman, it must start with
those who deliver it.

The views expressed are persomal

.
Basic structure
There can be no restriction in a public
event on the basis of religion

he Supreme Court of India recently reaf-

firmed that secularism is a fundamental

principle and part of the basic structure
of the Constitution of India. While this is a wel-
come restatement, it is concerning that the Court
has to periodically reiterate this foundational as-
pect of Indian nationhood. The need arose from
a misguided petition that sought to communalise
a moment of celebration for all Indians. The Kar-
nataka government had invited International
Booker Prize-winning Kannmada writer Banu
Mushtaq, who is Muslim, to inaugurate the Mysu-
ru Dasara festival at the Chamundeshwari Tem-
ple — which she did on Monday. This festival, a
State-sponsored cultural event that is not purely
religious, serves as an occasion for all communi-
ties to come together and share in the joy of the
festival. The petition filed in the Court alleged
that Ms. Mushtaq’s participation violated Articles
25 and 26 of the Constitution, which guarantee
freedom of religion. A Bench of Justices Vikram
Math and Sandeep Mehta rightly dismissed the
petition, clarifving that the Dasara festival is a
State event, not a private religiows ceremony. The
Court emphasised that the State cannot discrim-
inate based on religion when organising public
events and questioned whether the petitioner
had even read the Constitution's Preamble,
which unambiguously promotes equality and
secularism. The Kamataka High Court had pre-
viously upheld the government's decision, stat-
ing that a person of one faith participating in the
events of another does not violate anyone’s con-
stitutional right.

The constitutional right to practise and profess
religion cannot be interpreted as a right to res-
trict others from participating in a faith's practic-
es. Restricting participation in any public gather-
ing based on religion is indefensible in a
pluralistic society. Although some places of wor-
ship still limit access to certain groups, such prac:
tices remain a source of legal and ethical debate.
Those who perceive a threat to their religion from
someone who is voluntarily and happily joining
its festivities are either cynical or cunning. In
fact, over many centuries and across different ge-
ographies, festivals and pilgrimages have united
India’s diverse population, often transcending so-
cial barriers. The acceptance of this shared,
mixed cultural heritage is a common thread
among all Indizn political parties, even amid
their disagreements. However, a new group of
political opportunists is exploiting this harmony
by creating communzl rifts, turning the logic of
coexistence on its head. As the Supreme Court
has demonstrated, these individuals need to be
held accountable.

™
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The growing relevance of traditional medicine

reports that traditional medicine is

practised in 88% of its member-states —
170 out of 194 countries. For billions, particularly
in low- and middle-income nations, it remains the
primary form of health care due to accessibility
and affordability considerations. Yet, its
significance extends beyond treatment,
supporting biodiversity conservation, nutrition
security, and sustainable livelihoods.

Market projections underscore this growing
acceptance. Analysts estimate that the global
traditional medicine market will reach $583
billion by 2025, with annual growth rates of
10%:20%. China’s traditional Chinese medicine
sector is valued at $122.4 billion, Australias
herbal medicine industry at §3.97 billion, and
India’s Ayurveda, Yoga and » by, Unani,

T he World Health Organization {WHO)

is Union Minister of

State (Independent
Charge] for Ayurveda,
Yaga and
Maturepathy, Unani,
Siddha and
Homoeapathy
(AYUISH) and Unien
Minister of State far
Health and Family
Wielare,

Siddha and Homoeopathy (AYUSH) sector at
%43.4 billion.

This expansion reflects a fundamental shift in
health-care philosophy — from reactive treatment
maodels to proactive, preventive approaches that
address root causes rather than symptoms alone.

India's Ayurvedic transformation
India’s traditional medicine sector has witnessed
remarkahle transformation. The AYUSH industry,
comprising over 92,000 micro, small and
medium enterprises, has expanded nearly
eight-fold in less than a decade. Manufacturing
sector revenues have grown from 21,697 crore in
201415 to over ¥1.37 lakh crore currently, while
the services sector has penerated TL67 lakh crore
in revenue.

India now exports AYUSH and herbal products
worth $1.54 billion to more than 150 countries,
with Ayurveda gaining formal recognition as a

of India

The ancient
system can offer
sustainable
health-care
solutions in an
era of climate
change and
lifestyle diseases

medical system in several nations. This
represents both economic opportunity and soft
power projection on the global stage.

The first comprehensive survey on AYUSH by
the National Sample Survey Office (2022.23)
revealed near-universal awareness — 95% in rural
areas and 96% in urban centres, Over half the
population reported using AYUSH systems in the
preceding year, with Ayur\weda emerging as the

WHY's recent publication on Al integration in
traditional medicine highlights how advanced
technologies can strengthen clinical validation,
enable big-data analytics, and enhance predictive
care within Ayurveda and related systems.

The theme this year
Ayurveda’s core philosophy of balance - between
bocl} and mind, humans and nature,

preferred choice for 1and pr
care.

Scientific validation, global expansion

India has invested significantly in research
through institutions including the All India
Institute of Ayurveda, the Institute of Teaching
and Research in Ayurveda, the National Institute
of Ayurveda, and the Central Council for
Research in Ayurvedic Sciences.

These institutions focus on dinical validation,
drug standardisation and developing integrative
care models that combine traditional knowledge
with modern medical practices.

India's global Ayurveda outreach has achieved
unprecedented scale through the Ministry of
AYUSH's International Cooperation Scheme.
India has signed 25 bilateral agreements and 52
institutional partnerships, established 43 AYUSH
Information Cells across 39 countries, and
positioned 15 academic chairs in foreign
universities.

The establishment of the WHO Global
Traditional Medicine Centre in India represents a
significant milestone. Supported by the
Gavernment of India, the centre aims to hamess
traditional medicine's potential through modern
science, digital health and emerging technologies
including artificial intelligence.

ion and conservation — offers relevant
sal:mons for contemporary challenges. As the
world grapples with [ifestyle diseases and climate
change, Ayurveda provides a framework that
addresses both personal and planetary health.

The system’s principles extend beyond human
wellness to encompass veterinary care and plant
health, embodying a holistic approach to
nurturing all life forms. This comprehensive
vision makes the theme for the year 2025,
“Ayurveda for People & Planet™, particularly
timely (September 23 is observed as Ayurveda
Day).

As India leads efforts to mainstream traditional
medicine globally, the approach emphasises
health care that is preventive, affordable,
inclusive and sustainable. Ayurveda represents
not merely a medical system but a wellness
maovement that bridges traditional knowledge
with contemporary needs.

The convergence of ancient wisdom with
modern science and technology positions
traditional medicine systems to play an
increasingly important role in global health
architecture. Ayurveda Day this year servesasa
reminder of the potential for traditional
knowledge systems to contribute to a mare
balanced and sustainable future for people and
the planet.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

GST 2.0, the reality
The tax cuts of essential
goods and services, effected
as part of GST reforms, have
been hyperbolically termed
as a “festival of savings™
Howiever, it was the same

naeds to be done to

our compatriots. A ot more

enhance the purchasing
power of a majority of
people. We must bring
about structural changes
and evobhe a just social and

of the warld has remained a
passive spectator to the
genocide committed in
Gaza. Even more tragic is
that India remains tight-
lipped. The Mazi Holocaust
appears stunted compared

in a seismic shift”,

Tamil Madu has a significant

and growing elderly

elderly, the Government

must constitute a Tamil

September 22). population, prajectad to be MNadu Elders Rights

Tharelus 5. Fernanda, about 18.2% of the total Commission. It should have

Chennai population by 2031. To all the powers of a civil
protect the rights, welfare court_ There also needs to

Care for senior citizens and rehabilitation of the be more old age homes and

day care centres in rural

government that introduced | economic order — "just” to the genocide in the Gaza Sore & Clarificat] areas.

the GST with 'several’ slabs being the operative word. strip committed by Israeli "‘ i ) . Empawer Sankar,
that financially burdened . David Milton, Jews. n&:::;k?;ﬁ;ﬂ:?;;?:.:;?:m:::-‘JJB:;T:;T:CD;" Thiethukudi, Tamil Hadu
the comman man. It should | Maruthancode, Taril Nadu One hopes the world will demitted offce in 1565, Nehru ched in 1954 whie he was stillin office. Letters ernailed o

not be forgotten that
poverty/low income is still a
lived reality for millions of

Gara genocide

Itis unfortunate that most

awaken {'World' page, "UK.,
Australia and Canada
recognise Palestinian state
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Trans people deserve better

s both i trans worman
and a womian, 1 have
come to understand
that policy is not an

abstract docurment drafted in
hureaticratic chambers; it bs the
seaffolding of our lives. For gender
minorities, whose existence is
aften questioned or ridiculed, the
absence of inclusive, enforeeable,
and humane policy is not justa
goverrance gagp; it is a denial of
dignity.

Families may abandon us,
schools may shut their doors, and
workplaces may felgn diversity
while keeping us at the margins,
Gender transition is expensive and
Tedquires Fesouroes most canot
access, The cost of abandonment,
coupled with humger, often leaves
litthe chiodee but to walk inte
situations that endanger dignity
and safety. A hungry body rarely
waits for Laws to catch up; it
succumbs to survival,

Hollow quotas

Governments announce quotas for
employment, education, housing,
and welfare initiatives, But the
reality Is one of selective dispersil,
cormuption, and bureancratic
gatekeeping. One only needs to
ask hew many trans persons have
genutnely benefited from these
quiatas to see the distanoe
between promise and practice.

1 recall standing in o quene
outside o government office, forms
filled in triplicate, my gender
dentity serutinised with
voyeuristic curiosity rather than
bureaucratic neatrality. A quota
that exists on paper but requires
humiliation to access s not
5 EnErpment,
ars of policy
lies thee testure of daily lite, Try
firwling & home for rent as a
transwoman and you will
encounter the labyrinth of
prejudice, Landlords hesitate,
neighbours whisper, and societies
farm silent barrieades. Housing, a
baste marker of stability, becomes
aprivilege dened.

Even public spaces are fraught
with ridicule. On buses, people
stare and snigger; in markets,

"_ﬂ'

Apsara Beddy

Official Spokesperson,
AIADME

India necds 1o
mive from
shmply miak
prrombses for
gender
minorites o
crsuring their
participation in
plities and
perlieymiaking

whispers follow every step, For
many trans persons, the act of
bourding a train or buying
vegetables is an exercise in
courage. To present one's
strongest sell while enduring
relentless humiliation s nothing
shart of heroic, Yet, policy has not
caught up with the reality that
safety in public spaces is as much
i right as food or shelter,

History shows us the cost of
systembe exclusion, When
African-Americans were denied
civil rights, democracy in the LS,
was hollow, When women were
denibed the vote, hall the world
was relegated to second-class. The
dental of rights to gender
minarities is a repetition of
history's eruellest errors, Every
time a trans person bs denbed
education, a schentist is lost, Every
time a trans person is denbed
housing, an artist is displaced.
Every time a trans person s
ridiculed in public, a leader is
silenced,

Talicy cannot rermaln
something done for ws; it must be
done with us. For too long, gender
minorities have been treated as
passive reciphents of government
henevalence rather than a
participants in shaping pri

Represeniaibon in politles is not
symbolic < it is structural. Withous
trans voices in Parliament, State
Assermnblies, and municipal
councils, our realities remain
footnaotes in fibes rather thin the
foeus of legislation. When
decisions about housing,
healthcare, or education are made
without ws, they reproduce the
blind spots of privilege,

s,

Urgent priorities
Policy s a statement of national
conscienee, For gender minorities,
three areas require urgent reform:
The first s education, ineluding
scholarships, inclusive currieula,
and anti-discrimination protocols,
Acehiild baillbed it of sehaol is ot
Just a statiseic; she is a future cut
shaort. The second is o provide
affordable, state-supported gender
transition and mental health care,
Transitioning is not cosmetic; it is

survival, The third is employment
and housing, Anti-diserimination
laws, rental proteciions, and
workplace inclusivity must be
enforced with penalties.
Representation must translate into
payrolls and property deeds, All
these are non-negotiable
Tesumdations of equality.

A nathon that sidelines its
gender minorities sidelines its own
potential. The measure of society
15 not bow it treats fts powerful but
henw it safeguards its vulnerable,
Denial of human rights is not
merely a trans bssue; §i s a
nastboral issue. By excluding us,
India loses talent, ereativity, and
the unlque perspectives diversity
brings. Consider the flourishing of
arts, sciences, and reform
whenever sacieties widened their
embrace. When women entered
universities, medicine advanced.
‘When Dulits entered legislatres,
democracy deepened. When
LGHTO persons are allowed 1o
livee openly, culture and business
nnencated with vitality., India
cannot aspire o global leadership
while silencing voices at home that
seek nothing mere radieal than
the right to e with dignity,

A trans woman, Lam
reminded daily that resilience is
our inheritance, but resilience
cannot substitute for rights, Policy
must bridge the chasm between
personal courage and sysiemic
suppart, Without it, we remain
trapped in cycles of abandonment
and ridicule. And most
impartantly, without seats for us
in political chambers and
decision muking forums, every
low will remiain about us but never
truly with us, Inclusion in politics
18 ot tokenism; it is the very
architecture of justice. The censor
hoard passes derogatory content
about us, but a trans person has
never been appointed to a
mmiss-amedia board,

Policy i not paperwork. Policy
i Iite. Until gender minortties are
wouven into ts fabrie and fts
political debates with sincerity,
our natkon will remain o
patchwork of promises rather than
atapestry of justice,

Realising the full potential of GST reforms

STATE OF PLAY

Yateen Deepak

b Prame Minkster and
T Finance Minlster have
delivered a troe Dee-
pavali gift to the citizens of In-
dia by reducing the number of
slabs under the Goods and
Services Tax (GST) to only
twi: 5% and 184, This ks also a
strategic response to global
trade uncertainty, such as the
S0% tarifl on Indian goods by
the US, Yet, the fscal chal
lenge for the States remains,
ws G-B% of collections came
from the 5% slab, 5-6% from
the 12% slab, 70-75% from the
18% one, and 1315% from the
28% one. This exposes them
tor short-term revenue risks,
Andbra Pradesh has de
mionstrated i strong fscal per-
formance in recent  times,
with its GST collections re-
cording a 21% surge n August
20025, reaching a gross collec
tiom of 13,989 crore. This bu-
oyancy, driven by improved
comphiance and an expanding
tax base, provides a strong
foundation, However, some
reports estimate the annual
revenue boss may range from
T1L,500 crore to 37,000 crore
s o resilt of the GST rite cuts.
Tor emsure minimal effect o
thee States from these revenue
losses, supply side measures
wre necessary, These will meet
the inereased demand due o
rate cuts, Without them, the
anticipated boost in consumer
demand might not be fulfilled
by the supply side. Therefore,
the State and Central govern-
ment need o actively imple-
ment schemes o maximise
benefits from the GST rate
cuits. Given bedow are three ex-
amples to illustrate this point.
Firse, the GST rechction an
cement from 2E% to 18% §s a
significant victory for the real

i

estite and construction indus:
try, a major engine of econom-
b growth, This cut, along with
reductions on other key mate:
rlils such as marble, granite,
and sand-lHme bricks from 12%
o 5%, is expected to reduce
overall construction costs by
as much as 5%. This makes
houses more affordable for
consumers at a time when
housing  demand  remains
stromg in major urban centres,
But the reduction in cone
struction material costs will
stremgthen the economy only
i it translates into timely com:
pletion of houses sanctboned
under schemes such as the
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana
PMAY). A parliamentary
answer states that the comple-
tion rate under PMAY in the
Last five years is only 35% in
Andhra Pradesh, Thus, whike
the GST cut serves s i macro:
level financial incentive, effec:
tive implementation of PMAY
at the State level is crucial to
ensure that these rate cuts
ead to faster completion of
houses and, in turn, generate
tangible economic vilue,
Second, the GST rate cut on
handicrafts from 124 to 5% bs a
significant lifeline for tradi-
tional artisan communities, In
Andhra Pradesh, artisans pro-
ducing  Kondapalli wooden
toys, Etikoppaka toys, and
Mangalagii and Dharmava-
ram sarees will benefit from
the  reduced  tax  burden,
which will make their pro-
ducts more affordable and
competitive,  However,  the

supply chain must be robust
and  wellsupported.  The
Scherme of Fund for Regenera-
tion of Traditlonal Industries
(SFURTI is the government's
key instrument for providing
supplyside support. In the
Last five years, SFURTI his be-
nefited over 2,18,000 artisans
nationwide, including 8,492 in
Andhra Pradesh, According to
a parliamentary answer, the
continuation of SFURTI has
been  awaiting  approval
though. As a result, no new
propasils are being approved.
The full potental of the GST
reform on the handloom and
handicrafts sector is at risk un-
I SFURTI s extended.

Third, in agriculture, GST
on varkous farm machinery
has been reduced from 129 to
5%, while GST on key fertilizer
inputs such as sulphuric acid,
wiltrhe acld, and ammonia his
been slashed from 18% to 5%,
These measures lower input
cots lor farmers, therely in-
centivising higher production,
However, this hoost in produc:
tion will generate real eco
nombe value only iF supply
chain infrastructure is streng:
thened to handle the in
ereased output. For instance,
the Agri Infrastructure Fund
aims at providing post harvest
Infrastructure financing. As of
June 2025 under this fund, on-
by 166,000 crore has been util:
isedd meross all the States com:
bined, despite a total debt
financing facility of 2 lakh
erore being allocated for each
State and Unlon Territory.

1tis only through this syner-
gistic  approach  combining
macrodevel tax policy with
on-ground scheme implemen:
tation India can turn this Dee
pavall gt into freworks for
the economy.

L S Wrliina Dhevsirinyvite, Lak
Sl M, Marsaaraope; Yatoen Devpak
tea Lagtsfutive Kesearchier

H-1B’s new $100k entry cost: why young Indian women are most at risk

The impact will be particularly felt by women HeB beneficiaries as they generally carm less than men

| DATA POINT |

Nignesh Radhaloishnan

he LS. government’s latest
T deciston to impose a one-
thme $1,00,000 fee on new
HAB visa applications - a steep
Jump from the current fee of g few
thousand dollars — §s likely to hit
young Indian women applicants
the hardest, accarding to data,
HAAR visa workers are predomi-
nantly male, In FY24, among work:
ers approved for continuing their
Jobs textending or changing their
Jobs), 7% were men and only 26%
wene wormen (Chart 1), Among
workers approved for nitial em-
ployment, 37% were women. This
indicates that while men histori:
cally dominated the pool of HAB
holders, women are catching up as
their share is relatively high among
fresh applications. As the new fee
targets new applicants, women's
prospects look dim
Also, the annual salaries earned
by lor those seekdng inttial employ-
ment through the HAB route are
relatively bow. For instance, if we
lire up 1040 H-1B benehciaries ap-
proved for initial employment in
Y24, the bottom quarter (25th
percentile) earned about §77,000,
the middle worker (30th percen-
tile) earned $97.000, and the top
quarter (7ith percentile) earned
around  $1,30,000  or  mone.
Among continuing workers, the
bottom  quarter  earned  about
$1,02,000, the middle range salary
wits §1,32,000, and the top quarter
earned above $1,69,000 (Chart 2).
Wit the new visi cost consiim.
g most or even all of the workers'
anmual pay, sponsoring initial em-
plovment benehelaries muy be-
come economically unviable for
employers, This raises questions
about the future of the HAB pro-
gramme for new entrants, For in-
stance, iF @ company sponsors a
new beneficiary, the total cost in
the fiest year will far exceed that of
supporting an experienced worker
secking continued employment.
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This impact will be particularly
felt on women beneficiaries, as
they generally earn less than men
i the HAR programime, especially
in the bottom quarter of workers.
1Fwe line up 100 HAB benehiciaries
whao were approved for intial em-
ployment in FY24, the bottom
quarter of women earned about
§71,000  compared  with  the
$80,000 that men earned, At the
median  level,  women  earned
590,000,  while  men  earned
§99,000. In the top quarter, wo-
men earned $1,25,000, while men
earned §1,31,000 (Chart ), Across
all percentiles, women H-1B work-
ers earned less than men, which
mikes it an even tougher choice
fesr employers (o sponsor them,

This peculiar skew is more pro-
nounced among Indian women
beneficiaries than those from maost
other countries. For instance, if we
examine India and China alone,
which together sceounted for 83%
of the beneficlaries in FY24, the
gender skew is evident in India but
not in China (Chirt 4).

The burden of the new fee also
falls heavily on younger appli

Slammingthe door on young women

L The data far the charts wane saurced from the bin ired States Citizanship and I igration Services

Chart 1: Approvad H-18 beneficiaries by type of

petition and gendor In FY2024 (in %)
B Moot B Fomalo ™
Imitial employmant

Cortinusing amploymant

=

Chart 4 Agproved
H-1B beneficiaries

by bypo of patition
and gender in

Chinese by
place of birth)

and gender of benaficiaries in FY 2024
B Fomale % B Malo%

I Femaleth I Msle %
Initisl
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Chart 52 H-18 patitions approvad [initial amployment) by age

Japanese market for Indian
garments

Madras, Sept Z2: Japan offers a sizable potential
for Indian readymade garments, s its
consumption had shown a rise and the sctual
level of expenditure on these is expected 1o
increase three fold in 1985 as compared to 1970,

Motwithstanding the depression in textle
tradle i 1974, imported garments including
Indian goods continue o enjoy a share of the
Japanese market, This is due to their tendency
tor adopt latest fashions.

A survey by the Trade Development Authority
shows that the foreign label is still very much a
symbaol of prestige and quality in many products
including apparel, The growth in Japans
imports is likely to be shared by developing
countries, which enjoy the preferential warifl
having am edge of lower wage rates,

The survey recommends exports of selected
items of quality easual ware from India, because
Japanese have not been satishied with the quality
of Indian readymades, Their complaints relate
to shrinkage, lack of colour, embroidery and
stitching defects.

The garment industry in the country should
open laboratories in Bombay, Caleutta, Delhi
and Madras, besides inviting Japanese importers
tor Indlia to study production techiques,

cants, particularly women, Amomng 5 ulll o Thee record shows that Indian exports hive
women approved for new jobs in _ tiol s far eijoved any substantial or stable
FY24, T5% were under 35 years of  Chart 2 Annual comp of K18 Ao 6.2 105 demand in any single market for any
age, compared with 65% of men. by petition type In FY2024 (Figures In 5 53 144 — 191 appreciable length of time, but have had to
This means the entey cost will it s switch markets.
latger share of women who are be-  Percentile (5 25t @ 50th @ 75th -3 | 03 [N 7 The West European and ULS, markets for
ginning their careers (Chart 5), nital ° ° L JEN E D s women's western stybe fashion garments which
Among women approved for ¢ are small now are being eultbvated.
new employment In FY24, 44% PO | 100 wroon 190000 L S——in _ s E—
had completed a Master's degree, Continusng,
compared with only 39% of men. ampkaymant 1,82,000 l.!=..M0 l"glao L B T
'The share of women with a Bache- I A HUNDRED YEARS AGO SEPTEMBER 23, 193%
lor's degree alone wis lower, At All benoficades e Chart 8z H-LB petl d (initia| by hovel . . »
the doctorate and professional le- W0 120000 189,000 | ofeducation and gender of beneficlaries Burma company’s proposal
vels, the difference between men | M Femslo % I Msko %
and women was negligible. Sinee e London, Sept. 22: Presiding over a meeting of
. Chart 3: FH-1B Education lavel
the new fee applies only to new pe- " " K [] - [E] the Burma Ruby Mines Co. Sir Hugh Barnes said
titioners | impaet women (nétial em it by gendor n FY2024 (Figures In $} h:: ':“': thiat there was 4 net deficiency of 48,215, He
mun: hn_-u\f s t!c!fﬂil: thlr |l|-pﬂ‘.|rl Parcentlis @ 2517 @ 50th @ T5th . E1] . 38 declared thar rubles were dithicult o sell, owing
educational qualifications relative Bociosa 144 - 23 to trade depression. The value of rubies was
tomen (Chart 6). ree - - founed during the year to be considerably less
While much af the above dati Famale [ ] wstersdegee | [CXDR. than half of that in the previous year. The
refers o HABR beneficiaries in gen- TLO00 81,000 1,25,000 sharcholders would be cirewlarised with regard
eral, the picture is largely shaped Bachetar's »n n toa proposal to o into voluntary liquidation.
by Indians who made up G0% of Male o degree | I | Their mine was the only ruby mine in the world
the female and 75% of the male be- L L 131,300 50 40 30 20 10 0 10 20 30 40 and if they ceased working, the price of rubies

nefickaries in Fy24,

- . o

would undoubtedly increase.
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Projected savings in Share of low-income Centre’s expenditure Number of vears since  Number of
grocery expenses due  regions that continue  on infra projects in a President of Syria pro-Palestine

to GST reforms

in per cent. As per government
13 estimates, stationery, clothing,

faatwear and medicine
purchaces would bring in savings in the
range of 7-12%, while savings would go up
to 18% in the case of individual health and
life insurance palicies, which have been
exempt from GET effective Monday.

to live near coasts

i per cent. About 468% of the
world's low-income reglons,
aspecially in Africa and Asja

may be forced to continue living in coastal
Areas of move closer te the coast,

Arunachal Pradesh

in 1 erare.
These projects,
tes be

developed on the Yarjep river, are part of a
Larger effort to expand Arunachal Pradesh's

has attended UNGA

Syrian President Almed
7 al-Sharaa arrived in New York
to take part in the UN General
Assernbly, the first precident of Syria to do

50 in nearly six decades. The last time a

protesters in Milan

I thousand. People acress
Italy organised a day of
actien to densunce the

genocide in Gaza, which included port
blockades. The dernonstrations came the

revealing a large gap in adapting to and
addressing risks due to climate change, a
study has suggested. #n

hydroelectric capacity, contributing
significanitly te regional energy security,
afficials said. e

Syrian head of state amtended the UNGA
wias in 1967, That was befare the S0-pear
rule of the Assad family dynasty. m

sarne day as many countries prepared to
recognise a Palestinian state. wr

COMPILED: BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM

EXPLAINER

The story so far:
mong the key areas of
disagreement between the LS.
and India regarding trade is a
demand that India should
import U3, com. ULS. Commerce
Secretary Howard Lutnick has said that
India has 1.4 billion people but does not
import a single bushel of corn from the
LS. (25 kg approximately).

Does India import corn?

India's maize yield is quite poor and is
below four tonnes per hectare whereas
the warld average is six tonnes. Despite
that, India had been largely self-sufficient
and has sometimes even exported maize,
mainly for poultry and other livestock
feed as well as for human consumption.

With the ramp up of ethanol blending
of petral, India has had to balance
between its food needs and ethanol
production. For instance, it has to decide
between sugar manufacture versus
diverting sugarcane products to ethanol
production. Similarly, India has also had
to ramp up maize feedstock for ethanol
production. This Kharif-Rabi-Spring
season, the maize crop is expected to
supply some 10 to 12 million tonnes for
ethanol production out of an overall 50
million tonmes production, says H.S. Jat,
Director of the ICAR-Indian Institute of
Maize Research in Ludhiana. He adds that
there will not be any need to import
maize this year given the bounty crop
expected.

India has, however, been importing
maize in recent times, apparently for
ethanol. For instance, overall maize
imports were some one million tonnes in
2024-25 (60% from Myanmar and much of
the rest from Ukraine). This represents an
almost eight times increase over the
Previous year.

India doesn't import LS. com, much
of which is Genetically Modified (GM).
India has allowed only GM cotton
cultivation, with GM brinjal and mustard
cultivation remaining in the investigation
stage. Some critics say that fears over
cultivating GM crops such as alleged
toxicity and diseases will apply to
imported GM corn produce as well if it
enters the food chain,

Why does the U.S. want to export to
India?

In India, farming is the occupation of the
masses is primarily targeted at
removing hunger and enhancing
nutrition. In the U.S., however, farming is
essentially capitalist and charscterised by
high productivity (U.5. maize yield is
three times that of India), very large land
holdings (typically 500 acres per farming
family or operation, as it's called there),
and high levels of mechanisation since
only a little more than three million
people are engaged in the two million
farming operations.

1.5, agriculture is largely a feedstock
producer for massive agribusinesses. This
is a sharp change from the era of the
Great Depression when, as hunger
mounted amidst high production, the U5,
government under President Franklin [
Roosevelt moved in to institute
hungernutrition programs through food
stamps to boost consumption and
ensured subsidies to pay farmers for not
producing. Another key government
spend within the hunger-nutrition
scheme that continues today is school
lunch programmes.

The 19605 and 70s saw a strengthening
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Why is India not importing corn from the U.S.?

Has the ethanol blending of petrol increased demand for maize and corn? From which countries has India been importing maize? How different is the LSS farming industry
when compared to India? Why has China stopped importing sovbeans from the US.? What is Indias stance on LS. corn?

of hunger-nutrition programs. However, a
littde later, the focus of U.S, agriculture
again shifted towards making it
increasingly capitalist, though the
government steps in from time to time,
such as during the recession of the late
20008, to beef up the food stamps

programme.

As the World Trade Organization rules
began to be enforced that required 1.S.
and other developed nations to cut farm
subsidies, there has been a bigger thrust
towards capitalist farming. Huge payouts
such as counter-cyclical payments to
farmers and agribusinesses has led to the
growth of giant agri-multinationals. The
dominant crops in the LS. are the cash
crops of corn and soybean whereas fruits,
vegetables and wheat that often go
towards direct human consumption are
considered “speciality” crops.
Overproduction of cash crops is
characteristic of US. farming and there is
a constant need for expanding export
markets. Out of a total 350 million tonnes
of yearly corn production, some 45
million tonnes are exported.

Maize is only marginally consumed
directly by the people in the LS. but it
feeds a range of industries such as the
mamufacturing of processed products like
high fructose corn syrup; ethanol
production; plastic-making; as well as
animal feed. Corn is a key feed for
massive Concentrated Animal Feeding
Operations (CAFQs) that raise cattle in
confined spaces for slaughter. CAFOs are
essentizl to America’s nearly
30-million-tonne meat production every
year. The LS. therefore is specifically
eyeing ethanol blending in India for its
COrN EXports.

What are the political stakes behind

corn and soybean exports?
The com belt is practically synonymous

Search for markets: & famer durmps com in a grain trailer as he harvests a field, near Clear Lake, lowa in 2013, 4F

with the 1.8, midwest region. Sois
soybean production. This region is the
Republican heartland and the core of LS.
President Donald Trump's voter base.
California is the base for speciality crops
such as fruits and vegetables and a
Democrat stronghold. In the LS.,
Democrat-Republican differences run
deep and echo not just in political and
economic viewpoints but also in lifestyles,
type of power plants, agriculture crop
choices and so on.

With a good forecast for comn and soy
crop this vear, export markets are key to
keeping the agribusiness chain well-oiled.
Even during the Biden administration,
corn lobbyists visited India to promote
American comn for ethanol. Though there
has been a move to increase interest in
farm legislation for its impact on food
consumption, agribusiness lobbying
groups still heavily influence Congress
and Senate decisions.

The U.5. election cycle kicks off with
primaries in lowa, a key corn-soy
producing State in the midwest. Party
candidates for the post of the President
are decided through primaries that
‘happen successively in various States.
lowa broadly decides the line-up if not the
eventual winner, and therefore the corn
lobby wields considerable power in LS.
politics.

Moreover, following the China-1.S.
standodf, China has stopped buying
soybean from the U.S. China, a major soy
user, imports three-fifths of its needs and
is turming to other producers such as
Brazil. This year's soy crop in the LS. has
no orders from China. This has set off a
crisis in midwestern States such as North
Dakota.

‘What are the stakes for India?
Even if GM corn were safe, Indiz's
freezing of GM crop cultivation will make

it politically difficult to import GM corn
produce. Moreover, India will be wary
comsidering what happened with Mexico.

Following the signing of the North
American Free Trade Agreement in the
19905, Mexico had to import massive
amounts of cheap U5, corn, which drove
more than a million Mexican farmers out
of business who then had to take up
employment as workers in ULS. factories.
Even now, Mexico continues to import
nearly 25 million tonnes of LS. com
despite concerns over GM crop.

LS. corn price is just shout 70% of
Indian maize without taking into account
shipping, marketing costs and business
margins. This would be equivalent to
dumping.

