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Free and fair

ECImust not view calls for ey

as attempts to undermine it

he Election Commission of India (ECD)

seems to have softened its stand about

disclosing absolute numbers of booth-
wise votes cast in elections. Last year, when the
question arose in the midst of the multi-phase
general election, the ECI took the position that it
had no legal mandate to disclose details of Form
17:C, part one, which contains the total number
of electors in each booth and those who had ac-
tually voted, to anyone other than the candidate
or its polling agent, In a recent hearing, it has said
the Chief Election Commissioner, Gyanesh Ku-
mar, who took over recently, is open to meeting

of + and individual

who have a direction to the ECI to upload
scanned, authenticated and legible copies of
Form 17.C on its website, The Supreme Court of
India has asked Trinamool Congress Member of
Parliament Mahua Moitra and representatives of
the Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR) to
give a representation to the ECI and seek a meet-
ing. While it may not mean that the ECI has alrea-
dy agreed to make absolute numbers of voters
universally available, it may result in evolving a
system of disclosure about turnouts, both in
terms of numbers and percentages. In 2024, the
ECI did release some details about turnout
through its voter turnout app, but it also became
a source of endless speculation as the percentag:
es given were seen to be unusually higher than
what was disclosed at the close of polling.

The prevalence of a difference of five to six
percentage points between the tumout declared
on polling day and subsequently revised figures,
based on inputs from all booths, was noted at the
end. This is normally explained as the result of a
delay in collation of data from all booths, includ-
ing those located in far-flung areas. However, the
petitioners before the Court argue that Form 17.C
is collected by available booth agents by hand,
and it would not be a major problem for election
officials to scan and upload it within 48 hours,
The main grouse of political parties and activists
is that the discrepancies, in the absence of the ab-
solute number of votes cast but with only turnout
percentages in hand, would raise suspicions
about the whole process when the final results
are released, The ECI has done well to offer to
meet the petitioners on this question. There can

be no woa | step
to reduce the apprehension about any election
being less than .giprlmmmemmampmm

that every step demanding greater transparency
in the electoral process is aimed at undermining
its integrity or casting the process in a bad light.
‘There ought to be a constant reassessment of ex-
isting procedures and practices to increase tran-
sparency and reduce the time taken to do so.

The challenge of policing digital giants

n November 18, 2024, the Competition |  shyj Venkatesh mandating the pre-installation of its apps on in key markets such as advertising, e-commerce
Commission of India (CCD issued a i Android devices. This penalty was later upheld and smartphone services. While the orders are a
landmark order imposing a fine of . the Fw”::v‘u by NCLAT in 2023, great beginning, a cycle of disputes across
213,14 crore and forcing several o:::;; il thdlcﬂans indicates that lh!y may be stop-gap
behavioural remedies on Meta. This included a 17 years of experience | Global actions measures in regulating the free market in t
five year ban on sharing user data collected on in dispute 11-: Ik poud by me market context,
WhatsApp with other Meta comp such as olution and ined to India and have
Facebook and Instagram, for advertising regulatory law beena g!ob-l negulnory concern, The Majority On India’s laws
purposes. In turn, Meta approached the National Staff Report on ‘Competition in Digital Markets’ India's competition law, namely, the Competition
Company Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) in an (by the U.S. Subcommittee on Antitrust, Act, 2002, currently lacks explicit provisions to
appeal against CCI's order, The NCLAT, on Priya Dhankhar Commercial and Administrative Law of the address data-centric monopolies. While
January 23, 2025, granted a stay on the five-year is 8 Senior Associate Committee on the Judiciary) hi d the ks focus on price-based
hun&mnaurhuuwdnmdthepemllr at SKV Law Offices urgent need to reform antitrust laws to address dominance, digital markets often witness
subject to Meta depositing 50% of the and has over eight the unprecedented market power of tech dominance arising from data aggregation, To
penalty. years of experience in Meta faces antitrust litigation in the U.S. over its nddus this gap, nmendmems to the Act should
The CCI's order found that the privacy policy dispute resok of and WhatsApp, accused “data asap
update introduced by Meta's subsidiary, of creating barriers to entry for for ing market domi by g key
, in 2021 was an abuse of dominant ‘Harsh Vardhan while Google has been sued for mmapu!islic concepts such as “market and “dominant
position in the “OverThe-Top (OTT) messaging practices. In 2024, the US District Court for the position” to reflect the realities of data-driven
services for smartphones” and “Online Display is an Associate at SKV District of Columbia found Google in violation of dymmiu The Act should also incorporate ﬁubal
" markets in India. This update Law Offices and the Shy Act due to exch in for addressing the
required users to mandatorily consent to warks with the search and advertising markets. as mandnin( interoperability and dnudmrhm
expanded data-sharing, allowing Meta to provide | Ospute Resolution Australia has also taken steps to address the or of d services.
access to such data to all of its other platforms; bas g Sick dominance of digital platforms, In Europe, the These measures could serve as effective solutions
forcing users to accept a data-sharing agreement Facebook-Germany case stands out, where the for entrenched monopolies and help level the
on a “take-it- or leave-it” huis. combined with the Bundeskartellamt (Federal Cartel Office) found playing field for smaller competitors while
data provides in Meta had abused its dominant position by i incentiy
online digital dhpllyadvuﬂm‘,cmummm combining user data from various sources The Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023
abuse of dominant position, The updated policy without explicit consent, violating both European ptwlda an uwurmmty to eomplemml
was viewed as a strategy to strengthen the market Union (EU) competition law and the General Data law by
power ofwhaMPp Poimd-lly harming Protection Regulation (GDPR), This decision t, and usage. Hawwer the nbm\ce of
accentuates how data misuse can erode pl the
platl’onm from competing on equnl terms, consumer privacy and hinder competition by cer lnd the Data l’mlectinn Board of India limits
creating entry barriers. the eff
The era of data In addition, Meta is under scrutiny in the EU mmll\dhunﬂddmlmplndmmdle
In the 215t century, the economy has become for its ad-supported subscription service, while EU's integration of competition law with the
digital and data is the new oil, but unlike oil, the Google has already been fined over €8 billion Digital Markets Act (DMA) and GDPR to create
udlllynfdnxhvmmﬂyﬁmlﬂmllcmbe mthnemmmtkrunaus,mdudhl Irnnewmhthumkdmmmlnnmd
d, and reused i In those ices in
digital markets, data plays a foundational role in lhemxﬁleopaﬂhpymmmduppmnkm Addressing these challenges is crucial for India
crukhpndmmﬂm dominance due o its The parallels between the regulatory actions to fully harness the potential of its digital
unique istics and the i mirmMemnndGnodamphniﬂ lhe transformation, ensuring inclusive growth and
advantages it provides. Data is both the source importance of add ble access to digital resources across the
and the enabler of dominance in digital markets. vertical integration, mdambmmpeduve nation. The Economic Survey 202425, recently
Platforms such as Meta leverage vast data pools through a h tabled in Parliament, underlines India’s rapid
collected from billions of users to refine Together, these lwmochu lllu!lme lhe digital transformation, and emphasises the
algorithms, offer hyper-targeted advertising, and d 2 y critical role of artificial lnlellhnu (AD) in shaping
create personalised experiences, thereby locking to effectively tackle the polisti of lhemdxm'hecmmklmdsupe
consumers into their ecosystems. This global tech giants. the imp for
dominance is further amplified by data-driven Google and Meta are not even the first tech India to adapt its regulatory frameworks,
network effects, where more users generate more giants to face policing for dominating markets in including competition hw As the dwml
data, enhancing the platform's value and , the U.S. In the past, a ruling in an antitrust lawsuit
deterring competitors. There are required AT&T to divest 22 rks must not unly catch up but uko
Meta is not the only tech giant to face scrutiny lessons from dismantling its monopoly. Slmilnrly ‘anti-trust anticipate emerging challenges posed by rapidly
from the CCI, In 2022, Google was fined ¥1,337.76 the Meta case, proceedings against Microsoft resulted in h i hnol the
crore for abusing its dominant position across which highligh 1g AP1 access for third-party influence of tech giants,
several markets, including licensable operating the need for a developers and greater flexibility for PC While the Meta case serves as a pivotal
systems for smart mobile devices, "a‘gg stores for N manufacturers, moment in India’s efforts to regulate digital
Android devices, non-0S specific mobile web more The CCI orders against Google and Meta markets and address the complexities of
browsers, online video hosting platforms, and forward-looking | represent just a small chapter in the broader, data-driven monopolies, it also highlights the
general web search services in India. Google was approach o well-documented concerns about the need for a more comprehensive and
found to have abused its dominant position by & I law overwhel ! of “tech | forward-ooking approach to competition law.

The assault on multilateralism and international law

Conﬂmofm he mantra of ‘America First’ is shaping Second, a February 6 Executive Order imposed | Settlement, and a looming threat of U.S.
U S President Donald Trump's sanctions on the International Criminal Court withdrawal,
. X ) marking a (Ico), lncnedh’!‘heHmu which serves as the
The IPL is setting new standards in turning point for multilateralism and first p Is for Action and reaction
cricket’s shortest format international law. Since the beginning of his crimes such as pmxn"le crimes against Overall, the growing anti-internationalist
second term, a series of measures have signalled humanity, and war crimes. Following the Second | sentiment in the U.S. and the unilateral actions
ndian cricket’s summer le is entering the U.Ss withdrawal from the very multilateral Varsha Singh World War, the U.S. was instrumental in taken by the Trump administration are bound to
its eighteenth season. The Indian Premier institutions and agreements it once helped I8 Assistant Profeasor enlblLd!ing the Nuremberg Tribunal to hold political and
League (IPL), which debuted on a warm establish. These include calls for withdrawal from | at the National Law for such The among states, This, in turn, would
zoosnlu vuiﬁ'lhu. ' global msm}i‘m . ohr!:nulolm:‘-:::nvch Mdun:?uu Clima — ::hat H. Jackson, o umzNuu:w hat "ulileh ﬁmn:! d::mm dr-:l acil global
5 o & jugger- n, t AT te ajasthan 8 , famaon that ™ utions that govern al itate
naut with immense comme: m sheer Agreement and sanctions against t willingness to submit enemies to the rule of law cooperation. These institutions, founded on the
volume and pace of matches may render indivi- International Criminal Court (1CC) and its marked a triumph of reason over power"”. principle of shared sovereignty, play a crucial role
dual moments fleeting, yet the tournament has officials. The most recent addition in this series is The legacy of Nuremberg is echoed in the in creating and interpreting international law
deep roots and an ardent fan base. When defend- the introduction of the Disengaging Entirely from mission of the 10C, notwithstanding the fact that while maintaining a rules-based international
ing champions Kolkata Knight Riders face Royal the United Nations Debacle (DEFUND) Act the U.S, is not a member of the ICC and has not uder Withdrawal from, nnd restricting the
Challengers Bengaluru at the Eden Gardens on Republican Senator Mike Lee from Utah, which ratified the Rome Statute. The executive order of and
night, the commentary box will inevita- would allow the U.S. to withdraw from the United accuses the 10C of ing in it and would have sij
bly amplify the hype. Over the next two months, Nations, The new American approach has serious baseless actions targeting America” and its close Iunhepvmhuimmofnmlime,mchu
culminating on May 25, 10 teams will criss-cross consequences for an international order based on ally, Israel. Such accusations undermine the climate change, environmental degradation,
India, battling for T20 supremacy. While similar multilateral cooperation and respect for court’s purpose and function to ensure public health, respect and accountability for
leagues amm .:‘1 Mmlrxnr:nd ewm :hr:. theﬁu:ld. international law. dlnd prevent npu S:r gmwthm rights, and economic stability and
remains the gold sta . Beyond the on-fiel perpetrators of grave crimes violating human N
drama, the IPL continues to be a game-changer, Back to p 1 and ic isolationis rights. Furthermore, the U.S. risks facing retaliation
with other cricketing nations struggling to retain ﬂm.dupmpnudna’ Act poses a threat to from other states and may find that initiatives
their stars as freelance players increasingly prior- the legitimacy of the UN, which, despite its Trade troubles such as MAGA, or ‘Make America Great Again’,
itise IPL contracts, While the league runs on high shortcomings, remains one of the most Third, the iy d lismin | cannot lhrive without the * support of multilateral
stakes and intense performances, the Indian go- les of i ﬂ\eﬁumpldxmwmmhnledwlhe ¥ from the
vernment's recent f:m to ban alcohol lmi to- mnpernd':n in the post-Second World War era. implementation of aggressive tariffs in the name tional is I, as mutual
bacco I m PL Should the DEFUND Act pass, it could sever the of American safety and national security. A enrichment among nations can anly be achieved
for gt gisa ‘welcome decision, U.S.s relationship with the UN by repealing The US.s historical parallel can be drawn to the era of the through cooperation rather than coercion, On the
Given the tournament’s massive youth following, critical legislation such as the United Nations unilateral 1930s when trade protectionism, triggered by the | positive side, this scenario offers non-western
such restrictions are both necessary and Participation Act of 1945 a::i the ql::d Nlnﬂth:. aetlons are'a fnmomlﬂawley Tariff Act Hll!:‘aby Ihe’IU.S.. l::d nations such as lndh, the chance to assume
ponsible. Headquarters Agreement of 1947, would ire economic consequences and saw the worl leadership roles.
Once, the Ranji Trophy was the primary gate- Iﬂ financial contributions to the UN and prohibit ::":I“““ :(l“lm ; spiralling into the chaos of the Second World War. India hn consistently emphasised the
way to India's national team; today, the IPL serves inUN7 could Invite It was this recognition of the economic and i of and
as an escalator, fasttracking talent into the inter- Addidumlly it would revoke the functional global puudcal vulnerabilities of countries due to international law. Aptly, during the G20 Fareu;n
national arena. From R, Ashwin in the early years immunity of UN officials from other | but that led to the adoption ofa Ministers’ Meeﬁm(l-‘e ry 2025), in
to Hardik Pandya now, the league has been working in the U.S., making it difficult for the UN this Is also a rules-based multilateral trading order in the form | Johanneshurg, External Mhlu Minister S.
launch pad for future stars. The k flectively carry out i fi such m of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade ishank 1 the need for an incl
perience of sharing a dressing room with glnbul as peacekeeping and the protection of human ::‘:r":s':;n (GATT) of 1947, which later evolved into the and to
dimini , as young | These possibl asures against the Ul : Trade ion (WT0). ing inf tional | d
::wm:'r:ve at dhl::e:i;:m lewl"ffl;; ;ﬂvms mm an attack :\T:ukiht:n | poli Ik:l N nations to W!:"‘o?hy. lhtow?t'!‘li::b: fldna:m existential mmmmmmm. this Ig :enna
Longevity, too, is a of the tournament — cooperation, which is the bedrock of a take up crisis due ta the U.S. blockade on appointments s an opportune moment to reform the UNSC, as
stalwarts including M.S. Dhoni, Virat Kohli, and rules-based international order. leadership roles to the Appellate Body of the WTO Dispute India has been consistently demanding.
Rohit Sharma have been part of the IPL since its
inception. At 43, Dhoni may be playing his final
s for sl Super Kigs, Gt i i LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
irement predictions often go awry. Whil chit-
ting batters dominate headlines, enigmatic spin- Back on earth surprise to see visuals of nine months in space, which in the case of Ms. and Mr. Wilmore eleventh-hour support by a
ners and lethal pacers command attention too, The safe return of Sunita dolphins circling the Dragon | needs acknowtedgement. it | Williams and Mr. Wilmore is | experienced cannot be relatively new upstart
More than just watc Jasprit Bumrah in Mum- Williams, Barry Wilmore and | capsule during recovery is also about the 1o the power of 100. We do imagined. The mission has company, to come to the
bai Indians’ colours, fans will be eager to see the two other space crew procedures from the ocean indomitable human spirit not need any other example | also exposed the dangers rescue of an old aerospace
when the injured speedster can make a full- from space underlines the — NASA's live broadcast that thrives against all odds. | to demonstrate the that space missions face giant, adds another
fledged return, The same scrutiny will follow Pat link between human resolve | highlighted the scene as a R. Sivakumar, significance of endurance and the importance of dimension to this saga.
Cummins and other key players, as the IPL not on- and international symbolic and Chennai and patience. contingencies and planning, [ AR
ly sets the tone for the cricketing calendar but also collaboration. Ms. Williams heart-warming moment. S. Ramakrishnasayee, stringent testing Chennal
ides crucial insights into the form and fitness in particular has inspired The extraordinary courage Nine months of stay in Chennai procedures, and the high Letters emailed to

provides
of the game's biggest names when the time comes
for performance on the international stage,
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millions to reach for the
stars, It was a pleasant

of Ms. Williams and Mr.
Wilmare, spending over

space only points to the
power of endurance —

The ordeal that Ms. Williams

relevance of safety
standards, The
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Should immigrants have the same right to protest as citizens?
N In Mr. Khalil's case, the legitimacy of the
l PARLEY J QQ government's actions depends on the evidence
it has and whether it can demonstrate genuine
anjand Srinivasan, an Indian doctoral The US. has long been percelved as a nation wrongdoing. If be is merely expressing a
student at Columbia University, left that upholds the rule of law and champlons viewpoint aligned with a particular group, that
Hapgyman ::::_ :‘_:"‘l""‘lx;’(‘:}:"_r f:”u;c::'t‘:j"h‘y‘ the freedom of speech and expression. If it remains constitutionally protected speech.
lacob the U.S. State Department. Her departure hm"!\ W -ll’"'“:\"‘ll laws to target Individuals Can this provision be weaponised against
Professor st followed a raid on her campus residence by It disfavours, it risks legitimising similar those the administration with?
Jawshertel and Customs E agents, actions by governments worldwide,
Nehru who have accused her of being a “pro-Hamas PRARHASH RANJAN HJ: As Prabhash pointed out, this provision
University and sympathiser”. Earlier, on March 8, immigration grants the government significant authority,
founder authorities arrested Mahmoud Khalil, a with no clear definition of what constitutes
director Palestinfan student activist and green card India, to study in the US, Only a small fraction “adverse foreign policy consequences” for the
:” ':l' Cl""""" holder, for allegedly violating his terms of of Indian nugcnn are likely to engage in such U.S. Its vague kanguage allows almost anything to
::d D':,:::, residency by wmxmlnu a LS. dnd'mmed Protesters march near Arizona State University against the ICE's detention of protests, making it an unlikely deterrent, fall within its scope, making it highly susceptible
Research terrorist or Should igr have student activist Mahmoud Khalll, neutens However, a more pressing concern is whether to misuse, That said, most countries maintain
the same right o pmll'ul as citizens? Prabhash n'ductlum ln university huldlnu mukl such a\wanu laws, u\tmuihly n-urrved for
Ranjan and Happymon Jacob discuss the rmtms ly ds on an individual's | talent from | cire
question in a conversation moderated by legal status whx'lhcr they are a naturalborn enrolling in American institutions. If that chooses to exploit them, judidul intervention
Aaratrika Bhaumik, Edited excerpts: citizen, & permanent resident, or an happens, it coukd pose a serious challenge for a remains the only real safeguard. Moreover, the
undocumented immigrant. The sockal contract nation that reles on immigration-driven invocation of such rarely used provisions is
Do immigrants have the same right to protest that binds a government to its citizens does not Innovation and expertise. inherently political ~ how the executive frames
as citizens under international human rights necessarily extend to non-citizens in the same an issue dictates the response. Protests
Prabhash law? way, further entangling the legal and political US. immigration judges operate within the perceived as part of routine political discourse
Ranjan framework governing these rights, Department of Justice, where the Attorney will elicie a different reaction than those framed
Professor at Prabhash Ranjan: Article 19 of the General has the authority to remove them. as law-and-order threats or national security
Jindal Global International Covenant on Civil and Political Does the crackdown on protesting foreign Could the risks. Parsing the nuances of such provisions has
Law Sehaol Rights (ICCPR) enshrines freedom of expression students in the U.S, violate First Amendment | fairness of deportation pm«edlnm

as a fundamental human right, extending o
both citizens and immigrants. Article 192)
specifically guarantees the right to seek, receive,
and disseminate information across borders
through various media. However, Article 19(3)
qualifies this right by imposing special duties
and permitting states to impose restrictions
when necessary to safeguard national security
or public order. Additionally, other provisions of
the 10CPR explicitly prohibit war propaganda
and the advocacy of national, racial, or religious
hatred that incites violence.,

While international law affords immigrants
the same right to protest as citizens, the extent
of this right depends on the host country’s
domestic legal framework, Some states enforce
stricter regulations, whereas liberal democracies
may adopt a more permissive stance.

To what extent do fonlqn policy and
immigrants’ right to peaceful protest?

Jacob: The applic of
international human rights law is deeply
influenced by domestic politics, The critical
question is what happens when international
legal norms and expectations collide with
national political realities, For instance, in the
U.S., a long-standing tradition of free speech has
created a global expectation that Americans will
consistently uphold this right. However,
instances where American actions diverge from
these expectations expose a disconnect between
historical tradition and contemporary reality.
‘This phenomenon is not unique to the US,
across Africa, Ask, and parts of Europe,
non-citizens often do not enjoy the same degree
of free speech as citizens, Moreover, the ability
to exercise free speech or participate in peaceful

rights?
PR: The Immigration and Nationality Act, 1952

authorises the denial of entry and deportation of

non-citizens who endorse or support terrorist
activities or organisations. President Trump’s
executive order, issued in January directing
federal agencies to combat antisemitism on
campuses, Is rooted in this law. Thus, its
issuance does not exceed constitutional

PR: Yes, executive control over immigration
Judges is deeply problematic. Law and politics
are not as divorced as we might wish to believe.,
While judges are ideally expected to operate in
depoliticised courtrooms, the reality is that legal
Interpretations often unfold within a broader
[::lnvul context. That sald, my confidence lies

in Individual immigration judges and more
in llu- U.S \k{uvzlkinl system s a whole. At the

authaority. However, the critical question is
whether the order itself Is constitutional,

US. law extends First Amendment
protections to non-citizens, regardiess of their
immigration status, particularly in matters
concerning criminal penalties and law
enforcement investigations, However, it remaing
uncertain whether non-citizens enjoy the same
level of First Amendment protection as citizens
when facing deportation proceedings. This is
where Happymon's argument becomes
relevant-each case must be evaluated based on
the individual’s legal status. For instance, a
green card holder would have stronger legal
protections than someone on a student visa,
Historically, during the Cold War, legal aliens in
the U.S. were deported for their affiliation with
the Communist Party. While the U.S. legal
system has since become more robust, past
prv«-dmh highlight the enduring legal

1 review and judicial
urmuny of executive actions can help ensure
fairer However, for immi

caught in this system, the process itself can feel
like a punishment - perhaps by design,

The Trump administration has reportedly
Invoked Section 212(a)(3)(C) of the 1952 Act to
Justify the arrest of Mr. Khalil, It empowers
the Secretary of State to deport a fon-lgn
national if their “presence or activities in the

limited utility, as these liws inhrrcnlky permit
extreme in Y

However, what qualifies as an “extreme case” is
a matter of political interpretation,

Will such incidents erode U.S, soft power and
weaken its stature in the global order?

HJ: If the ULS. continues on this path, it risks
losing the moral authority to advise other
nations on thelr domestic affairs, American soft
power will decline, along with its international
standing. Such actions could also contribute to
the erosion of democratic and liberal values
worldwide, Additionally, they will weaken the
USs ability to bulld coalitions based on shared
democratic values,

PR: The US. has long been percelved - rightly
or wrongly - as a nation that upholds the rule of
law and champions the freedom of speech and

United States would have potentially serious
adverse forelgn policy consequences”, Is this
Al thie toa romene-vilairy

Shall i

exp s ¢ )
crucal role in fostering a global cu'lure of liberal
values and open discourse, However, if the U.S,
beging ising kaws to target individuals it

on gr of

PR: Yes, it does, The application of a rarely
Invoked statute to a Palestinian political activist
ralses serious due process concerns, potentially
amounting to arbitrary enforcement. In Holder

P i such dep

The Trump administration has revoked

v Hi fan Law Project (2010), the US,
Supreme Court held that independent advocacy
or mere nu-mlmulllp m a

d terrorist is

nearly $400 million in grants for Columbi
University. Do you think this could deter
foreign students from studying in the U.S.?

HJ: | don't believe measures such as these will
significantly influence the decisions of
international students, including those from

pmtmcd speech under the First Amendment,
Criminal Hability arises only from providing
material support, not from association alone,
Thus, for the U.S, government to justify
prosecution under this statute, it must present
substantial evidence of actual criminal conduct,

Join FREE Whatsapp Channel hitps://whatsapp.com/channel/0029Van2VRb6RGIOK H6oBIOF

it risks | similar actions by
governments worldwide. This would contribute
to a more repressive global environment, where
political expression becomes increasingly

precarious, That said, §still have faith in the US.
legal system ~ it remains robust. Whether a
single administration can upend it entirely
remains to be seen. The unfolding deportation
proceedings will be telling.
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The art of translating editorials

the ne
been an enrichis

Translatir

s editorials into the Hindi lar

* has
experience

Jitendra Kumar

n July 2022, when Amit Baruah, a se-
l nlor journalist from The Hindu, rang

me, [ was driving and could not take
his call. He then sent me a message that
read: 'Something important. Call me
back’, A few minutes later, | spoke to him,
he told me that the newspaper wanted its
editoriuls translated into the Hindi lan-
guage and that he had been tasked with
finding a good translator. *Would you like
to do this? You will have to begin from Aw
Rust 1," Mr. Baruah said.

My journey from being i journalist to a
translator had begun with a stroke of luck
more than two decades ago. It was 2001,
and I was working as a political reporter,
The editor of Frontline, N. Ram, had in
terviewed Arundhati Roy, and their con
versation had been published under the
headline, 'Scimitars in the Sun: Arundha
ti Roy on writer's place in politics’. My ed
itor wanted to publish that interview in
Hindi, | contacted Ms. Roy. She agreed to
a translation, but was worrled that words
would be lost or misinterpreted in the
process. She insisted on seeing the inter:
view before it went to print. When |
shared it with her, she told me that she
was happy. Over the years, | have tran-
slated the writings of thinkers such as
Arundhati Roy, Nandini Sundar, Ashu
tosh Varshney, and Surinder Jodhka,

You would imagine then that 1 would
agree immediately to Mr. Baruah's re
quest, But | was apprehensive: | was only
used to transhating social and political
writings. As a voracious reader of The
Hindu, | knew that editorials are written
on a range of subjects and | was some-
what terrified of this editorial diversity.
The next day, 1 shared my apprehensions
with Mr. Baruah. He assured me that it
would be fine: 1 could share my first draft
with him and he would send it back with

corrections, if needed. 1 finally agreed,

1 began translating the editorials using
simple Hindi words and Hindustani
idioms. Initially, | would send the tran-
slated editorial to Mr, Baruah and he
would return it to me with some changes.
1 would then send the copy to the desk.
Four-five months later, he asked me to
send the copy directly to the desk - a
clear signal that he had become confi-
dent of my skills,

While I did this religiously every day, |
had no idea who was reading these tran-
slations, One day, | happened to overhear
five civil service aspirants talking in a
train. They seemed to be on their way
back home from a coaching institute. Ear-
lier, they said, editorials of several En-
wish language newspapers would be
translated into the Hindi and handed out
to them at the beginning of class. But
now, they were being given photocopies
much later, sometimes only at noon, be-
cause translated editorials were anyway
uploaded on the newspaper’s website by
then. A young woman in the group said
that this was useful and the translations
were good, | smiled to myself.

But I also realised that one cannot
please everyone, Days later, someone ob-
jected to the use of Urdu words in the
translated editorials and said Hindi could
not be “saved” if this kept happening. |
angued that the English we speak today
contains several words of French origin.

Transkating the editorials of The Hindu
has enriched my own language skills,
Now | can translate almost any text, ex-
cept perhaps medical jargon, | may not
have produced great original writing in
Hindi, but 1 am happy to know that good
writing in English is now reaching a wil-
er audience in another tongue. After all,
making factually accurate information
and balanced views available to the pu-
biic is the duty of a responsible citizen,

PICTURE OF THE WEEK
Rising from the ashes

A Join FREE Telegram Channel https://t.me/+ Bu7senHpQdhlODgl
festival at

This Theyyam perf atthe Kal

s B .

who was rebom from his ashes. According to the legend, Kandanar Kelan, an archer-farmer, was burning
vegetation to prepare land for farming when he got engulfed in flames. To escape, he tried to clamber up a tree
and was bitten by two snakes. Anather theyyam, Visyanattu Kubivan, resurrected him. THULASI RAKAT
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FIFTY YEARS AGO MARCH 21, 1975

Rousing reception to
Indian team

Madras, March 21: The high and low of Madras
rubbed shoulders with one another in
acclaiming the achievement of Ajitpal and his
men in winning the World Cup at Kuala Lumpur
last Saturday. India's hockey heroes were taken
in a procession from Anna Statue in Anna Sakai
(Mount Road) to Hotel Woodlands, where a
reception was held for them lust evening,

Crowds lined up the entire route in
thousands, which truly reflected the pride and
Joy felt in the whole country at Indian hockey
taking its place as the leader of the world after a
big break. There was all the paraphernalia of a
royal welcome, with the Commissioner of
Police, Mr. K.R. Shenai himself greeting and
garlanding the players to signal the start of the
procession, The motorcade passed through the
roads escorted by the Mounted Police and with
the Police band in attendance right through.

Welcome arches hailing the victory had been
put up at a few points and at various places, the
crowds sent the lusty cheers which rent the air.
It was all reminiscent of the victory parade
which was held here when Dalbir Singh (now
the Manager of the team) and his men passed
through Madras after winning the Olympic title
at Melbourne in 1956,

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO MARCH 21, 1925
Burma Council

Rangoon, March 20: When the Council resumed
to-day, Mr. H.C. Khee, whip of the Nationalist
party, moved a motion for reduction of Rs,
1,000 under excise. In the course of the speech,
the mover referred to the Salt industry of Burma
and sald that it was one of the oldest in Burma
and during the war, supplied practically half of
Burma, Now, however, it was nearing extinction,
He said the fault was not of the local
Government but of the Central Government,
whase policy is to get the maximum of revenue
Irrespective of the source for sustaining local
industry.

-+
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NDHRA Pradesh has long
at the forefront of
economic and technological
transformation, and once again,
Its political landscape is witnessing
an ambitious vision— P4 Zero
Poverty—championed by Chief
Minister N Chandrababu Naidu
The P4 modd, which stands
for People, Public, Private, and
Pmncnhlp. alms to eradicate

traditional welfare programs
that rely soldly on government
intervention, the P4 model
integrates four key stakeholders:

AP CM'S TRANSFORMATIVE POVERTY
ALLEVIATION MODEL PROMISING

development. A strong emphasis
can

the effickency and accountabiliny of
welfare schemes, ensuring benefits
reach the intended recipients
without leakages.

Sustainable Infrastructure and
Rural Development encouraging
corporate social responsibility
(CSR) projects in rural arcas can
Jead lob better healthcare, education,
and

on public-private
lead to the establishment of skill
development centers, industrial

reducing
regional disparities lndtvehpmml.
While the mocrpl of P4 Zero

will require localized policy
adjustments.

Political and burcaucratic will:
Consistent policy support across
different governments ks crucial for
long-term success,

But if successfully executed,

P4 Zero Poverty could serve asa
blueprint for other Indian states

and even developing nations. Given
Naidu’s track record of transforming
Hyderabad into a tech hub, his

poverty by leveraging collectiv
dlnmmmmnlﬂrnam

Ifimplemented effectively, this

governance and development not
just in Andhra Pradesh but across
ndia.

A Multi-Stakeholder Approach
to Poverty Eradication unlike

concept has the potential 1o redefine

People: Direct participation of hubs, and entreprencurship any is pvummn., Its acooss ability to leverage technology and
citizens, ensuring community- prograns, ensuring that the veral for economic progress
driven initiatives; Public Sector: workforce is equipped for emerging dmllrnrx Coordination among iswell recognized. However,
Government policies and resources  economic opp the key will be implementation,
to facilitate implementation; Private Financial Indusion And Digital Ensuring k perati i ¥ and sustained
Sector: Corporate investments, Empowerment: Nakdu has always een the g it With India striving
Immmm. and job creation; been a strong proponent of private sector, and civil soclety 10 become a $5 trilli
ips: Collab with hnology-driven go by can be complex. mndchthI:memymH

NGOs, | grating digital financial services, (Anpurlt participation play a pivotal role in ensuring that
and academic institutions. microloans, and fintech solutions, incentives: Private players may economi: growth transkates into

By aligning these forces, P secks  the model can ensure hﬂlﬂ hesitate 1o engage in projects social progress. Whether Naidu's
to create a self-sustaining ccosystem  financial access for d with low diate returns, vision materializes into a tangible
where economic growth directly communllm. Smart Governance m«nuun; strategic incentives, transformation remains to be seen,
transkates into poverty reduction, a data-driven y across urban and rural but it certainly sparks an

The potential benefits of P4 Zero
Poverty are job creation and skill

gummncc framework, leveraging
Al and blockchain, can enhance

areas: Adapting the model to
different socio-economic conditions

() LETTERS

Sunita’s indomitable spirit wows all

QUNITA Wilkams focus and detrminaion during her
ded mission are remarkable. Her high-
Hights the challenges of space travel and the vital role of stro-

NASA future Jong-duration space missions, Her
return has celebrations workdwide, espectally in In-
dia, where she is seen as an inspiration to aspiring astronauts

and scientists. The mission underscores the unpredictability
of space travel and the need for continuous advancements
in technology and contingency planning. Sunita Williams
mhnmklnnﬂpﬂulhp«mnmmdd«i

even the most
Dr Krishna Kumar \bpdmmm Mydrnbd

-

§ an astronaut, engincer, and role model for aspir-
ln‘ u worldwide, Sunita Williams” journey is

dialogue on the future olp«:v"y
alleviation strategies in India.

When

Vanast Jwara Naxasimia Rao

n March 15 2025,

Telangana Chief Minister

A Revanth Reddy delivered
an impactful, strategi, and well-
articulated two-and-a- half- hour
reply during the Motion of Thanks
10 Governoe fishau Dev Varmal
address in the State Legislative
Assembly. Covering a wide range
of socletal Issues, especially media
accountability, alongside the state’s
financial heakth be calculatedly made
observations and critiques on the
role of digital media, its disconnect
with accepted noms, and Iht use d

cure is worse

If politicians cannot hold themselves to a higher standard,
why expect restraint from YouTube or Social Media Journalism.
The precise threatening words used by CM Revanth Reddy

on the floor of the Assembly, perhaps directed only at those
abusing him, came as a shock even to those who strongly
opposed the video content. Former Vice President of India

M Venkalah Naidu once sald that ‘Decency, Dignity and
Decorum’ are the three Ingredients of democracy, upheld
through 'Debate, Discuss and Declde.’ Few political leaders
mhmmwumummlmmumm

aYouTube ideo, however

outrage beyond legal process

will be treasted as a criminall the
™ auumr\l Ilt also proposed

h moral

and  selfdiscipline  deserves
deration. No fe et

than disease

s

£

The two YouTube journalists

foas it bal dahte and neidk

derogatory language, he
the evolving rhalm.n in the
unethical info

egisl in the
Assembly o pnnhh dightal media

ecosystem and need for regulatory
clarity.

The context was the conduct of two
women YouTube journalists, referring
1o them sarcastically, quoting subtly
but pointedly the specific incident
using indecent language against him,
He disclosed that the two journalists
were arrested for allegedly posting
defamatory  content  abusing  in
personal  and  offensive  manner,
The Chief Minister unequivocally
condemned such behavior, stating
that while criticism of public figures
is acceptable in democracy, personal
attacks, and abusive linguage amount
to crossing cthical boundaries. He
sternly warned YouTubers and digital
media channds that the government
would adopt zero-tokerance  policy
against those uploading  abusive
content or using derogatory language
against the government. "Whatever |
do, T will do within the ambit of the
law! he asserted,

The CM  pointed out that
proliferation of socid media and
YouTube-based channds, the lines
between  genuine  journalism  and
personal propaganda have Burred,
ral the fundamental question
olu:ﬁo qualifics as a journalist,
He suggested that the Assembly,
regulatory bodies, and  joumalist
unions initiate a discussion 1o define
journalism and compile a list of
mainstream  journalists. ’Anyme
not considered o journalist and

lists, especially those running
YouTube channels, for posting abusive
content. Meanwhile, the two women
journalists were granted bail by a local
court on Mrach 17,

The CM, however, favored press
freedom, parallelly arguing for
cthical and respectfl journalistic
conduct. As against this, BRS working
president KTR preferred to describe
it as an attack on press freedom. Both
are debatable. 1t requires state level
and nationwide debate on freedom
or limits to media. it needs to porder
on mooting an independent ¢ivil
sockety and professional group to
monitor it. Indian press played crucial
role in sustaining democracy, before
undergoing dramatic and traumatic
changes, often crossing limits due to
provocations and temptations. why
this change?

Mostd

L4 ¥ -
with duties and obligations. The
question is, who should regulate and
implement this? who should bell the
cat? Should it be working journalists,

doubtedly crossed a line, and legal
action would have been justified. But
Revanth Reddy s sharp rebuke crossed
the room, the floor, and possibly the
entire building,

In  the  batk  between
and state

B &
4 4

¥ o or
someone else? Should the situation
be allowed to drift further? Should we
think of some corrective measures?
This is where CM Revanth Reddy’s
suggestion bs valid and highly relevant
in this context.

However, the precise threatening
words used by CM Revanth Reddy
on the floor of the Assembly, perhaps
directed only at those abusing him,
came as & shock even 1o those who

strongly opposed the video content,
His statement that they would be
“Str Noked, Thrashed, and
Para in Publ’ wis jarring
His  outbunst,  notwithstanding
lhr defamatory  repocting,  which

abtedly is no small matter,

the media, even though they operate
free from government interference. In
India, a free and independent media
Is protected under the constitutionally
guaranteed freedom of speech. It
assumes that the media is fair, free, and
responsible, operating under certain
checks and balances, the hallmark of
Indian democracy. Media is expected
1o observe standards of objectivity,
respoosibility, and  res, s
inherent in the concept of the Fourth
Estate. The media iself Is expected to
madntain its own code of conduct and
philosophy of self-restraint.

An lnqundem body to promote

engaging in def

Y peopaga

bility, behavior  standards,

brings to mind an age-old problem or
adage that, “The Cure Becomes Worse
than the Discase! It is like setting the
house o fire 10 kill an infections
mosquito, dramatic, destructive, and
ultimately sclfdefeating  No one
disputes that mnds\n integrity
matters and ation cannct

ibility, the latter must respoad
with calm precision, not emotional
detonation. If the journalists' work
wis misleading, a fact-based rebuttal
or legal recourse would have been
better sufficed. CM's decision 10
launch a verbal missile attack from the
lthlnv podium not only amplified
the isue but alw risked turning
sympathy toward the very journalists
be sought to discreds,

Tromscally, this entire  episode
unfolded in the same Assembly
where Honorable Members by and
large, routindy ongage in verbal
freeforalls, dinging  accusations,
and venomous insults at exch other.
Though these  exchanges  even
outside the  Assembly, may oot
match the content of the YouTube
videos, personal attacks, character
assassinations, and vulgarity are often
shrugged off as part of the political
gme. I such unchecked tirades
are deemed acceptable, it s hard 10
see how & YouTube video, however

e, warrants such moral

be left unchecked. But taking the

. 4
“Sanctum Sanctorum’ or the “Temple
of Democracy' is like making a paper
cut with a chainsaw. It Is akin 1o
dealing with a leaky tap by smashing
the sink or curing a headache with a
hammer blow.,

outrage beyond legal process.
Political figures often face unfair
critickm and it comes with the
job. But reacting with unchecked
aggression not only elevates the
opponent’s platform but also shifts
the narrative from facts to feeling
the goal was 1o protect the indiv
reputation, this approach may have

done more harm than good. It is hand
10 Jook like the grown-up in the room
when you are the one throwing the
tantrum, When political mudslinging
within and owside the Assembly
reaches  rock-bottom  levels,  with
slurs and accusations flying faster
than legislative bils, outrage over two
Journalists’ videos begins to look less
like a stand for truth and more like
selective outrage.

It politicians  cannot  hold
themselves 0 @ higher standard,
why expect restraint from YouTube
or Soclal Modia Journalism. It s,
however, debatable and none 1o be
accused hock, stock, and barrel.

