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A promising
thaw in Alberta

New Delhi and Ottawa converge on
common interests to reset ties

he decision by Prime Minister (PM) Narendra

Modi and his Canadian counterpart Mark

Carney at a meeting on the sidelines of the G7

Summit to reset India-Canada relations is a
welcome development, especially after the depths to
which they had fallen over the past two years,
following the diplomatic row over the killing of a
Khalistani separatist. The meeting was preceded by a
series of developments that set the stage for a
comprehensive reboot of the relationship, including
former Canadian PM Justin Trudeau's exit, Carney’s
victory in the general election and a behind-the-scenes
dialogue between security agencies of the two sides
that created the grounds for closer cooperation.
Among the constructive steps unveiled by the two
leaders to restore stability to the bilateral relationship
are the appointment of high commissioners and the
resumption of ministerial and other high-level
engagements in different domains to rebuild trust, a
commodity that hias been in short supply since
Trudeau alleged in September 2023 that Indian
government agents were linked to the murder of
Khalistani operative Hardeep Singh Nijjar. India
appears to have decided to flag the Khalistan issue
with Canada in a manner similar to the arrangement
forged with the US, with security officials of the two
sides discreetly handling the matter. In addition to
ensuring the well-being of Indian diplomats often
threatened by Khalistanis and addressing Canada’s
concerns about transnational crime and repression,
this process will have to be firewalled from the
eriminal trial of four Indian nationals arrested for
Nijjar's murder. The commitment by both sides to
sovereignty and territorial integrity and the emphasis
on mutual respect for concerns and sensitivities will
help them to move forward,

Canada's move to enhance economic partnerships
around the world in the face of US President Donald
Trump'swhimsical tariff policies was a key factor in
Carney's outreach to India. The two leaders have
decided to resume stalled negotiations for a trade deal.
The India-Canada relationship is far too important to
have been left to languish for several compelling
reasons, primary among them being the significant
potential to enhance trade in goods and services from
the current level of 20 billion, and the presence of 18
million Indo-Canadians and another one million non-
resident Indians in Canada. As democracies
committed to a rules-based global order, Ottawa and
New Delhi have commion interests they could pursue

rata time of great global churn, The thaw
achieved in Alberta augurs well for India-Canada ties.

Unfinished business of
gender parity in India

Parity is about agreeing
that no one gender should
hold more than 50-60% of
any space. But the political
representation discourse
remains stuck at a ceiling
of 33%, as if the demand
for equal space and place
isitself an impertinence

ere | a truth that often
goes unnoticed: India
needs women o be at
parity o progress. Or it
will get beft behind. It is
already getting  left
behind. This Is the sad Inference that
emerges from the dry statkstica In the
World Economie Forum's Giabal Gen-
fer Gap Report 2025, released
recently. It ranks India a dismal 3t
out of B countries = below every
other Brics nadion and tralling most ul’
Ies Sawth Aslan nelghbours. Thifall s
mot o much due to regression as
because other countries are closing
thedr gender gaps Easter. Our catcheup
[ace needs pcceleration,
There Is good news and bad news.
The good news Is that there have
been visible galns in education and
pollllcnl mlbllll)' AR OT%, women's

on 3% women's representation,
Women have 45% participation in
pnnchqw\ll raf Innll:u:lnl:s—a enu-

i damoe-

ot the state and the private sector.
Everyone has a role, Bug, the State has
the primary respansibility to show-

m.;v Eut, In Farllnlnum U:q-accwnl
For Just 14% of members — sadly, the
highest it's ever been.

Poor ecanom ke particlpation drags
bl downs to among the worlkd's bot-
tom five. In o seenario of high unem-
ployment, men win: The historkeal

mation.
At present, the commitment looks
hesitant, In recent years, the pace of
Incluslon has indeed acodlerated, but
Inchuston 18 refuctantly concedsed.
Women made up 40% and 35% of
recent recruits to the elite Indlan
Administrative Service and Indian

When
account, it ls seen

the private sector, while women hald

around a respectable pereentage of

positions at the middle management

Bevel, fewer than 2% of Indla's Fortune
les are bed by womaen,

femabe abour faree particlpation rate,  Forelgn Service, respectively — an Politeal inclusion tow s poised for
the World Ilnnk polnts out, han encouraging uptick. However, thelr o jump, pending thi census and didin-
dechined by ower thee ol awverall across both  laton needed to acthvate the long-
and wormen coniribube bess than 20%  services remalng unclear. With less  prombsed 33% reservation for women
to the Gross Domestic Product (GO, than 3% women in the armed forces  in and With
earn under o third of what men do, aladl!"\. across all police, the hndcu:s mllllDl\snl'wuannlnmdynurvll:gua

il hold ondy o sliver of deck ke {0 and security ves, the feeder
g roles, to beeach. Even apex instits-— lne nlmndy exlsts, In the UK,

This ks mot merely o gen-
der lssue but one aligned
with economle ambltion,
The McKinsey Global Instl-
tute estimates that gender
parity in ermployment could
add S770 billien to Indin’s
GDP by 2025, At current
rates, that eould tke another
135 years. This |sn't just o
missed oppoertunlty — It's an eco-
nomie labdlity, Itshould abarm every
policymaker into signalling a radical
and urgent shilft in national priortes
b privilege women's partlelpation,

No Luas a person than lM Prime

Mlinlster hes repestedly adﬂnwludw

Maja
Daruwala

thons — tasked with ensur-
Ing equality — struggle to
show commitment. At Its
2021 high, the Supreme
Cowrt briefly had Four
women out of 33 judges;
now, it is back to one. The
Natlonal Human Rights
Commisslon, in all Its his
tary, has never had more
than one substantive woman mem-
ber an a time, Even its law requires
anly “at least one woman®,

There are mas hwarys to nclus-
shon — some n;?f.:npg;' mmm The
expansion of women-led Self-Help
Gruupn. lnrgnmd savings schemes,

that progress depends

B approach-
Ing parity. India's politieal empower-
ment score 18 higher than China's and
close to Brazll's — thanks perhaps o
the panchayie rof lows that inslsted

anlya
bcglnnLl:g Palicy and practice
deslgnid to ensure women's equal
participation n economibe, pulltl:nl
and soctal Hie must be d by

Anterest coedit have
egun to shift the economibe ground.
State-backed programmes, from Ker-
ala to Uttar Pradesh. have helped
lakdha of rural women move from sub-
slstonce to

Labour's Insistence an all-women

shortlists drove female representation

From under 0% to over 3% in two
des.

Systems shape soclety — and carry
Its values and blases. Stubbarn patri-
archal cultures and Inherited proce-
dures block inclusion. Instimtions
often assume male-dominated envi-
ranments are neutral, Bir, and merie-
ocratic, When women demand thelr
social and Mological realivies be
taloen into account, it is seen a8 seek-
Ing Indulgences. A man's merlt Is
assumed; a woman's presence Is
wften chalked up to tokendsm or res-
ervation.

Thet refusal toacknowledge differ-
nee s one reason s few women rlse
o the top, Women make up 38% of
subordinase court judges, butonly H%
In high courts. In the polloe, wamen
ki up just B% at the oficer level. In

Parlty 1s about equality and bal-
anece, about agreeking that no one gen-
der should bokd maore than S0-60% of
any space. But the natonal discourse
rernaing stuckat a cetling of 33%, as if
thi demand for equal space and place
s Itself an dmpertnence, This comfort
with X% betrays grudging acceptance
as well as o settled comfort with
unfalrness. The slow, incremental
pace, often called progress, sctually
reflects o reductance to reconfigure
spaces for women.

The onus 15 on Institutions @
change. Incluslon demands that all
Instimutions evalve — urgently and
intentionally — to reform today's defl-
cits and create environments that
include womsen. Not partially, not tem-
porarily but fully. Mot as a concession
bt as recompense for a long-denled
rlght.

Maji Darsiwala is chief editor,
Indic Justtce Report, The views
expressed are persoml.

Trump vs Musk: Perils
of confronting POTUS

uring Tesla CEC Elon Musk's tenure

heading the Dupn.nmcm of Gavern:

ment Efickency (DOGE] for President

of thi United mst TUS) Daonakd
“Trump, thedr relations hip was charaeterised by
some as . bromance. deed, when Musk left
DOGE o6 May 30, Preskdent Trump gave hlma
gold ey to the White House,

The Trump-Musk relationship, which ot that
time appeared to be rapurous, unravelled
shortly thereafter, That occurred when Musk
publicly opposed Trumg's major keglskitive Inl-
thatlve — the so-called O Blg Beautiful Bl Act
~— calling Ita “disgusting abomination” in a post
on Kl.;ﬁ Junu"ﬁ AflE‘r that, there map?n
exchange of Insults between Musk and Trump
an thelr respective soclal medla platforms X
and Truth Seclal. For about one week, it
appeared this war of words might go on for
some time. Then, on June 10, Musk walked
back his comments, expresing regret over
s of his recent posts about Prest-
dent Trump stating that "they went
too far®. His post on X, which

No thug life moment
for film releases

tig Life, the Kamal Haasan-starrer, is set fora

theatre release in Karnataka after the Supreme

Courtobserved that mobs can't decide ifa film
certified by the Central Board of Film Certification
should have a public screening or not. A day after the
Court's strong words on the matter, protestors said
they will accept the Court's wisdom, Earlier, pro-
Kannada outfits insisted they would allow the
sereening of Thug Life in the state only after Haasan
apologised for his remark that Kannada was derived
from the Tamil language, Kannada scholars contend
that Kannada and Tamil are sister languages.

The apex court wisely stayed out of the language
debate and rightly framed the issue as one of free
speech. First, itstated that the rule of law must prevail
and vigilante groups cannot be allowed to impose their
will, Second, it took objection to the Karnataka High
Court, which held that the situation was of Haasan’s
making and he should have apologised. The apex
court’s remark that “it is not the business of the court to
seek apology from anybody just because he's expressed
aview” should guide both the lower judiciary and
publicofficials, who often side with the populist,
majoritarian or conservative viewpoint on matters
involving freedom of speech and expression.

Filmmakers in India are vulnerable to mob and
vigilante action, especially when they engage with
subjects that deal with histary and identity. Movies
such as Padmaavat (2018) have been targeted by caste
and communal groups on the ground that they
distorted their collective identity and lineage. The fact
is those uncomfortable with a film have the freedom
nottowatch it but have no right to disrupt its public
exhibition once cleared by a State agency. This due
process can't be compromised: Any disruption would
lead to the denial of Constitutional freedoms to artistes.

M am, in Washingion
an June 10, was not completely sur-
prising. Trump's self-styled First
Buddy had grme conspieunusly quict
In the past few days, as he rebuffed
avertures from Musk's camp seeking
ampprochement

This public caplilation of the
world's richest man before the
woorkd's most powerful individual came just a
woek after thelr alllance collapsed (n such a
chaatie andvery publie fshlon Itunderscores
whao halds the upper hand In this clash
between two of the micst influential peophe in
thee world today.

The ‘.I\:ulnm‘sbm:kmdnwn may hiwuis—

showdawn betwoen the two. But this outeame
was almost always inevitable, glven Musk's
dependence on the US government for his busl-
masas, which thrive on public contracts, regu-
latory lendency, and political acoess, By same
estimates, his companies hold nearly o 100 con-
tracts worth billions of dollars across 17 federal
nckes.

Musk's retreat proves he 18 no fool. He
wndlerstancls that Trump can bie vengeful and
especlally dangerous glven his executive
pewer, The President’s threat last week to pull
Tederal contracts from Tesla and SpaceX. meade
clear what was at stake,

Ttdefinkely appears that Musk's apology was
abowt self-preservation. It underscores an
undenlable truth of Washington: When it
comes down b it politieal power prevalls. And

There's alsoan Instructlve —and
Jaason hare for [

€ ¥ o
enger o weleome Musk it thelr fald. e

Frank F
Islam

Trump, Bor now, halds the cards, His retum to
the White House hes re-gstablis bed hiim as the
ot feared and courted Agure iIn American
politics, Musk may command leglons of fans
online and ballions in market value, but he ls
it the commuander-in-chief

Inthe shart-term, Trump has emenged as the
r:l.mr\ddu In this tussle. He rensserted doml-

GIDEON SA'AR

.
Therea

10 negotiations. The

operation will continue until
we achieve our objectives
On lsrael's conflict with ran

o, secured o m:d
whls" 1l
mmm ‘.I'hlnnnh nwyhnvna]sohulptd
Ly, By

insell e Musk, be can row begin todeflect
same af the backlash surrounding DOGE which
has been widely eriticised for the manmer in
which It hes gutted federal agencies, Creating
this separatien allows Trump te shift some of
th bk for that, even IE a8 pressdent, the ult-

imate responsibility still rests with hm.
There's alao an Instructive — and eaution:
ary = besson here for Democrats eager to wel-
come Musk Into their fold. One of

In South Korea, continuity
with cautious progressivism

arllerthis month, S lected a

niw presklent, Lie Jae-Myung, in amnp
election, urudl# the six-monith poligical
erisls that had engulfed the country.
Tl llscﬂ;uhcp,nn with then Presiclent Yoon Suk

thase s Indian Amerlean Rep
ative Ko Khanna, who reportedly
spoke with people close to Musk
about the Wllionalre by helpi
thie Democratic I'anl;'nr: m: y\mﬁ
mildterms. “Having Elon speak out
against the lreational tarlff policy,
agalnst the deficlt exploding Trump
I, el the antl-sclence and anti-im-
migrant agenda can help check
Trump's unconstitutional adminis-
tratlon,” the lawmaker whose congressional
district includes much of $illeon Valley told
Semafor on June 6. °1 look forward to Elon
turning his fire againat MAGA Republicans
Instead of Democrats in 2026,

The Democrats need to remember that this
I the sume Musk who reportedly bankralled
neardy $300 million to help secure Trump's
electian in 2024, He also apml mllllul:s D{dal.—

fmartial law
st year, fallowed by his iImpeachment by the
parliament and subsequent removal from
affice by the constitutional court, The mﬁn
wober turnout - nearly B0% - Illusllnlnd

et el A007<22), acdogtec] a reglon-fio-
umsud farcdgn pull.()'amml:htlnlp'lnrltlwd
engagement with Morth Korea, I:ulnnnl.ns el
thons with the US and Ching, and diversification
il Sowth Korea's diplomatie thes beyond its tra-
itlonal partmers. Amid detersoration of Kone-
Japan relations and a cautlous engagement
with the US's Indo-Pacific strategy, his New
Southern Polkcy put remewed focus on Asean
and India. However, the conservative Yoan

public's deep concern over

alabally
n adapeed a globally

dlesire for change. Lee Jae-myung, o
the opposition [

B-percentage vote margin agaknst the ruling

s Power Party candiclate, Klm Moan-soa,

Lee Jun-seok of the Reform Party, who

secured 4% and 8.3% of the vobe, respectively,

Lee's vl.clu:y nmrlun ntable comeback,

licy agends iththe LIS

at Its core and an outreach to Nato amid the
Husala-Ukralne war. While significantly
Imiproved tes with Ja; ed the way for
pl‘upan—&:lmh Knrm%mlmurmcj:rnp
mnuuundn proasctve Indo-Pacific strategy, he
ok princtphed reciprocy-tased approach o

state af Wisconsin mpportllagn oconservative

Republican candidate whi lost. Expecting that

saime Musk to carry thelr water In November

2026, andd hoplig to wse hils shoulder b ireat

Trwmp, I8 most [kely wishful thinking and,

ghmn Musk's diminishing reputation, proba
ly undesirable.

Musk's personal approval rting Is in free-
Fall. In the most recent Economlst/YouGov
jpol L Musk's favourability Is 23 polmts under-
waker — and a striking 74% of Republicans
sy they would hcﬁ'mmp aver him. In
addition, Musk's palitical activities have cast
a bong shadow over his company Tesla. The
company went from being ranked eighth in
01 to B5th now, In the Axbos Harris corpo-
rate reputation pell of Amserica’s most visibde
companies.

Another major reason Demacrats should
keep their distance from Musk is that he
remaing behalden o Tramp's positions on
many things, For example, before his public
mia culpa, he enthustastically supported
Trump's erack o il gration protests
I Los Angedes. Even with Musk's apology, it
remalng unclear whether Trump will ever
welcome him hack into hs Inner clrele. Per-
faps he will < if the Tesla CEO pours hun-
dreds of millions more into Trump's pelitical
machine, Or, If he makes a deal with the
Trump family regarding business ventures,

Inchosing, there Is noquestion who won this
tussle It was Donald Trump, not Elon Musk.

hwe el Inthe20elec-  China and a hawkish stance towards North
Rl by bess thiun a sl [:tm Int The  Korea,
m:kﬂhmlnulmﬁ rnll.unl;fw‘:I Th th thy
d acruelal rale, gal alve e I vllll b cquidte eatu-
suppart for the opposition, Internal divistons — ral, bat President Lee is lkely 1o be more prag-
within the People's Fower Party, par- rmathe with the changed reggonal and
H:ulmbﬂmmﬂnll:gl(lmMonn—ms International environment. Hischobo
Furth Its of experlenced, retired diplomats os
position. The H.elncm I’nny asplinger advisars during the campakgn and
groug from the People's PFower Pal likely for key forelgn policy positions.
e by L Jun-seck. alsoslphaon ed off In the admindstration signaks this,
EnnssTvative vites. Jojin V A pragmatic forelgn policy will
Preshdent Lee foces o dounting John entall o maderate stance on North
of challenges. The mist mﬂgg o Ko, Jiss engaj it-focused than
I8 b unily o deeply divid Presicent Moon but also bes hawlish
nnlLulLNmbly. nlmlllmnlnqglmm; than Yoon, However, there will besig:
afthe uﬂ!D“'IIIIi L i ¥
Suk Yeol through his | thie US-Kiorea alllance, bulbding s farward-ook-
removal Fis nnumn(unﬂmal unl Mll Iny rlncﬂhl wI.|I| n, and )
Imnl:rltk:,nllaslt:'ﬁ l}' ‘gﬂ. . r|1f‘n pumtpu‘l:.‘n
Boom large. South kumnamul:w Insm a  ofa brundur[l:du I'u:ll'll: Tocus, Lee will likely
S Presi- afthe US-Korea alliance

hent Daonald Trump's tariff war and an Intensl-
fying trade war between the US and China. On
thiz posithve she, unlike Yoon, wha belleved his
agenda was belng stifled by the Opposition’s
Py

Lee

willl likeky benefie frons his party'sdominance in
the parliament.
Bevarxd Il also

Lee
nawvigate o complex, shifting reghonal environ-
mient Inmu ke af | I':ump sretum Iooﬂlm An
L5

and the US-Japan Kclrn trilateral bo address
Korean Peninsula lssues, particularly North
Koren's nuckear programme, This allows fesi-
Tbality In Imiproving relations with China and
Husséa, During the compalgn, Lee alse articu-
latierd thee v to strengthen s with the Glabal
South, This might Jook Hlee an expansive ver-
sl.ul:D{Moen ‘s Mew Southern Pollcy driven by

jectives of diplomatic and economic
dlw:rnl cathon and luduclng Seoul's depend-
wenace o thee great powers.

ry, anil

ated Marth Korea with 1is close securlty nllgn
mient with Russla, Over the kst three decades,
nment iransitions in South Kerea have
|| mmarked by dramatic nhlﬂnln Torelgn pol-

The sl th-long politleal upheaval —
Hiram the dedlaration of martlal law to o peace-
ful snap election — illustrates the abilicy of
Korean democracy to withstand Internal
shocks, Only time will tell how and whether

Pressdent L unite the coun-
the LIS a8 cem- wilthin the
lmIlD ancunlypullq' they i ffer on the extent cval.\’lr@mpmnlgmpnlld:ul lanslscape,

Frank F Istam & an entreprenear, vic leader,
and thosght feader based in Waishington [,
“The views expressed are personal

prodicy bs centred on the
alliance, with the progressives secking more
AURONATY.
Le's progressive prodecessorn, Moon Jae<in

Join ¥ dahin (s assirtant professor ani directar,
Kerm Centre, Matsatia Gandi University,
Kerala. The wlews expressed are personal
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Reset in Kananaskis

Modi-Carney meeting during G-7 summit
augurs well for Indo-Canadian ties

RIME MINISTER NARENDRA Modi's productive meetingwith his
Canaclian counterpart, Mark Carney, on the sidelines of the G-7
summitat Kananaskis isa harbingerofa resetin bilateral relations
that hit rock-| bmlmnduﬂng the last couple of years, Indo-Cana-
dian 1 after justin Trudeau, then Canada's
panm‘ slau\imnhe ﬂooranar]Iammuh'LScplmnherzOH l]u.l]liscoun
westigating"credil
link™ L‘ﬂwccn Indian government agencies and the H]Iil:gu’fa Khall.ul.ani
Sileh leacler, Hardeep Singh Nijjar, on Calml!anwil tl:r.lla]\asulrmglymh:cled
l]mcharges.mkmuﬂuih I portance of it
C don t rmmncmw and mlsl.llv!lm.ruleod‘
law, and a commitment to upholdlng the principles a[smmignwamlicr

M THE HIGHTS of June
L2and 13, the laraeli Alr
Force launched a mas-
sive air assault against
Iran. The targets inelu-

ded I'||II:|L‘IF ndml Inls. Iranian generals,
1

® IMPROVING AGRICULTURE

Union agriculture minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan

Wa've seen remarkable worl happening, but
d‘ldhngn pIrlIll Our focus must now be on

@ ISRAEL-IRAN CONFLICT
GROWING TEMPTATIONS TO LAUNCH PRE-EMPTIVE STRIKES AGAINST ADVERSARY'S NUCLEAR FACILITIES

End of a nuclear order

HARSH V PANT
KARTIK BOMMAKAN'I‘I

y inatal-
lations, and ihow: all, nuclmu facilities.
1'.hv |Illl!l set of targets were a red line

hing.

rLlorIa] Inu.-griry They agreed to designate newhig]lml witha 1

urning ta regularservices forcl inboth Ynt. despite expectations of the same
tries, Both leaders alsodi histori from Istael, Tel Aviv pushed ahead with
nations, includi rong i ificant bil | com- strikes againstall of Iran's nuckear instal-

Ll I'
merclal relations and the need I'or parlmrships inthe Indo-Pacific.
‘While India and Canada thus attempt to restore stability to the relation-
ship, it does not imply that the Nijjar problem has gone away. Far from it In
its annual report tabled in Parliament, the Canadian Security Intelligence

lationg — Natane, Bushehr, Isfahan, and
the deep subterrancan Fordow nuclear
uranbum enrichment factlity,where lran
is believed to have stored a few nuclear

Service has warned that India remains a persi forelgn

at least possess all the tech-

threat to the country, according to The Globe and Mail, Carney, for his parl,
declined to tell the media whether he raised Nijjar's killing in his meeting
wiith Modi. But when he invited India’s PM to the G-7 surnmit, the read-out
of the call from his office mentioned the agreement to continued law
enforcement dialogue aml dlscuasimm[murhy concerns, The question
restore yinthe bilateral
relationship can be ring ~fenced [mm r.hc judictal process regarding Nijjar's
killing, Prima facie, this app with Delhiand O
edly engaged in ncgmialimw to create a joint working group to deal with
transnational erimes, This mechanism enables Canacla to raise issues related
to the judicial process while India can bring up Khalistan separatism and
extremism-related concerns, including sharing information on fugitive
gangxmal:dmrmﬂm\ﬂlh Canada,

The reset obvi reflects th pulsh Canacla and Inelia to en-
gage more withoneanother as the global economy is belr i ythe
weaponisation of tariffsand vars.Both nations should resume minis-
terial-level dial tradeand | that were last held on May 8,

Ligd

2023, An Early Progress Trade Ag miust be concls Ty as pos
sible as 10 rounds of discussions have been held so far, Last year, Canada's
two-way trade in goods and services with India hit US $23 billion, Canada
has vvested 53,9 billion in Tndia from Apeil 2000 to fune 2024, much of it
from portfolio investors. Pension funds have invested over 575 billion. Ind-
la's outbound investments to Canada were more modest at $2.1 billion.
Around 600 Canadian companies have a pmscncc in India, while 30-odd
Indian firms h inCanada. Hi deepest link ¢

the two nall.onsl.ulhc]milandl.aupnﬂ with 1.8 miIHoandD Canadians and
anmher 1 million non-resident Indians. Many of our students have gone for
Canada. These p-eop]e Ao peo-

plssettol

as the bilateral

ple Hcsmusl‘.n

How CFOs can drive
personal branding

THEROLE OF a chief financial afficer [C}Ul han Imm mdeﬂmd aFIw evalving at an

toassem-
¢ hombs at short notice,
Indeed, it has been noted that Tran was
days away from assembling at least 10
nuclear bombs = a key factor that may
have precipitated the lsraell attack,
which Tel Aviv has dubsbed a pre-emptive
strike. This Is the first time a country
struck another country's operational
nuclear facilities where active enrich-
maent and radioactivity was underway,
and the latest lsraeli strikes have cawsed
radiatbon to remaln underground at the
Natanz and Isfahan facilities. Evidently,
the last time a state struck another’s
nuclear installation was when laracl
bambed Iraq s Osirak nuclear reactor fac-
Uity in 1981, which was not loaded with
fuel,obwiating the release of radiation.
Israel’s prior destruction of lrankan
air defences set the stageof the first wave
DE]MMII attacks — Ihn cost lnl‘lil:led by

d sanior fellew,
ddln:n and national security, OAF, Mew Delhi

ment installation Is the real test for the
Israells, It is IJurI.L'd well beneath thv

by concrete at 60 m or morve. Only lhn
United States Alr Force B-2 stealth
hombers can deliver, at most, two GBL-
57 Massive Ordnance Penetrators or
"hunker busters”that arecapable of pen-
etrating up to 60 mor mone,and they too
would have to be delivered
inasuccession of attacks if

vital thresholds. In that Inul:mm Ir:m
especlally

impending attack. This llmv.thncunw-
guinces ane more minatory not simply
because of the range of targets that
Israel struck and the magnitude of the
destruction it has inflicted, but equally
owling to the scope of lsrael’s ambitions
and aims that involve a regime change.
This could very well catal-
yue a widening of the war

the depth of the enrich-  Iran's response has  Gnd  accelerate  lran's
ment facility ;I: Forduhwln proved to be a acqulsi Nonh of I“.Idl!:‘l
greater than that. Further, formidable foil to weapons, which, as noted,
thieArak Heavy Water Facil- | | Tehran was o the cisp of
Ity has also shown no visl- 'r-: | succassaes, doing. Of course, that
biesi d

@ how could happen unless [srael

as yet. Hostilities have con-
thnued into the fifth day,
Israel has claimed that it
has complete control over
Tehran'salrspace. [f the lat-

demanding it is
going to be for Tel
Aviv to subdue its
mortal adversary

Is able to — unambigu-
ously orwith absolute cer-
titude — destroy Iran's
nuclear capabilities, and
possibly topple the revolu-

tir ks true, it allows ISracl 10— Ci0nary regime or foroe ity

expand Its target list to
secure lts objectives,

capltulation, That would
allow an internationally enforced ter-
mination of its rnll.chmmll programme

Following Israel's very audacious as-
sault, Iran’ Islamic Revolutiona

Guards Corps has retallated with dozens
of missiles and drone attacks against
ntll.klng tilgvlu in Tel Aviv and Halfa.
Tt strikes, which

| against lran's nu 1 military
I-ul‘:astlunumin substantial, but hardly
devastating to the point of crippling
Iran's nuclear enrichment programmi,
Penetrating the Fordow nudear enrich-

are still underway, represent a signifi-

cantdeparture from the past. Previously
InApril 2024, Iran and srael exchanged
akrand missile salvos, but did not cross

and bomb- makil Ity.

Since hostilities are still underway,
lsrael’s technol DEIWI] prowess |s mare
than offset by Iran's geographic strateghc
depth as well as its large stockpile of
2,000 odd ballistic missiles — a sizeable
number of which Tehran has already
launched against lsrael, The key factors
that paved the way for lsrael's latest

, reducing input costs, and

ensuring !hlt agriculture becomes a profitable
and sustainable livelihood for every farmer

assault against Tehran was the lsrael
Defence Forces methodically and bru-
tally dismantling Iran's proxies such as
Hezbollah, Hamas,and, to a considerable
extent,wealening the Houthls in Yemen,
Second, the Trump administration
deceptively concealed its true intent by
tirltlz greenlighting the latest lsraeli
attack notwlithstanding the fact that
President Trump did give a 60-day win-
dow during which the US negotiated
with Tehran, only to be frustrated by
Iran's delaying tactics to end Its nuclear
enrlehment programme and cooperate
with the International Atomic Energy
Agency. Consequently, Tel Aviv became

nitytomount the attack. Yet,the lranlan
nespanse with ballistic missile attacks,
‘which have clalmed several lsraeli lives,
has proved to be a formidable foil to
Israeli  successes, reflecting  how
demanding it ks golng to be for Tel Avivto
subdue its mortal adversary,

Maore cansequentially and regard-
lews of the denouement of the current
Iseael-lean war, there are real implica-
tions for regional proliferation as well,
because it could compel other coun-
tries such as Saudi Arabia (with Pak-
Istani assistance) to quickly acquinean
atomic capability that ls rapidly
deployable or something akin to a
launch on warning posture. Egypt and
Turkey too may reconsider thelr com-
mitments under the Non-proliferation
Treaty as non-nuclear weapon states,
‘We are witnessing not only an end of
the past-World War 2 nuclear order but
also, most likely, the growing tempta-
tions to launch pre-emptive strikes
agalnst an adversary's nuclear facili-
thes. More hair-trigger nuclear postures
might ensue among countries in the
region and beyond.

Time to lift squeeze on squeeze-outs

YASHASYI MOHANRAM

SUMNIMA KATARUKA

Respectivaly partnes and senior asociate,
Touchstane Partrars

The absence of a reliable squeeze-out mechanism
continues to frustrate controlling shareholders
aiming for full ownership

a benchmark to avold potential valuation

e o.Chief il el i 'OVER THE PAST fiw years, the Securities diel the  Isaclear mech akin tuChaplvr Jof
CFOstoact Jers, with a fi rd- '|:| [ npﬂ.leull I and Fu:hangr Board of Indla has madn uar]unlvemllnnm on thcciplmlmdumm the LK G b Act, 2006, which pro

societal t and chall The mndvm c strides in the underSection 66 of the Com- wides fora structured squecze-out nuxh

CFOlscall 1y | sk for take-private transactions  panies Act to compulsorily bary out public anism to be triggered by a controlling

mandilv Iniwulldwhmmaaufm:naimmnhiplngvﬂluw:matlan the CRO must Involving listed companies, The 2021 shareholders who choose not to sell ina shareholder upon reaching the $0%

nd long-term impact, mmdmm:nlullmhlmm&qmlitm duliutlngul‘fw.Cnpdlilmdudm schemes threshaold in a takeover offer. India would

Personal branding becomaes nn’ltl.calstmhmir asset for CPOs in this enabled ired tofollowan elaborate process benefit greatly from a similar calibeated

I 1 P fir nter- Ingoffers. N'I.mnn:ountl}‘.lﬂnlmr'nintm invu ugnﬂappli:atlﬂnlmhrﬂ T, rep- nppmat%mtbnhmmrlghtsindablhu

leaderst 1 1 It lify tl il top ductbon of a fixed - price regime from statutory thes ik
talent, and jon.Astrong | | he CFOasatru I.n the Delisting Regulations d parthes, and finallyan NCLT di are the most con-
stedvalos,sol I 1, investors, I and | gand| nlndustl}'dwmind How- ippmval Glven thecontentious and long- tentious nbnm:lu in ml.nor!lybuyuula

holders, This visibility s essential for CFOs
leading cross-functional change inltiathves
and fmlerlngmmnlaatlnm] alhmment

Iendmn can attract hlgh pvrformlng ta]vnt

m-n h t
mechanism continues to frustrate con-

ership, This gap ks particularly stark in the
context of delisted firms where minority

4 Their Iders linger despite multiple exit
¥ ship philosoply | I app
resonatewith lhu n'mdumwnlltfm:v Recent cases underscore the problem.

Amhentldl}' and clarity in one’s personal

NANDITA PAI | mlnn f cham-

PALLAY talnability. Mareover, personal beanding can
serve as a stepping stone for CFOs aspiring to

CHATURVEDI theCEOole visibiityand
Influence across all enterprise bevels,
Partnes and CFO pragram laaces
& partner, Daloitte India How CFOs can build a
cnmpellins personal brand
Clear,confid d consk ampelling]
I not bullt casily. [tlunhaped.mﬂmd 1 through the storles CFOs choose
totell B larit P i s finan-

clalacumen | |

to questions such as "what do you stand for when no one’ swaldﬂ-um“ and "what do
yuuw:lntlo for ¥
1i i fing: el I “- cy of lead -
enship. ( led in auth yand notan i builds try ||||:thalur.l
reat pitch ever could. From industry panels to meaningful ene-on-one dialogues,
l111!51:anrl:ht::|pa|:m|\\rhm:vz|'t:|JuL.'nI|:|ns:1.11:Imm:mdilllincmm.mFt:lrw:d
el At the heart of frall 1 hip ks nothing
Tuit hawing a set of values, huimility, and Intelligence speak
louder than business forecasts. A Imder demonstrating ntegrity sends a message
strnlwrthan..., Y hip can be both smart and human,

1 mwg.n.- acliersl pis K LIthsac "
sbility. The CFOWhoc ]
‘Whether th:uugh bold articles, forward- Iuoldnp; blm or atrilegh: commentary,
thaught | foresight into credibility.

Belng future-ready: The most powerful brands are forward-facing. A future-
ready CFO does not merely adapt; they anticlpate. By leaning into ESG, digital trans-
farmation, talent strategy, and Al, they become architects of change — leaders who
donot hlltnun'lw: dlnnlplinn bt define wlmlcnnws nest.

