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Delhi needs to solve the infrastructure
deficitand the housing crisis

N early four months into her tenure as Chief

Minister of the Natonal Capltal Territory
(NCTY, Rekha Gupta seems to have mare
agency and resourees 1o address Delhi's infras-
tructure issues and economic woes, The gover-
nance deficlt seen during the previous govern-
ment led by the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) due to
political differences with thie Bhartiya Janata
Party (BIP) government at the Centre Is noticea-
bily absent now. Inteescting with a eross-section
of sockety at The Firdu Mind, a platform for bead-
ers from all felds to comverse with curious
minds, Ms, Gupta said that she wanted w be
knewn as someone who i dedicated to resolving
the daily problems of the people of Delhl, Pro-
blems abound. From electricity to education,
rransportation to public infrastructure, and sew-
ape treatment to water availability, there is a lia-
my of lssues that plagoe the natlonal caplial. Ms,
Gupta blamed the previous AAT and Congress go-
vernments for the situation. It ks true that the
AAPTS style of governance provided succour to
the poorest segments, but shallowed out the pro-
mibse of Delhias an investment destination and an
enabler of the middle-class dream for housing fa-
cilithes and jobs. AAP used Delhi as a staging post
ol bts chiel Arvind Kejriwal's electoral ambitions.
That sakd, no incumbent can succeed by blam-
Ing predecessors. The one In chirge currently |s
the one answerable. Ms, Gupta said the Minto
Bridge underpass in Connaught Place in centeal
Delhi would no longer flood in the rains, and she
wias proved right this week when the city re-
cebved a heavy downpour. But numerous other
places in the city were witerlogged, and this is
Just a small part of the challenges, Ms, Gupta said
all the water logging points in Delhi have been
identified, and a nodal officer has been puat in
charge for each of them, who will be aceounta-
ble, This must be enforeed strictly, Haphazard
and unpredictable lind use regulations over the
decades are one of the main reasons for Delbi los-
g out to surrounding places as a destination for
housing and office space, The land pooling policy
in the capdtal which has been meandering, now
meeds o be urgently streamlined and implement-
ed. Thousands of people who have invested their
hard-earned money with the dream of a house in
Delhi cannot be punished for policy confusion
that Is not thelr fault, Schooling in Delhd needs 1o
have predictable regulation, and both private
and public schools must follow standards, Huge
disparities in school educations can have cascad-
I Il effects for the soclety. Freeing up Delhis
so-called agricultural lind for planned develop-
ment must be a prioeity, and the Chiel Minister
seems to be cognisant of this. Ms. Gupta sald a
new Master Plan for the ety will seeount for all
these, and the fact that the BIP s in power at the
Centre, NCT and in all Municipal Councils of Del-
i will make things easy, 1t is a great chance for
Mz, Gupta to lead a definitive transformation of
the natbonal capital,

A new cycle

India be

15 s quesit for the Test
Championship with young players

ess than o week after South Africa
L emerged triumphant in the 1CC World

Test Champlonship (WTC), a new cyele
has begun, Bangldesh is already in Sri Lanka,
busy playing o Test, while a more high-profile se-
ries will commence once India takes on England
at Headingbey in Leeds from Friday, A new-look
Inclian seuad under the stewardship of Shubman
Gl wll step out for duty while a clean break
froam the past has been implemented due o the
retirements of Virat Kohli, Rehit Sharma and R,
Ashwin, and the omission of Ajinkya Rahane and
Cheteshwar Pujara. A tour of the Old Blighty |s
never easy and that has been the case since 1932
when Indin made its Test debut at Lord's, Serles
triumphs were etched in 1971, 1986 and 2007, but
otherwse it has been a tale of Indian batters
foundering against swing under whimsical En-
glish skies, Even as Indin beat Australia in s
backyard over the last decade despite the loss in
the lust encounter, England has remained a tough
place to tour, However, cricket's spiritual home
s also gifted some special Indian memorbes like
B.5, Chandrasekhar’s spells, the 19583 World Cup
victory, Dilip Vengsarkar's three consecutive hun-
dreds at Lord’s, and the Test debuts of Souray
Ganguly and Rahul Dravid, to name a few.

A sense of o beginning Is evident in cricket’s
birthplace and seen in thae light, Gill and his men
are in the right place. Ravindra Jadejs, K.L. Ra-
Tl Jasprit Bumrah and Karun Nair, busy chart-
ing a comeback, constitute the senlors in a unit
high on youth with even Gill being just 25. The
Punjab star has o deliver on two counts, both as
batter and skipper. A 35.05 average after 32 Tests
s mot refloct the quality lnnate in himm, 1t s not
Just that the batting core has changed as even the
slip-cordan will hive pew persannel, and the wiy
Gill guickes his custhit through this transition will
determine how Indla will fare in the latest WTC
eycle, Bumrah will remain the spearhead but
with worklond management being the key, he
will nat play all the five Tests at stake, His old ally
Mohammed Shami will be missed but in Mo
hammed Sivaj and others, Bumrah has a set of t-
lented fellow pace bowlers. Sguaring againse
them would be Ben Stokes and his men busy rel-
isbiing home advantage with Joe Root being the
anchor among thelr batters, In o challenging tour
stretehing wll the way to August 4, Gill, in tandem
with vice-captain Rishabh Pant, gets an oppor-
runity e forge a fresh and strong Indian unit,
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Blame not the messenger in India’s diplomacy

Astory and lierature are replete with
references to not ‘shooting the
messenger” for bringing bad news. In

Shakespeare's Antomy and Cleopatra,
the Eggyptinn queen assaults a messenger and
threatens to have him "whipped with wine and
stewed In brine, smanting bn lig'ving pleke®, for
bringing her the news that the Roman General
Mark Antosy has marrbed another. 1 that do
bring the news made not the mateh,” the
miessenger replies, before making a hasty exde.
Orver the past two months, India's ‘diplomatic
miessengers” too hve foed an ive that s
unprecedented - criticised not for the messige
thwey bring, bt for failing 1o convey effeetively
enough, the message New Delbi has sent out after
Orperation Sindoor (May 710, 2025),

Critheism of Indian diplomacy

Public commentary that §s eritleal of the Minlsery
of External Atfairs and its missions has focused
broadly on three counts, First, that India recelved
condolences and staternents condemning the
Pabalgam terror attack from all quarters, but not
the kind of unecuivocal support, especially from
the nelghbourhood, for retallatory strikes on
Pakistan, of the kind seen in 2006 (post-Ur) and
2009 (post-Pulwama). In 2006, Banglidesh,
Bhutan, Afghanistan, Sri Lanka and the Maldives
backed Indla's declsbon tw stay away from the
South Asian Assoclation for Regional Cooperation
surneniit fn Pakistan after the Url actack, In 2009,
glebal solidaricy with India forced even China to
back o United Nations Security Counell (UNSC)
terror designation for Jaishee-Mohammad chief
Masooed Azhar, Earlier, in 2008, there was
international consensus in India's fivour after the
Mumbai attacks, when Hafiz Saeed and a number
of Lashkar-eTaiba terrorists were designated by
thwe UNSC, ancl Pakistan was put on the Finaneial
Action Task Force (FATF) grey list for the first
time, Instead, this tme, unfavourable
comparisons have been made o Pakistan for the
lirvies of support it recebved from China, Turkive,
Agerbadjan, Malayska and the Organbsation of
Islamie Cooperathon (OIC).

Second, the perception s that Pakistan has
scored some diplomatic wins, despite widespread
global understancing that Pakistan uses terrorksts
a5 state proxdes. In April, Pakistan, a
nonpermanent member of the UNSC, managed
to amend the resolution on Pahalgam o delete
any reference to The Reskstance Front (TRF), that
claimed responsibility for the heinous attack.

Earlier this month, Pakistan was chosen as
chair of the Taliban Sanctions Committes and
viee-Chalr of the Counter Terrorism Committes at
the UNSC, and secured Joans from the

Indlia's tough

terrorism and
Yakistan will
finel more

s I plays

Imternational Monetary Fund and Askan 1o Its advantage
Development Bank despite New Delhi's It belng a N
opposition, Next was the White House's lunch secular I

invitation to Pakistan Army chiel (now Field
Murshialh Ceneral Aslm Mimir, despite the beliel
in Ineliar that his “jugular vein® speech was a
virtual green signal for the Pahalgam aitack, In

and
rule-abiding
demaeracy

July, as Security Councll President for the month,
Pakistan will try to schedube meetings on the
India-Pakistan conflict and Kashmir, even as India
accelerates efforts to designate the TRF at the
UNSC, and place Pakistan on the FATF greylise,
India's diplomats will be tested again,

The third aspect pertaing to Undted States
President Donald Trump, who, despite official
denkals from India, has chosen o muddy the
narrative of how the May 10 ceasefire was
sehleved, hyphenating lndia and Pakistan in
mare than a dogen public statements, and
offering to mediate on Kishmie. His litest
Iteration of the comments this week, just hours
ahter a telephone conversation with Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, and just before his
meeting with Gen, Munir, was possibly the most
blatant, Thus far, Mr, Trump's statements,
prost-ceaselire, have not had a singhe word on the
scourge of terrorism iself, showing just far apart
the understanding between Delhd and
Washington is at this time.

A turry of diplomacy does not seem to have
mevied the needle on these criiclsms, After
Orperation Sindoor, special delegations of
Members of Parliament and former diplomats
travelled to 32 countries, The most tme (six days)
waes spent in the Undted States, After the G7 meet,
Mr. Modi has meetings abead with BRICS leaders,
External Aulrs Mindster 5. Jalshankar ls viskting
the LS. for the Quad Forelgn Ministers Meeting
soo, after several visis to European caplials
recently, The government had not essayed such a
campalgn after the 2006 or 2009 actlons sgakns
Pakistan, inclicating thit it too feels that
diplomatic efforts by the Mindstry of External
Atfadrs and missions abroad have been found
warting and need bolstering.

Bt much as the messenger in Shakespeare
says, India’s diplomats do not declde the message
that India wishes to send after Operation Sindoor,
and eannot be held responsible for s resomince.
It i mecessary for the government o study the
contents of that message, the shift in geopolitieal
narratives and in how India s percelved, in order
1o bl o mone realistic assessment of how fir
International diplomacy can ensure the outcomes
New Delhi desives w-devis Pakistan.

The “new normal®
With reference to the content of the message, Mr.
Modi's three-pronged “New Normal™ has rudsed
eyebrows in some capltals. The first prong - 'Any
act of werror is an act of war” = lowers the
threshold for future conflicts, passing the trigger
for Indian strikes into the hands of any terrorist,
acting on orders on thelr own. The second
‘Inclia will not bow to nuclear blackmadl’ - is not
neeessiarily new, but has been left unartieulated
thus far because it gives the appearance of a
hefghtened nuclear risk for the reglon, The third
India will not distinguish between state and
nar-atate actors henceforth — sends out an
escalavory message, indicating that the next
teerror mttack could well inveke ‘Armageddon’,

rather than the controlled four day conflict in
Operation Sindoor, While India's partners hive
not asked for evidence of Pakistan's links o
Pahalgam, they look askance at other aspects
Hke why Incia has been unable to trace the
terrorksts responsible vet.

Nt bt s pecessary to note that global shocks
In the past few years have changed how the world
wiews Indin’s tough messaging, Take for example,
 growing numbser of statements by Indian
Ministers about "taking back Pakistan oecupled
Kashmir” by foroe if necessary, These make many
of India's Interlocuton uncomioriable, given the
current number of conflices over territorial
ageressbon underway, from West Asia, to Ukeaine
to the South China Sea. In the light of lsrael's
retaliation for the October 7, 2023 terror amtacks,
Few wish to give any state a free hand for
“retribution”, New Delhi's refusal o criticise
Russta for fts imvasion of Ukralne in 2022 and w
ridse ity oil imports from Russia in the foe of
sanctions, bost it some suppaort in the western
world, especially Europe. The Modi government’s
sllence on lsrael's devastation of Gaza has also
been met with disappointment in the Global
South,

India, as Mr. Modi told Mr. Trump this week,
views terrorism emanating from Pakistan, "not as
i procy war, but as & war iself. India's diplomats
have been left explaining why thedr stock
responses that “this is not an era of war” and that
“dlalbogee and diplomacy™ are the only wiy
Forward do not apply to India and Pakistan, Thus,
It iy be necessary for New Delli to rethink how
it friomes its message in view of these changes,
notwithstanding the global double standards
inherent in the expectations from India,

Democracy in decline
Finally, there is need for introspection over how
the Modi government's image itself has altered in
thie warld since 2009, leading to diplomatic
challenges on a number of fronts, These range
fram concerns abrosd over liws such as the
Cltdzenship (Amendment) Act, the amendment of
Article 370, Internet bans and summary arrests in
chifferent parts of the country, and accusations
against Indian government agents of involvement
In transnational killings kn the U.S, and Canada,
Questions over the broader decline in democracy
and the status of minoritles within India have also
ncreased in the past few years. India’s
delegations abroud (Operation Sindoor) had to
field some of those questions during thelr trivels,
Inackla’s right 1o defend fsell from decades of
Pakistan-backed, trained and funded terrorises is
unassallable, But carrying a tough message on
terror ks easier for the diplomats tasked with the
robe, I i a strife-rodled woeld, the government
[ﬂﬁ: to India's advantages, and what
chiffrentintes It from Pakistin - as & secular,
stable, pluralistic, rule-abiding democratic and
EOROMIE ROWEE,
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Exiting refugee status, getting back dignity

Inlla and another in Sri Lanka, hive

browght into focus the issues of
repatristion and the local integration of S Lankan
refugees who have been living in Tamdl Nadu for
oveer 30 years,

Firsa, the Supreme Court of India had refused 1o
Interfere with the verdiet of the Madras High
Court, which, in 2022, reduced the sentence of a
refugee from 10 years o seven years — he had
been convicted under the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act,

The convict, who had given an undertaking to
thie High Court that he would leave India on
completion of the sentence, had approached the
Suprermne Court with the intent of seithing down in
the country, citing personal reasons, as he hid
eompleted the sentence. In s hearing, the
two-judge Bench made an oral observation that
“Inilia Is not o dharamshala (free shelter)” w
entertain refugees from all over the world, It wasa
remark that eame as a shock o refugees as Indian
courts, on many occasions, hive been empathetic
tonwards them.

In the other development, a septuagenarian
refugee, who returned to Sri Lanka on his own
after spending years in Tamil Nadu, was detained
by the authorities, much to his dismay, on his
arrhval at Palaly akrport in Jaffna, the headqguarters
of the Northern Province of Sr Lanka. The reason
wans linked to the ground that he had left the
country "without valid documents”. He had been
detained desple the Chennal office of the UN High
Commissioner for Refugees Bcilitating his
repatriation.

He was released after a furore, Sri Lanka's
Transport Minlster and the ruling Janatha
Virnukthi Peramuna (VPYs senbor leader Bimal
Rathnayike responded swiftly by stting that the

T wao recent unrelated developments, one in

gl

India's perlicy
treatment with
respect to sl
Lankan relugees
on the one
hand and
Tiberan refugees
on the other

I stark

rermmng wis due to "the automatic apphication” of
law to persons who had emigrated through a
"nondegal” port, He promised the community of
Immediate actbon w change the policy.

Different clreumstances, different policles
Clese to 90,000 Sri Lankan refugees have been in
Tamil Nadu, within and outslde rehabdlitation
camps. Though Tibetan refugees, numbering
areund 63,170 people, have been In India longer,
there are at beast a couple of differences between
the two, In rlslpccl of Srl Lankan refugees whao
came to India between July 1963 and June 2002,
organised repatriation took place tll March 1995,
But there has been no such exercise in the case of
the other entegory, as the influx of the twe groups
of refugees was under entirely different
clreumstances, Unlike Tibetan refugees who have
been setthed in different States including
Karnataka, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Arunachal Pradesh and the Union Territory of
Ladukh, almest all the S Lankan refugees hive
been setthed in Tamil Nadu, barring some in
Olisha,

In fact, the fundamental difference between
the two can be seen in the manner in which the
Unbon Ministry of Home Affairs handles the
miatter in lts annual reports. In the case of S
Lankan refugees, the ultimate objecthve is of
repatriation to Sri Lanka, while such language is
not used with respect o the Tibetans, In the case
of the Tibetans, the Union government
formulbaved the Tibetan Rehabilitation Policy
(TRP) in 2004, with no such document for the

As the poliey document lays down a
framework for procductive engagement of the
refugees - either under government schemes
Ineluding the Mahatma Gandhi Natlonal Rural
Employment Guarnntee Scheme or in the private
andd non-government sector in chartered
accountancy, medicine and engineering - similar
means can be extended o the Srl Lankan
refugees, Even though nearly 500 young refugees
In Tamil Macu have got englneering de
hardly five per cent of them have found jo
thelr disciplines as private companies, espec
IT firms, are relwctant to employ them, If the
Union government, without disturbing fis
tracithonal position on the repatriation of Sri
Lankan refugees, can formulate o poliey for this
category of refugees too, they would find the
v bemeticlal,

Live up to the theme
As it is over 40 years since the first batch of
refugees came from Sel Lanka, it ks thne that the
Larger sockety debates how long the rehabilitation
cumps, which account for two-thinds of the total
refugee population in the State, will contimue 1w
be maintained in the country, However well
ntentioned governments at the Centre and in the
State may be, the tag of being a refugee is notan
aspect that a person with sell-respect can cherish,
Repatriation and local integration should form
part of a package of durable solutlons 1o be
worked out by the authorities in consultation
with all the stakeholders including Sri Lanka. The
focus this year an World Refugee Day { June 200 is

other group desplie lis larger bers, The TRP
also talks of an extension of welfare schemes to
the communilty, an aspect that the Tamil Nadu
government has been practising for years with
respect aof Sel Lankin refugees.

with refugees”. 1t Is a theme that can
be meaningful to them only if they bead their lves
with honour.
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Trump's claims shaping world events, harder, drawing mare ‘multiplied across millions Paddy procurement farming community. Timaly
Unitied States President €.6. Kirlakose, power, leading to higher of units in heuseholds and | am writing this letter to procuremant |s cruclal for
Donald Tramp's repeated Katharmar galam, Kerala bills and faster wear and offices nationwide, it signals | highlight the poor state of our livelihood, but the
chaims ever Operation tear, According to the & guiet revelution — one the paddy procuremant system |s not running
Sindoor are a clear The ideal setting Bureau of Energy Efficiency that can help secure a management system in smaothly, resulting in
indication that Mr. Trump is We need to thank the (BEE), every 1° C increase in | cooler, greener, and more Bargarh district of Odisha, financial losses and distress
unsure of himself (Page 1, central g it for an al loner set paint sustainable future for all, Farmaers are facing among farmers.

“India will never accept a implermenting a new rule can cut energy The government's move numarous difficultios dueto | Mukiesh Kumar Sakii,
mediation: PM to Trump", standardising consumption by up to 6%, reflects the need to delays in procurement, the Bljepue, Bargark, Odisha

June 29). The American air-conditioner temperature | A modest adjustment in set optimise our response in lack of transparency, and Letters amalled to
Preshdent’s claims are only betworen 20° € and 28° C, points may seem ways that are technically Inadequate support from |ottaragrthehindu,co.in

a ploy to assume Whan air condit are r ial in the face sound and socially just. the authorities concermed. must earry the lull postal
Importance and proclaim st at unnecessarily low of Indla's vast cooling R, Shskumar, The situation |s causing acldress and the Tull name ar
that he s very influential in Chennai significant hardship to the the name with initials.
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Different strokes

SEBI is moving away from micro-management

he new Chairman of the Securities and

Exchange Board of India, Tuhin Kanta

Pandey, hasindicated that he intends to walk
the talk in streamlining regulations. At Wednesday's
meeting, the SEBI Board approved 19 proposals,
providing relief from stringent rules and aiding
intermediaries such as merchant bankers, debenture
trustees, custodians, investment advisors and
research analysts.

POCKET

Wednesday's moves, while cementing
trust in the stock market ecosystem, also
mark an effort to deflect legacy allegations of
regulatory micro-management, The board
took a major dec nga separate
setof delisting rules for public sector
undertakings where government's stake is
more than %0 per cent, Listed PSUs suchas
Kudremubkh Iron Ore Company and State
Trading Corporation are hit by bleak
business outlook due to outdated products
and poor financials, Yet, these stocks
witnessed heightened speculation due to the
low public float and low perceived risk due to
the government backing, To enable easy exit,
delisting regulations for these companies
have been relaxed by walving the
requirement of approval of two-thirds of
public shareholders for the delisting, and
mandating the offer at a fixed price. This
entails a 15 per cent premium over floor price
and achange in the method of fixing the
larter. These rules will help the government
delist these companies at a good price,

The growing volatility in currency and
bond markets with geopolitical unce nainty
has resulted in foreign portfolio outflow of
$29billion in June so far, Easing compliance
for FPls investing in 4 through the Fully
Accessible Route can ease this pressure,
Mandating less frequent KYC reviews, not
requiring them to furnish details about the
group l]w}' belong to and allowing NRI, OCls
and resident Indians to be part of the FPls
investing only in G-secs can help improve the
flows through such FPIs, Since the G-sec
market is deeper and less vulnerable to
manipulation, lesser scrutiny is unlikely to
cause trouble going forward,

The move to allow promoters to hold on to
ESOPs issued to them a year before the
public issue is likely to give a fllip to start-ups
approaching the primary marker, While
public issuances on the SME platform and
the mainboard have surged over the last two
years, the existing rule that promoters should
not hold share-based benefits in the company
has worked as a deerrent. Similarly, the rule
mandating dematerialisation of shares held
by all categories of investors prior to
company listing could help complete the
transition from physical to demar shares
sertlement scheme proposed for brokers
involved inthe NSEL scam too cannot be
faulted. This case has dragged on for 12 years,
Atemporary trading ban and a penalty
payment to SEBI should settle the marter. In
arecent interview with this newspaper,
Pandey sald he would prioritise engaging
with stakeholders to relax regulations in
areas where the risk was low. Now, despite
the guardrails in place it may be worth
reviewing these relaxations after a year,
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e Economicimpact of
Israel-Iran war

NILANJAN BANIK

englons between lean and
Israel have long simmered
beneath the surface of
Middle Eastern geopaolithes,
but rmntcumlg;lm have
reignited fears of a broader reglonal war,
Arthe heart of the economic fallout s

the energy marker,
Iran, & major oil producer and &
member rorating president of OPEC

whis year, plars acructal role in the global
energy supply chain, Any disruption in
oll exports resulting from milicary
action — partieularly blockades in
strategle chokepolnts like the Strairof
Hormue — coubd trigger significant
upheaval in global markets,
Thisvulnerabilicy was evident in past
confrontations, where tenslons between
Iranand the West bed to volarilicy in
plobal ofl prices, In today's tightly
inperconnected energy markets, o
suatained conflict could ol prices
above §100 per barrel, relgniting
Inflationary pressures across the globe,

PRICE PRESSURES

In fact, following the recent attack, ofl
prices have already surged by
approximately §10 (around T37N) per
barvel, with a prolonged war lkely to
drive them even higher, There are 42
gallons ina barrel of oll, and a §1
increase In the price of crude ofl per
barrel translates o an increase of
approximately 2.4 cents per gallon,

According toareport by ClearView
Energy Partners, in markets where fuel
prices are not subsldised, s $10rise n
erude ol rypleally leads 1o a 7-cent
{approximately, €6) Increase per litre of
petrol ar the pump.

Inextreme cases, such asa blockage of
whe Strakt of Hormus, prices could surge
byan sdditlonal 27 cents
{approximately, €23). So far, shipplny
imn through ghc szau renaln ‘I:]I;nll
and operational. However, thar may
change with [ran threatening to lay naval
mines if the US jolns the war,

While Iran accounts for bess than 2
per cent of the global ofl supply, &
clogure of the Strair of Hormue would
disrupt the flow of approxdmazely 12 per
cent of the world's oll, glven that much
ofthe Middle East's ofl exports pass
hrough this strategic chokepolnt. This
miakes the Stralt's security critical not
Just for the region, but for global energy
markers as awhaole,

Per data from UN COMTRADE, in
2024, lran, exported $13,26 billlon
around the world, the main destinations
belng: China { 34,59 per cent), Turkey
(16,45 per cent), and India (7.68 per
cent), Valwed at #4,5% billion, Chinabs
whe maln export destination (by trade
value) for Iran,

For energy-dependent nations —
especially developing economies already

OIL WORRIES. A blockade of the Strait of Hormuz would hit the flow of
12% of world oil supplies and will lead to a sharp spike in prices

burdened by debt and post-Covid
reeovery challenges — such price hikes
could prove economically desrabilising,
I fact, rwo of the largest economles,
auch as Chinaand Indla, buyas much as
0 per cent of the el which passes
ehireugh the Stealt of Hormuz, Chinawill
be more Impacred than Indla, as ithas
becorme amajor Importer of lranian odl
fallowing the US sanctlons on lran, Like
Russka, Iran has also beenusing a
“shadow fleet” to sell oll at di d

between 82 and §3, 0 barvel, lran also
stands o lose, a8 this ofl |s pakd for in
Chinese renminbl, and disruptions
cauised by the war may llmit Iran's sccess
1o Chlnese goods,

ISRAEL ECONOMY

Israel, on the orther hand, while nota
jor oll producer, Is akey player in the

global tech and defense sectors, The

Lsraell economy ls heavily reliant on

pricesto China, A “shadow fleer” refers
o oll tankers that operate outside
atandard regulations — often lacking
mandatory insurance and disabli
rracking systems — to evade sanctions
o regulatory oversighs,

Asagnificant portlon of formal ofl
rrade relies on Insured shippl
alnce most major insurers are based In
the EL and the US, Western-led
sancrions can m:ﬂ:;\ regular ofl cransport
Encreasingly difficult. The “shadow
et consists of old vessels that are not
insured and often rransfer oil at sea to
ather shipa toconceal its orlginand
destination, China has been accessing
Trankan ol at adiscounted price of

For India, in the short
term, there is likely to be
limited impact. But if the
war prolongs and oil prices
rise then CAD can widen

Torelgn | and Intermational
wrade, particularly in high-rech

ind ml:ru undvy&cmfurlty. An
extended confllct could scare off
inveszors, dis rations, and
hlndcreqmnwﬁmumu.nlmady.
signs of market nervousness are visihle
through curvency fluctuations and
risk-averse lnvestor behaviowr in the Tel
Aviv Srock Exchange.

Beyond the borders of lran and lsrael,
reglonal economic stabilivy ls also at
stake. Gulf countries such as the United
Arab Emirates, Saudi Arabla, and Qatar
could face dual pressures; rising defense
expenditures and investor hesitation,
These natlons, often viewed as relatively
stable economic hubs, may find thelr
markets rattled by percelved proximity
toconflict zones.

For Indin, there 18 no short-term
impact as long as the government
continues to regulate ofl prices. Petrol is
still being sold ar the same race as hefore
the war began, Conswmer Price Inflation
at LE2 percentr d under contral,

’d’

along with Whalesale Price Index which
stood at 0.39 per cent In May 2025, The
promise of s good monsoon, along with
the fact that domestic demand drives
two-thirds of economile activity, i
expected to shield India from external
shocks,

However,a prolonged war combined
with rlsing crude prices will impact
India’s Current Account Deficit (CAD),
Diuring the fiscal year 2024-25
[Aprll-March), India Imported
approximately 2424 million tonnes of
erude oll,a 4. ipvrwm Increase from
the prwlous year's 232.7 millon tonnes.

According toare Union Bank
of India, India’s CAD for the fscal year
2024- 25 faces upward risk, as every §10
per barrel increase in oll prices could
widen the anmual CAD by nearly §15
Billion. If the vise in petrol prices s
passed on to the consumers, it could
eventually lead vo higher inflation and
impact the common man, For now, at
least, lnvestors in the stock market are
feeling the impact, wl'[lumksll.\:;\
NG and Ol India — whaose pric
tend ro rise with crude oll prices — Ilh,l}

1o perform well.

O the other hand, companies like
Reliance, GALL, BPCL, HPCL, and
Mahanagar Gas, etc., which rely on crude
oil and narural gas as inputs, appear to be
struggling,

The writer b Professr, Schoal of Maragemen,

Quality control orders are vital for Indian industry

As the example of toys suggests, quality control should not be seen as a trade barrier, but as a consumer-friendly measure

ajiv Arora

hiad o resort to the p
of compulsory registration of domestic
suppliers and imports to enable
mwrwnnnn on the issue of unsafe

oes the congurrent use of

warkous WTO-
D regulatary m:cr-wmmnsl like
rrade remedial measures and Qualicy
Control Orders (QCO) by the
povernment intend o strangulate free
wsmp-cmmn,’ l,)_’(:t N |'||,'¢d o
derystified,

The usage of such measures in the
post- WO regime can be traced back 1o
whe late 19905 when imported toys from
Chibna at exrremely low prices with no
regard for safery concerns flooded the
Inclian market, threatening the
exigrence of the Indian toy industry,
whichwas fragmented and largely 5315,

With the lndustry not i a position
even to collectively organise To seek
protection under the antl-dumping
provislens, the Government, inveking
he suo mozu provision, initlated e
nnn dumpn} (AD) case Iamdnn alu':s

ata.
Glven the nrfuuumofrlx I nduurf}'
il

fiery cc 18, Subjecting Imports to
qunll:y standards was not feasible as our
Industry, belng S51-based, was not
subjected ro esablished standards.
‘While AD action was dropped, the
reglstration process provided a layer of
aufiery 1o both the consumers and
producers, The adherence wo standards
wuar&mmw rather than price, asthe
low prices were largely a derivative of
non-adherence to safety concerns,

SAFETY ISEUES

Eventl h the Indian oy industry is
no bonger large and vibeant, the menace
o public health and safety in tovs
imported from China continues. On
March 24, 2023, the Bureau of Indian
Srandards (BIS) sefzed over 41,000
uncertified toys violating safery norms
on flammabllity, mechanical safery and
roxiclty due to lead-based paints,
Harmiul chemicals like phthalates,
commonly found in cheap plastics, are

whe Investigatlon was |
wthe avallabilicy of requisite drua me the
domesthe industry due to capaclty
limitatlons,

Under such achallenge, the

linkedtoh | disruptions, Toys
whar easlly splinter or shed parts rlsk
causlng injurles or choking nudum.l

“The ratlonale behind India's ad 1

MANUFACTURING. Cuality matters

therefore not primardly for the
proection of producers” interests but of
consumers for public health and safery.

While some argue that QCOs
function as trade barriers, claiming that
mandatory BIS certification ruises costs
and causes delays for mg the

abuse of trade remedial action like AD
no longer would nolonger holds merit,

Selzed of the pereetved burden on
MSMES, the gevernment has in fact
taken steps to ensure the transition |s
smooth and make compliance casler,
especially for small enterprises, To
reduce the cost and capacicy burden of
mandatory certification, the Bureau of
Indian Standards (BIS) provides fee
rebates and extensions natimeline o
enaure micro and small enterprises for
compliance. MSMEs under Scope 3
compliance of the ESG framework see
no cholee but to adhere 1o
environmental and soclal standards as
their exports directly or as part of the
villue chalm have to comply with CEAM,
‘The adoption of standards, domestic or
global I

realicy is mone nuanced, QO mhelpm
elimbing up the qualiry ladder,

QCOs also support Indian
manufactrers, exporters and
importers. MSMES In the oy industry
have publicly weleomed QUOs as o way
1o restore falr competition, Onee .