For instance, in a recent outburst,
CM Revanth Reddy sald that his
predecessor K Chandrashekhar Rao
and BRS leaders who were talking
about "Stature’ were already sent on
the Stretcher’ and would soon end up
in the Mortuary’ His clever woedplay
reflects the very brand of mockery
that politicians are quick 1o condemn
when directed at them, Reducing
political discourse 1o schoolyard
taunts while demanding dignity and
decorum from the press is a classic
case of "Do as | say, not as | Dol If the
legiskature itself resembles a comedy
stage more than a biw-making body, it
Is no wonder the press takes creative
liberties, If political speech descends
into parody, can journalistic satire be
far behind?

Former Vice President of India
M Venkaish Naidu once sald that
Decency, Dignity and Decorum’ are
the three ingredients of democracy,
uphekd through ‘Debate, Discuss and
Decide” Few political leaders seem
to remember this candinal principle
while making public statements,
This trend seems 1o be catching up,
porticulaly in Telangana, Bt who
can teach these fly-by-night operators
in politics” to behave properly?

Uhtimately, the CM’s outrage might
have been justified, but the intensity
and tone of his response should have
been different. Political maturity lies
in knowing when to attack and when
10 be silent. [n the battle for truth and
accountablity, precision and restraint
are powerful than outrage. After all,
a controlled response often speaks
volumes than an emotional outburst.

of resil passion, and

d«lmlonwxh\a'mduchanh" Her comeback from
space marks a significant milestone, reinforcing the im-
portance of persistence and continuous learning. She was
part of a mission that was initially planned for just eight
days but was prolonged to over nine months due to tech-
nical issues with the return spacecraft. After spending ap-
proximately 286 days in space, Williams and her colleague
Butch Wilmore’s resilience highlights the unpredictable
nature of space exploration and the importance of adapt-
abiliy in achieving great heights,

N Sadhasiva Reddy, Bengaluru

e

he much-awaited return of Sunita Williams and Will-

more to earth from International Space Station has
brought immense joy and relief on one and all Indians are
a litde happier than others as they own Sunita Williams as
their own daughter of soll for having Indian origins. She
has become a role model for human excellence and grit.
It could have been a routine affair if she had been
return o earth according to original shedule or planned
one, But she had to wait and spend nine months in space
station in an odd environment, instead of only eight days.
165 hard to think the amount of mental pressure one has to
um wait endlessly, Still she could maintain men-
tal and physical fitness and carried out research
work which needs high cognitive function. One can easily
throw out Ihebonhmwmmm.ummm
ment, stress
lhevdmhlndu«ldwumyolsmhnwllumuom
late the mindset. Kudos.

Dr DVG Sankara Rao, Vizianagaram
e

N orginal 8 day space odyssey for Sunitha Williams &
others turned out to be a nightmare, Space sclentists
the world over and its entire fraternity must have worked
nﬂ!yhdwnemhd.lhtuﬁemdmhndln;ofm
ble and  historic ach ini-
dludnmdﬂmndmtwcmhwﬂekdm
Chawla was getting back, Space scientists who were be-
hind this crucial hul equally hrmu life-saving mis-

sion need to be highly commended. 19th March 2025 will
be a historic day to cherish and celebrate for long by the

world, India and by the state of Gujarat,

N R Raghunwn, Hyderabad

World War clouds gathering on hori

HE world seems 10 be heading toward yet another
World War, The Russo-Ukraine war on with no
letup even as world leaders are taking to the negotiation
tabke to resolve the conflict and buy peace. The fragile
ceasefire in West Asia has been with renewed Is-
racli airstrikes in Gaza, Commitment of heads of
ment to strive for peace seems to be failing, as these war
theatres continue to witness loss of lives and gory injuries
while a clueless UN seems to be missing.
Dr. George Jacob, Kochi

AP move to foster academic excellence

s Andhra Pradesh takes a significant step towards

ncouraging private universities, we must acknowl-

edge the transformative power of education. “Education is
the key to unlock the golden door of freedom,” as G
Washington Carver once said. Minister Nara Lol

initiative to introduce the Establishment of Private Uni-

mlh and Regulation Second Amendment Bill, 2025,

isa dable effort to foster academic excellence,

Astex KAUPMAN

THE ceasefire in Gaza appears
10 be over, And while bradi

‘The Gaza ceaseﬁre is dead’

dox parties over the issue of
army drafts. Since the start of
the war, there has been tre-

mendous re from the

i wider Isracli public to

i b s blme ISRAELI DOMESTIC POLITICS KILLED IT por el gyt
Hamas for the resumption of  But increasingly, it appears 1o office antagonistic members of  thodox men, who unlike other
fighting that killed more than  chime with the views of some To secure the vote for the the security and political kead-  Israclis did not have 1o serve in
400 Palestinians on March 18, in the US. administration - annual budget and stave off ership, accusing them of being ~ the military. Ultra-Orthodox
2025 - “only the beginning” which, as de facto sponsor of Netanyahu needs responsible cither for the Ha- partics, however, are demand-
Netanyahu warned - the truth — the ceasefire, may have been — support = and if it sn't to mas attack or for the misman-  ing the opposite: to pass beg-
is the seeds of the renewed vio- — the only entity that could have m'ﬂl“*’&% agement of the conflict, islation that would formally
eepbiy e e | parte e e el o s e b el B . st B Qo

Withdrawing  from  the It is true Hamas is respon- share up farright members ofthe coaliton. As a result of the ramped up in recent months,  the annual budget and stave

Gaza Strip runs counter to the
maximalist ideologies of key
members of Netanyahu's gov-  of
emment, induding some in
his own panty, Likud. Rather,
their stated position is for Is
rad 10 remain in control of the
enclave and to push a many
Palestinians as possible owt of
it 1t s why many in Netanya-
hu’s government choered when
President Donald Trump indi-
cated that Palestinians should
be dleared from Gaza 1o make
way for a massive reconstrue-
tion project lod by the United

As an expert on lsrachi his-
tory and a professor of peace
studies, | belicve the far-right

vision for post-conflict Gaza  tive branches while weakening
shared by parts of Netanyahu's  the judiclary.
mment s Incompat- Since coming o power in

ible with the ceasefire plan.

sible for delays and manipu-
lations during the first phase

the 1948 war, It can be traced
States. back to Netanyahu's efforts to
transform the political system
in Isral and increase the pow-
er of the executive and legishi

January 2023, Netanyahu's

ruwgmmm “Wg""i

the ceuscfire deal. It also

tumed hostage releases into
propaganda  spect
menting both the families of
captives and msuch of Isracli
society in the process.

But in my view, the resump-
ton of war is first and foremost

acles, tor-

hard-right government  has
made significant efforts to turn
Independent institutions such
a8 the attorney generals office
and the police into compliant
arms of the govemment by

sive protest movement slowed
Netanyahu’s attempts to over-
haul the country’s judiciary.
And then came the Hamas
massacre on Okt 7,
Isracli commentators hoped
that the attack would force the
government to reconsider its
efforts to carry out what some

agreement - has retumed to the fold

described as a begal coup, in a
show of national unity,

But Netanyahu and his
govemment had ather plans,
After an initial hostage deal in
November 2023 lallnl to yield

Shabak, or Shin Bet, whi

tied to domestic Isradi cur-  seeking to place g a wider breakthrough, people
rents that predate even the Oct. loyalists in charge of both. gradually began 0 question
7,2023, attack that sparked the whether Netanyabu's primary
deadliest fighting between Is-  Prolonging the war interest was 1o prolong the
raclis and Palestinians since  In 2023, & sustained and mas-  war in the belief that doing so

Many

might be the best way to save
his political carcer and revive
his assaudt on the judiciary...
Meanwhile, war also pro-
vides cover for Netanyaha
10 neuter some of his fiercest
aritics, In the months after
the Oct. 7 attack, Netanyahu
systematically removed from

Shoring up coalition

cides with growing

Under Isradli law, 1

with Netanyahu and his allies
secking 10 replace Attorney
General Gali Baharav-Muara
and fire Ronen Bar, the head of
the powerful security ns)

been carrying out ummvr in-
vestigations into Netanyahu’s
closest aides,

The apparent breakdown of
the ceasefire now also coin-

on Netanyahu from the politi-
cal right in his ruling coalition.
povem-
ment nwst approve its annual
budget by the end of March
or face being dissalved, some-
thing that would trigger fresh
electi

jons,
But Netanyshu & facing
holdouts ameng ultea-Ortho-

off elections, Netanyahu needs
support - and if it sl going to
come from the ultra-Orthodox
parties, then he needs to shore
up far-right members of the
coalition. As a result of the
resumption of war, Otzna Ye-
hudit - the far-right party that
left Netanyahu's government
In January 10 protest the cease-
fire agreement - has retumed
to the fold. This gives Netanya-
bu crucial budget votes. But in
effect, it signals that the coali-
tion has no intention of imple-
menting the second phase of
the ceasefire plan, withdraw-
ing from Gaza. In effect, it has

killed the ceasefire.
(Full report at htips//the-
conversation comv; Writer is
Professor of History and Peace
Studies, University of Notre
Dame)

sure

By embracing private universities, Andhra Pradesh can
provide students with diverse opportunities for growth,
innovation, and success. As Nelson Mandela aptly put it,
'Bdmmhurmurnmfdwupmwhkhmm
use 1o change the world”

Sridevi Tejaswani K, Kakinada

thehansreader@gmail.com

(2) BENGALUR

Will order high level- probe into
‘honey trap’ cases: HM

BENGALURU: Home Minister G Parameshwara on
Thursday sald he will order a high-level probe into the
“honey trap” cases in the state. He insisted that there is

1o put an end to such tendencies. “If we hawe to
save the dignity of our members, we have to put a brake
on such incidents. Its a serious issue,” the Home Minister
told the Assembly. *I will order a h%h-lcvd probe into "
he added, ka Minister for Coop KN Ra-
Janna said he came to know that at least 48 people have
been “honeytrapped” and their obscene videos have been

made.

During the discussion on budget, BJP legislator Ba-
sanagouda Patil Yatnal said a trend has started to finish
off the political opponents by blackmailing them. BJP
MLA V Sunil Kumar sald people who could not defeat

NE

their o) ts on policies and ies have resorted
blm"m to xP:im- their ym goals, BIP MLA

Munlnlhm alleged that he has been

rape case. He demanded that his case shoi

over to the Central Bureau of Investigation

framed in a
be handed
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Magistrate, Chandigarh,
ordered a habitual traffic vio-
lator to do CS for five days
under the supervision of the
weader to SSP (Traffie)
‘Community service' has

OPED
Making oommunrty service a credible penalty

h

-

duty. It must be remembered
that CS is a substantial pun-
whment under the BNS and,
hence, its execution squarely
falls within the domain of the
agencies of the ariminal jus

ishment, it is an order before
sentenang (rooka hua fuda),
s a correctional measure by
offering an opportunity to
first-time offender to reform,
At the same time, it is not to

been added to the list of pun- tice system (CJS) be forgotten that the police

under Section 4 of In the Rulesof Business'of  and the Prison Department

KP SINGH the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita, the government, lawand jus-  are the repository of all
FORMER DGP, HARYANA

N January 2025, the
court of the third addi-
tonal moamsff in Jam-
mu sentenced o person,
who was found guilty of
obstructing traffic and caus-
ing public snnoyance, to one
week of community service

(BNS)for the first time for six
offences of public servants
engaging In unlawful trde
Section 202), non-appear
ance in compliance of procks-
mation  (Section  200),
attempts o commit suickle
1o compel public authority
(Section 226), minor theft
where the stolen article s

tice are listed as subject mat-
ter of the Home Ministry. It
would be an ad:

records of erime and criminal
convictions. If a convict is
awarded W do

blunder to assign the duty to
exaute CS sentence 0 an
agency outside the jurisdic
tion of the Home Depart:
ment, It is desirable that CS
should be induded in the list
of business of the Home

CS and the subject s directed
toreport toan authority other
than the prison autharities
for monitoring and supervi
sion, it would be impossible
for the jail administration to
know about the proper serv.

(CS) involving cleaning, retuned and value of the E Department and necessary  ing of such a punishment
sweeping and mopping at & property is less than Rs 5,000 r maodalities prescribed, This is very well evident
Community HealthCentrein  [Section 308(2)] public mis R IVEICEIEA PRGBS SN, i s it s menieny The execution of the sen-  fromthe experience of record:

Dansal The same court, in a
similar matter, ordered the
Ruilty toclean and maintain o
public park at Jhagar Koth
dally for three hours for one
woek. In both the cases, the

onduct while intoxicated
(Section 355), and defamation
[Section 356(2))

The inclusion of CS as a
substantive sentence under
the BNS is a reflection of

In the prison res and regulations. st moto

ous and needs 1o be exam-
ined, especially in the back-
ground of Article 23 of the
Constitution of India, which

induding a suggestive st of
suchworks in the High Court
Rules and Orders.

Alotof confusion is prevall

tence In criminal cases is the

keeping of persons released

primary bAlity of the
Prison Department. The
rules and procedures for the
same are prescribed in the
Jadl manual of the m-

on prok for good con

duct; It is in disarray and

nobody & ina position to gve

the data of such probationers

for want of institutionalised
No

Station House OMcerof Jha:  noncustodial correctional  prohibits "begae” and similar ing about designating the Since CS as o ch

Jjar Kot Police Station was  measure subscribing to the  foroed labour practices. Even execution agency forthepur  induded recently inthe BN‘% alisation of the processes and
tasked with ensuring compli  philosophy of ‘restorative  convicts undergoing rigorous poses of moniftoring super  #t does not find mention in modalities 0 execute the
anceand submitting a report  justice’ in the Indian crimis  imprisonment in jall are paid vising and reporting back  the prison rules and regula-  punishment of CS would

with photographic evidence,

In the third case of the
same nature in the ame
month, & subjudge count in

nal justice system. The
term CS s defined by
adding an explanation to
Section 23 of the Bharatiya

wages for the work they do
while serving their sentence.

The words ‘work which the
ourt may order” and “that

Ihe indusion of
community service
asasubstantive

ompliance on the CS sen
tence as b variety of govern-
ment and public functionar
Jes are being given this task

tions. There fore, some prson
administrators and magls
trutes often mistake the exe
aution of CS punishment on

result in insdequate and
faulty execution as well as
inappropriate or no recond-
keeping of such a substantive

Katraordered the offender to  Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita,  benefits the soclety” are non- == - i - I q by the courts without realis- @ par with that of ariminal h
perform CS by cleaning and 2023 (BNSS), stating that  specific and surrounded by sentence under the ing that such employees are  a person found guilty but not Awarding punishment is
maintaining a park ot Katra  community service shall  uncertainties as a lot has BNS .\llhh('nll‘.\l() not trained to perform such  sentenced and reloased tem: within the domain of law

for three consecutive days;
the chief executive officer of
the Katra Development
Authority was directed 10
oversee \ of the

mean the work which the
court may order a convict
W perform as a form of
punishment that benefits

punishment order
In yet another case, on
March 6, the Chief Judicial

the ¢ y, for which
he shall not be entitled to
any remuneration

This definition is ambigu-

been left to the imagination
of the trial court, having ind-
vidualised perceptions about
eventsinlife. There is always
o scope left for the presiding
officer faltering in assigning
the suitable task for CS. This
ssue may be mesolvd by

the philosophy of

‘restorative justice' in

the Indian criminal
justice system.

duty, nor do they possess
proper skills for handling
such convicts.

Moreover, in the absence of
ruleyguidelines, they are
ompletely ignorant about
the documentation required

porarily on probation under
the supervision of the Dis
trict Probation Officer as per
the provisions of the Proba-
tion of Offenders Act 1057,

It i to be understood that
the releasing of a guilty per

¥ suchan

o0 on prok is not a pun-

courts, How the sentence
would be served is the exclu-
sive jurisdiction of the state.
Ideally, the state should are-
ate the mechanism and pre-
sceribe procedures forthe exe-
cution of all sentences in
criminal cases.

How NEP bridges the education-employment gap

During this period only a
few Indian universities got
recognition in the global mt-

technology has been intro-
duced for the digital storage
of credentialy, along with the

student incentives.
A key challenge for any pol-
icy Is overcoming the psycho-

ing and accreditation systems. faclltation of online and logical barrder of  the
Ironically, the non-absorp- offline kearning by transfer announcement effect, which
tion of graduates into jobs as ing the credits earned uﬂm u'u:m u\-wmm
per the qualification centif) The policy also Well
hasoftenb ghted that the affiliation of colleges “mthl reforms risk triviali-

JASWINDER SINGH BRAR
PROFESSOR, PUNJABY

a shortcoming of the growth

will be gradually faded out by

sation as opportunistic actors

model adopted since 1001 wanting gaded autonomy.  repackage old routines as new
UBIVERSITY, MBALA The NEP2020 is structured Further, standakne institu. Such probabilityis
wound the five core principles tions will be encouraged to  high in curriculum-design
HE draft of the of access, copacity, quality, evolve intomulti-disciplinary  ing. rvuhnwn aspess ment

National Educa-  affordability snd scoountatali- through strategic  andp I practices.
tion Policy 2020  ty, all alming to align with the llaborations,  dual-degree ()rrnmu-nuﬂpn—-nmnn
(NEP-2020) amergent sodoeconomic ind programmes, joint m-‘nh corns is curnieuhum modems-
ttained finality  gobal demnands. Its vision has — activities and sation as are not
after five years of consulta-  been operstionalised by the VITAL: NEP draws luvm&wu S SR exchange p 1 o o
tions under the leadership of  National Curriculum Prame- The policy uphokds the ation domain, has gone Plexdbility ssd multidiscipli-  laldin Juler ormat, where
former ISRO Chabman K work (NCF) developed by the Kothari  Commission  (1068) thiough catacdlysmic changes.  nary approach are the hall  thelevel of complexity increas
Kasturimngan. The policy Kasturtranganhbeaded 120 and subsequent aducation pol- A student's lonming expers  marks in the design of educe nmmnwme\mﬂat
wis adopted by Parliament  member committee, ky recommendations (1980, ence gets o boost when he is  tionad , leaming TOSOUICR  COn-
on July 29, 2020, thereby The policy acknowledges  revised version 1962) to invest allowed achance to creatively  strategies and career path-  stmints are an impediment for
replacing the National Folicy  the interconnection  and  upto 6 per cent of the GDP in combine the core domain  ways under NEP2020 Awell  many institutions, m\;mm

on Education of 1086, mutual dependence among  the education sector by the knowledgewith other sulgects lab fure,

The necessity for o paras
digm shift sternmed from the
eritical challenges in educa-

various stages and domains of
education, The outputs of dif-
ferent stages and subsectons

Centre, states and union terri-
toney’ budgets. Notably, the
public expenditureby the edu-

of his chokoe, The cross-fertil-
stion of ideas with greater
conceptual danity breaks the

developed higher e

0 naional

growth by supplying  skilled
workforce . It alsoholds intrin-

traning  and
mentors hip initiatives.
Rurther, institutions need

tional di It was  of ed serve as inputs  cation department and other mental silos. The NEP2020  sic valueas aglobd industry 10 evolve @ mechanism that
felt that the existing policy  for the subsequent stages. povernment departments on nables this through the mult. The NER2020 holds trunsfor- — ggoes beyond truditional writ
had been losing relevance, The NEP2R0 adms to draw  exlucation indtraining in their disciplinary higher education  mative polential as it unfolds.  ten tests, where students aan
with the emergence u( a um;\hmmlmuknh-:t respective domatngs was equive nwmwk puﬂnbh unlu However, its success hinges on - showcase their skills
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whodil not have the relevant  Jeaming, skilling and knowd  during 201020, which constie  * ) The policy also A 4 Hgorous and con  solving to scquire realworld
skill st and knowledge base.  edge acquisition. To achieve  futed 13,08 per cent ofthe over ('\pl'ﬂ('ll('l' ul‘l.\ d structured cortification system  sistent tment, Recog: jes. This necds

The policy was not in tune hnw;utynnu-nnlhv Wl budgetary expenditure, h()(N \\‘ht'llh(‘l\ where students mecavecertifi:  nising these aspecdts, policy- mtn- public funds, alimnd
with the of the oftherigid strue Futher, during the same year Y ’ ates, diplomas and degrees  mukers have  Goillitted  contributions, industry parts
knowledge economy of the I.Ill'l of the old system with 2067 per cent of the overall i|“( n l‘d d l'llilll'l'll) based on the duration and  dialogue among staleholders  nerships, community
21t contury, whichisbasedon  flexible ones Thistunsforma-  budgetry  expenditure  on oxtent of the completion of  and alwo conducted mality  involvement, donations, ete

creatively combine
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Indian Railways: Powering India’s growth

With strategic investments, technological advancements and a visionary public policy approach,
Indian Railways is redefining connectivity, efficiency, and sustainability

he Indian Railways, often regarded as the
crouching tiger of India’s growth story,
Is one of the world's most remarkable yet
under-discussed examples of how
strategic Investments in infrastructure
and connectivity-focused public policy can yield

p | dividends for national devel
The progress made by Indian Rallways (IR) over
the past decade (2014-2024) could well be
considered its golden period of growth and trans-
formation, nmlun%l one of the fastest-growing rail-
way networks globally.

What sets India’s railway story apart, making
it a lesson for countries and regions with similar
growth ambitions? The key lies in a public
policy approach best summarised as: planning for
the railways has been done with Bharat and
for Bharat.

This approach recognises that the railway
system must remain both world-class and afford-
able, fulfilling its essential role as the common per-
son’s mode of transport while simultaneously sup-
porting Indias industry, commerce, and t
ambition of a 85 Trillion economy. Every day, 22.4
Million people rely on Indian Railways as an
integral part of their economic lives, and the sys-
tem must grow in tandem with their aspirations.

This £ required 1 3
business operations. Historically, Indian Railways
faced criticism for slow modernisation and infra-
structure constraints. However, many fail to
recognise the crucial shift in priorities. While the
total network length has gradually increased to
68,000 km since l&SU. amore ngm}h:anl achieve-
ment is the expansion of track kilometers, which
has grown to an impressive 132,000 km
today, enhancing capacity and efficiency.

A decade-on-decade comparison high-
lights the scale of progress. Between 2014
and 2024, Indian Railways laid 31,000 km
of new tracks compared to just 14,900 km
in the preceding decade (2004-2014).
Similarly, cumulative freight loading
surged from 8,473 million tons to 12,660
million tons, revenue generation soared
from ¥8.64 Lakh Crore to T18.56 Lakh
Crore, and electrification expanded from
5,188 km to over 44,000 km, significant-
ly reducing carbon footprints. 'ﬁw devel-
opment of world-class Dedicated Freight
Corridors (2,741 km, compared to none in the
previous decade) has further bolstered efficien-
cy. Locomotive production nearly doubled from
4,695 to 9,168 units, while coach manufacturing
rose from 32,000 to 54,000 units. Across all pro-
ductivity and performance indices, Indian
Railways has set new benchmarks.

A major reform was the merger of the Rallway
Budget with the General Budget-a decision still
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spectives. Historically, inadequate financing led
to a thin spread of resources across a vast back-
log of pending projects. However, focused invest-
ments have changed the landscape, with Gross
Budgetary Support (GBS) soaring to ¥8.25 Lakh
Crore over the last decade, compared
to just ¥1.56 Lakh Crore in the
preceding 10 years.
One of the most significant upcom-
ing milestones is the completion of the
rallway link to Srinagar, featuring
some of the world’s tallest bridges and
longest tunnels, seamlessly connect-
ing the valley to the national network.
ditionally, Indian Railways is on
track to become the first major rail-
way system to achleve 100 per cent
electrification, ensuring seamless
connectivity while reducing depen-
dence on fossil fuels and drastically cutting car-
bon emissions.
The proliferation of the KAVACH anti-collision
system across the network is the most extensive
pl in any d-traffic railway
system globally. Meanwhile, Indian trains are sur-
passing “world-class” standards, blending
advanced global technologles with domestic pri-
orities to create safer, faster, cleaner, and more

POST-2014, THE GOVERNMENT
HAS ADOPTED A PROGRESSIVE
AND AMBITIOUS APPROACH
TOWARD INFRASTRUCTURE
DEVELOPMENT. A MODERN INDIA
DEMANDS A NATIONAL
TRANSPORTER FREE FROM
OUTDATED CONSTRAINTS,
FOSTERING INNOVATION AND
GLOBAL COMPETITIVENESS

comfortable travel experiences-all while
I dabil

lamented by some who hold onto outdated per-

to keep rail services

accessible to all.

A unique aspect of Indian Railways' business
model is its ability to subsidise passenger travel
using freight revenues while remaining profitable.
In contrast, major railway systems in developed
countries are either privatised with the freedom
to set high tariffs or rellant on government sub-
sidies to cover losses. Despite stiff competition
from other transportation modes and its depen-
dence on derived demand, Indian Railways con-
tinues to meet ambitious revenue targets, deliv-
erlnr recoed-breaking performance year after year.

This transformation may come as 2 surprise to
those who remember an era when anything
labeled “export quality” was reserved for affluent
nations, while Indians settled for substandard
goods and services. Generations of citisens were
conditioned to lower their expectations, even for
crucial services like Indian Railways. However,
post-2014, the government has adopted a progres-
sive and ambitious approach toward infrastruc-
ture development. A modern India demands a
national transporter free from outdated con-
straints, fostering innovation and global compet-
itiveness. This progress has been achieved while
maintaining high levels of localisation for essen-
tial railway components and scaling up domes-
tic manufacturing to unprecedented levels. While
Vande Bharat trains have captured public
attention, Indian Rallways’ transformation extends
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far beyond these high-speed marvels.

India is now set to roll out the world’s most
powerful hydm*en trains in the coming months,
a feat comparable to Operation Smiling Buddha,
which established India as a nuclear
superpower. At 1,200 horsepower, these locomo-
tives far surpass those being developed by
“advanced” nations still struggling with half as
much power. To ensure safety, Germany’s TOV
SUD has conducted third-party audits of India’s
hydrogen trains.

With the establishment of the world’s longest
hyperloop test facility, India is emerging as a glob-
al leader in futuristic transportation. Following
the completion of a 422-meter test track in
December 2024, India is now developing a
nearly 50-km test track to assess hyperloop's com-
mercial viability. Agreements with SwissPod
(backed by Elon Musk) and France’s SYSTRA
underscore India’s commitment to leading hyper-
loop innovation. Even China has recognised the
strength of the "Make in India’ initiative. CRRC
India is actively localising metro coach manufac-
turing for the Bangalore Metro, achieving over 75
per cent domestic content, with plans to reach 90
per cent. Furthermore, the facility is set to han-
dle export orders for West Asia and Africa.

While bullet train rolling stock supply agree-
ments with Japan are being finalised, India has
already embarked on domestic high-speed train
manufacturing. Beyond rolling stock, Plasser
India, a subsidiary of Austria’s Plasser and
Theurer, is ing railway e
with locally produced track machines, enhancing
self-reliance while supporting global exports.

Indian Railways is also spearheading ambitious
connectivity projects. The BBIN Initiative aims to
enhance rall connectivity across South Asia, while
the ‘Act East Policy’ envisions linking Indla with
ASEAN. The 'IMEC initiative’ is set to establish
a Rail-Sea-Rail corridor connecting India with
Europe. Meanwhile, Indian Railways’ public sec-
tor undertakings (PSUs) are exporting rolling
stock, undertaking track infrastructure projects,
and providing consultancy services across Asia
and Africa. With its new trains, modernised sta-
tions, faster speeds, dedicated freight corridors,
and high-speed networks, Indian Railways has
solidified its place as a world-class transportation
system. This success story serves as a model for
other nations yet to fully leverage the transforma-
tive potential of railways in national growth.

The motto Viksit Rail, Viksit Bharat' (Developed
Railways, Developed India) is not just a vision for
2047, it Is an ongoing journey for Bharat and with
Bharat, with new records, milestones, and achieve-
ments being set every day.

(The wiiter is & distinguished fellow st CRF and former
member, Traffic Raitway Board. Views excressed are personad)

Foreign interference in India’s farmer
protests: A threat to national sovereignty

recent call to ban Sikhs for Justice under-

scores a growing consensus within the
Indian establishment that foreign-backed elements
are actively working to destabilise the country’s
internal social fabric. His statement is not a
reaction to isolated Incidents but a recognition of
a broader, orchestrated effort to exploit Indka’s chal-
lenges for geopolitical leverage. At the heart of this
manipulation lies the Open Soclety Foundations
(OSF), led by George Soros, which has been sys-
tematically influencing India’s internal affairs
through financial backing, ideological infiltration,
and political maneuvering.

The farmer unrest in India over recent years is
not merely a reaction to domestic policy, it is
closely linked to Soros’s global network, which
exploits social fault lines to exert influence and
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Indian agriculture has undergone a transforma-
tion with direct government support and market
Interventions, yet the farmer protests are increas-
ingly entangled in international financing and
hidden political agendas. What started as grass-
roots struggles for farmers’ rights have been infil-
trated by foreign forces with interests far beyond
agriculture.

Historically, Indian farmers have fought for bet-
ter prices, market access, protection from

pl policies. Their have cen-
tered on resisting corporate encroachment and
demanding fair subsidies.

However, recent years have seen a shift where
external funding has played a role in redirecting
these movements. OSF has strategically injected
capital into India’s rural protests, not to empow-
er farmers but to destabilise internal governance
and promote an agenda aligning with Western

litical interests.

e 2020-21 farmers’ protests exemplify how
Soros’s network infiltrates domestic movements.
What started as a call for fair pricing quickly
evolved into a sophisticated and well-funded
political movement, backed by global media cam-
paigns and international endorsements.

This escalation was not organic-it was engl-
neered. OSF-linked entities have funneled funds
into Indian non-profits and activist groups under
the pretext of supporting democracy and human
rights, but the real intent was to use these
protests as a tool against the Indian state.

Financlal backing from international sources
raises concerns about whether genuine farmer

rievances are being amplified or manipulated.

strategic backing. The question remains: Why are
these protests so well-funded, and what is the ulti-
mate objective?

ing their control over their

own practices.
The fingerprints of OSF are evident across these

The conseq of such ce are mul-
tifaceted. While real farmer issues persist, exter-
nal involvement risks overshadowing them with
hidden political motives.

he

ginally meant to

farmers, risks becoming a tool for destabilisation.

What began as a struggle for falr Minimum

Support Prices (MSP) has transformed into a
itical agitation aimed at discrediting the

Indian government and fracturing social cohesion.

The farmer protests received significant support
from Canadian politicians, particularly in areas
with a large Punjabi diaspora. Public endorse-
ments, fundraising campaigns, and rallies abroad
highlighted how a local agricultural movement
turned into an international diplomatic issue.

Canada's Liberal Party,
influenced by OSF-backed
think tanks and lobbying
groups, played a key role

in amplifying the protests.
adical elements with for-
elgn funding further
intensified tensions, rais-
ing doubts about the
protests’ true motives.

The Sovereign
Guarantee Fund (SGF) Is
another financial mecha-
nism under scrutiny. Designed to provide secu-
rity for agricultural projects, it has drawn concerns
that fo B and financial
may be using it to influence farmer movements
and shape internal policies. Soros’s network has
been linked to sovereign funds in various devel-
oping countries, often tying them to policy shifts
favoring Western financial interests over local
farmers. This creates economic dependencies that
align with Western strategic goals rather than the
welfare of Indian farmers.

Soros’s network has been linked to sovereign
funds in various developing countries, often tying
them to policy shifts favoring Western financial
interests over local farmers. This creates econom-
lc dependencies that align with Western strategic
goals rather than the welfare of Indian farmers.

For Indian farmers, this situation presents both
opportunities and risks. While they demand fair
prices and financial aid, there is a danger of being
drawn into international power struggles.

The growing influence of foreign-backed

BINOD
ANANAD

ros’s OSF, known for its in “regime
change” operations across Eastern Europe and
Latin America, has been accused of funding civil
unrest in dev nations. Similar patterns have
emerged in India. well-organised nature of
the farmer protests, from logistics to media coor-
dination, suggests significant financial and

corp {TNCs) is particular-

ly alarming. These firms, often supported by sov-

erelgn guarantee agreements, introduce patented

farming solutions that increase dependency,
eroding farmers’ autonomy.

What is presented as modernisation frequent-

ly results in escalating costs for farmers, reduc-

I media coverage, coor-

dinated social media campaigns, and well-timed

statements from Western governments align

with Soros's strategy of influencing emerging mar-
1s.

The influx of foreign-backed corporations
undermines domestic agricultural enterprises,
shifting control from Indian farmers to multina-
tional conglomerates. Small farmers, in particu-
lar, bear the brunt of rising Input costs and decreas-
ing market power.

This is not about democracy or civil rights—it
is about strategic geopolitical mantpulation. The
objective is clear: to weaken India’s internal social
coheslon, influence policymaking, and create eco-
nomic dependencies that serve Western interests.

The increasing fmem:r: of foreign-backed
elements in Indias farmer movements is no acci-
dent, it Is a calculated strategy to erode Indias sov-
erelgnty and dictate internal policies.

At the core of these complexities Is a fundamen-
tal truth-Indian farmers require genuine policy
support, direct financial aid, and reforms that pri-
oritize their interests over corporate or geopolit-

ical agendas.
Their protests should not be battlegrounds for
international di cy but platforms for real agri-

cultural change. Indlas agricultural sector must
remain smwe:ﬁ:\, with policies driven by nation-
al interests rather than foreign capital.

As Rajnath Singh’s statement suggests, the time
for vigilance is now. The Indian government must
safeguard its agricultural sector from external
influences and hidden financial agendas.
Protecting Indian farmers is not just about agri-
culture-it is about preserving national sovereign-
ty, dignity, and economic independence. The
future of Indian farming must not be dictated by
foreign interests but shaped by the resilience and
determination of India’s farmers.

Their fight is not just for today-it ks for the gen-
erations that will inherit their land, knowledge,
and legacy. Ensuring a self-reliant agricultural sec-
tor Is essential to achleving the vision of a Viksit
Bharat by 2047.

India’s farmers deserve genuine support, not for-
eign interference. The influence of external forces
threatens national sovereignty, turning rightful
protests into geopalitical toals.

As Rajnath Singh warns, vigilance s crucial.
India must protect its airll.culx\unl sector from hid-
den agendas, ensuring that policies prioritise farm-
ers’ welfare over external manipulation, securing
a self-reliant future.

(The writer is scretary general, Confederation of NGOs of
Rurad India and Member, PM-MSP Committee, Government of
India. Views espeessed are persosal)

Raisina dialogue 2025 convenes
amid global uncertainty

he not-so-subtle changes in 1

I diplomacy are quickly becoming the leit-

motif within the first 50 days of President
Trump’s inauguration. While there have been
some major embarrassments in the Oval Office-
such as an ugly spat between President Zelensky
of Ukraine and US Vice President JD Vance, as
well as Vance’s controversial statements in
Eum‘re garding European politics-the expul
and deportation of several international students
and academics for their ideological leanings,
travel bans on multiple countries, and a semi-
trade war have all contributed to destabilising the
global order.

Amidst this backdrop, the Ministry of External
Affairs hosted its prestiglous annual foreign
policy event, the Raisina Dialogue, this week.

The tone was set by External Affairs
Minister § Jaishankar, Foreign Secretary,
and the event’s organisers, ORF, who
underscored the constant evolution
and reshaping of the global order. In
his welcome note, EAM Jaishankar
wrote: “In a world where relationships
are no longer mutually exclusive and
every natlon seeks to benefit from the
best the international order can offer,
there is a constant flow of geopoliti-
cal convergences, alignments, turbu-
lence, and transitions.

It is these shifts, with their continu-
ities and discontinuities, that the
Raisina Dialogue 2025 will deliberate upon. We
are also living through an era of globalisation
fatigue, where older partnerships are being
remade and new ones forged.

The world Is experiencing a wave of intense
economic competi where dependence
and de-risking struggle to find a balance. Ther
are no lasting landing points, underscoring the
continuing nature of competition. Since 2020,
instability and conflicts around the globe have
continued or escalated, whether in Ukraine, the
Middle East, South Asia, or Africa. Divergent
approaches toward climate action have created
deep fissures.

Meanwhile, emerging technologies, particular-
ly Al have become a driving force in contempo-
rary geopolitics, triggering a new tech race with
the potential to shape the destinies of people and
nations. The need to strive for peace, progress,
prosperity, and security has never been greater”

The reshaping of the old world order was
further emphasised by Prime Minister Narendra

KUMARDEEP
BANARJEE

you must learn to synchronise with everyone, and
everyone else must learn to synchronise with you.
That's the only way to propel this initiative for-
ward.

Organisations like the United Nations came
into being after the First World War, but they
failed to evolve with the times, and this inabili-
ty to adapt has sparked a global debate on
thelr relevance”

PM Modi dedicated an entire segment of the
conversation to his relationship with President
Trump, sending a bold message to global lead-
ers about their close affiliation. He sald:

“When he was shot during the recent cam-
paign, | saw the same resilient and determined
President Trump-the one who walked hand in
hand with me in that stadium.

Even after being shot, he remained

unwaveringly dedicated to America. His
life was for his nation. His reflection
showed his ‘America First’ spirit, just
as [ belleve in “India First” That's why
we connect so well.

These are the things that truly res-
onate. And I believe that, across the
world, politicians are covered so much
by the media that people mostly per-
ceive each other through its lens.
People rarely get the chance to truly
meet or personally know one anoth-
er, and perhaps third-party interven-
tion is the real cause of tensions”

8 g his g skills in ¢
to President Trump, PM Modi added:

“It’s his graciousness and humility—Iit is very
kind of him to openly appreciate me on various
occasions and in different contexts. But when it
comes to negotiation, I always put my country’s
interests first.

That'’s why, in every forum, I speak up for
India’s interests-not to harm anyone, but in a pos-
itive manner. And because of that, no one takes
offense. People know that if Modl is present, he
will strongly advocate for these things. After all,
the people of India have given me this respon-
sibility. For me, my nation is my hl}h command,
and 1 will always honor their will’

1t was no surprise that a top official from the
Trump administration, the US Intelligence Chief,
was in New Delhi this week.

She highlighted the personal bond between the
two leaders and also spoke about the rise of the
Islamic Caliphate while stressing the need to
address the continued atrocities against religious

Modi when he sat down for a first-of-its-kind

in Bangladesh

podcast with US computer scientist Lex Fridman,
During the interview, he stated:

“We must also understand that the world has
become one small village today. No country can
thrive in isolation. Today, we all depend on one
another. No one can make it far alone. That is why

New Delhi is pleased this week, but it will pro-
ceed with cautious optimism.

(The writer is 3 poitical analyst. Views espeessed are
personal)
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Customer is king

In the race to increase customers and balance sheet
size, banks and NBFCs can’t ignore service quality

ESERVE BANK OF INDIA (RBI) Governor Sanjay Malhotra has

agood reason toworry about the quality of customer service at

Indian banks. The number of complaints under the RBI's Inte-

grated Ombudsman Scheme has increased at a compound

annual growth rate of 50 over the past two years. Worse, 57% of the
last year req or formal inter-

vention by the RBI ombud: der, th had to remind
bankers at a recent event that it's not fair to lrel( customer complaints
as anulsance, The number of complaints could actually be much higher
because there isalarge section of people who don’t hnvﬁhewhmldul

ELL INTO HIS sec-
ond  presidency,
Donald Trump is
busy rewriting the
rules of political
theatre at home and global diplomacy
abroad. To some, Trump's unconven

or aren't even aware of the p to make |

that the regulator, alongwm\ the industry, needs to lddl’ﬂl urgently. In
fact,one simply has to browse through soclal media to see the large num-
berof complaints against leading banks. These include repeated demand
for know your customer (KYC) documents, and of course, mis-selling of
products.And,as the RBI governor rightly pointed out, though all changes
inaddress gets updated in the Central KYC Registry, most banks and non-
banking financial companies (NBFCs) have not enabled the same in thelr
branches, leading to further harassment of customers,

As far as mis-selling goes, it is not just the RBI; even the insurance regu-
lator and the finance mlnl.llcr have warned the industry during the past
year. Former | latory and [ hority of India
chairperson Debasish Plrun saida fnw months back that banks area very
mcful dnnml.but alot of llls had crept into the system. " You have to give

Nomis-selling,noforce-selling..."he had added.
In the race to add customers, especially through the online rouu many
seem lo have Iml lhe plo( Mon also mean more gri -
torneed: ke into account. What iswor-
rying is the rcduc(lm in the number of employees in public sector banks.
Whlln the government claims that 95%of the uncllon-d clerical and sub-
h bemmlM loy bank relying
more on temporary due toa manifol ‘du inworkload, Accord-
ing to data, the clerical workforce between 2013 and 2024 shrank by
150,000, Private sector banks score here, as the number of employees has
risen from 170,000 to 846,000 between 2011 and 2024,
Thcru Is no doubt that theworkload of the banking sector has risen sig-
lly due to the g 's two grand projects in the
past dﬂ:ndn - dcmuncllullon and the Jan Dhm Yojana, which has a
whopping 530 million account holders, Currently, the sector is grappling
withre-KYC nflccnunuthn wereopened in 2014-2015,The race toadd
and| heet sizes has also led to non-adherence
toRBI ngulnkxu Even leading banks and NBFCs have erred and received
arapon the knuckles from lhebanldn{ regulnor Atatimewhen (hegov
ernmentand lhecenlrallunk toincrease fi

inclusion — a good le being the p in the number of Jan
Dhan accountsand recent uug!of central bank digital currency for
~ the b g Industry as well as NBFCy ai hc

fintech lndunry have to treat the customeras a stakeholder, and their
complnlnlx as catalysts for Im?rovemml Service quality, after all, is
ga

By

Nike Killshot is the
next Adidas Samba

NIKE HAS FINALLY found its Samba,

Everyone g for frer the Adid. kerthat hasbeen the

hottest shoe for the past couple of Nike h its archives forsome
ders: the Killsh d Cortez. Bulhmbelmdwal!d.and they have
a good chance of picking up from where Adidas'viral shoe left off,

If Chief Executive Officer Elliott Hill can take advantage of the buzz, it could
ease the pain of clearing out stale models such as the Alr jordan 1 and the Dunk.
The damage to revenue and profit from this clean-up exercise will be laid bare
when the company reports third-quarter earnings on Thursday.

