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A productive visit
India and China seem ready to put
behind the memory of Galwan clashes

.' udging by the statements and readouts

from both sides, Chinese Foreign Minister

Wang Yi's two-day visit to India this week
was extremely productive. While Mr. Wang was
in Delhi at the invitation of NSA Ajit Doval for the
24th Special Representatives talk on the boun-
dary question, he also met External Affairs Minis-
ter 5. Jaishankar for bilateral talks and the nor-
malisation process after the four-vear military
standoff at the Line of Actual Control. Mr, Wang
was also received by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi who said that he would travel 1o Tianjin for
the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SC0)
meeting. Mr. Modi will meet with Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping. In Delhi, India and China agreed
to resume border trade at three points, restart di-
rect flights, expand the Kailash Manasarovar ya-
tra slots for pilgrims and relax visas. While there
weere positive discussions on the lifting of export
restrictions by China on fertilizers, rare earth
products and boring machinery, it is unclear
whether there was headway on China's demand
its scrutiny of Chinese FDI in Indian
companies. The two sides agreed to expedite the
process of boundary resolution of the 3,500 km
India-China border. Significantly, the Modi go-
vernment agreed to build on the 2005 agreement
of Political Parameters and Guiding Principles for
the Sumement u{ the India-China Bnum.laly
Question. N . the Chinese Amb
Xu Feihong said that China opposes the US's
“hully” move of imposing 50% tariffs on India.

The outcomes indicate that Delhi has decided

it can now “move ahead” from the PLA transgres-
sions, Galwan clashes and the standoff, While Mr.
Doval said that the “borders have been guiet”,
the government was made uncomfortably aware
that even with a stable border, other long-stand-
ing problems will continue to shadow ties. Mr.
Wang later left for Kabul to work with Pakistan
and the Taliban on a plan to extend the BRI and
China-Pakistan Economic Corridor — India is op-
posed to both - into Afghanistan. He then flew to
Islamabad for a strategic dialogue with his Pakis-
tani counterparts. China’s diplomatic suppaort to
Pakistan after the Pahalgam attacks and during
Operation Sindoor did not come up during Mr.
Wang's visit, but provide an ominous cverhang to
ties, as did Ambassador Xu's contention that Pa-
kistan too is a victim of terrorism. While the U.5s
attack on Indian trade and economy may be spur-
ring New Delhi’s efforts, the reset with China
must not come from a perceived position of
weakness, and the next steps must be taken keep-
ing in focus the strategic challenge.

ing research
Attacks on research institutions reflect
India’s declinii emic freedoms

istakes and misinterpretations must not

be confused with cases of malicious

misinformation. The filing of FIRs
against a researcher associated with Lokniti, a
programme of the CS0S, and the Indian Council
of Social Science Research (ICS8R)'s show cause
notice to the CSDS, represent yet another trou-
bling chapter in the recent erosion of academic
freedoms in India. The trigger seems to be a post
on X by Lokniti co-director Sanjay Kumar, which
had erronecus data about reductions in the elec
toral roll in some constituencies in Maharashtra.
Expressing regret, Mr. Kumar deleted the post.
Yet, the BJP povernments in Maharashtra and at
the Centre have weaponised what is 2 mistake to
launch broader attacks on the institution, despite
the post having no connection to the Opposi-
tion’s allegations about inflated electoral roll
numbers during the 2024 Maharashtra Assembly
elections. The ICS8R's insinuations about the
CSDS-Lokniti's funding arrangements echo the
treatment meted out to other premier institu-
tions. The Centre for Policy Research faced tax
surveys that resulted in the cancellation of its fo-
reign funding licence and tax-exempt status. This
targeting sugeests a coordinated effort to silence
independent research voices rather than address
administrative concerns. Such acts have led to In-
dia's ranking falling to the bottom 20% among 179
nations in the 2024 Academic Freedom Index pu-
blished by the V-Dem Institute,

Institutions such as CSDS-Lokniti serve a vital
democratic function by conducting empirical re-
search that helps understand policy implica-
tions. Through its National Election Studies and
comprehensive data archive, Lokniti has helped
transform the study of Indian politics to one
based on rigorous, large-scale empirical inguiry.
Its survey on the verification documents listed by
the ECI during its Special Intensive Revision exer-
cise in Bihar, among voters across five States and
one Union Territory, exemplifies this. Rather
than acknowledging the finding that the availabil-

ity of such documents is rather low among a Iargc

A Court order that was barking up the wrong tree

e Supreme Court of India'’s order of

August 11, 2025, to round up and

incarcerate all street dogs in New Delhi

in shelters was not just a misguided
attempt to solve a problem. It was a scientifically
unsound, legally questionable and morally
bankrupt decree that served as a convenient
smuokescreen for the capital's real and pressing
crises. While this misguided directive was stayed
by the Court on August 22, 2025, its initial
pronouncement revealed a dangerous willingness
toignore bath scientific evidence and

pending, it is imperative for
the citizenry in India to weigh their options. The
initial order was one that sentenced lakhs of
sentient beings to a life of misery and eventual
death, while ignoring proven and humane
solutions that lie unimplemented due to sheer
imstitutional apathy.

A blueprint for disaster

The directive, which was hailed by some as a
solution to the “stray dog menace,” was, in
reality, a blueprint for a public health
catastrophe, The very idea that mass shelters can
work ina country such as India is a dangerous
fantasy. It has been a catastrophic failure even in
developed nations., [n the United States, the
historical *pound” system, as documented by
sociologists such as Leslie Irvine, evolved into a
grim cycle of capture and kill. Overcrowded
shelters become highestress environments,

aggression, and rampant disease transmission. &
1999 study by David Tuber on dogs in animal
shelters highlighted the severe behavioural
problems that arise from confinement, noting
that long-term sheltering is detrimental to their
welfare.

Let us imagine Lakhs of Delhi's free-roaming,
territorial dogs, suddenly captured and thrown
together. The result would be brutal doghghts,
injuries and mass casualties. These shelters,
costing thousands of crores to build and
maintain, would inevitably become epicentres for
zoonotic diseases such as rabies and
leptospirosis, posing a grave risk not just to the
animals but also to the poorly-paid and
unprotected staff employved to manage them.
Should a disease outhreak oceur, the disposal of
thousands of carcasses would create an
environmental and public health hazard of
unimaginable proportions.

Furthermaore, the Court's order defied basic
ecological science. The mass removal of dogs
woubd create a “vacuum”, a phenomenon
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well-documented in studies of animal population
control. Nature abhors a vacuum. Dogs from
neighbouring States such as Haryana and Uttar
Pradesh would simply migrate into Delhi to fill
the newly available ecological niche, drawn by
the same food sowrces, Would the Delhi
government have built a great wall around the
city to keep them owt? Or would it have employed
security guards to patrol the borders? The idea is
as ludicrous as it is impractical.

The removal of dogs, which are efficient
scavengers, would have also likely led to an
explosion in the population of rodents and
mankeys, bringing with them a different set of
public health problems. This approach is in direct
contradiction to the guidelines of the Waorld
Health Organization (WHO) and India’s own
NahunaJ Action Plan for Dog Medisted Rabies
nation (MAPRE), both of which advocate
m ation and vaccination as the only
scientific method for rabies control and
population management.

A pernicious narrative is being spun that this is
a conflict between the “dog-loving elite™ and the
poor, who bear the brunt of dog bites. Thisis a
deliberate and cruel misrepresentation. As
research by scholars such as Yamini Narayanan
has shown, street dogs are an integral part of the
urban ecosystem, living in a symbiotic
relationship with the city's inhabitants, especially
its most marginalised. For Delhi's vast homeless
population, abandoned by the state and invisible
to the society, a street dog is often their only
companion, a source of comfort, and a guardian
im the lonely, dangerous nights living on the
pavement. To rip these animals away is to inflict
another layer of cruelty on people who have
already been failed by the system.

Let us be clear. The street dog issue is a
carefully orchestrated diversion. It isa
smokescreen to hide the spectacular failures of
povernance in Delhi. While the city's attention is
diverted to the canines, pressing issues are swept
under the carpet — these include : allegations of
imstitutional voter theft by the Opposition,
crumbling infrastructure, roads that turn into
rivers every monsoaon, rampant corruption, and
crippling inflation. The top court should have
been pulling up the Municipal Corporation of
Drelhi (MCD) for its abysmal failure to execute its
statutory duty.

‘ABC is the solution

The real solution has been available for decades:

the Animal Birth Control (ABC) programme. The
success of this programme in cities swch as Jaipur
is a testament to its efficacy. A study in 2000 on

Jodhpur's dog population following an ABC
programme showed a signibcant and stable
decline in numbers and a high rate of vaccination
coverage. Yet, the MCD's implementation has
been a sham. Data from the Animal Welfare
Eoard of India (AWEI over the vears reveal a
story of insufficient budgets, unmet sterilisation
targets, and a complete lack of accountability.
The problem is not the dogs. It is the dereliction
of duty by the MCD.

This brings us to the profound legal flaws in
the Supreme Court's initial order. The judgment,
delivered by a Bench headed by Justice |.B.
Pardiwala, stands in stark and bewildering
contradiction to a more reasoned order delivered
in 2024, by a Bench headed by Justice K.
Maheshwari. The Maheshwari judgment upheld
the Animal Birth Contral Rules, 2023, which are
rooted in science and compassion. 1t affirmed
that an indiscriminate killing of dogs is not the
solution. The modified order of August 22, 2025,
heas resolved this glaring conflict, rightly shifting
the national focus towards establishing uniform
protocols for humane and scientific canine
MATEEMEnt.

Furthermaore, the right o challenge this arder,
the locus standi, is rooted in our constitutional
and cultural fabric. Article S1A(g) of the
Constitution of India imposes a fundamental duty
on every citizen to have compassion for living
creatures, This is not a mere suggestion. It is a
cornerstone of the republic's moral and legal
framework. Cruelty to animals, sanctioned by the
state, is an affront to this duty and o our
collective humanity.

Adopt an evidence-based approach

Mo one denies that the issue of dog bites must be
addressed. But the solution cannot be a “final
solution”™ of mass incarceration. A targeted,
evidence-based approach is needed. If there is
clear evidence of an unprovoked attack by a
specific dog, that animal should be humanely
captured and observed by professionals. This is a
far cry from the indiscriminate round-up ordered
by the Court.

The Supreme Court's initial order was a
monumental error. It was a victory for hysteria
over science, for convenience over compassion,
and for political distraction over genuing
governance. There should be no diversion from
the real problems that plague the capital. And the
MCD must be held accountable for its decades of
failure. The path 1o a safer, more humane city lies
not in building dog prisons but in implementing
the proven, scientific, and compassionate
solution of sterilisation and vaccination.

Set the guardrails for Al use in courtrooms

published a set of guidelines for Artificial

Intelligence (Al) use by the district judiciary
(“Policy Regarding Use of Artificial Intelligence
Tools in District fudiciary”). As the first policy in
the country directly addressing Al use in judicial
processes and setting out strict safeguards, it is
timely. Al tools, from document translation to
defect identification in filings, are expected 1o
improve speed and efficiency, which are
attractive incentives for a court system which has
five crore pending cases.

l n July this year, the Kerala High Court

There are issues

But seemingly innocuous tasks such as
Al-enabled translations and transcription are not
without risks. For example, a Supreme Court of
India judge reported the translation of ‘leave
granted' into ‘chhutt sweekaar (holiday
approved’) in Hindi. In the case of Noel Anthomy
Clarke vs Guardian News & Media Ltd, (2025)
EWHC 550 (KB}, an Al-transcription tool
repeatedly transcribed the claimant's name,
“Noel”, as “na”. OpenAl's Whisper, an
Al-powered speech recognition system, was
reported to oceasionally make up or
“hallucinate” entire phrases and sentences,
especially when people spoke with longer pauses
between their words.

Search engine bias in Al-enabled legal research
could nudge users toward results influenced by
user patterns, potentially ‘invisibilising' relevant
precedents. A study published in the fournal of
Empirical Legal Studies found that legal Large
Language Models (LLM) can make up case laws
and cite incorrect sources to substantiate claims.

At a more structural level, Al risks reducing
adjudication into rule-based inferences,
overlooking the combination of human
judgment, specific context, and relevance of
precedents that impact judicial decision-making.

Some market tools are currently being used in
courts on a non-commercial test basis, such as
transcription of oral arguments and witness
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depositions. Without specified time-frames,
success parameters, or framework for acoess,
storage, and use of non-public, sensitive or
personal data, such pilots warrant careful
consideration. Al tools offered to courts on a test
basis risk cmanng dnmndencmwlthum clear

informed. Similarly, litigants and Lawyers have a
right to kmow if Al is being used in certain
courtrooms. Given the potential for errors arising
from Al use, courts should examine whether
litigants may be permitted to opt-owt of pilots or
fully-deploved Al if they have any concerns about

| new
t-m:hnuluglcal paradigms demand m:snnnal
infrastructure such as reliable Internet
connectivity and hardware.

A quick analysis of publicly available tenders
for Al services across courts shows that even if
adoption is cautious, courts are not necessarily
designing risk management frameworks to
address ethical and legal risks. While human
checks and balances, such as manual vetting of
Al-translated judgements by retired judges,
advocates and translators are in place, Al systems
learn from available data, with a po ity of
error as they encounter new information in new
contexts. Scholars note that hallucinations in
LLMs are a feature, and not a bug, requiring
human oversight and careful adoption in
high-risk scenarios.

As courts increasingly integrate Al use in their
daily work, the combination of Al's ethical risks
and the complexity of the legal system requires
effective guardrails to mitigate risks. Since the
majority of court procedures remain
paper-based, any transition to advance Al
deployment must not further debilitate an
already imperfect system.

First, there is a need for critical Al literacy
among judges, court staff and lawyers. In
addition to capacity building to use Al tools,
programmes are also required to understand the
limitations of the systems deploved.. Judicial
academies and bar associations, in collaboration
with Al governance experts, are well placed to
facilitate such capacity building.

Second, guidelines are needed to shape
individual use of generative Al for research and
judgment writing. If Al is used in the adjudication
process, litigants must have a right to be

fi ds or human oversight,

Third, courts need to adopt standardised
procurement guidelines to support the evaluation
of a proposed Al spstern’s reliability and
suitability for the task at hand. Pre-procurement
steps will also help courts diagnose the exact
problem and whether Al is the best solution.
Procurement framewnrks can guide assessment
of technical criteria around explainability, data
manazgement and risk mitigation.

Om the eCourts project

These frameworks will enable decision-makers to
maonitor vendor compliance and performance,
which may be beyond the routine expertise of
judges and the registry.

The Vision Document for Phase 111 of the
eCourts Project {e-Committee, Supreme Court of
India) acknowledges the need to create
technology offices to guide courts in assessing,
selecting, and overseeing the implementation of
complex digital solutions, including
infrastructure and software. Such scaffolding to
aid and assist decision-making on Al use and
adoption is one way to overcome gaps in
technical expertise. Dedicated specialists can give
courts clearer guidance in adopting Al tools as
part of comprehensive planning.

As courts inch towards Al adoption, it is
important not to lose sight of the ultimate
purpose of Al in the system — 1o serve the ends of
justice. In this rapidly evolving technological
landscape, clear guidelines on the use and the
adoption of Al in courts are essential to ensure
that the drive for an efficient court system does
not eclipse the nuanced reasoning and human
decision-making that is at the heart of the
adjudicatory process.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

cohort of voters in India, and places
dens on voters in the event of a country-wise SIR,
the ICSSR has characterised this research as an
attempt to malign the ECI. How can policy effec-
tiveness be assessed without ngurm.l\ empirical
such as well-db d and transpa-
rent opinion surveys? The current government
has also undermined its own statistical appara-
tus. The delaved Census and suppressed statisti-
cal surveys point to discomfort with independent
and critical analysis. As India navigates complex
development challenges, it desperately needs the
kind of critical feedback and evidence-based ana-
Lysis that institutions such as the CSDS provide.
Silencing these voices through administrative ha-
rassment and funding restrictions serves neither
good governance nor national interest.
cu

those actions are

The founding fathers of the
Constitution may have
never imagined that
constitutional functionaries
would resort to dilatony
tactics to drcumvent the
prascriptions of law and
keep matters pending for
months without taking a
dacision. The actions of
constitutional functionaries
sitting on Billsfissues
cannot be considered as
‘aberrations’, as aberrations
are expacted to be rare as.
well as shert-lived, Even if

considerad an ‘aberration’,
the Supreme Court is
expected to resolve the
issues in accordance with
constitutional principles.
Kosaraju Chandramoull,
Hyclerabad

Time-tested ties

The iromy is that in trying to
unjustly ‘penalise’ India, the
self-styled global
policeman, the LS.
President, is categorically
proving that the U5
relations with India are as

unpredictable as the
waather, Mr. Trump is
simply rainforcing the fact
that India-Russia relations
are more steadfast and
time-tested than India-U.5.
ties. The reality is that the
U.5. is habituated to playing
Big Brother to friendly,
smaller nations and
reducing them to becoming
its client states such as
Pakistan. Another irritant for
Unche Sam is that during
Operation Sindoor, India
successfully thwarted
attacks from Pakistan by

using a Russian-made
defence system. It is time
New Delhi overlooks the

in India akong with the
Calcutta Medical College on
February 2, 1835, But due to

U.5"s blow-hot-bk old
relationship and looks
elsewhere for its exports.
Halini Vijayaraghavan,

Thirsananthapurarm

Madras Day, the MMC

The history of Madras would
be incomplete without
mentioning the Madras
Medical College (MMC) and
Government General
Hospital. It was established
as the first medical college

wew

admini; reasons,
Calcutta was opened on
January 28, 1835,
Government General
Hospital — remamed in 2011
as Rajiv Gandhi
Government General
Hospital — is asold as
Madras. The MMC has
numergus firsts to its credit
such as the first woman
doctor in the
English-speaking world, the
first woman doctor of

independent India and the
first woman dector of Sri
Lanka who graduated from
this college. The first X-ray
machine in 5E Asia [soon
after its discovery in 1895)
was installed in 1300, | have
strong bonds with the MMC
— a5 an alumnus [1975) and
having retired from service
on superannuation.

Dr. VK. Ramadesikan,
Chennai
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Fair share
Minimon public float norms enable good governance
ndia's markets often require unique laws to

address challenges that arise from the way
businesses are structured and run here. The

Securities and Exchange Board of India's (SEBI)
Minimum Public Sharcholding (MPS) norms fit this
description. Requiring all listed companies tohave a
minimum 25 per cent of their equity held by the
public may seem draconian in any other developed
market. In India though, this regulation was brought

S SRR

India has comparative cost advantage in production

of cotton yarn & fabrics
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powers far beyond their official voting rights. rump unveiled his . o o i X 13 Although farm income varies across the
‘reciprocal tariffs" on April 2 15 =l Srares, they are somewhat reasonable in
Ithas taken 15 vears of constant Zﬁm m;”ﬁ';:ﬂ“s?m L0 - A - lad States having MSPand ather support
Aalainthi| R ; i it and merica [x 7
—_— folluutr u_pb} SEBIto ensure that most listed Gireat Again’ by bringing re e %",lioﬁmheumnm domestic demand,
— companies adhere to MPS norms. SEBL must manufacturing jobs lack in the US. L there is a need to create support system
— therefore tread cautiously in amending Since then, alot of twists and turns have 4!7 f g j é &; ? f j j f Ey mallﬂbeStaws in order to ensure
these rules to promote easier fund-raising raken place leading to imposition of 25 ;‘ = s on their
for issuers. Securities Contract (Regulation) ﬁrcen:mn&'omhe Indian goods on us. Thiswill lead tohigher demand
X g . — at 1, 2025 and an additional 25 per & = for industrial products and safeguard
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public floar. While small firms {up to 1,600 Russia. Chinaand India. costs, It is the other overheads, then, Similarly, growth of MSME units
crore market cap) must sell 25 per cent of Thus, these products will find their that require attention. The should be promoted by creating
their shares in their IPO/OPS, those with up IMPLICATIONS OF NO DEAL-. roue (ndme y or directly) into US macreeconomic implications are required infrastructure and common
! M US is among the few counteies with miarker. At the most, India's exportsto setious. faciliries and rweaking GST in away that
10 %1 lakhcrore market cap can dilute 10 per which India enjoys a rrade us. It US are likely to z\nﬁ'erln 20 per cent, Berterwages fora Ty benefits smaller units.
cent initially and getto 25 per cent within wis a5 high as $36.8 billion during FY24.  which n?bnn:gdmmlndm sfg;iec{ed ernployed in labour intensive sectors Smaller units should also benefir from
three years. Over T1 lakh crore companies In India’s exports to US of 8775 allion, 6.20 per cent p.a. to will boost domestic demand, including Ease of Doing Business and easy access
need o dil initially engineering goods accounted for 22.7 cent p.a. during FY2024. This loss is demand for labour intensive o credit. Allthis will raise the mass
X md'];']ée cn]ySp_err:enlmlT.lall)dg_ peflcen:;:gle._elec:rum: 12.9per Iﬂdxhehﬁemunzbytm manufacturing products. consumprion demand for both farm and
Betting to L per cent In tao years and 2 per cent, gems and jewellery 125 per cent, manufacturing sector. As a result, non-farm products.
cent within five years. SEBI's paper argues drug formulations. etc., 11.3 per cent, manufacturing sector maycome  _AND OF AGREEING TO TRUMP India needs to diversify rrade and
that despite these graded timelines, large perroleumpmd.ucls?Sperbem and down by 2. Zp-err:en.(md 16 Ialdl In case Indiasigns a trade deal with US, develop strategic relations with
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. - ALArg] . i ing ]ndia enjoysoompmdwoozt domestic demand by lowering GSTraves  Russia. This is resulting in savings of India also needs o explore a strategl
private markets, some issuers are already in inlabour intensive products,  and raising the income of the low and around (.06 per cent of India’s GDP. In alliance with China. Thiswill allow India
the 1 lakh crore vo 5 lakh crore league sur;hn production as well a8 in Tow-medium income groups inaddition  addition to thisloss, US is asking India toenter that stage of value added in the
post—listing. T‘herefcre,theyenjovhealm}' ltems fnrmlchllmshleml_mx‘lerniu wﬁndmsal:emsnveexpor(markﬂs wgiwmmacﬁes:wi‘tg domestic s’npplydgininwhichi:hasa )
(radingvolumes and quuir;li[y euén withouta its industry, such as, yam. India's cost of Algo, the Income of the small and market in order to curtail US' trade comparative advantage. However, given
. varnand fabrics production was found marginal farmers needs to be protected deficit of §36.8 billion with India. the historical friction in India-China
25 per cent public oat. tobe the lowest on August 10, 2025 by ensuring minimum returns on thelr This is possible by raising imports relations, exploring and spanding
Requiring them to dilute 5 to 10 per cent compared to its major competitors as marketable surplus. from US of items such as sophisticated India-China trade will have to done
quickly makes it challenging for them o shownin Fig 1, (which has been worked Indeed, the graphic overturnsthe arms imespective of terms for thistrade,  carefully. Russia is another useful ally for
push through [POs, goes the argument. To m(.b;'e:_ampnla‘tmg ITMF, 2021 data notion of India being uncompetitive in suchag, transfer of technology etc, defence deals and partnerships.
lishten their burden, SEBI e while usi 5 in Real Effective . . vis-a-vis other cumpenngmmtn.es The Meanwhile, ’J"rumpsﬂ.lpﬁuptantf
igh irbu , SEBI propo Exchange ftare 2021-2025). Trump's flip flop tariff USisalso strate d uncertainty for the
reduce the initial IPO/OFS dilution for However, In would become B lenient emission standards forthe LIS citizens. I(mllbechsllen&ngforﬂn
smaller companies from 10 per cent to 8 per non-competitive in these products in strategy has created vehicles e:f.artedﬁ'nm Us. US t ensure enough supply for meeting
cent and for larger companies from 5 per the US market in case its products are uncertainty for US citizens. The st es(polmberwen Indiaand  irs domestic dernand, cont:

- faced with 50 per cent tariff, while some o - . US rade negotiarions was rej the due to high tariffs and deal
cem.'L_o:‘..S-Z.?S poroen !l also suggests ufitgmnpedgmwiubechuged tariff It will be challengmg for opening of dairyand {umpwmgsin mres:cgjndhymingma:nf IiEing.
allowing smaller companies five years less than halfthatsum. Incase, Chinais  the US to ensure enough US’ exportersinwhich India's 20.7 erore
instead of three to getto a 25 per cent float also faced with similar tariff rates, then supply for meeting its warkforce (PLFS, 2023-24) is engaged. The writers are profissars of Ecancemi os o Insute for
and giving larger companies 10 years' time the loss would be less, as other countries © pp LR i* i umdn[hemlsIhaI Indian Dwaelnpmane and Communicatian, Chandgar. Views +
10 getto it. Given the complicated nature of would not kave the capacicy o fill the domestic demand agriculture oth vy p P
these rules, it does make sense for SEBIto
simplify its MPS norms. Inthe interests of
easier compliance, varied initial dilution =
s ot A o o Need to strengthen battery recycling norms
different-sized companies can perhaps be
done away with and a standard normof say, 5 " B . ; . B . .
per cent imposed. Rigoraus audits and higher penalties on fraudulent recyclers will help India achieve its Net Zero targets

Companies can alsobe givena uniform — benchmarked significantly lower than Fake EPR certificates in the e-waste
five-year deadline to atrain 25 per cent Arpita Mukherjee its global counterparts. The UK, for sector can undermine both compliance
public float without intermediate _ ) . Instance, reportedly demands ) and the ‘polluter pays' principle,
milestones. However, tio further relaxations ith India emerging s the approximately T500-600kg for recycling increase the risk of environmental
. all N o facili N third-largest e-waste EV barteries.0 damsge and health risks by i
are really necessary o facilitate easier \‘ V producerin the world, the This disparity s notwithout durmping of e-waste and loss of critical
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3 ST0PRACIST ATTACKS
UNE AGAINST HATE

Abeut 500 peaple, hald of therm Seath Asian, marched through central Dublin on July 28, 2025, callmgan.e:uuonmNardslnerecentspa[e of attacks against Indians mlr\elam! FRIVAMHA BORFUIARI

Building a home
amid the hostility

On July 19, an Indian man was assaulted in the suburb of Tallaght in Dublin, Ireland. Since then, there have been
several attacks against Inclians in the green isle, causing alarm in the immigrant community, With politicians
there riding on anti-immigrant rhetoric, the situation has worsened. Priyanka Borpujari reports on how the
transformation of Ireland as a major immigrant destination has brought many challenges

IRELAND

"

Dublin

owmya Paul, 44, has been working in
Ireland for about two decades, but she is
still perceived as an outsider. "1 have
been shouted at and asked to leave the
country,” said the nurse from Ernakulam, Kerala.

Sowmya was among the 500-odd people, half
of them South Asian, who marched through cen
tral Dublin on July 26, calling attention towards
the recent spate of attacks against Indians in Ire-
land. Walking from the city hall to the gate of
Leinster House, the seat of Parliament, the prot-
esters carried placards and shouted slogans.

The march took place after an Indian was at-
tacked in the south-western suburb of Tallaght in
Dublin on July 19, The attackers allegedly re-
moved the victim's pants and underwear and
posted a video on social media, accusing him of
being a paedophile. & man driving past also took
a video of the victim, whose face was covered in
blood. In the video, the victim can be seen trying
to pull his jacket down to cover himself and the
man shouting, "Get the {*** out of this state”.

Jennifer Murray, 42, a resident of Tallaght, was
driving when she found the victim. In a video she
later shared on social media, to "debunk the ru-
mours about him,” Jennifer said he kept insist-

ing he was not a paedophile as she covered
him with a blanket lying in her car's boot.
She took him to the Tallaght University
Hospital, and then to the house where he
was staying with an Indian family. She leamnt
that he works at Amazon and had come to Ire-
land only a week prior. “They have a newborn,
The wife there told me how he was doing all the
cooking to allow her to rest after her childbirth,
He is truly a kind man,” she said in the video.

“The attackers were teenagers, whose frontal
lobes haven't been developed vet. They have
learnt the knife culture, and are influenced by
online misinformation,” she told The Hindu.

Jennifer claimed that over the last few weeks,
there were four similar attacks in the neighbour-
hood, but they were not reported by the media,

Her video opened a can of worms. Indians liv-
ing in Ireland began to share on WhatsApp
groups harrowing stories of racial abuse, largely
perpetuated by adolescents and teenagers.

On the margins

Since Brexit, Ireland has become a popular desti-
nation for India's economic migrants. There are
currently 80,000 Indians living in Ireland, mark-
ing a 300% jump over the last decade. According
to 2023 data from the Nursing and Midwifery
Board of Ireland, 17% of nurses and midwives re-
gistered to work are Indian citizens,

Thee Irish government has also been wooing In-
dians to purswe higher education in the green is-
lie. Earlier this year, while James Lawless, the Mi-
nister for Further and Higher Education,
Research, Innovation, and Science, was visiting
Indian cities as part of 5t Patrick’s Day celebra-
tions, his office issued a statement. It said that ov-
er 9,000 Indian students make up 13.0% of Ire-
land's international student population,

At the same time, many Irish nationals have
moved out of Ireland, seeking better opportuni-
ties in the face of the high cost of living and a
growing housing crisis. Alongside the influx of In-
dians and people of other nationalities, and the
out-migration of Irish nationals, anti-migrant rhe-
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toric and artacks have increased, especially in
marginalised areas such as Tallaght.

Tallaght was once largely rural. It was deve-
loped as a town in the 1960s, but without adeg-
uate facilities or job prospects. Last year, a sur-
vey by a group of principals, describing
themselves as the Deis Cluster Advocacy Group,
found that nearly half the primary schoolchil-
dren in some of Dublin's most socio-economical-
ly disadvantaged communities, in areas such as
West Tallaght, Ballymun, and Damndale, have suf-
tered major personal trauma. This includes
homelessness, the loss of a close family member,
or witnessing a violent death. This year, a school
in Tallaght nearly shut down when funds ear-
marked for schools in socio-economically disad-
vantaged communities were cut.