Also, India has built a maize ecosystem
for ethanol, as Mr. Jat points out. Annual
maize ction has nearly doubled in
the last tworthree years. “Maize acreage
this Kharif saw a 10,5 lakh hectare
increase compared to last Kharif. We will
be destroying the ecosystem if we commit
to cheap maize imports, leading o much
distress to new maize farmers,” he said.

Eihar farmers have taken to maize and
the State will go for elections soon.
Allowing maize imports could play against
the ruling Bharatiya Janata Party (B[
there.

Further, importing feedstock for
ethanol blending defeats a key purpose of
the ethanol programme. Besides the
patential to cut carbon emissions,
ethanol-blended petrol serves to cut the
oil import bill. Import substinution
through ethanol blending of 20% of petral
can potentially prevent $10 billion of forex
outgo every year, which could in turn go
into the pockets of Indians incleding
farmers.

Corn imports would defeat the
purpase of India’s ethanol blending
programme.
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India has, hewever, been
irnparting maize in recent
tirmes, apparently for ethanal.
For instance, averall maize
imparts were sorme ane millicn
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Myanmar and much of the rest
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pich of which is Genetically
Madified [GM}. India has
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rivustand cultiwation remaining
in the investigation stage.
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Further, importing feedstack
for ethanal blending defeats a
ey purpose af the ethanol
prograrmime. Besides the
potential to cut carbon
emissions, ethancl-blended
petrol serves to cut the oil
imgart bill.
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How does glue work: the physics
of what makes glue so sticky

We all know that like charges repel while unlike charges at

secretly of the electromagnetic variety, is needed. 10s named after the Duteh physicist Johannes Diderik van der Wa

Adbip Agarveala

he other day | received a letter
from a friend, My |(M' far
hw:

gl ahnut a dlﬂarunl pe od
in their lives. And while re;
that piece of paper, one can slowly be
nsmitted to that zone, as if by a
time-machine — a becalming feeling very
different from the disturbing ting-ting you
get when you receive a one-line
WhatsApp message on vour phone.

An important part of the letter writing
ritwal, however, is to buy stamps of your
choice and (x them on the envelope.
Stamps are magical things in their own

b, Tow i o, you only need to

maoisten the blank side with a few drops of

water (or, if noone's watching, your spit)
and it's ready 1o stick.
Why is it =0 simple, though?

Forces of nature

k to each other due o
between them. These
forces can arise doe to multiple reasons,
Jnr example, when you jump, you fall
o the earth. What brings you back?
5 the gravitational force, one of the
fundamental forces of nature. The heavier
the ohject is, the stronger the force is,

How much force does the whole earth
exert on any of us? That quantity is what
we measure a5 our weight. A 60 kg of
weight means about 600 newtons (V) of
foree, IF you're worried about your
weight, it's just the earth pulling vou
rowards itself with that much more
attractive foree,

Another important force we see
around us all the time is the

Force. It contains two
hat are interrelated:
electric and magnetic. Electrical forces
happen due w electric charges. We know
veely charged while

electromagr

arise between them,
Similarly, magnetic forces ocour between
magnetic charges that we call north and
south. Like charges repel while unlile

When refrigerator magmets stick to the
fridge door or electric forces from your
battery drive a current in your fan, i
due to electromagnetic forces,

‘There are two other fundamental
forces, called the weak and strong forces,
b they are only important at very, very

small distances, like inside the nucleus of
an atom, W 't experience them in
o daily

The question now is: which of these
fundamental forces keeps the stamp stuck
o the envelope?

World of glue

This question takes us inside the world of
glue. What we call glue is really a
chemical compound called
polyvinyl-acetate (PYA), That name may
not say much: it's really a material with
lomg, chain-like molecules of carbon,
hydrogen, and oxygen. These molecules
ook like noodles and tend to stick 1o each
other - and also to other surfaces.

Atoms are usually charge newtral
because they 4.>.Jr.'h contain an equal
number of positively charged protons and
negatively charged electrons, Every
molecule, which is made of muliple
atoums, is then also charge neatral. We
know that like charges repel and opposite
charges attract. The puzele here is to
figure out how one charge neutral

malecule can attra
neutral molecule,

The answer has to do with a beautiful
piece of physics discovered in the early
19008, Even though every mobecule is
charge-neutral overall, m fluetuate
such that one part of it can be slightly
mare negatively charged than another,
And when such a molecule comes close 1o
another charge-neutral molecule, it can
slightly distort the distribution of charges
in the second maolecule.

Thus the molecule, which was until
recently overall charge-neutral, now starts
feeling amracted to another
charge-neutral molecule — all because
th"} have opposite I.h.ll'j.'L an different
i o thedr bodies. This kind of force,

s secretly of the electromagnetic
variety, goes by the name Van der Waal
force, It's named after the Duich physici
Johannes Diderik van der Waals,

This brings us to the final piece of the
puzele: why do we need those few drops
of water?

tanother charge

Swimming in wate
Imagine you want to stick one plece of
paper to another. You'll ind the glee
bottle and e you'll see that it's a
liquid, This is important.

It trns out that manufacturers mix the
WA malecules with water to prevent
them from fully sticking to one another.
This way, the PVA is swimming in a small
pond of water,

Since these molecules attract each
other due to lluctuating charges, they can
stick toeach other only if they're
relatively close. But if there's enough
water around them, these molecules will
swim far apart and not feel each other's
attraction,

Om the other hand, when you take

1. However, for charge neutral molecules o attract each other, the Van der Waal force,

somme glue and spread it around a surface,
the water evaporates, bringing the PVA
muolecules eloser to each other. Imagine
there are a bunch of people in a
swimming poal: vou can make it more
crowded by reducing the pool's size
instead of adding more people. It's the
same principle,

1 you're quick enough, you can bri
the two pieces of paper you need bo s
together before the glue dries. This way,
the PVA molecules will stick to both
surfaces as well as to each other, sealing
hath pieces of paper together,

The glue will thus have done its job.

Quantum stamps

The same glue trick works on stamps as
well - just that the back side of a stamp
alresdy has dried glue. A few drops of
water just makes these molecules
separate oart and become more dilute,
allowing you to place the stamp on the
envelope, Then, the water molecules dry
up again and allow the stamp to stick o
the enve lopse.

Im all this, vou might have wondered:
wihist causes the changes in the PVA
maolecules o fluctuare, leading to the Van
der Waals forces? Understanding this
requires us to learn a bit of guantum
mechanics. If you're interested, you
should consider taking a course in
prhysics, for example here in 0T Kanpur,
where some of us teach.

The next time you receive a courier or
a better from a friend, don't ju th..lnk the
person bringing it to you. A
word of gratitude to the molecules hard at
work behind the stamp, and which
probably also kept it safely sealed all the
way to your doorstep.

Adhip Agarwala is an a
aof phosics in T Kanpur,

ant professor
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On International Sign Language Day, let us look at this fascinating realm of
natural languages complete with their own grammar and lexicon

DPrathmesh Kher

QUESTION 2
Vihieh is the mest-used sign
language in the world, in terms
of users, according to
ethnalague?

QUESTION 3
In the eentext of sign
5, what does the term

“classifier” refer ta?

[
QUESTION 4

the primary purpose of | W
[l

m®% @lﬁ g@

Visual question:
Sentify which sign language is pictured here, PUBLIC DOMAIN

Questions and Answers to the previous
day's daily quiz: 1. Tokyo hosted the
Woarld Athletics Champlonship fer the first
time in this year. Ans: 1991

2. The anly World Record to be 4 at the
20th edition of the event, Ans: Mondo
Duplantis' record In men's pole vault
3, This nation came a ditant secand to
the LS, with 11 medals that included
seven gold medals. Ans: Kenya

4, The name af the official mascat, Ans:
Riku One, inspired by the Shiba Inu
breed of dog

5. OF the 19 Indian sthletes wha took part,
this sthlete had the best showing in this
event. Ans: Sachin Yadaw's fourth-place
finish in men's javelin throw

Visual: Name this sthiete wha claimed
three gold medals at the cham piens hips.
Ans: The U.5's Melissa
Jefferson-Wooden

Early Birds: Tamal Blswas| Neil Lall] Plyali
Tull| Maneesh T| Dada Jayaditya

Know your
English

LUpendran

“Woinn look tired. Studyving hard "

“1 have been studying really hard. My
final exams start on mext Monday”

"Your hnal exams start next Monday,
There aren't many days left, You'd better
waork hard.”

1 know! 1 said 'on next Monday' and
you said ‘et Monday'. Which is
et
Wext Monday'. Whenever you use
‘next’, “last’, ‘this', or "any’ before days of
the week, you do not use “on’. For

ARC

Sundlay.

1 haspse to play teninis on Thursday. 1
hope o play ten hwrsday. Are
both sentences correct?"

"Both are comrect. Here's another
example, We plan to be in Bombay next
Tuesd

“Diwes the same rule apply to months
amd years ton?™

"Yes, it does, For example, Let's meet
in April. Let's meet next April. Here you
drop the preposition ‘in'”

1 visited the U5, last December. |
visited the LLS. in December, 1997

"Mohan graduated in 1976. Geetha
pradumted last vear"

"1 haspse to grasduate this year”™

"Coed IuLL' Art you prepared for vour
S ENAMm?
am never ready for that one. | always
study really hard for the Py
Even though | never do well

"Nt 'even though', but 'even so'”

"What's the difference between the

h

Ithough' and ‘though®. For example,

even th,nugh 1 study really hard for my
sts, I never do well

en though Ram failed the exam, he

| remains cheerful

en though Shyam is plump, he runs

"But he cannot outrun me! Now tell
me, what does ‘even so” mean?"

“It means howew For example, |
study really hard for my Phy £
ven 50, | never do well in them’
ocd Kambli has been in excellent
form this season. Even so, the 3
didn't pick him For the first v
Australia.

"My cousin lost a bot of money ina
recent business veniure, Even so, he
remains very optimistic.”

"My cousin runs two miles every day.
A 1.>|1 =0, he hasn't lost Jllywulght

"Vl.’i He goes to the bes
Would you like to join him?
"o way! Lam afraid sea air doesn't

a|.,ru:\mh me. Yo"

a air doesn't agree with you?"
mething doesn't agree with
youu, it makes you feel ill or unwell. For
example, this hot weather doesn’t agree
with me. [ feel tired all the Gme."

ay, Chinese food doesn't agree

h every day.

with m
"You certainly can. In this case, whiat
vou mean is that eating Chinese food
upsets your stomach. Here's another
example, [ love onion bhajis, But of late,
they don't agree with me”
Pubiished in The Hindu on March 10,

Word of the day

Expostulation:
thie se1 of enpressing earmest opposition or protest

SYNONYMS: objection, remenstration

Usage: pespite the expastulatians of her
friendts, ahe decided to start a business,

Pronunciation:

newsth, live/expastulatiengro
International Phonetic
Alphabet: jispostivlert

Fou feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write o
letters@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Teat & Context'

»

wen though' has the same meaning +
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Invest more in R&D

Without a concerted effort at innovation, Indian
firms will forever hope for an open door abroad

MDIAN INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (11'} companies may .sLi]I sur-

vive the jolt from the steep hikein H-18 visa fees, but thered
ing thatit's time forsc 1 o Forall its suc
ware services exporter, Indian I l'haa]llllt innovation to its credit. The

ibuted tothe ab o

lack of aworld-cl tor tect
ofa mlhm\c‘a]lnyllknuusysum I‘hatmaybcparﬂylmtbuuhnnalnasun
isthatcomy not tried

tob PYE SRrrI——

F RHEIREY
I work Withartfcaintellgence( 1) prettymuch
taking over, software firms will need to reinvent themselves, Indeed, so will
companies inother sectorsas lhr:g-I realise that depending onimports of rare
carth high Lnd slectonic lcchnology :anbcrlsk)r S0 l'ar thw-
ever, Indian comy ery
opment (R&D), Pharma manufacturers | game,walt-
ing for blockbuster drugs to go off palr:nlan.dhau dr:pmdu] on China for
active pharmaceutical ingredients. Top-tier Indian IT services firms spend
only(.4-1.3% of revenue on RED, a ratio that has barely moved since FY 19,
Thisis unsustainable.
Indla‘slt&lh.pmdlnghaahlswﬂ:a]ly hwarndamundo 7‘s‘nuruL)I'kav-

HERE IS A growing chasm in
theAmerican socio-political
landscape, which is aggres-
sively manifesting in the
changeswe see unfolding in
the country today. The American iden-

WWW.FINANCIALEXPRESS.CO|

@® TAX REFORM

Chief Economic Advisor Anantha Mageswaran
The GST 2.0 is a very significant landmark reform.
I am very confident that it will provide a very
significant boost to domestic demand

]

® H-1B CRISIS
THE SHRILL OF THE GROWING DIVIDE IN AMERICA HAS NOW REACHED A CRESCENDO

A pointer to a strife within

HARSH V PANT
VIVEK MISHRA

tity,along with the politic dinit,is
turning a corner—perceptibly for the
worse. Race, identity, and religion have
come to take centre stage in a vengeful
manner amidst a chum that has divided
the country like never before, If the vie-
toryof Donald Trump in his second term
was a premonition of what was tocome,
the developments that have followed
suggest even moreacute crises, and pos-

ice-prasdent, studies and foreign pokcy,
and falaw, Americas, Observer Research Faundation

out,as it lacked clarity, leaving thousands
of H-1B holders—especially those travel-
ling outside the LS or planning to doso—
in a state of confusion. A clarification

at least 65% of those working in the US
IT sector are on H-1B visas, with the
majority hailing from India.
The real impact of these develop-
assessed, but what is

stating that the fee increase Id onl
apply to new applicants in the next cycle

ingver es forany tific orinnovati
Lhmughs Im'unlrasl Lhin R&D lmw,lmmt reached 2.68% of GDP ln
2024and thiswill only increase. Indeed, it is little conso-
lation that India | ld hefrontiertechnologles readi-
ness imjnx from 48th ln 202.2 to 36(h in 202.4 uul of a lulal of 170
o Frontiertech i ith

estimated to grow six-fold Lo S].ﬁ 4 trillion I:y 2033 The l'au is lhal Luday
Chinaand the US domi infrontierteck

with around one-third of peer- rr:vu-mdarthk and two- lhlrdwipalmu.
The Al-related dividel ! {and developi |
hugeand could widen, One hopes the hikein H-1Bvisa [m whichwill foree
Alstart-ups that were hiring teams in the US to rethink their growth strate-
gies, will only prove to bea temporary setback.

Butit's not just technology. India Ine sapmda.nmlt&l) havebeen negligi-
ble.Astudy says forasampleof912 ¢ pends were upat 166,733
crore in FY23, 'I'hia.wasan increase of 17% over the previous year but am-
ounted tojust 0.44% of their turnover, Sadly, of the 842 private sector com-
panies in this universe, only 472 actually spent on R&D; the rest did not. In
fact, the vast majority have little inclination towards R&D as seen from the
fact that the top 10 companies accounted for nearly 60%of the total spend

Not surprisingly, among the sectors, the pharma pack is comumitting the
most. Companies including Alembic Pharma, Dr. Reddy's Labs, and Lupin
are amonglht Hggnrspmdm havmg committed more lhan 1000 ol'ihur

Dinky23 t s like Tata Motors, Hind
nautics, Biocon,and Bharat Elec b located fairly ingful
amounts to R&D. Excluding them, however, private sector investment in
R has been abysmally low. This is unfortunate because India has talent in
itslarge pool of scientistsand engineers. Withouta concerted effort at inno-
vation, Indian firms will be forever dependent on global players for technol-
ogy and unable to compete globally.

Porsche's luxury image is
looking threadbare

IS PORSCHE STILL a luxury brand? The question might seem ridiculous or even
ning for one of its 911 sportscars that costa ml.nlmum

siblya funda T
shiﬂa areleading the charge indefining
the characteristics of a transforming
Amaerica, First is the top-down, assertive

Democrats but al

Wasa Politically, this deci-
sion marks the culmination of internal
strife within America, where Trump’s
hardeore  MAGA  base

“us versus them" narrative which was
Erlmarityfo:used ontha political divide
etween Democrats and Republicans,
‘While there were moments during the
campaign when this divide took on
racial and xenophobic tones, especially
within the MAGA ranks, the undcn:ur
rents ften less overt. Th
ing of Vivek Ramaswamy fmm lhu
DOGE (Department of Government
Efficiency) and the racially charged
backlash against Trump’s nomination of
Sriram Krishnan as his artificial intelli-
gence advisor were perhaps the two
cleamstsl,gna Is oflhls malaLu: Today,

massive financial impact these changes
could have on the American economy.
The first majore ing US tech

companies like Amazon,

executive order signed

executive leadership under the Trump opposes i asa Google, Meta, Microsoft,
administration, which is enforcing pol- principle,whiletech indus- Apple, and IBM will be
icy changes, reversals, and evenback- | trybackersof Trump—who While there were determining a strategy to
lash. The second is the bottom-up swell rely on skilled foreign  moments during the  cither retain their foreign
InAmerican domestic politics, fuelled by workers—push back. campaign when talent currently on H-18
the MAGA (Make America Great Again) Trump  himself  has this divide took wvisas or develop a mecha-
swhich is not only wavered between wanting d nism to comply with the

the divide between Republicans and toeliminate H- lBandcaII on racial ani Trump administration's
ing ita “great hobic tones, directive to train Ameri-

semluna within the American ngl:‘t 'JI';c":ew \lllsa Ifmlhlkh: especially within ' c;ns fﬂ-; the sam:lmlu._s.
tors b the | could effectively cripplet iven Trump's histori-

President H-1B programme, severely the MAGA ranks, the cally unpredictable stance

Trump,which seeks torestrict and regu- impacting the mobility of undercurrents were  onthe H-1E programime
late the entry of non-immigrant work- workers from India to the often less overt and his shifting goals with
ers through the H- 1B visa. The implica- US—a trend that has long tech entrepreneurs, it's
tions of these decisions have divect and been a key f hilat- possible that Trump could

ripple effects on the Indian diaspora in
the US, as well as on India-US relations.
On September 19, President Trump
signed an executive order aimed at regu-
lating, and in effect, nearly en the H-
1B programme by imposing asignificant
fee hike of $100,000 on this category of
visas, which allows skilled workers to
work in the United States. Initially, the
announcement seemed poorly thought

eral relations. In 2024,

India accounted for 7 1% of approved H-
1B visas, making it the largest re
The skilled Indian workforce, particu-

revise his hard-line posi-
tion toaccommeodate some of Big Tech's
concerns. However, he is likely to
remain torn between appeasing his

larly in the tecl {IT)

MAGAL iscerally against

sector, has carved out a significant niche
in the US, both by serving as a bridge for
tech and innovation between the two
countries and by contributing to the
growth of the American economy. In fact,

immigration, esp ly for relatively
higher paid jobs—and navigating these
CONCerns.

Much of Trump"s campaign for his
second presidency was built around an

however, the shrill of this gr g divide
in America has reached a crescendo, A
programme that allowed the US to
attract global talent and configure its
services sector is now being targeted in
‘ways that is likely to reshape the US
industry and tech sector.

These developments are taking
place against the backdrop of the
resumed US-India trade talks. India is
likely to raise this issue with the Trump
administration even as it seeks to turn
this crisis into a potentially gainful
opportunity. There is, however, a prag-
mat]c understanding in India mgardlng

I Fralent
the cuuntly s tech and IT sector. .'h\any
Indian outsourcing glants like TCS and
Infosys seem to have long anticipated
this shift, and have been investing in
local talent and expanding offshore
delivery capabilities. As employers grow
increasingly hesitant to bear the high
«costs of visa sponsorship, there is likely
te be a stronger move toward remote
contracting, offshore services, and gig-
based wark.While this crisis could mark
tl\n beginning of the dmlupment Dfa

g talent base, it al.
apotential long-term shift Ing]ubal tal-
ent flows.

MSME:s to power trillion-dollar dream

DHANENDRA KUMAR

Charman, Comptition Advisory Services India LLP

Supporting MSMEs and their e-commerce backbone
is not charity; it is a sound economie strategy to
scripting India’s growth into a developed nation

of 5130,000 and consi maore for the most thrillin

tives, But aﬂmwalmngon Flldayllwl.ll buﬂysaa}xzapm itin 2025 and announc- INDIA'S ECONOMIC JOURMEY is mea- Accordi liplaart, th 3 Id- lar economy over the next decade, unde-
ingabigeut Porsche's cachet—at least inthe sured in GO growth and export targets,  ted nearly 18 million [i and its yam and sig- terred by erratic tariffs. We have also to
eyesofi but its heart beats in various human sto- annual “Big Billion Days” is supporting nal formal footprints that can unlock protect their designs like Kolhapuri chap-

The latest profit duwnglade —the {r.lurth in qu]l:k sucoesslun—un.dmmlms the resof its micro,smalland mediumenter- millions. This is also trueof Amazon. bank credit. jpals from copycats.

G "sclaim to b ¥ tive implica- pllaeﬂMSME]entmpmmms Be Itaven MSMEs doubk democ- Mear-half share For all their dynamism, MSMEs face
tioms for the way the stock isvalued. dor ratised Women- in exports and a 3x jump in exporting systemic challenges: working capital

‘When Porsche first n2022 it i of its “lux- Odisha, ama]lwuudcmn unit owner in ownied enter ing inlarge I ince 2020 s} i {delay and lack of col-

ith scaleapproach, i ing power: i painter from  numbers on the government's Udyam global demand. I | oft h mal
ers like Ferran with the greater sales volumes of merely “premium” manufacturers Bihar, terracotta artisans from the East platforms, and policy initiatives are grad- fi ); bogistics and compliance hurdles
such as BMW and Mercedes-Bena Group. Theword"luoury”appears about 300 tinwes and Northeast,or handloom clusters from ually raising participation. W‘Il.em improvement is needed (fmmGSThlmgu e packaging noms, the
in Porsche’ slnltlalwbll:offcnngpmpenus.]mlng investors inlitthe doubt about Kutch mkallchlpulam—onehas ta look ‘What makes the MSME t-mile logisti d o8t
where Porsche viewed Iu ingon this exc spectr for andtheir inits goograp gm [n]{ashmlranlsan burd!n Small sellers ith retur-

For i g yearite hard resilience,creativity,and enter- o8 ns, damage claims, and ever-changing is a boon, many entrepreneurs struggle
term profit 200 ! " prise. When a Kashmiri artisan's carpet hanmel for G ical Bl with ¢ SEO, and
and since then Porsche has done rather poorly. A mix of cullapsmgaales in L".hlna. reaches New Delhi,oran Assamese weaver ed crafts beyond tourist sea- n;u pital gaps: Even with bet- customer service),
slower-than-expected uptaknofelectllcvdll.clns th‘US '8 15%% import tariffs, and a sells to a buyer in Hyderabad, India's tril- sons In mnaﬂ amaam are experi- te'n:n:dltd rsement, many microunits If MEMEs are to fuel the next phase of
weakening dollar i tential. lion-dollar dream is being q WOVEnL. mienting wi rely on informal finance. growth, policy and platforms must con-

Having already lowered Iumdlum -term profit guidance in March to 15-17% MSMEs are not just the backbone of the  home decor, wearable Faster invoice discounting vergeon solutions.
from 17- 19%, investors are now warned to expect somewhere between 10% and BOONOITY, the'yam ltscaplllallescanylng formats that fit online cus- If MSMESs are to (TReDS), predictable plat- Simplify norms: Standardise compli-
15%. Adding insult to injury, Porsche will from Monday be ejected from Germany's ideas, skills, and tomer tastes without dilut- form payout cycles, and ance requirements across states and sec-
benchmark DAX index, signalling that in the eyes of the stock market it's no longera of India and ,w‘jthu-cummm:e ing  authenticity.  In fuel the next phase deapar supply-chain  tors toreduce red tape.

blue-chip firm. providing them an economic backbone, Rajasthan, smallmdcmn of growth, policy finance can help. Link credit with commerce: Enable
Porsc i Friday According to the s latest and stod ¥ units pair and platforms Skilling for digital co- invaice-level financing tied directly to

that mpgmpﬂu witshould official MEMEs contrily centuries-old skills with must converge mmerce: Cataloging, SEC, marketplace orders, reducing working

atill ingsuch 0% of GDP. Theyemployed over 120 mi- modern branding  and . photography, packaging, capital stress,

severe headwinds would ty'plcal]y formulate a strategy to Hion people, and comprised over 46% of  global shipping. on solutions data-driven prlclng need Skill for the digital age: Move from

return profitability to prior levels. However, the new exports in FY 24 through to FY25,as the These are not fairy-tale i v

medium-term guidance includes the various measures number of exporting units rose from  pivots; they are careful iter- Gender gaps: W’amm holding in cataloging, branding, and cus-

Porsche is already taking in an attempt to restore prof- 53,000inFY21t01.73lakhin FY 25, t learning product p graphy, d ften remain micro, tomer

itability: cutting jobs, reducing EVinvestments,extending Over the past five years, e-commerce refining packagi e couriernet- c i bycul]almal Care responsi- Strengthenwomen's participation:

the life of cr.lmbustlon engine models, offering mw gaso-

I\asuq'\upped amall producerswith reach,

line SUVs, 1ts 911 franchise
tive versions and greater customisation.

Inother words, without its big strategy reset, Porsche’s
future would be even bleaker.

CHRIS
BRYANT

loomberg
Thn new operating margin corriderwould suffice fora
M aroughly 10% return
on aa]es in the medium term-—| but surely T‘ulsche should aspire to more? Ferrari’s
3%, while L bove 25%. Porsche's mar-

ketvalue has declined by more than €70 billion {582 billion) since the 2023 peak to

onts logistics,and customer
analytics that once belonged only to big

warks, and adapting catalogue names so
searchworks in Hindiand English Theen-
trepreneurs decide wlut to make, whom
hire thec

brands. Flipkart's Samarth

launched in 2019, illustrates what tar-

geted platform support can do. It offers

onboarding, training, cataloguing, fee

waivers/discounts, packaging guidance,

and connects artisans, weavers, self-help
s), and mic

about €36.8 billion,and

curtently y concluded it will
struggle to regain prlul profitability levels—the new guidance appears in line with
theirc ompiled by

Still, i #de Porsche has far i

fum rivals than [ta]y 's prancing horse, further undermlnlng its stock price. Ferrari is

valued at about 0216, whi

ade on about nings; Parsche sitsin arcund lStlmes_
‘What can Porsche do? Although several top executives have been replaced, it's

astonishing that after such a fall from grace Porsche still shares CEO Oliver Blume

ted car

withits Porsche s repor asUCCESSOr,
but ¥ cted long agotop 911-malkerwith a full-time driver.
Alas,VWoft i nancestandards,to th

itsshare price.

Beyond that, Porsche appears resigned to a more modest future: The measures
annr.lum:edr.lnmdayammn"ﬁnalstnps In the realignment of its product strategy,
it insisted. | rhd Chinese competith trade barriers,
there may be funda:mnta]]hnlum Porsche’s earnings power. It may also be unwill-
ing ¢ lusive.Orboth.

is Parsche’s luxury thread,
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to of millions of custemers.

What's working
Marlket access at scabe: Digital mar-

ketplaces and soc inkdis-

bilities, and mobility limits. Dedicated
logistics windows, micro-grants, and
SHG-to-MSME graduation paths will be
helpful The impact is profound:women's
earnings go directlyintochildren'seduca-
tion, healthcare, and better nutrition,

Provide targeted logistics, micro-grants,
and SHG-to-MSMEgraduation patl
Promote cluster branding: G
tagged crafts and regional clusters must
be marketed as brands so that communi-
ties retain value,
Supporting MSMEsandthmre ~Com-

merce bac harity; it is a sound

tance.Campaignslike"Crafted by Bharat”
compress discovery cycles that used to
take years.

THE EDITOR

US risks losing
tech supremacy

ropos of “American dream
re-coded" (FE, September 22), the
US arder an an unprecedented hike
in H-1B visa fees has sent jitters in the
information technology (T} sectar.
Restricting the entry of talented and
skilled waorkforce thearetically would
help local emplayment, but this
alternative arrangement would be
time-consuming and impact projects.

Alow turnaut of foreign students at
US campuses will alsa hit revenues,
with a cascading effect on ather
income-generating areas. For IT firms,
relocating or moving projects offshore
or to neighbouring countries would
also have an impact in the lang run,
Analysts predict a brain gain for the
impacted countries. All of these
factors may cause the US to losing its
status as the centre of the tech
industry in the lang run.

~—Rv Baskaran, Pune

[ at Ths

] Ltd Press, C-5
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At times, regu-
latory Inltt]mndu eat into time and ini-
thatives involved.
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economic strategy. [fwe back theirstories,
theywill keepscripting India’s growthinto

GST 2.0: Festival gift?

In his televised address on Sunday,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi framed
the goods and services tax (GST)
reforms as a “festive double bonanza®
that will lead to a consumption boom.
But affordable pricing is not a gift—it
is a citizen's right. Reducing GST and
easing income tax burden are
overdue steps toward economic
fairness, not favours to be credived to
pofiticians. While the timing aligns.

Institutianal Area, Sectar 6, Panchkula 134 109 (Haryana) Phore: 5026400. The Financial Express®

epaperfinancialexpressicon@ @ @

with India's festive seasan, the deeper
goal is to stimulate demand. Lower
taxes do increase disposable income,
but whether this leads to a true
cansumpticn boom depends an job
grawth, rural spending, and consumer
confidence and availabdity of spare
maney. The rhetaric may be palitical,
but the impact will be judged by how
much it empowers people.

—0 Prasada Rao, Hyderabad

@t ta us 3t feletters@expressindsa com
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A thought for today

Fun s like life insurance; the older you get,
the more it costs
KIN HUBBARD

Pay It Forward

GST 2.0 can do wonders for the economy if industry
passes on its full benefit to consumers as lower prices

rom promise todelivery, GST 2.0 ranks among Indin‘s guickest
Fn»fm'mn. Modi had promised a “Diwall gift” on 1-Day, but it's

arrived a month early with Naveatrl. And while he's cast it as
Utsav® - savings fest - lower GST rates are really a spending
us, They could be transformative because India has never
had such low indirect taxes before. Not under the Raj, nordur ing the
dalliance with “socialism”, or even three decades of liberalisat
The biggest change is of mindset, though. For the first tim:
large refrigerators and TVs are not seen as luxuries or !in
goods, but as necessities.

In fact, govt iscounting on you to buy many more of these, sothat
revenue lost per unit is more than made up by Increased sales
volumes, The pinistry has estimated a hit of 48,000cr in
the unlikely sconar sales remalning stagnant. But for sales to
increase, the generous tax cuts must be passed on as lower prices to

customers. If ads over the past week are
an indication, manufacturers and sellers
are keen toobl ige. This is understandable
because sluggish demand has saddled
manufacturers  with  fdle  capacity.
Reports early this year said 50%
handset manufacturing capac
India was unutilised. That' n'lnl-xtl\-mv
\ case but the problem is general. In
April, Maruth decided to go slow on its
new Imn-cars-per-year Gujarat plant

due to tepld sales growth,

So, lowering prices to boost demand is In industry's interest.
It can Kickstart the virtuous cycle that leads to new capital
investments, jobs and scale - which is crucial for competing with
China in the global market. Already, carmakers have slashed prices
substantially Small cars, which had become unaffordable after
post-BS6 price hikes, are back at their 2019 price levels. Not every
industry is so high-profile, however, and it's hard to keep track of
prices of every product. But one sector that's being keenly watched
is insurance, where govt has removed GST entirely on health and
life products, hoping to increase thelr penetration. Aler conflicting
shgnals, and pressure from govt, insurers have promised to pass
on the full benefit, but there's also talk of increasing premiums to
account for the loss of input tax credit. While that may be necessary,
insurers must guard against charging more than what's fair, to not
miss the GST 2.0 bus.

Helpless Together

Global critique of Israel is getting sharper. But what
does it matter if US keeps backing Netanyahu?