QCOsshould beiwurugud to send &
clearand positive messages Indian
products are reliable, tested, and In line
with global expectations. Rolling back
these standards now would not only
undermine consumer protection but
also harem compliant manufm.:urvnl and

substandard imports were

there w wvl;wruhanwn(halptlamr

qualicy imports would remaln predatory,

and therefore, :M Indian Industry began
d

of Quality Control Orders (QC m)'ls

o 8ee d and healthy
pricing, The criticism of overuse and

rarniah India's Justas global
supply chalng are u\llng: rustworthy
Partners,

The writer ks farmer Additinnal Secrecary, G ol Views
ane persoral

@ LETTERS TO EDITOR Send your letters by smai to bladitarsithehindu.cain or by past to Letters to the Editer’, The Hindu Business Line, Kasturl Bulldings, B5%-860, Anna Salsl, Chennal 600002,

Trump's pesturing

This refers 1o 'Ina first, Trumg ssys
twao leaders of India-Pak ‘decided to
stopanflice’ { June 19), Inal
Fairmess, the LIS President “cwes” an
explanatian to the indian people for
raking same "undue credit” by
prowdly claming that he was the man
behind sudden cessation of war
between India and Pakistan,

That apert, such a sardling revelation
Iy iy st alsa serve as an sye
npenrrfevrnel..qrw\eﬂ par!y’!mp

e in the matters concerning our
national security and pressige.

dependable fundng options fram
industry’s R0 inkintives - drected

Khamene's stark warning to the US
amid continued lsrael strikes

rontation i

5K Gupta to Facilitate usable adaptation of highlights the razar's sdge we're o,
[y academic knawledge -can kindlethe  President Trumg's mised signals
quest far knowledge, assuring coupled with rekuctance only
research reswards for pursuing it, This will heighten uncertairey. Putin's offer to
The article ‘Consortia needed to ensble 3 winwin for bath academia mediate reflects Aussia’s strategic
align academia, wealene' (Jume  ane ind d hasten irterest, nat reutradity, The risk af
18, " i pement Usingap FCsR direct US and
bhaepant, nmnlmnn an |mpe(anoe f| s, industrial houses can provide Erawing, with devastating patential,
Fer Inclia “ts setup Rather than sabre-ractling, werld

dividend and academic capital to
Inclustrial strength”

brass and rs “aver-
spOkEspersons ton,
Cne fervently hopes that the

Congress aan-,u soon realises the

knawlecge and the application of it
seems to be widening, railing most
effarts aimed at cevelapment,

1]
bagey aimedta comer PM Mo

# callairative approach with

scholarships te pursue area speciic
research ta cash in an the ouricsity
of yaung scholars.

dose Abraham

Kantapam

Edge of war

Aprepcs te Iran-ls e | war, Ayatalizh

leaders must priaritise diplomacy to

after duty cut” [ June 1%), consumer
markets may rejoice, but nct the
farmers producing o lseeds

With frequent revision of impert
duty, the oil companies regulate
purchase price fram Farmers which
s stifling, since the farmers have to
abice bry the diktats

The gavernment must fis MSP far
ailseeds and mainly oi-palm, failng
mmrrerummmmh fram

defuse tensions.
Raghar

Fix MSP on ollseeds
With reference to news repart
“Eifible ol campanies reduce rates

ther crops.
All:rnauun, the governmen mest
establisha baard to procure
ailseeds and store & for future
usage so that the Farmers' ansiety is
mitigated,

Malsbare ilage (Marvataks)

Pubilgned by Mrmal Lakshman and Primied by Praseen Somestwar at HT Wodia Lid. Pt a6, Udyeg ¥iar, Greater hudda Diste. Cagtam Buch Nagar, U P, 18130, anbehal of THI PUBLEHIND PVT. LTO. Chema | SH00E Edior: kaghuer
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THIS TIME ALSO SAME
—NO SMELL OR TASTE
LIKE TREVIOUS COVID,

BURNT GUNFOWDER
SMELL IS COMING...

ONLY A CONTINUOUS

priority.

Monisha Madhumita

On May 24, 2025, something un-
precedented  happened: for the
first time in history, the 78+ World
Health Assembly (WHA) unani-
maously adopted a resolution titled
“Skin diseases as a global public
health priority’. This long-overdue
resolution marks a significant shift
in how the world understands skin
health, not only as a cosmetic is-
sue, but as a core component of
global public health, social equity,
and human dignity.

The road to this resolution was
paved through years of advocacy,

CIOS5-5eCE0T [ur

estimated 1.9 billion people

chronically underfunded and ne-
glected, especially in bow- and mid-
dle-income countries. This land-
mark resolution, jointly sponsored
by Céate d'lvoire, Nigeria, Togo,
and Micronesia, and others, sup-
ported by the International League
of Dermatologic Societies (ILDS),
the world's largest alliance of der-
matalogy organisations marks a pi-
votal moment in recognising skin
diseases as a global public health

It reflects a growing global re-
cognition that skin health is central

State Unive

countries)”

Skin diseases affect 1.9 billion globally
but remain neglected. ISTOCKFHOTOD

to the well-being and dignity of

ic care is inaccessible and stigma
remains  high. Folakemi Cole-
Adeife, consultant physician and
dermatologist at LASUTH (Lagos
ty Teaching Hospi-
tal), Nigeria, underscores the sig-
nificance of this moment. “This
historic step will be positively pivo-
tal for skin healtheare worldwide,”
she says. "Skin diseases, though of-
ten overlooked, carry immense
morbidity, stigma, and socioeco-
nomic burden, particularly in
LMICs (low and middle income

hips, and ir- pul: ACTOsS every region. skin health as a public health
refutable data. Despite affecting an The urgency of this resolution s | issue”
world: | especially pronounced in low-re-
wide, skin diseases have remained | source settings where dermatolog- | The regional reality

dermatology  policy.

nomic impact.

s

The significance of this resolution
is being deeply felt across South
Asia, West Asia, and Africa -
gions represented by Rashmi Sar
kar, Regional Director of the ILDS.
She is one of the leading voices in
pigmentary disorders and global
She says
healthcare funding has traditional-
Iy prioritised chronic diseases of
internal organs, often overlooking
skin health, despite its significant
physical, psychological, and eco-

“skin diseases are deeply ted to

SCIENCE
[ [ [
The unre ate :ret
]
alcohol control in India
Alcohol consumption significantly raises the risk of injuries, mental illness, and non-communicable diseases, induding cancer: it is time for a National Alcohol Control Policy
and Programme that prioritises people over profit, prevention over revenue, and long-term well-being over short-term gains
and Controd of Noncommunicable [
Diseases (NMAP) 20172022 also echoed T“lﬁ GIST
the call for a national alcobol policy.
e safe Biniit for aleohol India records cne of the
N PE . highest rates of heawy
consumption is zero ml. Yet, The way ahead episndic drinking, with Lakhs
23% of Inclian men and 1% of Regulating aleohol is urgent but complex, nesding dm:calga.nd el
women consume alcohol given alcohol’s deep entanglement with support
(WFHS-5). India also records one of the State revenues, social norms, and political
highest rates of heavy episodic drinking, interests, It is time to move beyond -
with lakhs needing clinical and social short-term revenue thinking and adopt a
support. systems approach - grounded in both :iﬁ’;;:::::“m ik
Aleohol consumption significantly evidence and equity. Based on the biopsychosocial, commereial
raises the risk of injuries, mental illness, hiopsyehosocial and commercial and policy-level determinants.
and non-communicable diseases, determinants of alcohol consumption, we  palicy is the mast influential
including cancer. Beyond health, alcohol propose the following to regulate detemminant
use is associated with aggression, arime, alcohol-wse.
suicides, and risky behaviour. (ixAffordability: Alcohol pricing must o
In 202, aleoholuse contributed to deter excessive use without pushing the Campared to Siate palicies,
approximately 2.6 million DALYs poor towand dangerous alternatives like natianal-level palicies are mare
(Disability-Adjusted Life Years) in India, illicit liquer. specific in addressing single
reflecting the combined toll of premature {ii)Albocation: Health taxes on aleohol aspects such as drunk driving
dieaths and years lived with illness or should not disappear into peneral ar preventicn of akohol use
disability. The estimated societal cost of revenues, Ear-marking these funds for
aleohol-related health is T6.24 trillion. - - : public health, combined with transparent
Meanwhile, per capita aloohaol Swift action: Alcohol use in 2021 caused 2.6 million Disability-Ad]usted Life Years in India 1sTockeuom governance, can improve trust and
consumption increased by about 240% in accountability - and prevent corporate
the Last two decades, an underestimate disposable incomes in cities have made maximum and minimum prices, The GST | lobbying from redirecting them.
because nearly half of alcohol use in India | aleohol increasingly affordable for the Act excludes liquor from sales tax, leaving (iiipAccessibility: Alcohol access must
is unrecorded. urban middle class, aloohol taxes to States, often vaguely be curbed beyond geographic distance.
{iii) Policy is the most influential defined in excise policies. Urban policy must reduce availability in
Determinants of alcohol consumption | determinant. The alcohol industry wields Compared to State policies, everyday spaces to signal a shift oward
Aleohol use is shaped by a complex web significant influence over regulation, national-level policies are more specific aleohal-free environments,
of biopsychosocial, commercial and often resisting stricter laws by addressing single aspects such as drunk (iviadvertisement: In the digital age,
policydevel determinants. (i) emphasising its contribution to State driving or prevention of aloohol use and “aleohol influencers” in India promote
Biopsychosocial determinants: revenues through excise taxes, Even bans | regulating supply-chain in an individual consumption by framing aleohol
Biologically, some individuals are on advertising are undermined through policy. However, India lacks a unified positively. Regulating this “social
genetically predisposed to addiction. tactical marketing and alecohol persists in national policy on aleohol regulation. surrogacy” - including algorithmic
Alcohol activates the brain's reward public life under different names. Earlier, alcohol was excluded from the amplification - is key to reducing social
system making it habit-forming. Aleohol regulation in India falls under National Policy on Narcotic Drugs and appeal.
Psychologically, people drink to relieve State jurisdiction, granting each State Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) 2012 (v) Attractiveness: Plain packaging,
stress, anxiety, or experience euphoria. authority over legislation, excise taxes, despite being a common psychoactive visible warning labels, and controls on
Socially, urban lifestyles, peer pressure, supply chain, licensing and substance followed by cannabis and point-of sale promotion are needed to
and glamourised portrayals in media have | manufacturing, sale and consumption opioids. Later, alcohol regulation was disrupt the cycle of normalisation.
normalised alcohol use. (H) Commercial restrictions, prohibition, and pricing. This | included in the National Action Plan for (wi} Awareness: Public understanding
determinants: The industry has autonomy has led o regulatory variations | Drug Demand Reduction (NAPDDR) of aleohol’s health harms - especially its
broadened its product portfolio with across States, 2021-22 under Nashia Mukta Bharat link to cancer, mental illness, and
offerings such as fruit-flavoured spirits, For instance, Bihar, Gujarat, Mizoram, | Abhiyan. generational poverty - remains low.
pre-mixed cocktails, and other and Nagaland enforce prohibition, while While the NAPDDR addresses alcohol Large-scale public education campaigns,
ready-to-drink options, making alcobal Andhra Pradesh, Haryana, Kerala, regulation, its demand and supply similar to tobaceo control efforts, are
mare appealing to new and younger Manipur, and Tamil Naduw had previously reduction efforts are scattered across overdue.
users. Despite legal advertising imposed similar bans. In contrast, some Central ministries and State governments. (wi) Artificial Intel ligence: Al tools can
restrictions, promotional tactics persist States are now actively promoting alcohol | The Ministry of Social Justice leads detect and suppress alcohol-related
through surrogate advertising, brand sales. Kerala's new Akbari Policy markets demand reduction, while supply and content on digital platforms and flag
sponsorships, and strategic product toddy as a "natural, traditional beverage,” | harm reduction are handled by the misinformation. When 180 million
placements, where the depiction of while Andhra Pradesh is introducing a Ministries of Home Affairs, Finance, and monthly users see health misinformation
aleohol has doubled over the past two paolicy offering alcohol for 99 to ensure Health. {e.g., WebMD praising aleohol), it is clear
decades. Pubs and bars offer incentives “guality, quantity, and affordability.” The National Mental Health Policy that digital regulation is a frontline public
like ‘Happy Hours' and free samples, Meanwhile, some States are exploring (NMHP) 2014 recognised the role of health priority.
while social media algorithms subtly online aleohol delivery through platforms | aloohol in mental illness and suicide India's aleohol crisis canmot be sobved
amplify alcohol-related content (ARC). like Swiggy, Zomato, and Blinkit, prevention and suggested the need for a through isolated actions or State-level
The placement of liquor stares in contradicting efforts to restrict alcohal specific action plan. Similarly, the measures. It is time for a National Alcohal
residential and high-traffic areas, ensures | acoess, National Health Policy (NHP) 2017 Control Policy and Programme that
easy access and everyday visibility. mentioned curbing aleohol use through prioritises people over profit, prevention
Packaging shapes consumer perception - Alcohol accessibility higher taxation. More recently, the aver revenue, and long-term well-being
sleek bottles, international labels, and Regulation of aleohol accessibility in India | National Suicide Prevention Strategy over short-term gains,
premium branding enhance the varies as equally as availability. The legal {NSPS) 2022 identified alcohol as a major (D Vid Karmarkar, is a venture building
aspirational value of alcohol. drinking age differs across States, ranging | risk factor for suicides, advocating for a partner af Fittr, and the founder of
Pricing ensures affordability. Indian from 18 to 25 years. Alcohol pricing national aloohol control policy and Canseva Foundation,
Made Indian Liguor (IMIL) remains cheap | regulation exists in 19 of 33 States/UTs, measures to limit aloohol accessibility. vid dearmarkeri@gmail.com; Jitendra
and accessible to lower-income groups, with nine States setting only maximim The National Action Plan and Chouksey is the Founder and CEO of Fittr,
especially in rural areas, while growing prices while others setting both Monitoring Framework for Prevention a fitness compuiy, fo@fittroom)
.. : L] L :
HUMERUS What the WHAS landmark resolution on skin

diseases means for global health and equity

She adds that the ripple effect of
this resolution must extend global-
Iy, “It compels us to ask why so ma-
ny common skin conditions still go
untreated, why dermatology train-
ing remains limited in frontline
health systems, and why stigma
persists, particularly for diseases
visible on darker skin tones. In In-
dia and Africa, where the burden
of pigmentary disorders, fungal in-
fections, and neglected skin dis-
eases is immense, this resolution is
an opportunity to push for better
access, culturally competent care,
and research that reflects diverse
skin types. It's time we reframed

a person’s self-esteem and oppor-
tunities,” Dr. Sarkar notes,

“Stigma around visible condi-
tions including vitiligo, psoriasis,
or chronic infections leads to ex-
clusion not just from medical care,
but from employment and society
itself.” She sees the resolution as a
pivatal tool to correct these dispar-
ities.

For India, the WHA resolution
arrives at a crucial time. With one
of the highest dermatologic dis-
ease burdens globally from chron-
ic inflammatory conditions to fun-
gal infections and pigmentary
disorders, India stands to benefit
immensely from global recogni:
tion and e reform.

This is a chance to integrate skin
care into public health infrastruc-
ture, strengthen research on skin
of colour, expand dermatology
re- | training at the primary care level.
(D Monisha Madhumita is a con-
sultant dermatologist at Saveetha
Medical College, Chennai.
mail. monisha.m@gmail.com)

For feedback and suggestions
for ‘Science’, please write to
stlence@thehindu.co.dn with
the subject ‘Dally page'
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Doing business in India

Talent, innovation driving global firms” interest

—
Shivanshu Gupta
Soumyadeep Ganguly

seen as a dynamic market

teeming with opportunities
for global companies, and not just
a place to eut costs for products
and services. The number of
inzernational firms settingup
business in India has tripled —
about 320 companies registered
to operate here between 201%and
2021, it rose to 984 compandes
between 2021 and 2023, The key
o thislies in India’s available
talent pool, burgeoning consumer
base and large-scale
infrastructure improvements.

I ndia is increasingly being

ENGINEERING RED
India’s proposition has evolved
to,“a place for engineering
innevation': India produces about
one-third of the world's STEM
praduates — those going beyond
software coding tocreate the next
wave of global products and
services, from cutting-
battery technology for electric
vehicles to groundbreaking
harmaceutical formulations,
value of engineering research
and development (ERED)
sourcing from India is projected
toincrease from S44-45 billion in
2023 to 8130-170 billion by 20340,

TARGET INDIA. International
companies see it s a growth engine

of operating in India. The
country's diverse population and
ren) raphic spread create multiple
*Indias within India™ while the
average monthly household
consumption has risen from $271
in 2012 to 8705 in 2023, there are
wide vartations in consumption
patterns,

Detailed consumer
segmentation could help
companies develop products and
their variants to appeal tothe
needs and spending capacity of a
wide number of households.

LARGE-SCALE PRODUCTION
The scale of the market also
necessitates large-scale
manufacturing. However, many
suppliers in [ndia are small to
miedium-sized firms that struggle

The government isalsoshaping  to meet the quanticy of
policies this comp uired for
proposition across large-scale production.
manufacturing the National Additionally, global rade shifis

Manufacturing Mission aims to
enhance ease and cost of doing
business, workforoe
development, technology
availability, production ﬂqul:,:lﬂt)’
products, and also support for
mibcro, small, and medium-sized
enterprises.

This appreach shows results,
like a leading global
semiconductor company deciding
o diversify its manufacturing
footpeint by building its first

kaging, assembly and testing
facility in India, taking advantage
ofa 7 percent capital subsidy
from the Central and State
governments combined.

India's vibrant digital economy
isalsoadriver of appeal:
Smartphone users in India
surpassed 690 million in 2024,
and the number of internet users
is cr{::t{:d to exeeed 900 million
in 2025, The value of digital
commerce through the Open
Network for Digital Commeree
{ONDC) Is projected to rise
fivefiold, from $60-70 billion in
2022 to 8320- 140 billion by 2030,
according to McKinsey estimates.

However, tapping into these
oppertunities requires companies

and geopolitical uncertainties
demand agility in managing new
tariffs and trade policies.

Local plants can help
businesses reduce costs and gain
access to talented employees,
developing a local supply chain
can streamline component
sourcing, and partnerships with
Indian researchinstitutions and
start-ups could promote
innovation and training.

Companies that expand
operations, manufacturing,
sourcing or other activities in
India should foeus onlong-term

ins, rather than quick wins.

“ompanies that are winning in

€9  Timetobridgeincome
inequality gap

SHADOW OVER EQUITY. The weakening of India’s middle-income groups signals
aworrying trend towards a hollowing-out of the economic centre

AT KAPOOR
MUKUL ANAND

wery tale of rapid economic

growth carries within itaquiet

and et persistent question;

who truly benefits and who
gets left behind? India's dc\tlannt
Journey is noexception. The World
Banks's 2025 Spring brief highlighted
that 171 million peaple have been lifted
out of extreme poverty in India. Poverty
s, however, absolute and pegged to
poverty line, Inequality on the other
hand is quantifiable as a stock or a flow
variable. Ifwe look closer into officlal
numbers in India, it is evident that the
widening income gaps are quietly
redrawing the boundaries of
apportunities.

‘This persistent income inequality
cannot be brushed away as a mere
statistical concern; it is a powerful force
that influence social and political
cohesion, progress and the very
foundations of inclusive growth.

DEEPENING RIFT

Labour market data offers a powerful
lens into the structural drivers of
income inequality in India, revealing
how systemic disparities and not just
individual skills shape wage outcomes.
Since labour incomes form the core of
household earnings, the patterns they
reflect are critical to understanding and
addressing broader inequality across the
country. An analysis of the Periodic
Labour Force Survey (PLFS) from
20017-18 to 2023-24 reveals that income
inequalit n.tthennti.on:ll]e}lc] Thas R

The Gini coefficient, which isa
standard measure of income inequality,
remained around 0.42 during this
period, suggesting little meaningful
«change evenas per capita GDP rose from
$1,907 to §2,48 1. Moreover, the Theil
Index stood at (.33 in 2023-24,
reinforcing the picture of concentrated
jains at the upper end of the income
distribution.

Further analysis also revealed
accelerating growth at the topand
stagnation at the bottom income levels.
The ratio of the top | per cent income

persisted and, in loey ways, |

The median income rose from 102,000
to ¥ 144,000 over this period, r:ﬂcctlnq a
compound annual growth rate (CAGR)
of 5,92 per cent,

The top 1 percent in Indiaearns at
least £75,000 per month in 2023-24. This
threshold has increased from €50,000 in
201718, reflecting a CAGRof 6.99 per
cent. In 2017-18, the monthly income to
T in the top 10 per cent was £25,000. [t
has since risen to 832,000 witha CAGR
«of 4.2 per cent. For the bottom 50 per
cent, income bevels moved from T8,500
1o ¥12,000 while the bottom 10 per cent
saw their thresholds inch up from
3,200 to T3, %00 only. This muted 3.35
percent CAGH at the lowest rungisa
sharp contrast to the acoelerating gains
at the top, pointing to growing

Indiatend to emph product
quality and consumer satisfaction
from the outset, move fast to
capture opportunities and scale
operations, customise pricing and
set clear business goals.
India could create a new

Errmrhcnp;inc for international

rms, with India not simply
becominga new location for
manufacturing but asource of
imnovation and new product
development.

Gupta lssaniar pariner, and Gangulyls

pate the unique chalk

partnes, e Company

thehindubusinessline.

TWENTY YEARS AGO TODAY.

June 20, 2005

Anil Ambani unveils new identity

T il Aerizani today anncanced the farmation of Ani Dhrusihai Ambani
Enterprises {(ADAE) to contral Reliance Capital (RCL), Reliance Energy (REL)
and Reliance Infacomm, The new entity will invest about T2,000 crare in
Reliance Capital and 71,000 crore in Reliance Energy. The boards of Reliance

E iy and Rekance Capital have propoded preferential affers of equity shares

¥ les in income gains across the
Indian labour market,

hres to that of the bottom 50 per
cent increased from 5.69% to .25 over
these seven years,

In contrast, the gap between the top
16 per cent and the bottom Sﬂm‘r cent
narrowed slightly enly from X34x 10
L6, suggesting some marginal
Improvements among the broader
middle-upper tier, though gains remain
modest and uneven. This undeniably
casts aworrisome shadow over the ~

In a rapidly transforming
India, equitable distribution
of opportunities and
incomes will be key not

just for fairness, but for
Luilding a resilient and
prosperots nation

prospects of equity and mobility in the
Indian labour market.

STARK DISPARITIES IN STATES

At the sub-national level, stark
disparities ininequality dynamics have
emerged, with seme Staves diverging
significantly from the national average.
States like Himachal Pradesh,
Meghalaya, Chhattisgarh, Maharashtra,
Odigha, and Jharkhand exhibited the
highest levels of income im:?uullt}'.sn
measured by both Gini and Theil
Indices. In these States, the pg between
thetop | per centand bottom 50 per
cent was particularly pronounced,
Indicating that wealth accumulation at
the top has outpaced improvements at
lower income bevels. Conversely, States
such as Mizoram, Bihar, Manipur, and
Goa showed relatively lower inoqll;sllty
levels. Some of these States, notably
Mizaram and Bihar, also managed to
'“"”“'F’F‘" ‘between income

thresholds, reflecting stronger
Inclusivity at the bottom half of the
distribution. Income dynamics within
employment types also varied widely
across States,

In Himachal Pradesh and
Maharashtra, self-employed workers
exhibited the widest income gaps, while
salaried workers in States like
Chhartisgarh and Meghalaya showed
growlng top-end income concentration.
Additionally, the rural-urban income

GETTY LR BTOOTE

divide widened in many States,
particularly among top income
thresholds, compounding the problem.
For instance, urban top 10 per cent
incomes were more than double rural
incomes nationally by 2023- 24, with
States like Himachal Pradesh, Bihar,
Goa, and Meghalaya leading this
rural-urban divergence.

The weakening of India’s
middle-income groups, reflected inboth
PLFS and income tax return data,
signals a worrying trend towards a
hollowing-out of the economic centre.
Addressing income inequality in India
demands more than aggregate economic
grwwrh As Nobel Laureate Joseph
Stiglitz has noted, middle-class erosion
threatens both political stability and
sustainable demand -driven growth. This
requires deep, structural interventions:
strengthening rural economies,
Investing in education and skill-building
for lower-income groups, promatin
gender parity in labour markets, a

andingaccess to formal
employment. In arapidly transforming
India, equitable distribution of
opportunities and incomes will be
not just for fairmess, but for building a
resilient and pm!g:cmun nation capable
of harnessing its full demaographic and
economic potential.

Kapoaris chalr, and Anand b researcher, institute: for
Compatitivendss

India’s next leap in sickle cell care

CK Mishra

sthe National Sickle Cell
Anaemia Mission (NSCAEM)
completes two years, India, with
the third highest burden of Sickle Cell
Disease (SCDY), stands at a critical
juncture, More than 20 million Indians
‘with this inherited blood disorder,
and approximately 42,000 children are
born with SCD each year, accounting
for 14.5 per cent of global SCD births.
To date, 5.75 crore individuals have
undergone screening under NSCAEM.
The mission’s robust foundation rests
onuniversal sereening, early detection,
E:hl.lc: awareness campaigns and
egrated care delivery, facilitared
through the country’s extensive
network of public health institutions.
However, it Is evident that to

peographically remote and
o-economically marginalised
regions. The challenge is not the
amce efmedltmlmbuna;
treatments such as hydroxyurea,
counselling protocols, and referral
mechanisms are available. The real
lssue lies in the system's ability to
deliver these solutions equitably and
ly to those
mast. For NSCAEM to succeed, it must
prioritise reaching the communities.

RE-IMAGINING PRIMARY CARE
SCIis not an episodic ilness; itisa
lifelong condition that requires daily
medication, regular moni and
angoing psychosocial support. Distant
hospitals mean high transport costs,
lost workdays, and long waiting hours,
Asaresult, adherence to treatment in

TRIBAL COMMUNITIES. Bearing the
brunt of sickle cell disease momsw

treatment delivery, mobilising peer
support, and Adi

community must be fully utilised.
Gram sabhas, village councils, and local
NGOs should be integrated into
programme design and communication
strategies, Focusing only onearly
detection and matic relief,
though vital, will not be encugh to
eliminate the disease entirely,
NSCAEM needs to expand its scope to
advanced, disease-modifying and
potentially curative therapies. This
Includes integrating a spectrum of
advanced therapies, beginning with
automated red blood cell exchange,
which offers relief during acute

i has stroke or acute

+
counselling, J‘a’!‘adh}n Pradesh has set a
positive example with its doos-to-door
screening efforts, targeting pregnant
‘women, schoolchildren, and families of
known SCD eases. Odisha offers

chest syndrome. For patients eligible
for long-term solutions, bone marrow
transplantation presents a curative
pathway, having demonstrated high
success rates in matched-donor cases,

andfor equity related securities to ADAE and long-term irstitutional imestors, eliminate SCD by 2047, we must these settings often drops sharply, transport incentives for SCI patients, India is also advancing towards
to further strengthen the companies’ firancial position deepen our focus on access, equity,and  frequently falling below 20 per cent. ‘while Maharashtra ensures that gene-based interventions, with
lomg-term continuity of care. To close this gap, care must shift Tiyrs h hrough CRISPR-based therapies.
Reliance Info: Major changes unlikely India’s tribal the  fromhosp omes. A trained frontline workers.. To ensure innovations help reduce
The board of Reliance Infocomm will most certainly be changed, and the epicentre of the SCD burden. community-anchored model is thus However, scaling such effort health inequities rather than
cammgary's most high-profile officisl, Mr Kamal Nanavaty, Chiel Operating Approximately 83 per cent of this essential. Local health actors, such as requires more than logistics; it exacerbate them, a phased, publicly
Oficer, will return ta Reliance Industries. Litthe else would need to change at population lives in rural areas, with ASHAs (Accredited Social Health necessitates trust. Many tribal financed roadmap with regalatory and
Refiance [nfocomim with respect toils management, said M Anil Ambare. significant concentrations in States Actl\d.stn].sllml]dbeemlp:rwemdm cnmmunirieshnrhnuldee]’}moted ethical safeguards is imperative.
suchas Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra, play more signi r Iseyond lood disorders
61.1% exports to North America: ESC Odisha, Jharkhand and Ch initial . Their responsibilities  and medical interventions. To address Thawriter & former Secretary, Minkry of Heakh and
Thee Marth Armarican market {mainky LIS and Cansda) sccounted for §1.10 par These communities often reside In should inchsde foll pisits, th ns, the power of the Family'Walfare
cent af India's total experts of software services and ITES in 2004-05,
acoording Lo Electrorecs and Computer Software Espart Prometion Council,
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New Green India Mission roadmap in climate change battle

NIKHIL GHANEKAR
NEW DELHI, JUNE 19

THE CENTRE on Tuesday released a revised
rn.ldm'lp rmﬂlc National Mnsmnrnr(‘run

roadmap i for the period upto 2030,

The GIM's core aim is to combat the ef-
fects of climate change by increasing forest
and tree cover. and the ecolagical restoration
of degraded ecosystemns and forests, It also
aims to improve the livelihoods of commu-

as the Gi
t(‘lM]Twa‘]st.ﬂwy component of India's
national effort to combat the effects of cli-
mate change.
In addition to the core objectives of in-
d ing It and

the mission will address the issues of land
dhegrad o el ification, T wised

torationof the
MmJIl r.um: Western Ghats, the Himalayas
and mangroves,

The mission so far

GIM was rolled out in 2014 as one of the
eight missions under India's National Action
Plan on Climate Change (NAPCC), to be im-
plemented over 10 years. The revised

15 fi

nities that are d onforest produce.
The mission specifically targeted an in-
crease in Iﬂ:!!t and tree cover on 5 million

nerability, potential for sequestration (the
jprocess by which plants and trees store car-
bon using photosynthesis |, forest and Lind
dlegradation, and restoration potential,

Revised roadmap
The revised GIM m.1dm.1pﬂtcnun:-i for

eimpacts
cnud from Implcmcntlns
n=

hectares. ity ol for
est cover on another 5 millian hectares.
Between 2005-16 and 2020-21, GIM facili-
tated tree plantation and aff; ionactiv-
ities across 11.22 million hectares (mha) of
land through central and state schemes.

Between 2019-20 and 2023-24, the
Centre released s 624.71 crore to 18 states
for interventions under GIM. of which Rs
575,55 crone has been utilised, according 1o
an Emviranment Ministry response tabled in
Lok Sabha this February,

Activities under GIM amnncentraudln

partners
stitutions,  Environment
Mindstry officials wld The ledian

CLIMATE i

estation and degradation, beading o a total
loss of forest cover in at least 12 places, ac-
cording to past studies by the Wildlife
Institute of India, These gaps have resulted
in frequent sandstorms and dust pollution
in Deelhi, the National Capital Region and
Punjab, GIM interventions in the Aravallis
will work in sync with the Aravalli Green
Wall project, recently launched
by the Centre tocombat degra-
dation and desertification in
one of thc world's oldest

Express. A central focus of the
revised mission plan will be the restoration
and saturation of vulnerable landscapes
through regionally conducive best practices.
This includes area and landscape-specific
restoration activities in three important
mountain rnges — the Aravallis, the Western
Ghats, and the Indian Himalayas, along with
IMATEFOVE ECOSYSLEMS.

The Aravallis, anatural h:u‘!lu ag.unmhe

ranges

Underthe Green Wall project, restoration
wirks have been planned initially across 8
lakh hectares spanning 29 districts and four
states. This would be done in forest areas,
grasslands, water systems and their catch-
ment areas, and through the plantation of na-
tive, locally conducive species, The project is
estimated toeost Rs 16,053 crore,and aims o
createa bulfer z2oneof 5 km around the moun-

states based on mapping of

Thar desert, h

tain range, A million hectanes.

FASTAG ANNUAL PASS: HOW HIGHWAY
TRAVELFORRS 3,000 WILL WORK

DHEERAJ MISHRA
NEW DELHI, JUNE 18

ROAD TRAMSPORT and Highways
Minister Nitin Gadkari on Wednesday
announced aRs 3,000 FASTag-based an-
nual pass for "hassle-ree highway travel™
innon-commercial private vehicles such
ascars, jeeps, and vans,

The FASTag-based passes, which will
e elMective from Auguast 15, will remain
valid for a year or 200 trips or crossings,
whichever comes earlier, Gaclkard saicl The:
passes will address “long-stancling con-
cems”of commutersat toll plazas, he said.

With the pass, the average cost of

crossinga toll plaza will be only Rs 15,and
users will save at least Rs 7,000 per pass,
the Minister said.