Ower time, expanding housing estates in Tal-
laght have accommodated Indians working in
the Information Technodogy sector. The availabil-
ity of nursing jobs at the Tallaght University Hos-
pital has led to a surge in the Indian population,
Tallaght became home to Ireland’s first Saravana
Bhavan outlet in April this year.

It is the open area surrounding Tallaght's mall
where Indians have suffered violence at the
hands of weenagers, said Anil (name changed),
whao lives in the apartment complex where the
victim of the July 19 attack was staying.

Anil has been living in Ireland for over a de-
cade, Instead of walking to the grocery store, he
now takes his car. "Teenagers hang owt there on
Friday and Saturday evenings. Indians here have
been advising each other to only step out in
groups, The miscreants are sometimes as young
as 10 years. They are arrogant, because nobody
is teaching them to behave differently,” e said.

Pradeep, who has lived in Ireland for eight
vears, bought a flat in Tallaght two years ago. His
wife Radhika joined him later. In the last three
months in particular, the couple has been hear-
ing about violence against Indians in the neigh-
bourhood. “We have met nurses who were at-
tacked with water guns while returning home
from work. The boys who attacked them were
quite young,” Radhika said. She added that the
girls accompanying the boys are often seen mak-
ing videos of these scenes and laughing.

A string of attacks
Since July 19, there have been many similar at-
tacks in Dublin. Lakhvir Singh, a taxi driver, was

The protesters walked from the ity hall to the gate of Leinster House, the seat
. in Dusblin.. PRy

attacked by his passengers on a Saturday night
with a beer bottle that left his face bleeding. Data
seientist Santash Jadav put up a post on LinkedIn
saying he was attacked outside his home and suf-
fered a fractured cheekbone. The Irish media re-
ported that Laxman Das, a sous chef, was at-
tacked one morning by three men who also stole
his e-scooter and wallet. The media also reported
that in Waterford, three hours south of Dublin,
six-year-old Nia Naveen was punched on her face,
hit by a bicyele on her private parts, and told to
o home by a bunch of older boys, when she was
out playing. Except for Santosh, all the victims
are reportedly natralised citizens.

In these cases, while complaints were alleged-
by fibed with Gardai Siochéna (the Irish police), no
arrests have been made yet. WhatsApp groups
have been abuez with stories of being told off by
the Gardai when the attackers are
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men, were arrested in connection to the riots. No
leader was booked for spreading rumours.
According to Darragh Adelaide, a councillor
from the People Before Profit party, the youth
wing of the Far-right National Party has been
specifically targeting young men who feel alienat-

ed. Darragh grew up in the working-class area of

Clondalkin in the west of Dublin, which is now
his political constituency. He has seen the area
grow over the years, with people from different
countries living there. At the same time, austerity
cuts in the past few years have impacted single-
parent families and access to education, he said,

“There have been times when buses have re-
fused to ply on the streets in Clondalkin because
of anti-social behaviour. The dropowt rate is high,
and fascist leaders prey on people for petty johs.

The far-right has somehow conveyed the idea of

scarcity and the government has been silent on
this,” Darragh said. Growing wp with a Nigerian
father and an Irish mother, he said racism always
existed in Ireland, but it was never this violent.

A change in the system

During her speech at the protest on July 26, Ruth
acknowledged the labour shortage, and blamed
the government for bending backwards to ac-
commaodate people from Ukraine fleeing from
the war, even as the number of homeless people
in Ireland has been steadily increasing each year.

However, law and order measures alone won't
solve racism, she said. “When people from diffe-
rent countries began to come here 25 years ago
and faced racist slurs, Gardai would dismiss them
saying this can happen to anyone. We have a his-
tory of denying people's experience of racism by
gaslighting them,” she said.

This year, a study by the Irish Network Against
Racism reported how people of African descent
and Brazilians experienced discriminatory polic-
ing, racial profling, and a lack of trust in Gardai.
Feur of not being taken seriously, potential reper.
cussions, and previous negative experiences
have deterred many from reporting crimes. Dar-
ragh said that while the government wants to bes-
tow more power to Gardai, it is not using the
power it already has to combat hate 5.

On August 22, while speaking at a graduation

Many also complained about how the Indian
Embassy in Ireland has largely been non-respon-
sive. It was only on August | - two weeks after the
violence in Tallaght and after similar incidents —
that the Embassy issued a travel advisory saying
Indians living in Ireland must “take reasonable
precautions for their personal security and avoid
deserted areas, especially in odd hours™. The lo-
citl media too reported on these attacks and men-
tioned the protest march in Dublin,

That march lasted close to two hours with
speeches from local politicians, a few Indians,
and trade union leaders. Nine Indians said that
this was the first demonstration they had partici-
pated in. A few men wore neon vests to indicate
that they were volunteers keeping everyone safe.

Nithya Kothenmaril, a PhD researcher, has ar-
tended several anti-racism marches in Dublin,
She chose to live on her university campus for sa-
fety. “But recently, two young boys sprayed me
with water, [ was shocked,” she said, “But what
shocked me more was that & white woman walk-
ing near me did not say anything. [ was stressed
all day that this had happened on campus”

Maost of the Indian diaspora groups gathers to-
gether only for cultural events, Nithya rued.
“This is unlike the black community that gets to-
gether to disouss issues of justice. Given the big
number of Indians in Ireland, their participation
in the march is rather low,” she said.

Fearmongering

In April 2024, Ireland's estimated population was
5.38 million, crossing the 5 million-mark for the
first time since the 1840s. The Central Statistics
Office found that more than § lakh people had mi-
grated to Ireland between 2021 and 2024, Now,
15.5% of the country's population are citizens of
other countries.

Attacks on tourists, as well as targeted racist at-
tacks, have risen in recent years. In 2020, George
Nkencho, a young black man who had allegedly
been suffering from mental health issues and had
threatened people with a knife inside a shop, was
killed by Gardai. The incident galvanised the
Black Lives Matter movernent in Ireland,

“During the pandemic, the far-right grew on
the back of the antivaccine movement,” ex
plained Ruth Coppinger, the Teachta Dala (Mem-
ber of Parliament) from Ireland’s Socialise Party.
“The shock that came with the pandemic led to
an increase in anti-authoritarian sentiment. The
Internet has allowed the far-right to portray mi-
grants as criminals and people are believing th

In recent times, several politicians have won
local elections riding on ant-immigrant rhetoric,
by claiming that migrants have been prioritised
for social housing and health benefits. Last year,
a planned asylum centre was torched thrice in
Coalock im north-gast Dublin,

It was allegedly online rumours that led to
riots in Dublin on November 23, 2023, following
the stabbing of children outside a primary school
in Parmell Square, a multicultural area. Rumours
began to fly online about the identity of the at-
tacker and members of the far-right urged people
to take to the streets. The hashtag #lrelandisFull
went viral. That evening, a large crowd gathered
in the area, vandalising shops and vehi and
assaulting Gardai personnel. Eyewitnesses de-
scribed the rioters as youth in their early 20s. By
July 2024, up to 49 people, including several wo-

© the Garda C: Drew Har-
i d that the recent attacks on Indians are be-
mg riven by racism, criminality, and the target-
ing of vulnerable people.

Feljin Jose, a councillor for the Green Party,
who moved to Ireland from Kochi in Kerala at the
age of nine, emphasised the impaortance of re-
porting crimes to Gardai. “Many people are not
aware of how the system works and how to res-
pond when a crime takes place. A person must go
to the Garda station and insist on Aling a state-
ment. However, there is often no evidence. When
juveniles are involved, it becomes complicated.
There is a lot more leniency towards them.”

He explained how such violence picks up dur-
ing school vacations and during long evenings.
“The people committing such crimes are almost
always from disadvantaged groups. There are ve-
y litthe youth resources and investments heing
made in something that could be productive for
children. Even if there are such investments,
change will take time," he added.

Immigration cons t Senthil Ramasamy,
whao has been living in Ireland for 25 years, said
that he had sent emails about the recent attacks
to various Ministers and the Garda commission-
er, The Minister for Justice, Jim O'Callaghan, res-
ponded mentioning the government's policy on
crimes committed by youth, Community-based
youth crime prevention initiatives attempt to div-
ert young penple at risk of being involved in cri-
minal behaviour. After a fow stops of investiga-
tion and recommendations, an offender is
referred to the Garda Youth Diversion Pro-
gramme. Repeat offenders are investigated sepa-
rately, and the Director of Public Prosecutions de-
cides if a person should be charged.

Jim also told the media, *Regrettably, very ma-
ny of the offences appear to be perpetrated by
persons under the age of 18 and that does pose a
particular challenge for us within the criminal
justice system, to ensure that individuals who are
under 18, who commit criminal offences, are
brought before our courts, and face sanction.”

Legislating hate speech

There are also no provisions to legislate hate
speech, which compounds the problem. In May,
the European Commission suggested that Ireland
was failing to comply with European Union rules
on combating racism and xenophobis.

On August 11, a delegation from the Federation
of Indian Communities in Ireland and Ireland In-
dia Council met with Tanaiste (deputy Prime Mi-
nister) Simon Harris. They demanded a deeper
engagement between Gardai, local leaders, and
youth outreach organisations to address the ra-
cially mativated violence, as well as a review of
the juvenile justice framework to ensure that se-
rious violent behaviour, including hate-motivated
actions, does not go unchecked.

Meanwhile, Jennifer is being felicitated by dif-
ferent groups of the Indian diaspora. “l am justa
mam [mother] who helped an injured man,” she
said. “We don’t want to believe our own people
are capable of this. They do not represent the Ire-
land that | want my children to grow up in. We
have been foreigners in other lands in the past,
and our people too faced discrimination. This is
our apportunity now as Irish people o make oth-
ers feel safe in our presence”
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n August 11, a Supreme Court Eench

directed Delhi's local authorities to

remove stray dogs from the streets of

the national capital, a move that
sparked nationwide debates over the right ap-
proach to deal with these animals,

The ruling came even as discussions on "dog
menzce” had gripped Bengaluru following inci-
dents of dog bites. A 68-year-old man, Seethap-
pa, was mauled to death by a pack of stray dogs
in northern Bengaluru's Kodigehalli. Days later,
twao girls were bitten by stray dogs inside Dr. BR.
Ambedkar School of Economics University on
the Jnanabharathi campus of Universi-

Who let the dogs out: The Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike's 2023 dog census has estimated the dty's stray dog population at 2.79 Lakh, a 9% drop
fromn 2019 when the count was 3.1 lakh. sUDHeasAzs 1K

A dog’s life in the city

Animal Birth Control, microchipping, and feeding programmes form part of the Bruhat Bengalura Mahanagara
Palike’s plan to strengthen the co-existence of humans and canines in the city. But activists are not on board
with all of these plans, writes Chetan B.C.
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ty in West Bengzluru.

Following the fatality, the Karnataka Lokayuk-
ta had also pulled up Bengaluru's civic body. Ho-
wever, the directive was centered on curbing ag-
gression in stray dogs by confining and
monitoring them for a few days in well-main-
tained kennels before releasing them.

Bengaluru and dog bites

Delhi recorded 25,210 dogbite cases in 2024,
17,874 in 2023, and 6,691 in 2022, Alf small
er than Delhi, Bengaluru recorded 13,831 dog-bite
cases in the first half of this year, according to
Eruhat Bengaluru Maha-
nagara Palike (BEMP) data.
Of these, 3,472 cases in-
volved pet dogs. Last year,
the city logged 26,532 cas-
es, including 8,000 from
pet dogs (see graphics for

Previous pears).
Officials say that the
numbers may  appear

alarming, but context re-
veils otherwise. Before the
pandemic, in 2019-2020, the city reported 42 818
cases. A stronger Animal Birth Control (ABC) pro-
gramme introduced after 2009 reduced the cases
to 22,945 in 2022-2023,

“The rise in 2024-25 is largely because of
streamlined reporting. Since dog bites are now
naotifiable, cases are recorded more diligently
than hefore,” explained a senior BEMP Animal
Husbandry officer.

Reports of a spike, presented without analysis,
alarmed the public. Coupled with that, the Su-
preme Court's judgement echoed in the Karnata-
ka Legislative Council, where some members
urged the State government to seek a similar di-
rective. However, Chief Minister Siddaramaiah
batted for a more “humane approach”

BEMI's approach a model?
The BEEMP's comprehensive plan to address the
issue involves ABC, microchipping, and feeding
programmes. Activists and veterinarians believe
this could serve as a “model” for other States,
Even before the Chief Minister's reassurance,
the BEMP Animal Husbandry Department, head-
ed by Special Commissioner Vikas Sularkar Kish-
or, had chalked out a detailed plan earmarking
60 crore exclusively for stray dog management
in ?&25-26. according to data accessed by The
Himalu.

Animal Birth Control
In Delhi's case, the Supreme Court pinned the
blame on local authorities for failing to run o
bust AEC programmes, which imvalve capturing
dogs, sterilising them, and releasing them in the
exact location from where they were picked up.
Hemant Kumar Agrawal, a paediatrician and
animal rights activist, emphasised the signifi-
cance of sterilisation, not just in controlling
breeding, but also in reducing hormonal changes
that can trigger aggression in dogs.
The importance of sterilisation was reflected
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in the BEMP's 2023 dog census. The survey esti-
mated Bengalury's stray dog population at 2.79
lakh, a 9% drop from 2019 when the count was
3.1 lakh.

Chandraiah, Joint Director, BEMP (Animal
Husbandry), attributed the decline o the ABC
programme  gaining momentum from 2019
omwards.

Between 2020-21 and 2023-24, an average of
50,478 dogs were sterilised and &8 666 received
anti-rabies vaccination annually. In 2024-25, ste-
rilisation fell to 35,891, though vaccination num-
bers held steady at 88,572,

The slump in sterilisation had two main rea-
somns. First, the BBMP suspended the licence of
an NGO involved in sterilisation after a botched
surgery, which led to the closure of three ABC
centres in Yelahanka, Mahadevapura, and R.R.
Nagar. Second, infrastructure shortcomings cou-
pled with stricter Standard Operating Proce-
dures (SO5) laid down by the Animal Wel-
fare Board of Indis (AWED slowed
operations, 47

Infrastructure issues

028 Control
The 507's require dogs undergoing 57,481 %

sterilisation to be monitored for at
least four days post surgery. With

Bengalury’s current capacity limit- ‘;3‘31
ed to 550 dogs, the EEMP can man-

age only that many surgeries every

four days. Additionally, a shortage of [a::\x

veterinarians and the difficulty of
catching dogs have restricted sterilisa-
tion to 150 to 200 surgeries daily.

At present, the city has only six ABC
centres and five companies with 23 teams carry-
ing out surgeries.

Five-in-one vaccination

In addition to Animal Birth Control and Rabies
Vaccination (ABCRV), the BBMP has also pio-
neered the use of DHPPIL, a five-in-one vaccine
protecting dogs apgainst distemper, hepatitis, par-
vovirus, parainfluenza, and leptospirosis, in ad-
dition to rabies.

The civic body also follows a “ring vaccina-
tion™ strategy. When a rabies case is confirmed,
all dogs in contact with the infected animal are
vaccinated. In Bengaluru, 114 rabies-positive cas-
es were reported in just six months, 12 less than
last year, according to data.

“An increased awareness of our helpline has
led to more reporting, which is a positive sign,”
=aid Chandraiah. He said it helps their larger
cause of effective detection of positive cases to
curb further spread of the disease. It is to be not-
ed that rabies can spread across species.

Vikas told The Hindu that the BEMP is working
to expand infrastructure and manpower. “We
have an action plan, including establishing vete-
rinary hospitals in all eight zones. This will not
only strengthen the ABC programme but also off-
er wider benefits" he said.

The BEMP is mulling over requesting veterin-
ary colleges to involve graduates in ABC opera-
tions, possibly linking their degrees to perform-
ing a set number of surgeries. “This would boost
manpower and vaccination coverage,” he

The BEMP is also considering reintroducing
the Capture-NeuterVaccinate-Release (CNVE)
technique, where dogs are captured, treated,
and released within 24 hours.

Activists oppose move
However, activists have opposed the move,
warning it risks the lives of dogs that develop
post-surgery complications.

Despite these challenges, the BEMP reported
progress, completing 11,700 surgeries and vacci
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nating 71,434 dogs in just four months (April-July)
this year. To ease vaccination efforts, feeders
were roped in to help catch dogs, a move that
waorked well. The BEMP hopes to cover 2 lakh
dogs this year.

Yet, concerns remain. Activist Arun Prasad ar-
gued that AWEI rules are often flouted, especially
the requirement to release dogs at the same loca
tion where they are picked up from. Relocation,
he warned, often triggers aggression as unfami-
liar environments cause fear.

Vikas admitted some unintentional reloca-
tinns occurred, but insisted it was not deliberate.

,‘}‘ﬁ

“Even when released in their own area, anxious
dogs sometimes run away, creating the impres-
sion of relocation,” he explained.

Arun also stressed the need for wider vaccina-
tion, pointing out that mare than a lakh dogs miss
out on annual anti-rabies vaccination (ARV).
‘While an average of 83,666 dogs are vaccinated
annually, Bengalurw has 2.7 lakh strays, meaning
thousands go unprotected while others are re-
vaccinated unnecessarily.

To hix this, the BEMP has allocated funds for
trap cages, enabling feeders to help catch dogs
during sterilisation and vaccination drives. Mi-
crochipping is also planned to prevent duplicate
vaccinations and track a dog's location.

Microchipping

Currently, the BEMP relies on photographs to
identify vaccinated dogs, a lawed system with no
proper records. Microchipping will store details
of vaccimation history and location, helping to
prevent relocation errors, explain BEMP officials.

The civic body is preparing tenders worth
k] crore for the project.

Arun, however, warned of possible health
risks for dops. He claims that the microchip may
move in the dog's body, possibly leading to unfo-
reseen diseases.

Officials defended the plan, noting that pilot
tests showed no side effects. "The chip is just 5-6
mm, injected under the skin near the neck. It
stores data such as vaccination details and loca-
tion,” a BEMP officer explained, adding that only
five companies in India are eligible to execute the

oject.
While Shimla experimented with col-
lared QR codes, the BEMP officials dis-
missed the idea, saying dogs quickly re-
maove collars, often with the help of
: other dogs, rendering the imvestment
\“ useless,

Feeding programme
To address apgression caused by
hunger, the BEMP has launched a

feeding programme.

Hemant Kumar explained that ma-
ny bites occur when dogs feel threa-
tened or are hungry. With garbage
dumps shrinking cwing to better waste
collection, food scarcity has triggered more
aggression. Vikas said the ¥2.88-crore project will
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ﬁfy feed 4,000 dogs in areas with frequent bite inci-

dents. As of August 18, two contractors have
come forward to participate in the tender.

Criticism arose over the inclusion of chicken
rice in the meals, but the BEMP clarified it was
eooked and provided for protein.

Rashmi D'Souza, former Karnataka Animal
‘Welfare Board member, explained that only raw
flesh poses a danger by triggering wild instincts
in dogs. However, the BEMP is priwiding cooked
chicken, which she noted could be a benefit for
the dog:

“We urgently need to curb meat shops feeding
stray dogs because raw flesh can evoke wild in-
stincts in dogs. The BEMP should issue stern
warnings to such shops about this and caution
them of revoking licences,” she said.

The BEMP also plans to launch an “Each One,
Feed One" campaign to promote citizen partici-
pation in feeding dogs ethically.

Hemant Kumar stressed that public awareness
is vital, as cruel acts by humans often provoke
fear-driven bites from dogs. To this end, the
BBMP is considering awareness campaigns
across schools, buses, metro announcements,
and bus shelters.

By rolling out multiple projects, the BEMP is
attempting to address the root causes of the dog
menace which are hunger, improper ARC imple-
mentation, and vaccination,

Activists believe that the plan is comprehen-
sive, except for the microchipping programme,
and could serve as a possible model plan for oth-
er States if implemented effectively. Yet, they
warn that plans must not remain on paper.

“Given the BEMP's reputation, many assume
funds will be misused. Implementation is key to
building true co-existence and reigniting hope
among people,” said Hemant Kumar.

In sharp contrast, the Supreme Court, in its
August 1 directive, stated, “We are conscious and
sensitive of co-existence. The idea behind co-ex-
istence is not the existence of one's life at the cost
of the other™
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In Saharanpur, Uttar Pradesh’s second-langest mango producing districe, farmers face multiple issues:
instability in prices after COVID-9 lockdowns, overuse of pesticides and plant growth regulators that
diminish the quality of fruits, and the control of middlemen over the market, finds AM. Jigeesh

a0 Anwar, 40, and Rao Ahsan, 36, are

two farmers in Uttar Pradesh’s Saha-

ranpur district who are trying their

luck at preserving their grandfather's
mango orchard, which they say is over 100 years
obd. Anwar has a graduate degree and Ahsan an
MEA. Ahsan was working in Punjab with the Milk
Marketing Federation until just before the CO-
VIDA9 pandemic hit. He joined the family voca-
tion hoping that mangoes, one of the most popu:
lar fruits in the world, would help him survive.
But things were not as easy as he imagined.

The Raos took over the orchard about 10 years
ago from their father. According to them, this
year, “the rate was much lower than last year and
consumption was also poor”. They are fourth-
generation  horticulturists from  the district
known for the sweetest Chausa, Dasheri,
Langda. Mangoees a iggenious to India,

One reason for the diminishing demand could
be the look and taste of the mangoes now, Ahsan
says, "Earlier, mangoes were bright, tasty, and
sweet, Now that taste is missing, probably be-
cause of the overuse of pesticides and chemi-
cals,” he says, The mango season, which once ex-
tended through September, is now shorter.

Saharanpur is the second-largest mango pro-
ducing district in the State. In 202223, UP. had
3.19 lakh hectares of mango orchards and pro-
duced 4578 lakh metric tonnes of mangoes, The
cluster with the highest yield in the State is the
Malihabadi belt, including Lucknow, Unnao, and
Sitapur; the second cluster is western LLP, com-
prising Saharanpur, Bijnor, Meerut, Amroha, and
Bulandshahr. Saharanpur has about 27,000 hee-
tares of orchards and produces about 2.6 lakh
metric tonnes of mangoes every year with an av-
erage yield of 18 tonnes per hectare.

The Raos complain that they “are getting just
TA-2I0 for a kg of Dasheri”. Another challenge is
that for Chausa, they must bag the fruit to pre-
vent blackening of its skin during the rains.

“Each bag costs 3.5 and the labour cost to
cover each mango is L5, The retail price of
Chausa For consumers today is 1150, Farmers get
less than T50. Traders are fxing the price without
considering all these factors,” Ahsan says,

The problems, they say, began over a decade
ago and reached their peak during COVIDH9,
New, Farmers are considering their options.

The cost of growing a mango
About 12 years ago, farmers started using a pesti-
cide containing the chemical paclobutrazol, a
plant growth regulator. “We were told that it
wonald ereate a festival of fruits. No one informed
us about its side effects. We got output. Trees that
used to produce 100 mangoes started giving 300
mangoes, But after 67 years, we realised that the
taste and size of the mangoes are compromised.
Mants are now addicted to this chemical. Unless
we use it, they will not yield,” says Ahsan.
Kharbwza daal kaa achha hota hai, aam paal
ke achha hota he: this is a popular belief in Saha-
ranpur, meaning watermelons will be good if
they are ripened on their own and mangoes taste
better if they are ripened artificially. Ripening
mangoes using calcium carbide is par for the
course here. This overuse has resulted in the de-
crease of exports and consumers shifting to or
ganic products. But for farmers to shift to organic
production will take at least 10 years. Farmers
are instead shifting to poplar tree plantations, re-
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placing mango orchards, Poplars are used in the
plywood and wooden board industries, and the
region has a lot of those units,

Saharanpur is a green belt. Bagh baani (or-
chard management) is the major source of in-
come here, The soil is sandy and orchards do
well. This district borders Haryana, Uttarak-
hand, and Himachal Pradesh. The area, called
the Doab (two rivers), is sandwiched between
the Yamuna and the Ganga. Traditionally, farm-
ers grow varieties such as Gulab Jamun, Dasheri,
Langda, Chausa, Malda, and Rataul. Mangoes

from here go mostly to Ludhiana and Delhi.
“My grandfather had told me when we were
children that it was very difficult to maintain a
mango tree due to the scarcity of water,” Ahsan
=ays, The irrigation system had not developed by

more than 30 years in the Raos® orchard. He
tikes care of the plants and packs the mangoes at
the time of harvest for a daily wage, though he
has been around since their grandfather owned
the land. "Maintaining a tree is difficult. Mone of
my (four) children do this work,” Chand says,

Fifteen years ago, the Raos would get 15 for a
kg of Dasheri. “1f we add inflation, it should have
been at least 240 per kg The input cost has in-
creased. We spend about T2,000-33,000 just on
pesticides in a bigha (.6 acres) of orchard. Trad:
ers are bullies,” Ahsan says, adding that the go-
vernment should ensure a good rate for their
crops, “We need food processing industries
here. We need cold storage.”

Mangoes of old
Haji Ighal, who owns Rana Fruit Company in
Saharanpur district’s Mirzapur, has been a trader
since 1991, He also manages orchards on contract
and owns ome too. He says traders are facing big
losses oo,

He remembers the time, about a decade ago,
when diseases were minimal. “When 1 started

trading, mangoes were bigger and beautiful.
Mow, they start ripening earlier and are not
sweet, Chausa looks good, but if you slice it, it
doesn't look or taste the same,” he says, baming
the overuse of pesticides.

‘When mangoes ripened naturally, the erop in
Saharanpur would be ready to harvest 15 o 30
chays after the Malihabadi belt. But Igbal says now
the harvest time across UP, is almost the same.

“Earlier, we used to see good production in al-
termate years, Now, Cultar (2 brand of paclobutra-
zol made by the Swedish company Syngenta) has
increased production, but has impacted taste,”
he says, adding that COVIDA9 changed the mar-
ket dynamics.

Mehmood Hasan, another trader, too belioves
that Cultar has destroyed the mango market.
“Cultar should be regulated,” he says.

axi Nadeem Akhtar is the shehr gasi of Saha-
ranpur, who takes care of all the religious respon-
sibilities of the Muslim community in the area. He
is also a bridge between the administration and
the community, and himself owns orchards.

“The best part of Saharanpur is that when the
rest of India stops producing mangoes, we can
give you mangoes till September 15,7 Akhtar says.
He adds that they have been growing the same
warieties for too long and some research needs to
go into developing new strains. He also wishes
that there had been cooperatives in the area.

“One and a half million people here are depen-
dent on agriculture, Out of this, a few hundred
thousand people have mango orchards. If we
come together, we can get substantial help from
the government,” he says. “Cooperatives can do
away with contractors and farmers can decide
the value of what they produce,” he

Advocating for scientific use
In the traditional way of growing a mango tree, i
takes 2025 years for it to begin producing m:
. "Sowing a tree is sacred and protecting it is
another pious process. We were taught that we
don't destroy a tree even in a war,” Akhtar says.
He uses this example to say that orchards are
now run more as businesses.

Rao Talha is a member of the Progr
Farmers Club, which the Horticulture Depart
ment started in Saharanpur to push for science:
backed farming, which is against the overuse of
any product. “Up to 95% of the orchards are gi-

Rao Anwar (left) and Rac Ahsan at thelr archard in Ralpur willage, Saharanpur district, Uttar Pradesh, auv soanTar

ven out on contract now. That is a big problem. |
started an online platform in 2022 to reach out to
customers directly. [ was able to get a very good
price for all the varieties, but [ could not scale it
up. Tused to get s lot of reorders. Customers were
happy,” Talha says. He now sells via Facebook
and WhatsApp.

That year, he began sending mangoes from his
archard for Lucknow's Aam Utsay, one of the big-
gest competitions for mango farmers in north In-
dia. The Uttar Pradesh government organises it
and the Chief Minister attends every year. "My
mangoes came first in 2022, 2023, and 2024, This
year, the dates were changed and we could not
get that colour and taste for our mangoes,” he
says, adding that he has been managing orchands
since he was in college. He joined a corporate job
and ran businesses in between. He came back to
the field during the COVIDAS lockdown.

Talha says bagging has helped in maintaining
the regular taste of the mangoes, member of
the Progressive Farmers Club, he is in constant
touch with the 95year-old research organisation,
the Indian Council for Agricultural Re {
{ICAR). He sends pictures to scientis
there are problems in his orchard
correct advice,” he says.

Managing mango farming

Pesticide-based farming is money-heavy. “The
amount you spend increases every year, but if
you adopt the latest technigues, will
change,” Talha says. He talks about mango varie:
ties developed by the 1CAR, such as Arunima,
Arunika, and Ambika.

“I had some space in between my mango
trees, | planted a new orchard after my college
studies in 2001, That orchard is ready now with
these new varieties that are dwarf varieties bear-
ing fruits every year. They can be planted in
much less space. The yield is two to three times
more than traditional varieties. 1 have planted the
American varieties Tommy Atkins and Sensation
this year,” he says.

LK. Kishwaha, whe holds a PhDin plant path-
alogy and is a senior scientist in charge of the
ICAR-driven Krishi Vigyan Kendra in Saharanpur,
says production and cultivation of Chausa is the
highest among the varieties.

The biggest problem, he says, is how the farms
are managed. As they are run by contractors and
not farmers, there is the injudicious use of insec-
ticides, pesticides, and fertilizers, he says.

“Some of the issues cannot be solved, but have
to be managed,” he says, referring to the careful
use of pesticides, He too acknowledges that the
overuse of plant growth regulators is an issue.