C-m-nln mnlr-\iin and Portugal juinr-(l UK in rr'rnunl'dnu

o over the the

UN summit co-hosted by France and Saudi Arabia yesterday

that focused on Israel's war in Gaza and the elusive Two State
Solution to the Israel-Palestine mother conflict. All of this makes
clear a growing international momentum against Israel. The Gaea
conflict is homing inon iwo years with Tel Aviv show ing nosigns of

relenting. Meanwhile, Israel is expanding its settlements in West
Bank. This will ensure there is no contiguo

% Palestine state. Thus,
there's increasing realisation that Isracl is using the Gaza conflict
toerase the possibility of a Palestine state itself,
That means defeating Hamas, the
ostensible goal of Israell military
operations in Gaza, is only a pretext. Had
itnot been so, Tel Aviv would have had no
probilem in signing up toa plan that would
hand over post-war Gaza to Palestinian
Authority (PA). But Tel Aviv has been
deliberately gutting PA and withholding
the latter's taxes, crippling its essential
functions. This has even prompted
{.orllmny an lsrael ally - to consider sending financial aid to PA.,

f course, lsracl gets away with all this because of solid
US backing. American Jewlsh and Evangelical lobbles have huge
influence in US pelitics. Therefore, Trump can politically ill-afford
to dump Israel, even though he was reportedly unhappy with
Netanyahu for striking Hamas leaders in Qatar. Which means UN
can pass all the resolutions it wants in favour of Palestine
statehood, but it won't make much of a difference to lsrael or the
Gaza conflict. There might be a split in the Western camp over
Isracl, but this isn't enough to rein in Tel Aviv Even growing
economic boycott of Israel may not move the needle. lsrael's actions
are truly showing the limits of multilateralism. The international
community can only profess helplessness.

Homebound best be

Kamala and Trump agree on HAB-hit Indian men

Anil Abraham

always ireifated when | step out of the house on a
ou"re constantly chatting with the nelghbours, or
walking aimlessly around the area like these middle-aged
uncles with no clear goal in [ife. Can't you find something to do
at home?™

! So 1 plonked mysell on the sofa and began reading the
newspaper for the nth time. | had only left the obituary columns untouched
Several people started tolook vaguely fum Dreadout the
Interesting ones aloud to Kamala Iy that we had not missed any
deaths among family and friends. *“You are the most morbid man in the world
nobody reads the obituaries with as much relish as you!™ But Like Gen Zchecks
o bl miedin o soe what -Immn ning Imhnlrfrlt ml- I|\~|~t_lm| X scans these
col o

Aterally
»u" hud equally de pressing news of some US visafees
m yugely Tobs or not to be 1118, Shakespeare might have
{ sabd iF he was around. By the time a clarification was later issued
W= that this was not an annual fi wnbe and anxhety had already spread
across the Indian disspora Nike ralsing GST and then lower ing
Itagain in an attempt to undo the damage," Kamala said cynically snacking on
her cheaper carnmel popeorn, Our neighbour NRI Karesha has cancelled his
son's wedding next week because of th certainty Many of our friends are
worry ing that teir kids won't visit the ks Diwall or Christmas,
I!ul Iww about looking at this sunny side up? \'d:h Trump's hifty visa foes
torhis trade tarifTs, I broad now have a fresh chance
ir patr i love for thedr country - in thelr country
In (et like other lrdian men on s Sunday, the story of ol mon-resident
Indlans abroad trapped in geo-political storms beyond their control, can now
besummarised in Ka) Kapoor's song from Jis Desh Mein Ganga Behil Mol - *Aa
Ab Laut Chaleln™, or Let us now return. They also have the option of exprossing
their feelings by singing a version of the John Denver classic: “Country roads
take me home. To the land | belong. Mera India.” And this may even be the
subliminal message in India’s official entry for the Oscars this year It's
serendipitowsly titled, Nomebound.

SWEAT FOR PEACE 852 DON'T BLEED IN WAR o 25250588

-1B: When One Door Closes...

® Trump will be sending more pain Indi
here build Al robotics, chips @ Help young Indians hit by Trump's student visa cuts find non-U

s way @ GOI needs to buckle up @ Help the talent now stuck

y purhs

to get serious skills @ Learn from the transformative Make in China 2025 programme

Amit Gupta

| The decision to slap a $100,000 fee on
American companies who hire a new

/| loyee s a victory for
erowd and also for other
conservatives who do not

work, the Trump administration |s arguing that
American companbes should be hiring workers who
add substantial value to the company’s product and
make them world beaters. Low-level hirings do litthe to
further that goal, But hiring someone who can achleve

recognising that symbolism and optics mean litthe to
American govt.

Instead of o U-turn or an improvement, what followed
was the 1B decision. And more pain is likely to follow.
Bowhat GO needs o do ks recogn ise ihad i§ has a major

¥ battery will,

i look for alternat ives
Thecountry does best when it faces a cri

After

wan
employed in US

Thy think, ns the conservative Washinglon
It makes no sense
o import 20,000 noncitizen programmers
when plenty of Americans would il Uhose
positions if given the opportunity Too afte
remains in the
loring the staggering sums

Thimes stated in an editorial

the visa holdes
homeland, co
they send hack o India.”

loya

Further, the slapping of the huge fee on
companies s most likely the first step in
substantially reducing the programme. Both
American politieal groups and India’s govt and

public need, however, to reco
plications are not as cloar-cul
administratbon thinks they will s

What Amerbcans need to understand

@ Firstly for those who want to Make America
White Again, the HAB constricthon will do litthe
o stop the demographic change that is coming

in the eountry Its consus burean has estl
it by 2045 LS would becorme a o
minorities would account for over &
population

Minority students were supposed to reach
S0% of allchildren (n primary school in 2022 but

soe Indian workers being

ry where
* af the

that hagpe A, Put slmply

alroady
visas cando little

o reverse this trend

ryone
who will shape the browning of America is
in the country and restricting I

What Indians peed to understand
Whileracial preferences and technological strategy

ated

may be driving the T

will be outsourced io Indian back offices, alihough the
Trump administration will likely tax that process.
Employment, therefore, will incroase in India, which ks
oo for thar counitry, but will not fulfil the aspirations of

H-AB seckers, who wish toem igrate.
T

31
v it the highest level o

hireo

s
o HAB scale, which bs
that of exports. With Al now doing much of the entry-level

p administration’s actions,
what are the impllcations for India®

® One obvious consequence s that those in India
hoplng for a Trump U-turn should recognise that is
unlikely to happen. A section of the Indian media,

the 1962 war serbous defence planning took place and in
1991 the country undertook significant economic
roforms. New Delhi ks not in as bed a prod ieament

that

todiy
major reforms

One such step would be 1o use the now
available Indian talent domestically to work on

programime has led
jots, robot tanks,
Phone, lser wea

heopy Iy tomake

fes, and chip manufacture. Learn from
ese whose Make in China 2025
sixth-generation fighter
phones that match the
s, and electric vehicles

Over the years 1hrrl' have been claims of
ﬂlllkllwil

v Uhan Tesla

coll phones. and
wlin. None have

Iabour force thit cannot le pave (he country, it is

tock

employ these workers.

@ Finally, how many times does the Trump
mdministration have to take a tough stance
fjga Inullmlulurllu mandaring in New Delli to

s woing o

back to bus{ross as usiial?

Apart from the H-1B issue thei
that student visas have bee by
Trump s now talking of bringing in 600,000
Chinese students. New Delhl can respond by
3 negotiating with Moscow and Bel) ing. as partof

Brics, to et more Indian students

eng ineering. and med el courses in R
China. Their schools provide a first-rate education in
these arvas and i the goal ks to tran the next generation of
Indians then this ks an easy way bodo so.

Those going abroad will have to understand that
now studying abroad or working abroad

18 the fact
80% and

0 conpuater,
nand

no longer

diplomnts, academics, and politicians desperately  going tobe aneasy first steptocitisenship But they can
hopes for things to go back to normal in the US-India  gain the skills 1o become workd beaters.
relationship These were the people who were so happy The writer i o Semior Fellow of the National Inatitute for
when Trump wished Modi happy birthday not [ Sudies, US. Views arep !

What Farhan’s ‘Gun’ Tells Us About Pakistan

Some Pak players were playing anything but cricket in Sunday’s Asia Cup match. Their gestures
reflect the deeper toll decades of militarisation and extremism have taken on the Pak psyche

AvifitGhosh @timesofindiacom

| Culture writer Mike
Margusoe, a rare Ame
riean who loved cricl Iu i

and  passion  that define  Indo-Pak
nmmnbrn s 'Mrﬂ!!mu'l‘rrlunnlm *
This book focused

l'.!b 0D World Cup. By the mid o,
cross-border terrorism had taken deep
roats, creating a ddeficit botween
he two South Askan nelghbouurs. But the
last war between the two countries had
happenied 25 yearsearlber in 1971, The titke
was more metaphorical.

On Sunday, however, the
“ahoot ing™ took on & more visual
dimension in the context of
Indo-Pak cricket. Pakistan
opener Sahibeada Farhan
celebrated his half-century
alming an imaginary gun
at the spectators, mostly
Indianexpatriates.

Al

word

ollowing it up with
a 60 gesture, It was o
notso-velled reference
tovthe umverified number
of Rafale planes allogedly
down during the

an‘lm yoar.
Symbolically but  clearly,
something more than just cricket

Calvin & Hobbes

was belng played under the Dubal night
sky. The Indiancricketers toodidn‘t hold
themselves back. Abuses were used (o
convey where the ball had gone, which
wenerally was beyond the boundary

In the past too, sportspersons have
celebr rith imagined gun salutes.
Riled b rowel, ey o alse indulged
in extremely offensive behaviour But
hire e langgiangge wis difervat.

The actions underlined how deep
the May military conflict has become
embedded in their memories and il:rhr
On socinl moedia, Zahack Tany ir,
of Milli Chronicle, sought toexpl alnlll.'n
Farhan's gesture reflected a deeper
problem. “Decades of militarisation
and extremism hove ensured (hat
vislence is glorified as culture,”

e possted. Sadly even Pakistan's
[I5H]

ARAT; Pakistan's

gama agatnst Indiaon Monday
Theongoing Asia Cup, the firstcricket
exchange between the two countries
after the Pahalgam massacre in April,
has been controversial from the very
beginning, including in its selection of
the i, India didin't shake ha
outclassing Pakistan in the first g h
the postmatch presentation, captain
Suryakumar Yadav pald a tribute hie
vietims and the families of the Pahal
gam massacre. Hefore that, Pakistan
all-rounder Faheem Ashrafl had posted o
cringeworthy  social  media
post mimicking Opera

;— thon Sindoor:
Al Two cloar trends
emerge from (hese games.
First, the stadiums may be
half-full, but IndoPak cricket
matches still arouse plenty of
emotion. And the emotkons ane
maostly negative. There's litthe joy
inwinning, but the vicarious plea

w

sure of having shown an inveterate
o .

e (18 “true place”, Similarly the
deapairof losing ks multiplied beeause it
was Inflicted by the only country you
cannot bose Loat any cost

Becond, there's a grudiging realisation
awning gap between the
& India dropped five

catehes, including four in the Mrst elght
overs. Yet it deflated its opponent with
wase. Whnt few Pakistanis admit is that
the state of cricket cannot be better than
the state of (he country.

Nobody was interested in that match,
especially in the second hall when the
day-night India Pakistan game started
in Bengaluru,
Pakistan were the stronger side anda
o retain the world champhons
Everyone that one spoke to in
Pakistan before the gane had convinoed
pmselves that they were going to win
e matehs. They might have, until Ajay
Jadeja produced an innings of alifetime,
which gove India hope and edge. But
Fakistan bounced back with a galloping
@ partnersh ip.

The match seemed to be slipping
arwary from India’s hands unt il an abrasive
Aamer Soball fumously gestured o
Venkatesh Prasad to fetch the ball. Next
dellvery, he lost his cool and wicket
It was the beginning of the end for
Pakistan in the high-pressure game,
Sohail's fingerpointing became  the
indolible imageof that match

Relatively speaking, the 1#0s were
far more gentlemanly times than the
0w, Juist as 19708 were compared to the
19008, though  Mohinder Amarnath
recently revealed in his sutobiography,
Fearless, that during the 1978 tour a
Cambridge-educated Pakistan player
had called an Indian player “kafir”, a
pejorative term for those who don't
adhere to Iskam, Fut those days provocative
words didn't travel as (st and furious as
today. aggravating dormant feelings

1t would be great if both boards take

[[] hen lspent 10
dlays o a reporter during the World Cup
in Pakistan. Among other games, | also
reported on the EnglandSri Lanka
quarter final played in Faisalabad

play
1 age! and pnmx ative
by the umpires. Yellow cards and red
cards on the lines of football might also
help. But rest assurod, in these edgy times,
suich thoughts are more o fantasy.

Sacredspace

The assumption
Hhert andmals are
without righes and
thver ilfushonss that
ol treatment of
hhieim hes s mcarnl
significance
a positvely outrageous examphe
o western crudity and barbarity,
Universl compassion is the only
snierantee of monality.

Arthus Schopenhaser

From Egocentric To Ecocentric: Revere All Life

Paromita Roy

 the wake of (he recent “stray dogs’
controversy that ralsed vital questions
about preset wllu l'rﬂnkwua)'-mm
st furn
Parnmparn { Ilrlllr\rmlrwlnkbmmw
hismane, reverent e

called gods; Piiru Yajna, for our ances-
tors’ legncy: Brahima/ Rishi Yajna, for
Is and Vedas, sources of wisdom.
M v Yana, for mll I

cows, dogs, birds, and guests before a
Enmily sits down tothelr meals.
Indian epics, Mahabharat and

I»Ilmu Eilyuta Yajmna, for all living and
nonliving beings.
Cosmibc rhythm described in the
feum b

offer several instances of the
kinshiph h '

and spoak in terms of fragmentation and
division. The Workl Health Organkeathon’s
“Ome Hoalth' approach - a ‘collaborative,
mnilthsectoral, and transd s |;|I||hr3

Mahabharat's story of & mongocse, half of
whose body turned to gold when it rolled on

|rm-||rnln|nulnmlnthnu!u;um-m
Imm.m animal conflict dlll| reaxaming
the “man ks the
e of all things’

Trwd e whsdom trastitions teach ot
merely ‘compassion’ bt reverenoe for all
Tifie, bown of real isation of Intercones
Relrviss of cosmos, unamblgusously
proven today by modarn schenes through

Katha U hant - thet
great Cosmic Order - informs
and emvedops all life and
existence. Rablmtranath
‘Tagore captured this ideal in- Jegheeig
his essary Sodhana through
AT prao

I immense! This

o contrmd bt ing:

This truth, discovered
rishis in Vedas and U}
is NN]LNaIIhHMhahumrH but

K o intodaily prac th th
pancha.maha yejna, live great sacrifices:
D YJnan, savcrifhon for forces of nature,

L fe vishon of modern
times, Abdo Loopold ermphaskses that

e e s of K it of food by o poor
lhmu} that embraced starvation,
and eveniual death resonates
with heartbeats of Bharat
Yudhishthir refused o
nawrwwnwllhul hlalm'nl

Visbon - rocogy

human, animal. and environmental
aalth. Wiheeen one soes Lifie in its immens ity
lisions of separatenss disalw in
Oneress,

Thils universal empathy echoes in
Jeremy Bentham's timeless question
“The question ks nod, can they reason™
Nor can they talk? But can they suffer?™

ﬂINII’n«!"hHl\i abehuction, Such tles are
endloss in Hindu lore, nlvlll‘lm Towdly

very be g plays i un bque, (e
rale in paystom's stability From
time immemorial, India b
interconnectedioss of al
daily practices like offering food first to

splritual bonding with Nature, When the

world s swakening to and revering India's
anclent wisdom of "One Earth, One Family’,
it s traghe that we allow ourselves tothink

such a | Devall and Goorge
Sessions assert that all forms of 1ife
hawe intrinsie worth as inextricable
partsof an interconnected whale,

Osear Wilde's The Selfleh Giant
exhorts love mwd oneness, whereupon life
losscims - birds sing. an imals rejoice,
elhibldren exult and bliss Mows endlesaly

The writer is st profiessor; Ramakrishaoa
AMiwnions Vivwkanands Kdicationa) & Ressarch
Inatitiede, Betur Math
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INDIAN EXPRESS 15 NOT AN
INDUSTRY. I'T 15 A MISSION.

— Rannath Goenka

BAGRAM DEMAND MAY
SHOW LIMITS OF TRUMP'S
COERCIVE DIPLOMACY

5 President Donald Trump recently revealed that the

Bagram airbase in Afghanistan was on his wishlist

of strategically significant territories he wanted

control ever. While Greenland and the Panama Ca-

nal were part of his pre-election rhetorie, the desire
to retake Bagram was artieulated just a few days ago.
Trump wanted the Panama Canal for ‘sconomie security’,
alleging it had been ‘ceded’ to China. The crisis blew over
after Panama decided not to renew its contract witha Hong
Kong company that was operating the ports. On the flip
side, Greenlamd refused to budge.

As for Bagram, the Biden administration vacated it along
with the rest of the country in a chaotie pullout in 2021, two
decades after the American invasion of Afghanistan. The
Taliban overran the weak elected government even before
the US exit. Trump considers Biden's full troop withdrawal
a strategle blunder But he misses the point that American
troops woitld have been sitting ducks in Bagram had they
stayed put during the coup by the Taliban and other fighters.
The US s currently negotiating a prisoner and hostage
swap deal with the Taliban. If clinched, the deal could po-
tentially set the pace for talks on s ing the Bagram base for
joint counterterrorism efforts, Zalmay Khalilzad, former US
special representative for Afghanistan, recently indieated.

Khalilzad's diplomatic articulation contrasted with
Trump's crude declaration that Bagram must be returned
to those who built it; he made the same argiment on the
Panama Canal. Located 50 km north of Kabul, the Bagram
alrbase is a short distance away from China and holds im-
mense strategic value. Interestingly, Trump's statement
came at a time when the Taliban regime approved a draft
policy on the export of minerals, including rare earths,
Though he cited Ching, chances are he wants control over
Bagram for security cover to import critical minerals from
Afghanistan and neighbouring Pakistan. His threat of “bad
things” happening to Afghanistan if it failed to yield was
yet another marker of his authoritarian streak, which re-
cently included the cancellation of comedy shows back
home, Predictably, the Taliban refused to be bullied and
China supported Afghanistan's sovereign right to make its
own call. The Taliban has better ties with Russia and China
than Uncle Sam. Coercive diplomacy clearly has its limits.

ODISHA MUST EXPAND
ITS TIGER PAW-PRINT

HE photograph of a melanistic tiger cub from Odisha’s

Similipal Tiger Roserve triggered o wave of jubilation

last week, From top political leaders to forest officers,

there wasa fload of congratulatory messages, The reason

was that the young thger with a striking dark pelt adorned
the cover of an international wildlife magazine—a feature
rare for this part of the country However, pseudomelanistic
thgers are not rare, thanks to the mutathon of a particular gene.
Ower 30 years back, LA K Singh, a state research officer, had
officially documented what is colloguially called a black tiger
Half & decade ago, a team headed by scientists from Bengalu-
ru's National Centre for Biologieal Selences decoded the gene
responsible for the anomalous phenotype.

So was the celebration over-the-top? Not exactly, because
it shines the spotlight on the state's big fauna on a big stage.
However, the big pieture must not be missed. The mutation
eold be caused by the isolated nature of the tiger popula-

3 ; 2'E B " ) . " ‘Thiruvananthapuram. When they were  and the state government. the main
tion In Mmmp‘_ll' one of India’s “r“e_!'l rescrvas notlfied returned, lheiraloight had Ioﬁsenzdcnn- contestants Ecn'gmmmg':ng the funds.
way back in 1973 It points "UE,XL‘EHS“'E inbreeding and lack siderably The TDB claims the difference A fraction of temple funds is used for
of genetie diversity Much of it was elucidated in the re. is only about 4 kg—standard wastage philanthropy. The Tirumala authorities
search that ealled for ‘genetic reseue’—the reason the Na- from refining. However, critics, includ-  run hospitals and universities. In
tional Tiger Conservation Authority suggested bringing ing a temple advisory committee mem-  contrast, the Kerala temple boards' char-
over tigers from other parts to Similipal, Last year, the gov- ber, allege that wp to 90 kg of materialis  itable output is perceived to be minimal.
ernment enumerated 30 tigers in the state—27 were from missing, suggesting the gold was either  For example, nothing ought to prevent
Similipal, of which 13 were pseudomelanistie, stolen or swap'pud with inferior metal. them from running pmdlms_pila_ls Ea_l' the

A healthy tiger population is not just good news for the The Crime Branch, which comes di-  poor, yet there are few such institutions,
forest ecosystemn; it also drives tourism. In central, western rectly under Chief Minister Finarayi
. . o ko Ly \"uuyun is investigating the case, Matu-
and northern states, tigers have brought in waves of eco- rally, it is not in a hurry to conelude its
tourism activities. Odisha for long missed the bus because of findings. The case is once again at the
its unimpressive count and reluctance to experiment. After centre of state politics, with the oppogi-
belng nudged by the authority, the state translocated two fe- tion interpreting the convention as a
males from the Tadoba-Andhari reserve. More such actions eynical exercise to win over believers ving'
must be taken up. At present, Odisha has two notified re- and convert bhakti into the only thing
serves with Satkosia devold of tigers, having suffered a failed of political value—votes. .
reintroduction in 2018, No new reserve has been added in the God 1s big business. Ssbarimala at-
last 18 vears. The Sunabeda sanetuary was glven in-principle traqts over 20 ¢ = 1 - dovotoce na typd-
. . . . cal pilgrimage season. The TDB's annual
consent by the Centre in 2008, but its fate hangs in balance. income from the shrine is estimated to
Another proposal todevelop Debrigarh sanetuary in western be well over 2500 crove. This is admit
Odisha should be fast-tracked. Instead of basking in melan- tedly less than the income of the Sree Politicians of all stripes vie to vanan and his
Lstic glory, the government must go for experiments, Tiger Krishna Temple in Guruvayur, which wontrol the considerable riches
sipplementation involves risk, but it's one worth taking. has an annual footfall of 810 million but of temales, The case of missi
penerates an estimated $E00-800 erore, ples. g
thanks to its year-round operations and e gold from Sabarimala points to
1 gold reserves of approximately 2,500 kg. the mismanagement of temple
To put the temple business in per- !
WATERASA BRIDGE spective, both these rich temples in ::zlf:‘?:::::;::::::::lr
Nh s ofte .xerse to celobrate a " Kerals are inferior in income and influ- b
OnOLE 18 OTer AN BXCLSE 10 CaIaNrate JooC Wakk oh ence to the titan of temples in India, know how it is managed
avital issue that otherwise would miss the attention it Tirumala Tirupati. The Tirumala
deserves. Pune-based seientist Himanshu Kulkarni be- Tirupati Devasthanams oversees. 25-30 The vast majority of temple wealth
coming the first South Aslan recipient of the University million annual pilgrims, stores over 9 disappears into a labyrinthine ecosys-
of Oklahoma's biennial International Water Prize is one tonnes of gold, and collects over #1500 tem of admini tive overheads,
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beaten for accessing water sources marked for higher one of the richest places of worship  ports, when they see the light of day, are
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HE week gone by ended with
a bang. President Donald
Trump decided to impose a
stiff 1,00.00d fee for H-1B
visa applicants. This move,
in the wake of the 50 percent
tariff that was imposed on
Indian exports to the US just recently,
seemad to be a double whammy of
sorts. The good part: the White House
seemed determined to ensure that
American johs were secure. The bad
part: the American dream of many a
young Indian wanting to make a career
in the US seemed a bit shaken, if not
stirred and decimated altogether:

There was chaos for an entire day.
Amid the confusion of understanding
the fine print of the presidential order,
companios sent out advisories to their
employees to return to the US immedi-
ately by September 21 to avoid the
risk of not being allowed to re-enter So-
cial media videos of those just about
leaving US airports wanting tode-board
out of sheer fright made the news.
There was panic and uncertainty in the
air, The US had dropped the H-bomb-
the H-1B visa bomb. The American
dream could not be taken for granted.
The times were uneertain.

The US administration clarified quite
quickly in a day that existing visa hold-
ars need not worry, That was calming for
those with a visa on hand. Only those
who sought new visazs and those that
came up for the next round of lottery
were the ones who would have a big fee
to pay. Companies bringing in overseas
resources to work in the US were being
told to bring in only high-value-added
human resources. Folks you were will-
ing to pay a stiff fee to bring in,

President Trump does not want you
to replace lower-end American jobs
with the Indian or Chinese import. He
aven went about quoting the case of a
company that sacked more than 50,000
American workers to bring in just
about that number of overseas employ-
ees at a lower cost. Trump seemed fine
with “brain-shopping” at the top end,
but seemed staunchly against “body
shopping”, something that has been the
very foundation of the Indian I'T end-to-
el services industry He wants to put
an end to this, and hence the plan,

This action on the H-1B visa seems to
b part of this plan. The key idea is the
noble intent of protecting American
jobs, From the Indian side of the fence,
all that was well, but this is a business
challengs, One that will make Indian IT
axports uncompetitive, This is not to be
for the Indian company alone, but for

LEDITORIAL

After stiff tariffs on goods, Trump's H-1B bomb is a levy on Indian
service exports. If American firms can't bring over the people

they need, they should
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HARISH BIIOOR

some of the biggest American compa-
nies as well that bring in Indians
o work for them on American sail, The
data throws up names of some of the
biggest American companies on the
list—Amazon, Microsoft, Meta, Apple
and Google included.

The double-whammy perception of
it is, however, the fact that Indian imports
were being taxed, bath of the goods and
the human kind now. India was certainly
at the receiving end of this order, as 71
percent of the approved visas (of the total
85,000 H-1B approvalsh went to Indians,
with China coming a distant second with
11.7 percent. The pressure was clearly
on Indim and Indians. The world is getting
less flat all of a sudden, Nations are
getting protective and the MAGA agenda
inthe US is not a force to be i pnored. India
and the Indian are under pressure, The

=
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US is no longer the land of milk and
haney for us to drink from.

What then is the India response?
What must it be? As | ask this question,
there is a fair bit of chaos and lack of
clear thinking in the industry. The gov-
ernment response is yet to come, as the
diplomacy back-channels must be work-
ing overtime. The people's response is
loud and chaotic though, as it usually is.
Owr television channels are full of
‘quick-gun Murugan' responses, Every-
one is aghast and irritated. Everyone is
apainst the US actions.

And then there is a fair bit of crisis-
romanticism at play here, People who
just don't know the business reality at
play are suggesting political motives
with solutions that talk of things that
seam just out of a Mills & Boon business
romance series, if there ever was one,

TEMPORAL MINDERS OF GODLY WEALTH

HE first World Ayyappa Con-
vention, backed by the CPI{M)

led Kerala government and
presided over by the Travan-

core Devaswom Board (TDE),

took place in Pamba near
Sabarimala on Saturday, Many

allies of the CPI(M}—who face an assem-
by election next year—waera part of the
event. Every politician loves a rich god.
In late 2022, the TDB was caught in a
seandal Gold srnaments offered to Lord
Ayyappa by devotees over decades were
sent for remodelling to a goldsmith in

C PSURENDRAN

As of now, a Supreme Court-nominat-
ed committee manages the Padmanahb-
haswamy Temple's affairs, including
its finances and security This is seen as
aworking compromise reducing the di-
rect control of both the royal family

Poet osed st ang sowenplany wiler whese Lkt
el i D o e e My v o/ D

cause of its direct nexus with politics.
The TDB, which manages over 1,200 tem-
ples, is currently headed by a leader of
the CPI{M). a party in power for nearly
eight consecutive years, One might ask:
what has Marxism to do with Manikan-
tan (another name for Ayyappa)?

The 90 kg vs 4 kg debate is not a sim-
ple accounting error. It is facetious to
claim a considerable quantity of gold
simply evaporated. After years of in-
vestigation, if the Crime Branch can-
not determine the weight of the miss-
ing gold, it is a symptom of the disease,
The TDR's version of events is a testa-
ment to their belief that the faithful
would swallow any explanation, no
matter how implausibla.

They forget the lesson taught by ra-

tionalists like the late Pavanan, who
happens to be my father. A rationalist all
his life, decades ago he exposed the ‘di-
Makara Vilakku ‘miracle’ as a
man-made fire, orchestrated by the
devaswom board. Makaravilakku is an
annual event celebrated at Sabarimala
marking the culmination of the pilgrim-
age season. The fastival is famous for the
sighting of & special light, the Makara-
jyothi, on the top of a distant hill. Pa-

1l wd

(f Desperation is the raw material of

drastic change, Only those who can
leave be!
ever helieved in can hope o escape

d everything they have

William
Burmoughs

Anentire reverse brain-drain on the US
with our Indian doctors and scientists
and engineers returning home to work
for India, in India is one of them.

As the Indian response is shaping up,
what can we do® [ do believe when a na-
tiom is pushed, it pushes back. This push-
back has begun. When pushed against
the wall, vou need to survive and fight
back. Indian IT houses need to think this
out carefully, The writing has always
been on the wall and internal think tanks
within companies have ahways ideated on
this pessibility. Our scenario-planning
exercises have slu.a}'s visualised this
eventuality. This is nothing new

Our IT-led and -enabled enterprises
have, over the years, hedged their bets
across geographies, What started as a
US-need-centric business is today
hedged across geographies, India works
across the world. Yes, the US is still the
biggest market, but it certainly is not
the only market. In that manner of
speaking, an Amazon will face the hite
of this action more than a TCS. The
business response will, therefore, come
from the biggest of American firms that
use and depend on Indian resources,

When the resource cannot come to
the company at economic cost, must the
company go to the resource then?
Therein lays a salivating thought for
India. 1 do believe action on this will
come from American companies and
not by hands-tied Indian ones, In the
beginning, they will test the legality of
this presidential action, and if it holds,
I do believe business will go where it
makes sense togo. The large number of
global capability centres (GCCs)—1,500
at the last count—that have made Indi-
an soil their home are examples of how
businesses go where it makes sense to
go. These GCCs have been set up in In-
dianot only because India is hungry for
them (that as well). They are here be-
cause they are hungry for India and
what it offers them. It makes excellent
business sense to be at the centre of tal-
ent. Either go where the talent is, or
like in the old days, bring the talent in.
That paradigm will change and there
lays the big opportunity for India.

Yas, a lot of our youngsters will lose
the opportunity tolive in the US and en-
joy the American life and lifestyls, but
home is where the heart is. My Bnnga lu-
ru has bad traffic, but it's not all that
bad. We get the best dosas out here at
prices that astound, particularly when
yvou convert the dollar to the rupee.
Come to Bemgaluru,

( Views are personal)
iharishbijoor@hormail com)
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Brain gain

Red: Prigvitise innovarion, build india’s
fufure a5 deep tech destination (Sep 12).
The LIS peesident wants to give priority to
Amesicans, just like any other country weeld.
Qur previous leaders failed to peevent beain
drain and the prezent employees are paying
the penalty. If ndia wantz to bring the best
talents back 1o our country, first we mast
incentiize shill.