FASTag, annual pass

FASTag is an electronic toll collection
system managed by the National
Fayments Corporation of India (NPCI)
and National Highways Authority of india
(NHAT), FASTag was launched in 2004 as
a pllot praject and was made mandatory
atevery toll plaza in the country in 2021,

A sticker is usually pasted on the
windscreen: most new vehicles these
days leave the showroom with it and the
user has o periodically recharge the wal-
let by putting money in it.

The annual pass seheme will allow
free passage throwgh National Highway
and National Expressway plazas during
s validity, afver which it will autormnati-
cally revert to a regular FASTag, with the
usual per-trip user charges,

A user may repurchase the annual
pass if the 200-trip limit is exhausted be-
Tore the one-year period of validity ends,

s Archive

The pass is non-transferabde,

Details of the pass

SINGLE TRIF: For point-based fee
plazas, each crossing of the plaza will be
counted as one trip; a round trip( to and
fro) will be counted as two trips. For
closed talling fee plazas, a pair of entry
and exit will be counted as one trip,

NOT MANDATORY: The existing
FASTag system will continue to operate
asusual, A user can choose to pay as per
applicable user fees at the plazas.

NOT FOR COMMERCIAL VEHI-
WCLES: The pass is only for private vehi-
ilt‘k and its wse in any commercial vehi-

inimmediate deactivati
Ihv Ministry of Road Transport and
Highways has said,

NOT FOR STATE HIGHWAYS: The
annual pass is valid enly for National
Highway and National Expressway fee
plazas; at ather roads such as express-
ways managed by state governments or
local bodies, or state highways, etc., reg-
ular user fees will be payable.

PASS MAY GET COSTLIER: The
Ministry's June 17 notification says the
st of the annwal pass may be revised on
Agpril 1 every year,

How to activate

The pass will be activated after the el-
igibility of the vehicle and associated
FASTag are verified. The user will have to
pay Rs 3,000 for the base year 2025-26
wither through the R

jmargyetra mobile
application or the NHAI websive, Once the
passis activated on the registered FASTag,
the user will receive SMS notifications.

Yo need not buy a new FASTag to get
the annual pass; it will be activated on
the existing FASTag,

HARISH DAMODARAN

RAD GULAB SINGH LODHI has harvested
around 90 quintals of summer moang (green
gram) from his 16 acres of land in
Nanhegaon village of Madhya Pradesh’s
Narsinghpur district.

Buthe isworried about the govemment's
apathy in procuring the crop that is fetching
about Rs 6,500 per quintal in the open mar-
leet, as against its official minimum support
price (MSP) of Rs BGR2,

And it's not ondy moong,

Lodhi cultivates soyabean during the
kharif{ monsoon | season, sowing in early-
July and harvesting by mid-Octaber, followed
by chana (chickpea) and maseor (red lentil)
curing rabi [winter-spring),

After harvesting masoor around March
10 and chana about 5-10 days later, he
SOWS SUmmer moong that matures in 60-
70 days.

None of these crops is procured by the
gevernment at MSP in the same way as rice
and wheat are. "But | can't grow rice or
wheat, except for sell-consumption, here,
This black cotton soil is suitable for pulses
and ollseeds,” Lodhl says,

Lexdhi, 65, is a nurrﬁsm' farmer who
iesalsay-
qhnn moong. masoer, and chana, And yet,
soyabean is selling in the state’s mandis at Rs
A100-4.200 per quintal — below not only the

In the Western Ghats, which have seen
dearadati . ion, and ilbegal min-

ing, the revised roacmap will focus on al-
forestation, groundwater recharging and the
eco-restoration of abandened mining areas,

Combating desertification

Around a third of India’s phical

tonnes of 002 equivalent was created be-
tween 2005 and 2021, as per the
Environment Ministry statement made in
Lok Sabiha earlier this year,

Indlia has also made an ambitious com-
mitment to restore 26 million hectares of de-
graced land by 2030, To restore lange swathes
of forests and degraded lands, the restora-

area — 9785 million hectares — underwent
land degradation during 2018-19, according
tothe Indian Space Research Organisation's
Desertification and Land Degradation Atlas,

India has committed to creating an addi-
tiomal carbon sink of 2,5 10 3 billion tonnes of
carbon dicdde through ackditional forest and
tree cover by 2030 under the United Nations
Framework Comvention on Climate Change,
The natural carbon sinks of forests, restored
ur.mlms wetlands, and nuxmt.unvcﬂltw

LS s

mmnw.ﬂ-ipungcs.lndhamm in ahsmb
Ing elimate change impacts,

An additsonal carbon sink of 2,29 billion
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Cost of pulses, oil imports

India's imports of pulses and edible oils have scaled new highs, even as the cultivation of these crops have
turned increasingly unremunerative for farmers. Here's what's been happening — and why
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of pulses fell to an average of 2.6 mt, worth
$1.7 billion, onth improved domes
tie production (Charts Taand 1h),

Inclia’s pualses outpat, which stood at 19,3
miin2003-14,and 17.2 mt and 16.3 mt inthe
drought years of 2004-15 and 201516 re-
spectively, rose to 27,3 mit in 2021-22 aned
261 mtin2022-23,

Much of this increased production was
due to chana and moong, Scientists bred
short-duration varieties ( 100-120 days) of
chanath, any irrigation, and

TSP of Rs 5,328 for the ug 212526,

but even the Rs 4892 of last year's crop,
Lodhi is stoic about his sitsation, and is

Eoingahead with planting soyabean.

ey b [ what option do T have |7 he says,

Record pulses imports

The woes for the growers of pulses and
oilseeds come amid all-time high imports
during 2024-25 (April-March .

Pulses imparts touched 7.3 million toanes
(mt], valued at $5.5 billion, surpassing the
previous record of 6.6 mt ($4.2 billion) for
2016-17.

For five years from 2017-18, the imports

varieties of moang that were amenable to
growing in all seasons. Farmers today plant
moang in kharif and rabi, as well asin the
spring and summer.

Hewever, this relative sell-sufficiency
achlwcdnnptﬂw\msmrwdinﬁm! 24
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The 7.3 mt of pulses imports in 2024-25
included 2.2 mit of yellow| white peas
(largely from Canada ancl Russia), 16 mt of
chanafrom Australia }, 1.2 mt each of arharoe

:mn{xmpmd apen forests is key — cost-ef-
fective and high-impact for COZ sequestra-
tion, the revised GIM roadmap says, based
on Forest Survey of India (FS1) estimates.

According to the FS1, this approach alone
has the patential to sequester 1,89 billion
tonnes of CO2 over approximately 15 mil-
lion hectares, It also estimates that by align-
ing ongoing schemes and intensifying af-
forestation efforts, GIM can help India
expand its forest and tree cover up to 24,7
million hectares, This would be enough to
achieve a carbon sink of 3,39 billion tonnes
of CO2 equivalent by 2030, as per the FSI's
projections.

that needls b be arrested, if not reversed.

In value terms, imports almaost trebled
from 572 billion in 2013-14 105208 billion in
2022-23, which was arsund the time when
international prices skyrocketed owing to
supply clisnsptions due o the Russia-Ulraine
war. While global prices have comie off those
peaks, the quantum of imports has contin-
wed to rise{ Charts 2o and 25

The 16.4 mt of imports during 2024-25
mainly comprised 7.9 mt of palm (primarily
fromIndonesia and Malaysia L 4.8 mt of soy-
abean [ from Argentina and Brazil), and 3.5
mt of sunflower oil (from Russia, Ukraine,
and Argentinal

O the other hand, India’s production of
oil from domestically grown oilseeds and
secondary sources such as cottonseed, rice
bean and maize s estimated at just about 10
mi, which translates to an import depend-
ence of well over GO%,

CPlinflation in vegetable oils, unlike
pulses, has been ruling at double digits
since November 2024, with the latest May
reading at 17.9%, It explains the govern-
ment's May 30 decision to cut the basic
customs duty on crude palm, soyabean,
and sunflower oll from 200 to 104 and the
overall import taril¥ [after adding an agri-
culture cess and social welfare surcharge)
from 2758 1o 16,58,

The US Department of Agriculture
(USDA) expects the lowering of duty to re-
sult in a “further increase” in soyabean oil
imparts by India. Although this market is

pigeon-pea (from que, Tanzania,
Myanmar, Sudan and Malawi) and masoor
{from Canada, Australia and United States),
and 0.8 mt of urad or black gram (from
Myanmar and Brazil),

As imports surged, the consumer price
index (CP1) inflation in pulses eased to 3.8%
year-on-year by December 2024 and further
1o 2.6%, = 04%, = 2.7%, - 5.2%. and - 82% in
the following five months,

The boat is an the ather foot now, with
arhar and chana selling at s 6.450-6,500 and
Rs 5450-5,500 per quintal respectively in
Maharashtra's Latur mandi, below their cor-

wehich was an El Nify

| 5 0f R 7,550 and s 5,550,

Domestic production fell to 242 mtin 202‘!-
24, and recovered to 25.2 mit in 2024-25, as
per Agriculture Ministry data,

Falling output and retail inflation in
pulses soaring to double digits by mid-2023
leel toa slashing of duties on imports, which
peaked cluring the last fiscal,

The story of oils

The story invegetable oils has been more
uniform — that of increasing import de-
pendence,

The last 11 years have seen imports more
than double from 79 mt to 164 mt, a rend

e iff
can boost the import of US soyabean oil” a
USDA report dated June 10 has stated.

All this suggests imports will likely hita
new high in the current fiscal, even as the
USDA has projected a record-breaking
global vegetable oil output of 235 mt for
2025-26, led by palm [80.7 mt) and soy-
abean (70,8 mi. That may not be good news
for farmers like Lodkhi,

The Soyabean Processors’ Association of
India has expressed concerm over the 11-per-
centage-point duty cut, which is expected to
“Mood the Indian market with cheaper im-
ported oils”, That will make oilseed cultiva-
tion bess attractive to farmers, who may sow
less area andl switch to more profitable crops
in this kharif season, said Davish Jain, chair-
man of the Indore-hased association,
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The Great Charter: How Magna Carta came to be, and why its legacy endures

RISHIKA SINGH
NEW DELHI, JUNE 18

EIGHT HUNDRED and ten years ago, an
English king gave his seal of approval to a
s g )

FIel that would help establish modern
democracies,

The Magna Carta (Latin for “Great
Charter") was signed on June 15, 1215, at
Runnymede Meadows near

ish barons -
tively sought te restrict King
John's arbitrary orders and

Context of medieval England

The Magna Carta was sealed at a time
when King Johnwitnessed several military
Tadlures. In 1204, the King of France, Philip l,
took controd of Normandy and Anjou. To
Tund expeditions to selze those lands, john
raksed taxes on his subjects,

In the feudal structure, barons were
granted varying sizes of Land in exchange for
their loyalty and services to the monarch,
These services would include things such as

providing knights or steeds
during times
King John's taes ancl poli-

London. English barons collec m i war,
m'sa CULTURE | cls honever wer o pop-

veral prin-
ciples, most significant af
which was that the king could only act as

was th
that his defeat in the battle of
Bouvines in 1214 —once again at the hands

ural orderof things”, wrote Hol. “From these
primitive elements to a settled constitution

per the law of the land, of the French — became the trig-  was along tortuous and often bloady jour-
Last month, Harvard Universitydiscov- — ger for a barons' rebellion. ey inwhich the grant of charters of liberties

ered one ol the eariest versions of the doe- English historian JCHoltwroteinhisbook — was but one, and that an early, step,.”

ument in its collections, dating back tothe  Magna Carta ( 1965) that agreemaents for the

mr 1300, wﬂnu:lyal:umwlmw king ceding some of his power after battle What charter said, its adoption

a key step in the evoluti k L lin mediaeval Europ The meeting in Runnymede resubted in

human rights against oppressive mlerl. Nometheless, the Great Charter wasa signifi- — a charter running into more than 3,500

Magna Carta has formed the basis of con-  eant mament which defined powerar nghts 'M:ndl acroas 63 clauses. Some dealt with

stitutions around the wnrld. areporto anthe lnrhe pnlltlmlllmﬂw atati henth isues, while ath-

website of Harvard Law Sch Thiswas asociety “in erl h.id universal applicabiliy.

Clause 39 says: "No free man s to be ar-
rested, or imprissned, or disseised, or out -
lawed, or exiled, orinany other way ruined,
nor will we go against him or send against
him, except by the lawiul judgment af his
peers or by the kaw of the land.” Clause 40
says: “Tono one will we sell, to noone will
mdenynrdehy rightor justice.” Coples ol

Magna Carta were sent uumabe read out
Ineach coun

these lacunae, trwdmumntlllllmuwn

he died just a year later,
Hisremaling supp :
stall his nine-year-okd son on the throne:
Henry llwas crowned later that year. Inex-
change for the harons” loyalty, Henry Il re-
issued the Magna Carta, first of several
times that the charter has been redssued,
‘with moclifications over the years.
Today, four copies of the original docu-
ment have survived. A version from 1257
sold at an auction in 2007 for 213 million,

A contested legacy
Crities say that the charter strictly dealt
with the distribution of power among elites,
A BBC report from 2015, the B0Oth an-
niversary of the ducumenl stated "free
men
less than half the pnpulatlnn at the time,
“The rest were serfs, to whom the charter
did mot apply. And "men” meant men —
women, except for widows, merit barely a
miention in Magna Carta,” it sabd.

\'\"lthlnthmmnnlhl leaﬂruthela;saf
his penerer, Joln was able toannul the char-
u-rwllh the help of Pope Innocent 1L But

acy
ible, as it wasn't almed at truly
demacratising the political structure,

ish historian David Carpenter, in an

easay for The Guardian, wrote that despite

“themost radical

the ruler” in Europe. That wasn't nmswlry
because of magnanimity on the king's part,
bt because he was "uniquely demanding
and intrusive®™ of his subsjects, “thanes to the
pressures of maintaining a continental em-
pire” that stretched to southem France.

Still, it “asserted afundamental principle
= the rule of Law. The king was beneath the
law, the law the Charter itself was making.
He could no longer treat his s tsin an
arbitrary fashion, i T

Clauses 39 and 40 are still on the UK
statutes and are seen as the basis of con-
cepts such as habeas corpus (guarding
against arbitrary detention ).

US Mational Archives note; "During the
American Revolution, Magna Carta served o
irspire and justify action in Hberty's defense,
The colonists believed they were entitled o
the same rights as Englishmen, rights guar-
anteed in Magna Carea, They embedded
those rights inbo the laws of their states and
later into the Constitution and Bill of Rights"

Rather than the lpeclﬂca the Magna
C«n« P fmad-

wlured,
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BECAUSE THE TRUTH

INVOLVES US ALL

NOT MAKING THE CUT

AsTrump ramps up pressure for lower rates, US central bank's
pursuit of its dual mandate goals becomes more challenging
M TS JUNE meeting, the US Federal Reserve kept interest rates unchanged, main-

taining the target range for federal funds at 4.25-4.5 per cent. This is the fourth
consecutive meeting when the Fed has refrained from lowering rates. The deci-

sion ted lines, The it-and-watch approachas
it gauges the impact of President Donald Trump's policies on inflation and the economy.
The US central bank has now indi ibility of ty rate cuts this year
and another cut next year.
Butrlwr::wasanmablcdlang:uttuncmthl:'Fl::I s policy statement this time. In May,
the central bank h i . the i outlook has incr

ther”. The meeting was held just after Trump's “Liberation Day” tariif announcements. In
the June mecting, howewer, the Fed noted that "uncertainty about icoutlook

EDITORIAL PAGE |

Just a lunch

VYV VL ENLIANEA FRE oo . LUM

WOoRDLY WISE
NOTHING IN LIFE IS TO BE FEARED.
[T 1S ONLY TO BE UNDERSTOOD,
— MARLA SKLODOWSKA-CURIE

Strategic interest, not sentiment, shapes US approach to

Pakistan. India need not worry about Trump-Munir meeting

SYED ATA HASNAIN

US PRESIDENT DOMALD Trump'srecent lunch
mecting with Pakistan's Army Chief, General
Asim Munir, has raised more than a few eye-
bumus,pamu.lariymlnd:a. Munlrsnntawr]l—
dccircle
andyn. he found himself seated across from
the miost powerful manin theworld, For mary,
it seemed like a bizarme political detour. But if
one strips away sentiment and looks through
the lens of history and statecraft, the picture
becomes clearer.

Asthe old adage goes, nations have no per-
manent friends orenemies —only permanent
interests. What we are witnessing is not a de-
parture from nomms but a reaffirmation of b
Amenican foreignpolicy has long worked, par-

has diminished", though it still “remains clevated”. But the effects of tariffs on the econ-
omy, and inflation in particular, are bcpnlngm be Fi:lr Inhiscomments, Ftdthmr]mmm
F «dthati and audio-visual equip-
ment, price increases were being sccn,and that is “attributable to tariff increases”,
However, the full effect on consumer prices will only be visible in the weeks and months
ahead once thei bilt wp by before the tariffs were imposed are ex-
hausted. Powell b, ! 1 that: *“We've had gr just moving upa bit,
and, of course, we do expect to see more of that over the course of the summer,” he said.

Inline with this, the central hank h raised its inflatic forthe :,!:m'mi per
cent, up from 2.7 per o jer. It pects the economic me

— it has lowered its growth forecast to 1.4 per cent from 1. ?pcln:nr The labour market,
though, is expected e i healthy — the P uner

rate to edge only marginally upwards to 4.5 per cent, from 4.4 per cent earlier — creating.
the space for it to remain fooused on inflation.

The Fed's policy continues to draw criticism from the US President. On'Wednesday,
prioT to the Fed meeting, Trump is reported to have said, *So we have a stupid person,
frankly, at the Fed. He probably won't out today. Europe had 10 cuts, and we had none. |
guess hie's a political guy” In the past as well, Trump has been vocal in his criticism of
Powell and the direction of the Fed's monetary policy. As Trump continues to ramp up
pressure for lower interest rates, the Fed faces a challenging task as it purswes its dual
mandate goals of maximum employment and price stability.

NO STOPPING HER

Class Xl board exam data from 2024 show science is no longer
aboys' club. Challenge now is to keep up the momentum

ATACOM 2024 Class X1l board exams, released by the Ministry of Education,
tell a story of quiet persistence: For the first time in a decade, more girls —
2814 akh — cleared the boand exams in the science stream than in human-
ities — 27.24 lakh. These figures mark a powerful shift in academic and so-
cial dynamics. As an analysis of numbers from 25 school boards between 2010and 2023
by this newspaper in September 2024 showed, only 382 per cent of students clearing.
science in 2010 were girls, By 2023, that number had climbed to 45.5 per cent, setting
the stage for the 2024 breakthrough, The reversal of the ing gender tilt toverard
humanities is an affirmation that science — once seen as a male preserve — is being ac-
tively pursued by female students across the country, In a country aspiring to be a global
leader in the knowledge economy, this is welocome nows: Drawing on the scientific po-
tential of half its population is not just desirable, it is essential
State-level results underscore the national picture, In Tamil Madu, girls achieved a for-
midable 96.35 per ENCe | m2024; in Bihar and Odisha, girls out-
performed boys. This reshaping of ambition and possibility has been facilitated by growe-
|-faith policy interventions such as the Vigyan [yoti
scholarship schemes for girls from disadvantaged backgrounds, and the CBSE's Udaan
initiative, which ihcilps u:n‘}rrpu'lwkgrd girls prepare for engineering and medical en-
trance & i ial aid. What happens when more girls en-
ter higher education in STEM? According to the All India Survey on Higher Education
2021-22, women now make up 52.1 percent of all students in science disciplines across
undergraduate, postgraduate, MPhil, and PhD levels, At the undergraduate level, they
constitute a little over .1] percent of the total enrelment. In medicine, women are at par
ith ; inengi hndogy — fields where they have traditionally been a
sliver — their representation has risen l:msldcrahly These numbers point to a future
workforoe that islikely tobe i d by, morei ive
The promise of these numbers, however, will continue to come up against the
shadow or unequal realities unless it is met with deeper imvestment in infrastructure,
tworks, emp Jpportunities and safe spac learn and to linger
in. Girls from rural areas and low-income househaolds still face immense barriers that
cap their ambitions: Lack of resources; unavailability of laboratories and equipment;
a private study space, or simply, the right to stay in school, If this moment is to make
room for long-term change, it must ensure that STEM dreams that have got off the
block are not stalked midway.

ingp

STARTING OVER

New-look Indian team and captaincy of Shubman Gill are
aleap of faith by selectors, and a big generational jump

MDIAN CRICKET 15 in uncharted territory on the eve of the first Test of the five-

match series in England that starts on Friday, The uncertainty isn't just due to the

exit of Virat Kohli and Rohit Sharma, two players whose auras were so large that

they became the team's identity. It's also because the batom now falls on a younger
bot af players whir may not be quite ready yet for the oldest format in the game. The new-
ook Indian team and the captaincy of Shubman Gill are a leap of faith by selectors, and a
big penerational jurmp.

Thee young players in the Test team would dowell to remember Kohli's words at the
end of anemotional celebration of his first IPL title for RCB: “It's still five levels below Test
cricket. If you want toearn nespect in world cricket all aver, take up Test cricket, give your
heart and soul to it.” The big hole left by the two players has been evident so far in the
pre-series build-up in England by the local media. Most questions to the players have
been about Kohli or Rohit. The large shadow cast on them can be crased by the new-look
Indian teamn by their own perfsrmance in the home of Test cricket.

Luckily for them, they have their ace bowling trump card in Jasprit Bumrah, evenif he
is likeely to play just throe Tests. On the batting front, it will come down to K L Rahul, the
senior-most batsman, to set the base, Gill the captain o build on it, and Rishabh Pant to
trigger consternation in the opposition camp. If the rest of the youngsters, and Karun
[Mair, a vete ran domestic-cricket batsman makinga mrkablrcnmrharl&. can find their

ticularhy to Paldstan.

Pakistan ocoupies one of the miost strate-
gically sensitive pieces of real estabe in the
warld, It borders five civilisational and
geopolitical spheres: Indian, Chinese,
Central Asian, Persian and Arab. No other
space in the world offers such adense inter-

that

I)ldm terror networks, Hcvw:'w:r the US

msntul:lona] rt'latlnnslupwﬂl\dlc Pakistan
army that survives changes in political mood.
America may mistrust Pakdstan's civilian gov-
emments or even its double-dealing on ter-
rorismm, but it views the Pakistan military as a
rational, hierarchical li:ln:{:dutcan ‘petthings

access, whether for leverage in Kabul, obser-
vation posts against Iran, or b counter
Chinese ion. But such s
opportunistic, not strategic.

India's strengthlies elsewhere, We are not
a country that offers itself as an operational
base or intermediary. We offer long-term
stmgu:\m]ur a stable democracy, a mas-

done”. [ attended ourses and pro- mer market, a growing technobog-
gramimes inthe LS. 1 can statcthat inalineup  ical base, a competent military, and a rules-
| Paldstani hased povermanoe, We are

forces, anAmerican general will aheays shake
hands first with the Pakistanis.
That cabculus has not changed. Trump's
mecting with Munir signals a tactical re-en-
ratherthana fi

not transactional in our diplomacy; wearea

civilisational state with depth.
Pakistar’s ruling elite — particulary its mil-

itany — hasdmjswrmllyahmadm

gic pivat, The US may be planning for re-
newed contingency operations in
Afghanistan, hedging against China's Belt and

Trump's outreach to Pakistan
should not be read as a

fir ity at home. Foreign
engagementslike the onewith Trumpareod-
tenused to bumnish credentials domestically.
Eut Pakistan's ﬁJnda:mnrals remain quglll:
in freefall olity,and

betrayal or a shift away from Road Initiative via CPEC, or risks in
India. It is better understood Iran and Certral Asia. Pakistan is relevant in all
these theatres.

as tactical engagement driven

1!\! .]CHﬂL‘}' At the same time, India must recognise

section of influence. That al

Pakistan, regardless of its economic health
orinternal chaos, will continue to feature in
the caloulus of global powers.

Thisis not a new phenomenon. From the
19505 onwards, Pakistan was a member of
both SEATO and CENTO — Cold War alliances
aimed at containing communism. In 1960,
CIA pilot Gary Powers flew a U-2 spy plane
from Peshawar over Soviet territory, which
was later shot down, sparking an interna-
tional crisis. In the 1970s, Pakistan served as
the covert conduit through which President
Richard Mixon and Henry Kissinger opened
diplomatic relations with China.

Crucially, after 9/11, Pakistan's territory
became indispensable for US operations in
Afghanistan, Whether it was providing a lo-
gistics corridor for NATO supplics, intelligence
mdlnmun [thw:t unl:'\n:n] OF ACCEss o

rclamm;hipea. and evolving
regional threats, Pakistan will
always offer America access,
whether for leverage in Kabul,
observation posts against
Iran, or to counter Chinese
expansion. But such
engagement is opportunistic,
not strategic. Indias strength
lies elsewhere. We are not a
country that offers itselfas an
operational base or
intermediary. We offer long-

that its o strategic partnershipwith the LIS
remains strong and is grounded in very dif-
ferent fundamentals. Since 1991, when India
opencd up its coonomy and began integrat-
img with the global order, relations with
‘Washington have steadily deepened. The nu-
clear deal of 2008, defence cooperation un-
der LEMOA and COMCASA, technology part-
nerships and the riseof the Quad reflect this.

Howrever, thisrelationshipis not immune
to friction. India’s insistence on strategic au-
tonomy occasionally confounds American
expectations. Nowhere was this more visible
thandunr\gtthk:alm wvar. While the West
impased sweeping sanctions on Russia, India
chose a path of calibrated engagement — buy-
ing oil at discounted rates, abstaining at the

an increasingly alienated populace. America
lnowvs this. While it may engage Islamabad's
generals from time to time, it does not mis-
take tactical necessity for strategic trust.

India, on the other hand, has remained
firm and predictable through global fuwe ndia
remained steady whether it was Covid, the
Adghanistan pull-out, or the energy crisis af-
ter Ukraine. That is the hallmark of a reliable
partner, notone that Hits inand out of Fvour
but one that shows up and stays the course,

Let us not be distracted by luncheon in-
vites. Let us remain focused on India's tra-
jectory, We are not a fiy-by-night friend of
the US — we are a strategic power in our
o right. We are neither insecure about
Pakistan's moment in the sun nor anxious
for validation.

‘Wi should be confident that the more
uncertain the world becomes, the more

airbases, P: iCa owagea
mo—dl:tadrwann |I5hackwdmdmdn:
financi perati festatilish

ing new infrastructure in Central Asia.
‘Without Pakistan, the Afghan war would
have cost three times as much and been lo-
gistically far more challenging.

Many Indians are rightly puzzled by
‘Washington's recurring tilt toward Pakistan,
especially whenitiscommon knowledge that
Pakistan has harboured and supported anti-

" jc ar 3 UN, and maintaining robust dialogue with  valuable India's stability will appear. The LIS
term stratepic \l‘a].uf astalsle both sides. This dcc{:%nn wasn' taﬁ&nﬁ: knows this, even i['ltgcasionally wanders
democracy, a massive . sitting; it was about placing Indian national  insearch of old allies for new problems. Real
e market, a growing interest above alk part time —and India
Lcclnn:h:;.@ca] hase,a Washington noticed — and, toits credit,  has passed that test repeatedhy.

ultimately respected — India’s position. But
the episode wasa timely reminder; evenclose
partners will diverge when their interests do.

commpetent military, and a
rules-based approach to

The US may dip back into its Pakistan
playbook occasionally, but its real bet isona
rising India. That bet may not always be loud,

ghobal governance. Seen in this light, Trump's outreach to but itwill be lasting.

Wi are not transactional in Faki wuld not be read asa

ll1.|!‘di|>]:n nacy; :f;lrmwayﬁwm]ndakﬂmrundcﬁmd hﬁemwrnu_ﬁ:ﬁ?wmmoj
g L d ‘orpes el

weare a civilisational state legacy relationships, and cw.ﬂmng rtglnnal the National Disaster Management Authority:

with depth. threats. Paldstan will always offer America Vaews are personal

THE MISSING MINING

India must fast-track exploration of critical minerals

DRIVE

DHIRA] NAYYAR

THEEVOLUTION OF human civilisation s in-
trinsically linked I:n I‘lu: uscalmculs. Around
leap
fromthe Nculdnc;’\grm the Chalcolithic Age.
Subsequently, it grew more advanced as it
mawved to the Bronze Age and then the ron
Age. In more recent times, epochs have not
necessarily been named after metals or their
source — minerals that occur under the sur-
face. en them. Coal
dih ; ior of the

19th and early 20th centuries. Oil and its de-
rivatives fuelled the second industrial revo-
lution (think cars and planes), and global
prosperity in the second half of the 20th cen-
tury. Niow, the long 21 st century is going to be
the critical minerals age.

Inaway, italreadyis. The president of the
world's largest economy has put critical min-
erals at the core of his foreign and domestic
agenda The reason Donald Tramp wants to
“annex” Canada and Greenland is to have
contral over their vast mineral wealth. The
only reason heis remobely interested insolv-
ing the Russia-Ukraine conflict is the poten-
tial for the US to access Ukraine’s rich mineral
resources. At home, Trump is opening up vast
tracts of federal land — previousty on no-go
lists — for mineral exploration on a fast-track
basis, cutting approvals time from a year o
less than a month, Minerals have also taken
centre-stage inthe global trade war. Chinais
using its disproportionate control over rane
earth materials to threaten the US and the rest
of the world with the debilitating conse-
quences of restricted supply.

Twmtyou'l:'wm IOyL‘ars agn, the I:Iu:ngﬂ

i atthe
ocnm: of glohal ocmﬂln. whether geopoliti-
«cal or geoeconomic, would not have been
taken very seriously. The only natural re-
source that figured in the context of intema-
tional security and strategy was oil. Since
then, two things have happened. First, a
Erowing consclnusm:ss about climate
change. Second, tec

il

supply gapafrits
The higgest riskto rh:cmﬂgmg Imdscapc

is the heavy conoer fcrit-

jical i much greater thar

trationinoil There are two stages of the value
chainthat are of concern. Arst, the extraction
of the metal ore from the surface. Second, the
processing of that ore into ussble metal. There
is a high degree of concentration in the first.

towards a fourth industrial

Cohaltc fromCongo.

China alone accounts for
two-thirds of global rare
earths mining. Australia,
Chile and China account for
amajority of lithium mining,
In processing, there is
complete dominance across
the board by just
country, China. Sixty-six per
cent of the processing of
critical minerals (also
induding copper and
aluminium) takes place in
China, For rare earths, this
goes up to more than 90 per
cent. China alone can bring
the global EV industry to a
halt by restricting the supply
of rare earths. It is happening
right at this moment.

The technologies that help mlugan:' cli-
mate change — by enabling a substitution of
fossil fuels like coal and oil — are heavily
mineral-intensive. An electric vehicle uses
six times the minerals a conventional vehi-
cledoes, largely because its battery is made
of lithium, cobalt and nickel. Renewable en-
ergy infrastructure for solar and wind power
is also mineral-intensive. For example, an
offshore wind infrastructure project con-
sumes nine times the minerals that a con-
ventional power plant would.

The fourthindustrial revolution, whichin-
vohves Al robotics and big data,is also mineral-
intensive, For example, any digital or digital
conmectivity infrastructure requires copper in
large quantities. Copper is critical because of
its electrical conductivity. Data centres, the
backbone of big data and AL consume a kot of
oopper. They also consume large amounts of
energy. Tomitigate dimate change. a lotof this
needs to be sourced from renewable sources.
Thiere ane several other examples of the min-
crallntcmltjdmrgangltﬂnnlugmia\smc
adoptionof thesetec thede-

the mining of nickel, al-
mist 50 percent of the global supply. China
alone aocounts for two-thinds of global rare
earths mining. Australia, Chile and Chinaac-
count for a magority of lithium mining, Inpro-
oessing, there is complete dominance across
the board by just one country, China, Sty
six percent of the processing of critical min-
erals (alsoincluding copperand ahumimium|
takes place inChina. For rane earths, this goes
uptomaore than 90 percent. China alone can
bring the ghobal EV industry to a halt by re-
stricting the supphy of rane earths. [tis happen-
ing right at this moment.