But Hill will have serious competition from hh counterpart at Adidas, I9|om
Gulden,whowon't give up the hout afight,and Is
aging todress for than the football terraces.

wmn it comes to revived nym.mui’u s sneakers, led by the Samba but also

sales amfh-lplng It life opumlng pmm by €1 billlon (§1.1 billion) last yvar
But Samba maniaappears to have cooled. Thurmpn\ud In March 2024, as per

b {1 atmaddih stthon e 4 i ol b N

tional

ing areas \where policy clavlty mlﬂll be
needed, which may have been missing
carlier, The rapldly evolving contours of
Washington's Ukraine policy is perhaps
the most prominent area missing from
that landscape, Except the logic of end-
ing the war, there Is no clarity as of now
about the way to reach there,

On March 19, when Trump held a
phone call with Russian President
Viadimir Putin in an effort to push the
acceptance of a limited ceasefire it sig:

WWW.FINANCIALEXPRESS.COM
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Microsoft ex-CEO Bill Gates

India is not just t

© INTERVENTION IN UKRAINE
MEDIATION EXPOSES LIMITATIONS OF A TRANSACTIONAL APPROACH TO RESOLVING GLOBAL CONFLICTS

Trump’s ceasefire bet

HARSH V PANT
VIVEK MISHRA

Respectively vice president for studies and
forsign palicy, and fellow, Americas, ORF

defence — may prove to be a strategic
boon, reducing rellance on Washington.

nature of a continental war that has
dnq«i on for more! than three years.

architecture remains ill-equipped to fil
the potential void left by America’s shift-

Yet,
~ which hinges on a conditional agree-
ment preventing efther Ukraine or Rus

Ing stance, Ukraine, in particular, faces sig- sla from targeting each other's energy
nificant short-term chal as Euro ~ may be a good start,
pean military even if as the next round of talks

between Moscow and h Is

enhanced, cannot fully compensate for

ilding for itself, it is ing

solutions that have the potential to transform
global health and development

lon's engagement with lran — wherean
1 buffed

by Tehran, leading toa subsequent hard-
line response, including coordinated
strikes in Yemen alongside Israel's
attacks in Gaza, The near-simultaneous
bombings of Gaza and Houthi rebel
positions demonstrate this shift from
diplomacy to forceful intervention, if
necessary. It remains to be seen whether
the initlal peace overture to Moscow — if
not met by steps that ensure peace —
draws an uncompromising posture
against Russia from the US, Moreover, in
Russia, Trump faces a vastly different
challenge than with Iran. Moscow
remains a nuclear-armed power with a
(omparallvnly small but resilient

slated to take place in the next hwdayl

Unlike Tehran
or: non state actors like Hamas, Russia’s

nalled three distinct urges — enforcea  gle support. Trump's emphasis on f“"\!l lim- strategic calculus cannot be easlly
coasefire, even if temporary; reset Russia- With the Trump presi- ited may not | altered through economic or military
US tles; and a recalibration In America’s dmzy having made it As things M\d the “ervethelargerpurpose | pressure alone. Most of all, Trump's
Py h to 1 ucurll{. ly clear that i of acomplete halt towar | options to retaliate against Russia
Despl t  Europe's security depen- imited may  pytrath remains limited in terms of economic
may be th ded i ind dence on the US must beagood firststep  thatallowsbothsidesto | sanctions. Perhaps for the same reason,
escalation between Russla and Ul(nlm change,the road to carving but it does not takeconfidence-bullding ~ the limited ceasefire negotlated by
The evolving security dynamics In  itsown securityarc — pan- prevent further measures, rebuild capac- Trump fails to treat Ukraine and Russia
Europe, pean security frame- ities, iImprove as equal Moscow contin
lantic security, present a nomplex land- | work—Isalang the  Military ture, and, perhaps, = uestoplay the hard ball,
scape of both latter. The Trump ad beyond energy regroup. ag) Asthing "
thes. First,| d -nnnmnrh ofamin infi ment may ensure that may be a good first step but it does not
fmmlheUS onethat maﬂudlydrvhm eral deal with Ukraine wesssess—  Ukraine’s power grid  prevent further military engagements

whereby  Washington

remains intact, it comes

beyond energy lnl‘umutlurc leaving

foury Second Its stakes with Kievsignalsa  post 9 may | room for

approach to transatlantic lxumy y has pp urity assis- I The deal, while heralded In some ways, Trump's mediation
both positive and negative imp y I e by Trump P B efforts — while positioned as ground-
for Europe. While it underscores the ment that p Tl peand blish breaking — expose the limitations of his
necessity for Europe to take greater own- and financial interests. a framework for a sustainable peace

ership of its security, it also exposes vul-

Since his presidential campalgn,

process.
nerabilitiesin the nearterm. For instance, p It Tmmp': h.mdllng of West Asla is
Europe’srellanceonAmerican assistance  need for an In his 's first
in long-range aerlal defence, esy Ukraine, bill ln-l Inct is to offer an ollvc branchora
against Russian ballistic missiles, remains the conﬂm in l-| qum More than 50 However,
Irreplaceable. In the longer run, Europe’s p his wmn B stall, it may be quick
[ g rol id conth tion’s ach onthe fronthave  toadopt a more aggressive posture. This
-p s | been soberk the fraught  pattern Is evident in the

| approach

to resolving global conflicts, Whether
this ceasefire serves as a stepping stone
toward a broader resolution or merely a
tactical manoeuve remains to be seen,
However,one thing Is certain: the future
of European security is being rewritten,
and America's role In shaping it is no

longer as ble as it once was,

Cities designed as air-conditioned hell

Our cities must embrace stricter building codes

K YATISH RAJAWAT

mandating climate-responsive designs and rethink
relationship between architecture, climate, and energy

b\ Founder, Centre far Innovation in Public Policy

d
WITH an air- d hell for our citles.
across the country, Indials | It's | Ingly clear that modern
an early h and a hing in Indian cities is less

summer ahead. Our glass-covered con
crete bulldings will become heat traps,

about human comfort and more about
shiny, extravagant glass fagades and

and rising energy will
add another layer of pollullun Inurban
centres. This is not a one-off summer.
The average summer temperature Is
Increasing steadily every year, while
rain has becomea sporadic instance of
cloud bursts. Despite the rapidly rising
extreme climate reality, arch

Glass fagades,
though vt-u.\llr gpnllng. have
become our Achilles’ heel, driving our

alrcirculation.

Yet, all is not lost. The Indian Insti-
tute olmhnology(llﬂ,lodhpul. cam-
pus, d y b of Stu-

strated that comfort can coexist with
sustainability. Yeang integrates eco-
logical considerations directly into his

Sanjay
dio for Hablm Futuus (SHIFT),

using shading and green
hymwuduu heat gain,while WOHA

ertical greenery and pas-

SHIFT hn created bulld that
remain cool without alr- cnndr(lonlng

Tan Loke Mun,
wlth the $11 House In Malaysia, has

energy  consumption  sky-high, In a reglon known lm scorching sum- proven that bulldings in humid tropi-
Research by the Indian Insti fScl- mer ploying ther- cal climates can lhrivt without
cnm Bmgalum, demonstrates that mal labyrlnlhu beneath b to  extreme rell
g8 can pre-cool incoming air, utilising earthen The heart oﬂhnlnunlmm reuniting
nudy l i fy than con bermstoy struc harsh
I lydueto  winds,and designing north-south orl-

bullders, and even city con-

tinue to make and encourage heat
traps in the form of glass fagade-cov-
ered offices across the country.

CXOs complain about low summer

ue the next (hm ha.It's p TikTok.
Some Nik Aol il h 4 the Kill-
shot,a gum-soled tennis shoe, with a distinctive “Swoosh”.
The Killshot s now enjoying stronger demand than the
Samba, according to retail intelligence company EDITED,
However, both lag Adidas’ throwback running style, the

and It's not the nntlon
d offl

thelr dopendunu on ar conditioning.
Our cities’ skylines, studded with
glass towers, are turning

ented bulldings to reduce heat gain,
SHIFT demonstrates that passive cool-
are feasible

Q"‘ﬂ Glass
mentally unsuited for Indlan dlmalu.
They allow heat to be lurpm inside,
designed to block natural light and air.
The heat inside the building is thrown
ling al

i

SL72,a slight varlation from shoes that took
from football fans,
Another wild card Is Vans' checkerboard skate shoes,
whlch hm {adad ||na lhclrhcydaya decade ago. These
real
life, but have yet to anlayhmad adopllon Vans sales have
the past year,although they
“Aswell as producing the Cortez in a wide varlety of
colours, last year Nike introduced a premium version of
the Killshot. Low-rise styles (ypkally sell for about $100,
around sl forh nn-
ning and football shoes, and so have lower margins, m:mrdlng to David Swartz,
analyst at Morningstar, But Nike pumping out the more popular models could
cushion the blow from the pull-back from over-exposed styles.
M ﬁnr‘hm, hll year VF appointed Sun Choe as brand pu:h‘hm.'l‘hc hmmthlal‘

ANDREA
FELSTED

Boombarg

prectom hPr ey

o of its lead. The company Is cnnﬂnulng to push the 5172, wcordhg to H)l‘l‘tl)‘l
dau.plnohhmdormmc g It's now also
supply of ek hat they don't became

Last year, Gulden delayed the relaunch of the Superstar, because there was so
much interest in the Samba, He's now moving Ahnd. wllh araftof colhhomlom.
including with Pharrell Williams, Th P hant's’ lnlllnﬂ
for i with
lowon the ankle and have very slim soles, such as the Japan, Tokyo, and Tackwondo,
and even a high-top boxing shoe. The Tackwondo, leading the “barefoot " trend, was
relaunched last year, and Is gaining particular traction wcardlng to EDITED,

_ Ultimately, len s recovery depends on ping

he fleld or track, but part of every-
day wardrobes too. Mler all, Nike and Adidas are fashion bnndx aswell as sports-
g that Gulden

Glmthak products can 1 take 18 months from design to delivery tostores, new

Nlh blockbusters mld besome vnymﬂ For mlLﬂndh\g the next viral lnukn,
I8 auseful interh

with Y

g largt Y B
g plants ar?ﬂluul genera-
tors during power outages. Air cond|-
tioning recirculates the same alr again
and again, and the lack of fresh alr
inside offices makes the

Ing
and hlg'ﬁly effective.

into heat islands, trapping

heat during the day, tt's increasingly Locally-sourced Jodhpur
g hot air out clear that modern I(om,nltnllvelhadlng.

through alr cond. hits in and ecol 1

engineering. We should ignore research
sponsored by glass lobbies that advocate
choosing the right glass and not sustain-
able design and the right materials.
Ouraddiction to glass fagade and air
ing has allowed arch
and developers to bypass climate-

design. We have Inadver-

and radiating it at n indian lng further enhance cool-

ruuung an nntﬁeu ! cities is loss ing, illustrating a
cycle. Buildings in Guru- about human path from mechanical
gramand Delhiarepartic:  comfort and more  dependency.

ularly emblematic of this
phenomenon, These

anxious and irritable all lhmugh the
day.This Is not a new revelation.

In the early 1940s, American nov-
elist Henry Miller warned of an “air-
conditioned nightmare" upon his
return to the US. Today, Indian cities —
l)olh (’.umgnm.Mumbnl Bengalury

~h: now

about towering The
sthetics

government’s
“Guidelines on Use of

P
tently created gaulhoﬂllolohuman
occupancy without mechanical cool
Ing. Yet,examples like 11T Jodhpur show
a viable path forward, Citles must
embrace stricter building codes man-
dating climate-responsive designs,

structures were never _.. Glass  In  Bulldings:  integrate passive cooling technigues,
designed with the tropical Human Safety” mentions and lundamcnully rethink the rela-

Indlan cli Inmind,and were copled the of energy climate,
blindly from Western templates. designs and carefully selecting glass Itis i s

Tara Hipwood of Northumbria Uni-
of

materlals. Yet nme guldelmu aro
£

to be defined as per the rq(lunal cli-
mate , and not be one

versity points to the

“deep-plan” bulldings — vast, d\unky
that discard

natural air circulation in hvuur nf

large, mechanically ventilated spaces,

d this
lrapyed in an endless loop of cooling
our glass buildings that heat our
streets, We have designed our way into

now design with air condi-
tloning assumed as a given rather than
a luxury. Hence, bulldings become
these deep caves without any natural

THE EDITOR

Space odyssey

The entire world is overwhelmed
with relief at the culmination of the
remarkable journey undergone by
astronauts Sunita Williams and Butch
Wilmaore, who recently returned from
the International Space Station (ISS)
after an extended 284-day stay. Their
mission was delayed due to issues
with their spacecraft, showcasing the
complexity and unpredictability of
space travel. Despite the challenges,

their extended stay was not
d d. The ISS, i y

occupled for nearly 25 years, has
hosted astronauts from around the
world conducting vital scientific
experiments in space. Thewr return
highlights the evolving nature of
space exploration, As private
companies like SpaceX and Boeing

ingly take on roles tradith
handled by National Aeronautics and
Space Administration, the future of
space travel is shifting, it's inspiring to

mere
ugulatlom The glass fagade Indu-lry
lobby continues to offer multiple glaz-
ing options in the name of
climate control.

Sustainable solutions have long
existed. Renowned Malaysian archi-
tect Ken Yeang and Singapore’'s WOHA
Architects have consistently demon-

see how astronauts and private firms
are wortlnq mwth«(o push the

code from Ladakh to Lucknow.

Unless our cities break free from
their addiction to glass fagades and
unrestrained air conditioning, our
urban dream mkl ductndlng lnln a

~an
tioned hell we paydnﬂylot both envi-
ronmentally and economically.

@ the nation lly. A
deep-rooted animosity exists
Ukraine and Russia since the

~—Sanjay Chopu Mohali

The peace mirage
Apropos of "Academic ceasefire

(FE, March 20), Donald Trump's
intervention to bring an end to the
Ukraine war may bear only short-term
fruits. Trump thinks that the war will
come to an end by just sloppily
ordering the Ukrainian President and

Crimean annexation, and this has
persisted with the Russian invasion of
Ukrainian territories. The willingness
of both the countries to have peace
talks across the table with neutral
country mediation may be a
far-fetched hope after all

~~NR Nagarajan, Sivakasi
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IN THE LIMELIGHT

A screengrab of Monica Barbaro as Joan Baez and Timothee Chalamet as Bob Dylan in A Complete Unknown.

On Joan Baez, the woman who made
alegend and a muse of Bob Dylan

A look at the woman who propelled the Nobel Prize laureate to stardom, her place in Western songwriting history, and her mingling of storytelling

and emotion that cemented her status regardless of Dylan's legacy or approval

Nitika Francis

s the last leg of the discussion

surrounding the 97th Academy

Awards runs its course, James

Mangold's biopic A Complete
Unkmown continues to spark
conversation, much like the man its based
on, revolutionary songwriter and Nobel
Prize laureate Bob Dylan.

Timothee Chalamet, a charmer, rising
above the ranks of a dwindling Hollywood
in desperate need of its next movie star,
carried the film with his polarising
depiction of Dylan. His performance
roused mixed reviews and a coveted
Oscar nomination for Best Actor (losing to
Adrien Brody’s performance in The
Brutalist). Chalamet’s Dylan was lauded as
accurate in some ways (his musical
renditions of Dylan’s hits) and gimmicky
in others (his one-note impression of the
60's Dylan accent).

While Chalamet’s reprisal of Bob Dylan
in the film fell in line with all the other
iconic roles he has portrayed so far, the
role that proved itself a showstopper
however, garnering a Best Supporting
Actress nomination, was Monica
Barbaro's iteration of Dylan's tumultuous
lover, and legend in the folk music
revivalist movement, Joan Baez.

The tradition of Western songwriting
The trade of songwriting has long relied
on two key elements: storytelling and
human emotion. The lyrics of popular
Western music in the 21st century tend to
use details to set scenes the audience is
likely to have never been a part of (for
example, ‘dancing barefoot on the grass’
in Ed Sheeran’s ‘Perfect’, Shakespearean
parties and ballgowns in Taylor Swift's
‘Love Story’). This feature stems from the
tradition of cowboy songs sung around
campfires in 19th century Texas, whose
narrative-oriented lyrics borrowed from

traditional European folk ballads.

These cowboy songs were published in
songbooks, with Songs of the Cowboys by
N. Howard “Jack” Thorp being the first
ever book of Western music, at the turn of
the 20th century. These books were
unaccompanied by notations or any
musical structure, which indicates an
emphasis on the story rather than the
means of conveying it.

Eventually, songs began to embody a
variety of experiences and became
vessels for emotion as well. A culture of
rural African-American Blues music
began to develop simultaneously with
cowboy songs. This music features
balladistic chords, yells,
emotionally-charged singing, which, over
time, combined with the complex
narratives of folk music to form the
foundations of Western popular music.

The role of the muse

As celebrity culture began to take shape
in the mid-to-late 20th century, the
confessional songwriting of Western
music found itself warped with the
persona of its writers. Even the biggest
artists of this era, The Beatles, let go of
their easily relatable, feeling-heavy love
songs from the early 1960s and gave way
to documentations of their escapades
with certain substances (‘Lucy in the Sky
with Diamonds’). Paul McCartney’s
sincerity, John Lennon's activism, George
Harrison’s spirituality, and Ringo Starr’s
absurdism found their place in the lyrics
of their music.

And so, their very public love lives also
clung onto their lyrics. Harrison’s wife,
Pattie Boyd, is famously associated with
The Beatles” ‘Something’, widely
regarded as one of the greatest love songs
of all time. She is also the subject of
Harrison’s then-buddy Eric Clapton's
“Wonderful Tonight', which is also
regarded as one of the greatest love songs.

These very public affairs were fodder for
much sensation and folklore.

Boyd is a prominent example of a
musician’s muse. Similarly, Courtney Love
came to be known as Kurt Cobain's muse,
and Carrie Fisher Paul Simon’s.
Songwriting became a means of airing
dirty laundry, a means of humanising and
isolating the celebrity behind the lyrics.

Bob Dylan had a slew of muses himself.
His ex-wife Sara Lownds (in ‘Sara’), 60's
it-girl Edie Sedgwick (‘Like a Rolling
Stone’), and Joan Baez. But Baez was
never one to let the last word go.

Against all odds

Joan Baez is an artist who cannot be
flattened to a mere muse or a side
character in Dylan's rise to fame. A
Complete Unknown depicts Baez’s integral
role in Dylan’s rise to fame, but brushes
her to the sidelines once Dylan blows up,
reserving all its space for his
idiosyncrasies. Her presence in the
history of Western music is far more
pronounced than her on-and-off love and
now-and-then collaborations with Bob
Dylan. His lines from ‘She Belongs To Me’,
describe this best: “She never stumbles /
she’s got no place to fall / She’s nobody’s
child / the law can’t touch her at all”.
While Dylan pulled crowds with his
protest music ('Blowin’ in the Wind') in
the early 60s but eventually moved away
from such subject matters, Baez
continued lending her operatic vocals and
razor-sharp pen for the movement.

From opening organisations, teaching
non-violent protest to getting arrested
multiple times in the 60s for her
participation in anti-war marches, Baez
never stopped showing up, risking her
security, and performing music for those
who she believed to be disadvantaged and
targeted. But her music undoubtedly
forayed into her personal life, and much
to her audience’s pleasure, Dylan. Her

songwriting magnum opus, ‘Diamonds
and Rust’, of its eponymous 1975 album,
has a meta quality to it, showing an
awareness of how invested the listener
would be in Bob Dylan as a muse.

She lyrically asserts herself as a catalyst
to Dylan’s rise to stardom with sarcasm
(You came onto the scene/ already a
legend). This refers to her covering his
earlier songs, such as the seminal ‘Blowin’
in the Wind’, and inviting him onstage at
various folk music festivals, where she
used her established fame to draw ears to
Dylan’s tunes. Where Dylan’s storytelling
summarises, Baez's elaborates. While the
central idea of ‘Diamonds and Rust’ is
Dylan’s dismissal of her and her writing,
the primary emotion is the pain that 10
years of memories can bring.

“As | remember, your eyes were bluer
than robin’s eggs / my poetry was lousy,
you said”. These lines show Baez's affinity
to snarkiness, inserting an undeniably
“lousy” comparison of Dylan’s eyes to
robins’ eggs to assure Dylan and the
listener that she is talented enough to
determine the quality of her writing
without his approval.

She has, to this day, maintained this
attitude towards Dylan, and has never let
his towering success undermine her idea
of who she is. She expressed positive
sentiments about Monica Barbaro’s
depiction of her in the film, saying this
about her role: “When he walked into the
room, he took up all the oxygen. And so
my part was always diminished in his
presence. And in that sense the film is
accurate.”

While A Complete Unknown barely
scratches the surface of Joan Baez as a
person, and a writer, it captures her
unwavering belief in herself and her need
to assert her status regardless of who she
confronts. This can be seen in her retorts
to Chalamet as Dylan, as she tells the
legend to his face, “You're full of s***".
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THE DAILY QUIZ

Please send in your answers to
daityquiziithehindu.co.in

The 2025 Indian Premier League will kick off on March 22. A quiz on the tournament

Soorya Prakash. N
franchisees?

&

QUESTION 1

Wihich umpire has stood as an
on-field umpire in the last six
consecutive finals? the IPL?
[

QUESTION 2

Wihich two umpires have stood
as on-field umpires in mast
number of matches in IPL
history? A

A

QUESTION 3

wiho has officiated as a match
referee in the most number of

IPL finals? the losing side?
[N [N
QUESTION 4 QUESTION 9

Which overseas player has won
the most IPL titles?

QUESTION §
Which overseas player has won

the IPL?

the IPL title playing for two

[

QUESTION 6

Who holds the record for
playing for multiple teams in

[ 8

QUESTIONT

Which Indian player holds the
record for playing for different
teams in the IPL?

QUESTION 8

Who Is the only player to have
won the Player of the Final
award despite ending up on

Who s the only player to have A
won both the Orange Cap and
a the Emerging Player of the Year
award in the same edition of

Visual question:

same edition. Name him. 1

This player is the only one to have won both the Purple Cap and Player of the
Serles award in the same edition of the IPL. He also took a hat-trick in the

Questions and Answers to the previous
day’'s daily quiz: 1. This film directed by
Puttanna Kanagal is said to have become the
first film to complete 100 days in three theatres
in Bengalury. Ans: Nagarahavu

2. This Kannada actor was the first to win a
National Film Award for Best Actor. Ans: MV,
Vasudeva Rao

3. This actor-progducer is known as the first
woman progducer in the history of Kannada
cinema. Ans: MV, Rajamma

4. This 2006 film starring Ganesh was the first
Kannada film to cross the 50 crore box office
collection mark. Ans: Mungaru Male

5. This 2022 film became the highest-grossing
Kannada film of all time. Ans: KGF Chapter 2
6. The only Dadasaheb Phalke Awardee in
Kannada cinema, Ans: Dr. Rajkumar

Visual: identify the director who directed this
1977 film which had the distinction of being
shown at the Museum of Modern Art, New York.
Ans: Girish Kasaravalli; Ghatashraddha
Early Birds: Erfanally Oosmany| Tom Alan
Faith| C. Saravanan| Sadhan. K Panda| Varghese
Joseph

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Know your
English

Upendran

“Sujatha is crazy, I tell you."

“What did she do this time?”

“Nothing, really. But she thinks she
knows everything. Today she was trying
to convince me that there is a difference
in meaning between ‘Are you going to
Madras tomorrow?” and ‘You're going to
Madras tomorrow, aren’t you?'."

“She's right, you know.”

“What! You mean there is a difference
in meaning?”

“Yes, there is. You see, when 1 ask you
“Are you going to Madras tomorrow?’, [
want you to give me an answer.”

“You want me to say ‘yes' or ‘no’”

“That's correct. [ want you to answer
because I'm not really sure if you're going
to Madras or not.”

“But when you ask, ‘You're going to
Madras, aren’t you?', don’t you expect an
answer?"

“Not really. ‘You're going to Madras,
aren’t you?’ isn't really a question. It may
sound like a question, but it’s not. When I
ask you that, all I'm doing is confirming
that you are indeed leaving for Madras
tomorrow.”

“What you're saying is, you already
know I'm leaving for Madras tomorrow
and you're asking just to check.”

“Exactly! I'll give you another example.
Suppose [ say, 'It's a nice day, isn’t it?', I
don't expect you to say, ‘No, it isn't’, [
expect you to agree with me.

“....that it is a beautiful day.

“That’s right.”

“So if I say, ‘My girl friend is very
beautiful, isn't she?’, [ am asking you to
agree that my girl friend is really
beautiful.”

“Yes. Shall we change the subject?”

“1f you want to. So, did you play tennis
yesterday?"

“Yes, we played a couple of games.”

"A couple! Only two games! Is that all?”

“1 played several games actually. You
see, in informal situations, the word
‘couple’ can mean ‘several’. For example,
although there was a bandh, a couple of
shops remained open.”

“Meaning there were more than two
shops open.”

“There were several shops open.”

“Isee. Well, in that case, 1 have a
couple of things to do. First of all, I have
to apologise to Sujatha and then...."

Published in The Hindu on November 7,
1995.

Word of the day

Presage:

a foreboding about what is about to happen; a
sign of somaething about to happen; indicate, as
with 3 sign or an omen

Synonyms: omen, bode, forecast,
foreshadow, foretell, portend, predict, prefigure

Usage: she had a strong presoge that he
would get into an accident if he left the house.

Pronunciation: newsth live/presagepro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: /psesidy, jpirserdy/

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in
with the subject ‘Text & Context’
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The TB crisis and women: why gender
issues matters more than ever

Gender differences and inequalities play a critical role in how people access and receive TB-related services in the public and private sectors, in India. Women find
themselves squeezed between their roles at home and at work. It takes time, prolonged care and money to treat TB and many women have neither

WORLD TB DAY

Bindu Shajan Perappadan

“ was 24 when [ was diagnosed
with MDR-TB. The two-years
spent in recovery, from 2021
to 2023, was a time when
COVID-19 made even the smallest task a
logistics nightmare. However, with help
from my parents and medical staff,
sustained treatment and care was
possible,” says Akshata Acharya, an
MDR-TB survivor from Maharashtra,
“Butit wasn't logistics or access to
treatment and good nutrition that was a
challenge; for me, hurdles came in the
form of my skin discoloration and
becoming physically weak, which made
going out an impossible task - it was the
mental toll that eclipsed my life. Negative
comments about my changed physical
appearance, and advice from a grassroots
healthcare worker to keep the disease
‘hidden’ opened my eyes to the
discrimination and disparities that the
disease brings along."

Ms. Acharya adds, “As an actor, writer,
and director, TB took away two years of
my life. But then, | was more fortunate
than some other TB patients. | remember
a woman who, after being diagnosed with
TB, was sacked from her job (she worked
as a house help); also, her family
abandoned her. TB. I learnt it can be very
isolating and more so if you are a
woman,”

Under-diagnosis, finances

Sadly, Ms. Acharya's is not an isolated or
stray case. Gender differences and
inequalities play a critical role in how
people access and receive TB-related
services in the public and private sectors
in India. The Union Health Ministry’s
India TB Report 2023 indicates that men
are more affected by TB compared to
women. This higher risk of men
developing TB could be attributed to risk
factors including smoking and the use of
intravenous drugs. Also, men are more
likely to be in occupations that expose
them to TB, such as mining, quarrying,
metals, and construction industries.
However, in India, women face challenges
such as underdiagnosis and financial
barriers to accessing treatment.

A recently published paper titled
“Women and tul is care in India: a
scoping review’ notes that while the
variables that impacted women in the
past, particularly gender roles and norms,
seem to be waning over time, they cannot
be ignored in the present. The focus that
the government of India is placing on
gender equity serves as a reminder that

In India, women face challenges such as under-diagnosis and financial barriers while accessing
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these problems are still relevant for TB
elimination efforts among women.

The author of the paper, Janmejaya
Samal, explained that studies spanning 20
years (2004 to 2024) were reviewed to
understand the changes, if any, around
women and TB care in India. “The draft
national strategic plan of India for TB
2017-2025 has estimated that about 3
million women would be affected by TB
every year, and TB is one of the top 5
leading causes of death among adult
women globally,” he said. He added that
women in India deal with multiple
hurdles, including stigma, lack of
health-seeking behaviour and poverty,
when it comes to accessing diagnosis,
treatment, and care for TB.
“Normalisation of symptoms, less
prioritisation, and the role of caregiver in
the family put women in a compromised
state and need focused attention. This
situation remains unchanged after
COVID,” added Mr. Samal,

Public health specialist Chapal Mehra
notes that at the grassroots level, women
have multi-layered problems when it
comes to accessing medical care. “Across
India there are multiple cases of women
being abandoned when d d with

An estimated 331,000 deaths
occurred due to T8 in 2022,
representing 23 deaths per
100,000 tion.

accounts for a significant portion
ol world's T wi !
of the global incidence. Also,
2.5% of new cases and 13% of
previously treated cases are
estimated to be drug-resistant

and 2% of patients are estimated
to be HIV positive

would result in a Joss of income. The
pressure of housework and little social
support are the two major hurdles that
we often witness. We have also seen that
when women lose their partners to TB,
families often abandon them, and they
are also plagued by the fear of passing on
the disease to their children,” he added.
NGOs working in this field say that
Centre and states must ensure that benefit
schemes are implemented in a robust
manner with essential medicines and
itional support reaching the poorest.

TB; there are cases of symptoms not
being attended to and the condition being
allowed to worsen; women also are prone
to stopping treatment mid-way when they
feel that symptoms have waned," he said.
Speaking about the plight of women

who do manage to access diagnosis and
treatment, Mr. Mehra said that if society

India's targets

India has set itself a target of eliminating
TB by 2025, An estimated 331,000 deaths
occurred due to TB in 2022, representing
23 deaths per 100,000 population. India
accounts for a significant portion of the
world’s TB cases, with 27% of the global

and family do not accept and support incidence, Also, 2.5% of new cases and
women diagnosed with TB, they are 13% of previously treated cases are
unlikely to disclose the condition. “Man; i d to be drug TB (DRTB),

y
suffer, knowing that disclosing the disease

Join FREE Telegram Channel https//t.me/+Bu7senHpQdhlODg1
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and approximately 2% of TB patients are

File used for | purposes

estimated to be HIV positive.

In 2020, the Revised National
Tuberculosis Control Programme
(RNTCP) was renamed the National TB
Elimination Program (NTEP) to
emphasise the resolve of the government
of India to eliminate TB in India by 2025,
five years ahead of the global targets of
2030. The Sustainable Development
Goals (SDG) targets regarding TB (baseline
2015) include an 80% reduction in
incidence. The NTEP focuses on early
detection, effective treatment, and
prevention. The Union Health Ministry
runs targeted programmes for
elimination, including Nikshay Poshan
Yojana, under which it provides a direct
benefit transfer of 1,000 each month to
TB patients for the entire duration of their
treatment, and the Pradhan Mantri TB
Mukt Bharat Abhiyan, a llrsml its- klnd
init to provide addi )|
support to those on TB treatment,
through mnm'bun'nns fmm the

y, including idual
organisations. Meanv«hx\e the India TB
Report 2023 notes that for the
government, prevention is one of the four
critical pillars of India's fight against TB.

“India is running several initiatives,
including identifying technical and
administrative challenges faced by
states/UT and providing course
correction, introducing direct benefit
transfer to beneficiary accounts,
partnerships for private sector
eng,wgnmem and advocacy,

ication and social
mdudng community engagement to
tackle TB,” said a senior Health Ministry
official.

and

bindu.p@thehindu.co.in
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Post treatment women face
the challenge of skin
discoloration and weakness,
which makes a return to a
routine very difficult. ‘it was
the mental toll that eclipsad
my life. Negative comments
about my appearance
exposed me Lo the
discrimination that the
disease brings with it’

-

Wiomen in India deal with
multiple hurdles, including
stigma, lack of health-seeking
behaviour and poverty,
‘Normalisation of symptoms,
less prioritisation, and the role
of caregiver in the family put
women in a compromised
state’

v

‘Across India there are
multiple cases of women
being abandoned when
diagnosed with TB; there are
cases of symptoms not being
attended to and the cendition
being allowed 1o worsen;
women also are prone o
stepping treatment midway
when they feel that
symptoms have waned'

Engaged communities are key to ending TB

WHAT HRPPENED? HE LU DISCHARGED TaAY, m@

Souryablp i

YE5, BUT UNFORTUNATELY,
HE HAPPENED TO SEE THE
HosPITAL B/

Chapal Mehra
Vashita Madan

March 24 and despite bold
claims tuberculosis (TB) re-
mains one of the most pressing
glubal health challenges, d:spm-
affecting
ised communities. Despite bemg
preventable and treatable, TB
mndnues to take a significant toll

l t's World TB Day again on

TB exists and s fought in a sacial
context and within families and

veloped active TB in 2023, result-
ing in approximately 1.25 million
deaths worldwide. While medical
advancements in TB treatment
and diagnosis play a crucial role,
they alone cannot eliminate TB.
What we need is the power of
community engagement to en-
sure TB prevention, timely diag-
nosis, treatment adherence, and
public awareness. The health sys-
tem forgets that TB is not a medi-
cal condition alone; it exists and is
fought in a social context and
within families and communities.
This makes active community
participation a fundamental part
of an effective TB response.

on h A fing to the used for
World Health Or 's Glo- purposes only

bal Tuberculosis Report 2024, an

estimated 10.8 million people de-  grams that address both the

medical and also the social and
economic barriers in TB care.

If we integrate the lived expe-
riences of those affected by TB
into our healthcare response,
communities can accurately de-
fine gaps, challenges and also
what kind of support systems
those affected need, what mes-
sages resonate with them, and
how best to design services to
ensure equitable access to care.
The role of is not

toearly diagnosis and treatment, as
fear of discrimination often dis-
courages affected individuals from
seeking medical help or speaking
about their experiences. Survivor-
led advocacy and family and com-
munity-driven narratives can trans-
form public perceptions of TB. Des-
pite the clear benefits, meaningful
community involvement in TB pol-
icy remains absent. Individuals af-
fected by TB are excluded from ad-
vocacy, policymaking,  and
communication efforts due to per-
sistent stigma. Additionally, nation-
al TB programmes often find it diffi-
cult to integrate community
members into their medicalised,
expert-led frameworks.

Often, community participation
is reduced to tokenism, where en-
gagement is sought only for valida-
tion rather than equal partnership.
Also, without adequate funding
and institutional support, grass-
roots organisations struggle to
create impact and bring about
long-term change. Many TB pro-
still operate within a ri-

just to contribute ideas but also
to actively participate in TB care
itself. Survivors, for instance,
can play a key role in sensitising
healthcare workers and volun-

gid, top-down structure, where
policies are created without mea-
ningful input from the communi-
ties they aim to serve. This discon-
nect weakens effectiveness and

co-designing care models, shap-
ing awareness campaigns, and

creating treatment support pro-

plays a crucial role in reducing
TBrelated stigma. Stigma re-
mains one of the biggest barriers

So what does community en-  teers, helping them understand  perpetuates barriers to care.
gagement in TB care mean? It in-  the lived realities of those affect-
volves those most impacted - TB  ed. Where the model has worked
aﬂ!cu:d, survivors, families, com: There are notable examples where
and g C key c ity-driven i have
tions. Their pamupanm isessen-  Beyond improving care access,  successfully demonstrated the
tial at multiple levels - in  community engagement also  power of community engagement.

In India, Survivors Against TB
(SATB), India’s first survivor-led ad-
vocacy movement, has effectively

raised and advocated for patient
rights, policy changes, nutritional
and mental health support, and
public awareness. In South Africa,
the Desmond Tutu TB Centre has
bined research,

participation, and policy advoca
cy, with innovative programs like
the “Kick TB” campaign, which
uses soccer to educate schoolchil-
dren about TB. These initiatives
prove that when communities are
given leadership roles, they can
drive sustainable change.

The fight against TB requires a
shift in mindset that puts those af-
fected first, before numbers. This
is a difficult transition. Medical in-
terventions alone will not elimi-
nate TB. By placing those affected
at the center of TB policy, care
provision, and research, we can
move away from tokenism and to-
wards substantively redefining
the TB care paradigm, making it
empathetic, equitable, and per-
son-centered.

(Chapal Mehra is a public health
specialist and the convenor of Sur-
vivors Against TB (SATB), a collec-
tive of survivors, advocates, and ex-
perts working on TB and related
comorbidities. Vashita Madan is
the communications lead with

SATB. chapal. mehra@gmail .com)
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NEWS IN NUMBERS

Cost of procuring
advanced towed

Number of refunds

THE:34

Number of journalists

amHINDU

made for faulty toll

who died due to

artillery gun systems

In 3 crove,
The Cabinet
Committee

on Security has approved a mega deal to
procure advanced towed artillery gun
system for the Indian Army at 27,000 crore,
marking a major step in the indigenous
manufacturing of such howitzers. »n

collections in 2024

COVID-19 in Odisha

Houses which got
illegal construction

Sweden’s investment

in school security after

In lakh numbers,

lz The government
. sald 12,55 lakh

refunds were made In 2024 for faulty toll
collections on National Highways. Union
Minister Nitin Gadkar| said penalties of
more than 32 erare have been levied on
user fee collecting agenches,

Odisha Chief Minister Mohan
Charan Majhi on Thursday

died due to COVID-19 in the State. Replying
0 a question by BJD legislator Sowvic
Biswal, Mr. Majhi sald ex gratia of 215 lakh
each was given to the next of kin of 49
journalists. »n

3

informed that 50 journalists

municipal tand in the Waris Nagar area of
Chandaus in Sambhal. The action came
after a complaint was lodged, which led to
an Inspection by the District Magistrate
and Superintendent of Police, er

notices in Sambhal amass shooting

A mosque and 33 houses have
been sent notices alleging
illegal construction on

30

million kronor ($30 million) for school
security measures, following the country’s
worst mass shooting at an education
centre last month. wv

In $ million. Sweden's
government sald that it
would be dedicating 300

COMPILED BY THE HINDU DATA TEAM

How do habitual offender laws discriminate?

Follow us ) facebook.com/thehindu () twitter.com/the hindu () instagram.com/the hindu

How are habitual offenders deemed so? What is the history behind denotified and nomadic tribes being seen as ‘criminal tribes™? Why are States such as Gujarat
not keen to repeal the habitual offender laws? Join FREE Telegram Channel https://t.me/ + Bu7senHpQdhlODg1

EXPLAINER

Abhinay Lakshman
The story so far:
onths after the Supreme
Court of India questioned the
need for decade-old laws that
have classified a section of
criminals as "habitual offenders” across
India, the Government of India has
revealed in Parliament that such laws
continue to operate in as many as 4
States and Union Territories,

What has the SC said about the
matter in the ?

In October last year, while deciding a
matter on caste discrimination within
Indian jails, the Supreme Court of India
had called into question the very basis of
the “habitual offender” classification,
noting it was “constitutionally suspect”™
and used to “target members of
denotified tribes”.