VRGanesan, Chennai

Mohanlal's gift

Ref: Craft meets greatness (ep 12].
Mohanlal's cinematic career has been in
congruence with Malayalam tinema, both in
creativity and gromth. Admirably, he belongs
o the actors who *roming hasd against the
siream, saw distant gates of Eden gleam,
and did mot dieam it was a dream’”,

Keleth Gopakumar Menon, Thrizsur

Inspiring read
Red: Slaper of davkness [ Sep 12]. The
author's writing was both engaging
andinsightful. The narrative was cleas,
thowghtful, and left the reader with muth
o reflect upen, A5 a reader, | value olumns
that combine knawledge with readasility,
offering both information and inspiration.
A, email

Daring escapes

Red: D a wheel and a prayer | Sep 22). This
story brings back memonies of a real-Life
story | read in the Reader’s Digest abaut

a Cuban teenager who fled from Cuba ina
similar fazhion in 1969, The youth had tied
himself to the reas wheel shaft and had

that the fire was lit by 1h.u lemplu man-
agement. He proved that the machinery
of faith is often powered by falsity Yet,
the Makarajyothi spectacle continues.
Those who believe cannot question.
Politicians and power brokers know
this well. Why would an all-powerful
god, who created the stars and Earth,
want gold and cash? No politician, na-
tional or Kerala-specific, would ask that
gquestion because power must build
bridges with superstition to survive.
The devotee does need to know that
their sacrifice—the hard-earned cash
dropped into the hundi, the gold neck-
lace offered in desperation or gratitude-
ia treated with a measure of sanctity.
Perhaps our billionaire gods cannot be
brought to book. But the dealings of the
politicians who pretend to be their man-
agers can be made more transparent.
(Views are personall
fepsurendranagmail com)

sy survived.
HarshaNBliangady, email

GST reality

Red: Shun fore ign goods, turn t (ndian {S2p
21). The G5 refarms, though necessary,
should not be celebrated as they wese long
overdue. Celebrating it as a gift is certainly
not appropeiate and seems hypocritical when
penple are taking continuous blows from
inflation and wage stagnation.
VPadmanabian, Bengalury

Palestine hypocrisy

Ref: U, Aus, Canada recognise Palestinian
state (Sep 11}, Rerognition without action
epitomises “too little, too late’ These
nations remain complicit in arming lsrael.
facilitating the massacre, This genocide
has rewealed the moral hollzwness of
govesnments, which have failed 1o relay their
citizens' demands of putting an end to the
genncide for almost two yeass naw.
Ananya 1
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simplified GST
A simplified G¢

Revenue collection must be closely tracked
I ks el h I Sundary, Primse Minister Narendra Modl underseored
how changes in the goods and services tax (GST) stnscture — which were cleared
by the GST Council earlier this month and came into effect on Monday — would
muke goods and services more affordable for people and simplify operations for
businesses. The GST Council, in its 56th meeting, had decided to move mainly ton
two- rate structure, § per cent and 18 per cent. for most goods and services, with o
demerit rate of 40 per cent for a select few goods. The councl alse did swey with
the compensation cess except on a few sin goods, which will be collected umtil the
loans ralsed to compensate states during the pandemic are repaid, Thisls likely 1o
b over In the coming few months,

Asimplified GST structure will help all stake holders. The government expects
that lower GST rates, along with income-tax relief, will boost consumption. As the
Prime Minister neted, changes in the Income-tux eates and GST would Lead to sav-
ingsol T2.5tillion for the people of India, While the changesshould help boest con-
sumption, their extent and sustainability would be worth watching. Further, the
other side of | Is the impli for revenue colk Since GSTis
collected by the Unlon and state governments, bothcould beaffected, The revenue
flow o states could be affected more becawse part of the central government's tix
collection also flows 1o states, Interestingly, the Comptroller and Auditor General
(CAG) Last week came up with a report en state linances, the first of its kind, Since
the report is for 2022-23, the numbers are not particularly new and are broadly
known, but its decadal analysis and findings are still worth discussing, especlally
atntime when tax rtes hive been reduced,

The report shows that aggregate public debt In states in absolute terms went up
1.30 times between 2013-14 and 2023-23. In terms of percentage of gross state
domestic product (GEDP), public debt increased from 16,66 per cent to 2296 per
cent same period. Acoounting for public-account liabilities, the Hability
of states was at about 28 per cent of GSDP, The dats compiled by the Reserve Bank
of India in the lust report on state finances (December 2024) suggests that the La-
Eility went up in the subsequent years. The increase in levels of debt means debe-
servicing costs have gone up for states, which leaves fewer resources for other
purposes, Forabout 10states, interes [m)'nunlwu-.imr v percent of thelrexpen-
diture. To be fair, some states have man helr finances well, but
enue loss might have a bigger impact on weaker states,

Atwbronder policy kevel, thecountry | 1 to asimpler GST system, which
meust be welcomed, Nevertheless, over the past weeks, several experts have talked
about the need for the next set of reforms In the GST system. Interms of revenue,
forexample, it has been suggested thatthe 5 per unl rate could have been ruJuod ]
bitto protect llection, Th f revisiting the
list anel also bringing petroleum prnduux within the GST net, which will signifi-
cantly help businesses. Thus, while the latest set of reforms will help consumers
i tddeal, more will need to be done in the future, Revenue impli-
cations will also need to be closely tracked,

and b

Tel Aviv's isolation
Atwo-state solution remains the global consensus

The Prime Minister of the United Kingdom, Kelr Starmer, on Sunday announced
that his country would confer diplomatic recognition on the state of Palestine. His
Commaonwealth counterpans — from Australia and Canada — also declased that
their nations would take a similar step, This Is part of an effort that appears to be
coordinated primarily by President Emmanuel Macron of France, whe this week
will announce at the United Mations (UM} General Assembly that his country too
is recognisingthe Palestinian state; two ether European nations, Portugal and Bel-
i, will do so oo, Mr Macron s due to co- host a sumumit with Sawdi Arabison the
subject of Palestinian statehood, This represents a major shift in attitudes in the
West, and Is areflection of the incressing isolation on the international stage being
endured by Tel Aviv following its continu ing war on the population of the Gaza
Strip, Isvael Prime Minister Benjamin Metanyahu responded to these developments
by declaring them "s huge reward for terrorism”, and adding that "a Palestinian
state will not be established west of the Jordan River™,

Iuis worth noting that the 1nat i their Angh ulliesare not
outliers at this podnt; if anything, Mr Netanyrhu's response s revealing of how far
thie lsraeli leadership has drifted from the global consensus on this issue, The first
European nation to recognise Palestine was Sweden, in 2004; since then, multiple
other Western natiens, including Spain, have done so. Three-fourths of UN
member states have done so, and most of the others are also committed to a two-
state solution, It Is Mr Netanyahu who, through his state ment, has revealed ndiffi-
cult truth: the lsraeli establishment s now determined that & two-state solution s
imnpossible, This is ashift frem the basic assumptions that have guided the global
outreach to Israel since the Oslo Accords in the 19005, Those assumptions are that,
first, thie Palestinian sutherity will rise to the level of o putative state; second., that
the arcas under Israeli occupation in Gaza and the West Bank, give ortakea little,
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Alis at an extreme

The market capital

At the moment, global markets are danclng entirely
to the tune of artificlal ntelligence (AL, 108 every-
where, and elther vou belleve and partlelpare Inthe
bl marker. o you st on the sldelings, doomed 1o
mediocre relatlve performance while walting for
sanbty to retum. Asof teday, the bulls have the upper
hand, as markets are convinced that Al I8 trans-

ion, returns, and capex concentration of
top Alfirms have surpassed teeh-bubble highs

ILLLISTRATIEIN BINAY SINHi

atle are currently all-pervasive, Al carrles extreme

wielght In the markets, and measures of concentri-

tlon scross market capltalisation, resurns, eamings,

and capltal expenditure are atall-tme highs,
Today In the US, 65 per cent of all venture caphtal

Investment I8 golng inte Al- or machine-learning-

based startups, OpenAl ks podsed to ralse money ot a

L

OPINION 9

andd JPMorgan), they aecount fora record 40 percent
share of the Index and 15 per cent share of eorporate
enrnings, We have neverseen such concentration of
cormpany &lze and sarmlngs,

Eventh of the index Iy con-
centeated, Since January 2021, 55 per cent of the
enthie gali i the S&P 500 was accounted for by the
top o stocks. I you were not adequately invested
In these 1o glants, you had ne chance w keep up
with the Broader markets. This concentrated
returns profile comtinuesto date, with the Mag-7up
about 5o per cent since Liberatlon Day (Aprl 2,
026y, while the remalning 493 SEP 500 stocks hive
ad only 20 per cent,

Even the carnings profile of the market s
heavily skewed towards the Mag-7 and the Al
theme. In 2003 and 2024, the Mag-T saw earnings
growth of about 15 per cent within the S&P 500,
while earnings for the remalning 493 stocks grew
only 3 per cent. Consequently, the relative perform-
ance of the technology sector versus the broader
S8P 500 Index s even stronger today than what we
anw atthe peak of the 2000 bubble,

Even when we look at corporate caplial expen-
diture. the concentration ln technalogy and Al is
remarkable. The Mag-7 and Oracle sceount for over
35 per cent of total SEP 500 capex, US hyperacs
{the major tech companies) have doubled thelr
share of private domestic nvestment sinee 2023,
For these hyperscalers, capex has now crossed 20
piek cent of sales, compared with under 10 per cent
previously, Even on operating cash flow, they are
using over 65 per cent to fund data centre bulld.
outs, To put this in perspective, thelr capex-to-
sales vatle l8 20 per cent, and sesearch &
development-to-sales 1515 per cent, meaning 15 per
cent of aales 18 belng rebnvested nto growth, Truly
unprecedented numbers,

Telecom companles. with thelr massive fbsre-
apitle bidldouts, were seen asthe poster child of over-
Investment during the w00 technology bubble
peak. At lhvlr :u..k In 2000, telecom companles'

formational and here to stay. Itwill the
furure winners and logers, both ot the company and
sovierelgn level, Atthe beginningof an industry plat-
forn shift, ane should not worry about valuatlens,
Juss focus on buying the winness, so goes
the current thinking,

‘The bellevers are convineed that Al
will salve the demographic and fiscal
challenges of the West, Through asurge
In productiviey, growth will accelerate,
solving the debe trap problem that most
Western democracies are on the precl-
plee of. We don't have to Inflate our way
outofthe fscal challenges, Alled growth
will solve the budget arlthmetle,

With o need for fewer workers,
espechally ot eniry level, the demao-
graphic challenges of the West will be
less corrosive. Al will also widen the span of corpor-
ate outcomes, with the winners seelng a surge in
growthand margins and the losers golng out of basl-
ness, America ls seen as s winner in the Al ree, as s
China. The Al trade s bn full force, whether you ook
at the Internals of the US market or consider the out-
performance of China/Korea and Talwan. India ls
seen as an Al loser or laggard,

While ene can debate the ulilmate outcome,
thming, and true benefits of AL only the passage of
thme will reveal its real impact. The trade and them-

AHASH PRAKASH

aluation, Internal projec-
vons showing it will lose over $100 billlon over the
next five years. Every single large language model
(LLMcompany ks rlsing billions in rew capiial, and
Oracle has seen a $240 billion single-day
aiirge in market capltalization based ona
#3500 billion five-year Cloud deal signed
with OpenAl iwhich has estimated cur-
vent revenues of $12 billlon and no visibil-
ity on free cash Nows), Oracle's pop in
market coplinlisatlon needs the markeis
o stay buoyvant so that Openl can ralse
e cash required o fund the contract,
Clreular logicat s best!

Today, the Magnificent Seven (Mag-
7hholds a 32 per cent welght In the S48
00, In January 2023 just afver
ChatGPT was lnunched, this numbser
was only 18 per cent. Nvidia, with an 8 per ceni
welght in the S&P 500, now has the largest single-
stock welght in the history of the index. 1is current
market caplialisation Is equivalent to 15 per cent of
US gross domestie product!

The S&P TMT (tech/media/telecom) welght at
A5 per cent, I8 exactly the snme as it was in the tech
bubkde of 2000, The difference of course Is that this
I5 all AL nowe, with telecorn and media almost non-
exlstent, If we look at the top 10 companies in the
S&P 500 (basleally the Mag-7. Broadeom, Berkshire

capltal e for a8 per cent of US
grogs domestic pm‘!uu Today, hypersealers’ capex
|5 already at 1.2 per cont of LIS gross domestic product
(GDP), with the current projection belng that this
number will cross 1.4 percent by 2028, a full 75 per
cent higher than the telecom capex peak durlng the
dot-combubble’, { source: Apollo Global Chartbook),

Whileallthese numbers can keep rlsing. we seem
tobe inuncharted werrltory as far s the messures of
concentration for market capdtal lsatbon, revurms, and
capex go — all driven by Al and the belief tha it will
change ourworld,

T hype and hysterda will have wo come back to
earth at some stage. Al may be truly revolutlonary
technelogy, but can stll be o bad investment from
these elevated levels, When the hype cyele deflates,
the Mag-7, China/Korea/ Talwan and numerous other
iraddes will urwind, Indla has not particlpated in the
Altrade and isseen as an Al loser, We may need towalt
For the Al bype cyebe totuen for India tostar attracting
forelgn capital agaln. In the meantime, we should
focus on kickstarting our domestle economy and
Implement a growth agenda, India may never fully
partheipate in the Al hype cycle, bur we can position
ourselves to benefit from s Inevitable disenchant-
ment and the cycle of disillusbonment.

Thve author Is with Amansa Capltal
1. All data from Apollo Global Charthook

Trump tariffs and India’s options

American shoppers may soon feel the pinch of
Donald Trump's tarl{fs, High warlifs on consumer
goods imported [ntothe United States (U5 will lead
o Inflation, Over time, this will affect most US
clilzens, and economic growth may stagnate |f
demand declines. Also.asthe prlces of Intermedlate
goods Increase, the cost of domestic manufacturing
— and ultimately the prices of domestically pro-
duced goods — will rise.

Even so. domestic producers In the US are con-
went to give Donald Trump political
millenge, as this ks largely o consumers’
problem. They may benefir from
reduced competitlon,

Although higher prices of lmpored
Insermediates may incentivise domestlc
Itlsunclear how long thiswill

will serve as the core of that state. To rule out a Palesti that eccupies even
a fraction of those lands — both of which are “west of the Jordan river” — clearly

1! hose foundational | The lsraell Knesset also passed a resol-
ution last year against a two-state solution, saylngthat any Palestinian state would
pose i 4 tothe Stateof its citizens, perpet hecon-
flict, and destabilise the region”,

Itis unchear what actwal shifts on the ground, particulasly inthe prosecution of
Tel Aviv's brutal war agninst Gaea, such recognition would deliver, But the Israeli
leadership would bewise to unde d that thislsnet ar {support for
Islamism or Hamas; it is a reminder that Israel's leaders hive a duty to return vo the
positions that they eccupled in the past, on which their country 'scurrent accepta-
bility im the comity of nations is based, They retain, of course, the support of the
United States (US), But as any ally of the US now knows, such support cannot be
counted upon, India recognised Palestine decades ago, but has o close strategic
partnershipwith Israel, Tel Aviv mustunderstand the latter grew out of the former,
not independently of it — and this is the case for most of the workd.

How Mujib lost the plots

take. During the Second World ‘War,
Olivetsd reconfigured itstypewriter plants
o produce machine guns for the Itallan
army in just three months, But that was

under wartlme patrlotic fervour and  KIRIT S PARIKH

Mussolind's dictates, Can Mr Trump
inspdre thesame response among US manufacturers?
“The acditional 25 per cent tarkfl on all our exports
o the LS due to eur ingport of Russian crude of | puts
@ huge burden an Indla, We lmpor around 00 mil-
lonbarrels of oll per year from Russia. fwe stop dolng
this and other countries don't step in to absorts Rus-
aban odl, the dernand forother of |suppliers inthe inter-
mational ol markets will increase, and prices of crude
odl will shoot up since India ks the third-largest oll
importer, Shiftingimpors from Russlatothe interma-
vional market will increase demand In the global
market by 4 1o § percent. Say it goes up by $2o/barvel.

Jamaat-e-Lslami and bts auxili-
arles, and enabled several
repatriated officers from Pak-
istan, who had been given

Indla's toial 1 1o million
barrels per year. Our annual oll impert bill will goup
by 34 bllllon peryear, C llrn.ul|!‘,I|]L‘|\II|:|.‘.k!V.lI1[.I¢.D
of B crude bs sa/harrel, 1f thie addl-
tlonal burden on Indis usuh! e $1.2 hillion, Apart
fromnot glving intea bully, there isthus an economic
argument Jl\.l’h.'&lsllljlgf-lr'l'mllln'sl arme stingover
impaorting Russlan oll,
How will the LS benefit from this? Is net exports
of petroleum products in 2023 were 164 milllon bar-
rels per day, or around e0o million bar-
rels per year, With a $20/barrel Incrense
In price. it would galn an sdditional 12
bilklon in annual revenues, From the LS
perspective, Mr Trumps weffs may
therefore make seme sense.

Policy cholces
India xhnnlnl mku xmpa 10 protect i
EXPOLE,

tunately, subsidies once glven are often difficult to
withelraw, So, itshould be inthe form that ls seli-lkgui-
dating. One optlon lstolink the subsldy amoeunt o the
additional e Imposed on ndia for the produce,
compared with other major exporters to the US,

A similar subsidy could be provided for shelmp
exports 1o protect farmers and fishermen, Such sub-
sidies could be financed using the savings from
Importing oll from Russla rather than the interna-
||nlu| n:u.rlu.\l Anthesame time, lmport tariifsshould

lowered for large-scale manufacturing
sector, Tarlffs and inport restrictlons were nitlally
Introduced to protect infant industries. However, as
polnted out, once introduced, they were difficult to
remove, As a result, we found ourselves with many
senile infants!

The cost of loglstics for industries has been
reduced but much still needs to be done, While the
government s collecting more taxes, It almost

b ! 1 i

i

of Basmatl ls .m\unnl tsw’k@.. while the
Landed price [n the US is abour $100/kg,
With a 5o percent tarfl. the landed price
wonld riseto around 2150/kg, In comparkson. Basmatl
from Pakistan, facing only a 19 per cent tarlif, would
cost about $120/kg, The Lnrmm retall price at Wal-
meart in the US |5 around £400/kg.

Acsubsldy of around m;ke.m Indlan

them, | had got a goods and services tax  (GET)
number when my consulting Income exceeded €20
lakh, However, | kept recelvingreminders about filing
GST retumns, Feeling harassed, 1 decided 1o foregn
consulting asslgnments in excess of tao lakh ayear,
and gave upmy GET number.

A report hy'le.m!l.l..l»c chln.n.hpxlnlx uuulm a

would make our Basmatl competitlve against Pakis-

an In the US market. We are exporting around 235

m|l|mn kgol roe, A subskdy of £ 20 ‘sih.‘rlq.wlllmsﬂ
nibllos. T

Mmun Inva varlety of ways, such as cash transfer on

actual export shipment. rolling over debt, and ax

rebate agalnst earnlng from exports othe LS, Unio-

MULIB'
BLUNDERS

ouster or killing could never
arlse, Nor did he believe that
he needed to enhance his
security arrangements, His

with L?ismm]unnw:luxk_\ with B3 uwwlm, prlum
sentences, No wonder, many industrialists prefer to
Inwvest abrosd rather than In ndia. We should take
Trumnp Tarlifs as an oppormunity 1o chean up ou act,

‘The author is chalrman, Integrated Research and
Acthon for Development ([RADe)

on August 5, 2005, MrGlosh has done
well to highlighe the Important role that
Tajuddin Ahmed, bureaucrat Nurul
Kader and Major-General Khaled Mus-

HIRANMAY KARLEKAR

As Pinak Ranjan Chakravary, a former
High Commissloner of Indla to Bangla-
desh, podnts our in his foreword
Manash Ghosh's Mufils Blunders: The
Powerand the Plor Beling His Kiling.
“eovers the troubled years after the
freedom struggle, populaely known as
the Liberatlon War, agalnst the genocl-
Obwlously, the
Focus of any such book has 1o be Shelkh
Mujibur Rahman — commonly referred
to ns Shelkh Mujib — an (nsplrational
leader who spearheaded Bangladesh's
EMErgence as a nation, but became a

victim of his ewn hubris,
M Glosh, who describes the prox-

and Razakars; it IMIL\II]L‘ ml.e.mmf

Important positions in Bang-

30,000 supponers wl became
litkeally active, Another blunder was

it leading to Mulib's
assassination along with all members of
hils Immediste family —sans daughters
Haslna and Relana who were abroad —
and some members of his extended
family. by a group of army officers, also
shows that Mujib had by then lost quite a
it of his popularity and had become
increasingly lsolated within the Awam|
League, He also shows how Mujib him-
self was responsible forthis. He falled to
act to foll Khondaker Mostag Ahmad's
lnunching of consplracies to oust him,
desplte belng aware of them, Anether
wis his marginalisation of Tajuddin
Ahrned, whom he made vo reskgn his
prime ministerlal office,

Mujib's grant of amnesty on Novem-
ber 30, 1074 to all who were under trlal or
Tuncl beer comvicted, of war erlmes and
collaboration with the Pakistanis gavea
Tnugge boost to the Jamaat-e-Lslami and ks
auxlliarles such asthe al-Badr, al-Shams

the integration into the country's civillan
adminlstration and Nedgling milivary, of
abowt §o0,000 civillan and milivary per-
sonnel repatriated from West Pakistan s
the end of the war, without sereening
thaerm for thebr robe durlng the Liberation
War. Many of them, loyal to Pakistan,
began sabotaging the government's pol-
leles and Ly the ones

ladesh, oppor [0
conferwith thelr counterparts
from Paklstan about ways to
ensure Mujib's ouszer.

Mulib was aware of the con-
aplracies belng hatched

1
1o deal with the floods and famine condi-
tons devastating large parts of Bangla-
desh in 1974,

Melther Mujlbs visit to Pakistan to
artend the second summitof the Organ-
Isatbon of Islam e Cooperation n Lahore
From February 22 to 24, 1974, nor 2ul-
figgar All Bl three-day visit 1o
Divaka from June 27 that year, ylelded
any significant result. The very fact that
these were undertaken. however, gave a
massive boost to the morale of pro-Pak-
|sran elements gathered round the

kellbers. therefore, had ble
trouble In executing thelr
murderous mission,

‘The assass nathon marked
the end of one of the talless
lenchers of histhme, wars not-
withssanding. It did net mark

harraf played durlng the Liberation War
and therealter in Bangladesh, and the
outstanding contribution by Sublmal
Drutt, India's first high-commissloner 1o
Bangladesh, in placing the ties berween
the twocountries on a firm feoting.
Thiese detalls are not generally known,
Also, e has broughe to his narrative his
deep personal knowledge of Bangl -
desh's post-Liberation politics and

agalnst himbut acted nelther  myjib's Blunders: The  the end of MrGhosh's nar-
agalnst those involved nor Power and the Plot rative, which shifted tothe
agalnst Maulana Bhasand, Behind His Killing events that followed: The
whespearheaded s viclous Ly Manash Chash COLps.

Inst him and Pubbshed by lellling of | I‘mJu-J-llmnd\hm
Indin. He also ignoved warn-  Nivag Books other important Awani
Ingsby Indlan officialsand by 476 pages 195 League leaders — Syed Nazrul

Fidel Castro, who sald durlng

thelr conversatlon at the

fowrth surmmbt of the non-allgne d move-
ment inAlglers in September 1973, that
his enemies would get him If he was not
tough with them. As Mr Ghosh suggests,
Muflb's compasslonate nature and belief
Inthe goodness of people. stood in the
way ol ruthless action, as did his belled
that his popularity would never wane in
Bangladesh and the question of his

Islarn, AHM Quammizzaman,

and Captain (Retd) Mansur
Al — in Daka Central Jadl on November
3, 1975 the murder of Ziaur Rahman, who
had made himself Bangladesh's Prest-
dent and sought to consolidate his power
through mass executions: and the many
vickssltudes that Bangladesh experi-

A from hils face-to-fuce
Interaction with most of the lmportant
drameatis personae, The result s a book
that engrosses and Informs, There are,
however, . couple of avoldable slips, For
example. the parliamentary election that
Inddira Gandhl lost was held In March
1977, and not 1976, as he states |pages 408
and 443), A blgger lacuna lsthe absence
of an index, Indispensable In the case of
abook lke this,

enced, culminating in the consplracy,
masterminded by forelgn powers, that
led o S he ks Hasina's ouster from power

Th isasenlor| and
nuthorof Bangladeh: The Next

Afghanistan (Sage, 2005}
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RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

DISCOUNTING CASTE

UP government order against ‘caste-based signs' at rallies
collapses voices of marginalised and privileged. It needs to go
HROUGH MUCH OF the freedom struggle and in the decades since
Independence, India's politics and demacracy have contended with caste —
as an axis of historical and ongeing discrimination, an arena for alﬁlmﬂlm:
amun and one u[lhc wlmary modes of political and social

UN-American

The US is withdrawing from multilateralism, China is
stepping in. For India, there are risks and opportunities

WornDLy WISE
ACTING IS BEHAVING TRUTHFULLY UNDER

IMAGINARY CIRCUM

AMNC

— SANPORD MEISNER

BY C RAJA MmmN

AS THEUNITED NATIOMS General Assembly
corvenes for its 80th session this week, there
|s a sanlsmg sense that US Pl't‘sll‘lt‘l'll Donald
ondiec I \uuuus
prt'mlt': multilateralforum, The UN
his first-term onslaught (201721}, widely
h

While navi g these ce igoing task, the Uttar Pracesh governiment's
decision to pmtu'blt *public display of caste-based signs” during political rallies, citing that
it might promote condlict, turns the clock back and undermines the gains made through
anevolving politics. The government’s directive issued to state officials is weloome inso-
far as it asks the police not to lwt'al the caste of an accused — this is inherently discrimi-
natory and could i ti Howirver, not malluwca!cmarlacu
across public spaces, including vehicle llies, pre soci-
ety Thedirective appears blind to the ground realities, especially the various ways in which
caste ope rates today, Asse tion of :astr:byq;pcl caste individuals or groups might, inten-
ly o otherwise, intimic, | castes. For the latter, incontrast, public dis-
plays a( identity — especially in political contexts — are a way to counter historical injus-
tices. The UP government’s decision blurs this line and undermines the long struggle for
wvisihility and equality. It also fliesin the face of the Centre's decish nerate caste in
the upcoming Census for the “holistic interests and values of the nation and society™.
The UPgosvernment's directive follewed the Allahabad High Court's September 1Gorder,
whichasked thrHr.mc Dcpammnt and the DGPo Fﬁmrand mplement standard operat-
ingp casteinany police Pt for the cases

filed uinder the Schedubed Castes and Schechled Tribes (Prevention of Mmcities] Act, 1989,

asan ionin US policy. This
t:lm:.Trump is more powerful, less con-
strained, and moving decishely to reduce the
UN's salience in the global order.

In his speech today, Trumpis expected to
pat himself on the back as a peacemaker,
boasting of "ending seven wars” in the first
eight months of his second term. For Indian
aucliences wearyof that refrain, itisworth me-
calling that he is speaking in part, tohis pop-
ulist base, One of the central themes of the
America First movement has been opposi-
tiom to “endless wars” and denunciation of
liberals and Democrats as the “war party”
squandcnng American bluud and treasure.
" in
hlsJam.larylnaugural But these boasts about
peace cannot conceal the movement's hos-
tiliey to the LIN In Trump's telling, he is dioing
a better job than the UN Security Council
[UNSC), the bady charged with maintaining
ional peace and security.

Criticising the practice of putting up caste id oncars, homes and the so-
cial i that "ot icise caste aggression I rural i
| honour codes”, the court observed: “The socio ical cultural, and e- from
ionsof such behaviour 1 ionofcastei puIJIIL ! 0
-~ " JPE— " N 2
rnudcm msttunl)l 'I1v:'HE order echoes the nsrncr uFSC'STI:I"dl].i\n which considers
in lation “withi of the 5Cor 5Tcom-
munities |nmyp|ar.r w:thmpﬂa]u: view, anoffience, ncontrast, the government directive is
ablunti ities of caste discri and assertion.
The directive, inst the spiritof th icles 14-16]

of expression and speech, and assc:mbly:n .'lrhl:ln 19 | ¥a) and (b]. Historical injusticeand
lack Drmmsrntanm are recognised by the Constitution, just as free speech is protected
Ty it. he palitical spectrum. From the Brahmin
Mahapanchayat in Ragasthan to the BIPs allies in LIP — NISHAD party, Subeldey Bhartiva
Samaj Party or Apna Dal — caste-based mobilisations are not uncommon. The path tothe
“annihilation of caste”, as BR Ambedkar saw it, was not by ignoring its realities. In fact, he
suggested the opposite: Recognition of caste discrimination and targeted affirmative ac-
tion, The UP government should limit the directive’s ambit = it should goby the HC order.

REIMAGINE SWADESHI

Amanufacturing ecosystemn, operated by Indian or foreign
players, is what India needs to weather global uncertainty

YUNDMI MOTORS HAS raised the proposed imvestment in its upcoming
plant at Talegaon in Maharashtra from Rs 7000 crore toRs 11000 crore, The
South Korean auto major's move follows the recent cut in the GST rate on

small cars from 28 per cent to 18 percent. Whether it is Hyundai or Toyota
Kifloskar < wehich is setting up a Rs 20,000 crome gn:i‘nl'lc]rl minuhnu:rlng ral:lllty in
! ‘s Chhatrapati Sar ji district — the uncleryi be
o I('mag' India's domestic market as well as export potential. The ability to cater o both
thing that many foreign fi implicith Maruti Suzuki

ot Dnly sold over 19 lakh vehicles in India, but also exported 3.3 lakh units From the coun-
try during 2024-25 The Japanese carmaker has commenced the production of e-Vitara, its
firstelectric vehicle, 111|:hulk01 these, hum its Hans alpur (Gujarat) hmlll‘)' will be exported.

Trump's approach to the UN signals a
deeper shlh:n LIS foreign policy - a retreat
toward
His maiden UM speech in 2017 laid out the
ternplate. In a definitive repudiation of glob-
alism, he framed national sovereignty asthe

“fundamental principle” of international re-
latbons. Intermational cooperation, he said,
wias acceptable buk never at the cost of na-
tional decision-making or prosperity. In
Trump's worktview, there is no room for the
“supra-nationalism” that enthralled liberals
after the Cold War,

Trump's em phasis on soversignty and his
critique of intrusive liberal internationalism
resonated with many developing countries,
inchuding kndia. But his 2017 spoech also her-
alded a string of withdrawals and funding
threats. In his first term, helef the Paris Qimate
Agreement, UNESCO, the Human Rights
Council and the Iran nsclear deal. He threat-
ened cuts to LN agencies and questioned the
value of peacekeeping. The Biden administra-
tion reversed thisapproach. Inthe second tenm,
Trump has doubled duwn — turning disnip-
tion irts comganehersive poli

The big difference now is an |dcu|og|cal

The real question is whether
the US or China will dominate
the UN, but whether middle
powers like India can help
craft amultilateralisin fit for
an age of rivalry and rapicd
change. For India, the
turbubence brings both risk
and opportunity. The old
tropesof its multilateralism —
Security Council expansion or
demands on the North across
awide range of issues — have
Liethe chance of advancing in
the current circumstances.
Delhi must instead focus on a
few issues of high priority,
suich as glu al gu\'unmnwnd'
AL and build like-minded
coalitions that cut across the
North-South divide.

playbook: The Hertage Foundation's Project
2025, The conservative manifiesto brims with
soepticism of internationalism, It calls for slash-
g LIS contributions to agencies seen as un-
denmining sovereignty or promuoting “radical
social policies” such as gender equality and
LGETO rights It goes further thancutting funds,
secking to transform multilateral bodies into
instruments of American policy and even float-
img the possibility of keaving the UNifit fails to
alignw'l.hadmilu'maliun Dbjcctiws UNpali-

development ar
dlman: mlnganun areano-go for Trump.
Since January 2025, this agrnda has been
executed at ol
has again withdrawn lwm lhr WHO, UN-
ESCO and the Human Rights Council,
Funding to the UN Relief and Works Agency
for Palestine Refugees has ceased. US sup-
port for the Paris Agreement and the new
Climate Loss and Damage Fund has been
halted. There has beenan I cut

turns BO, it faces deep strectural and palitical
olstacles. Key agencies are in a financial eri-
sis, voluntary contributions have plum-
meted, and calls for reform — especially
UNSE expansion — remain blacked.

The real question is not smply whether
the US or China will dominate the UN, but
whether middle powers like India can help
craft amultilaterabism fit for an age of rivalry
and rapid change. For India, the turbulence
brings bath risk and opportunity. The old
trapes of its multilateralism — Security
Council expansion or demands on the North
across a wide range of issues — have little
chance of advancing in the current circum-
stances. Delhi must instead foous on a few is-
sues of high priority, such as global gover-
nanceof AL and build like-minded coalitions
that cut across the North-South divide.