Meither the US nor India canrely onChina.
Itis timeto emulate America’s policies and fast
track the explorationof critical minerals. India
remains under-explored for all minerals. This
stateof affairs is nolonger an option, especially
if Indiais to become a serious player inmanu-
facturing It is near-impassible to seoune min-
eral supply chains from overseas — even the
LS is struggling. As a country that is geologi-
callyrich, India must explore within.

i chiefeconomist, Viedmnta Lid

JUNE 20, 1985, FOrRTY YEARS AGO

hen Indiacan test England, The hosts, too, 4 clue
toa spate of injurics, and their batting isn't quite a settled unit yet.

$4 BN AID FOR INDIA

THE AID-INDIA consortium pledged total assis-
tance of four billion dollars to India during the fis-
calyear 1985-86, which represents an increase of
over five per cent in real berms, India will get 3.9
hbillion dollars in termes of Special Drawing Rights
(SDR) as against 3.7 billion dollars last year. This is
an increase of 200 million dollars or 5.5 per cent
in real terms. In pledging four billion dollars, the
Wrkd-Bank led consortium has maintained its as-
| sistance tolndia at approximately last year's level.

PAK CRITICISES INDIA

INDIA EXPRESSED “RECRET" at the statement
of Pakistan's Minister of State for Foreign
Aftairs, Zain Noorani, about the human rights
of Indian Muslims. An official spokesperson
said, “wee regret that the mindster should have
spoken in such terms about India's internal af-
fairs.” Noorani had made the statement while
referring to the anti-reservation agitation in
Gujarat. He alleged that the state government
has instigated a communal riot to divert atten-

tion From the agitation.

CONG CHIEF KILLED

THE CITY CONGRESS (I} president, Neta
Hakimueldin, was shot dead by unidentified as-
sailants onthe Prahlad Nagar road in Meerut. The
DIG, police, Nathu Lal told PT1 that the Congress
{INleader, whowas riding on a rickshaw, was shot
from point-blank range by some persons. Thebul-
lets hit him on the temple and he died on the spot,
he said. The assailants managed to escape.



THE INDIAN EXPRESS, FRIDAY, JUNE 20,2025

IDEAS PAGE

DIS/AGREE
THE BEST OF BOTH SIDES

Aweekly column, which offers not this-versus-that, but the best of both sides, to inform the debate

R Sasikumar

The government is contemplating a cap on air conditioner temperatures.
Is this a durable way to conserve energy?

Cooling: Necessity
and emergency

AC temperature cap, while not a game-changer,
opens the door to much-needed conversations on
anurgent developmental need

mate-damaging individual activities.
Yot cooling is no longer a luxury. It has
need It Tealth,
productivity, and even social stability.

violence,

Fm'tl‘ncmurmﬂvuhcﬁhlr thelack of cool-

CHANDRA BHUSHAN

ing is not just unc itcan befatal,
The challenge, therefore,istomake cooling

THE INDIAN GOVERNMENT is repartecly

afford billions of energy-guezling ACs. This
will break the grid and the environment.

{AC)
temperature settings between 20°C and
28°C This scmhln:amnumdmtalmuur

What
howwe keep our homes, offices, and cities
omlinwuysﬂutmallpcuplr.

but it marks an imps
reshaping our approach to cooling. While it
willnot, by itself, lead toa significant reduc-
tion in energy use —and will face majorim-
plemnentation challenges on the ground — it
sends acritical signal about the groveing im-
pa\:tufmulh\gon]ndia‘scnrlmrgid cn\d—
ronr

Cooling is thl: fastest-growing energy-
‘consuming sector in India. With economic
growth, nslru; urbanlsarlun. and more in-

Thi the 1t
Bulld]ngs and urban layouts must be de-

signed to stay cool naturally, using high-
insulaling building materials, shaded
fagades, reflective roofs, cross-ventilation,
and land scaping. Cities must be made
oooler through maore gr paces, water

The capisa
quick fix

The need is to provide solutions that don't
impose high energy costs or
harm the environment

TRISHNA SARKAR

LAST WEEK, AS Delhi reeled under an in-
tense heatwave, | stepped out to a local
market. A group of agitated street vendors
shifting their carts caught my eye. | asked
one of them what was going on. He re-
sponded with visible frustration, “Ma‘am,
wee're caught in a heat trap. Behind us, AC
wents from shops are blasting hot air. In
front, parked cars and SUVs are idling with
l‘hC]l .i\.Cs running, rrll:aslng more heat.

tisweather while tryi n

bodies, reduced asphalt, and materials that
lower hl:at absulptlon Ind)a must imvest
inalter

district cm]mgsysmms[DB] networks

twaves, demand for
aJrchdlmmru; is surging. Last year, about
15 million ACs were sold in the country —
up from Jusr 7.5 million units in 2D21 Asa

that supply chilled water
busildings, which ool-
ing. These systems minimise the need for
harmful refrigerants. Studies also show

a living fecls like hell.” "
Air-conditioning systems exemplify the
dual nature of technology. Although they

even more heavily on air conditioning sys-
. This contributes to creating urban

ands — cities become noticeably
warmer i due too
centrated infrastructure and energy use.

Green spaces are often the first to be
sacrificed to meet the demand for addi-
tional land, depriving cities of their natu-
ral cooling functions. The pollution from
car tailpipes follows next. The heat from
private vehicles, their air conditioners and
engine exhausts add to the city's overall
heat burden.

O fast-paced urban lifestyles are facil-
itated by smart devices such ascumpun:rs

igerators, which

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS COM

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“Washington must not join Tel Avivs war party, while the global communicy must
censure lsrael for sowing chaos in the region. whike unleashing.. violenee in the

occupied territories,

Unsee
Nort

— DAWN, PAKISTAN

ing the
heast

Framing of Meghalaya honeymoon case speaks of
adisconcerting pattern when it
comes to the region

BY DEREK ()'BRIEN

EVEN GANESH [DOLS come from abrood,
smunll-eyed Ganesh idols whose eyes don't
even open property.” — Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, May 27.

IFthe Prime Minister of India can prop-
agate a hurtful stereotype against the 4.5
crore people living in Northeast India, are
yousurprised that fellow Indian citizens in
the Northeast are labelled? Many have
borne the brunt of racial prcjudin: and vi-
alcnoc fordecales. In 2014, the

trains, buses, mostly car rides — thiswasa
beautiful opportunity to get to discover so
much. To leamn. To understand. To meet

y ing Soitre-
ally stings to see people typecasting citi-
zens from the Northeast.

‘While writing this piece, | spoke to
Tonshimla Leisan, a 30-year-old woman
from Manipur, working as cabin crew ina
reputed airline. Here is what she told me,
“Ayear agn, a group of youngsters kept look-
ingat ‘motherinthe
and kept laughing and [ overheard them
saying Chinese, Chi***es’ I the workplace,
making amockery of our unigue names
ourt ercl ge
to face. Many passengers motivate us for
our hardworking and resilient nature, but
others oftentry to put us down,” Twoof the
cahin crew members on Air India flight
ANT1, Lamnunthem Singson and
Konghrailatpam Nganthoi Sharma, were
from Manipur. lamnunrhcm from the
Kuki-Zoc

drnt from ?\lunacha] Pradesh was as-
saulted and killed in Delhi. The committee
quoted a research report which found that
mine out of 10 people from the Northeast
faced racial discrimination in Indian met-
ros. Another report quoted revealed that
two out of three women from the
Northeast frequently suffered various
formes of discrimination,

The most recent instance was the
tragedy of the Meghalaya honeymoon,
which bed news cycles till the heart-
breaking catastrophe in Ahmedabad took
over, Unsubstantiated facts and fabricated
reports started doing the rounds on social
media, running down a state which has so
many natural gems: Elephant Falls, Limiam
Lake, Double Decker Living Root Bridge,
Mawsmai Cave and more. There was a con-
certed campaign to denigrate not just
Meghalaya, but the whole of Northeast
India. Vile messages, from targeting dietary
habits to social customs, physical appear-

g

There is little official data in the public

domain to showcase the i role

the Meitei community. It did not matter
who was Kuki and who was Meitei.
Manipur was united in grief.

Bias and othering of residents of the
Eight Sisters (states) increased manifold
during the pandemic. Astudy by the Centre:
for Criminology and Victimology at the
Mational Law University, Delhi, commis-
sioned by the Indian Council of Social
Science Research (ICS5R) in 2021 on racial
discrimination against people from the
Mortheast, found that “MNortheast India
seamlessly fits Indians' imagination of a
Chinese person” and that they “faced anin-
creased number of acts of hate and preju-
dlices against them”.

In the recent past, Manipur was dis-
cussed twice in Parliament. Once, when
Opposition parties compelled the Union
Eovernment todiscuss the issue by moving
a No Confidence Motion in 2023, and once,
through the night in April 2025. Here is
‘what Amit Shah, the Union Home Minister,
said on the floor of the House in April this

wear: “President’s Rule was imposed on 13
Fl:tu'uary 2025, zeroviolence in Novemnber,
o in Decernber, zero vi ein

played by people from Northeast India, es-
pecially in the hospitality, aviation, and
health sectors. Data from the National
Sampde Survey Office (NSS0) in 2020 sug-
gests that one out of four women migrants
from Mortheastern India are engaged inthe
]msplallty sector. Fm: years on, this figure

work, food, and even our dally amwnrs
However, in additi

might
nnst-m:mjuhstharamlm-pald informal,

they silently release heat. Imposing restric-
tions on a single gadget is no solution.
The United Nations projects that by
2050, nearly 68 per cent of the world's pop-
ulation will live in urban areas. Despite cov-
ering only 3 percent of the planet's surface,
cities account for 78 per cent of global en-

F sovcial security benefits.

I have an old connection and a special
fondmess for the Mortheast. In 1991, [ quit
my job in advertising and started hosting
quiz shows, During the first few years, these
quizzes were held in cities across the
Mortheast: Guwahati, Shillong, Kohima,
Imphal, Dimapar, and many more. These

keepthe people ir om-
fortable, these ing systems use a lot of
energy and emit heat into the surrounding
air. A solution for one person thus becomes
a burden for another and also harms

result, cooling r

shareof electricity consumption, and thisis
expected to rise exponentially. n Delhi, for
example, ACs now account for nearhy 40 per
cent of the city’s annual electricity wse — a
figure that rises to 50-60 per cent during
summer months, even though t:nnl:,I about

that DCS can reduce ¢
A0 per cent and cut electricity bills in half.
Large-scale district cooling projects are
now being planned. Hy:ll:rahad Pharma

the

Union Minister of Power Manohar Lal
Khattar has announced that guidelines
would be set to mandate ACs to operate

City, for example, ai if the
largest DCS facilities in Asia.
Arthesame time, [ndia must accelerate

30percentof b

Even with modest penetration, ACs ane
already amajor driver of peak electricity de-
mand, prompting the installation of new
coal-fired powwer plants just to meet sum-
mertime surges. Ina coun-
try heavily reliant on coal,
this directly underminesef-
forts to reduce emissions

Last year, about 15

efficient AC=. They promise up to five times
mare efficiency than today's best five-star-
rated models. These innovations must be
fast-tracked through targeted subsidies,
smart regulations, and
market transformation
PrOgrammes to ensure
both affordability and

withina rangeof 20°Cto 28°C.
The move might seem timely in view of the
energy-consumption problem posed by
these cooling gadgets. But is that a practi-
cal solution to a difficult predicament? It
seems akin to asking: pmpll: to use lesswa-
terduring d don'tget
burdened and cause waterlogging.
Waterlogging is in-
evitable in poorly con-
structed and outdated
drainage systems. The

The answer liesin

ergy consumption 60 per cent
of the greenhouse gas emissions. In light of
these stark realities, the UN adopted the
Ncw Urban .'\gm\da in 2016 to guide coun-
urbanisation processes that

are more inclusive, sustainable, resilient,
healthy, and liveable. Instead of working on
such guidelines for systemic change, the
government is resorting to quick fixes like
shifting the burden onto the AC thermostat.
People in several parts of the country re-
guire cooling systems, The need is to pro-
wide solutions that don't impose high en-
rlgy costs or harm the environment.
towork ing them

altrmatlvrs to ACs — or, at least, to using
these gadgets at a low temperature. The an-
swer lies in planning cities
inways that obviate heat is-
lands. Let's talk about
restoring green spaces,

and meet climate targets.
Additionally, the grid —un-
der pressure from this ris-
ing lnad — is becoming in-
creasingly vulnerable to
stress and blackouts.

This groth in AC use is
particularly problematic
because it relies primarily
On vapour comp i

million ACs were sold in
the country = up from
just 7.5 million i in
2022 As aresult, cooling
now accounts for a
significant share of
electricity consumption,
and this is expected to

technology — the most en-
ergy-intensive and envi-
ronmentally damaging
cooling method. The cli-
mate cost of an AC extencds
well beyond electricity.

rise expr ially. In
Delhi, for ple, ACs

wide-scale adoption.
Finally, cooing must be
made inclusive. While the
rich rely on air condition-
ers, the majority of India’s
population remains vul-
nerable to extreme heat
with little or no access to
cooling lronically, ACs dis-
proportionately affect the
poor through overloaded
grids, blackouts, and inten-

now account for nearly
40 per cent of the citys
annual electricity use.

sified urhan heat islands.
We must develop cooling
solutions for the poor —

technolagies that

same also holds for piece-
mieal solutions to deal with
heat. Qur cities become
heat islands during sum-
merand are deluged in the
monsoon because of un-
tamed construction. Real
estate has occupied open
areas, encroached on wa-
ter bodies and blocked
paths for heat and water to
escape. Delhi is a good ex-
ample of this. The abun-
dance of malls, high-rise
buildings, and flyovers is
seen asa sign of urban suc-

planning cities in ways
that obwiate heat islands.
Lets talk about restoring
Rreen spaces,
reimagining how we
build our cities and
designing buildings that
stay cool naturally Lets
talk about increasing the
efficacy of public
EFANSPOCE SYSLEIS S0
that people rely
less on cars,

reimagining how we build
our cities, choosing materi-
als that breathe, creating
open-ventilation corridors,
and designing buildings
that stay oool naturally, Let's
talk about increasing the ef-
ficacy of public transport
systems so that people rely
less on cars. Let's plan office
areas close to where
people live.

All this may not be easy.
But the truth is that plan-
ners and policymakers
have, at best, taken a siloed

Most ACs in India use hy-
drofluorocarbon (HFC) re-
frigerants — super green-

tham carbon diceide {C02). Due to frequent
leakage and poor servicing practices, these
years(in parts of Delhi it is every year).

Atypical 1.5-2.0 ton AC contains around
2 kg of HFCs, which, if released, equates o
roughly 1.5 tonmes DNZOZ nquwl:nt Emis-
sions. Add o th

consume less eneTgy.

Public cooling shelters

must be established in

high-heat, high-poverty areas. Policies must
prioritise access for those most at risk —
streetvendors, workers, slum dweflers, and
the elderly. Solutions like shared cooling
spaces should be built into urban planning.
The AC temperature cap, while not a

cess, but these amenities
impaose high energy costs
and come at a cost bo the
environment and quality of life.

With no green or open spaces nearby,
the heat generated by ACs, penerators and
other gadgets is not dispersed properly. This
canyon effect tends to enhance heat reten-
l‘JEIlL Glass fagades are frequently seen as

onitsown, o

a :deupmml necessity — bura]som en-

unit's annual electricity use — about 1.5
tonnes of 002 — and the total dimate im-
pact comes to around 2.25 tonnes of C02-
equinalent emissions anmualhy. For context,
the average car in India emits about 2.0
tonnes of CO2 per year. Running and main-
taining a singhe AC is among the most cli-

and energy emi ncy. How
wrdmcmow]ml]shap: nat Dnly our
physical comfort ECOnomic e
silience and environmental future.

The writeris CEC, Infernational Forum

for

and graceful archi-
tecture. Their smooth, clear surfaces let in
plenty of natural light and provide eye-
catching skylines. They also require less ar-
tificial lighting throughout the day. There
is, however, a hidden expense associated
with such stylish construction. Wide glass
sections can significantly enhance heat ab-
sorption, particularly in warmer areas. This

PIOCESS C

Technolagy (iFOREST)

rise
Iy trapping solar energy. Buildings then rely

approach to issues related

toenergy, environment and

people’s well-being. They
haven't provided the right incentives or
given the nudge that could have resulted in
systemic changes.

Imagine a summer day, with a market
bustling with activity, people chatting be-
neath trees, parks in place of parking lots,
and a community enjoying pleasures like
kulfis and mangoes while shielded by a
massive tree. This is neither romanticism
nor nostalgia. It's about making the right
choices for our well-being. Policy should
help us make these choices instead of re-
sorting to unsustainable approaches.

The writer is assistant professor,
Department of Economics, Dr BR Ambedkar
College, University of Delhi

epaper.indianexpressicom .. .

events
of instant noodles, which had a large mar-
ket share in those parts. My profiessional
fee for each show was Rs 2,500, Flights,

January, zeroviolence till 13 March and zero
winlence since then till inday. So we should
not try to create misconceptions.”

Soon before the Home Minister spoke,
here is what your columnist said in the
Rajya Sabha: *3.80,000 kilometres. In the
last 22 maonths, it is the distance the Prime
Minister of India has travelled nationally
and internationally. That isalso the distance
from planet Earth to the Moon! But the
Prime Minister could not take a flight o
Manipur, just 2400 kilometres away. We
are discussing this in Parliament in the
dead of night — at three in the moming. No
TV channels, no prime time. Look at
Manipur straight in theeye during the day™

The weriter is MPand leader, All ndia
Trinamoal Congress Farfigmentary Aoty
(Ragjy Sabha). Additional research:
Ayashman Dey

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

DIPLOMATIC POISE

THIS REFERSTO the editorial, ‘Pointed &
needed(IF, June 19 India's rejection of
third-party mediation hasalways beena
matter of principle, not posture. In that

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, *Abyss
stares back’ (IE, June 18). The recent
tit-for-tat strikes between lsrael and
Iran have brought the Middle East to
the edge of a terrifying abyss. While

SeTSE, recent
flect continuity in our foreign policy
rather thanamy asseThveness.
But in today’'s unsettled world, how we
communicate our red lines matters as
much as the red lines themselves. The
world order is volatile, and so are al-
liances. Even seasoned global institu-
tions like the G7 have notably stopped
short of calling for a ceasefire. This cali-

Elobal i
it is the civilians who pay the price —
in fear, in blood, and in ashes. For all
the talk of defence and deterrence, the
wiorld seems shell-shocked into si-
lence when it comes to true peace-
making. Have we forgotten the les-
sons of Gaza, Syria, and Irag? War
does not resolve tension — it recycles
hatred. Instead of fuelling the fire with

e reflec P
ful blocs walka tightrope when interests
and principles collide. As India's voice
grows on the global stage, it must speak
with maturity and measured darity. Our
role is not just to assert boundaries, but
to shape comersations.

Ankita Chalia, Kuniksheim

(CEASEFIRE NEEDED

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, “Abyss
stares hack’ [iE, June 18). Israel's relent-
less aggression against Iran on the pre-
tence of neutralising Tehran's ability to
develop a nuclear bomb could further

the

caus:[urd\crdlsrupmn]rm‘sdmm
withdraw from the NPT could prompt
other West Asian countries like Saudi
Arabia Turkey and Egypt to reconsider
their non-nuclear pledges which would
definitely have catastrophic conse-
quences for the region. It's high time the
UN Security Council and world powers
intervene for animmediate ceasefire,
Amandeep Bains, Sirsz

rhetoric and arms, revisit
the basics: Dialogue, diplomacy, and
dignity for all.

Md Hasnain, Mumbai

ANNUAL PASS

THIS REFERS TO the report, ‘Annual
FASTag pass at Rs 3,000 for “hassle-
Free” travel: Gadkari' ([E, June 19). This
refers to the recent announcement re-
garding the rollout of a Rs 3,000 an-
nual toll pass for private car owners,
walid on national highways and ex-
pressways managed by the NHAL This
is a commendable initiative by the
Mlmstry of Road Transport and

3 iy for frequent trav-
ellers who until now spent nearly Rs
10,000 annually on tolls. By allowing
200 trips on a single pass, this scheme
‘wyill bring significant savings to mid-
dle-class commuters and reduce con-
Eestion at toll plazas. The integration
of this pass with existing FASTags en-
sures comvenience without requiring
any new infrastructure.

‘andana

Chopra, Chandigarh

AWIAT INDHANEYRPRESS A



Friday, June 30, 2005

CHENKAL

THE HINDU

Opinion

i June 16, the Registrar General of
Inchia under the Union Ministey of
Home Affairs issued a notification
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Will delaying the Census affect its implementation?

PARLEY |

that India's population will be
eounted in 2027, Following demands by the
Oppasition parties, among other reasons, the
government has also announced the inclusion of
caste enumeration in the Census for the first
time in independent India.

The last Census was held in 2000 The exercise
wits to take place in 2021, but was delayed
because of the COVID9 pandemic. It has now
been further pushed to 2027, Will delaying the
Census affect its implementation? Sanjay Kumar
and Poomam Muttreja discuss the question in a
comversation moderated by Vijaita Singh.
Edited excerpts:

‘Was the Census deliberately delayed?

Sanjay Kumar: The Census should have taken
place in 2021, but that was the time of the
COVIDA pandemic, Since everything was
stalbed in 2020 and we were under a strict
lockdown for a good part of that year, the
Census could not take place,

Do you see any political reasons for the
further delay? Do you think the government
wamnted to time it with the delimitation
exercise, which is frozen till 20267

SK: [ don't have an explanation for this delay.
Thi pandiemic was over by mid-2022, By the end
of 2022, universities had opened, schools had
gone back to a normal routine, and everyone
hiad started going back to office, The delay for
nearly three years after that is frankly
inexplicable. I'm not sure why the govertiment
didd not take the injtiative carlier. Every time
delimitation takes place, the exercise uses the
previous Census data. 5o the government could
have began conducting the Census in 2023 as
well, Even if it did start condueting the exercise
in 2025, it would have made no difference to the
work of delimitation.

Can you tell us about the implications of a
delayed Census?

Poonam Muttreja: The delay has ucrh:us

oy for g aned dey
]ndla continues to use Census data from 2018
data in 2025, The ground reality has changed
dramatically sinee 2001, Population growth,
internal migration, urbanisation, and fertility
patterns have all aceelerated/changed. But
policy contimues to run on cutcated
assumptions, The delay effects nearly every

Aview of Ranganathan Street in T, Magas, Chennal, B VELANKARN) R

sector, School enrolment projections are
inaceurate, Vaccine coverage targets have
missed the mark. Social welfare programmes
such as PDS (public distribution systemp and
MGNREGS (Mahatma Gandhi Natboral Rural
Employment Guarantee Scheme) cannot adfuse
to the actual population needs. The delay also
affects disaster preparedness and infrastructune
planning.

This is going to be the first digital Census in
India. Are there any concerns about that?

PM: Digitisation can bring in efficiency, reduce
manual error, and allow faster data processing.
But a fully digital Census also risks excluding the
very peaple who are the hardest to reach, such
as thase in rural households and informal
settlements, those belonging to mangnalised
communitics, and women. They may not have
smartphones, stable electricity, or digital access,
Take wotnen, for instance - only 33% of rural
women use the Internet. Among women in low
income households, mobile phone ownership is
significantly low. A ‘digital first” approach
without safeguards could reinforoe the existing
gender bias.

To sucoeed, this Census must retain
il loor in-person fon, especially
i areas that are difficult to access, The
enumeratars must be mained to work with
diverse populations in regional linguages and
have an inclusive approach, Technology should
support, not replace, the human engagement
that is essential for collecting accurate data,

The government is yet to announce any
decision regarding the National Population
Reglster (NPR), which is the nmsm
towards the dom of a Nati of
Citizens (NRC), In the 2021 Census, Ilwun
planned to be updated with the first phase of

To succeed, this Census must retain
door-to-door in-person enumeration,
especially inareas that are difficult o access,
The enumerators must be trained to work
with cll\ serse populations in reglonal
Technobogy should support, not
replace, the human engagement that is
essentlal for collecting accurate data.
POONAMMUTTREJA

the Census. Do you think if the two are
combined — the NPR and Census
~ it may impact the process because of the
controversies and fears around the NPR?

SK: If yous are tr‘ylhu o cho one plece of work and
then you combine it with other work, there i
possibility of both getting tampered with, Things
could get deliyed, jumbled, and some
information could get misrepresented.

But do you see the Centre not going ahead
with the NPR so that the Census is done ina
hassle-free manner?

SK: would be in Bwvour of geting the Censuas
done separately because we should not forget
that this is being undertaken after a very long
time — 16 years! This is the first time that caste
enumeration is also taking place as part of the
Census. 50 4 new element is already there, Why
overbirden the emimerators?

How difficult or casy will it be for the
government to collect data on caste? Inthe
Socio-Economic and Caste Census of 2011,
around 40 lakh caste names were thrown up.
There were instances of people writing their
surnames instead of their community
names, It was based on self-disclosure, What
methodology do you think the government
should follow to make the process robuast?

8Kz If we are radsing questions about caste data,
wie can ridse questions about the collection of
other information as well. If people can answer
questions about their assets, age, gender, and
education, why should there be any ditfculty in
answering questions about caste?

Bt yes, training is important, If we are able o
train our enumerators well, the respondents will
bse sbbe to answer most of the questions. The
entimeratons need to know that Varma, for
instance, is a surname, not a caste. Il a
respondent mentions this sumame as their
caste, the enumerators will have to ask a
fedbowup question.

PM: Asking about a person’s caste is not going to
be difficult. The UPA (United Progressive
Allianoe) government conducted a caste census
nearly a decade ago, but never released the
data. 1 think homewaork needs to be done well
when we collect data on caste, Enumerators
must understand all the caste sub-categories.
Unless they themselves are well informed, they
are not going to be able to deal with erroneous
answers or inappropriste answers.

‘Why do you think Census is important fora
country?

PM: The world is changing rapidly and so many
things are uncertain, In such a scenario, the
Census is the most important aspect to consider
in not only planning and policymaking, but also
in the allocation of resources, Tt helps us
vinderstand bow climate change is impacting us,
changing population dynamies, and patterns of
digitisation. In India, to understand the rapid
increase in urbanisation and migration patterns,
we need numbers. We also know that India is an
ageing sochety. The number of aged people is
going to nearly double in the nedt 20 years, You
can't let people age and then start planning. So
given the rapidly changing environment,
planning, allocation of resources, targeting the
poor and targeting those who are marginalised
are all abjectives, In fact, the whole purpose of
having a caste census is to invest in the most
marginalised communities,

Do you think the government should
consider reducing the 10-vear period for
conducting the Census so that we can have
faster and more accurate data about these
changes in society?

SK: Conducting the Censis is s tedious,
time-consuming process, It cannot happen
overnight. The Census is not merely about
counting the number of people. The
government's podicy formulation depends on the
information collected during a Census, The lirge
amount of information gathered is valuable for
the government to implement various kinds of
paolicies. We may feel that the government can
do this every five years, but it is more
appropriste toodo it every 10 years, But we
should make sure that the Census takes place on
time and there is no break in between,

Ta listen ta the full interdew
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Dealing with might and fright
while covering aviation

Reporting on the aviation sector can be challenging, but there are

| NOTEBOOK |

sources who are committed to bringing about meaningful change

Lagriti Chandra

hough | began covering aviation
T i 2004, 1 used o write about the

sector alongside ssues of women
and child rights. It was difficult 1o explain
to people why [ wrote on such different
sectors. While T wrote on aviation simply
because there was a vacancy in the or
ganisation where | worked, | had a natu
ral interest in human rights issues. 1
would often joke about how the two
beats satisfied different interests — while
aviation captivated me with its glamour,
human rights stories drew me in for the
potential they had in making an impact
on people's lves.

Over the last three years, | have been
nearly exclusively focused on aviation, [
have realised that it isn't as glamorous as
it seemed. | often find mysell venting o
senbor business editors in the industey ov-
er a drink on the challenges of reporting
on the sector §
pressures, These inchided, umtil recently,
a long boycott by an airline,

The two beats are like chalk and
cheese, While covering policy declsions
and child rights, 1 often came
in contact with NGOs, a
ics, researchers, and
dedicated thelr lives to social caises, Mo-
netary interests were not on thelr mind;
they were committed to a larger cause. [
also found that this sector is dominated
by women who show a lot of spine.

The same cannot be said of those
working in the male-dominated corpo-
rate sector. In aviation and corporate af-
fairs, self-preservation and the public im-
age of the business house reign supreme.
Sorme go o any extent
uskng money power, intdm
ar the age-old tactic of baycotts < to tar
get journalists or even buy them out, Ac
cess is often granted to pliant journalists
in liew of their silence, and stories are se.
leethvely leaked in order to further the
corporate agenda,

The real stories in this sector come
from whisthe blowers, who can be corpo- Hoagriti

1 Wi

8, alreraft

ate employees, alrline crew, aif traffie

o government bodies.
id inwense corporate

vlsts, academ-
vers who had

whether it is by
aitfom tictics,

the trage

ter going.

engl-
meers, o passengers. This is hcw.uu
there is no industry body to represent the
real concerns of the people, whether of
thie staff or the travelling public, and o fix
a compromised system where safety is at
stake, While trade unions, though far and
few between, contribute in their own
ways, PR firms, which are hired o man-
e reputations of business houses, often
wse all thelr power and energhes to exert
pressure and have stories killed,
However, not everything is dark and
ploomy. Sources who are deeply commit
ted towards bringing about meaningful
change find ways to connect wil
ters despite threats to their livelibood,
They talk bravely about issues such as air-
line safety and pilot fatigue. Some of
these aceounts have even helped high-
light mishaps that have gone unreportod

Oveasionally, corporate leaders also
recognise a reporter’s work, Even amid
intense seruting during a major crisis at
their company, some corporate leaders
distinguish themselves. An alrline CEO,
whaose company faced extensive cover-
age i our paper during a turbulent pe-
riod, exemplified this, He would con:
stanitly engage with me and answer all my
guestions with utmest respect. During
one memorable exchange, he noted,
“While we may have differences of opi-
o over the event, your charmpioning of
causes is commendable” The sdmira
thon, naturally, is mutual.

Last week, a Londoncbound Air India
flight crashed in Ahmedabad soon after
takeoff, More than 270 people died in
LI thae rare event of such an
ineident, some people also beghn to une
derstand why journalists pose tough
questions to the industry and why such
questions are not just important but es.
sential. That acknowledgment can be
uplifting and is fnally what keeps a repor-

PICTURE OF THE WEEK
Tiding it over

[

Aman seeks refuge a8 waves crash into houses and shanties st Bandra Bandstand In Murmbal. essu. v

FIFTY YEARS AGO JUNE 20, 1975

Japan allays Soviet fears on
pact with China

TOKYE, JUNE i The statement {ssued two days
o by the official Soviet news agency, Tass,
which in effect warned the Japancse
Gaovernment against agreeing to C s
demand for inclusion of an ant-hegemony
clause in concluding the Sino-Japanese peace
aggreement has placed Japan on the horms of a
dilemma, The Russian Government's
statement asked Japan to “give a proper rebuff
s iy actbons of third States to ereate
obstacles in the improvement of the
Sovbet-Japanese relatons” which is interpreted

by lipl e observers as a clear warning o

rroM TiE Arciives G he SR Findu,

Japan of unfavoirable conseguences from
Maoscow, should the Miki Goernment
acquiesee in China's adamant demand.
Oficially the Japanese Government has
reacted rather coolly to the Soviet warning
and Government spokesmen from Premier
Miki dewrward have sought to glve the
impression that they are not unduly
coneerned over the Soviet statement, The
Japanese Government’s reply to the statement
is expected to be conveyed to the Soviet
Government in a few days and it 18 expected to
podrit ot 1) that Japan has worked consistently
fior promotion of the Soviet [apanese
friendship ever since the resumption of
relations in 1956 and will continue to do so; 2)
that the Seviet Undon shall be fully sware af
this and Japan finds it ditficult to understand
the reasons for the Soviet Government's
statement,

A HUNDRED YEARS AGD JUNE 20, 1825
Educational problems

LONDON, JUNE i8: Mr. P.). Harlog, C.LE.,
speaking at a dinner to weleome him at the
Criterian Restaurant dwelt on the urgency of
the difficulties of the educational problem in
India. He believed that the great
Lluracuﬂuku prcucr\ul in hiuurlc hwlu

and in
India and in the hearts ud tln.- Imll.m millions
would survive any shock of foreign ideas.
Regarding unemployment among the
University graduates, Mr. Harlog believed
that with the right kind of education in
Bengal the hides and skins trade might be
converted into a leather trade employing far
maore tradned men.
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Dollar vs renminbi

Chinese currency faces fundamental challenges

People’s BankofChina Governor Pan Gongshengon Wednesday made astrong pitch
for a multipodar international monetary systern and warned against excessive
reliance on a single currency. The message clearly is toshift away from the dollar-
denominated global financial system. China has been consistenthy trying to project
the renminbi (RMB) as an intemational currency. Six foreign banks announced on
Wednesday that they would use Ching's Cross-Border Interbank Payment System,
an alternative to the SWIFT {(Society for Worldwide Interbank Financial Telecom-
munication) payment systenm. In principle, there is merit in the argument that the
wuu'ldslluu.]:lmtm]ymom:mrmncywmrpuymmsystmwsﬂﬂccmbwﬂcr

Giver ‘American poliicsand Eaintrac-
tion. For instance, European Central Bank President Christine l.aganic rocently
remnarked that the dominant role of gEToeTtain.