The recent information revealed in the
Lok Sabha on March 11 by the Union
Social Justice Ministry showed that some
States like Gujarat have argued for the
continuation of the law given that the
“intent” of its use is not suspect, while
others are in the ss of discontinuing
its application, like Punjab. States like
Haryana have already repealed it. The
government has said that the Union
Ministry of Home Affairs communicates
with States on these laws and the status of
their repealing from time to time,

What is the origin of the ‘habitual
offender’ classification?
According to the National Commission for
Denotified, Nomadic, and Semi-Nomadic
tribes headed by Bhiku Ramji Idate,
which submitted its report in 2017, the
beginniig of "erimioakel s
in India began with Regulation XXI1 of
1793, which gave magistrates “summary
powers” to put to work or imprison
certain communities or tribes based on
suspicion alone. The Indian Penal Code of
1860 and the Criminal Procedure Code of
1861 further set up the mechanism to
maintain a register of "dacoits and thugs”,
before culminating it in the Criminal
Tribes Act (CTA) of 1871. It was through
this Act, the Idate Commission notes, that
“the phrase ‘criminal tribe’ was first
concocted, and the system of registration
began”. The law provided for "a gang, a
tribe, or a class of people” to be declared
criminal, and was strengthened
throughout the next few decades. In 1924,
the law was applied to all of colonial India
which increased the number of
communities declared “criminal”
exponentially, according to the Idate
report.

Just as the Constitution of India was
being adopted, the government’s Criminal
Tribes Act Enquiry Committee Report

States — Andhra Pradesh, West Bengal,
Karnataka, Goa, Himachal Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh, etc. - adopted laws on “habitual
offenders”. All of them moved away from
the premise of classifying communities as
“prone to crime”, by defining a “habitual
offender” in terms of the convictions they
have had.

However, even though the CTA Enquiry

had led to the reframing of

habitual offender laws, by centering
individuals over communities, more than
a decade later, when the Lokur
Committee in 1965 was looking at
denotified tribes, it saw them as
communities with an “anti-social
heritage". Some specific communities
were even described as having an “affinity
for crime”.

What were some of the crimes which
made one a *habitual offender'?
Habitual offender laws have a schedule of
crimes for which the classification could
be invoked. Across States, this included
crimes like “being a thug", “belonging to
a gang of dacoits”, “living on the earnings
of prostitution”, and half-a-dozen entries
on “lurking”,

Registers were maintained, and rules
and regulations were formulated by States
on how ‘habitual offenders’ were to be
treated within prisons, leading to jail
manuals across the country adopting the
language of “habitual offenders”, with
some of them explicitly allowing for

(1949-50) was published, which erstwhile “criminal tribe” community
recommended the repealing of the CTA, members to be designated as "habitual
and encouraged “central legislati flenders” (for example in Rajasth But
applicable to all habitual offenders in 1998, the custodial death of Budhan

without any distinction based on caste,
creed, or birth”, In 1952, based on this
report, the Government of India repealed
all criminal tribes laws across the country,
leaving the communities notified under
these laws to be classified as “denotified,
nomadic, and semi-nomadic” (DNT, NT,
SNT) tribes.

By this time, States had already started
enacting “habitual offender” laws across
the country, such as the Madras
Restriction of Habitual Offenders Act,
1948, which was extended to Dethi in 1951,
Rajasthan passed a similar law in 1953,
and over the next two decades more

Sabar, a member of a denotified
community in West Bengal, led to
national outrage over the concept of
“habitual offenders” and how it was being
used by the police.

When did change start?

From the outrage over Mr. Sabar’s death,
an advocacy group was formed known as
the Denotified and Nomadic Tribes Rights
Action Group (DNT-RAG) by writers
Mahasweta Devi and G.N. Devy, who also
spearheaded the launching of a magazine
named after Budhan, which wrote on
issues faced by these communities. The

DNT-RAG studied the conditions of
denatified tribes and prepared a report,
In 1998, the DNT-RAG wrote to the

National Human Rights Commission
(NHRC) in India and the United Nations
Secretary General, noting that even
though the CTA had been led, “the

Criminal by ‘habit’: Members of various denatified tribes take an oath during the first conference of itinerant People's Rights Organisation in 2012, ALE PHOTO
Join FREE Whatsapp Channel hitps://whatsapp.com/channel 0029Van2VRb6RGJOKHB0BAOF

subject of the matter specifically, it felt
compelled to make some observations.

It said, “The ‘habitual offender”
legislations were enacted to replace the
Criminal Tribes Act. However, in States
such as Rajasthan, they were used to refer
to ing to criminal

police as well as the general public
continue to treat most of these
unfortunate communities as ‘born
criminals’ and ‘habitual criminals'™, citing
the habitual offender law in Bombay.
“Every day brings in instances of
mob-lynching, arson, and police atrocities
enacted upon the innocent and helpless
DNTSs,” the letter said.

Reacting to this letter, the NHRC
formed an Advisory Group which in
2000, concluded that these “habitual
offender"” laws can be repealed. Since
then, every National Commission that has
dealt with the issue of DNT, NT, SNT
communities has mentioned the adverse
effect of “habitual offender” laws on these
communities.

In March 2007, the United Nations
Committee on the Elimination of Racial
Discrimination noted the way “habitual
offender” laws were being applied and
called for its repeal. In 2008, the National
Commission on DNT, SNT, NT headed by
B.S. Renke noted the negative effect of the
laws on the lives of these communities.

In 2014, the High-Level Committee of
the Tribal Affairs Ministry, headed by
Professor Virginius Xaxa noted, “The tag
of criminality attached to DNTs and to the
nomadic way of life of nomadic tribes
persists to the present day. The
explanation lies, in good measure, in the
Criminal Tribes Act being replaced in
many States by the Habitual Offenders
Act.” In 2020, journalist Sukanya Santha
reported on widespread
caste-discrimination within Indian prison
systems, including the treatment meted
out to those who have been classified as
“habitual offenders”, based on which she
filed a petition in the Supreme Court.

How have States reacted?

Deciding this case in October 2024, a
Bench headed by then-Chief Justice D.Y.
Chandrachud had noted that while
“habitual offender” laws were not the

tribes/denotified tribes. Applying that
logic, several Prison Manuals/Rules have
also referred to “habitual offender’ to
mean members of Denotified Tribes or
wandering tribes....This cannot be
accepted. A whole community ought not
to have either been declared a criminal
tribe in the past or a habitual offender in
the present. It would not be wrong to say
that the classification of ‘habitual
affender’ has been used to target
members of Denotified Tribes,”

Further down in the judgment, the
Supreme Court went on to “urge” the
State governments to review whether
there remained any need for such
“habitual offender” laws in the country.

According to the latest information
provided by the States and UTs to the
Ministry of Home Affairs, Punjab has said
that it has not implemented the law for
over five years and neither had any
register been maintained in this time.
Similarly, the Odisha government has said
that no case had been registered under
the law in the last five years and Andhra
Pradesh has said that no one in their jails
currently was imprisoned under the law.

Some States like Goa have argued that
since there are no DNTS in their State,
there is no scope of the law being misused
to target them and have indicated that
they may be allowed to continue using
them. Gujarat has opined against
repealing it saying it “does not intend” to
harass. Telangana has called the law
preventative, whereas Uttar Pradesh has
said that since all “habitual offender”
provisions had been covered under their
Goondas Act, it does not matter if it is
repealed.

According to the latest available
records of the National Crime Records
Bureau (for 2022), about 1.9% of India’s
1.29 lakh convict population have been
classified as “habitual offenders”, with the
highest proportion seen in Delhi, where
21.5% of convicts are classified as such.

THE GIS

In October last year, while
deciding a matter on caste
discrimination within Indian
jails, the Supreme Court of
India had called into question
the very basis of the “habitual
offender” dassification, noting
It was “constitutionally
suspect” and used to “target
members of denotified tribes

v

Habitual offender laws have a
schedule of crimes for which
the classification could be
Invoked, Across States, this
Included crimes like “being a
thug”, “belonging to a gang of
dacoits®, “living on the
earmings of prostitution”, and
half-a-dozen entries on
“lurking”,

v

In March 2007, the United
Nations Committee an the
Elimination of Raclal
Discrimination noted the way
“habitual offender” laws were
being applied and called for its
repeal.
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Manipur’s long
road to recovery

President’s Rule was imposed in Manipur on February 13, 2025, after 21 months of violence and
arson, fuelled by tensions between the Kuki-Zo tribes and the Meitei community, leaving 62000

people displaced. With trade,

salth care, and education hit, and businesses facing extortion and

reduced demand, the Centre now has a 13-point agenda to restore stability. Vijaita Singh finds
that many on both sides of the ethnic divide, however, long for peace

itting outside a small eatery constructed

with tin sheets and iron mesh, Kundram

Metmori, 55, adjusts an assortment of ve

getables spread on gunny bags on a foot-
path in Manipur's Bishnupur district. Sprinkling
the stock of cabbages, beans, and carrots with
water as she waits for buyers, Memori recalls
how less than two years ago she lived a comforta-
ble life, around 15 kilometres away in Chura-
chandpur, where she owned a grocery store and
her husband taught in a school.

Memori’s life changed on May 3, 2023, when
ethnic violence erupted between the tribal Kuki
Zo and the Meitei people in Manipur. It was trig-
gered by a Manipur High Court order seeking the
State government's response on the inclusion of
the Meitei community in the Scheduled Tribes
(ST) list. Her home in Churachandpur, dominat
ed by the KukiZo people, was bumt down. The
family of four had to escape overnight.

Now, she lives in a relief camp in Bishnupur,
and she says the family’s income has dropped by
80%. "My son is a research scholar; my daughter
is pursuing a master’s degree in Imphal. After the
violence, my husband developed hypertension.
We do not have a home. | need to support the fa
mily now. We manage with whatever vegetables |
sell here during the day. Evenings are spent in the
camp, where we take turns to cook food and do
the other chores,” says Memori.

In Churachandpur, Holkim, 70, sits quietly on
a thin mattress on the floor of a community
centre. The centre was converted into a relief
camp in May 2023, She stares blankly when
asked about her life in Sugnou, a Meitei-dominat-
ed area from where she was displaced in May
2023, "She was born in Sugnou, where she
owned a shop and a small hotel. Everything was
razed during the violence,” says a relative.

Forced to stay in a large hall with broken win
dows along with 102 others, bedsheets and plas-
tic sheets doubling as walls, Holkim's relative says
that she hopes to go back home one day. “While
the men go out to do odd jobs during the day, we
stay back, cook meals and maintain the camp,
dlean the toilets. There is no running water; we
store it in buckets, For the past few months there
has been a shortage of medical supplies,” said
Gracy Niengneilhaing, 36, another camp resi-
dent whose house in Imphal was destroyed by a
mob. She says the community members lean on
each other for support but also that there is no

vacy.

Memori and Holkim are among the 62,000 pe-
ople still living in relief camps, more than 21
months since ethnic violence erupted in the
State. They have no opinion about President’s
Rule in the State. All they want is to go back
home.

On February 13, 2025...

Manipur was placed under President’s Rule fol
lowing an impending political crisis. The Con-
gress party, in Opposition, was to move a no-con
fidence motion in the Assembly, which was set to
be supported by the sitting Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) Jegislators. On February 9, Chief Minister N,
Biren Singh was summoned to Delhi in a char-
tered flight. Following a meeting with the Union
Home Minister Amit Shah, he resigned.

Alter the
violence, my
husband
developed
hypertens-
lon. We do
not havea
home. I need
o support
the family
now. We
manage with
whatever
vegetables |
sell here
during the
day

Wishowpur districy
camp, Masnlpur

Kuki-Zo women protest at Kangpokpt against the free movement of vemdes. a relief camp at Moirang, Bishnupur; Kundram Memm a resident ol Churachandpur In Manipus, whose house was burnt

The valley, with 10% of Manipur's landmass, is
dominated by the non-tribal Meitei ethnic group,
mostly Hindus, who account for over 64% of the
State's population. The hills comprise 90% of
Manipur’s area but send only 20 MLAs to the As-
sembly, mostly Kuki-Zo and Naga members.

As per the 2011 Census, the population in the
State stood at 27.21 lakh and the decadal popula-
tion growth from 2001 to 2011 was 18.65%. Other
than the Manipur police and the Army, 288 com
panies of the Central Armed Police Forces
(CAPF) are deployed in the State. The strength of
each company may vary from 80120 personnel.

The point where Bishnupur and Churachand-
pur districts converge has been one of the most
volatile areas with armed men or ‘village volun
teers' aiming at each other frequently. To keep
the warring communities away, ‘buffer zones'
were created. These buffer zones, where the Mei-
te areas in the valley and the Kuki-Zo areas in the
hills converge, are secured by the CAPF and the
Army, but not the State police. When The Hindu
visited the Bishnupur-Churachandpur buffer
zone, there were at least six checkpoints on a 2
km stretch. The Army and the CAPF personnel
take photos of all the visitors and note down per-
sonal details such as phone and Aadhar number.

After Central rule was imposed in the State,
bunkers -~ sandbags and tin sheds - built by vil-
lage volunteers in buffer zones to protect their
¢ ities have been d. Some have
been occupied by Central security forces,

“We had a meeting with civil society groups.
Some bunkers were voluntarily dismantled, and
some were destroyed by the security forces,”
says a police officer in Churachandpur.

According to a senior government official,
around 450-500 bunkers have been destroyed in
the past 22 months. "Sometimes they are rebuilt,
Since President’s Rule, it is being ensured that
none of the bunkers exist in the buffer zones to
prevent confrontation between the two com-
munities,” says the officer.

The government is working on a 13-point road
map to end violence and restore peace in the res
tive State. The road map includes disarmament,

down during the May 2023 ethnic violence. vunTa SINGH
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arrest of armed miscreants and extortionists,
rehabilitation of Im('mall)' dhplmd pmple res-
toration of d: and

places, and free

He says the government is yet to publish data
on financial losses incurred in the State, “More
than 50% of regular transactions have been lost,
As the main city (Imphal) is cut off from satellite
towns (hill areas) of Manipur, the towns are also
facing collateral damage,” Haorokcham says.

He says the vegetable vendors at Ima Keithel
(mother's market), the all woman-run market in
Imphal, whose average turnover per day was
0,000 before May 2023, are not able to sell
12,000 worth of produce now. The exodus of Ku-
ki-Zo people from Imphal has had an impact on
health care, hospitality, and other sectors too.

“Private hospitals are contracting their busi-
nesses because Kuki-Zo people are not coming,
Private schools are affected; tourism is wiped out
from the State. A hotel owner said they are run-
ning the hotel at a 20-30% occupancy. The staff is
on a rotational basis. They can’t fire the staff, nor
can they employ them fulltime. Salary is based
on working days," he says. His list of economic
troubles continues: FMOG distributors say de
mand has gone down by 50% because people
have lost purchasing power.

Ch Priyoranjan Singh, a professor in Manipur
University's economics department, says many
businesspeople from the valley are moving to
neighbouring Guwahati in Assam, to Manipur’s
west. “First the pandemic and then the violence
have set back the economy by several years. A
mineral water bottling plant shut down two of its
units after rampant extortion calls,” Singh says.

Manipur has a sizeable Nepali population. De-
vi, a clothes shop owner who came to Imphal af-
ter she married 12 years ago, says her family is
considering moving back to Nepal. "We came to
India as the education here is much better. But
the other day my son was talking about guns and
bombs. Last year, he heard gunshots outside his
school. Many families from Nepal are now think-
ing of going back,” Devi says as she waits for cus-
tomers to come,

On February 20, 2025...
After President’s Rule was imposed, Governor
Ajay Kumar Bhalla appealed to members of all

On March 8, after Mhmal Ilwrwz)s 2and 37

which connect the valley to Nagaland and As-
sam respectively ~ were opened for all vehicles,
violence was reported in the hill district of Kang-
pokpi, leaving one protester dead and 40 others,
including 27 security personnel, injured.

Since May 3, 2023...
Since ethnic violence began, cases of extortion
and abductions by armed groups have seen a
rise, particularly in the valley areas. On January
26, 2025, as India cdchmcd chublk Day, the
Manipur g Jedi 1 In-
tegrated Anti-Extortion Cell to deal with the “sig-
nificant” law-and-order threat in the State, as a
government press release put it. It said that peo-
ple, including government officials, had been
threatened with severe consequences via calls,
messages, or letters from unlawful organisations
if extortion demands were not met.

Post February 13, billboards and posters have
been put up across the State displaying the hel-
pline number of the Anti-Extortion Cell.

to der looted police weapons
at the nearest police station within seven days or
face strict action.

Since May 2023, around 6,020 police weapons
and lakhs worth of ammunition were looted from
police armouries, almost 90% in the valley areas
dominated by the Meitei people. Since 2023,
there have been multiple advisories by the go-
vernment to surrender the weapons.

The amnesty period was extended until March
6. From February 20 to March 6, as many as
1,063 weapons, 15,027 pieces of ammunition, 684
improvised explosive devices (IEDs) and 5,971
other items such as bullet-proof jackets and hel-
mets were surrendered.

A police officer says that the deadline was not
extended as people would stop taking the admi-
nistration seriously. “A message had to be sent
that the police mean business. The image of the
police had taken a hit after Arambai Tenggol
members abducted and assaulted a police officer
on February 28 last year. After the deadline to
surrender arms was over, it was made clear that
the police and security forces would crack down

The trader y, many of who
to Manipur at least 100 years ago, have been the
softest tanget of armed gangs. Those from Rajas-
than, Uttar Pradesh, and Bihar say they are con
templating migrating from the State, which has
become home to them,

“Even at the height of insurgency and violence
in the State in the 1980s and 1990s, the situati

on people b them,” says the officer. Since
February 18, around 90 people have been arrest-
ed for extortion-related activities.

Meited civil society groups argue that the Kuki-
Zo people are backed by armed insurgent groups
that are in a Suspension of Operation (So0) pact
with the Centre. They also want this protection.

In Churachandpur, most Meitei homes have

was not this bad. People no longer have the pur-
chasing capacity. With daily blockades, goods
cannot move, First, we pay in the hills to move
vehicles, then we have to pay sundry armed
gangy in the valley. I do not accept calls from un
known numbers as those may be from extortion-
ists,” says a trader from Uttar Pradesh on condi
tion of anonymity. He notes that extortion calls
and visits have stopped since President’s Rule
wais imposed.

Under a glass table at his shop in Thangal Ba-
zaar in the heart of Imphal, the trader has a re-
ceipt of 14,500 acknowledging payment to Aram-
bai Tenggol, a radical armed Meitei group, whose
popularity has shot up in the past two years,
coinciding with the period of violence. The trad
er says it is a pass to save him from other extor-
tionists, as a few days after he paid the amount,
another group arrived at his shop seeking money.

“Itis 6 in the evening now. The market should
be bustling with activity. But what do you see
here? Many shops are shut, while many have
started rolling down their shutters,” says another
trader of Marwari origin at Thangal Bazaar.

Anil Haorokcham, secretary of the Manipur
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, says they
have been pursuing the Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) and the State and Central government for a
moratorium on bank loans. “Up to 99% of entre
preneurs here will fall in the category of non-per
forming assets (NPA) if a financial package is not
announced by the government,” he says,
Join FRE
.

been flattened after the arson. In Imphal, Kuki-Zo
L)mpmln have either been gutted or occupied

members of the Arambai Tenggol. The Tru
Iutlx Theological Seminary, run by the Kuki Chris-
tian Council, located metres away from the office
of the Manipur Rifles, has "mobile unit of AT"
scribbled on its wall, pointing to its current
occupants.

Mutum Yoiremba, a political consultant, feels
the way forward is through an agreed collective
amnesia, "a forgetfulness, even if not forgive
ness". “The government must enable, encour-
age, and protect those who are willing to come
out and engage in this dialogue. The military way
of resolving things with an iron fist has failed in
the past. It was through political dialogue that the
Northeast had finally seen peace after nearly half
a century of turmoil. The Government of India
must act as an enabler for peace,” said Yoiremba,

Haorokcham says that a deteriorating econo
my does not discriminate on caste or religion.
“There are many Kuki women married to Meitei
men. When they want to have a family gathering,
they go to Guwahati or Delhi. 1 wish normalcy
comes back soon," he says.

Sharad Leishangtham, 46, who used to work
as a welder in Churachandpur, now sells sugar-
cane juice in Bishnupur, and lives in the relief
camp. “They tore down my house. 1 have Jost just
about everything. But there should be no more
fighting in Manipur,” says I.cldmnmham

vijaita.singh@thehindu.co.
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Govtvs farmers

Escalation in hostilities bodes ill for Punjab

UNJAB is on tenterhooks after the eviction of

esting farmers from  Shambhu  and
Khanaurt This new fashpoint has hardened
wu&mmmwwmt

Athe

mmhmmpn&dnaﬂ&mmw
pounds that industries and businesses were hit haed by
the prolonged closure of two key highways, whlrhma
lenders have termed it them
dmmmuomln-wn the con
frontation has taken a worrying tum for the worse.

1t s unfortunate that the two sides huve falked 0 find
common gound. In the best interests of Punjsh, they
should have joined hands o intensify pressure on the Cen-
tral Government over the farmer s’ demands, particulady a
legal guamntee of MSP Brall crops. Instead, they are fierce-
by ot loggerhends. Waning public support for farm unions
e adso emboldened the state 10 go for the
Juulax with the Centre watching it all from the sidelines.

The key stakehalders can no longer afford to go round
in circles. It's a no-brainer that they must hold talks with
mrﬂmmnmmlolmdmcﬂnmnnnm
beound manner. Ror that, a flexible
ally beneficial The Centre needs to karm lessons from its
poor handling of the kisan agitation at Delhi's bordersin
2020-21. The three contentious farm laws were eventual-
Iy wepeaked — after over 700 protesting farmers lost thelr
m—mwwwnmmmm
the gate go Owes an expla for the way it
has changed tack M hmm congstently projected
Rself as o medi of farmers’
There is no doubt that Punjab badly needs a trade boost-
or, but 1t also can't do without agriculture, which remains
the backbone of its economy. Earmest efforts should be
made 10 ke everyone along and bring about reconcibia-
tion, failing which the perpetual state of unrest will only
push Punjab deeper into the mire.

Adisturbing verdict

Ifthis isnt attempt to rape, what is?

HE rding by the Allshabad High Court
which downgraded charges against two men
accused of sexually assaudting an 11-yearold
girl s deeply troubling. By holding that grab-
bing a minor's breasts, breaking the string of
her pygama and 0 drag her | ha cuwrt
do not amount 1o an attempt 1o rape, the court has sent
an alarming about how sexual viokence i
viewed under the kaw. In its order, the court distinguished

OPINION
Speaking truth to power is passé

The news that we are fed round the clock is to be taken with more than a pinch of salt

sna herself is o joumalist with 30
years of experience She remind.
ed me that she had interviewed
me for the book.

I could not put down the
beok till I had fAinished it. The
newspaper was launched by
Chander Mohan's grandfn
ther Mahashay Krishan short-
ly before the Jalk la Bagh

- - -
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After reading the book, 1
concluded that Pratap's own-
erscum-oditors were men of
high principles who stuck
o the truth,

massacre of 1919, It was vol-
untarily shut down in the
1080s. Pratap’s readership
had dwindled in later years as
Urdu is not widely read in the
Indian Punjab.

The reader gets a ringside
view of events that unfolded
when India fought for Inde
pendence, and right up to the
19805 and 1090s when Punjub
was in the throes of terrarism
Since | myself was inducted
inte  the nation's battle
against the terrorist menace
in the mid-1980s, my initial
interest centred on what the
book had Lo say about my con-
tribution to that fight

Though they were not
unkind to me, the asuthors
observed that my successor
as the chief of the Punjab
Police, KPS Gill, was the real
hero who put paid 0 the
Khalistani attempt o secede
from the Indian Union
through a low:cost war, as ter-
rorism has been defined in
textbooks on the subject,

whatever the circumstances
Since it was their finding (and
that of many others), | con-
cede that Gill had succeeded
where | had falled’

Gill had taken the liberty of
teling my wife when | was out
of earshot that my methods
and philosophy of policing
were not going to work in Pun-
Jab. “1 am a Jat Sikh." he told
Melba. “Only a Jat Sikh knows
how to deal with his own peo-
ple. Your husband is incapable
of wiekling a stick. It is only
the stick that works here in my
part of the country ™

Gill wanted Melba to relay
his thoughts to me. That she
did promptly, adding for
good measure her own view
that he was not & person that
she would include in her list
of friends. Gill's methods
were what led Jat Sikh farm-
ers 1o finally confide in the
Punjeb  Police and turn
against “the boys™, as they
used to call the terrorists.

1t is an established fact that

Newspapersand TV
channelsare being
boughtover by
business magnates
whose commercial
nterests lie intoeing

s reputation for speaking
truth to power, no matter who
wielded that power. The refer-
ence to the capitulation of the
media, both electronic and
print, and the overt and the
not-so-overt threats and temp-
tations that thase in power had
put in their path only confirms
what the country already knew
~ the news that we are fed
round the clock is to be taken
with more than a pinch of salt.

Speaking truth W power,
which was the principle fol.
lowed by editors and journal-
ists  alike in  Jawaharlal
Nehru's time, is no longer the
norm. What is even more wor -

the govisline. rying is that newspapers and
TV channels are being bought
over by b
no terrorist can  who! J lie

survive without the support of
the community. The classical
method of ending terrorism is
towin the hearts and minds of
the community to which the
terrorists belong. In Punjab,
this could only happen after

in toeing the government's

line. The authors are all praise

for an exEditor of Owtlook
Ruben B

Chander Mohan's  father
Virendra was jailed nine times
by the British. He was a free
dom fighter of the revalution-
ary kind. ideologically opposed
0 the nonviolence advocated
by Mahatma Gandhi. The activ-
ities of the revolutionary club
led by Bhagat Singh and Chan-
drashekhar Azad, are recount
od in greater detall in this book
than what 1 had read earlier.

Since Virendra was himsell
privy to the plans to target
British officers and even Goy-
ernors, this book provides the
reader with another takeaway.
Virendra was in the Lahore jail
where Bhagat Singh, Rajguru
and Sukhdev were hanged on
March 23, 1931, They had been
aceused of shooting an English
pobee oficer outside his office.

Bhagat Singh s adored in
every village of Punjab, the
state from which he hailed,
But it was 22.yearcld Shiv-
aram Hart Rajguru, bom in
Khed in Maharashtra’s Foona
district, who was said 10 be the
first 1o put the noose around
his neck. For the past 25 years,
1 have been the chalrman of an
NGO calied the Bombay Moth-
ers and Children Society. run
by an intrepid Mumbai-based
doctor, Madhav Sathe. The
soclety runs a hospital in
Rajgurunagar — the name giv-
en to Khed as o tribute to the
martyr's sacrifice.

The Director of the Intelli-
gence Bureau (IB) at the time
of the hanging was Horaoe
Willamson Writing about Bha
gat Singh, he noted, “For a
time, his popularity rivalled
that of Mr Gandhi™
Singh was opposed to commu-
nalism and casteism. two evily
which wur popular leaders
today I the government and

who lost his job but remained
true to his profession. Not
many individuals like Baner-

the community was boxed into e m be found today in the
s comer by the hod: of || - in
adopted by Gl m! other professions. As

The asuthors have also men-
tioned that their family buil

their numbers diminish, the
country loses its spine!

the Oy use for

gains. [ doulnt if our Prime Min-
ister's rising populanity ot
home and abroad can propel
India 1o the main table of the
comity of nations when these
two evils, added to the pmn
cious evil of

allowed 0 grow and lwuh

between “preparstion” and “sctual sttempt” o rape,
cha that the pe fadbed t that the

Saad Al

This legalistic interp ignares the '3
realtty of sexual mknn I faumlly nnnnuu a
child, violating her bodily
n»m-nmmumubm-\wummt
io? The dete their crime
due 10 external intervention should not dilute the grav-
Ry of their intent. The ruling also contradicts the Protec-
tion of Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act,
2012 which was specifically enacted 10 address orimes
against minors with & stricter legal framework. The
court’s fallure to fully recognise the gravity of the crime

The ruling not only weakens the fight against child
sexunl abuse but also sets o dangerous precedent. Sur-
vivors already struggle for justice in & system where
legal technicalities often favour the accused. This ver-
dict nisks normalising predutory behaviour by reducing
it Jegal consequences. Furthermore, it reflects a deep-
er problem within judicial reasoning — one that often
fads W understand the peychalogical and physical trau-
ma of sexual vidlence survivors. This case demands
urgent intervention from the Supreme Court. The judi-
clary must remember that laws exist 1o protect the vul
nerable, not to provide loopholes for the guilty

ONTHIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

The Tribune.

LAMORE, SATURDAY, MARCH 21,1925

Swarajists and Independents
THE tendency on the purt of the Swarajists and the Indeperdents
n the Legisdative Assembly. both to drift ipart i orrtan essential
mmwmmm-vmmmmmm

potnt on Wednesciay: The Finance B d b

w |___THOUGHT FORTHE DAY |
You can'tserve the public good without the truth as a bottom line. — cadBernsicin

The real tribute
tomartyrs

Sanpev Trikna

New Delhi, three youngsters were seated a

couple of rows abead of me. They were
speaking Punjabi and their T-shirts bore the signa-
ture image of Shaheed -« Azam Bhagat Singh. No
sooner was the plane airborne that they started
ordering drinks and making a scene. Their muun
ness bled other who
bitterly on the decadence of today’s youth, | got
restiess and walted for a chance 1o speak to them

1 spotied one of them walking down the aisle. As he
neared me, | beckoned 10 him. He leaned forward to
listen %o me. Fointing at the martyr’s picture, [ said,
“I guess he is your role model.” He promptly nodded.
Affectionately but candidly, | asked hm, “Then why
are you not trying to emulate him or inbibe his great
values? Perhaps it's fishionable for your generation
10 faunt that you herowornship him. The dire need is
to mrture him in your heart and ingrain him into
your soul. You don't deserve 1o be the legend's fol-
lower in your dminken state.”

“OK. sir,” was his reply as he headed sheepishly
towards the washroom.

When he retumed to his seat. his friends
seemed o enquire in whispers about his conver-
sation with me. After a discussion that lasted &
few minutes, they pulled out a bag from the over-
M-l storage compartment and went towards the

( N board my retumn flight from London to

Mmumwawm“mm
House and the country o a
m.mmmmwmmu-wmd
“washing one’s disty linen in public ” In itself, the passing of the
Pinance Bill was a matter of no serious concerny, and for our past,
U I to# it had not
bewn for the fict that last yvar
What one ondinarilly expects in such mutters, where the relations
Mwwmnwmaw
Iy unaltered, s not & gradual rel !
the attitude ofthe latter towirds the formes. From this point of view
the natural thing would have been for the House 1o have accepted
the Pinance Bl last yoar and rejected it this yeae Again, wo far as
the rejection of the Bl kst year was the outcome of the solidarity
between the two wings of the Nationalist Purty. one woukl have
expected that solidanty to grow and not diminish with time. But
1 of thy from the pubbe poant of view
less regrettatie than the delectation which the two parties have
now r some time boen affording ¥ thelr by
wwlmlmmlmdmb\im

—————————

. Later. 1 was pleasantly surprised to
see that lbey had changed their Tshirts. They
greeted me with a humble smile filled with repen-
tance and self-knowledge. | smiled back at them

At the New Delhi international alrport, as | wait.
ed for my luggage on the conveyor belt, the trio
approached me and felt sorry for their behaviour
on the plane. Appreciating their gesture, | empha-
sised the importance of the sacrifices made by the
martyms and expressed concern over the errant
ways of today s generation, which paid superficial
respect 10 the legends 1 urged them to ponder
over this matter and confront the ground reality.

“Adopting thelr principles in our life would be the
greatest tribute o the immortal souls.” 1 advised
them. They promised 1o give up their bad habits

1 am still in touch with them, and 1 say it with
immense pride that their life has undergone a sea
change. This demonstrates the power of our national
Icons 1o inspire us decades after they departed. Long
live the martyrs — in our deed s, hearts and souls

LETTERS TOTHE EDITOR

Welcome crackdown
AwmdefLum.m‘mdhvu

mwn-rdlo-uwlhd'wndlmcm

lic, esp ttw‘ ‘I'P-
pressure created by the industrialist lobby
seems o have worked amid the heavy losses it
W-m CMMMM
o long tme, but their ngid attitude compedled
the government to take & tough stand.

for jail inmates
Refer w0 Primacy of bail’; the Supreme
Court’s concorn over the rejection of ball
pleas in cases where invest igations have been
completed is valid However, another press-
ing issue that needs urgent attention is the
plight of inmates who have already served
their punishment period bul remain in jail
due to their inability topay penalties or fines
This is notonly inhuman but also a grave vio-
lation of human rights, The government
must take immediate steps to o&v. |Nl
issue. that no individual
of liberty beyond the prescribed sentence
NGOs work ing for human rights should come
lu'.d to provide legal and Mnancial aid 0
Justice should not be a privi-

Good move by the
The Punjsb Government has done a won-
derful yjob by clearing the Punjab Haryana
border of the temporary structures put up
by the farmers, Commuters were facing a ot
of inconvenience. They had W wade
through village lanes and potholed roads in
the hinterland . Ambulances could not reach
their destination in ime; patients and their
attendants, too, had a difficult time reach-
ing hospitals. Business suffered due to the
blockade as raw material and finished goods
were not delivered on time

OF GARG, PATINLA

Hold meaningful dialogue

The drastic action taken by the Punjab Police
to dismantie farmers’ camps at Shambbu and
Khanauri has caused sgnificant distress
among the protesters. The sudden police
crackdown sems not only unjustified, but
also harsh. While the Purgab Government had
assured that it would not disturb the protest.
ers, swift eviction by the police, acvom panied
by foeceful detentions and dismantiing of the
camps, contradicts these assurances. Police
action has left farmers feeling betrayed,
undermining thelr trust in the ongoing dia-
logue. The government's commitment 1o
farmers’ welfare should reflect in both words
and actions. The government must take an
empathetic approsch towards farmers and
engage in meaningful dialogue.

VANDANA, CHANDIGARM

Iqoaly for those who can afford it
NARE SH KUMAR NUMAWAN, KARNAL

Misplaced national pride

The retum of American astronaut Sunita
Wilkams from space & undoubtedly aremark:
able acts Howev-

er, the hype created by politicians and the
media over her Indian ancestry is unreason.
able. While her sccomplishments deserve
recognition, she represents NASA and the US,
not India. Instead of glorifying individuals
with remote ties to the country, India shoukl
mmﬂmumwum
space

nﬂmduﬁfdnnlﬂrlub\w“wnr
growth. It is time to shift our attention from

" & o o~

ments in India’s spece programme.
BALBIR SINGH KAKKAR, JALANDHAR

information

In many offices of burcaucrats in the
Haryana Government, a plaque reads
*Milne ka samay: 11 s 12 baje’ (Visiting
hour: 11 am to noon)t The fact is that they
are not available to meet the public during
the designated hour He'she is either busy
with a minister or senior officer on tour, or
has gone out on a ‘vist', or has called o
meeting of hivher subordinates. The result
is that people, who may have come from far.
off places, have 1o wait outside their offices
for hours and are still not able to meet them,

LALIT MOHAN, GU RUGR AM
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Business of trust

Indusind Bank events raise questions

A Ministry of Finance
for the 21st century

verthe past fortnight, it Bank

First,
mmmmm;wmmmmmmm

(RBI) hd lppnmd the

D) and

chief officer (¢ fauyur This was against the
bnnkbnud’npwmldl\hrwywmlnmuﬂtdy this was not the first time
that the regulator approved a tenure that was shorter than what the board of the
bank asked for. The RBI had earlier given a two-year reappointment against the
Mslmmdd‘lhmynmﬂm MWhmmhqdnmmhnkm
about inthe

mdl.-mxdlmmmlmmnlmw amounted to 2.35 per cent of its net worth,
“The bank will need to provide about 81,600 crore.

Such material information is unlikely to be received well by the markets.
Unsurprisingly, the bank lost over a quarter of its value in a single day on the stock

the stock, It is

poor internal control and management, can always affect the confidence of various
their by

Ioweh ek

notyet clear ifthere

Perhap the RBI

over the Holi weekend that the bank bl eed for
towarry. Indeed, the bank is well capitalised and there is no reason for panic. In fact,
the promoters of the bank have expressed willingness to put in capital if needed.
Since there is no immaediate concern regarding the safety of deposits, public debate
can focus on two broad issues.

While the bank has tasked an external agency to review the issues, reports
suggest that the discrepancy arose on account of derivatives positions taken by

Finance ministries worldwide drive economic reforms. It's time
to restructure India’s to meet the challenges of tomorrow

ILLUSTRATIIN: IHIV SINMA

Jaswant Singh formed a committee led by
Vijay Kelkar, resulting in a report titled “A
Ministry of| ance (MoF) for the 21st Century.” That
report 1t for
bullding a sound MoF.
Finance Is the brain of the and the MoF

Ow: 20 years ago, then finance minister

ment happens organically in this hierarchy at the level
ofthe 1 h

OPINION 9

anm-wn. Invnlmlhtlllghenoﬂlce that of the
finance mi

ed by varlous expert bodies mmlnuu to face oppo-
sition (both from a conceptual viewpoint and from
there Is a that we
the level of I
%0 as to achieve better outcomes for market partici-
pants, market Infrastructure institutions, and the
consumers. This would also avold gaps, overlaps and
outright conflicts at the Jevel of regulators on policy
Issues and help in creating truly natlonal policies
rather than sectoral ones.
Globally, the “same risk, same regulation” principle
Is Increasingly the noem. However, we remain bogged
down Jovalties,
examples: The RBI's regulation of alternate invest-
ment funds, Sebl’s treatment of mutual fund Invest-
ments in AT1 bonds, the regulation and operation of
credit rating agencles, the regulation of pension prod-
ucts by Sebi, Irdal, and PFRDA, and the dmerlm

y dif
ferent regulators,
A sector-agnostic financial sector policy may,

to foct

policy Issues.
At the MoF, none of the departmental secretaries
reports to the finance secretary, and much of the
nuvy lifting on coordination of even operational
up tothe level of the finance min-

Is the brain of the Unlon government. The researcher
Philipp Krause has described the emergence of state
capability in the MoF as rising from a more transac-
tlonal rale (the plumbing and account-

ing of moving money on the expen-
diture side) toa more policy role.

the bank to hedge its foreign-exchange exposure. The problem arose because of m‘:m.mmn |M|:‘:
different treatment of exposure by the asset-liability management (ALM) side thonal arrangements constitute
and the treasury desk. While the treasury’s were rket, the by theecon-
internal contract between the two was not, which led to the di Mr omy, d for

Kathpalia has said it was after the RBI's September 2023 circular that the bank elgn Investment. It develops a situa-
started books and thiswas when the began i tional awareness of the barrlers to

According to |hc circular, such internal trade had to be discontinued on April 1,
2024, Thus, the developments raise questions like why this was not disclosed
earlier and whether the auditors of the bank and the regulator were aware of the
issue. These are important aspects which must be clarified.
The second big issue is the appointment of MDs and CEOs in banks. If the
regulator has a difference of opinion with the bank board on it

growth, and uses the budget function
tonegotiate reforms with all ministries.

must be shared with the markets. If a person is not fit for reappointment for three
years, how is she or he fit for two years or one year? Such decisions can undermine
trust in the management of a bank, which can have wider consequences. While
regulated entities are expected to operate in a certain manner for good reasons,
and the level of disclosures has increased over time, it is now time for regulators
to disclose the rationale behind their decisions, This will enhance the level of
bath disclosures and decision-making.

(Discloswere: Entities controlled by the Kotak family have a significant hoiding in
Business Standard Pyt Lid)

Lessons from a pandemic

An honest reckoning can prepare India for the next crisis
arch 24 marks ﬂw ince the Union the
214 ke i the dofthe "
avirus (Covid-19). Mnnwﬁuo(ﬁwmmlhnbwnuyluvn
from the public discourse. But the management of this first
global public-| lwnllhcﬂshﬂncc\':\xleuﬂholdlkmm!MmkﬂbemMy
codified standard

predict are likely to rise in
honest

world. Doing so

AARTHIKAM

Ister. The finance secretary, In reality, Is just a desig-
nation and, at most, primus inter pares. with no

she or he heads as secretary). As a
consequence, the MoF does not
always speak with one volce.

