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Persistent problem

Basic issues in discoms must be address

:d

Akey element of rapid economic growth is the availability of relisble power at &
reasonable cost. India has done well in generation, including the addition of
renewable power over the past several years. According to government data,
power shortages dropped from 4.2 per cent in 200314 to 0.1 per cent in 2024-25.
However, the weak link in the Indian power story has been the distribution com-
panies, or discoms, with no real solution in sight. A group of ministers (Gob)
under the leadership of Union Power and Housing Affairs Minister Manohar Lal
Khattar, which also includes representatives from states, deliberated on the way
forward for discoms this week. As reported by this newspaper, the group, among
atherthings, contemplated drafting the broad contoursof a new debt-restnactur-
ing scheme for distribution utilities. The unviability of discoms, too, was dis-
cussed, which has led to several unintended consequences.

The basic problem with state discoms is that they do not recover the cost of
power from consumers and run persistently at a loss. They tend to subsidise &
class of consumers heavily, such as households and agriculturists, and charge
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India’s great vanishing Act

Thirty vears ago, an Act made physical securities disappear.

Now it's time to extend it to all paperwork

ILLLISTRATION: BINAY SIHHA

September 20 marks the 3oth anniversary of the
Depositories Ordinance, 1995. Few imagined this
quiet legislative initiative would trigger one of the bol-
dest financial reforms in independent India. Over
mneed.ecsdes_ dematerialisation has evolved froma

viay reality. Today, two

d itor over 200 millioninvestor accounts,

more from businesses, and that increases the cost for industry. Ata -
omic level, the losses incurred by states’ power utilities are a big risk to state-gov-
ernment finances. The Reserve Bank of India’s study of state-government
finances for 2024-25 Budgets — published in December last year — also high-
lighted this problem. It noted that discoms remained a drag on state-govemment
finances, with accumulated losses of 6.5 trillion by 20:22-13 — sbout 2.4 percent
of gross domestic product. The deliberations at the GoM suggest that things are
unlikely to have improved a great deal.

Gua issued by the state g nents have also i
partly because of the financial requirements of discoms. There have been several
attempts in the past to address the discom issue, including the Ujwal DISCOM
Assurance Yojana, but not much has changed. It is thus likely that any new debt-
restructuring scheme will onby kick the can further down the road and not solve
the basic issue of under-recovery and losses. With several state guvcmmr:m:
promising free power to he the prob kd only worsen. The =i n

h 1ing fordi asl jies buy powerdirectly
from producers. The discoms, as aresult, would lose high-paying consumers.

What India needs is a broad consensus on power pricing. The way forward,
also discussed by the Gol, is that tariffs need to reflect the cost of power. Once
this is achieved, and if a state government intends to extend support to & class of
consumers, it should account for subsidies transparently. The sccumulated
losses of discoms are essentially deferred or unpaid subsidies. Besides, there is
no reason why industry should be cross-subsidising households and other con-
sumers. It pushes upcosts and affects the competitiveness of businesses, particu-
larly in the manufacturing sector. Subsidies should always come from annual
Budgets. Discoms must remain viable, and be ah]c to invest adcquatcly for
instance, in reducing distributi ir yrecover dues.
This will help reduce losses and the subsidy burden. Thev alsoneed to be pra-
pared to accommaodate the increasing availability of renewable power.

A sipnificanthy,

maybecome m

Al-powered economy
India needs investments in data infra and skilling
A new report by the NITI Aayog provides a road map for accelerated economic
growth through the adoption of artificial intellisence (AL, It projects an additional
contribution of $500-600 billion te gross domestic product by 2035 from produc-
tivity improvements alone, and of another $280-475 billion by leapfrogging inno-
wvation in research & development GR&D] India’s unigue combination of a large
bech-oriented workforee, an linfrastrnucture, and ing R&D
ecosystem gives itthe potential to capture 1015 per cent of the global Alvalue pool.
But opportunity alone is not enough. A strong linkage among the government,

hu]dlngsecu:l.uesnf more than 100,000 companies,
with a custody value exceeding ¥6 00 trillion. Whar
began as aleap of faith in 1995 15 now the backbene of
India’s securities market.

Humans are fascinated by magic, the thrill of
watching something vanksh before our eyes —atrain,
a p]ane even the Taj Mahal, if only for a moment.

achieved by {a) making securities of public limited
ocompanies freely ransferable; (b) dematerialising the
securities held in a depository; and (c) entrusting
depositories to maintain ewnership records of secur-
ities and effect transfers through book entries. After
all, the framework enshrined the fthe

OPINION 9

Registrars, transfer agents. and company secretaries
feared thedrcheese moving awsay. Legal puriss insisted
that until investors had the right to hold securities in
physical form, the Llaw was unimplementable. The
Ordinance lapsed a few times. But reformers stood
firrn. Through years of resistance, a wide coalition of
afficials, instinutions, industry leaders, and countless
Indmd.ualssuslalned Theerfmt forward. l‘hebmak—
through ¢ sebi required trading/
aftrades on stockexchanges onlby in dermnat form, first
fior select shares and certain investors, then progress-
ively extending to all. The rest is history.

Before demat, every transferof securities required
mowving paper certificates to the issuer for registration,
with hipevidenced onbybyend he

certificate. The process routinely stretehed farbeyond
the two-month statutory limit Many transactions
ended in“bad delivery” owing tobad paperwork or sig-
natuee nusmsnd')es The risks were many: Theft,
forgery, d d it rh.elsauersrlght

investor. The choice between physical and demat
form rested with the investor, and the system was
bound to honour that cholee.

New Delhi wrote the script. The 1993-94 Union
Budget hinted at a centralised depository. A leading
custodian began constructing & vault to store secur-
itles. The following year's Budge proposed a deposi-
tory system of scrip-less trading and signalled a

By mid-1005,

toref wmisery. Th
waswelghed down by paperwork, costly printing, inse-
cure custody, settlement delays, restricted bquiduty,
and agllmn.ce mechanism that barely worked

L lisati pt allthis; . ol
kets faster, safer, and more transparent. More Impm
tantly, it becamne the foundation for future reforms:T+1
{and transiting to T+o) settlements that placed India
amngmewld‘si'sstest ‘markets; streamlined initial
put 1P0s) and i
ernance reforms, such as system-driven disclosures;
effective market survelllance and monitoring: and a
leap in Anancial inclusion. as millions of first-time
investors opened demat acoounts.

As India celebeates 30 years of lizaiti

dersifsh: i Id vanish, why nat

avery I.nstrumem_ every plece of paper that clogs our

marketsiin June

v? ln!ulannepobcns loan

the wision of

5 , warehs andwen

however, op Hemits: Onetrick,  dedicated law toestablish d itor
one stage at a time. In the mid-1990s, urgency set in. The finance minister and
India attempted something more aud- the finance secretary, who were driving
aclous — a grand illusion on a national broader securities market reforms, cre-
scale. Notone object. but every share cer- ated the momentum and space for the
tificate. Mot for seconds, but forever. deatotake shape.

Two new Institutions, Nal An informal team of officials and
Securities Depository Limited (NSDLY market participants carred the idea for-
(1946} and Central Depository Services ward. P I Nayak, whohad demitied office
Limited (190}, pulled it off. In the blink asjoint
of regulatory eyes, those thick certifi- 1945, continued to
cates with ornate borders and proud dematerialisatic
stamps disappeared y f M 5 SAHOO

every almirah, every pillowcase across

the land. Mo smoke, no mirrors. no trapdoors. The
disappearance was total, final, and irreversible. No
one asked for an encore.

Curlously, our “depositories™ neither accept
depaosits norstore securities. The termwas borrowed
from contem porary global markets, where deposi-
torles safeguarded physical certificates while main-
taining records electronically. India thought
differently: Mot to digitse papers, but to eJlrmnate
thermn. Outefth, ictionwas born “de
thon”, or simply, ’d.emat".'lhemwasmb]uepnm.no
assurance of success. Reformers only knew that a
paper-based securities system could never support
thescale, speed, or integritythat India's newly liberal-
ked market economy required.

The vision was bold. Multple. interoperable
d.epnmones Ware to ensure free Umfelsbulm of

d, sccuracy, and ity Thiswas

R Chandrasek thenmanaging divec-

tor of the Stock Holding Corporation of

India Limited, drew on global practices to design the
depository architecture. T K Viswanathan, then addi-
tlonal legislative counsel. translated the visionintothe
Depasitories Ordinance of19os. Remarkably, the three
nevermet in the process. My role as deputy director in
the capital markets division was only to weave thelr
ideastogether, often after hours and cutside the office.
Murnbai staged the play. C B Bhave, as the first
managing director of MSDL, led the institutional and
technological foundation that turned the vision into
reality. Throughout, the Securities and Exchange
Board of India’s (Sebi’s) steady hand orchestrated the
market ecosystem to embrace dematerialisation,
while ensuring that both the law and its

lnd.eed somme of these are geming dematted, though
anly in patches. A natural progressbon would be wo
elther integrate them into the demat framework or
deslgntailon ific needs.
mlsmddmnferlegslstmdhsgmmhdsgmleﬂ!t-
ence, unlock new markets, spark innovation, and
create eficiencies no paper system can match.
Dematerialisation ks more than a market reform: It
is & metaphor for India's digital future where trust
endures without paper, scale cormes without friction,
and transparency displaces opacity. It is also a quiet
response to climate change, sparing trees and forests
from the paper chase of old systems. Three decades on,
India’s great vanishing act continues to inspire, is
studied worldwide as a model of systernic reform, and
areminder that maki invisible is sometimes

tion remained firmly anc}medlmmemnntms‘t
Seep ted thatifthe Us had

not gone paperless, India surely could not. Industry

feared losing its gatekeeping power over transfers.

the best way to make progress visible,

Theauthoris formerch
the board of NSDL
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Finance Commission can save India’s cities

The story of cities and climatechange s often narrated

industry and ecademia is needed to build a strong and inclusive Al ec

The IndiaAl Mission, witha budget of over Ti0.000 crore, is asbcpmllnsdm:c-
tion. It focuses on deploying data labs and graphics processing units, or GFUs,
developing India-specific large language models, and integrating AT into the
national skilling agenda. This initiative lays the foundation for sovereign data
infrastructure and responsible, large-scale Al adoption. Among the prospects
highlighted by the report isIndia’s potential tobecome the global data capital. Data
can power next-generation AL models and unlock growth across sectors such as
manufacturing, pharmaceuticals, financial services, and automotive industries.

The pharmaceutical sector presents a particularly transformative opportunity.
Today, 80 per cent of India's pharma market revolves around generics, given high
R&D costsand long, lution by reducing drug-
discovery costs and development timelines, potentially transitioning India from
a generics producer to a global innovator. Leveraging its rich genetic pool and
domain expertise in pharmacology. the country can reposition itself as a hub for
innovative drug development. Simil, tandson the cusp
of arevolution with software-assisted vehicles, where Al can drive design, testing,
and component assembly. By establishing Al-ready industrial parks, combining
clean-energy factories, high-performance computing labs, and skills centres,
India can catalyse rapid innovation and position itself as a global leader in next-
generation mobility.

However, as Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman pointed out at the
launchofthe report, there is atwofold challenge — accelerating technobogy adop-
tion and building regulatory frameworks that safeguard citizens without stifling
innovation. The upcoming detailed regulations under the Digital Personal Data
Protection (DPDP) Act will provide much-needed clarity on data privacy, helping
address one of the biggest concerns in the AT ecosystem. Moreover, the report
underscores a critical human-capital cha]lcngc While Al is zet to create several
high-skilled roles, it might sim P many jobs, mainly inroutine,
low-skill segments. A coordinated approach is needed toupskill the workforce,
reskill displaced workers, and democratise access to Al capabilities, particularly
for small businesses and underrepresented regions, India must aim for respon-
sible Al edoption. By investing insovereign infrastructure, developing sector-spe-
cific data platforms like the ing data grid, ing an adaptable
Al-skilling ecosystem. and ensuring equitable access, the country can not only
unlock economi wih but also build resilient busi

ypment timelines. Al offers

Iy, the automoti

port, and communications, are discovering that one

through the lens of a familiar set of hazards, from sea-  fallure often drags others down

Il.ng heat to flooding rivers s.ndchuklng smog. While studies show that mmtal.lt} can spike dramati-
d Indian  callywhen cooli specizlly inhousing

cities today are undergeing a quieter but more con-  stock without passive deslgrL Flooding, too, is no

cemingshift. longer a matter of & swollen river or a single storm

Mew risks are emerging not as single events but as
sysneml.cdwsml.cgm!haplnghn‘w cithes grow, Inﬁa—

Ut .and financeis mobilisad. The
next decade will not only be about defending against
rising seas or installing air purifiers or cooling centres:
itwillbe about managing the flows of people, systems,
and capital that determine whethercities
canadapt atscabe.

Ome of the most profound of these
shifts s migration. The World Bank's
Groundswellinitiative in 200 estimated
that as many as 216 million people could
e forced to move withintheirown coun-
tries by 2050 due to climate-related stres-
sors. These flows are already beginning,
as droughts reduce rural viability and
cpastal inundation  drives families
inland. The Intergovernmental Panel on
Climate Change (IPCC) Sinth Assess-
ment Report recognises that urban areas
will become magnets for climate
mlgrams nat bec.ause they are safi, but because
they and the possibil
ity d survival, Yet m man) municipalities treat
migration as a crisis at the margins, ratherthanacen-
tral feature of climate adapts.uorL

CONURBATION

AMIT KAPDOR

surge. High tides, heavy rainfall, and river floods
increasingly coincide, creating compound inunda-
tion that overwhelms defences built to handle each
hazard separately.

1t clearly conveys that distant hazards (ke
upstream floods, droughts, or power grid failures)
affect cities, and the problem lies in the
plecemeal way risks are currently man-
ag\ed rhe future of adaptation lle! in

dictable, rule-based supporn for adaptation, rather
than relying only on post-disaster relief.

‘The current horizontal devolution formula, while
Including a 1o per cent "forest and ecology™ weight,
renains essentIaLI) a !tatlc gtock proey aned dicses mot

capture H theavoided-]
value of resilient ecosystems. After thorough
resgarch, the Institute for Competitiveness. in its
report "A Climate Risk Lens on Fiscal Devolution”,
has recommended creating a dedicated 5 percent cli-
mate-riskweight by reducing the formula welghts of
population ifrom 15 per cent to 13 percent), area (from
15 per cent to 13 per cent), and forest and ecology
{from 10 per cent o 9 per cent). This adjustment
ensures thatstates facing heat. floods. and low adap-

for i
embedding redundancy in critical sys-
tems, integrating green with grey infra-
structure, and ensuring that health and
housing policy are part of the same cli-
mate conversation as drainage canals
and seawalls.

Money remains the toughest bar-
rier. United Nations Environment Pro-
gramme’s Adaptation Gap Report 2024
shows international public finance for
adaptation reached only $25 billion in
202z while developing countries need $194-366 bil-
lion annually. Less than 10 per cent of global climate
finance goes to adapation as mitgaton dominates.
Multilateral development banks committed a record
#1357 billion in 2024, but only $26 billon supported

Without fvepl. the sk

d lon. Urban needs far exceed this: The World

being absorbed into informal setel located
precisely in the zones most exposed to floods and
landslides. It is important to note that what leoks Lik

Bank Indian cities require $2.4 trilllon by
msowcllmate pmnhnhsstru:tune orannual flaod
ld ri

migration pressure is, in fact, an opportunity: With
foresight, urban growth spurred by mobility can
build resilience, diversify economies, and reduce
per-capita emissions.

However. the integrity of urban systems them-
selves is becorning more precatous. The IPCC warms
that climate change no longer produces isolated
shocks, but compound and cascading risks. Cides,
stitched together by networks of powet, water. trans-

se iy billion to$30 billlon. City
]aad.elg must choose between repeamd Iebulldlng
and long-term resilience that out!
The 16th Finance Commission becomes cllucal
inthis respect. The Commission's mandate to recom-
mend how central ta

Il tyrecaive predictable, mle-based
achange thar strengthens, rather than weakens, the
current devolution formula.

Taken together, migration. cascading failures.
and the adaptation finance gap illustrate how the
terrain of urban climate risk is shifting. Each rein-
fiorces the other: Unmanaged migration increases
exposure, infrastructure fragility magnifies every
shock, and inadequarte finance leaves both prob-
lems unresolved. However, if properly reframed.
these are also entry points for transformation. In
2025, the challenge is to recognise the new forms of
risk that are already unfolding and to build instit-
thons, infrastructures, and financing models that
match thedr complexity.

Nowhere is this climate risk mare \ﬂslb.le l.ha.n in
India, where Delhi reel
andheatemergencies, Punjabgrapples with n!wgt
inundation in decades, and fast-growing metros like
Bengaluru and Mumbal confront mounting infra-
structure and finance deficits. These cities encapsu-
late the broader global challenge: Unless adaptation
planning and finance keep pace with urban growth,
climate impacts will magnify inequality and systermic
Fragility. If they do, however, India's urban transition

offers a constitutional pathway to mal eli-

fi pildly, heGlohal South.

mate risk into fiscal transfers. A forward-looking cli-
mate vulnerability criterion would ensure that
fast-growing but climate-exposed cities i

The author is chair, Institute for Competitiveness.
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Navigating China’s imperatives

‘GUMIAM SINGH

This edited volume by Ashok Kantha,
former ambessador to China. s an.
attempt todiscuss how Chinese foreign
and domestic policy under Xl Jinping
have the potential to lmpact India.
Despite the bonhomie displayed by
Prime Minister Marendra Modi and Presi-
dent Xi Jinping on the sidelines of the
Shanghal Cooperation Organisation
summit. Sino-Indian relations are Addled
with mistrust and unease. The thaw that
began in October 2024 atthe Kazan Brics
summit after theviolent Galwan clashes

of 2020, onlby calls for more caution in
Indiz's engagement with China The dis-
pured border izsue, which has seen no
resohution even after multiple rounds of
talks, highlights the nead for & morne
nuanced understanding of China Other
global developments — the Bussia-
Ukraine war, the West Aslan conflict and
thetrade war withthe US — add w the
challenges in this bilateral relationship.
Adetailed introduction by Mr
Kantha attempits to paint an overall pic-
tureof Chinaand its future direction. As
he argues. "It hss been ubsenedthat Xi's
forelgn policyin
d.ea] China \.\-1LI d.ellvenr\ade invest-

systermn or madel of development to &y
y, the fact remains that China is

ing its cwn sphere of influence.”
Ching's “win-win" narrative under its
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI has deep-
ened itsengagermnent with South Asia.
Sreeradha Datta provides a detailed pie-
ture of BRI-related investments and how
this affects India's position . Tilak
Devasher discusses China-Pakistan rela-
thoms and its bearingon Indian security
ooncerns. This all-weather friendship has
proved tobe a major l:h.nﬂen,ge for MNew
Delhiand the Chinese inthe form

Thisdependence became glaringhy evi-
dentduring the recent conflict between
Indiaand Pakistan.

The conslstent weaponisation of
trade by China and the widen-
ing trade deficit has further
reduced India's manoeuvring
power. The Covid 19 pan-
demic and the lockdowns
underscored China's central-
ity to global supply chains. As
thetrade deficit between the
neighbours expands, there is
anurgent need to focus on
ways o reduce this gap. But
doing sowill not be easy. As
Santn!h Paicbserves in his

tj_,l I

ofthe China Pakistan bcnnnmbc Corridor

DECODID

N

inTibet, a point Jayadeva Ranade
underscores, “Tibet, also known asthe
“Warer Tower' of Asia, is important for
Indiz and the region as it is the source of
most major river systemsin
Asla,” he points cut. The
recent reports of the Chinese
construction of the megadam
in Tibetand the ongoing
debates surrounding the rein-
camation ofthe 14th Dalal
Larnaadd & thorny dimension
to this relatbonship.

Forall thedominance, the
Chinese economy ksslowing
and unemployment rising
conskstently, putting addi-

(CPEC) has aggravatedt
“Pakistan's inabil meetnsdeieme

ment and oth ds, and
ssively act as a net security pro-
wider to those partmers who accomma-
date, orat least donot challenge, its cone
Interests.” In his essay. Arvind Gupta
adds the perspective that. "Although
Chinese leaders claim that they are not
interested in exporting the Chinese

duetoth
ulmc crisis could make Islamabad more
dependenton China in mecnmhagyaars
Cor “hinesa financ
enable Pakistan to procure advanced
weapons systems deemed essential for its
natbonal security interests,” he contends.

ex: ducing d d Demdlnqdmtm tlunnlstlalnsnnxlsmu
enr:yonlelna for products freen India ' Discussing this.
for d tic capacity b\rkahnkk Karitha Gopal % s, “The i
and altemativesources don't  (Editor) BRI appears to beset for a con-
existwill be India’s biggest Euhbh:;dbv tinued albeit stunted future as
challenge in preventing i s""‘ ¥ s China recalibrares its
weaponisationoftradeties 10 P49 approach to theworld amidst
by China”. the changed realities of an
Water iz increasingly intensified competition with
becominga driving factor in bilateral the Us and a slowing economy.” The

and reglonal politics. The reot of this lies

woes, As Ananth Krishnan angues, what
Xi"is able to dowill Hkely determine the
success and failure ofboth his term at
the halm and of China's quest for global
supremacy.” Srikanth Kondapalli adds
that China's “geopolitical rivalries have
sharpened due toits hostile policies, and
“weaponisation’ of trede, tourdsm and
othercoercive measures against South
orea, Talwan, Australia, Thailand,

Jaysia and other 1
hada negative impact”.

Though the book traverses a wide
canvas and offers detziled and nuanced
Insights, the realivy is that developments
connectad to China are sovast and
immedizte that it is diffieult to publish &
timely book. For nofault of the authors,
muost of the chapters seem dated when
hem in 2025 A conclusion

trade and tariffwar is compounding Xi's

that ties all the debates togetherwould
haveenhanced the value of a ook that
nevertheless is amuch-needed addition
tothe literature on decoding China from
an Indian perspective.

The reviewer is assoclate professor, OF
Jindal Global University
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Consumption to capex

GST 2.0 is powering a cycle of growth

—
Untam Prakash Agarwal

ordecades, a middle-class
F Indlian howsehold has

perfectly mirrored the
‘s seonomic growth and
pion patterns - the st
of the toothpaste tube, the
smartphone changing on the
|H\.ii|£'|1h|l.‘.t|h'|\nkn'l of
detergent oreven the sound of the
tebevision set. Now, with the
recemtly announced GST reforms,
these very ltems are symbolizing
the start of a new consumption

eycle,

Burwill this cycle spura
llu'llnp..uﬁlds or will it transform
i pmﬂ enggine?

lurabsle

GROWTH, Fuelled by
ConsuMPLIon e >

sereens but also expand first-th
adoption in markets, as Incia®
on hovers

1m|1l|-y1~nrll|1m will depend
mlIkmqulck‘lyll:ﬁllu]uumnwnn
cheaper end-prices into capacity
ereation and productivity gains,
Thee reforms, which lower GST
rates across o swathe of consumer
goods, signal a conscious push to
e tax rationalisati an

||p|1rr.m|lutc|v 70 per cent. This
benefit is expected tospillinto
sectors such asadve
media, as brands compete more
aggressively for consumer
mrention.

.M]\\.I‘tl!lllx intensity has been

engineof demand.

‘The government's message is
elear: to spur consumption-led
momentum that will create
wonditions for a higher, sustained
growth path closer wo 89 per cent.

“The major consumer brands
have n\'nim sed and highlighted

witnessed

1 \|||||N|lili
gm‘n shootswhich saw
lclc\:slcm mdvertising spends
s CF CONE Year-on-year
rn:t mlfoﬂ' m}.!S,\'le‘
bc.ﬁ:rs-l'ln':;u cuts took effect, But
for thiscycle to persist beyond the
festival season, companies must
pair higher ad-spen heapex

the growth bei on plants, astomation,
across rural |n1lhl11-im||:p<|n:\l. -ﬂlpp'lv \1\ namL'hmlld
tourban, Rural 5 o drive

Ilyintier-11

obwrme-led growth and this isthe
time for companies toreally
invest,

‘This is where policy su)

plays |umu'||mI|= Inorder to
ensure that consumption
translates into investments, the
government must acoclerate
profect dlearances to shorten
nvestment cycles, address
inverted duty structures that

n:ldllcr m mlulk\'l‘wh\r\'runl
wolumes grew 13-14 percent
recently.

“That said, the nature of this
change is ratherthan
Linear. It should be coupled with
ﬂlll\‘-wﬂ'l‘lﬁﬂil\(‘ consumer
kmpact to drive consumption that
I turm benefits the companies as
well. In fact, major brancds have
already started passing on the
b\-mﬁ'inrnumrﬁm.ﬁ.

make imports cheaper than
1 Lo

access for MS hat form the

“These shift orces the GST
shold:

backbone of ingand

a

distribution, and implement
1 reforms to reduce
A 50 COMpanies can

COTEUITIE MOre, companies scale
up preduction, investors gain
lhn.lrnc\' andancillary

yearir ith

confidence.

PROMISING SIGNS

‘That sabd, the carly signs look
promising. Televisions,
appliances, packaged goods and
small cars are expected tosee
sharp dermand i the festive
season. Avirteous cycle is
anticipated with lower prices
encouraging househo
lrpﬁrhl-cmm]\all&lpu«haw.

i ride ave of rising
demmanc. What starts witha price

cut quickly spirals intoa broader
eyche of growth,

But the message is loud and
clear -

consumption upswings
ade i supply doesn't follow,
T 20 has lit the spark of
dermand and can rew wdla's
growth storyas the inflection
polne that converted houschold
spending into Incia’s next phase
of structural growth. The key
s

which pushes vol er for c iesin
manufscturers and retaile LT u’n:lI1I;nwnu1|tlu|nm1l in
For instance, lower GSTon capacity and procluctivity.

tebevision sets will reduce prices
by mearly 10 per cent, This will ot
only drive upgrades tolanger

thehindulby

The mriter 12 charteved socountant and
Tormaer Prevdent of ICA

nessline,

TWENTY Y

September 18, 2005

SARS AGO TODAY,

Indian ks are hot picl

Foreign investors continue to hr»(y large-cap e stosc ks wath e flood of dolars,
foing inko these stocks remalning unabated During the period Aine 2004 16 Jurs
2005, they have pumped in about Rs 28,000 crove or just more than §4 bllion.

No scam in

Chidambaram

The Finance Minister, Mr . Chidambaram, on Saturday asserted that “no scam ws

inthe offing
8,400 mark

5 Madke OUE In CETLAIN SECHONS with Ehe Senmex surgn
“There is no caurse for alarm,” Mr Chidambaram tokd PT1

cwards the

After 15 years of reforms, desl hrms hold their own
Homegrown compankes have maraged to hold their own againss competition from
utirationals across rost sectors, nearty a decade and a hall after the economy
opened up o foreign competition A comparison of the 1992 and 2004 market
shares of Indian companies and MNCS ACross SEven Maor Conumer Cabegones
shows that desi firms have maraged to hakd on to a dominant 85 per cent market
share i the pharmaceuticals sector and have mantained around 50 per cent
kit Share i Serments suh b consumer ekeetronscs and durables and

categories such as breakdase cencals

India needs to

tap into global
green finance

e i e e e

SUNIL KUMAR SINHA

mdia's climate actions so far have
primarily been fina
domestic resource
Include government budgetary
support, amix of market
mechanksms, fiscal Instraments and
policy interventions. India's initial
MNationally Determined Contribution
inder the Paris Agreement
stimated that the country’s climate
on would require $2.5 rillion (at
15 prices) for meeting India's

01
climate change actions between 2015

and 2030w} s 10 reduce
emissions intensity of its GDP by 45 per
cent by 2080 from 2005 level,

In November 2022, India submitted
it Long-Term Low-Carbon
|Jc-t clopment Strategy to the Undted
loms Framework Convention on
L& llm-u' (UNFCCC), Thereare
several estimates regarding India's
I needs for Long-Term
“arbon Development Strategy
action and they vary due to differences
Inassumptions, coverage, and maodelling
appro che

ECO-FUNDING. The government must create
an gcosystem to attract global green capital to
fund its climate action goals

CH-CHE

think -bl .7

19
1114 14
feeon Sustainatality
boads bonds.
Sustainablity-lisked [
loans loani.

Sonarear Imatituse o Wnlernatinal Vinanoe

T eent) ansd
$0.98 trillion (11.12 per

trillion (3,38
SUpranatio
cent),

GREEN INSTRUMENTS

The debt instruments used for rasing
sustainable/green finance range from
green bonds/loans, green asset-backed
securities (ABS), sustainability bonads,
social bond ,umnmuml|p.|lim|lnlunt1

tainable/

o
9.4
E T ] 208
Socal Geeen
bands ABS
Sustainabiity linked  Green musicipal
b bonds

debt issuances of
peconomibes it looks more

emergin
respectable at 5.97 per cent. At $690.7
billlon, China's share in
sustainablegreen debt lisiances of

les though

aswell as global
o meet its NI Ct

remains huge, To bridge lluug'\p India
needs toacoess the rapldly growing pool
of global sustainable green capiral from
p;mim[umls. soverelgn wealth funsds,
Insurance funds, private muﬁ_\'.\'rnlurc

capital, infrastructure funds etc,
POLICY ENABLERS
The key w attract global private finance

it s.us.um.ﬂsl:.h ren projects in India
s o focus on both microeand macro level
policy enablers, At the micro level
Increasing the Iml:immu ¥ by aligning
the disclosure/reporting standards to
g]ululh'ndmur s will reduce the
Information asymmetry faced by
Imvestors Tenders, Further putting in
place an integrated domestic
measurement, reporting, and

verification system would increase the
ilability and accessibilivy of
fgreen finance data.
\umlar]\'. at the macro level mm'nm

Hlobal and emerging econc
Is much higher at 7.80 per cent and 4 45.21
rvm-mrcspunh Clearly Indiahasa

M of catehing up te doto
share in global sustainable,
I .

ustai

these green hunds: account for I]H‘
largest share of 37,10 per cent followed
Ty sustainabiliy Hnked loans (18,95 per

But l1 estimated
iuwill be in excess of $10trillion by 2050,
Given India's financial needs for climate
action, tapping the global
ummnu‘l!q fgreen finance and foreign
private capital s expected to playa
eruclal role inachieving NDC goals,

The size of global sustainable green

cht finance has also been growing
rapidly in response to the challenges of
climate change, According to Ins ol
International Finance (11F) data, the
cumiulative global sustainabl
debt issuances since March 2013
onwards reached 83,86 trillion In
December 2024 (up from $1.5 wrillion il
June 2019), OF these mature economies
accounted for $6.05 trillion (68.25 per
cent), emerging cconomies $1.53 trillion
(17.25 per cent), offshore centres 8030

Prabir Kumar Gandyopadhyay

he recent portrayal of
Industry S.0asa
human-centred,

cent), bonds (13,14 per
cent) and green loans (10,44 per cent).
At§91.2 billion, India's share in global
sustainable/green debt ssuances il
December 2024 was just 1,03 per cent,
However, when caleulated as shase in

India needs to access
the rapidly growing pool
of global sustainable
green capital from
pension funds,

sovereign wealth funds,
insurance funds, private
equity, venture capital,
infrastructure funds cte

Anumber of measures for climate
actions were announced inthe Unlon
Budget 2022-23,

een bonds and thematie funds for

lended finance, India joined the
sovereign green bonds club on January
25, 2023 by raksing T80 billio

Since then, a few maore sovereign
green bond lssuances have taken place,
Although the Securities and Exchange
Board of India (SEBI) issued the
Requirements for Issuance
and Listingof Green Debt Securities’in
.H:l?.mrr ave entity in India had
entered the green bonds market with
Vees Bank lssuing the Fll'slj:\‘wi\ h .ml of
S260 million in 2015, Vi and

|h|=u.|s»mestn'
al for

accclerating the inflow of global private
green finanoe/capital into In

In this regard, Business Responsibili
and Sustainabilivy Reporting (BRSR)
being made mandatory for the top 1000
Histed companies in India and the
announcement todevelop a taxonomy
for climate finance in the Union Budget
2024-25 are steps in the right direction,
but much more needs 1o be done to
artract ghobal sustainable/green finance
Into India.