In Septembser 2024, the Natlonal Com-
pany Law Tribunal (NCLT) In Kolkata
rejected Philips India's capital reduction

But ashorterwindow — say,
three months rather than one year — wo
uld hﬂtlw balance cmtalnty for atqulmrn

forminority
Whilw tthDmpanI.euﬂct mqul.m :np

ital reduction schemes to be aj

way of only a special resol ulﬂ:n llhal in

three-fourths majority), in practice the

axtent of minority shareholders'support

ofmnlnﬂuwnmllm NCI,'I. Forthe sake of

tion admnlm.l.twmﬂd be prudent tuawid

drawn-out nature of NCLT proceedings, While ¢ w rely on

capital reduction is not effective as the Independent valuers and Eil.rum opin-
I I con- hons, mir

trolling shareholders seek- often counter with their

ing toacquire 100 share- The divergent own inflated valuations.

holding in their delisted

outcomas in recent

al
])mpdle choar judicial prece-

“app-
:Dvalfmm:lmalumhnldus_

In contrast, the Delisting Regulatbons
ilmadquulmrw Ihlrdu approval from

scheme that would in the
Dutch parent increasing its shareholding
from 960 to 100%. Philips India has
since filed an appeal before the National
Company Law Appellate  Tribunal
[NCLAT). In contrast, Bharti Telecom

el LAT rull |

subsidiaries. lirnikt the role of \ruuu“puum cordingly,
Unfortunately, thealter- easen lustrate not mmandtrlbunalu In val- holderswould
native mechanisms under only a lack of uation seruting, in practice,  be nm:maary o approve the purchase of
the Dellsting | judicial istancy - the shares by the ¢
and the Companies Act but also the thon are frequently chal- shareholderin thvllmltndv\dndmuperlnd
g a direct a ulul lenged and overturned. ost-delisting. Only controlling share-
thon of the rmknority broader risks firms er!}:rlty shareholders ﬁuldrr& whao fhuun; not to nn:q?ll.m the
hnldingimnnlidmamlu face whaen relying o exer- shares during such a period
reliably ensure a full sell- on the capital dseasanegotiatingtacticte  would risk any subsequent attempts

out. The Delisting Iiﬂguh
thons providea® llghl

reduction route

extract a hargakn from con-
trolling shareholders, The

seCU

notan I‘nrlJm

to purchase the A milnorty
sharcholders, overturning a 2019 denial
by the NCLT, Chandigarh, However, the
spectre of further appeals and delays
remalng even for Bhartl Telecom, Bath
:umpanmhavebmdv]lnlzdfmmtm

remaining to

sell thelr shares to the controlling share-
holder at the delisting price for up to one
year from the delisting date. Section 236
of the Companies Act, which ostensibly
allows controlling shareholders holding

decades, but th

M o mor ik, I

despite p B exit oppor-
tunithes,still face hurdles inachieving full
ownership. Other companies like Syn-
genta and Cadbury have faced similar
dilays previously.

The primary reason for the unoer-

that the minorl nhimholdvrn "ma}'N n
rather than “shall” < sell thelr st its

variance is of the order of
several multiples in con-
tested cases, a result of the valuation
methods that are deployed (discounted
cash flow, net asset value, comparable
multiples, ete) and the varying underly-
Ing valuation assumptions.

The Delisting Reguhtlans offer some

belng subject to the vagaries of a capital
reduction exercise,

The divergent outcomes in recent
canes lustrate not anly a lack of judicial
oonslstency but alsothebroader risks that
companies facewhen relyingon thecapi-

Theprox o
and uncertaintles assoclated with NCLT
P HeIvE a8 raising
the ostand for

1l hold A bespoke

relief by anchoring p

the dullnlln!{ price for e year. ’b\lblnct lo

placementwithin the cluplw on m:hm:m

right forthecon

mechanism allowing controlling share-
holders to acquire the remaining public
shareholders at the delisting peice in the

of arrangement further cl
ability post-delisting. The need o thel ha\u

Revive diplomacy

The ascalating conflict betwaan lsraal
and Iran has pushed \West Asia to the
brink of a full-scale war. Prime Minister
Benjamin Netaryahu's June 13 strike
on Iran — targeting nuclear sites

nnd top officials — has ignited a

¥ Indfulness: Mindful pa CFOs to manage thelr thoughts

and wull clarity and comp This ent thelr ability to lead with

empat 1 In high ts,amind-
Fu]luadulbrlnmﬁlm len.mrlpmnwlumr}'dwlnlm.

I bodday” busir long | fior

| FO.Itisa) Teadership, influence 1.CFOs have

( performance, Now, it is time for
lhum lnhm:qunllg-I n.dmuwlvdmudforlhutrvnglh of their pﬂuunalbﬂmd which s a
od CROand inaly greatone.

tit-far-tat dynamic. The
civilian tollin lsrmel is tragic, and tha

before the sixth raund of LS-Iran
nuclear talks, effectively derailing the
diplamatic track. While lsrael aims
for escalation dominance, Iran seeks
detarmence through retaliation.
Prasident Danald Tremp has claimed
he remains open to a deal with Iran,

halder .:......-.mofminaﬂty

C liate aftermath of a dellsth

st h § [prioe serves as

now = pushlng both sides toward a

il COIMIE ATy SO,

assemnblies, and modules remain key

—Sanjay Chopra, Muhall
Mobile manufacturing

Apropas of "Adding value to Indian
mabiles” (FE, lune 18), while India has

. High impaort: tasiffs on
nputs have discouraged integration
into ﬂobul value chains. india must re-
onant its palicy tawards incentivising
n, research, and daveluplng
supply chains. Without this, its
mubllla phone industry risks remaining

I:Mhis' st that Tehran abanc growninto a nmbillanhone
lear enrichment is li ly hubs, th 1value
Iran's Inadmhlp won 't yield under addition has not heD‘t up pace,
o

fire, I

risks of wider regianal des
are grewing. Equally alarming is the
timing. The attack came just days

Regd, Mo DL -E1048,/05-05, RN Na, 26750/ T4, Printed and

Rarmash Chander Malhi

nky
hardens pesitions. f Trump truly seas
himself as & man of peace, he must act

The over-reliance on imported
components and the lack of a strong
lecal ecosystern for parts, sub-

an bly base rather than a hub for
innovation and value creation.
~—Chatan Mahd, Raipur
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HE  assessment of Narendra

Modi's 11 years as Prime Minis-
ter, however fakr and balanced, runs
the risk of being disparaged by one
Ideclogical camp or the other. Yet,
o ruanced and objective analysds
of such an important person b im-
perative, partkularly given Modis
significant impact on Indias pokiti-
cal, economic, and soclal land ape,
One cannot deny that his tenuse has
swen several notable achievements,
particalarly in aress like econamic
management, Infrastrsciure devel:

and services tax (GST) and the In-
salvency and Bankruptcy Code wene
Important sructural steps, even if
thelr execution faced challenges. The
push dor dighal payments, particu:
larly theough the Unified Payments
Interface (UPI), has made India a
global leader in fintech innovation,
Infrastructure developmsent has also
been a cornenstone of Modi's gove
ermance, Highways, alrports, and
rallways have seen major expansion,
and the dectrification of villages has

ded atan | Ive pace.

opment, national defense, and in-
ternal security. From the outset, his
adminkstration  emphasied  fiscal
prisdence, Despite ghabal headwinds,
Inchading the Covid-1% pandemis,
thee Indian economy has shown resil-
lemce. Major econcmle reforms such
as the implementation of the goads

“The Gati Shak initiative aimed at
integrating nfmsnsciure planning
and execution 18 one of the more
ambitious and strateglc moves in
recent years, In terms of national de-
fence, Operation Sindoor and earlier
surgical strikes In responie 1o érodi-
border terrorism reflest a more asser-

tive military and diplomatic posture.
Modi's government has been keen on
portraying India as a rising global
power, with a more mascular fore
eign policy and defense strategy. On
internal security, one of the least dis-
cussed yet significant achievements
of the Modi government have been
the near ehimination of the Masist
Insurgency in cemtral and castern
India. What was once a serbous inter-
nal sccurity challenge now appears
1o have been brought under contrd,
thanks in part to coordinated secu-
rity aperations and devdopment ini-
tiatives in affected reghons. However,
the Modi era has also ralsed serlous
concerns In several areas critical 10
a healihy democracy, Press (eedom
has increasingly come under threal,
with India falling in globa press
freedom rankings. Journalists critical

Modi’s 11 years: Major feats accompanied big minuses

ol the government often face intimi-
dation, legal harsssment, or worse.
The space for dissemt has noticeably
shrunk, with prominent civil sodety
organizations and activists finding
hemuehves under scruting, ralds, or
lincarceration,

Individual freedoms and civil lib-
erties have also faced challenges. In
Jammu and Kashmir, the shrogation
af Article 370 was a significant po-
Nitical mave. but the prolonged com-
munbcations Mackout and detentions
that allowed ralsed serlous questions
about democratic norms. Equally
Inll'hl.lnn hn been the apparent

The aii-

The agencies like ED and CBI have
frequenily been accused of targeting
Opposition leaders, In conchusion,
Modis tenure as Prime Minister has
been a complex and comsequential
chapter in Indias history. His gov-
ernment has made undeniable pro-
gross In econcanic modernization,
infrastructure, national security, amd
Internal oeden. Yet, these gains have
come ambd concerns over shrinking
democratic space, erosion of msin-
tional insdependence, amd constralnts
on freedoms, Whether -
tmately judges his legacy
Bly will depend on ulwch of these

petling forces—development o

tonomy of |Iw Election €
fudiciary, and investigative agencies
like the Enforcement Directorate
{ED) and Central Burea of Inves-
Nigathon (CBI) is being questioned

d i lon—ends up de-
fining the long:term trajectory of the
nation. For now, a fair assessment
would charactertze his recond as
mied but renalns satisfactory.

Accuracy of scientifically generated
weather forecasts remains limited

TALKING OF
MANY THINGS

DR MOHAN KANDA

HE India Meteoro-
logical  Depariment
(IMD)  was  estabs

lished in 1875 as a pivotal
organisation for  westher
observation, forecasting and
climate moniworing in the
Indian subcontinent. Inci
dentally “India” is the cor-
rect word. Many national
organisations  use ‘Indian’
il the beginidag of their
names, which 1 find some-
what racist in s flaveur, As
someone pointed o, it is
ihe India cricket team that
Pays against the teams of
other coumries and not the
Trilian vewmn!

IMIY s the principal gov-
ernment agency for mete-
omlogy and refated subjects
aned plays a vital role in disas-
fer management, agriculture,
aviation, and public safety by
providing  critical - weather
andd climate services, Is vi-
shon inchades achieving high
fosecast accwracy -rero-error
for up 1o three days and 0
per cemt accuracy for a fve-
dlayy forecast,

As one of the fird scientific
departments of the Govern-
ment of Dndia it celebrated it
150th anniversary on Janu-
ary 15, a milestone which
I o testament 10 its long-

 Early philosophical texts
Wik thva Upanlihads
dhseuss doud foma-

back s 3000 BCE
» Agriculture s o tricky
and wh

thing ke one du'o:d
spall disaster for another

standing contributions to the
Feld of meteorokgy and s
impact on the nation.

The mots of meteorology
i Inalla trace back 1o ancient
times, Early  philosophical
texts like the Upanishads
discuss  chowd  formation,
rain processes, and seasonal
eyeles, as long back as 3000
BCE Modern meteorology
gained a sclentific founda
tion in the 17th century with
the invention of the ther-
mameter, barometer, and the
Formulation of atmespheric
F,h laws, The first meteors-
ogleal obiervatory in India
was established in 1785 al
Kolkata,

Having worked in the
agriculiure and relsted sec.
tors for over wo decades, |
enjoyedd o close association
with IMD, As a member of
National Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (NDMA), in
particular, | had the oppori.
ity 1o study the working of
the organbation closely and
often visited its headgquarters
in Lowthi Road, Delhi.

It distlguished past e
cord and ambitiows  plans
for the future notwithstand-
ing, the fact remains that, at
least s far as agriculure is
concerned, 1 found IMDY
Forecasts are of limited, if not
doubtiul, value, Being a sch

entific organisation, it quite
rightly puts out predictions
based on studies of weather
l"-ltk'rl\l IIllnB various in-
sruments In differet ypes
of technodogy. The forecasts,
excellent as they are from a
technical point of view, how-
ever, are mare relevant at the
plobal level and have diffi-
cubly in relating io grassroots
bevd requirements. | have for
long angued that disaggregat-
el amal locally relevant short
term forecasts ought to be the
objectives which the agency
needs 10 expouse.

Apriculsure i atricky area
and what Is a good thing for
one place can spell disaster
for another. Likewise, what is
a good event a1 one time In a

ven place can, at the wros
ETmr. gwc extremely ndvcr’&
consequences the sauce
for the goose ol belig the
same for the gander, i other
words

Take, for example, Anan-
wapur didriet in Andhra
Pradesh, where 1 began
my career in cvil service,
Groumdinu s & common
crop there. 11 it does noa rain
i the first week of July, it s
difficult to plant the seed.
Ancther spell of rainfall is
required @ few weeks later,
o whet the appetite of the
growing plant for pourish.
e, Much later, when it s
time for harvesting the crop,
a shower, makes it easy for
the groundnut 1o be plucked
out of the ground It any of
these events happens at the
wrong time, produstion and
productivity will both sulfer
sibstantially. When the IMD
says, bor example, that rainfall
s expected to be normal this
year, it can very well mean

When the IMD says, for
example, thatrainfall s
epected to be nomal this
yiar, It ean vory well mean
that there may be floods in
Bihar, eastem UP and Wiest
Bengal and severe droughts
In Vidarbha or In the western

that there may be floods in
Bihar, castern UP and West
Hengal and severe droughts
i Viddarlsha or in the western
parts of Rajsthan, The aver-
off the two can satisly the

prediction of IMD, although
there is disaster everywhene!

As a member of the
NDMA, 1 found that my
lier feeling, than i is difficuly,
i ot almost ingpossible, 1o
predict the occurrence of
carthquakes had, in fact been
schentifically validated, Fore-
casting, however, 18 possible
I the case of other natural
calamdties, swch as cyclones,
Thoods and droughis

In the case of cyclones,
I was aware that a technol-
oy was in vogue in other
countries like the USA, by
which alrerafts are sent into
the eyes of cyclones, o dudy
parameters such as the radiug
of maimum wind ad tem-
perature, which are crucial
lor amicipating the likely
structure and intensity of the
SO,

I remember having taken
It up with IMD with a view
1o seekng whether it could be
wied b Dl toa, W 15 indeed
ratifying that, subsequently,
M il buy the appropriate
technology from the USA,

parts of Rajasthan. The average of the two can satisfy the
prodiction of IMD, although there |s disaster sverywherel

They are walting 10 see if

the Indian Air Force (IAF)
can spare one of the aincrafs
avallable with them, which
are known 1o be suitable for
the purpose, could be spared,
so that they can also com-
mence the proceis,

I the mweamwhile, it is un.
derstond that Taiwan has also
started using the miethod,
with the help of the USA,

aespite all the mostly un-
Justified  criticlsm  against
Usem, the weather forecast-
eri, when all ks gald and done,
do a reasonably good job. It
s no fault of theirs, after all,
that phenomenons such s
tse butterily syndeome, make
it well-nigh impossible for
sccurate precictions of the
manner in which the climate
In thve world or the weather In
alocal siewation will behave,

We live in a world which
today undoubsedly is free
from any gender blas, aworkd
in which women have, quite
rightly, and on their own
abeaii, proven thelr abiliy 1o
ocoupy the highest positions
in various walks of life, from
poditics to space travel, and
soquitted themielves much
Ietter than their male coun-
ter parts  Willam Shake-
speare, however, belanged 1o

another cra, nod quite as en-
lightened. He would probably
have assigned 1o the emity of
weather the feminine gender,
In order 10 corresponsd with
his gaying, as Hamlet said, in
the play with the sane name,
‘Frailty thy name is woman,*
There Is, In fact, abo a
Telugu equivalent  expres-
slon, reflecting  the same

MEDLEY

Revanth's call for a cow protection
policy is praisewort
his has reference to the call given by Telangana Chief
Minister A Revanth Reddy secking a cow profection
pobicy, This is indeed a noble decision, Hundreds of stray
cows roam around on the roads or rest under trees. As
an Immediate step, the Chiel Minister should instruct the
concerned officlals and give wide publicity about securing
stray cows, Even citizens should shoubder this responsi-
Bility and inform officials whenever they spot stray cows,
The officials can duly relocate the animals so that the in-
tended purpose is sobved,
G Muriali Mohan Rao, New Bowengpalli,
Secunderabad-11

Don’t bar licensed bike taxis

TI 1E decksbon of the Karnataka government forbidding
bike tacls without reglstration bs a step In the right di-
rection. Incidentally the High Court of Karnataka, consid-
ering the merits of the case, rightly did not stay the order
of the state government. [n fact, the government Instead
of coming out with an arder on banning bike taxis with-
out a valid licence should have first appointed an exchusive
authority to oversee implementation of the ruling. This
woulld have helped eliminate all unauthorisedly operated

spiri, “Kshanaksh
Javarandra  chiamall,  or
Freely trandated, a moment Is
all that a lady needs 1o change
her mind! A spirit, no doubt,
that belonged toa less eman-
cipated times!

There are, after all, Timits
o even the most scientifically
penerated weather forecasts,
Thiere is this well-known but-
terfly syndromse in climate, &
canca in chaos theory that
describes how a snall change
biv the Indtkal conditions can
lend to significant and unpre-
distable outcomes, The Bt
tering of the wings of a but-
terfly In Paris, for example,
can beasd 10 a super cyelone in
the Bay of Bengal!

Talking obout  westher
forecasts reminds me of the
time when in the early 1970s,
I'\’ Narasimla Rao, as Chiel
Minister of Andhra Pradesh,

o acquaint himsdl with the
devastation caused by a se
vere drought. And as the Col-
lectar of that district at that
time, a senbor and respected
colleague, Valllappan  told
v ate, b rsting with laughe
ter, the Prime Minister went
around in pouring rain!

(The writer wars formerly
Chiief Secretary,
Geverninent of

Awitlrar Praicleshs)

Scientist decodes use of uranium cnrlchmcnt in making nuclear bombs

Karrus Coox

ATE last week, Isracl tar-
.[Juxml three of Tran's key
nuclear facilities - Natanz,
lsfahan and  Forda, kill-
ing several Tranlan nuclear
scientists, The facilities are
heavily fortified and largely
undergroind, and there are
conflicting reports of how
much damage has  been
done,

Natanz and  TFordo are
Tran's wranbum enrichment
shies, while Isfahan provides
the raw material @ any
damage 1o these sites woulkd
limie [ran's ability to produce
nuclear weapons. But what
exactly i uraninm enrich-
ment and why does it rakse
concernst

To understand what it
means 1o “enrich” wraniim,
you need 10 know a littke
about uranium isotopes and
about splitting the atom in
a nuclear fisshon reaction.
What s an botope? All
matter 15 made of atoms,
which in tuen are made up
of protons, neutrons  and
electrons. The number of
protons is what glves atoms
thelr chemical properties,
setting apart the various
chemical elements.

Aroms have equal num-
bers of protons and elee-
trons,  Uranium  has 92

protons, for cxample, while
carbeon has six, However, the
same ekement can have dif
umbers of newrons,
vershons of the ele-
ment called fsotopes, This
hardly matters for chemical
reactions, but their nuclear
reactions can be wildly difs
Ferenl,

Differense between
uranium- 238 ang
uranlum-235;
When we dig uranium ot
of the ground, 99.27 per cem
af W is uranium 238, which
has 92 protons and 146 nea-
trons, Only 0,72 per cent of
it s uranium-235 with 92
protons and 143 peutrons
(the remaining are the other
Isatopes),

For nuclear power reace
Lors oF weapons, we need 1
change the lsatope propor
tions, That's because of the
Ewo main uranium otopes,
wonly wranium-215 can sup-
port a fission chain reaction:
ONE UL CALISES an atom
to fisshon, which produces
energy and some more nea-
trons, causing more fission,
and 5o om, This chain reac:
tion releases a tremendious
amount of energy.

In a nuclear weapon, the
goal b5 to have this chaain
reaction oceur Inoa frac.
tion of a second, produc-

ing a muclear explosion, In
a cvilian  nuclear  power
plant, the chain reaction is
controlled. Nuclear power
plants  curmently  produce
nine per cent of the worlds
paower, Another vital civilian
use of nuclear reactions |s
for producing sotopes used
in muclear medicing for the
cliagnosis and treatment of
warious disesses.

What is uranium

il

To “enrich” uranium means
taking the naturally found
element and increasing the
proportion of wranium:235
while  removing  urani-
um-238, There are a few
wiys 1o do this (including
new bmventions from Aug-
tralia), but  commercially,
enrichment  is curremily
done with a centrifuge. This
is also the case in Irans fa-
ellities.

Cenirifuges exploft the
fact that wranium-238 i
about 1% heavier than ura-
nlum-235, They take ura-
nlum (In gas form) and use
Polors o spin it at 50,040 1o
TO.000 rotatbons per minile,
with the outer walls of the
centrifuges moving at K
o 500 metres per second,
This works much like a salad
spinner that throws water
1o the skdes while the salad
leaves stay in the centre. The
heavier uranium-238 moves
1o the edges of the centri-
fuge, leaving the urani-
w235 in the middle, This
Is w0 effective that the spin-
ning process |s done repeat-
odly, bullding up the per:
centage of the uranium-235,

Mot clvillan nuckear re-
actors wse “low  enriched
wranium” that's been en-
riched to between three 1o
e per cent. This means
that 3.5 per cent of the to-

Iran has enriched large quantities of uranium
1o 60%. It's easier to go from an enrichment of
G0% to 90% cent than to get to that initial 60%.
That's because there's less and less uranium-238
to get rid of. This is why Iran is at extreme risk of
producing nuclear weapons,

tal wraniem in the sample
Is now urankum- 233, Thats
enough 1o sustain achal

-
action and make electricity.

Level of enrichment
and nukes:
To get an explosive chain re-
action, uranium-235 needs
1o be concentrated signifi-
cantly more than the levels
we use I nuclear reactors
for making power or medi-
cines. Technically, a nu.
clear weapon can be made
with as litthe as 20 per cemt
uranium-235  (known  as
“highly enriched uranium”),
but the more the wuraniim
Is enrlched, the smaller and
lighter the weapon can be,
Countries  with  nu-
clear weapons tend to use
about 90 per cont enriched,
“weapons-grade” uranium,
According 1o the Inter-
natbonal  Atomic  Energy
Agency (IAEA), has
enriched large  quantities
of wranium 1o 60 per cent,
It's casler to go- from an en-

richment of 6 per cent Lo
@ per cent than it bs 10 get
to that inktial 60 per cent
That's because there's less
and less wranium-238 1o
get vid of This is why [ran
b at extremse risk of produc-
ing nuclear weapons, and
why cemtrifuge technology
for enrichment Is kept a se-
erel. Ullimately, the exact
same cemrifisge technology
that produces Fuel fr civil
lan reactors can be used 1o
produce nuclear wespans,
Inspectors from the IAEA
monitor nuclear  facilities
worklwide to ensure coun-
tles are abiding by the rules
set out in the ghobal nuclear
non-prodiferation treaty,
While Iran maintains that
Mt ds only enriching uranium
for "peacelul purposes’, late
last week ihe IAEA board
ruled Tran was (o breach
ol its cbligatbons under the
IN’.\]I.".
{The writer is frnn
e Austealian Natioial
Elratversity)

taxis, Ui 1y, the onder has put a stop on plying of
bike taxis ha\‘lrml'lmihl licence, Trlc swungmnl:'}lh?ﬂd
ive the nod 1o lcensed bike taxis o be back on the roads
to ease the sulferings of many commuters, especlally of-
fice-goers, who rely on them on an everyday basks,

K R Srinivasan, New Bhoiguda, Secunderabad-3

Need to regulate bike taxi operations

K:;m.uaka government’s move to ban bike taxis is akin
o thoawing the baby out with bathwater. The govern-
ment §s so embrofled in the frecbie culture that the Con-
gress ruled stase is unable to futhom the feclings of the
public, who avail the bike taxi service for reaching desti-
nathons that neither a cab nor an awlo can achieve, The ban
smacks of an administrative arrogance that is devodd of
any bogic, It is abundantly clear that the go s un-
able b gauge the sentiments and feclings of citkzens who
are putting up with countless inconvenlences by way of
bad roads, and deliberate apathy of the government, The
High Court’s refusal to stay the order s a sad demonstra-
thon of belng insensitive to lhrlrllghl of the commuters.
The state government can easily regulate bike taxi op-
erations plying with a foolprool reghstration process and
thereby avold taking such unwar ranted steps.

5 I.aldmu. Hyderalsad

Ban on bike taxis is an unwise move

HE Karnataks government’s ban on bike taxis is

o hasty decision thae disregards the weliare of gig
workers and commauters, With over 600,000 workers and
countless commuters affected, this ban will have severe
consequences. The government should conslder regulit-
kg bike taxis instead of imposing a blanket ban, Bike taxis
provide essential last-mile connectivity and are & safer op-

thom in Bengaluru’s traflic,
Raju Kollury, Kakinada

FASTag annual pass is landable

HE proposed BY,000 FASTag-based annual pass for
private vehicles Is a progressive move as it ensures
seamless I||55w:{ travel. It will ease toll congestion and
encourage digital use, For broader impact, the scheme
st ensure pan-India acceptance and app-based rack-
kng, Importantly, special concessions for electric vehicles
(EVS) shoukd be included to promote green mobility and

support Indias sustainsbility goals.
Dr Vijaykurnar H K, Raichur-584170

thehansreader@gmail.com
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KMF toopen 8 Nandini outlets at
Metro stations: DKS

BENGALURU: Deputy Chicl Minister DK Shivakumar
announced on Wednesday that Karnataka Milk Federa-
thon (KMF) has been instructed 1o open Nandini outlets
at elght Metro stations in Bengalura, This follows after
BMRCL had floated a tender inviting applications 1o
apen stones al 10 metro station locations, 1o which only
Amul responded.

Speaking o reporters near his officlal resdence at Ku-
mara Park, Shivakumar clarified that KMF had not ap-
plied in the initial tender process. "BMECL had floated
a global tender for setting up retall outlets ot mwetro sta-
thons. Only Amul submirted a bid and has been granted
permission 1o open two outlets. Since it wouldn't be ap-
propriate to shut down already opened stores, we have
now adked KMF to apply, and [ have directed BMRCL 1o
allot the remaining eight locations to Nandini outhets.”

he said,

Shivakumar also spoke about a range of civic and gov-
ernance lssaes, including an upcoming special meeting
of party MLAs in 'I]rnp,ufum Dhiscussions covered party
nrsudmlnn.ﬂw upcomlngnll.bll'dmlnnm and the re-

dler the Grester Ben-

gakuru Authority (G BA).

e
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Deadlock in Kananaskis

Mr Trump's departure ended meaningful progress at G7

If proofwere needed, the 515t fthe G7 inthe idylii IngolK ki
Alberta, hosted by Canadian Prime Minkster Mark Carney, ul‘icml:hc maost visible
evidence vet that the Western consensus on rules-based democracy and trade hns
fragmented under United States (US) President Dorald Tromp, The two-day meet-
ing hiwl an elaborate agenda that included such lofty themes as "strengthening
partnerships for financing development and shared prosperity”, an Al (artificial
Intelligence) inftlative for growth and bullding eeitieal minerl-supply chalng, and
migrant smuggling, apart from discussions on Irun and Ukralne, The fact that a
jalnt communicuewas off lheu:blcuudm'll.nmllhnl-iuumtyl.n the ranks, although
there were joh dcs. MrTrump's abruptdecision

i 1the summit and Washl ngton Do :mlllr:ﬂmldw{l.uc:mlawl
opments relited tothe Iran-lsmel war e Ithatth

With the Iran- Isracl war overshadowing m‘um‘:dl:w.n minimalist statement
urging a "de-escalation of hostilitles in the Middle East. including a ceasefire in
Gz wiis Insusedd bust clled not mention a ceasefive between Iran and lirel, A jolnt
statermnent of support for Ukealne was also dropped under Ameriean objections,
though the inel ' cliuse In the chad | BUMImary
the intention to explore “all :mli:mu lu muximise pressure on Russin, including
financlal sanethons” luched MrTrump'sobjectlons. As forthetrade deals
that Mr Trump sought from thesummit, nelther Cannda, nor Japan, nor the Euro-
pean Union was able to mdvance its agenda,

STAY INFCRMIG THROUGH THIE Db G WO ILISIE S6= STAM DA R .08

OPINION 7

Building a credible carbon market

Not including all hard-to-abate sectors in carbon emission
intensity targets will reduce market size and impact
liquidity. Offset mechanism isn't a solution

The Carbomn Credit Trading Scheme (OCTS) was notl-
e by the Government of Indda fn Puns-mundnw-

ILLLISTIRTION: HINAY SiNiah

‘This ks the basle pre-requisite for a successiul carbon
marKet b comme Lp.

eral steps have since been taken
“Trading I expected to begin in 2026, with market n u
bllisatbon expected by 2027,

This artiche nnalyses the. w:wrnlm.mhupprtmn

The emisslon Intensity trgets set by MOEFSCE
ane bath sector-speciic and tallored for the obligated
Individual entites in that sector, The overarching
Hllh!lmptlmlpk o fisdrgthe targel Inlllml\unlmlun

NI

ppiof 10l chabees. That's i k
wioktld devielop.

The CCTS has also corme upwith an "offset mech-
anlsm® 1o allow pardcipation of mon-obligated
entlties in carbon credis lnul.lmllmm.'w T, based on
hobal ex i 115)
Indifferent jurlscictions, Im.‘.lml!nn:l'u ETS, allowlng
veluntary participation can lead to carbon lenkage
and compromise data Inlsimly. thereby Impacting
theevery credibiliey of the scheme el

Recall the Clean Development Mechanism
ic IJMJ:.K|)|.~:I1.M~ It was plam.wdw"urhuun |ssuies,

thon creditsand poor
verfieatlon, The oft- u.u.Turuu:mm 1 allow velun-
Kt ligquidity in the
Inlllul |:I|mnmlu. schemi, 1o be tapered down later,
Isn't a sound one. This s ke erecting a bullding ona
wienk foundation. Instead, let there be a sloeable
numbar of obligated entitles from the \-\.ry L»suln
ning, supy by i robust A
aned th ment,
Reportedly, the ofTset nu.-r.hunlnm has alrendy been
hnnnwlund.ul L

to developing & carbon market and higl
chullenges In making It o succossful In!lllulw:

mant to rl.'dl. ermnlsslon Intensity of lts gross

Admittedly, this ls a complex and evoly
and soveral additionnl bssues will need to be

domestlc | JDP) by 45 percent Loy 2030, con

levels, For envtlthes, hlstorbend

Ullllmclmh wihth 202324 aa the basel ine — hive also
been taken Into conslderation.

Thie MOEFSCE cught 1o have !nn‘lmlmml'luu\!m

dssuaeof the Interlink:
nge I\elwun tha IInul'!\'ll m.-mm-anuuu{x
The OCTS Is largely modelled on the PAT schema,
which has been operated by the Bureau url gy
Efficlency (BEE) sinee 201208 o market mechanlsm o
Improve energy efficlency among obligated entities,
However, there are Implications to followling this

wddressed golng forward.

Notably, it was Prime Minkster Narendra Modi who derived some value from the

Laet's bagln with the basies. A genuiine and Falrl
event, havingaecepted MrCamey's iInvitation to attend. An Indo-( Hlairs tharw wais iy - ."'.'. ."g..,“ b t,,: J
one of them. memmllru:tmm| lhn.-lmrlmnl:mﬂcml:hchmwwcnmm the Suppll o nte
possibility of areset wfer furlng the pheture, muke thelr own estimations of demand
Justin Trudenu's premdership. As o first “calit 1step™ th lench wnd pricing, and take the necessary actions w meet
restoration of high commissi The two Prime Mini b0 greed Lo resume that demand. Thisappliesto catbon mar-

senlor and working-level mechunisms and discussions In a host of areas related o
tracle, people-to-people contact, and connectivity, More diplomatic steps are

leets s waell,

Thie Minlstry of Enviranment, Forest
and Climate Change (MoEF&CCH hag
rocently notified carbon embsalon Inten-
slty targets for a fow ldentfed entltes In
certaln sectors. Broadly speaking, the

Atofollow. The Canadian readoutof themeet ing sadd the ol so read
Ilrmou"mmnnliumﬂmmamlmm&iun seeurlty, and the rulcu hmd:m.icr

e ur v positives) twoco dn-psul
:urmllcu—u|\pr<minm:=ly<;|:crscnl of Canada's populati Findi

bt key questions remain, For one, the state of plu'y on Ottawn's accusation lhu.! the
Indian-government agents had been nvolved [n the killing of o Sikh separatis
leacler on Canadian soll — the key cause of the breakdown In relatlons in 2023 — s
unchear. Mr Carney is also lkely to face pressures within his own country from the
powerful political lobby afSikh Canadians, Sikh protesters hekd a protest rally in Cal-
ary, thecity closest tothe G7 venue, against Mr Camey sdecision tolnvite Mr Modl,
Meanwhile, Mr Modi's 35- minute phone-call with Me Trumpagpeans to have ylelded
some progress, with the US President accepting the Prime Minister's invite to the
next Quad summit in New Delhi later this year, Given that the Quad had stalled
under previous President Joe Blden, this must be seen as a major gain, How much
this grouplng will achieve under o miverick woeld leader 18 an epen questlon.

Empowering farmers
Technology adoption will increase productivity

r‘hc Tesellan ngricultural sector by eapldly cmhnu.lnu Innevatiens that promise to

productbvity, reduce input costs, Tarmers. Among these, twe

Interventlons, namely agrl- ih‘unﬁlu1dillhll.l.l|lw|-\'.ll|lul‘!.‘ stand out. Recent devel-
|11c|u|Hnuunu1uu 1! enceorganised by the Minkstry of Ag

uml Fi urmuru Welfare on Agrl Stack and the launch ::I [ Garsda Acrospace's agri-

I Inellityin Chennad, Tt Inthis regard. The

facility will be capable of umnummur!n,.. over 100,000 drones uvcrlln.- next two

ritbehes will b 1o rechuce thelr
greenhouse gos (GHG) emission Intensity
and achleve those targets, or face
ns'|1ullh1|nml.u:hsrln.1mlm.1In‘nn.  AAYTYAG

" noma g wi he

slty targets, quently followed by %
entitdesin whyl -
which contributes the most GHG
emissions among all industries — been
Jeft oue? Furthermore, the thermal power
PR
print acroas all sectors, his presumably
been excluded on the grounds that it s
alrendy covered under the Perform,
Achleve and Trade (PAT) scherme,
It bsn wrong presumpt lon os lmprove-
ik | enengy eiickency does ot necess-
artly bead to a coresponding reduction In

P

Willthe PAT schame, coverlng sectors also kient-
Ifhecd wncber the CCTS, continue I parllel? The PAT
Cyche VIL has already been not fed for 2025-26, How
will thiscoexistence work? Why fragment the markee?
Instead, wiy ret anly have CCTS, which directly tar-
et the reduction of GHG embssion Intensiy?

Thet PAT schema his comi In for eritlelsm in the
past, Including for fixing lax target:
supply of enengy saving certificates (F
mirket keading to a dropincentificate prices, unsatls-
factary implementasion. and poor enforcement.