The Donald Trump administration is pushing the United States (US) into
uncharted territory in so many ways that it's difficult to gauge where and how
thingswill eventually settle. President Trumgp, for instance, has decided to change
the way the US trades with the world. In his book, a trade deficit with any country
isbad, and tariffs are the best way to deal with it. With his July 9 deadline for trade
deals fast approaching, it is not clear how many trading partners the US will have
an gereement with, Nonetheless, what is clear is that tariffs will be much higher,
and the US will have done significant damage to the rules-based trading system.
Thie uncertainty is hurting the real economry.

TheFederal Reserve, forinstance, decided
Wednesday, mainly be iff-related
eoonomic projectic thatitr 1w tobe 3percent
in 2025, as against the March projection ul’2'.7 per cent. Further, it expects gross
domestic product to grow 1.4 per cent in the current year, compared to the March
projection of 1.7 per cent. The prospect of falling growth and rising inflation puts a
central bankina difficult spot. The administration’s position on trade is not the onky
problem. The complete disregard for institutions can do enormous damage. Mr
Trump, for example, called Fc:lcml Reserve Chanman .Ir:mmc Powell astu]:m:l

pthe policy rate 1
y. The Federal Reserve’s new

person” uuuuum_pum ision on't likecen-
tr being, B 1ent Funhmmm.m:wlsunanurﬂ:rtam
fiscal path wi tstoc to i iallyin £ years.

The current US position doesn't inspire c and it would get

reflected over time in trade and capital flows, However, this would not sutomati-

STAY INFORMED THROUGH THE DAY (3 WWW, BUSINESS-STAN DARD.COM
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Rethinking air safety

The current design of India’s air safety regulatory agency

needs a radical overhaul

We should channel our collective natlonal grief over
the recent alr disaster into introspection about the
state’s capability for regulating alrsafety.

From first principles, we know that there are
market fallures that motivate state intervention.
There may be a problem of market power in asmall
oligopoly of altlines. Some airlines, to maximise
profits, may cut corners on safety expenditures, Pas-
sengers cannot reasonably be expected to judge me
safetyofanalrlinet
Plane crashes Impose negative external-
Itles upon many parties. We, therefore,
need 8 government agency that inter-
venes in the airline industry to address
these market failures, At present in [ndia,
someof th vention —including ai
safery — k= done by the Directorate Gen-
eral of Clvil Aviation (DGCA).

Kegulatory theory teaches us a lot
about how such an organisation should
be structured. It requires arm's-length
uperalLon! from the executive govern-

AARTHIKAM

Actof hat clearl
and re. It

vers, inde-

OPINION 9

ration (FAA) is an anal

edesign. main-
tenance, and operation of alrcraft. This includes cer-
tifyingall civil aircraft, pllots. mechanics, and airlines
to ensure they meet rigorous standards. In the spirit
of regulatory theary, it has an operational arm — the
AlrTraffic Organksatlon (ATO) —which manages the
alrspace, The FAA hasits own personnel and procure-
ment systems that are separate from the rules that
govern most federal agencles.

The analogous sgency inthe UK is the Chil Avi-
atlon Authority (CAA). It regulates the design,
manufacturing, maintenance, and operation of air-
craft. This includes certifying all UK-reglstered air-
craft, pilots, air traffic controllers, and airlines to
ensure safety compliance. In line with regulatory
theory, and takingthe separation of regulator and ser-
vice a step further, the operational manage-
ment of alrspace is handled by an entirely se:pnm
entlty: NAT nerly Natlonal Alr T
which operates as a public-private panmership. It\ls
st.ructura] dictates their

A, a5 a publi poration, is not
bound by Uk (.I\.'IJ Service rul.e! andthusd.wel.ops Its

eral Aviation
agency. It

asubordinate office under the dlmcl administrative
comtrol of the Ministry of Civil Aviation. Declsionson
budgets, policy directives, and even staffing often
flow from the minkstry. This impedes the develop-
ment of agency capability.

The DGCA uses conventional civil service recrult-
ment processes for its HR. This makes it difficult to
attract and retain seasoned pllots, aircraft mainten-
ance engineers, alrtrafficcontrol experts,
and accident investigators, glven the
maore lucrative opportunities avallable in
airlines, MROs [maintenance, repair, and
overhaul ork ! ]

aviation bodies.

As asubordinate office of the minks-
try, the DGCAS financlal resources are
subject to annual budgetary allocations,
often competing with other ministerial
prioritles. Thiscan lead tounderfunding,
lmiting its ability to invest in state-of-

ure-
ment processes, separate from the gcwe‘;mnem
MNATS, being a private company, operates with full
enmercla] freedum se(ting l(scrm'ldhl:lnclpmcu:e-
ment out-
sid.eufwhljcsecmlfrsmmm

‘What is the way forward?

A new, comprehensive Act of Parllament 15
urgently required to establish an Aviation Safety
Autharity (ASA), which is grounded in modern
Indian thinking on SRAs. A clean, modern, and
well-drafted law, comparable to the draft [ndian
Financial Code, is required.

The new organisation must be operationally
autonomouws with its own governing board, clearly
and amandatethat
‘abaove all elze, The composition and role of the board
15 key to achieving state capability. The board must
hold the management team accountable, and the
entire working ofthe organisation must be conducive

totransparency and accountability.

cally boost the RMB's chances, Since China is a trade p world's

second-largest economy, some bilateral and regional trade may move to RMB-
based systems, There are at keast two fundamental hurdles for the RMB in its path
to becoming an international currency. The RME itself has been pegged to the
dollar for decades, which has hm:n enabled by tight capital controls. China is
unlikely to give up capil foresoeable futwre, Forwidei

usage, a currency needs to be freely traded. Second, China runs a massive current-
account surplus, which means therewon'tbeenough RMBsin the rest of the world
tobe traded. Therefore, while there are cor the US and the dollar, the
R.MB isnotina pesI.thnw ﬁ]lthcgap_Nc\rcrr.‘ndcx the global monetary system
dinth 1 years, resulting in higher costs and

increased uncertainty.

Industrial push

Targeted interventions will boost output

Micro, small, and mec -in ASMEs) are abigdriver of India's economic
devel = tunities at bocal level. The
scgm.cmaccwntsiorm:m: than 45 per cent of India’s export value, while the share
DdMSME in th: country's gmssdunmtlcpmduct is arnund JD per cent. Just as
pment of lange | includ-
ing in high-value sectors like electronics and semiconductors, MSMEs must also
be given a conducive environment to grow. In this context, Ul[ﬂ.{ Pradesh (UP)
seemstobe making focused i ventions, The state i to number
of MEMESs in the country. The recent announcement on developing 15 industrial
wones, across 11 districts, exclusively for MSMES, along with the Yamuna Express-
way Industrial Development Authority, earmarking 500 acres for new MSMEs, isa
stepinthe right direction. According to adraft plan prepared by the MSME depart-
mient, 764.31 acres will be allocated for these industrial estates.
MSMEscontribute almaost 60 percent to UP's industrial output and account for
46 per cent of its exports. Such units in the state contribute around 14 per cent to
India's MSME count. Flagship initiatives such as the One District One Product
(ODOP) scheme have played a role in revitalising traditional and artisanal skills by
linking them with modern value chains. The state has also made progress on Geo-
graphical Indications (GI). With the h.lgh:st number of GI tags in the country, UP
itslocalp In2023-24, the manufactur-
ing sector grew by 13pcrﬂ:r1t surpassing the 7.5 per cont growth in UPs gross state
domesticproduct. Manujar:tunngnuwmm 27 per cent
atcurrent prices, Ir 1t ues almost all districts.

empt

pertise, the-art igal tools, It should ded
and the ahbility to act swiftly and decl- CHINTANAM simulation and training facilities, orene-  through -ated cess on air | icallo-
slvely. It must be legislatively K P KRISHNAN clalITir required forsophis-  cation that is ring-fenced and not subject to anmual
to regulate the domain, be leated d in safety lght.  govermmental vagaries, This will emable it to invest in

10us. and Resource constraints and limitations in - necessary Infrastructure, technology, and human

with mechanisms for finance, human resources (HR)
and procurement that are fit for purpose and not
drawn from government department deslgns. We
must recall that one reason for creating Statutory
Regulatory Authoritles (SEA) is to have specialised
skills, workforce, and processes that differ from main-
line government.

How does the present DGCA fare? It has a sound
organisational culture, with dedicated individuals
striving to uphold safety standards. But its institu-
thonal design lacks many required elements.

The powers of the DGCA are largely through
executive notifications and rules under a pre-Inde-
pendence-era Act and a supplementary Act of 2024.
lt does not have clear objectives and autr.momy

yma modern, cor

procurement hinder the rapld acquisition and
d.eptommofmchtechm.luyex
Operatingwithinatrac de

resources. [t must be empowered to develop its own
human TESOUrCE pul.lde! all.owlrLg For flexdble recn.dl-
= and thec

layersof

mental structure inevitably

approval and slower decision-making processes, In
aviation, where situations can evolve rapidly, such
delays hinder the effectiveness of the agency.

Th aral and limitations col-

Contracting s Im:reaslngy a critical choke point
for complex technical problems. The new organisa-
tlon needs to draw upon the new body of knowledge

lectively contribute to problems such as a percelved
lack of credibility in the regulator's independence,
potential for regulatory capture, and slow adoption of
best practices and innovation insafety management.
Ultimately, they can compromise the ability of the
DGCA to achieve its primary mission.

W

ment

lestIn the US, the Fed-

agencles|

that has been created Ingin
the last five years.

Indlia’s amt mealeading global
omy and & major aviation hub calls for a safety regu-
latory framework that is world-class, autonomous,
and uncompromised.

The author is an honorary senlor fellow at the Isaac
Centre for Public Policy, and a former civil servant

Private capital to revive nuclear agenda

When Homi Ehabha unvelled India's nuclear pro-
gramme in the 19508, the viskon was profound: An
indigenous path to energy independence bullt on
pressurised heavy water reactors (PHWHRs), fast
breeder reactors (FBRs). and ultimately, thorium-
based systems to unlock the country's vast reserves.
This early promise unfolded slowly. The Tarapur

in 1969, but undertt |ght of post-
1574 sanctions, limited uranium reserves, technologl-
cal hurdles, and policy caution. Even today, nuclear
power accounts for just B8 Gw of Indla’s
466 Gw Installed power capacity.

It hias now been 20 years since the
announcement of the historic US-India
Civillan Muclear Agreement. This high-
profiledeal, signed in 2005 by Prime Min-
ister Manmohan Singh and US President
Greorge Bush. dominated Indian politics
through the late 2000s. [t involved bitter
infighting between the government and
the Left parties, with the Left adamantly

Thﬁrd.cw]npmnlscnmp]:mcntlthSM.E scclorarn:l ped in building a
more balanced industrial base,
H-DWL'W.‘T even as lhl: tra|cctnry appears promising, there remain areas where
more . Oneofthe most criti 1slics inthe realmof
urship. W ed MSMEs in UP sccount for only about 33
percent of the total in the state. The proportion is lower than in many other states.
Targeted skilling, financial access, and women-centric industrial clusters could
ﬁJMErbommmemmmduumm M AN Iy pres=
entsboth achall e ity There is untapped inagro-pro-
cessing, food preservation, rural crafts, and farm-equipment manufacturing. For
instance, the state's Food Processing Industrial Policy 2022-27 highlights that only
& per cent of the state’s 24,000 food- essing units have above
20 crore, indicating substantial room for scaling up. Strengthening value chains
that integrate agriculture with MSMEs can improve farmer incomes and reduce
rural distress. It is also vital to ensure that MSME policies are not fust about infra-
structure and land, but alsoabout reducing compliance burdens, improving credit
access, and easing logistics bottlenecks. Prospects of higher industrial output and
employment inthe largest state will help improve India's overall growth prospects.

hedeal, and Singh, who per-
sonaLI shepherded it. risked his own, as
well asthe(‘.nngessl—'artys ture.

INFRATALK

VINAYAK CHATTERIEE

generation units older than 25 years ks implemented,
as much as 30-60 Gw of capacity will retire in the
coming 10 years, opening up significant opportun-
Ities for SMR deployment at these sites, SMRs are
expected to contribute 41 Gw to the 100 Gw target.
Bur India is not turning away from conventional
nuclear reactos. State-owned Muclear Power Corpor-
atlon of India Ltd (NPCIL} currently reac-

worked out. Te-address concerns of private Investors,
the government is likely to advance two key ameand-
ments to the Atornlc Energy Act. The first relates to
the easing of provislons in the Nuclear Liability Law,
which would effectively cap the Llability of equip-
ment vendors in the event of an accident. bath in
termsof limdting y rig:

inalvalueofth . and a possible time frame

tors natonwide, the majority ofwhich are FHWRS, and
plans to add 50 Gw of capacity by 2047 Moreover, the
natlonal target of 100 Gw of nuclear by 2047 may
Include up to § Gw from FBRs, an
advanced tach currently used only
im Russda. India's first 500 M p v

limitation on when this liability would apply. The
second would allow private companles tobulld, co-
own, oroperate nuclear plants, subject to regulatory
safeguards. Both amendments are expected to be
introduced during the Monsoon Session of Parlia-
ment king long-term

fast hreader reactor
opedbystate-owned Bharatiya Mabhikiya
Vidyut Nigam Lid at Kalpakkam, Tamil
Naduw. The FFBR uses plutonium as fuel
and turns ordinary uranium into new
nuclear fel that can be used to generate

“This proc

private investments and International collabora-
thon. The government is also considering a proposal
to allow forelgn direct investment of up to 49 per
centofequity.

Beyond leglslative reform. Indiamust financlally
Incentivise private investment as nuclear power is

Fuel than the reactor consumes, effectively
muultiplying India's usable nuclear fsel.

pensive. Viability gap funding — used effectively
in other infra sectors — should be extended to
nuclear projects tocushion high upfront costs. Long—

ov-
ernment Bhuwan Chandra

Cut to the present, India’s nuclear

journey = all set to enter its most transformative
phase — that too by inviting private capital to par-
teipate in scaling up nuclear power to 100 Gw by
2047 This gael is LntlmateJ) tled.l.o]ndlasne( ZEro
emissic 3070,

bonisation of the power sector. At the heart of this
renewead push are small modular reactors [SMRsk
Compact, factory-bullt unitsunder 3060 - Mw thatcan
b quickly deployed at industrial zones or repurposed
coal plant sites. The 2025-36 Budget allocated
Fa0,000 crore for a research & development mission
tocommission five indigenous SMEs by 2083 Accord-
ing to the Department of Atomic Energy, SMEs will
help revive old coal plants by utilising their existing
grid infrastructure, water supply systems, and Iand. Ir

Pathak, chainman and managing director
of NPCIL, anticipates that nearly 50 per cent of the
national target will come from private partnerships.
Industrial glants such as Tata, Adanl, Rellance, and
Larsen & Toubro are establishing dedicated nuclear
divisons and committing large-scale investments.
Among International players, Connor Teskey, presi-
dent of Brookfield Asset Management — one of the
wiorld's largest infrastructure investors — ks ready to
back Indian nueclear ventures, recognising that the
technology “provides clean, dispatchable baseload
power”. Brookfield-owned Westinghouse Muclear, a
key global supplier, sees India as a pivotal growth
market. 5o do GE-Hitachl and Areva (the French
nuclear company) and Holtec International.

termpower

tees, and green energy classification would help to
derisk investments. Clear uranium supply assur-
ances, via both domestic mining and global deals, are
essential toallay fears about fuel shortages. Further,
Fast-tracking site approvals and allowing partlal
ownership of brownfield coal plant sites would
accelerate investment.

Indias nuclear revival Is no longer just a vision: it
is soon to be a policy-backed, capital-supported
rmisslon inthe trsest sense. From just 4.78Gwin 24
to .5 Gw today, and with 21 ranmr!mnlllnglscw
under ion, its nuclear
undeniable. And the renewed thrust this tlm.e
Includes the private sector.

I‘he auumrisanlnfmmlre expert. Helsalsothe

The exact f private

the Ministry of Power's advisory to retire coal-b

society has seen enormous
«changes since economic

vis and by NPCIL are b-elng

lives of four “ordinary™
women since their birth to

ing trustee of The Infravision
Foundation. Research Inputs from Vrinda Singh

hukow, of whom B million had been
children outside their parents’ birth

Trackmg the real people’s republic

‘GUMIAN SINGH

lens of the Chinese people.

The word revolution is also aptly
used In the title underscoring how the
ward can mean different things to dif-
ferent sactions of society and the Party.
According to the author, “This book is
about revolutlons in two senses. It 1s
about China's economic revolution
from the 19505 and 1990s onwards, after
the Reform and Opening Upera.... Itis
alsoabout the personal revolutions

For ing to und 'lChina
behind the headil

by four young women born
inthose decades as th Fage

ganda, Private Revolutions: f.,om.l’argaf
Agein a New Chinals an important read.
Itpm\dd.esnpeople‘spelspecthreufm

¥
amid the inconsistent rise — and now

stumble — of soclal mobility in China's
capitalist era”.

ceecon-
Dml.c reform nnd the manner in which
the policies of the Chinese Communist
Party (CCF) have impacted Chinese
‘women In particular. The book lsan
amempt to present the story and idea of
China beyond the CCPand through the

ppay the highest price in any
revolution and China is no different.
Though Man Zedong did famously pro-
claim, "Women hold up half the sky”,
Chinese society does not reflect this out-
book In iy meaningful way. China s
Inherently patriarchal; for proof, one

need look no further than the gender
composithon of the Chinese Politburo
Standing Committee.

Even Inltiatives such as the "One-
Child Pollcy™ have been aimed at direc-

reform. Large swathes of the
population were lifted out of
poverty, compulsory primary
education ensured a
degree of literacy, urhanisa-
tion hasbeen swift, and the
cuuru.ry s an economic and

ting and control
ower thelr bodies. This coupled with the
preference for a male child has consist-
ently aggravated the intensity of

. What
ge1.slust1n this big upbeat phe-
ture ks the people. How have
Their livies been hnpa.r:nedr

;.--_,ﬁ

inequality within Chi lety. The
madification of the one-child policyto a
two-child policy in 2016 and to a three-
child policy in 2021 divectly impects the
lives of Chinese women. These changes
were driven primarily because of
decreasing birth rates. She describes
how Chinese women responded:

o be the only measure {m'iaufnge n n
of success? by Yaan Vi represent what the Farty

For instance, the author ' Yuln Yang needsat any given point of
shrewdly offers a take on how E"hl::f;;ﬂ:’\;f time to survive and gain legit-
Chinesewomen approach the Rpages 7509 imacy. But these policies

Issue of using make-up. She

‘highlights how using makeup
Is linked tothe notions of

“Ratherthan being seen s
tohave more children, ever yone saw [t as
aslgn of lnoming government pressure
onwomen to rescue the country's plum-
meting birth rate”.

There is no denying that Chinese

d the "fact that the party
had Iaterd.emunned wearing makeup as
abourgeois fashion”. But equa]l.y adeci-

REVOLUTIONS  aopeed and

their adult lives. It also paints
apleture of how the policles

‘guotas”, It alse highlights the challenges

bythe Party i

m@mwnrkeml’mmday the same
nented acrucial rolein
h Chil revolution.

oneof them differently and
yet similarly, and under-
- soores why the major chal-
lemges that the Chinese
soclety faces today cannot be
addressed by top-down

bcy changes.

These policies primarily

have also failed toaddress.
the real challenges. What
China needs is 8 major revisit
ofthe hkou system, the healthcare
=ystem, the insurance system, and child
careand educ.atlon systen. The book
t

20108, govern-
that there were

slon toapply p
sidered revolutionary. ment reswggeﬂ.ed
The book skilfully uxtaposes the 1imillion people without any kind of

This is not just a book about four
lives; it s about how these women
adapt to the changes around them.
How they try to understand the lives of
their parents and their children while
understanding themselves, How they
all define a purpose for themsalves
while making the most of the limita-
tions and challenges.

The bock also shows how feudal,
Marxist and capitalist structures
coexlst In China today. It provides a
nuanced and novel context for what is a
revo]utl.on in thay s China. And lhat
«can by Il decision
simple as expressing your own
‘opinions and deciding what kind of life
wou want tolive.

The reviewer |5 assoclate professor, O F
Jindal Global University
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The need to find
common ground

The Centre should consider the Supreme Court
collegium’s concerns over appointments favourably

hief Justice of India (CJT) Bhushan R Gavai's

advice to the Union government to refrain from

selectively acting on collegium

recommendations is imely, HT reported on
Thursday that CJI Gavai issued this message after
presiding over his first collegium meeting on May 26.
According to people familiar with the matter, CJ Gavai
was emphatic that segregating names from a batch of
recommendations notonly disturbs the seniority of
Judges butalso sendsan improper message about the
collegium’s authority and functioning.

India has a nuanced process to pick judges for
constitutional courts —where the senior-most judges
pick judicial candidates and their names are confirmed
by the executive, pending background checks.
Selectively picking candidates out of a batch of names
recommended by the collegium creates an
unfavourable perception of bias and hurts the public
standing of the judiciary. The smooth running of the
judiciary —one of the pillars of India’s democracy —
depends on an honestand transparent working
relationship between the courts and the executive. The
selective picking of names by the executive, therefore,
threatens to upset that delicate balance by creating an
uneven playing field where some names are given
precedence over others. Notonly is this detrimental to
critical processes such as seniority and filling of
vacancies but also the standing of particular judges.

This is not the first time such concerns have been
raised. In 2014, then CJTRM Lodha wrote to then law
minister Ravi Shankar Prasad, objecting tothe
government’s unilateral decision to drop former
solicitor general Gopal Subramanium from a list of four
recommended judges for the Supreme Court.
Subramanium later withdrew his nomination. Between
2022 and 2073, a bench Iadh)'msdceSanjay Kishan
Kaul nated that “selective appointments” damaged the
“element of workable trust” needed between the

Judiciary and the executive, and sent “a wrong signal”.
The relationship berween the government and the
Jjudiciary has remained fraught sincea showdown over

the proposed National Judicial Appointments
Commission Act. This newspaper has beena constant
advocate for greater transparency in the working of the
collegium. But just because the Memorandum of

In climate of contlicts,
a corridor of necessity

The crisis in West Asia
highlights the necessity of
pursuing IMEC by
imagining it as an evolving
network facilitating trade
and transport between
India and Europe

th the airspace
closed over Iran
and denled over
Paklstan, the Alr

Indian geopoliticaland economic grals,
InIMEC, the Gulf seeks tn reprise its
historical role in trade, diversifiy its

networks, shippers should have the
flexibility to switch between altermative
udes fior secure, quick and competitive

ecomamy and markets and pursue its  Joglstice. lllamaefottimpnnmm
geopalidcal ambirions. The USentered  thinkof IMEC a5 2 network rather than
the project, drawn by reglonal compets-  a single route. The Suez, mmllmn—
tlom with China and hop malis- b kizysh IMEC is often imagined Imfr project ak Ingl
Ing Arab-lsrael rdalims.hm\w con-  especally for bulk cargo. IMEC will,  multimodal route. SHUTTERSTOCK
ditens and US relevance may have - Teduce the relevance of the
changed now. G:)lpd.l economic,  clrewitous route around the African  trade, such as thy | of the 1 ¥ chall Politics.
energy, and digital connectivity inter-  continent EU-India free trade inde aof d Wreatens
ests attracted Europe, seeking torebal- Multiple sub blesearrylng  trial ! in India; security E\lmpe s links with Nnrﬂl Afrlca.
ancerelations amédststructural exter-  data already link India to Europe. The coord i Involving
nal shocks. Following France, ltaly,  data capacity Is set to grow with Blue-  nisms inveldving participating govern- T\Arlney Greece and Cyprus and the

Germany and the EL became mem-

Raman. In Marsellle, emerging as a

ments and the private sector. Many

unszahle eastern seaboard of the Medi-

from Gaza to Syria. The
apillover of the Ukralne-Russia conflicy
and the growing Chinese economic
and naval presence bring strategic
competition to the region. A broader
regional engagement by India and
closer mnnilna(lmamnn\]v,\dedihum—

India flight from  bers. The raging and expanding con-  mapor submarine cable| lom, India orridor,

mamcﬁmgm Delhi  flicts in the I&Iel&as( simeu[lE|Et_"s N Bcntsh of the IMECh d
last weekend flew th Mwer I hh: doubts aby ypacity of data centres. Th | E d da deeper
Athens, exy the Med thy Tath and submar bles trans- on Mediterranean con-
Calre, turned east to fly across (heked (hedew]opmemsaﬂyrem mitting clean byd, and  nectivity and integratson. While ports
Sea and the Arablan Peninsula to  force the need for resilient electricity from the Gulf in  iniGreece, Croatéa, Italyand France are
Oman and then over the sea to enter  corridors that connect Indea either direction may seem vymghobemgmaintemuna]pnuus

India intheKutch reghon. Nearly 12000 and Ewrope and, more overly ambitious. But such  each
metres above sea level, it traced the  broadly, the Indo-Pacific with submarine projects already i Burope. North Al'ricanpnnssudms
path of the Indéa-Middle East-Europe  the Fure-Atlantle. Jawed exist In the world. New ones  Alexandriaand Port Said In Egypt and
Economic Lo.rrl.d.or (IMEC). I was IMEC iso&enlm@lnedas Ashraf aneslnead_\rgajnlngmnum ‘Tanggers in Morocen wish to be con-
returning from qgumledmmof amega infrastrucnre pi and financing. The 2000-km  nected. A more ted Mediterra-
the Raisina \dedllenmn Dialogue,  along a single mulﬁmodsJ EastMed-Poseldom gas pipe-  nean network w imcrease IMECs
‘where every session turned intoa dis- — route entalling hundreds of line to transport lsreell/Cyp-  value Indeed, the M in IMEC could well
cuslon on IMEC.‘JTLefIIg}n wasevl-  billion dollars in investments with s riot gas to Greece, the Euro-Asla con- — stand for MENA (Middle East-North
of bath i & and neces- financing, sk nector Hnking their edectricity grid or - Africa). Prime Minkster Narendra
mitigation and timelines. However, htguiogmplpdlneﬂmﬂuma.l— Maodi's wisit to Cyprus and Croatka this
Fewrﬁslnw Ideas have energlsed  almost 90% of the infrastructure  gerta o Italy and onwards are ‘week as also his earlier visits o E
InTecent times as much as ready exists — sea connectivi pesof new progects The IMEC shml.d Greece, laly and France, and

IMEC after It was unvedled in Septem-
ber 2023 in Delhiat the G20 Summit of
the Inedian presidency. There have been
competing clalms on its provenance,
‘with western literarure often describing
Itasa US-led initiative. However, itwas
Initially concefved as a pess-Covid

between India and the Gulf, the grow-
Ing rall network across the Gulf, and
waorkd-class ports thatdot the Mediser-
ranean coasts, The rail link berween
Saudi Arabia and Haifa remains io be

et higher| under the European
Unéon's Global Gateway.
What s needed most s connecting
thedots for ceordinated development
afthe Infrastructure being established

built Eut, f that ‘oo palsii-
cally difficult to bridge at the moment,

Tor India-Middle E
corrider by India’s national security
advisor. [twas later extended to lsrael’s

there i through Egyps,

iy or by a group of countries
along the corridor; an agreement
bemeeng;awmmumond)emless

1o Maroceo bn the near future, Indicate

an Insegrated visson of the Mediterra-

nean basin — from the northerm-most

palm grove o the northern-most alive

— far its own lbutalsoas

?mgmevmy tothe \-‘astmmm Euro-
d beyond,

nean will help advance
IMEC. The MENA region has multple
sources and layers of competition and
condlict that are niot easy to resolve. As
Europe, India and the region seek
deeper parmership, IMEC i3 a neces-
sity. It ks not one grand greenfleld

re project with an inaugu-
rathon day. It s anevolving project that
miust be guided by realistic goals and
concomitant design. Beyond political
commitment and coordination,
involvement of companies, Inchuding
infrastructure, logistics, shipping,
energy and digital, with operational
EX] along the route in shaping
IMEC Is vital That Is essential for
IMEC tosucceed and not go the way of

pean
The seas are one. Trouble In any

greatenthusiasm.

Jawed Ashrafis a retired

Mediterranean port of Haifa and
omwards o Europe to serve multiple

Lebanon and, if it stabilises, through — and d: mult-  maritime d has global impact.
mnﬂaLmuJﬁ-ooéJﬂ nemwark:harmo-  The Mediterranean connects the East

Inany case, ik are Fatan d and the West. Not just the Middle Easz,
buile telecom enabling fi ke for ] the calmazure waters of the Medster-

Indian ambassador.
The views expressed are persomal.

The Emergency and
its external dimension

and s people continwes to hurt even
after 50 years. The domesllc dlmen
shans of the B

e et inflictesd by the 21-mongh Ermer-
I ency rule in Indta on its bady polite

The Nixan (1969-1974)-Klssinger (KI69-1977)
team of the US had a strong focus on South
Aslan reglmes in its endesvour to cultivate
Chin and isolate the Soviet Unlon. Berween

length. A recent mld‘)' by Srinath Iug.‘rman
ably explores its structural dimensions - of the
gradual evolution of a powerful executive,
creeping encroachments on
Treedoms and nghls and authaor-

Procedure (MoP)— which guides the appoil and
transter of judges in constitutional cowrts — does not
explicitly prohibit segregation, it doesn’t mean that the
practice should continue, The Centre should
reconsider its stance.

In Bonn, the pursuit of
elusive climate finance

he Bonn climate conference — the mid-year

climate review —serves asa prelude tothe

annual Conference of Parties (CoP) . To thatend,
the stormy start to the ongoing mid-year review in the
Gemla.nclt)'ls notgmd augury Onthe t“rrstda:.r

th developed nations —

Dunald'l‘rump—gmemed IJSis absent from the talks —
over two inclusions to the conference agenda proposed
by the former: discussions on climate finance under
Article9.1of the Paris Agreement, and on unilateral
trade measures with climate goals in mind.

The Like Minded Developing Nations (LMDC) bloc
that includes India had demanded that climate finance
as well as rade measures such as the carbon border
adjustment mechanism be taken up at the conference.
Predictably, the EU and other rich nations and blocs
strongly resisted this, delaying the adoption of the
agenda for the conference to the second day. Climate
finance, more than other differences on climate action
being debated by the global community, has become
the leitmaotif of the limited success at recent climate
talks. The developed world resists any binding
obligations on guantum, duration, and conditionality
of funding that they must provide to the developing
nations o undertake necessary climate action.