“Mostly contractors push this medicine. Cul-
tar has resulted in the drying of trees and crops.
‘We have asked farmers to prepare their orchards
and use contractors to harvest, not manage the
archards. Now, only 50% of the farmers use con-
tractors to manage their orchards, Earier, it was

to them how managing their orchards on their
own will help the trees,” he says

Gampal Singh, Saharanpur's district horticul-
ture officer, echoes Kishwaha, He adds that the
“government gives subsidies up to 130,000 per
hectare for bagging”.

Chowdhury Gajendra Singh, a 66year-old
farmer from the district, has had 80 bighas of or-
chard land for the past 55 vears. “My father plant-
ed this, but if | get permission, [will plant poplars
instead. Poplars are so easy to manage and tarm-
ers are getting good prices too. [ have started hat-
ing mango orchards,” he says,

Jigeesh.amthehindu.coin
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A deadly tangle: A technician with an internet service provider inspecting the tangled cables in Hyderabad's Ramanithapur, where five men were electrocuted as their chariot touched a sq:{gmghngh tension wire during the Krishna Janmashtami puve,smnon»\ubu( 17 nightt; and
(below) a candolence paster of the five victims of the tragedy pasted in the area, RawarssHi G

Where wires hang low, and
accountability even lower

Hyderabads recent spate of electrocution deaths

eight lives lost in just two days

has exposed not just frayed

wires but a frayed system. Safety audits are allegedly ignored, court orders remain on paper and temporary fixes

pass for reforms. Power lines cut across multiple agencies
and Lavpreet Kaur uncover how the city's electrical grid is
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rief hangs heavy in the narrow lanes of

Old Ramanthapur, a working-class

suburb on the eastern edge of Hydera-

bad. Inside the Yadav household, ev-
ery corner seems to echo with the absence of 21-
year-old PKrishna, - the only son in a family of
davghters, the hoy evervone relied on. Days ear-
lier, his right arm was crowded with rakhis, tied
lovingly by his sisters who will now have only
that memory to clutch on to.

On August 18, Krishna, fondly known among
his friends as ‘Diamond” had stepped out into the
rain to fetch his father from the Janmashtami pro-
cession. Often seen in crisp white shirts, he had
put on a yellow turban and scarf on the festival
day. It was the first ever Krishna Shobha Yatra i
their neighbourhood. Until now, locals say,
festival revobved around the traditional eti or -
savolam, in which clay pots filled with butter or
sweets were smashed by youths forming a hue
man pyramid. The grand procession was meant
to add visual flourish and attract youth to the
celebrations.

By midnight, he and four others lay lifeless on
the road. The nine-foot chariot they were pulling
had brushed against a sagging high-tension wire
near RTC Colomy. The current tore through the
men in seconds. Krishna died instantly, along
with Rajendra Reddy (48) of Ravindra Magar Co-
lony, Srikanth Reddy (35) of Sharada Nagar, Ru-
dra Vikas (39) of Habsiguda and Suresh Yadav
(34) of Old Ramanthapur.

Hi: ter Ramya, who had stayed back at
home after Raksha Bandhan, remembers him
urging her not to leave for her indaws: “Just two
months ago, he had planned my wedding down
to the smallest detail. He assured me that though
he is younger, he would always take care of our
parents. No matter what |compensation| the L
vernment gives us, they can’t bring back.”

“Within seconds, it was all over. My son had
come to take me home in the rain. He wanted to
help move the chariot,” recalls Raghu Yadav,
Krishna's father, his voice breaking,. "He was our
support. But he is pone "

The loss rippled across households. Rajendra
Reddy’s wife and two school-going children are
left behind. Srikanth Reddy’s teenage children
must now grow up without the man they relied
on. The morning after the incident, Suresh Ya-
dav’s family had returned to their native place
with their infant daughter, their home in Raman-
thapur locked and silent. Neighbours say he was
the sole breadwinner.

Among the survivors was Armed Reserve head
constable V. Srinivas (55), a thick bandage
wrapped around his head and his chest still
marked from the CPR that saved him. 1 have
been friends with Vikas, Srikanth and Rajender
Reddy for over a decade. We even took photos to
gether before the procession began. When the
Gypsy ran out of fuel, we started pulling the cha-
riot ourselves. 1 was holding it from the back
when there was a sudden spark. 1 collapsed. The
next thing I knew, | was in the hospital. I lived,
but my friends did not.”

Others injured included Ganesh (21) of Golna-
ka, Surva Ravindar Yadav (30) and Mahesh (27) of
0ld Ramanthapur, Mahesh has since been dis-
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Hyderabad's
poles were
mezant for
power and
service lines.
But today
they carry a
messy
bundle of
electric and
broadband
cahles..
Constant
tugging and
overloading
weaken the
poles, while
the friction
erodes the
insulation on
power lines,
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et none claim full responsibility. Naveen Kumar

amess of dangling wires

charged, but the rest are still undergoing
treatment.

But Ramanthapur was not the only tragedy.
Within 24 hours, Hyderabad saw two more fatal
electrocutions. In DD Colony, about 2.3 kilo
metres from Ramanthapur, labourer Ram Cha-
ran Tej (18) died while erecting a 15-foot pandal
for Ganesh puja, suffering a Fatal head injury. ‘Th.c
next morning in Bandlaguda, around 16 kilo-
metres from Ramanthapur, Tony (21) and Vikas
122 died when the Ganesh idol they were tran-
sporting touched a 33-kv line. Their friend Aksh-
ay, 23, c'ﬂ.apcd with injuries.

i s lost in less than 48 hours. Since Ja-
na dozen people across Hydera-
bad and surrounding districts have died in simi-
lar accidents — a boy near an Eidgah ground in
Khairatabad, two men pulling down a signboard
in Habsiguda and workers tying banners or
plucking mangoes near live wires.

The series of electrocution deaths jolted the
government into action. Within 24 hours, Depu-
ty Chief Minister Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka, who is
also the Minister of Energy, ordered a fast-track
shift to underground cabling in Hyderabad. He
also directed the removal of unauthorised cables
from electric poles, warning of strict action
against operators. The move echoed Chief Minis-
ter A Revanth Reddy's earlier call for under-
ground networks and followed Mr.Bhatti's study
of Bengaluru's cabling model.

The Uppal police of Rachakonda booked a
case of accidental death and started a probe.
Meanwhile, IT Minister D. Sridhar Babu an-
nounced ex-gratia of ¥5 lakh for each of the be-
reaved families and said the government would
bear the entire medical expenses of those
injured.

Yet beneath the urgency of these announce-
a more complicated reality. Hydera-
ne of poles and wires is the outcome of
years of neglect, weak regulation and blurred
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responsibility. “In a built-up city, underground-
ing is disruptive and expensive,” says architect
Shankar Narayan. “Smart poles are a better alter-
native, where electricity, internet and other wili-
ties are integrated. Along major roads, under-
ground cables may work. But in narrow bylanes,
smart poles, like those used in Japan, are easier
tomaintain and can even generate revenue if pro-
perly regulated.”

He adds that the electricity utility could even
generate revenue by regulating this. “Internet
service providers string wires haphazardly on
poles, and when they are cut, households are left
without connectivity. Governments should ine
volve planners and architects before rolling out
such projects,” he argues.

A knee-jerk reaction

Instead, haste triggered fresh chaos. Telangana
State Southern Power Distribution Company Li-
mited (TGSPDCL), reeling from cri
hacking down overhead cables across
bad. In the process, it left lakhs digitally para-

lysed. Thn: Fcllular

Operators Associa-
After TGSPDCL cuts the

tion  of India
{COAD called the
abrupt cable-cut-

- ting move “indis-
wires, we have to trace criminate and
every line and redo the apgressive.”
connections. Customers Social  media

was soon flooded
with photos of se-
vered wires piled
an pavements., Of
fice  work was
stalled,  students
missed  deadlines
and homes fell into sudden silence. “Without in-
ternet, all our high-end devices are just bricks,”
says Rahul Kumar, who gave up work to watch a
maovie with colleagues.

College students, struggling on patchy mobile
data, fumed. “I1 had a deadline for my project
submission and missed it as there was no Wi-Fi.
And they tell us Hyderabad is becoming a smart
city,” rues engineering student Sridhar.

Even daily routines were upended due to the
balckout. "Ouwr smart TV went blank. My daught-
er asked if the internet had gone on strike,” says
Arvind, a software engineer from Kukatpally.

A senior official in the Department of Electri-
cal Inspectorate admits that Hyderabad's poles
were never designed for the burden they now
carry. "They were meant for power and service
lines. Today they carry a messy bundle of electric
and broadband cables, often indistinguishable
from one another. Reckless pulling of network
cables can disturb an electric one, and in some
cases, even turn a data line into a conductor,” the
official avers.

The risks, he explains, build up slowly but fa-
tally. Constant tugging and overloading weaken
the poles, while the friction erodes the insulation
on power lines. "Even without a direct fault, the
way these cables are fastened and dragged eats
into the lifespan of our network. It is a slow, invis-
ible erosion of safety. A single break in sheathing
or prolonged contact with a signal cable can un-
leash a lethal charge,” he says.

Eyewitnesses in the Ramanthapur case recall
seeing a dangling signal line brushing a high-ten-
sion wire — the moment the chariot became elec
trified, causing the five young men to collapse
within seconds.

Such incidents, the official points out, under-

are calling us nonstop,
bt the damzage wasn't
ours to begin with,
ATECHNICIAN WITH A
LEADMNG ISP

line mot just technical faws but the absence of
clear oversight. Broadband operators, mostly
private players, string lines across power infras-
tructure with little oversight. Permission is meant
to come from both municipal authorities and the
power utility, but in practice it is rarely sought.

According to him, both the Central Electricity
Authority regulations and Indian  Standard
15:1255, which lays down norms for the safe in-
stallation and maintenance of power cables, em-
phasise the need to keep signal and power cables
separate  to  ensure safety and  prevent
interference.

Last year, the TGSPDCL had issued directives
to cable operators and internet service providers
to remove unauthorised lines from electricity
poles. But enforcement is weak.

“Broadband providers must be brought under
a regulatory framework, with accountability
equal to that of the power network. Unless their
networks are supervised, monitored and shifted
to safer routes, either physically away from the
power network or into underground ducts, such
preventable tragedies will repeat,” he warmns.

Meanwhile, internet service providers (ISPs)
argue that they are being unfairly targeted. A field
worker from a leading ISP says that operators al-
ready pay rent to use electricity poles — about
150 monthly per wire per pole — a cost that is
passed on to customers as part of subscription
fee. “0Of a 13,500 subscription for six months,
nearly 1500 goes to the government as tax. When
we are already paying rent, how can we be called
unauthorised,” he asks.

Under the current arrangement, he clarifies,
the Electricity Department is responsible for
maintaining both the poles and the cables. He al-
s0 claims that optical fibre cables are insulated
and safe. “We handle them with bare hands ev-
ery day. There is no risk of current passing
through.”

He notes that the sheer demand for broad-
band has driven the proliferation of wires. “3o-
metimes 3-4 lines hang on a single pole, some-
times 10, depending on the area. We try to have
a5 many wires as we can on a single pole to meet
demand and cut costs,” he says.

But the sudden cable-cutting drive has been
crippling. *In one night, three truckloads of wires
were cut from 5,000 poles in Ramanthapur
alone. Across the city, more than 10 lakh users
lost internet. Restoring those networks will take
weeks and massive investment. But the govern-
ment is turning us into scapegoats,” he says.

Technicians on the ground describe an impos-
sible workboad. “People think we just plug a wire
back in and it works,” says a junior ISP worker.
“After TGSPDCL's cuts, we have to trace every
line and redo the connections. Our customers are
calling us nonstop, but the damage wasn't ours o
begin with. We don’t even know when we can
restare service.”

Searching for safer strects

Even as operators complain of disruption, offi-
cials stress the need for deeper reforms. With the
Ganesh festival days away, experts have flagged
weak joints, low-grade festival wiring and risky
pandal connections as potential hazards. Sug-
gested safeguards include insulated connectors,
isolating devices, regular safety audits, CCTV
monitoring of power lines, and limits on idol
height and structure,

In 2016, the Telangana High Court capped idol
heights at 15 feet, but the order has remained lar-
gely on paper, with affluent organisers compet-
ing to stage ever-grander installations. Official
warnings have fared no better.

But the broader challenge is structural. Hyde-
rabad’s wires are not just a tangled mass over-
head; they are entangled in bureaucracy, split
between civic bodies, discoms, private operators
and State agencies, with no single authority tak-
ing complete responsibility. For grieving families
in Ramanthapur and beyond, however, debates
aver underground ducts, smart poles and regula-
tory gaps hold little meaning. Their plea is stark:
nomore lives should be lost to a system so dange-
resusly unmanaged.

Anx
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In Russia, reboot
of legacy connect

New Delhi mustensure that its close ties with
Moscow don'timpact its friendship with the West

falloutof US President Donald Trump's tariff

aggression is the deepening of India-Russia

ties, Moscow has been a legacy partner for

ew Delhi since the days of the Soviet Undon,

of course. Despite India professing non-alignment
during the Cold War, itsided with the Soviet Union in
the B60s and 1970s — the Treaty of Peace, Friendship
and Cooperation in August 1971, before the Bangladesh
‘war in December, cemented the relationship — but this
cooled off in the 1990s, when the Soviet Union
collapsed and Russia rose from its debris, and
thereafter. In the last two decades, India pivoted more
towardsthe US, though itnever really cutoffits
relations, especially in defence marters, with Russia.
‘This time, Washington has left New Delhi with no
option but to infuse more substance into its ties with
Moscow, External affairs minister S Jaishankar's
Moscow visit, Russia reiterating its support for New
Delhi, and the announcement that Russian President
Viadimir Putin will visit India later thisyear suggest
that the relationship has come full circle.

The difference is the presence of a third party, China,
which now has unprecedented influence over Russia,
unlike in the heydays of the Soviet Union. China also
‘appears to be capitalising on the strainsin India-U5 ties
by hastening the thaw in its relations with India,
though concerns remain in New Delhi regarding the
situation on the Line of Actual Control and Bejing's
policies across the Indo-Pacific, The Chinese envoy in
New Delhi has spoken about standing with India in the
faceof the bullying tactics of the US adm inistration, but
such moves appear to be aimed more at shoringup
Beijing's position in its rivalry with Washis The
challenge for Moscow and Delhi will be to secure their
ties with the ups and downs of their respective
relations with Beijing and Washington.

At the heart of the present pivot is India’s energy
purchases from Russia. Jaishankar darified that
Washington had earlier prodded New Delhi to increase
purchases to stabilise the crude market when the West
imposed sanctions on trade with Moscow after the
invasion of Ukraine. He also called out the hypocrisy of
the US accusing India of profiteering. Europe has been
a key beneficiary of India’s refining prowess, which
ensured the supply of fuel at reasonable rates. India’s
trade choicesare set by its national interests and not by
the US President’s whims. It is unfortunate that the
US is not just threatening toundo a relationship that
had been built with a lot of hard work on both sides, but
alsotostymie India's legacy relationship with Russia.

‘Washington will be mistaken to think that the loser
here is India. Trump's excessive emphasis on
bilateralism centred around his short-sighted vision of
self-interest has already expanded the space for non-
military multilateral blocs such as Brics and Shanghai
‘Cooperation Organisation, which provide salience to
Russia, China, India, Iran, Brazil and South Africa.

For India, achallenging part will be to ensure that
the Trumpadministration’s fusillade over alleged “war
profiteering” does not spill over and impact its ties with
the UK and Europe. London and New Delhi have inked
a free trade agreement that both sides see as fair, and
talksare in progress to ink a trade deal with Brussels,
Meanwhile, New Delhi and Moscow should work
closely to address impediments in bilateral tradein
sectors other than defence and ofl, and assuggested,
discuss services. A broad-based relationship willand
should have thedepth totide over ideological divides,
regime changes and the churm in global power
relations.

[ THIRD EYE |
Barkha Dutt

Saving India-US "

relationship from
Trump & beyond

The relationship between the
two countries is longer and
deeper than the whims of

an individual president

here was abways a feudal warlord

element to US President Donald

Trump's recent outbursts against

Indin. As he lashed out from behind

the protective gear of tariifs and

Pemlne-i the US ;we;dents rants
on

thearrogance that
permit themselves.

Russian oil is a bogey. This is the 2025 ver-
ston of the East Indla Company. at least insofar
as a colonialist mindset goes. The Americans
may not be physically arriving to vanguish
Il Mke the British invaders did. But the enti-
thed way with which the Trump administration
s talkifig down to India smacks of the same
attitiade.

And i you had even the slightest doult that
this was about some genuine disagreement
over India’s supposed protectionism in farm-
ing. dairy and fishing. the language uscd by
Feter Navarro, trade andviser to Trumyp, shoukd
shut that down,

With the use of the phrase “Maharaja tar-
iffs”, Navarro has displayed an inherent orien-
talism and clichéd racism in how the Trump
administration views us. ‘N'Jlal L] h\‘xollu o d-u
mext — useth

Navarro — whose Frnancm! Times op-e-d
pretty much warned India to pick a side. strate-
gic autonomy be damned — has made it all
misch worse with his newest utlerances. He's
called India a laundromat for the Kremlin,
while iUs his boss who laid out the proverbial
red carpet for Viadimir Putin at the Alaska
Summit just days ago.

US treasury secretary Scott Bessent acoused
India of “profiteering™ from the purchase of
Russian oil, which, after being refined. is also

boughe by Eurege. But guess who s really prof-
iteering from the Ukraine war? America!
Bessent. in a separate interview, conceded
that the Trump administration was taking o
0% rrck up on all wespons sokl to the Ewrope-
ans who in tum are sclling them to Ukraine,
Trump, who wants a Nobel Peace Prize for
“ending wars", is actually set on making some
money from this one. In Angust. The Wall Stroet
Janrnal reported that four European countries
were buying weapons vaheed at roughly $1 bil-
liom, which were to be delivered 1o Kyiv,
Bessent justified the mark-up in prices arg-
ing that it might pay for air cover over Ukraine.
But Trump reveals himsell to be a profit-
minded businessman right o the last dime, I

USImnr}'mmm Soott luumamﬂlnd: ul‘“pmﬁturllg from the ;plm'lusn(
ed that i

the Trump

4 vhaln

"‘Nmu'l:llp

India sees benedit for her peop Interess
in buying ol from Russis, we are accused by
the same folks of fuding Putin’s war machine.
The hypocrisy is staggering: none of it makes
any sense, Even humbugs need an internally
consistent argument.

Iactually agree with those who argue thal
the Indin-US relationship is longer and d ceper
than the whims:of an individual president. And
while I understand the need for short-term
transactionalism o play a move agains: Tramp
in a langage he will under stand, Tam not a big
believer in the assumption that China will
deliver what Washington has not.

And 1 am no America-hater. On the contrary,
1 grew up in New York and studied in public

TIHE AMERICAN RESPONSLE
WILL NOW I ]
INDIA'S MUSCLI o
INDIA HAS BEEN WARNED
AGAINSTTHE PERILS OF
INVESTING TOO MUCH IN
ONE COUN/ £
CORNER OF THE GLOBE.

nall weap P Mo
school there. | graduated from a journalism
school Ln New York. And have done countless
other fellowships at American universitles
across the length of the East Coast,

lsee andappreciate the intersections in our
demoeracies and the cultural commonalities
ereated by globalisation and technology.

‘Trump has boen imperious; China has been

dversarial, Trump's Ellibili ny

oul in the public domain; Xi Jinping's are
shrouded in opacity, Trump has either been
Mattered or incentivised to treat Pakistan with
kid gloves. China has sctually worked with Pak-
istan in Operation Sindoor.

So yes, there is merit in the fact that the
American-Indian relationship has 1o be pro-
tected agalnst and bevond Trump. Ifanything,

Ukravime.

macy? Your guess is as good as mine. Butl do
wonder, where the much-vaumted beroes of ihe
Indian diaspora are.

The lwe-million strong Indian-American
dizspora has often been called a model immi-
grant commumnity. [is leaders run Big Tech,
Ainancial instinations, hold key positions inaca-
demia and policy making and cheer for Indian
cricket while being prowd Americans. Many of
them are products of excellent — and highly
subsidised — Indian higher education, Even
with thedr hyphenated identity, does their blood
mot boil at the way India is being treated? Is
their love for India only limited to Virat Kohli
and Jaspreet Bumrah? Or is everyone terrified
of being nurfled out like an Elon Musk?

here am no immediate answers to the

the American response will now be
in Indias muscle memary. India has been
wirmeil against the perils of Investing too much
i ot CoumtLEy o one cormer of the globe.
There 5 much debate over why India is una-
bl b gt thirowgh to Trump. s this abowt credil
for Operation Sindoor, his glant cgo belng
slighted, the Pakistanis purpertedly hiring his
former bodyguard among their lobbyists or our
formal, restrained way of conducting diplo-

Trump's deci-
slulll.olord) the bridge with India. But if the
Trump administration s unable w understand
that In the end this is about Indi's sovereigniy
1o take her own dedsions, there may be litde
left to salvage by the time this president exits
the White House.

Barkha Dutt is an eward-winning jovrnalise and
author. The wiews expressed are personal

Why Bollywood is bleeding
money and losing audiences

Ardeshir Irani, was released on March

14, 1931 In the following decades. fea-

ture flms became one of forces that bind India

twogether. But there are concerns that the num-

ber of Indians watching filns in cinema thea-
r.n: is fast. dudllnng

¥ Iact

larn Ara the first Indian feature film
A with sound, produced and directed by

h ™
Lhr:cummtsta.le of despair, especially in Bolly-
wood. The rise of social media, more than a
decade cardier, and Facebook, Twitter, and
Instagrnm turning into public squanes. served
the greater good initially, but quickly turned
into toxde carriers and amplifiers of misinfor-
mation and targeted attacks. The immense
reach of social media platforms — also
cn%}'pn] mobile messaging applications such
hatsApp— has served to magnify the con-
certed attacks on the Hindi film industry
through egregious hashtags and trending cam-
paigns like Boyoott Bollywood. Millions of posts
carrying misinformation and falsehoods cur-
Eatively ereated a degree of popiilar antipatly
towardsa mueh-loved Industry
Cinema and stardom are all about enlgma.
Over the decades, actors, directors, and produc
erswere inhabitants of an [naceessible galaxy.
Theedr descent into the social media spoce seck-
ing their i i
overzealous paparazzi who fed their most
bamal morments to smartphones, where peaple
savw them in their kitchens, in gyms, in their l-
ing rooms, have diminished ther mystique and

destroyed the myths around them. Further,
social media fan clubs of actors — many of
them sponsorned — st spewing venom at
each other, targeting rival stars. The awdience
would join in. Trolled, abused, and shouted at,
Uhe stars got reduced 1o mere mortals.
The ctymalagy of the word enter-
tainment can be traced to Frenchand
Latin words that mean “to hold
together”. "o engage”. In Hindi manoe-
ranfan refors to something that holds
your attention, These words have devi-
ated froms their original meanings toa
baser usage that refers to amusement.
But we are no longer amused; we are
worried that the traditional business
model of feature films is declining.
That may be so with other industries as well
But the public is not fulminating about, say,
theirom and steel sector. Nobody is complain-

Anubhav
Sinha

at my engineering college in Aligarh helped me
understand the meaning of the hyric. Today. 1

can get Artificial Intelligence to take those

words and write me an Urdu coupler in the
same style in seconds. Dur habits and tastes are
evolving to something completely different. and
every industry is trying to realign to changing
demands and @Esies.

Clnema is both an art form and a besiness
product. The experience of watching a film in
atheatre can be demanding You need to take
out three to four hours from your schedule,
travel o the theatre, spend your money on an
“overpriced” tickel and confine yous-
self to the world of the film during is
duration. The film had better be enter-
taining. Also, unlike in the old days,
AUMErous venues ane competing for
your disposable income. Each such
venue, including the cincma ticket
counter, will suffer until the disposa-
ble income increases, New avenues —
CONCETLS, vacations — arc winning
the older omes. especially the cinemas,
are losing out.

Cinema isalsoin rouble becawse of the high
maintenance costs invalved in Its production

ing about nepatism in ing. Bolly-
wood is the glittering target that everybody
aims al. There isvicarious pleasure in learing
i thie gllded lives of Bollywood (oons. Ln our
a e of digital metrlcs, |t does not matier

an argumest has o basis or an sccuss:
uun 15 backed by evidence. Virality seems: to
matler more,

Weare living inan age of rapid transforma-
tion, In the 1980s, 1 heard a song at home in
Benaras: Mere hum-nafas mere huin-nowe
muijhe dest ban ke dagha ra de My dear soul-
mateand my confidanse, do not be a friend and
then betray). It was three years before a friend

PVR-Inox the biggest player in
the exhibition sector, is reportedly beeding
because of high realty costs. [t has resorted to
general |I1% revenues from advertisements
Dbefore the lilm and during the interval, and the
intermission snacks. India ks probably the anly
country that has intervals during lm screen-
ings. The flmmaker has 1o build a popom
ingerval. Waiters wander up and down the

waich films. has been reduced toa secondary
or parallcl activity.

1 e ber rraking, Wi films for 25 years,
The Hindi filmmaker i having a tough time,
Prouction eosts have skyrocketed, While the
rise in production expenses can be limi ted 1o
around 3% more than what it was five years
agn, lees charged by the stars and directors
ave climbed by 200% 10 S00%. And, nostar or
direcior gusrantees a big enough Friday.

don't like th and
thear Tinding it tough with the
OTTs. Nedther is golng anywhere, We need new
wulae and new budgets. Producers and the
stars have 1o engage more aggressively with
Fresh ideas. There is siill a large sudience that
likes 1o go to the theatres. Millions of young
adults are joining the cinema-going crowds
every year, They will dictate the films they
would like 1o wilch,

And the discourse needs some compassion.
A thousand books are published every year,
and only a few are as beautiful as Banu Mush-
t=q"s Heart Lampand go on to win the Interna-
tional Booker Prize. The rationak lor beauty
and success is similar in songs, essays, paini-
ings, and scul prures. Each decade in Bollywood
has had its share of beautiful and popolar fitms
and box office failunes.

The good news is Lthat flmmakers are obses-
sive people, We will make o s somehow,
They will play In the cinems houses. We will
continue 1o belleve that we will find enough
audience o sustain our art Esch pan of the
machine will adapt and make the machine
wwk Every weekend, there are films released

aisles, selling snacks, P
while some people are trying to wun:h uuc il
Such distractions reduce the chances of people
immersing themselves in a film, The very idea
that the movie theatre was built. which is to

. Go watch them,

Anubhay Sinha is the director of Mok,
Articl 15 and Thappad, amang otbers,
The views exprossed are personal

transition is underway. Small towns.

nd villages in peri-urban arcas,

adjacent to dis-

lriclhm-dqunrtm.md along transport cori-
2 e s

5 Il looks towarda predominanty
{! urban future, a quiet but powerful

nan fiarm cconamic activities. Towns with
Fewer than 100,000 residemts now comprise
a7% of India’s urban system and are finally

ks

Small cities’ outsized
role in the urban future

between village and town.
Periurban arcas offer cheaper land and
L‘QSRF access 10 natural resources, and less

undier maral governance, ill-equipped to pro-
vide urben services and plun for urbani sation.
Imsmers haphazard congruction. specuk-

Forests. icedeficis.
wmnds.andiann]andsmmlnely sacn L'Mlshas Rural-Urban Transidnn Policy
ficed for o s urbanisa-

cate 1o the outskirts lo reduce costs. This Linnaza uulpwvnll.'s urban-grade

oma broader scude and with Fewer resources, unclludml expEnsion d.lsrllpls hydrobogieal  Infrastructure and planniig support before

India’s urban planning remains patchy.  systens, e ification takes piace. State-dis-
wummlwmnpm—. Mmmuwﬂhuu maw ty. O i i d ward wclur

s i com- I s, This phased

ernance. Rural spatial
planning is similarly
neglected, despite the
urbanising nature of
many villages, What's
needed s more than

mons as wastelands —
must be revised. Tlnsc

preparatory approsch exemplifies forwand-
Inaking governance and offers valuabile les-

sonsfor

arcas nre vital ecok
R ingr G

arens in the

based land switability
amalysis and carrying

@ O

shadow are experiencing Bster pmu.h[m
and economic growth, We must focus on three

{ EDITOR'S PICK }

s editon offera el ¥ Saturday, which
context, and helps understand recent news hmts

STRAYS IN A DOGHOUSE

The Supm‘ne Court’s rethink in the matter of stray
itad il Tvow
f'hlul_v debated the |=;L1L is, and how a balance

nmeeds i be striek between the right of stray dogs 1o Loy 1"“;‘
co-exlst in spaces humans inhabit and the safety INDIA
and protection of humans against dog attacks and DoGs

zoonaotic diseases. That balance needs to factor in
relevant science and seciclogy.