For example, developing a dedicated
channel for the listing of green bonds ax
India's stock exchanges could be one,
Launching/e Nil.lll-lﬂl'lx S0
performance-based equity/bond index
on Indian stock exchanges and
|.ulmmmnnguuhoﬂ’ﬂmmilu« k

sxch id 1

fiscal incentives anda

private sector corporate ::n-:h.u.\'
sinee then ralsed 176,53 billion via green
bonds ssuances tll June 2025,
Nodoubt, India has been gaining
tracton in terms of accessing
sustainable/green financing both locally

lll'lmll-uigr\'\'lllmhln Inltu.'lubu'l indices
coulld be another one,

The writer is Professor at batitute of Development wnd
Commeanications (I0C), Chandgarh, Views epretied
areparianal

On businessline.in
Industry 5.0 - A glossy label for ableaker reality  Are the missing 2,000

banknotes legal tender?
Inventing new buzzwords, Who is 1fthe world ks alrcady st e, 1 i
I'El”)‘hll":’l thelnllullr)‘!.ﬂ o manage the basic mr ml‘“.ﬂ.ﬁl :,_:LI_::‘:::i‘:,ﬂ::ﬂ“:l‘lrjfl
story? Boards and CEOs are not nndem oyment, is this the time o o .m.mmmgm'u.mn
measured on b ity or duce yet another layer i ok i
sustainability — llwynre]ud.mlhy abstraction? The pillars of Industry ks

sustainable, and resilient evolution  asingular metric: stock market 5.0 — resilience, sustainability,
of manufacturing (as deseribed in performance. That, and quarterly human-centricity — are not new.
Héléne kakis's Forbes article, earnin drﬂmthnnwnliw They are longstanding chall, J
Oct 29, m)wddbcu il . i clseis II\a?.wm D’:ﬁeihw:#mpplz;f‘ilh
— ifonly it matched the reality on secondary, for d % Wrapping them ina
the ground. Let's pot be nafve, Talk of new framework does little but

We are in the midst of “empowering humans with distract from the urgent need for

ecedented churm. Across
unrtcund‘:umlw:ml anlﬁdnl

luiilnolm"m.m!’:mlngrtumlc
loghe

hard policy, ethical guardrails, and

butin practice, the

¥ in technological

i A
@ﬁ:rﬁ"

legal tender for all practical
Podnts out

Women entrepreneurs —
looking beyond the numbers

The number of women
entrepreneurs has increased,
but they remain trapped in
low-productivity, lamily-based
units, Poliey action must focus
on maving them to the
high-productive formal sector,
sy Rajesh Raj SN, Subagh §
and Yuko Nikaldo

g Tl goem Anajyum

® BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2785

I N‘!’um. Iscost .
di ing skillled and T Aland automation are et us stop conflating labelling
wrl:m.md making “decent ot being deployed to make work with leadership, The issue is not
work”™an elusive dream — evenin more meaningful — they are the absence of ideas — it is the
the organised sector. replacing work altogether. The absence of will to confront difficult
Massive retrenchments are promise of redeploying people 1o trade-offs honestly,
unfolding qubetly, and more are “higher- valuctnal:u rl'mulnl
ln\lcl[n:zj Vet instead of vague, P Thawer i
reckoning with this crisis, weare hollow. and Wndependent ReLearcher
EASY NOTSO EASY
ACROSS DOWN ACROSS DOWN

01, Made up, like a novel (%)
05, Motiture deposited from alr
on coaling (%)

07, Broadeast, televised serial {(4)
08, Stirred up (B)

10, Supervisor (8)

11, Maelt, a4 bee (4)

13, Chatter, rattle on (6)

insea (7

husband (5)
15, Glazed wall-opening (6)

18, Knave (cands) (4)

19, Strig-tease artist (8)

22, First betters (rame, ate) (8)
23, Defendant’s answer to
charge (4)

34, Wake a knot (1)

25, Seasaning (%)

01, To hang with garkands (7)
02, Hav & yearning hor (5)
0% Lumgp (gold, etc) (6)

0. Behindhand (4)

05 Thrown awary; Came down

6. Waman wha has loit hér

0. Wedding attendant (5)

12. Polae; not military (5)

14, Suggestive of touch (7)

16. Pledge, assurance, proof (7)

17, A shoot from base of plant (6)
18. Beam supporting floorboands (5]
20 Measured beat, throb (5)

21, 5eate breasury, public revenae (4)

11, What it brings about is turning ice to water (4)
13 Tk a lot about a litthe 18 Acrads, the toad! (8)
15. Time affording an apportunity one can look

out o (6)

everything (8)
22. The hrst let

23. Scontigh lawsuit

SOLUTION: BL TWO-WAY CROSSWORD 2784

ACROSS 1. Cuddle 4 Stupor 9. Nervous 10, Stoop 11, Tall 12, Peie 13, Fur 15, Gear 16, Cuit 19, Tor 20, Echo 22 Opus 24, Olled 25, Curacan 26, Secure 27, Spills

01, 1t's nat true it can fod any new arrangement (9)

05, Early freshness one deplcted right away (1)

07, Long rinmng drama one can come clean with (4)

8. Upset an American soldier at being held by Edward (8)
10, One supervising Rode, ever upaet by him (&)

18 Senall flagg almed at in bowls (4)

19, It may remdave a coat,

+ i 2 st one compies (8)

e 10 give gratihcation (4)
24 Ligature may be an obligation (3)

25, Don't minge it: put it out for seasoning ()

past (%)

01, One solt encugh to hang one with garlands (7)
02, Long 1o bé given erédit with a gréeting from the

03, A precious lump a shoater ks put up to abtain {6)
04, Falling behind schedule, is no longer with us (4)
05, Gat rid of irritation in having died without one (7)
06 Wiaman left erd af eurtain et of 18 (5)

0. You, me and the woman found by Black Rod (5)

12. 1t is polite about the comemunity (5)

wihile she removes touch ()

14, Cat turns up on reching component perceptible to

16. Be sufficient grounds for authorisation of a search {7)

DOWN 1. Corstructions 2, Darning 3. Loop 5. Tastelul 6. Proof 7, Repercussions 8. Aster 14, Lavender 17, Typical 18, Shock 20, Rebe 23, Trap

17. Shoat from plant base could be kst with no upturn (6)
18. 15 put in a whit to suppart the floorboards (5)
0. Measured beat of beans, lentils and the b (5)

21, The pulblic purse ks invested in a football chub (4)
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Fresh winds

Onus on US to keep bitateral relations on track
ot too many days ago, it seemed asif
India-US ties were headed for the

N doghouse and set to remain there fora

prolonged period. The last few days, however, have
seen atidal shift. President Donald Trump wished
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on his birthday
calling him “my friend”, while Modi responded with
equal warmth signalling the personal ties between
the two leaders getting back on track.

— The two countries have also re-started

| — I the trade talks, which were stalled after the
US imposed an additional penal tariffof 25
per cent on India’s purchases of Russian oil,
AUS trade negotiator was on a day-long
visit to India on Tuesday, This change
comes as a relief to both parties. India
cannot easily contend with tariffs of over 50
per cent, given that its export products can
be sourced by US consumers from
alternative markets more easily than
India’s ability to find new markets for them,
The US accounts for about 18 per cent of
Indian exports, with livelihoods at stake
here, particularly in textiles and leather. An
impasse hurts the US geopolitically as well,
given India's primacy as a countervailing
foree to China in this region, After the
bonhomie, seen globally, between Modi,
President Xiand President Putinat the
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
meeting in China three weeks ago, its the
US that appears to be on the back foot. It's
quite likely the US State Department has
finally managed to get a word in and
persuade Trump that there's alot more o
the Indo-US engagement than just trade
and tariff, Indeed the US Embassy in New
Delhi had put out atweet to that effect two
weeks ago, The softening of Trump’s
approach may also be related o back
channel diplomacy.

India seems intent on being both firm
and amenable to talks, Not that the red
lines have changed. Agriculture and dairy
markets cannot readily be opened for
livelihood reasons, Besides, controversies
over GM food imports, as well as the use of
animal feed in dairy products, cannot be
overruled with astroke of a pen. However,
India can certainly bring down its industrial
rariffs vo zero for US goods, just as it has
done for other FTA partners, It should draw
the US attention tothe fact that imports of
Russian oil have fallen in recent times.
According to reports, India's largest private
importer of Russian oil hasn't ordered any
of it in September. If the US is especially
keen to break the logjam, it should revoke
the penal tariff of 25 per cent right away.
With India’s imports of Russian oil already
beginning to slow down, the no
juftiﬁulim! for the penal wariff to stay,

It is-alsoincumbent on the US not to
its goalposts from time to time, As for
s worth pursuing adeal on its
terms, but not end up with abad one which
Iurts its small producers in particular, A
good pact is possible, provided the talks
proceed ina measured, reasonable way.
Birthday wishes notwithstanding, it’s up to
the US to shore up its reputation asa
trustworthy democracy,
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New chapter in bankruptcy law

WIDE REFORMS. |BC (Amendment) Bill corrects judicial deviations, restores creditor hierarchy and disciplines liquidation

RAJASEKHAR VE

he Insolvency and
ruptey Code

(Amendment) Bill, 2025,

tabled in the Lok Sabha this

MonNs0en session,
represents the most far-reaching
overhanl of the 1BC since 2018, Spread
across 68 clauses, the Bill touches every
partof the Code — from definitions and
admission procedures to liquidation,
personal guarantors, group and
cross-border insolvency, penalties, and
regulatory powers,

At its core, the Bill is aimed at
restoring order — order unsettled by
Judicial innovation, tactical misuse, or
procedural drift. The 17 instances where
the expression “clarified” has been used,
signals the legislative determination to
reassert origingl legislative design and o
correct interpretive distortions thae
have crept inover time,

Afundamental clarification is made in
the definition of “security interest”. An
explanation tosection 3(31) makes clear
ehat such an interest exists only if

ar
between p;l"[‘.it“!. and not mcrr‘b_{h_v
operation of law. This directly reverses
the Supreme Court's judgment in Srate
Tax Officer v. Rainbow Papers (2022),
which treated certain stanutory dues as
“secured™ under the Gujarat VAT Act,
That raling disrupted the creditor

hierarciry, rlmtm}q povernment dm

WELL-CRA

. The changes convert scattered regulatory and judicial rulings inta

ehear skatutory p

be recorded if the deadline is missed, But
here lies a deeper challenge. The original
Code already carried a 14-day deadline.
Courtsand tribunals treaved it as
directory, not mandatory. If every
starutory deadli ,mll;lnl
downgraded o “directory”, deadlines
are dead-leteer, 5mtulm')"|nlrnl must be
matched by adherence from
adjudicating authorities, or the
discipline of the Code will remain

il

The Bill foatifies two key principles
that underpin resolution certainty.
Minimuwm payout for dissenting
financial credivors (5.30); Dissenting
financial creditors must receive not less

, ghving both prospe

s and ereditors preditability

Ty i 1o 45 darys), A moratorium may
onlybe ordered by the Adjudicating
Authority,

“This seeks 1o bypass tribunal
congestion and give creditors o quicker,
lower-cost route, But ical rigks are
real — duplication, information
awmmm r}'.mnwrﬂmlnmrutlf IRF

and litigat defieat the
purpose, Its suceess will turn on careful
implementation and sufficient jucicial
restraint.

Two long awaited measures now

ppear,

E‘:Ehuplcr V-A (Group Insolvency):
provides for common Benches, transfer
of relaved proceedings, appointment of a
commaon insolvency professional and
coordination between CoCs, Itqulcnm
such as “control”, "group™ and

slgmﬁmnlnmmrg‘ "are defined.

Cross-border insolvency: empowers

the G ibe the

Thislifts the timeline fi h T

regulations into the Code, manner dith d B
Collecti fi Where border insol { rnotified

multiphe creditors hold security over the  classes of debtors,

samge asset, enforcement requires While both are welcome, much of the

wonsent from at beast two-thirds by substance has been left o delegated

value, discouraging holdouts, Tegislation, Given the commercial and
Time-Bowund liquidation: Section 54 gropolitical stakes, the heavy-lifting

now requires completion of liquidation
and filing for dissolution within 180 days
from the liquidation commencement

deserved aplace in the Code ivself rather
lha.n Iiel eft to subordinate rules,

Hl recognises and addresses the

date, extendable once by 90 days, adwmmhurn the IBC has taken, A
Mimm:nmfchamral'mmbulion new section 1834, :uthnmiu penalties
IFthe ad; T Tl lakho €2 i

rrw'lulmnnm\'bemlblr 1l may
permit the Col vo restore the CIRP with
atwo-thirds vote. However, such

than the lower of: (i) their liguid:
entitlement, or (1) llwlrmemlunal
illarl'umlcrth:lnmlulmnp n—a

within Lzédnys..md such achance shall
be csqﬂnn:d only onee,

above secured ¢
market confidence., By lvslnnng murlly

Clean- .'imprmlplefs 31):Oncea

dissolution: The CoC
may recommend liquidation or

P bk

frivolous or vexatious pmuling,l.
‘While financial deterrents of this order
are necessary, asieep pre-application
deposit with threat of forferture in case
fvwas found frivolous, could have been
considerced.

THE CHALLENGES

The Bill is comprehensive, but its
effectiveness Is certainly not

d. Timelines will remain

interest to those derived by by the pl PP n prior dissolution atany stage of the

amendment re-anchors the waterfall of i ng i I 4 el lon of the resol

Rnu for inth Jution plan, and cmahng plan, However,a dation for
eriders, and restores §investor Ilamundpemlucamm: be dissolution must comply with

confidence. It reaffirms that security arbitrarily terminated, conditions that will be specified, Orders

must flow from contract, and not from These changes convert seattered fior ligubdation shall be passed within 10

begislative declaration, regulatory and judicial rulings clear

OVERTURNING VIDAREHA

Section 7 is amended wo make the
admission process mechandcal: where
default exists, the A H\ldlnnng
Authority must admit the petition. This
neutrilises the Supreme Court’s
decision in Vidarbha Indistries v, Axis
Bank (2022), which allowed discretion
o decling admission even where default
was proved. Although the Supreme
Court in review described \ﬂ.ﬁm\ha as

statutory profections, giving both
prospective investors and creditors
predictabilivy.

The Bill meu:s transfer of the assets

the n-mtuﬂoncs:mirmdlwm have
taken possessbon. If the guarantos s also
undergoing CIRP, then such transfer
requires the approval of at least
two-thirds of the guarantor's CoC. This
prioritises collective resolution over
lmﬁmnmfd recovery, and curbs

confined 1o its facts, th
ensures that discretion is cut out once
default is established, By closing the
door on free-wheeling diseretion at the
admission stage, Parliament restares the
rule first articulated in Innoventive
Inclustries v. ICICT Bank (2017),

ADMISSION TRIGGER
A Ld-day timeline is preseribed for
admission or rejection, with reasons 1o

K OF 085eTS.

LIQUIDATION REFORMS
Several important changes reshape
licquidation:

Timely election by secured
ereditors: Secured ereditors must now
inform the lquidator within 14 days
whether they will stand outside
lquidation vo realise security. Failure to
do soresults in deemed relinguishment,

These provisions reinforce the
collective orientation of the Code and
reduce tactical manoeuvres that delay
distribution.

Anew Chapter IV-Aestablishes a

notional unless the courts hold them to
e mandatory. If constitutional courts
rule timelines o be directory, the
;)r'lxim'l purpose of having a timeline is
o8t

Similarly, leaving the technical
architecture of group and cross-border
msdwnqrm debegated rubes risks
Structural reforms

creditor-initiaed insolvency resolution
process (CHRP) for classes of debrors
and creditors to be notified by the
Central Government. A financial
creditor from anotified class may
initiane the CIIRF, IIK‘( o supervises
the process. The Adjudicating Authority

ofthis scale should be anchored in the
statute itsell.

The Amendment Bill, 2025, is
well-crafted and thorough. It corrects
L udicial deviations, restores creditor

Ier.lrt‘hy-.t«!iﬁctL'Iu*tlcannl.alt.
oduces

can convert adefective Cl IIRPmluu

for credi fared

regular CIRP, The ti
compressed (150 days, L'J:ltndable once

If constitutional courts
rule timelines to be
directory, the original
purpose of having a
timeline is lost

d -border insolven,

But intent alone isinsufficient, The
Taw will work only if the stakeholders
:ppwnhn withthe dlsc:plnu -
th:lt aretreated as directoryare no
deadlines aall,

Tt wriver i & Loy e formar Judicial Mewmber of
the Nagional Compuany L Tribunal

Exporters must gear up as US steps up fraud check

Getting tariff classification, country of arigin, or product valuation wrong can trigger enforcement action

—
Mikhil Varshney
Kritika Anglrish

ecently, the head of the US
partment of Justice (D0OJ)

criminal division, Matthew
Galeotti, issued s memaorandum tithed
‘Focus, Fairness, and Efficiency in the
Fight Against White-Collar Crime’,
articulating the Trump administration's
white-collar priorities and revised
n.wwln-n.!’m:cnumpohchs The

i

MEmoT

VITAL. Precise documentation

trade violations, Under anew
Whistleblower Awards Pilot Program,
receive financial

Kdown on trade fraud, His Iy

as Indla hal hnnnlargL exporter of

poﬁud Ioha\\ ] !lm&lﬁmnl impact on
Indian cxporters.

“The international trade compliance
landscape has shifted dramatically since
thie DOJ formeed the Market,
Government, and Consumer Fraud
(MGCF) Unitto l‘otul onthe

ion i their tips lead 1o
forfeitures of § | million or more, This
creates strong incentives for employees

soldin the US, They had knowledge of
sdulteration and even then, went
forward to make false claims and were
eventually indicted,

I arecent clamy by the 10O,
DRI Relays Inc., a subsidiary of TE
Connectivity Corporation, faced

States in India, and shipping finished
products to the US, Under the new
enforcement reality, every ste, i
precise documentation,
imperfect paperwork are over, The
looming threat of losing access to US
nurk:tlllcnmpmlrs do not have robun:

allegations of violating FCA reg '] systems,
the supply of military parts (mainly docunwmmm that can surviv ¢intense
r|n1m1ﬂ relays and sockets) :otl\eu‘i scrutiny f in
ofl)cﬁnw: [ ‘This represents a swing from tive

intheir facilities based in Innxls:lund o proactive enforcement, The US is
New York and Bengaluru, actively on the look out for trade

These cases show how the US is violations rathe rtlnnwallmgfor

i h I ionof laints, However, thi L

America First trade policy. Companies
now face scruting across all sectors, with
horitiesd i L

alsocn:atcsnpmnuml ies for compliant
Indian EXPOLErS. (,ampamus that

annd Competitons Lo report susg
practices.

BIG IMPACT

The imipact which the Task Force is
gobng tohave on the Indian exporters
canvery well be crystallized through

fon of tarif
evasion, m:[nndct{lhc implementation
of the False Claims Act (FCA) to pursue
wrade violations, as well as the
establishment of a specialised Trade
Fraud Task Force { Task Force) in August
2025, The DOJ isalso ol‘l'erlng cash

M ! lnetns.aenemdmg
manufacturer Ranbaxy USA, which is a
bsidiary of Ranbaxy Laboravories Lrd

based in India, p]:adrd guiltytothe
alleganions of febony in relation o
manufacturing and distribution of
certain adulterated drugs which were

rewards towhistle-bl port

dfrom their Indian facility and

acouracy in documentation lami
trans| ney in operations,

Indian exporters are now required to
scenrately report three key data points:
laerlaulﬁmhu poo nrafnrlgm

peted through
qmﬂmna'blnlanl'l strategies now face
higher compliance costs and regulatory
scrutiny, This levels the playing field for
exporters willing to invest in robust

| systems and

and |

these wrong can rcs-ultin ol
tariffs and tri

imperativ
Consider atypical Indian

Ttisi ibent upon
d panics to forthwith cnl;‘:jlu-n:hclr
erenforcement action, li prog o maintai
With tariil rules changing rapidly, market access and avoad serutiny which
sla:,'mgmnq)]lumlnsbﬂ:nmn. . mary ultimately prove costly for
manufacturer sourcing ingredients from hivey i P, v "]
Cyril Amarchand Margaldss

China, processing them in multiple
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Support MFis

IS not charity — it isa p g al

s gain a et

Apropos F ol g

S

g s, the

By placing them under the equity
cakegory, SEBI risks overstating their

of a data-driven crop rotation and
restriction polcy which Telangana

(September 17), microfnance hus it with adequate fundirg wil inherent risks of real estate could rik-return prohle - ") O by il in 2021
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INDIAN EXPRESS IS NOT AN
INDUSTRY. I'T 18 A MISSION,

— Ramnath Goenka

INTERIM VERDICT ON
WAQF AMENDMENTS
OFFERS AMIXED BAG

HEN former Chief Justice of India Sanjiv Khan-
na first heard the challenge to the Wagl Amend-
ment Act 2025 an April 16-17, he proposed interim
restrictions on its contentious features that were
agitating sections of the Muslim society, But the
Centre dodged the bullet by buying more time to argue its
case, One of the restrictions Justice Khanna proposed was
that propertie: ared by a court as wagl would not be
denotified or treated as non-wagf, whether or not it is
“wagl by user', Second, findings by Collectors on the legal-
ity of wagl properties would not be acted upon till the
disposal of the case, And finally, a few ex officio members
can be appolnted to wagf boards and councils, but all
other members must be Muslims, With Justice Khanna
retiring midway, the matter went to a new bench headed
by present Chief Justice B R Gaval, whose interim verdict
refused to stay the Law but paused a few of its sections,
While Justice Khanna intended to protect the concept of
“wagl by user” at least partially, the interim verdict upheld
the provision to axe “waqf by user’ prospectively, It also
found the requirement of registration of all *wagf by user’
properties valid, pointing out that the provision was made
mandatory in the 1923 Wagl Act itself. On the question
of empowering the Collector to quash the wagl status of
a property if he determines it illsgal, the bench suspended
the provision, saying officers cannot be judges in their own
case; the adjudication has toebe judicial or quasi-judicial. As
for the appolntment of non-Muslims to state wagl boards
and the central waglf council, the bench left the door ajar
witha capon induction, Another clavse vehemently opposed
by the petitioners was the prescription of fve years as a
practising Muslim for eligibility to ereate a wagf. The bench
did not see it as arbitrary, but hit the pause button sinee
rules to identify a practising Muslim are vet to be framed,
Avwagf is an endowment made by a Muslim individuoal for
charity or relbgious purposes and s irreversible, Rampant
mismanagement necessitated their regulation since 1923,
Given that the interim verdict is a mixed bag, triumphalism
from any quarter would be out of place. With the truncated
law Kicking insoon, its fallout will be keenly watchod.

PREVENTION BEST WAY
TO CURB KILLERAMOEBA

AEGLERIA fowlert, an amoeba measuring mere 1015
micrometres in diameter, poses a potentially deadly
challenge to health authorities nationwide after hay-
ing taken 17 lives in Kerala this year The amoeba is
known to enter through the nose and cause primary
amoebie meningoencephalitis (PAM), an infection that de-
stroys brain tissues, That's the reason behind its common
reference as the ‘brain-eating amoeba’. The symptoms start
a few davs after the infection, with early signs presenting
fever, headache, nausea and vomiting, and advanced symp-
toms expressing in the form of stiffness in the neck, sel-
zures, confusion, hallueination and coma. The PAM infec-
tion is rapidly progressive and very aggressive, with
patients dying between five and 18 days after the onset of
svmptoms. The fatality rate 1s as high as 7 percent, accord-
ing to the US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

Unfortunately, awaren, about the infection is low
given its limited incidence. However, the population's vul-
nerability to Neegleria fowlert cannot be underestimated.,
This amoeba en the body usually during swimming or
diving, activities commonly indulged in across rural and
urban India wherever wells, ponds, lakes and pools exist,
Many of these hold contaminated warm water—which is
Ldeal for this amoeba to thrive—and unsuspecting swim-
mers would remain exposed to the threat.

Treating PAM is a major challenge, Although a combina-
tion of medicines is used to treat this infection, it is seldom
suceessful unless done in the very early stages of the infec-
tion. This is mainly because of the blood-brain barrier pre-
venting the drug from reaching the affected areas—a protec-
tive barrier made of tightly-packed endothelial cells in the
brain's blood vessels that regulate the passage of substances.
However, the Naegleria fowleri amoebn can be destroved in
the water itself with chlorination or ultraviolet light.

This puts the onus on prevention. But for that, the entire
health machinery—at the Centre, across the states and at
the taluk level—needs to b involved in systematie inspee-
tion of water bodies to test samples and treat the water, if
needed, to eliminate the possible presence of the deadly
amoeba, At the same time, the research for more effective
drugs to treat the deadly PAM needs to be intensified. The
time to act 1s now, in the season the threat Increases.

AMORALRECKONING
"'W{J sehoolfriends who opened shop in 1678 after taking a

§6 ecorres pondence course together and went on to build a

multinational brand worth hundreds of millions of dollars
annowneed on Wednesday that they were parting ways, Ben
& Jerry's codounder Jerry Greenfield has gquit thelr epony-
minis bee-cream company, partner Ben Cohen announeed, as
the parent Unilever had "silenced” Jerry's attempts to call
Lsr JezEa carnage a genochde. As it happens, the announce-
ment came a day after a three-membser expert panel set up by
the UN Human Rights Counell officially recognised genocidal
intent inl‘il'lw]l]&}ld.l.'l"i' and forees” acthons in the Palestinian
ven i agonisingly slowly, the long are of the moral
un l\'EI s might just be bending towards justios,

W
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N the complex tangle sur-

rounding the conflict

in Ukraine, things are mov-

ing in the direction that Rus-

sian President Viadimir Pu-

tin would have, conceivably,

told Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi in strictest confidence dur-
ing their minute conversation
while travelling together in the Aurus
Senat, the presidential limousine ret-
ro-styled after the legendary Zil used
by Soviet leaders, They were heading
towards their September | meeting at
the American luxury hotel Ritz-Carl-
ton in Tianjin, China, where the Rus-
slan delegation was staying.

For Putin, it must have been a mo-
ment out of the Psalms: “Blessed is the
man to whom the lord imputes no guil,
inwhose spirit is no deceit.” As a deep-
1y religions t must have been of
the utmaost eriticality for Putin to hold
Modi's hands away from the prying eyes
of western intelligence at a sensitive
juncture when India had come under

at as in the colo-
er told a small group
of Rusgian journalists in Beijing.

Putin told the journalist:
know, when people from outside say,
‘We are going to make things hard for
you and punish you,.." How are the
leaders of these cnuntrmn {India and
China)—large economic powerhouses
which have lived through ver
5 in their history, perio
lonialism and attacks on the
eignty over a long historical period
supposed to react to that?

Anyway, it took just a few days uftr.'r
the ride in Putin’s lime for the US P
dent Donald Trump to make rat
overture to Modi on September 5, when
he told reporters at the White House, 1
will always be friends with Modi. He is
a great prime minister. India and the
United States have a special relation-
ship. There is nothing to worry about.”

That was an incredible turnaround
in international diplomacy. But clearly,
Trump's mind was already turning and
turning in a widening gyre as he had
written om his Truth Social post the pre-
vious day that India and Russia had
been “loat” to "deepest, darkest
China"—adding, unflappably, in his
characteristic prose style of massive al-
lipses that often give his words the ring
of an oracle; "Tdon't think we have, [ get
along very well with Madi. As you know,
he was here a couple of manths ago, we
went to the Rose Garden,”

Modi kept his part of the bargain
with Putin and is skipping the UN Gen-

FEARAND

F the conservative estimate of
80 political asspssinations that
have been committed inthe US
since 1815—things were rela-
tively quist in the four decades
after independence—soma
stand out a5 infernally conse-
quential, ‘Infernally’ because nothing
good has ever come of assassinations, &
simple historical lesson that seems to
continuoi elude Americans who dip
into their stashes of weaponry—with
arms outnumbering citizens 1.2:1
whenever the rage of reflex and irreflec-
tion descends upon them.

Of the six assassination attempts
and two successful assassinations of
American political figures in the 21st
century, the recent killing of alt-right
maven Charlie Kirk stands out as the
second-most consequential; the first
being the attempted assassination of
Donald Trump, which arguably pro-
pelled him into the Oval Office.

Kirk’s murder is important not only
for the brutalité des cifoyens it has re-
introduced into the public arena, but
also for the range of truly owtré reac-
tions it has elicited from public figures
and the social-media populace.

There are cautionary words from left-
ist and centrist luminaries, awkward
carousing from liberals, remissness of
prudence from rightist commentators
seeking to blame Kirk's killing on what
Trump routinely calls “the radical left
Democrats”, and outright incondiarism
from rightwing trolls who seem to have
been energised into an uncharacteris-
tic anti-lsraeliam by Kirks putative
anfe-mortem disenchantment with Is-
rael’s genocide in Gaga and, more im-
portantly, by the fear that b yahu-

Y ((:,. Violence meant tw se nil shore
lJ\' Up power-a 1 10 SOVETCiELy
through the vinkence of the mob

Is fundamentally American

~
N

Things have turmed around rermarkably since Putin and Madi rode
together in Tianjin, with Trump warming up towards India soon
after. Much depends on how the US manoeuvres Europe

FROM A LIMO CHAT
TO A SPECTACULAR
DIPLOMATIC TURN

M K BHADRAKUMAR

eral Assembly, which Trump is certain
to address. Highlighting Delhi's close
ties with Moscow, an Indian contingent
is participating in the Russia-Belarus
Zapad-2025 military drills to test the
combat readiness amid
growing tensions with Nato,

The events surrounding Ukraine are
in atorrential flow Trump has eracked
the whip at the European Union and
Mato, who wers punching ahove their
weight sinee his meeting with Putin in
Anchorage on August 15, which was a
turning point. Trump and Putin had
agread that a ceasefire in Ukraine
should be sequenced after a peace sot-
tlement, rather than be a “standalone’
putatively heart-warming pause in the
fighting, fragile and fraught,

5o, the fighting in Ukraine may like-
Iy run its course through the year

TR A

that is, unless the regime in Kyiv col-
or has a change of heart and
es with Russia. The latter is
predicated on the willingness of the
Machiavellian interventionists of
Western Europe to let Kyiv go, or are
driven out militarily from Ukraine.
Trump is striving hard to put the EU
and Nato on the defensive.

The European allies aimed to dis-
rupt the momentum of the Anchorage
actord and pull aside Trump from his
agreement with Putin by floating the
idea of a US-led ‘security guarantese”
for Ukraine, But Trump saw through
the EU ploy to prolong the war and
ahot it down. Thereupon, the EU came
up with Plan B in the reof impos-
ing draconian sanctions against
Russia, in coordination with Washing-
ton, with the expectation that it will

LOATHING IN KIRKLAND

KAJAL BASU

nificant political assassinations—four
presidents, 12 members of Congress,
four governors, M state legislators, nine
mayars, threa city council members, and
three politicians who held no office,
The day after Kirk was shot, th e
mon refrain among commenta w
variations of "“This is not who we are.
This refusal to see assassinations as en-
demic cut across the political spectrum,
Liberal politicians such as Bernie Sand-
ers, Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, Joe Bi-
den and Barack Obama were as guilty
af self-acquittal as Republican fire-
breathers, The influential and respect-
ed performer Whoopi Goldberg, not

The US has seen more major
poditical assassinations than

any other nation. But the recent
killing, of Charlie Kirk, a racist

and misogynist right-wing
firebeeather, has bent the American

15ts had punctured not only Trump's
trademark confidence in himself but
also taken over Capitol Hill itself,
Following Kirk's assassination, the US
is & mess of beliel va belief, opinion vs
opinion, conviction vs conviction—all
precariously perched over the precipice
of internecine conflict unheard of ina
century. A 20040 study, “Hif or Miss? The
Effects of Assassimations on Institutions
and War' (American Economic Journal:
Macroeconomics), examined the assas
nations of national leaders between 1875
and 2004, 1t found that the US, the Do-
minican Republic and Spain vied for the
highest number, There was an assassina-
tion of & world leader in nearly two out
of three years 1050 onwards. But the T8
has had the maximum number of =ig-

out of shape.
h has brought a form of white
stpremacismout of the shadows

known for hedging her bets, has taken
a less sympathetic view: “It seems to be
something we've been seeing more and
more of, And it's not even left or right.
It's just people being taken out because
of their beliefs and their thoughts."
This truth has been Magged for a very
lomg time. In The Age of Assassination:
Monarchy and Nation in 15th-Century
Ewrope, Cambridge historian Rachel
Haoffman presciently wrote: “In contrast
to the relative quiet of the 18th century,
the 19th saw the renewed surge of politi-
eal murder that had characterised the
early modern period... It was not only the

THENEW INDIAN EXPRESS.
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attacks that inspired fear among Euro-
pean royalty. The period was rife with
rumours of assassination. The mere
hint of conapiracy to commit palitical
murder caused distress and anxiety at
every European court, As monarchs,
state ministers and police authorities
grew concerned, 5o too did society at
large, Assassination attempts provoked
mass public demonstrations of leyalty to
the state, with crowds gathering in their
thousands to sing patriotic hymns, to il-
luminate and flag their streets, and to
convene religious services and o

All this mudn o post-Kirkish, Charlie
Kirk was a chilling publ gure—a
smooth-talking racist, white suprema-
cist, gun advocate, homophobe,
:mmphubu misogynist, anti-abortion-
£ nelist, genocide-dender. Ev in

ol ﬂ:ﬂmJll} i.nul:lbmmuudm 5 door-
step. But he was a Trumpista par excel-
lence. Trump ordered flags at half-mast
following his killing; he will give him the
Fresidential Medal of Freedom. the US's

! highest eivilian honour; a statue of his

will be erected in Washington DC.

Meanwhile, » ht-wing website has
revealed the names, addresses, and oth-
er private details of 40000 critics of
Kirk. Doxxing is illegal across the
world. The website was shut down
onee, hut has eropped up again and
promises to keep alive by skipping
across the pond of legality

The superfactory of ‘othering' in the
U§ is ratcheting up. Even as the Indian
American director of the FBI, Kash Pa-
tel, borrowed neo-Nazi symbology to de-
clare he would meet Kirk “in Valhalla"
the white supremacist heaven of eternal
hooyah, booze and battle h G
nor Spencer Cox went full rac
hours, I was praying that if this had to
happen here, that it wouldn't be one of
us—that somebody drove from another
state, somebody came from another
country. Sadly, that prayer was not an-
swered the way | hoped for"”

Anti-immigrant, Islamophobic dog-
whistling parading as & requiem is
Kirk’s America.

(Views are persanal)
(kajairbasuiagmail.com)
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infuriate Moscow and prompt it to es-
calate the conflict, which of course
eminently suits Nato and the hardlin-
ars in EU leadership.