Apparently, from the PAT I cycle onwards, the
redulned netlons to close varkous rounds ane still pend-

eachofther GHG Besides,running — Ing. that the PAT L eycle wis for the 2o17-
\-\m‘uldﬂmilnnwnnhulh.rh.l.l.-nlnlL':mns of WO n.runm with slmilar objectives In 2020 perlod, and subsequently, PAT IV to VI cycles
exbsting technology, the need for upgrade, or fuel  pardlel | problems. More AT scheme Ifhed. Wllt)
cholces, and il bring lnthe it It bosay this gtheobll-  Ir ks be allowed under the OCTS only after

i iges, | ik vary-  gated sectors In the scheme will not only reduce the  those rouncds are closed? What woild be the mechin-
Ing marginal costs to lower thels embssion | dy. mamummmmlmml Mepeidcliy. |ami Furwnwnlmw:nnumlnulhc IRTS umder PAT
th rull s for Indl under CCTS?C the poor

emlsslon Intensity reduct lon would beto havea well-
functioning carbon market, wherein entities with
relatively high marginal costs could explore the
apthon of purchasing carbon credits from the market
tomeet thelr targets,

On the supply side would be entltles with
relutively low mnr;.l.!ml:l CORLS, wrllr.h AN Oppor-

on thelr historical emissions |s an erroneous
approach, This shows a lack of ambition in lowering
GHG embssion Intenslty and |s unlikely to generate
sudfichent demand for carbon credits, Wy gheea long
rope to enthtles with a poor emisslon history? The
right approsch would be w categorlse similady
|:Im.nlsn|1||wwl:mnum.mr—m  based on i rnge

tunity hievingthelrtangets
umlulllnuum:unm.-dhn The most crucial element
for thistowork would be theearbon cred It price, and
how transparently and eredibly it 8 determined.

capaclty = knd set the same target for
alh.mluuln that bucket, This would lead to bench-
marklng and push the indusery to utilise resources
eificlently, ndopt aptimal technalogles, and make

MRV practices prevalent under the PAT reglme, what
15 the credibllity of these ESCERTS? Will they be con-
sddered as normal carbon crediis, orwill there bea dif-
lerent categorismtion and a separate trading segment
for theem on the exchange?

All these lssues need to be properdy thowght
through and thrashed out to realise a robust and
credible carbon market In the country,

The aathsor 19 m clist ngulshied fellow ot the Observer
Research Foundatlon, and former chalrmin, Sebl

Avoiding panicin tier-2 growth

VTS, Ml.dhl.i:lmllv wnf (E [ .ul ) i skl Intnclia
Ting, mnd i vent bnd facturieg. With plansto teadn sell- 1|‘h.l, Ther-2clt In.a.un!"mt emenging s the focal polntof
hcl]:umum (5HGs) and wmm people in operating and n:ulluminlnu tlmrms the Indin’s next wive of urbin and secnomic expunsion.
programime alms to cremte both rural employment and I er technolog, thacouritry's sconormizgr
penetration in farming, m.n shaped — and olten symbollsed — by large

Theuse of drones in agriculture s now being scaled upwith speed. Agrl-drones
e |.w=r 10 thmies the aren of manueal sprayvers in a day, deastieally eutting the wse

of pest 1 fiertilisers, rechu mption

g water

cleles, Metropallses Hke Mumbal, Delhl, Bengaluru,
andd Hydernbad IK'uanll. magnets forcaplal, tlent,
and 1§ Into
(h.m engines of mlum.m. ulld Innuval lom, Yot this

access, and the narrowlng urban=rural tech divide
have all played o robe. Crucially, India's growing ter-2
wileloroe I8 proving iself to be skilled and aspir-

AMBUT, and the Urban Infrastructure Development
Fund are deskgned to help citles bulld more liveable,
resillent futures. As of enrly 2025, the Smart Chles

atdonal, The real estate market, too, [§ ey
With land hecoming Increasingly scarce and unal-

Misslon hug 7479 projects worth el
lion, Im.l.udlw.nmrl'.mnkmnlnnmn nuuln BAO0WI-

fordable In major metros, developers and
ane settlng thel rslghts on smaller chtles,

Pl votspots, and more than 35,00 housing
unlts across 100 clthes. Yot execution, particularly bn

Indin's howsing demand |s to reach o3
o urdts by 2036, with nauch of texpected toarkse

cxmmwmIm'.mrtlmm.'hmnll.mlu. The ministry has rolled out tang
under the Sub-Mission on Agricultural Mechanisation, offering up to 100 per cent
asalstance for demonstratlon drones and 75 per cent support for lrmer-producer

panksath FPOs) purchasing d for farmers” fields, Further, the govern-
ment's Drone Did] inftdative alms to provide 15,000 drones to women-bed SHGs by
2026, equipping them with drone technology to provide agricultural services.
Drone Indigenisation fs important for India alse because It strengthens the
country's position by reducing rellance on lmn:maiuld ull::wu for the deslgn of
drones tallored specifically to domestic agrcultural

]quullyvnuliu theongol Tort todigitise Incll unuu.mrmuhmcllml
tal Agr Al and tf fom ol Apgrl Stack, o daab grating land
records, farmer [Ds, and crop data, Digital tools Lmnelll\ullwwmmrcmy l|1|pr<m.-
crecit access, and help trget subsidies and | e
Pllot projects alrendy underway have lssued du.:luﬂihrnwr Ilmnmlc.mdut.lmlum
e crofp surveys acroas 436 distelets, When |
models and real-time satellite data, this digial Infrusl.nu.l ure can help in crop
monitoring, early warning systems, undpnwlde.u l

urbar
ronds, unaffordable housing. im.wlmi.lml. public
services and decliningalr quality have become defin-
ing features of 1ifie in these booming centres, This
dynamic I8 beglnning woshif.

Rocent data from the Randstud
‘Tuderst Insights Report 2025 has been
making the rounds for revealing o decl-
shve outward movement In job creatlon,
Hetwoen September 2024 and February
2025, ther-2 clties recorded a 42 per cent
Increase In job openings — mone than
twice the 19 per cent rlse seen In ther-t
b, Thils suirge s not an anomaly bul
the result of broader structural trans-

I th U ther-3 clthes, where land 18 move readlly
avallubleand affordable, The rhu:r'n.ul.u.nl e et

smaller tles, rernadns uneven.

One of the most pressing needs is capaclty bulld-
Ing at the urban local bocky (ULE} level, Municipal
authoritles In ter-2cities ofien lack the linanululund

R Trusts

clal and resldentinl dL'Vt|l'|II1II.I1I ul.lllhln. the
traditional urban core. Mobdlity infra-
structure I8 also mipanding In smaller
thies, M d rapld translt
now aperate or are under constructlon
In 26 citles, spanning nearly 2,000 km.
These systems are helplng redistribute
urban density and ense pressure on
overlonded city centres. Such connec-
tvity s cruclal — not enly does It maske
tler-2 cltles more lveable, but it also
Integrates them into broader reglonal

formatians ncross key sectors such as - CONURBATION  economic corridors.
bamking and financlal seevices, munu AMIT KAPOOR ‘This decentrallsation does not mio-
facturing ¢, ot matbeally growth.

ﬂm”h.lllﬂl'.llﬁ Ad deonomle |k.‘||\|'l|} dl&

s

tions. The combined use of jonscan

eracit lonal ur It also pres-

tar-
peted Interventlons In the field,
Buxt to realise the full promise of these technologles, the country must address

structural and policy challenges. High costs, poor rural connectivity, and a lack of

Ther-2 cltbes lke Chandigarh, Vadodara, Gandhl-
nagar, Bhubaneswar, and Aurangabad, which were
once perlpheral job markees, ane now emerging as

I anything, Incla's metro cltbes are cau-
tlonay tabes, Delhl is choking under the welght of ale
polhatlon and traific. Chennal and Bengalur consist-
ently face waterstress. Even Pune lost 34 percentolits
carbon sequest numnuufm.lly betwoen 2013and 2022
due o urban sprvwl and mismanaged growth. Thess

J e, Toscale
not just funding but instlonatlonad n.mrm nlulmlu.uv-
ernance systems, credible regulatory frameworks,
amdd the ablliy to arrace and retaln wlent in publie
administratlon. Beyond bricks and mortar, Thee-2
cltles must also evolve how they think sbout regula-
tlon and Innovation, As hiing In sectors ke fintech
and logistles expands In smoller cltles, regulatory
Nexibal liry will be critlcal,

Th It'st hift ot just n
terms of hiring statistles but as o structural urban
trunsformation, Indin has a rre window: It |s urban-
Ising, digitising, and decentrulising simultaneously.
Eachof these trends can relnforce the others — I the
right Institutions, Incentives, und frameworks are ln
place. Thiswil require dificult reforms: Empowering
ULBs with hnanclal sutoneryy, settling enlorceable
Tullding codes, Integraging lind -use and transit plan-
ning. and rethinking how cltles measure success,
Matrlcs lke 1, lr quality, timie,
and public service delivery need to take precedence
volume or gross domestle

prochuct growth, For now, the slgns are promising,
are willing o bes an smalber cltles, Talent

Is wl:llinq.l tovstary, But without ngovernance model that
muatches the pace of econombc chinge, the galns may

:mlnml::pen.llurui.:lnllnur:m Hml1 access, Most small and marginad farmers have I prowth . Notk only ar | ] ten buckling beneath aver sheer
F iy withoutshared infrustiuc: SuEh gy i welght, T . ther-aclthen
ture, Dt priv | ealsolegltl oeers, Many firr for instance, has posted stronggrowth In— must approach nnmn ot
ST . e ) P . the energy and utilives, pharmaceuticals, and auto-  Infrastrue chupwithde Tt
i = e pr maotive sectors, This shift |s belng driven by a mixof st also antlcipase it. That means investing Ininte-
towards better wmum'llwl'f-‘iﬂlh%ll decen- digital wre, and  grated urban transport, zoning that protects green  prove fragle.
uuliuodwmn:i:ﬂuuhunuundihrmurlruu:1*"-'" sl I 1 e brul P |\mr.mu||mn [ i I un.- gndslng  spaces, wnd data-backed elty planning.

ing, cmudnulhulm [{mu\dl P can own and operate drones, protecting farmers
data Fights tgital infrastructure|d arcas,

Under the veil of Iran’s theocracy

th
metros, Hybrld work models, snmun.ud broadband

fear—how orwhy, who knows,
Tt generatkon 2 abandoned
thetransmission chaln, It took
1o thestreets, middbe fingers

Indda's urban development toalkit s rieher than
wver bielore, Schimes ke the Smait Chles Misslon,

and men “who had no vells 1o
urn; that 18 no clear and rec-

T anithvor 1 ehad, lnstiute for Competitveness,
Wt Ingsuts from Meenalkshl Alith

s Makiwrennd reveals the workngs of
|I1sm|||1ury |M:h cyberpollce in
When Jina

refuisal”— from the theo-

Aminl's parents were allowed o take

AHANKSHYA ABISMRUTA

InSeptember 2022, a 22-year-old Kur-
dishelrunlan toartss In Tehran, Jing
Muhvsa Amind, was arrested by the moeal-
Ity police for wearlng her vell loosely. She
died Inva hospleal a few doys later from
braln haemorrhage. The killing of Jina
Aminl bed wo an uprsing that reverber-
e with the woards “Woman, life, free-
dom"—a uhwu:m!n rmﬂu:h:mwg.

gunat the lslumie Republie of Iran.

ey Wonnan! Life! Frevcam! Echoes of A
Revahitionary Uprising s lran, Leans-
Latedd from the French by Maya Judd,
un:hmpulmln:t:lnmul\-uukumlu high-

the people's movements agalnst tsioc-

racy. She regarcds the 2022 uprsing as the

turming polnt whiete the terror infllcted
and

auich s Kurds, Halochs, Arbs, entered

lghts the undque between
the 2022, Sy, Azadfinsurrection
and |Iu.-lran!|u:|>..u|\|4.k MOV ents
dring the 197 | the Green

malr Tran, Sha writes, “The dam-
agged body of the young girl with the

Mona Lisa smble [ Jina Amini] lay as the
f several forma of doming-

Revolution in IUCM I ehorlngg s, shie revi -

tonand impunity: h«sl:rdm h mide thelr

lts her family h igh her
grandiather nulury,wlm.h nslu:lurmu

lalbla ar !
The fearof violenceengullied gener-

lies,
thie Hiart of e Irandan Revolurtan
(0], Her mother and aunt were kllh.'d
In prisen in the aftermath

athor 18 Tran after the 1070 veve

abution. They feared sudden

disappearances, executions, rapes, loroed
sl

rubsiedd i thie ale.” Moreover,
young glels in school began
tensng up plotures ol the
Suprenie Leader from thelr
tzsthoclks, an act thit wis
cedhentec) wnd unimagin-

able by previous generatlons.
Many of thern dissppeared

FREEDOM!

erutle regime.

Aniother nteresting
aspect to the rebelllon In lran
I the power of mourmning
mothers. the

thelr daughter's body for a funeral. thalr
bl was re-routed, By the time
they arrlved o thele destination, they
had mnl‘n.mxl’lhm haer prior linesses
death, not palkee brutality,

oo, linship among griev-
Ing mothers becamea "driver
of.ln:mh:alumununlil:

and were fownd deacl. ‘mewrl'é':ﬁ of helped them ocoupy o public
‘This outrage agdnst the eadomt Echoss ofy ¢ 10 resdst in afemindst,
merality police, atiisheart,  [Hyehationary Updsing 1t pacifist, manner, In

wis ferninist. Many women In
thelr 208 and younger took to
thistreets to free themselves
mhuw.lllvywml:u:l\ Ilm

Publighud by
\"l:dnllrvuh

lshment of the lslamic Republic, thelr
hilstorkes and exlstence, ke that of many
athem wha dared tostand up o the gov-
m‘n:lu:nl 'nmu! by the state.

ment. People who Inherlted the fearwith-
out kenowing what to lear come fuce to

wobll

tory lh\.nn un&.immu.\!

by fhl:‘wu Makaremi

78 pages 2589

recant years, this movermens
100 saw achange. The
rrsoehens In th 19608 " w'ﬂul

Meanwhile, cyber pollce worked towards
arresting mrmyone whoshowed slgns of
dissent, which bed to the death of the
youngartist Shervin Haflpour whe
uploaded asong, “Faraye” that became
the nthem of the movement,

With genochde, wars, hate-celmes
il growing fscist power ncnoss thie
slul}ul,l his l'\mk uncoversthie nner

T benscw 1y
denth of thelr children, while

new the mothers were
)

after 19979 1o theextent of

v way 1o a

Tnce with it In 2006,

n g under
Ttadl cameto frubtion with

women lan

Kuirchlsbinm — nerons Iin s women 1ok
o thae streets o burn thelrvells in protess

G 7., A Ms Makaremi writes, ..the

h‘.mnw h:nmwnnnu:h|m..s|uln.n:n and.
Supreme Lenders, B

tinheritthis

state! | ovier the public space,
“Intimate, total, enforced by physical

O Man came out nsupport ¢
wamen I el rumbers, and wormen
took the lead for freeing themselves —

They not anly sought
legal resolution of crimes, they also.

e ndded us that mermary.. 38 one of the
faces of justioe,” It hmm.lallylmmm ant

1 le lan
state, Wanian! Life! Freedam? s an
Importane book forthe thmes we liveln,a
must read for anyone losing hope In
humaniey’s future,

The reviewer I an independent welter

because thesate his s Y

| 1
1and X

wrased the history of
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A policy problem: what afflicts chopper ops in Uttarakhand

AISWARYARAJ
DEHRADUN, JUNE 18

SEVEN PEOPLE, including an infant, died af-
ter their helicopter flying from Kedarnath
crashed near Gaurikund in Uttarakhand on
Sunday amid had weather,

The incident took place just weelks after
fivie passengers and the pilot were killed
when their chopper plunged into a gorge
wihile flying to Gangotri in May.

Such accidents have put
private helicopter operators,
especially those operating dur-
img the Char Dham pilgrimage
seasons — between May and June, and
September and October — in Uttarakhand
under the scrutiny of the Directorate General
of Civil Awiation [ DGCA), the regulatory body
fior civil aviation in India.

EXPLAINED

AVIATION

crashed, has been stopped from flying Char
Dham routes. Two helicopter pilots, work-
ing for a different private operator, have been
suspended for six months for fying in “un-
suitable weather conditions”,

Rules for private operators

The Uttarakhand Civil Aviation
Development Autharity ( CADA) a govern-
ment body established in 2013, oversess the
operations of private helicopter operators in
the state. l'hen: am around 20
suchof

1safe flying and

board i

at the moment, according to
UCADACED Sonika.

The UCADA has laid down
terms for private players operating on these
routes. These include the following.

Capping fares: The upper fare for a one
waytrip, let's say from Kedamath to Sersi, per

OCTOBER 2022: dix

n[umd zl’mn.h! chopper meets with

anace

every landing at government helipads,
Capping pilot workload: Each pilot op-
erating shuttles is permitted up to 50 land-
ings per day.
Mandating free flights: A private oper-
ator has to provide 10ftying hours ona non-

Awiation, whichc

passenger can be upto Rs 8000,
After the incident on Sunday Aryan Imposing rovalty: Private operators have
that  topayRs5000asa to the LICADA for

(ALWA[[13] DIPLOMACY

HOW INDIA-ARMENIA ALLIANCE IS
PAYING OFF AMID IRAN-ISRAEL CRISIS

Armenia Azerbaijan
‘Yerevan Y .
&*  Turkmenistan
[
CASPIAN
Turkey SEA
. The 44 km
wide border
between Iran
Irag and Armenia < Tehran Iran
logistical challenges facilitating evacua-
ARJUNSENGUPTA tions through this frontier, The borderwith

NEW DELHI.JUNE 18

AMID ESCALATING hostilities between
Iran and lsrael, the Indian Embassy in
Tehran on Tuesday helped at least 110
stranded students leave the country, fadl-
itating their passage into Armenia
through the Nurduz-fgarak border cross-
ing. A special flight carrying evacuees
from Yerevan will land in New Delhiin
the early hours of Thursday.

Challenge of evacuation
‘With Iranian airspace shut down in-
drhnmly mcuamns from the country
itsland

Irag, on the other hand, lies directly in the
line of fire between Iran and ksrael. While
it remains open at the moment, most of
Irac)'s airports are shut due to the conflict.
The Iran-Armenia border is thus the
mast viable option for Indian evacsees,
especially since Tehran and the Nurduz-
Agarak crossing, some 730 km apart, are
well connected by a major highway.

Basis of Delhi-Yerevan ties

Itis in this context that years of Indian
diplomatic efforts vis-d-vis Armenia are
now paying dividends. The present rela-
tionship isa prudul:t of a few crucial

borders, This is an issue for India, which
shares rather tenuous relations with a
fiew of Iran's neighbours,

Pakistan remains India's primary
geopalitical rival, with whom it only re-

geopalitical ©

mWith Turkeyand Pakistan in the Azeri
camp, India has been a staunch backer of
Armenia in its lingering conflict with
Azerhaijan, primarily over the Magomo-
Karabakh enclave, [n recent years, New

[ basis sach Char Dham pilgrim-

y to Haridwar.

geseason to meet exigencies & determined
by the UCADA, Failure todo so attracts a
penalty of Bs 2 lakh each time,

Rules for taking breaks: Private opera-
tors have toseek the LICADW's permission to
take breaks in flying, even during the mon-
soon season, Withdrawal of any helicopter

landing and capping of ticket prices [which
are meant to be on par with pony rides), pri-
vate operators race tocomplete the as many
sorties as possible to maximise profits,
Veteran aviator Cdr K P Sanjeev Kumar
told The indian Express: “In a region already
loaded with capricious weather that pushes
man and machine to its imits, unreasonable
contractual clauses, extortionate landing
charges, and royalties ane imposed on heli-
copter operators in the Char Dhams by

EXPLAINED [V

Revising the GDP base year

Revisions in base year and the broader updates in the methodology of estimating the GDP go together,
and have the same ultimate objective: to provide a clearer picture of the state of the economy

UbiT MISkRA

SALIRABH GARG, Secretary
India in the Ministry ui Statistics and

Programme Ir
an interview to The Indian Express that the
ministry is revising
culation of Gross Domestic Product (GDF).
The GDP is the central metric to assess
the overall size of an economy; the “base
year" is the year that serves as the starting
point for calculations, At present, the hase
year is 2011-12. The new base year will be
2023-23 Revised series of datawith this base
vear will be released on February 27, 2026
The base year for Index of Industrial
Production {IIF) will also be revised to 2023~
23, while the base year for Consumer Price
Inde, used i assess the rate of inflation faced
by consumers, will i 2023-24,

o pilgrim traffic only UC.'\.D.|‘L'J'h|5 inc
RECENT AVIATION ACCIDENTS IN UTTARAKHAND after the operaior writt=n.ap- practic
proval from the UCADA, Hradrﬁd tha( tthlardhaml]ylngwm—
JUNE 15: Seven peopleare killed after  aftertheir helicopter collides witha NumtthEADMsnmhabh[uranym dcw nsalmadynam:lw’ unmpal_whld\‘
1 e r hillandcrashes in .:rm;ll;lr.rl‘-( b ofany accidentinvolv-  the ] s ratoes |u|h : v
[t ate el 1t
MAY 8:Six people dieafterachopper  AUGUST 2019: Three peogleareliled | "5 " COPErS AW BY private operatars. f:;ffi;ﬁ;"u’;f:;ﬂany byt
plunges intoa Gangotri. when a el din rescue The problem verse conditions...”
APRIL 2024: An Ut - s incloud| of ,_ thattt and con- There are also certain specific concems
i it crashes in Arakot. ditions are at the heart of what make heli-  around the Kedarnath helipad, which is
being hit by the moving tail rotor JUNE 2017 A helicopter engineer in copeer rides inLl khand. intained by UCADA. The helipad is used
blade of a helicopter he was about to Badrinath dies and two pilots are For instance, the royalties imposed on  primarily for seasonal shuttle operations

during the pilgrimage,

But despite recommendations by the
Aircraft Accident Investigation Bureau,it
lacks navigation aids and an air traffic con-
trol facility, and very high frequency radio
waves are used for communication which
can be blodked by the mountains.

The Kedamath Valley also lacks a meteo-
robogical facility withqualified personnel Asa
result, pil ourate in-
formation about the weather,

somet FCDRitberomes

Is this the first such revision?
Mo, it is the eighth. The first set of esti-

onflagration Assuch,  Dedhi has bece ia's higgest mili- mates of national income (COP) for Indiawas
thcbmdulbctwem]ranand]’alﬂan in talysnpplim: af deal in 2022 compiled by ome O

Baloch remains shut for Indian evacuees, oli ing Armeniawith PINAKA under the chairmanship of PC Mahalanobis

Asare Iran's borders with Turkey and multl-banulmr_kn launchers, Akash- 15 air in 1949. The first and final reports by this

ijan, bothe and other ammaments. Committee were brought out in 1951 and

support for Islamabad during Operation
Sindoor. New Delhi's relations with Baku
and kstanbul have taken a nosedive in re-
centweeks, Onthe other hand, India does
not have official ties with the Taliban-
ruled Afghanistan (o Iran's east] at all,
This leaves three countries through
which Indians can theoretically be evacu-
ated — Turkmenistan, Irag, and Armenia.
Iran's border with Turkmenistan is
spalsoly papulamd cspecla]ly on the

de, meaning ant
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B Armenia has publicly endorsed
India’s position on resobving the Kashmir
issue on a hilateral hasis (with Pakistan),
and supports India's aspiration for a per-
manent seat in the UN Security Council.

® Located in the southern Caucasus,
Armenia i acnudal cogofthe Intemational
Morth-South Transport Corridor, which
aims to connect India o Europe through
Armenia and Iran. Developing this route
will help Mew Delhiestablishitselfasama-
jorplayerin the region.

L 8750187501
& drishtijudiciary.com

1954 respectively.
became available the Central Statistics Office
(050} undertook comprehensive reviews of
the methododogy used for caloulating GDF.
The seven revisions till date have been:

T1548-40 10 1960-61 iniug 1967
Ve80-61101970-71 inJan 1978
701 o 1GB0-B1 nFeb 1068
TSa0-1 19956 nFeb 1905
19493-04 10 1999-2000 inJan 2006
19499-2000 to 2004-05 i dan 2010
2004-05t 20112 inJan 2015

These revisions in base year and broader
updates in the methodology of estimating
the GDP go together,

What is the rationale behind these
revisions?

derstandand rupun'dm fth

chear that it is not easy to caloulate, On paper,
GDP measures the current market value of all
final goods and services produced within a
country ina given period of ime (say a quar-
terorayear | The word “final” is crucial.

For instance, a cricket bat is a final good.
It is made of many things — the rubber grip,
the wood, the adhesives, the labour used to
make the hat, etc.— cach of which likely went
through its own production process.

The use of the word “final” in the CDP
definition means that only the final mone-
tary value(incurrent day prices jwill be used
for caloulations, Even if all the data is avail-

.
ised sector, with the informal (or unorgan-
sed ) sector playing a major rode inthe Indian
econamy, were obtained from the Census
conducted decennially in the years ending
with 1 As such, it was natural o make such
years the base years for each revision.

However, since the 1993-94 series, the
C50 started using the work force estimates
from the results of Employment and
Unemployment Surveys of the Mational
Sample Survey Organisation { NSS0), which
are condwucted once every five years.

As a result, since 1999, the base year has
been changm:l every I'M * years [qu]2I]1"]

WEIGHTAGE (IN %o) OF DIFFERENT SECTORS, OLD vs NEW SERIES | HOW NOMINAL GDP (INRS
Sectors 2004-05 | 2011-12 CRORE) CHANGED BETWEEN
Series | Series OLD & NEW SERIES
fishing e B4 B 2004-05 Series W 207112 Series
Mining and quarrying 27 32 W% Difference
Manufacturing 147 181
toGovernment of Electricity, gas, water supply & other utility services 16 24
Ci L 82 94
Trade, repair, hotels and restaurants 174 108
the*hase wear™ for the cal- T e el 73 B5
broadcasting
Financial services 57 58
fessional services | 107 129
Public administration and defence 58 )
Other services 78 65
Total 100 100 2012-13 | 2013-14
Sowrce: MeSP
a]mnutwv:}gl\awmuchthl:yuamSp-endmg was no coincidence, 13 AT, had hoped

to use the results of Consumer Expenditure
Survey (CES) as well as the Perindic Labour
Force Survey (PLFS was an annual survey re-
placing the guinguennial Employment-
Unemployment Surveys), both of whech wene
slated im 2017- 18, to update the GOP dara.
However, both the surveys ran into trou-
ble, with the government raising data quality
questions, The PLFS for 2017-18 had shown
that the unemployment rate had risen toa 45-
yearhighand the CES for 2017-18 showed that
poverty had risen (as evidenced by a fallin
spending ) since 20M1-12, a historic reversal of
trend. After the ebection results of 2019, the
government accepted the PLFS findings, but

ahle (it isn't always), the c of cal-
culations is quite apparent.
Moreover, the economy i

This practic
m.endatlon of the National St.msnca]

fundamental change as years pass.

India started off as a predominantly
agrarian economy. Today, most of the GOP
(around 55%) comes from the so-called
“services” sector while agriculture con-
tributes less than 20%. However, the number
of people involved in agriculture has not
fallen in a commensurate manner,
Estimating GDP from the farm and from the
services sector requires different data sets
and different methodologies.

Further, these methodologies change

COCHTTY,

D# capture th

bed reality of i.l'll.’tl:ll'll:ll'l1y]l'IJLISl one number.

of the linkages in the economy.,
For instance, up until 199, India saw the GDP

It can be caloulated § Ways; say, ei-

therhy

revised once ina decade, chang-
Ing the base toa year that ended with 1. This

be “rebased” at least once in every five yv.\ars

How do regular revisions help?

Regular revisions in base years help in
two broad ways.

COme, they :apmrnhr :hm\gws in thrway
India'sect 1ctior
can beinc and outd ated
froam the calculations, Two, they provide a
maore acourate picture of *real” economic
growth, whichis the economic growth after
removing the effect of inflation.

Why was the base year not changed five
years after 2011-127

The Centre had announced in 2017 that a
new GDP series would be released with 2017-

the CES: never aocepted.
Eventually, these data gaps led to the gov-
emment dropping 2017-18 as the new base
year because it wasn't "normal”. It mast be
noted that 2017-18 experienced the ramifi-
cations of key policy led-disruptions, suchas
the government's decision to overnight de-
monetise 36% of India’s currency base in
Movember 2016, and the introduction of a
Goods and Services Tax regime [replacing
multiple indirect taxes ) in July 2017 India’s
C.DP growth rate registered a sharp deceler-
ing 2017-18. falling

8% in 2016-17 toJess than 4% in 2019-20,
Since the start of 2020, the Covid pan-
demic-induced disruptions have meant that
neither 2020 nor the years immediately af-

ter it coubd be treated as "normal”™ years.
LONGER VERSION ON
indianexpress.com/explained

WhatsApp tointroduce ads: How it currently makes money, what will change

KARAN MAHADIK
NEW DELHLJUNE 18

AFTER YEARS of

Note that these new features will be se-
questered to WhatsApp's ‘Updates” tab,
which is reportedly being used by 1.5 bil-
liom pmplc aday: WhatsApp will not show
| chats or the calls tab,

adwvertisements on its platform.

The Meta-owned platform on Monday

ad-free,
‘WhatsApp, one of the world's most used
communication apps, will soon be placing

The rollout of ads in the Updates tab
marks a turning point for a platform deeply
woven into the social, economic, and polit-
ical fabric of countries across the world. It

announced that itwould beintroducing ads
inits Status feature, where users can share
photos, videos, and text messages that dis-
appear after 24 hours. Now, users will see
spansored ads while browsing through
Sratus updates,
ill also let

mote their Channels, the one-go- many
broadcasting feature to shane textual or vi-
sual content with followers, Moreover, fiol-
lowers will also have the option to pay a
manthly fee and subscribe to individual
Channels for exclusive content,

could signal the start of Meta's broader push

user base, with India asits largest market.
How does WhatsApp currently make
money?

In its early days, WhatsApp had a sub-

scription-based revenue model where
1 everyyear

billion. It scrapped the annual subscri pion
fee two years later, J\I the time um\e acnui-
sition, bathe
against in-app ads and sharing user data
with commercial entities,

‘While Meta does not report platform-
specific revenue, estimates suggest that

Click-to-Wh

onthe mglanandvuhmcnfnmssagns. In addition to these direct revenue  sentoli i th
\pp SATEaIs, netadataon  Accounts Center.

can pay to include a link in thmrads that uzrbehamwrwh»:h cuuldtmufsu;mﬁcanr

opens a WhatsApp chat with users when gespace Asthefa-  Howdoother

they click onit, connecting them directly to
the business, These click-to-message ads
appear on feeds and stories on Instagram,

miliar adage goes; "|fyuu are m( paylng for

WhatsApp's rival, Su;na.'L whichisanin-
ol

the product, you may b

P It non-pi
app, runs on donations and does not have

‘WhatsApp accounts for less than 1% (§1.3  Facebook, and Facebook In  How s work? any investors,
hillion) of the big tech comparny's yearly 2023, Meta CEO Mark Zuckerberg said Ads will be served to users within Discond has adopted a freermium maodel
earnings. Here is how click-t age ads had ) using Meta's technology, The whdlnm\srlutlnsmmslyi-upbutxj—
‘WhatsApp has been generat- reached a §10-billion rev- cumpalqsaldltmﬂdnnt drawfmmusers’  ditior 1a
ing revenue so far; enue run-rate globally, calls,and rice tag, Th i ypular among
Business API: This is TECH WhatsApp Pay: Itis a getadsastha(cmmmwmlld remainend-  gamers also offers a muntl\]ysubscnpnun
WhatsApp's primary revenue way for to-end encrypted. package called Mitrowith acoess to high-qual-
stream, where it essentially directly hmu.gh the app. Instead, pp ity vl i L ji
makes muncy!mmg:rmnmcm .mdemer— While it is lm: For i idual users, busi- o i tias avser's city, country, and However, advertising continues to be

prise customers kooking
with users at scale, This includes e-com-

app. For some PP was
free for the firstyear with the $1 chargeap-
plying from the second year, In 2004, Meta
(then Facebaok) bought WhatsApp for §19

their pur-
chases, airlines and travel apps using
WhatsApp to share boarding passes and
travel alerts, etc, The pricing is ¢

afee for payments re-
ceived th mugh ‘WhatsApp, similar to
other digital payment processors.
WhatsApp Pay has only been rolled out
on a large scale in select markets such as
India, Brazil, and Si

epaperindianexpressicom I 1l

language to determine what ads to show
them, along with tracking user behaviour
such asthe Channels they followed and the
way they interacted with ads.

‘the most papulal business model among
=i, Itisthe

wof revenue for Snap, the company behind
an:-dlat whu:h reported 9% YoY increase

Thie compary will also engage in cross-
platform profiling of users who have cho-

in e to§1.21 hillion in the
Previous quarter.
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A good old conversation

Itis a tall order. But all-party delegations sent to world capitals after Op Sindoor
open up space for government and Opposition to get back on talking terms

SUHAS PALSHIKAR

AT AN INFORMAL interaction with parlia-
mentarians who went abroad in all-party
dclrgatmns w present Indla s case after

Sil Narendra
Mndl is reported to have expressed the opin-
ion that such exercises needed to be institu-
tionalised. How does one understand this
ohservation, gwcn that this |dna could soon
be

inr PM?

The experience of single-party domi-
nance tells us that, among the Opposition,
there are ahways groups, parties and individ-
ual leaders who seek spaces fior collaborat-
ing with the ruling party in the “broader na-
tional interest”™ in the hope that this will
create goodwill, It is indeed a dilemma.

gan:hng ]mﬂla s losses during the conflict.
izzest that the idea of all-
pan'y delegations was informed less by the

it's wish for consensus and more

Asking nid o pushing
the government o maodify its course of ac-
tion is the basic job of the Oppaosition; join-
ing hands with the government in times of
national orisis is its eocasional duty, Similarky,
aruling party — more so, adominant party —
is supposed to be magnanimows in building
consensus. But by its very nature, the poli-
tics of dominance means that the ruling
party is excpected to decimate the Oppasition
in order to perpetuate dominance, The cur-
rent season of cooperation and “listening™
needs to be situated in this context.
In the 11 long years of the B]Ps current
n.|]r there have been very few ocl:as]nns af
ion between the top f
thc ruling party and the Oppaosition. Aftera
long period of acrimony and distrust, this
year's summer witnessed a rare moment.
Not only did the entire Opposition support
the government in its action post-Pahalgam,
the government, too, extended an olive
branch by sending multi-party delegations
across the globe to plead India’s case, For this
spirit of sudden bonhomie to turn into a
demacratic practice, and if one were not o
be swayed by the almost naive enthusiasm
Ppardi F -

by domestic tactical concerns.