Agning this backdrop, we recommend The Book
of Indian Dogs, featuring 25 breeds that constitute

gaining attention in policy dialogues. token master plans. We  Suydeshna Jaya capacity as priorities: Prep: e India’s canine heritage. The book is dITIdNI into
Can we guisle th need pe-centric Chatterjee Dhindaw protect  tec :mdl:mpm-m-.. ituti three working dogs,

bef regiomal frameweorks that sensitive topl il and hounds. It provides background mu‘sunﬁch

they succum Irlounvhnnad sprawl? Despite  are flexible in land use, Tr: | he'lr;rshapenmre&limwrhl-ﬁnlum breed, their Dhr'&cal ctlarmerls:lc& behaviour,

functioning like urban areas, many remain  envirenmemntally i d early hl[]\ uses, origins, and history. T covers lesser-

administratively rural, lscking spatial plm— grounded. andregularly updxm‘l These must can lead thi Sudeshn Chatrerfee is director (Research, known omes. such as the Ahl:nuorl The book is

nm;cm‘imnmmwlm bebadoed by toward coologic fion. Kneowleelge and E it Déaimdaw based on years of travel and research into dog

ancemechanisms, Wllnwlmm'\-mlnm.mq
risk replicating the problems of larger cliles—

and rural sdmms r\:rm\aﬂulal planning
approach must recognise the continuum

Census towns — crested by reclassilving
over 2000 villages in the st census—remain

Is execuntvedivector (Sustaiable Cies Program )
ar WET Inclia. The views expressed are persosal

breeds. and the experience of the author, a natural-
Lst and conservationist. in ralsing dogs.
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It is armazing how complete is the delusion that beauty is goodness

Leo Tolstoy
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Questions linger on
new roadmap to
app-based taxis

he State government's decision to replace the proposed

Transport Aggregator Guidelines 2025 with a new State Taxi

Policy marks a notable change in stance on regulating the

taxi ecosystemn. Interestingly, for the first time, taxi stake-

holders met face-to-face with legislators, including Chief
Minister Pramod Sawant, Transport Minister Mauvin Godinho, Tour-
ism Minister Rohan Khaunte, and other MLAs, marking a significant
step towards aggregator reform.

A major positive outcome of the meeting was that the government
acceded to the taxi lobby's demand to scrap the Transport Aggregator
Guidelines, 2025, with the chief minister and the transport minister
backing down from their firm stance. If we may recall, Godinho has
been firm on moving ahead with the guidelines after consulting all
taxi sections, while Sawant had recently spoken tough, saying, “We
are ready to take any bold decision in the interest of the State, We are
ready for criticism and backlash...we are used to it...but in the larger
interest of the State and for future tourism, some decisions have to be
made.”

This change in approach may be motivated by the acknowledgment
that imposing app-based aggregators in Goa without widespread
agreement could lead to negative repercussions, including legal chal-
lenges, protests, or standoffs that could adversely impact tourism.
The government's acknowledgement of concerns of taxi drivers and
its commitment to consider their input suggest a strategic fallback,
aiming to develop a policy that is both progressive and acceptable.

Another positive that emerged from the meeting is that a draft State
Taxi Policy holds promise of factoring in the objections raised to the
aggregator guidelines, The question is whether the policy will genu-
inely streamline fares and guarantee transparency, or simply satisfy
the taxi lobby in the short term?

At the top, among the list of concerns, was the question of transpar-
ency, safety, and fair pricing. There were also worries over players like
Ola and Uber eating into the business. And there were other issues
like a lack of adequate connectivity, etc. The Transport Department
had received 3,519 objections and 455 supportive suggestions, mainly
from tourist taxi operators, after publishing the draft on May 21,

On the table, none of the key issues were resolved. There should
have been some consensus on the twin issues of fares and outstation
plavers. The taxi unions have historically opposed the entry of na-
tional players, as they contend that such platforms could lead to fare
undercutting, jeopardising the financial stability of traditional taxi
drivers. The million dollar question is, how is the policy going to be
different?

There is uncertainty about whether this policy will truly tackle
the underlying problems. The government's focus on ‘collaborative
solutions” and the establishment of a committee to handle grievanc-
es points to an intention to consider the interests of traditional taxis.
However, a major challenge lies in balancing these concerns with the
need to modernize and digitize the transport sector.

The meeting concluded with the picture remaining hazy: Can Goa
maintain distinct regulations that support traditional taxis while also
incorporating digital platforms? The government's readiness to po-
tentially align pricing strategies with the demands of the taxi lobby
may undermine the fundamental ideals of fair competition and trans-
parency. The dedication to digitization and the aspiration to create a
‘smart’ Goa are commendable, but the same old challenges remain
on the taxd front. If the obstacles are not addressed, the policy could
end up being merely a theoretical concept rather than a transforma-
tive change.

OPEN SPACE »> -

Outsiders taking over taxi
business with political support

It is sad to see outsiders from other states slowly taking over the taxi business

of Miz Goenkars, with backing from politicians. Recently, | booked & taxi from

the Taj India Tours counter at Dabolim airport. Afer paying the fare, the driver
forced me to pay Rs 5o extra at the toll gate. He did not even know the route to
Chandor, and | had to guide him. nstead of thanking me, he demanded a tip for
poor service, The taxi was unsafe, with scratches, a damaged boot, and water
leakage that spoiled my luggage. The driver, from Karnataka, was talking on his
phone in Kannada while driving. At the airport, | noticed many taxi drivers speak-
ing in Kannada, showing how outsider groups are increasing. This is hurting lo-
cal drivers. Are they being supporied as vobe banks by some MLAs, while Goans
are ignored? Goan taxi drivers know English, Hindi, and Konkani, and they know
Goa's routes well. They provide safe service to tourists, Dutsiders, however, are
demanding tips and looting travellers. Goans must support our taxd drivers, who
are working hard to protect their Families and our traditional business.

RONNIE DSOUZA, Chancor

Saturday August 23, 2025

GST 2.0: Simpler, fairer, faster

The proposed reform aims to simplify compliance, reduce disputes,
and transform GST into a fair, growth-driven tax system

¥Thewriteris a
futurist, govern-
ance evangelist,

and sustainability
| pioneer

i

SHAILESH HARIBHAKTI

his Independence Day, from the

Red Fort, Prime Minister Narendra

Modi called for the next genera-
tiom of the GST reform. His promise was
simple yet transformative: fewer rates,
simpler compliance, and a tax system
that truly enables business rather than
entangles it

The vision is bold—moving from four
major slabs to two basic rates (5% and
18%) and one special demerit rate of
fo%—but the opportunity is even big-
ger. This is our chance to make the GST
the gold standard of indirect taxation:
simple, fair, comprehensive, and litiga-
tion-free,

As someone who has watched the
GST evolve from its inception, | believe
the moment has come to reset it on six
foundational principles. Done right, this
reform can not only ease doing business
but also dramatically cut the crippling
load of disputes clogging our tribunals
and courts.

1. Two Basic Rates: Certainty
Over Complexity

Multiple rates have been the single
largest source of classification disputes.
Moving to 5% and 18%, with a tightly
ring-fenced 4o0% rate for lwory and sin
goods, will end rate arbitrage and make
compliance intuitive,

The new schedule should be locked
to detailed HSN codes so there is no
room for interpretational chaos. Pub-
lish an official "old-to-new"” mapping
50 every taxpayer knows exactly where
they stand.

2. No Exemptions,
No Ded ns

Exemptions sound good in theory but
create cascading taxes and endless argu-
ments. The better path is universal cov-
erage and near-full input tax credit (ITC).
We must prune the blocked-credit list to
the bare minimum—only for true person-
al consumption. Ewery other business
expense, from capex to services, should
enjoy seamless credit.

3. Fnll(:mrerﬁ;e: Brlnér
Every Sector Under G!

We cannot leave out massive seg-
ments of the economy and then call the
GST a unified tax.

* Fuels should come in  stag-

Thevision is
bold—moving
from four major
slabs to two
basic rates
and 18%) an(s?
one special
demerit rate of
go%—but the
opportunity is
even bigger

es—ATF and matural gas now, pet
rol and diesel in due course—
while guarantesing  states  their
revenue share.

« Electricity should be taxed at 5%
with full ITC to remove cascading costs
For industry.

» Real estate needs uniform treat-
ment and ITC flow-through to cut hid-
den taxes on homebuyers,

Even alcohol for human consump-
tion—now  constitutionally  with
states—should be part of a long-term
roadmap for true unification.

4. Ease of Assessment; From
Policing to Partnership

The taxpayer interface must become
frictionless. One return, one audit,
all dome through risk-based, faceless
sCTUHRY.

Pre-filled returns should be the
norm for all e-invoicing taxpayers, with
auto-maitching and tolerance bands to
avoid trivial notices. Every query must
have a standard checklist and a single
authority—no parallel summons from
the centre and states.

5. Quick Closure
of Open Issues

The backlog of disputes from the
early GST years is staggering. We need
& one-time closure scheme—call it
"GST Samadhan 2026"—waiving pen-
alties and most interast for voluntary
settlement of transitional mismatches,
classification confusions, and inverted
duty disputes.

The newly operational GST Appel-
late Tribunal must be mandated to
dispese of all pending appeals with-
in strict timelines. And for conten-
tious sectors like online gaming, we
must legislate a clean prospective
base and offer a closure window for
past liabilities.

6. Genuine Ease of
Doing Business

Ease of doing business is not about

slogans—it is about the daily reality for
millions of enterprises.

* Refunds must be paid within o0
days, with automatic interest if de-
layed.

= Taxpayers must be able to correct
returns within a defined window with-
out the fear of penalty.

= Anti-profiteering, now  housed
under the Competition Commission,
should sunset for the new regime, free-
ing businesses to forus on value crea-
tion.

The Prize: Growth
Without Gridlock

If we adopt this six-pillar path, the
GST can move from being a compliance
burden to becoming an enabler of com-
petitiveness,

With buoyant revenues—Rs 237
lakh crore in April zo25—we have the
fizcal toom to rationalise without fear
of deficit blowouts, And with strong
technology  infrastructure, we can
enforce compliance without  stifling
ENEETprise.

Maost impartantly, these reforms will
cut the cxygen supply to litigation. Two
rates, full credit, and comprehensive
coverage will remove the interpreta-
tional fog that has consumed so much
time, energy, and capital.

This is a defining
moment

Just as GST 1o united India
into a single market, GST 2.0 can
unite us in a single vision—of a
tax regime that is fair, fast, and
Future-ready.

Prime  Minister MNarendra Modi
has thrown down the gauntlet; it is
now for the GST Council, the cen-
tre, and the states to pick it up and
act with the urgency the economy
deserves.

A simpler GST is not just a tax re-
form; it is a growth reform. It is time to
make it real.

il
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Madkai shootout shows Goa's
slipping law and order

The recent shootout in Madkai should
senve as a wake-up call for the govern-
ment and police. Goa has always been
known as a peaceful State, but the
increasing frequency of such violent
incidents shows that our law and order
machineny is slipping. The fact that bul-
lats were fired an a busy siretch with ng
functioning streetlights only highlights
the State’s failure to ensure basic safaty.
While politicians are busy trading blame,
the people are left to live with fear.
Safety of citizens cannot be reduced toa
palitical argument. It is the govemment's
duty to reassure Goans that the State
remains under contral, and not sliding
inta lawlessness. The police may have
responded swiftly with naka-bandis and
forensic checks, but real confidence will
come only when culprits are caught and
punishad. Too often we hear promises of
“strict action™ after every crime, but little
cthanges on the ground.

ROY FERNANDES, Furvonim
Majority of BJP ministers
not from BJP ideology

‘With the latest entry of Digambar Kamat
inta the BJP government, ene must ask
why party membsers are fine with this,

A miajority of ministers are not originalty
from the BJP - six are ex-Congress, one
is an Independent and one is from the
MGR Except for Chief Minister Pramad
Sawant, almost all senior ministers are
ex-Congress [eaders. Ironically, the BJF it-
self had once condemned many of them
as corrupt or tainted by sedous charges
like rape orimalve ment in riots.

Why then is the BIP high command
giving preference to “outsiders” instead
of loyal members whe have lang fol-
lowed the party's core ideology? Do BJP
members have any self-respect, and do

.
‘Bonderam’ as state festival

Taday, August 23, the vibrant island of Divar comes alive as the
Piedade Youth Association (FYA) is all geared up to host the
much-awaited ‘Bonderam Festival’, the traditional Aag festival of
Goa, and celebrate 50 successhul years of the association. The
festival recalls the centuries-old land disputes between villages
on Divar 1sland and the Portuguese colonial authorities, a time
when locals would tear down Flags to protest land claims.

Taday, the festival transforms this history into a joyous occasion
with a colourful flag parade, a fancy-dress competition, and a
traditional float parade. The festival features straat dancing and
music festivals, with bands and perfommers flocking to Divar
lsland. Itis a significant event that showcases the rich cultural
heritage and unique history of Goa and its people. Initially, it was
anly celebrated within the community, but today peaple from
different parts of the country and the world visit Goa specially to

attend this festival.

However, Bonderam Festival is not a state festival, but rather a
popular and vibrant cultural festival. While the festival is nota
celebration against Parfuguese colonial rule in the sense of an
anti-colonial uprising, it does originate from a period of tension
and resistance related to the Porfuguese administration®s land
policies. Given the historical significance of the festival, as it
reminds one of the repressive rule during the Portuguese regime
which lasted for 450 years, it would be in the fitness of things
forthe Goa government ta declare Bonderam Festival as a state

festival.

ADELMO FERNANDES, Voo

they truly understand what is happening

within their party?

ARWIN MESQUITA, (ol

Anjuna still waiting for
freedom from noise

This Independence Day, while the nation
celebrated freedom, the residents of
Anjuna and Vagator were denied their
most basic freedom, the right to sleep.
Dince again, clubs and restaurants along
the coastal belt blared music well past
midnight, despite repeated complaints
and clear laws prohibiting it. 1t is sad
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that locals must mark the occasion of sur
independence by praparing a candlelight
protest, not against a foreign power, but
against the deaf ears of our own authori-
ties. The Moise Pollution Rules state that
music must stop at 1o pm, yet enforce-
ment appears optional when nightlife
profits ane at stake, Tourists may come and
g0, but residents live here every day. Their
health, peace of mind, and dignity cannat
be collateral damage in Goa's party econ-
omy. Lastyear, protests forced temparary
action. Must citizens really take to the
streets every August to remind the admin-
istration af its duty? True independence

is ot just political freedom; it is alsa the
freedom to live peacefully in one’s home.
It is time for authorities to respect that.

SHERWYN C, Mapusa

Old, tired choices

Ministerial changes and new appoint-
ments, including those of a CM, always
have an intaresting aspect: new faces
and new backgrounds, as has been
seen in the BJFs CM announcements

in WP, Rajasthan and Orissa in recent
times. However, the Goa government's
reshuffle, bringing in a political elder and
another BJP loyalist, seemns to suggest
that the party is tired, on the one hand,
and has no new blood to infuse inta

its cadre here. The choice of cabinet
minister also suggests that all is not
well within the party, and now that the
elections are less than bwo years away, it
i= trying to recover lost ground and getits
act together. The truth is that the stata's
tourism is suffering, the cabbies are an
unhappy lot, environmental concems
are mounting by the day, and illagal land
i= being regularised with an eye on tha
palls. The fact that the state has India’s
highest unem ployment rate is unacce pt-
able. But the cument dispensation has no
solutions. What a sharme!

BRIAN DE SOUZA, Margoo
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HAT the Hyderabad Crick-

el Assoclation (HCA) has
been synomymous with eve:
rything that is detrimental to
the image of the gentlemans
game is commaonplace. It has
reached such lows that the
moment the mame HCA erops
up, out spring wosds like cor-
ruption, irregularities, shoddy
dub structure, outright defi-
ance of the guidelines and re-
form regulations and making
a mackery of Supreme Court
rulings as regards governance
and sdministration. Though,
the Association has been in the
mews for all the wrongs reasons
for several years now, its im-
age wuached the nadir when
A Jagan Mohan Rao became
its President using fraudulent
means despite not meeting the
qualification criteria. The last

Ray of hope for a ‘clean” HCA

two years have been marred
by murky ‘deals” ostensibly at
the behest of Rao and his cro-
nies. They were carried sway
in their blind belief that their
whims and fancies would hold
sway all througls their ill-god-
ten tenure, I was this 'l can do

mo wrong' amogan<e thal saw
them nub the shoulders of Sun-
risers Hyderabad (SRH) on the
wrong side. The flashpoint of
the IPL 2025 ticketing scandal
that led 1o SHH nasnagement
threatening to relocate their
headquarters 1o outside of
RGICS was without any doult
the beginning of the end of
Rad's misrule, He and his men
have been arrested on charges

of i and frad, a devel-
wmhuhukmhikdh}'
some genuine’ former admin-
istrators.

Even as the players, admin-
Istrators and support staff were
getting worried at the gradual
daowmslide of the sport in Tel-
angana and the massive boss of
oppartunitics to the budding
talent, & ray of hope canse last
moath when the Telangara
High Count appointed lustice
P Maveen Rao & an adminis-
trator emrusied to oversee all
HCAs affairs, incleding Racs
malpractices. Hopes of pos-
sihle better days ahead were
renewed 3 couple of days
back when the apex council

of the HCA took another step
towards sabvaging bost pride.
The council appainted Imtiaz
Khan s the interim Chiel Ex-
ecutive Officer (CEO) of the
Assodlation, He comes with
an impressive resume, wh, if
given a free hand, cam hope-
fully remove the scars and
blots and take crickat on the
right path in Hyderabad and
the districts that come under
HCA jurisdiction, A former
state-level ericketer, who rep-
resended Andhra Pradesh in
the U-19 and U-25 categories,
and has played for Osmania
University, Khan, no doiubt,
has better credentials than
Ram Mahan Rao. Khan must

ensure unhinderod day-io-day
HECA functioning, implement
the initiatives drawn up in the
transformation package with-
out compromising cn trans
parcncy  professionalism, In
effect he must sirive 1o bring
about a semblance of the pro-
fesshonally run reputation that
the body enjoyed till a few

Meanwhile, the interim
CEQ must make a deeper
study of the allegations lev
dlled by the Telangana Cricket
Association (TCA), which ran
a massive campaign for the
‘corrupl’ Rags ouster and sus-
pension of all office bearers, In
fact, this sustained campaign

led 10 the amest of Rao and
four officlals last month. TCA
gereral secretary Dharam Gu-
muva Reddy has accused Rao
of intra-ducing a partisan club
structure and misusing funds
while making a sham of CAG
puidelines, Guruva Reddy has
substantiated his arguments
with miyriad documents amd
evidence, which implies that
TCA has done its homework
quite thoroughly. As things
stand, the onus is on Khan to
dleanse the HCA and priortise
promotion of ericket in the in-
teriars, which Rao never cared
far, But then, Khan should
also reallise that running an
cntity like HCA is not similar
to steering companies like Re-
lance Communications arnd
Coxa-Cola This is a differemt
balll game altogether.

Opposition’s costly chaos-Raga & 00 swap debate for drama

HE Congress and its
allies have once again
repeated  their  most

irresponsible act — one that
runs against the very Con-
stitution they wave amound
without ever reading or un-
derstanding it. Political line-
age does net give anyone the
right to behave recklessly in
the name of democracy, nor
dawes being born inte a politi-
cal Bamily automatically con-
fex greatness.

In a padiamentary de-
mocracy. the House is the
ultimate forum for debate,
dissent, and accountability. It
is here that governments are
questioned, policies debated,
and Jaws scrutinised But
what happens when the Op-
position — whose primary
duty is to hold the govern-
ment accountable — aban-
dons Parliament and takes
its politics o the streets?

Sreed prilests ané nod in-
herently wrong, They have
historically powered great
movements, from the free-
dom struggle o soclal justice
campaigns, But when the
principal  Opposition bloc
ireats street agitation as a
substitute for parliamentary
responsibility, the message
is chear: they prefer Aghting
political battles outside the
constitutional framework,

This strategy has two ob-
jectives. First, it allows them
o paint the government as
“wuthoritarian™ by claiming
they are silmced — even

when disruptions originate

from their own  benches,
Second, it fosters unrest and
instability, which they hope
will erade public confidence
in governance.

The resuilts of this cynical
game are plain. During the
Just-concluded AT
session, the House funce
tioned for bardy 37 hours
out of 126. Out of a wtal
expenditure of HIS crore,
an estimated E1335 crore
af yers money  wias
wasted, Wha gave the Oppo-
sition this right? They claim
to mepresent 50 per cent of
the people — but did these
voters authorise Rahul Gan-
dhi, Akhilsh Yadav, Saalin,
Mamata Banerjee and others
to squander crores by shout-
ing slogans instead of de-
bating issues? Leaders, who
lecture about accountability,
should answer whether these
rules apply to them. If they
call the Prime Minister a
“vote chor!’ should taxpayers
not brand them “paisa chor”
for wasting public money?

Their intention is not de-
macracy; it is opportunism.
Rahul Gandhi has no word
of condemmnation for the Left
hoisting the Congress flag
in place of the national fag.
Both ress and CPM
dismissed it as a “local issae”
Is this their ides of patriot-
ism? Mo responsible party in
any democracy would toler-
ate such an act, Yet these are
the same leaders who speak
of Mohabbat ki Dukan and
chiim the “Constiution is
under threat™

Equally telling is their apa-
thy towards natkonal pride.
They had no time to discuss
at kenggth the historic achieve-
ment of astronant Subhan-

The Congress and its allies have once again abandoned

Parliament and taken to the straets, reducin g democracy
1o a theatre of chaos. Pardiament is the ultimate forum for
debate and accountability, yet the Opposition disrupted

the monsoon session so badly that out of 126 working
howrs, only 37 were productive, wasting over Rs133 crore
of taxpayers’ money, Leaders who call the Prime Minister
a *vote chor” should them selves answer for being “paisa
chor.” By treating sloganeering and street protests as
substitutes for debate, they insult the very Constitution
they claim o protect. Their hypocrisy is garing — silent
on the national flag being disrespected, apathetic to
India's first astronaut’s achievement, yetloud in peddiing

¥, butop
bordering on anarchy. India is not Bangladesh; cur
institutions have withstood darker stoms. The people
mustsee through these theatrics and defend Parliament
a5 the true home of democracy.

shu Shukla. That discussion
was wrapped up in ust 25
minutes — after which the
Opposition  nshed out 10
resume thelr protests on the
Hrects,

The hypocrisy runs deep-
er. Coi has raised a
sink abeut social justice,
even demanding quotas in
beauty contests. Yel, when
the NDA nominated OBC
keader C P Radhakrishnan
for the Viee-President post,
the Opposition ignored its

own rhetoric and instead
fielded a candidate from a
privileged community. This
duplicity exposes the gap be-
tween what they preach and
what they practice.

When citizens elect repre-
sentatives, they expect their
voices 10 be heard inside Par-
liament, rot drovened out by
sircet rallies. By undermin-
ing the sanctity of Parlia-
ment, the Opposition s not
just insulting the institution
Tt weakening democracy it-

self. Worse still, there may be
& more sinister design. The
Oppositions shift from San-
sad 1o Sadak is not merly a
sign of clectoral pank —
though their fear of losing
Bihar is evidemt. It may well
e part of a larger playbook
of disruption, possibly with
foreign encouragement.

The world has socn how

automatic, Shoukd a minis-
ter ar chicf minister, then,
be allowed to <ling 1o office
merely because he is “only
an accused” and not yet con-
victed? lronically, the same
Opposition that demands ac-

countability cries “dictator

rullonal Amendment Bill—
g that any minister,

instability in  Bangladesh,
paving the way for negime
change, Should we ot be
wary when Congress and its
allies openly warn that India
will face “fire and storm” and
when Mani Shankar Aiver
says that it could kead 10 an-
other Bangladesh like situa-
ton?

But India is not Bangla-
desh. Ours is a demodracy
that has weathered stonms far

jer — from the dark da

gl‘“::e Emergency to the Iw’:
rors of 1984 anti-Sikh riots
where in hundreds of Sikhs
were killed and some bamnt
alive. Indira Gandhi once de-
clased that the office of Prime
Minister was beyond judicial
scrutiny. [ronically, the same
Congress now opposes the
political reforms  bill that
makes all leaders, including
the PM, accountable under
law, Their selective outrage is
nothing bl a mask for politi-
cal survival,

We have witnessed how
former Dedhi CM - Arvind
Kejriwal brazenly declared
that even if he were jaled, he
would neither resign nor re-
linguish control, insisting he
could run the adminkstration
from prison. Such a stance
is nothing short of an insult
1o both the Constitution and
the voters, who clect lead-
ers o govern  responsibly.
When a government official
is umal SIBP“HIIUII is

chid minister, o even 1
PfIIM muinkster mAst vacate
office if jailed continuously
for 30 days. This amendiment
s not only reasonable but
also essential,

Governance entails fun-
damental duties—reviewing
departmental  work,  con-
ducting cabinet meetings,
taking key policy decisions,
and most importantly, say-
iing dircctly connected with
the people. How can amy
leader, who s lacked behind
buars, credibly discharge these
responsibilicies?

The Opposition today is
not fighting for demaocracy;
it is fighting for its own reke
wvance. By wrning Parliament
ko a chrews, wasting tax-
payers’ money, undermin-
ing patriotism, and playing
into foreign narratives, they
are endangering the very
democracy they claim to
defend. The people of India
mist recognise the Opposi-
thoals theatrics for what they
are: mot dissent, but disrup-
thom; not accountability, but
anarchy, Democracy thrives
in Parliament = not on the
slrects,

The time has come to re-
ject thase who trade in chaos
and reaffirm fGith in the in-
siitutions that make India
strong,

(The authar is former Chiel
Editor of The Haris India)

A blueprint for systemic reform in scientific temper across Telangana

Abasta Seinmvas Rinoy

THE Telangara  Science
Congress, hosted recently
by the Telangana Academy
of Sciences (TAS) a Kakatiya
University, marks a pivotal
moment. Originally founded
as the Andhra Pradesh Acad-
emy of Sciences in 1963, this
Congeess must g0 beyond
ceremony B0 catalyse sysdemic
reform, TAS's mandate s clear:
fioditer schentific temper and ad-
vance original research. Vet to-
day, superstition and krration-
ality persist across educational
and rescarch institations, often
with tacit acceptance,

Indias  Congtitution  en-
shrimes sciemiific lemper as
a fundamental duty {Anicle
S1A(RY), and our history is rich
with institutions committed to
this ethas—from the Indian
Academy of Sciences (1934) to
Vigyan Prasar and the Peoples
Science Network, Yet many
educated citizens remain unfa-
muliar with core scientific prin-
ciples like falsifiability. repo.
ducibility, and evidence-bas
reasoning. The prevalence u[
ocoult beliefs, black magic-
linked crimes, and fraudulent

pedmen reflects systemic fail-
ures i scbenoe education—not
Just individual lapses,

Schwols should be the oru-
cables of scientific inquiry but
many function as cerificate
factories. In the two Telugu
stales, an exam-centric mar-
ketplace has edipsed authentic
learning.  Science  education
has shrunk to memorizieg
formulac and mastering MCQ
strategics. We celebrate 11T and
IAS ranks but ignore the ero-
shom of conceptual understand-
ing and schentific values.

The consequences are stark_
A N7 IIT Bombay review
found many top-ranked en-
trants struggling with basic
physics and math. [IT Delhi's
former director lamented stu-
dents” lack of independent
thinking. At IIT Hyderabad, a
2020 survey nevealed that first-
year students could not per-
form unscr experiments.
The drqw‘)?:dm m indus-
try feedback across the nation
point to a system that rewards
speed and tricks aver reason-
Ing ard problem-sobving.

Globally, science academics
have responded with bold re-
farms. The Roval Sackety (UK)
and the US National Academy
of Sciences have reoriented sci-
ence education arcand inguiry,
miodlelling, and argunient from
evidence,  Germamy’s  Leo-
poldina imvests in sustained
teacher development. Indids
own academies have defended
rescarch integrity and warned
against predstory publishing.
These institations align cur-

There is a need for a phased increase in ecucation
funding, urging the govemment to move toward global
benchmarks and prioritise tacher development and
Iaboratory infrastructure over supérficial construction. TAS
should demand that Al be used as a thinking partner in
classrooms=requiring students to critique model outputs,
justify reasoning, and revise based on evidence.

riculum, asesment, teacher
learning, and research culure
with ethics and inguiry.

The Tugu regioa has its
own legacy of science popu-
larisation. (smania Univer-
sity and RR Labs (mow 1ICT)
contributed significantly. P M
Bhargava, founding directar
of CCMB, along with lead-
ers such as Satish Dhawan,
fourded the Society for the
Promotion of Scientific Tem-
per mationally and the Saclety
for Communicating Sclence
in  Hpdembad, omganizing
impactiul programs.  Bhar-
gava—credited, along with D
12 Kosanshi, with helping shape
the constitutional emphasis on
swienlific  lemper—[lamausly
wote in Angels, Devil and 5d-
enoe that even [ndia’s scientific
commaunity often lacks a scien-
tific outhook.

His declirastion for mem-
bership in the Sociay stated: 1
believe that knowledge acqui-
sition s only theough
human effon, and all problems
must be faced with human eth-

tured consent thrives on social
media, Education s reduced to
markets and metrics: historical
memory fades; and impaorted
ignorance erodes rights and
instilutions.

To reverse this decline, TAS
meust play a pivotal role in driv-
ing a genuine paradigm shift in
science education.

As 2 means Lo caalyse 3
genuine paradigm shift in sci-
ence education, it must assune
a proactive and strateg ic role—
pressaring mstitutlons, nflu-
encing palicy, and modeling
reform, It should insist that
2540 per cent of curriculum
time from middle school to
undergraduate bevels should be
reserved for authentic labora-
tory and feld Envestigations
apart from fostering practical
education  with open-ended
problems that cultivate inquiry
and  reasoning.  Assessment
systems must bcomhau](d (1)

infrastructure over superficial
construction,

TAs should demand that
Al be used a a thinking pant-
mer in dassrooms—requiring
students o critique model
outputs, justify reasoning. and
revise based on evidence, TAS
must pash for the replacement
of answer-only submisions
with annatabed notebooks,

Beyond the dassoom, TAS
must engage the public 1o
strengthen scientific temper. It
should host regular town halls
on peeadoscience and data lit-
eracy, featuring citizen experi-
menls that imvite commurity
participation. Science commu-
nication bootcamps must be
offered to help teachers and
students transhate research for
lay audiences, bridging the gap
between academic knowledge
and public understanding,

These are ot optional en-
hancements—they are urgent

ical and intelkectual resousces
without rllymg an supemata-
ral pawers.”