Above all, Delhi should put its money
whm.'l.umum:sby raising its mam finan-

of more than 80 per centin US contributions
to UN operations, including peacckeeping
and global health,

Asthe American retreat creates.a vacuum,
China is poised to fill it Bedjing brings its own
grtal power ambition to the UM, ]: cam-

cial wons ko the UN's regular budget,
wihich now stands at about 338 million — less
than one per cent. In contrast, China con-
tributes about $580 million {roughly 20 per
cent], and the US leads with $820 million
[@bout 22 per cent). Both powers also make
laly: w]umry crmtrlbul:uns to LIM activi-

ically to place i

ies. India, ton,

mﬂucnual posts, not only in visible leader-
ship but also in technical and administrative
robes shaping standards, auditing and mem-
bership decisions. It sponsors development
imitiatives aligned with the Belt and Road and
promotes “ghobal development,” “ghobal se-
curity," “glohal civilisation” and *global gov-
ermance” = concepts designed to buttress
hi ' T

ir
Beijing still has some distance to o before
supplanting US dominance of the UN and
other mulnlan:ml mstllulms yetits activism

must raise its voluntary contributions to
agencies whose work intersects with its na-
thonal interests, As it pays mone to the LN to
match its position as the warld's fourth-
largest econormy, India should also pursue a
broader agenda for reform of the LIN system
as a whole, not just UNSC expansion,
Reducing bureaucratic flab, cutting through
multipleinefficiencies and narrowing the or-
ganisation's focus coubd make the LINa more
effective instrument for the ghohal majority.

Trump's second-term assault on the UN

hasal itar tor—
an outcome eased by US disengagement.
This new dynamic plays out against a
broader fatigue with multilateralism, Around
the turn of the millennium, the UN seemed
at a high-water mark with the launch of the
WTO and the Millennium Development
Goals, Since then, popu]ls ationalism,

ights the fragility of the post-1945 mul-
tilateral order. China is yet to convince the
weorld that a future multilateralism led by it
would be a better alternative. India, which
has lone defined itself. pion of the
Gluba] South”, cannot simply lament this
erosion, If Delhi wishes to shape the rules of
a turbulent world, it must shoulder greater

China's rise
eroded consensus. The UNSC is gridlocked
by the US-China and US-Russia rivalries;
even Iwmanllarlamssun are pna]y:l:d hl,'

Tru
decline but hasacl:elr:ralcd it. As the UN

e ies in crafting a ne
alism for an age when neither Washington
no Beijing commands universal legitimacy.

The writer is contributing editor on inter-
ol affoirs for The Indian Express

TARIQ MANSOOR

THE REFORM CHALLENGE

Difficulty of wagfreform must be seen in broader context of Muslim personal law

The busi afl espe-
clally when tariff and non-tariff barrie s are ing. India” i fersa
fallback firms activel i That Rexibility should improve with bet-
terinfrastructure | the Samruddhi Mat scting Murmibiai

miakes it possible for Toyota to produce and export from Sambhajinagar) and the GBT -
tionalisation exercise, Prime Minister Narendra Modi's interpretation of Swadeshi —
matter from which country the company comes from or even if the product has a foreign
name, it should be manu[anuwd inlndia— srnds ithe right signal.

What India toclay nits like those of Maruti Suzubd,
Hyurielai and, more recently, Apple and Samsung which have belped tuen the country inte
a glubal—srall: assembler and even exporter Drsmartplmws_ The level of :Iumcmc value

i

EARLIER THIS MONTH lhl: Supreme Court
(SCHpit la rcler on the pleas
tostay provisonsof theWaghAmendment Act,
2025 [WagF Act ). The crux of the order lies in
the Court's navigation of the thin line between
the strong presumption of legality of the law
passed by Parliament and the need to put cer-
tain safeguards in place through males to be
Frarmed by the state govemments. While there
has been much commentary on the legality of
the WagfAct, ittle attention hasheen drmwn o
the velatile history of reforming Muslim per-
inlndia, and

th mlulb!llllwuﬂl‘mll.uwun thebig,

created. But the point abot i rhaxhaun lemor
onother prospective investors, both domestic and foreign, as they start srxmg concrete
cases of Make in India “for Ildumrdlonhcmld That'swhy

o ies in the present wagf reforms.
Asitver lining has been that noone, per se,

tuestioned the need for reforms in the wagls.

Rather, the contentions are rooted in the na-

with stable policies and sct one-timeince o chear sunset clauses
toattract large-scale imvestment across key sectors where India has potential comparative

grabbed.

thesecan pi g

T'HE SHAPESHIFTER

Dadasaheb Phalke Award to Mohanlal recognises a career
marked by both great artistry and popular acclaim

HE FIRST ROLE for which Mohandal was recognised at the National Awards
wias, arguably, also one that would mark him as a future recipient of the
Dadasaheh Phalke .i\waltl The 1989 film Kireedam, inwhich Mohanlal played,

with heart-rendi a isdeste [ act

tune and of the changes. Even the re-
fowmns” most vociferous critics acoept that thene
is a need tocorrect the flaws inwagf adminis-
tration and management. In fact, the wagf, as
aunit of Muslim personal law, has seen the

— through acts and amendments in 1954,

1950, 1964, 1969, 1984, 1995 and 2013, Even

tht' Sachar Committee Report { 2006) high-
iencies inwag

The involvement of the state
inwagl administration
should, in itself, not bea
reason anxicry. In several
Muslim nations — such as
Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Kuwait,
Oman, Bangladesh and
Turkey — wagf properties are
generally regulated by the
institutions set up by the
povernment. The state and
administrative authoritics

suggested reforms, including better financial
practices, overhaul of dispute settlement
miechanisms and increased representation.
Historically, reforming Muslim personal
lawvs has been challenging. The reason is that

neeed o ensure that reforms
are brought into effect i
way that allays the anxieti

the personal laws alcadlsunctlmm: af the

many | lincls of theft, the lskamic punishement

Indian system where ocial, begal
cultural and heritage practices negotiate with
each other. This often involves compromise
between binaries such as “tradition vs moder-
nity"," su'lpturt'suslt‘gulanun and* :u.uums
\ﬁlaws S

s cutting off hands. But colinkries
apply such a punishment. Does that mean all
these Muslim countries have abandoned the
Curan? Moy they have used iitihad to evolve bet-
termeans of deterrence and punishment.
fachropof the vexed sock-cul-

reformm e
moving y:ndt'r dls:mnlnalurylaws. such as
women's right to maintenance and the abali-
tiomn of triphe talag, Hence, the controversies
surrounding the reform of wagfs represent a
continuity and not a break from the past, In
fact.on the emotive index, the issue of waglis
perhaps even more scnsltlw than past issues

tural history of Muslim personal law reforms
that thie SC sheould examine the constitutional
challenge, The invohement of the stateinwagf
administration should, in isell, not be a rea-
son for anxiety. In several Muslim nations —
stuch as Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Kuwait, Oman,
Bangladeshand Turoy —wagf properties are

e v the setup by

af Muslim s the e
tire cummunnymthnlhm asub-group,
Muoreover, state-driven legal initiatives to
reform personal kaws have been rather rare,
Wherever such initiatives have bome firuit, the
demand emerged from within the commu-

The state and
mlthunncs need to ensure that n:lulmsarr
that.

u'lln of ordinary Muskims.
The proposed reforms also contemplate
apening the doors fior participation to under-

nity. In fact, litigation i in| the e

courtson ndtriple  and P clas, The wagf reforms will bc
tala illustrates that the functioning of thein-— keenly watched to see whether they fosteran
i mechanisms within -~ intey iobog i

the Muslim community has fallen shoet.
ke reason Indian Muslims have resisted
reformsis that reformatory: aspr:ctsd Mhslim
Law hiaw insocio-cul-
lura] pramtnThL'surngth u}'.lslumjmm

of ordinary Muslims.

has jtihad —
evolution and reasoning. As an example, for

and if they can reshape the political interac-
ticn of these Muslim groups with the B

Thewriterisa farmer vice-chancellor,
Aligarh Muslin Universiey, and
nominated Memberof the Uttar Prodesh
Legistative Councl

of unintended viokence, wis a cancer-defining progect for im. It was an extraordinary in-
stance of an actor completely disappearing into a character — it would be counted as just
ane mare robe in which Mohanlal displayed an uncanny abdlity to shapeshift.

Anactor's trajectory is often defined by the tension between two attributes — popular-
ity and artistry — often seen as imversely proportional to each other. If an actor is popular,
shiefhue miust not be very talemted. To see this as the shibboleth that it is, all one needs o do
is gu lhruu,gh Mohanlal's l'm-dttarlt*—lung l'ilmugraphy Starting i |n lhr 19805, just as film-

Anthikad, Pad, ike Lohithadas
\ernisi inema, the actor has abody ofwork marked
ical acclaim. Aninstinctive, naturally gifted actor small shifts

an mic il he has ever vast range of human
experience, from the drug-addicted doctor of Amrutham Gamapa ( 1987), to the hearthro-
ken Kathakali artist of Vanaprastham [ 1999), from the dlsl:mh:lnlcﬂ actor-turned-politi-

(# INDIAN EXPRESS [

clanof inuvar| 1997) tothe Layabout looki ashorteut I ik 19871
Thereareafew duds, |miablrluranmrwﬂ|wnmﬂrlm WLcwnasMuhanlal‘s
popularity | i inema, his sul arm-
fowir decadies have made him richly deserving of Indian cinema's highest honour.
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BLAST IN CAPITAL

THREE PERSONS WERE killed and one in-
Jjured when a transistor bomb exploded ina
narrov lane in New Delhi, near the Old Delhi
Railway Station. According to explosive ox-
perts, the bombs, encased in transistor shells,
weere similar to the ones that mocked the cap-
ital and neighbouring states in the second
weekof May, killing about 90 people and in-
Juring over 100 others.

No BJP-AkaL Tig-up
BJP PRESIDENT ATAL Bihari Viaipayee denied
reports that his party had decided to support

epaperindlanexpressicom BN BB

the Akali Dal (L) in the Punjab pulls He said
imastaternent, The pews iterm is totally base-
Iess, Dam convinced the report has been con-
cocted with the intention of harming the in-

BJPin the forthe tions"

ANTI-HINDI STIR

OVER 3,000 DRAVIDA Kazhagam | DK vol-
unteers were taken into custody at various
places in Tamil Madu when they took out
processions to railway stations with the in-
vention of erasing the Hindi lettering on
signboards there. Those arrested include DE
general secretary K Veeramani. More than
200 DK valunteers were arvested in oty

for violating prohibitory orders in force,

FRANCE ADMITS ATTACK
THEIFR.EI‘{H PREMIER. Lau!mt Falxus ad-
Franc for sink=
ing the anti-nuclear protest ship, Rainbow
Warrior, in New Zealand and that French
agents were ordered to carry out the act,
Fabius, in a statement to the press at his of-
fice, said Bernard Tricot, ied out the
government's initial imvestigation of the in-
cicent, was lied to, and confirmed numerous
reports that the bombing was done by the
General Directorate for External Security
[MGSE), France's main espionage agency.

| B | [ il
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KavusHik Das Gupra

| USE.DTObc among those whubclicw:d
arrimnymhulam'ﬂ relations. | saluted th

power of sport to create goodw il and be-
come a bridge between nations at odds
when athletes of the two Koreas walked
hand in hand at the 2008 Winter Olymples,
The tennis partnership between Rohan
Hopanna and Alsam-ul-Hag Querishi, the
“Incho-Pakk Express” of teninls, wis an exam-

e of ;g boundaries. Th

that Meeray Chiopra and Arshad Nadeern have
foreachother is a testament to comradeship
nathletics. | am still not on the same page
as George Orwell onthe “Sporting Spirit” and
cannet bring myself to argue that “sport is
an unfailing cause of ill will”, But after last
week's handshake episode in the India-
Pakistan Asta Cup mateh, ae the shadow it
cast on their Super Four-level contest in the
wournament on Sunday, | have become a
naysayer on cricketing ties between the two
nations. Why play sport, if the players can-
ot beits best servants?

O course, the troubled politics between
e two nations has almaost abways cast its
shadew on cricket, Historian Ramachandra
Guha has written of the Bengaluru crowd
ooy Javed Miandad in his Last match dur-
ing India's famous win in the 1996 World
Cup cuarter finals. Yet the abiding memores
af that match were not spectator behaviour,
bauit Ajay |adeja taking down Wagar Younis,
Wnkabcﬁh l'maad mlllng nmrSuhallml
urdcr after a rollicking start bySuImlI .mzl
Savec Armwar,

Miandad's last-ball six in Sharjah, Sunil
Gava;l:aHs I:ark-m-tlw wall hat:lc in vain,
Test
nmt:h suhln Tendulkar's upper cut of

Shoall: Akh tar at Ccnnlnun in 2003, 5
ebsali-il-H

SO00R
o rive India victary in the mauguml T20
up, Anil Kumble's 10 wickets in Delhi,
Shaheen Shah Afridi bambooeling the Indian
batting line-up with his raw pace at the T20
Wl Cupin 2021 and Virat Kohli's refusal to
give up when 28 runs were requined inelght
balls at Melbourmne in 2022, were great ad-
vertisements for the game. While jingotsm
aften led to bad blood among viewers, play-
ers of both sides showed healthy respect for
each other. In recent yt'ars. the im.u[c of
Babar Azam e o with i

Why play at all

Asia Cup matches between India and Pakistan have been reduced to revanchism, not rivalry.
Why play cricket, if on the field, it's just not cricket

it. *1 feel a few things, few things in life are
ahead of sportsmen’s spirit also.”

Surya Kurmar Yaday has, at most times,
ghven the impression of being mild-man-
nered, both on ancl off the fiekd, He has said
that his team keeps itself insulated from the
social-media nolse. But cricket s not played
i avacuuim, It pever was, Today, plavers are
expected to become soldiers with guns on
the field. That zeitgeist may still not be anti-
thetical to the game as long as it has abearing
o how players bat, bowl and feeld, as long as
it pushes them out of their comfort zones —
perhaps enriching the sport in the process,
Wachiv hias sald that his tearmmates were out
o make a statement an the field, The indian
captain's tribaste to the soldiers and victims

IDEAS PAGE

haps there are times when
ing fundamentals must

o the ghastly berror attack in Pahal after
last week's match, sqemcdbuhemlutvem

wdol, Kehli, after a hard-fought game kept
alive the hope that sport could paper over
gropalitical fault lines,
Theeffect of last weeld's match was sober-
g o many lke me whao believe n that great
aihom: Whoever dominates the field of play,
the game is always the winner. The match
will not be remembered for Abhishek
Sharrma dancing dewn the piteh first ball to
belt Afridi down the ground, or Kuldeep
Yadav's beg breaks and googlies, or asprit

Bt the

e audc wils mqust

W cannot say
\slmt l]w BOCTwants by

about Indian crick

o their sleeves, Greeting an spponent after
a match speaks for semething inherent to
the athlete's credo — respect for the competi-
tor.Sport beaches grace inviciory and accept-
ance in defeat. |t encourages opponents to
appreciate each other's work, IF Yaday and
his men were magnificent in showing the
Pakistan team its place on the field of play at
the group level, they were clinical with their
dcmulutlunjubat the Super Four stage, But

Burmral's yorkers. As the Indian captal

the " lise this — in

g on continuing to play
Pakistan in multi-team
tournaments, We do not know
its motives, Butif the players’
Dehavienr in the two matches
is anything to go by, its
apprarent that the workls
vichest board doesn't care it the
e itselfis bt inthe hame

R Sasikumar

baamiliaH e el \ n
after

they have been revanchist towvards the game
itself, And the Pakistani team hasn't done
well, either — their demand to sack match
referee Andy Pycroft was churlish and
showed them as bad losers.

Perhaps there are mes — as the Indian
captain said Last week — when sporting fun-
darnentals must take a hack seat, W cannot
say what the BCCwants by insksting on con-
tinuing to play Paldstan in malti-team tour-
narments. W do ot knowits motives. But it
the players” behaviour inthe two matches is
anything to go by, it's apparent that the
woekd's richest board doesi't care if the game
selfis hurt inthe ham-handed pursuitod its
interests, In the Im mat{l\ Fakl;mnl pace

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Promoting a mirage of a Palestinian state without taking meaningful action to
Balt the annibilation would be eruel, cowardly and self-serving,

= THE GUARDIAN

The GST we
warned against

What the B]P now hails, Congress foresaw. A
decade later, the government backtracks on
missteps Congress opposed in Parliament

MANI SHANKAR AIYAR

that might lose revenues. Further, in our
view, the compensation should be de-
posited in a GST Compensation Fund, un-
der the administrative control of the GST
Council, as proposed by the Standing
Committee on Finance,
“Third, the singhe mostcrucial word inthe
BIIII: “supply links", which s used in clause
(! 18 without & ledined, We
hwc. therefore, sought to amend clause 9

1" CHIDAMBARAM, IN his weekly column
i Thhe Sunaday Express (September 14), has
chted excerpts from his speech in the Rajya
Sabha in July 2016 on the Goods and
Services Tax Bill to demonstrate that the re-
cent decisions of the GST Council, being
hailec by the Prine Minister and his sup-
porters as thel achieverments, are anly cor-
rections of errors in the original Bill that
tunsm; as Opposition had pom:cdoum
b Tewas referred for

sideration to a Select Committee u[ the
Rajya Sabha. The three Congr

through to Article 269 (A) o
clarify that goods moving frem one unit to
anotherunit of a firm in different states un-
der thr same uvmcrshlp_ or whcn twut

Indﬁ:mntum;hr:lvemmmmumdﬂw
ioim
the term" auppu links". This wuultl dsuap-
ply to the same term used in clause 18,

of the government
have r‘allcd to define this term in the
Committee on the grownd that three gov-
emmental committees aneengaged indelin-

nominated by the party to the Select
Committes were Madhusudan Mistry,
Bhalchandra Mungekar and |, We were
mentored, guldrd and mpcr\'lscd by the

ing the term i Bills for GST, S5GST
and IGST. We believe that a Select
Commllwe oI the Rajya Sabha cmnut be

andthautwuuki nutbepmpﬁlur:lrsdm

Congress fi
Nearly a year belore thldamhamms. amcndmmt ml'ammmwllhuutapmp«
wie theee had submitted a note of dissent  agreed definiton of this key berm.
amchcd to the main report ul'mcSeIm Fourth, gmnthmhclummntal aim
ittee. | believe I reads of GSTis i et
uqualntcd [@r re-acquainted ) with the  the whele country, we are unable to sup-
dissent note to understand how muchthe  port a GST Bill that excludes indefinitely
countryand our business community, es-  From the pundew of the GST tobaceo and
pecially small businesses and small  tobacco procucts, alcohol for haman con-
tradrrn have suffered in consequence of _wmptltm and cledﬂuty supply and con-
the BIP g having shut its ears to that all three be in-

our sound advice only because they
weanted the entire credit For enacting GST,
wihich was, in fact, a bold and revolution-
ary initiative of the Congress-led UPA T
gewvernment. Nows that good sense has at
last dawned, the least the government
could dowould be to acknowledge that it
waas wrong in forcing us to resort to.a note
of dissent instead of incorporating our
views in the Select Committee report, But
such large-heartedness does nat eharae-
terise those ruling us at present.
Therefore, toestore credit where credit
Is due, | repraduce key extracts from the
main dissent note (but, for want of space,
not its technical annexes): "We are in
Favour of a Goods and Services Tax that is
simple  and ecomprehensive.  The
Constitution (122nd} Amendment Bill,
2015, ks nmlwr Itis pmed wl:h compro-

bhawder d o the |

tion of the crowd and made a provocative
gesture mimicking a plane crash. And the
Abhishek Sharma-Raufl altercation on
Surclay was not the usual b I-th

milses make
Iti e for \

the Billin the absence of the amendments
wie hane pmpuscd belng incorporated in

ment exchange of words = signsof had blood
between the teams are palpable,

Cricket deserves better. What has hap-
pened at the Aska Cup has lorced many of us
who kove the sport tochange our views —in
the current circumstances, it would be hurt-
ful for ericket to continue India-Pakistan
cricketing ties,

Leashik.d |

the Bill, as drafted at present.,
Frst, toensure thatGSTrammm

cluded in :Iausr 12 of the Constitution
Aumendment Bl with the condition that
the GST Council take adecision for their in-
elusion in GSTwithin a period of five years,
Fifth, we cannot support a GST Council
that is unduly weighted in favour of the
Centre. In the interests of true “cooperative
Tederalism”, the share of the states in vot-
ing n the GST Council must be enhanced
o 75 per cent and the share of the Centre
Brought down o 25 per cent.
Sixth, we cannat support a Bill that
e ek  principle of
law that parties to a dispute cannot be
Judges in their own cause, The failure to
incorporate a GST Disputes Settlement
Authority, as was provided for in the 2001
Bill, Is a seriois lacuna that mist be filled,
The GST Council, comprising members
who will necessarily be party to any dis-
pute relating to the implementation of
GST, must be supplemented and rein-
Torced with a GST Disputes Settlement
Authority in toto as provided for in the
2011 Bill,
Seventh, the sources of revenue of the

erate and Impose an
unfair burden on consumers, particulatly
poorconsumers, it is necessary that a ceil-
ing rate be specified in Article 2468 so that,
I the pursuit of higher revenues, the GST
Couneil desists from crossing the ceiling.
MMcpmpuscdamllnguI 18 per cent
asm-asunahlc rate, adequately rev-
Ing GST rate,

lianded pursuit of its §

com

Overplaying its hand

Pact with Saudi Arabia could draw Pakistan into volatile geopolitics of West Asia

ANJU GUPTA

SINCE THE ISRAELD strikes on Doha on
September 9, several Arab and Muslim na-
tions have convened multiple multilateral
and bilateral meetings to deliberate a new
threat perception in the region. On the side-
lines of a meeting in Doha, Saudi Arabia's
Crown Prince and Prime  Minister,
Mohamimed bin Salman (MBS), met with a
few leaders of nations with strong armies,
including these of Pakistan, Iran, Irag, and
mm Mudstgrm\'lng CONCETNS abnutmc

talities. Around GO per cent of termorist at-
tacks were targeted at security forces, con-
vows, and installations, O the incidents in
2024, over 95 per cent were concentrated in
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan
provinees, which border Afghanistan, For
many months, Pakistani forces have been
engaged in ground operations in these
provirees and continue o face | i

army chief, Field Marshal Asim Munir, in
June and the invite for the US Central
Command ceremony in August, the Us-
Pakistan relationship has inherently been
transactional for decades. As always, the
Pakistan Army has ehosen to play along,
drawmg mileage out of the US-Pakistan
uptlva (] bcm: |tanwn Internal standing
dbnge. I the current

sienbor officers, The Pak are peri-

envi nit, US concerns about the pact

oclically seen mountingaerial sttacks inboth

and talks almum gtmd mlutuy allianee for

incurring significant collateral
damagu: s efvillans, In addition, on several

the region, the fi step was taken
by Saudi Arabia and Pakistan, MBS and
Pakistani Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharil
signed a Strategic Mutual Defence
Agm:mmt an Scph.-mbcr 17in Rnyadh It
atany ag
against either country would I:c:unsldmd
anaggression against both, Three ey ques-
tions need to be examined: To what extent
can Pakistan help Saudi Arabda? Was the US
consulted prios to the pact? And what could
e the patential fallout for South Asia?
It s well lenovn that Palcistani forces are
bomdtlown wllh mlwnnmml mlcx
1 o data
from a credible Pakistani think tank more
than 550 terrorist incidents have been
recorded in 2025, while the total number of
incidents in 2024 was 521 and in 2023, it
wias 306. In 2024, the incidents resulted in
over 2,000

asions, Pakistan has not enly mounted
aerial attacks on Afghan termitory but has en-
waged in clashes with Taliban forces along
the border. Pakistan-Taliban relations have
become increasingly tense since the with-
drawal of US troops from Afghanistan.

Thus, apart from deploying trainers,
troops, and hardware in Saudi Arabia, the real
wvital contribution Pakistan can make was
clarified by iis Defence Minister, Khawaja
Al Describing it as an “umbrella® and “de-
Tensive” pact, Asif has asserted that all capa-
bilitbes that Pakistan has, including nuclear
deterrence, will “absolhutely” be available to
Saudi Arabia, He also indicated that “doors
wereapen forother nations to join the pact.

The “nusclear issue' would certainly have
proviked the current US administration,
which has often claimed credit for the
ceasefire between the puclear-armed
I South Asia, Was the LIS con-

fatalities. The security forces suffered more
than 1,000 casualties, including over 380 fa-

sulted prior to the pact? Notwithstanding
theWhite House lunch hosted for Pakistan's

are unlikely to have been a factor for either
sidle. In 2023, Saudi Arabia went ahead with
Chinese mediation to establish peace with
Iram, seen as an “archenemy” of Isracl,

Adirect potential military role for Pakistan
In'West Asla and the extension of its nuclear
deterre L Arabiath ically b
Pakistan face-to-face with lsracl, Pakistan
wonld ot have mace o wil
explicit elearance from China, which remains
the backbane of its military helt, This maywell
also i out to be a Chiness foray into the re-
whon o offer iis military harchware with train-
ing by Pakistani officers, As the LIS is being seen
withdrawing from takingcare of the "unpaid”
;«url:yol u:lwrnatltmx inclucling NATO, a
Chi well b asanal
temative by design or by defaul,

The US may hawe “sensed” the real force
behind Pakistan's bold move, This might ex-
pladn Presiclent Donald Trumg's sud den dec-
laration on September 18 in London that he
wants to take back the Bagram base in
Afghanistan, He publicly clarified t
by suggesting that the base was “an hour
away from where China makes its nuclear

weeapons'. For decadies, the LIS has chosen the
Inder-Pacific and not South Asia o challenge
Chinese military might. This novel move,
thoagh * n'artmnary'm nature, may raise
ia un-
intended consequences even for US secuiity
concerns It would not be prudent to view it
through a “Pakistan bens" or a “Taliban lens”.
Pakistan has already baiit o Lalil

foein Parts 1 and BXA of the Constitution,
st be safeguarded and they must be as-
sured of thclr due share in the revenue

Bucyancy from the

cnmnlandhnplnmnmmm theGST.
It is anly with such assurance, through the
amendments we have suggested in this re-
arcl tothe Bl that we might find it possi-

sn:und wrnrmhcpmpnnlmlrwan ble tosupport the proposed legislation | The
acditbonal 1 per cent tax to be market dis-  15th Finance Commission under NK Singh
torting, especially in view of the fact that  has since supported this proposal).”
wie have propased 100 per cent compen-
sation for a minimum of five years to states The writer is o former Linton minister
.
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

H-1B OwWN GOAL

THIS REFERS TO the editorial The visa
Barrier' (£, September 22), The Tramp
administration’s decision to impose a
steepone-time fee of § 100,000 for new
H-1Bvisa applications is clearly aimed
at curbsing the influx of skilled foreign-
s, But the pavelty of sutstanding lo-
cal talent in the LIS in STEM careers can-
not be brushed aside, The mobility of
Biflod oo m il

military and political relationships with
China and Turkey. The pact with Saudi
Arabia would further bring wealth to
Pakistan to boost its eeanormy and milieary
might, It is possible that more Arab States
may join the pact to enjoy Pakistani “nu-
clear deterrence”, However, by tying its des-
tiny with an increasingly complex and
velatile West Asia, Pakistan may have hit-
ten off mare than it can chew, In reality, it
divides Pakistan's military heft between
South Asia and West Asia.

Lastly, any US-China military competi-
thon in South Asia has serious potential to
destabilise the entire region and may affect
Inehia in more ways tham one, The US has re-
cently revoked the Chabahar Port waiver,
identified India, Afghanistan, Pakistan, China,
anel Myanmar amongst “major drug transit
otmqntllllchdrug pmdm:smunmﬁ “and
hiked the H1 ty. These

Mllasmmlt&mh.mmny fee

ENGAGE PROACTIVELY

THIS REFERS T the editorial, "No big
cleal'(F, Sepeember 22 ). lsrael s strike in
Catar, coupled with the fact that the
American defence promise is qul:lng
shakier than ever, has forced Rivadh

bk a pact with a nuchear-armed nannn
For Pakistan, the agreement represents
buth ciplumatl:lmrm' andamllllay

feconon

n'glnnal Isolation. As Far as New Delhiis
concermed, our ties with Riyadh have

shoring. There will be less local hiring
in America, and praject eosts might go
up for LS clients,

Khekan Das, Kokt

THIS REFERS TO the editorial The visa
Barrier' (IE, September 221 The hike in
H-18 fees should be a wake-up call for
Indn Ourrrsedur has bccnmmrde-

than
:rea:mg world-class opportunities at
T, Indlia can convert this into.an op-
pertunity by accelerating investment in

grown doushy over the last few
wears, and Indiais Saudi Arabia’s second
Largest trade partner. There |s no chance
the Saudis will jeopardise this relation-
ship for Islamabad's sake, However,

Py o alihan e
gagement without complacency should

beIndia's approach going forward,
Bal Govind, Noida

GST 2.0 ImpacT

THIS REFERS TO the article Tax system
lhat cares' (IE, Septernber 22 ) At a time

cutting-edge technologies, nurturing

when the world .,cmmeMm:hc

start-ups, and Incentivis)
panirs to apen Innmratlon hub; 5

runor slsnlhmylnlhcm‘dbw\slan

may\vwlllmrmm mmrau'mwlmn
of power in South Aska, not just for trade and
tariffs, but far beyond them,

The writer is a security analyst and
Sormer director general of pelice

apnper.indlanexpmm .. .

{onals; restricting this talent
plpclmr wIII rwnmally :Ilsacmntam'

and :umpctlm-cnm.
Mushan Kumarl, sk

cuagmire of i crisis, the gov-
ernment’s initiative to rationalise the
GST regime ks highly welcome. This will
result in the setting up of more indus-
tries, enhance the mimber of jobs avail-
able for our youth and pave the way for
the country to become self-reliant de-
spite the odes,

Ravi Mathur, Nolido
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Why Indian oil cos have $1.4 bn in dividends stuck in Russia

SUKALP SHARMA
MEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 22

INDIAN PUBLIC sector okl companies are fac-
ing a $1.4-billion question: how should their
dividend income, which has been pllingupin
Russia for over three years, be repatriated ?
The Indian government and the companies
have been attempting to find a resolution,
but success has so far eluded them.

Erivicdends from investments in Russian
oll and gas projects are belng deposited ai
regularintervals in the compandes’ accounts
i an Indian barsk in Moscow, but they have
been unable to access them. These cumula
uive |nvestments are estimated o be over 36
Daillion, underining the strategy's significance
in India’s overall energy security plan amid
s heavy reliance on ol Imports,

The companles include ONGC Videsh
[OVL), the overseas investment arm of il

anel Natural Gas Corporation (ONGC) OV
holds a 20 per cent stake in the Russian
Sakhalin-1 project ancl a 26 per cent stake in
the Vankor progect. OVL's share of the stuck
dividends is chose ta $400 million.

Then there is theconsortium of Indian Cil
Corporation (KOC), Cil India (1L}, and Bharat
Petredeum Corporation | BPCL) arm Bharat
PetroResources [BPRL), which together hold
4 23,9 share in Vankor and a 29.9% share in
the Taas-Yuryakh project, The consortium's
curmnulative share of the stranded dividends
s around S1 billion,

Repatriation challenge

Indian companies have been unable to
repatriate their income since the Russia
Ukraine war commenced in February 2022,
The fundamental obstacle is the payment
channel-related restrictions imposed follow.
Ing the outbreak of war,

The dividend income is currently beld in

WIS SPACE |

EARTH'S FOLLOWERS IN'SPACE:
QUASI-MOONS

MINI-MOONS AND

THE EARTH stands alone in the solar sys
tem as a habitable world, as far as we
ko But that deesn't mean we don't get
wisiors, most often as asterolds,

Someeven choose to stick around fir
a while, gaining a moonlike status, The
latest of these is an asteroid that as
tronomers are calling 2025 PN7. Spotted
this summer, it has anorhit thats similar
o Earth's trajectory around the Sun. It is
knowenas aguasi-meon and could be the
smallest of its kind, perhaps no longer
than 52 feet.

The source
Some asterolds near Earth come from
the main asterold belt orbiting the Sun

between Mars and Jupiter, Others are
chunkes of the Moon, ejected alter a ma
Jormeteorite impact.

cauise sciertists have few elescopic
abservations of 2025 PN7, there are "no
real hints about its eriging, only specula
thons," sald Carlos de la Fuente Maroos, an
stronomer  at the Complutense
University of Macrie and an ssthor of a
study abaut the quasi-moon's discovery
published this manth in the journal
Research  Notes of the American
Astronemical Soctety,

Bt one thing ks certain: It is.a tempo-
rary visitor, 2025 FN7 ks part of a sparsely
populated Neet of space rocks that briefly
tinger around, trail or bead Earth, Like the
st of its flock, this asteroid will eventu
ally shoot off elsewhere into space — per:
haps in about GO years.