‘There are many consequences of
this structure. The report compre-
hwhnlydaahvmhlllnﬂhnmlnd
suggests a unified design, namely a
single department with 16 divisions.
A full of the

evolve more readlly if the policy unit in
the MoF operates without sectoral loyaltles or turfs
to protect, Sector-specific regulation Is anathema
to global standard-setting bodies. A unified policy-
making unit in the MoF would be better aligned
with this global reality.

‘The biggest reform achlevements of the present
government — Inflation targeting, the Goods and
Services Tax (GST), and the lrnnivulcy & lhnkmury
Code(IBC)

trend. T “Tribunal,
the
annll Pension System, the Mnnemry Policy

1BC
mlnlhel)l-A.Senk:nlmMIncnllummmy

\ppel

not because of regulators, but often despite thelr turf
war-hased

datlons needs time and column
Thia ool o1l fo I

nnmmuummnmuuwmmmm

space.
one aspect of the report — namely,

recent Mok, Over the past four
nmltnﬂnnhuhetnnhlﬂnlyumnﬂrmvmm

The MoF today consists of six mlmm financlal sector policy.

departments, namely the In the financlal sector, academic Includlm during the crucial annual Budget ume In
of economic affalrs (DEA), revenue, K P KRISHNAN and market communitles, there Is  terms of tumnover, this Is not entirely an nbtrnnnn.
expenditure, financal services im now an acknowledgement that sep-  Since 2014,
ment & pubill aration of banking, Insurance, and  the DEA and elght secretaries in charge of
public mmpmu It Islmnomng looomp-u lhh pensions from the DEA in 2007-08, has not worked In paradlel, thecummwdthnnﬂwﬂlbe
structure well and there needs to be a unification of thinking  the first one In recent decades (after Montek

Affds Iy External  on financlal policy. plete four Inthe role. We have
Affulrs, where there Is no Intra-ministry “The Mo today y f  also seen some noteworthy bureaucratic nppolm
Into multiple departments, th ofindla  ments, witha fi

Like the by
the G
The finance secretary ks, however, -pnl.!madwof
the other secretarles, the [

yand the Y.

(R.Bll. lhl Securities and !ix:hlng! Board of Indla
(Sebi), the and I

secretary, another becumlmlhz chairperson of Sebi,
and a third secretary from the Mo assuming the role

and an even paler shadow of the home
home and forelgn secretaries are the heads of thelr
departments, and all sendor officers In these depart-

tothem. Thy

Authority of Indla (Irdai), th of governar of the RBI
secretary, and Development  Authority (PFRDA), the ‘We need to do h MoF s
The entre ( an by bath the lssue of tenure
CA), and many others. Each has its specific role, but  and structure,
dmunovahpumimuq\nmulhudyllhlm
Councll (FSDC) to act  heanivor entre for
o asa and This,  Public Plicy, anda furmer civil servant

Recasting India’s infra ambitions

many ways, the Natlonal
Infrastructure Pipeline (NIP) mimics
five-year planning process of the

prepared for the
However, once the vaccines arrived, India managed to inoculate at speed and scale,
whichhelpulcmlllnllnlptudmd.nmhnpoﬂxnﬂy deaths,

India Joggae Janusary 30, 2020, The
ft Thnwkll'mbhf‘ (WHO) declared Covid-
19-;lohnlplndcmkonMuchlLWhhu:hvn:mdmmmnunbumnd
that India should have reacted earlier. More than anything, the lockdown revealed
the tragic and fora lised and mostly invisible
section of Indians: Migrant workers, who were evicted from their workplaces. The
cessation of public transport forced them and their families to take to the roads to
muake their way home. Several died on the journey, indirect victims of the virus. As
others took Shramik Special trains, lied by the and
buses, they carried the virus to their villages, where thy fical
facilities caused high levels of fatalities. The trauma of those memories has kept
many workers from g ! adding to a labour shortage for con-
struction and infrastructure projects.
Mumd.lndmredndrypmnolcmdwmruymhdlhmgtc
consequences of India's consistent in health
the virus spreading swiftly after the government prematurely declared that Indla
had “defeated” Covid-19 and permitted the mini-Kumbh Mela in Haridwar to go
ahead, the number of new cases and deaths spiked for want of hospital beds and
respirators, This was not India's finest hour: The rising number of deaths over-
The high point of this phase, however, was the
emergence of high-quality pop-up medical facilities by military and paramilitary
services in several cities, offering a salutary lesson in the art of managing medical

of March 11, 2025) of 8311 trillion, l.e. a
24 per cent achlevement of the original

NATIONAL INVESTMENT PLAN'S ACHIEVEMENTS

(¢ tilin, as of March 2025)

m hg

et

erstwhile Manning Commission, Inthat  planned Investment of 2111 trilllon. To SECTOR o ' ‘No.of
i five-y: be falr, a slew of projects are still under projects cost m st projects cost
T oy P ‘”mm‘ﬁﬁ;&m;':ﬂ Roads and highways 6428 47.01 2,050 9.95 4,318 37.06
Minister Narendra Modl during hh Infrastructure projects take over four  Water (1032 666 416 075 615 59
Day speech In August  years to concelve, design, and imple-  Railways 817 2152 20 LW 6@1 17.28
:‘;1:;?;::"! Nﬂ";mm ment, it would be falr o include the g4y cation 710 231 210 022 500 216
tuted g L 2 gl Real estate 633 1859 286 877 wr 94
m"“’”"&:::;:";, o ine sround. The  pater msources 626 1312 11 107 555 1208
Affalrs then be 311 trillion  Health care 556 229 57 017 499 212
(DI-J\) 'nlelukluu\ plus 8354 trillion,  Elediricity generation 87T 2129 66 128 2001
final report for the totallingtuistrilon.  Tngmigion & dswibution 385 818 130 187 255 631
Ko - 103 o oot aeves Ol and gas W sE 10 15 132 633
Minister  Nirmala ment! This 85 trillion  Urban public transport 223 8.3 8 03 135  8.06
Siﬂmmnm/\mln, du;‘ u:;n well  Aviation W 183 55 038 89 145
2020, a with India’s current  Others 688  11.89 155 061 533 1
Infrastructurs tnveat- snemal et e gl 12930 168.93 3914 3L11 9,016 137.83
um:;v:;:: :‘:‘:; for |NFRATALK :;;;’ of 20 ‘r:“:::::‘ +darugmet i aratibiten ey, b mnmmnho-m- mu;m o
. T T B A S 5
the time has come to extra-budgetary
five Js), ernment has set a target of further mobdl- — capacity. While highways, solarand wind
year, The NIP includes projects of more With the public sector accounting  Ising €191 trilllon. The NITI Aayog Is  investments will continue to be at high
hy h, for nearly 80 per cent of next five-year Jevels, they will draw in further bursts of
Areviewof agreater ture roadmap, expected  Investments In pump storage projects

the NIPY

as a clear

private

toral deviations from Initial plans. The

emerged
Thus, the National

to be released around August 2025, In
her Budget Speech in February, the

and commensurate transmission and
distribution networks. Moreover, soclal

e 0 address Monetisation Plpeline (NMP) was  Finance (health care,
Svailiood m:: caused by an froat,the go ;ymn F "':: o in early 2021, This *jugal- lion housing), digital infra and agrl Invest-
selax fiscal with its free-food rmall busi. The planned investment envisioned  bandhl” with NIP almed to generate the NMP, covering
prudence CraGR IO - at the start of NIP. and the current 26 trillion In four years by wholly o five years. Iy In the next version of NIP.
nesses and farmers, and enhancing borrowing limits for states partially stabilised ethod of d partially Fora NIP — It Is expected “Thus, Indla once agaln stands at an
the worst impact of the pandemic. The government opted for higher capital expen- ing Is difficult to correlate. The India that newer will find a place.  Inf)
diture in the recovery phase, which helped the Indian economy recover swiftly, The Investment Grid anl whlch tracks pvlm sector. Major par ning journey, with a refreshed NIP and
government has also taken several measures to address the problems of migrant NIPs The to the Survey way — from Galathea Bay In the NMPexpectad toset out the game plan.
Wty guch i the O N co i s HhaTaL stand at m\u lmmwmht‘n‘: 50 Is the development of large new alr-  Theasrhorisan infrastructure expest. Heis
b an I L.
e . 0 il . ariginal plan of 111 trillion. to date, raised €386 trillion, with roads,  ports. A burst of investments in nuclear  alo the ourder s managing trusiceaf The
But It Is the data on “achlevement™ . coal, and mining belng the gy the cards, with nfray
that Is initlally rather startling. It shows contributars, For FY25, thegov-  target of achleving 100 Gw of nuclear  Vrinda Singly)
Reimagining the lower judici o :
Justice DY Chandrachud a few yearsago, erlenc C he
Alackof | outdated. Thy fulltime | greater ngerous
judicary,
m:tmnummmm Indian deliver : i theyadd Ancther
Th y litigants. h
ove detall y These digitise d ashas
o I y \ beendaneinh ‘Thefinal
Ms. | Inthet 5, judges d 1 foatsthe i a
h fudiciary. Thetone is b ' Vs
Th h thelr ror
| thereare allegations of m" par y and,
Tureekh Peusth orindiay | narative,offert for india's DI 4
District Courts, y Thebook Further,a Courts quality ot 1973
T'and Chitrakshi Jain fipthe iconic h auth y
e Hind | the uaqum v} ?
il Indlia's " Inreality, both Jain ! v ustior
chronic courtroomlls. otnninndltmpv!mmm o | Natlonal Judiclal Data | essential call for reformthat hasthe
T “..whilethe casescaught inan Simon & Schuster y
h 76751025511 [ d I 210 prorigd
judiciary. th and 2023, €799 project. The book meticulousdata and research, While
y 04. These ey appeal
There heauth d, have the Right A T
" rm cases.C “Thefirst part ofthebook focuseson Judiciary, wh e Iesuesare i, the
T [ i ple y inforall
unhnmhmu-_howmmyhggu
after andthe I C "l The
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BECAUSE YHE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

FED’S DELICATE DANCE

Slowing economic growth and high inflation
complicate choices before the US central bank

EDITORIAL PAGE

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS . COM

‘WORDLY WISE
THE UNIVERSE IS UNDER NO OBLIGATION TO MAKE
SENSE TO YOU, — NiiL DEGRASSE TYSON

Global trade disorder

Trump's threats are destabilising. They canalsobe a
prod to launch much-needed domestic reform

RajaT KATHURIA

“NO TRADE IS free.” declares Dani Rodrik, a
Harvard economist who writes extensively

and policy. Hpar.
HEUS FEDERAL ch guesthat neries
noting that around th outlook has i . The volves sor f ion, cost, and/or
mwlnnpfmdu&derﬂh.ﬂsnmmlmud.zsmttSpuam.wMe strategic interest, Several others — including
I rather famously, Robert Lighthizer, the for-

course of this year, Chairman Jerome Powell struck a note of caution, uymg,"\hkrenm
pngmbemanynurrymnm"lkaknudlhnﬂu"nnrnlpolxymnmuwcll—po—
deal with the risks and e...(and that) the right thing todo

is to wait here for greater clarity about what the economy is doing™.
m prupcunm released by the kd. wh\:h punl mwmis slower economic growth,
m-uu-u[he

mer US Trade Representative (USTR) in the
first administration — have repeated
the sentiment, Lighthizer published a tome
in2023 by that title. A lawyer by training, he
dug in his heels for "fair trade” rather than
free trade, A i

strategic interests rather than unmitigated

~driven choice.

(median; Thanmkisnuﬁ‘uuandn'msmny-
ulermlnﬂwhmnmmﬂmmdeownm L7ptrtem.l\hnpute ing there i erfe jon i real
ick up, touching 2.7 per cent, up mu_hia trade are

of 2.5 per cent. And the unemployment rate is expected to inch up A per cent, f costless i in

fmmi}pﬁmﬁnﬂ.ﬂ h\mnlmtks.lunhmhtmvmaduh&epﬂmnmx

economics textbooks That said, both ideas are
...lhuulmm.wwyn

and th

has there over how US

P riffs, deficits will play

‘mimic fricti pas-

out, mwsmmmn-hmwmymmdrxlmulml&mudkc

tive from April 2, is weighing heavy. This will impact and firm
spending In February, The C Board's index fell to 98.3,
while the index of the St Louis upwards. Powell echoed

the sentiment, saying that there is “just really high uncertainty. What would you write
dm?"(whmnnhupm;m\s}1nrmm]m really hard to know how this is go-
JSGDP growth at-1.8 per

'sGDPNow

mmhﬁmmrcf"ﬂ“ adjusted annual rate March 18).
P ick tocriticise the Fed's policy jalmedi
form “The ICH Off CUTTING RATES as US tariffs start

to transition (ease! ) their way into the economy. Do the right thing" While Powell has
sought to assert the Fed's mdependem:z, the pressure from Trump is unlikely to abate,
Inani in global lhcmnuyw!llbtcxlenulmludeb

growth-

in, but v policy dr W

inflation dynamics.

A FRAGILE TRUCE

Along-lasting ceasefire remains a distant prospect

in West Asia, and peace even more so
AND y
19, there was a glimmer of hope for the war-torn Gaza Strip, much
dwhxhlesmmm&nmlttngundndulmmmmwamn
Day One, While
the first phase conc! March 1 for phase two — aimed at ending the
war with the total withdrawal of Israeli forces and the release of all hostages — never be-
puTummmnmmnknngmlmnp.lsudcmwadmdelenncuym

threa. ol i

Gaza, It rch 18, 400
people and left inj ing this, d launched
asforces ‘orridor, which divides the d south of Gaza.

With the war having all but resumed and the US expec

sible.
= 3 4 2
to the flow of goods and more recently, serv-
ices. No country, however, will voluntarily re-
duce tariffs and other barriers and hence, in
our collective wisdom, we established the
‘Warld Trade Organisation (WTO) to oversee
smooth trade with the threat of penalties on

policya

nations

That the nlryhsed trading system has
been undermined primarily by the US would
bc an understatement, The dnpue setrle—

mnksmtheusmeamsmmlmal-
ism by President Donald Trump that we are
witnessing today is hardly a new phenome-

non. Jagdish Bh, i was an

US actions are more
political than economic,
Make America Great Again
(MAGA) will not happen by
imposing tariffs all around.
America cannot efficiently
produce labour-intensive
manufactured products, or
even Apple phones
anymore. Yet, it earns the
lion’s share of the value
because of design and
intellectual property. The
greatness of America lies
therein and not in

criticof American trade policy, particularly in
the 1990s. At that time, the US employed its
domestic trade laws, like Section 301 of the
Trade Actof 1974, to one-sidedly coerce other
countries to change their trade policies out-
side the multilateral framework, He prophet-
ically stated that aggressive unilateralism
risked creating trade wars and fostering re-
taliation, which could destabilise the global

facturing stuff that
China and India can do
better. Paul Samuelson, an
American Nobel Laureate in
Economics, did say that
comparative advantage is a
very hard concept for people
to understand.

4 exrch : t

have d w8 competior i

outside the: setti

dent. In other words, when America decides
on its own that a foreign trading practice is
unacceptable and acts outside the rules-

the rule of law is effectively replaced by the
law of the jungle.
Sawiumiﬂ!mﬂl‘m.m&m

and India

itnot
the ELL The list of double standards is endless,
but India and other countries do not have the
mmemuuhmabellmnlm'l’umad
between the lines, Li T's comment on
play” seemstoi “all's fairina trade
war' o Jumryl\n-nan
Tubesun.- US actions are more political

President and his advisors feel aggrieved is
akin to a traffic violation in which the
wru«udpmydmdesmm!krhcnunrr
on the spot by physically overpowering the
alleged perpetrator, In the law of the jungle,
o g 2

than Make America Great Again
(MAGA) will not happen by imposing tariffs
all around. America cannot efficiently pro-
duce labour-intensive manufactured prod-
ucts, or even Apple phones anymoare. Yet, it
earns the lion's share of the value because of

upper
Atleast to start with. The civilised thing todo
would be to settle perceived harms by a
process established for the purpose,
Bhagwati's advice in 1992 to the US was, "It's
the process, stupid”

TheT: gung-ho ac-

design and i The great-
ness of America lies therein and not in man-
ufacturing stuff that China and India can do
better. Paul Samuelson, an American Nobel
Laureate i

y for peo-

tions have, as expected, provoked angry re-
sponses from Canada, Mexico and China, This
will mean additional costs for the US con-
sumer and producer, leading to an adverse
impact on GDP. India, on the other hand, has

ple

sen to accommeodate US threats by unilater-

ally reducing certain tariffs, The US is now

India's largest export market, and given the
2 s s

decided to reduce tariffs on ican im-
ports, leading Trump to gloat that he had “ex-
posed” India and its tariff regime. Inan inter-
national treaty-based trading regime, built
on give and take, every country feels ag-
grieved about concessions it has to make.
No policy is ever awin -win, there are win-
nersand losers, India too hasaright to feel ag-
grieved ﬂumsaux\llummdnsmile-
galunderW thelUS

than it has done, So far, we have reduced tar-
iffs on bourbon whisky and motorcycles. A
crisis, they say, is an opportunity. How many
times has India launched much-needed do-
mestic reform on the back of a crisis? This is
a perfect opportunity to signal to Indian in-
dustry that the walls of protection are irre-
versibly mmnl down, providing precious

for at least two free trade agree-

get away with billions of dollars of income

mentswiththe UK and the EL that India finds

support for farmers, That is because the sys-  itself negotiating,
mndu:m:sdamllmmnmasm US bullying is an opportunity to explore
iso feel new export markets and agreements, to
the G Systemn of F GSP) i yioliveup
under which it got ial access to the b ing viksit or P
L i y by 2047. 1t than we imagine.
capita income was $2,000. The Special and
Differential Treatment (S&DT) principle en- The writer is dean, School of Humanities
shrined and agreed to by all member nations and Social Sciences at Shiv Nadar University
i help ing nations do and professor of Economics,

devels

Views are personal
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T0O BE IMBIBED, NOT IMPOSED

The spread of Hindi must be through consent

port to Israel, West Asia, yet again, is being plunged into the dark. ADITHYA REDDY

The airstrikes are part of Israel’ gy vhich still
Mmm;smamymwammmmwmwwuhmu&ﬁnm MEM“:N"W"SN‘ETE
move to the second phase, Thi 1 snda - "
ulation already enduring hvuu ﬂr ion of theother: inother non-Hindi-
does not help inguis-
muanmlmmhmlrsdmmsMxmmMmﬁn tic the anti-Hindi
Ben)amm Netanyahu of “giving up” on them. k i i

The war h of right- In 1917, lor .ﬂ{mﬂnm‘@nm‘:

wing hawks who have ﬂllltd ualnﬂ every ceasefire proposal. One far- nyvt pﬂhnnan

is not correct to say that in Madras one can-
not do without English, | have successfully
used Hindi there for all my work." The preva-
lence of Urdu among Tamil Muslims and the
basic Hindi skills of communities making a

Mm;m over th

Votes crucial he leg-
istature, But the only way forward is not through 's politics
asusual It that mapsout an end to the war and the re-
turnof the hostages. Th in Arab-led plan fc

Gaza's reconstruction was presented to the US and Israel, but |tw¢smmd.&'dumu
Gazato rubble will not achieve Israel's goal of obliterating Hamas, The US has confirmed

that Hamas has alrudy recruited as many fighters as it had lost. Imermllzd vnulem:!.
1an aid. will

dialogue alune can Iud to a long-lasting ceasefire. Bul unnl the Isueh Pmne Minister

near i sites and in trade

centres meant that Hindi could not be an
“alien language”, The Dravidian movemnent

seemed to succeed in making it appear alien
to most Tamils. That may change with time.

The public response evoked by the DMK

government’s protests against the National

lone-l

md peace even more so.
Join FREE Telegram Channel hitps//t me/+Bu7senHpQdhlODg1

INTO THE LIGHT

In the space odyssey of Sunita Williams and Barry ‘Butch’
Wilmore, a reminder to focus on the blg picture

NEF

anti-Hindi ik
Even in 1986, the anti-Navodaya school agi-
tations led to 21 self-immolationsand 20000

y
After all, the NEP does not even mention Hindi
nnshlulcp:ﬂwllm!ymksmhehm—
efits of multilingualism. But the centrepiece
of the major anti-Hindi agitation in the late
1960s was also multilingualism, In recent

Gandhi did not call for a
state-imposed language
policy. In 1918, he issued an
appeal for six Tamil and
Telugu youths to come
forward, learn Hindi and
propagate the language in the
Madras Presidency. This led
to the formation of the
Dakshin Bharat Hindi
Prachar Sabha, a volunteer

peoples’ attitudes may be changing, the
Dravidian resistance is very much alive,

In 1903, Gandhi brought out Indian
Ace 2 s <

Tamil Nadu's Congress leaders who backed
the cause of a national language. Nationalist
leader Pasumpon Muthuramalinga Thevar

also wanted Hi i as the national lan-

languages — Hindi, Tamil Gujarati and English.
Some of his closest followers and associates
inthe Natal Satyagraha were Tamils, After re-
turning to India, he gave a call to make Hindi
the national lan; In later years, he may
have conceded that status to Hindustani,

to him, he also wanted a national language, A
village-centred, diverse society can rise to the
challenges of modern times only if its mem-

guage but wi
xplained by former Uni o)
ter VK RV Rao: “English as a language will
continue to be leamt even if it is not the offi-
mlhwthmnmﬁawilnm
of the
people. If Hindi could also be learnt in the
Roman script... one major obstacle to the
learning of Hindi by the non-Hindi regions
would have been removed.”

Asticle 351 of the Constitution has another

asacrifice Tamil
mm&hﬂ:nmnarﬂwumllydnr

It directs the Union to develop
Hindi *by assimilating without interfering
wu!nlswnms.ﬂwfmmnﬁundrst—

Tamil,

pngpolxy In 1918, helmdamppullnr

ind the other lan-
xuues of Indu sp«lﬁcd in the Eighth

sixTamiland Telug

H‘x r should e on

Madras | This led

where feasible, through bodies

of the Dakshin Bharat Hindi Prachar Sabha, a
volunteer mpmunnn, whlm has endumd
attacks

and encourage more voluntary activities for
d!spludd“u\dlﬂ!dulu!hasnhm-

The demand for a nmoml hn;\up did
notonly emanate as a “Hindutva™ ploy for uni-
formity. of

MmHmdustMomnalhwmlh

ber Mookerjee' schndln;of the pro-Hindi
lobby inthe Constituent Assembly: “If the pro-
tagonists of Hindi will pardon me for saying
50, had they not been perhaps so aggressive
in their demands and enforcement of Hindi,

SWITHALL times, however, it has been reported that organisation, which has Constituent Assembly. theywould have got whatever they wanted”
mdlavemmu!mofspx!mghmnlsﬂmtml ing that TamdeuhdﬂwhWMﬂtﬂuﬂ fured attacks and hostile mlndkmpoluy&b&sd(hpm The writeri i Madras
there is little that is routine or safe. But for those who can hang inthere,  prachar Sabhaamong southern states While — politics over the decades, dﬂﬂ"ﬂmmw.m‘m High Court
uriosity, hope and lash fortune, there re-
mains not just the possibility of greater glory but also a deeper understanding of the
workings of this fragile cosmos that is the human i i For Sunita
Williams and Barry ‘Butch' Wilmore, it began with a faulty Boeing Starfiner test flight in Y
jmehn)!ar MWheml!nddellﬁdayslm mdaysmmﬂunwnlmndl:dbe- MARCH 21, 1985, FORTY YEA.RS AGO
causeof the § horizons,
but also the sheer, amazing potential of human adaptability and endurance. PAK TROOPS REPULSED fired be ge ly peaceful, citing voter apathy,
By the time of their off the coast of in the Florida F ; lence in old Ershad's virtually assured mandate and ban
Williar 45676 195 milli PAKISTANI TROOPS MADE some attemptsto  the toll of the three days’ disturbances rose to malpollttalmtySmdxvmlanam
trs el nok qalify thei i who dislodge Indian troops from positions inthe 10, A state id 700 ing against the
1437 daysis ionin 1994 P Siachen glacier areaof Ladakh but all attempts din Dhaka
bk 2 ‘:I",‘;m pisidy Butwilla were thwarted, Defence Minister P V ity and C Police
a0 fokl tbe) He .y INDIA FOR PEACE
Pegry three flag meetings had been held at the sec-
ing by awoman, when she logged 62 hours mission. tor commanders’ level for a ceasefire prior to REFERENDUM EVE ANINDIAN INITIATIVE to halt the escalation of
Earth, ch d lection the delineation of the area that clearly fell the Iran-Iraq war appears to be taking shape.,
atatime.As the second Tr X offi it d ithi itory, But i MARTIALLAW FORCES were deployed topre-  This is evident from the decision to send the
: i = beeninconchusive, Rao added. vent violence on the eve of a referendumon  Minister of State for External Affairs,
Wedelay inthelvetom.] Wilieies i Wl " m’; h President H M Ershad's policies  Khursheed Alam Khan, and the Foreign

ttwykmwmwmnyemhhmdmmmm That in the larger scheme of things,

pathymammﬁcmnperdwalmmehylmshh-thmm

AHMEDABAD VIOLENCE

TWO PERSONS, INCLUDING a woman, were
killed and nine others injured as the police

during his three years of military rule,
ion leaders have called

for a general strike and boycott but most po-
litical observers predicted the polling would

SmaA?ﬂmmshm m?ﬂaﬂanﬂ
then to Tehran. Two emissaries

Minister are already in the area, having taken
important messages from Rajiv Gandhi.
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COMMENT

FERTILITY FIX

Balancingwomen’s choice
and State’sinterests

Should declining fertility

The prescription for low fm’iny is

Should it intervene in reproductive
decisions to address this serious de-

DECCANHERALD
Friday
March 21,2025

SPEAKOUT

Thegovernment has planned the Cauvery
Aartiat Sankey Tank as part of its water
conservation efforts, This

ispurely agovernment
programme...Thisisnota

political event.

DK Shivakumar, Karnataka Dy CM

force the State ooy s s hi Action expresses priorities.
concern, or should it up-
he return of the two NASA astronauts - Barry Wil- tointervenein uﬂrymdmmbydecp—mtdm hold the individual's right to choose. Mahatma Gandhi
more and Sunita Williams - who were stuck on- undone.  asitis expected to? History has shy
board the International Space Station (ISS) for nine reproductive decisions? o far, efforts by various countries to _that fertility trends are influenced by
months is a cause for celebration. Their splashdown off FANAEOA BB ol -mm*mﬂw trends - such as offer- - personal preferences and broader so- TO BE PRECISE
the Florida coast marks the end of an extended phase of oo
uncertainty that tested, and validated, capabilities of the TR KUAR d"”‘m&m have '"'V" thons alone. Countries such as Japan,
premier space agency in handling contingencies during lor decades, the world has grap-  forts to reverse declining fertility un pro-natalist policies such as cash in- AWE-INSPIRING!
space missions. The Boeing Starliner took off on its first pled with the fear of an impend-  derscores lhe ponm that lhc decision  centives, extended parental leave, and WHAT A GREAT
crewed flight with the astronauts in June 2024 on what ing human apocalypse brought  to have chi ik yet their fertility MAN. OUR FRIEND.
was conceived asan eight-day mission. Technical issuesin ;l]:on: by ::ll':t ’ . xr::uh' gj" "m -~' families. H(m.'w.f thm rates continue tnhﬁ%ﬂ(}ﬂ&\:ﬂu&tf .
is fear a great number of  gives rise to a fund. 3
::: :r;:l;::dmd:hc ﬁmnmmmm‘:g’oglﬂm debates and discussions, some of which m personal u-pmdnnlve chulm iy tocurb high lcnllilv m»v';a«s se-
- ledtothe [ family plannis state concerns over vere of a rapidl ageing
risks sp e P“’_‘f """f P across the world. These _ trends. Should states, meant 0 uphold l Inan effort this
seen deaths, injuries in and other unexp P primarily focused on trend, it has repeatedly revised its pol-
events. P 1 Ipedavert P " plive usage 10 de- icies, but with little success in boosting -3
hincid Wil d Williar i iculs laythei 4 ) d most hmh rates, Anm o wshhwzv:gt
trention also because repeated atte mb th imp bth ded towards higher fertility can also i
e e L =2"]
ineatanunp ted rate which is cessive pro-natalist messaging by o
mcm"““’,"?f‘"d their return -inaSpaceX Drag- now being considered one of humani- state sparked public backlash.
It sense of relief ty'sbiggest challenges. The challenge for India, theref
because the astronauts had generated global interest Theglobal total fertiliy rate (TFR) has s not simply to boost birth rates, but to
on multiple counts: the causes of from around five children per do 0 without encroaching on person- INPERSPECTIVE
the snag were widely discussed: = womanin 1950 to 2.3 children per wom- al freedoms or reinforcing traditional .. .
there were also concerns about JSULTLI] ”“m%mm'f"‘“d Wﬂz‘mmﬁw burden of Gabbard V]Slt Slgna]S
the astronauts’ well-being though PRI ﬁ::m:m} vasable o kower it TFR g Authebeartoltisdebae s . p
m between 3 women
disrupted. India had a special in- [CACIELY Thedevelopednationsinparticulrare peciedtaprioriise nadona Strateglc Sh]ﬂ
terest in the situation as Williams  JRETIIAN T deeperisis. The TFR has pl over their personal aspirations? Par-
is of Indian origin. Prime Minister SN URe b | ticularly, in this country, women have ¥ B
Narendra Modi has welcomed the of 2] chikdren per woman fnrmumrlrs fought hard for career opportunities, Itsetsup India-US  flict. Furthermore, Gabbard
return of Wilmore and Williams, LU LI ) economic independence, and repro- collaborationin ~ ddressed the threat posed
callingtheirlongstay“atestofgrit, RG] Germany, Spaln the UK, the US nnd bndwidulzl rights, intervene in My ?mr:':mono'zy hxd«ndd‘ct Fore- broadésareasof mhimhhﬂﬂe&mk
many ot ing tl into having more children, defended
courage and the boundless human - JFSTRR many - mpudmhbmrslmw.‘ should women, who have Iungfvu;hx through incentives or systemic intelli taryactions against the Houth
spirit.” He hasalsoinvited Williams 0 p for and equlhly pnonun En:ssurc would only undermine the defence, Imdhﬂcn,cc' is,arguing that their attackson
tovisit India, ————— | securitysch doverall jonal their ard-won gains in gender equality. and counterterrorism shippingin the Red
Williams is now the American nomic stowdown, Low fertility and population mns For India to arrive at a solution, a bal- Seahavedisruptedglobal trade
astronaut with the second-longest combined time in The success of family planning pro-  are two sides uf the same min and ln anced approach is required. It must ANAND KUMAR and commerce. Her comments
Shehasspent 608 days over threevisits tothe space mes, however, was never solely  diais not repeat the mistake it made in the . reflect the Trump administra-
pace. pe ys mponsible for the global fertility da As fertility rates dcdim across most  formative years of its family planning jon's mark aggressive

station, The astronauts have returned safely but their full

cline. Immediately post-World War

ver the
India and the Unit- stance on counterterrorism

states, thy amme s
recovery may take a long time, perhaps months, They 11, there was a *baby boom”; fertility & ily rising. India’s el popula- p.‘.‘éy b h . ed States - two of tht and negumal security which
have been shifted for various tests to assess the impact rates rose sharply as births delayed  tion 1 10'%, is proj lmmd of locming on increasing world's hngea en
of their long stay in ;plcc Their examination can also due to the war and tension eventu wduublﬂomzﬂ%byzoso - fer ., have ~dsig n cl mrdqu mlnmnﬁvqwmu_'»
lead to better und g of conditions in the station took place once stability was res While i ¢ an where having | er. ng their strate-  ati thA
and help address similar u(uauons that may arise in the In the following decades, there vn:rc mdllervzmnqmwnwuds chlldrm is bmh a viable choice and a | dhip. She d serious con-
i A fresh i ill " h multiple socio-economic changes in - population ageing, the declining fer-  desirable one. This includes ensuring Despite US President Donald  cerns over the persecution of
uture. A fresh international crew will now co the the developed countries in the form  tility reduces the proportion of young  affordable childcare, equal career op- | Trump's tariff wars and poli-  religious minorities in Bangla-
standard six-month mission in the ISS, which is a symbol of increased literacy, development in - people entering the workforce, pre- - portunities for both parents, work-life | cies that have disrupted glob- ~ desh and the rise of extremist
of international cooperation. While the mission ended women's status and broader attitudi- venting the natural of balance, altradeand 1l groups in the country. India
with happy waves and thumbs-up signs on touchdown, it nal shifts in individuals, all of which ~ theworkforce. Wich ing-age sib-lmeslllndmrufynmsmmn India and the US have sought  shares similar concerns, given
wasmsurpnwthalmmeearll\lypuhlicswasalwal play, resulted in the dramatic decline in fer- idualsto supportagrowing future, it must move | 1o explore avenues for deeper Esg:ogl?phcnlmmyam
in the [urm of nlmms and m:\mnons regarding reasons tility.F plan-  popul ncr bqrmd numerical targets and focus yond T | riencewith lsla-
thatled and the delayin ning programmes was an outcome of on holistic social reforms thatempow- | iccooperation, particularly in - mist militancy in Bangladesh
tothe fthe Y broader socio-economic and cultural - Unlike developed nauons.v-hkh grew  er individuals to make reproductive defence, security, and intelli- - Gabbard’s remarks also
their return to earth. shifts occurring across societies. Im-  rich before they aged, India faces the - choices without the fear of economic gencesharing, A greater nlhmmem
in growing risk of growing old before  or societal penalties. In this evolving geopolitical  the US and India in addressing
wvrr mmmiam driven by rising In- becoming prosperous. (Paramita Is a doctoral fellow at landscape, the recent visit of  terrorism in South Asia, an
the International Institute for TukiGabbard, the US D) hered
Cl‘ack dow‘l on child-rearing individuals to Mu tion Sciences, Mumbai; Nitinis | of National Intelligence.tolndia  could be mutually beneficial
dchymwmd childbirth, leading ~ As Indi ing fertil- the Indian Council | has injected new momentum
. toadramaticdecline in ferility. ity, the state faces a dnm:uk quadan a[Sm‘mlSamRm’dn Dethi) into the bilateral Anew era in India-US ties?
]“e@l hostels Hervisitsignabsashifttowardsa Gabband's visit marks a pivot-
hensi a!mnmcmmlndeSmh
tragic deaths of two students following a food idimensionaleng: Lun- - tions, si ashift from a
puisomng incident ata private school in Mllavalh in RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE i . primarily economic focus toa
I itserveasagr e et b s e
“K‘"m"w i irali A t bO tl" St complex global challenges, in-  gence, and counterterrorism
f I ignored. wtm mned Cu a Ve e re cluding security threats, eco-  cooperation. Tm: multidi-
as(ﬂnmc “ n:bynlnmlbml Juriog ol 1 i sed make my first incisi daunting ~ Several fter | passed f m“:inmwhﬂcwmlh th l 5bobll
lmm»a nnanmoﬂl mhnngmy rmedintoa (8] () my first incision was a years after I p out o ing economic  the '-‘W“ﬂs security
d hod s :d_“l gnmm.gmmt. Y b mln and | n.-memlrrmnblilg wilh Class 12, Hearned that the government wll: where cmu?ung
people, including the students of Gokula Vidya Samsthe, ses dissectingrats, bug et vt e it Sawctin e | Eereuiona: ‘*‘“‘“g‘;","-" sreas coceadice conrdiont-
i i o nausea at the sight of ¢ col s. h hts a er internati responses.
M)’ ill. 'l‘hls mﬂdc’“ “'Wld actasa wake-up c_'" for timesare changing creature to be dissected. ourjunk high-level i w’\‘nm Na- Tt also signals a recalibration
pi lﬂd i y As | recollect those moments, [ re-  we faced. The government has brought tional S«\m(y Advisor (NSA)  of US policy priorities
h p! ;.,....‘ safety over m, e SRIPRIVA SATISH alise that many of my classmates, in-  in more humane alternative meth- | AjitDovaland DefenceMinister  under the administra-
Th dfood lied by a local ¢ i cluding ms. hated those prncu:ll ses ods like 3D models and virtual tools, Rajnath Singh featured discus-  tion. For India, this presents
pressi professtolearn and to teach anat- nom Butifit were not for our biology  providing a superior learning experi- sions centred on key security  an opportunity to deepen its
ﬂﬂm;mlw lr:vg;::':.:“?} those h hd q"vmhm Iomy not from books but from  teacher’ ence. Now, students have the advan- hall including therising  strategic with the
he been di '?"a fatoss of Ji i not from the tenets  we would have never withstood our  tage of exploring anatomy in depth, threatof Khalistaniextremism.  US, particularly in areas of
ve since been discharged, U young lives cannot of philosophers but from the fabricof  practical classes. [ recall a particularly  without causing any harm to animals. Indiaexpressedconcemsabout - mutual interest such as coun-
be undone. The hotel owner, defending his reputation, nature.” This timel by William  challenging session where one of my  Thus, ethical practices are being sup- | theactivitiesof extremist Khal- - tering terrorism, maintaining
claimsa K‘yyarh:slm'ynl almn;forgmcmmcmcvwm Harvey, lish physici cl had to dissect a pregnant  ported more, istani dthe US i d ing
without p"lor complaints. He has called for a detail M.‘ e rvehol‘the ctl r“' rat. Ihi::ga; :ns'v:"ut'?mﬁ_mlya’l‘:k o ] RICAd ooy o 1 10 d - d'grrhn: |¢rm\ak‘ i nngr:::v:mmmm T
suggest m, botngc u ling the ma natural  very sight of it. Another time, there  rience wit e najourney | organisations, marks an at
ngc:':l &:’:m :‘imc b||1(yo( sa world. However, it also sparks ethical - was a rat on the di jon table with  ofboth 'L i ‘j The shift, as India seeks  alogue in Ncw Delhi, Gabbard
isindeed nted 80 ine whc(hcr the m:dy debates a‘bmu_ snn;:ﬁcllng innocent nmmbbmg'h?:lmmm psaed.my € PoOr crea ?Euer o lro::'(:f me us' mmm:
stemmed '_" om negligence or foul This quote reminds me of my high my nmnldlmllc more compassionate world. As more hatth isnational  India. Unds ingth
play. More importantly, the tragedy choold dtodi luable od: modern teaching methods have come scwn‘ty tance of mdmmoashmnr,
highlights the dire need to enforce  JlEIE inour biology practical. I vividly recall — al insights from all this, the question  into existence, it is clear that learning Intelli haring mech- and emerging
gul y igh i jonal ITIU expose the first session of our practical class.  of ethics remained. Though we can  the anatomy of living creatures need anisms are also in focus - both  technologies such as artificial
and residential institutions. Shock- ) Ve lis pinfi fthy . Ienm the anatomy of a species only  not come at the costof empathy. countries recognise the need mldhgcm: (A1), she stressed
ingly,theschoolinquestionw risks posed by ble, each with a rat todi jon, as William Harvvy As Albert Einstein said, “Ifa man | for a robust security partner-  the need for timely and rele-
oy q op- unauthorised from. Thesmellof formalin, a preserv-  stated in hu quote, mng creatures aspires towards a righteous life, his ship to counter vant i porting to
erating an _ll-k@l ||°"¢L.l fw ‘]}M ative for biological specimens, still lin- studywas  first act of abstinence is from injuryto | threats, including terrorism  enhance security
only amplifies the administrative BTSN gers in my mind, Taking the scalpel to ~ overwhelming. . Food for thought! and cyber warfare. India has  She described the Trump
negligence. The Karnataka Child food isjust one been vocal about the destabi- — administration's foreign policy
Rights Observatory haswamed that L E— = = — lising lnlhmcc of extremist  vision as motcd in rcdnsm.
numerous schools across the state LETTERS TO THE EDITOR from for Al becuring

horicad hostel

mechlldren toarangeof risks-unsafe food being just one.
This burcaucratic apathy is a ticking time bomb, threaten-
ing the well-being of countless students.

The government must la.kc decisive action and crack
d illegalh 1y onpkd with manda-

toryregular
plhncc wi(h basnc salety md hypcnc standards. Schools
rtified in-house
kitchens, and Ichovcr or unsupervised food donations
should be bnnned Clear accountability mmures. lnclud
ing wlu“l hy

norms, must be instituted. While philanthropy is a noble

History, however irrelevant, cannot be erased

Apropos ‘Political aﬁ;ﬁdm cannot erase history’
(Apr 20), the editorial serves a fitting response to RSS
national publicity head Sunil Ambekar's statement
longer relevant. This statement
has emboldened n;ln—wm;outﬁu and RSS affiliates
b's tomb in Mahar-
ashtra’s Khuldabwd threatening to raze it like the Babri
Masjid. By treating Aurangzeb’s tomb as a symbol of

that Aurangzeb isno

Don’twhitewash history

Apropos ‘Political aggression cannot

Rethink language policy

The NEP 2020 Three- Languay

dwelling in

bigotry, intolerance, and aggression, these groups are
Strring up unnecessary
2¢eb is relevant or not is a matter of personal opinion.