Tomatch thisweak spirit of cooperation,
the debriefing after the international visits,
whichcould have taken place at an all-party
meeting, did not imvolve even the LoP It al-
minst looks, right from the beginning, asif the
entire exercise was aimed at marginalising
the leadership of the Opposition parties and
indulging in acharm offensie towhich quite
a few parliamentarians seem to have suc-
cumbed, Fredictably, such questioning will
be brushed aside in the current ethos of ul-
tra-sensitive nationalism but one must make
adistinction between the “national interest”
of presenting India's case about terrorism
and Pakistan on the one hand, and the na-
tional interest in evolving a gemuine consen-
sus in times of crisis on the other hand.

But in a sense, the issue is not about
India's international image alone, It is also
about a routine exchange of ideas and ex-
plorations into passible areas of non-acri-
monious politics. The PM's reported view
that sucha practice {of all-party delegations)
needs i be institutionalised seems confined
to the arena of foreign policy, but one can

p
ticipated in these delegations, this develop-
ment reguires that two setsof critical ques-
tioms be addressed,

The first set of questions pertains to the
specific case of the curment cooperation. In
the noise over a diplomatic coupin sending
multi-party delegations, we forgot to ask
why the entire establishment became so
sensitive both during and after the May con-
Hu:t thata number of mlnur criticisms are

ti-national
orseditious, There is no record of the parlia-
mentarians whowv:nt ahrua:l having asl«:d
this question b
There does not seem to have oocurred any
tough questioning on why the PM chose not
to address the all-party meeting to take
everyone into confidence. Even as the dele-
gations were presenting India’s case across
countries, the government and the ruling
party were busy hurling abuse at the main
Opposition party for asking questions re-

AAKASH JOSHI

expand it o ic politics as well.
There are at beast three ways inwhidh the
"M can think of initiating dialogue with the
Oppaosition, One is a very general dialogue
that might be institutionalised — say, listen-
ing toall chief ministers once a year andjor
having a one-on-one meeting with the
Leader of Opposition in every qua.rtrr The
other is a more specific ¢ nir-

The experiment of all-party
delegations may have
suggested that such gestures
have both limited partisan
15 for the ruling party as
also broader gains of
consensus building, Eleven

ritants in federal practices — like the n:||.c af
Eovernors or the questions of resource-shar-
ing. Third is a more crisis-driven conversa-
tion. Whenever complicated issues arise,
such as the crisis in Manipur, or deep con-
cermns emerge, such as over delimitation, or
when issues of longstanding relevance to
the guality of democracy arise, such as the
quality of public rhetoric by political bead-
ers, the FM may invite Opposition parties
for a conversation,

The experiment of all-party delegations
may d that such
both limited partisan gains for the ruling

years after assuming power,
the PM may have had
Lnl:ugh of adulation and
narc . So, it will not be
a bad idea to build on the
spirit of cooperation that the
ruling party has adopted in
the current instance and the
virtue of cooperation that
many Opposition MPs
have discovered,

CR Sasikumar

party as also broader gains of consensus
building. Eleven years after assuming power,
the PM may have had enough of adulation
and narcissism, 5o, it will not be a bad idea
to build on the spirit of cooperation that the
ruling party has adopted in the current in-
stance and the virtue of cooperation that
many Opposition MPs have discovered.
After all, givens the BJFs dominance and its
smooth bounce back after the setback of
2024, the party may stop indulging in the
small-time politicking of poaching a few

MPs ingup a few and think
of alarger politics of dominance in the realm
ofideas and practices.

At one level, this is a tall order because,
right from the 1990s, the rise of the B]F has
been predicated on an adversarial style of
politics — it has pitched itself against some-
thing or someone. The penchant for calling
anyone opposed to it anti-national repre-
sents that constant self-image of being en-
circled by enemies of the country, At keast in
formal ements, the all

WWWINDIANE XPRESS.COM

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“What is collapsing in Gaza is not just infrastructure, Itis the

mmpIL thateven

war has rules. When those rules are waived for allies, no one is safe.”

= THEGUARDIAN

Onus on
poll body

Election Commission

doesn't share adequate

voting-related information with people. That
preventsa meaningful analysis of electoral process

254

i L] Al
JAGDEEP S CHHOKAR

O JUNE 8, this newespaper carried a report
('Rahul's attack on EC doesn't match poll
data, officials say bid to “defame™ ) contra-
dicting an op-ed onits deas Page ( Match-
fixing Maharashtra', IE, June 7), The report
was accompanied by a "Special to The
Express" article by the Chief Minister of a
state governed by a political party differ-
ent from that of the op-ed writer,

Inthe June 7 op-ed, the writer claims o
have provided various instances of imegu-
Larities in the 2024 Maharashtra Vidhan
Sabha elections. While this op-ed artrib-
uted the irregularities to the Election
Commission of [ndia (EC) and the ruling
party/coalitioninMaharashtra, this paper's
analysis quoted ECI reports and “sources”.
Both articles have been somewhat eco-
nomical with the truth. They have chosen
totell a part of it

Let us consider the first issue raised
in both the op-ed and this paper's report.
The op-ed subtitles this: “Step 1: Rig
lht:pamlfnrappmnlmmtn}umpmﬁ The

of reports, all speaking in one voice, reas-
sures us that even acting within the
bounds of the authority available to the
Juidicial Branch, we miust lay diwn normes."
Iradded, " We declare that as far as appoint-
ment to the posts of Chief Election
Commissioner and the Election
Commissioners are concerned, the same
shiall be done by the President of India on
the basis of the advice tendered by a
committee consisting of the Prime
Minister of India, the Leader of the
Opposition in the Lok Sabha and, in case
there is no such leader, the leader of the
largest party in the Opposition in the Lok
Sabha having the largest numerical
strength, and the Chief Justice of India. This
norm will continue tm hold good till alaw
is made by the Parliament.”

The chronology of the events indicates
that the Law had to be made because the
Supreme Court took the matter intoits own
hands and decided to “lay down the
nomms", Just for the record, a petition chal-
lenging the constitutionality of the law,
which is clearly tilted in favour of the exec-
utive, is pending in the Supreme Court.

The entire truth about the first of the
five issues is quite clear. It needs to be re-
vealed for the remaining four issues raised
in the op-ed as well.

Elsewhere, | have described in detail
what | call the Mational Electoral System,
which has four aspects; Voter/electoral
rolls; poll scheduling, post-poll activities,
cl.cl:lmmlcvntmgmal:hmrs Possibilities of

repart calls this: if Election
Commissioners”. The op-ed states,
“The 2023 Election Commissioners
Appointment Act ensured that Election
Commissioners are effectively chosen by
the Prime Minister and the Home Minister
by a 2:1 majority since the third member,
the Leader of the Opposition, can always
be outvoted. These gentlemen are also the

gations have been praised by thc EOVErT-
ment, indicating the possibility that
Opposition parties ane not necessarily anti-
national. Whllr: itis unl]l«:ly that thls spmt

topo in the contest whose um-
pires are being chosen, " The relevant sec-
tion of the report starts with; *The fact is
that SuCCessive ZOVEITIMEnts aCTnss party
lines — including the UPA — had opportu-

ofc will
drum of competitive politics, this moment
has given the BJP a chance to overcome its
obsession of being the sole upholder of
national interest,

At another level, this is a challenge for
Maodi the person. The history of the past
decade threw up multiple opportunities for
Maodi to become a statesman, overcoming
his natural flair for being a deeply acrimo-
mious politician, He let go of most of them,
Given the angularity of the Hindutva |dcnl-

nities to insti alise a more transpar-
entappointment mechanism but failed ro
do 50" After quoting two recommenda-
tions, made in 2007 and 2015, which were
not accepted by the government, it quotes
“asenior EC official” assaymg "Now for the

mischief exist at every one
of these major stages. It is impossible to
prove heyond doubt that they did not ac-
tually happen. That's because physical ac-
cess toallthe is
exclusively with the ECl and the agency is
less than willing to share information with
voters. When pushed, it has maintained
that laws and rules exist for everything and
it scrupulously follows them, But things
may not actually work this way.

Acase in point is Form 17C, which con-
tains the details of the total number of votes
recorded on the day of polling, and the to-
tal number of registered voters. The ECT
maintains that it follows the Conduct of
Blection Rules and provides copies of this
formtoall candidates or their polling agent.
‘What often happr.'m onthe ground is that
all- have polling agents —

firsttime, al by T under

major polit-

Article 335 is in place since 2023 for the ap-
pointment of CEC and ECs. Which is better
— the earlier system or the new one?”

Itisafact that successive governments
a lines did not.

oy, thene will be limirs to any o
the

of ities to instituti amore
‘mechanism, and

that might possibly take plac
ruling party and the Opposition,

But as reported by this newspaper, the
M “listened intently™ tomany non-BJF MPs,
It might not be a had idea for those MPs to
persuade the Prime Minister and convince
i to bring the good old idea of comversa-
tion hack to Indian politics — adeepidealog-
ical chasm notwithstanding,

The writer, based in Pune,
ought Political Science

For America, Israel first

Trump's blind backing of Netanyahu takes a toll on the US

UNTIL AWEEK before srael attacked Iran,
there was a note of quiet triumphalism in
the Gulf and out of Washington, US
President Donald Trump's visit in May o
ion did not include a trip to lsrael, He

received with some delight a $400-million
Boeing 747 from (atar as a "gift™; he was
mushing about Saudi Arabia's Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman; he visited Syria
and praised its new president, Ahmed al-
Sharaa (once a proscribed person by the
US), and sought to draw support for an ex-
pansion of the Abraham Accords. [n June,
the US Committes on Foreign Relations re-
portedly removed Syria from a list of pro-
scribed nations, “rogue states”, All this in
addition to ongoing negotiations with
Tehranon a fresh nuclear deal, which would
have struck a balance between non-prolif-
eration and Iran's civilian nuckear needs,

These gains could have been steps to-
wards the elusive goal of *peace in the
Middle East”. They could have helped
Trump say he has "Made America Great
Again®, Instead, they are now, at least for
the foreseeable future, footnotes in
Benjamin Netanyahu's  self-serving,
Orwellian foreign policy, backed uncondi-
tismally by the Trump administration. For
‘Washington, backing Netanyahu's “war-is-
peace” ideology and actions aren't just hurt-
ing West Asia, They are undermining and
harming America.

The term *rogue state” has been out of
fashion in foreign policy circles for some

years now, In any event, the “rogueness” of

astate had little to do with objective crite-
ria (though it claimed to) and more with
how it aligned with the West's and the US's
foreign policy interests, Broadly speaking,
rogue states are believed not to follow in-
ternational rules and norms, to suppart mil-
itant and rerrorist groups, and to be “dan-
gerous to other nations”, "Rogue states”™,
“axis of evil”, etc, are categories deployed
by the American establishment against
countries that openly threaten US interests.
Iran has often featured on such lists, as have
Cuba, Afghanistan, Venezuela and North
Korea, It might be time for America to put
Israel on that list. For, under Netanyahu, it
fits all the criteria — persecution and killing,
nuclear weapons capability, supporting
non-state actors, assassinations, etc,
American soft power is arguably at its
lowest point since the end of the Cold War.
Institutions like Harvard, Columbia and Yale
— American universities as a whole, really —
served LS interests in at least three ways.
First, by attracting the best talent from
around the world, they have ensured that
American companies and labs continue to
lead the technology and innovation race.
Second, by becoming the educational des-
tination of choice for elites from around the
world, including and especially India and
China, they ensure cultural and even polit-
ical goodwill from “leaders” and “influ-
encers” in these countries in decades to

«come, Third, universities were symbols of

the promise of the "American dream” in a
way that was h material, They

dlid with the Rafah offensive last year. Even

said to theworld that, unlike China, it is pos-
sible to speak your mind, protest and re-
cefve an education that could give you a bet-
ter life. America's wealth and power come
not despite the freedoms that it provides
but because of them.

Israel’s reprisal for the October 7, 2023,
terrorist attack by Hamas has claimed
55,000 Palestinian lives so far, The suffer-
ingof civilians, including being on the brink
of starvation, the killing of children, and the
refusal to let aid through, has been wit-
nessed by the world in real time. Students
and faculty in American universities have
protested these atrocities and the LS's sup-

when it Trump's attempts at
diplomacy in the Middle East, it gers
America's support. Netanyahu's actions say
to the world that he can take the US for
granted, that even a leader as mercurial as
Trump will back him no matter what,

The question is; Why?

Whether in terms of trade, as a regional
guarantor of LIS interests or even political
capital expended, Israel takes more from
America than it gives, As political scientist
John ] Mearsheimer said during an ldea
Exchange with this newspaper last year:
“The LIS has a remarkably close relationship
with [srael... Why is this? The answeristhe
Israel labby. You have this group of institu-

port for the regi The
Demacrats and Joe Biden certainly lost at
|east some votes due tothis support. But the
political cost has another dimension aswelL
Trump has attacked Harvard and other uni-
versities, almost barring foreign students,
inresponse tothese protests. The man who
sought to “Make America Great Again” is
undermining the source of that greatness.
This may be due to his attitude m domestic
politics and dissent. But it's being done in
the name of and for lsrael,
Diplomatically, leaders both “weak”
{like Biden) and *strong” { as Trump imag-
ines himself to be) seem unable to control
Israel and Metanyahuw. There is no cost, no
consequence for Tel Aviv for crossing the
“red lines” laid dowwn by Washington, as it

tions and i in the US who work
overtime to make sure that it supports [sracl
no matter what... The lsraelis know full
well they can do whatever they want, and
the [srael lobby will protect them on the
American home front.”

Part of Trump's appeal to his MAGA base
is that he is anti-war. Many Americans are
tired of spending their blood and treasure
overseas, as things seem to get worse at
home, Trump is fond of making deals — on
trade, security and much else. His agenda,
he claims, is America First, Unfortunately,
the “rogue state” of lsrael under Netanyahu
ismaking him put the lsraeli government’s
agenda ahead of the US national interest,

aakash.ji i, com

Parliament did make a law in this regard
for the first time in 2023. There is, how-
ever, more to it. The entire truth is a litthe
maore than these two “facts™ combined.
The Supreme Court, in a 378-page judg-
ment on March 2, 2023, said, "The refusal
of Parliament, despite what was contems-
plated by the Founding Fathers, and what
s more, the availability of a large number

||:a] parties, orwho are rich themselves, can
afford to have palling agents. Soin fact, not
all candiclates get copies of Form 170,
Inaddition, voters donot have access to
this form, Therefore, citizens interested in
the electoral process cannot use the forms
from all padling booths and all constituen-
cies i meaningfully analyse the integrity of
the electoral process. Mow is the time to
disclose the entire truth that is known only
to the Election Commission of India. Not
doing so would mean that arguments
‘would rely on incomplete information,

The writer is a founder-member of the
Asspciation for Democratic Reforms

ESCALATION LADDER
THIS REFERS TO the editorial,'Abyss
staresback'(IE, June 18). The conflict be-
rw\'_'m Israel and Iran has pushrd \M:sl
of awar.F

Benjamin Netanyahu's June 13 strike on
Iran has 1|';n|md a :I.mgamus ul-{nr tat.
Iran's b f over 3

sponse underscores how miscaloulated
this act of aggression was, The civilian il
in lsrael is tragic, and the risks of wider
regional destabilisation are growing.
Eqqually alarming |smcnmugThcanarJ{

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

must go on' (IE, June 18). Article
1% 1){a) of the Constitution guarantees
freedom of speech and expression to
every citizen so that the vax papuli can-
not be stifled by the establishment,
Besides, in this case, if Kamal Haasan
has said anything inflammatory, he
«can be taken to court. But halting any
maovie, which is the outcome of the
hard work of numerous people, is
ridicubous, Such arm twisting by vigi-
lante groups should be dealt with
sternly so that their move to gain

came just days be
US-Iran nuclear ralks, rl'ﬁ:nlwlydnraﬂ-
ing the diplomatic track. While lsrael
aims for dominance, lran seeks deter-
rence, Thisspiral benefits no one. Donald
Trump has claimed he remains open o
a dbeal with Iran, but his insistence that
Tehran abandon all nuclear enrichment
s unrealistic. Iran's leadership won't
wiedd Trump must act now.

Sanjay Chopra, Mohali

IDEAFENING SILENCE
THIS REFERS TO the article, ‘Missing:
Global leadership'(IE, June 18), The ar-
ticke is in total sync with the editorial
today. The silence of the world's regula-
tory bodies is deafening and we all
watch with agony the mindless loss of
lifier and property in West Asia and else-
where. Humanity and common sense
have been dumped in some obscure
abryss and the world is gliding towards
total annihilation,

Sanjeev Ralma, Creater Noida

LET IT SCREEN
THIS REFERS TO the editorial, 'Show

cheap popularity at the cost of consti-
tutional ethos is curtailed,
Devendra wasthl, Licknow

HISTORIC MOMENT

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, ‘Code
name M'(IE, June 18). Espionage hasal-
ways remained a vital instrument inin-
fluencing the development of civilisa-
tions, The appointment of Blaise
Metreweli as the first woman chief of
MIE is a historic moement. In ancient
India, the stories of Vishkanyas found
in texts such as Panchatantra and the
Kmthusaritsagonm often portray the role
of women spies, In medieval times,
women like Usha Mehta and Noor
Inayat Khan were crucial in the Indian
freedom struggle tm gather information
oM resistance movements against colo-
nial rule. The role of Mitali Madhumita
in Kabul is admirable as well. We have
many such stories of Indian female
spies like Anita Dixit, Kamala Bhagwat,
among others, who defied gender
norms and exhibited extraordinary
bravery and resourcefulness in their
pursuits and missions.
Vallshav

Gayal, Chandigarf
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Playing with fire

Targeting of nuclear plants in Iran and Ukraine poses
global risks in an age of fragile energy transitions

TheIndian EXPRESS
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RAMNATH GOENKA

BECAUSE THE TRUTH INVOLVES US ALL

POINTED & NEEDED

P Modi reiterates that India charts its own course, brooks no
third-party mediation, Breakthrough with Canada is welcome

[EN LIS PRESIDENT Donald Trump announced a “ceasefire” between
India and Pakistan in May — claiming he had used trade to nud ge both
sides — N'_'wl}clh xssuﬂdasharpiymded rebuttal, It also released a
inthat fraught pe-
y Trump
—wholeft the G7 summit in Canada early il A inthe
Iran-tsrael conflick — Prime Minister Narendra Modi has surely and firmly set the record
straight. Washingeon played no rode in the suspension of hostilities with Pakistan, he said.
Mo discussions had taken plal:L' at any level regarding trade, and Operation Sindoor is still
ongning, Accordil s, PM Modi underlined that “India has
not accepted amy mediation in the past, doesn’t accept it at present. andwﬂl notacceptitin

the future”, Historically, India has cept third-party and successive
ian s have attempts

Kashmir i, Tmimrw|mimgmmrnxnnnal.

he global Indiac Trump

era,and other MM termor 7 Outreach

Session address, calling on all 1om firm actiom.

Apart from being his first aumupcrmnSmduuanduthcrmnhls:allunm

WWW.INDIANEXPRESS.COM

WoRrDLY WISE
BEHIND EVERY EXQUISITE THING THAT EXISTED,
THERE WAS SOMETHING TRAGIC.
— OsCAR WILDE

SYED AKBARUDDIN

IN AN AGE of climate urgency and energy
scarcity, nuckear power is on the cusp of be-
ing rediscovered, This ime not as a Cold War
relic, but as alifeline. It offers countries seek-
ing low-emission, high-reliability power
what few other sources can; Base load sta-
hility in an increasinghy unstable workd,

Yo, just as it gains renewed refevance, it's
Faclng anew kind of threat — bu:anuru;a tar-

Israel's recent strike

clcar sites to military activity around
Ukeraine's Zaporizhzhia nuclear pcmurplam,

el

ing principle; That nucluarhtlllms must be
protected, inwar and pe
These are nnnsnlate:l incidents, While
echoing past precedents like the Israeli
strikes on Iraq's Osirak reactor in 1981 and
Syria's Deir ez-Zor in 2007, these instances
also reflect a new, trowbling trend. Civilian
nuclearinfrastructure is now being treated as
astrategic rarget. A red line once widely re-
spected is being crossed with frequency.
This pattern signals a slow collapse of a
ing that, however imper-

Trump, P Modi's pmscm:e ar the G7 summit in Kananaskis

for another

Fm:r has helped mrrcarastrnphc This shift

reason, ia-C. which hacl b by
during the final 15 months of former Prime Minister Justin Trudeau's tenune, The break-
through with Canada is a welcome development, Under Trudeaw, who had publicly ac-
cused India of i in the killing of Khali Hardeep Singh Mijjar on
fan.dlansml diplomatic ties hit rock bottom, The de- “anada be-
lection of Mark C inManch. At the G7, both sides i
highc sl hat rdsa comprehen-
siEeCOnomic par i ihlish a joine
‘working group on transnational crime. That said, Carney's gummment ‘would need to do
much more to address New Dethi's concems about Ottawa's attitude towards Khalistani

sor fail o Id i if repairing ties.

This G7 summit [ i i amicl thy i Israel hostilities. It
|samntmnglehalpmwu |ncll:l|ng]nd|a,nmdlnm|miur\\.\ard hopml\TL*IMw
and Teh fire. By not
urges “de-eacalation” but stops i fi the G7 missed.
nity and showed how limited irs leverage may be.

NOT EITHER/OR

Focus onvulnerable ecosystems in revamped Green India
Mission is welcome. Improving livelihoods is also important

HE COVERNMENTS DECISION to revise the Green India Mission (GIM and fo-
s on ing landscapes, such as i Aravalli range, the
‘Western Ghats and the Himalaya, is welcome. Framed in 2014 during the last
days of the LIPA guw:mmm the mxsnn is m:n only crucial to meeting India's

iom and food and wa-

eli it far
ter seourity, i

country's ree cover,

just for the coun-
tms imvolved, but for the world. One miscal-
culation, one errant strike, could spark a ra-
diological disaster, endangering thousands
and contaminating entire regions,
International law provides clear protec-
tion, Article 56 of the 1977 Additional
Protocesd | to the Geneva Conventions pro-
hlhlts attacks on “works and installations

Tsrael has justified its
ongoing actions against
Iranian nuelear sites as acts
of preventive self-defence.
On the other hand, Tran
remains a signatory to the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation
TrLaLy {NPT). It has

s, inc!
clnal plants, from which civilian harm could
result. The International Atomic Energy
Agency(IAEA) has, in many resolutions, con-
demned strikes on safeguarded nuclear fa-
cilities as violations of international law and
the UN Charter.

Israel has justified its ongoing actions
against [ranian nuclear sites as acts of preven-
tive self-defence, citi i

clared facilities, i anden-
richment i pons-grade.
Isracliofficials inaction ri i

Iran cross the nuclear military threshold un-
der civilian cover, On the other hand, Iran re-

L 1y maintained
that its nuclear programme
is for peaceful purposes and
s declared nuelear facilities
are under IAEA safeguards,
These contrasting

approaches highlight a
deeper ter Betwe
imperative to enforce non-
proliferation and the need to
uphold the legitimacy of
international safeguards,

1the

mains a signatory to the Nuclear Non-

scale up dcpluymm.

Proliferation Treaty (NFT) It has ¢
intai its nuclear is for
il lared nuclear fa-

lear flect, the risk
:alculus changes if attacks on TEACTOrS are
ised, Thisis not

cilities are under [AEA safeguards,
These contrasting appmacims hlg'hllgm

tion, Even amid deep tensions, India and
Pakistan have upheld a rare example of nu-

adeeper tension clear restraint. Since 1991, both have ob-
enforoe non-) pmllfclatlr.m and tlw need w served the Agreement on the Prohibition of
uphald the Artack against Nuclear Installations and
guaJd;Smkmg monitored sms may seem Pacl!tlesth.lwassgnndlannMr]!lBB
but it it ng the pres- — exc v and pledg-
msysmmdesu;nndmlmcpammn:energy ing not to strike them,

peaceful, If internationally ﬂleguarded nu-
clear sites are v ill

YYears ago, as an Indian diplomat, | had ex-
changed such lists with a Pakistani counter-

have cnnl'dmm ina mu]tl]amul non-pro-
lifirati cannot p
tection against wnilateral strikes?

This issue is not about taking sldus be-

part on a New Year's Day as part of an annual
process, This confidence-building measure
has endured and shows that even adver-
saries can respect a shared red line, India's

tween lsrael and Iran, It's about
principle that protects everyone: Muclear in-
Frastluctum is not a battlefield, Radiati

continued to this
wm oW umﬂrscnms its record of respon-
its credi-

Once released,
spmads without regard for borders, flags
Or causes,

Muclear power today is not just about
weapons. It's a cornerstone of economic de-
velopment and climate action, More than
30 countries operate civilian nuclear energy
reactors, and many more are investing in
nuclear power to reduce fossil fuel reliance
and meet growing industrial needs.
According to recent news reports, even the
‘World Bank is shifting its long-held reluc-
tance to finance nuclear projects as part of
a hroader strategy to meet skyrocketing en-
ergy demand in developing countries,

India thus has a major stake i in this con-
versation The colk

hility in calling for global protections,

How far can existing legal protections
stretch in the face of these new threats?
Current legal instruments are fragmented
and lack enforcement. What's needed is a
hmdmgmtmatluml mnumtlr.m that bans

ilian ruclear faciliti all
circumstances. Such anormwould promaote
restraint, protect lves and preserve prospects
of glohal energy growth while also safe-
puarding the global nuclear framework.

In aworld shaped by climate stress, dig-
ital expansion, and geopolitical volatility, nu-
clear power remains one of the few tools ca-
pdaleedduliw:ringdum reliable,large-scale

toelec

civilian nuclear infrastructure
only the nuclear order but also our energy
security and development goals. India has
setanambitious target of 100 GW of nuclear
capacity by 2047, up from about B GW today.
‘With rising industrial demand and a com-
mitment to net-zer goals, nuckear power is
central to India's long-term energy strate gy,
Plans toamend the Atomic Energy Act, 1962,
and the Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage
Act, 2000, announced in the budget, are un-
i i and

W

regions, the demand for
nuclear power is only growing.

But, if we allow attacks on muclear instal-
lations to gounaddressed, every atomic plant
bccan'msa pumnualiumt target and every

k s time to n:aﬂ'lrrn asimple, urgent prin-
ciple:; Muclear infrastructure is not a target.

The writer is former permanent represen-
tative of India to the United Netions, and
dean, Kautitya School of

Public Policy, Hydernbad

LOVE, IN MANY COLOURS

As Kerala HC upholds rights of transgender couple to be recognised as parents

KATYAYANI SANJAY BHATIA

IC.REWLI'P!n an arypu:al family. My pm-

However, it has been criticised for enired approach
tice tc goal ofec Irevival, The GIM's revised document attempts
10 COLINSE COeTect, Eqmcla'lly salient is its emphasis on zeming in on micmo-climatic zones
through “regi tices”, This initiati ined with ad-
dmsslng.umdmrmmuf“ iginal GIM, which —re-
ating inc i people by om th

The hats, the Aravalli o the Hirmal

and me,often referring to themselves asour
— those who reached the

including deforestation, human-wildlife conflicts and changing lamfal] patmrns
tourism have added

Last year, the car.mmphlc landslide in Wayanad underlined that the depletion of green
oover and erratic rainfall had madc the area susceptible to disasters. The new G]M docu-
ment the has degraded oftrees

Similarly, g hunks
of the Aravalli msmm cspeaal},nu Iu]ls — has brought the Thar Desm close to the
Mational C;

Eardlahlteal!lcrdlanmdld Whenever life
threw curveballs at us, we sat down, talked,
decided, and then tried to transform the
stress into a symphony that onby we under-
stood. [ often found it amusing when my
peers gawked at how our household func-
tioned, for no conversation was off limits, and
for ouraspirations, there were no limits, Asa
young woman, when | interact with friends
and peers, now fully cognisant of how thisis

IN Goob FAITH

——

When we look past the
gender binary, we realise that
the gendered mental load
that our parents carry is not
just theirs, but ours too, The
expectations that we asa
seemingly ‘progressive
generation’ are imposing on
our parents are also gender-
tinted. We become complicit
in the march of the gendered
household norms when we

sit and discuss finances with
our fathers, while expecting
our mothers to fend for

our nutrition,

manifestations of love and of families may
not be typical but they are as real as their
traditional counterparts”,

The HC alsoreiterated, “Familial relation-
ships may take the form of domestic, unmar-
ried partnerships or queer relationships, A
howsehold may be a single-parent house-
hold for any number of reasons, Similarly,
the puardians and caretakers (who tradition-
ally ocoupy the roles of the ‘mother’ and the
‘father') of children may chamge with remar-
riage, adoption, o fostering.” While reading
and appreciating this progressive march of
the law, | wondered whether, asa socicty, we
let pur parents be parents, without the bur-
den of the gender binary. Despite the gener-

endlessly on this in my own atypical fam-
ily, | have come to accept and realise that
blood is not the thickest of all, love is, And if
love flows through a family I've borrowed,
[ will embrace it, for | know that partner-
ships and families, whether traditional or
atypical, should just be a manifestation of
lowe, not dury.

The binary is not just one we impose; it
is also one we expect. When we grow up
looking at life in black and white, allowing
ey we
forget that the beauty of living and loving is
in the VIBGYOR, For my friends who are liv-
ing together as a family without any vows;

ation gap, our

ocoupy the moral high ground of standing
by their ward in dﬁﬂl‘si of being the sacri-
ficial elder who i

being above their o, [n this process, we
forget to accept their mistakes, We tend to
deprive them of human fallibility.

forthe kidsassingle pa

for thase ¢ : for those
wanting not

hyhlr.llagy for myself being raised now with
astrong e, a5 | lost a par-
ent) raisi T daugh-

ters; all | see is how beautiful the spectrum is
beyond the binary.
‘O raditi

hinary, we
realise that the gendered mental load that
our parents carry is nof just theirs, but ours
too. The expec
“progressive generation” are imposing on
our pa:rmts are. also gender-tinted, We be-
con vd
household num\swiwnwc sit and discuss
finances with our fathers, while expecting
our mathers to fend for our nutrition.
It does not stop here. While ruminating

C may seem
normal to us, but the euphoria of knowing
you are loved and you can bove without bor-
ders, legal or emotional, is empowering The
moment you ook beyond the binary is the
moment the rainbow appears, and you get
to choose the colours.

The writer is an afficer of the Indian
Revenue Service (Income Tael
Views are persona

The of most ecological h in the country has been trapped in the en- not the norm, | try being the friend who is a
i i In2011,a panel chai i i i rho ki i
lined the need it ivitiesin th 160,000 sq km stretch of ‘who speaks sans filters, and who gives emo-
the hats, i i i T itical spec- tionally. That is my way of honouring the
frum, Th £ the K Kasturi Ih on paper, Similarky, i ingi I

illegal i in the Aravalli range d 1 SC orders, includi So, [ read, in awe, the judgment of the
illega quanzng-n-rr b . I. e iy nFi: KeralangllEuu.rrgammgFuu—mnhald
radr '’ . Zahiya ing her par-
L, Mwil, therefore, bet pe ents"parents”, without any gender associ-
ple's ngical security. ation, | revelled in what ourlaw now recog-
nises as atypical families. Zabiya's parents,
atrans man and a trans woman, petitioned
L ATE RETURN that Zabiya's birth certificate should not re-
fier to the gendered identities of the parents
as mather and father, as the “mother” on
Ittook awhile but the British Library reinstating thelbilt’;c:r:iﬁrrgnmij ler?d:r[@;w l[ifm;; a
1t : male, and the “father”, the life of a female.
Oscar Wilde's reader pass is welcome news The HC, while observing that this was a
rare and exceptional case, also invoked the
UOTING OSCAR WILDE is mua‘lly.mmrme n creative writing, a test of one's S0 2077 ehs‘:variun where it said., "Such

aphoristic talents; if | st hing up. In that spirit,

here's hiw he might have reacted to his British Library reader pass being rein-

stated 130 years after its canl:nl'l.amn following his comviction for “gross inde-

cency”™: “Ahways forg ETEmes; them somuch.” That's one of those

Eive
wild e} witticisms, of uncertain lineage, that prow] the drawing rooms of the internet.
Wilde was comvicted in 1895 and sentenced to two years' hard labour after he fiell afoul
of the Marguess of Queensberry, who had fiound out that the Irish playwright and his son,
Alfred 'Bum Douglas, were lovers and accused hlmedbcmga *sodomite”. The hardships

of i shaped th ional and that was De Profundis,

wnmm as a letter to Dnug]as Exile, penury and death followed soon after his release, It

2N tobede-

criminalised in Englan:l..mdmodmr y fior mo convicted

t noushy. i

oflegislatii e Alan Turing law — after omputer sci-
entistwho ted to the cruelty of chemi for hi ientati

‘Whether Wilde was among thy isalittle a5 N NAMES WETe

m)cmd In any case, as his gm\dsan told a UK newspaper, “all it would do is make the
fieel better about itself, Hnmry ' hlswu'y and ynm:an tstart rewrit-

ingit."
come,

Briti LIilan'lrysl:lm:slnn.It's.!r.le.m.'.rimugh—l:n."lhap&
the [fbrary ought to pay a fine. As Wilde almost definitely said, “The public is wonderfully
toderant, It forgives everything except genius."