Smaller moons

Earth has several mini-moons and
quasi-moons. Mini-moons are ohjects
that orbit our planet, but they make for
fickbe fans: they tend to swing around
Earth only for a few months, One exam-
ple was 2024 PT5, which joined our
planet Last fall and then headed its awn
way at the end of November,

Unilike mind-moons, quasi-moons or:
it the Sun, not Earth, spending hundreds
housands of years in lock step with

arthy's orbit, This protracted proximity
makes them good targets for planetary
selence  missions.  Quasi-moon

ni

Artist’s llustration of an asteroid,
mastol which orlginate from
between the orbits of Mars and
Jupiter. kasa

Kamo'oalewa Is the destination of
Tianwen-2, a Chinese mission that aims
o eollect a geologic sample.

Scientists spotted 2025 PNT last
maonth with the Pan-STARRS observatory
at the University of Hawail. The asteroid
was then found i archival images going
back several years, allowing astronomers
o determine its precise orbit

Itseems o ]nh’t‘:ﬂlllll:‘lllntmlsqll.l:ﬂl
moon orbitin 1957 — just in time to wit
ness the launch of Sputndle |, Earth's first
artifickal satellite, The astronomers estl
mate that in August 19980, 2025 PNT got
as close ta Earth as 2,5 million miles
about 10 times the distance between
Earth and the moon. Simulations show
that it will have a 126-year residency in
Earth's arbit

2025 PNTs title of tindest guasi-moon
is pending. Astronomers try to estimate
an asteroid's size based on how much
sumnlight its surface reflects, but the 2025
PN has proved diffioult o observe so G,

Still, near-Earth asteroids — when
they aren't threatening to crash into the
planet — fascinate astronomers because

they offer clues about the evolution of the

ner selar system,
THENEW YORK TIMES

IAS GS Foundation Course
Offline & Live Online Batches

Contro 1t smveany English Medaim
@ Karol Bagh 0 ey | ey 600 &l G0ct | G000 PM
¥ Nolda 3 MwpET | e 00 W 31 Oct | 1130 AM
T L A T I T L L Drishti IAS
Vlucknow  Gommger | gEgnaowh | B0ct | 1130 AM v
¥ Indore LE AR L LT I U LU 87501 87501
¥ Jalpur wefiier mrht Adenissions Open . A o

Tooloud toignore: Why |

SHAHZAD GANI &
GIRISH AGRAWAL

IF THERE Is one health hazard that has
crept up unacknowledged on Indian cities,
itis noise.

Legally, it is already recognised as an ale
pollutant under the Air {Prevention and
Control of Pellution) Act, 1981, Medically, it
s among the leacling contribastors to lyper-
tension, sleep disruption, stress disorders,
and cognitive decline — conditions that to-
gether shorten lives and push people to-
\Mlltl premature death, Yet. ﬂrapllt‘l]llailllﬂl

Incliar has barely i

e | B |

bermatic monitoring or data collection o un-
clerstand the scabe of the damage,

Aheavy burden

Most tovens and cities in India routinety
endure nojse levels far above what is safe,

The'Waorld Health Organization recom-
mends residential daytime exposure not
exceed 55 0BA) = roughly the volume of a
narmal comversation, Incia's Noise Pollution
{Regulation and Control) Rules, 2000 set
similar limits: 55 dB from 6 am te 10 pm,
and 45 dB at night,

But the decibel scale is not linear: a 10
clB increase means a ten-fold rise ininten-
sity. Traffle corvidors in Indian cities often
exceed A0 dBA)L

And, as with alr pollution, the burdenof
this unchecked exposure falls heaviest on
those least able to shield themselves —
street vendors, delivery workers, traffic po-
lice, and residents of informal settlements,
For them, the roar of the city is not an oc-
caslonal nulsance but an everyday oceu-

B

Mescow in accounts at the Commerclal Indo
Bank (CIBL), which is an affiliate of the State
Bank of lndia (SBI), The funds are being de
posited in rubles,

Soon after the war began, numerous ma
jor Russian bankes were barred from using
the Society for Worldwide Interbank
Financial Telecormnmunication (SWIFT) sys
tem. Since SWIFT s essentlal
for processing financial trans
actlons globally, this ban se
verely compromised Russia's
ability to access the global pay
ments system, Russia also restricted the
repatriation of LIS dollars out of the country
o curh forelgn exchange volatility.

Adding tothe challenge are intemational
jurischiction issues, Some of the vehicles used
by Inlian companies to make their invest
ments are speclal purpose vehicles (5PVs)
registered outside of India, often based in
coantries like Singapore
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FROM EXEMPTIONS for Indian breads and
Trealth and life insurance for individuals, to
sharp tax cuts forbeauty and well-being serv
foes and aspirational goocs like adrcondition
ers and big TV sereens, reforms under GST 20
touch awide range of goods and services.

Effective Monday, the rate refig also secks
to resolve classification disputes by placing
stilar goods in the same rate slab — this will
help avedd confusion arising for differential
rates for caramelised and sabted popesrm, for
irstance —and majorky conecting the inverted
chuty structure (105, wherein the tax rate on
ouitput Is lower than the tax rate on inputs.

This rate rationalisation Is meant toleave
more disposable income in the hands of peo
e and spur household consumption which,
in turn, could incentivise investments. The
consumptionboost, the government has wa
gered, will help offset the revenuse loss aris
ing from the rate culs,

Strearnlindng the processes for reglstration,
returns and refunds will be next on the gov
ermment’s agenda The government will also
Tarve to look into representations being made
by some sectors where the [0S persists,

The slab twealks

The GST regime, relled out in July 2007,
subsumed 17 indirect taxes and 13 cesses,
While it has seen over a dozen rounds of rate
tweakes so far, the latest reforms focussed on
amajor estrecturing of the GST slabs,

The multiple skabs — 5%, 124, 18% and 28%

were replaced with a broad twe-skab strue
ture comiprising a merit rate of 5% and a stan
chard rate of 18% in addition to a special de
et rate of 400 to sin and dement goods.

The GST rates are now:

0.25% for rough diamonds and precious
and semi-precious stones;

1.5% for cut and polished diamonds;

3% fow precious metals such.as gold, silver
and pearls;

% for 516 categories of goods, including
maostly food items, some medical devices,
agricultural machinery, lydrogen vehicles
Based on fuel cell technology:

12% for non-sand-lime bricks {the only
category of items to have been kept in this
shab); ancl

18% for 640 categories of goods, Includ.
ing industrial goods such as machines, boil
ers, chemicals, paints, automaobile parts,
small cars and bikes

The demeritrate of A0% applies to 13 cate.
gories ol items such as smoking pipes; acrated
waters; non-alcobobe, caffeinated and carbon

Despite the kssue being regulary discussed
between Indian companies and thelr Russian
partners, and featuring in govemment-to-gov-

sions, aviable
perding due to the complicationsarising from
Wiestern sanctions targeting Moscow.

Some industry inskders believe that aces
sation of hoestilities in Ukraine and easing of

the West's sanctions on

(AW F0]  Moscowmight bethe only way

GLOBAL

tovaccess the stuck dividends.

Utilising funds

‘While repatriation is currenthy not pos
sibalee, the Indian companie s and the govern
ment have explored ways to access and
utilfse the funds within Russia, However,
their options are highly constrained.

One possibility is utilising the funds o
make payments within Russia, while an
other is to use the money to lund operational
and capital expenciture requirements for ex

Isting prajects or to increase investments in
Russia. Neither appears feasible.

Thie dividend payments are already e
leased after the deduction ol operational ex.
penses, Furthermore, most ongolng assets
are past their major capital expenditure cy
cle, meandng that a demand for significant
new investment, or cash calls, is highly un
likely in the near-to-medium term.

The one poten al exception imohes OV,
which needs to pay approximately $600 mil
liewn tix Russba o secure s re-nomination asa
shareholder in the Sakchalin- 1 profect. OVLhas
been actively negotiating with Russian author
ities to e its dividend income to partially set
the this payment, But that, too, |s stuck due to
conmplications withdollar paymenes o Russian
entities, Besides this, ndian companies are not
seeking imvestmentsinother Russkan projects,

il complications
The obvious alternative, using the

SN ECONOMICS |

GST 2.0: What changes

The GST rate rejig will leave more disposable income in the hands of the consumer and, as a result, spur
consumption, But a few concerns, especially regarding inverted duty structure on certain items, remain

GSTCHANGES INTOP 30 ITEMS FOR AN AVERAGE URBAN CONSUMER
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NVERT! TURE An inverted duty structure arises when

M the tax paid on inputs ks more than the
Inavalue-asio chain, the liabsility. For . under
raxon wlpln hqrpd:dhrhlllm' 'I'hkun the new nrumm.-.neel lltrlmlsx
then be ST 1) are

ated beverages; yachts, areralt for personal — tomato ketchup, and cakes, other common

wse; anl bigggercars ancd bikes, Tobacco and to-
Bacco-related products are also going io be in
the topmost slab along with a yet=to-be fi
nalised levy over and above the 405 rate,

Services have also seen major cuts, From
Belng taxed at 18X before, wellare services like
Teabth and lfe insurance for incivichuals have
been made exempt from

Hottels with per day tarill |.v|rnf|>r|nw or
equal to Rs 7,500 have seen a cut in G5T rate
T VX with gt taoccredie (TC) bo S with
out ITC, Saborss ancd well-being senvices such as
Tsealth chubs have also seen a reduction in the
GST rate to 5% from 185

For consumers' benefit

Household budgets are expected to get a
boast from the GST rate cuts, and the ensu
ing price cuts by companies. While the gov
ernment does not have a legal provision in
force to act against profiteering, the Finance
Ministey has asked its officers to compile
monthly data reports on price change of
commodities pre- and post-GST rate ratio
nalksation inorder o ensure that the benefits
et passed on to the consumers.

The price change data wall be compiled for
54 categories of items, including food items
such as butter, cheese, dry fruits, biscuits,

use iems such as tollet soap bars, hair oil,
shampon, toothieush, vothpaste, dental floss,
talewrm powder, and lotion, and educational
items such as math boxes, erasers, pencil
sharpeners, pencils, crayons, and noteboaks,

Companies had alreacly announced a se
ries of steep discounts, extra grammage, or
other deals to entice customerss in the run
up o the GST 20 mallout. Other companies
are expected tfollow suit as they bring inte
effect the changes under the GST2.0.

Some issues persist

The multiplicity of rates had made the GST
structure comples, directly affecting the ease
of doing business and trade, and the costof Iy
Ing of citbzens, particulardy the poor and the
mifddlbe class, The 108 had affected cash fow
and worldng capital of businesses, since they
had tor seek refunds for accumulated ITC,
Macingsimilar iternsin the same taxbracket is
expected to help ease some pressure points.

That sad, some industry associations e
already Aagged concerns about imversion is
sties, Some ems such as bicycles, tractors, fer
tilisers ancl a few types of textiles contimee to
Tace an 105 structure, with their sy materials
anel inputs facing higher tax than output. The
big gaps between certain inputs taxed at 18Y

“Refers to residentiod buitding, famd

stranded dividends to partially pay for the
substantial volumes of Russian oil flowing
into India, is also fraught with complexity,
For instance, while K0C and BPCL purchase
Russtan odl, OIL and OVLdo not,

s, because the investments were
mace throwgh 5PV registered in overseas
territories, amy payment using the dividencs
‘would fall under the jurisdiction of those
overseas territories as well, Given the vari
ous Wiestern sanctions against Russia, using
the divicend income for cross-payments re-
lated to Russian oll would result in an ex
tremely complex exercise from both taxa
tion and accounting viewpoints,

Indian companies have been seeking
guldance from legal and international ac
counting experts, it is bearnt. Ultimately. find
ing a workable solution will likely require a
combination of ingenious commercial nego
tiations with stakeholders both inside and
outside of Russia, alongside deft diplomacy.

in the 5% slab, This leads to the
accuimulation of input tax credit, for
wehich refunds {from the government)
miay come with alag, restricting
working capdtal for businesses.

and final products tased at 5% have rlsed con
oema over capltal blockage for some sectors.

For instance, stee] continues tattract 185
GSTwhile firnal products e bicycles and e-bi
eycles are in the 5% slab. Corrugatec bax man
ulacture s have fagged concems about inver
shon, with the rate for such boxes down 1o 5%
froem 125 but the rate for inputs such as kealt
paper and boards raised to 183 from 125

The indhestry is, however: kel o find some
relief on the compliance front.

For egistration, returns and refund, GST
20 seelks to streamline these processes by
making them more technology-driven and
time-bound, espectally for small businesses
and startups. The planseeks o implernent pre
fillecl retwrns to reduce manual intervention
and mismatches

The G5T Council has given fts nod lor
amendments in Section 5406 of the Central
CST(CGST) Act, that will panve the wivy for risk:
basedl provisional sanction of refuncs arising
from the imverted duty structure,

“The Council recommended |the amenc)
et |..to provide for sanction of 90% of re
Tund claimed on a provisional basis, in cases
arisingout of IDS,..." the Council sald after its
Sith meeting.

LONGER VERSION ON
Indlanexpress.com/axplained

ndians should care about noise pollutionin cities

pational hazard that slowty erodes health
and well-being,

Three failures

Systemic gaps compound the problem.
Noise monitoring is sparse, enforcement
weak, and responsibility scattered across
multiple authorities, As with air quality,
symbolic fixes = occastonal honking bans
or festival crackdowns = do little to tackle
structural drivers.

The result: a chronie, unaddressed pub-
lic bealth crisis,

This neglect stems from three Bllures,

First. inadequate monitoring leaves pol-
Teymakers blind, Unbile air pollution, where
satellites and low-cost sensors have trans-
Tormed measurement, noise data in India
are sporadic, reactive, and incomplete.

Second, structural and cultural barri-
ers hinder enforcement. Without recogni-
tion that nodse can be as harmiul as smog,
many citizens tolerate or even participate
in nolsy practices.

Third, governance is fragmented: pol=
Tution control boards, municipalities, and
polbce all have partial jurisdiction, limited
resources, and weak incentives to act,

Path ahead

‘What must be done?

First, treat necdse on parwith air and wa-
ter pollution. Researchers and policymakers
should design evidence-based interven-
tions grounded in public-health data.

Monbtoring must expand dramatically,
Real-time sensors can create integrated
maps of sound exposure. Machine-learn-
ing tools can distinguish sources — traffic,
construction, industry — and guide tar-
geted responses.

Health stuclies should explicitly track
noise exposure, especially near schools,
hospitals, and |ow-income areas.

Urban planning must incorporate noise
mitigation. Green buff \:-u\hda:m\.un.l
partes absorh sound,
mukruI.11almsllwnllwl-lulfrull\rlmur

epaper.ndianexpressicom .. .

corridors. While limited experiments with
green belts for nobse-reduction are prom-
ising, broacler efforts must be scientifically
assessed and community-informed.

Gowermance reforms ane essential, Noise
regulations must be enforceable, backed by
transparent data and accountability.
Agenches mustcollaborate across sectors —
from pollution boards to transport depart-
ments and municipalities. Promoting walk-
Ing and cycling for urtsan mobilicy, a Faster
transithon to electric buses, and enforcing
honking restrictions systematically will
bring measurable relied,

Community engagement matters (oo,
Because nokse |s thed to cultural and social
practices, solutions must be sensitive but
firm. Awvareness campaigns and partner-
ships with religious and community leaders
can reshape norms without allenating com-
maunities,

Equity is key
Finally, equity must remain central.

Those most expased to noise often have the
least means to protect themselves, Just as
air purifiers are a luxury, 3o too are quict
homes and workplaces.

The right to quiet must not be a privi-
lege — it must be a baseline condition of
public health.

Insia has alreacly kearned, painfully, that
neglecting air pollution magnifies harmand
widens inequity. We cannot repeat the
same mistake with nolse. The law already
names it an air pollutant; what ks missing
Is the political and civic will to act.

By treating nolse with the seriousness
It deserves — integrating it into clean-air
agendas, embeddng it in urban planning
and making it a priosity for public health -
e can save lives, protect comamunitie s, and
reclalm the basic human right o quiet,

Shahzad Gani is an Assistant Professor at
the Centre for Atmospheric Sciences, NT
Dethi. Girish Agrawal is o Professar at TRIP
Centre, IIT Delhi
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PEACE AT A
CROSSROADS

he global stage is ence again
turnbng s attention to the
loawg and bitter lsraeli-Pal
extinian conflict, as France
and Saudi Arabia advance
a new plan for peace at the United
Matlons General Assembly. This initia
tive comas anmld the catastrophic war
In Gz, where civilian suffering b
renched itolerable proportions and dis
placement has tuened an alveady dire
shtuation inte o humanitarian calumity,
By linking the urgency of an lmmedi
ate ceasefive (o s broader vision of Pal
extinlan statehood, the French-Saudi
effort seeks 1o relgnile a conversation
the world has largely abandoned: that
a viable two-state solution remains the
only durable path to peace. With Brit
abn, Canada, and Australla now join
Ing nearly 150 countries in recognising a
Palestinian state, momentum lxﬁlﬂ.lllllluﬂ
for u global consensus that could fun
damentally alter the diplomatic caleu
lus, The phased plan—ending the war,
withdrawlng lsracli troops, restoring
povernance 1o a demilitarised Palestin
lan Autherity backed by internationsl
support, and ultimately pursuing nor
maliaation between licael and its Arab
nelghbours—otlers a famework that
meves beyond rhetorle 1o concrele seps.
It 48 designed 1o reconcile the lnmediate
humanitarkan imperative with the long
term political sentlement that has eleded
ations. Yet as promising s this
shift appears, the inttlative runs directly
It the brick wall of entrenched oppo.
sltion from Jsrael and the United States,
which continue to prioritise short-term
military caleulations and domestic poli
thes over the need for & durable solution,

The laraell government, led by Ben
Jarnin Netanyahu and supported by his
Far-right coalition, views the recognl

thon of Paleatinian statehood not as a
diploaatic gesture but as a threal o sov
gnty. Even before the current war,
Isvael had expanded settlements across
the West Bank and tightened control
over Jerusalem in ways that made the
contours of a Palestinian state increas
Ingly implausible. Now, in the wake of
Hamas's October 7 attack and the dev
astating miliar ponse that Tollowed,
Iseaels leader: d
Palestinlan independenc
for militancy and an invitation to future
antacks, The United States, despite its
public commitment 1o reglonal stabil
Iy, has mirrored this stance by blocking
Palestintan participation in the General
Assembly and quietly aligning with lara
el rejection of unilateral recognition.
This dual opposition undermines the
very international consensus that France
and Saudi Avabia hope to bulld, leaving
the plan valnerable o collapse belore It
can tuke root, Meanwhile, the Palestin
lans pemaln trapped between a disered
fted Palestinian Authority that lacks
legithmacy at home and an embattled
Hamas that refu; clinguish arms,
perpetuating int divisions at the
very moment external recognition gath
ers pace. Without structural reforms,
elections, and credible leadership, even
ademilitarised state backed by interna
thomal aid risks becombng a fragile con
struct unable o command popular trust
or provide stability,

(0]

The broader danger is that with.
oul progress on two-slile parameters,
the reglon slips further into a one-state
reulity defined by permanent occupa
thon, unequal rights, and endless cycles
of vielence, Already, the occupation of
the West Bank has created an environ
ment where over hall o million settlers
live alongside three million
lans under military control,
qua widely denounced by rights groups
as unsustalnable and discriminatory,
In Gaza, the devastation wrought by
months of hombardment has rendered
entive nelghbourhoods uninhabitable,
pushing the population into faminelike
conditions and eroding any possibil

herever secessonisl forces
/ \ were active in India, RSS
\ Swarpaarsevaks and Pra
charaks faced the brunt of
their hate slmply because they stood for
Tisddia's culiural and geographical unlty,
They spoke of hee civilisational comtimuity,
warked for soclal cobeston, for the enypaw.
erment of the masginalised and reststed
thels explofation, In the 1980s and 19%0s
and fior @ pumber of years mto the new mil
Bennurn, Indiss northeast faced o number
af such .Iullmumu situsations,

The RS8s Akhil Bharatiya Pratinkdhi
Sabha [ABPS), I iis sesolution on Asam
i 1991, analysed the siuation. Condol
g the death of Pracharak Cinprakash
Chaturvedi and the abduction and disap
pearance of Pracharak Murall Manohar
fromm Kerala, it pointed at the nesus of sep
aratast forces and teeroslst arganssations n
trybng 1o dismembes India, The ABPS res
alution observed how, “documents recay
o ened by the arovy dusing thedr rasds an the
wecrel adeouts of the LLLEA, have chearly
revealed its clandestine links with NS.CN,

of Nagali a baned fundamentalist
Chrlstian Organisation, te People's Liber

ation Areny of Manipur, Jefis secessionists
aof Busma, | of Sti Lanka and Kha

Bistarnes of Pursjabs-all of wisich work i col

Tuslon with the International consplracy 1o
dusrnember Bharat”

Sinee they were at the forelront in socl
ety of trying bo foll this consparacy of das
membering Bharat, RSS Pracharaks and
Swapisnseviks faced the onslaught, The
conmmunist pasties of their codees did not
face such a stuation, Thelr eology acted
as their shield. They did not believe in the
Tundamental and civilisational wnbty of
Indlas. Such an idealogy sulted separatsts,

Under the CPIM r\'\| Left Fron rule
an Trapara, four RSS Prachisaks were kid
mapped by the tervar cutfit National Liber
atbon Frant of Tripura (NLET) on Augast
6, 1994, Senor R85 Prachusak, Shashilant
Chauthabwabe, records in his memoles "My
Towrviey s @ Pracharak”, that unierving

phiase, when Shyamal Kantl Sengupta,
cahetrin hairpavath of Assamm and West Ben
wal, Pracharaks Sudhamay Dutta, Dinen
dranath Dutta, and Shubhankas Dutta were
waylaid and abducted by NLET terorists
fromn the densely forested Dhabal district
al Tripura,

Altempts o trace them proved futile
fior over 67 months, Around 2001, « self
styled "commander” of the NLFT, Nayan
basd Jamatys, who had deserted the outft
and surrendered, claimed that the RSS

Since 2014,
vielent incidents

in the Northeast
dropped by 71%,
with over 10,700
insurgents laying
down arms

SWADESHI

SPIRIT

he ward Swadeshi vecalls Indias
Inslependence struggle, when lead-
s like Bal Gangadhar Tilak and
Mahatrna Gandhi usged boyeotts
al forelgn goods and pramation of indige
monis dnclustries. More thar o dogan, it was an
woonoendc philasaply rooted i self-rellance,
dignity of labaur, and commisilty empow.
erment. Today, amid global protectioniim,
narbil wanes, arsd LS nweasuses [ike higher tar
s and H- 1B visa fees, Swideshi regains rel
evance, Is madeen form—"Make n India
and Wtimanirbhar Blarat—caries the same
essence: reducing dependence on external
markets and building o resslient damestic
econonyy 1o withstand global shocks,
Changlng global trade landscape
The U5, once o staunch sdvocate of
globalisation, Is new bncreasingly adopt
g protectionist measures. The recent hike
i taridfs on select imports and the steep
ncrease o H-1H visa fees ondered by US
Presiddent Donald Trump on September 20
mepresent a dear signal: count ol

In the villoges ond ferests of the Northonst, RSS Prachoraks werked af the grassreots,
coumboring saparatism with service and solidarity

Pracharaks were taken away 1o Bangla

desh and were executed in the Chittagong
Il Tracts asea, followsig orders from the
s top leadership,

The fault of these Pracharks? They
dared 1o work among people, st o dili

cult tne, posing & challenge b secession

It Forces ard spoke for the unity of India
and of greater integration of lndids nortly

east, The CPIM pever condoled thelr dis

appearance and death. In thelr records and
annals, these abductions and deaths sre of
1o Consequence,

Thee Congresss approach o e potly
east wis b keep the pot bolling, A aum
Ber af conflscts and sepasatist movements
were albowed 10 fester and seemed never
ending. I was not just @ lack of political
will: 8 seermed 1o be o caleulated political
prelicy that was folbowed by the Congress

figh Compand in Delli and i pasty's
governmsents in vasious states acros the
nirtheast,

That Inclials northeast needed special
attention and & greater developament ficus
was seen much later when, under Atal
Bihari Vajpayee, as Prime Mindster, the
Munbatry for Developrent of the Noeth
Eastern Region (DONER) was lunched
s 20418, 10w the fiest time since inde
pendence that o minkstry dedicated 1o the
prowth and progress of Indias northesst
was formed,

Prise Minsster Narendra Madi, o life
Lty Prachierak, as Prioe Mindster, ook it
upany himsell net andy o expand the devel
opment framework for the northeass but
also to solve several festering conflicts, PM
Modi’s mantsa for the northeast, "Act East,
Act Fast, Act Farst”, pasd dividends on the
ground i terms of expediting progects and

Taday, Swadashl means strangthesing demastic industeies, genorating youth
wmploymont, and emsuring Indio's fwture is shaped ot beme, net shrosd

reduces vulnerability to external shocks

Hslng domestic interests over ghobal com
miltsents, For India, these developrsents
carry both challenges and opy 3

¥ Job creathon at home
Ih\-li lllln-lllh \Ilmll{nluhludlm

“TarliT hikies make o maore expensive for
Inelian exporters—particulasly in sectors
bike steel, textiles, and phasmacenticals
b access the American market, This could

of rebuilding a viable civic and pedith
cal infrastructure. In such a context, the
nch-Saudi proposal may indeed rep
resent one of the last serlous interna
tional attermpts to salvage the two-state
visdon, I pepected outright, it will not
only bury hopes of Palestinlan indepen
dence but also entrench a permanent
conflict that destabilises the broader
Middle East, from the Gulf states 1o the
Mediterranean. For Indis and other
rlalng powers, the stakes are equally
high, as instability in West Asia threat
ens energy security, trade |'|uw\ and the

wlobal economic recovery, The worl
canmot afferd for this plan o joln the
long lst of falled accords, The responst
Toility now Lies not only with lirael and
Palestine but with the International com
ity to semmon the political cour
age to prevent further bloodshed and 1o
keep alive the possibility of o just and
lasting peace.

cirectly affect forelgn exchange eamings
and jabs creation i FI!I]IH.

H- 1B visa fee hikes of over $100,000
anually pat an addsional bueden on Indian
IT compastes, which rely heavily o sending
skilled professionals i the US, With costs

India’s domestic
market of 1.4
billien people

offers unmatched gedng up, competitiveness comes down,
scope for and appetunities for young Indian engl
Swadeshi-d neers shirink

wadeshi-driven Batlh steps taken by the US highlight
industries to e vulnerability of ndias econamie depen
seale ond dersce on fonelgn markets and lmmgration.

driven emplayment nppnnuuulu
Why Swieleshl matters tod.
\Il\kfuhl n the 21" century, lsmnot .\l!nm
1

innavate globally

I In.\lmulluhmul.dululmlmu uwu
with the warkd fram a position of strength
wather than dependence, The renewed cal
fior Swsestsl Becomes crucial for severnl
Feasons

* Economic sell-reliance

Heavy vellance an the U8 and other for
elgn markets exposes Indian businesses o

olicy uncertalnties beyond thewr control

T by mnsrtusiing domestic mdustries, lsdia can
create o strong sternal demand base that

F nspirlig for LS opy
Hies. & rabuat Swaieshi-uriented ndustslal
ansed diggital ecosystem can absorh this talent
withiia Didia, creating high-quality jobs ansd
preventing brakn drain,

» Boost b indigenous lnovathon

Swadeshi |5 nat just about consuming
what & made b Dndia; 1t s about creating
lobally canypetitove products and services In
lisdia, \v\'llh-l large |mu|u[u|uuwus~ sk
sty i

Tausnchiing new natiatives. To be precise, in
the last decade, the region has witnesed o
71 per cent reduiction i vielent incidents
and an 86 per cent decrease in clvilian
deuths, while 10,754 Insusgents eschewed
violence, gave up arms and jedned the
mabnatream. With PM Modi imalsting that
meebers of has cabanet tour the noetheast,
one saw central mindsters spending over
060 nkghts i the regaon, with the Prime
Minsster himself visiting the northeast 63
e b the last decade, It s an unprece
dented effort in connecting with the reglon.
I Septermber 2024, after bong decades
of uncertalnty and conflict, the Modi goyv
e, through an agreement between
and the ATTE (AN Tripura
), ended the 35-year-long con
Ilnl I the decade that he h:llhuﬂ Primme
Mindster, Narendra Modi las successfully
workend out 12 such crucial agresments in
the northeast, bringiag 1o an end conflicts
anal separatisl mwenents which had fes
tereel for decades. The NLFT-ATTF accord
also saw the sanctloning of o 250-crore
paackage for the development of the reglon.
It took a Prachisik, belonging to the
lineuge of RSS Pracharaks who had made
Inelias northeast theie home and strove
foe a Lifethine o Integrate iL, 1o preserve
s diversities and 1 celebrate i unkjue
ness, b slve a amber of crists und delays
dopging e seglon for decades. Why com
munists, who once wielded enormous
peditieal clout in Db, i the states and
i the veglon, could do none of this, is of
course best lefl 1 the analysis and verdict
of history,
When comrade Brinda and comrade
Wijyan refer 1o “mantyrs’ it becomes o
tad tedbous o discern which “maryrs”

Grreen Initiatives which promete enew
able energy und reduce sellance on fossil
Tusd Imparts.

Together, these palicies seek 1o ensse
Trlia ks nst merely @ conssme b the global
econommy bist a prodicer and Innovatar

» Swadeshi bn the context of US"
polickes

Tl LIS huas bradlitionally been a o desti
wateon for Indian exports und professsonals.
Flawever, the taril hike and visa restrictions
should be seen s wake-up calls, They push
Tl ter dhiveersify both i3 export markets
atd s ennpl ratephes.

Intechaalogy, pl II!I!MrIIIINL nlwwalslr
energy, and defence manufacuring

Thee COVID- 19 pandemic showed how
&qlllﬂhllpplv\|ul|!~ullhl\llnlpq'lwlilulll
nnlaeky, Laridl wars can cripphe exparts. A
strng Swaiideshi base ensures Indias strate
e I|:|l||a|rh.-s~ vemaln sesilient agaial geo
\Jllluluul econamilc turbubence.
swadeshl and Indias palicy push
Prime Minister Nasendra Modi's
Atmanirishar Bharat Abbiyan s o contem
rnm}' expresston of the Swidehi ethos,
L emphasiies:
» Make bn Dadia for global and domes-
the markets
Drgital India, which empowers local
entreprenenrs and sariups. !'[.[ (Produs
o Laiked Incentive) schemes, encourag
g doanestie manufactusing in decironics,
belis, o Jeals, and sestil
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» Expaort Diversification

Trstead of overdependence on the
Lislian businesses must explore newer mar
Keets i Afraca, Southeast Asta, and Latin
America. Reglonal trade agreements, sisch
as with ASEAN, can help seduce rellance
o Wesleris sconombes,

¥ Employment shift

Tl [T wection, b depensdent an the US,
iaisd pivet towaeds Bighe-value innovation,
produst development, and donsestic oppar-
tunithes. ndias fast-growing digital econ
oy provides fertlbe grownd for this shif,

* Strengthenlng domestic
consumpion

A self-reliant India must rely maore on
s dumestic market of L4 billion rm'llx'
Strengthening purchasing power through
Inclusave developaent will create demand
Foe boscal Industraes, making them less vul
nerabile 1o forelgn policy shocks,

Secession, Strugele, and Strength

From facing abductions and killings in the Northeast to shaping peace accords today, RSS
Pracharaks embody a saga of sacrifice, resilience, and the pursuil of India’s unily and self-respect

they are refereing to, Were they releriin
mlfm.rmmhnma Swtyaniscvinks und
BIPactivists killed i Punab os in Tripura
and Kerals, under thetr pany’s rule? Do
they, for instance, thank that Modis prase
fior the RSS was an insult 1o that valiant
teacher and activist from Kerala, Sadanan
dan Master, whiose legs, compades Brinda
andd Wifayan's party cadres had chopped
olf?