But Trump already had a riposte in
mind, Sensing that the EU and Mato
hardliners in Brussels are moving in
tandem to undermine any Russian-
American “entente cordiale’ in the end-
game in Ukraine, Trump switched to
what New York businessmen might
call the ‘judo business strategy’—that
is, no biting, punching, kicking, goug-
ing, or even head-to-head struggle, but
to simply move sideways to bring the
highflying Brussels hawks "in".

In a stunning manoeuvre, Tromp
threw his weight behind Plan B to im-
pose "very strong” sanctions on Russia
but added a caveat—the EU should first
stop all energy imports from Russia;
impose 100 percent secondary sanc-
tions on China; and all Nato member
eountries should also fall in line, There-
in liea the cateh, sinee out of the 27 EU
member st nly 245 are in Nato, and
six European ; s are Nato members
but not of the ELU (and they include
Turkey, which is heavily dependent on
Russian energy supplies),

In reality, Trump's offer to the EU isa
feint, a rugzwang, a manoeuvre—call it
what you will—designed to distract and
mislead. His conditions are unlikely
ever to be met. Politice has run a score-
card on Trump's ruse, as things stand at
the moment, and predicted that the con-
ditions are actually deal breakers.
Trump's game plan is to create space
and time to navigate the peace process
with Putin, going forward. He intends
ln-‘puelk with Putin shortly. There's go-
2 to be a foreign minister-level meet-
i L on the sidelines of the UN General
Assembly in New York as well.

Meanwhile, Fortuna, the ancient
goddess of luck in Roman religion, is
smiling at Trump, as the troika that
masterminded Europe’s forever-war
strategy in Ukraine—France, Germa-
ny and the UK—are descending into
political and economic chaos.

Trump judged correctly that even 80
wears after the Second World War, Eu-
rope's security still rests on the Ameri-
can president to backstop it. He has
forced the EU to postpane indefinitely
its package of sanctions against Russia.
Having tasted suotess, Trump hopes to
frog-march Ukraine President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy to the negotiating table,
On Tuesday, he insistently -
eral times like an oracl
gonna have to make a de

(Views ave personal)
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Women's right

Ref: Political parties can’t wash dheir hands
of POSH [Sep 7). The apex court's dismissal
of the plea runs contrary ta the spirit of

the W0&th Constitutional Amendment Act,
2023 [ Kasi Shakti Vandan Adhiniyam). The
absente of an independent grievance rediess
machanism significantly hampers the
freedeem 1o voice dissamt.

Hate crimes

Red: Extend protection o Ingfans abroad
|5ep 17). LS President Donald Trumg's
unselenting anti-immigrant thetoric might
have fugled the recent brutal incident in
Texas. This barbasity warrants immediate
attention on immigranis’ safety abroad,
‘While thanking the foseign countries for
their reception, immigranis should also be
peatected from hate crimes,

[ Sethuraman, Chennal

Profit motive

Reed: Cricket feels chill of ndla-Pak freese,
other sparts hang in balance | Sep 16]. The
Irdia-Pakistan Asia Cup 2025 clash in Dubai
wastn't cricket=it was a cash grab that
madked our mation's resolve. Empty seats in
Dubai screamed boyestt, yet the match went
on. prioritising profit oves the wictims' pain.
Mikita Rhea, Bengalury

Meighbourly duties
Ref: Nepal's lecson; Use you th fury for
senewal (Sep I7). The recent upheaval
im Wepal is a clear testimony of political
lzadership™s inability to read the youth and
aiddress their angst. Humanitasian measwres
must b similar to the ones taken foe Sn
Lanka, a: Nepal looks wp tous,

N, Hengeri

Doon doom

Rel: Seience fo save the Himalzyas (Sep I7),
The extreme dlimatic event in Dehradun has
Laid base the Al-gffects of indiscriminate and
unchecked human activity in the Himalayas,
The time is ripe to listen to the sound

adwice of experts inceder to avert any such
envirommental tragedies.

PraveenMartis, Vellonre

Personal chemistry

fed: Trump greets AW foers after ‘positive’
frae tafks (Sep 17). The S President
wishing the Indian Prime Minister ahead
of his 75th barthdey is a good augury. This
may be utidlised for patching up the il will
between the two countries. The bonhomss
between the two leaders should be further
firmed up until a tanff deal iz sought.
Murali, email
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Modiat75
India has made bigstrides under his leadership

RIME Minister Nmuiruh'lnda 's TSth 1)n1hduy
both o pe '} tone and a

landmurk ru'thr'mmlry b b b lieadlingg
I'rl'll\l-plul 11 years. He chose the special occa-
shon on Wednesday to make a strong pitch for
swadedhi goods. Hlis request to 140 crore compatriots was
simple — whatever you buy, it should be made in our
country and “ghould bear the sweat of some Indian”, Sab-
ka Swath, Sabka Vikas, Sebka Vishwas; Atmanirbhar
Bharat; Viksit Bharat — these dogans have come 1o
define his short-term and long-term goals for India, The
recent GST reforms underscore the willingness to do
course correction for improving the lives of people. The
targeted welfire schemes rolled out by his govemment

have particularly benefited the poorest of the poor.
Aleacer with tireless energy, it's the toughest ehal-
lenges that have demonstrated his resilience, be it the
Cowvid-19 pandemibe, the India-China border standoff
or the Urd-Pulwama-Pahalgam terror attacks. Accord-
ing the highest priority to national interest, PM Modi
has shown firmness, drawing admiration from major
world leaders, US President Donald Trump's tariff

Despair, desperaﬁon over jobs in Bihar

The state's youth find it hard to avert unemployment due to lack of opportunities
‘I

MONASH UNIVERSITY, AUSTRALIA

ARELY had the dust
settled  on Rahul
Gandhi's Voter
Adhikar  Yatra  in
Bihar that Gen Z
youth staged protests in neigh-
bouring Nepal and overthrew
its government. The leaderless
Nepalese protestors expressed
thedr diggust ot corruption, the
government's  authoritarian
ban on social medio and a lack
of concern for youth aspirations
and public welfare, They target-
ed the ‘nepo kids', the dhildren

MAKING A BEELINE Them s a for

v Bihar. Fm

social mobility opportunities
o long time ago. Hopeless-
ness, joblessness and desper-
ation are all being managed
in this informal cooaching
enterprise as a project of
hope for youth aspirations.
The ertical  difference
between Nepali and Bihari
youth is the missing climate
activist, the rapper, the DJ in
the Patna gali. Instead, Bihar
youth are drawn to markets
built on the promise of suc
cess — a phenomenon in
which poor people  them-
selves accepl the retreat of
the State and rely on shadow
markets to lead them on.
Political protests, even over
genuine issues concerning the
youth such as contractual
entry into the Army as
Agniveers, are perceived as
risky ventures for unem-
ployed Bihari youth. There is

oty a chance that they will be
onslaught has falled todeter Incia from buying Russ- of the rich who led an extrava- arrested and get ‘bad charac.
ian oil — this is because the PM has put his foot down gant lfestyle, while the ordi-  high in Nepal — quoted to be while many more sit outside  ter' certificates from  the

and refused to succumb to pressure,

In o war-ravaged world, PM Modi has impressed
upon the international community that India's global
conduct is rooted in the principle of Masudha iva Kut won-
bakam (the world is one family). It is thanks to him that
both Indiaand the Global South have a power ful voice
today. With the retirement debate put to regt, the PM
has reiterated his determination o take the fast-rigng
nation forward with renewed vigour. However even be
woulkd admit that some obstackes noed to be surmount-
od Th il march towards self-relk i glob
al ascendancy rests on peace, harmony and a feeling of
togetherness in India, that is Bharat.

RTTwoes

Vacancies, delays stall citizens' right to know

1 the Rightto Information Act, 2005,
completing 20 years next month, it
should have been a moment of celebr
tion for a law that democratised gover-
nanae by arming citizens with the pows

or W demand secountability. Instead, the RTI regime
stands weakened, It is plagued by vacancies, delays and
ingtitutional neglect. Thie Central Information Commis-
gon (CIC), the apex body meant o enforce the low, is

nary youth suffered

In Bihoar, Rahul's yatra
pushed the ssue of democratic
accountability in the people's
court, even as Bihari boys
spouted the slogan of ‘padhoai-
kamaai dawaat’ — education,
employment and healtheare,
‘The similarity of isswes, the
timing and the geographical
proximity of o state and o
nation lead to several questlons
about resentment of the youth
against indifferent rulers. Can
we understand the chum in
Bihar politics throlgh the prism
of the Nepal protests? Have
unemployment and widening
Inepuality, combined with demo-
critic backsliding, emenged as
decisive factors in tpping the
political scales? And what les-
sons does poll-bound Bihar
draw from the upheaval in
the neighbourhood ?
Drawing on three years of
ethnographic work in  an
urban guli in Patna, 1 have
gathered accounts of ordinary
Bihari youth's struggle to
avert unemployment. Youth
unemployment has been very

upwards of 20 per cent
whereas it is clhiimed to be on
the decline in Bihar and now
stands at 10 per cent. Yet,
Bihari youth find it hard to
overcome the odds, with no
opportunities for meaningful
education in rural areas. They
fAock to urban galis in Patna,
where low-cost coaching cen-
tres proliferate.

These centres lure subaltern
aspirants with the guarantiee of
success in bharti (recruitment )
for government jobs, The cen-
tres are run in the name o
their “sirs’
English to rustic Biharis, Guru
Rahman promises  darmoge
bharti and Goswami sir offers
coaching in ‘sampooma gan-

r
Bipin sir teaches

Coaching centres in
i lure aspirants
with the guarantee of
success in recruitment
forgowt jobs.

it" e, ‘entire
e gali, 3umul
8 hiz lineage
from the legendary Maurya
dynasty ruler and offers a
‘dhamaka bumper’ offer for
his course pack — what was
carlier priced at Re 3500 is
now offered ot Rs 500, exhort-
ing students to enrol fast.
The king of the gali, how-

=

ever, is Khan sir, a ‘youth
lcon' who teaches with a
pronounced vernacular
accent, has his own YouTube
channel and leads youth
protests against paper leaks
in exams for government
recruitment. Over a thou-
sand students sit through
his lectures every evening,

the clagsroom and pay atten-
tion to him on TV screens.
Others simply hang around
o beg for photocopies of his
lecture notes as they cannot
afford even the low fees’ for
coaching. 1 am told that there
are millions of ‘online’ stu-
dents who sttend Khan's lee-
tures on their mobile phones
as they cannot afford the cost
of living in Patna.

Dealing with unemployment
is being accepted as an individ-
ual responsib ity in Bihar (and
elsewhere in India). Even as
public sector employment is
shrinking in neo-liberal India,
its lure perdsts. It is seen as
the only way out of the desper-
ation of rural lives, immersed

The coaching °
selves  are
young men of a senior gener-
ation, who are selling hopes
o ordinary youlh in a mad
scramble  for  government
Jjobs, Coaching is their self.
employment and only
avenue for self-respect in a
society that stopped olfering

police, rendering them perma-
nently unemployable, Better
to bear the ignominy and run
the mile every moming as
part of physical training nec-
essary for bharti.

Before the break of down, 1
visit Patna's Gandhi Maidan —
the city centre and nerve centre
of its political history, replete
with poetic calls for ‘singhasan
khaali karo, janataaoti hai'
lines of Rashtrakavi Dinkar
which became the rallying ery
for anti-Emergency youth cru-
sacders in 1875-T7. There, I find
thousands being trained by
physical  trabning  coaches,
Many young aspirants jog bare
fool in the race for employ-
ment. No songs, no poets and
no time for the politics of
protests for these Bihar youth.
And Nepal ks not even a
‘guess  question’ in the
coaching textbooks there,

In this backdrop, Rahul's
yatra is an organised expres-
sion of the Opposition's
volce, It occuples o civie
space of dissent, foreclosing
Nepal-like possibilities,

headless for the seventh time in 11 years. Thousands of
appeals and complaints languish in the backlog and
appointments of commissioners remain mired in sys-
temic delays. The RTI Act promises citzens information
within 30 days — or within 48 hours if Bfe or Eberty is at
stake — yet today many applicants walt over a year for
hearings, making a mockery of the law’s intent,

Despite repeated nudges from the Supreme Cowrt,
the Union government has shown scant urgency in fill-
ing posts at the CIC and state commissions. In practice,
this has effectively denied citizens the timely informa-
tion the Act guarantees. The drift is not limited 10
appointments. Legiskitiveand administrative movis —
Erom diluting the tenure and status of mformation com-
migaioners to the expansion of data protection laws that
could override RT1 — have narrowed the scope of trans-
parency. Technical barriers, such as clunky online por-
tals and poor digital nfrastructure, further deter appli-
cants. The result is a regime where the burden of
secrecy is onoe again shifting onto citizens, rather than
on the state to justify non<disclosure,

Yot the spiritof RTT remains alive inthose who contin:
ue to file applications, often ot personal risk. To honour
that spirit, the government must restore the commissions
to full strength, ensure proactive disclosures by depart
ments and protect the Adt from legislative dilution, Oth-
erwise, one of s most important democratic achiove-
mients of the country risks withering into imelevanios,

ONTHIS DAY...100 YEARS AGO

TBhe Tribune.

LANIO R, FREDAY, SEPTUMBER 18, 1925

Extorting apologies

IT has seldom been our lot to come seross o more extraordinary
Judigment than the one delivered by Pandit Sri Kishan, Magis-
trate ifirst class), Amritsar, in the case against Bhai Kopur Singh,
wilitor, and Bhai Hari Singh, printer and publisher of the Qanmi
Dard of Amritsar. The Magstrate has comvictid the accused
under Section 124-A, IPC, and sentenced each of them to two
years' rigorous imprizonment and a fine of Rs 200, or in default
of payment of fine to a further period of six months rigorous
imprisonment. The prosecution was based on a nolification
tithed, * Musafi mangaioan da navan dhang” (e new method of
eadorting apologies) issued by the Alali Dial and published in the
newspaper, The artide purported o describe the tortures o
which Akall prisoners in Nabha were alleged to have been sub-
jecded in order o extodt apologies from them, The accused
pleaded that the allegations made in the articl were correct and
they wene perfectly within their rights in publizhing those facts
with aview Lo obtaindng redress for a public grievance, In order
to prove the truth of the allegations about the treatment of Alali
prizsoners in Nabha, they felded o list of 100 defenoe witnesses,
of whom the Mag strate refused Lo summon as many as 97, and
called anly thres, two ol whom were doctors who sta ted that they
had eamined the ek or injured persons who had returmed
froan Malsha, while the third was Dr Kitchlew, who depossd 1o
having been present ot the finng ot Jaito and stated that the facts
contained in the article were comeet.
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THOUGHT FORTHE DAY

Unemploymentis rarely considered desirable except by those who have not experienced it — ohn Kot Galbraith

Homes are defined
by grace & dignity

Dinesu Kuman

7V HE recent deluge in Punjob reminded me of the time
when my village fuced the fury of Aoods almost twoe
decades ago, Our house stood on the outskins, sur-
rounded by lush-green felds, and was considersd one of
the safest. But as thewater began rsing, panic set in. Many
villagers fled in search of safer ground, However, my grand.-
mother refused to leave. She said firmly, “1 would rather die
in my home than leave it" We felt helpless, yet her deter-
mination prompied us Lo stay.

‘That night, when everyone was asleep, foodwater entered
half of our one-acre house, As the water kept nging, our bearts
sunk deeper. We prayed endlessly. By dawn, the water began o
recede, but what it left behind was not just mud and stains. 1t
left seurs etched on our walls, our belong ngs and our memo-
ries, The foul smell lingered long aftes refusing to leave. Final-
Iy, wee hasel o chaodoe but to tear the house down and rebu i,

Rebulkling was not eagy. Ours was a jolnt family of four
generations and the recent expenses of o wedding had
already drained our resources. Everyone had ideas about
architecture, interiors and design. But as was the unspoken
rule, the final decision rested with the head of our family

- my Tauji, His verdict was simple: the house would be
rebullt traditionally, reusing as much material as possilile.
There would be no extravagance.

This decision caused ripples of dissatisfaction. The eld-
esthay in the family, deeply unhappy, left for the UK and
never returned. Many criticised Tawjt for being harsh, for
not listening to others. | too, in my childish understand-
ing, felt uneasy with his cholce.

One evening, sensing my unrest, he spoke 1o me gently, “"A
person shoukd not spend on a house to show off to sociely.
Money once spent 18 gone forever. I the Moods retuimn, will
wie rebulld again under debt? [ want o save enough so that
ifwe must fece Lhis again, we can stand tall without fear.”

At that time, I could not fully grasp his wisdom, Bul now
years later and with Tauji no more, those wards echo inmy
heartand mind. His foresight has become my guiding light.

Today, as Punjab again grapples with devastation, | feel
his advice is more relevant than ever. Families rebullding
their homes must be wise. This is not the time to be
drowned by soclelal pressures or the lemplation of show-
manship, A house s nota monument to display wealth
it i5 a shelter and a source of dignity.

Poet Nissim Exekiel wrote, “Home is where we have to
gather grace” Grace does not come from grandeur but
from resilience, dmplicity and the love that binds a family
within four walls, For the people of Purjab, rebul lding wise-
Iy today will ensire that tomorrow, even if nature tests us
again, our homes and our spirits will endure.

LETTERS TO

Politicising cricket
Apropos of 'Silence of an India-Pak hand-
shake’; the dedsion of the Indian cricket
team to refuse the customary handshake
with Pakistan at the Asia Cup matchin Dubai
smacks of hypoerigy. If the intention was o
register a protest against cross-border ten-
stons, the appropriate course would have
been not to play the match at all. Onee the
team chose to participate, avolding a gmple
gesture of sportsmanship seemed unneoes-
sary and gent confusing signale. A handsha ke
would not have diminished our national
stand; rather, it would have upheld the digni-
ty of the sport and reflected maturity even in
cll.l'ﬂull times. ‘l.'hu resalve should e
|

nol symbolic acts l.hnl sk bdm mulundn
stood, Respect on the feld does not mean
compromising firmness off 4,

BS KAKKAR, JALANDHAR

A symbol of appreciation
Apropos of ‘Silence of an Indis-Pak hand-
ghake'; players the world over do not med-
elle in politics or hold any kind of bias based
on race, religion, natlonality, ete on or off
the field. They exhibit exemplary courtesy
and possess a feeling of belongingness
towards the game. A victory is not every-
thing in sports. On the contrary, the win.
ning team or individual goes all out to
extend a hand of friendship and express
words of sdmiration for the opposing team
or player for having played well aza gesture
of goodwill. The BCCI should have bay-
eolted the game if the players harboured
bitterness against the rival team.

B SINGH, AMIRITEAR

Course correction to save hills

The government’s dedsion to review ceriain
moaed projects in Uttarakhand must mark the
beginning of a broader course correction in
the fragile Himalayan region. Unchedeed

road widening. tunnelling and deforestation
have destabilised slopes 1 s sl il

THE EDITOR

therefore not be an isolated exercise but the
start of a sustained commitment to balanoe
development wit h conservation.

WANDANA, CHANDIGARH

Facilitate religious
Apropos of ‘double standards’; in the
ardas, devotees pray to the benevolent
Gad to bestow unobstructed visits to Sri
Nunkana Sahib and other gurdwaras, So,
instead of blocking such visits, the Centre
should facilitate the Sikh jathas' visit Lo
Guru Nanak's birthplace and Kartarpur
Sahib, Relighous activities should not be
viewed through o political lens but
allowed keeping in view the sanctity of
the faith. Whatever obstruction there is
must be cleared ot the lest and such
vizits should be organized smoothly.
SUBHASH VAID, NEW DELHI

Selective security concerns
With reference to ‘Double standards’; the
denial of a visit of Sikh jathas o S
Nankana Sahib has hurt religious senti-
menis, Pilgrimage to Guru Nanak's birth-
place is not ledsure but o spiritual necessity
for millions of Skhs worldwide. Selective
application of “security concerns” while
allowing sporting events reflects double
standarcds. Faith must not be held hostage to
polities, The Centre should urgently permit
Sikh pilgrims and reopen the Kartarpur Cor-
ridor. The need of the hour is Lo respect sen-
timents of the Sikhs and Punjabis to send a
positive message of communal harmony.
PARVINDER SINGH, MO HALI

for all Wagf cases
Refer to ‘Balancing act’; when a govern-
ment makes laws without consensus and
discussions with stakeholders, the courts
have to intervene. The apex court has
maintained equilibrium between unrea-
soned religious aulonomy and abuse of
state regulation. There may be various dis-

risks and uwu\uhﬂl the Impact of extreme:
weather event s, Roads ane vital for connectiv-
iy, security and lvelthoods, but they must be
it with ecological sensitivity and scientific
planning The review of mad projects should

puted properties acquired by the Wagl
boards or illegally occupled properties but
the same yardstick cannot be used while
conshdering different cases. There is stll
time to talk and build consensus.

WG COR JS MINHAS [ RETD), MOHALL
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Punjab farmers need a cropir insurance cover

as their right. That is so
lecause they have no protec.
ton by way of insurance, The
meduced margins of profit
due to n massive increase in
the coat of cultivation dis
oourage farmers or farmers

55 CHAHAL
ENAVC, MAHARANA PRATAP
UNIVERSITY OF AGRICULTU RE
AND TECHNO LOGY, UDMPUR

HE recent wide-
spread and severe
devastation
caused by record-
breaking Noods in
Punjub has once again socen-
Luated the need for o compre-
hensive and sustal nable crop
Insurance (CI) cover to ade-
quately compensate for the
damage caused to the poor
peasmntry, which has suf
Fered multiphe losses under
challenging droumstances.

‘The kharfl crops in about
4.3 lak h acres that were near-
ing the ripening stage have
been badly affected. The
farmers had already borne
most of the input cost when
the floods struck and there
was no chance of sowing
them again,

“The Punjabgovernment has
announced an arbitrary com-
pensation ofRs 20,000 per acre
for those sulfering mone than
5 per cent loss. It ks, however,
yet to be clan fed whether the
limitof five acres is applicable,
s ws the case in HE3.

Every time, the announoe-
ment aof such compensations
Is projected as a favour
extenched to the furmers; not

ns  from  inde
pendently opting for oop
insurance, Thus, itis impera-
tive that the government
supports CL

In o bid to primarily sve
themselves from finandal
lability, the successive state
governments have neither
implemented the fagship
Prachan Mantri Fusal Bima
Whjauras { PMFBY) 2016 now for-
mmudated its own crop insur-
ance scheme for the state,
The PMFBY was rejected
because it assesses risk afler
wouping of imigated and
ruin-fed areas, which results
in higher premium and & o
the dissdvantage of the pre-
dominantly irrigoted erop-
ping areas in Punjob, Also,
the concition of incurting a
minimum of 40 per cent Joss
for indtinting a claim is on-
sidered o very high threshald
level  Further, the sum
insured is not based on the
ull vabhse of the crop; the lim-
itexd amount caleulated there
after turns out to be Wo mea-
re and unviable,

Taking a village as a unit
for making assessment
rather than an individual
insured field has also not
gone well with the stake
holders in Punjab, In addi-
tion, the high premium for
commercial and horticul-
tural crops was another rea-

LOSS: The kharll arops in about 4.3 lakh acres that were nearing ripening hove been badily affected, /i

#on for the unacceptability
of the Central scheme.
‘Thepresent Punjab govern-
ment hos fuded to ke any
decision on the implementa-
tion of the Central or its own
scheme, This despite dear
mcommendations by the
Agricultural Folicy Fomula-
tion Committes constituted
in 2023 to the state to bunch
s own fermer  friendly
scheme by generating a deds
cuted CT fund to support it.
Under the PMFBY
‘which covers risk from natu-
rul disasters during the entire
op cyche — the farmers pay
%ol the premium for kharif,
1.5% for rabil and 5% forannu-
al commercial and horticul
tural orops. The remaining
premium is paid by the Cen-
tral and state governments.
Inktially, it was made compul
sory for all farmers availing

Every time, such
compensation is
projected asa
favour extended o
the farmers; not as
their right. That is so
because they have
no protection by
way ofinsurance,

themselves of loans. But the
2020 amendments made it

pensation, which s usually
enbeulated by computing the
dlaim on the cultivation mst,
not the market rates.
Peniding  subsidies  from
states s the major reason cit-
ed ly the Centre for this
wotesque  situstion.  The
states that have opled out or
those that make delayed con-
tributions say that it isa huge
financial burden on them
due to high premium rates,
which many times excesd
one-fourth of the state's agri-
oulture budget of the year
The procedure of cop cut-
ting experiments (CCEx) for
asseasing crop loss has been
widely criticised for itsinher
el inacoumcies and unrelia-
bility. Even the operational
Buidelines mention that the
“disputes on quality of vield

upseale and introduce digital
interventions and artificial
intelligence techno kogie s

Integrating Al, GIS and
sated Bte-bosed tools like YES
TECH (Yield Estimation Sys-
tem Based on Technology)
and CROPIC (Collection of
RealTime  Observations
and Photo of Crops) can
replace unrelisble manual
ussessments, bringing
transparency, predsion and
timely claim seitlements,

The time-consuming man-
ual management of CCEs
should be replaced with Al
techniques to mllect data
quidkly for vield estimation.
It would also sobve the prob
lem of shortage of human
resources. Integration of Al
would alsoleverage the exist
ing technology, redudng
refiance on manual processes
und

optional, along with intmduc — data is o challenge in effec
g in e tve of the
the sum insured, defining o scheme.” [1is untrustworthy

timeline for the release of the
premium  and  mandating
multk-year contracts  with
insurers, Even then, the
sehemie has not g ined popu-
larity among farmers.

In 2016, as many as 27
states and UTs had imple
mented the scheme, This
number reduced to 21 in
202435, Thus, while 57
crove farmers were insured
in 2006-2017, thelr number
redhuced to 4, 19 croee in 2024
5, A similar shrinking trend
WS Seen in area coverage
under the scheme,

The disenchantment of the
participating furmers stems
from very low, frequently
delayed or neverpaid com-

us the CCE process is not
digitised or geo-coded and is
curried out without data and
photographie evidences.
Studies have highlighted
that the guidelines have not
been observed in letter amd
spirit and malpractices hap-
pen ot different  levels,
Huge numbers of CCEs are
needed W0 be carried out
within the limited harvest-
ing 1 requiring a large
mumber of trained and ded-
fcnted working hands; their
insufficiency breed mal
practices and inefMidency,
Thee sceurscy of loss assess-
ment is arudal for the sue
cess of any CI scheme, For
that, there is a nexl to

errors and,
ultimately, ensuring timely
and transparent claim setie
mens tothe farmers,

Some lessons emerge rom
the recent (loods. The
exdmemely inadegquate sup-
port extended to the flood-hit
frmers negates the state
Eovernment's notion of why
it should pay the subsidy
premium for any Cl scheme
when it can manage the sit-
uation through disburse
ment of msh or some com-
pensation as and when
required, The Moods present
itwith an opportunity to for-
mulate a viable and altroe
tive CI seheme, Punjab may
set an example by making it
prembam-free for small and
marginal farmers.

When university professors stop questlonmg power

SHELLEY WALIA
FORMER PROFESSOR, PANJAR
UNIVERSITY, CHANDIGARH

N the inceasingly
bureaucratised and polit-
ieullycompromised land-
seape of Indian acade-
mia, institutes of higher
learning present a telling
micwocosm, The  erstwhile
bastions of scholarly integrity
and eritical discourse have
given way to o cullure of
administrative opportunism,
wherein professors prioritise
careerist sdvanoement over
intellectual pursuits,

“This fetis hisation of power
has not only edipsed rigorous
scholarship and the praxis of
solidarity but also eroded the
normative foundations of the
acackemic professton

What ensuesisnot merely a
scramble for  institutional
prestige, but s betrayal of the
university's mison diéire as o
sanctuary of eritical inquiry
and moral scoountability,

‘The ideals of academia,
preclicated on the pursuit of
knowhedge and the cultiva
thon of dissenting voices, are
bseimg jonlly disman-

The professoriate of today
s lerggely absdseatind its enti-
aal respon sbllity to scrutintse
ower, contest injustice and
articulate unvarnished tuths,
regandless of their potential to
dhsrupt dominant nuratives.

Selfcensorship has, there-
fore, ememged a8 o strategic
mischandsm for profesdonal
survival, wherein scademics
refrain from bearing witness
aguinst hegemonic  power
structures,  aligning  with
resistance Movements oreon-
testing demooratic erodion,
This reticence ks not bom of
intellectual lscunse, but of &
fear that critique may imperil
one's ascension in the admin
istrative hierarchy.

Consequently, pubibe po-
nouncements arecieumspect,
scholurly  artiches  shom of
obemibcal fervour and few so-
hemics dare o ventue into the
Fraught temran of dissnt The
resultant slenoe constitutes a
bwtmyal of the professoriates
scrsmnet  rsponsibility o
intermogote power and charmpi-
o intellectual freedam,

Thisis what hulien Bendadiog:
o] nesdya comtury agh in his
archrmurk 1927 beanke, Thee Thc
s the Intedlectids Hewnrmed
that whin I algn

NO DISSENT: Today the irellectual has been largely domesticn ted, sasceer o

warning has become prophie
oy, with his words echolng with
st ing acuriey:

Edward Said in The Reith
Loctures, later puldished ®
Repmesenietions of the Intellec
tual, took Benelos thesis fur
thier, amguing that the true inted:
lectual 15 not & bureaucrad of
stateor instituion butan"ede
who mesists “co-optation” and
speaks from a position of mora
independence  and  oritical
Ireverenoe W authority, even il
lcunm ul o personal cost

The ot servile

themaches with the poiticel,
rutiorlist o inatitutiona ks
of their time, they oease 1o be
o of truth andd, instod,
become derksor Rinctionanies of

theel, yiekling to a culture of
calculated pll anel

Thedrvoomtion, onoe grounded

uneritical wvpuiescence o
dominant power structures.

i moral universality,
beoomes subordinate to amb-
tion and fear Today, Bendas

o institutions but holds up the
ichem of clissent with o voioe of
mordl indignation. "The inted
lectuml s roke ks to prosent alter
native narmtives” Sakd insst
. o challenge orthodoey 0
fuestion.”

And this includes the dbility
torond the subtesctof dominant
disoourses, o s through the

The resultant silence

constitutes ;
betrayal ofthe
professoriates
Sacrosanct
responsibility to
interrogate power
and champion
intellectual freedom.

suface of official naratives

seduction of consermus, bolkdng
mkance and Parlessly asking
wwhat ks left unsakd, whose inter-
ests are being sevved and what
Sormsol viokenos me being canme
aulliged by bngnage.

And what of thee university,
the site that is meant to house
these intellectuals, nurture
their courge and amplify
their  nonconformity?  As
Howard Zinn, mdical Amwri-
cun historian, argued, the uni-
wersity shoukd never be o sanc
tuary for conformity.

1t st be o spnee of whdin-
ing horizons, o place where
thinking moves beyord bor
chers, beyord the code of belief
and into the redm of mora
possihility. Zinn reminded us
Uhat b story itsed st b vt

wnd understnd the structures e “from below”, from the
of power and propegianda that  standpoint of the oppressed,
sustain them not the victors, Likewise, the
For Sadcl the public intelloct- — unbversity must be aligned not
al's rode is miversarial to ques-  with stale power or capital, bat
tion received dogma and o with the struggdhes e freedom,
mefuse the comifons of compli-  justios and truth,
moe. An whao Unler lably, lect

chooses silence in the fice of
imjustice, Sakl argues, beoomis
oomiplict in the very systems
they should be eritiquing,

Which brings us o Professor
MNoaan Chomsky, whose idea of
‘manufactuning consent” must
et Uhie it of iy intedlecty-
als ethical framework tocay.
Chomsky, in exposing the
michanisms by which state
and comporae power distort
public discourse, teaches us
that toacorpt dominant narae
tives at fce vabue is tsell o
Form of complicity.

T intedlectual must resist e

writing and research are nat
neutral scts, but interven-
tions in culiure, politics and
society aiming for liberation.
And i not, they risk becom-
ing handmaidens of the state.
Taday, however, the intellec
tual hes been lugdy domesti-
cuterd. We wholiveand breuthe
inthe academia, are witness to
this seminar gone sterle, the
Recture apolitionl, and the pub-
lic staternent absent.
Professors write in the lan-
mmp of bureaucrats, kecture

idealogical environment and
pubbsh like souiesoent mine
lons. The issies of our time
demand a different response
to the foundational questions
of freedom and justice,

Thus, pressing  questions
about the role of academia in
the contemporary moment,
arkse, How can we eonoeplu-
alise freedom in an ern
marked by pervasive survei
lanceand suthoritarian gover
nance? What forms of justice
un be envisoned in a sodety
froctured by communalism
and entrenched inecuality?
Where does the university
stand in relation to such glob
al crises as war, genocide and
ecologiaal collpee?