- INDIAN EXPRESS [;]
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PM ON PAKISTAN

PRIME MINISTER RAJIV Gandhi has ex-
pressed reservations about Pakistan not
Eoing nuclear despite assurances from the
United States and France that they would
take every step to see that Pakistan does not
produce a nuclear weapon. Gandhi said that
hewas satisfied with the S assurance, “but

plans to visit China in the near future. A
summit meeting with Deng Xiaoping does
not appear to be on the Prime Minister's
agenda at present, although New Delhi has
been receiving suggestions from the
Chinese government that the Indian Prime
Minister should make a goodwill visit to
China, Sud| a\uslt Ehma feels, will give a
boost

Pakistan up
its nuclear ® India i
wigilant, he added. As for arms supplies to
Pakistan, the PM said India had no objec-
tion to this as such,

INO CHINA VISIT
WHILE PRIME MINISTER Rajiv Gal\dhl has
already visited Moscow and

a new climate for the resolution of the
boundary dispute,

CEASEFIRE IN SRI LANKA
THE SRI LANKAN government announced
the cessation of hostilities in the island’s
strife-torn Morthemn and Easnrm provinces
and the si of some

weell-placed sources said that he had no

epaper. Lndlanaxpmwnm | .

of the security restrictions to create a

proper atmosphere for the resumption
of dialogue for a political settlement of
the ethnic problem. The announcement
was made by National Security Minister
Lalith Athulathumudali

13 KILLED IN BEIRUT

AT LEAST 13 were killed and 52 injured in
fighting in Beirut around the Palestinian
refugee camps of Borj Brajneh and Shaula,
according to reports. Five people being
treated for injuries in the “Haifa" hospital
were killed during the night when Borj
Brajneh came under fire, Palestinian
sources said. The police said three people
were killed and 17 injured by grenade
shells landing in the Druze district in
‘West Beirut.
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Uttarakhand — a hotbed for helicopter accidents

Fourteen crashes investigated till 2023, coupled with the spate of incidents in 2025, highlight a persistent aviation crisis

| DATA POINT |

Vignesh Radhakrishnan
Sambavi Parthasarathy

he latest helicopter crash
T in Uttarakhand - which

claimed seven lives, among
them a two-year-old child, during a
Kedarnath pilgrimage flight - adds
yet another tragic entry to the
State's already long record as a
hotbed of helicopter disasters,

Within a briel window of barely
two months, the latest is the State's
fifth helicopter accident. In May
this year, six passengers en route to
Gangotri Temple were killed when
their aircraft crashed in Uttarkashi
district. Reports reveal that the
same month witnessed two further
incidents - one, a near-catas-
trophe narrowly avoided in Badri-
nath, and the other, an AIIMS air-
ambulance crash that, fortunately,
caused no fatalities — while, more
recently in June, a Kedarnath-
bound chopper was forced into an
emergency landing after a techni-
cal snag, highlighting a recurrent
aviation crisis in the region.

This spate recalls October 2022,
when three separate helicopter ac-
cldents claimed 13 lives. Two of
those tragedies struck defence hel-
icopters operating in Arunachal
Pradesh, and on October 18 that
year, a commercial chopper ferry-
ing Kedarnath pilgrims crashed,
killing all seven people aboard.

A conservative analysis of inci-
dent summaries filed with the Di-
rectorate General of Civil Aviation
and the Aireralt Accident Investiga-
tion Bureau indicates that at least
14 helicopters — many assigned to
ferry pilgrims  within  Uttarak-
hand’s rugged terrain — crashed
between 1990 and 2023, Map 1
plots the approximate departure
or intended landing sites for 75
commercial helicopters lost during
that period, revealing a concentra-
tion of accidents in north-eastern
hills as well.

In the 1990 and 2023 period, 165
people lost their lives in accidents

~hd A

involving commercial helicopters,
as shown in Chart 2. In these inci-
dents, 126 people were injured,
too.

Following the latest tragedy, pol-
jce have charged two senior offi-
clals of Aryan Aviation Pvt. Ltd. -
the operator of the crashed heli-
copter — with alleged negligence.
Notably, the company also owned
the Kedarnath-bound chopper that
went down in October 2022, killing
seven, and another aireraft that
crashed in 2009 after striking an
overhead cable,

Operating choppers in harsh
weather — whether anticipated or
sudden = ranks as the third-most
frequent cause of helicopter mis-
haps in the 1990-2023 period.

Pilot error or improper han-
dling remains the leading factor,
with  inadequate  maintenance
close behind. Other recurring caus-
es include non-adherence to flight
rules by crew, technical faults, and
entangled with cables (where a hel-
fcopter gets entangled in wires/ca-
bles used by locals in mountainous
regions to transport goods). Chart
3 shows the reasons behind acci-
dents in the period.

Moreover, as Chart 4 indicates,
the majority of commercial-heli-
copter accidents occeurred in broad
daylight, with most such crashes
taking place while the copters were
cruising. A significant share of acci-
dents also happened during the
landing phase, whereas take-off or
climb proved to be the safest por-
tions of the journey, registering the
fewest accidents in the period, as
depicted in Chart 5.

While it is true that, when ana-
lysed over time, the overall num-
ber of helicopter-related accidents
in India has declined, the recent
spate of crashes in Uttarakhand is a
grim remincer that such tragedies
continue to occur, cutting short
lives. It should also be noted that in
the recent safety audit by the Inter-
national Civil Aviation Organisa-
tion, India had improved its “effec-
tive implementation” score to over
85% from the previously low score
of 70%.

P 9

Copter crashes: a profile

The data were

d fram the Di te Gi

R R

Map 1: The approximate
take-off or intended landing
spots of 75 commercial
helicopters involved in
accidents in the 1990-2023

Chart 2: The chart shows the number of fatalities
and injuries from fatal commercialhelicopter

accldents between 1990-2023
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Chart 3: The chart shows the reasons for majority of

commercial-helicopter accidents
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Failed summlt

India must reassess the usefulness of

attending ¢ 7 meetings

t 50, the G7 - a grouping of the most ad-

vanced economies ~ should appear ro-

bust, cohesive and experienced in ma-
naging global conflict. Instead, the G7 Summit
and Outreach session in Kananaskis, Canada pre-
sented a disunited and ineffective force in the
face of some of the most testing conflicts includ-
ing an escalating Russia-Ukraine war, the Israel-
Iran strife and Israel’s ceaseless bombardment of
Gaza. In addition, it has been unable to deal with
the biggest disruptor in global trade — that of the
.S, Trump administration’s reciprocal tariffs
worldwide. This year's G7 was rocky from the
start as host Canada saw an unexpected election
just months before the summit. The government
of Mark Carney was still finding its feet, which
meant leaders such as Prime Minister Modi were
imvited just days before the summit, Upheavals in
.5, foreign and trade policy have also caught the
proviping  offguard: U8 President Donald
Trump's pivot to Russia on the Ukraine crisis, and
ambiguous approach to China have been particu-
larly noted. In Kananaskis Mr. Trump even sug-
gested that the G7 become the "G9, including
Russia and China”, much to the chagrin of other
leaders, including the Ukraine President, who
Wil i fal invitee. Mr. Trump's volte face from
proclaiming to be a “Peace-time President” to ac-
tively supporting Israel's aggression was another
issue. The US. refused to sign on to a draft state-
ment by G-7 members that called for 2 de-escals-
tion or any criticism of Israel, and pushed for a
statement that condemned Iran. Mr. Trump's ear
Iy exit dealt another blow. Eventually, the G7 was
unable to issue a joint statement on key issues,
and a Chair’s Summary was issued to deal with
the crises at hand, along with statements on less
divisive issues such as Al and quantum comput-
img, critical minerals supply chains, wildfire and
prevention, and transnational repression, but
not on terrorism, as India had hoped.

Perhaps the most productive part of Mr. Mo-
di's trip was his meeting with Mr. Carney, and the
decisions to restore Indian and Canadian High
Commissioners, and to reset ties ruptured over
the Nijjar case. However, the Carney government
has not demonstrated any change in its position
on the case or on action against Khalistani extre-
mism. Moreover, the G-7 statement on Transna-
tional Repression (TIVR) does not name any coun:
try, but is pointed in its reference to allegations of
foreign interference and TNR made by Canada
against India, as well as China, Russia and Iran.
Given the outcomes, the government must re-
view the utility of India's participation in the G7
process. To have the Prime Minister travel more
than 1,000 kilometres to address one outreach
session of a fractious summit may not be the
most optimal use of India’s resources.

Resetting the India-U.S. partnership in uncertain times

what had been described as the defining

partnership of the 21st century. Prime
Minister Modi had met President Donald Trump

arly in his second term. External Affairs Minister

5, Jaishankar was present at the inauguration.
There was bipartisan goodwill in Washington and
strategic optimism in New Delhi. The relationship
seemed to rest not on convenience, but on a
grander wager: shared democratic values,
converging geopolitical interests, and a mutual
ambition to shape the emerging world order.

ust a few months ago, India and the
J United States appeared poised to deepen

A drift that is serious

Today, however, there is growing unease in New
Dhedbii. Mot a rupture, but a perceptible drift;
stibithe yet serious. A series of tactical and
rhetorical signals from Washington suggest a
partnership at risk of being undermined by
valatility, policy incoherence, and a disconeerting
return to older habits of mind. The sense of
strategic convergence is dimming. In this context,
Mr. Trump's decision to host a lunch on June 18
for Field Marshal Asim Munir, the chief architect
of Pakistan’s practorian politics and sectarian
rhetoric, has sent a disquieting signal to India,
not least because it blurs the line between
counterterrorism partnership and political
expediency.

This drift, however, is not irreversible, The
structural logic of the partnership remaing
rabust. What is required now is a reset, not of
fundamentals, but of tone, carity, and mutual
cammitment.

Several recent developments have triggered
India's discomfort. Perhaps most jarring has been
the return of outdated "hyphenation”: treating
India and Pakistan as equivalent strategic
concerns, In the aftermath of Operation Sindoar,
Mr. Trump spoke of India and Pakistan in the
same breath, offered mediation on Kashmir, and
warned of nuclear escalation. For Indian
policymakers who have invested years in
decoupling India’s rise from the India-Pakistan
binary, such language was diplomaticalty
regressive.

On the economic front, signals have been
equally disconcerting. Even as Mr. Trump
announced that "our deal with China is done™, he
reportedly discouraged Apple's CEQ from
expanding manufacturing in India; warning that
companies that “go to India™ may face difficulties
in accessing the U5, market. For Indian officials
advancing a “China-plus-one” strategy and
projecting India as a manufacturing hub, the
message was undermining.

Immigration policy, too, has become a point of
friction. The HAB visa regime, long a cornerstone
of India-U.5. technological cooperation, now
appears vilnerable to political posturing and
protectionist thetoric. The consequences risk
fraying the connective tissue that binds Silicon
Valley to Indian innovation ecosystems.

Most concerning is the apparent warming in

hington's approach toward Pakistan, When

A fair share
Retaining the 41% share in the
pool fisr States will be unjust

he Sixteenth Finance Commission (SFC),
whose recommendations on financial de-
volution will be valid from April 1, 2026,
faces a piquant situation. Its chairman Arvind Pa-
nagariya had noted last week that 22 out of 28
States, including many ruled by the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BIP), had asked for a larger share of
the divisible pool of tax collections, from 41% to
50 ~ a legitimate demand. The Union govern-
ment has effectively shrunk the divisible pool by
disproportionately  increasing  its  revenue
through non-shareable cesses and surcharges,
whaose share of the Centre’s gross tax revenie
soared from 12.8% between 201516 to 201920
(pre-pundemic years) to 18.5% between 202021
and 2023-24 (Budget expenditure). This, the ef-
fective share of States in the Centre's gross tax re-
venues averaged close to 31% in the 2020-21 to
202324 period — it was 35% in the previous cor-
responding period. Compounding this is the
post-GST reality, where limited avenues for States
to raise their revenue, make them eritically de-
pendent on central transfers. While GST collec:
tions have been fairly good in recent years, this
has still not addressed the issue of the reduced
avenues for States to increase their revenue,
Further, the existing formula for horizontal deve-
lution, with a heavy weightage given to popula-
tion and income distance, is seen by economical-
Iy progressive States (the South), as a penalty for
performance and responsible governance.
Keeping the status quo would go against the
grain and the idea of cooperative federalism that
the B*led government has emphasised. Mr. Pa-
nagariya also remarked that a sudden nine-point
jump to 50% would “Jupset] too many carts", in-
dicating that the Centre would be loath to lessen
its share because of rising expenditure on de-
fence and other capitalintensive projects. This
means that the Finanee Commission would be
less imclined to engage with States” demands, also
explaining why it might keep the devolution
share unchanged at 41%. Yet, doing so would be a
missed opportunity to forge a new federal com-
pact. & modest increase in the vertical devolu-
tion, meeting States” demands halfway, would be
a weleome signal. The Finance Commission must
also recommend a mechanism that will rein in
the arbitrary use of cesses and surcharges,
maybe even capping them at a fixed percentage
of the gross tax revenue of the Centre and includ-
ing any surplus collection in the divisible pool, as
some have suggested. It must inetune the hori-
gontal distribution criteria to create a mone equit-
able balance between a State’s needs, its area,
and its performance. Crafting a formula that is fis-
cally prudent and one that strengthens the feder-
al structure at its roots, the States, is imperative.
oM™
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While the
structural logic
of the
partnership
remains robust,
what Is needed
Is a reset that is
marked by
clarity and
mtual
commitment

the United States Central Command (CENTCOM)
Commander, General Michael Kurilla, described
Pakistan as a "phenomenal partner” in
cotnterterrorism, it represented an
extraordinary characterisation of an institution
long associated with nurturing cross-border
terrorism,

Wiy is this drift occurring? First, the Trump
administration's transactional approach places
short-term gain over lomg-t gt it India’s

Domestically, India miist accelerate intermnal
economic reforms, not to satisfy any foreign
expectations but to reinforce the logic of
investment, manufacturing, and long-term
confidence. Regulatory clarity and infrastructure
modernisation remain the best arguments for
Irvclin as a global production hub. On the trade
front, officials on both sides are cautiously
exploring a modest but meaningful bilateral
ar t hefore the July 9 deadline,

strategic culture — patient, layered, and
civilisational — sits uncomfortably with
Washington's preference for the quick deal. The
American impulse to monetise diplomacy can
often jar with India's more strategic-based lens on
geopalitics. In addition, Mr. Trump's diplomatic
stybe rernains as intriguing as ever: part
showrman, part salesman, and unpredictable. He
may dazzle one moment and denounce the next,
making it difficult for partners, even the closest,
to navigate the terrain of trust and expectation.

Second, a segment of the LS. national security
establishment continues to view Pakistan as a
familiar, if flawed, partner, especially in the
context of Afghanistan and counterterrorism,
Despite a history of duplicity, there remains a
deep-seated nostalgia for the "known devil”,
whose strategic utility, however diminished, is
still overstated. Meanwhile, India's strategic
autonomy is often misconstrued as fence-sitting
rather than a principled assertion of sovereignty.

Third, struetural asymmetries in influence and
communication persist. India's rise is real, but its
institutional footprint in Washington lags behind
its ambitions,

This is reflected in a troubling
misunderstanding of India’s strategic intentions.
Critics such as Ashley Tellis argue that India
suffers from "great-power delusions” and that the
relationship falters because India’s ambitions
outstrip its capabilities. This diagnosis is flawed.
India does not suffer from delusions of grandeur;
it suffers from the patient weight of becoming. Its
desire to chart an independent course reflects not
confusion but strategic clarity shaped by history
and sovereignty. The real risk lies not in India’s
aspirations but in Washington's impatience with
partners who do not mirror American methods
or priorities.

India must take the lead
What then must be done? Both countries must
act decisively to prevent further drift.

India should not overreact. Tactical irritants
must not obseure deeper strategic alignment.
Defence cooperation, Quad initiatives,
intelligence sharing, and convergent interests
fram the Indian Ocean to the Pacific remain
strong Jati But dramatic resp
only exacerbate misunderstanding. Quiet,
persistent, and calibrated diplomacy must remain
the preferred method. India should broaden and
deepen its engagement in Washington beyond
traditional diplomacy, leveraging Congress,
paolicy think tanks, and Indian American diaspora
as vectors of strategic advocacy.

will

Immigration concerns must be reframed as
shared opportunities, The H-B regime is not a
concession to India, but an mstrument of mutual
innovation. The movement of skilled talent, the
collaborative ecosystems of tech
entrepreneurship, and the potential for
co-creating the next generation of frontier
technologies should be at the centre of the
India-U.5. conversation,

The need to rediscover the basis of ties

For the U5, the burden is equally significant.
Washington must abandon Cold War framings
and recognise that treating Indian manufacturing
and talent mobility as threats is self defeating, If
the Indo-Pacific strategy is to endure, it must be
matched by concrete investments in India’s
regional capacity-building initiatives.

More fundamentally, both countries must
rediscover the moral purpose of their
partnership. This is not merely about balancing
China or accessing markets, At its best, the
India-U.5. relationship is about shaping a
democratic, pluralist, and rules-based world
order. The are of India-US, relations has never
been linear. In 1998, after the Pokhran tests, who
could have imagined the level of alignment
achieved just a decade Later? By 2008, the two
countries had stunned the world with the
Landmark civil nuclear agreement: an audacious
act of strategic trust that rewrote the rules of
global diplomacy.

That moment reminds us of what is possible
when political courage meets mutual respect. As
U5, President Bush once said, “The world will
see what two great democracies can do when
they trust each other” It is precisely that spirit we
must summon again today. As this writer wrote in
the introduction to Engaged Democracies
{co-edited, more than two decades aga), the “real
test of the partnership is not how it behaves in
moments of celebration, but how it endures in
times of stress”,

The question then is not, as Walter Russell
Mead provocatively asked recently, will Trump
lose India? The better question is: will both
countries squander a generational opportunity to
build a democratic concert in Asia? The answer
must be no. This turbulence should serve not as
an epitaph, but as a summons to renewal. If
clarity, commitment, and candour return to the
conversation, the arc of the India-U.S,
relationship can still bend - not just toward
engagement, but toward enduiring partnership
and, perhaps once again, toward history-making
trust.

The legality of Israeli actions under international law

hile many nations may demur from

taking a clear position on the legality

of Israels unparalleled military strikes
against Iran for a multitude of reasons, an
inescapable question confronting the global
community is whether these strikes are legal
under international k. It is axiomatic to state
that Article 2(4) of the UN Charter prohibits the
use of force in international relations, allowing
narrow exceptions such as self-defence under
Article 51, which permits a state to use foree *if an
armed attack occurs”, adhering to necessity and
propartionality. According to international lawyer
Marko Milanovie, the legality of a country's use of
force hinges on the legal conception of
self-defence. 1f self-defence is imited to repelling
armed attacks, Israel's current use of force is
illegal, as there was no armed attack from Iran o
nonestate actors whose actions were attributable
tor Iran. Consequently, as per this interpretation,
Israels use of force is illegal and would amount to
aperession, which is a war crime under

international kw.

Pre-emptive self defence
What about the contention that Israel’s military
actions against Israel can be justified under
pre- l:mpuw:sclldr:lcmr: e., the right of the
states to use force against an ‘armed attack’ that
is yet to ocour? The argument is that Iran is close
to acepuiring the capability to develop nudear
weapons, and once it receives the said capability,
it will destroy Israel, as its leaders have vowed.
Indeed, Israel justifies its war against Iran by
claiming that its actions are pre-emptive
self-defence against [ran's nuclear programme.
Pre-emiptive self-defence in international law is
contentious because arguing for the use of force
against an anticipated armed attack contradicts
Article 51, On the other hand, international
lawnyers such as Rosalyn Higgins argue that

is Professor and
Wice Dean {Research]
at the Sindal Global
Law School

Grave violations
by regimes must
be called out as
international
law still remains
the primary
framework for
determining the
legitimacy of
state conduct

requiring a state to wait for an armed attack to
ocour before it can defend itself would be
impractical.

Notwithstanding the disputable nature of
pre-emptive self-defence, for the sake of
argument, let us assume that such a right exdses.
The question, then, is how to define it, keeping in
mind that an evertly broad articulation of such a
rlpjit would violate not only the letter but also the
spirit of the UN Charter. Arguably, a country has a
right to pre-emptive self-defence if an armed

use pre-emptive self-defence, relying on the
expansive meaning of imminent, would imply
giving a licence to powerful states to act
unilaterally merely based on conjecture. It would
b o oopeen nvvitation to armed aggression, which
would surely defeat the very objective of
forbidding the use of force under the UN Charter.
Moreover, this broad meaning would also not be
consistent with the Caroline doctrine, which
amply limits the use of pre-emptive self defence
through qualiﬁcrs sueh as ‘instant’,

attack has not occurred but is i A better
phrase for this is anticipatory self-defence.
Suppaort for this proposition is often drawn from
the famous Caroline incident of 1837, This
incident involved a pre-emptive strike by British
forces in Canada against the American ship,
Caroline. This ship was used by Americans who
empathised with the rebels Aighting British rule in
Canada to ferry arms to the rebels. Over the
years, this incident led to the emergence of what
is kniown as the Caroline doctrine for the use of
force. As in this doctrine, a state claiming
pre-emptive self-defence would have to show that
the necessity of self-defonee was "instant”,
"overwhelming”, "leaving no choice of means,
and no moment of deliberation”. Further, the
foree used should be proportionate. In simpler
terms, a valid use of force as part of pre-emptive
(or anticipatory) self-defence would require an
armid attack that is imminent.

Meaning of imminence

However, there is no consensiis on the meaning
of ‘imminent’. As Milanovic argues, the first
meaning of ‘imminent’ is a restrictive one that
has a temporal dimension. In other words, an
‘imminent” attack means one that is temporally
proximate, ie., about to happen. The second
meaning is expansive, where an attack may ocour
at some point in the future. Allowing a state to

helming’, and ‘leaving no room for

dcllhcrd.tlcm Tn shart, there is abundant support
for a narrower interpretation of ‘imminent’.

Applying this legal understanding to Israel's
use of force, it is clear that for lsrael o make a
credible case for pre-emptive self-defence, it must
demonstrate that an attack from Iran was
imminent, meaning an attack was about to oceur,
The argument that Israel acted in pre-emptive
self-defence because Iran is closer to acquiring
nuclear weapons, which could pose an existential
threat to Israel, relies on a broader interpretation
of "imminent”, which is not supported by
international kaw,

It is the primary framework

Cymics might argue that this debate is futile ina
world where there is scant respect for
international k. After all, international law has
Failed abjectly to stop wars despite the adoption
of the UN Charter cight decades ago, However,
international Law remains the primary framework
for determining the legitimacy of state tmdml It

essenitial to imvoke and marshal international law
in the teeth of its gravest violations by regimes
that believe they can act with impunity.

The views expressed are personal

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Dialogue over conflict must respect the
It is shocking and sovereignty of Iran. It is only
distressing that the conflict through diplomacy and

between Isracl and Iran is
widening. If the United
States gets involved in it,
the possibility of a wider
war would be inevitable.
Iran should give up its
ambition of becoming a

guns and fire,
Balagopel Goplnath,

Incident in A i

dialogue that conflict can
be resolved. Not through

Keerikhad, Alappuizha, Kerala

meted out to Gaurav Kundi,
a resident of Adelaide
(Inside pages, June 16), is
an examiple of barbaric
measures undertaken by a
law-enfarcing agency. There
needs to be action taken in
consonance with the
canons of law.

nuclear power and |srael

The bizarre treatment

Chermai

facilities for cricket in India.
The IPL has done brilliantly
in giving opportunities far
young cricketers to
showcase their talent. The
IPL has also enriched BCCI
in a big way, in having a

men and women in the
disciplines of sports
medicine, sports
psychology and counselling,
and sports administration.
It would be great if the BCCI
could think big and set up a

Sports education wery large corpus of funds. world class university in the
The BCCI has done excellent | However, India has still to national interast.

work in developing the set up world-class Collaboration with a leading
infrastructure and coaching | universities to train young university in Australia or the

115, will ensure the best in
this specialised area_
Ramesh Daga,

Chennai

Letters emailed to
letters@thehindu.coin
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Trade tarifis close borders but may
open doors to invasive alien species

Shifting trade agreements and new ties between previously unlinked nations may further the spread of novel invasive alien species; countries may
focus on relationships rather than stricter checks on imports from new trade alliances; some nations may lack infrastructure w support checks

M. Nobinraja
Priya Ranganathan

round 1847, in colonial
Caleusta, an unexpected visitor
arrived, likely hidden in plant
crates or trade goods from East
Africa. The giant African snail
(Lissacharina fulica) entered India withowt
fanfare, admired at first for its size and
shell. But what seemed ornamental soon
revealed itself to be the country’s most
persistent invasive alien species.

Thriving in the region’s warm, humid
climate and free from natural predators,
the snail spread rapidly with human help,
from Bengal's gardens to the farmlands of
the Western Ghats. By the mid-20th
century, crops and ormamental plants had
been ravaged, native snails displaced, and
soil ecosystems altered. Worse, the snail
had become a carrier for parasites like the
rat lungworm, threatening humans and
wildlife.

The giant African Snail is an example of
how slow-moving, unnoticed arrivals ¢
reshape ecosystems. Poor quaranti
lack of rigorous monitoring, and policy
failures allowed this molluse to get far and
wide. A world of rising ghobal trade and
subsequent species movement increase
the risk of similar invasions,

a

Trade and invasive alien species

The surge in global trade since the 1800s
has indirectly contributed to biological
invasions in both terrestrial and aquatic
ecosystems. The number of alien species
rose 20 by the early 19th century.
Bilateral trade agreements increased from
76 countries forming 5,700 trade pairs in
1948 to 186 countries forming over
34,000 pairs by the early 2000s. Now,
trace tariffs mooted by the Trump
administration in the LL&. are contributing
to changing, reviving or initiating new
trace deals between countries,

Invasive alien species are introduced
by increased human activity around the
globe. The introduction of these exotic
species can be deliberate or accidental.
For example, the introduction of cane
toneds (Bufo marinus) in Australia,
Gambsia in India and Poecilio reticulat
in Japan are examples of deliberate
hiocontrol initiatives gone wrong. On the
other hand, accidental introductions
often happen via the export and impaort of
biological goods, such as timber, plant
products, vegetables, fruits, and grains.

Biofouling s eme such introduction
When ships travel between
countries without cargo, they are filled
with ballast water to help the ship stay
stable on the high seas. Biofouling — the
undesirable accumulation of plants,
animals, and algae on surfaces —
sometimes oceurs during the filling and
flushing of ballast water, transporting
exdic species from one region to another.
The Asian paddle crab was introduced
from the Northwest Pacific and East Asian
waters to New Zealand, where it carries
the white-spot syndrome virus, in this
way.

‘When trade takes a turn

Shifting trade agreements and new ties
between previously unlinked nations may
further the spread of novel invasive alien
species between continents, Countries
may focus on forming relationships rather
than imposing stricter sanctions on
imports from new trade alliances. Some
nations may not have the infrastructure to

Iidia has bean a major exparter and imparter of sxatic species. Many are introduced in the armamental pet trade, especially the aquarium trade, or for

blocontrol purposes, a6 in the case of mosquitofish, guppies (shown heee), and angelfish. HOUGER KRS joC BY)

support checks on imported or exported
goods given the sudden rise in new trade
partners. In such scenarios, India too is at
risk of letting more invasive alien species
enter our borders.

India has been a major exporter and
importer of exotic species. Several species
are in different stages of establishment
and spread in the country, making it
difficult to track their entry and
expansion. Many are introduced in the
ornamental pet trade, especially the
aguarium trade, or for biocontrol
purposes as in the cases of mesquitofish
(Gambusia speciesy, guppies (Poecilia
reticulita), and angelfish (Prerophylium
scalare). Some species are introduced
through the food industry, such as
Tilapia, which was brought to boost food
production but instead established itself
in Indian waterways, eventually
outcompeting native freshwater fish

In another example from 1955, when
food was scarce in India, the government
imported wheat from the LS. under their
PL 480 ('Food for Peace’) programme.
But the wheat was of an inferior quality
and contaminated with Parthemium seeds,
and first entered the Pune market. Today,
Parthenium grass is widespread in India,
being found even in the remote corners of
the Andaman and Nicobar Islands.

A 2022 study found that India has lost
$127.3 billion (2830 crore) to invasive alien
species over the last 60 years, rendering
the country the second-most financially
affected by invasive alien species in the
world, after the U5, But this data only
stemns from the calculated costs of 10
invasive alien species from the 2,000+
alien species known in India.

Indeed, negative economic impacts
have been recorded for only about 2% of

The giant African snail shows
how unnoticed arrivals reshape
ecosyvstems. Poor guarantine, a
lack of monitoring, and policy
failures allowed this mollusc to

known imvasive alien species in India;
such data remain unavailable,
underreported, or overlooked for the
remainder. Semi-acuatic and aquatic
invasive alien species pose a greater fiscal
burden than terrestrial species because
they often affect high-value sectors ke
public health, water infrastructure, and
fisheries, where control and damage costs
are significantly higher, Indeed, the
highest monetary burden from
semi-aguatic species is solely from the
vellow tever mosquito, whichis a
financial liability as well as detrimental to
public health.

One Biosecuri
To reduce the risk of importing invasive
alien species, India needs to strengthen
its national policy. Specifically, it means
enforcing stricter hiosecurity at ports and
other entry points and developing
real-time speciestracking and
early-warning systems that can catch
mvasion events before they get out of
control.

The country also needs greater
collaboration between government
departments and researchers to maximise
knowledge generation about potentially
invasive species and their spread given
various climate change scenarios and

shifting trade routes,

Finally, India must implement
mandatory post-trade bioslogical impact
assessments, typically in quarantine
facilities managed by the respective
department, to ensure unwelcome guests
are not here to stay.

Implementing and strengthening
policies to reduce the spread of imasive
species is one step towards managing
their consequences on the native
biodiversity. In the light of the prevailing
international trade agreements, the risk of
these species’ introduction remains high
due to a lack of infrastructure, dedicated
institutions, and policies focused on
mitigating their spread. Freight transport
between growing economies is projected
to triple by 2050, especially maritime and
Air cargo transport, incressing invasion
risk by reducing travel time and
improving the survivability of alien
species.

Today, we're still experiencing the
effects of alien species introduced several
decades ago.

Similarly the effects of alien species
intreduced in 2025 will only surface
decades in future, when it may be too late
to reverse the tide. Strengthening India's
border bicsecurity must be a top priority
to avoid the worse consequences of
invasion. Like One Health, a ‘One
Binsecurity” framework if implemented at
the earliest will better our chances of
managing invasive alien species.

(Nobinraja M. is a past-doctoral fellow at
ATREE working on invasive alien fishes.
Priya Ranganathan is a doctoval student at
the Ashoka Trust for Research in Ecology
and the Environment (ATREE), Bengaluru,
studying wetland ecology and ecosystem
services, mobin.raje@atres.ong,
rpriva.ecology@gmail.com, )
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Dig to go back in time

Please send in your answers to
scienced@thehindu, co.in

/| QUESTION 3

[ 8
QUESTION 1
Large stone structures or megaliths
come in two board types: menalithic
and palylithic. & polylithic structure
with one harizontal stone placed on
Rop of twe vertical stones i3 called a
- Fill in the blank.

[N
QUESTION 2
Single standing stones or monaliths
of the nealithic age are called

. They can be found acress
Europe and mary have astronomical
functions, The longest and most
camplex alignment of menhirs can
be found in a commune called
Carnac in France. Fill in the blank.
Hint: They also feature in ‘Asterix and
Obeli’ stories.

o
=z

Mame the remote-sensing technology
that archasologists use to measure
the height of a built platfarm or
structure with respect to the earth's
surface. Part of the technology was
developed in the mid-20th century,
Just after the laser was invented, as a
mmilitary tool to estimate distances.

[

QUESTION 4

Identify the archaeclogical practice in
which half of a feature, like a hearth
or awall, is excavated and the other is
left untouched ensite in situ]. The
practice helps archaeology
understand its profile and
stratigraphy.

[N

QUESTION §

Historical eras have types of pattery
associated with them that may
explaln their cultures and practices,

Far example, the Northerm Black
Polished Ware is associated with Iron
Age settlements in the

Ir TOO0-200 BC. Fill in the
blanks.
Manasiini Viarpakumar is intering
with The Hindu.
Answers to June 17 quiz:
1. Mammal notarous far the stinky
compounds It emits - Ans: Shunk
2. Dbject that stinks due ta
M,N-Dimethylmethanamine - Ans:
Rotting fish
1. Odour rooted in poor oral hyglense -
Ans: Halltosis
4. Compound responsible far smells of
Jasrming flowers, poop - Ans: Skatalbe
5. Substance whose odour butyric acid
Is respensible far - Ans: Vembt
Visual: Durlan
First contact: KN, Viswanathan |
¥agyesh Shukla | Joe VR, | Mahima
Sajani Jacoh | Tamal Biwas

Wiswal: Name the city of the Harappan Civilisation famous for wells like this and for its
water management practices. It was named a UNESCO Warld Herltage Site in 2021,

CREDIT: RAN GA SAl (CC BY-54]

Honda RLD successfully landed its 6.3-metre-tall
reusable launch vehicle aiter reaching an altitude
af 271 metres, BORUI WARGURSFLASH

Honda conducts
surprise reusable
rocket test, aims

for suborbital

launch by 2029

Agence France Presse

In a pleasant surprise, Japan's
second-biggest carmaker Honda
successfully tested an experimental
reusable rocket, the company said, as it
seeks to expand into the space sector.

Honda, which hopes to develop the
tech prowess for a suborbital launch by
2029, conducted a test flight of its rocket
on the northem Japanese island of
Hokkaido.

While "no decisions have been made
regarding commercialisation of these
rocket technologies, Honda will continue
muking progress in the fundamental
research with a technology development
goal of realising technological capability
o enable a suborbital launch by 2029, it
said in a statement.

“The test was completed successfully,
the first time Honda landed a rocket after
reaching an altitude of nearly 300
meters,” the statement dated June 17
added.

Honda R&D, the research arm of
Japan's second-biggest carmaker,
successfully landed its 6.3-metre-tall
experimental reusable launch vehicle
after reaching an altitude of 271 metres at
its test facility in northern Japan's space
town Taiki, according to the company.
The vehicle landed only 37 cm away from
its designated landing spot after the
minute-long flight.

Demand for satellite launch rockets is
expected o increase in the coming years
as expectations grow for “a data system in

space,” the Honda statement said.
"Honda has chosen to take on the
technological challenge of developing
reusable rockets by utilising Honda
technologies amassed in the development
of various products and automated
driving systems," it added.

In future, the rockets could be used to
set up satellite-based communication
tooks and to monitor environmental
conditions such as global warming,
Honda added.

Reusable launch vehicles have been the
driver of emerging commercial space
missions over the past decade, led by
Falecon 9, owned and operated by Elon
Musk's SpaceX. The company's U.S. rivals,
including Blue Origin and companies in
China and Europe, also have reusable
rocket plans.

The Indian Space Research
Organisation is also working on a
Reusable Launch Vehicle, although it is
still undergoing tests and there is no fioeed
launch date in sight.

Honda in 2021 had said it was studying
space technologies such as rewsable
rockets, but it had not previously
annaunced the details of a lunch test. A
suborbital launch may touch the verge of
outer space but does not enter orbit.

The Japan Aerospace Exploration
Agency (JAXA) is also on a miss
become a major player for s
launches, including with its H3 rocket,
which is not reusable.

Meanwhile, Japanese startups are vying
o enter the busy field, including Space
One, which in December 2024 suffered its
second failed rocket launch.