However, the fact remains that he is an undeniable part
of history. History teaches us that we can
learning from past mistakes. It is unfortunate that some
people seem to be:
M Basavaraj, Davangere

controversy, Whether Aurang-

wiser by
the past.

national unity and cultural diversity,
enl

hancing history and geography
curricula would be more effective,

p‘,"?“"‘ dt.mors shouh!lzegmdcdloworhhmugjl ""3"{“' erase history’ (Mar 20), whileitis Policy seems increasingly irrelevant  ensuring a deeper understanding
progy true that history cannot and should  in the Al era. Ad van, translation  of Ind:undl hmuge rather than
sising food safety and liability. The Malavalli incident is not not be erased, it should ulwnotbc  effor ..wmn
mav:lyacmo"ood potsonmg itisa lmlun:of lhcsysmm guage ¢ learning.
itsmostvuls .;;. i nnlplh lsbc{rmd(}mbl mcdlormullnpkhh#mgtmumh Sandeep Shande, Bengaluru
mmmmmm m.mm_“ uires l AL sevel laces of worship were ments in early schooling. Rat!
reform, heigh ‘pun o and by Mughals. Their acts than burdening primary school Our readers are welcorme 10 emal leters o
ot s o( lom and damxmon should also children with excessive language in- (ordy letters
a cultural shift towards stood in the ion, the pedagogy should focus  emared - not handwritten - wil be accepted
Only then can we ensure that goocmll does not become nghl light. on building vocational skills, sports, Al etters must carry the sender's postal
agateway togrief. Shreeram jpe. Bengalury and practical learning. To foster address and phone Fmbey.

peace through strength.” Her
remarks underscored the
strong economic and security
foundation laid by President
Trump and Prime Minister
Modi, reinforcing the signifi-
(Indio 1 1S collaborats

groups
eign soil, particularly those
exploiting Western democra-
dﬁ w0 lurlhcr their agendas.
The Khalistani movement,
which has found some sup-
port in the US, Canada, and
the UK, has been a persi
concern for Indian authori-
ties. Gabbard's discussions global challenges.
with Indian officials indicatea ~ The National Intelligence
growingrecognitionwithinthe l)rmnn visit to India has
USadmi ion of the need d the growing depth
d ity of India-US re-
lations. By addressing India's
concerns about Khalistani
extremism, advocating for
stronger measures against
Islamust terrorist groups, and
highlighting the US'interest in
ghobal peace and security, she
has helped set the stage for a
new phase of collaboration be-

in addressing contemporary

and financial networks linked
tosuch groups.
Gabbard took the opportu-
nity to elaborate on the Trump
Adm-nmmmm global secu-
ity approach, particularly in
rdnwn to the Russia-Ukraine
tensions and Middle Eastern
conflicts. She emphasised that
President Ty s admini

between Russia and Ukraine,
wntkmgmmsupucdul
the ongoing con-  Studies and Analyses)
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Rajasthan’s coaching centre Bill, why it has been criticised

HAMZA KHAN
JAIPUR, MARCH 20

FOLLOWING YEARS of demands for such leg-

islation, a Bill for regulating coaching centres

was tabled in the Rajasthan Legislative
onTh 1

The creation of a high-pressure academic

What

Billsay?
Thc mvemmml said lhc Bill aims to

And what are the differences?
In line with [ulddtnes an nﬂler draft
re 16

stitutes and

aframrwortpﬂoﬁlmn;me well-btlmand
success of students”.

It seeks to mandate minimum quality
standards, the registration of coaching cen-
tres, and ps; al counselling for stu-

m in citfes like Kota and Jaipur, with  dents. The Centre's January 2024 guidelines

ing centres and residential schools to  for the regulation of coaching centres pro-

pmcdapenalryd&liooohruwﬁmw

ams, has p callsfor lation. For jons and Rs 1 lakh for a sec-

more l ofstu-  ond violation, followed by [ of
dent suicides have b devery year b violation(s).

However, the Rajasthan Coaching Centres Theublrdversm:m the first fine at Rs

(Control and Regulation ) Bill, 2025, has re-
ceived some criticism for diluting certain

some of the Union Education Ministry's
guidelines on the issue.

2 lakh and Rs 5 lakh for the second offence,
followed by cancellation of the centre’s reg-
istration. This is one aspect where the Bill's
provisions are more stringent compared to
the drafts or guidelines.

W] SCIENCE |

VOYAGE OF THEIGUANAS: HOW THEY
TRAVELLED FROM AMERICASTO FLJI

FOR DECADES, the native iguanas of Fiji
and Tonga have presented an evolution-
ary mystery.

Every other living iguana species
dwells in the Americas, from southwest-
ern US to the Caribbean and parts of
South America, So how could a handful

of have ended upon
two islands in the South Pacific?

In research published on Monday in
the Proceedings of the National Academy

of Sciences, Simon G Scarpetta, anevolu- A Fijlan

tionary biologist at the University of San
Francisco, and his colleagues make the
case that the ancestors of Fiji's iguanas
crossed on mats of floating vegetation,
Such a voyage across nearly 8 000 km
of open ocean would be the longest
known by a non-human vertebrate.

An incredible challenge
Rafting — the term scientists use for
hitching a ride across oceans on uprooted
trees or tangles of plants — has long been
recognised as a way for small creatures

L

genus, Brac!
closest relatives.

crested iguana on a coconut
palm on the island of Fiji in the
South Pacific. me wr

species — which belong to a distinct

years
of age or )uvt rnpkn'd xmndary school
examinations can be enrolled in coaching
centres. However, the tabled version has no

he centres

much later, An earfier version of the Illl man-
dated biometric attendance through face
recognition technology. If a student was ab-
sent for more than two days without prior
intimation, the centres were “to inform the

against any applicant/ student on the basis
of religion, race, caste, sex, place of birth, de-
scent ete, during the admission and teach-
ing process”,

W Centres may also make special provi-

greater

Carmnskea Abilh "

the
Bill has been drafted “in guidance of the
coaching centres”. Its spokesperson
Abhishek Jain Bittu said that the Bill should
have a provision for a committee to deter-
mine the fees charged by coaching centres.

mention of the age criteria, parents”, it said. The Bill has no such provi-  students from vulnerable communities, in- The Bill is expected to come up for de-
Coaching centres could stand to benefit  sion for attendance. cluding frmalr students and differently  bate and passage on Friday. Leader of
in the absence of such a provi- WA draft also stated that andsur- O Tika Ram Jully from the
sion, especially those in Kota, coaching centres "shall abide  rounding premises lhouldcomplywnhﬂw Congress uld that the earlier draft had
Having become a hub for engi- by the orders issued by lhe Rights of Persons Act, 2016, | the 16-year age cri-
neering and medical college as- LAw state government he draft, teria "but now the government is again
pirants, the city has wi national holidays, Jocal holi-  but have b«n omitted in the Bill planning to burden the students”.
a decline in student enroliments more re-  days as declared by the District Culm "It seems as if the m government has
cently. The Centre in addi festivals”. While th What next? connived with the again
bad press over student suicides and the should try I G have fl mhxﬂrmmterh"hrudmkmmdﬂ-
emergenceof new hubs inother partsof the  incide with k:tlvzb itomits mentionofna-  the need for forcen- and the Bill,
country, are seen as the likely factors. tional and local holidays. tres in case of student suicides and de- It seems the government doesn't want to
Here are some of the other key points of W The guidelines had pushed for greater  manded measures tocurb the arbitrary fees  bring a strong Bill. We will oppose this and

difference:
Win some cases, students went missing

AGGAM WALIA & ANIL SASI
NEW DELHI. MARCH 20

THE FOCUS on rapid expansion of renew-
ables in the absence of energy storage sys-
tems, especially over the past decade, is now
reasing inthe coun-
try's electricity grid, with power shortages
projected to rise sharply in May and June.
The problem has been compounded by
the policy decision taken about 10 years ago
| which pro-

- split

After sampling the genetics from 14

living iguana species, the researchers
found that the Figlan species’ closest living
relatives were the genus Dipsosaurus, a
group of desert iguanas found in the

and

to reach islands. But this is generally seen
amonyg invertehrates, whose small size
means they can survive a long way inan

Mexico. The team’s analysis suggested
that the two genuses split around 30 mil-
lion and 34 million years ago.

That timing is impomgm This mx

lizards and snakes seem to be able to raft

their slower metabolism allows them to
fast for a long time,

lh:- mld

andhmurmh-puhal thattimewould
have made it impossible for any lineage of

Iguana species have proved adept at
making shorter crossings. In 1995, scien-
atleast 15 g

Asta or Australia from the Ammus.:nd
then hop tothe Pacific iskands.

ing more
1. nother And

“best h

e tal i

™ " mn

vides critical baseload support to the grid
during evenings in the summer months,
rhen sol, dirss and d "

mains high.

The mess in the distribution side — almost
entirely on account of the unwillingness of
states to plug revenue leaks in the retail end
of the electricity sector — is made worse by
mmurmnwnmormmmmn

inclusivity and accessibility, stating that the
coaching centres “shall not discriminate

they charge.
Criticising the Bill, parents' organisation

The looming power shortage

As the summer closes in on India, grid managers are worried. There's a generation squeeze in non-solar
hours, and the expansion of renewables has not been matched by increase in storage capacity

RE®
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State Chief Ministers at the Global Renewable Energy Investors' Meet and Expo in
Candh i 2024, Bupendra

by
lendll- utilities, government officials said.
There's a thermal squeeze
in the non-solar hours...
More than 21 gigawatt (GW) of renewable

energy capacity, exchuding large hydro, was
added between April and January of the on-

mmpmm;nmlsscv'l-m\’mﬁ
large hydro, it is a litthe more than 212 GW.
I 1)

Join FREE Whatsapp Channel https://wh

an2VRBGRGIOKH6 IO

from ISBGVVInmlﬂ-IQmZSOGWIn 2004
25, and is projected to touch 270 GW this
summer.

But with rising demand and increasing
reliance on solar and wind, which have
grown from 72 GW in 2019-2020 to more
than 150 GW in February, grid stability is a
growang concern.

ranges from 4,7%in the best-case scenario to
20.1% in the median scenario.
“Shortages are more likely to occur dur-
ing non-solar hours in May, June, july, and
August 2025, It could also be inferred that
meeting maximum demand during solar

give our suggestions and would hope that
they are included,” he said.

. Over the years, BESS prices have come

viable for developers, Still, capacity addition
in Indlia has been slow.

In 2024, tenders to develop projects
with 3.6 GW, or 8.1 GW-hour, of standalone
BESS were floated by various agencies, ac-
cording to Mercom. India needs 208,25
GWh of BESS by 2030, according to an esti-
mate by the Council on Energy,
Environment and Water (CEEW).

In the final quarter of the ongoing fiscal,
the NLDC projected an addition of 4 GWh of
BESS and 7.3 GWh of PSP. In 2025-26, it ex-
pects another 13 GWh of BESS and 8.9 GWh
of PSP to come online.

After policy missteps, an
emergency suggestion

Tohelp increase active generation capac-
ity. NLDC has suggested invoking emergency
powers under Section 11 of the Electricity
Act, 2003 to require imported coal-based
phants to run at higher capacities,

*..Given their higher generation costs,
these stations are generally dispatched less
frequently. However, during periods of sys-
tem stress, their optimal utilization can play
a crucial role in meeting peak demand,” it

hours is not an issue,
nificantly contributes to supply adequacy

mm:ﬁnwh‘aymtﬁnl(frm- i Rh b Incompuioe o In late Febmxy. unseasonal cloud cover  during these periods,” the report said.
cestors of the iguanas of the is further y s at A over i d
[ the nearty P the fact three- to fou h However, unlike thermal capacities, { harp dip in gri fre. Energy storage systems are
South Americaon bobbing ion, ing would have been roughly the length which can be ramped up and down as re-  quency,and a scare for grid managers. Rapid ~ Key to ensure grid stability

A crossing to the South Pacific is-  of creatures' winter hibernation, mean- quis likesolar  demand-supply 1 h the grid-stability challenge
lands, however, represents an almost  ing the lizards could have made the voy- and wind mlyonwedﬁulmosphn:cm- absence of energy storage: cancause  posed by intermittent renewables, the
unimaginable challenge. This has led  age without starving. Also, lling on ditions Sn.mhtpownn wrid frequency deviations, which.if not con-  Central Electricity Authority (CEA), a state-
many scientists to argue that the igua-  vegetation would have provided the her- produced only durlng the day, and wind  trolled, may necessitate forced load shed- — owned planning body for the power sector,
nas were the remnant of an extinct  bivores with a steady source of food. when speeds are sufficiently high. ding to prevent system instability. issued an urgent advisory on February 18,
group, one that had possibly crossed Evolutionary genetecist Hamish G pe India's top grid operator is anticipating  calling for energy storage systems to be co-
over land from the Americas to Asiaor  Spencerof the University of Otago said the inthe aftermoon and leav-  power tages from April to October, and  located with solar projects,
Australia, and then made the relatively  study adds to a growing body of research I May and June ne have been flagged as "high- Battery energy storage systems (BESS)

risk:

casier crossing to Fift and Tonga,
Timing is everything

suggesting that “long-distance dispersal is
far more important in the evolutionary
history of many animal groups than had

Scarpetta’
by trying to workout when F\jun iguana
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Simple, open-air tomb

thodax Sunni Muslim, who abjured osten-
tationof all kinds.

A PROTEST by Hindu de-
manding the removal of the tomb of the

and arsan in Nagpur this week.
Aurangzeb, who ruled for almost a half
from 1658 until his death in 1707, is

buried in Kh Mabh,

a llmuelnnn inkoeping with Islamic aus-

. His grave lies inside the complex of

lhc jangah (shrine) of Sheikh Zainuddin, a

14th-century Chishti saint,” historian Ali

Nadeem Rezavi of Aligarh Muslim
said,

din s

and spiritual significance in
medieval times.

| HISTORY |

Also buried in the complex
are Azam Shah, one of
Aurangzed’s sons who briefly
succeeded him as emperor,

their farthest extent umkr Aurangzeb;
however the emperor spent the last years
of his life trying to prevent his vast empire
from collapsing around him.

Aurangzeb was on a campaign against
the Marathas in the Deccan when he died,
aged almost 90 years,

Nizam of Hy
M)ahl(ﬂMLMMalhh'lmthe
second Nizam, Nasir Jung (1748-50).
The American hhmmn Catherine B,
Asher described

emperors open-air grave,
his final whhu. was marlmd by asimple

gap. time
across North India switch on air conditioners.

Tomeet hyldmund in m-sd.lrm
baseload
up, However, since India’s ml%mrd lhrr-
mal capacity has grown just 7% from the 206
GWin 2019-20. it is increasingly unavailable
to bridge the shortfall,

Until recently, grid operators had the
room to ramp up the plant load factor (PLF)
of thermal capacities, including gas — this
was because about 92 GW of thermal capac-
ity was added between 2012 and 2017,

Now, thermal plants are already running
at high PLFs during non-solar hours, and
stepping up further is more difficult.

..And power shortages
are expected this summer
India's peak power demand has surged

months”, According to the National Load
Despatch Centre (NLDC), unmet electricity
demand could reach 15-20 GW, especially
during non-solar hours,

and pumped storage plants (PSP) can store
surplus solar power during the day and re-
lease it when demand surges outside day-
light hours,

To manage intermittency, utilities are
keeping its on standby, but
this comes at a high cost.

“The concept of renewables achieving
grid parity is proving to be a farce. If the cost
of standby thermal power is taken into ac-
count, renewable power is now almost twice
its cost on paper,” an expert closely associ-
ated with the capacity addition plan told The
Indian Express,

Policy missteps over the past decade are
now coming home to roast. The Union Power
Ministry’s National Electricity Plan (2017-22)
had effectively ruled out fresh thermal ca-
pacity additions beyond 2022, apart from the
50GW of under-construction projects,

The plan focused almost entirely on scal-
Irzcu‘r renewables. Also, imported coal-

projects were actively discouraged,
primarily in the wake of spiralling global

In January, The Indian Express reported
that multiple under-construction thermal
plants were facing delays due to theft and
Nrn. slow civil works, and raw material

“May 2025 is the most critical month, fol- While India's total renewable energy ca-
lowed by other high-demand summer  pacity has crossed 200GW, theinstalled en-  coal prices,
mondn The dm sumestnha mn'm wul-  ergy storage capacity was just under 5 GW
(4.75 GW of PSP and 0.11 GW of BESS) until
m.hh!ydmmmkdmwswmn- end-2024,
tial variability in “The timely BESS and
NLDC said in a report released in January, PSP....is crucial d stability and

In the best-case scenario, the loss of load
probability (LOLP) — a measure of the likeli-
hood that electricity demand will exceed
supply — is estimated at 19% for May. In the

median scenario, the LOLP rises sharply to
3y i Imost

managing peak demand efficiently. Any de-
lays in their deployment could exacerbate
energy shortages, particularly during high-
demand months and non-solar hours,
Ensuring these resources are available as

ity

chance that supply will fall short,
For June, the probability of a shortfall

's tomb in Khuldabad, Mah.

p

Since the planning mmrp ol’ 2016 17,
SOME Corec
~arenewed push lnr mxlcar generation in
fleet mode, ther
mal capacities, importing coal to restart idle
phnu. and pollcy shifts such as the latest

forall new

mlny risks," the NLDC report noted, -

wlar projects,

Join FREE Telegram Channel httpsi//t.me/+ BuZsenHpOdhiODg 1

Aurangzeb’s tomb in Khuldabad, at the centre of violent protests in Nagpur

tieth century it was faced with white mar-
bkmwwunmmhwﬂlwphnu

planted”translated by S adunath Sarkar)

he tithe of Khuld-Ml

might grow” (The New
mmmmummlmu 1992)

erected on the orders of Lord Curzon, who
was the Viceroy of India from 1899 to 1905,
Buried with a Sufi saint
Adetailed n of Aurangzeb's
burial is found in Saqi Musta'd Khan's
Moasir-i acontemporary account
of the emperor's
*...According to His Majesty's last will, he
was buried in the courtyard of the tomb of
Shaikh Zainuddin [at Rauza, near

kani, or one who resides in etemity.
Other Mughal graves

ilar mha';rths ol&-rmja;n Ara, who
dargah in Delhi, It is very different from the

sprawling garden tombs of his predecessors,
the first five Mughals, Babur, Humayun,
Akbar, Jahangir, and Shah Jahan,

‘The best known Mughal tomb is the Taj
Mahal in Agra, where Shah Jahan and his
favourite wife Mumtaz Mahal are buried.

peror in his own lifetime., m‘;‘l:rvv,!:i';t‘:;
platform (chabutra) over his grave, not ex-
ceeding three yards in length, two and half

hﬂycalil_lyinn!nidﬁhk has been filled

Agra, inalange garden

ly twen-
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Time foraresetin
India-Canada ties

New contexts provide ballast for both nations
to cement a relationship based on mutual
respect and commitment to free trade

ith Justin Trudeau stepping down as
Canada’s prime minister, a shift in the
country's politics was expected, especially
Iucnppmcmwkh India. A recalibration
inbil d because of the
radical mhlmhe Donnld Trumpadministration’s
approach towards Canada. Trump's transactional
foreign-policy stance has Canada in the crosshairs, and
his challenge to Ottawa's sovereignty itself has
dthed, of the once close relationsh
The India-Canada relationship cratered after Trudeau
alleged that Indian government agents were involved
in the killing of pro-Khalistan separatist Hardeep Singh
Nmnr InJ une 2023, nnd since then, both sides have
P ken steps that dtoa
1 ol dipl e

Howevef even mmughthewm patches inthe
diplomatic relationship, security agencies on both
sides continued their behind-the
toaddress a range of concerns, After yetanother
rupture last October, the two sides appear to have
picked up the pleces again, a move no doubt hastened
by Trudeau's exit. This conversation has produced
some results, including cooperation in combating
trans-national crime and possibility of high

being sent to each other’s capitals as
reported by Hindustan Times.

Thereare compelling reasons for getting the India-
Canada relationship back on track, including the
presence in Canada of one of the largest Indian
diaspora communities. In addition to nearty L8 million
Canadiansof Indian origin, the country hosts one
million non-resident Indians. Two-way trade in goods
and services was worthabout $18.18 billion in 2023
while Canadian pension funds have invested more
than $52 billion in India. Canada's growing trade woes
with the US offer an opportunity for New Delhi and
Ottawa to resume: neguhﬂons for atrade deal.

Atthesame time, the of contact b
security agencies should beused to address the
Khalistan issue away from the public glare. For far too
long, a small band of pro-Khalistan separatists have
benefited from the oxygen provided by the focus on
their activities, Canada will need new friends and it
suits New Delhi and Ottawa to reset their ties after the
short blip following the nofse over the killing of a pro-
Khallmn upamht Hopefully, Camdn would also

the folly of
groups and ideologies inimical 1o Indian interests. Both
countries have much to gain by cementinga
relationship based on shared democratic values,
mutual respect and commitment to free trade.

FFarm reforms need
anew imagination

rotests are an important component of a thriving
democracy. But, at times, they can lose salience
and appear bereft of logie. The mobilisation by
some farmers’ organisations in Punjab, which has
uchltved nexttomd\lmmeplaq\nd-dowrwﬁhe
h and
Hnmm for more than a year, falls in this category.
farmers are now being forcibly
mumd by the Punjab government. Indian
mk'unun' faces a serious viability crisis. This h u-ue in
even the ively more pi
Punjab and Harynnmmecrlslsln these states ls more
complicated because of sustainability issues, which
have worsened because of counter-productive policy
nudge. This calls for urgent discussion and resolution,
Farmers prevailed when the government tried to
push pro-market reforms in the sector during the
paMcmlcmswmryslnMd havepmmpted amore
i I on therej of farming
In mecounny Thewbuequ-m obduracy around
guaranteed MSP by protesting farmers was the exact
opposite of what was required. It is not surprising that
the so-called movement made more news about the
health of those on hunger striker than content (a farm
policy that benefits everyone). Meanwhile, non-NDA
parties have used this to target the Centre rather than
engage in a much-needed debate on agriculture,
Agriculture’s future cannot be redeemed by
demands such as guaranteed MSP for all crops or
repeatedly asking for farm loan waivers, This is in
the realm of Impractical and the equivalent of
popping pain killers without curing the disease. Our
farmers deserve better than this. Imagining a new
farmers’ agenda requires political honesty and
foresight on all sides.

NEW DELMI
FRIDAY
MARCH 21, 2025

HTiod

OPINION

Aggressor’s peace with
windfall for mediator

Ukraine’s only hope of
survival is the revival of
Europe as a credible
guarantor of Kyiv's

and its own security

about a ceasefire in
Ukrnine. Russia has agreed
1w a limited ceasefire,
restricted to stopping
atmackson Ukmine's energy infrastric-

ture. And Americn has ex
:zu that thelr ongoing talks could
m\ﬂywmr‘nl oemsefire and
permanent peace”. This appearns to be
wn't- Butinreality, wemay be se-
the mnkiogs of an s pasce

and a modiator's windfall
The stated goal of American diplo-
e e
10 stopt

w&nh. soldiers in a war that
h- Iikety chalmed chose 1o & million
cosmlties. A noble goal, but ending
any war reguires much more than
ending the killings. It res i sense
of Justice restored to the wronged,
And Justice can only come when the
grewsar and the victim are correctly
ntiled. Unfortunately, moral rea-
over the Ukraine war is so dis-
ol

Uksaloe's President Volaadymyt Zelen-

yet agaln — 10 one of its nelghbowrs,
and not

sky o dicttor
cousing the war, He has alw ques-
toned Zelensky's I cy given the
latter's presidential term ended last
year, The lalu“ly of these alternative

A greement of 4 guarantee since it
wis ot codiBed 0 a tresty — about not
expanding Nato castwards was
witha lhnh that held the promise of
hurman freedoms and

Between Zelensky and Russian Pros:

mnglumymumm-mt

dent Vindimmir P
and records; between the Ukrainian
and Rnnlm political ryuemL

2000
milley of ?uhmlm over Hussia-West
refations. Facts began ci.wmn lhr

four since 2022,

The reason all this (alseness feels
Hhh\ihmﬁbmﬂdnmmy
popular ant-
mxmumumwﬂ-tw
the war. In this story, an

Imperfalist Nmnc?mt
the North Atantic Treaty
Organization (Nato) enst-
wards, to the doorsteps of
Russla, ignoring Russion
wirnings of an spproaching
casus bedli, most

ul
Mishra ;nd

have ised.
Furthermore, this narrative does
not ask questions of the Russian
response to the alleged
thrent. Recall the approxi-
mately 60-llometre-long
Russian convoy that was
headed towards Kyly soon
after the war n, It was
aimed ot sl junllu
Ukraine by taking

h‘llkllhl lkvhllk- llhtnhe’imyv ul(hmlu

The fact Is that over the past three
years, we have soen a sovereign State
by a nelghbour that s

g
thon that the violation of Uleraine's sov-

l’""‘ll" ling
loscow-friendly ngum

atin ot the 2007

Munich Security Conference.
'upul-ruy Is no |u-nmrc of o
sound story, and this one does not
addiross some key questions. First, why
mumywwqumr

Russia changed strategy and

eretgnty, the of Its territo-
rind Integrity and economic system,
pldn land grab and mmm al Iu

went for
only afer this plan fafled.

Ulrnaing's millltary newtrality would
have addressed Russin's security con-
«rm mehdnmpdmm!
war, which it

mm»mmwwrmz
thelr fear of i revived Russla

on docades of experience of stifling
onw;-lmumnmm;:

by power and ar
u-mcmmumuwwmu

the Estonlans, Latvians, mehu
the Poles,

ing sundering of Ukraine ulc lhe
rance of justice.

are not ficts In the post-tmith

world, President Trump has culled

Air India’s flight into
training turbulence

This is left 10 the discretion of the airline;
In Al's case, It has been left 1o what the head
of truining decms appropriate at that point in
time, This has lod 1o varying pilot competen-
e, based on how rigorous their training
wis oF winsn 1, A senior alrline comman
said that, ot times, he is wary of letting the

 few more black marks to its not so stel-

lar report card. The Tata-owned alrline
was in the news after a Nlight bound for
Delbd had to return to Chicago alrport after
elght out of its 12 lavatories were found
T and unusable, an embarrassing stite
of affakrs by any yardstick and one that recks
of some kind of sabotage. Al was also in the

Inlkhllrwmh, Alr Irddia (A1) added

not Viktor Orbdn), and you'll have o
more nuanced picture. proples

wanted because they didn't want
10 experience what Russi has done —

co-pilot do one
mlly convinoed of

of the jou

mumwnmm-m

global ol se
AMImlﬂlomm After tefl
Ing Zelensky In the Oval Office that he
had “no cards”, Trump sald that Rus-
sla had “all the cmh Russia’s
vm;r\'uun mum«mm has been
Product

and Kylv Into

These inchded decartng it mealised
Runshien troops at scale woukd remaln
Indefinstety o0 Ukrine's borders; mov
g s weapons 1o Belars sad Cri
st e blockading Ulensalan porss in
the Blisck Sen. I Fuseda's alem was 1ot 10

Ubrine, as the narmative clms,
hen why were coerelve optlons not
exhausted?

(GDI’I 'wn of n large bul halting
cconomy = and if that's a card, itis
not o very strong one. The strong
cards were given to Russia by the

that Ukraine will not join Nato: it
effectively ceded Ukralndan territory

captured by Russiic it manginalised

an independent nation; and i adopted
Russia’s talking points on the causes
of war and Zelensky's legitimacy as
Ukraine’s leader, The result isa Rus
sla firmly in the driver's seat.
llluhmllumm\!nlhm«tmh
medinting the aggrossor’s
securing o | for iesell: The hb
mous deal for Ulnlnﬂ«llul mlrk
onals o Ilustration of
nialism that 8 Ilnppdnl Iho-
‘who thought Trump will put an end 1o
the American empire,

Ukralne's only hope of »uwtvlrz
this aggressor’s peace Is the revival
Europe as a crodible guarantor of
Ukralnkan and Its own security. And
I i ruce aggainst @ few weeks, e con-
tnent s already delayed by years.

Aruf Mishra tosches s omal rede-
thons at Shiv Nadar Instirution of B

mence. Delhi-NCR. The wews exprossed
are personal

Ml abilities!

news for having denled o

woutld be issued to the carrier,

Mmuummﬁ:mbywlhwumlnb 10 take
rity. senlor media per-
complaining about the
alrline’s service standards s or poor handling,

ter, po!mclm.cde
sons, or regular flers

toan

elderly passenger, prompting the civl avie-
thon minister to say & show cause notice

licate real flying experience.
the pmzu- oven i

o simulator trainer-nstructor and
removed 10 pllots tradned under ham

up. thanks 1o

lator training mmndnmdb; oy
Instructor who also mr«v\s«l ine fyl:

This ensured continulty ::‘

accountability as cach instructor

would consider tralnees as thelr

responsibility. In 2017, a circular

been Issued internally to this

flying duty after finding evi
dence of poor trinlng practices and
Nouting of standurd procedures ear- Anjuli
Hier this manth, Whisteblower com- njuli
Bh, o cated

and the Incident was reported suo
motu to the directorate general of
civl avation (DGCA) Actions aginst

any responsibility or can be held
accountable. Moreover, the hand-

byhdmmlhbyhmmm

uh« mmpuuud dnunum Iths

ble in the normal course of things. Real time
peactioe s critical for a co-pilot who s polsed
command. as a simulator cannot rep-

A second mvmn&:pxl Is the change in
tyhhul for lulnln;

But, over time, this was watered
down, and the concept of a dedi-
was done away
with. As a result, no one assumes

over of a trainee lacks due diligence os the
reports of their abilities are not very detailed.
Even inother airlines, a tralnee can end up

FILIPPO GRANDI
\.l
Brutal fundi
humanits

consequcs

devastating
s b Is not

e this is
weather or

the entire stmu
adedicarwd

Nu'vumdu’w‘-xmwlmm

cuts in the
n sector are putting

millions of lives at risk. The

¢ for people flecing
danger will be immediate and

Aole for private schools
in transforming education

st shep up — mphlnvwquunm

!ne cr';h In k:ullm OUIOMES persists.

ok browder myv
e hey run as socil enterprises, most
have the and Nexdility o drive

literacy remains low, ihr Anmnl Status nl

chum, They must do 5o with a sense of

century, India Is yet to take a data-driven
approach to school education reform. The
country’s absence from global assesments like
the Programme for International Student

mnuhnkmt responsibility that goes commercial
how nearty half of class 5 st Interests, And these sl desplte privine
mn.mdnzmuuluom lr:h numu:mm:hu-mhl

e inthe ) Reinforcing trust: Du'.T- thedr contribu-

tons, private schools continue 10 be viewed
wml scepticism, Th! dnmtnnul narrative —

ot driy

senger safety bs the comesstone of the! being assigned to more than one instrictor, Assessment since 2009 only delays the Mubm- o transactional -mo«‘h lml!
‘What Is disturbing bs that many in thealr-  but in mare professionally mansged alriines, reality chock we need. Without a deeper collaboration. Yet, hluuy
Iine and outside argue that this is just the tip — even if o tradnee is s to more than one structured approach to assess and shows that private initiatives have
of the loeberg us far as training practioes and  instructor, the instructor will write detalled oorrect course, sysemic change will driven innovation in other sectors,
snfety norms i the airline are concerned,  reports about the trainee’s performance, giv- remuin distant. ) The school systern cannot afford o
Former and commuanders and airfine  Ing a good insight to the next instructor, In The National Education Policy remain an exception.
Insiders ux.lhnn s did nat hnpr Al Instructors rarely write such detalled (NEP) 2020 B ed ergagement: We should
night and has been buikling up for a lnv feporns, changed under the and proposes significant reforms — Hemant change how the S, privase
years. In shoet, Als training standards have  new management remaing unclesr. from third-party assessments to lech- Joshi edoch comguios engige. A new
not been on a par with most for The that some nolkagy integration in K-12 (kndengur- o -u-ldnlwmnhl;\ bullt on per-
a while. Three or four lrrn allegations have uam:‘rzu an avenue for additional m:nmc l-n 10 class 12), However, and shared
been made over a period, some of which  and littie else bas porsistod. It may be more an Nnmdlhhmhylwmn accountabiity. Is essontial, While the
might have been resolved; others might -htmlbu than a rule, but a recent DGCA nllh: EP cunt be acddressed in stlos, State can croate and transparently
reguire o more L Just An education system that strugigies at run such models, private schools o
1ike the case with the simulator training, I»uu but were not imparting any m:mm; the foundationad and ecosystem level must move beyond thelr vendor
One, unlike IndiGo and Jet Alrways, Al ln« hry -e;ﬂ onan humy can't defiver the stroctural tranaloe mindset and work with privise part-
has no fixed prescription of how many ses -nrr mation we need to meet the Viksit ners within un enabling ramework
shons lts tralnces need before take com- ulug!hu tralners bog In mlnlu; hours anly Bhuarat goal. Saubha: ya that prioritises learning outcomes,
mand of a new alreraft l)"x GCA pre- when tradning Is conducted. But as was the Aginst this backdrop, the roke of Raizada competency-based education, and
scribes o syllabus for full Aight limllml cuse with the simulator tralner who was plw-t schooks has expanded signifl- W miust bring in At
(FFS) lnlnllq lnr ) m—pllol who hopes sacked, only & thorough nvestigation will cantly. With the State step — fctal Intelligence (Al)driven assess-
revenl the facts. Elu back. private imtiutions have ments, Ive beanming, wnd person-
i particular (yprmmln;rmmlhe right seat Lastly, senior managers In (he alrline lhed the gap. Today, over 50% of children in  alised lmnﬂmwmwl’cﬂmmm
10 the ket seat. But when pilots are moving that after privitisation, there has been several stives al private schooks Howeser,  Thisisa i
from one type of alreraft t another, the & “rush-hour” spproach taken by the new the sector remalns ng In Indlia’s school education system,
operator can also add o few Fixed Base Simu- Is & d of innovation. S| compete rather than mtummqlnmunmlbrmwm
lator (FBS) sesslons to familiarise trainees  Aggressive tradning of batches Is on, and this, collaborate, and ul modets ofien  Indin's e window of opports )
before commencing the more expensive FFS — many angue, s a concern since safety could Mned 10 o handful of shirinking, and if & Is to achieve the Viksit
sesslons. hemmpfomls But many mrmmblnwuhomuhnd mvﬂnnryi‘m? school education must be
wirline The roke of privite schools must
|1|| \| ||(.l\||()\ THAT uwmnloumnmd-mabnmy ula. and global exposure, ymﬂ‘lﬂdﬂm 20 beyond being centres of ncademic Instruc:
MU INS E luwlbvmh;emm M:‘ 'urn tion o becom huhnof data-
0 tralners h ki
m \I\IN(- AS AN AV I NL Asurer formation, .,- no.mq g,
FOR ADDITIONAL INCOME me the simulaor. They are authorised to These gains, however, are uncvenly distrib- vnll more trust and an elevated llﬂl n(

Wl) LITTLEELSE II\S

l AIN I(I'
IN II()UHS BUT WERENOT
IMPARTING ANY TRAINING

¥ ther per-
formance is found satisfactory. Yed. the recent
sacking of the tminer based on the adrline'sown

Infrastructire and the soctal sector. The views
exprevad arv persosal

narily beneliting urban, high-fee
A unu‘yoldrﬁm'l‘n clevated purpose

alm md mul:"go\mnhol mu of lh\-

Internal investigation observers with
iy doubes, dat-lod public-pr pr s muwumrm.immrwm
crucial,
Anfult Bhargave wrttes ahout peenance. Dfining e purp 5 g uwm

gmummmm{mwnm

wews expressod are ,-am-l

v
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n February 15, 2025, United States
President Donald Trump posted a
cmu.icqmneon hisplatform, Truth

PANORAMA
Trumpscryptlc quote and the looming constitutional crisis

ality. Almost 20 lawsuits have already
filed against the Trump

o‘dlcpowasom‘eUSC
‘Ecmmngul Tnunpspnsus u.nhlrly
w0 i

on the the

call for their impeachment. Vice Presi-
dentJ D Vance has gone so far astoclaim
that “judges are not allowed to control
’s legitil power”, This

over rukral mn'lrrdlsnﬂsnls.

‘mmmdramlndoesmmdm
thelaw" anmpappearsmh:ye dramai-

-y

The same post was also shared
on the official White House account on
X. This quote first appeared in a book
published in 1838 authored by Honoré'
de . wmtm wwm«n years after

and Trump
implied — that critical actions and deci-
sions taken in the national interest can

same day Trump posted this, a federal
Judge for the District of Rhode Island,
John J McConnell Jr ruled that the fed-
eral government had not fully complied

is a dangerous maxim. In other words,
whatever the president does cannot be
illegal, as long as they do it for d\e com-

at the University of Pennsyi

nia, described the post as d

toa

| crisis, as even some
loevs Bave indiented

“maximum contempt for core constitu-
tional values” like separation of powers,
freedom of speech and rule of Law. Pamela
Karlan, law professor at Stanford, argues
that “while presidents might act uncon-

ticular ac had

mon good. Trump's post is arg:
of the most i

justify legal and ethical transgressions.

havethe constit lauthorityto

with hisorder

ing. Some courts had previously blocked

restrain the president? Trump's crypuc
remark has opened up a Pandora’s box
m US ml:llrcmal and Icgal urdts By
he pursuit

quote

pmdby'lhmq)luswlmcdlﬁmmm

the D
upualueomhe CONTIOversy. The boule
lines seem to have been drawn because
b i

himeclf

of "Making Ame'nca Great Again’, laws,
though necessary, are not always oblig-
atory. msmmemefm:pamml
head-on collision between the

ding tied to Trump’s executive or-
ders. Many Republicans, however, view
these rulings as judicial overreach, argu-
ing that Trump is simply lrym; w0 %

ever made by
a sitting president. It is profoundly dis-
wwrbing. The fact is thal the prwdcm ]
officeisa

lhemlhammwuawesdemmr

To what extent hump's post will lead 10
a constitutional crisis remains to be seen.
Thedllemma is whe(her one should take

hoih 1‘he question is whether all leaders
claim to save their country can be
abovethe law. Tnxg-npmlsmbdmdm

mnmgk:s ’l’mmpswauhkcnmnl

e law
to checks and hnlanc:s

nimm illcﬁgnli!hcmnsave

;us( a pnslng l:oum This could rrsull
thatare

“"“G 2ok b

Some irgue tha

w

wasteful government
stage now appears set for a showdown at
the Supreme Court.

While Trump insists that he will abide
the decisions of the Court,

P app tobe himself

the
(?;ecunve branch)and judwsry rusar

by
some of his colleagues have taken to so-
cial media to at the judges and even

tic ound
work lnrsomnhnx far nmnen:n like
refusing to comply with federal court de-

cisions and violating the rule of law. This  the

should not be an alibi for violating court
ordersor formaking America greatagain,
Many law experts, like Kate Shaw, a law

With astring of failures in his space endeavours, it is clear that Musk’s self-proclaimed
stature as a trailblazing innovator is being tested like never before

CLIVE IRVING

fon Musk is demonstrating
thata business dependenton
one man can have a serious
downside. Electric carmak-
er Tesla, once beloved by
progressives, has become,
for many, a poisoned brand amid Elon
Musk’s turn to the hard right, and its val-
ve is falling fast. What is meant to be his
great leap into space, the new Starship,
has had two successive and spectacu-
lar test failures. Using his own flippant
term, Musk’s wunderkind status could
be experiencing a “rapid unscheduled
disassem!|

In mbuml he could point to a recent
achievement: providing the vehicle
for the safe return of two astronauts
from the International Space Station,
The astronauts had been marooned for
nine months because of a flawed Boeing

crew capsule, adding to the long list ol
Boeing hascos,

The contrast between Musk and Boe-
mg fits into the folklore nl pmnevrmg
Amer
mined risk-taker ts a doddering
legacy competitor. Superficially, that is

true — Musk’s SpaceX has eclipsed Boe-
mgma:rospammasTcshaxkasﬂor

SpaceX's Starship lifts off from Starbase near Boca Chica, Texas, on March 6, during its 8th test flight. It quickly lost contact
with Mexico. “Ci with this

atime,

offick

business. Those were singular achieve-
M&Asyoulwkd«per uscleardm

in lhe public eye, as much a liability
asanasset.