The window for any meaningful action to contain
warming within 1.5 degree Cis likely closed (or quite
narrow). Generating consensus in a Trumpian world
will need reviving trust in multilateral climate action,
and the responsibility lies squarely with the developed
nations o demonstrate that they are willing to work
with developing nations on climate by making greater
concessions than they have agreed to in the pastand,
indeed, working to offset the damage from the US's
abdication of climate responsibility. One of the areas
where they can demonstrate this is climate
financing. As India said earlier this month, without the
money, even preliminary climate pledges won't be met,
letalone ambitious ones articulated and pursued.

— that have been bullding for
long. However, Indira Gandhi's
oft repeated allegations about
the role of “farelgn hand” (of the
United Ssates of America) in
destabilising her government
have often skipped rigorous
scrutiny. Her political oppo-
‘Teents, many medis commenta-
nd

1ors,

dra Guha and Bipin Chandra have dismissed

these allegations as a plemsd mjustlfy her
streak. Th

anth

50 YEARS OF
EMERGENCY  makeaborisl

o]
Im Sowth Asta. SheJIIr.h Iiujibur Feabiman (1975)
In Banghadesh and Zulfikar A8 Bhutto (1977) in
Pakistan were deposed brutally by military
reglmes. Shelkh Mujib's Eangla
diesh in 1971 had emerged in.
tegle deflance of the US, and
EBhutto had defied the US on the
nuclear issue. Bhutte's daughter,
Benazir, was reported to have
disclosed Kiasinger's threat in
Movernber 1976 to Bhutto
i excamiple of him
if he pursued the nuclear path.
Mepal {Zane of Peace, 1975) and
Sikckim (the American queen of
the Chogyal sponsored independent status,
M+?5]hadexplmtmmﬁundnu‘imas

of the various L'Snﬂldalnrg‘,amaseapecmd.

The prevailing intellectisal narra-
tive clearly underlines that iransfor-
matlonal changes in developing
eountries result from a conscious or
eoincldental coalition of domestie
and external forces, Over the years,
many rew archives have opened and
the present ruling dispensation in
New Delhi Inshl:ulswmge back

S0 Muni

to distance them
Lastly, at th , Indira Gandhi's
"‘fnre]gn hand" paranala was a reflection of
developments, She had

X1 JINPING
<

Armed force is not the correct way

to resolve international disputes
On the lsrael-iran confiict

The G7’s unravelling
and India-Canada reset

“The decision to reinstate respective high
commilssioners, resame senlor ministerial and
Yine-level Aid

India. The G7*
n\gmmlcgmmhmmde\-ﬂnpmg
world —stood in stark contrast to the strategic
rativeof addressing the spiralling Iran-1s-
conflict In West Asia. Unsurprisingly. the
nlﬂystlmgouhmmofﬂpsumllwasﬂ\eﬂ?
Leaders' he fran-larael

hejust-concluded G7 meeting marksa
I key moment, both for [hegmupand[a

o(map‘:nnnn thart could evenmually lead toa
Comprehensive Economic Parmership Agree-
ment [Cgenpaum.lrswell For the bilateral rela:

Antent in Canada to insulate the relationship
from.d litical furbul

o
hiahlighting ihat b hieved
koeks diieal h

Klssinger team bath an the Bangla-
desh (1971) and the nuclear (implo-

nomic cooperaton. This sense of drift was
amplified by US President Donald Trump's

aiom, [974) tssnea It
for the US establishment that Indira

I(elaJa ||1 Jaw 19505, was during

to the forefrone of Indla’s political
dynamics. The narrative of the US pushing
wowards the Emergency dectsion

Indira Gandhi
and supporting the peoples’ uprising against ks
Tepressive deserve a second dispassion-

ate book. This may be done at three bevels.
First, regime change, through covert as well

1967-69, leaning on the ndian Com-
munists in her struggle for power within her
own party. The CIA activitles during ndira
Gandhil's regime had become so unacceptable
even to the US embassy in New Delhl that
ambassador Patrick Moynihan had to ask the

di 1A

This years G7 mesting meay have been a fore-
warning to how the US's economic
and strategle re positioning could test
the limits of the western economic
comsensis, Trump's protectionist pol-
bcles, espectally his aggressive tarlff
reglme, have generated conslderable

a8 OVErT means, agalnst Com
ar Left- d Latin America
{Chile) and Asia (Iran) has been an integral
mn of the toalkit of US palicy since the Codd
far years. According to American schnlar
Lindsey ORourke, the US d =

The of Emergency was publicly
disapproved by the LS state department and
American medss The US secretary of state Kiss-

Im hiss mema to President Ford in. -
g‘eﬁ?ﬁsaﬁddﬂt the Emergency had Seplemm

regi operations between 1947 ami
1988, Ancaher seholar, David S Levins (2020),
clalms that the US carrled out the b mum-
ber of foreign electoral interventions during
19462000 The: use of covert operations for
regime change in developing countries
broughit about extensive criticism of the US's
democratic credentlals, forcing the US Cnn

Ited Indian d adding, “We should
awvoid any overt invabvement that could confirm
her allegations of foreign subwersion” Did this
mely that covert operathons to subvert the
d go on? The post-Es

regime was headed by Morarjl Desal, who
American journalist Seymour Hersh alleged
was a LA mole In Indira Gandhi's cablnet.

ﬁuug]lahhglcaselnd\ell&aga]nul{eﬁh

4

gress hoap&glm The Church O
invvestigate the matter. In Its report in 1976, |h|s
Committee came down heavily on CLA opera-
tions and blamed it for having a worldwide
network of several hundred Individuals to
‘hewve access “to a large number of news sgen-
cles, adio and televisson stations, commercial
puiblishers amd media outlers” for covert oper-
atlons.

Secondly, at the reglomnal Jevel in South Assa,
thie LS Matlonal Security Council's policy doc-
ment, NSC 581, was adopted by President Tra-
marhl.n.lmuary 1951, I asked US podicy In the

o take “move frequently accept calea-
larted risks" In ensuring that Uef.‘onumum.u fas
also, secialist and Communist

lanuary 78 to acclalm me poat Emergenql
regime, and asked Prime Minkster Desal i
destar from the nuclear path.

Thus, there are ample leads at all the three
levels to revisit the question of the “forelgn
hand” and see fit had any links with mepnﬂl-
lar protesss. British schalar Paul Garr in his
sru.d)' S{I_}Illglﬂ Siuth Asin {2024, says that

heand” wias an exagger-
anm someum bust her fears about the CIA
were "genuine” and valld, Our reliance ondy on
the structural theortes and Indira Gandhl's
authoritarsansm donot explain her decision o
end the Emergency, asa]so huwshz mamged

ernpents did not remain in power. Only such
governments were acceptable that “would
asslst the United States and its allses to obtaln.
the Eactlities desired in the tme of peace ar
required in the event of war®.

o stage k i
lesis than three years.

This diplomatic reset marks a key fallow
throwgh from PM Mark Carney's campakgn
promise to relookat India-C: ties, signal-
ling a possible pragmatic approsch towards
India despite opposition from certaln quarters
in Camch.&mch'slnm—mm EeC-ECnnomic

s eval andmemerl
wl(h India i3 10ty to become
compoment of it both hllalem]l)' aru:l
asan actor in the Indo-Pacific.

The shifting character of the GT
was perhaps most visile atthis year's

lchLInn between the US and its eco- Harsh summit. Its imability to malntain a
RTINS — DM more 5o than Pant unified positicn on Ukraine, evi-
mlsyeaﬂsMaLCamda This reflects 4l denced by the retraction of a previ-
Ihling reality that the G7's eco- ously agreed statement, revealed the
nomic heft and global influence are continued centrality of US suppert—
increasingly being contested as it not just in diplomacy, but alse in
fnces new realities. The GT faces three Amancialand security commitments.
Issues: How does itretain its core Ve, the ofIndia, Brazil Mex-
ernnomicagenda, primarily due o a and South Africa served asa sub-
US that ks Increasingly inward-lopk- e but povwerful signal thar the G7 s
Ing second, an Armerica under Tramp Vivek being compelled o engage with the
that i distancing itself from long- h Globeal Soath in new and meaningful
standing economic partners; and Mishra s
dalrd.lheglmpsimhgarymmpnnd = %G‘?.macmhdllh&numied
cohesively to the rapldly shifiing wealthy democracies, s at a cross-
global order driven by emerging powers. roads, Adual dynambc of Western recallbration
Amidth 4 il i d Southern assertion |s d

nity, Ptlmb“lum{l'm\lmdmhludlshisu
o Canada marked a surprising but welcome
ruirn in blateral relations. This thaw comes
after a prolonged period of dip in

evolution. While internal cohesion among

‘Western nations remains under pressure, a

sunullanenusunhmdwer\glng powersls
all

under fermer Canadian PM Justin Trudeau's
mnure Themmvmldnes ;qgns]smmsna

Iikely
Tequire telanclngmnﬁm.ed engagement with
a Iess predlnshl.e 1'% and deeper Integration

G7 usdfln resp-onsewme hifti

Zrawing

Je in ghobal political and

nomilc landscape, especially th dlsence
of the Global South. Canada's Indés cutreach
takeson deepersl,gmﬂcameasmm:nunmes

wanly o its ability to matntain unity within bug
almmlm willingness to-share space and. mape

re-evaluate their foresgn pol
Canada, caug}lhemmanunpred]cmh]eus
and an ereaslngjl

da with risl bike India. The
mmmlsmumu‘em
orthy China, — abil hat rebalan-

native. In this regard, |he Indla{amda Joint
Statement’s b

eing of We-s(em global economies may not
Temain justa chodoe buta necessity.

walues, respect for d\e raleoflaw, and commit-

Harsh V Pant is vice president, Ofrserver

S Muni is professor emeritus, JNU, former
India The views d

ment tothe p terri-
mallma-grny almgmﬁmumalwmwn.es
marks & and welcome

Research (ORF), New Delhi and
Vivek Mishra is deputy director, Strategic

from the of recent years.

Studies felbarw, China Studies, ORE.
The views expressed are persomal.
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Text&Context

NEWS IN NUMBERS

Number of Syrians
who have returned

home since Assad’s fall

In milllion, Over twa million Syrians

wha had fled thelr hames during the

country’s war have returned since
the ouster of Bashar al-Assad, accarding to
thie UN refugee agency. Thie Syrian clil
war, which erupted in 2011 with Assad's
repreasion of antl-government protests,
displaced half of the pegulation Internally
or abroad, Assad's ouster at the hands of
Islamist ferces sparked hopes of returm, we

The surge in
Indian-owned
businesses in the UK.

THE® & HINDU

Death toll from floods
in the Eastern Cape
region in South Africa

Number of persons in

In peer cent, The number of
23 Indian-owned compankes

aperating In the UK. has
reached 1,197 this year, recording the
steepest pace of annual growth. The
comblned revenues reported by
Indian-ovwned companies in the UK.
Increased to GBP 7214 billion from GBP
66.00 billlon in 2024, according to the
annual ‘Indla Meets Britaln Tracker, wurees

South Africa was under a
declared state of natlonal

death toll from floods caused by severe
ralns In the Eastern Cape reghon roda to 82
Speaking ot the public memarial service,
Zalile Williams, a member of the executive
caunchl, sald the people of the coastal
province have not been the same since the
disaster hit. a

disaster an Thursday as the

Gaza Killed in Israeli
fire on Thursday

Gaza's civil defence agency
sald that ksraell fire killed at

Palestinkan territery, including 21 who had
pathered near an ald distribution site. The
|sraeli army sakd that troops had fired
“warning shots® at “suspects” approaching
them in the Netzarim area where the civil
defence agency sald 15 people were killed
walting for ald. e

The amount of Indian
money parked in Swiss

beast 72 people In the

Thursday. er

banks in 2024

3.5

Swlss banks more than tripled in 2024 on
tha back of a huge Jump In funds held
through lecal branches and ather fAnancial
Institutions, annual data released by
Switzerland's central bank showed on

In Blllion Swiss francs
(nearly 237,600 crore),
Indian maney parked n

CEMPILED 1Y THE HINOU DATA TEAN

EXPLAINER

Rahul Bedi
The story so far:

here has been growing
excitement in military and
industrial cirches over the

fast-tracked indigenous fifth
generation stealth Advanced Medium
Combat Arcraft (AMCA). Touted as a
multi-robe fghter with super-crulse
capability, internal weapons bays,
advanced avionics, and diverter-less
supersonic intakes enhancing stealth and
reliability, the AMCA is being haibed as a
milestone in Indian acrospace history.
However, a dose of historical realism is
warranted particularly since India has a
persistent propulsion gap, and is overly
reliant on imported engines, Nearly seven
decades of fighter development reveal
cittionary lessans, starting with India's
first indigenously designed fighter jet, the
HF-24 Marut (Spirit of the Tempest).

What happened to the HF-24 Marut?
Launched in the 19508 by Hindustan
Acronautics Limited (HAL) under fumed
German engineer Kurt Tank - designer of
several WWII Luftwaffe fighters — the
twin-engine, sweptwing Marit was, like
this AMCA, an ambitious project of its
time. Sleek and capable of transonic
speeds, it embodied post-colonial India’s
drive for selfreliance and entered service
amid high hopes in the late 19605,

However, the Marut never reached its
full potential, not because u(du‘h;n |]|IW'G.
but entirely due to its und

Follow us 0 facebook.com/thehindu O twitter.com,the_hindu G’ instagram.com,/the_hindu

Why India should address its propulsion gap

s Indlia overly reliant on imported engines? What happened to the HF-24 Marut, Indias first indigenously designed fighter jet? Why has the Kaveri engine project
not been able to come to fruition? How is India affected by foreign engine supply delays? Is only the Indian Air Force affected by such dependency?

operational use.

Acrevival attempt in 2016, in
collaboration with French engine-maker
Sneerma (linked to offset obligations from
the IAF's Rafale dealy also collapsed. A
parallel proposal by its partner Safran to
co-develop a new engine for the Tejas
MbIl and AMCA met a similar fate,
reportedly rejected by the DROO due to
institutional pride,

hile, Kaverd's failure foreed the

British Brisiol Siddeley Orpheus ?DJ
turbojets. Although Tank had emvisioned
amore powerful engine, it never
materialised, leaving the Marut's
performance underwhelming, And, while
it performed reasonably well in
ground-attack roles during the 1971 war
on the western fromt, its propulsion
limitations ultimately proved crippling.
HAL produced only 147 of these
hilgh-madntenance, low-oiitput fghters,
which were eventually ‘number-plaved’ or
retired by 19940,

Inclian Air Foree (IAF) veterans who
flew the Marut consistently cited the lack
of a powerful engine as its Achilles” heel
highlighting the endusring reality that
high-end fighters ve or die by propulskon
technology. Engines, after all, are not
rmere technieal parts but the core of
sovereign serospace capability, shaping a
combat aircraft's power, range, and
mission effectiveness.

Did India develop its own engines?
Following the Marut's disappointing
engine performance, the Defence
Research and Development Organisation
(DRI} assigned its Gas Turbine Research
Establishment (GTRE) laboratory in 1989
to develop the Kaveri GTX35VS
afterburning turbofan for the Light
Combat Aircraft (LCA), which had been
under design development since 1981-82,
Over the next 35 years, GTRE spent
around T2032 crore, as of 2020, on the
project, but without success, Despite
producing nine full-scale prototypes and
fousr core engines — logging ever 3,000
hours of ground testing and 73 hours of
flight trials on an Dywshin IL76 fying test
beed i Hussia ~ the Kaverd failed to meet
the LEA's performance benchmarks. It
strugggled with thrust-to-weight ratio,
reliability, and thermal management
under sustained high-perdormance
condithons, Though spinoff versions were
propased for tanks, ships, and
laoamotives, none have so Far entered

i »

Acronautical Development Agency (ADA),
responsible for the LCAS design, to sdoapt
the LS made General Electric (GE)
F404-IN20 afterburning turbolin engine
(producing 78-80 kN of thrust) around
2004, Although barely adequate
restricting Tejas" payload and
high-angle-of-attack capabilities — the
engine was eventually approved by the
IAF, which inducted two Mkl squadrons
fraain 2005 onwards, with one squadton
operating without full eperational
clearanoe, nearly 34 years after the LCA
programme’s inception,

How is India affected by engine
dependency?
Inalia’s engine dependency issues
resurfaced recently when GE delayed
delivery of 99 FAD4 engines by 13 months
for the upgraded LCA MELA - a lighter,
more capable variant equipped with an
Active Electronically Scanned Array
(AESA) radar, advanced dectronic
warfure suites, and mid-air refuelling
capability. Uncler a $716 million contract
signed in 2021, engine deliveries were
scheduled to begin by March 2024, but
the first power pack arrived only in April
2005, ay part of an initial batch of 12
expected by the end of the year. GE cited
"unprecedented supply chain pressures,”
including disruptions from suppliers, as
tlu cause for the delay, but for ]mlla it
1 the MELAS

deferring it further.

This triggered sharp eriticism from Alr
Chief Marshal A% Singh, who publichy
rebiiked HAL for chronie slippages in
fighter deliveries amid a steep dedine in
IAF combat strength from a sanctioned
42.5 fighter squadrons to around 30
presently, Further reductions loom with
two begacy 21 'Bis' squadrons skated
for imminent retirement. “We need to be
now ready to be future-ready,” Mr. Singh
suddd at the CI1 Annual Business Summit in
New Delli on May 20, Citing HAL's blotted
histery of missed deadlines, he bluntly

asserted that wars are won by equipping
the military, not merely planning for the
fiture,

Stmultaneously, HAL's negotiations
with GE to locally manufacture the more
powerful GE-FAl4 engine (90-96 kN
thrust) — intended for the LEA MK2 and
initially the AMCA MK1 < too has hit a
roudblock. The deal, announced during
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's 2023 U5
visit, has reportedly been stalled by GE's
demand for an adkditional 8500 million
aver the original $1.5 billion agreement.

More eritically, GE appears unwilling to
share core engine technologies like
single-crystal turbine blades, thermal
harrier coatings, and advanced cooling
systems, all of which are vital for boosting
engine durability and thrast, HAL
contimies to demand full technology
transfer, but industry insiders point out
that sich propeietary know-how,
developed at great expense, is rarely
shared by global engine makers, Talks,
however, are still ongoing,

Both the LCA M2, which is
under-development, and the initial AMCA
Mkl models are expected o rely on the
Fald as a ‘stopgap” powerplant, pending
finalisation of the deal. The ADA s also
seotiting for a 110 kN-class engine for the
AMCA MEZ, pestentially via a joint venture,
Intermittent discussions with France's
Safran and the UK's Rolls-Royee have so
far yiekled no concrete outcome,

And, while these possibilities may
serve as a short-term workaround, it
reflects the same external engine
dependence that had erippled the Marut.
Consequently, a cross-section of IAF
veterans and serospace eeperts warned
that unbess India developed an indigenous
engine to power future AMCA blocks, the
programme risks being held hostage once
again to gropolitical whims,

How much is India dependent on
external engines?

India’s external propulsion sourcing
extenids well beyond aerial platforms,
affecting the Army and Navy as well, both
of which are exclusively reliant on
imparted power packs or foreign engines
assembled and built domestically under
licence. The Army's Arjun Main Battle
Tanlk, for example, is powered by the
German MTU MBA38 Ka-501 diesel engine
paired with RENK RE304 transmis
while the recently trialled Zorawar I4;h|
Tank uses the U.S.-origin 1,000hp

Lomg-term vision: Three HF-24 Marut sircraft of the IAF fiying in farmation aver Rajpath, New Delhi. THE SRNDU ARCHVES

Cumming Advanced Combat Engine, The
Navy too depends whally on foreign
propilsion systems - Russian, Ukraindan,
French, German, and LS. engines - that
power all its indigenously designed and
bult frigates, destroyers, auxiliary
vessels, troop carriers, corvettes, and fst
attack craft, India's all-round engine
development across acrospace, land, and
naval platforms is eritical to ensure
strateghe atonomy and enhance military

capability.

How important is autonomous engine
development ?

Adreraft engine development is vital for
India to achieve acrospace autonomy and
strateghe selfreliance, Disruptions in
foreign engine supplies delay production
like that of the LCA MkIA, hampers
upgrades, and restricts exports as that
wiotild necessitate third party approvals,
The U5, France, and China are able to
assert dominance in global serospace
markets as they have hamessed
indigenous propulsion.,

However, for India, mastering
advanced jet engine technology is not
merely a prestige project but is crucial o
sustaining military readiness, ensuring
eredible deterrence, and insulating its
defence sector from external shocks and
wobal political vagaries. Without this core
capability, India’s broader ambitions in
aviation and defence exports risk
remaining perennially compromised.

A broad spectrum of defence experts
amd TAF veterans contend that India's
Failure to develop advanced jet engines
tr.muu-ml Icchnltal huarcles and are
fi Iy a pelitieal chall
India’s defence funding remains
fragmented, largely focused on shortterm
projects, rather than being driven by a
long-term, strategic vision.

If Inchia is genuinely committed to
closing this glaring capability gap, mere
slogans like Atmenirbhar Bharat will not
suffice. Achieving true autonomy in
engine technology demands
comprehensive structural reforms,
unwavering political will, and the
cultivation of an innovation ecosystem
which will seambessly integrate private
sector participation, academic research,
and defence RED instituthons into a
eoheshve and competitive framework,

Rahul Bedi is a veteran journalist based
irt New Delhi and Chandigarh specialising
in military, defence and security mealtters,

THE G

-

Launched in the 19508 by
Hindustan Aeranautics Limited
(HAL) under famed German
engineer Kun Tank =designer
af several WWII Luftwalfe
fighters — the twin-engine,
swept-wing Marut was, like the
AMCA, an amnbitious progect of
s time,

-

India's engine dependency
Iasues resurfaced recently
when GE delayed delivery of 93
Fand engines by 13 manths for
the upgraded LEA Mkaa,

-

India's extermal propulsion
sourcing eatends well beyond
aerlal platforms, afecting the
Ay and Navy as well, bath of
which are exclusively rellant an
Imparted power packs.
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5 President Donald Trump seems 1o

have become obsessed with his role as
a dealmaker and peacemaker. In the run-
up to the presidential poll. he promised 1o
bring an end to the Russia-Ukraine war.
To his credit, be has made a loa of effort
but withewt much success. Evidently, he
wanis to bolster his image as a peacemaker
by taking credit for brokering a ‘ceasefire’
between India and Pakistan. Facts suggest
otherwise.

To begin with, India's objective was lim-
ited: it just wanted to attack the terrorist
network in Pakistan, It did thai; Pakistan
retaliated but was soundly thrashed, result-
ing in considerable losses o its airbases, Is-
lamabad and Rawalpindi both realized that
any escalation would be costly and danger-
ous for them, so they requested a cessation
of hostilities, which India agreed to. The
reason was simple: hostilities, let alone war,
were not on Indias agenda. This is much

different from Isracls war against Iran: Tel
Aviv wants regime change in Tehran.
Trumps repeated claims of bringing
peace 1o the Indian subcontinent = and
the moral equivalence implicit in his state-
mients - have been deeply painful to India.
They have also tarnished the image of Prime
er Narendra Modi. This was the rea-
son that Foreign Secretary Vikram Misri
recently said, “President Tramp enquired
[in his 35-minute phone conversation] if
Prime Minister Modi could stop over in the
US on his way back frem Canada. Due to
prior commitmentis, Prime Minister Modi
expressed his inability to do so. Both lead-
ers agreed to make cfforts to meet in the
near future”. Declining the invitation was a
snub enough, but Trump seems unrelent-
lng.ln his claims.
parently

is is because for Trump,
pe l 3 and .I:plmmu can sometimes bes
come personal. His familys involvemem

The US should go for recalibrated South Asia policy

in the crypto business has a Pakistan con-
nection, Further, Pakistan army chief Asim
Munir’s staterment that Trump should be
nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize ap-
pears to have carmed him dinner at the
White House.

To be sure, Trumyp is doing a good job for
his country by deregulating the economy,
securing its borders, augmenting energy
production, supporting free speech, and
combating the toxie effects of the radi-
cal Left on campuses. He can do better by
improving ties with India, the world’s larg-
est democracy, and downgrading relations
with Pakistan, the world's biggest engine of
terror,

Trump must deepen the United States’
strategic partnership with India - the
worlds largest d:mm’m’ - and decisively
reassess America’s long-standing. India,
with its population of over 1.4 billion, a
robust and growing economy, a vibrant

democratic system, and a commitment to
the rule of law, is an indispensable ally for
the United States in the 215t century,

The two countries share a common inter-
est in promoting peace, reglonal stability,
Free trade, and a free and open Indo-Pacific.
India s also a key partner in critical arcas
such as counterterrorism, cybersecurity, re-
newable energy, and de fense collaboration.
Strengthening ties with New Delhi would
allow Trump 1o align US foreign policy
with the vahues of freedom and democracy,
while counterbalancing the growing influ-
ence of suthoritarian powers such as China.

Concomitantly, downgrading relations
with Pakistan would send a strong miessage
that the United States no longer tolerates
duplicity in its partnerships. A recalibrated
South Asia policy - one that rewards integ-
vity and punishes duplicity - would emark
his evolution from a smart dealmaker to a
genulne statesman,

Listen or Die: The cost
of not actively listening

SURGICAL STRIKE

wt
K KRISHNA SAGAR RAD

ET me begin with
something ferce,
something that may

sound exaggerated, but rast

me, not. The title of this
column lsnt a metaphor, its
evolutionary reality. Listen
or die. That's how nature
has worked, that’s how intel-
ligenee evobved, and thats
how civilizations have either
progressed or perished.
We've come a long way
ag a gpeches, from primitive
dwellings to space stathons,

from grunting sounds 1o

digital conversations with

Al And yet, with all our

modern achievements, | be-

lieve we're dangerously close

1o losing the one core hu-

man competence that made

all this possible, our ability

o ‘actively listen. Not just

hear but receive.

Why Leall it Receptive
Intelligence’

've spent over two decades
studying human behaviour,
emotional intelligence, and
organizational  dynamics.
And theres something I've
come to realize more than
ever, our abiliy to learn,
adapt, grove, and Jead is en-
tirely dependent on how
well we receive. Not how
much we know, not how
loudly we speak, but how
deeply we listen.

This isn't some abstract
philosophical idea, its prac-
tical, it’s biodogical, and its
increasingly rare. | call this

fundanse human  com-
petence  ‘Receptive  Intel-
ligence, the ability to inten-

tionally focus on reception
from our immediate and
remote environment, con-
sciously cancelling all inter-
ference. The intelligence ac-
quired through this deeply
altentive receplion is what
I define as Receptive Imtel-
ligence.

This  isn't  taught in
schools, its rarely discussed
in boardrooms, but it under-
pins everything, from our
emational well:-being 1o our
professional  effectiveness.
And sadly, we're not culii-
vating it anymore.

The species that chose

to think

Lets step back in time. Hu-
mans didnt start off as the
apex species. We weren't al-
ways at the top of the food
chain. What gt us there
wasait brawn, it was recep-
tion. Our ecarly ancestors
were fecling beings, driven
by primal instincts,  But
over millennia, we made a

subtle yet profound transi-
tion, we became a “thinking
species.  We began receive
ing moere from our environ-
meent than just survival cues,
We listened, we observed,
we processed. We stanted
asking why, not just how.
And thats what propelled
us from caves o skyscrap-
ers, from tribes 1o mations,
from myths to mathemat-
ics. But this evolution came
with a price, it requined a1
tention, awareness, and an
undistracted sensory feld. I
required what | now fear is
becoming extinct, focused,
undivided, ac tive reception.

Comiing full circle and
falling

Today, | believe we're com-
ing Hull circle. Only this
time, its in reverse. We are
becoming bess aware, more
distracted, and dange ously
passive. Despite our techino-
logical advancements, T be-
ligve we are regressing inour
most essential evolutionary
trait, 'listening,

Ohar senses. ane constantly
overstimulated, yet under-
nourished. We are bom-
barded with information,
but we retain very lintk of
value. We've mastered the
art of reaction but forgotten
the virtue of reception.

Pve had moments in my
own journey where this re-
alization hit me hard. I've
sat in rooms filled with sup-
posedly brilliant minds and
found them unable to truly
listen. Mot because they're
incapable,  but  because
conditioned not to,
They're too busy waiting
for their tum speak, to
phich, to impress, o outdo,
What we're witnesing is the
erosion of Receptive Intelli-
gence, and with it, the slow
decay of the very foundation
ofhuman excellence.

e lisk g Is mot
optional, it's survival
Listening lselt just a good
|ﬂd(‘|"5hl|'i trait or a social
cty. It not about being
polite in mectings or patient
in relationships. Its much
bigger than that. s evoh-
tionary. Those whao listened
well, through the ages, sur-
vived, adapted, and evolved.
Those who didn'y, perished.
Its a5 simple as that.
Today, that swrvival isnt

On a global level, many democracies suffer when
politicians stop listening to their people. Institutions
collapse when leaders cose their eyes and ears and
keep caly their mouths open. ‘mudnn tnsmitnlnnk

far. You can ob thi

WhatsApp groups, in television Maus inbealdmm
discussions. People are loud, aggressive, opinionated,
but rarely receptive. This is what | mean when | say, ‘Listen
or Die'. It's not about literal death. It's about the death
of connection, the death of purpose, the death of social
intelli gence, and eventually, the death of a civilisation.

truly listening anymore?
® In your family, how much
listening  actually  hap-
ned
® In society, is listening
growing as a valee or dis-
appearing?
+ And finally, how well are
you listening?
If your answers are hon-
est, they might alarm youw.

Sensory deterioration -
the invisible collapse
What we're dealing with s
nol just a ligening prob.
bern, its a sensory collapse
Modern life is increasingly
COMTOEIVG 10 sensory focus,
Lwdcullcs_glwmgsn_m‘ns.

about escaping  pred.

Its shout nawvigating com-
plexity. Listening helps us
handle uncertainty, spot op-
portunities, build meaning-
ful relationships, and make
decisions grounded in con-
text.

Without it we fall ino
«<haos, We react instead of
reflecting. We divide instead
of understanding. We dete-
riorate, persomally, soc
professionally, and as a spe-
cies. Let's bring this closer to
home.

Ask yoursell
* Are people around you

gorithmic feeds, they hlJack
our senses and rmpmnt
our afention. Our ability
o sit seill, focus deeply, and
receive fully is crumbling.
That's not poctic exaggera-
tiom: it's a scientific concern.

There's credible medical
evidence now showing that
sensory  acuity, especially
among young adults, is on
the decline, We see it in
education, in  workplaces,
and even in parenting. Chil-
dren are growing up in en-
vironments that discourage
silence, disincentivize pa-
tience, and rewand reaction

‘ere losing something
precious, “Matural  Intelli-
gence, The very intelligence
that made us who we are is
withering, even & we build
machines with artificial in-
telligence to do our thinking
for us.

Here's the paradox, while
machines are becoming bet-
ter ot mimicking human
cognition, humans are be-
coming worse at it. Al may
soon write better code or

perform surgeries. But what
Al cannot do, and must
not replace, s our ability 10
connect, comprehend, and
empathize. And all of that
begins with listening.

The human cost of poor
receplion

Let’s not kid ourselves. Poor
listening doesnt just impact
businesses or productivity.
It shatters human connec-
tion. I've seen marriages fall
apart not due to infidelity or
maney, but because partners
stopped listening to each
wther. T've seen teams dis-
integrate moa because of in-
competence. but because of
unchecked assumptions. I've
witnessed young profession-
als’ platean not becawse they
lacked talent, but because

they were poor receivers of

feadback. They seem to be
‘o distracted 1o listen to
anyone.

On a global level, many
democracies  suffer  when
politiclans stop listening to
their people. Inditutions
collapse when leaders close
their eyes and ears and keep
only their mouths open.
You don't need to look far,

fou can observe this break
down in your community
WhatsA pp groups, in televi-
sion debates, in boardroom
discussions. People ane loud,
aggressive, opinionated, but
rarely receptive,

This is what [ mean when
I say, “Listen or Die” Its not
about literal death. 10 about
the death of connection, the
death of purpose, the death
of social intelligence, and
eventually, the death of a
civilization.