For example, Tokyo-based Innovative
Space Carrier last month said it will
test-launch a prototype reusable rocket in
the United States in Decenber using an
American engine.

For feedback and suggestions
far ‘Science’, please write o
sclence@thehindu.co.in with the
subsject *Daily page’
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Airborne dangers: why breath should not
be taken for granted

Writers are immersi

themselves in &

acrohiol

after COVID-S:; others are finding out more

about the right way to breathe, and a journalist travelled the world to figure out what went wrong in how human beings are breathing

Sudhirendar Sharma

t the start of 2020, a small team
+ of scientists tried and failed to
convinee public health

organisations that COVID-I9
was spread through the air we breathe,
Until then, scientists thought that
respiratory diseases spread through
droplets, and that these ts had a
limited range. Coughed up, these droplets
fiell qquickly to the ground, o use the
disgusting terminology of the 1990s which
health officials wse while speaking about
tuberculosis. In reality, however, breath
has been a medium of transmission of
muost invisible things,

Such new insights into the living
atmosphere were revealed courtesy of
Carl Zimmer, through his book Air-Borne:
The Hidden History of the Life we Breathe,
The text follows the research of Louls
Pasteur who caught germs from the air,
and pursues groundbreaking experiments
by Amelia Earhart and Charles Lindbergh.
It warns thie world about airborne
infections, and chronicles the dark side of
aerobiology designed to spread anthrax,
smallpox, and an array of other
pathogens. Rather than be taken for
granted, the importance of the natural
process of human breath is once again
established.

Protecting the most vital of all life
processes calls for a well-thought-out
strategy. Breath is in itself of immense

value — one breath in and one breath out
is the manifestation of life. A breath alone
brings a newbaorn to life, the body turns
pink as the first breath gets in, And, the
last breath accounts for life. The power
that ripples through the whole universe
comes in the form of breath,

It is an intuitive act of inhaling and
exhaling, which is repeated 25,000 times
a day. This natural act, often taken for
granted, is counted as a necessary
biological activity. It is precious and more
than just an exchange of oxygen and
carbon dioxide. ‘Breath, says Prem
Rawat, “is the greatest mystery, out of
nowhere it comes to nowhere it goes.' In
his book, Breath: Wake Up to Life, Rawat
writes that breath is the beginning of life,
the sustaining of life, and when it ceases,
it is also the end of life.

The invaluable gift
Breath is an invaluable gift, but only ifit is
taken that way. Traditional practices
related to breathing valuwe breath and
even try to prolong and preserve it. Sage
Patanjali has his pranayama practices that
add value to age-old breathing practices
that have gained popularity amang the
health conscious. Buddha counted breath
as an essential link between the human
and consciousness, The breathing
process has many hidden features that are
gaining wide acceptance. That breath
fuels all life forms and extinguishes it too,
is a lived reality. The natural act of

breathing, now counted as a biological
privilege, is a precious gift given in
abundance.

Broathing must be correctively done
because nine out of 10 people don't
breathe correctly — aggravating a laundry
list of chronic diseases, according to
James Nestor, It is surprising that
hospitals only deal with breathi

emergencies related to specific maladies
of the lungs. 1t is only in recent years that
breathing as a branch of medical
emergencies has been acknowledged.

The correct way to breathe
The way to correct breathing is an
individual responsibility, but to think that
it is a pretty simple act that is well
understood could be a fallacy. Only by
following a tough breathing regime could
four howrs of daily snoring be just 10
mimutes. For this incredible change to
happen, one has to go through an awful
experience of foroefully breathing
through the mouth for the first 100 days,
and revert to nasal breathing for another
10 days with lips seabed with a piece of
tape. The longer one breathes through
the nose, the nasal cavities get dearer and
bigger, writes Nestor in his new book,
Breath: The New Science of a Lost Art.
Inhaling-exhaling techniques have
been around for several millenniz. Over
the years, however, these techniques are
being rediscovered and scientifically
validated, "The fruits of this once-fringe,

often forgotten research are now
redefining the potential of the human
body,” explains Nestor. Limited but
cutting-edge research in pulmology,

halogy, biochemistry, and physiology
E{calleudy demonstrated that many
modern maladies - asthma, anxiety,
peoriasis — could either be reduced or
reversed simply by changing the way we
inhale and exhale.

Stories on the magical aspects of
breathing abound in the world of yoga
practitioners, as the popularity of yoga in
the past two decades has brought a large
number of huffing and puffing exponents
in public spaces. Whether or not they are
breathing better remains to be
ascertained. From alternate nostril
breathing to breathing coordination, and
from resonant breathing to Buteyko
breathing - all technigques of breathing
impact human health and longevity,

Mestor raises hopes of revolutionising
the health sector by generating a renewed
interest in breathing technigues to act as a
preventive medicine that helps in
retaining balance in the bu-d}P:udl that
milder problems don't end up being
serious health issues. However, modern
medicine has yet to take serious note of
this wisdom generated by Buddhist
maonks over two millennia ago. If face is
the index of mind, breath is the indicator
of human well helng.

lar Sharma is an indey
writer, researcher and academic.
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Garfield the Cat premiered on June 19,1978. Here's a fun quiz to test your
trivia of the grumpy cynical cat

.

QUESTION 1

Garfleld's favourite food & Lasagna, This bears &
canmection te the place of his birth, Where was
Garfleld bom?

[

QUESTION 2

One of Garfleld's favourite sayings & “Big fat
hairy S Fillin the blank,

[N

QUESTION 3

Wihat (s Jon Arbuckle's prafession in the comic
atrip?

.

QUESTION &

What is the name of Jon's brown-eared beagle,
whe s Garfleld's best friend and usual victim?

[
QUESTION §
Wikleh famaus comedian voleed Garfield in the
1004 live action mavie?
oM
K

Visual question:
This is the poster of Garfleld’s favourite movle, Name it

Questions and Answers to the previous
day’s dally quiz: 1 This submersible impladed
during a dive to the wreck of the Titanic, Ans:
Titan

2. This person was elected presiding bishop af
the Episcopal Church in the United States of
America. Ans: Katharine Jefferts Schorl

3. The first rlean wermian o fly into cuter
space. Ans: Sally Ride

A, This treaty was sgned by U.S. President
Jimimy Carter and Saviet leader Leonid
Brezhrey, Ans: SALT

5. This British explorer and maountainesrs
disappearance arn Maunt Evarest 3 ane of the
mast-celebrated mysteries af the 20th century,
Ans: George Mallory

. This suffragist was fined after being convicted
for voting ir the 1872 presidential election. Ans:
Susan B. Anthony

‘Visual: identify this musician and the band he
played for, Ans: Paul MeCartney, The Beatles
Early Birds: Siddhartha Yiswanathan| Sonall
Das| Taman|it Bisla) Tita Shil aditya| Haridas Pal

FROM THE ARCHIVES

Know Your
English

5. Upendran

“Why are there so many policemen
outside?”

"Somehucly broke into my neighbour's
house and...

«.did he forget to lock the front door
apain?”

“He remembers locking the front door
this morning bute..”

“....shouldn't you say, he remembered
o bock the front door this moming?™

“That's also acceptable. But there is a
difference in meaning between ‘1
remember locking the door' and ‘1
remembered to lock the front door™

“There is? What is it?"

1f you say, ‘1 remember locking the
front door,' it means, you locked the front
door some time ago and you are
remembering the fact now."

S0 1 lock the front door first and then
later | remember?”

“That's right.”

“So if I say, ‘I remember meeting
Madhuri six years ago, it would mean, [
met Madhuri six years ago and now |
remember the meeting ™

“That's right. The meeting took plice
first and now you remember the fact. But
if on the other hand, you say, ‘1
remembered to lock the front door, it
would mean, that you remembered that
your hiad to lock the front door and
because you remembered, you locked it

“So, in this case, I remembered first
and then I locked the door, Correct?”

“That's right. You locked the front door
because you remembered. Here are a
couple of mare examples. ‘T remember
doing my homework” and 'l remembered
to do my homework'. In the first
sentence,.”

“._.you have already fimished doing
your homework. You're remembering the
fact mow.”

“Good. 5o, in this case, you do your
homework first, then vou remember the
act of doing your homework. But if you
say, ‘I remembered to do my
homework”...."

o you reminded yourself that you had
to do your homework and then
proceeded to do it”

“Exactly! So, in this case, the
remembering comes first and it is
followed by the act of doing your
homework.”

“What did your neighbour lose?™

“I'm todd that the thief ran away with
his new VCR."

“Poor man! 1 think I now understand
why my father says that every
window need to be checked before...”

*...needs to be checked”

“What?"

“Every door and window needs to be
checked, and not ‘need’ to be checked ™

"Bt it is ‘door and window', o,
doesn't it make it a plural subject?™

“No, it doesn't. The ‘door and window’
is preceded by ‘every’. And whenever you
have ‘every’ and ‘each’ preceding a noun,
yous huve o treat it as singular, For
example, every car, truck and van is
required to stop for inspection.”

1 see, Is it okay to say, each boy and
girl was asked to bring a sweet?”

“Perfectly ok

Published in The Hindw on December
10, 1996,

Word of the day

Recede:
pull back or meve away; retraat; become faint ar
mare distant

SYNONYMS: draw back, pull away, retire,
withdraw, drop off, fall hack, fall bahind

Usage: His footsteps receded down the holl
Pronunciation: rewsthlivejrecedepra

International Phonetic
Alphabet: jusidf

For feedback and suggestions for
Tewt & Context, please write to
letters@thehindu, co.in
with the subject ‘Teat & Context’

» -
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BUBBLE OF
RELIEF

he wholesale Inflation rate in India
dipped to & 14-month low of 0,39 per
et b May while retall inflation sofi-
ened 10 282 per cent—a 75-moath
low— presenting encousaging signs
far price stabdlity, Much of this reliel has come o
accourt of falling food and fuel prices, particulary
the sharp decline in vegetable inflation and subsdued
[rrices For dbens like onbons, potatoes, and pulses.

The Inflation data for May |s isdeed Indicative of
a meaningful, broad-based easing of price pressures
acrods primary articles, manufactured produscts, and
fuel. Nevertheless, Indias relleving tone has to be
tempered by a note of cantlon. The global economic
landscape has changed drastically in just a few days,
thanks to the eruption of hostilites between larael
and Iran. The ﬁl.upnhhu] fashpolnt, situsted perll-
osusly chose to the Sarast of Hormaz—a vital artery
far global ail shipments—has already started influ-
encing global crude prices, Ol has surged by nearly
11 per cent since the autbreak of the conflict, ralsing
the spectre of lmporied Inflation for energy-hun-
gry natbons inchuding Indss, which imparts nearly
H5 per cent of Its crude ol needs. For now, Dndian
equity markets seerm unfazed The Sensex has barely
budped despate the geopoditical tremors. Econo-
mmists have attributed this to a combination of mac-
roeconom i resillence, a robust Inflation trajectory,
and the lack af immediate supply-side disruption
Fn:un [| .m which supplies only anamd 1 pet cent af
gl ly 1o China. A buf-
L]lumm. ‘uﬂl aa domestic oll reserves and
‘s encess capacity, have offered some cushlon
agalnst volatility. But the calim may be deceptive!

Ol §s rooted deeply in Indias socko-economic
structie. It comprises over % per cent of the
Wialesalee Price [ndex (WPT) baske. It also indlo-
ences the trajectory of transport, fertiliser, and
manufactiring coste I s argued that a 10 per cent
splkoe i o] prices coubd translate to nearly 1 per
oent Increase in WPLinflation. This, by all logle,
woukd have downstream effects on e Consumer
Price Index (CPI), the governments subsidy bill, as
well as the current account deficit, Even if there is
1y dlirect disrupton to Iranian ofl supplies, contin-
wed tenshon of psychological market reactions could
potentially nudge inflation upwards and compli-
cate Indias monetary policy ph.lm.lng. Adding to
the complexity s the maonsoon’s uneven pro
The Incia Meteorological Departoent has pn\dmud
a pickup in rainfall, but spatial distribution may
stlll b a cause for concern. Experiences in the past
Isave demonstrabed that even an overall “noemal™
mansoon can leave several agrarian belts parched —
leading to localised shost and subseguent price
iplkﬁt:'n food Ibems. h ! F

Perhaps keeping view of these latent risks, the
Reserve Bank of India wisely shifted its stance to
“newtral” in its policy review. At the sume time, [t
also reduced its FY26 inflation projection to 4 per
oent; the quarter-wise estimates range from 3.6
per cent o dA per cend. Yet, with global oll prices
swinging and domestic weather patteens unpre-
alfctable, even this castiously optimistic projec-
ton could prove vulnerable. It s also very pertinent
tor note that the inflation narrative is playing out
agalnst a broader backdrop of global uncertainty.

[ the UK, for imstance, inflation cooled 1o 3.4 per
cent in May, but the Bank of England has been cau-
tous due to escalating Mid st tensbons and
rising energy prices. Financlal markets across the
world are beginning 10 repri ce expectations on
Imberest rates, which would facior in a prolonged
ruludd geopolithcal risks. For Indsa, the key will

e o ensure proactive policy recalibration. The RBI
will hanve to stay agile, alert and cautious. Flscal poli-
cymakers, i the mentime, mst ensane that fuel
subsldies and strategle oll reserves are deployed
Judiclously in the case of crude spaking dramatically.
Trade and shipplng offickals already seem 1o be in
talks o mitigate cost escalations, which s tmely. Ti
su up, Indeas bnflaton mumbers offer & moment
of respite. However, the road ahead s fraught with
external valnerabilsties. The current law inflation
I an opportunity—but unless protected wisely, it
ool slip away 28 quickly as it came.

N
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OF GOOD

ANIL SWARUP

As a result of

comprehensive
safety measures,
the event
reported zero
water-related
incidents, despite
managing a
crowd of over 30

lakh pilgrims

A Sacred Synergy

‘The efficient organisation of ‘lelangana’s Savaswati Pushkaralu 2025 sanctified Kaleshwoaram
into a spiritual huh that hosted lakhs of people in a seamless celebration of divine devotion

he Government of
Telangana successfully
concluded the Saras-
wall Pushkaralu 2025
26 at Triveni Sanga-
waram—where the
nahita, and the

meet. Held once every 12 years
during Juplter's transit into
Mithuna Rashi, the event holds
immense spiritual significance.
Kaleshwaram, W e
ognised nationally alongside
Prayagraj, hosted lakhs of dev-
oees during this sacred event.
Anchored around the anclent
Kaleshwara Mukteswara Swamy
Temple, the 12 Festival wit-
nessed aver 30 lakh pilgrims.
The planning for
watl Pushkaralu
four menths n advance under
e emhl]s of the Princi-
1 ry, Endowments
Jn:jmumm and the District
Collector, Jayashankar Bhu-
v, Involving dinated

uted among personnel and kept
readily avallable.

As a result of these com-
prehenslve measures, the event
reported zero water-related
incidents, despite managing a
crowd of over 30 lakh pilgrims.
Challenges Handled:

1. Extreme Heat (45°C+)

When  heat conditions
became extreme, the follow-
ing measures were activated:

b Colr mat walkways to
reduce heat absorption.

» Cooling sheds, showers,
temple coolers, and ORS dis-
tributlion counters were set up
across the site.

¥ Ventilation and sun pro-
tection in \Ma"llll[ 2ONEs were

| 1

A vast infrastructure was
developed. Key initiatives
incladed:

» Development  of  the
Bo- mn:m “long 's.uram.ull Ghat
with a 5

across all e depart-
ments. A structured planning
process was put bn place, with
multiple  inter-departmen-
fal meetings to assess require-
ments and finallse works,
Critlcal Infrastructure works,
including the construction of
a dedicated Saraswatl Ghat
with a statue, road widening
and repalrs, and enhancements
o water supply and electrical
infrastructure, were identified.
Planning also included settis
up a Tent City with integrate
food and decoration areange-
ments, guest house renovations,
a Pincla Prada
ceremonial arches at key pobits
o peflect the spiritual and cul-
tural significance of the event.

To ensure that all these
works progressed smoothly
and were completed on time,
a robust monitoring mecha-
s was put in place. Depart-
ment-wise responsibilithes were
clearly assigned, and regular
review meetings were held to
track progress. Field inspec-
tons were conducted weekly
in the Initial phases and Inten-
sified to daily visits as the event
approached. These Inspections
focused on verifybng on-ground
execution, resolving interde-
partmental cosrdination lssuwes,
and ensuring readiness across
all fronts. The conslstent and
hands-on invelvement of the
district administration was
abmed at delivering a safe, com-
fortable, and spiritually enrich-
ing Pushkaralu experience for
all devotees.

statue as the spiritual centre,

» Dally harathis by Kashi
Pandits, yagams, and ?:Lﬂ"ILH
for pinda pradanam, planned
and Facilitated under the Col-
lector's supervision.

b Seven Harathi platforms,
narved after major Indian riv-
ers, were constructed as focal
polats for d*\ll{ rituals.

b Navaratha Harathl, per-
formed by pandits from Kashi,
was the spiritual highlight of
each evening,

» A Saraswatl statue and
land sculptures were installed,
enhancing the ghat'’s culiural
and symbalic prese

¥ The statue became a cen-
tral point of devotion, mlh}
grims offering prayers as they
woild at a temple.

¥ These elements together
elevated the spirial ambdance
and relnforced the cultural
Idxnu!( of the event site.

Proviston of changing
roams, showers, cooling sheds,
and river safety measures lke
Mesating barrbers and deploy-
ment of swinnmers,

b Creation of a 100-room
choultey, 100-bed dosmitory,
and a Tent Clty for close-prox-
bimity wnmodations, all
planned to handle the large pil-
grim influx efficlently.

» Permanent and  tem-
porary tollets, hundreds of
taps, and efficient solid waste
systems.

¥ Drrinking water stations,
RS and buttermilk counters, and
colr mat walkways under overhead
shades o combat the intense heat.

Tent City

¥ For the first thme in Telan-
i;arm. a Tent City was estab-
Ished for Saraswat| Pushkaralu,

» The setup included:

* 4 general tents

“ 1 VIP tent

* 100-bedded dormitory

* Dining hall for pilgeims
and volunteers

b This provided a unique
and organised accommodation
soluthon near the event area,
Temporary Bus Stand

bA

and boat rides.

» Digital enablement
through a dedicated mobile
app and YatraDham.org for
real-thme updates and online
booking.

Security
Arrangements

The District Collector
worked in close coordination
with the Superintendent of
Police to implement a com-
prehensive safety and crowd
management strategy. Key

Included

and  Police

It ¥ bus stamd
wis created by levelling vacant
governiment land to manage the
large influx of vehicles, which
peakied at over 40,000,

b Facllities provided
inchsded:

* Shelber and seating {chades)

* Signage and PA system

“ Help desk

* Toilets and drinking water
Conniler

b This ensured smooth
transit and walting arrange-
ments For arriving and depart-
ing pilgrims,
Toensure pil geim comvenlence:

¥ Free shuttle buses, a tem-
prorary bus stand, and marked
parking zones were organised,
I Elnl nlert upu:d‘scdh:nl le-
ity supply and decorative light-
ing Improved the nighttime
ambdance.

¥ Quality of food and water
was monitored rigorously.

¥ Food kits for infants and
pregnant wormen, breast feeding
caounters, and medical readiness
showcased inclusive and com-
passionate planning, directly
overseen by the Collector and
her team.
Innovative spiritual experi-
ences were facilitated:

b Live telecasts of daily
harathis, hrllmplm' Joyrides,

b Deployment of 3,000+
police personnel, including traf-
fic units feom Hyderabad and
Rachakenda.

» Establishment of a cen-
teal command and contred cen-
tre with 200+ CCTV cameras,
Integrated with the Hyderabad
Integrated Command and Con-
trol Centre,
¥ Barricading, directional

E Teams, and volun-
anised for pilgrim
gulll.mu. safety.

¥ Lost-and-found counters
and high-visibality zones helped
prevent distress or confusion
among devotees,

River Safety Measures

¢ Floating barriers and
red Mags were install C
the river to demarcate safe
nt pllgrims
mtering deep or unsafe

walers,

b Swimmers were deployed
at every 50 meters beyond the
floating barriers to act as first
responders.

b Continuaus warn ings and
safiety instructions were broad-
cast via the Public Address (PA)
system.

» Essentlal safety equip-
ment such as life jackets, rescue
tubees, and whistles were distrib-

2. Adverse Weather

T tackle unexpected heavy
rains and strong winds that
damaged infrastructure lke
temporary roads and the
60-acre parking area:

b Owvernight repair and
restoeation of roads, teats, and
lighting was executed.

Iernative parking areas
were readled.

* Services resumed by early
muoening without disruption.
3. Network Connectivity
Issues
When mobile networks
collagsed under crowd load:

b A mohile booster was
deployed swifihy.

b Radio sets were disteib-
uted amaong departmental hesds
o ensure real- time coordination.

¥ Interdepartmerntal
communication  remalned
unbnterrupted.

The Saraswati Pushkaralu
2025 was a result of strong
political will, visionary plan-
ning, and flawless on-ground
execution,

‘Way Forward

Post-event, the District
Collector initiated the follow-
g long-lerm measures:

b Planning for the 2027
Godavarl Pushkaralu with a
proactive master plan,

b Initiation of & compre-
hensive infrastructure develop-
ment strategy for Kaleshwaram,

b Starting land acquisi-
tion processes to bulld multl-
ple entrylexit routes and widen
exiating roads for future events.

The management of Saraswatl
TPrashkaralu bs o wonsderful exampe
of Nexus of Good. It belds lessons

an a large scale elsewhere in the
country, where precious lves have
been Bost in the past.

Views expressed are personal

letierln

A alodeful tragedy senfolded on Sunciny with the collapse of
a brialge over the Indratyani River bn Pune, Mutarasitra,
veseltnng o the afeaths of foer people and injueries to 5.1
athers. The colliapes wis cased by overcrowding, with
78 Iitkes amel over 100 peaple an the Bricdge at the time
Who wll be held resporsdble for these dectfis? Wy was
acdeuitte seceridy el provided? I s @ knowr fourist
aport—s0 wity was it ol secared or repatred in advince
T privritise the safety af visitors? The clutm thar soime
affickails werived and dispersed the crowed, only for it to
retuarn after they fefl, rings Follow. Torists are bowed

To retiern—buf there showkd hive beer proper security
arrangemens in place. A Shdv Senc (UBT) MP shiremed
the Meaharashtra government, calling o @ Toursed
government (Panau Sarkar)” Maharashtra Deputy
T s the guarcin mivister of Puse—so will fre fake
resparestbility foe tels inctcent?” he askad.

— MUHAMMAD, GUJRAT via email
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carm o can ol ua sed pain carmimeh o The frkios,
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RAAVI BIRBAL

and education

Tammg the Monsters

serlous call ls needed For
steingent  penalties  that
wonld demolich the idea, in
the minds of criminals, of
indulging n child teafficking for sex-
ual exploitation. Since even the longest
of imprisonments are not creating an
absolute deterrence, there ks a need for
even maore severe pemaltbes—perhaps
even the death penalty. Perpetratoss of
these crimes are often serial offenders.
To begin with, in cases where the vic-
tim children are volceless—like infants
of toddlers—when they are completely
innacent, have na discretion, no power,
o vodce, and hardly any understand-
ing, imposing capital punishment on the
accused ought to be consldered.

While the argument that keeping
culprits alive and Imprisoned is worse
punishment may exist, the need for a
stronger curb, widespread sensitisation,
and the eradication of such inhuman
individuals From our planet is impera-
tive., Imagine any of us golng through

. this as children, without even beiny
Mﬂl‘l}f ﬂmea, able o express ourselves. Therefore, wf
need laws that completely knock down
culprhs could the very ldea of a &-x ||-i||r involving
be those who dren.
were themselves The Government of India has
attached a high degree of serfousness to
victims of the prevention and countering of haman
sexuval vlolence, trafficking crimes. When it comes to
children, the issue has been dealt with
"e"-\"-'i'“"'g quite serlously and sensitively. There has
hundl';oldIr-g been significant development of laws In

this area, along with calls for even more
stringent legal measures.

As per current laws, Sectbon 96 of the
Bharatiya Myaya Sanhita, 2023 {(BNS)
deals with the procuration of a child:
Sectlon 97 deals with kidnapping or
abducting a child under ten years of age
with intent to steal from thelr person;
Section 98 concerns the selling ofa ch iid

There is @ meed to strenyg
before it beging

for purposes of prostitution, etc; and
Secthon %9 pertains to buying a child for
such purposes. Section 143 of the BNS

ovides for human trafficking., while
Bection 144 deals with the prlmlalhm
of a trafficked person—s)

thon 144(1) deals with lllf. .
tatbomn of trafficked children. In addition,
Secthon 139 provides punishment for
kidnapping or makming a child for the
purpose of begging, and Section 141 pre-
scribes punishment for the importation
of a glrrm oy from a forelgn country
for illiclt sexual explodiatbon.

Many of these provishons wene pres-
ent In the Indian Penal Code (IPC)

hee chiild welfare system ond preve

sexval eaploitation

5 b replaced and
overdue and nec-

hibited und
under Artlc
The lmmoral Traffic {Prevention)
Act, 1956 (ITPA) was promulgated for
of trafficking and com-

explolta-
af reventlon

AL! [uumlly kmuwn as the Suppres-
shon of Immoral Traffic In Women
and Glrls Act [SITA), was revised and
renamed In 1986, In 1956, SITA was
enacted In response to Indias sign-
Ing of the International Convention

Constitution of India
1),

Since even life imprisonments arve failing to deter the monstrous trade in child sex trafficking,
India must consider extreme penaltics and deep reforms to protect voiceless victims

om the Preventlon of Immoral Teaf-
ficking ln 1950,

The Pretection of Children from Sex-
ual Offences Act, 2012 (POCSOY), regard-
Ing child sexizal abuse laws in Indla, was
enacted as part of Indbas child protection
policies. It is an Act o protect childsen
from offences of sexual assault, sexual
harassment, and pornography. It also
provides for the establishment of Special
Courts for the trial of such offences and
for matters connected thereto,

There are other Laws as well that may
be attracted, depending on the nature
of the offerce. [ndia has also signed the
UN Convention agabnst ' national
Organised Crime (UNTOC) and s
three Protocols, One of the protecols i
to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Traf-
fcking in ons, Especlally Women
and Children.

Even more stringent penalties need
to be added n cases proved beyond all
doubt—Le., without an lota of it. As per
e report, a Chinese court upheld the
death sentence for a woman who traf-
ficked more than a dewen children in the
19908, This exemplifies low a child traf-
fcker is & threat o many innecent lives,
Floelda, ton, has floated a bill for capital
felony charges against offenders indulg-
g In sex trafficking of children below
astipulated age, or of persons who are
mentally incapacitated.

There s also a need to strengthen the
child welfare system and prevent sex-
ual exploltation before it begins, Many
Himes, culprits could be those whi were
themselves victims of sexual vioke
Therefore, the right guldance, edwca-
thon, economlc and soclal strateghes to
tackle frustration, and the eradication
of evil mindsets—coupled with deterrent

penalties and awareness of the laws—are
urgmtlu needed.
Vaews exprossed are personal
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Burden of compliance

New Regtstration Bill fails to make it easy

ith dematerialised documents and
digitally verifiable KYC
(Know-your-Customer) identification,

the transfer of financial assets in Indiais nowa
relatively smooth process, But the transfer of
immaovable property remains a paper-laden process
requiring long hours spent at the sub-registrar
office, The draft Registration Bill 2025 floated by the
Ministry of Rural Development, Government of
India aims to modernise the transfer process for
immovable property, by updating provisions in the
Registration Act of 1908,

=@

POCKET

While the attempt to revamp an archaic
law is welcome, the Bill doesn't go far
enough in cutting red tape, As property
registrations are a key revenue source for
Stare governments, it is also moot If the Bill
will iave an easy passage into law. The Bill
proposes three sets of changes to the
property transfer process, One, it enables
document submission through electronic
— in addition to physical means
to the sub-registrar/registrar, Identities of
parties executing the transfer will be
verified electronically through Aadhaar or
other ‘officlally valid' documents. It is good
that the Bill has specifically stated thay
registration cannot be refused on the
grounds of lacking an Aadhaar, While

means

electronic document submission is allowed,

actual registration will still require parti
to appear ¢ither physically or electronieally
hefore the registering officer and affix
signatures, Therefore, the prevalence of
touts and agents to ‘expedite’ registration
and rent-aeeking on this count, are likely to
continue, Electronie storage could expose
title deeds and other critical data of citizens
to the threat of eyber-fraud and privacy
violations. This requires explicit safeguards
before this Bill is passed into law.

Two, the Bill lays down a hierarchy for
Stare machinery to process property
transfers, Inthe event of a sub-re; 0
refusing registration, citizens have
recourse to the registrar, But both
sub-registrars and registrars will still have
wide discretionary powers to turn down
registrations, with no dispute resolution
mechanism except through the Courts,

Finally, the Bill substantially enlarges the
scope of the Registration Act itself by
sweeping many new transactions under its
ambit. Citizens will be required to formally
register gifts of property, lease agreements
exceeding one year, agreements for sale,
contracts for property development,
promoters’ agreements and mortgage
transactions, This could impose a large
compliance as well as monetary burden on
citizens, given that States will impose
stamp duty and fees on all such
transactions, While it may be legally sound
to require reglstration of mortgages or gifts
1o establish vitle, the rationale for
registering biparty contracts such as leases
agreements for sale or property
development is unclear, Given these loose
ends, the Centre may need to extend the
consultation process which ends on June 25
and seek Staves’ feedback before tabling
this Bill,
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Consortianeeded
toalign academia,

industry talent

ted and

funde

way forward
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WVIPIN SONDHI
SANDEEP VERMA

s Indiaaccelerares towardsa
knowledge-driven economy,
collaboration berween
higher educarional
Institurions (HES) and
Industry must shift from aspiration to
setion,
Industrial research —
applicatlon-orlented in

where many Innovations fall to reach the
market,

Ihgmumd efforts, lack m’

d low ReD i
from industry are major constralnts,

Wi must transition from eplsodie
partnerships to instlrutionalised medels
that Enduujnlu[ patents, co-authored
publicarions, shared [P and spinout
ventures. .&-cmmulunn\.mnn |:I|n.l|m.
needs scructured coll

technologles ean deamazically enhance
national capabilities,
Long-horizon sectors; Agriculture,
Climare and Food Security where
sustalned, long-term research
pmgmmlm.sl are mm.iuj w nddnr“

corporations touse CSR funding o
eatablish research labs or Innovation
centres on unlversity campuses,
Create Natbonal Innovarion Policy
Unit: A dedicared taskforce across

grand g guard national
future mdpmnndnn“
The National Research Convergence

Consortia must be adapted to these

srrategle co-funding and d\amj goals.

RESEARCH CONVERGENCE
CONSORTIA

We propose the creation of

u niversity-industry Research
‘onsortla; neurral,

real-world challenges — can convert our
nm.cﬁmphiu dividend and academic
caplral into Induserial strength. Despite
having top institutlons, vibrant
indusrries and abundant talent, India's
Innovarlon potential rermalng

unda.r -leveraged,

co-lacated innovation hubs that Imni
scademia and industry together to
co-create, co-fund and co-own
long-term R&D agendas,

Ismm. |:I.n(nr|v|.s can dellver
misslon-oriented, sector-speclfic
solurions while prometing open

e this, unversity-ind
collaboration must be embedded nu.'ru
core of Indla's research and
development (R ecosystem, A
ﬂ[ruﬂmd n;ltkmal]fmm?:ksrl for
Induserial research within HELs is now
essential; not only to suppost inltiatives
like Make in India and Skill India, bur to
rransform Indla's transtational research
capabilities. The government is taking
commendable steps, The Princl) ml
Selentific Adviser's [Jfﬁu and o
Department of Science B lln.hnnhsgy
are supporting both basic and
rranslational research,

fon, They would also facilicate
Industries locating RéD units on

imelines, with clear objectives and
robust eviluation metrics,

ADDRESSING BOTTLENECKS
Despive broad consensus on mn m.n:d for
collaborazion

Minlseries should .lll,m rqula( lons,
funding and o
promote academia- ll)dLIsl[r}
collaborazion,

Strengthen Technology Transfer
Ecosystems: Every HEL must have s
rechnology transfer office with real-time
daghboards for sector-spe
collaboration and national visibility,

Empower Academic Leadership:

1 heads must be incentivised

fragmented [P |ml||.n.:|,L<yw privave I:LJ
Investment, inadequate incentives for
corloearion and a back of unified
platforms,

We must mmlw [I‘uu mumh.

i(n.m\lllm.d (mh(mmﬁ..

1o drive industry engagement, with
performance metrles focusing on
patents, start-ups and products — not
Just publications.

Build Global Viroual Alllances:
Indian HFJuImulu! pm'mnr wl(hmp

--Inlnl I d mulel 1

performance-linked incentives for
industry-academia partnerships,
Internarional examples can serve as

9 . - 4

Thus, deawl g on the srrength of both
ecosystems and working roward the
common goal of nathon bullding

Such consortia must be aligned wich
narional misslons and sectoral priosities
o ensure focus and mpact.

Al secrors will nor move at the same
pace of innovation, Thus, co-locarlon of
industryand academla must be
srrategheally prioritised across three
mn.cwa.(lnu h.c:rlmm

The newly e d
Mational Research Foundarion (ANRF)
s a major srep forward, which alms 1o
sereamline funding and strengthen
mission-driven research, [t also
ENCOUARES Co- Im.ntlc:unfludusurlal

Health,
.md Lt"J whmnrnpld |m:vm[v|arni and
dn.\rl.c!\'nunu}\.]nsdmmnd aglle
collaboration and quick feedback loops,
Medium-paced sectors: Defence,
Automotive, Manufacturing, Tooling,

HEls, These are
developments.

What Is needed now is scale, speed
and a sustalned national effort,

Akey measure of success bn pubslicly
funded research s its rranslation into
commercially viable products, processes
and enterprises. Indian instiiutions
excel In fundamental science but often
fiall shaort In bridging the ‘Valley of Death’
—Technology Readiness Levels 3-7,

F B

and Envi where breakthrough

Research Convergence
Consortia platforms
deliver mission-oriented,
sector-specific solutions
while promoting open
innovation

umpln[u ‘The Munich Centre of

A a jodnt venture
between BMW and the Technical
University of Munich, ls advancing

w
access frontler rechnologles, talent and
Ibest practices,
Define Lifecyeles and Review

Each consortium should
operate on a defined lifecycle (5-10
years), with periodic reviews,
mal]m.l[mn nfrm‘mu\u and

next-gen mobllicy through co-} d,
Interdisclplinary tearms,

Further, the Furdue Alliance
showcases how deep academia-industry
alignment can transform sectors ke
pharmaceuticals, India must bulld such
indigenous frameworks in EVs, blotech
and other pelority domains.