The ssseroes of 5 robiist eriti-
il voioe from the professonate
is notable. 1 the profsssoriate
Tk s o critiepuie power and chad-
lerge dorninant ickeologies, the
university risks betoming
indistinguishable  from  the
Very structures it purpoits b
oritiepie, Thisrakses funchmen
tal quiestions about the purpose
and funetion of higher aluca
thon in o democratic society,

The redamation of intellec
tual authority necessitates o
fundamental gestune of resisi.
ance, one that articulates o
principled refusal to scouissce
to the dominant loge that suly
omdinates intel lectual integrity
to ambition. This raquines o
aritical interrogation of the
quantification of knowledge,
which mduces education o
metrics and mnkings and a

J within the oo
straints of the overbearing

steadfust chefence
voices in the public sph-tv
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Beating tariffs
with exports

Prioritising tariff mitigation and preparing
for long-term economic growth s a
sensible strategy at a time of global churn

ntil US President Donald Trump announced

his reciprocal tariffs in April this year and

then went on to impose a massive additional

50% — itincludes an unfair 25% tariff on
account of India’s import of Russian erude oil even
though both China and Europe, bigger buyers of
Russian energy, do not face any such tariff — India's
policy focus was on export promotion. Exports were
listed as one of the 10 key arcas Nagged in the 2025
26 Union Budget which also announced an Export
Prometion Mission,

Things have changed drastically in the aftermath
of the tariffs imposed by the US, which is India’s
largest export market and accounts for one-fifth of
total merchandise exports. Any economic strategy
that wants to promote cxports has to first ensure
that exporters suffer minimal damage. To be sure,
India and the US have revived talks for a larger
trade deal, and the climate seems to have improved,
at least from carly September,

Itis in this context that HT's report about the
government planning to frontlosd a part of the
export promotion scheme announced in the budget
to cushion exporters hit by US tariffs is important.
W hile the details are still being worked out, this
newspaper hias reported that the programme will
include both fiscal and non-fiscal (credit-related)
measures, and a part of it could be targeted at
protecting exporting firms from falling into crisis
because of the immediate hit of the tariffs, Another
partof the scheme will focus on long-term trade
promation and filling wider policy gaps going
above and beyond simple mitigation from the US
tariffs. Prioritising mitigation and preparing for
long-term growth is indeed a sensible strategy at
this juncture.

The impact of US tariffs is likely to be broad-
based, and the affected parties could very well
involve more than one layer of producers. These
linkages must be kept in mind while designing and
providing the support package. Last but not least,
the ultimate relief could come not from fiscal or
monetary packages, but from striking a deal with
the US and expediting mutually benelicial trade
dieals with other important trading partners,

Gaza is burning, Israel
must put out the fire

srael has launched a ground assault on Gaza City,

calling the operation "Gagza is burning”, The irony is

not lost on the world. ineluding lsrael's western
allies, and may influence the deliberations when the
United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) meets in
New York carly nextwoeek: The UK, France, Australia,
Canada andothers are expected to recognise the
sovereignty of an independent Palestinian State, an
entity mostother world nations, including India,
already recognise. Tel Avivean smugly dismiss these
moves as inconsequential cven as the toll mountsin
Gaza. Close to 65,000 people have died since Lsrac]
Defence Forees launched a war following a terror
strike by Hamas (IDF) in October 2023, and famine
stalks the Palestinian homeland,

Tel Avivhas also dismissed a report by the UN's
Independent International Commission of Inguiry on
the Oceupied Palestinian Tervitory that called out
Israel’s actions in Gazaas “genocide”. Genocide is
defined in the 1948 comvention as the intent to destroy,
imwhole or in part, a national, ethnic, recial or religious
group. Last week, the UNGA overwhelmingly backed a
resolution (142 countries against 10 for a two-State
solution in West Asia. lsracli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu has repeatedly claimed that there will
never be a Palestinian 3tate, As ufnuw,[\lmnynhu's
confidence is well-founded, The UNGA resolution, the
UN commission's deseription of IDF's Gaza operations
as genocide, or the adverse rulings of the International
Court of Justice will remain ineffectual unless the UN
Security Council endorses them and calls for action.
That is unlikely because of the US veto; US secretary of
state Marco Rubio, who visited Tel Avivimmediately
after lsrac!'s strikes within Qutar, a US ally, said that
‘Washington backed Netanyahu's Gaza City offensive,
indicating a congruence of positions. However,
‘Washington should be advising Tel Aviv against
furthering the catastrophe in Gaea if it cares for lsrael.
The implications of the current war are likely to extend
bevond this phase and roil the region for decades, and
turn Isracl's own security precarious,

Big

growth dreams for

the country’s small cities

Not all urban pockets are
experiencing equally
rapid growth. A common
framework can hl’..]p
realise the “small cities
as growth hubs™ vision

rime Minister Narendra
Mock, ot o Niki Asyug geverrr
ing coundl meeting, urged
stabe governments (o B
an tier-2 aml 3 citves .u
engirses of sustaimbality and
grovith, He spake of the L.':banEIul—
Serge Funed (UCF) thatwill prosvide secel
maney. Are the smiall- and medism-
sized cities in India ready 1o embrace
such transfoematian? Mow can we

city ulations ran between

ﬂiﬂﬂ.as 54,560 Suehi pobicyshilt

raisis o pertinent questions, First do

we have a framewark foe dentifying

tier:2 and 3 cities with sgnificant
f ial? Secand, da weh

Medlium Tavms (UIDSSMT, 2005) ar
Atal Mesan for Repuvenation and
Utban Transfrmation (AMRLT, 2005)
are premised an infrastructun: devel-
apment calabysang eoonomic grawil

suitable operational model ta blster
the urbia ecanomic grvwth process far
making tier 2 and 3 wties India’s new
ot st Tier wise classefication
of cities is generally bused an popula-
ian size, whichis oa indicatar ol theis
growwth potential, Tier-] cities
are the kargest metrapolises
with a papelation of mare | l#
than five million, such as
Mumbai, Kolkata, Delh,
Chenem Bangalare. Hydera:

esvulustion of growth hubsand |J|ulen.

'I'becrl.lnll for identification of tier-2 and ¥ cities with growth patential

such as |ocal specificity,
skill sz, access jo m&mmumlngu
tics, imstitutional arrangements inchod-
ing organisatianal capacity, enabling
policey and regubivey corditioes tofos-
ter prwvate entrepreneurship,

lea emarammens, ofec-

tive planming, and resource
arugement The crieria o

I of her-2 amd 3

factors that spur

Prioe expenence has shown thatsitesof
econamic growth experience a spartin

HI AL

al prvateentreprencurshapand iveese-
msent patential along with the meentive

ciure,
including transpoet, |ogistics hubs,
waber anel elfluent ireatmend (al

it labour, kil pocd gvernanoe) T
SUppNE an integrated appeaach, all
infrastruciure develap-

outies with growth potential

spur, lise amdl sastain
grawihin our bier-2and Ycities? Here,
we suggest soene orientations for pal-
icy, toward achieving such a gaal,
The UCF, introduced m the FY 26
udge, alkacates ¥ bk orore over frve
years, vth TG0 crare set aside Far
thee current fiscal, t fund projects in
thires priarity areas Cities as growth
hubs, creative waler

ment programmis s well ns schemes
il the mindstry of housing and urban
alfairs need o b integrated with thase
wanaler the UCF 2025 and UDIF 2023 and
Eaillared b theneeds oftier-2and 3 cit-

and suitation. The Centre will finance
wp i 25% of bankable prajects, pro-
wided] it besmst 50% of the Ijllu.m:

froen bands, bank loars urpuhln: pri-
vate partnerships (PPPs) via the UCF,
mlulh:rmuunmmnmmlrmn

Institwiional arrangements for
growih; Both governmentard private
actars wouldbe imvahed in developing

b hubes, and miust think callec-
tively ta direst investments (o these
centres. The state governments may
assign management af the mulb-sec-
taral grawith hubs progamme o the
depariment ol industryand comimerte.

bad, Ahmedabad and Pune, Pushpa st take it acoou st muls-
Tier-2 cities have a populatian Pathak ple factors that spor and sus-
ofanetofive millon, such s tain growth.
ki Vadadars, A comman approach to

Amrvsar,  Bhubaneswar, ~Jamd e with h pobeniul.
Mysuru, among others, 3gr grovwth hubs programme
Mumerous ber-3oaties fall in st dnchade the fallewing
the populason range of considerations,
HHO,000 b 3 il v Gronweh-feub-speci| m&

Hawever, all tier-2and 3 ch k i One-stee-fits-al | st
cities are not experiencing AMPaKE  peghe rightapproach for sup-
equally rapid wrban growth,  Rajagopal  porting growih bubs. All the
They alsacn nat b il ———— citie= fulling ins the two braad
grovwth drivers, comditians of ategoriesan:
wrban infrastructure and services, ||kdv|n'brd|lknnﬂmm:nymp=:l>.

availabubaty of skilled workfaree, eco-
i growth histonies ce governance
anangementsta become growth hubs,
T‘hus. a framewark to idemtify tier-Land

or, llu-;u:ul.:l design o mulirlevel,

specificp

s types of Cities is necessry,
Shilting: The Naticaal Skill Develap-

mlﬂnqu.nmnhmu:.ug:liurxh]

suchas uummgcnmmmuuym

str i ot meed i be put in
lace, are pre-requisites for the grawth.
s pragramme,

Lexsans from Niii Aayag’s Growth
Huh Inifiative: In 2023, Niti Aayog
laruneched the Corovwith Hlubs Inbiabree in
partnership with state governmenis.
Four eities have been identifisd 2 pilos
— Mumbai, Varanasi, Surat and Visa-
khapatnam. It will be scaled up o 15
city-reginns The design and implemen-
tation of these growth hub pro-
gramimses can offer some msights fr
sbruchuring and nstituticnalisng the
programme foe der-2 and 3 cites.

Technical suppaort for irvestment
pusals Mm,-uﬂ’-z uﬁ:l:mx:i nuypnr:l—
have the capacity to farmulate their
ecunanic grawth praposals b aecess
Teaneds From UCF and the UDIE There-
fore, stale governments must aliocate
sueme funcls in their growth bubs pro-
gramames o enable these cities in get-
teng technical assistance far s pur-

chiel mingsier, aGrawil
Hub Develapment Autharity may be
&

action networks o build capacity.

governments. This in lingSmil preT— d as done in Surat, where  Such mesures can helpaperation-
partial public | th: near futur Ln the past,  nomdc groaps, including vocational  econamidc growth is ntegrated with  alise the vision o make ter-2 and 3 cit-
port many ter-Eand ter-3 cities, central schemes focusedonsmall and — capacity building programmes directed — wrban plansingand governance. jies i smw%mwmhm in away

{24 the Lirkan I | Suppartingpr hip:  thst proves frusithul and effective.
Infrastructure Development Fund  marily oninfrastrchure development — skilling, which must be designed to U pariunsty b

(LADFywath an imitial corpers of 20000
crone for bee-2 and 3 citics (o becoms
regional ecanomic bubs, It covers] 451
tier-2 cifies anel 590 tier-3 cities, with

and hassic services; Insegrates] Develop
ment Scheme for Small and Medim

meet specific skilling requirements af
labour markets i bier-2 and 3 sities
i

Towns (175-, Ur
Developreent Scheme for Small and

Acress to infrastracture-lgistics

sapport the government seffons dis-
tribute ceanamic grawth driven by
markets and private capital Therefoee,
atharough assessment of the exissence

Fuishp Pathal s senisr ot (ellsw
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India-Russia ties and
the heft of its history

e al the striking developments of
the turbulence unleashed in the
last six manths, has been the revi-
talisation af the Indlia-Russian rela-

ticmehip. S President Donald Trump is not

respansibde far all of it bat he has certainly
playeda beading rale in bringing this an.

Inglia-Fussia relations have been fairly
even in the past decade, and India did not
allow its disquiet over the Russia-Ukraine
war taaffect the relationship, But now, the
chill in India-U1S ties is generating a degree
al warmth imaur time-tested Russan rela-
tonship becowse the US coolness arises
from Washingion's efforts to dent India-
Russin ties,

Befare Prime Minister Naremdra Modi
rode with President ¥iadimir Putin at the
Shanghai Cooperation Organisa-
tion {SCOY, national security
addviser Ajit Doval and external
affairs minister 5 Jaishankar
visited Moscaw om separate peca-
stons in August, Their primary
‘midsstan wus b set the stage for the
Fird India-Russia annual summit

Mew Delhi later this year — the
first time since 3021,

All this had nothing to do with
the U5, But it comewded with a semewhai
ham-handed Trump effart te organise a
censelive and prace deal between Russia
ane Ukraine, Du.;ule bending aver back-
wards to please President Putin, the US
Tailed to work outa deal In a bid to pres-
sure Moscow, the US argeted Indian pur-
chase of Russion oil,

0 lake, White House irade adviser Peter
Mavarro has abmost daily made wikl aocusa-
tans against India, including Runding the
Russian campaign in Ukraine. And then
there are the 25% tariffs oo Indian exparts
to the US as “penalty” for buying Russian
ail

it ool ties with thie US and Eur

Ieubia dlicl nit join them in condemning the
Russian invasion of Ukraine. Besides a long
list of 10U s we owed the Russians, India was
concerned that the Sino-Russian relation-
ship, cemented by the Ukraine war, would
be detrimental to pur interests, Though
India hias been o major imparter of Russan
‘military equipment, its civil trade has been
historically anaemic, just about $5-12 billian
perannum in the years befare the Ukraine
War.

Since 20F2. seeing oppartunity in buying
a1 discounted prices, India has mereased its
ail impsarts from Russia; this saw bilateral
trade rise bo $68 belliom in 2024, Tndian pur-
chases were within the price-cap estabe
lishesl by the western countries and were
seen by them as serving the uselul function
al keeping global cil prices bkaw,

Naw, despite the heat [rom the Trump
administration. India has sent its own sig-
nal by continuing purchases, buying some
iwoy million barrels per day [bpd] in August
up from L6 millicn bpel in July, Signifi-
cauntly, Indlia has et it be known thai Rus-
sian defence equipment playeda seellar role
i the four-day conflict with Pakisian in
May.

Dedence has played a major role in the
India-Russialerstwhile Soviet Unian friend-
ahip. The Russmns let us manafacture their

Manoj
for which Putin plans ta travel 1 loshi

froatline Mig-20in the 19605, they were alsa
the first to supply us conventional subma-
rines Both these items were dends] o us by
o tradifional western supplier at the time,
the UK. With the help af Soviet “friendship
prices”, India was able to field a large and
wedl rounded military with modern anks,
artillery guns, warships, fighter aircraft and
ihe like, For example. the madern Kilo class
submarine they sald ko us far the equivalent
of T20 crore in the early 1980s, cast [ran
$H00 million 10 vears aler.

In the 1980, they agreed tolet us manu-
Facture their frantline S-27 fighters and
T-80 tanks, More impartant was the Brah-
Mas project for the redevelapment of their
Oniks supersanic air, land, and sca-
launched massile, Later, inthe 20205, India
became the second country in the
world to receive their highly capa-
bl S~400 surface-torair missile sys-
tem,

The making of the Arihant
nuclear propelled submarine was
perhiaps the most impertant Rus-
sian assistance, Not only did the
Fussians help us with the nof
the hull, thﬂl:qlh: nu:l:‘:f‘gmn:-
tar to power it They alse leased us
anuclear submarine s as 1o bet us
bearn how o handle one.

In recent years, the Russians have got
mka joint venkbures to mansfacture products
like AK-407 assault rifles ane spare parts.
There s talk of the BrahMos being upgraded
& 0 longer-range missile, based on the Zir-
con Russian spstem, ane India acquiring the
S-504, Indlia is keen to mnke muclzar attack
submarines and it is quite possible that it
well ance again cepend oa Russian “consli-
ancy”,

The weakness af commserdial ties has pre-
wented the relationship from reaching iis
full petential, This is evident From two bang-
range projects — the International North
Sauth Transportation Corridor {INSTC) ta
link western Indian poris with Hussa and
northern Eurape thraugh lran. The second
s the Vladivostok-Clennai maritine corri-
dar o link the energy-rich Russian far east
with Inclia

The European bockads of Russia has
Fimally h:ﬁunln sk it to develop its rela-
tians with the Global South, and India is
seen asa bridge here, Russia has begun pat-
ting money to complete the INSTC and is
already using the sastern arm of the carri-
dor to promate trade with Central Asia.

Since the 1850s, relations between big
powers — the US, Russia, China —and India
harve seen many permautations and combina-
tioms, But there is oaly are relaticnship that
has been comstant — between India and
Russia.

Al through, Moscow has backed India st

J1 saiints i our geopolitical history — the

mir dispute, the war with China. the
I]:nﬁ]uhsh wiar, Kargil, and car war against
terrarism. Russian policy has been i umre-
servedly back India in its most crucial
region, South Asia, Clearly vur ledger of
mnternational relatians is weighted heavily
on the side of Russia.
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24, despide global Further,
Indiia will be driving 20% of the world's cco-
nonsie growth in the next decde, Sustaining
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aniies Tar self

development is crucial 1o breaking this cycle
and fustering their sexio-ecancenic progress.
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Between profit and promise

With roots insocialism and a stalke in capitalism, India's
economic future lies in pragmatic reinvention

THAROORTHINK
BY SHASHI THAROOR

A RECENT GALLUP poll in the United States
revealed astriking shift: Only 54 per centof
Americans now express a positive view of
capitalism, the kewest since the survey be-
gan. Meanwhile, support for socialism has
crept ulllwalﬂ. particularly among yourgger
woters, The "poster child” for this change is
the front-runner for Mayor of New York,
Zohran Mamdani, a sell-proclaimed
Democratic Soclalist who swept the
Democratic primary and speaks for immi-
grant communities and the under-class in
that teeming city, The partisan divide |s pre-
dictable — Republicans largely favour capi-
talism, Democrats are more open to soclal-
Ism — but the deeper story is ane of
gmmln:nal :Im:mlrn: Fi :ur |11a|1y ymum
like

signed kwl.lu-lwh.null.herrw not the many,
Thiks debate, though roated in American
-nncmlmfmlmlla.
capitalism” and “social
sm" carry thelr own historical baggage. For
decades. India’s economic identity was
shaped by Nehruvian sacialism, a model that
sought to combine democratic governance
with state-led development. Public sector
undertakings, planned economies, and a
cautious approach o lorelgn investment de-
fined the early decades of independence. The
oal was not idealogical purity, but national
sell-relance and soclal equity.
e, by the early 19905, the cracks were
visible. Bureaucratic mrﬂulrmy. fiscal

start-up culture,

This blend is not accldental. It reflects a
pragmatic recagnition that neither extreme
= undettered capitalism nor dectrinaire so-
challsm — can meet the needs of a diverse,
populous, and aspirational society. The
Indian state, like its American counterpart,
has long soclalised certain public goods —
education, healtheare, food security — ot

out of ideological commitment, but out of

necessity, The goal Is not to abolish markets,
buit to temper them with compassion.

Still the dissatisfaction s real. When young
people in Nokla or New York question capi-
tabisrm, they are not necessarily calling for col-
Imlvlml larms or iwr.- <year plans, They are

deficits, and aba I nrlala

ralise its"|

eusta Raj”. 11-1- lﬂﬂl reforms ushered in a
new era of market-driven growth, foreign
investment, and private enterprise,
Caplealism, ence viewed with suspicion, be-
came the engine of India’s economic resur-
gence, The middle class expanded, technol -
ogy boomed, and India began to stake its
elairm an the global stage.

Bt as in the Linived States, the sheen of
capitalism has begun to dull for many
Indians, Rising inequality, jobless growth,
and the concentration of wealth in a hand-
ful of corporate houses have sparked unease,
The prosmise of liberalisation was prosperity
fior all: the reality, for many, has been pre-

1, Fow Fairness, for dignity,
N:.\ayuemllmmmml leave them behind.
i thiey ke soclalisim, they olten mean
a society where basic needs are met without
anxiety, where opportunity is not hoarded,
and where profit does not eclipse people.
This yearning is not new. The wellare
states of post-war Europe were built not just
to rebaild economies, bt o rebuild trust.

The Mational Health Service in Britain, for

instance, was founded on the belief that
healtheare should not be a commaodity.
Aneurin Bevan, its architect, argued that a
capitalist society must socialise certain sery-
lees to remain moral. In India, similar im-
pulses shaped our early commitment to
public education, rural development, and

carity. Farmers protest against

control of agriculture. Gigworkers demand
basie protections, Youth lace unemploy-
ment despite degrees. The system, they feed,
ks rigged infavour of the wealthy,

And yet, as in the American debate, the
terms themselves — capitalism and social-
ksm — often obscure more than they reve
Indlia today is nedther a pure capitalist econ-
oy norasocialist one. It s a bybeid, a messy
amalgam of market forces and state inter-
wention, We have private hospitals and pub-
lic health schemes, multinational corpora-
tions and subsidised food grains, billionaires
and welfare programmes. The Mahatma
Gandhi MNational Rural Employment
Guarantee Act [MGNREGA), ane of the
worldl's largest social security initiatives, co-
exists with stock market exuberance and

5 "Ill.umcd is the vocabulary.

hat
Taday's debates are less about idealogy and

more about outcomes, Does the system de-
liwer? Does it protect the valne rabsle? Does it
reward effort without punishing misfor-
tune? These are questions that transcend la-
bels, And they are questions that India must
confront as It charts its path forward,

The current framing of capitalism versus
socialism is historically myopic. When the
right warns that soclalism leads to dictator-
ship, pointing to Venezuela or Stalinist
Russia, they collapse a wide speetrum into
Its most extreme endpoint. When the left
condemns capitalism as inherently exploita-
tive, they everlook the ways inwhich mod-
ern economies have already absorbed so-
clalist principles — through salety nets,

Still, the dissatisfaction is
real When young people in
Noida or New York question
capitalism, they are not
sealling for
collectivised farms or fives
year plans, They are
expressing a yearning for
fairness, for dignity, fora
system that does not leave
them behind, When they
invioke socialisny, they often
mean a society where basic
needs are met without
anxiety, where opportunity is
not hoarded, and where profit
daows ot eclipse people,

Carving out safety

Cinema can highlight single women's experiences in cities, broaden conversation

© K Sastummar

regulation, and redistribution,

In Insclia, the debate (s further eompli-
cated by cultural and political factors, Our
economic discourse s often entangled with
identity politics, reghonal aspirations, and
historical grievances. The idea of “social jus-
thee” caries different meanings indifferent
states, The robe of caste, community, and re-
ljghom i shapdng economie opportunity can-
nat be ignored, Nor can the legacy of colo-
nlalism, which left deep scars on our
institutional fabric.

And yet, there is something hopeful in the
wvery lact of this debate, It reflects a refusal to
acoept the status quo. It signals that peaple
believe society can be better, that the econ-
amy can serve more than just sharcholders,
and that construsctive change is possible, The
rragie of the maret will not appeal to thase
who cannot alford to enter the marketplace,
They kenow what it feels like to be excluded,
andd they know what It means to dream.

Inthe end, the labels matter less than the
lived experience. Most societies today are
hybrids — capitalist in structure, soclalist in
spirit. The challenge s not 1o choose ane
over the other, but to design systems that
balance efficiency with cmp.\l hy, Inn:-m
tion with India
and pragmatism, is unicuely pmnl:mrd to
lead this conversation,

Aswe move forward, let us embrace the
maoral complexity of our economic cholees,
Let us resist the allure of purity and instead
strive for balance, Let us recognise that dis-
satisfaction lsnot a threat — itisa sign of en-
gagement. And let us remember that the
goal is not o win an ideclogical battle, bt to
build a society where fewer people fall
through the eracks.

In that spirit, the debate between capi-
talism and soclalism is not a binary - it a
continuum. And India, like the rest of the
world, must find its place along that spec-
trum, guided not by dogma, but by the lved
realities of its people,

Tharoor, fourth-term MP{ Lok Sabha),

5 the Sahitya Akacdemi Award-winiming
auithior af 27 books, includisg The Battle of
Belonging: On Patriatism, Matienalism
and What it Means to be Indian

SHIKHA MAKAN

RECENTLY, TWOINDIAN films, both directed
by women, captured the attention of global
audiences — AN We imagine as Light by Payal
Kapadia and Songs of Forgatten Trees by
Anuparna Rey. Both flms centre the lives of
single women in Mumbal. That they res-
anated so widely is telling. Stories about
wormen [ving unattached, outside the tradi-
tional structures of marriage and family, are
Tinally finding their place on the widd stage.

Forwomen filmmakers, this recognition
is deeply rooted in the experience of exclu-
sion, invisibility, and discriimination, espe-
clally as a migrant in a city. When | first
moved o Mumbal a decade and a half ago as
a single woman, | had littke ichea that some-
thing as erdinary as howse hunting would
become one of the defining struggles of my
life, Landlords’ suspicions, intrusive ques-
tions, and outright refusals weren't just lo-
gistical hurdles — they were humillating re-
mindersol how urban India polices women
wha dare to live alone, That personal ordeal
eventually became the subject of my docu-
mentary Bachelor Girls { 2016), echeing the
voices of countless women navigating the
same battle.

Privacy is never truly private. Single
wormen are often stalled, watched, and
moted, Their movements become commu-
mal property — what time they return, who
they meet, where they go. A woman who

earns her salary, pays her rent, ane buys her
groceries should be insulated From society's
intrusions. In practice, the reverse often hap-
pens, Nelghbours, landlords, colleagues, and
even strangers feel entitled o ask: "Why is
she alone? Whavisits her flat? Wiy does she
return late at night 7 Afriend once confessed
that she kept a padr of men's slippers by her
Tront doos, simply to ward off workers and
delivery men from assuming she lived alone,
Even the act of calling a plumber or carpen-
ter ean feel unsafe, Another friend talked
about being blamed by the housing society
Tor her hairclogging the drainage pipes. The
urhan woman may be ru:lmnm.\lly au-
hut her social stancing i
Jeet 1o constant aucdie.

Given the scrutiny, many independent
women develop a survival strategy: Stay un-
seen, not conlrontational; blend in, don't
stand out: minimise exposure.

Perhaps the outsiders — migrant women
who arrive in India’s metro cities like
Mumbai, to build their lives from scratch —

stories, unburdened by the “male gaze" —
ane-upmanship, competition, or violence =
are resonating more strongly with audiences.

Amid these expressions, how much
ageney do wornen truly possess? Cities are
dotted with se-called "sale zones” — pink
Tugses, Wormen-only comparments, wormen-
driven cabis — that are meant to protect. But,
in fact, they reinforce a more troubling idea:
That the public sphere belongs to men, ancd
that wamen must carve out their safety in
cordoned spaces.

The 2020-21 Periodic Labour Force Sunvey
revealed that nearly 479 per cent of Indian
women were classified as migrants, com-
pared tojust 10.7 percent of men, But scratch
beneath the surface, and one discovers the
uncomiortable truth: Over 87 per cent of
‘women reported marrage as the reason for
migration, while only about 1.9 per cent
moved foremployment or higher studies,

In an era of economic growth and dizzy-
Imclniuu:l:mhdlt.h-luf.l.hmlurtm ralse

unbecoming of those whoar

S

WHAT THE OTHERS SAY

“The interim government, inherently weak as it is, canneot provide the long-tem
stability needed to tackle these challenges. Public confidence in governance in

eviddent in rising social unrest.”

Al seeims guibte low. The cost ot a delayed demaocratic .

tion has also been
= THEDAILY STAR, BANGLADESH

When a poct
is cancelled

West Bengal Urdu Academy should
have engaged with Javed Akhtar,
not closed itself off

MNAJEER JUNG

THE WEST BENCAL Urdu Academy has
postponed, perhaps cancelled, a liverary
event that was to be attended by the Urdu
wiriter and poet Javed Akhtar. Newspapers
reported that the event was shelved after
pressure from a section of Muslims whao
objected to Akhtar's past remarks, This
mindless cancellation is particularly dis-
heartening since it comes from Kolkata, a
city with a long, proud tradition of argu-
et and art,

Alchtar's personal views onreligion are
well known, but they have nothing to do
with Urdu as a language. Te link them 1o
Islam or Muslims is a continuing folly pro-
mated by right-wing interests that belicve
that Urdu's promotion in somse way ks pro-
mieting lslamie culiure and ks a continea-
tion ed the pelicy of Muslim appeasement
that such groups believe -

rarian writers, to keep the doors open to
fight the so-called “leaders™ who assume
that role in view of the paucity of sane
wodces, The community is not a monolith -
= itincludes the deveout, the douliting re-
Farmists ane the traditionalists; the Urdu
wallahs and tech professionals and
women's ights activists; left-orented his-
vorians and intellectuals. They are all part
of a magnificent collage that |s struggling
today because of its own contradictions,
They face an unassailabile government that
seems committed to majoritaran domi-
nance, Therefore, when an academy
Funcled by a secular state acts as il only one
theological reading confers the right e
share astage, it reduces Urdu's cosmoped-
itan souland makes the tent smaller for
the community.
Protecting free speech can leel uncom-
fortable when such speech offends, But
evier then, there is a pragmatic case for
hosting contentiow voices, Javed Akhtar's
presence at the Kolkata festival would give
people an opportunity to question him
with vigour, A firm ground would have
been set for fair, uninterrupted, tough
guestions, and he would have anopportu-
nity to reply to crities and thealogians
point by point. Instead, now we have an

d Indla hawe

anel misgivi
aboas

dependence. Therelore, the signal In:m a
publicly funded body is chilling for cura-
tors, artists, poets, wiiters, public menand
women, [tis atacit remineder of such
groups protesting the writer Taslima
Masreen, participating in events in India,
or, far worse, Hindu right-wing groups
forcing M F Husain into exile. In this case,
however, the loss is greater for Muslims
who need greater civic and intellectual
presence in the mainstream, not less, The
commmunity or those who stand by it can-
nat be left to constantly fght rear-guard
aetions agalnst aell-ln.ﬂr;ml CITOTS,

The Kolkata eplsoce comes againat the
backdrop of some individuals, Muslim
clerles, reaching out to the Hindu commu-
nity, and the BS5 Chief coming forward to
meet these groups. The latter's speeches
at a three-day conclave in New Delhi re-
centhy dealt significanthy with moing lor-
ward on Hindu-Muslim  relations.
Hewever, his answer to one of the ques-
tions n the QdA that followed -- that RSS
members were free to follow their own
wish when it came to act on the two dis-
puted mosgues at Kashi and Mathura dis-
appointed many. in et eausing much
:nns:mmh:n _amang Muslims.

much- :Iauulbedn'lal lons »Iau:l.\ltw.wl
significantdy different I«:mhc philosophy

Sangh ideol the
rual W0 decades,

Tha tirme is niggh for Muslims tocorrect
established opinkens on the community.
They must fight the impression that the
community Is conservative, parochial and
lacks education, political and moral kead-
ership, Today, there is no single volce from
the community in India that Muslims will
listen to, Therefone, the onus s on a collec-
tive group to keep speaking, keep writing.
The way forward |5 to keep its own con-

tt palnting it

wiith the same tainted brush as before, It
bears repeating here that maost of the pow-
erful defences of Muslims' constitutional
rigghits hanve come from a lirge liberal Hindu
community, which is alse embarrassed at
such pointless and reckless actions, If mod-
erate Hindus are to keep speaking up
against discrimination, then Muslims
must furnish them with adequate ballast
o rabusthy defend their community,

The immediate Ballout of this incident
is an embarrassment for Mustins in India,
Muslims in West Bengal and for the gov-
ernment of West Bengal that let this ﬁ.ln-
pen. This was a time when there was
space - however contested - for national
cultural power centres, Bhagwat's inter-
actions with clerics and scholars may or
may not bear fruit, and scepticism is rea-
sonable, But engaging with those spaces,
armed with data, case studies, and the
moral authority of a community that per-
mits debates within and without, ghves re-
formers leverage. Stepping away from
such engagement while simult ane usky
gz cultural particip within is
adouble mistake.

Here | am reminded of 4 eouplet from
Javed Akhtar's father, the late Jan Nisar
Abkhvtar: “Apree tereek makaane se 1o bashar
ke ztndegt shama lve dar pe khadl hai
Yoo (Peep out of your dark homes| life
stands with a lamp at your door ),

The chobce before Muslims is stark.
Oppose obscurantism, resist nonsensical
diktats and walk the path of modernity,
Or, as George Santayana said: Those who
cannot remember the past are con-
demned to repeat it

Thhe writer is former vice chancellos,
Jermiar Millia felomin, former Lt Governor,
Dellsi, and currently chatrma,
Advanced Sty Institute of Asia

RESPECT NATURE

SRS TO the editorial, Heed the
prernber 171 The Punjab and
Himachal floods have abreacly caused se-
were devastation to humans and wildlile
alike, and now the fash floods at
Diehradun have only sdded insult o the
crisis, Reckless deforestation, population
explosion, rapld url:.mull:un and poor
[ laws are all account-

main the family's caregivers,

Waormnen whe do migrate for jobs often
describe living with an invisible !
: aharino

able fow climate change and the concomi=
tant calamities. These incidents must
slmu-:lu' conscience of the people .md

rehearsing excuses to placate intrusive land-
lords, The question kst whether a woman
can support hersell, but whether society b
reacly o accept her decisbons and self-sufli-
clency. On social media, women — and in-
creasingly men — are raging against patriar-
chal noems, erafting bold new narratives of
independence, But beyond the clectric pulse
of Inatagram reels, has the scruting of offline
lide really loosened lts grip?