Many scientists then were
unwilling to sign—an unease
that, arguably, sill b
Tronically, the same Hyderabad
that once championed schen-
thfic temper has becomse a hub
of exam coaching, rote-driven
corparate education, and du-
bious journals, Purpaseful re-
search in universities is rare;
school and college laboratories
ase often on paper only.

In public life, evidence-
Iased reasoning is scarce, ariti-
cal thinking and questioning
are subdued, and manufac-

stgmmk TAS can lﬂd pilot
[programs in collaboration with
SCERT, school boards, and
unkversities 10 demonstrate
feasibility and impact of such
reforms.

To professionalise teaching,
TAS should launch a year-long
and all-cncompassing s<ience
teachers  fellowship,  includ-
ing spreading its reach 1o the
district-leve,

There i a need for a phased
increase in education fund-
img, wrging the government
o move toward global bench-
murks and prioritise teacher
development and laboratory

i TAS must move

beyond its ceremonial rode and

become a catalyst that rewines

incentives, practices, and cul-

ture acooss the education eco-
dem.

By setting bold but warkable
standards and relentlessly ad-
\rocall fior reform, TAS can

Telangana transition from
rme to reason, from performa-
Eivity bo practice, and from fear
of being wrong to the courage
tolearn.

(The writer is a Cheanistry
Lecturer and General Secretary
of Sogiery for Chamge in Educa-
ton Telangara)

( LETTERS

Youth getting addicted to online betting

T is further o your article that highlighted the
alarming rise in online betting and gaming addiction
among the youth. The concern raised in the Parliament
by D K Laxman reflects the gravity of a problem that is
silently taking a wll on the younger generation. What of-
ten begins as a form of entertainment quickly spirals into
an uncontrollable habit, leading to financial loss, psycho-
logical distress, and in some cases, even deaths. The fact
that suicide helplines in Hyderabad reported a 60 per cent
surge in calls from betting addicts is a tark reminder that
this issue can no Jonger be ignored. Glamourization of
betting platforms by celebrities and influencers further
fuels this addiction. Slmnger regulations, strict monitor-
ing, and most. have w
be prioritised. It is time soclcry; pdlcymllttl's. and fami-
les comie together to address this menace before we lose a
generation to screens and illusions,

Yashasvi M, 51 Francis College for Women

Egoistic leaders and decline

of moral values
Amw POS ‘Small people & big egos’ (THI, August
22), inflated egos have assumed endemic proportions
in Indian sockety. Scarce respect for elders and teachers,
dearth of chivalry, disrespect for women and girls, ar-
rogance at workplaces, road rage and mob instincts are
some manifestations of inflated egos. These can be traced
to the fat salaries that professional greenhorns draw, lack
af moti | role models, irresponsible miscdeeds by
public figures like Alm personalities, polaicians, wachers
and elders within families. The most destructive fall out
of this national disease is the destruction caused to the
social fabric when people in responsible positions and of-
fices like politicians, judges, doctors, sclentists and teach-
ers themselves fall 1o the disease,

Dr George Jacob, Kachi
Uphill task ahead for Vijay

our editorial *Will the Tamil public bless this hero
with Vijayi Bhava in 20261" (Aug 22) appears 1o have
a soft corer for TVK party founder Thalapathi Joseph
Vijay. It is quite optimistic to state that he would be the
winner in 2026 when superstars like Kamal Haasan and
Rajinikanth have ended up as political duds. Vijaykanths
party became extinet with his passing away. M G Ra-
machandran and | Jayalalithaa had tremendous charisma
and ruled the political field as well. The enterprising new
entrant TVE must reckon with the undeniable pull of the
firmly established DMK and AIADME. There is a mas-
sive difference between reel and real roles in the world of
politics,
N Ramalakshuni, Secunderabad

‘Nephew' Vijay has miles to go

The impressive crowd that ‘nephew Vijay' (1 call actor
Vijay ‘nephew Vijay' respecting his salutation of Chief
Minister MK. Stalin ‘uncle Stalin’) draws at his party
conferences ks not quite reflective of his acceptabdity as a
leader capable of governing the state. What impact Vijay's
foray into politics will have on the 2026 Assembly elec-
tion i hard 1o figure out at this junciure. But we can say
with certainty that his confidence that the state will see
change of guard is misplaced. His fledgling party Tamilaga
Vettri Kazhagam formed on the strength of his by
base is no match to the DME, which is indisputably in
pole position. Vijay is free to entertain the fond hope that
5t. George Fort is his for the asking. The age-conscious
‘young' leader, who is yet to outgrow his "hero™ roke in
films, is a wishy-washy politician without & proclaimed
ideology and new ideas 10 be rock-solid in the reugh and
tumbde of politics, chart out a politics of the future and
encure as a force to reckon with. Politics is a far ery from
cinema, Popularity carned by histrionics in films does not
make a successful political beader. Vijay's odd mannerisms
and his hyperbolic dialogues in real life do not assure us
that he is cut out for a niche in politics. It is very conceit-
ed of him 10 compare himself with the Makkal Thilagam
MGR. It is immature of him 1o compare himself to a lion
on a public stage. Tt s a saving grace that Vijay has ruled
oul any tie-up, either open or hidden, with the Tascist’ BJR,
as he puts it He must be more vocal about his opposi-
tion to the Hindutva ideology and its espousal of virulent
mathsnalism.

G David Milton, Maruthancode (TN)

thehansreader@gmail.com

(&) BENGALURU ONLIN

Deputy CM sings RSS anthem,
stuns Assembly

BENGALURL: Kar-
nataka Deputy Chief
Minister [ KYSlLim-
kumar, whao is also the
Congress state presi-
dent, ook Mf)m:
by surprise on Thurs-
day when he sang the
R55 amhem during I‘

a discussion in the ‘

state Assembly on the

stampede mear Chinnaswamy stadium, which claimed
the lives of 11 people.

A sudden musical note amazed the House, which
Imud the first fow lines of the RSS Anthem “Namaste
Sada Vatsale Matrubhoome” as shown in a video of the
proceedings. Shivakumar's recital came when the BJP
legishators accused Shivakumar of being an ‘abettor’ of
|hesumpedeas hma:ed mmﬁmz}

d the anthem by
the table but there was an absolute silence in the Con-
gress camp. The BIF legislator V Sunil Kumar quipped.
saying, “Hope these lines are not removed from
cords”,
The Deputy CM also said he grew up with Home Min-
ister G Parameshwara, To this, Leader of the Oppaosition
BIP R Ashoka reminded Shivakumar that he once said he
wiode 'RES Chaddil
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Parliament losing hallowed
place in India’s democracy

statstics tell the tale best: Lok Sabha functioned for 30 per cent of its
allotted time and Rajya Sabha 39 per cent The Monsoon Session af
Parliament was a virtual washout excepdt for the discussion on Operation
Sindoor which, though belated, was something the Opposition as well as

the povernment may have wanted.

The patterm is no different from what it has been in the last 16 years since when
the Oppasition, be it the BIP-NDA back then against the UPA or the INDIA bloc
now, has believed that demonstrativeness is the answer to the government’s scom-
ful attitude towards the legislative wing of a parliamentary democracy.

The net result is that India has beeoms far move of an electoral democracy than
a functioning parliamentary demacracy. A povernment assumes et for five
vears in which time it sees very little need for addressing the need for meaningful
discussions in the legislature and the Opposition takes to disrupting the
g}ﬁ;m‘pl im the few debates that it would like to participate in, like the Union

2

Every issue becomes the medivam of disruption of legislative fmctioning even as
bilks are passed routinely without any diseussion, including laws of seme impart
like the Indian Ports Bill and r.he [’mml)mm}d.lt!ml]stlunafﬁnl.hle Gaming Bill.
p'pug om0 three amendment bills hit a high as
visions that ave a threat to the
ver\ foundations of democracy in a throwhack tothe
dark days in the wake of the Emergency of 197577

were serions issues like the exercise by

the Election Commission of India that seemed to run
session are quickly into excesses of omission of voters rather than an
forgotten as the inclusive view of an Indian adult's right to vote.

of saying '%T.T\sleed. nfhl.:a.d;:g Lo %L‘f“’f)'m na fmgl]n:t]ldhat the

easury benches and the Opposition should agrea

and acting loudly upan, the poll rolls became llleim:us-nldnsrupmn as

mndoh lheal-
party meeting held
ahead of every

to simply disrupt
government hid behind the specious reasoning
proceedings has  ihat the EC is an autonomous bedy and henee cannot
become the norm  be the discussed in Pardiament

The manth-long Monsoon Session was the quintes-
sence of the country's loud democracy in which traditbons and decorum of the leg-
islature mean less. Polarised politics has veered te such an extreme that the
Oppoaition did not even deem it fit o share, at the end of 8 session, & cup of tea with
the Speaker and the Prime Minister in the former’s chamber, as was a custom budlt
fram days when politics was not so rife with division and discord.

The heart of legislative business must lie in issues being discussed in detail
before bills are passed so that flaws may be ironed out and laws may stand up for
prompt execution. The fact that 12 bills were passed in the Lok Sabha and 15 in the
Rajya Sabha without much serious discussion peints to how Parliament sessions
have been reduced to long working vacations for MPs whose salaries and
perquisites are not subject to any kind of scruting.

The routine promises made in the alk-party meeting held ahead of every “stormy”
seasion of Parliament are quickly forgotten as this strategy of saying and acting
boudly in orchestrated defiance of procedure to slr:?][? disrupt proceedings has
beceme the norm. This i a paradox since the How: ‘arliament and Assemblies
are spaces in which the Opposition can demand and get time to speak up and ques-
tion the government.

The quality of debates has also descended into personal !I.!m[.:'we ng matches, so
much so that standards have plummeted beyond redemption sl the halcyon
days when MPs took their dutles and responsibilities seriously enough to brrmg
their concerns and thedr ideas to the Houses of Parliament. The very mode] of our
democracy has been alteved, courtesy the ruling coalition as well as the
Opposition.

Stray dogs order by SC welcome

i lovers are ecstatic. The order to send stray dogs away forever to city ar
men -run shelter s has been modified. Strays are still to be picked up, sprayed,
vaccinated calls
for designated feeding spots for strays to be run by the authorithes where the peo-
ple ghuu}d. alzo be allowed to chip in
The ald avder by a two- bench may have been wellintentioned in consider-
ing the dangers thata rising number of strays in urban settings . But the blan-
ket banishment af all mys]nto sepmed too cruel to the domesticated crea-
tures that have been humank oo companion for about 6000 years.
The significance of the orders afthe three-judge bench lies not only in

let free in their own territaries. And the new order a

UST 2025 | NEW DELHI

BEFORE LAUNCHING OUR.
NEW PARTY, LET'C START AM IT CELL,
27TV CHANNELS AND ENROL AT LEMT
ONE LAKH FAKE VOTERS

Romancing the monsoon:
Mumbai smiles in deluge!

| Shobhaa’s Take

has no

an shaky ground That
apart, the party that con-
trals the C effectively
dominates politics at the
micra level. This is where
? money is made and

[itbesal poons rebgn, extort-
R;; money wherever and

s o el
gelhe Flﬁch
say.. can be
mt!rpm!d in

ultiple ways.
Historically, the accurate
quote is attributed to King
Louis XV M France and

reads "4, wmol, e
defuga” | Er me, the del
uge) — a rather bombastic
way af uating oneself
i history. There is another
version  addressed  to

fadame Pompadour:
‘Apres nous, le d?]lﬁ'
{After us, the flocdsh. The
phrase can be seem as
impazsibly arrogant ar cyn-
ically  nihilistie.  First
recarded during the Battle
of Roshach (1757), which
was disastrous for  the
French, the implications of
ﬂlephlasewele]argelv neg-
ative. Loosely put. it cheeki-
Iy declares: cares what
happens after the floods™
hﬁumba]kars do care! But
there are many Lonis XVs
in Mumbai and in
IMah, and a few

thetic view of dogs as creatures that are very territorial but also in making the
order applicable 1o all of India so there is no confusion over who oversees tacl hﬁ
this mostly urban problem. [t also makes sense that the mare ferocions and raki
dm::ul.d continue to be kept confined but who should take this call has to be
el clearly.

Metro and municipal n?v'ﬁumnms must lean on medical advioe from expert vet-
erinarians on certifying which (apgressive and rabid) dogs are to be permanently
stationed in pounds, but in humane fashion.

There was a recent instance of a pet Pitbull doing a man to death in Chennai.
Reacting to the incident, rules Im'rmln'lmgand leashing af pet dogs in public places
were brought in. But, ina country whose mp are notorious for disregarding or
disobeying laws, enforcement alone wan't bear fruit. There must be voluntary
action from pet owners to ensure their dogs don't attack people and give all dogz a

name.

Given the pressures brought by a powerful lobby of animal and pet lovers, the
Suqreme Court acted qui d",atnmd.n acruel order that tried to impose an impas-

ible condition on all stray dogs. Much needs to be done from here to ensure that

the public are safe from being chased and bitten by strays and pets.
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Madame ]’omparlnurs ool
deluge is behind us. But
questions remain.

‘The real work begins now.
That is, if our local kings
and satraps are serbous
about fixing what has been
an annual disaster. In all
fairness, despite daunting
odds, our clvie staff a
police force swam the extra
length this year. What
failed the metropolis has
more to do with the absence
of longterm  plans and

round-level action — a

erculean tacsk given the

at which Mumbai is
changing. There's more of
everything clogging nur
metrapolis: mare pe
more cars, more autary clc
shaws, more garbage, mose
sewnge. Combine that with
infrastructure that is over
whelmed at all levels. and
what we are left to cope
with is monumental chacs.
The “Mumbai_drowning”
story fsn't new. There au
not to be any excuses far the
city collapsing after three
days of furious, non-stop
raim. After all, we weren't

facing a monster tsunami
that hits without prios
WarTng, causing mega-dev-
astation in its wake. Car
monsoon  patterns  are
meticulosly maj
yes, they have itely
changed. This ¥ the
rains arrived 16 days too
early, catching us off puard.
Mast pre-monsooh preca-
tions were in place: desilt-
ing of rivers/waterways
and efficient wor B::) u‘nd
pumping stations. But the
rain have their own
methods:  this was an
ambush! A downpour that
it oa l0iyear record!
Come on... not even the best
administration in the world
can have perfect control
over a megapolis under
oy clrcumstances.
Leok at what happened in
so-called futuristie world
cities like Dubai, which
almost sank rhmn[.'. heeavy
rains. New York was un-
able to deal with unseasan-
al fooding. Life mn the B]F
Apple came to a standstill
Civic problems of these
mega-cities are minimal
compared to what Mumbai
has ta comtend with.
Take what haj
Mumbai this weel
IAS  officer

ned to
. Senior
Bhushan
Gagrani took over as our
Il|l.|ﬂ'|CI.'Pﬂ1 commissiomer in
March 2024, Earlier, he was

the principal secretary to
Uddhay cheray during
Uddhav's  tenure  as

Maharashtra CM. Mr
Gagrani holds the hi
post in the BMOC's executive
wing, Thandling public
health, sanitation  and
ul'bem lanning, plus BEST
and Mumbai  fire
bngs.d! besides his other
respansibilities. In many
Ways, our mumclpa'l CCCM
missioners act & indepen-
dent CEOs with almost lim-
itless power o ensure the
mt& functions efficiently,
Iy and  seamlessly.
During the deluge, the buck
slo'pp“eg;‘i with m and his
team. Abhijit Bangar, addi-
tional municipal commis-
siomer. was candid enough
ta acknowledge a few laps-

nl'hrhhllnqmnbr
an adminkstrator...

and nobody has

noticed, nor cares.

wesIn the end, it was the tide
that saved Mumbai, A few
mere centimedres (the dan-
ger mark s 4 metres, the
Legm tide hit 38 metres
e receding), and we'd
have truly drowned. Our
civie stafl acquitted them-
selves honourably enough,
&0 can we please stop bash-
ing them up? Our owver-
wiorked and much maligned
m%s did the city proud as
well. making sure collateral
damage was contained.
Mumbai is a work in

Progress” being
a |:ﬂg.elzuahﬂ}]! Dgrm “UIEE

Mumbaikars are being fed

right now ave fables and

fairytales of a dramatic
with ambiti

possihle.
Nothing, but |mlh1ng gets
dome withiout 8 payout.

Our kingmakers and their
touts should keep Louis XV
‘s fate in mind before pashly
selling the city. bit by bit, to
venal developers. Histor-
ians say Louis ¥\ s carmap-
tion *embarrassed the man-
archy” and left France an
the brink of financial disas-
ter, after ruling it for 5%
years, This marked the
beginning of the French
Revolution.

Mumbaikars are pan!nl
and peace-loving — up to

point. Pushed to the bu'lrlk
t.‘nev will Tise up and revolt,
As g papular chant ta
aur eity faithiers:
“Mumbai...
bharosa

Translation: “Mumbai, dn
you ot have any faith in

the BMCY
This is Mumbais main
mstse ‘We can take our

plans of multicrore rede-
velopment projects. A com-
te movie star makeover.

s any of this trandate
imto a better quality of life
for citizens? Sadly, the
answer is a8 resounding
“MOFT The BMC elections
are overdue, So far, we
o't have a date. With any
Iuck, we may go tnmepnlls
in Fabruary 26 But a ot
«ean derail thase plana. The
Brihanmumbai Mumicipal
MIE" rerms Grea-

ter umbai, the city
in India. The lasmms
were held in 20070 Cur-
remitly, Mabarashtra has no
state election commissbon-
«r! The city is being run by
an administrator... and
nobody has noticed, nor
cares. The Shiv Sena had
wony B seats during the last
alection in 217 and was
nearly dethroned by the
RIP, winning #2. The BIP
seems determined to snatch
power from the Shiv Sena
and instal Mumbai's first
BJF mayor. Take a look at
the numbers at stake: The
BMC has reserve funds
exceeding 88304 croves.
But its financial obligations
rum into $1,24.120.20 crares,
Despite its awe-inspiring
wealth, it s still wobbly and

mOnsoons in
aur slml! But who can
tackle mass-scale
corruption?

On a mare cheerful note,
Iet it be said that Mumbai's
social set s roecking it up,
Tain or 1o rain. There are
major. high-profile events
lined up as we get ready to
preen and
through dewnpours. Yes,
Mumhalkar! romanti-

cisa  the  monsoans
Bol.'ljrwnod has always cele-
brated “baarish"  with
buxom heraines singing
Iovesick sangs, drenched to
the skin in clingy sarees, as
portly  lovelorn heroes
make puppy eves from
umder umbredlas just Larg!
encugh to accommodate
two ardent lovers, A drive
along Marine Drive during
this weather s an absolute
mu!t]‘. Rows upan rows of
ocouples across {3 It
canp b s!enashuggi.hf:
against the harsh 1s_1h1|1[i of
the waves... Pyaar ko side
effacts!

The: deluge is behind us,
Lnll.l wefa.cell)ene:\lmem
then. enjoy &

b.hurrs hrﬂva £

Instagram handle
ShoblasDe; Twittar
handle @ DeShohhaa

LETTERS

REGULATE GAMING

The Rajya Sabha's passage of
the Promotion and Regulation
of Online Gaming Bill, 2025,
springs from deep social anxi-
ety. But in its current form, the
bill swings an axe where a
scalpel is needed. Its blanket
ban on real-money games
risks pushing players under-
ground, emboldening illegal
offshore platforms and stifling
innovation at home. The same
ec tem offers glimpses of
tra rmative promise when
governed with foresight. Take
Dreamil, once a modest fanta-
sy sports startup. Today, it
stands valued at over $8 bil-
lion, employing thousands and
contributing substantially to
GST revenues. A thriving
160,000-crore online gaming
industry supports over 50,000
jobs, drives GST collections,
and attracts foreign invest-
ment. Its survival demands
blanket prohibition but
nuanced regulation.
Vijay Singh Adhikari
Nainital

IMMATURE INDIANS

WILL BANNING online money games save
Iredia's youth? Perhaps. When 43 evore peo-
ple are reportedly losing £20.000 crove annu-
ally, it's bess & ganoe and more & natbonal cri-
sis disguised as entertainment. The govern-
ment's sledpehammer approach may dent
tax vewerue, hut it aims o save young Hves
testering oo the of addiction. India
fn't Silicon Valley — our youth often live
with families, not in dorms of indepen-
dence. Fantasy beagues BT TO0E
have quietly )vm'pl)edmmd!'npto:ape Sure,
VIPNs may reswrect the games i shady
cotmers of the web, but this law is less abouat

Ieﬂmaudmm\eabmgmmm Aftar
all, what's warth move — GET or a penera

thom's sanity?
K. Chidanand Kumar
Bengalury
STALIN'S HYPOCRISY

CHIEF MIMNISTER M. Stalin has
termed the Constitution {(120th Am-
endment) Bill, 2005, a threat to de'nmcla
cy. Yet he must recognise that this bill
has its origine in Tamil Madu The anom-
a]{ of a minister cml:lmlu[i]m nﬂme
ile in judicial custody was brought
light during the Senthil Balaji case, 'I‘hls
episide highlighted the constitutional
VACLILT lhut e present bill sesks to
s The CM should adenowledge
that the bill's I:rin;er lies in his owm gov-
ernment’s handling of that controversy.

ramy J.
Chernnai

Farrukh
Dhondy

Cabbages
& Kings

Why many Parsis
celebrate Navroz,
or their New Year, &
thrice every year! &

“8i in the we fintasised
a::mmg ”rg!&nnngdouds

Aanswer — midhsmem:d tr b

— From Moo Barracks, by Bachchoo
n Friday the 15th uiangustnwcupwer-

flows — no, gentle reade

cations on two “scores” —
anniversary of Indisn

ond which eodneides with
next three years, the Parsi MNe

eader, when ['ve
of Im!ls L Independenne])a
with my sister and two mal

sion had
ih:m Bombay to psns

not with ganpr

ous presents of white uh\e bt ]iherall\v
sculuofth])pandemall O
the first being the
ence and the sec-
albeit ooy for the
w Year.
“mjmﬂmymmmmr“lllhﬂ yuu

ted two
It wsn lm I :Ihred

grandmother, my splnsmrwnr_q T, haddﬁg
long since, but Ihe'yinﬂnh' imimitable compas-
tmdmnﬂm"se]dersmr
v ald age in their house-

1‘hln grand-aunt uf mine was called Aalaan ithe

" baing the Indian

not “n” s in

nasal sound and
o) masi (Gujerotic for “mum's sister" ). She was.

a troublesome old personage having lived most of

her life in Parsi housing estates endowed by the

rich of our community in Bnrmb‘? My aunts'

house was 8 dhdded%tm]w five rooms,

which followed ane another and one had to pass
tos et to the

nod mich p rlvm:%e
The big wardrol wILh the dressing mirror for a

A 1862, i

mirror and tidied her blouse and festive sari. It

w&;ﬂwg Aalsa:}mssjwn mncg&ﬂm
whise wel i yuum poing
arning? slwaalne“ehl

"Itsmin'wedd replled. “1 have to

r\-‘!aspeechhmllagefm'lndepemimhayju

sahed

British have gone?? Nobody told mel™

The innocence af fifteen years?

In school, whenever we sang the national
anthem, which in the afficial versian ends with
Jm)a@w)a}w}a}w hay, there would inevitably be
a few voices which would continue with the first
syllable af the words with which concld-
ed his composition, which was "Bha._." From

Bharata a vidaats.
Incidentally, the orchestral conductor Malcolm
Sary ance remarked that the Indian national
ended with the most anusual and incon-
clusive cadence. Perhaps including Tagore's last
phrase in the anthem woubd have been a mare
oanclusive
And so, to the ather messages of goodwill and
good wishes that arrived an 15th Awgust wishing
me happy Parsi New Year. Lots of "Navroz
Mubaraks" from cousins, friends, nephews,

The caneurrence between this “Parsi New Year"
and India's Independence Day wan't last forever,
vatmmwh)chudwm year. In

vroe" will be celebrated on the 14th of
and then in 2053, it will oceur an the 12th
:lfeﬂ nst, :‘dcﬁm m-:ﬁdingmeday relative to
iy n ATS.
et el ey

The Parsi Zoroastrians in anchent Persia, a

from inventing God and trousers, celebrated New

Year, very astrologically on the of the vernal
equlma( 20th ar 21zt of March. HNew Year
was called Jamshedji Navroz.

Then in 641 AD Persia lu invaded
recent]y-converted-to-lslam Arabs. They d
the Persian armies of ‘i'udlgsrd Il and estab-
lished Islam as the state religion. imposing a tax

on thoss Zoroastrians who i convert.
Perhaps a century later a whale population of

resisting Zoroastrians fled Persia and sought
refiige in Gujarat, India. As aliens LnHInml I.m‘lla
it must have been natural for the pr

this commumity. now collectively ml]ed "Pm'sia

sndwynngimbed:n“m"
its leadership in religious, ceremonial and com-

munal matiers,

Then around the year 1254 AD, some leader of
this priesthood ne mﬂmaﬂdmmraday in
the leap year. The celebration of the New Year
amangst the whole community shifted to the 19th
af March, and in the next four years to the 1th,
and 0 on.

By my caleulation around 1574 AD, this celebra-
Hom of New Year colncided with January 1st, but

for four vears. It then moved on te ber
31st. In my boyhood I remember it was moving
through the middle of September. To coincide
with Jamshedji Navroz, the moveable New

ear will have to traverse 148 days. Multiply that
by four to get 148 leap years and Parsi New Year
w‘ll]hemmmdbnﬂnwmn] equinox in the year

Asectofdwl"snkknuwnasd\e “Faslis", recog-
nising the absurdity of the mmlmlatl.cln aban-
domsed the itinerant New Yoar and restoved the cel-
ahration to the vernal squinm:

My cousin's Parsi family are, very sensibly, of
this persuasion. My parents’ fumilies were not.
Bat what the hell — three New Years each year
mieans thres bouts of calebration? Cheers!
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EDITORIAL

NECESSARY
RETREAT

he great man wlu:]p]uyzd avital role
in Taying the foundations of this great
country, once said: “The greatness of
a nation and its moral progress can
e Judged by the way its animals ase
treated” It was Mahatma Gandha, if a guesswork
was needed at alll We are living today in an age
of rights-based soclety—human aspiratbons and
actions are driven by {and also bownd by) the
noton te hold rights as a non-negotiable tenet
of existence, and the level of dignity that defines
i Only humans with poor moral compass and
narrow Intelligence would disagree on extend-
ing the rights framework to most of the living
betngs, including animals. The August 11 erder
of the Supreme Court to permanently remove
stray dogs from Delhi's streets—in deviation
from the Animal Birth Contrel (ABC) rules—
was seemingly making the time needles rotate
anti-clockwise. Facing due backlash from andrmal
tights activists and other sections of society, the
apex court, well in thime, has dectded to rework
13 verdict. The decision to modify the August
11 divective scknowledges both the impractical-
ity and inhumanity of that order. By reaffirming
the Animal Birth Control (ABC) rubes and man-
dating stenilisation, vaccination, and release of
strays back into thelr localities—except in cases
of rables infection or agg beh i
Court has rlghl‘lr sought te correct an averreach
that had sparked widespread outrage.

The August 11 order had divided Indian
soctety, and so will its fresh modification. How-
ever, It must be noted here that people were,
and are. not divided on the question of animal
tights. Those b favour of the August 11 order
saw the exercise of antmal rights in the particu-
lar case a5 an antithesis to public safety. This
should not necessarily be the case. It s the duty
of the administration to safeguard the public
while not infringing upon ankmal rights. This
path may net be as convendent as the one which
involves permanently removing stray dogs (as
1t requires adminisirative ingenuity and a faie
amount of investment) but is more humane,
rational, and necessary. The ABC rules—ster-
lisatbon, vaccknatbon, and return to the same
locality—remain globally recognised as the anly
sustainable and humane method of contrel-
ling stray dog populations. By returning to this
framework, the Supreme Court has embraced a
course correctlon rooted in scientific evidence
and practical wisdom. What the Suprense Court
lias done 1o allay the apprehensions of those
concerned with public safety, is that it has jssued
strict directives around vaccination and ster-
Wisatbon, and maintained that dogs still found
aggressive should not be released on streets. The
significance of this verdict can also be under-
stoad against the fact that the August 11 order
was wnlikely to achieve lts stated goals. Studies
show that mass sheltering of sirays rarely curbs
rupul.allxm growth or reduces conflict with
humans. On the contrary, peorly managed shel-
ters rlsk becoming overcrowded, disease-ridden
death traps.