SOME RECOMMENDATIONS
o realise the lmsmuunlmdnnrl.ll
research in HELs, India needs a bold and
structured apy mm.h

Launch zl!l kla(lonal ltmnrch
[« ORI
colocated centres, with .lpm;msu.'d
£15,000 crove over five years, should
serve a8 platforms for jnm( RED and
wranslational Innovarion.

Integrate CSR & Incentlves:
Insduseries chat sex up labs of research
chalrs on campuses should receive CSR
eredits, Co-mentorship models and first
rights on I can encourage deeper
engagement,

Apotential initiative —
“Adopr-a-Campus” — could allow

Inn umdu:clnn, In.dl.lh.ur]u world's
third-largest higher education system,
strong §TEM talent and nrmwluu_
industrial base. What Is missing s
.|I| nment berween academic research,

ndustrlal needs and natlonal prioritles.

Srructured, long-term, co-located and
co-funded partmerships are the way
forward. These must be supported by
apen Innovation systems, agile tech
wransfer offices, and shared
infrastrucrure, lnmwn(lcm(hrlw.-c in

not silos. Wi
and Im!usl[r}'wnrk In andem, guided by
ashared purpose, the results can
transform the natbon,

India stands at the cusp of becoming
an Innovation powerhouse. With vislon,
an:m:)' and sustalned Investment, our
HEIs can become englnes of industrial
transformarion fora Viksir Bharat
2047,

Sondh ls farmer MO B CED, Ashok Leyland Sandeep
Werma s Professor at IT Kanpur, Views espressed are
perscnal

Ensure judicial continuity in new income tax law

As the old law is replaced by the new, precedents set by court rulings must be preserved by explicit mention in the new law

Debarshi Chakraborty

athe mongoon sessbon of
A Farllament approaches, sttention

turn once again to the Income
Tax Bill, 2025, and the anticipazed report
of the l'nrlinmnnmry Select Commirtee,
‘While the committee's findings are still
awnited, one hopes they reflect the care
and deliberation that such a major fiscal
overhaul demands, The Bill has been
praised for its cleaner architecture and
fior shedding decades of legislative
clurter,

Yet, bn this process of starutory
housekeeping, some essentlals risk
being swept away. Conslder Clause 536
—the n.\pu;ﬂ nnd savings clause. Though

GLogAL
s
-::r

it an
accrued rights under the Income Tux
Act, 1961, Ir omits one cxitleal safeguard:
dwmmtlnulrynfjudluhl precedents
developed over decades of litigation,

This sllence might be benign in many
seatutes, But income tax lawls a
different animal, leglslarl

destabillse this accumulated
Jurisprudence would disrupt not just
legal doctrine but the predictabilicy
easentlal for routine pllmnlugmd
compliance,

JUDICIAL PRECEDENTS

Conslder CITv, Weadwarid Governor
Iredba (2009, where the Supreme Court
addressed whether unrealised forelgn
exchange losses on ourstanding
liabilities were deductible under Section
37 of the 1961 Act. The statuze offered
no express guidance on the treatment of
mark-to-market losses In the absence of
actual remitcance, The court clarlfied
thar where such losses pertained to
revenue [tems and were compured using
closing exchange rates, they were
deductible, as they reflected areal
diminution Inthe value of a rrading
liabiliy, This ruling aligned tax
rrearment with established accounting
standards {Ind AS 21), which require

T BILL, Far reaching changes scona

srarute was vague; it was the court's
interpretation that supplied coherence,
Such rulings have filled cricical gaps and
offered me{m.nl falrand predicable
standards, Where the underlying
provisions are marerially unchanged,
these precedents ought to carry forward,

But s this concern even warranted? 13
it ot well serled that judiclal

anch ftemms t be dinghe profic
and loss account. Absent this clarity,
I would have faced

domains have generated as vastand
pranular a body of judiclal
interpretation, or commanded
compliance from sucha wniu mra) of
payers. The law
suatie code andmore a3 a continuing
dialogue berween the legislature, the
courts, and the taxpayers, To discard or

Inconslstency in trearment and
potentlal disllowances
Likewise, In CIT v, Excel Industries
13), the Supreme Court reaffirmed
the ‘real Income’ principle — ensuring
that hypothetical accruals were not
raxed unless their receipt was
reasonably certaln, Here, too, the

inzery ontinue to apply where
new Iuilsl.nlma substantially reproduces
old provisions? Generally, yes, In Purfah
V. Mahar Sirgh {1955), the Supreme
Court held that unless a contrary
inzention appears, repeal does not el
settled judiclal Incerpretations, But such
5 presumed, not assured, lna
starute a3 consequential and fi

uncertalney. It also bears recalling that
income tax Taw has not evolved ina
stralght line, Its rrajectory reflects an
angolng negatiation between judiclal
interpreration and leglslative response.
From McDowell & Co, to Vodafone,
eourts have clarified ambiguity, only to
see Parliament respond with overriding
amendments. [n such aclimare, silence
on precedent is not a neatral drafting
chobee — it rlsks reopening sertled
rmi(inm and fuelling fresh rounds of
irigation,

Perhaps a helpful analogy lies In
company law. While not as vast in scope,
the Companies Act ks somewhat
sienllarly Intrleate in design and dense in
compliance. When the Companles Act,
20113, repealed is 1956 predecessor,
Sectlon 465 expresaly preserved all I.q;.ll
principles, practice, and entitlements
under the earlier law, The result was an
arguably orderly transition and
continuity in business planning, That
clause did not freeze the law — it
enaured [tevolved without discarding
what had already been settled.

Inn that spielt, the Income Tax Bl
2025, could have expressly preserved
judicial precedents under the 1961 Act,
(One hopes that the select commirtee, in
irs deliberations, has recommended

I

q ¥
contested s income tax, r ng sclely
onimplication risks avoldable

The writer s anadvacae efore the Dehl High Court

@& LETTERS TO EDITOR Send your letters by smail

Copter tragady

This refers to the BL Explainer The
red flags in the Uttarakhand
helicopter crash® (une 18},

framewark b hakl them
accountable

s far mplementing acditianal
safety memures, & appears that the

from the tragedy ofthe A India
Fhght in Ahmedabad when a
helicopter crashed near Kedarnath,
killing all seven people on baard,

The regularity with which such
accidents poour inour mountainous
regions imgilies that privace entities
operating these services are
compromising on safety ssandards,
with e effectve nstituticnal

s gotben
accustomed to @ amouncing hem

"

inar by past to e £l

allowed ta fly! Why are the
contractars cperating helcopers
ot boaked?

The aberve questicrs will never be
arawered and will b

", The Hined, Ling, i Buildis

athenties shaud ensure suffacient
time gap between fighes so that the
pilats get enaugh rest. The fatigue
af pilots may akso be one of the

apericd af time and the suthorities

Human life in Inclia s saclly ver cheap,
Hom can ve have five helicopter
accideres within a shart span of six
weeks? Why are the helicopters not
beting checksd befare they are

verywellk public memcey
isshaort,

However the authorities should
ensre that allthe piloss have vaid
licenses to flythese choppers in
dliffucult terrains,
Zecandly the helicapters should be
tharoughly checked for any
technical gitches. Thirdly the

frequent accideres
Firally, aperatars with safe fying
record shauld be given licenses,

Veena She noy

Clean-tech opportunity
This refers ta the article “Gaining
clean-tech edge” (Jure 173 The
current gobal trade shifts offer
ndia a timely eppartunity to

BE9-B60, Anna Salsi, Chennal 600003,

emerge as adean-tech
manufactiring hub

The government push thraugh the
Naticrial Manufacturing Mission,

focus on RAD, waste recycling. and
integration af global supply chains
can boost India's pasition
Developing domestic demand far
products like green hydragen, salar
modules, and barteries, is key.
Stracegic use of trade agreements to

secure crizical minerals will further
strengthen India’s pasition

i Makv
Rapus (E g

" HT WA L. Plat Ma ., Uy o V ar, Greates ik DI Cavatam Buch Nagar, ULF.2 1306, an behaat af THO PUBLGHING PYT, LTI Caernal 002 E dier: Eaghuvir Srrwasan (E1or rsparsisle for sebectian al news uater the PR ALt),
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Saving Himachal’s apples

Developing climate-resilient varieties is vital

—
Ankur Jamwal
Mchit Sharma

wrticulture isavital

eontributor to Himachal

Pradesh's economy, with
apples adding approximately 50
per cent to it. Despite not being
native to the region, apples have
weaved themselves into the social
fabric of the State, giving
Himachal Pradesh the distinctive
identify of the “Apple Stare” of
India. However, climate change

YIELD DROPPING. Rising
temparature is hurting s

has started to threaten this |, model efapple cultivarion in arid
The apple yields have either conditlons, could also help
become highly erraticorbegunte  diversify apple farming

showa decline in many regions. rechniques in Himachal.,

Apple farmers from lower parts of Apple farming in the State is
the Kullu district have already heavily dependent on chemical

switched to alternative crops,

Apple cultivars requirea
certain number of cold daﬂ—
called chilling hours — to bear
healthy flowers and fruit. There is
enough research-based evidence
o suggest that climate change

Inputs, causing degradation of soil
quality, which also impacts the
disease resilience of an apple tree.
Establishing market
intelligence systems are needed
to link farmers with better price
realisation. It can helpin

will reduce the future winter collaborative selling
chilling hours in teaditional apple  connecting small-scale farmers,
farming zones and negatively allowing them to pool their
affect apple productivity. produce and negotiate higher
Insufficient winter prices. Additionally, supportive
remperatuse can disrupt the pnlldaﬂudasﬂuﬁnld.lesful
crucial chilling period of apple sustainable practices and
trees leading to del flowering, Insurance against climate-relaved
Improper setting of fruit, losses can mitigate risks.
accelerated fruit maturity, Implementing  climate
reduced fruit size and overall poor  resilience strategy should extend
quality of fruit that could fetch beyond farmers and farms.
poor market rate. Ms A ping ultural educari
consumers favour apples with iz equally crucial.

thedr distinctive red colouration;
however, warmer summers with

Himachal Pradesh must ensure
that these educational
oo "

d
hinder the dewlnpmen&(\of(hls

I 1
funding to integrate advanced

think -bl -9

The PDOs, typically owned and
operated by local entrepreneurs, need to
acquire the Internet backhaul (also
«called as the Interner Leased Line — ILL
service) from the TISPs at wholesale

V SRIDHAR
SANDEEP AGRAWAL

ublic Wi-Fiis one of the

affordable ways by which

users get access to the

Internet apart from mobile

or fixed line broadband
services offered bry the Telecom and
Internet Service Providers {TISPs).
However, public Wi-Fi coverage in India
is poor. Public Wi-Fihotspots per
million peaple in the UK, the US, and
China are 175, 50,and 75 times that of
India. Noting the lack of public Wi-Fi
infrastructure in India, the Telecom
Regulatory Authoriry of India (TRAI)
recommended open common
specifications referred toas “Wi-Fi
Access Network Interface (WANI" in
2017, The WANI exhibits characteristics
of a Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI)
1o provide affordable broadband to
netizens in India.

The model envisioned setting up of
public Wi-Fi hotspots in Public Data
Orffices {PDOs) by local entrepreneurs
with methods for monetizing Internet

red pigment, further impactin) compararional and modellin

(helj:r%:rghu'slue_ paetg fscllm‘:n.ﬂ)eeifumtu Imp(%me
weather forecasting and

REVISE FARMING MODEL rediction of the State and linking

Acomprehensive, multi-pronged such facilities with the curriculum

strategy | v ively  ofthe al universities

address the challenges posed by should be tried.

climate change in apple The 6th Dean's Committee

cultivation in Himachal Pradesh. Drraft report onagricultural

Research and development education emphasises the

efforts must prioritise the importance of introducing

ereation of indigenous rootstocks  “new-age” courses, such as

and climate-resilient gple machine learning, envi I

varieties that requirve fewer studies, and disaster

number of cold days — called management. However, these

chilling hours — to bear healthy courses should not merely be

fl d fruit, whilealsobeing  nominal additions to students

economically viable. Reducing
dependence on imported planting

transcripts, Instead, they should
provide rigorous training that

materials by focusing on equips fresh graduates working in
indig varieties will enh State def with the skills
climate adaprability. needed toanalyse climate data.
‘The current model of apple Acollaborative and innovative
farming in the State may need approach is essential to safeguard
revigion. Some changes, suchas Himachal’s apple farming legacy.
high-densiry plantation, have —_—
already been implemented and Jamwial ks facutty at Azim Premj Unkersity,

promoted in Himachal Pradesh.
Innovative, water-efficient

and Starmais Faculty at Or RajendraPrassd
Ceniral Agriculural Universiy, Pusa, Sihar.

d, at the same time, peoviding
affordable Intemet aco

tariff for deploying WANI
networks, These commercial tariffs
«charged by the TISPs are multiple imes
that of the TISPs' own retail home
‘broadband service (alsocalled as the
Fibre To The Home — FTTH) tariff, and
makes it financially unviable for the
PDOs. There dctd

| Subsidy to public
WiFi providers

is justified

from the TISPs. They argue that the
mandated offering of rezail FTTH
service to the PDOs will lead o
migration of their existing FTTH home
broadband user base tothe PDOs,
thereby erading their revenue stream.
Further, the drastic reduction in the
‘backhaul tariff will also make their
‘business unviable.

ABUBSTITUTE?
The important question is whether the
WANI sch o dbythe PDOsisa

on the use of home FTTH llnail seTvice
as backhan] for the WANI nerworks.

Realising the above, TRAL after
consultations, issued
Tel i Tariff A d
Order on June 16, allowing the PDOs to
avail FTTH connections for their WANIT
‘backhaul at not more than twice the
retail home broadband tariffs, subject to
specified speed limits. This regulatory
intervention is expected to reduce the
‘backhaul charges for PDOs and, in arm,
reduce the prices of the WANI services,
thereby leading to possible increase in
public Wi-Fi penetration in the country.

However, this tariff-capping

lation has been met with

While technologies such
as Wi-Fi, cellular and
home broadband

Subsequently, the Government of India
launched the Prime Minister WANI
(PMWARNI) scheme as approved by the
Cabinet in December 2020,

However, the PMWAN scheme has
met withonly limited success.

t each other,
carresponding service
providers should look at
this as a synergy, and not
as competition

substituze or complementary to the
home broadband services of the TISPs,
Since the PDOs carer to small subscriber
base ina localised market, it cannot be
considered entirely as a substitute to
services being offered by the TISPs. At
the same time, much like the Virtual
Network Operators (VNOs), the PDOs
provide access service and do not owm
the core telecom infrastructure. It
depends on the TISP to carry the data
traffic to the internet. Hence if the
public Wi-Fi hotspots proliferate in the
country, the TISPs benefic due to larger

WAY AHEAD. The June 16 tariff capping order will not hurt telecom
- service providers as is feared. Public data offices are deserving of support

capping regulation shall take into
account the interests of both the TISPs
and PDOs.

Our research on the above indicates
that thia level of tariff capping will make
it sustainable for both the TI5Ps and
PDOs, especially in rural areas where
there is a complete absence of FTTH
home broadband. However, our research
indicanes that even with the tariff
capping, the PD{» market will witness
extremely limited competition with only
one or two PDOs sustaimably providing
their WANI service in each local area.

Since promaoting a competitive and
sustainable public Wi-Fi scheme is one
of the abjectives of the WANI scheme,
the TRAIand Do shall consider other
regulatory interventions. We propose a
nzge-timrzubgldym m!thepiniggl
set-up costs of the PDO. Our simulation
results indicate that such a subsidy is
likely to provide stimulus to the PDO
marker and induce competirion and
provide financially sustainable business
for local entrepreneurs. Funding from
Universal Service Obligation Fund

‘backhaul traffic thatis generazed (USOF) using an appropriate
towards monetisation, m(boénwgynudssmme auction or
Moreover, the PDOs can only offer I.oss—su'hsjd\'ma}'beagfmﬁwim for
data service and are not allowed by subsidy disbursal to the PDOs.
regulation to offer voice, SMS, While technologies such as Wi-Fi,
emergency calling and associated cellular and home broadband
service which licensed T1SPs can only ph eachother, iristi
provide. In summary, ﬂtsgsubljc\'-'l-[-'i the corresponding service providers
service offered by the PDOs can be lesok at thisas a symergy and not as
considered as comp ary to the ition, in furthering the
cellular or home broadband service much-needed Internet broadhand
provided by the TISPs. penetration in the country.

Howevwer, since both provide the same
Intemet broadband service, they are
partially substitutable. Hence tariff

Sridhar s Professor, and Agrawal s research schaar,at
WT-Eangalore Viewsare persanal

India shouldn’t ignore its medium enterprises anymore

methods, such as the Rajasthan Views are personal Nirmalya Bagchi many schemes to support MEMEs but 3 churning out innovative products — be
Karnak Roy their structure is such that it during Covid-19 in manufacturing
Sweety Pandey i MSME: in amall. An ventilators/PPE kits, or in the defence
. . atia " anﬂy:::ﬂ:MSMﬁm;l;ﬂamQ?per _secnrggll sll’l:e(lrut:g:::ridca]
] o o - recently overtool _Iapanw cent 'm are [ reent items hit’ sanctions, or
[|1L'|1II]L1LIbu.‘OI“cS$II nc. 'beme(bel}f'uurﬂ\hrgm small and only 0.3 percem'z;medium. ldshpﬂcbl.uguncumpaneunmaidin
p——— - economy. Itisan imy Itisthe prises that our missile and space programme —
TWENTY YEARS AGO TODAY. achievement but severe global present a fascinaring picture of has b ellar. Medi erprises
headwinds brought about opportunities for the country’s fare much better than enterprises
Jume 19, 2005 Reop = b’;.nanew ic g ‘.i'.,rwredinqﬂ inﬂieareaaofrllkmldl:grmwvarﬁm,
thinking if Indiahas to continueon the  innovation, R&D, and exports, Each LACKING. Adequate credit suppart TifeD and precision manufacturing. A
Accord at Reliance: Mukesh gets oil, petrochem growth path. Micro, smalland medium  unit generates an average of 89 regular specific support programme like a
The seven-month-okd dispute betwesn the Ambani brothers appears settled. s {MSME) in Indiaisa jnbn_'rhegnl,gmﬁmﬂyempmmelr schemes are designed to suj micro  Medium Enterprise Research Fund will
The TR0000-crare ampire will be divided between Mukesh and Anil, in a deal ificant part of the Indi U small parts in bath and small enterprises. It is therefore goalongway in sealing this effort.
ehalked out by their mether, Kokilsben Arbani Ms Arabani said that Mukesh with a0million registered units, Impact and output. impeeati launch a special financing “Designing a Policy for Mediom
will hirve the Fespensibility fer Rsiance Industries and IPCL, while Al will be in employing 182.6 million e scheme under the Ministryof MSMEto  Enterprises’,a report by the
charge of Refance Infocamim, Rekance Energy and Rekance Captal account for 29 per centof the country’s  UNIQUE CHALLENGES addressthisgap. A creditcard facility  Administrative Staff College of India
GDP and 40 per cent of its also face several unique witha pre-approved limit {of €5 croee) and NITI Aayog that was released on
Mo need for Govt intervention: Chidambaram Even then, MSMEs are not considered challenges. Typically, a medium may also be considered. May 26, brings out the urgent need for a
The Finance Minister, Mr P. Chicamibaram, said he was hapgy that the Amibani th f the Indian i y enmmdaehashlglurwrkins{:;hsl H&D and innovation are the specific Medium Enterprises Policy to
siblings have reselved their differences amicably. Mr Chidembaram said, "Bath are in other countries like Germany, requirement than micro and s cornerstone for sustained export unlock the full potential of such
af them continued te meet me, speak to me frem time o time and kept me ‘where specific policies are designed to enterprises, but there are no financial P Medi prises enterprises under the three main
irfermed " and that there was no reed for the Gavernment to interere now. support them to innovate and increase products/credit support that cater to |num:gm|umm?]i¢§;?wn pdllm'eof\'inltnhmm?—
their competitiveness. this need. Out of the 18 schemesof the  exists to strengthen their and iom, empl and export.
Former Tyco chief found guilty The entrenched thinking s that Ministry of MSME, only eight innovation. Add to this, there is no
Former Tyco International Ltd Chief Exscutive Mr Dennis Kodowski and MSMEs represent a significant vote specifically support medium sector-specific testing infrastructure. Bagehi s Profiessor and O rector, and oy and Fandey
firance chiefl Mr Mark Swartz were found guilty of stesling mare than $150 bank, need protection, some largesse enterprises and only one provides In spite of these chall the track ors,
illian, giing prosecutors pursuing the recent wave of corporate scandals and atonne of lip service. There are credit support. Most of the other record of medium enterprises i saffi
ane of their biggest victories to date. Mr Koelow s was found guilty of
congiracy, raud and falsfying busineis recards.
® BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2721
NOTSOEASY
ACROSS DOWN ACROSS DOWN
1. Getinfected by (5) 1. Iriting arguenert, disputatious (13) 1. Get one et in a raund for theee voices (5) 1. Arousing dispute over cors trial being

4. Symtax has lintle weight with hall the
market (7)

£ Food may turn, but it takes peogle in (9)

9. Is endlesdy declarad o be a morkey (3)
10 Teld hesw e bad familial connections (7)
12. A term for a smal beer (4)

14, Lay it & ore and make ane suffer (7)

4, Seience of larguage (7)
8. Neurishnent, food (9)

9. The caguchin mankey (3)
10, Having blaod ties (7)
12 A meiety (4)

14.Imgase

(punishment st} (7)

17,20 quires (4)

1B Learned (7)

20, Drawirg-, writing-fhid (3)

2. Gossip {6)
3. Heaving upwards (3)

rigged (13)
2. Stery shaut nen-drinker may be just idle talk (6)
4. (Herse) move to the right; 3. Giving e alift when enter taining cne inside (8)
e on (1)

5. Voice; vicka (4)

6. Book of the year's mess services (6)
7. Additianal feres, sssistance

4. Gat a harss o mave an with a whiz, 13y (3)
5. Singer engaged in several Tosca performances (4)
6. Service book shows giel Fm giving ug (5)

7. Strengthening tarie men refer ta (13)

11. Dig desp and find some stranded ehers (5)

13, Accaunt aman of the clath gives is precise (5)
15. & lot of maney to be rade in a block of

coded data (8)

16. Wark out one's vital statistics (&)

19, 1t riay be 5o Iriendly to one on drugs (4

e tromps (13) 17. Mumber of sheets are laid sut an
11, Make cleep research (5)

13, Exact ()

15, Srmall package (63

16. Bedily shape (8)

19, One with use of something (4)
22, Begin to set, to take shape (3)

mountaintop (4)

18. Baing bearned, has to die true ta foem (7)
21 Asigned narme (5} 20.Sort of drawing it's certain Kigling used (3)
23 Mot metapharical (7)
24. Turn inside out, or

21. The way ane writes whe ane is (3}
23, Spelling O all-rite is a mistake in print (7)
autwards {5}

24, Turn aut, ahways on time {5} 22, Bin-up will begin te take shage (3)

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2720

ACRGSS 2. Batik 5. Firm 7. Hoop B, Renagade 9. Misnomer 11. Blow 12 Shoet and sweet 15, Apse 17. Thiesher 19, Mystique 21. Draw 22, Belt 23, Every
DOWN 1. Abelish 2, Bagr 3. Theum 4 Kindred 5. Fag & Radio 10. Norse 11, Bewls 13 Antique 14. Elegant 16, Payee 18, Reeve 20, Tet 21, Dry
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Opinion

The real challenge for foreign campuses

here has been much

debate in India about

attracting foreign

university branch
campuses since the University
Grants Commission (UGC)
established regulations in 2023. A
few have set up shop: two
Australian universities — Deakin
University and the University of
Wollongong — in Gujarar's GIFT
City, and the LLK"s University of
Sputhampton in Gumigram, near
Delhi.

The momentum has continued
to grow in recent months. Last
week, Letters of Intent were
isswed to five foreign institutions —
the University of York, the
University of Aberdeen, University
of Western Australia, lllinois
Institute of Technology, and Haly's
Instituto Europeo di Design (IED)
— to establish campuses in
Mumbai.

However, early indicatars
suppest that Deakin and
Wollongong, which began classes
last year, and the University of
Southampton, which is going to
welcome its first batch of students,
may be moving too quickly.
Admissions were announced often
before essential details, such as
information about the faculty and
other key elements, were made
publicly available. While this rapid
pace may signal strong intent and
enthusizsm, it also raises many
CONCETS.

Challenges to the branch idea
Globally, transnational education
is navigating an increasingly
uncertain landscape. This may be
one of the most difficult global
environments for universities to
establish branches. The country
with the largest number of
overseas university branches
globally, the U.S., is in complete
disarray due to attacks on higher
education from the Donald Trump
administration. The last thing on
the minds of most American
university leaders is foreign
initiatives. Therefore, the Illinois
Institute of Technology’s decision
to establish a campus in India
should be seen as an exception.

Philip G. Althach
Prafessar Emeritus
and Distinguished
Fellow, Center far
International Higher
Educatian, Boston
Callege, LS.

Bragramme Officer

Even institutions willing to
enter the Indian market will have
to avercome numerous domestic
challenges. A major issue is
navigating India’s highly
competitive higher education

ape.

Most of the institutions seeking
to enter the Indian market are not
top-tier schools in their own
countries. In India, they risk being
seen as just one among several
“glite™ options available to
students. These branch campuses
follow a market-driven model,
offering programmes in
high-demand fields such as
business, computer science, and
data analytics. While this
approach may be financially
strategic, the narrow academic
foeus risks making them
indistinguishable from India's
better ing private colleges

i
al the Kerala State
Higher Eduication
Cauntil, India

A major issue
for foreign
universicy
branch
campuses is
navigating
India's highly
competitive
higher
education
landscape

and universities,

Therefore, the real challenge is
to establish a clear academic
identity. Without this, they risk
being perceived as little more than
diploma mills, ultimately
undermining the reputation of the
wery universities they represent. It
is also relevant that most of the
branches already established or
planning to be established are not
comprehensive universities with
diverse offerings and research
focus, but rather are small
specialised schools.

India already boasts renowned
public institutions such as the
Indian Institutes of Technology
(IITs) and Indian Institutes of
Management (IIMs), which are
actively expanding their global
engapgement and research
capabilities. Furthermore, a
growing number of elite and
semi-elite private universities in
India now offer joint and
diouble-degres programmes in
collahoration with foreign
institutions. In this dynamic
environment, foreign branch
campuses cannot rely solely on
the strength of their brand.

A concerning trend among
some international branch
campuses already established in
India is their disproportionate

reliance on marketing strategies,
aoften at the expense of academic
imvestment. While marlozn:\g has
its place, it cannot suk: for

Keralas proj
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substance. Students and parents
are |nued.ﬂru;]y dlscermng They
examine publicly avail
information on faculty credentials,
curriculum design, industry
relevance, and student support
systems. Flashy campaigns
without academic depth or
meaningful student engagement
will not build lasting trust.
Another key problem lies in
students' perception and the
reality of campus life. Early
observations suggest that most of
these branch campuses operate
out of vertical buildings, often
renting space. If foreign
universities wish to be perceived
as full-fledged institutions, they
must invest in essential “soft”
infrastructune as well.

Need for local relevance

From the Indian perspective,
selecting the right partner is
important. Universities from the
Global North are typically
imterested in branch campuses for
several reasons, Host countries or
institutions may offer majar
incentives in terms of facilities or
funds. In many cases, the primary
mutivation is to earn money, as
illustrated by several branches in
Dshai. Some wish to establish a
presence in a country to recrait
students to the home campus.
‘Without major incentives, top
global universities will seldom be
attracted. ndia will need to
carefully evaluate whether a
particular branch proposal is
suitable for local needs, and
whether it is from a foreign
institution that is attractive.

The establishment of foreign
university branch campuses in
India marks a significant milestone
in the higher education landscape.
However, if these ventures are
mushed or poorly managed, they
risk becoming cautionary tales —
short-lived initiatives that erode
trust, dilute brand value, and stall
the broader momentum toward
meaningful internationalisation.

K5, Sudhi
sudhi ksgfthehindu.coin

he Kerala Forest De

partment's recent

move to approach the
Union Ministry of Environ-
ment, Forest and Climate
Change for a one-time amnes-
ty for people possessing wil-
dlife trophy in the State has
reignited a debate over the de-
partment's alleged preferen-

tial treatment of wildlife
offenders.
The department has

pushed a proposal for "grant-
ing another chance to declare
wild animal articles and tro-
phies under Section 40 of the
Wildlife (Protection)  Act,
1972". The justification for
maving the proposal to the
State Board for Wildlife was to
offer an opportunity for the le-
gal heirs of those who inherit-
ed wildlife trophy from their
ancestors with valid owner-
ship certificates. Senior offi-
cials noted that there had
been several instances of the
legal heirs failing to get the in-
herited wildlife trophy de-
clared in their names on time
for various reasons.

Section 40 of the Wildlife
(Protection) Act, 1972, pre
scribes that “every person
having the control, custody or
possession of any animal arti-
cle, trophy or uncured trophy
of captive animals specified in
Schedule 1 shall declare to the
Chief Wildlife Warden or the
Authorised Officer within 30
days from the commence-
ment of the Act.” Illegal pos-
session of a wildlife trophy
can result in imprisonment for
three to seven years and a fine
of not less than 125,000,

Although forest officials ar-
gued that the beneficiaries of
the proposed scheme would
bee legal heirs of those with the

rightful ownership certificates
— and that the Union govern-
ment should take a call on the

request — the move brought
back to discussion the conflict-
ing stands taken by the de-
partment in the case of actor
Mohanlzl and popular Malays-
lam rapper Vedan (V. M. Hiran
Das), both booked for illegal
possession of wildlife trophy.
Officials asserted that the pro-
posal had nothing to do with
any of the wildlife crime cases
currently being pursued in
courts, but this has set ton-
Bues wagging.

When the department took
a benevolent approach to Mo-
hanlal, who was reportedly
found in possession of two
pairs of ivory fixed on a mirror
stand a few years ago, it went
tough on Vedan, who was
found wearing a chain with
pendant allegedly made from
a leopard tooth.

While it took an Income
Tax Department raid for the
department to know about
the actor’s alleged possession
of ivory, a criminal case was

Preferential treatment raises eyebrows

¢ for declaring wildlife

hy raises concerns

towr Forest Range office and
registered at the Judicial First
Class
Perumbavoor.

Magistrate  Court,

The department chose not

to remove the mirror studded
with two sets of fully deve
loped ivory to its strongroom
or the State Treasury, where
the material objects involved
in court cases are stored.
Though not illegal to leave the
material ohjects, which are
difficult to transport, with the
accused after completing the
legal formalities, questions on
possible destruction of evi-
dence by the accused were
raised in this case.

The alleged haste with

which the department acted
in Vedan's case received wi-
despread condemnation from
the public and those who had
earlier led the State Forest De-
partment. There was criticism
that the department chose to
ignore the alleged use of simi-
lar pendants by two other Ma-
layalam movie actors, includ-
ing a Unicn Minister,

Urgent need

"Great injustice to Vedan. No-
body can be duped by a fake
elephant tusk. But anybody
can get confused with a tiger/
leopard tooth with that of
another similar animal. What
a shame, especially consider-
ing the fact that the much-dis-
cussed elephant tusk case was
also dealt with in the same
Forest Range Office” noted

booked by police for alleged | Gopinath Vallilil, a former
possession of ganja, paving | Head of Forest Force, Kerala,
the way for the action against | in his social media account.

Vedan, The department wast-
ed no time in arresting the
rapper, whereas it reportedly
handled the case of Mohanlal
with kid gloves. Vedan told of
ficials that the leopard tooth
was a gift from an admirer and
that he was unaware of the le-
gal intricacies.

Incidentally, both cases
were booked at the Malayat-

Preferential treatment for

the mighty would undermine
the foundation of the rule of
law and public trust in the sys-
tem. The discriminatory treat-
ment meted out t the two ac-
cused in the wildlife crime
cases calls for balanced han-
dling of the cases to earn and
consolidate public trust and
fair dispensation of justice.

Uttaralchand — a hotbed for helicopter accidents

Fourteen crashes investigated till 2023, coupled with the spate of incidents in 2025, highlight a persistent aviation crisis

| DATA POINT

Vignesh Radhakrishnan
Sambavi Parthasarathy

he latest helicopter crash
T in Uttarakhand — which

claimed seven lives, among
them a two-year-old child, duringa
Kedamnath pilgrimage fight — adds
yet another tragic entry to the
State’s already long record as a
hotbed of helicopter disasters.

‘Within a brief window of barely
two months, the latest i the State's
fifth helicopter accident. In May
this year, six passengers en route to
Gangotri Temple were killed when
their aircraft crashed in Uttarkashi
district. Reports reveal that the
same month witnessed two further
incidents — one, a near-catas-
trophe narrowly avoided in Badri-
nath, and the other, an AIIMS air-
ambulance crash that, fortunately,
caused no fatalities — while, more
recently in June, a Kedarnath-
bound chopper was forced into an
emergency landing after a techni-
cal snag, highlighting a recurrent
aviation crisis in the region.

This spate recalls October 2022,
when three separate helicopter ac-
cidents claimed 13 lives. Two of
those tragedies struck defence hel-
icopters operating in Arunachal
Pradesh, and on October 18 that
year, 4 commerdial chopper ferry-
ing Kedarmath pilgrims crashed,
killing all seven people aboard.

A conservative analysis of inci-
dent summaries filed with the D
rectorate General of Civil Aviation
and the Aircraft Accident Investiga-
non Bureau indicates that at least

14 helicopters — many assigned to
ferry pilgrims  within  Uttarak-
hand’s rugged terrain - crashed
between 1990 and 2023. Map 1
plots the approximate departure
or intended landing sites for 75
commercial helicopters lost during
that period, revealing a concentra-
tion of accidents in north-eastern
hills as well.

In the 1990 and 2022 period, 165
people lost their lives in accidents

T

imvolving commercial helicopters,
as shown in Chart 2. In these inci-
dents, 126 people were injured,

Following the latest tragedy, pol-
ice have charged two senior offi-
cials of Aryan Aviation Pvt. Ltd. -
the operator of the crashed heli-
copter — with alleged negligence.
Notably, the company also owned
the Kedarnath-bound chopper that
went down in October 2022, killing
seven, and another aircraft that
crashed in 2009 after striking an
overhead cable.