Fear the future
Let me take a moment to

paint a painful picture of

where we'ne headed if we

dont redaim ‘Receptive In-

telligence.

» Marriages will become
transactional, People will
live together but barely
connect.

» Families will function as
bogistical units. Comversa-
tions will fade, replaced
by digital notifications.

» Friendships will be shal-
ow, maintained through
MEMEs, ot Memories.

» Workplaces will rewand
noise over nuance, Dec-
sion-making will be im-
pulsive, not inchisive.

» National discourse will
tum inte tribal warfare.
Echo chambers will mul-
tiply, and dissent will be
demo iz

» Spirituality will be com-
modified, not as a path
inner truth, bt as a com-
miodity.

This is not dystopian fic-
tion, Itk already happening.

Unless we course-correct.

So, what can be done?
Receptive Intelligence s not
dead. its just neglected. It
can be revived, personally,
professionally, and collec-
tively, But it starts with con-
scious, d-uj\ o, Heres
what 've mu-gr.md into my
own life and strategy con-
sulting practice:

L. Cultivate the lost art of
silence, Even 10 minutes
aday. Mo inputs. Just pres-

i YouT senses b
be still again,

. Practice focused listen-
ing. Shut owt distractions.
Turn off the phone: Look
inte the eyes of the per-
son speaking. Listen with
your whole being,

1 Model it for others. As
a parent, spouss, leader,
friend, demonstrate what
it means to be a great lis-
tener. It contagious.

.Check  your  semsory
health. Do a weekly audst
of your noise exposure,
screen time, and  emo-

e

-

reflective
spaces  in  fleams and
Tamilies. Make it okay o
pause, o breathe, to con-
template before reacting.

. Promote deep work. In
your organization, reward
focus and listening, not
just hustle and volume.

7. Read slowly, Not every-
thing must be consumed
in speed mode Savor
some information. Let it
marinate.

& Ask  better  questions.
Questions are keys, They
apen doors b better re
ception. “What do you
mean!™ is more powerful
than T disagree”

Fimal reflection

Wi are not yet doamed, but
we are drifting. Slowly, si-
lently, and d v, We

() LETTERS

Trump's strange moves

RESIDENT Domakd Trump is emerging a5 another
Goebbels with his nepeatedly trumpeting narratives
about the recent ceasefire accord arrived between India and
Pakistan, even after a flat denial by Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi himself. What is more, he has the audacity to say
that Modi is a fantastic man, whatever that to mean. If he
thinks that this way, India can be bullied, nothing can be
farther from truth, His explicit statement that he loves Pa-
kistan once again reveals his lick of sincerity and divession
from the avowed goals of fighting terrorism weth and nail.
Seshagiri Row Karry, Hyderabad

India should have been tough with Pak

THE opposition tock strong exception to Mr Trunmp's
‘ceaselire announcement of war between India and
Pakistan. They opposition were wanting the PM to make it
lear whether Mr Trismp had engineered the ceasefire using
‘trade’ cand. All the while the PM never neacted 1o the op-
position’s call, but now in the sidelines of G7 outreach Mr
Modi said the truce was reached at the request of Pak, and
that India would never allow any nation to mediate. Not eve-
rything is obwious though. Why did India not demand Pak o
surrender the intruding killer terrorists, in neturn for truce?

P R Ravinder, Hyderabad
Increasing working hours,
regressive move
T] 1E Karnataka government i now preparing Lo increase
daily working hours from 10 to 12, following the path

already taken by Andhra Pradesh. This decision is being la-
belled as ‘industrial development! but in reality. it is  direct
attack on the lives of millions of workers. Working 12 hours
a day like machines will not only increase physical exhaus-
tiom but also Lead to mental stress, strained family life, and
the destruction of social balance. This raises a crocial ques-
tho: Is economic pr s only possible at the cost of work-
ers’ blood and sweat? While developed countries are mov-
ing toward fewer working hours and a better festyle, such
steps in India signal regression. If governments truly want
devdopment, they nwust introduce policies that treat hu-
mans not as machines but as citzens deserving a dignified
life, Other wise, this so-called ‘development’ will one day lay
the groundwork for social discontent and labour rebellion.

Prof RK Jain “Arifect”, Barwani (MP)

India’s balancing act

HIS refers to *Modi snubs Trump, decline US invite®
(lane 19). How one sees his action as “right” or “wrong™
depends on perspective. From a diplomatic protocol and
sovereignty standpoint, it aligns with India’s established po-
sithon. From a public relations angle, it sends a clear message
abous Indias self-reliance in regional matters, It also sendsa
miessage to other global players: India will engage, but on its
o terms. AL the same time, Modi's cordial 35 minutes tel-
sphonic talks on Operation Sindoor and invitation 1o Trump
for the upcoming Quad Summit in India is being viewed
s a balancing act. t keeps the door open for cooperation
on broader Indo-Pacific strategy, climate, and trade, while

drawing a red line around bilateral lsues with Pakistan.
This divergence could create short-term friction, bat it's
unlikely to derail the broader India-US. relationship. The
i countries share deepening thes in defence, technology,
and regional security. The upcoming Quad Summit may

SEIVE & 8 reset point.

D O Prasada Raa, Hyderabad

Modi needs to take evervone along

NDIA has two groups; one which believes that PM Modi
can do no wrong and the other which feels everything
Toe doves is wrong. An objective assessment I rare. There-
fore, the edit on 11 years of Modi rok is something of a
in the media. Modis biggest contribution has been
in infrastructure. One only hopes the roads and bridges
will last the time they were designed for. It also seemed
that the foreign policy was being done right until we failed
1o find support for Operation Sindoor One personal fault
of Modi has been his inability to take everybody along.
The criticism that the BJP is now run by two and a half
men is valid. His inability o control the motor mouths
of his party and take any meaningful action against them
gocs inio one of his minuses. But his biggest failure has
been on the black money front which was promised wo be
brought back during his first them. Social cohesion is on
a downtrend and the PM will have o address these issues,

if he wants to be considered as the greatest PM of India!
Asthomy Hesrigues, Murnbai

thehansreader@gmail.com

Reservation for minorities under housing
schemes hiked to 15% in Karnataka

BENGALURL: The Karnataka cabinet on Thursday de-

chded hance the reservation for minorities under vari-

are forgening “what made
us human. And in the pro-
cess, we are risking the loss
of something far greater
than product of perfor-
mance, we are risking the
very meaning.

Listening is mot a lusury.
Ie's not a soft skill, It's not a
bullet point om a résumé., [ts
a species-level competence.
We didnt become great by
speaking more. We became
great by receiving decply.
From nature. From one an-
other. From silence. From
the unknown. If we forget
to listen, we will bose not just
the fusture, but owrselves. So
let me say it one mose
lmu‘ Listen or Die.

(The auther is the Chief

Spokesperson of BIE Chai

e of Nation Building
Foundatton and o Harvard
Business School ceriified
shnategist]

ous housing schemes in the state from 10 to 15 per cent.
According 1o the government, this enhanced quota will
benefit all minorities including Muslims, Christians, and
Jains The move follows a recent government initiative to
roduce a 4 per cent reservation for Muslims in public
contracts, which has come under criticism from opposition
BJP The saffron party has accused the Congress dispensa-
tion of “undermining” the Constitution through religion-
based reservations, Deputy Chief er D K Shivaku-
mar defended the decision, saying ils primary objective is
o In:lp poorer sections of the societ

g Lo reporters after th mgeting, state Law
and Parliamentary Affairs Minister H K Patil ssid, “Under
warious housing schemes being implemented by the Hous-
ing Diepariment across the state, in both urban and rural
areas, it has been decided fo enhance the reservation for
minorithes from 10 per cent to 15 per cent.”

“The decision was taken-- as the central government ob-
serving the inadequate howsing among them (minorities)
has given certain instructions, and the state government
100 has abserved the high number of homeless among mi-
norities in the state” he said,

Read more at
https://epaper.thehansindia.com
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Easing the burden

Encouraging companies to list and removing hurdles
were the highlights of the Sebi board meeting

ECURITIES AND EXCHANGE Board of India (Sebi) Chairman
Tuhin Kanta Pandey told Financial Express a few months back
that he had set an internal goal for his colleagues: simplifying
some of the decades-old regulations, "It would be quite dmllar to

howthe Direct Tax Code Irafted.] think within the next th
wewillbe able tostart accelerating this process, in terms of identifying the
pain points. It will be drivenas an organisational mission.” Inless than three
months, the Sebi board has delivered the first tranche of the chairman’s
promise, It is noteworthy that the 42-page statement after the Sebi board
meetingon Thursday has used theword “ease”over 25 times, That itself tells
the whole story, Sebi made 19 changes, all aimed at reducing paperwurk
is

DINION

'WEEK AFTER the credit
policy was announced on
|une &, the financial mar-
kets looked quite differ-
ent from what was
expected. Normally when the Reserve
Bank of India (REI) lowers the repo rate
there s unbridled enthusiasm with
bond yields going down, The talk then

andencuuraglngmmmmpanleslnll_l.lun \‘hehﬂunax Agood

entresonh ill transrmit

enc sing the ear-
lier regu]atl.un that did not allow them to hulr] emplu}ree stock options
(Esops) at the time of going foran initial pul:lln: offering II PU]

Panr]e}r, ufl:m.lrse darlfied thatan industry pr
E: fer =ﬂ=rthellstingwa_-.nntappmved
e L'h.e buard.}\ddlll.unal]y, ithas scrapped a guideline that forced investors
to hold shares after conversion from compulsorily convertible securities
forat least one year, as it did not allow investors to participate in the offer
for sale in 1POs. Both these measures are expected to encourage compa-
nies to list and even reverse-flip, that is shifting the country of incorpo-
ration froma foreign jurisd toIndia, Similarly, by allowing trustand
charitable trusts to list at social stock exchanges, the market regulator is
encouraging more transparency in the sector, The approval of a frame-
waork for voluntary delisting of public sector undertakings with 90% or
more g:memment hD]ding allows delisting at a fixed price, eliminating
the two-thi Li holderapproval requirement, This alignswith
the gmemment s dlsimﬂzstment agenda

Foreign portfoli g tosolelyinvest inG-Secswill
now have to go through less cm’npllam:\e burden, Clearly, the market reg-
ulatorwants to facilitate more investments after India’s inclusion intwo
band indices — |P Morgan Global Emerging Markets (EM) Bond lndex

the repo rate cuts,

This time the REI had provided not
just a rate cut of 50 basis points (bps) —
generally more than what was expectad
— butalsolowered the cashreserve ratio
[CRE) atatime when the system was ina
surplusof almast €2.5-3 lakh croreona
daily basis, At first sight, this would
sound odd as providing liquidity when
Itwas already in surplus would not have
made any sense.

However,on deeper thought, the RE]
has added certainty in the market
announcing the cut over four tranches
post-September. This would also be the
beginning of the busy season when
demandfnr credit picks up. Therefore,
inCRRare
to be wiewed more as a set of measures
totell the markets that the RElwould be
providing full support to the system, In
fact, it also signalled that the focus
would be on growth from now on as
Inflation is well under control with the

andthe

and Bloomberg EM Local Currency Government Index. In
Indian bonds will be included in FTSE Russell EM Government Bond
Index. In fact, FPlinvestment through the fully accessible route has seen
asignificant increase and has crossed 3 lakh-crore mark in March, Also,
allowing alternative investment funds to offer co-investment opportu-
nities through separate vehicles and reducing the allotment of infra-
structure investment trusts in primary market to 25 lakh from 1 crore
will attract more investors.

Whatisi gis that asettl sch hasalsoby led
to stock brokers who traded on the National Spot Exchange (NSEL) and
faced enforcement action from the market regulator, This move is
expected to bring major relief to traders whose funds have been stuck
since the NSEL payment erisis in July 2013 This decision comes after over
5080 of brokers voted in favour of a one-time settlement amount, Over-
all, the regulatory changes reflect Sebi's broader agenda under chairman
Pandey to improve ease of doing business, boost investor participation,
and modernise India’s capital markets.

Make the robot your
colleague, not overlord

THERE'S THE TERMINATOR school rigks, Inwhich
we'll all be killed by our robot nmﬂnmmd me:n theres one whm if not friends
exactly,th hi tech cher ks argu-
ing that our glnhal Al safety approach hlngl-_s on reframlng efforts to achieve this
benlgngam

In 2023,as the world was shaken by the release of ChatGI'T, a pair of successive

from Silicon Valley rful Al tools, Elon
Mmm.nasmupnfn pertsand jves in calling fora six-month pause
ilwefigured outh isks. Then hun-

dredwa]lmdmg—Ind.udlngSamNtmanafOpem\]andDemlsHmahlsnh\lpha
bet's — sent that warned: "Mitigating the
risk of extinction from Al should be a global prioeity alongside other societal-scale
riks, suchaspandmluam!nudearwa:
Diespite all the attention paid to the p ially hicd theyears
slm:e have 'heen marked by aoce]matlnnlsts" Ialgely dmw‘nlng aut the doomers,
i rd being the first to i h
AI brushlngot’fthemrlycalls to prioritise safety. And it has all I.ehthepuh‘ll.cwry
confused,

witha

b fanar

P edtr.l'he! T,

|

is not far away

©® MARKET RESPONSE
CHANGE IN STANCE AND ARTICULATION ON INTEREST RATE CUTS HAVE HAD A BEARING

The post-policy bond market

MADAN SABNAYIS

Chief econamist, Bank of Barada

A clue to this development is the
commentary used in the pelicy along-
side as well as the post-policy interac-
tions with the media, Firstly, the stance
which was changed to neutral. While
there is nothing sacrosanct in this
change given that it can always be
altered when circumstances so war-
rant,a change from accornmodative to
neutral combined with a large liberal
CRE and repo rate cut sent mixed sig-
nals. The takeaway was

the bond yields tend to be influenced
inks the RBI

will do ;atlur than what has been done.
Oftenwhen the repo rate s lowered, and
itis fully expected, the bond yields tend
to be fairly intransigent even though
they would have moved down in
advance in anticipation. This Is what is
meant when It is said that the rate
changes have already been buffered by
the market.

Anotherf;

® THE SPOKEN WORD

Union home ministar Amit Shah

In this country, those who speak English will soon
feel asharmed — the creation of such a society

pause till September is expected.
Interestingly, historically the differ-
encebetween the Indian and US 10-year
bond has been in the range of 250-300
byps. Right now the variation ls LE0-190
bps, which is quite low, This may not
have mattered except to academics but
for the fact that this differential is
Important when it comes to investment
flows, especially in debt markets, Debt
Investors normally benchmark returns
with the US ylelds and then make
adjustments for currency fluctuations,
The rupee has definitelybeen one of the
better performing currencles in the last
few years notwithstanding the turmoil
witnessed since 202 2, which got exacer-
bated after the US elections and the
announcement of the tarlff policies,
This differential becomes important
in the context of the interest of foreign

that hould not be exp-

in'the wayofhondyields is

ecting any more rate cuts  On deeper thonght, the_gtate of U_S markets,
during the year, Second, b0 pR| has added  "Vhile the RElisclear that
this view was buttressed P it does not take decisions
by the statement that the certainty in the based on what the Fed
committee believed there market by does, the same does not
was less scope f:rt'::temst announcing the cut hnlgkzorh;h: m.nk;:.TEe
omy further, meaning Over four tranches  £/CT UL S
thereby that there were post-September  ourics are maoving.
limits to which reporate  ee——— 0w, the US 10-yearbond

can influence growth; and
this llmlt may have been attained. This

Is hovering in the range of
4,30-4.500% and moves based on devel -

This was p y a ne
taken by the REI, whld\ls mfreghmgas it
hlendedcmalnty\mﬂ\ surprise. The sur-

rateson
thelr own cannat keep economies run-
ning and other factors such as con-

P its on the tarlff front.
The Fed has held back rate cuts even
though inflation Is more or less within

lementwas the big-bang impetus
of a dual boost th:ruugfi' mpo rate and
CHR cuts. The market should ideally
have applauded with bond yields going
down, In fact, the 10-year bond should
have gone to the 6,15-6.20% level but
Instead has now gotten into the &, 30%-
plus range (golr:g by both the new and

employment, pri

prlse Investment, anwngothers a]so
have to come together.

The bond market has been affected
by this decision and articulation. With
no signs of further rate cuts in future,
the 10-year bond has stiffened even
while the T-Bill rates have softened, In

ptable limits, Th Isthat the
ateep tariffs announced are likely to
increase inflation which would require
the Fed to react. In fact the balance will
be delicate by it

portfalio i in Indian debt, The
inclusion of Indian bonds in global bond
indices was a big positive that was to
usherinlarger investment flows. Oneof
the factoes driving such flows would be
the returns and their differential with
alternatives, The present differential
may not be considered too favourable.
It is normally believed that the debt
market reacts with alacrity to policy
changeswhile banks take time to adjust
rates, This is so as banks need to evalu-
ate how the lending rates go down as
loans linked to the external benchmark
et repriced immediately. The marginal
cost of funds-based lending rates need
to alsa change, which can come down
only if deposit rates are lowered. This is
why transmission through the banking
system is always with alag asbanks nead
to evaluate these matrices, The debt

wation where growth also slows down
(though not turn negative to become
stagflationary), a more nuanced view

the past too, it has been ob d that

willh betaken, Butasof nowalong

market this time has also been relatively
less responsive as future actlons on the
policy front could be uncertain,

Views are parsonal

An admin task for online gaming

ALKESH KUMAR SHARMA

Former secratary, miristry of lectronics and
informatian technology

An approach where the Centre and the states work
together to create harmonised regulations can ensure
consistency, legal certainty, and consumer protection

INDIAS OMLIME GAMING sector ks navi-

national frameworle. However, wh

the Ci Id

harm and anti-social activities, as noted

gating a dynamic ith stat independ B Internet based better serve Indla's gaming industry.Inc- by the Directorate General of Goods and
imluqr ik li ing, busk Ludms states in decision-makingwould  Services Tax ]ntelllgnnce and ina report
gaps. While the mntralgmmnment has rules that li- rules, red | pro- bythe Rashiriya Rak:
come nut\-\uunntmmdlaryru]ns and is cateaperatlons ‘I‘tus]gspeually true for vlalnnq d h pli [ lr!ueleffnrts alone cannot fully address
yetto | ive imple- ross-bor- o i Irwoulbdalk to  thesechall given their reliance on
jon guideli Informa- deronnnectl\nry,wherevarylngmpll ] dsand concernsof thel’.‘mtrefnrlntenmguhemanm Ajoint
tion gy ([T)Act, ance make g their resid ensuring both effective framl!wnrk would enable more robust
taking proactive meaguluhmil Nadu oemplax andmayhlm!mhmmtlunam! and regionally relevant regulations, linebetting and gam-
has already i lon, Players t incon- India's gaming boom, fuelledbyrapid  bling, curbing grey markets while pro-

framework through the Tamll Nadu
Online Gaming Authority (Real Money
Games) Regulations, 2025, Meanwhile,

this all wrong, Hiroshi a Al

sdlnlarfmmﬂve].lnmmltyoﬂnlqnwhﬂhasspemﬂlepastthmedecadsrﬁeum
ing the technology, is now arguing that the most
promising route to a sustainable future is to let

humans and Als *live In symblosis and E]r.lurlsh
her's well-hel

toget
I.ng catastmphlc risks"
Well,hlminy:_

the threats noted in 2023, he argues fnrahmd(lns
path toward coexistence with super-intelligent
madunﬁ especlal.'lyatatm\ewhmmhadylshalt

g behind, Inother

CATHERINE

wds]imcan‘thmll' [t

sistent protections, while start-ups and
smallerenterprises bear the heaviest bur-
den of compliance, pote-

digitalisation, affordable internet,and a
young population, has attracted signifi-
cant inwestor interest. Yet,

tecting players,
Models like Tamil Nadu's regulations
diraw inspiration from South Korea and

Maharashtra and Karnataka are report- nitially stifl growth dependson asup-  China, where similar measures faced
edly exploring similar regulatory Cumtltutl.onal]y,states ‘When states [portive reg ¥ 'wlnm hback due tolimited compliance and
approaches. These state-led inftiatives hold authority over betting ind dentl mentthat user shifts to virtual private network-
reflect a growing urgency to bring clarity and gambling under Entry ulate i . vation  and ‘sustains  enabled grey markets. India can learn
phttothe sector expo- 34 of List II, but online ~ "e@ulateinternet- oo oot Investors  from theseexperlences by fostering Cen-
tial growth, If the rulas mmalnt’rag— gamuaf:kllldemd]egal based industries  gavour stable, tre-states dialogue to design practical,
mented througheut India, it mltiple hi d like online g g, polices, andl:helar.‘t nfc‘la] I i
lack of ease of doing business for the  the Supreme Court require i bty can deter India’s ambition to become a glabal
Industryand eventually resultinalossof  a centgluvmglght irmew hllll:lll!:l::l:l: arr):dglr.lha!lca hub for gaming depends on mrge key
revenue tothe government. ofalackofck itin ules Acollaborative regula- pillars: attracting investment, fostering
Onli palig lywiththe  theTthscheduleoftheCon-  that can complicate  soryapproachcouldreverse  innovation,and buildinga skilled work-
Frime Minister's vision of Digital India stitutbon. They may there- operations this trend. By aligning cen- force. Achieving these goals requires
and our ambition to position Indiaasa  fore fall under the Centre’s oy tral andstate efforts, India  regulatory clarity and a cohesive

gmlngsupm'pawm With 45 crore gam-
ersanda il vth rate

purview looking at their
ical reach, with th

of ~14%, the |ndustl}l'bn'lzterslnd|a'ssta
tus as the third-largest digital economy,
third-largest start-up ecosystem, and

THORBECKE

#loomoerg

us, we're better off joining it asan bqua] partner,
Equam;r tokeep

fastest 1g G20 nation, However,
thedmﬂnpn‘bemsamundstamgandthe
Centre's msulatlons have sparked a

electronics and information mchnnlagy
being allotted the subject as pert r.'he allo-
cation he i -

could create a borderless,
unified market that reassures investors
while safeguarding users. The IT Rules
a]readylncnrpome plobal best practices

emment. The Madras High Court recently
clarified that Tamil Nadu could regulate
— but not prohibit — games of skill

£,not equalto th broaderdisce Lo gon although the broader question of state
His statement hasgemraledalutafbuzxmlapanue academic circles L receiving ernthesector. } jurisdiction awaits a Supreme Court rul-
dozens of signatories so far, including from some influential Al safety researchers Developrments in Tamil Nadu, Karna- ing Thislegal complexity underscores the
overseas. Inani e with Nikkeed Asia, he argued that cultural diffe nAsia taka, reflect that thesta- nead fora unified yet indusive approach,
aremaore likely hleseeing hines as peers instead of asad ies, Whilethe tes g In to addre: ¥ Rather down madel,a coop
U has produced Al-inspired characters Iilceme"' I he haveenvi- gapslnme run- uptoa prehensi Ive i vk where the states and
sioned friendli i like Astro B he told the (
[t’s Illcelyhls omnmentshdllfa]lnndmfem though, Ilkemmanyuimeothmnl
omenturn.And il
evergettonn i Idspurc " E EDITOR

hmmd debate, [t's fair tosaythat sume ufthe mdu.m;fs faun on far-off, sammflc

oy displacement, .fmrwnahtmfnngv.-
ment,or reneging on cdimate c'hange gaals
Stl]l,\'amakawa 5 pwpngal isia timely re- up onan Al saﬁlydebale that has lan-
Ishadi di
andthe ahsmceafgu\vemm With memptlma nf[umpe,mnst plmdlctlumha\ve

not

affmdwmmahhnﬂmuml]n stoo late,

Industryhas b 1

¥ -
puter systemns that. are smarterthan humans,it’syet tobe determined whetherwe'll

Welcome thaw

Apropos of “Reset in Kananaskis® (FE,
lune 19), regardless of what circum-
stances led to a late invite for Prime
Minister Marendra Modi, the G7 sum-
mit allowed a personal interaction
between him and his Canadian coun-

PM of Canada, Justin Trudeau, took a
Ene that went against Indian interests.
Thankfuly, this seems to be a thing of
the past as both nations have reset
ties. Indians living in Canada would be
more than happy at this turn of events,
which have restored the cordiality
between the two nations. However,

terpart. Cordial relati b any
twio sovereign nations is the pivet for

everget there, But setting godlike Al as the goalpost has created alot of

dipl and ideally should nat
depend onwho is at the helm. Sadly,
that wasn't the case when the former

dunlwﬁmmmgerlns.
be mesit in viewing these as guesand
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he killing of Hardeep Singh Nijjar is an
frritant and the sooner the murder
case is sohved the better it would be
faor Inda-Canadian relations,
=Anthany Henriques, Maharashtra

age-gating, KYC,and need forrespon-
:Iblesamlng rneasures, but further refine-
ments such as content ratings and

national market.

To make this frrmework truly effec-
tive, it is vital to involve states as active
partners in pnlicymalcing.ﬂllsis where

Aoollabarame appmach where the Can-
together
monised ensure mml.s

parental controls could be
|n|nﬂymthstateswtad(leaddlcﬂmand

tency, Iegal certainty, and robust

With over 30% of India’s population
engaged in gaming, the absence of cohe-
sive oversight has allowed illegal plat-

cross India. At the

et p

address reglon-specific concems, creating
a well-rounded and resilient regulatory

ol ]

Israel-Iran ripples

apropos of “End of a nuclear order”
(FE, June 19), last week's eruption of a
conflict between israel and kan was
quite unexpected. While Iran was at
the negatiating table with the LS on
its nuclear research and development,
|srael's attack targeting Iranian nuchear
installations, scientists, and research
personnel took the world by surprise.
The devastation caused in lranis
unimaginable, With civilians fleeing

i 1i i
gaming.

Iran in fear of fresh attacks by lsraeli
forces, ndia, which is friendly towards
both nations, is caught in & delicate
situation. The fear of Iran closing its
borders and sea rautes for trade is
sending jittters among many nations,
as a complete halt on movement of
goods or alternative circuitous routes
could force them to spend more on
ferrying goods.

—RV Baskaran, Pung
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EDITORIAL

PEACEIN
PERIL

Toer kasest boeder flare-up between Cambe
i ane Thatland has grown well beyond a
vt liplomsatic spat, Wt began with
 shioet but lethal exchange of fire an May
28 v sbiver af disgpused “no-man's Land
s srncawbablead [t full-blown nationsal mobilisition;
tens of thoasands marched through Phoom Penh on
Weddnesday chanting patriotic soaps and pledging
Tealty s thye army, wl lﬁ‘ulr Banghok has tghtened cros
I hners, barwed Thal casloe warkers from enter
I Cambodia and waried Its nationals bo sy sway,
Plancen Penb has replied with & sweeplig enbarge
on Thad movies, television serials, fresh produce and
even International Internet lnks routed teough That
T, Cine Cambadian soldier is already dead; nefther
slele comests that act, anly whe shot fiest, The spus
I bnflamed by an BOO-kibometre frontier never prop
erly dernarcated since the French drew thelr 1907
colinial map, When Cambadian taogs sang thele
tsatfcinal aratbiim ot an anclen border e in Febs
ruary It ook ondy minutes for Thal soldbers 1o serive
andd brade Insults. Hissory sits heavily bire. Mensories
of the 2001 firefights aroursd the Presh Vibear wemple
still shape pulslic apinsan, and every new skirmbsh
I bnstandly cast as proad of perfidy by the other sde,
Nationalist Ir||l||r|-.=nuu+hnl and lewr sicial
el have turised a cartographiic ansblgulty o an
exisbential grievance, ensuriig that even madest retal
Ity steps—frult bans, visa limits—lansd like blows
o vsagional homor, Vet the border iseld s almost
Incidental o much decper polisical undercurments
ruling bath countries ‘n Bangkok, Prime Mindster
Pagtonglarn Shinawatr—already navigating a sull
powerful military and the long shadow of her fathers
exlle—canai afford 1o appear weak, Banghoks news
papers paint out that every major Thal coup snce
1691 s e preceddied by a bosder standodl with
elther Cambodia or Myanamas, In Phisoen Penh, Hun
Sen, though no loager peime minlster, remalns the
lipensable nationallst patron; his son and succes
sior i Manet owes s legitimacy to projecting the
s uncomp ronsing defence of Khmer saveneignty

The Internatsonal Court of Justice, which awarded
Preah Vibeas 1o Cambodia in 1962 and clarified the
ruallag i 2003, i ence again Plaoom Penbis instg
et of chosoe, Cambeodia has Aled a fresh petition
caverlig several contested pockies, inchuding the siie
of May's firefight; Thalland refuses the courts jurls
ictian wnd fslsts on reviving a bilasersl boundary
comitiee set up in 2000 Meanwhile, both armbe
hawe qulitly resnforced Borwand buses. A rare face
o face between thele chieds carlier this month erded
with stateenents of “cabn” but o tmetable o restart
Juabt survieys of the Trontlee. Add b ti-for-tat cul
turul elalms—emer everything From shadow-box in
o spcy papsaya salad—and the combastilde mix o
wisitsded peide, econamie pasn and unresobved car-
tography becosses clear, Far ASEAN, which has his
tarically prized consersus aver confrontation, the
blsprte s a sbern stress-test: 1 iwo faunding mem
bers cannat keep falth with the block pledge to seile
ispates peacefully, its vaumted "ASEAN Wy looks
threndbare:

Trndbia, swiths 0 ey haared-Desroot Desscons in bownd-
ary managensent, should watch this drama with
miare s passing cursosdty. Our lnvestenents in the
Siharsukville corridor and the Thal Eastern Bco
ke Zone hinge o6 reglonal stabilty; so do cru
clal sea-lanes for trans-shipped lsdian exports, New
Dbl therefore has stakis—aned experience—to offer
Chubet back-channd facilitation, sechnical advice an
Juabt bownclary commsdsskons, oF even sapport foe an
ASEAN -minus-two mediating panel would serve
Enalials Iisterests while relnforclig its profile s a con
structive Indo-Pacific parties, But the larger mosal
I unsiversal, Colonbal-era lies, frozen in antique
suarvieys, retala an enmative ol that mdern car-
tagraphy alone canot defuse, Confidence bullding
measres—shased border markets, demlarised
Teritage wones, coordinated patrabi—are chiap com
pased to the econonmlc and hurman cost of escalation.
Cambodia and Thallad st step back from perfar
mative ane-upranship and Munnnpnllmur:'llml
Lt wark, whether under the 1G] shadow ar 8
relivvented bilateral mechanksim, I they do not, every
cancelled tour group, every reiting trucklosd of frult
at the framier, and every grieviag soldier’s family will
testify o the price of betting histary diciate the futuse,
The reglon—and India—cannot atford anather flash
bt whien the South China Seu bs already ablao:
with shvalry. 1t bs time for Phacens Penh and Banghok

N

AN UNHEALTHY ALTERNATIVE

W camie from the land of tea; we cannat aperate wilhout
test, Hirwever, this lave for tea ca bring traiiles if we
are sipping it out of paper cups that fave eplaced safer
alternatives, such as ihe konke tea glasies and madkas,
These coaps are lined with o this bayer of plastic, which
alisiregrates when ot ligutd, such as tea or soup thal

15 served with momos, is poured doio them. This plastic,
wihrlch ety aecumdated over time, ca bead 1o sevious
ailiments siach as decrensed fertiliny, tryroid e, and
the mast dreded of disenses, carcer. These paper cups
are alsa ot Wadegradiable, as the plastic content miakes
it alifficad b decompase. So these paper cups are no
natture=ernbractg as we thought of o be so it will be o
airsart s fo b all paper cups before these lnle things
warser our already worse condition,

— NOOPUR BARUAH, TEZPUR via email

Lo en 1o it [ters ba tha sditon ar vend thom 1o
. feet caon sl sed yain carmments 1s The fibive,
MM P, Prstap Blurwen, § Babuodsr Skl Taler Marg, New Delbi |10 007

DearEditor /

DIPANKAR DEY

Prime Minister

Narendra Modi's
visit to Cyprus

Is likely to be
perceived as o
sign of India's
proximity with its
regional rivals

by Turkey

VIJAYASREE
RADHAKRISHNAN

W
URREMTLY

The Missing Compass?