That is clear from the test failures of
Starship, a giant rocket designed to be ful-
ly reusable. Both of them sprayed flaming
debris over the Caribbean and disrupted
commercial air traffic, while garmering
fewer headlines than the astronauts'safe
return. Behind Musk’s c:uual brushing

100, Spa

stage of

Sowhatif |

Klon Musk

rescued the astronauts?

away of these i ican flag on Mars. Though Trump IiveredmNASAonbudgu,onn’memd

of his approach 10 building space vehi-  has said this would happen by the end of

cles. Theobjectiveistodeliveraversionof  histerm, the troubled trajectory of Star Spacc X' 's carher Iau\dlsol Fllwn 9 -

Starship that NASA will use as partofits  shipshows just how fanciful th biti scallyon
i toretur is.R the is perhaps, for earth aher Taunching their capsules into

tothe moon'ssurface. Thi ire  the: h Acan delis orbit mastery of a trick

aship that not only can be into  bythatdate.C isalsoa  that Boeing has still not managed.

orbit, it would also need to be refuelled
once there. Clearly, the goal date of 2027
is highly unrealistic.

rich commercial prospect, as China also
realises.
Thz moon became a symbolic meas-

Now, the failures of Starship cast a
shadow over that Iegend the Hm sign
that SpaceX*

industryinthe 1920sand"30s, buthe was

not. like Musk,aman much political
agency. Musk has chosentobe adifferent
kind of mogul — an avatar of what could
be called the new magic born in Silicon
Valley. As his record in rockets and cars
suffers reverses, we can only hope that
the same comes true for his predatory
assault on the guts of the United States’

into far more demanding tcrntory
M vhile, his Tesla problem has been

The first stage of the flights, using mpmnn.lAmmmpumm
Super Heavy booster r is not the .luly1969 ithth
problem. That b fuding the b b ..ul_‘

recent spectacular n:caplun‘ng of the
expended booster at the launchpad. But
failures near the engines that get Star-

mous rocket zhal lofted the .sm'.T.".s
into space. In 2014 NASA, trusting Boe-

brewing for a while. The company was
losing its novelty and momentum long
before he boarded the Trump ship. Chi-
na is flooding Europe with inexpensive

" Elon Musk declared last month that
the federal government was engaged in
“utterly insane” activity, claiming with-
out evidence that it had distributed $100
billion 1o people without Social Security
numbers. Two days after Musk’s com-

bylegalo
heath.

rary

i Rathﬂ. inh,
the foundation of

tionofth
Hence, annnp.wmnuhnmm
countryis inherently lawful. However,
‘iltl‘:ddilﬁaqll 10 do that by ignoring ethical

catons.
Disregard of the court rulings can lead

and justice.
(Thewriter isa professor in the
Department of International Studies,
Political Science and History, Christ
Deemed to be University)

Jan Suragj Party,
leader Prashant Ki

ndian polity has long wit-
nessed the formation of
new political parties by

cither leave their

parent party or are expelled
from it by its leadership. In
recent years, the Democratic
Progressive Azad Party, found-
ed by former Congress veteran
Ghulam Nabi Azad, and the
;, launched
former Janata Dal (United)
Iy come to one’s mind. Agai

this backdrop, the emergence
nl(hel\am:hdmi Pany(r\AP)

AAPsdeclinespells
outthe limits of
alternative politics

GANESHDATTA PODDAR

lations; it demands factocing in
melogx ennmmeprlus.
icallyworking with

muonp-mmdde\dop

ingalong term perspective.
Soonafter getting

in power in Delhi, AAP got en-

meshed in serious allegations

of corruption against its top
functionaries and came to re-

by umdontheubmgndooof
Article 370 and silence during
the Dethi riotssmacked moreof
a caleulated electoral strategy
aimedatgarnering the majority
vote dun a nsuh of pnndpled

Anna Hazare-ded

a distinctive

tion movement in leyvell
character. It

born from independent lndin
romance with the non-party
political process - where civil

gentsia, ignited the

y
to enter the terrain of the for-
mal party systemtoreform the  elections,
system from within. AAP cap-
tured the interest of the intelli-

magination
of the middle class, and raised
the hopes of the aam aadmi
(common man), winning two
consecutive landslides in the
2015 and 2020 Delhi assembly
elections, However, itsdebade  trying
in the recent Delhi polls, cou-
pled with the Bharatiya Janata

chord with the AAP's core con-
stituency, whocouldsee!

his machinations as electoral
wgimmc’ ks to make up for the

victory.
"The Delhi verdict has impli-

Ly
for ination of

y,calls p
h dth Atk

b ol

in Delhi . First

wrong with this exp:
alternative politics.

According to journalist
Suchwho'mnuﬂrdtheur
capacityof the BJP
under the leadership of Naren-
draModi, AAPschief ailurelay
In its inability to build a robust
party structure. Soon after its
mception, AAP faltered organ-
muunal!y wl':en it m\:ld not  Third it

and foremost, it has robbed the
Ajay  AAP of perhaps its last chance
10 course-correct and remain
relevant as an alternative 1o
mainstream political parties.
Second, the results show so-
dety’s acquiescence to Hindu
nationalism and the relentless
march of Hindutva pohum

csted weak-
of the

mhrr. In Apn'l 2015. Pvmhw

ness ion, the
1 N DIA (Inninn Naan'mal De-

wereexpe!led from meparly

Alliance)

bloe, which, at this juncture, is

ship into orbit are what’s causing the mgs mpulznun. called on it to provide and high-quality electric vehicles, taking menls. one of his key lieutenants, Steve for nlk-gzd “anti-party activi- nomatch fortheorganisational
ship to explode in ways thar, di the new ge le, aswell Mus&'s ongnml concept and mass-pro- Davis, began prcmng the Social Securi- ties”. Prashant Bhushan later  capacity, electoral strategy,and
to experts, will require extensive (and asemploying SpaceX. the peopl ty jon. Davis accused the founder, Arvind appeal of the BJP among the
expensive) redesign. But 2014 was also the year that the nmuuctuau)- afford. called d\engmcy's Imdm to insist dley Kepwnl oftummg AAPi mm voters, Fourth, it is mdncmve
SpaceX has never been a one-man  then-Boeing chief executive, Jim Mc-  Even then, Tesla could have held its  give a young engineer from Musk's a “high that the
show. I h htodowithits Nerney. disavowed the moonshot level of called Depmmem o(Gmrmmcm Elﬁ- lnmhsemmmw ing and the voters will go by
current president, Gwynne Shotwell. asit — risk-taking that helped make the compa- sndcthcldw.sol BMW. Buuhm Mmksaw ciency kxmul aculture of s that th
has with Musk. She gathered a brilliant ny an v:nn Bﬂﬂﬂg‘i former strategy nf fit i vamn sensitive b ty-driven politicsattheexpense  show, by what they do, and not
team of engineers and underpinned his models, in D Davis’s demand was “unpm:cdmlcd oforganisational depth. Within by what they say. And last but
imagination and appetite for risk-taking  he said, is rhe wmng way 1o pursue this That Tiftany Flick, a former Social Security ol- a kwmmh‘d" its dhi not Iusx. ake-
withdisciplined management, whilenev-  business, The more-for-less world will not public revulsion for which Tesla becamc ficial, said i soon revolved en- bl
er coming between Musk and the lime-  let you pursue moonshots.” asitting fora lawsuit filed by federal ly mnnneml rhood and
light. Starship, however, hasbecomelike  That upheld the company's nmdunnwnyrhnmeomerpnmolhs nng Nnckmmdwdau.&-eadded Arvinthyme munmnldcmocnqwm
a personal shot of testosterone for him, switch from a mlleﬁe style of man-  empire were not — he has received bil- 1D AAP experi demon- i ag:mdmlls
the most audacious expression of hisin-  agement to one in wi pumping mon-  lions in business with the government, thcb(mbdovﬂhtDOGEmncerm h the  ofreligi
tention to go beyond the moon to Mars. ey back to sk Iders had priority. including an array of work that is classi-  eventually permitted to investigate “the scarch for al politics dvigour and channel thei
ltsdullcngcs hnvnnlumﬁcd justashe Slashing costs cut quality control. Two  fied, the Starlink satellite 1 generalmythof: dwidespread from the of the iesinto buildis b
switch fatal crashes of the new 737 Max jets fol-  that is indispensable and the Starshield  cial Security fraud.” Deploying staff into non-party pnlluml process. institutions in the cause of fra-
of Government Efficiency. lowed, and Airbus succeeded Boeing as  satellites that serve the highest level of federal agenciesis justone task that Davis More crucially, its thlbbhgnlr ternity and the public good.
In his Inaugural Address, Ptes:dem the benchmark for new jets, American intelligence gathering, has carned out recently for Musk, as the Delhi pollshighlights that (Thewriteris adfunct
America That revemll of lommes wasalsothe  Turning buyer remorse intoa political - world's richest man continues an all-out lenging the BJP requires more o[Sach
sue “our manifest destiny to the stars” E lusk legend, isunusual. Henry Fordwasa  effort to reshape the US government. thanshort-termelectoralcaleu-  Sciences, Unnversity)
and said that astronauts would plant the  ofaris mlemxbusmessleaderwtnd& rabid antisemite, as were other titans of - The New York Times
OUR PAGES &5z OF HISTORY OASIS | NAZEER AHMED KAZI
. -
— Sr—— Freedom of expression and its sacred power
WJWAN Mm PM, Clintontosign reedom of expressionstandsas Iy in shaping their societies, Without  of speaking with clarity and compas-  spectful dialogue. It reflects the Islam-
attempton life: assailant flees Vision Statement oneof the most fundamental t}ushbcrty, theessence of democracy  sion. “Speak wordsthatare truthful.  ic principle that discussions. even with
i; weakens, | dpower  pleasant, beneficial, and donotcause  those who disagree. should be rooted
New Delhi, March 20 New Delhi, March 20 It ividual ¥ d d voices. agitation to others” (Bhagavad Gita in patience and understanding,
Chief Justice AN, L pes lhmdm ideas, and opinions wmwul While freedom of expression 17.15). This teaching underscores Christianity also upholds the virtue
Court had [ ! This  protects a wide range of ide- the significance of responsi- of expression rooted in love and truth,
two hand-grenades were sipped and security dialogue when Prime l'mednm notonly promotes I as, speech can be restricted bie and respectful ‘The Bible encourages believers to
into his car but failed to explode. The Minister A B Vajpayee and President Mmdmrﬂmmm:\lm ifitviolates the rights of in fostering harmony and speak honestly, with compassion,
hand-grenades were slipped through Bill Clinson sign & P driv-  others, hatred wisdom, reminding us that “Speak the truth in love™ (Ephesians
anopen window at the back seat where tomarrow. biled g ial and poli pn)gress.llen— and incites discrimination words have the power to heal  4:15) is the guiding principle, promot-
the Chief Justice and his son, Mr. Ajay the most d h b orviolence. The concept or harm. ingdnloxue that loumund«sun&
Ray, were sitting. The car was at the the hold lead ible and culti of freedom of expressi The Qura di whiler
“Tilak Marg and Bhagawan Das Road visitin 22 yeurs, d is deeply rooted notonly in logue and respectful discourse, mhrrs dignity. Freedom of expres-
cross, T i on of the us Freedom of expression is about modern democratic ideals but stating, “Invite to the way of your sion, when shared with kindness, can
and the car stopped. areas, more than just speaking out—it alsoin the world's major religions. Lord with wisdom and good instruc-  strengthen relationships and build
slipped the grenades into the car, and especially political, security, trade and the right i The Gita highligh tion, and argue with them in a way trust within communities.
ght Pl th other i i theimp f that is best” (Quran 16:125), Speech that incites violence,
Bhaghwan Das Road. said. Irwil set th anew iblished norms. It serves as the dialogue, mdsdlexpresnmin This verse emphasises the impor- spreads hate or infringes on the rights
lewel of bil Ses ing y backbone of d: ici i pursuit of truth and righteousness. St tance of speaking with kindnessand o others crosses ethical and legal
bling citi Krishna advises Arjuna on the value wisdom, promoting a culture of re- boundaries,
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INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN
INDUSTRY. IT IS A MISSION.

- Ramnath Goenka

LET'S FOCUS ON GRAVE
CURRENT ISSUES THAN
A CENTURIES-OLD GRAVE

T"Sasignof regression that the grave of a 17th century ruler
is gobbling up an inordinate amount of political oxygen in
21st century India. But it's a serious problem when a pro-
posal to relocate it is rupturing communal harmony nnd
triggering violence. Mal htra Chief De
Fadnavis added fuel to fire last week when he proclaimed
merit in BJP MP Udayanraje Bhosale’s demand to remove
Aurangzeb’s grave from the small town of Khuldabad, not far
from the Ellora caves. Resentment had built up after the re-
lease of afilm fictionalising the travails of Shhwi ssonsl'mm
bhajiat the hands of the Mughal he latest p
moves led to violence in the nearby Shambtmlemr(mlh‘r
Aurangabad) and Nagpur almost 500 km away.

There may be reasons to keep a dark cloud of judgement
hanging over the Mughal's reign. But there are also two big
lessons from history that should deter us from acting on it.
First, not far from Aurangzeb’s unpaved grave is the brown-
stone mausoleum of Malik Ambar, the Elhbphnorlgln
Muslim general of Ahmed who
Shivaji’s grandfather Maloji and set off the Bhosale clan’s
glorious saga, Second, historians have shown that the Mughal
emperor showed more religiosity to draw a contrast with
others as his failures mounted-—including on the battlefield
against the Marathas’ Muslim commanders and the Muslim
rulers of Bijapurand Goleonda. Today’s rulers would do well
to avoid the crutch of plety and answer more fal
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OTH natural and economic

w ecosystems have one thing in

common-—they evolve through

a process of ‘creative destruc

[l tion". The inefficient are weed-

od out over time and replaced

by those that are more compe

tent. Thus, the competitiveness of an

economy is critically dependent on its

ability to encourage and endure a churn

despite all the disruptions it may cause

in theshort run. Unfortunately evidence

suggests that India still does not have a

level of churn that one expects of an

economy based on high levels of innova-
tion and risk-taking.

One simple way to gauge creative de-
struction is to look at the churn in the
top 10 by market
tion. Comparing those who made the
top 10 in March 2006 to those in March
2025, it is quite striking that seven of
them are the same—Reliance, TataCon-
sultancy Services, Infosys, State Bank
of India, Bharti Airtel, Hindustan Uni-
lever and ICICI Bank. Of the new en-
trants, Life Insurance Corporation is
an old public sector enterprise that hap-
pened to be listed recently. The other
two—~HDFC and Bajaj Finance-—are
hardly examples of new blood.

Contrast this with what happened in
the US over the same period. Only one
company—Microsoft—managed to stay
in the top 10 by market capitalisation.
Companies like General Electric, Exxon
Mobil, AIG and Walmart have been re-
placed by Meta, Alphabet, Amazon and
Tesla. It is not just the companies, but

b Lsectorsthat have changed
‘This s what has allowed the US to re-
main an economic superpower.

A similar dynamism is visible when
one looks at China's top 10 companies,
Seven of them have changed over the last
20 )'mn Only three state-owned banks

questions such as why Kailash Arjun Nagare, winner of a
young farmer award in Maharashtra, died by suicide last
week after complaining about a lack of irrigated water:

Let Aurangzeb lie in a corner of his spiritual master Za-
inuddin Shirazi's courtyard. The emperor’s remains must
have gone back to the elements long ago. The bit of stone and
lattice installed around the grave centuries later by a Hydera
badi nizam and a British viceroy would be all that can be
physically removed. A plaque in the corner says the grave
cost Aurangzeb 14 and three-fourths rupees, which he paid
for by sewing caps. Its ‘relocation’ now would cost Indian
taxpayers an enormous sum, not to speak of the violence it
has and still can cause. It's definitely not worth the cost.

CENTRE WILL HAVE TO HELP
T'GANA BALANCE GROWTH

HE budget documentof any government indicates, at

a glance, whether the direction it's headed in is real-

Istic. In that sense, Telangana Deputy Chief Minister

Mallu Bhatti Vikramarka's budget for 2025-26 is tinged

with acautious optimism. Though it's the first Telan-
gana budget to cross the ¥lakh-crore mark, the FM has
stretched it only by about 215,000 crore compared to the last
fiscal. Despite a plethora of welfare schemes, the fiscal defi-
cit is pegged at 54,000 crore. If the actual numbers at the
end of the year land close to the estimates, Bhatti will have
done a fine balancing act.

The lion's share of 21.04 lakh crore went lomoConmsss
six d other welfare sch Capital
ture has been pegged at 236,504 crore, including over 210,000
crore for Hyderabad and a proposed fourth large city The
emphasis on accelerating and spreading out industrialisa-
thon, and the Mega Masterplan 2050 for it must be appreci-
ated. It's imperative for Telangana to not solely focus on
Hyderabad. Only 22.5 percent of its workforce is engaged
in the industrial sector; while 42.7 percent works in agricul-
ture; the services sector including IT remains the main
contributor; employing 34.8 percent of the workforce. Seen
in this perspective, the state's high per &-lpim Inoome lm t

to both lists. Meanwhile, old
hmvy\\elnmn like PetroChina, Sl;glx'c
and China Mobile have been repla
the likes of Tencent, Alibaba and Kwei
chow Moutai. Ranked at number eight,
BYD has completely disrupted the world
of automobiles. Notice again how both
companies and sectors have churned.
The importance of young and ener-
getic companies is visible in both the US
and China. Most of the currently high-
performing companies in the US were
sot up after 1990: Alphabet (established
in 1998 as Google), Meta (2004 as Face-
book) and Amazon (1964). Microsoft and
Apple. set up respectively in 1981 and
1977, are old companies by American
standards, With the exception of the

s
Only at first does it seem paradoxical that
. " the anti-intemationalism of conservatism is

I so frequently associated with imperialism

Bringing in fresh blood often requires purging old systems.
But that has hardly been the case for the Indian economy,
where protection has been prioritised over risk-taking

THE NEED TO
USE CREATIVE
DESTRUCTION

AR
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state-owned banks, China’s top compa-
nies are also young: BYD (2007), Alibaba
(1999) and Tencent (1998) among them.

Contrast this with India’s big compa-
nies: SBI (established in 1921 as Impe-
rial Bank), Tata Consultancy Services
(1968), Rellance (1973), Life Insurance
Corporation (1956), Infosys (1981) and
Hindustan Unilever (1933). The only
top-10 company established after 1990 is
Bhartl Airtel (1966),

This is not to suggest that India has
not experienced any creative destruc-
tion at all. In the last decade, several
large companies such as Jet Alrways
and Essar Steel have disappeared even
as new ones llk(- 0YO nnd Zomato have

A

Merrber, Prime Mirkiter s Economic Advisory Councd

umay koY

the mhseqmmtclmningupnr the bank-
ing sector led of churn.

Hayek

medical care rather than a practical
4 for a fi 1 arobl

Second, financial regulations and
processes need to allow for a lot more
creative destruction as well as emer-
gence of new kinds of financing. To-
day’s regulations are so focused on so-
called ‘investor protection’ that they do
not allow for the risk-taking that gener
ates cutting-edge innovation. By the
same token, the bankruptey process
needs to focus on fast resolution rather
than ‘revival’. Regulators, bankruptey
courts and policy-makers need to ac-
cept that all risk-taking entails some
amount of failure. The sensible ap-
proach is to clear the debris as soon as
possible so that a new round of
risk-taking can begin.

Third, there should be less protection
for the established incumbents in most
sectors. India’s economic policies have,
since the 1950s, been inordinately ori-
ented towards protecting inefficient in-
cumbents from global and domestic
compcmlon This has been done

permits, r
comploxm. import tariffs, gmrnmml
contract requirements and other pro-
tection against competitors.

I can say from experience that indus-
try rarely d econom-
fe reforms and mostly demand protec-
tion. Since they represent incumbents,
their goal is not global competitiveness
or efficiency, but the building of a moat.
Protection is sometimes needed for na-
tional security or for an infant industry,
but this must be carefully calibrated.
Any attempt to protect everything will
effectively protect nothing.

Incidentally, the above argument for
creative destruction also holds true for
government where defunct agencies,
laws and regulations need to be peri-
odically removed. This is the focus of a

There has also been a boom in startups
in recent years. Nevertheless, it is fair
to say that India, now at the threshold
of becoming the world's third largest
economy, still does not have the same
level of dynamic churn as the top two.

So what needs to be done? In my per-
sonal view, the first step would be to
change a deeply engrained social atti-

sy effort is being currently
done in the central government under
the banner of ‘process reforms’. Hun-
dreds of old laws and regulations have
been removed, outdated agencies such
as the Tariff Commission have been
shut down, and default lists—such as
those for national monuments—are
being revisited.

To sum up, India needs to celebrate
creative de!lrumlon in lhe economy.

tude that looks with susplclon at rhk
taking and Indeed,
cy is often seen as a moral fallure mh(-r
than a business fallure. It is common
during bnnkruplcypmmdums that plus
are made to save an

The central phil | idea has ex-
isted in India for millenniums in the
formof Shiva and Kali. We now need to
lncorporu!e it into our policy-making,
towards risk-tak-

It isas If we were dealing with

of the Insol-
vency and Bankruptey Code in 2016 and

a much-loved relative who needs urgent

ing, fallure and renewal.
(Views are personal)

THE IMPERIAL AGENDA BEHIND
TRUMP’S GREENLAND GAMBIT

MY is US President Donald
Trump hyperventilating about
Green ? He spends not asin-
gle week without reasserting
that its annexation by the US is
inevitable, despite the fact that
such a move would defy e ml:{
rule of soverelgnty known to humank|
“I think it will happen,” he repeated as
recently as March 13, forcing the chair-
man of the Danish parllament's defence
committee to remark, “It would mean war
between two NATO countries.”

Trump is focussing on appropriating
both Greenland and Ukraine, allenat-
ing the European Union, since both are
continental countries. His reasons for
usurpation are the same: ego, impuni-
ty. minerals, legacy. He doesn't care
whom he estranges.

’n'\lmp s lnmlng on (.mnlnnd being

a real bnromeler to assess the d grap

1gth. While welfare sct ly d along-
term plan is also needed. Besides, the artificial intelligence
revolution might prove disruptive for both the services and
industrial sectors sometime soon.

Hence, the government's focus on a proposed Al City, up-
grading skills and industrialisation is as important un its
welfare sch The main chall is
transition to the age of Al in all sectors including agricul
ture. One big hurdle will be a shortage of funds. While the
state will have to mobilise funds without getting into adebt
trap—with the outstanding debt at over 25 lakh crore—the
onus will also be on the Centre. As Bhatti rightly pointed
out, Telangana's share in the central pool of taxes decreased
from 243 to 2.1 percent under the 15th Finance Commission.
His call for rational tax devolution that does not punish per-
forming states must be debated.

QUICK TAKE

BEYOND BYZANTINE INTRIGUE

STANBUL, which houses a fifth of Tirkiye's population, has
always wielded immense power in the country’s politics. So a
l‘mmmr Rcccpmtpﬂrdown,mmm trytna
to crush the is just
another episode of Byzantine court polmcs It comes when
Turkiye scems on the verge of clinching peace with the Kurds,
its largest ethnic minority and matters also because the NATO
nember is a close backer of the new Syrian regime. Now that

| security” takes
its froma United States G
logical Survey text (‘What is a critical
mineral”): “The Energy Actof 2020 de
fined eritical minerals as those that are
essential to the economic or national se-
curity of the United States,.."According
to the USGS's 2022 list of 50 critical min-
erals/elements, more than a dozen of
these are nestled untouched by human
hands in Greenland. And many of them
are abundant in Ukraine.

Greenland’s critical mineral and en-
ergy assets are estimated at $4.4 trillion,
of which $1.7 trillion are olland gas. The
value of minerals is, therefore, roughly
$2.7 trillion. More important is that
Greenland's resource fortune and strate-
gic location, both untapped, is potential-
ly worth hundreds of billions - perhaps
trillions - of dollars in the medium-term,
especially with Arctic shipping routes
opening up and climate change making
resource extraction possible there.

But if there is one thing that the fu-
ture resists with all its caprice and
might, it is being reliably priced. In
2016, it was estimated that 35,000 sq km
in Greenland (1.6 percent of its land
area) were under mining and mineral
exploration. Then, in 2021, Greenland
stopped issuing licences for oil and gas
because of concerns about climate
change and drilling costs, and the ex-
ploration area shrank.

IR <

KAJALBASU

viewed the US positively - despite hav-
ing turned down the US’s proposal 79
years ago to buy Greenland for a paltry
$100 million in gold bullion, equivalent
to $1.3 billion today) In fact, BP. Chev-
ron, ConocoPhillips, Eni, Equinor and

R

Weteran purmalst

Barely 11 years ago, Brookings had
wildly misread the winds by predicting
that “because of the slowdown in invest.
ments in new miningactivities, it isless
certain that Greenland will be able toget
ma}or mining projects off the ground™.

Shell were granted exploi-
tation lioences for Northeast Greenland
in 2013, In the carly 2000s, Cairn Energy
blew more than $1 bﬂlbon drllllng dud

land didn't, because of its envi-
ronmenml concerns - the country cur
rently has only two functioning mines
~ but, in the intervening decade, China

wells in offshore G

Donald Trump I eying Greenland
forits natural resources that

are potentially worth trillions

of dollars. But annexing it, as he
claims he intends to do, would defy
every rule of sovereignty known to
the moderm world

But the dalliance with the US didn't
last. Four exploration licences are cur-
rently active in Greenland, none of them
given to an American company: one field
in the western Davis Strait is held by the
UK's Panoceanic Energy and the partly-
Danish national oll company(NOC) Nu-
naoil, and three more land-based fields
are held by the UK-based Greenland Gas
& Oil. These four blocks expire in 2027
and 2028, Greenland s goal is 100 percent
dependence on clean energy by 2000

That's five years from now. Trump
will remit office, never to return, in four

ed Itself into controlling 75
percent of the rare earth deposits in the
world, according to the Ukrainian Geo-
logical Investment Group (GIG).

The GIG might hesitate about esti-
mating Ukraine’s reserves, but accord-
ing to Kyiv, about 5 percent of the
world’s “critical raw materials” are in
Ukraine. The World Economic Forum
says only about 15 percent of Ukraine'’s
20,000 mineral deposits covering 116
sites were being mined when Russia
attacked in 2022,

‘This is why Europe wants to defend
Ukraine against Russia. It doesn’t want
the minerals to leave Europe. Ukraine
is home to a third of the continent’s
lithium deposits. It also has about 19
million tonnes of graphite, used to
make EV batteries.

Ukraine also hasother critical miner-
als such as titanium sponge, uranium,
and ilmenite. According to a 2023 study
by Forbes Ukraine, the country's rare
carth and other critical minerals could
be worth as much as $14.8 trillion.

Neither Greenland nor Ukraine s ex-
ploiting its reserves, for reasons rang-
ing from war in Ukraine and climate-
change concerns in Greenland, and nor
are they immediately exploitable. But
they exist, tauntingly easy plcklngx
The US wishes to secure resources for
its continued growth in a global future
it views as both fossil-fuelled and bat
tery-driven. An act of warlike but not
boots-on-the-ground neo-imperialist su-
zerainty over both countries is a smnll
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Fanning flames

Ref: Not plecemeal deals, West Asla needs
lasting solutions for peace (Mar 20). Religious
extremism rons deep in West Asia, As long as
it does, the violence will continue. Western
states must stop supplying arms 1o such
conflict-ridden regions. Their weapons are
fanning the flames of conflict

Sankara Venkata Raman,

Reduce plastic

Ref: Scientific management of waste

Is locrative (Mar 20). Scientific waste
management is crucial, but proactive

steps need to be taken to minimise waste
generation, Plastic packaging is the biggest
villain, Promoting eco-friendly alternatives
and adopting a ‘return and refund” option for
plastic packaging can help to some extent.
Nabnit Panigrahi, Rayagada

City infrastructure

Ret: Attaching strings: Centre o states &
states to cities (Mar 20). The column made for
an interesting read. With poot infrastructore
plaguing our cities, a third language would
beof least concern to a common citizen. Our
wish is to see the governments wtiise ow tax

y 10 improve out

lives through bettet urban infrastrature.
Anand Hosmane, email

Preventing dropouts

Ret: Why punish s tudents for systemic faults
(Mar 20). The cuericulum should explicitly

state the objectives for each dass, and

teachers should employ simple and ef fective
teaching techniques 50 as to impart knowledge
effectively. Both parents and teachers must take
the responsidility to identify and address the
factors contributing to stedent drepouts.
Avinashiappan Myilsami, Coimbatore

Sunita's resilience

Ref: Joy all around as Sunita’s back home
(Mar 20). Sunita Williams deserves rich praise
for displaying extracedinary courage and
resilience during her 9-month-long stay at the
International Space Station. Space reseanch
holds immerse potential, and our youth can
deaw Inspieation from Sunita to pursue careers

In this fie

Temple entry

Ref: Nown-Nindy believers should be given entry
Into temples, says Shvagiel Mutt chief (Mar
20). Swami Satchidananda's demand that
nen-Hindus who revere Hindu gods be allowed
0 enter Hindu temples is reasonable. There

decad It isn't as if Greenland always kept  years’ time, in January 2029, For him,  price to pay for a hould be 5 long as they adhere
RS mk-r:nr MOre ‘Ihmu"‘k:!mﬂhem hnsl lficuh':e\d'd);;:\mher the US out of the picture. (Until recent-  time is running out. An act of imperial-  status of first among equals. o the code of conduct. | feel this would be
opponent, one S SIN0S! region Iy, before Donald Trump threatened to st regency. eight decades in the waiting, (Views are personal) 2004 for social and religious harmeny.
has just added another crisis of political and diplomatic faith. foreibly annex the island, Greenlanders  would be his legacy. (kajalrbasuigmailom) | Slakshmi, Hyderabad
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Welcome back to
Earth, Sunita

The safe return of Sunita Williams to Earth
has brought immense relief to her admirers

e prayers of millions of admirers and fans were finally answered
when NASA astronaut Sunita Williams, along with her colleague
Butch Wilmore, returned to Earth after an unplanned nine-month
mission aboard the Intemational Space Station (ISS). Originally

slated for a brief eight-day stay, their mission was extended due to tech-
nical issues with Boeing's Starliner spacecraft, underscoring bath chal-
lenges within NASA's and the resili ofits
astronauts. Launched on June 5, 2024, aboard Boeing's Starfiner for its
inaugural crewed flight, Williams and Wilmore were expected to returmn
after approximately a week. But that was not to be, as a technical glitch
left Sunita stranded on the space station for nine long months, testing
her resilience and the acumen of NASA scientists.

However, during the mission, Starliner encountered propulsion prob-
lems and helium leaks, rendering it unsafe for the astronauts' retum,
Consequently, NASA opted to keep the crew aboard the ISS while
addressing these issues. Boeing's Starliner has faced multiple setbacks
since its development, including delays and technical malfunctions. The
propulsion system anomalies and helium leaks experienced during this
mission highlighted significant concems about the spacecraft's
reliability. These issues not only delayed the astronauts’ retum but also
raised questions about NASA’s strategy of partnering with private con-
tractors for crewed spaceflight missions.

The astronauts finally retumed aboard SpaceX's Crew Dragon cap-
sule, which landed off the coast of Florida. Throughout the extended
mission, Sunita Williams and

She to to various scientific experi-
ments and in her
despite the prolonged stay which can be tough psychologically as well
as physically. Her ability to navigate the uncertainties of space travel
exemplifies the resilience and mental fortitude required of astronauts.
Back home In India, there was great relief, as images of the Space
Shuttle Columbia explosion—in which Kalpana Chawla lost her
life—fiashed on people’s minds.

Sunita Williams, the Indian-American astronaut, has become an
emblem of and for millions of
young girls across India and beyond. With her extraordinary achieve-
ments in space exploration, she has shattered stereatypes, proving that
no dream Is too ambitious if one has the will to pursue it. Bom in 1965
in Ohio, US, to an Indian father and a Slovenian mother, Sunita Williams'
Journey to space is a to hard work and resili

A graduate of the US Naval Academy, she served as a naval officer
and test pilot before being selected as a NASA astronaut in 1998. Her
achievements include holding records for the longest spacewalk time by
a female astronaut and commanding the International Space Station
(ISS), making her one of the most influential figures in space explo-
ration. Sunita Williams’ success story is a beacon of hope for countless
Indian girls who aspire to excel in science, technology, engineering, and
mathematics (STEM) fields. Her joumey sends a powerful message—that
with courage and dedication, any barrier can be overcome. Coming from
an Indian heritage, she represents the vast patential that lies within
young minds across the country, encouraging them to dream beyond
socletal expectations.

Though the story has a happy ending, it also serves as a wake-up call
for NASA to recalibrate its processes, ensuring that such glitches do not
happen again — potentially costing human lives and shattering the
dreams of millions.

Leadersp@(

66

Glorifying invaders means
strengthening the very roots of
treason. New India will never accept those who insult
our great ancestors and praise those who attacked our
civilisation, violated our women, and struck at our faith.
At a time when the world recognises India’s cultural
legacy, every citizen has an obligation to maintain
respect for our distinguished leaders, rather

than praise those who attempted to

eliminate our identity.

S L |
Letters to the Editor

The decline of education system in MP

Are farmers’ demands justified?

Respect women’s right to choose

As the world experiences an increasing number of climate-related calamities, it is high time
to move towards the goal of a ‘human rights-based economy’ to mitigate vagaries of weather

ome recent photographs of Elon

Musk, now, heading President

Trump's newly created DOGE, in

several of the US government

Official meetings, Including the
one with the Indian Prime Minister, showed
him with his children and family. A section
of the media considered this overture, apart
from showing his familial love, also ‘as the
promotion for his pro-natalist position] a
view shared by many conservative voters
who elected Trump to power. Musk also
made it clear that ‘demographic decline, is
a much bigger risk to civilisation than
global warming'

While on the campaign trall, the Vice-
President nominee, JD Vance’s comment
‘childless cat ladies’ referring to the
Democratic presidential candidate, Kamala
Harris, and Musk’s calling her out as an
“extinctionist’, for citing ‘climate anxiety’ as
a reason for not having kids, amply indicat-
ed about the upsurge of an Intense wave of
pro-natalism in the US, once Trump comes
to power. In Teump 2.0, pro-cholce activists
apprehend that the Mexico City Policy, or the
Global Gag Rule, which banned the US glob-
al health funding to non-US organisations,
providing abortion care, reinstated during
his first tenure, is going to be uﬁ:udud to
all US foreign assistance. Many also expect
a nationwide abortion ban this time in the
aftermath of the overturning of the 1973 Roe
vs Wade decision during his earlier tenure.
Trump’s Project 2025, with its anti-choice
agenda, casts a shadow on women's repro-
ductive rights, while, the great replacement
theory of white supremacists finds a new
life inside the Republican Party.

Many consider Trump’s pro-life stand to
be more ‘about controlling women's bodies,
rather than a genuine concern for the ear-
liest stages of human life!As the global aver-
age number of births per woman hovers
around 2.3, a little above the ‘replacement
level, and population ageing becoming a sig-
nificant trend, policymakers and economists
across the world expressed concern about
‘diminishing labour force, upending con-
sumer culture, increased inflation, and the
prospect of overstressed government pro-

rams for ageing populations.
' :\mund.llﬁ:w%np lfn nations are now pur-
sulng pro-nationalistic policies, restricting
abortion and damping down on family
planning programs. A 2021 report, titled
Welcome to Gilead, in a reference to a
dystoplan novel by Margaret Atwood,
which examined the policies that promote
childbearing in Iran, China, Turkey, Russia,
Hungary, Poland, Germany, and the US,

reported that ‘there s a rise in toxic mix of

LW W, W pwme. P .3,

nationalism, xenophobia, and raclsm to
serve nationalistic, economic and patriar-
chal interests, instrumentalising women's
bodies, though, pronatalism, is not, in and
of Itself, coercive(Researcher, Monica
Scigliana).

Many feminists dubbed such pressures for
high birth rates from family, religion, pol-
itics and economy as the products of mil-
lennia of patriarchal disempowerment of
women, considering their bodies as vessels
for advancing a growth agenda’

On the other hand, climate protagonists
debunk the theory of ‘perpetual growth,
which treats ‘babies as cogs in a growth
machine, and overlooks their rights to be
born into soclal and ecological conditions
that support their well-being'(Nandita Bajaj,
Antloch University).

Almost half of the world's 2.2 Billion chil-
dren live in one of the 33 countries classi-
fied as ‘extremely high-risk’ facing a
deadly combination of exposure to mul-
;trk climate and environmental shocks.

owever, despite growing evidence, policy-
makers, journalists, and academics tend to
de-link demographic factors from environ-
mental sustainability concerns. As the
world Is besieged with rhetorics of pro-
growth narratives and the racist ‘great

replacement theory’, author Laura Carroll,
an exponent of reproductive rights and
ethics, in her book, the ‘Baby Matrix’
urged people to make ‘the most informed
decisions about parenthood, as a soclety can
no longer afford to
leave pronatalism
unquestioned:

Many climate
economists also dis-
card the bogey of
‘Ponzi demography’,
based on the ‘more is
better’ philosophy for
sustained economic
growth.  Several
development econo-
mists like Joseph Stiglitz and Amartya Sen,
found the current yardsticks of the GGDP-
based economicgrowth on only material
consumption, not thtyrolrinfe factors,
as 'Inadequate’ in measuring human well-
being.

Many espoused for a new economic
model which can work on declining popu-
lations, and also on the ageing
demographics.

Researchers revealed that 'fears about
ageing population are often gulded by the
false idea that older people are homoge-

neously ill, dependent, and unproductive!
The recent economic analyses also disclosed
that the costs connected with an ageing
soclety are ‘manageable, while the
economic, sockal, and environmental bene-
fits of smaller populations are substantial.

Moreover, a shrinking labour force is less
likely to threaten economic growth as new
technologies can take over more tasks. In the
book, Decline and Prosper, the demugrnrh-
ic expert, Vegard Skirbekk, argued that “low
fertility is on the whole a good thing, and
the outcome is good for J)mplc. particular-
ly women, and beneficial for the planet.

In 2021-22, the UN recognised the right
to a clean, healthy and sustainable environ-
ment as a fundamental human right, which
has been enshrined into law by 161 coun-
tries, barring the UK, US and Russia.

As the world experiences an increasing
number of climate-related calamities, it Is
high time to move towards the goal of a
“human rights-based economy’, which pro-
poses to give women the option of ‘free
choice’ about childbirth and work for eco-
nomic prosperity without compromising
ecological concerns.

(The author is fermesr Director General, Deerdarshan
and Al India Radio. Views expressed are personal)

Women entrepreneurs plant the seeds of health

SECOND
O pinion
he children are getting fidgety. The suspense-
I ful music blaring from the speakers near a
small makeshift stage on the playground of
thelr primary school in Samsa Tarahar village,
Bahraich district, Uttar Pradesh, adds to the excite-
ment as they eagerly awalt the arrival of Salman,
the magician. As parents, the village pradhan, and
other residents—men and women, young and
old—settle down behind the rows of children, a sud-
den silence falls. All eyes are riveted on a snazzily dressed
man wearing a long, flashy red and gold cape with a match-
Ing turban, making a dramatic entrance from behind a cur-
tain” Do you know there is another magician like me who
lives in your village? How many of you know her and want
to meet her?” Salman asks. As the audience responds enthu-
slastically, he waves the wand in his hand, mumbling some
magical words. Just as the music reaches a crescenda, a woman,
simply dressed in a cotton sari, stands up from the audience
and makes her way to the front of the stage. Pointing to her,
he announces, “This is Shashi Devi, the didi who makes your

SWAPNA
MAJUMDAR

Just like Shashi Didl's family. For those who haven't
yet experlenced this magic, all you need to do is
et vegetable saplings of your choice from her and
reap the health benefits™ While the magician’s deft
weaving of magic tricks with health and nutri-
tion messages has successfully raised awareness
and curiosity about Shash, she is not the only one
creating magic. Ever since 24 women from mar-
ginalised communities, like Shashi, in 24 villages
across four blocks were trained to become veg-
etable nursery entrepreneurs under the Aga Khan
Foundation’s Poshan Prerna and Aspirational
District Programme, they have been sowin
multiple seeds of health and empowerment—both within
beyond their villages—thanks to their nurseries. Initiated to
address the health and economic challenges faced by rural fam-
ilies in Bahraich, the g:vglammc, implemented with support
from Indusind Bank, has not only created new income oppor-
tunities for these women but also improved their health.