Sevenyears alter Bachefor Ginks, being sin-
e may na bongger be an anomaly — but the
perceptions around it have barely shifted. ")
would still choose Mumbai over amywhere
else,” youolten hear women say, As women

he s and are
w0 nr: their acts together, IWIlutwllil
narture | akdn o playing with fre.
Aanya Singhal, halda

THIS REFERS TO the editorial, Heed the
hills' { IE, September 17). The recent
fleods in Deheadun weren't just anatu-
ral disaster, they were a human one,
Families waded throu, Wikt ~deep wa-

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

TRADE & SOVEREIGNTY
TO the editorial, 'Ease of
September 17), While the dis-
uml:m quhlls:hl llw importance of

certal
LIS demands rise concerns for India's
econamic sovereignty. The US has urged
ndia o reduce its imports of Russian oil
and open sensitive sectors such as agri-
culture and dalry Trade partnerships
st indieed grow, but they should not
come at the cost of India’s strategic and
economic independence. Ahalanced ap-
peosuch where Inelia protects its coee in-
terests while engaging constructively

with global partners is needed.

Aarchi Verma, fajpura

CULTURAL EXCHANGE

THIS REFERS TO the article, 'A different
ballgame’ (IE, September 16 The
|'.I|l.'.||=.l|ll attack has understandably

ter, heritage sites like T: tem-
m«.'al.m:dam:nm:rd..uulllw Maldevia
bridge crumbled like a forgotten prom-
ise, Locals shared food with strangers,
rescued pets, and clung to hope while
walting lor hrl|: I!ul. hope alone Bn't a

creators bring their intimate relations|

with the city to the sereen, cinema may
broaden hoth the experience and the con-
versation. Yet |.I|¢.-|:.|| racloe rerains: Cana ity

are ahl I the hidden
its cosmopelitan charade. They see the Ils-
sures, the blind spots and the dualities,
throweing light on subtle but exhausting ne-
gotiations women make every day: The
struggle for privacy, for dignity, for the right

fer the b homes, or
are they si nmﬂy more risk-averse when it
cornes to shifting bases? Or is it that the risks
of survival in a new city — safety, housing.
loneliness — ultimately outwedgh the prom-
Ise of :n|:|::nmuul.y’ Mi gl.uumin:l woark, alter

simply to exist in public and pri spaces,

It Is therefore no surprise that such nuanced

Ak, ks ram

Im.\q:nrn Instead, ftcan be judged as sellish,

that promises fi verdeliver it uncon-
dlll:mlly?lw even as women in urban India
live more incependent lives thanthelrmath-
ers ever imagined, they remain tethered to
agaze they may never fully escape.

Makan is a filmmaker and
writer based in Murmibat

epaperindianexpresscom BEEE BB

strategy, Unch fon, poor

now visibleon the
n.rulu-l field, et, in these difficult times,
e st ask: Should cultural exchange
between India and Pakdstan continee?
Despite political divides, our shared her-
age, music, language, and art rermakn a
poweriul beldge. Cult ul.\l l‘ll.lll!.ll.!l‘ N:n-

:Ir.una.u'. and missing early 5
turned ach Iy atior

s emp o

ove it tothose alfected to demand bet-
ter strongerinfrastructure, transparent
planning. and real accountability Let this
ot be anather headline we scroll past.
Letit Isel.l\cnmmenl we choose tocare,

human-
iny.Suspending such exct .
fer momentary relied, but long-term
peace demands connection, not isola-
tion. Let us not alkow violence to silence
thevoboes of peace, Cultural exchange is
nok s resilience,

act,
Isha Gogla, Ludhfana

lea Kataria, Chandigarty
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ff architect, now in US Fed

Stephen Miran: Trump tari

HARISH DAMODARAN
MEWY DELHI, SEPTEMBER 17

3TEPHEN MIRAN, ane of President Donakd
Trump'stopeconomic advisers, wis swom in
as a governor of the US Federal Reserve on
Tuesday. He tswiclely seen as akey architect of
Trumyr's poldicy of using tariils as a strategic
tool fior [orcing other countries to open their
markets toAmencanexports, and also toserve
the United States’ geopolitical
and national security interests,

The 42-year-old PhD in
economics from Harvaed
University was the head of
Truimp's Counell of Economic Advisers, be-
fore taking olfice as one of the seven gover-
nors of the LS central bank, which includes
its chairman, Jerome Powell,

Advocate for imposing tariffs

It is a d4l-page ‘User's Guide to
Restructuring the Global Trading System’
which he wrote in November 2024, while
working as a sendor strategist at the ghobal

EXPLAINED

GLOBAL

Envestment management firm, Hudson Bay
Capital = that made the world really take
notice of Miran,

The essay forcefully argued in favour of
the US imposing sweeping tanfs not only o
help preserve its edge in high-value-added
manufacturing and prevent further off-
shoring of such incustries, but also to
crease negotiating leverage” for securing
trade concessions, This was premised on
the notion that acoess to the US market “is
a privilege that must be
earned, not a Fight”,

The extension of such “priv-
ilege" was, I tuim, conditional
Lpan countrles satislying oer-
Eain critieria that were both trade and national
security-related. Among the onesthat Miran
bdentified were:

W Dicl the country Inguestion apply sim-
Hlar tardif rates to fs imports from the LIS as
the latter did to its imports from the former?

W Dict it have a history of artificially weak-
ening s currency through the acoumulation
of excessive foreign exchange reserves?

W Dicl it respect the intellectual property

FEWAT+] SCIENCE |

HOWSCIENTISTS FOUND AN ANT
WHICHGIVESBIRTHTO TWO SPECIES

ITI5 assumed that when a living organ-
ismgives birth toachild, it will belong to
the same species s the parent of parents.
Howvever, researchers have now found a
species of ants that has turned this bio-
lesgieal Fact o its bead, The queens of the
Mediterranean harvester ant species,
Messar ibericus, ean produce male off-
springed a different species, Messor strie-
for, according ko a new study,

The research was published in the
Jousrnal Natare earlier this month, It was
carried out by ateamed international
entists based at different institures in

France, taly, Bulgaria, and Austria

Jenathan Romiguier, a biologist atthe
University of Montpedlier in France and a
co-auther of the paper, told CNN, "We had
a strong suspicion that something was
wiery unusual about this species, but tobe
homest, we were far from imagining just
how unusual it really was."

The suspicion

In harvester ant colonles, female
gueens give birth o offspring and male
drones provide the sperm, The sterile fe-
male workers are res ponsible for nest
huilding, child care, among other things
Rormiguier and his colleagues were sur-
prised when they found all the Messor iber-
feaes whorkers were hybeid, with about hall
ool thiedr DINA matching Messarstnicios

Susch a hylridisation is not unknewn
among ant species. Several ant queens
rrate with malbes of other species to pro-
cluce hybrid workers. But in the case of
Messaribericus, the scientists realised that
thielr cobonles were laund in mary areas
I the Meditervanean where there ane ivo
Messor structor colonies. 5o, how are
Messar ibericus queens lnding Messar
structormabes toprocuce bybrid workers?

The investigation

T firdd the answer, Romdgsier and his
colleagues collected DNA samples of
Messor hericus colonies, They found that
there were numerous Messor strictar

Messor ibevicus queens can give

birth to two different spe

drones living in these colondes. Further ex-
amination showed that these drones had
rmitachonedrial DA From Messor ilerics.
As this type of DNA s only maternally in-
heratec, it meant that the mother of Messor
structor mabes was a Messor ibericus queen,

Thescientists then isalated Missor iber-
ity cuaeens ancl analysed the egs laid by
them, They found that about 106 of the
g wereentively Mesorstanctar, The sci-
entists say this is like a “human having
chimphabies".

The process

Scientists sugyrest that Messor thericus
fueens are giving birth to two different
species by cloning the Messor structor
rriabes” genetic raterial Froms perm stored
in a specialised organ called a speemath-
cca. The resulting egis do not consist of
Ieszar ibericus DMA, except for the mite-
chind il DNA, whilch Is absent in sperin

“By procucing two species of males,
the queen ensures that her daughiers
that become queens themselves can
mate with males of both specles, They
use Messor ibericas sperm to make new
gueens, while Messar structor sperim is
useed to procuce hybrid workers and new.
Messor structor malkes,” according to.a re-
ot by Mew Scientist. ENS
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Stephen Miran during a hearing before
Senate Banking Committee. e Ny7

rights of US firma?

B D i sicde with China, Russia and Iran
inkey international dispuies, inchuding at the
United Nations?

W Did it trace with sanctioned entities or
Twelp such entities evade sanctions?

Dl it help China evade tanffs via re-ex-
ot

W Didd it support or oppose LS security ef-
forts invariouis theatres?

AMRITAMAYAK DUTTA
MEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 17

WITH THE procurement of a range of ad-
vanced air defence (AD) radars, the Indian
Army has begun the process of plugging gaps
in fts alr defence network along the north-
erm and westem borders,

This comes four months after Operation
Sindoor, during which hundreds of Pakistani
Unmanned Aerial Viehicles( LAVS jwere able
o breach Indian airspace,

Thie Army has sought to procure up to45
Lowv Lewel Light Weight Raclars {Enhanced),
up to 48 Alr Defence Fire Control Radar-
Drone Detectors (ADFCR-DIY), and 10 Low
Level Light Weight Radars [ Im proved ).

These AD radars can detect, track, and en-
gage acrial objects with small radar cross-
sections (RCS), like the Pakistani drones
whichinfiltrated Indian airspace in May,

How radars work
Radar is the acronym for Riulio Detection
And Ranging Itis aspecialised electonic sys-
terr that uses rackio waves todetermine the di-
rection, distance, anc velogity of target olyects,
AD rackars are wsed by the military 1o search,
detect, identify, and help destroy aerial threats,
In simple terms, a radar comprises two
Basie components: a transmitter which
sends ot padio stgnals, and a recener wiibch
colleets ary peflected signals from a target,
The anggular direction of a target |s deter-
mined based on the direction from which
the reflected signals are recetved: the meas-
urement of the location of a target at succes-
sive moments belps caleulate fis trajectory.
Radars were deveboped inthe 19305 and
1940, primariby for military wse, Amid the
increasing importance of arpower in war-
fare, radars became essential defensive (and
later offensivie ) systems for militaries
There are primarily two kindsof AD radars:
surveillance racars anc fire control radars
The former constanthy surved] the skies to
detect aerial abgects, These detections arethen
analysed by anoperator{ increasingly with the
help of computers ) to identily the ohjects
spotted. Surveillance radars are not directly
connected toany anti-aircralt weapon system
undikee fire control radars, which help surface-
to=air guns or missiles target aerial threats.

Currently with forces
Both the Army and the Incian Air Foroe
(1AF) have both survelllance and fire con-

W Did it harbour the enemies of the US,
including terrorists and cybercriminals?

Indiais currently bearing the brunt of the
selective use of such criteria by the Trump
administration. Most notable of these is the
5000 general duty on its goods exports tothe
LS, That includes a 25% so-called reciprocal
tariff and a 25% "penalty” for its import of
Russian oil and defence equipment

The 5% tariff, when applied for an ex-
tended period, will certainly hurt India's
merchandise exports to the LS, which were
walued at $8G.5 billion in 2024-25, A signifi-
cant chunk of it comgarised products in em-
pleyment-intensive sectors lrom readymade
garments, textiles, handieralts and leather
prodicts o shilmps and gems & jewellery,

By weaponising tariifs, the Trump acdmin-
istration s strmultaneously putiing pressure on
the Narendra Modi-led grvemment to remene
barrlers to ux- I::qmu of murhm nx!l\lu
Indhia. Thatincl:
and soyabean, ethanol, ilﬂl!\- products and
ather farm produce, which India has hitherto
comsiclered o be “red lines” in trade negotia-
tions with other countries aswell,
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Push for a weaker dollar

Apart from advocating the use of trade
and tariff policies as instruments for “nego-
tiating leverage™ to further America's eco-
nomic as well as strategic interests, Mican
has been a backer of a weaker dollar. His
November 2024 paper blamed the United
States’ large and widening external curnent
account and merchandise trade deficits on
the “persistent overvaluation” of the dollar

The overvaluation has “weighed heav-
ily on the American manufacturing sector™
By making US exports less competitive, im-
ports cheaper and leading to the closure of

factories
Miran b

called for ac b

elation ol the dollar that will ||I‘|]!!H<|lll its
advantages from being the world's reserve
currency. Trump has, infact, warned BRICS
member-countries (China, Indla, Brazil and
Russda) agalnst replacing the dellarwith amy
other alternative currency lor settlement of
international transactions or holding of re-
SErVes.

Amanaged decline” in the value of the
daollar, which will enable the re-industrial-

W) DEFENCE |

Upgrading Army radars

Radars are the eyes of modern air defence systems, Learning from the experience of Op Sindoor, the Army
is acquiring upgraded radar systems to tackle swarms of low-cost drones with small radar signatures

WHAT ARMY IS PROCURING

The Army |s procirng both
surveillance and fire control radars.

SURVEILLANCE: Scans alrspace;
not attached to any weapons system

FIRE CONTROL: Used for control
anl targeting by weapons system

Ropresentadional image

Raclar
Antenna

trol radars.

The IAF controls most of the high and
medium power radars { HPRs and MPRs)
which have ranges of up to several hundred
kilometres and can track aerial threats at
higher altitudes. These are used to tackle
larger threats such as lighter jets, enemy
transport aircraft, or Airborne Warning and
Control System [AWACS |

Both the IAF and the Army also have
some Low Level Light Weight Radars
[LLLRs), These have bower ranges and are
meant to track aerial objects, often smaller,
flying at lower altituces,

Foor fire control raclars, the IAF has a range
of rackars in place, suchas the 30 central ac-
quisition radar and the Rajendra radar. The
Army, on the other hand, primarily uses
Flycatchers, which are indigenously up-
graded Super Fledermaus (USFM) radars,
and the AD tactical control racar:

RADARS BEING PROCURED INCLUDE:

isation of the LS economy and restore bal-
ance tothe global trading systemn, would re-
qull v an international coordination effort
to the Plaza Accard of September
That accord involved France, West
Germany, Japan, and the United Kingdom
together agreeing on a depreciation of the
dollar relative to their currencies,

Miran has floated the idea of anew Mar-
a=lago Accord’ = the relerence here ks to a
resart in Palm Beach, Florida, owned by
Trump = on the lines of the 1985 deal
reachied in New York's Plaea Hotel,

The iddea of forcing countries, especially
Chiia ane the Eurapean Uiion, to sceept a
weaker dollar and lower interest rates oi
thele LIS bond investments s lkely to gaiin
momentum with Miran becoming a US
Federal Reserve governor,

The pressure on Powell to cut interest
rates more aggressively will probably inten-
sify mowe. Miran, on his part, has viewed an
overvalued dollar and high interest rates to
have henefiting “inancialised sectors™ of the
LIS econormy at the expense ol hollowing out
its manulacturing manl: fes

LLLWVR 1) ANIDY LLIWER(E ) which are upgraded mobdle

survelllance
track simall, low-fhying aerial threats, and

ADFCR-DD which is a maobile fire
control radar that is specifically
used to target small
dromes,

Antenna
beamwidth

Upgrades long needed

There has long been a need to upgrade
the Army's agging rackars, Incia’s three-clay
lang conflagration with Pakistan in May fur-
ther made this case,

During Op Sindoor, hundreds of low-cost
enemy droneswene used o camouflage a few
surveillance and attack dones, Theseentered
Indian airspace from across multiple locations
alonggthe borcher, belore they were shot down,

Aosenior Army officer said that the pro-
curement of LLLWRS and ADFCR-DDs stems
friw the need bo tackle fiture thivats from
such smaller, low-lying aeral objects, such
as drones, which can overwhelim older AD
systems or even blindside them,

Such objects, the officer explained, are
frequently belng used in new-age conflices
globally, including during Op Sindoor and by
Hamas against |srael. Thereis thus a need o
increase the number of LLLRs and other fire
control radars, which cannot only detect
thireats with low RCS but also identily friend
frowm foe in a chattered air s pace,

RCS, or radar signature, is a measure of
howy detectable an object is by radar, usually
represented in sguare metres; larger the RCS,
greater the detectability. The RCS is not only
the function of the size of an aerial olject but
also its specific design features: the basic
thirust of maoder nstealth technology s to re-
duce an aircraft's RCS.

The new raclars being procured will be
capable of scanning the airspace, detecting
and tracking targets, and prioritising them
based on the threat they pose,

Anenhanced LLLR for instance, would be
alale to pickup signals from low-RCS drones,

elars specifically used to ientify and

\ \\ s

including swarms, and transmit target data
e WEAPON sy st wp o 10 km away,

The ADFCR-DD = which are modem fire
comtrol radars —will be capable of detecting,
identifying, classifying, and controlling
Weapon systems to tanget even the smallest
surveillance and attack drones, making de-
struction of such threats far more effective

India’s AD infra

India's AD infrastructure comprises AD
quns and surface-to-alr missiles like the
Kussian $=400s and the indigenous Akash
rmuissile system. Despite some breaches, this
system performed remarkably during
Operatbon Sindaot, and prevented Pakistan
fraiim iflieting any significant damage during
its aerlal forays into India,

The Army has the Akashteer system in
place. This provides a common, real-time air
pleture to the control room, radars and AD
guns, enabling coordinated AD operations
by Integrating various radar systems, sensors
and communication technologies into a sin-
ghe operational framewaork,

Similarly, the IAF has the Integrated Air
Command and Control System (IACCS),
wehich is an automated command and con-
trol systern that integrates data from all air
defence assets to detect, identify, intercept,
and destroy hostile intruders, while simul-
tancously controlling offensive packages
deepinsice enemy territory.

At the moment, the defence establish-
ment s focussing its energles in setting upa
comprehensive airdefence shicld asa partod
Mission Sudarshan Chalera, Towards this, the
Defence Research and  Development
Organisation [RDO] st month succe ssfully
conclucted maiden flight tests of an Integratec)
Abr Defence Weapon System (IADWS L

Tracing Sarath: from Buddha’s first sermon to the emblem of Indian republic

ARJUNSENGUPTA
NEW DELHL SEPTEMBER 17

AHEAD OF a LINESCO team's proposed visit
to Sarnath, the Archacological Survey of
Inclia {AS1) will install what it is calling a
“corrected” plague that will credit a local
ruler, and not the British, for preserving the
holy Bucdhist site,

“The proposal ks for the new plague to
crogdit | Babu Jagat Singh) for bringing to light
Samath's archaeological impartance for the
first time in 1767-88, and not in 1798,
sources tokd The ndian Egpress, The change,
sourees said, wis made based on a proposal
subimitbed by Singh's family to the ASL

Ealier this year, India officially nominated
Samath fior the LINESCO Waorld Heritage List
for the 2025-26 cycle = amove that could end
Its 27-yearwait an the tentative list,

A holy Buddhist site
Sarnath, roughly 10 km tothe northeast

of Varanasi, Is where the Buddha is sald 1o
have delivered his first sermon in c. 528 BCE,
and the place at which the Buddhist smgha
(eommunity) is sald to have lormed.

‘While ancient Buddhist texts refer to
this location as Mrigaclwa or Rishipatana,
and donot provide an exact or cven approx-
imate locatbon for it, oral tradition and the
actions of Emperor Ashoka (¢, 268-232 BCE)
have been loey to making this assaciation,

Ashokea Famousty constructed a lion pil-
lar at Sarnath that today acts as the enblem
oftheRepublicof india ".thevery act ol erect-
ing the lion pillar prabably was intended o
rnarl the place as the bocation of the Buddha's
first sermon,” historan Frederick Asherwrote
in his book Sarnath: A Critical History of the
e Where Burcddhésm Began (2020).

Recent excavations have unearthed evi-
dence of pre=Ashokan activity and habitation
atthe site, but Ashoka remains singularly as-
soctated with Sarnath as s original patron.
He oversaw the establishment of several
riastic structures at the site, including the

Dihamek Stupa, which s sald tomark the ex-
act lcation from where the Buddha deliv-
ered his first sermon. it ischering s relgn that
Sarnath became a Buddhist pllgrimage site,

Sarnathwas also patronksed by Kushana
(1st=dthcentury CE) and Guptal 3th-Gth cen-
tury CE) rubers, who refurbished Asholkan-
era structures and built nevwones. A thriving
manastery sunvived at the location till about
the 12th century CE.

The destruction

There is historical consen-
suis about the fact that Samath.
wassacked and burmed sometime in the 12th
century,  Archacologist — Alexander
Cunningham, who founded the AS]in 1861,
wiote in his field notes: *... Mgjor Kittoe (re-
sponsible for some of the earliest scientific
encavations at the site L surmmed up hiscon-
clusions... ‘Al has been sacked and burnt,
[rests, termples, idols all together, " (quoted
i Gienannd Verard, Harelstiips anel Dowfl
af Barelellrisrm in sclfer, 2011),

Who weas responsible for this destruc-
thoon, lowever, remiains a matter of debate,
Asher wrote: "..in 1183, Quth-ud-din
Aibek, the military commander of

Muhammad of Ghor's anmy, marched to-
ward Varanasi, where be is said to have de-
stroyed idols ina thousand temples, Sarnath
very likely waas among the casualties of this
imvasion..

", While Asher said this imvasion
s ety driven by the mothve
“teracquire land and wealth®, it
prabably led the surviving
monks toflee, after which the
manastery fell into ruin,

Verardi and archaeologist Federica

Barha, however, make adifferent case. " .the

archacological evidence suggests that

around the mid-twelfth century the

Buddhists were forced to leave and that an

Imposing Safvite temple was erected on the

sibe,” they wrote in the ap pendix of Verardi's

Boaok. They added, however, that the “beah-

manical project” in Sarnath “was never

bt to conelusion”, perhaps due to the

arrhal of Mustim invaclers.

What can be sald with a degree of cer-
tainity is that for roughly seven centuries af-
ter Sarnath's destruction, the site remained
i ruins as Buddhism all but wentextinet in
its birthplace,

Modern ‘rediscovery’

Sarmnath was among the earliest sites ex-

phored In- amalrur I!rlllsh ar hmﬂngku

5, jpos
ity 1o Varanasi, whkh ll.nl a strong
Company presence.

Thecredit for its " rediscovery”, however,
goes bo workers of Jagat Singh, the divar of
Raja Chait Singh of Benanes, whoweredig-
ging at the site to retrieve brick and stone
For a new marketplace being built in his
narne (The locality at the heart of moderm
Varanasi still goes by the name Jagatgan;’)
The workers discovered the inscribed
pechestal of an mage of the Buddlha and twe
stone reliquaries, the contents ofwhich, ac-
cording tohistoran B C Bhattacharya, “were

threwn inte the river Ganges® | The History
of Sarmath ar the Cracle of Buddhism, 1923),

In 1796, these findings were reported by
Jonathan Dunancan, an inclologist who had
Tounded the Sanskrit College at Varanasi in
1791. Duncan’s descriptions were what
spurred subsequent Briti shexcavations at the
site, notably Iy Cunningham in 1835-36,

During these excavations, Cunningham
disoovered and removed many statues from
the site, as well as the sandstone bax re-
ported by Duncan from the Dharmarajika
Stupa {formerly known as the ‘agat Singh
Stupa’), By 1836, Cunningham had conclu-
sively identilied Sarnath as the location of
the Buddha’s first sermon,

The most significant work on Sarnath,
however, was carried out by archaeologist
Friedrich Oertel in 1904-05, “He was the
first scholar to carry out the work of excava-
tion systematically and on a scientific basis,
Asa resultof his wark, 476 architectural and
seulptural relics and 41 inseriptions were
discovered inone season”.
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BECAUSE

THE TRUTH INVODLVES US ALL

MISRULE OF LAW

Wilful lapses — and lack of accountability — of police
in Delhiriots cases undermine due process

IVEYEARS AFTER maore than 50 people were killed in one of the wioest commu-
nalriots inthe national capital, thewheelsof justice appear to be moving slowdy.
As of August 2025, of the 695 cases of rioting, arson, and unlawiul assembly
filedd by Delhi Police, verdicts have been pronounced ondy in 116, with 97 ac-
cuittals, In themselves, these figures paint a dismal picture of imvestigative and prosecu-
torial failures and padicial detays, They are, unfortunately, only a prokogue to.a more disturb-
ing story, Aninvestigation by this newspaper has found that inat least 93 of the 97 acquittals,
courts peinted out procedural lapses anc, in some cases, cutright fabrication uleudm

EDITORIAL PAGE

WorDLY WISE

THE SINGLE RAINDROP N

RESPONSIBL
— [

FOR THE

S ADAMS

FLOOD,,

Securing valleys and slopes

Afuture-ready disaster management in Himalaya
requires a massive technology scale-up

SYED ATA HASNAIN

THE DEVASTATING FLOODS in Detwadun have
omce again laid hare the fragility of sur moun-
tain states, Morsoon 2025 has alfectad |ammu
and Kashmie, Himachal Pradesh, Punjab and
Uttarakhand inways that remind usof chang-
ing climate and an unforgiving terrain,
Cloudbursts, landslides, and Noods have
breagght tragecly to hundreds of Bamilies, dis-
rupted pilgrimages and devastated crops,
Sumidd the gried, the disaster management
apparatus has responded with speed, coondi-
nation,and inrovation Soldiers, akmen, engi-

anrl wunmst.umnmnbythnDnllnPaln Juddges have pulbed up i igati for

preparing 5 10 “bedatedly solve the case”, and “dictat-
ing” witness smu'ments Both in themselves and as part of a broader pattern in the Delhi
riots cases, the actions of the police dent the credibility of the justice system.

Diuvings thiee Delhi riots, quisstions were rised sbout the police’s lack of action At times,
the conduct af its personnel imited even more serious allegations, Last year, Torinstance, the
Dielhi High Court accused the police of being “driven by a bigoted mindset™ after no action
was taken against policemen whao were smnnwdm beating upa young man during the
riots. In times when tension between communi the police must not be seen
as doing anything that shows it as prejudiced — anything less also threatens to violate the
funclamental promise of the Canstitution and the rube of law. The Delhi Police was not al-

ithful to that principle during the riots inthe city, As Additional Sessh veen
Singh pointed out while acquitting six people, there has been "a serious trampling of the
rightsef the acoused.. Such instances lead to serious erosion of the faith of the people in the
investigating process and ﬂ!‘ rule of k. That none of the rlum have faced criminal ac-
o for lying he Lack of ol anti-perj and albroader
lack of accountability whm itis needed most — among those meant to uphold the Lwe

The Unlawlul Activities (Prevention ) Act has been deployed in several of the riots
cases, The Act's stringent provisions relax the burden of proof and make bail for the ac-
cused extremely difficule. In some cases, the police and prosecution have sought, ques-
tionably, to link the Dethi riots with the 2020 protests against the Citizenship Amendment
Act(CAA), and evenecuated the latter with terrorism, At the same time. the poor convic-
tion rate inthe fraction of cases inwhich a verdict has been pronounced is.a marker of the
deficiencies and inefficiencies of the criminal justice system as a whole, With a cloud
over the investigations, 4 modicum of elosune for the victims will remain elusive. The
Delhi Police must be held acepuntabde for its shoricomings. I must course correct,

CHECK THE DELUGE

Flood-proofing should become

ayear-round exercise in Punjab
UINJAB HAS BEEM ravaged by Noods for the second time in three years, Swollen
rivers Iuw imundated areas once considered fload-proaf, jolting those whe
earlierb 1 phy or nature's Fury, The de-
struction threatens to set back the state’s ecunumy by years, As the waters re-
cede, the stench of rotting crops and carcasses suffocates locals, fertile fields lie under a
thick orust of sile, and the fear of disease hangs heavy in the air The state was battered by
feads in 2019, when the Congress was in power, and again in 2023, a year after the Aam
Aadmi Party took charge, Then there were extreme rain events such as those of August
2017, when an hour's downpour left Mohali, Punjal's education and start-up hub, under
chest-cleepwater, Then, as now, experts spoke of the need for mitigation and prevention.
Talk has, however, rarely translated into action, The riverbeds of the Sutlej, Beas, Ravi
and rivulets suchas the Ghaggar and Chakki have risen by 510 12 feet at several points due
to siltation, reducing their water-carrying capacity to a third, Embankments, or dhussi
bundhs, are ofl kand poory maintained, The Ravi breach Tha at 42 places
this year, the highest ever in reconded history, Two gates of the more than a century-old
Maclhopur barrage were washed away. Rainfall, too, was extraordinary, Punjab experi-

nEers, Forces, disaster response
professionals, and — perhaps most inspiring
— local volunteers, have stoad shoulder w
shoulder to save ves, Local government offi-
clals have not been far behind, In Uttarakhand,
adepaty commissioner walked over 36 hours
ey reach lash-flood-ravaged Dharali

I JalC, exererne raim in late August un-
leashed floads across the Chenab and Tawi
basins, claiming over 140 lves, Within hours,
the Army laid emergency Bailey bridges, the
Air Favce deployed helicopee s from Jammu air-
Tieldl, andd the WDRF surged in with specialist
teams. Army, local police, CRPE, and SDRF per-
sannel evaouated yatris from Machail anc Vais-
hino Devi, Army comaunication teams and
senvice providers worked hand in hand o re-
vive darnaged fibre and mobile owers,

Punjak faced a swollen Ravi, Beas and
Sutlej,with recorc inflovs at Bhakea and Pong
dams. NOMA coordinated with the Central
‘Water Commission, IMD and BEMB o regu-
late releases and prevent catastrophic
breaches The saving of lives mear Madhopur
Headworks — where Army Aviation airifed
CRIF personnelminutes before a building ool
lapsed — was emblematic of the agility of re-
sponders.In Himachal Pradesh, iorrential rains
triggered slope failures and flash floods, par-
ticularly in Chamba, Kullu and Lahaul-Spiti.
Many lives were lost, but more than 10,000
stranded pilgrims of the Manimahesh Yatra
were evacuated salfehy, A AF, ITBEand
SDRF mounted difficult operations in treach-
emus tersain, while the BRO worked lirelessly

idges, Droneim-

No doubt the response by
the government was agile
and professional but with
the intensity witnessed,
more here is actually less, If
aster imanagement in the
alaya is to be future
ready, technology has to be
scaled up massively, The
Geological Survey of India
(GSD must expand
landslidle mapping based on
sl soaking and slope
pracient, while the National
Remote Sensing Centre
(NRSC) must monitor
placial lakes and debris Qows
ona 2457 b

uat if alarms are sounded or alents

Agery was
mentand o guice reliel efforts,

In Littarakhand, thL‘NHUI’uII! 1-100-Ium
acrial cahk
engineers and SAR dogs. The Air Foree's
Chinoaks lifted heavy equipment, and UCALY
supplemented it with cvil helicopters, SDRF
and [TEF, supported by drones and satcom
links, ensured swift evacuations, Temparary
Incident Command Posts enabyled real-time
coopdination across agencies,

Inclia's disaster response tockay is Lipered
and professional, The use of drones, satellite
communication, OneWeb links, Doppler
radars, anel the IMD's noweasting capabilities
reflect an embrace of innevation. Technology
is the buzzword with the Home Minister,
Horme Mindstry ancl the NORA, Mo doubt the

received, the location of their nearest reliel
shelter, and the steps to take when wamings
arrive, The NOMA's Aapda Mitra (Friends in
[Hsaster) programme is a good start, but it
needs dee per penctration into schaals, pan-
chayats and resident wellare associations,
Mock drills should ot be seen as token exer-
cises, but as essential community training,
Seate governments need to demand regular
disaster training ancl swareness events by the
NDMA, Rarlummly' the Armied Forces have
come | 1o seck better un-
derstaneling of disaster management.
Responseisonly the first chapter: Recovery
and reconstrsction — the “build back beter
phase — are equal by cracial. Roads mast be re-
Dl with slope stabilisation inmind. River em-
L P Al I

response by the was agile and
professional but with the intensity witnessed,
miore here is actually less, M disaster manage-
ment in the Himalaya is to be futare-ready,
technology has to be scaled up massively, The
Cealogical Survey of India (GS1) I11ualm:p.l.m]

ling illegal mining, The netwark of doppler
rackars mast be made maore dense acmss val-
leys. and early warning systems for cloud-
bursts, landslides, and glacial lake outbursts
nmlnnmlncahmﬂ Forthis, atechnically ori-

lancslide mapping based il 5

slope gracient, while the National Rcmutc
Sensing Centre {NRSC) must monitor glacial
lakes and debaris ows on a 2457 basis.

community of
\‘( il

Civil society, with its Iur-1|l:nmwlgp.nwt

be integrated into district disaster manage-

GlS-based (G i
Systems) risk mapping is no longer optional,
The roleof dmones must ecpand into predictive
surveillance of slapes, rivers, and glaciers.
Artificialintelligence fed with localised hydm-
met data, can help forecast Nash Noods and

ment Sustainable building prac-
tices. adherence to seismic coces, an strict en-
forcement of “no-build zones™ along
riverhanks are [ife-saving measures, Resilience
must be the cormerstone of future develop-
nmmntlw unlnsralls‘-fnl;lln Hnml.lw

clovdbursts with greater accuracy, Initiati
such as the Gorakhpur Maodel of wban Moo
contred are worth studying and replicating,
Wet, there are limits 1o what governments
can achieve on their own, Despite lakhs of
warnings issued thmugh SMSand the Sachet
app, too many citizens remain unaware of

aled thy
Indt:l sdisaster response and the gaps that re-
main, Our soldiers, responders, and civil ad-
ministrators have done their duty, often at
great risk o themselves, But disaster manage-
mient is not the government’s burden alone,
Every citizen must treat disaster preparedness

what todowhen aberts arrive. lgrimagecor- s seriously as voting or paying taxies, Only then

|mn|lke)-t'ltlullmﬁ.]lll,'ﬂ(llrelﬂmml = canbndhiatruly be resibient inthe face of climate

ablebecause s ever duri change and infrastructure development,

alerts. Construction in riverbeds, slope desta-

hilisation by unchecked development.and dis- — The writer (s o fosmer corps commmander of the

vegard of building norms exacerbate the risk, Srinagar-based 15 Corps and mermber of
Every citizen showkd know the local evac- NORA, Views are personm

PARTNERS IN TURBULENT TIMES

PM Modi's Japan visit reaffirmed shared stake in innovation, multilateral diplomacy

KIiIIl_:lII ONO

PRIME MINISTER NARENDRA Modi's recent
visit to Japan reatfirmed the enduring part-
nership between our bwo nations. It deep-
ened mutual trust and cooperation and
charted avision of a pannership designed 1o
lasit fior checacles, The spirit of this visit v her-
alcbecd in Gujarat a lew days earlies, when P

enced its wettest August in 26 vears, while the first week of brought nearly
200 per cent above-normal rainfall, Adding wthe strain wenethe Bhakra, Pong and Ranjie
Sagar dams, pushed to their imits by heavy inflows from Himachal Prades b, itself bat-
tered by il wairs and ¢

Climate change is a reality that cannot be wished away. The state, which allowed it-
self just 17 days to prepare for the monsoon, must do fr better, Not kg ago, both the
merl- and state wnulcl call rhnrl irst ﬂuurl prevention meetings in February, with des-

hthe season, That culture of carly prepa-

ration and vigilance has As communities band together torepair embank-
ments and raise new ones, the government must move beyond firefighting to plugging
glaring holes in its Nood-prevention strategy, Barrages, sluice gates, and embankments
need urgent while desilting ri hould becomse a year-round exercise.
The choice is stark: Punjab can either continue spending colossal sums on relief and re-
habilitation every few years, or invest a Fraction of that in prevention, The damage is not
Just econamic — recurring foods carey 4 social and emotional cost, fuelling fears that
they will anly hasten the exodus of young people from the state, As Punjab counts its
losses, the lesson is unmistakable — prepare or perish,

A STAR, AN IDEALIST

Robert Redford brought nuance to stardom, gravity
to romance, and independence tosilver screen
HE SEES HIMwiith his friends at thediner sheworksin = uppercrust,

aruti Suzuki's first Made-
in-India global strategic Battery Electric
Vehicle production line in Hansalpur on
August 26, He reminded us that our pastner-
ship is rooted in culture, and decades of col-
laboration. Companies like Maruti Suzuki
and ambassaclors of Wale in
Inehia ™, continuing to strengthen the founda-
tion of “Vilesit Bharat 2047",

1M Mocls visit to Japan toak place at acrit-
ical juncture for both Indiaand Japan, Amidto-
day's geopoditical volatility, our partnershipis
nit just desieable but indispensable. Among
the mast significant outeomes of the visitwas
the transformation of our *Special Strategic
and Glohal Partnership” into one that is ruly
stravegic in substance: There are no areas
Where our Bwa Countries cannot cooperate,

During the two-day visit, PR Modi and
Prime Minister Shigeru lshiba delved into a
widde range of aneas — from defence and secu-
ity to business coope ation, from cutting-edge
technology and innovation to peaple-to-peo-
ple exchange, The visitembodied the breaclth
and depth of our bilateral cooperation and
highlighted the importance of |apan as india's
trusted strategic partner.