=

In 1944, Sadanandan was just M when
CPIM marauders carried oul the murder
ous assanlt, But the indomitable spieit,
nexhaustible dynamism and reslute
determbnation that the RSS instils in its
Swayimisevaks saw Sacdanandan withstand
the near-fatal attack and emerge as a socl
etal and itellectual symbol and leader,

BIP Jeader and R85 Prachurak, B San
thiah, spoke for lakhs of kirpikarnas and
Swiapamseviks when he wrote that “Sadan
andan master i a symbol of Nationalist
Ressstance o inhuman Communsst ideol
oy and vialence across e globe”

Late MOS Narayanan, embnent hiso
wlan from Kerala, sightly angues in his pred
ace o E Balakrshnans suthoriative sudy
“History of the Camprienist Mavermant in
Keraia”, that “scholaes and politicians in
the capatal and other parts of India, who
have mever had the experience of living
under & Communist reghme, are usually
Unvclinad ter take the Communists at their
word, aned judge them by their lolty pro
nouncements and vigarous criticism of the
establishiment”

T communiats, MGS argues, “are
capable of creating a good Image when
they are in apposision, as long as they have
o chance of widding power, It has been
proved again and again in history that all
crities of an existing order are ot invar
alaly better than thelr opponents, and that
soune af them like the Communlats and
Fasclsts are sctually worse” MG
ot that o “romantic and uleplan view of
Communisan’ was odten seen prevalling
among, intellectuals and soclal activists
" areas which have never had the tase
of Cammunkst rule with is hidden agenda
of destroying natlonal sell-respect and
communal harmony o lmpese the partys
Dregerony”

Naturally, with their hidden agenda
of destroying natlonal sell-respect and
commamunal harmony, communists take
s an st I the RSS, s Prachnmiks
and Nuulyulms.-uwi.a. all o whon stand for
mational self- respect and natlonal wnity,
are commended,

Views expressed are pevsonal

Reimagining Self-Reliance

Rising global protectionism and US trade barriers highlight ahy ndia must embrace a modern Swoadeshi—
anchored in innovation, self-reliance, and domestic strength—to secure long-term economic vesilience

Challenges Ahead

Whike the Swaidest campaign sounds
Ideal i theory, practical challenges can
150t b Ignared,

¥ Galobal supply chaing: Many indus
triies b Jnidia salll rely oo Insported compo
s, especially from China, Completely
cutting dependence is unsealistic in the
shogl term

b Chuality and competitiveness: To s
cond, Dndlan products must match global
standards in quality and price. Swadeshi
canned become an excuse for protection
lians or saibstandard production.

Caphtal and technalogy: [ndigesaus
development requines massive Investment
I reseanch, Infrastructuse, sned human cap
Ital, Without adequate L‘ﬂlq suppart and
peivale lnvestment. pateaii vision will
remmain incomplele,

“The road abead

Swadestd, when interpreted as a call
e sebl-reliance, does not mean solation
From the world. It means strengthening
the domestic foundation so that f.,mi. can
engage witl the global sconcey with greater
basgalning power.

» Education and dills: Investient in
skl deveboprment s vital 1o convert Indiss
demagraphic dividend Inte a productive
Tarce For dnsdigenous industry

¥ Innavathon ecosyse neousaging
startups aisd R&D iy critical areas -uj- as
Al renewable energy. and biotechnology is
wecessary for global competitiveness,

¥ Public-peivate partiership: Govern
et schemes must work In tandem with
private sector Initlatives 1o scoderate the
Swieleshi push,

¥ Sustalnable growth: Swacst mus
alsr align with enviranmental sustasiabil
Iy, Busilclisy industries that are eco-friendly
will make India futare-ready,

Conclushon

Tl pecent US tasiifhikes and H-18 visa
few increases highlight sising global pro
tectimbsm, underscosing the usgency for
Tindia 1o revive the Swadeshi campaign
1ot s nostalgla, but as 3 forward ll.uuklml
economie srategy. Tocay, Swadesil means
strengthening \Tu!nulh Inchustides, gen
ernting youth eoployment, and ensuriny
Lnlias Tuture is shaped at hoase, oot abrosd,
By Blenading Swadeshi with lnnovation and
lobal competstaveness, lsdis can withstand
externial shocks and enserge as o true 21°
century sconomie powerhouse,

Views expreased are persanal
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With BNP leaning
on Pakistan

fies and JaPa
expanding
ambitiously,
Bangladesh’s
2026 election
promises
volatility more
than certainty

s

RK PACHNANDA

Uphalding
Dharma and
Rajdharma extols
the ethical duty
to safeguard
harmony, protect
the vulnerable
and ensure
equitable
welfare, as
affirmed by the
Mahabharata
and Manusmriti

Dhaka’s Political Heat

Violence, fanaticism, and political manoeuvring cast shadows over Bangladesh’s

election run-up, exposing vulnerabilities in governance and security

head of this upcoming elec-

then in }Sunglaﬁnh. amid the
prevailing turbulent times,

enough political heat is gen-

erated in the political and social fabric
of the country, and the ongoing trend
doesnl look very promising, In these
wvery colwmns, very recently, it was high-
lighted that the string of vialent hap-
penings is lashing the countr tm
angoing thread of violence, Bongobeer
Quder @ Tiger Siddiqui's Tangal house
was attacked and brotally vandalised
secenthy and the noted freedom fghter’s
cars were also torched as an actof mind-
Ress assault on g pro- e individ-
wal who s so revered. Kader Siddigui
a5 also the founder and President of the
Krishak Shramik l;ub'u:u. Liberal and
secular forces are very upset over the
alarmingly rising cases u[ Largeting of
forces opposed by the Fanatics, elearly
indicating that acts of religlous inteler-
ance are on the rie. It also baffling o
nide that the security agencles are com-
pletely muted and helpless, even though
there has beer a regine Lh.mlu fo aver
one year. and sitll, these ks not an jota of
amproverent in the law-and-order scene
of the country, s even more Mrustrating
that the arrny and Rapid Action Battal-
aon (RAB) are bvested with more pow-
ers than before, and yei IJn')- are proven
nedfective time and
Iy ansother case ||.hxlluq, vielence in
Rajbari, the grave of 2 Sufi, Nurul Hague
alias Nurul Pagla, was inlumanely dug
up, the body taken out, hurded with the
maost abusive insults, and subsequently
burned down, It led 1o violence and inju-
sies Lo many. Barlier, an organised group
of hooligans and zealots proclaiming
themselves as past of the “Tauhadi Junt;
armed with weapons and lethal objec
marched o the gravesite before de
crating it in a nost grotesque manner.

P's renswed proi

I|)|.Jr tacht support, could this happen?
The interim government should answer
this and hold someone in the security or
political establishment accountable to
revent recurrence. This is mot an iso-
ated incident of violence. It is becom-
ing a regular happening, which is highly
deplagals
Mearwhile, Octaber 17 happens o be
the death anniversary of the renowned
Sufi Satnt Labon Shah, or Labon Fagir, who
s still respected for his Sufl teachings and
n.udl[um.\ His house is perceived 1o be

This led o ) by emasny
in foreign countries, oo, including in
China, as reported by the Sosth China
Marning Post, 3 leading newspaper. Now

the question is, are the authorities com-
plicit in this act of vandalism? Without

y relighous extremists and
fanatics whe have the Ipmpumu inthe
present regime to defile i, as they have
targeted many other spots. Inlight of the

threat assessment and the rsing assaults
o liberals’ houses and grave sites, Lalons

y to Pokisten odds onother layer of umcert

howse is belng protected by a posse of

policemen in Kushtia. The
these incidents is again a trend of the
relighously zealous elements attaining
supremacy and a carte blanche mandate
tov carry out altacks on those with secular
or lberal bckgronnds

activ

es of religious
wibrant political
ings which are galloping as the
February 2026 election schedules draw
closer, Bangladesh Nationalist Party
(BNP), which is upbeat with the wishiul
thinking of assuming power in the next
electbons, is warming up to its all-time
ally, Paistan, Very recently, their lead-
ership under party Secretary General

pasence of

anglodesh's already turbslent ebection fimes

foredgn affairs, et the newly appolsted
Pakistani High Commissioner in Dhaka,
Imran Habdar, Although detalls of the
meeting have net yet been made pub-
Lic, both parties are believed to have dis-
cussed regional political developments,
Pakistan-Bangladesh bilateral coopera-
tion, and other issue: wtual inter-
eal. Such a crucial meeting happentn,
s the election in H...,lumih o Eround
the corner naturally leads to several
speculations,

Here, it muust be rederated that BNP
and Pakistan have always been close
friends, and this relationship was rein-
forced during the two terms that BNP
leader Khaleda Zia led as head of the

Mirza Fakhrul lskam Alamg

| Accom-
panied by other panty leaders overseetng

govesnment, Moreov
Rahman, whe is based in

Roots of Resilient India

PM Modi's vision of *
dharma, self-reliance,

his s Mew In
the Prime M
on his 75" birth,
O the 15* of August,
Prime Minister Modi presented the
“Paanch Pran” o five pledges for Indiss
future - the rediscovery of ancient
Indian wisdom, rooted in a tradition
where human progress was balanced
with ecological harmony. PM Modis
articulation of "One Sun, One Easth,
Ohme Giad” aind “One Easth, One Fam-

<

iy, andd One Fulisre™ i3 an exlension of

this ethd,

Thee vast repositery of anclent prac-
tices ks not confined to borders, Chug
old seriptures lke the Arthashasirg, the
Bhagavad Gita, the Vedas and epics like

the Mahabhuraie and Ramayina artic-

rafl

ulate the core principles of st
like dharmea, artha, kama and niok-
sha, while outlining the leaders duty
o upheld protection, justice. welfare
and prosperity for all subjects through
rajatharia,

Prime Minister Modi has apely
drawn from this ancient wisdom to
reshape gover nance o new hel
an innovative gov nee based on
sellless leadership focwsed on national
service for the collective good in order
Lo fster a new, strong hISiu. PM Modi
has ensured “India First” in every pul-
ey formulation and execution. 'IEL'!\'
has been a gre forward in eco-
nomic reforms, | hcare, serving the

aor, Nari Shakti, ease of doing busi-
ness, catapulting a tech-driven India,
infrastructure development, environ-
mment and sustainability, and an overall
growth in all seclors. His devotion, gt
and determination have rejuvenated
and resurged Indias unity, develop-
ment and pride of a great new India.
Inddia s a resilient econeanic and cul-
tural power on the global stay
Mlinister Modi has executed ideas from
the Arthashastna like eficient resource
management, trade promodion, o
robust econony, and knowledge-driven
governance, where leaders promote

and self-reliance through
successful initiatives like “Make in
Jmlm and “Atmanirbhar Bharat”
se reflect the Arthashastray
meh on economic sell-sufficiency
and domestic production o counter
external dependence. GST and the new
Fulwmllcml 2.0 are based on the
M's principle of Nagarik Devo By -
welfare and economic prosperity of all
Usinig the Arthashastras temet of dntel-
ligent power to fster prosperity, over

Under P e th
the making of Hew India

1,500 obsolete laws have been stream-
livsed, Removal of setrospective taxation
and repeal of the Angel tax, along with
slashing of corporate taxes, has made
Indis one of the most competitive econ-
ornies for global investors, Faceless tax
assessments have reduced harassment.
“The taxpayer base has expanded from
3B crores in 2017 to over 14 crores in
2025, Ower 1,640,000 start-ups have ere-
ated aver 17,6 kakh jobs, There has been
asurge b innovation, and the number
of patents granted has increased from
5978 i 2014-15 o over 103,000 in
2023-24. The government has liber-
alised FDI norms. The manufacturing
sector has seen unprecedented growth,
with exposts rising from $300 billion
i1 2004 1o over $450 billion by 2025,
Atmanirbhar Bharat echoes Mahab-
haratas Shanti Parva teachings on
self-reliance .md lience in times of
ce exporls crosaed
AW crore i 2022, demonstrat-
ing emphasis on s
eenbiation and preparedness. The way
Indix pubverised Pakistan exhibited that
we wre now an Almsirbiur Bharar, a
Shitsfakta Blrarat, a Swabliman Bharar,
hatrna Bharat.

PM Modi’s economic vision aligns
with the Bhagavad Girals teaching of
Nishkama (sellless action), where pol-
bcles place national interest over per-
sonal gains, This national effort has
resulted in Indias GDP growth aver-
aging 7 per cent annually, with India
as the fastest-growing economy in the
wolel. In the words of se IME, Indis is
“the oudy bright spot in (he otherwise
dark Borizon.” The seriplures empla-

sise 3 welfare-orbented econony, and
we e the woelds lasgest foad security
program, where free food grains reach
the Taet nile, where DBTS reach over
) crore people, and where there are
several welfase schemes fos the poor,

exe India,” inspired by ancient texts and values, weaves together
innovation, and global leadership as a path to national rencwal

equipment and pharma products to
several countries. And in India. over 2.2
billion doses were administered,

Chanabyas Mandala theory of alli-
amu,4...!pmg.mu.m.wh.]mfggmu-
ing our sovereignty, has been executed
with aploenb through the Neighbour-
hioed Fam and Act East polickes, the
Indian Ocean and Pacific llands out-
reach, BIMSTEC and BRICS - all with
mational tatepest as the puiding prin-
ciple. Tndias role in QUAD counters
expansdoniam, reflecting the At
shastra’ strategy of presence 1o deter
threats. The revival with China delves
inte Clsanakya's intelligent diplomacy
over conflict.

PM Modis Gyan Bharat Mission

di ipis
using Al blending tradition with
technology 1o revive heritage. Yoga's
phobal promotion has been integrated
into governance via Chintan Shibirs
- depacting seliless service in the Gira,

SE5 GVER ONE CIORE ITAnuss

This resurrection has made India a bea-

con of ancient wisdom in the modern
wintld H“I'ﬁ“l"‘l\l’“’lllu"d “"“'“‘"‘F

Swachh Bharat upholds Dhasmas

executing the Mafuibi ‘:noul?
of selfless action. PM Awas Yojana,
PM KUSUM, Saubhagya, Gram [yoti
Yojana and Jan Dhan %’;,,um. are some
aof the several welfare schemses.
Upholdinng Diaarmia and Rajdharsna
extols the ethical duty to sa d
harmaony, protect the vulnerabl o
ensure equitable welfare, as affiemed by
the Mahablarata and Manuseeriti, The
“Sabika Saarh, Sabka Vikas, Salika Vish-
wats, Sabika Prayas” mantra draws from
the Vasudhaiva Katumibakam ethos in
the Mahalherate, Public healih inia-
tives like Ayushman Bliarat, providing
free insurance cover to over 50 crore
citizens and all citizens above T years
of age, and the schemes mentioned
above prove this principle.
Educational campaigns like Berf
Bactiea, Beti Pahao reflect the Vedic
comumitment o gender equality and
knowledge dissemination, while the
criminalisation of Triple Talag aligns
with the scriptural mandate on social
reform. | ]hz‘ill and patriedic manner
i which the Prime Minister led and
navigated the cowntry with unilinching
resolve llmm%hi WOVID-19 lias been
unparalleled
Vasudhaiwa Kituesbakan took shape in
thie mast profound manser b the form
of Vieeing Madtrd, where India >.u|1rI|=J
wadines s awver 250 countries and was
the Visimaritig by supplying medical

he repeated aserion of

cleanli ethis of ublic
health and collestive ,L,WL.,E.[’[, by
busilding 12 crore todlets. The scriptures
advocate adaplation to changing thmes
~ that is, innovation - executed through
Digital India, which has connected over
25 lakh villages with broadband. UPI
handles 40 per cent of global digital
transactions. Infrastructural devel-
opment has enhanced connectivity,
ermploy ment, and economic prosperity,
as per the ancient texts. The road space
being constructed has increased from
Lk per day in 2004 te 34 kin per day
ey 136 Vande Bharat services have
been operationalised, with plans for
ADD prvire, Since 2004, B mew akrporls
hiave been operationalised, Metee Raal
has expanded to 23 cities. Since 2014,
38 Lakh ki of rural reads hive been
busill, ensuring 99 per cent rural road
conpeclivily.

By integrating the ancient time-
less pri uu,ﬁin of Dharma, Artha and
diplomatic wisdom, PM Modi has
achieved econamic development, cul-
tural revival, social justice, innovation
and global influence, The PM has trans-
formed every crisis into an epporiu-
nity for renewal. growth, d('vl.E?;mluu
and advancement. The vision of Viksit
Bhurat encapsulates this Bend, aining
b create a resilient, strong, developed
annd stable Tndia on the global ¢

Views expresied e pm.uml’

, her son Tarique

nglund, is

welieved 1o be patrenised in all
forms by the Pakistani establishment ever
since Tarigque chose 1o operate from Lon-
don, From the latest meeting in Dhaka
between the BN and the Pakistani High
Commissioner, it can easily be deduced
that their discussions hovered around
how Pakistan could extend help to the
surely, Pakistan would ke to mvest
1y possible manner 1o ensire BNP
victory in the upcoming elections. Paki-
stan wants b selze the vacuum cased by
Hasina and the Awarni League (AL) laa
vear, It also aspires to occupy that politi-
cal space by using ENP as a proxy, and s
it g, Jamaat-e-Talami (Jel) already exists
a8 2 much-pronounced pro-Pakistan
party. Pakistan further wants to make
sure that afier the pelitical decimation
of the AL, i party in Bangladesh has
any proxiemity to India. Under these cir-
cutidtances, the latest ENP meeting with
thse pew Pakistant High Commissioner
assunes huge political significance, mer-
itk close walch,

Again, on the polatical front, the fatiya
Party {JaP'a), in its Central Committee
meeting held at Rangpur recently, dis-
closed that all AL members with a clean
image are welconse to join faPa and that
they will be given tckets to contest the
February elections. This was confirmed
by the party Co-Chairesan, Mostafizur
Raluman Mustafa, He
thsat his party will field candidates in all
300 constitwencies, This revelation has
led to political ipples in Gono Odhikar
Parishad {GOP). etc., whe have been
demanding a ban on JaPa and have also
been attacking JaPa offices all over the
country through vialent means

Juddging by all these happenings, it
would appear that the country is in the
midst of a very interesting but uncertain
phase, throwing up i mlfnplu security
challenes and making the security envi-
ronment vulner: with possibly avio-
to the elections. Hence, the
: future in Bangladesh is
expected 1o be filled with exciternent and
unpredictabality.

Views expressed are personal
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Today, our security forces
have achieved another
major victory against the
Maxalites. In the Abujhmad
region of Marayanpur
along the Maharashtra-
Chhattisgarh border,

our forces eliminated

two Central Committee
Member Naxal leaders

- Katta Ramachandra
Reddy and Kadri
Satyanarayan Reddy.

Owr security forces are
systematically dismantling
the top leadership of

the Naxals, breaking the
backbone of red terror.

A Banerjee
@abhishakaitc
As we step into the
sacred days of Navratri,
| extend my warmest
greetings to everyone
across the country. This
festival is a celebration of
Shakti, the eternal power
of the Divine Feminine
and a reminder that truth,
courage and righteous-
ness always triumph over
darkness. May the divine
grace of Maa Durga
dispel all shadows,
strengthen our collective
resolwe and illuminate
our path towards peace,
prosperity and justice
for all.
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Next-Gen GST rollout
a watershed moment

he rollout of the restructured twotier Goods and Services Tax
(GET) on September 32 marks vet another watershed moment in
the history of India's tax administration. From multiple tax admin-
istrations and a plethora of indirect taxes, the country transitioned
i 2017 to a unified tax administration under the GST Council
a few products, such as petral and liquor — with a four-rate 3b
current restructured tax regime simplifies this further lnll'oduc
ing just two prineipal rates; Five per cent and 18 per cent Uitrn luxury
items will attract a 40 per cent levy, while tobaceo and related products
will remain under the 28 per cent plus cess category.

Addressing the nation on Ssptember 21, on the eve of India's month-long
festive season, Prime Minister Navendra Modi described the initiative as
the “GST Bachat Utsay' or ‘GST Savings Featival’, highlighting its poten-
tial to ease the burden on households,

The new rates ave m(pm:md to lower tax incidence on papular commaodi-
tes, enabling people to save five o 10 kt‘snl cent of thelr monthly expendi-
mure on groceries and household items. The reforms are projected to glve a
major boost to job-creating sectors such as

CG, consumer durables, automobiles, and
construction, Estimates suggest that people
could collectively save up to 225 lakh crore
from the twin decisions,

Nevertheless, the caveat is that Indians
should buy local goods, which will set off a vie-
tuous cyele in the economy encompassing con-
sumpthon, investment, uction, and job cre-
ation. In an attempt to channel the sAVings pen-
erated by lower GST' and income fax rates to
supprt industrial growth in the country, the
from the twin léng;e Il\clhmsltm |‘"ﬁd Indians to embrace

. Swadeshi, or local pr
decisians. Despite the availability nr Indian substitutes,
impaorts remain high, In the last financial year, India purchased over $500
million worth of toys and games, 3900 million worth of fruits, about 600
million each of analel nnﬁafnotwem and more than $600 million in mis-
cellanecus manulactured

Many of these items are well within the capability of dormestic producers,
Yet, and for forelgn brands continues to rise among affluent con-
A n this context, Modi's appeal was an endorsement of local indus-
try. However, he also urged Indian manufacturers to restore glory to made-
in-India products. As most people cite product quality as one of the reasons
for buying imported goods, enhancing the guality of India-made products
ia of utrmost iMportance.

Reflecting on India’s pre-colonial dominance in world trade, Modi exhort-
el entrepreneurs to work towards regaining it. In earlier times, however,
ane must note that Indian manufacturers demonatrated exceptional entre-
prensurial flair and r]s.’k-mkm- ability, supported by robust f’annl\l anid
community networks that a as informal safety nets, Today's entrepre-
newurs, however, face labilities alone, risking hnl‘ﬁ financial security and
aocial standing. If India is to reclaim its past glovy, the government must
help recreate support systems that mlllwmrlﬁ( and encourage enterprise,

Will clamour for Palestine work?

The international call for & Palestinian state has grown to an impres-

mu:lu.dlm.

The reforms are
projected to give a
major boost to
job-creating sec-
tors. Estimates
suggest that peo-
ple could collec-
tively save up to
¥2.5 lakh crore

sive list of 147 countries (of 19 in the UN fold) as the UK, Auvstralia,

Canada and Portugal recnhnlsed it just ahead of the United Nations
General Assembly which begins toda +I:e outrage over the continuing
war in Gaza that has brought about d.eelh and destruction, besides im)
ing I:unfm and starvation on a couple of million people, is the immediate
trigger for so many allies of the USA coming forward now to recognise a
home for the Palestinians whose cause for a homeland has been a
cally just one.

The political messaging is strong in this right now but the UN Security
Councll, which must ratify such a move, is unlikely to be ever allowed to
recognise Palestine state! =0 long as larael, with the help of Jewish

wer controlling the US veto, is able to block it And the Israeli Prime
linister I!enjamh: Netanyahu, who is dead against the propasal, is com-
mitted to doing everything he can to make statehood an impossible propo-
aitlon, esca]alﬁag the war as he has alveady with desertification of the land
in and around Gaza City,

The Palestinians’ cause is justified conaidering how they were promised
nearly half the eeritory when larael was created in 1947, and they came
close enough to recognition after the Oslo Accord in 1966, But subsequent
wars and the Gaza strip's recent history with Hamas, as a known instru-
ment of terror, gaining a robe in administration by wlnnmh the Gaza polls,
has led to the cause of the long-suffering people not belng recognised.

‘Palesting’ satisfies the statehood mcom]llou criteria of a permanent pop-
ulation, defined territorial boundaries even if they have loat 10 percent of
their land since 1967, & Eovernment in !ﬂam and the ability to conduct
international affairs. The rest of the world wants the conferment of state-

in their pursuit of a long sowght after two-state solution that should,
im theory, bead to a more peaceful coexistence of Jews and Arabs,

1f this symbolic call for recognition at least leads to the renewal of the

‘)ence process and a cessation of hostilities by srael and release of remain-

;. hostages by Hamas, it would have achieved something. It is, howewver,

burden of Palestinian history that it should suffer one of the most hawk-

Ish Laraeli regimes in Tel Aviv with a leader who will continue to refuse to
yield so long as the USA backs him,

istori-
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Why, in the RSS’

Golwalkar's speeches,
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n Swayamsevak
ebrating its cerite-
epic successes in Lhe
cullum t:‘ll]lulal and, especial
familiar with
m'ganmtlnu the font of Hindutva
but unclear about what it
zpecll‘lcs]ly atamds for might benefit
from this columm, The RES' longest-
bef (X5 vears; 190-1073) was
M5 Golwalkar. Two books are attrib-
utesd to hie. of which one is disowned.
oLghts, 1s the
subject bere and we will examing what
it says. It's not 8 book in the sense that
it's & written work, bat a mmmla‘l:lmnf
Imterviews

excerpts theveof, This Eives ita jumpy

A e

Bharat Bhushan

ashimiri leader
Mohammad
Yasin - Mallk,
orsee the toast of
ndia's palitical
elite, is today a pariah fac-

ing a double sentence
for his alleged “terrorist”
activities.

The Hational

Investigative Apency
(NIA) has appealed 1n the
Dedhi high court to convert
Malik's life sentence 1o the
death  penalty,  Malik
argued his own cases for a
while in the trial court
after his first lawver died
during the Covid-19 pan-
dernic, but later refused to
rtickpate in the trial.
ml;mhﬁclug the
inevitability of ocertain
death, he has written his
last testament — & sipned
and verified affidavic that
his been submitted fo the
Dedhi high court. Malik is
not contesting the NIA's
1. He has resigned
himsalf o death, having
offerad, he paknts out inhis
affidavit, his “istikchara
Rlay\cl seekmg Eubdance
o God for his decision
and accepting his fate in
[T i(?'.
Malik's jourmey, fram a
militant to an interlocutor
for peace, and subsequent-
ly to a “terrorist”, veflects
Indigs  strategic  pelicy
shifts, from engagement to
securitisation in Jammu
and Kashmir (J&K). Malik,
aceording to his affidavie,
was used as an instrument
by the Indian State and
then cast aside as a labili-
I

y.-um- he denounced
anmed struggle for

the chief of J&K Liberation
Front by declaring a uni-
lateral ceasefire in 1994,
successlve udian povern-
ments used Malik as a
bridge with the Kashmiri

itists.

ranted bail
several militancy related
cases (now revived after 15
yearsh, issued an Indian
passport and sent as an
emissary te start a dia-
logue both with the sepa-

we don't realise our natural status.

with the Muslim

only way out was to be cou
enough to declare & unitary type

able communithes in this land, and lﬂs‘;
naticmals of this eounl
Savarkar's Hindu :ﬁnma'hlu Wis

wml:ﬁ in ance Imvhlgsﬁznmd a resolu-
ulidn't give up

its naﬂmuﬂt ition by holding talks

L e, {ul lmhe%dask

the Hindu Mahasabha to do s,

eeded equal position to the Muslins and

‘was & perversion af the reality that India
was wholly and only a Hindu Raslitra,

Federaliam was a problem and the

ernment by amending the Constitution.
The country was one, the people wers
ome, and therefore Tndia ought to have

rvatists  and  Pakistan,
Prima facie, Malik's #2-
page affidavit shows that
the charges under which
he has been sentenced
not stand scruting. They
relate 1o the NIA cases
against him the over
three-decade-cld — TADA
cases againat him in the
CHI court i Jammu are
separate and ongoing. The
main charges by the NIA
imclude funding stone-pelt-
ing after the death
Burhan Wani and receiy-
ing money from  Hafiz
Saeed  of  Lashkare-
Tayyaba,

I\mk points out that he
was arvested barely half an
hour after Burhan Wani's
killing by the security
forces, His name also does
not figure in any af the Ak
odd FIRs in the main and
supplementary stonepelt-
ing chargesheets. The
charge was mate againat
Dk after a gag of over twa
years, when he was arrest-
ed after the government’s
uhmgulinua Articles 370

A of  the
Dammutm which ended
J&K's special status, The
accusations appear to be
an afterthought.

Sumilarly, Malik's affi-
davit also podnts out ineon-
sistencles in the ledger
details of hawala operator
Zahoor  Almad  Watali
used to charge him for
receiving Ha 15 kakhs from
Hafiz Saeed.

The ledger shows that
Sased nl]ﬁed]‘y sent the
maney to Watall on May 1,
2015, However, i the same

v, Hs s Were
delivered to Malik a month
earlier, on April 7, 2005,
from a source ow named
by Malik

Despite these anomalies
i the evidence, they were
not taken into account by
thve court. Insteacl, the pros-
ecution er isedd Malik
having met Hafiz Saeed,
Pakistani leaders and
Kashmiri  militants i
Pakistan; colluding with a
Pakistani handler called
“Pervez Ahmed”, etc. In

God!

This  This unigue offeri

FEWER FLIGHTS AND
SOARING FARES.

timses individuals rose to unravel the
:fyxterhz af human nature, the “science
Golwalkar savs Jesus aaw

Saum and the Prophet met Gabelel It
wasonly in India that sages actually saw
‘Westerners, no matter haw much
thery understood the science of matter,
were bnosant of the schence of apirit,
ng was under threat

a3 Himdus were ahandanin

Malik's journey,
from a militant to
an interlocutor for
peace, and subse-
quently to a “ter-
rorist”, reflects
India's strategic
policy shifts, from
engagement to
securitisation in
Jammu and
Kashmir (J&K).

slwrt, what Malik claims
are events and processes
relating to his role as an
Imterlocutor to start a dia-
logwe with Pakistan and
the Hashmiri militants.

Malik's Vit
painstakingly details how
I each instance cited, he
was acting an the direction
and advice of highly-
officials  of
Intellipence Bureau
of them named i the affi-
davit, including the I offi-
cer who requested him to
meset Haftz Saeed and the
Pakistani leaders, The
then director of 1B is
named as the one who cre-
ated a fake email [D in the
name of one  “Pervez
Ahmad” (described by the
MNIA as Malik's Pakistani
handler) o allow him to
communicate with Malik
on Teack-Il efforts for dia-
logue with the Kashmiri
militants,

Malik's affidavit records
Iiks meetings with the then
national security adviser
Brajesh Mishra, current
MSA Ajit Doval {then spe-
chal director of 1B}, the gov-
ernment's  interlocutors
with Pakistan — eminent
Journalist BE. Mishra and

niia's

diplomat Satinder
Lambah, hame ministers
Rajesh  Pilot and P,

Chidambaram and six
Prime Ministers, includ-
ing Vishw: anath Pratap
Singh,  Inder  Kumar
Gujral,  Atal  Behari
Valpayee and Manmohan
Singh, discussing  with
them ways and means to
bring peace to Jammu and
Hashmir,

The affidavit is not a plea
fior elemency. It s a palii-
cal scri[! consclously
crafted. Even though i
may seem rambling, quot-
Img poetry and often quite
emational, if e ks executed
it will earn him a place in
Kashmir's history of resis-
tance.

tive but unpanimous. |
sounds disjointed and ramh]mg. it's
becanse that's how Bunch of Thoughts

By emphasising both his
role as a peacemaker
Tetrayed ard his voluntary
embrace of an impendir
death sentence. he wi
claim a unbgue position
distinet from other figures
of vesistance before him,

like Maqhool Bhat, Afsal
Guru ard Burhan Wani, as
Ise el E\nmne}y becoe a
Ganidh chooging the

path of
HI! nﬁ]m is & message
1o three conatituencies

the Kashmiri people, India
and the intemational cons-

his

5 4

martyr for the Kashmir
cause, a peacenik betrayed
Ty Tndia and someons who
oecuples the high moral
ground by embracing
demh rather than seeking
mErey,
To other Indians, he
demonstrates the contra-
dictions of their govern-
ments, and upends the nar-
rative of the NIA to prove
that if he is guilty then so
are the politickans, intelli-
gence afficers and the secu-
rity establishment that

him as an interlocu-
tar,

embracing death, he
underlines the injustice of
‘the Indian State iy m)dl:ﬁ:
a peace-seeker to the gal-
lows.