Operating choppers in harsh
weather — whether anticipated or
sudden — ranks as the third-most
frequent cause of helicopter mis-
haps in the 1990-2023 period,

Pilot error or improper han.
dling remains the leading factor,
with  inadequate maintenance
close behind. Other recurring caus-
s include non-adherence to flight
rules by crew, technical faults, and
entangled with cables (where a hel-
icopter gets entangled in wires/ca-
bles used by locals in mountainous
regions o transport goods). Chart
3 shows the reasons behind acci-
dents in the period.

Moreover, as Chart 4 indicates,
the majority of commercial-heli-
copter accidents occurred in broad
daylight, with most such crashes
taking place while the copters were
cruising. A significant share of acci-
dents also happened during the
landing phase, whereas take-off or
climb proved to be the safest por-
tions of the journey, registering the
fewest accidents in the period, as
depicted in Chart 5.

While it is true that, when ana-
Iysed over time, the overall num-
ber of helicopter-related accidents
in India has declined, the recent
spate of crashes in Uttarakhand is a
grim reminder that such tragedies
continue to ocour, cutting short
lives. It should also be noted that in
the recent safety audit by the Inter-
national Civil Aviation Organisa-
tion, India had improved its “effec:
tive implementation” score to over
#5% from the previously low score

of T0%.
»

FROM THE ARCHIVES
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Copter crashes a proﬁle

Chart 2: The chart shaws the numnu arlatallues
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Weather modification,
new US. war weapon

New Delhi, June 18: Weather modification as a
new weapon of war might have startling
implications for the world, writes FTI's Science
Correspondent. A new super weapon,
mentioned by the Soviet Communist Party
Chief, Mr. Brezhney, in a speech last Friday, was
subsequently identified by the Sowviet
Commumist Party Central Committee's daily as a
ghastly weather weapon developed by the
United States.

According to a Geneva report, the American
and Soviet experts are now negotiating 1
passible ban on meteorological warfare.

Military scientists have been developing
technigques for dispersing fog, modifying doud
cover and lightning, handling hurricanes, and
even producing rain or snow.

Prof. Edith Brown Weiss of Princeton
& University recently wrote in *Survival”
(published by the Institute of Strategic Studies,
Londom) that weather weapons resulting from
such research are on the *horizon.”

Prof. Weiss said that the Advanced Research
Project Agency (ARPA) of the LS. Defence
Department has undertaken a worldwide
dimate modelling programme to detect
modifications in climate and to predict the likely
COMSEGUENCES,

“Attempis have been made to caleulate the
impact of introducing contaminants into the
atmosphere and of depleting ozone”, the
Profiessor said.

Ozome shields people against dangerous
24 ultraviolet rays of the sun.

ar
A HUNDRED YEARS AGD JUME 19, 1925

Unexplored continent

London, June 18: An Arctic expedition headed
by Mr. Donald MacMillan has started from

Take-offfclimb

an

Boston. It consists of two ships Bowdoin and
Peary, the latter carrying three aeroplanes. It
will proceed to Etah (Greenland) with the object
P of investigating the supposed existence of a vast
unexplored continent between the North Pole
and the North-west passage.

The expedition, with which the United States
Government is co-operating, has aroused
particular interest in Canada in view of her claim

s 40

to all the territory between Canada and the
Narth Pole.
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NEWS IN \UMBERS
Number of NRIs from
Andhra Pradesh stuck

Number of Iranians
killed in Israeli strikes

THEMamHINDU

Nissan vehicles for
which engineering

The budget for Delhi’s

Number of arrests

courtrooms

in war-ravaged Iran
Ernpowermant and

10 Relatians Minkster

Kandapalll Srinlvas sald the State
gevemment reached out to non-reskient
Indians fram the State who are stuck in
Irai, He stated that a 24/T cantral room &
actively manitoring develapments. e

Andhra Pradish Ni|

so far

analysis was closed

laraell strikes on Iran
have wounded aver
1,300, & hurman rights

graup sald. State media, also a target of
bombardmant, hive stapped reporting on
the attacks. After knocking out much of
Irii's A defence system, larel says its
warplanes have free rein aver the shies, w

an Missan Motor vehicles, The Investigation
which covered Nissan Altima and Nissan
Maxima vehicles looked into whether the
Lot control s of the rear suspendion
system may separate fram chassis. sams

I miblian, The Matiansl Highway
Tratlic Salety Adiminlstration sald it
had closed an englneering analysls

digitisation project

I 7 crare, Thie Public
Works Department af

to rewark the courtraoms digitisation
project, which was approved by the
previous AAP dispensation last year, The
work has 1o be exscuted by the PWD, far
which & fund was also spproved. s

Delhi gavernment plans.

made under Kerala's
anti-drug campaign

The Kerala govemment
I atepplng up s ight

against drug abuse with

alarge-scale campalgn simed at bullding &
drug-free soclety, Chief Minister Pinarayi
Wipayan sald the fifth phase of the anti-drug
campilgn will launeh an June 26,
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Why are oil prices rising amid Iran-Israel war?

How much has benchmark Brent crude futures risen? How important is the Serait of Hormus and why s its closure a threat to treade stability? How s India
positioned to handle an inerease in ofl prices? Has it heen able to diversify its import basket for oil?

EXPLAINER
Saptaparne Ghosh
The story so far:
scalating tensions between [ran
anel Israel sent odl prices
spiralling upwards with fears
maounting about a potential

disruption in ol supplies globally, The
bemchmark Brent erude futures had
soared about 9% on June 13 to $75.65 for a
barrel after it hit an intraday high of
§78.50/barrel - a near five-month high,
The paradigm however eased on June 16
when news reports suggested thit Tehran
huis: siskied Quitivr, Suichl Arabila ancd Oman
o urge LS, President Donald Trump o
press lsrael to agree for a ceasehire, At the
time of writing (8 pam. on June 17), Brent
crude futures were about 2.4% higher
froen Monday at $74.98/ burrel,

Why are prices rising?
Iran has repeatedly threatened o close
dhown the Strait of Hormae, [t is the
chokepoint that connects the Persian Gull
wiith the Gull of Oman and Arabian Sea,
For perspective, chokepoints are narrow
channels along widely used global sea
rouwtes that are utilised for transporting oll
through sea. The closure of a chokepoint,
even i for a temporary period, can
translate to potential deliys in supply,
reduction in traffic and rise in shipping
and insurance costs — all of which
culminates into an increased price for
energy fuel, Though aliernatives exdst for
Jdl entuil

that the Strait was “deep and wide
enough” to handie the world's lamgest
crude oil tankers, 1t further observed that

ISTOCKPHOTD

Can the world manage uncertainty?
TEA Enlicated in its June owtlook report
thae ol markets in 2025 “look well

thee Stradt facilivated transg fon of an
awerage of 20 million barrels each day
(mibyed) in 2024, This s equivalent 1o
approximately one-fifth of the ghobal
petraleum liquids consumption.
Adilitionally, the International Energy

some chokepoints, the
significant increase in transit tmes, In
fact, From the larger perspective of trade,
Pankaj Chadha, Chairman of the
Engineering Exports Promotion Counell
of India explained to The Hirdy st week
that the escalation of the conflict in West
Asiin would bar access to the Suex Canal
and the Red Sea, "(This) will hve a huge
cost and time escalation for Indian
exports by ship,” Mr. Chiadda held,

U5 Energy Information
Administration (EIA) in an analysds said

! (IEA) attribasted the Strait o
hawe served as an exit route from the Gulf
for approximately onedourth of the global
oll supply including from major
oll-producing nutions such as Sawdi
Arabis and United Arab Emirates
alongside Kuwait, Qatar, Trag and lran
Inself.

According to EIA'S estimates, B4% of
the erude oil and condensate alongside
BE% of Nguified natural gas were
transported via the Strait heacded o Asian
countries in 2024,

PE in the absence of a major
disruption. This is premised around
expectations of supply being able to
surpass demand, TEA forecasts world oll
demand w inerease by 720 th 1

disrupts the supply from the Strait of
Horrmie, However, it holds the scenirio as
“esxtremely unlikely™ for “LLS, and
‘Western countries are likely to take strong
measures against any such disruptions
given the huge risk it can pese to global
oll and gas prices and, hence, inflatdon,”

Imperative wnote though that Iran's
awm l[;mduclhm capacity may not have a
signiticant bearing in the paradigm, This
I8 owing to ULS, sanctions on impaort of
Tranian erude oll, Tehrean's major export
destination is China, Refineries in the
Aslan country have particularly benefited
from discounted fuel from the West Asian
counterpart.,

What about India?

Alitl Nayar, Chief Economist at ratings
agency ICRA, observed that while crsde
oll prices hve risen quite sharply over
the past few days, it has been from

“gather bendgn levels". She holds that
should the price persist at the current
lewels, it may not bead w a “material
revision” in ICRA'S GDP forecast of 6.2%
fior the fiscal, “However, a sustained
increase from the current levels would
welgh on Indla Inc's profitabilicy and the
extended uncertainty may further delay
private capex expendinere,” Ms. Nayar
tobd The Hinche, She summarised this
could translate to o downward revision in
ICRA'S GDP growth projections for the
second half of the fiscal, On the aspect of
supply, Union Petroleum Minister
Hardeep Singh Pur affirmed that India

barrels a day (kbvd) this year whilst supply
Is projected to rise LA mbyd 10 104.9
mbydd, Additionally, it observed from
preliminary data that global observed ofl
inventories have risen by 1 mb/d an an
uwnlfc sinee February, and 93 million
barrels in May alone, However, it
cawtloned, “while the market looks
comfortably supplied now, the recent
events shurply highlight the significant
geopolitieal risk 1o ol supply security.”
Furthermaore, JM Financlal observed in
thedr recent sectoral report that there
coubd be a “huge upside risk” if Iran

havving diversified its import basket is
comfortably placed o meet iis fuel supply
needs, The primary concern with respect
1o Innchia eouled be about how things shape
up it the Strait of Hormue, India does not
impaort petroleum crude from Tehran,
Henwewver, Amit Kumar, Pariner and
Energy and Renewablbe Industry Leader at
Grant Thorton Bharat hisd told The Hindu
lnst week, “India imports more than 80%
of its crude ofl needs, Hence, even if
direct impeorts from Iran are minkmal,
globul price spikes due w condlicr will
rabse crude odl import costs.”

With inpurs fram TCA Shavad Raghavan

THE GIST
-

The bisnchmark Brent erudi
fustures had soared abait 5%
an June 13 to $75.65 far a
barrel after it hit an Intraday
high of §78,50barre|,
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it Nayar, Cliel Economist at
ratings agency ICRA, observed
that while crude ofl prices have
risen guite sharply over the
past few days, it has been fram
“rather benlgn levels”,
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Iran has repeatedly threatered
to close down the Stralt of
Hanmuz, It is the chokepoing
that conneets the Persian Gull
with the Gull af Oman and
Arabilan Sea. The closure of &
chokepoint, even If far o
emparary perad, can
translate to patential delays in
supply, reduction In traffic and
rise In shipping and insurance
costs = all af which culminates
Into ar increased price for
enengy fuel.

What was decided at the UN

Oceans Conference?

Why is the Biodiversity Bevond National Jurisdiction :

reement important for marine conservation?

Jacob P, Koshy
The story so far:

e Unidted Nations Oceans
Conference (UNOC) concluded
Inst week In France, with 56 of

the necessary 60 countries
rutifying the Biodiversity Beyornd National
Jurisdietion (BEN]) agreement, also called
the "High Seas Treaty.

What is the UNOC about?
The third edition of the UNOC aimed w

I setion on cting s
main goal was to establish
marine-protected areas in international
waters and thereby prevent over-fishing
s well as deep-ocean mining. This deals
with purts of the oceans that are not
undler the territorial lmits of countries
andl thus the equivalent of a global
commons, A separate convention, called
the Comvention on Biological Diversity
has the world's nations eommitting to

% »

conserve 300 of the workd's marine and
coustal area as ‘protected areas’ by 2000,
A key objective of the UNOC is to deal
with operational aspects of this
aspiration, by getting countries to commit
to the BEN], While 160 countries have
signed it ratification - or having
countries align thelr own laws with the
demunes of the agreement — s a harder

Conference of Partles (COP), like the
annual climate COPs, in ke 2026,

‘What are the key hurdles to the BENJ?
The most contentious aspect of the BEN]
15 the sharing of benefits from resources,
The high seas are known to have exotic
lifeforms, While extracting these are
chinllenging, there suill lsn't a firm

task. The treaty requires 60
to trigger a 120-day countdown before
becoming legally binding, UNOG s
progress with 56 countries ratifying it
The LS, hasn't rtified it as has India,
though the latter has said it Is in the
"process” of doing so. Onee in force, the
treaty will create marine protected areas
beyond national jurisdiction, conduct

| impact
regulate marine genetic resources, and
support capacity-building for developing
nations, The UN expects to reach 70
rutifications by September, with the
Intention of hosting the first BEN]

far 1 how any
commercial benefits from these life-forms
will b shared given that this ks a territory
that doesn't belong to any one entity,
Given that the Eurprw of the conference
Is to preserve the ocean from wanion
extraction, several environmental groups
have pointed out that without a ban on
extraction, the oceans are doomed,

What were UNOC's achlevements?
The key takeaway is a host of voluntary
commitments, The European
Commission announced an investment of
1 billion evros o support ocean

conservatlon, sclence and sustalnable
fishing, French Polynesia pledged o
crente the workd's largest marine
progected area to safeguard its seas,
covering its entire exclusive economic
zone, approximately five million square
kilometres. New Zealand over

THE GI
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The third edition of the UNOC
almed te accelerate action an

$52 million wwards supporting enhanced
OCEAN FOVETTIANCE, management ancd
selenee in the Pacifie 1sdands region.
Germany Liunched a 100 million euro
immediate action programme for the
recovery and clearinee of legacy
munitions in the German Baltic and North
Seas — the first of its kind. Thirty-seven
countries, led by Panama and Canacla,
Iunched the High Ambition Coalition for
a Quibet Ocean — a first of its kind initiaive
10 tackle ocean nofse pollution on a global
scabe, Ity committed 6.5 million euros o
stremgthen survelllance by the Coust
Guard in marine protected areas and ofl
platforms, Canada contributed $9 million
dolkars to the Ocean Risk and Resilience
Action Alliance to help Small Island
Developing States and coastal developing
countries Increase their resilience to the
impacts of climate change through
nature-based solutions, Spaln committed
o ereating five new marine protected
arens thut wiuld allow proteetion of 258%
of its marine territory. A collective of UN
ageneies launched a co-design process for
Ome Ocean Finance - an effort 1o unlock
billions from ocean-dependent industries
and blue economy sectors.

wse

acednd,
-

The most contentlows aspect of
thie BB |5 the sharing of
resources, While extracting
these are challenging, there
atlll lsn't a fiem consensus for
detemmining how any
cammarcial banefits fram
this life-forim will bé shared
ghveen than this ks a terrtary that
doesn’t belang to any ane
entity,

-

The Eurcpéan Commission
announced an investment of 1
billian eures Lo support acean
consenvation, sckenee and
sustainable fshing,
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Canada reset, Trump talk:
Key Modi G-7 takeaways

e G7 maoting may not have panned out too well for the world's

rlehest nations with the US President Donabd Trump having to cut

shart his visit to the Canadian Rockies to fly back to m sltuation

roam in the Whits House (n connection with the Isracl-Iran war,
Primo Minister Navendra Modi's long haul to Conada's west, however,
yielded two very positive developments for Indla,

The flrst wis the resetting of thes with Canada that lenves all the rancour
and acrimony of Justin Trudeau's time well behind. Prime Minister
Carney's mecting with Mr Modi appesrs to have gone off swimmingly If
the restoration o tlew with the aof high commis-
sloners is any In ll-un u I8 forward into froe, frank and falr tmes for
both natlons ns ¢ ‘i"llfh Mijjar kllllnu wots put in its place as a
erlminal proba in whu || In: 10 might coaperate.

The second was the candid conversation Mr Modi had with Donald
Trump over the phone in which the Indian Prime Minlster fiermly told
“Truimip that there were no mediation talks with the US durlng the India-
Pakistan confllet in May, Pakistan sought o ceasofire thraugh formal mil-
Atary channels and Indba agroed. If Paldstan had lstened to Tromp adviee
on the matter, it was not mediation hulh‘mmlmulul that muy have led to

using the DGMO route.

o What was stressed n the ModiTeamp talk
candid Wi an lon of the irveversible position
India has hald in over 00 years that there will be
"“L;"Imll party Intervention or influence in any

bilateral fssue with Pakistan. This matter of
which hve firmly told Trump 's boast of stopping a nuclanr war may
hve mide wives, but this was possible because
thare s reality and then there is an altornate
|\rﬂ]!l5"llh4|r'1 rui?m Iulla l\]mm. kmmp to Ibnl firwe ln

an virious matters, ineluwding “vletory™

the US during the 11, 5. presidential elections.

Pakistan was known for its dancing to the

conflict in May tunes of the United States for docades and got-

ting moral support and billions in sld in retum,

Iml ln:llu - ot |'u:|1w‘: mlh:nmn{ hins mivar boen sacrificed to allow any entl-
x] ho UN, the UK, the US or the EU to have a say in the so-called

1l mlrmun ar any other bilateral mattor with Pakistamn, [t 1s not Indin's
business if the Pakistan general who sought o ceasofire is belng foted with
o Junch at the White House.

In a Jong day, Mr Modl may have prioritised the restoration of tles with
Canada that also go back o long way and were cordial for decades before
.hul!n Trudeau found a way to hang on 1o power in Ottawa by courting a
'i“ sympathetic to “Khallatan™ which ended disastrously for Mr

‘rudean and the New Democratic I’urly llwn ||u~u:|uﬂ by Jagmeet Singh,

The strength af face-to-face meotis rfv b bien stressed onee agaln
s M Modh added to the ongaing Ind lun Iplomatic offensive by carrying
J l!:l|n|1u an how the engolng Operation Sindoor went in the phase in

h Indla dominated the military exchanges. Several bilateral mostings
with leaders of natbons at the summit my have holped clear the alr over
what happenad from May 7 to 10, besides mention of inltistives regarding
wrade denls that have become acutely necossary in the wake of taiffs
threatened by the United Statos,

Film row: Let the law prevail

Tllw:inu:rnlmr(‘a:url'n unequiveeal position that the Kamataka govern-

ment must facilitate the sereening of Kamal Haasan starrer Thug Life

ini the state and l‘lnrlll)‘ chiel ministor DK, Shivakamar's statement

that the government will honour the order of the eourt should not only

pave the way for ending o confrontation between the actor and Kannada

activists but also offor a mlunlrln precedont on uphalding the right o free-
dom of speech and exprossion

Kananda activists hn:l Mulml thint thiy will allow the robeass of the film,

originally scheduled for June 5, only If the acter apologlsed for his state-

mant on the Tamil and Kannada languages, Me

Hassan's aitempt to get a veprieve from the THe Supreme Court
Karnataka high court had falled as the court has now made it
saw Imnr!l 1|n the uni-nnmn of the language clear that the
activists and suggested that the actor tender an
apology, It even castigatod the actor for m:.m
approsehing the court for relief alter apparent- d
Iy initinting the controversy, government which
Thi Suprtme Court has now made it clear that supported it and
the positions of the activists, the state govern- the Karnataka
ment which supported it and the Karnataks hi which
high court which wpheld it are all faulty. The igh court
activists cannot take law into thelr hands and upheld it are
tuke over the strects, the apex court has assert- all faulty

adl. Statemonts must be countered with state

ments, it tld them. Ta the state government, 1t anid a Alm with a valid
CHFC cortificate must be released and the state s to assure I8 screen ing,
A fllm cannod be w . bedng seveened for fenr of theatres belng
Burnt down, The apex court also disspproved of the high court upholding
the demand for an apology from the actor with a terse remark that it was
not Its business to do so,

While It 8 Imperative that everyone respects the senslbilitles of others,
and makes every effort to makntain harmeny nmunlf VIRl grotps. of peo-
pla, it b8 equally important that the fundamental rights of the citizen and
thi Fule of law prevall, 1t is not s question of the artlatie value of Thg Lifl,
but about thugh’ attempts to control not just art but also people's Hves, The
apex court his sald an ensphatic ne to that concept.
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The Israel-Iran standoff:

A war long in the making

ninitiution, it
soumed Like st
anather of these
rounds  with
misailes  belng
fived at each ather, But on
Its ffth day of contiring
anchanges, the lntest lsmel:
Iram spat appears soms-
ng B more serlous,
Potentinlly, It could mark a
new reallgnment n the
ahifting sands of Wit
Asln  geopalitics,  Wirs
thare have often redifined
1ot Just bowders, but narea-
tive, This one threatans to
voarder thee |||mum| prior-
thos and possibly robogate
the Padestindan cause to a
diminiahed place in the
Arat and Islimibe political
Lmagination, The lsrael-
fran mstmesity, translated
bty war, couldd well shape
Ui vegion for thee comirig
docade, given the Iran
nuelear e and Tehran's
amibitions of being a domi-
runt politlcal force across
e Mlcldle Enst,

Far long, Palostine served
as the fulerum  around
which Arab salidarity wis
doclired], anty- Wastern rhi-
tarke luunchad, wnd domes-
the legitimacy saught, In

much of the lslamde world
invalng the sultiing of
et Palestinians wsa pallt-
beal vinaal, But the war in
G — el thae Ik of any
coherent steps by the Arabs
|l| Mlllml her mssnult on s

and now the
1llnt1 cacalation between
Lran wnel lsvael, have begun
to push that centrality to
the periphery. If this con-
Mt encduires and yiukls des-
thy-shaping outcomes, |t
iy ol remadn mecely o
momentary — distraction,
The rise af Tran as the pivod
of hoth confrantation and
vaststancs in the Middle

soctarian, Ideologleal. and
gropolitical rivalry, muy
alveady be under way.
Even before the curment
war, lran had effectively
witioned fteell ns  the
cador of 0 transnational
“Axls of Reslatance”, that
strotched from Heghollah
Iy Ly to tha Houtlils
by Yomem, from Hamas in

Gz to (e i1t in Trg
and Syrin. It wis mostly
prowy wadre, with Litle
direct invalvemant — often
voerkng off into sporadic
kinotics, With these pros.
s now severely :hnfmhl
through targeted killings
and  milltary uummm
Lol probably povesived
thals @ the monsent to selee
and escalate what was,
urith] now, & wir long i the

kg,

However, Tehean too will
now mike every oot bo
sustiln an mrlnmuh'lr war
through vecallbration, ke
Iy involving a vevival of ls
reglonal surTogles.

In contrast, the Pales:

national opinkon, may tar-
e lran's energy  Infra
structure, with devastathe
OIS, Strait ¢
Hermu and mdjocent facili-
st e Jilisirvies 1ot st for
Iran's economy but for
mhul anerEy Aupply. An
weli strike an oil teemi-
nabs, vedinerios, or tankers
coald |||!1:¢II\\||!‘J1|I.|V||5"U.-
the movement of energy
through the Persian Gulf,
Tha ripple elfects of such
an st woukd be global,
Amang the woest affocted
will ber the

tslan political
oday 16 sldelined. Hunis
and Fatalh vemakn divided,
with nalther :xummund:l
brcad ntermational leglti-
macy nav inteenal usity,
The Arub Leagoe's rhetor]-
cal support has grown hol-
lerw, nml countries such is
ther United Arady Eirntes,
Bahruin, and oven Saud]
Arabin continue to explorn
deoper thes with lscael
vegurdless of whit happens
In Gazn, The Abeaham
Accords had signalbed a tec-
tonie shift,
Tlllnullln b clisar st
lan  undertones,  Sunni-
majarity Arab states are
Inervaslngly ariscois about
Iran's infloence - seeing 1t
1ot just as a political theeat,
bt as an Ideologheal anel
chvllisatbonal uum]{:ﬂliur
The Bunnd-Shika divide, long
manipulated and - some-
s downplayed, is resr
IM ingg, Teliran's projection
hxumr I8 no bangger cum-
nu vl i pun-Jakamnie sla-
Em\ wlone. It |8 Shinled
Iealogheally anchored, and
vovalutionary in it vocab-
ulary, That mukes Gulf
manarchies uncomfortalile
same dowbiing down an
L5 nuﬂnn  athers hedging
through Ching and Russio.
Il the war between Iran
and lsenel continues to
ptensify — a8 now seems
likely — there are serious
outcomes {n the muking.
Lsrwel, emboldened by it
e s nrkur_ﬂuh by its tech:
nolojgienl chency and
with fes disvegard for inter

Ingg Asdan sconamies "Dur'
Hewlarly Ching, Japan and
Inikin, With B0 per cont of
Inbin's eruede oll transiting
this voute, any prolonged
disruption would severoly
impact fsel prices, [nfa-
than, wrd econamic stabll-
ty. Alveady, ol prices hive
spikied by $10 per barrel, A
rogglonal war now  rlsks
becanming a global ecancim:

e shock.

Mennwhile, the human
cont of the conflict is riskng.
Gilven Isrmel's recent prece-
dent of Inflleting clvilkan
cagunlties without remorse
In Goza and b southern
Labuncn, any deosper can-
frantatlon with lran s
unlikely o spare civilkan
aron ar crithal infrastruc-
ture, Jran, too, is retadiating
through missie strikes on
urban arens, cyber disrup-
tans wnd muritime hirss:
ment, In wars of this
nu:ur|~ one wlde oftan noeds

1o blink flest for o coasofiee

¢ 8 o historkeal
Wm:. In earller oan-

atathan s, [ram has redcet-
ol o Intense rhetorle but
has often stopped ahart of
mabmnl retatlation, pre:
serving roar for o tetical
drawdown, This time, how-
over, Tehran's respanse
lns by stromger — unlike
In earlier  provoeations,
when it caleulated
vestriin, For Larmel, attain:

tlal deateuction af mlsslle
batteries may be sulicient
Incentive for a deaw-down,
India's core interests
anurgy securlty, the safety
af Ws dinspors, marktine
stabillity, and counter-ter-

rarlsm — e best sory
by pence and equilibriem
o Gulf, s infrastruc-

e fivestment 0 Chals-
Har, and potential access to
Central Asin through the
International North-Sauth
Transport Corvidor, mean
1t comnot wdford to albeate
Tran, At the sime time, the
Indla Iarnel security rela:
lanship spanning
:Im-mu technalogy, ntelli-

ence sharing and Innova-
thon b remched
unprecedented levels,

Thise thes wre oo valuakle
1o dilute, espocially when
roghanal stability {6 at risk,

Indla may this noed to
redert It Atralege autan-
amy — not as nonallgn:
mend, but as maltiallgn:
ment mlmuh%all.umw-
anising nom, iy
avin be m,uluu for Indla,
iven (15 rising profibe, to
play o qubst mediatory role
ar suppart hack-channel
diplomue capeclally
sinee bath fran and Lsoel
have h:umrhull angaged
ow Dl with respoct,
Tndin's erodibilivy wod abili-
ty o talk to both sides,
withaut posturing, 18 an
ansot mrm netivating dis
T

mmmuhuk v of lran ns
an {ssoe and the feacturing
af Palestinian centrality
ks m turning of the tide
In Wast Asin. This is n con-
ket unbikely 1o end in the
vear beet. Even if it paus-
o8, |1 may vesume, in g ro-
gion Jong shaped by unfin:
|ahed wars and slmmering
anlmosltles, Tran's diplo-
mntle linknges, its asym:
metrke strengths, mnd sheer

vagraphical seale mean

[ its confrantation with
Larmel ks nod a passing phase
but part of a loag-term
raglannl recalibrmtion,

In this fraught lnndscape,
India's qulet confidence
and atratogle flexibility
affer it rare leverage, Asthe
WK rages across  the
Parslan are, it s couritrles

likeer Il — deeply vvest-
od, and et wisely
restrained — that eould

1b1u3‘ o mujor role i shap-
g the reglon's eventnl
all-rump lrom disster,

The writer, @ rettred Ui

LETTERS

THUGS LOSE

The Supreme Court's firm
stand reaffirming the rights
of filmmakers and theatre
owners, as seen In its direc-
tion to the Karnataka gov-
emment to ensure the
screening of Kamal Haas-
an's Thug Life, is both
timely and commendable.
In a democracy, artistic
freedom must not be held
hostage by threats of vio-
lence or mob pressure. By
underlining the State's duty
to protect lawful expres-
slon, the court has not only
defended cinema but also
upheld the rule of law.
Such judgments strengthen
the spine of free speech
and remind us that intoler-
ance must never dictate
what the public can or can-
not watch, Kudos to the
apex court!

K. Chidanand Kumar

Bengaluru

ON THE BRINK

THE ESCALATING conflict batween
Iran ared lernel, marked by the tangeeed
ekl -nllrun lm mlllraryamlmlclm-
selentiats, is ﬂ‘;
ullnil g I-nl. Ith 1I1|.l2hvhltmt
Indirvet but infloertiol role,
rlak exploding into a bronder peglaral
war with devastating global conse-
quences—economic dlsraption, eoergy
insecurlty, and helghtened torrorism
vlaks, The abaence of a eredible global
medintor and the  UN'S toothios
response ondy doepien the crisis. Without
Intervention, th |
waverely destabllze not just the Middle
East, but the world at lange. The stakoes
e Plaing, and yot, the world witches in

traubling slhmer
N. Sadhasiva Reddy
Bengalury

RESPECT GIG WORKERS

EVERY DAY, we welcome packages on
aur doorstep, bul do we ever pulw o
think about the young men the
:n ciialonal s'uanni Wil !INWNMI

them? Delivery boys fice scorchin
Tseat, pouring rain, traffic chaos and
ruthleas deadlines, often for meagre
pay and lttle respect, Thel: struggle

s unraticed as we scrall and -mﬁ.

pebdersts, mental stress and luck of b
security are dudly vealities, Many are
shellshocked by customers' harsh
words ar unmeallatic expectations. Is
fost delivery worth thelr sloeploss
mlghts and broken backs? It's thme we
mecognlae them not just as nullw-r
ﬂkuﬁ bt s workers desary Imi 1llm|

it thamn respectfully, and

Dilli Ka Ilahu

Centre tweaks =
policy to draw
IAS officers &
to Delhi role

Nurenern Mod] government has recent-
mluad luruluhr nmﬂ?m -
lumOmnlmlu 'nmlmiuilnuhu

Ag of 2024, anly 48 IAS offlcers wens
the Cmm \"Irllllgs the “rﬂquim Im
E Mimlheruln MMWM'WMIM
ra [ ﬂunmury ot the Contre can now
wnintmmnr Pmrl.mlb'. ani hid to boa
dirvetor mm' &“ mhﬁu
elllll.l"wl.dm the pool”, but practically, it's a

'I"!nmuhulhn'pmdlhauuo-cum ol
wil woiks effectivel mnm""

r, These o Iy ]
choase to stay back in  co d.illrluDMpmnr
o to the Centre, beam o l'hlmumm

wr‘aulpm ﬂi“?fm’“»a"é"oh o' —1f
Ihrem Ings now, ¥ mn'chumll.lm e
i S b
m |n i 'Emkhlm to
h. hn r:hh neally bulked up the IASW

Ml?
ance it the Centra? Probably not, at least not
There's alsoa fairmess iteh hore, Bihltlul upm

tathans with their Evm
mm Fool penalised but the! lluhlmrll

volleve them, Thy are stuck, That's the system
emludhlumcm from thse Centre even bafore they

an.w ﬁ.oummnlgnmmmu.umm
£, The Centre wints
und; this states nnlwhngmh

CPCTNA T,

2 inividual omaer? 1’ Mbck in
the middle — or muhl na bumumllc
Cateh-24, The pﬂh&l“lk sn uuhg' bt bt might
Just not be enough lne.

AMITABH KANT BOWS OUT AS G-20 SHERPA
There's somet mmbenldlhulblhumm

anly survives four decades of public service bat
manages toexit an a high, leaving behind a trail of
deliverables that actually delivered, A Luhh
Kant, India's G-20 hnrpl since lnd.
CEO uerlimm. b sty dwn Mhhhl-
st aaskgmment, macking o uhd of a remnrkalle
it strotched across 48 yoars, Fow affi-
elals Buve bomn 8o conslsten wu the ﬂslnlpl..eu
at the right thme, with the
A sharps, Mr Kant bl M Inelia
mtinteral events —

ane of 1t most high-p
thi 20123 G20 sumamit in New Delh, From consen-

sushinflding on climate and development tw deftly

|l|m|| of destruction of  tenant-gesreral, i5 a femer Kindness cceaslonally.
srgraund rellsoment  GOC of e Sedragir basad Rabband
IM |I!IIN Is unlikely, A par- TA{"Clhinar") Corps Mumbal
M\'Eﬂn‘ 'inpalllLul tigh mber the  are bracing for thelr tum.
m he h'm1 t Thiswis long overdue, For decades, govermment
bath gravitas and md ald-fshioned negotiation  departments have been scattered scross Dalhi in
akills to the table. His tenure wasn't just sbout — erumbling, creaky bulﬂm Hringlng them
mml'_rlm it wn bw: d.diuﬂnc [T el ore Improve ceording.
In rocma full af elashing nat fonal interests — ticm, veduce duplication and save mnro afalr
and velled thrents. it nfmmw on inter-ministry note
OF eoursan, Mr Kirt's legacy prodates his s Bul governance kn't lLIII | ul ||
stint, thnunummmnmmn y archi- Mn\rlm b i e bublding doesn’ Mlhl ru
tocture of India's startup ecosystem, natlonal — delay, tuef wars or thit undmw

mlnl.nnl on lnnmthn and a policy voles that
aceasionally managed to cut through thi bureau:

crathe nnilu
Now, s he hints at chmphlmlnghumnm'lu

nn-um ancl think tunks Tt vt
# he carrles forward his lbl.li?( to push hh
I.dan vrllhmn lnl.ng m

m Iunl hmd.unu
ng rel.mm Nuljlll wl.

NEW DIGS FOR OLD
The babus are on the move —1|b|rll.|.3' With three
m nldngwwmhlluah‘ mhnln&m
mk up thedr ﬁ nc;l'ld potted pl.lnn[!llnd hudw
ministry of Inulhn el urbirs affhy r.'lad
things off, nnd others — from Ehl.nm mhnlﬂl

Thart sakd, symbodism matters, The
ment has pushed the Central Vista os o vllu.ll
o mare decislve, aspirational Endia,

r
llings are meant to look Hke tse future,

IM in falrniss, challenge s whether
i% will fllow suit.

anm ‘s walcome the move, It's chean, om-
trad, and overdue, But let's not protend the hard
part 18 over. The true transformation of gover-
nnce les not in whers officials sit, but in how
thay think, act and collaborate,

Lave the, hate mmmumw
peril, fs the habu guarantes and Dillp's bellef,

Share mrmw