The visit also paved theway for what Prime
anw)-incinllecl agﬂldmd\apﬁel" inour

agnostic = attractive and infuriating in the same breath. If there's 1 moment

that captures the essence of The Wy We Were [ 1973) — two people deawn to-

gether by love, divided by the welght of who they are — it could well be this. The
tender and tumuliuous romance between Barbra Streisand's idealistic and political Katie
IMorosley ancl Robert Redfore's talented, carefree Hubbell Gardiner spans wartime, black-
lists and the stow erosion of idealism. But getting Redford to agree to the Sydney Pollack
classic, Streisand wrote in her memoir My Neme is Barbra, was anything but easy: “Bob
(Redlond] asked Syciney, Who s this guy  hischaracter|? He's bject....'In Bob's op
bon, he was "shallowy ane one-dimensional.™ And se, the character was redrafied, fleshing
ot the Hubbell Gardiner that vally sparkctounforgeetable life on screen,

In an industry dominated by pageantry. it is this artistic integrity that made Redford,
whodied on Tuesd ay at 80, stand apart. Over a career spanning six decades, Redford 's con-
eributions went far beyond his luminous presence s a matines idol From the moral ambi-
guity of Three Days of the Condor | 1975) to the charisma of Bureh Cassidy and e Sundance
Kid (1968, to the intensity of AT the President’s Men { 1976), Redford captured the tensions
of a changing America with nuance and sensitivity.

Butitis behind the camesa that Redford's true cinematic legacy lies, He believed in sto-
rytelling that was intimate, urgent, and often uncamfortable, In founding the Surdance
Institute, he reshaped the trajectory of independent flm, His directorial works Ordinary
People{ 1980) ancl A River Rums Thioogh I 1962 reflect a flmmaker dravn o the quiet com-
phescities of human connection. In his refusal to sugar-coat reality, Reddord reim agined what
cinema coul b — not just entertainment, bt a platform for ruth, beauty and change.

level rlncummts and um.gnmd over 180
Memorandums of Cooperation [MaCs ), set-
tingout aroadmagp lorfuture cooperation and
AnRouUncing conerete initiatives across fields,

M Mandi's visit to Japan
took place at a critical
junceure for both India and
Japan. Amid today's
peopolitical volatility, our
partnership is not just
desirable but indispensable.
Among the most significant
outcomes of the visit was the
transformation of our
"Special Strategic and Global
Partnership” into one that is
truly strategic in substance:
There are no arcas where our
two Countries cannot
ciiperate,

These tangilsbe outcomes, in PM Modi's words,
“built a strong foundation for a new golden
chapter” in the India-Japan mnnmhlp sigt-

panched joint exercises, Based on the revised
dedlaration, ve will intersify cooperation on
defence equipment and technology transer,

||>ll||ll$l(v|

Another highlight was the visit meag.
Prefecture, The two keaders travelled by
Shinkansen, Japan's iconic bullet train, wder-
scoring its robe as a lagship India-Japan proj-
cctaimed at bringing the Shinkansen to Indian
soil. At Tokyo Electron Miyagi Lid. a Imchng

ping projects o follow UNICORN { naval
unified complex radio antennal.

Fourth, people-to-people exchange:
The two leaders announced the
“Japan-India Human Resource Exchange
Initiative,” which sets a new target for peo-
p]e to-peaple exchanges to promote the

semiconductor compary, rhqr i
advanced iliti

and r||_

exchange, and circulation of
mutu.llly' compl ary human re-

laborative pmjuuwllhlmll.lmmmnlmnts
illustrated the growing significance of
Inelia-| ]Jp-m ;mlm ineritical technolo-
gies oury pran
dnlfvmumslmnmmm;ult;

Looking ahead, there are five areas where
sustained effort is particularly needed,
among others, First, economic security:
Under the new "Economic Security
Initiative," we must accelerate collabaration
inareas such as semiconductors, critical min-
erals, Al and supply chains,

Second, Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs): Japanese MSMEs are
by o accelerating “Make in India, Make foe
the Word” Japan remains committed tosup-
porting them as our two countries work -
wiared the new 10-trillion-yen {approx, 368 bil-
liom) investment target and continued
improvenent of the business mwmnmmt
Inchia-J
tral gawmmcnts encompassing a multifac-
eted partnership inchading business collaba-
ration and state-prefectural exchanges.

Third, defence equipment: The “Joint
Declaration on Security Cooperation” was re-
wised for the first time in 17 vears, reflecting the
rapidly changing geopolitical landscape,
strengthened security dialogues, and ex-

sOUrCes BETWEEN GUF twWo countries.

Fifth, multilateral and minilateral cooper-
ation: Our close partnership in the interna-
tional arena —as nations sharing fundamental
values and interests — plays a critical robe in
adldressing global challenges. |apan fully sup-
ports India's hosting of the Quad Summit o
promote peace, stablity, and prosperity in the
Insches-Paveific region, and will continue work-
ing alongsicle India in madtilateral fora such as
the G20, the United Nations, and global coun-
terterrorism effors,

[ Wdaacli's isit to Japan reminced us that
thelndia-| Imnmltmﬂnplunmrlmﬂs
crucial asitis toclay. 1 T5th
anniversary of diplomatic relations in 2027, we
are celebrating September and October as
“Japan Month,” with events that promote
India-Japan ties. This year also marks the
Japan-India Science, Technology, and Inno-
vation Exchange Year, These initiatives bring
the peaple of our two countries even closer
and strengthen our strategic partnership,

ler,

| am confident that our cooperation will not
anly strengthen ournations but also shape the
fusture af the Inda-Pacific and the wider world,

Thhe writier iz amvabessador of fapan b fndic
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BID TO END WAR

INDIA IS LIKELY 1o take a fresh initiative to end
the Iran-Irag war, At the behest of the Prime
Minister, Rajiv Gandhi, the Minister of State
Tor Excternal Alfairs. Khurshed Aam Khan, who
s leanvingg for Mew York on Friday to attend the
UN General Assembly session, | dio

Ganelhi, their apprehernsion that the draft pro-
posals evohed by the Sri Lankan government
wold not meet the aspirations of the Tamils,

INDO-BANGLA TIES
THE BANGLADESH MILITARY anrlenl Li-

contact lranian and Iragi delegations in.a bid
tofin a common ground o end the war,
ENLF taLKs TO PM

REPRESENTATIVES OF THE Eelam Mational
Liberation Froat (ENLE) cormveyed 1o PM Rajiv

PR T g T T

nI the nuts:mdms jsstues between India and
Bangladesh would be sobved within the nest
two maonths, The President was addressing a
news conference at Bangabihalban, “The mist
isclearing,” he said regarding Indo-Bangla re-
lations, He said his government was diing its
bestin maintaina good relationship with India.

DIRAFT SEVENTH PLAN

THE PLANNING COMMISSION has ap-
proved the draft Seventh Plan, The com-
mission which met under the chairman-
ship of the Prime Minister, Rajiv Ganclhi,
envisaged a total public sector outlay of Rs
180,000 crore, Apart from the full-time
members of the commission, the meeting
weas attended by the Defence Minister, PV
Narasimha Rao, the Minister of State for
Planning, K R Narayanan, ¥ P Singh, the
Finance Minister, and Buta Singh, the
Agriculture Minister, who is alsa a mem-
berof the planming body.
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Steely ambition

Frequent disruption of the iron ore market is
a flawed policy, will thwart investments

ECENT NEW REPORTS about a plan to impose 30% export

duty on low-grade iron ore (<58% Fe content) effective Octo-

berevoke asense of déjavu. In May 202 2,2 50% duty was put

on outward shipments of such powdery minerals, which are
not fit for direct use by domestic blast-furnace (BF) plants, but the levy
had to be withdrawn in less than six months, The revocation of the levy
in Novemnber 2022 followed reports of large-scale job losses, a strong
reaction from potential bidders for mines put up for auction,and a pil-
ing up of sub-grade fines at mining sites, The viability of mining opera-
tions was threatened, with ally ire ble loss of exports mar-
kets and forex earnings,

Thelatest move is
units, and even some BF units in items of better fwd availabil Ity. and Iuwul
input costs, A chain effect is expected to lift the short-term fortunes of
downstream steel users as well, The argument for such an export tax—
high-grade lumpsare already subject toa 30% levy —is that policies must
spur domestic manufacturing and exports of value-added stuff, rather
than encourage the shipping out of raw materials, especially exhaustible
natural resources, This could, however, be flawed policy,as it's not neces-
sarily true that the maximum value creation takes place at the stage of
finished products. Empl nt i ity of an activity must alsobea
crucial policy determinant.

In this case, ivon ore producers wam of job losses to the tune of halfa
million, Mining by nature is job-intensive—it can generate jobs 13 times
theagriculture sectorand six times the manufacturing industry, forevery
1%inerease in gross value added (GVA), What the palicy-makers must look
into iswhetherthe export controls are in the long-term interests of India's
mining and steel industries, the assorted users of the alloy, ranging from
safety-pinand white good units to automobile makers and the rilways.

India is already the second largest producer of crude steel behind
China, but it still has rapid strides to make. It turns a net exporter of the
fundamental building material in one year, only to lose the tag in the next,
The country’s per capita finished steel consumption of 98 kg is much
below theworld average of 221 kg, and farlower than China's 635 kg, That
and the rapid pace of infrastructure creation make it essential for the
country to raise its steel capacity from 200 million tonne (mt) at present
to 300 million tonne (mt) by 2030, as projected in the National Steel Pol-
iey,and even I'ultlmr int hvl.‘ suhanun nt years, Such a pace of capacity cre-
ationwould tsand inval tof foreign cap-
italand techmalﬂgy Policies that will incostsare centralto the success
of the plan to build a world-beating steel industry, and herein lies the
importance ul'nmu ing abundant supply of ore, the key raw material that
is domesticall ilable, The current pull.clcaarehIgh]yruﬁtrltt:wuithu
iron ore sector, and stifle investment potential. This is evident from the
production stagnation in Karnataka for the last decade and more, and
modest output from Goa, after a year of complete cessation of mining
there, Steel industry has a high multipliereffect on the economy. It should
not be hamstrung by short-sighted policies,

1t benefit d

Take Altman's royal UK
visit with a pinch of salt

ON HIS UK trip to dine with King Charles 111 thisweek, President Donald Trump
Is accompanied by Silicon Valley royalty: Mvidia Corp. Chief Executive Officer
lensen Huang and Openadl CEQ Sam Altman. Both were expected to highlight
billions of dollars of Investment in artificial-intell ce infr echa-
Irg sl nibar javints to Feance and West Asla where the tech leaders have p d
to help these countries establish greater "Al soverelgnty”. As my colleague
Lionel Laurent has polnted out, the term borders on meaningless when so many
European businesses rely on Amerlcan eloud companies.

There's an Impossibly wide gap between Britaln and America on Al infra-
structure—the chips, data centres, and sophisticated software models that
underpin most Al toals. The US owns about 75% of the world’s Al supercom-

: Oplnion

LTHOUGH INSTABILITY
15 endemic to South and
Souwtheast Asla,it shecom-
Ing increasingly dangerous
both for Indla’s neighbours
and India itself, This was reflected most
recently inthevislent unrest in Nepal. But
that crlsis is hardly an Isolated case. In
Bangladesh, directly to India's east, the

the government ln 2024 remain unre-
solved. And to the southeast, Thailand Is
reeling from the court-ordered removal of
Its prime minister and a series of recent
borderclashes with Cambodia.
According wotheArmed Conflict Loca-
thon & Event Data project, Myanmar's civil
warhas clmnmdat least BOLO00 lves, both
vilian: ince 202 l fol-
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® SHOCKPROOF

Sebi chairman Tuhin Kanta Pandey

In such a volatile environment, a robust derivatives
market provides a powerful shield, allowing

indian producers and consumers to hedge
against global price shocks

© UNSTABLE REGION
INDIA'S GOAL IS TO BUILD AN INCLUSIVE, RULES-BASED, AND CONNECTED SOUTH ASIA

A dangerous neighbourhood

NIRUPAMA RAO

Farmies fareign secratary of India and farmes
Indhan ambassader to Chena and the US

i (ke anvd contested,

and hopes nfﬂ.alnllty have been repeat-
edly dashed by factionalism, corruption,

the border clashes with Cambodia may
seem bess urgent. But India, under its Act
East pnhcy,hashecnpunulnsdeepcl e

momibeand ia-

and palitical leaders" Inability to consalid-
ate a system that everyone can trust. The
recent apasm of shockingly brutalviolen-
celsasymptom of these deeper fault lines.

India cannot be indifferent to such

lowing the military coup that ended Aung.
San Suu Kyl's democratie government. To
India’s west,a perpetually volatile Pakist-
anwrestleswith the zombies of itshistory:
Islamist extremist groups and poor ec-
onomic and governmental pesformance,

T the south, Sri Lanka may have set-
thed down following the ouster of its pres-
bdent three years age, but its economy
shows few signs of mounting a sustained
recovery. And to the north, China's quest
for reglonal hegernony is another source
of instabllity.

For Indla, these crises are not distant
concerns, Refugee flows from Bangla-
desh are causing soclal unease and dis-
ruptions in India's eastern states; the

bility. Our long, open border with
HNepal makes us vulnerable to refugee
flows and cross-border erime, and our
deep cultural, ethnic, rell-

tionof Southeast Asian Nations' L0 mem-
ber states and their 600 million-plus
peoplednyinstablitywithin that bloc will
complicatethis outreach, Moreover, Thal-
land has long served as a bridge between
South and Southeast Asla. If ts Institu-
tlons falter, or If disputes with Cambodia
escalate despite Malaysian

even when it wants to look outward, The
Pakistan-China axis further complicates
thestatusguo,whichisunlikely tochange
In the foreseeable future,

All these storles polnt to a larger
waorrying trend: demacracy in India's
nelghbourhood bs In retreat. Constitu-
tions are being rewritten, and courts
politicised. Sensing weakness, too many
army generals see themselves as free to
Intervene, including by jalling or exiling
political leaders,

For Indla—theworld's largest democr -
acy—responding to this rend demands a
maore assertive reghonal strategy. Of cou-
rie, for most of South Asla, barring Pakis-
tan, India i the first responderwhen erises
hit, But during periods when Indla's nelg-
hboursdon't thinkthey need itshelp, they
tend to shrug off its security concerns,

And as If India's neighbourhooed wese
not dangerous enough, the wider world
adds its own layers of uncertainty. Tru-
mp's policytoward the region has been ar-
bitrary in the extreme, leading smaller
states to hedge their bets.In Japan and
Qaulh Korea,debates are underway about

el acquiring nuclearweapons,
now that China ls ﬂmung Its muscles and
the US security umbrella has been called

i ding threat of ¢ border ter-
ror from Pakistan nearly inclted a war in
Kashmir this summer; and now, Nepal's
volatile politics have given China another
opportunity for medd ling. Since this arc
offragility ls toolarge to kgnore, the ques-
thon for India'sleadership is howto absorb
and minimise the shockwaves, and how
tosteady the region.

One can start with Nepal, which has

Lo Yy
utlon thatwas forged toend along Maolst
rebellion two decades ago, Nepalese state

—————
dous, and economic ties Prirne Minlster Anwar [br-
B
mean that the government  Although India has  ahinvsbest efforts tobeoker
In Kathmandu will abways stood its gm jn  aresclution, India's vision
loak over its shoulder at the ofa connected,secure Indo-
government in New Delhi, the ‘::. dt‘h. . Pacific corrldor  could
Moreaver, China's Increas-  $torm, the regi [ ok
ing influence In Nepal's  and Trump-induced To describe Pakistan as
domestic politics has, as a chmnlm]l trnuhlad ma
At volatility is making A
matter of necessity, made 2 sou itis
llmmumryamaln:'ﬂtram- it harder to maintain an unfortunate truth, Its
pleconcern for Indla, its treasured civilian authorities have
In ladesh, the int- gi y  beenconsistently underm-
erim government that has Ined, aswhen lmran Khan's
rubed since lelkh Hasina's elected government was
Itsefi law ousted in 2022 at the military's behest,

and orderar -|afngua|dhumnnghu The
economy, a brfgl\t 8 Hol dacada ks

Extrenst groups theivewhen politics be-
OIS ablmd‘pon and Pakistan's fragile

under pressure from
ters and US J'msl.dr.-nt Unnalrﬂ ‘Tump's
punishing tariifs, The febrile political
environment has left the country's
minorities feeling increasingly insecure.
The stakes for India are high, because Its
own efforts to manage the border, mi-
gration,and counterterrorism depend on
the regime in Dhaka maintaining order,
Atfirst glance, Thalland's turmoll and

rbates this dynamic,

I mm. lndln perspective, Pakistan's
troubles are more than a domestic lssue,
because they regularly threaten tosplll
across the Line of Control in Kashmir,
fuelling terrorlsm, destroying any pros-
jpect for reglonal peace, and even Intro-
ducing the spectre of a nuclear catastro-
[phe. This mnllnunu.smsum]lty cl\a.lm
India to the sul

Ithough India hasstead d

the face of the storm, the 1 ng;nnal and
Trurmp-induced volatility is making it
harder to malntain the country's trea-
sured strategic autononyy. The task now s
nolongertodeepen tieswith America, but
to malntain the strategic, technalogical,
and economic core of the partnership
while building resistance agalnst sudden
shiftsin US palicy.

India is not seeking dominance in
SouthAsla. ltisgoal ks to build aninclusive,
rules-based, and connected reglon—and
thus transform a history of recurring
crises intoa future of enduring stability.
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How India Inc needs to transform

ALPESH SHAH
CHAARYVI GUPTA

Respectively MD and seriar partner,
aned project leader, BCG

Unlocking potential requires each ownership model—
PSUs, family-run businesses, start-ups, institutional
corporates, and MNCs—to accelerate its evolution

IN THE CLASSIC fairy tale, the evil queen
famously asked, "Mirror, mirror on the
wall, wha's the falrest of them all? It's a
question that transcencs falry tales—ech-
oed in classrooms, debated on sports fle-

lels, and whlspemd In bna.rdmms Jnd&}'.

puters, China has about 15%, with the remaining 100 disteibuted
The UK holds around 3% of world compute capacity—about 1.8 gigawatts—
with ambitions to reach six glgawatts by 2030. That would barely match the
data-centre capacity of a single project by Meta PMlatforms Inc., which Is cur-
rentlybuilding a five-glgawatt server farm in Louisiana that Mark Zuckerberg
says will be the size of Manhattan,

Of course, Britain and other nations shouldn't solely rely on US data cen-
tres to store their digital wealth; it's prudent to bulld thelr own computing
facilities as insurance to be able to operate normally in the midst of a global
market disruption, for instance, But there are different types of data centres,

lhemnmlhan £1 'hll] {5 1.4 billion) the government has pled ged in pub-
country'sAl tralningcay forexample, would
I.m better spent elsewhere; when It comes to the global
race to bulld Al's most pnwerrul models, that ship has
salled. Openal, Alphabet Inc’s Google, DeepSeck, and
Anthropie already dominate the market, "At the fron-
tier it's going to be hard for anyone besides the US or
China tobe competitive,"says Keegan McBride, a senior
pelicy adviser in emerging tech and geopolitics at the
Tony Blair Institute, a non-profit srganisation, "We're
starting to see the market question whether we need
to continue ta bulld out more in the tralnlng front”

Britain should instead focus an bullding server
facilities that run Al services, or "inference” in tech
parlance. Agood example is Google's funding ofa data
centre 20 miles north of central London, almed at
powering the company's Al consumer and business
services, Rather than try and match the US on infra-
structure, Britain should utilise the expensive plumbing that Silicon Valley has
already spent billions of dollars developing by building companies en top. UK
start-ups such as Synthesia, Poly.al,and Wexler.al are examples of flrms selling
services that address specific needs for legal firms or training and marketing.

The UK should alse accelerate its efforts to epen the spigots of cash from
thewell-heeled British finance Industry te local start-ups. Across Europe, pen-
shon funds allocate just (L018% of their assets to the venture capital firms that
back new technology companies, sccording to research from London-based
venture capital flem Atomico, By comparison, American pension funds put an
eatimated 2%- 3% into VC, unlocking huge pools of capital far Silicon Valley
to tap. Britain's Manslen House compact, in which the country’s leading pen-
shon funds promised to invest much more in VC, is a good start. But it should
move faster, push bigger I and make s p to
ambitious UK start-ups, and not just blg property orm[laqtruclum deals

Rather than chasing Slicon Valley's lead on infrastructure, Britain should
focus on making its finance sector work harder for homegrown 'tech. Data-cen-
tre investments make for impressive headline numbers, but there's little polnt
trying to compete with America’s entrenched deminance in Al compute or
hyping the number of jols that will be created from servieing miles of server
racks, The UK, like other European nations, needs to leverage that infrastruc-
ture to create new firms—and spend more on them to fuel Innevation for the
longer term,

PARMY
OLSON

Blaomberg
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thecory
fthy Mhich hipmadelistr-
wly the best! The answer,backed by BCG's
deepdive lnte 500 + of India's top compa-
nies (Nifty 500) and start-ups, is clear:
there lsnosinglewinning model, nstead,
context s everything, each ownershi
type—public sector undertakings [I’Susi
family-run businesses start-ups, institu-
tional corporates, and multinational cor-
perations (MNCs)—performs best when
aligned with its sectoral environment,
Family businesses thrive in trust-dri-
vensectorslike real estate, bealthcare, and
mining, where legacy, Jong-term orlenta-
thon,and deep local ties offer cnmpelmw.-

one thing is clear—yesterday’s playbook
will notwork for tomaorrow, India Ine must
transform tosecure India's rightful glabal
standing.

P5Us have seen a remarkable resur-
gencewith the Nifty PSE Index delivering
330 compound annual growth rate since
2020, Looking ahead, PSUs need to move
flnmm[nlrmmmnwntm Todoso,they
st ol inleader-

The strength of family run businesses
lies in lang-term mpltal commitment,

vernance,capltal discipline,andanchor
bu-clnn“ models in unit economics and

cont ol dl il 1trust

leornsof to-

networks, However, global aml'.\mnnmq
uires a shift from Intultive to Institutio-
nal=with better capital allocation disci-
pline, professional boards, and globally
capable leadership while Ing the

daymmu!urhagchamplnmoftnnwm
India Ine is firing across ownership
types: PSUs are modernising and com-
peting, start-ups are building for the
wineld I I

L‘ntmpmmurlal edge, This i not achoice
dition and transformation,it's

ship develapment, innovation capacity,

il Hys that alk d,
autenomy,and risk-taking,
The next phase of PSU eve-

MNCs are deepening localisation, and
institutional corporates are exporting
llence. Combinedwith India's demo.

about bullding bridges bet

Leading Indian institutional corpo-
rates have bullt strong rep-
utatlons on consistent TSH,

graphic dividend, digital infrastructure,
capital market maturity, and vibrant
e, this creates a

advantage, P5Us dominate capital-int

lution needs more than pol- PSUs must shift strong RoE, and industry moment of global inflection, After
iy push—it needs perform- from policy to leading governance, Whe- decades of dominance by the West, and
anee-led agility Innovation, of theritis digital finance, ari- the surge of [apan and China in the
and autonommy, . P? armo:!co‘ ficial intelligence, nrsupply BOh/90s and 20008, India is emerging as

MKNCs b Inelia have lon Ir firms  chains,th the next frontler, The number
been hallmarks of bran miust lead in ersmust it t of Indian P on Forbes' Global
strength,margin resilience, innavation and ing excellence to creating 2000 has crossed 50, as many as China
and capital disclpline. con- e global benchmarks, from hadin 2003 {today China has 350+) and

Ly deli highto o P conslstency to category  thewajectory is only upward,

1l shareholds

slve, policy-aligned sectors—energy, util-
Itles,andbankl h leand com-

..asu}

pliance ||ump speed Institutional

corparate

and
Notably, the lndbm anm n[ most MNCs
enjoysi

tries like information technology and

cipling, execution rlgnur,:nd operational
scalability are vital. Start-ups lead In eon-
sumertech and fintech—fast-paced inno-
vatlon-driven domalns, but are nearly
abaentin regulated, infrastructure hna
donmalns M) Lsamlmplemlum Jran
led eategories like consumer goods, yet
struggle in sectors demanding high pal-
I.cymn-cltl\lltyol localaphty

While Ind

njoy significantly higher price-to-eam-
inggs muiltiples than their global parents,
often two-three times, Yet, growth rem-
alns aweak spot, somuch sothat ln many
“sareceding share. 5

dership, With the right

investments in R&D, intel-

lectual property creation, and adpcem

Innovation, they have the potential to

become global benchmarks not just in
scale, but also nfluence,

.‘itart-upﬂ are reshaping India's busi-

hinges on India- first strategies—deeper
locallsation, faster Innovatlon, unlocking
white uncm  experimenting with alter-
native distribution and digital, and tap-
plng emerging consumer aspirations in
amaller towns, MNCs need to move from
belng peemium play focused to growth-
focused loc

THE EDITOR

Trade vs energy security

Apmpos of “Russian ail dilemrma® (FE,

mUL genpnlmcnleupectatmns muld

ness land, d tically, redefining
how Indians consume and transact, And
they are Increasingly global: A0%of seed-

funded start-ups are now targeting inter-
natlonal markets from day one, a clear
example of India bullding for the world.
Yet, breakneck growth must evolve inte

iblemodels—f 4

But unlocking this potentlal requires
each ownership model to accelerate lts
evolution, MNCs must reinvent for rele-
vance. Family businesses must scale with
discipline, Start-ups must pivot from
speed to sustainability, PSUs must slu[t
from
flems must Iaad In innovation and
thought leadership. If each ownership
maodel steps into [ts next evolutionary
stage,then, by 2047, as India turns 100,it
won't just be participating in but reshap-
ing the global corporate landscape,
Isecause,lhe next era of global business

nability. Start-ups must now focus an

essential to reconcile @ energy S:N_‘ul'lty'
h

beabout East orWest,
Ttmight just be bullt n India,

traae talks; India should try to find a

| tracle
elevme India's diplomatic profile, and

ber 17}, India conf ]

strategic conundrum: Should it curtall
Russian oil imports to facilitate a more
advantageows trade relationship with
the LIS? Russian crude has historically
provided india with economical and
refiable energy supply, underpinning
industrial growth and macroecono-
mic stability. Conversely, acquiescing

Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg, New Delhi-11000%. Phene: (120-6651500, [Cover price; Patna: 12, Rapue; €12, Srinagas €15 Chaiman of the Board: Viveck Goerka, Edites; §hyamal Majurmdas, Ediar (Delii Shobhara 5

strategic partnerships, But
an abrupt cessation risks inflating

gy | ]
miarkets, and constraining economic
momenturn, Palicy maleers must per
form a delicate balancing act, weigh
ing immediate economic repercus
sions against long-term geopaolitical
dividends, Strategic foresight is

witl florging
deeper trade and strategic synengies
with & key global ally.

N Sadhasiva Reddy, Bengaluru

Balancing act
Trump's tariff threst to India for buying
crude ail frorm Russia isn't going away
anytime scon and India is cauwght in
the LIS-Russia crossfire. The LIS has
taken the positive step of resuming

Russian and other
crude oil suppliers to keep Tromp in
good humour, but itis easier said than
dane. If global oil prices ae expected
to come down itwill open up many
options for India, US trade negotiators
mvust understand such a shift won't
happen ovemnight, but gradually,

Bal Gavind, Moida
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Opinion

Welfare at the mercy of the machine

n American novelist, Kurt

Vonnegut's novel, Player

THano, the author imagines

a society where human
labour is displaced by machines,
Published in 1952, the novel shows
henw high levels of automation
create an extremely polarised
sociery with engineers running the

i on one side and the

the mercy of
- In the novel, Finnerty, a
brilliant engireer, upon realising
hew such automation results
dehumanisation, wryly remarks,
“I only it weren't for the people,
the goddamned people, always
getting tanghed up in the
machinery, earth would be an
engineer's paradise.” Seven
decades later, we are witnessing
hew weliare delivery in India is
uming into a software “engineer’s
paradise” with a technocratic
umion government and its digital
automation tools on the ane side
and frontline workers at the mercy
of these twols on the other, The
lstest of these is the mandatory
use of Facial Recognition Software
(FRS) in Anganwadis.

Anganwadis were first
established in 1975 w address
child malnutrition as part of the
Integrated Child Development
Scheme, There are about 14,02
lakh anganwadis in India and
EVErY cenime is meant o have at
least one Angamwadi worker
(AWW) and one Anganwadi
helper, wh are women from the
local community. Along with
preschool and other services, each
Anganwadi is entrusted with
providing legally mandated Take
Home Rations (THE for children
under three years and for
pregnant and lactating women
{under the National Food Security
Act, 2003,

Aim of verification, hurdles

In 2021, the Union government
launched the Poshan Tracker, a
centralised application platform,
w0 IINHIIIHI' nulr|lmn I|'| Iw.'i
The AWW has to install the Poshan
tracker app on her smartphaone
and periodically upload the
nutritional status of children, The
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Rathons. in
Anganwandis
showild not
depend on Face
Recognitlon
Software

app requires regular updates
which many AWWs are not
equipped to do. From July |, the
THR for pregnant/lactating
wormien will not be given unless
these women rights-holders
authenticate their faces through
the FRS, which is now integrated
with this app, To get to this stage,
e KYC has to be first completed,
where the woman's Asdhaar and
biometric details are entered and
werified by OTP. The purpose of
these appears to be two-fold, First,
that u child or woman is not fal
to be somehody else o get food.
Second, that a child's food is not
stolen by the AWW or anyone.
That is, children and AWW are
pre-supposed to be guilty of
wrongdoing and not pre-supposed
to be innocent; which is at odds
with the principles of natural
Justice where ane is innocent until
proven guilty,

Testimonies of several AWWs
underscore the chaos spawned by
the use of the FRS, Many phone
numbers have changed, the phone
is usually not with the woman,
and so there are trust issues in
sharing an OTP, Even once the
WY is completed, there are
errors in matching the faces
recorded in the software for
reasons unclear o the AWWs,
Further, the phones of AWWs do
not have the capacity W process
such heavy data and often hang.
Metwork connectivity is often
patchy resulting in large delays,
Errors in face matching means
that a photograph has to be shot
multiple times, causing annoyance
o all invalved, Even though the
AWW personally knows all the
wormen and children concerned,
and can vouch that they are
authentic, she cannot give them
Food when the app fails 1o
authenticate as she does not hive
the power t override the app,
Being frontline functionaries
means that AWWSs are also at the
Front end of facing the ire of the
‘authentic women' who are unable
1o have their faces authenticated.