In fact, these nursery entrepreneurs are proving to be life-
savers for other women as well. When frontline health work-
ersand the AKF team monitoeing pregnant women found that
Prema Devi, a resident of Balaha village in her third
trimester, was anaemic and needed nutritional support, they

thal nutrients like tron, calcium, and vitamins—were provid-
ed to establish a nutrition garden in her backyard. Regular mon-
#oring of her nutritional intake by a proactive panchayat, ASHA
workers, ANM, AWW, and the AKF team yielded significant
results, including weight gain and an increase in
haemoglobin levels.” Our data indicates 2 17.1 per cent reduc-
tion in anaemia prevalence among pregnant women n areas
where linkages were established between panchayats active-
ly supervising health and nutrition indicators and vegetable
nursery p Increased ¢ p of iron-rich
foods, combined with IFA supplementation, has also con-
tributed to this positive trend,” states Ashok Singh, District
Programme Officer, Health. Learning about the nutritional
value of saplings and receiving AKF training on organic meth-
ods for pest and disease management to ensure chemical-free
growth has significantly boosted the entrepreneurs’ incomes
as well. Each entrepreneur was provided with 130 trays con-
taining 15,000 saplings free of cost. According to vendra
Singh, the district coordinator for skill development, each
woman earned approximately 20,000 over a six-month cycle
spanning two seasons, increasing their annual family income
by nine per cent—a remarkable achlevement for a district
ranked as the second most backward in India. Their achieve-
ments are not only making them economically independent

Madam — Refer to news report, "Farmers MSP talks with
centre in deadlock, Punjab police detain key leaders’ (March
20). Farmers in Punjab receive free electricity, heavily sub-
sidised seeds, and fertilisers from the government. They do
not pay income tax but receive significant financlal support
from their relatives abroad. Additionally, they easily obtain
loans from banks on lenlent terms, allowing them to buy
expensive tractors fitted with music systems.

dany farmers have Jeased their kands to contractors or given
them on rent for farming, while they hire poor sbourers from
UP, Bihar and Jharkhand at low wages. With minimal per-
sonal involvement in farming, they have ample free time for
politicking.

Due to their free time, many farmers actively engage in
politics, fi t protests and movements, Earlier, they staged
anearly year-long sit-in at the Delhi border, severely incon-
venlencing the general public.

Now, for over a year, they have been blocking roads at the
Khanauri and Shambhu borders in Punjab, creating hurdles
for ¢ traders, and ind I

These roadblocks have caused significant economic loss-
esand daily hardships for travelers and business owners alike,
While Punjab farmers have the right to fight for their
demands, it is unfair to violate the rights of other citizens,

VINAY KUMAR MALHOTRA | AMBALA CANTT

ing education expend|

hile, private school i

llnesses vanish with her magical vegetable plants from her  immediately reached out to the AKF team, as there was no  but also empowering them to take charge of their own health—
nursery. nursery entrepreneur in her village. A direct link was estab-  conjuring magic one sapling at a time.

Her saplings are chemical-free and full of nutrients. The lished with the nearest entrepreneur, and high-lmpact .
health of those who have set up poshan vatikas (nutrition gar-  saplings of cauliflower, brinjal, cabbage, chili, tomato, long (The authoris " gendes Views are
dens) in their homes with her saplings has vastly improved—  gourd, bitter gourd, spinach, and coriander—rich in essen- expressed are personal)

HEALTH HAZARDS OF PESTICIDE
RESIDUES IN INDIAN FOOD SUPPLY
esticide residues in food ase small ‘Contamination of food with pesticides
nncostofdmlvapollt!cs amounts of pesticides that remain poses a serious health risk, which is fur-
Madam — The data presented in the Madhya Pradesh Madam —The quicksand of communalism presents a bal- o SWERRSA SRR | SN O
Assembly paints a grim picture of the state’s education sys-  anced and logical points to ponder over. Organisations with- pos po::lm fisks, dopending — i
tem. The government has left no stone unturned in Increas-  out constructive ideas and ideologles seek to take divisive fac- on the specific pesticide milomm: » place, these are gaps in monitoring,
iture-rising from 25,953 Crore in 2021~ tors like reglonal, communal or caste or colour as a fertile tration. India is one of the top consumers  enforcement and public education, which
2210 an estimated 336,581 Crore by 2025-26. Yet, the num-  ground to flourish for sometimes. After incurring heavy loss of pesticides globally, using them axten-  quire stronger govemment action at
ber of students In government schools has seen a drastic  of men and materials those trapped in the tussle realise thelr sively In agicuttom (o potect rops flom  Both the caniral and atakelevels,
decline. Over the past decade, student enrollment has dropped  mistakes and return to a peaceful reconciled life. But the pests and diseases. However, the detec- Reports from the Food Safety and
from 7.896 Million to just 5.817 Million. The most alarm-  damage they cause is immense and the pains are borne for tion of pesticide residues in food has Standards Autherity of Incia (FSSAI) and
ing fact Is that in the 2024-25 academic session, not a single  along time. Identify seekers find communal and caste plat- emerged as a issve. varl how that
student enrolled in the first grade in 5501 schools. forms as potential ones for their Instant response. Such Research shows that most foeds in Indla  pesticide residues have been found in
M have surged, clearly  leaders or organisations seeking identity in communal oe caste contain these residues, some of which more than 50 per cent of food samples
indicating that parents are losing faith in government schools.  grounds can be easily identified by the absence of any con- arve levels higher than safe limits. tested in India. Some foods, such as veg-
The government has attempded to attract students by offer-  structive agenda like removal of poverty, equality, equidis- This skustion raises serious health etables, fruits, cereals, pulses and spices,

ing free books, uniforms, mid-day meals, and laptops, but
these measures have falled. Experts believe that the ‘Child
Tracking System’ has revealed &; true figures, but the core
issue remains the lack of quality education, Inadequate infra-
structure, and the growing preference for private schools. This
is a wake-up call for the government. Increasing the et
alone is not enough, appointing more teachers, improving
school Infrastructure, and enhancing education quality are
crucial. Winning back parents’ trust is now the biggest chal-
lenge. If effective steps are not taken soon, the future of gov-
ernment schools could be in deep crisis.

K JAIN | BARWANI

tribution of wealth and peaceful co-existence.

concerns and highlights the need for bet-

have been found to contain pesticides in

But the history makes it clear that any advancements and ter food safety excess of

achlevements such elements make will be only ephemeral. public awareness. (MRLS) set by regulatory bodies.
Thaose who find fault with the Muslim rulers for their over- The recent appeal by the Union Pesticides are used on crops to control
active communal activities against Hindus should remem- MAinister of Staks for Hoalth and Femslly insects, fungi and weeds and can be
ber that more such activities can be counted upon as Sivaites Waliere for oUgh watse, sol and ok,
against Vaishnavaites, Vadakalal Valshnavaltes against _’:":fbh' M":m::‘;::m Miecting nearty crops.
Thenkalai Vaishnavaites and so on. Those who take oath to
preserve the Constitution with spirit and essence openly Dok ond Soadi ety bn . SATYAWAN SAURABH | BHIWANY
promote communal hatred and the concerned authoritles sit
muted as number ones.

(opn — 400 words.

AG RAJMOHAN | ANANTAPUR
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Nagpur violence: Stop
‘irrelevant’ squabbles

urangzeb must be sleeping peacefully in his grave in Khuldabad,
A bad Nagar district, while people
fight over it three centuries after his death. The 1o over whom
he ruled have come under the reign of several forelgn powers,
including the British, after his demise. They fought valiantly sacrificing
tens of thousands of lives and achleved freedom. They refused to be gov-
erned by religious diktats either, and went on to form the world’s largest
secular democracy despite being partitioned in the name of faith.
Someone now wants to announce that the last powerful Mughal emperor
was a brute who tortured, maimed and killed his own kin to achieve power
and retain it and hence his tomb should be removed, even while others
want to remember him as a frugal man who despised luxuries and that his-
tory is being distorted to defame him long after his death. While many say
he plundered religlous places, others opine that he helped build shrines
even mg'muwmlnl other faiths, India, being a democracy offering freedom L
of speech and expression as a fundamental right, must ensure all such per-
sons are able to profess their beliefs publicly and in a peaceful
manner. They should be able to tell thelr compatriots to learn the right
BHONS

AGE | FRIDAY | 21 MARC!

! from the past so that we, as a people,
That religlous  focus on solving our day-to<day problems unit: [ ] @ LE”’ERS
are odly and prepare a ter tomorrow for the D e an c 0
future generations. That is what civilisational Wer
[ taaus progres domands:that 1 whatth Consitiion p HEAR FARMERS NOW
asks o lan cltizons,
concemn of @ gov-  Sudly, though, this is not the case in India for
OI:M ~ qw"dmm tln.: now. ’rr‘:;r:“l- a set of poople L] . . Finally the Punjab police
w rule who discover the wrongs 10 as time pass- 9 -
of law. It should ¢ and want them righted now. They place reli- e uanons ln n an cean has cleared the Delhi
apply It ruthlessly glon m"h‘a‘m n;’ '?:)lld ;o (h-‘:‘\‘l)\:‘pmpl;lwho Amritsar national highway
are really in need of solutions r problems -om-
to whoover trying to can bo hoodwinked into supporting them. They New Delhi's ‘The world's top naval slots 919 '0:'0' $o the San
dent peace. declare that the rule of law does not apply to move ls tobe \ere all taken by the muters after more than a
fssues when matters of religion are at sta by Western  and  Russlan  year. The thrust was creat-
Such people are back in action in N r and want the tomb of "?” thwarted n'::m ’l‘lzt.hf. in contrast, ed by the industrialist
Mughal emperor demolished, They are willing to be draw blood to achleve which has successfully the world's largest navy
that alm. Then there are the saviours of the honour of the same man who wooed African and (albeit not the most power-  lobby on AAP government
died same 300 years ago. They too have no compunction in resorting to vio- Indian Ocean states, ful one) belongs Io.Chlnl. for the heavy loss it was
lence to accomplish their mission. It cannot get worse, or in fact more sur- s which is the warld's most
real, when I'M nnl;‘n:’nmom in power books the admirers of the ruler of a Including Sri Lanka, lluxrlvrl expanding  Incurring caused by
ne era for sedition. Maldives, naval power. obstruction to transport of
t religlous passions are fuelling this lssue should not be the concern Seychelles, In terms of overall naval their goods Tho(u hp"‘ g
of a government mandated to uphold the rule of law. It should ruthlessly tiny windswept  in the future, Madagascar and the strength, five of the top ten 9 . 9 €
apply it to anyone who seeks to it pence and make the life of ordinary Island in ane of which has thus countries today are Aslan,  clearance action was swift,
miserable. This business of discovering historical reasons to sow the remotest  attal the status of New ~ COMOros led by China, followed by

Peo)
ms- of hatred has no place in s civilised society. It is all the more ironi-
cal when it is done In the name of a man, who, as an RSS leader put it, is

Delhi's furthest military

Indonesia, South Korea,
Japan and India. Russia
and Turkey

initiated with gentle words

of the DIG at the site

“not relevant today". Ocean, thousands of miles  the soverelgnty and jurls  bocause India views the also find & omecting the fa
from the shores of any con  dict Mauriiios, breakneck spood of  place nthefopten, keaving [ 29IUSS1nG the farmers to
tinent, has eme a  unlike Western military  Chinese naval expansion s for just three COOperate, a mild action
symbol of India's growing  bases like Disgo Garcia  In the Indian Ocean as an  Western gnwm ~ the did take place. The clear-
maritime ambitions. Thi which are virtual colonies.  existential  threat and  United tates,  which ance of trolleys and infra-
. by Likm wide The military base is the  believes its intervsts lie in  retains the number one  ©/1" i e ;
Industry chmate T’ a als isdand known as Agalegn is  result of an agreement "“r“"'i,,"ﬁh the Western “ﬁ' France and malum, structure will take a few
gall g‘) asanaval  signed in 2015 between  powers in this region. owever, as  Western :
4 base by Now Delhi under n  India  and  Mauritius,  The People’s bic of  naval power in the Indian ) days. Now a meeting
he A. Revanth Reddy-led Congress government in Telangana pre- strategic agreemont with  which reflected the conver  China has made its inten-  Ocean cuntinues to recede,  WIth the farmers Is must.
I sented ity second Budget on Wednesday. Being o welfare-focused gov- the island nation of  gence in the two countries’  tlons in the Indian Ocean  India's lmportance as a sta. R.S. Narula
he B ked all checkboxes related to farmers, agri- Mauritius, ties with which  strategic aims, region very clear and Is  tus quokst that seeks Patiala
mong others, The interesting element in the were further st thened New Delhi has affirmed  rapidly mm%lnu up its 1o uphold a rulesbased
Budget was the government’s vision to transform Telangana into an indus- by Prime inister  ftsrole as o trusted partner naval and military space  order can anly increase.
trial and urban state. Narendra Modi's visittoits  of Mauritius at a time capabilities there in sever-  India can thus be a stabilis- SILLY DEMAND
According to the Iludf:.;t documents, the government alms to industrl- ital Port Louls earlier  when Britain is further dis- ol ways. Today, almost two  ing force in the midst of
alise the state through the Mega Master Plan 2060 to decentralise industri- month. ongaging from the reg! dozen Chinese naval m ic shifts in the bl THE VIOLENCE in Nagpur follow-
al development. Though Hyderabad is currently the main economic engine Agnlega, located about  due primarily to and submarines are - ance of world naval power,  ing  protests demanding the
of the state, the government aims to establish sector-specific industrial 1100 km  from the and mil reasons. Last  cated to operations in the rticulardy in the Indlan  removal of Aurangzeb's tomb is a
clusters across the state for IT, pharmaceuticals, healthcare, food process Mauritius  capital, Port October, Britain finally Indlan Ocean. This is slat- wmn‘ im reminder how history is
ing, sports, blles, garments, | handl and Jewellery. Loufs, according  to  agreed to return the last of  od to rise significantly in For New Delhi, this ing weaponised for political
If successfully implemented, the cluster approach will create several military expert  its African colonies, the  the near future and the day  region will continue to be  gains. Regardless of how controver-
uxsen townships that could attract capital from across the world and also Sumuel Bashfield, s “an  Chagos  Islands,  to s not fur off when its alr-  crucial. For, as Prime  sial o historical figure may be, his-
reduce stress on Hyderabad. absolutely perfect spotfora  Mauritiug, which it had  craftcarviers will venture  Minister Narendra Modi  tory cannot be erased. It serves as a
The state can create at least three major urban zones — one centred military base”, The south-  foreibly selzed in 1065 and  bere, had remarked in the Sri  crucial source of knowledge for
around Hyderabad, driving growth in the erstwhile united Mahbubnagar, west [ndian Ocoan, accord:  incorporated into & new The biggest threat to Lankan Parllument ten  coming generations. The ongoing
Maedak, R.nnnmmy and parts of Nalgonda district; a second centred ing to him, “is an aren colony named British  Indlan mlmlumm yoars ago, that the “course  demand to remove his tomb not
around the united istrict, the united where it's important for  Indian Ocean Territory, or s China's pl deploy-  of the Zist century will be  only disregards the duty of histori-
Khammam district and parts of the old united Nalgonda district; and a India to have areas where  BIOT. ment of nuclearpowered  determined by the currents  cal conservation but also fuels

third growth hub centred around the united Karimnagar, Nizamabad and

thelr alreraft can support

The creation of BIOT was

SSENs (nuclear powered

of the Indlan Ocean™. The

unnecessary communal tens

jons, If

Adilabad districts. thelr ships, and also where  driven by steategic impera-  ballistic  missile  sub-  trouble s that these cur-  we start erasing monuments based
Telangana is the only state In India, other than the National Capital it has areas it can use ns  tives, particularly a desire  marines) in the Indian  rents never remain still  on presentday ideologies, wo risk
Territory of Delhi, that can turn into an urban state. While unplanned civic launching  pads  for toretain a military station  Ocean. This will have a  amidst the frenetic jostling  distorting the past and losing valu-
development created a mess in Delhi-NCR, the Telangana government is operations” in the middle of the Indian  devastating  impact on  for dominance. able lessons, Maharashtra's leader-
conscious of the fact that urbanisation must be sustainable. I)urm{ Ocean. by ly,  strategic for New Delhi's every move smﬁ should ensure the protection
As a result, the Mega Master Plan 2050 also lays stress on promoting solar years, India has bullt a  London keased the fsland of  India, which Is still not  issought to be thwarted by of historical sites, irrespective of
and wind energy projects and encouraging the use of electric cars in the mqfr nlmrlﬁ.thmv alo Diego Garcla, located inthe  fully in a position to  Beljing which has success:  political pressures.
state. As & proof of concept that could later be applied across the entire with large hangars and  Chagos island chain, to the  counter such a move. To  fully wooed African and Vishal
state, the government plans to develop the chief minister's pet project, other facilities capable of  United States for bullding tﬁ:‘ckly enable the posi-  Indian  Ocean  states, Tumkur
Future City, as India’s first net-zero eity, accepting the largest alr  an air-naval base, thoning of at least one Including  Sri  Lanka,
As Prime Minister Narendra Modi said, states must lead if India is to craft in its inventory, Meanwhile, Mauritius, SSBN In the reglon, the Maldives, Mauritius, RES“JENT suN"A
grow. As Telangana has declared its intent, the Centre must walk the talk including maritime sur-  which attained indepen-  Chinese have been sending  Seychelles, M. r
and support it in becoming a role model for sustainable development. velll arcraft like the  dence in 1968, never recon-  submarines and survey  and the Comoros, Indla has — ASTRONAUTS are o .mm broed
P81, heavy lift trans-  clled to the loss of the vessels to chart the oceans  responded by upgrading  and Sunita Willkams is rarest of
s as well as fighters.  Chagos Islands and contin-  around India. o e thes with  them, Originally scheduled as an
ing P81 survelllance ued to fight for its retnte- At the most fundamental  Mauritius and restoring  gightday mission turned out to be
alreraft, which monitor the  gration at various world  level, Indla's  nascent e ones with the nine months' stay for Williams and
oceans for surface ships  forums and the nav: reflects  Maldives, Sri Lanka and timare, ibe being stranded on
and  submarines, are International Court of & shift in relative  the Seychelles. It also  the International Space Station they
already operating from the  Justice (ICJ), naval power, both at the retainsal ing post conducted more than 900 hours of sc
THE ASIAN AGE afrstrip though perhaps It Is significant that New | and Aslan contexts.  radar facility in  entific research besides growing
e not an & regular basks. Delhi played an important  India’s  Agalega  move M bullt way back  space greens and breaking space-
Alarge new jotty has also  behind the scenes role in  comes in the wake of In 2007 Agalega a4 walking records. While it is great
Kavsan Mivia K Srewanae been built which can berth  the final British dealon the  diminishing power and  response to the geopolitical — that she is back an earth, a long dura-
Mo Str & Pty naval craft, oflers and retun of the Chagos influence of Britain in the elbowing that New Delhi jon misston will take a huge
Tow Asian A affhon s bacniod L SUpply Veasels. to thus. n 3 atane  cannot avold any toll on her physical and mental
other Is. This  Islands to Maurd While  Indian Ocean, which at not b thme il e feal and d
Now Dolhd Josshartal Nebes Natbonsl Youlh oo, 260 Doen Duysl Upadiyay Marg Now (b, 110052, v base in the western Indian  India steadfastly stood by  time was for all practical  the foreseeable future, health. Returning to earth's gravity
e o] wi L) a Bl 3 w
Ocean pled with the Maurities’ demand for the  purposes a British lake. A1l for
Prtinkod and Privad sn bl of end e upeoming Nicobar Island handover, it also  Even till three decades The writer isan  dination and walking, and her forth
i s i e, i it Mo o base in the eas could sup- wthe continuation  ago, the Indian Ocean  fudwpendent commentator & % tha care
P Lansbe Quinbinah L1d. b Maee. Wioch 2. iumbonh Howss, 70 Vi fed Lissbons S11 750 port Indin's growing fleet of  of Garcia as a joint  reglon was utterly domi on political Govind
BNE Mgt tenn ruaver 37200 nuclear attack submarines  US-UK naval base. This is  nated by Western powers, and security issues Noida
all this, the MHA Is still awaiting a final ~ Mr Lodba to the of additional director
— from the J&K government, . mlemmmﬂMm
mwummm about the move. Was this a tacit admission that
3 m(GAD‘In hmlnuh‘.b detalls  the socusations against him were unfounded” Or
[ )lll[l Cherian wm;ﬁ‘mwﬂ'n dw:!"l\ .M mpi';&"mm“f
DilIIKaBahu case, since the alleged violations occurred in mﬂum umman
Ladakh. Additionally, there's the exami  had been that his in films
nation of cases three more ~  had Bihar's nmnl ishment.
Jitendra Kumar Ramesh Kumar and, once  They obviously misread the script.
again, Prasanna Ramaswimy G, Is this merely N-anny.mmmmmwn-vuz
.0 ton, the BIP Is commitied to promis-  thon proposuls against three officers — Yasha  another case of bureaucratic lethargy? Or i theve  lance case remain significant. The ED's case
o8, which Is a city nlmhb Mudgal, Shahid Igbal Choudhary and Niraj an unwillingness to act decisively -0 besed on the same grounds as the DA case that the
S as I") l tory of political Witha two  Kumar — because some documents remain unac- M.M«Gnu-.mhuahm m-mmma‘:mmunuwur
10 asaist them, the chief minds.  counted for, resemble less an ani Lodha in 2022. Shouldn't these charges matter i
. . office (CMO) has an organised team in place This len't the first reminder. Earller in  and move sn merry-goround. they are serious in a system that takes pride in its
a lntees ln to ensure . February, the MHA also Instructed the J&K mm%&hMuMwamvnlmd
In contrust, the Kejriwalled government  administration to expedite the CBI' Emmmm CASE OF AMIT LODHA realpolitik, where decisions are made more
o took o different dumgthpwm requests for two more [AS offioers — M. Rajuand  Amit Lodha's story is one of the most dramatic in - nternal equations, public opinion and ?
administration, party to  Prasanna Ramaswamy G. — after obtaining the  the Lodho, & for- Mr Lodha's promotion s perhaps just another
go S new ministers in various capacities. While approval from Ladakh's leutenant gov-  mer police officer who is now a bestselling  reminder that, in the end, it's not just about erime
control may have been assured, thisoften led toan — ernor. entire has been dragging on,  author, rose with Bihar Diaries, and punishment — it's also about and polit-
. overcrowded socretariat with too many hands in - with flles shy and forth, yet no concrete  which The Bihar  Ical calculus in & world where headlines change
a n a 00 the pot and unclear roles. Reflecting on the Shella  action has been Notflix sensation. However, reallife  more quickly than polickes.
Dikshit era, the contrast is striking. Her gover-  Lot’s not forget that the J&K administration had followed shortly arrival of
nance model collaborated well with the bureau- Amwmmmh roeldifi glory. His career appeared to be in danger Love them, hate them fgnove them
cracy and did not require additional political ~five mmmmm&m due to & formal socusations of dispro- peril, is the babu guarantee and Dillp's belief.
lﬁﬁlbﬂ 10 oversee operations. fraudulent gun lcenoes in exchange for an Share it
‘s new system is evidently an attempt  galns — serlous business, If proven true. But And yet, the Bilar government has now elevated oo,
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For those without a voice

There are new opportunities and challenges for journalists, including Al.
But journalism based on empathy and human values will never go extinct

DrourADI MURMU

I AM GLAD to be here with you for the
Ramnath Goenka Excellence in Journalism
Awards ceremony. These awards recognise
and celebrate the best of our journalism.
With this, we also honour the legacy of
Ramnath Goenla, the founder of The Indian
(press group and a great icon of Indi
dia. He stood up for the freedom of the press
before Independence as well as after
Independence. His newspaper refused to
buckle during the Emergency, The blank ed-
itorial it published became a telling symbol
of a free press as well as a sign of hope for
the restoration of democratic rights.

Goenka ji's audacity was guided by the
values he must have learned from our free-
dom movement. Many of the great leaders
of the nationalist movement had taken to
Journalism to create awareness among the
masses. Mahatma Gandhi was a journalist
too among the many professions he made
his own, His first long imprisonment in India
wasdue to his writings in his journal, Young
India. Gandhi ji said, “The sole aim of jour-
nalism should be service." Goenka ji's jour-
nalism was precisely that — in the service of
fellow citizens.

For Goenka ji, the idea of service was not
limited to journalism only. His association
with the Father of the Nation similarly ex-
tended to other activities. In 1933, at a func-
tion where Gandhi ji was collecting funds
for Harijan upliftment, in the first bid for a
casket worth Rs 15, Goenka ji stepped for-
ward with a bid of Rs 100. In 1935, when
Gandhi ji was re-elected as president of the
Hindi Sahitya Sammelan, he said this hon-
our must have been due to his work of
spreading Hindi in the South. He then
named Shri Ramnath Goenka as one of the
“custodians” of that mission,

The importance of free and fair journal-
ism for democracy cannot be overestimated.
If the citizens are not well informed, the
democratic processes kase their very mean-
ing. News media is called the Fourth Estate
because it plays a vital role in a modern state.
As such, allof us have stakes in the health of
this sector. With that concern in mind, [
would like to offer some observations about
some crucial issues, hoping that these re-
marks will lead to further discussion.

First of all, a thriving newsroom full of
ideas is essential for the business of news.
One of my illustrious predecessors, Dr AP |
Abdul Kalam, had once emphasised in this
forum itself the necessity of a research wing
associated with the newsroom to ensure
quality and accuracy of news. It is satisfying
toknow that The Indian Express has a vibrant
newsroom with a research team.

lalso feel that news gathering, which is
the soul of journalism, must be strength-
ened. You need to devote more resources
in encouraging the culture of reporting
from the ground. You cannot do that un-
less you have a viable “business model” for
sustenance. Earlier, newspapers and mag-
azines sought to offer qualitative reporting
and analysis, and readers bought their
copies. A sufficient number of readers
meant a good platform for advertisers, who
subsidised the costs, In recent decades,
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however, this model has been replaced by
many hybrid models, Their success must
be measured by their effect on the quality
of journalism. it is true that there are only
alimited number of sources of funding the
world over. It could be the state or corpo-
rate entities or the reader. While the first
two have their own advantages and limi-
tations, the third option of keeping the
reader at the centre is the most preferable
option. It has only one limitation:
Sustaining that model seems difficult.

I understand leading news platforms
around the world have been grappling
with this challenge for some time. As
stakeholders, we all should work towards
creating more awareness on this issue. |
believe that profitability, on the one hand,
and the responsibility to the readers are
not mutually exclusive; indeed, they can
be complementary.

On the issue of content creation, we
hope that we will soon reach a stage when
malicious content will be weeded out, and
so-called post-truth will go out of cur-
rency. Technological tools are also being
applied to that end, We can hasten that
process with proactive campaigns to edu-
cate citizens about these pitfalls. In fact,
the hazard of deepfakes and other misuses
of artificial intelligence compels us to sen-
sitise all citizens about this critical aspect
of news. The young generation, in partic-
ular, should be educated to spot the bias
and the agenda in any form of news report
or analysis, Developing that critical faculty
among young minds is indispensable for

FOR THE
RECORD

We hope that we will soon
reach a stage when malicious
content will be weeded out,
and so-called post-truth will
goout of currency.
Technological tools are also
being applied to that end. We
can hasten that process with
proactive campaigns to
educate citizens about these
pitfalls. In fact, the hazard of
deepfakes and other misuses
of artificial intelligence
compels us to sensitise all
citizens about this critical
aspect of news.

CR Sastkumar

the future of the nation in general too,

Al meanwhile, is disrupting the world,
creating new opportunities as well as new
challenges in many sectors including jour-
nalism. Machines have already started com-
piling and editing reports. The day might not
be far when they are able to carry out most
of the work of journalists. What they lack,
however, is empathy, which will be the one
i ient that can help, ists beat AL
Journalism based on human values is not go-
ing to be extinct ever.

The work of today’s award winners is
characterised by such human values in one
way or the other. It highlights their concern
for fellow citizens and for those who are not
inaposition to speak for themselves. My con-
gratulations to the winners, As journalism

| 1 theircol-
leagues, who too contributed to their work.

1 am happy to know that the awards have
a section on journalism in regional lan-
guages too, This will help highlight more
ground reports from those regions of the
country that are far from big cities,

The Ramnath Goenka Awards have con-
tributed to the process of raising the bar of
excellence in Indian journalism, thus enrich-
ing the roots of our democracy. My best
wishes to all of you for keeping up the kind
of journalism that matters,

The writer is the President of India.

This is the edited text of President Murmu's
speech at the Ramnath Goenka Excellence in
Journatism Awards for 2023 in

New Delhi on March 19

In Gaza, war as politics

Netanyahu's political survival depends on enabling, not ending, hostilities

PALESTINIANS IN THE Gaza Strip are being
subjected once again to a full-scale Israeli
military attack. The latest series of bomb-
ings is “just the beginning”, said Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, While
the domestic and international circum-
stances of Israel breaking the ceasefire it
signed with Hamas are significant, what is
also noteworthy is the recognition of the
prolonged culture of thwarting even the

possibility of peace.
Several Israeli domestic political devel-
opments may hint at t g of the new

the tra-

Saving the coal passing Israel had al ceasefire  Trump is fall
the budget before March 31 and the post-  when it blocked the supply of humanitar-  ditional groove of unconditional support
of court pr him  ianaid to Gaza in earty March inan attempt  to Israel.
are i to pressure Hamas to accept the Israel broke the cease-

tum to war, Itamar Ben-Guir, the former na-
tional security minister who resigned after
the ceasefire with Hamas, agreed to return
to Netanyahu's government after the re-
sumption of military operations in what he
said was the "right, moral, ethical, and justi-
fied step”, as reported in the Israeli newspa-
per Hoaretz. Ben-Gvir's party rejoining the

attacks, but the desire of its political lead-
ership to continue the conflict as a regular
matter of politics is an overarching theme
that makes it easier to understand why
Israel is restarting operations.
Netanyahu's move to dismiss Shin Bet
director Ronen Bar revealed the conflict-
ing positions within the Israeli govern-

helps Netanyahu consolidate
his position. The sad reality is that the polit-
ical survival of right-wing leaders like
Netanyahu depends on creating conditions
that enable never-ending hostilities. War be-
comes the means to do everyday politics.
Netanyahu and his right-wing partners
had to endure humiliation when people in
Israel and across the world saw Hamas

ment on the strategy to be adopted on the
security and military fronts. Bar prioritised
the return of the remaining Israeli
hostages over starting another military
campaign. Netanyahu and his right-wing
allies, on the other hand, preferred the mil-
itary option. The voices of the families of
the hostages held in Gaza and demonstra-
tions in support of them, as usual, fell on
deaf cars.

make a ¢ show of the exchange
of Isracli hostages. The relentless bombard-
ment of the Gaza Strip from October 2023,
aimed at the “destruction” of Hamas, has
obviously not yielded the desired results.
After widespread death and destruction,
the Netanyahu government is back with a
military campaign, with the same aim —
“destroying Hamas™ — by targeting its “gov-
erning and military capabilities”.

of the first phase and release more
hostages. The Trump administration too
tried to pressure Hamas during their direct
negotiations, Hamas, on the other hand,
wanted the second phase of the agree-
ment, which would see the release of the
remaining Israeli hostages and Palestinian
prisoners in Israel, to begin immediately.
Netanyahu and US President Donald
Trump are obviously trying to thwart the
second and third phase of the agreement.

Israel's compulsion to sign the ceasefire
can be traced back to the political circum-
stances in the US during the last days of the
Biden administration and the impending
inauguration of the Trump presidency.
President-elect Trump wanted his special
envoy Steve WitkofT to see that there wasa
ceasefire, however short-lived, by the time
he took office. That objective was achieved.
Despite his eagerness to change the status
quo on various fronts, Trump is now ex-
hibiting elements of traditional American
policy towards Israel, Iran and the West
Asian region, In the US, the suppression of
pro-Palestinian voices and the arrests and
deportations of activists indicate that the

fire, Karoline Leavitt, the White House press
secretary, confirmed to the media that Tel
Aviv had consulted Washington before
restarting the massive military campaign.
Like the Biden presidency. the Trump admin-
istration is fully backing Israel's war. In her
warning to Hamas, Leavitt mimicked Trump
by stating that “all hell will break loose”,

The people of Gaza were still returning
to the debris created by Israel's military
strikes when the bombings restarted. They
are aware that it will take a long time to re-
build their homes and lives. Now with the
resumption of large-scale attacks, all hope
is shattered. The Palestinians have shown
the power of the idea of sumud, of stead-
fastness, in extremely difficult conditions.
But the world has failed them. Their fight
against occupation has not resulted in tan-
gible political outcomes, as Israel continues
to permanently postpone peace

The writer recently retired as a professor at the
Centre for West Asian Studies at jawaharial
Netiru University's School of International
Studies. He is the author of US Perceptions of
Iran: Approaches and Policies {2008)
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WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“We urge Tulsi Gabbard and other

US government officials to independently

examine all available evidence before making sweeping statements that unjustly

link an entire country to global terrorism.”

~ THEDAILY STAR, BANGLADESH

Sunita’s
homecoming

Williams and Barry Wilmore's
return to Earth marks a happy
ending — and a hopeful beginning

BIMAN NATH

WE BECOME FIDGETY and desperate if
our flight or train gets rescheduled, leav-
ing us stranded. What happens when your
planned short eight-day space trip be-
comes unduly extended to nine months
because the return flight gets cancelled at
the last moment?

In an uncanny, though partial, mirror-
ing of the plot of the film The Martian, a
rallying cry for space enth ts in re-

man body is not designed to do so for a
significantly long time. We don't realise
this in our daily lives, but the pull of grav-
ity is crucial for our bone maintenance. In
contrast, bones need not be strong enough
to support the body in space, and so new
bone cells are not produced at the usual
rate. This leads to a loss of bone density,
which would be devastating for astro-
nauts after retuming, because the dam-
age is irreparable. Muscles everywhere in
the body, including the heart, also suffer
atrophy. The way our blood circulates
changes in the absence of gravity, too,
with the head getting more than its share,
This reduces blood volume and increases
the chance of clots. Not only blood, but
other fluids build up in the head — astro-
nauts can experience what feels like a
constant cold. The accumulation of fluid

cent months has been to bring two astro-
nauts back from the space station, where
they have been unduly marooned for
months. Beyond space enthusiasts, too,
many people’s thoughts have been with
the forlom astronauts,

Not that this is the longest time an as-
tronaut has ever spent in space. That
record has been held for a long time by the
Russian cosmonaut, Valeri Polyakov, who
stayed for almost a year and a quarter in
the Mir space station back in 1994, But
that was a planned mission. Most space
missions do not last that long, and the
question mark hanging over the return of
Sunita Williams and Barry “Butch”
Wilmore has been darker than how space
itself looks like from the space station
window. Their travails, brought alive to
earthlings through pictures and video
clips, have had almost everyone’s eyes
glued to the orbiting space station,

“What travails?" one might ask. Before
you start thinking of life inside a space sta-
tion as a vacation in an isolated retreat,
lounging in rooms with a spectacular view
to boot, consider the plight of spending
months in a space station, with thoughts
of being rescued gnawing at your brainall
the time. One wonders if the sight of the
home planet, constantly acting as a re-
minder of the distressing predicament, is
helpful at all. As the recent Booker prize
winner Samantha Harvey has described
in her novel Orbital, astronauts probably
often take a second look at the blue planet
“to check that the earth and its seas are
not just dreams or mirages”. Some have
described this “overview effect” asan in-
spiring sight that strengthens the bond
between astronauts and fragile human-
ity; others have murmured their dissent.

Even if one ignores the deep psycho-
logical effect of being stranded, the effect
of zero gravity on the body is unmistak-
able. While astronauts are trained to oper-
ate under zero-gravity conditions, the hu-

Isod: the shape of ’ eye-
balls, weakening their vision, The upshot
is that upon their return, they will have
difficulty in walking, problems with their
eyesight, and will often feel dizzy.

One might say that the feeling of hav-
ing a constant cold is a good thing in the
space station, though. This is because the
smell up there is nothing to write home
about. Imagine a room that has not been
opened, and where astronauts have been
regularly visiting for two decades! One
must be thankful for small mercies after all.

Then there is the danger of being ex-
posed to high-energy particles in space.
On Earth, we are protected by a sheath of
magnetosphere, and the harmful effects
of these particles — coming from the Sun
and deep space — are minimised for our
benefit. There are also particles trapped in
the geomagnetic field. While the body be-
ing bombarded with such particles cer-
tainly increases the chance of cancer, es-
pecially during space walks, the extent of
this effect has not yet been quantified. This
isamajor concern for the present mission,
particularly because Sunita Williams has
clocked more space walk hours than any
other woman in history. Scientists have
been worrying about the problem of radi-
ation exposure in space for a while, but
there are no “case studies” yet. One has to
solve this radiation exposure problem to
some degree of satisfaction before plan-
ning to send astronauts to Mars or the
Moon for longer durations, Williams and
Wilmore may play an important role in fu-
ture studies in this regard.

While scientists can plan all these
studies in the future, it is now time to cel-
ebrate the safe return of the pair. The re-
silience and reserve of patience of not only
the astronauts, but also everyone involved
in the rescue mission, have ensured that
the story has a happy ending.

The writer is an astronomer,
science writer and novelist

LASTING PEACE
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, The work
of peace’(1E, March 20). By refusinga full
ceasefire and demanding an end to
Western military aid for Ukraine, Russian
President Viadimir Putin is setting terms
that serve only Moscow's interests. The
ceasefire focuses solely on energy infra-
structure, and even that commitment
appears shaky. Mere hours after Putin's
call with US President Donald Trump,
Russian drones struck Ukrainian cities,
including a hospital in Surny. The White
House's handling of negotiations raises
red flags. The upcoming peace talks in
Jeddah lack dlarity on Ukraine's direct
participation in the peacemaking.
Trump's claim that military aid for
Ukraine was "not discussed” contradicts
the Kremlin's assertion that it is central to
Russia’s demands. European leaders
rightly emphasise that Ukraine must be
fully involved inany settlement.

$S Paul, Nodia

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, The
work of peace’ (IE. March 20). This bru-
tal war has stretched into its third year,
leaving hundreds of thousands dead,
displacing millions and devastating
cities. A lasting peace must be the ulti-
mate goal — not just a fragile truce that
prolongs suffering. Diplomacy must
aim beyond temporary ceasefires to
secure Ukraine's sovereignty and re-
gional stability. Peace must emerge
from negotiations that uphold inter-
national law. Without a firm commit-
ment to a just resolution, the war will
continue atimmense human and eco-
nomic cost. A deal that legitimises
Russian territorial gains or weakens
Ukraine's military standing would only
prolong the conflict and embolden fu-
ture aggression.

Khokan Das, Kalkata

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

RIGHT TREATMENT
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Closer
to care’ (IE, March 20). When we learmn
that we have almost 40 lakh cancer pa-
tients and our detection rate is
amongst the lowest in the world, itis
more than essential that we put all the
emphasis on early detection so that
patients and their families can start the
right treatment early and have better
chances of survival. Setting up daycare
cancer centres across all district hos-
pitals is a welcome move, but not only
should these centres be equipped to
detect cancer at the early stages, they
should also have good oncologists on
their rolls. For that to happen, the
Government of India will have to pro-
vide some incentive to them to be in
rural areas and serve the poor pa-
tients.The editorial has rightly pointed
out the emotional and mental aspect
of this disease, and telehealth support
for rural patients is a great idea.

Bal Govind, Nodda

SociAL HARMONY

THIS REFERS TO the editorial,
‘Fadnavis's task’ (IE, March 19). As ob-
served inthe editorial, this is aworrying
time for our state, and the need of the
hour is to maintain peace and harmony.
For this, the state government is re-
quired to take steps to ban the various
itatio i

ing to religious issues. Provocative slo-
gans are raised by the agitators, and the
situation immediately goes out of con-
trol, leading to rioting and clashes be-
tween two groups, followed by huge
loss of public as well as private property.
All should take lessons from this. The
unity of our citizens is essential for India
to move forward.

Suresh Patwardhan, Kalyan