What stands out most in this judgment is s
expatision of xo'rn-. By centralising all stray-dog
related petitions from high courts and calling for
state governments and Union Terriborbes o sub-
it inputs, the Court has signalled its intent to
lay down a pan-India policy. This &5 a welcome
move, The challenges posed by strays—public
health risks, animal welfare concerns, and civic
povernance fatlures—are not unigue to Delhi-
MCR. A fragmented, state-by-state approach
has led 1o uneven enforcement of ABC rules. A
uniform national framework, monitored and
periodically audited by the judiciary, could bring
mch-needed coherence to an lssue that Is at
once bocal and national. The August 11 order has
been modified for better, but the broader prob-
lem rematns wnsolved. Without sustained and
vertfiable implementation of the court's order.
Delhi-NCR risks a repeat of the status quo.
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Justice of lndta BR Gavai was reinforced when he did
snaf wish to see courts pawerless in the event a Governor
sits over Bills passed by an Assembly. If Governars and
the President are allowsed to st over dmportant Bills for
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President for consideration a second time after i s
been re-passed by a State Assencbly. There is mo room for
Jresh dbscussion edther with the Centre or the Governor to
Siacilitae passing swch Bills. § e at a loss to widerstand
wiry an elected governmient il always remain af the
mercy of the rulbng party ar the Centre to get all Bills
passed. Why canseal the jusictary bdervere when o state
becoses aggrieved?
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The Bill was

shared with
international
bodies such as
the 1OC, FIFA,
‘World Athletics,
and others, and
incorporated
about 700
responses from
stakeholders
with a view to
integrate Indian
sport with the
global ecosystem

T A New Pl

aybook of Transparency

‘The National Sports Governance Act will herald a new eva of accountability in India’s sporling universe
alongside ensuring athlete welfare, bul shadoes of commercialisation and politicisation still linger

b sports fraternity has much
to rejoice in with the passing
of the National Sports Gov-
ermance Act, 2025, on August
12 by Padiament, which subsequently
becarne an official Act when it received
the assent of the President of Is
August 18, 2025, While globall -
aus laws have been in force for decades
for the regulatbon of sports and protec-
o of athletes, for India this s the first
tirme such beglslation has been enacted.
The Act replaces the National Sports
Code of 2011, which was merely a model
code lacking legal force, and addresses
numerous lssues hitherto pushed under
the carpet, such as biased selections,
mismanagement of sports bodies and
federations, gender bias, exploitation of
athletes, systemibc corruption, and so on.
Apparently, the thoughtful Central legis-
lation is a response o various observa-
tions and directions on the matter by the
Supreme Court on different occasions.
The Act is hailed by almost all as a
landmark legislation since It alms to
endure transparency, accountabiliy, and
athlete welfare, which is relnforced by a
provision of mandatory audits by the
CAG of Mathonal Sports I}-'udurallumlh-.u
recedve State support. The vision of the
government behind the Act is to create a
transparent, athbete-centric, and globally
aligned sports governance framework
with an ecosysiem of encouragement,
faar pl::";. and justice, The Act 1s global in
spirit, for it aligns with the CHympic and
Paralymipie Charters and international

i

mittees (NOCs), National Paralympic
Committees (NPCs), and NSFs to ensure
punlcls-.mun of athletes in policy-mak-
Lng and governance; and

) a mandatory Safe Sports Policy to
protect women, minors, and valnerable
individuals from harassment and abu
thraugh peovisions for internal grievance
redressal mechanisms,

Mot significantly, for the first time,
the new law brings all recognised sports
organisations receiving government
grants under the KT Act, 2005, doubly
ensUFifg transparency,

While the legislation promises a
bight future for sport in Indis, certain
could be a cause of concern.

sports g ce st ds, helping
mitigate the risk of derecognition by
bodies like the 10C. Reportedly, the Bill
was shared with international bodies
such as the I0C, FIEA, World Athletics,
aid others. and incorporated about 700
responaes from stakeholders with a view
o integrate Indlan sport with the global

AEDIA
REMEUR

AND
EMTREP

WYalved at USD

3.7 billion, the
gaming industry
was pegged to
touch USD 9.1

billion by 2029

The provisions are revolutionary in
e history of Indian sport:

a) establishment of a National Spoets
Board to oversee and regulate National
Spaorts Federations (NSFs) with pow-
ers to both recognise and derecognise
sports bodies;

) constitutbon of a Natkonal Sports
Teibunal (NST) with powers equiva-
lemt to a civl eourt for dispute resolu-
ton, with only the Supreme Court as
the forum for appeals on NST declsio

o) a mandate that every NSFs exec-
utive commitiee should include at least
two outstanding sportspersons and four
wonen 1o promole gender equality;

d) compulsory A { Coamin
stons for all National Olympic C

p
For example. the provision of three con-
secutive terms (12 years) for key posi-
thonnis like President, Secretary General,
and Treasurer in sports bodies ¢
become convenient for politicisation
of the instilutbons, since incumbents
may push for thelr self-serving agenda
against the spirit of the Act. Instead, one
term with no repetition of office could
hiave been more effective as a disincen-
tive for any possible shenanigana. Simi-
larly, the ption of sport dbes that

The new larw is o turning poist in the narrative of Indian sports

5894 crore (USD 796 million). The [PL
s the pinnacle of such metamorphosds
or cricket in India. There are 15 more
leagues in sports like badminton, foot-
Tall, kabadd:, wrestling, and boxing, all
with robust financial worth. A strong
nexus between media, sport, and com-
merce has emerged as a viable model
not only for business but also for the
self-advancement of sportspersons. The
sports industry also promotes i
ment and generates job opportunities
such as commentators, experts, sports
Jouenalists, nutritionists, sports phys-
{otherapists, umpires, referees, and data
amalysts. The industey reportedly has
the petential to reach the USD 10 bil-
lion level in the next five years. Ergo.
commercialisation, o bl limits,

o sports governance were pending even
a 1:. ut(v:uml Sports L:u::n;un?;: Act,
2025, was passed.

Equity has been a major issue all
along. For instance, the BC firan-
cial autonomy with revenues of around
Rs 27411 crore in 2024-25 contrasts
sharply with siruggling NSFs for sports
like athletics or hockey. Selective games
are marketed as products, dramatised
with entertalniment bo create wider view-
ership. Data from the Broadcast Awdi-
ence Research Council (BARC) 2016
show that the IPL had 362 million view-
ers. followed by the Soccer League India
(224 million), the Kabaddi League (220
million}, the Wrestling League (109 mil-
Liom), the Hockey League (43 million),
and the Badminton League (36 million).

Commercialisation, moreover, has
also glven rise to unethical practices
undder the garb of professionalism, which
have become the new normal all over
the world. The National Anti-Doping
Agency (NADA) reported 116 doping
violations in India in 2022, Globally,
cases like Lance .-\rm.-.lmnsg (eyeling)
and Russias state-sponsored doping pro-

ramme (2014 Sochi Olympics) high-
ﬂghl the scale of the issue.

There are no specific legislations
targeting over-commercialisation of
sport in India. Only the Copyright Act,
1957, and the Trademarks Act, 1999,
provide remedies for 1P violations, but
enforcement against ambush marketing
bs Lnconsistent. The US addresses com-
merclalisation through specific [P, anti-
trust, and labour laws, with a focus on
NIL (Name, Image, and Likeness) rights

g

is mecessary, for it helps in the develop-
ment of infrastructure, tralning facilitses,
and athlete support. and Faciltates global
exposure, but the downsides often out-
weigh the advaniages.
Commercialisation and corruption
apparently have a dose relationship,
with setious implications for the integ-
rity, fadrness, and neml of competition.
The Ce lth Games 2010 scan-

 state support and func-
own business maodels from
the purview of the BT Act, 2005, may
lead 1o unfettered commercialisation of
S0MmE Sports.
Commercialisation—the increas-
influence of business interests in
sports driven by sponsorships, media
rights, and profit motives—
that is not suffickently addre
Act. The ecosystem of sport has under-
o a drastic change ullpu\».-r the workd,
Today, sport has metamorphosed into 2

full-fledged business industey worth Rs

dal exposed fimancial scams and mis-
i Ty oy

and o regulations, whereas the
European Unbon has competition law
and ]E[mluclllm. with harmonised anti-
doping and broadcasting regulations.
Strict gambling and broadeasting laws
b the UK ensuse falr commerchalisation
while guaranteeing easy public access 1o
major events. In Australia, stringent [P
Laws and anti-doping regulations are in
force, even as the focus has increased on
e-sports commercialisation.

T suin up, the sports fraternity has

Revenue priority over athlete welfare
or grassroots development, excessive
focus en entertainment, and corrup-
tion nexus (such as match-fixing driven
by betting syndicates) are the fallouts
of over-commercialisation. Cricket has
been particularly vulnerable, with scan-
dals like the 20113 [PL spot-fixing case
Involving players, bookies, and team
utﬁululx.ﬁlrw ﬁ:stn:: Lodha Commit-
tee (2016]) report highlighted many sys-
temic [ssues, Over 350 legal cases related

Not at Play

plenty of reasons to celebrate, as the new
Law is a turning point in the narrative
of Indian sports. However, sooner of
Later, we also need an Institutional frame-
work with proper checks and balances
o address the evils of over-commer-
clalisation. In the meanw
make continuous efforts to

downsides of commercialisation. Effec-
tive governance based on ethical canons
bs all that we need o uphold the integ-
ity of sport.

Views expressed are persorial

The online gaming ban may have finally given some clarily to the sector but
risks causing job and tax loss as well as dealing a mighty blow to gaming startups

‘w1 not abetting worman. Lady Luck

seldom shines on me, and often.

that which should go my way,

rudely doesnt. Iwill get as niuch as
Lstrive for — these were the wise words
from an ageing seer deled out to me
aver two decades ago. With every pass-
ing year | saw that unfold and therefore,
very early in lifie. | reconciled to my Fate.
I don't take chances, and the closest to
an adrenaline rush for me would be cal-
culated risk, OF course, | bedleve in per-
mutations and combinations, reading
people, and most Lmportantly, Usten-
’:ﬁ to my instincts. But Ull bring none
of these qualities into a money game.
Gambling and betting are just net my
thing but they are serious addictions for
the purported 45 crore Indians who lose
almost Rs 20,000 crore a year.

The Indian government passed the
Promotion ;ul& Regulation of Online
Gamirg Ball, 2025" this week and banned
real-money gaming. The move was
amed at culling the growlng malalse of
betting and gambling in society. In the
Rast few years. the government says that
money-based games have encouraged
addictions, scams. depressions, indebi-
edness, money ];unstvrlug. and even
fimancing of terror, The stories of finan-
cial and mental boss and destruction are
innumerable. Some lost lakhs on a bet-
ting platform to stare at penury over-
night while some were driven to commit
suickde crushed under the debilitating
burden of debt. As per news reports,
32 subcides were reported in Karna-
taka between fanuary 2023 and July this
year related to gambding debis. The city
of Hyderabad saw a strong uptick
calls to subcide helplines during Indian
Premier League (IPL). The National
Institute of Mental Health and Newro
Sclences (NIMHANS)S SHUT Clinie
recorded instances of gaming addiction
at 20-22 per week, up sharply from 3-4
in 2014, ‘#‘ isthes fmuga t‘.]—;[{l,g‘?;u (lrsdian
Computer Emergency Response Team)
expose o 55 per cent jump in financial
fraud linked to gaming apps in 2024-25
while the Enforcement Ditectorate (ED)
also found a gaming app laundering an

Gambling and betting are serines addict

estimated Rs 400 crore. With impris-
omment and hefty fines as deterrents,
the government hopes 1o “curb addic-
thon, financlal ruin, and soclal distress
cans predatory gaming platforms
that thrive on misleading promises of
quick wealth”

Here's the flip side. Online gam-
is big money. Flush with venture
capital (VC) funds, gaming companies
have gpent lavishly on sports endorse-
ments and advertisements. Valued at
USD» 3.7 billion, the gaming industry
was pegged to touch USD 9.1 billion
by 20249 And while there was always
a fear of regulation and grey areas in
practice, this sudden ban has come as
a shock to the industry. VO funds are
at risk and once-robust startups have
been compelled to pivot business maod-

s for the purpor ted 45 crore Indians who lose alnvest Rs 20,000 crore o year

els by scraping money-based games.
Privately. investors and startup Found-
ers are up in arms. They opine that
the benefits from online gaming were
enjoyed by all stakeholders including
the taxmen but the blanket ban has
literally robbed all participants with
direct skin in the game. Publicly, most
are quickly issuing disclaimers stating
that they have nothing to de with real
money gaming. The fear of job and
tax loss looms large in & market that’s
already riddled with uncertainties. As
per industry reports, there are 400
paming companies in lndia employ-
ln}s over 2 lakh people, mostly techies.
With Rs 25,006 crore in investments
and USD 3 billion in Foreign Direct
Investment (FDT) and about Rs 20,000
crore in GST contribution, the gaming

industry was prospering before being
>|u?l]!n|. i its tracks.

The regulatory clarfication, though
extremely delayed. has finally given
miuch-needed clarity to businesses by
distinguishing between “games of skill”
and "games of chance” and noting that
any game that pertains to depesits or
money winnings will be deemed unlaw-
ful. The government has also pledged
support b e-spitts that fnvolve skills and
casual/social gaming invelving subscrip-
tons or acoess fees. The mext few months
will witness hectic bobbying as invested
parties strive o recetve some relbel. What
happens to state-run lottery rings that
can equally cause financial and social
distress? Perhaps the government will
tisi [ts attentbon to that nest.

Views expressed are personal
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Coping with 50% tariffs

The grim situation demands a strong policy
support for the affected MSMEs

LLEYES AREonAugust 27 when US President Donald Trump's
secondary sanctions of 25%—besides the 25% reciprocal tar-
iffs already in effect from August 7—on Indian goods for im-
pnrungRus:-uanmlwulklckm Despite the peace talks in Alaska
L T part Viadimir Putintoend the42-
month-long conflict httween Maoscow and Kyly, Russia still has not com-
mitted tobilateral talks with Uksaine. For such reasons, the pressure of sec-
remain, On Friday, Peter Navarro, the White House
« Hor for trade and manuf; ing, called India“Maharaja of tarifis"
and "alaundromat for the Krvmlm hypurcha-slng dw:nunlcd Russian
crude oil refining it and selli ¥ Lally. India's
external affairs |1llnb=tt'r\|al-sl'|.aldcalrcllcraledllwcuuntrymanwlnl\-'lm:

ondary

HE RESERVE BANK of India
(RBI) recently released the
Heport of the Internal Work-
Ing Group (IWG) to Review
mo L lquldlly M\nasomcm

atlonsare lhc nuts and bolts nfmnmury
policy and, therefore, it Is important that
the framework ls robust.

1‘J|o report rlghtly suggests the dis-

cowthat Indlamperplcxed hylheluglcnfthe Us'sd
tional 254 if Biden ad ration lhalwanlcd
India to buy such oil to stabilise world energy markets, Once the 50% tar-
1ffs come into effect, this is likely toad ly impact the country’s labour-
intensive exports to the USworthalmost §50billion,according to analysts.

There is no doubt that such punitive tariffs would have devastating con-
sequences for textile and apparel exporters from Tiruppur and Ludhiana,
shrimp farmers in Andhra Pradesh, diamond cutters from Gujarat, and car-
pet weavers in Bhadohi in Uttar Pradesh, According to FE's ground reports
on how lhvw:c towns ate coping with the tariff shock, the mlcnllm rhythm
ofl ingofspindlesin Tiruppur hast { byanuneasy

5o, oo,

ol a 14-day varlable rate
repo/reverse repo (VER/VRRR) as the
maln operatbon, Banks, as the IWG report
observes, are reluctant to park surplus
ligulelity for this duration, In additon, it
Is hard to make a precise liquidity fore-
cast for 14 days as government cash bal-
ances malntained with the KB are
Intrinsically volatile, Currency move-
ments are unpredictable too, though
they have predictable seasonal patterns,
The maln operation conducted at a
Iu:eckjlyjlniolr.\llmmd of 14 days, com-

il ! geancelled forsmall apparel

respect for all

® REVIEW REPORT
AN ULTIMATE TEST OF THE FRAMEWORK IS WHETHER IT'S ABLE TO ALIGN OPERATING TARGET WITH POLICY RATE

Liquidity management posers

JANAK RAJ

Senior fellaw, Cantre for Social and
Economic Progress (CSEF)

share of call money In the total overnight
maney marketvolume. Thus,a properbal-
mnwmed.\mm.\lluckhclween the two.
I not

y many én
rlddor width {50 bps), Therefore, it wnuld
Fawee been ideal I the IWG iF

that banks have enough room to arbi-

teage. This will not anly help stabilise

short-term interest rates but also limit

the need for fine-tuning operations,

What should be the minkmum daily

reserve requirement? Itis agalna matter
fdetalled

detailed emplrical llwe.\ug\lmnﬂrlhh
critical lssue and welghed the pros and
cons of continulng with the currentwidth
of the corrdor,

In a corridor system, the minkmum
reserve requirement and the averaging
help stabilise Interest rates

The IWG has aptly rejected the
demand to provide access of the mar-
ginal standing facility (MSF) to stand-
alone primary dealers (SPDs), However,
thelr particlpation In the call money
market should be reviewed urgently.

SPD aperations in the call

for textile unitsin Iudhlanaaxlhellu‘ashlpnwnu areon hnld Nearly 3000 varying tenors as and when needed as | In the call money marke! —Se———— roney market impart
of suchunits h. o the US market. Th has also recommended by the IWG, should help lhrnugh :mnmhlng inter- Large structural conslderable volatility to
been caught off-guard as the US accounts for ssm.moxpum Sheimpis xm;';ﬂhli;; . ger " r'm‘tlh ‘ln surplus liquidity ina ol Ich!.11icroMUeI:]oen
1, B0 of; I he L] e i actors such numerous instances when
:::ls::;‘c]::%f»:ﬁ:m:;?;:ﬂu:agnnwmur ksof! mr. i | ”fa. of the welghted averagecall  as government cash bal- “Tidar ‘::trtm borrowings by SPDs have
" . pr AT mo (WACR) as the operating target s ances and currency. For also makes exerted significant pres-
However,a Instance, banks can defer challenging to sure on call rates, pushing

Dlwall.l.'arpcl making in Uttar Pradesh is big business as 98% of the prod- (hucu\uly fortheovernighteallmoney  borrowings when interest achieve the them at times above the
uct is shipped overseas, With 509 tariffs, a lot of people are likely to be idle, segment, from where the WACR  ratesinthecall mar- ing target  “Pperbound of the corri-
Ona priority basis, the need is for strong policy support to enable these emerge hisd ket ave high till later in the ey oL dor, This is not surprising

businesses to cope with Trump's tariff discuption, The government must
channel more budgetary resources to the affected micra, small, and
medium ises (MSMEs), besides apy port promotion and
trade diversification measures, Trade dwcnlﬂcatlun through free trade
agreements (FTAs) with many countries is an efficacious response hul ll
will take time to work out, The reg is for i liate fi
support as MSMEs employ thousands of workers in these industrial
towns, The ground reports indicate a despondent mood reminiseent of
the Covid-19 lockdown when allacll\fllygmundmahall

Therei iderable merit in d yplayers that the
government provide Covid-era measures like loan moratoriums and ad
hoe 30% working pport,expand the non-performing asset clas-
sification period to 180 days from 90,and reinstate the interest equali
sation scheme that was scrapped Iaxl December, among several other

These will definitely help the labou export indus-

tries cope with 500 tariffs till such time alternative markets through
FTAsare found for theirmerchandise shipments,

Stablecoins cannot
fund USA's deficit

US TREASURY SECRETARY Scott Bessent ls wrong about a potential big new
spurceof demand for US government debt—again. The treasury secretary expects
stablecolns, the crypto tokens designed to keep a constant dollar value, to grow
rapldly and gobble up huge volumes of public bonds. Both the explosion of
Issuance and the Impact on treasuries are overblown,

It's the second time this yo.u Beasent has gmlonow:rmlled that rewrlting
financial ruleswill hely yisvastandg wing needs. ln
Aprilhe said his) "'-“R'-‘-‘“J"‘""‘“'M
Increase thelr appetite for halding treasuries—but iLwill only help them trade
bonds and lend more to hcdgo funds.

the central bank's control over short-
term interest rates.

Why has activity In the call money
market declined? The width of the cori-
dor I3 essentlally a trade-off between
wolatility in short-term interest rates and
activity i the overnlght Intes-bank mar-
ket The narrower the corridor, the greater
the possibility of banks dealing with the
central bank than among themselves, In
other words, the reduced volatility In

maintenance period. Like-
wise, they can advance thedr borrowings
early in the malntenance perlod, when
call rates ave low, Thus, sveraging is an

volatility of short-term Interest rates.
However, it seemns that this mechanism
has almest ceased to operate in Indla.
This I3 also corroborated by an observa-
thon in the IWG report—banks rarely
m\lul alndalily reserve h.nl.mce..helm

hort-term intesest eates s at th

nl lower Inter-bank activity, |he WG
reportobserves that the narrowing of the
corrldor coineided with the declining

G50 ol
»m;nlmllhcrequlwmom nfw]lu. I‘Jm
makes a strong case for lowering the
dally minkmum reserve requirement so

as 8P4, according to the
WG report, constitute theee-fourths of
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® AHOLISTIC VIEW

Union defence minister Rajnath Singh

Indian ethos does not see global order

as a contest for dominance, but as a shared
Jjourney towards harmony, dignity, and mutual

SPDs In the call money market hamper
effective control over the operating tar-
get, they must be gradually phased out
from the call money market, As SPDs
play an important role in the govern-
ment securities market,other appropel-
ate borrowing and lending facilities
could be provided to them for thelr
smooth operations,

Large structural surplus lguldity ina
corrldor systemalso makes itchallenging
lnacl\lwuhenpmthagmm Even |m|

ntrall

to have a tight control over the ﬂper.mng
target, though in theary any amount of
surplus lguidity under it Is conslstent
with an effective control over the operat -
Ingg target. Thesefore, while liquidity pro-
vided needs tobe in consonance with the
the monetary policy's stance, [t should be
ensured that it does not implnge on the
operating target.

The WACR In recent years has often
slgnificantly deviated from the policy
rate and on several occasions, it has
hovered close to the lower/upper
Bound of the target. At thmes, the WACK
has even breached the lowerand upper
bounds of the corrldor. An ultimate test
of the effectiveness of the lquidity
management framework is whether it
Is able to align the operating target
with the policy rate, If call rates ave not
aligned with the operating target, it
creates uncertainty among market par-
ticlpants, |here|ay hampering mone-
l..-

thetotal barrowing from the call money

market, Therefore, in tight liquidi
ditions, lhcmnalwldvaamknflhou
bound of the corrldor belng breached,
especlally because they do not have
access to the MSF, Likewise, in the face
of large surplus liquidity, there is also a
rigk of the lower bound of the corrldor
getting violated in the absence of an
access to the SDF, though this risk s less
serious as the limit tolend by SPDs in the
call money market is far lower than the
ane on borrowing. Since operations of

1 bank needs to tight
control overthe operating target for mon-
etary policy Impulses to transmit
smoothly across the interest rate spec-
trurmn and asset clagses, It s, therefore,
Important to examine some of the key
Issues which have Impacted the effleacy
ol the lquidity management framework
and address them sultably in the revised
framewaork,

Views are persanal

Reclaiming our leadership in safe drugs

INDU BHUSHAN

Seneor associate, Johns Hopkins University, and
founding (ex} CED, Ayushman Bharat

The spread of counterfeit medicines threatens to
undermine India’s public health achievements, and
jeopardises its standing in global health markets

Bt let us bech 1 e fist step:

INDIA HAS LONG L el das the
g)h.mn of the Warld"We supply aver
0% of global vacelne demand, 40% of
generic medicines to the US, and 25% of
all medicines to the UK. More than 200

Thisksnot

fot the finish line, The scale of the chal-
! d d: h more,

mentaction. Thesemeasir s reflect agro-

AletyAsthe

ald the hiol .

a public health emermuncy chhmd lhm
:nllmcu lie real hum.mu..,‘ ol al

B
Maost are still unaware of

lher apy, children dymu from contami-
nated cough syrups, and families rulned

the tools avallable to verify thelr medi-
chnes, Rural India, with ies already fragile

threataf falsified nwdlcmcscnmhmoaln
evolve, sustained mll.llmmlnanmeu
industry, IF

Thistime, e d hin stablecalng sl Our affardable, high-quality medieines by pralonged lliness .md misdlagnosis,  medical access, remaing vulnerable to e Ing publichealth and

uslnmd (lm.uldmg and L\l. Ishlnumnnnal Innavation for U'N.:Islocnlmm hawe saved mlllmmfllvuacm thegl-  Lastyear, dlines linked 1 d pharmacies and unverified plHOI\‘LI![(p)lﬂllllllu-\lll\DlIr]!h.\-l’l\]-lCE
Bessent told C obe,especially in low- and it Indian-made cough syrups to the deaths medielnes, Even In urban areas, supply tallers and pharma

that the market could gmwwsl trillion from bess than § 300 billion now, He's now untrleswhere u ntlaldrugs  of di {ehildren in Gambla, Uzbek- chaln opacity and enforce- Ists have Lol keepers, They

telling Wall Street that alot of this will flow stealght into treasury bills and bonds, I otherw adist istan, and Cameroon, triggering global — ment allow counterfelt drugstoinfiltrate must be vigllant in wu[}llng the sources

according to the Financial s,

Flenty of people theal about bl th But even if they
take off, that doesn't deliver addlunn.lldonmnd fo| LJ\ debt [nnvery slmple rea-
son: Any dollars Iuw:sucd mln Lalil Lse, and those
other place:

’rm“urm g success for stable-

dy
colnswould tly hange who holds US debt, not magically dollars that the
government can now bormow,

& in the White House, the US has i lised rules around

‘With Denald | L
how

k Lnlhohopcof" ing d b d

Within India too,this Industry has played
Irole; fiordabk q

aplvot

concern and undermining India's phar-

Iclnes for our vast pn[m‘hlhm.m:[rlrml-
Ing to the success of inltiatives like Jan
.'\uslndhnmninyuﬂnmnulm.u

Inedla's | TORE-

These fake drugs not only fall to cure,
they cause direct harm,

ed§25 Iulllmnn inu..\wmmmmllw
strength and seale of our industry. Our
manufacturers ave counted among the
world's largest, and over 650 Food and
Drug Administeation {FDA)-approved
manufacturing facllities operate across

Is global trust in India's
pharma ecosystem has been a source of

thec 1, Th late that the colns must be

h.u:kcd ane- [nr -one w.lh I\Ighqu\]lly and Ilquld dr\ll.lr.mols

which incl and

maney market fund s} n N that j [ the country, Thi
confident | @ colnsback into dollars switly .mdrell-

ably. The rulesalsol S-lasued col ngl national pride.

passing through the yleld they get from nwnlng treasuries;
that's deslgned to protect banks, especially smaller ones, that
fear losbng deposit funding to stablecoins,

Tesesa Ho,a senlor strateglst at | Morgan Chase & Co. says
It's hard o belleve that the markc( (nuld RrOwW Lo ucmd weu
51 erillionwithina few years whe h-
nobogy needed for broader adoption h.u yﬂlolaehulll.\m’s also doubtful (In( e
plewill see them as a sensible place to put cash.

| personally I\.wemmu why mnyunmn!l |mmu would nmbcen.icpnsllm.m
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Yet, that trust bs nowat risk,

The stark reality Is that the quality of
medicines remalng uneven,and theclreu-
latlon of substandard and falsified (SF)
d I das i A

legitimate pharmacies.
This ks not just a regulatory fallure, but
aceriminal act with deadly consequences.
Those lnvolved in the pro-

They acmlmlo the global duction and distribution of
rlsksof. eed fake medicines must face
tance, making routine inf- Wen an swifl, exemplary punish-
ectionshardertotreat They  all-of-government,  ment,Laws musthe streng-
compromise treatment for all-of-industry, thened to treat such offen-
chocdicus e 400 and alof-socety (3 g
ditions, Most Insidiously,  @PProach "“';l treat o seandards Centraland
they erode the trust pat- thisasa statedr | miust
lents place in the healthcare crisis coordlmlc better, and

of thedeinventory and reject any stock that
lacks propercertification or traceability,

The spread of counterfeit medicines
achlevements, including the progress
made through Ayushman Bharat, which
alms to deliver universal health coverage
o mere than 500 millien Indians, 1t also
jeopardises our standing In global health
markets, whene trust and credibility are
paramount.

Inclia must treat this as a natlonal erl-
sbs. We need an all-of-government, all-of-
Jmimlry..nmhll of-sockety approach, Pub-

aystem, a trust that s diffi-
cult to rebuild once broken,

The government has begun to
respond, n recent months, ralds across

be adequatel d

\gns, stronger law

and held accountable for results,
1Mplnlm IMllslryh.n.\Jmadynlr-
| lentsa-

multiple states have led to the dosure of

_-:1_-‘3 ,nmurud‘yhy culsll.mdllwmlh-
Pren

illegal Ing units and the
selzure m’mnus.\nds nn’\lm drug con-

eﬂlmuwdrhaumund mlahafmcdlum.-

soldin India could | erfeltor

mlm(cd sllc]!s 0] slllcl\u[]!t‘ll surveil-

cash bvestors at lhecnrporu.e and | vel are ative—
their stashes need o b safe and available, “We sluslpm:l Ilquldlly Investors, Mmllm
retall orir

batandard, TheWorld Health Drganiza-

thon stmllarly warns that one in 10 med-

lcalpmducu clreulating inlow- and mid-
eals SF,

acash altesnative” lwwlnwmcml'y-

Even If they do, the assets needed to back these colns won't create additional
demand for treasurles, Aryone who shifts cash Into stablecolns s golng to be mov-
Ing it from one of four places: bank deposits, money funds, physical notes and
colns or overseas dollar hold ings,

Moy funds are big buyers of treasury bills; if they lose cash to stablecolns, they
will buy pmpnlllnmllylml bills, Iunlrsurc frm:ed o hnld hlgh quality assets such

I ¥ QR codes

Integrity.
les are mmllng in tamper- evident
packaging, advanced serlalisation, and
veal-time supply chain tracking technolo-
ples to prevent feiting, Leading

i ) ket ey
ummco.nus|mou|wlhnelmncreumn-
tal action. The cost of delay s counted in
lives lost, disenses worsened, and trust
eroded. The moment demands urgency,
ambithon, and resobve.