Any intervention must be
introduced o address the main
problems people wre facing in

receiving their entitbements, In the
context of THR, there are at least
five major problems: poor quality
ol rations;irvegular supply of THE;
the budget for THR for children
which is T8 per day a child has not
been revised since 2018,
corruption in the granting of
contracts, and supply by large
commercial entities despite orders
Ty the Supreme Court of India
since 2004 that the production

has scored a point. Iiy
taking it upon himself and the

and distribution should be State government to honour
decentralised and preferably maestro llaiyaraaja, on a mass
throagh seli-help groups and scale, on his completion of 50

amahilen mandals, Wommen faking
pregnancy or children faking o
gt rations is not ane of the core
fowever, this is
ppears to be
solving. Similar to technological
interventions in other welfare
programmes, the FRS has also
been introduced withowt any
consultation with Anganwadi staff,
IF thwe government has any reports
on massive fraud with “fake
beneficiaries” being registered,
these must frst be made public for
scrutiny. The best way to verify
people in anganwadis is through
community monitoring,

In perspective

Techrologies such as the FRS have
usually been wsed in criminal
investigations. While there are
severil CONCErnS in using FRS in
such investigations too, using such
techmologies w identily women
and children from vulnerable
CoTumunities appears o reat
them as criminals and ot as
witizens, In fact, the FRS i banned
even in San Francisco,
Mecca of digital tL-chmllm.I
Early childhood care cannot be
held hostage till a software
becomes better at recognising
muothers. Extending Vonnegut's
caution, women and children
should not become laborxtories in
an “engineer's paradise”. After all,
what is at stake is a choice
between authenticating and the
authentic, between dehumanising
and dignity, and between
fracturing and fraternity,

“The views expressed are personal

in the film industry and
mposing & symphony,
Mr. Stalin has focused on what
the  Bharatiya j.nn-n.l Pmy
(BJP) failec to capitalise oo

stead of feting lla

at if he can be a
supporber of the BIP and a fol-
lower of Prime Minister Na-
, 50 can the aver-
age Tamil, who is pious and
religious, the party has done
livtle om the ground o build en
laiyaraaja's popularity and
aCceprance,

Itis not as

the BJI* has not

accorded laiyaraaja his due,
The party nominated him o
the Rajva Sabha, invited him
to perform a both the Kashi
Tamil Sangamam (2022), and

July 2025) which Mr. Meodi vi-
sited to mark 1,000 years
since Chola King Rajendra I's
conguest of the North, But the
EIP's inertia in felicitating or
announcing the conferment of
the Bharat Ratna on i -
Jja has given Mr. Stalin a leg up
and reinforce the point that
the maestro transcends nar-
row barriers and belongs
the world of music, At a func
tion in Chennai on September
13, Mr. Stalin made an appeal
o the BIP government to con-
fer the Bharat Rama on aiva-
ruaja. It is wn appeal that the
EIP cannot ignore.

Naiyaraaja said. "1 am over-
whelmed and overjoved by
the scale of the event.. Why
such love? Perhaps it is be

Tamil Nadu

cause of my music. Only he
(Mr Stalin) can answer. .. Per-
haps he considered my sym-
phony [to be| a great achieve
ment, | believe he must have
Felt [that] it was the duty of the
State government to honour a
amil who has gained world-
wide fame."

1t was a masterstroke by Mr,
Stalin. In March this year, llai-
yaraaja had travelled to Lon-
don to release his new compo-
sition - a symphony that was
to be performed by the Royal
Philharmonic Orchestra, The

moment this became lmm-
Mr. Stalin

ited the m.n.-s:lm

ception for the music maestro
on his return. llaiyaraaja re-
venled that he had expressed
his desire to Mr, Stalin to bring
the Royval Philharmonic Or-
chestra to Tamil Nadu, and re-
cialled Mr, Stalin's tion -
“Yes, it can be done.”

Mr., Stalin is aware that Ilai-
despite his poli
leanings, is a source of Tamil
pride and represents cultural
capital, When llaiyaraaja was
trolled on social media by
DMK supporters after he de-

scribed the consecration of

the Ram Temple as a "historic
day" and praised Mr. Modi,
Mr. Stalin intervened 1o stop
the campaign. Al his fans may
not share his political ideolo-
gy, but they will not tolerate
any o m made against
Maiyar ¢ was Mr. Stalin's
Late father and the longest-

Hitting all the right notes

Chiel Minister MK Stalin steals BJIs thul

jom of maestro Haiyi

serving Tamil Nadu Chiel Mi-
nister, M. Karunanidhi, who
hadd conferred the title “lzafg-
mani on aiyvaraaja, The musi-
cian, whose hlrlhd.:y fulls en

the day to ]nnl 2

At the felicittion ceremo-
ny. llaivaraaja, who would
usually begin his concert with
an  invocation of Goddess
Mookambiga, by rendering fa-

mani fanani, instead chose a
film song, Amuthe Tamiley Az
hagiye Mozhive Enathurivers
('Mectar-like Tamil is a beauti-
ful language and my life'), It
struck a chord with the au-
dience which included Mr,
Stalin, his cabinet colleagues
and officials,

A day later, lNalyaraaja ac-
ceded to Mr. Stalin's request ~
that he should compese music
for Sangam period liverature,
Ialyaraaja’s  announcement
has been well appreciated,

Alter his close association
with the Communist Move
ment - his elder brother, Pa-
vitlar Varadharajan was a
ger popularising the ideology
and polities, with Uaiyaraaja
and their other brothers as i
strumentalists Haiyaraaja
was politically neutral, but re-
tained an identity of being a
devotee of Ramana Maharshi
of Tiruvannamalai,

aja anel his brothers
% of writer and
Commumnist-turned- Congress
supporter Jayakanthan,
another Tamil icon. Jayakan-
than was a bitter critic of the
Dravidian Movement, but Ki-
runanidhi succeeded in wine
ning him over, stunning Jaya-
kanthan's admirers.

Mr, Stalin appears o have
taken the cue from his father
and done the same thing with
adyaranja, living up o the dic.
tum of CN. Annadurai, the
founder of DME, that " jasmine
smells sweet even if it blooms
in another’s garden.”

The hard truth about out-of-pocket health expenditure

NHA estimates of out-ol-pocket health spending need wider validation bevond a single survey base

| DATA POINT

expenditure (O0PE) by hou-

seholds is the main source of
finaneing for health care, In an
OOPE-based system, when a fami-
Iy member falls ill, we either dip
o our savings, sell , or bor.
row to meet health-care expendi-
tures. If one is poor, the option is
either to Forgo care and die or get
pushed into further destitution
due to the costs of care, tren

l n India, direct out-of pocket

are taken out of school, women
work longer hours to earn a littlle
mnn. and m:llu. d[l with miagre

hr.'.IITh !lhnclu: the vicious eycle of
poverty and ill-health intensifies,

India’s National Health Account
(NHA) estimates show a declining
trend in OOPE s o proportion of
total health expenditure as well as
GDP, Various recent policy initia-
tives of the government af the day
are being credited for this decline.
A decline in OOPE, if materialised,
is a positive development, Howey-
er, itis prudent to scrutinise 5
timates derived from the National

Sample  Surveys (N33} belore
Jumping Ly convenient
conclusions,

We conducted a comparative
analysis of the NHA estimates with
other lirge sample surveys and Na-
tional Income Accounts estimates.
Our results point w the need for
revisiting the argued decline in
OOPE and 1o adopt a more cau-
tionns and comparative approach,

NHA captures  spending  on
health by various sources, tracks
the schemes through which these
funds are channelised to various
providers in a given period of
for a given geagraphy. 1t derives
OOPE estimates from various hou-
sehold surveys, mainly using the
National Sample Survey (NSS), For
some components not covered un-
der WSS, the National Family
Health Surveys (NFHS) and private

M
3

om the sale of medicines
are used, The latest health round
of the NS5 was for 201718 (75th
round), which forms the basis of
the 20718 NHA estimates. The
NHA 201718 reported a steep de-
cline in OOPE as 4 proportion of
health expendinn G in
200314 and 49% in 2001718, For
subsequent rounds, OOPE esti-
TIES aTe an extrapolation of 2007
nates, adjusting them for
ise, For the latest year of
NHA (2021-22), the share has come
down 10 39% (Chart 1),

The decline in OOPE, based on
the NS5 75th round, however,
needs further seruting, This could
largely be on account of a de -Imr_-
in ailment reporting and wtilisa-
tion of hospitalisation services,
rather than any reduction in the
it of health-care ces. Sourc:
es such s Longitudinal Apeing
Study in India (LASD show a much
higher level of wilisation of hospi-
talisation services by the elderly,

One of the latest sources of

prr.'ndltumSun'r;)'{[liﬂi.]--:!w-l'l.
This data show that OOPE as a
share of household consumption

expenditure {HC

the share of OOPE in HI
creased to 5.9% from 5.5%
areas and from 6.9% 1o 705 in ur-
ban areas (Chart 2). 1If OOPE had
truly declined in this period, iis
shiare in HCE should have also de-
climed. An increased proportion of
the household budget going for
health inclicates that health care is
becoming more expensive,

The NHA OOPE estimates have
not been able to capture the mas-
sive distress eaused by COVID-19,
A you would note, the NHA num-
bers show a secular decline, Since
none of the NSS rounds has dats
for the COVIDAG period, we have
used the Consumer Pyramics Hou-
sehold Survey conducted by
Centre for Monitoring Indian Eco-
nomy (CPHS-CMIE), which sur.
veys esch household at least thrice
a year, Since the CMIE has its limi-
tations, it may not be compared

with the NS5 in absolute. To make
them comparable,
dexed hath
OO0PE absolute numbers as 100
(2006-17) and traced the rend over

time, The NHA numbers show a

steep decline in 200718 and then &

very gradual crawli
3). In comparison, the
mtes ahow g steep decling during
the COVIE9 years and then a 'V

shaped increase in OOPE, Current
NHA estimates miss out these fluc-
tations completely, hence seem-
ing unrealistic.

The NHA is supposed to be a sa-
tellite aceount of the Natienal In-
come Account (NIA), NIA esti
mates private final consumption
expenditure on health as well, NlA
estimates of the share of house-
hald spending on health in GDI*
depict a steady increase over these
years, while NHA numbers show a
decline (Chart 4). Apart from di-
rect O0PE, households also spend
an insurance premiums. Even if
we take both into account, we still
see a steep unexplained decline in
NHA estimates,
mates show a continuous rise,

Current NHA estimates remain

conveniently confined within their
methodological  limitations  and
help draw paolitically motivated
policy conclusions., The problem is
that it depends heavily on one data
set, which,
has not been able to capture the
reality pertaining to the hardships
that households are facing in seek:
ing health care, While medicine
prices are skyrocketing, all other
evidence indicates that health care
i ing costlier,
NS5 Morbidity round re-
miing one of the mest important
sources of details of how and
where households spend money.
All dats gourees have their limita.
tions and challen
ones we have
health round estimates need o be
complemented with various other
data sources and methods o pro-
duce more realistic macro health
policy numbers for national health
acconnts.

FROM THE ARCHIVES
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Dual-Colour for Cars
The data for the charts were sourced from NHA, National i () 1 ]
we have in- I.ll'lllll'l Health Systems Resource Centre, Minkstry of Health and A\‘lrtb (:nlll.‘)](]“h
the CMIE and NHA .mn“ Hmlly\\hlm NationalIncome Accounts, PFCE NEW DELHI, Sepe, 17,
. R Dual-eolowr cars are safer and less prone to be
pracfsdafimsngloal rus into by other drivers, This is stated in a
arvd Puie Peicy, 6.7 paolice journal report prepared by Mr, Gautam
Hnial Gt University, Kaul of the Delhi Police after studying data from
ot four countries, According to the report, white is
o i o A
rumamm*ma the satest bor a single colour coat while black can
nﬂnﬁmmsw b deceptive becawse of its poor light reflection
TISS, Marmbial, WAt CMIE articularly at might 1 . .
particularly at night. The report says that the
detaputs hom et palice had suggested 10 the Indian car
0.8 Andol Globai manufacturers o bring about eolour changes
but the manufacturers pleaded inability because
a a double-colowr coat would increase lhu prices
Chart 1 mm&,’hwr and the generally had preferenc)
W‘*l’f’l‘m yeor af HHA (2021-22) for certain colours, The report says that for good
a5 3 sharw of hility at night a vehicle should reflect at least
total health 50 | all of an approaching vehicle's lights.
awpaEnditune Eight colours come upto this standard and they
. A0 are: white (84 per cent), eream (70 per cent),
T ot 4 ivory (67 per cent), light pink (66.5 per cent),
atinna! Health yellow (57 per cent), flesh (516 per cent), buff
Sputems Resowes 30 (51.5 per cent ) and light grey (51.5 per cent).
ooy i i - It sabd that black colour could be very effective
im increasing visibility if used in combination
Chart 33 with these colol The repart quoted a study by
1 Outaf pochet the University of California (USA) which showed
mpamiy that the colour of an approaching car “definitely
while NIA esti E heusehold influenced” a driver's judgment of how far sway
' consimption the vehicle was, - NI,
#
A HUNDRED YEARS AGOD SEFTEMBER 18, 1925
' s | Dietary Allowances in
Service Scheme- N
Hawiherd i .
. Madras Hospitals
for various reasons, LEHNG a0 #0112 ket Sorvay Committes Recommends An Increase
17884 The Hospital Dietary Charges Committes
Chart 3: Trands presided over by the Surgeon-General has
I ot piacioet. 15 [ k- INpe] [ a1 conchided is sittings, 1t is understood that they
ml"d":“:‘d have recommended an increase of annas 2 in
ety 08 300 Ty the rate allowed for the diet of the Indian as well
A estimates a5 Anglo-Indian patients admitted to the Stae
" Hospitals in the city, which increase will
Souvee: Motk expected, cover the extra expenditure entailed
Heafths Authority-hdex 200617 201920 20073 by the higher price for which some of the
impaortant articles for diet such as bread, milk
Househokd hash (HA) — and ehicken were contracted for this year,
! 3 ] L *30 penditureon The increase is from 8 and 10 As for Indian and
ncluding the P —— health and out Anglodndian diet 1o 10 and 12 As, mupm.llw.-l)
ed, The NSS §. =" " i o It is aleo understood that the Commit
ﬁ‘ LT asshore of GOP recommended that in future the Supe
. Mousahold DOPE (NHA) 18 S of the different hospitals should be given the
At power o contract or the supply of the
u Avcouunts, Frivarce necessary dietary articles independent of the
200314 WiT-18 FIFIF) General who this year, had contracted
e i rm .1I| the hespitals in the city.
ew
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NEWS IN NUMBERS
Lawsuit filed by

Zambian farmers
against mining firms

In § billlan. Almaost 200
80 people affected by o major

taxle spill at a narthem
Zamblan mine have filed an S80-billion
lawsuit against the Chinese firm that owns
the mine, Millians of litres of acldic waste
were released into streams, rivers, and
fields In February. s

Approved BC quota in

THE:

Value of global cocoa

®HINDU

upcoming Telangana
local body polls

In per cent, Telangana Chief
Minlster A, Revanth Reddy

Hyderabad State's merger with the Indian
Unlan
sald that by extending reservations, 23,973
peaple from Backward Communities will
get political representation. er

spoke on the occaskon of

*Prafa Palana Dinestavam”, He

supply at risk from
climate

In millian tans, The world
could lese up to ene-third of

actlan is not taken against climate change
and erop disease, an industry executive
warned. West Afrlca, which produces 60%
af the world's cocoa, may see losses of
500,000 tons to disease alone.

and disease

I3 cocom supply iF urgent

Hlegal cigarette
consignment seized
in Delhi

In lakh 7. The crime
branch arrested two

consignment of illegal cigarettes. Both
accused were caught In the Farash Khana
area with 3,215 packets contalning 64,300
stichs of various brands, including high-end
s farelgn anes.

Loss to mineral-rich
States if export duty

meen in Delhi with a

compED

is imposed

[LEN
Gaa,

Odisha,

Karnataka will incur o boss of aver 716,000
crore, and the mining industry will become
unvlable If & 30% export duty |s imposed,
miners’ body FIMI has cautioned, m

Than

What is the WagF (Amendment) Act, 20257 On what grounds was the law challenged? Which provisions did the court uphold, and on which did it impose 2

The story so far:
he Supreme Court, on
September 15, declined to
suspend the Wagl
(Amendment) Act, 2025, in its
t‘l‘|||lt‘l'\', but xl<|)L\i the aperation of
certadn contentious provisions |Jcndmg
further judicial soruting. The interim
order, delivered by a Bench led by Chief
Justice of India B.R. Gavai and Justice A.G.
Masih, put on hold the enforcement of
provisions that empowered District
Colbectors to unilaterally decide whether
a property elaimed as wagl belonged o
the government, and the clause
stipulating that only a law
owner who has been pra
at heast fve years could create wagl
thirough a formal deed. 1t also eapped the
mumber of non-Muslims who may be
appeinted to the Central Wagf Counel
and State Wagf Boards.

What did the challenge entail?

Wagf, uncler Islamic Liw, denotes a
charitable endowment through which
property is died el for religious o
philanthropic purposes. The 2025 law,
notified in April as an amendment to the
Waggh Act of 1995 (1995 Act), has been
projected |‘j the BOVEFnMEnt s i

pmpﬂ o8
described it as an .nll.mpl to t‘KlLIId State
control over religious institutions,

Earlier this year, multiple petitioners
maoved the Supreme Court challenging
the kaw om the ground ek nfringed
wpon the Muslim community s
fundamental right o manage its own
religious affairs under Article 26 of the
Constitution. The petitioners included
leaders across the political spectrum,
siich s AIMIM MP Asadiiddin Owiisi,
Trinaimool Congress M Mahia Moitia,
afid RJD MP Manioj Kuiimar Jha, alongside
parties like the YSR Congress and the
Communist Party of India. They argued
that the stipulation requiring an
individual to be a practising Muslim for at
least frve years before c & win)f wis
arbitrary und curtailed religious
freedoms. They also opposed vesting
District Collectors with the authority to
decide ownership disp maintaining
thiat such questions fall within the
exclusive domiin of civil courts and
tribunals. Ancther ground of challenge
wa the decision to allow non-Muslims on
Wagl boards and councils, which,
according to the petitioners, contravened
the minority community's right under
Article 30 to manage its own institutions.

Defending the law, Solicitor Geners
Tushir Mehta submitted that the
amendments were designed o promete
transparency and improve accountabili
in the management of wagf properti
He argued that establishing a system of
centralised registration of properties and
vesting preliminary inguiry powers in
District Collectors would reduce litigation
and ease the load on tribunals. The
povernment also maintained that
ineluding non-Muslim members was
consistent with principles of inclusivity
and oversight, while the iveyear pract
requirement was aimed at preventing
opportunistic claims of conversion.

What are the provisions that have
been stayed?

I its 128 page order, the court upheld the
presum, 1 of constitutionality of the
legislation but cautioned that enforcing it
in full, without safeguards, could have
“serious consequences” for property
rights and weaken minority protections.

i »
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How does SC’s order affect Waqf law?

What are the broader implications for minority rights?

Legal watch: Earlier this

tple petiticners moved

© Supre

community’s fundamental right ta manage its cwn religious affairs under Article 26 of the Censtitution. #1

It therefore stayed certain contentious
provisions, clarifying that these were only
interim directions pending final
adjudication of the constitutional
chiallenge.

The court suspended Section 3C of the
amended kaw, which authorised Districe
ctors to inguire into whether
property claimed as wagf was in fact
government land and to alter revenue
records scoordingly. It also struck down
the clause that automatically divested
e of its wagl status once an
inguiry commenced, calling it “prima
Sacie arbitrary ™ and holding that
duestions of title mist be decided by
Judicial or quasi-judicial bodies. To
halanee int s, thie court clarified that
wagf properties will not be dispossessed
during the pendency of proceedings, but
mutevallis o custodians are barred From
creating third-party rights in the disputed
properties until the matter is finally
decided by Wagf tribunaks or High Courts,

“The court further stressed that lind
belonging to Scheduled Tribes or notified
as protected monuments under central o
State kaws cannot be declared wagf, citing
constitutional safeguards for tribals aml
statutory protections for heritage site
alse noted that the Ancient Mllllllllll.‘mh
and Archaeologi s and Remiains
Act, 1958, allows citbeens to continue their
customary religious practices even within
areas notified as protected monuments,

The 2025 Act amended the definition
of "wagf® to restr d
“person showing or demanstr.
he is practising Islam for at least five
years.” The petitioners challenged this
stipulation as arbitrary and
discriminatory, anguing that it effectively
einpowered exectitive officiils to
adpudicate the religiosity of eitizens, The
Bench, however, declined to strike down
thae prendsion, holding that it was justified
i i measure to prevent the potential
isuse of wagl properties. “The
ssibility of any person not belonging o
the Muslim community converting to the
Islamic religion only to take benefit of the
protection of the Wagh Act to defeat
creditors and evade the law under the
cloak of a plassible dedication cannot be
ruled out,” it observed,

At the same time, the court
acknowledged that no procedure
currently exists to verify whether a
persan has been practising Islam for five

years. It therefore suspended the

1 of the provision until the
ames rules under the Act,
clarifying that the requirement would
take effect only onee such a mechanism is
in place, The Bench also upheld the
related recuirement that anly property
owned by the person ereating the wagf
miry be dedicated, noting that bath
classical Islamic jurisprudence and
principles of charity requine a person to
donate thefr own property, not that of
athers,

The petitioners strongly opposed the
2005 laow's provisions permitting
non-Mislims to serve on Waql boards and
the Central Wagf Coune puing that it
undermined the community’s
constitutional rl,p:hl tor minage its own
religiows affairs, Addressing these
coneerns, the court said that such
participation must be limited. It directed
that the Central Wagl Council
Zrmember national advisory body under
the Union Ministry of Minority Affairs,
shall not include mone than four
non-Muslim members, State Wagl boards,
which have 1l members, were similarly
capped at three non-Muslim members,

The court also noted that the amended
law removes the requirement that the
Chiel Executive Officer of a Wagf 1l[lﬂﬂ.|
should be a Muslim, Accordingly, it
suggested that the post should pr\lc‘r.l'l by
be held by a member of the community,
given the religious character of Wagl
institutions.

sl

What are the provisions that will
continue to operate?

The eourt allewed certain key provisions
toremain in force, relying on the
government's argument that they were
necessary tocurh mismanagement and
mitsuise of Wagl endowments.

The petitioners contested the remeval
of the longstanding doctrine of “wagf by
user,” under which land employed for
Muslim religious or charitable purposes
aver a sustained period could be deemed
waf even without formal registration.
They contended that abolishing this
neiple struck at the very core of wagf
Jurisprodence,

However, the court declined to
suspend the provision's prospective
aperation, chserving that the doctrine
had frequently been exploited to claim
extensive tracts of government land as

Cowrt challenging the law an the ground that it infringed upen the Muslim

waf propert: W are also of the view
that if the legiskature, in 2025, finds that
an account of the concept of “wagl by
user’, huge government properties have
been encroached upon and to stop the
saic menace, it takes steps for deletion of
the said provision, the said amendment,
cannet be said to be

it sabd. The judges also
recalled a 2022 ruling in which the

ourt had struck down a
Pradesh Wagf
Board that sought to designate thousands
of weres of State-owned lind as wagf,

The eourt also upheld the requirement
of pegistering waqf properties on a central
digital portal, reasoning that it is essential
for transparency and neting that such
rlgmr.ultm hiss been required by law
since 1923,

The court refused to stay the
application of the Limitathon Act, 15
waf properties, noting that the statute
applies uniformly to all properties. Under
the 1995 Act, wagf land had been exempt,
allowing Wagf boards to reclaim
encroached property without being
bound by the Act’s 12year limitation
period,

E

(]

What are the implications?
“udsean Mustafu, noted acader

Vice-Chancellor of Chanakya National
Law University, Patna, told The Himdu that

reading too much into th erim order
would be premature since the judgment
still awaited. “The court may
jown a few more problematic

provisions or even uphaold these it has
now sustained,” be said.
On the court’s refusal to treat the

Islam™ as constitutionally suspect, Di.
Mustafia said that the provision effectively
hcials to adjudicate an

religious dedication. Whether one
accepted the faith yesterday or was born
into it makes no difference. Introducing
such a caveat into property rights will
anly result in policing private religious
choices,” he cautioned,

However, e welcomed the court's

fincling that vesting executive officers with
the power to decide questions of title
contravenes the principle of separation of
powers,

v

The Supreme Caurt, an
Septembier 15, stayed certaln
contentiowus provisians of the
Waqf [Amendment] Act, 205,
Including the five-year
practising Islam requirement,
powers of Distrct Collectors o
decide wagl property
awnership, and limits on
nor-Muslim representation in
Wil boards.

-

Pravisians that remaln In force
Include the derscognition of
‘wagl by user” properties, the
requirement to reglster wagl
propertes an a central digtal
portal, and the application of
the Limitation Act ta wagf
Lands.

-

The crder alms ta protect
property nights and minarity
protectans, ensure judical
averslght of deputes, and
prevent exscutive overreach,
while the final judgment on the
2025 Act s still pending.
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Moplah prisoners go on trial in Calicut, GETTY MaGES

A little-known resistance in Malabar region
during the run-up to Independence

A new book sheds

shit on the ‘Malabar Revolt” in an area which had a history of Muslims and Hincus collaboratively persevering in their defiance

against colonial forces; other books explore its links to the Khilafat movement and why it is more than a peasant uprising

Ziya Us Sal

rowing up in Delhi, one had
omly & limited idea about the
resistance movement in the
Malabar region. The popular
history books tended to treat it at best as a
little outpost of the freedom movement.
Moted historian Bipan Chandra in India’s
Struggle for Independence (Penguin)
dubbed it as a peasant movement.

“In August 1921, peasant discontent
erupted in the Malabar district of Kerala.
Here, Mapypila tenants rebelled. Their
grievances related to lack of any security
of terure, renewal fees, high rents. . the
impetus for resistance had first come
from the Malabar District Congress
Conference at Manjeri in April 1920,"
Chandra writes. Sumit Sarkar too,
confined himself to calling it an
“anti-landlord revolt” in his book, Modern
I'ndia (1885-1547), published by Pearson.
There have been noises about the
association with the Khilatat movement in
academic circles, though. Just as there are
historians who see it merely from a
communal prism. A holistic picture had
failed o emerge.

Enlightening exploration
Some belated but well-deserved attention.
on the resistance movement has come
courtesy Abbas Panakkal's Musaliar King:
Decolonial Historingraphy of Malabar's
Resistance (Bloomsbury). Starting off as an
exploratory exercise on the 75th
anniversary of the movement, Panakkal’s
venture transtorms into an enlightening
journey.

Early in the book, the author writes,
“The socio-geographical landscape of our

community underwent profound
transtormations in the wake of the
cataclysmic events of 1921-22. This epoch
witnessed a staggering loss of lives,
forced displacement of familie:
maosgue of Tirurangadi emerged as a
veritahle repository of memories and
narratives, a historical bastion of
ideological resistance against the British
colonial apparatus.” Fittingly, it was on
the commemaoration of the 75th
anmiversary of the 192 resistance that
Panakkal started his exploration,
speaking to the family members of those
directly imvolved.

Amaong them was Mubhammaed Al
Musaliar, grandson of Ali Musaliar, a
luminary of the 1921 struggle. The British
referred o Ali Mu: ras a king; the
locals regarded him as a community and
spiritual leader, calling him Musaliar
Uppapa. Indeed, if Musaliar was a ‘king',
Malabar was his ‘kingdom'.

Incidentally, the term Malabar is
derived from the vernacular Ma
signitying hill, and the athx ori
from the Arabic word barr, which means

a long tradition of anti-colonial resistance
dating back to the 16th century. “Muslims
amd Hindus collaboratively persevered in
their resistance against colonial forces,”
writes Panakkal.

This strong anti-colonial stance had
unforeseen consequences. The British,
with not a Little help from some Indian
officials, sought to undermine the
movement. Among them was C. Gopalan
Nair, Malabar district deputy collector,
who “unabashedly deployed his literary
prowess in favour of the British cause”.
Observes Panakkal: "The usage of terms

the source of all goodness. The region had

such as Malabar Bevolt and Moplah

Rebellion to delineate these struggles
emblematic of this issue. Revolt itself
term crafted by colonial administration,
characterising violent actions aj
recognised government or ruler”

‘Peaceful coexistence”

There were others, though, whose hearts
beat for the kocals, luminaries who either
linked the resistance to the Khilafat
maovement or, in isolation, read it as an
agrarian struggle. Among them were
Saumyendranath Tagore, who regarded it
@8 "an organic and spontanecus ‘uprising”
of the Malabar peasantry against British
imperial rule” and E.M.S,
Namboodiripad, who too "didn't discount
the role played by agrarian discontent”™,
There was a common thread: the
oppression and exploitation meted out by
colonial officials and landlords was no less
severe upon the Hindu peasants as they
were on their Muslim counterparts.
Writes Panakkal, “The Malabar narrative
heralded a rare phenomenon: the
harmonious convergence of Hindus and
Muslims. This coalition was underpinned
by a shared objective — to oust the
oppressor - and a collective aspiration for
a peaceful coexistence in the region.”

It is something with which even RN,
Hitchcock, police superintendent of
Malabar, agreed. As written by N.P.
Chekkutty in Mappila amd Comrades: A
Century of Commumnist-Muslim
Relations (Other Books). "Hitchcock also
reveals that Hindus were imolved in the
rebellion, at least in some parts of the
affected areas. “The Hindus took an active
part only in the extreme south-eastern
area of the Valluvanad taluk and in small

numbers for a concise time. They were
sponsible tor much property
n his persuasively argued
ith much of the focus on the
post-resistance time in the late 1930s and
405, Chekkutty also talks of the rebels not
harming any substantial section of the
local population before going on to
document the failure of the Congress to
retain bocal Muslim support after the
resistance movernent. It was a vacuum
which both the Communist Party of India
and the All India Muslim League
attempted to fill.

The Khilafat angle

Interestingly, against this background of
common cause transcending the confines
of faith came the pan-lslamist Khilafat
movement. Things became even more
ironic as Malabar's historical tapestry of
anti-colonial resistance “had been woven
with threads of unity binding Muslims
and non-Muslims in a shared ‘jihad” to
safeguard the throne of the Hindu king,
the Zamorin of Calicut,” as analysed by
Panakkal. Khilafat, Non-Cooperation,
Mappila, with seemingly disparate social
elements, all fused to bring about a strong
anti-colonial movernent.

Indeed, here both the communities
enjoved a rare camaraderie, and there
was a happy collective involvement even
in religiously significant events like
the nercha and utsawam. During the latter,
Muslim families returned with bags full of
jaggery candies, much like Ali Musaliar
used to do for Amina, his daughter. Sums
up Panal “The experience of Muslims
and Islam in South India s different from
the experience in North India, and thisis
not trivial.”
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THE DAILY QUI
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Please send in your answers o
daityquizithehindu.co.n

Nepal has had a tumultuous September with the fall of its government and Parliament.
Here's a quiz on the country’s key leaders

Srinivasan Ramani

[

QUESTION 1

This person was the first demaocratically
elected Prime Minister of Nepal. Name this
praminent Nepall keader who staunchly
believed in demacratic sacialism.

[

QUESTION 2

Considered the key foundes of the communist
movernent in Nepal, this person played a
rnajor rale in the streggles against the
sutocratic Ranacracy in Nepal, which ended
in 1951, This person sowght to align with the
Mepali Congress in a democratic movemerit
agadnst the monarchy. Hame him,

b

QUESTION 3

The yaunges brathes of the persan mentianed
in Question 1, this leader played a prominent
rale ir the 1390 Jan Andolan that led ta the

M
K

democratisation of the country from the
Pachayat system 1o a constitutional
monarchy.

[N

QUESTION 4

A praminent Communist leader, this persan
was alsa actively invelved in Jan-Andalan |
and s considered the key mover behind the
largest communist party (in Nepal), the
CPH-UMLs dactrine of “people's multi-party
democracy”, This persan’s life was cut short in
a tragic and suspicious road accident in 1993
Name him.

[

QUESTION §

This farmer P of Mepal s considered one of
the key architects of the process of electing a
papular Constituent Assembly 1o rewrite its
Constitution and of the transfermation of
Hepal frem a constititional monarghy inta &
republic. Mame him, and alse what is his
cannection to Jawaharlal Nehou University?

Visual Question:

Identify the twa prominent Negali leaders in the pletire
[2znd and 3rd fram left) alongside Pandit Nehrw, The
picture was taken in 1951 WIKINEDLA COMMONS

Questions and Answers to the previous
day"s daily quiz: 1. In 2004, PM Badi led the
BJP to & parliamentary majority. This was the
first for the BIP since. Ans: 1984

2 Mr. Madi wrote a Gujarati-language book
which describes events during the Emergency.
Ans: Sangharsh Ma Gujarat

3. Which natitwution was replaced by the NITI
Aayog? Ans: Planning Commission

4. Mr. Madi entered the Gujarat State
Legislature after winning a byelectian in? Ams:
Rajket Il

5. Mr. Modi wrote a foreword to a 2014
textboak by which Indian educationist? Ane:
Dinanath Batra

6. PM was a candidate in 2 LS constituencies
in 2014, Ans: Varanasi, Vadodara

Visual: This image signifies the launch of a
new initiative in 2014, Ans: Swachh Bharat
Abhiyaan on Dctober 2, 2014

Early Birds: C Saravanan | Sachan Kumar
Panda | Murari Mishea | Anubhay gugta

Know your
English

Upendran

“Where are you off to?”