Amid Israel-Tran conflict, India’s silence at global forums,

risky entanglements in IMEC,

and a detour to Cyprus expose the cracks in its foreign policy and strategic foresight

e Lsraed- Iran war began on I||l|=
13, when lsruel targeted In
alan military and nuclear ulu.
reportedly killing 78 people,

including three senbor security officials,

the country’s top meclear negatisior, All

Shamkhanl, and causing damage o the

Nutunz nuclear facility. In response, lran

launchid o barrage of ballistic missiles

and dranes eady Sausday, resulting Inat

Dieast thiee fatalitles and bnjuring dozens

moee. The next day, lna strongly worded

o Chrganization (5C0),
which India and Iran are also members,
sikd member states hid expressed con
cern and strongly condemned the lsrell
stelkes on lean, characterislng them as
wiolations of intermatbonal law and the
UN Charter. However, underscoring
its own wnwillingness to criticise larael,
Indla lssued a separate statement almost
concurrently, clarifying that it was not
part of the SCO declson-making on this
matter. The current [ndian government s
a major ally of baraed and last week India
abstalned from votlng durbng the Unted
Nutlons genera] Asembly (UNGA) resa
Bution fior & ceasefire in Gaza, abandon
g Indials peincipled stand against was,
agalnst genoclde, and for justice, 149
counteles voted for the UNGA resolu
ton foe o censefine In Ciaza, while India
abstalned, As of June 14, Gaza death 1ol
mears 55,300 us Israel continues brutal
wir i Pabestindans, Crver 128,400 Pal
esthnlans have also been Injured b the
wasanlt since October 2023,

“The Dsrnel-Iran was oay cont e for o
bong tiime, which will have a majos impact
an ghobal peace and the econormy, More
than 10,000 Lidians {mostly students) are
stranded in Iran, and due to the closure
of alrspace, the security of the stranded
Tnellans has become a major concern,
Evacuntbon thraugh Tran’s land borders
with Pakistan, Afghanistan, and Turkey
i ki ruled out due to Indiss confron
tational relations with these countries, In
adddigdony 1o this, the future of the much
hyped Indis Mhltl st Economibe Cor
sldor (IM ch connects India and
Gireece via UAE, laraed, and Saudi Ara
bk, 15 0t risk, The Indlan company Adanl
Ports & Speckal Economic Zone (APEZ)
had nequired & majority stake in loraels
Halfa port for a total conslderation of
FU18 billion In 2023, As the war intensd
T, the shares of APEZ dropped around
2 percent on June 18,

India needs an alternative 1o Halfa
tor b the IMEC drewim alive, Indias
Prime Minlster visited Cyprus on his
way o Canada 1o attend the G7 Sum
ol held from 1517 June. Though
Tndia I not o member of the Group of 7
70 = wn knformal group of the wordds
seven developed countries; USA, Britaln,
France, ltaly, Germany, Japan, and laly

Tnnclia has beens invited, since 2019, 10
the Outreach sesslon of the G7 Summit,
T oway b recalled, after Modi got elected

ik the second Wi In 2009, Indla-China

i, the 10-member Shanghal

The lsrael-lran wor may inue for o b

relations suwddenly turned cold, After the
Tndian Prime Minlster visied the USA
In September, India dec
China-initiated Reglonal ©
for Econamic Pastnership (1

wrond, the Tndian Prime Minksters visit
1o Cyprus needs o be analysed,
Cyprus visit

Cyprus bs an bdand cowntry b the
eastern Mediterranean. Though situated

November 2019, The 500 G7 sunmmit
was hebd amidst lslng geog I e
stons, nchuding continued Ukralne-Rus
s war.cuvulnl\‘:m ternsdons n the Middle
East bn the wake of the strikes between
Tran and Lrne], s well as o trade war teig
gered by US President Donald Teumph
tarkil policies, The Summit ended ina
fiaseo ad Tramp left the Group of Seven
sumamdt n Canada o day early due o the
shtvntbon b the Middle East, Accordin
to maedla reports, the US president Iu&
decided not o sign onto o G7 statement
calling for de-eacalation between Iran
and lirael, but later that day, he signed
anto a satement which called “lran as
the principal source of reglonal instabil
Ity and tereoa!” AL the G7, it was Trump
kit the The divisions within
the "Western |Illli|l)" e been brought
out o the apen, observed Le Monde,
G7 leaders trled vo salvage thelr sum
b wller Trumph early exit, effectively
ikl iGE ded by Eusopean mem
bers, The Indian Prime Minister did not
el an opportunity o speak to the US
President on the sidelines of the Sum
mit. However, Madi spoke to hin over
the phione before beaving Canada, Mean.
whb&v. the US President has lnvited the
Pabkbstan A vy Chief at the White House
an Wednesday.
Significantly, on fune 17, at the China
Central Asda Summibt in Astana, Knzakh
stan on June 17, 2025, Chinese President
Xi inplog signed & treaty to ebevate tes
with Central Asian nutions as Beljing
loaks to further deepen cooperation on
traabe, energy, and bnfrastructuse with the
rERGURCE-F

nglsm .r\)m!ml this back:

I Wt Asla, s cubtuzal ldentity and gea

ul B
impartant isdand |3 lacated southeast of

Gineeoe, south of Turkey, west of Syris and
Lebanon, northwest of lsrel and Pales
tne, and north of Egypt, The sland was
split into twor 974 Turk

e
s fnvashon, Since then, the island of

Cyprus is practically divided into two,
the Reepublic of Cyprus bn the south and
the Turkish Il.‘-plﬂmvuf Northern Cyprus
In the north,

The Republic of Cyprus will assume
the presidency of the Councll of the
European Unlon in the first hall of 2026,
for thyee second e, 149 years aftes the first
I 2002, In the Wordd Passpont Index,
Cyprus Passport ranks 70, A Cyprus eiti
et can travel visasfree 1o 175 countries.
Hetween 2014 and 2020, 66 Indians man
aped 1o oblaln Cyprus passpoets under
ha tasc havienis “golden passpont” schime,
The Iuadiian Express, n collaboration with
the Tnternational Consortium of Invest)
witlve Journalists (CH L, reported, as part
of Cyprus Confidentdal, Cyprus Confi
dentlal is o workdwide offshose peobe of
3.6 million docurments exposbig a tradl of
companles established in Cyprus asa tax
Taven by global elites, inchuding Russian
allgarchs, Amang the 66 Indlans who got
ey “golden passport” s Vinod Adanl,
Gt Adanl's elder brother, reports
the WIRE.

Ad Cyprus b set Lo assume the B
Council |1rultluln. next year, it has
become a pivetal Ll i’uk in the India
Middle East-Europe Economic Corrl
dnrtIMll'] akd Brahina C)

Chasmg a Mirage

||anqu. o Wi

Imspoct on globel peoce ond the susmamy

noted securlty analyst. Modis visit to
Cyprus — the first by any Indian PM in
23 yeurs — saw the two skdes discussing
effarts 1o scale wp cooperation bn defence,
securlty, wnd connectivity with focus on
IMEC, Conslgnment may avold Haifa
poet and sail 1o Cyprus from Saudi Ars
bk, Shipplag cargo by sea from Jeddah
o Limassol, Cyprus, takes soughly | day
and 17 hours.

As Indla bs actively negotiating with
the European Unbon for an India-EL
FTA, Limassol port ln Cyprus will be a
strategle port for IMEC, But Prime Min
bster Narendra Modls vislt to Cyprus ks
Likely b be percelved as a sign of Indids
proximity with s reglonal rivals by Tur
lery, This asessment of PM Modis visit
o Cyprus, by security snalysts, comes
o the back of twe broad contexsts: Tur
key's backing of Idamabad durlng the
Inin-Pukistan conflict, and Ankara and
Nicoskak strained relations. It may be
mentioned that Turkey Is & member of
NATO, Ching wlso enjoys very cordial
relatbons with Cyprus.

1 osee aunlynu the ll-concetved for
elgn policies of the Modi governmant,
bt will Indicate the sbsence of drategic
thinking in the policy-making group,
A strategie doctrine outlines the over
arching principles, polickes, and meth.
ocds a natlon or eoganization employs 1o
achieve s strtegle goals, partbcularly
b the context of natlonal security and
defence. Ik slence when ten million
resbdents of Tehran, the capltal of o sov
exelgn natlon, are threatened b ‘evacuate
nmaedianely’ by the dected President of
the USA and when India abatains from
vorlng for ceass fire 1o save thousands of
Innocents ?«lple from genocide in Gaza,
Indicates that Modis Incia has become
unprinclpled, weak and spineless.

Rews expreised ase persovial

India’s ascent to hecome the world’s thivd-largest economy in GDP terms may be inevitable,
but unless growth transtates into equitable well-heing, it visks becoming a hollow milestone

That b the impli
cation of being
the world's
third-largest
econoniy? Over the past week,
discussions around  Indias
ascent Lo soon overtaking
Tapan, bused on the Tnterns
tonal Monetary Pund's (IMF)
2024 projections, have recetved
slgnilicant medls traction,
According 1o the IME, Tndias
nominal GOP s expected w

)
Now. The NITT Asyogs further
asserthon that India is already
the worlds third-largest econ-
oy in purchusng power
parity (PPP) terms, and s

Inelia's rise to the feurth plogs s gl
[

Ithare,

o track 1o do so bn neminal
terms rekindles old questions
with new urgency: 1; apregale
GO a ful measire of

While India
may appear
formidable with
a projected USD
4.1 trillion GDP
in 2025, its per
capita income—
about USD
2,800 (nominal)
and USD 9,000
(PPP)—tells

a far more
mocest story

where multilateral develop-
ment banks (MDBs) no longer

In GDP, the per caplta lmy
tons would be strained.

P rankings must nat sbiswre the persistont weoknesses in

qllvu- gross national income (GNI)
With  per capita remalng bow, and the

i instinutional and structural
velorma are ot in place. Cur
vently, Indias growth remang
fuctor-accumulation deiven,
not productivity-led—a model
that is ultimately unsustain
able, Growth should be pro
pelled endogenously, following
the Solow Swan moute so as o
tu the trup.

-h.hullng nominal GDP
milestones may be politically
useful, but they are develop-
wneritally insufficient. Inclids rise
o fourth place In global GDP
rankings must not ohscure
the persistent weaknesses in
ul-pl:-ynmﬂ healtheare, and
Income distribution. It |s imgser-
atlve for media and palicy-
wakers o move beyond GOP
Fetlshissm and sdopt a com-
posite scorecard of national

development?

A the heart of the L lies
the dominant wse of nominal
GOP based on market exchange
rates us @ benchmark for com-
paring economies, As early
s the 19708, Simon Kuznets
winred that “The welfare of o
nation can scarcely be inferred
Tromn w measwre of natlonal
income”™ This bs especlally rel-
evant In the case of develop-
Ing economies, For lower-cost
economiles Hke [ndia, even PPP-
Based meteles can antificlally
inflate GDE:

Hack In the days of glory of
MDBa as primary funders, high
appe gmwlh figures even with

s .|h¥ -
naled 1o attract funds as a lever
Tor development, In a world

play the dorminant funding role
they once did, why does policy
discourse remain obsessed with
GDP growihi

Tt is high time we expand the
lens b include per caplia con-
stderations, While India may
appear formidable with o pro-
Jected USD 4,1 wrillion GDP in
2025, its per caplta income—
about USD 2800 {(nominal) and
USD 9,000 (PPF)—tells a far
more modest story.

Tnnclia's ambition 1o resch a
LISD 30 erillbon GINP by 2047
hinges on sustalning 6-8 per
cent real growth annually, cou-
plec with 45 per cent intlation,
Mathematically, this trajectory
seems feasible and inevitable,
But the question of substance
wver seabe ks important, Even I
Indka reaches USD 30 trillion

a projected population of 1.6
billion, nominal per capita
Income may stlll be under USD
20,000—well below today's
Digh-income threshobds, Worse,
I income Inequality worsens,
miedian Incomes may nol rise
algnificantly, meaning the aver-
ape Indian might not feel ricl
&

T
e Impressive M-
nomle fgures,

Indicative of this 1s the
e blas seen
released HDI
aplle rising GOR,
India’s Humn I}cwﬂ(lwlwul
Inelex (HDTD eank remaing low
(though we cimbed up three
ranks forward). This rises o
wruchl question: Wil India
wrow equitably—or merel

wrow large? Life expectancy an

lineracy sates are inproving, but

bottom 40 per cent of Indians
conthiue to strugghe with access
o healtheare, employment, and
sandtation,

Ennclin would nod be the first
country 1o climb the GDP
runkings without achieving
high-incomse status, This situa-
thon would be (deally termed as
the "milddle-income trap, Bra-
il South Adrica, and Malay-
sl all grew rapidly, only o
stagnate ar_ middle-lncome
levels. The “middle-income
traps” the concept by Gill and
Kharas {2007}, describes how
countries fall w transition
from low-cost manufactur-
ing to innovation-led econo-
mdes, India, with s low R&D
apending, skills mismatch, and
pooely tormalised labos mar-
kets, may risk the same fute,

prrlormance,

As Dand Rodeil reminds
s, economic development I a
watdonal project, bullt on insi-
Lutlons—not |ust statistics, For
Inadla, reaching US4 teillion
o even USD 30 urillion in GDP
I less lnpartant than ensuelng
that  billion live better,
Fullir lves. 'hw‘ll‘\l) 30 tril-
T GIP deear may be bnev-
Etable 1o scale, but elasive in
substance,

India’s journey shall shift
From symbaolism to substunce,
From aggregates o averiges,
aned ultimately toward Inclusiv-
iy and resilience, The coming
decades offee nod just an oppor-
ity e grow—but a chance 1o
trwnsdorm; economically, insti-
tutlonally, and socially,

Vaews expressed ane personal
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Will he strike Iran, or not?
Trump keeps all guessing

1 is not often that US President Donald Trump sits for too long on the
horns of any dilermima, 1t is belng reported that he had approved a plan
to attack lran and then hung back only to give Iran time o ponder on
whether to end its nuclear programme, or probably he is just timing
an American offensive on military advice, But there will be no Uturns
once he decides to go into another of the “forever wara” that he promi
o avoeld while campaigning for the Presldent’s job in 2024,

A third US afreraft carrier group is on its way to the Middle East, bur it
18 far from certain Truomp wllli'lnhn thie United States back to 2003 when his
prodecessor Gearge W, Bush ordeved a full-scale invasion of Irag. But thes,
s 'll'\lmp sald, no one knows what he will do, not even Trump, 1 mean,
vou don't Know that I'm geing to mn dao i You don’t know, | may doit, |
may net do it | mean, nnhndr nows 'whal I'm going to do,” Trump
said. And that explaing everything — or nothing,

Trump may be facing resistance from within his inner cirele, his
Republican party base and the American community in general, His stints
in the Situation Room and his comments about lh.e)\yam lahs of lran have
made everyone uneasy about where this is heading. The word is that
while he may be rel urmnthtn I;fb:rsmwltn A l{mll uslamwar lel:e

it atill be congldering taking out the nuelear

Apart from angling - Ficf1iy in Farvow.
for the Mobel Peace The potential consequences of a direct US

ftrlkﬁ:n lrlan. with heavy hl.ll’lkl-‘l'-h-\.lﬂm; bl?lll'l|-"l1

ng that only America can carry out and whicl
be worthless in this iil obviously be done only through stealth
bomhern plloted by Americans, are b grave o
contemplate. The repercussions could go far
beyond Iran retallating on US bases n the
{md&lr M“hm re 'n;un Ec‘!]:a;m:"lhal the worlil

taelf wo estabillised I the Tran regime s

mind about off- 1, m-n. Sis ! il

for craating  Far from not belng the era of wars, it would
appear this is the era of ne-holds-barred bomb-
ing, which began with Viadimir Putin dropping
bomba on Ukeaine on Febroary #4, 2022, while sending in troops on the
pround and larael tak ln{:o tnlm! Innn Inst the Detober 7, 2021, Himas ter-
ror strlke to dispro nately high levels in u“xet bombing of the Gaza
Strip, taking on the Hexbollah in Lebanon a now attacking lran's
nuclear facilitles.

l‘hew ks mo lemder in today’s multipolar world whose word may be suffi-
elent to bring adversaries to the negotlating table, Apart from angling i'mr
the Mobel Peace Prize, which might be wort I.enln this conflicted world
raging wars, there seems o be no place in Trump's mind about off- ramp
for creating negotiating space. And yet he makes egotistic clalms that

ne, ncluding the Iranians, wants to come o the White House to
miest him,

Iran has been clear enough in its stand that so long as the aggresaion con-
tnues — along with its retalistion measures that even struck hospitals
and schools in Isragl — there is no space for engaging with adversaries

ross the table, At a time when peace 1s at a pre '—:ﬁum. there appears (o
he no roon for dinlogue and diplomacy. We must fear for the world if the
“anything can happen" position continues to define the present.

Pass for faster highway travel

e new FASTag Annual Pass, introduced by Union road transport
I and highways minister Nitin Gadkari on June 18, represents a quall-
tative improvement to India’s existing highway toll collection sys-
tem, It will save the time and effort of frequent users of national and state
highways in the country, and therefore, it is a welcome initiative,
he concept of FASTags, which utilises Radio Frequency Identification
(RPID) technology for making cashless toll payments, was introduced by
the Marendra Modi government {n 2016 It allowed the vehlcles to pass
seamlessly through the woll plazas, making the users save on time as well

as fuel,
Following the dramatic improvement in the

Tha toll
toll eollection process, the povernment made
FASTags mandatory from January 1, 2021, gly. Pl by a person Is
Ing & big booat to the lssuance of RFID cards, 50 As the
'II'I:;num er of FASTags increased phenomenal- average toll paid
y from 2489 crores in January 2021 to 1096 whoul
crores in May 2025, which validates people's for 200 tripa d

be $10,000, the
1 il tall ¢ .
o outh the people ﬁ“‘:‘ﬂ.,"f,"':..:{ﬁ?ill&u, i FASTag Annual

payents, the requirement to \1 Pass could also

quately funded has created problems for fre- help to
vent travelleva, I they forget to add funds to

‘La wallet, drivers could get stranded at the toll save up to 17,000

plaza, vesulting in traffic congestion and a wagte annually.

of time, The FASTag Annual Pass is expected

address this problem as it would be valid l'nr B0 trips or for one year,
wh'l;-.hnvar Is llmnml'blﬁ‘t e 1L patd

The average tol @ person 4 850 per trip. As the average toll pal

for 300 trlpnhwnuld]l‘:e l]lﬂlm the FAS lhhpAnlau.tﬁ Pass cnuhlnl:fhl-lpppeo
ple to save up e 27,000 annually, On the Aip side, however, 1t would not be
of any great help for people who use highwirys occasionally and will not be
acceptable for alrport toll charges amongst others, If the f;nvarmmm
makes it acmpt.ahl.e For all types of road-related payments, including park-
Ing fees, it would become a truly ublquitous card,
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Do lower fertility, poverty

I LONE YoU

MORE THAN CHINA

LONES YoU

rates improve well-being?

Sanjeev Ahluwalia

he UN Population
Fund  (UNFPA)
eatimates.  that
India's  papula-
than will reach s
lml( Ty 206, weith the fevtil-
ity ratio (the average live
bilrths per woman between
15 to A9 years of aged al
ready 1.4 — lower than the
commonly assumed sus-
tainable level of 21, This
cheers the hearts of all
Indians born before the
wear 2000 wha ure‘w l.l]l
hlm:m#ﬂm
latbon or ecnnnm Ic
growth, To put this in con-
teet, fertility rates are dece
lining and the global pogu-
lation is expected to imk
Defoire 2000, The global fer-
tility rafe in 2025 18 22 va-
rying from LA in high-in-
eoene coisritries o LB for the
least developed countries,
Indm is ahead In this
i

have been short-lived. Most
such ended within forty
years. Declining fertility
and populations induee a
swing to the other exireme
of incentivised birthing, as
In China and Singapore,
because low fertility results
I uncompetitive labour
costs @ & shrinking
domestic market — bat
are damaging for economic
wowth, The UNFPA good
pirdsctiee nsaerts that a nor-
mative fertllity vate is
L] eral, and it must be
contextually determined,
Plans o achleve the desired
fertility rate must never be
coercive hecauss such reg
ulations tend 10 deprive

women ir reproduc
tive rights, e
“The  Real  Fertility

Crigls” (UNFPA 2005) per-
sanalises the fertility tran-
sition in I|:|1Ia by t|~ac1m,
three of &

d 10 less
Muelnprsdmunlrlnlwhlch
have an average festility
rate af .4, This corvelation

een development and a
lowering of the Beetilicy pate
reflegts A COMSENSNE ar
rived a1 glmsce the 19708,

At the time, explosive
papulation growth created
a global “fertlity boom",
Lringing managing popuka-
tlan growth front and cen-
tre _in development ?dlca'.
Imeluding in Indin In the
mml decade of this centy-

pulation antmly

Im mptmtd the pubitic and
t;nllurxl Imagiration, even

low Fertility developed
countries, manifesting as
anti-immigration activism
mixed as 4 for main-
tainirg the dominant rmeial
identity,

Even America, the poster
Ly of imanigration-led dey-
elopment, sustained econ
mie growth and nnovation
alnee the mIdJIIXh oomtury,
and the fvoured desting
tan for mest Indians, has
succumbad 1o this angety,

"Papulation snmelf,l
induced coercive popula-
tion contrel was  most
notable in China, with dele
terious outcomes, [ndia’s
biriel copyeat atiempt was
fortiltously terminated in
the mid1970s. Coercive
attempts 1o reduce feriility

Indian family. A ..mnd
mather who lived under
patrlarchal control in the
19606, hi no awareness of
coniraception or volee in
the timing or numher m‘
children she had,
daughiter in e 19908 had
same knowledge of cantra-
oopllmn | bt I:tue
ecide the num
nr chilldren uhrh
ull.‘ﬁ.‘d tw lhe &‘Eﬁ'lwace
for
Iy-marnml gruddanuhler
in the 2e0s has already
deeided with her hushand,
B, i
{alighil p T o
ment |~2‘nn: s that they can

ive them thedr best,
This vignette exemplifies
why and hew Indi has

transitioned demagrapli-
cally even at low per capita
oo Jevels — vin exten-
alve povernment outreach,
support for public health
and medical facilities for
pre- and post-natal care,
and by an extension af pul-
lie and privare educational
facklitles for women. ‘This
tnsk s incomplete, and
results vary significantly
acroRs communities and
regions, The tend line for
gender-sensitive develo

ment palley, however,

drawn It includes reserva-
thon far wornen of ane-third

of seats in India's Parli
et fo increase thedr reg-
resendation from the exiat-
ing 14 per cent
tance where even UNFI'A
would support a “forced
duwu- by legal means,
Together with reaching
sustninable fertility rates,
Indla has a]m Nduce-i
poverty, IE
assesaes th al
the pear in bndia decllned
firom 27.1 per cent i 201011
to B85 per cent in B2
Tused o SPPE 3,0 {(2021) per
day per person poverty
line, Purchasing Power
Parity (PPP) differs from
the marked-hased currency
exchange mte. 1t eatimates
e {moome required for a
simllar qnall.lyotmnaum‘r
thoNl ACIORS. COUNLEIES.
neutralises high subsidies
and Jower kabour costs (as
i Indlin and mest develog-
gy countries) which boost
the veal income of Bouse:
Tobids pven o they are lower
i dollais a1 the exchany
rate, This is o useful gnlﬁ:‘
for equalising pay for
employees  ACTORS  Coun-
Iries, as I8 ry for
Inulllmum]n mﬂ the
World Hank.

PPP in Indla quadruples
netional nominal meeme
and dowbles it in China, Hut
anyone would pather eam
the equivalent in dollars
thean enjoy & highes notkan-
al (FPF) value of & lower
Income In INR or yuan,
This Is why nationglist
economists  preder  that
countries should develop
their own poverty lise,
relating well-be m mini:
T brsearme leve 1
T LAY WA, 'Ulnhn Ba
logie to that. One reason
this acquires urgency is
that even as per l?él'ld
Hank  formulations, the
APPEOREANE CUTTE pover-

Lie bevel fio Il 15 20010

1§20, up From the earli-
er W17 P IS.I&S cnllw
spanding to lving

tons aeross lowes mIMJe
mcome  countries,  like
Irdin,

coordination, patriatism n]TwmmW' o mrehc&cuﬂnl
o, patriatism and loy: s
tem-atnte started em 5”

dmmnnmvﬂhnmmnlnmw military s con-
stitutionally wired, it |8 critical to balanos such mil

et Jomg history of Emmigration,
i soldier bel 1 ﬁ“ﬂuﬂﬂﬂlwiﬂclﬁw"ﬂl\'d

erbeans never felt

need huidmmhwn
eles, lmportantly, the US military needed no such

O his basis, poverty in
Inelln declined from 574 per
et In 200011 o ZLES per
cent in 222, Kconomist
Surfit Bhalla, earlier a
member of the PM's Ee
anomic Advisary Counell,
advorates an upward revi-
sdom i the poverty line.

About 27 per cent
Indin's population alr
benefits now fron multiple
wellare meagures. This in-
coherence between claimed
low poverty levels and
mech higher nuhnldylmh
I8 often, ervoneously, wsed
10 question the nar Ier re-
duction in poverty from
162 per cent in 2011 to 215
per e in 2022 a1 the earli-
er 417 rate af FPPSL1S (in
221 revised o PPP§ILD)
applicable for Jow-income

BOONDTES,

Formally adopting the
PP level preseribed for
lowesr ik de-incoanse courn-
ries seems appropriate for
universal coverage of the
pook, even though the res-
ul.um. pauen& levels would

Inerense statistically.

Measuring wellieing s
far more complicated, The
OECD has a “Well-helng
Framewerk™ to nssess so-
clal progress. The UNDP
“Human Development Ind-
ex” evaluates well-helng

1de expectancy, edu-
catban, and bncare metrles,
The Waorld Hap mesa
Report ranks cowntr
social support, n-omma
and corvuption metrics,
Indlia dioess mit fare well an
any of these indices, rela-
tive to its achievements in
reducing fertility, paverty
and mhmiltmg economic
growth, The 2000 partner
ship between Werllnhnk
for Planet  Earth, a
Japanese charitable fnul:-
dation, and Gallup, a U8
palling specialiat, generates
survey data from 150,000
respandents annually, an
Teivw they view wellbeing,
could  collaborate
with Japan to develop glob-
allg' actionable contextual
weell-being medrics for eval-
wating national polickes an
equity  and  economic

vt — fhat 15, If we can

at get around Amart 'a
Sen's 'l'MO radoa af thy
“Paretian Liberal™ ﬁmm
denn 0 optimise sconom-

lﬂ&lnhcy with individ-

The writer is
Isringuished Felfow,
Chimtan Research
Foundation, and was
earlier with the IAS and
the Woedd Bask

nndwithnnmlﬂan

it banst, earlier),

LETTER

WORK 12 HOURS!

The Karnataka govern-
ment’s move to legalise a
12-hour workday for IT pro-
fessionals is irrational. They
are already coerced to
work beyond legal hours
without overtime pay or
protections. If the govern-
ment formalises this under
corporate pressure, It will
legitimise exploitation and
reduce employees to ma-
chines. It's proven globally
that longer working hours
don't improve productivity
but cause burnout and
deterioration of mental
health. This proposal
undermines labour rights
and shows blatant disre-
gard for employes well-
being in a sector that dri-
vas the state's economy.
Scrap such regressive
labour ‘reforms’.
N. Sadhasiva Reddy
Bengaluru

HOSPITAL CRUELTY

A MAN DIED in hospital bed after
his dialysls was Interrug

d by a
wercut in the ital in Uttar
vadesh’s Bijnore. The victlm's

mother kept inslsting the siaff start
|!|r.- geueramr m continue  the
hospital authority
m:xlm'ltlm ‘EnErator 15 not

It was an

mlsuman erime in a plam that is
dutybound to provide gntll'nll prog-
er weatment on time, Such a heart-
wrenching case bs heard of ravely,
Doctors muat abide by & modicum of
ethics. They must not discriminate

between patients,
Madeem Aasim
Mumbal

CLIMATE UNREADY

RANCHI'S SCHOOL closures due to
exireme heat raise a disurbing ques
tlml' 1a Mamlﬂg now weather-depen-
dent? Education can’t be at the mevcy
of the mr.w:ury While safety matbers,
kree-jerk closures expese our lack ol
Ing, Where are the heat-vesistant
elmmouu“ Thi shadid ;a“r arens!
?lw- school how e talk of
|J||,|lal ndia, but whmmn Climate
Ready India® If n few degrees can shut
dlowm benrning, what happens when cli-
mate extremes become the new nor-
mal? Temporary shuidewns may offer
reliel, but they cost children congisten-
ay. eapeclally in rural areas, Shoukdn't
we be investing in infrmstriicture that
ensures aducation continves, rain or

shine?
Hasnain Rabbani
Mumbal

les where the  th of the Gulf War) was held —d tumiarme‘NnKI.nal" hanner) awalnal hils (libernl
military might were seen 1o militate agaimnst the agn ‘I\u:x peresided over
American notion of democratlc keals. Sucl miiflarnﬁr on June Id umm Ely col
a larger natlonal ll!.gu* Egrﬂnden typically, the standard insruments  cied with birthiday! Despite the deaftdod:
e Day oy by the “other side” during the Cold War, ﬁa irsjg {nel ll‘lmllmﬂ! hcim-
hol anil 5o these were shunned, hammehmmnln]dleraumwhndm‘hw
Due i nehlltve lnck of history, given America's nmumlhehamn‘rnhdmamplm and slanlla

mn&nim mlmmmmmmum towards

these lmmlan houama symbols of natlnna] Reglment, Rajpul nt, o Athmgnnpnlltlcm me US ml.l lave been
Jumam and Kashmir Light Infantry advanciag in bilic valorisation either as it I # deegly remo-
munnr andwg:}pan mmla]:tl.ea nfmll cantingents other that reminds awary  respected nstitution, The panal and emao- I.ns mlm' alficers. und.er lhe mm: of dlml‘u‘.
m t‘urns ATy parides oby mathan of the uselessness of socketal “divides” onthe — tional aspects nl' the “patriotic duty” of the US sol- a]ully and incluskan to relnstating d
mncua o o politieal syste memd 1y| Thasis of religian, ethnieity, easte or region that elbar was unbguely reseevid for this men and womien members (for v Lnlalln%d cemrmnl.mcve
aye dictainrial or au!hmmlan rag:{ﬂ es like North Vbke, glven the sort of unhinged politics thathas — In uniform, which ned be wsurped by any allnl military zones on Mexieo's bordess and
ml 1ta ara e Kovea, China or the erstwhile Soviet Union, they 1o by all dispensatbons (without wtclw. untike countries like India where the  unleashing Marines an the streets nfl.m les,
serve o propagandic purpose, However, some  exe slnce vestainedd wnl gery of the “Indinn soldker” is sought and msamdlheumdmmm led,
N parades serve the vital purpose of veminding 8 measured anderpinning to the military parade in d to buikd polit ity for wily  Previous American Presi fhanaubncratmd
nathan nr its histary — such as the Haatille the Indian context also had its meis in its el politicians, Therefove, thevs were always res  Republican) are aghast and see the US military
0 Sel ‘I'e a San, Erade in F‘ram L] aalahma the Frene , where the Crown was served by tadition.  sons for countyles like India mwhtwl e tra- ﬁrﬂdeuthmepdmcupmj ject, Whether
lom, the Victory Day parade in Russia, o , bt boyal military, aiticn, and for countries Hke the US not to start one, the LIS, Indla.nddhnwnuldmﬂyml
L memorate the Soviet Union's defest of Nagl 0 the United States, however, the American nar-  But President Donald ‘Iwnp went beyond o celebrate o national or constitutional cause, and
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