India has the strength tolead the world

M danallivof madick

manulacturers

1!
Letusact h. Il

m:mp i ding Cen-
tral I)mpumng I.\bnmmlcs .md pro-
maoting digital tools like the "Track and
Trace" mechanism,
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Don't ban, but regulate

Apropos of *Sledgehammer
h* (FE, August 22), nearly 20%

gamers worldwide are Indian, but
we contribute barely 2% to global

astreasurlesand g theyloseoutand
starttoshrink,th I need fewer liquid assets, B el i

thewiderl 8 orreserve holdl r Ibanks,muchofwhich
again rell sasafeandliquid 1 1, Switching from phys-
Jcal notesand uld provide theon! f purely additive i 4

M blaraln & 1 th

There just aren't mmuuh good

gaming revenves as India's market is
boat entirely by onkine

than betting on erypto—. —and what good reasons there are, banks wlllﬂmi w\ymr
satlsfylng swiftly. Bessent’s hope that this market will help cover the US deficlt
will turn out 1 be false.
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risk, mobilefirst platforms. Globally,
money games account for 40% of
revenues; in India, they dominate at
A5%. The picture is clear: India is
mobile-fiest, revenua-hight, and masthy
playing with fire, Globally, regulators
have faced the same dilermma.
Belgiurm and China chose hard bans
an gambling-ike mechanics, while
countries ke Austria and the LK
allowed them but with Emitations The

ous audits and quality assurance checks

carrhes a M\demlndl-l Iabohlmcmm
with it anunsk

n.\prmgularlll&u‘.u\& .wp]mr‘l enforce-

|atter seems to be the best bet for

Indlia, india's dilernma is mare about

hievwe a young, mabile-first nation

balances freedam, fun, and safety,
Sanjay Chopra, Mahali

Simplified GST

The recommendation to scrap the
12% and 28'% slabs of the goods and
services tax (G5T) and consalidate
therm with lower rates will give
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efficacy, and integrity.

substantial relief to the indirect
taxpayers, fimplemented. However,
L0% tax on luxury goods is exarbitant,
&ven as it s scceptable for sin goods.
AL present, tax evasion is an open
secret, and therefare, even the
highest slab of tax should be
reasonable to offset it.

KW Seatharamaiah, Bengaluru
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WA GLOBAL

ALLIGATOR ALCATRAZ: WHY HASA
JUDGEPUTRESTRICTIONSONIT?

AFEDERAL judge in the United States -
sued a preliminary injunction on Thursday
halting operations at an immigration de-
tention centre in Florida that has earmed
the moniker “Alligator Alcatraz”.

Thename comes from Alcatraz [sland,
aformer prison located on anisland near
San Franciscowhichwas deemed impos-
sible to escape, as weell as the significant
alligator population in Florida.

The detention centre was set up
around two months ago in Florida
Everglades National Park, a UNESCO
‘World Heritage Site. The centre has faced
serutiny for its treatment of detainees and
alleged environmental viclations.

The ruling has given the state 50 days
to stop its operations. An appeal against
the order has been filed.

Detention centre

‘The detention centre was established
amid the Trump administration's in-
creased focus on targeting immigration
imto the US. “We had a request from the
federal government to (create the Facil-
|ty]. and so ‘Alligator Alcatraz’ it is,"

Governor Ron DeSantis had said.

‘(Icaﬂy from a security perspective,
dsumr:unrcsl:a}:ﬁ there's alot of alliga-
tors you're going to have to contend
{with]," DeSantis said.

‘What was previously the Dade-Collier
Training and Transition Airport for pilots
was transformed into a tent city with a
capacity for housing up to 5,000 people.

The centre was alse seen as an exten-
sionof Trump's continued fascination with
the original Alcatraz prison, located on an
island off San Francisco and closed more
than G0 years agn. Hc has ordered officials

Donald Trump at Alligator Alcatraz
in Florida in June 2025, a9

other insects are everywhere,” the
Associmted Press reported.

Meals are allegedly not provided on
time or in adequate quantities, but state
officials have denied these reports.

The current injunction has come as the
court hears alawsuit hrought by environ-
mental groups. Arguing to hlock further
construction, these groups have said that
such activities could adwversely impact
sensitive wetland ecosystems, endan-
pered species, and essential wate ravays.

District Court Judge Kathleen
Williams wrote in her order about a plan
to aid tourism in the 19605 in the
Everglades that was eventually rejected.

Since then, “every Florida governor,
every Florida senator, and countless local
and national political figures, including
presidents, have publicly pledged their

to examine the of ing it,
and said in Maythat the prisonwould sere
as a“symbol of law, order, and justice”.

Several concerns

Several media reports have claimed
that the setup inclwdes large white tents
and bunk beds surrounded by chain-link
cages. "Toiletsdon't flush, Aooding floors
with fecal waste, and mosgquitoes and

al support for the restoration,
conservation, and protection of the
Everglades.” she wrote.

The national park is located at “thein-
terface of temperate and sub-tropical
America, fresh and brackish water, shal-
lLow bays”, which "contains the largest
mangrove ecosystem in the Western
Hemisphere”, according to UNESCO.

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE

WHY NOTALLVIRUSESLEADTOA
PANDEMICAFTER TRANSMISSION

WHEN A disease-causing
wirus jumps from one species
to another, most often, the
infection fails to establish
sustained transmission inits
new environment. 0n the
rare occaision, however, it
can trigger a pandemic.

A new study has nowr
identified some key factors
which determine whether a
pathogen will persist after it
spills over toa new population. These are:
the fraction of the exposed population
that’s infected (or infection prevalence];
the ability torelease copies ofthe virusinto
the emvironment {or viral shedding); and
how vulnerable the hosts are to the virus
{orinfection susceptibility),

The study was published in the jour-
nal PLOS Biology on Thursday.

David Kennedy, researcher at the
Pennsylvania State University and senior
author on the paper. in a statement, said,
“This work helps us figure out which out-

breaks toworry about so that
we can direct our public
health resources where they
need to go to prevent and re-
spond todisease emergence.”
Fortheirstudy, researchers
induced a spillover among a
speciesof worms by exposing
them to the Orsas virus. The
WOITIE WETE SEen t repro-
duce and grow for five m 13
days, after which 20 adult
wiorms were transferred to a new, vins-
Free Petri dish where they could multiphy
and growy &gain. Thiswas repeated until no
trace of the virus could be detected.
Specific traits among worms remain-
ing from the initial 1ot were studied in-
cluding what fraction of the worms were
infected and how much viruseachworm
shed into the air. This helped scientists
determine that infection prevalence, viral
shedding, and infection susceptibility
play a substantial role in explaining the
outcome of a spillover event. ENS
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ADRIJAROYCHOWDHURY
MEW DELHI, AUGUST 22

SHANTANL MUKHERJEE 46, has complained
o police that filmmaker Vivek Agnihotri's
forthooming Bengo! Files tamishes the image
of his late grandfather Gopal Mukherjee.

Mgnihotri’s film is about the “Great
Calcutta Killing”, the most violent episode of
Hindu-Muslim violence in the lead-up to
Fartition. Between 5,000 tm 10,000 people
were killed in the four-day bloodbath that be-
gan onAugust 16, 1946, the date designated
by the Muslim League as Direct Action Day.

Gopal Mukherjee, knowm by the moniker
Gopal ‘Patha’ because his family owned a
mutton shop in central Kolkata's College
Street{patha is goat in Bangla), was a leader
of one of Calcutta’s major street gangs at the
time. Hi pof more than 20 Ten
ook it upon themselves to protect Hindus
from gangs of Muslim rioters.

“We have no problem with a film being
macde on Gopal Mukherjee. But the vulgar
wdy inwhich he has been depicted is very
offensive,” Shantanu Mukherjee told The
indian Express.

In the official trailer of the film, Gopal
Mukherjee is seen proclaiming India to be
anation of Hindus, blaming Gandhian non-
wiolence for the “victory” of Jinnah, and
hacking frenziedly at prople in the street
with a sword.

Call for ‘direct action’

By August 1946, relations between the
Muslim League and the Congress had frayed
beyond repair. The League had committed
itself to accepting nothing short of Partition
and the creation of Pakistan, and its leader,
Muhammad Ali Jinnah, proclaimed that
therewould now be “either a divided India or
adestroved India".

The League (and the Congress) rejected
the Cabinet Mission Plan of May 1946, which
had proposed a loose federal structure for
post-colonial India, and on July 31, Jinnah
called on Muslims across India to observe
August 16 as Direct Action Day.

*0n that day, meetings would be held all
over the country to explain the League's reso-
Iution [for a separate Muslim state|” HV
Hodson, whiwas an adviser to Viceroy Wavell
n 1946, wrote in his book The Great Divide:
Brituin, Indic, Pakistan | 1960, “Thes: meetings
and processions passed off_without more than
commonplace and limited disturbances, with
one vast and tragic exception.” he wrote.

While Muslims were in majority in
Bengal. making up 54% of the population,
Calcutta itselfwas 73% Hindu. Muslims were

;
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Direct Action & Gopal ‘Patha’

Between 5,000 and 10,000 people were killed in Calcutta in a four-day bloodbath in August 1946. Gopal
‘Patha’ Mukherjee, a local strongman, took it upon himself to protect Hindus from Muslim rioters

Mahatma Gandhiwith H S Subrawardy third from the left) in 1947, A young Mujibur

Rahiman, Lhe future Father of Bangladesh, is standing bel

Hinel. Wikiimedia Carmrmans

concentrated in North Calcutta and in the
Metiabruz area by the Hooghly, and mainly
part of the city's underclasses.

Suhrawardy's mischief

H 5 Suhrawardy became Prinne Minister
[Chief Mindster] of Bengal in April. He was a
respected leader among Bengal's Muslims
but reviled among Hindus who blamed him
for the Bengal famine of 1943 which killed
an estimated three million people (he was
the Minister for Civil Supplies at the time .

Almost all members of Suhrawardy's cab-
inet belonged to the League. InA History of
the Bengnli-speaking Peopde (2001 ), historian
Nitish Sengupta wrote that Suhrawardy's
cahinet without a single upper caste Hindu
was, for the bhadralok class, “a foretaste of
what was likely to happen to them if the
whole of Bengal went to Pakistan”.

Many historians blame Suhrawardy for
the carnage in Cabeutta in August 1946,

0 Direct Action Day, he addressed agath-
ering of an estimated 100,000 Muslim youth
in Maidan [a vast open space in central
Calcutta). What Subrawardy told the croved
remains disputed — it is said that he an-
nounced he had taken steps to restrain the po-
lice, which was understood as aninvitation to
Inot and murder — but hiss peech was followed
by a massive outbreak of violence in the city.

Suhraweardy himself “spent a great deal
of time in the Control Room in Lall Bazar | po-
lice headquarters|, often attended by some of
his supporters™, Frederick Burrows, Governor

of Bengal Presidency, wrote to Viceroy
‘Wavell on August 22. (Cited in Sumit Sarkar,
Modern india, 1885-1947, 1983 ). His presence
at headquarters presumably prevented the
against the rioters

sk

what scale
of the phenomenon.” he wote.

For a long time, Calcutta remained di-
vided between Muslim and Hindu zones
with very little movement between them.
Historians of Bengal believe that the Calcutta
riots of 1946 were by far the most cata-
clysmic event leading to the partition of the
province a year later. And they would be a
harbinger of the horrors et to come.

Mukherjee's role

Much of the street violence during the
Great Caloutta Killing was “a pogrom be-
tween two rival armies [of Muslim and
Hindu.and Sikh| of the Caboutta underworkd”,
Burrows wrote to Wavell

‘Whatis known of Mukhegee and his robe
in the violence comes primarily from the
1996 book The Goondas: Towards a
Reconstriction of the Calcutte Underwordd by
Jayanta K Ray and Suranjan Das, and an au-
dio interview that Mukherjee gave to
Anddrew Whitehead of the BBCin 1997,

According to Ray and Das, Mukherjee was
bom in 1916 and lived in Malanga Lane in
Bowbazar in central Kolkata. He was *5 feet
4inches in height, wore long hair like ladies,
sported a moustache and long beard”, Ray
and Das wrote.

In his interview to Whitehead,
Bfukchy said that on August 16, 1946, he

and killers, whmanamukatmssthcmyus—
ing knives, rods, fircbombs, and pistols.

Bloodbath in Calcutta

Through August 17 and 18, the violence
intensified. [t was only on August 19 that the
military was called in. The chaos and blood-
shed continued sporadically, and on August
21, Benigal was put under Viceroy's rule.

Anthropologist Nir
that he saw “dozens of corpses hying about_
the air became foul, and vultures for awhole
week littered the roofs of Caloutta, and feasted
on the corpses until they could do no miore™
(cited by historian Ramachandra Guhain a
2014 column in The Telegroph).

The American phatojournalist Margaret
Bourke-White covered the riots for Life mag-
azine. Her pictures ofvultures Bning the roofs
a(]mmcs asthe rotting bodies of riot victims

was sitting at his meat shop when he saw a
party of Muslim League volunteers march-
ingwith sticks in theirhands and raising slo-
gans of lad ke lenge Pakistan’ (We will fight
and snatch Pakistan .

After riots began in Bowbazar, Mukherjee
shurt his shop and gathered some “boys" to
protect the neighbourhood. *1 realised we
had to save the country. If the whole area
went to Pakistan, there would be more tor-
ture and bloodshed,” he tobd Whitehead.

He said that heinstructed his boys to retal-
late ferocioushy to amy violenoe against Hindus.
“If you come to know of one murder, you
should commit 10 murders, that was my or-
der tomy boys," Mukherjee said, adding that
his grandfather“attadked only thos: members
of the Muslim League whowere spreading vi-
olence. He did not attack anyone from their
families, women, children or the eldedy™.

below present f the
mast shocking recollections of the violence.

Historian Markovits Claude in the paper
‘The Calcutta Riots of 1946, Mass Violence &
Resistance’ (2007 ) wrote that the savagery
of the riots was remarkable.

“MNaot only were victims brutally killed,
they were also grotesquely mutilated. This
kind of grisky "ritual’ was very much part of
the repertoire of communal killings in India;

“Had he not attacked the riot
Muslim League, this {Kolkata) would have
been Bangladesh. The whole map of India
would have been different,” Shantanu
Mukhetjee told The Indien Express.

Asked by Whitehead during the inter-
view if he felt proud of his actions in 1945,
Gopal Mukherjee said: "It was not about
price. Itwas about duty. 1 believed that T had
aduty to help people in distress."

The RSS prayer, its history and significance

SHYAMLAL YADAV
MEW DELHI, AUGUST 22

EARNATAKA DEPUTY Chief Minister D K
Shivakumar, who is also president of the
Pradesh Congress Committee, unexpect-
edly broke into an RSS song in the state
Assembly on Friday. B|P MLAs welcomed
the recital, while Congress benches re-
mained silent,

The RSS song

The 13-line song in Sanskrit, called
Prarthana [prayer) by members of the
Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh, starts with
“Mameste sadm vatsale matribhume (0 sacred
Motherland, | always bow you)..", and ends
weith "Bharat Matw ki jui”

The line before “Bharat Mata ki jai” goes:
“Vijetree cha noh senhata karyashaktir,
Vidhmpasya dharmasya sanmbksharam, Pamm
woibhavam  netumetot  swarashtram,
Somartha vabatwashisha te bhrishom [May
our victorious organisational work for the

protection of this religion through your
blessings be successful in taking our nation
to supreme glory}".

Sung since 1939

The song has been sung at RSS gatherings
since 1939, with one swayamsewak leading
and the others following him.

The daily one-hour shakhas of the RSS
usually conclude with the singing of the
song; at events where the general public is
present, it is sung at the hcgmnmg

Itisexpected that everyone sh and

Karmataka
Deputy Chief
Minister DK
Shivakumar
speaks in the
state Assembly
on August 19, F

intheir places during the singing of the song,
with their right hand raised to the chest and
folded paralle] to the ground, with the palm
facing downweard.

Author of the lines

The Prarthana was written by Magpur-
based Professor Marahari Narayan Bhide., a
friend of Dr KB Hedgewar, the founder of the
S5 Prof Bhide taught English, but was well
wversed in Sanskrit as well.

The Prarthana emerged from a week-long:

meeting of vaksin Wardha district

in 1939, where Dr Hed gewar asked for a
prayer that could be recited at RSS activities
around the country.

Prof Bhide wrote the lines, which were
subsequently composed intosong, based on
what the RSS believed was the spirit and
essence of its work.

Need for a prayer

The tradition of commencing the day's
activities by saluting the Bhaogwa Dhwaj
(Saffron Flag) and concluding with a prayer
had taken firm root in the RSS within a year
of its founding in Nagpur on September 27,
1925, Vijayadashami day.

This prayer was in Hindi and Marathi,
and ended with an invocation to Samarth
Guru Ramdas, the guru of Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj. The lines in Hindi, which
were recited by swayamsevaks in North
India, were: “He pmbho Shree Ram dute,
sheel humko degjiye. .

Butasthe R55 and its activities expanded
across the country, Hedgewar felt the need
for auniform Prarthana for all its events.

Row over film on Yogi’, and why Bombay HC judges want to watch movie

OMKARGOKHALE
MURBAIL ALGUST 22

THE BOMBAY High Court has said judges will
‘wratcha film purportedly based on the life of
Uttar Pradesh Chief Mindster Yogi nath
that the Central Board of Film Certification
{CBAC) has been accused of delaying.

The court said on Thursday that itwould
watchAjey: The Untold Story of a Yogi before
passing an order on a petition filed by the
producers of the film. The case will be taken
upagain on August 25,

The film in question

The producer, Samrat Cinematics India
Pt Ltd, has said the film is inspired by
Shantanu Gupta's baok The Monk Who
Became Chief Minister: The Definitive
Bingraphy of Yagi Adityanath [ 2017 ), officially
endorsed by the UP Chief Minister's Office.

The purpose of the film is “not enly to
depict the journey of aleader in public sere-
ice but also to motivate and inspire the
youth of the nation through a narrative
grounded in fact and integrity”, the makers
have said in their plea.

In the Bombay HC

Samrat Cinematics has alleged that it
applied for certification of the film on June
5 this year. Under the rules for certification,
(CBFCwas required to scrutinise the applica-
tion wnlun sewven days alu:l refer it for
e Timittee
within 15 days, it has said.

However, after CBFC took no action for
maore than a month, the petitioner applied
again under the "priority scheme™. CBFC
then scheduled the screening on July 7, but
it wias cancelled, according to the plea.

Since they received no further comrespon-

CBFC,

WETECOIT-

pelled toapproach the HC to seek adirection
o CBRC to decide on the release of the film at
the earfiest.

The producer has said the delay by the
Censor Board in processing the application
forthe film, its teaser, trailer, and promotional
song, is “unreasonable”™ and “unexplained”.

On July 16, a Bench of Justices Revati
Mohite-Dere and Neela K
Gokhale orally remarked that
CBFC was mandated to issue
the certification within the
stipulated time under the Lo,

The next day, the Board assured HC that
the application would be decided within
two working days, following which the
court disposed of the filmmaleers' writ plea.
The film was scheduled for release in the-
atres on August 1.

The second writ plea
On July 21, CBFC wrote to the filmmak-

EXPLAINED

ers saying theirapplication for certification
had been rejected. This prompeed them to
file a second writ plea in the court.

On August 1, the HC observed that CBFC
had taken its July 21 decision without view-
ing the film, and only because it was based
on a constitutional post (UF OM) and the
Information and Public Relations
Department of UP had raised
a"serious objection” saying it
may “affect the public at large”.

CBFCassured the HC thata
panel would watch the film
before deciding on certification. Thereafter,
on August 6§, it passed an order refusing to
certify the film on the ground that it vio-
lated the Guidelines for Certification of
Films for Public Exhibition.

According to CBFC, the film violated
clauses requiring that the medium should
remain responsible and sensitive to the val-
ues and standards of society.

Also, the film presented “visuals or
‘wonds contemptuous of racial, religious or
other groups™ and *imolving defamation of
anindividual or body of individuals, or con-
tempt of court™, CBRC said.

The producer then said it would apply
to CBFCs Revising Committee. The HC had
asked the Board to inform the petitioner
about ary content or dialogues that it found
objectionable. The makers were asked to
communicate whether they intended to
delete or rework parts of the movie.

CBFC raised 29 objections but subse-
quently dropped eight. The Baard objected
tothe title of the film as being provocative,
and flagged certain dialogues.

On August 17, CBFC's revising panel re-
jected the filmmaker's application.

Seeing for themselves

OnThursday, CBFC argued that the writ
plea was not maintainable. it said the film-

malser cuuld challenge the Rn."\rlslng
inanar
HCundanrcEmmatDmph.i\n.

The producer argued the Revising
Committee's decision violated the makers'
fundamental rights. It said that CBFChad in
an arbitrary manner asked for a No-
Ohjection Certificate from a private individ-
ual (Chief Minicter Adityanath) before the
movie could be cleared for release.

The Board was “not the guardian of the
private person’s fundamental rights”, the
petitioner said. The Bench said that although
analternative remedy to file an appeal was
available, it would have to examine whether
the presentwerit petition was maintainable.
It pulled up CBRC, saying it had failed to fol-
low the principles of natural justice.

The judges l‘llCn said they would watch
the filmk onthe plea
Iy the maker, and consider the objections of
the Revising Committee.
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The necessity of bri

dges

India’s strength lies in accommodating complexity — allowing multiple
identities to coexist without fear. That balance is under strain

NAJEEB ]LIN(:

FOUR YEARS AGD, in an increasingly po-
larised [ndia. five friends took an unusual
step. Concemned about the steady deteriora-
tion of communal relations, espedially be-
tween Hindus and Muslims, they decided to
meet the chiefof achtriy

Sangh [R55), Mohan Bhagwat.

This was a personal initiative born out
of anxiety over the country's social fabric.
The decision to meet Bhagwat was deliber-
ate. For all the public claims about the in-
dependence of the BJF from the RSS, the
Sanghremains the ideological mother body,
with undeniable influence over the BJF's
thinking and approach.

The five friends did not claim to represent
Muslims. They were concerned citizens,
mowved by the community's growing alien-
ation from the state. Years of inflammatory
rhetoric and targeted policies had left many
feeling cornered in their own country. They
believed passivity was not an option. Soeven
if there was a faint chance that dialogue
could yield understanding, it was worth the
effort. Initially, their step drew mixed reac-
tions — cautious support from some, criti-
cism from others, who saw it as legitimising
anexclusionary organisation.

Undeterred, they expanded their out-
reach, meeting Muslim clerics, Sikh lead-
ers, Christian priests, social activists, and
educators. Across communities, one truth
emerged: The absence of conversation was
only deepening the mistrust.

RS55's history is no secret. Its litera-
ture contains ample anti-Muslim and anti-
Christian rhetoric. Generations of its leaders
have portrayed minorities as “outsiders” or
obstacles to a vision of Hindu Rashtra.
Against this backdrop, the guestion
Ilnomed: Could there be a change of heart, or
were these talks futile?

Surprisingly, the meetings were direct.
Bhagwat candidly outlined Hindu concerns
about Muslims; the group raised Muslim
concerns without hesitation. The tone was
nist always comiortable, but it was honest.
And he kept his promise to try and reduce
differences. From time to time he has spo-
ken on the need for unity, to reduce hate
and learn toleration.

From these conversations came several
practical recommendations: One, sustained
dialogue — regular platforms fior Hindu and
Muslim scholars, derics, community keaders,
amd activi lox i by to
address misconceptions quickly. Tweo, joint
sowial action —collzborating indisaster relief,
literacy campaigns, and public health initia-
tives to create shared ownership of society.
Three, shared cultural spaces — updating
madrasa syllabi to include shared histories,
halding joint cultural festivals, and celebrat-
ing major religious occasions together. Four,
engaging with the Undform Civil Code {LICC)
— Muslims should be open w the |dca if the

uine feedback: i il

tion, as seen with the Waqr (Amendment)

Act, 2025, invites resistance. Five, noise sen-
itivities — Muslims could Emit

use for the frve daily calls to prayer [oman) to

reduce friction with neighbours.

Sixe, respecting Hindu sentiments on cow
slaughter — while rare among Muslims, a
wvisible campaign against it could ease one
of the most sensitive communal flashpoints.
Seven, managing Friday prayers — avoiding
road blockages by staggering timings or
finding alternative venues. Eight, commu-
nity conduct — actively addressing lawless-
ness among some youth in Muslim-major-
ity areas, with leaders promoting civic

ihility. Nine, both c it

refrain from using derngatory termes such as
“kafir for Hindus and "jilkadis” for Muslims
or other such terms that generate hate.
Many Muslim-majority countries have
reformed to meet modern realities. Tunisia,
Morocco, Turkey, Egypt, Pakistan,
Bangladesh, Indonesia and Algeria have
adapeed laws on family, education and pub-
lic life. Indian Muslims, too, can pursue re-
forms that respect faith while accommo-
dating the sensitivities of a plural nation.
‘fet no internal reforms will succeed with-
out reciprocity from the Hindu community
and the state. Trust cannot be one-sided.
Ower the last decade, many Muslims,
Christians and Sikhs have grown deeply sus-
picious of the executive and judiciary. Laws
perceived as discriminatory, selective justice,
and the endorsement of majoritarian rheto-
ric have eroded faith in the state’s nevtrality.

Ower the last decade, many
Muslims, Christi el
Sikhs have grown deeply
suspicious of the executive
and jud: . Laws perceived
as discriminatory, selective
justice, and the endorsement
of majoritarian rhetoric have
eroded faith in the stat
neutrality. There is enough
evidence of law enforcement
agencies favouring Hindus,
particularly during festivals.
Avery good example is the
Kanwar festival.

R Sasikumar

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The suffering and death of Falestinians is multiplying, Seizing and ocoupying

Gaza City would only deepen the horror™

Holding

— THEGUARDIAN

monitor

to account

BJP is setting up a circus where government
chooses its voters. INDIA bloc is committed to
reclaiming a level playing field

K CVENUGOPAL

“THE HOUSE WILL reafise that franchise is
o mast fundamental thing in a democrrey.
o person whe is entitled to be browght into
the electoral rolls.... showld be excluded
merely as a result of the prejudice of o
local government, or the whim af an
officer. That would cut ot the very root of
demacratic government.”

These were the historic words of BR
Ambedkar in the Constituent Assembly on
June 15, 1949, when Article 289 of the Draft
Constitution | now Article 324), which en-

the ECT's impartiality.

The new law also grants unprece-
dented immunity to the CEC and ECs, and
even retired commissioners by shielding
them from civil or criminal proceedings.
‘What necessitated this? s it because the
EJP had planned voter manipulation after
getting the chance to handpick CECs? By
extending to Election Commissioners the
same sweeping protections that apply to
sitting judges, the BJP has created a shield
not for independence, but for impunity.

The consequences are obvious. When
Rahul Gandhi recently exposed irregulari-
ties in voter lists, the ECI's immediate re-

todeny, dismi castasper-
sions instead of welcoming impartial
scrutiny. Fordays, B[P leadiers were seen die-
fending the ECI, instead of the ECl itself.
Meamwhile, the BIP found sensitive elec-
toral data through “unknown” sources in
an attempt to level similar allegations
against Cr.lngn:ss Bt aswith all things B]'P

tedun-
der a single, impartial authority, was intro-
duced. Ambedkar envisioned the Election
Commission ofIndial ECl) as the guardian of
democracy, immune to the poisons of caste,
culture, or linguistic discrimination, and
ahowve all, beyond the reach of partisan bias.

Since then, the ECl has presided over
every general election. For decades, it com-

their
own weight when investigations proved
that claims of “fale voters" in Wayanad
weere fabricated.

‘Worse, the ECl has demanded an affi-
davit from Rahul Gandhi for raising these
concerns, but not from BJP leaders who
made reckless allegations about voter lists.
‘When the CEC finally. ad.cln:sscd the press,

mandes India'smost sacred

Buttoday, that sanctity has been

he came acros: thana B[P
skirting critical questions

brutally compromised. The BJF has system-
atically reduced it to anextension of its party
machinery, betraying the constitutional val-

Lawenforcement
agencies fvouring Hindus, particulardy dur-
ing festivals, A very good example is the
Karmwar festival, with state police officials wel-
coming the pilgrims with flowers, touching
their feet or showering petals from helicop-
ters. Such actions in a secular country shake
the confidence not just of minorities but also
thevery large secular:

Confidence-building alsu requires the
government to step back from polarising
palitics, apply laws equally, act against hate
speech, and show in action, not just in
woords, that every citizen has an equal stake
inIndia. Demonstration of equal action has
been sadly lacking.

India’s strength lies in accommodating
complexity — allowing multiple identities
o coexist without fear. That balance is un-
der strain. The choice is stark: Let mistrust
harden into permanent division, or take the
harder path of conversation, reform, and
mutual respect.

This initiative with the RS5 chief may
have been just a drop in the ocean.
Therefore, more citizens and institutions
must commit to long-term, genuine en-
zagement. India canstill reclaim the plural-
Estic spiritthat is its truest inheritance. Trust,
once broken, takes time to rebuild. But it
can be rebuilt. And in this ime of suspicion,
the smallest bridges matter.

The weriter is former vice chancellor, famin
Millia Istamia, former Lt Governar, Dethi,
and cuwrrentiy chairmaon,

Advanced Study Institute of Asin

1113 sofiercely defended.
At a time when i are under

and responding to serious accusations
with an absence of logic and juvenile,
trumped-up allegations.

‘What the CEC didn't answer was: Why
the onducting the SIR hardly three

siege, the Indian National Congress and the
IMDUA bloc hawe taken the hattle to the peo-
ple. The Voter Adhikor Yotra, launched in
Bihar by Rahul Gandhi, marks the first deci-
sive stepin this batthe to save democracy.
Covering over 20 districtsin 16 days, this

months before elections? How did
Maharashtra witness an inexplicable surge
of over 70 lakh voters between the Lok
Sabha and Vidhan Sabha elections? Why
did the ECI decide to delete CCTV footage
of polling booths after 45. days" Why has it

vatraw Ty woter about the risk
oftheir fundamental power in a democracy
being stolen, going beyond TV screens and
to every street and comer of the state, Our
yatrz is a resistance against the ECT's SIR in
Bihar, which it wishes to conduct as a rrial

not acted
by Rahul Gandhi?