"To the market. [ need to buy snome
vegetables™

"I you are planning to buy onions,
your'd better take Bala, Someone told me
that he knows his onions.”

“"Hal Ha! Hal"

"What's s0 funmy?"

"To 'know one's onions” has nothing to
do with buying onions. It's an idicmatic
expression meaning to be skilled or well
informed. For example, every office
needs workers who know their onions™

"We need teachers who know their
onioms.”

"That's true. | had a teacher who was
off her onion.”

"0ff her onion! What does it mean?
Someone who doesn’t eat onions?™

"No. No! When you say someone is ‘off
his/her onion', it means he/she is crazy.
For example, our local MP is off his
onion”

1= it an informal expression?”

"That's righe.”

"I have a friend who is off his onions.
Gopa! He met the Principal yesterday and
said that we should have a debate on
Ayodhya."

"Good! What is his onion! Doesn't he
know that Ayodhr hot potato?”

"What does it mean?”
ubject that is controversial or
sensitive that people don't want 1o deal
with it. is called a hot potato. For
example, in many countries, the subject
of abortion has become a hot potato.”

"Some years ago, the Mandal
Commission Report became a political
hot potato in India.”

"That's why some people wanted to
drop it like a hot potato.”

“To drop something like a hot potato!
Dioes it mean to get rid nmething
unwanted very guickly’

"To get rid of someone or something
that is unwanted, very quickly.

For example, when Somu realised that
Sunitha didn’t have any money, he
dropped her like a hot potato.”

"People having AIDS are often dropped
like a hot potato by their friends.”

"Sad, but true. Here's another
example. The new committee dropped
the old project like a hot potao.™

"My triend Shoba called up and

"1 like her. That girl is full of bea

irst omions, then potatoes, and now

energetic, lively'. For example, for an 80
vear old man, Suresh Rao is full of beans.”

vear old was full of

“Some people are full of beans early in
the morning. By the way, what did Shoba
want?"

"5he wanted to know if she should tell
Gopa about the surprise party we are
planning for Raja.”™

"Geopa is sure to spill the beans”

"Spill the beans! Does it mean to reveal
a secret or something?™

“That's right! When vou spill the beans,
you give away information intentionally
or unintentionally. For example, when
the man was caught, the police beat him
till he spilled the beans about where the
next robbery was going to be”

"' hate it when people spill the beans.”

"o do 1. Would you like to have some
tea?”

"Tea? | thought you were on your way
to buy vegetables!™

"Haven't we talked enough about
vegetables? Besides, I've just realised that
1 haven't a bean to buy beans!™
Published in The Hindu on February

1998

2,

Word of the day

Taciturn:
tending mot to say very much

SYNONYMS: uncammunicative, quiet, silent

Usage: she is usuatly tacituen, but today she
was vavy chearful

Pronunciation: newsth.ive/taciumpro

International Phonetic
Alphabet: jessrtxn;

For feedback and suggestions for
Text & Contest, please write to
letters@thehindu.co.in
with the subjact ‘Teat L Context’
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The Supreme Court did \u_‘il tmt.n and
ld different W

T he Supreme Court of India walked a tight-

rope in its judgment delivered on Sep-

tember 15, on the Wagf (Amendment)
Act, 2025, which amended the 1995 Waqf Act to
regulate Muslim religious endowments, includ-
ing vast land holdings across India. The Court put
several controversial provisions on hold but re-
fused to freeze the entire Act on grounds of con-
stitutionality and other concerns. This turned
out to be a rare instance where supporters and
critics of the Act claimed vindication for their res-
pective positions in the Court’s order. The go-
vernment views the amendments as necessary to
curb the alleged misuse and corruption under
the earlier Wagf Act, while critics, including the
Congress, see it as arbitrary interference in the af-
fairs of the Muslim community. The Court has
now stayed the requirement that only Muslims
practising for five years can create wagf, and the
power vested in District Collectors to adjudicate
waqf property disputes. It also capped non-Mus-
lim members to four in the Central Wagf Council
and three in State Boards, down from potentially
12 and seven, respectively. The Court also direct-
ed that CEOs of Wagf Boards should preferably
be Muslims. The removal of the provision for
waqf-by-user recognition in the amended law has
been upheld as valid by the Court, with the ca-
veat that waqf properties registered as on April &,
2025, under such a claim remain protected. Res-
trictions on wagf status for protected monu-
ments and tribal lands were deemed constit-
tionally valid.

While the order diffuses the conflict for now,
the larger question of balancing religious autono-
my and state regulation continues — and that is
better tackled through building consensus within
and between communities. Autonomy claims
cannat be a facade for misuse of community re-
sources by its own leaders; nor can any group of
people lay claim over public resources in the
name of faith. The state has not only the right but
also the responsibility to ensure that people are
not taken for a ride by anyone. The trouble arises
when the state discriminates between religious
groups in the application of this principle. The
Court rightly went with the philosophy of pre-
sumption of constitutionality of laws passed by
Parliament. But partisan politics of an extreme
nature can delegitimise representational democ-
racy. The government must consciously negotiate
with the Opposition in Parliiment to ensure that
the laws enacted have the widest political and so-
cial acceptance. When laws affecting particular
communities are made, they should be taken into
confidence. None of this is easy, and complete
comsensus is never possible, but attempis should
be made in that direction.

Genocide in Gaza
India should speak up:l@mmsl
Israels atroc

he UN Commission of Inguiry, after a

multi-year investigation, has concluded

that Israeli authorities have committed
genocide in Gaza. The finding is hardly surprising
as the world’s leading rights organisations, in-
cluding two Esraeli groups, and genocide scho-
lars, had already accused Israel of committing
what is one of the gravest crimes in international
law. Yet, the finding would lend weight to such re-
ports and resonate before the International Court
of Justice, which is hearing genocide charges
against Isrzel, and the International Criminal
Court, which has issued an arrest warrant for
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. The UN
Commission found “reasonable grounds” to con-
chude that four of the five genocidal acts — killing
members of a community, serious bodily and
mental harm, actions aimed at destroying the
group, and preventing births — have been carried
out since the war began following Hamas's Oc-
tober 7, 2023 attack. Israel, which denies allega-
tions of genocide and war crimes, has killed ar
least 65,000 Palestinians in Gaza in 23 months,
many of them women and children. “The respon-
sibility for these atrocity crimes lies with lsraeli
authaorities at the highest echelons who have or-
chestrated a genocidal campaign with the specif-
ic intent to destroy the Palestinian group in Ga-
za," says the panel's leader, Navi Pillay.

It is tragically ironic that Israel, a nation built
by the survivors of the Shoah, is committing ge-
nocde against Palestinians. On the day the UN
Commission released its report, lsrael launched
yet another ground offensive in the famine-strick-
en Gaza City. lsrael’s responses to reports of war
crimes and mass killings have invariably been
further escalations, killing and displacing even
more Palestinians. The war, prolonged by Mr. Ne-
tanyahu for his political survival, has left a stain
on Israel’s national compass and deepened its
global isclation. In the weeks ahead, France, the
UK. and several other countries are expected to
recognise Palestinian sovereignty, while the Eu-
ropean Commission has proposed to suspend
trade concessions with Israel and sanction extre-
mist Ministers. Yet, Israel, shielded by the U.S.,
shows little concern. The Trump administration
is unlikely to turn up the heat on its closest ally.
But Europe should start treating lsrael as what it
has become — a rogue state with genocidal intent
and actions. India, once a champion of the Pales-
tinian cause, has so far refrained from directly
criticising the Jewish nation. But it should realise
that an uncontrollable, expansionist Israel, blow-
ing international law to smithereens, is not in In-
dia's national or regional interests. New Delhi
should speak up against the genocide and use its
leverage to help bring the war to an end.

g
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A judicial nudge following stuck legislative business

he Supreme Court of India has heard
arguments on the Presidential
Reference in respect of the Governor's
powers under Article 200 pertaining to
the assent to Bills passed by the State legislatre.
Earlier, a two-judge Bench, headed by Justice .B.
Pardiwala, had fixed a timeline of three months
for the Governor to take a final decision on a Bill
submitted tohim for assent. The same timeline
‘was made applicable to the President of India
alson
The time limit fixed by the Court has raised
eyebrows in the government as well in the media.
The general refrain from a section of the media
was that the Court cannot direct the Governor or
the President, who are high constitutional
authorities, to act within a specified time when
the Constitution does not have any such time
frame. The government had also taken this line of
argument in the Court.

Reiteration of a recognised principle

Article 200 of the Constitution has four options
for the Governor when a Bill is presented to him
after being passed by the State legislature. These
options are to assent to the Bill; to withhold
assent; return the Bill to the Assembly with a
request to reconsider the Bill as a whole or
certain clauses, or reserve it for the consideration
of the President.

A very important question which arose in the
context of the Governor's role in dealing with a
Bill after it is passed by the legislature is whether
the Governor has any discretion in the exercise of
any of the options mentioned above. Under
Article 163, the Governor is required to exercise
his functions only on the aid and advice of the
Council of Ministers except in matters specified
by ar under the Constitution. The Court has, in
cases from Shamsher Singh vs State of Punjab
(1974}, to Nabam Rebia (3016), made it clear that
the Governor cannaot perform any of his executive
functions except on the advice of the Council of
Ministers headed by the Chief Minister. The
Sarkaria Commission and Punchhi Commission
too reiterated this well- recognised constitutional
principle.

The point that has been emphasised in all the
judgments of the Court and the judicial
commissions is that the Governor is just a
constitutional head and that the real executive
power of the state is vested in the elected
government. Therefore, the Governor cannot act
independently.

5o, the question of crucial importance i this
context is whether the Governor, while exercising
any of the options under Article 200, can act in
his discretion. The answer to this question will
become dear when we take a close look at the

A

LT, Achary

is Farmer Secretary
General, Lak Sabha

The top court’s
move to fix a
time limic for a
Governor o
take a final
decision on a
Bl must be
interpreted as a
e to
smoothen the
legislative
process

Government of India Act, 1935. Section 75 of this
Act is substantially the same as Article 200,

Section 75 uses the words “the governor in hJs
discretion” which means that giving assent or
withholding it or sending the Bill back to the
legislature or reserving it for the consideration of
the Governor General is done by the Governor in
his discretion.

This Section has been virtually reproduced in
Article 200 but omits the words “in his
discretion”. This would show that the
Constitution-makers wanted the Governor to
exercise the power under Article 200 only on the
advice of the Council of Ministers.

The issue of ‘discretion’

The question of discretion of the Governor under
Article 200 is one that has been dealt with by the
Court in a number of cases. Surprisingly, the
Court, in Shamsher Singh, discovered a
discretionary power in the Governor under
Article 200. It held that he must exercise it o the
best of his judgement and should pursue a course
which is not detrimental to the state.

But the Court, in The State of Tamil Nadu vs
The Governor Of Tamilnadu and Anr. (2025), did
not accept the idea of 3 Governor exercising his
discretion in withholding assent or reserving the
Eill for the consideration of the President. It says,
“if the power to withhold assent to Bills or to
reserve them for the consideration of the
President is construed as falling within the
exchusive discretionary domain of the governor
who would be free to decide a course of action
notwithstanding the aid and advice of the council
of ministers it would have the potential of turning
him into a super constitutional igure having the
power to bring to a complete halt the operation
of the legislative machinery in the state. The
governor cannot be vested with such power...”

The Sarkaria Commission, while granting that,
normally, in the discharge of the functions under
Article 200, the Governor must abide by the
advice of his Council of Ministers, said that in rare
and exceptional cases, be may act in the exercise
of his discretion especially when the provisions of
the Bill are patently unconstitutional.

While divergence of opinion exists in Indian
judicial decisions, according to D.I. Basu, the
renowned constitutional authority, in the United
Kingdom, the sovereign has no power to withhold
4 Bill without the ad\m:e of the Council of

issiom of the word
‘discretion’ in Amde 200 of the Constitution of
India compels the conclusion that this Articde
does not permit discretion of any kind by the
Gowvernor while dealing with a Bill passed by the
legislature.
The next question is about the time limit

prescribed by the Court within which the
Governor and the President are required to take a
final decision on a Bill. From the arguments made
om behalf of the Union Government, it is clear
that it has strong objections to the time limit. 1t is
true that no time limit has been prescribed by
Articles 200 or 201. It is obvious that the Court
fixed the time limit because some of the
Governors had sat on Bills for years together
without exercising any of the options available
under Article 200. The question is whether the
Constitution permits such a course of action. It
does not.

S0, is there no remedy available to States
whose important Bills go in limbo? When a
Governor sits on Bills for years, should not the
Union intervene and direct the Governor to act in
accordance with the Constitution? Article 355 can
be creatively interpreted to mean that the Union
Gaovernment can intervene to ensure that the
government of a State is carried on in accordance
with the provisions of the Constitution.
Thwarting the legislative process by the Governor
by sitting on Bills passed by the legislature for
vedrs creates a situation where in the government
cannot be carried on in accordance with the
provisions of the constitution. Article 355
imposes a duty upon the Union to direct the
Governor to perform his constitutional duty
under Article 200.

A remedy for what is now a reality

In no case has the Union intervened to direct a
Gavernor to clear the Bills that he sat on for
vears. That has forced the Supreme Court to fix
the time limit now. The Constitution makers
could not have visualised such conduct on the
part of the Governors. But now that it has
become a reality, a remedy has to be found. By
fiximg the time limit, the Court has smoothened
the legislative process.

The judgments in the two recent cases,
namely, State of Punjab vs Principal Secretary to
the Govermor (2023) and The State of Tamil Nadu
vs The Governor Of Tamilnadu and Anr. are in fact
landmark judgments which struck a blow for
federalism. Judges interpret the Constitution and
clarify the legal ambiguities, and in that process
also create new rubes. Article 21 was a prisoner of
the literal interpretation since 1950 (4K
Gopalan) till the American doctrine of due
process was imported into it and expanded its
ambit in Maneka Gandhi (1978).

Therefare, it is quite out of place to argue that

judges, by interpreting the existing provisions to

meet 2 new situation which posed a serious
challenge to the constitutionzl order, are
amending the Constitution. The fallacy in this
argument is too obwviows to miss.

Let Geiger counters, not guesses, shape Iran actions

the United Statess strikes on Iran’s

underground nuclear site at Fordow, in
June 2025, Britain, France, and Germany (E3), on
August 28, triggered the “snapback” clause of the
2015 nuclear deal citing violations by Tehran. The
world has not much time to choose between
diplomacy and escalation.

1 this window dloses without agreement, the
United Nations will restore earlier measures that
call for a halt to enrichment, tighten controls on
arms transfers, restrict finance and shipping, and
re-designate individuals linked to Iran’s nuclear
and missile programmes.

The stakes are global. Iran rejects the move as
unlawful. Washington sees it as a test of
non-proliferation. Europe views multilateral
commitments on trial. Russia and China seek
delay and leverage. Israel and the Gulf states
weigh warning times and war risks. Oil importers
watch prices. Shipping companies reassess
insurance. Banks calculate exposure. For Indi
the anxieties are sharper still. Its extended
neighbourhood must remain stable, il must keep
flenwing through the Strait of Hormuz, and the
safety of eight million Indian citizens in West Asia
must be ensured.

l new nuclear crisis is taking shape. After

The vacuum of facts

These concerns are magnified by the absence of
verified information. Since the strikes on Iranian
facilities, no one has walked the rubble with a
dosimeter or tested a coolant line. The
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) staff
left Iran after its Parliament passed legislation
halting cooperation without approval from the
Supreme Mational Security Council. Rumour has
replaced measurement. Every capital has drawn

Syed Akbaruddin

was an international
ciwil servant at the
International Atarmic
Energy Agency AEA)
frioen 2006 ta 2011

India can take
the lead in
ensuring
technical TAL
access (o lram's
nuclear
PrOEramme as
will anchor
negotiations to
verifiable data

its own conclusions while global attention shifted
elsewhere,

1AEA access is not a formality but the hinge of
diplomacy. Verification replaces speculation with
Facts, sets a baseline on Iranian stockpiles, and
anchors negotiations to data, not fears. Regular
IAEA updates on Ukraine's Zaporizhzhia nuclear
power plant, under Russian control, calmed
jittery markets. A comparable presence in Iran
could steady expectations and reduce \'DJa[IJIl}' 1If
werification is framed as a sovereign ¢
rather than a concession, it would stmngthen
Iran’s claim that the programme is civilian while
upholding the non-proliferation bargain.

Yet, Tehran's reservations are not unfounded.
Iranian officials argue that sovereignty and
security cutweigh treaty obligations. They fear
inspectors may, even unintentionally, enable
targeting of sensitive sites. This is not paranoia.
Strikes by lsrael and the LS. in the past closely
followed IAEA disclosures. Such episodes have
hardened parliamentary resistance. There is also
the calculus of leverage. Revealing what survives
of the programme could weaken Iran's hand in
bargaining with Washington.

Since the E3 triggered its snapback, some
Iranian legislators have urged withdrawal from
the Nuclear Non Proliferation Treaty. That would
strip the IAEA of begal authority to inspect Iranian
sites. The crisis would then enter uncharted
territory with sanctions hardening and the
military option returning to the fore,

Where India fits in

India cannot stand aside. As a long-standing
member of the IAEA Board, with ties across
divides, it is well placed to assist. As a part of the
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (S00), India,

at the Tianjin summit, has joined other nations in
condemning the military strikes by Israel and the
L5, against Iran.

Within the SC0 and BRICS — both of which
include Iran — India can support a diplomatic call
to restore technical IAEA access inoa form that
protects operational details while ensuring
transparency. If framed as a soversign chaoice by
Tehran, and backed by the Global South, it may
gatin Iranian approval. India can also contribute
technical capacity. Its IAEA-certified Tarapur
[mhl} could handle sample analysls under

s, showing that
stakeholders can provide practical suppart in
moments of crisis. These contributions would not
make headlines, but they could shift the balance
toward diplomacy at a time when the risk of
escalation is high.

A closing window

The window for diplomacy is narrowing fast. By
allowing JAEA inspectors into Bushehr to monitor
the refuelling of the nuclear power plant last
maonth, Iran has offered a small opening. Also,
last week, on September 9, 2025, , the IAEA and
Iran signed an agreement in Cairo, Egypt. If this
extends to bombed sites, the E3 may respond by
pausing the snapback. Such choices could shift
the momentum back to diplomacy. The
alternative is grim — sanctions, standoffs, and a
cycle of strike and counterstrike.

For India, the choice is clear. Backing
verification protects its interests in West Asia, its
citizens abroad, and its energy security. It also
marks India as a responsible global power. The
way forward is simple. It is time to let Geiger
counters, and not guesses, decide Iran’s nudear
programme.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

‘Genocide in Gaza®

The United Nations
Independent International
Commissien of Inquiry says
that "genccide is occurring
in Gaza”. Howewer, the
Commissien does not speak
on behalf of the warld body
(Front page, September 17].
The accusation of genocide
in Gaza, by Isrzel, was
proven when the Defence
Minister of Israel declared
that "Gaza is burning”
(Warld page, September
17). Why are world leaders
keeping mum in the wake
of this catastrophic military
action by Israel? What is the
UM Security Council doing?
The U.S. President is silent

too. There is no control over
War-mongers.

. Sethuraman,

Chennai

Israel does not seem to be
in the mood to relent,
instead, blaming world
agencies for a partisan
approach. it seems that the
annihilation of innocents is
not going to end soon.
History will never pardan
nations that are siding with
Israel. It is very unfortunate
that innocents including
children are being killed.
Brij B. Goyal,

Ludhizra, Punjab

We now know that lsrael 'is

committing genocide in
Gaza' and "Gaza is burning'
The implication is that the
SUPETPOWERS. 3E SUPPOrting
the grave massacre in Gaza
being initiated by a
blocd-thirsty 1srael. Talk of
creating a Palestinian state
is an eye wash. What a
haorrible plight it is for the
people of Gaza.

A Kaja Nazimudeen,

Esunviadi, Tirurve boeli, Tarnil Nadu

development on weak
slopes, deforestation and
encroachment along rivers.
‘What is needed is strict
«control over construction,
restoring forests, better
warning systems and more
research on rainfall and
glacier changes.

A, Myflsaml,

Cosmbatare

Party rumblings
One wonders why there is

such a din over the removal
of Anbumani Ramadoss by
his father, Dr. Ramadoss,
from the PMEK. The internal
problems within the party
WETE Nevear an issue.
Heavens will not fall if there
is a change in

accuracy and reliability in
software delivery are
essential. In this context,
automation testing tools
such as Cypress are proving
far more effective than
alder framewaorks sul:h as

ium. For o

Mani Hataraajan,
Chennai

‘Why Cypress matters
India's IT industry is at a
tuming point, where speed,

The floeds in Dehradun
show, once again, how
wulnerable the Himalayas
are. Much of this is not just
nature's fury but also the
result of unplanned

Cosrections & Clarifications

In a repert, *Rising abesity, children's exposure to ultra-processed foods”,

the fourth bar of Chart 2 should hawe read 16 instead of 103 [ Data Point’
Opinion Page, September 16, 2025

Thea Baadors’ Exbinrs officn can e contacted by Tebaphzre

adopting agile and lJevOps
practices, this efficiency is
invaluakle. As India
positions itself as a global
digital leader, it is vital for
businesses to train their
workforca in modemn
autermation tools.

Vivek M. Jain,

Chennai

Letters emailed to
lettersthehindu. co.in
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Crosstalk: waning immunity against
Japanese encephalitis worsens dengue

The Japanese encephalitis virus and dengue virus belong o the same genus; previous research had hinted at interactions between JEV immunity

and dengue nutcomes; to unders

osquito-borne diseases such

as dengue fever are an

increasing threat to global

health. Rapid urbanisation
and climate change have created ideal
conditions for mosquitoes to breed -
while expanding global travel has
accelerated the spread of these infections
o new regions and populations.

A new study published last week has
now added an unexpected twist to this
story. Researchers have found that
wining immunity against infections of the
Japanese encephalitis virus (JEV) can
predispose individuals to more severe
dengue. The finding highlights the
complex interplay between related
wiruses and suggests a potential strategy
to beat severe dengue through timely
booster doses of the JE vaccne.

Both Japanese encephalitis virus and
dengue virus belong to the same
genus, Orthofimavirus. Previous research
had hinted at interactions between JEV
immunity and dengue outcomes. To
understand maore, the present study,
invialving researchers from Singapone,
Nepal, and the U.5., examined three large
dengue outhreaks in Dharan in Nepal
between 2019 and 2023,

Mepal provided a unigque setting: the
country has high population immunity
against JE due to a successful vacoination
programme |launched in 2006 — yet until
recently, it had very limited exposure to
dengue. This made it possible to study
how JEV immunity alone might influence
dengue outcomes. Prior exposure to
dengue itself is known to increase the risk
of severe disease through
antihody-dependent enhancement:
where antibodies from a first infection
facilitate viral entry during subsequent

But in Slum]'.ti largely de: rnATve
population, the impact of JEV immunity
could be specifically solated.

Striking results

For the study, the research team recruited
dengue patients aged 15 to 65 years early
in their illness, i.e. within three days of
fever onset, conbrmed by rapid
diagnostic tests (NS or DENV Igh). The
study spanned five years and included
three major dengue outbreaks, in 2019,
2022, and 2023, In total, 546 patients
were enrolled and their blood samples
were tested for viral serotypes, immune
markers, and a biomarker called
chymase. Chymase is an enzyme released
Iy mast cells during inflammation, and it
has been consistently validated in earlier
studies as a marker of severe dengue. Its
levels have been found to be elevated
during both the acute and defervescence
phases of the illness.

The findings, published in Science
Translational Medicine on September 3,
were striking.

Approximately 61% of patients had
pre-existing antibodies that neutralised
JEV, reflecting Nepal's relatively high level
of immunity against JEV. Individuals with
confirmed [EV immunity showed
significantly higher concentrations of
chymase compared to JEV-naive patients.

Further analysis revealed that this
effect was primarily associated with
mid-range - not too low, not too high -
anti-]JEV antibody titres of 1160, Patients
with these titres had significantly higher

An Aedes mosguito and & colowised trans

1 eleetron af dengy

WiFLS. COC, KD

chymase levels compared to those with
titres of 1:00 or 1:40. Notably, this
correlation was not cbserved when
anti-JEV ELISA titres were used, possibly
reflecting cross-reactivity between
DENV-specific antibodies and JEV in
ELISA-based assays.

The association between mid-range [EV
neutralising antibody titres and severe
dengue was also reflected in clinical
outcomes, The fraction of patients
diagnosed with either dengue fever with
Wwarning signs or severe dengue,
according to the WHO classihcation, was
signihicantly higher among those with
titres of 1160 compared to patients
without [EY immunity.

These individuals had a 3x higher risk
of developing dengue fever with warning
signs. Importantly, most participants
were experiencing primary dengue
infections, with only 710% showing
evidence of prior exposure.

These fimdings isolated the role of JEV
immunity in shaping disease outcomes,
Even after excluding cases of secondary
dengue, the results remained unchanged,
strongly supporting the conclusion that
JEV immunity alone is sufficient to
maodulate dengue severity, independent
of prior DENV exposure.

Echoes from other flaviviruses

These iindings echo earlier observations
in studies of Zika and dengue vimses,
where moderate antibody levels
sometimes enhanced the viral infection of
immune cells and worsened disease —
while very high tit PETE Protective.
This is to say, as antibody levels wane
over time, populations may enter a
vulnerable "middle zome" in which

Rising temperatures and
extenided monsoons have caused
the epidemiology of dengue fever
o change rapidly, with
increasingly or outhreaks in
areas where there used o be
only sporadic cases. Such regions
include India. which is alse facing
similar levels of climate change

immunity is insufhcient to protect but
stromg enough to enhance dis

The implications are
Asia, where JEV v tion is common
and dengue is spreading, and for the
complex and connected nature of public
health in a globalised world.

Specifically, the study showed that
rising temperature and extended
monsoons have caused the epidemiology
of dengue fever to change rapidly, h
increasingly bigger outhreaks in areas
where there used to be only sporadic
cases, Such regions include India, which
is also facing similar kinds and levels of
climate change. Thus, the authors
suggest, the country needs to be ready
with appropriate strategies to deal with
the new challenges that will sprout as a
result.

Second, while the study clearly showed
that moderate titres of neutralising
antibodies against JEV can worsen
outcomes with dengue tever, it does not
undermine the importance of JE
vaccination per se. Such vaccimation has
successfully lowered the incidence of JE in
the population.

The findings of previous studies have
shvowm that the titres of n lisi

and more, a new study examined three large dengue outbreaks in Dharan, Nepal, between 2009 and 2023

antibodies against JEV wane after a few
years of vaccination. After five years, for
example, cnly around 63% of vaccinated
individuals still have neutralising
antibodies against JEV. Thus, the new
study strongly suggests the need for
suitably timed JE vaccine boosters, which
could serve the dual purpose of
maintaining durable immunity against JE
for longer periods and protecting the
population against the risk of dengue
fever with warning signs and severe
dengue (due to waning titres of antiJEV
antibodies).

Third, the study reinforces the
importance of chyma: hiomarker of
dengue fever with warning signs and
severe dengue, making it a convenient
tool for physicians handling the uncertain
trajectories of dengue fever.

Viruses respect no borders. The new
study provides critic: o how
waning immunity against one flavivirus
can worsen outcomes of another.
Strategically timed JE boosters could be a
vitluable tool not just in sustaining
protection against encephalitis but also in
mitigating the severity of dengue — a
disease whose burden is rising sharply
across Asia.

Such remarkable work ultimately
underscores the importance of
integrated, forward-looking approaches in
infectious disease control, with insights
that could save countless lives.

{Pumeet Kumar is a clinician, Kumar
Child Clinic, New Delhi.
kumarchildelinici@gmail.com

Vipin M. Viashishtha is director and
paediatrician, Mangla Hospital and
Research Center, Bijnor.

ipinipsita@gmeiLcom )
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THE SCIENCE QU

When sound gets on the move

»
Please send in your answers Lo
seience@thehindu coin

Vasudevan Mukunth

[ 9
QUESTION 1

eametric shapes that
depend an the vibrations, These patterns
also change when the frequency
changes. What name s ghven o this

visualisation of seund and wibration?

h

QUESTION 2

An aeroplane traveling faster than saund
fiorees predsune waves to aceurmulate in
frant of it. When the vehicle starts to
move faster than the speed of saund in
that medium, a sudden Explu'."l! noise is
heard. What is this dramatic event
called?

e
QUESTION 3
Vilsrations in a guitar string or a vibrating
]
K

column of aif inside a pipe can sometimes
ek’ thermsedves inte a stable patten. As
a result, certain points in the string or
column stay still while others vibrate
wigorously, creating nades and antinodes.
What are such waves called?

[

QUESTION &

when a swing is pushed at its natusal
frequency, it soars higher with Little effort
If you push it

g change
objects
e they're

n its motion. Bridges and g
have bieen knewn to shatte
i atural frequencies.
Name the phenamenon that causes
wibwations to amplify when stimulated at

the natural frequency.

[

QUESTION &

Same artificlal materials can guide or
black sound in ways that nature can't.

These materials can even ‘cloak’ objects
such that they don't emit or reflect any
sound. What are such advanced materials
called? Hint: Their name means
“subsequent to” ar “after” materials.
Answers to September 18 quiz:

1 Material drepped inte Hurricane
Eathers eyewall - Ans: Silver lodide

2. Process that silver lodide induces in
clouds - Ans: Heterogenous nucleation
1. Country that objected to cloud-seeding
typhoans - Ans: China

4. Hurricane whase properties rejected
Project Stofmfury - Ans: Allem

5. Leader who alleged Stormfury was a US
attempt to weaponise stenns - Ans: Fidel
Castro

Wiaual: Hurrieane Nine [King)

First contact: K. Viswanathan |
Harilakshmi M. | Amdt Yadaw | Anmol
Agrawal | Tarnal Blswas

[ 8

Wisual: What's the name for the part of the hurman ear
wizible putside the head? It's called the pinna in
nan-hurman animals, FUELIC DOMAIN

& Pollack ant wark on display in Atlanta, s

Cracking of the
blues mystery in
Pollock painting
reveals new trick

Vasudevan Mukunth

ackson Pollock's Number 14, 1948 is
J one of the most famous e ples

of action painting, where paint is
dripped, splashed, and layered onto a
surface. While art historians and scientists
had yvears ago identified the reds and the
vellows in this canvas to be cadmium
pigments, the provenance of the striking
blue that threaded through the work
remained unclear. This lacuna was not
just a matter of curiosity. Knowing exactly
which pigments Pollock used could help
authenticate his paintings and help
preserve them. The pigment has unusual
properties. Once popular in the mid-20th
century but later banned for its toxicity, it
stood out because of its pure blue hue
and chemical stability.

MNow, scholars from the U5, including
the Museum of Modern Art in New York,
have combined chemistry, physics, and
art conservation in a September 15 paper
in Proceedings of the Netional Academy of
Sciences to confirm that the blue is due to
a wellknown, and toxic, pigment called
manganese hlue — and in the process also
found a new way for scientists to ‘adjust’
the colours of inorganic pigments. The
team used resonance Raman
spectroscopy, which measured the
vibrations of molecules when light excited
them to identify the pigment, and
magnetic circular dichroism spectroscopy
to explore how the pigment created its
blue colour.

Scholars combined chemistry.
physics, and art conservation to
confirm that the blue is due to a
toxic pigment called manganese
bilue. They also found a new way
1o adjust the colours of inorganic
pigme

By combining these approaches, the
researchers could map the small
electronic transitions inside the pigment
— the jumps of electrons between energy
levels — that determined which colours of
light were absorbed and which were
reflected. The team also tested the blue
passages in Number 1A, 1948 directly with
Raman spectroscopy to settle once and
for all what Polleck had put on his canvas.
The spectroscopic evidence confirmed
that the blue pigment in Pollocks painting
wias manganese blue. At the molecular
level, the colour was found to come from
charge-transfer bands: when electrons
moved from oxygen atoms to the
manganese atom, light of certain energies
was absorbed. Normally, such transitions
produce muddier colours. But here, the
exchange of electroms in certain orbitals
absorbed, and thus Altered out, green and
violet light while letting blue light
through.

This result is signiiicant for many
reasons. In art, confirming manganese
bilue in Number 1A, 1948 will help
conservators plan restoration work and
give scholars more evidence of Pollock's
materials and choices. It could also open
the possibility of identifying the same
pigment in other works by Pollock and his
contemporaries, like Willem de Kooning,
who was also said to favour it. For
scientists, the researchers wrote, the
study shows that inorganic pigments can
be tuned by adjusting the armangement of
other atoms around a metal atom, thus
altering its electrons” energy levels. This
could inspire the design of new pigments
or optical materials, perhaps even for use
in technologies like lasers.

Finally, according to the paper, the
findings offer a reminder that art and
science aren't separate worlds. A gquestion
born in front of a canvas — "what blue is
this?" — led to deeper insights into how
matter and light interact, showing how
creativity and chemistry work together.

muukunth vigthehindu_co.in

For feedback and suggestions
far ‘Scierice’, please write to
selence@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Daily page’
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