His message to the inter-
national community will
pakie lsdes in India's narra-
thve on Kashimir, highlight-
ing India's double stan-
dands (negotiating peace
with the Maga insurgents
but denying the same
process 1o the Kashmiris)
and  questioning  the
Tumean rights optics as the
vietim of a doplicitons
Lrudia,

Malik's is a classic case of
a moderate militant keadey
being brought into the

peace process tactically
.-md then sidelined once the
State becomes confident
and stranger. His affidavic
Isa briltiant political scllpt

if he lives, he will forew
er be the symbal of Imim 1
Tetrayal, deterring  the
lesders of other imumon

H-1B WORKERD
ABROAD RUSH
BACKTOTHE US.

Was Yasin Malik used and
betrayed by Indian State?

RECURRING TRAGEDY

Floods have become a recur-
ring tragedy in many parts of
our country, bringing large-
scale destruction of liv
property, crops and infrastruc-
ture. While floods are n,
disasters, their intensity is
worsened by defouunnon
poor drainage sys
encroachment on riverbanks
and inadequate flood man-
agement policies. Protecting
our nation fram such d
is achievable by constructi
strong embankments, pro-
moting afforestation, improv-
ing urban drainage

thy controlling
ts near water-
Additionally, establ
rly waming
significantly mi
damage.

Altaf Hussain

Mumbai

'I'IIII'I.E WHAMMY

Daniakd Trump's latest
rnlelgn policy moves spell a triple
whammy for India. Firse, by lifting US
sanctions an Iran, he boosts Tehran's

even as New Delhi banks oo
Ch ar port for Central Asian aocess.
Second, he  wanis o veclaim
Ay nu:m'_;!}?:ﬁlam alrhase from the

ihan ing a fresh American
foctpeint on India's vulnerable westerm
flank, while resetting military ties with
Pakistan. Third, his administration las
impeaed @ 610,000 o ot niew H-1B visa
applications, While Mr Trump frames
these steps as cmluu?. China and keep-
ing taha an Pakistan's wuclear arsenal,
the fallout narrows India's strategic
roam o manceuyvre, complicates its
vegional diplomacy and strikes at s
highly-skilled falent,

Narula
Patiala

ASTRONOMICAL LOSS

THE RECENT partial sobar eclipse,
though invisitile in India, has ance again
lighliphted owr society's neglect of scien-
tifie awareness. While the warkl marvels
at such celestial events, in cur country

¢ e often grested with superstition

misirdormation, Schools arsd univer-
sities shoull have selzed this momsent o
organise lectures or lvestreams, but
silence prevailed. In a nation that dreams

«ches from stal
sponsored peace pmcess.
and if e dies, he will live
a8 a martyr in Kashmir's
huistary.

The writer is a senior

Jowrnaliss based fn
New Delly

ual in ather ways also. Democrac:
:ﬁqﬂn\\m becanse {ls 2

welided] experts

and preferved politicians, Panchayats
waorked best when run on caste lines, to
IEIPIEEILI the interests of soclety as a

hode, Elections shoulkd unlhe eompeti-

i this

view, the nation &,
must be governed
by ‘Hindu thought’

and sporadic feel, but it's worth going

through 1 nonetheless, What follows is
your columnist's representation of
Godwalkar's views, in as unblased a
fashiom as is possible.

Golwalkar says the RSS called itself
the Rashn*la‘dS\\ayamsevak Sangh and
not the Hindu Suwnmvs ngh.
This was because “Rashtriya” |mlural'l?'
means Hindu. and so the word “Hindu*
need not be used. The first RSS head,
Keshay Hedgewar, had said “If we use
the ward Hindu it will mean we consid-
er aurselves only as ane of the lnnumer-

only a single government and a single
legialatre. Executive authority coubd
e distributed, but legislative authority
should be one and not devalved to the
states, Cme cendral ature for
whole af the country should satisfy the
demands of democracy,
India was bal in the world as it
offered ng nobody el
and that was “Hindu th ", The
excellence of Hindw thought was that it
alone knew somsething about the nature
o thee soal, This could be proved because
it was cnly in India that from ancient

thelr  was put together).
ancient wisdoms. [t was the R8S which Indlin was & nation from the oceans to
must revive them within India and mwmla{ax just the edge of the
organise Hindu society. 1t would dothis — mountaing heﬁgmﬂ them, which 5
s Eﬂ reversing thhﬁmatweredalmehg why the ancients had places of pilgrim-
- lindus. Progressive societies were per-  age (Kailash Mansarovar) on the north-
missive, They led to licentious behay-  eim side, making thess regions “our live
bour with res to sex, focd, drinks, b ary", Tibet was tI)e abode of the
fannily 1ifi free social intercourse,  gods and the Hl.md.u epica a.'lm Bive
These things did not produce Hindus

ness, The individual must numume
himself into the hrfr nation, else the
sockal fabric u'ml]ni dﬁtmyed. This
was what lasophy promoted
mdl]\atu.as ulmx woukd make Hindus

ﬁ Hindus did not have this special
ndu knowledge; only some dni
”“‘”“ﬁ"m D Ebienat Mokl e
l
literate would not serve
pose use this special klwhdse
would still be absent. People were

Burma, lran and Lanka, Bharat M.a:a.
for thousands of years, had d
arms in the two seas, from Iran tn
S!Ifﬁpﬂl‘? with 8ri Lanka as a lotus
affered at her sacved feet, “Bhoomi
pmja.n wis done as the entire earth
was sacred, but Bharat Mata was
maosat sacred. She needed iotal devotion.
iaelcud nat engagement through the mbel
Partition was unacceptable as it was

nat a division of between
hrothers: ang dneau't%l?t']l?[’:‘gue's moth-

can
3 rernain a matier of
mation? Until cor
instinuions weat astronamy as a tood of
wonder aned edlucation, we shall furever be
edipsad not by the moon, but by igno
rance,

we afford to let ecli
fear rather than

Md Hasnain
Muzaffrpar

ar a8 settlement, The concept of Hindu

R.anhu'awsmta nese bundle of polity
cal and eponomic rights. It was essen-

thally ewltural, and not llJchw

It rgrea!ed itself o h%’r

realisation of God: a

not an idol ar lmma‘rem]

Peaple Are Our God" is what lI)e
ancients had said. But ﬂbey hadn't

mesnl all aur Ramakrishna
mlf?l!p‘alm Vivekananda

.usd_ Semnmn". But man in the sense
T o e lehy i
) t sl an Al th
gl’hahl limitations, “Man" heretrmml
nniyme Himgdu p X il
not use the word “Hindu™ but they did
say in the Rig Veda thar the sun and
moan are his eves, the stars and 3kle|1
created from his navel and Brahmin
the head, King the hands, Vaishya lI)e
thths and Shudra the feet. The peiple
had this four-fold arrangement
umﬂ-cd. Bervice toand worship of this
E.aﬁ&deﬂl)edmlywum:ermem
There 1s move, and we will take it up
ancither day,

The writer is the chair af Amnesty
International India,
Twirter: ioankar patel
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It's time to reckon wi

\Y%

ththe seven

ugly sins of artificial intelligence

Each of them poses a clear and present threat but the vise of A shouwldn't make ws gloomy if the world manages to regulate it

NILESH JASANI
s a Singapore-based nnovation investor for
Genlnnov Pte Ltd

are roaring. So much so
beyond the cheers of bulls, all
ane hears are the roars of bubble
o, capital spending
intechnology is at record leve
thanks to the rise of AL Weare
believers in innovation and think the long-term
uul"urm-mlllh paositive. But Baith canmot be blind-
5. This is nod a erisis of faith; itis a demand for
-.Ighl. today's Ignoring risks would
be the greater sin. To help track those risks, here
are the ‘seven deadly sins’ of AL Each isreal,
present and must be reckoned with.
FPride—Hutwizofthe mackine age W
the machine a volce. It s
some believe it is by ,,,mmn-fmfm 1 thotag hl The
true &in s not this pi »helief, but the |n|h|u per-
i olute certainty that leaders
“EOs whoonoe urged o
Imets for roads and
hospitals are trimmed and non-Al private spending
|-.pmm<l musch isbeing sacrificed at the altarof AL
rmuur.ll‘-.ul\r kst wear to justify all
bt tf

um W
ryone knows innovation projectscan
Fail. Autonomous driving will not be Jh-rfml[ul
years. Cl llk)‘\‘hl”(.llb\
b broad, i
rivals, But the market does not reward n
demands cony
project a faith with no room for doubt. So every
stumble will be called a fall and the leaders of this
age will walkwith a target pdnned (o theirbacks,
Gireed—A maria that folfows e moey: A
the largest capital magnet in technology, and greed
seerns o have been given o new name: innovation.
Startups are noloager born of vision, but built for
acquisition. Their goal is not to create the next
Facebhook, but be snapped up for g money, even [
isider rounds inflate valuations for the inexqualit
handful of corpor:
on a planetary sci
developing

oal is often togr.
But ihe more d
misis Here

anee it
bom. Those putting in billions

replaces logi

eachcompetingto|

while le
internal
sionsw.

Inve
The ganis m
poorly verted dat

le,

-n the bigger: \Ik’lh[]h‘l\( W
.muunmm Atech glant :nn-xl\hlllmn-‘ i
ner, which then p.
services, Investment is booked 3 -.nf\\-kllh'..h'km'l\d
i b eating its o tail.
The 2008 crisis reborn in the cloud? Could be.
Countless cansense it. Iffortunes turn, the sages
ol deoom will be those who happen to speak the
lowdest the day before reversals begin.
Ligst—Evtresism of the crowded stage: Tobe
heard now recuires a shout . Sothe lust is no longer
fior participa e And in
erowded the
‘extremism. Among optimists, exe

like value inv

environme
complete.
hiunger that s
records. A hidde
Be

scutives propose

SHAURYA DOVAL & SAKSHI ABROL

oracountry slated tocontribute about
o global growth (IMF)L one would
expect India to be abuzz with private
enterprises placing bold bets on its future.
Instead, the numbers speak otherwise: pub-
lic capital expenditure doesthe heavy lifting
while private investments remakn muted.
Ower the past decade, India's investment
mix has seen ups and downs, Public invest-
ment, especially in infrastrocture, transport
and energy, has risen to a quarter ul'grus.-.
fived capital formation (GFCF);
investment accounts for the rest ||f[hh||.l|.|L
but the share of ite invest-
menit has been in decline. 1t has fallen
a peak of #1% in 2015-16 to & current
Household investments are important too.
Mumbers alone hardly tell the full story.
For every stalled factory floor, there's 3
startup in Bengalura rewriting the. ruk—.uf
global technology. For every corporate
ance sheet welghed down by old de hl.
there's arenewable energy project securing
world-class financing. The story of priv

are, respectively, director and
visiting fellow at Pahle india
Fourdation.

meonshiots not from visien, but from vanity. Their
.|hhu:ucllmnr.nhul than mnuulr

aint the darkest future,
Eney—Resentiment of the evcdiides

order has Al teams on top, some of which act like

overlords receiving disproportionate budgets

v i for data. The modern world hosts a new
ich versus the d.
ions hold proprietary data
with startups, rese
itioms befit out. This enyy
political force be hind an arms race
parameters and petaflops. Then, there
ofthose inthe market who missed the
stors and non-Al businesses
Caluttony— The pnconstrabeed feest: AT IS not just
needs o factory. Data centr
steel mills, but their hunger is for elect
water. This physical feast is straining the power
gridsof entive nations. [t's like taking out an

ppretite s for human labour.

uil the eurtain of automation is an ammy of fowr i

labelling data and fAltering toxic content. The

Woath

ofaworldil

Thenew Al

ved. This sows
tire profes-
porate. The deepest

rehers and
snowageo-
measured in

5 the envy
Twave

oneintothe

are ita
ity and

uto-
i3, an endless
hted works and private

1o have

likely redeem itsalf, eve
5 sins. Ina world being remade, those who
anly chronicle the sinsof its creation
a hand inwriting the laws of its future.

ISTORCPHOT

machine's intelligence needs invisible human toil.
Idata centres are overbuilt, job losses may follow.
— Thhe blade that fuerses bk Influenti;
advocates of ALhave held forth en perpetual job
lom as abenefit, but based on a few carefull
ected data-points from his
at may nolonges
can be asword that does net unite, but divide. The
impact of Alon jobs could canse social instability.
It is a double-edged sword, creating some jobs
while disrupting potentially m

Sloth—The atraphy of governanee: The final sin is
the quictest, [t begins with the individual:
engineer wholets Copilot write code he. cannot
debug, or the doctor who trusts an £
instead of his own diagnosia. This is deskilling, not
efficiency. This individual sloth creates fragile sy
but the worst sloth o
in agreat abdication of gover
overwhelmed by the pace of change, accept the Al
industry’s self-pledges
atrophy of oversight lets ether sins flourish.

Thhe Al wdreel i i wiotion: These sins could lead
1 opposition camp. praying for the
Bt that mistakes the possibility

winter for the end ol

may not getan entively free run, a big wheelisin
masticn. Alis a battlefeld of geopolitical vivalry. So
aglobal regulatory clampdown could slow it down,

.. Thisisa dream
exist. Technology

L the

readout

be institution:
nce. Lawmakers,

substitute for law. This

the end, the ¢

“hine age will
asit isheld accountable

ot expect

THEIR

Private corporate investment must flicker back to form

vestiment, then, is nod just one ofgaps, but
of potential waiting to be unlocked. Which
s why the conversation must move beyond
asking, “Why isn't pital flowing in™
Instead. we should ask, "Where should capi-
tal flow Fer maximum gain®
Toanswer this, we must sketch asectoral
pcture—where investivents have gone and
where they must ;L,c: next. He and

M-
[.ll[unmlmn consistently accounting for
about 22% of total investment. Trade, trans-

port and services have been i

5, Bt the fip-
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India’s growth
engine is likely
to start roaring
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Trump’s H-1B visa fee hike has
dealt a blow to young Indians

The world s biggest vouth cohort cant afford fewer opporiunities

O !
ANDY MUKHERJEE
Is 2 Bloomberg Opinlon columnst covering
Industrial companies and financial services
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vshard to say what US President Donald

Trump's extraordinary attack on immi

gration will mean for the future of
techdominance. What's clearer, however,
Esthe immediate challe e : hehascreated
vs after he wished his friend
endra Modi a happy 75th hirthd;
ans secount for more than 70% of all
H-1E vi A steep S100,000 entry fee,
paid by emplovers, for every foreign
worker entering the US under the pro-
grammme will effectively gut it, forcing lange
Infosysto

What shonld worry the Indian govern-
ment moge is how the new mule is being
implemented Introduced on 21 September

trave] vestriction. it had the AP

the “punishment’ that Trump has meted
out toa staunch ally in recent months,

i 50% duty on merchandise
New Drelhithat
ariffwas being doubded
hecause its purchases of Russian oil were
helping to finance Viadimie Putin's warin
Ukrain ungul‘l}-mn-l\ lost access to
its biggest ¢ market for textiles,
;.l-m-..mcl)rm-llvn shrimp-farming and
other labour-intensive industries, India
was hoping to soften the blow with a tax cut
For domestic consumers, lined up tocoin-
clde with this we start of the annual
Hindu festive se: i
onwhite-collar ta

Jent seem to have poured
eold water on that mitgation strategy too.
Trump's move left many middle-class

Indian families in extreme anxiery over the
weekend. H-1E visa holders who were
owerseas on work or holiday were told by
their emplovers to make it back before
12:00am Eastern time on 21 September.
Those whe filed to beat the deadline could
getstranded indefinitely. Or theirspouses
and children might.

By the time White House Press Secret
Karoline Leavitt clarified that the entry.
s a one-time payment, which would only
apply to the next H-18 lottery and not to

v
rently in the U8 would ask companies to
move them elsewhere. But where

The US tech and finance indusiries have
at least a couple of options besides mass
relocation of foreign-bom talent. They
could challenge the legality of the entry
fee. They could also seek carve-outs. Sili-
con Valley and Wall Street could. for

porate balance sheet
zation and resilient demand,
these should facilitate s
investment, aided by a supportive policy
envirenment that features GST and other
reforms, While the private sector has been
investing in sectors like ofl and gas, power
wtomobiles, lifting
‘s total investment
2 of GO

as in other fast-growing
Aslan economies—will
require ensuring capital
Aows to sectors with the

ising capacity utili-
ther,

It's a tricky time lor America to repel India
from its geopolitical orbit. m

et forelgners with
“ollege STEM degrees. Hospitals that
H-1B to ease a shortage of doctors
lso make a strong case to retain cost-

Other strategies also seem possible.
Recent research shows that when faced
with shocks to the H-1B programme in the
past, emplovers substituted talent with
“tions. They stepped up acquisi-
articularly of small local targets in
pl high concentration ofskilled
workers, Ifvisa restrictions prevent acom-
pany from hiring the kind of manpower it
needs, it abways find similar talent—
foredgn-horm o local—at another business,
which itean then acquire

For Inadia, the problem is much bigger,
By adding services toatrade war that New
Dhelhii didn’t see coming, Tramg may have
done more than shave off a few percentage
points from outsoarcing frms’ marngins
quarter-century of closer political align-
ment with the US had a solid economic
foundation. Just as the likes of Apple
hiedped turn China into the world's fectory,
large LI \ﬁm\-.pm]wﬂulhx soft-
That business model
5 v fac n existential threat from
:wul'lc'ul intelligence (Al Generative Al
may be making top programmers more
produ y
entry-level jobs

s tme, LS Law-
makers are considering legislation that
would impose L0n ATerican com-
panies for paymments mace to forelgn work-
ers for services consuneed in the 1
What makes the latest targeted punish-
et by the Trump administration doubly
ous s that its taking place sgainsta
backdrop of high youth unemployment
vl unrest in neighbouring countries like
i Lanka, Bangladesh and now Nej
It's atricky time For W wlum:nmlun-;hl
Indlia from its geopolitical orbit, and totake
away opportunities from the world's big-
gest cobort of youth—one by one.
Inatelevised address on Sund
aruck an optimistic note. The reductbon in
the GST from Monday “will accelerate
India's growih story,” he said. However,
withwagesunder threat for both blue- and
white-collarwaork

)
. Trump's actions may have
{that.

For I , cotnbining Korea's e fficiency
ingapore's risk-sharing could drive
investment in green tech, quantum
health-tech and advanced manul
Government funds can offer pati
and validation, while nudging private inves-
tors to scale up. But capital alone is not
enoagh. We needa sharper R&D thrust. ini-
ed by the government but propelled by
private enterprise. At0LE5% of GDF, India’s
RA&D spend laj SI268%) and South
Korea's {5.21%). Through better tax incen-
streamlined patents and stronger uni-
versity-industry linkages, Isdia can steer

lm;.-1-(Ig\-|.4|\.|h|l|l\ .m(l\.llm chainupgra-
dation to position India a5 a global innova-
o Bl not just a manufacturing ba

Why does this matter when public capex
1550 high? Because public investiment can-
not substitute |m ate dynamism. Every

private investment are once private highest multiplier effects.
Instructive. South Korea To accelerate priv
channels #4% of its invest - dynamism steps imvestment. we can adopt
ment through privi R = South
ks, while Australia, Japan up itsrolein two-tier  fund
and the US maintain G pled venturec
Bi¥-plus, China, despite the economy ital deplos

its state-led model, has a by calibeating incentives for
much higher GFCIF at 4 Toth mega- 1 1 small

of GOP, compared to India's 3%, trans]
[0L% i.‘HFhl“ un maTe investment each year,

vate share of ( s prool
misms work. S&P Global's
upgrade of India's sovereign rating to BEE
reinforces the point: a large domestic eco
omy with cushions forshocks, healthier coe-

ting

enterprise vehicles, Unlike India's by
fund-of-funds model, Kore.
ufl'vJ-.l.uletll\-,u.f_\lLl.ol\.md(.u

advantages.

Singapare’sco-investment approach—where
s stat i

run Temaselk takes ea
v sunriss sectors—worksless as

sidy scheme and more as a signalling de

rupesspent or power lines ere

ates conditions for nmlupk rupsees of private
investment—factories along corridors, stan-
ups leveraging digital infrastructure and
exporters tapping new markets. Without
private participation, the multiplier e fect
weakens, Thesooner it flickers back to form,
the louder India's growth engine will roar.
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Stay alert to turbulence
on India’s external front

An H-1B visa barrier that squeezes tafent supply to the US could join other forces to put our

balance-of-payments at some extra risk. Capital controls may need to tighten temporarily

ereisanumber that Indian plan-
ners, economic administrators
and central bankers would do
well to remember: $124 hillion.
It should perhaps be imprinted
onall policy documents hence-
forth. As the global economy enters a new era
of volatility and unpredictability that includes
acomprehensive reset of commercial relations
and networks, an unprecedented bout of flux
has begun to convulse all individual econo-
mies. Multiple wars—both conventional and
unconventional —have added another layer
of complexity that shows nosign of an early
resolution. India, as a key member of the global
polity, has also been struck by this tsunami. It
threatens to worsen our existing problems of
endemic unemplovment, slow household
income growth and stagnation across signifi-
cant parts of the economy. The latest US salvo
on H-1B visas, on top of the irrational tariffs
imposed earlier, is likely to squeeze the flow of
Indian talent to the US, though the severity of
its impact is vet to be ascertained. Butitishere
that the sum of $124 billion assumes primacy.
As our net inward personal transfers during
2024-25, including worker remittances,
this amount plaved a big role in keeping our
current account deficit down to a comfortable
0.6% of GDP last fiscal vear.

India tops the global league tables of remit-
tance earnings. As our domestic economy
grows, so willits interface with foreign econo-
mies. This hasa direct impact on our external
account; closer engagement with the global
cconomy amplifies the risk of an off-kilter
balance of payments (BoP')—comprising both
current and capital accounts—as trade, invest-
ment and other flows can vary widely. There is a

butthel

multiple fi

degree nfme\ itability around India’s BoP vul-
or example, we have little flexibility

apital goods, active

pharma ingredients and bullion; this tends to
widen our trade deficit whenever export
growth slumps. In parallel. though. our dias-
pora has powered a boom in remittance inflows:
from $107 billion in 2023-24 to 5124 billion in
2024-25. These come from various countries,
s our largest source and its new
barrier will get in the way of that growth.
India’s external account. thus. is exposed to
more risk even if all other variables that impact
the Bol stay the same—whic
from imports, we have some other inela
items that make BoP management tricky.
Indian companies on a growth path will want
loans from overseas to keep their interest bills
low, forinstance, or use supplier credit lines for
capital expenditure to expand their capacity.
Foreign portfolio investors. meanwhile, have
been losing their appetite for Indian assets.
Even foreign direct investment has been drving
up, with our net inflows last year dipping below
the S1-hillion mark. All this presents the central
bank with a sort of a fait accompii: the need to
tighten capital controls. Ifaction is taken, it
must not inhibit routine fund transfers, like div-
idends sent to overseas shareholders or forei
investors repatriating the sale proceeds of local
assets. s ambit should be confined to Indian
citizens and companies that send money abroad
under liberalized outward remittance schemes.
India Inc, which has shown arising propensity
toinvest overseas despite being lavished with
=
rates, may rediscover opportunities back home,
But it should be made amply clear that these
curhs are only temporary.
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IBC reform: Let us also consider
preventive insolvency processes

The idea of creditor-fed resolution is well meaning but we need newer options for value protection

Lot —~

AMOL BAXI

|5 wisiting fellow at the Research and
Infarmation System for Developing
Canlintrias, Mew Delhl.

heintroduction of a creditor-led

rmlim.r—::nl_\' ini
operative trigges
ey stages may
challenge.

Unlikethe IBCs u~.ual mnrs.mlo

u.,-n'mc-mmn[mlMllllmrt-
towards a time-bownd re
days extendable b
limited o 1
given today
The bill aL\o ligns with the Wiarkd
insolvency model that
encourages countries to have an out-of-
court mechanism, although the CLRP is
a hybrid. A CLEF may be initiated with
the approval of 51% of creditors (by debt
valuel, with the corporate debior given
time torespond. Then, aninsolvency
professional (IF) isappointed. The
berard stays i place, but the [P can
attend meetings and veto resolutiens,
Fora moratorium
be made to e a
which approves the final resolution
L] CLRF can be converted toa
CIRP under certain circumstances,
Ttisalso important to understand
what the CLRP ks not. It is not strictly

ke vale protection a

kgl which is helpful
fjudicatory level delays.

wout-of-court; it Is a hybri echanism
that combines out-of-court and formal
reorgani zation methods (for legal sanc-
tiiy). The CLEPis not 'pre-packaged
insolvency' either. It is also not an early-
-lap,fpmw ntive device that applies
Formal resolution processes (with a
Timited court role) to an enterprise that
Ynlahl\.

Extant mechanizms do not provide
corporate debtors many avenues o
initiate pre-default solu
I.esmm,mmmln[::nmalmlhiun.-.klm,

falue erosion typically begins well
technical insolvency. and infor-
ion asymmetry implies that debtors
I.mh(--.l placed to sssess their sol-

~<u1:s| ate
oy
This reform, while aiming for quicker
Tesoltion, Fkses smne CONeerns o

how much value recove
Hm‘ ACLRP can only
1 ot cory
whowill reguuire the
rooperation ofthe debtor,
b could prove challenging

s have
either. The IBC
does let corporate debtors initiate a
CIRP (uipesn tkl’aulu bt it has been
The
-, pml\dmln' for MSMEs 15 under-
used. Among mon-1BC selutions, the
In-uwnl':llrm]gmm-m (under the
1) is considered too com-

Ci

priscess means the debtor rishs it being
eonverted intoa regular CIRP (through
avote among creditors or court order).
B e the corporate debtor getsa
her, a CIRF may boom. This rowte
end updelaying an inevitable
CIRP, causing further value loss.
rt, the CLEF's initlation criterion is
it by the corporate debtor also
wl\(-l1(1 test). However

aiften quite Late by then. | II‘Iw Reserve
Bankof India's (RED prodential guidee-

lines for lenders acknowledge that

“default is a lagging indicator.” While
defaulisdetermine reclassifications of
Toan quality, the regulator encourages
ks to aceounts proactively.
Lastly, onaccount of the court's role.
Timited though it us, the new process

napglicatien must
djudicating authority,

wonld be just as vulnerable to delays as
the CIRF, which tends to erode value, as
the longer reselution takes, the less
beexpected out ofit. The court
rele in some important phases {ifa CD
whjects to initiation, for example, and
resolution plan approvall. While the bill
cribes anadjudication timeline and
ia, the process may face prolonged
appeals. Similar concerns exist for other
adjudicating-authority approvals.
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ex ﬁ!l dc-h‘[ restructuring. The RE]
framework, also default-based, has seen

moderate suee
mends early a
itis meant for the b

i sector and
ial creditors.

native res . Indiashould also

Nil]nltlt‘rj]l’t“l entive insolvency mecha-

nisms fior |'||I1:||1u'cl\ alue prodection.

Ip ifwe let debtors

\pm ifically,

Encolrage chlmnxlnl TS Jl\lm.
debts well before technical inselvency.
Many countries in the Global South
have put in place such mechanksms (for
mstance, Ethiopia, Morocco, Tund
India could consider them too. Tl
Supreme Court has also recently voiced
need for preventive restructuring
sms (Maxsi Brar Ferneudes vs
Sharsmal, Whilewe donot need
Lo reope russion on the defa
test, greater flexibility can be exploved

i dr-l'au]: triggered proc
work against value preservation.
These are the awthor's persone views.
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A brand is no longer what we
tell the consumer it is
what consumers tell each

it's
otheritis

SCOTT COOK
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Marketing in the age of AI: First, woo those algorithms

M. MUNEER

narket

peta
OUF CUSIHNers
s sith thedr pec
tiomal beyalty tocompetito
sional aets of rebellion sgainst ad jingles that
ot stuck inthedr heads [had sent armies of
market researchers to stalk potential cus-

simple if exas-
understand

s co-founder of the non-prafit tonmersin anud i stores, org: i
Medhei Institute for Innovatien.  Focus groupswith freebies for participation
X: E@hiuneerhiuh and wired consumers to eyve-tracking

mmachines [eallid this measuring sentiment.
Fast-forward totoday., the Alera, and the
marketing cosmos looks like it has bee
hijacked by a mi ous sorcerer. Con-
sumersare still uman, ves. They still inge-
witeh se . pretend to read nutrition
labels and quarrel over Androdd versos the
iPhone. But now, looming between the
brand and the bayer, sitsa new gatekeeper:
the large language model (ILLM].
Suddenly, it lsn't encugh for humans to
like vour brand. You need Alalgorithmsto

 HChatGPT, Clawde or Perplexity
aur brand has the charm of a damp
. vour sales fiunnel collapses beforea
-.m,\.vluhum s a whiff ol your prod-
et page. Alhas become the invisible wmaifee
' of consumer cholee, whispering recom-
mendations, warnings and semetines out-
right nonsense about vour brand to millions
of curious searchers. Welcome to the new
era, where marketers must woo customers
via LLMs and manage their sentiment.
Before the rise of AL wehad cur toolbox of
sentiment detectors: Surveyswith questions
designed tolook bt worded to avoid
bias; focus groups where a fow strangers
dehated brand colou piler the gaze of a
one-way mirror; secial media listening tools
that seraped posts for em |1El:.|][:m}=:|t1d
the oceasional melidow
that measured awaremsess, recall and prefer-
EIICE nstaking quarter]
]l\!fl\ll‘lﬂ(‘fﬁ’ﬂ_l'llullal'l
one thing while me
object of analysisw

uzn.-.'_\ dnnn:l]_\.\(.-;
trving todecipher intent from

dictory signals.

If somecne said your burger was “fine,”
was that good ? Bad? A prelude todefection?
One learnt to read between the lines, to

decode theshmgemojl and ohsess over Net
Promoter Seores asifthey nek prices.

Today, the game » LLMzdon
iy tost hipasste, bt they tedl humans which
one to buy. They don't need smartphones,
bt they can crown one as the undisputed
king while g another to foctnote
status. Th ft means
marketers must ask not

might be followed by a
only What do consumers Consumer :I:ufming li bout cus-
think™ but also What does z z tomer service. One must
the algorithm tl oO- sentiment sti understand the wih
3 s should think® The behind that sentiment.

s plavhook now matters to Take corvective action:

a bizarre new marketers but This could mean gymnas-
l‘|'|:l[ll|'| titled "Al Senti- tics over reh engine
ment Optimisation,” and it [hey must ge[ optimization (SEO), con-
reacs likesomething ot of tent partnerships orsimply
a Biack Mirvor episode. the approval fixing the actual problem.
Anyhow, here's what must N The irony is that all this
be done of machines effort is still in service of

Track seutiment across
all wajor AT plagforms: I
ChatGPT gushes about your eco-friendly
sneakers but Claude mutters about “over-
prlsrtl;,lmmnh. you \t-;mm-.pll[n'r\m-
ality 5
ntiment 5
Friday faster than finding out an Al agent
Just called your product "outdated.”

Benclimark againsd competitors: It's not
enough to know vour seore. You must know
ifBard thinks vourrival's hattery 1ife isstel-
Lar" while describing yours fequate.”
Adecpuate is death.

Amalyse contert: Al doesn't merely say
BT VT I (T 8

af pr.

influencing the same old
human shoppe
woman standing in the toothpaste

noidea that before she arrived, an

knowing how mauch lobl
algorithm-courtship went
Brand X appeared on her

instead of

say “percep-
W WE ITLSE adcl “AndAl's

Imagine atoothpaste beand.
1o ChatG T on Valentine'
5 can now start when an LL \I
nbers” your history. Compsetitive
intelligence inchude; ng how Claude
bes us versus them,
Irop on a cocktail p
hmm']u.-( about Google's:

on't people anyinore, bt
t, occasionally cranky librarians
e comtrod thee flow of all knowledge. Con-
wince them, and you convinee the world.
i t marketing paradox: people
L cheaper thin
nes that woo them. One day
T comjuring TikTok magic for G
nextl’ mlnm‘l.lm: lc.ﬁx\\h Chal
my product
bt to let algor
and brands. It \k!r\] that we now Ffirst pitch
ol wares. Best to cozy up with then. Wel-
come tealgorithm schmoozing.