‘Was it not its guilt that forced the ECI
to vehemently oppose the Supreme
Court's directions to publish details of the
deleted voters from the Bihar SIR in a

run before rolling it out ac

searchabi to allow fadhaaras

The BJF is setting up a cirous w]m!:thc
government chooses its voters. In the
guize of the IR, 65 1akh citizens have been
struck off the rolls, while raising suspici-
sions that names favourable to the ruling
party were conveniently retained or
added. Instead of taking the time and ef-
fort to do a thorough, meticulous and
transparent sanitisation of electoral rolls,
the ECl conducted a purge behind dosed
doors on unrealistic timelines, with the
entire machinery rushing to meet dead-
lines and scrambling for documents. The
SIR, conducted amid floods, is fraught
with errors and counter-productive for
the stated objectives — all pointing to an
effort to cull voters' ights.

This is only the latest example of the
BJF'zagenda of compromising India'selec-
toral process. Throwgh legislation in 2023,
the Modi government overruled a Supreme
Court ruling to now stipulate that the CEC
and ECs would be appointed by the
President on the recommendation of a se-
bection ittee consisting of the PM, a

BY Ram MA DHAV

Reforming the steel frame

Success of India's deep-tech push requires removing bureaucracy’s colonial roots

OM INDEPENDEMCE DAY last week, Prime
Minister Marendra Modi delivered animpor-
tant address from the Red Fort's ramparts.

nphasisona; vision

India will continue to grow in that area.
However, most of this digitization came
fmm low-tech and mid-tech areas of basic

ial media In high-tech ar-

o t.hc past, especially the direction the coun-

try should take in the coming years. P Miodi

ﬁu:usccl alot on areas in frontier t:dum]ogy

and il d ing the country

har (self-reliant} in these areas. Hc talked

ahout semiconductors, mn:]l:arcnm‘gy clean
EV:

eas, India erment:
in the last two decades. with cities like
Bengahun, Hyderabad, Pune, Gurigram, and
others emerging as hubs of such technologies.
‘et several high-tech areas remain heavilyim-

the Red Fort in 2022, P Modi had called on
the people o shed *all traces of the colonial

ahility”. However, not much has happenedin
that direction. Prime Minister Modi's efforts

et Inciclentally, these t

continue o dominate Svernance in our coun-

o en v of experts, too,
ha\rrmmlh]lmm:\i sucoess in cracking the

try Mot that theindividy kinthese
mstitutions — hurl:mms.ndjudlnalmﬁmrs
—areincompetent. Mary of

" Earfier this year ment
furrru:\']a Dr:n:gulan.m Curru'msslmm iden-
tify compliance ob-

tobe outstanding and won Laurels for the na-
tion. But the challenge is with the systems we

energy, critical minerals,
even jet engines, and asked, "Should the jet
engine fior our Made in India fighter jets be
Ours or not?™

The Prime Minister promised citizens that
the country will shed dependencyinthe next
rwu :Ictad.cs He mq)laincd scli—n:'liantr: as
or frupees, [ unds.anddal.lars but" Imlmd
to our capahility”, calling upon countrymen
to "pn:sl:m mamtaln and L‘nharu:\: wr ca-

port-dependent. Mearmvhile, aswerace ahead  inherited from the British colonisers.
immid-tech and high-tech areas, the world has The Wcstminstl:r bureaucracy we
ol on to the next fdecp-tech, Web  adopted dence
410, for instance. PM Modiwantsthecountryin - was created hy co]r.lmal administrators to
focus on areas such as artificial i i e, perpetuate inIndia by every

quantum computing, robaotics, blockchain
technologies, genetics and bisengineering,
aernspace anddefence, spaceand outer space
and crypto and other digital currencies.
Itisatall order 1t's not that India lacks ca-
pability. Global leaders in deep-tech like
MNvidia and IBM have RED facilities in India,
bcncﬁtingfmmtrtomnhy’s talent pool. But

civil servant came from London till the ﬂrst
two decades of the 20th century. To increase
the demand for them, the Public Service
Commission was created in 1926 to train
Indians for bureaucratic positions. But the
Indian Civil Service's design, the “steel
frame”, continued to ensure that Indians re-
mained subservient to an unelected and un-

ligations invarious sectors. Its aimwas toend
regulatory red tape. FM Modi's grand vision
depends on how he tackles these tough bu-
reaucratic and regulatory roadblods.

Two countries that lead the world today,
Chinaand the US, have different bureaucratic
maodels. But one common feature between
themis the supmal:yodth:pulml:al Icadr:r-

Union cabinet minister, and the Leader of
the Opposition inthe Lok Sabha. The CJl was
replaced by a hand-picked Umr.ln mlmslz:r
Thi

proof of voter identity?

Cleanwvoter lists are the firststep towards
building an honest constitutional democ-
racy. When their legitimacy is under suspi-
cion, the people’s trust erodes. Today, two
Forces in India refuse to recognise the ECTs
duty of impartiality: The BJF, and the
Commission itself. Has the ECI taken any
decisionthat could suggest it is acting on its
own accord, treating the BJP in the same
manner asother opposition parties? Sureky,
if s, the BJP would have tried to raise pub-
lic awareness. Its selective targeting of the
ey - genda- tosic
line those who stand betweeen its authori-
tarian tendencies and the Constitution’s
Fiercely democratic character.

The fight to protect the Constitution is
not symbolicItis a Fving struggle o defend
democracy itself. The INDIA bloc is deter-
mined never to allow this destruction. The
battle to reclaim the ECT's sanctity, restore
Fairness in our elections, and defend the
wery idea of India's democracy is afoot —
and will continue until all threats are dedi-
sively dealt with

The writer i= genernl secretary
Al Indi Comgress Committee

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

STEADY PARTNER

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, Three plus
one’{IE. Augwst 22) In ghobal diplomacy,
few relationships havebeen as steady as
India's with Russia. The LIS story has been
one of shifting bargains, uansamml a‘t

DRACONIAN BILL

THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Against
Orpposition, not corruption’ ([E, August
22). The Constitution [130th
Amendment) Bill is flawed on several
counts. It goes against the proposition

the core, irrespective of wh

over the Owval Office. \'\ﬁthﬂuna,thcn:—
ality has been stark: An adversarial un-
dercurrent running for six decades, oc-
casionally punctuated by teflon smiles.
‘With Russia, it has been less about deals
and more about durable trust. The

t presump-
tion ofinnocence wntil they are proved to
be guilty. There is no guarantee that in-
westigative agencies under the Centre's
control won't slapseriows charges on the
ruling party’s political opponents and
keep themin cusmdy till thedr removal
from office. ies cannot

fshared
hlsn:lry odrb:h.inllryﬂamqgh Wars, (Tises,

und.ortrml.lodmc peoplie. It\ml.ldmy

the Oy

ship. i LK fi
the Westminster model, a maJuI debate
erupted a few years agoover the steel frame's
efficacy. Dominique Curmmings, chief advisor
to the then UK Prime Minister Boris Johnson,
led the campaign for bureaucratic reforms.
Ohbjecting to the internal promotion model,

R.Marayanan, Mavi Mumbai

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, Three plus
one’ (IE, August 22) Though India-China
relations seemto have thawed since the
2024 bordm agreement, mutual suspi-

pahility,
Mudlstnchmlugy}:ﬂ.lsmsnmmw HJscf—

rhv: country needs o ad:ln:ssmathlcw -

fortsinthat directs
abde results, with India becoming ago—m na
tion for many developing countries in areas
like fintech. Technology hasbecome the main-

in deep-tech. FM Modi ap-
peared conscious of that imperative, A day
after his Indrpcndcm:c Day address, FM
Madi called f hiis sen-

ace institutional fr k.
Incidentally, 2026 marks the centenary of
this British vintage institution. There cannot
be a better occasion to overhaul the UPSC.
Thr:n: haw: hﬂ.‘ﬂ several attempts at ad-

stay cf most activities for person
in the country. India has become the world's
largest per capita data consumer [ 32 GB),
vertaking China (20GE) and the LISA{22 GB).
With growing digital awareness and educa-
tion, and the increasing number of smart-
phone users and availability of cheap data,

ior cabinet and others to discuss
“next-generation reforms”.
Bext-generation reforms are crucial But
what is more crucial is for the government o
Inak at the pending hasic reforms in three im-
portant sectors — the bureaucracy, regulatory
bodies, and the judiciary. In his address from

O Em n

TheVeerappa
Moily Committee, appointed during the LIPA
government in 2005, was the last. its impor-
tant suggestions |ndu|:||:1nrmducmg"d|mn

T app st
outside competition. Besides fixing acoount-
ahility, he also advocated for greater ministe-
rial controd over the administration.

There can be a debate over the merits of
these suggestions. But for Viksit Bharat to be-
come a reality, an undeniable imperative for
India isto shed its colonial bureaucratic model
and replace it with a more accountable and

appointment of specialists with d

pertise for high-ranking gowvernment posi-
tions" and “establishing a code of ethics for
pubdic officials and amechanism for account-

arrangement.

The writer, president, India Foundmtion, is
with tie BIF. Views are personal

epaperindianexpressicom .. .

CHOMS O mar the bilateral rela-
tionship. But. at a timewhen New Delhi's
ties with Washington are facing turbu-
lence and there is an upswing in India's
tieswith both Russia and China, there are
high chances of the Russia-India-China
lRIC] troika being revived. It has made

butitca ome
a platform to exchange views. India

G David Milton, Mam:lmu:ndf

HIDDEN AGENDA

THIS REFERS T the editorial'Dangerous
Bewrong'([E August 21 The bills, which
have been referred to a select commit-
teeof the Lok Sabha, are unconstitutional
and have been concefved with a hidden
agnnda They are malnly a:rm:d at
rties, partic
\.\hrm the ruling party at the Centre in-
tendstodestabilise the parties in power.
It is inconceivable that a P will be ar-
rested. The bills have been brought todis-

should make full use of RIC dynamics. tract the people from the SIR controversy.
Vaibshav Goyal, Chandigarh Deepak Sethi, fune
—

o N
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BECAUSE T

HE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

ABOUT CREDIBILITY

Inflation targeting regime has worked well. Changes that
undermine RBI's monetary policy framework should be avoided

2016, INDIA shifted to an inflation tangeting regime. The inflation target of 4 per

cent with a band of plusiminus 2 per cent was initially set for a five-year period

ending in 2021 Subsequently, in March 2021, the government retained the indla-

thon target for another five years. With the second review of the framewaork due
warly next year, the REI has now released a discussion paper on the monetary policy
regime. The paper examines how infl, argeting has fared in dnd, the past nine
years, and also rakses several questions over its structure.

On halance, shifting to this framework has “served India well”. Inflation has weraged
A9 per cent after the shift, as compared to an average of 6.8 percent in the period before
that. The framework has provided the Monetary Policy Committee the fexibility to deal
with challenging econamic situations — during lht‘ pandemib wuunr Imume it al-
lowed for greater hed i I The

htage to be. thi
regime has also brought abeoat accountability — Mwmnnallnn stayed above the upper
threshold of & per cent, the RBIwas required to send a report to the government detail-
img why the target was not met and the corrective action that needed to be taken.
Mongside, publication of the minutes of the committee meeting, which are refeased with
a gap of two weelks, has brought about I v i the decisl k 5y
detailing the thinking and rationale for llu':lalslnnsn(muh t.wmnll.m' member. Further,
by puitting in place a six-im lecide on palicy, more voices have been
incorporated in decision-making,

The questions ralsec by the discussion paper centre around whethe r the 4 percent tar-
et isoptimnal, it shoubd be rej: 1y a range, i the toleranee bards should be changed or
dhome may with and wihether headline or core inflation is the best guide for policy. Each of
these has b |im great detail. The paj hat across the world, while 48 coun-
tries harve adepeed this frameworle, with differing tangets and ranges, "ne major country” has
evier shifted awvay. The framewaork has been tweaked onoccasion, however, o reflect chang-
Ing domestic and ghobal coneitions, On the issue of targeting headline vs core inflation, RBI
continues toveer on the side of headline inflation. "Any atternpt to anchaor inflation expec-
tations should st ignere shocks to food and fuel” it says, Globally, too, headline inflation is
Tawonsreed, In dact, the paper notes that “Lgancda is the only country that targets core inflation”,
It takes thome to bl creibility, Any changes that are percetved aseither underminingor di-
Iuting the current | ke, such as ralsing the targetor shif argeting run the
risk of “eroding policy uﬂlll:lhl\? These are best a\ml:lﬂl s the central bank notes, "the

conduct of monetary policy frameworks needs bath p liksiliy”,

THINK I'T THROUGH
SC's revised order on stray dogs opens up space to

calm tempers and work out long-term solutions

FTHE FURORE following the Supreme Court's August 11 order, which directed

that all stray dogs in Delli-NCR be remeoved to shelters, showed a deep polarisa-

tiom of attitudes, then its modification of the order on Friday is an opportunity o

tackle a serious issue in a more thoughtful, sclentific manner, The three-jucge
bench, to which the matter was reassigned after the original order was reserved, strikes
abalance between established animal welfare laws and public safety concems: Among
other directions, the Court has said thatwhile sterilised and vaccinate d dogs are to be re-
leased where they were picked up from, the ones that have rabies or are suspected to
have it.or display aggresshee behaviour, are bo remain in the shelters, The new order opens
upspace for b w0 that a sustainabile and h hution to astub-
bom problem may be found.

‘What this requires, in the first place, s an acknowledgement of, and introspection
ower, the reasons for the failure of the Animal Birth Control { Dog) Rules. Both a paucity of
resources and alack of will on the partof local gavernance have hobbled efforts to man-
age the stray dog population. In its erder on Friday, the Court asked municipal authori-
ties o give a full pieture of the ressurces available, including the number of pounds, vel-
erinarians, dog-catching | land, whicles required for compliance with the
MBC Rulbes, With the Court nen exspancing the scope of the matter o include all states and
Union Territories, these hard numbers can help plug holes and be used to formulate a
more realistic solution, They can help bocal bodies inother parts of the country, especially
those that may not have the kind of resources that Delhi-NCR does, to form aclearer idea
ol the challenges, and developa more targeted approach. Numbsers can also help make a
stronger case for wiy the vast community of those who care for “streeties” must be in-
eluded If there is to be a lasting selution: Thelr helpean be sought, for example, inensur-
ingthat each dog inalocality s kept up-to-clate with vaccinations, including for rables -
something that may be beyond the capacity of resource-poor municipal bodies.

That the e i
nored; like so mary other species, such as pigeons, coows and cats, dogs too have come o
depend onoverdlowing rubbish bins and garbage :Ilurw Tor foad, Tackling the trash prob-
lemcan go a long way 1 Il correct-

stray deeply anaged salid

daticn. |
¥
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WOoRDLY WISE

OGS ARE B
BEINGS BECAUS

THEY KNOW BUT DO NOT

RTTIAN HUMAN

— EMILY INCKINSON

India-US, despite Trump

The recent rough patch in bilateral ties shouldn't dilute
past gains or close doors for future cooperation

SuUJAN CHINOY

LIS PRESIDE! erx»wmmmn swm pol-

Y | Ind L]
ripples across the political, mmunm and
strategic firmament no less than China's ac-
Hions in Galwan in 2020,

Today, Indiais dealing with wncertainty in
relations with both the US and China, It is
ironic that China is now speaking out in sup-
port of India’s strategic AROROMY. I'll:ls:m

hibde, has strucle up 2
weith Trump, nominating him for the Nobel
Peace Prize, and offering deals in crypto cur-
rency and critical mineral assets,

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has ex-
pressed his firm resolve to protect the in-
terests of Indian farmers and others de-
pendent o the dairy and fisheries sectors,
Much is at stake ina vital bilateral partner-
ship. The LS is India’s largest trading part-
ner, Bilateral trade touched $13184 billion
i 2024-2025 with India enjoying a trade
surplus of $41.18 billion. India’s exports o
the LIS account for approximately 20 per
cent of its total. Eighty percent of this is pro-
duced by MSMEs, The whiplash effect could
affect sensitive sectors of the Indian econ-
oy, The ELL with stricter qualicy stancdarcs,
is not an altermative,

Remittances from the Indian diaspora in

the US account Bor 30 per cent of the total of

$135 billion. If work visas for Inclians are tar-

um:l next, remittances wlildmp Hl.ll'ph‘
e

'm per cent uﬂndla s Gl IJI'. any dewnsizing

wnulr.llwul II1==|!I1|ﬂt.aI1I.1n1WIT!.

e et

IS5 hael decreased substantially even I>clu|:~

the 50 per cent tariffs were announced.

Noticeably, there was a 44 per cent drop in F-

1 visas for Inclian students in the first half of

2025 compared to the first half of 2024, 1t
could deprive those witha STEM background
From accessing high-tech education. The LIS
benedits from the §12-17 billion spent by
Inclian students annually,

Defence and security cooperation has
burgeaned in recent years following the con-

US demands fora
Tnlias agriculoure and dairy
sectors will impact the
livelibood of valnerable
sections of the Indian
population, Oil, on the other
hand, is a fungible |\rmlun
Tt should be el wl) easier
for Inelia to redugce
offtake of Russian oil, as
long as the alternatives are
broadly competi
issues, however,
difficult for India to shun
Muoscow altogether, India
will also have w avoid
creating new dependencies,

clusion ol an areay of foundational agree-
ments such as LEMOA, COMCASA and BECA,

The Securityof Supply Agreement | SOSA) has

also been concluded. A finalisation of
Reciprocal Defence Procurement (ROP)
weould elevate ties to the next level, The two
sicles conduct a large number of joint exer-
cives. Military hardware imported from the
LIS boosts India's detence capabilities, partic-
ularly when its military-industrial complex
Is still maturing, US analysts aver that India
has overestimated its global influence and
that Inelia cannot deter China without a tan-
demwith the LIS, One must also carefully ex-
amine the fllout of the recent contretemps
on the renewal of the 10-year Indo-US
Delence Framework Agreement.

Both India and the US have invested con-
siderable political capital in deepening multi-
dimensional engagement, Yet, the points of
Triction are self-apparent.

Inelia's emphasis on multipelarity is clash-
Ing today with Tramg's desire to maintain the
LIs's global pre-eminence. The US needs o
appreciate that for India, multipolarity im-
plies an Aska without domination, The “Make
In Inclia” programme does notcontracict the
MMJ\rwhim onshoring because manufac-

moderation in that grouping.

Earlier this year, the two sides unvelled
fresh inftiathves such as the LS-Inclia COM-
PACT {Catalysing Opportunities for Military
Partnership, Accelerated Commerce and
Technology) for the 215t Century and TRUST
(Transfarming the Relationship Utilising
Strategic Technology ), The challenge i to pre-
serve such collaboration despite Trump's
techne-nationalism and the ruckus ereated
by pmitive tarilfs. There s also the matter of
India's di al and dlat. 9

ersus LS

techdominance.

Trumip Is keen to claim credit for the May
T0India-Fakistan ceasefive, At that time, many
countries wene following the military hostil-
itieswith concern, the LS amang them. Afew
well-wishers may have urged Pakistan toap-
proach India for a ceasefire through estab-
lishved mdlitary chanmels, as required by India,
Thiis b weell appreciated, but it is pot tagta-
maant to mediation, on which India has a
longstanding and principled position. One
may recall that former President Bill Cinton
had pust pressure on Pakistan during the Kargil
War, but that was not mediation,

Where does that leave the Quadrilateral
'murl:y llul:uuotuuul]‘ l‘hm Il.mhcnn

are not Inclia’s firm
commitment 1o "strategic autonomy” rubs
up against US efforts to reset the terms of lis
global engagement.

LIS demands for access to India's agricul-
ture and dairy sectors will impact the lveli-
hood of vulneralile sections of the Inclian pop-
ulatban, O, on the other hand, is a fungible

calls forIndia e
llluﬁsxwlmmmlu:ll:unllhwsul!lLI\In.l
Sea, India has a strong commitment to the
four-wary alliance. The Indlan Navy has re-
cently carried out joint naval exercises with
the Philippines in the South China Sea,

The bilateral kerfuffle has reached "high
naan' propontions but there need not be any

procluct. [tshou lyeasier for India
to redhuce its offtake of Russian oil, as long as
Lhe.lll.mullmlel:m.ulm.mwlllm The

share of Russian cureiment

lowen, Inclia and the LS must engage
at multiple levels o preserve the galns made
s far, A mutually aceeptable trade :Iu]

o pave the way for

has come down from nearly Hﬂp('l‘\‘{'lll to
about 34 per cent, Legacy issues, however,
ke it difficult for India to shun Moscow al-
together India will also have o aveid creating
new dependencies. As for being part ol BRICS,

Itisironic that ademocracy lilke India hasheen
targeted even though it has ahways stood for

ship in the interest nl|!t\|tl‘-1l‘ldil‘\lu'|ly in
the Indo-Pacific.

v ithor, a former ambassodar, is curmently
divector general of the Manehar Parriker
Inestieute for Defenice Stdies and Analyses
Views are personal

BEHINDTHE HEADLINES of layod s, attributed
partly tothe deployment of artificial intelli-
gence (AL there is.a more fundamental ques-
ton: How will India shape the trajectory of Al
I wvanys that its imypact on jobs, productivity,
and econormy is inclusive?

Estimates from the ServiceNow-Pearson
Al Skills Research 2025 report indicate that
agentic Al coukd reshape over 10,55 million jobs
and create 3 million new tech roles in I ncia by
2030, placing the country ahead of Singapore
and Australia in Al translormation. A 2025 110
study highlights that, as new tasks emerge in
M leployment, jobs are lilely toevobse rather
than disappear. This optimism must be tem-
peved with a clear-cyed view of India's struc-
tural ehallenges. The farm sectar, which em-
ploys the most people in India, has limited
exposure oAl Labour-intensive sectors, espe-
clally services, which contributed 55 per cont
WGP and 31 percent o employment inFy24,
could, however, be impacted. Compounding
this is the slow pace of skilling and low adop-
tion of evolving competencies, especially

b
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PLAYING LOCAL

BCCI has reminded top players to participate in the upcoming
Duleep Tmphy That'sagood thing

N JANLIARY, THE Arun Jaitley Stac) 1hi
mestic garme in 12 years, The Iln.ml nﬂ.:nlml for Cricket in In:II.I[IlLI 1) hacl |11.1:Ir|:
m.m:lmm','(ul centrally o appear in domestic matehes when
i cluty, The BCC] dikeat was first issued ,mwmmmm fol-
lcmm.:hci 1 lovasin thee Borcher-Canvaskar Troph indust rhich
off a shocking 0-3 |oss to Mew Zealand at home. 1| samkﬂme u.uulu despite the Shubman
Gll-captained Test tieam giving agood dves by earnl almnl {.mmz Zu'
rhesdrawin England,the BCCI b playintheup P Troply
‘While Gill and Yashasvi Jaiswal will I.llmuul fow North Zone anc West Zone respectively,
the BOCI missive was aimee at Test players who were not part of the Seuth Zomse squad,
includingopener K L Rahul and fast bowder Mohammed Siraj, both heroes of the England
series, BOCI's general manager {cricket operations) Abey Kuruvilla reminded the state
associations, who pick the Dulee p Trophy squads for thedr respective zones, “that it's im-
perative that all currently available India players are sebected for thelr respective zonal

teams”, This is not a case of the BCCT Blindly throwing the rule book at players.
The focws of the men's team will now turn te the T20 Woark Cup to be jointly hosted
By Inddia ancl Sri Lanka early next year and the Asia Cup that is around the corner, also a
T20Hormat tournament, But lest we forget, there are four Test matches that are part of the
‘World Test Champbonship cycle to be played at home : two each against the West Inclies
and South Adrica. Taling lessons from the loss to New Zealand, when the Test team was
ol nl.m:l and batsmen luun:l wnulu.u.\nm apin and pace on home wickets, push-
ing top i o plany lomg: like the Duleep Traphy will help them gain
valuabie red-ball game time. The team carries the momentum from the series in England,

But being out in the middle and playing is better than sitting on laurels oo long,

M N |

el

tructural
gaps invteract with Al adoption in Indiawil de-
termine whether technology exacerhates ex-
Isting employment gaps or helps close them,

Economist and Nobel Laureate Daron
Acemoglu has argued that Al's impact is not
dlestinny but achoice, The central dilemma lies
betwoen twe distinet Al pathways — automa-
tomand augmentation Automation entails us-
Ing Al to replace human warkers, boosting ef-
Ficlersey but risking job losses, Augmentation
Inwohves using Al to complement human ef-
Foet, enhancing productivity while preserving
orexpanding employment, Incia must avoid

ENABLER, NOT DISRUPTOR

India’s policy challenge is to ensure Al supports small businesses, workers

PAYAL MALIK, NIKITA JAIN AND SHAILLY GUPTA

Tnlia’s digital pubilic
imfrastructure model should
be anchored in shared
infrastructure, open
standards, and
imteroperability w make sure
that innovators ave not
loeked out, Public
investment in incubators,

restrict smaller players from participating in

I:nmmllm \kllllnumnlu‘thlmwlu.ln- :IwNmmmrlruln'lmw:hmsu\ululcs
el [ ractive in- will place

n.uthu:Ler.ﬂncI fostering cn:m:lnwuvsmp
through support for inneation,
Thiese shifts areuncleraay in soms ssctors,

“Tata Steed uses Al co-pilots to support engineers

decisions about Al deploy-
ment in the hands of a few fioms, Emplovers,
driven by cost efficiencies, may default o w-
tomation-first approaches, Al infrastructure
prowiders, be they foundational models, stoe-

rather than displacing workers. Infosys has
launched large-scale reskilling efforts. Siermens
Is deploying generative Al to enhance produc-
tivityand worker well-being, These cxamples

age, or comg mnay shape Al's trajectory,

The policy challenge, therefore, s not

merely enabling Al access but also ensuring

that Al ecosystems remain contestable and
ok i Thi

point toa path where Al acts as
{snarthi] and ma:lﬁurwavhuuﬂrm].
Toscale such madels, a focus on lifelong
learning is essential. Digital and Al-related
competencies should be embedded across
schols, iniversities, industrial traldng inatl-

oy uire compet
ml' acoess tocloud and edge computing open
vy bl susterrs and

ing indigenous development of Small
Language Medels, domaln-optimised Al mod-
elm| tl:ln‘LhI\ :e|>mﬂt.'-|ml'nlxamlwnm uilar

tutes, ancl | centres, 5 I
acad et |\||!}«

Alinnovation,
I

r‘ puti su:ﬂu‘

ac
,moclh Ircliar's dligg-

Is eqqually vita ship | ichas
the Atal Innavation Nllssmn Startup Indla,
Future Skills PRIME, Youth for Unnati, and
\-'Ik.lwnl I\M e bescaled up.
idence shows

partic dlarly

accelerators, and me
should not be limited o
sealing a few unicorns but to
building an ecosystem of
sustainable enterprises,
npowered with the
al tools, computing
cess, and tailored skilling,
MEMESs can become
poweriul engines of
employment-rich growth

foeworlaers withlow kil by serving s cotlaby-
orative tools, With Al ||.wr<mrunululllcw-
ancl high i

hiould be ;
tal public infrastructure maodel should be an-
chared in shared infrastructure, open stan-
clands, and interoperability to make sure that
innovatoes are not locked out, Public imest-
et in bncubators, accelerators, and mentor-
shiip should ot be lmited o sealing a few uni-
corns but to building an ecosystem of

on developing the uwulhream s0E I.ll mm-

ustainable enterpelses, When empowered
with the right digital ke -nnqgul.lmx.\'.w,

tonal skills that canmot rephicate,
To realise Al's augmenting potential, India
must ensure markees remain open and com-
petitive. As highlighted in the ICRIER Al
Markets and Competition report, the growing
dorminance of vertically integrated frms isks
replicating  platform-era  distortions,
Infrastric I.wrlmlwlbundillu.nrmlmnrlh-

prelicrencing aryst

skilling o
erful engines of employment-rich growth,

Al may displace some jobs, But with the
right policy cholces, institutional suppost, and
infrastructure, it can become a driver for
inclusive growth.

T writers are ot the ICRIER
Prasus Centre (IPCI0E)
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Punjas PoLs

ELECTIONS IN PUNJAB will be held on
September 25 instead of September 22, the
Election Commission has announceed. 1tk ev-
Idlent that the government has stuck to s de-
clsion to go ahead with the elections desplte
opposition froem the Alalis and other national
parties, The EC had asked the Punjab chied sec-
retary to agsess the situation afresh in the

wiake of the assassination of Akali Dal chief

Harchand Singh Longowal, and also to know
the viewsof other political parties.,

AKALLSPLIT THREAT
WITH THE BODY of the assassinated Akali

epnper.indlanexpre'om .. .

Dal peesickent, Flarchand Sisgh Losgenval, st

partic in the eroweded alshe of the aireraft

warm, awar of succession has broken oat in
the party, threatening a vertical split in the
rank and ke, The war was signalled when a
meeting of Akali circle jathedars "appointed”
Sunit Singh Barnala, loemer minister and a
close lewtenant of Sant Longowal, convener
of the party barely 10 hours after the latter's
e was it

UK PLANE DISASTER

A BRITISH AIRTOURS jetliner packed with va-
cationers burst into flames and crashed at the
enclof the rumsary at Manchester Adrport, killing
'ad of the 137 |u-u|1le:m board, police said,

HE

as people tried to escape down emergency
chutes when the flaming plane stopped.

Trmenu TALKS
THE THIMPHLU PEACE talks between the S
Lankan government and the Tamil groups
have adjourmned with no immediate scope of
resummption, The Indkan high comimissiones, |
N Dixit, announced the adjournment at a
news conference in Colombe, It was India's
assessment thatthe talks hacl to be adjourned
because of the resurgence of violence and be-
cause there was "some gap”~ between the
Tamil delegations’ expectations and what the
government offered,

|



